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The Truth Speaks

15 Indians killed as tourist boat 
capsizes off Vietnam coast

PHU QUOC (VIETNAM)
 

At least 15 Indians tourists were 
killed when a boat capsized off Viet-
nam’s southern island of Phu Quoc 
on Saturday.

The speed boat was carrying 36 
people, including 32 Indian tourists, 
three crew members and one atten-
dant. The boat capsized about 400 
metres off Hon May Rut Ngoai, an 
island in the An Thoi archipelago off 
the coast of Phu Quoc.

Among the 21 survivors, two are 
in critical condition, according to the 
report. India's embassy ⁠in Vietnam 
said it was monitoring the incident 
and had established emergency re-
sponse centres in Ho Chi ⁠Minh City 
and Hanoi to assist affected families.

The report, which quoted authori-
ties in the Phu Quoc Special Eco-
nomic Zone, stated that nearby tour-
ist boats provided assistance before 
border guards, the navy, the coast 
guard and other forces joined the 

search-and-rescue operation.
The embassy has set up control 

rooms as search and rescue opera-
tions are underway. Exact details of 
the incident are being ascertained by 
local authorities. "In a tragic inci-
dent, a boat carrying several Indian 
tourists has capsized near Phu Quoc 
Island in Vietnam," the embassy said 
in a post on X.

Local reports suggested at least 15 
people, including Indians, died in 
the incident as rescue operations are 
underway.
Victims from AP identified 
Authorities identified two of the In-
dian tourists involved in the accident 
as residents of Andhra Pradesh. Ravi 
Teja (41), a resident of the Housing 
Board Colony in Hindupuram, was 
among those who died in the trage-
dy. Another victim, identified as Sri-
dhar, a mobile phone shop owner 
from Kadapa, also lost his life in the 
accident. Visuals from his residence 
showed grieving family members, 

including his wife and younger 
brother, mourning his death.

Officials said another tourist from 
Anantapuram district survived the 
accident and is reported to be safe.

K'taka to come up 
with guidelines  
in light of Ram 

temple theft
BENGALURU: Following the 
Ayodhya Ram Temple dona-
tion theft case, the state gov-
ernment has got into the act to 
prevent any such instance. 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar has already directed that 
CCTV cameras be installed in 
temples coming under the 
Muzrai department. 

In the wake of this, the En-
dowment Department has 
also begun making prepara-
tions.

The Endowment Depart-
ment is now set to release 
guidelines for temples. 

The department has already 
prepared the guidelines and 
submitted a report to the min-
ister concerned. 

The guidelines regard-
ing hundi securi-
ty, temple prem-
ises, and CCTV 
installation are 
likely to be 
i s s u e d 
soon.

Guidelines for Muzarai Dept 
temples could include;

Only one hundi should be placed 
for the entire temple.

During hundi counting, it will be 
mandatory for taluk-level  

officials to visit and inspect.

Hundis should not be placed  
inside the temple, outside, or in  

various parts of the temple premises.

CCTV installation will be manda-
tory at places where devotees  

donate money to the hundi.

Hundi counting must be done at a single 
designated place in the temple, and 

CCTV coverage must be there.

Promote online payment options 
at temples.

Temple CCTVs should be  
monitored by the police.

 The district deputy commissioners 
should also monitor them.

India and New Zealand have set an ambitious 
target to double bilateral trade to J35,000 
crore by 2030 following talks between PM 

Modi and his Kiwi counterpart Christopher Lux-
on. The meeting yielded 18 concrete outcomes, 

including 10 agreements. Key among them 
were a roadmap to expand ties in the next four 
years, a framework for enhancing Indo-Pacific 
maritime cooperation, and a reciprocal logis-

tics support pact between the Indian Navy and 
the New Zealand Defence Force. 

Luxon calls Modi’s 
visit historic 

The future of India and 
New Zealand is inter-
twined and that the 

trade agreement be-
tween the two countries 
would create fresh op-

portunities for business-
es and support India’s 

journey towards becom-
ing a developed nation, 

PM Modi said while 
attending the ‘Kia Ora 

Modi’ community event 
in Auckland, attended by 
New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Christopher Luxon. 
Luxon, calling the visit 

historic, said the relation-
ship had the warmth of 
“a family reunion that’s 

been waiting 40 years in 
the making”.

'India is a launchpad for global growth'
‘India not just a market’: PM Modi woos New Zealand investors.

AUCKLAND
 

 India is not only a market but 
a launchpad for global 
growth, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said on Saturday 
as he invited New Zealand's 
top business leaders to invest 
in diverse sectors of the Indi-
an economy.

In an interaction with a se-
lect group of CEOs and cor-
porate leaders in Auckland, 
Modi said the landmark In-
dia-New Zealand free trade 
agreement - signed earlier this 
year - would add depth and 
dynamism to the bilateral eco-
nomic ties and open new op-
portunities for market access, 
investment and talent mobili-
ty.

PM Modi emphasised that 
the two nations' shared demo-
cratic values, diversity and 
commitment to sustainable 
development provide a robust 
foundation for an ambitious, 
forward-looking economic 
partnership.

"In India, we have made re-
form, perform, and transform 
the basis of governance. To-
day, India has policy stability, 
political stability, and continu-
ity of growth," he said.

"Therefore, our message to 
the world is: India is not only 
a market; India is a launchpad 
for global growth," Modi said.

The prime minister made 
the remarks shortly after hold-
ing wide-ranging talks with 
his New Zealand counterpart 
Christopher Luxon that led to 
18 key outcomes, including 
10 agreements.

Modi also made a mention 

of a decision to upgrade the 
bilateral ties between the two 
countries to the level of strate-
gic partnership.

"This is not just a diplomat-
ic milestone; it is a new re-
solve for our shared future. 
This year, a free trade agree-
ment was signed between the 
two countries in a record time 
of nine months," he said.

"This will open new oppor-
tunities for market access, in-
vestment, services, technolo-
gy, and talent mobility for all 
of you. I am confident that by 
working with renewed vigour 
and enthusiasm, we will dou-
ble bilateral trade by 2030," 
he added.

In the bilateral talks, New 
Zealand committed to invest 
USD 20 billion in India over 
the next 15 years.

"This is not just about in-
vestment, but also a commit-
ment to participate in India's 
development journey," Modi 
told business leaders.

"Today, India is the world's 
fastest-growing major econo-
my. Our growing middle 
class, large-scale digital adop-
tion, and infrastructure push 
make India a unique growth 
story," he said.

E35,000 CRORE 
Bilateral Trade Target By 2030 
India and NZ aim to double 
trade in goods and services. 

2030
New Strategic Partnership Roadmap
The roadmap will guide cooperation in trade, 
defence and technology. 

1 ANNUAL DIALOGUE 
Maritime Security Cooperation 
Both countries agreed to hold a  
maritime security dialogue every year.

3 MARITIME PACTS 
Defence Ties Get A Push 
Agreements cover maritime cooperation, 
hydrography and logistics support. 

1 TOURISM AGREEMENT
Direct Flights In Focus  
Both sides agreed for 
non-stop air connectivity.

40 YEARS 
First Indian PM Visit To 
Auckland In Four Decades
The visit marked a major  
diplomatic milestone. 

PM MODI'S NEW ZEALAND VISIT 
Key takeaways from 

India–NZ: A partnership 
'made for each other'

In India, we have made re-
form, perform, and trans-
form the basis of govern-
ance. Today, India has 
policy stability, political 
stability, and continuity 
of growth.
  	 -Narendra Modi, PM

S JANAKI (1938–2026)
The voice for every 

emotion takes eternal rest
MYSURU

 
Veteran playback singer S Janaki, 
affectionately revered as the 
"Nightingale of South India," 
passed away on Saturday at a pri-
vate hospital in Mysuru following 
age-related health issues. She was 
88.

Her passing was confirmed by 
her family, with her grand-
daughter sharing an 
emotional note stating 
that the iconic singer 
passed away peace-
fully.

Her passing brings 
to a close one of the 
most remarkable ca-
reers in Indian music 
history. For more 
than six decades, 
Janaki's voice be-
came synonymous 
with emotion, ver-
satility and musi-
ca l  exce l lence 
across multiple 
Indian languages. 

A career that transformed  
Indian playback singing 
Born on April 23, 1938, in Pallapatla, 
Andhra Pradesh, Janaki entered the film 
industry after being noticed by AVM 
Studios. She made her playback debut in 
1957, beginning a journey that would see 
her become one of India's most prolific 
singers. 

During her career, she is estimated to 
have recorded between 20,000 and 
30,000 songs across more than 17 lan-
guages, including Telugu, Tamil, Mala-
yalam, Kannada, Hindi, Odia and sever-
al international languages. 

Her ability to adapt her voice to differ-
ent emotions, characters and musical 
styles earned admiration from compos-
ers, singers and audiences alike.

S. Janaki was widely recognised for 
her exceptional vocal control and expres-
sive singing.

She could effortlessly perform:, Ro-
mantic melodies, Emotional ballads, De-
votional songs, Folk music, Semi-classi-
cal compositions, Children's voices 
through remarkable vocal modulation. 
Her performances brought life to count-
less memorable film songs and helped 
shape the sound of South Indian cinema 
for generations. 

Iconic collaborations
Throughout her career, Janaki worked 
with many of India's greatest music com-
posers and singers. Her collaborations 
with Ilaiyaraaja produced numerous 
timeless classics that continue to re-
main popular decades later. Her ex-
traordinary linguistic versatility al-
lowed her to sing for audiences across 
different regions without losing emo-
tional authenticity. 

Retirement from music
After a career spanning nearly six de-
cades, Janaki retired from playback sing-
ing in 2017. 

She spent her later years away from 
public life in Mysuru, choosing a quieter 
lifestyle while remaining deeply respect-
ed by fans and the music fraternity. 

An everlasting legacy
S. Janaki leaves behind a legacy 
that few artists can match. 
Across thousands of record-
ings, countless awards and 
generations of listeners, she 
transformed playback sing-
ing into an emotional art 

form.  While her voice has 
fallen silent, the music 

she created contin-
ues to inspire 

singers and 
a u d i e n c e s 

alike, en-
s u r i n g 
that the 
'Nightin-
ga le  o f 
S o u t h 
South In-
dia' will 
b e  r e -
membered 
for genera-
t i o n s  t o 
come.

Her extensive musical 
achievements include:
n �NATIONAL FILM AWARDS: 

Four-time winner for Best Female 
Playback Singer (for 16 Vayathinile, 
Oppol, Sitaara, and Devar Magan).

n �STATE AWARDS: An unprecedented 
33 State Film Awards across the South 
Indian states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh.

n �LINGUISTIC & STYLISTIC RANGE: 
Sang in over 20 languages and was 
renowned for her unparalleled ability 
to effortlessly modulate her voice 
for characters of all ages, including 
remarkable children’s voices.

n �ACADEMIC HONORS: Awarded an 
honorary doctorate by the University 
of Mysore in 2009 for her outstand-
ing contributions to cinema and 
music.

n �STATE HONORS: Recipient of the 
prestigious Kalaimamani award 
from Tamil Nadu and the Rajyotsava 
award from Karnataka.

Padma Bhushan refusal 
In 2013, the Government of India 
selected S Janaki for the Padma 

Bhushan. However, she respectfully 
declined the honor, stating that it 

had come too late in her career. She 
also expressed disappointment that 

artists from South India had often 
not received national recognition 
equal to their contributions. Her 

decision attracted public attention 
and reflected her principled stand 

on artistic recognition.

Cultural soundtrack 
for generations

Legendary playback singer S Janaki, 
widely revered as the "Nightingale 

of South India," defined the cultural 
soundtrack for generations. Over 
her prolific six-decade career, she 

recorded an estimated 48,000 
songs across more than 20 Indian 

and foreign languages.

Indian embassy sets 
up control rooms 

The Indian Embassy said it was 
closely monitoring the situation 

and had established control 
rooms in Ho Chi Minh City and 

Hanoi to assist affected families. 
In an X post, the embassy said, 
“In order to provide information 
and assistance to affected fam-
ilies, a Control Room at the Con-
sulate General of India in Ho Chi 
Minh City has been set up which 
can be reached at : +84 36 281 

7930, +84 91 552 37 14 and +84 
33 452 0414. A Control room has 

been established in Hanoi and 
can be reached at +84 91 308 
9165. We are available for any 

assistance and queries.”

No ‘deals’ or crime: DKS warns Karnataka police force
STRICT NO TO ABUSE OF POWER

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Saturday cautioned 
police officials against in-
volvement in any kind of 
“deals” or criminal activities, 
warning of strict action 
against those involved.

He was speaking after 
launching 32 state-of-the-art 
mobile forensic vans and 75 
Bolero vehicles for district 
police units at Vidhana Soud-
ha.

“Police officers should not 
be involved in any deals or 
criminal activities. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against any-
one found involved. You may 
treat this as my request or as 
an official directive,” Shiva-
kumar said.

The CM also announced Rs 

10 lakh reward for the police 
team that busted the drug net-
work.

 “This is a new boost to our 
police department. At the 
border, there are soldiers; 
within the state, there are 
police personnel. Because of 

both, our state and country 
can live in peace. On behalf 
of the government, I con-
gra tu la te  you.  Success 
comes when your determina-
tion is stronger than your 
capabilities,” Shivakumar 
said.

Entire country watching 
Karnataka
Noting that the police have 
seized narcotics worth Rs 375 
crore in the past year, he said 
the department has arrested 
1,500 drug peddlers, which is 
a significant achievement.

“The entire country is 
watching Karnataka. The gov-
ernment has decided to award 
a Rs 10 lakh cash prize to the 
team that dismantled the drug 
network. I congratulate all the 
officers. Every citizen should 
have confidence and respect 
for the police department. 
Your success is the govern-
ment’s success,” he added.

‘Will take steps to prevent 
drugs from entering or 
passing through K’taka’
Referring to his recent meet-

ing with Kerala Home Minister 
Ramesh Chennithala to discuss 
cross-border drug trafficking, 
Shivakumar said he assured the 
minister that he “will take all 
necessary measures to prevent 
drugs from entering or passing 
through Karnataka.” 

“Our police department is 
recognised as one of the most 
efficient in the country. This 
reputation has been earned 
through the hard work, dedi-
cation, and efficiency of our 
personnel. The government 
will always stand by you in 
your day-and-night service. 
Sometimes, unfortunate inci-
dents occur, but even in such 
situations, our government 
will ensure that your morale 
remains strong. You uphold 
the law and protect society,” 
he said.

Teams to curb rowdyism
According to him, crime has 
taken many new forms, and 
with the advent of artificial 
intelligence, several measures 
have been introduced to im-
prove crime detection.

“I have also directed the 
formation of dedicated teams 
in all police stations to curb 
rowdyism,” he added.
Absolute transparency  
in police recruitment
He called for absolute trans-
parency in police recruitment 
and warned that no one 
should secure a government 
job through bribery. “Merit 
alone should be the basis for 
appointments. The govern-
ment will stand with you. 
You, in turn, should discharge 
your duties with honesty and 
responsibility,” he said.
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Panchayat polls likely in Oct or Nov: Khandre
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Fake certificate: 
KPSC chief’s daughter 

booked

Man jailed for 
defaming state anti-

corruption agency

Loan harassment 
drives B’luru 
auto driver to 

end life

Bengaluru
The Vidhana Soudha po-
lice have registered an FIR 
against Suma S Sahukar, 

daughter of Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 

(KPSC) chief Shivashan-
karappa. Investigators re-
vealed she allegedly sub-
mitted fake income and 

caste certificates while ap-
plying for a government 

job as an Industrial Exten-
sion Officer. The serious 

document fraud came to 
light during a routine offi-
cial verification process. In 

her application, Suma 
claimed her entire family’s 
annual income was just Rs 
40,000. However, authori-
ties discovered her father 

earns a hefty monthly sal-
ary of over Rs 2 lakh. She 

now faces criminal charges 
for trying to illegally misuse 

government reservation 
benefits.

Bengaluru
The Bengaluru Sessions 
Court has sentenced SG 

Shankar from Bellary to six 
months in prison for writ-

ing derogatory letters 
against the Karnataka 

Lokayukta. The court also 
ordered the convicted 

man to pay a five thou-
sand rupee fine for inten-
tionally defaming the an-
ti-corruption agency. The 

trouble began after 
Shankar filed a false com-

plaint against a govern-
ment official in 2015. 

When investigators closed 
the case as baseless, an 

angry Shankar sent highly 
abusive letters to top offi-
cials. Even after receiving a 

legal warning notice, his 
arrogant behavior contin-
ued, forcing the Lokayukta 
office to file a successful 

defamation lawsuit 
against him.

BENGALURU
 

A local auto driver, Yusuf Ja-
mal Uddin, tragically ended 
his life after recording a final 
video detailing extreme finan-
cial harassment. Yusuf con-
sumed poison on Bellali-Kan-
nur road after sending the 
heartbreaking clip to his son, 
who rushed him to a hospital 
where he unfortunately 
passed away. In the video, Yu-
suf explained that a lender 
named Umesh fiercely threat-
ened his family and demand-
ed illegal, soaring interest 
rates on a loan. Despite earn-
ing daily wages, Yusuf could 
not keep up with the aggres-
sive extortion. Police have 
registered an official case and 
launched an urgent investiga-
tion to capture the accused 
lender.

DKS-HDK clash over river-linking data
The political dispute erupted after Kumaraswamy criticised the CM during a Belagavi visit, saying sharing water and 

linking major rivers like Krishna, Cauvery, and Godavari "is not like doing real estate in Bengaluru”
BENGALURU 

Karnataka Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar strongly hit back 
at Union Minister HD Ku-
maraswamy’s recent critical 
statements regarding the pro-
posed inter-state river-linking 
project. 

According to reports, Shi-
vakumar asserted that Ku-
maraswamy should first con-
sult with the Prime Minister 
and the Union Jal Shakti Min-
ister to obtain official data 
regarding the project before 
making public remarks.

The political dispute erupt-

ed after Kumaraswamy open-
ly criticized the Chief Minis-
ter during a visit to Belagavi. 
The Union Minister stated 
that sharing water and linking 
major rivers like the Krishna, 
Cauvery, and Godavari "is not 
like doing real estate in Ben-
galuru." 

He claimed that the Chief 
Minister lacks accurate infor-
mation regarding the exact 
water allocation guaranteed to 
the state following the histor-
ic struggles of former Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda. 
Kumaraswamy further alleged 
that the current state govern-

ment had quietly given its 
consent to the project without 
holding necessary discussions 

with opposition parties or in-
forming the public.

Responding firmly to the 

allegations, Shivakumar stat-
ed that he is prepared to give 
a fitting answer to anyone at 
any appropriate time. He dis-
missed the opposition's claims 
of keeping the state in the 
dark and implied that the 
Union Minis ter  should 
cross-verify ground realities 
with the central ministries re-
sponsible for water resources 
before issuing premature pub-
lic statements.

Beyond the irrigation dis-
pute, Chief Minister Shivaku-
mar utilized the press briefing 
to highlight his government’s 
firm resolve to transform Kar-

nataka into a completely drug-
free state. He emphasized that 
the administration is actively 
working to spread comprehen-
sive anti-drug awareness 
among school students, col-
lege youth, and parents. 

He urged all citizens to co-
operate fully with law en-
forcement agencies in this 
ongoing social mission, spe-
cifically highlighting the Kar-
nataka Police Department’s 
newly launched 'Beda Bro' 
(No Bro) digital and grass-
roots public campaign aimed 
at eradicating drug abuse 
across the state.

CENTURY CLUB IS A 
PUBLIC AUTHORITY: HC

BENGALURU 

In a landmark judgment deliv-
ered recently, a two-judge di-
vision bench of the Karnataka 
High Court ruled that Bengal-
uru’s historic Century Club 
constitutes a "public authority" 
and must officially operate un-
der the purview of the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act. 

The division bench, com-
prising Justice Anu Sivara-
man and Justice Venkatesh 
Nayak T., dismissed an appeal 
filed by the club’s manage-
ment. 

The high-profile appeal at-
tempted to challenge a previ-
ous single-judge order passed 
by Justice Suraj Govindaraj, 
which had similarly aligned 
with the Karnataka Informa-
tion Commission’s stance to 
open the club’s investments, 
internal records, and execu-
tive operations to regular pub-
lic inspection.

The legal battle dates back 
to 2012 when social activist 
and High Court advocate S. 
Umapathy filed an RTI appli-
cation requesting the club's 
cataloged rules and financial 
archives. 

The Century Club rejected 
the request, firmly asserting 
that it was an independent, 
private members' association 
funded strictly via internal 
subscription fees and day-to-
day member contributions. 
Management argued that the 
7.5 acres of premium land it 
occupies inside Cubbon Park 
was handed over in 1913 by 
the Maharaja of Mysore, 
Narasimharaja Wodeyar, 
alongside Sir M Visves-
varaya, as a personal pre-in-
dependence donation rather 
than a piece of government 
property. 

However, the High Court 
thoroughly rejected the club's 
defense. The division bench 
emphasized that any land 
granted by an erstwhile ruler 
or king during the pre-inde-

pendence era was executed on 
behalf of the princely state's 
government, meaning the land 
remains public property. 

The court further noted that 
the current market valuation 
of the massive 7.5-acre prop-
erty in the dead center of Ben-
galuru runs into hundreds, if 
not thousands, of crores of 
rupees. Because the club pays 
no active rent and its entire 
survival relies on this public 
property, the free land grant 
constitutes an immense "indi-
rect state subsidy." 

The bench concluded that 
since member fees pale into 
insignificance when com-
pared to the value of the land, 
the organization is substan-
tially financed by the state, 
making transparency via the 
RTI Act legally mandatory. 

The Court ruled that 
Bengaluru's historic 

Century Club is a 
public authority under 
the RTI Act, as its 1913 
land grant constitutes 

substantial state 
financing

BENGALURU

Rural areas across Karnataka 
are gearing up for big chang-
es. Village panchayat elec-
tions will finally take place 
this October and November, 
Rural Development Minister 
Ishwar Khandre announced 
recently.

The terms for most local 
councils have already ended. 
Officials are currently busy 
reshaping voting zones and 
fixing seat reservations. This 
crucial preparatory work will 

finish by next month, allow-
ing the State Election Com-
mission to conduct the voting 
within forty-five days. Minis-
ter Khandre highlighted that 
village governance fulfills 
Mahatma Gandhi's dream of 
true local self-rule.

To make daily life easier for 
rural families, the government 
plans to launch a doorstep de-
livery service for 'e-property' 
digital land records once cur-
rent surveys end. However, 
this helpful service will com-
pletely exclude layouts built 

illegally on public wasteland.
Financially, the state is fac-

ing major hurdles. Minister 
Khandre strongly criticized 
the central government for 
holding back ₹2,186 crore in 
vital development funds over 
minor technical software 
glitches, urging local MPs to 
demand the state's rightful 
share immediately. On a 
brighter note, he assured resi-
dents that there is absolutely 
no shortage of drinking water 
funds despite dry weather, as 
₹117 crore has already been 

sent to needy villages.
Additionally, Karnataka is 

expanding its rural employ-
ment scheme to stop migra-
tion. The Minister guaranteed 
that poor and underprivileged 
communities will find stable 
work close to home, meaning 
nobody needs to move to 
crowded urban slums for sur-
vival .  Last ly,  Khandre 
slammed the central govern-
ment’s proposed 'One Nation, 
One Election' system, calling 
it a dictatorial move to control 
the country.

9 ARRESTED IN  
₹30-CRORE DRUG BUST

BENGALURU 

Bengaluru Police have dealt a 
massive blow to international 
drug trafficking by seizing 
narcotics worth a staggering 
30.43 crore rupees. 

The successful operation 
led to the arrest of eight indi-
viduals, including five foreign 
nationals, two locals, and one 
suspect from a neighboring 
state.

Different law enforcement 
teams, including the Hebbal 
Police, Girinagar Police, and 
the CCB’s Narcotics Control 
Unit, teamed up for the sepa-
rate raids. Together, they con-
fiscated 29 kilograms of 
MDMA crystals, 20 grams of 
cocaine, and 1,000 ecstasy 
pills.

This major bust is part of a 
wider, highly successful 
crackdown on illegal sub-
stances in the city. So far in 
2026, authorities have regis-
tered nearly 3,000 drug cases, 
seizing contraband worth 
221.27 crore rupees. The fight 
against narcotics has acceler-
ated even further over the last 
month, resulting in over 700 
arrests and wiping another 

50.43 crore rupees worth of 
drugs off the streets.

