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Ashoka asks Siddaramaiah 
to respond to sting claims

Opposition leader demands evidence and a probe as allegations 
of a political conspiracy against Karnataka ministers intensify.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition R. 
Ashoka on Sunday urged 
former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah to respond to the 
sting operation allegations 
raised by Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar, demand-
ing clarity on claims that 
ministers had been targeted.

Speaking at the BJP office 
in Malleshwaram, Ashoka 
said Shivakumar had repeat-
edly claimed that a sting op-
eration had been conducted 
against Cabinet ministers 
and that he possessed infor-
mation about it. Such state-
ments, he said, had created 
suspicion about the entire 
Cabinet.

“Should the ministers con-
tinue to live in fear? All 30 
ministers are now under sus-
picion,” Ashoka said, de-
manding that Shivakumar 
either file an FIR or produce 
evidence and identify those 
behind the alleged operation.

Ashoka also called on Sid-
daramaiah to break his si-
lence, alleging that he had 

remained quiet even during 
the special session of the leg-
islature. He demanded that 
allegations against the BJP 
and JD(S) be stopped.

Kumaraswamy’s claims
Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy had alleged that 
the purported sting operation 
led the Congress high com-
mand to remove Siddara-
maiah from the Chief Minis-
ter’s post. He claimed Sidda-
ramaiah had travelled to 
Delhi expecting discussions 
on Cabinet expansion but 
was confronted with the 

sting allegations and forced 
to resign. Kumaraswamy 
also alleged that a media or-
ganisation and the Congress 
high command were in-
volved.

MLA claims evidence
On Friday, Mandya MLA 
Ganiga Ravikumar alleged 
that a Union Minister and a 
senior Karnataka BJP leader 
had hired private agencies 
based in Delhi and Kolkata 
to target officials in the 
Chief Minister’s Office and 
Cabinet ministers.

Ravikumar claimed the 
agencies were provided ac-
commodation at a private 
hotel in Bengaluru and paid 
to conduct the operation. 
Displaying a pen drive, he 
said evidence relating to a 
plan to target 10 ministers 
would be released at an ap-
propriate time.

He said he would urge 
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar to look into the docu-
ments. The allegations have 
triggered demands for evi-
dence and a formal probe.

Vijayendra warns of siege over 
FIRs against BJP workers

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka BJP president B.Y. 
Vi jayendra  on  Sunday 
warned that the party would 
lay siege to police stations 
and district Superintendent of 
Police (SP) offices if FIRs 
continued to be registered 
against BJP workers for sub-
mitting Form 7 applications 
during the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls.

Addressing the media after 
the state BJP Core Committee 
meeting, Vijayendra accused 
the Congress government of 
misusing the police and cre-
ating confusion over the is-
sue.  He said the High Court 
had also criticised the govern-
ment’s approach.

“If the government contin-
ues to register FIRs against 
our workers, the BJP will not 
remain silent,” Vijayendra 
warned.

Permanent Resident 
Certificates
The Core Committee objected 
to the state government au-
thorising Panchayat Develop-
ment Officers and municipal 
commissioners to issue Per-
manent Resident Certificates. 
Vijayendra said the power 
should be restricted to tahsil-
dars and officials above their 
rank. The party would write 
to the government and bring 
the matter to the Election 
Commission’s attention.
Local body polls
With by-elections likely to be 
announced soon, the BJP would 
consult JD(S) leaders before fi-
nalising its candidate, Vijayendra 
said. He alleged discrepancies in 
reservation lists for Zilla Pancha-
yat and Taluk Panchayat elec-
tions and urged the government 
not to delay the polls.The BJP 
will appoint election in-charges 
and establish district-level elec-
tion management committees to 
prepare for the contests.

Sting operation and 
KPSC
On alleged sting operations 
involving ruling party lead-
ers, Vijayendra said the BJP 
would respond after the facts 
emerged. He called for clarity 
on those behind the opera-
tions and the veracity of the 
allegations.

On alleged Karnataka Pub-
lic Service Commission re-
cruitment irregularities, he 
demanded an impartial inves-
tigation and strict action 
against those found guilty. He 
also urged the government to 
correct reservation-list dis-
crepancies and conduct local 
body elections transparently.KPSC recruitment scam: Accused give 

conflicting statements to ED
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Enforcement Director-
ate is intensifying its inves-
tigation into alleged irregu-
larities in Karnataka Public 
Service Commission’s veter-
inary recruitment, with two 
key accused reportedly de-
nying the allegations and 
giving differing accounts 
during questioning.

The ED is questioning for-
mer KPSC chairman Shi-
vashankarappa Sahukar and 
commission member Geetha 
in connection with the al-
leged recruitment scam. 
Their statements are being 
examined alongside finan-
cial records and other evi-
dence collected by investiga-
tors.

Geetha denies role
Geetha has reportedly de-
nied any involvement in the 
alleged irregularities and 
told investigators that she 
had no direct knowledge of 
the recruitment process be-
yond attending commission 
meetings and signing docu-
ments.

She is said to have asked 
officials to direct their ques-
tions to Sahukar, stating that 
she attended meetings before 
the examination and after 
the results were announced, 
and subsequently signed the 
relevant records.

Investigators have report-
edly questioned her explana-
tion, examining whether a 
member of the commission 
could have signed official 
documents without knowing 

the details of the process. 
Her alleged statements have 
not independently estab-
lished the extent of her role.

Financial transactions 
under scrutiny
The ED has reportedly gath-
ered information about fi-
nancial transactions between 
Sahukar and Geetha, along 
with documents relating to 
the dealings. 
Investigators are also exam-
ining allegations that money 
was collected from candi-
dates and their parents.

The agency is looking into 
how candidates and their 
families were allegedly con-
tacted, how money was dis-
cussed and collected, and 
whether commission mem-
bers were involved. 

The allegations remain un-
der investigation, and the 
accused have denied wrong-
doing.

Further questioning 
planned
Officials are reportedly pre-
paring to confront the ac-
cused with the evidence col-
lected so far and conduct 
further questioning. The in-

vestigation is expected to 
focus on financial transac-
tions, documentary evidence 
and possible links between 
the accused and candidates.

The ED’s probe aims to 
establish the sequence of 
events and determine wheth-
er recruitment irregularities 
involved financial dealings 
or the manipulation of the 
selection process.

PAWNING DISPUTE ENDS IN MURDER; 
ACCUSED ARRESTED

Philately Passport draws crowds 
to Bengaluru post offices

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A dispute over the return of a 
pawned mobile phone al-
legedly ended in murder, with 
a man being beaten to death 
with a wooden club near 
Vidyapeetha Circle in Benga-
luru on Saturday night.

The deceased, Manjunath 
alias Koli Manju, was al-
legedly attacked by Palani, 
who has since been arrested 
by the C.K. Achukattu police.

According to preliminary 
information, both men have 
criminal backgrounds. Man-
junath, who worked as a ma-
son, had lent money to Palani 
a few days ago after the latter 
pawned his mobile phone 
with him.

Argument turns violent
The two men met near a bar 
close to Vidyapeetha Circle 

on Saturday night. During the 
meeting, Palani allegedly de-
manded that Manjunath im-
mediately return his mobile 
phone, which he had pawned 
in exchange for money.

The demand led to a heated 
argument, which soon escalat-
ed into a violent confronta-
tion. In a fit of rage, Palani 
allegedly picked up a wooden 
club lying nearby and repeat-
edly struck Manjunath on the 
head and other vital parts of 
his body.

Manjunath sustained severe 
injuries, particularly to his 
head, and died on the spot, 
police said.

Following information 
about the incident, personnel 
from the C.K. Achukattu po-
lice station rushed to the spot 
and inspected the scene. The 
body was subsequently shift-
ed to Victoria Hospital for a 

postmortem examination and 
completion of the necessary 
legal procedures.

Police confirmed that Pala-
ni had been arrested in con-
nection with the murder. Fur-
ther investigation is under 
way to establish the sequence 
of events leading to the fatal 
assault.

The incident highlights how 
a dispute over a financial 
transaction and the recovery 
of a pawned possession al-
legedly escalated into a fatal 
confrontation between two 
acquaintances.

Cyber fraudsters drain ₹306 crore 
from Bengaluru in three years

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru residents have lost 
a staggering ₹306 crore to cy-
ber fraudsters over the past 
three years, with criminals 
increasingly using threats of 
“digital arrest” to extort mon-
ey from unsuspecting victims.

According to Bengaluru 
City Police data, 936 cases 
were registered in 2024, in-
volving losses of ₹132 crore. 
In 2025, 217 cases were re-
ported, with victims losing 
₹111 crore. As of September 
30, 2026, another 69 cases 
had been registered, involving 
losses of ₹61 crore.

Despite the decline in re-
ported cases, the amount lost 
remains substantial, highlight-
ing the growing sophistication 
of cyber fraud networks.

Police action
Since 2024, Bengaluru police 
have registered 1,222 cases 
and arrested 58 accused. They 
have frozen ₹97.75 crore in 

various bank accounts, recov-
ered ₹21.33 crore and re-
turned ₹12.44 crore to vic-
tims.

Educated citizens, technol-
ogy professionals and senior 
citizens are among the prima-
ry targets. Fraudsters contact 
victims through WhatsApp, 

Telegram and other platforms, 
posing as officials of investi-
gative agencies.

They threaten victims with 
fabricated allegations involv-
ing drug parcels or illegal 
money transfers, keep them 
on video calls for hours and 
pressure them into transfer-
ring large sums under the pre-
text of a digital arrest.

A senior police officer clar-
ified that no investigative 
agency conducts digital ar-
rests or demands money from 
individuals. 

Police attribute the decline 
in cases and losses this year 
partly to public awareness 
campaigns and stricter en-
forcement.

Authorities have urged citi-
zens to remain vigilant and 
report suspicious calls imme-
diately. They stressed that 
awareness is essential to pre-
vent cybercriminals from ex-
ploiting fear and coercing 
people into transferring their 
savings.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A special blue booklet called 
the Philately Passport has 
generated considerable inter-
est in Karnataka, with stamp 
collectors, young people and 
travel enthusiasts queuing 
outside post offices in Benga-
luru to obtain it.

Introduced by India Post, 
the booklet allows visitors to 
collect special postal cancel-
lations and seals associated 
with 100 tourist destinations 
across the state. Priced at 
₹600, it offers travellers a 
unique way to preserve mem-
ories of their visits to popular 
attractions. Designed to re-

semble a regular passport, the 
booklet enables visitors to 
document their journeys by 
collecting special postal seals 
from designated post offices. 
Tourist destinations such as 
Hampi, Mysuru Palace, Chi-
tradurga Fort and Bannerghat-
ta are among the places fea-
tured in the initiative.

Unlike photographs and 
digital souvenirs, the booklet 
provides a physical record of 
travel experiences through 
postal memorabilia. Collec-
tors can build a personalised 
collection as they explore dif-
ferent parts of Karnataka.

The initiative has attracted 
considerable attention, with 

people reportedly travelling to 
Bengaluru post offices from 
various parts of the state to 
purchase the booklet. Some 
enthusiasts even began queu-
ing the previous night, reflect-
ing the strong demand.

According to the reported 
distribution plan, 2,000 book-
lets were scheduled to be dis-
tributed on the day, while the 
overall target is to make 8,000 
Philately Passports available 
across Karnataka.

The initiative seeks to en-
courage interest in philately, 
the collection and study of 
postage stamps and related 
postal materials. By linking 
stamp collecting with tourism, 
India Post aims to give visitors 
an additional reason to explore 
the state’s heritage sites.

Local resistance 
stalls Yele Mallappa 
Shetty Lake fencing

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Minor Irrigation 
Department has sought 

police protection to 
resume fencing work at 

Yele Mallappa Shetty 
Lake in east Bengaluru 

following opposition from 
local farmers and resi-

dents. In an affidavit 
before the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT), the 
department said fencing 

had been completed 
along 6.3 km of the lake’s 
9.3-km perimeter, leaving 
3 km unfinished. Farmers 

from Hirandahalli are 
opposing the work, 

demanding road access 
to their plots and a nearby 

graveyard. The depart-
ment has sought five 
additional months to 

complete the fencing. The 
drive follows an NGT 

order issued in 2022 to 
protect the lake, remove 

encroachments and 
address pollution. 

Officials have also sought 
police assistance for 
resurveying the lake 

boundaries.

New scan detects ovarian 
cancer spread with 86% 

accuracy: Study
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A study by doctors at 
Aster International 

Institute of Oncology in 
Bengaluru has found that 
FAPI PET/CT scans can 
detect ovarian cancer 

spread more accurately 
than conventional CT 

scans, potentially improv-
ing treatment planning.
Researchers evaluated a 

Fibroblast Activation 
Protein Inhibitor (FAPI) 
tracer to assess cancer 

spread, particularly to the 
peritoneum, the lining of 

the abdominal cavity. 
Identifying deposits is cru-

cial in determining 
whether patients should 

undergo surgery or receive 
chemotherapy first.

Conventional contrast-en-
hanced CT scans may 

miss small or flat cancer 
deposits. The FAPI PET/CT 

technique achieved an 
accuracy rate of 86%, said 

Dr. S.P. Somashekhar, 
Global Director of the insti-
tute and lead investigator.
The study found that the 

scan influenced treatment 
decisions in approximately 

18% to 21% of patients. 
Doctors said improved 

assessment before sur-
gery could help tailor 

treatment strategies to 
individual patients, par-

ticularly those with 
advanced disease.

The BJP has threatened 
protests at police 

stations and SP offices, 
accusing the Congress 

government of 
targeting its workers 

over Form 7 
submissions.

“We will lay siege to 
the concerned police 

stations and SP offices.”
— B.Y. Vijayendra, 

BJP state president

ED Probe
KEY ACCUSED

Shivashankarappa 
Sahukar and Geetha

GEETHA’S STAND

Denies involvement and 
points to former 

chairman

ED FOCUS

Financial transactions, 
documents and 
candidate links

NEXT STEP

Further questioning 
based on collected 

evidence

CYBER FRAUD LOSSES

Lost to digital-arrest 
fraud (₹ crore)

2024 132

2025 111

2026* 61
*To September 30. Cases: 936, 217 and 
69. Source: Bengaluru City Police

WHAT IS THE 
PHILATELY 
PASSPORT

A blue booklet from India 
Post designed to resemble a 
regular passport. It collects 
special postal cancellations 
and seals from 100 tourist 
destinations across 
Karnataka and costs ₹600.

?

R. Ashoka
Leader of the Opposition

Temple cleanliness drive clears 344 kg of waste
CH NEWS, BENGALURU: The Bengaluru Central City Corporation cleared around 344 kg of 

waste from the surroundings of 22 temples across five divisions as part of its special 
cleanliness drive. The fourth phase of the initiative covered Shantinagar, C.V. Raman Na-
gar, Shivajinagar, Chamarajpet and Chickpet, with 172 pourakarmikas and 56 sanitation 

staff deployed. Workers removed plastic, discarded flowers, food waste, paper, water bot-
tles, dry leaves and other garbage, segregating wet and dry waste for disposal. “Maintain-
ing cleanliness in the surroundings of temples is our collective responsibility,” said corpo-
ration Commissioner Jagadeesha G. The drive aims to improve hygiene for devotees and 

strengthen Bengaluru’s performance in the Swachh Survekshan 2025–26 rankings.

Planters seek Rs 
50 lakh 

compensation for 
wildlife deaths

CH NEWS
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Plant-
ers’ Association (KPA) 
has urged the Centre 

and State government 
to raise compensation 
for deaths caused by 

human-wildlife conflict 
from around Rs 20 lakh 
to Rs 50 lakh. Ahead of 
its 68th annual general 

meeting, the associ-
ation also sought a 

real-time compensa-
tion portal to settle 

claims within 30 days. 
It said conflicts involv-

ing elephants, wild 
boar, bison and mon-
keys had intensified in 
Kodagu, Hassan and 

Chikkamagaluru. 



Smriti Mandhana named UNICEF India celebrity advocate 
GIRLS’ EMPOWERMENT

NEW DELHI
 

Newly-appointed India wom-
en’s cricket captain Smriti 
Mandhana has been named a 
celebrity advocate by UNICEF 
India, with the organisation 
seeking to leverage her influ-
ence to promote equal opportu-
nities, health and well-being for 
adolescent girls.
Promoting girls’ rights  
and potential
The announcement was made 
on Sunday to mark the Interna-
tional Day of the Girl, which 
draws attention to girls’ rights, 
safety, leadership and potential, 
while highlighting the barriers 
that continue to restrict their 
choices. In her new role, Mand-
hana will support UNICEF In-

dia’s efforts to empower ado-
lescent girls, improve their 
health and well-being, and help 
them access opportunities to 
learn, play and lead.
Mandhana’s vision  
for empowerment
“I am deeply honoured to join 
UNICEF India as a Celebrity Ad-
vocate. Growing up playing crick-
et taught me that every dream 
begins with an opportunity. With 
hard work, determination, and en-
couragement, that opportunity can 
turn into something extraordinary. 
Every child and young person de-
serves the chance to dream big 
and reach their full potential,” 
Mandhana said.
Support from Little Master
Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar, 
who is  associa ted  wi th 

UNICEF as its Regional Am-
bassador for South Asia and a 
long-time partner, welcomed 
the move. “Welcome to the @
UNICEFIndia family, 
@mandhana_smriti! You 
inspire millions on the 
field, and I know you 
will be a brilliant 
voice for children’s 
rights off it,” Ten-
dulkar tweeted.

An Arjuna Award re-
cipient, Mandhana was 
appointed captain of the 
Indian women’s cricket 
team earlier this week 
after Harmanpreet 
Kaur stepped down 
from the role. Cur-
rently regarded as one 
of the best batters in 

women’s cricket, Mandhana 
holds several coveted records 
to her name. Born in Mumbai 
o n July 18, 1996, she 

is also the youngest captain of 
the Indian cricket team - men’s 
or women’s. 
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Railways 
opens 3,548 

graduate-level 
posts

Morgan Rogers 
shines 

in Chelsea’s 
victory

Conflicts, debt 
dominate 

IMF‑World Bank 
talks
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MYSURU DASARA GETS OFF TO A VIBRANT START
Gavi Mutt seer inaugurates celebrations with a call to conserve rivers; recalls the grandeur of bygone times.
MYSURU
 
The legendary Mysuru Dasara 
2026 (Nada Habba) got off to 
a traditional start with Kop-
pal’s Gavi Mutt seer Mahas-
wamiji lighting a lamp and 
offering flowers to the idol of 
Goddess Chamundeshwari, 
the presiding deity of Mysuru, 
atop the Chamundi Hills here 
on Sunday.

Dasara has evolved into  
a people’s festival: Seer
Speaking after inaugurating 
the 11-day festivities, swami-
ji said Mysuru Dasara, once 
a royal celebration, has 
evolved into a people’s festi-
val reflecting Karnataka’s 
cultural heritage, unity and 
social harmony.

He said that thousands of 
people worked behind the 
scenes to make the festival a 
grand success. He prayed to 
Goddess Chamundeshwari 
for good rains, bumper 
crops, farmers’ welfare and 
prosperity and appealed to 
the people to uphold ethical 
values above caste identities.

Recalling the contributions 
of the Mysuru royal family, 
he cited Shivanasamudra’s 
power generation and Queen 
Kempananjammanni’s con-
tribution to dam construction 
as examples of commitment 
to public welfare. He also 
hailed Siddaganga Mutt seer 
Shivakumara Swamiji’s ser-
vice to students.

“Technology can down-
load almost everything, but 
not food. We depend on 
crops grown by farmers,” he 
said, calling for greater atten-
tion to agriculture and con-
servation of the Cauvery, 
Krishna and Tungabhadra 
rivers.

The seer also urged people 
to conserve land and water, 
plant trees, strengthen village 
schools and ensure access to 
education, citing Harekala 
Hajabba’s efforts to establish 
a school for underprivileged 
children.

Mysuru Dasara: Key 
dates & schedule

Festival duration
11 days of Navaratri and Vijayadashami 
celebrations.

Inauguration
At the Sri Chamundeshwari Temple 
atop Chamundi Hill on Sunday.

Nandi Dhwaja Puja
at Mysuru Palace on October 21 (sched-
uled around 1:36 pm).

Drone show
Scheduled on specific evenings (Octo-
ber 17, 18, 20, and 21) near the Torch-
light Parade grounds.

Jamboo Savari
October 21, starting from Mysuru Palace 
around 4:35 pm and heading to Bannim-
antap, carrying the idol of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari in the golden howdah.

Torchlight parade (Panjina Kavayathu):

October 20–21 at the Bannimantap  
Parade Grounds starting at 7 pm.

May Goddess bless people 
and people bless govt: CM 

MYSURU
 

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Sunday said Dasara 
transcended religious and com-
munity boundaries, drawing on 
the traditions of the Vi-
jayanagara Empire and Mysu-
ru rulers. Preserving this lega-
cy for future generations was a 
collective responsibility, he 
added.

Speaking at the Dasara inau-
gural ceremony, he called for 
an end to caste and religious 
divisions. Stressing the impor-
tance of love, peace, humanity 
and mutual respect, he ap-
pealed to the younger genera-
tions to preserve Karnataka’s 
literature, music, folk arts and 
performing traditions, includ-
ing Veeragase.

After seeking the blessings 
of Goddess Chamundeshwari 
for state and its citizens, the 
CM sought people’s support 
for his government.

Shivakumar said his rela-
tionship with seers was beyond 
question and clarified that he 
had never asked them to serve 
him personally, but had urged 
them to serve the state. Some 
people had distorted his re-
marks, he said, asking people 
not to be distracted by such 

interpretations.
“I am a representative of the 

people, while the seers here 
represent their devotees and 
communities. This is a memo-
rable day in my life and marks 
the beginning of a new chap-
ter,” he said.

Praising the Koppal Gavisid-
dheshwara seer for his contri-
butions, the CM described his 
work as a model for the coun-
try and said the State needed a 
commitment to water conser-
vation.

Dasara, he said, symbolised 
unity and collective progress. 
The government had included 
Kambala, the traditional buffa-
lo race of Coastal Karnataka, 
in the festivities to promote 
Karnataka’s art and culture de-
spite opposition, he added.

Mysuru’s identity was 
shaped not merely by its pal-
ace but also by people’s faith 
in its cultural heritage, he said. 
This year’s procession would 
feature tableaux representing 
the Army, Air Force and Navy.

He also claimed that nearly 
all states, except one or two, 
had adopted Karnataka’s guar-
antee schemes. He expressed 
hope that the prayers of seers 
would bring prosperity to the 
state.

