
DHAKA

Bangladesh’s Foreign Minis-
try on Wednesday summoned 
India’s deputy high commis-
sioner in Dhaka and ex-
pressed “serious concern” 
over deposed prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s interaction 
with mainstream Indian  
media.

Hasina, 78, faces multiple 
cases in Bangladesh after be-
ing ousted in August last year 
following nationwide violent 

protests led by students. She 
fled Bangladesh on August 5 
last year and is currently re-
siding in India. Hasi-
na’s supporters say 
the charges against 
her are politically 
motivated.

“The foreign min-
istry today sum-
moned Indian Depu-
ty High Commissioner Pawan 
Badhe to formally convey 
Bangladesh’s serious concern 
over the Indian government 

allowing absconding premier 
Sheikh Hasina to interact with 
the mainstream Indian me-

dia,” the state-run 
BSS news agency re-
ported, quoting a 
high-level unnamed 
diplomatic source. In 
the last few days, Ha-
sina has given inter-
views to some promi-

nent international and Indian 
media outlets.

The Indian diplomat was 
asked to convey to New Delhi 

Bangladesh’s request to im-
mediately discontinue Hasi-
na’s access to the media, the 
news agency said. The foreign 
ministry reportedly conveyed 
that harbouring such a “fugi-
tive currently under trial for 
committing crimes against 
humanity and granting her a 
platform to spew hatred and 
advocate terrorist acts inside 
Bangladesh are unhelpful to 
fostering a constructive bilat-
eral relationship between the 
two countries,” it added.

Indian envoy summoned over Hasina’s media meet
‘A SERIOUS CONCERN’

Centre declares Delhi blast a 
‘heinous terror act’

The key security meeting was chaired by PM Modi and attended by Home 
Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, among others

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
on Wednesday passed a resolu-
tion condemning the ‘heinous 
terror incident’ in Delhi near 
Red Fort on November 10, and 
observes two-minute silence as 
mark of respect to those who 
lost their lives.

Union Cabinet also ex-
pressed profound grief over 
loss of lives.

“The country has wit-
nessed a heinous terror-
ist incident perpetrat-
ed by anti-national 
forces through a car 
explosion near Red 
Fort on 10th Novem-
ber. The Cabinet di-
rects that the investigation 
into the incident be pursued 
with utmost urgency and pro-
fessionalism, so that the per-
petrators, their collaborators 
and their sponsors are identi-
fied and brought to justice 
without delay,” said Ashwini 
Vaishnaw.

At least 13 people died after 
a high-intensity blast ripped 
through a  s low-moving 
Hyundai car outside Delhi’s 
Red Fort area. Unequivocally 
condemning the dastardly and 
cowardly act that has led to 
the loss of innocent lives, the 
Cabinet reiterated India’s un-

wavering commitment to a 
policy of zero tolerance to-
wards terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations.

The Cabinet also appreciat-
ed timely and coordinated re-
sponse of the authorities, se-
curity agencies, and citizens 
who acted with courage and 

compassion in the face of ad-
versity.

Recording its appreciation 
for the statements of solidar-
ity and support from many 
Governments around the 
world, the Cabinet noted that 
the government continues to 
monitored the situation.

She was a liberal: ex-husband of Dr Shaheen
The Faridabad Police on Wednesday seized a red Ford 
EcoSport car, which is suspected to be linked to Dr Umar 

Nabi, the prime suspect behind the Red 
Fort explosion on Monday. Earlier in the day, 
the Delhi Police had issued an alert for the 
car. Along with police, a forensic science 
laboratory team also reached the spot in 
Haryana’s Khandawali village for investiga-

tion. A senior Faridabad Police official said, “The Farid-
abad Police rounded up a red EcoSport vehicle, suspected 
in the Delhi blast case, with registration number DL 10 CK 
0458. It was found parked near Khandawali village.

Second car of blast suspect Nabi seized

FSL collects DNA 
samples of suspect 

Umar’s mother

NIA forms special 
probe team

LUCKNOW: Lucknow-based doctor 
Shaheen Saeed, who was arrested in 
connection with a massive explosives 
haul in Faridabad hours before the bomb 
blast near Red Fort, held liberal views and 
wasn’t particularly religious, her former 
husband Dr Hayat Zafar has said. Shaheen 
also wanted the family, which includes two 
children, to settle in Australia or Europe 
before the couple separated in 2012, he 
added. According to investigators, Sha-
heen hails from Daliganj in Lucknow.

The Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL) has collected 

the DNA samples of the 
mother of the suspect, Dr 

Umar Un Nabi, who was al-
legedly driving the Hyundai 

i-20 car in which the blast 
occurred near the Red Fort 

on November 10, killing 
eight people and injuring 

several others, said sources 
on Wednesday. Her samples 
have been sent to the AIIMS 

forensic laboratory for fur-
ther investigation, the sourc-
es added. According to Delhi 
Police sources, suspect Umar 
was also seen with the i20 on 
the Mumbai Expressway and 

the Kundli-Manesar-Palwal 
(KMP) expressway, after 
which he was heading to-

wards Delhi. 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has constitut-
ed a “dedicated and compre-
hensive” investigation team 

to probe the recent Delhi car 
blast incident — a terrorist 

attack executed by a 
Jaish-e-Mohammad module 

unearthed by Indian agen-
cies, top sources said. The 

team will function under the 
supervision of senior officers 
of the rank of Superintendent 
of Police and above, ensuring 

a coordinated and in-depth 
probe into the case. The 

move comes a day after the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) formally handed over 
the investigation to the NIA.

CM: I established Kaginele Peetha as 
voice of all exploited communities
BENGALURU 

“I established the Kaginele 
Peetha as the voice of all ex-
ploited communities,” said 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.
   “I have been against the Sa-
natanvadi RSS from the be-
ginning, against the caste sys-
tem and stupidity,” he said 
after laying the foundation 
stone of the new building of 
the Pradesh Kuruba Sangha 
and the student hostel in 
Gandhinagar.

“My clear intention was that 
the children of the Kuruba 
community should have educa-
tion and a hostel in the Sangh 
building. The ideology that di-
vided the society and created 
the caste system is that of the 
RSS. This ideology is against 
the working class and classes. 
That is why I have been oppos-
ing the RSS from the begin-
ning. For this reason, I had ad-
vocated that the Kaginele 
Peetha should become the 
Peetha of all the exploited com-
munities,” he said.

The demand and insistence 
of the Prajadhipok Kuruba 
Sangh for vacating this same 
hundred-year-old building 
and constructing a new 
building had been there for 
many years. Now, everyone 
has been convinced, the old 
building has been demol-
ished and the foundation 
stone of the new building 
has been laid. He said that 
the new building will be 
constructed in 18 months 

without compromising on 
quality.

Those who studied in the 
hostel in the old building have 
become good officers. They 
have also become judges. I 
became an MLA in 1983 and 
a minister in 1984. When I 
was the Transport Minister, I 
celebrated the 500th birth an-
niversary of Kanakadasa in 
1988. At this time, I decided 
that the society needed a Guru 
Peetha, he added. 

Kannada soil is garden of 
peace for all races: KVP

BENGALURU

The value of Kannada soil is 
that it is a garden of peace for 
all races, said Chief Minis-
ter’s Media Advisor KV Pra-
bhakar.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Kannada Rajyot-
sava organized by the Karna-
taka Cooperative Milk Pro-
ducers’ Federation and KMF 
Kalavedike.

“Karnataka is unified on the 
basis of social justice. The 
hope for the development of 
the people of all Kanna-
da-speaking areas and the 
prosperity of oppressed com-

munities was the main hope 
behind the rise of Karnataka 
state. This is how the idea of 
‘Kuvempu’s Garden of Peace 
for All Races’ was formed,” 
he said.

He said that Kuvempu’s 
words ‘Garden of Peace for 
All Races’ are a value of Kan-
nada culture, and we need to 
look at how successful we 
have been in achieving it. He 
said that the real hope for the 
rise of Karnataka state was 
not just to unite geographical 
boundaries, but rather the 
dream of Kannada culture and 
socio-economic equality of 
Kannadigas. 

QUICK READ
2 JJMP commanders 

surrender in Jh’khand
‘You’re a threat to young 
girls’: SC to Assam Prof

RANCHI
Two commanders belong-

ing to the banned Maoist 
outfit Jharkhand Jan Mukti 

Parishad (JJMP) surren-
dered before Jharkhand 

police on Wednesday, un-
der the government’s reha-
bilitation policy -- ‘Nai Dis-

ha.’ Surrendered Maoists 
include sub-zonal com-

mander Brajesh Yadav alias 
Rakesh and area com-

mander Awadhesh Lohara.

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court  
on Wednesday came 
down heavily on a  
professor at a college in 
Assam arrested for 
making anti-India and 
obscene social media 
posts, and called him “a 
threat to young girls” 
and a “pervert” who 
should not be allowed  
to enter the educational 
institution. 

BJP to contest 
Punjab assembly 
polls alone: Bittu

‘G20 summit to 
proceed despite 

US boycott’
CHANDIGARH

With fifteen months left for 
the assembly elections in Pun-
jab, Union Minister of State 
for Railways and Food Pro-
cessing Industries Ravneet 
Singh Bittu ruled out any pos-
sibility of an alliance between 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and the Shiromani Aka-
li Dal (SAD), asserting that 
the BJP will contest all seats 
alone.

Talking to the media here on 
Wednesday, Bittu said the par-
ty is confident of its growing 
strength in Punjab and will go 
solo in the electoral battle. 
“The BJP will not form any 
alliance with the Akali Dal. 
We will contest the 2027 as-
sembly polls on our own,” he 
declared.

He also commented on the 
ongoing student protests at 
Panjab University over the 
Senate elections, stating that 
the Centre has accepted nearly 
all student demands except for 
the announcement of the polls.

JOHANNESBURG

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
said Wednesday the United 
States boycott of the G20 
summit in South Africa later 
this month would not prevent 
the meeting of the world’s 
leading economies from go-
ing ahead.

Pretoria and Washington 
have clashed over a range of 
policy issues, including South 
Africa’s summit agenda, cul-
minating in President Donald 
Trump announcing at the 
weekend that no US official 
will attend the Johannesburg 
gathering.

“We will take fundamental 
decisions and their absence is 
their loss,” Ramaphosa told 
reporters in the coastal city of 
Cape Town.

“In many ways, the United 
States is also giving up the 
very important role that they 
should be playing as the big-
gest economy in the world,” 
he added.

Set for November 22–23, 
the summit marks the first 
time the G20 will convene on 
African soil.

South Africa -- current G20 
chair -- wants to use its presi-
dency to champion Global 
South priorities, including 
boosting climate resilience and 
tackling debt in developing 
countries, before handing the 
baton to the United States next 
year. The US has labelled 
South Africa’s theme of “Soli-
darity, Equality, Sustainability” 
as “anti-American”.

“They’ve chosen to boy-
cott, and boycotting never 
achieves anything of great 
impact, because decisions will 
be taken that will move the 
various issues ahead,” 
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DELHI 
BLAST

PM meets blast victims 
on return from Bhutan

Al-Falah University distances 
itself from arrested doctors

CHANDIGARH

Al-Falah University, located 
at Dhauj village in Farid-
abad district of Haryana, 
has issued an official state-
ment distancing itself from 
the doctors arrested in the 
Delhi blast case. The uni-
versity has said it is extend-
ing full cooperation to the 
investigating authorities.

A statement issued by the 
university Vice-Chancellor 
Professor (Dr) Bhupinder 
Kaur Anand said that the 
university has no connec-
tion with the said persons 
apart from them working in 
their official capacities at 
the university.

“We are deeply saddened 
and anguished by the unfor-
tunate developments that 
took place and condemn the 

s a m e .  O u r  t h o u g h t s  
and prayers are with all the 
innocent people affected  
by these distressing events. 
We have also learnt that two 
of our doctors have been 
detained by the investigat-
ing agencies. We wish to 
make it clear that the uni-
versity has no connection 
with the said persons apart 
from them working in offi-
cial capacities with the  
university.”

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednes-
day afternoon land-
ed in New Delhi 
after concluding 
his official visit to 
Bhutan and headed 
straight to Lok 
Nayak Jai Prakash 
(LNJP) Hospital to 
meet survivours of 
Monday’s car blast 
near the Red Fort.

According to an 
official statement 
from the Prime 
Minister’s Office 

(PMO), “Upon landing 
from Bhutan, PM Modi 
went straight to LNJP Hospi-

tal to meet those in-
jured in the Delhi 
blast. He interacted 
with the injured, 
wished them a 
speedy recovery, 
and was briefed by 
doctors and officials 
on their condition”.

The Prime Minis-
ter was also updated 
by senior security 
and investigation 
officials on the lat-
est findings and 
progress in the case.

Went to LNJP 
Hospital and 

met those 
injured during 

the blast in 
Delhi. Praying 
for everyone’s 
quick recovery. 
Those behind 

the conspiracy 
will be brought 

to justice!.
—Narendra Modi, 

Prime Minister



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   NOVEMBER 1 3, 2025
BENGALURU CITY2

NIMHANS helps manga-obsessed youth get back on track 
BENGALURU

What began as harmless es-
capism for a youth aged 25, 
soon spiraled into an all-con-
suming habit that kept him 
confined to his room for near-
ly 14 hours a day.

Immersed in the fantastical 
world of ‘Japanese manga’ 
comic books and graphic nov-
els, he stopped applying for 
jobs, avoided conversations 
with family, and withdrew 
completely from the outside 
world. Worried by this near-to-
tal detachment, the youth’s 
mother turned to the Service 
for Healthy Use of Technology 
(SHUT) Clinic at the National 
Institute of Mental Health and 
Neurosciences (NIMHANS), 
where doctors diagnosed him 
with severe anxiety, moderate 

internet addiction, and an anx-
ious-avoidant personality. 

The case was recently doc-
umented in the journal Geo-
psychiatry. It threw light on a 
growing trend of manga over-
use among youngsters seek-
ing comfort in fictional 
worlds. The case study re-

vealed that the young man’s 
story was shaped by early ex-
periences of parental conflict, 
neglect, paternal abuse, and 
bullying at school. 

Poor academic performance 
further eroded his confidence 
and sense of belonging.

To cope with loneliness, he 

turned to solitary pleasures, 
junk food, anime, and eventu-
ally, manga. The richly drawn 
narratives of manga, often re-
volving around powerful he-
roes and complex villains, 
offered him escape and vali-
dation. 

He particularly liked vil-

lainous characters because 
nobody messed with them, 
and they could do whatever 
they wanted’, the study notes. 
Over nearly a decade, this 
reading habit deepened, and 
in the six months prior to 
seeking help, it became 
all-consuming. 

NEW AGE ADDITIONS

QUICK READ

Tech snag delays 
metro ops on  

Yellow Line

EV car driver 
flees after car 
clash in B’luru

Mysterious 
 man found on 

 Metro pillar

Vijayendra condoles 
death of film  

actor Gaddappa

Bengaluru
Mild delays on Namma 

Metro disrupted rush 
hour on Wednesday 

morning. The delays were 
caused by a technical 

snag in one of the trains 
operating on the yellow 
line. The issue was re-

solved within 15 minutes, 
between 8:32 and 8:47 

am. “It was an issue with 
the brakes. Our technical 
team immediately went 
to the spot and resolved 

the issue.” said a Ben-
galuru Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL) 

spokesperson.

Bengaluru
Complaints of negligence 
by EV drivers in Bengaluru 
have come to the fore af-
ter anger over the negli-

gence of electric bus driv-
ers. One such incident 
took place on the way 

from Yelahanka to Mekri 
Circle. A driver of an EV 

car has been involved in a 
series of accidents and 
collided with three cars 
and fled the scene after 

the accident. The incident 
took place on Hebbal 

road near Yelahanka in 
Bengaluru and three cars 
were severely damaged.

