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more Indians
bankable:
RBI

Centre approves 1billion polymer notes each of Rs 10 and Rs 20
for field trials; paper notes will continue alongside them.

NEW DELHI

The Centre has approved the
Reserve Bank of India's (RBI)
proposal to begin field trials of
polymer (plastic) banknotes in
the Rs 10 and Rs 20 denomina-
tions, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman informed the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

The RBI, following a recom-
mendation from its Central
Board, had proposed the move
under Section 25 of the RBI Act,
1934. If the trials are successful,
polymer notes in both denomi-
nations may be issued regularly.

But, the move has sparked
curiosity with many wondering
whether India is preparing to
phase out traditional paper cur-
rency. But, the government has
made it clear that there is no
proposal to replace existing pa-
per banknotes. Instead, the
polymer notes will circulate
alongside paper notes to see
how they perform in real-world
conditions before any larger de-
cision is taken.

As part of the pilot, the RBI
plans to issue 100 crore Rs 10
notes and 100 crore Rs 20 notes,
taking the total trial to 200 crore
polymer banknotes worth around
Rs 3,000 crore. If the field trials
are successful, the central bank
may consider regular issuance
of these denominations.

Why is RBI trying polymer notes?

The biggest reason is durabil-
ity. Lower-denomination notes
such as Rs 10 and Rs 20
change hands frequently. They
wear out quickly, become dirty
and need to be replaced often.
Polymer notes are expected to
last much longer than paper
notes. They are also resistant to
water, dirt and tearing. Al-
though polymer notes cost more
to produce initially, govern-
ments around the world have
found that they stay in circula-
tion for much longer. That re-
duces replacement and printing
costs over time. They also offer
stronger protection against coun-
terfeiting because they can in-
corporate advanced security
features that are difficult to copy.

%10 and 720 notes will go plastic first

Testing in Indian Conditions

Expected to launch around early FY28
(starting around April 2027/2028).

Paper currency status

No plans to phase out or replace exist-
ing paper money; polymer notes will cir-
culate alongside standard paper notes.

Trial quantity
2 billion total banknotes (1 billion pieces each). Durability
Field trials

Polymer currency Whyis the RBI
trialindepth making the switch?

| Denominations | Lifespan |

Designed to last two to four times
longer than regular paper notes.

Higher resistance to moisture, dirt,
and daily wear and tear.

[ Timene W Seity

Enhanced features that make
counterfeiting much harder
while cutting long-term replace-
ment costs.

Economicimpact

Saving costs and space

Why only Rs 10, Rs 20 notes?

These are among the most
widely used notes in daily
transactions. In terms of the
number of banknotes in cir-
culation, they account for
nearly a quarter of all cur-
rency notes in India, even
though their value share is
relatively small. Their high
usage makes them the ideal
candidates for testing dura-
bility under everyday
conditions.

Willdigital payments
be affected?

Not immediately. The gov-
ernment told Parliament that
the impact on digital pay-
ments can only be assessed
after the notes are issued on
a regular basis. For now, the
proposal is limited to field
trials.

What happens to paper notes?

The existing Rs 10 and Rs 20
paper notes remain legal tender
and will continue to circulate
even after the polymer trial be-
gins. The RBI's step is meant
to test whether plastic notes are
better suited for India's cash
economy, not to replace paper
currency overnight.

Global adoption of
polymer notes

India is far from the first
country to explore plastic
currency. Countries includ-
ing Australia, Canada, the
United Kingdom, New Zea-
land, Singapore and Roma-
nia already use polymer
banknotes. These countries
report that the notes remain
cleaner for longer, survive
rough handling better and
are harder to counterfeit than
conventional paper currency.

Security and counterfeiting

The fight against counter-
feiting is getting smarter.
Polymer banknotes have
strong security features to
stay ahead of fakes. The
polymer material makes it
possible to include many ad-
vanced security elements.
These security features are
often built right into the
polymer substrate. They are
hard to copy. Banknote de-
signers use things like tiny
printing, special inks, clear
windows, and raised parts.
These help keep counterfeits
away. Also, each banknote
has its own serial numbers.
This helps in tracking and
catching counterfeiters.

Advantages of plastic notes

The good things about poly-
mer banknotes go beyond
their toughness and security
features. One important ben-
efit is that they are cleaner.
Paper banknotes can hold dirt
and bacteria, but polymer
notes are non-porous. This
means germs have a hard
time sticking to them. This
makes polymer notes a more
hygienic choice for daily
transactions. Also, using
polymer banknotes helps the
environment as well.

When will plastic
notes reach public?

There is no confirmed time-
line yet for when the new
polymer notes will reach the
hands of the public. The Fi-
nance Ministry said the pro-
curement process is currently
at an initial stage. Because
the process has only just be-
gun, it is not possible at
present to determine the ex-
act timeframe for introduc-
ing polymer banknotes or the
expenditure involved. The
govt approval therefore
marks the start of the process
rather than an immediate
rollout. For now, paper cur-
rency remains in circulation.
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Give TN 12,000 cusecs for

15 days: CWRC to K'taka

Committee directive

Quantum: 12,000 cusecs (cubic feet per second) per day.

NEW DELHI

In a setback for Karnataka in
the ongoing Cauvery wa-
ter-sharing dispute, the Cauv-
ery Water Regulation Commit-
tee (CWRC) on Tuesday di-
rected the state to ensure the
release of 12,000 cusecs of wa-
ter daily to Tamil Nadu for the
next 15 days, starting from 8am
on August 12. The water is to be
released at the inter-state Bili-
gundlu gauge station.

The direction came after the
CWRC reviewed submissions

from both Karnataka and Tam- [~

il Nadu, along with reservoir
storage levels, Central Water
Commission (CWC) data and
a seven-day inflow forecast for
the Krishnaraja Sagar and Ka-
bini reservoirs. While issuing
the order, CWRC said it had ad-
opted a cautious approach in
view of the unpredictable weath-
er pattern and the possibility of
worsening El Nifio conditions.

During the meeting, Karna-
taka argued that it was facing
severe hydrological distress,
stating that inflows into its
four Cauvery reservoirs stood
at 77.746 TMC, nearly 47 per
cent below the 30-year aver-
age, and were declining sharp-
ly. The state contended that
there was no scope for further
releases, citing the need to
conserve water for drinking
purposes, essential needs and
agriculture. Karnataka also
urged the CWRC to defer any
fresh directions until the mon-
soon situation became clearer.

Tamil Nadu, on the other
hand, sought a revision of the
earlier CWRC direction to re-
lease 3,500 cusecs for 15 days,
arguing that the quantity was
not based on a scientific dis-
tress-sharing formula. Despite
Karnataka’s objections, the
CWRC directed the state to en-
sure flows of 12,000 cusecs at
Biligundlu from August 12 for
the next 15 days.

Duration: 15 days starting from 8:00 am on August 12, 2026.
Measurement point: Biligundlu inter-state border.
Enforcing body: Endorsed by the CWMA during its 55th meeting.

State stances and reactions
Karnataka’s position: Argued that inflows into its four basin
reservoirs (KRS, Kabini, Hemavathi, Harangi) are 47% below
normal averages and water must be conserved for drinking and
local agriculture. Karnataka is examining legal remedies and
plans to petition the Supreme Court.

Tamil Naru’s position: Maintained that its downstream
cropping requirements and water deficits justify the
immediate release of its entitled share.

Protests: Farmer and regional outfits in Karnataka have
criticized the order, heightening local political tensions.

Maintain law and order in

Mandya: CM to babus

BENGALURU

Following the CWRC’s
move, Karnataka Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar, who
was holding a video confer-
ence meeting with officials on
other subjects, discussed the
fallout of the order.

He informed officials that
the committee had ordered
Karnataka to release 12,000
cusecs of water and said the
state government would take
an appropriate decision on the
matter.

He directed local officials
to ensure that law and order is
strictly maintained in Man-
dya district amid intense
protests over the Cauvery
water-sharing dispute, em-
phasizing that protecting
peace is the direct responsi-
bility of the district adminis-
tration and police.

“Law and order has to be
maintained. There should not
be any unnecessary incidents.
The DC and SP have to take
care of it."

He added: “We’re getting
rain and there is water, we
can’t hold onto the water and
keep it. We will release how

QWe’re getting rain and there is

water, we can’t hold onto the water
and keep it. We will release how much
ever we can. Farmers have to be
educated about it.

=DK Shivakumar,CM

much ever we can. Farmers
have to be educated about it.
We are protecting our farm-
ers. We will hold meetings in
the next 3-4 days."

Shivakumar also instructed
the Mandya deputy commis-
sioner and superintendent of
police to remain vigilant and
ensure that law and order is
maintained in the district in
view of the sensitive nature of
the Cauvery issue. He said
necessary measures had al-
ready been taken to protect
the interests of farmers and
appealed to all stakeholders to
act responsibly.

Shivakumar asked district
officials to immediately in-
form the government about
any local issues arising out of
the CWRC order, assuring
them that he would personally
monitor the situation and
gather all relevant informa-
tion before taking further
steps.

LS clears 'Keralam’,
'Co-operative’ bills

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed two bills — the Kerala (Alter-
ation of Name) Bill, 2026, and the Na-
tional Co-operative Development Cor-
poration (Amendment) Bill, 2026 —
without a debate in roughly 14 minutes.
This occurred amid continuous Oppo-
sition protests demanding the presence
of Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
The Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026, which seeks to change the state’s
official name to Keralam, and legislation
concerning the National Co-operative
Development Corporation were cleared
amid the din, with no formal debate.

\

Prez nod to Bill criminalising
insult to Vande Mataram

New Delhi: President Droupadi Murmu
ob Tuesday gave assent to the Preven-
tion of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, giving Vande
Mataram the same statutory legal pro-
tection as the National Anthem, Jana
Gana Mana. The amendment expands
the 1971 law to cover intentional
prevention of the National Song’s
singing or disturbance of an assem-

bly engaged in its rendition.
% Such offences can attract up
= to three years in pr!son, a fine,
or both. However, the move

has also drawn criticism from
the Opposition.

NDA-INDIA lock horns |
outside Parliament

New Delhi: Opposition and ruling party
MPs staged counter protests and raised
slogans against each other outside Par-
liament on Thursday. A large number of
MPs belonging to both camps stood out-
side the Makar Dwar of Parliament and
raised slogans against the other side.
While the ruling party MPs raised slo-
gans against the Opposition for politicis-
ing the paper leak issue and raised slogans
lilke “sharam karo, sharam karo” and
“Vande Mataram”, the opposition INDIA
bloc MPs demanded the resignation of
Dharmendra Pradhan. Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi also took part in the stir.

Lebanonbecomes
first Arab country to
abolish death penalty

Beirut: Lebanon's parliament
on Tuesday abolished the death
penalty, making the country the
first in the Middle East to for-
mally end the practice.

"The draft law aimed at abol-
ishing the death penalty in Leb-
anon was approved," the speak-
er of parliament's office an-
nounced. Lebanon had not
carried out an execution since
2004. Justice Minister Adel
Nassar called the abolition "his-
toric", and said the spectre of
capital punishment had previ-
ously prevented Beirut from
obtaining the extradition of sus-
pects from countries where it
has been outlawed. The aboli-
tion came as part of a series of
bills to be discussed in the cur-
rent legislative session

MANKIND'S NEXT GIANT LEAP UNDERWAY!

Flight turbulence probe: Pilot
tests positive for marijuana

New Delhi: The pilot-in-com-
mand of an Air India
Phuket-Delhi flight that rapidly
lost altitude last week, causing
injuries to 24 people, tested
positive for a psychoactive
substance during a post-flight
screening, as per reports.

The pilot’s preliminary drug
test had returned “non-nega-
tive”, a govt release earlier
said. “The pilot in question has
tested positive in the confirma-
tory test. He has tested positive
for Marijuana,” as per sources.
On August 4, the Phuket-Delhi

flight A12379 dropped 300 feet
in a sudden loss of altitude
during cruise, injuring 20 pas-
sengers and four crew mem-
bers. An initial statement from
Air India had cited turbulence as
the reason. Soon after the incident,
the aircraft, with 137 passengers
and eight crew members on
board, stabilised and landed
safely in Delhi.

The pilots have been off-ros-
tered pending a probe. The in-
cident was classified as a seri-
ous one and is being investigat-
ed by the AAIB.

NASA invites ISRO to set up first human outpost on Moon

NEW DELHI

The USA’s National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration
(NASA) has invited Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) to be a partner in the
ambitious Moon Base pro-
gramme in which the US space
agency plans to build the first
human outpost on the Moon.

The Moon Base is humani-
ty’s first lunar outpost, a place
where astronauts would live,
work, and explore near the
Moon’s South Pole.

Through a series of crewed
and uncrewed missions,
NASA and its partners would
build the infrastructure need-
ed to support an enduring hu-

man presence on the lunar
surface while advancing sci-
ence, technology, and explo-
ration for the benefit of all.

The invitation to India was
extended during a bilateral
meeting on space-cooperation
held in Bengaluru last week,
the US Embassy said in a
statement.

ISRO chairman V
Narayanan and US Ambassa-
dor Sergio Gor addressed the
meeting which was co-
chaired by M Sankaran, direc-
tor, UR Rao Satellite Centre
and on the US side by Wesley
Brooks, Assistant Secretary of
State for Oceans and Interna-
tional Environmental and Sci-
entific Affairs and Kathleen

Karika, NASA Associate Ad-
ministrator for International
and Interagency Relations.

What is NASA’s

Moon base programme?
NASA is embarking on one of
the most ambitious endeav-
ours in human history: build-
ing humanity’s first outpost
on another celestial body. Lo-
cated near the lunar South
Pole, the Moon Base will be
built step by step through a
series of robotic and human
missions that help astronauts
learn how to live and operate
in one of the most demanding
and dangerous environments
humans have ever set out to
explore. The discoveries

NASA has invited ISRO
to participate inits
Moon Base mission,

aiming to establish hu-

manity's first perma-
nent lunar outpost near
the Moon's South Pole.

The Moon Base project
seeks to enable astro-
nauts to live, work, and
explore the Moon, facili-
tating new scientific
discoveries and prepar-
ing for future deep
space missions.

made and lessons learned
there will help shape the fu-
ture of exploration, from the
Moon to Mars. The base is

This invitation strengthens
the US-India space part-
nership, building on existing to UN COPUOS guide-

cooperation under the Ar-
temis Accords and the
TRUST initiative.

Discussions at the Civil
Space Joint Working
Group meetingin Ben-
galuru also covered open
scientific data sharing
and future science and
human space flight tech-
nology collaborations.

Both nations reaf-
firmed commitment

lines for long-term
sustainability of outer
space activities.

planned to be constructed in
a phase-wise approach with
the assembling planned after
2032

Sonia hails
Manmohan as
‘quiet but
consequential PM

NEW DELHI

History will remember Man-
mohan Singh as a “quiet but a
most consequential prime
minister”, Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi said in a signed
article on Tuesday, adding
that his record of integrity
stands in stark contrast with
the Modi government’s.

She also said that Singh’s
prophetic prediction of Janu-
ary 2014 is becoming increas-
ingly self-evident with every
passing day, in an apparent
reference to his then state-
ment that it would be “disas-
trous for the country” to have
Narendra Modi as the prime
minister.

The Congress Parliamenta-
ry Party chairperson’s re-
marks in the article published
in The Indian Express come
days after the Supreme Court
gave former PM Singh a
clean chit in the coal block
allocation case.

“History will indeed re-
member him kindly as a quiet,
gentle but a most consequen-
tial prime minister,” she said.

She said the judgement
brings to a conclusion one of
the most tragic arcs of our
public discourse — “the
witch-hunt against Dr Singh,
a man of the most remarkable
probity and integrity”.
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Ailing woman
rescued and shifted to
hospital

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Kodigehalli police came to
the aid of a woman who
collapsed by the roadside
near Vidyaspurthi School.
A member of the public
noticed the unconscious
woman around 7.45 am
and alerted the Namma
112 emergency helpline.
The information was im-
mediately passed to ASI
Ramesh and AHC Anappa
Doddamani, who were on
duty in Hoysala-167. The
personnel rushed to the
spot and found the wom-
an lying by the roadside.
Enquiries revealed that she
had been walking when
she suffered a sudden
drop in blood pressure, ex-
perienced a seizure and
collapsed. Police provided
immediate assistance,
while her husband and
son arrived at the spot
after being informed.
Considering her condi-
tion, police helped shift
her in an autorickshaw to
a nearby hospital for fur-
ther treatment.

Distressed student
safely rescued by
Begur police

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Begur police safely res-
cued a student who locked
himself inside his house
after becoming emotional-
ly distressed over low
marks in his studies.
Around 10.53 pm, the boy’s
mother alerted the Nam-
ma 112 emergency helpline,
stating that she had
stepped out to buy medi-
cines when her son locked
himself inside the house
on Manipal County Road.
Namma 112 staff alerted
AS| Mahalingaiah and APC
Manjunath of Hoysala-214,
who reached the spot
within 12 minutes. Police
calmly tried to persuade
the boy to open the door,
but he threatened to harm
himself. Police coordinated
with Fire and Emergency
Services personnel to gain
entry and safely rescue
him. The boy and his family
were subsequently coun-
selled and advised on his
safety and well-being.

Two workers killed in
Bengaluru underpass cave-in

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Two workers were killed and
three others injured after soil
caved in at an under-construc-
tion underpass near FTII Cir-
cle in Bengaluru on Tuesday
morning.

The incident occurred
around 11 am while workers
were engaged in construction
work being undertaken by the
Bangalore Development Au-
thority (BDA). Preliminary
information suggested that wa-
ter had accumulated in a pit
dug for laying reinforced ce-
ment concrete (RCC). While
workers were pumping out the
water, the soil suddenly col-
lapsed, trapping five workers.

Three workers managed to
escape, while two were buried
under the soil. One of them,
Sonaram, 26, from Odisha,
was rescued and rushed to a
hospital, where he was de-
clared dead. Another worker,
Parimal, 31, died after being

trapped beneath the soil.

The injured workers were
identified as Sadanand, Sunil
and Irmiyaz, reportedly from
Jharkhand and West Bengal.
Police and emergency person-
nel rushed to the spot and
launched rescue operations.

BDA Commissioner P.
Manivannan said the collapse
may have been caused by rain
and announced plans for a
probe by a retired judge and a

“The soil suddenly collapsed,
maybe due to rains.”
= P. Manivannan,
BDA Commissioner

chief engineer. “We have de-
cided to ask a retired judge and
a chief engineer to probe the
incident,” Manivannan said.
He added that the contractor
had been directed to bear the
treatment expenses of the in-
jured workers and compensate
the families of those killed. If
the contractor failed to act im-
mediately, BDA would make
the payments and recover the
cost from the contractor.

Underpass construction turned fatal after a sudden soil collapse.

UNDERPASS CAVE-IN

+ 2 — Workers killed

+ 3 — Workers injured

Harmful chemicals
in cosmetics will
invite ban: Khader

Karnataka may ban
cosmetics containing
harmful chemicals
after laboratory tests
confirm safety

- 11am: Approximate time of collapse violations.
+ Location: Near FTII Circle v
CHNEWS, BENGALURU

- Agency: BDA
- Probe: Retired judge + chief engineer

Probe ordered
into cave-in

Two workers died and three
were injured after soil collapsed
at a BDA underpass construc-
tion site near FTII Circle on Tues-
day. Five workers were trapped
after soil gave way while water
was being pumped from an RCC
pit. BDA Commissioner P.
Manivannan said a retired judge
and chief engineer would probe
the incident. The contractor has
been directed to compensate
the victims’ families and cover
treatment expenses.

Ashoka demands Nagendra’s
resignation before Assembly sessmn

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka
on Tuesday said the BJP
would not allow the Assembly
session to proceed as long as
B. Nagendra remained a min-
ister and demanded that Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
immediately seek his resigna-
tion.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Ashoka questioned Na-
gendra’s reinstatement despite
multiple cases allegedly pend-
ing against him. He said Na-
gendra faced three CBI cases,
five Lokayukta cases, one SIT
case, a CID case in Karwar
and another case in Chennai,
with 31 cases under investiga-
tion.

“Nagendra has to be in
court every day. He is still an
accused. In this situation,
when will he come to Vidhana
Soudha? When will he do the
department’s work?”” Ashoka
asked.

He said issues including Bi-
dadi Township and KPSC
needed discussion during the
session, but insisted that Na-
gendra’s resignation should
precede any proceedings. He
also questioned why Nagen-
dra had been removed earlier
and subsequently reinstated.

Referring to the alleged
%187-crore Valmiki Corpora-
tion scam, Ashoka said retain-
ing a minister linked to the
controversy had tainted the
entire Cabinet. He alleged
that ¥89 crore had been mis-
appropriated and claimed the
money was used for elections.

Ashoka also accused the
government of forcibly re-
moving Legislative Council
Chairman Basavaraj Horatti
instead of moving a no-confi-
dence motion.

‘New loot’in Clean
Bengaluru

Ashoka alleged that the Con-
gress government was “loot-
ing” people in the name of the
Clean Bengaluru campaign.
He criticised the proposed
charges on vacant sites with
garbage and said waste man-
agement was already covered
under existing taxes.

“This is daylight robbery being
committed by the government itself.”
—R. Ashoka, Leader of Oppn

BJP announces

protests

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka
said the BJP would intensi-
fy its agitation against the
government, beginning with
protests at all district head-
quarters and outside Deputy
Commissioners’ offices. He
said protests would also be
held inside and outside the
Assembly. Ashoka demand-
ed Nagendra'’s resignation
and questioned his rein-
statement despite several
ongoing cases. He also
criticised the government’s
garbage charges and alleged
that Bengaluru residents
were being burdened with
additional taxes.

He questioned the govern-
ment’s action on vehicles
parked on roadsides, en-
croachments on footpaths and
potholes. He claimed garbage
collection charges for flats
had increased from 40 to
%400.

The BJP, he said, would
stage protests at Deputy Com-
missioners’ offices and inside
and outside the Assembly.

Byappanahalli
police rescue
student near

railway tracks
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Byappanahalli police safely
rescued a student found sit-
ting near railway tracks in an
emotionally distressed state.

Around 1.07 pm, a member
of the public noticed the boy
near the tracks within Ma-
hadevapura police limits and
immediately alerted the Nam-
ma 112 emergency helpline.

The information was
promptly relayed to ASI
Venkataraju L. and HC Ha-
numanthappa Dasara, who
were on duty in Hoysala-32
of Byappanahalli police sta-
tion.

The police personnel
reached the spot within three
minutes and found the boy
sitting close to the railway
tracks. Recognising the po-
tential danger, they calmly
approached him, spoke to
him and moved him to a safe
location.

The personnel then con-
tacted the boy’s mother and
asked her to come to the
spot. Police counselled both
the student and his mother
and advised them appropri-
ately before handing the boy
over to his mother.

Bengaluru woman alleges dowry
harassment, threats after marriage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Bengaluru woman has al-
leged dowry harassment,
physical abuse and threats by
her husband and in-laws fol-
lowing her marriage in June
2025. She has also alleged
that police action on her com-
plaint was delayed for around
eight months.

According to the woman’s
complaint, her family provid-
ed dowry, including a car, at
the time of her marriage to
Sheikh Afran. She alleged
that her husband told her on
the first day of their marriage
that he did not like her and
subsequently subjected her to
harassment. She further al-
leged that he was involved
with another woman.

The woman alleged that
members of her husband’s
family made her perform
household chores and subject-
ed her to physical harassment.
She claimed she was forced to
massage family members and
alleged that hot water was

poured on her hands during
the harassment.

Her family reportedly ap-
proached police in November
and filed a complaint. The
woman has now alleged that
effective action was not taken
despite the passage of about
eight months.

The family has also levelled
allegations against a former
officer of the South East
Women’s Police Station,
claiming the officer demand-
ed and accepted Rs 1.2 lakh
to register a case. The allega-
tion has not been inde-
pendently established.

The family has further al-
leged that the accused had
links to an influential minis-
ter, resulting in lack of action.
The woman also alleged that
her husband threatened her
life after she approached po-
lice seeking action and com-
pensation.

The allegations remain
claims and require verifica-
tion through investigation and
official findings.

