
AHMEDABAD

In a major breakthrough, the 
Ahmedabad Cyber Crime Po-
lice have busted a six-member 
interstate cyber fraud gang 
that allegedly duped a city 
businessman of Rs 32.7 lakh 
through a fake export deal in-
volving a “homeopathic med-
icine” and later funnelled the 
money to a Nigerian cyber 
syndicate.

The accused, operating 
from multiple cities including 
Jamnagar, Mumbai, and Ben-
galuru, were caught after a 
meticulous digital and human 
intelligence operation led by 
senior officers of the Cyber 
Crime Unit.

The Ahmedabad Cyber 
Crime Police have exposed a 
sophisticated international 
scam, arresting six members 
of a gang that channelled 
money from Indian victims to 
a Nigerian cyber network 
through fake pharmaceutical 
export deals. The operation 
revealed a well-coordinated 
racket spread across Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, and Karnataka.

The case came to light 
when businessman Nihar Ver-

ma filed a complaint stating 
that he had been duped of Rs 
32.72 lakh by fraudsters pos-
ing as representatives of an 
African pharmaceutical com-
pany.

The gang had contacted 
him online, claiming they 
sought an Indian supplier for 
Eupatorium Mercola, a ho-

meopathic liquid used in Af-
rica for treating malaria and 
dengue.

The fraudsters lured Verma 
into believing he could earn 
huge profits by sourcing the 
product from a supposed Indi-
an vendor, Sharma Enterpris-
es Manufacturing, and resell-
ing it to the African buyer.

Initially, to gain his trust, 
the complainant was asked to 
purchase a sample worth Rs 
5.52 lakh, which was suppos-
edly verified by an African 
“lab scientist” in Delhi named 
Moshin Murray.

Convinced that the deal was 
legitimate, Verma proceeded 
with a larger order, transfer-
ring Rs 27 lakh as an advance 
to a bank account shared 
by the accused. 

However, when he person-
ally visited the claimed ad-
dress of Sharma Enterprises 
i n  B h i l w a r a ,  
Rajasthan, he discovered that 
no such company existed,  
exposing the elaborate  
online conspiracy.

Gujarat cybercrime unit dismantles pan-India racket 
CYBER FRAUD
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The Truth Speaks

Will get to the 
bottom of the 
case: PM Modi
PM speaks to HM on phone from Bhutan; death toll stands 

at 13; Pulwama doc believed to be occupant in car.

I came to Thimpu with a 
“heavy heart” in view of 

the incident in Delhi. 
Throughout last night,  
I was in touch with the 

probe agencies 
investigating the blast.

—Narendra Modi,  
Prime Minister

‘I wish to assure my 
fellow citizens that the 

country’s leading 
investigative agencies 
are conducting a swift 
and thorough inquiry 

into the incident,’. 
—Rajnath Singh,  
Defence Minister

Bhutan: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has said, the conspir-
ators behind the Delhi car blast 
will not be spared and the 
probe agencies investigating it 
will get to the bottom of the 
case and bring those responsi-
ble for it to justice. Addressing 
an event marking the 70th birth 
anniversary of Bhutan’s former 
king Jigme Singye Wangchuck, 
Prime Minister Modi said, he 
came to Thimpu with a “heavy 
heart” in view of the incident in 
Delhi. The PM said,  through-
out last night, he was in touch 
with the probe agencies.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday chaired a series 
of high-level security review 
meetings in the wake of the car 
blast incident in Delhi, directing 
officials to ensure that every 
individual involved is iden-
tified and brought to jus-
tice. Following the meet-
ings, sources confirmed 
that the investigation has 
been handed over to the Na-
tional Investigation Agency. 
The Union Home Ministry con-
firmed that the Home Minister 
held two back-to-back meetings 
with top security officials.

D e l h i  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  
Rekha Gupta on Tuesdayalso 
announced a compensation  
of Rs 5 lakh for those ren-

dered permanently dis-
abled and Rs 2 lakh for 

those who sustained 
serious injuries in 
the blast, which 
took place after a 
high-intensity explo-

sion ripped through a 
slow-moving car at a 

traffic signal near Gate No. 1 
of the Red Fort Metro station 
on Monday evening, officials 
said.

Union Home Minister  
Amit Shah on Tuesday 

chaired a high-level review 
meeting to assess the 
ongoing investigation 

 into the Delhi blast and 
multi-state searches. 

Reaffirming Prime  
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
commitment to justice, 

Shah directed officials to 
uncover the full conspiracy 
behind the attack and bring 
all culprits to book without 
delay. The Home Minister 

issued strict instructions for 
coordinated action  
and rapid progress  

in the probe.

1996  
Lajpat  

Nagar blast  
13 killed,
donxens 
injured  

in a busy  
market  

explosion.

1997  
Serial Blast  
Across City
Explosions hit 
Sardar Bazar, 

Karol Bagh, Rani 
Bagh, Chandini 

Chowk and a bus 
in Punjabi Bagh.

2000  
Red Fort 

Attack
Terrorists 

opened fire 
inside the 
complex, 

killing two 
people.

2001  
Parliament 

attack
9 security  

per sonnel and 
staff mem-

bers killed in a 
suicide assault 
on Parliament.

2005  
Diwali Eve 

Blast  
67 killed 

& over 200 
injured in Pa-

harganj. Saro-
jini Nagar and 

Govindpuri.

2008  
Serial Blasts 

20 killed
in coordinated 
explosions at 

Connaught 
Place, Karol 

Bagh &  
Greater Kailash.

2011 
Delhi High 

Court Blasts 
15 killed

and 79  
injured by 

a briefcase 
bomb outside 
the High Court.

2025 
Red Fort Metro 
Blast 13 killed

and 24 injured in 
a powerful ex-

plosion near the 
metro station 

-the first major 
strike in 14 years.

BLAST IN DELHI SINCE 1996

Uncover conspiracy 
behind blast, bring 

culprits to book: Shah

Bengaluru under 
security blanket 
Bengaluru: The police 

have stepped up security 
across key public spaces 

in Bengaluru following 
Monday’s bomb blast in 

Delhi. Anti-sabotage 
squads and bomb 

disposal units have been 
placed on standby to 

respond to any potential 
threat. Police 

Commissioner Seemanth 
Kumar Singh said that  

all police personnel, 
including senior officers, 
have been deployed on 
patrolling duty. “We will 

sanitise abandoned 
vehicles across the city. 

Nakabandi has been 
enforced on major roads.

Phase-II polls: Bihar records 67% turnout
PATNA

Bihar on Tuesday witnessed a 
record-breaking turnout of near-
ly 67 per cent in the second and 
final phase of polling, wrapping 
up a nearly month-long exercise 
that saw the ruling NDA defend 
its “sushasan” pitch against the 
opposition’s onslaught, promis-
ing “change”.

The results, which will be 
declared on November 14, will 
decide whether Nitish Kumar, 
the JD(U) president and the 
longest serving Chief Minister, 
secures yet another tenure or 
his former deputy Tejashwi 
Yadav, who has likened the 
20-year-old regime to a “rick-
ety old car” (khataara), takes 
the wheel.

Briefing reporters, Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO) Vinod 
Singh Gunjiyal said the state 
recorded 68.79 per cent voter 
turnout, provisionally, in the 
second and final phase of the 
assembly polls.

In both phases, the state reg-
istered a voter turnout of 66.90 
per cent, provisionally, which 
is 9.6 percentage points more 
than the last assembly polls, 
the CEO added.

In the 2020 as-
sembly polls, the 
state recorded a 
voter turnout of 
57.29 per cent.

The polling per-
centage across 122 
constituencies com-
prising 3.70 crore 
voters, which was higher than 
the “record” 65.09 turnout reg-
istered in the first phase on 
November 6, was likely to go 
up, as queues of voters were 
seen at many booths, officials 
said.

Kishanganj, the lone Mus-
lim-majority district in the 
state, recorded the highest 
polling percentage so far at 
76.26, followed by adjoining 

Katihar (75.23) and 
Purnea (73.79), 
Supaul (70.69) and 
Araria (67.79).

Most of the dis-
tricts are situated 
along the border 
with Nepal, many of 
them falling in the 

state’s north-eastern region of 
Kosi- Seemanchal, flood prone 
and with a high percentage of 
the minority community.

Turnout has also been high 
in south Bihar districts like 
Jamui (67.81 pc), Gaya (67.50 
pc) and Kaimur (67.22 pc). 
The lowest turnout (57.31 pc) 
was recorded in Nawada, the 
only district that did not touch 
the 60 per cent mark till 5 pm.

Election 2025
BIHAR

9 exit polls predict 
NDA sweep in Bihar
PATNA: As voting for 
the Bihar Assembly 
polls concluded on 
Tuesday, exit polls have 
predicted a return for 
the NDA’s alliance with 
a clear majority by se-
curing 130 to 160 seats. 
Mahagathbadhan, 
despite all its promis-
es to bring change to 
Bihar, may fall short 
with only 70 to 100 
seats. People Pulse poll 
survey said that NDA 
may get 133-159 seats, 
Mahagathbandhan will 
secure around 75-101 
seats, while Jan Suraaj 
may win 0-5 seats, and 
others may get 2-8 
seats. According to the 
Dainik Bhaskar poll, 
NDA may get 145-160 
seats, Mahagathband-
han may secure 73-91 
seats. 

‘The operation  
revealed a well-

coordinated racket 
spread across Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, and 
Karnataka’

QUICK READ
K100 cr for biomass-

based hydrogen pilots’
‘Sudan relief opss on  
brink of collapse’

NEW DELHI
Union Minister for New & 

Renewable Energy Shri 
Pralhad Joshi said that the 

National Green Hydrogen 
Mission (NGHM) is accel-
erating India’s clean ener-
gy shift and creating jobs, 

attracting investments, 
and positioning India as a 

global hub for green hy-
drogen. He was address-
ing the inaugural session 

of the 3rd International 
Conference on Green Hy-

drogen (ICGH 2025) at 
Bharat Mandapam, New 
Delhi, reaffirming India’s 

global leadership in 
clean-energy transition.

CAIRO
The U.N. migration agency 
warned on Tuesday that 
humanitarian efforts in Su-
dan’s war-torn North Darfur 
region might come to a 
complete halt unless im-
mediate funding and safe 
delivery of relief supplies 
are ensured. “Despite the 
rising need, humanitarian 
operations are now on the 
brink of collapse,” the Inter-
national Organization for Mi-
gration. It added: Warehous-
es are nearly empty, aid con-
voys face significant insecu-
rity, and access restrictions 
continue to prevent the de-
livery of sufficient aid.”

Suicide bombing 
in Islamabad 

kills 12, hurt 21
ISLAMABAD

At least 12 people were killed 
and 21 others sustained inju-
ries in a powerful suicide 
blast outside a court building 
in Islamabad on Tuesday, lo-
cal media reported, citing po-
lice sources.

The explosion occurred in a 
car parked near the court 
premises, causing chaos and 
panic in the area. According 
to officials, among the injured 
were petitioners and lawyers 
who were present for court 
proceedings. Following the 
blast, the court was immedi-
ately evacuated through the 
back exit, and all hearings 
were suspended for the day. 
Rescue teams and law en-
forcement officials rushed to 
the site, while Islamabad’s 
Deputy Inspector General 
(DIG), Chief Commissioner, 
and a forensic team began an 
investigation. 

The injured and deceased 
were shifted to the Pakistan 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(PIMS) hospital.

‘India to build immigration 
checkpoint near Gelephu’

THIMPU

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday announced 
that India will soon construct 
an integrated immigration 
checkpoint near the border 
town of Gelephu in Bhutan to 
further ease the movement of 
visitors and investors between 
the two countries.

Addressing a gathering at 
the Changlimithang Celebra-
tion Ground in Thim-
phu as part of his 
two-day state visit to 
the Himalayan nation, 
PM Modi said the 
move will strengthen 
connectivity and ease 
of movement between the two 
neighbouring nations.

“I’m making another im-
portant announcement from 
this platform today. In the 
near future, India will also be 
building an immigration 
checkpoint near Gelephu to 
further facilitate visitors and 
investors,” the Prime Minister 
said. PM Modi also an-
nounced the connection of 
Gelephu and Samtse to In-

dia’s vast railway network, 
noting that upon completion, 
this project will significantly 
improve access for Bhutanese 
industries and farmers to In-
dia’s large market. He added 
that in addition to rail and 
road connectivity, both coun-
tries are rapidly advancing 
border infrastructure.

Emphasising the deep-root-
ed partnership between India 
and Bhutan, PM Modi high-

lighted that the prog-
ress and prosperity of 
both countries are 
closely linked, noting 
India’s previous com-
mitment to providing 
Rs 10,000 crore for 

Bhutan’s Five-Year Plan.
According to the Indian 

Embassy in Thimphu, Rs 7,000 
crore of the announced Rs 
10,000 crore has been ear-
marked for Project Tied Assis-
tance (PTA) projects, Rs 1,000 
crore for High Impact Commu-
nity Development Projects 
(HICDP), Rs 1,500 crore for 
RGoB’s Economic Stimulus 
Programme (ESP) and Rs 500 
crore for Programme Grant.

PM: Came to Thimpu 
with a heavy heart

Every culprit will be 
hunted down: Shah

K10 lakh ex-gratia 
for kin of victims: CM

I came to Thimpu with a 
“heavy heart” in view of 

the incident in Delhi. 
Throughout last night,  
I was in touch with the 

probe agencies 
investigating the blast.

—Narendra Modi,  
Prime Minister

‘I wish to assure my 
fellow citizens that the 

country’s leading 
investigative agencies 
are conducting a swift 
and thorough inquiry 

into the incident,’. 
—Rajnath Singh,  
Defence Minister

Lahori Gate

Red Fort

Red Fort Metro Station

6.50pm local time 
explosive detonated 
when car stopped at 

traffic lights, near  
Delhi’s Red Fort

Helpline  
Numbers

LNJP Hospital (where most of the  
injured are admitted): 011-23233400, 

Emergency: 011-23239249

AIIMS Trauma Center: 011-26594405
Delhi Police Control Room:  

011-22910010 or 011-22910011

DELHI 
BLAST
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BENGALURU

Health Minister Dinesh Gun-
du Rao said that the stringent 
measures by the state govern-
ment has brought down the 
maternal mortality ratio 
(MMR) by 24%.

He told reporters that while 
a total of 483 maternal deaths 
were recorded from January to 
October of last year, 366 ma-
ternal deaths were recorded 
from January to October this 
year. This represents a 24% 
decrease in maternal deaths.

Every taluk hospital and ev-
ery well-functioning Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC) will 
provide Comprehensive 
Emergency Obstetric and 
Newborn Care (SEMC) ser-
vices 24 hours a day. Our spe-
cialist doctors have been 
placed in hospitals and emer-
gency care centres with high 
maternity burden in places 
where they are most needed, 
he said.

In the coming days, the ta-
luk hospital will have two gy-
necologists, a pediatrician, 
and an anesthesiologist each, 
and a radiologist, and delivery 
facilities will be available 24 
hours a day. In this context, 
he said, a specialist doctor 
and two staff nurses from the 
CHC, which handles less than 
30 deliveries per month, will 

be transferred to the taluk 
hospital.

We will continue to have 
one gynecologist, anesthesiol-
ogist and pediatrician each in 
CHCs with more than 30 de-
liveries. Two MBBS doctors 
will be filled in the place of 
specialist doctors in the com-
munity health center. He ex-
plained that spontaneous 
abortions can be done in the 
community health center it-
self, and pediatricians will be 
continued.

Under the Compulsory 
Medical Services Scheme, 
125 super specialty posts are 
being created to provide ad-
vanced healthcare facilities 
and manage complications. 
Out of these, cardiologists, 
neurologists, nephrologists, 
oncologists, gastroenterolo-
gists, pulmonologists, geria-
tricians and critical care spe-
cialists will be appointed to 
address the shortage of spe-
cialist doctors in district hos-
pitals, he said.

Super-specialists will be 
posted in 15 district hospitals. 

Additional posts of 104 ra-
diologists and 23 doctors will 
be created. Specialists from 
200 underperforming CHCs 
will be redeployed to more 
functional hospitals, he said.

By providing more doctor 
services in taluk hospitals, the 
number of people going to 
private hospitals or district 
hospitals will decrease. There 
is no need for stop nurses in 
PHCs with zero births. They 
will be shifted to PHCs with 
more births. There is a need to 
improve our efficiency. If we 
make proper use of our hu-
man resources, we can de-
mand the appointment of ad-
ditional doctors from the Fi-
nance Department, he said.

Many doctors are sitting 
without work. They are being 
paid lakhs of rupees in salary. 
192 posts have been sanc-
tioned but are vacant. We 
have made a new attendance 
system in government hospi-
tals. Already about 95 percent 
of the staff have registered for 
the mobile biometric atten-
dance system. 

BENGALURU

A corporate payment almost 
vanished into a cyber-crimi-
nals' maze when fraudsters 
hacked an email trail and di-
verted a whopping Rs 2.2 
crore meant for a business 
transaction. 

However, a swift and time-
ly action by the victim on the 
national cybercrime helpline 
(1930) helped Bengaluru po-
lice foil the digital heist.
Sleuths from Central Crime 
Branch (CCB) will head to 
Madhya Pradesh in search of 
the cybercriminals who al-
legedly siphoned off the funds 
from a Hyderabad-based 
pharmaceutical company.Po-
lice were able to trace the 
money to a bank account in 
Madhya Pradesh, which has 
since been frozen.

The complaint, filed by Ma-

hesh Babu K from Rajaji-
nagar, north Bengaluru, said 
Group Pharmaceuticals, a city-
based company, was engaged 
in business with Dr Reddy's 
Laboratories, Hyderabad. 

"Group Pharmaceuticals 
had supplied goods to Dr 
Reddy's Laboratories and was 
expecting a payment of al-
most Rs 2.2 crore. However, 
on Nov 3, hackers allegedly 
gained unauthorised access to 
the email communication be-
tween the companies and sent 
fraudulent emails to Dr Red-
dy's finance team, imperson-
ating Group Pharmaceuticals 
officials and providing fake 
bank account details.

Consequently, Dr Reddy's 
transferred the money on Nov 
4 to the fraudulent account, 

the complaint stated. In a 
statement, Dr Reddy's Labo-
ratories clarified, the incident 
involved impersonation of a 
vendor's email address with 
the intent to redirect a legiti-
mate payment. With timely 
detection and swift action by 
our teams and banking part-
ners, the funds have been fro-
zen, and there has been no 
financial loss to the company 
or the vendor.

As an example of how this 
fraud took place, the CCB has 
cited a land case belonging to 
one Mukunda. Mukunda's fa-
ther Nagaraj Shetty had 
forged documents and illegal-
ly executed a sale deed. He 
had falsely claimed to be the 
son of Nagaraj Shetty. How-
ever, in reality, Nagaraj Shetty 
is the son of NY Ganesh. 
There was no son of that 
name.  

Residents-GBA collab makes footpath better
BENGALURU

A major blackspot on Cooke 
Town’s Davis Road has been 
transformed into a clean, 
walkable footpath following a 
cleanliness drive organised by 
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration (BNCC) over the week-
end.

Residents said the 100-me-
tre stretch, located at the Da-
vis Road-Hennur Main Road 
Junction in the Sarvagnanagar 

Assembly constituency, had 
been used as a dumping site 
for garbage and construction 
debris for nearly two years.

The drive, conducted in 
collaboration with the Cooke 
Town Residents’ Association 

(CTRA), saw civic workers 
and Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) personnel clear 
waste, repaint compound 
walls, and restore the footpath 
for pedestrian use. The make-
over has not only improved 
walkability but also removed 
a long-standing eyesore from 
the neighbourhood. 

The Sarvagnanagar team 
earned the first prize of Rs 1 
lakh announced by BNCC for 
the best-performing team as 

part of the initiative. This is a 
proud moment for Cooke 
Town and a shining example 
of effective collaboration be-
tween residents and civic au-
thorities, said Mathew Ver-
ghese, Secretary of CTRA. In 
a statement, the association 
said, CTRA is very happy and 
proud to be part of this exer-
cise. We hope to see more 
such clean-up drives and con-
tinued collaboration going 
forward.

PATH CLEARED

QUICK READ
Suspicious bag found 

in Bengaluru after 
Delhi incident 

Sub-registrar 
create fake son, loot 

property

Protest to save JP 
Nagar Park in 

Bengaluru

Bengaluru
A suspicious bag was 
found at KSRTC Bus 

Stand in Majestic Termi-
nal-2 after a car blast 

near the Red Fort in Delhi. 
The owner of the bag, 
which had been in the 
same place for the last 

two hours, had gone 
missing for some time. 

However, according to the 
officials, it was a bag that 
was left behind by a pas-
senger and there was no 
need to panic. The police 
are currently searching for 

the owner of the bag.

Bengaluru
The CCB police have ar-
rested Naveen and BTM 

Layout Sub-Registrar 
Roopa in connection with 
the fraudulent registration 
of land worth crores of ru-

pees by forging docu-
ments.Naveen, the main 

accused in the multi-crore 
fraud in the name of 

Navayuga Property, has 
been arrested in another 
state. Roopa, a Sub-Reg-
istrar of BTM Layout, has 
been arrested by the CCB 
police for allegedly help-

ing in illegal registration of 
land worth hundreds of 

crores. The massive fraud 
pertains to acres of land 

near Begur.

Bengaluru
Residents of JP Nagar on 
Monday staged a protest 

demanding the protection 
of a park at the 17th Cross 
Road. It is alleged that a 
borewell was dug in the 
middle of the road adja-
cent to the park. Jayana-

gar MLA СК Ramamurthy’s 
supporters dug a borewell 
in the middle of the road 
and pumped the water 
into the park. Residents 
alleged that they were 
trying to construct the 

plant and provide it to the 
locals. This is the only 
park where the elderly 

can walk and children can 
play. Locals are appre-

hensive that they will be 
in dire straits if it is con-
verted into a unit. Locals 

are angry that this is being 
done to impress someone 
and have demanded that 
the attempt be stopped 

immediately.

RERA to BDA: No exemption, 
register NPKL Project    

The BDA had argued that it was a statutory authority, not a real estate 
promoter, and therefore should be exempt from RERA regulations

BENGALURU

Rejecting the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority’s (BDA) 
plea to stay outside its juris-
diction, the Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority (RERA) has 
directed the BDA to register 
the Nadaprabhu Kempegowda 
Layout (NPKL) Project under 
its purview. 

The order came in response 
to a petition filed over the de-
lay in developing the layout.

The BDA had argued that it 
was a statutory authority, not 
a real estate promoter, and 
therefore should be exempt 
from RERA regulations. 

RERA, however, ruled that 
under Section 2(zk)(iii) of the 
RERA Act, any development 
authority or public body that 
constructs or develops land or 

buildings for sale to the pub-
lic qualifies as a “promoter”. 
It further stated that the 
RERA Act has an overriding 
effect on other laws.