Local authorities attribute 
these rapid successes to a 
newly launched public safety 
campaign called "Operation 
RISE." This initiative stands 
for Refuse, Inform, Support, 
and Empower. It unites the 
police force with education, 
health, and revenue depart-
ments to shield the local 
youth from addiction and 
smash smuggling networks.

In just the first nine days of 
this new campaign, police 
have already filed 135 cases 
and locked up 161 dealers. 
Top officials confirmed that 
they will continue to intensify 
these strict operations to com-
pletely wipe out the drug 
menace and keep the city's 
neighborhoods safe.

BENGALURU

Breathing the air in India’s 
Silicon City is now as damag-
ing to your health as smoking 
two cigarettes a week, or ten 
a month, a shocking new offi-
cial report reveals.

According to the Central 
Air Pollution Control Board, 
Bengaluru's rapid vehicular 
growth is choking the city. 
Every single day, nearly 3,000 
new vehicles hit the roads, in-
cluding 2,100 two-wheelers 
and 600 cars. This massive 
surge has turned the city into 
the world's second most con-
gested urban center.

Data shows an alarming 
trend over the last three years. 
In the 2025-26 fiscal year 
alone, registrations peaked 
with over 1.55 lakh new cars 
and 5.25 lakh two-wheelers. 
The city’s total vehicle count 
stands at a staggering 1.25 
crore, out of Karnataka's total 

3.5 crore vehicles.
Alarmingly, when counting 

commuters from neighboring 
areas, over 1.5 crore vehicles 
cram onto roads designed for 
just 50,000. This extreme grid-
lock, combined with the loss 
of millions of trees chopped 
down for infrastructure devel-
opment, has trapped toxic 
emissions across the tech hub.

While the situation is terri-
fying for local residents, the 
report notes that India's capi-
tal faces an even deadlier cri-
sis. Delhi's toxic air quality is 
equivalent to smoking two 
cigarettes every single day, 
fueled by 600 new cars join-
ing its roads daily.

Environmentalists warn that 
without immediate public 
transit reforms and aggressive 
green initiatives, Bengaluru's 
once-famed pleasant weather 
will permanently vanish be-
hind a thick cloud of toxic 
automotive exhaust.

Traffic snarls trigger 
alarming air pollution spike

12 Karnataka dams see 
surge in storage

BENGALURU

Recent monsoon rains across 
coastal districts, Malnad, Ma-
harashtra, and Kerala have 
finally brought a lease of life 
to Karnataka's major reser-
voirs.

However, the overall water 
storage levels still lag signifi-
cantly behind last year's fig-
ures. Data released by the 
Water Resources Department 
shows that while twelve key 
dams saw an increase in water 
levels, two actually registered 
a slight decrease.

The Almatti reservoir in Vi-
jayapura district has emerged 
as the biggest beneficiary of 
the heavy downpours over the 
last ten days. On July 1, the 
dam held just 20.90 TMC of 
water. It has since gained 36 
TMC, bringing its current 
storage to 57.07 TMC, which 
is roughly 46 percent of its 
total capacity. Despite this 
massive inflow, the current 
levels are far below the 88.38 
TMC recorded on the exact 
same day last year.

Other critical reservoirs are 
telling a very similar story of 
slow recovery. The Lingana-
makki dam in Shivamogga 
currently sits at just 20 per-

cent capacity with 29.94 
TMC, compared to a robust 
88.88 TMC last year. Mean-
while, the Varahi reservoir in 
Udupi district added 3 TMC 
to reach 7.74 TMC, which 
fills only a quarter of its ca-
pacity. In Uttara Kannada, the 
Supa reservoir gained 7 TMC 
over the past ten days, rising 
to 36.60 TMC.

Southern Karnataka is see-
ing modest gains as well. The 
Hemavati dam in Hassan add-
ed 8 TMC to reach 21.06 
TMC, filling 57 percent of its 
basin. Mandya’s famous 
Krishnarajasagar (KRS) dam 
also gained 8 TMC over the 
past ten days, bringing its 
storage to 14.50 TMC. How-
ever, this is a steep drop from 
the 46.10 TMC it held this 
time last year. Nearby, the 
Kabini reservoir in Mysuru 
holds 10.43 TMC, while the 
Bhadra reservoir in Chikka-
magaluru stands at 31.26 
TMC. Finally, the Ghatapra-
bha dam in Belagavi received 
10 TMC, pushing its storage 
to 17.47 TMC. While the in-
coming water offers some 
hope, the state still heavily 
relies on sustained rainfall to 
secure its long-term water 
needs.

BOYS DRIVE STATE’S 18.1% SCHOOL DROPOUT RATE
BENGALURU

Karnataka has emerged with a 
mixed record in education, 
showing improvements in 
school facilities and teacher 
availability while facing the 
country’s highest secondary 
school dropout rate. Accord-
ing to the latest report, 18.1 
percent of secondary students 
leave school before complet-
ing their education, the high-

est in India. Boys are more 
affected, with nearly 22 per-
cent dropping out compared 
to around 14 percent of girls.

The state has made prog-
ress in other areas. Schools 
with zero students have re-
duced sharply from more 
than 1,000 to just 104. The 
student-teacher ratio has im-
proved, allowing better atten-
tion for children. Most 
schools now provide drink-

ing water, electricity and 
clean toilets, while over half 
have computers and internet 
access.

Despite these improve-
ments, government schools 
have lost more than 7.8 lakh 
students over the past four 
years as many families shift 
to private institutions. Overall 
student enrolment has also 
declined this year, including 
first-grade admissions.

HM defends issue of residence certificates 
BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister 
Priyank Kharge strongly de-
fended the state government's 
decision to issue Permanent 
Residence Certificates, sharp-
ly criticizing the opposition 
BJP for its resistance. 

The political dispute erupt-
ed after the BJP claimed that 
issuing these residency certif-
icates poses a severe threat to 
national security and could 
potentially benefit illegal im-
migrants. 

Rebuffing these allegations, 
Kharge questioned the logic 
behind the opposition’s 
stance, asking why a legiti-
mate state government should 
be barred from verifying its 
residents. He pointed out that 
official government authori-
ties, not political party work-
ers, responsibly handle the 
documentation process.

Highlighting broader citi-
zenship debates, Kharge ques-
tioned what documents would 

ever suffice to prove a per-
son's identity if widely ac-
cepted credentials like pass-
ports, bank accounts, and 
identity cards are deemed in-
sufficient by critics. 

He further turned the tables 
on the central government, 
arguing that if illegal immi-
gration is occurring, the re-
sponsibility lies with Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 

and central border manage-
ment, rather than state level 
administrative procedures.

Beyond the certificate con-
troversy, Kharge also ad-
dressed the highly anticipated 
state cabinet expansion. Dis-
missing traditional beliefs re-
garding the inauspicious 
"Ashada" month, he empha-
sized that governance and 
public welfare must always 
take precedence over supersti-
tious timelines. 

He assured that the cabinet 
expansion would take place 
very soon to effectively man-
age ongoing climate challeng-
es like severe droughts and 
floods. 

Regarding recent anti-cor-
ruption developments, the 
minister maintained a firm 
stance, stating clearly that no-
body stands above the law 
and all official procedures re-
garding prosecution permis-
sions will strictly follow es-
tablished legal frameworks 
carefully.
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Priyank defends Hariprasad’s controversial RSS remarks
CONG-RSS ROW ESCALATES 
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Heavy hospital gate 
collapses injuring 

temple priest

New draft 
policy to end free 

parking in city

Honest officer 
transferred twice in 

two months

Stray leopard sparks long-
awaited neighborhood 

park cleanup

Bengaluru
A shocking freak accident 
occurred in Basavanagudi 
when a massive iron gate 

collapsed, severely injuring 
a local temple priest. The 

victim, identified as Madhu 
from the Shaneshwara 

temple, was walking past 
the Brindavan Nagar Pri-

mary Health Center when 
the gate’s welded joints 
suddenly snapped. The 
heavy structure crashed 

directly onto his back, 
trapping him underneath. 

Alert local residents 
rushed to the spot, lifted 
the iron gate, and pulled 
Madhu out, barely saving 
his life. He was rushed to 
KIMS Hospital with a se-
vere spinal injury and is 

currently undergoing criti-
cal emergency medical 

treatment.

Bengaluru
The state government is 

reviewing the draft Greater 
Bengaluru Authority Park-
ing Rules, 2026, aiming to 
heavily regulate the city’s 

expanding vehicle popula-
tion. The bold proposal 

shifts the city toward man-
datory paid public parking, 
effectively ending decades 

of free roadside parking. 
Under these rules, even 

parking outside your home 
could require an annual 

permit fee. To reduce road 
congestion, the policy 

strongly encourages pri-
vate property owners to 

convert vacant plots into 
paid parking spots by of-

fering lucrative thirty-five-
year tax exemptions. Addi-
tionally, commercial build-
ings converting approved 
basement parking spaces 

into shops face strict 
weekly fines.

Bengaluru
The sudden transfer of KAS 
officer Asha Parveen for the 
second time in two months 

has sparked widespread 
public outrage. Parveen, re-
cently appointed at the Kid-
wai Memorial Institute, and 
was abruptly moved to the 

Bangalore Water Board. So-
cial media users allege she 
is being punished for sub-

mitting detailed reports ex-
posing massive financial ir-
regularities at Kidwai and 
Victoria hospitals. Citizens 

are questioning the govern-
ment’s anti-corruption 

stance, expressing deep 
disappointment that an up-
right officer faces frequent 
transfers instead of getting 

support. Meanwhile, the 
administration remains 

completely silent on why 
the honest whistleblower 

was suddenly moved again.

Bengaluru
Residents of Byadarahalli 
are surprisingly thanking a 
wild leopard that has been 

roaming their neighbor-
hood for two days. Al-

though locals remain terri-
fied as the forest depart-
ment sets traps, the wild 

cat’s presence accom-
plished something local 

citizens could not do 
alone for many years. A lo-

cal park had been aban-
doned and overgrown 

with dangerous bushes 
despite hundreds of offi-

cial complaints. Now, 
workers hunting for the 
hidden animal are thor-

oughly cleaning the entire 
ruined park to catch it. 

Residents are thrilled that 
the dangerous area is fi-

nally clean, even if a scary 
leopard caused the sud-

den cleanup.

Khandre defends HMT forest 
land recovery amid HDK attack

The Forest Minister declared the disputed HMT property as state 
forest land, proposing a massive public park

BENGALURU

A fierce political war of 
words has broken out over the 
ownership of HMT land in 
North Bengaluru. 

Karnataka Forest Minister 
Eshwar B Khandre declared 
that the disputed property is 
official forest land belonging 
strictly to the state govern-
ment, flatly rejecting claims 
made by Union Minister HD 
Kumaraswamy. 

Khandre announced plans 
to transform the area into a 
massive public park, aiming 
to create a green breathing 
space even larger than the his-
toric Lalbagh and Cubbon 
Park.

Addressing the media at Vi-
kas Soudha, Khandre sharply 
criticized the former Chief 
Minister for claiming the state 
has no rights over the proper-

ty. He explained that accord-
ing to multiple Supreme 
Court rulings, any land desig-
nated as a forest remains a 
forest permanently unless it 
undergoes a legal conversion 
process. Khandre noted that 
because HMT has stopped its 
operations, the land must le-
gally return to the state gov-
ernment rather than being 
sold off to private parties.

The Forest Minister also 
boldly accepted Kumaras-
wamy’s challenge to visit the 
HMT site. He strongly dis-
missed any allegations of tres-
passing, sharing photographs 
of local officials welcoming 
him warmly with bouquets 
during his previous visits. De-
fending his track record, 
Khandre proudly stated that 
his administration has suc-

cessfully cleared over 12,204 
acres of illegal forest en-
croachments across the state 
over the last three years, 
which includes recovering 
252 acres of prime land in 
Bengaluru worth Rs 10,000 
crore.

Turning the tables, Khandre 
questioned Kumaraswamy’s 
own achievements as Union 
Steel Minister, pointing out 
that promised investments for 
reviving local factories have 
failed to show any real prog-
ress. He urged Kumaraswamy 
to remember his roots and 
protect local interests. Khan-
dre demanded that the Union 
Minister show the exact same 
concern for the environment 
of Karnataka's land and for-
ests as he does for his own 
backyard, instead of helping 
central agencies hold onto 
state property illegally.

‘Large garbage 
producers must 

register with CPCB’
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru West City 
Corporation is cracking down 
on large commercial and res-
idential complexes that vio-
late waste disposal laws. \
Corporation Commissioner 
Dr Rajendra KV led a major 
strategy meeting with health 
inspectors, waste manage-
ment officials, and city mar-
shals to enforce a strict new 
trash management plan.

Currently, 1,552 bulk waste 
generators are registered 
within the West zone. The 
Commissioner ordered teams 
to actively identify facilities 
operating outside legal guide-
lines. He also invited local 
Residents' Welfare Associa-
tions to report violators. Un-
der the rules that started on 
April 1, 2026, large garbage 
producers must register with 
the Central Pollution Control 
Board. They must also pro-
cess their own organic waste 
on-site whenever possible.

If on-site composting is not 
feasible, complexes must hire 
authorized corporate firms, 
specifically MSGP or Swac-
cha Eco Solutions. Officials 
warned that dumping trash 
with unapproved local ven-
dors is illegal. To ensure com-
pliance, the Greater Bengalu-
ru Authority's Command Cen-
ter will digitally track all 
waste disposal. Additionally, 
the Supreme Court is directly 
monitoring the city's progress.

Residents must now sepa-
rate their trash into four dis-
tinct categories - wet, dry, 
sanitary, and special care 
waste. Mixing trash, burning 
it, or throwing it into local 
drains and open plots is strict-
ly banned. Violators who fail 

to set up proper systems will 
face immediate penalties.

To clean up the city's trans-
port system, standard collec-
tion points are being convert-
ed into modern transfer sta-
tions across all assembly 
constituencies. This upgrade 
will completely stop smelly 
garbage water from leaking 
onto public roads when trucks 
move waste.

Solid Waste Management 
Chief Officer Ramamani em-
phasized that bulk generators 
hold the highest responsibility 
for keeping the city clean. 
Commissioner Rajendra con-
cluded that blaming each oth-
er will not solve the crisis, 
making strict enforcement 
absolutely inevitable. He 
urged successful, eco-friendly 
communities to act as models, 
proving that properly man-
aged trash can become a valu-
able resource rather than a 
public nuisance.

The Bengaluru West 
City Corporation has 

launched a strict waste 
management plan, 

ordering bulk 
generators to legally 

process their own 
organic trash or face 

penalties

Additional District Election Officer KN Ramesh launched an inspection of the 
voter list revision in Bommanahalli to ensure accuracy

Voter list cleanup begins in Bengaluru South
BENGALURU

Additional District Election 
O ff i c e r  K . N .  R a m e s h 
launched a hands-on inspec-
tion of the ongoing voter list 
revision and door-to-door sur-
vey in the Bommanahalli as-
sembly constituency. 

The massive drive aims to 
create an error-free, complete-
ly accurate voter roll while 
ensuring every single eligible 
citizen gets a fair opportunity 
to register.

During his field visit to the 
Vaishnavi Terrace Apartment 
complex in Puttenahalli ward, 
Ramesh met with local asso-
ciation leaders. He instructed 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) 

to maximize the weekend hol-
iday, as most residents would 
be home. 

He urged the apartment 
managers to distribute official 
enumeration forms immedi-
ately, gather the completed 
documents quickly, and hand 
them back to the verification 
officers without any unneces-
sary delay.

Later, Ramesh led a crucial 
coordination meeting in Dore-
sanipalya with local officers 
and agents from various polit-
ical parties. He directed staff 
to hand out fresh registration 
applications to any unregis-
tered residents in the neigh-
borhood and speed up the 
data entry process.

To maintain the absolute 
integrity of the democratic 
process, Ramesh ordered 
strict action to identify de-
ceased voters and residents 
who have permanently relo-
cated from the constituency. 
Following the explicit guide-
lines of the Election Commis-
sion of India, officers must 
meticulously verify these 
names before removing them, 
ensuring the final database 
remains completely authentic 
and clean.

The senior election official 
also inspected the local Voter 
Assistance Center in Arakere 
ward to review staff perfor-
mance. He emphasized that 
the public must receive quick, 

clear answers without any 
confusing bureaucratic hur-
dles. Sitting down with the 
technical team, Ramesh prac-
tically demonstrated how to 
use the official software to 
seamlessly track new applica-
tions and look up resident de-
tails.

Warning that delays will 
not be tolerated, Ramesh con-
cluded the tour by ordering all 
supervisors to finish the spe-
cial voter revision works 
strictly within the prescribed 
deadline. Joint Election Offi-
cer Vandana and Assistant 
Electoral Registration Officer 
S.C. Manjunath accompanied 
him during the field inspec-
tion.

BENGALURU

A major political storm has 
erupted in Karnataka as top 
Congress leaders launched a 
fierce verbal attack against 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh.

The controversy began after 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee President BK Har-
iprasad made highly provoca-
tive remarks regarding an 
important, high-profile RSS 
meeting currently taking 

place in Belagavi.
Hariprasad claimed that 

historical data links these or-
ganizational gatherings to ma-
jor social disturbances and 
violence. 

He specifically pointed out 
that past meetings were unfor-
tunately followed by the trag-
ic assassinations of prominent 
public figures, including 
scholar MM Kalburgi and 
journalist Gauri Lankesh. His 
explosive statements immedi-
ately sparked severe outrage 

among opposition 
Bharatiya Janata 
Party leaders, who 
strongly criticized 
the ruling party for 
making baseless 
allegations.

Stepping into 
the raging debate, 
state Home Minis-
ter Priyank Kharge 
openly defended 
Hariprasad’s controversial 
stance. Speaking directly to 
media reporters in the capital 

city, Kharge as-
serted that past 
events show a vis-
ible pattern of ten-
sion fol lowing 
such meetings. He 
further revealed 
that local intelli-
gence agencies 
h a v e  a l r e a d y 
shared sensitive 
internal informa-

tion regarding potential safety 
threats, though he declined to 
disclose specific details be-

fore the appropriate time.
The Home Minister issued 

a stern warning to all social 
and political groups, empha-
sizing that his department will 
prioritize public safety above 
all else. He made it absolutely 
clear that the administration 
will take strict, uncompromis-
ing legal action against any 
organization that attempts to 
break the law, incite violence, 
or disrupt peaceful communal 
harmony.

As the ideological battle in-

tensifies, BJP representatives 
continue to demand account-
ability, accusing the Congress 
government of playing dan-
gerous political games to di-
vide society. Meanwhile, state 
police forces remain on high 
alert to prevent any law and 
order issues in the region. 
With both sides refusing to 
back down, the political cli-
mate remains tense across the 
state, highlighting deep-root-
ed rivalries ahead of upcom-
ing local discussions.

BENGALURU

The investigation into Karna-
taka's infamous Police Sub-In-
spector recruitment scam has 
intensified. Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar has officially 
greenlit a departmental inquiry 
against suspended senior IPS 
officer Amrit Paul.

Following the Chief Minis-
ter's clearance, the Department 
of Personnel and Administra-
tive Reforms issued a formal 
notice to the Additional Direc-
tor General of Police. He must 
now appear before the inquiry 
committee to record his state-
ment regarding the massive 
corruption scandal.

This internal investigation 
moves forward under Rule 
8(4) of the All India Services 
Rules. It marks a significant 
development in a case that 
shocked the entire state four 
years ago. Amrit Paul, who 
headed the Police Recruitment 
Division when the scam un-
folded, was jailed as a prime 

accused before securing bail.
The Criminal Investigation 

Department’s Special Investi-
gation Team previously sub-
mitted a massive 1,406-page 
chargesheet against the top 
cop back in 2022. However, 
official departmental action 
remained stalled for years. The 
deadlock finally broke on July 
9 when authorities issued the 
official inquiry charge sheet.

Originally exposed through 
multiple cases filed in Benga-
luru and North Karnataka, the 
multi-crore recruitment fraud 
was later transferred to the 
specialized CID SIT unit. 
This high-profile case created 
history in Karnataka, marking 
the very first time an officer 
of the prestigious ADGP rank 
was imprisoned for corrup-
tion. With the current govern-
ment pushing for accountabil-
ity, this newly revived inter-
nal probe aims to thoroughly 
examine the mountain of evi-
dence collected against the 
top official.

CM greenlights departmental 
probe against Amrit Paul

BENGALURU

Panic gripped residents of 
Doddabettahalli near Yelahan-
ka after drinking water from 
the Cauvery River became 
heavily contaminated. 

The pollution occurred be-
cause a private firm acciden-
tally damaged a main supply 
pipeline while executing sep-
arate underground pipeline 
work.

As a result of this careless 
blunder, muddy, black water 
flowed directly into residen-
tial sumps and overhead stor-
age tanks. The widespread 
contamination hit approxi-
mately 500 households across 
Attur ward, Doddabettahalli, 
and the BHEL Layout in the 
Yelahanka zone.

Local families depend en-
tirely on this crucial water 
supply for daily cooking, 
drinking, and bathing. The 
sudden influx of filth has trig-
gered an acute shortage of 
clean water in the area, forc-
ing worried citizens to buy 
expensive bottled water.

The Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board 
quickly intervened and an-
nounced that the physical 
pipeline damage has now 
been successfully repaired. 

However, anxious locals re-
main highly skeptical about 
the lingering safety of their 
water. Families are now de-
manding an official clarifica-
tion and quality assurance 
certification from water board 
engineers before they resume 
using it.

This public health scare 
comes at a challenging time 
when India's Silicon Valley is 
already battling a looming 
threat of seasonal water scar-
city. Residents expressed deep 
anger over the lack of coordi-
nation during civic excava-
tions, noting that such care-
less corporate lapses drasti-
cally worsen the daily strug-
gles of citizens. Authorities 
are currently assessing the 
situation to ensure complete 
decontamination of the local 
distribution network.

Contaminated water sparks 
panic in Yelahanka

PRCs issued after thorough 
verification: DyCM

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister Dr G 
Parameshwara strongly de-
fended the Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision to issue per-
manent residence certificates 
(PRCs), completely dismiss-
ing critical allegations raised 
by the opposition BJP.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
asserted that the entire certifi-
cation process is completely 
legal, transparent, and de-
signed to help local students.

Parameshwar clarified a ma-
jor point regarding administra-
tive roles, stating that the cen-
tral government has never 
historically issued caste certif-
icates. Instead, state govern-
ments have always held the 
legal authority to handle these 
essential documents. He ex-
plained that the new permanent 
residence certificates are being 
distributed systematically only 
after local officials thoroughly 
verify official identity cards 
and residential records.

According to Parameshwar, 
the National Commission has 
established thirteen specific 
criteria for the ongoing Spe-
cial Summary Revision (SIR), 
which explicitly includes ver-
ifying a citizen's proof of res-
idence. 

He argued that the state 
government is simply work-
ing within its legal jurisdic-
tion, just as it successfully did 
when issuing caste certificates 
to residents in previous years.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
highlighted the urgent, practi-
cal need for this administra-
tive move, pointing out a ma-
jor crisis faced by local youth. 
He revealed that approximate-
ly 50,000 to 60,000 students 
recently encountered severe 
problems when trying to ap-
pear for competitive exams 
like the Common Entrance 
Test (CET) because they 
lacked proper caste documen-
tation.

By clearly mentioning caste 
details on the new permanent 
residence certificates, the 
state aims to streamline the 
p a p e r w o r k  p r o c e s s . 
Parameshwar emphasized that 
this dual approach will direct-
ly benefit children, ensuring 
they do not miss vital educa-
tional opportunities due to 
bureaucratic delays.

As the political debate con-
tinues to intensify, the ruling 
Congress administration in-
sists the policy is purely stu-
dent-centric, while opposition 
leaders remain skeptical about 
its execution. 

KHARGE THREATENS TO ABOLISH 
CORRUPT RECRUITMENT BODIES
BENGALURU: State Home Minister Priyank Kharge announced 
he would completely abolish the KPSC and KAT recruitment boards if 
given full authority. His strong reaction followed a fresh criminal case 

filed against the KPSC chairman's daughter for allegedly using a 
fraudulent income certificate to illegally claim job reservation benefits. 

