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BIGGEST DEFENCE
DEAL SINCE

(_ INDEPENDENCE _]
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday cleared a
major proposal worth Rs 3.25
lakh crore to procure 114 Ra-
fale fighter jets for the Indian
Air Force (IAF) from France,
marking the biggest defence
acquisition in the country's
history.

The clearance was granted by
the Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh,
which accorded Ac-
ceptance of Necessity
(AoN) to the pro-
gramme. The decision
comes ahead of French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron's
forthcoming official
visit to New
Delhi.
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Of the 114 jets, 96 are
planned to be manufactured
domestically with around 50%
indigenous content, while 18
aircraft will be procured oft-
the-shelf from French defence
manufacturer Dassault Avia-
tion to meet the Indian Air
Force’s immediate operational
needs.

The programme is designed
to combine rapid capability
enhancement with a long-term
push for self-reliance in de-
fence production.
Manufacturing a large por-
tion of the jets in India is
expected to give a sub-
stantial boost to

the .
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‘India will refrain
from hasty
remarks on B’desh

poll results’

domestic acrospace ecosystem.

The deal will include the
transfer of advanced fighter jet
technology and will be struc-
tured as a strategic partnership
aimed at strengthening the
government's 'Make in India’
programme.

Following the Defence Min-
istry's approval, the acquisition
will require final clearance
from the Cabinet Committee

on Security, chaired by &
Prime Minister Naren- ’
dra Modi. .

BJP MLA Byrathi Basavaraj arrested

BENGALURU

BJP MLA Byrathi Basavaraj
was arrested upon his arrival at
the Kempegowda International
Airport in Bengaluru on Thurs-
day evening, hours after the
Supreme Court denied him an-
ticipatory bail in the Biklu Shi-
va murder case.

The KR Puram legislator
was apprehended by a Criminal
Investigation Depart-
ment (CID) team around
7 pm and is being taken
to the agency's head-
quarters on Palace Road
for further procedures.

The CID is likely to
produce him before a magis-

s Department of Tourism, Bangalore and District Administration, Vijayanagar
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trate in Bengaluru later this
evening and seek his custodial
-~ interrogation.
Basavaraj has been
listed as accused num-
ber 5 in the FIR related

40-year-old Shivaku-
mar alias Biklu Shiva, a
history-sheeter.

to the murder of
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_What’s the deal?_

Of the 114 jets, 90 will be
manufactured domes-
tically with around 50%
indigenous content,
while the remaining
aircraft will be procured
from France in fly-away
condition to meet the

Prez Lee calls
for tougher
steps to
stabilise prices

B The deal clearance was granted

by the Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
which accorded Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) to the programme.

It will eventually | ® It includes
need clearance facilitation of
from the Cabi- fleet mainte-
net Committee nance, logistics

on Security, support, and
chaired by personnel
Prime Minister training under
Narendra Modi. an MRO.

EXISTING RAFALE FLEET
AND NAVAL VARIANT

The Air Force currently operates 36 Rafale aircraft
across two squadrons. The last delivery of the 'C'
variant took place in December 2024.

In addition, India has ordered 26 Rafale 'M' variant
aircraft for the Indian Navy in a deal valued at Rs

The deal has come through ahead
of French President Emmanuel’s
three-day official Delhi next week
for the Al Impact Summit

63,000 crore. These naval aircraft will operate from
the aircraft carriers INS Vikrant and INS Vikramaditya.

No CM discussion at AICC meet: DKS

NEW DELHI

Even as speculations re-
mained rife about a possible
change of power in Karnata-
ka, Deputy Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar on Thursday
said the chief ministerial
post was not discussed
during his meeting with
Congress leaders at the

AICC on Thursday.
Addressing the media, he
said the senior leaders will
decide when it will be suit-
able for the state. "We were
not discussing anything on
this. The party has a vision.
All our senior leaders will
take the call whenever they
find it suitable in favour of
Karnataka," he said.

Department of Kannada and Culture, Bangalore.

@ @ Sweekriti alleges
harassment

after Allu Arjun
video row

India rewrites its

‘power’ address

Seva Teerth inauguration tomorrow

NEW DELHI

On January 14, Makar Sank-
ranti, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will shift the PMO out
of South Block, ending a 78-
year chapter that began in
1947. The move to the
newly built Seva Teerth
complex marks more
than a change of lo-
cation. It signals a
conscious step
away from colo-
nial-era power
centres towards
a gover-

NEW DELHI

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey has
given notice for a “substantive
motion” in the Lok Sabha
against Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, which can the-
oretically lead to Gandhi's ex-
pulsion by majority vote.
Giving notice on Thursday,
he sought a probe by a parlia-
mentary panel into the Con-
gress leader's “continual mis-
deeds for destabilizing the
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One State, Many Worlds

nance framework rooted in
Indian purpose.

Seva Teerth will house the
PMO, Cabinet Secretariat, and
NSCS in modern, pur-

pose-built spaces designed
for efficiency and ser-
vice. As South and
North Blocks prepare to
become public mu-
seums, India’s
executive
heart is be-
ing re-
) shaped
for the
future.
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country”, and demanded that
he be expelled as an MP, plus
be banned from polls for the rest
of his life. He also accused Ra-
hul of being "a major constituent
of the Thuggery Gang to de-sta-
bilise India from within”.
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Department of Tourism

Inauguration by C A“ are cordia“y i“Vited :)Auspicious Presence of
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Sri. Siddaramaiah
Hon’ble Chief Minister
Govt. of Karnataka

Inauguration Ceremony

13.02.2026, Friday | At 6.00 pm
February 13, 14 and 15, 2026

4 s

Shri B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan,
Hon'ble Minister for Housing, Waqgf and Minority Welfare and
Minister-in-charge of Vijayanagar and Bellary districts,
inspecting the preparations for the main stage of

Hampi Utsav 2026.

.

4 Hon’ble MPs of district, Hon’ble Members of Legislative Assembly )
and Legislative Council and all people representatives will take

part on this occasion

§

Shri B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan

Hon'ble Minister for Housing,
Wagqf and Minority Welfare and
Minister-in-charge of Vijayanagar
and Bellary districts

Shri H.K. Patil
Hon'ble Minister of Law, Justice,
Human Rights, Parliamentary Affairs,
Legislation and Tourism and
Minister-in-charge of Gadag District

Honourable Presence of

Sri. D.K. Shivakumar
Hon’ble Dy. Chief Minister
Govt. of Karnataka

Main Stage:
Sri M.P. Prakash Stage, Gayithri Peeth, Hampi

Parallel Stages:
Opp Basavanna Stage | Viroopaksheswara Temple Stage |
Sasivekalu Ganapa Stage | Mananavami Dibba Stage

A Rasamanjari program by famous actors,
actresses, music directors and playback singers

from the Kannada film industry. A sound and

light program by Vijayanagara Vaibhav
at the Anelaya premises

Shri Ramalinga Reddy
Hon'ble Minister for Transport &
Muzarai and Minister-in-charge of
Ramanagara District

Special Programs:
Hampi by Sky | Exhibition of Bulls | Rangoli Competition | Fruit and flower display | Fish Fair | Boating | Symposium on Hampi History
| Food fair | Drone demonstration | Rural Sports | Poetry concert | Kite Show | Youth concert Folk Channel

Shri Thangadagi Shivaraj Sangappa

Hon'ble Minister for Backward Classes

Welfare and Kannada &
Culture Department

Minister-in-charge Koppal District

Presided by:

Shri H.R. Gaviyappa
Hon'ble Member of
Legislative Assembly
Vijayanagara Constituency
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at Town Hall amid
Bharat Bandh Call

BENGALURU
Trade unions across the
country called for a
Bharat Bandh on Thurs-
day, but Karnataka wit-
nessed a mixed response,
with large-scale protests
instead of a total shut-
down. In Bengaluru, over
10 trade unions under the
banner of the All India
Trade Unions Federation
staged a demonstration
at Town Hall, voicing
strong opposition to the
government’s labour pol-
icies. Police were initially
reluctant to permit the
protest in view of a High
Court directive and made
preparations to detain
demonstrators. However,
despite resistance and
the threat of arrest, work-
ers gathered in large
numbers and carried out
their protest peacefully.

Road Rage: Man Clings to
CarBonnet, Dragged for 1
kmon Old Airport Rd

BENGALURU
In a shocking road-rage
incident, a goods vehicle
driver was dragged for
nearly one kilometre
while lying on the bonnet
of a car on Old Airport
Road. According to Ul-
soor police, the episode
began after the car alleg-
edly brushed against the
goods vehicle, prompting
its driver to demand im-
mediate compensation
for damages. A heated
argument ensued, and
when the car owner re-
fused to pay, the goods
vehicle driver climbed
onto the bonnet in pro-
test. Angered, the car
driver continued driving
for about a kilometre
before the man jumped
off as the vehicle
slowed down. Police are
investigating.

lllegal Building
Demolished by
Corporation

BENGALURU
The Bengaluru Central
Corporation (BMC) has
initiated action against il-
legal constructions in the
city, demolishing a build-
ing erected in violation of
the approved plan and
building bylaws. Officials
said discrepancies in the
structure were identified
during inspections,
prompting the civic body
to issue notices to the
owners. As the violations
were not rectified and
the premises were not
vacated voluntarily, the
Central Municipal Corpo-
ration (CMC) proceeded
with enforcement meas-
ures. Authorities stated
that the drive will contin-
ue across the city to en-
sure compliance with
building regulations and
to curb unauthorised
constructions.

Surgein Cotton Imports Triggers

BENGALURU

Concerns over rising cotton
imports and growing distress
among domestic cultivators
echoed in the Lok Sabha, with
Raichur MP Kumar Naik
highlighting the mounting
challenges faced by cotton
farmers, particularly in Kar-
nataka.

Raising the issue during
Question Hour, Naik noted
that although India is the
world’s second-largest cotton
producer after China, with
Brazil close behind, domestic
growers are grappling with
uncertainty despite the expan-
sion of procurement under the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) scheme. He pointed
out that Karnataka has record-
ed the highest cotton yield in
southern India, surpassing the
national average, yet farmers
remain under severe stress.

Naik flagged a sharp spike
in cotton imports, stating that

government data shows im-
ports from Brazil surged by
over 1,000 percent year-on-
year over the past two years.
Imports from the United
States also rose by nearly 200
percent during the same peri-
od. He argued that such a dra-
matic increase is undermining
domestic producers and exert-
ing downward pressure on
prices.

Highlighting the ground re-

ality, Naik said farmers are
battling falling market prices,
rising input costs, and per-
sistent policy uncertainty. “If
this trend continues, we risk
becoming heavily dependent
on imports, weakening our
farmers and compromising
long-term agricultural securi-
ty,” he warned. He added that
cotton-growing districts such
as Kalaburagi, Raichur and
Yadgir possess significant po-
tential, provided they receive
stronger institutional backing
and policy stability.
Responding to the con-
cerns, Union Textiles Minister
Giriraj Singh assured the
House that the Centre remains
committed to safeguarding
farmers’ interests. He said
MSP is fixed based on recom-
mendations of the Commis-
sion for Agricultural Costs
and Prices (CACP), along
with inputs from state govern-
ments and assessments of pro-
duction costs, ensuring farm-

& Alarm over Farmers’ Livelihoods

Pointing to Karnataka’s performance, he said the state recorded the highest
yield in the south, surpassing the national average

Y

ers receive at least 1.5 times
the cost of production.

For the 2025-26 season, the
MSP for cotton has been set
between Rs 7,710 and Rs
8,110 per quintal, depending
on quality—an increase of Rs
589 per quintal over the pre-
vious year. Singh added that
571 procurement centres have
been opened across 149 dis-
tricts in 11 cotton-growing
states, and more than 90.5
lakh bales have been procured
so far.

On import policy, the
Minister clarified that the
11 percent import duty on
cotton was temporarily ex-
empted between August and
December 2025 but was re-
introduced in January 2026.
However, Naik maintained
that the temporary duty re-
lief had adverse conse-
quences, as domestic cotton
prices crashed amid global
tariff pressures, intensifying
distress among farmers.

US-Returned Techie Held for Killing
Navy Veteran Father, Dentist Mother

BENGALURU

A 33-year-old US-returned
software engineer has been ar-
rested for allegedly stabbing
his parents to death at their
villa in Vignan Nagar near
HAL township in
east Bengaluru. The
accused, Rohan
Chandra Bhat, is the
son of retired Navy
captain Naveen
Chandra Bhat (60) =
and dentist Dr Shya- h
mala Bhat (55), who lived in
Adarsh Vista.

According to police, the inci-
dent occurred around 8 am fol-
lowing a heated argument over

financial support for Rohan’s
startup venture. Preliminary
investigations suggest that he
repeatedly stabbed his parents
during the altercation. Neigh-
bours, alerted by screams from
the house, rushed to the spot
and shifted the griev-
ously injured couple
to Manipal Hospitals
on Old Airport Road,
where doctors de-
clared them brought
dead.

A complaint was
lodged by neighbour Dr Mad-
havi Nair, who works at Ma-
nipal Hospitals. HAL police
have registered a case and ar-
rested the accused. Police

sources said Rohan had worked
as a software engineer in the
United States and returned to
Bengaluru about three years
ago. While details of his over-
seas employment are being ver-
ified, officers said he had been
working independently on tech-
nology projects and was keen
to scale them up. Investigators
believe he had been pressuring
his parents for funds after fac-
ing difficulties in raising capi-
tal. The elderly couple report-
edly expressed their inability to
meet his financial demands.
Police are probing further to
ascertain the sequence of
events and any additional mo-
tives behind the crime.

Consumer Panel Cracks Down on Mandatory
Service Charge, Warns of 350,000 Penalty

BENGALURU

The Central Consumer Pro-
tection Authority (CCPA) has
tightened its crackdown on
restaurants that levy service
charges without customer
consent, warning that such
practices amount to unfair
trade practices and can attract
penalties of up to 50,000.

In a recent directive, the
CCPA reiterated that service
charges must remain optional
and that diners have the right
to refuse payment if the
charge is added to the bill
without explicit consent. The
move follows a rise in com-
plaints from customers across
the country alleging that
restaurants routinely and ca-
sually include mandatory ser-
vice charges without prior
disclosure.

Acting on complaints re-
ceived through the National
Consumer Helpline — sup-
ported by invoices showing
compulsory service charges
— the authority initiated suo
motu proceedings against 27
restaurants nationwide. On
February 4, it also pulled up a
prominent food chain for im-
posing such charges. The
CCPA stated that the practice

State-Run Buses Accoun

BENGALURU

The state recorded 5,777 cas-
es of buses being driven rash-
ly and causing accidents be-
tween 2023 and 2025, averag-
ing nearly 160 cases a month,
according to transport depart-
ment data. More than 60 per
cent of these accidents in-
volved state-run buses, raising
fresh concerns about passen-
ger safety. The issue gained
attention after a private sleep-
er bus travelling from Shiva-
mogga to Bengaluru caught
fire last week, sparking a de-

bate in the Legislative Coun-
cil. Data indicates that only
two bus fire incidents have
been reported in the past three
years — one in Chitradurga

violates Section 2(47) of the
Consumer Protection Act,
2019, which defines unfair
trade practices.

Customers have largely
welcomed the directive, as-
serting that tips should reflect
service quality and not be im-
posed as a compulsion.

However, hotel and restau-
rant associations have ex-
pressed reservations. G.K.
Shetty, President of the Kar-
nataka State Hotels’ Associa-
tion, said service charges
were introduced to ensure
equitable distribution of tips
among all staff, including
kitchen and housekeeping
personnel. “Globally, service
charges of 10 to 20 per cent

t for 60%

on December 25 last year that
claimed eight lives, and an-
other in Shivamogga on Jan-
uary 27, where all passengers
survived.

are common. We kept it at 5
per cent. The 350,000 penalty
is a heavy burden amid rising
operational costs. We remove
the charge if a guest objects,”
he said, adding that the asso-
ciation plans to seek suitable
modifications from the gov-
ernment.

P.M. Ananth Narayan, head
of the Bengaluru chapter of
the National Restaurant As-
sociation of India (NRAI),
said the body is contesting
the issue in court. Mean-
while, Hatti Kaapi founder
U.S. Mahendra termed the
penalty clause harsh and sug-
gested clear government no-
tifications stating that service
charge is optional.

Sisters Fake
Kidnap to Skip
School, Trigger

Police Hunt

BENGALURU

What began as a chilling report
of a daylight kidnapping in
Chamarajpet ended in an unex-
pected confession after police
discovered that two schoolgirls
had staged the entire episode to
skip classes.

The sisters, aged 14 and 8,
students of a private school,
were dropped near their cam-
pus around 8.20 am on Mon-
day. Shortly after, they left their
school bags behind and disap-
peared. When their grandfather
visited the school around 8.45
am, he found they had not at-
tended classes. Teachers con-
firmed their absence, prompt-
ing a frantic search by family
members across the school
premises and nearby streets.
With no trace of the children,
the family approached
Chamarajpet police to file a
complaint. Even as officers be-
gan initiating action, the girls’
father received a call from an
unknown number. His elder
daughter informed him that
both sisters were near home
and were calling from a pass-
er-by’s phone. The family
rushed back and found the girls
safe. However, the relief was
short-lived. Questioned about
their absence, the elder sister
narrated a dramatic tale involv-
ing a four-member gang, a car,
forcible abduction, injections
that rendered them uncon-
scious, and even two women
accomplices. She claimed they
were given Rs 60 and warned
to cooperate when the gang re-
turned the following week.
Taking the allegation seriously,
police registered a case under
relevant sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
launched an investigation.. .
The footage showed the sisters
casually walking around the
neighbourhood, unharmed and
unhurried. Confronted with the
evidence, the girls broke down
and admitted they had fabricat-
ed the story to avoid attending
school. Police have counselled
the family and advised them to
ensure closer supervision.

During the discussion, MLC
Kishore Kumar Puttur alleged
that sleeper buses are often
misused for transporting car-
go, including inflammable ma-
terials, endangering innocent
passengers. He claimed that
luggage is openly loaded in-
side buses and even stacked on
rooftops, a practice commonly
seen at locations such as Anan-
drao Circle in Bengaluru. “For
greed and to evade transport
taxes, inflammable items like
cylinders, paint and crackers
are ferried in passenger buses.
Oblivious passengers travel-

Accidents

in 3 Years

ling home for holidays risk
losing their lives,” he said. Re-
sponding to the concerns,
Transport Minister R. Ramal-
inga Reddy said bus owners
and operators were recently
briefed on the National Human
Rights Commission’s 10-point
safety guidelines. He added
that it was recommended to
install public announcement
systems in buses to inform
passengers about safety mea-
sures. The minister also stated
that department staff screen
luggage transported in KSRTC
buses to prevent violations.

TELEHEALTH
BOOSTS ACCESS TO

BENGALURU

The growing adoption of
telehealth services in the
city’s hospitals is transform-
ing access to sexual and re-
productive healthcare, offer-
ing women and queer individ-
uals a more private and judge-
ment-free platform to seek
medical advice. Widely intro-
duced after the pandemic,
teleconsultations have since
seen a steady rise, with doc-
tors reporting an increase in
pregnancy-related queries and
requests for contraceptive
guidance. “Most online con-
sultations are audio calls and
relate to pregnancy concerns,
gynaecological issues, or
symptoms such as genital
rashes. However, advice re-
garding emergency contracep-
tion is predominant,” said Dr
Meghana Reddy Jetty, Senior
Consultant in Obstetrics, Gy-
naecology, Laparoscopy and
Aesthetic Gynaecology at As-
ter Whitefield Hospital. She
added that she receives at
least two to three such calls
daily. Increasingly, male part-
ners are also reaching out for
guidance on emergency con-
traception. “We do not pre-
scribe medication without the
patient being present. We only
offer guidance during such
calls,” she clarified.