MYSURU PALACE SHINES IN GOLDEN SPLENDOUR
Mysuru:  The illuminated Mysuru Palace glitters against the night sky during 

Dasara 2026, showcasing the city’s royal heritage and festive spirit. Thousands 
of golden lights outline the palace’s magnificent architecture, while an ornate 

illuminated gateway adds to the spectacle. Visitors, families and tourists throng 
the surroundings to admire the dazzling display and capture photographs. The 
illumination celebrates Mysuru’s rich cultural legacy and the grandeur of Nada 

Habba, drawing people into the festive atmosphere. The city’s streets glow with 
decorative lights as Dasara celebrations continue, turning Mysuru into a vibrant 

showcase of tradition and architectural splendour.

Chennai gets  
Modi-Vijay moment

PM OPENS RS 4,900 CR WORTH CHENNAI 
METRO STRETCH; TAKES RIDE WITH CM VIJAY.

CHENNAI
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday inaugurated the 15-
km Poonamallee Bypass-Va-
dapalani stretch of Chennai 
Metro Rail Phase II, built at a 
cost of around Rs 4,900 crore, 
and took a train ride with Tam-
il Nadu Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay.

Modi and Vijay flagged off 
the new Metro services in the 
presence of Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernor Rajendra Vishwanath 
Arlekar. The Prime Minister 
also bought a ticket and briefly 
interacted with an employee at 
the ticket counter before board-
ing the train with Vijay and 
other officials.

The newly-inaugurated sec-
tion is part of Corridor 4 of 
Phase II and features 11 elevat-
ed stations. The stretch is ex-
pected to improve connectivity 
between Chennai's western 
suburbs and the city centre, 

while reducing travel time for 
daily commuters.

Modi offers prayers at 
IIT-Madras temple

During his visit, Modi also 
offered prayers at the Sri Jal-
akanteswara Swamy temple on 
the IIT-Madras campus, ac-
companied by Vijay and Gov-
ernor Arlekar.

Tradit ional  music was 
played to welcome the Prime 
Minister. Priests explained the 
significance of a Srichakra at a 
sub-shrine dedicated to Lord 
Krishna and Lord Rama, where 
Modi offered flowers as part of 
the worship.

The centuries-old Lord Shiva 
temple on the campus was re-
furbished after the establish-
ment of the premier education-
al institution.

Will work with CM Vijay for TN's growth: Modi
Chennai: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday said he has taken development as his 
'mantra,' and reaffirmed his commitment to serve the people of Tamil Nadu and ensuring 

the state's progress by working with Chief Minister Vijay. He listed out the rapid strides 
made in various sectors in the last 12 years, including the significant jump in defence ex-
ports. In his address after inaugurating and laying the foundation stone for railway, road 

and petroleum-related projects worth about Rs 13,000 crore with Vijay, the PM underscored 
his commitment to ensure development. "I have always taken country's development as 

my mantra," he said. He said when he was CM, he got the opportunity to interact with late 
leaders M Karunanidhi and J Jayalalithaa when they headed Tamil Nadu. And, after becom-

ing prime minister, he could work with former CMs O Panneerselvam, Edappadi K Pala-
niswami and MK Stalin. "Governments may change, but my resolve for Tamil Nadu' devel-
opment, serving its people remains steadfast. With this determination to serve people, to-

gether with CM Vijay, we are taking forward the development of the state," he said.

Governments may change, but my 
resolve for Tamil Nadu' develop-

ment, serving its people remains steadfast.
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

New role and 
responsibilities

 Smriti Mandhana, India women's crick-
et captain, has been appointed a celebri-
ty advocate for UNICEF India.

 Her role will focus on promoting equal 
opportunities, health, and well-being for 
adolescent girls.

The announcement coincided with 
the International Day of the Girl, high-

lighting girls' rights and potential.

 Mandhana expressed honour 
and emphasised that every 

child deserves the chance to 
dream big and reach their full 

potential.

‘Vote chori’: Kharge, Rahul to 
meet CJI Surya Kant today  

BENGALURU
 

Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Sunday said he and 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
would meet Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) Surya Kant be-
tween 4 pm and 5 pm on Mon-
day to apprise him of the oppo-
sition's concerns over alleged 
“vote chori” and seek his inter-
vention.

Speaking to reporters in 
Bengaluru, Kharge accused 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah of creating chaos 
across the country, alleging 
that the heavy security deploy-
ment and mass detentions 
during Saturday's protests in 
Delhi reflected the govern-
ment's fear of the youth-led 
agitation.

“We have sought a time be-
tween 4 and 5 pm. We will also 
apprise him, as we cannot de-
mand. Only with folded hands, 
we can request him,” Kharge 
said, referring to the proposed 
meeting with the CJI.

“Chaos is being created in 
the country by the home minis-
ter and the prime minister, and 
everywhere an undeclared 
emergency is imposed,” he 
added.

Kharge said both he and Ra-
hul Gandhi had written to the 
CJI seeking an appointment. In 
a post on X, the Congress pres-
ident reiterated that they would 
meet Surya Kant on Monday to 
apprise him of the situation.

Opposition parties have been 
protesting since Tuesday, ac-
cusing the BJP and the prime 
minister of facilitating alleged 
electoral manipulation through 
what they call “vote chori”.

Over 100 detained 
on Day 2 of CJP stir

NEW DELHI
 

Over 100 protesters were de-
tained in Delhi on Sunday as 
demonstrations called by the 
Cockroach Janata Party en-
tered a second day, with partic-
ipants attempting to march to 
Jantar Mantar amid a heavy 
security presence. 

Police detained members of 
student groups including the 
Students’ Federation of India, 
All India Students’ Association 
and Krantikari Yuva Sangath-
an, along with CJP supporters, 
as they tried to converge on the 
protest site from various loca-
tions across the capital. 
CPI(M) MP John Brittas was 
among those taken into custo-
dy, as per police sources.
Cops file 20 FIRs, charges 
include assault on cops
Delhi police have registered 20 
FIRs in connection with CJP 
protest against CEC  Gya-
nesh Kumar over alleged ir-
regularities in the SIR, offi-
cials said on Sunday. The 
FIRs include charges related 
to assault on police personnel 
and obstruction of public ser-
vants in the discharge of their 
duties, among other offences, 
officials said.

109 migrants die after boat capsizes off Djibouti
GENEVA 

 
At least 109 migrants died, in-
cluding 15 children, and 116 
went missing when a boat sank 
off the shores of Djibouti over-
night on October 8-9, a 
UN agency said Sunday.

Survivors said the 
vessel, which was car-
rying 350 people from 
Djibouti to Yemen, 
capsized north of the 
Djibouti town of Obock, as 
per a statement by the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM).

"This is a devastating loss of 
life. Our thoughts are with the 
survivors and the families who 
have lost loved ones or remain 
without news of their rela-
tives," said Alexandre Coissac, 
IOM chief of mission in Dji-
bouti, in the statement.

He said IOM teams were on 
the ground alongside Djibou-
tian authorities to provide 
emergency aid. "This tragedy 
is a stark reminder of the dan-
gers faced by migrants along 

this migration corridor as 
they seek economic op-
portunities" by trying to 
cross the Bab el-Man-
deb Strait to Yemen 
and then to reach Gulf 

countries. Among the 
109 bodies recovered were 

52 men, 42 women and 15 
children -- nine girls and six 
boys -- the statement said.

Over 80 people survived the 
shipwreck, all Ethiopian na-
tionals. "Poverty, insecurity 
and the growing impacts of 
climate change drive many to 
undertake this journey, despite 
mounting instability across the 
Middle East," the IOM said.

Yemen is stricken by fight-
ing between the Saudi-backed 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  Te h -
ran-backed Houthi rebels, who 
have joined in the regional 
conflict involving the US and 
its allies against Iran.

It said it was assisting 64 
survivors at a migrant centre in 
Obock. "Djiboutian authorities 
are continuing search and res-
cue operations as fears grow 
for those still missing."

Since September 10, the 
IOM detected over 20,000 
crossings to Djibouti from 
Ethiopia. 

IN SHORT
> The dead include 15 children.
> Some 116 are still missing.
> 80 survived the shipwreck
> �Boat was ferrying 350 from  

Djibouti to Yemen.
> It sank off the shores of Djibouti.

Fresh deluge sweep 
away houses, 

bridges in Nepal 
KATHMANDU: Several houses 
and bridges were swept away 
by a flash flood in the Budhi 
Gandaki River in Nepal’s 
Gorkha district on Sunday 
morning, while a separate inci-
dent involving the Kaligandaki 
River left 40 people reported 
missing, as per an official.

The flash flood occurred in 
the Chumnubri village in 
Gorkha district after the water 
level increased in Budhi Ganda-
ki, a tributary of the Trishuli 
River, downstream from anoth-
er tributary where a glacier col-
lapse caused a flood on August 
26, killing 1,457 people and 
leaving thousands missing. No 
casualties had been confirmed 
in the Budhi Gandaki incident 
at the time of the initial reports.

Trump announces 
Russia-Ukraine 

energy ceasefire 
Washington: US president 
Donald Trump on Sunday an-
nounced that both Russia and 
Ukraine have agreed on imme-
diate "energy ceasefire" and 
warned them to not break it.

"Effective immediately, there 
is an ENERGY CEASEFIRE 
in the War between Russia and 
Ukraine. Both parties have 
agreed. Do not break it! Thank 
you for your attention to this 
matter," said Trump in a Truth 
Social post.

However, Ukranian president 
Zelenskyy told Axios that this 
"ceasefire" was "news to him" 
but Ukraine will agree if Rus-
sia does too.He later said on X 
that he was waiting on detailes 
from the US on the ceasefire 
and reiterated that it was im-
portant Russia agrees as well. 

Photo by Hampa Nagaraju

Humanity is the base of 
world peace. Mutts are the 
strength of society, they are 

doing most of the work of the gov-
ernment via Akshara, Anna Dasoha 
besides spreading the message of 
peace.

 
- DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister
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CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

On the occasion of the 
Navaratri and Dasara festi-
vals of 2026, the ‘Dasara Spe-
cial Package Tour’ of famous 
holy places and tourist attrac-
tions in the vicinity, organised 
by the KSRTC Mangaluru 
Division for the public and 
tourists, was ceremoniously 
launched at the Lalbagh Bus 
Stand premises in the city on 
Sunday.

KSRTC Mangaluru Divi-
sional Controller Rajesh and 
the division’s officers and 
staff attended.

The Dasara special tour re-
ceived a good response from 
the public, with a total of 
1,128 passengers travelling in 
25 buses from Mangaluru and 
Udupi on the first day through 
various packages.
From Mangaluru
Details of buses that left from 
Mangaluru: Talakaveri–
Bhagamandala Package: 3 
buses (147 passengers), Kol-
lur Package: 6 buses (295 
passengers), Sigandur Pack-
age: 5 buses (240 passen-
gers), Sringeri Package: 5 
buses (245 passengers), 
Mangaluru Navadurga Exhi-

bition Package: 3 buses (130 
passengers).
From Udupi
Details of buses that left from 
Udupi: Sringeri Package: 1 
bus (43 passengers), Kollur 
Package: 1 bus (28 passen-
gers).
Shakti Peethas
The release stated that this 
special package tour is very 
convenient for devotees to 
witness the major Shakti 
Peethas, religious places and 
the splendour of Dasara 
during the Dasara holidays in 
the coastal and Malnad 
regions.

CH NEWS,  UDUPI

State Kambala Association 
President Belapu Deviprasad 
Shetty said that this time 
Kambala is being organized 
during the Mysuru Dasara 
Mahotsav with the aim of 
promoting the cultural signif-
icance of Tulu Nadu every-
where.

He was speaking at a press 

conference on the selection 
camp at the Miyaru Kambala 
Stadium in Karkala taluk.
Selection under way
The selection process of the 
buffaloes is underway, and 
transparency and accuracy are 
being prioritized in the selec-
tion. 180 pairs of buffaloes 
have participated in the camp. 
A total of 160 pairs of buffa-
loes will be selected for six 

categories. He said that there 
is no room for any confusion 
about the results.
Journey to Mysuru
For the Mysuru Dasara Kam-
bala, the journey will begin 
from Puttur at 8  am on the 
17th. At 12 pm, farmers will 
welcome them at Kush
alnagar, Sampaje, Sullia and 
other places. They are expect-
ed to leave Kushalnagar at 

3  pm and reach Mysuru at 
6.30 pm, he said. There are 
some objections to organizing 
Kambala in outlying districts. 
That is not right. Kambala is 
a sport that is played without 
distinction of caste, creed and 
party, and organizing it in oth-
er districts does not diminish 
its cultural significance. Ef-
forts are also being made to 
introduce various folk art 

forms from outlying districts, 
including Veeragase and Dol-
lu Kunita, in Tulu Nadu. He 
said such cultural exchange 
will help in introducing re-
gional art forms.

Kambala Committee office 
bearers Vijayakumar Kan
ginamane, Uday S Kotian, 
Muchur Kalkude Lokesh 
Shetty, Yeddyur Rajesh Shetty 
were present.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

With the historic Mangaluru 
Dasara and Navaratri Festi-
val-2026 beginning at Kudro-
li Sri Gokarnanatheshwara 
Kshetra on Sunday, the city 
police have advised commut-
ers to take alternative routes 
to avoid traffic congestion 
around the temple during the 
11-day celebrations.

Vehicles travelling from 
Kottara Chowki towards Car 
Street have been advised to 
take the Lalbagh–PVS–
Navabharath route. Those 
travelling from Car Street to-
wards Kulur Ferry Road 
should use the Navabharath–
PVS route.

Parking will be prohibited 
on both sides of the road be-
tween New Chitra Junction 
and Ladyhill. Commuters 
have been asked to park their 
vehicles only in designated 
parking areas and follow in-
structions issued by the traffic 
police.

The festival, a symbol of 
the religious and cultural 
pride of the coastal region, 
will be held at the temple 
from October 11 to 22, with a 
series of religious rituals, cul-
tural programmes, competi-
tions, and traditional celebra-
tions planned throughout the 
period.

CM to inaugurate on Oct 12
Vedic rituals will begin on Oc-
tober 11, and the installation 
of Sri Sharada Mata and the 
Navadurgas will take place at 
noon.Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar will inaugurate 
the Mangaluru Dasara Mahot
sava at 6:30  pm on Octo-
ber 12. Ministers from vari-
ous departments of the state 
government are expected to 
participate in the programme.

The historic Mangaluru 
Dasara Shobhayatra will com-
mence at 4 pm on October 21.
Darbar Mantapa
The temple premises have 
been specially decorated for 
this year’s celebrations. The 
grand Darbar Mantapa, de-
signed in the style of a pal-
ace, will house Sri Mahaga
napathi, Sri Adishakti, the 
Navadurgas, and Sri Sharada 
Mata, the goddess of knowl-
edge, for worship.

Bhajans, dance, music, 
sporting events, and various 
folk art performances will add 

to the festive atmosphere.
Chandika Homa every day
Chandika Homa will be con-
ducted at the temple every 
day at 8:30 am from Octo-
ber 12 to 20. A special mass 
Chandika Homa has been or-
ganised for October 17, with 
the Poornahuthi scheduled for 

11:30 am.
Members of the public will 

also be allowed to participate 
in the Chandika Homa.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The district administration’s 
allocation of land under the 
Pilikula Nisargadham for 
the burial of Muslims has 
drawn opposition from Hin-
du organisations, who are 
preparing to protest in front 
of the Moodushedde Gram 
Panchayat on October 12. 
Two acres of land have been 
given for Muslim burial in 
Botta, a village under the 
Moodushedde Gram Pan-
chayat on the outskirts of 
Mangaluru. 
The land, which was under 
the Pilikula Development 
Authori ty  for  the las t 
28 years, has been handed 
over in the name of Hayatul 
Islam Badriya Jumma Mas-
j id  in  Edru pada .  The 
Moodushedde Gram Pan-
chayat meeting did not take 
a decision. This order has 
led to opposition from the 
villagers.

On June 20, the Tahsildar 
ordered the handover of 
land for the mosque. How-
ever, locals have expressed 
dissatisfaction that the land 
is close to the place of the 
Botta family’s religious dei-
ties and that the burial of 
dead bodies here will dis-
turb the worship of the dei-
ties. The Tahsildar has re-
quested the Dakshina Kan-

nada district administration 
to withdraw this order and 
provide land elsewhere for 
the cemetery.

Thirty years ago, when the 
Pilikula Development Au-
thority was established, lo-
cal farmers had given up 
their Kumki land. Now, the 
sudden handover of the 
same land in Pilikula to 
Muslims, even though there 
were no mosque or Muslim 
houses locally, has caused 
objections. Following this, 
the nameplate of the Pilikula 
Development Authority at 
the site was removed and a 
board was put up in its place 
stating that the land belongs 
to a madrasa. The villagers 
of Moodushedde are prepar-
ing for a massive protest on 
October 12 to demand that 
another place be given for 
the cemetery. A call has 
been given to Moodushedde 
Chalo in the name of the 
Hindu Sanrakshan Samiti.

Saifuddin, former Presi-
dent of Hayatul Islam Bad
riya Jumma Masjid and 
Madrasa, opposed the objec-

tions of Hindu organisations 
and said that the land given 
by the district administration 
for the purpose of the ceme-
tery belonged to the mosque 
and that land was given for 
the cemetery in 1992 itself. 
In 1993, the land was made 
RTC and registered in the 
name of Waqf in 1994. Five 
or six burials have been con-
ducted on the same land in 
the past. Later, that land was 
acquired by Pilikula.

CH NEWS,  UDUPI

The City Police have arrested 
two people on charges of 
breaking into the house of a 
74-year-old woman who lived 
alone and stealing a gold 
chain. A gold chain, a scooter 
and two mobile phones, to-
gether worth Rs  5.53 lakh, 
have been seized from the 
accused.
On SIR pretext
On the evening of October 7, 
two unknown persons came to 
the house of Shantha Karanth 
(74) in Nittur on the pretext of 
asking for information about 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls. 
During this, they pushed the 
elderly woman down, forcibly 
snatched a gold chain weigh-
ing about 30 grams from her 
neck and fled. A case was reg-
istered in this regard at the 
City Police Station.

The police, who investigat-
ed the case, arrested Vadiraj 
Ganiga (44) and Sachin (30) 
on October 10 in Mannapalla, 
Manipal. During interroga-
tion, the accused said that 
they had deposited the stolen 
gold chain in the Industrial 
Credit Co-operative Society 
in Manipal. Later, the police 
said that a gold chain weigh-
ing 34 grams, valued at 
Rs 4.50 lakh, an Ola electric 
scooter, used in the crime, 
valued at Rs 90,000, and two 

mobile phones valued at 
Rs 13,000 were seized.

Police said that the accused 
committed the crime with the 
intention of paying off debts 
and living a luxurious life. 
The first accused is a neigh-
bour of the elderly woman. 
The accused were produced in 
court and remanded in 14-day 
judicial custody, police said.

The operation was carried 
out by a team led by Police 
Inspector Mahesh Prasad un-
der the direction of District 
Superintendent of Police 
Hariram Shankar, Additional 
Superintendent of Police 
Sudhakar Naik and DySP 
Belliappa.

CH NEWS, 
CHIKKAMAGALURU

Deputy Commissioner Bhan
war Singh Meena has in-
structed officials to take steps 
to construct 10 new lakes to 
avoid water shortages in the 
severely drought-hit Ajjam
pura taluk.

He visited the drought-af-
fected areas of Ajjampura ta-
luk and inspected the Bagga
valli lake filling project and 
the site identified for building 
a new lake in Gondedahalli.

Responding to this, Tahsil-
dar Vinayak Sagar said that a 
total of 60 acres of land has 
already been identified and a 
proposal has been submitted 
for the construction of three 
lakes.
Villages at risk
Later, a meeting was held 
with taluk-level officials and 
gram panchayat development 
officers at the Taluk Pancha-
yat hall on drought manage-
ment and information was 
gathered on villages facing 

drinking water problems. Cur-
rently, water is being supplied 
through tankers to one village 
in Ajjampura taluk. The 
Tahsildar said that precaution-
ary measures will be taken in 
the wake of reports that about 
54 villages are likely to face 
water problems in the next 
month.
Fodder for livestock
With the aim of taking action 
to ensure that there is no 
shortage of fodder for live-
stock during the drought situ-
ation, the Deputy Commis-
sioner visited and inspected 
the Amrit Mahal Breeding 
Centres in Birur and Ajjam
pura. He inspected the areas 
where fodder was grown and 
suggested taking action by 
obtaining a grant from the ZP 
under the VB-G RAM G 
scheme to grow fodder in an 
area of 100 acres. He told the 
Kadur Taluk Panchayat Exec-
utive Officer to store the fod-
der grown for distribution in 
case of emergency.

When it was suggested that 

fodder be grown on the va-
cant land at the Amrit Mahal 
Breeding Centre, it was point-
ed out that the land was being 
used for grazing the centre’s 
cattle. The center’s Deputy 
Director said that steps will 
be taken to grow fodder in the 
remaining land.

After the meeting, the Dep-
uty Commissioner visited the 
Hebbur Lift Irrigation Point 
and Gourapur villages and in-
spected the system of provid-
ing water to the lands through 
drip irrigation under the 
Bhadra Upper River Project.

Ajjampura Tahsildar Vina

yak Sagar, Kadur Tahsildar 
Purnima, Deputy Director of 
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment Dr BG Gurushanthappa 
and officials of various de-
partments of Ajjampura and 
Kadur taluks were present.

GREAT RESPONSE

Black leopard trapped 
in Ujire, released into 

protected forest
CH NEWS, 

MANGALURU

A black leopard fell 
into a cage placed by 

the forest department 
near the house of 
Padmanabha in 
Manila, Shirlalu 

village.
Venur Zonal Forest 
Officer UG Bharath 

said that the leopard 
is healthy and will be 

examined by the 
department’s veteri-

narian and then safely 
released into the 

reserve.
Aladangady branch 

sub-zonal forest 
officer Hariprasad, for-
est ranger Manjunath, 
forest inspectors Ven-

kappa Nayak, 
Poovappa Nayak and 
locals participated in 

the operation.

Balmatta Musical 
Association to host 

centenary choral 
concert on October 25

CH NEWS, 
MANGALURU

A choir unites voices, an 
orchestra unites instru-
ments and music unites 

hearts across generations.
A hundred years is more 

than a measure of time; it 
is a testament to vision, 
commitment, persever-
ance, and the enduring 
power of a shared pur-
pose. As the Balmatta 

Musical Association 
(BMA), an institution that 
has enriched the musical, 
spiritual and cultural life 

of Mangaluru while 
remaining faithful to its 
motto, ‘Aim High’, com-

pletes a glorious century 
of existence in 2026, the 
association will celebrate 

on October 25 at Don 
Bosco Hall.