Kharge strongly emphasized that systemic corruption routinely ruins 
the bright future of hard-working local youths. He urged the state gov-

ernment to collectively bring strict new laws to cleanse the system, 
promising transparent new administrative rules within ten days to 

permanently stop ongoing cheating in government job appointments.
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AI poses a challenge to teachers: Mithun
MANGALORE

AI has brought major chal-
lenges to education, and 
teachers must receive contin-
uous training to handle the 
changing environment, said 
Mangalore City Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Mithun 
H.N. He said artificial intelli-
gence should be used effec-
tively to improve teaching 
methods and provide quality 
education to students.

Speaking at an event in Jep-
pinamogaru, Mithun launched 
the Civil Service Guide pro-
gramme for school students at 
Yenepoya School auditorium. 
He explained that AI is influ-
encing many fields and bring-
ing changes in learning sys-
tems. According to him, tech-

nology can reduce teachers’ 
workload and help students 
understand subjects better.

He added that teachers have 
responsibility to identify stu-
dent talent and encourage 
their growth. He appreciated 
MEEF’s effort to introduce 
civil service examination 
awareness among high school 
students and develop interest 

in public service careers. 
Mithun said confidence, per-
sonality development, current 
knowledge and awareness of 
technology are important for 
students preparing for future 
challenges.

Mithun shared that his own 
journey from a hill town to 
engineering studies and teach-
ing profession helped him 

gain experience before pre-
paring for civil services. 
MEEF Honorary President 
Umar Tike said the organisa-
tion aims to provide quality 
education and create aware-
ness about competitive exam-
inations. He said the pro-
gramme focuses on current 
affairs, positive thinking and 
personality development 
among students.

Yenepoya Group Director 
Yenepoya Abdullah Javed in-
augurated the programme 
while MEEF President Musab-
ba P Barry presided over the 
event. National Teacher 
Awardee Narasimha Murthy 
H.K. conducted a seminar on 
artificial intelligence during 
the programme. MEEF offi-
cials, school principals and 

education representatives also 
participated in the gathering. 
The event highlighted the need 
for teachers to adapt to new 
technologies while maintain-
ing human values in educa-
tion. Experts believe that re-
sponsible use of AI can sup-
port teachers and students by 
creating better learning oppor-
tunities. The initiative aims to 
prepare young learners for fu-
ture careers and encourage 
them to explore civil service 
opportunities with confidence. 
As education systems continue 
changing, teachers and stu-
dents must work together to 
use technology wisely and 
build a stronger future learning 
environment for society with 
innovation and equal opportu-
nities for all generations.

AI-ENHANCED-TEACHING
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Tourists damage
 cattle grass while 

making reels

Twelve goats stolen 
from farm shed in 

Hulasur

Hassan
Tourists driving off-road 
vehicles for social media 

reels at Gavi Betta in Sak-
leshpur have damaged 
cattle fodder and local 

roads, causing anger 
among residents. The area 
is home to wildlife includ-
ing bison, porcupines, wild 

cats, monkeys and pea-
cocks. Locals said the vehi-
cle activities are disturbing 

animals that visit the re-
gion for water and shelter. 
Despite restrictions on ve-

hicle movement, some 
tourists entered the area 
and caused destruction. 

Residents have urged au-
thorities to take strict ac-

tion against such activities 
and protect the natural 
surroundings. They said 
preserving the habitat is 
important for both live-

stock and wildlife living in 
the region.

Hulasur
Twelve goats worth around 

Rs 1.40 lakh were stolen 
after thieves broke the lock 

of a farm shed at Alavai 
village in Hulasur taluk. 

Farmer Praveen Bhandari, 
who rears goats along with 

farming, found the theft 
when he visited the shed 
the next morning. He had 

locked the goats inside the 
shed on the previous night 
before returning home. The 

stolen animals included 
four female goats, one 
male goat and seven 

young goats. A complaint 
has been registered at Me-

hkar Police Station, and 
police have started an in-
vestigation to identify and 

arrest the accused in-
volved in the theft.

People must unite to protect 
democracy: CPI Leader

Rojorio criticised BJP and RSS policies, alleging social divisions and 
democratic changes, urging unity to protect harmony

RAICHUR

CPI(ML) Liberation State 
Secretary Clifton D. Rojorio 
called on people to unite to 
protect democracy and consti-
tutional values during the par-
ty’s second district conference 
held in Raichur. He said col-
lective efforts from citizens 
are necessary to safeguard 
democratic principles and en-
sure the rights of people re-
main protected.

Addressing the gathering at 
Sharan Madara Channaiah 
Bhavan town hall, Rojorio 
criticised the policies of the 
BJP and RSS, alleging that 
they were creating divisions 
in society. He claimed that at-
tempts were being made to 
change the country’s demo-
cratic character and move to-
wards a different political 
system. He urged people to 
remain aware and united to 
protect social harmony.

Rojorio also spoke about 
economic issues and said glo-
balisation, liberalisation and 
privatisation policies were 
affecting workers. He alleged 
that wealth was becoming 
concentrated among a few 
large businesses while labour 
rights were facing challenges. 
He called for stronger move-
ments to protect employment 
opportunities and the interests 
of working communities.

District Secretary Nagaraja 
Pujar said the Special Inten-

sive Revision (SIR) of voter 
lists raised concerns regarding 
citizens’ voting rights. During 
the conference, party mem-
bers discussed political, eco-
nomic and social issues af-
fecting the country. Resolu-
tions were passed on matters 
including agriculture, irriga-
tion, employment, education, 
healthcare, women’s safety, 
and the rights of Dalit and 
backward communities.

The conference also decided 
to strengthen the party organi-

sation from villages to district 
levels. Members planned to 
increase party membership, 
provide political education to 
workers and expand public 
campaigns on people’s issues. 
A 16-member district commit-
tee was elected during the 
meeting, with Nagaraja Pujar 
being re-elected as district sec-
retary for another term.

Several party leaders and 
members participated in the 
conference, including Aziz 
Jagidar, Basavaraja Belagur-
ki, Viresh Lingasugura, R. H. 
Kalamangi and others. The 
meeting concluded with a 
commitment to continue pub-
lic outreach programmes and 
work on social issues. Party 
leaders said they would focus 
on strengthening grassroots 
movements and addressing 
concerns of communities 
across the district through or-
ganised efforts and public 
participation.

Yadgir completes 
distribution of SIR 
enumeration forms
YADGIR

The distribution of Enumera-
tion Forms under the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
the electoral roll has been 
completed across Yadgir dis-
trict, District Collector and 
District Election Officer Ra-
hul Pandve said. He stated 
that Booth Level Officers suc-
cessfully distributed all forms 
to eligible voters as part of the 
campaign to prepare an accu-
rate and error-free voter list.

According to officials, the 
dis t r ic t  has  a  tota l  of 
10,53,236 registered voters. 
Since June 30, Booth Level 
Officers have been visiting 
every household to distribute 
the forms. The campaign will 
continue until July 29, during 
which voters are expected to 
submit the completed forms 
along with the required docu-
ments for verification.

The district administration 
said all 10,53,236 printed 
forms have been distributed, 
achieving 100 per cent cover-
age. So far, 1,86,796 forms, 
or 17.74 per cent, have been 
digitised, while 1,645 applica-
tions have been submitted 
through the online system. 
During verification, officials 
identified 2,598 entries re-
quiring correction, including 
deceased voters, permanently 
shifted residents, duplicate 
registrations and other cases.

Taluk-wise, the distribution 
process has been completed in 
Shorapura, Shahapur, Yadgir, 
Gurmitkal, Wadagera and Hu-

nasagi. Shahapur recorded the 
highest digitisation progress, 
followed by Hunasagi, Gur-
mitkal, Shorapura, Wadagera 
and Yadgir. Officials said the 
revision process is progress-
ing smoothly across the dis-
trict.

Rahul Pandve appealed to 
residents to cooperate with 
Booth Level Officers by pro-
viding the necessary docu-
ments and correct informa-
tion. He said public participa-
tion is essential to ensure the 
electoral roll remains accu-
rate, transparent and inclu-
sive, allowing every eligible 
citizen to exercise their dem-
ocratic right during future 
elections.

District administration 
completed form 

distribution, digitised 
17.74% entries, 
received online 

applications, and 
identified corrections 
involving deceased, 

shifted, duplicate, and 
other voter records

MADIKERI

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls is 
progressing rapidly in Koda-
gu district, with Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) continuing 
door-to-door visits despite 
frequent rainfall. Officials 
said 93.19 per cent of enu-
meration form distribution 
has been completed so far.

The Election Commission’s 
SIR process aims to ensure 
that no eligible voter is left 
out and no ineligible person is 
included in the electoral roll. 
BLOs began distributing enu-

meration forms to households 
from June 30 and will contin-
ue their visits until July 29.

D u r i n g  t h e i r  v i s i t s , 
booth-level officers are pro-
viding each voter with two 
copies of pre-printed enumer-
ation forms containing exist-
ing voter details. They are 
also assisting residents in fill-
ing out the forms correctly. 
Voters are required to submit 
the completed forms to BLOs 
within the deadline, either 
physically or through online 
submission along with sup-
porting documents.

Officials warned that voters 

who fail to submit the forms 
may be categorised as absent, 
migrated, deceased, or dupli-
cate and may not be included 
in the draft electoral roll.

Kodagu district currently 
has 4,68,657 registered vot-
ers, and enumeration forms 
have been distributed to 
4,36,733 voters. In the Ma-
dikeri Assembly constituency, 
covering Somwarpet, Kushal-
nagar, and Madikeri taluks, 
96.20 per cent of the distribu-
tion target has been achieved.

In the Virajpet Assembly 
constituency, covering Ma-
dikeri, Virajpet, and Ponnam-

pet taluks, 90.07 per cent of 
forms have been distributed.

Officials said digitalisation 
of submitted forms is also un-
derway. After receiving all 
forms, the Electoral Registra-
tion Officer will prepare the 
draft voter list on August 5. 
Voters will have an opportu-
nity to submit claims and ob-
jections from August 5 to 
September 4.

The final electoral roll will 
be published on October 10 
and shared with political par-
ties. It will also be uploaded 
on the official website for 
public access.

SIR PROCESS GAINS MOMENTUM IN 
KODAGU DESPITE HEAVY RAINS

KADUR

Former MLA P. Rajeev has 
criticised the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s internal reservation 
policy, alleging that the allo-
cation has adversely affected 
the Banjara community and 
could impact the educational 
and social progress of its 
younger generation.

Speaking at a public aware-
ness meeting organised in 
Kadur against the govern-
ment’s reservation decisions, 
Rajeev alleged that the Con-
gress government had imple-
mented an unscientific distri-
bution of internal reservation 
and failed to consider the ac-
tual social and educational 
conditions of communities.

He said members of the 
Banjara community should 
understand the implications of 
the reservation allocation and 
create awareness among peo-
ple living in tandas across the 
state.

Rajeev recalled that the 
community had earlier op-
posed the Sadashiva Commis-
sion report and had demanded 

reservation benefits based on 
population and social condi-
tions. He claimed that the pre-
vious BJP government had 
responded to the community’s 
demand by providing 4.5 per 
cent reservation covering four 
communities, including Kor-
acha, Korama, Bhovi, and 
Banjara.

He alleged that the Con-
gress government later criti-
cised the BJP’s decision and 
created confusion among the 
community through political 
campaigns. According to him, 
such developments affected 
the BJP’s performance in sev-
eral constituencies, including 
Chikkamagaluru and Kadur.

Rajeev accused the Con-
gress government of causing 
injustice to the Banjara com-

munity and appealed to com-
munity members to unite and 
oppose what he described as 
unfair policies.

He urged people in tandas 
to remain active in raising 
awareness and protecting the 
interests of the community. 
He called for continued public 
participation until the govern-
ment addressed their con-
cerns.

The meeting was attended 
by former Tanda Develop-
ment Corporation chairman 
Basavaraj Naik and commu-
nity leaders including Limby-
anaik, Tulasiram, Guruprasad, 
Govindanaik, Anandanaik, 
Manikantha Rathod, Kavita-
bai, Lakshmana Naik, B.T. 
Gangadhara Naik, Srinivasa 
Naik, and others.

Banjara leaders oppose internal 
reservation policy in Karnataka

MP Prabha urges strict 
women safety measures

DAVANAGERE

MP Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun 
has directed police officials to 
take strict action to protect 
women after reports of al-
leged sexual assault cases in 
some fitness clubs across the 
district. She instructed Dis-
trict Superintendent of Police 
Shekhar H. Tekkannavar to 
prioritize women's safety and 
ensure immediate response to 
complaints. 

An emergency meeting was 
held where officials were 
asked to review security sys-
tems in gyms, fitness centres, 
commercial stores and other 
places frequently visited by 
women.

The MP said CCTV sys-
tems and safety arrangements 
should be properly checked 
and rules must be followed 
strictly in all such establish-
ments. She also called for 
meetings with fitness club and 
gym owners to create aware-
ness about women's protec-

tion and encourage preventive 
steps. She directed authorities 
to conduct awareness pro-
grammes throughout the con-
stituency and strengthen the 
women's helpline Akkapade 
by improving its functioning. 
Officials were asked to imple-
ment laws effectively and 
take strong action against 
those responsible for violence 
against women without any 
negligence.

Providing a safe environ-
ment for women is a major 
responsibility of the adminis-
tration and police department, 
the MP said while asking of-
ficials to respond quickly to 
every safety complaint. She 
added that strict monitoring 
and timely action would help 
build confidence among 
women across the district. 
The authorities are expected 
to continue efforts to prevent 
crimes and create safer spaces 
through better coordination 
and stronger security mea-
sures for the public.

Lok Adalat reunites three 
couples in Humanabad

HUMANABAD

The Rashtriya Lok Adalat 
held at the Humanabad court 
on Saturday brought happi-
ness as three couples reunited 
after resolving family dis-
putes. The couples, who were 
involved in legal cases due to 
differences, reached a settle-
ment through the Lok Adalat 
and decided to restart their 
married lives willingly. Senior 
Civil Judge Kantu Kurane and 
First Additional Civil Judge 
Santosh B. guided the pro-
ceedings, where the couples 
exchanged flower garlands 
and began a new chapter to-
gether. Judges and officials 
later offered sweets and 
wished them a peaceful and 

happy future.
The event showed the im-

portance of Lok Adalat in set-
tling family matters through 
mutual understanding and 
restoring relationships. Law-
yers including Taluka Presi-
dent Manjunath Reddy, Gen-
eral Secretary Vijayakumar 
Nathe, Senior Advocates Ravi 
Nirna, Ashok Verma, Kiran 
Hanumashetti, Laxman Nan-
di, Satish Rampure, Salman 
Ali, Prabhakar Nagarale, Ra-
vikant Hoogar and Krishna 
Muguli were present. Their 
presence highlighted the sup-
port for peaceful solutions 
and encouraged people to use 
legal forums for resolving 
conflicts without further dis-
putes.

Comprehensive voter list 
revision launches in Chitradurga
CHITRADURGA

Additional District Electoral 
Officer B.T. Kumaraswamy 
hit the ground, inspecting 
polling booths across Chitra-
durga, Holalkere, and Ho-
sadurga. His mission? Ensur-
ing the Special Comprehen-
sive Revision of Voter Lists 
runs flawlessly so every eligi-
ble resident can vote. During 
his visit, Kumaraswamy re-
viewed the progress of Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs) and 
emphasized the immense re-
sponsibility they carry. He 

urged the officers to work 
with utmost loyalty and dedi-
cation. To ensure total accura-
cy, he instructed BLOs to 
conduct thorough door-to-
door checks. If a house is 
locked, officers must return at 
least three times to gather the 
required details. Kumaras-
wamy also engaged with lo-
cals, encouraging them to fill 
out their census forms cor-
rectly and participate actively 
in the revision process. The 
ultimate goal is simple: a 
complete, error-free voter list 
where no citizen is left out.
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The proposal to organise 
Kambala, a traditional coastal 
sport, during the famous My-
suru Dasara festival has creat-
ed a major debate in Karnata-
ka. While some leaders have 
opposed the inclusion, others 
have welcomed the decision, 
saying it can showcase the 
state’s diverse cultural tradi-
tions. The issue has now be-
come a topic of discussion 
among political leaders and 
cultural groups.

Union Minister H. D. Ku-
maraswamy criticised the 
government’s decision and 
said Kambala should not be 
included in Mysuru Dasara. In 
a statement shared on social 
media, he said Dasara has its 
own long-standing traditions 
and adding unrelated events 
could affect its cultural iden-
tity. He explained that Kam-
bala represents the heritage of 
coastal Karnataka and should 
remain connected to its natu-
ral surroundings and regional 
traditions. Kumaraswamy 
urged authorities to respect 
the feelings of both Mysuru 
and coastal communities.

Mysuru royal family mem-
ber and MP Yaduveer Krish-
nadatta Chamaraja Wodeyar 
also opposed the proposal 
during the Dasara preparation 
meeting. He said the cultural 
background of Dasara and 
Kambala are different and 
combining them may not be 
appropriate. Yaduveer sug-

gested that authorities should 
first focus on improving exist-
ing Dasara arrangements in-
stead of adding new attrac-
tions. He said coastal cultural 
activities are respected but 
should be presented in the 
right place and context.

However, Karnataka State 
Kambala Association Presi-
dent Deviprasad Shetty sup-
ported the government’s 
move. He said Kambala is not 
limited only to coastal areas 
and represents the pride of the 

entire state. He pointed out 
that other coastal art forms 
have received appreciation 
after being presented in My-
suru. Shetty added that Kam-
bala has gained international 
attention and supporters are 
ready to help organise the 
event if financial issues arise.

The disagreement over 
Kambala at Mysuru Dasara 
has highlighted the challenge 
of balancing regional tradi-
tions with wider cultural cel-
ebrations. Supporters believe 
the event can introduce coast-
al heritage to more people, 
while opponents feel tradi-
tional boundaries should be 
protected. The final decision 
by the government will deter-
mine whether Kambala be-
comes part of this year’s 
Dasara celebrations or re-
mains limited to its original 
cultural region.

Koppal Hospital launches robotic surgery centre
RURAL-HEALTHCARE-UPGRADE
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Nidasosi Swamiji 
invited to Akka 

Sammelan 

Woman performs 
ritual seeking 

favorable civil verdict

Hukkeri
Nidasosi Nijalingeshwara 
Swamiji has been invited 
as the guest of honour at 

the Akka Silver Jubilee 
World Kannada Sammela-
na 2026, scheduled in Phil-

adelphia, Pennsylvania, 
USA from September 4 to 
6. The event is expected to 

attract around 6000 to 
7000 delegates from 

across the world and will 
feature programmes on 

Kannada language, litera-
ture, culture, industry, 

technology and communi-
ty service. Akka Sanstha 

organizes the gathering to 
unite non-resident Kanna-
digas and promote Kanna-

da heritage globally. The 
invitation recognizes Swa-

miji’s contribution and 
connection with cultural 
activities. The upcoming 
conference will celebrate 

Kannada pride and provide 
a platform for cultural ex-

change.

Chikkaballapura
A 65-year-old woman 

named Manjula was ar-
rested by city police after 

allegedly performing a ritu-
al on the chair of a female 
judge at the court premis-
es to seek a favorable ver-
dict in a civil case. She re-

portedly sprinkled en-
chanted white mustard on 
the dais chair of the 1st Ad-
ditional Senior Civil Judge 
and JMFC court judge two 

days ago. The act was cap-
tured on CCTV cameras 
and came to light after 

court officials filed a com-
plaint with Chikkaballapu-

ra Nagar Police Station.
Police registered a case 

against Manjula under the 
Karnataka Inhuman Evil 
Practices and Witchcraft 
Prevention and Abolition 

Act, 2017, and took her into 
custody. She was pro-

duced before the court and 
later sent to judicial custo-
dy for 14 days. The incident 
created discussion as au-
thorities highlighted the 

need to prevent attempts 
to influence judicial deci-

sions through superstition 
and unlawful practices. 

The case remains under in-
vestigation while officials 

continue legal action 
against such acts to pro-
tect the dignity of courts.

BJP leaders oppose PRC 
process over security concerns

Beldale and Patil questioned PRC verification, raising concerns over 
reliance on local officials and lack of central agency checks

BIDAR

BJP State Secretary and Bidar 
South MLA Dr. Shailendra 
Beldale, along with BJP Dis-
trict President Somnath Patil, 
have demanded that the Kar-
nataka government withdraw 
its notification regarding the 
Permanent Residency Certif-
icate (PRC) process. They 
alleged that the move could 
create constitutional and na-
tional security concerns and 
urged authorities to stop the 
process immediately.

In a joint statement, the 
leaders said India follows a 
single citizenship system un-
der the Constitution and 
claimed that creating a sepa-
rate category of permanent 
residents could affect this 
principle. They argued that 
the notification may raise 
questions related to constitu-

tional provisions and legal 
authority. They also requested 
the Union Home Ministry to 
examine the matter and take 
necessary action.

Beldale and Patil expressed 
concerns over the verification 
process for issuing PRC cer-
tificates. They said the current 
system relies mainly on local 
revenue officials and ques-
tioned whether proper checks 
through central agencies are 
included. They claimed that 
without detailed citizenship 
verification, there could be 
possibilities of misuse and il-
legal residents obtaining offi-
cial documents through incor-
rect information.

The BJP leaders said mat-
ters related to citizenship, im-
migration and national securi-
ty come under the responsibil-
ity of the central government. 
They warned that PRC certif-

icates could potentially be 
used for accessing govern-
ment services, education op-
portunities, employment ben-
efits and other facilities. They 
urged that no certificates 
should be issued until a com-
plete verification system in-
volving central agencies is 
established.

Beldale alleged that the 
timing of the notification 

raised concerns and claimed it 
required immediate review by 
the Centre. Patil also said the 
process could affect internal 
security if not properly exam-
ined. They demanded that the 
Union Home Ministry appoint 
officials to study the legal va-
lidity of the notification and 
direct the state government to 
pause implementation until 
the review is completed.

The BJP leaders maintained 
that their demand was aimed 
at protecting constitutional 
rules and national security. 
They said the government 
should ensure that all proce-
dures related to residency and 
citizenship follow proper le-
gal standards. The controver-
sy over the PRC notification 
is expected to continue as po-
litical parties and authorities 
discuss its impact and future 
implementation.

Kambala debate sparks 
Mysuru Dasara controversy

Union Minister H. D. 
Kumaraswamy 

opposed including 
Kambala in Mysuru 

Dasara, saying it could 
affect the festival’s 
traditional cultural 

identity

KOPPAL

K.S. Hospital in Koppal has 
launched a modern Robotic 
Joint Replacement Surgery 
Centre to provide advanced 
medical treatment to people in 
rural areas. The new facility 
was inaugurated in the pres-
ence of His Holiness Abhina-
va Sri Gavisiddeshwara Ma-
haswamiji of Koppala Gavi 
Math.

The centre aims to bring 
metro city-level healthcare 
technology closer to patients 
in North Karnataka. Earlier, 

many people had to travel to 
cities like Bengaluru and Hy-
derabad for robotic joint re-
placement procedures. With 
the new facility, patients can 
now access similar advanced 
treatment within their own re-
gion.

Hospital head and joint re-
placement surgeon Dr. Basa-
varaj S. Cavatar and his team 
will perform surgeries using 
the latest robotic technology. 
The hospital said the treat-
ment will offer several bene-
fits, including lower costs, 
faster recovery, reduced pain, 

less bleeding and shorter hos-
pital stays. Patients may also 
be able to walk independent-
ly on the same day after sur-
gery.

K.S. Hospital has also ar-
ranged cashless treatment 
facilities through major gov-
ernment health insurance 
schemes and private insur-
ance providers. The initiative 
is expected to support poor 
and middle-class families by 
reducing financial pressure 
during medical treatment.

Speaking at the event, Dr. 
Cavatar said the hospital’s 

a i m  w a s  t o  p r o v i d e 
high-quality healthcare with 
advanced technology at af-
fordable prices for rural com-
munities. He added that the 
institution remains commit-
ted to its mission of deliver-
ing better healthcare services 
to all patients.

Doctors, hospital staff, 
public representatives and 
citizens attended the inaugu-
ration ceremony. The new 
robotic centre marks an im-
portant step towards improv-
ing healthcare facilities in the 
region.