Bengaluru
A bizarre incident took 

place near Jalahalli Cross 
in Bengaluru. A man sit-
ting suspiciously on the 

metro pillar has created a 
lot of curiosity among the 
public. The man was sit-
ting in a cramped space 

of the Metro Pillar at Jala-
halli Cross. He sat re-

laxed, watching the vehi-
cles below, even though 

they were constantly 
moving.

Motorists and pedestri-
ans were shocked to see 

his bizarre behaviour.

Bengaluru
State BJP president and 
MLA BY Vijayendra has 
expressed deep condo-

lences on the death of ac-
tor Channegowda of 

Gaddappa fame in Man-
dya district. The film 

‘Tithi’, which was released 
about 10 years ago, was 

highly appreciated; it also 
won many awards. Chan-
negowda played the role 
of Gaddappa in this film. 

Winter comes knocking early in B’luru
The IMD has predicted a stark fall in mercury across the state, particularly over South Interior K’taka
BENGALURU

A dip in temperatures across 
the state has paved way for an 
early onset of winter with 
Bengaluru witnessing cooler 
temperatures below the stan-
dard norm. 

Indian Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has predicted 
a stark fall in mercury across 
the state but particularly over 
South Interior Karnataka. 
Other regions too will experi-
ence cooler temperatures well 
below normal. 

The city experienced mild 
warmth during daytime with 

cooler nights and mornings. 
City recorded a temperature 
of 17.5 degree Celsius, 1.5 
degree below the normal.

Even Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport witnessed crisp 
winter mornings, with mini-
mum temperatures hitting 

16.6 degrees Celsius,1 degree 
Celsius below normal.

IMD reported that Belagavi 
witnessed the lowest mini-
mum temperature  at 11.2 de-
grees Celsius.

For the next 3-4 days, sim-
ilar conditions will persist 
over Bidar, Belagavi, Vijay-
apura, Bagalkote and Kalabu-
ragi. The minimum tempera-
tures too will remain 2-3 de-
gree Celsius below the stan-
dard norm.

However, skies in city are 
likely to remain clear for the 
next 3-4 days with misty or 
foggy early mornings. The 

temperatures will hover be-
tween 17-20 degree Celsius.

After weeks of humidity, 
city residents have welcomed 
the shift in weather. Early 
morning walkers have noticed 
a slight crisp in the air along 
with comfortable warm win-
ter sun.

IMD claims these weather 
conditions are consistent with 
with post-monsoon wind pat-
terns and reduced moisture 
levels. As the Monsoon re-
cedes from the state, it gives 
way for northeasterly winds 
to dominate and cool the inte-
riors of the region.

OC exemption for 30x40 
buildings fails to bring 
respite to residents
BENGALURU

The recent state government 
decision to exempt buildings 
built on 30x40 square feet 
plots from Occupancy Certif-
icate (OC) came as a big re-
lief for lakhs of people, who 
were facing problems due to 
non-availability of such cer-
tificates. But due to one rea-
son, they continue to be in 
trouble as such buildings are 
not being provided with elec-
tricity connections yet.

Close player
Although more than four lakh 
houses were built, they were 
in the dark without electricity 
connection. 
   Due to the demands of the 
people and electricity contrac-
tors, the government decided 
that OC is not mandatory for 
buildings on 30x40 plots. In 
addition, ‘G’ plus two floors 
and stilt plus three floors have 
been allowed. However, thou-
sands of houses are not able 
to be provided with electricity 
connection. The rooms and 
rooms or toilets have been 
built on the stilts, that is, the 
ground, without leaving a 
complete parking space, and 
on the third floor, electricity 

connection is being ham-
pered.  

Although exemptions were 
given for buildings with an 
area of 30x40, residents are 
now stuck in a bind. Electrical 
contractors say this is a prob-
lem in thousands of buildings. 
The government has given 
permission for only three 
floors in total. Even if a small 
bathroom or store room is 
built beyond three floors, per-
mission is not given. Contrac-
tors are insisting that such 
buildings be considered.  

Overall, the government 
has exempted OC for 30x40 
buildings. In addition, the rule 
of G plus two or stilt plus 
three floors should be relaxed 
a little for already constructed 
buildings. People and contrac-
tors are complaining that this 
will cause a lot of problems.

BSCC moots shelter homes for dogs
BENGALURU

Bengaluru South City Cor-
poration (BSCC) Commis-
sioner KN Ramesh has di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to relocate stray 
dogs from public areas and 
set up separate shelters for 
them. 

He also asked them to 
collect information about 
the stray dogs in public 
places like schools, col-
leges, hospitals, bus stands 
and sports complexes/
grounds and take steps to 
capture and relocate them to 
shelters.

He said that the estimated 
number of dogs to be evac-
uated should be determined. 
It is also important to iden-
tify suitable places to build 
shelter for these dogs and 
identify competent NGOs to 
capture and manage dogs. 

The authorities have been 

entrusted with the responsi-
bility of vaccinating the 
captured dogs, nurturing 
them and providing them 
with necessary food and 
veterinary care.

The Commissioner direct-
ed the meeting to submit a 
proposal for allocation of 
funds for infrastructure de-

velopment of these shelter 
homes.

‘Act in time- bound 
manner’
The authorities should give 
more importance to this issue, 
he said and asked the officials 
to carry out all the tasks with-
in the stipulated time. 

Family factors, reduced  
communication play a major role: Doc 

Lack of communication, reduced family-based activ-
ities, and inability to find suitable offline hobbies lead 
youngsters to immersion in manga. Once this becomes 
their primary way of spending the day, it turns problem-
atic, said Dr Manoj Kumar Sharma, Professor in Clinical 

Psychology at NIMHANS and corresponding author of the 
study. “In the last six months alone, we have seen at least 
six or seven cases of excessive manga consumption. Most 
of these patients were aged between 16 and 17,” he added.

Hands-on 
science centre  
in city by Dec

Basavanagudi set 
for plastic-free 
groundnut fair

ISF announces 
winners of Infosys 

Prize 2025

BENGALURU

The city is set to welcome 
ParSEC Whitefield, a 30,000 
sqft experiential science Cen-
tre by Param Foundation, a 
new landmark in science and 
innovation. 

Scheduled to open near the 
Vydehi College in December, 
the centre aims to blend sci-
ence, art, culture, and well-
ness through hands-on, inter-
active exhibits. Unlike tradi-
tional museums, ParSEC 
Whitefield will feature im-
mersive installations on topics 
such as artificial intelligence, 
ancient Indian science, geom-
etry, colour and light, and 
electricity. 

The centre will introduce 
open lab hours, allowing vis-
itors to build and experiment 
with real tools under expert 
guidance, probably a first-of-
its-kind concept in Indian sci-
ence spaces. Located amid 
Whitefield’s IT corridors and 
50-plus schools, the centre 
expects  10 ,000–12,000 
monthly visitors and aims to 
reach 1.5 lakh annually, in-
cluding 70,000 students 
through workshops and inno-
vation challenges. Funded 
through donors, CSR part-
ners, and institutional collab-
orations, key supporters in-
clude Mythic Society, Volvo, 
Janatics, and Ola Foundation. 
The centre will sustain itself 
through ticketing, member-
ships, and community pro-
grammes.

BENGALURU

A s  t h e  M a l l e s w a r a m 
Kadalekai Parishe (ground-
nut fair) is coming to an end, 
the countdown has begun for 
the Basavanagudi Kadalekai 
Parishe. As part of the prepa-
rations, the Greater Bengalu-
ru Authority has decided to 
fine those who litter in and 
around the area where the 
h i s t o r i c  Basavanagud i 
Kadalekai Parishe will be 
held.  

The Fair 2025 will begin in 
Basavanagudi from Novem-
ber 17. A review meeting  
was held under the leadership 
of Muzrai Minister Ramalin-
ga Reddy, local MLAs and 
GBA off i c i a l s ,  and  i t  
has been decided to celebrate 
the fair in a plastic-free man-
ner. 

In addition, people coming 
to the fair cannot litter any-
where. The GBA has also 
made a plan to create aware-
ness about this and impose a 
fine of up to Rs 2,000 on the 
litterbug. Marshals have also 
been deployed to check lit-
tering.  

“This time, it will be a 
plastic-free fair. Plastic bags 
cannot be used in shops and 
those who found using them 
will be fined up to Rs 2,000,” 
said West Municipal Com-
missioner KV Rajendra.

The Authority had recently 
celebrated a Garbage Festival 
in the city by holding ‘Oper-
ation Garbage’,  aiming  
to create awareness about  
littering.

BENGALURU

The Infosys Science Founda-
tion (IDF) announced the Info-
sys Prize for 2025 on Wednes-
day. 

This year, six winners have 
been chosen, from across vari-
ous fields of science. 

Trustees of the Infosys Sci-
ence Foundation Narayana 
Murthy, Kris Gopalakrishna, 
SD Shibulal, Srinath Batni, 
Pratima Murthy and Founda-
tion President K Dinesh an-
nounced the awards at a func-
tion held at the foundation’s 
premises in Jayanagar on 
Wednesday.

The winners across the six 
categories include Nikhil Agar-
wal for Economics, Sushant Sa-
hadeva for Engineering and 
Computer Science, Andrew Ol-
let for humanities and social 
sciences, Anjana Bhadrina-
rayanan for Life Sciences, Sab-
yasachi Mukherjee for Mathe-
matical Sciences, and Karthish 
Manthiram for Physical Sciences. 

Of the six, one belongs to 
Bengaluru, Anjana is an Asso-
ciate Professor, Cellular Orga-
nization and Signaling, Na-
tional Centre for Biological 
Sciences. The awardees will 
receive a gold medal, a cita-
tion, and a cash prize of 1 lakh 
US dollars (approximately Rs 
88 lakh).

Take up white-topping 
on Hennur–Bagalur Road 
after blocking traffic: Rao

BENGALURU

GBA Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwar Rao instructed 
o ff i c i a l s  to  ca r ry  ou t 
white-topping work on the 
Hennur–Bagalur Road by re-
stricting vehicular movement 
on half of the road.

As part of the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority’s ongoing 
infrastructure projects, he 
conducted a late-night inspec-
tion from 11:30 PM 
to  2 :45  AM on 
Wednesday to review 
the  p rog re s s  o f 
white-topping on 
H e n n u r – B a g a l u r 
Road,  asphalt ing 
works on the Outer 
Ring Road and other stretch-
es, as well as the completion 
of the Hosakerehalli flyover 
and the JC Road white-top-
ping project.

Approximately 5 km of the 
Hennur–Bagalur Road within 
the East City Corporation lim-
its is being white-topped. 
During his previous visit last 
week, the Chief Commission-
er had issued strict instruc-
tions to the contractor to ex-
pedite the work, following 
which the work has gained 
momentum. 

Out of the 5 km stretch, 

white-topping has already been 
completed for 1 km on one side 
and 600 meters on the other. To 
accelerate completion, traffic 
will be restricted on a 1.2 km 
portion from Poorna Prajna 
School to Gubbi Cross, allow-
ing two-way movement on the 
remaining half. The work is to 
be completed within 25 days, 
after which vehicular move-
ment will be allowed on the 
finished section. Subsequently, 

similar phased restric-
tions of 1–1.5 km seg-
ments will be imple-
mented, as per the ap-
proval granted by the 
Traffic Police. 

To prevent traffic 
congestion during the 

execution of works, the Chief 
Commissioner directed the 
DCP to deploy Home Guards 
to ensure no vehicles are 
parked along the work zones 
and to manage the traffic flow 
efficiently. 

All potholes along the Hen-
nur–Bagalur Road have been 
filled, and debris from the 
roadside has been cleared. 
The Chief Commissioner in-
structed that the white-top-
ping work be carried out 
round the clock to ensure 
timely completion within the 
stipulated period.

‘Land worth K 10 crore 
cleared off encroachment’

BENGALURU

The Bengaluru South City 
Corporation conducted an en-
croachment clearance opera-
tion in the Uttarahalli Sub-Di-
vision at Arehalli Village un-
der the limits of the Uttarahal-
li Ward. 

Based on a public complaint 
submitted to the Karnataka 
Lokayukta, it was found that 
unauthorized sheds had been 
constructed on Survey Nos 2, 
6/2, and 4, covering an area of 
approximately 6,000 square 
feet along the 2nd and 3rd 
Main Roads in Uttarahalli 
ward, thereby encroaching 
upon public road space.

Pursuant to the directions 
issued by the Hon’ble Lo-
kayukta, the City Corporation 
undertook a clearance drive to 
remove the identified en-
croachments. During the oper-

ation, the illegal structures 
erected across the public road 
were demolished, thereby re-
storing unhindered access for 
public use.

Approximately 6,000 square 
feet of land worth around Rs 
10 crore has been reclaimed 
by the City Corporation.

Further legal action will be 
initiated against the individu-
als responsible for the en-
croachment as per applicable 
provisions. The operation was 
carried out under the supervi-
sion of the EE and AE of con-
cerned division.

MLA: Will ensure infra to make 
Yeshwantpur into model constituency
BENGALURU

MLA ST Somashekar said 
that sincere efforts will be 
made to ensure infrastructure 
to every village in Yeshwant-
pur constituency and develop 
it into a model constituency.

Speaking after performing 
a puja for the concrete road 
and drainage development 
work near the Maramma tem-
ple in Hemmigepur village of 
Yeshwantpur assembly constit-
uency, he said that sincere ef-

forts will be made to adequate-
ly provide basic amenities such 
as roads, drainage, drinking 
water and street lighting to all 
the villages in the constituency.

A grant of Rs 113 crore has 
been released by the state 
government. This money has 
been used for drinking water 
supply, roads, drainage, edu-
cational progress etc. by dis-
tributing it appropriately to all 
the wards of the constituency, 
thereby increasing the pace of 
development. 
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72nd All India Cooperative Week celebrates self-reliant India
GADAG

The 72nd All India Coopera-
tive Week will be celebrated 
nationwide from November 
14 to 20, 2025, under the 
theme “Cooperatives as vehi-
cles for achieving self-reliant 
India.” The week-long event 
highlights the role of cooper-
ative institutions in empower-
ing communities and promot-
ing development across rural 
and urban areas.

In Gadag, the Cooperation 
Department, along with Kar-
nataka State Cooperative Fed-
eration Ltd., Gadag District 
Cooperative Union Ltd., KCC 
Bank Ltd., Dharwad KMF, 
and other local cooperative 

societies, will jointly organize 
the inaugural program on 
“Encouraging Digitalization 
to Increase Efficiency, Ac-
countability, and Transparen-
cy” on November 14 at 8:00 
am. The cooperative flag will 
be hoisted by Gadag District 
Cooperative Union President 

C. M. Patil at the Union 
premises on Tagore Road.

Several thematic programs 
are scheduled throughout the 
week. On November 14 at 11 
am, a session on digitalization 
will be held at Durgadevi 
Samudra Bhavan, Sambhapur. 
On November 15 at 11 am, 

Mallapur Primary Agricultur-
al Cooperative Society, Rona 
Taluk, will host a program on 
cooperative education through 
research and training.

The week continues with 
events focusing on rural de-
velopment, structural guide-
lines for cooperatives, and 
empowerment of youth, wom-
en, and weaker sections 
through cooperative entrepre-
neurship including handi-
crafts, handlooms, labor, and 
fishing. On November 19 at 
11 am, initiatives on tourism, 
health, green energy, and 
emerging cooperatives will be 
presented at Gajendragad Ta-
luk Primary Agricultural Co-
operative Society, N. Halak-

ere, while the closing session 
on November 20 at 11 am at 
Hunaseekatti Gram Panchayat 
Community Hall, Naragund 
Taluk, will showcase innova-
tive cooperative business 
models for global competi-
tiveness.