While the BDA Act, 1976, 
governs planning and land de-
velopment, RERA is a later 
and special enactment meant 
to regulate real estate projects 
and protect homebuyers. It 
does not interfere with the 
planning powers, but regulates 

transactions involving devel-
opment and sale to allottees.

Therefore, the contention 
that RERA interferes with 
planning powers is misplaced. 
Thus, to the extent of devel-
opment, sale and delivery of 
plots, RERA has an overrid-
ing effect, the order said.

Dismissing the BDA’s 
claim that its projects were 
government welfare schemes 
rather than profit-oriented 
ventures, RERA said the pur-
pose of the project, profit or 
not was irrelevant. Even 
non-profit promoters come 
under RERA if they sell real 
estate, the authority noted.

The BDA’s reliance on be-
ing a ‘Welfare Authority’ is 
misleading. The fact that 
BDA undertakes welfare 
schemes or subsidised allot-

ments does not exempt it 
from statutory compliance 
when it sells plots. RERA en-
sures transparency, account-
ability, and time-bound devel-
opment, the order stated.

‘Register and 
furnish all details’ 

Directing compliance, 
RERA instructed the 
BDA to register the 
NPKL Project and 

furnish details such as 
layout approvals, sanc-
tioned plans, develop-
ment status, financial 
disclosures, and other 

relevant project
 documents.

Speed up sterilisation of 
street dogs: BWCC chief 

BENGALURU

Bengaluru West City Cor-
poration (BWCC) Com-
missioner Dr KV Rajendra 
has directed officials to 
expedite the sterilization 
of street dogs within their 
limits.

While reviewing a 
meeting on the progress of 
Animal Husbandry De-
partment’s programmes 
and their compliance with 
the Supreme Court direc-
tives on stray dog man-
agement, he stressed the 
need for effective imple-
mentation of such initia-
tives.

The chief veterinary of-
ficer informed the meeting 
that there are 63,340 com-
munity dogs in the BWCC 
limits. Two ABC–ARV 
(Animal Birth Control and 

Anti-Rabies Vaccination) 
centers (one per zone) 
have a combined capacity 
of 171 kennels. These cen-
ters, operated by two ser-
vice providers, have so far 
conducted 4,068 steriliza-
tion surgeries and admin-
istered 27,581 ARV and 
CV vaccines on strays.

In reply, Rajendra said 
the department is func-
tioning commendably 
with the available infra-
structure. However, mea-
sures need to be taken to 
enhance operational effi-
ciency and ensure compli-
ance with Animal Welfare 
Board of India (AWBI) 
standards and SC guide-
lines.

There is sufficient stock 
of ARV vaccines with the 
corporation to meet public 
requirements, he added.

Key directions
n �Take steps to accelerate the 

progress of sterilization pro-
grammes.

n �Recommend to the AWBI to 
simplify regulations in the 
ABC–ARV tender process to 
enable participation of more 
service providers.

n �Encourage adoption drives for 
dogs housed in long-term care 
facilities.

n �Identify and designate specific 
locations for dog feeding.

n �Conduct public awareness 
programmes to bring all 
departmental initiatives to the 
notice of citizens. feeding.

n �Ensure that pending payments 
related to ABC–ARV pro-
grammes are cleared promptly.

‘Make wards filth-free 
and lift Star Ratings’

Bengaluru West City Cor-
poration (BWCC) Commis-
sioner Dr KV Rajendra has 
instructed officials to con-
duct an intensive cleanli-
ness drive across major 
roads, markets, and residen-
tial areas under the corpora-
tion limits. 

Garbage piles and black-
spots (waste dumping ar-
eas) must be cleared imme-
diately. Special attention 
should be given to main-
taining cleanliness and hy-
giene around Indira Can-
teens. Pourakarmikas and 
Junior Health Inspectors 
(JHIs) should take active 
participation in the drive to 
ensure effective supervision 
at the division level.

All accumulated waste 
and debris collected in trac-
tors must be cleared within 

a week, and ward-wise 
progress reports should be 
submitted to the Commis-
sioner’s office, he said.

To ensure sustained 
cleanliness across city, a 
‘Ward Swachcha Sarvek-
shan Ranking’ initiative 
will be implemented every 
month. Wards will be 
awarded ‘Star Ratings’ 
based on their cleanliness 
standards and operational 
efficiency.

Additional Commissioner 
Digvijay Bodke, Joint 
Commissioners Sangappa 
and Arathi Anand, Chief 
Veterinary Officer Dr Ven-
katesh, representatives from 
the Bangalore Solid Waste 
Management  Limi ted 
(BMSWML), and other se-
nior officials attended the 
meeting.

‘Settle issues 
through 

coordination’
BENGALURU

BWCC Commissioner Dr KV Ra-
jendra instructed officials to 
promptly resolve the issues at 
Chokkasandra Lake and the ad-
joining park through effective in-
ter-departmental coordination.

During his visit to the Chok-
kasandra Lake, the park, and sur-
rounding areas to review the situ-
ation, he interacted with locals and 
listened to their grievances. He 
directed BWSSB and the City 
Corporation officials to coordinate 
closely and resolve the problems 
without delay. He also visited the 
mustering point and reviewed the 
attendance of auto tippers and 
pourakarmikas. He also paid visit 
to the Indira Canteen, interacted 
with the public, and inspected the 
quality and hygiene of the food. 

At TVS Cross, he inspected the 
ongoing white-topping roadwork. 

24% drop in MMR due to state 
govt’s inflexible steps: Min 

Pharma firm caught in ₹ 2.2-cr cyber fraud 2 held for 
stealing 1,300 
grams of gold 

BENGALURU

Police have arrested two men 
who allegedly stole 1,300 
grams of gold worth Rs 1.6 
crore by selling it and prom-
ising to pay for it. 

The arrested have been 
identified as Zeeran Sakaria 
and Rajendra Sakaria.  

A few months 
ago, the accused 
were introduced to 
B Harshit. After that, they 
took 1300 grams of gold bars 
worth Rs 1.60 crore from the 
woman and said that they 
would sell them. After receiv-
ing the gold, they did not pay 
for it even after three months. 
Due to this, the woman filed 
a complaint at the Ulsoor 
Gate police station.

DST wants deeptech 
startup funds raised 

BENGALURU

Abhay Karandikar, Secretary 
at the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), said 
that currently only about 10 
percent of startup funding in 
India is directed towards 
deeptech ventures. 

The Department of Science 
and Technology has recently 
set up a Rs 1 lakh crore R&D 
and Innovation (RDI) fund to 
provide patient capital to 
deep-tech startups working on 
frontier technologies such as 
quantum computing, ad-
vanced communications, AI, 
robotics, and drones. The 
RDI fund is intended to ad-
dress this gap by providing 
support that could encourage 
private and venture capital 
investment, with the goal of 
raising the share of deepTech 
funding to 30–50 percent 
over the next five years. Pri-
vate and venture capital in-
vestments in the last decade 
have been limited to deep 
tech because the payoff cycle 
is longer and risks are higher. 
The RDI fund will bridge 
that gap and help innovators 
build products of global stan-
dards, Karandikar told.

The fund is expected to be-
come operational within the 
next two months. We believe 
that once the govt mitigates 
the initial risks, venture cap-
ital will follow. That's what 
happened in the broader 
startup ecosystem over the 

last decade, Karandikar add-
ed. 

India is positioning itself to 
take an early lead in setting 
global 6G standards and de-
veloping indigenous technol-
ogies, a shift from its late 
entry into the 5G ecosystem, 
according to a senior official 
at the Department of Tele-
communications. Unlike 
5G,where India joined the 
process after many standards 
were already frozen, the 
country is now contributing 
to 6G specifications right 
from the beginning, he said. 
We expect that in terms of 
standards-essential patents 
and IPRs, India has the po-
tential to contribute in a very 
significant way. The govern-
ment's Bharat 6G Alliance, 
which brings together aca-
demia, startups, and private 
sector players, is driving ear-
ly-stage work on 6G technol-
ogies. India's 6G vision, 
aligned with the International 
Telecommunication Union's 
(ITU) International Mobile 
Technology (IMT)-2030 
framework, envisages an inte-
grated communication eco-
system connecting terrestrial, 
satellite, and aerial networks 
with embedded AI and sens-
ing capabilities. The 6G roll-
out will require a complete 
infrastructure upgrade, from 
base stations to devices, 
Karandikar said, adding that 
standards are expected to be 
finalised by 2030.

We will continue to have one gynecologist, 
anesthesiologist and pediatrician each in CHCs with more 

than 30 deliveries
—Dinesh Gundu Rao, Health Minister
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Govt putting greater stress on edu for minori-ties: Khan
BENGALURU

The Congress government in 
the state is giving greater em-
phasis to the education of 
children belonging to minori-
ty communities, said Minister 
Zameer Ahmed Khan.

Inaugurating the National 
Teachers’ Day celebrations at 
Devaraj Urs Bhavan, he said 
that 65 to 70% of the depart-
ment’s budget is being uti-
lized for education purposes.

He explained that the depart-
ment is providing quality edu-
cation, uniforms, shoes, and 
basic infrastructure in schools 
and hostels under its purview 
so that children can pur-sue 
their studies comfortably.

Today’s students are the fu-
ture of our nation. The depart-
ment has prepared an action 

plan to provide them education, 
vocational training, and employ-
ment opportunities, he added.

Recalling that Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, the first 
Education Minister of inde-
pendent India, was a vision-
ary, he said, as we celebrate 
his birth anniversary as Na-
tional Edu-cation Day, we 

must all strive to fulfill his 
dream. Providing quality ed-
ucation and effec-tive teach-
ing is the true tribute we can 
offer him. Teachers have a 
major role to play in this.

He further stated that in 
2023, around 1.20 lakh stu-
dents were studying in 
schools and residential 

schools under the department. 
That number has now in-
creased to 2.30 lakh, and the 
target is to raise it to 3.55 lakh 
in the next two years.

Students pursuing MBBS 
are being given scholarships 
up to Rs 5 lakh, benefiting 
1,605 students this year. 
Coaching for IAS, IPS, and 
KAS examinations is being 
pro-vided at Haj Bhavan, and 
among 400 candidates trained 
last year, 109 have secured 
jobs, he said.

Minister Madhu Bangarap-
pa, Chief Minister’s Political 
Secretary Naseer Ahmed, 
Guar-antee Implementation 
Committee Vice-President 
Mehroze Khan, MLA Rizwan 
Arshad, and KMDC Chair-
man Altaf Khan were present 
on the occasion.

KNOWLEDGE IS WEALTH 

QUICK READ
Get training

 for competitive 
exams

Bengaluru
State Brahmin Develop-
ment Board has invited 

online applications from 
Brahmin com-munity can-
didates to get training for 
administrative civil servic-

es such as IAS or KAS 
competitive examinations 
under the Chanakya Ad-

ministrative Training 
Scheme for the year 

2025-26. The candidate 
will be admitted to the 

competitive examinations 
in the year 2025-26 and 
the fee will be refunded 
directly to the students 
through Direct De-posit 

(DBT) up to a maximum 
of Rs 1.00 lakh. Interested 

candidates can submit 
their applications on the 

website https://ksbdb.co.
in/Ias or by scanning the 
QR code by 5.00 pm on 
December 15, the State 
Brahmin Development 

Board said in a statement.

Min to flag off new 
B’luru-Davanagere 

Flybus today
BENGALURU

Here is a good news for fre-
quent travelers on Bengalu-
ru-Davangere route. Trans-
port and Muzrai Minister 
Ramalinga Reddy will flag 
off a new direct Flybus ser-
vice between the Kempe-
gowda International Airport 
(KIA), Bengaluru, and Da-
vanagere on November 12. 

The inaugural ceremony 
will be held at KIA Termi-
nal-2 at 10:30 am. Food, 
Civil Supplies and Consum-
er Affairs Minister KH Mu-
niyappa will preside over 
the function.

The initiative is part of the 
Karnataka State Road Trans-
port Corporation’s (KSRTC) 
continued efforts to ensure 
enhanced and comfortable 
transport services to passen-
gers. The KSRTC will pro-
vide a complimentary light 
snack kit of state-owned 
Nandini products for those 
travel on these Flybuses.

KSRTC chairman and 
Gubbi  MLA, Chikka-
bal lapur  MP,  KSRTC 
Vice-Chairman, Transport 
De-partment secretary, KS-
RTC Managing Director, 
and other dignitaries will be 
present.

BMTC launches temple tour 
package from Majestic 

BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation 
(BMTC) has introduced a new tour package covering vari-
ous temples in the city on weekends and public holidays.  

The service starts at the Kempegowda Bus Station (Ma-
jestic) at 8.30 am and ends at the same place at 7.45 pm. It 
covers Sri Nageshwara Temple, Begur; Sri Kote Thim-
maraya Temple, Bettadasanapura; Sri Madduramma Temple, 
Huskur;  Sri  Varadara-jaswamy Chowdeshwari , 
Narayanaghatta; Sri Sushil Dham-Jain Temple, Guddatti 
Gate; Sri Bhoo Varaha Swamy Temple, Mugalur; Chikktir-
upati; Sri Shaneshwara Swamy Temple, Gunjur; and Sri 
Jaganatha Temple, Agara.  

The fare is Rs 550 per adult and Rs 400 per child. For 
details, visit www.mybmtc.com or www.ksrtc.in, said a 
press release. 

Koti Vruksha Abhiyana boosts green 
cover from 0.17% to 2.4%: Min 

A special government grant was also secured in 2016 to support the programme
BENGALURU

Under the ‘Koti Vruksha 
Abhiyana’ in Vijayapura, over 
1.5 crore saplings have been 
planted in the past nine years. 
By 2030, an additional 3.5 
crore saplings will be plant-
ed, taking the total to five 
crore, said District In-charge 
Minister MB Patil, who 
spear-headed the initiative.

Addressing the media in 
Vidhana Soudha after releas-
ing the poster, T-shirt, and 
medal for ‘Vrukshathon 2025’ 
on Tuesday, the Minister 
highlighted the remarkable 
progress achieved through the 
initiative.

Back in 2016, the district 
had a mere 0.17% forest cov-
er. That year, the ‘Koti Vruk-
sha Abhiyana’ was launched 
by the district administration, 
in collaboration with several 
or-ganisations and the BLDE 
Association, on a non-parti-
san basis. As a result, the 
green cover has now expand-
ed to 2.4%. Vijayapura has 
also secured the third posi-
tion in the country for air 
quality. The groundwater 
level has improved, soil fer-
tility has increased, and re-
forestation efforts have 
gained momentum. Addition-
ally, the average tempera-ture 
has dropped by 0.5°C, while 

annual rainfall has risen from 
550 mm to about 650 mm, he 
explained.

‘Krishna Bhagya  
Jala Nigam’
Through the ‘Krishna Bhagya 
Jala Nigam’, 10 lakh saplings 
were distributed each year for 
the first five years under the 
CSR fund. Farmers received 
saplings of their choice free 
of cost, the Minister said. 

A special government grant 
was also secured in 2016 to 
support the programme. The 
initiative will continue over 
the next 5–10 years, with the 
aim of achieving the five-crore 
planting target availing such 
facilities. The number of rainy 
days in the district has also in-

creased from 20–30 to nearly 
40 days a year, he added.

The Koti Vruksha Abhiyana 
has played a major role in en-
hancing biodiversity in Vi-
ja-yapura, with over 180 spe-
cies of trees planted so far. 
These saplings are maintained 
using drip irrigation and so-
lar-powered water systems. 
Around one lakh saplings 
have been planted around 
Bhuthanala lake, which sup-
plies water to Vijayapura city, 
the minister said. 

Green belt around  
Mamadapura lake area
Similarly, a green belt has 
been developed around the 
Mamadapura lake area, where 
1.27 lakh saplings have been 

planted across 1,600 acres, 
with another 20,000 to be 
added soon. Minister Patil 
noted that this initiative has 
become a model for other dis-
tricts to emulate.

Several innovative practices 
have been introduced under 
the Koti Vruksha Abhiyana, 
including planting a sapling 
on one’s birthday, Vruksha 
Bandhan on Raksha Bandhan, 
the April Cool campaign, and 
presenting saplings as gifts at 
social func-tions. 

Campaign coordinator 
Murugesh Pattana Shetty and 
office-bearers Veerendra Gu-
chchatti, Dr Raju Yalagonde, 
Somu Math Guruji, and 
Nandeesh Hundekar were 
present on the occasion.  

Vrukshathon 2025 in 
Vijayapura on Dec 7

 The Vrukshathon 2025 
run will be held at Vijay-
apura district headquar-

ters on Decem-ber 7, with 
over 15,000 participants 
expected to take part in 

it, said the Minister.  Stu-
dents, police personnel, 
army staff, members of 

the Vijayapura Cycling 
Group, the For-est Depart-

ment, and more than 50 
organisations will actively 

participate. A total prize 
amount of Rs 10 lakh has 

been announced. The 
event features 5 km, 10 

km, and 21 km runs, open 
to participants of all age 

groups. Interested individ-
uals can register at www.

vrukhothon.co.in, said Pa-
til. This year’s Vrukshathon 
route has been designed to 

cover Vijayapura’s promi-
nent heritage landmarks, 

including Gol Gumbaz, 
Gagan Ma-hal, Sundar-

reshwara Temple, Sainik 
School, Narasimha Swamy 

Temple, Siddheshwara 
Temple, Ibrahim Roza, and 

Bara Kaman, he added.

Royal hospitality to terrorists in 
jail a Cong-sponsored act: Ashoka
BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R Ashoka 
expressed outrage, alleging 
that the Congress gov-
ern-ment, which is appeasing 
terrorists, is providing them 
with luxurious facil-
ities in jail.

Speaking to media 
persons after a pro-
t e s t  n e a r  R a c e 
Course Road, he said 
that royal hospitality 
is being extended to 
terrorists who aim to divide 
the country and kill Hindus. 
When the cooker bomb blast 
occurred, they called them 
'brother.' They even served 
bi-ryani to those who shouted 
'Pakistan Zindabad.' The Con-
gress is indirectly supporting 
terrorists. Despite spending 5 

crore rupees to install hun-
dreds of CCTV cameras in the 
jail, they have been turned 
off. He questioned how all the 
cameras could be switched off 
at the same time.

Bombs, meat, ganja, and 
mobiles are entering 
the jail without detec-
t ion.  I t  goes un-
no-ticed that prisoners 
are watching item 
songs on TV. The in-
t e l l i g e n c e  t e a m 
doesn't get any infor-

mation. Prisoners are using 
mobiles to blackmail and earn 
money from it. Po-lice are co-
operating in this. The Con-
gress government has set ter-
rorists free. Just like guaran-
tees, royal hospitality in jail is 
being provided for free, he 
said.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has not sought any re-
port related to the jail in the 
last two years. 

He went to the Supreme 
Court over actor Darshan's 
smoking incident. But let him 
explain what kind of strict ac-
tion he will take against ter-
rorists.  This is a Con-
gress-sponsored act. Due to a 
soft stance towards Muslims, 
all this is happening. This has 
brought a bad name to the en-
tire Karnataka. Even Bihar 
doesn't have such a situation, 
he said.

Everyone is busy in the tus-
sle for the Chief Minister's 
post. In the midst of this, 
Home  Min i s t e r  Dr  G 
Parameshwara is doing noth-
ing. The police department 
has become in-active, he said.

President and Vice 
President elected 

BENGALURU

The election of the president 
and vice-president of the 
Ramohalli Primary Agricul-
tural Cooperative Society was 
held here on Tuesday. B Ja-
yaram and KH Thimmegow-
da were elected unopposed 
as the new president and 
vice-president respectively.

HB Lokesh, inspector of 
Cooperative Societies, who 
acted as the Returning Offi-
cer in the election process of 
the Society, which consists 
of 13 directors, announced 
the elec-tion results.

B Jayaram, accepting the 
felicitation by the directors 
and the locals, assured of 
working hard for the all-

round development of the 
society and the farmers. 

“Till now the cooperative 
society has provided good 
service to the farmers and 
provided crop loans to the 
farmers and loan facilities to 
the Women's Self-Help As-
sociation,” he said.

Thimmegowda said that 
the government will work 
hard to adequately provide 
the coop-erative society 
shareholders with the culti-
vation land, facilities and 
projects.

Former president V Venu-
gopal, Ramohalli Gram Pan-
chayat president Mahesh. 
Che-than, G Ravikumar, 
Ashok Ramasandra, Manju-
nath and others were present.

Foreigner held with 537 grams of 
MDMA crystals worth ₹ 1.07 crore

BENGALURU

The officers and staff of Ava-
lahalli Police Station re-
ceived credible information 
from an informant that a for-
eign national residing in a 
house near Kammasandra 
Circle, within the station lim-
its, was selling banned nar-
cotic substance MDMA crys-
tals to his known associates 
and earning money through 
illegal means.

Acting on this information, 
the police team rushed to the 
location, con-ducted a raid, 

and apprehended the foreign 
national.Upon interrogation, 
the accused confessed that he 
had been purchasing MDMA 
crystals at a lower price from 
unknown persons and selling 
them at a higher price for 
profit.

During the operation, the 
police seized 537 grams of 
MDMA crystals of various 
colors from the possession of 
the accused. The total value 
of the seized contraband is 
Rs 1,07,40,000. A case has 
been registered under the 
NDPS Act and the Foreigners 

Act at Avalahalli Police Sta-
tion. The accused was pro-
duced before the Court, 
which has remanded him to 
judicial custody.

This successful operation 
was conducted under the 
guidance of K Pa-rashuram, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police and Reena Suvarna, 
Assis-tant Commissioner of 
Police, Whitefield Sub-Divi-
sion, by Ramakrishnareddy, 
Police Inspector, Avalahalli 
Police Station, along with 
other of-ficers and staff 
members. 

Prison mobile scandal: Another FIR 
if neces-sary, says top cop 

BENGALURU 

An FIR has been registered in 
the viral video case of special 
hospitality being shown to 
some prisoners in Parappana 
Agrahara Jail in Bengaluru. 
An actor has been sum-moned 
for questioning and another 
FIR will be registered if nec-
essary, said City Police Com-
missioner Seemant Kumar 
Singh.

Videos of Juhab Shakeel 
Manna, an ISIS terrorist re-
cruiter; serial killer Umesh 

Reddy, and gold smuggling 
accused Tarun Raj, were al-
legedly found using mobile 
phones inside the jail in a re-

cent viral video.
On suspicion of making the 

videos viral, actor Dhanveer, 
a close friend of Darshan 
Thugudeepa, was questioned 
by the CCB police. No such 
videos were apparently found 
on Dhanveer's mobile phone.