Prakash Raj claims name deleted from
Bengaluru electoral rolls

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Actor Prakash Raj on Tuesday
claimed that his name had
been deleted from the elector-
al rolls in Bengaluru during
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

In a video posted on his X
account, the National
Award-winning actor said he
was among the 65 lakh voters
whose names had allegedly
been removed from the elec-
toral rolls following the revi-
sion.

“I am one of the 65 lakh
voters whose vote rights have

been deleted from Bangalore
constituency after SIR,” Raj
said, describing the develop-
ment as a “joke”.

He said he was born and
educated in Bengaluru and
had been associated with the-
atre in the city.

Raj also pointed out that he
had contested as an MP can-
didate from the constituency.
He said he would now find
out the procedure required to
restore his name and voter ID.

“Kya kya kagaz dikhana
padega (what all papers will 1
have to show) to get back my
voter ID?” he said.

Taking a swipe at the Cen-

tre, Raj alleged that authori-
ties could use their powers to
deny some citizens the right
to vote but questioned
whether they could prevent
voters from defeating those
in power.

There was no immediate
response from Election Com-
mission officials regarding
Raj’s claim.

However, reports said his
name appeared in the ASDDO
(Absent, Shifted, Dead, Du-
plicate and Others) list of
Bangalore Central’s Shanti-
nagar constituency, with “per-
manently shifted” cited as the
reason.

Karnataka government will
consider banning cosmetics
found containing harmful
heavy metals or carcinogenic
substances, Health Minister
U.T. Khader said.

The statement came after
Food Safety and Drug Admin-
istration (FSDA) officials col-
lected 22 cosmetic samples,
including lipstick, sunscreen,
soap, shampoo and talcum
powder, from roadside ven-
dors, malls and showrooms
across Bengaluru on Monday.

FSDA Commissioner Srini-
vas K. said preliminary anal-
ysis had detected carcinogen-
ic substances in some prod-
ucts. Officials also identified
23 types of heavy metals and
chemicals in various cosmet-
ics. Samples will undergo lab-
oratory testing, following
which the government will
decide on further action
against brands.

“After laboratory analysis,
if any harmful heavy metal
content is found in cosmetics
of any brand, the government
will take a decision on ban-
ning them,” Khader said.

Meanwhile, FSDA officials

@ Cosmetic samples collected
Types of chemicals/heavy
metals identified preliminarily

Other establishments inspect-
ed for food violations

Food articles seized and discarded

@ Used cooking oil discarded @

Rotten meat seized at Skyye

continued inspections of ho-
tels and eateries. The kitchen
of Skyye lounge bar at UB
City was locked after officials
seized 45 kg of rotten meat, 6
kg of rotten vegetable cutlets,
mouldy food, reused cooking
oil and expired dairy products.

Officials said 132 kg of
food articles and 15 litres of
used cooking oil were seized
and discarded from five other
establishments. Notices were
issued to several hotels for
food safety violations.

Special inspections were
also conducted at internation-
al food businesses in the
Greater Bengaluru Area. At a
McDonald’s outlet on Brigade
Road, officials found magne-
sium sulfite being used in
connection with treatment of
used frying oil and issued a
notice to the operator.

FSDA steps upinspections

The Food Safety and Drug Administration has intensified in-
spections across Bengaluru following concerns over cosmetics
and food safety. Officials collected 22 cosmetic samples for
laboratory testing and reported preliminary detection of car-
cinogenic substances and heavy metals. Hotel inspections also
resulted in seizure and disposal of rotten food, expired dairy
products and used cooking oil. Authorities said legal action
would follow confirmed violations.

Congress synonymous with
corruption, alleges Chalavadi

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

BJP leader and Legislative
Council Opposition Leader
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
on Tuesday accused the
Congress of being synony-
mous with corruption and
alleged that the party had
introduced corruption to the
country.

Speaking at the BJP state
office Jagannatha Bhavan in
Malleswaram, in the pres-
ence of State BJP president
B.Y. Vijayendra and Assem-
bly Opposition Leader R.
Ashoka, he alleged that
Congress leaders selectively
raised issues and later
avoided responsibility.

Referring to protests at
Jantar Mantar over the
NEET issue, Narayanas-
wamy alleged that the Con-
gress had mobilised protests
in the name of students. He
claimed disruptive forces
subsequently attempted to
create a threat to the coun-
try, following which the

Centre introduced stringent
measures.

He criticised Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, alleg-
ing that he opposed both
examination leaks and mea-
sures aimed at preventing
them.

“What did Rahul Gandhi
do then? He opposed the
leaks as well as measures to
prevent leaks. Isn’t this a
double standard?”
Narayanaswamy asked.

Referring to student pro-
tests in Jharkhand, he said
students were demanding
justice over alleged injus-
tice. He alleged that the
Congress and its ally were
in power in the State and ac-
cused the government of
suppressing protesting stu-
dents. “Where have those
who protested at Jantar
Mantar disappeared?” he
asked. Narayanaswamy said
the BJP would stand with the
struggles of young people
and urged citizens to contrib-
ute to national security.

BJP backs student protests

BJP Legislative Council Opposition Leader Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
said the party would stand with young people protesting againstin- 4
justice. Referring to student demonstrations in Jharkhand, he ac-
cused the Congress-led government and its ally of suppressing pro-
testers. He questioned the absence of those who had

earlier participated in protests at Jantar Mantar and Y
urged the youth to continue raising their concerns L “f
peacefully while safeguarding national interests. -

JAPANESE MAN'S LEGAL BF

Japanese man gets Rs 75,000 after 7-year legal battle

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Though the offences were bailable,

Japanese national Hirotoshi Tanaka,
who spent 19 days in Bengaluru Cen-
tral Prison and nearly seven years
fighting legal battles, has finally re-
ceived Rs 75,000 compensation from

the Karnataka government.

The 36-year-old psychology gradu-
ate came to Bengaluru in October

2019 to study English.

His troubles began after he objected to
classes being cancelled at his academy.

During an argument with its head,
Tanaka admitted punching him after

grabbing his arm.

R T Nagar police registered a case
against him for voluntarily causing
hurt and criminal intimidation.

rassment.

The Karnataka High Court quashed
the FIR in November 2020 after the
coaching centre head agreed to settle

the dispute.

Tanaka was arrested on November 23,
2019, and remained in custody for 19
days. After his release, Tanaka alleged
that a police officer demanded money
from him on multiple occasions.

He later approached the Karnataka
State Human Rights Commission
(KSHRC), alleging bribery and ha-

Tanaka was deported to Japan in
April 2021 but continued pursuing
his complaint. The KSHRC ruled in
his favour in May 2022 and recom-
mended Rs 75,000 compensation,

besides disciplinary action against
the police officer. Tanaka subse-
quently approached the Karnataka
High Court seeking implementation

Tanaka’s 7-year legal journey
+ 0ct 2019: Arrived in Bengaluru

- Nov 23, 2019: Arrested by R T Nagar police

- 19 days: Spent in judicial custody

- Nov 2020: FIR quashed by Karnataka HC

- Dec 2020: Bribery complaint filed before KSHRC

+ May 2022: KSHRC recommended 75,000 compensation

- June 22, 2026: State government paid 75,000

- Total wait: Nearly 7 years

of the recommendation.

After years of delay, the state gov-
ernment paid Rs 75,000 to his coun-
sel’s account on June 22.




CITYSHILIGHTS

KALABURIGI

KALABURIGI

WEDNESDAY » AUGUST 12, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Fire Breaks out at
APMC Godown, goods
worth lakhs destroyed

CHNEWS,RAICHUR
A fire broke out at the
godown of Rajaram
Traders, owned by Raju
Patil, at the APMC mar-
ket yard, reportedly
causing damage to gro-
cery items worth lakhs
of rupees.

The incident occurred at
a godown where gro-
cery items were stored.
The fire is suspected to
have been caused by a
short circuit.Firefighters
rushed to the spot and
brought the blaze under
control. Fortunately, no
casualties were report-
ed in the incident.The
incident falls under the
jurisdiction of the Mar-
ket Yard Police Station.
Further details regarding
the extent of the dam-
age are awaited.

Khandre Hits Back at
BJP Leader Over ‘High
Command’ Allegations

CHNEWS,BIDAR
Minister Eshwar Khan-
dre hit back at BJP lead-
er R Ashoka over allega-
tions regarding the Con-
gress high command
and the allocation of
ministerial portfolios.
Khandre said the Chief
Minister and the party
high command would
take the appropriate de-
cision on the matter. He
alleged that there was a
practice of paying mon-
ey to secure positions
and portfolios. Before
making allegations
against us, Ashoka
should first introspect.
He should also respond
to allegations made by
his own party leader Ba-
sanagouda Patil Yatnal
that anyone aspiring to
become Chief Minister
in the BJP has to pay Rs
2,500 crore as ‘kappa,
Khandre said.He added
that Ashoka should clarify
the allegations made by
Yatnal before questioning
the Congress leadership.
|

Jail Bharo agitation
held against Central
Government

CHNEWSRAICHUR
Various organisations
staged a protest and con-
ducted a ‘Jail Bharo’ agita-
tion on Tuesday, respond-
ing to the call given by the
Samyukta Horata Karna-
taka and the Joint Com-
mittee of Trade Unions,
opposing the policies of
the BJP-led Central Gov-
ernment.

The protesters gathered at
Tipu Sultan Garden and
took out a rally through
various roads in the city
before proceeding to the
Tahsildar’s office, where
they courted arrest. Police
detained the protesters
and later released them.
The protesters con-
demned the alleged an-
ti-farmer, anti-worker, an-
ti-Dalit, anti-women, an-
ti-student and anti-youth
policies of the Central and
State governments and
urged the authorities to
fulfil their various de-
mands.

CITU stages protest demanding
implementation of minimum wages

The protest was part of a nationwide agitation inspired by the Quit India Movement. A large
number of workers, farmers and agricultural labourers participated in the demonstration.

Go

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

The Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU), along with
the Karnataka Prantha Raitha
Sangha (KPRS) and All India
Agricultural Workers Union
(ATAWU), staged a protest
and Jail Bharo agitation, de-
manding immediate imple-
mentation of the final mini-
mum wage notification and
withdrawal of the four labour
codes and the VB-RAMII Act.
The protesters said the State
government’s final notifica-
tion on minimum wages is-
sued on May 22 was the result
of decades of workers’ strug-
gles. However, they claimed
that the 60 percent increase in
wages after nearly nine years
was inadequate when com-
pared with the rise in the cost
of living over the past decade.
They demanded that women
workers, including Anganwa-
di workers, mid-day meal
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workers, ASHA workers and
Gram Karya Mitras, who have
been working for years,
should also be brought under
the minimum wage frame-
work.

The protesters alleged that
since the revised minimum
wages have been made effec-
tive from May 22, 2026, in-
stead of being applied retro-
spectively from 2022, nearly
1.77 crore workers in the State
would lose the benefit of four
years of wage revision. They
demanded that the notification
be implemented retrospective-

ly to ensure justice to workers.
Rejecting claims that higher
minimum wages would force
industries to move out of Kar-
nataka, they said workers
from other States were com-
ing to Karnataka precisely be-
cause of better wages. Provid-
ing fair wages to workers
would also have a positive
impact on the State’s econo-
my, they said.They sought im-
plementation of Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for farm-
ers based on the Swaminathan
Commission recommenda-
tions, adequate crop insurance

The protesters alleged that the
assurances given by the Union
government during the farmers’
agitation that began at the Delhi
borders in 2020 had not been fulfilled.
Instead, several policies detrimental to
farmers and workers were being
introduced, they alleged. They warned
that stronger protests would be
launched if the State and Union
governments failed to address the
issues of workers, farmers and
agricultural labourers.
and farm loan waivers. CITU
President MB Sajjan, Sha-
ranabasappa Mammashetty,
Bhimashetty Yampalli,
Meghraj Katare, Shanta Ghan-
ti, Lavitra Vastrad, Prakash
Bannigida, Kalyani Singe,
Mabhadev Singe, Ashok Bom-
manalli, Khajasab Nadaf,
Kashinath Bandi, Shyamanna
Reddy, Dileep Nagure,
Nagayya Swamy and Sujatha
Kadehalli were among those
who participated.

ROADSIDE DENTISTS RAISE
CONCERNS IN VIJAYAPURA

Roadside practitioners are drawing attention with claims of providing low-
cost treatments, raising questions about safety, quality of such procedures.

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Several roadside practitioners
can reportedly be seen along
the Ambedkar Stadium Road
towards Station Road, dis-
playing dental treatment ma-
terials and making attractive
promises to passers-by. They
claim that a new tooth can be
fitted in as little as 15 min-
utes, while loose teeth can be
strengthened and tooth-clean-
ing powders are also avail-
able. Some practitioners fur-
ther claim that decayed teeth
can be treated by filling them
with ceramic or silver materi-
als. One of the more striking
claims is that 32 teeth can be
fitted within just three hours
without pain.

Such claims have attracted
the attention of residents, par-
ticularly those looking for in-
expensive dental treatment.
However, the increasing pres-
ence of roadside dental prac-
titioners has also raised con-

cerns among members of the
public and healthcare profes-
sionals about whether such
procedures are being carried
out by qualified and regis-
tered dental practitioners.
Dental treatment requires
proper examination of the pa-
tient's teeth, gums, jaw and
overall oral health. Proce-
dures such as tooth extraction,
fillings, crowns, dentures and
other dental interventions
generally require appropriate
instruments, sterilisation fa-
cilities and clinical expertise.
Treatment carried out in an
unhygienic environment can
potentially expose patients to
infections and other compli-
cations.

The claims made by road-
side practitioners should
therefore be independently
verified before patients under-
go any procedure. In particu-
lar, patients are advised to
check whether the person pro-
viding treatment possesses the

necessary dental qualifica-
tions and registration and
whether the establishment is
authorised to provide clinical
dental services. The issue has
also highlighted the need for
greater public awareness
about oral healthcare.

The roadside practitioners
reportedly promote various
powders and treatments as
solutions for dental problems.
While some traditional or
commercially available dental
products may have legitimate
uses, consumers should be
cautious about products
whose composition, safety
and effectiveness are not
clearly established. Residents
have urged the concerned
health authorities to inspect
such roadside dental practices
and verify the qualifications
of those providing treatment.
They have also called for ac-
tion wherever unauthorised
medical or dental procedures
are found to be taking place.

Rs 20 crore plan proposed
for restoration of Fort

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

MP Radhakrishna Doddamani
has urged Union Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat to
grant immediate administra-
tive approval for a Rs 20
crore project aimed at the
conservation and restoration
of the historic Kalaburagi
Fort.D oddamani met the
Union Minister and submitted
a memorandum seeking early
approval for the project,
which has been proposed un-
der AMRUT 2.0.

The project includes revival
of the water body in the fort
moat, development of parks,
landscaping, plantation and
various environmental im-
provement works. The prima-

ry objective is to conserve the
historic monument and devel-
op it as a “Green Heritage
Landmark,” the MP ex-
plained. The proposal is cur-
rently pending before the
headquarters of the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI).
Doddamani urged the Union
Minister to intervene and co-
ordinate with the ASI to en-
sure that administrative ap-
proval is granted at the earli-
est.

He expressed confidence
that the initiative would not
only help preserve Kalabura-
gi’s rich historical heritage
but also promote tourism, im-
prove the environment and
contribute to regional devel-
opment.

CONTROL CYBER CRIMES

Woman dies by
suicide following
harassment
CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

A 22-year-old woman al-
legedly died by suicide after
a youth reportedly posted
her photograph on his
WhatsApp status and ha-
rassed her in Halasultanpur
village of Kamalapur taluk.

The deceased has been
identified as Sanjeevini (22).
Based on a complaint lodged
by her mother, Mahagaon
police have registered a case
against a youth identified as
Deepak and launched an in-
vestigation.According to the
complaint, Sanjeevini had
completed her college edu-
cation and was staying at
home.

Youth dies after

being slapped on
the cheek

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

A minor fight over a vehicle
overtaking incident has ended
in murder in Udagi village of
Sedam taluk in district. A
young man collapsed and died
on the spot after being hit by
a JCB driver.The deceased is
Bhagyavant (24) of Udagi vil-
lage. A fight had started be-
tween Bhagyavant and JCB
driver Nabi over the issue of
overtaking a vehicle. When
the argument escalated, Bha-
gyavant grabbed Nabi's shirt
collar. Enraged by this, Nabi
slapped Bhagyavant hard on
the cheek.

Dravidian Students’
Council stages fast-
to-death protest

CH NEW,VIJAYAPURA

Members of the Dravidian
Students’ Council staged a
fast-to-death protest in front
of the Deputy Commission-
er’s Office, demanding imme-
diate and stringent legal ac-
tion against Wisdom Waves
Wellness and Business Train-
ing Center, Aspireway Mar-
keting Pvt. Ltd. and DDCC
Training Center, alleging that
the organisations are exploit-
ing unemployed youth in the
name of employment and
training.

The protesters submitted a
detailed memorandum to the
district administration, alleg-
ing that job seekers are being
attracted with promises of
employment and training and
are subsequently made to sign
agreements on Rs 100 stamp
papers containing conditions
that allegedly shift the entire
financial and legal responsi-
bility onto the candidates.

According to the memoran-
dum, the organisations are
allegedly involved in several
irregularities, including:, can-
didates are allegedly prom-
ised employment but are sub-
sequently made to sign affida-
vits stating that they will not
receive a fixed salary. An al-
leged 20 per cent deduction is
made from the amount paid
for products even when they
are returned within 15 days.
Candidates are allegedly told
that payments will not be re-
funded after 15 days under
any circumstances.

The organisations allegedly
disclaim responsibility for
any future loss or hardship
suffered by candidates or their
teams.

Different names, including
DDCC Training Center, Wis-
dom Waves, Aspireway Mar-
keting and Aspireway Fash-
ion, are allegedly being used

The Council urged the
Deputy Commissioner to
treat the allegations as a
serious public-interest is-
sue and ensure a transpar-
ent, time-bound investiga-
tion, rather than allowing
unemployed youngsters to
allegedly fall prey to de-
ceptive employment and
MLM schemes.

in connection with the same
business activities, according
to the protesters.

The memorandum also
questions the authenticity and
functioning of certain web-
sites and links allegedly used
to provide company and prod-
uct information.

Candidates are allegedly
encouraged to make payments
to personal bank accounts of
leaders or other individuals
instead of an official company
current account, threatened
with legal action and freezing
of their IDs if they violate
company rules. Money is al-
legedly collected in the name
of training without proper re-
ceipts or acknowledgements.
Unemployed youth are al-
legedly made to sign agree-
ments on stamp paper accept-
ing complete responsibility
for any consequences. The
organisations are alleged to
have operations without ob-
taining all applicable local
statutory permissions.

The protesters alleged that
MSME Udyam registration
obtained under a management
consultancy category is being
used while allegedly carrying
out MLM/pyramid-style ac-
tivities.The memorandum
also alleges that a municipal
licence obtained under the
category of “distributors” is
being used for activities in-
volving collection of money
from youngsters.

Khandre orders closure of three
industries over chemical waste discharge

CH NEWS,BIDAR

Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister and dis-
trict in-charge Minister Esh-
war Khandre has directed the
district administration to im-
mediately shut down three
industries allegedly discharg-
ing chemical waste into the
Guruganga stream and Man-
jra River in the Humnabad
industrial area.

In a written directive to the
Deputy Commissioner, Khan-
dre ordered the issuance of
closure orders against 6H In-
dustries, Sathyadeepthi K In-
dustries and Himalaya Indus-
tries, with immediate effect.
He also directed the authori-
ties to submit a compliance

report within 24 hours. Ac-
cording to Khandre, residents
have been protesting against
the discharge of toxic indus-
trial waste into the Guruganga
stream at Maniknagar and the
Manjra River. The alleged
pollution has resulted in
foul-smelling and contaminat-
ed water, forcing people to
cover their noses while pass-
ing through the area. Resi-
dents have also raised con-
cerns over the impact on pub-
lic health and livestock.

He said the polluted stream
eventually joins the Karanja
backwaters, raising concerns
about contamination of drink-
ing water sources and serious
risks to public health. Khan-
dre directed the authorities to

take urgent action under Sec-
tion 152 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, to prevent
public nuisance and protect
water sources and community
health.

He had earlier, on August 5,
directed officials to test the
water in the affected area,
take stringent action against
industries found discharging
waste and submit an ac-
tion-taken report within 48
hours. Khandre also recalled
that, following complaints
from the public when he was
serving as Forest, Environ-
ment and Ecology Minister,
he had ordered an inquiry and
action against the polluting
industries.

Protesters demand berth for Veerashaiva Lingayat leader

CH NEWS,RAICHUR

Leaders of the Veerashaiva
Lingayat community staged
a massive protest rally on
Tuesday, demanding that se-
nior Congress leader and
former Sindhanur MLA
Hampanagouda Badarli be
inducted into the State Cab-

inet.

The protest was organised
by the district unit of the
Veerashaiva Lingayat com-
munity. The protesters gar-
landed the statue at
Basaveshwar Circle before
proceeding to Dr BR
Ambedkar Circle, where
they burnt a tyre and raised

slogans against the State
Government. During the
protest, a man allegedly
poured petrol over himself
and attempted to set himself
on fire. The protesters also
formed a human chain and
blocked the road, demanding
immediate action on their
demands.

‘New Cyber Pollce Statlon bulldmg to benefit people’

CH NEWS,YADGIR

The construction of a new
Cyber Crime Police Station
building will help provide
better services to people and
address the existing infra-
structure issues, said MLA
Channareddy Patil Tunnur.
He was speaking after per-
forming the foundation
stone-laying ceremony for the
new Cyber Police Station
building, which is being con-
structed at an estimated cost
of Rs 1.30 crore beside the
Rural Police Station in city.
The MLA said, the Cyber Po-
lice Station is currently func-
tioning under the State Home

Department at the district
headquarters. With the in-
creasing use of digital tech-
nology and online financial
transactions, cyber-related
crimes have also increased.
He appreciated the district po-

lice for taking proactive mea-
sures to help people who have
fallen victim to online fraud.
He said that after Pruthvik
Shankar took charge as Su-
perintendent of Police, CCTV
cameras had been installed at

the district headquarters, taluk
centres and police station lim-
its. Steps had also been taken
to deploy adequate police per-
sonnel in border areas of the
district to prevent crime.
Tunnur directed the con-
tractor to complete the con-
struction within the stipulated
time while maintaining quali-
ty standards.Superintendent
of Police Pruthvik Shankar
said the government had al-
ready released Rs 7 crore for
various police infrastructure
projects in the district. A dog
kennel had been inaugurated
at the SP’s office, while con-
struction of the Cyber Crime
Police Station, an outpost at

Bendebembli in Wadagera ta-
luk and residential quarters at
Kembhavi Police Station in
Surpur taluk had also been
taken up. He said that after
joining the district, he first
assessed the major problems
faced by the police depart-
ment and worked towards re-
solving them in phases. Sev-
eral measures had been taken
to bring greater efficiency to
the department and curb ille-
gal activities, he added.
Assistant Executive Engi-
neer of the Karnataka Police
Housing and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
Lingraj, briefed the gathering
about the construction project.

Man detonates explosive tied to his waist

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

A man allegedly detonated an
explosive device strapped to
his waist following suspicion
that his wife was having an
extramarital affair, killing
himself and his 15-year-old
daughter and seriously injur-
ing four others at Mataki
Tanda in Aland taluk on
Tuesday.The deceased have
been identified as Shivalal
Baliram Rathod (49) and his
daughter Veera Shivalal Ra-
thod (15).

Shivalal’s wife Savita
Shivalal Rathod (40), son
Prakash Shivalal Rathod
(19), and relatives Surekha
Chavan (30) and her son
Vivek Chavan (12) sustained

serious injuries. They were
shifted to the District Hospi-
tal for treatment, police said.
According to police sources,
Shivalal and Savita had fre-
quent disputes over fami-
ly-related issues for several
years. Following the dis-
putes, Savita had reportedly
been staying at a relative’s
house along with her daugh-
ter and two sons.