BIDADI PROJECT PROTESTS 
TURN INTO PHYSICAL CLASH
RAMANAGARA

Tensions over the proposed 
Bidadi Township project in-
creased after supporters and 
opponents of the plan clashed 
during separate protests in 
Byramangala village. The dis-
agreement between both 
groups started with heated 
arguments and later turned 
into a physical fight. Police 
officials stepped in to control 
the situation and prevent fur-
ther conflict between the 
farmers involved.

Farmers from different 
parts of Karnataka reached 
Byramangala to protest 
against the township project. 
They arrived in private buses 
and raised slogans opposing 
the state government’s plan. 
Many local farmers also 
joined the protest, expressing 
concerns about losing agricul-
tural land. They said protect-
ing farming areas was their 
main priority and demanded 
that their voices be heard be-
fore any major decisions are 
taken.

At the same time, another 
group of local villagers gath-
ered in support of the Bidadi 
Township project. They ques-

tioned why farmers from oth-
er districts were coming to 
their village to protest and 
said local people should de-
cide matters affecting their 
own area. The disagreement 
between both sides soon be-
came intense, leading to a 
confrontation. Police person-
nel tried to calm both groups 
and asked them to maintain 
peace. When their efforts did 
not immediately succeed, of-
ficials separated the groups to 
avoid further trouble.

The issue has also drawn 
political reactions, with Union 
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy 
criticising the government’s 
handling of the situation. He 
alleged that the interests of 
farmers were being ignored 
and questioned the police ac-
tion during the protests. 

Meanwhile, some farmers op-
posing the project started a 
symbolic blood protest by 
placing drops of blood on the 
township map to show their 
determination to protect their 
land.

The Bidadi Township proj-
ect continues to create strong 
emotions among residents 
and farmers. While support-
ers believe the project may 
bring development and op-
portunities, opponents fear it 
could affect agricultural 
communities. Authorities are 
now facing the challenge of 
maintaining peace while ad-
dressing the concerns of all 
groups. Further discussions 
between officials, farmers, 
and local residents may de-
cide the future direction of 
the project.

Lok Adalat brings families 
back together in Kolar

KOLAR

The National Lok Adalat held 
in Kolar district received an 
excellent response as six cou-
ples reunited after resolving 
their differences through mu-
tual agreement. The event be-
came a special moment when 
couples who were facing sep-
aration due to small misun-
derstandings exchanged flow-
er garlands and decided to 
begin their married life again. 
The successful settlement 
highlighted the importance of 
compromise and peaceful 
solutions in family disputes.

The mega Lok Adalat pro-
gramme was organised at the 
Kolar court premises, where 
several long-pending cases 
were resolved with the con-
sent of both parties. Civil, 
criminal, property, bank-relat-
ed, and family disputes were 
settled through discussions 
and mediation. Officials said 
preparations for the event had 
been carried out for the past 
few months, with special ef-
forts made to convince parties 
and help them reach friendly 
agreements.

Family cases, including di-
vorce and maintenance dis-
putes, received special atten-
tion during the hearing. 
Through counselling and me-
diation, six couples were able 

to overcome their differences 
and reunite with happiness. 
The couples’ decision to leave 
behind past conflicts and con-
tinue their relationship be-
came one of the main high-
lights of the event. The pro-
cess showed how alternative 
dispute resolution methods 
can help families avoid 
lengthy court battles.

S e n i o r  j u d g e  B .  S . 
Jayashree described the Lok 
Adalat process as a national 
festival because it provides an 
opportunity for people to set-
tle disputes peacefully. Princi-
pal District and Sessions 
Judge Vijayakumar M. Anan-
da Shetty, District Bar Asso-
ciation President L. Srinivas, 
judges, lawyers, and other 
officials were present during 
the programme.

The Kolar Lok Adalat 
demonstrated how coopera-
tion between courts, law-
yers, and citizens can bring 
quick solutions to difficult 
matters. By encouraging di-
alogue instead of conflict, 
such programmes help re-
duce the burden on courts 
and provide relief to people. 
The reunion of six couples 
became a positive example 
of how understanding and 
compromise can rebuild re-
lationships and create a hap-
pier future for families.

Food safety 
training 

strengthens 
Honnavar 

traders’ practices
KARWAR

The Food Safety and Drug 
Administration of Uttara 
Kannada district and the 
Food Safety Training Certifi-
cation Center held a one-day 
training program for food 
traders at Social Club Hall in 
Honnavar. The event was or-
ganized with the Honnavar 
Traders’ Association to pro-
mote safe food practices and 
better hygiene among sellers. 
Food Safety Officer Dr. 
Vaishali Nayak led the pro-
gram and urged food entre-
preneurs to focus on quality, 
cleanliness and environmen-
tal hygiene while ensuring 
proper standards in their 
businesses.

Honnavar Taluka Traders 
Association President Sand-
eep Poojary highlighted trad-
ers’ concerns and encouraged 
them to obtain required cer-
tificates and licenses from 
the department. Trainer 
Yashwant Arun from the 
Central Government Food 
Safety Training Certification 
Center explained business 
management, safety mea-
sures, cleanliness, adultera-
tion control and the impor-
tance of mandatory certifi-
cates. Food Inspector Deek-
sha, District Coordinator 
Manoj Nayak, retired Food 
S a f e t y  O f f i c e r  A r u n 
Kashibhatta and local traders 
attended the session. The ini-
tiative aimed to improve 
food safety awareness and 
help traders follow better 
practices for a healthier and 
safer community.

SIR Cup cricket match raises voter awareness
KARWAR

The Zilla Panchayat, SWEEP 
Committee organized a SIR 
Cup cricket match to create 
awareness among citizens 
about the Special Electoral 
List Revision and the impor-
tance of returning Emanation 
Forms on time. Booth Level 
Officers  visi ted homes 
across the district and dis-
tributed forms that voters 
must complete and submit 
for the revision process. Dr 
Dileesh Shashi, Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Executive Offi-
cer, said people should coop-
erate to ensure no eligible 
voter is excluded from the 
electoral list. 

He added that various de-
partments, including Reve-
nue, RDPR, Police and me-

dia organizations, are re-
sponsible for spreading in-
formation about the exercise.

Awareness activities such 
as letter writing programmes 
for parents and campaigns 
through students were also 
conducted in the district. Dr 
Shashi said sports help offi-
cials reduce stress and im-
prove teamwork while per-
forming their daily duties.

The event saw participa-
tion from teams representing 
the Zilla Panchayat, Revenue 
Department, Police Depart-
ment and journalists. During 
the matches, Dr Shashi 
played as an opening bats-
man for the Zilla Panchayat 
team and supported the side 
with valuable partnerships 
until the final over. 

The Police team won the 

final match against the Rev-
enue Department team after 
a competitive game.

Officials present at the oc-
casion included Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Planning Offi-
cer Somashekhara Mesta, 
Chief Accountant Anand 
Sahabib, Assistant Director 
Ravi Nayak and other digni-
taries.

 The programme highlight-
ed the need for public partic-
ipation in voter list revision 
and encouraged citizens to 
complete the forms without 
delay. The awareness drive 
through sports aimed to 
make the electoral revision 
process easier and more ef-
fective for everyone in the 
district and strengthen dem-
ocratic participation among 
citizens.
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RHFL probe: ED attaches fresh `1,021 crore assets
NEW DELHI

 
The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Saturday announced 
the attachment of fresh prop-
erties worth Rs 1,021 crore in 
connection with its ongoing 
investigation into Reliance 
Home Finance Limited 
(RHFL) and Reliance Com-
mercial Finance Limited 
(RCFL). 

With the latest action, the 
total value of assets attached 
in cases involving the Reli-
ance Anil Ambani Group has 
reached Rs 20,367 crore un-
der the provisions of the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 

Act (PMLA).
According to the ED, the 

investigation was launched 
following multiple First Infor-
mation Reports (FIRs) regis-
tered by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). These 
FIRs were filed after com-
plaints from several public 
and private sector banks al-
leging large-scale financial 
irregularities involving the 
two finance companies.

The agency stated that its 
investigation has so far re-
vealed that public funds 
amounting to Rs 15,548 crore, 
raised by RHFL and RCFL, 
were allegedly diverted 

through a complex network of 
shell companies and group 
entities that were reportedly 
controlled and managed by the 
Reliance Anil Ambani Group.

In its official statement, the 
ED said the newly attached as-

sets include equity shares of 
Reliance Power Limited held 
by Reliance Infrastructure 
Limited. The attachment also 
covers certain loan amounts 
receivable from Sasan Power 
Limited and Reliance Power 

Limited, which investigators 
believe are linked to the al-
leged diversion of funds.

The ED is currently probing 
multiple cases involving the 
Reliance Anil Ambani Group 
under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act as well as the 
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA). So far, four 
Enforcement Case Information 
Reports (ECIRs) have been 
registered under the PMLA, 
while three separate cases have 
been initiated under FEMA.

ED officials have conducted 
searches at more than 80 loca-
tions linked to the alleged fi-
nancial misconduct.

 FRESH ASSET FOUND
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Woman postal 
officer murdered  

in Indore

NCP-SP’s Siddiqui 
defends Maulana 
Rashidi’s remark

Bengal appoints 
9-member panel to 

review UCC draft bill

‘Ram Temple donation 
theft ‘great sin’

Indore
A woman officer posted 
with the Department of 

Posts was allegedly 
stabbed to death by her 

husband at their residence 
in Madhya Pradesh’s In-
dore on Saturday, police 
said. The deceased has 

been identified as Urmila 
Saini, who was serving 
with the postal depart-
ment in Indore. The inci-

dent took place at the 
Postal Colony in Manora-

ma Ganj under the jurisdic-
tion of the Sanyogitaganj 

police station. According to 
police, the accused, identi-

fied as Akhilesh Saini, al-
legedly attacked his wife 

with a knife, inflicting mul-
tiple stab wounds that 

proved fatal. The woman 
died on the spot before 

she could receive medical 
assistance. In a develop-

ment that has stunned in-
vestigators, the accused 

allegedly went to his 
daughter’s school immedi-

ately after the murder, 
handed over an ATM card 

to her, and then fled. 

Mumbai
NCP-SP leader Naseem 

Siddiqui on Saturday came 
in support of an alleged 

objectionable remark 
made by the All India 

Imam Association Presi-
dent Maulana Sajid Rashi-
di, associating sexual as-
sault cases with women 
opting for late marriages, 

saying At least 50 per cent 
of rape cases occur be-

cause women are not mar-
ried off early. Earlier on Fri-

day, Maulana Rashidi 
sparked a major controver-

sy by making a similar 
statement during a public 
interaction. Rapes are oc-
curring because marriages 

are being delayed. If you 
want to ensure your 

daughters’ safety, get them 
married early, Rashidi had 

said. Speaking to IANS, 
Naseem Siddiqui defended 
the Maulana’s statement, 

saying: What he said is ab-
solutely correct.

Kolkata
The Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari-led government 
has issued a notification 
naming the other eight 

members of the 
nine-member committee 

headed by retired Judge of 
the Supreme Court, Jus-

tice Ranjana Prakash De-
sai, to study the draft of 
the Uniform Civil Code 

Bill, West Bengal, 2026. 
Aiming to implement a 

UCC, the committee 
headed by Justice Desai 

will study the Bill and 
give recommendations, 
following which the final 

Bill will be drafted and ta-
bled on the floor of the As-
sembly in August this year. 
The other eight members 
of the high-powered com-
mittee are former Megha-
laya Governor Tathagata 
Roy, West Bengal’s Resi-

dent Commissioner in 
New Delhi Dushyant Nari-

ala, West Bengal Home 
Secretary Sanghamitra 

Ghosh, retired anthropolo-
gy professor Ratna  

Bhattacharya.

Kolkata
Congress leader Kanhaiya 

Kumar on Saturday de-
manded a Supreme 

Court-monitored probe 
into the Ayodhya Ram 

Temple donation scam.
Calling the donation theft 
a “great sin,” Kumar also 

sought the immediate dis-
solution of the trust man-

aging the temple.

VP calls Bihar the ‘Margdarshak’ 
of Bharat’s democratic journey

Radhakrishnan urged Bihar legislators to uphold constitutional values and strengthen democratic 
governance through constructive co-op; highlights patience as key to successful political journey.

GAYA
 

Vice-President CP Radhakrish-
nan on Saturday inaugurated a 
t w o - d a y  O r i e n t a -
tion-cum-Training Programme 
for the members of the 18th 
Bihar Legislative Assembly, 
stressing that the vision of a 
developed India cannot be 
achieved without the compre-
hensive development of Bihar. 

Addressing legislators at the 
Bihar Institute of Public Ad-
ministration and Rural Devel-
opment (BIPARD) in Gaya, he 
called upon elected representa-
tives to place constitutional 
values and public welfare 
above political differences 
while performing their legisla-
tive responsibilities.

Highlighting the importance 
of democracy, the Vice Presi-
dent said differences of opin-
ion are a natural and healthy 
feature of parliamentary func-
tioning. However, he empha-
sized that all legislators must 

remain united in their commit-
ment to the Constitution, 
which should serve as the 
guiding principle for every de-
cision taken inside the Assem-
bly. 

He remarked that debates 
and discussions strengthen de-
mocracy when conducted with 
respect and responsibility, 
while constructive cooperation 
helps accelerate the nation's 
progress.

Radhakrishnan also under-
lined the significance of parlia-
mentary procedures such as 
Question Hour, Zero Hour, and 
the Business Advisory Com-
mittee. 

He said these institutional 
mechanisms provide legisla-
tors with valuable opportuni-
ties to raise issues concerning 
their constituencies beyond 
party affiliations. He urged 
members of the Assembly to 
ensure the smooth, disciplined, 
and productive conduct of leg-
islative business, adding that 

effective participation in these 
proceedings enhances demo-
cratic accountability and gov-
ernance.

Several senior leaders at-
tended the inaugural pro-
gramme, including Bihar Gov-
ernor Lt Gen (Retd.) Syed Ata 
Hasnain, Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary, Assembly Speaker 
Prem Kumar, Chairman of the 
Bihar Legislative Council 
Awadhesh Narain Singh, and 
other distinguished dignitaries.

The Vice President appreci-
ated the efforts of the Presid-
ing Officers of the Bihar Leg-

islative Assembly and the Bi-
har Legislative Council for 
organizing the programme in 
collaboration with the Parlia-
mentary Research and Training 
Institute for Democracies 
(PRIDE) and the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat. 

He noted that such orienta-
tion and training initiatives 
equip newly elected legislators 
with the knowledge and skills 
required to effectively dis-
charge their constitutional re-
sponsibilities and strengthen 
democratic institutions.

Expressing gratitude to the 

Assembly Speaker for hosting 
the programme in Gaya, Rad-
hakrishnan observed that the 
initiative had symbolically 
brought Patna to Gaya, reflect-
ing the state's commitment to 
decentralising important legis-
lative activities and encourag-
ing wider participation.

Referring to the ancient re-
publican traditions of Vaishali, 
he said India possesses one of 
the world's oldest democratic 
heritages and is rightly rec-
ognised as the Mother of De-
mocracy. 

He described Bihar as the 
guiding force in India's demo-
cratic journey and urged law-
makers to preserve and 
strengthen the state's rich polit-
ical legacy.

Drawing inspiration from 
the teachings of Lord Buddha, 
the Vice President reminded 
legislators that public repre-
sentatives are elected to serve 
the people rather than govern 
over them. 

Only Hindus have right to speak on Ram 
Temple, Lord Ram: Acharya Krishnam

MORADABAD
 

Spiritual leader Acharya Pra-
mod Krishnam on Saturday 
asserted that only Hindus 
have the right to speak about 
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
Temple and Lord Shri Ram, 
while claiming that opposi-
tion parties have no moral 
authority to comment on the 
temple because they did not 
support its construction. 

His remarks came amid an 
intensifying political debate 
over religious issues ahead of 
the 2027 Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections.

Addressing the media, 
Acharya Pramod Krishnam 
said the Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Temple represents the 
faith and sentiments of mil-
lions of Hindus. He alleged 
that political parties in the 
opposition had consistently 
opposed or failed to support 
the temple's construction and 
therefore could not legiti-

mately claim ownership of the 
issue or criticise those associ-
ated with it.

He further accused the Con-
gress, the Samajwadi Party, 
and other opposition parties 
of attempting to exploit the 
Ram Temple issue for elector-
al gains. 

According to him, these 
parties are trying to influence 
Hindu voters by raising the 
temple issue in the run-up to 
the 2027 Assembly elections 
in Uttar Pradesh.

Claiming that the opposi-
tion was pursuing divisive 
politics, Acharya Pramod 
Krishnam said these parties 
believed that a united Hindu 
community would reduce 
their electoral prospects. He 

alleged that efforts were being 
made to mislead voters and 
create divisions within society 
to secure political advantage 
during the forthcoming elec-
tions.

The spiritual leader also 
supported Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath's 
recent remarks alleging that 
previous governments had 
planned attacks on temples. 
Backing the Chief Minister's 
statement, Acharya Pramod 
Krishnam claimed that attack-
ing temples had become a re-
curring pattern under the Sa-
majwadi Party and said the 
Chief Minister's observations 
were justified.

Referring specifically to the 
Samajwadi Party, he alleged 
that as elections approach, the 
party is attempting to divide 
Hindu voters in the hope of 
improving its electoral perfor-
mance. 

He maintained that such po-
litical strategies would not 

succeed if people remained 
united.

Reacting to Samajwadi Par-
ty president Akhilesh Yadav's 
statement that Sanatan Dhar-
ma and socialism are essen-
tially the same, Acharya Pra-
mod Krishnam dismissed the 
comparison.

 He said Akhilesh Yadav 
had no real connection with 
the principles of socialism 
and drew a comparison by 
stating that Akhilesh Yadav's 
relationship with socialist 
leader Ram Manohar Lohia 
was similar to Rahul Gandhi's 
relationship with Mahatma 
Gandhi.

The spiritual leader also 
commented on the Union 
Home Ministry's reported 
guidelines concerning the use 
of the slogan Vande Mataram. 
Describing the slogan as an 
integral part of India's free-
dom movement, he said it 
symbolises the spirit and 
identity of the nation.

He accused opposition 
parties of  politicising  
the Ram Temple issue 

ahead of  Uttar  
Pradesh elections.

CM Omar Abdullah alleges 
BJP offered Rs 20-30 cr to 
NC MLAs to switch sides

SRINAGAR
 

Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister and National Confer-
ence (NC) Vice President 
Omar Abdullah on Saturday 
alleged that attempts were be-
ing made to destabilise his 
government by luring party 
legislators with large sums of 
money, ministerial positions, 
and promises of restoring 
statehood. 

He claimed that his party 
would resist any effort to en-
gineer defections and vowed 
that the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) would not gain pow-
er in the Union Territory 
through indirect means.

Addressing party workers 
on the 26th death anniversary 
of his grandmother, Begum 
Akbar Jahan, at her mausole-
um in Hazratbal, Srinagar, 
Omar Abdullah alleged that 
one of the National Confer-
ence's legislators from the 
Jammu region had been of-
fered between Rs 20 crore 
and Rs 30 crore, along with 
a ministerial berth and an 
assurance of statehood, in 
exchange for switching po-
litical allegiance.

Without identifying the 
legislator, the Chief Minis-
ter claimed that such offers 
reflected an at tempt to 
weaken the National Con-
ference. 

He said those making the 
offers believed that elected 
representatives could be 
persuaded to abandon their 
principles for financial in-
centives, but maintained 
that the party would not 
yield to political pressure or 
inducements.

Omar Abdullah further al-
leged that after efforts in-
volving money and ministe-
rial posts failed, attempts 
were now being made be-
hind closed doors to per-
suade National Conference 
legislators to defect. 

He asserted that he would 
not allow any political party 

to gain a backdoor entry 
into power in Jammu and 
Kashmir by breaking his 
party.

The Chief Minister also 
renewed his demand for the 
restoration of Jammu and 
Kashmir's statehood, stating 
that the National Confer-
ence had spent nearly two 
years pursuing the issue 
through dialogue rather than 
confrontation. 

He said his government 
had deliberately given the 
Centre sufficient time to 
fulfil its commitments but 
was now compelled to in-
tensify its campaign as there 
had been no visible prog-
ress.

Announcing the party's 
next course of action, Omar 
Abdullah said the National 
Conference would stage a 
peaceful protest at Jantar 
Mantar in New Delhi on 
July 20 to press for the res-
toration of statehood. 

He emphasised that while 
the protest would remain 
peaceful and democratic, the 
patience shown by the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
should not be interpreted as a 
sign of weakness.

Questioning the delay in 
restoring statehood, the Chief 
Minister pointed out that both 
the delimitation exercise and 
Assembly elections had al-
ready been completed. 

Abdullah said these devel-
opments had fulfilled key 
milestones that were earlier 
cited by the Centre in con-
nection with the political 
roadmap for Jammu and 
Kashmir.

TV actor Rohit Chandel arrested under 
POCSO for stalking, harassing teen girl 

MUMBAI
 

Actor Rohit Chandel, who 
predominantly works in tele-
vision has been arrested by 
the Ghatkopar police for al-
legedly stalking, repeatedly 
calling, harassing and assault-
ing a 16-year-old girl in an 
eastern suburb of Mumbai.

Police have booked the ac-
tor under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act. As per the 
complaint, the accused, who 
is a resident of an eastern sub-
urb, had allegedly repeatedly 
called the minor on her mo-
bile phone from his number 
as well as several other num-
bers, allegedly harassing her

The complaint further al-
leges that on July 5, he con-
fronted the girl near her resi-

dential building, chased her, 
picked up an argument, 
abused her and assaulted her 
by hitting her with his hands

The police have booked 
him under Sections 78, 
115 (2) 352 of the 
BNS and Section 
12 of the POCSO 
Act. The accused 
called her several 
times from De-
cember 2025 to 
July 7.

Rohit Chandel be-
gan his acting career with 
supporting roles before gain-
ing wider recognition through 
youth-oriented and family 
dramas. Over the years, he 
has appeared in popular tele-
vision shows earning praise 
for his natural screen presence 
and versatility.

He made his television de-
but in 2014, and gradually 
built his career through 
shows. His breakthrough 
came when he portrayed Pe-

shwa Baji  Rao in 
‘Kashibai Bajirao 

Ballal’, earning 
recognition for 
his commanding 
screen presence. 
He also appeared 
in the streaming 

series ‘Escaype 
Live’.

He is also quite active 
on social media, where he 
shares glimpses of his person-
al life, fitness routine, and 
behind-the-scenes moments 
from shoots. However, the 
recent allegations put his so-
cial media conduct under ex-
treme scrutiny.

Heavy rainfall 
alert across 

Uttarakhand 
until July 14

DEHRADUN
 

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has issued a 
detailed forecast warning of 
heavy rainfall across several 
districts of Uttarakhand from 
July 11 to July 14, prompting 
the State Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (SEOC) to direct 
all district administrations to 
remain on high alert in view of 
the possibility of weather-re-
lated incidents.

According to the IMD, sev-
eral districts in the Garhwal 
and Kumaon divisions are 
likely to witness isolated 
spells of heavy rainfall, thun-
derstorms, lightning and in-
tense showers over the next 
four days, raising concerns 
over landslides, flash flooding 
and disruption of normal life.

In response to the forecast, 
the State Emergency Opera-
tions Centre has instructed all 
district authorities to remain 
vigilant and ensure prepared-
ness to deal with any emergency 
arising from adverse weather 
conditions. The weather depart-
ment has predicted isolated 
heavy rainfall in Dehradun, Pau-
ri Garhwal, Chamoli, Pithor-
agarh, Bageshwar, Nainital, 
Udham Singh Nagar and Cham-
pawat districts on July 11.

Hizbul changes 
Kashmir game 

plan with 
Pakistani recruits

NEW DELHI
 

The Hizbul Mujahideen, once 
projected as a home-grown 
terror outfit in Jammu and 
Kashmir, has recently begun 
changing its strategy.

The group, which had re-
mained largely inactive after 
Indian security forces dis-
mantled most of its networks 
in Jammu and Kashmir, has 
now launched a fresh recruit-
ment drive.

An Intelligence Bureau of-
ficial said that the recruitment 
pattern is, however, different 
and today the Hizbul Mujahi-
deen has more Pakistani 
fighters as compared to the 
local Kashmiris.

This clearly shows that the 
local Kashmiris no longer 
want to be part of this outfit; 
hence a decision to recruit 
Pakistanis in large numbers 
has been taken, the official 
said.