One-way special train 
to Shakur Basti for 

Dasara, Diwali
CH NEWS, 

MANGALURU

To handle the additional 
passenger traffic in the 

wake of the Dussehra and 
Diwali festivals, the South 

Western Railway has 
decided to run a one-way 

unreserved special 
express train from 

Mangaluru Central to 
Shakur Basti near New 

Delhi, a release said.
Train No. 06262 Mangal
uru Central–Shakur Basti 

One-Way Unreserved 
Express Special will 

depart from Mangaluru 
Central at 9.30 am on 
October 12 and reach 

Shakur Basti at 4.30 pm 
on October 14.

This special train will stop 
at Udupi, Kundapur, Kar-

war, Madgaon, Thivim, 
Ratnagiri, Chiplun, Panvel, 

Kalyan, Nashik Road, 
Manmad, Bhusawal, 

Khandwa, Itarsi, Jabalpur, 
Katni, Satna, Chitra

kootdham Karvi, Banda, 
Veerangana Laxmibai 

Jhansi, Gwalior and Agra 
Cantonment stations 

along the route.
The train will have a total 
of 18 coaches. There will 

be 5 General Second 
Class Chair Car coaches, 
11 Ordinary Second Class 
(General) coaches and 2 
Luggage cum Brake Van 

coaches with Divyang 
friendly compartments.

Dr Manjunath Kanamadi, 
Chief Public Relations 
Officer, South Western 
Railway, said in a state-
ment that this train will 

provide greater conveni-
ence to passengers head-

ing towards North India 
and Maharashtra, espe-

cially the people of 
coastal Karnataka.

Gold chain snatched on SIR 
pretext: two held for 

robbing elderly woman
DC launches master plan to fight 

drought in Ajjampura taluk
WATER IS BEING SUPPLIED BY RENTING BOREWELLS 

FROM PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS IN THREE VILLAGES.

Hindu organisations protest over Pilikula 
land given for Muslim cemetery

Kudroli Dasara begins, police announce 
traffic diversions around temple

160 pairs of buffaloes to be selected for Mysuru Dasara Kambala

1,128 pilgrims travel in 25 buses on day one of KSRTC Dasara package tours

The case
OCTOBER 7
Two men visit Shantha 
Karanth, 74, in Nittur on the 
pretext of SIR and snatch her 
chain

OCTOBER 10
Vadiraj Ganiga and Sachin 
arrested in Mannapalla, 
Manipal

IN COURT
Both remanded in 14-day 
judicial custody

The accused committed 
the crime to pay off debts 

and live a luxurious life, 
police said

10
new lakes planned in the taluk

60
acres identified for three lakes

54
villages may face water problems

100
acres proposed for fodder

“If 10 new lakes are 
built in Ajjampura 

taluk, it will benefit the 
people of the surrounding 
villages. Groundwater will 
increase.”

— Bhanwar Singh Meena, 
Deputy Commissioner

It has been alleged that 
the allocation of land 

for the burial of 
Muslims near the Jain 

shrine has hurt the 
sentiments of Hindus.

The mosque’s side
This issue was brought to 

the attention of many past 
Deputy Commissioners. 

Now the district adminis-
tration has again given the 

same land to the ceme-
tery. There is a distance of 
500 metres between the 
temple and the mosque. 
Hindu sentiments are not 

being hurt in any way here. 
They said that false 
propaganda is being 

spread without any reason.

TRAFFIC ADVISORY
KOTTARA CHOWKI TO CAR 

STREET
Take the Lalbagh–PVS–

Navabharath route

CAR STREET TO KULUR 
FERRY ROAD

Use the Navabharath–PVS route

NO PARKING
Both sides of the road, New 
Chitra Junction to Ladyhill

HEAVY TRAFFIC
Every day from 4 pm, October 11 

to 21

Passengers on day one

Kollur 295

Sringeri 245

Sigandur 240

Talakaveri 147

Navadurga 130

Udupi: Sringeri 43

Udupi: Kollur 28
The first five from Mangaluru



ibcworldnews.com

MONDAY   OCTOBER 12, 2026 5MANGALURU KARNATAKA

CH NEWS, KOLAR

Allegations that poor-​quality 
cattle feed supplied by the 
Karnataka Milk Federation 
(KMF) contains sand have 
triggered concern among 
dairy farmers in Kolar dis-
trict. Farmers have reported 
cases of cattle suffering from 
diarrhoea after consuming the 
feed, with some animals al-
legedly dying.

Kolar district depends heav-
ily on dairy farming, with the 
Kolar Milk Union reportedly 
collecting around eight lakh 
litres of milk daily. The alle-
gations have caused anxiety 
among farmers who rely on 
cattle for their livelihoods.

In Mulbagal taluk, farmers 
have complained that cattle 
have been suffering from di-
arrhoea for the past eight to 
nine days after consuming the 
feed. Reports also suggest 
that some cattle have died. 
According to the complaints, 
around four to five kilograms 
of sand was allegedly found 
in certain feed bags. The 

claims are yet to be estab-
lished through laboratory 
testing.

Mulbagal MLA Samruddhi 
Manjunath has called for im-
mediate intervention by the 
Chief Minister and the con-
cerned ministers. He warned 
that farmers could launch a 

protest by dumping sacks of 
the allegedly substandard feed 
in front of dairies if strict ac-
tion was not taken against 
those responsible.

Complaints have also been 
raised about cattle feed sup-
plied to the Kolar and Chikk-
aballapur milk unions from a 

manufacturing unit in Sadali 
Hobli. Concerns have been 
expressed over whether the 
feed meets prescribed nutri-
tional standards.

KOMUL president Nanje-
gowda said an official team 
had visited the manufacturing 
unit, collected feed samples 
and sent them for laboratory 
testing. He said similar com-
plaints had emerged from oth-
er areas and called for a re-
view of the public-​private 
partnership model used for 
cattle feed production. He 
urged KMF to take direct re-
sponsibility for manufacturing 
the feed.

Nanjegowda added that a 
report would be submitted to 

KMF and that he would seek 
serious action after discus-
sions with its managing direc-
tor and administrators.

Farmers are demanding a 
transparent investigation, pub-
lication of the test results and 
appropriate action if adultera-
tion or quality violations are 
confirmed. The findings are 
expected to be crucial in de-
termining the cause of the re-
ported cattle illnesses and 
deaths.

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Hassan district police raided a 
pub in the city after finding 
alleged violations of regula-
tions, including the entry of 
minors and the serving of al-
cohol to them.

The inspection was con-
ducted under the leadership of 
District Superintendent of Po-
lice Shubhanvitha, with the 
involvement of Additional 
Superintendent of Police and 
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice officials. Police inspected 
prominent pubs in the city as 
part of the operation.

During the raid, officials 

asked the pub manager to pro-
duce the licence and other 
relevant documents. Howev-
er, the manager reportedly 
struggled to provide the re-
quired paperwork, raising 
concerns about the establish-
ment’s compliance with regu-
lations.

Police also found two mi-
nors inside the pub who had 
allegedly been served alcohol. 

Breathalyser tests confirmed 
that both had consumed alco-
hol, according to the report.

SP Shubhanvitha repri-
manded the pub manager over 
the incident and directed po-
lice officials to initiate legal 
action against the pub owners 
for the alleged violations.

The incident has raised 
concerns over the enforce-
ment of rules governing pubs 

and the prevention of under-
age drinking. Police have 
stressed the need for estab-
lishments to follow licensing 
conditions and ensure that 

minors are not served alco-
holic beverages.

Officials are expected to 
proceed with action against 
those responsible based on the 
violations identified during 
the inspection.

CH NEWS, HASSAN

A WhatsApp status posted by 
Hassan Deputy Commission-
er K.S. Latha Kumari has 
triggered speculation about 
whether it was an indirect re-
sponse to Union Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy’s recent 
criticism of her.

The Deputy Commissioner 
reportedly posted an image of 
the national emblem along 
with the motto Satyameva 
Jayate (Truth Alone Tri-
umphs) on her personal 
WhatsApp status. The post 
also carried a message about 
facing false allegations and 
standing firm in the face of 
criticism.

“You can attack me with 
lies, but you cannot break me 
with lies. If attacked with lies, 
the truth will protect me,” the 
message read.

The post appeared shortly 
after Kumaraswamy launched 
a strong attack on the Deputy 
Commissioner, alleging irreg-
ularities in the Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 
(KPSC). The timing of the 
status has prompted discus-
sions about whether it was 

intended as a response to the 
Union Minister’s remarks.

However, Latha Kumari has 
reportedly not clarified wheth-
er the message was directed at 
Kumaraswamy. There has 
been no confirmed statement 
establishing a direct connec-
tion between the WhatsApp 
post and the Minister’s allega-
tions.

The exchange comes amid 
a wider discussion over the 
allegations concerning the 
KPSC and the role of district 
administration officials. Ku-
maraswamy’s criticism and 
the subsequent social media 
speculation have drawn atten-

tion to the issue in Hassan.
While the wording of the 

status emphasises truth and 

resilience in the face of al-
leged falsehoods, its intended 
target remains unclear. Until 
the Deputy Commissioner 
clarifies the context, the sug-
gestion that the message was 
aimed at Kumaraswamy re-
mains speculation rather than 
an established fact.

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, GADAG

At a time when severe drought 
has left agricultural fields dry 
across Gadag district, a wom-
an farmer from Mulgund has 
attracted attention by protect-
ing her flourishing chilli crop 
with an unusual idea.

Nirmala Vibhuti and her 
mother, Mahadevi Vibhuti, 
have cultivated a healthy 
chilli crop on 2.5 acres de-
spite the shortage of rainfall 
and falling groundwater lev-
els.

With many farmers strug-
gling to save their crops, 
Nirmala refused to give up. 
Facing financial difficulties, 
she arranged water from a 
borewell on a neighbouring 
farm and carefully irrigated 
her field. By making effec-
tive use of every available 
drop of water, she managed 
to keep the chilli plants 
green and healthy.

The crop has now reached 
the fruit-​setting stage, bring-
ing hope to the family after 

months of hard work. How-
ever, the continuing lack of 
rainfall has made protecting 
the crop a major challenge.

Adding an unusual touch 
to their efforts, Nirmala’s 
brother, Shivanand Vibhuti, 
came up with a creative way 
to ward off the so-​called evil 
eye.

 Instead of using tradition-
al scarecrows, black pots or 
old sl ippers commonly 
placed in fields, he put up 
photo banners of Kannada 
film actress Rachita Ram and 
popular actress Rashmika 
Mandanna along the chilli 
plantation.

The colourful banners 
have become a talking point 
among passers-​by and social 
media users. 

Cattle feed that farmers allege contains sand.

Photo banners of actresses Rachita Ram and Rashmika Mandanna in the chilli field 
at Mulgund, Gadag district.

Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy (left) and Hassan Deputy Commissioner K.S. Latha Kumari.

Police inspect a pub in Hassan city.

Mangaluru Dasara begins with 
Navadurga installation

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Navaratri celebrations began 
across Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict on Sunday, with elaborate 
preparations at the Kudroli 
Gokarnanatha Kshetra for the 
famous Mangaluru Dasara 
festival, which continues until 
Oct 20.

Mangaluru city has been il-
luminated with decorative 
lights, transforming major 
roads and junctions into co-
lourful displays. The stretch 
from PVS Circle through Lal-
bagh and Narayana Guru Cir-
cle to the Kudroli temple has 
been specially decorated, 
while the City Corporation 
building also shines with fes-
tive lighting.

At the Kudroli temple, ritu-
als on the first day included 
homas, Navakalashabhisheka 
and Kalasha Pratishthe. Idols 
of Mahaganapathi, Sharadam-
ba, Adishakti and the Navadu-
rgas were scheduled to be in-
stalled in the Durbar Mantapa 
at noon, followed by special 
floral worship of the Goddess.

The day’s religious pro-

grammes also included bha-
jans and evening pujas. God-
dess Shailaputri, worshipped 
on the first day of Navaratri, 
was the focus of the celebra-
tions.

A series of cultural events 
was also planned, featuring 
Bharatanatyam by the Natyan-
jali Shakti Nagar troupe, a 
classical music concert by Ag-
ama Perla and a dance perfor-
mance by the Dream Boys 
troupe. The programme also 
included the presentation of 
the Asamanya Stree award, 
the Trishakti dance feature, a 
five-​veena performance titled 
Yaksha Pancha Vipanchi and 
a Mahishantaki Yakshagana 
performance.

Meanwhile, Navaratri fes-
tivities also commenced at the 
Mangaladevi Temple, where a 
Ganapathi prayer was sched-
uled before the festival inau-
guration after 9 am.

The celebrations are expect-
ed to attract devotees and vis-
itors, bringing together reli-
gious traditions, cultural per-
formances and festive decora-
tions across Mangaluru.

Kolar farmers allege sand in KMF cattle feed

Vijayapura activists demand Article 371(J) reservation
CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Members of the Vijayapura 
District 371(J) Agitation 
Committee have submitted a 
memorandum to Vasantha 
Honamode, chairman of the 
District Guarantee Schemes 
Implementation Committee, 
demanding the extension of 
Article 371(J) reservation 
benefits to Vijayapura district.

The activists said the dis-
trict’s exclusion from the spe-
cial reservation provisions 

had affected educational and 
employment opportunities for 
local residents. They urged 
Honamode to bring the issue 
to the attention of the Chief 
Minister and request the state 
government to forward a pro-
posal to the Union govern-
ment seeking the district’s 
inclusion.

The committee said Vijay-
apura’s population of around 
25 lakh people should also 
benefit from the provisions 
available to the Kalyana Kar-

nataka region. The activists 
highlighted the need for im-
proved educational opportuni-
ties for students, reservation 
benefits in government re-
cruitment for local youth and 
access to special development 
grants.

They demanded an amend-
ment to the relevant constitu-
tional provisions to include 
Vijayapura district under Ar-
ticle 371(J), arguing that such 
a move would help address 
regional disparities and sup-

port the district’s overall de-
velopment.

After receiving the memo-
randum, Honamode respond-
ed positively to the commit-
tee’s demand. He assured the 
delegation that he would 
bring the issue to the attention 
of District In-​charge Minister 
Dr. M.B. Patil and all legisla-
tors representing the district. 
He also promised to make 
sincere efforts to convey the 
committee’s demands to the 
concerned authorities.

The activists said extending 
the benefits would help im-
prove access to education and 
employment and strengthen 
development opportunities for 
people in the district.

Senior members of the Vi-
jayapura District 371(J) Agi-
tation Committee, including 
Vinod Kheda, Layappa In-
gale, Anil Ikkade, advocate N. 

Sureshkumar, Mahadevappa 
Teli, Sagara Savalagi and 
Arunkumar Teradala, were 
present when the memoran-
dum was submitted.

The demand comes amid 
calls for measures to address 
regional inequalities and ex-
pand access to educational, 
employment and development 
benefits.

Rachita Ram, Rashmika 
banners guard 

Gadag chilli farm
Hassan DC’s WhatsApp status 

sparks HDK speculation
The post also featured a message about enduring false 

accusations and standing strong against criticism.

Hassan police raid pub over violations

Audio clip raises questions 
over Bhoomika’s death

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

A purported audio record-
ing of a conversation be-

tween deceased 
Bhoomika and car driver 
Kishore has emerged in 

connection with her death 
in a road accident on the 

Bengaluru-Mysuru 
Expressway. Bhoomika’s 

parents have alleged that 
her death was part of a 
murder plot, rather than 
an accident. She called 

Kishore hours before the 
accident and claimed 

that her friend Kiran and 
brother Ashis had as-

saulted her and tried to 
strangle her. The record-

ing has sparked fresh 
questions about the case. 
The allegations are yet to 
be independently verified, 
and further investigation 

is awaited.

CM DKS cancels scheduled 
coastal region visit

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Karnataka Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar’s sched-

uled visit to the coastal 
districts on Monday, 

October 12, has been can-
celled due to unavoidable 
circumstances, according 

to an official press re-
lease. The Chief Minister 

was scheduled to visit 
Sri Mahalakshmi Temple 

in Uchila, Udupi district, at 
3 pm to inaugurate the 

women’s Dasara celebra-
tions. He was also ex-

pected to inaugurate the 
Mangaluru Dasara festival 

at 6.30 pm. B.S. Sridhar, 
officer on special duty to 

the Chief Minister, an-
nounced the cancellation. 
The official statement did 
not specify the reason be-

yond citing unavoidable 
circumstances. Both pro-

grammes will proceed 
without the Chief 

Minister’s participation.

Navaratri festival begins at 
Dasarighatta Temple

CH NEWS, TIPTUR

The Navaratri festival be-
gan at Sri Chowdeshwari 

Devi Temple in 
Dasarighatta, which 

comes under the 
Adichunchanagiri branch 
math, with a Durga Homa 
performed in the evening. 

Sri Sat Keerthinatha 
Swamiji of the branch 
math led the religious 

ritual, marking the begin-
ning of the festival cele-

brations. Hundreds of 
devotees and local resi-

dents attended the event 
and participated in the 

prayers. Dr. 
Dharmapalanatha 
Swamiji from the 

Mangaluru branch math 
was also present on the 

occasion. The temple wit-
nessed a devotional at-
mosphere as devotees 

gathered to seek the 
blessings of 

Goddess Chowdeshwari 
Devi during the Navaratri 

festival.

MLA warns over 
substandard cattle 

feed
Mulbagal MLA Samruddhi 

Manjunath demanded 
strict action against 

substandard cattle feed 
supplied to Kolar and 

Chikkaballapur unions. 
While KOMUL tested 

samples, farmers threat-
ened protests, urging KMF 

to directly manage 
manufacturing to protect 

dairy livestock health.

In figures

8 lakh L
MILK A DAY, 
KOLAR UNION

4-5 kg
SAND 
ALLEGEDLY IN 
SOME BAGS

8-9 days
CATTLE ILL IN 
MULBAGAL

KOLAR MILK CRISIS

25 lakh Vijayapura’s population, which 
the committee wants brought 
under Article 371(J)

Their determination 
has become an 
example of the efforts 
farmers make to 
overcome difficult 
conditions.Key points

→	 Kumaraswamy attacked 
KPSC administration.

→	 Deputy Commissioner posted 
WhatsApp status.

→	 Post emphasised resilience 
against lies.

→	 Target of message remains 
unconfirmed.

→	 Link to minister is specula-
tive.

→	 Clarification from official is 
pending.

“You can attack me 
with lies, but you 

cannot break me with lies. 
If attacked with lies, the 
truth will protect me.”
— K.S. Latha Kumari, Hassan DC, 

in her WhatsApp status

Officials instructed the 
pub manager to present 

their licence and other 
pertinent documents.

THE RAID IN BRIEF
›	 Manager failed to produce the 

paperwork.
›	 Two minors found inside.
›	 Minors confirmed consuming 

alcohol.
›	 SP ordered legal action.
›	 Underage drinking concerns 

raised.
›	 Strict licensing enforcement 

emphasised.

Satyappa slams Hunsur officials 
over Dasara preparations

HUNSUR
 

Satya MAS Foundation pres-
ident Satyappa has expressed 
disappointment over the al-
leged lack of preparations for 
Dasara celebrations in Hun-
sur, criticising the City Mu-
nicipal Council and the ta-
luk and district administra-
tions for failing to create a 
festive atmosphere.

Extending Dasara greet-
ings to the public on behalf 
of the foundation, Satyappa 
said the world-famous My-
suru Dasara attracts visitors 
from across India and 

abroad. He said the festival 
reflects Karnataka's rich cul-
tural and religious heritage 
and deserves to be celebrat-
ed with enthusiasm in sur-
rounding towns as well.

However, he alleged that 
Hunsur had witnessed no 
significant arrangements, 
including decorative light-
ing and festival banners, de-
spite the commencement of 
the celebrations.

 He questioned the appar-
ent lack of interest shown by 
the municipal authorities 
and other administrative de-
partments.
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CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The 124th birth anniversary 
of freedom fighter and so-
cial reformer Jayaprakash 
Narayan was celebrated at 
the Janata Dal (Secular) 
party office in Vijayapura 
on Sunday.

Speaking at  the pro-
gramme, farmer leader Pan-
chappanna Kalaburagi and 
JD(S) district general secre-
tary S.S. Khadri Inamdar 
paid tribute to the leader, 
popularly known as ‘JP’ and 
‘Loknayak’. They described 
him as a great mass leader 
and patriot who dedicated 
his life to fighting injustice 
and serving the people.

They recalled that Jaya
prakash Narayan played an 
important role in India’s 
freedom movement and was 
influenced by the ideologies 
of Mahatma Gandhi and 
M.N.  Roy.  Guided  by 
Gandhian principles, he de-
voted himself to social ser-
vice and movements for 
public welfare.

During the 1970s, Jaya
prakash Narayan led a na-
tionwide movement against 
corruption and injustice. 
Through his call for ‘Sam-

poorna Kranti’, or Total 
Revolution, he sought com-
prehensive social and polit-
ical change in the country. 
His leadership inspired peo-
ple to participate in the 
struggle for accountable 
governance and democratic 
values.

The speakers also high-
lighted the recognition he 
received for his contribu-
tions to public life. He was 
a w a r d e d  t h e  R a m o n 
Magsaysay Award for pub-
lic service in 1965 and was 
posthumously honoured 
with the Bharat Ratna for 
his service to the nation.

Several JD(S) leaders and 
party workers attended the 
programme. Those present 
included party general sec-
retary Raju Hipparagi, Vi-
jayapura city president 

Prashanth S. Kinagi, San-
jeev Hiremath, Muthuraj 
J a n g a m a s h e t t i ,  M a l l u 
Thoravi, Siddanagouda Pa-
til, Advocate Durgad, Raju 
R a j p u t ,  S . A .  K i n a g i , 
Parashuram Ronihal, Babu 
Shirangar and S.Y. Na-
duvinakeri.

The gathering remem-
b e r e d  J a y a p r a k a s h 
Narayan’s contributions to 
the freedom struggle, his 
fight against corruption and 
his commitment to demo-
cratic and social reform.

CH NEWS, DHARWAD

A protest was held in Dharwad 
condemning the arrest of activ-
ists opposing the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls. The protesters demanded 
the withdrawal of the SIR pro-
cess and called for the release 
of those arrested.