With Bengaluru’s traffic
making hospital visits
time-consuming, many pa-
tients prefer an initial telecon-
sultation to understand their
condition and treatment op-
tions before travelling. Doc-
tors say sexual and reproduc-
tive health concerns are deep-
ly personal, and telemedicine
reduces hesitation among
first-time patients. “Some
women worry that doctors
may be judgemental. Telecon-
sultations allow them to speak
from the comfort of their
homes, especially when it is
the first time they are opening

Doctors caution that
teleconsultation can-
not replace in-person
medical care, especially
for sexually transmitted
infections, pregnancy
complications, or genital
infections that require
physical examination
and direct clinical man-
agement.

up,” said Dr Manisha Singh,
Additional Director, Gynae-
cologist and Sub-specialist in
Reproductive Medicine and
Surgery at Fortis Hospital,
Bannerghatta Road. Telemed-
icine has also widened access
beyond city limits. Specialists
in Bengaluru are now consult-
ing patients from districts
across Karnataka, other states,
and even abroad. Dr Manisha
recalled a couple from a re-
mote part of Andhra Pradesh
who underwent a completely
remote fertility consultation.
“With support from a local
clinic that followed my treat-
ment plan, the woman con-
ceived and delivered a healthy
baby boy. I met them only 1.5
years later when they visited
with the child,” she said. Doc-
tors note that teleconsulta-
tions are particularly benefi-
cial for queer individuals who
may fear discrimination in con-
ventional healthcare settings.
“They commonly seek advice
on hormonal therapy, sexual
health screening, mental health
support, gender-affirming care
and relationship counselling,”
said Dr Nivedita Jha, Senior
Consultant, Obstetrician and
Gynaecologist at Sparsh Hospi-
tal, Infantry Road.

SC Verdict Shields
Karnataka from Massive
Payout in Irrigation Projects

BENGALURU

In a significant relief to the
Karnataka government and
the state-run Karnataka Neer-
avari Nigama Limited
(KNNL), the Supreme Court
has allowed 530 appeals in
land acquisition cases linked
to major infrastructure works,
including the Upper Krishna
Basin Project and the Singa-
talur Lift Irrigation Project in
north Karnataka.

A bench comprising Justices
M.M. Sundresh and Satish
Chandra Sharma delivered the
ruling while deciding a batch
of appeals involving a com-
mon question of law under the
Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Ac-
quisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013. The
judgment also covers similar
appeals filed by Bihar and Ma-
harashtra in connection with
highway projects.

Clarifying the legal position,
the apex court held that Sec-
tion 24(1)(a) of the 2013 Act
applies to all cases where
awards were passed after the
Act came into force. It direct-
ed that such awards must be

governed by the provisions of
the 2013 Act, except in matters
relating to rehabilitation and
resettlement entitlements. The
court further ruled that first
appeals before high courts
must be treated under Section
74 of the 2013 Act and not un-
der Section 54 of the old Land
Acquisition Act of 1894.

The ruling carries major fi-
nancial implications for Kar-
nataka, with public funds run-
ning into several tens of thou-
sands of crores of rupees ef-
fectively safeguarded.

The dispute arose after
landowners approached refer-
ence courts seeking enhanced
compensation, and in several
instances were granted sub-
stantial increases over the
amounts fixed by land acqui-
sition officers. The state con-
tended that many such en-
hancements were excessive
and not in line with prevailing
market values. However, ap-
peals filed by the government
were dismissed by the high
court citing delays beyond
120 days. The Supreme
Court’s decision now paves
the way for adjudication of
these cases on merits.

With Rare Disease Treatment
Stalled, Children Left in Limbo

BENGALURU

For families of children with
rare diseases, the past two
years have been marked by
uncertainty and despair as
treatment access in Karnataka
remains stalled.

“We visited over a dozen
MLAs, MPs and ministers
seeking the restart of rare dis-
ease treatment, but our efforts
were in vain. Treating Gaucher
costs over Z3.5 lakh a month,”
said Vasanth and Seetharama
Shetty, parents of two boys
aged 4.5 and 8, at an event or-
ganised by the Organisation for
Rare Discases India (ORDI).

Gaucher disease is a genetic
disorder caused by a missing
enzyme, leading to the accu-
mulation of fatty substances
in the spleen, liver and bones.
Vasanth said he even appealed
to Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao for mercy killing,
saying it was heartbreaking to
watch his child suffer without
treatment.

Treatment under the Na-
tional Policy for Rare Diseas-
es (NPRD)-2021 has largely
stopped in the state after cen-
tral funds failed to reach des-
ignated centres such as the
Indira Gandhi Institute of
Child Health.
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District Planning
Committee Meeting to
BeHeld on February 17

Koppal
The District Planning
Committee (DPC)
meeting for the finan-
cial year 2025-26 will
be held on February 17
at 3 pm at the J.H. Patel
Hall in the District
Panchayat premises of
Koppal. According to an
official press release,
the meeting will be
chaired by Thangadagi
Shivaraj Sangappa, who
serves as the Minister
for Backward Classes
Welfare and the Kanna-
da and Culture Depart-
ment, and is also the
District In-charge Minis-
ter of Koppal. The Dis-
trict Planning Commit-
tee meeting assumes
significance as it is a key
platform for consolidat-
ing and reviewing devel-
opment proposals pre-
pared by various local
bodies, including rural
and urban institutions.

SBI Conducts Financial
Literacy Week Across
Koppal District

Koppal
In a bid to promote re-
sponsible banking prac-
tices and financial dis-
cipline among the pub-
lic, the State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) is conducting
a five-day Financial Lit-
eracy Week across Kop-
pal district from Febru-
ary 9 to 13. The aware-
ness campaign is being
organized under the
guidance of the Depart-
ment of Financial Ser-
vices and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). As
part of the initiative,
programmes are being
held in various parts of
the district to educate
citizens about safe and
informed financial
practices. One such
programme was organ-
ized at Kunakeri village
under the aegis of the
District Lead Bank. Dur-
ing the event, partici-
pants were sensitized
on four key themes of
the Financial Literacy
Week. The primary fo-
cus was on Your Ac-
count, Your Money,
highlighting the impor-
tance of safeguarding
one’s bank account and
financial credentials.

Awareness Programme
on Child Rights and
Safety for ASHA Workers

Koppal
An awareness pro-
gramme on child rights,
child protection laws
and child safety was or-
ganized for ASHA work-
ers of Kanakagiri taluk.
The programme was
conducted under the
joint aegis of the district
administration, Zilla
Panchayat, Depart-
ment of Women and
Child Development, De-
partment of Health and
Family Welfare, and the
District Child Protection
Unit (DCPU), Koppal.
The initiative aimed at
strengthening the ca-
pacity of ASHA workers,
who serve as member
secretaries of vil-
lage-level Child Protec-
tion Committees, to
promote child safety at
the community level.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shivalila Vannur,
Legal-cum-Probation
Officer of the District
Child Protection Unit,
elaborated on various
laws enacted by the
government to prevent
sexual offences against
children.

Women Urged to Join Mainstream
Through Self-Reliance: C.R. Mundaragi

Workshop trains community resource persons to transform rural SHG members into ‘Lakhpati Didis’ through livelihood initiatives

GAGAD

Emphasizing the importance
of economic independence for
women, Zilla Panchayat Dep-
uty Secretary C.R. Mundaragi
called upon women to be-
come self-reliant and actively
join the social and economic
mainstream.

The appeal was made during
a one-day district-level work-
shop organized at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office hall
under the Sanjeevini — Karna-
taka State Rural Livelihood
Promotion Society, function-
ing under the Department of

Skill Development, Entrepre-
neurship and Livelihood of the
Government of Karnataka.
The programme was conduct-
ed in collaboration with the
district administration and Zil-
la Panchayat, Gadag.

The workshop focused on
training Agriculture Sakhis,
Pashu Sakhis and various
community resource persons
on empowering Self-Help
Group (SHG) women to be-
come Lakhpati Didis by in-
creasing their annual income
through diversified livelihood
activities. Participants were
provided guidance on enhanc-

ing income through agricul-
ture and allied sectors as well
as non-farm activities.
Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, C.R. Mundaragi not-
ed that there was a time when
women hesitated to join

SHGs or participate in meet-
ings and public gatherings.
Today, times have changed.
Women are actively partici-
pating in SHGs, availing loan
facilities and contributing sig-
nificantly to family income.

The knowledge shared in this
workshop must be used to
bring more rural women into
the mainstream, he said.
Chief Guest A.A. Kambali-
math, Chief Planning Officer
of the Zilla Panchayat, high-
lighted the importance of the
National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM). He urged
SHG members to make orga-
nized efforts to utilize bene-
fits under various central and
state government schemes to
overcome poverty and
achieve financial stability.
Presiding over the event,
Zilla Panchayat Planning Di-

rector M.V. Chalageri stated
that resource persons would
provide detailed information
on opportunities available to
enhance the income of rural
SHG women and help them
attain Lakhpati status. He en-
couraged participants to thor-
oughly understand the train-
ing content and extend effec-
tive services to SHG mem-
bers. Assistant Secretary S.S.
Kalmani, community resource
persons working at Gram
Panchayat-level federations,
and district and taluk mission
staff of the Sanjeevini scheme
were present.

Sant Sevalal Jayanti to Be
Celebrated in Gadag on Feb 17

GADAG

The birth anniversary of Sant
Sevalal will be celebrated on
February 17 at 11 am at the
District Administration Bha-
van Auditorium Hall in
Gadag.

The event is being jointly
organized by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat
and the Department of Kanna-
da and Culture, Gadag. The
programme aims to commem-
orate the life and teachings of
Sant Sevalal, a revered spiri-
tual leader of the Banjara
community, and to highlight
his contributions to social har-
mony and cultural heritage.

The inauguration and chair-
manship of the function will
be led by H. K. Patil, Minister
for Law, Justice, Human
Rights, Parliamentary Affairs,
Legislation and Tourism, who
is also the District In-charge
Minister of Gadag.

Basavaraj Horatti, Chair-
man of the Karnataka Legis-
lative Council, and Shivaraj
S. Tangadagi, Minister for
Kannada and Culture and

District administration to
host commemorative
programme with
participation of
prominent ministers and
public representatives.

Backward Classes Welfare,
will grace the occasion.
Several dignitaries are
scheduled to attend as chief
guests, including MLC and
Government Chief Whip
Salim Ahmed; Chairman of
Karnataka State Mineral De-
velopment Corporation and
Ron MLA G. S. Patil; Haveri
MP and former Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai; MP P.
C. Gaddigoudar; Vice-Chair-
man of the Karnataka State
Decentralization Planning and
Development Committee D.

R. Patil; Nargund MLA C. C.
Patil; Shirahatti MLA Chand-
ru Lamani; MLCs S. V. Sank-
anur and Pradeep Shettar;
Gadag-Betageri Urban Devel-
opment Authority President
Akbarsab Babarci; and Dis-
trict Guarantee Schemes Im-
plementation Authority Pres-
ident B. B. Asuti.

Special invitees include
District In-charge Secretary
Ramandeep Choudhari and
Belagavi Divisional Commis-
sioner Janaki K.M.

Dr. Harilal Pawar, former
President of the Banjara Cul-
ture and Language Academy,
will deliver a keynote address
on the life and ideals of Sant
Sevalal.

District officials including
Deputy Commissioner and
Zilla Panchayat CEO C.N.
Sridhar, Superintendent of
Police Rohan Jagadeesh, Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er Dr. Durgesh K.R., and As-
sistant Director of Kannada
and Culture Basavaraj V. Bal-
lari have extended invitations
to the public to participate in
the celebration.

Programme to focus on ERP software implementation, system
audit and key provisions of Cooperative Act.

Training Workshop for
Cooperative Society Heads

GADAG

A district-level training
workshop for Presidents,
Vice-Presidents and Chief
Executive Officers of Prima-
ry Agricultural Credit Coop-
erative Societies (PACS) of
Shirahatti and Laxmeshwar
taluks will be held on
February 13, Friday, at
Shirahatti.

The workshop is being
jointly organised by the De-
partment of Cooperation,
Karnataka State Cooperative
Federation, Bengaluru;
Gadag District Cooperative
Union; and KCC Bank Ltd.,
Gadag. The event will take
place at the hall of the Pri-
mary School Teachers’ Co-
operative Society, located
behind the court complex on
Magadi Road in Shirahatti
of Gadag district.

Director of KCC Bank
Ltd., Dharwad, Govindagou-
da V. Patil, will inaugurate

the programme, while C.M.
Patil, President of the Gadag
District Cooperative Union,
will preside over the
function.

Several senior officials
from the cooperative sector
will attend as chief guests,
including Deputy Registrar
of Cooperative Societies
S.S. Kabade; Deputy Direc-
tor of Cooperative Audit De-
partment H. Manjappa; As-
sistant Registrar of Cooper-
ative Societies Pushpa K.
Kadiwal; Assistant Director
of Cooperative Audit H.A.
Bandettanavar; Shirahatti
Taluk Cooperative Develop-
ment Officer K.C. Kusanur-
math; Marketing Officer
B.R. Nidagundi; and KCC
Bank officials S.M. Chikka-
math and D.N. Kariyanna-
var, along with Vishwanath
H. Lamani.

The technical sessions of
the workshop will focus on
the implementation of ERP

software in PACS and sys-
tem audit procedures. Basa-
varaj M. Muchakanavar,
Computer Programmer at
DCC Bank Ltd., Bagalkot,
will deliver a session on
ERP software in PACS and
system audit.

Another session will
cover key provisions of
the Cooperative Act and re-
cent amendments, as well as
the duties and responsibili-
ties of Presidents, Vice-Pres-
idents and Chief Executive
Officers. This session
will be handled by V.G.
Kulkarni, retired Coopera-
tive Development Officer,
Dharwad.

Chief Executive Officer
Chandrashekar S. Kariyap-
panavar stated that the work-
shop aims to enhance ad-
ministrative efficiency,
strengthen transparency and
ensure better governance in
cooperative institutions
across the district.

Massive Protest Held in City Under Joint
Banner of Various Organisations

VIJAYAPURA

A large-scale protest was
staged in the city under the
joint aegis of various organi-
sations, drawing significant
participation from activists,
workers and members of civil
society.

The demonstration, orga-
nized at a prominent location
in the city, witnessed repre-
sentatives from multiple so-
cial, labour and communi-
ty-based organisations uniting
on a common platform to
press for their demands. Pro-
testers raised slogans, held
placards and expressed dissat-
isfaction over what they de-
scribed as the government’s
inaction on pressing public
issues.

Addressing the gathering,

leaders of participating organ-
isations said that repeated rep-
resentations and memoran-
dums submitted to the author-
ities had not yielded tangible
results. They alleged that is-
sues affecting common peo-
ple, including livelihood con-
cerns, price rise, employment
opportunities and welfare
implementation, were not be-
ing addressed adequately.

AL

Speakers emphasized that
the protest was not politically
motivated but aimed at safe-
guarding the rights and inter-
ests of ordinary citizens. They
urged the authorities to en-
gage in constructive dialogue
and resolve the issues at the
earliest. Several leaders
warned that if their demands
were ignored, the agitation
would be intensified in the

coming days.

The organisers also high-
lighted the need for unity
among various organisations
to strengthen democratic
voices and ensure account-
ability. They called upon the
administration to take imme-
diate steps to address griev-
ances and implement correc-
tive measures.

Police personnel were de-
ployed at the protest venue to
maintain law and order, and
the demonstration concluded
peacefully after the submis-
sion of a memorandum to the
concerned officials.

Organisers described the
protest as a strong message to
the authorities, reiterating that
collective action would con-
tinue until their demands are
fulfilled.

Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan; A Social
Security Lifeline for Unorganised Workers

GADAG

Recognising the lack of finan-
cial security among unorgan-
ised sector workers in their
later years, the Government
of India has introduced the
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi
Maandhan (PM-SYM), a con-
tributory pension scheme
aimed at providing social se-
curity during old age.

Nearly half of India’s na-
tional income is generated by
around 42 crore workers em-
ployed in the unorganised
sector. These include home-
based workers, street vendors,
cooks, loaders, brick kiln
workers, construction labour-
ers, beedi workers, handloom
workers, leather industry la-
bourers, audio-visual workers

and many others engaged in
informal occupations. Despite
their immense contribution to
the economy, most of these
workers lack steady retire-
ment savings or pension
coverage.

To address this concern, the
Central Government has
launched PM-SYM as a vol-
untary and contributory pen-
sion scheme. Under this
scheme, eligible unorganised
workers between 18 and 40
years of age, earning a month-
ly income of 15,000 or less,
can enrol. Applicants must
not be covered under schemes
such as Employees’ State In-
surance (ESI), Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF), or the
National Pension System
(NPS). They must possess a

savings bank account and an
Aadhaar number.

Eligible workers can regis-
ter at their nearest Common
Service Centre (CSC). Details
of CSC locations can be ob-
tained through local branches
of Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC), Labour De-
partment offices, ESIC, EPFO
offices, or online at http://lo-
cator.csccloud.in. Applicants
must carry their Aadhaar card,
bank passbook or cheque
book with IFSC details, nom-
inee information and a
mobile phone at the time of
registration.

One of the key benefits of
PM-SYM is that the Central
Government contributes an
equal matching amount to the
subscriber’s pension account.

Upon attaining the age of 60
years, the beneficiary be-
comes eligible for a guaran-
teed minimum monthly pen-
sion of %3,000.

If a subscriber exits the
scheme within 10 years, only
the contributed amount with
savings bank interest will be
refunded. If withdrawal oc-
curs after 10 years, the sub-
scriber receives the contribu-
tion along with accumulated
interest, whichever is higher.
In case of the subscriber’s
death before 60 years, the
spouse may continue the
scheme or withdraw the con-
tribution with interest. After
pension commencement, the
spouse is entitled to receive
50 percent of the pension as
family pension.

One-Day Workshop Held in City
to Improve Quality of Education

GADAG

A one-day workshop focusing
on improving the quality of
education was organized in
the city, bringing together ed-
ucationists, school adminis-
trators and stakeholders to
deliberate on strengthening
academic standards and stu-
dent learning outcomes.

The workshop was aimed at
addressing challenges faced
by educational institutions
and exploring practical mea-
sures to enhance teaching
methodologies, student en-
gagement and overall institu-
tional performance. Partici-
pants emphasized that quality
education is the foundation of
a progressive society and
called for collective efforts to
ensure holistic development
of students.

During the sessions, re-
source persons highlighted
the importance of innovative
teaching practices, effective
classroom management and
continuous assessment sys-
tems. They stressed the need
to integrate technology into
classrooms, encourage expe-
riential learning and adopt
student-centric approaches to
make education more mean-
ingful and impactful.

Speakers also pointed out
that improving foundational

literacy and numeracy skills
at the primary level is crucial
for long-term academic suc-
cess. Teachers were encour-
aged to identify learning gaps
early and implement remedial
strategies to support slow
learners. The importance of
regular training and capaci-
ty-building programmes for
teachers was also underlined.

Interactive discussions were
held on strengthening collab-
oration between parents and
schools, promoting val-
ue-based education and ensur-
ing inclusive practices for
children from diverse so-
cio-economic backgrounds.
Participants expressed con-
cern over declining academic
performance in certain seg-
ments and resolved to work
collectively to address the
issues.

The workshop concluded
with a call for sustained mon-
itoring of academic progress,
effective utilization of gov-
ernment schemes and im-
proved infrastructure facilities
in schools. Organizers stated
that such initiatives would
continue in the future to en-
sure that educational institu-
tions in the city maintain high
standards and equip students
with the skills and knowledge
required for a competitive
world.
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Shamiana Collapses near
Ajjayya Swamy Temple,
Cameraman Injured

Haveri
A major accident occurred
near the Ajjayya Swamy
Temple on the outskirts of
the city after a large
shamiana and stage
structure collapsed during
an official visit on Thurs-
day. A massive pandal
had been erected in the
area in connection with a
public programme. Dis-
trict In-charge Minister
Shivanand Patil along
with several MLAs had ar-
rived at the venue to in-
spect the arrangements
when the structure sud-
denly gave way. Eyewit-
nesses said the pendola
(shamiana covering) lift-
ed into the air and then
came crashing downin
front of the visiting minis-
ters and legislators. Panic
gripped the gathering for
several minutes, with peo-
ple scrambling to move to
safety. Some individuals
were Seen running away
from the spot amid fears
of further collapse.

SSLC Students to Face
Three Prelims; Dept.
Targets 95% Results

Haveri
Subject expert teachers
interacted with students
and answered queries on
various academic topics,
emphasising the benefits
of thorough preparation
through repeated practice
and solving sample ques-
tion papers ahead of the
SSLC examinations. Mo-
han Dandina, Deputy Di-
rector of the School Edu-
cation Department, said
this year SSLC students
will have to face the pre-
liminary examination three
times, a move aimed at re-
ducing exam anxiety and
improving overall perfor-
mance. This time, SSLC
students will face the pre-
liminary exam three times.
This will remove the fear
of the annual exam. If stu-
dents follow the sample
questions and answers, it
will become easier for
them to write the exami-
nation, he said.

Preparatory Meeting
for District Guarantee
Workshop

Gadag
A preparatory meeting
has been convened in
Gadag ahead of the
Gadag District Guarantee
Implementation Authority
workshop and convention
scheduled for February 18,
2026. According to an of-
ficial release, the meeting
will be held on February
13at10:30 a.m. at the of-
fice of the Gadag Ta-
luk-level Panch Guaran-
tee Scheme Implementa-
tion Authority, located
within the premises of the
Sub-Divisional Officer’s
office in the city. The
meeting will be chaired by
Ashok Mandali, President
of the Gadag Taluk-level
Panch Guarantee
Scheme Implementation
Authority. The objective of
the session is to review
preparations and coordi-
nate arrangements for
the upcoming district-lev-
el workshop and celebra-
tion programme.