The celebrations aim to 
strengthen cooperative values, 
encourage digital adoption, 
and provide a platform for 
communities to explore sus-
tainable development oppor-
tunities. Participants from lo-
cal cooperative societies, 
banks, and community groups 
are expected to attend and 
benefit from knowledge shar-
ing and networking through-
out the week.

COOPERATIVE WEEK CELEBRATIONS

QUICK READ

Provisional NHM 
selection list  

released in Gadag

Gadag invites 
applications for 

worker safety kits

Koppal students  
shine in wheel  

throw competition

Gadag
The District Health and 
Family Welfare Office in 

Gadag has released a 
provisional selection list 

under the National 
Health Mission for Mobile 
Health Unit posts, includ-
ing 2 MBBS Medical Of-
ficers, 2 Nursing Officers, 
and 2 Laboratory Techni-

cians. The vacancies 
were filled based on Ros-
ter cum Merit after online 

applications and docu-
ment verification. Candi-
dates or the public can 

submit objections in per-
son at Room No. 101, Dis-
trict Administration Build-

ing, Hubballi Road, 
Gadag, between Novem-

ber 13 and 18, 2025, by 
4:00 PM. Objections re-
ceived after the deadline 

will not be considered. 
Detailed information is 
displayed on the office 

notice board.

Gadag
The Karnataka State 

Building and Other Con-
struction Welfare Board 
has invited applications 

for safety kits for masons, 
electricians, welders, car-

penters, painters, and 
plumbers. The kits include 
helmets, goggles, gloves, 
and jackets, and will be 

distributed based on the 
seniority of registration. 

Applicants must be valid 
members of the board. 

Required documents in-
clude a Xerox copy of the 
board registration letter or 

worker card, Aadhaar 
card, and a GPS photo 

showing the worker per-
forming their trade. Appli-
cations must be submit-
ted by November 27 at 
the Labour Inspector’s 

Office, Gadag 1st Circle, 
Room No. 124, District Ad-

ministration Building, 
Hubballi Road.

Koppal
Kumar Nabisab Thandi 
and Rajasab Mulla, stu-

dents of National English 
Medium High School in 
Bhagyanagar, won first 
place in the boys’ dis-

trict-level wheel throw 
competition at the Un-

der-17 High School Cham-
pionship held at Koppal 
District Stadium. Their 

victory earned them se-
lection for the state-level 

sports meet. Prahlad 
Agali, founder secretary of 
the organizing body, con-

gratulated the athletes for 
their achievement. The 

school headmaster, staff, 
and Koppal district physi-

cal education officer A. 
Basavaraj also extended 
their best wishes to the 
students, praising their 

dedication and success in 
representing the district 

at the next level.

Bommai demands immediate 
maize procurement centers
Former CM Basavaraj Bommai urged the government to start maize 

procurement centers above MSP, warning of possible farmer protests
GADAG

Former Chief Minister and 
MP Basavaraj Bommai has 
urged the state government to 
immediately start maize pro-
curement centers and pur-
chase maize at a price higher 
than the Minimum Support 
Price (MSP), warning that de-
lay could lead to farmer pro-
tests similar to the sugarcane 
price agitation.

Speaking to the media in 
Gadag, Bommai highlighted 
that maize cultivation in Kar-
nataka spans around 17 lakh 
hectares and continues to 
grow each year. Last year, the 
state produced 54 lakh metric 
tons, and the same output is 

expected this year, despite an 
increase of two lakh hectares 
under cultivation. He said un-
scientif ic surveys have  
led to major injustices for 
farmers, with large areas re-
porting crop loss going unac-
knowledged.

“In some taluks, like Mund-
aragi in Gadag district, sur-
veys show no crop loss at all, 

which is far from reality. This 
leaves farmers without proper 
compensation,” Bommai said, 
emphasizing that cow jaggery 
losses in over two lakh hect-
ares have been ignored or un-
dercompensated.

He stressed that farmers are 
demanding the MSP of 
₹2,400 is not sufficient, and 
immediate government action 
is required. Bommai suggest-
ed that Karnataka Milk Feder-
ation (KMF), which con-
sumes 2 to 2.5 lakh tons of 
maize annually, should direct-
ly purchase from farmers 
rather than traders or agents. 
“If KMF buys this maize, the 
market demand will rise,  
and prices will increase  

naturally,” he said.
Bommai warned that if the 

government does not act 
promptly to establish procure-
ment centers and buy maize at 
higher than MSP rates, farm-
ers will face severe hardships. 
“Cow jaggery should also be 
purchased at fair rates, other-
wise the state could witness 
struggles similar to the fierce 
sugarcane price protests,” he 
added.

He urged the state authori-
ties to respond swiftly to the 
farmers’ demands, stating that 
proactive support and fair 
pricing are essential to protect 
their livelihoods and maintain 
agricultural stability in  
Karnataka.

Rayareddy questions 
government handling  

of Delhi blast
KOPPAL

CM Economic Advisor Basa-
varaj Rayareddy raised seri-
ous concerns over the recent 
Delhi blast, calling it a hei-
nous act and criticizing the 
central government’s handling 
of intelligence and security. 
Speaking in Koppal, he said 
the incident involved an edu-
cated person with alleged 
links to Pakistani organiza-
tions and questioned why 
such attacks were allowed to 
happen despite continuous 
monitoring.

“This is not just a failure of 
security; it is a failure of intel-
ligence. They were watching 
the car since morning. Why 
did it still explode? Why do 
we need such departments?” 
he asked, highlighting gaps in 
the central government’s  
response.

Rayareddy urged all politi-
cal parties to come together in 
the wake of such incidents. 
He criticized the BJP for what 
he described as double stan-
dards, pointing out that the 
party demands resignations 
over minor incidents but re-
mains silent on serious lapses 
like the Delhi blast. “If Amit 
Shah has any moral responsi-
bility, he should resign. Prime 
Minister Modi should apolo-
gize to the people,” he added.

He also emphasized that 
monetary compensation can-
not replace lives lost and de-
manded stronger measures 
against Pakistan, stating, “The 
central government should 
declare Pakistan a bio-pro-
ductive threat. Modi has the 
power to act; the people will 

not forgive inaction.”
On political matters, Ra-

yareddy spoke about ministe-
rial selections, saying the 
Chief Minister has supreme 
authority to appoint ministers. 
He added that seniority or 
skill is not a constitutional re-
quirement; even a 26-year-old 
can be appointed. Rayareddy 
said he personally supports 
Siddaramaiah and emphasized 
the party’s internal democrat-
ic process.

He also touched on Bihar 
elections, expressing doubts 
about the results of the second 
phase while clarifying he had 
no proof of manipulation, 
only suspicion.

Rayareddy concluded by 
underlining the need for se-
curity, accountability, and 
transparency, and reiterated 
that public trust in gover-
nance depends on effective 
action and moral responsibil-
ity from leaders at the high-
est levels.

Rayareddy called for 
political unity, 

condemned the BJP’s 
hypocrisy in handling 

issues, and demanded 
Amit Shah’s resignation 

and PM Modi’s public 
apology

Sports should be an integral 
part of life: DC Sridhar

The District Collector urged young athletes to engage in sports for growth, 
discipline, teamwork, courage, and embracing both victories and defeats

GADAG

“Sports should be an integral 
part of life,” said District Col-
lector C.N. Sridhar, while in-
augurating the district-level 
cross-country skiing tourna-
ment for boys and girls aged 
14 to 17 years at the KH Patil 
District Stadium on Wednes-
day. The event is organized by 
the Gadag District Adminis-
tration, Zilla Panchayat, Dep-
uty Director’s Office, and 
School Education Depart-
ment.

Addressing the young ath-
letes, the District Collector 
emphasized that childhood 
should include both mental 
and physical activity to ensure 
strong and confident growth. 
He encouraged students to 
make full use of district sports 
facilities and pursue excel-
lence, noting that sports teach 
discipline, teamwork, cour-
age, and self-confidence. 
“Winning is an honor, but 
participation is an inspira-
tion,” he reminded students, 
urging them to embrace both 
victories and defeats.

Deputy Director of School 
Education, R.S. Buradi, wel-
comed the participants and 

said the meet is meant to in-
still energy, enthusiasm, and 
sportsmanship. He stressed 
that all students are valued 
equally and that judges and 
organizers should encourage 
talent through fair and accu-
rate decisions.

Speaking at the event, Dis-
trict KDP member S.N. Bel-
lary highlighted Gadag’s sup-
portive environment for 
sports and praised District 
In-Charge Minister H.K. Patil 
for encouraging young ath-
letes. The minister expressed 
hope that the district will 
achieve greater success in 
sports in the future.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing Urban Development Au-
thority member Basavaraj 

Kademani, Dr. Basavaraj Bel-
lary, B.F. Poojara, V.M. 
Hiremath, and other officials, 
along with sportspersons and 
students, attended the event.

The program also included 
a national song performance 
by KKPPG Sangeet Pathasha-
la students. The event was 
conducted by M.S. Kuchaba-
la, and the vote of thanks was 
proposed by Mrs. J.B. Anni-
geri.

The tournament showcased 
the district’s young sporting 
talent and provided a platform 
for students to take their first 
steps toward state, national, 
and international competi-
tions, while emphasizing the 
values of effort, perseverance, 
and sportsmanship.

Young artists gear up for Kala Pratibotsava contest
GADAG

The Department of Kannada 
and Culture has officially 
opened applications for the 
annual Kala Pratibotsava 
competition, aiming to dis-
cover and celebrate the artis-
tic talents of children, youth, 
and young adults across the 
district. The event encourages 
creativity in a variety of art 
forms, from music and dance 
to painting and drama.

For individual competitions, 
children aged 8 to 14 years can 
take part in the Child Talent 
Competition, while teenagers 
aged 14 to 18 years are eligi-
ble for the Youth Talent Com-
petition. Participants can 

showcase skills in Shastisi 
dance, classical and light mu-
sic, painting, folk songs, and 
Hindustani or Carnatic instru-
mental and vocal music.

Young adults aged 18 to 30 
years have the opportunity to 
participate in another Youth 
Talent Competition. The dis-
ciplines include “My Favorite 
Writer (Ashubhashana),” 
Shastisi dance, light music, 
painting, and both Hindustani 
and Carnatic instrumental or 
vocal music.

The group competition in-
vites teams of 10 to 15 mem-
bers to perform plays, allow-
ing participants to demon-
strate teamwork and creativity 
on stage.

The last date to submit ap-
plications is November 24, 
2025. All participants must 
provide age verification: 
school or college students 
need a certificate from their 
institution, while others must 
present a certificate from the 

local Panchayat, Municipality, 
or Council office. The compe-
tition is scheduled for No-
vember 28 and 29, 2025.

Winners at the district level 
will advance to the zonal 
competition, and first-place 
winners at the zonal level will 

move on to the state-level 
contest. Cash prizes await the 
top three winners at the state 
stage, and judges’ decisions 
are final. Contestants must 
bring their own instruments 
and are allowed to compete in 
only one category.

Applications can be submit-
ted in person to the Office of 
the Assistant Director, Kanna-
da and Culture Department, 
Room No. 103, District Ad-
ministration Building, Gadag, 
during office hours. For addi-
tional details, applicants can 
contact 08372-221864.

This competition promises to 
be a vibrant showcase of talent, 
encouraging young artists to 
shine on stage and beyond.

Government announces crop 
insurance for Karnataka farmers 

GADAG

The government has announced that farmers can now register 
for crop insurance under the Karnataka Raitha Suraksha Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for the 2025-26 crop season. The 
scheme protects farmers against losses caused by natural disas-
ters such as hailstorms, cloudbursts, landslides, crop submer-
sion, lightning, fire, cyclones, and untimely rain.

Participation is mandatory for farmers who have previously 
received crop insurance for notified crops. Those who wish to 
opt out must submit a written undertaking to their bank manag-
er at least seven days before the registration deadline. Farmers 
who have not previously received crop insurance can join the 
scheme voluntarily.

Oriental General Insurance Co. Ltd. has been appointed to 
implement the program in Gadag district this year. The Joint 
Director of Agriculture has urged farmers to register early rath-
er than wait until the last day. Farmers must have a RUITS F 
ID to apply for insurance.

Kannada scholar Dr. Savadattimath 
wins Vidyashankar Award 

DHARWAD

Dr. Sangamesh Savadattimath, 
a senior Kannada scholar, lin-
guist, and researcher from 
Dharwad, has been honored 
with the prestigious Vidy-
ashankar Award for 2025. The 
award, presented by the Dr. S. 
Vidyashankar Cultural Foun-
dation of Bangalore, recogniz-
es his outstanding contribu-
tions to Kannada literature and 
culture.

Dr. Savadattimath has made 
a remarkable impact on Kan-
nada literary studies, with a 
total of 135 works to his cred-
it. He is especially known for 
his contributions to linguistics 
and Vachana l i terature. 
Among his notable works is 

the rare “Descriptive Dictio-
nary of Vachanas” and 15 vol-
umes of subject-specific 
Vachanas. He has also au-
thored influential texts in 
comparative Dravidian lin-
guistics, which have been 
widely acclaimed and collect-
ed by scholars and enthusiasts 
alike.

Over his long and distin-
guished career, Dr. Savadatti-
math has received numerous 
awards, including the Rajyot-
sava Award, the Dr. T.V. Ven-
katachalasasthi Vidvat Award 
from the Kannada Sahitya 
Parishad, the Kantavar Vidvat 
Parampara Award, and the 
Human Resource Develop-
ment Award from the Central 
Government.

Davanagere 
professor invited to 
Greece University

DAVANAGERE

Dr. B. Siprasannakumara, Pro-
fessor in the Department of 
Mathematics at Davanagere 
University, has been invited as 
a Visiting Professor to the Uni-
versity of West Attica in Ath-
ens, Greece. The visit is sched-
uled for the second and third 
weeks of November 2025.

During his two-day stay, Dr. 
Siprasannakumara will collab-
orate with the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering at the 
university. He will discuss re-
search on “Numerical Simula-
tion, Mathematical and Com-
puter Modelling for Nonlinear 
Fluid Mechanics Problems” 
and explore opportunities in 
this specialized field. His visit 
is expected to strengthen aca-
demic ties and encourage 
knowledge sharing between 
the two universities.

Dr. Siprasannakumara will 
hold high-level discussions 
with Dr. Ioannis E. Sarris, 
Professor in the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering, 
and his research team. He will 
also guide ongoing research 
projects and provide expertise 
to help advance studies in flu-
id mechanics modeling and 
simulations.

This invitation reflects both 
the personal achievements of 
Dr. B. Siprasannakumara and 
the growing international rec-
ognition of Davanagere Uni-
versity’s academic communi-
ty. Prof. B. D. Kumbar, 
Vice-Chancellor of Davana-
gere University, will formally 
present the recognition, while 
the University Registrar and 
team extended their congratu-
lations to Dr. Siprasannaku-
mara for this prestigious  
opportunity.

The visit is expected to fos-
ter international collaboration, 
enhance research output, and 
provide a platform for faculty 
and students to benefit from 
global academic exchange in 
mathematics and engineering 
research.
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Controversy over Rayanna 
statue installation deepens 

BALLARI

The installation of a Kran-
tiveera Sangolli Rayanna statue 
near the theatre circle in Buda 
Park, Ballari, has become a 
source of prolonged controver-
sy and public outrage.