Two officers have been ar-
rested in the Parappana Agra-
hara Central Jail inmates' spe-
cial hospitality case. Jail Su-
perintendent Mageri and As-
sistant Superintendent Ashok 
Bhajantri have been suspend-
ed, he added. 

The case must be handled on priority which will enable the Police 
Department to gain confidence of public

‘High-powered panel formed for probe’
Similarly, Home Minister Dr 
G Parameshwara had issued 
an important order on Mon-
day transferring the Chief Su-
perintendent of Jail K Suresh.

A high-powered committee 
has also been formed to in-
vestigate the case. After the 
re-port comes, the guilty offi-
cers will be dismissed or sus-
pended from service. The 
Home Minister had informed 
that for the first time, an 
IPS-level officer will be ap-
pointed to manage the Parap-

pana Agrahara Central Jail.
A high-powered committee 

has been formed under the 
leadership of ADGP (Law and 
Order) R Hitendra to review 
the activities in all the jails in 
the state. IPS officers Sandeep 
Patil, Amarnath Reddy, and 
CB Rishyanth and SPs and 
DCs of the respec-tive dis-
tricts will be part of the com-
mittee.

CCTVs have already been 
installed in all the jails in the 
state, and within 15 days, a 

technical audit will be con-
ducted and arrangements will 
be made to make all those 
CCTV footage available for 
viewing in the Prisons De-
partment, the Home Minister 
had said.

Saying senior police offi-
cers should visit prisons at 
least once a month, the Home 
Min-ister had instructed the 
officers that if such incidents 
recur, the prison superinten-
dent himself would be held 
responsible.

Who are those 
peace messengers 

who use RDX: 
Ravi asks CM

BENGALURU

“Who are the people who use 
RDX explosives and collect it. 
The Chief Minister should tell 
which religion of peace they 
belong to,” BJP former Na-
tional General Secretary and 
MLC CT Ravi has challenged. 
He said that the Chief Minister 
had recently said that Islam 
means peace in a meeting. 
Let's accept that. Dr Ahmed 
Mohiuddin Sayeed is not a 
doctor who saves lives. He 
was a person who was prepar-
ing for mass genocide. He 
asked which religion of peace 
he belonged to. An-other Syed 
Mohammed Suhail and Azad 
questioned which religion of 
peace they be-longed to.

RDX has been found across 
the country. Which peace en-
voy sent it. He demanded that 
the Chief Minister should get 
a report on this from the Intel-
ligence Bureau. Didn't you 
give a mobile phone to anoth-
er terrorist in the jail here. 
Which peace envoy is he. He 
asked whether he gave a mo-
bile phone in the Parappana 
Agrahara jail in Karna-taka to 
help him carry out bomb 
blasts across the country. 
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Shreeram Women’s Food Security SHG receives state award
CHITRADURGA

 
The Shreeram Women’s Food 
S e c u r i t y  S e l f  H e l p 
Group(SHG), operating under 
the Jhansirani Sanjeevini 
Women’s Gram Panchayat 
Union in V.V. Pura village of 
Hiriyuru Taluk, has been hon-
ored with a state-level award 
for outstanding performance in 
women’s empowerment, entre-
preneurship, and livelihood 
development.

The recognition was pre-
sented by the Department of 
Skill Development, Entrepre-
neurship, and Livelihood, 
during the Bengaluru Skill 

Summit 2025, a three-day 
event held at Lalit Ashok Ho-
tel, Bengaluru. The award was 
conferred in the presence of 
Sharana Prakash Patil, Minis-
ter of Skill Development, En-
trepreneurship, Livelihood, 
and Medical Education, along 
with other dignitaries.

Under the National Rural 

Livelihood Mission (NRLM) 
and National Urban Liveli-
hood Mission (NULM), mem-
bers of self-help groups from 
eight districts of Karnataka 
were selected for exceptional 
achievements in skill develop-
ment and entrepreneurship. 
Shreeram Self-Help Group 
was recognized for its exem-

plary work in empowering 
women and improving liveli-
hoods, earning the state’s top 
honor for self-help groups.

At the district level, the 
award-winning group mem-
bers were felicitated by Dr. S. 
Akash, Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the District Panchayat, 
who congratulated them and 
encouraged further achieve-
ments. The ceremony was 
also attended by Dr. R. Ran-
ganath, Deputy Secretary of 
the District Panchayat; Proj-
ect Director Jayalakshmi; 
Chief Project Officer Gayatri; 
NRLM district staff; and 
members of various self-help 

groups. SHG can significantly 
empower women by provid-
ing them with a platform for 
financial independence, skill 
development, and collective 
decision-making. Through 
regular savings and access to 
microcredit, women can start 
small businesses, invest in ed-
ucation, or improve house-
hold livelihoods, reducing 
dependence on external 
sources. SHGs also foster 
peer support and leadership 
skills, enabling women to 
voice their concerns, partici-
pate in community develop-
ment, and advocate for their 
rights. 

WIN FOR WOMEN’S SHG

QUICK READ
District Panchayat  

AEE caught in  
bribery case

Lokayukta to hold 
public grievance 

meeting on Nov 13

CIPET invites 
applications for free 

professional training 

Tipatur
The Lokayukta has 

caught an Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer (AEE) of 

Tipatur District Panchayat 
while accepting a bribe 

for processing a construc-
tion bill. The operation 
followed a complaint 

from a first-class contrac-
tor named Sunil, who pro-
vided information about 
the corrupt practice. Act-

ing on this tip-off, 
Lokayukta officials con-
ducted a raid and appre-
hended the AEE, identi-
fied as Swamy, from the 

Engineer Division of Tipa-
tur District Panchayat. 

The officer is currently un-
der investigation, with a 
team led by Inspector 

Raju examining the case 
and collecting evidence.

Mandya 
A public grievance meet-

ing will be held in K.R. Pete 
taluk on November 13 

from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
organised by the Mandya 
Lokayukta division. Citi-
zens can submit com-

plaints related to corrup-
tion, negligence, or delays 

in government and 
semi-government offices 

during the session. Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
Sunil Kumar H.T., officers 
B.P. Byatarayagowda, In-

spector Kumar M., and 
Leepaksha Murthy will 

participate. The Lokayukta 
has invited residents of 

K.R. Pete to personally at-
tend the meeting at the 

taluk office premises and 
file their grievances direct-
ly with the officials. The in-
itiative aims to strengthen 

transparency and ac-
countability in public ad-

ministration, ensuring 
timely resolution of citizen 

complaints.

Chitradurga
The Department of Skill 
Development, Entrepre-
neurship and Livelihood, 
in collaboration with the 
Directorate of Industries 
and Commerce and un-
der the Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) initi-
ative, has invited applica-

tions for free training in 
the polymer and plastic 

sectors.  The Central Insti-
tute of Petrochemicals 

Engineering and Technol-
ogy (CIPET), Mysuru, will 
offer 3 to 6-month train-
ing programs in polymer 

technology for unem-
ployed youth from eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tions. Candidates aged 

between 18 and 35 years, 
with a family income be-
low I2.5 lakh and a mini-

mum qualification of 10th 
standard, are eligible.

Training will cover assis-
tant machine operator, in-
jection molding operator, 
and programming skills, 
followed by job place-

ment assistance. 

CM counters Bhagwat’s 
statement on ‘Hindu Rashtra’

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah firmly rejected RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat’s 
claim, asserting that India can never become a Hindu nation

MYSURU
 

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah has strongly re-
sponded to RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat’s recent remark stat-
ing that India cannot be made 
a Hindu nation. Addressing a 
press conference at his Mysu-
ru residence on Tuesday, Sid-
daramaiah said India is a di-
verse and pluralistic country 
that belongs to people of all 
castes, religions, and cultures.

“India has always been a 
land of many faiths, languag-
es, and traditions. The Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
and its political wing have for 
long been advocating for a 
Hindu Rashtra, but that is im-
possible. Our country’s foun-
dation is built on unity in di-
versity, not religious uniformi-

ty,” the Chief Minister assert-
ed. He further questioned why 
the RSS, which constantly 
talks about Hindu national-
ism, remains silent on issues 
like untouchability and in-
equality. “If they truly care 
about the Hindu community, 
they should speak against dis-
crimination and injustice 

within their own system,” 
Siddaramaiah said.

The Chief Minister also an-
nounced that he would be 
travelling to Delhi on Novem-
ber 15 to attend a programme 
organized by former Union 
Minister and senior lawyer 
Kapil Sibal. “I plan to return 
the same day, but if I get time, 

I will also seek an appoint-
ment to meet the party high 
command,” he added.

During the press confer-
ence, several Congress lead-
ers were present, including 
Minister for Social Welfare 
and Mysuru district in-charge 
Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa, 
MLAs K. Harish Gowda, Ga-
nesh Prasad, and D. Ravis-
hankar, MLCs Dr. D. Thim-
maiah and Dr. K. Shivakumar, 
former MLA M.K. So-
mashekar, and Congress dis-
trict presidents R. Murthy and 
Dr. B.J. Vijayakumar.

Siddaramaiah’s remarks 
come amid a broader national 
debate over secularism and 
religious identity, highlighting 
the Congress government’s 
stance on preserving India’s 
pluralistic values.

Workers urged to 
avail govt welfare 
benefits: Min Lad

MANDYA

Karnataka Labour Minister 
Santosh S. Lad urged workers 
across the state to take full ad-
vantage of the various welfare 
schemes implemented by the 
Labour Department for the un-
organised sector. Speaking af-
ter inaugurating the “Smart 
Card Distribution and Aware-
ness Programme for Unorgan-
ised Workers” at Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Bhavan, organised 
jointly by the Labour 
Department, the Kar-
nataka State Unorgan-
ised Workers’ Social 
Security Board, the 
Transport Department, 
and the District Ad-
ministration, Lad 
highlighted several new initia-
tives for worker welfare.

He announced a new acci-
dent insurance scheme for de-
livery partners and other work-
ers who risk their lives while 
working for long hours on the 
road. The scheme provides ₹5 
lakh compensation in case of 
death, ₹2 lakh for partial dis-
ability, and up to ₹1 lakh for 
hospitalisation expenses. Em-
phasising road safety, he ap-
pealed to all two-wheeler rid-
ers to wear helmets and direct-
ed the district administration 
to organise awareness drives 

on helmet use. Lad further said 
that under the “Aasha Deepa” 
scheme, the Labour Depart-
ment will provide 50% salary 

assistance to com-
panies employing 
Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe 
youth in the private 
sector. He added 
that unorganised ar-
tisans and labourers 

are already receiving worker 
cards, and plans are underway 
to include agricultural workers 
under this category.

Minister N. Cheluvarayas-
wamy lauded the department’s 
initiatives for reaching every 
district to create awareness 
about welfare schemes. Legis-
lators P. Ravikumar, K.M. 
Uday, Darshan Puttannaiah, 
and officials including Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Kumar and 
SP Mallikarjun Baladandi 
were present. Smart cards 
were distributed to unorgan-
ised workers during the event.

Labour Minister Santosh 
S. Lad urged unorganised 

workers to benefit from 
government welfare 

schemes ensuring social 
security, safety, and 

employment 
opportunities

BJP Yuva Morcha protests 
against State government

HOSPET
 

The BJP Youth Morcha of Vi-
jayanagara district staged a 
protest on Tuesday against the 
state government’s alleged 
favoritism towards prisoners 
serving sentences in Parappa-
na Agrahara Jail, Bengaluru. 
The youth leaders claimed 
that extending special privi-
leges to inmates convicted in 
various criminal cases is tan-
tamount to encouraging crim-
inal activity, which has 
sparked widespread anger 
among the people of the state, 
according to district BJP 
Youth Morcha president, 
Kichidi Kotresh.

The protest took place in 
front of the District Police Su-
perintendent’s office in Hos-
pet, where demonstrators de-
manded the resignation of the 

Chief Minister and Home 
Minister. They also submitted 
a memorandum to the state 
government through the Gov-
ernor, urging corrective ac-
tion.

Protesters strongly con-
demned the state govern-
ment’s stance, holding it mor-
ally accountable for creating 
an impression that criminals 
are being favored over 
law-abiding citizens.

Several youth leaders par-
ticipated in the demonstration, 
including Nataraj, Sachin Ku-
mar, Suri Bangaru, San-
gamesh Kademani, Vyasraj, 
Sampath Murthy, Girish, Ha-
numanayak, Gowli Basavaraj, 
Rudrappa Gowli, Honnurap-
pa, Umadevi, H. Raghaven-
dra, Manikanta Kotturu, Vi-
kash, and Venkobi Devalapur, 
among others.

DYFI appeals for 
establishment of taluk-

level govt hospital 
ULLAL

 
Despite five years having 
passed since the formation of 
Ullal Taluk, a government hos-
pital at the taluk level has yet 
to be established, causing 
growing disappointment 
among local residents. One of 
the primary expectations of the 
people during the creation of 
the taluk was access to a gov-
ernment-run hospital. With the 
dominance of private medical 
colleges in the area, a public 
hospital has become a critical 
necessity for the local popula-
tion, especially the economi-
cally disadvantaged.

However, no significant 
progress has been made to-
ward constructing the taluk 
hospital. Instead, the existing 
Community Health Centres 
(CHCs) and Primary Health 
Centres (PHCs) have been 
handed over to private medical 
colleges under a Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) model. The 
Democratic Youth Federation 
of India (DYFI) has criticized 

this move, stating that it un-
dermines the health rights of 
poor citizens and limits their 
access to affordable medical 
care. According to the State 
Medical Act, every taluk is en-
titled to a 100-bed government 
hospital, a provision currently 
being ignored in Ullal. DYFI 
has therefore demanded that 
the state government immedi-
ately sanction a taluk-level 
hospital in Ullal and approve a 
40-bed community hospital in 
Mudipu Hobli. Additionally, 
they have urged that necessary 
doctors and basic facilities be 
provided at the existing prima-
ry health centres within the 
taluk. The appeal was submit-
ted to the District Health and 
Family Welfare Officer by the 
Ullal Taluk committee of 
DYFI. Present during the sub-
mission were District Secre-
tary Santosh Bajal, Taluk Sec-
retary Rizwan Harekala, Vice 
President Razaq Mudipu, 
Mangalore City Secretary 
Tayyub Bengre, and leader 
Rafique Harekala.

Activists urge immediate stop to 
Sharavathi Pumped Storage Project
SHIVAMOGGA

 
Former minister and president 
of Parisarakke Naavu organi-
zation A.T. Ramaswamy has 
urged the government to im-
mediately suspend the Shara-
vathi Pumped Storage Project, 
alleging it is being implement-
ed without clearance from the 
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest, and Climate 
Change.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence organized by Sharavathi 
Valley Ulisi, Ramaswamy said 
the Western Ghats, one of the 
world’s eight biodiversity 
hotspots, is home to over 40 
rivers and rich rainforests. He 
warned that environmentally 
destructive projects like this 
would reduce forest cover and 
deplete river flow. Criticizing 

the government and KPCL for 
misleading the public, he said, 
“We are not against develop-
ment, but not at the cost of 
nature. Violating forest and 
biodiversity laws to benefit 
mega corporations cannot be 
justified.”

Former Lokayukta Justice 
N. Santosh Hegde stated that 
the project clearly violates the 
Forest Conservation Act and is 
not in public interest. Digging 
1,600 feet deep tunnels poses 

severe ecological risks, he 
warned, suggesting that alter-
native power sources like solar 
and wind should be prioritized 
instead. Former Supreme 
Court judge Justice V. Gopala 
Gowda alleged that KPCL is 
spreading false information 
and ignoring public safety 
while claiming no harm will 
occur to wildlife or biodiversi-
ty. He accused the state energy 
minister K.J. George of mak-
ing misleading statements.

BENGALURU RURAL
 

A loud explosion inside a 
school bathroom in S. Bingi-
pura near Bannerghatta, 
Anekal taluk, caused panic 
among students and residents 
who initially feared it was a 
bomb blast. The incident oc-
curred at a private school on 
Monday morning around 
10:30 a.m., when a sudden 
blast-like sound was heard 
from the restroom.

Alarmed by the noise, stu-
dents and locals rushed out of 
classrooms and nearby 
homes in fear. School staff 
quickly inspected the site and 
discovered that the sound had 

been caused by firecrackers 
set off inside the bathroom.

On Tuesday morning, a 
parent of one of the students 
reported the incident to the 
police. Bannerghatta police 
soon visited the spot and con-
ducted an investigation. The 
school management was 
summoned to the station for 
questioning. According to 
Assistant Administrator Jay-
aprakash, some students had 
brought firecrackers from 
home and ignited them inside 
the school premises. “The 
students involved have been 
suspended, and they now un-
derstand the seriousness of 
their actions,” he said.

Firecracker blast in school 
bathroom sparks panic

ONAKE OBAVVA IS SYMBOL OF 
COURAGE: DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
CHITRADURGA

 
Deputy Commissioner B.T. 
Kumaraswamy described On-
ake Obavva as a symbol of 
courage, loyalty, and sacrifice, 
calling her an inspiring role 
model for today’s women. He 
was speaking at the Onake 
Obavva Jayanti celebration or-
ganized at Valmiki Bhavan by 
the district administration, Zil-
la Panchayat, Kannada and 
Culture Department, and City 
Municipality.

Kumaraswamy said that 
though Obavva had no formal 
military training, her presence 
of mind and bravery in de-
fending the Chitradurga Fort 
against Hyder Ali’s soldiers set 
an immortal example of patri-
otism and devotion. He urged 
the younger generation, espe-

cially women, to draw strength 
from Obavva’s courage and 
focus on education and civic 
responsibility instead of exces-
sive social media use.

State Safai Karmachari 
Commission Chairman P. Ra-
ghu recalled that late actress 
Jayanthi had powerfully por-
trayed Obavva’s bravery in the 
film Nagarahavu, introducing 
her legacy to the nation.

Other speakers, including 

District Guarantee Scheme 
Chairman R. Shivanna Gan-
jigatte, highlighted how 
Obavva’s valor continues to 
inspire generations. A grand 
procession featuring tradition-
al folk troupes was taken out 
from the historic fort to Val-
miki Bhavan.

Several officials, community 
leaders, and devotees partici-
pated in the event honoring 
Karnataka’s fearless heroine.

Delhi blast unfortunate, says 
Minister Krishna Byregowda
CHANNARAYAPATNA

 
Terming the recent Delhi 
blast as deeply unfortunate, 
Minister Krishna 
B y r e g o w d a  e x -
pressed grief over 
the loss of lives in 
the tragic incident. 
Speaking to report-
ers in Channarayap-
atna, he said that the 
investigation must uncover 
the real cause behind the 
blast and ensure a fair and 
transparent outcome.

Byregowda mentioned that 
he was traveling since yester-
day and had not been follow-

ing the news or television 
updates, so he was unaware 
of detailed developments. He 
added that such incidents 

should never occur 
and urged authori-
ties to determine 
whether  negl i -
gence or a security 
lapse was respon-
sible.

“The investiga-
tion should be completed at 
the earliest, and justice must 
be ensured for the victims. 
The Central Government 
should take full responsibili-
ty and see that the truth 
comes out,” he stated.
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Applications invited 
for deputy legal aid 

defense counsel 

Children shine at 
state-level Kalashree 

competition

Chitradurga
The Chitradurga District 
Legal Services Authority 
has invited applications 

for two Deputy Legal Aid 
Defense Counsel posi-

tions at its office. Appli-
cants must possess 
strong knowledge of 

criminal law, excellent 
communication skills, and 

at least seven years of 
professional experience, 

including handling a mini-
mum of 20 criminal cas-
es. Basic IT proficiency is 
also required for the role. 
Selected candidates will 
receive a monthly hono-

rarium of I45,000.
Interested and eligible ad-

vocates can apply in the 
prescribed format by fill-
ing in their personal de-
tails in their own hand-
writing and submitting 
the application to the 

Member Secretary, Dis-
trict Legal Services Au-

thority, Chitradurga, on or 
before November 20 by 6 
p.m., according to the of-

ficial notification.

Chitradurga
Highlighting the impor-

tance of nurturing talent 
among children, the Dep-

uty Director of Women 
and Child Development 
Department and District 

Bal Bhavan Secretary K.H. 
Vijaykumar encouraged 

students to participate in 
the state-level Kalashree 

competition and bring 
recognition to the district. 
The program, organized 
jointly by the State Bal 
Bhavan Society, Zilla 

Panchayat, Women and 
Child Development De-

partment, and District Bal 
Bhavan Committee, was 
inaugurated on Monday 
as part of Children’s Day 

celebrations. Officials 
emphasized that along 

with academics, engaging 
in extracurricular activi-

ties fosters creativity, dis-
cipline, and cultural val-
ues, which are crucial in 
today’s technology-driv-

en era. Parents were 
urged to motivate chil-
dren to participate in at 
least one activity. Win-
ners of the Kalashree 

contest were felicitated 
with certificates and priz-

es by K.H. Vijaykumar.

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï), ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï 
«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ EªÀgÀ ªÀw¬ÄAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
KW-1/2 STD µÀgÀvÀÄÛUÉÆ¼Àî¥ÀlÖÖAvÉ C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï£À ªÉÆÃzÀ®£É 
PÀgÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß PÉ.¦.¦.¦ ªÀÄÆ®PÀ mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. 
PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀ PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwªÉ.

ªÉÄÃ°£À mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À°è ¨sÁUÀªÀ»¸À®Ä EaÑ¸ÀÄªÀªÀgÀÄ ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï ¸ÀA: 

https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
qË£ï¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ: 11.11.2025 jAzÀ 18.11.2025, 
16:30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgï »AwgÀÄV¸ÀÄªÀ 

¢£ÁAPÀ: 18.11.2025 gÀAzÉ 16:30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ. 

mÉAqÀgï «ªÀÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß Karnataka Public Procurement Portal £À°è 
¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ F PÉ¼ÀUÉ ¸À» ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ 

C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ°è PÉ®¸ÀzÀ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ.
¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ(«). 

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/3718/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

Sl. 
No. Work Indents Work Value 

(Rs. in Lakhs)

1

Providing arranging power to proposed 147.50 
KW Roof Top Solar Power on Car Parking Shed 
at Northern Side of Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore.
PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29123

33.52

2

Providing arranging power to proposed 148.63 
KW Roof Top Solar Power at Vikasa Soudha and 
Fire Station Roof Bangalore.
PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29124

18.54

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj,
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ, «zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.