Fruits, Honey and
Mushroom Fair Inaugurated

MLA K. Raghavendra Hitnal says horticulture sector
witnessing significant transformation in Koppal district

KOPPAL

A five-day Fruits, Honey and
Mushroom Exhibition and
Sale Fair was inaugurated in
Karnataka’s Koppal district on
Thursday, showcasing a wide
range of horticultural produce
grown by local farmers.

The event was inaugurated
by K. Raghavendra Hitnal,
MLA of Koppal Assembly
constituency and President of
the Raichur, Ballari and Kop-
pal District Cooperative Milk
Union. Speaking at the inau-
guration held at the premises
of the Joint Director of Horti-
culture Office in Koppal city,
he said the district popularly
known as the fruit bowl of
Kalyana Karnataka is wit-
nessing a remarkable transfor-
mation in the horticulture
sector.

The fair, organised by the
Department of Horticulture
on the occasion of Shivaratri,
is being held from February
12 to 16 under the theme of
direct farmer-to-consumer
sales. A variety of fruits in-
cluding grapes, pomegranate,
guava, fig, watermelon,
muskmelon, banana, papaya
and jackfruit are on display
and sale, along with honey
products and mushrooms.

Hitnal said farmers in the
district are increasingly culti-
vating commercial crops such
as mango, banana, grapes,
guava and papaya. He also
noted growing interest among
farmers in mushroom cultiva-
tion and beekeeping. He cred-
ited the district administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat and hor-
ticulture department officials
for encouraging farmers to
diversify into horticultural
crops and providing them bet-
ter market access.

He further highlighted that
the state government has
sanctioned a Horticulture
Technology Park at Kanaka-
giri in Koppal district, which
is expected to facilitate na-
tional and international mar-
keting of local produce, ben-
efiting farmers significantly.

Joint Director of Horticul-
ture Krishna Ukkund in-
formed that this is the ninth
annual edition of the fair and
that farmers from across the
district are participating. A
special highlight this year is
the exhibition of the world’s
most expensive mushroom,
Yarsagumba, valued at around
Rs 15 lakh per kilogram. The
rare Himalayan mushroom,
naturally found in Himachal
Pradesh, has attracted signifi-
cant public attention.

In addition to local and ex-
otic fruit varieties, value-add-
ed honey products and mush-
room-based items are also
being showcased. A handbook
containing comprehensive in-
formation on mushroom cul-
tivation was released during
the event.

Three Booked for Creating Ruckus
with Knife under Influence of Ganja

HUBBALLI

A tense situation prevailed
in Hubballi after three
youths allegedly created a
ruckus while under the influ-
ence of ganja and bran-
dished a knife in a public
area, prompting swift police
action.

According to police sourc-
es, the incident took place in
a crowded locality during
peak hours, causing fear
among residents, shopkeep-
ers and passersby. The trio,
reportedly intoxicated, were
seen arguing loudly and be-
having aggressively. Eyewit-
nesses said the situation es-
calated when one of the ac-
cused allegedly pulled out a
knife and began threatening
people nearby, leading to
panic in the area.

Local shopkeepers imme-
diately alerted the police
control room after sensing
danger. Responding prompt-
ly, a patrol team from the
jurisdictional police station
rushed to the spot and man-
aged to detain all three indi-
viduals before the situation
could spiral further out of
control. The knife used in
the incident was seized from
their possession.

Preliminary investigation
suggests that the accused
were under the influence of
ganja at the time of the dis-
turbance. Police officials
confirmed that a medical ex-
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Police detain trio after
alleged public
disturbance triggers
panic in busy locality.

amination has been conduct-
ed and further tests are being
carried out as part of the in-
vestigation. Authorities are
also probing the source of
the narcotic substance and
whether the trio were in-
volved in drug peddling or
consumption on a larger
scale.

A case has been registered
under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code for
criminal intimidation and
disturbing public peace,
along with provisions of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
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tropic Substances (NDPS)
Act. Officials said the ac-
cused are being questioned
and their criminal back-
ground is being verified.

Senior police officers stat-
ed that strict action would be
taken against individuals in-
volved in drug abuse and
activities that threaten pub-
lic safety. They reiterated
their commitment to main-
taining law and order in
Hubballi and warned that
anti-social behaviour, espe-
cially under the influence of
narcotics, will not be tolerat-
ed. Residents have wel-
comed the swift intervention
by the police and urged au-
thorities to intensify moni-
toring to curb drug-related
incidents in the city.

Major crackdown on illegal diversion of public distribution rice in Dharwad district.

0ld Hubballi Police Seize 270.60 Quintals
of Ration Rice worth Rs 9.20 Lakh

HUBBALLI

The Old Hubballi Police in
Karnataka have seized 270.60
quintals of illegally stored ra-
tion rice valued at approxi-
mately Rs 9.20 lakh in a ma-
jor enforcement operation.
According to police sourc-
es, the seizure was carried
out by officers of the Old
Hubballi Police Station fol-
lowing credible information
about the illegal transporta-
tion and storage of rice
meant for distribution under

the Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS).

Police officials said the
rice, which was intended for
distribution to beneficiaries
under government welfare
schemes, was being diverted
for unauthorised sale in the
open market. Acting swiftly
on a tip-off, the police con-
ducted a raid and confiscated
the entire stock.

Preliminary investigations
indicate that the accused
were attempting to transport
the ration rice without valid

documentation. Authorities
suspect involvement of a net-
work engaged in siphoning
off essential commodities
meant for economically
weaker sections.

A case has been registered
under relevant sections of the
Essential Commodities Act
and other applicable laws.
Further investigation is un-
derway to identify the indi-
viduals involved and ascer-
tain the source of the divert-
ed stock.

Senior police officials stat-

ed that strict action would be
taken against those responsi-
ble for misusing subsidised
food grains. They reiterated
their commitment to curbing
black-marketing and ensur-
ing that essential commodi-
ties reach the intended bene-
ficiaries.

The seizure highlights on-
going efforts by law enforce-
ment agencies in Karnataka to
prevent irregularities in the
public distribution system and
protect the interests of vulner-
able sections of society.

Shakti Scheme: New Momentum for Women’s Mobility in K’taka

GADAG

The Shakti Scheme, one of
the five flagship guarantee
schemes introduced by the
Government of Karnataka,
has brought a visible transfor-
mation in the lives of women
across the state. By offering
free travel in government bus-
es, the initiative has gone be-
yond providing transportation
it has emerged as a powerful
instrument of social and eco-
nomic empowerment.

Since its implementation,
women in both rural and ur-
ban areas have experienced
greater mobility and indepen-
dence. Access to employ-
ment, education, healthcare,
and self-employment oppor-
tunities has improved signifi-
cantly. Earlier, travel expens-
es often restricted women’s
movement, limiting their
participation in economic
and social activities. With the
financial burden of commut-
ing reduced, many new op-
portunities have become
accessible.

One of the most notable im-

pacts of the scheme is on
household finances. Savings
from daily travel costs have
eased financial pressure on
families, particularly those
from working-class back-
grounds. For women engaged
in daily wage work or small
businesses, the ability to com-
mute regularly without incur-
ring travel expenses has
helped stabilise their income
and improve financial security.

The scheme has also posi-
tively influenced female edu-
cation. There has been a no-
ticeable rise in the number of
girl students travelling to col-
leges and training centres. For
students from distant villages,
the availability of free bus
travel has become a lifeline,
enabling them to pursue high-
er education without added
financial strain.

Socially, the Shakti Scheme
has increased women’s partic-
ipation in public life. Engage-
ment with self-help groups,
market activities, and govern-
ment offices has become eas-
ier. As women travel more
freely, their awareness of

rights and civic participation
has expanded, strengthening
their role in society.

From the perspective of the
transport department, the
scheme represents a major op-
erational undertaking. The
surge in passenger numbers
has necessitated improve-
ments in bus fleets, schedules,
and service quality. This has
contributed to the broader de-
velopment of public transpor-
tation infrastructure in the
state.

Overall, the Shakti Scheme
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is not merely a free travel ini-
tiative; it symbolizes a social
movement aimed at enhanc-
ing women’s quality of life.
By promoting savings, ex-
panding educational access,
improving employment op-
portunities, and fostering
self-reliance, the scheme has
truly become a source of
shakti (strength) for women.
It reinforces the idea that
women’s empowerment is
fundamental to the state’s
progress and inclusive
development.

Trade Unions Stage Protest in
Hubballi Demanding
Fulfilment of Various Demands

[

HUBBALLI

Members of a Joint Action
Committee (JAC) of various
labour organisations staged a
protest in Hubballi on Thurs-
day, pressing for the fulfil-
ment of a series of long-pend-
ing demands related to work-
ers’ rights, wages and job se-
curity.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by representatives of
multiple trade unions who
gathered in large numbers and
raised slogans against what
they described as the govern-
ment’s delay in addressing
labour-related issues. The
protestors assembled at a
prominent location in the city
and later marched in a peace-
ful rally before submitting a
memorandum to the con-
cerned authorities.

Union leaders said their key
demands include implementa-
tion of minimum wages in
accordance with revised stan-
dards, regularisation of con-
tract workers, payment of
pending dues, social security
benefits for unorganised
workers and withdrawal of
certain policies they claim are
anti-labour. They also called
for strengthening labour wel-
fare schemes and ensuring
better working conditions
across sectors.

i

Addressing the gathering,
union representatives alleged
that workers across different
departments and industries
are facing increasing econom-
ic hardship due to rising pric-
es and stagnant wages. They
urged the government to hold
immediate talks with labour
representatives to resolve the
issues amicably.

Police personnel were de-
ployed at the protest site to
maintain law and order. The
demonstration remained
peaceful, with no untoward
incidents reported. Traffic
movement in certain stretches
was briefly affected due to the
rally, but authorities managed
the situation effectively.

The Joint Action Commit-
tee warned that if their de-
mands are not addressed with-
in a stipulated timeframe,
they would intensify their
agitation through larger pro-
tests and possible statewide
actions. Labour leaders em-
phasised that their movement
is aimed at safeguarding
workers’ rights and ensuring
dignity and fair treatment for
all sections of the workforce.

Officials acknowledged re-
ceipt of the memorandum and
assured that the concerns
would be forwarded to the ap-
propriate departments for
consideration.

Ensure Planned Measures to Prevent Water Shortage: DC Anand K

VIJAYAPURA

Deputy Commissioner
Anand K has instructed dis-
trict officials to take proac-
tive and well-planned mea-
sures to ensure that there is
no shortage of drinking wa-
ter for people and livestock
during the upcoming sum-
mer months.

Chairing a review meeting
with tahsildars, taluk pan-
chayat executive officers
and officials from various

departments at the DC office
on Thursday, Dr. Anand K
emphasised the urgent need
to fill lakes through avail-
able canal networks and to
closely monitor water avail-
ability across the district.
He directed officials to
make efficient use of exist-
ing water resources and to
initiate precautionary steps
well in advance to prevent
any disruption in supply.
Authorities were instructed
to compile detailed informa-

tion on borewells under
gram panchayats and urban
local bodies and to identify

villages and towns that are
likely to face water scarcity.
The Deputy Commissioner

also called for the formation
of task forces to review the
situation every two weeks to
ensure timely intervention.
He stressed that overhead
water tanks in both rural and
urban areas must be cleaned
regularly, with proper log-
books maintained to record
the process. Water supply
should be ensured only after
mandatory quality testing to
prevent contamination and
safeguard public health.
During the meeting, Dr.

Anand K reviewed the prog-
ress of the district’s compre-
hensive drinking water ini-
tiatives, including Jaladhare
Project I and Jaladhare Proj-
ect II. He directed officials
to expedite pending works
under Project I by resolving
issues related to land acqui-
sition and electricity pipe-
line connections through
coordinated departmental
efforts.

District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Rishi

Anand, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Audram,
Indi Sub-Divisional Officer
Chidanand Guruswami and
other district-level officials
were present at the meeting.
The Deputy Commissioner
reiterated that ensuring un-
interrupted drinking water
supply during peak summer
is a top administrative prior-
ity and urged all depart-
ments to work in close coor-
dination to address potential
challenges in advance.
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Parents appeal
to help find missing
13-year-old girl

Gavuribidanur
Hafeefah Kausar, a
13-year-old student of
class 6 from Uppara Col-
ony, Gauribidanur, has
been reported missing.
She has not returned
home after leaving the
house while her mother
attended a relative’s pro-
gram and her father went
to town to buy snacks.
Her parents searched
nearby homes, relatives,
and friends but could not
locate her. They have now
filed a complaint with
Gauribidanur Nagar Po-
lice Station, requesting
help to find their daugh-
ter. Hafeefah is described
as fair-skinned, about 4
feet tall, wearing a red
t-shirt, black night pants,
black burga, and black
nigab. She speaks Kanna-
da, Telugu, and Urdu. Po-
lice have asked anyone
with information about
her whereabouts to con-
tact the nearest police
station or the Gauribida-
nur city police. Authorities
are actively investigating
to ensure her safe return.

Minority schools
extend application
submission deadline

Chikkaballapur
The Minority Welfare De-
partment has extended
the application deadline
for Class 6 admissions for
2026-27 to February 28.
Eligible students can ap-
ply online through Seva
Sindhu for Minority
Morariji Desai Residential
Schools in Peresandra,
Alipur, Bagepalli,and Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Resi-
dential School, Mastena-
halli. Seventy-five percent
of seats are reserved for
minority students, while
25% are for Backward
Classes, Scheduled
Castes, and Scheduled
Tribes. Admission is
based on entrance exam
marks and roster rules.
Applications can also be
submitted free at the Dis-
trict Minorities Officer’s
office. Contact details are
provided for each school
and information centers.

' K’taka to Distribute Land Titles
- 101.06 Lakh Families in Haveri

Krishna Byre Gowda highlighted digitization progress: 67.5 crore pages
scanned, enabling secure, verifiable online access to land and family records

SHIVAMOGGA

The Karnataka state govern-
ment will distribute land titles
to 1.06 lakh families in
Haveri on February 14, said
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda. The program
marks the completion of
1,000 days of the current gov-
ernment’s term.

Speaking to the media, the
minister said that families liv-
ing in 6,500 residential areas
without proper land docu-
ments for decades will now
receive legal titles. Many of
these areas have existed for
50 to 60 years without official
recognition. Previously, 2.2
lakh people have received

land titles, including 36,000
families last year.

The minister added that
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
Deputy Chief Ministers, and
Cabinet Ministers will attend
the program. Rahul Gandhi
will not be present.

He clarified that title deeds
cannot be issued in the Kanu
and Soppina hills of Malnad,
as the Forest Department is
following Supreme Court di-
rections. Only after legal
clearance and compensation
can titles be granted there.

Krishna Byre Gowda also
highlighted the progress in
document digitization. The
revenue department has
scanned 67.5 crore pages

across 100 taluks. Citizens
can now apply for land secu-
rity online and access family
trees and property records di-
rectly from home. He stressed
that the online family tree
cannot be faked and is verifi-
able in banks and courts.

The digitization effort al-

lows 9,000 to 13,000 registra-
tions daily, while server is-
sues are being addressed.
Next year, scanning will be
completed in all survey and
registration offices, enabling
citizens to receive records in-
stantly.

Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda avoided commenting
on political questions, includ-
ing MLAs’ foreign trips, fo-
cusing solely on the land dis-
tribution and digitization
progress.

This program is expected to
give long-awaited legal rec-
ognition to thousands of fam-
ilies, ensuring security and
clarity over land ownership
across the state.

Tanuja secures
third prize in state
essay contest

CHITRADURGA

Tanuja, a class 10 student of
Government High School,
Chavalihalli Gollarahatti in
Chitradurga taluk, has won
third place in the state-level
Bapuji essay competition. The
contest was organized by the
Information and Public Rela-
tions Department as part of
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti cel-
ebrations.

The competition began at
the district level last October,
where Tanuja’s essay on “Les-
son of Cleanliness — Gandhi-
ji’s Message” won first prize.
Her winning essay was then
sent to the state-level contest,
where students from across
Karnataka competed in high
school, undergraduate, gradu-
ate, and postgraduate catego-
ries. The results were recently
announced, and Tanuja se-
cured the third position in the
high school category. District
Information Officer Tukaram-
rao B.V. confirmed that Tanu-
ja will receive a cash prize of
Rs. 11,000 along with a certif-
icate for her achievement. Her
success brings pride to her
school and the Chitradurga
district.

Jaibhim opposes canal route
change in Chikkabanahalli

K.R. PURA

Jaibhim Karnataka Sangha
State President M. Annaiah
has submitted a complaint to
the Tahsildar opposing any
change to the traditional path
passing through several gov-
ernment survey numbers in
Chikkabanahalli village of
Bengaluru East Taluk.

He urged authorities to re-
ject the request made by Ster-
ling Urban Infra Project Paily
and Prestige Project Limited
for changing the route of the
Raja Canal and Bandidari lo-
cated in Chikkabanahalli vil-
lage, Bidarahalli Hobli. He
said the proposed diversion
passes through many survey
numbers and will harm public
land and common resources.

Annaiah demanded that no
route change should be permit-
ted under any circumstances.
He also asked officials to im-
mediately clear the Raja Canal
and Bandidari and stop all on-
going work related to the pro-
posed diversion until a proper
review is completed.

In his complaint, he alleged

that Prestige Project Limited
has already encroached upon
roads, royal canals, cattle
sheds and bunds in Hagdoor
and Sorahunasi villages, as
well as in Shigehalli, Gunjur,
Whitefield and Pattandur
Agrahara areas. He said such
actions have affected farmers,
villagers and public infra-
structure.

He further demanded that
all royal canals, Bandidari
routes and government-owned
vacant lands should be prop-
erly identified and protected.
Until these lands are officially
taken over and secured by the
government, he said no
changes should be allowed.

The complaint also called
for a ban on land registrations
related to these areas at podi,
revenue and sub-registrar of-
fices. He urged authorities to
stop providing electricity and
water connections through
BESCOM and other agencies.

Warning of protests, Anna-
iah said if officials fail to act,
organisations across Karnata-
ka will launch strong demon-
strations very soon statewide.

Officials were directed to clean water tanks, maintain records,
test sources, and monitor lake inflow and storage capacity

‘Small health changes drive
lasting development goals’

CHITRADURGA

District RCH Officer Dr.
D.M. Abhinava said small and
continuous improvements in
the health system are key to
achieving sustainable devel-
opment and reducing mater-
nal and infant deaths. He was
speaking while inaugurating
the second co-design work-
shop held at the Zilla Pancha-
yat Hall in Chitradurga.

The workshop was organ-
ised by the district administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, District
Health and Family Welfare
Department, KHPT, and St.
John’s Medical College and
Hospital. It focused on shar-
ing field experiences and
planning future strategies to
strengthen care during the
first 1,000 days of life under
the ICMR CAR Project.

Dr. Abhinava said micro
planning and regular review
of small gaps can bring major
change. He recalled the suc-
cessful micro planning meth-
ods used during the polio
campaign years ago and said
such proven models should be

reused today. He added that
cleanliness and discipline
must become daily habits in
hospitals, not limited to spe-
cial visits by officials.

Under the Mission Zero
Preventable Maternal Death
initiative, the district aims to
reduce preventable maternal
deaths to zero and bring in-
fant mortality down to single
digits. He noted that govern-
ment and private doctors are
working together to achieve
this goal.

Highlighting progress, Dr.
Abhinava said no maternal
deaths were reported in Chi-
tradurga district during No-
vember, December, and Janu-

ary. He called this a major
achievement given the dis-
trict’s difficult geography and
praised doctors, specialists,
ASHA workers, and ANM
nurses for their dedication.
Dr. Suman Rao from St.
John’s Medical College said
the project follows the Indian
Newborn Action Plan and fo-
cuses on care from pre-preg-
nancy to post-birth stages. He
explained that 80 percent of
brain development happens in
the first two years, and proper
care during this period can
shape a child’s future.
Several medical experts and
organisation representatives
attended the workshop.