The statue was erected over-
night by former BJP MLA Sri-
ramulu during the previous 
government, reportedly to at-
tract votes from the Kuruba 
community. The installation, 
however, lacked official per-
mission. Soon after, the model 
code of conduct came into 
force, and the BJP lost power, 
leaving the statue covered in 
plastic for years.

Last year, on Kanakadasa 
Jayanti, Sriramulu along with 
some leaders garlanded the stat-
ue, claiming it had been inau-
gurated. This unilateral move 
angered Kuruba community 
leaders, leading to large-scale 
protests that the local police 
struggled to control.

MLA Nara Bharath Reddy 
later intervened, promising to 
replace the existing statue with 
a bronze version and issued an 
official press release regarding 
the same. However, recent 
overnight relocation of the stat-
ue has created confusion and 
frustration, as community lead-
ers remain uncertain about the 
arrival and installation of the 

promised bronze statue.
The Kuruba community and 

the public have expressed  
dissatisfaction over the mis-
management and perceived 
misuse of government funds, 
questioning the priorities and 
actions of local representatives. 
Many feel that the ongoing de-
bate reflects poorly on gover-
nance and community relations 
in the city.

At present, no clear timeline 
has been provided for the in-
stallation of the new statue, 
leaving questions about the up-
coming Kanakadasa Jayanti 
celebrations. Observers say that 
until clarity is provided, public 
tension and political blame 
games are likely to continue in 
Ballari.

The controversy highlights 
the sensitivity of cultural sym-
bols in local politics and the 
need for transparent administra-
tive procedures in matters in-
volving community sentiments 
and public expenditure.

OVERNIGHT STATUE DRAMA

QUICK READ
North Karnataka 

protesters demand 
separate state 

MLA highlights Cong’s 
‘Panch Guarantee’ 

devpt initiatives

Goat theft  
caught on CCTV  

in Hubballi

Belagavi
Pro-North Karnataka 

groups, including Uttara 
Karnataka Vikas Vedike, 

held a one-day sit-in at Su-
varna Vidhana Soudha, de-
manding justice for the re-

gion or a separate state. 
Activists presented 1.93 

crore signatures supporting 
their cause and called for 
Belagavi to be declared 

Karnataka’s second capi-
tal, establishment of 

state-level offices, and cre-
ation of Kittur Karnataka 

Development Board. Lead-
ers warned that failure to 
address their demands 

would trigger a renewed 
struggle, including hoisting 
the North Karnataka flag at 
the Vidhana Soudha. They 
accused officials of favorit-
ism toward South Karnata-
ka and vowed to continue 
the fight until the govern-
ment acts on regional de-

velopment concerns.

Annigeri
Annigeri MLA N.H. Konared-

dy lauded the Congress 
government’s development 
initiatives under the ‘Panch 
Guarantee’ schemes. At the 
Amrit Nagarothana Phase 4 

program, 15 different-
ly-abled beneficiaries re-

ceived electric three-wheel-
ers, while 14 SC, ST, and 

pourakarmika recipients got 
solar kits. He also handed 
Rs 28,000 to a farmer af-
fected by lightning, part of 

Rs 100 crore aid for live-
stock losses. Municipal gar-
bage vehicles were upgrad-
ed with GPS, and a control 

room system launched. 
Konareddy stressed public 
cooperation is key to con-
tinued progress and better 

services for all.

Hubballi
A goat worth Rs 30,000 
was stolen from a house 
near Lakshmi Estate, Sun 
City, Hubballi. The animal 
belonged to local resident 
Hanuman Sunagara. Ac-
cording to reports, a thief 

arrived on a bike during the 
night, untied the goat from 

outside the house, and 
fled the scene. The entire 

incident was recorded on a 
CCTV camera. Sunagara 
filed a complaint at Kes-

havpur police station after 
reviewing the footage. Au-
thorities are investigating 

the theft and searching for 
the suspect, urging locals 
to remain vigilant and re-

port any suspicious activity 
in the area.
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Sugarcane farmers block 
roads over price dispute

Traffic on Mudhol-Jamakhandi roads halted as farmers protested 
for Rs. 3,500 per tonne sugarcane, warning of escalated action

BAGALKOT

Sugarcane growers in Mudhol 
taluk intensified their protest 
on Wednesday by blocking 
major roads after talks be-
tween farmers and sugar fac-
tory owners failed to reach an 
agreement. Farmers are de-
manding a price of Rs. 3,500 
per tonne, while factory own-
ers offered Rs. 3,300, ignor-
ing the Fair and Remunerative 
Price (FRP).

The meeting, led by Deputy 
Commissioner Sangappa on 
Tuesday evening, extended 
till 11 pm but ended without a 
resolution. Following the un-
successful talks, farmers be-
gan obstructing rural and state 
roads early Wednesday morn-
ing. Roads in Shirol, Mantur, 
and Yadahalli were complete-
ly blocked, with protesters 
setting fire to fodder and 
spreading thorns and stones 
on highways to prevent vehic-
ular movement.

Traffic along the Mud-
hol-Jamakhandi route, includ-
ing the Budni PM road, came 
to a standstill. Most of Mud-
hol town was disrupted as 
farmers raised slogans de-
manding fair compensation 
for their sugarcane. Farmers 
warned that they would con-

tinue the protest until the state 
government pressured the 
sugar factory management 
board to meet their demand of 
Rs. 3,500 per tonne. They 
also threatened a more violent 
struggle if their demand was 
ignored.

Meanwhile, the sugarcane 
protest in Haveri district com-
pleted its fourth day, with 
farmers demanding Rs. 3,300 
per tonne. Demonstrators 
staged protests at Mylar Ma-
hadevappa Circle, condemn-
ing the state government and 
local MLAs and MPs for fail-
ing to ensure fair pricing.

The protests have received 
backing from several reli-
gious institutions, including 
Rattihalli Chiranukanti Math, 

Negaluru Math, Karjagi Gauri 
Math, and Sanga Math, whose 
leaders expressed solidarity 
with the farmers. Political 
leaders such as Congress dis-
trict president Sanjeev Kumar 
Neeralgi, Anand Swamy 
Gaddadevaramath, and MLA 
Srinivas Mane also supported 
the ongoing agitation.

Farmers warned of block-
ing National Highway 48, 
shutting down three sugar fac-
tories in the district on Thurs-
day, and halting sugarcane 
supply until their demands are 
met. The Chief Minister has 
reportedly spoken to the sugar 
minister, promising resolu-
tion, but farmers remain 
steadfast in their struggle for 
a fair price.

District-wide parent-teacher 
meet on Children’s Day

GADAG

The District Administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, and School 
Education Department have 
announced a simultaneous 
Parent-Teacher meeting 
across all government prima-
ry schools, high schools,  
and pre-university colleges  
in Gadag district on Novem-
ber 14 at 11:00 am, coincid-
ing with Children’s Day  
celebrations.

District Commissioner C. 
N. Sridhar has urged parents 
to participate in large num-
bers, emphasizing the import-
ant role families play in their 
children’s education. He high-
lighted that schools thrive 
with the trust, cooperation, 
and involvement of parents 
and the local community.

“Education is a shared re-
sponsibility,” said Sridhar. 
“Children’s learning builds a 
strong connection between 

home, school, and society. 
Parents’ participation is vital 
for the all-round development 
of every child.”

The conference aims to ac-
tively involve parents in un-

derstanding and supporting 
the academic and personal 
growth of their children. It is 
also part of broader govern-
ment initiatives to enhance 
the quality of education, cre-
ate a supportive learning en-
vironment, and ensure regular 
school attendance for children 
of eligible age.

Local leaders and commu-
nity representatives are also 
encouraged to attend to 
strengthen cooperation be-
tween schools and the public. 
The authorities believe that 
when parents, teachers, and 
community members work 
together, students can achieve 
their full potential and con-
tribute positively to society.

The District Collector has 
requested the active participa-
tion of parents and local rep-
resentatives, emphasizing that 
such involvement plays a key 
role in nation-building and 
nurturing future generations.

District Commissioner C. 
N. Sridhar urged parents 

to actively participate, 
emphasizing that schools 

succeed through 
parental trust, 

cooperation, and 
community involvement 
in supporting children’s 

education

MP announces major IT-BT 
sector growth in Davanagere

Dr. Mallikarjun highlighted Davanagere’s amenities and Vision Group 
efforts to attract domestic and international companies to the district

DAVANAGERE

Davanagere is set to witness a 
major boost in the IT and BT 
sectors, with more than 10 
companies expected to estab-
lish operations within the next 
60 days, said MP Dr. Prabha 
Mallikarjun.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence following a TechRise 
meeting with CEOs of IT and 
BT companies and principals 
of local engineering colleges 
at the Smart City office, Dr. 
Mallikarjun said that neces-
sary infrastructure, including 
temporary space on the first, 
second, and third floors of the 
new KSRTC bus stand, will 
be provided to incoming com-
panies. The existing facility 
already houses state-of-the-art 
systems required by IT  
companies.

Dr. Mallikarjun highlighted 
Davanagere’s advantages, in-
cluding star hotels, medical 
colleges, law and order, clean-
liness, and bus connectivity, 
making it an attractive destina-
tion for companies. He said 
the Davanagere Vision Group, 
formed in June in collabora-
tion with the district adminis-

tration, Central STPI, and Kar-
nataka Digital Economy Mis-
sion, has been actively engag-
ing with prestigious domestic 
and international companies to 
bring them to the district.

He emphasized that more 
than 10,000 students graduate 
every year from engineering, 
vocational, and humanities 
courses, providing a steady 
talent pool. The initiative also 
aims to support startups, with 
bankers providing financial 
assistance and loans to entre-
preneurs establishing IT and 
BT ventures locally.

Karnataka Digital Economy 
Mission CEO Sanjeev Gupta 
said Davanagere will be in-
cluded among global econom-
ic zones alongside Kalabura-
gi, Mysore, Shivamogga, and 

Hubballi, attracting compa-
nies to set up operations out-
side Bangalore. Over 10 com-
panies have shown interest, 
with three ready to start oper-
ations soon.

Deputy Commissioner 
G.M. Gangadharaswamy add-
ed that the district administra-
tion is committed to providing 
full support to companies and 
will represent Davanagere at 
a tech conference in Bengalu-
ru from November 16.

The meeting was attended 
by CEOs and principals of 
over 20 companies, along 
with officials including Zilla 
Panchayat CEO and District 
Protection Officer Uma 
Prashant, who reiterated the 
district’s readiness to host IT 
and BT ventures.

Gadag Postal Dept 
brings services 

directly to doorsteps
GADAG

Gadag Divisional Postal Su-
perintendent P. Chidananda 
said the Postal Department is 
making concerted efforts to 
deliver services directly to 
people’s doorsteps. Speaking 
at the prize distribution for 
awardees of the Gadag divi-
sion at the Head Post Office 
on Wednesday, he emphasized 
that both the state and central 
governments are promoting 
doorstep access to various 
postal schemes.

Chidananda highlighted 
that in addition to standard 
mail services, the department 
is expanding digital services, 
banking, insurance, savings 
accounts, deposits, and acci-
dent insurance. He encour-
aged postal employees to 
make sincere efforts to reach 
more citizens and extend 
these benefits widely.

“The Gadag division has 
already achieved top positions 
at state and national levels in 
multiple categories. We must 
continue to maintain this mo-
mentum,” he added. He spoke 
about Mission Suraksha, 
which began on November 1 
and has 48 days left to meet 
targets, urging all employees 
to actively participate.

A three-day special insur-
ance fair will start tomorrow, 
featuring more than eight in-

surance plans. Chidananda 
stressed that citizens should 
take advantage of the fair to 
secure policies, which will 
contribute to the division’s 
performance and help it 
achieve national recognition.

He also announced a fort-
nightly special savings cam-
paign to encourage people to 
open accounts and prevent 
closures. “Our division al-
ready leads the state in sav-
ings, but we need more ac-
count openings to strengthen 
our position,” he said.

The program was presided 
over by Chief Postmaster Man-
jula Deginala. Gadag IPPB 
Manager Anand Sagar, 
Sub-Division Assistant Super-
intendent Srikanth Jadhav, and 
Rona Sub-Division Inspector 
Venkatesharaddi Kolli also 
spoke, while awardee represen-
tative Basavaraj Madiwalara 
addressed the gathering. Felic-
itations were given to Saroja 
Pattanshetty, recently promot-
ed from postal constable.

Other dignitaries included 
Divisional Assistant Postal 
Superintendent V. Sunilku-
mar, who participated active-
ly. Postal staff members Anita 
Kuri, Basavaraj Shedada, Sri-
devi Kalakeri, and Bhimanna 
Doddamani contributed to the 
event’s success through 
speeches, welcomes, and vote 
of thanks

Jamboree 
promises exciting 

activities for 
young scouts

BELAGAVI

The 29th Karnataka State 
Scouts and Guides Jamboree 
will be held in Belagavi from 
December 27 to January 1, 
with more than 5,000 partici-
pants expected, said former 
minister and state Scouts  
and Guides president P.G.R. 
Sindhia.

At a press conference, 
Sindhia stated that scouts, 
guides, rovers, and rangers 
from various districts across 
the state will take part in the 
six-day camp. Students from 
SSLC and II PUC classes are 
excluded, while children from 
other classes are eligible. The 
event, which occurs once ev-
ery four years, returns to Be-
lagavi after 24 years; the 24th 
Jamboree was also held in 
Belagavi in 2001.

Sindhia mentioned that the 
program is expected to be at-
tended by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah and state ministers 
Satish Jarkiholi and Lakshmi 
Hebbalkar. He also highlight-
ed a national-level Jamboree 
in Lucknow, inaugurated by 
CM Yogi Adityanath, and said 
the Belagavi event will be 
dedicated to the bravery and 
adventure of Kittur Rani 
Channamma, a symbol of 
Karnataka pride.

Scouts and Guides District 
Chief Commissioner Gaja-
nana Mannikeri and CEO Ra-
hul Shinde emphasized that 
the camp will focus on lead-
ership, discipline, patriotism, 
brotherhood, environmental 
awareness, and life skills. Ad-
venture activities, skill devel-
opment programs, cultural 
events, and awareness initia-
tives will be conducted 
throughout the camp.

Shinde also noted that 
preparations are underway to 
accommodate the large num-
ber of participants, and every 
effort will be made to ensure 
a smooth and safe event. He 
underlined the importance of 
such camps in nurturing the 
talents of young scouts and 
guides and promoting values 
of cooperation, coexistence, 
and personal development.

In addition, Sindhia high-
lighted that every year, 100 
Scouts and Guides who pass 
the President’s Award exam 
are allocated for professional 
courses including medical and 
engineering, and a 2% reser-
vation is provided in the Rail-
way Department. Calls are 
being made to extend reserva-
tion benefits in other sectors 
like the Police.