The demonstrators expressed 
concern over the arrests and 

said the concerns raised by ac-
tivists opposing the electoral 
roll revision should be ad-
dressed through democratic 
means. They urged the authori-
ties to reconsider the process 
and ensure that voters’ rights 
were protected.

The protesters also called for 
transparency in the preparation 
and revision of electoral rolls. 
They stressed the importance of 

ensuring that eligible voters are 
not excluded and that the pro-
cess is conducted fairly, with 
proper opportunities for people 
to raise objections and seek 
corrections.

The SIR exercise has become 
a subject of political debate, 
with concerns raised in some 
quarters over its implementa-
tion and the possibility of eligi-
ble voters facing difficulties. 

CH NEWS, MOODBIDRI

Tulu Koota, Belthangady, or-
ganised a programme titled 
“Tulu Manadigeda Minadana” 
to pay tribute to Dr. Mohana 
Alwar.

The programme highlighted 
the importance of preserving 
and promoting the Tulu lan-
guage, culture and literary 
heritage. It also recognised 
the contributions of individu-
als who have worked for the 
development of Tulu and the 
protection of its cultural 
identity.

Tulu, widely spoken in 
coastal Karnataka and parts of 
Kerala, has a rich oral tradi-
tion and a distinct cultural 
heritage. Organisations such 

as Tulu Koota play an import-
ant role in bringing together 
people who share an interest 
in the language and its devel-
opment.

The tribute programme pro-
vided an opportunity to re-
member Dr. Mohana Alwar 
and acknowledge his associa-
tion with the Tulu-speaking 
community. Such initiatives 
help create awareness among 
younger generations about the 
value of their mother tongue 
and the need to preserve re-
gional languages.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The chappara muhurta cere-
mony for the fifth edition of 
Kudla Da Pili Parba 2026 was 
held at Nehru Maidan in Man-
galuru on Sunday. The event 
marks an important preparato-
ry step for the popular tiger 
dance festival celebrating the 
cultural traditions of coastal 
Karnataka.

The festival is organised by 
K u d l a  S a m s k r u t h i k a 
Prathishtana under the guid-
ance of former Dakshina Kan-
nada MP Nalin Kumar Kateel 
and the leadership of Manga-
luru City South MLA D. Ve-
davyas Kamath. The organ-
isers are preparing for the 
programme, which is sched-
uled to take place on October 
18.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
MLA Vedavyas Kamath said 
the festival aims to showcase 

the rich cultural heritage of 
Tulu Nadu and preserve its 
traditional art forms for future 
generations. He extended his 
best wishes to all the partici-
pating tiger dance teams and 
appealed to the public to at-
tend the event and encourage 
the performers.

Pili Vesha, the traditional 
tiger dance of coastal Karna-
taka, is a popular cultural per-
formance in which artists 
paint their bodies with ti-
ger-like patterns and dance to 
the beat of drums. The perfor-
mance is closely associated 

with regional festivals and 
celebrations and attracts large 
audiences.

The organisers expressed 
confidence that the 2026 edi-
tion would be a success, with 
teams coming together to 
showcase their skills and cel-
ebrate the region’s cultural 
identity.

Kudla Samskruthika Prathi
shtana honorary president 
Giridhar Shetty, president 
Divakar Pandeshwar and sev-
eral members of the organisa-
tion attended the chappara 
muhurta ceremony. Those 

present included Naresh She-
noy, Yatheesh Baikampady, 
Kamalaksha Bajilakeri, Kiran 
Shenoy, Naresh Prabhu, Jaga-
dish Kadri and Lalith Men-
don, among others.

The festival is expected to 
bring together performers, 
cultural enthusiasts and mem-
bers of the public in Mangalu-
ru. Through the annual event, 
the organisers seek to promote 
Pili Vesha and pass the tradi-
tional art form on to younger 
generations.

CH NEWS, DHARWAD

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi 
said on Sunday that every cit-
izen has the right to protest, 
but no one can take the law 
into their own hands. He 
made the remarks while re-
sponding to questions about 
the CJP protest in Delhi.

Joshi criticised protests in-
volving alleged damage to 
public property, saying such 
actions cannot be justified in 
the name of democratic pro-
test. He said the country has 
laws to deal with activities 
that threaten public order.

Commenting on demands to 
restore the names of 13 crore 
voters, Joshi claimed that 
around 3.5 crore entries relat-
ed to deceased persons and 
three crore duplicate entries 
were involved. He questioned 
whether duplicate entries 
should also be restored. These 

figures were presented by the 
minister and were not inde-
pendently verified.

Joshi also referred to former 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s 
claim that 50 lakh voters had 
been deleted. He questioned 
the discrepancy between the 
figures cited by the state gov-
ernment and those reportedly 
received by the Election Com-
mission during the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) pro-
cess. He argued that officials 
such as tahsildars, assistant 
commissioners and deputy 
commissioners responsible for 
the exercise function under 
the state government.

Turning to the debate in-
volving Elon Musk, industri-
alist Mukesh Ambani and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Joshi said anyone oper-
ating in India must respect the 
country’s laws, security and 
sovereignty.

Joshi criticised the Con-
gress leadership over its posi-
tion on Musk, alleging incon-
sistency in its statements. He 
said the Modi government 
would not yield to threats or 
external pressure.

He defended India’s afford-
able mobile data services, 
contrasting domestic prices 
with higher costs in other 
countries. He also highlighted 
India’s progress in telecom-
munications technology, stat-

ing that Indian scientists had 
developed indigenous 5G 
technology and were working 
towards 6G.

The minister’s remarks cov-
ered voter-list revision, the 
right to protest, India’s tech-
nological progress and the 
government’s position on na-
tional sovereignty.

Congress boycotts 
Shivamogga 
Dasara event

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Congress leaders, including 
former City Corporation 
councillors, boycotted a 
Dasara programme organised 
at the Kote Sri Chandika 
Durgaparameshwari Temple 
in Shivamogga. The absence 
of Congress representatives 
from the event has drawn at-
tention amid the ongoing fes-
tival celebrations.

The programme was attend-
ed by several prominent per-
sonalities, including veteran 
Kannada actor Srinath, Shiva-
mogga Member of Parliament 
B.Y. Raghavendra and Shiva-
mogga MLA Channabasappa. 
The dignitaries participated in 
the celebrations held at the 
temple as part of the annual 
Dasara festivities.

The boycott by Congress 
members, including former 
councillors of the City Corpo-
ration, became a notable de-
velopment surrounding the 
event. However, the exact 
reasons behind their decision 
to stay away from the pro-
gramme were not immediate-
ly available.

Dasara is celebrated with 
religious and cultural pro-
grammes across Karnataka, 
attracting devotees, public 
representatives and people 
from different walks of life. 
In Shivamogga, temple events 
form an important part of the 
festivities, bringing together 
religious leaders, political 
representatives and members 
of the public.

The Kote Sri Chandika 
Durgaparameshwari Temple 
programme was among the 
events organised during the 
festival. The participation of 
political leaders and promi-
nent personalities added pub-

lic interest to the occasion, 
while the absence of Con-
gress representatives raised 
questions about the circum-
stances surrounding the boy-
cott.

MP B.Y. Raghavendra and 
MLA Channabasappa were 
among the elected represen-
tatives present at the pro-
gramme. Veteran actor Sri-
nath also attended the event, 
highlighting the participation 
of personalities from differ-
ent fields in the celebrations.

The development has 
brought an additional politi-
cal dimension to the local 
Dasara celebrations. More 
clarity on the reasons for the 
boycott is expected if the 
Congress leaders concerned 
issue a statement explaining 
their decision.

The temple’s Dasara pro-
gramme continued to attract 
attention as part of Shivamog-
ga’s festival calendar.

Pralhad Joshi condemns 
Delhi protest violence

The country possesses existing legal frameworks specifically 
designed to address actions that compromise public order.

Chappara muhurta held for Kudla Da Pili Parba

UNIVEF organises public meeting in Mangaluru
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

UNIVEF organised a public 
meeting titled “Know the 
Prophet of Humanity” at Ben-
gre Kasaba in Mangaluru, fo-
cusing on the life, teachings 
and message of Prophet Mu-
hammad.

The programme brought 
together participants to dis-
cuss the Prophet’s teachings 
and their relevance to contem-

porary society. The meeting 
aimed to create awareness 
about his  message and 
encourage people to under-
stand the values associated 
with his life.

The event also addressed 
broader social concerns, in-
cluding dictatorship and the 
importance of human values.

Prophet of Humanity
Public meetings of this nature 

provide a platform for discus-
sions on religious teachings, 
social responsibility and 
peaceful coexistence. Organ-
isers and participants use such 
gatherings to share perspec-
tives on how moral principles 
can contribute to harmony and 
mutual understanding in soci-
ety.

Bengre Kasaba, located in 
the coastal Mangaluru region, 
has a diverse community with 

a strong connection to local 
religious and cultural activi-
ties. The programme formed 
part of efforts to bring people 
together for discussions cen-
tred on the Prophet’s life and 
teachings.

The event highlighted the 
organisers’ focus on introduc-
ing the Prophet’s message to 
the public and encouraging 
discussion on its significance 
in present-day society.

Tulu Koota pays tribute 
to Dr. Mohana Alwar

JD(S) leaders pay tribute 
to Jayaprakash Narayan

Protest in Dharwad against SIR

Madikeri Dasara 
overshadowed by 

rising flex banners
CH NEWS, MADIKERI

The dream of celebrating 
a flex-free Dasara in 

Madikeri remains unful-
filled, as banners and 

posters continue to domi-
nate the town during the 

annual festivities. Despite 
concerns over the grow-
ing number of flex ban-
ners, no effective steps 
have been taken by the 
local authorities to con-

trol their installation. 
Banners displaying politi-
cal leaders’ photographs 

are visible at several loca-
tions across the town. 

The City Municipal 
Council Commissioner 

said permission was 
granted only for tem-
ple-related banners. 

However, many displays 
focus on greetings rather 
than the festival’s history, 
religious significance and 

programme details. 
Senior residents have 

urged authorities to make 
Madikeri Dasara flex-free 

next year and promote 
decorative lighting 

instead.

Madikeri Dasara 
Committee moves 

HC over DJs
CH NEWS, MADIKERI

The Dasara Dasha 
Mantapa Committee in 

Kodagu district has 
approached the 

Karnataka High Court 
seeking permission to use 
DJ sound systems during 

the historic Madikeri 
Dasara procession sched-

uled for October 21 and 
22.

The committee has 
requested the court to 

direct the state govern-
ment and district admin-
istration to grant permis-

sion for DJs during the 
Vijayadashami celebra-
tions. The petition has 
named the State Chief 

Secretary, Kodagu Deputy 
Commissioner, District 

Superintendent of Police 
and Karnataka State 

Pollution Control Board 
as respondents.

Madikeri Dasara is known 
for its grand procession, 

which has attracted peo-
ple from across 

Karnataka for nearly four 
decades. The celebra-
tions feature elaborate 
tableaux representing 

various temples, making 
the procession a major 

attraction during the 
festival.

The Dasha Mantapa 
Committee is responsible 

for organising the event 
and comprises represent-

atives of committees 
from 10 temples, includ-
ing Karavale Bhagavathi 
Mahisha Mardini Temple 

and Kundurumotte 
Chauti Mariyamma 

Temple.
During the procession, the 
temple tableaux are tradi-
tionally taken through the 
streets as part of the fes-
tivities. The committee is 
now seeking judicial inter-
vention to allow DJ sound 
systems to be used during 

the event.
The petition comes as 

preparations for this 
year’s celebrations gather 

pace. The issue has 
drawn attention among 
festival organisers and 
the public, with uncer-
tainty continuing over 

whether the requested 
permission will be 

granted.The committee is 
awaiting the High Court’s 
next hearing and its sub-

sequent order. The court’s 
decision is expected to 
determine whether DJ 

systems can be used dur-
ing the Dasha Mantapa 

procession this year.
With the festival dates 
approaching, the out-
come of the legal pro-

ceedings has become an 
important concern for the 
organisers, who are pre-

paring for the annual 
celebrations.

A boycott by Congress 
members, including 

former city corporation 
councillors, became a 

prominent talking point 
surrounding the event.

In brief
Congress leaders boy-

cotted the Shivamogga 
Dasara event at Kote Sri 

Chandika Durga-
parameshwari Temple. 
While MP B.Y. Raghav-
endra and MLA Chan-

nabasappa joined veteran 
actor Srinath for the 

festivities, opposition 
members stayed away, 

drawing public attention.

Minister Joshi 
addresses key 
national issues
→	 Union Minister Pralhad Joshi 

questioned discrepancies in 
voter deletions, stressing 
state control over election 
officials.

→	 He asserted that foreign tech 
entities must respect India’s 
sovereignty and highlighted 
the nation’s affordable data 
and indigenous 5G 
technological advance-
ments.

Pralhad Joshi
Union Minister

MLA Vedavyas 
Kamath stated that the 
festival showcases 
Tulu Nadu’s rich 
cultural heritage and 
preserves traditional 
arts for future 
generations.

PROTECT VOTER RIGHTS

DID YOU KNOW?
Jayaprakash Narayan 
received the Ramon 

Magsaysay Award for public 
service in 1965 and was 
posthumously honoured 
with the Bharat Ratna.

?
‘Postal service 

remains a symbol of 
trust’

KALABURAGI
 

The postal service continues to 
play an important role in con-
necting urban and rural commu-
nities by providing secure and 
affordable delivery of letters, 
money, goods and important 
documents, said Andagi Foun-
dation president Shivaraj Anda-
gi.

He was speaking during a pro-
gramme organised by the Anda-
gi Foundation at Kaka Layout in 
Kotnoor to mark World Post 
Day. On the occasion, the foun-
dation honoured retired postman 
Shivasharanappa Parappagola 
Tadavatenoor in recognition of 
his service.
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Railways opens 3,548 graduate-level posts

Indian Railways has announced 3,548 graduate-level NTPC vacancies across four posts, with applications 
open until November 6 and initial basic pay ranging from Rs 29,200 to Rs 35,400 monthly.

Vacancies by post 3,548 in all

78% 10%

■ Goods Train Manager 2,750   ■ Senior Clerk cum Typist 371   
■ Junior Accounts Assistant cum Typist 300   
■ Chief Commercial cum Ticket Supervisor 127

Indian Railways throws open 3,548 jobs
APPLY BY November 6, 2026, at 11.59 pm

EXAM FEE BY November 8, 2026

EDIT WINDOW November 9–18, 2026

SELECTION Two CBTs, document verification and medical 
examination, as applicable

ELIGIBILITY Recognised university degree or equivalent, subject 
to post-specific conditions

NEW DELHI

Indian Railways has an-
nounced a recruitment drive 
for 3,548 graduate-level posts 
under its Non-Technical Pop-
ular Categories (NTPC-Grad-
uate), with jobs in commer-
cial services, train operations, 
accounts and administration.

The Railway Recruitment 
Boards (RRBs) will fill the 
posts through Centralised Em-
ployment Notification (CEN) 
No. 06/2026, an official state-
ment said on Sunday. The 
openings fall under four cate-
gories: Chief Commercial 
cum Ticket Supervisor, Goods 
Train Manager, Junior Ac-
counts Assistant cum Typist 
and Senior Clerk cum Typist.

A Chief Commercial cum 
Ticket Supervisor will start 
on a basic pay of Rs 35,400 a 
month at Pay Level 6 of the 
Seventh Central Pay Com-
mission, while the other three 
posts start at Rs  29,200 a 
month at Pay Level 5. Allow-
ances and service conditions 
will follow the relevant rules.

Online applications opened 
on October 8 and will close at 
11.59 pm on November  6. 
The examination fee must be 
paid by November 8, and ap-
plicants can make changes to 
their forms from November 9 
to November 18.

Applicants must hold a de-
gree from a recognised uni-
versity or an equivalent qual-
ification and meet the pre-

scribed post-specific eligibil-
ity requirements. The notified 
age limit is 18 to 33 years as 

of January 1, 2027, with ap-
plicable relaxations for eligi-
ble categories. The selection 

process comprises two Com-
puter-Based Tests, followed by 
document verification and a 
medical examination, as appli-
cable. Eligible candidates with 
disabilities will receive pre-
scribed reservation benefits, 
age relaxations, scribe assis-
tance and compensatory time.

The notification also exempts 
candidates applying for Junior 
Accounts Assistant cum Typist 
and Senior Clerk cum Typist 
from the Computer-Based Typ-
ing Skill Test. However, basic 
computer and typing proficien-
cy will be assessed after joining, 
as specified in the notification.

Satya Nadella urges emergency 
brakes for AI models

Adani Cement creates Maa Durga 
tribute with 15,000 cement bags

“We must assume a 
model is 

compromised and 
contain it from the 
start.”

– Satya Nadella 
Microsoft Chairman and CEO

Key safeguards for AI
→	 Establish emergency shutdown mechanisms

→	 Maintain tamper-proof records of AI actions

→	 Conduct independent audits

→	 Avoid relying on a single model for critical decisions

→	 Share information about significant failures and security breaches

NEW DELHI

Microsoft Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer Satya Na-
della has urged companies de-
ploying advanced artificial 
intelligence systems to pre-
pare for the possibility of AI 
models being compromised, 
calling for safeguards that al-
low their operations to be halt-
ed immediately if they behave 
unexpectedly.

Rather than relying only on 
what developers promise, or-
ganisations should regard 
powerful AI models as possi-
ble insider threats, Nadella 
said.

“We must assume a model 
is compromised and contain 
it from the start,” Nadella 
wrote on X, comparing his 
proposed safeguard to an 
emergency brake that can 
stop a model partway through 
an operation.

The remarks come as the 
security risks of advanced AI 
systems draw closer scrutiny, 
especially those of agentic 
models, which can carry out 

tasks on their own, work with 
outside platforms and act with 
little human involvement.

In recent months, Anthropic 
and OpenAI have reported 
cases of AI models acting in 
ways they were not meant to, 
among them an Anthropic 
model that sent a false tip in a 
police homicide case, and sev-
eral hacks involving third-par-

ty websites.
He also called for greater 

transparency when significant 
AI failures or security breach-
es occur.

Warning against treating 
highly capable AI systems as 
opaque technologies, Nadella 
said their behaviour must re-
main observable, their limita-
tions testable and their actions 
controllable.

NEW DELHI

With Navratri festivities get-
ting under way, Adani Ce-
ment, a part of the Adani 
Portfolio and the world’s 
ninth-largest cement produc-
er, on Sunday unveiled a gi-
ant tribute to Maa Durga at 
its Kymore plant in Madhya 
Pradesh, built from 15,000 
cement bags to be seen from 
the air. The installation is part 
of its Navratri and Durga 
Puja 2026 campaign.

Called ‘Jahan Vishwas, Wa-
han Shakti’, the work covers 
a 70 ft x 70 ft canvas and uses 
750 tonnes of cement in Am-
buja Cement and ACC bags. 
It took 12,600 man-hours of 
combined effort, and the com-
pany recorded its making and 
its reveal from the air in a dig-
ital film for its social media 
and digital platforms.

Thousands of cement bags 
were carefully placed to form 
the goddess’s crown, eyes, ten 
arms and flowing form, so 
that her image appears only 
from above. On the ground 

the bags look like separate 
pieces; as the camera slowly 
rises, the full picture emerges, 
turning the layout into a visu-
al tribute to faith, strength and 
collective effort.

The campaign’s central 
theme brings together two 
brand identities from Adani 
Cement’s portfolio: Shakti 
stands for Ambuja Cements’ 
promise of strength, and Vish-
was for ACC’s nine-decade 
legacy of trust.

At the heart of the campaign 
is Maa Durga, revered as a 
symbol of strength and protec-
tion, whose image unites the 

two brand values in a tribute 
to faith, tradition and collec-
tive endeavour.

The film traces the work 
from the ground up, starting 
with workers carrying and 
placing the bags and slowly 
rising to show the finished in-
stallation from above, a shift 
that shows how thousands of 
separate pieces come together 
in a single image.

With the campaign, Adani 
Cement aims to link cement’s 
role in building homes and 
infrastructure to the wider 
themes of trust, strength and 
devotion.

70 FT X 70 FT

15,000
CEMENT BAGS

South Korean central bank’s 
foreign returns jump 32%

Banks mull more cybersecurity 
spending after AI-linked hacks

Infosys sees no material impact 
from US PERM suspension

Foreign-asset returns 
(trillion won)

2021 13.8

2022 3.9

2023 4.9

2024 12.8

2025: up 32% 16.9
Source: Bank of Korea

SEOUL

South Korea’s central bank 
recorded 16.9  trillion  won 
($12.5 billion) in returns from 
foreign assets in 2025, mark-
ing a 32  per cent increase 
from the previous year, ac-
cording to data released by 
the Bank of Korea (BOK).

In its 2025 annual report, 
published in March, the cen-
tral bank put the rise down to 
the Korean won’s weakness 
against the US dollar and a 
rally in stock markets. The 
figures were provided to a 
lawmaker of the main opposi-
tion People Power Party.

Meanwhile, South Korean 
equities came under pressure 
in the latest trading session of 
the previous week, extending 
their losses for a third con-
secutive session as elevated 

oil prices fuelled inflation 
concerns.

The benchmark Korea 
Composite Stock Price Index 
(KOSPI) opened 0.07  per 
cent higher but closed down 
177.97 points, or 2.62  per 
cent, at 6,625.93. 

The Korean won strength-
ened against the US dollar 
during the session.

Institutional investors re-
corded net stock sales worth 
1.67 trillion won ($1.24 bil-
lion), while foreign investors 
sold shares worth 1.99  tril-
lion won. Individual inves-
tors, meanwhile, made net 
purchases of 2.9 trillion won. 

SEOUL

After a string of recent hack-
ing attacks on local lenders, 
South Korean banks are 
weighing higher spending on 
cybersecurity systems and 
staff, industry sources said on 
Sunday.

Big lenders such as Shin-
han Bank, Hana Bank 
and KB Kookmin 
Bank have reported 
that customer data 
was leaked or ex-
posed in hacking 
inc idents  th i s 
month,  raising 
fears over how 
large the breaches 
could be, a news agency 
reported.

On October  1, Shinhan 
Bank said the personal details 
of about 25,000 customers, 
among them their names, 
phone numbers and annual 
incomes, had been leaked. 
The hackers are reported to 
have used advanced artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools.

Other banks also reported 
leaks or exposure of customer 
information. Responding to 

the AI-linked attacks, KB 
Kookmin Bank plans to raise 
its cybersecurity budget from 
86.07 billion won this year to 
more than 100  billion  won 
(US$74 million) in 2027, the 
sources said.