Ramanagara

plans mass simple
marriage event

RAMANAGARA

The District Administration,
Zilla Panchayat, and Minority
Welfare Department will or-
ganize a mass simple mar-
riage program on Friday, Feb.
13, at 5 pm, MLA Igbal Hus-
sain announced. Over 150
Muslim couples from across
the district will be married in
the program and will receive
Rs. 50,000 each along with
various facilities to help them
start their new lives.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after reviewing the
preparations near Yarabnagar,
Hussain said this is the first
large-scale simple marriage
program for minorities in Ra-
managara. “Helping poor
families marry simply is a sa-
cred work,” he said. The ini-
tiative covers couples from
Kanakapura, Magadi, and
Channapatna and aims to en-
courage simple weddings
while ensuring dignity and
celebration.

Hussain explained that all
couples will receive practical
support, including cupboards,
couches, bedsheets, utensils,
four sets of clothes for each
bride and groom, and anklets,
making the wedding feel
grand despite being simple.
Officials will verify all docu-
ments, including age certifi-
cates, marital status, and di-

Hussain said the
scheme provides
practical wedding
support—furniture,
utensils, clothes, and
anklets—while officials
verify documents to
ensure only deserving
poor couples benefit

vorce records, to ensure only
deserving poor couples bene-
fit from the scheme.

The program will see par-
ticipation from senior leaders,
including Deputy Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar,
Speaker U.T. Khader, District
In-charge Minister Ramaling-
areddy, Minority Welfare
Minister Zamin Ahmed Khan,
Municipal Administration
Minister Rahim Khan, along
with MLAs, Legislative
Council members, the District
Collector, and the Superinten-
dent of Police.

Other prominent attendees
at the press conference in-
cluded K. Raju, A.B. Chetan
Kumar, Faviz Pasha, Ni-
zamuddin Sharif, Azmat, Ai-
sha Banu, Samad, Annu, K.
Ravi, Shafi, and Wasim. Hus-
sain emphasized that the
event is designed to provide
dignity and joy to poor cou-
ples while promoting simple
marriages across the district.

GTTC Challakere invites
applications for guest lecturers

CHITRADURGA

The Government Tool Room
and Training Centre (GTTC),
Challakere, has invited applica-
tions for Guest Lecturer posts
for the upcoming academic
year. Vacancies are available in
DTDM-Mechanical Engineer-
ing and DMCH-Electronics
and Communication Engineer-
ing departments. Candidates

with B.E or M.Tech qualifica-
tions in the relevant fields are
eligible to apply. Interested ap-
plicants can visit the college in
person or send their latest bio-
data along with required docu-
ments through email. Salary
will be paid according to GTTC
rules. For further details, candi-
dates can contact 7625008641
or 8147384716, the Principal
said in an official statement.

Sant Shri Sevalal Jayanti to
Be Celebrated on Feb. 15

BALLARI

Sant Shri Sevalal Jayanti
will be celebrated on Febru-
ary 15 at 12.30 pm at Dr.
Joladarashi Doddannagow-
da Auditorium in Ballari.
The programme is jointly
organised by the District
Administration, Zilla Pan-
chayat, Department of Kan-
nada and Culture, and the
City Corporation.

Housing, Waqf and Mi-
nority Welfare Minister and
District In-charge Minister
B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan
will inaugurate the event,
while Ballari City MLA
Nara Bharat Reddy will pre-
side.

Several MPs, MLAs,
MLCs and heads of various
boards and corporations are
expected to attend as chief
guests. Prof. S. Shantanay-
ak, a member of the Karna-
taka Banjara Culture and
Language Academy, will
deliver a special lecture on
the life and teachings of
Sant Shri Sevalal.

A devotional music per-
formance by D. Sandh-
yarao’s team from Ballari
will be part of the celebra-
tions. Senior district offi-
cials, including the Deputy
Commissioner and Super-
intendent of Police, will
also be present, organisers
said.

Submit Proposals Where Housing
Demand Exists: Zameer Ahmed Khan

BALLARI

District In-charge Minister and Housing, Waqf
and Minority Welfare Minister B.Z. Zameer
Ahmed Khan on Thursday directed officials to
submit proposals wherever there is demand for

housing in the district.

Chairing the first District Planning Commit-
tee (DPC) meeting at the Abdul Nazeer Sab
Hall of the Zilla Panchayat, he said the com-
mittee report had identified a demand for 2,000
houses in Ballari and stressed the need for a
supplementary survey to assess the exact re-
quirement. Noting that multiple grants are
available, he instructed officials to prepare
proposals based on actual housing needs and
submit detailed reports at the earliest.

An estimated outlay of Rs 5,500 crore has
been proposed for housing, education and
healthcare facilities across the district’s five
taluks. The minister added that additional de-
velopment works could be incorporated into
the plan based on suggestions from committee

BAGEPALLI RURAL SPORTS

members.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Executive Officer Mo-
hammad Harris Sumer said the DPC is respon-
sible for consolidating and approving rural and
urban development plans and monitoring dis-
trict-level projects. He also informed that Vi-
jayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University has
been appointed as the technical agency to pre-
pare Ballari’s Human Development Re-
port-2025 and Comprehensive Sustainable
District Development Report-2030.

Several MLAs, officials and elected repre-
sentatives attended the meeting.

Rural sports camp inspires youth at Bagepalli

BAGEPALLI

A grand taluk-level rural
sports meet and summer camp
was successfully organised at
Bagepalli by the Parivartana
Youth Sports Cultural Associ-
ation with support from the
Chikkaballapur District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
and the Youth Empowerment
and Sports Department. The
event was held at the Vikas
Pre-University College
Grounds in Bagyanagar and
witnessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from students and lo-
cal youth.

Addressing the gathering,
Venu B. Bommanahalli, Pres-
ident of the Parivartana Youth

e

Sports Cultural Association,
expressed concern over the
growing mobile phone addic-
tion among today’s youth. He
said excessive use of mobile
websites is creating confu-
sion, stress, and health prob-
lems among young men and

women. He advised youth to
reduce screen time and active-
ly take part in sports to im-
prove self-confidence, disci-
pline, and physical fitness.
According to him, sports play
a key role in building a strong
and focused generation.

More than 200 students
from various colleges across
Bagepalli taluk, along with
local talents, took part in the
event. Traditional and fun-
filled rural games such as
Lagori, Haggajaggata, three-
legged race, sack race, lemon
and spoon race, Madike Poot,
and musical chair were con-
ducted. Participants displayed
great energy, teamwork, and
sportsmanship throughout the
day.

Winners in each event were
awarded first, second, and
third prizes, along with certif-
icates, encouraging them to
continue their involvement in
sports. The event aimed not
only to promote physical ac-

tivity but also to revive inter-
est in traditional rural games.

Vikas College Principal
Shivanna, journalist Press
Subbarayappa, physical edu-
cation teacher Sarojadevi,
Prakriti College administrator
Dr. Srinivas, Sakya Yuvaran-
ga Trust President D.M. Gan-
gadhar, District Human
Rights Anti-Corruption Squad
member Krishnappa, Munin-
dra, college staff, students,
and local residents were pres-
ent and supported the pro-
gramme.

The organisers said such
events help guide youth to-
wards a healthy and positive
lifestyle while strengthening
community bonds.
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Raichur DSP
conducts surprise jail
inspection

Raichur
District Superintendent of

Police Arunangshu Giri
paid an unannounced vis-
it to Raichur District Jail
on Thursday to inspect
the facility and question
inmates. During the visit,
he instructed all prisoners
not to possess or con-
sume any illegal sub-
stances while in custody.
DSP Pramanand Godke,
along with other police
officers and jail staff, were
present during the in-
spection. The surprise vis-
it aimed to ensure strict
adherence to rules and
maintain discipline within
thejail. Authorities em-
phasized that such
checks would continue to
prevent unlawful activi-
ties and safeguard the
safety and security of
inmates.

Grand prasad
distribution for Malai
Mahadeshwara hikers

Chamarajanagar
Ramanagara Silk City or-
ganized a special prasad
distribution program for
devotees hiking to Malai

Mahadeshwara hill. A
tent near Mallayanpura
village in Hanur taluk is
hosting meals, snacks,

drinks, buttermilk, leaves,
and areca nuts for thou-
sands of participants.
Facilities for rest, mobile
charging, drinking water,
and basic medical aid
have also been provided.

The program aims to
support and encourage

devotees during the
strenuous hike. Silk City

President Prakash V.,
District Secretary B. Go-

pal, and several commu-
nity leaders, including
Latha Gopal, Boralingag-
owda Kumar, and Prab-
hakar L. Kantaraju, were
present to oversee the
arrangements.

and celebrating the |nst|tut|on S proud growth desplte the founder’s absence

AFZALPUR

Educational institutions
should compete to provide
quality education, especially
in rural areas, said Legislative
Council member Shasheel
Namoshi. He emphasized that
only through competition be-
tween aided and unaided
schools can students from vil-
lages receive good learning
opportunities.

Namoshi spoke after un-
veiling the statue of Dr. Ray-
agondappa Anjutagi and
launching the 12th anniversa-
ry program of Shri
Veerasangameshwara Vidyap-
eeth and Rural Development
Social Service Trust in Shirw-
al village. He said that al-
though rules exist requiring
many facilities in government

schools, the government has
failed to provide them ade-
quately. Namoshi added that
more grants and opportunities
must be given to the educa-
tion sector in the Kalyan Kar-
nataka region, similar to Kit-
tur and Mysore Karnataka
regions. Without this support,
he warned, educational stan-
dards may not improve even
in the next 50 years.

Former Gram Panchayat
President Nitin Guttedar re-

called the early challenges
faced by the institution and
praised the efforts of Dr. Ray-
agondappa Anjutagi, saying
that the institution’s growth is
a source of pride despite the
founder not being physically
present.

Vikas Anjutagi, President of
the institution, Sangamesh
Anjutagi, and several others
also spoke during the pro-
gram, highlighting the institu-
tion’s contribution to educa-

tion and rural development.

The event saw participation
from notable personalities,
including Dr. Channamalla
Shivayogi Shivacharya,
Kailasalinga Shivacharya,
Shambhulinga Shivayogi Shi-
vacharya, Basavaraja Balund-
agi, Mahesh Hoogara, Danap-
pa Herura, Jagadevappa Anju-
tagi, Dr. Vikram Hiremath,
Shamaraya Gowda Patil, Tu-
karama Gowda Patil, Mallu
Yankanchi, Sadhik Ahmed,
Bhagwantraya Sankoli, Bilal
Chaudhary, Soumya Anjutagi,
Sadashiva Anjutagi, and Shri-
mant Anjutagi.

The program focused on
improving educational quali-
ty in rural areas and encour-
aging institutions to play an
active role in shaping stu-
dents’ future.

Vijayapura plans measures to

VIJAYAPURA

District Collector Dr. Anand
K. has asked officials to make
sure that people and livestock
do not face drinking water
problems this summer. He in-
structed that lakes be filled
using canal networks and that
water supply be closely mon-
itored across the district.

In a meeting with taluka te-
hsildars, panchayat officers,
and other department offi-
cials, Dr. Anand emphasized
that available water should be
stored carefully and used effi-
ciently. He asked officials to
identify areas that might face
shortages and hold task force
meetings every two weeks to
prevent any issues.

Officials were told to clean
village and town overhead
water tanks and maintain log-
books of the cleaning process.

They were also instructed to
check all water sources and
test water before supply to
avoid contamination. Com-
plete information about the
water available in lakes, daily
inflow, and storage capacity
should be recorded for easy
monitoring.

The Collector also re-
viewed the Jiya Drinking Wa-
ter Comprehensive Project.
He said pending works of
Jaldhare Project-1 must be
completed quickly. Officials
were told to resolve problems
with land and electricity pipe-
lines in a coordinated way.

avoid water shortage
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Work progress of both Jald-
hare Project-1 and Project-2
was presented through a Pow-
erPoint to ensure all officials
understood the status.

Dr. Anand praised the offi-
cials for their efforts and
urged them to stay alert to en-
sure safe and sufficient water
supply during the summer
months. The meeting was at-
tended by Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer Rishi
Anand, Additional District
Collector Dr. Audram, Indi
Deputy Divisional Officer
Chidananda Guruswamy, and
other district officials.

Vijayapura celebrates folklore writer Dr.

VIJAYAPURA

Vijayapura celebrated the
121st birth anniversary of re-
nowned folklore writer Dr.
Simpi Linganna. The Depart-
ment of Kannada and Cul-
ture, along with the Hala-
sangi Friends Foundation,
organized the event at The
Presidency College of Edu-

cation on B.L.D.E. Road.
Dr. S.T. Bolareddy, Princi-
pal of Basaveshwara Vidya-
vardhaka Sanstha, said the
program offered students a
chance to learn about folk-
lore and Kannada literature.
Dr. Mallikarjuna Maitri
praised Simpi Linganna as a
folk legend, a recipient of
the national-level Ideal

Teacher Award, and a liter-
ary sage. He highlighted
Linganna’s efforts in collect-
ing village songs and trans-
lating the philosophical
works of Aurobindo and Ra-
matirtha into Kannada,
bringing recognition to the
language.

Shivasharanappa Shiroor
emphasized the importance

Linganna

of preserving folk literature
in today’s times, noting that
traditional songs from elders
during daily chores remain
deeply ingrained in people’s
memories. B.R. Banasode
recalled how Linganna cel-
ebrated Nadahabba festi-
vals, bringing communities
together, a tradition now
fading.

Kalaburagi
Community Hall
work faces delay

KALABURAGI

The long-awaited Ambigara
Choudaiah Community Hall in
Jewargi has hit a roadblock,
angering local community
leaders. The hall, planned be-
hind Noorindeshwar College
near Naribola Road, has seen
no progress even three months
after the state government
sanctioned a tender of Rs 45
lakh under the 2024-25 special
grant. Officials from the PWD
department had approved the
work for the compound wall
and basic facilities. However,
members of the local commu-
nity and a Congress leader
raised objections, questioning
the cost estimate and demand-
ing a revised approval before
the project can begin.

“This delay is unfair to the
people of the community,” said
Devendra K. Chigarahalli, a
leader of the Koli and Kab-
baliga communities. He warned
that if the work does not start
immediately, a protest includ-
ing a taluk-level office siege
could follow. Youth leaders
Shrimant Maunur and Chandra-
kant Ganwhar urged that the
construction begin using the
government funds already allo-
cated, criticizing the unneces-
sary hold-up. Mariyappa Kut-
tikhir, President of the Youth
Unit Jewargi, demanded strict
action against officials and oth-
ers responsible for the delay.

HUNSUR

Former MLA H.P. Manjunath
said that during his 15-year
tenure, 34.33 acres of land
within the city limits were re-
served by the Municipal Shel-
ter Commiittee for distributing
houses and plots to poor fam-
ilies. He said he is committed
to giving full guidance and
cooperation to the present
MLASs to ensure houses are
built and handed over to the
needy on this land.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the city press of-
fice, Manjunath said the Mu-
nicipal Shelter Committee has
not conducted a single meet-
ing in the last three years. Be-
cause of this, sites have not
been identified for beneficia-
ries, and housing construction
schemes have not moved for-
ward. He said such schemes
cannot be implemented with-
out positive action and coor-
dination from the MLAs.

He recalled that under the
leadership of the Hunsur Cit-
izens’ Interest Protection
Committee, led by V.P. Borey,
beneficiaries of the Vambe
Housing Scheme had protest-
ed and later received land title

deeds. Manjunath said that
even though he is not current-
ly in power, he is ready to at-
tend meetings with MLAs and
extend full cooperation. He
clearly stated that he does not
want to do politics on this is-
sue and that public welfare is
his only goal.

Manjunath said there are
nearly 3,000 to 4,000 home-
less people in the city. If
housing is provided to them,
their quality of life will great-
ly improve. During his tenure,
about 3,000 applications were
pending before the Shelter
Committee, and he believes
the number may now have in-
creased to around 4,000.

He expressed confidence
that the MLAs would raise
the issue with the Housing
Minister and take necessary
steps without hesitation. He
also mentioned that MLAs
had demanded %70 crore to
clean the Lakshmana Tirtha
river, while %41 crore had al-
ready been sanctioned earlier.

Congress Municipal Presi-
dent Ravi Prasanna, former
Municipal Council Presidents
Swamy Gowda and Laksh-
man, and lawyer Puttaraju
were present.

Farmers strike demands
fair wages and policies

HUNSUR

Farmers and farm workers in
Hunsur participated in a mas-
sive march on Thursday as
part of the nationwide general
strike called by Samyukta
Kishan Morcha and the Joint
Committee of Trade Unions.
The protest aimed to demand
better wages, fair crop prices,
and the withdrawal of an-
ti-farmer and labor bills intro-
duced by the central and state
governments.

The march began at Consti-
tution Circle, where workers
affiliated with CITU, the Kar-
nataka Province Farmers’ Asso-
ciation, and other farmer
groups gathered. Carrying ban-
ners and shouting slogans, the
protesters called for the with-
drawal of harmful labor laws,
fixation of support prices for
crops, and a minimum wage of
236,000 for all workers.

Addressing the crowd, Dis-
trict President of the Farmers’
Association, Hosur Kumar,
said that current policies are
pushing farmers and workers
toward economic slavery. He
criticized the central govern-

ment for betraying farmers’
trust by introducing an-
ti-farmer bills and handing
land to corporate interests.
Jagadeeshwari, District Secre-
tary of the Karnataka Prov-
ince Farmers’ Association,
added that these policies favor
the wealthy while leaving
poor farmers and laborers
without homes or basic rights.

CITU District Convener
Basavaraj Kalkunike warned
that anti-people policies are
threatening the livelihoods of
ordinary citizens. He urged
united action against govern-
ments that neglect the welfare
of workers and farmers. Sev-
eral other leaders, including
Benkipur Chikkanna, Chik-
kannagouda, M.C. Chan-
drashekhar, and members of
the Akshara Dasoha Employ-
ees’ Association, spoke at the
meeting.

Hundreds of farmer work-
ers and laborers from across
the district participated, em-
phasizing the need for solidar-
ity to secure fair wages, pro-
tect public resources, and en-
sure a dignified life for all
working people.

Deputy Commissioner inspects Chikkamandya heli tourism

public inconvenience were also
evaluated. The Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed officers to secure
all necessary permissions and fol-
low government guidelines and
departmental rules before the
launch. The initiative aims to en-
sure a safe and well-organized
experience for tourists while
maintaining public safety during
the festival.

I, RAJESH S/o SIDDANNA, R/o
No.241, 1st Floor, 1st Cross,
Hesaraghatta Main Road,
Basavanna Statue, J K
Basavanna Nagar, Medi
Agrahara, Vidyaranyapura,
Bangalore North, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560097, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
RUDRANNA.

, LAKSHMI PRASHANTHI
ATUKURI (old name), a resident
of HF1203, BRIGADE
METROPOLIS,
GARUDACHARPALYA,
BENGALURU, KARNATAKA -
560048, INDIA, have changed my
name to PRASHANTHI ATUKURI
(NEW Name) vide affidavit dated
12-02-2026, sworn advocate and
notary Mohammed Hussain K.

I, NIRAJ SINDHWANI S/o SHRI
RAM SINDHWANI R/o Flat No A-
1, Pradham Vista Building, Near
SBI, Abbaiah Reddy Layout,
Kaggadasapura, C.V. Raman
Nagar, Bangalore North,
Karnataka-560093, have
changed the name of my minor
daughter PIHU aged 14 years
and she shall hereafter be
known as PIHU SINDHWANI.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, BISWASH B SARKI S/o BIR
BAHADDUR, R/o No-6, Sy
No-41/3, Usha Raju Nivas,
Anjinappa Layout, Gubbi
Cross, Kothanur, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560077, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
BISHWAS GABRIEL
ZECHARIAH.

MANDYA

The Deputy Commissioner visited
Chikkamandya to inspect prepara-
tions for the upcoming heli tour-
ism launch during the Budanur
festival. Officials conducted a
thorough review of the proposed
helipad site, checking safety com-
pliance, emergency services, fire-

-

fighting readiness, vehicle park-
ing, and traffic management. Pre-
cautionary measures to avoid
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Jharkhand urges
Centre to consider SOP
onuse of Aadhaar data

RANCHI
The Jharkhand High
Court, while hearing a
habeas corpus petition
concerning a minor girl
missing from Gumla
district since 2018, has
directed the state and
Central governments to
consider framing a clear
Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) on
the use of Aadhaar
data for identifying and
tracing missing children.
The petition was filed
by the girl's mother,
seeking directions for
her daughter’s recovery.
During Thursday’s hear-
ing, a division bench of
Justice Suijit Narayan
Prasad and Justice A.K.
Rai sought a detailed
status report from the
state government and
police authorities on
the progress of the in-
vestigation.