Shivalal, who was working
at a stone quarry near Pune in
Maharashtra, allegedly sus-
pected his wife of having an
extramarital relationship. Po-
lice said he came to the rela-
tive’s house on Tuesday
morning and detonated an
explosive device that he had
strapped to his body.
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Koppal seeks rental
building for girls’
hostel

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
The Social Welfare De-
partment has invited
private building owners
to offer a suitable prop-
erty for rent to house a
post-matric girls’ hostel
in Koppal. The depart-
ment needs a building
that can accommodate
100 students and has
basic facilities, including
10 toilets and 10 bath-
rooms. Interested own-
ers should submit their
proposals along with
the required documents
to the Assistant Direc-
tor, Grade-I, Social Wel-
fare Department, Kop-
pal. The office is located
near the new RTO of-
fice. Officials said the
requirement has arisen
because many students
have been admitted to
the hostel. Owners with
suitable buildings have
been urged to respond.

Koppalinvites groups
to organize Dasara
games

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
The Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports

has invited applications
from private educational
institutions and NGOs to
organize taluk-level Dasara
Games during 2026-27. Eli-
gible organizations should
have experience in con-
ducting sports events,
community activities, and
government awareness
programmes in their re-
spective taluks. Applicants
must agree to follow all
department rules and suc-
cessfully conduct the
games. Interested institu-
tions have been advised to
collect complete details
from the department be-
fore submitting their pro-
posals. Applications must
reach the department by
August 24. For more infor-
mation, organizations can
contact the Assistant Di-
rector of the District Youth
Empowerment and Sports
Department at 08539-
230121,

Retired employees of
postal Dept hold get
together

Mysuru
A get-together was
held at Rishi Samskruti
Kendra near Apollo
Hospital, Mysuru, or-
ganised by retired Sen-
ior Accounts Officer
Smt. Nagalakshmi.
The programme
brought together retired
and serving postal de-
partment employees to
share experiences and
strengthen bonds, in
memory of her father
Moortiraya. Participants
appreciated her efforts
and continued support
to colleagues. Her hus-
band Ramarao and
family members were
present. Retired offi-
cials including S. Ra-
jasekhar, N. Prakash, D.
Shivayya, Dr. P. Shanta-
raj Urs, Rajagopal,
Obaiah, and others at-
tended and shared their
views.

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
~Minister-Shivraj Thangadgi
said the government would
ensure fair distribution of
Tungabhadra Project canal
water among farmers in Kop-
pal, Vijayanagar, Ballari and
Raichur districts. Speaking
before the 126th Irrigation
Advisory Committee meeting
at the TBP Hall in Munirabad
on Tuesday, he said farmers'
welfare remained the govern-
ment's priority.

Thangadgi said the state
was facing drought-like con-
ditions despite rainfall in
some areas, with 177 taluks
affected by drought. He said
water had reached the Tunga
and Bhadra reservoirs and
that the Tungabhadra reser-
voir currently had around 82
TMC of water. He asked
farmers and people's repre-
sentatives to consider the
available water before decid-
ing the release schedule.

KARNATAKA

Shivraj Thangadgi assures
fair water supply for farmers

Thangadgi assured farmers of fair canal water distribution, urging patience pending
reservoir assessment and consultations with elected representatives and farmer leaders

Farmer leaders from Kop-
pal, Vijayanagar, Ballari and
Raichur demanded that the
available 82 TMC of water be
released into the canals to
protect standing crops. They
also urged the committee to
pass a resolution immediately
and ensure that downstream
farmers were not denied their
share of water.

Thangadgi said the govern-
ment would not do injustice
to farmers while releasing ca-
nal water. He requested pa-
tience until the reservoir posi-
tion was assessed and discus-

FARMERS DEMAND IMMEDIATE CANAL
WATER RELEASE

Farmer leaders from Koppal, Vijayanagar, Ballari and
Raichur districts urged authorities to release Tungabhadra
canal water immediately for crops. Speaking ahead of the
irrigation advisory committee meeting, they said the reser-

voir had 82 TMC of water and farmers were suffering as
paddy, chilli, cotton and pulses faced drying conditions.
Leaders also demanded repairs to canals, water measure-
ment, action against illegal water drawing and an end to
the on-off release system. They sought adequate drinking
water and called for a separate meeting with ministers, leg-
islators and officials to resolve canal-related issues. Farm-
ers said timely action was essential to protect crops.

sions were held with elected
representatives and farmer
leaders. The committee con-
sidered the concerns of farm-
ers from different districts
before taking decisions on
water distribution.

MLAs K. Raghavendra Hit-
nal, Basanagouda Daddal,
Hampangouda Badarli,

G. Hampaiah Nayak,
Basanagouda Turavihal, S.

Shivaraj Patil, Annapurna Tu-
karama and J.N. Ganesh at-
tended the meeting. KADA
president Hasanasab Nabisab
Dotihal, officials, engineers
and farmer leaders were also
present.

The committee discussed
protecting standing crops
while maintaining a fair bal-
ance between upstream and
downstream farmers.

MCC launches major drive
to transform GVPs

MYSURU

The Mysuru City Corporation
(MCC) on Tuesday launched
a major cleanliness drive
across the city, clearing
225.770 metric tonnes of
waste from several Garbage
Vulnerable Points, or GVPs.
The operation was part of the
Independence Day Cleanli-
ness Campaign 2026, which
aims to create 80 waste-free
sites before August 30. MCC
Commissioner M.K. Savitha
said the campaign would re-
move waste and prevent the
cleaned locations from be-
coming dumping grounds
again.

The main operation was
held near the Gokulam Cre-
matorium in Zone 4, where
Mysuru Regional Commis-
sioner Nitesh Patil and the
MCC Commissioner took
part. Workers removed
149.770 metric tonnes of
waste, including about 130
metric tonnes of construction

and demolition waste and
19.770 metric tonnes of other
solid waste. Another opera-
tion was carried out near Ban-
dikeri KHPT in Zone 1,
where 69 metric tonnes had
been cleared and further
cleaning was continuing.
Waste was also removed
from GVPs in other parts of
Mysuru. Two metric tonnes
were cleared from a site in
Zone 5, while one metric
tonne was removed near the
Regional Commissioner’s res-
idence on Valmiki Road in
Zone 6. Four metric tonnes
were cleared from locations
opposite Rahmath Nursing
Home in Rajiv Nagar and op-
posite R.K. Palace on Sathy
Nagar Main Road in Udaya-
giri, both in Zone 8. The total
waste cleared across these
locations stood at 225.770
metric tonnes.MCC engi-
neers, revenue officials, zonal
officers, environmental staff,
health inspectors, supervisors,
pourakarmikas, drivers and

other workers took part in the
operation. The collected
waste was transported to ap-
proved processing and dispos-
al facilities. The corporation
will beautify the cleaned sites,
install warning and awareness
boards, and conduct public
awareness programmes. Each
transformed location will also
be monitored for at least 30
days to prevent fresh dump-
ing.Under the campaign,
MCC has identified 80 GVPs
across nine zones and aims to
transform all of them by Au-
gust 30. Commissioner Sav-
itha appealed to residents,
traders, organisations, elected
representatives and volunteers
to support the effort. She
urged people to segregate
waste and hand it only to au-
thorised collection vehicles.
The Commissioner warned
that strict action and penalties
would follow if garbage, con-
struction debris or other waste
is dumped again at the trans-
formed locations.

Hindustani vocal
recital in Mysuru
on Aug 16

MYSURU

A Hindustani classical vocal
concert by Pandit M.P. Hegde
of Padigere will be held in
Mysuru on August 16 as part
of the ‘Ninaada Griha San-
geeta’. The concert will begin
at 6 pm at ‘Ninaada’, Rishabh
Siddhi Layout, Kergalli, My-
suru.

Hegde, a musician from the
Gwalior gharana, will per-
form khayal, thumri and tap-
pa. He will be accompanied
by Bhimashankar Bidanur on
tabla and Pandit Veer-
abhadrayya Hiremath on har-
monium.

Hegde, from Padigere near
Sirsi, learnt music from his
father and later trained under
Pandit R.T. Hegde Shigehalli
for several decades. He se-
cured the first rank in the Kar-
nataka government’s Vidwat
examination in 1979 and
completed the Sangeet Alan-
kar examination conducted by
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya in
1980. He has also been an All
India Radio artiste.

FDP on e-vehicle powertrain and battery
management system begins

MYSURU

A five-day Faculty Develop-
ment Programme (FDP) on
“Emerging Trends in Electric
Vehicle Powertrain and Bat-
tery Management System”
was inaugurated at Vidyavard-
haka College of Engineering
(VVCE), Mysuru on Tuesday.

It is jointly organised by the
Departments of Mechanical
Engineering and Electrical and
Electronics Engineering.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by the chief guest, Suraj
S.D., Director, Decibels Lab
Private Limited, Bengaluru.
Speaking on the occasion, he
highlighted the rapidly evolv-
ing technologies in the electric
vehicle sector, advanced pow-
ertrain systems and the impor-

tance of Battery Management
Systems (BMS). There is a
need to achieve technological
self-reliance in the electric ve-
hicle sector through indige-
nous research, development of
innovative technologies and
stronger collaboration between
industry and academic institu-
tions.

VVCE Principal B. Sa-
dashive Gowda presided over

GREEN MYSURU' CAMPAIGN

the programme. VVCE
Vice-Principal Shobha Shan-
kar was present as the guest of
honour.

Vinay K.B., Professor and
Head of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering, and
Dr. Gopal Reddy K., Professor
and Head of the Department of
Electrical and Electronics En-
gineering, are serving as the
programme coordinators.

Ravi K.S. and Mohammed
Jalaluddin are working as pro-
gramme coordinators.

During the five-day pro-
gramme, experts will provide
guidance and insights into var-
ious aspects of electric vehicle
powertrains, battery technolo-
gy, Battery Management Sys-
tems (BMS), power electron-
ics and control systems.

MLA TS. Srivatsa Launches 2026’ Fifth-Week Drive

MYSURU

K.R. Assembly constituency
MLA T.S. Srivatsa launched
the fifth-week programme of
the 2026 edition of the
‘Green Mysuru’ campaign,
organised by Team Mysuru.

As part of the programme,
31 saplings of different vari-
eties were planted along
Nanjangud Road, starting
from the Gun House area.
Srivatsa formally launched
the drive by planting a sap-
ling.

BJP Vibhag Prabhari Swa-
mi Maralapura, former cor-
porator of Ward 51 B.V.
Manjunath, and more than 30

members of Team Mysuru
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Speaking on the occasion,
the MLA appreciated Team
Mysuru for carrying out sev-
eral social service activities

continuously in Mysuru over
the past several years. He
particularly lauded the team
for conducting the ‘Green
Mysuru’ campaign in a disci-
plined and committed man-
ner.

He said the team was not
merely planting saplings but
was also giving equal impor-
tance to their maintenance.
Taking responsibility for wa-
tering and nurturing the sap-
lings for five years, including
during the summer months,
was a special and commend-
able initiative.

Society should always en-
courage such organisations
that demonstrate a strong
commitment towards envi-
ronmental protection, Srivat-
sa added.

Swami Maralapura said
Team Mysuru had been con-
ducting the ‘Green Mysuru’
campaign in a systematic

manner. It was encouraging
to see people from different
age groups, ranging from 25
to 75 years, coming together
and working for environmen-
tal conservation.Team Mysu-
ru members Gokul Govard-
han, Kiran Jairam Gowda,
Ramaprasad, Vasanth, Trim-
urthy, Manohar, Basavaraj
Ballari, Balakrishna, Harish
Gokulam,

Santosh, Krishna Ittigegoo-
du, Shekhar, Krishna Cable,
Chandan, Kendagannas-
wamy, Prajwal, Yashas, Var-
un, and Nandini, Usha,
Bharathi, Kumari Kalyani
and others participated in the
programme.
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Dr Mahadevappa,
Venkatesh & Tanveer Sait
hold closed-door huddle

MYSURU

A private meeting between
three senior Congress leaders
who were left out of the re-
cent Cabinet expansion has
created fresh political interest
in Karnataka. Former minis-
ters Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa,
K. Venkatesh and Tanveer
Sait met in Mysuru on Tues-
day for a closed-door discus-
sion. Their meeting has drawn
attention because all three
leaders are senior members of
the party and were seen as
possible choices for ministe-
rial positions. The develop-
ment has raised questions
about whether a new political
understanding is emerging
within the ruling Congress.
Tanveer Sait later played
down the political importance
of the meeting but admitted
that the current situation had
brought the three leaders to-
gether. He said they belonged
to the same party but had not
been particularly close earlier.
According to Sait, the situa-
tion after the Cabinet expan-
sion required them to discuss
their concerns. He also indi-
cated that the leaders felt they
should perhaps have met
much earlier. His remarks
have added to speculation
about growing disappoint-
ment among senior Congress
leaders who were not includ-
ed in the expanded ministry.
The meeting comes at a
time when the Congress lead-
ership is trying to maintain
unity after the Cabinet chang-
es. Several leaders who ex-
pected ministerial positions
have reportedly been unhappy
with the outcome. While there

The meeting follows
Cabinet changes, amid
Congress efforts to
maintain unity, with
disgruntled leaders
possibly discussing
concerns and whether to
jointly approach party
leadership

has been no clear indication
of any organised group, the
meeting has started discus-
sions about whether the three
leaders could jointly present
their concerns to the party
leadership. For now, the exact
issues discussed during their
private meeting have not been
made public.

Later in the evening, Urban
Development and Mysuru
District In-charge Minister
Dr. Yatindra Siddaramaiah
met Mahadevappa, Venkatesh
and Sait. His visit is being
seen as an effort to understand
their concerns and prevent the
issue from growing into a
larger dispute. Details of the
discussion were not immedi-
ately available, but the meet-
ing suggested that party lead-
ers were keen to address the
situation before it affects the
Congress's public image.

The developments have left
party workers and political
observers watching closely.
The key question is whether
the Mysuru meeting was sim-
ply an informal discussion
among disappointed senior
leaders or the beginning of a
wider political conversation.
With the leaders yet to reveal
their next steps, speculation is
likely to continue until they
make their position clear.

Student Union must
become a voice of youth:
Usha Narasimhan

MYSURU

The inauguration of the Stu-
dent Union for the academic
year 2026-27 of MMK and
SDM Women’s College, My-
suru, was held with enthusi-
asm on the college premises.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme and speaking as the
chief guest, Usha Narasim-
han, president of the Mysuru
division of the Karnataka
Lekhakiyara Sangha and not-
ed novelist, said that a student
union represents the institu-
tional and organisational spir-
it of students. “Organisational
strength is more powerful and
valuable than individual inter-
ests. So, students should
emerge as the voice of youth
and as a voice that respects
tradition. Along with pursuing
a degree, they should culti-
vate discipline, restraint and
culture.

She stressed the importance
of women receiving quality
education and said that wom-
en’s empowerment was con-
tributing to improving the
lives of women. She congrat-
ulated the newly elected of-
fice-bearers and urged them
to organise meaningful pro-
grammes through the Student
Union, address challenges and
move forward with confi-
dence.

S.P. Shobha, Principal of
MMK and SDM Pre-Univer-
sity College, who was another
guest, said students should be
like pure pearls formed from
water and should imbibe the
quality of adaptability found
in water.

Quoting Swami Vivekanan-
da’s message that one must
build one’s own life, she said
students should shape their
future through determination
and hard work. Believe in
yourself first and move for-
ward; this will open the path
to achievement.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Prof. N. Bharathi,
Principal of the college, con-
gratulated all the newly elect-
ed and nominated members of
the Student Union.

Student Welfare Officer
Jyothilakshmi G. Kava ad-
ministered the oath of office
and inducted the newly ap-
pointed Student Union repre-
sentatives.

IQAC Coordinator K.S.
Sukruth, Student Welfare Of-
ficer Jyothilakshmi G. Kava,
Student Union President San-

jana,
Secretary Vaishnavi, class
representatives, Student

Union representatives,

teaching and non-teaching
staff were present at the pro-
gramme.

“Environmental conservation is
everyone’s responsibility”

MYSURU

As part of World Environment
Day celebrations, a tree-plant-
ing programme was organised
by Mysuru Lion Garden City
at the Padma Shri Saalumara-
da Thimmakka Park in the
KBL Silicon City Layout near
Hebbal in Mysuru.Speaking
after planting saplings, Lion
Garden City Secretary Dr.
E.C. Ningraj Gowda said en-
vironmental conservation
should not be limited to a one-
day programme but must be-
come an integral part of ev-
eryone’s life. Trees provide
humanity with clean air and
shade while playing a vital
role in maintaining ecological

balance. With the rapid in-
crease in concrete construc-
tion in urban areas, green
spaces are steadily declining.
Keeping the welfare of future
generations in mind, it is the
collective responsibility of ev-
eryone to plant more trees and
ensure their protection and
proper maintenance, he said.
Dr. Ningraj Gowda called
upon people to contribute to
environmental conservation
by planting and nurturing
trees in their homes, schools,
offices and public spaces.“Ev-
eryone should come forward
with the resolve of ‘One Per-
son—One Tree’ and contribute
towards building a greener
Mysuru,” he said.
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BENGALURU

In a massive, unprecedented
administrative outreach, Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar
convened a sweeping video
conference on Tuesday, ad-
dressing over 2.5 lakh state
government officials across
750 locations.

Speaking from the Banquet
Hall of Vidhana Soudha, the
Chief Minister delivered a
clear, impassioned mandate:
politicians and bureaucrats
must dismantle traditional hi-
erarchies and operate purely
as "Team Karnataka."

Against the backdrop of a
looming ecological and agri-
cultural crisis—with 164 of
the state’s 240 taluks facing
severe drought conditions—
the state’s leadership under-
scored that bureaucratic de-
lays and corruption would be
met with zero tolerance. With
groundwater levels plummet-

GADAG

The cascading effects of
the drought have taken a
heavy financial toll on the
agrarian communities of
Gadag. Following a com-
prehensive three-day
ground inspection by Cabi-
net Minister Basavaraj Ra-
yareddy, the district report-
ed estimated agricultural
and horticultural damages
soaring to 3164 crore.
During the video confer-
ence, the Joint Director of
Agriculture for Gadag pro-
vided an urgent briefing to
the state leadership, high-
lighting the district's proac-
tive yet desperate measures.
Recognizing the impending
crop failures, the local ad-
ministration has successful-
ly mobilized a massive in-
surance registration drive.
To date, an impressive
152,349 local farmers have
been registered under the
state's flagship crop insur-
ance scheme (PMFBY),
splitting into roughly
139,000 agricultural culti-
vators and 12,000 horticul-
tural workers. However, the
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A STATEWIDE CALL FOR EMPATHY, TRANSPARENCY, AND DEGENTRALIZED GOVERNANGE
Drought crisis: State demands "Team Karnataka" approach

MANDYA: GROWERS IN CRISIS
Directives for Mandya

m Alternative cropping: Officials must immediately initiate
aggressive awareness campaigns to transition farmers
away from water-intensive crops like paddy and sugar-

cane, promoting drought-resistant alternatives.

ing and a devastating lack of
rainfall severely affecting
crop yields, the government
announced emergency relief
measures, including the distri-
bution of 1,00,000 fodder kits
and the authorization of
51,000 man-days of labor un-
der the VB-G Ram G employ-
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ment scheme to curb rural
migration.The sprawling vir-
tual summit brought dis-
trict-level administrators, po-
lice chiefs, and local pancha-
yat officials face-to-face with
top state leadership, resulting
in tailored, region-specific di-
rectives aimed at stabilizing
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Directives for Gadag

= Immediate Compensation Tracking: Local officials are
tasked with monitoring the status of every registered
farmer’s insurance claim to prevent corporate delays.

m Livestock Protection: With neighboring states also
facing crop failures, fodder imports have dried up. Gadag
officials must prioritize the local distribution of the state’s

newly procured fodder Kkits.

= Employment Generation: Accelerate public works to en-
sure landless agricultural laborers have immediate access
to daily wage work, mitigating the risk of mass migration

to urban centers.

state leadership noted with
frustration that insurance
companies are dragging
their feet on disbursing le-
gitimate compensation. The
Deputy Chief Minister

promised swift interven-
tion, assuring that a sepa-
rate governmental inquiry
would be launched to force
insurance providers to ex-
pedite payouts.

CHITRADURGA: SECURING THE FUTURE

CHITRADURGA

The video conference in Chi-
tradurga highlighted the inter-
section of social justice and
digital innovation. The state
government announced a his-
toric, massive campaign to se-
cure the land rights of rural and
urban citizens through the issu-
ance of digitized property re-
cords—delivered entirely free
of cost and without the tradi-
tional hurdles of bribery.
Termed as a "land guarantee
scheme," the initiative aims to
distribute photographic, signed
e-Khatas (property certificates)
directly to the doorsteps of
11.1 million rural households
and 2.5 million urban families
within the next six months.
The Chief Minister framed this
as the unwritten "sixth guaran-
tee" of his administration, de-
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Directives for Chitradurga

m Doorstep Document Delivery: Execute the flawless,
bribe-free distribution of e-Khatas across all pancha-
yats and hoblis over the next two quarters.

= Digital Auditing: Mandate the use of modern technol-
ogy to verify beneficiary identities and cross-reference
welfare claims, effectively stopping “double billing.”

= Mandatory Field Inspections: Taluk-level officers,
including PDOs and Tahsildars, must submit daily ac-
tivity logs detailing their physical visits to local schools,

hospitals, and ashrams.

signed to provide absolute se-
curity to the hard-earned assets
of the working class.To ensure
the integrity of this massive
rollout, as well as the state's
existing welfare guarantees,
Chitradurga officials were in-
structed to embrace advanced
technology. By utilizing digital

records, biometric verification,
and comprehensive data scan-
ning across municipal and pub-
lic works departments, the
government intends to entirely
eliminate the scourge of fake
billing, duplicate beneficiaries,
and tampered property
documents.
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Karnataka’s agrarian econo-
my and reforming its public
services.Below are the de-
tailed reports from key dis-
tricts across the state, high-
lighting how local administra-
tions are translating the Chief
Minister’s grand vision into
immediate action.

MANDYA

The agricultural heartland of
Mandya is confronting a se-
vere climatic anomaly. During
Tuesday's extensive virtual
interaction, local officials pre-
sented a grim reality to the
state leadership: the district is
grappling with a staggering
70% rainfall deficit for the
crucial monsoon months of
July and August.

The acute lack of rain has
essentially stalled the sowing
season, forcing the district ad-
ministration to declare a lo-
calized monsoon failure. Re-
sponding to the crisis, the
Chief Minister instructed the
Agriculture Department and
district administrators to es-
tablish a seamless coordina-
tion network to shield farmers
from the brunt of the extreme
weather. The situation in Man-

Vijayapura: Conscience of governance

VIJAYAPURA

Adopting a deeply philosoph-
ical tone, the Chief Minister
addressed the civil servants of
Vijayapura with a reminder of
the historical weight their po-
sitions carry. "We do not want
to merely read or write histo-
ry; we are here to create it,"
he proclaimed, invoking the
legacies of architectural and
administrative pioneers like
Kengal Hanumanthaiah and
Sir M. Visvesvaraya.

The Chief Minister remind-
ed the bureaucrats that out of
Karnataka’s sprawling popu-
lation of over 70 million, only
a fraction—roughly 550,000
individuals—have been grant-
ed the privilege of govern-
ment employment. He framed
this not as a right to authority,
but as a sacred duty to serve
the public. Power, he noted, is
an opportunity bestowed by
the people, and success is
measured solely by how ef-
fectively that power translates
into public welfare.

He further proudly refer-
enced Karnataka's global
standing, noting that interna-
tional leaders often look to
Bengaluru before the national
capital—a testament to de-

Directives for Vijayapura

m The ‘Praja Seva’ Initiative:
Implementation of a new
public service framework
requiring swift, local reso-
lution to basic infrastruc-
ture demands like housing

and drinking water.

m Ethical Administration:
Employees were urged

to work according to their
conscience, embracing

a mantra of “sharing and

caring” rather than relying

on strict bureaucratic red

tape.

= Youth Empowerment:
Rapid rollout of the
‘Bharat Jodo Yuva Sangh’
to engage young people
in revolutionary public
service and community
building

cades of clean governance,
visionary investments by the
historic Maharajas, and the
enduring brilliance of the
state's human capital.