According to the sources, 
Shinhan Bank intends to set 
aside a record cybersecurity 

budget, while Hana 
Bank plans to put tens 

of billions of won 
into strengthening 
its security sys-
tems next year.

T h e  l e n d e r s 
also intend to add 

cybersecurity staff 
next year. The plans 

follow President Lee Jae 
Myung’s call over the week-
end for a thorough investiga-
tion into the attacks. On 
Monday, the Financial Super-
visory Service (FSS) traced 
Internet Protocol (IP) ad-
dresses in 12 countries that 
are suspected of links to the 
AI-assisted hacking attacks.

Investigators, however, 
could not pin down the loca-
tions behind some of the 
addresses.

NEW DELHI

IT major Infosys has said it 
does not expect the US gov-
ernment’s suspension of Per-
manent Labor Certification 
(PERM) applications to have 
a material impact on the com-
pany. Last week, the US gov-
ernment said it was suspend-
ing several major global tech-
nology and IT firms, Infosys 
among them, from the PERM 
green card programme, which 
lets skilled foreign workers 
gain permanent US residency 
through their employment.

“Infosys is aware of the de-
cision announced by the Unit-
ed States Department of Labor 
concerning the suspension of 
new and pending applications 
by certain companies, includ-
ing Infosys, under the Perma-
nent Labor Certification 
(‘PERM’) program. We wel-
come the opportunity to work 
with the Department of Labor 
and related government agen-
cies to answer any questions 
they may have,” the company 
said in an exchange filing.“We 
do not anticipate the an-
nouncement of such suspen-

sion to have a material impact 
on the organisation. The com-
pany will make further disclo-
sures, if required, in accor-
dance with applicable regula-
tory standards. Infosys has 
invested in building a strong 
local workforce and technolo-
gy and innovation hubs in the 
United States,” it added.

US Labor Secretary Keith 
Sonderling announced the sus-
pensions as the Trump admin-
istration stepped up its drive 
against alleged visa fraud and 
employment practices that it 
says put American workers at 
a disadvantage.

Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), India’s largest IT firm, 
said on Friday that it had tak-
en note of the US govern-
ment’s announcement on 
PERM and would comply 
with any directive from the 
Department of Labor.

YOUNG ROBOTICS INNOVATORS

Indian robotics teams win Geneva opportunity

ROBOTICS FOR GOOD 
YOUTH CHALLENGE

57 teams: 28 
Junior, 29 

Senior

About 300 
students and 
mentors from 

14 states

Aged 10 to 
18, they built 
autonomous 

robots

Mission: 
public health 

emergency 
response

NEW DELHI

Team Singularity won the 
Junior title and Ferrum In-
cubators the Senior title at 
the Robotics for Good 
Youth Chal lenge India 
2026-2027, and the two 
teams will now represent 
the country at the global 
grand finale in Geneva, 
Switzerland, next year.

The International Tele-
communica t ion  Un ion 
(ITU) and the Department 
of  Telecommunications 
(DoT) organised the contest 
with support from the I-Hub 

Foundation for Cobotics 
(IHFC), alongside the India 
Mobile Congress (IMC) 
2026.

Fifty-seven teams took 
part, 28 in the Junior Cate-
gory and 29 in the Senior 
Category, with about 300 
students and mentors from 
14 states showing their 
sk i l l s  in  robot ics  and 
problem-solving.

The participants, aged be-
tween 10 and 18, designed, 
built and programmed au-
tonomous robots for a mis-
sion on responding to public 
health emergencies.

Their robots had to ex-
tract and deliver samples, 
build quarantine zones, 
hand out medical kits and 
carry out medical triage. 
The contest pushed the 
young teams to come up 
with practical robotic an-
swers to emergencies, while 
tes t ing how wel l  they 
worked as a team, planned 
their projects, made deci-
sions under pressure and 
kept to deadlines.

The event was inaugurat-
ed by Atul Sinha, Director 
General of the DoT’s Na-
t ional  Communications 

A c a d e m y - Te c h n o l o g y 
(NCA-T), who also gave the 
keynote address. Dr Bilel 
Jamoussi, Deputy Director 
and Chief of the Study 
Groups and Policy Depart-
ment at the ITU’s Telecom-
munication Standardization 
Bureau, gave the welcome 
address.

The challenge also pro-
moted inclusive participa-
tion by encouraging the use 
of free software and hard-
ware, helping reduce barri-
ers for students who cannot 
afford expensive robotics 
kits.

Poonawalla Fincorp 
shares down nearly 

16 pc in a year
NEW DELHI

Investors are expected to 
watch Poonawalla 

Fincorp shares closely on 
Monday after the 

non-banking financial 
company posted a more 
than five-fold rise in its 

September-quarter profit, 
helped by strong loan 

growth, better asset qual-
ity and lower credit costs. 
The stock has lost nearly 
16 per cent over the past 
year and is down 7.6 per 
cent, or Rs 36.70, so far 

this year. It has, however, 
risen 9.24 per cent, or 

Rs 37.75, over the past six 
months. In the past 

month the shares have 
barely moved, edging up 
0.28 per cent, or Rs 1.25, 

while in the last five trad-
ing sessions they have 
gained 1.27 per cent, or 

Rs 5.60.

BMC to crack down on 
illegal debris disposal, 
impose Rs 25,000 fine

MUMBAI
With worries about air 

quality returning after the 
monsoon’s withdrawal, 

the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 

(BMC) is reportedly pre-
paring to enforce its con-
struction and demolition 
(C&D) waste rules more 

strictly across the city.
From Monday, every vehi-
cle caught carrying con-
struction debris or exca-

vated material without an 
active, authorised Vehicle 
Tracking and Monitoring 
System (VTMS) will be 

fined Rs 25,000. Building 
sites that have not regis-

tered on the BMC’s 
Mumbai Debris Control 

and Tracking System 
(MDCTS) portal will also 
pay Rs 25,000 for each 

violation. The step follows 
growing concern over the 

illegal dumping of con-
struction waste and its 

effect on Mumbai’s envi-
ronment and air quality. In 

a circular sent to all 26 
municipal wards, the BMC 
has told officials to start 
inspections and enforce-

ment drives at once.
The city produces more 

than 8,000 tonnes of 
C&D waste a day, far 

more than it can treat.
Its two processing plants, 
at Dahisar and Shilphata, 
can together handle only 

about 1,200 tonnes of 
debris a day, and the large 
shortfall has led to wide-
spread illegal dumping.
It also lets civic officials 
follow debris vehicles in 

real time, spot those that 
stray from their routes 

and pick out suspected 
cases of illegal dumping.

India’s pulse imports 
 dip 31 per cent as  
fuels production

NEW DELHI
The ‘Mission for 

Aatmanirbharta’ lifted 
India’s pulse output to 
274.09 lakh tonnes in 

2025-26 from 
256.83 lakh tonnes in 

2024-25, and also 
brought a steep fall in 

imports of the pro-
tein-rich staple over the 
same period, according 
to an official factsheet 

released on Sunday. The 
import bill for pulses 
shrank 31.52 per cent, 

from Rs 46,427.60 crore 
in 2024-25 to 

Rs 31,793.59 crore in 
2025-26. Exports, 

meanwhile, grew at a 
double-digit pace of 

13.4 per cent, from 
$855 million to 

$969.53 million, with 
shipments totalling 
10.01 lakh tonnes in 

2025-26.
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PRIVACY IN THE DIGITAL AGE: RIGHTS 

AND GROWING CHALLENGES
SIR WAR: POLITICAL GAIN 

AT THE COST OF 
KARNATAKA’S IMAGE?

Drought Relief Cannot Wait
With 217 of 240 taluks declared 
drought-hit and losses estimated 
at Rs 50,000 to Rs 60,000 crore, 
Karnataka faces an unprecedent-
ed agrarian crisis. Central teams 
have begun assessment, but 
farmers need immediate help, 
not just surveys. The state’s re-
lease of Rs 1,250 crore as first 
instalment is welcome, but not 
enough for drinking water, fod-
der and crop loss. Centre and 
state must cooperate on this di-
saster, not politicize it.

– S. Kumar

Protect Voter Rights
The Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) row in Karnataka is worry-
ing. Over 91,000 Form 7 applica-
tions filed to delete voters, in-
cluding 7,561 in Ballari alone 
where an FIR was lodged, raise 
serious questions about electoral 
integrity. The CEO’s assurance 
that no deletion has happened yet 
is reassuring, but inquiry into 
bulk applications is a must. The 
right to vote is sacred and any 
conspiracy to delete names must 
be probed criminally.

– Lakshmi P.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Congress, BJP-JD(S) must 
put electoral integrity above 

partisan interests.

COLUMN

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

The escalating confrontation between the ruling Congress 
and the BJP-JD(S) combine over the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls has turned an essential 

exercise in electoral housekeeping into a political battlefield in 
Karnataka. The controversy surrounding Form No. 7, the pro-
posed deletion of names from electoral rolls and the filing of 
First Information Reports (FIRs) against opposition party work-
ers has raised uncomfortable questions about political intent, 
administrative impartiality and the credibility of the democrat-
ic process.

What should have been a routine effort to ensure that elector-
al rolls are accurate and up to date has instead become a bitter 
contest of accusations and counter-accusations. The damage is 
not confined to the parties involved. It risks tarnishing Karna-
taka’s image as a state with a vibrant democratic tradition and 
a politically conscious electorate.

The central question is whether political parties are genuine-
ly concerned about protecting voters’ rights or are using the 
revision process to mobilise their respective support bases 
ahead of future elections.

Electoral rolls cannot remain static. The names of deceased 
voters, people who have permanently shifted residence and 
those who cannot be traced despite due verification may need 
to be removed in accordance with election rules. Equally, no 
eligible citizen should lose the right to vote because of admin-
istrative negligence, an incorrect assessment or a politically 
motivated complaint.

This is where the controversy demands careful scrutiny. De-
leting an ineligible entry after proper verification is fundamen-
tally different from deleting the name of a living, eligible voter 
without adequate notice or an opportunity to establish eligibil-
ity. The former protects electoral integrity; the latter undermines 
it.

Form No. 7, which is used to object to the inclusion of a name 
or seek deletion of an entry under the prescribed electoral pro-
cedures, must not become a political weapon. Every objection 
must be supported by valid grounds and subjected to verifica-
tion by the competent electoral authorities. Neither the ruling 
party nor the opposition can claim the right to determine whose 
name should remain on the voters’ list.

Congress’s opposition to the SIR process also merits exam-
ination. Is the party concerned primarily about the possibility 
of genuine voters being excluded, or does it fear that a thor-
ough revision could alter the electoral calculations in its strong-
holds? The concern about disenfranchisement is legitimate, but 
it must be supported by evidence rather than sweeping political 
allegations.

The Congress leadership has also been aligned with the 
broader opposition demand at the national level for the scrap-
ping of SIR. This raises a pertinent question: is the Karnataka 
government’s stand being shaped by the state’s assessment of 
the process or by the political position adopted by the party 
high command? A state government must be guided by consti-
tutional principles, verifiable facts and the protection of citi-
zens’ rights, rather than by political instructions from any par-
ty headquarters.

At the same time, the BJP-JD(S) combine cannot be absolved 
of responsibility. If individual workers have submitted false 
objections, fabricated information or attempted to manipulate 
electoral records, the law must take its course. Opposition status 
does not confer immunity from investigation. However, allega-
tions must be established through evidence, not through politi-
cal rhetoric.

The filing of FIRs against opposition workers has added an-
other layer of suspicion to the controversy. If offences have 
been committed, action is justified. But why do the cases appear 
to be directed at BJP and JD(S) workers? Have complaints 
against members or supporters of the ruling party been investi-
gated with equal seriousness? Are the same legal standards be-
ing applied to all political parties?

These questions deserve transparent answers from the police 
and the election authorities. The existence of an FIR does not 
establish guilt, and political affiliation cannot be a substitute for 
evidence. If action is selective, it will strengthen the opposi-
tion’s charge of political vendetta. If the allegations are substan-
tiated, the government must make the evidence and the legal 
basis for action clear.

The government must also ensure that police investigations 
do not become a means of intimidating legitimate political ac-
tivity. Equally, opposition parties must not use allegations of 
selective action to shield wrongdoing by their workers. The rule 
of law must apply equally, regardless of political colour.

“India must 
develop a 

digital system where 
technology is a tool 
of power, not 
control; data is a tool 
of development, not 
exploitation; and 
citizens’ freedom 
and privacy are 
equally protected 
along with security.”

Dr. Satyavan 
Saurabh

“Instead of 
remembering our 

parents after their death, 
it is better to make them 
realise while they are alive 
how precious they are to 
us.”

— Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

The first job opens the 
door. A supportive system 

helps women build the 
career beyond it.

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

Today, a person’s digital 
identity has become as 
important as their phys-

ical existence. What we search 
for, where we go, what we 
buy, who we communicate 
with, and what topics we are 
interested in  – all of these 
leave a digital trail. The ques-
tion then is not only who has 
our information, but also how 
much control we have over it. 
In this context, the issue of 
privacy in the digital age has 
emerged as a serious constitu-
tional and social challenge 
concerning individual free-
dom, dignity, and autonomy.

Privacy is an individual’s 
right to control others’ access 
to their personal information, 
identity, and private life. This 
right gained historical signif-
icance in India when the Su-
preme Court, in K. S. Puttas-
wamy v. Union of India 
(2017), recognized privacy as 
a fundamental right protected 
by the Constitution. The 
Court linked privacy to life 
and personal liberty, dignity, 
and autonomy. It also clari-
fied that any intrusion on pri-
vacy must comply with con-
stitutional standards such as 
law, legitimate purpose, and 
proportionality. The prolifer-
ation of digital technology has 
broadened both the scope and 
challenges of this right.

First, the state’s growing 
surveillance capabilities pose 

a significant challenge to pri-
vacy. Technologies such as 
facial recognition, biometric 
identification, location track-
ing, and digital communica-
tion analysis can be useful in 
crime control and national 
security. However, without 
adequate legal limits and in-

dependent oversight, these 
same technologies can be-
come a means of mass sur-
veillance. Striking a balance 
between security and privacy 
is therefore a crucial respon-
sibility of democratic gover-
nance.

On the other hand, the mas-
sive collection of personal 
data by private digital compa-
nies is also a matter of con-
cern. Social media, e-com-
merce, search engines, and 
mobile applications collect 
vast amounts of data about 
our behavior. By combining 
this information from differ-
ent sources, detailed behav-
ioral profiles of individuals 
can be created. This makes it 
possible to personalize ser-
vices, but this process also 
creates the potential to influ-
ence consumer preferences, 
behavior, and decisions. Thus, 

data becomes not just infor-
mation but a source of eco-
nomic and social power.

Privacy threats aren’t limit-
ed to large-scale data collec-
tion. Incidents like doxing 
involve the disclosure of a 
person’s address, phone num-
ber, photo, or other personal 
information without their per-
mission. This can lead to on-
line harassment, threats, and 
physical safety threats. Simi-
larly, deepfake technology has 
added a new dimension to 
identity and reputation abuse. 
Artificial intelligence can be 
used to create content that ap-
pears authentic, using a per-
son’s face or voice. This can 
impact privacy as well as a 
person’s dignity and reputa-
tion.

Additionally, data breaches 
and cyberattacks pose a seri-
ous threat to citizens’ privacy. 
Theft of financial information, 
health records, identity docu-
ments, and other sensitive in-
formation can lead to identity 
theft, financial fraud, and 
blackmail. Compounding the 
problem is algorithmic profil-
ing. When automated systems 
make decisions about people 
based on personal data, inac-
curate or biased data can lead 
to discriminatory outcomes. If 
such decision-making pro-
cesses are not transparent, it 
becomes difficult for individ-
uals to understand or chal-
lenge decisions made against 
them.

Another characteristic of 
the digital economy is that 
data is no longer confined to 
a single entity. Governments, 
private companies, advertis-
ing agencies, app developers, 
cloud service providers, and 
technology vendors may be 
involved in various processes 
related to an individual’s data. 
As a result, it becomes diffi-
cult to trace the full chain of 
data flow and establish re-
sponsibility. Cross-border 
data flows further exacerbate 
this problem, as a citizen’s in-
formation may be collected in 
one country and stored or pro-
cessed in another.

One of the biggest practical 
difficulties in protecting pri-
vacy is “consent fatigue.” Us-
ers click “I Agree” without 
reading long and complex 
privacy policies. In this situa-
tion, consent becomes a legal 
formality but no longer a truly 
informed choice. Another 
challenge is that technological 
innovation often moves faster 
than regulation. However, 
protecting privacy does not 
mean completely restricting 
state security needs or techno-
logical innovation. In some 
circumstances, access to in-
formation may be necessary 
to combat crime and terror-
ism, and to protect national 
security. The challenge is to 
ensure that such powers are 
lawful, necessary, and propor-
tionate, and that their abuse is 
effectively monitored and 

remedied.
India has taken significant 

steps in this direction through 
the Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023. What is 
needed now is effective im-
plementation, robust institu-
tional oversight, and a simple 
grievance redressal mecha-
nism for citizens. Further-
more, “privacy by design” 
should be integrated into the 
technology architecture of 
digital governance and the 
private sector. This means 
embracing principles such as 
data minimization, secure 
storage, encryption, and lim-
ited data collection from the 

outset, rather than adding pri-
vacy protections after a tech-
nology is built.

The accountability of digi-
tal platforms should also be 
increased.  

In Indian culture, parents 
are considered divine. Our 
values reflect a world of 

love, sacrifice, and compas-
sion at the feet of a mother, 
while a father’s life is marked 
by hard work, responsibility, 
and protection. Parents put 
aside their own desires for 
their children’s future. They 
sacrifice their own needs to 
fulfill their children’s. Their 
happiness resides in their chil-
dren’s smiles, and their lives 
are spent nurturing their fam-
ilies. But the irony is that at 
the very age when they need 
the most love, respect, and 
support, many elderly people 
are neglected in their own 
homes. If parents are not re-
spected and supported in their 
lifetime, then the rituals after 
death are incomplete.

In our society, there is a tra-
dition of remembering our 
ancestors during Shraddha, 
Tarpan, and Pitru Paksha. 
People reverently offer food, 
give donations, and perform 
religious rituals. This tradition 
symbolizes our cultural mem-
ory and gratitude to our an-
cestors. But we must ask our-
selves one question: is the 
meaning of this reverence 
limited only to the rituals per-

formed after death? If we hes-
itate to offer our parents two 
meals a day, a few words of 
respect, and affection while 
they are alive, how can a 
grand feast after their death 
conceal our insensitivity?

Today, economic prosperity 
has increased in families, but 
in many places, emotional 
prosperity seems to be declin-
ing. Amidst the hustle and 
bustle of modern life, jobs, 
businesses, and personal am-
bitions, finding time for par-
ents is becoming increasingly 
difficult. Many elderly people 
feel lonely even while living 
at home. Fathers who toiled to 
build their homes are now 
seen as obstacles in their sons’ 
busy lives in old age. Mothers 
who suppressed their hunger 

to feed their children are 
sometimes neglected in their 
own homes.

The most painful situation 
is when living parents are 
taunted, their needs are con-

sidered a burden, and their 
feelings are disregarded. After 
death, long queues form to 
offer flowers to their por-
traits. Grand celebrations are 
held for those with whom we 
never had time to interact 
during their lifetime. This 
contradiction is not just a 
family problem, but also a se-
rious question mark on our 
social sensitivity.

A father’s life is often a sto-
ry of struggle for his family. 
Within limited resources, he 
cared for his children’s edu-
cation, marriage, housing, 
and future. He fulfilled his 
family’s dreams, putting his 
own on hold. A mother also 
devoted a significant portion 
of her life to the family’s 
needs. Staying up all night 
during illness, rejoicing at the 
smallest joys of her children, 
and standing as a shield 
during difficult times – paren-
tal love cannot be measured 
in monetary terms. Therefore, 
in old age, their greatest right 
is not property, but respect 
and belonging.

The growing need for nurs-
ing homes also forces us to 
reflect. Not every nursing 
home is a symbol of a bad 
system. Their emotional dis-
placement from the home they 
built with their own hard work 
is a test of our family values.

The true meaning of Shrad-
dha lies not just in food and 
charity, but in devotion. And 
devotion should not only be 
for the dead, but also for liv-
ing parents. Feeding crows, 
donating to Brahmins, and 
performing religious rituals 
may be important in their 
own right, but if a mother is 

hungry at home, a father is 
waiting for medicine, and 
children are unwilling to even 
speak to them, we must re-
consider the meaning of our 
religion and karma.

Serving parents isn’t a fa-
vor. It’s not even an attempt 
to fully repay a debt no child 
can ever repay. It’s simply a 
duty – a human duty, a famil-
ial duty, and a moral duty. Sit-
ting with them for a while, 
listening to them, taking care 
of their medications, showing 
them respect, understanding 
their likes and dislikes, and 
sharing their loneliness  – 

these small acts can become a 
great joy for them.

It’s easy to offer flowers af-
ter death, but difficult to wipe 
someone’s tears while they’re 
still alive. Putting a garland 
on a photo is easy, but sitting 
for a few minutes every day 
and listening to your parents 
is the true test. A greater vir-
tue than hosting a feast is to 
respectfully feed your living 
parents. Before searching for 
God at pilgrimage sites, it’s 
important to recognize the 
two faces at home who gave 
meaning to our lives.

Therefore, Shraddha and 
Pitru Paksha should not only 
remind us of our departed an-
cestors, but also remind us of 
our responsibility towards our 
living parents. Before offer-
ing Pind Daan, there should 
be a gift of love; before ritu-
als, there should be compas-
sion; and before devotion, 
there should be service. Be-
cause at the feet of our par-
ents resides not only a pil-
grimage site, but the world of 
our own roots.

Honoring them while 
they’re alive is the greatest 
tribute. Bringing joy to their 
eyes while they’re alive is the 
greatest offering. And there is 
no greater act of righteous-
ness than sharing their loneli-
ness while they’re alive.

Getting women into the 
workforce is an im-
portant step toward 

equality, economic indepen-
dence and social progress. 
But getting a job is only the 
beginning. The larger chal-
lenge is helping women stay 
in work, progress in their ca-
reers and build stable profes-
sional lives.

Across many societies, 
women enter education and 
employment in growing num-
bers, yet their careers may be 
interrupted by family respon-
sibilities, unsafe workplaces, 
inadequate childcare, unequal 
opportunities or social expec-
tations. Therefore, true em-
powerment cannot be mea-
sured simply by how many 
women receive their first job. 
It must also be measured by 
how many are able to remain, 
grow and succeed in the 
workplace.