Gujarat develops 70
urban gardens under
AMRUT 2.0

GANDHINAGAR
As many as 70 gardens
across Gujarat’s munici-
pal areas have been de-
veloped under the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transforma-
tion (AMRUT) 2.0, with
work on 61 more current-
ly underway, as part of a
wider plan to expand
green cover and improve
urban infrastructure, offi-
cials said on Thursday.
According to official de-
tails, a total of 131 gar-
dens are being developed
in urban local bodies
across the state at an es-
timated cost of Rs 117.56
crore. The initiative forms

NEW DELHI

As voters across Bangladesh
participated in the country’s
13th parliamentary elections,
India on Thursday said it would
wait for the final results before
making any assessment of the
political situation.

Addressing the weekly media
briefing in New Delhi, Randhir
Jaiswal, spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), stated that India would
refrain from premature com-
ments.

The elections are going on in
Bangladesh. We should wait
for the outcome of the elections
to see what sort of mandate has
come out, and thereafter, we
will look at issues that are
there. On the election per se,
you know what our position
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‘India will refrain from hasty
remarks on B’desh poll results’

Delhi reiterates support for free and fair polls amid reports of violence during voting

has been. We stand for free,
fair, inclusive and credible
elections in Bangladesh,
Jaiswal said.

He also confirmed that India
did not send election observers
despite receiving an invitation
from Dhaka. We did receive an
invitation to send observers,

but we have not sent our ob-
servers to Bangladesh to mon-
itor the elections, he added
while responding to media que-
ries.

Meanwhile, reports from
Bangladesh indicated incidents
of violence at several polling
booths during voting hours. Ac-
cording to local media, a polit-
ical leader from the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), Mo-
hibuzzaman Kochi, died fol-
lowing clashes at a polling sta-
tion in the Khulna district.

The leading Bengali daily
Jugantor reported that tensions
flared near the Alia Madrasa
polling centre between support-
ers of the BNP and Ja-
maat-e-Islami soon after poll-
ing began early Thursday
morning.

Former Khulna Sadar Thana

BNP organising secretary Yu-
suf Harun Majnu alleged that
Kochi was pushed during an
altercation, resulting in a head
injury after hitting a tree. He
claimed the incident led to Ko-
chi’s death.

Confirming that tensions had
arisen at the polling centre,
Khulna Sadar Police Station
Sub Inspector Khan Faisal Rafi
said police intervened promptly
to separate the rival groups.
Emergency Medical Officer
Partha Roy at Khulna City
Medical College Hospital re-
portedly confirmed that Kochi
was brought dead.

The incidents highlight a vol-
atile security situation during
the polls, even as India main-
tains a cautious stance and reit-
erates its support for democrat-
ic processes in Bangladesh.

ONOE does not violate Constitution’s basic structure: Gavai

NEW DELHI

Former Chief Justice of India
B. R. Gavai on Thursday told
the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) examining the
One Nation, One Election
(ONOE) proposal that the pro-
posed Constitutional Amend-
ment Bill does not violate the
Basic Structure of the Constitu-
tion.

The JPC, headed by BJP MP
P. P. Chaudhary, is currently
reviewing the Constitution
(129th Amendment) Bill, 2024,
and the Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Making a detailed represen-
tation before the panel, Justice
Gavai argued that the Basic
Structure doctrine primarily
safeguards the federal frame-
work and the democratic form
of governance. He main-

Jharkhand HC grants relief to
JPSC aspirants seeking age relax

RANCHI

tained that neither of these
foundational principles would
be altered under the proposed
simultancous elections frame-
work.

Through the enactment of
this Bill, neither federalism nor
democracy will be changed or
affected. Hence, the amend-
ment is in conso-
nance with the
Basic Struc-
ture, he told
the com-
mittee. He
further
clarified
that the
ONOE pro- |
posal only
seeks to

advocate Amritansh Vats, argued

The Jharkhand High Court has

that under the 2021 Recruitment
Rules, the Civil Services Examina-

alter the timing of elections and
does not impact the structure of
elections or voter rights.

The ONOE only brings
about a change in the manner
of conducting elections at one
point. The structure of elec-
tions and voter rights remains
the same. Thus, the amendment
would be constitutional, he
added.

Addressing questions re-

garding Parliament’s legisla-
tive competence, the former
ClJI said the Constitution em-
powers Parliament to enact
amendments necessary to
synchronise elections to the
Lok Sabha and state Assem-
blies. He emphasised that
constitutional pro-
visions permit
such chang-
es, provid-
ed they do

not undermine core structural
features.

On concerns about govern-
mental accountability under a
simultaneous election model,
Justice Gavai asserted that
mechanisms such as no-confi-
dence motions would remain
intact.

Therefore, he argued, there
would be no dilution of ac-
countability of either Union or
state governments.

Highlighting historical prec-
edent, he pointed out that India
successfully conducted simul-
taneous elections to the Lok
Sabha and state Assemblies
until 1967, indicating that the
model is constitutionally via-
ble. The two Bills were intro-
duced in December 2024 by
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal and subsequent-
ly referred to the JPC.

O ibcworldnews.com

2 undertrials escape from
Raipur court, manhunt on

RAIPUR

Panic gripped the Raipur
District Court complex in
Chhattisgarh on Thurs-
day after two undertrial
prisoners escaped from
police custody while be-
ing produced for a court
hearing, raising fresh
concerns over security
arrangements in the
state’s judicial and prison
systems.

The accused, identified
as Rajesh Markandey and
Tularam Markandey,
were brought from Rai-
pur Central Jail for rou-
tine proceedings. Both
were in judicial custody
facing charges of at-
tempted murder and other
serious offences. Accord-
ing to police officials, the
duo managed to flee
during the court process,
allegedly exploiting a
brief lapse in escort secu-
rity.

Reports suggest that
the prisoners were under
supervision when they
seized an opportunity to
break free from the hold-
ing area or during transit
within the court premis-
es. Eyewitnesses de-
scribed scenes of chaos
as court staff, lawyers
and security personnel
scrambled to respond af-
ter alarms were raised.

Although the accused
were reportedly hand-
cuffed, they managed to
slip away, possibly by
overpowering or outma-
noeuvring the accompa-
nying constables. Senior
police officers rushed to
the scene immediately
after the escape and
launched a large-scale
search operation.

Police teams from mul-
tiple stations, along with
special squads, have been

deployed across Raipur
and adjoining areas.
Checkpoints have been
set up at major highways,
bus terminals, railway
stations and other key
exit routes. Raids are be-
ing conducted at suspect-
ed hideouts and residenc-
es of known associates.
Alerts have also been is-
sued to neighbouring dis-
tricts and bordering
states.

An FIR under relevant
sections pertaining to es-
cape from lawful custody
has been registered at the
Civil Lines police sta-
tion, and authorities said
efforts to trace and arrest
the fugitives are under-
way on a war footing.

The incident has once
again spotlighted recur-
ring security concerns in
Chhattisgarh’s correc-
tional and judicial facili-
ties.

In August 2025, a drug
convict reportedly es-
caped during mainte-
nance work, and similar
breaches have been re-
ported from districts such
as Korba and Jashpur in
recent years.

Observers have repeat-
edly pointed to over-
crowding, understaffing
and inadequate surveil-
lance systems as system-
ic vulnerabilities contrib-
uting to such incidents.
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part of AMRUT 2.0,
launched on October 1,
2021, under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi with
the objective of making
cities water secure and
self-reliant. The mission
includes rejuvenation of
water bodies, reduction
of Non-Revenue Water
and promotion of reuse
of treated wastewater,
alongside the develop-
ment of green public
spaces.

granted interim relief to 22 candi-
dates seeking relaxation in the upper
age limit for the Jharkhand Public
Service Commission’s (JPSC) 14th
Civil Services Examination. Hearing
a petition filed by Kishore Kumar
and others on Thursday, Justice
Ananda Sen directed the JPSC to
accept the petitioners’ applications,
ensuring they are not excluded from
the recruitment process.

However, the court made it clear
that the declaration of their results
and any subsequent appointments
will be subject to the final court or-
der. The petitioners, represented by

tion is to be conducted annually.
They contended that as a result of
the irregular conduct of the exam-
ination, several candidates crossed
the upper age limit, and no relax-
ation has been given to them.

The plea further pointed out that
while the upper age limit was re-
laxed in the previous two examina-
tions, the cut-off date for calculating
the maximum age in the current ex-
amination has been fixed as August
1, 2026. According to the petition-
ers, this has made many candidates
ineligible; however, the delay is
purely due to the Commission.

BHARAT BANDH
Kerala comes to a halt, but some

units linked to CPI(M) open

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

While much of the country witnessed
limited disruption during Thursday's
Bharat Bandh, Kerala came to a
near-total standstill, reviving debate
over the state's bandh culture and alle-
gations of selective enforcement, but
some CPI(M)-linked units functioned
at a few places in the state. Across dis-
tricts, shops remained shuttered and pub-
lic transport services were suspended.

KSRTC and private buses stayed off
the roads, with only a handful of pri-
vate vehicles, mostly two-wheelers,
venturing out.

In several towns including Kalpetta,
Bathery and Mananthavady in
Wayanad, activists from both Left and
Congress workers were seen blocking
vehicles. In Kalpetta, a verbal alterca-
tion broke out between INTUC workers
and a goods lorry driver, while a pri-
vate bank that attempted to function
was forced to close by AITUC activists.

However, reports from Manantha-
vady triggered controversy.

A factory owned by a CPI(M) area
committee member, functioned as usu-
al, with around 100 workers on duty.

The issue drew criticism, especially
in light of allegations that establish-
ments opened elsewhere in Wayanad
were compelled to shut by party activ-
ists. The incident has reignited

P

shutdowns affecting daily wage earn-
ers, small traders and ordinary com-
muters, even when participation else-
where in the country remains muted.

Though not referring to specific inci-
dents, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
termed it an unfortunate irony that the
Bharat Bandh effectively became a
Kerala Bandh, arguing that the state
continues to be held hostage by organ-
ised groups imposing shutdowns on the
wider public.

LoP VD Satheesan voiced strong dis-
pleasure over the manner in which nor-
mal life and livelihoods are disrupted
during such calls, stressing that political
protests should not come at the cost of
citizens' right to work and move freely.

With Kerala once again witnessing a
complete shutdown while other states
reported routine activity, the debate
over protest methods and the balance
between political expression and public

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice is hereby given to the
general public that my client Smt.
Chethana Rajeev Nagarad Daughter of
Sri. Rajaram Phonde and Wife of Sri.
Rajeev Nagarad, propose to purchase
agricultural land bearing Sy. No. 246,
measuring 03 Acre 20 Guntas, situated
at Melehalli Village, Kootgal Hobli,
Ramanagara Taluk and Bengaluru
South District.

The above said property belongs
to Sri. Naveen Nischal Gowda
Chikkaveeraiah son of late Sri.
Chikkaveeraiah @ Chikkiraiah. He
acquired the same through a

g ed Rights Rel Deed dated:
24-02-2009, bearing Document No.
RMN-1-05065/2008-09, CD. No.
RMND89, Book-1, Registered on
24-02-2009 and Registered at Sub
registrar office, Ramanagara and
accordingly, the katha of the above
said property is stood in his name.

If any person(s), banks, financial
institutions, companies, heirs,
authorities, or Government/Semi-
Governmentbodies having any claim,
right, title, interest, charge, lien,
dispute, or objection in respect of the
above said property are required to
submit the same within 07 days from
the date of publication of this notice,
with supporting documents, to the
undersigned Advocate.

In the absence of any such claim
or objection within the stipulated
period, it shall be presumed that no
claims exist, and my client will
proceed with the purchase. My client
shall not be responsible for any claims
made thereafter.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY:
The agriculture land bearing Sy. No.
246, measuring 03 Acre 20 Guntas,
situated at Melehalli Village, Kootgal
Hobli, Ramanagara Taluk and
Bengaluru South District and bounded
by: East: Kondi Halla. West: Land of
Children of Byraiah son of Siddappa,
North: Kondi Halla. South:
Ankanahalli Road.
Contact Adress:
Sri. K.C. Madhu, Advocate,
K.C.M. Associates,
1st Floor, Society Building,
P.L.D. Bank Road, Opp. Old Bus Stand,
Ramanagara Town-562159.
Place: Ramanagara.

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED
(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
Regd. Office: Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Limited
No.148, Embassy Square, Ground Floor, Infantry Road,
Bangalore - 560001, CIN No: U41000KA2016SGC097260
Ph: 080-22256688/22289966 Fax: 080-22264477
Email: techvjnil@gmail.com, Website: www.vjnl.in
Office of the Executive Engineer, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Limited,
Upper Bhadra Project Division No.9, Sira, Tumkur District -572137
Ph: 08135-200763 Email-ld-ubpee.9@gmail.com

No. VINL/UBP/EE/Div No-9/SiraiTender Notification-08/2025-26/1151 Date: 10-02-2026
KW-4 Tender Notification
On behalf of the Managing Director, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam
Limited, Bengaluru, the under signed invites Tender on
percentage basis for the Indent No0.475 in Two cover system
through e-procurement portal for amount ranges from 194.85
Lakhs. Blank Tender Documents can be downloaded from
the e-procurement website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
from 11.02.2026 to 25.02.2026 and Tender can be submitted
till 25.02.2026. upto 5.00 pm. Information of E.M.D, amount
fixed for the work/class of contractor/ Tender Rules/Tender
processing fee etc, can be obtained through https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in and information can also be obtained during
the office hours of the under signed. The Technical bid will
be opened on 26.02.2026 after 5.30 pm in the office of The
Executive Engineer, VJNL, Upper Bhadra Project Division
No.9, Sira. Tender receiving officer reserves the right to reject
the tender without assigning any reason.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
VJINL, UBP, Division No.9,
Sira, Tumkur District.

DIPR/TUM/RO-259/25-26/Oysters

e

C.T.S. No. 4821/26, 4821/27, R.S. No. 1005, Subhasha Nagara,
Belagavi, Ph. : 0831-2405304, E-mail : itstaff_ulb_belgaum@yahoo.com,
Website : www.belgaumcity.mrc.gov.in

No. : C.C.B./P.W.D./E.E./D.M./TND/E-Proc - 24/2025-26
Date : 12-02-2026

RE - TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Commissioner, City Corporation Belagavi invites tenders
in accordance with KTPP Act 1999 Rules 2000 through
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal for 02 Number of Work
Approved under Amrut 2.0.

1) Last Date for Queries : 19-02-2026 upto 5.00 p.m.
2) Pre-Bid Meeting : 20-02-2026 at 11.00 a.m. in Office
of the Commissioner, City Corporation Belagavi. 3) Last
Date for Receipt of Tender : 23-02-2026 upto 4.00 p.m.
4) Date for Opening of Technical Bid : 25-02-2026 at
11.00 a.m. in Office of the Commissioner, City
Corporation Belagavi. 5) Date for Opening of Financial
Bid : 26-02-2026 at 11.00 a.m. in Office of the
Commissioner, City Corporation Belagavi.

For more details visit online Website : https://lwww.kppp.
karnataka.gov.in. Any Addendum / Corrigendum will be published
in Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only.
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Government of Karnataka

BENGALURU URBAN ZILLA PANCHAYAT
Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division,
First Floor, Zilla Panchayat Building, S. Kariyappa Road,

Banashankari (Near Banashankari Temple) Bengaluru-560070.

No.EE/PRED/BNG(U)/TND/AE-1/40/2025-26 ~ DATED 11.02.2026
KPPP Tender Notice (Single Cover System)

Tenders are invited through KPPP Portal by the Executive
Engineer, P.R.E.D. Bangalore Urban, For PMSHRI Grants Works.
The work details can obtained from the KPPP Web Site The
Tender Documents can be obtained and submitted on or before
Dated:27.02.2026 upto 4.00 pm. Further details can be obtained
from web site at http://www.KPPP.karnataka.gov.in or contact

this office during office working hours. Sd-

Executive Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division,

DIPR/CP/Shirdi Saif5602/2025-26 Bengaluru Urban Dist, Bengaluru
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Sanjay Raut questions
probe into Ajit Pawar
planecrash

MUMBAI
Amid the continuing polit-
ical controversy over the
fatal plane crash involving
former Maharashtra Dep-
uty Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut on Thurs-
day questioned the credi-
bility of the ongoing in-
vestigation and echoed
NCP (SP) legislator Rohit
Pawar’s allegations of
foul play and sabotage.
Addressing a press con-
ference, Raut mounted a
sharp attack on both cen-
tral and state investiga-
tive agencies, alleging
that they were function-
ing under political influ-
ence. The investigative
agencies in this state and
country have become
compromised. Whether it
is the ED, CBI, IB or even
the state police, the pub-
lic has lost all faith in
them, Raut said.

SC cancels bail of
husbhand accusedin
dowry death case

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court has set
aside a bail order granted
by the Allahabad High
Court to aman accused in
a dowry death case, term-
ing it as one of the most
shocking and disappoint-
ing orders it has come
across in recent times. A
Bench of Justices J.B. Pard-
iwala and K.V. Viswana-
than allowed the appeal
filed by the father of the
deceased woman and di-
rected the accused the
husband of the deceased
to immediately surrender
before the trial court and
be sent to judicial custody.
The dowry death case was
registered at Kotwali Bhin-
ga Police Station in Uttar
Pradesh’s Shrawasti dis-
trict for offences under
Sections 85and 80(2) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta, 2023 and Sections 3
and 4 of the Dowry Prohi-
bition Act, 1961.

Oppn protestsin
Assembly over ‘crime,
unemployment’

PATNA
The Bihar government on
Thursday assured the Leg-
islative Assembly that con-
crete and time-bound
measures are being taken
to permanently resolve
land-related disputes in
the state. Responding to a
question raised by Barauli
MLA Manijeet Singh, Depu-
ty Chief Minister and Minis-
ter for Revenue and Land
Reforms Vijay Kumar Sinha
said that the government
will not allow the land dis-
putes to become a burden
for future generations. The
Deputy Chief Minister in-
formed the House that the
survey of unsurveyed lands
is progressing rapidly, with
a target to complete the
process within the next
two years. He said the gov-
ernment’s priority is to first
survey non-disputed land
parcels so that accurate re-
cords can be created and
potential disputes prevent-
ed in the future.

After 77 years, PMO leaves
South Block for Seva Teerth

Seva Teerth has become the new power centre with PM Modi inaugurating the
modern complex housing key ministries and top security institutions Frlday

NEW DELHI

The Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) is set to relocate from
its historic British-era premis-
es in South Block to a newly
constructed complex named
‘Seva Teerth’ at Kartavya
Path on Friday, in a major ad-
ministrative transition.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the Seva
Teerth complex along with
Kartavya Bhavan-1 and Kar-
tavya Bhavan-2, marking
what officials describe as a
transformative milestone in
India’s governance architec-
ture.

Seva Teerth will house the
Prime Minister’s Office, the
National Security Council
Secretariat and the Cabinet
Secretariat, bringing key de-
cision-making institutions
under one modern, integrated
complex. Meanwhile, Kar-
tavya Bhavan-1 and 2 will
accommodate several major
ministries, including Finance,
Defence, Health & Family
Welfare, and Education.

According to officials, the
Prime Minister will first un-
veil the name ‘Seva Teerth’ at
around 1:30 p.m., followed by
the formal inauguration of the
new buildings. He is also
scheduled to address a public
programme at the complex
later in the evening.

The relocation reflects the
government’s broader vision
of creating a modern, efficient
and citizen-centric adminis-

andwhereisit
located?

is located on Dara Shikoh
Road, earlier known as
Dalhousie Road, in the
heart of New Delhi. The
premises consist of three
separate buildings de-
signed to house the PMO,
the Cabinet Secretariat,
and the National Security
Council Secretariat.

trative ecosystem.

The new complexes are
equipped with digitally inte-
grated offices, structured pub-
lic interface systems and col-
laborative workspaces aimed
at enhancing efficiency, coor-
dination and public engage-
ment. Officials say the infra-
structure has been designed to

Whatis Seva Teerth

The Executive Enclave, of-
ficially named Seva Teerth,

improve seamless governance
while promoting employee
well-being.

Built in accordance with
4-Star GRIHA standards, the
complexes incorporate re-
newable energy systems, wa-
ter conservation mechanisms,
advanced waste management
solutions and high-perfor-
mance building envelopes to
reduce environmental impact.
Authorities state that these
sustainability measures sig-
nificantly enhance operation-
al efficiency while lowering
the carbon footprint.

Security and safety have
also been prioritised. The
complexes feature smart ac-
cess control systems, integrat-
ed surveillance networks and

ﬁ_ﬁ___x 5

End of an era for
South, North
Blocks

The PMO has func-
tioned from South
Block since 1947. The
North Block earlier
housed the Home Min-
istry and the Finance
Ministry. These minis-
tries have now moved
to Kartavya Bhavan.

advanced emergency re-
sponse infrastructure to en-
sure a secure yet accessible
environment for officials and
visitors.

