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India to Be
Invited to Join
US-Led Pax
Silica Initiative

ISRO's workhorse stumbles!

Anvesha satellite, 15 others lost in space

The PSLV-C62 rocket veered off course due to a critical third-stage malfunction;

ISRO chairman Narayanan, confirming the anomaly, said deviations noted in the stage-3.

SRIHARIKOTA (AP)

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) suffered
a major setback on Monday
after its Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C62)
encountered a "critical anom-
aly" during the rocket's third
stage, leaving the status of
all 16 satellites on board un-
certain.

The 44.4-metre-tall PSLV
lifted off at 10.18 am from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre
in Sriharikota, carrying an
Earth observation satellite -
EOS-N1 (Anvesha) - and 15
co-passenger satellites from
India and overseas. The mis-
sion was intended to place
them into a 512-kilometre
Sun-Synchronous Orbit after
a 17-minute flight.

ISRO's live broadcast
showed the rocket performing
normally through its first and
second stages, and the third
stage ignited as planned. But
soon after that announcement,
officials noticed that some-
thing was wrong.

Disturbance during third
stage: ISRO chief

ISRO chairman V Narayanan
said disturbances in the rocket
and later deviation from flight
path was observed when strap-
on motors were providing
thrust during the flight’s third
stage to propel the vehicle to
the intended altitude.

“The PSLV is a four-stage
vehicle with two solid stages
and two liquid stages. The per-
formance of the vehicle up to
the end of the third stage was
expected. Close to the end of
the third stage we are seeing
more disturbance in the vehi-
cle and subsequently, there
was a deviation observed in
the flight path,” he said at the
Mission Control Centre.

About 30 minutes after lift-
off, ISRO confirmed on X that
the mission had “encountered
an anomaly” during the end of
the PS3 (third-stage) burn and
that a detailed analysis was
under way.

What happened to 16
satellites?

PSLV has completed 63

flights so far, including the

ambitious handrayaan-1,

Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM),

and Aditya-L1 mission.

’

All the payloads, whichin-
cluded eight satellites from
foreign countries, were lost.

’

Thisis the first timeinits

over three-decade old history

that the PSLV rocket has

failed twice in arow.

ISRO has not yet confirmed
whether EOS-N1 and the 15
other satellites were success-
fully deployed. Telemetry and
tracking data from ground sta-
tions are still being analysed to
determine what happened to the
spacecraft after the rocket went
off course, according to ISRO.
“Today, we attempted the
PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 mission...
the mission could not proceed in

the expected flight path. That is
the information right now avail-
able,” Narayanan said.

He added that ISRO would
share more details once data
from all tracking stations had
been studied.

Repeat worrisome

A similar, previous attempt in
May 2025 (PSLV-C61-
EOS-09) also did not succeed

The PSLV rocket, which uses

two solid-fuel stages and
two liquid-fuel stages, has

been one of the most reliable
vehicles of the space agency,

'

The main payload of the
PSLV-C62 mission was an
earth observation satellite

called Theos-2 developed joint-

ly by Thailand and the United
Kingdom (UK). There were 14
other co-passenger satellites,

including a technology demon-
stration by Nepal and India and

are-entry capsule developed
by a Spanish startup.

due to “motor pressure issue,”
and there was a fall in the
chamber pressure of the motor
case.

The anomaly is particularly
troubling as a similar, previous
attempt in May 2025 (PSLV-
C61-EO0S-09) also ran into
problems in the third stage due
to “motor pressure issue,” and
there was a fall in the chamber
pressure of the motor case.

Youth loses
Rs 1.5 lakh to
‘Al woman’ on

dating app

BENGALURU

A youth fell prey to a Al-gen-
erated woman’s charm and
lost over Rs 1.5 lakh.

The youth had created a
profile on a dating app called
'Happn' and received a friend
request from a woman named
Ishani. They shared their mo-
bile numbers and chatted
about personal matters.

A few days ago, he re-
ceived a video call from Is-
hani, who was naked during
the call. She asked him to
undress, and he obliged. The
scammers recorded the video
and later blackmailed him,
sending him nude photos and
demanding money. They ex-
tracted Rs 1.53 lakh from
him in installments.

When they asked for more
money, the youth filed a com-
plaint with the police. Prelim-
inary investigation reveals the
involvement of an Al-gener-
ated woman. The police have
registered a case and launched
a hunt for the accused.

Trump may visit India next year; trade talks to resume on Jan 13, says Gor

India most essential to

NEW DELHI

No country is as essential as
India for Washington and both
sides are actively engaged in
firming up a trade deal, US
ambassador-designate Sergio
Gor said on Monday.

"India is the world's largest
nation. So it's not an easy task
to get this across the finish
line, but we are determined to
get there," he said at a ceremo-
ny attended by US embassy
employees in the national cap-
ital. He said Washington and
New Delhi are set to resume
the next round of trade deal
negotiations from Tuesday.

Gor, who also serves as the
US Embassy’s Special Envoy
for South and Central Asian Af-
fairs, further said Donald Trump

may visit India by next year.
The US envoy, who took
charge in November last year,
said his appointment aims to
take the partnership between the
two countries to the next level.
"In the months and years
ahead, my goal as ambassador
is to pursue a very ambitious
agenda. We will do this as true
strategic partners, each bring-
ing strength, respect and lead-
ership to the table," he added.

Washmgton US Ambassador

‘Trump-Modi
friendship ‘very real’

"Real friends can
disagree, but always
resolve their differences
in the end," Sergio Gor
said at the US Embassy
here while referring to
the friendship between
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and President
Donald Trump.
"The United States and
India are bound, not
just by shared interests
but by a relationship
anchored at the highest
levels. Real friends can
disagree but always
resolve their differences
in the end," he added.

Karur stampede:
CBI grills
TVK's Vijay

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Mon-
day began a detailed line of
questioning of ac-
tor-turned-politician Joseph
Vijay as part of its probe
into the Karur stampede
case, focusing on alleged de-
lays, crowd management
lapses, and organisational
responsibilities related to the
event.

The CBI took over the in-
vestigation from the Tamil
Nadu Police in October last
year following a Supreme
Court order. Since then, the
agency has been examining
the circumstances surround-
ing the stampede at a politi-
cal event in Karur.

One of the key issues under
scrutiny was the alleged sev-
en-hour delay at the venue.

CM, DCM will be called to Delhi for talks: Kharge

BENGALURU

AICC president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Monday said Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar would be called
to New Delhi for discussions
whenever necessary, amid a
"power tussle" within the rul-
ing Congress.

Kharge said, "Whenever
necessary, the party would

call them," in response to a
question from reporters on
when the CM and Deputy CM
would be summoned to Delhi
for talks.

The leadership tussle within
the ruling party has intensi-
fied amid speculation about a
possible change of chief min-
ister after the Congress gov-
ernment completed the half-
way mark of its five-year
term on 20 November.

DON'T DARE TO ATTACK

The speculation has been fu-
elled by the reported "pow-
er-sharing" arrangement be-
tween Siddaramaiah and Shiva-

kumar at the time of the gov-
ernment’s formation in 2023.

Siddaramaiah, who recently
became the longest-serving
chief minister of the state,
surpassing the record held by
Devaraj Urs, has expressed
confidence that he will com-
plete the full five-year term.
However, he has maintained
that the final decision rests
with the Congress high com-
mand.

Iranian leader threatens Trump with ‘unforgettable lesson’

i“ “%m

TEHRAN

Iran’s parliament speaker on
Monday warned US Presi-
dent Donald Trump of an
“unforgettable lesson” in
case Tehran is attacked after
Washington’s repeated
threats of military interven-
tion amid the anti-govern-
ment protests in the country.
Addressing a huge rally of
pro-government protesters at
Tehran Square, Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf claimed the
Islamic Republic is fighting
a “war against terrorists.”
Iran is fighting a “four-front

war,” he said, listing econom-
ic war, psychological war,
“military war” with the Unit-
ed States and Israel and “to
day a war against terrorists.”

“The great Iranian nation has
never allowed the enemy to
achieve its goals,” he said,
flanked by the slogans
“Death to Israel, Death to

America” in Persian, and
vowing the Iranian military
would teach US President
Donald Trump “an unforget-
table lesson” in case of a new
attack.

Iran witnessed mass count-
er-protests where thousands
of Iranians filled a major
square in central Tehran on
Monday to support the Islam-
ic Republic and mourn the
security forces killed during
the protests, state television
pictures showed.

Iran witnessed mass count-
er-protests where thousands
of Iranians filled a major

square in central Tehran on
Monday to support the Islam-
ic Republic and mourn the
security forces killed during
the protests, state television
pictures showed.

People brandishing the Is-
lamic Republic’s flag packed
the capital’s Enghelab (Rev-
olution) Square as prayers
were read for victims of what
the government has termed
“riots.”

Similar rallies were also un-
derway in other cities after a
call by President Masoud
Pezeshkian, according to the
images.

@ @ Washington
Sundar out,

Badoni earns
ODI call

India-German
trade ties on a high

AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, on the latter’s
first official visit to India, re-
viewed the fast-expanding
partnership as both countries
prepare to mark 25 years of
strategic cooperation and 75
years of diplomatic relations.

The visit, resulted in the
exchange of 19 MoUs and
eight key announcements
across defence, technology,
and clean energy. Prime Min-
ister Modi and Chancellor
Merz reiterated their support
for the conclusion of the In-
dia-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment as a key outcome of the
upcoming EU-India Summit.
The German Chancellor indi-
cated that the European
Union and India may con-
clude a free trade agreement
by the end of this month.

Focus on economic and
people-to-people exchange

A key takeaway for Indian
travellers was Germany’s an-
nouncement of visa-free tran-
sit for Indian passport hold-
ers, a move expected to ease
international travel via Ger-
man airports. Another notable
announcement was the open-
ing of a German Honorary
Consulate in Ahmedabad,
aimed at supporting growing
business, education and cul-
tural exchanges in Gujarat.

Economic and technology
cooperation featured promi-
nently. Leaders welcomed
plans to set up a German—In-
dian CEOs’ Forum, partner-
ships in semiconductors,
telecommunications and crit-
ical minerals, and extended
the tenure of the Indo-Ger-
man Science and Technology
Centre.

Merz signals
EU-India trade
deal by Jan end

AHMEDABAD
German Chancellor Fried-
rich Merz on Monday sig-
nalled the possibility that
the European Union and
India could sign a landmark
free trade agreement by the
end of January, a move that
could reshape global trade
ties as protectionism rises
and US-India talks remain
stalled. Top EU leaders
would travel to India to seal
the deal if negotiations
wrap up in time, Merz told
reporters after meeting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiin Ahmedabad on
Monday. "In any case, they
will take another major
step forward to ensure
that this free trade agree-
ment comes into being,"
he said.

Modi, Merz
call for free
Indo-Pacific

New Delhi Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
on Monday condemned the
April 22 Pahalgam terror at-
tack and the November 10
Delhi blast, calling for con-
certed international efforts
to combat terrorism in
a “comprehensive and
sustained manner” as
per the international
law and the United
Nations (UN) Charter.n
a joint statement, the two
leaders also called for a
“free and open” Indo-Pa-
cific, while announcing a
new bilateral Indo-Pacific
consultation mechanism.
New Delhi has also wel-
comed Berlin’s continued
and growing engagement in
the region.

QUICK READ

Mithila mourns death of Darbhanga’s last Maharani

PATNA
A wave of grief has swept across the entire Mithila region of
Bihar following the death of Maharani Kamasundan Devi,

the third wife and last erstwhile Maharani
of Maharaja Kameshwar Singh of Darb-
hanga. The ‘Queen’ had been unwell for

the past six months and breathed her last |

at the Maharaja’s Kalyani residence in Dar-
bhanga. Maharaja Kameshwar Singh mar-
ried Kamasundari Devi in 1940. He was the

<
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last ruler of Darbhanga and died in 1962. After the Mahara-
ja’s death, Maharani Kamasundari Devi, who was born in
1930, established the Kalyani Foundation in his memory.
Numerous dignitaries, including members of the royal fam-
ily, are expressing their condolences on her passing.

Kite string slits man’s

throat in Indore

INDORE
A 45-year-old man died
after a razor-sharp kite
string slit his throat while
he was riding his bike in
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore
on Monday. According to
the Tilak Nagar Station
House Officer (SHO)
Manish Lodha, the de-
ceased has been identified
as Raghuveer Dhakar. “We
recieved information that
a bike rider has died after
his throat was slit by a kite
string. We immediately
came to the hospital upon
receiving this information.

Ex-VP Dhankhar

admitted to AIIMS

NEW DELHI
Former vice-president
Jagdeep Dhankhar was
admitted to the All-India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AlIMS) here on
Monday after he fell un-
conscious twice on Janu-
ary 10, officials said.
Dhankhar, 74, underwent
an MR, the officials said,
adding that other tests will
be carried out on Tuesday.
The former vice president
had “two bouts of uncon-
sciousness” in the wash-
room around 3.30 amon
January 10, they said.
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Wife kicks
husband, calls him
Ganja peddler

Bengaluru
In a shocking incident,
a couple fell off their
bike at Balekundri Cir-
cle. The police reached
the spot and brought
the two to the Cubbon
Park traffic police sta-
tion. However, the
woman refused to en-
ter the police station
and started behaving
rudely on the road. The
woman got into a fight
with her husband and
kicked him with his leg
and shouted in public,
This is a ganja peddler.
The incident caught
the attention of the
public present. The
traffic police have reg-
istered a case of drink
and drive against the
couple and seized their
bike. The couple has
been asked to pay
the fine in court.

Weare sorry for our
mistake, private
company apologizes

Bengaluru
A private company that
angered Kannadigas by
issuing an advertise-
ment saying it needed
non-Kannadiga HR for
work has now apolo-
gized. A company
called Skill Sonics had
published an advertise-
ment on Naukari.com
that it wanted a
non-Kannadigas for HR
jobs. This had angered
Kannadigas. Kannada
organizations were
ready to protest against
the JP Nagar-based
company. This adver-
tisement was widely
condemned on social
media. This was a mis-
take by the Kolkata di-
vision. After the opposi-
tion from Kannadigas,
we have cancelled this
recruitment advertise-
ment. We apologize for
the inadvertent incident
and have apologized to
the Kannadigas with
folded hands.

Elephant squad
seenat Anekal
border

Bengaluru
Wild elephants have
roamed around Va-
nakanahalli and Kala-
nayakanahalliin Anekal
on the outskirts of Ben-
galuru. Wild elephants
have moved from the
forest to the country in
search of food. Ele-
phants have been at-
tacking and destroying
farmers’ crops at night.
Farmers are worried
about the menace of
wild elephants. Forest
officials visited the spot
and inspected it. They
tried to chase the herd of
wild elephants towards
the Bannerghatta forest.
However, elephants
were seen firing rounds
in the fields of farmers.

'Mandur legacy waste clean-
up drive enters phase 2

The project would significantly reduce environmental risks such as
groundwater contamination, methane emissions, and dump fires

BENGALURU

Residents living around Man-
dur, east Bengaluru, long af-
fected by a sprawling garbage
dump and its environmental
risks, may finally see relief
with civic authorities launch-
ing phase 2 of biomining
work to scientifically clear
decades of legacy waste.
Mandur, one of the city’s old-
est dump sites, holds an esti-
mated 22 lakh tonnes of accu-
mulated waste. The clean-up
is being carried out in phases,
using scientific processing
and segregation to maximise
material recovery rather than
mere removal. Phase 2 covers
over 10 lakh tonnes of legacy
waste, of which more than 9
lakh tonnes have already been
processed. Screening ma-

chines segregate the waste
into multiple fractions, reduc-
ing the volume that ultimately
requires disposal. Bio-earth
forms the largest share of re-
covered material, with over
3.9 lakh tonnes, about 62 per-
cent of the processed waste
generated as stabilised organ-
ic matter. Of this, 40,592
tonnes have been supplied to

farmers for use as a soil con-
ditioner, officials said. Refuse
Derived Fuel (RDF) accounts
for 76,899 tonnes (12 per-
cent), with 30,167 tonnes al-
ready transported to the
waste-to-energy plant operat-
ed by Karnataka Power Cor-
poration Limited for power
generation.

The remaining fractions in-

clude over 1.1 lakh tonnes of
inert material (18 percent),
32,041 tonnes of recyclables
(5 percent) and 19,225 tonnes
of construction and demoli-
tion waste (3%, all of which
are being routed through au-
thorised recycling and dispos-
al channels.

Kari Gowda, CEO of Ben-
galuru Solid Waste Manage-
ment Limited, said the focus
was on converting old dumps
into usable resource streams.
Through scientific biomining
and segregation, we are re-
covering and reusing maxi-
mum material. Bio-earth is
going to farmers, RDF is used
for energy, and only a small
fraction remains inert, he said,
calling phase 2 a key mile-
stone in accelerating the
clean-up, he said.

Liquor licences see marginal rise

BENGALURU

The state saw an increase in
excise licences in 2025, with
14,101 renewed or granted,
up from 13,433 in 2024. Re-
tail vending CL-2 licences
continued to dominate in
terms of overall numbers,
with the highest concentration
in Bengaluru North, South,
and Rural divisions, followed
by Mysuru, Belagavi, Kalabu-
ragi, and Hubballi-Dharwad.

The hike in numbers, ac-
cording to officials, was due
to an increase in licence re-
quests, especially from lodges
and clubs. As per excise de-
partment data, CL-7 licences
issued to boarding and lodg-
ing establishments formed the

largest share of new licences
issued in recent years. The
overall number in the catego-
ry for 2025 stood at 3,472, up
from 2,945 in 2024.”We gave
300 to 400 new licences in the
CL-7 category, which are ho-
tels and boarding houses, due
to an increase in demand.
Much of the demand came
from in and around Bengaluru
areas, mostly from establish-
ments located on highways.
At airports, only one new li-
cence was issued under sepa-
rate categories such as CL-16,
CL-17 or CL-18, which cover
duty-free outlets and airport
bars. Club licences (CL-4) is-
sued rose from 297 in 2024 to
331 in 2025, with the increase
largely berng because of

around 30 new licences.
Overall, the increase was
moderate and mainly driven
by CL-7 licences, Venkatesh
Kumar, Commissioner of Ex-
cise, said.

Retail Vendor Beer (RVB)
licences in 2024 totalled 904
across the state. In 2025, the
number of RVB licences
stood at 979 due to an in-
crease in demand. The de-
mand for RVB licences is in-
creasing mainly because more
consumers are opting for keg
or draught beer. Regular
breweries supply the same
branded beer in kegs with less
pasteurisation, which gives it
a fresher taste, and this is sup-
plied directly to bars and
restaurants holding RVB li-
cences. In addition, microbrew-
eries have popularised the cul-
ture of freshly brewed beer,
which indirectly increased the
demand for keg beer as well.

Nearly 1,000 existing li-
cence-holders already took
RVB licences, and new li-
cences are being issued as
well, contributing to the over-
all increase in excise licence
numbers year on year,
the Excise Commissioner
explained.

Accused Pavithra
Gowda to get

weekly home food

The court has allowed Pavi-
thra Gowda, who is in jail in
the Renukaswamy murder
case in Chitradurga, to be giv-
en weekly meals.

The court, which heard the
case of providing home meals
to accused Pavithra Gowda on
Monday, has ordered that she
be provided with home meals
once a week. It has also been
stated that if there is any
change in her health, she
should be given meals as per
the doctor’s advice. Earlier,
accused Pavithra Gowda,
Nagaraju and Lakshman had
filed an application with the
court demanding that they be
given home-cooked meals, as
they were not getting good
food in the jail, which was
causing them to become ill.
Therefore, they had filed an
application with the court de-
manding that they be given
home-cooked meals. The
court, which accepted the ap-
plication, had allowed the
three to be given home-
cooked meals once a day.

12 percent of 34K
notified muzrai temples
missing: Survey

BENGALURU

Some 4,170, 12 percent of
34,566 notified temples
across 237 taluks in Karnata-
ka are missing, according to a
state-wide survey undertaken
by the muzrai department to
verify the physical existence
of these shrines. District-wise
data shows Belagavi accounts
for the highest number of
missing or unidentified tem-
ples at 1,788, followed by
Gadag at 515, Raichur 275,
Udupi 235, Yadgir 172 and
Chamarajanagar 142.The ex-
ercise was prompted by a sur-
vey conducted six years ago
which highlighted the absence
of comprehensive and reliable
data on temples under the
muzrai department. However,
muzrai Minister Ramalinga
Reddy attributed this mis-
match to reclassification of
district boundaries.

The survey findings have
emerged in the backdrop of
efforts to streamline honorar-
ium money payments to tem-
ple priests. Sources said intro-
duction of Aadhaar-enabled
payments blew the lid off
multiple irregularities. In sev-
eral cases, more than one priest
was found to be drawing pay-
ments for a single temple,
while in others, the same priest
had claimed tasdik money for
multiple temples.

It was during this verifica-
tion of beneficiaries we began
to notice that several temples
mentioned in records were not
traceable at all, said the offi-
cial. The survey began in
2020 and is still going on. To
verify the existence of tem-
ples and their associated land-
holdings, officials are
cross-checking records
against gazette notifications
issued under the Hindu Reli-
gious Institutions and Chari-

ab

This is mainly due to
reclassification of district
boundaries, taking their
number from 20 to 31.
Discrepancies in survey
numbers are being identified
and rectified. Around 20,000
properties have been
identified, while the
remaining cases are pending.
—Ramalinga Reddy,
Muzrai Minister

table Endowment Act, 1997.
In cases where temples are
found to be missing, village
accountants and revenue in-
spectors are required to sub-
mit detailed reports, certified
by the tahsildars, to the Muz-
rai Commissioner. These re-
ports form the basis for fur-
ther administrative action.
Where temple land is found to
have been encroached upon,
the department attempts to re-
store it following a multi-step
process. This includes verifi-
cation by the tahsildar, prepa-
ration of a mahazar, and evic-
tion by the competent author-
ity. The department is com-
mitted to restoring temple
properties wherever encroach-
ments are established, said
Rajender Kataria, Vice-Chair-
man of the Dharmik Parishad.
Officials said the ongoing
survey is expected to help
clean up records, prevent
leakages in payments, and
protect temple assets across
the state.