During the press meet,  
dignitaries also released  
the Jamboree commemora-
tive stamp, marking the offi-
cial announcement of the 
event.
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INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division, 

SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210 
No. EE/Bld.1/AE-3/AE-2/2025-26/54 Date: 11.11.2025

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement 
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible 
Tenderers for providing and fixing aluminium partition, 
painting, flooring, false ceiling, roller blinds, providing 
security arrangements, providing and installing 
rosewood special antique style carving doors and other 
development works, total of 3 works at various notified 
places. Approx. value of work: Min. Rs. 16.69 lakhs, 
Max. Rs. 241.12 lakhs. EMD: Min. Rs.41,800/-, Max. 
Rs. 3,61,700/-. Cost of Document: As in e-portal. Period 
of Completion: from 3 to 10 Months (including rainy 
season). Last date for downloading Tender through 
e-procurement portal and submission through online: for 
Sl.No.1&2: 18.11.2025 up to 5.00 PM and for Sl.No.3: 
26.11.2025 up to 5.00 PM. Date of opening the Tender: 
as per e-procurement guidelines. Further information 
regarding brief details of works, approx. value of work, EMD, 
period of completion, reservation and other details can be 
obtained from the above office or from e-procurement portal  
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/DD-C.P/3733/KSMCA/2025-26

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/ªÁ.¥Àæ/3738/J¸ïJ¸ï¹/2025-26

£ÀA.¥ÀÄ.PÁ.PÉÆÃ/vÁA.±Á/¹.Dgï/12/2025-26         ¢£ÁAPÀ: 11.11.2025

2025-26£ÉÃ¸Á°£À J¸ï.J¥sï.¹ ªÀÄÄPÀÛ¤¢ü, J¸ï¹J¸ï¦ ªÀÄvÀÄ Û 
£ÀUÀgÀ¸À¨sÁ ¤¢üAiÀÄr PÉÊUÉÆArgÀÄªÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
¤ªÀð»¸À®Ä ¸ÀA§AzsÀ¥ÀlÖ mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmï£À µÀgÀvÀÄÛ ºÁUÀÆ 
¸ÀÆZÀ£ÉUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÄÖ £ÉÆÃAzÁ¬ÄvÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï 

DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. Indent No:DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT43850/CALL-4. 

CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀ Û gÀÆ.3.84 ®PÀ ë DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK-

INDENT43888/CALL-4 CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ.0.73 ®PÀë   DMA/2025-

26/B D/W O R K- I N D E N T43951/C A L L-4 CAzÁdÄ ª ÉÆv À Û  
gÀÆ. 4.01 ®PÀë. mÉAqÀgï ¢£ÁAPÀzÀ «ªÀgÀUÀ¼ÀÄ: mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À®Ä 
PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ : 19.11.2025gÀ ¸ÀAeÉ 17.15 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÀUÉ,  mÉAqÀgï 
vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ : 20.11.2025 ¸ÁAiÀÄAPÁ® 17.30 UÀAmÉUÉ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ  
DMA/2025-26/RD/ WORK_INDENT48562/CALL-2(CAT-1) CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ 
gÀÆ. 41.15 ®PÀë mAÉ qgÀ ï ¸°À è¸®À Ä PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ : 26.11.2025 ¸ÀAeÉ 
17.30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ, mÉAqÀgï vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ : 28.11.2025gÀ 11.00 
UÀAmÉUÉ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ ¢£ÁAPÀUÀ¼À°è£À ªÀÄÄAzÀÆrPÉ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ wzÀÄÝ¥ÀrUÀ½zÀÝ°è 
E-¥ÉÆæÃPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÆÃmïð¯ï £À°è ¥ÀæPÀn¸À¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ  AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ 
¢£ÁAP À U À ¼ À° è£ À  ª À Ä ÄAz ÀÆrP É ª À Äv À Ä Û  wz À Ä Ý¥ ÀrU À½z À Ý° è 
E-¥ÉÆæÃPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï£À°è ¥ÀæPÀn¸À¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ. AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ 
ªÁvÀð ¥ÀwæPÉUÀ¼À°è ¥ÀæPÀn¸À¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅ¢®è. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ 
vÁAwæPÀ ±ÁSÉ¬ÄAzÀ ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. 

C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü ªÀÄgÀÄ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ 

¸À»/-
DqÀ½vÁ¢üPÁjUÀ¼ÀÄ

¥ÀÅgÀ¸À¨sÉ, PÉÆÃ£À¥Àà£À CUÀæºÁgÀ

¸À» /-
ªÀÄÄSÁå¢üPÁj

¥ÀÅgÀ¸À¨sÉ, PÉÆÃ£À¥Àà£À CUÀæºÁgÀ

¥ÀÅgÀ¸À s̈Á PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ, PÉÆÃ£À¥Àà£À CUÀæºÁgÀ 

E-Mail: ka.konappanaagrahara.tmc@gmail.com

¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ £ÀUÀgÀ f¯Éè-560100.

I, MHAPARA alias MHABOOB 
MHAPARA, W/o. M Mohammed 
Habeeb, resident of No. 36 4th 
Cross, 2nd Main Near Vittala 

Temple, Vittala Nagar Chamrajpet, 
Bangalore - 560 018, that name 
is mentioned in Aadhar card and 
pan card MHAPARA, I declare 

that MHAPARA and MHABOOB 
MHAPARA, Both the names are 

belongs to one and the same person 
i.e., myself only. Vide Affidavit 

Dated. 12.11.2025 Before Notary R. 
BASAVARAJA, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHNA CHARI 

MARIYANAGARA YOGACHAR,  
S/o. Yogachar B S, resident of No. 

103, 3rd B Cross, Nandagokula 
Layout, Ramasandra,  

Sulikere Post, Bengaluru - 
560060, have changed my 
name to KRISHNACHARI 

MARIYANAGARA YOGACHAR 
Vide Affidavit Dated 12.11.2025 

before notary V.RAJASHEKHARA, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

CLASSIFIEDS To place a classified ad 
contact: 080-41209042

Every GP should have a 
residential school: Min

Dr. M.C. Sudhakar emphasized the need for quality 
education and proposed one residential school in every GP
CHIKKABALLAPUR

At the district-level tri-month-
ly KDP meeting held at Sir 
M. Visvesvaraya Auditorium 
in Chikkaballapur, Minister 
for Higher Education and 
District In-charge Dr. M.C. 
Sudhakar directed officials to 
improve KSRTC bus services 
in all taluk headquarters and 
district centers, particularly 
during early mornings and 
weekends, to benefit students 
and workers.

Reviewing departmental 
progress, the minister em-
phasized that competitive 
recruitment and merit-based 
appointments of teachers and 
lecturers are strengthening 
government educational in-
stitutions. He urged teachers 
and lecturers to engage ac-
tively in academic activities 

and ensure quality learning 
environments in government 
schools and colleges. In-
structions were issued to ap-
point teachers immediately 
in schools facing staff short-
ages.

Dr. Sudhakar noted that the 
government aims to provide 
high-quality education, nutri-
tious food, and conducive 
learning conditions in resi-
dential schools to attract 
more rural students. The gov-
ernment plans to open one 
residential school per Gram 
Panchayat, ensuring educa-
tion accessibility for all. Cur-
rently, out of 28 Hoblis in the 
district, four lack residential 
schools; officials were in-
structed to identify suitable 
locations and propose their 
establishment.

The minister also stressed 

regular monitoring of hostels 
and directed that mainte-
nance issues be promptly ad-
dressed. He announced that 
M a u l a n a  A z a d  M o d e l 
School, presently operating 
from a rented building in 
Chintamani town, will soon 
receive a one-acre govern-
ment land for constructing its 
own campus.

Highlighting upcoming de-
velopment initiatives, Dr. 
Sudhakar said Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah will visit Sid-
laghatta taluk on November 
24 to launch projects worth 
₹2,000 crore, including 
₹1,400 crore in founda-
tion-stone laying and ₹600 
crore in inauguration works. 
Additionally, 3,000 construc-
tion workers will receive tool 
kits, along with various wel-
fare benefits and title deeds.

Swadeshi Movement key to India’s 
economy: Basavaraj Bommai

CHITRADURGA

Former Chief Minister and 
MP Basavaraj Bommai em-
phasized the urgent need for a 
modern Swadeshi movement 
to safeguard India’s economic 
freedom, national identity, 
and sovereignty, drawing par-
allels with its pivotal role 
during the freedom struggle. 
Speaking at the inauguration 
of the Swadeshi Fair orga-
nized by the Swadeshi Jaga-
ran Manch Karnataka in Chi-
tradurga, Bommai remarked 
that the success of such fairs 
stems from the inherent 
Swadeshi sentiment in every 
Indian. He highlighted the na-
tion’s journey from dependen-
cy on foreign food to self-re-
liance, crediting farmers for 
India’s current status as a 
leading food producer, and 
underscoring that a self-reli-
ant nation earns self-respect.

Bommai noted that centu-
ries of India’s trading spirit—
traveling across towns and 

regions for commerce—can 
o n c e  a g a i n  r e i n f o r c e 
Swadeshi pride. He warned 
that liberalization, privatiza-
tion, and globalization have 
led the country to forget its 
moral conscience, stressing 
that sustainable progress 
comes from human-centered, 
conscience-driven actions 
rather than purely profit-fo-
cused motives.

The MP stressed India’s po-
tential in technology and Ar-
tificial Intelligence, especially 
in agriculture, and urged edu-
cated youth to focus on pro-
ducing and marketing Indian 
goods globally. Recalling his-
tory, Bommai highlighted the 

role of farmers and laborers in 
uprisings like the Bardoli Sa-
tyagraha and Champaran re-
volt, as well as the establish-
ment of Tata’s iron production 
in 1908, which marked In-
dia’s self-reliance and con-
tributed to the British exit.

He concluded that modern 
India  must  rev ive  the 
Swadeshi movement to retain 
economic independence and 
national identity, invoking 
Gandhi’s legacy of promoting 
Indian goods. The event was 
attended by Sri Shivamurthy 
Shivacharya Mahaswamiji, 
MP Govind Karjol, MLC K.S. 
Naveen, and Prof. B.M. Ku-
maraswamy.

“It has been decided to organize 
a Swadeshi Fair in every Lok 

Sabha constituency. Our Prime 
Minister has given a call to use 

products made in our own 
country. We are continuing 

Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of 
Swadeshi”  

– Basavaraj Bommai,  Ex-CM 

MP Basavaraj Bommai 
criticized Congress for 
making political remarks 
on the Delhi bomb blast, 
stating that politicizing 
such incidents during 
ongoing investigations 
does not bring any glory. 
He questioned how 
Minister Zameer Ahmed 
Khan could predict ter-
rorist attacks, emphasiz-
ing that fear and unrest 
should not be exploited 
for political gain

Govt issues official orders 
on menstrual leave

BENGALURU

The government has officially 
issued an order granting men-
strual leave to women em-
ployees across all sectors, in-
cluding government, aided, 
and private institutions. Under 
the directive, women are enti-
tled to one paid day off per 
month, totaling 12 days per 
year, specifically for menstru-
al reasons. The decision fol-
lows a recent cabinet approv-
al, and the Labour Depart-
ment has now issued formal 
instructions to implement the 
leave.

The leave is mandatory for 
all women employees aged 18 
to 52 years. This progressive 
step aims to recognize and 
support  the health and 
well-being of women in 
workplaces, ensuring that 
they can manage their men-
strual cycles without having 
to compromise on work or 
productivity.

Institutions have been in-
structed to comply strictly 
with the order and facilitate 
smooth implementation. Offi-
cials emphasized that this 
move promotes gender-sensi-
tive policies and creates a 

more inclusive work environ-
ment, recognizing the biolog-
ical needs of women employ-
ees. By providing paid men-
strual leave, the government 
hopes to improve employee 
satisfaction, health, and over-
all workplace efficiency while 
setting a precedent for other 
states and private employers 
to follow.

The order specifies 
two key conditions

n �Women employees 
must use their men-
strual leave within the 
respective month it is 
due. Carrying forward 
leave from a previous 
month to the next is 
not allowed.

n �No medical certificate 
is required for availing 
menstrual leave.

Two students drown in Harangi backwaters in Kodagu
MADIKERI

A tragic incident occurred 
near Heruru village, close to 
Kushalnagar, in Kodagu dis-
trict, where two students 
drowned while swimming in 
the Harangi backwaters. The 
mishap took place under the 
jurisdiction of Suntikoppa Po-

lice Station. Authorities, 
along with personnel from the 
Kushalnagar Fire and Rescue 
Department, immediately 
launched a search and rescue 
operation.

The victims have been 
identified as Changappa (17), 
son of Poovayya Pandir from 
Hebbettageri village, and Ta-

run Timmaiah (17), son of 
Channapanda from Kaluru 
village. Both were first-year 
PU students at Madikeri Ju-
nior College. The accident 
occurred around 2 PM, 
prompting a coordinated res-
cue effort that continued into 
the evening.

The rescue team successful-

ly recovered Changappa’s 
body, while efforts to locate 
Tarun remain ongoing. A case 
has  been regis tered at 
Suntikoppa Police Station to 
investigate the circumstances 
of the incident. Authorities 
have warned local residents 
and students to exercise cau-
tion near the backwaters.

HC seeks govt response 
over panchayat 
reservation list

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has issued a no-
tice to the State Government on a petition 
filed by the State Election Commission 
(SEC), urging it to take immediate action 
to finalize and publish the reservation list 
for 5,950 Gram Panchayats whose terms 
will expire by January 2026.

A division bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice Vibhu Bakhru and Justice C.M. Poona-
cha directed the government to file its ob-
jections within two weeks, noting that the 
issue was of “serious concern.” The bench 
stated that the state must act promptly, em-
phasizing the urgency of finalizing the res-
ervation list under Section 5(5) of the Kar-
nataka Gram Swaraj and Panchayat Raj 
Act, 1993, to avoid delays in conducting 
elections.

Government Advocate Niloufer Akbar 
requested a week’s time to seek instruc-
tions, arguing that the plea pertained to an 
office falling vacant only in January 2026. 
However, the bench responded that the 
government should have anticipated the 
situation, warning that failure to release 
the reservation list would halt the election 
process.

The court observed that without the final 
list of reserved seats, the SEC cannot issue 
election notifications, potentially forcing a 
postponement of elections and leading to 
the appointment of administrators in the 
affected panchayats.

Repair and 
servicing 
training 

camp
CHIKKABALLAPUR

The Canara Bank 
Rural Self-Employ-
ment Training Insti-
tute (RSETI) at Son-
nahalli village, Ho-
sakote taluk, Benga-
luru Rural district, 
will conduct a free 
30-day t ra in ing 
camp on two-wheel-
er repair and servic-
ing from November 
20. Youth aged 18 to 
45 years from any 
district of Karnataka 
can participate. The 
camp will offer free 
training, food, and 
accommodation. Pri-
ority will be given to 
BPL cardholders. 
Applicants must un-
derstand Kannada 
and possess basic 
reading and writing 
skills. Participants 
will receive a certif-
icate from the Cen-
tral Government 
upon completion.
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Gujarat govt reaffirms commitment to cow protection 
AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government has 
reaffirmed its strong commit-
ment to cow protection and 
preservation following a land-
mark court verdict in Amreli, 
where three men were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment 
for their involvement in a bru-
tal case of cow slaughter. 
Each convict was also fined 
₹5 lakh, officials said on 
Wednesday.

State spokesperson and 

minister Jitu Vaghani praised 
the judgment, calling it a “red 
signal” for those engaged in 
crimes against cows. He em-
phasised that the 
cow holds a sacred 
place in Indian cul-
ture and any cruelty 
toward it would in-
vite the strictest pos-
sible punishment 
under the law.

Vaghani recalled that Guja-
rat first introduced a stringent 
anti-cow slaughter law in 

2011 under the leadership of 
then Chief Minister and now 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The law was later 

strengthened to in-
clude life imprison-
ment, making it one 
of the toughest in the 
country.

“This historic ver-
dict demonstrates the 
government’s unwav-

ering determination to uphold 
justice and protect the sacred 
values of our culture. Those 

contemplating such offences 
will now think twice before 
breaking the law,” Vaghani 
stated.

He added that the verdict 
reinforces the rule of law and 
underlines Gujarat’s zero-tol-
erance approach toward cow 
slaughter. The minister further 
highlighted that under Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel and 
Deputy Chief Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi, the state continues 
to prioritise cow welfare and 
protection initiatives.