One of the biggest barriers 
to lasting careers is the un-
equal distribution of house-
hold responsibilities. Even 
when both partners work, 
women often continue to car-
ry a larger share of childcare, 

eldercare, cooking and house-
hold management. This can 
leave women with less time 
and energy for professional 
development. A career break 
may then become unavoid-
able, especially after marriage 
or childbirth.

Flexible work arrangements 
can make a significant differ-
ence. Flexible working hours, 
hybrid options where appro-
priate, predictable schedules 
and opportunities to return 
after career breaks can help 
women balance professional 
and family responsibilities 
without permanently sacrific-
ing their careers. Flexibility 
should not mean reduced am-
bition or fewer opportunities 
for advancement. It should 
mean creating systems that 
recognize the realities of mod-
ern family life.

Workplace culture also mat-
ters enormously. A woman 
may obtain a job but leave 
because she feels underval-
ued, excluded or unsafe. Re-
spectful workplaces, clear 
policies against harassment, 
fair promotion systems and 
mechanisms for reporting 
concerns are essential. Wom-
en should be able to concen-
trate on their professional re-
sponsibilities without con-
stantly having to overcome 

unnecessary social or work-
place barriers.

Career progression is equal-
ly important. Keeping women 
in entry-level positions with-
out providing opportunities 
for learning and advancement 
is not genuine empowerment. 
Women need access to train-
ing, mentoring, leadership 
development and challenging 
assignments. Organizations 
should evaluate employees on 
their skills, performance and 

potential rather than assump-
tions about gender or family 
responsibilities.

Pay equity is another im-
portant part of lasting employ-
ment. Equal work should re-
ceive fair compensation, and 
salary structures should be 
transparent enough to reduce 
unjustified disparities. Finan-
cial independence becomes 
much more meaningful when 
women have opportunities to 
earn, save, invest and progress 

economically throughout their 
careers.

Career breaks should also 
be viewed differently. Taking 
time away from employment 
to raise children, care for par-
ents or deal with family re-
sponsibilities should not auto-
matically destroy a person’s 
professional future. Employ-
ers can develop returnship 
programmes, refresher train-
ing and re-entry pathways 
that help experienced profes-
sionals reconnect with the 
workplace.

Technology can further sup-
port women’s careers. Online 
learning, digital collaboration 
and remote-work tools can 
create opportunities for wom-
en who face geographical or 
family-related constraints. At 
the same time, digital access 
and skills must be widely 
available so that technology 
does not create another form 
of inequality.

Schools and educational in-
stitutions can contribute by 
encouraging girls to develop 
not only academic knowledge 

but also confidence, commu-
nication, digital skills, finan-
cial literacy and career aware-
ness. Young women should be 
encouraged to imagine ca-
reers as long-term journeys 
rather than simply as ways to 
obtain their first salary.

Businesses, too, benefit 
when women stay and grow. 
Organizations retain experi-
enced employees, reduce re-
cruitment costs and gain from 
diverse perspectives. Women 
who remain in the workforce 
can eventually become men-
tors and leaders, creating a 
positive cycle for the next 
generation.

The goal, therefore, should 
not simply be “more women 
at work.” The goal should be 
more women with stable, 
meaningful and rewarding ca-
reers. Employment is the en-
try point; retention, growth 
and leadership are the real 
measures of progress.

Empowerment begins when 
a woman gets an opportunity. 
It becomes meaningful when 
she has the freedom and sup-
port to continue that journey. 
A society that wants lasting 
equality must move beyond 
helping women enter the 
workplace and start building 
systems that help them stay, 
grow and thrive.

SERVICE WHILE ALIVE, THIS IS THE TRUE SHRADDHADR. PRIYANKA 
SAURABH

BEYOND THE FIRST JOB: HELPING WOMEN BUILD LASTING CAREERS

Dr. Vijay Garg
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CHENNAI

Lok Sabha Leader of the Op-
position and senior Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on Satur-
day pledged support for young 
protesters and said the opposi-
tion would continue its cam-
paign to defend the Constitu-
tion and defeat those he ac-
cused of attacking it.

In remarks shared on X 
during his Chennai visit for 
the “Chhatron Ki Goonj” stu-
dent outreach programme, 
Gandhi challenged the Union 
government to arrest opposi-
tion leaders and young peo-
ple, declaring that they would 
not retreat.

His comments came amid 
police action against people 
attempting to join a protest in 
Delhi demanding the removal 
of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar.

Gandhi accused Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and the 
RSS of cowardice, saying 
more than a decade of con-
fronting them had given him 
an understanding of their 
approach. “I’ve been fighting 
Narendra Modi and the RSS 
for over a decade now. I 
understand them like you 
would understand your oppo-
nent,” he said.

He targeted Home Minister 
Amit Shah, RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat, Kumar and National 
Security Adviser Ajit Doval, 
describing them as the “vil-
lains of this story”. Gandhi 

claimed that the space avail-
able to these figures was nar-
rowing as their opponents 
intensified their efforts. “We 
are closing that space,” he 
said.

Challenging PM Modi over 
the deployment of police, 
Gandhi said the government 
could mobilise as many per-
sonnel as it wanted and arrest 
leaders, young people or the 
opposition. “We are surround-
ing you, and we are not going 
to back down,” he asserted.

He pledged to protect the 
voice of the Indian people and 
prevent a repetition of what 
he alleged had happened to 
the country over the past 
10  to  15 years. Expressing 
pride in India’s youth, he 
urged them to “keep protest-
ing” and assured them of the 
opposition’s support.

The Delhi protest was 
organised by the Cockroach 
Janta Party at Jantar Mantar. 
Police said more than 3,000 
people trying to reach the 
venue were detained, along-
side over 600 people with 
criminal records held as a pre-
ventive measure.

NEW DELHI

Union Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju on Sun-
day shared a 2015 video of 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
national convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal, in which he is seen 
demanding an intensive revi-
sion of electoral rolls over 
alleged irregularities and 
duplicate entries in Delhi’s 
voter lists.

The video has intensified 
the political confrontation 
over the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls, with the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) citing 

past statements by Opposition 
leaders to defend the exercise 
against criticism from the 
AAP and Congress.

Sharing the video on X, Ri-
jiju questioned Kejriwal and 
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi over their current opposi-
tion to the revision process. 

“After Kapil Sibal, once again 
Kejriwal Ji’s old video de-
manding SIR exposed himself 
and Rahul Gandhi Ji,” Rijiju 
wrote.

In January 2015, ahead of 
the Delhi Assembly elections, 
Kejriwal and the AAP had 
alleged serious discrepancies 
in electoral rolls, claiming 
that several individuals pos-
sessed multiple voter identity 
cards. Kejriwal had then 
claimed that approximately 
3.96 lakh to four lakh people 
a l l eged ly  he ld  a round 
11.5 lakh voter cards.

The AAP had also ques-
tioned similarities between 

electoral rolls in Delhi and 
neighbouring states, including 
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, 
alleging that such discrepan-
cies could facilitate electoral 
manipulation.

The latest exchange follows 
Rijiju’s criticism of the Con-
gress over remarks made by 
senior advocate and former 

Union Law Minister Kapil 
Sibal in Parliament concern-
ing deletions from electoral 
rolls.

Opposition parties have 
described the ongoing SIR 
exercise as “vote chori”, 
demanded its cancellation 
and raised concerns about 
transparency and the possible 

exclusion of eligible voters. 
They have also sought action 
against Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.

The BJP maintains that the 
revision process addresses 
electoral-roll irregularities, 
while the Opposition contin-
ues to question its implemen-
tation and accountability.

NEW DELHI

An Executive Magistrate on 
Sunday ordered the release of 
Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) 
leaders Abhijeet Dipke, Sau-
rav Das and Ashutosh Ranka 
after Delhi Police placed them 
under preventive arrest, 
according to the party’s legal 
affairs head, Ratna Singh.

In a post on X, Singh con-
firmed the development, stat-
ing, “Executive Magistrate 
court releases Abhijeet, Sau-
rav and Ashutosh.”

Earlier on Sunday, Singh 
had said that the three leaders 
would be produced before the 
Executive Magistrate at Delhi 
Cantt Police Station at 9 am. 
She added that a police offi-
cial had informed her about 
the scheduled proceedings 
and that she would be present 
at the station alongside other 
advocates representing the 
party.

The three leaders were 
detained on Saturday at Indira 
Gandhi International Airport 
after arriving in the national 
capital to participate in a 
planned protest against the 
Election Commission of India 
(ECI). The demonstration was 
organised against alleged 

irregularities in the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls and sought the 
resignation of Chief Election 
Commissioner  Gyanesh 
Kumar.

Meanwhile, Singh denied 
reports circulating on social 
media that the CJP had filed a 
petition in the Supreme Court 
seeking the release of its lead-
ers and other members 
detained ahead of the pro-
posed demonstration at Jantar 
Mantar.

Clarifying the party’s posi-
tion, Singh said the petition 
shared online had not been 
filed by the CJP. She also 
stated that the party was not 
approaching the Supreme 
Court and that its legal team 
had not approved any habeas 
corpus petition.

KOLKATA

Kolkata Police on Sunday 
served a fresh interrogation 
notice to Trinamool Congress 
general secretary and Dia-
mond Harbour MP Abhishek 
Banerjee in connection with 
the August 27 scuffle involv-
ing party workers, police per-
sonnel and Kolkata Munici-
pal Corporation (KMC) staff 
outside his Camac Street 
office in central Kolkata.

The fresh notice directs 
Banerjee to appear for ques-
tioning at Shakespeare Sarani 
Police Station on Monday. 
The police station has juris-
diction over the office where 
the incident took place.

A team from Shakespeare 
Sarani Police Station visited 
Banerjee’s residence in 
Kalighat, South Kolkata, on 
Sunday afternoon and served 
the  not ice .  Pol ice  had 
attempted to serve an interro-
gation notice at the same res-
idence on October 8 but 
could not do so because the 
MP was in New Delhi.

The latest notice follows a 

First Information Report reg-
istered on the basis of a com-
plaint filed by the KMC 
against several Trinamool 
Congress leaders, including 
Banerjee.

 The MP has already been 
questioned for more than six 
hours at Shakespeare Sarani 
Police Station in connection 
with the case.

The incident occurred on 
August 27 when KMC offi-
cials, accompanied by police 
personnel, arrived at Baner-
jee’s Camac Street office to 
remove an allegedly illegal 
billboard. The situation 
reportedly escalated when 
Trinamool Congress workers 

and leaders resisted the oper-
ation, resulting in scuffles at 
the site.

According to three FIRs 
registered at Shakespeare 
Sarani Police Station, police 
have accused Trinamool Con-
gress activists of assaulting 
on-duty  personnel  and 
attempting to outrage the 
modesty of a woman police 
officer.

Banerjee, Rajya Sabha MP 
Derek O’Brien and other Tri-
namool leaders, including 
Humayun Kabir and Baish-
wanar Chatterjee, have been 
named in two of the three 
FIRs.

Police have arrested 14 
people so far in connection 
with the incident.

JODHPUR

Indian Air Force chief Air 
Chief Marshal A.P. Singh on 
Saturday clarified that the 
United States had made no 
official offer to sell its 
fifth-generation F-35 stealth 
fighter aircraft to India, dis-
missing speculation that 
Washington had offered the 
advanced combat jets to New 
Delhi and that India had 
rejected the proposal.

Singh made the remarks at a 
press conference on the side-
lines of the concluding cere-
mony of the multinational air 
exercise Tarang Shakti-2026 
in Jodhpur.

Sitting alongside the com-
mander of the US Air Force’s 
Pacific Air Forces (PACAF), 
he responded to a question 
about the reported F-35 offer 
with a humorous observation. 
“These people don’t even let 
us go near the aircraft, and 
you are talking about selling 
it to us,” Singh said.

His comments sought to 
clear the air amid speculation 
over India’s reported decision 
not to proceed with the acqui-
sition of the American stealth 
fighter. The IAF chief’s state-
ment indicated that no formal 
offer had been made to India, 
countering reports suggesting 
that New Delhi had turned 
down a US proposal.

Singh also addressed the 
possibility of India acquiring 
Russia’s fifth-generation 
Su-57 fighter aircraft. He said 
the Russian offer was yet to 
be considered and that no 
decision had been taken on 
the matter. India is continuing 
to evaluate its future combat 
aircraft requirements while 
focusing on strengthening 
indigenous defence manufac-
turing.

M e a n w h i l e ,  S i n g h 
described the conclusion of 
Tarang Shakti-2026, the sec-
ond edition of the multina-
tional air exercise, as a proud 
moment for the Indian Air 
Force.

“It is indeed a very proud 
day for me today that we are 
in the final stage of Exercise 
Tarang Shakti, the second ver-
sion of it,” he said. The IAF 
chief recalled that the exercise 
began in 2024, when the plan 
was to organise it every two 
years.

DEHRADUN

An earthquake measuring 4.2 
on the Richter scale struck 
Uttarakhand’s Uttarkashi dis-
trict on Saturday evening, 
triggering panic among resi-
dents in Uttarkashi town and 
the Yamunotri valley. Accord-
ing to the National Centre for 
Seismology (NCS), the earth-
quake occurred at 8:07 p.m., 
with its epicentre located 
2 km northwest of Uttarkashi. 
The tremor originated at a 
depth of 11 km.

The  sudden  shak ing 
prompted several residents to 
rush out of their homes and 
seek open spaces as the trem-
ors were felt across the 
affected areas. Officials from 
the Uttarakhand State Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(USDMA) said no damage 
had been reported following 
the earthquake as of the latest 
update.

Authorities continued to 
monitor the situation.

Saturday’s earthquake was 
the second tremor measuring 
above magnitude 4 to hit 
Uttarakhand within four days, 
raising concerns among resi-
dents in the Himalayan state, 
which is vulnerable to seismic 
activity.

O n  O c t o b e r   6 ,  a 

4.9-magnitude earthquake 
struck Chamoli district, with 
the tremors raising concern 
among people in the region.

According to experts, the 
back-to-back earthquakes 
have once again highlighted 
the importance of prepared-
ness in Uttarakhand, where 
mountainous terrain, scattered 
settlements and vulnerable 
infrastructure can complicate 
emergency response efforts in 
the event of a major earth-
quake.

Uttarkashi, located in the 
Garhwal Himalayas, is among 
the state’s important pilgrim-
age and tourist destinations, 
serving as a gateway to the 
Yamunotri shrine, they added.

The district has experienced 
damaging earthquakes in the 
past, including the 1991 
Uttarkashi earthquake, which 
caused significant loss of life 
and widespread damage.

Although no immediate 
damage or casualties were 
reported in Saturday’s inci-
dent, residents remained con-
cerned following the recent 
seismic activity.

MUMBAI

Mahatma Gandhi’s great-​
grandson Tushar Gandhi on 
Sunday vowed to continue 
protests across the country 
until Chief Election Commis-
sioner  Gyanesh Kumar 
resigns and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s entire Cab-
inet steps down, describing 
the demonstrations as a pub-
lic “no-confidence motion” 
against the government.

Speaking after his release 
from detention, Tushar Gandhi 
criticised the authorities over 
his detention during a protest 
at Mumbai’s historic August 
Kranti Maidan. He said he 
was initially taken to D.N. 
Nagar police station before 
being moved to Borivali sta-
tion for a medical examination 
because he was a senior citi-
zen.

Gandhi said he was in-
formed at 6 pm on Saturday 

that he would be released, but 
his mobile phone was not re-
turned to him. He added that 
four officers subsequently 
took him home in the same 
vehicle.

Despite his detention and 
the apprehension of other 
organisers, Gandhi said peo-
ple continued to arrive at 
August Kranti Maidan volun-
tarily, demonstrating public 
opposition to the government. 
He argued that the protests 

reflected citizens’ dissatisfac-
tion with the administration 
and alleged electoral manipu-
lation.

Gandhi announced plans to 
organise similar demonstra-
tions across India every week 
until the movement’s demands 
are met.

Referring to climate activ-
ist Sonam Wangchuk, Gandhi 
urged him to participate 
directly in street protests. “I 
would tell Sonam Wangchuk 
not to make statements but to 
take to the streets. Our move-
ment will continue until our 
demands are met,” he said.

Kejriwal’s 2015 video: Rijiju questions Oppn on SIR
The video, which dates back to January 2015, shows Kejriwal raising concerns over alleged 

irregularities, including duplicate entries and individuals holding multiple voter identity cards.

THE 2015 
VIDEO ROW

Then: Kejriwal had 
alleged duplicate voter 

identity cards and 
discrepancies in Delhi’s 

voter lists

Data: The AAP had 
submitted suspected 

duplicate-entry data to 
the Election 
Commission

Now: Opposition 
parties have criticised 

the ongoing SIR 
exercise, citing 

transparency and 
voter-exclusion 

concerns

Kolkata cops issue fresh 
notice to TMC MP

The police have 
summoned Abhishek 

Banerjee for fresh 
questioning over an 

August scuffle 
involving Trinamool 

workers, police and civic 
officials.

Court orders release of 3 CJP leaders

Key developments
Released

Abhijeet Dipke, Saurav Das and 
Ashutosh Ranka were ordered 
released on Sunday

Detention
The three were detained at Delhi 
airport on Saturday

Protest issue
The CJP planned demonstrations 
over alleged irregularities in 
electoral-roll revision

Legal clarification
Ratna Singh denied that the party 
had filed a Supreme Court petition 
seeking the detainees’ release

Next move
Ajinkya Shinde announced another 
march towards Jantar Mantar, 
demanding the CEC’s resignation

Rahul Gandhi urges youth 
to keep protesting

No official US offer to 
sell F‑35 fighters 

to India: IAF chief

4.2-magnitude quake jolts 
Uttarkashi, triggers panic

4.2
magnitude

11 km
depth

2 km
NW of Uttarkashi

PUBLIC MOVEMENT

Tushar Gandhi vows nationwide stir till govt resigns
“The ongoing protests are a no-confidence motion 

by the people against the government.”
— Tushar Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi’s great-grandson

A.P. Singh
Air Chief Marshal, IAF chief

Rahul-Priyanka’s 
aggressive street 
shows in Oppn’s 

power game
NEW DELHI

It has been amusing to 
watch how the Gandhi 
siblings have been con-
ducting themselves of 

late. From elbowing and 
pushing police personnel 

to dangling from a bus, 
they seem to have sud-
denly discovered a more 
aggressive style of poli-

tics. Rahul Gandhi and his 
Congress party have 

rarely been respectful in 
their words about Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
The PM has long been a 

target of the Gandhis and 
other Congress leaders, 

who have often used the 
harshest language 

against him. Now, the 
confrontation has moved 
beyond words. They are 

taking to the streets, get-
ting into scuffles with 

police personnel, 
attempting to enter gov-
ernment offices, lying on 

roads and shouting at 
security personnel.

NCB seizes 53 kg 
drugs worth 

Rs 43 crore in 
Guwahati
GUWAHATI

The Narcotics Control 
Bureau (NCB) arrested 
two drug traffickers and 

seized 53.937 kg of meth-
amphetamine/WY tab-

lets, suspected to be orig-
inating from Myanmar 
and valued at approxi-

mately Rs 43 crore in the 
illicit market, in Guwahati, 
an official said on Sunday. 

The NCB, Guwahati, 
achieved a significant 

breakthrough on 
October 6 in its sustained 
campaign against organ-
ised narcotics trafficking 

with the help of an intelli-
gence input, said an offi-

cial statement. Officers of 
the NCB intercepted two 

trucks and subjected 
them to intensive and 

systematic searches and 
detected specially fabri-
cated concealed cavities 

inside the fuel tanks of 
both vehicles, it said.

Army detects, 
destroys 5 landmines 

along LoC in Poonch
JAMMU

The Army said on 
Saturday that it has 
detected and safely 

destroyed five landmines 
along the Line of Control 

(LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Poonch district. 

“While two landmines 
were detected by an 

Army patrol party near 
the border fence in Basoni 

top area today morning, 
three others had been 
found in the same area 
the previous day,” the 

Army officials said. “The 
explosives were subse-

quently destroyed 
through controlled explo-

sions by the Bomb 
Disposal Squad of the 

Army without causing any 
damage,” officials added.
The forward areas along 
the LoC are dotted with 
landmines as part of an 
anti-infiltration obsta-

cle system.
However, heavy rainfall 
can sometimes wash 

away the mines, causing 
them to surface in areas 
where they may pose a 

potential risk.
Landmines that move 

away from their original 
mapped positions due to 

weather and other rea-
sons are technically 

called ‘drift landmines’.
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CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. 
Joseph Vijay on Sunday urged 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to reconsider the pro-
posed Madurai and Coim-
batore Metro rail projects and 
expedite funding for key 
transport infrastructure, 
emphasising that cooperation 
between the Centre and the 
State should translate into tan-
gible benefits for the public.

Speaking at a function in 
Chennai where development 
projects worth Rs  13,000 

crore were inaugurated or 
launched, Vijay welcomed the 
Prime Minister and thanked 
him for inaugurating the 

Chennai Metro rail project. He 
sought early Central funding 
for Chennai Metro Phase III, 
the Hosur–Bengaluru Metro link and the proposed metro 

systems in Coimbatore and 
Madurai.

Vijay also called for priority 
to be given to the proposed 
Cauvery–Godavari river-link-
ing project. Referring to 
Rs 5,110 crore in funds for 
Tamil Nadu, he urged the 
Centre to address the State’s 
infrastructure requirements 
and facilitate interstate metro 

connectivity to support future 
development.

He identified agriculture, 
information technology, in-
vestment, innovation and in-
frastructure development as 
key drivers of growth and em-
ployment opportunities.

Vijay said development 
must extend beyond Chennai 
and reach every district.

NEW DELHI

Months after Pakistani secu-
rity forces launched a brutal 
crackdown on peaceful pro-
testers in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK), families of 
victims continue to seek 
answers amid allegations of 
human rights violations, 
wrongful detentions, and 
extrajudicial killings, accord-
ing to a recent report.

The unrest in PoK initially 
erupted over rising electricity 
prices and the increasing cost 
of living but gradually devel-
oped into a wider challenge to 
the region’s constitutional and 
political structure. The Joint 
Awami Action Committee 
(JAAC), a coalition of grass-
roots activists, called for a 
boycott of elections held in 
phases from July 27 to August 
10, arguing that the existing 
system failed to adequately 
represent the interests and 
aspirations of local residents.