The focus now, he argued,
must be on ensuring that this
top-tier development reaches
the most marginalized rural
pockets of districts like Vijay-
apura.
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m Grassroots presence: Politicians and bureaucrats must
operate directly from the taluk level to prevent farmers from
having to travel long distances for grievance redressal.

m Strategic Water Management: Every drop of available
water must be mapped and prioritized for local agricultural
survival before interstate allocations are finalized.

dya is further complicated by
interstate water-sharing obli-
gations. The Cauvery Water
Management Committee has
recently mandated Karnataka
to release 12,000 cusecs of
water daily to neighboring
Tamil Nadu over the next
fortnight. Acknowledging the
anxiety this has caused among
local agriculturists, the Chief
Minister assured that the state

cabinet would review the wa-
ter release mandate in a
high-level meeting within the
coming days, keeping the in-
terests of Karnataka's farmers
at the absolute forefront.

In a strong rebuke of per-
formative governance, the
Chief Minister urged local
leaders to abandon "publici-
ty-driven programs” in favor
of concrete fieldwork.

Uttara Kannada: Zero tolerance official apathy

Directives for Karwar

m Strict Residency Rule: All government staff must physi-
cally reside within their assigned headquarters; violators
face immediate disciplinary action.

m Voter List Integrity: Following 100% digitization of elec-
toral rolls, Booth Level Officers (BLOs) must meticulously
verify all recent name deletions to ensure no legitimate

voter is disenfranchised.

= Radical Transparency: The deployment of public
complaint boards and the immediate publication of civil
servant contact directories to dismantle administrative

secrecy.

KARWAR

In Karwar, the Chief Minis-
ter’s message of transparency
was met with immediate, strict
implementation protocols by
the local administration. Dep-
uty Commissioner K. Lakshmi
Priya wasted no time in trans-
lating the state's broad guide-
lines into hard, non-negotiable
rules for the district's civil
workforce.

In a bid to eliminate the ab-
sentee-bureaucrat culture, the
district administration an-
nounced a severe crackdown
on officials living outside their
assigned headquarters. The
practice of officials commut-
ing from comfortable urban
centers to rural postings—of-

ten resulting in truncated
workdays—has been strictly
outlawed.To enforce this, Kar-
war is compiling a comprehen-
sive, transparent administra-
tive manual. By August 15, the
names, exact office locations,
verified mobile numbers, and
residential addresses of every
government employee in the
district will be made a matter
of public record. Furthermore,
anti-corruption mechanisms
are being heavily fortified.
Dedicated helplines and bold
informational boards will be
installed in every government
building, empowering citizens
to report bribery directly to the
Chief Minister's Office, which
is actively monitoring local-
ized complaints.

HAVERI: HONORING THE PAST, BUILDING THE FUTURE

HAVERI

The interaction in Haveri
carried a strong focus on
community cohesion and
democratic participation.
Addressing the district's of-
ficials, the Chief Minister
reiterated the urgent need to
decentralize problem-solv-
ing. Bureaucratic hurdles
should not force a farmer
from Haveri to travel to the
Vidhana Soudha in Bengal-
uru; rather, the Vidhana
Soudha's authority must be
exercised by the local
Tahsildar on the ground.

To foster cultural and so-
cial unity in the wake of ag-
ricultural distress, the state

Directives for Haveri:

m Democratic Vigilance: Officials must remain hyper-vig-
ilant regarding the SIR (voter roll revision) process,
particularly ensuring that marginalized groups, minorities,
and backward classes are not unjustly removed from the

electoral lists.

m Grassroots Grants: Facilitate the immediate establish-
ment and funding of Bharat Jodo Sanghas to promote
local unity and youth empowerment.

m Accountability Checkpoints: District officials were
warned that the state leadership will conduct random
audits and direct calls to welfare beneficiaries every three
months to independently verify that government services
are reaching the ground uncompromised.

announced the rollout of the
"Bharat Jodo Sanghas"
across all local panchayats.
Backed by an annual gov-

ernment grant of X10 lakh
per association, these grass-
roots groups are intended to
be hubs of youth engage-

ment, social harmony, and
localized talent develop-
ment. The administration
ordered that the membership
drives for these groups be
completed by the end of the
month, ensuring inclusion
across all communities and
demographics.Additionally,
a strong directive was issued
regarding the upcoming In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions. Education officers
were instructed to ensure
that every school—private
and public alike—partici-
pates vigorously in the na-
tional celebration, using the
moment to instill a sense of
shared civic responsibility in
the younger generation.
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Bidar leaders seek early
approval for railway bridges

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale and for-
mer Legislative Council
chairman Raghunath Rao
Malkapure have urged the
Union Railway Ministry to
speed up work on two im-
portant railway bridges in
Bidar.

They appealed for an
overbridge near the Shapur
railway gate and an under-
bridge near the old Adarsh
Colony railway gate.

The leaders met Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Union Min-
ister of State for Railways
and Jal Shakti V. Somanna
in New Delhi. They ex-
plained that the Detailed
Project Report process for
both projects was already

underway and requested
early approvals and funds
so construction could begin
without further delay.

They said railway gates
at Shapur and the old
Adarsh Colony cause daily
traffic jams and inconve-
nience to residents. An
overbridge and under-
bridge would help vehicles
move smoothly, reduce
waiting time and improve
safety near the railway
crossings. The leaders also
requested that the Vande
Bharat service currently
running up to Kalaburagi
be extended to Bidar. They
sought a new Bidar-Benga-
luru train through Kalabu-
ragi to improve connectiv-
ity.

Somanna responded pos-
itively and assured the del-

egation that the proposals
would be examined and
necessary action taken.
Beldale said continued ef-
forts would be made
through the Railway De-
partment to fulfil the
long-standing demands of
Bidar residents. MP B.Y.
Raghavendra, BJP district
president Somnath Patil,
MLASs Prabhu B. Chavan
and Sharanu Salagara, for-
mer MLAs Prakash Khan-
dre, and BJP leaders Peer-
appa Yaranalli, Kiran Patil,
Babu Wali, Baburao Kar-
bari, Basavaraja Arya and
Ishwar Singh Thakur were
present. The leaders said
improved railway infra-
structure would support
safer travel, ease conges-
tion and strengthen Bidar's
development.

SURESH HORAKERI'S LIBRARY SERVIC]§
INSPIRES KNOWLEDGE SEEKERS

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

National Librarians Day is
observed on August 12, mark-
ing the birth anniversary of
Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, regard-
ed as the father of library sci-
ence.

Dr. Suresh Dharmappa
Horakeri, a librarian and so-
cial worker, believes libraries
play a vital role in building
knowledgeable and responsi-
ble citizens. He says books
improve understanding, while
libraries make diverse knowl-
edge accessible to everyone.

Horakeri's work reflects
this belief. He has contributed
to library development and
social service through envi-
ronmental, educational and
cultural initiatives. He has
served as secretary of the

Rani Channamma Environ-
mental Service Committee
and Basava Environmental
Protection Committee, while
also supporting literacy and
science awareness activities.
His efforts connect books,
learning and community ser-
vice, giving libraries a wider
social purpose.

He earned his Ph.D. in Li-
brary and Information Sci-
ence under Dr. Gururaja Had-
agali at Karnataka University.
His career combines profes-
sional discipline with public
service.

He has helped develop li-
brary facilities, organized lit-
erary and cultural pro-
grammes, and encouraged
environmental awareness
through tree planting and wa-
ter conservation campaigns.

o B3
His commitment has earned
him several awards and hon-
ours.

Horakeri's simple and ser-
vice-oriented approach has
remained strong despite set-
backs and criticism. He val-
ues honesty, discipline, pa-
tience and respect for others,
and believes librarians should
understand readers and guide
them according to their inter-

- \ \
ests. He has also taken re-
sponsibilities in professional
and literary organisations,
including the Karnataka
Vachana Sahitya Parishad and
library associations. His work
has earned recognition from
educational and social organ-
isations.

His journey shows that a
librarian can be more than a
keeper of books.
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Vani Vilas Sagar to
close for safety
assessment

CHITRADURGA
Public access to Vani Vi-
las Sagar and Gayatri
reservoirs in Chitradurga
district will remain re-
stricted from August 12
to 16, officials said. The
temporary closure is be-
ing enforced as an Inde-
pendent Panel of Ex-
perts conducts a de-
tailed safety assess-
ment under the Dam
Safety Act, 2021. Ex-
perts will inspect both
reservoirs and review
their safety during the
five-day visit. Some ur-
gent dam safety works
will also be carried out
during this period. Offi-
cials have asked visitors
not to enter the reser-
voir areas and to coop-
erate with the restric-
tions. The inspectionis
aimed at ensuring the
dams remain safe and
secure.

Gadag fisheries invites
applications for
subsidy schemes

GADAG
Beneficiaries in Gadag
can apply online for
fisheries subsidy
schemes for 2026-27.
The schemes include
support for fish mar-
kets, two-wheelers and
ice boxes, pond con-
struction, fish farming,
fishing equipment Kits,
fish fry purchase and
stocking of Gram
Panchayat lakes. Spe-
cial assistance is avail-
able for Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled
Tribe fishermen. The
last date to submit ap-
plications is September
11. Applicants can apply
through www.gadasg.
nic.in. For details, con-
tact the Deputy Direc-
tor of Fisheries, or the
Assistant Directors in
Gadag and Mundaragi.
Officials urged appli-
cants to apply before
the deadline without
delay.

KARNATAKA

Parameshwara promises
support for drought-hit farmers

Parameshwara directed officials to stay at headquarters and address public
grievances promptly, with the new department ensuring faster solutions statewide

TUMAKURU

Deputy Chief Minister G.
Parameshwara on Tuesday
inspected drought-hit areas
and drinking water facilities
across Tumakuru district,
urging officials to treat the
situation as an emergency.

In Gubbi, he visited a
borewell drilled under the
Emergency Action Plan grant
at Yaduvanahalli and re-
viewed water availability and
supply arrangements for vil-
lagers.

In Kunigal, he visited Na-
ganahalli and Mandanapalya,
where arecanut plantations
were drying because of water
shortage. Farmers sought
drought relief and water
through the Hemavati Ex-
press Link Canal. Paramesh-
wara said the government
had approved Rs.1,000 crore
for the project, with Rs.450

crore already released. He
said objections from farmers
in Turuvekere and Chik-
kanayakanahalli would be
addressed through talks.

During a video conference,
Parameshwara directed offi-
cials to remain at their head-
quarters and respond quickly
to public problems. He said
the new Public Service De-
partment would help people
receive quicker solutions
from village offices to the
state headquarters.

He said drought had se-
verely affected groundnut,

AtaGlance

= Drought situation de-
clared an emergency for
officials

= ¥1,000 crore approved
for Hemavati canal
project

m ¥450 crore already re-
leased for project

= Farmers assured
drought relief and water
support

m One lakh quintals fod-
der seed distribution
planned

= Employment works to
prevent drought-driven
migration

arecanut and other crops,
while borewells had also
dried in some areas. The

government would support
farmers, ensure fodder sup-
ply and improve crop insur-
ance access. He noted that
Tumakuru Milk Producers
Union planned to distribute
one lakh quintals of fodder
seed across the district.

Parameshwara asked offi-
cials to repair rain gauges
and monitor rainfall. He said
weather officials had warned
of worsening drought condi-
tions in September. Officials
were told to speed up em-
ployment under the VB Ji
Ram Ji scheme, ensure time-
ly wage payments and pre-
vent migration.

In Chikkanayakanahalli,
he inspected dredging work
and distributed millet seeds
to farmers. He ordered an in-
quiry into an allegation that a
Gram Panchayat Develop-
ment Officer had demanded
money.
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CEO vacancy puts
Gadag administration
under pressure

CH NEWS,Malinagaraya pujar

Administrative work in
Gadag district is facing diffi-
culties as the Zilla Panchayat
has remained without a per-
manent Chief Executive Offi-
cer for nearly a year. District
Collector C.N. Sridhar is cur-
rently handling the additional
responsibilities of Zilla Pan-
chayat CEO and Municipal
Administration Officer, along
with his regular duties.

IAS officer Bharat, who
was serving as Zilla Pancha-
yat CEO, was transferred in
August 2025. Since then, the
government has not appointed
a permanent replacement. Cit-
izens and farmer organisa-
tions say the arrangement has
increased the workload on the
Collector and delayed the dis-
posal of important files.

The absence of elected bod-
ies has added to the concerns.
Elections to the Zilla Pancha-
yat, Taluk Panchayats and lo-
cal bodies have not been held,

“Officials are not willing to come to
Gadag district due to pressure from
influential former ministers of the
district, which is hampering the
development of the district. The
government should immediately take
steps to appoint a permanent CEQ”
Anil Menasinakai, BJP leader in
Gadag

leaving people with fewer
elected representatives to
raise local issues. Residents
claim this has affected the im-
plementation of rural and ur-
ban development programmes
and government welfare
schemes.

Several project files related
to drinking water, sanitation,
drainage and roads are report-
edly awaiting approval. The
district is also facing poor
rainfall, and preparations are
underway to assess the
drought situation. Citizens say
the shortage of senior officials
is making it harder to respond
quickly to these challenges.

Officials stress regular
deworming for healthy growth

CHITRADURGA

Taluk Health Officer Dr. B.V.
Girish urged children to take
deworming tablets every six
months, saying the simple
step can protect them from
worms, malnutrition and ane-
mia while supporting better
learning and healthy growth.

Girish spoke after children
were given the tablets at a Na-
tional Deworming Day pro-
gramme held at SMS
Pre-University College in the
city. The event was jointly or-
ganized by the district admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat,
health department, Taluk
Health Officer’s office and
Education Department, with
students and health workers
taking part.

District Health Education
Officer T. Krishnanayak
stressed that personal hygiene
is important. He advised peo-

ple to wash fruits and vegeta-
bles with clean water before
eating them and to wear foot-
wear while walking outdoors.
Sub-district Health Education
Officer Govindareddy Konnur
urged people to wash their
hands with soap before meals,
after using the toilet and after
handling garbage to reduce
infection risks and protect
health daily.

Officials said free Albenda-
zole tablets are provided to
children aged one to 19
through Anganwadi centres,
schools and colleges. The tab-
lets are given on February 10
and August 10. During it, 100
college students and 86 chil-
dren took the tablets. Children
who missed the dose will re-
ceive it on August 17. Offi-
cials urged families to keep
children healthy and make
deworming a regular habit for
better health.

Negligent Officials Will Face
Action, Minister Warns

CHITRADURGA

District In-charge Minister T.
Raghumurthy warned offi-
cials that disciplinary action
would follow if they neglect-
ed their duties or delayed
public services.

Speaking at the District Di-
saster Management Meeting
at the Zilla Panchayat Hall on
Tuesday, he asked officials to
work responsibly and solve
public problems without de-
lay.

Raghumurthy said officials
should conduct field inspec-
tions instead of relying only
on reports submitted during
meetings. He directed ta-
luk-level officers to remain at
their headquarters during
droughts and other emergen-
cies. Officials should not
leave without permission, he
said, adding that negligence,
financial irregularities and in-

Public meeting planned for
faster grievance resolution

Field inspections ordered
instead of relying reports

Headquarters stay mandato-
ry during drought emergen-
cies

Compensation sought for
1.18 lakh hectares

difference towards people
would not be tolerated.

He announced that a public
relations meeting would be
held to hear people's prob-
lems and provide quick solu-
tions. Applications concern-
ing roads, irrigation, land re-
cords and other departments
would be examined, with
concerned officials responsi-
ble for resolving them without

excuses.

Raghumurthy said Chitra-
durga was facing a serious
rainfall shortage and suggest-
ed recommendations for sow-
ing failure and interim crop
compensation.

He also urged officials to
ensure crop insurance benefits
reached farmers, horticulture
growers and silk producers.
Farmers can register millet
crops until August 14, and
more farmers were encour-
aged to enrol.

Deputy Commissioner T.
Venkatesh said proposals had
been submitted for insurance
and sowing-failure compensa-
tion covering 1.18 lakh hect-
ares. He said interim relief
would also be sought. Agri-
culture and horticulture offi-
cials said about 2.43 lakh
farmers were covered by crop
insurance schemes, benefiting
nearly 90% of farmers.

Journalists’
Society reports
profit, earns B

grade

KOLAR

The Kolar-Chikkaballapur
Working Journalists” Multi-
purpose Cooperative Society
recorded a net profit of
289,269 during 2025-26 and
secured a ‘B’ grade in its au-
dit. District Working Journal-
ists’ Association general sec-
retary Kagati Nagarajappa
urged members to remain
united and protect the soci-
ety’s welfare objectives.

Speaking at the annual gen-
eral body meeting at Yogi
Narayan Mutt in Kaivara,
Nagarajappa called for greater
membership opportunities for
journalists from Chikka-
ballapur district. Society pres-
ident K.S. Ganesh said the
organisation had entered its
19th year with strong member
participation.

Madilu Organization expands
support for rural schools

HUNSUR

Madilu Rural Development
Organization President and
State Mahila Congress Gener-
al Secretary Triveni D.M. said
government school students
from rural areas deserve
strong support and equal op-
portunities.

She made the remarks
while distributing free uni-
forms to 160 students at Gov-
ernment Higher Primary
School in Uddur village near
Bannikuppe.

Triveni said she became in-
terested in supporting the
school after seeing its stu-
dents represent the institution
at the state level. Her organi-
zation, which began in 2017,
has been conducting social
awareness programmes and
providing assistance to gov-
ernment schools across the
taluk. She thanked parents,
villagers and School Develop-
ment and Monitoring Com-

mittee members for their co-
operation.

She said the organization
plans to support more govern-
ment schools and organize a
free health camp soon for
people from rural areas.
Triveni recalled that several
national leaders, scholars and
scientists studied in govern-
ment schools and later
achieved distinction. She said
teachers and parents should
work together to help children
reach higher levels of educa-
tion and bring recognition to
government schools.

During the programme, free

sarees were also distributed to
kitchen staff. The SDMC and
parents honored Triveni for
her social service. SDMC
President Beeregowda, for-
mer Taluk Panchayat member
Prasannakumar B.D., Vice
President Lakshemagawda,
committee members, Head
Teacher Dinesh, teachers, vil-
lage leaders and residents at-
tended the programme. Trive-
ni said her organization would
continue supporting education
and community welfare with
commitment and encouraged
everyone to join efforts to
build a better society.

MLA Harish Gowda encourages
children to pursue higher education

HUNSUR

MLA Cheeti Harish Gowda
said it was a matter of great
joy to see the Hunsur Taluk
Sound and Light Owners
Association growing, work-
ing actively and bringing
members together.

He praised the association
for its efforts and assured
members of continued sup-
port in their future activities
and development.

The association held its
first anniversary programme
at Salim Palace in the city.
Children of members who
pursued medical education
abroad and other talented
students were honored with
awards, mementos and flo-
ral tributes were offered to
portraits of actor and ac-
tress Janaki. Gowda said
members work hard and
should also focus on educa-
tion and health.

He recalled his promise to
provide Rs 2 lakh when the

association was formed. He
had initially given Rs 1 lakh
and handed over the re-
maining Rs 1 lakh during
the anniversary programme.
HUDA President H.P. Ama-
rnath praised the associa-
tion for bringing Hindu,
Muslim and Christian com-
munities together in friend-
ship. He assured support for
getting a HUDA site under
rules.

Former MLA H.P. Manju-
nath was thanked for pro-
viding insurance facilities
to members and promising
support for development
work. Religious leaders,
former City Council mem-
ber Ramesh Devaraja Wod-
eyar, Aaqib Apsare, Dr. Lo-
hit and association of-
fice-bearers attended. The
programme ended with a
renewed promise to
strengthen the association,
support members and pro-
mote unity in Hunsur com-
munity.

Savita Samaj seeks Sachin Patil for Gadag Congress leadership

GADAG

Gadag District Savita Samaj
president Krishna H. Hada-
pada has urged Congress
leaders to appoint Sachin D.
Patil as president of the
Gadag District Congress
Committee.

He said Patil’s leadership
could strengthen the party
and help it perform well in
upcoming local body elec-
tions.

A delegation of district
leaders and Savita Samaj rep-
resentatives met AICC secre-
tary and district chief observ-
er Vivek Bansal, who was in
Gadag to review the party’s

GADAG CONGRESS NEEDS FIGHTER, SAYS RAVI-
KUMAR REDDY

Former Gadag District Youth Congress president Raviku-
mar Reddy has urged the party high command to appoint
Sachin Patil as the district Congress president. Reddy said
the district needs a leader who works directly with party
workers instead of remaining in an office. He praised Patil
as a grassroots leader who has supported and encouraged
young people in the party. Comparing Patil’s role with D.K.
Shivakumar’s organizational skills in Karnataka, Reddy de-
scribed Patil as a troubleshooter who can strengthen the
party at the district level. He said appointing Patil would
help improve the party’s organization and survival.

situation and workers’ con-
cerns. The delegation submit-
ted a petition seeking Patil’s
appointment and highlighted
his organisational experience

and public work.

Hadapada praised Patil’s
contribution to education
through the K.H. Patil Col-
lege and Polytechnic institu-

tions. He said Patil had
helped provide quality edu-
cation to students from poor
and disadvantaged families
and had personally supported
some students facing finan-
cial difficulties. He described
Patil as a leader who re-
mained connected with ordi-
nary people.

He also credited Patil with
helping party workers secure
opportunities in Gram Pan-
chayats, Taluk Panchayats,
Zilla Panchayats, municipal-
ities and other local bodies.
Hadapada said Patil had the
ability to bring workers to-
gether during disagreements
and maintain unity despite

differences.

The delegation said Patil’s
public contact, organisational
skills and ability to under-
stand the district’s social di-
versity made him suitable for
the post. Former Youth Con-
gress president Ravikumar
Reddy, Savita Samaj treasur-
er Arun Rampur, Nagar
Sabha member Chummi Na-
daf, youth leader Anilkumar
Siddamanahalli and social
activist Abdulmunaf Mulla
were among those present.
Hadapada urged AICC and
KPCC leaders to consider the
demand and appoint Patil to
strengthen the Congress or-
ganisation in Gadag.

Gadag attracts major
investments in wind

energy

CH NEWS,Malinagaraya pujar

Gadag district is emerging
as a major wind power cen-
tre in Karnataka, with more
than 800 wind turbines in-
stalled across rural areas.

Private companies are de-
veloping projects by taking
agricultural and hill land
from farmers on long-term
leases. The district’s strong
and regular winds, especial-
ly around Kappatagudda,
have attracted large renew-
able energy investments.

More than 214 turbines
have been installed around
Mundargi and over 30 in
Shirahatti. New projects are
also progressing in Laksh-
meshwar, Lakkundi and oth-
er areas. Modern turbines
with capacities ranging from
3.3 MW to 5.2 MW are be-
ing installed. Some turbines
have towers around 140 me-
tres high, with blades reach-
ing nearly 70 metres. These
machines can generate pow-
er even when wind speeds
are relatively low.

The district has projects
involving companies such as
ReNew, Tata Power, Ayana
Renewables, Suzlon Energy,
NTPC and others. Power
generated from these proj-
ects is supplied to the elec-
tricity grid, including
through agreements with

Hubballi Electricity Supply
Company. Karnataka con-
tributes significantly to In-
dia’s wind power produc-
tion, while the state aims to
expand renewable energy
capacity further by 2030.

However, the rapid
growth of wind projects has
also raised concerns among
local residents. People liv-
ing near turbines have com-
plained about constant noise
from rotating blades. Birds
and bats are reportedly at
risk of colliding with tur-
bine blades. Large vehicles
transporting equipment have
also damaged some rural
roads. Farmers have ex-
pressed concern about the
use of agricultural land for
projects and possible effects
on farming.