In case of encroachments,
we follow the due process of
the law: Conduct surveys, is-
sue notices, initiate eviction
proceedings. If encroach-
ments are established, appro-
priate action is taken to re-
store such properties, said
Rajender Kataria, Vice-Chair-
man of the Dharmik Parishad.

Another fare hike likely for Namma Metro in Feb

BENGALURU

Barely a year after the last
revision, Bengaluru Metro
Rail Corporation Limited
(BMRCL) is preparing to
revise Namma Metro fares
again in February, following
recommendations of the
Fare Fixation Committee.

Metro commuters are likely
to face another fare hike in
February, with BMRCL plan-
ning a fresh revision of Nam-
ma Metro ticket prices, barely
a year after the last increase.

According to sources, the
proposed fare revision is be-
ing worked out as one year
has been completed since the
previous hike, which was im-
plemented in February last
year. As per existing rules,
BMRCL can revise fares pe-
riodically by submitting a pro-
posal under the provisions of
the Metro Rail Act.

The move is in line with

the recommendatrons of the
Fare Fixation Committee
(FFC), which had suggested
that Metro fares be revised
every year, with a maximum
increase capped at 5 per cent
annually. Based on this
guideline, BMRCL is now
calculating the extent of the
possible hike for February.

However, the exact percent-
age of the fare increase for
this year is yet to be finalised,
raising concerns among daily
commuters who already feel
the financial pinch.

It may be recalled that
BMRCL had drawn sharp
criticism in 2025 after im-
plementing a steep 71 % fare

hike, which triggered wide-
spread public backlash and
commuter protests. That
hike had put the Metro au-
thority under intense scruti-
ny, with many passengers
terming it unaffordable.

Despite the criticism, offi-
cials indicate that the fare
revision process is being
taken forward as per norms,
and a formal proposal is ex-
pected to be submitted short-
ly. If approved, this would
mark yet another increase in
Namma Metro fares, adding
to the burden on Bengaluru’s
lakhs of daily Metro users,
many of whom depend on
the service as their primary
mode of transport.

With February approaching,
commuters are now anxiously
waiting to see how much the
fares will rise this time and
whether BMRCL will limit
the increase within the recom-
mended ceiling.

Study finds stress fuels harmful porn use

BENGALURU

A 26-year-old married male
who approached NIMHANS’
SHUT clinic had reported dis-
tress and perceived loss of
control due to his pornogra-
phy use. The IT professional
had started consuming por-
nography from a very young
age (12-14 years) as a stress
buster and even though his
usage was regular, it remained
non-problematic. However, in
the last year, the use got more
frequent, affecting his rela-
tionships and occupation.
Manoj Kumar Sharma, Pro-
fessor and Head of the SHUT
Clinic, shared, in the detailed
exploration, we were able to
identify various stressors
from the workplace/family,
poor coping styles, beliefs/
values towards pornography
use, and his secrecy of porn
use habits with his partner,
which led him to the conclu-
sion of addiction to porn use,
rather than his actual use of

pornography. Lately, follow-
ing a couple of structured ses-
sions using a cognitive-be-
havioural approach, he was
able to regain some control
over his pornography use and
now, plans to engage in an
open communication with his
partner about it, said Sharma.
The professional was one of
the case studies for a research,
titled “Indian adults’ problem-
atic pornography use: Psycho-
logical correlates and predic-
tors, which was published in
the Geopsychiatry Journal.

It was authored by M Ra-
jashekar, PhD scholar at the
department of clinical psy-
chology, Manoj Kumar Shar-

ma, and Senthil Amudhan,

Professor and head of depart-
ment of epidemiology, all
from NIMHANS. The study
found that Indian adults expe-
riencing higher levels of psy-
chological distress such as
anxiety, stress, depression,
and pornography craving
were more likely to engage in
Problematic Pornography Use
(PPU). PPU refers to the ex-
cessive and compulsive con-
sumption of pornographic
material despite experiencing
significant distress, negative
consequences, or a sense of
moral incongruence. The study
surveyed 112 Indian adults
aged 18 and above who report-
ed difficulties with PPU, using
an online cross-sectional design
conducted between March and
June 2024. Among the partici-
pants, 81 percent were male,
with a median age of 25.
About half of the respondents
were students, while 48 per-
cent held undergraduate de-
grees.

Ramamurthy Nagar techie
case confirmed as a murder

BENGALURU

The Ramamurthy Nagar te-
chie death case has been con-
firmed as murder. Police arrest-
ed neighbour Karnal Kurai,
who killed Sharmila after she
resisted his one-sided advances
and tried to destroy evidence
by setting fire to the flat.

What was first believed to
be a mysterious death due to
fire has now been confirmed
as a cold-blooded murder,
with police arresting the vic-
tim’s neighbour after cracking
the case using mobile phone
evidence. Sharmila, originally

from Mangaluru, had been
living for the past two years
in Subramanya Layout under
the Ramamurthy Nagar police
limits. She worked as a techie
at a private company in the
city and stayed in a rented
double-bedroom flat along
with her friend Shabareen.
However, Shabareen had trav-
elled to Delhi for work about
15 days before the incident,
leaving Sharmila alone in the
apartment. On the night of
January 3, Sharmila returned
home as usual and locked
both the iron gate and the
main door of her flat.

GBA ELECTIONS

Supreme Court sets June 30 deadline for GBA elections

BENGALURU

The Supreme Court has issued
a firm directive to the Karnata-
ka government to complete the
entire election process for the
Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) by June 30, making it
clear that no further extension
of time will be granted under
any circumstances.

The order was passed by a
bench headed by Chief Justice
of India Justice Surya Kant,
which described the matter as
long-pending and stressed the
need for elected civic gover-

nance in Bengaluru. The court
instructed the state govern-
ment to publish the final
ward-wise reservation list by
February 20, setting the pace
for the remaining stages of

the election process.
Appearing for the Karnata-
ka government, senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu Singhvi
informed the court that the
reservation process would be

completed within a month.
Taking note of this assurance,
the bench issued formal direc-
tions and warned that delays
would not be entertained go-
ing forward.

In parallel, the Election
Commission submitted a de-
tailed roadmap. It said the fi-
nal voter list will be published
by March 16, 2026, and poll-
ing is planned by the end of
May 2026. The Commission
also clarified that school and
college buildings would be
made available as polling sta-
tions once examinations con-

clude. With most exams end-
ing after May 26, the Com-
mission assured the court that
elections would be conducted
immediately thereafter.
Recently, the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority released the
draft ward-wise reservation
list for all 369 wards under
the new five-corporation ad-
ministrative structure. The
Karnataka government has
issued the official notification
covering Bengaluru South,
North, East, West and Central
corporations, formally trig-
gering the election process.
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Renaming of Krishna
Bhagya Jal Nigam
Office

VIJAYAPURA
The address of the Exec-
utive Engineer’s office of
Krishna Bhagya Jal
Nigam in Almatti has
been officially renamed.
The office, previously
known as Executive En-
gineer, Kribhajanini, Ani-
cut Division, Almat-
ti-58201, Taluk: Nida-
gundi, District: Vijayapu-
ra, will now be called Ex-
ecutive Engineer, Kribha-
janini, Anicut Security
Unit-2, Almatti-58201,
Taluk: Nidagundi, Dis-
trict: Vijayapura, accord-
ing to a statement by Ex-
ecutive Engineer Taras-
ing Dodamani.

Telephone Helpline for
Grievances of Ex-
Servicemen

VIJAYAPURA
On the occasion of
Armed Forces Day, a
telephone grievance
hearing has been organ-
ized on January 14, 2025,
for ex-servicemen and
their dependents.
The Joint Director in
charge of the Soldiers’
Welfare and Resettle-
ment Department, Ban-
galore, will personally re-
ceive and listen to griev-
ances of all ex-service-
men and their depend-
ents over the phone.
Ex-servicemen and their
families can call on the
landline: 080-25589459
or mobile numbers:
8105233863,
9871103814,
7892289635 to register
their complaints and
have them addressed,
according to a state-
ment by the Deputy Di-
rector of the Soldiers’
Welfare and Resettle-
ment Department.

' Kodi Math Swamiji’s Message
at Nammoora Jatra Mahotsava

Bhimanna united Veerashaivas; Eshwar Khandre promotes unity,
youth values, devotion, and p05|t|ve behavior

BHALKI

Kodi Math Swamiji Shiva-
nanda Shivayogi Rajendra
Swamiji said that any land
where gurus and saints live
becomes sacred. He praised
Havagilingeshwara Shivacha-
rya for turning a neglected
math into a holy and respect-
ed place through sincere and
selfless service.

He was speaking while pre-
siding over the valedictory
program of the Siddaramesh-
wara Nammoora Jatra Mahot-
sava, held on Sunday at Hala-
barga village in Bhalki taluk.

Swamiji said people should
win the hearts of others
through love, good values,
and peaceful conduct. He ex-
plained that devotees should
care for their gurus like par-
ents care for their children,
while gurus should guide dev-
otees with affection and re-
sponsibility.

Recalling history, he said
Bhimanna Khandre united the
divided Veerashaiva commu-
nity and gave it recognition
and strength. He noted that

society is once again facing
divisions and said there is a
need for leaders like him. He
added that Eshwar Khandre is
working in that direction.

Swamiji also said devotion
is a source of strength and
stressed the importance of
faith and loyalty toward gurus
for spiritual growth.

District in-charge minister
Eshwar Khandre said youth
are the most valuable asset of
the nation and should never
become weak. He advised
young people to reduce exces-
sive mobile phone use and
instead adopt good values to
become responsible citizens.

He added that religious festi-
vals unite people and encour-
age positive thinking and
good behavior.

Religious leaders Hava-
gilingeshwara Shivacharya
of Rachoteshwara Math,
Shivananda Swamiji of Hu-
lasur, and Hava Mallinath
Mabharaj also addressed the
gathering. Several prominent
personalities, including
Madivalappa Mangalagi,
Basavaraj Vanke, Dattatri
Mulge, Rajkumar Cheluva,
Ramesh Prabha, Dhanaraj
Patil, Ramesh Patil Karady-
al, and Revanappa Mulge,
were present.

Grand procession marks
festival conclusion

The 11-day Sidda-
rameshwara Nammoora
13th Jatra Mahotsava
concluded with great
enthusiasm at Hala-
barga. Special prayers,
Maha Rudrabhisheka,
and free food distribu-
tion were held at the
Rachoteshwara Math.
Kodi Math Jagadguru Dr.
Shivananda Shivayogi
Rajendra Swamiji, along
with Hava Mallinath Ma-
haraj and Shivananda
Swamiji of Hulasur, were
taken in a grand pro-
cession on a decorated
chariot from the Bidar—
Bhalki main road to the
math. The procession
was marked by a large
turnout of devotees,
band music, and women
carrying sacred pots,
adding to the festive
spirit.

Sai Spurthi Pre-University Science & Commerce College

BIDAR

At Sai Spurthi Pre-Univer-
sity Science & Commerce
College near Kumbarwada
here, a total of 1,623 stu-
dents from different parts of
the district, who are going
to appear for the SSLC ex-
amination, enthusiastically
took part in the 2026-27 Sai
Spurthi Talent Search Stu-
dent Examination held on
Sunday.

Students of the Science
and Commerce streams

wrote the exam in three
phases. The examination
has been organized to sup-
port the higher educa-
tion of poor and
talented students & L
of the district.
The list of stu-
dents who per-
formed well in
the exam will be 5
published soon, ‘\\l
said Chandrashekhar -
Biradar, College Presi-
dent.He further stated that
in the Science stream, the

student securing the highest
marks will receive a laptop
as a prize, the two stu-
s dents securing the

; second place will
each get a tablet,
and the five stu-
dents securing
the third place
will each receive

a smartwatch. In

7\( -
.4 Y// the Commerce

" stream, the first-place

student will receive a tab-
let, the two second-place
students will each get a

smartwatch, and the five
third-place students will get
a calculator.

Additionally, the top 20
students in the exam will
receive free PUC first and
second-year education at the
college, the next 30 students
will get a 50% fee conces-
sion, and the following 50
students will get a 25% fee
concession, he added.

College teaching and
non-teaching staff, along
with students, were present
for the examination.

Roshni Gowda 'highlights
women employees’
rights progress.

BIDAR

The district unit of the Gov-
ernment Women Employees’
Association will be inaugurat-
ed on the 30th of this month,
and a conference will be held
on the same day, said Roshni
Gowda, State President of the
All Karnataka Government
Women Employees’ Associa-
tion. Addressing a press con-
ference on Monday at the
District Press Club, she said a
statewide membership cam-
paign has been launched from
Chamarajanagar to Bidar with
the blessings of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari. So far, 50 lakh
women employees have
joined the association. She
appealed to another 2 crore
women to enroll by paying a
nominal fee of X100 and by
contacting their respective
district or taluk unit presi-
dents.

Roshni Gowda pointed out
that although 52 percent of
government employees in the
state are women working
across various departments,
they have long been denied
the opportunity to raise their
voices in a male-dominated
system. She recalled that
nearly a century ago, Mary
Devasia traveled by bicycle to
organize women employees,
and said it is a matter of pride
to carry forward her legacy.

She said the association had
fought for a long time for
menstrual leave and had also
demanded an end to harass-

Roshni Gowda urged
women employees to join
association, highlighted
rights, legacy, menstrual
leave, and government
recoghnition.

ment and oppression of wom-
en employees by male superi-
ors at all levels, from Group
D staff to senior officials. In
response, the state govern-
ment agreed to grant menstru-
al leave and also declared
September 13, Mary Deva-
sia’s birth anniversary, as the
Foundation Day of the Gov-
ernment Women Employees’
Association.

She added that on Decem-
ber 4, leaders including Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, Dep-
uty Chief Minister D. K. Shi-
vakumar, Legislative Council
Chairman Basavaraj Horatti,
Ministers H. K. Patil, Laksh-
mi Hebbalkar, Santosh Lad,
and other cabinet members
were felicitated at the Vidha-
na Soudha banquet hall.

She said the association
would continue to press for
demands such as appointing
women drivers and women
police personnel for the secu-
rity of senior women officers.
She concluded by urging
women employees to join the
association, remain aware,
and unite to fight injustice
and exploitation.

Several office-bearers and
members were present at the
press meet.

Central Team Surve.él
Flood and Crop Damage

VIJAYAPURA,

A central government
team, including Joint Di-
rector Mahesh Kumar
(Finance Department),
Akash Mohan (ISRO),
and Smt. Honnamba
from Karnataka Natural
Disaster Center, Bengal-
uru, visited Vijayapura
district on Monday to
assess crop losses and
damage to people, live-
stock, and property
caused by monsoon
floods and natural disas-
ters.

The team held meet-
ings with local officials
and received information
that 31,457.8 hectares of
agricultural crops and
31,692 hectares of horti-
culture crops were dam-
aged during the mon-
soon, with an estimated
financial loss of ¥401.18
lakh under NDRF-SDRF
guidelines. Between
June 1 and September
30, floodwaters de-
stroyed 314,577.59 hect-
ares of various crops,
including groundnut,
maize, bajra, cotton, sun-
flower, green gram, gin-
ger, sugarcane, soybean,
and peanut.

Infrastructure losses
include 115.07 km of
PWD roads, 2,939.71 km
of PRD roads, 1,557.6
meters of village bridg-
es, 506 school and an-

ganwadi buildings, 1
primary health center, 11
small irrigation tanks, 61
RWS works, 1,418 hous-
es, and 1,520 poles and
transformers, totaling
%3,64,27.72 lakh. Over-
all, crop and infrastruc-
ture damage is estimated
at 37,65,45.81 lakh.
From April to December
2025, natural disasters
caused 11 human deaths,
70 livestock deaths,
damage to over 2,000
houses, and 606 house-
hold items.

Floods affected multi-
ple villages across Chad-
chan, Indi, Almel, Mud-
debihal, Nidagundi,
Babalewara, Tikota, Vi-
jayapura, Basavan Bage-
wadi, and Devarhippara-
gi taluks. 17 relief cen-
ters were set up in Indi
and Almel, providing
shelter to 1,027 people
from 220 families.

The team also visited
Kannal village to in-
spect damage to pigeon
pea crops and Horti vil-
lage to survey flood-af-
fected Horti tank, which
can irrigate 1,000 acres
once repaired. The tank
repair work, costing
%3.6 crore, has complet-
ed tendering and will
start soon, with comple-
tion expected in three
months, instructed Dis-
trict Commissioner Dr.
Anand K.

Confusion Over Incorrect
Banner at CM’s Yadrami Event

KALABURAGI

Confusion was created among
the public due to incorrect in-
formation displayed on the
boards installed on the main
stage of a program in Yadra-
mi, Kalaburagi district, where
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
was scheduled to participate
on Monday afternoon.

The program involved the
inauguration and founda-
tion-laying ceremonies for
various development works.
Under different departments,
foundation stones were to be
laid for the construction of 17
new public buildings at a cost
of %163.55 crore. However,
the banner on the stage
wrongly mentioned that foun-
dation stones were being laid
for only 16 public buildings.
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Similarly, while the founda-
tion-laying ceremony was be-
ing held for 300 KPS schools
with an estimated cost of
%600 to 3900 crore, the ban-
ner incorrectly stated it as
“300 schools at a cost of 600
to 2900,” without mentioning
crores. This error gave a mis-
leading impression about the
actual project cost.

Displaying such incorrect
and incomplete information at
an important program attend-
ed by the Chief Minister led
to dissatisfaction among the
public. Local people ex-
pressed anger and criticized
the administration for negli-
gence, saying that greater care
should have been taken while
preparing information for a
high-profile government
event.
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Contractors who delay work will be blacklisted

MASKI

Small Irrigation Minister N.
S. Boseraju warned that con-
tractors who take tenders but
fail to start work will be
blacklisted without any leni-
ency. He was speaking on
Sunday at Balaganur town
while inaugurating lift irriga-
tion works. He said the gov-
ernment is giving high prior-
ity to small irrigation projects
to increase groundwater lev-
els. Across the state, more
than 8,000 check dams are
being constructed, and such
projects are being prioritized
in all taluks of the district.
The minister stressed that
quality work is mandatory in
all projects. He warned offi-
cials not to compromise or

allow substandard work un-
der any circumstances.

He said the government
has set a target to provide
borewell-based irrigation fa-
cilities to 13,000 farmers’
lands under the SCSP and
TSP schemes. He also an-
nounced that the Chief Min-
ister will soon inaugurate
various development works
worth 1,500 crore in Raich-
ur. The minister assured
farmers that they need not
worry, as the installation of
gates at the Tungabhadra res-
ervoir will be completed by
June. He also inaugurated a
bridge-cum-barrage at Mattur
in the taluk at a cost of I5
crore, and a project to fill
lakes with water in Kaddara-
la village.

5(A) Sub-canal:

Tenders by month-end
MLA and Khadi and Village
Industries Board Chairman R.
Basanagouda Turvihal said
the government has sanc-
tioned X1,000 crore for the
construction of the 5(A)
sub-canal on the right bank of
the Narayanpur canal, and the
tender process will begin by
the end of this month. He said
there was no development in
the constituency during the
previous BJP government, but
development has gained mo-
mentum after he became. He
added that Minister N. S.
Boseraju is working beyond
party lines by providing funds
for all constituencies and con-
tributing to the overall devel-
opment of the district.

WADAGERA

As part of the annual San-
gameshwara Jatra Mahotsava
held at the Krishnaveni—Bhi-
ma river confluence in the ta-
luk, the Jatra Mahotsava Com-
mittee presents the state-level
“Sangama Siri” Award every
year to individuals who have
made notable achievements in
various fields. The San-
gameshwara Temple Commit-

Selected for the State-level “Sangama Siri” Award

tee has announced that the
Sangama Siri Awards will be
presented to the achievers on
January 13 during the Jatra
Mahotsava program at the
Krishnaveni-Bhima Sangama.
The awards will be given in
the presence of Sangamada
Karuneshwara Shivacharya
Swamiji, along with heads of
various religious institutions,
ministers, MLAs, and other
public representatives.

" For this year, the

awardees selected are:

u Religious field:
Vedamurthy Veerabhadrayya
Swami Devasugur

m Agriculture field:
Nagaratna V. Patil, Yaksinti
m Medical field:
Dr. Rahul S. Naikodi
m Literature field: Shri Mal-
& likarjun Swami Arishinagij

CHILD SAFETY PRIORITY

Children should develop a questwmng attitude: Shashidhar Kosambe

VIJAYAPURA

Shashidhar Kosambe, Chair-
man of the Karnataka State
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights, said that chil-
dren should be curious and
develop a habit of questioning
from their school days. Since
schools give children the free-
dom to ask questions to un-
derstand subjects better, they
should have the eagerness to
learn everything.

He was speaking on Mon-
day at a Children’s Interaction
Program held at the District
Panchayat Hall in the city.
The program was jointly or-

ganized by the Karnataka
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, Director-
ate of Child Protection (Ben-
galuru), District Administra-
tion, District Panchayat, De-
partment of Women and Child
Development, and the District
Child Protection Unit.

He said that children are the
future of the nation, and it is
the collective responsibility of
society to provide them with
a safe environment, quality
education, good health, and a
life with dignity. He stressed
that strict action must be tak-
en against any form of child
abuse, neglect, or violence.