The official said that on 
July 8, a meeting was held to 
commemorate the death anni-
versary of slain Hizbul Muja-
hideen commander Burhan 
Wani.
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‘AI may shape future wars, but victory will depend on soldiers’
VISAKHAPATNAM

 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Saturday asserted that while 
emerging technologies such as 
Artificial Intelligence are trans-
forming the nature of warfare, 
conventional military capabili-
ties remain indispensable, 
stressing that future conflicts 
may involve AI but will ulti-
mately be won through national 
resolve, trained soldiers and 
credible military strength.

Addressing the gathering 
during the commissioning cere-
mony of INS Mahendragiri into 
the Indian Navy in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Visakhapatnam, De-
fence Minister Singh said, 
While new technologies have 

certainly transformed the nature 
of warfare, they have not dimin-
ished the importance of conven-
tional warfare capabilities. 
Strong conventional ca-
pabilities remain just 
as essential today as 
ever for fulfilling 
the fundamental 
principles of war-
fare. Future wars 
may be fought with 
Artificial Intelligence, 
but they will still be won 
through national resolve, 
trained soldiers, and credible 
military power.

Highlighting the need to bal-
ance technological advancement 
with conventional strength, the 
Defence Minister said, New 

technology and conventional 
platforms are not adversaries 
but complements to one anoth-

er; a conventional platform is 
incomplete without new 

technology, and a con-
ventional platform is 
weakened without it. 
History bears wit-
ness that nations 
which neglected 

their conventional 
strength, lured by the 

appeal of new technolo-
gy, had to pay a heavy price.
Emphasising India’s long-

term defence strategy, Defence 
Minister Singh said, Therefore, 
India’s approach is very clear: 
We must excel in both areas and 
maintain a balance between 

them.
We will invest in future tech-

nologies while continuously 
honing our conventional capa-
bilities. INS Mahendragiri 
stands as a symbol of this very 
resolve and commitment, he 
added.

Referring to India’s recent 
military operations, the Defence 
Minister said the country’s abil-
ity to effectively integrate con-
ventional and modern capabili-
ties had already been demon-
strated.

In recent times, we have also 
witnessed how our conventional 
and modern capabilities work in 
tandem when it comes to nation-
al security. ‘Operation Sindoor’ 
was a prime example of this. 

‘AI WON’T WIN WARS ALONE’

QUICK READ

IMD forecasts heavy 
rain, thunderstorms 

nationwide

MGLI trained 7,200 
under labour 

programmes in 3 years

New Delhi
The India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) has 
forecast widespread rain-
fall across several parts of 
the country on Saturday, 
with heavy to very heavy 
showers expected over 
many northern, eastern, 

and central states, includ-
ing Delhi-NCR. Thunder-
storms accompanied by 

lightning and gusty winds 
are also likely in several re-
gions as active monsoon 
conditions continue to in-
fluence weather patterns 
across India. According to 

the IMD, a low-pressure 
area over the northern 
parts of central Uttar 

Pradesh is expected to 
weaken gradually over the 

next 24 hours. However, 
the prevailing monsoon 

systems are likely to sus-
tain widespread rainfall 

across north, central, east, 
and northeast India over 

the coming days.
	

Ahmedabad
The Mahatma Gandhi 

Labour Institute 
(MGLI) in Ahmedabad 
has trained more than 
7,200 people through 

123 labour-related 
training programmes 

over the past three 
years, according to in-
formation released by 

the Gujarat govern-
ment. The pro-

grammes covered a 
wide range of subjects, 
including labour laws, 

industrial relations, 
workplace safety, in-
dustrial security, hu-

man resource manage-
ment and environmen-
tal management, with 

participants drawn 
from government de-

partments, public sec-
tor organisations, pri-
vate industries, labour 

unions and other  
institutions. 
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E - ¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¸ÀA¸ÉÜ¬ÄAzÀ £ÉÆÃAzÁ¬Ä¸À®àlÖ UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ CMIDP AiÉÆÃd£ÉAiÀÄr PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ 
¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ RjÃ¢ ¥ÁgÀzÀ±ÀðPÀvÉ PÁ£ÀÆ£ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ ¤AiÀÄªÀiÁªÀ½ 2000 ºÁUÀÆ Standard Tender Document 
£ÀAvÉ  KW-III vÀvÀìA§AzsÀ PÁ®PÁ®PÉÌ ºÉÆgÀr¸À¯ÁzÀ wzÀÄÝ¥Àr DzÉÃ±ÀUÀ¼À£ÀéAiÀÄ ¤§AzsÀ£ÉUÉ M¼À¥ÀlÄÖ F PÉ¼ÀV£ÀAvÉ LlAªÁgÀÄ 
mÉAqÀgÀ PÀgÉAiÀÄ¯ÁVzÉ. CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ E-DqÀ½vÀ PÉÃAzÀæ CxÀªÁ ªÉ̈ ï Ȩ́Êmï http://www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è 
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F PÀZÉÃj¬ÄAzÀ PÀZÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ªÀiÁ»w ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÀÄ mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀUÀ¼ÀÄ F PÉ¼ÀV£ÀAwªÉ.
PÁªÀÄUÁj ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ: Others Category (1) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25400 (2) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_
INDENT25409 (3) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25396 (4) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25394 
(5) RDPR/2026-27/RD/WORK_INDENT27531 (6) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25387 (7) RDPR/2026-27/RD/
WORK_INDENT27562 (8) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25398 (9) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25404 
(10) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25415 (11) RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25416 (12) RDPR/2026-27/
RD/WORK_INDENT27547 (13) RDPR/2026-27/RD/WORK_INDENT27538.
(1) ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¹éÃPÀj¸ÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 30-07-2026 gÀ  ¸ÀAeÉ 16.00 WÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ
(2) mÉAqÀgï ±ÉqÀÆå¯ï-© UÀ¼À Technical Bid UÀ¼À£ÀÄß vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 01-08-2026 ̈ É½UÉÎ 11.30 WÀAmÉUÉ (¸ÁzsÀåªÁzÀ°è) 
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(3) PÁªÀÄUÁjUÉ Financial Bid UÀ¼À£ÀÄß vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 05-08-2026 ¸ÀAeÉ 16.30 WÀAmÉUÉ (¸ÁzsÀåªÁzÀ°è)  

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAf¤ÃAiÀÄgÀÄ,
¥ÀAZÁAiÀÄvÀ gÁeï EAf¤ÃAiÀÄjAUï «¨sÁUÀ, ²gÀ¹.

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/268/26-27 dt. 
10.07.2026

KWR- 784   13X2     

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀgÀPÁgÀ 
£ÀUÀgÀ¸À¨sÁ, PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ, zÁAqÉÃ°

¸À»/- ¥ËgÁAiÀÄÄPÀÛgÀÄ
£ÀUÀgÀ¸À¨sÉ, zÁAqÉÃ°

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/271/26-27 dt. 
10.07.2026

PÀbÉÃj «¼Á¸À: ¹«Pï ¸ÉAlgï KjAiÀiÁ, eÉ.J£ï. gÀ¸ÉÛ zÁAqÉÃ°-581325 
zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: 08284-231482/230561   d£À»vÀ zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ ¸ÀASÉå: 080-23108108 

                                                                 

«μÀAiÀÄ: zÁAqÉÃ° £ÀUÀgÀ¸À¨sÉ PÀZÉÃjAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgï ¢£ÁAPÀ: 23-06-2026 gÀ 

C¢ü̧ ÀÆZÀ£ÉAiÀÄ PÁªÀÄUÁj wzÀÄÝ¥Àr PÀÄjvÀÄ.

AiÀiÁªÀvÀÆÛ £ÉÆAzÁ¬ÄvÀ UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ F ªÀÄÆ®PÀ w½AiÀÄ¥ÀqÀÄ À̧ÄªÀÅzÉ£ÉAzÀgÉ, zÁAqÉÃ° 

£ÀUÀgÀ̧ À̈ sÉ PÀZÉÃj¬ÄAzÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 23-06-2026 gÀAzÀÄ MlÄÖ 3 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ 

E-¥ÉÇæPÀÆåªÉÄAðmï ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ mÉAqÀgï C¢ü̧ ÀÆZÀ£ÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ºÉÆgÀr À̧̄ ÁVvÀÄÛ. 

À̧zÀj 3 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À ¥ÉÊQ, PÁªÀÄUÁj EAqÉAmï À̧ASÉå: DMA/2025-26/OW/
WORK_INDENT55045/Call 2 gÀ KW-3 zÀ̧ ÁÛªÉÃf£À°è (Standard Tender 
Document) vÁAwæPÀ CºÀðvÉAiÀÄ  ¤§AzsÀ£ÉUÀ¼ÀrAiÀÄ°è  “Executed in one year 
the following minimum quantities of work” PÁ®A £À  C£ÀÄPÀæªÀÄ À̧ASÉå  

2 gÀ°è «ªÀgÀ vÀ¥ÁàV £ÀªÀÄÆzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. EzÀ£ÀÄß »vÁ À̧QÛ ºÉÆA¢zÀ UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ F 

PÉ¼ÀV£ÀAvÉ w¢Ý N¢PÉÆ¼Àî®Ä F ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ¥ÀæPÀn À̧̄ ÁVzÉ.

wzÀÄÝ¥Àr C¢ü¸ÀÆZÀ£É (Corrigendum)

¸ÀASÉå:zÁ£À¸À:vÁAwæPÀ:CMIDP mÉAqÀgï:wzÀÄÝ¥Àr: 2026-27                  ¢£ÁAPÀ: 09-07-2027

E-mail id:Ka.dandeli.cmc.@gmail.com        Website: www.dandelicity.mrc.gov.in

wzÀÄÝ¥Àr «ªÀgÀUÀ¼ÀÄ:

zÀ̧ ÁÛªÉÃf£À 
«ªÀgÀ

PÁ®A / 
C£ÀÄPÀæªÀÄ À̧ASÉå

C£ÀÄPÀæªÀÄ 
À̧ASÉå: 2

ªÉÆzÀ®Ä EzÀÝzÀÄÝ 
(As per Tender)

mÉAqÀgï C¢ü̧ ÀÆZÀ£ÉAiÀÄ G½zÀ J¯Áè ¤AiÀÄªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÄ, ¤§AzsÀ£ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ μÀgÀvÀÄÛUÀ¼ÀÄ 

AiÀÄxÁªÀvÁÛV ªÀÄÄAzÀÄªÀjAiÀÄÄvÀÛªÉ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÁV ªÀÄvÀÄÛ mÉAqÀgï À̧°èPÉUÁV 

£ÀUÀgÀ̧ À̈ sÉAiÀÄ PÀZÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è À̧.PÁ.¤.C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀ£ÀÄß À̧A¥ÀQð À̧§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.

¥Àæ̧ ÀÄÛvÀ w¢Ý 
N¢PÉÆ¼Àî̈ ÉÃPÁzÀzÀÄÝ 
(Amended / Read as)

KW-3 
Document 

(Executed in 
one year the 

following 
minimum 

quantities of 
work)

Bituminious 
Concrete 484.00 

Cum

1) BC-Bituminious 
Concrete

2) SDBC- Semi 
dence Bituminous 

Concrete 
3) BDM-Dence 

Bituminous 
Macadum 

Yogi targets SP over 
development, governance

The UP CM accused previous governments of neglecting development while 
highlighting the BJP govt's achievements across Uttar Pradesh

KUSHINAGAR
 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Saturday 
launched a strong attack on 
the Samajwadi Party, accus-
ing previous governments of 
failing to prioritise develop-
ment and allegedly misusing 
funds allocated for temples. 

Addressing a public gather-
ing in Kushinagar, the Chief 
Minister highlighted his gov-
ernment's achievements in 
healthcare, infrastructure, 
welfare programmes, connec-
tivity, and law and order 
while drawing comparisons 
with earlier administrations.

Speaking at the event, Yogi 
Adityanath said several devel-
opment projects in Kushi-
nagar and eastern Uttar 
Pradesh could have been 
completed much earlier had 
previous governments shown 
the necessary commitment 
and vision.

He alleged that earlier ad-

ministrations had failed to 
tackle major public issues, 
including the spread of en-
cephalitis, provision of hous-
ing, land ownership rights, 
food security, and employ-
ment opportunities.

The Chief Minister said 
governments that could not 
address the basic needs of the 
people were in no position to 
speak about the development 
of important religious centres 
such as Ayodhya, Mathura, 
and Kashi. 

According to him, the pres-
ent government has adopted a 
comprehensive approach to 
development by combining 

infrastructure expansion with 
cultural and religious heritage 
conservation.

Targeting the Samajwadi 
Party, Yogi Adityanath said 
opposition leaders who had 
failed to deliver results during 
their own tenure were now 
making baseless allegations 
against the Bharatiya Janata 
Party government. 

He questioned what the pre-
vious government had accom-
plished while it was in office 
and asserted that people were 
aware of the difference in 
governance between the two 
administrations.

The Chief Minister also 
claimed that the law-and-or-
der situation in Uttar Pradesh 
had improved significantly 
since the BJP assumed office 
in 2017. He said people be-
longing to all religious com-
munities, including Hindus, 
Muslims, and Christians, 
were now able to celebrate 
their festivals peacefully 

without fear or disruption.
Referring to communal har-

mony, Yogi Adityanath al-
leged that previous govern-
ments had created unneces-
sary tensions and had ob-
structed religious celebrations 
such as Durga Puja and Jan-
mashtami. 

He contrasted this with the 
present administration, which 
he said had focused on main-
taining peace and promoting 
inclusive development across 
the state.

Making another allegation 
against the opposition, the 
Chief Minister claimed that 
funds received in the name of 
temple development had been 
misused by previous govern-
ments. He said ministers in 
the current government had 
instead taken up the renova-
tion and beautification of 
nearly ten temples in their re-
spective constituencies as part 
of efforts to preserve cultural 
heritage.

Rebel TMC faction 
expands organisation 

amid internal bickering
KOLKATA

 
The rebel faction within the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC), 
led by expelled legislator Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, is set to an-
nounce its state and district 
committees in West Bengal 
on Saturday, marking another 
significant step in its ongoing 
organisational battle with the 
party's official leadership. 

The development comes 
amid an escalating internal 
power struggle, with the dis-
sident group claiming to rep-
resent the real Trinamool 
Congress.

The announcement follows 
the faction's decision last 
month to constitute its nation-
al working committee, during 
which senior legislator Arup 
Roy was named the national 
spokesperson in place of for-
mer West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee. 

Political observers view the 
latest move as part of a broad-
er strategy by the rebel camp 
to strengthen its organisation-
al structure and reinforce its 
claim over the party's identity.

According to political ana-
lysts, the formation of state 
and district committees is ex-
pected to bolster the faction's 
argument before the Election 
Commission of India regard-
ing its claim to the Trinamool 
Congress name, election sym-
bol, and party assets. 

The dissident group has al-
ready approached the Election 
Commission, asserting that it 
represents the majority of the 
party's legislators in the West 
Bengal Assembly and there-
fore has a stronger claim to 
the organisation's official 
identity.

Observers believe that es-
tablishing a complete organi-
sational framework, begin-
ning with the national work-
ing committee and extending 
to state and district units, will 
help the rebel camp demon-
strate that it functions as a 
structured political organisa-
tion rather than a loose group-
ing of dissident legislators. 
Such organisational expan-
sion could become an import-

ant factor if the dispute over 
the party's name and symbol 
reaches a formal adjudication.

At present, the Trinamool 
Congress has 80 legislators in 
the West Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. According to the 
rebel faction, 60 legislators 
are aligned with its camp, 
while only 20 remain with the 
faction led by Mamata Baner-
jee and party national general 
secretary Abhishek Banerjee. 
These claims have further in-
tensified speculation regard-
ing the future political direc-
tion of the party.

The rebel faction began a 
two-day meeting of its nation-
al working committee on Fri-
day. The conference is sched-
uled to conclude on Saturday 
with the formal announce-
ment of office-bearers for the 
newly constituted state and 
district committees across 
West Bengal. 

Party leaders from the dis-
sident camp are expected to 
outline their organisational 
roadmap during the conclud-
ing session.

The political developments 
come at a time when the orig-
inal Trinamool Congress lead-
ership is reportedly facing fi-
nancial challenges. Debit re-
strictions have been imposed 
on 15 bank accounts linked to 
the party, involving deposits 
estimated at around Rs 1,000 
crore. These restrictions have 
reportedly affected the party's 
ability to meet routine organ-
isational and operational ex-
penses.

The faction announced 
plans for new 

committees, intensifying 
its organisational 

challenge against the 
party leadership

Foundation of every activity that takes 
nation forward is knowledge: HM  

NEW DELHI
 

Union Home Minister, Amit 
Shah, on Saturday inaugurat-
ed the Jayaprakash Narayan 
Public Library, a state-of-the-
art multimedia and digital 
knowledge centre spread over 
three floors that was devel-
oped by the New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Council (NDMC) and 
stressed that the foundation of 
every activity that takes a na-
tion forward is knowledge.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta, NDMC Chairperson 
Keshav Chandra, and NDMC 
Vice Chairman Kuljeet Singh 
Chahal were present at the in-
auguration ceremony.

Addressing the gathering, 
HM Shah described the open-
ing of the library as a signifi-
cant milestone for the nation-
al Capital and stressed the 
importance of reading in 
shaping both individuals and 
the nation. He also urged the 
Delhi government to integrate 
all public libraries under a 
common network and develop 
a mechanism to connect 

schools with them.
Today is an important day 

for Delhi as we are dedicating 
a library in the name of Jay-
aprakash Narayan. A great 
thinker once said that the fu-
ture of a nation is not deter-
mined by how crowded its 
markets are or how many in-
dustries it has, but by how 
many young people visit li-
braries, he said.

Appealing to the youth to 
cultivate the habit of reading, 
the Home Minister said librar-
ies play a transformative role 
in personality development 
and intellectual growth.

I want to urge the younger 
generation to become mem-
bers of libraries. As you con-
tinue reading over time, you 
will notice remark-
able changes in 
your personality 
and thinking. I 
say this from 
my own ex-
perience. 
I  w a s 
b o r n 
i n  a 

small town, but we had a li-
brary there. Looking back, I 
feel fortunate because that li-
brary shaped my life, he said.

HM Shah said that every 
activity contributing to na-
tion-building begins with 
knowledge and wisdom, 
which are nurtured through 
libraries.

The foundation of every ac-
tivity that takes a nation for-
ward is knowledge. Wisdom 
and its practical application 
come only through learning, 
and libraries are the greatest 
source of that learning. Be-
fore expressing an opinion, 
one should first read and un-
derstand the subject. Libraries 
make this possible, he said.

Recalling his own initia-
tives, Shah said he had 
worked to establish libraries 
in every village of his parlia-
mentary constituency. He also 
appealed to librarians to ac-

tively engage educa-
tional institutions and 

encourage students 
to make use of li-
brary facilities. 

Raj c-section deaths put public 
healthcare system under fresh scrutiny
JAIPUR

 
Six maternal deaths within 
five days at Rajasthan’s Ma-
hatma Gandhi Government 
Hospital in Bhilwara, and two 
in Banswara reportedly fol-
lowing Caesarean-section de-
liveries, have raised serious 
concerns over infection con-
trol and patient safety in the 
state’s public healthcare sys-
tem.

Hospital authorities have 
confirmed the detection of in-
fection in the operation theatre 
(OT), while investigations are 
underway to determine wheth-
er it contributed to the deaths.

The latest maternal death on 

Friday took the toll to six in 
Bhilwara since July 6. The 
women had undergone C-sec-
tion deliveries before their 
condition deteriorated. Fol-
lowing reports of infection, 
surgeries in the affected oper-
ation theatre were suspended, 
and several patients were 
shifted to other hospitals as a 
precautionary measure.

Hospital officials said sam-
ples from the operation the-
atre, surgical instruments and 
equipment have been sent for 
microbiological examination. 
An inquiry committee has also 
been constituted to investigate 
the deaths and identify any 
lapses in infection control and 

hospital protocols.
The incident has also 

brought the hospital’s infra-
structure under scrutiny. Re-
ports indicate that the hospital 
performs 30 to 40 caesarean 
surgeries every day while hav-
ing only five surgical sets, 
raising concerns over sterilisa-
tion practices and infection 
management.

A five-member team has 
been constituted to probe the 
issue, and samples of injec-
tions administered to them 
have been collected.

Additionally, two new 
mothers died in Banswara on 
Friday after delivering their 
first babies post C-sec surgery. 

Bomb threat at Red Fort declared 
hoax after security check

NEW DELHI
 

A bomb threat targeting Del-
hi’s historic Red Fort trig-
gered a major security re-
sponse on Saturday, prompt-
ing police and security agen-
cies to conduct a comprehen-
sive search of the monument 
before declaring the threat to 
be a hoax.

According to Delhi Police, 
the threat originated from a 
phone call made to the 
Mumbai Police Control 
Room, during which the 
caller allegedly claimed that 
the Red Fort would be 
blown up. Mumbai Police 
immediately relayed the in-
formation to the Delhi Po-
lice Control Room, which 

alerted the North District 
Police to initiate security 
measures.

Soon after receiving the 
alert, police personnel, bomb 
disposal squads, and other 
security teams rushed to the 
Red Fort and carried out an 
extensive sanitisation and 
inspection of the premises. 
After thoroughly checking 
the area, officials found no 
suspicious object or explo-
sive material and confirmed 
that the threat was false.

Authorities are now work-
ing to trace the caller and 
determine the motive behind 
the hoax threat. An investi-
gation has been launched, 
and legal action is expected 
against those responsible.

Delhi Metro chief 
reviews nighttime 

‘Blue Line’ upgrades
NEW DELHI 

 
Delhi Metro chief Vikas Ku-
mar was recently seen re-
viewing major upgrades 
across the busy Blue Line to 
ensure a smoother ride for 
commuters. The midnight-to-
dawn inspection covered key 
stations, including Dwarka 
and Noida City Centre. Ku-
mar checked ongoing remod-
eling work, new escalators, 
and redesigned ticket gates. 
He urged officials to priori-
tize safety and speed without 
disrupting daily passengers. 
Because major upgrades hap-
pen after hours, regular day-
time services remain unaf-
fected.

Meanwhile, work has offi-
cially launched at the Central 
Secretariat station for the up-
coming Central Vista Corri-
dor. Attended by Union Min-
ister Manohar Lal, this proj-
ect will transform the station 
into a massive triple-inter-
change hub connecting the 
Yellow, Violet, and Magenta 
lines. 
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Trump pledges patriot missile production for Ukraine
KYIV

 
US President Donald Trump’s 
pledge to allow Ukraine to pro-
duce Patriot air defence mis-
siles has been welcomed by 
Kyiv as a major sign of support, 
but defence experts warn that 
the impact may take more than 
a year to materialise.

The announcement, made 
during Trump’s meeting with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy at a NATO summit, 
could eventually strengthen 
Ukraine’s ability to counter 
Russian missile attacks. How-
ever, experts say establishing 
production facilities, arranging 

supply chains, and manufactur-
ing Patriot interceptors will re-
quire significant time.

Ukraine currently faces a 
shortage of interceptor missiles 
as Russia continues attacks on 
cities and energy infrastructure. 

The Patriot system remains the 
only weapon in Ukraine’s arse-
nal capable of intercepting Rus-
sian ballistic missiles, making 
the shortage a critical challenge 
for Kyiv.Defence analysts said 
short-term benefits from do-

mestic production would likely 
be limited. Building facilities 
for advanced systems such as 
Raytheon’s PAC-2 interceptors 
or Lockheed Martin’s PAC-3 
missiles could take at least 12 
months or longer.

Trump’s proposal was also 
described as lacking specific 
details, including discussions 
with manufacturers involved in 
Patriot production. Experts sug-
gested that initial production 
may take place in Europe, 
where existing supply chains 
and facilities could support 
faster manufacturing before 
eventually moving operations 
to Ukraine.

PATRIOT PRODUCTION DELAYS LOOM

QUICK READ

Russia missiles hit 
Kyiv, six injured in 

attack

Trump-threatened 
U.S.-Canada bridge to 

open on July 27

fresh allegations of 
forced disappearances 

in Balochistan

Kyiv
Russia launched ballistic 

missile strikes on Ukraine’s 
capital Kyiv early Saturday, 
injuring at least six people, 
officials said. The attack 

damaged a non-residential 
building in one district, 

while smoke was reported 
in another area. An office 
building also caught fire 
following the strikes, ac-

cording to the city military 
administration on Tele-

gram. Emergency teams 
responded to the affected 

sites as authorities as-
sessed the extent of the 

damage. The latest assault 
highlights the continuing 
intensity of Russian at-

tacks on Ukrainian cities 
despite ongoing interna-

tional efforts to reduce the 
conflict and protect civilian 

areas.