According to a recent report 
published by The Indepen-
dent, the move was followed 
by a ban on the group and a 
violent crackdown on protest-
ers by Pakistani security 
forces.Subsequently, the Paki-
stani government proscribed 
the JAAC under stringent 
anti-terrorism laws, arrested 
several of its leaders, and 
launched a security operation 
to suppress the movement. 
The operation was accompa-
nied by allegations of human 
rights abuses, arbitrary deten-
tion and extrajudicial killings, 
the report stated.

The report also highlighted 
the case of 26-year-old Fahad 
Barkat, whose sister spent 
more than two months believ-
ing that he had been detained 
by the police and hoping that 
he would eventually be 
released. Barkat had gone to a 
military hospital in Rawalakot 
to donate blood but never 
returned home. 

LUCKNOW

An internal rift within the 
Congress came to the fore at 
the party’s Uttar Pradesh 
Committee headquarters on 
Sunday, when a clash broke 
out between supporters of for-
mer State party President 
Ajay Rai and newly appointed 
State party President Arad-
hana Misra Mona during the 
swearing-in ceremony of the 
new leadership.

The altercation reportedly 
led to heated exchanges, 
pushing and shoving, and 
physical clashes among party 
workers, creating chaos at the 
state Congress headquarters.

The commotion continued 
for around half an hour, while 
a video purportedly showing 
the incident has been circulat-
ing widely on social media.

Ajay Rai arrived at the 
State Congress headquarters 
along with his supporters to 

attend the swearing-in cere-
mony of Aradhana Misra 
Mona as the new State party 
President and Imran Masood 
as the state unit Working 
President. During the pro-
ceedings, a disagreement 
reportedly arose between Rai 
and a woman party leader 
while they were engaged in a 
conversation.

Following the exchange, 
Rai allegedly left the office in 
anger. His supporters subse-
quently demanded that the 
woman leader be removed 
from her position and issue an 
apology.

They reportedly said that 
Rai would return to the state 
Congress office only after 
their demands were fulfilled. 
Some people also alleged that 
women were treated inde-
cently during the altercation. 
However, these allegations 
have not been independently 
verified.

NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) on Sunday claimed that 
troops from “Naxal (Mao-
ist)-affected and border areas” 
have been brought in to enforce 
curbs in the national capital to 
restrain protests, as it reiterated 
its demand for the resignation 
of Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
over alleged irregularities in 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Addressing a press confer-
ence hours after being released 
by a Delhi court following pre-
ventive arrest, CJP co-convener 
Saurav Das said: “The entire 
city of Delhi has been turned 
into a cantonment for the last 
few days.”

“Between 30,000 and 40,000 
security personnel have been 
called in. Troops from Nax-
al-affected areas, Bengal and 
Kashmir, including BSF per-
sonnel from border areas, have 
been airlifted to Delhi. More 
than 40,000 personnel have 

reportedly been deployed, and 
the city has been placed under 
heavy restrictions,” he claimed.

“This is creating a major 
problem. If you want to create 
a negative atmosphere around 
protesters and a certain move-
ment, you do not just make 
things difficult for the protest-
ers; you also create problems 
for ordinary citizens who may 
not even be participating in the 
protest.

 This creates a negative 
image of the movement, and 
that is exactly what is happen-
ing in Delhi,” he stated.

Das added that the closing of 
metro stations, suspending 
trains coming to Delhi from 
other states, and shutting 
shops are affecting ordinary 
people.

Mentioning that Sunday 
might have witnessed more 
footfall at shops, he said: 
“What purpose does shutting 
shops serve? The government 
believes this will create a neg-
ative atmosphere against the 
youth and this movement. 

AMARAVATI

Jana Sena Party cadres must 
get adequate representation in 
the upcoming local body elec-
tions, Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan 
said on Sunday, adding that 
their sacrifices for the forma-
tion and success of the ruling 
alliance deserved recognition.

Launching the ‘Adavitalli 
Bata 2.0’ programme at Kaka-
vada in Polavaram district’s 
Rampachodavaram constitu-
ency, Kalyan asked alliance 
leaders to honour their re-
sponsibilities towards party 
workers and make sure they 
were given due respect and 
representation in local gover-
nance.

Party cadres, known as 
Janasainiks, had worked self-
lessly in the 2024 general 
elections and put the interests 
of the State and the alliance 
ahead of their own political 
ambitions, the Jana Sena 
leader said.

Leaders and workers of Jana 
Sena and the other coalition 

partners, he said, had to coor-
dinate closely and take an ac-
tive part in village develop-
ment.

Kalyan recalled that when 
Telugu Desam Party leader 
N. Chandrababu Naidu was 
arrested, Janasainiks and 
Veera Mahilas, the party’s 
women cadres, took to the 
streets in solidarity during a 
difficult period.

The alliance must not forget 
those who stood by it without 
seeking positions of power, he 
said, calling for the principles 
of alliance cooperation, or 
‘alliance dharma’, to guide 
decisions in the coming elec-
tions.

SHIMLA

Union Health and Family 
Welfare Minister J.P. Nadda 
will on Monday lay the foun-
dation stone of the ICMR 
Centre for High Altitude 
Medicine and Public Health 
Research (ICMR-CHAMP) at 
K e y l o n g  i n  H i m a c h a l 
Pradesh’s Lahaul-Spiti dis-
trict, officials said on Sunday.

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) is set-
ting up the centre under the 
Department of Health Re-
search of the Union Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare. 
It is meant to strengthen mul-
tidisciplinary research, inno-
vation and capacity building 
in the country’s high-altitude 
and climate-sensitive regions.

The Himalayan ecosystem 
presents distinct public health 
challenges because of high 
altitude, extreme weather, 
difficult terrain, geographical 
isolation and increasing 
climate variability. These 
conditions affect disease 
patterns, access to healthcare, 

occupational health and 
emergency response, making 
specialised research essential 
for developing effective 
interventions.

The centre will also explore 
the use of digital health plat-
forms, telemedicine, drone-en-
abled healthcare logistics and 
real-time public health surveil-

lance to improve medical ser-
vices in remote and hard-to-
reach areas.

Located in a strategically 
significant border region, 
ICMR-CHAMP is expected 
to provide an institutional 
platform for sustained field 
research involving high-alti-
tude and tribal populations. 
The centre is also expected to 
contribute to national priori-
ties, including tribal health-
care, disaster preparedness, 
digital health innovation and 
climate-resilient health sys-
tems.

MUMBAI

Evidence or facts should be 
put forward before anyone 
spreads anarchy in the state 
just for the sake of it, Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) leader 
Ram Kadam said on Sunday, 
condemning the protests that 
have engulfed the national 
capital and other major cities.

“Ever since he (Rahul 
Gandhi) returned from the 
US, it is unclear what has 
come over him and what is 
driving his actions. Is foreign 
funding behind his attempts 
to create unrest here? The 
voter list purification process 
has been carried out during 
the tenures of several Prime 
Ministers, from Jawaharlal 
Nehru to Manmohan Singh,” 
Kadam said.

“More than 6.3 crore voters 
have left their original homes. 
It’s a transparent process. If 
you have concrete proof and 
evidence, present it, but 
spreading anarchy in the state 
in the form of protests owing 

to foreign funding can’t be 
supported,” he said.

Responding to remarks by 
NCP-SP MLA Rohit Pawar 
about the death of former 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) Chief and Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, 
Kadam said, “Rohit Pawar has 
engaged in political theatrics 
by claiming that he would 
reveal the mystery behind the 
muffler on October 10. Ajit 
Dada Pawar has passed away, 
and 15 days ago, Rohit Pawar 
said he would reveal the mys-
tery, but October  10 has 
passed without any revelation. 
This shows that he is engaging 
in cheap political stunts.”

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party (SP) chief 
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday 
asserted that a change of gov-
ernment was certain in the 
2027 Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
elections, claiming that pub-
lic discontent with the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) had 
already set the process in 
motion.

Speaking to reporters after 
paying tribute to Loknayak 
Jayaprakash Narayan on his 
birth anniversary at the Jay-
aprakash Narayan Interna-
tional Centre (JPNIC) in Luc-
know, Yadav said the BJP 
would be voted out of power 
in the next Assembly elec-
tions.

Invoking Jayaprakash 
Narayan’s Total Revolution 
movement, Yadav said its 
principles remained relevant 

in challenging the ruling 
establishment.

“The process of change has 
begun. The anguish among the 
public will accelerate the pro-
cess of change,” Yadav said 
after garlanding Narayan’s 
statue at the memorial.

The SP chief also targeted 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath over Ayodhya, days after 
challenging him to contest 
elections from the holy city. 

Responding to the chief min-
ister’s questions concerning 
Ayodhya, Yadav said individ-
uals displaying arrogance 
would be unable to withstand 
the strength of the PDA alli-
ance.

PDA stands for Pichhda, 
Dalit and Alpsankhyak, repre-
senting backward classes, 
Dalits and minorities. Yadav 
claimed that the BJP was con-
cerned about the alliance’s 

political strength and said 
voters were increasingly 
familiar with the ruling par-
ty’s politics.

Akhilesh predicts power shift 
in UP in 2027 Assembly polls

The SP leader says his party will form the government with 
a record number of seats during the 2027 assembly polls.

Akhilesh lashes out 
at BJP

1 Akhilesh Yadav predicts a 
change of government in 

the 2027 Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections

2 SP chief invokes 
Jayaprakash Narayan’s 

Total Revolution movement

3 Yadav questions the 
Election Commission over 

its alleged partisan conduct

4 PDA alliance remains 
central to the SP chief’s 

political strategy

5 Yadav renews his criticism 
of Chief Minister Yogi 

Adityanath over Ayodhya

‘Show proof for your 
claims before 

spreading anarchy’

ICMR to set up high-altitude 
medical research centre

India is strengthening 
mountain healthcare 

research with a 
specialised ICMR centre 
in Himachal Pradesh’s 

strategically important 
Himalayan region.

Key research areas
→	 High-altitude physiology and 

acclimatisation

→	 Mountain medicine and 
climate-sensitive diseases

→	 Maternal and child health, 
nutrition and mental health

→	 Environmental, occupational 
and disaster medicine

→	 Telemedicine, drone-enabled 
logistics and real-time 
disease surveillance

Pawan Kalyan seeks Jana Sena’s 
local representation

He urges NDA 
partners to ensure 
Jana Sena cadres 
receive adequate 
representation in AP’s 
upcoming local body 
polls.

KALYAN SEEKS 
‘ADEQUATE 
REPRESENTATION’

Pawan Kalyan 
seeks adequate 
local body 
representation for 
Jana Sena cadres
–	 He says Janasainiks and 

Veera Mahilas deserve 
recognition for their 
sacrifices

–	 Kalyan appeals to voters to 
support the NDA in 
upcoming local body 
elections

–	 Alliance leaders urged to 
coordinate on village 
development and grassroots 
representation

Security personnel brought 
from borders: CJP

Clash erupts at UP Cong 
HQ during new 

state chief swearing-in

PoK families seek answers 
months after brutal 
crackdown by Pak

TN INFRA PUSH

Vijay seeks Central nod for Tamil Nadu metro projects

“The government is 
working towards 

making Tamil Nadu a 
$1.5 trillion economy by 
2036.”

– C. Joseph Vijay Tamil 
Nadu CM

₹13,000 cr
development projects inaugurated or launched at the 

Chennai function

4
metro projects for which Vijay sought early Central 

funding

India’s draft steel 
policy targets 604 mn 

tonnes capacity
NEW DELHI

A draft steel policy 
released by the govern-

ment aims to nearly triple 
India’s crude steel capac-

ity, from about 220 mil-
lion tonnes now to 

604 million tonnes by 
2047. The policy sets out 

a roadmap for cutting 
carbon emissions in the 
sector and for improving 

the supply of iron ore and 
coking coal to meet the 

expected rise in demand. 
The two raw materials 

make up over 65-70 per 
cent of the cost of making 
steel. India meets most of 

its iron ore needs on its 
own but imports nearly all 

the coking coal it uses.

Gujarat cops nab 3 
more accused in 

Punjab’s Sandhu 
murder case

AHMEDABAD

Three men wanted for the 
murder of social media 
influencer and makeup 

artist Madhu Sudan Singh 
alias Mad Sandhu, who 

was shot dead in Punjab’s 
Amritsar earlier this 
month, have been 

arrested by the Gujarat 
Anti-Terrorism Squad 
(ATS) and the Valsad 

Special Operations Group 
(SOG). Harsimranjit Singh 
alias Simu Singga, Fateh 
Singh and Arman Singh 
were detained in Vapi, 

Valsad district, in a joint 
operation by the two 

state police units. The 
Gujarat ATS said two uni-

dentified persons shot 
Mad Sandhu dead near a 

car washing centre on 
Loharka Road in Amritsar 

on October 3.

Yuva Sangam: 
Uttarakhand students 

meet Bengal Guv
KOLKATA

College students from 
Uttarakhand met West 

Bengal Governor R.N. Ravi 
and discussed issues 

such as learning and cul-
tural exchange under the 

Union Education 
Ministry’s Yuva Sangam 
initiative, an official said 

on Sunday.
The October 8 interaction 

gave the students and 
faculty members of the 

Uttarakhand delegation a 
chance to experience 
West Bengal’s cultural 
identity and traditions, 

the official said in 
a statement.

The students discussed 
the importance of 

strengthening connec-
tions among young peo-

ple from different parts of 
the country, the state-

ment said.
The Department of 

Higher Education in the 
Ministry of Education 

organised the visit as part 
of Yuva Sangam Phase 
VII under the Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat pro-

gramme, it said.
The programme aims to 

foster national integration 
and strengthen peo-

ple-to-people connec-
tions among the country’s 

youth, it said.
The Uttarakhand delega-

tion, whose nodal insti-
tute is Hemvati Nandan 

Bahuguna Garhwal 
University, began its visit 

to West Bengal with a 
warm welcome on 

October 7.
IIT Kharagpur is hosting 

the delegation and help-
ing the young participants 

explore the State’s rich 
cultural and spiritual her-

itage, vibrant traditions 
and educational land-

scape, the statement said.
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WARSAW

Poland’s security agencies 
held an emergency high-level 
meeting after receiving cred-
ible intelligence about a pos-
sible threat to Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk and Defence 
Minister Władysław Kosin-
iak-Kamysz.

Interior Ministry spokesper-
son Karolina Gałęcka said on 
social media that the Polish 
Police had flagged the poten-
tial plot, prompting immedi-
ate action from top govern-
ment officials.

Official spokespeople gave 
no details of the nature, origin 
or methods of the plot, but 
private broadcaster Radio Zet 
reported that law enforcement 

had received an anonymous 
threat by email.

Officials remain on high 
alert after a series of recent 
security incidents at home. In 

August, police detained a 
twenty-three-year-old who 
was formally accused of incit-

ing the assassination of senior 
state leaders. Tusk also said 
publicly that he had received 

direct threats in 2024, shortly 
after the shocking attempt on 
the life of neighbouring Slo-
vakia’s Prime Minister, Rob-
ert Fico. Sunday’s emergency 
security meeting also came at 
a time of intense national vig-
ilance after a tragic wave of 
school violence that ended in 
the fatal stabbing of a school 
caretaker earlier in the week.

As investigations go on, 
state security services have 
stepped up protection around 
key ministers to deter any 
hostile actors and keep the 
country stable.

JAKARTA

Indonesian authorities and 
conservation specialists have 
successfully relocated eight 
critically endangered Borneo 
orangutans to a secure habitat 
after devastating wildfires 
obliterated their natural jun-
gle homes.

The Southeast Asian nation 
is currently battling its most 
ferocious wildfire crisis in 11 
years, primarily ravaging the 
islands of Sumatra and Bor-
neo. Government officials 
warn that these catastrophic 
blazes could persist through 
November, drastically wors-
ened by the compounding 
pressures of an intense El 
Niño weather phenomenon.

According to a joint state-
ment from the Indonesian 
government and the wildlife 
p r o t e c t i o n  f o u n d a t i o n 
Yayasan Inisiasi Alam Reha-
bilitasi Indonesia, the recent 

rescue mission saved three 
mother-child pairs alongside 
two adolescent male orang-
utans between August and 
September. Conservation 
teams carefully transported 
the group to the Batu Nyam-
bu protected forest area, a 
move designed to grant the 
primates a vital second 
chance at thriving in the wild.

Orangutans remain critical-
ly endangered great apes, na-
tive exclusively to the islands 
of Borneo and Sumatra. Their 
populations face severe and 
continuous decline due to 
rampant deforestation, illegal 

poaching, and recurrent 
wildfires.

TEHRAN

Tehran has stepped up its dip-
lomatic and rhetorical cam-
paign against the newly oper-
ational defence pact between 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
Turkey, widely known as the 
Mecca Defence Alliance, 
warning that any military in-
volvement or intervention in 
Yemen would have severe 
destabilising consequences 
for the wider Middle East.

The three-way security 
framework formally became 
operational after a sharp rise 
in cross-border missile and 
drone attacks on critical Sau-
di energy infrastructure by 
groups aligned with Yemen. 
Once the pact’s mutual de-
fence mechanisms were acti-
vated, Ankara and Islamabad 
both took preliminary steps to 
give Riyadh defensive and 
technical support. Those de-
ployments immediately drew 

fierce criticism from Iranian 
officials, who see the align-
ment as a direct geopolitical 
challenge.

Responding to reports that 
tens of thousands of troops 
could be sent to the Arabian 
Peninsula, Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Esmail 
Baghaei publicly dismissed 
the rumours but added a stark 
warning: regional capitals 
know well that meddling in 
Yemen brings unwelcome 
blowback across the region. 
Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi echoed those concerns, 

calling for regional self-reli-
ance and cautioning that mul-
tilateral military pacts would 
neither constrain Iran’s stra-
tegic posture nor change its 
calculations.

Tehran’s diplomatic anger 
has been aimed more sharply 
at Islamabad than at Ankara. 
Pakistan has long kept a del-
icate diplomatic balance, of-
ten acting as a mediator be-
tween Iran and Western or 
Gulf powers, so its formal 
alignment with Saudi security 
initiatives has angered Irani-
an observers.

DHAKA

Bangladesh is under severe 
stagflationary pressure as 
stubbornly high inflation, 
sluggish growth, weak pri-
vate investment and shrink-
ing household purchasing 
power combine to strain the 
country’s financial stability.

Analysts say the conflict in 
the Middle East has made 
these economic headwinds 
much worse by pushing up 
global energy prices, trans-
port costs and the cost of es-
sential imports.

Inflation remains the central 
problem. Headline inflation 
stood at 8.26 percent in Au-
gust, only slightly below Ju-
ly’s 8.32 percent, while non-
food inflation rose further to 
9.32 percent.

Growth prospects have 
weakened in step. The World 

Bank projects growth of 3.9 
percent for fiscal year 2026, 
and the International Mone-
tary Fund forecasts a modest 
3.5 percent for fiscal year 
2027. Experts warn that such 
rates are too low to create 
productive jobs, raise in-
comes or drive the investment 
the country needs. Without 
structural reforms, they say, 
Bangladesh risks a long peri-
od of economic stagnation.

KATHMANDU

Nepali authorities ordered ur-
gent evacuations after a huge 
landslide set off severe flood-
ing along the Budhi Gandaki 
River in central Nepal, sweep-
ing away homes, bridges and 
vital infrastructure.

Disaster struck in Chumnu-
bri village in Gorkha district, 
about 100 kilometres west of 
the capital, Kathmandu. No 
deaths have been confirmed 
so far, but the national disas-
ter management authorities 
said five people, two women 
and three men, are missing. 
Soldiers of the Nepali army 
rescued 49 stranded people, 
among them a foreign nation-
al whose nationality has not 
been made public.

The flash flood caused 
widespread damage in the 
area, destroying about a doz-

en houses, sweeping away 
two vital suspension bridges 
and badly damaging the con-
struction camp of a local hy-
droelectric project and its 
heavy machinery. The surg-
ing, debris-filled water also 
carried off a major highway 
bridge linking Gorkha district 
with neighbouring Dhading 
district, cutting a key regional 
route.

KYIV

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said his coun-
try is ready to suspend drone 
and missile attacks on Russian 
oil refineries if Moscow car-
ries out a complete and verifi-
able halt to its relentless bom-
bardment of Ukraine’s energy 
infrastructure.

Speaking through his offi-
cial Telegram channel, Zel-
enskiy said any meaningful 
path towards de-escalating the 
conflict must rest on strict 
reciprocity. One-sided con-
cessions were impossible, he 
stressed, without concrete se-
curity guarantees from inter-
national partners and a genu-
ine end to the Kremlin’s at-
tacks on critical civilian pow-

er grids.
The announcement comes 

amid intense diplomatic and 
political friction. Only a day 
earlier, United States Presi-
dent Donald Trump publicly 
rebuked Ukraine, demanding 
that it stop its strategic cam-
paign against Russian petro-
leum facilities and controver-
sially suggesting that Kyiv 
should consider changing its 
leadership.

BANGKOK

Middle East conflict, severe 
energy supply shocks and 
soaring sovereign debt are 
overshadowing the annual 
meetings of the International 
Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, which have 
brought global financial lead-
ers together in Thailand.

The war involving the US, 
Israel and Iran, now in its 
eighth month, has shut criti-
cal trade corridors such as 
the Strait of Hormuz, cutting 
off nearly twenty percent of 
the world’s oil supplies. The 
disruption has put unprece-
dented strain on international 
markets, adding to inflation-
ary pressures and slowing 
global economic growth. US 
Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent is notably missing 
f r o m  t h e  h i g h - p r o f i l e 
gathering.

World Bank President Ajay 
Banga warned that com-
pounding risks, among them 
soaring diesel prices, climb-

ing fertilizer costs and a 
looming extreme El Niño 
weather phenomenon, are 
hitting vulnerable economies 
hard. Emergency releases 
from reserves have softened 
the blow for now, but acces-
sible commercial storage is 
running down fast, leaving 
energy markets increasingly 
fragile. The IMF, for its part, 
pointed out that global public 
debt stands at historic highs 
not seen since World War 
Two and is expected to pass 
one hundred percent of glob-
al GDP before 2030. Emerg-
ing markets and low-income 
nations face a brutal mix of 
high interest rates, capital 
ou t f lows  and  crushing 
debt-servicing costs, which 
on average swallow more 
than ten percent of public 
revenues.

Developing nations have 
called for help, but diplomats 
say major economies show 
little appetite for reviving the 
debt relief moratoria of the 
pandemic era.

Pope Leo to 
undergo lung 

growth surgery
VATICAN CITY

Pope Leo announced that 
he will undergo surgery 
this week to remove a 

small, early-stage growth 
detected on his lung dur-

ing a routine health check. 
The 71-year-old pontiff 

shared the news with pil-
grims in St. Peter’s 

Square, reassuring every-
one that the localised 

nodule was caught early 
and remains well con-

tained. Doctors advised 
the prompt operation, his 

first major health scare 
since his election last 

year. The Vatican expects 
the Holy Father to recover 
fully within a week of the 

scheduled procedure.