¸ÀA.PÁ.EA(«)/¯ÉÆÃ.E/«zÀÄåvï/2025-26/2042       ¢£ÁAPÀ: 11.11.2025

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉIN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL CIVIL 
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUARA

C. Misc. No. 948/2025
Petitioners: Sri. N. Krishnamurthy and 
others R/at, No. 475, Tank Road, Honnigara pet, 
Doddaballapura Town, Bengaluru Rural District. V/s
Respondent: The Commissioner CMC, 
Doddaballapura

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the above named petitioners has filed 
the above petition under section UNDER SECTION 
13(3) OF REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 
ACT 1969 for seeking direction of the respondent 
authorities to issue death certificate of their mother by 
name RATHNAMMA W/O LATE A.V. NAGARAJAPPA 
who was died on 08-03-2018 at No. 475, Tank Road, 
Honnigara pet, Doddaballapura Town, Bengaluru 
Rural District, and the Hon'ble Court has posted for 
the above petition to 12/12/2025 for hearing of the 
petition and that if any person's desire to oppose the 
said petition or claim or interest shall appear before the 
Hon'ble Court in person or by pleader duly interested 
at 11 a m, failing which the above said petition will be 
heard disposed on enquiry.
Given under my hand the seal of the Court this 
11/11/2025

By order of this Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil Judge & 

JMFC Doddaballapur
Advocate for petitioners: K.S. Sreedhara, Advocate

Form No. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about registration under Part I of 

Chapter XXI of the Act
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the companies Act, 2013 and 4(1) of 

the companies (Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]
 

1. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-section (2) of 
section 366 of the Companies Act, 2013, an application is proposed 
to be made after fifteen days hereof but before the expiry of 
thirty days hereinafter to the Registrar of Companies  at Central 
Registration Centre (CRC) Manesar , Plot No. 6,7, 8, Sector 5, IMT 
Manesar, District Gurgaon (Haryana), Manesar, Haryana, India, 
122050, that ASTEYA SERVICES LLP, a LLP may be registered under 
Part I of Chapter XXI of the Companies Act 2013, as a company 
limited by shares.
2. The principal objects of the company are as follows:
a.  To carry on the business of providing outsourcing services for all 
processes, sub processes, transactions, activities and all other work 
performed by business in various industries within India and across 
the world. This includes those process or sub processes that are 
enabled by information technology.
b.  To offer training, consultancy, advisory and all related services 
in all areas of information technology including computer 
hardware and software, data communication, telecommunications, 
manufacturing and process control and automation, artificial 
intelligence, natural language processing.
3. A copy of the draft memorandum and articles of association of 
the proposed company may be inspected at the office situated at 
No 19/3, Ground Floor, Srinivasa Industrial Estate Kanakapura Main 
Road, Bangalore, KA 560062 IN.
4. Notice is hereby given that any person objecting to this 
application may communicate their objection in writing to the 
Registrar at Central Registration Centre (CRC), Plot No. 6,7, 8, Sector 
5, IMT Manesar, District Gurgaon (Haryana), Manesar, Haryana, 
India, 122050, within twenty-one days from the date of publication 
of this notice, with a copy to the company at its registered office.

Dated this 12th day of November 2025                          Name(s) of 
Applicant:

On behalf of ASTEYA SERVICES LLP
1. Chetan Khosla 

2. Vishwanath M S
3. Mahidhar Jayaram                                                                         

This is to inform to General public that my client Sri, 
Krishnamurthy .M  ,  Situated at Sir, M.V.Badavane, 4th 
stage,Hosakote Town and Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District, 
I am the  Owner  of the Below said Property,while Sale   
Deed  for taken Certified  copy ,have lost following Docu-
ment of property pertating to below Mentioned property 
Situated at  Sir, M.V.Badavane, 4th stage,Hosakote Town 
and Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District,, had published the 
factum of lost of her  Original Sale  Deed,Dated;- 06-03-
1991, Regd Sale    Deed, Executed by Smt, Giddamma D/o 
Giddappa, In Favour of  Sri, S.Kumaraswamy s/o Gangaiah, 
In regd as Book No.1,Volume No.1871, in Pages 20-22, in 
regd as Document no.2551/1990-91, dated;-07-03-1991, 
In regd before of the SRO  Hosakote, In respect of Sir 
Mv Badavane, 4th Stage, Municipal New Katha no.2908, 
Site no.28, in Measuring 30 x60 Feets,  police com-
plaint have been filed with regards to loss of the above 
said Document vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report 
no.1818356/2025, DATED;-24-09-2025, and complaint 
dated;-24-09-2025, already Advertised in Udayamaithra 
Kannada Daily News Paper,Paper Dated;-26-09-2025,and 
City Highlights English News Paper Dated;-24-09-2025, in 
property Owner Name Wrongly Mentioned as  Sri,Srini-
vasamurthy Instead of Sri, Krishnamurthy .M , Hence We 
Have Republished as above, by respective person,if any-
body finds these Document please inform within 7 Days 
in Below  mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-11-11-2025                                          K.S.HARISH 

KUMAR
ADVOCATE

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA

TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANI.
M;-9980110692

DOCUMENT LOST 

I, KHUDSIA ASMA SHARIFF, 
W/o.  Gayasuddin Shariff, 
Resident of No 42, 3 Main 
Road, Near Kabir Ashram 
Matadhahalli, RT Nagar 

Post, Bengaluru - 560032, 
Karnataka, have changed 
my name to KHUDSIA 

ASMA, Vide Affidavit Dated 
: 11.11.2025 before notary R 

BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUSHKIRA OVAIS, 
D/o Ovais Abdul Aziz, 

resident of No. 6/40, 2nd 
Cross, Hennur Road, St. 

Thomas Town, Bangalore 
– 560084. Have changed 
my name to MUSHKIRA, 

vide affidavit dated: 
11.11.2025, before 

Notary PRAKASHA. C, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE CHANGE OF NAME
I, Anandi R, D/o Rajendra L,
residing at No. 81/27/3, 12th B Main
Road, 2nd Phase, Shivanagar,
Manjunathanagar, Rajajinagar,
Bangalore -560010. Karnataka do
hereby solemnly affirm and state
that my date of birth is 12/10/1995,
my place of birth is
BHADRAVATHI (SHIMOGA).
my father is RAJENDRA L, and 
my mother is AMUDA R. vide
affidavite dated 10-11-2025 sworn
before notary B. Prasanna,
Bengaluru.

We, ARUL KUMAR S and ANUSHA B K, 
presently residing at “PUSHPA NILAYA” 
NO. 07, 2ND CROSS, ADARSHNAGAR, 
NEAR GOVT SCHOOL, MUDALAPALYA, 
NAGARBHAVI, BENGALURU-560072, 
do hereby solemnly affirm and state 
on oath as follows:-

We hereby declare that we are 
residing in the above mentioned 
address. We hereby declare that our 
child’s name AVYAAN KAUSTUV he 
was born on 06-02-2020, SURABHI 
HEALTH CARE RESEARCH PVT LTD, 
BBMP, Bangalore, Karnataka. We 
hereby declare that in our child’s 
birth certificate (bearing Reg. 
803162/B/B/2020/016872)

We hereby request the concerned 
authorities to please correct

1. Child’s name as AVYAAN KAUSTUV 
instead of KUSH A. Hence this affidavit. 
We request concerned authorities to 
do the needful, This affidavit is to 
be produced before the concerned 
authorities to BBMP. If any litigation 
arise regarding the above subject we 
will be held responsible. What we 
have stated in this above affidavit 
are true and correct to the best of our 
knowledge and belief.

Place: Bangalore
Date: 01-09-2025

ATTESTED BY ME
NATESH. D, B.A.,LLB.,

ADVOCATE AND NOTARY PUBLIC
GOVT OF INDIA
Reg .No: 20498

JIONT AFFIDAVIT
We, ARUL KUMAR S and ANUSHA B K, 

presently residing at “PUSHPA NILAYA” 
NO. 07, 2ND CROSS, ADARSHNAGAR, 
NEAR GOVT SCHOOL, MUDALAPALYA, 
NAGARBHAVI, BENGALURU-560072, 
do hereby solemnly affirm and state 
on oath as follows:-

We hereby declare that we are 
residing in the above mentioned 
address. We hereby declare that our 
child’s name AYRAA KATAKSHA She 
was born on 05-01-2015, SOORAJ 
CLINIC, BBMP, Bangalore, Karnataka.

We hereby declare that in our 
child’s birth certificate (bearing 
Reg. RJI/B/2015/00220/000006) 
We hereby request the concerned 
authorities to please correct

1. Child’s name as AYRAA KATAKSHA 
instead of HANSIKA A. Hence this 
affidavit. We request concerned 
authorities to do the needful, This 
affidavit is to be produced before the 
concerned authorities to BBMP. If any 
litigation arise regarding the above 
subject we will be held responsible. 
What we have stated in this above 
affidavit are true and correct to the 
best of our knowledge and belief.

Place: Bangalore
Date: 01-09-2025

ATTESTED BY ME
NATESH. D, B.A.,LLB.,

ADVOCATE AND NOTARY PUBLIC
GOVT OF INDIA
Reg .No: 20498

JIONT AFFIDAVIT

To place a classified 
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080-41209042
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Bengaluru is the land of 
aerospace experts, says DCM

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar hailed Bengaluru as a global hub of 
knowledge, innovation, and aerospace technology.

DEVANAHALLI
 

“Bengaluru has established it-
self as the city of knowledge, 
innovation, and technology. 
Many pioneers in aerospace 
science have made this city 
their field of work, contribut-
ing to India’s growing reputa-
tion in the global aerospace 
industry,” said Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Collins India Op-
erations Center located in the 
KIADB Aerospace Park at 
Devanahalli on Tuesday. Shi-
vakumar noted that Karnataka 

produces over 1.5 lakh engi-
neering graduates every year, 
strengthening the country’s 
technological base. “The 
world looks at India through 
Bengaluru — our city is the 
symbol of progress, talent, 
and innovation,” he said.

Highlighting the limitless 
potential of the aerospace sec-
tor, he remarked, “Thousands 
of aircraft fly in our skies dai-
ly. The sky has no limits, and 
similarly, our ambition for 
technological advancement 
should know no bounds. The 
state government will extend 
full support to every company 
operating in the aerospace in-
dustry.”

He emphasized the need to 
expand industrial growth be-
yond Bengaluru, focusing on 
developing industries in tier-
2 and tier-3 cities across 
Karnataka.

“Collins Aerospace has 
chosen Karnataka because of 
its skilled workforce, favor-
able environment, and ideal 
climate for industry. We take 
great pride in this,” Shivaku-
mar added, expressing grati-
tude on behalf of the state’s 
people.

He assured the company 
and investors that the Karna-
taka government stands with 
them at every step. “Our gov-
ernment is committed to sup-
porting employers and inno-
vators. The doors of this gov-
ernment will always remain 
open,” he concluded.

CEO inspects student 
hostels and primary 

health centre
CHITRADURGA

On Monday night, Dr. S. 
Akash, Chief Executive Officer 
of the District Panchayat, con-
ducted a surprise inspection of 
the post-matric and pre-matric 
student hostels in Parashuram-
pura village, Challakere Taluk. 
He visited all student rooms, 
kitchen, dining area, and toilets, 
advising staff to maintain high 
standards of cleanliness.

He emphasized that students 
should be provided with nutri-
tious, hygienic, and tasty meals 
along with access to safe drink-
ing water. Dr. Akash also 
shared a meal with the students 
and interacted with them, en-
couraging cleanliness both in-
side and outside the hostel 
premises. During a dialogue 
with SSLC students, he 
stressed the importance of fo-
cusing on their studies, plan-
ning for higher education, and 
preparing for a bright future. 
He also instructed students to 
avoid mobile phone distrac-
tions and prioritize academic 
learning. Following this, Dr. 
Akash visited the Primary 

Health Centre in Parashuram-
pura, where he checked atten-
dance records, examined the 
facilities, and inspected patient 
rooms. He received updates 
from doctors and staff regard-
ing the centre’s functioning 
and emphasized maintaining 
cleanliness and providing 
high-quality treatment to pa-
tients.  He also interacted with 
patients, advising them to 
monitor their health regularly 
and encouraging villagers to 
utilize the health centre for 
check-ups.

Dr. S. Akash, CEO of  the 
District Panchayat, 
conducted surprise 

inspections of  student 
hostels and the Primary 

Health Centre in 
Parashurampura, 
Challakere Taluk

District celebrates Onake Obavva 
Jayanti, honoring her courage 

CHIKKABALLAPUR
 

The district administra-
tion, in association with 
the Zilla Panchayat and 
the Department of Kan-
nada and Culture, cele-
brated the birth anniver-
sary of the legendary 
Onake Obavva at the 
Kannada Bhavana on 
Tuesday. The event high-
lighted Obavva’s bravery, 
determination, and histor-
ical significance, inspir-
ing women and youth 
alike. Presiding over the 
function, District Guaran-
tee Schemes Implemen-
tation Committee Presi-
dent Yelathurli N. Ra-
mesh said that Onake 
Obavva’s life symbolizes 
time consciousness, cour-
age, and sacrifice, setting 
a shining example for 
future generations. He 
stated that her story con-
tinues to inspire women 
to stand strong and de-
fend society’s honor. 
Guest speaker Channa-

keshava, a historian, 
narrated Obavva’s hero-
ic act from the 18th cen-
tury Chitradurga Fort. 
When Hyder Ali’s sol-
diers attacked the fort, 
Obavva, wife of the 
guard Kalanayaka, fear-
lessly used a pestle 
(“onake”) to kill enemy 
so ld i e r s  en t e r ing 
through a small crevice. 
Despite being an ordi-
nary homemaker, she 
displayed extraordinary 
valor that safeguarded 
the fort. Her bravery, he 
said, serves as an endur-
ing lesson in courage 
and patriotism.

Cultural troupes took 
out a colorful proces-
sion carrying Obavva’s 

portrait from Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Bhavan to 
Kannada Bhavana, ac-
companied by drums 
and traditional music. 
Distinguished women 
were felicitated, and 
meritorious students re-
ceived awards for aca-
demic excellence.

Deputy Commission-
er P.N. Ravindra, Zilla 
Panchayat CEO Dr. 
Naveen Bhatt, Addition-
al DC Dr. N. Bhaskar, 
and other officials were 
present. The event con-
cluded with a call to 
document and study 
Onake Obavva’s life 
further to preserve her 
inspiring legacy for gen-
erations to come.

40th state-level Taekwondo Championship
DAVANAGERE 

 
The 40th State-Level 
Sub-Junior, Cadet, Junior, 
and Senior Taekwondo 
Championships, organized 
by the Karnataka Taekwon-
do Association (R), were 
held from November 6 to 8 
at Malebennur in Harihar 
Taluk. Over 500 athletes 
from across the state partic-
ipated in the event, display-
ing remarkable talent and 
sportsmanship.

The championship was 
inaugurated by Association 
President J. Thirumaal, 
along with Mainuddin H.J., 
State Chairman of the 
Jawahar Bal Manch and 

CEO of the organization, 
Secretary B.N. Venkatesh, 
Joint Secretary Srikanth, 
Treasurer Smt. Anitha, Smt. 
M. Sunitha, and other 
members. Judges and refer-
ees from various states offi-
ciated, ensuring a fair and 
competitive environment.

Gold medal winners in 
the Cadet and Senior catego-
ries will go on to represent 

Karnataka at the National 
Championships in Uttar 
Pradesh from November 21 
to 23. President Thirumaal 
and association members 
congratulated all winners 
and their coaches for their 
outstanding performances.

District-wise results in-
cluded Tumkur leading in 
Sub-Junior Girls and Cadet 
Boys categories, while Ben-

galuru dominated Sub-Ju-
nior Boys and Senior Girls. 
Chitradurga performed 
strongly across multiple di-
visions, securing top posi-
tions in Junior Girls and 
other categories. The event 
concluded on a celebratory 
note, marking another mile-
stone in promoting martial 
arts and nurturing young 
talent in Karnataka.

CHIKKABALLAPUR
 

Former MLA and ex-Deputy Speaker 
J.K. Krishnareddy has been appointed 
as the new President of the Janata Dal 
(Secular) State Core Committee. The 
decision was announced during a core 
committee restructuring meeting 
chaired by Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy, held with senior party 
leaders. Following his appointment, 
JDS MPs, MLAs, and senior mem-
bers extended their congratulations to 
Krishnareddy, acknowledging his 
long-standing contribution to the par-
ty and his leadership experience.

In his hometown Santekallahalli of 
Chikkaballapur taluk, party leaders 
and workers organized a warm wel-
come to celebrate his elevation. Sup-
porters from nearby areas gathered to 
felicitate him, while city municipal 
members and local office-bearers hon-
ored him with floral garlands and 
shawls at a function held near Chinna-
sandra. Party workers expressed con-
fidence that under Krishnareddy’s 
leadership, the JDS core committee 
will work more cohesively to 
strengthen the organization at the 
grassroots level and prepare for up-
coming political challenges.

Krishnareddy appointed as new 
president of JDS State Core Committee

Case writing competence
CHITRADURGA

 
Chief District and Sessions Judge Ron Vasudeva 
stressed that strong language skills are vital for draft-
ing civil case documents clearly. Speaking at a legal 
awareness event, he said petitions written in simple 
Kannada help avoid confusion and ensure faster 
judgments through clarity, brevity, and precision.
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‘Guntur water tank revival a model for others’
AMARAVATI

 
Union Minister for Rural Devel-
opment, and Agriculture and 
Farmer Welfare Shivraj Singh 
C h o u h a n  i n a u g u r a t e d  a 
150-year-old revived water tank 
at Vengalayapalem village of 
Guntur Rural Mandal in Andhra 
Pradesh on Tuesday as part of 
the ‘Watershed Mahotsav’. 

The 21-acre tank, restored at a 
cost of ₹1.20 crore, is being 
hailed as a model for sustainable 
water conservation and commu-
nity development.

The inauguration was attended 
by Minister of State for Rural 
Development and Communica-
tions, Dr Chandra Sekhar Pem-
masani, and district in-charge 
minister Kandula Durgesh. 
Speaking to the media, Chouhan 

commended the local adminis-
tration for reviving the water-
body and developing a planta-
tion on a five-acre area with 250 
coconut trees. The revenue gen-
erated from this plantation will 
be used for the tank’s mainte-
nance, he noted, describing it as 

an ideal sustainable model.
The revived tank now includes 

a walking track, open-air theatre, 
and open gym to encourage cul-
tural and recreational activities 
for local residents. This project 
shows how a waterbody can 
serve multiple purposes, Chouhan 

remarked, emphasising that water 
is life, and without water and soil, 
agriculture cannot thrive.

Highlighting the success of the 
watershed mission and the 
‘Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchay-
ee Yojana’, the minister said that 
such programmes have helped 
recharge groundwater and im-
prove agricultural productivity. 
He further urged states to adopt 
this model across India to restore 
old water structures and secure 
the country’s water future. The 
event was part of the National 
Watershed Conference, organ-
ised by the Department of Land 
Resources under the Ministry of 
Rural Development, in collabo-
ration with the Andhra Pradesh 
government. However, the larger 
conference was cancelled due to 
Monday’s blast in New Delhi.

WATERSHED MAHOTSAV

QUICK READ

Downpour damages 
harvest-ready paddy 

on 14K acres

Bijapur-Gadhchiroli 
gun battle: Several 

Maoists ‘neutralised’

GCC offers competitive 
exam coaching 

 in schools

Chennai
The Tamil Nadu Agricul-

ture Department has con-
firmed that over 14,000 

acres of ready-to-harvest 
paddy crops in the 

Cauvery Delta region have 
been severely affected by 

continuous rainfall over 
the past week. The af-

fected areas include the 
districts of Thanjavur, 

Tiruvarur, and Nagapat-
tinam, which are among 

the state’s largest 
rice-producing regions. 

According to official fig-
ures, short-term paddy 
crops were cultivated 

across 6.5 lakh acres in 
the delta this year as part 

of the Kuruvai season. 
The bumper production, 
however, has created an 
unexpected problem, a 

glut in rice supply coupled 
with storage delays by the 

Food Department.

Raipur
A fierce gun battle raging 
since Tuesday morning 

along the Chhattis-
garh-Maharashtra border 
in the dense forests near 
Bijapur and Gadhchiroli 
districts has reportedly 

left several Maoists neu-
tralised, according to pre-
liminary inputs from secu-

rity forces. The ongoing 
operation, involving joint 
teams of District Reserve 

Guards (DRG), CoBRA 
commandos, and local 

police, has drawn Maoist 
insurgents into a protract-

ed firefight, marking yet 
another blow to the dwin-
dling insurgency in Bastar.

Chennai
The Greater Chennai Cor-

poration (GCC) has 
launched special coach-
ing classes across its 81 

schools to help students 
of Classes X, XI, and XII 
prepare for competitive 
examinations. The civic 

body has also rolled out a 
parallel support pro-

gramme for slow learners 
through subject-wise 

study booklets and dedi-
cated counselling ses-

sions handled by experi-
enced teachers. The initi-
ative, announced during 

the 2025-2026 civic 
budget session, aims to 
equip students with fo-

cused preparation in 
Mathematics, Science, 

History, and Geography -- 
subjects crucial for both 
board exams and com-

petitive tests such as 
NEET, JEE, and civil ser-

vice entrance exams.

Ch’garh adopts emotional 
outreach to end insurgency

Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Sharma personally appealed for 
Naxal commander Hidma’s peaceful surrender.

RAIPUR
 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has intensified 
its mission to end de-
cades of Maoist insur-
gency by focusing ef-
forts on securing the 
surrender of dreaded 
Naxal commander Mad-
vi Hidma, widely con-
sidered the last major 
bastion of extremism in 
Bastar. 

In a deeply symbolic 
and emotional gesture, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
and Home Minister Vi-
jay Sharma recently 
visited the native vil-
lages of Hidma and fel-
low commander Barse 
Deva, where he met 
and paid respects to 

their mothers.
During the visit, the 

mothers expressed their 
desire for their sons to 
return to mainstream 
life and even shared 
lunch with Sharma, who 
described the meeting 
as deeply moving. I 
paid my respects to the 
mothers of Madvi Hid-
ma and Barse Deva. 
They also appealed for 
rehabilitation. We had 
lunch together, and the 
mothers spoke with 
great affection, Sharma 
posted on X.

Hidma, the command-
er of the People’s Liber-
ation Guerrilla Army in 
South Bastar, is accused 
of masterminding some 
of India’s deadliest Mao-

ist attacks, including the 
2010 Tadmetla massa-
cre, the 2013 Jhiram 
Valley ambush, the 2017 
Burkapal attack, and the 
2023 Aranpur IED blast. 
With a bounty exceeding 
₹1 crore, he remains the 
most-wanted Naxal 
leader in the region.

Sharma’s outreach 
forms part of the gov-

ernment’s broader reha-
bilitation strategy as 
surrenders among Naxal 
cadres continue to rise. 
Addressing a public 
gathering at Indravati 
Sabha Garh in Bijapur 
district, he reaffirmed 
the state’s commitment 
to peace and develop-
ment in Bastar, urging 
Naxalites to lay down 
arms and rejoin society.

The heartfelt interac-
tions with the com-
manders’ mothers have 
now ignited fresh spec-
ulation across Bastar on 
whether Hidma; long 
seen as the face of vio-
lent rebellion, will final-
ly surrender and bring 
an end to an era of 
bloodshed.