Montreal
A long-awaited bridge link-
ing Canada and the United 

States will open to the 
public on July 27, ending 

months of uncertainty af-
ter U.S. President Donald 

Trump threatened to block 
the project earlier this year. 
Canada’s Ministry of Infra-
structure said Canada and 

Michigan had agreed on 
the opening date with the 

support of the U.S. govern-
ment. The Gordie Howe In-

ternational Bridge is ex-
pected to strengthen 

cross-border trade and 
generate billions of dollars 
in economic activity over 
the coming decades. In 

February, Trump criticised 
the project, arguing the 
United States had been 

treated unfairly and should 
hold at least a 50% own-

ership stake.

Balochistan
Fresh allegations of en-
forced disappearances 

and custodial abuse have 
surfaced in Pakistan’s Ba-

lochistan province, with 
three men reportedly de-

tained in separate inci-
dents while another alleg-

edly died after being re-
leased from custody. Ac-

cording to The Balochistan 
Post, two businessmen 

from Khuzdar district and 
a 24-year-old resident of 

Gwadar were taken to un-
disclosed locations by se-

curity personnel. Separate-
ly, the family of Riaz Bugti 
alleged he died in a Kara-
chi hospital after suffering 

torture during detention 
following a June 12 raid by 
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment personnel. Authori-
ties have not publicly re-
sponded to the allega-

tions, which could not be 
independently verified.

Taiwan detects Chinese naval 
activity around island’s waters

Taiwan detects Chinese naval, official vessels near territory as defence ministry 
monitors activity amid ongoing regional tensions

TAIPEI
 

Taiwan’s Ministry of National 
Defence (MND) on Saturday 
reported detecting a Chinese 
naval vessel and an official 
ship operating around the is-
land’s surrounding waters. 
The activity was recorded up 
to 6 am local time, with Tai-
wan’s armed forces monitor-
ing the situation and respond-
ing accordingly.

In a statement shared on so-
cial media platform X, the 
MND said that one vessel 
from the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN) and one 
Chinese official ship were de-
tected near Taiwan. The min-
istry added that no Chinese 

military aircraft were ob-
served operating around Tai-
wan during the reported peri-
od.

The latest development fol-
lows a similar detection on 
Friday, when Taiwan reported 
two sorties of Chinese mili-

tary aircraft, five naval ves-
sels, and three official ships 
operating around the island. 
Taiwan’s defence authorities 
said they continued to track 
and respond to the activi-
ties.Military movements 
around Taiwan have in-

creased in recent years as 
tensions between Taipei and 
Beijing continue. China 
claims Taiwan as part of its 
territory and has repeatedly 
opposed what it considers 
moves toward Taiwanese 
independence. 

Taiwan, however, main-
tains its own government, 
military, and economic sys-
tem and operates separately 
from Beijing.

The Taiwan issue remains 
one of the most sensitive 
geopolitical matters in the 
region, involving questions 
of sovereignty, security, and 
international relations. Sev-
eral countries closely moni-
tor developments around the 

Taiwan Strait due to its im-
portance for regional stabil-
ity and global trade.

Earlier, China urged the 
United States to exercise 
greater caution regarding 
Taiwan-related matters. Chi-
nese officials have stated 
that Taiwan issues carry sig-
nificant implications for bi-
lateral relations and regional 
peace.

Taiwan’s defence ministry 
has continued publishing 
regular updates on Chinese 
military activities around 
the island as part of its ef-
forts to maintain transparen-
cy and inform the public 
about security develop-
ments.

Magnitude 4.1 earthquake 
strikes Myanmar 

NAYPYIDAW
 

An earthquake of magnitude 
4.1 struck Myanmar in the 
early hours of Saturday, ac-
cording to the National Centre 
for Seismology (NCS). The 
tremor occurred at a depth of 
90 kilometres at 12:20 AM 
Indian Standard Time.

The NCS shared details of 
the earthquake on social me-
dia platform X, stating that the 
quake was recorded at latitude 
21.698 N and longitude 94.504 
E in Myanmar.

The latest earthquake follows 
another tremor of magnitude 
4.5 that hit Myanmar on Friday 
evening. The earlier earthquake 
was reported at a depth of 100 
kilometres and occurred at 6:59 
PM IST, according to NCS 

data.
Myanmar is located in a seis-

mically active region and re-
mains vulnerable to earth-
quakes due to its position be-
tween several tectonic plates, 
including the Indian, Eurasian, 
Sunda, and Burma plates. The 
interaction of these plates cre-
ates significant geological ac-
tivity across the country.

A major fault system, the 
Sagaing Fault, runs through 
Myanmar and is considered a 

key source of earthquake risk. 
The fault extends through pop-
ulated areas, including regions 
around Sagaing, Mandalay, 
Bago, and Yangon.

Experts have noted that 
densely populated cities can 
face considerable risks from 
seismic events, even when lo-
cated away from major fault 
lines. Historical earthquakes 
have affected several parts of 
Myanmar, highlighting the 
need for continued monitoring 
and preparedness.

Authorities continue to 
track seismic activity across 
the region through monitoring 
systems operated by the NCS 
and other agencies. No imme-
diate reports of damage or ca-
sualties were available follow-
ing the latest earthquake.

NCS reported on X that 
the Myanmar earthquake 

occurred at latitude 
21.698 N and longitude 

94.504 E, providing 
details of  the seismic 

event

North Korea slams 
NATO summit over 

military buildup claims
SEOUL

 
North Korea on Saturday crit-
icised the United States and 
its allies following a NATO 
summit held this week, ac-
cusing them of strength-
ening military blocs and 
increasing arms build-
ups.

P y o n g y a n g  s a i d 
NATO leaders had un-
fairly portrayed North Ko-
rea’s military activities and 
exercise of what it described 
as legitimate sovereign rights 
as a security threat. The re-
marks were made by the North 
Korean Foreign Ministry in a 
statement carried by state me-
dia KCNA.The ministry ac-
cused the alliance of increas-

ing tensions through higher 
defence spending and closer 
military cooperation with 
countries in the Asia-Pacific 

region. It said NATO’s ac-
tions reflected a grow-

ing confrontation 
between military 
blocs.

North Korea has 
repeatedly criti-

cised US-led secu-
rity partnerships and 

opposed military coop-
eration between Washington 
and its allies, arguing that such 
moves threaten regional stabil-
ity. The country has continued 
developing its military capabil-
ities despite international con-
cerns over its nuclear and mis-
sile programmes.

India emerges 
partner in Monaco's 
marine innovation 

drive
MONTE CARLO

 
India is emerging as an important 
partner in Monaco’s efforts to pro-
mote sustainable yachting and ma-
rine innovation, according to Ber-
nard d’Alessandri, General Secretary 
of the Yacht Club de Monaco.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
13th Monaco Energy Boat Chal-
lenge, d’Alessandri praised India’s 
growing participation in the sector, 
highlighting the performance of In-
dian team Sea Sakthi as evidence of 
the country’s potential in sustainable 
marine technologies.He said India’s 
rapid development presents a unique 
opportunity to build modern marina 
infrastructure and adopt next-gener-
ation boats without the limitations of 
older systems. “You can start with a 
white page, and it’s much easier to 
start in a good way,” he remarked.

D’Alessandri noted that India was 
among the first countries to partici-
pate in the Monaco Energy Boat 
Challenge, underscoring the impor-
tance of collaboration as the mari-
time industry shifts toward cleaner 
technologies.He also stressed that 
Monaco’s environmentally sensitive 
Mediterranean coastline makes sus-
tainable boating essential, adding 
that partnerships with countries like 
India can help accelerate innovation.

Pakistan faces wheat crisis 
amid production shortfall fears 
LAHORE

 
Pakistan is grappling with a 
worsening wheat supply crisis 
as officials, industry represen-
tatives and provincial author-
ities warn of a production 
shortfall that could trigger a 
food security challenge, 
prompting fresh calls for 
large-scale imports.

According to The Express 
Tribune, concerns were raised 
during a meeting of the Wheat 
Board chaired by Federal 
Minister for National Food 
Security Rana Tanveer Hus-
sain in Islamabad. Partici-
pants, including representa-
tives from flour mills, grain 
traders, farmer organisations 
and the Cereal Association, 
estimated that Pakistan could 
face a wheat deficit exceeding 
3.5 million tonnes.

Stakeholders urged the gov-
ernment to immediately ap-
prove the import of at least 2 
million tonnes of wheat to 
stabilise domestic supplies 
and ease pressure on markets. 
They also called for a trans-
parent and competitive import 
policy, arguing that permits 
should be issued fairly to all 
eligible flour millers and trad-
ers rather than a select group 
of companies.

Provincial officials present-
ed a grim assessment of 
wheat stocks during the meet-
ing. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's 
chief secretary said the prov-
ince currently has only about 
30,000 tonnes of wheat in re-
serve and has already secured 
250,000 tonnes from the Pa-
kistan Agricultural Storage 
and Services Corporation 
(PASSCO) following federal 
assistance. He added that 
Punjab continues to supply 
more than 70 per cent of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa's flour re-
quirements.

Officials from Sindh report-
ed rising wheat prices due to 
declining availability and said 
authorities had launched an-
ti-hoarding operations to im-
prove market conditions and 
ensure smoother supplies.

Punjab officials, however, 
defended the province's per-
formance, stating that it had 
achieved its wheat production 
target of 21.9 million tonnes. 
They also reiterated the pro-
vincial government's commit-
ment to keeping flour and 
bread prices affordable de-
spite mounting financial pres-
sures.The discussions have 
intensified debate over Paki-
stan's wheat management pol-
icies, with industry.

Indian-
American teen 

leads 300 cadets 
in US Navy 

NEW YORK
 

A 17-year-old Indian-Ameri-
can student from New York 
has taken on a major leader-
ship role by commanding 
nearly 300 fellow students in 
her school’s Navy Junior Re-
serve Officers Training Corps 
(NJROTC) unit.

Riddhi Chauhan, a student 
at Benjamin N. Cardozo High 
School in Queens, serves as 
the Battalion Commanding 
Officer, the highest student 
rank in the programme. She 
arrives at school before 7 am 
four days a week to conduct 
drill practices, oversee train-
ing activities, manage battal-
ion operations, and support 
cadet welfare.

The NJROTC programme, 
supported by the US Navy, 
focuses on developing leader-
ship, discipline, teamwork, 
and character among high 
school students across the 
United States. 

Chauhan joined the pro-
gramme to strengthen her 
leadership skills and contrib-
ute to her school community, 
eventually developing an am-
bition to become a Naval Of-
ficer.

Her journey to the top stu-
dent position included several 
leadership roles, such as Aca-
demic Commander, STEM 
Commander, Platoon Leader, 
and Inspection Commander. 
During her tenure as Academ-
ic Commander, she helped her 
school team advance in the 
Leadership and Academic 
Bowl and secure first place in 
a national academic competi-
tion.
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Oregon withdraws 

delay request in 
Paramount merger case

Over 1.7 crore 
ITRs filed before 

deadline

PORTLAND
Oregon’s Attorney General 
has withdrawn a court re-

quest to delay Para-
mount’s planned 110 billion 
dollar takeover of Warner 
Bros. Officials said Para-
mount refused to provide 

requested records and 
would not cooperate with 

the investigation. The state 
is now considering its next 

legal action. Paramount 
welcomed the decision, 

calling the merger lawful 
and good for competition. 
However, the deal still fac-
es review from other states 
over possible competition 
concerns. The merger has 
also raised worries among 
Hollywood workers, includ-
ing actors and writers, who 
fear job losses if the com-

panies successfully join to-
gether.

NEW DELHI
The Income Tax Depart-
ment said over 1.7 crore 

taxpayers have filed their 
income tax returns for the 
2025-26 financial year so 

far. The department 
shared the update on Sat-
urday, encouraging more 
people to complete their 
filings before the July 31 

deadline. Returns for As-
sessment Year 2026-27 
are being accepted, with 

taxpayers using the availa-
ble online facilities. Offi-

cials said timely filing 
helps avoid last-minute is-
sues and ensures smooth-
er processing. The depart-
ment continues to remind 
citizens to submit their re-
turns within the given peri-

od and follow tax rules 
carefully for a hassle-free 

filing experience across the 
country.

New Zealand PM highlights 
India’s economic progress
Luxon praised India’s transformation since his 1990s visit, highlighting its 

growth from a low-income economy into a global economic power
NEW DELHI

 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
Christopher Luxon said India 
has achieved major economic 
progress, with 250 million 
people moving out of poverty 
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's leadership. He said 
the country's middle class has 
expanded to 440 million peo-
ple and could reach 750 mil-
lion by 2030, describing the 
change as an impressive 
transformation during a busi-
ness and sports event in 
Auckland.

Luxon said he has admired 
India's progress for many 
years and remembered his 
first visit to the country 
during the 1990s while work-
ing with Unilever. He ex-
plained that India has changed 
greatly from those early days, 

moving from a low-income 
economy toward becoming a 
stronger global economic 
force. He also praised im-
provements in infrastructure, 
education, tourism, and busi-
ness opportunities.

The New Zealand leader 
highlighted discussions with 
Prime Minister Modi about 
India's rapid development, in-
cluding the expansion of air-
ports and the growing need 
for more aircraft to support 

domestic travel. His com-
ments came during Modi's 
visit to New Zealand, which 
marked the first visit by an 
Indian Prime Minister to the 
country in four decades.

The visit also strengthened 
relations between India and 
New Zealand as both nations 
upgraded their ties to a Strate-
gic Partnership. They intro-
duced a roadmap for cooper-
ation until 2030 and aimed to 
increase bilateral trade to 
NZD 7 billion. The two coun-
tries also agreed to support 
cooperation in areas including 
agriculture, skills, innovation, 
tourism, and the early imple-
mentation of their trade agree-
ment.

Luxon's remarks highlight-
ed India's changing economic 
position and growing interna-
tional importance. He said the 

country's development jour-
ney has created new opportu-
nities for millions of people 
and inspired observers around 
the world. As India continues 
expanding its economy and 
global partnerships, leaders 
from other nations are watch-
ing its progress closely. The 
focus now remains on main-
taining growth, creating op-
portunities, and ensuring that 
development benefits people 
across all sections of society. 
Experts believe continued re-
forms and cooperation will 
help India strengthen its posi-
tion further while supporting 
inclusive growth for future 
generations. The nation is ex-
pected to remain a key con-
tributor to global economic 
progress through innovation 
and sustainable development 
in future.

Gadkari urges 
BRICS to build 
future mobility

NAGPUR
 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari 
called for stronger coopera-
tion among BRICS nations to 
create sustainable, resilient 
and modern transport systems 
during the third BRICS Trans-
port Ministers' Meeting held 
in India. He said joint efforts 
among member countries can 
shape the future of global mo-
bility through innovation, 
partnership and shared re-
sponsibility.

Speaking at the event, Gad-
kari highlighted India's prog-
ress in roads, railways, mari-
time infrastructure and avia-
tion. He said India has devel-
oped the world's second-larg-
est road network and expand-
ed expressways and multi-
modal connectivity across 
regions. Projects such as 
economic corridors, tunnels 
and greenfield expressways 
show the country's focus on 
combining development with 
environmental protection and 
technological advancement. 
He also praised the Hybrid 
Annuity Model for attracting 
private investment in infra-
structure projects. Gadkari 
explained that Indian railways 
are undergoing major mod-
ernisation through electrifica-
tion, Vande Bharat services 
and high-speed rail develop-
ment. He also mentioned dig-
ital maritime initiatives and 
green shipping efforts aimed 
at improving logistics effi-
ciency and connectivity.

Emphasising green mobili-
ty, the minister highlighted 
electric buses, cleaner fuels 
and the PM Gati Shakti Na-
tional Master Plan as key 
steps for integrated transport 
planning. He said safety re-
mains a priority and referred 
to schemes supporting acci-

dent victims and eco-friendly 
construction methods using 
recycled materials. Gadkari 
urged BRICS members to co-
operate on challenges includ-
ing infrastructure funding, 
emissions, congestion and 
last-mile connectivity. He 
called for greater knowledge 
sharing, research and technol-
ogy partnerships in areas such 
as electric mobility, green hy-
drogen and digital transport 
systems.

He expressed confidence 
that the meeting would 
strengthen cooperation among 
emerging economies and cre-
ate practical solutions for fu-
ture transport needs. The min-
ister said BRICS countries 
can build cleaner, safer and 
smarter systems by working 
together and sharing experi-
ences. He added that sustain-
able infrastructure will sup-
port economic growth and 
improve lives worldwide. The 
meeting reflected India's com-
mitment to inclusive develop-
ment and international coop-
eration in transportation. As 
global mobility demands con-
tinue changing, BRICS na-
tions are expected to play an 
important role in creating 
solutions that balance prog-
ress, environment and public 
needs. Through collaboration 
and innovation, the countries 
aim to build a stronger and 
more connected future.

Gadkari highlighted 
green mobility, safer 

transport, and PM Gati 
Shakti, urging BRICS 

cooperation on 
sustainable 

infrastructure, clean 
technologies, innovation, 

and improved 
connectivity

India said the report lacked evidence of unfair export advantages and 
failed to provide country-specific proof for its claims

India seeks review of proposed US tariff
NEW DELHI

 
India has asked US trade au-
thorities to reconsider a pro-
posed 12.5% tariff after rais-
ing concerns over a report 
related to forced labour is-
sues. The government said 
trade disputes should be 
solved through discussions 
and bilateral negotiations in-
stead of one-sided actions. 
Commerce official Brij Mo-
han Mishra said India takes 
the elimination of forced la-
bour seriously and believes 
the investigation does not 
meet required legal standards 
under the US Trade Act.

India argued that the report 
lacks sufficient evidence link-

ing its policies with unfair 
advantages for Indian export-
ers. It said the investigation 
combined several economies 
together without providing 
specific proof against each 
country. Officials stated that 
the findings relied on broad 
data and limited examples 
rather than detailed sec-
tor-based information. 

India also said there was no 
clear evidence showing that the 
absence of a nationwide import 
ban on forced labour products 
harmed American industries. 
The country requested the 
USTR to review the proposed 
measure and continue dialogue 
through trade channels.

Representatives from Indian 

industry bodies including APE-
DA, Ficci and CII also opposed 
the proposed tariff. APEDA 
said claims about imported rice 
affecting competition were not 
supported by strong evidence. 
It explained that India's rice 
imports are small and serve 
specific market needs. 

The agency added that strict 
checks prevent the export of 
impor ted  r ice  produced 
through forced labour. Industry 
groups warned that additional 
duties could increase costs for 
exporters businesses and con-
sumers in both countries. They 
said Indian companies already 
follow compliance rules and 
that higher tariffs could affect 
supply chains.

Apple sues 
OpenAI over 
alleged trade 

secrets
CUPERTINO

 
Apple has filed a lawsuit 
against OpenAI and two for-
mer Apple employees, claim-
ing they stole confidential 
company information to help 
develop new artificial intelli-
gence hardware.

 The legal case was filed in 
a federal court in California 
and has increased tensions be-
tween the two technology 
companies. 

Apple said the former em-
ployees shared secret designs, 
manufacturing methods, and 
supplier details before leaving 
the company. OpenAI denied 
the claims, saying it does not 
use or seek other companies’ 
trade secrets and remains fo-
cused on creating technology 
that benefits people around 
the world.

According to Apple, the 
two former employees, Chang 
Liu and Tang Yew Tan, took 
important company informa-
tion before joining OpenAI. 

New SEC rules boost market 
transparency efforts

NEW YORK
 

The United States Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has introduced new 
rules requiring activist inves-
tors to reveal the identities of 
their clients in official regula-
tory filings. The updated 
guidance aims to improve 
transparency in financial mar-
kets and applies to important 
documents such as Schedule 
13D filings and proxy state-
ments. The decision could 
affect hedge funds, which 
have traditionally kept the 
names of their investors pri-
vate. Legal experts said the 
move was unexpected and 
may bring major changes to 
how activist investment cam-
paigns are carried out across 
the country.

The SEC explained that in-
vestors who create special 
investment groups to buy 
shares in a company and push 
for changes must now identify 
the people supporting those 
campaigns. The regulator also 
said clients who invest more 
than 500 dollars in partner-
ships created to influence 
company decisions must be 

treated as active participants 
and disclosed in filings. Al-
though the SEC did not ex-
plain why the guidance was 
released now, experts believe 
it reflects growing concern 
over the increasing use of 
special investment vehicles in 
activist campaigns.

Activist investing has 
grown strongly during the 
first half of 2026, with several 
hedge funds urging large 
companies to improve their 
performance. 

Hedge funds have long ar-
gued that keeping investor 
identities private protects 
their business strategies and 
prevents competitors from 
copying their plans. 

However, many companies 
targeted by activist investors 

believe greater transparency 
is necessary to understand 
who is supporting campaigns 
aimed at changing company 
leadership or business deci-
sions. 

The new guidance is ex-
pected to influence how fu-
ture investment campaigns 
are organised and reported.

The SEC’s latest decision 
also brings back memories of 
a similar debate involving 
medical technology company 
Masimo in 2022. At that time, 
Masimo required activist in-
vestors to reveal the identities 
of their financial supporters 
before nominating board 
members. 

The policy faced strong 
criticism and was later with-
drawn in 2023. Legal experts 
believe the SEC’s new inter-
pretation could restart discus-
sions about investor transpar-
ency and corporate gover-
nance. 

As financial markets con-
tinue to evolve, the updated 
rules may reshape the rela-
tionship between companies, 
investors, and regulators 
while encouraging greater ac-
countability and trust.

OECD ECONOMIES FACE 
PRODUCTIVITY LOSSES FROM AGEISM
NEW DELHI

 
A new report from the World 
Economic Forum and Marsh 
has warned that age-related 
workplace barriers could 
cause OECD economies near-
ly $500 billion in productivity 
losses by 2040. The report 
explains that older workers 
aged 55+ are often pushed 
away from jobs because of 
discrimination, limited oppor-
tunities, and workplace chal-
lenges. These problems are 
expected to create major eco-
nomic pressure as populations 
grow older and the number of 
working-age people increases 
more slowly.

The analysis notes global 
population aged 65+ is ex-
pected to rise by more than 
50% by 2040, reaching 1.3 
billion people. Meanwhile, 
the working-age population is 
projected to grow only 13%, 

creating concerns about la-
bour shortages and economic 
growth.

The report highlights that 
extended unemployment 
among older workers may re-
sult in significant financial 
losses for countries including 
the United States, France, 
Canada, Japan, and others. It 
also warns that ageism affects 
health, linking it to millions 
of disease cases and higher 
healthcare costs. Many older 
workers leave the workforce 
completely because they feel 
unwanted or unsupported, 
meaning official unemploy-
ment figures may not show 
the full impact.

The WEF report suggests 
that companies can address 
the issue by building work-
places where different gener-
ations work together. Multi-
generational teams can im-
prove creativity, innovation, 

and knowledge sharing. Expe-
rienced employees can guide 
younger workers, while gain-
ing new digital skills through 
cooperation. The report also 
points to examples from 
South Korea, Japan, and Swe-
den, where policies have 
helped increase employment 
among older adults through 
flexible systems and better 
opportunities.

Governments and business-
es are encouraged to remove 
unfair age barriers and recog-
nise the valuable skills of older 
employees. Experts believe 
supporting older workers can 
improve productivity while re-
ducing pressure on public fi-
nances and strengthening econ-
omies. The report concludes 
that tackling ageism will bene-
fit individuals, employers, and 
society by creating inclusive 
workplaces where people of all 
ages can contribute effectively. 

FSSAI issues 
nine notices to 

Swiggy Instamart
BENGALURU

 
FSSAI has issued nine notices 
to Swiggy Instamart after sev-
eral consumers reported re-
ceiving expired, rotten and 
unsafe food items. The food 
regulator asked the company 
to submit a detailed report ex-
plaining rule violations, safety 
checks and steps planned to 
avoid such incidents in future.