Lamborghini crash: Accused Shivam

s

A

KANPUR

Shivam Mishra, son of local
tobacco baron K K Mishra,
got bail from a court here on
Thursday, hours after his ar-
rest in connection with the

high-profile Lamborghini
crash that left several people
injured on the VIP Road ear-
lier this week.

After his arrest, the police
produced him before the court
of the Additional Chief Judi-

M1shra gets bail from Kanpur Court

ﬁlh 1‘

cial Magistrate around 10 am,
seeking 14 days' judicial cus-
tody. Anant Sharma, counsel
for the accused, said the court
did not allow it and instead
granted him bail on a person-
al bond of Rs 20,000.

‘First-ever PM concern for J&K youth”:
Min shares girl’s emotional remark in RS

NEW DELHI

Responding to the concerns of
Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference MP Chowdry Mu-
hammad Ramzan, Union Min-
ister of State for Labour and
Employment Shobha Karand-
laje defended the government's
initiatives, asserting that sever-
al schemes have been launched
to bring young people to the

forefront of employment op-
portunities.

To save Kashmir and bring
the young people to the fore-
front is our aim, she said, shar-
ing an anecdotal experience to
illustrate changing perceptions.

She recounted how, during a
flight, a girl from the region told
her, “This is the first time ever in
the history of the nation, a Prime
Minister is thinking about the

MOVE TO STRENGTHEN UNITY

children of Jammu and Kash-
mir.” The minister framed this
as evidence of the Centre's re-
newed focus on the UT's youth
under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership.

She highlighted progress un-
der the Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation, revealing
that 1,60,000 individuals from
J&K have enrolled in EPFO
within the last two years .

Verbal clashes,
lighter moments
mark debate on

arsenic pollution
PATNA

A sharp exchange of words,
interspersed with moments of
humour, marked proceedings
in the Bihar Legislative As-
sembly on Thursday during a
discussion on alleged arsenic
contamination in drinking wa-
ter in parts of Patna district.

The debate was on claims of
a contaminated water supply
in the Danapur and Maner ar-
eas near Patna. Raising the
issue, RJD MLA Bhai Viren-
dra alleged that residents of
his constituency were being
supplied arsenic-tainted water,
posing a serious threat to pub-
lic health. He urged the gov-
ernment to take immediate
corrective measures.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Public Health Engineer-
ing Department Minister San-
jay Kumar Singh said the
House that water samples col-
lected from the areas on Febru-
ary 9 had been tested and found
to be within the prescribed arse-
nic limits. He maintained that
the government remains vigilant
about drinking water quality
and conducts regular testing
across the state.

Bhai Virendra dismissed the
minister’s claim, alleging that
incorrect information had been
placed before the House. “I
live in that area. The ground
reality is different from what
has been read out here,” he
said, seeking fresh testing of
samples and prompt action.

MP govt to implement Centre’s order on ‘Vande Mataram’

BHOPAL

endra Modi, the Ministry had decided

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
Thursday welcomed the Union gov-
ernment’s directive concerning the
national song Vande Mataram and the
national anthem Jana Gana Mana, an-
nouncing that the order would be im-
plemented in Madhya Pradesh with

immediate effect.

Describing the decision of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs as significant,
Yadav said it would reinforce national
unity and remind citizens of the sacri-
fices made during India’s freedom
struggle. In a message addressed to the
people of the state, he said that under
the leadership of Prime Minister Nar-

official events.

effect, Yadav said.
According to the

Union Home Min-

istry’s order dat-

ed January 28,

that all six stanzas of Vande Mataram
would be sung respectfully before the
national anthem Jana Gana Mana at

We are fortunate that Prime
Minister Modi has taken the
decision that the entire
Vande Mataram will be
sung. The Madhya Pradesh
government welcomes this ] = 31
decision, and it is being im-
plemented with immediate

the official version comprising all six
stanzas of Vande Mataram shall be
rendered at government functions. The
directive clarifies that when both the
national song and the national an-
them are performed together,
Vande Mataram will precede
Jana Gana Mana.
The order outlines specific
% occasions where the national
song will be performed. These
include the arrival and depar-
ture of the President and

Governors at offi-
cial functions,
before and af-

ter the Presi-
dent’s ad-

dress to the nation broadcast on radio
and television, and during the unfurl-
ing of the national flag.

Additionally, Vande Mataram will
be played at civilian award ceremonies
such as the Padma awards and at
events attended by the President
during arrival and departure formali-
ties. The directive also states that the
national song may be played in public
places, including cinema halls, al-
though standing will not be mandatory
in such cases. State officials indicated
that necessary instructions have been
issued to ensure smooth implementa-
tion of the directive across govern-
ment institutions and official pro-
grammes in Madhya Pradesh.

Kharge condemns
caste bias after Odisha
anganwadi boycott

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha and Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge
on Thursday strongly con-
demned what he termed per-
sistent caste-based discrimi-
nation in India, citing a dis-
turbing case from Odisha
where parents have boycotted
an Anganwadi centre for three
months because the helper-
cum-cook is a Dalit woman.

According to Kharge, the
boycott has effectively para-
lysed the functioning of the
Anganwadi, depriving chil-
dren of essential nutrition and
early childhood education. He
stressed that Anganwadi cen-
tres are designed to promote
the physical and cognitive
growth of children through
government-supported nutri-
tion and learning pro-
grammes.

Anganwadi is supposed to
be a place for the physical and
cognitive growth of children,
Kharge said, expressing an-
guish that young students are
being denied their rightful
benefits due to caste preju-
dice. He criticised the dis-
criminatory mindset of the
protesting parents, asserting
that children should not be
made to suffer because of so-
cial biases held by adults.

Kharge emphasised that ev-
ery child has a fundamental
right to receive adequate nu-
trition under government wel-
fare schemes aimed at com-
bating malnutrition and sup-
porting early development.
He said that obstructing such
services on caste grounds not

Congress chief says
discrimination denies
children nutrition and
violates constitutional

values of equality.

only violates social harmony
but also undermines constitu-
tional principles of equality
and dignity.

The Congress leader ex-
tended his criticism to similar
incidents reported from other
states. Referring to cases in
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and
Chandigarh, Kharge high-
lighted episodes of caste dis-
crimination that he said had
led to tragic and alarming out-
comes.

He cited an incident in
Madhya Pradesh where a trib-
al labourer was subjected to
humiliation, and another case
involving a Dalit government
employee in Gujarat who al-
legedly died by suicide amid
workplace harassment and
institutional bias. Kharge ar-
gued that such repeated oc-
currences reflect deep-rooted
social inequities that require
urgent intervention and stron-
ger enforcement of anti-dis-
crimination laws.

Calling for collective ac-
tion, Kharge urged authorities
to ensure strict implementa-
tion of constitutional safe-
guards and to promote social
awareness campaigns aimed
at eradicating caste-based dis-
crimination. He maintained
that inclusive governance and
equal access to welfare
schemes are essential for
building a just and progres-
sive society.

‘Rs 29 cr spent on tourism
promo in Jammu, Rs 27 cr
in Kashmir in 2 years’

JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir
government said on Thurs-
day that it has spent over Rs
76 crore on tourism promo-
tion in the union territory
during the last two years,
out of which over Rs 29
crore were spent in the
Jammu division and over
Rs 27 crore in the Kashmir
division. The union territo-
ry government told the Leg-
islative Assembly that the
expenditure has been in the
two divisions during the fi-
nancial years 2024-25 and
2025-26.

Replying to a question
raised by BJP MLA Yudh-
vir Sethi, the government
said that in the Jammu divi-
sion, an expenditure of over
Rs 16 crore was incurred in
2024-25, while Rs 12 crore
has been spent in 2025-26
so far. In the Kashmir divi-
sion, the department spent
over Rs 14 crore during
2024-25 and Rs 13 crore in
the current financial year
till January 2026.

The government said sev-
eral initiatives have been
undertaken to restore trav-

eller confidence and in-
crease tourist footfall across
the union territory.

These include aggressive
digital marketing, social
media campaigns and pub-
licity through print and
electronic media.

The department has also
participated in 10 national
and international travel
marts to showcase Jammu
and Kashmir’s tourism po-
tential.

To generate positive pub-
licity, Bollywood celebri-
ties were invited for famil-
iarisation (FAM) tours in
the Jammu division be-
tween June 28-30 and July
2-6, 2025, during which
they interacted with local
stakeholders.

The government further
informed the House that
winter sports events were
organised at Bhaderwah on
January 17-18, 2026, while
another event was sched-
uled at Sartal on February
8. A budget of Rs three
crore has been sanctioned
for the development of win-
ter sports infrastructure at
Bhaderwah and Basohli/
Sartal during 2025-26.
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Former minister
jailedin martial
law case

Seoul
A South Korean court has
sentenced former Interior
Minister Lee Sang-min to
seven years in prison for
his role in ex-President
Yoon Suk Yeol's failed at-
tempt to impose martial
law in December 2024.
The court found Lee
guilty of supporting the
insurrection by ordering
police and fire agencies
to cut power and water
to media outlets critical
of the government. He
was also convicted of
perjury during Yoon'’s im-
peachment trial. Lee,
who denied the charges,
has been in custody since
August. He is the second
former cabinet member
jailed in connection with
the martial law case.

Teacher killed in
Thailand school
shooting

Bangkok
A female teacher died af-
ter a 17-year-old opened
fire at a school in Hat Yai
district of southern Thai-
land. The victim, Sasiphat
Sinsamosorn, who also
served as the school di-
rector, was shot at Pa-
tongprathankiriwat
School in Songkhla prov-
ince. She underwent sur-
gery but died early Thurs-
day due to severe internal
injuries and blood loss. A
female student was also
injured, though her condi-
tion remains unclear. Po-
lice said the teenager
used a gun stolen from a
police officer and has a
history of substance
abuse. Authorities have
detained the suspect and
are continuing their in-
vestigation.

Pentagon calls for
equal NATO
partnership

Brussels
The United States has
called for a stronger part-
nership within NATO, urg-
ing European countries
and Canada to increase
military spending. U.S.
Under Secretary of De-
fense for Policy Elbridge
Colby said higher defence
budgets would help make
allies more equal within
the alliance. Speaking
ahead of a NATO defence
ministers’ meeting in
Brussels, he said 2025
showed a real commit-
ment by Europe to lead
conventional defence ef-
forts. Colby stressed the
need for a NATO built on
partnership rather than
dependency, describing it
as a return to the alli-
ance’s original purpose of
shared responsibility.

'PrezLee calls for tougher
steps to stabilise prices

“Tracking unfair trade practices and structural issues in distribution system needed’

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee
Jae Myung has called for ur-
gent and preemptive steps to
stabilise the prices of food
and daily necessities ahead of
the Lunar New Year holiday.
He made the remarks after
visiting a traditional market in
Chungju and later during a
meeting with senior aides at
Cheong Wa Dae.

“Many people remain con-
cerned about rising prices and
weak sales,” Lee said, stress-

ing the need for quick govern-
ment action. He directed a
newly formed interagency
task force to prepare short-
term measures and closely
monitor unfair trade practices
such as price fixing and mo-
nopoly abuse.

The President also high-
lighted structural problems in
the distribution process, espe-
cially in agricultural products
like fruits and vegetables. He
warned that strict action
would be taken against com-
panies found reselling import-

ed goods at inflated prices

despite reduced tariffs.
Lee further ordered a review

of school uniform prices after
reports showed average costs
nearing 600,000 won (USD
417). With the school season
approaching, he said prices
must be checked for fairness.

Earlier this month, Lee
urged officials to use all avail-
able measures to prevent
companies from misusing
monopolistic power. Prosecu-
tors are currently investigat-
ing executives accused of
fixing prices of essential
goods, including flour, sugar,
and electricity.

‘Govt belonging to 180 million
people will be formed in Bdesh’

DHAKA

Jamaat-e-Islami chief
Shafiqur Rahman on Thurs-
day said his party hoped to
form a government that truly
represents the will of Bangla-
desh’s 180 million people,
provided the national elec-
tions are held in a free and
fair manner.

He expressed confidence that
voters would support Jamaat if
the polling process remained
peaceful and transparent.

Speaking to reporters after
casting his vote at the Moni-
pur High School and College
polling centre in Dhaka, Rah-
man said all parties should
respect the final verdict of the
people. He added that the
election should be free from
violence, fear and force, and
should be acceptable to citi-
zens across the country. Ac-
cording to him, the goal was
not to form a government for
one family, individual or par-

ty, but for the entire nation.

Rahman said Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi was hopeful of gaining
public support through demo-
cratic means and prayed for a
calm election day. His com-
ments came amid a closely
watched election that could
shape Bangladesh’s political
future.

However, the party has also
come under criticism follow-
ing allegations that it used
religion and money to influ-
ence voters. Reports claimed
that pamphlets were circulat-
ed in several areas, promising
cash incentives of 15,000

Bangladeshi taka to families
who voted for Jamaat-backed
candidates.

The pamphlets reportedly as-
sured voters that supporting the
party would bring spiritual re-
wards, including freedom from
sin in the afterlife. They also
allegedly asked voters to take
photographs of their marked
ballot papers as proof of voting
for the party’s symbol.

It was further claimed that
the promised money would be
transferred through mobile
payment platforms or paid in
cash after election results
were declared. Some voters
were also allegedly offered
advance payments.

Jamaat-e-Islami has not of-
ficially responded in detail to
these allegations, while elec-
tion authorities are closely
monitoring the situation. The
developments have added
tension to an already sensi-
tive election process in Ban-
gladesh.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Mia Mottley
secures third clean
election victory

BRIDGETOWN

Barbados Prime Minister
Mia Mottley won her third
national election on Thurs-
day, achieving a historic
clean sweep as her Barbados
Labour Party captured every
seat in the House of Assem-
bly, according to state tele-
vision reports.

The ruling party secured
all 30 parliamentary seats,
defeating opposition leader
Ralph Thorne and leaving
no representation for rival
groups in the new legisla-
ture. Mottley, 60, has built
one of the strongest inter-
national profiles among
Caribbean leaders, earning
wide support at home for
her focus on economic re-
form, social justice, and
global advocacy.

Kim signals daughter
as possible North
Korea successor

SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un appears to be taking
clear steps to position his
young daughter as his political
successor, according to a
briefing given to South Kore-
an lawmakers by the country’s
spy agency.

Members of South Korea’s
National Intelligence Service
(NIS) told lawmakers that
Kim’s daughter, believed to be
named Kim Ju Ae, is now be-
ing treated as the internal suc-
cessor to the leadership. Earli-
er assessments had described
her as still being “in training,”
but officials now see her role
as more advanced.

Lawmakers said Kim Ju Ae,
who is believed to be in her
early teenage years, is increas-
ingly visible in state media
and regularly accompanies her
father to major public events.
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the country’s de facto sec-
ond-highest leader. South Ko-
rean intelligence officials are
closely watching whether she
will appear at an upcoming
meeting of the ruling Workers’
Party later this month and
whether she will be given an
official title.

Analysts believe the party
meeting could be significant,
as it is expected to outline
North Korea’s future plans on
the economy, defence, and
foreign relations. Any formal
recognition of Kim Ju Ae
during the event would
strongly signal a leadership
transition.

The briefing also revealed
that Kim Jong Un is personal-
ly directing the development
of a large submarine that may
carry up to 10 ballistic mis-
siles.

WhatsApp alleges
Russia moving
toward full ban

MOSCOw

WhatsApp has accused Russian
authorities of trying to fully
block its service to push users
toward a state-backed messag-
ing app called MAX. The Me-
ta-owned platform said restrict-
ing access for over 100 million
users would harm private com-
munication and reduce safety.
Some WhatsApp domains dis-
appeared from Russia’s nation-
al register, forcing users to rely
on VPNs. Russian regulators
had earlier limited the app, cit-
ing legal violations and security
concerns. The Kremlin said
dialogue was possible if Meta
follows Russian laws. Mean-
while, officials promote MAX
as a convenient public service
tool, rejecting claims that it is
meant for surveillance.

Canada shooting:
Cops identify 18-yr-
old girl as suspect

OTTAWA

Canadian police identified an
18-year-old woman as the sus-
pect in a deadly school shoot-
ing in western Canada, calling
it one of the worst mass at-
tacks in the country’s history.

Police said the accused, Jesse
Van Rootselaar, had serious
mental health issues and acted
alone. Investigators said she
first killed her mother and step-
brother at their home before
going to her former school.

The shooting happened in
Tumbler Ridge, a small town
in British Columbia. Police
later confirmed that the sus-
pect died by suicide. Authori-
ties revised the death toll to
nine, including the shooter,
after earlier reports said ten.

Officers said they reached
the school within minutes of
the first emergency call and
faced active gunfire. Several
people were injured, with two
victims still in critical condi-
tion in hospital.

The attack shocked Canada,
where school shootings are
rare. Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney expressed deep grief, post-
poned an overseas visit, and
ordered flags on government
buildings to fly at half-mast.

Canada police identify
shooting suspect as
18-year-old Jesse Van

Rootselaar; say the

suspect had

apprehended for a

mental health
assessment on more
than one occasion
I

Local leaders said Tumbler
Ridge is a close-knit commu-
nity now united in mourning.
Police said the motive re-
mains unclear, and investiga-
tions are continuing to under-
stand what led to the tragic
violence.

Counsellors and support
teams have been sent to help
students, teachers, and families
cope with the trauma. Vigils
were held across the town, as
residents shared prayers, tears,
and messages of strength.

Officials urged calm, asked
the public to avoid rumours,
and promised a full, transpar-
ent inquiry. The tragedy has
renewed calls for better men-
tal health care and stronger
safety measures to protect
children and schools nation-
wide. Across Canada, com-
munities stood together in
grief and solidarity.

Stir mar Israeli President’s final Australla VISIt

MELBOURNE

Large protests marked the fi-
nal day of Israeli President
Isaac Herzog’s visit to Austra-
lia, with thousands of pro-Pal-
estine demonstrators gathering
in major cities, especially Mel-
bourne. The protests followed
similar demonstrations in Can-
berra and clashes between po-
lice and protesters in Sydney
earlier in the week.

In Melbourne, a large crowd
assembled near Flinders Street
Station in the heart of the city.
Many protesters wore keffiyeh
scarves and waved Palestinian
flags while raising slogans
against the Israeli President’s
visit. Police said around 5,000
people were expected to take
part in the rally.

The protesters accused Pres-
ident Herzog of being respon-
sible for civilian deaths in
Gaza. They referred to a Unit-
ed Nations inquiry that ac-
cused Israel of serious human
rights violations, allegations
strongly denied by the Israeli

government. Protesters said
they wanted the Australian
government to take a stronger
stand on the issue.

Neville Steer, a 69-year-old
protester who travelled from a
nearby suburb, said he joined
the rally out of concern for peo-
ple living in Gaza. Another pro-
tester, 20-year-old Elijah Fok-
kens, said he felt compelled to
speak out after seeing images
of destruction shared online.

Meanwhile, graffiti calling for
harm to President Herzog ap-
peared at a Melbourne universi-
ty campus. The university said
the matter had been referred to
police and there was no proof
linking it to the protests.

President Herzog, speaking
to Australian media, said an-
tisemitism in Australia was
“frightening” but added that
many Australians still support-
ed peace and dialogue. He re-
jected claims that he was in-
volved in genocide, calling
them false. Later, while attend-
ing a Jewish community event,
Herzog questioned the need
for heavy police security. Ear-
lier in Sydney, violent protests
led to the arrest of 27 people
after clashes between police
and demonstrators.

The visit has sparked intense
debate across Australia, high-
lighting deep divisions over
the ongoing conflict in Gaza.

Russian air strikes cut power across Ukraine

KYIV

Russian drones and missiles
hit Ukraine overnight, damag-
ing energy systems and leav-
ing thousands of people with-
out power, heat, and water
during freezing winter weath-
er. Officials said the attacks
struck several major cities,
including Kyiv, Odesa, and
Dnipro, causing injuries and
serious disruption to daily life.

JENMAND FAL

In the capital Kyiv, Mayor
Vitali Klitschko said about
3,500 apartment buildings had
no heating after the strikes. He
said earlier attacks had already
affected many homes, and the
latest damage made conditions
worse for residents. Energy
company DTEK said more
than 100,000 families lost
electricity after one of its ther-
mal power plants was hit.

Ukraine’s air force said Rus-

sia launched ballistic missiles,
a cruise missile, and hundreds
of drones. Most were shot
down or disabled, but several
targets were still hit. Two peo-
ple were injured in Kyiv after
a residential building was
damaged.