SIR: Kerala crosses 
1-cr mark in voter 

enumeration
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
Kerala has achieved a signifi-
cant milestone in its ongoing 
voter enumeration exercise, 
surpassing the one-crore mark 
in the distribution of enumera-
tion forms under the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) pro-
gramme. Chief Electoral Offi-
cer (CEO) Rathan U. Kelkar 
announced on Tuesday that the 
target was achieved within just 
eight days of the programme’s 
launch, reflecting the strong 
coordination and efficiency of 
the state’s election machinery.

It is a matter of pride that we 
have completed the distribution 
of over one crore forms in such 
a short time. This demonstrates 
the commitment of field offi-
cials and the smooth function-
ing of the SIR process, Kelkar 
said in a statement.

The SIR initiative is aimed at 
ensuring that the electoral rolls 
remain accurate and up to date 
by conducting door-to-door 
verification of voter details 
along with digital validation. 
Kelkar clarified that prepara-
tions for the upcoming local 

self-government elections will 
not disrupt the SIR process, 
stating, Both processes are be-
ing managed in parallel. The 
election schedule will not dis-
rupt SIR operations.

The revision exercise coin-
cides with an intense political 
atmosphere, as the three major 
political fronts in Kerala pre-
pare for the local body elec-
tions on December 9 and 11. 
These elections, however, will 
be conducted using a separate 
voter list. Kelkar further an-
nounced that newly appointed 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) 
will soon be deployed to over-
see field verification and ensure 
every eligible voter’s informa-
tion is accurately recorded. He 
also encouraged citizens to use 
the Election Commission of 
India’s online platforms to 
check and update their voter 
details conveniently.

The Chief Electoral Office 
has directed all district officials 
to maintain the momentum of 
the enumeration drive while 
prioritising accuracy, inclusivi-
ty, and transparency throughout 
the process.

Vijay’s TVK moves to secure common symbol
CHENNAI

 
As Tamil Nadu inches closer to 
the 2026 Assembly elections, ac-
tor Vijay's political outfit Tam-
izhaga Vetri Kazhagam (TVK) has 
formally begun the process of ob-
taining a common elec-
tion symbol from the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI). Sources 
within the party said the 
move follows the Elec-
t ion  Commiss ion ' s 
guidelines, which permit 
registered political parties to apply 
for a common symbol at least six 
months before the elections.

With barely that much time left 
before the expected polling sched-
ule, TVK has submitted a formal 

memorandum seeking allotment 
of a symbol that will be rec-
ognised across all 234 Assembly 
constituencies. A high-level dele-
gation, comprising party joint gen-
eral secretary C.T.R. Nirmal Ku-
mar and state executive members 

Pushpavanam Kuppu-
samy, Arjun Moorthy, 
and Vijay Prabhakaran, 
met Chief Election 
Commissioner and other 
officials in New Delhi to 
hand over the petition.

The memorandum re-
portedly included a list of ten pre-
ferred symbols, from which the 
Commission is expected to allot 
one after scrutiny.

The party is fully prepared to 
contest in all constituencies across 

Tamil Nadu. Hence, a uniform 
symbol is essential for voter rec-
ognition and campaign coherence, 
the petition stated.

TVK sources said that the par-
ty's leadership, including Vijay, 
views this as a key milestone in its 
political preparation.

After the unfortunate incident in 
Karur during the people's rally - 
an event that deeply saddened the 
actor-politician - the party has tak-
en steps to rebuild its organisa-
tional momentum and restore pub-
lic confidence.

Vijay has also appealed to his 
supporters and cadres to conduct 
all political activities in a disci-
plined and peaceful manner, en-
suring that no harm comes to the 
public under any circumstance.

Om Birla, Neiphiu Rio 
Honour World War II 

Heroes at Kohima War 
Cemetery

KOHIMA
 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, accompa-
nied by Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio, on Tuesday paid tribute to 
the soldiers who laid down their lives 
during the Second World War, describ-
ing the Kohima War Cemetery as a sa-
cred ground of courage, sacrifice, and 
inspiration. The solemn event marked 
the second Remembrance Day of World 
War II, organised by the Nagaland gov-
ernment in partnership with the Com-
monwealth War Graves Commission 
(CWGC). Deputy Head of Mission, 
British Deputy High Commission, Kol-
kata, Bhaarat Dave, also joined the trib-
utes at the historic site. Addressing the 
gathering, Birla said the courage and 
sacrifice of the soldiers who fought in 
the Battle of Kohima continue to inspire 
generations. The Second World War was 
not only a historic conflict but also a tes-
tament to the bravery and determination of 
those who defended their nation, he re-
marked. Birla also expressed gratitude to 
Chief Minister Rio, whose late father 
served in World War II, acknowledging 
the Naga people’s significant contribution 
to the war effort. He lauded Nagaland’s 
leadership and security personnel for their 
commitment to peace and stability, stating 
that India has always been a land of brav-
ery, and the legacy of its soldiers will for-
ever remain a source of national pride.

Manik Saha accuses Left, praises BJP’s 
transparent recruitment governance

AGARTALA
 

Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha on Tuesday 
accused the previous Left 
Front government of turn-
ing job recruitment into a 
farce, asserting that the 
present BJP-led adminis-
tration is committed to 
transparency and impar-
tiality in every sector, in-

cluding employment. 
Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Kakraban Govern-
ment Degree College in 
Gomati district, Saha said 
his government is priori-
tising the development of 
education and ensuring 
access to quality learning 
for students across the 
state.

He also inaugurated a 

50-bed girls’ hostel of the 
District Institute of Edu-
cat ion and Training 
(DIET) located on the col-
lege premises. During his 
address, Saha criticised 
the former Left regime, 
claiming that communist 
ideologues had created 
chaos in educational insti-
tutions under the guise of 
Naxalism.
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Red Fort Blast: How everyday tools became weapons of terror

The recent car blast near 
Delhi’s Red Fort has ex-
posed a chilling reality 

about modern terrorism. Offi-
cials are investigating possible 
links between the attack’s per-
petrators and Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM), a Pakistan-based 
terror group, according to 
NDTV. What makes this inci-
dent particularly disturbing is 
how ordinary items and popu-
lar apps were weaponized to 
create chaos in the heart of In-
dia’s capital.

The explosive that hides in 
plain sight
The blast was caused by an 
ANFO bomb, made from am-
monium nitrate and fuel oil. 
Now, ammonium nitrate might 
sound like a complex chemi-
cal, but it’s actually a common 
fertilizer that farmers use in 
their fields every day. When 
mixed with fuel oil, however, 
it transforms into a deadly ex-
plosive.

During a raid in Faridabad, 
Haryana, police discovered ap-
proximately 3,000 kg of explo-
sives at two houses, including 
350 kg of ammonium nitrate—
the same material used in the 

Red Fort attack. That’s enough 
explosive material to cause 
multiple devastating attacks. 
The sheer quantity found raises 
serious questions about how 
such large amounts were accu-
mulated without detection.

The human element behind 
the horror
Intelligence sources believe 
four terrorists were involved in 
the Red Fort blast—three men 
and one woman who disguised 
themselves as doctors. This de-
tail is particularly unsettling. 
Doctors are symbols of healing 
and trust in our society. Using 
this profession as a cover 
shows how terror groups ex-
ploit our basic human tendency 

to trust healthcare workers.
Three suspects have been ar-

rested: Adil Ahmad Rather, 
Mujammil Shakeel, and Sha-
heena Shahid. The fourth per-
son, Umar Mohammed, is be-
lieved to have died in the blast 
itself. Forensic evidence indi-
cates the bomb was detonated 
manually, and CCTV footage 
confirms he never exited the 
vehicle after entering Delhi on 
Monday morning.

When your messaging app 
becomes a terror tool
Umar Mohammad was part of 
a radical doctors’ group that 
used Telegram to plan and 
communicate. The blast ap-
pears to have been triggered in 

panic after two of his doctor 
associates were arrested for 
their connection to JeM’s ter-
ror network.

For most of us, Telegram is 
just another way to chat with 
friends or join interest groups. 
But terrorists have discovered 
its appeal too. The app’s simple 
design, public channels, and 
strong encryption have made it 
popular worldwide, but these 
same features also make it at-
tractive for criminal activities.

While legitimate users like 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky have used Tele-
gram for positive purposes 
such as rallying people during 
the Russian invasion, the plat-
form is increasingly being ex-
ploited for terrorism, crime, 
fake news, and hate speech.

The women’s wing: A new 
threat
Investigators believe Shaheena 
Shahid heads JeM’s India op-
erations for its women’s wing, 
called Jamat ul-Muminat, 
which intelligence reports say 
was formed in August 2025 
after Operation Sindoor. The 
group has placed Masood 
Azhar’s sister, Sadiya Azhar, in 

charge, and she along with her 
sister Samaira Azhar has been 
conducting 40-minute online 
sessions to influence and re-
cruit women.

This represents a dangerous 
evolution in terror tactics. By 
specifically targeting women 
for recruitment, these groups 
are expanding their reach into 
demographics that traditionally 
received less scrutiny from se-
curity agencies.

The takeaway
The Red Fort blast demon-
strates how terrorists are 
adapting to modern times. 
They’re using common chem-
icals, trusted professions as 
disguises, and popular apps 
for coordination. The most ef-
fective counter-terrorism strat-
egy isn’t just about physical 
security—it’s about aware-
ness. Understanding how ev-
eryday tools can be misused is 
the first step in preventing 
future attacks. As citizens, 
staying alert and reporting 
suspicious activities remains 
our collective responsibility in 
keeping our nation safe.

GIRISH LINGANNA 
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TECH-ERA TERROR

QUICK READ
Delhi primary schools 

to switch to hybrid 
mode classes

Ind candidate stages 
sit-in protest amid 

peaceful voting

Bihar logs record 
67.14% polling  

till 5 pm

New Delhi
Following a dip in air 

quality in Delhi, Stage III 
(Severe) measures under 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) kicked 
in on Tuesday, and the 

government told schools 
to switch to hybrid mode 

for primary students up to 
Class V from Wednesday. 
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 

Gupta announced that 
safety measures are being 
taken at speed in light of 
GRAP stage III. Till Class 
V, online classes will be 

conducted from Wednes-
day. Hybrid mode will be 

in force in schools, she 
said. Citing the decision of 
Commission for Air Quali-
ty Management (CAQM) 
to involve GRAP Stage III, 
the Delhi government’s 
Education government 

said in circular.

Jaipur
Amid largely peaceful 
polling in the Anta as-

sembly constituency on 
Tuesday, a new contro-
versy unfolded when in-

dependent candidate 
Naresh Meena staged a 

sit-in protest on a muddy 
road in Sankali village, 

where villagers boycotted 
voting over local develop-
ment issues. According to 
officials, voters were not 
allowed to carry mobile 

phones inside polling 
stations as per Election 
Commission guidelines. 
In Sankali village, locals 

boycotted voting, de-
manding the construc-

tion of a road and a cre-
mation ground. 

New Delhi
Bihar registered an esti-

mated voter turnout of re-
cord 67.14 per cent by 5 
p.m. on Tuesday in the 

second and final phase of 
the Assembly elections. 
This round has not only 

recorded the highest-ever 
turnout achieved in the 

state in any Assembly or 
Lok Sabha elections, but 

the final number after the 
completion of the entire 
process will further spike 
the total percentage. The 
first phase witnessed the 
highest-ever percentage 
of electors in any Assem-
bly polling, 2.09 per cent 

more than the earlier high 
of 62.57 per cent 
achieved in 2020.

2 more associated with gangster-
terror module arrested in Punjab

Punjab police arrested two more members of a gangster-terror  
module linked to UK handlers, recovering arms and ammunition

CHANDIGARH
 

The Punjab Police’s Special 
Operation Cell (SOC) in Amrit-
sar, in a coordinated operation 
with the Counter Intelligence 
(CI) unit of Pathankot, arrested 
two more individuals connected 
to a gangster-terror module op-
erating across several districts. 
The arrests mark another break-
through in the ongoing crack-
down against transnational 
criminal networks attempting to 
disturb peace in the state, Di-
rector General of Police (DGP) 
Gaurav Yadav said on Tuesday.

Those arrested have been 
identified as Harpreet Singh of 
Baupur Afgana in Gurdaspur 
and Navpreet Singh of Machhi-
wal village in Amrit-
sar. Police recovered a 
sophisticated 9mm 
Glock pistol, three 
magazines, and five 
live cartridges from 
their possession.

DGP Yadav said 
preliminary investigations re-
vealed that the duo was acting 
on instructions from their UK-
based handler, who had sup-
plied the weapon and assigned 

them to conduct reconnaissance 
of specific targets in Gurdaspur, 
Batala, and Amritsar. The ac-
cused were planning targeted 

killings intended to 
create panic and com-
munal unrest in the 
state, he said.

Earlier, two other 
members of the same 
module were arrested, 
leading to the recov-

ery of a hand grenade and a 
pistol. The latest arrests were 
made following sustained in-
vestigations into that case.

Assistant Inspector General 

(AIG) Sukhminder Singh Mann 
stated that acting on intelligence 
gathered during earlier opera-
tions, teams from the Special 
Operation Cell and Counter In-
telligence carried out a detailed 
probe to trace the module’s net-
work. Their efforts led to the 
identification and capture of the 
two suspects. Further investiga-
tions are underway to identify 
the network’s backward and for-
ward linkages, dismantle its in-
frastructure, and trace foreign 
handlers. Officials said more 
arrests and recoveries are ex-
pected in the coming days.

HM reviews Delhi blast 
probe; multi-state searches, 

tightened security across NCR

NEW DELHI
 

Stressing on the seamless co-
ordination among agencies, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah directed the NIA, IB, and 
Delhi Police Special Cell to 
work closely, asserting, “No 
stone will be left unturned.” 

Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting to assess the 
ongoing investigation into the 
Delhi blast and multi-state 
searches at his residence here 
on Tuesday, he said high 
alerts have been issued in 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
and Mumbai, with security 
tightened around crowded 
markets, transport hubs, and 
religious sites as the probe 
continues at full pace.

Union Home Secretary 
Govind Mohan, Intelligence 
Bureau Director Tapan Kumar 
Deka, Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Satish Golcha, and Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) Director General Sad-
anand Vasant Date were pres-

ent. Jammu and Kashmir 
DGP Nalin Prabhat joined the 
meeting virtually. 
‘Multi-agency probe on 
rapid pace’

A team of over 500 security 
personnel has been mobilised 
to investigate the blast, while 
the National Security Guard 
(NSG) has been deployed at 
critical installations across 
Delhi-NCR, according to Del-
hi police sources.

Over 1,000 CCTV footage 
are being examined, and ini-
tial findings suggest the ex-
plosion could have been a 
suicide bomb attack intended 
to cause large-scale destruc-
tion, sources said.

Investigators are also ana-
lysing mobile phone dump 
data and monitoring social 
media for leads. Dump data 
from all devices active near 
the Red Fort area at the time 
of the explosion is being re-
trieved to trace communica-
tion links that might reveal 
key suspects, they added.

Why such incidents keep 
happening, asks Akhilesh 

Yadav on Delhi blast
LUCKNOW

 
Samajwadi Party (SP) Presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on Tues-
day criticised the Union gov-
ernment over Monday’s dead-
ly blast in Delhi, questioning 
repeated security lapses and 
calling for strong action 
against those responsible. Ad-
dressing a press conference 
here, Akhilesh Ya-
dav said Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi has assured 
an investigation 
into the incident, 
and the nation now 
expects the truth to 
come out soon.

A strong crackdown on ter-
rorism is necessary, he said, 
adding, but it’s equally im-
portant to understand why 
such incidents keep recurring 
and where the lapses occur. 
Referring to the Prime Minis-
ter’s statement, Akhilesh Ya-
dav said: We have full faith 
that the Prime Minister and 
the government will reveal 
who was behind such a major 
incident -- that too in the na-
tional capital, at a site that 
symbolises our independence. 
Such an act at a place repre-

senting the country’s freedom 
is deeply condemnable.

We must trust the investi-
gating agencies, but we must 
also introspect -- where are 
we failing, and why do such 
incidents continue to happen? 
he asked.

Turning to the Bihar As-
sembly elections, Akhilesh 
Yadav claimed that the first 

phase of polling 
has clearly indicat-
ed a setback for the 
BJP.

The first phase 
has made it clear 
that the BJP is los-
ing the Bihar elec-
tions.  Half the 

votes have already been cast, 
and the people have given 
their verdict. The Grand Alli-
ance will secure a clear ma-
jority, he said, adding that the 
SP firmly stands against divi-
sive politics.

The SP chief said his party 
is training its cadre to help el-
igible citizens get their names 
added to the voters’ list and to 
strengthen the organisation at 
the grassroots level. This is 
not just a political battle; it is 
a battle of ideas and vision, he 
remarked.

Army to install wind turbines at 20 locations along border
SHIMLA

 
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on 
Tuesday met with senior officers 
of the Army's Central Command 
and reviewed a proposal to in-
stall wind turbines at 20 loca-
tions with a combined generation 
capacity of nearly 80,000 kWh 
annually along the international 
border. The Chief Minister as-

sured the Army of the state gov-
ernment's full cooperation in the 
execution of its projects.

It was informed during the 
meeting that the Army is consid-
ering setting up a wind turbine 
project at 20 locations in the bor-
der areas for which the detailed 
project report has been prepared. 
The project is expected to gener-
ate between 68,000 and 80,000 
kWh of energy annually, suffi-

cient to electrify 120 to 160 
households. Chief Minister 
Sukhu noted with satisfaction 
that the border tourism initiative, 
launched jointly by the state gov-
ernment and the Army, is show-
ing encouraging results.

Tourist inflow in the border 
regions has seen a remarkable 
rise from around 21,000 visitors 
in 2024 to over 70,000 in 2025, 
a three-and-a-half-fold increase, 

he said. The Chief Minister di-
rected officials to ensure has-
sle-free facilities for tourists vis-
iting the border areas to enhance 
their overall experience.

Chief Minister Sukhu also in-
formed that the state government 
has written to the Union Govern-
ment regarding the resumption of 
trade activities through Shipki La 
and that positive indications have 
been received.

Jilted lover slits woman’s 
throat at bus stand in Balaghat

BALAGHAT
 

In a chilling act of violence and 
apathy that has sent shock-
waves through Madhya 
Pradesh, a 23-year-old woman 
was brutally murdered in broad 
daylight at a busy bus stop, her 
throat slit by a jilted lover while 
onlookers filmed the incident 

instead of intervening and help-
ing the victim. The gruesome 
attack that was captured on 
multiple mobile phones, oc-
cured around 11 a.m. on Tues-
day at Amgaon Fata in the 
Baihar tehsil of Balaghat dis-
trict, turning a routine morning 
commute into a scene of un-
imaginable horror.
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India receives global 
support after deadly 

Delhi blast

Thousands join 
Bhutan King in praying 
for Delhi blast victims

Dublin
Condolences pour in from 
several world leaders and 

foreign envoys to India 
following the deadly car 
blast near the Red Fort 
Metro Station in Delhi, 

which claimed eight lives 
and left several injured. 
The blast occurred on 

Monday evening when a 
Haryana-registered car 

parked near Gate No.1 of 
the Red Fort Metro Sta-
tion exploded, killing at 

least eight people and in-
juring dozens. Ireland’s 

Deputy Prime Minister Si-
mon Harris took to his so-
cial media to extend soli-

darity with the people 
and the Indian  
government.

Thimphu
Bhutanese King Druk Gy-

alpo on Tuesday led a 
prayer for the victims of 
the Delhi blast, during a 
ceremony at Changli-
methang Stadium in 

Thimphu. He was joined 
by thousands of Bhuta-

nese people who ex-
pressed solidarity with In-
dia. The Bhutanese lead-

ership conveyed their 
heartfelt condolences on 
the tragic loss of lives in 
the car blast near Delhi’s 
Red Fort Metro Station. 

The blast occurred in New 
Delhi on Monday evening 

when a Haryana-regis-
tered car parked near 

Gate No. 1 of the Red Fort 
Metro Station exploded, 
killing at least eight peo-
ple and injuring dozens.

Amid tensions with US, high 
inflation back on Venezuela streets
CARACAS

 
As Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro faces grow-
ing US military pressure and 
calls for his resignation, an 
old foe is returning to haunt 
him in his own backyard: In-
flation, one of Venezuela’s 
chronic economic maladies, is 
on the rise again.

Prices are growing every 
day, said Yon Michael Her-
nandez, 25, a motorcycle taxi 
driver in the slum of Petare, 
east of Caracas.

Corn flour is 220 bolivars 
today, it may be 240 tomor-
row and 260 the day after, and 
the same package that might 
have cost you one dollar 15 
days ago is worth three now, 
Hernandez told CNN. He re-
ferred to the Venezuelan cur-
rency and to the pre-cooked 
flour used to make arepas, the 
ubiquitous corn pancakes that 
are a daily staple.

In the three months since the 
Pentagon deployed warships 
and aircraft in a campaign that 
the White House said was 
aimed at drug traffickers from 
Venezuela, the bolivar has de-
preciated around 70% against 
the US dollar, according to data 
from the central bank, hemor-
rhaging one point every day.

In the illegal but widely used 
currency black market, the drop 
has been just as steep. At the 
official rate, the US dollar is 

pegged at about 231 Venezuelan 
bolivars. On the black market, a 
dollar is worth roughly a third 
more. The Venezuelan govern-
ment prohibits publishing black 
market exchange rates.

The surge in inflation is 
linked – although only partially 
– with the growing tensions be-
tween the Trump administration 
and the Maduro government, 
which has been under US Trea-
sury Department sanctions for 
almost a decade.

CHRONIC ECONOMIC MALADIESSU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s Puzzle

India-Chile to deepen co-op 
across diverse sectors

The areas include trade, investment, health, pharmaceuticals,  
mining, education, space, and defence

SANTIAGO
 

India and Chile held their 9th 
round of Foreign Office Con-
sultations in Santiago, reaf-
firming their shared commit-
ment to strengthening cooper-
ation across a wide spectrum 
of sectors, including trade, 
investment, health, pharma-
ceuticals, mining, education, 
space, and defence.

The meeting, co-chaired by 
P Kumaran, Secretary (East) 
in India’s Ministry of External 
Affairs, and Ambassador Ro-
drigo Olsen, Secretary Gener-
al of Chile’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, reviewed prog-
ress on discussions held earli-
er between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and President 
Gabriel Boric during the lat-
ter’s state visit to India in 
April 2025. Both sides agreed 

to accelerate negotiations to-
ward a Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) for early conclusion, 
emphasizing its potential to 
boost economic growth and 
bilateral trade.