The complaints included 
deliveries of expired snacks, 
spo i l ed  o rgan i c  eggs , 
foul-smelling parathas and 
contaminated infant food 
products. Some customers 
claimed that items were deliv-
ered even after their use-by 
dates, while others raised con-
cerns over poor storage con-
ditions and repeated quality 
problems. The regulator said 
such issues could affect pub-
lic health and reduce consum-
er trust in online grocery ser-
vices.Customers also com-
plained about delays in re-
sponses and weak grievance 
handling systems. Many said 
companies often provided re-
funds but failed to explain how 
they would prevent similar 
food safety issues. The food 
authority noted that complaints 
about milk, eggs and other dai-
ly essentials had also in-
creased.

FSSAI has directed Swiggy 
Instamart to share details of its 
hygiene monitoring methods 
and corrective actions. The 
move comes after the regulator 
recently examined several 
products for misleading claims 
and other safety concerns. Of-
ficials said strict checks are 
needed as online food and gro-
cery platforms serve a growing 
number of people across the 
country.

The company is now expect-
ed to review its processes and 
improve safety standards. Au-
thorities said protecting con-
sumers requires quick action, 
better monitoring and stronger 
responsibility from businesses 
handling food products. 

Assam budget boosts tea sector with incentives
GUWAHATI

 
Assam's new Budget 2026-27 
introduced several measures 
to support the tea sector with 
subsidies, tax relief and in-
centives aimed at strengthen-
ing production, exports and 
worker welfare. Finance Min-
ister Jayanta Malla Baruah 
announced a Rs 3 per kg sub-
sidy for export-oriented pre-
mium Assam CTC tea, while 
support for orthodox and spe-
ciality tea was increased from 
Rs 10 per kg to Rs 15 per kg.

The government also raised 
the agricultural income tax 
exemption limit for small tea 
growers from Rs 2.5 lakh to 

Rs 10 lakh of annual income. 
Officials said the move would 
provide financial relief to 
growers and help improve the 
condition of people working 
in tea gardens. Additional tax 
revenue collected from larger 
assessees will be used for tea 
community welfare.

Tea associations welcomed 
the announcements and said 
the steps would improve As-
sam tea's position in global 
markets. 

The Guwahati Tea Auction 
Buyers Association called the 
export subsidy a major step 
that could help exporters deal 
with rising costs and interna-
tional competition. The Tea 

Association of India also ap-
preciated support for health-
care, tourism and worker de-
velopment.

The budget included plans 
to strengthen the Assam Tea 
Industries Special Incentives 
Scheme, improve tea garden 
hospitals, promote tea tourism 
and continue welfare pro-
grammes for workers. Propos-
als for better roads, housing, 
schools and skill centres in 
tea areas were also praised by 
industry groups.

Experts believe the com-
bined measures will support 
the future of Assam's tea in-
dustry and improve the lives 
of workers. 

EPFO restores passbook portal with enhanced security
NEW DELHI

 
EPFO has restored its pass-
book portal after completing 
scheduled maintenance, al-
lowing members to access 
their provident fund state-
ments again. The organisation 
said the migration process 
was aimed at improving pro-
cessing efficiency, security 
and reliability of its digital 
platform.

The portal was taken offline 
for database consolidation 
and software upgrades before 
returning with stronger sys-
tems. EPFO informed users 
that recently processed ac-
counting year records are 
available, while older records 

are being migrated and will 
appear soon. Members do not 
need to take any action be-
cause the process is automat-
ic.EPFO also said that some 
claims and service requests 
may face delays for up 
to two weeks as addi-
tional verification and 
validation checks are 
completed. The resto-
ration comes before 
the expected credit of 
8.25 per cent annual in-
terest for the financial year 
2025-26, which is likely to 
begin from July 15.

The organisat ion has 
changed the process for Uni-
versal Account Number acti-
vation. Members must now 

use the UMANG application 
with Aadhaar-based Face Au-
thentication Technology in-
stead of the Unified Member 
Portal. New EPF rules also 

require members to keep 
a minimum 25 per 

cent balance before 
making  pa r t i a l 
withdrawals.

The updated sys-
tem is expected to 

provide safer and 
smoother services to 

millions of subscribers. 
EPFO said these changes will 
strengthen digital operations 
and improve the overall expe-
rience for employees and em-
ployers while managing prov-
ident fund accounts.
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Abhishek Praises Rohit's Selfless 
Leadership and Accountability
Abhishek Nayar credited Rohit Sharma's leadership for strengthening team unity through 

accountability, empathy, and unwavering support during difficult phases.
MUMBAI

 
Former India assistant coach 
Abhishek Nayar has praised 
India captain Rohit Sharma 
for his leadership qualities, 
saying his willingness to ac-
cept responsibility and protect 
his teammates helped create a 
united and confident dressing 
room during some of the 
team's most challenging peri-
ods.

Reflecting on his tenure 
with the Indian cricket team, 
Nayar said Rohit's approach 
to captaincy went beyond tac-
tical decisions on the field. 
According to him, the skipper 
consistently prioritised the 
well-being of his players, en-
suring that setbacks did not 
negatively affect the team's 
morale or individual confi-
dence.

Speaking to JioStar, Nayar 
recalled an instance following 

the Mumbai Test when India 
had suffered a disappointing 
series defeat. He said Rohit 
addressed the media after the 
match and openly accepted 
responsibility instead of plac-
ing the blame on any individ-
ual player.

Nayar remembered Rohit 
telling reporters that the team 
had won many series in the 
past and losing one should not 
define them, while personally 
taking responsibility for the 
defeat. According to the for-
mer assistant coach, such 
statements reflected Rohit's 
character and his ability to 
ease pressure on the squad 
during difficult moments.

He said that defeats always 
hurt the players and the sup-
port staff, but Rohit's greatest 
strength as a leader was his 
concern for teammates who 
were struggling. Nayar ex-
plained that the captain would 

always identify the players 
who had been most affected 
by poor performances, such 
as those who had failed to 
score runs, and would make a 
conscious effort to lift their 
spirits.

According to Nayar, Rohit's 
empathetic approach helped 
players regain confidence in-
stead of becoming over-
whelmed by criticism. He 
noted that the captain never 
singled out teammates for 
mistakes or publicly criticised 
anyone after disappointing 
performances.

Instead, Nayar said, Rohit 
consistently accepted respon-
sibility himself, acknowledg-
ing his own shortcomings 
rather than making excuses or 
attributing failures to others. 
This attitude, he added, 
earned the captain immense 
respect within the dressing 
room and created an atmo-

sphere where players felt sup-
ported even under intense 
public scrutiny.

The former assistant coach 
also highlighted another ex-
ample from the Sydney Test, 
where Rohit Sharma did not 
feature in the playing eleven. 
Despite not taking part in the 
match, Rohit appeared before 
the media and addressed 
questions openly, demonstrat-
ing accountability even when 
he was not directly involved 
on the field.

Nayar said Rohit's commu-
nication style was always 
honest and straightforward. 
He never attempted to avoid 
difficult questions or present 
a misleading narrative, choos-
ing instead to speak candidly 
about the team's performanc-
es. According to him, this 
transparency played a key 
role in building trust among 
players.

Parthiv Patel Raises 
Concerns Over India's 

Fielding & Team Balance
NEW DELHI

 
Former India wicketkeep-
er-batter Parthiv Patel has ex-
pressed serious concerns over 
India's fielding standards fol-
lowing the men's team's 2-0 
T20I series defeat to Ireland 
and the recent setback against 
England. Describing fielding 
as the most alarming issue in 
Indian cricket, Patel said re-
peated lapses in catching have 
become a worrying trend 
across the men's, women's, 
and junior teams.

Speaking to JioStar, the for-
mer cricketer said India's dis-
appointing performances 
against Ireland were influ-
enced not only by batting and 
bowling but also by costly 
mistakes in the field. Accord-
ing to him, dropped catches at 
crucial stages of both matches 
allowed Ireland to post com-
petitive totals and ultimately 
shifted the momentum away 
from India.

Patel observed that in the 
opening T20I, India missed 
two or three important catch-
ing opportunities that could 
have significantly restricted 
Ireland's total. He argued that 
had those chances been con-
verted, Ireland would not 
have crossed the 180-run 
mark. Similar fielding lapses 
were witnessed in the second 
match as well, reinforcing 
what he described as a per-
sistent weakness in the team's 
overall performance.

Calling for immediate im-
provement, Patel said fielding 
has become an area that Indi-
an cricket can no longer af-
ford to overlook. He stressed 
that catches dropped at criti-
cal moments often determine 
the outcome of closely con-
tested T20 matches and that 
raising fielding standards 
should become a priority for 
coaches and selectors alike.

Apart from fielding, Patel 
also questioned India's long-
term strategy in building its 
bowling attack for the shortest 
format of the game. He sug-
gested that the team manage-
ment should begin identifying 
and nurturing bowlers who 
specialise specifically in T20 
cricket instead of repeatedly 
relying on established all-for-
mat players.According to Pa-

tel, India often looks towards 
senior fast bowler Jasprit 
Bumrah to solve bowling 
problems whenever he returns 
from injury or rest. He also 
referred to pacer Prasidh 
Krishna as another familiar 
option who continues to re-
ceive opportunities. However, 
Patel believes the selectors 
should broaden their search 
and invest in emerging bowl-
ers who possess skills specif-
ically suited to T20 cricket.

He named bowlers such as 
Prince Yadav and Mohsin 
Khan as potential candidates 
who could be developed into 
specialist T20 bowlers. Patel 
argued that just as India has 
specialist batters for the short-
est format, it should adopt a 
similar approach when select-
ing and grooming bowlers 
capable of excelling in T20 
conditions.

The former wicketkeeper 
also turned his attention to In-
dia's batting combination, ex-
pressing concern over the 
team's heavy dependence on 
left-handed batters in the top 
order. 

He said a batting line-up 
featuring six left-handers 
among the top seven players 
may not provide the ideal bal-
ance required for sustained 
success in international crick-
et. In this context, Patel un-
derlined the importance of 
Tilak Varma regaining his 
batting form. He suggested 
that Tilak's return to consis-
tent run-scoring would help 
strengthen India's middle or-
der while providing the team 
management with greater 
flexibility in maintaining a 
balanced batting unit.

Parthiv Patel criticised 
India’s fielding standards 
and urged greater focus 

on specialist T20 bowlers 
and balanced batting 

combinations.

Mitchell Santner Backs Jacob 
Duffy to Lead NZ Attack

GUYANA
 

New Zealand captain Mitchell 
Santner has expressed full 
confidence in fast bowler Ja-
cob Duffy, saying the experi-
enced seamer is ready to lead 
the Black Caps' pace attack 
during the upcoming five-
match One-Day International 
series against the West Indies. 
With several first-choice fast 
bowlers unavailable, Santner 
believes Duffy has earned the 
responsibility of guiding a rel-
atively inexperienced bowling 
unit.

Speaking ahead of the 
opening ODI, Santner said 
Duffy has consistently per-
formed whenever given op-
portunities over the past few 
years and is now well posi-
tioned to take charge of the 
pace department. He noted 
that while several younger 
bowlers are part of the squad, 
Duffy's experience makes him 
the natural leader of the at-

tack. The 31-year-old fast 
bowler returns to New Zea-
land's ODI squad after miss-
ing the team's recent Test tour 
of England due to paternity 
leave. His return provides 
valuable experience to a 
bowling line-up that will be 
without several regular pace 
spearheads for the West In-
dies series.

New Zealand have rested 
leading fast bowlers Matt 
Henry, Will O'Rourke, and 
Kyle Jamieson following their 
recent Test commitments, 
while Ben Sears has been 
ruled out because of injury. 
As a result, Duffy is expected 
to shoulder greater responsi-
bility throughout the five-
match series.

The pace attack accompa-
nying Duffy includes Nathan 
Smith, Kristian Clarke, un-
capped fast bowler Matt Fish-
er, and Ben Lister, who was 
drafted into the squad as a 
replacement for the injured 

Sears.  The 
series is ex-
p e c t e d  t o 
provide valu-
able interna-
tional expo-
sure for the 
y o u n g e r 
members of 
N e w  Z e a -
land's bowl-
ing unit.

D u f f y 
heads into 
the ODI se-
ries after an 
impress ive 
run of form 
in franchise and international 
cricket. Most recently, he rep-
resented Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru in the Indian Pre-
mier League, where he 
claimed nine wickets in six 
matches and made a notable 
impact with the ball.

The fast bowler also en-
joyed a memorable 2025 on 
the international stage.

McIlroy among three in lead, 
Yellamaraju is sixth and 

Theegala 38th at Scottish Open
NORTH BERWICK

 
Indo-Canadian Sudarshan 
Yellamaraju rose to tied sixth, 
while Sahith Theegala im-
proved to T-38 even as big 
names including Scottie 
Scheffler exited the Scottish 
Open at the halfway stage.

A dramatic second round 
shook up the leaderboard at 
The Renaissance Club. As 
winds picked up and the 
tricky coastal links began to 
show their teeth, a stellar 
three-way tie emerged at the 
top of the leaderboard. De-
fending Masters champion 
Rory McIlroy, South Korea’s 
rising star Tom Kim, and En-
gland's Jordan Smith all 
climbed to a 9-under-par total 
to anchor the final weekend 
groups.

However, many fell victims 
to conditions as an unexpect-
ed, low cut line of 2-un-
der-par claimed several of 
golf's biggest heavyweights. 
The most staggering casualty 
of the day was world number 
one Scottie Scheffler, along-
side 2026 PGA Championship 
winner Aaron Rai, both of 
whom were sent out early af-
ter failing to navigate the 
worsening afternoon condi-
tions. Rory McIlroy continued 
his perfect preparation for the 
upcoming Open Champion-
ship at Royal Birkdale with 
another super performance. 
Backing up his opening-round 
65, the Northern Irishman 
took full advantage of the par 
5s to sign for a 4-under-par 
66. McIlroy looked complete-
ly poised on the greens, 
demonstrating the exact type 
of links control required to 
orchestrate a weekend repeat 
of his prior triumphs at North 

Berwick. Matching him was 
Tom Kim. The South Korean 
star paired his first-round 65 
with a highly disciplined 66, 
showcasing remarkable iron 
play to keep himself firmly in 
the hunt. Joining the duo at 
the summit was Jordan Smith, 
who executed a blistering 
7-under-par 63, a masterful 
display of ball-striking.

While the marquee leaders 
established the benchmark 
heading into the weekend, In-
do-Canadian prospect Sudar-
shan Yellamaraju stole the 
headlines with a breakout per-
formance. After securing a 
steady 2-under 68 on the first 
day, Yellamaraju, a rising tal-
en t ,  combined  supe rb 
ball-striking with brilliant 
green work, highlighted by a 
fine 38-foot birdie putt on the 
par-3 11th.

Yellamaraju endured a roll-
er-coaster scorecard, birdying 
three in a row from the fourth 
hole before a bogey on the 
eighth saw him turn at 2-under. 
He caught fire again on the 
back nine, adding four birdies 
against one more bogey to fin-
ish with a stellar 5-under-par 
65. The brilliant round hoisted 
him into a tie for sixth place at 
7-under-par total. Sitting just 
two strokes off the multi-way 
lead, Yellamaraju heads into 
the weekend squarely in the 
fight for his first career DP 
World Tour breakthrough.

Deepti Sharma hails India’s top order after gritty fifty puts visitors in control at Lord’s
LONDON

 
India all-rounder Deepti Shar-
ma credited the team's top-or-
der batters for laying the per-
fect foundation after her 
fighting half-century guided 
the visitors to a competi-
tive 285 on the opening 
day of the historic 
first-ever women's 
Test at Lord's on Fri-
day.

Smriti Mandhana 
(83 not out), Harman-
preet Kaur (58) and 
Deepti (57) guided In-
dia through some mid-
dle order trouble as 
they recovered to post 

3 5 0 - 6  b e f o r e 
striking early 
with the ball 
when Krant i 
Gaud sent Tam-
my Beaumont 
back for 11 with 

the score at 
21-1.

T h e 

left-handed all-rounder at-
tributed the key partnerships 
to the solid foundation laid by 
the top-order. It feels good 
that I was able to do this part-
nership at a crucial time. All 
credit goes to our 3-4 batters 
who gave a good start.

Jemi, Harry di (Harman-
preet) and Smriti. They built 
the innings very well, Deepti 
was quoted by ICC as saying.

The all-rounder also high-
lighted the challenging nature 
of the pitch, which offers turn 
and inconsistent bounce. The 
wicket is slightly turning and 
sometimes keeping low. The 
wicket is not the same.

We have to be prepared 

when the ball can bounce and 
when it can stay low. Tomor-
row (Day 2) will be a very 
important day for us. Mand-
hana drew praise from Deepti, 
who held the innings together 
in a precarious position.

I think she batted really 
well. Sometimes it happens.

Few players got out early 
and sometimes had to take 
that responsibility. I think she 
showed her character today. 
From there, she started her 
innings. India's bowlers can 
be buoyed by the way the 
pitch behaved late on Day 1, 
and Deepti reckons they can 
make the most of it if they 
maintain their discipline.

We will focus more on our 
bowling strength. Like today's 
wicket, we were getting a 
slight turn. But sometimes, 
the ball was bouncing.

It will help us tomorrow. 
But we have to focus on our 
right areas. We have to con-
tinue to bowl back-to-back. 
Playing at Lord's for the first 
time in a Women's Test match 
is a proud moment for the 
players and Deepti spoke of 
how the women's game has 
evolved in recent years. Tests 
are always special. It is an 
amazing feeling to play crick-
et. Women's cricket has 
grown a lot in the last 4-5 
years.

Animesh Kujur clocks India’s second-fastest 
100m, sets fastest overseas time by an Indian

WETZLAR
 

India's national 200m record 
holder Animesh Kujur contin-
ued his rapid rise as one of the 
country's premier sprinters by 
clocking a personal best 10.14 
seconds to finish second in the 
men's 100m final at the PUMA 
Fast Arms Fast Legs 2026 
meet on Saturday.

The Odisha athlete's perfor-
mance is the fastest 100m ever 
recorded by an Indian on for-
eign soil and the second-fast-
est by an Indian overall, only 
behind Gurindervir Singh's 
national-leading 10.09 sec-
onds. Animesh had shown his 
form earlier in the day by win-
ning his heat in 10.19 seconds. 
He improved in the final, 
shaving one hundredth of a 
second off his previous per-
sonal best of 10.15 seconds. 
This continues a season in 
which he has consistently low-
ered his times. Already the 
national record holder in the 

men's 200m, Animesh has es-
tablished himself among In-
dia's fastest-ever 100m run-
ners. He now owns three of 
the five fastest 100m times by 
an Indian, with the all-time list 
as follows: Gurindervir Singh 
(10.09s), Animesh Kujur 
(10.14s), Animesh Kujur 
(10.15s), Gurindervir Singh 
(10.17s), and Animesh Kujur 
(10.18s). His progress in the 
shorter sprint comes after he 
secured qualification for the 
Asian Games 200m at the In-
ter-State National Athletics 
Championships in June. He 
clocked 20.74 seconds, com-
fortably below the Athletics 
Federation of India qualifying 
standard of 20.88 seconds.

Despite achieving the quali-
fying mark easily, Animesh 
admitted he was not happy 
with the timing, saying qualifi-
cation was his only goal. Hon-
estly, I was not here for timing. 
The idea was to secure the 
qualification mark for the 

Asian Games. Since I have got 
it now, I will focus on improv-
ing before the Asian Games, he 
said after the race. His personal 
best in the 200m is still the na-
tional record of 20.32 seconds.

The Inter-State Champion-
ships followed India's bronze 
medal finish in the mixed 
4x100m relay at the Asian Re-
lay Championships, where An-
imesh played a key role. His 
coach, Martin Owens, revealed 
that after a demanding travel 
schedule, the focus had been on 
securing qualification instead 
of chasing a fast time. Al-
though Animesh has often said 
the 200m is his preferred event, 
many of his biggest improve-
ments in the past year have 
been in the 100m. Since setting 
the national 200m record in 
May 2025, he has gone below 
20.50 seconds only once. In the 
100m, he has twice lowered the 
Indian record before Gurinder-
vir Singh reclaimed it with a 
national-best 10.09 seconds.

Shubman Gill Names Federer as 
His Greatest Sporting Inspiration

NEW DELHI
 

India's Test and One-Day In-
ternational captain Shubman 
Gill has revealed that tennis 
legend Roger Federer re-
mains his biggest sporting 
inspiration outside cricket, 
saying the Swiss great's ele-
gance, composure, and effort-
less style have always fasci-
nated him. Speaking ahead of 
the Wimbledon finals, Gill 
also backed world No. 1 Jan-
nik Sinner to win the men's 
singles title and drew inter-
esting comparisons between 
tennis and cricket.

In a conversation with Jio-
Star, Gill explained that his 
admiration for Federer goes 
beyond what fans see on the 
court. As a professional ath-
lete himself, he said he un-

derstands the immense effort 
required to make elite-level 
performances appear natural 
and effortless.

Recalling his early years as 
a sports fan, Gill said many 
people admired Federer be-
cause of the ease with which 
he played. However, he be-
lieves only fellow athletes 
truly appreciate the disci-
pline, practice, and dedica-
tion hidden behind such 
graceful performances.

According to Gill, he has 
often been described as an ef-
fortless batter in cricket, but 
he knows how much prepara-
tion goes into producing that 
impression. He said this per-
sonal experience has made 
him admire Federer even 
more, as the Swiss maestro 
consistently displayed ele-

gance and control throughout 
his illustrious tennis career.

When asked to compare a 
tennis stroke with one of his 
favourite cricket shots, Gill 
immediately pointed to 
Carlos Alcaraz's fa-
mous drop shot. 
He said the Span-
iard's ability to 
surprise oppo-
nents with the 
delicate stroke 
reminded him of 
his own trademark 
short-arm jab in crick-
et.

Gill described both strokes 
as quick, deceptive, and 
highly effective, adding that 
timing and precision are 
equally important in execut-
ing them successfully. He 
suggested that despite being 

different sports, cricket and 
tennis share similarities in 
skill, anticipation, and shot 
selection.

Looking ahead to the Wim-
bledon men's singles fi-

nal, Gill expressed 
confidence in Jan-
n i k  S i n n e r ' s 
chances of lifting 
the prestigious 
title. He praised 
the Italian for his 

consistent perfor-
mances and calm 

demeanour, saying 
Sinner has developed into 

one of the finest players on 
the international tennis cir-
cuit. Gill also commended 
Sinner's conduct away from 
the court, stating that the world 
No. 1 carries himself with pro-
fessionalism and humility.
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France have been drawing compar-
isons with greats of ‌the past with 
their World Cup run, in which Ky-
lian Mbappe and Ousmane Dem-
bele have scored 13 goals between 
them, but Les Bleus' captain said 
the current team have not achieved 
anything yet.

Didier Deschamps' side reached 
the semi-finals by subduing Mo-
rocco 2-0 on Thursday in an im-
pressive display of patience and 
dominance to set up a clash with 
either Spain or Belgium, who face 
each other later on Friday.

I was a champion (in 2018) and 
a ⁠World Cup runner-up (in 2022) 
and this team has not achieved any-
thing yet, said Mbappe, who has 20 
goals from 20 World Cup appear-
ances - including four in finals.

It is, however, the one who has 
the biggest potential. There are so 
many qualities in this squad, it al-
lows you to dream.

However, the 27-year-old, who 
leads the goal-scoring chart in this 
edition with eight goals, lev-
el with Lionel Messi, 
insisted that France 
were not there yet.

As far as I know, 
this squad has not 
won anything yet. 
I've always said that 
the strongest teams were 
the ones who win tro-
phies. It's not the case 
for this team yet, so no, 
it's not the strongest, 
Mbappe added.

France have reached four 
of the ‌last seven ⁠World Cup fi-
nals, lifting the trophy in 1998 and 
2018, losing in 2006 and 2022. 
Should they take part in the July 19 
showdown in New York, they will 
sustain the comparison with West 
Germany, arguably the ultimate 
tournament nation with four finals 
between 1974 and 1990. Mbappe 
said France needed to keep their 
feet on the ground.

We know this team's potential. 
But we have ⁠to show it on the 
pitch. We're confident, but we 
still have a lot to prove if we 
want to be considered as an al-
most unbeatable team, he said.

France have not conceded a goal 
in the knockout phase after a group 
stage that showed ⁠some defensive 
weaknesses and Manu Kone, who 
has been deputising for the injured 
Aurelien Tchouameni, was impres-
sive against Morocco.