The district’s growing
wind energy sector could
provide clean electricity and
strengthen Karnataka’s re-
newable energy goals. At
the same time, residents say
development should protect
farmland, wildlife and local
communities. They want au-
thorities and companies to
address environmental con-
cerns, repair damaged roads
and ensure farmers receive
fair benefits. A balanced ap-
proach will be important as
Gadag expands its role in
renewable energy.
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Karnataka Congress: Leadership transition
and the challenge of internal unity

P.SUNIL KUMAR, EDITOR
CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka’s political land-
scape has entered a sensitive
phase, with leadership equa-
tions, cabinet representation
and competing ambitions
within the Congress emerg-
ing as important factors in
the functioning and stability
of the government. The tran-
sition of leadership from
Siddaramaiah to D.K. Shiva-
kumar marks a significant
political development for the
Congress in Karnataka. Shi-
vakumar’s elevation to the
Chief Minister’s position
follows years of organisa-
tional work, political strug-
gle and his persistent ambi-
tion to lead the State. How-
ever, a leadership change of
this magnitude inevitably
alters the balance of power
within the ruling party and
tests its ability to manage
competing interests. For Sid-
daramaiah, the transition is
equally significant. Having
led the government with his
own administrative priorities
and political vision, relin-
quishing the Chief Minis-
ter’s position under an ar-
rangement involving the
Congress high command
naturally changes his role
and influence within the

government. The challenge
for the Congress, therefore,
is not simply about who oc-
cupies the Chief Minister’s
chair, but how the political
consequences of the transi-
tion are managed. Cabinet
formation has consequently
become crucial. Siddara-
maiah is understood to have
suggested certain names for
inclusion while expressing
reservations about the con-
tinuation of some existing
ministers, including, report-
edly, Zameer Ahmed Khan.
The matter has assumed
greater political significance
amid allegations and internal
complaints concerning the
conduct of certain leaders
during political campaigning
in Davangere. Questions
have reportedly been raised
within party circles over
whether some activities there
worked against the interests
of the Congress and leaders
associated with Siddara-
maiah. Claims have also sur-
faced regarding an audio
conversation allegedly con-
nected to the controversy.
Unless independently au-
thenticated or officially con-
firmed, such claims must be
treated with caution. Never-
theless, reports that these
concerns reached the Con-
gress high command indicate
unease within sections of the
State leadership. The report-
ed decision by Siddaramaiah
to stay away from the swear-
ing-in ceremony carries po-
litical symbolism. When a
senior leader of his stature
distances himself from an
important government event,
it inevitably sends a message
to legislators, party workers

and the public.

ATEST FOR THE HIGH
COMMAND

The Congress high command
now faces a delicate balanc-
ing act. D.K. Shivakumar
requires sufficient political
authority to establish his
leadership and deliver an ef-
fective government. At the
same time, Siddaramaiah re-
mains one of Karnataka Con-
gress’s most influential mass
leaders, with considerable
administrative experience
and political support. Allow-
ing the transition to become
a confrontation between rival
camps would be politically
costly. Governments do not
suffer only because of Oppo-
sition pressure. Internal mis-
trust, competing power cen-
tres and unresolved grievanc-
es can cause equally serious
damage. The Congress must
therefore ensure that dis-
agreements over cabinet po-
sitions, political appoint-
ments and leadership influ-
ence do not overshadow
governance. Shivakumar
now carries the responsibility
of demonstrating that his op-
portunity to lead Karnataka
is about administration, de-
velopment and collective
leadership rather than the
fulfilment of personal politi-
cal ambition. His ability to
accommodate senior leaders,
maintain legislative unity
and establish an effective
working relationship with
Siddaramaiah will be critical.
Siddaramaiah, too, has an
important role. His experi-
ence and influence remain
valuable political assets. A
constructive relationship be-

tween the two leaders could
strengthen the government;
an escalating rivalry could
weaken it considerably.

UNITY MUST PREVAIL OVER
PERSONAL AMBITION

Karnataka’s electorate ex-
pects stability, development
and accountable governance
not prolonged struggles over
positions, portfolios and po-
litical supremacy. The Con-
gress leadership in Delhi
must therefore act with polit-
ical maturity, ensuring a
workable balance between
the State’s senior leaders
while addressing genuine
grievances before they de-
velop into larger disputes.
Leadership transitions are
rarely easy, particularly
when powerful leaders com-
mand their own political
constituencies. Yet the suc-
cess of any government ulti-
mately depends on whether
individual ambitions can be
subordinated to collective
responsibility. For D.K. Shi-
vakumar, the Chief Minis-
ter’s chair represents the
culmination of a long politi-
cal journey. For Siddara-
maiah, the transition marks a
new phase of his political
career. For the Congress,
however, the issue is larger
than either individual. The
decisive question is whether
the party can transform a
difficult leadership transition
into collective strength or
allow internal differences to
become its greatest political
vulnerability. The answer
could determine not only the
stability of the government,
but also the future direction
of the Congress in Karnataka.

Bengaluru has been cleaned

up; Now, let’s ke

PRADIVYA NAMBIAR
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

There is something almost
unfamiliar about Bengaluru
these days: you can see the
city again.

The recent clean-up drive
led by Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda has brought a
visible and, frankly, wel-
come change to several parts
of the city. Roads look clear-
er. Pavements are more ac-
cessible. The clutter that had
slowly become accepted as
an unavoidable part of ev-
eryday Bengaluru has, at
least for now, been pushed
back. And the difference is
not subtle.

Personally, I have not seen
Bengaluru this clean in a
long time. For those who re-
member the city as lush,
green and relatively open,
this is a welcome reminder
of what Bengaluru can look
and feel like when public
spaces are actually re-
claimed. It is a good begin-
ning. But it cannot remain a
beginning. Because Bengal-
uru has seen clean-up drives
before. The familiar cycle is
simple: enforcement arrives,
roads are cleared, pavements
are reclaimed and then,
slowly, the carts return, ven-
dors creep back onto pave-
ments and parking once
again takes over whatever
space is available. By eve-
ning, some of the very roads
that look impressively clear
during the day can begin to
tell a different story. That is
the real test of this exercise.

A city cannot be managed
through occasional drives. It
needs consistent enforce-
ment. If a pavement is
cleared today, it must still be
a pavement tomorrow. If an
encroachment is removed, it
should not be allowed to re-
appear gradually because
nobody is watching.

There is also a larger ques-
tion of balance. Street ven-
dors are part of Bengaluru’s
social and economic fabric,
and the answer cannot simply
be to push them from one
street to another. But neither
can the public be expected to
surrender pavements and
roads indefinitely. The city
needs designated spaces,

clear rules and, above all, pre-
dictable enforcement. The
same urgency applies to park-
ing. Bengaluru’s roads are
already under enormous pres-
sure. Yet on major roads, ve-
hicles are routinely parked
wherever their owners please.
On narrower streets, double
parking can turn an inconve-
nience into gridlock within
minutes.

We cannot celebrate a road
being cleared of encroach-
ments while allowing parked
vehicles to become the next
encroachment. Parking en-
forcement therefore needs to
become an integral part of the
clean-up, not an afterthought.
Main roads, narrow arterial
stretches and high-traffic
neighbourhoods require reg-
ular monitoring. A public
road is not an extension of
someone’s private parking
space. But there is another
uncomfortable truth that we,
as citizens, need to confront.
A government can clear a
street. It cannot follow every
individual carrying a food
wrapper. Walk through al-
most any busy part of Benga-
luru and you will see it:
someone finishes eating and
drops the wrapper on the
pavement; another throws a
piece of paper onto the road,;
someone spits wherever they
please; garbage is left beside
an overflowing bin rather
than inside it. These are not
always failures of municipal
administration. They are per-
sonal choices.

We cannot blame the gov-
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ernment for every act of
poor hygiene committed by
citizens themselves. There is
a moral responsibility that
comes with living in a city.
If we expect the government
to clean our streets, we also
have a responsibility not to
dirty them in the first place.
The same principle applies
to garbage, parking and pub-
lic spaces more broadly. We
cannot demand a cleaner
Bengaluru while treating the
road outside our own home,
office, shop or car as some-
body else’s problem.

Civic sense cannot be out-
sourced. That does not ab-
solve the government of its
responsibilities. The adminis-
tration must provide adequate
waste collection, enforce
rules, regulate parking, man-
age vending and maintain
public infrastructure. But cit-
izens have to meet the gov-
ernment halfway. A cleaner
Bengaluru will ultimately
require both: effective gover-
nance and responsible citi-
zenship. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, this clean-up has re-
minded Bengaluru of some-
thing we seem to have for-
gotten: the city’s greatest as-
set is not just its economy. It
is its environment.

The Bengaluru people fell
in love with was lush, green
and relatively open. It had
trees, neighbourhoods with
breathing space and streets
that did not feel permanently
overwhelmed. Much of that
character has been lost amid
rapid growth, poor planning

ep it that way
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and an increasingly casual
attitude towards public
space. This clean-up offers a
glimpse of that old Bengalu-
ru. The challenge now is to
resist the temptation to de-
clare victory too early. Will
the pavements still be clear
months from now? Will ven-
dors be given sustainable
and lawful spaces rather than
simply moved temporarily?
Will double parking still be
tolerated? Will enforcement
continue after the headlines
disappear? And will citizens
themselves stop treating
public spaces as dumping
grounds?

Krishna Byre Gowda de-
serves credit for demonstrat-
ing that change is possible
and that the deterioration of
Bengaluru’s public spaces is
not inevitable. But a clean
city is not created by a
clean-up campaign alone. It
is created by consistency
from the government and
from us. The government
must enforce. Citizens must
cooperate. The government
must provide. Citizens must
take responsibility.

The government can clean
the street. But it cannot stop
someone from throwing a
wrapper on it. That choice
belongs to us.

Bengaluru looks better to-
day. For once, there is a sense
that we may be getting a little
bit of our city back cleaner,
greener and more liveable.
Now, the responsibility is
collective. Let us make sure
we keep it that way.

Mindful career:
Choosing a path with
purpose, not pressure

DR. VIJAY GARG
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In today's fast-changing world, choos-
ing a career is no longer just about
earning a living. It is about finding
work that aligns with our values, inter-
ests, strengths, and aspirations. Yet
many students and professionals con-
tinue to make career decisions based on
social pressure, salary expectations, or
popular trends. A mindful career is an
alternative approach—one that encour-
ages thoughtful, informed, and purpose-
ful career choices.

A mindful career begins with
self-awareness. Before selecting a pro-
fession, individuals should understand
who they are. What are their interests?
What kind of work excites them? What
are their strengths and areas for im-
provement? A career chosen with
self-knowledge is more likely to bring
long-term satisfaction than one chosen
simply to impress others.

The modern workplace is evolving
rapidly due to artificial intelligence, au-
tomation, and digital transformation.
Jobs that were once considered secure
may disappear, while entirely new pro-
fessions continue to emerge. In such an
environment, career decisions should be
flexible rather than rigid. A mindful ca-
reer means preparing to learn continu-
ously, adapt to change, and acquire new
skills throughout life.

Another important aspect of a mind-
ful career is purpose. Financial stability
is important, but money alone cannot
guarantee happiness. People who find
meaning in their work often experience
greater motivation, resilience, and
well-being. Whether someone becomes
a teacher, engineer, artist, scientist, en-
trepreneur, healthcare worker, or farm-
er, every profession has value when it
contributes positively to society.

Unfortunately, many young people
compare themselves with others and
feel pressured to follow the crowd.
Some choose medicine because their
relatives expect it, engineering because
their friends are doing it, or government
jobs because they are considered pres-
tigious. Such decisions often lead to
frustration when personal interests and
career paths do not match. A mindful
career encourages independent thinking
instead of blind comparison.

Parents, teachers, and career counsel-
lors have a crucial role in supporting
mindful career decisions. Rather than
imposing their own dreams, they should

help students explore different possibil-
ities, understand emerging careers, and
recognize their unique talents. Open
conversations, career assessments, in-
ternships, mentoring, and real-world
exposure can help students make in-
formed choices.

Technology has expanded career op-
portunities beyond traditional profes-
sions. Fields such as data science, cy-
bersecurity, renewable energy, digital
marketing, robotics, environmental
science, content creation, sports man-
agement, biotechnology, and artificial
intelligence are creating exciting oppor-
tunities. A mindful individual remains
curious, explores these options, and
evaluates them carefully instead of fol-
lowing outdated assumptions.

Mental well-being is also connected
with career choices. People who con-
stantly work in fields they dislike often
experience stress, burnout, and dissat-
isfaction. On the other hand, those
whose work aligns with their interests
and values generally enjoy better emo-
tional health and stronger professional
commitment. Success is not merely
reaching a high position—it is main-
taining a healthy, balanced, and mean-
ingful life.

A mindful career also values ethics
and responsibility. Professional success
should never come at the cost of hones-
ty, compassion, or social responsibility.
Ethical professionals build trust,
strengthen institutions, and contribute
to sustainable development. Integrity is
as important as intelligence.

Students should remember that career
decisions are not one-time events. A
career is a lifelong journey of learning,
growth, and adaptation. Changing ca-
reers, upgrading skills, or pursuing
higher education are all normal parts
of professional life. The willingness to
learn is becoming more valuable than
any single qualification.

In conclusion, a mindful career is
about making conscious choices in-
stead of rushed decisions. It com-
bines self-awareness, continuous
learning, adaptability, purpose, and
ethical responsibility. As the world
of work continues to change, those
who choose their careers thoughtful-
ly will be better prepared not only
for professional success but also for
personal fulfillment. A mindful ca-
reer is ultimately not about finding
the highest-paying job—it is about
building a meaningful life through
meaningful work.

The Glamour of Ordinary Things

SANCHIA JOANNA S
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

There is a certain poise to the
ordinary, a glamour that re-
veals itself only when we give
the moment it is due. And it is
these, intricate fragments that
lend glamour to our day.

College is abundant of such
moments. Circles of friends
scattered across the green
park, their laughter overpow-
ering the bells. Lending a
hand with a friend’s bag, a
gesture so obscure, yet tender.
The ever- present chatter of
the campus the rhythm no one
composed yet everyone
knows.

The restless anticipation
outside the lifts, eyes flaring,
watching the numbers de-
scend as if the choice of a
door might change the course
of their day. The cafeteria
counter-staff who, with a fa-
miliar smile, remembers your
regular order before you even

utter a word making you feel
seen in a fleeting crowd. And
those keen helpers, who
sweep and brighten every cor-
ner, leaving the campus im-
maculate as if it were a sanc-
tuary of youth.

The slow drift of evening
breeze near Café Zamorin,
where a medley of depart-
ments bond over a coffee. The
dancers rehearsing in corners,
their speakers unleashing
beats that make students
around tap their feet in sync.
Security guards, with calm
smiles, straightening bikes
and aligning scooters as if ev-
ery wheel mattered. These
unspoken gestures, often
overlooked, are what make
belonging feel like home.

Meanwhile, sudden plans
sprout among friends an im-
pulsive café run, a reckless
bunk, an impromptu memory
etched forever. A friend un-
wraps tandoori momos, steam
twirling into the cool air with

the first bite, it is joy in the
simplest, spiciest form. Mon-
soon arrives, leaving the cam-
pus’ plants smiling, leaves
dripping in silver and walk-
ways glimmering. And in the
crowd, there are glances ex-
changed delicate, fleeting, as
though words would only di-
minish them.

The ID card, a quiet witness
to every ebb and flow, is more
like a second skin and a pass-
port to belonging. The bell
rings, and order gives way
where attention scatters like
birds set free.

This is the glamour of ordi-
nary things. Not chandeliers or
champagne, but cafeteria chat-
ter, resonating laughter, rain
slick trees, and the human
kindness of those who make
this place what it is. One day,
all of it will become ‘good old
days’. Until then, we live in-
side a film that unwraps itself
daily, a life that is ordinary
yet extraordinarily ours.
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240 lakh spent
from welfare
fund

Thiruvananthapuram
In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive, a cooperative society

has stepped in to strength-
en the cash-strapped Ker-
ala State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC), buy-
ing a bus with its public
welfare fund and offering it
to the state-run transport
utility. The Calicut City Ser-
vice Cooperative Society
has forked out Rs 40 lakh
to purchase a new KSRTC
bus, with the vehicle pro-
posed to operate on the
Kozhikode-Palak-
kad-Muthalamada-Par-
ambikulam route. Trans-
port Minister C.P. John on
Tuesday welcomed the ini-
tiative, describing it as a
strong example of how
public sector institutions
could be supported
through people’s
participation.

13-Year-Old
Tigress Diesin
Sundarbans

Kolkata
A Royal Bengal tigress,
aged about 13 years,
died at the Jharkhali Ti-
ger Rescue Centre in
Sundarbans in West
Bengal's South 24 Par-
ganas district, said for-
est department officials
on Tuesday. The physi-
cal condition of the ti-
gress suddenly deterio-
rated. Although forest
workers started treat-
ment quickly, the tigress
could not be saved. The
tigress died while un-
dergoing treatment. An
autopsy has already
been done on her body
to find out the real
cause of death.

Government diverting attention
from key issues: Venugopal

Cong MP accused Centre of diverting attention from alleged police brutality during
July 20 march by highlighting action against protesting students in Jharkhand

NEW DELHI

Congress MP K.C. Venugopal
accused the BJP-led Centre of
trying to divert attention from
alleged police brutality
against protesters during the
July 20 Parliament march by
highlighting police action
against student agitators in
Jharkhand.

Venugopal was reacting af-
ter NDA and Opposition MPs
staged rival protests outside
Makar Dwar of Parliament
over issues, including the
Jharkhand students’ agita-
tion, selective outrage and
repeated disruptions in the
House.

The Opposition demanded
that Union Home Minister
Amit Shah attend Parliament

and address the alleged po-
lice action against students
protesting examination irreg-
ularities in Jharkhand, in-
cluding allegations concern-
ing the use of pellet guns.
The NDA, meanwhile, ac-
cused the Opposition of
stalling parliamentary pro-
ceedings.

Speaking to reporters,
Venugopal said police action
against students was con-
demnable wherever it oc-
curred, but argued that the

AT AGLANCE

m Venugopal condemns po-
lice action against students.

m Opposition seeks Amit Shah'’s
presence in Parliament.

®m Rahul Gandhi backs
peaceful student protests.

m Congress calls for dia-
logue over force.

Jharkhand issue should not
be used to shift focus from
alleged excesses in Delhi.
His remarks came a day
after Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi condemned
the use of force against pro-
testing students in
Jharkhand. Gandhi said stu-

dents had a right to peaceful
protest and urged the state
government to continue dia-
logue and resolve their con-
cerns.Congress MP Amar
Singh also said the party op-
posed lathi-charge and any
use of force against students,
including when such action
involved a government allied
with the Congress. Pramod
Tiwari similarly said force
against students should be
condemned irrespective of
location.

Samajwadi Party MP
Pushpendra Saroj supported
the JIMM-led Jharkhand gov-
ernment amid the protests
but cautioned that the situa-
tion should not escalate into
another Jantar Mantar-like
confrontation.

Punjab Min slams Harbhajan
over Rajasthan video

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Cabinet Minister Har-
pal Singh Cheema on Tuesday
criticised former Indian crick-
eter and Rajya Sabha MP
Harbhajan Singh for sharing a
video from Rajasthan and al-
legedly presenting it as an
incident from Punjab.

Cheema said Harbhajan
Singh, who was sent to the
Rajya Sabha by the Aam Aad-
mi Party to represent Punjab
and raise issues concerning its
youth, should have used his
platform to encourage young-
sters to take up sports instead
of sharing content that al-
legedly tarnished the state’s
image.

Referring to the video,
Cheema said the Punjab Po-
lice had traced its origin to Sri
Ganganagar in Rajasthan and
established that it had no con-
nection with Punjab. He ac-
cused the BJP’s IT machinery

KEY INSIGHTS

® More than 3,000 sports
stadiums have been built
across Punjab.

® Another 6,000 sports
facilities are being
developed

m Cheema linked sports
investment to the state’s
anti-drug campaign.

® The minister said better
sporting opportunities could
help youth pursue healthy
and productive futures.

of picking up videos from
other states and portraying
them as incidents from Punjab
to malign the state and its
youth.

The minister also linked the
controversy to the state gov-
ernment’s ‘Yudh Nasheyan
Virudh’ campaign against

drugs.

He alleged that the BJP was
attempting to undermine the
progress made by the Bhag-
want Mann government in
tackling the drug menace.

Cheema said drug abuse
had intensified during the
2007-2017 SAD-BJP govern-
ment, claiming that terms
such as chitta and smack be-
came widely associated with
Punjab during that period.

He said the government
was simultaneously expand-
ing sports infrastructure to
provide young people with
alternatives to drugs. Accord-
ing to Cheema, more than
3,000 sports stadiums have
already been built across Pun-
jab, while another 6,000 are
under development.

The minister said invest-
ment in sports was aimed at
helping Punjab’s youth pursue
healthier and productive fu-
tures.

Extreme heat
becoming more
frequent and
intense: UN agency

GENEVA

Periods of extreme heat are
becoming more frequent,
intense and longer-lasting
as climate change warms
the planet, the U.N. weather
agency said on Tuesday,
noting changes since the fa-
mously hot European sum-
mer of 1976.

Parts of Europe are en-
during their fifth heatwave
of a summer marked by
drought, wildfires and re-
cord-breaking temperatures.
Extreme heat is becoming
more frequent, more in-
tense, it's lasting longer,
and covering much wider
areas than in the cooler cli-
mates of the past, John
Kennedy, the World Meteo-
rological Organization's
head of climate informa-
tion, told a press briefing in

i Geneva.

Rahul faces questions
over student protests in

Jharkhand

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) continues to question Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi's alleged dual ap-
proach where the Congress has
been aggressively protesting
against the Centre over reported
National Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET) irregulari-
ties and the Delhi Police action
while being restrained on simi-
lar issues in Jharkhand, where
his party is part of the coalition
government.

They argue that it took a spe-
cific question for the Congress
leader to spell out a rhetoric of
sorts on his party's stand on the
Jharkhand issue, and protesters
at Parliament entrance to seek
answers from Wayanad MP Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra.

As she was entering Parlia-
ment, Priyanka faced the
demonstration accusing Rahul
Gandhi of not visiting
Jharkhand amid the student ag-
itation and subsequent police

action.

The BJP has accused Con-
gress of hypocrisy for not criti-
cising its ally, the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM), and its
leader, Chief Minister Hemant
Soren.

Union Minister for Health
and Family Welfare J.P. Nadda
and Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju criticised Ra-
hul Gandhi and the Congress
for holding up Parliament, and
for exhibiting double standards
on student protests.

The ongoing Monsoon Ses-
sion has witnessed repeated up-
roars from the Opposition
benches, leading to repeated
adjournments of both Houses of
Parliament.

Opposition parties, spear-
headed by the Congress leader,
have been raising voice over the
NEET paper leak, to demand
accountability for police ac-
tions against protesters, and
also about alleged irregulari-
ties in Ayodhya Ram Mandir
donations.

BRICS cities urged t

s D
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MUMBAI

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Eknath Shinde
on Tuesday called upon
BRICS countries to strength-
en cooperation by sharing ad-
vanced technology, knowl-
edge, information and experi-
ences to address common ur-
ban challenges.

Speaking as the chief guest
at the BRICS Friendship Cit-
ies Conclave 2026 in Mum-
bai, Shinde said closer coop-
eration among cities could
provide fresh momentum to
global development and help

build sustainable, resilient and
citizen-centric urban centres.

He said cities were not
merely structures of brick and
concrete but engines of eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment. Referring to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s
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BJP leader shrugs off DMK-BJP
alliance buzz: Vanathi

CHENNAI

BJP leader Vanathi Srinivasan
on Tuesday played down
speculation about a possible
alliance between the BJP and
the DMK in Tamil Nadu, say-
ing political alliances would
be announced by the parties
concerned if and when such a
decision was taken.

Her remarks came amid re-
newed political discussions
over possible realignments in
the state following the forma-
tion of the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment headed by Chief

Minister C. Joseph Vijay. The
changing political landscape
and movement of leaders be-
tween parties have fuelled
speculation about new combi-
nations ahead of the next par-
liamentary election.

Several political leaders,
including former AIADMK
ministers, have shifted their
political affiliations since the
change of government.
Against this backdrop, sec-
tions of the ruling establish-
ment have also raised the pos-
sibility of the DMK and BJP
coming closer before the par-

liamentary polls.

The speculation gained fur-
ther attention following re-
marks by DMK MP Kani-
mozhi Somu, who said politi-
cal parties should be prepared
to support initiatives that were
beneficial to Tamil Nadu, ir-
respective of where they orig-
inated.

There are no permanent en-
emies or friends in politics.
Whatever is good for Tamil
Nadu, wherever it comes
from, we will certainly accept
and welcome it, Kanimozhi
Somu had said.

Centre empowers women panchayat leaders: Rajiv Ranjan Singh

NEW DELHI

The government has launched
a Specialised Training Module
as part of Shashkta Panchayat
Netri Abhiyan for the capacity
building of Women Elected
Representatives of Panchayati
Raj Institutions and to improve
their participation in democrat-
ic institutions, the Lok Sabha

BRICS URBAN COOPERATION
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vision, Shinde said urbanisa-
tion should be treated as an
opportunity rather than a
problem.