India requested Chile to 
consider long-term agree-
ments for the supply of min-
eral resources, while both 
countries expressed intent to 
diversify cooperation into 

emerging fields such as Digi-
tal Public Infrastructure, 
green energy, and innovation. 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) highlighted 
that visa facilitation for Indi-
an professionals and busi-
ness visitors was discussed, 
including Chile’s proposed 
multiple-entry visa for Indi-
an businesspersons, an-
nounced earlier this year by 
President Boric.

The consultations also ex-
plored cooperation in cus-
toms, recognition of Indian 
pharmacopoeia, traditional 
medicine and Yoga, social se-
curity, capacity building in 
security, education, and sci-
ence and technology. Addi-
tionally, both nations under-
scored the importance of en-
hancing people-to-people ties 
through cultural exchanges 
and educational linkages.

The MEA stated that the di-
alogue served as an important 
platform to assess ongoing 
collaborations and identify 
new avenues for partnership. 
Both sides reaffirmed their 
commitment to expediting 
pending agreements and ex-
panding cooperation in areas 
of mutual interest to foster a 
more comprehensive and fu-
ture-oriented partnership.

‘India-Afghan Friendship Dam’ 
eases again farmers of arid Herat
HERAT

 
The release of water from the 
Afghan-India Friendship 
Dam, also known locally as 
the Salma Dam, into the 
Harirud River this week has 
brought much-needed relief 
to farmers in Afghanistan’s 
Herat province, who have 
been  s t rugg l ing  under 
drought-like conditions, ac-
cording to local reports.

Jointly inaugurated by for-
mer Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani and Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on June 
4, 2016, the dam remains one 
of the most significant sym-
bols of India-Afghanistan 
cooperation. Located in 
Chist-e-Sharif in western Af-
ghanistan, the multipurpose 
project was designed to gen-
erate 42 MW of electricity, 
irrigate 75,000 hectares of 
farmland, and provide water 
for domestic and industrial 
use.

With a massive storage ca-
pacity of approximately 633 
million cubic metres, the Sal-
ma Dam stands 104.3 metres 
high and stretches 540 metres 
in length. The dam’s release 
of water this week is expect-
ed to rejuvenate agriculture 
in the region, significantly 

benefiting farmers whose 
livelihoods depend on irriga-
tion from the Harirud River.

Constructed by WAPCOS 
Ltd., a Government of India 
enterprise under the Ministry 
of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Re-
juvenation, the project was 
completed after years of 
challenging work by around 
1,500 Indian and Afghan pro-
fessionals. The construction 
process faced numerous hur-
dles, including security 
threats and logistical chal-
lenges in transporting mate-
rials through Iran’s Band-
er-e-Abbas port to the Af-
ghan border—over 1,200 ki-
lometres away.

Security concerns have 
persisted even after comple-
tion, with militia groups at-
tempting attacks near the 
dam site in recent years. De-
spite these challenges, the 
Afghan administration’s de-
cision to release water has 
reaffirmed the project’s crit-
ical role in supporting re-
gional agriculture and the 
e n d u r i n g  l e g a c y  
of India-Afghanistan part-
nership in infrastructure and  
development.

Water release from 
Afghan-India Friendship 

Dam brings relief  to 
drought-hit Herat farmers

A symbol of  
close bonds

n �Inaugurated jointly by 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
former Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani on 
June 4, 2016, the dam 
remains one of the 
most significant sym-
bols of India-Afghani-
stan cooperation.

n �It is a multipurpose 
project planned for 
generating 42 MW 
of power, irrigating 
75,000 hectares of 
land, water supply and 
other benefits to the 
people of Afghanistan.

NCP warns of ‘ballot or 
bullet revolution’ in B’desh

DHAKA
 

As Bangladesh braces for its 
general elections in February 
2026, political tensions have 
escalated sharply with the Na-
tional Citizens Party (NCP) 
issuing a stark warning that it 
is prepared for either a ballot 
revolution or a bullet revolu-
tion. The provocative state-
ment came from NCP Chief 
Coordinator Nasiruddin Pat-
wary during a discussion held 
at the party’s headquarters in 
Dhaka, according to local me-
dia reports.

If Bangladesh continues on 
the democratic path, NCP is 
ready for a ballot revolution. 
But if blood must be shed, we 
are ready for a bullet revolu-
tion too, Patwary declared, as 
quoted by The Daily Star. The 
remark comes amid intensify-
ing clashes between political 
factions and growing uncer-
tainty over the country’s elec-
toral roadmap.

Patwary directly attacked 
the Bangladesh Nationalist 

Party (BNP), warning that if 
it resisted political reform, it 
would face the same fate as 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na’s regime. He also criticised 
leftist groups, accusing them 
of betraying the working class 
and aligning with BNP under 
the Consensus Commission 
for political convenience. 
They have sold their ideals 
for a few seats, he alleged.

Taking a veiled swipe at Ja-
maat-e-Islami, Patwary as-
serted that NCP rejects reli-
giously motivated politics, 
saying, We do not believe in 
politics that exploit religion 
for votes.

Meanwhile, NCP Joint 
Convener Sarwar Tushar ac-
cused BNP and Jamaat of ob-
structing institutional reforms 
and prioritising personal gain 
over national development. 
He also criticised the Muham-
mad Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment for becoming inac-
tive after drafting the July 
Charter, a proposed reform 
roadmap. 

LAHORE
 

In Pakistan, a fourth coup is 
seemingly underway. It’s the 
quietest one, and unlike most 
coups—takeovers at mid-
night, or with guns. This time, 
it’s constitutional with the 
help of a puppet regime. This 
soft coup would hollow out 
Pakistan further from within. 

The proposed 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment, which was 
passed by the Senate, legalis-
es military supremacy, plac-
ing the chain of command, 
nuclear authority, and even 
the judiciary under Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir’s control. 
Munir’s power grab is signif-
icant for New Delhi because 
it creates a dangerous asym-

metry with India, where the 
civilian leadership has the 
operational control of the de-
fence forces.

Pakistan has been scarred 
by three military coups since 
its formation, by Generals 
Ayub Khan (1958), Zia-ul-
Haq (1977) and Pervez 
Musharraf (1999). But a 
fourth coup, being staged by 

Asim Munir, might be the 
boldest consolidation of pow-
er by any military leader in 
Pakistan—something which 
both Zia and Musharraf 
couldn’t pull off.

The Constitutional Amend-
ment seeks to restructure the 
military hierarchy under Mu-
nir and eliminate rival posi-
tions. It reportedly also grants 

five-star generals like himself 
immunity from all kinds of 
legal proceedings, according 
to Pakistani journalist Imran 
Riaz Khan. A distinguished 
Pakistani lawyer, Makhdoom 
Ali Khan, described the 
amendment as a parallel au-
thority insulated from the 
very rule of law it is sworn to 
defend.

Asim Munir’s military coup in Pak, without the military

Arctic blast brings 
freezing temps, 

high winds in US
CHICAGO

 
Some of this autumn’s coldest 
weather yet is bearing down on 
the United States, enveloping 
the eastern two-thirds of the 
country in Arctic air and affect-
ing millions of people.

National Weather Service 
forecasters said the weather 
could bring record low tem-
peratures in the U.S. Southeast, 
including all of Florida, where 
parts of the state were near 80 
degrees (27 C) just a day ago.

The cold air brought gusty 
wind and red flag warnings in 
the Great Plains and forecasters 
said the Great Lakes and Appa-
lachian Mountain regions could 
see 4 inches (10 centimetres) to 
8 inches (20 centimetres) of 
snow, according to the Associ-
ated Press. Around Lake Erie, 
forecasters warned of possible 
lake-effect snow, where copi-
ous amounts can fall in rela-
tively narrow bands, drastical-
ly increasing snowfall near 
the water while leaving other 
nearby areas untouched. Cold 
weather warnings were issued 
for Ohio, West Virginia and 
Kentucky, with freezing tem-
peratures predicted for a large 
swath farther south, from Tex-
as and Oklahoma to Alabama 
and Georgia.

Hindu group takes CJI's 
Lord Vishnu remarks  

to Times Square
NEW YORK

 
Members of the Hindu diaspo-
ra gathered in New York City's 
Times Square for a digital bill-
board campaign and public 
rally organised to voice con-
cerns over recent remarks 
made by the Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) BR Gavai during a 
Supreme Court of India hear-
ing. The voiced opposition 
was organised by Stop Hindu 
Genocide.

The community on Novem-
ber 8, wrote an open letter ad-
dressed to CJI Gavai, circulat-
ed by organisers and available 
on the website StopHindu-
Genocide.org. The letter re-
ferred to a September 16 hear-
ing involving a petition to re-
store a historic idol of lord 
Vishnu at the Khajuraho tem-
ple site, overseen by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India. 
During the proceedings, the 
CJI reportedly suggested the 
petitioner seek divine interven-
tion through prayer, a com-
ment that some interpreted as 

dismissive of Hindu beliefs.
The event, which com-

menced in Duffy Square in 
New York City (Times Square) 
on November 8 and will re-
portedly go on till November 
12, drew attention to what or-
ganisers described as a per-
ceived insensitivity toward 
Hindu religious sentiments, 
urging a formal apology from 
the CJI. The Hindu group also 
targeted other Supreme Court 
judges, including former Chief 
Justices DY Chandrachud and 
UU Lalit, retired judge Abhay 
S Oka, and CJI-designate Jus-
tice Surya Kant, over past 
judgments and remarks they 
had made. The campaign fea-
tured digital billboards display-
ing messages calling for ac-
countability and respect for 
Hindus.

The participants were mainly 
Hindu NRIs and Hindu Amer-
icans, who carried banners 
highlighting a series of judicial 
rulings they believe warranted 
greater consideration of cultur-
al and religious contexts.

CHINA REMOVES TWO 
POPULAR LGBT APPS

HONG KONG
 

 Two of China’s most popular 
gay-dating apps have disap-
peared from app stores in the 
country, reinforcing fears of a 
widening crackdown on 
LGBTQ+ groups and online 
content.  ‘Blued’ and ‘Finka’ 
were not available on Apple’s 
App Store as of Tuesday and 
the apps had been erased from 
locally adapted platforms that 
serve Android devices.

The Google Play Store app is 
blocked in China as part of the 
government’s vast censorship 
apparatus known as the ‘Great 
Firewall’. China operates one 
of the world’s most extensive 
online censorship and surveil-
lance regimes that scrubs polit-
ical dissent and criticism of the 
ruling Communist Party’s lead-
ership and ideologies, including 
a drive against feminine por-
trayals of men in pop culture.

China’s LGBTQ+ communi-
ty has faced an intensifying 
crackdown since Xi Jinping 
came to power more than a de-
cade ago. Authorities have 
ramped up control over what 
they consider the undue influ-
ence of Western values, with 
Pride parades canceled, films 
and TV shows featuring same-
sex themes banned, and Chi-
na’s most popular messaging 
app WeChat shutting down 

dozens of LGBTQ accounts.
There has been no official 

announcement about the apps’ 
removal from the app stores in 
China, where regulators rou-
tinely remove content without 
explanation. But a source fa-
miliar with the matter told 
CNN that it appeared to be re-
lated to compliance issues.

CNN has reached out to Ap-
ple, Blued, Finka and the Cy-
berspace Administration of 
China for comment. Apple said 
it removed the apps from its 
China store after a request from 
the country’s internet regulator, 
tech website Wired reported.

Based on an order from the 
Cyberspace Administration of 
China, we have removed these 
two apps from the China store-
front only, the phone maker 
said in a statement to Wired, 
adding: We follow the laws in 
the countries where we operate.



India’s smartphone market hits 5 yr high in Q3 2025
MUMBAI

 
 India’s smartphone market 
surged to a five-year high in 
the third quarter of 2025 (Q3), 
growing 4.3 per cent year-
over-year (YoY) to reach 48 
million units, according to 
data released by the Interna-
tional Data Corporation (IDC) 
on Tuesday. The festive sea-
son and aggressive online 
promotions played a key role 
in boosting shipments across 
major brands.

Apple achieved its high-
est-ever quarterly shipments 
in India, crossing 5 million 

units for the first time and 
capturing the fourth spot in 
the market. The iPhone maker 
recorded a robust 25.6 per 
cent YoY growth, fueled by 

strong demand for both exist-
ing and newly launched mod-
els. The iPhone 16 emerged 
as the most-shipped smart-
phone in India during Q3, 

contributing 5 per cent of to-
tal market shipments. Mean-
while, the debut of the iPhone 
17 series and the new iPhone 
Air accounted for 16 per cent 
of Apple’s total Q3 shipments 
— marking its strongest 
launch-quarter performance 
since 2021.

IDC data showed that the 
mid -p remium segmen t 
(₹30,000–₹45,000 range) 
grew 10.7 per cent YoY, ex-
panding its market share from 
3 per cent to 4 per cent. Sam-
sung reclaimed the top spot, 
followed by OPPO and One-
Plus. The Galaxy S24 model 

alone contributed nearly 
one-quarter of total shipments 
in this price range, supported 
by aggressive discounting on 
major e-commerce platforms.

Strong festive promotions 
and flexible financing options 
drove Q3 shipment volumes. 
However, consumer demand 
remained concentrated in  
the premium segment, leaving 
the mass market under pres-
sure and creating inventory 
challenges heading into Q4 
2025, said Upasana Joshi, Se-
nior Research Manager,  
Devices Research, IDC Asia 
Pacific.

SMARTPHONE SURGE INDIA

QUICK READ

India’s pvt hospital 
sector to almost 

double to $202 bn

India’s job market 
shows steady revival 

with 11 pc hiring intent

US firm Federal Card 
Services enters India with 

$250 mn investment

New Delhi 
India’s private hospital 
sector is projected to 

reach $202.5 billion by 
2030 from an estimated 

$122.3 billion in 2025, 
driven by rising demand, 
private investment, gov-
ernment initiatives and 

technology adoption such 
as AI and telemedicine, a 
report said on Tuesday. 
India needs 2.4 million 

additional hospital beds, 
necessitating 2 billion 

square feet of space to 
build the healthcare infra-
structure, the report from 
credit rating agency Brick-

work Ratings said. The 
sector recorded 72 deals 
worth $3.5 billion in Q3 
2025, up 166 per cent 

quarter on quarter in total 
deal value.

New Delhi
The overall hiring intent 
in India for 2026 stands 
at 11 per cent, up from 
9.75 per cent in 2025, 

signalling a discernible 
improvement in em-

ployment sentiment, a 
report said on Tuesday. 

This uptick reflects India 
Inc’s transition from a 
phase of cautious re-

placement hiring to ac-
tive workforce expan-
sion. The optimism is 
led by the banking, fi-

nancial services and in-
surance (BFSI) sector. 
The sector leads hiring 

sentiment at 20 per 
cent, followed by core 

industries such as metal 
and mining, power, utili-
ties, steel, and cement 
at 12 per cent, a report 
by Taggd in collabora-

tion with Confederation 
of  Indian Industry 

(CII) stated.

Mumbai
US-based Federal Card 
Services (FCS) on Tues-
day announced its entry 
in India with an invest-
ment of $250 million 

across its three core busi-
ness pillars -- technology, 
real estate, and services. 
As part of this expansion, 
the global leader in pre-

mium metal and sustain-
able payment cards is de-
veloping its first manufac-
turing facility in Pune. The 

new plant will produce 
100 per cent metal cards 
and biodegradable cards, 

marking a major mile-
stone in India’s growing 
fintech manufacturing 

ecosystem.
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Rajnath stresses innovation to 
make India a global tech leader
Defence Minister Highlights Expanding Defence Industrial Base at Defence Dialogue
NEW DELHI

 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Tuesday under-
scored India’s growing tech-
nological prowess, stating that 
the country’s defence indus-
trial base is rapidly expanding 
through synergy between the 
Defence Research and Devel-
o p m e n t  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(DRDO), the Armed Forces, 
industry, and academia. He 
said this collaboration has 
created a virtuous cycle of re-
search, testing, field feedback, 
and innovation that is propel-
ling India toward self-reliance 
in defence technologies.

Addressing the inaugural 
session of the Delhi Defence 
Dialogue, organised by the 
Manohar Parrikar Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses 
(MP-IDSA) on the theme 
‘Harnessing New Age Tech-
nology for Defence Capabili-

ty Development’, Singh said 
India must transition from 
being a consumer to a creator 
of technology. This, he 
stressed, requires not only ac-
quiring cutting-edge innova-
tions but also creating an eco-
system where niche products 
can thrive through agile insti-
tutions, streamlined process-
es, and strong collaboration 
between soldiers, scientists, 
startups, and strategists.

India can no longer be con-
tent with merely catching up 
to global innovation, the min-
ister asserted, calling for a 
cultural shift that prioritises 
collaboration over silos and 
agility over bureaucratic de-
lay.

Highlighting key govern-
ment initiatives such as Inno-
vations for Defence Excel-
lence (iDEX) and the Tech-
nology Development Fund 

(TDF), Singh said these plat-
forms are fostering a new 
generation of innovators and 
entrepreneurs contributing to 
national security. They are the 
architects of a future where 
cutting-edge technologies — 
from autonomous systems 
and quantum sensors to ad-
vanced materials and space-
based surveillance — will 
bear the imprint of Indian in-
genuity, he said.

Rajmargyatra app 
surges to top of charts
NEW DELHI

 
 The government on Tuesday 
announced that the Rajmarg-
yatra mobile application for 
FASTag services has become 
one of the most popular apps 
in India, climbing to 23rd 
overall and second in the trav-
el category on Google Play, 
with over 15 lakh downloads. 
The app achieved this mile-
stone just days after the 
launch of the FASTag Annual 
Pass feature, earning an im-
pressive 4.5-star user rating.

According to an official 
statement, India’s road infra-
structure continues to witness 
unprecedented growth. The 
country’s total road network 
has surpassed 63 lakh kilome-
tres, while the National High-
way network has expanded to 
1,46,204 kilometres as of 
March 2025 — marking a 60 
per cent increase since 2013–
14. Between 2014 and 2025, 
India added 54,917 kilometres 
of new national highways, re-
flecting the government’s sus-
tained focus on connectivity 
and infrastructure develop-
ment.

FASTag penetration across 
India has reached 98 per cent, 
with over 8 crore users na-
tionwide. The recently intro-
duced FASTag Annual Pass 
has already attracted 25 lakh 
users, facilitating around 5.67 
crore transactions within two 
months of its August launch. 

The government credited the 
success of Rajmargyatra and 
FASTag for enhancing com-
muter convenience, digital 
transparency, and toll effi-
ciency across the national 
highway network.

In line with the push for 
sustainable infrastructure, the 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways highlighted 
initiatives like the Green 
Highways Mission and Mis-
sion Amrit Sarovar. Under 
these programs, the National 
Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI) planted 56 lakh sap-
lings in 2023–24 and 67.47 
lakh in 2024–25, taking the 
cumulative total to over 4.69 
crore trees. Additionally, 467 
water bodies have been devel-
oped under Mission Amrit 
Sarovar, contributing 2.4 crore 
cubic metres of soil for high-
way construction and saving 
approximately ₹16,690 crore. 
The government also reported 
the use of over 631 lakh met-
ric tonnes of recycled materi-
als — including fly ash, plas-
tic waste, and reused asphalt 
— in 2023–24, underscoring 
India’s growing commitment 
to digitalisation and green in-
frastructure.

Government Highlights 
Digital Transformation, 
Sustainability in India’s 

Expanding Highway 
Network.

: India’s mutual fund AUM hits record K79.87 lakh crore in October, 
rises 5.6% month-on-month

Indian mutual fund industry’s AUM 
hits all-time high of 79.87 lakh crore
MUMBAI

 
The total assets under manage-
ment (AUM) of India's mutual 
fund industry rose by Rs 4.26 
lakh crore, or 5.63 per cent 
month-on-month (MoM), to 
reach an all-time high at Rs 
79.87 lakh crore in October, 
according to data released by 
the Association of Mutual 
Funds in India (AMFI) on 
Tuesday. The mutual fund in-
dustry had an AUM of Rs 
75.61 lakh crore in September. 

The AUM of equity funds 
increased to Rs 35.16 lakh 
crore in the month under re-
view, up from Rs 33.7 lakh 
crore in the previous month. 
Additionally, according to 
AMFI data, the number of mu-
tual fund folios also saw a de-
cent uptick to 256 million in 
the month, up from 251.9 mil-

lion in September.
During the period, a total of 

18  new schemes  were 
launched across open-ended 
and all categories, raising a to-
tal of Rs 6,062 crore.

According to AMFI data, net 
equity inflows stood at Rs 
24,690 crore. The inflow in 
gold ETF during the month to-
talled Rs 7,743 crore, down 
from a record Rs 8,363 crore 
in September.

Meanwhile, small-cap funds 
saw investments of Rs 3,476 
crore, mid-cap funds attracted 

Rs 3,807 crore, mutual fund 
houses infused Rs 8,929 crore 
in flexi-cap funds, and large-
cap funds saw an investment 
of Rs 972 crore.

Total inflows into debt funds 
stood at Rs 1.59 lakh crore for 
the month, compared to Rs 
1.01 lakh crore in September.

At the same time, liquid 
funds saw the highest inflows 
of Rs 89,375 crore, followed 
by overnight funds with Rs 
24,050 crore, and money mar-
ket funds with Rs 17,916 
crore.

According to the data, the 
investment in the overall hy-
brid mutual funds was Rs 
14,156 crore, compared to Rs 
9,397 crore in September. 
Multi-asset allocation funds 
saw inflows of Rs 5,344 crore, 
compared to Rs 4,982 crore in 
the previous month.

SIP inflows hit all-time 
high of K29,529 cr in Oct
MUMBAI

 
The systematic investment 
plan (SIP) inflow in October 
registered a month-on-month 
(MoM) growth to reach an 
all-time high of Rs 29,529 
crore compared to Rs 29,361 
crore in September, data from 
the Association of Mutual 
Funds in India (AMFI) 
showed on Tuesday. Despite 
volatility in the domestic eq-
uity market during the month, 
the steady growth in SIP in 
the month reflects the strong 
retail participation, which led 
the mutual fund industry’s to-
tal assets under management 
(AUM) to increase to Rs 
79.87 lakh crore  f rom  
Rs 75.61 lakh crore a month 
earlier.

Continued SIP inflow re-
mains the most encouraging 
strength, holding steady at 
around Rs 29,500 crore. This 
underlines the maturity and 
resilience of retail investors, 
who are staying disciplined 
with their long-term wealth 
creation goals despite short-
term market fluctuations, said 
Suranjana Borthakur, Head of 
Distribution and Strategic Al-
liances, Mirae Asset Invest-
ment Managers (India). We 
believe investors should con-
tinue their SIPs, as staying 
invested through market  
cycles remains the best way 
to build wealth over time,  

she added.
The general reading from 

the fund flows data shows that 
overall, investors remain con-
fident of equities and continue 
allocating large amounts to 
equities, however, some in-
vestors feel less confident and 
are allocating to debt-oriented 
schemes like arbitrage, multi 
asset, and corporate bond 
funds and also to gold, said 
Dr. Vikas Gupta, CEO and 
Chief Investment Strategist at 
OmniScience Capital. Mean-
while, gold exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs) continued to at-
tract steady investor interest 
with net inflows of Rs 7,743 
crore, the data showed.