Cows, he said, hold im-
mense religious, cultural, and 
economic importance in Gu-
jarat. Beyond being a symbol 
of motherhood and divinity in 
Hindu tradition, cows play a 
vital role in rural life by pro-
viding milk, organic manure, 
and farm support. Protecting 
cows, Vaghani concluded, re-
flects a deeper commitment to 
sustainability, compassion, 
and respect for all living be-
ings—values central to In-
dia’s civilisational ethos.

SANCTITY OF COW 
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Maoist 
leaders surrender in 

Jharkhand

Boiler blast 
kills two workers 

in Gujarat

Latehar
Two Maoist leaders, in-

cluding one carrying a I5 
lakh bounty, surrendered 

before police in 
Jharkhand’s Latehar dis-
trict on Wednesday. Po-
lice identified them as 

Brajesh Yadav alias 
Rakesh Ji, sub-zonal com-
mander from Gumla, and 
Awdhesh Lohra alias Ro-

hit Lohra, area command-
er from Latehar. Superin-
tendent of Police Kumar 
Gaurav said Yadav faces 
10 cases while Lohra has 

five. Both surrendered un-
der the state govern-

ment’s ‘Nai Disha’ policy, 
which offers rehabilitation 

benefits to surrendered 
Maoists and their families.

Bharuch
Two workers were killed 

and 20 others injured after 
a boiler exploded at a 

pharmaceutical factory in 
the Saykha GIDC area of 
Bharuch, Gujarat, early 

Wednesday. The powerful 
blast around 2:30 am 

caused a massive fire and 
the collapse of the factory 
structure. District Collector 

Gaurang Makwana said 
the fire was later brought 

under control, and the 
bodies were recovered 

from the debris. Officials 
from the Industrial Safety 
and Health Department 
have begun an investiga-

tion into the incident.

Modi's degree row: Delhi HC 
flags delay filing appeals

The matter concerns four appeals filed by RTI activist Neeraj, AAP leader Sanjay 
Singh, and advocate Mohd Irshad, who challenged a single judge’s August 25 order

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday directed Delhi 
University (DU) to file its ob-
jections to petitions seeking 
permission to delay appeals 
against an earlier order con-
cerning Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s bachelor’s de-
gree details.

A bench led by Chief Jus-
tice Devendra Kumar Upad-
hyaya and Justice Tushar Rao 
Gedela granted three weeks 
for DU to file its reply, and 
two more weeks for the peti-

tioners to respond. The court 
scheduled the next hearing 
for January 16, 2026.

The matter concerns four 
appeals filed by RTI activist 

Neeraj, AAP leader Sanjay 
Singh, and advocate Mohd 
Irshad, who challenged a sin-
gle judge’s August 25 order 
that set aside a Central Infor-
mation Commission (CIC) 
directive to reveal PM Mo-
di’s educational records.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, representing DU, 
sought time to file objec-
tions, saying he was unaware 
of the delay in filing the ap-
peals. The court then in-
structed him to go through 
the pleas and file a response.

The earlier single judge 

ruling had held that just be-
cause the Prime Minister 
holds public office, it doesn’t 
mean all his personal details 
must be disclosed. The court 
said the Right to Information 
Act was meant to ensure 
transparency, not fuel sensa-
tionalism.

The 2016 CIC order had 
allowed inspection of re-
cords of students who passed 
the BA exam in 1978, the 
year Modi graduated. The 
High Court will now decide 
if the delayed appeals can 
proceed.

Oppn slams BJP for 
'inducting' Tuljapur 
drug case accused

CHHATRAPATI                         
SAMBHAJINAGAR

Leaders from opposition par-
ties, including NCP (SP) MP 
Supriya Sule, have strongly 
criticized the BJP for alleged-
ly inducting individuals ac-
cused in the Tuljapur drug 
case. They demanded to know 
why such people were being 
given “royal patronage.”

Earlier this year, Dharashiv 
police seized mephedrone 
worth ₹2.5 lakh at the Tamal-
wadi checkpost on the So-
lapur–Tuljapur Road and ar-
rested 14 people. The con-
signment was reportedly 
bound for Tuljapur, known for 
the Tulaja Bhavani temple.

Opposition leaders claimed 
that some of these accused 
were inducted into the BJP 
during an event attended by 
local MLA Ranajagjitsinha 
Patil on Tuesday. With munic-
ipal elections in Maharashtra 
approaching on December 2, 
the issue has sparked heated 

political debate.
In a letter to Chief Minister 

Devendra Fadnavis, Sule ex-
pressed concern that the BJP 
welcomed individuals facing 
drug-related charges. She 
wrote that political leaders 
must avoid giving shelter to 
socially harmful elements and 
urged the government to take 
strict action to reassure citi-
zens.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader 
Ambadas Danve also attacked 
the BJP, alleging that the par-
ty was sheltering “tainted 
businessmen” and now even 
drug case accused. Sena MP 
Omprakash Rajenimbalkar 
condemned those who sup-
port such individuals, urging 
voters to teach them a lesson 
in the upcoming elections.

They accused the 
party of  giving such 

people a ‘royal 
patronage’

KALESHWARAM PROBE

Telangana HC extends 
protection for KCR, Harish Rao

HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court 
has extended till January 2026 
its interim order protecting 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
chief K. Chandrasekhar Rao 
and others from any adverse 
action by the state govern-
ment over alleged irregulari-
ties in the Kaleshwaram lift 
irrigation project.

The division bench, headed 
by Chief Justice Aparesh Ku-
mar Singh and Justice G.M. 
Mohiuddin, heard the batch of 
petitions filed by K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao, former minis-
ter T. Harish Rao, former 
Chief Secretary Shailendra 
Kumar Joshi, and senior IAS 
officer Smita Sabharwal. 
During the hearing, the state 
government’s counsel re-
quested additional time to file 
counter affidavits.

The court granted the ex-

tension of interim protection 
and adjourned the case to Jan-
uary 2026. This protection 
means that no coercive or ad-
verse action can be taken 
against the petitioners until 
further orders.

The matter stems from a ju-
dicial inquiry led by retired 
Supreme Court judge Justice 
P.C. Ghose into alleged irreg-
ularities during the construc-
tion of the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect, one of the largest lift irri-
gation schemes in the world. 
The Ghose Commission had 
submitted its report earlier this 
year, highlighting lapses in the 
project’s design, execution, 
and financial management.

The report, tabled in the 
state assembly in August, re-
portedly held former Chief 
Minister K. Chandrasekhar 
Rao and then Irrigation Min-
ister Harish Rao responsible 
for key irregularities. Follow-

ing the assembly debate, 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy announced the deci-
sion to refer the case to the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI).

Challenging the commis-
sion’s findings, KCR, Harish 
Rao, and others approached 
the High Court, arguing that 
the report was biased and po-
litically motivated. The High 
Court’s latest order ensures 
their continued legal protec-
tion pending final judgment.

Sanitation 
worker thrashes 
biker for flashing
CHENNAI

A sanitation worker near Ad-
yar Bridge in Chennai con-
fronted and thrashed a biker 
who allegedly flashed her 
while she was cleaning the 
area on Monday morning. 
The 50-year-old woman’s 
brave reaction was captured 
on a dashboard camera, 
sparking public outrage and 
calls for stronger safety 
measures for sanitation 
workers.

The woman was perform-
ing her regular cleaning du-
ties when a biker stopped his 
vehicle in front of her. Ini-
tially thinking he needed as-
sistance, she requested him 
to move his bike so she 
could continue her work. In-
stead, the man reportedly un-
zipped his pants and attempt-
ed  to  expose  h imsel f . 
Shocked by his act, the wom-
an reacted instantly, striking 
him repeatedly with her 
broom until he fled the spot.

“I thought he was a young 
student. But when I went 
closer, he pulled down his zip. 
I was shocked but started 
thrashing him,” the worker 
said in her statement.

The incident was caught on 
a dashboard camera of a near-
by vehicle and later handed 
over to the police for investi-
gation. The video has since 
gone viral on social media, 
drawing widespread condem-
nation of the perpetrator’s be-
haviour and appreciation for 
the woman’s courage. 

Edappadi K Palaniswami condemns arrest 
of 14 Tamil Nadu fishermen by Sri Lankan

CHENNAI

AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi K Palaniswami has 
condemned the arrest of 14 
Tamil Nadu fishermen by the 
Sri Lankan Navy, describing 
it as an “inhumane and un-
lawful act” that highlights the 
continuing ordeal faced by 
Indian fishermen in the Palk 
Strait. He urged the Central 
government to intervene im-
mediately to secure their re-
lease.

In a statement posted on X, 
Palaniswami said the fisher-
men were unjustly detained 
while engaged in traditional 

fishing activities. He noted 
that such incidents of harass-
ment by the Sri Lankan au-
thorities have become dis-
t ress ingly f re-
quent ,  leaving 
coastal communi-
ties anxious and 
insecure.

According to re-
ports, on Novem-
ber 8, 2025, a 
group of 14 fishermen — 12 
from Vanagiri Panchayat in 
Poompuhar constituency of 
Mayiladuthurai district and 
two from Vasanakuppam vil-
lage near Tharangambadi in 
Cuddalore district — ven-

tured into the sea aboard a 
mechanised boat owned by a 
man named Ramayanam. Due 
to strong winds and mechani-

cal failure, the vessel 
drifted off course and 
crossed into Sri Lankan 
waters.

Despite the fisher-
men’s repeated explana-
tions and pleas for assis-
tance, the Sri Lankan 

Navy intercepted the boat on 
November 9 and arrested all 
14 men. Palaniswami criti-
cised the officers for “show-
ing no compassion” and de-
taining the fishermen instead 
of helping them return safely.

He demanded that the Sri 
Lankan government immedi-
ately cease such “brutal ac-
tions” and called on both the 
Centre and the Tamil Nadu 
government to act on a war 
footing. Palaniswami also 
urged the state to extend urgent 
financial aid to the affected 
families, stressing that these 
recurring arrests have left fish-
ing communities in deep fear 
and economic hardship.

“Our fishermen deserve the 
right to fish freely and safe-
ly,” he said, appealing for de-
cisive diplomatic measures to 
protect their lives and liveli-
hoods.

Sachin Pilot appeals for 
fair voter list verification

JAIPUR

Veteran Congress leader 
Sachin Pilot on Wednesday 
urged the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) to ensure 
complete transparency and 
impartiality in the ongoing 
voter list verification process, 
he raised concerns over what 
he described as the “blatant 
misuse of constitutional insti-
tutions” by the ruling Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP).

Pilot emphasised the need 
to clean up voter lists without 
wrongful additions or dele-
tions. “Our concerns arise 
from the haste and intent with 
which similar actions were 
carried out in Bihar,” he said, 
adding that the Congress Par-
ty, Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi, and other INDIA 
Bloc leaders are unfairly ac-
cused of opposing the exer-
cise.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of institutional neutrali-
ty, Pilot alleged that the BJP 
is misusing the Election Com-
mission for political gains, 
including declaring living 
people dead, adding names of 
deceased individuals, and in 
some cases creating up to 250 

votes for a single house. “We 
are firmly opposed to this col-
lusion,” he said.

Pilot noted that the Con-
gress has instructed its work-
ers, leaders, and MLAs to 
visit their constituencies to 
prevent irregularities and en-
sure every legitimate vote 
counts. He criticised the ECI 
for failing to investigate voter 
fraud in Haryana, Karnataka, 
and Maharashtra, despite evi-
dence provided by Rahul 
Gandhi. “The Commission 
must remain independent, free 
of ideological influence, and 
conduct a fair enquiry,” he 
added.

Pilot announced that Con-
gress will hold a major Delhi 
event and continue a nation-
wide signature campaign 
against voter fraud, aiming to 
protect electoral integrity and 
raise awareness of irregulari-
ties in voter lists.

Jharkhand winter assembly 
session from December 5

RANCHI

The Jharkhand Cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren, on Wednesday 
approved the state Assembly’s 
winter session from December 
5 to December 11. During the 
meeting, 18 key proposals cov-
ering infrastructure, education, 
administrative reforms, and 
social welfare were cleared.

Cabinet Secretary Vandana 
Dadel briefed the media, say-
ing the Cabinet also approved 
declaring the native Mangur 
fish as Jharkhand’s state fish to 
boost conservation and pro-
mote its commercial produc-
tion. In addition, e-evidence 
and e-summons model rules 
were approved to implement 
three new criminal laws, aim-

ing to improve transparency 
and speed up judicial process-
es. To enhance science and 
technology education, the gov-
ernment will establish STEM 
labs in all Chief Minister’s 
Schools of Excellence across 
Jharkhand’s 24 districts. The 
Cabinet also sanctioned 1,315 
promotions to Head Forest 
Guard posts out of the 3,883 
sanctioned positions in the 
Forest Department.

Old pension scheme benefits 
were extended to teachers and 
staff of Netarhat Residential 
School, the state’s premier insti-
tution. To promote tourism, the 
government approved redevel-
oping a hotel in Deoghar into a 
four-star facility under a pub-
lic-private partnership at an es-
timated cost of Rs 113.97 crore.

Uttarakhand government forms panels to 
tackle employment crisis in state

DEHRADUN

In a decisive move to comply 
with court directives, the Ut-
tarakhand Cabinet, led by 
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami, on Wednesday an-
nounced the formation of two 
high-level committees to ad-
dress long-standing issues 
concerning contractual staff, 
wages, and ex-servicemen 
employment. The Cabinet 
also approved key amend-
ments to the Uttarakhand Pur-
vanchal Nigam Limited 
(UPNL).

Following a recent order by 
the Uttarakhand High Court, 
a dedicated “Cabinet Com-
mittee” will oversee the regu-
larisation of daily wage, act-
ing charge, contract, fixed 
pay, part-time, and ad-hoc 

employees across state de-
partments. The committee is 
tasked with setting future cut-
off dates for eligibility, ensur-
ing a transparent and timely 
process, and resolving thou-
sands of pending cases to sta-
bilise the workforce.

In addition, the Cabinet di-
rected efforts to provide min-
imum wages and dearness 
allowance to UPNL person-
nel, as mandated by the court. 
A Cabinet Sub-Committee 
will engage employee unions, 
finance and law departments, 
and other stakeholders to fi-
nalise recommendations with-
in two months. The panel will 
also examine financial impli-
cations, service conditions, 
and legal compliance before 
implementing decisions.

Significantly, the Cabinet 

approved amendments to UP-
NL’s Memorandum of Associ-
ation (MoA) and Articles of 
Association (AoA), allowing 
the corporation to launch over-
seas employment schemes for 
ex-servicemen, their depen-
dents, and unemployed youth. 
The changes also address in-
come tax compliance gaps and 
enable UPNL to operate as a 
global job facilitator using 
AI-driven skill mapping and 
international partnerships.

CM Dhami stressed the 
government’s focus on jus-
tice, labour dignity, and em-
powering ex-servicemen and 
youth, with AI tools aiding 
efficient claim processing, re-
al-time tracking, and timely 
committee reports to ensure 
employment reforms and pol-
icy rollout.

‘MP will soon become a 
green energy hub’

BHOPAL

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav 
on Wednesday inau-
gurated three com-
p r e s s e d  b i o g a s 
(CBG) plants set up 
by Reliance Green 
Energy in Bhopal, 
Indore, and Satna 
through video conferencing 
from his residence. 

He said Madhya Pradesh 

is moving towards becoming 
a major hub for green and 
renewable energy with pri-

vate sector support. 
Highl ight ing  the 
state’s commitment 
t o  s u s t a i n a b l e 
growth, Yadav add-
ed that integrated 
power production 

will help build a clean and 
bright future for both the 
state and the nation.