The deputy Chief minister
noted that cities across coun-
tries increasingly face simi-
lar challenges, including

was informed on Tuesday.

Panchayati Raj Minister Ra-
jiv Ranjan Singh, in a reply,
said that household responsibil-
ities, social hesitation and male
dominance during discussions
are some of the key factors
identified by a study for the
limited participation of women
in Gram Panchayats

The focus of the Shashkta

Panchayat Netri Abhiyan train-
ing module is to build the ca-
pacity of Women Elected Rep-
resentatives across different
aspects of rural governance and
enhance their knowledge and
practical skills for the effective
discharge of roles and respon-
sibilities as elected representa-
tives, thereby promoting wom-
en-led governance, he said.

o share innovation

rapid urbanisation, climate
change, floods, heatwaves,
traffic congestion, pollution,
water management and af-
fordable housing. He said
finding solutions to these
issues required cities to look
beyond national boundaries
and learn from one another.

Shinde stressed that suc-
cessful urban development
could not be measured only
through tall buildings or
modern skylines.

Instead, ease of commut-
ing, access to safe housing,
clean air, opportunities for
children and effective disas-
ter management should re-

main central to urban plan-
ning.

He said Maharashtra was
pursuing sustainable urban
development through stron-
ger infrastructure, digital
governance and climate-re-
sponsive planning.

Projects across Mumbai,
Nagpur, Pune, Nashik,
Thane and Chhatrapati Sam-
bhajinagar, he added, were
receiving renewed momen-
tum in areas such as metros,
roads, drainage, redevelop-
ment, affordable housing,
digital services, green infra-
structure and disaster
management.

India slams
Pakistan over
Pok violence

NEW DELHI

India strongly condemned al-
leged human rights violations
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) and other parts of Paki-
stan, calling on the interna-
tional community to hold Is-
lamabad accountable for what
it described as repeated abus-
es and flagrant violations.

Addressing a bi-weekly
media briefing in New Delhi,
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said more than 90 people had
beten killed and several others
injured in PoK amid protests
and growing public discon-
tent. He alleged that Pakistani
authorities had responded to
the unrest with bullets, black-
outs, repression and oppres-
sion.

Jaiswal was responding to
questions about alleged atroc-
ities in Balochistan, which
observed its 79th Indepen-
dence Day on Tuesday. He
said India continued to moni-
tor developments globally but
highlighted the situation in
PoK and other parts of Paki-
stan.

The MEA spokesperson
also referred to protests that
have taken place in PoK
during recent months, includ-
ing during and before elec-
tions. According to him, pub-
lic grievances had been met
with force, internet restric-
tions and repression, resulting
in significant casualties.

The protests, initially driv-
en by concerns over electrici-
ty prices and the rising cost of
essential commodities, have
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PoK Unrest

- Protests initially focused on
electricity and essential
commodity prices.

- Demands have expanded to
political reforms and greater
accountability.

- Internet restrictions and
alleged police brutality have
intensified concerns.

- India has called for
international scrutiny of
Pakistan’s actions.

expanded into demands for
political reforms, greater ac-
countability and more repre-
sentative governance.
Jaiswal said the develop-
ments had attracted interna-
tional attention and urged the
global community to take
note of the alleged violations
and hold Pakistan responsible.
The remarks came amid re-
ports and social media videos
alleging police brutality
during demonstrations, in-
cluding in Kotli, where wom-
en protesters were reportedly
seen fleeing as security forces
opened fire during a rally.

$125 CRORE CYBER FRAUD
NETWORK EXPOSED

SURAT

The Surat City Cyber Crime
Cell has arrested four alleged
members of a Jamtara-based
cyber fraud network from a
hotel in Patna after tracing a
fake PNB One.APK file used
to siphon Rs five lakh from a
local victim, with the investi-
gation so far uncovering 336
malicious APK files linked to
31,174 installations, 5,613
compromised devices and cy-
ber fraud worth Rs 125.39
crore across the country.

The arrests followed a tech-
nical investigation into a
complaint relating to a Rs
five lakh fraud reported in
May. According to the po-
lice, the victim received a
fake PNB One.APK file
through WhatsApp.

Once installed, the appli-
cation allowed the accused
to gain access to the phone
and subsequently transfer
Rs five lakh from the vic-
tim’s bank account without
their knowledge.

An FIR was registered at
the Surat Cyber Crime Po-
lice Station under sections
318(4), 336(2), 338,
336(3), 340(2), 61(2), 3(5)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023, and sections

66(c) and 66(d) of the In-
formation Technology Act.
Additional Commission-
er of Police (Crime)
Karanraj Vaghela said the
investigation was initially
focused on tracing the de-
veloper of the APK file.

Technical analysis led
police to Uttar Pradesh,
where they had earlier ar-
rested Rohit, a resident of
Kasganj district, who was
allegedly the main devel-
oper supplying fake APK
files to cyber criminals.

Rohit was a developer
who prepared APK files
according to the demands
of different cyber crimi-
nals.

Whether it was SBI,
Punjab National Bank,
Axis Bank, HDFC Bank or
UCO Bank, or names such
as hospitals, RTO challans
and customer support, he
developed files designed to
mislead victims and allow
cyber criminals to access
their accounts, Vaghela said.

Police said analysis of Ro-
hit’s laptop and mobile phone
indicated that he had devel-
oped and supplied more than
121 APK files, with data
linked to around Rs 64.38
crore in cyber fraud.

Adani thanks supporters after us
court verdict

AHMEDABAD

Gautam Adani, Chairman of
the Adani Group, took bless-
ings from the Almighty and
his parents, and thanked peo-
ple for keeping their faith in
him during tough times.

Taking the blessings from
God and his parents, Gautam
Adani thanked all those who
stood by him even during
tough times and kept their
faith in him, the Adani
Group said in an X post.

Earlier, a court in the US
dismissed all criminal
charges against him and oth-
ers in a case related to secu-
rities and wire fraud. Judge
Nicholas Garaufis of the
United States District Court
for the Eastern District of
New York dismissed all
criminal charges against the
Adani Group officials.

The billionaire industrialist
welcomed the US court’s de-

cision with humility and
deep respect for the judicial
process, as the court dis-
missed all criminal charges
against Gautam Adani, Sagar
Adani and their associate
Vneet Jaain.

Throughout this challeng-
ing period, our faith in truth,
fairness and the rule of law
remained unwavering, the
Adani Group Chairman said
in a post on X.

My deepest gratitude to
those who never lost faith in
us, in the system and in In-
dia’s capacity for justice,
said Gautam Adani.

Separately, the court final-
ised a settlement between the
Adanis and the US Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC), which will see the
former pay the US govern-
ment $18 million and for-
mally settle the civil securi-
ties fraud charges against
them.
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(Bl arrests Vishal
Paulin Sarkar murder
case

Kolkata

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) arrested

Oone more person in con-

nection with its ongoing

probe into the murder of

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) worker Avijit Sarkar,
who was killed during post
poll violence following the
2021 West Bengal Assem-
bly elections.

The arrested person has
been identified as Vishal
Paul, also known as Gopal
Das. He was taken into
custody by CBI sleuths
from Madhyamgram in
North 24 Parganas district
of West Bengal. Officials
said he had been abscond-
ing for a long time. Last
week, the CBl arrested an-
other absconding accused
in the case, Arup Das, from
Assam.

521 people rescued
from flood-hit areasin
MP

Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav on
Tuesday reviewed the
flood situation in the state
from the State Disaster
Management Situation
Room and interacted with
officials as well as people
rescued from affected are-
as, amid continued rainfall
and rising water levels in
rivers and streams. Yadav
visited the Home Guards
headquarters in Bhopal
and reviewed the situation
in different parts of the
state through video con-
ferencing. During the re-
view, he was informed that
527 people had so far been
rescued from flood affect-
ed areas. The Chief Minis-
ter also spoke directly to
some of the rescued peo-
ple and enquired about
their well being and the
assistance being provided
to them.

India ranks sixth-largest
economy at $3.92 trillion

India ranked as the world’s sixth-largest economy in 2025-26, with a
nominal GDP of $3.92 trillion, Parliament was informed

NEW DELHI

India emerged as the world’s
sixth-largest economy in
2025-26, with a nominal GDP
of $3.92 trillion, according to
the International Monetary
Fund’s April 2026 World Eco-
nomic Outlook, Parliament
was informed on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary said
the ranking was based on
nominal GDP measured at
prevailing US dollar ex-
change rates. He cautioned
that India’s position could
change depending on eco-
nomic growth, currency
movements, prices, revisions
to national accounts and the
performance of other major
economies.

The government, he said,
has adopted a broad-based
strategy to strengthen India’s
growth potential, with a focus

R

on agriculture, manufacturing,
infrastructure, logistics, MS-
MEs, innovation and re-
search.

Manufacturing growth is
being supported through Pro-
duction-Linked Incentive
schemes and the relaxation of
certain Quality Control Or-
ders, while infrastructure de-
velopment is being driven by
public investment, PM Gati
Shakti and the National Lo-
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gistics Policy.

The government is also
seeking to attract investment
through higher public capital
expenditure, a liberalised for-
eign direct investment policy
and tax reforms covering di-
rect taxes and the Goods and
Services Tax.

Chaudhary said India was fur-
ther working to strengthen its
external competitiveness by ex-
panding its network of free trade

Global rank: 6th

Nominal GDP: $3.92T

Reference period: 2025-26

Source: IME, April 2026 WEO

FPI gross sales: Rs 29.8 L Cr

Data period: January-Au-
gust 5, 2026

and economic partnership agree-
ments.

He added that maintaining
macroeconomic stability
through fiscal management and
price stability remained a key
priority. Foreign portfolio in-
vestment also remained substan-
tial, with gross FPI sales reach-
ing Rs 29.8 lakh crore between
January and August 5, 2026.

NASA invites ISRO to join
moon base programme

NEW DELHI

India and the United States
have discussed expanding
cooperation in human space-
flight, scientific research,
lunar exploration and com-
mercial space activities,
with NASA inviting ISRO to
participate in its Moon Base
programme during high-lev-
el bilateral talks held in
Bengaluru earlier this
month, the US Ambassador
to India, Sergio Gor said on
Tuesday.

The two-day meeting was
held at the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation’s
(ISRO) headquarters in Ben-
galuru on August 5 and 6
and brought together offi-
cials from ISRO, NASA and
the US State Department to
review ongoing projects and
identify new opportunities
for cooperation.

“NASA has invited ISRO
to join its Moon Base pro-
gram, deepening the

U.S.-India deep space part-
nership! The news came as
StateDept and NASA co-
chaired the 9th Civil Space
Joint Working Group in
Bengaluru, advancing the
TRUST initiative,” he said
in a post on social media
platform X.

A key outcome of the dis-
cussions was NASA’s invita-
tion to ISRO to join its
Moon Base programme, re-
flecting growing collabora-

tion between the two coun-
tries in lunar exploration.

The proposal builds on co-
operation under the Artemis
Accords, a framework de-
signed to promote interna-
tional partnerships for the
peaceful exploration of the
Moon and beyond.

Both sides also agreed to
continue discussions on
sharing open scientific data
under the Artemis frame-
work and explored opportu-
nities for future partnerships
in space science, advanced
technologies and human
spaceflight.

The talks come on the
heels of the successful
launch of the NASA-ISRO
Synthetic Aperture Radar
(NISAR) mission, a land-
mark joint project aimed at
monitoring changes on
Earth’s surface and support-
ing scientific research relat-
ed to natural hazards, eco-
systems and environmental
changes.

Kerala HC
suggests pension
hike for freedom

fighters

KOCHI

With only around 60 freedom
fighters now surviving in Ker-
ala, most of them aged above
90, the Kerala High Court
asked the Centre and the state
government to consider cre-
ating a special welfare fund
for them, including a mecha-
nism to accept public contri-
butions.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Soumen Sen and Jus-
tice V.M.Syam Kumar issued
the direction while disposing
of a public interest litigation
filed by Sabu Stephen seek-
ing greater welfare measures
and recognition for freedom
fighters.

The petitioner told the
court that around 60 freedom
fighters were currently living
in Kerala, of whom 27 were
receiving the Central govern-
ment’s freedom fighters’ pen-
sion and 33 the State pension.

‘50 lakh dairy farmers
receiving credit card benefits’

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh announced that the
number of animal husbandry
farmers getting access to in-
stitutional credit under the
Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
scheme more than tripled to
50.42 lakh in 2025-26 from
15.08 lakh in 2021-22.

The Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying Minister
further stated that India’s an-
nual milk production reached
247.87 million tonnes in
2024-25, comfortably sur-
passing domestic demand of
243 million tonnes, while to-
tal dairy exports reached
$407.18 million in FY 2025—
26.

To boost long-term yield
and genetic resilience, the
Ministry is actively expand-
ing flagship schemes such as
the Rashtriya Gokul Mission

(RGM) and the National
Livestock Mission (NLM).

The Centre has been imple-
menting Rashtriya Gokul
Mission (RGM) since Decem-
ber 2014 for development and
conservation of indigenous
breeds, genetic upgradation of
bovine population and en-
hancement of milk production
and productivity, thereby
making milk production more
remunerative to farmers.

In order to promote scien-
tific breeding and improve
fodder quality in the country,
the Department of Animal
Husbandry & Dairying is also
implementing the scheme of
National Livestock Mission
since the financial year 2014-
15.

The scheme is aimed at em-
ployment generation, entre-
preneurship development,
increase in per animal produc-
tivity and thus targeting.

SC UPHOLDS FREEZE ON TMC
BANK ACCOUNTS

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court declined
to interfere with the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s (ED)
freezing of three bank ac-
counts of the Trinamool Con-
gress in connection with an
alleged money laundering
probe, while allowing the ex-
isting interim arrangement for
the party to meet its day-to-
day expenses under the super-
vision of a court-appointed
Special Officer.

A Bench of Justices M.M.
Sundresh and Prasanna B.
Varale was hearing a plea
filed by the Trinamool faction
led by Mamata Banerjee,
challenging the Calcutta High
Court’s order refusing to grant
interim relief against the ED’s
freezing of the three HDFC
Bank accounts.

The apex court also dis-

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE POLICY

posed of a separate petition
filed by rebel TMC leader
Biswanath Das, who had
challenged the Calcutta High
Court’s order, contending that
he represented the “real par-
ty”.

The Justice Sundresh-led
Bench observed that the order
of the High Court was a “bal-
anced” arrangement as it en-
sured that the party’s day-to-
day operations were not
stalled while keeping the op-
eration of the accounts under
judicial supervision.

“We will not say any-
thing. We will dis-
pose of both the
matters and leave it
to the discretion
of the Special
Officer appoint-
ed by the High
Court. What-
ever you want

—

to say, say it in the main peti-
tion,” the top court said.

The Supreme Court clari-
fied that it was not concerned
with the dispute between the
rival factions of the party and
was only examining the lim-
ited issue concerning the op-
eration of the frozen bank
accounts.

It left it open to the parties
to raise their respective objec-
tions before the Special Offi-
cer and in the main proceed-
ings pending before the Cal-
cutta High Court.

Senior advocate Kapil

Sibal, appearing for the
. Trinamool, submitted
that while the alleged
proceeds of crime
were around Rs 160
crore, more than Rs

400 crore was ly-

ing in the frozen

bank accounts.

India rejects
China’s Arunachal
objection

NEW DELHI

India firmly rejected China’s
objection to New Delhi’s deci-
sion to identify 27 locations in
Arunachal Pradesh by their
Indian names, reiterating that
the northeastern state is an “in-
alienable and integral” part of
the country.

Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said nothing could alter the
“indisputable reality”. His re-
marks came after Beijing
termed India’s move “null and
void” and objected to the use
of Indian names for locations
in Arunachal Pradesh.

“Arunachal is an inalien-
able and integral part of India
and this is a fact which is
self-evident. At the same
time, let me also underline
that nothing can change this
indisputable reality,” Jaiswal
said at a media briefing in
New Delhi.

Jaiswal also underlined that
India considers border issues
with China among the most
serious aspects of the bilateral
relationship. He said main-
taining peace and tranquillity
along the Line of Actual Con-
trol remains essential and that
the situation on the border
would have a direct bearing
on broader India-China ties.

India firmly rejected
China’s objection to
Indian names for 27
Arunachal Pradesh
locations, stressing that
the state’s territorial
status remains
unchanged and
indisputable despite
Beijing’s objections

IN FOCUS

m |ndia calls Arunachal
Pradesh an integral part
of the country.

® China had termed India’s
naming move “null and void”

®m MEA linked border
peace to broader bilater-
al relations.

® India and China reviewed
the LAC situation at the
36th WMCC meeting.

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

howdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020
Date: 11.08.2026

No. BDA/EE(East)/ TEN/501/2026-27
INVITATION FOR SHORT-TERM TENDER (IFT)

(Two Cover System) (Through GoK e-Procurement platform https:/lkppp.karnataka.gov.in)

The Executive Engineer, East Division, Bangalore
Development Authority (BDA), Bengaluru, on behalf of the
Commissioner, BDA, Bengaluru, invites tenders from eligible
Tenderers through GoK e-Procurement portal (https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in) for Maintenance Work of Varthur
Lake. Approx. e-value of work: Rs. 530.00 Lakhs. EMD:
Rs. 8.00 Lakhs. Period of completion (Including Monsoon):
11 Months. Bid Due date: 24.08.2026 up to 16.30 hrs.
Technical bid opening: 25.08.2026 at 17.00 hrs. For further
details, please log on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in or call
e-Procurement help desk on 080-46010000/68948777 and
e-Procurement Cell Contact No: 080-22230960, 080-22234115
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) B @BDAOfficialGok

Sd/- Executive Engineer, East Division, BDA, Bengaluru

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

No.: BDA/EE(NPKL)/Tender/2026-27/213
CORRIGENDUM-1

Sub: "Work to install CCTV cameras in required locations of
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda Layout".

Ref.: Tender Notification No. BDA/EE NPKL/Work TN/168/
2026-27, Dt: 03.08.2026.

With reference to the above Subject, Tender has been
published on 06.08.2026 in Newspapers. The Corrigendum is
issued due to technical reasons. Following clarification is
provided, remaining tender conditions will remains same.

Date: 11.08.2026

;l' AS PUBLISHED TO BE READ AS
1. ["Work to install CCTV|"Work to install CCTV
camerasinrequired locations | cameras  in  required

of Nadaprabhu Kempegowda | locations of Nadaprabhu

Layout" Kempegowda Layout"
No. BDA/EE(NPKL)/Tender/ | No. BDA/2026-27/OW/
2026-27 WORK_INDENT254/Call-2

Applicant may download bidding documents from the
e-procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) B @BDAOfficial Gok

Sd/- Executive Engineer, NPKL Division,

BDA, Bengaluru

DESI FARMS INDIA LIMITED
(formerly known as SER Industries Limited)
CIN: L60231KA1963PLC004604
Regd. Address: Chikkakuntanahalli Village, Bidadi Hobli Ramnagaram Taluk, Bangalore,
Karnataka, India, 562109 Corporate Office: Plot No 79, 501, 5" Floor Lalwani House,
Sakore Nagar Viman Nagar, Pune, Maharashtra, Ind|a 411014
Email: info.serindustries@gmail.com | Website: https://www.desifarmsindia.org/

EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
THE 1°" QUARTER ENDED 30.06.2026

(Figures in Lakhs),

Government steps up menstrual health support

NEW DELHI

The Centre Informed the Ra-
jya Sabha that the Menstrual
Hygiene Policy for school-go-
ing girls is being implemented
through coordinated action by
states and Union Territories to
ensure access to safe and af-
fordable menstrual hygiene
measures in schools.
Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Anupriya
Patel, in a written reply, said
the Union government imple-
ments the Menstrual Hygiene
Scheme under which adoles-
cent girls are provided sup-
port through awareness gen-
eration, access to quality and

affordable sanitary napkins,
safe and environment-friendly
disposal and counselling on
menstrual practices.

Patel said Menstrual Health
and Hygiene Management is
a multidimensional and in-
ter-ministerial issue requiring

Management is a multidimensional and

inter-ministerial issue requiring
coordinated action by multiple
stakeholder Ministries/Departments
and states/UTs.”

- Anupriya Patel, Union Minister

coordinated action by multi-
ple ministries, departments
and state and UT authorities
according to their respective
mandates.

Under the National Health
Mission, states and UTs re-
ceive support for menstrual
hygiene schemes based on

The Health Ministry
conducts periodic mon-
itoring of the dialysis
programme through
Common Review Mis-
sions and visits by senior
officials, with correc-
tive action sought for
non-operational centres.

proposals submitted through
their Annual Programme Im-
plementation Plans and appli-
cable norms.

The Ministry also conducts
sustained Information, Educa-
tion and Communication ac-
tivities through health facili-

ties, community platforms,
frontline health workers, dig-
ital channels and adoles-
cent-focused programmes.
Monitoring is carried out
through a multi-layered
mechanism, including re-
views of state-wise delivera-
bles against approved targets
during National Program Co-
ordination Committee meet-
ings. Annual Common Re-
view Missions also provide
independent assessments of
implementation and progress.
In a separate reply, Minister

Sr. Quarter Ended Year Ended
No. Particulars 30.06.2026 msmsgoze
Unaudited | Audited |Unaudited| Audited

1 | Total Income from Operations - 11.00 31.00 55.30
2 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period (before tax,

exceptional items and extraordinary items) (8.93) | (39.20) 18.05 4.15
3 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before tax (after

exceptional items and extraordinary items) (8.93) | (39.20) 18.05 4.15
4 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after

exceptional items and extraordinary items) (8.93) | (43.59) 18.05 (0.24)
5 | Total Comprehensive Income/ (Loss) (8.93) | (43.59) 18.05 | (0.24)
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 99.46 99.46 99.46 99.46
7 | Earnings Per Share (EPS)

(a) Basic (0.90) (4.38) 182 | (0.02)

(b) Diluted (0.90) (4.38) 1.82 | (0.02)

1. The above financial results were reviewed by the Audit Committee and taken on record by the
Board of Directors at their meeting held on 05th August, 2026.

2. Theseresults are reviewed by Statutory auditor of the company.

3. Segmentreporting under IND AS is not applicable to the company since the entire operation of
the company relates to single segment.

. Previous year/ quarter figures have been regrouped/ recasted where ever necessary.

. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the BSE
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly Results for the quarter ended June 30, 2026
are available on the website of BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and on the Company's
website at https://www.desifarmsindia.org/investors-disclosures .

The same could also be accessed by scanning the QR Code provided herein.

[

1 On Behalf of the Board of Directors For Desi Farms India Limited
?}feS{)%;tg dfl)lraigaﬂz?l t‘l?%:;giﬁ [=] [=] (formerly known as SER Industries Limited)
Dialysis Programme is opera- E ¢| Place: Pune Sunil Kumar Shahi
tional across all 36 states ~=.% | Date: 11.08.2026 Managing Director (DIN: 01887403)
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- Syria Court Hands Assad
Death Sentence

A Syrian court has sentenced ousted leader Bashar al-Assad to death in absentia,
marking his first conviction over killings, torture and crimes against humanity

UKMTO reports
incident involving
container ship

London
The United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Opera-
tions said on Tuesday it
received a report of an
incident involving a con-
tainer ship and military
forces in the Gulf of
Oman, after changing
the vessel type from
tanker to container ship.
Maritime security sourc-
es said the container
ship is believed to have
been hit by a missile off
the coast of Pakistan.
According to initial as-
sessments, the Pana-
ma-flagged container
ship Vela Nova was be-
lieved to have been hit
by a missile, when sail-
ing through the Gulf of
Oman on Tuesday,
some 71 nautical miles
off Pakistan’s coast.

Houthi attack on small
cargo shipin Red Sea
kills three crew members

Houthi
A small cargo ship was
attacked by Yemen'’s
Iran-aligned Houthis in
the Bab el-Mandeb
strait on Tuesday, killing
three crew members,
said two Yemeni coast
guard sources and two
military officials in the
government. If con-
firmed, the fatalities on
the Tanzania-flagged
Tihamah would be the
first deaths in a Houthi
strike on a ship since the
Middle East conflict was
triggered by U.S.-Israeli
attacks on Iran at the
end of February. The
Houthis, who have not
yet claimed the attack,
declared a naval block-
ade against Saudi Ara-
bia in the Red Sea last
month.