UN chief condemns 
Riyadh airport attack

UNITED NATIONS
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 

strongly condemned a 
deadly Houthi drone or 

missile strike on Riyadh’s 
King Khalid International 
Airport. The attack on the 
crowded Saudi passenger 
terminal killed 12 people 

and injured more than 
300 civilians, among 

them foreign nationals as 
well as local citizens. 

Guterres stressed that 
targeting civilian infra-

structure breaches inter-
national law and must 
stop immediately. The 

Saudi-led coalition 
denounced the bombing 

as a serious war crime 
and promised a firm mili-
tary response to the esca-
lating Houthi aggression.

Indian-Americans 
lead historic electoral 

bids
WASHINGTON

Indian-American candi-
dates are chasing historic 

firsts across the United 
States ahead of the 

November 3 elections. 
Los Angeles City Council 
member Nithya Raman 

has pulled ahead of 
Mayor Karen Bass in a 
recent poll and could 
become the city’s first 

Indian-American mayor. 
Pooja Sethi in Texas, Jyot 
Singh in Georgia, Saritha 
Komatireddy in New York 

and Amar Mukunda in 
Maryland are also bidding 
for unprecedented legis-
lative and executive mile-

stones. More than 250 
Indian-Americans now 

hold office, a sign of the 
community’s growing 

political representation 
nationwide.

Pakistan plans 
$58 bn electricity 
sector expansion

KARACHI
Pakistan has approved an 
ambitious and financially 
risky 2025-2035 roadmap 
for its power sector, which 
needs a staggering 58 bil-
lion dollars in fresh invest-
ment in electricity genera-

tion and transmission.
The National Electric 

Power Regulatory 
Authority gave condi-
tional approval to the 

Integrated System Plan, 
which projects that peak 
electricity demand will 

rise from 26,950 mega-
watts in 2025 to 35,521 

megawatts by 2035, 
requiring 26,045 mega-

watts of additional gener-
ating capacity. The 

approval was clouded by 
sharp internal disagree-

ment. All three members 
of the regulator’s board, 

the Chairman among 
them, recorded dissenting 
or advisory observations 

in the forty-five-page 
document, questioning 

the basic economic logic 
of the expansion.

Conflicts, debt dominate 
IMF‑World Bank talks

Dominated by escalating Middle East conflicts, crippling energy shocks, and 
soaring sovereign debt, global financial leaders have convened in Thailand.

Zelenskiy offers to halt 
refinery strikes

Pressures dominating the Bangkok agenda
Middle East War & Energy Fragility

The ongoing conflict involving the US, Israel, and Iran—now in its eighth 
month and marked by the closure of the Strait of Hormuz—has triggered a 
historic energy supply shock.

Soaring Global Public Debt
IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva warned delegates that “Winter 
is coming,” highlighting that public debt has climbed to its highest level 
since World War Two and is projected to exceed 100% of global GDP 
before 2030.

Compounding Crises & Climate Shocks
Leaders are also addressing overlapping risks, including rising fertilizer 
prices and an impending “super” El Niño weather phenomenon that 
threatens agricultural yields and public health.

High-Level Absences
Notable friction surrounds the absence of US Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent, who skipped the summit and G20 talks for domestic engagements 
amid rising transatlantic and geopolitical tensions over the Middle East, 
Ukraine sanctions, and international trade policies.

Trump claims Putin seeks peace, 
blames Kyiv
US President Donald Trump 
stated that Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin is eager to 
negotiate an end to the war in 
Ukraine. However, Trump 
sharply criticized Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy, accusing him of 
missing past opportunities to 
make a deal. The comments 
follow a telephone call 

between Trump and Putin, 
alongside a controversial US 
agreement for Russian diesel 
exports. While Trump argued 
that Ukraine would have 
secured better terms years 
ago, the Kremlin noted that 
Russia’s core objectives 
remain unchanged, leaving 
immediate peace talks 
uncertain.

Landslide dams Nepal river, 
evacuation alert issued

Stagflation pressures mount 
in Bangladesh: Report

US Senators assail Trump’s 
Russian diesel waiver

Flood toll

5
PEOPLE MISSING 
(TWO WOMEN, THREE 
MEN)

49 PEOPLE RESCUED BY 
THE ARMY

12 HOUSES DESTROYED 
(ROUGHLY)

2
SUSPENSION 
BRIDGES SWEPT 
AWAY

Prices outpace pay
headline inflation, August

8.26%
non-food inflation

9.32%
wage growth

8.05%

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s de-
cision to temporarily ease 
sanctions and allow imports 
of Russian diesel has set off a 
fierce bipartisan backlash in 
Washington. Lawmakers from 
both parties warn that the 
move will line Moscow’s cof-
fers and undermine congres-
sional efforts to rein in Vlad-
imir Putin’s war machine.

Independent Senator Angus 
King of Maine attacked the 
policy reversal, saying it helps 
the Kremlin far more than 
American consumers strug-
gling with fuel costs. A pow-
erful group of Democratic 
leaders, among them Senate 
Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer, Senator Jeanne Sha-
heen and Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, echoed him and con-
demned the decision as a “to-

tal betrayal” of Ukraine and 
Western allies.

Senator Richard Blumen-
thal sharply criticised the ad-
ministration, called for the 
decision to be reversed at 
once and warned American 
companies against accepting 
what he called “Putin’s blood 
money”.

The White House defends 
the measure as a necessary 
step to ease high fuel costs for 
truckers, farmers and ordinary 
businesses, but critics argue 
that the small short-term vol-
umes will do little to bring 
prices down. Congressional 
opponents warn instead that 
the concession rewards Mos-
cow at a time of intense con-
flict, setting up a high-stakes 
standoff between the White 
House and Capitol Hill over 
the enforcement of foreign 
policy.

Indonesia relocates endangered 
Borneo orangutans

Tehran slams Saudi‑Pakistan 
defense pact over Yemen

THE JOURNEY TO 
SAFETY

By car
six hours

By boat
one hour across rivers

On foot
two hours, the sedated apes in 
cages on bamboo poles

Batu Nyambu
the protected forest

Amid ferocious El 
Niño-driven wildfires 

scorching Borneo’s 
jungles, 

conservationists have 
successfully relocated 

eight critically 
endangered orangutans 

to safety.

Warsaw on alert as Polish leaders face threats
TUSK THREAT PLOT

A nation on edge
Sunday’s scare arrives during an already tense week for 
Polish authorities, who remain on edge following recent 
domestic tragedies, including a violent school incident 

that left a caretaker dead. Security agencies have not yet 
publicly revealed the exact source or origin of this latest 

threat. However, investigators are working around the 
clock to track down the sender and ensure complete 

safety for the country’s leadership. Citizens and officials 
alike hope that swift, decisive action will keep the nation 

stable during these uncertain times.
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Morgan Rogers shines 
in Chelsea's victory

LONDON
 

C h e l s e a  h e a d 
coach Xabi Alon-
so has offered 
high praise for 
Morgan Rogers, 
calling him a 
complete mod-
e rn  foo tba l l 
p l aye r.  Th i s 
glowing remark 
c a m e  a f t e r 
Chelsea secured 
a dominant 5-1 

v i c t o r y  o v e r 
Bournemouth in 

the Premier League at 
Stamford Bridge. Rogers 
played a starring role in 
the match, scoring his 
fourth goal for the club 
s ince  comple t ing  a 
high-profile transfer from 

Aston Villa before the start 
of the current campaign.

The match itself was an 
absolute goal fest from the 

opening whistle. Chelsea 
burst out of the blocks when 
experienced midfielder Jor-
dan Henderson opened the 
scoring inside just two min-

utes on his home debut. Hen-
derson collected a precise 
pass from Cole Palmer before 
unleashing a powerful long-
range strike that went in off 
the post. Just a minute later, 
Henderson turned provider by 
setting up Rogers. The twen-
ty-four-year-old forward ex-
pertly curled his shot into the 
far corner with a slight 
deflection, doubling 
the lead.

Following a 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
first half, Joao 
Pedro extended 
the advantage 
to three goals 
immediately af-
ter the restart. Al-
t h o u g h  B o u r -
nemouth managed to 
pull one back through Evanil-
son, Joao Pedro quickly re-
stored the three-goal cushion. 
Henderson then capped off a 
stellar individual performance 
by scoring a magnificent free-
kick from twenty-five yards 
out to seal the comprehensive 
win.

Rogers has enjoyed an ex-

plosive start to his career at 
Stamford Bridge. Alongside 
his latest strike, he has al-
ready scored against Fulham, 
Arsenal, and Hull City, while 
chipping in with four assists 
across eight appearances. De-
spite enduring a grueling 
schedule that has seen him 
play over seventy matches for 

club and country—in-
cluding representing 

England during 
their third-place 
World Cup fin-
i s h — R o g e r s 
continues to 
display excep-
tional energy 

and fitness.
When asked by 

reporters if this in-
credible run of form 

caught him off guard, Alonso 
insisted he was not surprised 
by the youngster's seamless 
adaptation. "His form isn't a 
surprise because he is young, 
fresh, strong, and quick," 
Alonso explained to club me-
dia. "His availability is very 
high, and he is enjoying his 
football.

Praising 
Morgan 

Rogers as a 
complete modern 

player, Xabi Alonso 
guided Chelsea to 

a dominant five-
goal victory.

Linda Noskova withdraws 
from Wuhan Open

Wimbledon champion 
Linda Nosková has 
withdrawn from the 

Wuhan Open due to a left 
calf injury, prioritizing 

recovery ahead of her debut 
WTA Finals appearance.

CHINA
 

World No. 6 and Wimbledon 
champion Linda Nosková has 
officially withdrawn from the 
prestigious Wuhan Open due 
to a left calf injury. The 
late-breaking tournament 
scratch comes just days after 
the 21-year-old Czech star se-
cured her maiden career qual-
ification for the elite year-end 
WTA Finals, alongside com-
patriot Mirra Andreeva. 

Because Nosková pulled 
out before the publication of 
the opening order of play, 
tournament organizers re-
structured the singles main 
draw hierarchy. No. 9 seed 
Belinda Bencic inherited 
Nosková's open slot on Line 
48, moving directly into the 

second round via a first-round 
bye. Meanwhile, Anna Ka-
linskaya stepped up into 
Bencic's previous position on 
Line 9 to face veteran player 
Zhang Shuai in her opening 
match. An incoming lucky 
loser will fill the vacancy left 
by Kalinskaya's shift ahead of 
Monday's main draw match-
es.

Nosková's absence adds her 
to a growing list of marquee 
w i thd rawa l s  f rom the 
high-profile WTA 1000 
event during the 
g r u e l i n g 
A s i a n 
s w i n g , 
joining 
w o r l d 
N o . 
1 
Ele-
n a 
R y -
bakina, 
C o c o 
Gauff, Nao-
mi Osaka, and 
Amanda Anisi-
mova on the sidelines. 
Additionally, lower-tier qual-
ifying adjustments saw Olek-
sandra Oliynykova drop out 

due to a right ankle issue, 
clearing a path for qualifier 
Aoi Ito.

The setback arrives during 
a breakthrough 2026 cam-
paign for Nosková, highlight-
ed by her historic grass-court 
major title at Wimbledon, a 
semifinal run at the WTA 
1000 Indian Wells event, and 
a stellar quarterfinal appear-
ance at the US Open. 

Dilmperis sets high goals for ISL opener
GUWAHATI

 
The excitement is building up 
rapidly as football fans gear 
up for a thrilling clash in the 
Indian Super League. Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant is ready to 
kick off their brand new cam-
paign with a tough away 
match. They will face North-
East United FC right on their 
home turf at the Indira Gand-
hi Athletic Stadium. Ahead of 
this much-awaited show-
down, the team's head coach 
has made his ambitions crys-
tal clear to everyone.

Coach Panagiotis Dilmperis 
spoke openly with reporters 
about his mindset and expec-
tations for the upcoming sea-
son. He firmly stated that his 
squad must display a much 
higher level of aggression and 
energy on the pitch. Accord-
ing to him, settling for any-
thing less than a victory is 
simply not an option for a 

club of their stature.
The Kolkata giants enter 

this match following a very 
busy and productive pre-sea-
son schedule. They took 
part in multiple tourna-
ments, including a suc-
cessful run in the IFA 
Shield, which gave the 
players crucial match 
practice. Dilmperis 
noted that this packed 
schedule helped the 
team practice different 
tactical formations. 
The players have 
successfully 
adapted to 
p l a y -
i n g 

in both a three-man and a 
four-man defensive setup. 
This tactical flexibility allows 

t h e  t e a m  t o 
switch strate-
gies smoothly 
during a match 
depending on 
how the game 
unfolds.

H o w e v e r , 
the coach also 
admitted that 

playing with 
high intensity 

for an en-
t i r e 

ninety minutes might take a 
little more time. The squad is 
still building up their full 
physical stamina for the long 
season ahead.

Star forward Lee Harry Er-
win also shared his positive 
thoughts on the team's current 
mood. 

He mentioned that despite 
facing a few tough hurdles 
during their preparation 
months, the squad atmosphere 
remains exceptionally cheer-
ful and united. Winning two 
trophies recently has given 
them a wonderful platform to 
build upon.

Fans can expect an ac-
tion-packed game tomorrow 
as Mohun Bagan looks to 
start their journey on a win-
ning note. The players know 
the expectations are sky-high, 
and they are fully prepared to 
leave everything on the grass 
to bring home the three 
points.

Bezzecchi wins as Aprilia 
dominates Indonesian GP

Rahmat Shah hits century 
on captaincy debut

ABU DHABI
 

The international cricket 
arena witnessed a breathtak-
ing display of leadership 
and resilience today at the 
Sheikh Zayed Stadium. Af-
ghanistan captain Rahmat 
Shah etched his name per-
manently into the history 
books during the opening 
match of the one-off Test 
against Bangladesh. Step-
ping onto the field for his 
very first assignment as the 
official Test captain, Shah 
delivered a master-
class in batting, 
crafting a magnif-
icent century that 
kept his team 
afloat against a 
fierce bowling 
attack.

Replying to a 
formidable first-in-
nings total of 346 posted by 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan 
found themselves under im-
mense pressure early in the 
innings. Wickets fell at reg-
ular intervals as the rival 
seamers exploited the early 
morning moisture on the 
pitch. However, Shah stood 
firm like a solid rock amidst 
the ruins, anchoring the in-
nings with remarkable pa-
tience and technical bril-

liance. By reaching 
the  th ree - f igu re 
mark, Shah achieved 

a historic milestone, becom-
ing the very first Afghan 
cricketer to score a century 
on his Test captaincy debut. 
His patient knock of 105 
runs came off 216 deliveries 
and included ten elegant 
boundaries and two tower-
ing sixes, showcasing both 
his defensive solidity and 
his ability to punish loose 
deliveries.

Support for the captain 
came in brief spells from 
opener Abdul Malik, who 
contributed a steady 62 runs 

from 120 balls, and 
wicketkeeper-batter 

Ikram Alikhil , 
who chipped in 
with a fighting 
32. Despite their 
efforts, Afghani-

stan was eventu-
ally bundled out for 

240 runs, giving Ban-
gladesh a crucial 106-run 
lead.

The standout star for Ban-
gladesh was fast bowler 
Hasan Mahmud, who ripped 
through the batting lineup 
with a sensational hat-trick 
and a five-wicket haul. 
Mahmud became the first 
Bangladeshi pacer to claim 
a Test hat-trick, cementing 
his legacy. As teams prepare 
for the next phase, cricket 
fans celebrate a truly unfor-
gettable day of historic per-
formances.

MANDALIKA
 

The thrilling world of motor-
cycle racing delivered another 
dramatic chapter at the Indo-
nesian Grand Prix. Marco 
Bezzecchi put on a stunning 
masterclass at the Mandalika 
International Street Circuit to 
secure a much-needed victo-
ry, keeping his championship 
dreams alive. Meanwhile, the 
battle at the top of the stand-
ings took a massive twist as 
Jorge Martin reclaimed the 
championship lead from Marc 
Marquez in an unforgettable 
afternoon of high-speed ac-
tion.

The race delivered historic 
scenes for Aprilia, who 
dominated the track to 
lock out the top four 
positions. In a remark-
able display of sheer 
grit and determination, 
R a u l  F e r n a n d e z 
claimed second place 
despite suffering from 
two broken fingers he 
sustained during the sprint 
race. Martin crossed the fin-
ish line in third place to grab 
crucial points, while Ai Ogu-
ra rounded out the phenom-
enal Aprilia sweep in fourth.

For seven-time champion 
Marc Marquez, the after-
noon proved difficult as he 
slipped down the order 
during the second half of the 
race, ultimately crossing the 
finish line in sixth position. 

This shift allowed Martin to 
snatch back the overall cham-
pionship lead. Martin now sits 
at the top of the standings 
with 355 points, holding a ra-
zor-thin two-point advantage 
over Marquez, who has 353 
points. Meanwhile, Bezzec-
chi's brilliant triumph brings 
him right back into the title 
conversation with 309 points, 
keeping the championship 
wide open with just a few 
rounds remaining.

Speaking after his first vic-
tory since Mugello, Bezzecchi 
admitted that he had to take 
extra risks this weekend to 
stay in the title hunt. "I'm still 
far, but anyway, my mental-

ity is still the same. I 
will keep fighting 
and trying my 
best," Bezzecchi 
said. Fernandez 
reflected on his 
incredible podi-

um finish, explain-
ing the intense pain 

he managed to over-
come while 

braking with 
i n j u r e d 
fingers.

Ben Shelton stunned at 
Shanghai Masters

SHANGHAI
 

Professional tennis can be a 
brutally tough sport, and even 
the biggest stars experience 
sudden heartbreak on the 
court. American tennis sensa-
tion Ben Shelton learned this 
lesson the hard way today af-
ter suffering a surprising de-
feat at the Shanghai Masters. 
The world number four 
fought hard but ultimately fell 
in a tight straight-set loss to 
France's Arthur Gea, who 
played the match of his life to 
pull off a massive upset.

The encounter was a fierce 
battle from the first point to 
the last, with both sets head-
ing into tense tie-breaks. Gea 
handled the immense pressure 
with total calmness, edging 
out Shelton to claim his very 
first career victory against a 
top-ten opponent. Following 
the disappointing exit, Shel-
ton showed complete sports-
manship by openly admitting 
that his opponent simply out-
played him on the day.

Speaking to reporters after 
the match, Shelton pointed 

out that he arrived in China 
without enough time to prop-
erly adjust to the local condi-
tions and recover from jet lag. 
His recent schedule has been 
incredibly demanding, fol-
lowing a historic run to his 
first-ever Grand Slam final at 
the US Open. That heavy 
workload, combined with mi-
nor injuries and a taxing Da-
vis Cup journey, disrupted his 
usual preparation.

However, the American star 
made sure to give full credit 
to the young Frenchman. Gea 
neutralized one of Shelton's 
greatest weapons: his famous-
ly powerful left-handed serve. 
The winner consistently re-
turned deep balls right to the 
baseline, completely robbing 
Shelton of the easy points and 
aggressive baseline control he 
usually relies on.

Despite this unexpected stum-
ble, Shelton can still look back 
proudly on a fantastic season. 
He has already captured a ca-
reer-best four titles this year and 
remains in a strong position to 
qualify for the prestigious year-
end championships in Turin.

Iraola urges 
Liverpool to 

embrace tough 
fixtures

LIVERPOOL
 

The football world is buzzing 
with excitement as domestic 
leagues prepare to return fol-
lowing the recent international 
break. Liverpool manager An-
doni Iraola has delivered a 
powerful message to his squad, 
urging them to brace them-
selves for a punishing stretch of 
matches. With club football 
kicking back into gear, the Reds 
face a daunting mountain to 
climb, featuring nine high-
stakes fixtures packed tightly 
into just twenty-eight days 
across various top-tier compe-
titions. The immediate chal-
lenge for Liverpool is monu-
mental as they prepare to lock 
horns with table-toppers Man-
chester City at a roaring Anfield. 
City arrives in exceptional form, 
having won every single match 
they have played so far this sea-
son. For Iraola, this upcoming 
battle marks his very first en-
counter against City since taking 
charge of the Merseyside club.

Dasara sports meet winners to get 
higher cash prizes: Dr GP

CH NEWS, MYSURU
 

Deputy Chief Minister and 
Minister for Revenue and 
Youth Empowerment and 
Sports Dr. G. Parameshwara 
inaugurated the Dasara Sports 
Meet CM Cup-2026 at the 
Chamundi Vihar Indoor Sta-
dium in Mysuru as part of the 
historic Mysuru Dasara cele-
brations.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Parameshwara said that 
sports had received encour-
agement from rulers since the 
time of the Vijayanagara 
kings and the Mysuru royal 
family. In keeping with this 
tradition, the government 
would increase the cash prizes 
awarded to winners of the 
Dasara Sports Meet, he an-
nounced.

He said the government was 
extending greater encourage-
ment and support to sports. To 
recognise the achievements of 
Karnataka's sportspersons in 
international competitions, the 
government had announced 
cash awards of ₹1 crore for 
gold medallists, ₹75 lakh for 
silver medallists and ₹50 lakh 
for bronze medallists.

MLA Tanveer Sait said 
sportspersons training to par-
ticipate in national and inter-
national competitions should 
be provided with better facil-
ities at the district level. This 
would encourage more ath-
letes to participate in such 
events, he added.

Member of the Legislative 
Council Dr. K. Govindaraj 
said the government was en-
couraging sportspersons by 
increasing cash incentives for 
Asian Games medallists and 
providing two per cent reser-
vation in government employ-
ment. These measures would 
help prevent national and in-
ternational athletes from mi-
grating to other places in 
search of jobs, he said.

On the occasion, Asian 
Games gold medallist golfer 
Pranavi S. Urs and Common-
wealth Games medallist pa-
ra-athlete Shilpa K.S., who 
attended the event as special 
invitees, were felicitated.

Animal Husbandry Minister 
C. Puttarangashetty, MLAs D. 
Ravishankar and Anil Chikka-
madu, Sports Authority 
Vice-President Machayya, 
Youth Empowerment and 
Sports Department Principal 
Secretary Naveen Raj Singh, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  M . N . 
Anucheth, Deputy Commis-
sioner G. Lakshmikantha 
Reddy, Joint Director Jitendra 
Shetty and Assistant Director 
Bhaskar Nayak were among 
those present.