With cumulative net inflows 
of Rs 27,573 crore in 2025, 
gold ETFs remain among the 
most resilient segments in the 
passive space, reaffirming 
their growing role in portfolio 
stability and risk mitigation, 
said Nehal Meshram, Senior 
Analyst – Manager Research, 
Morningstar Investment Re-
search India.

IndiGo begins daily flights 
between Delhi & Guangzhou
NEW DELHI

 
Low-cost airline IndiGo on 
Tuesday said it has com-
menced daily, non-stop flights 
between Delhi and Guang-
zhou, China. This new route 
will further strengthen direct 
connectivity between the two 
nations by connecting the na-
tional capital and a key avia-
tion hub with Guangzhou – a 
major business and manufac-
turing centre in Southern  
China. 

The flights on this route 
will be operated using Indi-
Go’s A320neo aircraft, offer-

ing affordable, convenient, 
and comfortable travel expe-
rience on the route.

Following the successful 
resumption of our Kolkata–
Guangzhou flights, we are 
delighted to further expand 
IndiGo’s presence in China 
with this new daily connec-
tion from Delhi. This new 
route from the Indian Capital 
and our largest domestic hub, 
will strengthen travel options 
and encourage economic and 
cultural exchange between the 
two countries, said Pieter El-
bers, Chief Executive Officer 
at IndiGo.

India poised to 
become 3rd largest 
consumer market

NEW DELHI
 

India, at its current rate of 
growth, is likely to emerge as 
the world's third-largest con-
sumer market in 2026 and 
third-largest economy by 
2028, next only to the US 
and China, according to a 
UBS report. India's house-
hold consumption nearly 
doubled in the past decade to 
$2.4 trillion in 2024, record-
ing a 7.9 per cent CAGR, 
stronger than China, the US 
and Germany. Our estimates 
indicate India's consumer 
market is on track to become 
the world's third largest in 
2026, well before its GDP 
does by 2028, according to 
the UBS report.

India’s real GDP growth is 
likely to stabilise at 6.4 per 
cent year-on year in FY27 
and 6.5 per cent in FY28, on 
supportive policy and strong 
domestic demand, making it 
the fastest growing economy 
in the Asia Pacific (APAC) 
region in 2027, followed by 
Philippines (GDP growth at 
6.1 per cent) and Indonesia at 
5.1 per cent, the report states. 
The report further says that 
GDP growth in the case of 
the US is expected to slow 
from 1.9 per cent in 2025 to 
1.7 per cent in 2026 and re-
cover to 1.9 per cent in 2027. 
Real GDP growth in China, 
is likely to slow to 4.5 per 
cent in 2026 (from 4.9 per 
cent in 2025), as the Asian 
giant’s exports are expected 
to take a hit. UBS' growth 
forecast for India is, howev-
er, subject to a downside risk 
due to uncertainty related to 
US trade policy and India's 
policy response.

Firstly, in case the Donald 
Trump administration’s 50 
per cent trade tariff persists, 
it could pull down growth by 
around 50 basis points in 
FY27 and there would be a 
knock-on impact on employ-
ment, consumption and busi-
ness confidence, with a fur-
ther drag on investment.

MapmyIndia Mappls to digitally 
power Survey of India

NEW DELHI
 

Homegrown digital maps and 
platforms company Mapmy-
India Mappls on Tuesday an-
nounced that it has entered 
into key agreements with gov-
ernment-run Survey of India 
and Indian Oil Corporation 
Ltd. MapmyIndia Mappls will 
power Survey of India’s Na-
tional Geo Platform, while 
IOCL will leverage its IoT-
based location tech solutions 
with the company.

These deals, according to 
the company, will bolster its 
platforms and IoT suite of 
solutions and increase its 
footprint in government busi-
ness and related sectors. 
These, along with the DMRC 
partnership and the expected 
contract with the Indian Rail-
ways, will significantly ex-
pand the company’s footprint 
in these sectors, the statement 
said.

Rakesh Verma, Co-founder 
and Chairman and Managing 
Director, MapmyIndia Map-
pls, expressed his satisfaction 
in offering solutions and tech 
to two of India’s leading or-
ganisations that are of im-
mense national importance - 
Survey of India, India’s pre-
mier topographic mapping 
agency for over two centuries 
and the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion, India’s leading Oil man-
ufacturing and marketing, 
Maharatna company.

The company will power 
the Survey of India's National 
Geo-Platform by standardis-
ing, sharing, and managing 
foundational geospatial data-
sets such as administrative 
boundaries, digital elevation 

models, geodetic reference 
frames and geographical 
names.

It will facilitate seamless 
access to accurate and author-
itative spatial data through 
web services, APIs, and mo-
bile applications, promoting 
data interoperability and col-
laboration among government 
departments, academia, and 
industry. For IOCL, the map-
ping company will develop 
and deploy an integrated and 
enterprise-level vehicle track-
ing and management system 
for its entire fleet of LPG 
Truck Vehicles on a pan-India 
basis.

To enhance cost optimisa-
tion, driver safety and asset 
security, the Internet of 
Things-based suite comprises 
geofencing, route generation 
and optimisation, journey risk 
management, fleet visibility, 
and emergency response fea-
tures.
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Priyanka Upendra 
Shines in Emotional 

Drama ‘September 21’
Actress Priyanka Up-

endra, known for her 
strong and diverse 

performances, is set to ap-
pear in a completely new 
role in her upcoming bilin-
gual film September 21. The 
movie, shot in both Hindi 
and Kannada, has finished 
post-production and is ex-
pected to release in 2026.

The film marks the direc-
torial debut of 21-year-old 
Karen Krishti Suvarna and 
will be screened at the 56th 
International Film Festival 
of India (IFFI), to be held in 
Goa from November 20 to 
24. To celebrate Priyanka 
Upendra’s birthday, the 
makers plan to unveil the 
first poster of the movie.

Speaking about her role, 
Priyanka said, This is one of 
the most challenging charac-

ters I have ever played. For 
the first time, I portray a 
middle-class woman, and 
the young director has 
brought it to life beautifully.

The film features noted 
Bollywood actors including 
Praveen Singh Sisodiya, Za-
rina Wahab, Amit Behl, Ajit 
Shidaye, and Sachin Patekar 
in important roles.

September 21 deals with 
Alzheimer’s disease, focusing 
on the emotional journey of 
patients and the struggles of 
their caregivers. It highlights 
the pain and choices faced by 
families when memory fades 
but love remains.

The story is written by 
Rajshekhar, with music 
composed by Vinay Chandra 
and cinematography by Anil 
Kumar. The film is jointly 
produced by FMD Visic 
Films and Film Max Pro-
ductions, in collaboration 
with Hamara Movie, found-
ed by filmmaker Imtiaz Ali’s 
wife, Preeti Ali.

‘Mask’ 
trailer 

and 
music 

launched 
in grand 

event

The trailer and music 
of the upcoming 
Tamil film Mask 

were launched in a grand 
ceremony attended by film 
stars, technicians, and the 
media. The film, produced 
by Andrea Jeremiah and 
S.P. Sokkalingam under 
The Show Must Go On and 
Black Madras Films, marks 
the directorial debut of 
Vikarnan Ashok, who 
worked under the mentor-

ship of acclaimed film-
maker Vetrimaaran.

Mask features Ka-
vin, Andrea Jeremiah, 
and Ruhani Sharma in 
lead roles and is slated 
for a theatrical release 

on November 21, 

2025. Speaking at the 
event, producer-actor An-
drea Jeremiah said, This 
day is very special to me 
— I’ve waited two years 
for it. I thank Vetrimaaran 
sir for his guidance and my 
co-star Kavin for his sup-
port. Producing this film 
has been a fulfilling jour-
ney, and I look forward to 
making many more.

Actor Kavin shared that 
he enjoyed his role as a 
politician, adding, The di-
rector and producer worked 
hard to make this possible. 

The climax will definitely 
leave an impact.

Director Vikarnan Ashok 
expressed gratitude to his 
mentor and the team, call-
ing Mask a collective labor 
of passion.

Special guests Vijay Seth-
upathi, G.V. Prakash Ku-
mar, and R.D. Rajasekhar 
attended the event, praising 
the film’s team. Vetrimaaran 
lauded Andrea for stepping 
into production and wished 
the film great success.

With its strong perfor-
mances, vibrant music, and 
striking visuals, Mask 
promises to bring a fresh 
cinematic experience to 
Tamil  audiences this 
month.

Rajamouli, Mahesh Babu, and Priyanka 
Chopra gear up for ‘Globetrotter’ 

Director S.S. Rajamouli 
is set to unveil his 
much -an t i c ipa t ed 

project SSMB29—
starring Ma-
hesh Babu, 

Priyanka Chopra, and Prithvi-
raj Sukumaran—with a spec-
tacular title-reveal event on 
November 15, 2025, at Ramo-
ji Film City.

The event, reportedly titled 
the Globetrotter Celebration, 
is expected to be one of the 
biggest film gatherings ever, 
with nearly 50,000 fans an-
ticipated to attend. The set-
up will include a massive 

100-foot-tall, 130-foot-
wide s tage and 

screen, promising 
a visual specta-
cle befitting Ra-
jamouli’s repu-
tation for gran-
deur.

A recent teas-
er video featur-
ing Priyanka 
Chopra has al-

ready set the in-
ternet abuzz. In 
i t ,  she quips, 
Why am I always 
in Hyderabad? 
It’s the world’s 
worst-kept se-
cret. And it’s fi-

nally time to tell you. Join us 
on November 15 for the big 
reveal at Ramoji Film City. 
The clip has fueled excite-
ment about her long-awaited 
return to Indian cinema after 
six years.

SSMB29 is described as a 
globe-trotting jungle adven-
ture blending action, drama, 
and fantasy elements—mark-
ing a bold new storytelling 
direction for Rajamouli. The 
first look of Prithviraj Suku-
maran as Kumbha was re-
leased earlier, adding to the 
buzz surrounding the film.

While the official title re-
mains undisclosed, specula-
tion is rife that it may be 
called Varanasi. The Novem-
ber 15 event is expected to 
include character reveals, a 
teaser screening, and a 
glimpse into the film’s ex-
pansive visual universe. 
With Mahesh Babu leading 
the adventure and Rajamou-
li at the helm, SSMB29 
promises to be one of India’s 
most ambitious cinematic 
experiences yet.

Allu Arjun 
expresses grief 

over Delhi 
Red Fort blast

South Indian superstar 
Allu Arjun has ex-
pressed deep grief 

over the tragic blast that 
occurred near Delhi’s Red 
Fort on Monday evening, 
killing eight people and 
injuring several others. 
Taking to Instagram, the 
actor shared, Deeply sad-
dened by the tragic inci-
dent near Delhi’s Red 
Fort. My heartfelt prayers 
are with the victims and 
their families, and I wish 
for peace to prevail once 
again. Several Bollywood 
celebrities also conveyed 
their condolences. Actor 
Raveena Tandon described 
it as horrible news, writing 
on X, Condolences to all 
those bereaved families 
who lost their loved ones 
in the Delhi blast. Sonu 
Sood too expressed soli-
darity, posting, My heart 
reaches out to everyone 
impacted by today’s tragic 
blast. Let’s support the 
victims, look out for each 
other, and commit to 
peace.  According to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
the explosion occurred at 
around 7 p.m. when a 
Hyundai i20 car blew up at 
the Subhash Marg traffic 
signal near the Red Fort. 
The blast injured several 
pedestrians and damaged 
nearby vehicles.

Delhi Police have regis-
tered a case under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA), the 
Explosives Act, and the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
at Kotwali Police Station. 
Multiple agencies are in-
vestigating the cause and 
motive of the explosion.

Sources said the car had 
entered Delhi from Hary-
ana via Badarpur and was 
allegedly purchased by a 
Pulwama resident. The 
key suspect has been iden-
tified as Dr. Umar.

Veteran Bollywood actor 
Prem Chopra, aged 92, 
has been admitted to 

Lilavati Hospital in Mumbai 
following a viral infection and 
age-related health issues. Doc-
tors have confirmed that the 
actor is stable and recovering 
well. He is a known cardiac 
patient and also developed a 
viral infection that affected his 
lungs. He is not in the ICU; he 
is being treated in the ward, 
said Dr. Jalil Parkar of Lilava-
ti Hospital. At his age, recov-
ery takes longer, but he should 
be fine in three to four days 
and likely return home soon. 
Chopra was admitted two days 

ago under the supervision of 
cardiologist Dr. Nitin Gokhale.

Actor Sharman Joshi, who is 
married to Prem Chopra’s 
daughter Prerana Chopra, also 
shared a brief update on his 
father-in-law’s condition, say-
ing, All good, thank you, just 
some tests, back tomorrow.

Known for his commanding 

screen presence and icon-
ic villainous roles, Prem 
Chopra has acted in more 
than 380 films over six 
decades. His performanc-
es in Bobby, Do Raaste, 
and Kati Patang remain 
timeless examples of his 
talent and versatility.

Despite his advanced 
age, the actor continues to 
inspire generations of per-
formers with his professional-
ism and enduring legacy in 
Hindi cinema. Fans and col-
leagues have expressed relief 
at the news of his improving 
health and wished him a 
speedy recovery.

Veteran actor Prem Chopra 
recovering after hospitalisation

Michael Jackson’s 
‘Thriller’ returns to 
Billboard Top 100

Michael Jackson has 
once again proved 
why he remains 

the undisputed King of 
Pop. His legendary hit 
Thriller has re-entered the 
Billboard Hot 100, soaring 
to No. 10 after the 2025 
Halloween season. With 
this, Jackson becomes the 
first artist in history to 
achieve Top 10 hits in six 
different decades — the 
1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 
2000s, 2010s, and now the 
2020s.

The iconic track climbed 
from No. 32 to No. 10, 
earning Jackson yet anoth-

er record for chart longevi-
ty. He surpasses Andy Wil-
liams, who had achieved 
Top 10 placements in five 
decades before his passing.

Jackson first entered the 
Billboard Top 10 as a solo 
artist in 1971 with Got to 
Be There. Over his extraor-
dinary career, he scored 30 
Top 10 hits, including 13 
that reached No. 1. His last 
Top 10 entry was a posthu-
mous feature on Drake’s 
Don’t Matter to Me in 
2018.

The renewed interest in 
Thriller comes as anticipa-
tion builds for Michael, the 

upcoming biopic directed 
by Antoine Fuqua. The 
film, starring Jaafar Jack-
son — Michael’s nephew 
— is set to release in the-
atres on April 24, 2026, 
after being moved from its 
original October 2025 date.

Featuring Miles Teller, 
Larenz Tate, and Laura 
Harrier, the movie promis-
es to give fans a deeper 
look into Jackson’s rise to 
superstardom. Produced by 
Graham King, John Bran-
ca, and John McClain, Mi-
chael is expected to be a 
heartfelt tribute to the glob-
al icon’s enduring legacy.

‘Aan Paavam Polladhathu’ 
emerges as a blockbuster, 

crosses I14 crore 

The Tamil film Aan Paa-
vam Polladhathu, star-
ring Rio Raj and Mala-

vika Manoj, has become a 
surprise blockbuster at the 
box office. Directed by debu-
tant Kalaiarasan Thangavel, 
the movie also features Vi-
gneshkanth, Sheela, and Jen-
sen in pivotal roles.

Following its release, the 
film has received rave re-
views for its realistic narra-
tive, engaging screenplay, and 
heartfelt performances. Nota-
bly, this marks Rio and Mala-
vika’s second collaboration 
after Joe, and audiences have 

praised their on-screen chem-
istry. With strong word-of-
mouth and steady occupancy 
in theatres, Aan Paavam Pol-
ladhathu has grossed over ₹14 
crore worldwide, an impres-
sive feat for a small-budget 
film.

Critics and fans alike have 
lauded Kalaiarasan’s fresh 
storytelling and the film’s re-
latable treatment of contem-
porary themes. The movie’s 
success has solidified its place 
among 2025’s biggest sleeper 
hits, proving that good con-
tent continues to triumph at 
the box office.

Dharmendra 
recovering well, 

family denies 
death rumours

Veteran Bollywood ac-
tor Dharmendra, 89, is 
recovering well after 

being hospitalised for a few 
days, his family confirmed on 
Monday, dismissing wide-
spread false reports of his 
death circulating on social 
media. The actor’s wife, 
Hema Malini, and daughter, 
Esha Deol, both issued strong 
statements urging people not 
to believe the rumours.

Hema Malini took to social 
media to condemn the false 
claims, writing, What is hap-
pening is unforgivable! How 
can responsible channels 
spread false news about a per-
son who is responding to 
treatment and recovering? 
This is extremely disrespect-
ful and irresponsible. Please 
give due respect to the fami-
ly’s need for privacy.

Esha Deol also reassured 
fans, saying, My father is sta-
ble and recovering. We re-
quest everyone to give our 
family privacy. Thank you for 
the prayers for papa’s speedy 
recovery.

Amid growing concern 
among fans, actor Sunny 
Deol’s team released an offi-
cial statement confirming 
Dharmendra’s improving con-
dition. Sir is recovering and 
responding to treatment. Let’s 
all pray for his good health and 
long life, the statement read.

Family members, including 
Sunny and Bobby Deol, were 
seen visiting the hospital, 
while Hema Malini and Esha 
Deol left after spending time 
with the actor.
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BARCELONA

FC Barcelona defender Eric 
Garcia continues to make a 
strong case for a contract re-
newal, impressing manager 
Hansi Flick with consistent 
and composed perfor-mances 
this season. Despite specula-
tion linking him with a 
m o v e  t o  P a r i s 
Saint-Germain and 
s e v e r a l  P r e m i e r 
League clubs, the 
24-year-old Spaniard 
remains an integral 
part of Barça’s starting 
lineup. According to re-
ports, Garcia’s cur-
rent contract expires 
at the end of the sea-
son, which means he 
will be free to nego-
tiate with other clubs 
f r o m 
J a n u -
a r y 
2 0 2 6 . 
P S G 
boss Luis Enrique is 
reportedly keen to re-
unite with the player, 
while English clubs are 
closely monitoring his 
situation.

Garcia’s versatility — 

performing effectively at both 
right-back and centre-back — 
has been crucial during Bar-
celona’s inconsistent cam-
paign. His ability to adapt to 
different roles has made him 
“untouchable” in Flick’s sys-
tem.

During the clash against 
Celta Vigo, Garcia once 

again demonstrated his 
reliabil-ity. Playing with 
a protective mask after a 
nasal fracture, he was 
deployed at right-back 

due to Jules Kounde’s 
fitness issues and de-

livered an excel-
l e n t  p e r -
f o r - m a n c e . 
He complet-
ed 63 of 66 
passes in 
the oppo-
s i t i o n 
half, won 
four  of 
s e v e n 
d u e l s , 

and re-
c o v e r e d 
three balls, 
underlining 
h i s  c a l m 
presence un-

der pressure.

Norris Silences Critics with 
Commanding Sao Paulo GP Victory

McIlroy Honoured With New DP World 
Tour Trophy after Grand Slam Triumph

Shreyas Iyer Doubtful for S Africa 
ODIs amid Ongoing Injury Recovery

McLaren star Lando Norris hit 
back at critics in style after a 

dominant weekend at the Sao Paulo 
Grand Prix, where he swept both 
the Sprint and main race to seize a 
24-point lead in the Drivers’ Cham-
pionship. Now the frontrunner to 
become Britain’s next Formula One 
world champion, Norris said he’s 
learned to block out negativity. 

“Just ignore everyone that talks rub-
bish about you. Focus on yourself,” 
he told reporters. Earlier this sea-
son, Norris faced scrutiny for errors 
and comparisons to teammate Oscar 
Piastri. His composed performances 
in Brazil, however, underscored his 
maturity and growing stature, mark-
ing him as the clear title favourite 
with three rounds remaining.  

The DP World Tour has unveiled 
the Rory McIlroy Award, a new 

honour introduced from the 2026 
season to celebrate excellence 
across golf’s four majors. Named 
after McIlroy—Europe’s first male 
golfer to complete a career Grand 
Slam—the award will recognise the 
player who earns the most Race to 
Dubai points from The Masters, 

PGA Championship, US Open, and 
The Open. McIlroy, who joined 
legends like Tiger Woods and Jack 
Nicklaus by winning all four ma-
jors, will be ineligible for the award 
himself. Calling it a “huge honour,” 
McIlroy said he hoped the accolade 
would inspire future generations to 
pursue their own Grand Slam 
dreams.

Indian vice-captain Shreyas Iyer re-
mains doubtful for the upcoming 

three-match ODI series against South 
Africa, starting November 30. Accord-
ing to medical reports, the 30-year-old 
requires over a month to regain full 
match fitness following a freak injury 
sustained during the recent Australia 
tour. The selection committee has been 
informed of Iyer’s condition, and he is 

unlikely to feature in the series, which 
follows two Test matches beginning 
November 14. India are scheduled to 
play the ODIs in Ranchi, Raipur, and 
Visakhapatnam. Iyer, who has been 
undergoing rehabilitation at the Na-
tional Cricket Academy, is expected to 
resume light training soon but will not 
be rushed back into competitive ac-
tion, officials confirmed.

SAO PAULO LONDON MUMBAI

Security Tightened in 
Kolkata after Delhi Blast

Police have implemented a multi-layered security plan around Eden Gardens
KOLKATA

The first Test between India 
and South Africa, scheduled 
to begin on November 14 at 
the Eden Gardens, will be 
held under heightened securi-
ty measures following the 
deadly blast in Delhi near the 
Red Fort on November 10. 
The Kolkata Police have ini-
tiated comprehensive safety 
protocols to ensure the protec-
tion of players, officials, and 
spectators.

In response, the Kolkata 
Police have implemented a 
multi-layered security plan 
around Eden Gardens. The 
measures include strict check-
ing at all entry and exit 
points, increased surveillance, 
and deployment of additional 

personnel near hotels housing 
the Indian and South African 
teams. Police Commissioner 
Manoj Verma is expected to 
visit the stadium on Tuesday 
to review arrangements.

Sources said both teams’ 
travel routes between their 
hotels and the venue will be 
closely monitored. Security 
personnel will accompany 

team buses, and rehearsals 
will be conducted to assess 
response readiness. The 
Cricket Association of Bengal 
(CAB) is coordinating with 
local law enforcement to en-
sure smooth and safe opera-
tions throughout the Test 
match.