He also said that all govern-
ment facilities and benefits
meant for children should
reach them on time. Ensuring
child safety, a bright future,
and the development of skills

is the main vision of the Com-
mission. He urged concerned
officials to listen carefully to
children’s problems and ad-

dress their needs. Children
can call the child helpline for

any issues, he said. Platforms
that give importance to chil-
dren’s opinions help build
their confidence.

Senior Civil Judge and
Member Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority,
Aravind S. Hagargi, spoke
about child protection laws,
child rights, abolition of child
labour, the importance of ed-
ucation, and various welfare
schemes for children. He in-
teracted directly with children
and answered their questions.
He said the program was an
important step in creating
awareness about child rights
and protection.
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Ch’ballapur Girl
Felicitated for Gold in
National Squash

KOLAR
N. Nisharam, a young
squash player from Chik-
kaballapur district, was
felicitated for winning a
gold medal at the nation-
al-level under-14 squash
championship held in Hy-
derabad, Telangana. Nis-
haram hails from Bom-
mahalli, a small hamlet
under the Doddapailagur-
ki Gram Panchayat in
Chikkaballapur taluk, and
is the daughter of Nar-
asimhamurthy and Anita.
Her achievement has
brought pride to the
State, as she secured the
gold medal in the prestig-
jous national competition.
Following her success,
Nisharam has also earned
the opportunity to com-
pete at the international
level in the near future.
In recognition of her out-
standing performance,
Chikkaballapur District
Athletics Association
General Secretary and in-
ternational referee Man-
chanabale Srinivas visited
her residence and felici-
tated her. He congratulat-
ed the young athlete and
wished her success in
representing India at in-
ternational competitions
and bringing further glory
to the district.

Yathindra Pulls Up
Irrigation Officer Over
Negligence

MYSURU
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s son, Yathindra
Siddaramaiah, strongly
reprimanded an Irriga-
tion Department officer
over the phone for fail-
ing to ensure water sup-
ply to village lakes. The
incident occurred after
farmers from Hanuman-
apura village in the Var-
una Assembly constitu-
ency complained that
lakes had not been filled
despite assurances.
Taking serious note of
the issue, Yathindra
questioned the officer’s
functioning, asking how
such negligence could
occur in the Chief Minis-
ter’s own constituency
and warning that it re-
flected poorly on the
department’s overall
performance. He also
questioned the purpose
of public outreach
meetings if issues re-
mained unresolved.
Yathindra directed sen-
ior officials to take im-
mediate action against
the negligent officer and
ensure prompt relief to
farmers.

GRAM G aBold Step Toward
Developed India: MP Raghavendra

BJP MP B.Y. Raghavendra said the VB-G RAM-G scheme strengthens rural

SHIVAMOGGA

Terming the Centre’s ‘VB-G
RAM-G’ scheme as a decisive
step toward building a devel-
oped India, BJP MP B.Y. Ra-
ghavendra said the Congress
should refrain from giving the
programme a political colour.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the district BJP office,
he said the new law was intro-
duced to rectify shortcomings
in the earlier MGNREGA
scheme implemented by the
Congress and to ensure great-
er benefits for rural citizens.
Raghavendra criticised the
Congress for opposing the
scheme for political reasons,
calling it a sign of intellectual
bankruptcy. He questioned
whether the Congress was ob-
jecting merely because the
acronym “RAM?” appears in
English instead of Gandhi’s
name, adding that even Ma-
hatma Gandhi would not have
opposed it. He accused the
Congress of showing sudden

welfare and accused Congress of politicising reforms

and selective affection for
Gandhi. He recalled that
when the NREGA was intro-
duced in 2006, Gandhi’s
name was not associated with
it for several years and was
added only in 2009 to gain
electoral advantage. He fur-
ther alleged that the Congress
had a long history of naming
hundreds of schemes after
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Ra-
jiv Gandhi, and questioned
why Gandhi’s name was not

remembered then. Highlight-
ing reforms under the new
law, Raghavendra said the
earlier employment guarantee
scheme had become a hub of
corruption, with contractors,
middlemen and machinery
replacing labourers. The re-
vised law ensures direct trans-
fer of wages to workers and
curbs misuse. He added that
mandatory 60-day breaks
during the agricultural season
would help labourers engage

in farming, while unemploy-
ment allowance would be pro-
vided if work is unavailable.

He clarified that employ-
ment days have been in-
creased from 100 to 125 and
that Gram Panchayat powers
will not be curtailed. Criticis-
ing the Congress for “empty
slogans” on Gandhi and
Ambedkar, he urged the par-
ty to support constructive
laws introduced in national
interest.

Treat Public with Dignity: SP
Ramarajan to Police Personnel

BELAGAVI

Belagavi Superintendent of
Police K. Ramarajan has di-
rected police personnel to
treat members of the public
with dignity and patience
when they visit police stations
with grievances. Soon after
assuming charge, the SP vis-
ited the Athani Police Station
on Sunday and interacted with
officers and staff, issuing
clear instructions on public
conduct.

He said people who ap-
proach police stations must be
treated respectfully, seated
properly, and their problems
heard calmly. No police per-
sonnel—from constables to
senior officers—will be al-
lowed to shout at citizens or
use abusive language. If ar-
rests are required, they must
be carried out strictly as per
law, but investigations should
be professional and of high
quality. Abusing or threaten-
ing the public is not the role
of the police, he stressed.

SP Ramarajan also assured
citizens that they need not tol-

erate misconduct by police or
other department staff. If any-
one behaves inappropriately,
the public has the right to
lodge a complaint immediate-
ly. In cases where complaints
are not registered or action is
not taken at the police station
level, people can directly ap-
proach senior officers, he
said.

Addressing road safety, the
SP expressed concern over
the rising number of accidents
in the Athani region, noting
that 68 people lost their lives
in the past year. He warned
that drunk driving leading to
fatalities would attract cases
equivalent to murder. Under-
age driving will not be toler-
ated under any circumstances.

On narcotics and illicit li-
quor, he said modern ganja
test kits are being supplied to
all police stations to enable
instant detection. Immediate
action will be taken if the
public provides information
about illegal liquor sales in
villages.

Regarding matka gambling
and cybercrime, the SP said
action would be taken not
only against small operators
but also against those financ-
ing such rackets. He cau-
tioned the public against on-
line frauds promising quick
and high returns, especially in
the name of stock market in-
vestments, and urged people
to remain alert and think log-
ically before investing.

1-Day Training
on Child Rights
Protection on
January 13

CHITRADURGA

A one-day training pro-
gramme on child rights and
child protection will be held
on January 13 for rural and
urban rehabilitation workers
of Chitradurga district. The
programme is being jointly
organised by the Karnataka
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, district
administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, police department, Wom-
en and Child Development
Department, Department for
the Empowerment of Differ-
ently Abled and Senior Citi-
zens, and the District Child
Protection Unit.

The training will begin at
10.30 a.m. at the Zilla Pan-
chayat auditorium in Chitra-
durga city. Karnataka State
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights member Dr. K.T.
Tippeswamy will inaugurate
the programme, while Zilla
Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer Dr. S. Akash will pre-
side over the event.

Minor Girl

UDUPI

A minor girl from Halebeedu
was rescued near the Bannan-
je Mahalingeshwara Temple
in Udupi after she was found
in a vulnerable condition. She
was noticed by Prem Ram-
achandra of Adi Udupi, who
had visited the temple for dar-
shan. Suspecting something
amiss, he questioned the girl,
who revealed that she had left
home after feeling distressed.

Prem Ramachandra imme-
diately informed social work-
er Nithyananda Olkadu, who

TWIST IN TREASURE CASE

from Halebeedu Rescued in Udupl

in turn alerted the Udupi City
Police. The girl was then pro-
vided temporary shelter at the
Girls’ Home in Doddangudde,
with assistance from Harish
Poojary of Udyavara.

Meanwhile, a missing per-
son case had already been
registered at the Halebeedu
Police Station. Upon learning
that the girl had been found in
Udupi, Halebeedu police ar-
rived with her mother. In the
presence of the Child Welfare
Committee chairperson, the
girl was formally handed over
to the Halebeedu police.

Unsold Maize Leaves
Farmers in Distress

HAVERI

Haveri district has emerged as
a major maize-producing hub,
but farmers are struggling due
to the failure of procurement
and the absence of fair prices.
After sustained protests for
nearly a month, the govern-
ment announced a support
price, offering hope to culti-
vators. However, farmers al-
lege that procurement centres
are now rejecting maize on
the grounds of fungus and ex-
cess moisture, pushing them
into severe distress.

This year, around 12 lakh
metric tonnes of maize have
been cultivated in Haveri dis-
trict. Farmers had demanded
a minimum support price for
a long time, and the govern-
ment eventually declared a
support price of 32,400 per
quintal. Despite completing
registration, farmers say pro-
curement by KMF has not
taken place as expected. In-
stead, purchases are being
made sporadically by ethanol
units and poultry feed manu-
facturers.

Even these private buyers
are allegedly rejecting maize,
citing fungal growth and im-
proper drying. Farmers com-
plain that despite bringing
their produce to procurement
centres and paying rent for
storage for up to 19 days,

Despite a declared
support price, maize
procurement in Haveri
has stalled, forcing
distressed farmers to
face rejections, losses,
and uncertainty.

their maize is being repeated-
ly rejected. Many farmers
were seen in tears, saying
they are unable to bear the fi-
nancial burden any longer.
Following the government’s
announcement of the support
price, farmers believed they
would finally get a fair return
and be able to reduce their
debts. However, they allege
that procurement is being car-
ried out only as a formality.
According to them, out of 50
tractor-loads brought to cen-
tres, nearly 40 are being re-
jected due to moisture or fun-
gus. Farmers say they have
spent nearly 20 days paying
rent and transport costs just to
bring their maize to procure-
ment centres, only to return
empty-handed. With no prop-
er procurement mechanism in
place, they fear being forced
to sell their produce at throw-
away prices. Expressing anger
and frustration, farmers have
demanded immediate inter-
vention from the government
to ensure transparent and fair
procurement of maize.

Joshi Accused of
Obstructing KSP Probe

audsaq &= e3s

SHIVAMOGGA

District Kannada Sahitya
Parishat (KSP) president D.
Manjunath has strongly
criticised KSP president
and Nadoja awardee Ma-
hesh Joshi, accusing him of
attempting to derail the on-
going investigation into
alleged financial irregular-
ities. Addressing a press
conference, Manjunath said
it was “laughable” that
Joshi had approached the
Governor in an attempt to
divert a probe being con-
ducted for the past three
months by a govern-
ment-appointed investiga-
tion team under court direc-
tions.

He alleged that Joshi be-
haved like an authoritarian,
arbitrarily amending KSP
rules to centralise power

with the president, sidelin-
ing the executive commit-
tee. These sweeping chang-
es, he said, have been chal-
lenged in court. Manjunath
further claimed that when
executive committee mem-
bers questioned Joshi’s al-
leged corruption and nepo-
tism, they were insulted,
threatened, and even issued
notices warning of suspen-
sion from lifelong member-
ship. He said media pres-
sure was also used to intim-
idate dissenters, forcing
committee members to at-
tend meetings under police
protection.

Manjunath alleged that a
rules amendment commit-
tee headed by a retired
High Court judge was used
as a cover, while its recom-
mendations were allegedly
ignored.

‘Our Ancestors Gold’ Twist in Lakkundl Treasure Case

GADAG

The case of a treasure discov-
ered during excavation work
at a house in Lakkundi village
has taken a dramatic turn. The
family that honestly handed
over the gold ornaments to
the district administration is
now demanding their return,
claiming the jewellery be-
longs to their ancestors.
Lakkundi, a village in
Gadag district, has a rich his-
torical background. Historical
records indicate that during
the Chalukya period, the re-
gion housed a mint where
gold coins were produced.
Adding weight to this legacy,
gold ornaments were found
while excavating the founda-
tion of a house belonging to
Gangamma Ritti. The Ritti
family, which comes from a
poor background, had demol-

ished their old house to con-
struct a new one when the
gold was unearthed. Acting
responsibly, they immediately
handed over the discovered
ornaments—around 470
grams—to the district author-
ities.

However, the discovery has
now become a source of hard-
ship for the family. Construc-
tion of their house has come

to a halt, leaving them uncer-
tain about the future. Multiple
officials have inspected the
site, but no clear guidance has
been provided so far. Due to
financial constraints, the fam-
ily is currently living in a
rented house, adding to their
distress.

Meanwhile, a team led by
senior Archaeology Depart-
ment official Ramesh Muli-

mani inspected the site.
Speaking to the media, he
said that, on preliminary ob-
servation, the find does not
appear to be a buried treasure
but gold ornaments found
within a house. He noted that
the jewellery is significantly
damaged and, at first glance,
seems likely to belong to the
family itself. He added that
the final conclusion would be
drawn after a detailed archae-
ological examination.

Earlier, the family was
widely praised and felicitated
by the public and officials for
their honesty. But once the
archaeology officials suggest-
ed it may not be a “treasure,”
the family asserted that the
gold—worth an estimated
R60-70 lakh—belongs to
their ancestors and should be
returned to them, insisting
firmly on their claim.

Parashurama Theme Park Stalled Due to
Congress Vendetta, Alleges BJP

KARKALA

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has alleged that the
Parashurama Theme Park
project in Karkala has been
pushed into uncertainty due to
political vendetta by the Con-
gress. Addressing a press con-
ference at the Karkala Press
Club, BJP leaders strongly
criticised senior Congress
leader Ravindra Mallya and
accused the party of deliber-
ately stalling the project.
According to the BJP, the
Congress, driven by political
frustration, has withheld
funds meant for the theme
park under the pretext of an
investigation, with the inten-
tion of keeping the issue alive
until the next elections. As a
result, all developmental
works at the site have come to

a standstill. The party claimed
that despite repeated assur-
ances of full cooperation with
the investigation, their appeal
not to halt development activ-
ities has been ignored.

BJP leaders alleged that
Congress leaders first spread
rumours that the Parashurama
idol was made of fibre, and
after this claim was proven
false, began issuing contradic-
tory statements. They also
accused the Congress of rais-
ing doubts about how the lo-
cal MLA received informa-
tion about the theft before the
police were officially in-
formed, and of making base-
less allegations that the
MLA’s associates were in-
volved. Congress leaders, the
BJP said, even questioned
why thieves stole only orna-
ments despite the presence of

other valuable items in the
theme park. However, the BJP
pointed out that swift police
action led to the arrest of the
accused—Arif alias Munna
from Kalavara Church Hill
and Abdul Hameed from Ka-
voor, Mangaluru—and recov-
ery of the stolen items. After
the real culprits were arrested,
BJP alleged that Congress
leaders have remained silent.
Due to politically motivated
misinformation and conspira-
cy, activities at the Parashura-
ma Theme Park—once
emerging as a major tourist
attraction—have completely
stalled, the BJP said, adding
that buildings and installa-
tions are deteriorating due to
poor maintenance. The party
demanded the immediate re-
lease of the %4.33 crore grant
earmarked for the project.
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Shivayogi Sri
Siddarameshwar Jayanti
Celebrationon Jan 14

CHITRADURGA
The district administra-
tion, District Panchayat,
Department of Kannada
and Culture, and the City

Municipality will jointly
host the “Shivayogi Sri
Siddarameshwar Jayan-
ti” on January 14 at 11
a.m. in the District Col-
lector’s office auditori-
um. Bhovi Gurupitha’s
Immedi Siddarameshwar
Swamiji will grace the
occasion with his divine
presence. The inaugura-
tion will be performed by
Minister for Planning and
Statistics and District In-
charge Minister D. Sud-
hakar, while MLA K.C.

Veerendra Pappi

will preside.
Distinguished guests in-
clude MP Govind M. Ka-
rajol, Hosadurga MLA,
B.G. Govindappa, Cha-
lakkere MLA, T. Raghu-
murthy, Molkalmuru MLA
N.Y. Gopalakrishna, Ho-
lalkere MLA M. Chan-
drappa, and Legislative
Council members Chi-
dananda M. Gowda, K.S.
Naveen, D.T. Srinivas.

' CM Inaugurates Projects worth
2906 Crore in Yadrami Taluk

CM Siddaramaiah inaugurates 3906 crore projects in Yadrami, pledges equality in
Kalyana Karnataka, counters BJP’s political allegations

KALABURAGI

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
expressed confidence that
within ten years, inequality in
Kalyana Karnataka will be
eliminated, ushering in bal-
anced development. Speaking
at the foundation-laying and
inauguration ceremony of var-
ious works, including at KPS
School premises in Yadrami,
organized jointly by the district
administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, and Kalyana Karnataka
Development Board, the CM
inaugurated projects and dis-
tributed benefits to beneficia-
ries.

In the newly announced
Yadrami taluk of the Jevargi
constituency, 87 projects worth
%867.49 crore were inaugurat-
ed, and an additional 38.29
crore worth of works had foun-
dation stones laid, totaling
%906 crore in development ex-
penditure.

Criticizing opposition par-
ties, Siddaramaiah said they

\

spread falsehoods for political
gains, alleging the government
lacks funds for basic infra-
structure, which he refuted,
pointing to the X906 crore
spent in Jevargi alone. High-
lighting government account-
ability, he noted over X1.12
lakh crore has been allocated,
with all promised programs
implemented within the first
year in line with pre-election
assurances.

Siddaramaiah also under-
lined support for farmers:

%1,072 crore was provided as
crop loss compensation for
14.21 lakh affected farmers

statewide, including 3498
crore for 3.23 lakh farmers in
Kalaburagi. Relief measures
included %233 crore for chick-
pea crops affected by disease
and %300 crore for sugarcane
farmers. The CM highlighted
infrastructure achievements,
including laying foundations
for 300 Karnataka Public
Schools and approving 97 dis-
trict offices in 17 taluks of

Kalyana Karnataka. He
stressed that BJP allegations
are false, emphasizing that key
initiatives like 371-J were pos-
sible due to efforts of Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Dharma Singh,
not BJP. Prominent attendees
included AICC leaders Mal-
likarjun Kharge, D.K. Shiva-
kumar, ministers Priyanka
Kharge, Krishnabhairya Gou-
da, Channabasappa Darshana-
pur, Sharan Prakash Patil,
Madhu Bangarappa, Rahim
Khan, and local MLAs.

District Admin Prioritises
Comprehensive Devpt:
DC G. Prabhu

CHIKKABALLAPUR

District Collector G. Pra-
bhu said priority is being
given to overall develop-
ment of Chikkaballapur
district by resolving
long-pending land and rev-
enue-related issues, includ-
ing podi (sub-division) rec-
tification, mutation (phodi)
corrections, inheritance
khata transfers, and govern-
ment land grant cases. Ad-
dressing a press conference
at the District Collector’s
Office, he said around
32,000 applications related
to government land grants
for landless families are
pending in the district, of
which nearly 3,000 are in
the final stage. All such
lands will be surveyed,
boundaries identified, and

podi rectification carried
out on a priority basis.He
said habitations with at
least 10 houses within 157
gram panchayat limits will
be identified as revenue or
sub-revenue villages. Fam-
ilies residing there—wheth-
er on government or private
land—will be provided per-
manent ownership docu-
ments through coordinated
efforts of Panchayat Devel-
opment Officers and Vil-
lage Accountants. The Col-
lector noted that ownership
records of over two lakh
land parcels remain unset-
tled due to the death of
original owners. Through a
special inheritance khata
campaign, the Revenue De-
partment will ensure legal
transfer of these lands to
rightful heirs.

Utilise Cooperative Society
Services: Munlkrlshnappa

DEVANAHALLI

Emphasising the importance of
cooperative institutions, Sri Val-
miki Cooperative Society Presi-
dent Munikrishnappa (Tammaiah)
urged members to conduct their
financial transactions within the
society and make full use of the
facilities provided to achieve eco-
Nnomic progress.

He was speaking after releasing
the 2026 calendar of the Sri Val-
miki Cooperative Society Limited
at its office on BB Road, Devana-
halli, followed by the society’s
general body meeting. Munikrish-
nappa said the society was estab-
lished with the objective of
strengthening the Valmiki com-
munity economically.

Various loan facilities and
skill-development programmes
have been introduced, and mem-
bers should actively utilise them
while supporting the growth of
the society through regular trans-
actions.

Vice-President G. Radhakrishna
stated that while membership is
currently extended to members of
the Valmiki community, banking

and loan facilities will be avail-
able to people from all communi-
ties. He announced that the soci-
ety would officially begin opera-
tions from January 16. Highlight-
ing that all facilities available in
private banks are also offered by
the cooperative, he appealed to
members to prefer the cooperative
over private banks, as this would
strengthen the institution and en-
able it to extend loans to more
people.

He further informed that the so-
ciety would provide loans to
women’s self-help groups, offer
tailoring machine training, com-
puter training for members’ chil-

dren, and facilitate free driving
licences for economically back-
ward sections. More communi-
ty-oriented programmes will be
organised in the future to foster
unity and development.

Director Naveen Koramangala
said applications are being invited
for tailoring machines, computer
training, and driving licences, and
interested members should submit
applications with required docu-
ments at the society’s office.

Several directors, office-bear-
ers, women representatives, and
community members were pres-
ent during the general meeting
and calendar release programme.

Students Shine at National Skting
Roller Netball Championship 2025

DEVANAHALLI

Students from Oxford English
School, Devanahalli, brought
laurels to Karnataka by winning
the silver medal and securing
2nd place in the 8th National
Skating Roller Netball Champi-
onship 2025, held in Hyderabad
on December 25-26.

Representing Karnataka, the
girls’ team led by Lochana R. —
including Kushala R., Chinmayi
S. Gowda, Varsha Prasad Kulkar-
ni, Nurjahan Pathan, and Tayya-
ba Pathan — showcased excep-
tional skill, teamwork, and deter-
mination to clinch the second
spot. The boys’ team, led by
Hitesh A. Gowda, featuring
Prithvi Raj A.M., Bharat Gowda
A.M., Chinmay V.S., and Hrutik
Bhagal from Jamkhandi, secured
4th place, demonstrating remark-
able sportsmanship and compet-
itive spirit.