In the southern port city of
Odesa, officials said power
cuts left nearly 300,000 people
without water. Around 200
buildings also lost heating.

Russia, Thailand top chozces for Chinese tourists
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tended nine-day break starting
February 15. Travel agencies
say outbound tourism is rising
as families take advantage of
the longer festival period.
China expects a record 9.5
billion passenger trips during
the 40-day Spring Festival trav-
el rush, higher than last year’s

9.02 billion. Thailand has
emerged as the top destination,
mainly due to its warm weather
while most parts of China re-
main cold. Russia has also seen
bookings more than double af-
ter Moscow introduced a visa
waiver for Chinese visitors.

Travel to Australia has
surged by over 100 percent
compared to last year, accord-
ing to booking platform Trip.
com. International flight seat
capacity has increased by nine
percent, showing strong de-
mand for foreign travel.

However, Japan has lost pop-
ularity amid political tensions
and safety concerns. Flights
between China and Japan have
dropped sharply, with many
routes cancelled compared to
last year.

Experts say Chinese consum-
ers are now prioritizing travel
and experiences despite eco-
nomic challenges at home.
Warm beach spots like Hainan
and snowy destinations such as
Changbai Mountain are also
popular within China during
the festive season.
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Mission Olympic Cell Extends Neeraj’s
SA Camp, Backs Combat Athletes

NEW DELHI

The Sports Ministry’s Mis-
sion Olympic Cell (MOC)
has approved an extension of
Neeraj Chopra’s training stint
in South Africa till April,
while sanctioning significant
financial and logistical sup-
port for tackwondo and kara-
te athletes gearing up for the
Asian Games in Aichi-Na-
goya this year.

Chopra, a two-time Olym-
pic medallist, had begun his
pre-season preparations in
Potchefstroom in January
with an initial 32-day clear-

ance. The extension will now
see him continue training in
Pretoria before opening
his competitive season at
the Doha Diamond
League in May. The deci-
sion was taken at the
MOC'’s 168th meeting held
on February 11, where pro-
posals worth 21.70 crore
were approved.

In a major push for combat
sports, the Target Asian
Games Group (TAGG)
cleared 321.20 lakh for Asian
Championship bronze medal-
list Rodali Barua to compete
in five G2-level international

tackwondo events, including
the Bulgaria, Slovenia and
Dutch Opens,

besides the
] Oceania
Cham-
pion-
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ships and the Mount Everest
International Open in Nepal.
These tournaments offer vital
ranking points for Olympic
qualification. Support has
also been extended to world
No. 6 and Asian No. 1
Rupa Bayor for a
. nine-month phys-
| iotherapy and
strength and con-
ditioning pro-
gramme.
In karate, bronze medal-
lists Bhuvneshwari Jadhav
and Alisha received funding
for international competi-
tions and coaching support.

Jadhav will compete in
events in Rome, China and
Spain, along with a training
stint in Tashkent under for-
eign coach Sulaymon Shari-
fovich. Financial assistance
0f%20.12 lakh has been sanc-
tioned for her campaign,
while 35.94 lakh has been
earmarked for Alisha and her
coach.

The MOC also approved
assistance for squash player
Anahat Singh and para-ath-
letes Varun Bhati and Sand-
eep Chaudhary as part of its
broader elite athlete support
programme.

Khelo India over Performance,
Doping: Mandaviya

NEW DELHI

Union Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday informed the
Rajya Sabha that 1,342
athletes have been re-
moved from the Khelo
India programme over
the past three years due
to below-par perfor-
mance and doping viola-
tions.

In a written reply, the
minister stated that while
these athletes exited the
flagship grassroots de-
velopment scheme,
2,905 new athletes were
inducted during the same
period. Currently, more
than 23,000 athletes
across the country are
being trained and sup-
ported under Khelo In-
dia.

“A total of 1,342 ath-
letes have exited the pro-
gramme during the last
three years due to perfor-
mance below the pre-
scribed benchmarks and
involvement in doping
violations,” Mandaviya
said. He added that per-
formance benchmarks
are revised annually and
updated periodically on
the Khelo India website.
Athlete performance is
evaluated through struc-
tured protocols and as-
sessment camps.

The induction and exit
process is overseen by
the Talent Identification

and Development Com-
mittee (TIDC), which
follows an established
system that includes per-
formance reviews and
monitoring camps.

Launched in 2017,
Khelo India aims to
identify and nurture
sporting talent at the
grassroots level. Several
elite athletes, including
double Olympic medal-
list Manu Bhaker, have
emerged from the pro-
gramme.

Addressing concerns
over doping, Mandaviya
reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to
ensuring clean sport. He
said steps have been tak-
en to strengthen the Na-
tional Anti-Doping
Agency’s (NADA) intel-
ligence and investigative
capabilities, including
recruitment and training
of specialised personnel.

The minister also high-
lighted increased coordi-
nation with the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and other law en-
forcement agencies to
curb trafficking and mis-
use of performance-en-
hancing substances.

India has topped the
World Anti-Doping
Agency’s list for the
highest positivity rate in
recent years, prompting
intensified enforcement
and monitoring efforts
by authorities.

Nottingham Forest Sack Sean
Dyche after 114-Day Tenure

NOTTINGHAM

Nottingham Forest have dis-
missed head coach Sean Dy-
che, making him the club’s
fourth managerial casualty of
a turbulent Premier League
season.

Dyche was relieved of his
duties following a frustrating
goalless draw against bot-
tom-placed Wolverhampton
Wanderers. The result left
Forest just three
points above the rele-
gation zone and ex-
tended a poor run of |
form that has seen the
club win only two of
their last 10 league
matches.

“Nottingham For-
est Football Club can confirm
that Sean Dyche has been re-
lieved of his duties as head
coach,” the club said in a
brief statement on Thursday.
“We would like to thank Sean
and his staff for their efforts
during their time at the club
and we wish them the best of
luck for the future.”

Dyche’s stint lasted just 114
days, during which he strug-
gled to steady a side that has

been plagued by instability
off the pitch.

Forest’s inability to capital-
ise on multiple scoring oppor-
tunities against Wolves
proved to be the final straw
for the club hierarchy.

The upheaval began earlier
this season when Nuno Es-
pirito Santo, who had guided
Forest to a seventh-place fin-
ish last term, was sacked in
September despite signing a
new three-year deal
in June 2025. His re-
lationship with owner
Evangelos Marinakis
reportedly deteriorat-
ed rapidly.

Former Tottenham
manager Ange Poste-
coglou replaced
Nuno but lasted only 40 days,
dismissed shortly after a 3-0
defeat to Chelsea.

Forest’s recent slump also
included an FA Cup exit to
Championship side Wrexham,
compounding fan frustration.
With the club hovering dan-
gerously close to the drop
zone, the search for yet anoth-
er manager begins as Forest
attempt to salvage their Pre-
mier League status.

Top Seed Jay Clarke Crashes
Out in Chennai Open Opener

CHENNAI

Top seed Jay Clarke endured
a shock first-round exit at the
Chennai Open ATP Challeng-
er Men’s International Tennis
Championship 2026, going
down in straight sets at the
SDAT Tennis Stadium in
Nungambakkam.

Clarke, ranked No. 183 in
the ATP standings, made a
confident start against
Greece’s loannis Xilas, racing
to a 3-0 lead after an early
break of serve. However, the
24-year-old Xilas responded
impressively, breaking back
and dictating rallies with
composure to seal a 6-4, 6-4
victory and book his place in
the next round.

In another first-round sin-
gles match, Indian qualifier
Aryan Lakshmanan (ATP No.
1824) showed resilience in a
tight opening set before fall-
ing 7-5, 6-2 to Poland’s Maks
Kasnikowski (ATP No. 419).

Second-round action saw
India’s Mukund Sasikumar
take the first set against Ka-
zakhstan’s Denis Yevseyev,
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only to lose momentum and
bow out 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. Yevse-
yev advanced to the quar-
ter-finals alongside second
seed Federico Agustin Gomez
of Argentina, who defeated
Italy’s Lorenzo Carboni 6-3,
6-4.

There was better news for
Indian players in the doubles
draw. Top seeds Niki Kaliyan-
da Poonacha and Pruchya Is-
aro eased past Sai Karteek
Reddy Ganta and Digvijay-
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pratap Singh 6-4, 6-2 to reach
the quarter-finals. Second
seeds Saketh Myneni and Sid-
dhant Banthia staged a strong
comeback to overcome Yev-
seyev and Eric Vanshelboim
2-6, 6-1, 10-2 in the match
tie-break.

Wildcard pairs Lohithaksha
Bathrinath/Abhinav Sanjeev
Shanmugam and Ishaque
Eqgbal/Manish Sureshkumar
also progressed to the last
eight.

Anish Bhanwala Bags Bronze in 25m
Rapid-Fire at Asian Championships

CHENNAI

Olympian Anish Bhanwala
secured a bronze medal in the
men’s 25m rapid-fire pistol
event at the Asian Shooting
Championships in New Delhi,
while Kazakhstan stamped its
authority with a haul of four
gold medals.

Anish, a former world
championship silver medal-
list, registered his third medal
at the continental meet with a
composed performance in a
high-quality final. He and
compatriot Adarsh Singh

scraped into the eight-man fi-
nal, taking the seventh and
eighth qualifying spots with
scores of 574 and 573 respec-
tively. Kazakhstan’s former
champion Nikita Chiryukin
topped qualification with 582,
leading three shooters from
his country into the medal
round.

The final, featuring eight se-
ries of five rapid-fire shots,
began at a blistering pace. Ja-
pan’s Dai Yoshioka, Anish and
Chiryukin were quick off the
mark, while Vietnam’s Vu
Tien Nam and Kazakhstan’s

Artemiy Kabakov were the
first to be eliminated. Adarsh
exited after the fourth series
with 11 hits. After six series,
Anish was tied for the lead
with Yoshioka and Chiryukin
at 21 hits.

However, two hits in the
seventh series proved costly as
Yoshioka fired a perfect five
and Chiryukin managed four,
pushing the Indian to bronze
with a total of 23 hits. Yoshio-
ka went on to claim gold with
a world and Asian record score
of 31, while Chiryukin took
silver with 28.

BCB Chief Eyes Ice-Breaker
with BCCI at India-Pak Clash

DHAKA

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) president Aminul
Islam will be in Colombo
on February 15 to witness
the marquee India-Pakistan
T20 World Cup clash, ex-
pressing hope that the occa-
sion could help thaw
recent tensions

gladesh. Subsequently, the
BCB declined to send its
team to India for the T20
World Cup, citing security
concerns. However, the
ICC assessed the threat per-
ception as low to moderate
and rejected Bangladesh’s
reservations. The standoff
resulted in Bangla-
desh being re-

with the Board Aminul placed by Scot-
of Control for Islam land in the
Cricket in In- tournament,
dia (BCCI). di ToPefu(; Of. prompting

Islam said 1a ,°gue u_rmg further diplo-
that he has high-profile matic ripples,
been invited Colombo including a
by the Interna- encounter brief boycott

tional Cricket

Council (ICC),

which wants represen-
tatives of the five Asian
member nations — India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh and Afghanistan
— to attend the match to-
gether. The move is being
viewed as an attempt to
foster dialogue among key
stakeholders following
weeks of strain.

“You can consider it as
something like that,” Islam
said when asked whether
the meeting could serve as
an ice-breaker with the
BCCIL.

Relations between the
two boards deteriorated af-
ter the BCCI ordered the
release of Bangladesh pacer
Mustafizur Rahman from
his IPL contract with Kolk-
ata Knight Riders, citing
unspecified “developments

all around.” The decision

triggered speculation
amid reports of politi-
cal unrest in Ban-

—

call from Paki-
stan before it was
withdrawn.

In a conciliatory develop-
ment, the ICC chose not to
penalise Bangladesh and
allotted the country an ICC
event in the 2028-2031 cy-
cle.

Islam said the BCB plans
to formalise assurances
through a detailed Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with the ICC to
avoid future ambiguities.
“The agreement will be line
by line, so that there is no
uncertainty,” he asserted.

MESSI HAMSTRING STRAIN CASTS

FORT LAUDERDALE

Inter Miami’s preparations for
the new Major League Soccer
season have been jolted after
talisman Lionel Messi was
diagnosed with a strained left
hamstring, putting his avail-
ability for the club’s opening
fixture in doubt.

The reigning MLS Cup
champions confirmed the de-
velopment, stating that Mes-
si’s return to full training will
depend on his clinical and
functional progress over the
coming days. The Argentine
superstar, who is also the
league’s back-to-back Most
Valuable Player, picked up the
injury during a preseason
friendly in Ecuador last week-
end.

Messi had scored in the
match but was substituted
around 12 minutes into the
second half, with the early
exit now understood to have
been precautionary due to dis-
comfort in his left hamstring.

Inter Miami are scheduled
to begin their title defence

SHADOW OVER INTER MIAMI OPENER

against Los Angeles FC on
February 21, and the uncer-
tainty surrounding Messi’s
fitness presents a significant
concern for the Florida-based
club.

His presence has been cen-
tral to Miami’s resurgence,
both in terms of performances
and commercial appeal, since
joining the MLS side.

The injury has also disrupt-
ed the club’s preseason sched-
ule. What was initially intend-
ed to be their final warm-up
match will now take place
after the league opener. Inter
Miami are set to face Ecua-
dorian club Independiente del
Valle in Bayamon, Puerto
Rico, on February 26, with an
open training session also
planned during the trip.

While the club has not indi-
cated the severity of the
strain, hamstring injuries can
require careful management
to prevent recurrence. With
the season fast approaching,
Miami’s medical staff will be
closely monitoring Messi’s
recovery timeline.

Jhared Hack Extends Bogey-Free Run to Lead DP World Players Championship

NEW DELHI

American golfer Jhared
Hack continued his sparkling
form to seize the halfway
lead at the INR 1.5 crore DP
World Players Championship
2026, carding a flawless sev-
en-under 63 in the second
round at the Qutab Golf
Course.

Hack, who opened with a
64, moved to 13-under 127
after 36 holes, climbing two
spots from his overnight tied
third position. Fresh from his
victory at the PGTI sea-
son-opener in Naya Raipur
last week, the Las Ve-
gas-based professional bat-
tled through physical dis-
comfort but maintained a
bogey-free card for the sec-

ond successive day.

The 36-year-old was par-
ticularly impressive on the
back nine, where he picked
up five birdies. His round
featured a near eagle from 30
feet and a 15-foot conver-
sion. Though quieter on the
front nine, Hack finished
strongly with birdies on the
eighth and ninth.

“I played solid golf and
stayed patient. You need to
create chances off the tee
here because of the trees. I
wasn’t feeling my best phys-
ically, so it was about hang-
ing in mentally,” Hack said.

India’s Honey Baisoya re-
mained in second place at
12-under 128 after a steady
65. The seven-time PGTI
winner mixed seven birdies

with two bogeys and showed
resilience after back-to-back
dropped shots on the 14th
and 15th, bouncing back
with late birdies.

Jamal Hossain stood third
at Il-under 129, while
Tapendra Ghai, Dhruv Sheo-
ran, Veer Ahlawat and Am-
ardeep Malik were tied
fourth at eight-under 132.

The cut was set at one-
over 141, with 56 profes-
sionals progressing to the
final two rounds.

PGTI CEO Amandeep Johl
highlighted the significance
of cut day, calling it a true
test of consistency, patience
and adaptability under pres-
sure — qualities essential for
competing on the interna-
tional stage.
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'India gains access to 70%
- of global GDP: Goyal

Nine FTAs have been finalised, covering 38 countries with strong per capita
incomes, and offering zero-duty access to most developed global markets

BLACK B

Black Box reports
revenue growth
inQ3FY26

Mumbai
Black Box Limited, a lead-
ing digital infra solutions
provider, announced its
unaudited financial results
for the quarter and nine
months ended December
31,2025. The Company
delivered sustained
growth, with improve-
ments across revenue and
operating profit, driven by
broad-based performance
across its key markets.
With its transformation
program now stabilized
and a focused go-to-
market architecture in
place, the Company con-
tinues to advance toward
revenue acceleration and
a higher-quality business
mix. Supported by grow-
ing order wins, expanding
backlog, improved execu-
tion and deepening client
relations.

Polio drive in merged
Pak districts
falls short

New Delhi
Nearly one million chil-
dren were missed and
more than 53,000 fami-
lies refused vaccination
during Pakistan’s latest
nationwide polio cam-
paign, raising serious con-
cerns about the effective-
ness of eradication ef-
forts, a report has said.
While health officials re-
port that over 44 million
children were vaccinated
and overall coverage
reached 98 per cent, ex-
perts warn that even a
small gap is dangerous in
a country that still carries
the poliovirus. According
to campaign data, around
670,000 children were
marked as ‘not available
at home. Health special-
ists say this explanation is
difficult to justify, as chil-
dren who are not at home
are usually present in
public places such as
schools, markets or parks.

HAL'’s Q3 profit jumps
nearly30%toRs 1,867 cr

Mumbai
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) on Thursday
reported a strong financial
performance for the De-
cember quarter of the cur-
rent financial year (Q3
FY26) as the defence pub-
lic sector company posted
a29.6 per cent year-on-
year rise in its consolidated
net profit. HAL's profit after
tax for the quarter stood at
Rs1,866.66 crore, com-
pared to Rs1,439.79 crorein
the same period last finan-
cial year (Q3FY25),ac-
cording to an exchange fil-
ing. The company’s revenue
from operations also in-
creased during the quarter,
rising 10.65 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 7698.80
crorein Q3 of FY26. Along
with the quarterly results,
HAL's Board of Directors
announced a first interim
dividend for FY26.

NEW DELHI

Union Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday announced that In-
dia now enjoys market access
to nearly 70 per cent of global
GDP, with domestic products
entering most partner coun-
tries at zero duty.

Addressing an industry
event, the minister highlight-
ed the rapid expansion of In-
dia’s trade network through a
series of Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) concluded over
the past three years.

According to Goyal, nine
FTAs have been finalised re-
cently, covering 38 countries
with strong per capita in-
comes. These agreements in-
clude major developed mar-
kets such as the 27-nation
European Union bloc, the
four-nation European Free
Trade Association (EFTA),
the United Kingdom, Austra-
lia, New Zealand, and the
United States of America.

He also noted that agree-
ments with Japan and South

Korea were concluded earlier,
along with trade arrangements
involving Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) member countries.

The minister urged Indian
medtech startups to capitalise
on these expanded trade op-
portunities and look beyond
the domestic market. Empha-
sising that India’s trade agree-
ments now cover a substantial
share of global GDP, he en-
couraged innovators to scale
up affordable and high-quality
medical technologies to serve
both domestic and interna-
tional markets.

Goyal underscored that af-
fordable and scalable medical
technologies have the poten-
tial to reach even the remotest
regions of India while also
tapping global markets across
Africa, Latin America, Cen-
tral Asia, Southeast Asia and
developed economies. He ad-
vised startups to actively par-
ticipate in international trade
fairs and exhibitions to en-
hance their global visibility.

Reassuring entrepreneurs of
government support, Goyal
said the Commerce Ministry
would assist delegations and
that India’s diplomatic mis-

Key points

m 9 FTAs concluded in 3 years :

m Covers 38 high-income
countries

m Medtech startups urged to
target global markets

m Support from 190+ Indian
missions abroad

m Focus on affordable,
scalable innovations

sions in over 190 countries
stand ready to help innovators
access overseas markets. He
further encouraged collabora-
tion with multinational com-
panies operating in more than
100 countries to facilitate en-
try into developed economies.
Highlighting progress with-
in the sector, the minister
pointed out that several start-
ups present at the programme
had already secured approvals
from India’s drug regulator
and some were close to ob-
taining US regulatory clear-
ances, paving the way for in-
ternational expansion.

The landmark takeover creates $2.5 trillion asset management giant
amid accelerating global industry consolidation

NUVEEN TO ACQUIRE SCHRODERS
IN MAJOR $13.5 BILLION DEAL

LONDON

British investment manager
Schroders is set to be ac-
quired by U.S.-based asset
manager Nuveen for £9.9 bil-
lion ($13.5 billion), marking
one of Europe’s largest-ever
fund management deals and
bringing to a close the inde-
pendence of the 222-year-old
firm.

The acquisition will result
in a combined entity oversee-
ing approximately $2.5 tril-
lion in assets under manage-
ment (AUM), significantly
expanding Nuveen’s global
footprint. Following the an-
nouncement, Schroders’
shares surged 29 per cent in
morning trading, reflecting
strong investor confidence in
the transaction.