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   NOVEMBER 1 3, 2025
NATION 7

IIT-BOMBAY DEVELOPS 
INDIA’S FIRST QUANTUM MICROSCOPE
NEW DELHI

 
India has achieved a major 
milestone in quantum tech-
nology with the development 
of its first indigenous Quan-
tum Diamond Microscope 
(QDM) by a team at IIT Bom-
bay under the National Quan-
tum Mission (NQM). The 
new microscope will help in 
advanced research in neuro-
science, materials science, 
and semiconductor technolo-
gy, the government said on 
Wednesday.

Announced at the Emerging 
Science Technology and Inno-
vation Conclave (ESTIC 
2025), the QDM can map 
magnetic fields in three-di-
mensional layers within en-

capsulated semiconductor 
chips. 

The project has also earned 
India its first patent in quan-
tum diamond microscopy.

Developed by the P-P-P-
Quest Group at IIT Bombay, 
the QDM works on nitro-

gen-vacancy (NV) centres in 
diamonds. These NV centres 
are atomic-scale defects that 
maintain strong quantum 
properties even at room tem-
perature, allowing them to 
detect minute magnetic, elec-
tric, and thermal changes.

According to the Ministry 
of Science and Technology, 
the QDM enables high-reso-
lution, non-destructive mag-
netic mapping of integrated 
circuits, batteries, and micro-
electronic devices. 

Its spin-dependent fluores-
cence, captured through opti-
cally detected magnetic reso-
nance (ODMR), allows re-
searchers to visualise magnet-
ic activity much like using an 
optical microscope.

The IIT Bombay team plans 
to further enhance this inno-
vation by integrating AI and 
machine learning-based imag-
ing, which could revolutionise 
chip diagnostics, biological 
imaging, and geological  
studies.

QUANTUM BREAKTHROUGH
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RAW chief 
Parag Jain gets 
additional role

Kerala government 
seeks halt to 

PM SHRI

New Delhi
Research and Analysis 

Wing (R&AW) Chief Par-
ag Jain has been given 

additional charge as Sec-
retary (Security) in the 

Cabinet Secretariat. Jain, 
a 1989-batch IPS officer 
from the Punjab cadre, 

has been leading India’s 
external intelligence 

agency since July 1 on a 
two-year term. According 
to an order from the Ap-

pointments Committee of 
the Cabinet, he will hold 
the new role until a regu-
lar appointment is made 

or until further orders 
are issued.

Thiruvananthapuram
The Kerala government 
has asked the Union Ed-
ucation Ministry to stop 
further proceedings re-

lated to the PM SHRI 
scheme in the state. 

General Education Sec-
retary K. Vasuki sent a 

letter to the ministry on 
Wednesday, requesting 
a temporary halt in im-
plementation. Accord-
ing to official sources, 

the move follows the le-
gal opinion of the Advo-

cate General. The PM 
SHRI scheme aims to 

develop schools across 
India into model institu-

tions with improved 
infrastructure and 

learning outcomes.

Red Fort Blast: Cops probe 
Umar Nabi’s mosque stay

“We are probing the matter from all angles, including 
the possibility of a Fidayeen attack’

NEW DELHI
 

The Delhi Police are probing the 
movements of Dr Umar Nabi, an 
assistant professor at Al-Falah 
University, who is believed to 
have driven the car that exploded 
near the Red Fort on Monday, 
killing 12 people and injuring 
several others.

Officials revealed that Nabi had 
visited a mosque on Asaf Ali 
Road, near the Ram Leela 
Maidan, where he allegedly 
stayed for nearly three hours be-
fore the blast.

According to police sources, 
Nabi parked the Hyundai i20 at 
the Sunehri Masjid parking lot 
around 3.19 pm after spending 
hours at the mosque. Investiga-
tors suspect that he may have 
used the time to communicate 
with handlers or plan the attack. 
“We are probing the matter from 
all angles, including the possibil-
ity of a fidayeen attack,” a senior 
police officer said.

Officials added that forensic 
experts are analysing over 40 
samples collected from the blast 
site, including mangled car parts, 
metal debris, and human remains, 
to determine the nature of explo-
sives used. A special team of ex-
perts has been constituted to 
study the evidence.

Police are also examining 
CCTV footage from the mosque 
area and nearby streets to recon-
struct Nabi’s movements and 
identify possible accomplices. 

Meanwhile, an alert has been is-
sued across Delhi to trace a red 
Ford EcoSport suspected to be 
linked to the case.

The Delhi Police’s FIR has in-
voked sections under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act, 
terming the incident a “bomb 
blast.” Officials confirmed that 
only Nabi was in the vehicle 
when it exploded near the Red 
Fort police post after he took a 
U-turn on Chhata Rail Chowk 
road.

J&K cops bust trans-national 
terrorist network, 2 held

SRINAGAR
 

A major interstate and 
trans-national terror mod-
ule was dismantled in 
Jammu and Kashmir fol-
lowing the arrest of two 
overground workers 
(OGWs) carrying posters 
of Jaish-e-Mohammad 
(JeM) and Ansar Ghaz-
watul Hind (AGuH). The 
operation led to the re-
covery of arms and nearly 
2,900 kilograms of explo-
sive material, officials 
said on Wednesday.

The Srinagar police ar-
rested the two OGWs on 
November 2, and a swift 
investigation by the 
Nowgam Police Station 
exposed a wider terror 
network within three 
days. Station House Offi-
cer (SHO) Inspector Mir 
Masrat Aalam discovered 
that the accused were 
linked to a handler, Moul-
vi Irfan Ahmad, from 
Shopian district, who was 
posing as a prayer leader 
in Nowgam.

Further investigation 
revealed that several 

young doctors, currently 
employed outside Jammu 
and Kashmir, were also 
part of the module. Acting 
on this intelligence, a po-
lice team travelled to Sa-
haranpur, Uttar Pradesh, 
and arrested Dr. Adeel 
Ahmad Rather from a pri-
vate hospital on Novem-
ber 6. He was brought to 
Srinagar on transit re-
mand the next  day. 
During questioning, po-
lice recovered an AK rifle 
from his former work-
place’s locker.

Rather’s confession led 
to the arrest of Dr. Mu-
zamil Ahmad Ganaie 
from Pulwama, who had 
recently returned home 
from Faridabad for his 

sister’s wedding. Based 
on his information, police 
seized a large cache of 
explosives from his rent-
ed accommodation in 
Faridabad. Ganaie report-
edly worked alongside 
Umar Nabi, a key suspect 
in the Delhi blast case.

Following these arrests, 
Inspector Aalam was re-
assigned to the National 
Capital Region to assist in 
related investigations. 
Meanwhile, police in 
Kashmir have intensified 
efforts to trace others 
linked to the network, in-
cluding several doctors 
suspected of aiding re-
cruitment and coordina-
tion across the Line of 
Control.

Pune techie held, Thane teacher questioned by ATS
MUMBAI

 
The Maharashtra Anti-Terror-
ism Squad (ATS) has ques-
tioned a teacher from Thane 
district following the arrest of 
a Pune-based software engi-
neer for alleged links with Al 
Qaeda and other banned or-
ganisations, officials said on 
Wednesday.

According to officials, the 
teacher’s residence in Mum-

bra was reportedly used for 
one of the meetings held by 
the arrested engineer, 
identified as 37-year-
o ld  Zuba i r  Han-
gargekar. The ATS 
a r r e s t e d  H a n -
gargekar on October 
27 for his alleged as-
sociation with Al Qae-
da and Al Qaeda in the 
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), 
and for suspected involve-

ment in radicalisation activi-
ties.

During the investiga-
tion, the ATS found a 

Pakistani contact 
number saved in 
o n e  o f  H a n -
gargekar’s old mo-

bile phones. Further 
inquiry revealed that 

he had travelled to 
Mumbra for a meeting. Act-
ing on this lead, ATS officials 

visited the teacher’s home on 
Tuesday and recorded his 
statement regarding Han-
gargekar’s visit. Officials 
clarified that the teacher is not 
an accused or a witness in the 
case at this stage.

Earlier this month, the ATS 
informed a Pune court that 
Hangargekar frequently deliv-
ered “aggressive” religious 
discourses in the city’s 
Kondhwa area. A search of 

his house led to the recovery 
of mobile phones containing 
deleted PDF files titled ‘Al 
Qaeda in the Indian Subconti-
nent (AQIS) and All Its Man-
ifestations’. Investigators also 
found an Urdu translation of a 
speech by former Al Qaeda 
chief Osama bin Laden and a 
magazine titled ‘Inspire’, 
which included photos of 
weapon training and details 
on making improvised explo-

sive devices (IEDs).
The ATS further recovered 

an old mobile phone from one 
of Hangargekar’s acquain-
tances. Analysis of the device 
revealed five saved interna-
tional contacts—one from 
Pakistan, two from Saudi Ara-
bia, and one each from Ku-
wait and Oman. However, 
officials confirmed that no 
calls had been made to these 
numbers.

India-UNDP renews ties to 
boostr sustainable growth

NEW DELHI
 

MEA Secretary (West) Sibi 
George met UNDP Acting 
Administrator Haoliang Xu in 
New Delhi to discuss ways to 
strengthen India-UNDP col-
laboration in achieving Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and advancing digital 
transformation. The meeting 
focused on enhancing project 
assistance for South-South 
cooperation, addressing cli-
mate challenges in developing 
nations, and supporting global 
reforms under the UN80 
framework, according to 
Randhir Jaiswal, spokesper-
son of the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs. The discussions 
reaffirmed India’s growing 
partnership with the United 
Nations Development Pro-
gramme and its commitment 
to promoting sustainable de-
velopment and clean energy 
initiatives worldwide. India’s 
contributions to the India-UN 
Development Partnership 
Fund were also highlighted as 
a key example of effective 
collaboration. Recently, In-
dia’s Permanent Mission to 
the United Nations showcased 

the Fund’s success in empow-
ering 10 Pacific nations 
through green energy initia-
tives. Under this project, solar 
power has been installed in 12 
public buildings, while 74 lo-
cal technicians received train-
ing. The initiative has benefit-
ed more than 16,500 people 
and is expected to reduce 

9,600 tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions over 25 years. The 
United Nations Office for 
South-South Cooperation 
(UNOSSC) praised India’s 
support for clean energy ef-
forts, citing the installation of 
an 18.25 kW solar system at 
Fiji’s State House, which now 
produces 20,000 units of clean 
electricity annually. UNOSSC 
further highlighted projects in 
Haiti that provide solar-pow-
ered water systems benefiting 
40,000 people. These initia-
tives, supported by the In-
dia-UN Development Partner-
ship Fund and the IBSA Fund, 
underline India’s leading role 
in fostering sustainability and 
innovation through South-
South cooperation.

Rajasthan to host statewide 
iconic Ghoomar Fest on Nov 19

The discussions 
reaffirmed India’s 

growing partnership with 
the United Nations 

Development Programme 
and its commitment to 
promoting sustainable 
development and clean 

energy initiatives 
worldwide

JAIPUR
 

Rajasthan Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Tourism and Arts & 
Culture Minister Diya Kumari 
has announced that the 
Ghoomar Festival 2025 will 
be held for the first time 
across all seven divisional 
headquarters — Jaipur, Jodh-
pur, Bikaner, Ajmer, Udaipur, 
Kota, and Bharatpur — on 
November 19. The main 
state-level event will take 
place at the football ground of 
Vidyadhar Nagar Stadium in 
Jaipur.

Chairing a review meeting 
at Rajasthan Tourism Bhawan 
on Wednesday, Diya Kumari 
said the Ghoomar dance re-
flects Rajasthan’s rich heri-
tage and feminine grace. 
“Ghoomar is not just a dance 
but the cultural identity of Ra-
jasthan,” she said, adding that 
the festival will promote tra-
ditional art and culture glob-
ally. She invited school and 

college students, homemak-
ers, professional dancers, and 
working women to participate 
and showcase their pride in 
Rajasthani culture. People are 
encouraged to attend wearing 
traditional attire to make the 
event vibrant and colourful. 
Participation is free, and reg-
istrations can be made on 
ghoomar.rajasthan.gov.in.

Free Ghoomar workshops 
are being organised in all sev-
en cities. In Jaipur, a six-day 
session is underway at Jawa-
har Kala Kendra from No-
vember 11 to 16. Officials 
said a specially composed 
soundtrack will unite perfor-
mances statewide.

At the Jaipur event, live 
music will accompany the 
dance directed by Jyoti Tomar 
of Gangaur Ghoomar Dance 
Academy. Diya Kumari said 
the festival celebrates Rajas-
than’s culture, women’s em-
powerment, and timeless ar-
tistic beauty.

Afghan bans Pak medicine, 
seeks new routes

NEW DELHI
 

Afghanistan has directed its 
traders to stop importing 
medicines from Pakistan 
within three months, accus-
ing Islamabad of exporting 
low-quality pharmaceutical 
products. 

The Taliban administra-
tion has urged the business 
community to find alterna-
tive trade routes to re-
duce dependency on 
Pakistan.

Deputy Prime 
Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs Mul-
lah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar said the gov-
ernment would not sup-
port traders continuing busi-
ness with Pakistan after the 
notice period. 

He described the influx of 
substandard Pakistani med-
icines as a key problem for 
the country’s health sector.

“Our importers must find 
other supply routes immedi-
ately,” Baradar said, warn-
ing that those tied to Paki-
stani contracts should settle 
their accounts and end oper-
ations within three months. 
He also highlighted the 
need for national trade pro-

tection and sustainability.
Trade routes between Af-

ghanistan and Pakistan have 
remained closed for nearly 
a month, leading to severe 
market disruptions and price 
fluctuations in both coun-
tries. 

Reports suggest that 
while tomato prices have 
soared in Pakistan, Afghan 
markets are witnessing 

steep drops in the prices 
of grapes, pomegran-

ates, and onions.
Baradar urged 

Afghan traders to 
expand links with 

other regional coun-
tries, asserting that 

Afghanistan already has 
access to alternative routes 
and that its economic ties 
have grown stronger than 
before.

He criticised Pakistan for 
using trade and refugee is-
sues as tools of political 
pressure, calling for firm 
guarantees that trade routes 
will not be shut again.

The border, known as the 
Durand Line, has long been 
a flashpoint between the 
two nations, with recurring 
skirmishes despite attempts 
at maintaining peace.

AI Express flight lands safely 
after bomb threat midair

NEW DELHI
 

An Air India Express flight 
from Mumbai to Varanasi 
landed safely on Wednesday 
after receiving a bomb threat 
midair, triggering an immedi-
ate security alert, officials 
confirmed. 

The incident led to a high 
alert at Varanasi’s Lal Baha-
dur Shastri International Air-
port, where authorities swiftly 
implemented emergency safe-
ty measures.

The airline followed stan-
dard security protocols soon 
after the threat was reported. 
“One of our flights to Varana-
si received a security threat. 
The airport was immediately 
alerted, and all necessary se-
curi ty procedures were 
promptly initiated,” the 
spokesperson said.

The flight landed safely, 

and all passengers were de-
boarded without any untow-
ard incident. “The aircraft 
will resume operations once 
all required security checks 
are completed,” the airline 
added.

Meanwhile, sources re-
vealed that in a separate case, 
low-cost airline IndiGo re-
ceived digital security alerts 
targeting five major airports 
— Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, and Thiruvanan-
thapuram. Authorities are ver-
ifying the authenticity of 

these alerts and tracing their 
origin. Aviation and security 
agencies have increased sur-
veillance and deployed addi-
tional security personnel at 
major airports across the 
country as a precautionary 
step. The recent string of se-
curity concerns comes shortly 
after a technical glitch at Del-
hi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport disrupted flight 
operations last week, affect-
ing over 400 flights from 
multiple airlines, including 
Air India and IndiGo.