Up front, it was business as usu-
al, with Mbappe and Dembele pro-
viding the goals as France became 
the first World Cup ⁠team with two 
players scoring at least five goals 
since Brazil's Ronaldo (eight) and 
Rivaldo (five) in 2002.

That year, Brazil won the last of 
their five World Cup titles, and 
Mbappe k n o w s  t h a t 

s h o u l d 
France fail 
to at least 
make it to 
the final, 
the num-
bers will 
m e a n 

c l o s e  t o 
nothing.

Spain Edge Belgium to 
Reach FIFA WC Semi-finals

Spain defeated 
Belgium 2-1 with 

another late winner, 
booking a FIFA World 

Cup semi-final 
against France

INGLEWOOD

Spain secured a dramatic 2-1 
victory over Belgium to ad-
vance to the FIFA World Cup 
semi-finals, with substitute 
Mikel Merino once again 
emerging as the match-winner 
after capitalising on a costly 
goalkeeping error late in the 
contest.

In a closely fought quar-
ter-final played before a sold-
out crowd at Los Angeles 
Stadium, Spain and Belgium 
went into the halftime break 
level at 1-1 after an entertain-
ing opening 45 minutes. 
However,  the European 
champions maintained sus-
tained pressure in the second 
half before finally finding the 
decisive breakthrough in the 
closing stages.

The winning goal came af-
ter Belgium suffered a major 
setback when first-choice 

goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
was forced off through injury 
during the second half. His 
replacement, Senne Lam-
mens, was unable to deal with 
a low strike from defender 
Pau Cubarsi, spilling the ball 
into the danger area.

The loose ball fell perfectly 
for Merino, who reacted 
quickest to fire it into the net 
and send the largely pro-
Spain crowd into celebration. 
The goal marked another de-
cisive contribution from the 
midfielder, who had also 
scored the winning goal as a 
substitute during Spain's 1-0 
victory over Portugal in the 
Round of 16.

Speaking after the match, 
Merino said his latest decisive 
contribution was the result of 
preparation rather than luck. 
He stressed that when a team 
enters matches fully prepared, 
positive outcomes often fol-

low, adding that Spain's focus 
remains firmly on winning the 
World Cup.

The victory takes Spain into 
the World Cup semi-finals for 
the first time since their tri-
umphant campaign in 2010, 
when they lifted the trophy 
for the first time in the na-
tion's history. With only two 
matches separating them from 
another world title, Merino 
said the players are deter-
mined to make the most of the 
opportunity.

Spain head coach Luis de la 
Fuente praised his team's de-
termination and immediately 
shifted focus to the upcoming 
semi-final against tournament 
favourites France. He ac-
knowledged the quality of the 
French side but expressed 
confidence that Spain would 
prepare thoroughly for the 
challenge.

We're going to work hard to 

try and beat France, the coach 
said, adding that the pressure 
would be shared by both 
teams as they compete for a 
place in the World Cup final.

Spain made an aggressive 
start against Belgium and 
were rewarded midway 
through the first half. Mid-
fielder Fabian Ruiz opened 
the scoring in the 30th minute 
after Courtois produced an 
excellent diving save to deny 
the initial effort. Ruiz react-
ed quickly to the rebound, 
placing his shot through the 
legs of defender Timothy 
Castagne and into the net.

The goal justified De la 
Fuente's decision to start 
Ruiz ahead of Pedri, a se-
lection that had surprised 
many before kickoff. Pedri 
was later introduced early in 
the second half after Ruiz 
completed another influential 
performance in midfield.

Scaloni Backs Messi to Continue 
Dominating World Football

KANSAS CITY

Argentina head coach Lionel 
Scaloni has dismissed con-
cerns over Lionel Messi's age, 
insisting that the Argentine 
captain remains capable of 
being the world's best player 
for as long as he chooses to 
continue his playing career. 
Speaking ahead of Argenti-
na's FIFA World Cup quar-
ter-final against Switzerland, 
Scaloni praised Messi's fit-
ness,  commitment,  and 
match-winning influence 
during the tournament.

Messi has played a pivotal 
role in Argentina's 
campaign, scoring 
eight goals to 
stand level with 
France forward 
K y l i a n 
Mbappe as 
one of the 
tournament's 
leading scor-
e r s .  T h e 
39-year-o ld 
has also provid-
ed crucial leader-
sh ip ,  he lp ing 
guide the de-
f e n d i n g 

champions through difficult 
moments as they pursue an-
other World Cup title.

One of Messi's most mem-
orable performances came in 
Argentina's dramatic Round 
of 16 victory over Egypt. 
Trailing 2-0 with just 11 min-
utes remaining, Argentina 
produced a remarkable come-
back to win 3-2. Messi scored 
one goal and also provided an 
assist for defender Cristian 
Romero as Argentina com-
pleted the stunning turn-
around.

The Inter Miami forward 
entered the World Cup under 
a cloud of uncertainty after 

recovering from a muscle 
strain shortly before the 

tournament. However, 
his performances have 
silenced doubts about 
his physical condition 
and ability to perform 
at the highest level 
despite being the old-
est player in Argenti-

na's squad.
Addressing questions 

about Messi's fitness, 
Scaloni said the 

captain's work 
with his per-

sonal fit-
n e s s 
c o a c h 
h a d 
c o n -
tribut-
ed pos-
itively 
to his 

prepa-
r a t i o n . 
W h i l e 
acknowl-
e d g i n g 

that Messi 
had under-

taken addi-
tional condi-
t i o n i n g 
work,  the 
coach sug-
g e s t e d 
there had 

not  been any dramatic 
change in the physical num-
bers compared to previous 
years.

According to Scaloni, the 
most significant aspect of 
Messi's game remains his to-
tal commitment whenever he 
steps onto the field. He said 
the Argentine legend consis-
tently gives everything he 
has during matches and be-
comes extremely dangerous 
whenever he senses an op-
portunity to influence the 
game.

The Argentina coach de-
scribed Messi as a player 
who transforms into an un-
stoppable force whenever he 
is fully engaged, praising 
both his determination and 
his ability to create decisive 
moments under pressure.

Scaloni also said he was 
not surprised by Messi's con-
tinued excellence at the age 
of 39. He suggested that 
those expecting age to dimin-
ish the forward's abilities 
simply do not understand the 
level of dedication and pro-
fessionalism that has defined 
Messi's extraordinary career.

Reiterating his confidence 
in the captain, Scaloni said 
he firmly believes Messi will 
remain the world's best play-
er for as long as he wishes to 
continue playing. He stressed 
that this opinion is based on 
his understanding of Messi's 
qualities rather than simply 
his role as Argentina's head 
coach. 

Mbappe keeps France’s 
greats comparison on 

ice as semi-final beckons

Morocco ended another impressive World Cup campaign by reaching the 
quarter-finals and now turns attention toward the 2030 tournament

Morocco Shifts Focus to 2030 World Cup After Quarter-final Exit
ATALANTA

Morocco's FIFA World Cup journey 
came to an end in the quarter-finals 
after a 2-0 defeat to France on 
Thursday, but the African side has 
once again underlined its growing 
stature on the global stage. Having 
become the first African nation to 
reach successive World Cup quar-
ter-finals, Morocco will now begin 
preparations for an even bigger ob-
jective as one of the co-hosts of the 
2030 FIFA World Cup.

The defeat in Boston mirrored 
Morocco's experience at the previ-
ous World Cup, where France had 
also ended their campaign in the 
semi-finals. Despite falling short 
once again against the European 
giants, Morocco's performances 
throughout the tournament were 
widely regarded as another signif-
icant achievement for African foot-
ball.

Competing in the expanded 48-
team World Cup held across Cana-
da, Mexico, and the United States, 
Morocco produced several memo-
rable displays. They eliminated the 
Netherlands during the knockout 

stages and also pushed Brazil 
hard in their opening match of 
the tournament, demonstrating 

their ability to compete consistently 
against some of the world's stron-
gest teams.

The team's success came despite 
uncertainty surrounding a coaching 
change just three months before the 
start of the World Cup. Mohamed 
Ouahbi, who guided Morocco to the 
FIFA Under-20 World Cup title last 
year, was promoted from the youth 
setup to take charge of the senior 
national team and managed a 
smooth transition.

Ouahbi's appointment initially 
raised questions about Morocco's 

preparedness for such a major tour-
nament. However, his side dis-
played tactical discipline, resilience, 
and attacking quality throughout the 
competition, reinforcing confidence 
in the team's long-term develop-
ment.

Following the quarter-final de-
feat, the Morocco coach remained 
optimistic about the future, pointing 
to the youthful nature of the squad 
and the abundance of talented play-
ers emerging through the country's 
football system. He expressed con-
fidence that the current group 

would continue to develop and be-
come stronger over the coming 
years.

Morocco has already secured 
qualification for the 2030 FIFA 
World Cup as one of the tourna-
ment's co-hosts alongside Portugal 
and Spain. With automatic qualifi-
cation assured, the national federa-
tion is expected to use the coming 
years to further strengthen the 
squad and build a team capable of 
competing for the title on home 
soil.

Although Ouahbi appears well 
positioned to continue leading the 
team, he faces important challenges 
before the next World Cup. Moroc-
co must first navigate the upcoming 
Africa Cup of Nations tournaments 
in 2027 and 2028, competitions that 
often carry immense pressure for 
coaches across the continent.

African football has a history of 
frequent managerial changes fol-
lowing disappointing tournament 
results, and Ouahbi is aware that 
continued success will be necessary 
to retain the confidence of support-
ers and administrators. His prede-
cessor, Walid Regragui, departed 
after failing to guide Morocco to 
victory in the Africa Cup of Nations 
final against Senegal in Rabat.

England's Kane confirms golf outing with 
Trump, praises president's game

MAIMI

England cap-
tain Harry Kane 

has confirmed he 
once played golf with 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump, describing the 
experience as surreal 
and praising the presi-
dent's game.

Trump ‌told reporters 
earlier this week that he 
had played golf with 
Kane, calling the En-
gland, opens new tab 
striker a great player 
and a good golfer.

Speaking on Friday 
on the eve of their Cup 

quarter, Kane confirmed 
the ⁠round took place in 
Palm Beach, Florida, 
about 18 months ago.

I played all right, to be 
honest, Kane told report-
ers in Miami. He invited 
me to play when I was 
down in Palm Beach. So 
yeah, when the president 
invites you somewhere ...

It was a pretty surreal 
experience just to meet 
him and obviously play 
golf with him. His golf is 
‌pretty ⁠good, to be honest, 
Kane added. I hope I can 
play as well as him when 
I'm his age. So yeah, 
unique experience and I 

was just grateful he invit-
ed me down to play.

Trump ⁠had compli-
mented the Bayern Mu-
nich forward on his Truth 
Social platform following 
England's 3-2 last-16 vic-
tory over Mexico, writ-
ing: Harry Kane of En-
gland is ⁠a GREAT play-
er!!!

The following day, 
Trump revealed the pair 
had played golf together. 
I think Kane is a great 
player, ⁠Trump said. I 
played golf with him and 
I like him a lot. He's a 
good golfer. He's really 
great.
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Is Icon Star Allu Arjun 
eyeing a political debut?

Icon star Allu Arjun’s 
potential entry into 
politics. Rumors sug-

gest that the actor, widely 
known as the "Icon 
Star," is quietly laying 
the groundwork for a 
future political debut 
while managing his 
heavy lineup of up-
coming pan-India 

movies.

According to recent reports, the 
actor has shifted his focus toward 
strengthening his ground-level fan 
associations, known as the "Allu Ar-
jun Army." Internal directives have 
allegedly been issued to these groups 
to move beyond film promotions and 
engage deeply with the public 
through structured social service ac-
tivities. Industry analysts are draw-
ing parallels to the grassroots strate-
gy deployed by Tamil actor Thalap-
athy Vijay, who systematically trans-
formed his fan clubs into a robust 
political foundation.

Adding fuel to the fire, uncon-
firmed reports claim Allu Arjun re-
cently held a private meeting in 
Mumbai with renowned political 
strategist Prashant Kishor to map out 
a concrete strategy. Observers note 

that the actor could also 
leverage the political expe-
rience of his father-in-
law, Chandrasekhar 

Reddy. The current blueprint report-
edly targets a direct political entry in 
about eight years, specifically aiming 
for the 2034 elections. This timeline 
would allow the star to complete his 
massive cinematic commitments, in-
cluding high-profile projects with 
acclaimed directors Atlee and Lokesh 
Kanagaraj. However, Allu Arjun’s 
core team has moved quickly to dis-
miss these claims. Sarath Chandra, 
the actor's personal manager, is-
sued a statement on social media 
clarifying that there is no truth to 
the circulating political rumors. 
The official denial has left fans 
confused, especially given the 
precise details concerning the 
actor's alleged long-term plan-
ning.  While the Pushpa star 
historically demonstrated his 
interest in governance by endors-
ing selective candidates during the 
last elections, his team maintains his 
focus remains entirely on cinema. 

Amid growing rumors 
of a future political 

debut, actor Allu 
Arjun's team dismissed 

claims regarding his 
long-term governance 

plans.

HEMA MALINI 
celebrates Diamond Jubilee 
with tribute to Dharmendra
Mumbai’s iconic Shan-

mukhananda Hall trans-
formed into a celebration of 
pure Bollywood nostalgia. 
The film fraternity gathered 
for the Hema Malini – Live in 
Concert event to celebrate the 

l e g e n d a r y 
" D r e a m 
Girl’s" Dia-
mond Jubi-
lee, marking 
her extraordi-
nary 60 years 

in Indian 
cinema. 

The grand charity event also 
doubled as a deeply emotion-
al posthumous tribute to her 
late husband and frequent on-
screen co-star, Dharmendra. 

Reflecting on their de-
cades-long journey together, 
Hema Malini recalled her 
husband’s final wishes for the 
family and his unwavering 
support. She shared how he 
always encouraged her to 
keep dancing, creating, and 
engaging with the public, 
even when she took on fewer 
film projects. She noted that 

he always wanted the fam-
ily to remain firmly unit-
ed. Visibly moved by 
the grand musical trib-
utes playing around her, 
the actress-turned-politi-

cian also reflected on re-
cently accepting the presti-

gious Padma Vibhushan, which 
was conferred posthumously 
upon Dharmendra in recogni-
tion of his monumental contri-
bution to arts and culture. 

Romantic drama 
Hrudhayam Murali 

WINS HEARTS

The newly released romantic entertainer 
Hrudhayam Murali hit theaters, striking 
a positive chord with the audience. Di-

rected by Aakash Baskaran, the movie offers a 
refreshing and decent blend of lighthearted 
comedy mixed with heavy emotional mo-
ments, scoring a respectable three out of five 
rating from film critics. 

The story revolves around Hrudhay, a pain-
fully shy individual who struggles to express 
his romantic feelings. During his teenage 
years, his reserved nature prevents him from 
confessing his love to Samantha. Later, a sim-
ilar pattern repeats when Aamudha enters his 
life. The core narrative follows how a reserved 
person navigates love, moving forward as pre-
vious relationships slowly turn into bitter-
sweet memories. 

Lead actor Atharvaa delivers a stel-
lar performance, executing both co-
medic timing and intense emotional 
variations with ease. His body lan-
guage perfectly fits the character's 
growth across different life stages. 
Kayadu Lohar handles her emotionally 
demanding scenes flawlessly, while 
Preity Mukhundhan shines in 
the romantic tracks. A ma-

jor asset to the film is a brilliant cameo by Fa-
hadh Faasil, alongside music director Thaman 
S, who effectively portrays the hero's loyal 
friend.

However, the film suffers from some minor 
flaws. While the characters are written beauti-
fully, the screenplay tends to drag in the sec-
ond half, stretching the ultimate climax unnec-
essarily. Additionally, critics noted that the 
bond between Atharvaa and the main female 
lead required a much stronger foundation, oc-
casionally undercutting the emotional impact 
of the colorful visuals.

On the technical side, the romantic drama 
stands strong. Directors of photography Manoj 

Paramahamsa and CH Sai deliver excep-
tionally rich, beautiful visuals. Thaman 
S provides an excellent background 
score and an adorable main theme song 
that elevates the film's tone. Backed by 
solid production values, Hrudhayam 
Murali successfully conveys the strug-
gles of unexpressed love. Despite a 
slightly routine narrative path in the 
later half, the movie remains an enter-

taining watch, making it a worthy 
choice for dedicated 

fans of the rom-
com genre.

Ananya Panday sports chic look at Wimbledon
Bollywood actress Ananya Panday 

has been making the most of her 
European vacation, transitioning seam-
lessly from elite sporting events to 
high-energy music festivals. Fresh off 
her appearance at Paris Haute Couture 
Week, the actress was spotted in Lon-
don enjoying a packed schedule that 
included the 2026 Wimbledon Men's 
Singles Semi-Finals and an energetic 
live concert by Cuban-American rap-
per Pitbull.

Panday shared a series of updates 
with her followers on Instagram, de-
tailing her star-studded day out. For her 
afternoon at the All England Club, she 
opted for an effortlessly chic look, 
sporting a bright red poplin day dress. 
From her premium seats, she witnessed 
a thrilling day of tennis as defending 
champion Jannik Sinner clinical out-
classed seven-time champion Novak 
Djokovic, and Germany’s Alexander 
Zverev ended the fairytale run of Brit-
ish wildcard Arthur Fery to set up a 
blockbuster final. 

Directly following the action on 
Centre Court, the actress headed over 

to BST Hyde Park to let her hair down 
at Pitbull's headline gig. Standing right 
in the fan pit, Panday posted a video 
capturing a massive sea of fans groov-
ing along to the rapper's discography. 
In the clip, she can be seen singing 
along word-for-word to "Rain Over 
Me," Pitbull's iconic 2011 global chart-
buster that features Puerto Ri-
can-American singer Marc Anthony. 
She captioned the concert story simply: 
"@Pitbull @ the park."

The much-needed break comes at a 
time when Panday is looking to recal-
ibrate her professional career back 
home. The actress has recently faced a 
tough string of box office disappoint-
ments, with her last two major releases, 
Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri 
and Chand Mera Dil, failing to create 
an impact. The latter, a romantic drama 
directed by Vivek Soni and co-starring 
Lakshya, explored the complexities of 
college lovers entering adulthood. De-
spite the heavy box office setbacks, 
Panday looked completely refreshed 
and high-spirited as she danced the 
night away in London.

Ananya Enjoys Wimbledon, 
Pitbull Concert in London

Bollywood actress Ananya 
Panday is making the most 

of her European vacation 
with a perfect mix of sports, 

fashion, and music. Af-
ter attending Paris Haute 

Couture Week, she watched 
the Wimbledon men's 

singles semi-finals in London 
wearing a stylish red dress. 

She later headed to BST Hyde 
Park to enjoy Pitbull's live 

concert, where she sang along 
to his hit song Rain Over Me 

and shared the moments on In-
stagram. The refreshing holiday 

comes after a challenging phase in 
her film career, with her recent re-
leases underperforming at the box 

office. Fans praised her cheerful 
spirit and vacation updates.

Akhil Akkineni's 
‘Lenin’ registers 

power-packed debut

Tollywood star Akhil 
Akkineni’s highly an-

ticipated action drama Le-
nin made a power-packed 
debut at the global box 
office. After facing multi-
ple production delays and 
release postponements, the 
rural action entertainer fi-
nally arrived in theaters, 
generating decent reviews 
and highly encouraging 
word-of-mouth feedback 
from early morning mov-
iegoers.

According to official 
trade reports, Lenin pulled 
off an impressive start by 
raking in Rs 16.7 crore 
gross worldwide on its 
opening day. Box office 
trackers noted that theater 
collections witnessed a 

highly positive upward 
trend, steadily increasing 
with each passing show as 
the day progressed. This 
consistent growth across 
both single screens and 
multiplexes indicates 
strong audience engage-
ment and excellent word-
of-mouth recommenda-
tions.

The project features ris-
ing actress Bhagyasri 
Borse as the female lead, 
who’s on-screen chemistry 
with Akhil  has been 
praised by fans. The strong 
opening represents a major 
professional victory for 
Akhil, especially follow-
ing the disappointing box 
office performance of his 
previous high-budget spy 
thriller, Agent. Despite that 
setback, the young actor 
successfully demonstrated 
his strong star pull, attract-
ing massive crowds back 
to the theaters. The gritty 
promotional trailers and 
high-octane action se-
quences have effectively 
restored significant good-
will for him among dedi-
cated cinema enthusiasts.

Looking ahead, the com-
mercial prospects for Le-
nin appear exceptionally 
bright over the weekend.

AJAY DEVGN defies 
critics with Dhamaal 4
Ajay Devgn’s highly antic-

ipated comedy fi lm 
Dhamaal 4 made a profitable 
start at the domestic box of-
fice. Despite receiving highly 
mixed reviews from film crit-
ics upon its grand theatrical 
release, the multi-starrer com-
edy caper managed to over-
come sluggish advance ticket 
sales to register a fair open-
ing-day collection. 

According to early trade es-
timates, the latest installment 
in the hit franchise collected a 
notable Rs 15.5 crore nett 
across the country. Box office 
analysts highlighted that the 
film's first-day performance 
closely mirrored the box of-
fice trajectory of Akshay Ku-
mar's recent multi-starrer 
Welcome to the Jungle. Both 
commercial comedies suf-
fered from weak pre-sales 
booking trends but ultimately 
recorded solid opening num-
bers. This success was heavily 

driven by a massive surge in 
walk-in audiences and excel-
lent theater occupancy across 
major mass entertainment 
centers. 

The theatrical footprint of 
Dhamaal 4 expanded rapidly 
as the day progressed. Ticket 
sales started quietly during 
the morning shows but wit-
nessed sharp growth in the 
evening, eventually peaking 
during late-night screenings 
in key territories like Del-
hi-NCR and Maharashtra. 
This building momentum sug-
gests that family audiences 
are embracing the slap-
stick entertainer as a 
lighthearted stress-
buster for the week-
end.  Experts project 
a very strong first 
weekend for the 
project, noting a 
solid jump in on-
line ticket bookings 
the next morning.

Prithviraj shines in thriller

 I, Nobody
Director Nisam Basheer’s 

highly anticipated crime 
drama I, Nobody, starring 
Prithviraj Sukumaran, hit 
Telugu screens recently. Nav-
igating the delicate balance 
between a slow-burn heist 
mystery and intense family 
drama, the movie presents an 
exceptionally creative prem-
ise but ultimately suffers from 
highly uneven narrative exe-
cution, earning a critical rat-
ing of 2.75 out of 5.

The story follows Rajeev, a 
quiet, ordinary government 
employee whose life takes a 
drastic turn when he is acci-
dentally taken hostage during 
a massive Rs 17 crore bank 
robbery. Although the flee-

ing thieves die in a cata-
strophic getaway crash, 
the missing cash remains 
unrecovered. Soon, a 
media frenzy and deep 

police suspicions con-
vince society that Rajeev 
was the true mastermind 
behind the heist, forcing 

him to fight a corrupted sys-
tem to protect his family. 

The core strengths of the 
thriller lie in its stellar lead 
performances and underlying 
social commentary. Prithviraj 
Sukumaran delivers an abso-
lute masterclass in restraint, 
using subtle facial expres-
sions to capture the immense 
dread of an ordinary man cor-
nered by society. 

P a r v a t h y 

Thiruvothu is equally brilliant 
as his resilient wife, Meera, 
providing a grounded emo-
tional anchor. Furthermore, 
the film sharply critiques how 
rumor-mongering social me-
dia channels irresponsibly 
warp public perception for 
internet traffic. 

However, the film stumbles 
significantly in its narrative 
pacing. The first half moves 
at an incredibly sluggish pace, 
bogged down by repetitive 
scenes that could have easily 
been trimmed. While the sec-
ond half begins with high-oc-
tane physical momentum, it 
quickly loses steam due to a 
forced subplot involving the 
Chief Minister that feels 
wholly disconnected from the 
core plot. 

Ultimately, I, Nobody is a 
decent one-time watch that 
relies heavily on its cast's stel-
lar performances and an out-
standing, atmospheric back-
ground score by Jakes Bejoy. 
Sharp cinematography by 
Dinesh Purushothaman ele-
vates the movie's grim mood, 
though a tighter script would 
have transformed this messy 
final act into a thoroughly sat-
isfying cinematic experience.