The championship brought to-
gether top teams from across In-

dia, including Kerala, Telangana,
Delhi, Goa, Tamil Nadu, and
Jammu & Kashmir, making the
event highly competitive and
thrilling.

The students’ achievement was
lauded by Oxford English School
officials, including Secretary M.
Ramachandra Gowda, Adminis-
trative Officer K.M. Subbaiya,
Principal Chhaya V. Pawar, and
the school faculty. The Karnata-
ka team was led and trained by
Prithvi Kant, Association Secre-
tary, along with coaches and
Manager Veerabhadra N.

This remarkable performance
has highlighted the talent and
dedication of Devanahalli’s
youth, inspiring future athletes in
the region and strengthening
Karnataka’s presence in national
roller netball competitions.

The championship served as a
platform for students to gain ex-
perience, improve skills, and
compete with some of the finest
teams from across the country.

Chitradurga Gears
Up for Grand,
Meaningful Republic
Day Celebrations

CHITRADURGA

The Chitradurga district adminis-
tration has begun preparations to
ensure that the Republic Day cel-
ebrations on January 26 are con-
ducted in a vibrant and meaning-
ful manner. Chairing a preparato-
ry meeting at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office, Deputy Com-
missioner T. Venkatesh instructed
officials to make comprehensive
arrangements for the event, em-
phasising coordination among all
departments. Republic Day, sym-
bolising patriotism, national pride
and respect for the Constitution,
will be celebrated at 9 a.m. on
January 26 at the Government
Science College grounds
(Murugha Rajendra Stadium) in
Chitradurga city. The District In-
charge Minister will hoist the na-
tional flag. The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed that invitations be
printed in accordance with proto-
col, including the names of min-
isters, MPs, MLAs and heads of
boards and corporations, and that
officials personally invite public
representatives. The City Munic-
ipal Council has been instructed
to clean and decorate the venue,
provide adequate drinking water
cans and glasses, and illuminate
major city junctions ahead of the
celebrations. Departments includ-
ing Public Works, Panchayat Raj
Engineering and Nirmiti Kendra
will arrange the stage, shamiana,
sound system and seating with

proper barricading.
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XLIOL Cr Spent
on Guarantee

Schemes: Dinesh

Gooligowda

CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka govern-
ment has spent X1.10
lakh crore so far on im-
plementing its five guar-
antee schemes, providing
economic and social se-
curity to people across
the State, said Dinesh
Gooligowda, State
Vice-Chairperson of the
Guarantee Schemes Im-
plementation Authority.

Addressing a review
meeting of guarantee
schemes at the Holalkere
Taluk Panchayat hall, he
said more than 3293 crore
has been spent in Holalk-
ere taluk alone, directly
benefiting residents.
Alongside welfare spend-
ing, the government has
also allocated %1.36 lakh
crore in the Budget for
development works,
thereby ensuring both so-
cial and developmental
guarantees.

Gooligowda noted that
Karnataka’s five guaran-
tee schemes have gone
beyond the State and re-
shaped national debates
on governance and wel-
fare. The “guarantee
model,” focused on pov-
erty alleviation, women’s
empowerment, and social
security, has set a new
benchmark across the
country. Direct transfer of
benefits to beneficiaries’
bank accounts has en-
sured transparency and
accountability, he added.
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Toplace a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

| NAME CHANGE |

I, ARIF PASHA, S/o Late
Mohammed Usman,
resident of at Elahi Akhtar
Orchard, 3rd Floor, No.13,
A, 2nd Street, Tasker
Town, Shivajinagar,
Bangalore-560051, have
changed my name to
ADAM PASHA, vide
affidavit dated: 08.01.2026,
before Notary MEER
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

PUBLIC NOTICE

1. This is to notify the general public that my client
Venkatesh, sfo Dundu Madhaiah, age about 46
years, RI@ no 32, ‘K’ main road, 1st black, 2nd
stage, Nagarabhavi, Bangalore 560072 has entered
agreement to sale the property more fully described
in the schedule hereunder and hereinafter referred
to as the schedule property, from its lawful present
owners Smt. 1. Kamalamma, w/o Shambulingaiah, age
about 45 years 2. S.Bharatha, Slo Shambulingaiah,
age about 27 years, 3. S.Bhindu, D/o Shambulingaiah,
age about 25 years, 1 to 3 all are residing atR/@
Shattihalli Village, Maluru Hobali, Channapatanna, (tg),
Ramanagara (D) the immovable property agreed upon by
us as though agreement to sale vide agreement and it
was registered 08/04/2021 that duly registered before
the Ramanagarasub registrar as Document No.MRN-
1-00327-2021-22 in Book 1 and stored in C.D.No.
RMND951.register at Ramanagarasuh reglstrarmv
client s/o Dundu send
the notice to above said persons twice but no such
forwards to register the sale deed the property

Any personsfinstitutions claiming to have any rights,
title, interest, charge, lien or minor claims whatsoever
over the schedule property may lodge his/her/their/
its claim to the undersigned with documentary proof

within five(5) days of this publication, failing which it
will be presumed that there are no objections or claim
or disputes in respect of the schedule property and
my client shall proceed to get the schedule property
conveyed in her favour. No claims shall be entertained

thereafter.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY

Al that piece and parcel of property bearing Sy
no. 57 measuring 1 Acra 35 Gunta, situated at
Mayaganahallivillage, kasaba Hobali, Ramangara (tg),
and bounded on: EAST by: land of venkatgiri West
by: Land of Shivalingaiah North by : Road South by:
government canal

H.SIDDESH, ADVOCATE, No 1380.2/1, 3rd cross ,

 NAME CHANGE J§ NAME CHANGE

I, ALEEMULLA KHAN, I, HASEENA BHANU, aged 58
S/o Imtiyaz Khan, years, W/o. Shoukath Pasha,
resident of No. 74, 2nd residing at # 3554, V.P. Bore,
Cross, Basava Nagar, Hunsur Town, Mysore District-
Dr. BR Ambedkar 571105, declare that HASEENA
College Road, KG Halli, BHANU and HASINA BANU Both
Bengaluru-560045, the names are belongs to one and
have changed my the same person i.e., myself only.
name to ALIM KHAN, And continue my name in future
vide affidavit dated: HASEENA BHANU, vide affidavit
12.01.2026, before Notary dated: 12.01.2026 before notary
SUMITHRA .N, Bengaluru. H. DINESH, Hunsur.

CAUVERY NEERAVARI NIGAMA LIMITED

(A Govt. of Karnataka Enterprises) P Y
Office of the Executive Engineer, e i
Manchanabele Project Division, e

Bangalore South District, Ramanagara - 562 159.
Phone : 080 - 2978 2259. E-mail : eempdrmgm@gmail.com

Tender Notification No. : 13/2025-26 Date : 12-01-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

The CNNL hereby invites Tender for the Different kinds of
Works under 4701 Head Account through https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in Portal for Kanakapura and Channapatana
Constituency.

The Last Date for Pre-Bid Meeting, Tender Submission,
Opening of Technical Bid, Financial Bid Dates, EMD details
and more Information can be Downloaded from the Website :
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Portal and for further information

please visit Office at working hours.
Sd/- Executive Engineer,

C.N.N.L., M. P. Division,
Bangalore South District, Ramanagara.

DIPR/Ramanagar/562/Manipal/2025-26

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT DIVISION, BELAGAVI.
PH NO.0831-2463850 / FAX NO.0831-2423008

3rd ‘C’ Main, ‘E’ block,S
Rajajinagar 2nd stage, Bangalore - 560 010
MOBIL: 9900978372

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public are informed that my cllent
Mr. C. Nagendra S/o Venkobaiat
reS|d|ng at: 19A/110/75, Ward No.
8, Raj la Bad , 2nd
Stage oth phase Appagere Maln
Road, Channapatna Taluk, Bangalore
South District-562160.

Our client has lost previous Sale
deed in Channapatna Bus Stand the
Original Registered Sale Deed
bearing document No. CAN-1-
07276-2011-12, date 16-02-2012,
registered in the Office of the Sub-
Registrar Channapatna, executed by
Sri. H. Manjappa S/o
Hanumanthappa, in favour of
Sri S. Jayanna S/o Chikkaboregowda
@ Sannappa in respect of the All
that piece and parcel of the
Khanesumari No. 19A/110/75,
measuring East to West: 30 feet,
North to South: 40 feet Si d at,

No.EE/MI&GWDDD/BGM/TND/AE1/2025-26/4724  Date: 12-01-2026

As per KTTP Act-2000 and recent Amendments the
Executive Engineer Minor Irrigation & Ground Water
Development Department Division Belagavi has invited the
Item rate tender through KPPP (https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in). Total 10 Nos. of Belagavi/Athani/Gokak Sub
Divisions. Estimate Amount Highest Rs.840.00 Lakhs &
Lowest Rs.07.00 Lakh. 1. For KW-4 work: Date of Pre-tender
meeting:20-01-2026 at 11.00 AM, 2.Tender Receipt Last
Date:21-01-2026 Evening 4.00 PM, 3. Tender Opening
Date:22-01-2026 Evening 4.30 PM (if possible), 4. For Tender
Details office address: Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &
Ground Water Development Department Division Belagavi
& www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-Executive Engineer,
M.I & GWDD Division, Belagavi.

DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1626/KSMCA/2025-26

Thittamaranahalli Grama Panchayat,
Mangalavarapete Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Channapatna Taluk,

| NAME CHANGE_

I, ABDUL RASHEED (alias)
BABU, residing at No. 15,
4th Cross, Bheemanna
Layout, Kavalbyrasandra,
Bengaluru-560032, have
changed my name to
ABDUL RASHEED BABU,
vide affidavit dated:
09.01.2026, before Notary
N.NAGAPPA, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE_

I, ADAM PASHA, S/o Late
Allah Bakash, resident of at
Elahi Akhtar Orchard, 3rd
Floor, No.13, A, 2nd Street,
Tasker Town, Shivajinagar,
Bangalore-560051, have
changed my Father name
from ALLAH BAKASH, to
MOHAMMED USMAN vide
affidavit dated: 08.01.2026,
before Notary MEER
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

B lore South District,
bounded on: East by: Site No. 74,
West by: Site No. 76, North by:
A Road left open to roam, South By:
Appagere Gramatana. The said
property is in possession of
Mr. C. Nagendra since from
14-09-2015, he is the absolute
owner and is absolutely free from
any encumbrance whatsoever.
My Client had lost the above
mentioned & Inspite of several
efforts the Original deeds not found
and he has lodged the police
complaint through online
dated 12-01-2026, Lost Report
No. 2004392/2026.

If any person found or anyone
having any claim or interest over
the said property, he/she is
requested to forward their claims
along with the relevant documents
to us within 07 days of this public
notice. If we do not receive any
claim from any person within
07 days, it will be strictly presumed
that this property is absolutely free
from any claim or encumbrance
and no one has any claim over
this property and if any One found
the above deed kindly contact
below mentioned.

Contact Adresss:
Shivaswamy. S., Advocates,
Mahadevappa Building, 1st Floor,
1st Room, Opp A.B.R. Tower,
B.M. Road, Ramanagara-562159.

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SURGEON,

SNR DISTRICT HOSPITAL, KOLAR

Phone No0.08152-22203536, Email.dskolar@gmail.com
NO: SNR/SUP/RC/53/2025-26 Date: 05.01.2026

E -TENDER INVITATION (Call-4)

Bids are hereby invited for the supply of Drugs, Laboratory
reagents and ortho implants on rate contract basis to SNR
hospital, Kolar. Details of tender terms and conditions are
available on E-tender portal http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Tendering authority reserves the right to cancel any or all
e-bids without assigning any reasons bidders are advised
to visit the website regularly for updated information from
time to time. (1) Supply of Drugs and surgical items, IFT No:
NO: SNR/SUP/RC/53/2025-26, Date: 05.01.2026, Estimated
Cost Rs. 50 lakhs, EMD:1, 00,000/- , Last date for
submission 15.01.2026, 05:00 PM. (2) Supply of
Laboratory reagents and consumables, IFT No: NO: SNR/
SUP/RC/54/2025-26, Date: 05.01.2026, Estimated Cost Rs.50
lakhs, EMD:1,00, 000/-, Last date for submission
15.01.2026, 04:00 PM. (3) Supply of Ortho and OMFS
implants, IFT No: NO: SNR/SUP/ Implants/49/2025-26, Date:
05.01.2026, Estimated Cost Rs.50 lakhs, EMD:1,00,000/-,
Last date for submission 04.02.2026, 04:00 PM.
Sd/- DISTRICT SURGEON
SNR DISTRICT HOSPITAL, KOLAR

DIPR/KOLAR/RO:435/KSMCA/2025-26

L X X X KALABURIGI
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Assam Police arrest
fake doctor in Cachar
district

Guwabhati
Continuing its crackdown
onillegal medical prac-
tice, the Assam Police in
Cachar district have ar-
rested another individual
for allegedly practising
medicine using forged
qualifications, officials
said on Monday. The ac-
cused has been identified
as Shamim Ahmed
Laskar, a resident of the
Bhaga area under the
Dholai police station lim-
its. He was apprehended
following a complaint al-
leging that he had been
running a medical cham-
ber without valid medical
credentials. According to
police, the arrest was
made after a written
complaint was submitted
by Dr Abhijit Neog, An-
ti-Quackery and Vigilance
Officer of the Assam
Council of Medical Regis-
tration (ACMR).

AT-1/ ZONE-1

¥ 9 0
ENFORCEMENT DIRECTORATE

ED attaches
properties worth
22.66 crore

Raipur
The Raipur Zonal Office
of the Directorate of En-
forcement (ED) has is-
sued a Provisional At-
tachment Order (PAO)
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, attaching
eight immovable proper-
ties valued at approxi-
mately Rs 2.66 crore, an
agency statement said on
Monday. According to ED,
these assets, consisting
of land parcels and resi-
dential flats, were alleg-
edly acquired by accused
individuals Saumya
Chaurasia and Nikhil
Chandrakar in the names
of their relatives, using
proceeds of crime derived
fromiillegal coal levy col-
lection and extortion ac-
tivities in Chhattisgarh.

NDA SLAMS RJD MP OVER
ALLEGED ABUSE OF VOTERS

NDA leaders slammed an RJD MP after a viral video allegedly
showed him abusing voters post-election in Bihar

PATNA

A political controversy has
erupted in Bihar a day after a
purported video surfaced
showing Surendra Prasad Ya-
dav, the Lok Sabha MP from
Jehanabad, allegedly using
abusive and offensive lan-
guage against voters who did
not support his party. The in-
cident has triggered sharp re-
actions from leaders of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA), who described the ep-
isode as disgraceful and em-
blematic of the political cul-
ture of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal.

Leading the attack, Neeraj
Kumar, a Member of the Leg-
islative Council from the Ja-

nata Dal (United), accused
Surendra Yadav of arrogance
and a lack of accountability.
He recalled that Yadav had
represented the Belaganj As-
sembly constituency for 35
years but suffered a major po-
litical setback when his son
was defeated by Manorma
Devi, a widow candidate, first
in a by-election and again in
the 2025 Assembly elections.

Neeraj Kumar said that de-
spite such defeats, resorting to
abusive language against vot-
ers was highly condemnable
and exposed the true character
of RJD leaders.

The criticism intensified
with Ramkripal Yadav, BJP
MLA and Bihar’s Agriculture
Minister, demanding strict dis-
ciplinary action from the
RID’s top leadership. He al-
leged that the party’s frustra-
tion after electoral losses was
now being vented on the pub-
lic, including members of the
Yadav community—tradition-
ally considered a strong sup-
port base of the RJD. Ramkri-
pal Yadav warned that alienat-
ing this community could
drastically reduce the party’s

political relevance in the state.

According to reports, the
controversial incident oc-
curred, January 11, when
Surendra Prasad Yadav visited
areas within his Jehanabad
constituency following the
RJD’s crushing defeat in the
Assembly elections. Local
residents reportedly ques-
tioned him about the lack of
development, which allegedly
provoked the MP.

In the video, Yadav is heard
saying that only 15,000 votes
were polled in his favour
from the area and questioning
what could be done under
such circumstances. He is
also seen naming individuals
while allegedly using offen-
sive words.

Delivery rider
assaulted, forced
to squat

NEW DELHI

A delivery rider, identified as
Rishabh Kumar, was brutally
assaulted after being forced to
squat like a chicken as a form
of punishment at a Zepto
store in Delhi's New Ashok
Nagar area, police said on
Monday. The incident took
place, which falls under the
jurisdiction of the New Ashok
Nagar police station in East
Delhi, and the entire episode
was captured on CCTV cam-
eras installed at the premises.

According to police offi-
cials, the assault allegedly fol-
lowed an incident in which
Rishabh took a perfume from
the store and sprayed it on
himself. This act was reported-
ly noticed by other employees
present at the store. Following
this, the delivery rider was al-
legedly subjected to humiliat-
ing treatment, during which he
was forced to squat like a
chicken before being brutally
beaten by those present.

The New Ashok Nagar Po-
lice Station has registered a
complaint in the matter and
initiated an investigation. Of-
ficials said that the CCTV
footage is being examined,
and further action will be tak-
en soon based on the findings.

A political row broke out in Kolkata after a Trinamool Congress
poster near Swami Vivekananda’s house drew BJP ire

Poster Row Erupts as BJP
Accuses Trmamool Congress

KOLKATA

A fresh political controversy
erupted in West Bengal on
Monday over a poster featur-
ing Abhishek Banerjee, the
All India General Secretary of
the Trinamool Congress,
placed in front of the ances-
tral residence of Swami
Vivekananda at Simla Street
in North Kolkata. The Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)
strongly objected to the post-
er, alleging that it glorified
Abhishek Banerjee while
completely omitting any im-
age or representation of Swa-
mi Vivekananda, despite bear-
ing the message Welcome,
Crown Prince.

The BJP claimed that in-
stalling such a poster outside
Swami Vivekananda’s ances-
tral house, particularly on his
birth anniversary, amounted
to an insult to the revered
spiritual leader. Monday
marked the 163rd birth anni-
versary of Swami Vivekanan-
da, a day traditionally ob-
served with tributes and com-
memorative events across the

state.

Leader of the Opposition in
the West Bengal Assembly,
Suvendu Adhikari, along with
Union Minister and state BJP
president Sukanta Majumdar,
arrived at Simla Street early
in the morning to pay homage
to Vivekananda. Abhishek
Banerjee is scheduled to visit
the site later in the afternoon
to offer his respects. The con-
troversial poster was report-
edly put up by Jorasanko
MLA Vivek Gupta to wel-
come Banerjee.

Criticising the hoarding,
Suvendu Adhikari said that
Swami Vivekananda alone
deserved to be called a crown
prince. He alleged arrogance

—

on the part of the ruhng party
for projecting the Chief Min-
ister’s nephew as a “Yuvraj’ at
such a sacred location.
Adhikari also claimed that lo-
cal religious authorities had
instructed that no political
leader’s photograph should be
displayed at the site, an in-
struction he said was ignored.

Echoing similar sentiments,
Sukanta Majumdar launched
a sharp verbal attack, alleging
that criminal elements now
frequent areas once associated
with Vivekananda. He urged
the people of Bengal to reject
such forces, warning that oth-
erwise the state would fail to
nurture leaders of Vivekanan-
da’s stature again.

‘BJP’s Fight in WB is
Between Terrorism
and Democracy’

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Giriraj Singh
on Monday launched a scath-
ing attack on the ruling Trin-
amool Congress government
in West Bengal, asserting that
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
political struggle in the state
is not a routine electoral con-
test but a decisive battle be-
tween terrorism and democra-
cy. His remarks have further
sharpened the political dis-
course in the state as parties
prepare for the upcoming
elections.

Targeting Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Giriraj
Singh alleged that her govern-
ment has compromised na-
tional security and democratic
values. He claimed that the
BJP is fighting against what
he described as a system that
allegedly supports terrorists,
encourages Bangladeshi infil-
tration, and follows appease-
ment politics. According to
the Union Minister, the pres-
ent dispensation must be re-
moved from power to restore
democracy and ensure the
safety and stability of the
state.

In West Bengal, the BJP is
fighting a battle between ter-
rorism and democracy, Singh
said while addressing the po-
litical situation. He further
alleged that the state govern-
ment’s policies have weak-
ened law and order, forcing
the BJP to position itself as
the only viable alternative ca-
pable of safeguarding consti-
tutional values and public se-
curity.

The comments come at a
time of heightened political
tension in West Bengal, with

Union Minister Giriraj
Singh intensified BJP’s
attack on the
Trinamool Congress,
calling West Bengal’s
political battle one of
democracy

the BJP intensifying its cam-
paign against the ruling party.
Party leaders have increasing-
ly highlighted issues of gov-
ernance, corruption, and secu-
rity as central themes of their
electoral narrative.

Echoing Giriraj Singh’s
views, BJP MLA Pawan
Singh said that the prevailing
political atmosphere in the
state reflects growing public
dissatisfaction with the Trina-
mool Congress government.
He pointed to the ruling par-
ty’s frequent mention in cor-
ruption cases and suggested
that public silence should not
be mistaken for approval.

The people are against the
ruling party. If they were hap-
py, they would express it
openly, Pawan Singh re-
marked, adding that voters are
politically aware and actively
forming opinions ahead of the
elections. He expressed con-
fidence that there is a real
possibility of political change
in the state this time.