Senior police officials and 
CAB representatives held a 

late-night meeting to finalize 
operational details. In light of 
the Delhi incident, both teams 
will begin their practice ses-
sions on November 11 under 
strict security supervision.

Despite growing concerns, 
authorities have assured fans 
that the match will proceed as 
planned, with “no compro-
mise on security.”

Pak Pacer Naseem Shah’s 
House Attacked by Gunmen
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan fast bowler Naseem 
Shah’s residence in Lower Dir 
came under attack, as five un-
identified gunmen opened fire 
at his family home. Despite 
the shocking incident, the 
22-year-old pacer has chosen 
to remain with the Pakistan 
squad ahead of their ODI se-
ries against Sri Lanka in 
Rawalpindi.

According to reports, the 
assailants fired multiple 
rounds at the main gate of Na-
seem’s house before fleeing. 
Police confirmed that no fam-
ily members were injured, 
though bullet marks were 
found on the property’s front 
gate. Naseem’s father subse-
quently lodged a formal com-
plaint, and authorities have 
launched an investigation, 
assuring that the perpetrators 
will be apprehended soon.

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) has been informed of 
the situation, but Naseem re-
portedly declined the option 
of returning home, expressing 
his commitment to continue 
training with the national 

team. “He wants to stay fo-
cused on the series and not let 
this distract him,” a PCB 
source said.

Pakistan are set to play 
three ODIs against Sri Lanka 
from November 11 to 15 at 
the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadi-
um. Naseem will spearhead 
the pace attack alongside Sha-
heen Afridi, Haris Rauf, and 
Mohammad Wasim Jr.

Following the ODI series, 
Pakistan will host Sri Lanka 
and Zimbabwe in a T20I 
Tri-Series, where Naseem is 
again expected to feature.

In his recent outing against 
South Africa, Naseem picked 
up three wickets in two ODIs, 
continuing his steady return 
after an injury layoff earlier 
this year. Police investigations 
in Lower Dir are ongoing, 
with local security heightened 
around the cricketer’s family 
residence.

Pakistani pacer’s 
family home targeted 

by gunfire, but he 
continues national 

duties

BOSTON

WWE legend John Cena has 
achieved one of professional 
wrestling’s most 
prestigious mile-
stones, becoming a 
Grand Slam champi-
on after clinching the 
In t e r con t inen ta l 
Championship — the 
final title missing 
from his illustrious 
career. The 48-year-
old star won the belt during 
this week’s episode of Monday 
Night Raw in his hometown of 
Boston. WWE’s COO Triple H 
announced the surprise match 
early in the show, setting up a 
showdown between Cena and 
Rey Mysterio. After a fierce 
back-and-forth encounter, Cena 
triumphed with his signature 
Atti- tude Adjustment 

and STF 

submission, earning the pin and 
completing his collection of 
major WWE titles — world, 
tag team, United States, and 

now Intercontinental.
Only a select few 

WWE superstars have 
achieved Grand Slam 
status, making Cena’s 
win a defining career 
moment. The victory 
also comes at a time 
when Cena is report-
edly nearing the end 

of his in-ring career, with 
ESPN earlier reporting that his 
final WWE appearance is ex-
pected later this year at Madi-
son Square Garden.

Beyond wrestling, Cena’s 
accomplishments extend into 
Hollywood and business. Ac-
cording to Celebrity Net 
Worth, his estimated 2025 net 
worth stands at around $80 
million. His income sources 
include a $12 million annual 
WWE salary, blockbuster 
movie roles in the Fast & Fu-
rious franchise and Peacemak-
er series, as well as lucrative 

brand endorse-
ments with Gil-

lette and Hon-
da. Cena also 
owns valuable 

real estate, in-
c l u d i n g  h i s 

Florida mansion 
worth approximate-
ly $4 million. His 

l o n g - t e r m 
wealth is bol-

stered by 
his charity 
w o r k , 
par t icu-
l a r l y 
through 
t h e 
M a k e -
A-Wish 
F o u n -
dation, 
w h e r e 
h e 
h o l d s 
the re-
cord for 
the most 
w i s h e s 
granted.

John Cena Becomes Grand 
Slam Champion after Winning 

Intercontinental Title

WWE icon 
achieves 

Grand Slam 
status with 

Intercontinen-
tal title win 

and $80 mil-
lion fortune

India Announce Squad for Women’s Kabaddi World Cup 2025 in Dhaka
NEW DELHI

The Indian Women’s Kabaddi 
Team has been officially an-
nounced for the upcom-ing 
Women’s Kabaddi World 
Cup 2025, to be held in Dha-
ka, Bangladesh, from No-
vember 17 to 24. The event 
marks the second edition of 
the tournament, re-turning 
after 13 years since its 2012 
debut, when India defeated 
Iran 25–19 to lift the inaugu-
ral trophy.

This will  also be the 
first-ever Women’s Kabaddi 
World Cup held outside In-
dia. Initially planned for Ra-
jgir, the venue was shifted to 

Hyderabad and later relo-
cat-ed to Dhaka due to logis-
tical reasons.

Asian Games gold-winning 
captain Ritu Negi will once 
again lead the Indian side, 

with Pushpa Rana serving as 
vice-captain. Sonali Shin-
gate, captain of India’s Asian 
Kabaddi Championship-win-
ning team, will also feature 
in the squad.

The rest of the 14-member 
squad includes Pooja Narwal, 
Bhavna Thakur, Sakshi Shar-
ma, Pooja Kajla, Champa 
Thakur, Mini Narwal, Ritu 
Sheoran, Ritu Mith-arwal, 
Sanju Devi, Dhanalakshmi, 
and Anu Kumari. The team 
will be guided by experi-
enced coaches Tejaswini Bai 
and Kavita Selvaraj, who 
bring tactical insight and 
leadership experience to the 
bench.

The 2025 Women’s Kabad-
di World Cup will feature 12 
teams, including defend-ing 
champions India, runners-up 
Iran, and host nation Bangla-
desh. Other partici-pating 
nations are Chinese Taipei, 
Nepal, Thailand, Kenya, 
Uganda, Zanzibar, Argentina, 
Poland, and Germany.

As the tournament returns 
after more than a decade, 
fans can expect a high-inten-
sity battle for global suprem-
acy in women’s kabaddi. In-
dia, the traditional power-
house, will aim to retain their 
dominance and secure their 
second consecu-tive world 
title on foreign soil.

Eric Garcia Strengthens 
Case for Barcelona Renewal 

Amid PSG Interest

Sourav Ganguly Backs 
‘Fit’ Mohammed Shami 

for India Comeback
KOLKATA

Former India captain Sourav 
Ganguly has voiced strong 
support for Mohammed Sha-
mi’s return to the national 
team across formats, saying 
the seasoned pacer remains 
“fit and is bowling exception-
ally well.”

Despite Shami’s impressive 
domestic performances, the 
Ajit Agarkar-led selec-tion 
committee has overlooked the 
35-year-old for the upcoming 
two-Test series against South 
Africa. Shami last represented 
India in the Champions Tro-
phy in March, and questions 
about his future have since 
intensified.

“Shami is bowling excep-
tionally well. He is fit, and we 
saw that in the three Ranji 

Trophy matches where he 
won games for Bengal on his 
own,” Ganguly said after be-
ing unveiled as the global 
brand ambassador of Kabuni, 
a UK-based AI-driven sports 
coaching platform.

Having taken 15 wickets in 
Bengal’s first two Ranji Tro-
phy matches this season, Sha-
mi demonstrated his sharp-
ness before going wicketless 
against Tripura. His re-turn to 
full fitness follows ankle sur-
gery after the 2023 World 
Cup, where he was the tour-
nament’s leading wicket-taker 
with 24 scalps at an average 
of 10.70.

“I’m sure the selectors are 
watching him closely. In 
terms of fitness and skill, this 
is the Shami we all know,” 
Ganguly said. 

Ivan Toney 
Linked With 

Premier League 
Return

LONDON

Several Premier League clubs 
are reportedly exploring the 
possibility of bringing En-
glish striker Ivan Toney back 
from Saudi Arabia after his 
prolific spell with Al Ahli. 
The 29-year-old has scored 41 
goals in 59 appearances since 
his £40 million move from 
Brentford in 2024, making 
him one of the Saudi Pro 
League’s standout players. 
However, his lucrative con-
tract with Al Ah-li, which 
runs until 2028, and high 
wages pose major hurdles. 
Clubs seeking a proven scorer 
view Toney’s Premier League 
record and England experi-
ence as valuable assets, 
though any return may de-
pend on a loan or wage-shar-
ing deal.



City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Immaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru – 560001 and printed at Manipal Media Network Limited 
Opp. Govt School, Kempalinganahalli, Near Kunigal Cross, Nelamangala TQ, Bangalore Rural Dist. -562123, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at  S. J. R. V. Printers, 

No. 208 Plot No. B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad – 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008. 
(RNI No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru  PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.

ibcworldnews.comWEDNESDAY   NOVEMBER 12, 2025
SPORTS12

Goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh 
Sandhu has urged the All India 

Football Federation (AIFF) to re-
solve the ongoing deadlock sur-
rounding the Indian Super League 
(ISL), which remains suspended 
amid uncertainty over future inves-
tors. With Football Sports Develop-
ment Limited’s (FSDL) contract set 
to expire in December 2025, sever-
al players, including Rahul Bheke 

and Lallianzuala Chhangte, joined 
Gurpreet in appealing for action. 
“We, professional footballers, stand 
united in our plea to restart the ISL. 
We want to play now,” Gurpreet 
wrote on X, expressing frustration 
over the prolonged impasse. The 
33-year-old Bengaluru FC goal-
keeper said players were ready to 
“walk out of the dark tunnel” if au-
thorities matched their commitment. 

Lewis Hamilton has expressed 
support for Ferrari after execu-

tive chairman John Elkann publicly 
criticised the team’s drivers for 
“talking too much” and lacking fo-
cus following a disastrous Brazilian 
Grand Prix. Both Hamilton and 
Charles Leclerc failed to finish — 
Leclerc retiring early after a colli-
sion, and Hamilton withdrawing 
mid-race due to car damage — 

dropping Ferrari to fourth in the 
constructors’ standings. Elkann, 
speaking at a sponsorship event in 
Italy, said, “Brazil was a big disap-
pointment… our drivers must focus 
on driving and talk less.” Hours lat-
er, Hamilton softened his tone, post-
ing on Instagram: “It wasn’t the race 
we wanted, but we will move on. I 
back my team. I back myself. I will 
not give up. Not now, not ever.” 

Real Madrid forward Rodry-
go is reportedly open to 

leaving the club in the January 
2026 transfer window amid 
growing frustration over limited 
playing time under new manag-
er Xabi Alonso, according to 
reports. The 24-year-old Brazil-
ian, once a regular starter under 
Carlo Ancelotti, has seen his 
minutes significantly reduced 

this season, often coming off 
the bench late in matches. The 
latest instance came during Re-
al’s goalless draw against Rayo 
Vallecano, where he was intro-
duced only in the 79th minute. 
Rodrygo’s camp and Real Ma-
drid are said to be open to a 
transfer if a suitable offer — es-
timated between €80-100 mil-
lion — arrives.  

NEW DELHI SAO PAULO MADRID

Gurpreet Singh Urges AIFF to Rescue 
Indian Football from ‘Dark Tunnel’

Hamilton Backs Ferrari after Chairman’s 
Rebuke: ‘I Will Not Give Up’

Rodrygo Open to January Exit Amid 
Frustration under Xabi Alonso

Siraj Eyes Strong Show as 
India Take on SA in WTC Tests
Indian pacer Mohammed Siraj confident ahead of critical WTC clash with SA

KOLKATA

Indian pacer Mohammed Sir-
aj has expressed confidence 
ahead of India’s Test series 
against defending World Test 
Championship (WTC) win-
ners South Africa, describing 
the upcoming matches as 
“crucial” for the new WTC 
cycle. The five-day series 
kicks off here on Friday, with 
India aiming to build on their 
recent performances.

Currently third in the WTC 

points table, India drew their 
challenging away series in 
England before securing a 
comprehensive home series 
win against the West Indies 
earlier in the cycle. South Af-
rica, meanwhile, started their 
WTC defence with a 1-1 
draw in an away series 
against Pakistan.

“This series is crucial for the 
new WTC cycle, especially 
since South Africa is the de-
fending champion. While they 
drew 1-1 with Pakistan, we're 

confident from our own good 
form. We created a positive 
environment, performed well 
in England, and won against 
the West Indies,” Siraj said in 
a conversation on JioStar.

Siraj emerged as India’s 
standout performer during the 
demanding five-match series 
in England, finishing as the 
leading wicket-taker with 23 
scalps. He carried his momen-
tum into the home series 
against the West Indies, 
claiming 10 wickets across 

two matches.
“Personally, I’m bowling 

with good rhythm and looking 
to make the most of it. Facing 
strong teams helps identify 
areas to improve, and I’m re-
ally excited for this chal-
lenge,” he added.

With India eager to close 
the gap on table-toppers, Sir-
aj’s form and confidence 
could prove pivotal in chal-
lenging South Africa and set-
ting the tone for the remain-
der of the WTC cycle.

Rana Clinches Gold in Men’s 
10m Air Pistol at ISSF Worlds
CAIRO

Young Indian shooter Samrat 
Rana delivered a stunning dis-
play of precision and compo-
sure to claim the men’s 10m 
air pistol gold at the ISSF 
World Championships. The 
23-year-old from Karnal 
edged past fierce competition 
to etch his name on the world 
stage.

In a nail-biting final, Rana 
shot 243.7 to narrowly defeat 
China’s Hu Kai, who secured 
silver with 243.3. The contest 
kept spectators on the edge of 
their seats, as lead positions 
shifted multiple times be-
tween the top contenders.

India’s Varun Tomar, hail-
ing from Baghpat in Uttar 
Pradesh, showcased remark-
able skill to clinch the bronze 
with a score of 221.7. The 
podium finish highlighted In-

dia’s growing dominance in 
the sport, with both shooters 
demonstrating remarkable fo-
cus under immense pressure.

Rana’s victory marks a sig-
nificant milestone in his ca-
reer, reflecting years of dedi-

cation, discipline, and consis-
tent performance in interna-
tional competitions. His poise 
during the tense final under-
lined his potential to become 
a mainstay in India’s shooting 
lineup for years to come.

Speaking after the win, 
Rana expressed gratitude to 
his coaches and support staff, 
acknowledging the rigorous 
training and preparation that 
went into achieving the gold. 
“It’s an incredible feeling to 
stand on top of the podium for 
India. Every shot counts, and 
I’m thrilled my efforts paid 
off,” he said.

With this triumph, India 
continues to make its pres-
ence felt in global shooting 
events, and Rana’s perfor-
mance will inspire a new gen-
eration of shooters aspiring to 
reach the pinnacle of the 
sport.

Indian shooter 
Samrat Rana 
triumphs in 

thrilling final at 
ISSF World 

Championships

Chess World Cup: India’s 
Hopes Rest on Arjun Erigaisi 

and Praggnanandhaa

Top seed D. Gukesh suffered a third-round 
exit at the hands of Germany’s Frederik Svane

GOA

After a nerve-wracking series 
of tie-breakers, the Chess 
World Cup has reached the 
last 32, promising high-stakes 
action on the black-and-white 
squares. The fourth round be-
gins on Tuesday at Resort 
Rio, Goa, with India’s medal 
hopes resting squarely on Ar-

jun Erigaisi and R. 
Praggnanandhaa.

Top  s eed  D . 
Gukesh suffered a 
third-round exit at 
the hands of Ger-

many’s Frederik 
Svane, extending a 

difficult year for the 
19-year-old Chennai 

prodigy. Other top 
10 seeds in-

cluding An-
ish  Gir i , 
W e s l e y 
So, Nodir-
bek Abdu-
sat torov, 
a n d 

Shakhriyar 
M a m e d y -
arov have 
also bowed 
out early.

I n d i a ’ s 
second and 

third seeds, 
however, re-
main in conten-
tion. Arjun has 

been solid throughout, win-
ning his first three classical 
games and drawing the 
fourth. Praggnanandhaa has 
survived some tense moments 
but continues to fight on. A 
top-three finish is essential for 
Arjun to maintain realistic 
hopes of qualifying for the 
Candidates Tournament, 
which will decide Gukesh’s 
challenger for the next World 
Championship.

In the fourth round, Arjun 
faces Hungarian veteran Peter 
Leko, while Praggnanandhaa 
squares off against Russia’s 
Daniil Dubov. Other Indians 
advancing include V. Pranav, 
P. Harikrishna, and Karthik 
Venkataraman. Meanwhile, 
Vidit Gujrathi, Nihal Sarin, 
and Aravindh Chithambaram, 
who were expected to prog-
ress further, have already 
been eliminated.The knockout 
format has proved unforgiv-
ing, with several big names 
already eliminated. Remain-
ing top seeds, including Vin-
cent Keymer, Maxime Vachi-
er-Lagrave, Richard Rapport, 
and Levon Aronian, will need 
to stay cautious if they hope 
to avoid joining the growing 
list of early exits.

With the tournament enter-
ing its decisive stages, all 
eyes are on India’s young 
stars as they attempt to carry 
the nation’s hopes forward.

Sinner Begins 
ATP Finals Title 

Defence with 
Straight-Sets Win
TURIN

Defending champion Jannik 
Sinner began his ATP Finals 
campaign with a commanding 
7-5, 6-1 win over Canada’s 
Felix Auger-Aliassime before 
an ecstatic home crowd in Tu-
rin. The victory keeps Sin-
ner’s hopes alive of finishing 
the year as world No. 1, 
though he must win the tour-
nament and rely on Carlos 
Alcaraz not reaching the fi-
nal. Auger-Aliassime, ham-
pered by a left calf issue, 
struggled in the second set, 
allowing Sinner to dominate 
with 89% first-serve points 
won. The Italian, unbeaten 
against the Canadian in four 
meetings this year, including 
the U.S. Open semifinal and 
Paris Masters final, thrilled 
fans chanting his name. Earli-
er, American Taylor Fritz de-
feated late replacement Lo-
renzo Musetti 6-3, 
6-4 after Novak 
Djokovic’s with-
drawal. Sinner and 
Alexander Zverev 
now lead the Bjorn 
Borg group, while 
Fritz and Alcaraz top 
the Jimmy Connors 
group. The top two from 
each group will prog-

ress to the 
semif i -
nals.

Jannik 
Sinner 

starts ATP 
Finals defence 

strongly, beating 
Felix Auger-
Aliassime in 

Turin

World-Class Sports City to Come Up in Delhi
NEW DELHI

The iconic Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium in Delhi may soon be 
replaced by a state-of-the-art 
Sports City, if a proposal 
from the Sports Ministry gets 
approval. The ambitious plan 
envisions a fully integrated 
102-acre complex with 
world-class sporting infra-
structure, residential facili-
ties, and entertainment ave-
nues.

Currently, less than 30% of 
the stadium’s area is actively 
utilised, sources said. The 
project aims to optimise 
space by creating a self-suf-
ficient sports hub inspired by 

Dubai Sports City and simi-
lar international models. 
“The concept is to have host-
ing and training facilities for 
all major sports, res-
idential blocks, en-
tertainment zones, 
and sports clubs,” 
the ministry added.

All offices housed 
within the stadium, 
including the head-
quarters of the Sports Au-
thority of India (SAI), Khelo 
India project office, National 
Anti-Doping Agency, Nation-
al Dope Testing Laboratory, 
and Income Tax department, 
will be relocated as the proj-
ect progresses. Newly-laid 

Mondo tracks at the stadium 
are expected to be moved to 
other facilities nationwide.

The stadium, originally 
built in 1982 for the 
Asian Games and up-
graded in 2010, has 
long served as In-
dia’s premier sport-
ing venue. Its trans-
formation into a 
Sports City is seen as 

part of a broader vision to el-
evate the country’s sports 
ecosystem.

In a parallel move, the 
Sports Ministry has launched 
its largest-ever recruitment 
drive for assistant coaches 
with the SAI, appointing 320 

in the first phase across 25 
disciplines. “This initiative is 
crucial to strengthen sports 
development and provide 
structured, high-quality 
coaching support to athletes. 
We aim for 50% representa-
tion of women to ensure gen-
der inclusivity,” Sports Min-
ister Mansukh Mandaviya 
said. Phase two is expected 
to bring in an equal number 
of appointments.

If implemented, the new 
Sports City could redefine 
Delhi’s sporting landscape, 
combining training, residen-
tial, and entertainment facil-
ities under one global-stan-
dard hub.

Sumit Nagal’s Visa Rejection Puts 
Wildcard Playoff Plans in Jeopardy

MUMBAI

Indian tennis star Sumit Na-
gal’s preparation for the 2026 
season has hit an unexpected 
roadblock after his visa appli-
cation for China was rejected 
without explanation. The 
28-year-old India No.1 had 
received a direct entry into 
the Australian Open Asia-Pa-
cific Wildcard Playoff, sched-
uled to begin in Chengdu on 
November 24.

The winner of the playoff 
event earns a coveted spot in 
the main draw of next year’s 
Australian Open, the season’s 
first Grand Slam. However, 
the rejection of Nagal’s visa 
application has placed his par-
ticipation in serious doubt.

“I applied last week, on 
Monday. I’m supposed to fly 
to Dubai on Friday to practice 
for a few days, and then trav-
el to China on No-
vember 21,” Nagal 
said. “I applied Ex-
press, and I just got a 
rejection — nothing 
written, nothing said. 
And this for some-
one who has applied 
for a Chinese visa so many 
times. I’ve played in Shang-
hai, Beijing, and the Asian 
Games in Hangzhou. This is 
the first time ever that I’ve 
been rejected for a visa any-
where.”

The setback also threatens 
to disrupt his training plans in 
Dubai, where he was sched-

uled to practice with France’s 
world No.42 Alexandre 
Muller. Nagal has reapplied 
for the visa and sought assis-

tance from India’s 
sports ministry, but 
any delay could short-
en his crucial training 
window.

“The whole prepa-
ration goes,” he ad-
mitted.

Currently ranked world 
No.275, Nagal is determined 
to climb back into the top 100 
after injuries derailed his 
2025 season. Following the 
Chengdu event, he plans to 
begin off-season training in 
Goa before competing in the 
ATP Challenger in Bengaluru 
to open the 2026 campaign.

KBFC Temporarily 
Suspend 

Operations amid 
ISL Uncertainty

CHENNAI

Kerala Blasters FC has sus-
pended operations amid on-
going uncertainty surrounding 
the Indian Super League, be-
coming the 
third club 
after Odisha 
FC and Mo-
hun Bagan 
Super Giant 
to  do so. 
With no clar-
i t y  o n  t h e 
league’s future or 
new commercial partners, 
players and staff now face 
mounting financial and pro-
fessional uncertainty.