According to data from the
London Stock Exchange
Group (LSEG), the deal rep-
resents the largest asset man-
agement acquisition on record
across Europe, the Middle
East and Africa (EMEA). The
transaction will also see the
founding Schroder family exit
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ownership, s1gna111ng the end
of an era for one of Britain’s
most historic financial institu-
tions. Bill Huffman, Chief
Executive Officer of Nuveen,
described the agreement as a
massive transformational step
for both firms. Speaking to
Reuters, he said the takeover
would enhance Nuveen’s in-
ternational reach and
strengthen its competitive po-
sitioning. Huffman added that
Nuveen remains open to fur-
ther acquisitions as part of its
long-term growth strategy.
The deal underscores the
rapid consolidation sweeping
through the global asset man-

agement industry. Over the
past decade, dominant U.S.
investment giants such as

have expanded aggressively
by offering low-cost in-
dex-tracking and passive in-
vestment products. Their
scale and cost advantages
have placed increasing pres-
sure on smaller, actively man-
aged investment firms.
Traditional active manag-
ers like Schroders have faced
shrinking margins and in-
tense competition as inves-
tors shift toward cheaper,
passive funds. Analysts say
the Nuveen-Schroders com-
bination will help achieve
economies of scale, diversify
product offerings and
strengthen distribution net-
works across key global mar-
kets. Industry observers note
that the merger may trigger
further consolidation in the
sector, as mid-sized asset

nerships to compete in an
increasingly cost-sensitive
and globally integrated in-
vestment landscape.

Bharat Forge’s
Q3 profit falls
17% to 288 cr

MUMBAI

. Bharat Forge on Thursday re-

ported nearly 17 per cent year-
on-year decline in its stand-
alone net profit for the quarter
ended December 2026 (Q3

¢ FY20).
BlackRock and Vanguard

On a standalone basis, the
company posted a net profit of
Rs 288 crore lower than Rs
346 crore reported in the same
quarter last financial year (Q3
FY25), according to its stock

¢ exchange filing.

Standalone revenue from

operations saw a marginal dip
of 0.6 per cent to Rs 2,083.7

crore in Q3 FY26. On a con-
solidated basis, the perfor-

i mance was stronger. Revenue
: rose 25 per cent year-on-year

to Rs 4,343 crore, compared

with Rs 3,476 crore in the

year-ago period.
Net profit increased 28.2 per

© cent to Rs 273 crore from Rs
¢ 213 crore in the corresponding

quarter last financial year. The
company said the quarterly
numbers included a one-time
cost of Rs 55.7 crore, which

¢ had an impact on margins.
managers seek strategic part-

Earnings before interest,
tax, depreciation and amortisa-
tion (EBITDA) grew 20 per

624 crore a year ago.

India’s medical devices market likely to hit $50.1 bn by 2030

NEW DELHI

India’s medical devices indus-
try is projected to reach $50.1
billion by 2030 from $15.2
billion in 2025, at a com-
pound annual growth rate of
26.9%, a report has said.

The report from Rubix In-
dustry Insights attributed the
growth to government initia-
tives such as the National
Medical Devices Policy, Pro-
duction Linked Incentive
Scheme, Scheme for Promo-
tion of Medical Devices

Parks, and MedTech Mitra.

The report noted that medi-
cal devices exports reached
$4.1 billion in FY25 while
imports touched $8.6 billion,
leaving 70-80 percent of do-
mestic demand being met
through imports, particularly
for technologically advanced
devices. Consumables ac-
counted for around 47 per
cent of exports between April
September FY25, while elec-
tro medical equipment made
up nearly 60 per cent of im-
ports, the report noted.

TRUMP-XI TRADE TRUCE

India currently ranks as the
fourth largest medical devices
market in Asia and among the
top 20 globally. The govern-
ment aims to raise India's
share in global market from
1.6 percent to around 12 per-
cent in the coming years.

The US and Germany are
the key export destinations,
while the US and China are
major import sources, the re-
port further said.

Union Budget-FY27's had
stressed the support for
bio-pharma research in the

country. The report also high-
lighted rising income levels,
widening health insurance
penetration, expansion of

healthcare infrastructure and
¢ performance benchmarks.

medical tourism growth, as
drivers of affordable mass-use
devices and advanced solu-
tions for specialised care.

The domestic manufactur-
ing base comprises about 800
manufacturers, while private
equity and venture capital
deal sizes have risen from $56
million in 2022 to $137 mil-
lion in 2024.

US trade detente fuels mothballing of key China tech curbs

BEIJING

The administration of Donald
Trump has reportedly shelved
several major technology se-
curity measures targeting Chi-
na ahead of an anticipated April
meeting with Chinese President
Xi Jinping, according to sources
familiar with the matter.
Among the measures put on
hold is a proposed ban on the
U.S. operations of China Tele-
com, as well as restrictions on
the sale of Chinese equipment
used in American data centers.
Sources indicated that the de-
cisions were part of a broader

effort to prevent fresh friction
between the two economic su-

perpowers.

The U.S. has also paused
proposed bans on domestic
sales of routers manufactured

by TP-Link and on the U.S.
internet operations of China
Unicom and China Mobile.
Additionally, another measure
that would have barred the sale
of Chinese electric trucks and

buses in the United States has
been placed on hold, according
to four individuals familiar
with the developments.
These decisions, which
have not been previously re-
ported, are seen as part of a
broader recalibration of U.S.
policy toward Beijing follow-
ing a trade truce reached last
October. During that meeting,
Trump and Xi agreed to ease
escalating trade tensions, with
China pledging to delay ex-
port restrictions on rare-carth
minerals critical to global
technology manufacturing.
The rare-earth sector plays a

vital role in producing semicon- :
ductors, electric vehicles, defense

equipment and other advanced
technologies. Any restrictions
could have significantly disrupted
global supply chains.

While critics argue that
postponing the measures
could expose national security
vulnerabilities, the U.S. Com-
merce Department defended
the administration’s approach.
In a statement, the department
said it is actively using its au-
thority to address national se-
curity risks posed by foreign
technology and would contin-
ue to do so when necessary.
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DAC makes 3.25L cr bet
on 114 Rafale fighter jets

NEW DELHI

i In a significant boost to the
. Indian Air Force (IAF), the

Defence Ministry on Thurs-
day approved a Rs 3.25 lakh
crore proposal to procure 114
Rafale fighter jets from

¢ France, according to reliable
i sources.

The clearance was granted
by the Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, which accorded Ac-

. ceptance of Necessity (AoN)

to the ambitious programme.
The approval comes just
ahead of French President
Emmanuel Macron’s forth-
coming official visit to New

¢ Delhi, underscoring the stra-
i tegic depth of India-France

defence ties.

Following the Defence
Ministry’s nod, the proposal
will now require final clear-

i ance from the Cabinet Com-
. mittee on Security (CCS),

chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Under the proposal, India
will acquire 18 Rafale jets in

¢ fly-away condition from
¢ French aerospace major Das-

sault Aviation, while the re-
maining 96 aircraft will be
manufactured in India. Some
of these will be twin-seater
variants intended for training

. purposes. The deal is expect-

ed to include the transfer of
advanced fighter jet technolo-
gy and the establishment of a
strategic partnership aimed at
strengthening the govern-

- ment’s ‘Make in India’ initia-
¢ tive.

The IAF currently operates
36 Rafale jets across two
squadrons, with the final de-

Major push to air power

as India approves large-

scale Rafale acquisition
ahead of Macron visit.

Highlights
m Valued at around Rs 3.25
lakh crore, the deal ranks
among India’s largest fight-
er aircraft procurements.

m This decision strengthens
France’s position as one of
India’s most reliable long-
term defence partners.

livery of the ‘C’ variant com-
pleted in December 2024.
Additionally, India has placed
an order for 26 Rafale ‘M’ na-
val variants for the Indian
Navy in a separate Rs 63,000
crore deal. These carri-
er-based fighters will operate
from INS Vikrant and INS
Vikramaditya. The naval con-
tract also covers maintenance,
logistics support, and training
under a comprehensive MRO
(Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul) arrangement.

The Rafale jets have al-
ready demonstrated opera-
tional capability during Oper-
ation Sindoor, where they
were deployed to strike preci-
sion targets in Pakistan in re-
sponse to the Pahalgam terror
attack last year. Equipped
with advanced weaponry, the
aircraft can deploy the
SCALP air-launched cruise
missile capable of striking
hardened targets over 250 km
away. They also carry Meteor
long-range air-to-air missiles,
Hammer stand-off preci-
sion-guided weapons, and the
Spectra electronic warfare
suite, along with advanced
radar and targeting systems.

Unchecked public spending
deepens Pak’s IMF dependence

LAHORE

A structural failure to rein in
public expenditure continues
to anchor Pakistan’s repeated
dependence on the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF), ac-

. cording to a critical analysis

published in Dawn.

The article argues that
spending at both federal and
provincial levels has spiralled
beyond sustainable limits, driv-

. en largely by unchecked salary
cent to Rs 750 crore from Rs

increases for civil, judicial and
military bureaucracies.

These pay hikes, it notes,
have often far exceeded infla-
tion. At the same time, govern-

i ment outlays on expanding
. vehicle fleets, luxury housing,

plush office spaces, overseas
trips and discretionary budgets
have continued to rise — fre-
quently without clear mandates,
sunset clauses or measurable

According to the report,
public spending routinely sur-
passes revenues not because of
productive state investment
but due to a lack of fiscal dis-

¢ cipline. The federal and pro-
. vincial governments collec-

tively function as vast employ-
ment bureaus. Despite the
devolution reforms introduced
through the 18th Amendment,

. Islamabad still maintains more
- than 40 divisions and over 400

attached departments, employ-
ing around 1.2 million people.

The analysis highlights that
the creation of new depart-
ments, authorities and special
units each with full secretariats
and associated perks — has be-
come increasingly easy. It sug-
gests that trimming the federal
administrative structure by near-
ly two-thirds, along with impos-
ing an immediate hiring freeze,
would be necessary to restore
fiscal balance. However, en-
trenched bureaucratic and polit-
ical resistance continues to pro-
tect positions of authority and
block meaningful reform.

State-owned enterprises
(SOEs) are described as another
major drain on the exchequer.
Their accumulated losses have
reportedly crossed Rs 6 trillion,
increasing by nearly Rs 1 trillion
annually despite repeated bail-
outs through grants and equity
injections.

The article criticises the gov-
ernment for rushing projects to
gain political visibility, often
with superficial cost-benefit as-
sessments, weak feasibility stud-
ies and little regard for long-
term operational costs. The re-
sult, it argues, is a landscape of
half-finished projects, mounting
liabilities and widening finan-
cial gaps that are ultimately
bridged through additional
debt or inflationary financing.

‘Homegrown NavIC helping in
real-time tracking of 10,400 trains’

NEW DELHI

Real-time train tracking is op-
erational on over 10,400 loco-

. motives and over 40,000 fish-
i ing vessels have been

equipped with NavIC (Navi-
gation with Indian Constella-
tion) receivers for tracking
and emergency alerts, the Par-
liament was informed on

i Thursday. Union Minister Dr
. Jitendra Singh said in a writ-

ten reply in the Rajya Sabha
that the commercial and pub-
lic utilisation of NavIC has

seen significant growth over
the past years.

More than 60 mobile hand-
set models from major global
manufacturers support posi-
tioning with NavIC. To
strengthen the constellation,
ISRO is in the process of
launching the NVS series
(NVS-03, NVS-04, and NVS-
05) of second-generation sat-
ellites, the minister informed.

He said disaster alerts and
personal distress connectivity
is provided through GSAT and
NavIC/GAGAN systems.




Everyon

ewants

this song release!

Bengaluru—based young
entrepreneur Nahesh

Poll, with the desire to con-
tribute something to the
Kannada film industry,
hopes to give a beautiful
cinematic experience to
movie lovers through the
film 'Everyone Wants This'.

He is producing, compos-
ing, directing and acting as
the lead in this film under
the banner of his own Rad-
ical Concepts Studios. Cin-
ematography and choreog-
raphy are by Sagarmurthy,
executive producer K.Bala-
subramaniam, art by Deep-
ika Machmonda, and cos-
tume by Sridharveer.

As the first step of the
promotion, the song re-
lease program was held at
Sri Renukamba Studio.
Speaking on the occasion,
the director said that we
aim to produce three films
by 2026. The current film
is ninety minutes long. Ne-
heshPoll informed that
when a diamond is robbed

ognized as the creative
director. According to
her, this is a love song,

and lyrics in Kannada,

English, Hindi, Telugu

and Tamil languages

have been used. There

will be a total of six

songs. The shooting is
done like paper work
and the editing is done
there together, which
saves time. In the con-
cept of 'entertainment
everywhere', we
have a state-of-
the-art projector,
50 headphones
and our intention
is to show the
film to people at

a low price, he &

demonstrated
everything in
front of the me-
dia. Akshara
Suresh paused
to say that the
rest of the de-
tails of the cast
will be given in the

t was special when the

trailer of the film ‘Star’,
prepared by newcomers,
was unveiled by Ramesh, a
security guard of Sri Renu-
kamba Preview Talkies.
Sharath Prakash has pro-
duced it under the banner
of Lion Creations and has
also acted as Hero. Vijaya-
surya has written and di-
rected the story. The tagline
will be ‘Bhoomige Hatra’.

Sharath Prakash, Rajatrak-
sha and theatre artists have
acted. Vikas Vasishtha has
composed music for three
songs. Cinematography
is by APSK, back-
ground sound is
by Vinumanasu,
editing is by
Shashidhar.P,
digital pro-
motion is
by Pawan
Kumar.

Speaking later, the pro-
ducer said that my father
Prakash had appeared as a
fighter in films since the
time of Dr.Rajkumar
films. Many opportunities
came after I became the
winner in ‘Pyate Mandi
Kaadige Bandaru’ Sea-
son-2. So far, I have
played small roles in 25
films but have not gotten a
break. I liked the one line
that the director said.
Apart from rowdiness, the
father-daughter relation-
ship, mother-daughter re-
lationship, and love will
all come together to enter-
tain the audience, said
Sharath Prakash.

Although he is a rowdy,
his behavior melts like but-
ter in front of me, what will
happen next when he be-
comes a weapon for the op-
ponent? The story will be
turned around through me.
The heroine Rajataraksha
says that she will have un-
predictable roles.

Priyanka Chopra
sparks buzz around next
James Bond film

Priyanka Chopra Jonas has once again ;
sparked speculation, this time about a &%
possible role in the next James Bond film,

B

for the sake of money, the
disasters that follow are
being shown in a comedy
and thriller style with en-
tertainment.

Akshara Suresh has writ-
ten the story for the hero-
ine and the film and is rec-

coming days.

In the 3.4 minute
song, the hero and her-
oine appeared in cos-
tumes according to the
languages of their re-
spective states, which
attracted attention.

Sweekriti alleges
harassment after
Allu Arjun
video row

A controversy has erupted
after a video about actor

the actress teased the project, saying it
could be truly global now following Am-
azon MGM’s acquisition of creative con-
trol over the 007 franchise.

Speaking cautiously, she added, I’d be
really curious to see what lane they
pick, prompting fans to flood social
media with excitement. Many com-
mented on the possibility of Priyanka £

SHANAYA KAPOOR

+calls ‘Tu YaMain’ destiny project

Actor Shanaya Kapoor says
it was destiny that brought

her to her second film, the
o survival thriller Tu Ya
Main. The film features
her as a social media in-
fluencer named Avani.
Shanaya said she felt

theatres.

numbers but valued the experi-
ence of seeing her first film in

In Tu Ya Main, Shanaya stars
alongside Adarsh Gourav. The
story follows two influencers on
a romantic getaway that turns
dangerous when they get

joining the Bond universe, while
some expressed hope that she could f
work under director Denis Ville-
neuve, who is helming the next in- |
stallment. The discussion comes
shortly after Priyanka hinted at a
possible return to the iconic Indian
Don franchise, in which she starred
opposite Shah Rukh Khan. While
she remained noncommittal, saying,
I don't know if I can talk about ei-
ther of them at all, co-star Mahesh
Babu playfully suggested that
something is happening.

There are no official casting an-
nouncements yet for either proj-
ect. Priyanka’s ongoing collabora-

Allu Arjun went viral
online. In the video,
brand strategist Kaveri
Baruah claimed that
the actor’s team had
given her a list of 42
dos and don’ts before a
meeting. The video was
shared on the Sweekriti
Talks podcast and quick-
ly gained attention on so-
cial media.

Kaveri said that before
meeting the Pushpa star,
she received strict instruc-
tions. She claimed the list
included rules such as not

an instant connection  trapped in a swimming pool
when she read the with a crocodile. The film is di-
script and thanked rected by Bejoy Nambiar and
casting director will release in cinemas on Feb-
Mukesh Chhabra ruary 13. To prepare for her role,
for giving her the  Shanaya watched survival thrill-
chance to audi- ers such as Jaws, Crawl, and The
tion. Meg. She also attended acting
Shanaya made workshops with coach Atul
her debut opposite Mongia. Inspired by the move-
Vikrant Massey in ments of a black panther, she
Aankhon Ki Gustaakhi- worked on bringing grace, con-
yan. Though the film did fidence, and intensity to her
not perform well at the box  character. Produced by Aanand
office, she said watching L Rai, Himanshu Sharma,
herself on the big screen and Vinod Bhanushali, the
was a special and proud film marks an important
moment. She added that step in Shanaya’s
she did not focus on growing career.

Fahadh Faasil to make cameo in ‘ildhayam Murali’

he makers of Idhayam Mu-

rali, the upcoming film
from the team behind Parasak-
thi, have announced that Mol-
lywood star Fahadh Faasil will
appear in a cameo role. The
news was shared through a spe-
cial announcement video, gen-
erating fresh excitement for the
project. Idhayam Murali stars
Atharvaa in the lead role and is
directed by Aakash Baskaran.
The film is described as a ro-

-—

an official release date, the
movie is expected to hit
theatres sometime in
2026. The announcement
of Fahadh Faasil’s cameo
has created buzz across
fans of both Tamil and
Malayalam cinema,
adding star power
to the film. With a

combination of a

youthful cast, a
celebrated music
composer, and an

experienced direc-

tor, Idhayam Murali
is being closely watched
as one of the promising
releases in 2026.

mantic coming-of-age drama.
Alongside Atharvaa, Kayadu
Lohar and Preity Mukhundhan
play the female leads, with Na-
tarajan Subramaniam and Ni-
harika NM in important sup-
porting roles. Thaman S is
composing the music and also
appears in a key role.

The film is currently in pro-
duction, with shooting pro-
gressing steadily. While the
makers have not yet confirmed

-— Madden and Jacob Elordi have been

tion with Amazon, including her
work on Citadel and the upcom-
ing action thriller Heads of State,
reportedly fueled the speculation
about her potential appearance in
Bond 26. She will also star in
The Bluff, set for digital release
on February 25.

The next James Bond film is be-
ing directed by Denis Villeneuve,
known for the Dune franchise.
While other actors like Richard

looking into the actor’s eyes
and not shaking his hand.
She also said that South In-
dian stars often travel with
large teams and multiple
managers.

After the video spread
widely, many social media
users criticised Allu Arjun.
Soon after, the actor’s team
released an official statement.
They called the claims com-
pletely baseless and untrue.
The statement said that Allu Ar-
jun has always behaved with
dignity and respect.

Christian group objects to
Yash film Toxic teaser

he teaser of Yash’s upcom-
ing film Toxic: A Fairytale
¢ For Grown-Ups has landed in
fresh trouble after a Christian

linked to the 007 role, no official
confirmations have emerged.

manner. The organisation said The organisation has demand-
Saint Michael is a holy and re- ed that the makers remove the
spected figure, and such portray- scenes from the teaser and delete
al is unacceptable. them from YouTube and other
& organisation raised objections. The group also described cer- online platforms. It has also
. According to reports, the Na-  tain visuals in the teaser as ob- asked the film’s team to issue a
“¥ tional Christian Federation jectionable and obscene. It said public apology to the Christian
has filed a formal complaint, these scenes appear close to im- community. The group warned
saying some visuals in the teaser ages of angels, which makes that it would take legal action if
hurt the sentiments of the Chris-  them more offensive. The com- the content is not removed.
tian community. plaint has been sent to the Film Earlier, a women’s wing of a
The group has claimed that the Chamber of Commerce, the political party had also filed a
teaser shows Christianity in a  Chief Secretary, the Home Sec- complaint, claiming the teaser
negative way. In its complaint, it  retary, and the Central Board of contained obscene visuals. Di-
pointed to scenes where Saint Film Certification. The federa- rected by Geethu Mohandas,
Michael the Archangel is shown  tion’s president, Pradeep Kumar, Toxic is now facing increasing
in what it called a disrespectful filed the complaint. pressure ahead of its release.
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