APEDA’s new office in Raipur
to strengthen agri exports

NEW DELHI

The Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA) on Monday said it
has inaugurated a regional of-
fice in Raipur to boost agri
and processed food exports
from Chhattisgarh. Chhattis-
garh offers significant export
potential across a wide range
of products, including premi-

um non-basmati rice varieties
and Geographical Indication
(GI)-tagged products such as
Jeeraphool Rice and Nagri Du-
braj Rice. According to Com-
merce Ministry, the state also
produces a variety of fruits and
vegetables including guava,
banana, dragon fruit, jackfruit,
custard apple, tomato and cu-
cumber, along with important
minor forest produce such as
mahua, tamarind.

11 lakh leave Chennai; public
transportation under strain

CHENNAI

An estimated 11 lakh people
left Chennai for various parts
of Tamil Nadu and neighbour-
ing states over the weekend
ahead of the Pongal festival,
triggering a massive surge in
demand for public transport
and heavy congestion on ma-
jor highways.

Railways handled the bulk
of the festive rush. A total of
97 trains departed from Chen-
nai Central and 85 trains from
Chennai Egmore and Tam-
baram on Saturday and Sun-
day. Together, these services
have the capacity to carry
around 3.65 lakh passengers
per day.

Railway sources said that
over the past two days alone,
more than seven lakh passen-
gers are estimated to have
travelled by train from the
city. To ease the demand, ad-
ditional special trains were
operated to Tirunelveli,
Nagercoil, Tiruchy and other
key destinations.

Road travel, however, was
marked by long delays. Na-
tional highways leading out of

the city witnessed heavy con-
gestion, particularly the GST
Road, where vehicle queues
stretched from Tambaram to
Guduvanchery for several
hours.

Traffic police deployed ad-
ditional personnel and diver-
sions at key junctions to man-
age the flow, but the volume
of vehicles continued to test
road capacity through the
weekend.

The State Transport Depart-
ment said bus services were
significantly ramped up to
accommodate travellers.

In an official statement, the
department said that 5,510
buses were operated from the
Kilambakkam, CMBT and
MMBT bus termini over the
weekend, ferrying around
2.47 lakh commuters.

As of January 11, about
2.18 lakh passengers had al-
ready reserved tickets in gov-
ernment buses. Officials add-
ed that, in addition to 2,092
regular services operated dai-
ly, a total of 10,245 special
buses have been planned be-
tween January 9 and 14 to
meet the festive demand.

ECI cautions micro-observers
of disciplinary action

KOLKATA

The Election Commission of
India has cautioned the mi-
cro-observers in West Bengal
of strong disciplinary action
in case of any deliberate devi-
ation from the ECI-prescribed
standard operating procedure
(SOP) for them. The mi-
cro-observers have been ap-
pointed for the supervision of
the hearing sessions on claims
and objections on the draft
voters’ list, which is the ongo-
ing second level of the three-
stage Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) in the state.

The development is signifi-
cant since the 3,500 mi-
cro-observers appointed, es-
pecially, for West Bengal
have been selected from ei-
ther the Central government

or those from the central pub-
lic sector undertakings or
public sector banks, most in
the Group-B category and a
few in the Group-A category.

Since they are Central gov-
ernment or Central PSU or PSU
bank employees, on which the
Union government has full con-
trol, initiating disciplinary pro-
ceedings against them in case
of deliberate deviation from the
ECI- prescribed SOP would be
far easier than doing the same
for electoral registration offi-
cers (EROs), assistant electoral
registration officers (AERIs)
and booth-level officers
(BLOs), who are state govern-
ment employees or teachers of
state-run schools, explained an
insider from the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO),
West Bengal.

Ajit Pawar promises freebies; BJP counters

PUNE

The political atmosphere in
Pune has escalated to a criti-
cal juncture as Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar and the
BJP's top guns, including
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis and Higher and Techni-
cal Education Minister Chan-
drakant Patil, are embroiled in
a significant verbal confronta-
tion regarding the issue of
freebie politics.

The conflict intensified af-
ter Deputy CM and NCP chief
Ajit Pawar, representing the
Nationalist Congress Party,
promised free PMPML (Pune
Mahanagar Parivahan Maha-
mandal Limited) bus and
Metro services in Pune and
Pimpri Chinchwad in their
joint manifesto, titled 'Ashta-
sutri Pragati (Eight-Point
Progress)'.

In a strategic move to woo
voters, Dy CM Ajit Pawar
claimed that making public
transport free is financially
viable. He argued that if the
Municipal Corporation allo-
cates Rs 5 crore monthly for
the Metro and Rs 20 crore for
PMPML (totalling
roughly Rs 300 crore
annually), free travel
could become a real-
ity within three years
of the NCP coming
to power. This an-
nouncement has re-
portedly rattled the
BJP leadership, who
recently released their own
'Sankalp Patra’ (Vision Docu-
ment) focused on a Devel-
oped Pune.

Incidentally, NCP and BJP
are engaged in a friendly
fight, but due to political rhet-
oric between the two, the con-

test has become fierce. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
has openly criticised fellow
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar’s
campaign promise of provid-
ing free bus and metro travel
to residents of Pune and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad, calling it un-
realistic and legally un-
feasible. He remarked, 1
was actually thinking of
announcing today that
all flights taking off
from Pune should be
free for women. What
does it take to make an
announcement? It costs
us nothing to make tall
claims.

He suggested that such
promises often stem from po-
litical insecurity. He stated
that politicians sometimes re-
lease unrealistic manifestos
out of desperation when they
realise they might not win.

POLAVARAM WATER DISPL

AP CM Defends Polavaram—Nallamalla Sagar Link

AMARAVATI

Amid the ongoing dispute be-
tween Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana over the sharing of
river waters, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu on Monday strongly
defended the proposed Pola-
varam—Nallamalla Sagar link
project, asserting that it would
not cause harm to any state
and would instead ensure op-
timal utilisation of surplus
water from the Godavari Riv-
er.

Speaking at a meeting with
ministers and secretaries at

the Andhra Pradesh Secretar-
iat, the Chief Minister ques-
tioned the objections being
raised to the diversion of sur-
plus Godavari waters. He said
there was nothing wrong with
using water released from up-
stream and diverting it at Po-
lavaram to Nallamalla Sagar.
Naidu emphasised that he had
never opposed Telangana’s
irrigation projects in the past
and stressed that both Telu-
gu-speaking states could effi-
ciently utilise the vast Goda-
vari water resources through
mutual understanding and
coordination.

Reiterating his commitment
to the iconic Polavaram Proj-
ect, Naidu said the project
would be completed and ded-
icated to the nation before the

upcoming Godavari Push-
karam. Describing Polavaram
as a magnificent project, he
claimed that once it is com-
pleted, no other state in South
India would be able to com-
pete with Andhra Pradesh in
terms of irrigation potential,
water availability, and agri-
cultural growth.
Highlighting the issue of
water wastage, the Chief Min-
ister pointed out that nearly
3,000 TMC of water flows
unused into the sea every
year. He said initiatives such
as Pattiseema have already
helped divert Godavari water

to the Krishna delta, saving
storage in Srisailam and en-
abling the transfer of water to
the drought-prone Rayalasee-
ma region. According to him,
the proposed Nallamalla
Sagar project presents a sig-
nificant opportunity to supply
water to Rayalaseema,
Prakasam, and other wa-
ter-scarce regions of the state.
Naidu also maintained that
Telangana would stand to
benefit from the project, as
the neighbouring state would
have the opportunity to utilise
surplus water from Polavaram
without any disadvantage.
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(Bl court sentences
PNB officialsinZ 4 cr
bank fraud case

New Delhi
A CBI court has convicted
and sentenced two for-
mer Punjab National
Bank (PNB) officials in
connection withaRs 4
crore bank fraud case in-
volving the Jor Bagh
branch in New Delhi, an
official statement said on
Monday. The convicted
public servants are
Kulvinder Kaur Johar, then
Chief Manager and
Branch Head, and Ranjiv
Suneja, then Senior Man-
ager of PNB's Jor Bagh
branch. The court sen-
tenced both to three
years’ rigorous imprison-
ment and imposed a fine
of Rs 75,000 each. The
bank’s panel advocate,
Narendra Singh Parihar,
was also convicted and
sentenced to two-and-a-
half years’ imprisonment
with a fine of Rs 50,000.

Dasuwal gang’s 7
associates held for ex-
sarpanch murder

Chandigarh
Solving the murder of for-
mer sarpanch Jharmal
Singh, Punjab Police on
Monday claimed to have
arrested seven accused,
including two assailants,
ina major blow to the
Prabh Dasuwal gang. Di-
rector General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said
investigations have es-
tablished gangster Prabh
Dasuwal as the master-
mind behind the murder,
committed due to old en-
mity, underscoring the
pre-planned and targeted
nature of the crime. The
DGP, accompanied by
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (Counter In-
telligence) Amit Prasad,
Inspector General of Po-
lice (Headquarters) Sukh-
chain Singh Gill and Com-
missioner of Police Am-
ritsar Gurpreet Singh Bhu-
llar, said the breakthrough
reflected the resolve of
the police to act decisive-
ly against organised
crime.

Pune Emerges as

Pune has become a political battleground as alliance
partners Ajit Pawar and Devendra Fadnavis clash over control

PUNE

The political landscape in
Pune has turned into a high-
stakes contest, with Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar and Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis increas-
ingly at odds despite being
part of the same ruling alli-
ance. What was once per-
ceived as routine coalition
friction has now evolved into
an open struggle for regional
dominance, placing Pune at
the centre of Maharashtra’s
political churn.

Recent developments indi-
cate that the Bharatiya Janata
Party is unwilling to concede
Pune, long regarded as Ajit
Pawar’s political stronghold.
The tension largely stems
from Pawar’s insistence on
retaining decisive control
over Pune’s civic and admin-
istrative affairs—an approach

.

 Q

that the BJP leadership has
firmly resisted. This has re-
sulted in a series of public
disagreements, policy rever-
sals, and sharp political ex-
changes between the two
sides.

Several flashpoints have
highlighted the growing di-
vide. Proposals pushed by
Pawar, including the division
of the Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration into three separate enti-
ties and the introduction of
free bus travel, were swiftly

rejected by Chief Minister
Fadnavis. The repeated rejec-
tion of these initiatives has
been interpreted within polit-
ical circles as a clear signal
that the BJP is unwilling to
allow unilateral deci-
sion-making by its coalition
partner in Pune.

As the Pune and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad municipal
elections draw closer, the con-
frontation has intensified. The
BJP and the Ajit Pawar-led
faction of the Nationalist
Congress Party now find
themselves in a direct face-
off, even while sharing power
at the state level. Within the
broader Mahayuti alliance—
which includes the BJP, the
Shiv Sena led by Eknath
Shinde, and the Ajit Pawar
faction—coordination has
been uneven, with joint elec-
toral contests reportedly lim-
ited largely to Kolhapur.

The Kerala High Court sharply criticised the SIT probing the
Sabarimala gold theft case for serious investigative lapses

Kerala HC .Raps SIT Over Failure to
Arrest Accused in Sabarimala Case

KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Monday delivered a scathing
rebuke to the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) probing
the high-profile Sabarimala
gold theft case, expressing
strong displeasure over its
failure to arrest key accused
K.P. Sankaradas. The court
questioned the credibility of
the investigation and raised
concerns over alleged prefer-
ential treatment extended to
influential individuals.

A division bench made the
observations while hearing
the bail pleas of three accused
— gold trader Govardhan,
former Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) President
A. Padmakumar, and Murari
Babu. The court adjourned the
matter and said its judgment
on the bail applications would
be delivered at a later date.

During the hearing, the
bench noted that Sankaradas,
a former TDB member, has

muEvA
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been hospitalised ever since
he was named as an accused.
The court expressed serious
doubts over the reasons cited
by the SIT for not arresting
him, particularly pointing out
that Sankaradas was accom-
panied to the hospital by his
son, a senior police official.
The bench questioned wheth-
er such circumstances justi-
fied his continued exemption
from arrest.

How can such irregularities
take place in this state? the
court asked, adding that it
could not accept either the
conduct of the investigating
officers or the manner in
which the SIT was function-
ing. The judges remarked that

the investigation appeared
deeply flawed and lacked
consistency in its approach
towards different accused.

The court also took a criti-
cal view of the role played by
sponsors and individuals
linked to the administration of
the Sabarimala Temple, ob-
serving that the probe seemed
to be catching a big fish by
using a small bait. This re-
mark reflected the court’s
concern that the SIT might be
selectively targeting certain
accused while shielding oth-
ers with political or institu-
tional influence.

Reiterating accountability,
the bench made it clear that
Padmakumar could not es-
cape responsibility for his al-
leged role in the case. Ques-
tioning the very relevance of
the Devaswom Board, the
court asked why such an insti-
tution exists if its responsibil-
ities could effectively be han-
dled by a single individual,
Unnikrishnan Potti.

Yamuna cruise t kick off in Feb:
Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra

NAVI MUMBAI

Delhi Tourism Minister Kapil
Mishra on Monday inspected
an under-construction boat to
be used for the Yamuna cruise
and announced that the Goa-
type recreational boat cruises
and ferry services will begin
next month. Tentatively
named Yamuna River Santosh
Cruise, the Yamuna Boat
Tourism and Ferry Infrastruc-
ture Development Project is
likely to be inaugurated by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
next month, he said.

The project, located up-
stream of the Wazirabad Bar-
rage between Sonia Vihar and
Jagatpur in North East Delhi,
is expected to provide a new
green tourism experience to
Delhiites and enhance con-
nectivity through eco-friendly
river travel.

The cruise boat will depart
from Mumbai on January 20
and reach Delhi in 3 to 4
days. Its engine will be fitted
in Delhi, and sometime in
February, the CM will launch
it. Along with this, other wa-
ter sports activities are also

set to begin.

Mishra said the Delhi gov-
ernment is all geared up to of-
fer an international luxury ex-
perience, along with recreation
activities, at affordable prices.
As part of efforts to promote
inland water transport and
short-distance urban tourism,
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways (MoPSW) is
helping the Delhi government
to develop facilities along a
6-7 km round-trip corridor be-
tween Sonia Vihar and Jagat-
pur for Rs 20 crore.

On June 21, Chief Minister
Gupta and Mishra performed
Yoga to celebrate Internation-
al Yoga Day at the Water
Sports Club on the banks of
the Yamuna in Sonia Vihar
and announced plans to start
the cruise service. CM Gupta
took part in Yoga with the
theme ‘Yoga with Yamuna’
and reiterated her resolve to
clean the river. She asserted
that her government is work-
ing with seriousness to ensure
that untreated water from
drains does not enter the river
and that every drop flowing
into the Yamuna is clean.

Youth key to achieving ‘Developed
Rajasthan’ goal: Rajasthan CM

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Mon-
day emphasised that active
youth participation is vital to
achieving the vision of a De-
veloped Rajasthan, noting
that India is a young nation
and its youth form the back-
bone of both the country and
the state. Addressing stu-
dents from various educa-
tional institutions during a
pre-budget dialogue at the
Chief Minister’s residence,
Sharma said the goals of a
Developed India and a De-
veloped Rajasthan can be

realised through the energy,
innovation and determina-
tion of young people.

Extending greetings on
National Youth Day, he said
Swami Vivekananda contin-
ues to inspire generations,
urging youth to remain fo-
cused and resolute in pursu-
ing their aspirations. “When
the youth progress, the nation
and the state move forward,”
he remarked.

The Chief Minister said the
state government is commit-
ted to inclusive youth devel-
opment and is working to-
wards a youth-centric budget
to accelerate growth.

KERALA

PM MOdl Inaugurates
Gujarat Regional Conference

RAJKOT

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday inaugurated
the Vibrant Gujarat Regional
Conference: Saurashtra-Kutch
(VGRC 2026) along with a
five-day business exhibition
at Marwadi University, reaf-
firming the vision of Viksit
Gujarat to Viksit Bharat. The
event marks a significant push
to strengthen regional devel-
opment as a cornerstone of
India’s broader economic
growth strategy.

Over the next two days, the
conference will host more
than 50 sector-focused semi-
nars and thematic sessions,
covering a wide spectrum of
areas including industries, ag-
riculture, fisheries, tourism,
environment, startups, sus-
tainability, and future technol-
ogies. These discussions aim
to align policy frameworks
with grassroots entrepreneur-
ship while promoting innova-
tion-led growth across the
Saurashtra-Kutch region.

The five-day exhibition has
emerged as a major highlight,
serving as a vibrant platform

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
inaugurated the
Vibrant Gujarat
Regional Conference
in Saurashtra-Kutch,
highlighting Gujarat’s
role in national growth

to showcase innovation, en-
trepreneurship, and regional
excellence. With participation
from over 450 exhibitors, the
exhibition reflects the diversi-
ty and depth of Gujarat’s
economy. It includes more
than 160 micro, small and
medium enterprises (MS-
MEs), 60 startups and inno-
vators, 62 artisans, and 70
stalls representing central
and state government depart-
ments.

Spread across six domes
and covering a total area of
26,400 square metres, the ex-
hibition has transformed the
venue into a dynamic hub for
business networking, collab-
oration, and knowledge ex-
change. One of its key attrac-
tions is the Reverse Buy-

ers-Sellers Meet (RBSM),
which offers regional MSMEs
a rare opportunity to engage
directly with more than 110
international buyers.

For the first time, cottage
industries are participating in
exclusive interactions with
over 20 international buyers,
significantly expanding their
global outreach. The initiative
has received an overwhelm-
ing response, with more than
2,200 business meetings con-
ducted within the first two
days alone. Additionally, over
1,000 memoranda of under-
standing (MoUs) have been
signed, generating expecta-
tions of export business ex-
ceeding %500 crore.

Local businesses, industry
leaders, startups, academic
institutions, and technical stu-
dents are participating enthu-
siastically, creating a unique
confluence of ideas, innova-
tion, and opportunity. The
strong presence of youth and
academic institutions has un-
derscored the role of skill de-
velopment and research in
shaping Gujarat’s future econ-
omy.

SC seeks ECI
response on plea
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day sought a response from
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) on pleas filed by
Trinamool Congress MPs
seeking extension of the Jan-
uary 15 deadline for filing
claims and objections in the
ongoing Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in West Bengal.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi was
hearing the applications
moved by MPs Derek
O’Brien and Dola Sen raising
concerns over alleged proce-
dural irregularities in the SIR
exercise being carried out by
the poll body in the-Trina-
mool ruled stated. During the
hearing, the counsel appear-
ing for the ECI sought two
weeks’ time to file a count-
er-affidavit. However, the Su-
preme Court granted the ECI
one week to respond and di-
rected it to place a common
reply on record in respect of
both applications filed by the
Trinamool MPs.The CJI
Kant-led Bench also ordered
that the matter be listed for
further hearing next Monday.

Cong shows confidence
ahead of BMC election

MUMBAI

With the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC)
elections just days away, the
Congress on Monday ex-
pressed confidence about its
prospects, saying the party is
set to perform well in the up-
coming civic polls. This
comes days after the Mumbai
Congress, on January 6, re-
leased its manifesto for the
BMC Elections 2026.

The manifesto promises a
series of welfare and develop-
ment-oriented measures, in-
cluding steps to improve air
quality in the city and the in-
troduction of universal health
cards that would provide citi-
zens with free medicines.

Congress leader Udit Raj
said that people are increas-
ingly inclined towards the
Congress and disillusioned
with politics based on reli-
gious polarisation.

People want the Congress.
This is my own experience,
and I am confident that the
results will be good. Fighting
elections on Hindu-Muslim
lines is an old tactic of the
BJP and Shiv Sena, he said.

He added that Maharash-
tra’s social composition has
changed over time.

The population today is
mixed. The question people
are asking is what they are
getting in return. If the BMC

cannot provide clean drinking
water and good roads, and if
thousands of workers are still
not made permanent, then
people will look for alterna-
tives. That is why the Con-
gress will perform well this
time, Raj said.

Another Congress leader,
Sachin Sawant, echoed simi-
lar views and said the party is
focussed on development
rather than divisive politics.

We have announced our
slogan, ‘Vivaad nahi, Vikas
chahiye’. Congress is the par-
ty talking about development,
while others are creating dis-
putes in the name of religion,
caste, and regional language.
We do not expect anything
constructive from them.

Maharashtra will vote to
elect its BMC corporators on
January 15. A total of 1,729
candidates are contesting the
elections across 227 wards.
The results for the country’s
richest civic body will be an-
nounced the following day, on
January 16.

‘Finance Commission Funds Are Constitutional Right’

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Monday
strongly countered Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
assertion that the state had
benefited from increased cen-
tral funding under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment. Vijayan maintained that
transfers recommended by the
Finance Commission are not
acts of generosity by the Cen-
tre but constitutional entitle-
ments of states.

The Chief Minister made
these remarks while inaugu-
rating a day-long protest or-
ganised by the Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF), attended
by Cabinet ministers and par-

ty leaders. The protest was
staged against what Vijayan
described as the Centre’s cal-
lous attitude towards Kerala’s
long-pending and legitimate
demands.

The distribution of funds
through Finance Commis-

sions is not anyone’s largesse.
It is the constitutional entitle-
ment of states, Vijayan said,
accusing the Union govern-
ment of deliberately tamper-
ing with the terms of refer-
ence and criteria of the Fi-
nance Commission to deprive

Kerala of its rightful share of
central taxes.

To substantiate his claims,
the Chief Minister cited com-
parative figures from succes-
sive Finance Commissions.
Under the 14th Finance Com-
mission, Kerala received
%16,833 crore in 2017-18 and
19,038 crore in 2018-19.
However, during the tenure of
the 15th Finance Commis-
sion, the state received
11,560 crore in 2020-21,
followed by 17,890 crore in
2021-22 and 18,961 crore in
2022-23.

In effect, Kerala’s tax share
has declined compared to the
previous Commission period.
Such a reduction has never
happened before, Vijayan

said, arguing that the figures
clearly demonstrate a struc-
tural reduction in the state’s
share of central taxes.