DAMASCUS

A Syrian court on Tuesday
sentenced ousted President
Bashar al-Assad to death in
absentia, convicting him of
killings, torture, arbitrary ar-
rests and crimes against hu-
manity during the country’s
nearly 14-year war.

The ruling marked the first
conviction against Assad, who
was removed from power in a
rebel offensive in December
2024 that ended decades of
authoritarian rule by his fam-
ily. Assad fled Damascus as
rebel forces advanced and lat-
er received asylum in Russia
on humanitarian grounds.

The death sentence was is-
sued during a trial of former
government officials. The
judge cited the premeditated

and intentional murder of
multiple people, including
children, along with torture,
arbitrary detention and crimes
against humanity.

Assad’s brother Maher, who
commanded the Fourth Ar-
moured Division, was also
sentenced to death in absen-
tia. The division played a cen-
tral role in suppressing pro-
tests and recapturing territory
during the war. Maher was
also accused of involvement
in drug production and traf-
ficking.

Atef Najib, a former securi-
ty official in Deraa and a
cousin of the Assad family,
received the same sentence.
He was detained in early 2025
and was the only accused
tried in person.

The verdict prompted cele-

brations in Damascus and De-
raa, where crowds waved Syr-
ian flags and displayed photo-
graphs of people killed or
detained during the war.
Prosecutor Noha al-Masri,
whose brother died during a
2011 Deraa protest crack-
down, said the ruling reflect-
ed the sacrifices and suffering
endured by Syrian families.
The four-month trial has
been presented by Syria’s new

Key pointers

First conviction against Bashar
al-Assad since his ouster

Court cited killings, tor-
ture and arbitrary arrests

Assad’s brother Maher
also sentenced to death

Former Deraa security official
Atef Najib convicted in person

Verdict sparks celebrations
in Damascus and Deraa

Trial presented as a step
toward transitional justice

Islamist-led authorities as a
move toward transitional
justice.

Switzerland Rejects Stricter
Neutrality Proposal

ZURICH

The Swiss government on
Tuesday rejected a campaign
seeking to impose a stricter
constitutional definition of
neutrality, arguing that the
proposed changes would
weaken the country’s ability
to respond to evolving securi-
ty threats.

The referendum, scheduled
for September 27, has been
backed by the right-wing
Swiss People’s Party and fol-
lows a campaign that collect-
ed more than 100,000 signa-
tures, enough to force a vote
under Switzerland’s direct
democracy system.

Campaigners want the con-
stitution to declare Swiss neu-
trality perpetual and armed,
while barring the country
from joining military allianc-
es. They also seek restrictions
on Switzerland’s involvement
in conflicts between third
countries and want sanctions

against warring states to be
imposed only when autho-
rised by the United Nations.

The initiative has gained
momentum among critics
who argue that Switzerland
has moved away from its tra-
ditional neutrality by adopting
European sanctions agamst
Russia following its invasion
of Ukraine and strengthening
cooperation with NATO in
areas including training.

Foreign Minister Ignazio
Cassis, launching the govern-
ment’s campaign against the
proposal, said Switzerland
remained neutral and did not
need a more restrictive defini-
tion.

Cassis argued that existing
arrangements already recog-
nise Switzerland’s neutrality
and that the country is not a
member of any military or de-
fence alliance. He warned that
the proposed constitutional
amendments could limit Swit-
zerland’s room for manoeuvre

Swiss Neutrality
Vote

m Referendum: September 27

m Signatures collected:
More than 100,000

m Poll support: 34%

® Opposition: 54%

m Backed by: Swiss People’s
Party

m Key demand: Ban mili-
tary alliances and restrict
sanctions without UN
authorisation

in security policy.

A June Tamedia poll
showed the initiative facing
opposition, with 54 percent of
respondents against it and 34
percent supporting it. The
vote could nevertheless re-
shape the legal framework
governing Switzerland’s long-
standing policy of neutrality.

Farm Gains
Shield Food
Supply From El
Nino

SINGAPORE

Near-record inventories, tech-
nological advances and the
rise of key exporters such as
Brazil and Russia have made
the global food system more
resilient to this year's super El
Nino than similar past events.

World farm production has
outpaced consumption and
population growth since the
1980s, the UN Food and Ag-
riculture Organization (FAO)
and analysts say. The changes
have been driven by high-
er-yielding crop varieties,
greater use of fertiliser and
improved irrigation and crop
protection, lifting yields of
staples such as rice, wheat,
corn and soybeans.

Even during drought condi-
tions, better irrigation man-
agement and crop science
mean we can still produce
marketable yields, said.

Ebola deaths surpass 2,000 in
Democratic Republic of Congo

DAKAR

Democratic Republic of Con-
go said that confirmed Ebola
deaths had reached 2,011, the
latest grim milestone in what
health officials have described
as the fastest-spreading out-
break on record.

The latest data from Con-
go's public health institute,
also reported 4,381 confirmed
cases across five provinces.
Delayed detection, conflict
and strained health services
have helped the virus spread
more rapidly than in previous
outbreaks.

The current outbreak, Con-
go's 17th, is caused by the
Bundibugyo strain of Ebola,
for which there are no ap-
proved vaccines or treat-
ments.

The World Health Organi-
zation has declared the out-
break, which has also led to
cases in neighbouring Ugan-
da, a public health emergency
of international concern.

A study published last

month in the journal Science
found that transmission may
have begun in January or ear-
lier in Ituri province, identify-
ing more than 500 suspected
cases between mid-January
and May 15.

Shortages of medical sup-
plies and insecurity in affected
areas have complicated efforts
to trace contacts, isolate pa-
tients and curb transmission.

The Congolese government
data shows that only West Af-
rica's 2014 to 2016 Ebola out-
break was bigger, with 28,616
cases and 11,310 deaths re-
corded across Guinea, Liberia
and Sierra Leone, according
to the World Health Organiza-
tion.

It took nearly five months
from the declaration of that
outbreak to hit 1,000 deaths,
whereas Congo's current out-
break has hit 2,000 deaths in
less than three months.

In an Ebola outbreak in
Congo from 2018 to 2020, it
took a little over 12 months to
hit 2,000 deaths.

MOSCcoOw

Russian forces killed six peo-
ple in an overnight attack on
Ukraine’s southeastern city of
Zaporizhzhia, involving what
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy said were North Korean
ballistic missiles, as Moscow
intensified strikes across
Ukraine.

Zelenskiy said the attack
also involved Zircon anti-ship
missiles and KAB preci-
sion-guided aerial bombs. He
described the assault as a bru-
tal attack designed to cause
maximum damage to civilian

Fedorov said 20 people were
wounded in Zaporizhzhia. Im-
ages released by Ukrainian
officials showed buildings
and vehicles engulfed in

Myanmar military intensified air attacks
and abuses before election

GENEVA

Myanmar's military stepped
up aerial attacks on civil-
ians before an election held
last December and January,
and all sides in the coun-
try's civil war committed
war crimes and serious
abuses including torture
and sexual violence in the
past year, U.N. investiga-
tors said on Tuesday.

Over the past year, the
Mechanism’s investigations
showed that the frequency
and intensity of war crimes
and crimes against human-
ity committed by the
Myanmar military and by
various armed groups con-
tinued to escalate, the Inde-
pendent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar
(IIMM) said in a report.

The mechanism was
formed in 2018 to investi-
gate abuses in Myanmar
since 2011, including
crimes committed against
the mainly Muslim Rohing-

ya minority in 2017 when
hundreds of thousands were
forced to flee a military
crackdown and other abus-
es since a military coup in
2021.

The report said attacks on
civilians had continued in
the last year and that vio-
lence increased before the
military-managed election
held between December
2025 and January 2026.

The election, which
Western governments and
rights groups said was nei-
ther free nor fair, was won
by a military-backed party,
allowing Myanmar's then
junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing to become presi-

dent. He made a landmark
visit to Thailand this month
in search of international
legitimacy.

Myanmar's military gov-
ernment did not immediate-
ly respond.

The IIMM said it had
documented a pattern of
deliberate aerial attacks on
homes, schools, medical
facilities, religious build-
ings and camps for inter-
nally displaced people.
There was a notable escala-
tion in aerial attacks in the
months preceding the elec-
tions, it said.

The military increasingly
used low-cost paramotors,
gyrocopters and drones to
conduct low-altitude strikes
with unguided explosives,
it said, adding that it was
investigating incidents in
Sagaing Region in which
pilots allegedly cut their
engines before reaching
targets, allowing them to
glide silently and giving ci-
vilians little warning.

ZAPORIZHZHIA MISSILE ATTACK

killed in overnight attacks in
the Dnipropetrovsk and Do-
netsk regions, while a sepa-
rate Russian assault on Kyiv
triggered fires in the

The city was hit by North Korean ballistic

missiles, Zircons and KABs.

- Volodymyr Zelenskiy

confirm the use of North Ko-
rean missiles in Zaporizhzhia,
and Pyongyang did not com-
ment on the allegation.
Russia’s Defence Ministry
said its forces struck the Nova
Poshta sorting complex in
Kyiv, alleging that the facility
stored and distributed du-
al-use materials, including
components for drones and

Six Killed In Zaporlzhzhla Missile Attack
' GG

plant in Zaporizhzhia produc-
ing flat-rolled steel used by
Ukraine’s military was target-
ed.

The latest Russian strikes
followed a Ukrainian drone
attack that Russian authorities
said killed at least 13 people
and wounded 39 in Nizh-
nekamsk.

The escalation comes as the
war enters its fifth year, with
Russia relying increasingly on
ballistic missiles that are diffi-
cult for Ukraine’s air defences
to intercept.

Ukraine, meanwhile, has ex-
panded strikes inside Russia,

Spain Tightens
Security for
Solar Eclipse

MADRID

Spain is mounting a major po-
lice and public safety opera-
tion ahead of a rare total solar
eclipse on 12 august, with
authorities preparing for mil-
lions of visitors during one of
the country’s most dangerous
periods for wildfires.

Regional governments
along the eclipse’s path ex-
pect around six million peo-
ple. Authorities have desig-
nated 660 official viewing
sites, alongside parking and
camping areas to prevent un-
controlled gatherings in vul-
nerable natural zones.

More than 35,000 police
officers will be deployed. Au-
thorities are particularly con-
cerned about fire risks from
large crowds, including
sparks or discarded ciga-
rettes in dry vegetation.

Virginia Barcones, secre-
tary-general for Civil Pro-
tection and Emergencies at
Spain’s Interior Ministry,
said the country had experi-
enced an exceptionally dif-
ficult summer marked by
repeated major forest fires.
She warned that activities
capable of generating
sparks must be restricted.

Several regions are under
weather alerts for eclipse
day, with temperatures fore-
cast to reach 40 degrees

Spain is deploying
thousands of officers as
millions prepare to watch

Wednesday’s eclipse
amid extreme heat and
elevated wildfire risks

We must restrict any kind of activity
that could generate a spark
- Virginia Barcones, Civil official.

Celsius and wildfire risks
rated high or very high.

The eclipse will be visible
in totality from Spain and
Iceland, making Spain a
major destination for
eclipse watchers seeking
views from mainland Eu-
rope.

Spain has already record-
ed severe wildfire activity
this year. About 200,000
hectares have been scorched
so far, roughly six times the
area burned by the same date
in 2025, according to the En-
vironment Ministry.

Three major fires were still
burning on Monday in Huel-
va, Segovia and Huesca.

Forest expert Raul de la
Calle said the eclipse falls
during a statistically danger-
ous period, when Spain typi-
cally records its highest num-
ber of wildfires.

LATVIA FINDS TUNNEL UNDER
BELARUS BORDER

VILNIUS

Latvia said on Tuesday a tun-
nel had been discovered under
the border with Belarus and
announced plans to combat

operation between the Border
Guard, State Police, National
Armed Forces and security
services, and more intensive
use of drones for early detec-
tion and detention.

networks that it says are help-
ing a growing number of mi-
grants cross the frontier ille-
gally.

Latvian soldiers last month
used teargas and fired a warn-
ing shot to stop migrants try-
ing to enter from Belarus,
which shares a 173-km (107-
mile) border with European
Union member state Latvia.
The protection of Latvia's
eastern border will be
strengthened, with closer co-

We, Nayaz Ahmed S and Roomana,
parents of our minor daughter, here-
by declare that her name ANNISA,
appearing in Aadhaar/other records,
has been changed to MAHIRA, as
recorded in her Birth Certificate, for
personal, religious and numerologi-
cal reasons. ANNISA and MAHIRA
refer to one and the same person,
born on 07/10/2020. Henceforth,
she will be known as MAHIRA for
all purposes and record hereafter.

 NAME CHANGE

I, RESHMA HANNAH BHAT
D/o M RADHAKRISHNA BHAT,
W/o SHASHANK ROMAULD
ROBEY, R/o 99-B, 13th Loop
Road, Behind Bank Of
Maharashtra, Ideal Homes,
Bangalore South, Bangalore,
Karnataka-560098, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
RESHMA HANNAH ROBEY.

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDL,, CIVIL JUDGE AT
DODDABALLAPUR

1.Smt. Kempamma W/o Late,
Hanumalah Aged abuul EU years, R/at Kangalapura
Village, Hobli,

Taluku, Bengaluru Rural District.

Respnnden

2.Sri.Madduraiah Sjo late \ h @ N

Aged about 70 vyears, Rlat Kangalapura Village,
Doddabelavangala  Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluku,
Bengaluru Rural District. 3.Sri. Poojappa, S/o late
Narasaiah @ Narasappa Aged about 68 years, R/
at Kangalapura Village, Doddabelavangala Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluku, Bengaluru Rural District. 4.
Sri. K N Vani DJo late Narasaiah @ Narasappa Aged
about 58 years, Rlat No. #435 Someshwara Extention,
Doddaballapura Town, Bengaluru Rural District. Vs
The Thasildar, Doddaballapura Taluku, Doddaballapua,

Petitioner's:

Whereas, the above petitioners have filed above said
petition against respondents for Birth and death on
Bengaluru Rural *District, Doddaballapura Taluku,

I Village Petitioner

Late Suresh J.

7th  Phase, Bengaluru
Bengaluru-560078, hereby declare
that | have changed my name
from NAGARAJ NAIK to NAGARAJ
SURESH NAIK and shall hereafter
be known and addressed by my
new name NAGARAJ SURESH
NAIK for all purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 03.07.2025 befroe
Advocate & Notary H. Venkatappa,
Chickballapur

 NAME CHANGE

l,  KHAMRUNNISA  Wi/o
Mohammed Sadiq, residing
at No. 19, 16th Cross, Tannery
Road, Sagayapuram, Benga-
luru-560045, have changed
my name to MUSHTARI
BEGUM, Vide affidavit dat-
ed: 11.08.2026 before nota-
ry N.NAGAPPA, Bangalore

 NAME CHANGE _

|, SYED ATHAULLA SYED YOUSUF
, Slo, Syed Yousuf, Resident of
No 183, 1st Cross Madeena Mo-
halla Opp Noor Masjid Devaraje-
evanahalli A C Post Bengaluru
Dist 560045, have changed my
name to SYED ATHAULLA ,
vide affidavit dated: 11.08.2026
before notary B.A. LAKSHMI-
NARAYANA RAO, Bengaluru.

I, NAGARAJ SURESH NAIK, S/o
Naik, residing at
No.74, Anurgraha, 4th Cross, 3rd
Main, Navodayanagar, J.P. Nagar,
South,

Hobli Kangal

father in law death on Dated: 04/03/1970 on the
file of this Hon'ble court. Therefore, you are hereby
directed to appear before this Hon'ble court by yourself
or through your as on before this Hon'ble court by at
yourself or through your or through your advocate
on 16.09.2026 11 '0" clock failing which you are
determined as expert.
Given under my hand seal of the court on the day of
1th August 2026.

By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
DUDABALLAPUARA DATE: 07/08/2026

Dnddahallapura
bhakar, NO. 3755 D
I l\
- 1 I 1 ‘ -

| Adinarayanappa S/o Late Venkatappa,
aged about 53 years, Residing at
Jiginiwandlapalli village, Gulur Hobli,
Bagepalli Taluk, Chikkaballapur Dist.,
do here by solemnly affirm and stated
as follows:-

1) Therefore, | reside at the above

address.

2) Documents related to me: My
house located in Jiginiwandlapalli
village, Gulur hobli, Bagepalli taluk was
accidentally burnt down on 26/05/2015.
I have also obtained a fire disaster
certificate from the Karnataka Fire and
Emergency Services.

3) In the said fire disaster, the land
measuring 2 acres 0.20 gunte in
R.Survey.No.156, Guluur Hobli,
Jiginiwandlapalli village, Bagepalli
taluk, Chikkaballapur district, relating
to me, bearing cultivation certificate
number: LND RVC CR(G)/52/1998-99,
and the house along with the articles
and documents have been burnt down.
I'have also obtained a copy of the
above documents from Y. Lakshmipathi
Reddy, an advocate and Notary,
and have duly notarized them On:
31/07/2026.

4) This certificate will be required to
be presented before the concemned
authorities to confirm the above

Ad : Sri. RP
Duddaballap

infrastructure. flames following the strikes. ~ Ukrainian capital. electronic warfare equipment.  targeting refineries, warehous- information.
Regional Governor Ivan Six additional people were Russia did not immediately It also said a metallurgical es and other infrastructure.
o6 o o6 o o6 o o6 o o6 o
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Morgan stanley
targets $1.5 trillion
funding

New York
Morgan Stanley has
launched the U.S. Innova-
tion Infrastructure Initiative,
aiming to facilitate approxi-
mately $1.5 trillion in capital
raising, financing, advisory
and related investment ac-
tivity over the next decade.
The initiative will support
companies, technologies
and infrastructure consid-
ered important to US eco-
nomic growth and national
security. The programme
will focus on artificial intel-
ligence, advanced comput-
ing, quantum technology,
semiconductors, cyberse-
curity, data infrastructure,
aerospace and defence,
pharmaceuticals and criti-
cal minerals. Morgan Stan-
ley said the initiative will
combine its advisory, capi-
tal markets, wealth man-
agement and investment
management capabilities
to help businesses scale
and access funding.

Meta opens Muse
Glimmer weights,
Spark1.2

Menlo Park
Meta has released the
weights of Muse Glimmer, a
30-billion-parameter open-
weight artificial intelligence
model designed to run locally
on consumer hardware. The
model is optimized for agen-
tic tasks and can operate us-
ing a single graphics card,
making advanced Al more
accessible to developers and
users. Meta CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg also announced plans
to release Muse Spark 1.2, the
company’s most advanced Al
model, as an open-weight
system in the coming weeks.
Zuckerberg has advocated
wider access to powerful Al
models, arguing that Al capa-
bilities should not be concen-
trated among a small num-
ber of companies or govern-
ments.

TSMC, Sony
plan $4.7 billion
sensor venture

Taipei
Taiwan Semiconductor Manu-
facturing Co (TSMC) and
Sony Group will invest $4.69
billion in a joint venture to de-
velop and manufacture
next-generation image sen-
sors in southern Japan. Vol-
ume production is expected to
beginin 2029. Sony will hold
controlling ownership and in-
vest 465 billion yen, or about
$2.92 billion, through cash and
asset transfers, including its
newly built factory in Kum-
amoto. TSMC will invest 282
billion yen. The venture, Ad-
vanced Vision Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corp, will be
based in Kumamoto, where
TSMC operates its Japan chip
plant. Sony will lead sensor
technology development,
product planning and design,
while TSMC will provide ad-
vanced manufacturing tech-
nology and expertise.

Al can make more

Indians bankable: RBI

Governor Sanjay stated that it represents an innovative

MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
on Tuesday said artificial in-
telligence (AI) could trans-
form credit delivery, improve
customer services and accel-
erate financial inclusion, po-
tentially making more Indi-
ans eligible for formal bank-
ing services.

Speaking at the inaugural
session of the FIBAC 2026
conference in Mumbai, Mal-
hotra said Al could become a
defining force for Indian
banking during the current
decade, much like economic
liberalisation shaped the
1990s and digitalisation
transformed the sector in the
2010s.

Malhotra stressed that
banks should not treat Al
as merely another technol-
ogy project. Instead, he
said it should be viewed as
a new way of conducting
banking operations, assess-
ing risks, serving custom-
ers, pricing capital and or-
ganising institutions. He
urged banks to make delib-
erate decisions about their
Al strategies rather than
allowing technology adop-
tion to happen without
clear direction.

The RBI Governor said
many banks were already de-

approach to executing banking operations

\

lenders to develop their Al
capabilities with a clear
purpose and responsible
approach. The central bank
considers Al a capability
that should be responsibly
harnessed, rather than
simply treated as arisk
that needs to be controlled.

- Sanjay Malhotra, RB;overnor /

Al boosts credit access

Al expands financial inclusion by evaluating alternative
data for customers without credit histories. Howev-
er, banks must carefully balance this innovation with
responsible, transparent practices to protect customer
interests and ensure reliable lending decisions.

ploying Al while several oth-
ers were examining its poten-
tial applications.

Highlighting its potential
for financial inclusion, Mal-
hotra said Al could improve
the economics of credit deliv-
ery by helping banks assess
customers who do not have
formal credit histories. Ad-
vanced technology could en-
able lenders to evaluate alter-
native information and make
more informed lending deci-
sions, potentially bringing
underserved sections of soci-
ety into the formal financial
system.

He said the adoption of Al
would require banks to bal-
ance innovation with respon-
sible practices. As the tech-
nology increasingly influenc-
es lending and customer-fac-
ing decisions, financial insti-
tutions will need to ensure
that its use remains reliable,
transparent and aligned with
the broader interests of cus-
tomers and the banking sys-
tem.

Malhotra’s remarks come
as Indian banks increasingly
explore Al for lending, cus-
tomer service, fraud detection
and operational efficiency.

Toyota Recalls More Than
508,000 Vehicles in US

A malfunctioning display
can compromise several
critical safety features

v
WASHINGTON

Toyota Motor Corp will recall
508,354 vehicles in the Unit-
ed States over a problem with
the instrument cluster display
that could prevent critical
safety information from being
shown, increasing the risk of
crashes or injuries, according
to the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration
(NHTSA).

The recall covers certain
2025 and 2026 Toyota Camry
Hybrid vehicles. The issue
involves a failure in the in-
strument cluster display when
the vehicle is started. If the
display does not function
properly, several important
safety features may also be
affected.

According to the US auto
safety regulator, the defect
could deactivate the hazard
warning lights, turn signals,
seat belt warning system and
smart key reminder. The loss
of these functions could pre-
vent drivers and other road
users from receiving import-
ant safety alerts and signals,
potentially increasing the risk
of an accident.

Toyota has informed au-
thorities about the issue and

will address the problem
through a software update.
Dealers will update the instru-
ment cluster display software
free of charge for affected ve-
hicle owners.

The recall highlights the
growing importance of soft-
ware and electronic systems
in modern vehicles, where
failures in digital displays can
affect multiple safety-related
functions. Instrument clusters
provide drivers with essential
information and warnings,
making their reliable opera-
tion critical to safe vehicle
use.

Owners of affected Camry
Hybrid vehicles will be able
to have the software updated
at authorised Toyota dealer-
ships without paying for the
repair. The company and reg-
ulators are expected to notify
eligible owners with further
instructions on when and
where the update can be car-
ried out.

The recall covers more than
half a million vehicles in the
US and represents another
major safety action involving
Toyota’s increasingly soft-
ware-dependent vehicle sys-
tems.

Toyota has not indicated
that the issue involves a me-
chanical failure of the vehi-
cle’s core driving systems.
Instead, the recall is focused
on correcting the instrument
cluster software problem and

RECORD CASH MOUNTAINS

Toyota recalls camrys
for display defect

Toyota is recalling over
508,000 vehicles in the
U.S. (specifically certain
2025-2026 Camry
Hybrid and standard
Camry models) due to
an instrument cluster
software glitch that
can fail at startup. This
defect can deactivate
essential safety features
like hazard lights, turn
signals, and warning
chimes, increasing crash
risks. Dealerships will
update the display soft-
ware free of charge.

restoring the affected safe-
ty-related functions.

The NHTSA said the soft-
ware update is intended to
resolve the display malfunc-
tion and reduce the associated
safety risks.