He further pointed out that
a significant portion of the as-
sistance Kerala received
during the 15th Finance Com-
mission period came in the
form of revenue deficit
grants. Emphasising that these
grants were also a matter of
right, Vijayan said they were
secured only after states col-
lectively opposed what he
called the Centre’s discrimi-
natory approach. They were
not handed out as charity.
Without these grants, the de-
cline in devolution would
have been even steeper, he
added.
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Thousands of tourists
stranded in Lapland as
cold grounds flights

Lapland
Thousands of tourists have
been stranded in Finland’s
Lapland as a severe cold
spell has grounded flights
out of one of its airports.
Departures from Lapland’s
Kittila airport that would
have ferried winter travel-
lers back to places like Lon-
don, Bristol, Manchester,
Paris and Amsterdam were
all cancelled as tempera-
tures did not go above
-35C. The issue is expected
to continue on Monday as a
low of -39C is forecast by
Finland’s meteorological
agency. The first flight out
of Kittila has already been
cancelled. The extreme
cold makes it hard to de-ice
planes, while maintenance
and refuelling equipment
on the ground can freeze.

Meta blocks 550,000
accounts under
Australia’s media ban

Auckland
About 550,000 accounts
were blocked by Meta during
the first days of Australia’s
landmark social media ban
for kids. In December, a new
law began requiring that the
world’s most popular social
media sites - including Ins-
tagram and Facebook - stop
Australians aged under 16
from having accounts on
their platforms. The ban,
which is being watched
closely around the world,
was justified by campaign-
ers and the government as
necessary to protect chil-
dren from harmful content
and algorithms. Companies
including Meta have said
they agree more is needed
to keep young people safe
online. However they contin-
ue to argue for other meas-
ures, with some experts rais-
ing similar concerns.

One person dead
and 300 buildings
destroyed

Sydney
One person has died and
300 properties have been
destroyed in bushfires that
have torn across south-east
Australia. The fires have
raged in dozens of locations
across the country for sever-
al days, mostly in the state
of Victoria, but also in New
South Wales, burning
through land almost twice
the size of Greater London. A
state of emergency has been
declared in Victoria as thou-
sands of firefighters and
more than 70 aircraft battle
the blaze. Residents in more
than a dozen communities
have been advised to leave
their homes. Authorities fear
the fires, which are being
fuelled by very hot, dry and
windy conditions, could burn
for several weeks.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

- Trump Signals Possible Talks
With Iran as Protests Escalate

President Donald Trump signaled possible engagement with Iran while
weighing military options amid escalating protests challe
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TEHRAN

U.S. President Donald Trump
has said that the United States
may hold meetings with Irani-
an officials and is also in con-
tact with opposition elements,
as Washington considers a
range of strong responses to
Iran’s violent crackdown on
nationwide protests. The un-
rest is being described as one
of the most serious challenges
to Iran’s ruling clerical estab-
lishment since the Islamic
Revolution.

Speaking amid rising ten-
sions, Trump indicated that all
options remain on the table,
including military measures,
while leaving the door open
for diplomatic engagement.
According to U.S. officials,
the administration is closely
monitoring the situation as
Iranian security forces inten-

sify efforts to suppress
demonstrations that have
spread across several cities.
The protests, driven by public
anger over governance, eco-
nomic hardship, and political
restrictions, have drawn inter-
national attention and re-
newed scrutiny of Tehran’s
human rights record.
Trump’s comments suggest

e/
a dual-track approach—ap-
plying pressure while keeping
channels for dialogue open.
He said the U.S. may directly
engage Iranian representa-
tives, even as it maintains
communication with opposi-
tion groups critical of the cur-
rent regime. Analysts say this
reflects Washington’s attempt
to balance deterrence with di-

nging clerical rule.

plomacy at a moment of
heightened instability in the
Middle East.

Responding to the develop-
ments, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araqchi struck a
defiant yet nuanced tone. Ad-
dressing foreign ambassadors
in Tehran on Monday, Araq-
chi said Iran was prepared for
both confrontation and nego-
tiations. We are ready for war
but also for dialogue, he stat-
ed, according to an English
translation of his remarks.

Araqchi accused external
powers of exploiting internal
unrest to weaken Iran and
warned that any foreign inter-
vention would be met with
firm resistance. At the same
time, his comments suggested
that Tehran does not rule out
diplomatic engagement if it is
based on mutual respect and
sovereignty.

Hong Kong Court
Hears Final Plea for
Jimmy Lai Ahead
of Sentencing

TAIPEI

Hong Kong’s High Court on
Monday heard mitigation pleas
for pro-democracy media ty-
coon Jimmy Lai, the final step
before sentencing in a land-
mark national security case
that has drawn widespread in-
ternational condemnation. The
outcome is seen as a critical
test of judicial independence
and press freedom under Bei-
jing’s national security frame-
work. Lai, 78, founder of the
now-shuttered Apple Daily,
faces a possible life sentence
after being convicted last
month of conspiring to collude
with foreign forces and to pub-
lish seditious material. Defence
lawyers urged leniency, citing
his age, poor health, political
motivations and years already
spent in custody. Prosecutors
argued that Lai’s influence and
foreign connections made the
offences especially serious.
The case has become emblem-
atic of Hong Kong’s post-2020
crackdown on dissent.

Denmark warned of a decisive moment for Greenland after
Donald Trump renewed threats to seize the Arctic territory.

Denmark Warns of Decisive
Moment for Greenland

STOCKHOLM

Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen has warned that
Denmark is facing a decisive
moment over the future of
Greenland after United States
President Donald Trump re-
newed his threats to take con-
trol of the vast, mineral-rich
Arctic territory by force. Her
remarks come amid growing
international unease over ris-
ing geopolitical competition
in the Arctic region.

Speaking ahead of meetings
in Washington, DC, beginning
Monday and focused on the
global scramble for critical
raw materials, Frederiksen
said the situation surrounding
Greenland had escalated into
a clear conflict. Addressing a
debate with other Danish po-
litical leaders, she stressed
that the stakes extended well
beyond Greenland alone. This

W v

is a decisive moment, she
said, signalling that the issue
touches upon broader princi-
ples of international order,
security, and sovereignty.

In a post on Facebook,
Frederiksen said Denmark
was prepared to stand firm in
defence of its core values.
Denmark is ready to defend
our values — wherever it is
necessary — also in the Arctic,
she wrote. Emphasising inter-
national norms, she added
that Denmark believes in in-
ternational law and in the
right of peoples to self-deter-
mination, a clear reference to

Greenland’s status as a
self-governing territory within
the Danish realm.

Greenland, which holds
strategic importance due to its
location and vast reserves of
rare earths and other critical
minerals, has increasingly be-
come a focal point in global
power competition, particu-
larly as climate change opens
new Arctic shipping routes
and resource opportunities.

Frederiksen’s warning drew
swift support from several
European partners. Germany
and Sweden publicly backed
Denmark against Trump’s lat-
est statements. Swedish Prime
Minister UIf Kristersson
strongly criticised what he de-
scribed as threatening rhetoric
from Washington after Trump
reiterated that the United
States was going to do some-
thing on Greenland, whether
they like it or not.

Finland Lifts Seizure of Ship in Undersea Cable Sabotage Probe

HELSINKI

Finnish police said on Mon-
day that they have lifted the
seizure of a ship that had been
detained on suspicion of sab-
otaging an undersea telecom-
munications cable running
between Helsinki and Estonia
across the Gulf of Finland.
Authorities clarified that
while the vessel has been re-
leased, the criminal investiga-
tion into the incident is still
ongoing.
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According to the police, the
ship had been held as part of
a preliminary inquiry after
damage was detected to a crit-
ical telecoms cable connect-
ing Helsinki and Estonia. The
cable runs beneath the Gulf of
Finland and is considered an
important component of re-
gional digital infrastructure.
Officials did not disclose fur-
ther technical details of the
damage or the specific rea-
sons for lifting the seizure,
citing the sensitivity of the

ongoing investigation.

The case has drawn height-
ened attention due to growing
security concerns in the Baltic
Sea region. Since Russia
launched its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022, the
region has experienced a se-
ries of unexplained outages
involving power cables, tele-
communications links, and
gas pipelines. These incidents
have raised fears of deliberate
sabotage targeting critical in-
frastructure, prompting in-

TRUMP POWELL PROBE

creased vigilance among Nor-
dic and Baltic states.

Finnish authorities stressed
that all possibilities remain
under examination, including
accidental damage and inten-
tional interference. Police said
international cooperation is a
key part of the probe, given
the cross-border nature of un-
dersea infrastructure and mar-
itime traffic in the Baltic Sea.
Estonia has also been kept
informed of developments,
officials added.

Trump Administration Opens Criminal
Probe Into Fed Chair Jerome Powell

NEW YORK

The administration of United
States President Donald
Trump has opened a criminal
investigation into Jerome
Powell, a move that has trig-
gered widespread concern
about the independence of the
US central bank and the fu-
ture conduct of American
monetary policy.

Powell revealed that the US
Department of Justice had
served the Federal Reserve
with subpoenas related to tes-
timony he delivered before
Congress concerning the $2.5
billion renovation of the Fed-
eral Reserve’s headquarters in
Washington, DC. The Fed
Chair suggested that scrutiny
of the renovation project was
being used as a pretext to ex-
ert pressure on the central
bank and undermine its auton-
omy in setting interest rates.

In a rare video address,
Powell warned that the inves-

tigation posed a direct chal-
lenge to the long-standing
principle of central bank inde-
pendence. The threat of crim-
inal charges is a consequence
of the Federal Reserve setting
interest rates based on our
best assessment of what will
serve the public, rather than
following the preferences of
the president, he said.

Powell emphasised that the
issue at stake went far beyond
a construction project or ad-
ministrative oversight. This is
about whether the Fed will be
able to continue to set interest
rates based on evidence and
economic conditions—or

whether monetary policy will
instead be directed by politi-
cal pressure or intimidation,
he stated.

The Federal Reserve Chair
underscored that he had car-
ried out his responsibilities
without political bias, adher-
ing strictly to the institution’s
dual mandate of maintaining
price stability and achieving
maximum employment. I
have carried out my duties
without political fear or fa-
vour, and with the sole pur-
pose of serving the American
people, Powell said, adding
that public service often re-
quires resilience in the face of
threats.

I will continue to do the job
the Senate confirmed me to
do, with integrity and a com-
mitment to serving the Amer-
ican people, he asserted. The
investigation comes amid a
long-running and highly pub-
lic dispute between Trump
and Powell.

U Top Court Opens

Landmark Genocide
Case Against Myanmar

UNITED NATIONS

The world’s highest judicial
body, the International Court
of Justice, on Monday opened
a landmark case accusing
Myanmar of committing
genocide against its mostly
Muslim Rohingya minority.
The proceedings, being held
in The Hague, mark one of
the most significant interna-
tional legal actions concern-
ing alleged mass atrocities in
recent years.

Presenting arguments be-
fore the court, Gambia’s Jus-
tice Minister Dawda Jallow
accused Myanmar’s military
of deliberately targeting the
Rohingya community with
the intent to destroy it. Ad-
dressing the ICJ judges, Jal-
low said the case went be-
yond abstract legal principles
and centred on the suffering
of real people. It is about real
people, real stories and a real
group of human beings — the
Rohingya of Myanmar. They
have been targeted for de-
struction, he said.

The case was filed by The
Gambia in 2019, two years
after Myanmar’s military
launched a massive offensive
in 2017 that forced around
750,000 Rohingya to flee
their homes and seck refuge
in neighbouring Bangladesh.
Refugees who crossed the
border described widespread
atrocities, including mass kill-
ings, sexual violence, and sys-

The International Court
of Justice began a
landmark genocide case
against Myanmar over
alleged crimes against
Rohingya Muslims.

tematic arson attacks that
razed entire villages.

A United Nations fact-find-
ing mission later concluded
that the 2017 operations by
Myanmar’s armed forces in-
cluded genocidal acts. How-
ever, authorities in Myanmar
have consistently rejected
those findings, maintaining
that the military campaign
was a legitimate counterter-
rorism response to attacks al-
legedly carried out by Ro-
hingya armed groups.

The trial is the first full
genocide case taken up by the
ICJ in more than a decade, un-
derscoring its legal and politi-
cal significance. Legal experts
say the outcome could have
far-reaching implications be-
yond Myanmar, potentially
influencing other international
cases dealing with allegations
of genocide. Observers note
that the proceedings may also
affect how the court approach-
es similar petitions, including
South Africa’s case against
Israel related to the war in
Gaza. The hearings are expect-
ed to span three weeks, during
which both sides will present
detailed legal arguments and
evidence.

South Korea'’s Lee
Jae Myung to Meet
Japan’s Sanae Takaichi

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee
Jae Myung is set to hold a
summit with Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi on
Tuesday, just a week after his
high-profile meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
The back-to-back engage-
ments underline Seoul’s ef-
forts to carefully balance its
diplomatic relationships with
its two powerful neighbours
amid shifting regional
dynamics.

The summit, scheduled to
take place in Nara, comes at a
time of rising diplomatic ten-
sion between Beijing and To-
kyo. Analysts view the meet-
ing as a strategic opportunity
for South Korea to reaffirm its
commitment to regional sta-
bility while maintaining
constructive ties with both
China and Japan, despite
their increasingly strained
relationship.

According to diplomatic
observers, Prime Minister
Takaichi is expected to em-
phasise the importance of
strong trilateral cooperation
between the United States,
Japan, and South Korea. The
three-way partnership has
been increasingly framed by
Tokyo and Washington as a
cornerstone for security and
economic stability in East
Asia, particularly in response
to North Korea’s missile pro-
gramme and broader geopolit-
ical competition in the In-

do-Pacific.

For President Lee, the sum-
mit follows his recent talks
with Xi Jinping, which fo-
cused on economic coopera-
tion, regional security, and the
management of tensions on
the Korean Peninsula. By en-
gaging closely with both Bei-
jing and Tokyo in quick suc-
cession, Lee is signalling
Seoul’s intent to avoid being
drawn into zero-sum rivalries
and instead pursue a pragmat-
ic, multi-aligned foreign
policy.

The Japan—South Korea re-
lationship has historically
been marked by disputes over
wartime history and trade is-
sues, but recent years have
seen renewed efforts to im-
prove ties, driven largely by
shared security concerns and
pressure from Washington to
strengthen cooperation among
its key Asian allies. The meet-
ing in Nara is expected to
build on this momentum, with
discussions likely to include
defence coordination, supply
chain resilience, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.

At the same time, the back-
drop of a growing diplomatic
rift between China and Japan
adds complexity to the talks.
Analysts say Seoul will be
keen to avoid appearing to
side too strongly with either
camp, particularly given
South Korea’s deep economic
links with China and its secu-
rity alliance with the United
States.
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‘Constructive’
outlook on
Indian equities

New Delhi
Indian equities have a
constructive outlook
due to arecovery in pri-
vate capital expenditure,
arobust real estate cy-
cle, sustained govern-
ment infrastructure
spending, a report said
on Monday. HSBC Mutu-
al Fund also cited rising
investments in manu-
facturing, renewables
and supply chain locali-
sation that support
earnings visibility and
market performance
through 2026. We be-
lieve India’s growth re-
mains quite resilient de-
spite the global mac-
ro-economic challenges.
Interest rate and liquidity
cycle, decline in crude
prices and normal mon-
soon are all supportive
of a pick-up in growth
going forward, the report
said.

Sensex recovers
1,100 points from
day’s low

Mumbai
Indian stock markets
bounced back on Mon-
day, ending their five-
day losing streak after
positive signals from the
United States lifted in-
vestor confidence. Mar-
ket sentiment improved
sharply after US Ambas-
sador to India Sergio Gor
said that the US and In-
dia would begin trade
talks as early as Tues-
day. His statement trig-
gered fresh buying
across key sectors, help-
ing the benchmark indi-
ces recover strongly
from their day’s lows.
The Sensex jumped
nearly 1,100 points from
its lowest level during
the session. By the clos-
ing bell, the 30-share in-
dex settled at 83,878,
gaining 302 points, or
0.36 per cent.

Educational
institutions likely to
peg11-13 pcincome

New Delhi
Rising enrolments and
fee hikes will help edu-
cational institutions in
India log an 11-13 per
centincrease in total in-
come in FY26 and the
next fiscal year, a report
said on Monday. The re-
port from Crisil Ratings
said that this fiscal will
mark the sector’s fifth
straight year of double
digit growth, driven
largely by higher spend-
ing on education by
households as incomes
improve, the report said.
It said operating margins
are expected to remain
steady at 27-28 per cent
as institutions will incur
higher staff salaries and
other related costs, the
report said.

US-Led Pax Silica Initiative

India will be invited to join the US-led Pax Silica initiative
as bilateral trade talks maintain momentum.

NEW DELHI

India is set to receive an invi-
tation next month to join Pax
Silica, a United States—led
strategic technology initiative
focused on semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, and crit-
ical supply chains, according
to Sergio Gor. The announce-
ment comes amid ongoing
India—-US trade negotiations,
which both sides say remain
active despite differences over
tariffs and market access.

Speaking on Monday short-
ly after assuming charge in
New Delhi, Gor said India
and the United States are
maintaining steady engage-
ment on trade-related issues,
with another round of discus-
sions expected soon. He em-
phasised that negotiations
have not stalled and that offi-
cials from both countries re-
main in regular contact. There
are differences, but talks are
continuing, he said, underlin-
ing that dialogue between the
two democracies is progress-
ing constructively.

Gor noted that follow-up
meetings between Indian and
American officials are already
scheduled, though he did not
disclose specific agenda

items. He stressed that both
governments are committed
to keeping up the momentum
in bilateral trade talks, signal-
ling optimism about resolving
outstanding issues through
discussion.

Before formally entering of-
fice, the US envoy thanked
Donald Trump for the oppor-
tunity to serve in India. He
said his primary mission
would be to strengthen ties be-
tween what he described as the
world’s oldest democracy and
the world’s largest democracy.
Gor also conveyed that Presi-
dent Trump had sent his best
wishes to Narendra Modi, de-
scribing the relationship be-
tween the two leaders as gen-
uine, resilient, and capable of

withstanding disagreements.

Real friends can disagree,
but resolve the difference,
Gor said, referring to the on-
going trade negotiations and
broader engagement between
New Delhi and Washington.

A key highlight of his re-
marks was the confirmation
that India will be invited as a
full member of Pax Silica
next month. Gor described the
initiative as a major US-led
effort, launched last month, to
build a secure, resilient, and
innovation-driven silicon and
technology supply chain. He
said India’s inclusion would
mark a significant expansion
of India—US cooperation
in critical and emerging
technologies.

South Korean trade agencies outlined plans to diversify exports
and back major US investments under a landmark deal.

S. Korea Plédges Export Diversification

SEOUL

State-run trade agencies on
Monday pledged stepped-up
efforts to diversify South Ko-
rea’s export portfolio and sup-
port large-scale corporate in-
vestments in the United States
under a bilateral trade agree-
ment. The commitments were
outlined during a policy brief-
ing to the Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Resources, high-
lighting Seoul’s strategy to
strengthen export resilience
while deepening economic
ties with Washington.

The Korea Trade-Invest-
ment Promotion Agency
(KOTRA) and the Korea
Trade Insurance Corp.
(K-SURE) shared their plans
for 2026, focusing on reduc-
ing overreliance on a narrow
set of export sectors and pro-
viding financial backing for
overseas expansion, particu-
larly in the US market.

KOTRA said it will work to
broaden South Korea’s export

base, which is currently heav-
ily concentrated in semicon-
ductors, automobiles and
shipbuilding. To support this
goal, the agency plans to es-
tablish 20 new teams across
its overseas offices dedicated
to helping Korean consumer
goods firms obtain foreign
certifications. It also aims to
expand overseas logistics cen-
tres to improve supply chain
efficiency and lower entry
barriers for small and medi-
um-sized exporters seeking to
enter new markets.

K-SURE, meanwhile, an-
nounced plans to provide
low-interest loans worth a
combined 49 trillion won
(about US$33.3 billion) by

2030 to support Korean com-
panies investing in the United
States. This includes an 8 tril-
lion-won loan programme
earmarked for this year alone,
reflecting the government’s
push to accelerate outbound
investment tied to the bilater-
al trade framework.

Under the trade deal sealed
in October, Seoul committed
to invest a total of US$350
billion in the United States.
The package includes
USS$150 billion for bilateral
shipbuilding cooperation and
US$200 billion for collabora-
tion in advanced industries
such as semiconductors, clean
energy and next-generation
manufacturing, in exchange
for tariff reductions on Kore-
an exports. As part of this ef-
fort, K-SURE said it will cre-
ate a 25 trillion-won financial
support package for ship-
builders participating in the
so-called Make American
Shipbuilding Great Again
initiative.
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Madhya Pradesh Sets
Ambitious Target

BHOPAL

Bhopal witnessed a strong
declaration of intent at the
Madhya Pradesh Startup
Summit and Ecosystem
Awards 2026, held at Ravin-
dra Bhavan, as the state gov-
ernment announced an ambi-
tious plan to expand its start-
up base from 6,500 to 10,000
within the next year-and-a-
half. The announcement un-
derscored Madhya Pradesh’s
growing role in India’s rapid-
ly evolving entrepreneurial
landscape.

Addressing the gathering,
Raghvendra Kumar Singh,
Principal Secretary (Industry)
in the Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprise (MSME) de-
partment of the Government
of Madhya Pradesh, said the
summit was not merely a re-
flection on past achievements
but a strategic platform to
align policy, administration,
and entrepreneurship for fu-
ture growth. He highlighted
that India has emerged as the
world’s third-largest startup
ecosystem, with nearly 1.59
lakh startups registered with
the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade, over 100 unicorns, and
around 16 lakh direct jobs
generated nationwide.

Singh noted that Madhya
Pradesh is already outper-
forming national averages in
several areas. The state cur-
rently has nearly 3,100 wom-
en-led startups and aims to
scale this number further un-
der the Madhya Pradesh Start-
up Policy, 2025. He empha-
sised that women-led enter-
prises account for about 47
per cent of the state’s startup
ecosystem—almost three
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Madhya Pradesh
unveiled plans to
expand its startup
ecosystem at a major
summit in Bhopal.

times the national average—
reflecting the state’s strong
focus on inclusive growth.

The Startup Policy, 2025,
offers extensive financial and
infrastructural support to en-
treprencurs. Key provisions
include a X100 crore seed
capital fund, grants of up to
%30 lakh, interest subsidies,
and subsistence allowances
for early-stage founders. Ad-
ditional inclusive measures
support SC/ST entrepreneurs,
provide incubation facilities
across districts, and strength-
en digital infrastructure to en-
sure startups can emerge be-
yond major urban centres.

These grants are not charity
but smart economic initiatives
for entrepreneurial main-
streaming, Singh remarked,
citing successful ventures
from districts such as Narma-
dapuram, Vidisha, and Harda
as examples of decentralised
innovation.

Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav, in his address, underlined
India’s long-standing legacy
of innovation, recalling the
pioneering scientific contribu-
tions of Sir Jagdish Chandra
Bose in fields such as plant
sensitivity, microwaves, and
semiconductors.
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India, Germany
ink slew of pacts
to boost ties in
trade, technology,
renewable energy

NEW DELHI

Reiterating their support for
the conclusion of the India—
EU Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), India and Germany
on Monday signed a slew of
agreements across sectors
such as trade, technology,
health and renewable energy.
According to the Ministry of
External Affairs, the
two sides concluded 19
agreements and made several
policy announcements aimed
at deepening cooperation
across strategic, economic
and people-to-people
domains.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz welcomed
the sustained growth in
bilateral trade and investment
and noted that bilateral
trade reached a record
high in 2024, with the
positive trend continuing
through 2025. India-Germa-
ny bilateral trade in
goods and services surpassed
$50 billion in 2024, amount-
ing to over 25 per cent
of India’s trade with EU. Ac-
cording to an official state-
ment, the leaders welcomed
the signing of a Joint Decla-
ration of Intent on strength-
ening the bilateral economic
cooperation through the Ger-
man-Indian CEO Forum,
which will further promote
business and industry collab-
oration, supported by the
long-standing presence of
German businesses in India
and Indian businesses in
Germany.

Youth hiring in India to grow by 11 pc by 2026

NEW DELHI

Youth hiring in India is pro-
jected to grow by 11 per cent
by 2026, generating approxi-
mately 1.28 crore new jobs,
according to a report on
Monday. The report by NLB
Services showed that IT ser-
vices will account for around
30-40 per cent, manufactur-
ing around 12 per cent,
healthcare around 13 per
cent, fintech around 20 per
cent, logistics around 10.7
per cent, and green energy
around 4 per cent of these
roles.

As we mark Youth Day on
the lines of ‘Ignite the Self,
Impact the World’, India
stands at a pivotal inflection
point where its demographic
dividend can translate into
sustained economic acceler-

ation if matched with the
right skilling investments,
said Sachin Alug, CEO, NLB
Services.

With over 65 per cent of
India’s population below the
age of 35 and an estimated
12 million youth set to enter
the workforce by 2026, the
urgency to build future-ready
capabilities has never been
higher, he added.

The report noted that de-
mand for high-impact roles
such as AI/ML engineers,
data scientists, cybersecurity
specialists, cloud architects,
digital product managers,
and sustainability profession-
als is expected to outpace
supply.

It also flagged a significant
opportunity gap in Al-skill-
ing programmes, even as
workplaces increasingly pri-

oritise Al fluency and ad-
vanced digital competencies.

Alug said that structured
upskilling, skill-aligned re-
cruitment, and out-
come-based talent models
will be central to ensuring
India’s youth not only partic-
ipate in, but actively power,
the country’s next phase of
economic transformation.

The next phase of growth
will be driven by
skills across Al and machine
learning, data science and
analytics, cybersecurity,
cloud and platform engineer-
ing, digital product manage-
ment, automation, and
green technology roles, Alug
said.

Currently, only 45 per cent
of youth are considered job-
ready for high-growth tech
and digital roles.

Maruti Suzuki approves Rs 4,960 crore land deal

NEW DELHI

Maruti Suzuki India Limited,
the country’s largest car man-
ufacturer, on Monday in-
formed that its board has ap-
proved a Rs 4,960-crore pro-
posal to acquire land for ex-
pansion of its manufacturing
capacity in Gujarat.

The land acquisition is for
the expansion of production
capacity at Khoraj Industrial
Estate from Gujarat Industrial
Development Corporation,
and the proposed capacity ad-
dition is up to 1 million (10

lakh) units, Maruti Suzuki In-
dia said in an exchange filing.

The cost of land acquisi-
tion, development, and prepa-
ratory activities approved by
the board is Rs 4,960 crore, it
said, adding that the overall
investment would be finalised
and approved by the board
while framing the phases of
installation of capacity.

The mode of financing
would be a combination of
internal accruals and external
borrowings, Maruti Suzuki
India said.

The total existing capacity
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is around 24 lakh units per
annum in Gurugram,
Manesar, Kharkhoda, and
Hansalpur, with a capability
to produce 26 lakh units per
annum. This includes the
units produced at erstwhile
Suzuki Motor Gujarat Private
Limited, which has been
amalgamated with the Com-
pany, the filing said.

The existing capacity is ful-
ly utilised, the vehicle manu-
facturer added.

The car manufacturer had
produced over 22.55 lakh ve-
hicles in 2025 -- its high-

est-ever output in a calendar
year. This is the second con-
secutive year that Maruti Su-
zuki India has exceeded 20
lakh units in annual produc-
tion. The production includes
vehicles for domestic sales,
exports, and OEM supplies.

Managing director and
CEO of Maruti Suzuki,
Hisashi Takeuchi, said that a
high degree of localisation
helped the company achieve
such scale while maintaining
the global competitiveness of
India’s automotive manufac-
turing ecosystem.

India European Union Trade Talks Enter Final Stage

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Mon-
day said that negotiations for
a trade agreement between
India and the European Union
have entered their final stage,
even as discussions continue
with the United States for a
separate bilateral trade deal.
His remarks highlight India’s
parallel push to deepen eco-
nomic engagement with both
Western partners amid shift-
ing global trade dynamics.
Goyal made the statement
while delivering the keynote
address at the Regional

MSME Conclave in Rajkot,
where he underlined the gov-
ernment’s focus on expanding
market access for Indian ex-
porters and strengthening the
role of micro, small and me-
dium enterprises in global
value chains. He said India is
committed to securing bal-
anced and mutually beneficial
trade agreements that protect
domestic interests while
opening new opportunities
abroad.

The minister has just re-
turned from Brussels, where
he held high-level discussions
with Maros Sefcovic, the Eu-
ropean Union’s Trade and

Economic Security Commis-
sioner. The meeting was part
of intensified efforts to final-
ise a long-pending India—EU
Free Trade Agreement (FTA),

which both sides see as strate-
gically important amid global
supply chain realignments.
India is pushing strongly
for zero-duty access for its
labour-intensive sectors, in-
cluding textiles, leather, ap-
parel, gems and jewellery, and
handicrafts. These sectors are
major employers and are seen
as critical for boosting exports
and supporting MSMEs. In a
post on X, Goyal said that
discussions covered key areas
of the proposed agreement
and reaffirmed a shared com-
mitment to a rules-based trad-
ing framework and a modern
economic partnership. He

added that the proposed FTA
aims to safeguard the interests
of farmers and MSMEs while
integrating Indian industries
more deeply into global sup-
ply chains.

Goyal’s comments on on-
going India—US trade talks
came on the same day that
the new US Ambassador to
New Delhi, Sergio Gor, said
the next round of bilateral
discussions would be held
on Tuesday, January 13.
Speaking after assuming
charge, Gor said both sides
remain engaged despite dif-
ferences on tariffs and mar-
ket access.

Apple’s iPhone CY25 exports
from India cross Rs 2 lakh cr

NEW DELHI

For the first time since do-
mestic production began in
2021, US tech giant Apple
Inc’s iPhone exports from In-
dia crossed Rs 2 lakh crore in
2025, as per industry data.
Exports of the tech company
in January—December 2025
reached a record $23 billion
or Rs 2.03 lakh crore, up
nearly 85 per cent over 2024
exports. Around three months
remain before Apple’s
five-year PLI window ends.
Under the production-linked
incentive scheme (PLI), Ap-
ple’s focus in India had been
expansion of the iPhones
exports.

In the first nine months of
FY26, iPhone exports stood at
nearly $16 billion, pushing
cumulative shipments during
the PLI period beyond the
$50-billion mark. By compar-
ison, Samsung exported de-
vices worth around $17 bil-
lion during its five-year eligi-
bility period under the scheme
from FY21 to FY25.

Apple’s manufacturing
footprint in the country in-
cludes five iPhone assembly
plants—three operated by
Tata Group entities and two
by Foxconn—supported by a
supply chain of around 45
companies, including many
MSMEs supplying compo-

nents for domestic and global
operations. Driven largely by
iPhone shipments which con-
tributed about 75 per cent of
total smartphone exports,
smartphones rose to India’s
single largest export category
in FY25, up from their rank
of 167 among export items in
2015.

India became the world’s
second-largest mobile phone
producer, with more than 99
per cent of phones sold do-
mestically now Made in In-
dia moves up the manufac-
turing value chain. The
smartphone PLI scheme is
scheduled to conclude in
March 2026, though the gov-
ernment is reportedly explor-
ing ways to extend support.
Under revised rules, compa-
nies were allowed to claim
incentives for any five con-
secutive years within a
six-year period.

Apple also sold about 6.5
million iPhone 16 units in the
first 11 months of 2025, mak-
ing it the country’s highest
selling smartphone.
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Cyclone Ditwah, which
struck Sri Lanka at the
end of November, was no or-
dinary storm. It unleashed
days of heavy rain, flash
floods and landslides, partic-
ularly across the central and
upland districts. Hill country
communities, river valleys
and parts of the northeast bore
the brunt. Hundreds of lives
were lost, homes were de-
stroyed and infrastructure
from bridges to power lines
suffered extensive damage.
For a country still recover-
ing from its 2022 economic
crisis, such a severe weather
event could have been a crip-
pling blow. Yet the response
following the cyclone reads
like a case study in focused
emergency management and
targeted tourism protection.
National agencies, local au-
thorities and international
partners moved quickly to
clear key routes, restore utili-
ties and keep the backbone of
the tourism economy func-

From cyclone shock to swift recovery

their journey.

ri Lanka’s Tourism Comeback .

i

tioning. One of the most strik-
ing symbols of this rapid re-
covery is Mahiyanganaya
Hospital, a critical facility
that was submerged in flood-
waters. Within roughly 60
hours, the hospital was
cleaned, rehabilitated and
brought back into operation
— a turnaround repeatedly
highlighted by Sri Lankan of-
ficials to illustrate the pace at
which essential services were
restored. At the same time,
India’s emergency assistance
under Operation Sagar Band-
hu saw a fully operational
field hospital set up near Ma-
hiyanganaya to support affect-
ed communities, underlining
both the scale of the disaster
and the urgency of the re-
sponse. These are not cosmet-
ic repairs meant for the cam-
eras. They are the foundations
that allow travellers to move
safely, receive medical care if
needed and rely on function-
ing infrastructure throughout

Sri Lanka’s tourism leadership has re-
sponded by placing India front and
centre in its outreach. In public state-
ments, Deputy Minister Prof. Ruwan Ra-
nasinghe has repeatedly highlighted the
deep cultural, historical and people to
people ties between the two countries,
describing India as the island’s closest
neighbour and most trusted partner in dif-
ficult times. India’s role operates on two
levels. First, India is Sri Lanka’s single
largest source market for tourists, sending
more visitors than any other country year
after year. Indian travellers are present in
every segment — from budget backpack-

riLanka’s message to the
S world — and especially to
India — is clear: the island is

open, safe, and ready to wel-
come visitors again. In the weeks
since Cyclone Ditwah, the stron-
gest storm to hit the country in
nearly two decades, the nation
has moved with striking speed to
restore roads, hospitals, tourist
sites and essential services. For
Indian travellers contemplating
that long pending island get-
away, the reassurance is no lon-
ger just a diplomatic sound bite.
It is backed by on ground repairs,
record tourist arrivals and a tour-
ism sector that has proved both
resilient and remarkably well
organised.

At a time when images of floods
and landslides linger online long
after waters recede, Sri Lanka
faces a dual challenge: rebuild-
ing infrastructure and rebuilding
trust. The first has advanced far
faster than many expected. The
second requires clear commu-
nication — and that is where the
country’s tourism leadership.

UTravellers can return with confidence

including Deputy Minister of Tourism
Prof. Ruwan Ranasinghe, has stepped
forward to tell a different story: not of
devastation and despair, but of recovery,
readiness and renewed hospitality.

For In-
dian readers,
one question
towers above

all others: Is Sri
Lanka still a safe
and worthwhile
choice for a
family holiday, a
honeymoonora §
& quick long week- |
end escape?
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ROADS, AIRPORTS AND ESSENTIAL SERVICES:

TRAVEL INFRASTRUCTURE RESTORED

m All major Class A and Class B roads are now open
for safe traffic, including the crucial Colombo—Nu-
wara Eliya and Badulla—Mahiyanganaya routes that
link many popular tourists

m Only a limited number of smaller internal roads
remain partially affected, mostly in non tourist interior
pockets, with alternative routes available.

m Airports and primary railway lines continue to oper-

luxury resort holidaymakers and corpo-
rate incentive tours. Their familiarity with
Sri Lanka means that safety concerns, if
not addressed clearly, can ripple quickly
through social and family networks.
Second, India has been among the first
responders in each of Sri Lanka’s recent
crises, from the 2022 economic meltdown
to Cyclone Ditwah. Under Operation
Sagar Bandhu, India delivered tonnes of
relief material, medical supplies and
bridge units to restore connectivity in
hard hit areas, alongside financial assis-
tance for reconstruction. Indian airlines,
travel agents and tour operators have also
played a role by maintaining routes.

ate, with flights and inter city train services running
during the peak tourist season, including December
and January.travelandtourworld+2

m Power, water and telecommunications have been
largely restored in major tourism zones, and tempo-
rary outages during the cyclone have been resolved
as grid repairs progressed.

Importantly for those already in the country, Sri Lanka
Tourism activated and publicised a 24 hour emergen-
cy hotline (1912). This helpline has handled dozens of
calls from travellers, helping with rerouting, information
and coordination with foreign missions when necessary.
Authorities emphasise that every case recorded through
this system during the cyclone period was resolved, and
no foreign tourist was reported injured or stranded as a

Summary report on tourist arrivals up to 11" Dec 2025
2025
Morill| Toists | Towtsts tonih Mo, |pecemaee
(25/24) %
January | 238,924 208,253 | January 252,761| 214
February| 235,618 218,350 | February 240,217| 100
March 233,382 209,181 March 229,298 9.6
April 180,429 148,867 | April 174,608 173
May 129,466 112,128 May 132,919 185
June 146,828 113,470 | Jjune 138,241 218
July 217,829 187,810 | July 200,244| 66
August | 200,359 164,609 | August 198,235| 204
Septem | 149,087 122,140 | September 158,971| 302
October| 153,123 135,907 October 165,193 | 215
Novemb| 195,582 184,158 | November 212,806 156
Decemb| 253,169 248,592 | December (01% ~ 11%) 70,023
L161%1012,333,796 2,053,46 2,173,616

TOURISM NUMBERS TELL THEIR OWN STORY

eyond ministerial assurances, hard

data offers one of the clearest in-
dicators of how the world perceives
Sri Lanka’s safety and readiness. De-
spite the cyclone, tourist arrivals re-
mained strong at the end of 2025. Of-
ficial figures show that arrivals in
December — the month immediately
following the storm — actually rose by
more than four percent compared to
the same period a year earlier.

The broader numbers are

even more striking:

*Sri Lanka welcomed over 2.36 mil-
lion foreign tourists in 2025, the
highest annual figure in its history
and a clear sign that the sector has

rebounded from both the pandemic
and the 2022 economic crisis.

* Tourism earnings reached around
3.2 billion US dollars in 2025, con-
solidating the industry’s position as
one of the top sources of foreign ex-
change for the country.

* Authorities have set an ambitious
target of 3 million foreign visitors for
2026, indicating confidence that trav-
el demand will not only survive the
cyclone shock but continue to grow.

These numbers reflect more than
just successful marketing. They sug-
gest that travellers already on the
ground during and after the cyclone
have not reported systemic safety
failures or chaos.

ers and small group religious pilgrims to

Safety,
Assurance
And The1912
Helpline

n the age of so-

cial media, rep-
utations can be
damaged faster
than roads can be
repaired. Isolated
videos of flooded
streets or damaged
hotels often circu-
late without con-
text, creating an
outsized sense of
danger even after
conditions have
improved. Sri Lan-
ka has tried to
counter this with
transparent, practi-
cal safety measures
rather than pure
image building.

result of the disaster.

Key developments include:

B Wildlife parks such as Yala, Udawalawe, Bundala, Kumana
and Horton Plains have been assessed and reopened, with
access trails and facilities declared safe for visitors.

W Heritage and cultural landmarks in the famed Cultural Trian-
gle — including sites at Sigiriya, Dambulla, Polonnaruwa and
Anuradhapura — are fully accessible again, after checks for
structural safety and landslide risk.

B Popular upland towns like Ella and Nuwara Eliya, which ex-
perienced road disruptions and landslide warnings during the
peak of the storm, have progressively resumed normal opera-
tions, with hoteliers reporting that bookings are stabilising as
confidence returns.

B Along the southern and western coasts, where most Indian
tourists traditionally flock for beaches and resorts, the impact
of the cyclone was relatively limited and short lived. Hotels
there continued to host guests even while other parts of the
island were still cleaning up.

The symbolic arrival of a cruise ship carrying more than 2,000 passengers
just days after the cyclone underscored this sense of continuity. Ports were
operational, shore excursions went ahead and visitors disembarked without
incident — a visible sign that Sri Lanka’s tourism machinery had not ground
to a halt.
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Islanders
challenge Jets
after thrilling
shootout win

WINNIPEG

New York Islanders travel to
Winnipeg on Tuesday night
carrying confidence after a
tense shootout victory over
Minnesota. The Islanders
have been one of the steadier
teams this season, finding
ways to win close games and
protect leads when it matters
most.

Winnipeg Jets return home
hoping to change recent strug-
gles. While their home record
has been mixed, the Jets have
often kept games close but
failed to finish strong in one
goal contests. Tuesday offers
another chance to reset in
front of home fans.

This meeting is the second
between the teams this season.
Winnipeg won the first clash by
a clear margin, a result New
York remembers as extra moti-
vation. The Islanders have been
strong when their offense gets
going, especially when scoring
three or more goals.

Bo Horvat continues to lead
New York with consistent
scoring, while Mathew Barzal
adds speed and creativity up
front. For Winnipeg, Kyle
Connor remains the main
threat, supported by Gabriel
Vilardi’s recent playmaking.

Recent form favors the Is-
landers, who have allowed few-
er goals over the last ten games.
With no injuries reported, both
teams should ice full lineups,
setting the stage for a fast,
competitive game Tuesday
night in Winnipeg. Fans ex-
pect energy, noise, and play-
off-like intensity throughout
the building tonight.

Diallo, Steinbach power

Washington past Ohio State
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Diallo scored 22, perfect at the line;
Steinbach added 21 and nine, igniting
a decisive second-half 14-0 run

SEATTLE

Zoom Diallo and Hannes
Steinbach delivered strong
performances as Washington
defeated Ohio State 81-74 in
a competitive Big Ten Con-
ference clash.

Diallo led the Huskies with
22 points, shooting efficiently
from the field and staying
perfect from the free throw
line. Steinbach closely fol-
lowed with 21 points and nine
rebounds, playing a key role
in turning the game in Wash-
ington’s favor during the sec-
ond half. His three point play
sparked a crucial 14-0 run
that gave the Huskies a lead
they never gave up.

Washington, now 10-6
overall and 2-3 in conference
play, also received solid sup-
port from Bryson Tucker, who
scored 12 points, and Franck
Kepnang, who added 11
points and seven rebounds.
The Huskies showed patience
on offense and improved de-
fensive intensity after half-
time.

Ohio State began the game
strongly, racing to an early

lead behind Bruce Thornton.
The senior guard finished
with 28 points, once again
leading the Buckeyes’ scoring
effort. Amare Bynum added
20 points, while Devin Royal
contributed 11 points and
eight rebounds.

The Buckeyes held the ad-
vantage for much of the first
half and went into the break
with a narrow lead. Early in
the second half, Ohio State
extended its margin, but
Washington responded quick-
ly. Steinbach’s energy, com-
bined with key baskets from
Diallo and a three pointer
from Quimari Peterson, shift-
ed momentum.

Despite late efforts from
Thornton, Ohio State could
not close the gap. Washington
remained composed from the
free throw line and managed
the clock well in the final
minutes.

The Huskies will next host
second ranked Michigan,
while Ohio State returns
home to face UCLA, as both
teams prepare for another de-
manding week of conference
action.

Harbaugh hopeful, Herbert
unsure after Chargers loss

FOXBOROUGH

Los Angeles Chargers coach
Jim Harbaugh tried to stay
positive after his team suf-
fered a 16-3 loss to the New
England Patriots in the NFL
wild card round, but quarter-
back Justin Herbert admitted
he is unsure about the future.