UP to resume smart meter

rollout after

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh will resume the
rollout of smart electricity
meters after conducting a con-
sumer awareness campaign,
State Power Minister said on
Tuesday. The move is aimed
at addressing concerns among
consumers and ensuring
greater understanding of the
technology before expanding
its implementation.

The decision comes amid
efforts by power distribution
utilities to increase consumer
confidence in smart metering.
Awareness programmes are
expected to explain how
smart meters work, how elec-
tricity consumption can be
monitored and how consum-
ers can use digital tools to
track their usage and pay-
ments.

Smart meters are being pro-
moted as an important part of
modernising India’s electrici-
ty distribution system. They
can provide consumers with
near real-time information on
electricity consumption, en-
able digital bill payments and

help households monitor their
power usage. For distribution
companies, the technology
can improve billing and col-
lection efficiency and support
better management of the
electricity network.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s decision to undertake
awareness activities before
restarting the rollout reflects
the importance of consumer
engagement in the transition.
Earlier studies have found
that lack of awareness about
smart-meter applications, bill-
ing details and prepaid sys-
tems can affect consumer ac-
ceptance.

The Centre’s Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS) has made smart me-
tering a key component of

awareness drive

Awareness programs
will explain smart
meter functions,
consumption tracking,
and how consumers
can use digital tools
for payments

electricity distribution re-
forms. As of December 31,
2025, around 3.90 crore smart
meters had been installed un-
der RDSS, while the overall
number installed across vari-
ous schemes stood at 5.28
crore. The government has
also said that consumer
awareness programmes are
being conducted to improve
confidence in prepaid smart
meters.

The minister said the roll-
out in Uttar Pradesh would
proceed after consumers are
adequately informed about
the technology and its bene-
fits. The awareness drive is
expected to help address
doubts and encourage
smoother adoption when in-
stallation work resumes.

SIP inflows rise 12
Pc to 231,961 crore

NEW DELHI

Systematic Investment Plan
(SIP) contributions to mutual
funds increased 12.28 per
cent year-on-year to Rs
31,961 crore in July, up from
Rs 28,464 crore in the same
month last year, indicating
continued participation by re-
tail investors, according to
data released by the Associa-
tion of Mutual Funds in India
(AMF]I) on Tuesday.

On a month-on-month ba-
sis, SIP inflows also increased
0.57 per cent from Rs 31,781
crore recorded in June. The
latest figures indicate sus-
tained investor interest in dis-
ciplined investment through
mutual fund schemes despite
changing market conditions.

The broader mutual fund
industry witnessed a sharp
turnaround in July, recording
a net inflow of Rs 2,35,902.39
crore compared with a net
outflow of Rs 52,948.78 crore
in June. Equity mutual funds
attracted net inflows of Rs
24,697.39 crore during July.

Small-cap funds emerged as
the strongest-performing eq-
uity category, with inflows
rising 38.66 per cent month-
on-month to Rs 7,767.50
crore in July from Rs
5,601.96 crore in June. Mid-
cap funds received Rs
6,192.31 crore, compared
with Rs 6,090.17 crore in
June, while flexi-cap funds
attracted Rs 4,709.08 crore.

Assets under management
(AUM) of equity-oriented
schemes increased to Rs
38.36 lakh crore at the end of
July from Rs 37.34 lakh crore
at the end of June, represent-
ing growth of around 2.7 per
cent.

Debt-oriented schemes also
recorded a significant turn-
around, posting a net inflow
of Rs 1,87,511.32 crore in
July, compared with an out-
flow of around Rs 1.09 lakh

i crore in June.

Dhoot Transmission IPO
flags key business risks

MUMBAI

Dhoot Transmission Ltd’s ini-
tial public offering (IPO) has
highlighted several business
risks, including heavy depen-
dence on a few customers, cy-
bersecurity threats and relat-
ed-party transactions, accord-
ing to the company’s red her-
ring prospectus (RHP).

The company’s customer
concentration remains a major
concern. Its top five customers
contributed 71.56 per cent of
total operating revenue in
FY26, compared with 71.18
per cent in FY25 and 66.17 per
cent in FY24. Dhoot Transmis-
sion said it does not have long-
term supply agreements with
these customers and supplies
components based on require-
ments from original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs).

The company also warned
that customers have the right to
terminate their contracts. Any
reduction, suspension or dis-
continuation of orders from
major customers could there-
fore have a significant impact
on its business, financial per-

formance and revenue.

Cybersecurity is another key
risk disclosed in the RHP.
Dhoot Transmission said it
faced a cyberattack during
FY25, which resulted in the
leakage of significant data, in-
cluding confidential informa-
tion relating to product designs
and pricing. Following the in-
cident, the company said it
strengthened its systems and
increased investments in cy-
bersecurity. However, it cau-
tioned that there can be no
guarantee that future cyber in-
cidents will be completely pre-
vented.

The company has also iden-
tified related-party transactions
as a significant risk. These
transactions include product
sales, rent, commissions, pur-
chases of fixed assets and reim-
bursement of expenses. In
FY24, shareholders approved
transactions involving the sale
of current assets worth around
Rs 57.42 crore and immovable
assets, including land and
buildings, worth about Rs 23.75
crore to its subsidiary Dhoot
Auto-Components Pvt Ltd.

Related-party transactions & governance risks

m Nature of Risk:
The identification of
related-party dealings
as a significant risk
highlights potential
conflicts of interest
inherent in intra-group
transactions.

Material Scale:Substan-
tial asset transfers oc-
curred recently; in FY24,
shareholder approvals
sanctioned the sale of
current assets worth
approximately Rs 57.42
crore and immovable as-
sets (land and buildings)
worth around Rs 23.75
crore to its subsidiary,
Dhoot Auto-Components
Pvt Ltd.

m Board Discretion:Man-

m Types of Transactions:
These dealings span
multiple operational cate-
gories, including product
sales, rent payments,
commission structures,
fixed-asset purchases,
and expense reimburse-
ments.

agement has acknowl-
edged that the board
periodically scales up
transaction limits with
associate entities for
logistics and supply
needs, with no absolute
guarantee that future
terms will always match
open-market or arm’s-
length favorability.

Samsung AI windfall raises special dividend hopes
~

SEOUL

Samsung Electronics’ strong
cash generation from the arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) boom
is increasing expectations
that the South Korean tech-
nology giant could announce
a special dividend or expand
shareholder returns.

Samsung and fellow mem-
ory-chip maker SK Hynix
are generating record cash as
demand for chips used in Al
applications continues to
grow. Investors have conse-
quently increased pressure
on both companies to return
a larger portion of their sur-
plus cash through dividends
or share buybacks.

Samsung currently targets
shareholder returns equiva-
lent to 50 per cent of free
cash flow. Its existing three-
year shareholder return pro-
gramme runs through 2026,
with the company expected

to announce details of its
next capital-return policy.
Samsung has said it is re-
viewing ways to enhance
shareholder returns while
maintaining a healthy bal-
ance sheet and funding fu-
ture growth.

The expectations have
strengthened following the
company’s record earnings
and the rapid expansion of
Al-related semiconductor de-
mand. Samsung’s memory
business has benefited from
higher demand for advanced
chips, particularly those used
in servers and Al infrastruc-
ture.

Investors are seeking
greater clarity on how Sam-
sung plans to deploy its
growing cash reserves. The
company faces a balance be-
tween rewarding sharehold-
ers and maintaining suffi-
cient funds for capital-inten-
sive investments in memory,

foundry operations and other
advanced technologies.
Samsung’s first-quarter
2026 dividend was set at 372
won per common and pre-
ferred share, with a total
payout of 2.45 trillion won.
The company has also con-
ducted share repurchases in
recent years as part of its
shareholder-return strategy.
Market expectations for an
additional payout have risen
as analysts assess Samsung’s
ability to generate strong
free cash flow from the
Al-driven semiconductor cy-
cle. Some forecasts have

Financial drivers & investor pressure

m Al-driven growth: Record
cash generation is fueled by
robust demand for advanced
memory chips tailored for Al
applications, servers, and
broader Al infrastructure.

= Complementary strategies:
Alongside regular dividends,
Samsung has utilized share
repurchases in recent years to
support its overarching
shareholder-return strategy..

pointed to the possibility of
a sizeable special dividend,
although the final amount
and timing depend on Sam-
sung’s free cash flow, invest-
ment requirements and board
decisions.

Shareholders are also
pushing for stronger capital
allocation as Samsung’s
shares have faced pressure
despite record earnings. In-
vestors argue that larger pay-

= Capital allocation conflict:
Investors are pressing
Samsung to distribute a larger
share of its surplus cash via
dividends and share buybacks.

= Current policy framework:
Samsung’s current three-year
shareholder return
programme targets returns
equal to 50 percent of free
cash flow and runs through
the end of 2026.

outs could improve share-
holder value and help ad-
dress the long-standing valu-
ation discount applied to
South Korean companies.
Samsung has not an-
nounced a specific spe-
cial-dividend amount. Any
additional payout will depend
on its formal shareholder-re-
turn policy and the company’s
assessment of future invest-
ment and cash requirements.

Mutual funds see
22.35 lakh crore inflow

NEW DELHI

Mutual fund schemes in India
recorded a net inflow of Rs
2.35 lakh crore in July, while
total assets under manage-
ment (AUM) stood at Rs
85.76 lakh crore at the end of
the month, according to data
released by the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(AMFTI) on Tuesday.

Debt-oriented schemes led
the overall inflows, attracting
nearly Rs 1.88 lakh crore
during July. Equity-oriented
schemes also remained posi-
tive, recording net inflows of
Rs 24,697 crore. The total
AUM of mutual fund schemes
stood at Rs 85,75,656.52
crore as of July 31, compared
with an average AUM of Rs
86,33,798.38 crore during the
month.

Open-ended schemes ac-

counted for the largest share of
industry assets and inflows.
They recorded net inflows of
Rs 2,36,595 crore, taking their
AUM to Rs 85,59,041 crore.
Among equity schemes, small-
cap funds attracted the highest
inflow of Rs 7,767.50 crore,
followed by mid-cap funds at
Rs 6,192.31 crore and flexi-
cap funds at Rs 4,709.08 crore.
Large and mid-cap funds re-
ceived Rs 3,425.34 crore,
while multi-cap funds attracted
Rs 3,227.29 crore. Sectoral
and thematic funds recorded
inflows of Rs 1,328.27 crore.
However, large-cap funds saw
a net outflow of Rs 1,321.69
crore. ELSS funds recorded an
outflow of Rs 959.13 crore,
while dividend-yield funds
saw an outflow of Rs 169.16
crore.

Hybrid schemes attracted
Rs 11,490.56 crore.
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India wins seven medals
at Fencing Championship

INDIA'S IMPRESSIVE MEDAL TALLY HIGHLIGHTED THE COUNTRY'S EXPANDING
TALENT POOL AND RISING COMPETITIVENESS ON THE GLOBAL FENCING STAGE

LAGOS

India continued its impressive
performance at the Common-
wealth Fencing Champion-
ship in Lagos, Nigeria, secur-
ing seven medals on the sec-
ond day of competition.

The Indian team won one
gold, two silver and four
bronze medals across the Se-
nior Individual Women’s Sa-
bre, Women'’s Epee and Men’s
Foil events. The strong medal
haul underlined India’s grow-
ing depth and competitiveness
in international fencing.

In the Senior Women’s
Epee event, Tanishka Khatri
produced an outstanding per-
formance to claim the gold
medal, while compatriot Khu-
shi Dabhade finished second
to take silver. Prachi Lohan
added another bronze medal,
giving India three podium fin-
ishes in the discipline.

India also enjoyed a strong
outing in the Senior Women’s
Sabre individual competition.
Aakhari secured the silver
medal after finishing behind
England’s Brierley, who won

g4 4 O ik DR e e
§7 ~& MEDAL TALLY BREAKDOWN 28-S

DISCIPLINE MEDAL ATHLETE

Senior Women's Epee @ GOLD Tanishka Khatri
Se;ior Wromen’siEpee i @ SIEVEI? : KihlIshiiD;I)h;d; —
Senior Women's Epee é BRONZE Prachi Lohan
Senior Women's Sabre @ GOLD Brlerley (England)
;nIorEVIlomie;’s;e 7 @ SILVER i ;a;harl ”7
N Senior VIIor;en’s Sabre @ BRONZE JefarllrI & Shruti Joshi "

gold. Indian fencers Jefarlin
and Shruti Joshi shared

bronze medals, further
strengthening India’s medal

tally on the second day.

In the Senior Men’s Foil
event, Tejas Patil battled
through a competitive interna-
tional field to win bronze. Cy-
prus’ Alex Tophalidas secured
the gold medal, while En-
gland’s Oliver Starange took
silver. Patil’s performance
added another medal to In-
dia’s successful campaign.

The Indian squad’s progress
has been supported by coach-
es Bharatji Thakor, Shrihari
Pise and Shankar Narayanan,
along with physiotherapist
Amruta Balkawade and team
manager Manu Tyagi. Their
preparation and support have
played an important role in
maintaining the team’s strong
performances.

Fencing Association of In-
dia Secretary General Rajeev
Mehta congratulated the med-
al winners, coaches, support
staff and officials for their
efforts. The championship
will continue in Lagos until
August 14, with India aiming
to maintain its medal-winning
momentum in the remaining
events.

Navy officer Taniksha wins
Commonwealth fencing gold

Taniksha hard work
has propelled her to
the Olympic qualifiers,
showcasing consistent
growth in international
competition

v

NEW DELHI

Indian Navy officer and fenc-
er Taniksha Khatri has added
a Commonwealth Champion-
ship gold to her growing list
of achievements after defeat-
ing compatriot Khushi
Dabhade 15-7 in the senior
women’s epee final in Nige-
ria.

Taniksha’s victory marks
another major milestone in a
fencing journey that began in
2012. Over the past 14 years,
she has dedicated herself to
training while building a ca-
reer in the Indian Navy. Her
efforts have also taken her to
the Olympic qualification
stage, highlighting her steady
progress on the international
circuit.

Taniksha said every day of
training had contributed to her
development as a fencer. She
credited her family for stand-
ing by her through the chal-
lenges and helping her contin-

ue her sporting career.

The fencer also expressed
gratitude to her coaches, say-
ing their guidance and train-
ing had played an important
role in developing her skills.
She praised the Indian Navy
for providing support, motiva-
tion and encouragement while
she pursued fencing alongside
her service.

Her Com-
monwealth ti-
tlecame in an @&
all-Indian fi- §
nal against \
Dabhade.
Taniksha
eventually
estab-

Bindra calls be

ijing gold

sporting life’s “Biggest Peak”

NEW DELHI

Indian shooting legend Abhi-
nav Bindra has reflected on
the historic gold medal he
won at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, describing the
achievement as the “biggest
peak” of his sporting life, 18
years after creating history.
On August 11, 2008, Bindra
became the first Indian to win
an individual Olympic gold
medal when he triumphed in
the men’s 10m air rifle event
with a score of 700.5. The
landmark victory became one
of the defining moments in
Indian sporting history and
elevated shooting to greater
prominence in the country.
Marking the anniversary,
Bindra looked back on his
journey and said the years
since Beijing had taught him
that the periods between ma-
jor achievements are equally
important. He represented In-
dia at the 2012 London Olym-
pics, where he finished 16th,

before returning for the 2016
Rio Games and narrowly
missing another medal with a
fourth-place finish.

Bindra’s career extended
well beyond his Olympic tri-
umph. The former shooter
became a seven-time Com-
monwealth Games medallist,
including four golds, and won
three Asian Games medals.
He also captured the 10m air
rifle world championship title
in 2006 and collected more
than 150 individual medals
during a career spanning near-
ly two decades.

His contribution to Indian
sport continued after retire-
ment. Bindra established the
Abhinav Bindra Foundation
Trust, which works to support
grassroots athletes through
sports science, high-perfor-
mance training and education.
He also served as vice-chair
of the International Olympic
Committee Athletes Commis-
sion.

During his IOC tenure, Bin-

dra became the ﬁrst Indlan
recipient of the Olympic Or-
der, recognising his contribu-
tion to the Olympic move-
ment. His post-retirement
work has focused on helping
create better opportunities and
support systems for the next
generation of athletes.

Eighteen years after his his-
toric Beijing triumph, Bin-
dra’s reflection highlights
both the significance of reach-
ing the sporting summit and
the value of the journey that
follows. His 2008 gold re-
mains a landmark achieve-
ment that continues to inspire
Indian athletes.

Rhodes sees fewer bilateral ODIs in future

MUMBAI

Former South Africa cricketer
Jonty Rhodes believes bilater-
al ODI series could become
less frequent in the future, but
said it would be difficult to
imagine cricket without the
traditional 50-over format.

Rhodes was speaking during
the jersey launch of European
T20 Premier League side Rot-
terdam Dockers in Mumbai.
He acknowledged the growing
influence of franchise-based
T20 cricket but said passionate
supporters would continue to
give international cricket, in-
cluding ODIs, strong rele-
vance.

The former South African
star said the expansion of T20
leagues could put pressure on
bilateral 50-over cricket. With
players increasingly balancing
international commitments and
franchise opportunities,
Rhodes suggested that some
cricketers could choose to end
their international careers ear-
lier to focus on T20 competi-
tions.

Rhodes pointed out that T20
cricket had not eliminated Test
cricket despite concerns when
the shortest format was intro-

duced.

tournaments, particularly the
ODI World Cup, provide the
50-over game with an import-
ant platform.

Rhodes also discussed
South Africa’s prospects at the
2027 ODI World Cup, which
the country will co-host with
Zimbabwe and Namibia. He
said South Africans were ex-
cited about staging the tourna-

ment and hoped the na-
tional team could fi-
nally win another

In- this stage, | ICC limit-
stead, the fewteIl"I:rIIdtIfI:\I:e‘IvIIJIiIl::eral ed-overs tro-
three for- A - - . phy.

series,” while adding that it
ilnatslhavg remained “very difficult to .TIlie forrrller
evelope think of cricket without the cricketer also
aIOIIgStIlde 50-over version. pra;s?d th?
each other, evolution o
although the - Rhodes Jonty, Former fielding, noting

growing
number of
franchise leagues
could create greater
competition for players and
scheduling space.

He also highlighted the im-
portance of fans in preserving
ODI cricket. According to
Rhodes, supporters remain
deeply attached to their nation-
al teams and will continue fol-
lowing them regardless of the
format. Major international

South Africa cricketer

that modern
teams place far
ereater emphasis on
athleticism, fitness and
fielding standards. He credited
players and coaches for raising
expectations and said teams
could no longer afford to hide
weak fielders. Rhodes’ com-
ments come as international
cricket continues to balance
traditional formats with the
rapid expansion of franchise
T20 leagues worldwide.

Miller, Allen, Klaasen headline
ILT20 signings for the 5 season

DUBAI

International stars David
Miller, Finn Allen and Hein-
rich Klaasen will headline the
pre-auction signings for the
fifth season of the DP World
International League T20
(ILT20), while Australian
all-rounder Marcus Stoinis
will return to the tournament
after a three-year absence.

New Zealand opener Finn
Allen has joined Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders, while South
African batters David Miller
and Heinrich Klaasen have
signed for Gulf Giants. All
three will make their maiden
appearances in the ILT20.
Stoinis, meanwhile, will rep-
resent Dubai Capitals as he
returns to the competition.

Allen is regarded as one of
the most destructive openers
in T20 cricket. The 27-year-
old has scored 1,663 runs in
62 T20 International matches,
including three centuries, at a
strike rate of 170.73. He also
hit a 33-ball century against
South Africa in the 2026 T20
World Cup semi-final. Miller
has scored 2,804 T20I runs
for South Africa, while Klaas-
en has accumulated 1,000
runs in 58 T20Is and is known
for his aggressive batting
against spin.

Other notable signings in-
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Abu Dhabi Knight Riders

Finn Allen, Jason Holder, Sunil Narine

Desert Vipers

Shimron Hetmyer

Dubai Capitals

Mustafizur Rahman, Rovman Powell

MI Emirates

Nicholas Pooran, Rashid Khan,

Romario Shepherd

Sharjah Warriorz

Sikandar Raza

clude Jason Holder and Sunil
Narine for Abu Dhabi Knight
Riders, Shimron Hetmyer for
Desert Vipers, Mustafizur
Rahman and Rovman Powell
for Dubai Capitals, and Nich-
olas Pooran, Rashid Khan
and Romario Shepherd for
MI Emirates. Sikandar Raza
will return to Sharjah War-
riorz.

The six franchises com-
pleted their foreign-player
pre-auction signings by the
August 3 deadline, with each
team allowed up to four such

signings. The Season 5 play-
er auction will be held in
Dubai on October 1, where
teams will add UAE, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia and other for-
eign players. Each squad can
have between 18 and 23
players, with one additional
wildcard signing permitted
after the auction.

The high-profile additions
are expected to significantly
strengthen the league’s bat-
ting firepower and add fur-
ther international appeal to
its fifth season.

lished control and secured a
convincing 15-7 victory to
claim the women’s épée
crown. The success has
strengthened her confidence
ahead of upcoming interna-
tional competitions.

Taniksha now has her
sights set on the Asian com-
petitions and the Olympics.
She said she would continue
training with the aim of deliv-
ering her best performances
on the biggest stages.

The Commonwealth gold
represents the reward for
years of discipline, prepara-
tion and perseverance. For
Taniksha, however, the
achievement is not only a
. personal accomplish-
ment but also a mo-
ment of pride for In-
dia.

She said the vic-
tory belonged not
just to her, but to

the country that

earned the gold
through her suc-
cess.

That fencing, despite being a
respected sport, does not
receive enough support and
promotion in India.

- Taniksha Khatri, Indian Navy
officer and fencer

Trump backs
under-fire FIFA
Gianni Infantino

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
has thrown his support behind
FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino, who is facing growing
criticism from several football
governing bodies over his
leadership and a controversial
proposal involving private in-
vestment in World Cup com-
mercial rights. Trump warned
that removing Infantino
would be a “terrible mistake”
and described the FIFA chief
as a highly successful leader.

Trump’s intervention comes
at a time when Infantino is
under increasing pressure
from major football confeder-
ations. UEFA, the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation (AFC) and
CONCACAF have jointly
criticised the FIFA president
over a proposal to sell a stake
in World Cup commercial
rights to private investors.
The plan was withdrawn fol-
lowing widespread opposi-
tion. The three confederations
accused Infantino of acting
without adequate consultation
and said the episode had dam-
aged trust in FIFA leadership.
They have called for an inde-
pendent review and stronger
safeguards to prevent similar
decisions from being taken
without wider consultation
among FIFA’s member asso-
ciations.

Rhodes, Abraham unveil Rotterdam Dockers Jersey

NEW DELHI

Former South African cricket-
er Jonty Rhodes and Bolly-
wood actor John Abraham
unveiled the official jersey of
Rotterdam Dockers ahead of
the inaugural European T20
m{h SR T

Premier League (ETPL).

The unveiling marks another
step towards the launch of the
new franchise-based cricket
competition, which aims to
expand the reach and popular-
ity of T20 cricket across Eu-
rope. Rotterdam Dockers will

IO e

represent the Netherlands in
the tournament.

Rhodes, widely regarded as
one of cricket’s finest fielders,
has been associated with the
Rotterdam franchise, while
Abraham is part of the owner-
ship group. Their presence at
the jersey launch added sig-
nificant attention to the team
ahead of the inaugural season.

The ETPL is expected to
bring together international
players and emerging Europe-
an talent, providing a plat-
form for cricketers from the
continent to gain greater ex-
posure in a competitive T20
environment.

Rotterdam Dockers will
look to build a strong identity
around the new franchise as
preparations gather pace. The
jersey unveiling is also ex-
pected to help strengthen the

team’s connection with local
supporters and cricket fans in
the Netherlands.

The competition is being
positioned as an important de-
velopment for European
cricket, where T20 leagues
have grown in popularity in
recent years. Organisers are
hoping the ETPL will create a
sustainable professional path-
way for players while attract-
ing international audiences
and commercial interest.

With Rhodes’ cricketing
credentials and Abraham’s
profile in Indian entertain-
ment and sports, Rotterdam
Dockers have already gener-
ated considerable interest be-
fore taking the field. The fran-
chise will now focus on com-
pleting its squad and prepara-
tions for the historic first
edition of the ETPL.
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