After the defeat, Harbaugh
told his players, “Those that
stay will be champions,” insist-
ing the loss should be seen as a
new beginning rather than an
ending. However, his tone ap-
peared subdued during the post
match press conference as the
Chargers failed to win a playoff
game once again.

Herbert, facing his third
playoff loss in three attempts,
struggled to hide his disap-
pointment. When asked if he
still believed he could lead
the team to postseason suc-
cess, the quarterback said he
did not have an answer yet.
The Chargers have not won a
playoff game since 2018, add-
ing to the frustration around
the team.

JEDDAH

Raphinha emerged as the
match winner as FC Barcelo-
na defeated Real Madrid 3-2
to retain the Spanish Super
Cup title in a thrilling final.
The Brazilian winger scored
the opening goal and later
netted the decisive winner to
cap a dramatic night of foot-
ball.

Real Madrid began cau-
tiously, leaving Kylian
Mbappe on the bench and set-
ting up to defend deep while
looking to counter attack.
Barcelona controlled posses-
sion early, though clear
chances were limited in the
opening stages. Vinicius Ju-
nior and Gonzalo Garcia both

tested Barcelona goalkeeper
Joan Garcia, but their efforts
lacked power.

Barcelona slowly pushed
Madrid back and created bet-
ter chances. Thibaut Courtois
denied Fermin Lopez twice,
while Raphinha missed nar-
rowly before finally breaking
the deadlock with a low finish

after 36 minutes.

Barca
looked in control, but their
missed chances proved costly.

Just before halftime, Vinicius
produced a brilliant solo run
from midfield to equalise for
Madrid. The celebrations were
short lived as Robert Lewand-
owski restored Barcelona’s lead
moments later with a smart fin-

Raphinha double‘ helps Barca defeat Madrid

ish after a fine pass from Pedri.
Madrid responded again when
Garcia scored from close range
after a corner, making it 2-2 at
the break.

The second half remained
intense, with chances at both
ends. Raphinha sealed the
match in the 73rd minute
when his shot deflected off a
defender and wrong footed
Courtois.

Late drama followed as
Barcelona were reduced to ten
men after Frenkie de Jong was
sent off. Madrid pushed hard
for an equaliser, but Barcelona
defended bravely. Joan Garcia
made key saves in stoppage
time, allowing Barcelona to
celebrate a hard fought and
deserved trophy win.

 Hertl stars

SAN JOSE

Tomas Hertl delivered a
brilliant all round perfor-
mance as the Vegas Gold-
en Knights defeated the
San Jose Sharks 7-2 to
register their fourth
straight victory in the
NHL.

Hertl scored two goals
and added three assists in
a dominant display against
his former team. Jack
Eichel also found the net
twice as Vegas controlled
the game from start to fin-
ish. The win also brought
an end to young Sharks
forward Macklin Celebri-
ni’s impressive 13 game
points streak.

Vegas came into the
match after a win over St.
Louis the previous night
and showed no signs of
fatigue. Eichel opened the
scoring in the first period
before Pavel Dorofeyev
doubled the lead with a
power play goal. Dorofe-
yev finished the night with
a goal and an assist.

The Golden Knights

Knights rout Sharks

as Golden

pulled away in the second
period, scoring three more
goals. Hertl netted a power
play goal, while strong
pressure from Vegas kept
the Sharks on the back
foot. Zach Whitecloud and
Shea Theodore also got on
the scoresheet, highlight-
ing the depth in the Vegas
lineup.

Carl Lindbom made 18
saves in goal for
the Golden |
Knights,
while
Mark
Stone
contrib- { uted
two assists even
though his goal scoring
streak came to an end. For
San Jose, Collin Graf and
Alexander Wennberg
scored the only goals.
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Bayern crus

| Wolfsburg to extend Bundesliga lead

NEW DELHI

Bayern Munich sent a
strong message in the
Bundesliga by thrashing
Wolfsburg 8—1 to move
eleven points clear at the
top of the table. The
' dominant win came as
Bayern played their
first league match after the
winter break and
showed no signs of slowing
~down.
Michael Olise starred
' for the defending champi-
A 1 ons, scoring two goals in
an impressive display.
Harry Kane and Luis
Diaz also found the net as
Bayern tore apart the
Wolfsburg defence, espe-
cially in a ruthless sec-
- ond half that produced
six goals. Substitute
players Raphael Guer-
reiro and Leon Goretz-
ka added to the tally,
while Wolfsburg con-
\ tributed
’ two own
goals on
a difficult
night.
The match
began with
Bayern taking

Patriots, 49ers lead teams into divisional round

NEW DELHI

The New England Patriots,
San Francisco 49ers, Buffalo
Bills, Chicago Bears and Los
Angeles Rams booked their
places in the NFL divisional
round after strong wins in
the wild card stage of the
playoffs.

San Francisco produced a
late comeback to beat de-
fending champions Philadel-
phia Eagles 23—19. Quarter-
back Brock Purdy threw a
four yard touchdown pass to
Christian McCaffrey with
under three minutes left. Mc-
Caffrey also scored earlier
with a long catch, helping
the 49ers earn a tough

road victory.

The Patriots delivered a
dominant defensive display
against the Los Angeles
Chargers, winning 16-3.

New England sacked quar-
terback Justin Herbert six
times and limited the Char-
gers to just 207 total yards,
showing control throughout

the game. Buffalo edged past
the Jacksonville Jaguars
27-24 in a tense contest.
Josh Allen scored on a one
yard run late in the fourth
quarter, while a key inter-
ception sealed the Bills’ first
road playoff win since 1992.

The Chicago Bears staged
a dramatic comeback against
the Green Bay Packers.
Trailing by 18 points at half-
time, rookie quarterback Ca-
leb Williams threw two late
touchdown passes, including
a decisive strike to D.J.
Moore. The Bears held on
for their first playoff win
since 2010.

The Rams also advanced
after a close 34-31 victory

over the Carolina Panthers.
Matthew Stafford threw a
late touchdown pass to Col-
by Parkinson to complete the
comeback. Stafford finished
with over 300 passing yards
in a strong performance.

In the divisional round, the
49ers will face the top seed-
ed Seattle Seahawks, while
the Bills travel to play the
Denver Broncos. The Bears
host the Rams, and the Patri-
ots await the winner of the
Texans versus Steelers
game.

The playoffs now move
into a decisive phase, with
momentum building and title
hopes growing for the re-
maining teams.

early control, but Wolfsburg
briefly fought back when Dz-
enan Pejcinovic equalised in
the 13th minute after a defen-
sive error. That moment
proved to be only a short in-
terruption, as Bayern
quickly regained focus and
tightened their grip on the
game.

Coach Vincent Kompany
praised his team’s hunger and
intensity, saying he was
pleased to see the players
continue pressing and attack-
ing even with a big lead.
Playing in freezing condi-
tions, Bayern maintained high
energy and showed why they
remain favourites to defend
the title.

There was a brief concern
when Kane received treat-
ment after a knock to his an-
kle in the first half, but the
striker soon returned and con-
tinued to trouble the opposi-
tion.

With this result, Bayern
strengthened their position at
the top just 16 matches into
the season. The commanding
victory underlined their depth,
confidence, and clear ambi-
tion to stay ahead in the title
race as the Bundesliga season
continues.

Blue Jackets
face Flames after
overtime boost

COLUMBUS

Columbus Blue Jackets return
to home ice Tuesday night as
they welcome the Calgary
Flames for an important inter-
conference clash. The game
comes after an exciting over-
time victory that lifted spirits
inside the locker room and
among local fans.

Columbus enters the match-
up with a balanced record and
strong confidence at home.
The team has shown it can
control games when its of-
fense clicks, especially when
scoring three or more goals.
Defense has also tightened in
recent outings, helping the
Jackets close games late.

Calgary arrives in Ohio
hoping to improve its poor
road form. The Flames have
struggled away from home
this season, giving up more
goals than they score. Disci-
pline has also been an issue,
with frequent penalties
putting pressure on their
defense.

Tuesday’s contest is the
second meeting between the
two teams this season.

Fulks hits late jumper as UCF wins

ORLANDO

No. 25 UCF edged past Cincin-
nati 73-72 on Sunday night af-
ter Themus Fulks sank a calm
jumper with eleven seconds
left, sealing a dramatic Big 12
Conference victory at home.

Riley Kugel led the Knights
with nineteen points, while
Fulks, one of the nation’s top
playmakers, finished with
twelve assists and six points
overall. Jamichael Stillwell
added fifteen points, and re-
serve forward Jeremy Foumena
chipped in with twelve points
and eight rebounds.

Cincinnati stayed close until
the final horn. Jalen Celestine
had a chance to win, but his
three point attempt at the buzz-
er hit the back iron and
bounced away. Former UCF

player Moustapha Thiam, who
transferred to Cincinnati, drew
loud boos and scored a career
high twenty four points. Jizzle
James scored fourteen, while
Baba Miller added thirteen in
the loss.

The game remained tight
throughout, with UCF holding
a slim halftime lead. The
Knights went ahead by five
late, before Cincinnati briefly
moved in front in the final min-
ute. UCF shot well from the
floor and stayed composed un-
der pressure. Cincinnati strug-
gled from long range but stayed
alive through defense and re-
bounding.Fulks’ late basket
proved decisive, lifting the
Knights to a narrow win and
keeping their strong season
momentum alive as conference
play continues this week.
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omen’s T20 World Cup tickets break records

Memories of 2017 linger, when a sold-out Lord’s final saw England win, transformmg fans’ view of women'’s crlcket

NEW DELHI

Ticket sales for the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
2026 in England have
crossed an important mile-
stone, showing the fast rise
of women’s cricket world-
wide. Reports say more than
100,000 tickets have already
been sold, beating the total
sales of the 2017 Women’s

ODI World Cup.

The tournament will be
played in June and July, with
the opening match on June
12. England will host the
event, which will feature 12
teams for the first time, mak-
ing it the biggest Women’s
T20 World Cup so far.

Memories remain strong
from 2017, when the final at
Lord’s was sold out as En-

gland lifted the trophy. That
match changed how fans
viewed the women’s game,
proving it could draw huge
crowds.

Teams are divided into two
groups. Australia, India, Pa-
kistan, South Africa, and oth-
ers will battle for semi-final
spots. The top two teams
from each group will move
forward.

Matches will be held across
seven famous venues, ending
with the final at Lord’s on July
5. New Zealand enter as de-
fending champions, adding
excitement to a historic tour-
nament. Fans from across the
world are expected to travel,
filling stadiums and proving
women’s cricket has earned
lasting respect everywhere
today globally.

Milos Raonic announces retirement

from professional tennis

NEW DELHI

Canadian tennis star Milos
Raonic has officially an-
nounced his retirement, clos-
ing nearly two decades in
professional tennis. The
35-year-old former world No.
3 revealed the news on Mon-
day, reflecting on a career
marked by both triumphs and
challenges.

“Time has come, I am retir-
ing from tennis. This is as
ready as | will ever be,” Ra-
onic wrote on X, sharing
heartfelt thoughts about his
journey. He described tennis
as both his passion and obses-
sion, a sport that began for
him at age eight and grew into
a lifelong profession.

Raonic captured eight ATP
tour-level titles during his ca-
reer. His standout year was
2016, when he reached the

Wimbledon final after a dra-
matic semi-final victory over
Roger Federer. That season,
he also advanced to the Aus-
tralian Open semi-finals, the
ATP Finals semi-finals, and
the Indian Wells final, finish-

Raonic won eight ATP
titles, with 2016 as his
standout year, reaching
Wimbledon final,
Australian Open semi-
finals, ATP Finals semi-
finals, Indian Wells final,
and finishing world No. 3.

contested first-round match.
In his farewell message,
Raonic expressed gratitude to
fans, coaches, and team mem-
bers who supported him
throughout his career. “I have
been the luckiest person to live
out and fulfil my dreams,” he
said, emphasizing the privilege

ing the year ranked a ca-
reer-high No. 3.

Injuries limited his play in
recent years, with his final
professional appearance com-
ing at the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics, where he lost in a tightly

of competing at the highest lev-
el and sharing the court with
tennis legends.

Raonic leaves behind a leg-
acy of skill, resilience, and
inspiration for the next gener-
ation of players.

ECB considers
player curfew
after Ashes issues

NEW DELHI

The England and Wales Crick-
et Board is considering bring-
ing back a player curfew after
concerns over off field be-
haviour during the recently
concluded Ashes series in Aus-
tralia. England lost the series
4-1, and the disappointment
went beyond results, with re-
ports of discipline problems
drawing attention.

According to reports, several
England players were involved
in heavy drinking sessions
during the tour. After the second
Test, when England were al-
ready trailing 2-0, the squad
reportedly spent six days in
Noosa with regular late nights.
Videos later surfaced on social
media, including one showing
opener Ben Duckett appearing
disoriented outside a resort.
There were also reports of play-
ers drinking heavily in Perth
following the two day series
opener, with members of the
squad seen at a casino. These
incidents added to earlier con-
cerns after details emerged about
a nightclub episode involving

Harry Brook in _
, d

New Zealand.

Nandini Sharma praises
Delhi Capitals fight till end

MUMBAI

After the Delhi Capitals suf-
fered a narrow four run defeat
against Gujarat Giants in the
Women’s Premier League,
young pacer Nandini Sharma
praised the team’s fighting
spirit and said they stayed in
the contest till the very end.

Chasing a stiff target of
210, Delhi Capitals fin-
ished on 205 for five in
twenty overs and re-
mained in the match un-
til the final ball. Lizelle Lee
led the chase with a powerful
86 from 54 balls, while Laura
Wolvaardt added a quick 77
off 38 deliveries. Despite fall-
ing short, the batting display
showed strong intent and
belief.

Earlier, Nandini Sharma de-
livered a memorable bowling
performance, picking up five
wickets for 33 runs. Playing
only her second WPL match,
she became the first uncapped
Indian player to take a hat
trick and the first Indian to
claim a five wicket haul in the
league. Four of her wickets

¢ came in the final over, turning

Gauff
rises
third as
Bencic
returns
top

the match into a close finish.

Speaking after the game,
Nandini said the team gave
everything and took many
positives from the loss. She
credited captain Jemimah
Rodrigues for calm guidance
on the field and said the
support helped her stay fo-
cused.

Nandini also thanked senior
player Marizanne Kapp for
sharing valuable advice about
reading pitches and match

situations. She spoke about
. her journey, starting cricket
at a young age, learning
from different coaches, and
improving pace and vari-
ations by playing with
boys.

The young pacer
said the WPL offers
a big platform for
fast bowlers to
learn, grow,

and express
them- selves.
Delhi Cap- -/ itals
will next / face
UP Warriorz, /" hoping
to convert #/ strong
performanc- es into a
win soon.
NEW DELHI start of the year.

Switzerland’s Belinda
Bencic made a notable re-
turn to the Top 10, rising to
number ten for the first
time since becoming a
mother in April 2024.
Bencic impressed at the
United Cup, winning all
five of her singles matches
and helping Switzerland
finish as runners up. Her
victories included wins
over top players such
as Swiatek and Jasmine
Paolini.

Defending Australian
Open champion Madison
Keys dropped two places
to ninth after a quarterfinal
loss in Brisbane. Elena Ry-
bakina, Jessica Pegula,
Paolini, and Mirra Andree-
va rounded out the top
eight, with Paolini and
Andreeva each moving up

Coco Gauff climbed to
world number three in the
latest WTA rankings re-
leased on Monday, just
days before the Australian
Open 2026 draw in Mel-
bourne. The updated rank-
ings will decide seedings
for the season’s first Grand
Slam, with Aryna Sabalen-
ka and Iga Swiatek set as
the top two seeds.

Gauff moved ahead of
fellow American Amanda
Anisimova after a strong
showing at the United Cup,
where the United States
reached the semifinals.
Anisimova slipped to
fourth following her early
exit at the Brisbane Inter-
national. The swap reflect-
ed recent form, with Gauff
showing consistency at the

Washington Sundar out,
Badoni earns ODI call

MUMBAI

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India confirmed
that all-rounder Washington
Sundar has been ruled out of
the remaining One-Day Inter-
national matches against New
Zealand after suffering a side
strain. The injury occurred
while he was bowling during
the first ODI in Vadodara on
Sunday. Medical scans will be
conducted, and experts will
decide the recovery plan.

To fill the gap, selectors
named Ayush Badoni as Sun-
dar’s replacement, giving the
26-year-old his first call-up to
the Indian national team. Ba-
doni has played 27 List A
matches, scoring 693
runs and taking 18
wickets, showing
promise as a reliable |
all-rounder. He will
join the squad in Y
Rajkot, where the sec-
ond ODI begins on
Wednesday.

This is another i 1n_]ury '
setback for India in the |
series. Earlier, wicket- §
keeper batter Rishabh Pant
was ruled out after a similar
side strain, with Dhruv
Jurel stepping in as -
his replace- -
ment. Ti-
lak Var-
m a ,

recov- 4
ering & l

from groin surgery, has also
been ruled out of the early
T201I matches.

The injuries raise concerns
ahead of major tournaments,
including the home T20
World Cup. Sundar remains
part of the World Cup plans,
but his fitness will be closely
watched in the coming weeks.
The updated squad now fea-
tures experienced names and
young talent, as India aims to
stay competitive despite fit-
ness worries.

Team officials said player
health remains the top priority
and replacements were cho-
sen carefully. Fans will hope
the side settles quickly and
delivers strong performances
in the remaining matches

Team wants
Harshit Rana as
lower-order all-

rounder
VADODARA

After India’s four-wicket win
over New Zealand in the
opening One-Day Internation-
al, fast bowler Harshit Rana
revealed that the team man-
agement wants him to devel-
op as an all-rounder and bat at

number eight. He said the fo-
cus is on improving his bat-
ting so he can support the
team in pressure situations.
Chasing a target of 301, In-
dia lost Rohit Sharma early.
Captain Shubman Gill scored

2 against New Zea-
A land as prepara-
A 7{ tions continue

- for a busy in-
ternational
season

' ahead, test-
1 ing depth,
balance, and
resilience of
the Indian
- squad overall
this year.

Kohli consistency impresses Iyer
after match-winning knock

VADODARA

India vice captain Shreyas
Iyer praised Virat Kohli for
his unmatched consistency
after the senior batter played
a key role in India’s four
wicket win over New Zealand
in the first One Day Interna-
tional. Kohli’s calm and con-
trolled innings once again
showed why he remains cen-
tral to India’s batting strength.

Chasing a challenging target
of 301, India lost an early wick-
et, but Kohli steadied the in-
nings with a composed knock
of 93. He rotated the strike
well, picked the right moments
to attack, and ensured pressure
never built on the middle order.

one spot.

The rankings also saw
notable jumps outside the
top ten. Ukraine’s Marta
Kostyuk climbed to num-
ber twenty after reaching
the Brisbane final, while
Elina Svitolina moved up
to twelfth following her ti-
tle win in Auckland. Chi-
na’s Xinyu Wang rose
sharply into the top fifty.

Several young players
achieved career high rank-
ings, highlighting growing
depth in women’s tennis.
Indian players remained
outside the top tiers, with
gradual movement in both
singles and doubles rank-
ings.

The Australian Open
draw will take place on
Thursday, setting the stage
for an exciting start to the
2026 tennis season.

His innings guided India to a
1-0 lead in the three match se-
ries. Speaking in a video shared
by the BCCI, Iyer said Kohli
continues to lead by example.
He added that watching Kohli
bat feels familiar because he
delivers the same impact time
and again. According to lyer,
Kohli’s ability to stay focused
and adapt to situations sets him
apart from others.

During the innings, Kohli
crossed the milestone of 28,000
international runs, becoming the
fastest player to reach the mark.
He achieved it in fewer innings
than Sachin Tendulkar and also
moved to second place on the
all time list of international run
scorers, behind only Tendulkar.

a calm 56, while Virat Kohli
played a fluent knock of 93.
The pair added 118 runs for
the second wicket. Shreyas
Iyer contributed 49, while KL
Rahul stayed unbeaten on 29
to guide the team home.
Rana played a crucial role
with the bat, scoring 29 runs
from 23 balls. He came in
ahead of Washington Sundar
and showed confidence
during the chase. Rana said
KL Rahul helped him settle

. and boosted his belief at the

crease.

He added that he spends ex-
tra time in the nets working
on his batting and feels capa-
ble of scoring 30 to 40 runs
when needed. Rana said this
belief is shared by the team
management.

Earlier, New Zealand made
a strong start through Devon
Conway and Henry Nicholls,
who added 117 runs. Daryl
Mitchell top-scored with
84. Mohammed Siraj led In-
dia’s bowling with two
wickets, while Rana and
Prasidh Krishna also took two
each.

Rana dismissed concerns
about early wickets, saying
different phases exist in ODI
cricket. He felt the pitch was
slow with little bounce and
praised the bowlers for keep-
ing control.

The young pacer said learn-
ing continues and he remains
eager to contribute in roles.

Kyrgios grand slam dream

fading, says McNamee

NEW DELHI

Former Australian Open di-
rector Paul McNamee be-
lieves time is running out for
Nick Kyrgios to make a seri-
ous run at a Grand Slam title,
saying the Australian’s ab-
sence from the singles draw
will not hurt the tournament.

Kyrgios recently confirmed
he will skip the singles event
at the Australian Open due to
ongoing fitness problems. In-
stead, he will play doubles
with long time partner Thana-
si Kokkinakis. McNamee said
the tournament has grown be-
yond relying on one player
and added that best of five set
matches on hard courts de-
mand full fitness.

The outspoken star has
struggled with injuries for
several years. He played only

five matches in 2025 before
ending his season early.
Though he returned briefly
through exhibition matches
and a wildcard entry in Bris-
bane, he was knocked out in
the first round. His doubles
comeback with Kokkinakis
has also been challenging.
McNamee said Kyrgios re-
mains one of the most excit-
ing players to watch, praising
his natural talent and unique
style.
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