Officials said that while 
both incidents appear unrelat-
ed, the government has in-
structed all airlines and air-
port authorities to stay on 
high alert and ensure the strict 
implementation of safety pro-
tocols to protect passengers 
and maintain uninterrupted air 
services.
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Israel reopens 
Zikim crossing

 for Gaza aid

Ex-first lady of 
S.Korea seeks bail 
citing poor health

Gaza
Israel reopened the Zikim 
Crossing in northern Gaza 

on Wednesday to allow 
humanitarian aid trucks 
into the region, the mili-
tary’s COGAT unit said. 
The crossing had been 

closed since September 
12, halting supply deliver-
ies, while some aid was 

only entering from south-
ern Gaza. U.N. agencies 

had urged its reopening to 
relieve famine conditions 
in northern Gaza City and 

surrounding areas after 
last month’s Israel-Ha-
mas ceasefire. COGAT 

said the opening follows a 
political directive, and aid 
will be transferred by the 

U.N. and international 
groups after strict security 
checks by the Ministry of 
Defense’s Land Crossings 

Authority.

Seoul
Lawyers for former South 

Korean first lady Kim 
Keon Hee requested bail 
on Wednesday, citing se-

rious health issues, in-
cluding anxiety and dizzi-
ness, while in prison. Kim, 
arrested in August, faces 
charges of stock manipu-

lation, election interfer-
ence, and accepting 

bribes linked to the Unifi-
cation Church. Her law-
yers said she lost con-

sciousness multiple times 
and can comply with 
strict bail conditions. 

Prosecutors opposed, cit-
ing risk of evidence tam-
pering. Kim admitted re-
ceiving two Chanel bags 
from a shaman but de-
nied any collusion or ex-
changing favors. She did 

not speak during the 
hearing, only listening 

with her head bowed, ac-
cording to court reports.

India-Vietnam sign submarine rescue pact
HANOI

India and Vietnam reaffirmed 
their commitment to strength-
ening defence and shipbuild-
ing cooperation during the 
15th India–Vietnam Defence 
Policy Dialogue held in Ha-
noi. Indian Defence Secretary 
Rajesh Kumar Singh met top 
Vietnamese officials, includ-
ing Major General Pham 
Thanh Khiet, Deputy Director 
and Chief of Staff of the Gen-
eral Department of Defence 
Intelligence (GDDI), and Di-
rector of Hong Ha Shipyard.

During his visit to the ship-
yard, Singh highlighted In-

dia’s growing capabilities 
under the “Make in India – 
Make for the World” vision, 
emphasising collaboration in 
defence manufacturing and 
maritime technologies. The 

Ministry of Defence stated 
that both nations discussed 
ways to expand joint projects 
and improve shipbuilding co-
operation for regional security 
and development.

Earlier, Singh called on 
Vietnam’s Minister of Nation-
al Defence, General Phan Van 
Giang, to convey greetings 
from Indian Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh. Both sides 
vowed to deepen defence co-
operation across various do-
mains, including industry 
partnerships, training, and 
maritime support.

A key outcome of the dia-
logue was the signing of a 
Memorandum of Agreement 
on Mutual Submarine Search 
and Rescue Support and a 
Letter of Intent to strengthen 
defence industry collabora-
tion.

Singh and Vietnam’s Depu-
ty Minister of National De-
fence, Senior Lieutenant Gen-
eral Hoang Xuan Chien, co-
chaired the meeting, which 
also inaugurated the sixth 
edition of the India–Vietnam 
Army Exercise VINBAX 
2025. The exercise aims to 
boost interoperability and 
share best practices for United 
Nations peacekeeping mis-
sions.

Additionally, Singh planted 
a Bodhi tree at Hanoi’s histor-
ic Phap Van pagoda, symbol-
ising the deep spiritual and 
cultural ties between the two 
nations through Buddhism.

DEFENCE TIES REINFORCED

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

G7 FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEET

G7 attendance lifts India’s role 
as key voice of Global South 

EAM lauds Moe’s positive approach toward strengthening India-Canada relations
ONTARIO

India’s External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar engaged in 
a series of bilateral meetings 
with global leaders during the 
G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meet-
ing held in Niagara, Canada. 

The two-day event, hosted 
under the Canadian presidency, 
brought together ministers 
from G7 nations and invited 
partners, including India, Bra-
zil, Australia, and South Korea.

Jaishankar met Scott Moe, 
Premier of Saskatchewan, to 
explore deeper cooperation in 
energy, food, and fertilizer 
sectors. He described their 
discussion as warm and con-
structive, appreciating Moe’s 
positive approach toward 
strengthening India-Canada 
provincial relations.

He also held talks with 
Mexican Foreign Minister 
Juan Ramón de la Fuente, fo-

cusing on enhancing collabo-
ration in business, trade, 
healthcare, pharmaceuticals, 
and science and technology. 
“A pleasure to meet FM Dr. 
Juan Ramón de la Fuente of 

Mexico,” Jaishankar shared 
on X, noting progress toward 
expanding bilateral coopera-
tion.

The minister also interacted 
with South African Foreign 

Minister Ronald Lamola, de-
scribing the meeting as a 
pleasant exchange on mutual 
cooperation and global devel-
opments.

India’s participation in the 
G7 gathering underscores its 
growing role as a key voice of 
the Global South in address-
ing international challenges. 
Discussions at the forum cen-
tered on global security, ener-
gy cooperation, economic re-
silience, and strengthening 
ties in the Indo-Pacific region.

According to the Ministry 
of External Affairs, Jaishan-
kar’s presence highlighted 
India’s “continued commit-
ment” to work with interna-
tional partners for peace and 
development. He is expected 
to hold further meetings with 
counterparts from other par-
ticipating countries before the 
conclusion of the ministerial 
sessions later today.

‘Wants war to end 
but peace talks with 

Britain is stalled’
MOSCOW

Efforts to open dialogue be-
tween Russia and Britain have 
stalled, the Kremlin said on 
Wednesday. The talks involved 
Britain’s national security ad-
viser, Jonathan Powell, and 
Kremlin foreign policy aide 
Yuri Ushakov. However, the 
conversation did not progress 
as hoped.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov explained that 
while contact did take 
place, Britain showed 
little interest in hear-
ing Russia’s view on 
the ongoing Ukraine 
conflict. “There were 
indeed contacts. A di-
alogue took place, but it did 
not continue,” Peskov said, 
without providing the exact 
timing of the meeting.

According to Peskov, the 
British side focused mainly on 
European concerns rather than 
listening to Russia’s perspec-
tive. “During this contact, 
there was an acute desire of 
the interlocutor to talk about 
the position of the Europeans 
and a lack of any intention or 

desire to listen to our posi-
tion,” he added.

The move by Powell was 
reported earlier by the Finan-
cial Times, which noted that 

Britain had tried to 
establish a back chan-
nel to Moscow. The 
attempt came amid 
worr ies  that  the 
Trump administration 
in the United States 
might prioritize its 

own approach to Ukraine, po-
tentially sidelining British and 
European interests.

Peskov emphasized that due 
to the inability to exchange 
views meaningfully, the talks 
failed to develop into an ongo-
ing dialogue. The Kremlin’s 
statement highlights continued 
tension and communication 
challenges between Russia and 
Western nations over the con-
flict in Ukraine.

‘Contact did take 
place, Britain showed 

little interest in hearing 
Russia’s view on the 

ongoing Ukraine 
conflict’

Xi pitches closer ties to Spanish amid US strains

Felipe’s visit is the first Spanish monarch state trip to China in 18 years, aiming 
to attract Chinese investment amid US pressure on Spain’s NATO spending

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and Spain’s King Felipe VI 
met in Beijing on Wednesday 
to strengthen economic and 
diplomatic relations between 
their nations, as both sides 
look to balance political ten-
sions and boost trade.

Felipe’s visit marks the first 
state trip by a Spanish mon-
arch to China in 18 years. The 
meeting comes as Spain, un-
der pressure from the U.S. to 
raise its NATO spending, 
seeks fresh Chinese invest-
ment to support its economy 
and expand influence across 
Asia and beyond.

Xi called for a “comprehen-
sive strategic partnership” 

between the two countries, 
emphasizing cooperation that 
would be “steady, dynamic, 
and globally influential.” He 
also proposed that Chinese 
and Spanish companies ex-
plore new opportunities to-
gether in Latin America, 
where Spain has deep cultural 
and economic ties.

Ten cooperation agreements 
were signed during the visit, 
covering food safety, educa-
tion, and space research. Xi 
said both nations could act as 
“constructive forces for peace 
and development.”

Spain’s growing engage-
ment with China, however, 
faces skepticism within the 
European Union, which re-
mains cautious over Beijing’s 

ties with Russia and its indus-
trial policies. Still, Felipe said 
a “relationship of trust” had 
developed, praising the 
long-standing friendship be-
tween the two nations.

Trade tensions have lin-
gered since China imposed 
high tariffs on EU pork after 
the bloc taxed Chinese elec-
tric vehicles. Spain, one of 

Europe’s largest pork export-
ers, abstained from the EU’s 
tariff vote and has since urged 
for smoother trade relations.

Recently, Beijing proposed 
resuming investment talks 
with Spain, frozen since 2021, 
signaling a new chapter of 
diplomatic and economic co-
operation between the two 
partners.

Financial fraud: Gabon leader’s 
family gets 20-year jail 

LIBREVILLE

The wife and son of Gabon’s 
ousted president have been sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison in 
absentia for financial crimes, 
officials said on Wednesday. 

Sylvia Bongo (62) and 
Noureddin Bongo (33) were 
convicted of embezzlement 
and money laundering, charges 
they strongly deny.

The verdict marks another 
blow to a family that ruled Ga-
bon for over half a century. Syl-
via and Noureddin were detained 
soon after the 2023 coup that 
removed Ali Bongo from power. 
The former president had led the 
oil-rich nation since 2009, fol-

lowing the long rule of his fa-
ther, Omar Bongo, who was in 
office for more than 40 years.

After nearly two years in de-
tention, the pair were placed un-
der house arrest in May and later 
flown to Angola for what offi-
cials called “humanitarian rea-
sons.” They are now in Britain, 
where they hold French citizen-
ship and have filed complaints 
alleging arbitrary detention and 
torture in Gabon.

Ten others are currently on 
trial in Libreville on similar 
charges. Noureddin Bongo 
called the verdict a “rub-
ber-stamping exercise” orches-
trated by President Brice Oli-
gui Nguema.

Aus-Indonesia agree on new security 
treaty to tackle security threats

SYDNEY

Australia and Indonesia have 
agreed to establish a new se-
cur i ty  t rea ty  a imed a t 
strengthening cooperation and 
mutual consultation during 
potential security threats, 
leaders of both nations an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese and Indo-
nesian President Prabowo 
Subianto made the announce-
ment during Prabowo’s visit 
to Sydney, marking a renewed 
era of regional collaboration. 
The treaty commits both na-
tions to consult and coordi-
nate responses if either coun-
try’s security is threatened.

“This agreement is a major 
extension of our earlier part-
nerships. If either or both na-
tions face a threat, we will 
consult and consider appro-
priate individual or joint mea-
sures,” Albanese said. He em-
phasized that peace and sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific 
could best be achieved 
through close cooperation be-

tween the two neighbours.
Prabowo echoed these sen-

timents, saying the treaty re-
flects both nations’ determina-
tion to enhance security and 

maintain strong bilateral rela-
tions. “Our goal is to ensure 
peace, friendship, and mutual 
protection,” he said.

Australia’s Foreign Minis-
ter Penny Wong confirmed 
that the treaty is expected to 
be formally signed in 2026. It 
is based on a similar 1995 
agreement that was later with-
drawn in 1999 following Aus-
tralia’s role in East Timor’s 
independence peacekeeping 
mission.

Experts say the new agree-
ment highlights political 
goodwill and strengthens dip-
lomatic trust rather than bind-
ing military commitments.

The announcement follows 
Australia’s recent defence 
pact with Papua New Guinea 
and reflects Canberra’s ongo-
ing efforts to reinforce region-
al partnerships.

For Indonesia, the move 
aligns with its non-aligned 
foreign policy while signaling 
balanced diplomacy amid 
global tensions involving ma-
jor powers like China and 
Russia.

This agreement is a major 
extension of our earlier 

partnerships. If either or both 
nations face a threat, we will 

consult and consider appropriate 
individual or joint measures.

Anthony Albanese, 
Australian Prime Minister

S. Korea unveils blueprint 
for balanced development

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung on Wednesday has 
pledged to reform the coun-
try’s Seoul-focused system to 
promote balanced regional 
development. In his first 
meeting with regional mayors 
and governors since taking 
office in June, Lee empha-
sised that the central and local 
governments must work as 
“equal partners” to 
improve people’s 
livelihoods.

Lee announced 
plans to enhance lo-
cal financial autono-
my and relocate pub-
lic institutions out-
side Seoul. He said more 
subsidies would be directed 
toward regions farther from 
the capital under next year’s 
budget, with local autono-
mous budgets already tripled 
from 3.8 trillion won to 10.6 
trillion won.

The President acknowl-
edged that while South Korea 
introduced elections-based 
local governments 30 years 

ago, decentralisation remains 
incomplete. “Local autonomy 
has been merely symbolic,” 
he said, pledging to accelerate 
reforms that empower local 
administrations and boost re-
gional economies.

Lee also addressed con-
cerns about hate speech and 
disinformation during a Cabi-
net meeting on Tuesday. He 
called such behaviour “crimes 
that must be stamped out” and 

urged the police to act 
firmly. “Discrimina-
tion and hatred based 
on race or origin can-
not be tolerated,” he 
said. South Korea has 
recently seen a rise in 
anti-China demon-

strations and social media 
hostility toward foreign com-
munities. Lee warned that un-
checked hate speech and false 
information threaten democra-
cy and social harmony.

He urged authorities to de-
velop strong mechanisms to 
counter fabricated informa-
tion and appealed to political 
leaders to unite against hate 
crimes.

Indigenous protesters clash 
at COP30 climate summit

BELEM

Dozens of Indigenous protest-
ers forced their way into the 
COP30 climate summit ven-
ue, clashing with security as 
they demanded urgent action 
on forest protection and cli-
mate change. 
  The demonstration disrupted 
the entrance of the United Na-
tions compound in Belem, 
where delegates from around 
the world are attending the 
annual summit.

Protesters waved flags call-
ing for land rights and carried 
signs reading, “Our land is 
not for sale.” Nato, an Indig-
enous leader from the Tu-
pinamba community, told 

Reuters, “We can’t eat money. 
We want our lands free from 
agribusiness, oil exploration, 
illegal miners, and illegal log-
gers.”

Security guards pushed 
back the crowd, using tables 
to block the entrance. Some 
guards were injured during 
the clashes, including one 
who was taken away in a 
wheelchair and another who 
suffered a cut above the eye 
from a heavy stick thrown by 
the protesters. Several sticks 
were confiscated by security.

The UN said the incident 
caused minor injuries and mi-
nor damage to the venue. Bra-
zilian and UN authorities are 
investigating.



SEBI crackdown targets stock tip providers
MUMBAI

 
Most enforcement actions by 
the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) in the 
investment advisory sector 
have been directed toward 
stock tipsters and speculative 
trading call providers rather 
than genuine long-term in-
vestment advisers, a new re-
port revealed on Wednesday.

According to data compiled 
by the Association of Regis-
tered Investment Advisers 
(ARIA), since the SEBI (In-
vestment Advisers) Regula-
tions were introduced in 
2013, the regulator has issued 

218 enforcement orders. Of 
these, 67 per cent—or 147 or-
ders—were against unregis-
tered entities, all of whom 
were involved in short-term 
trading calls and stock tips. 
Among the 71 orders issued 

against registered entities, 92 
per cent targeted those offer-
ing intraday or derivative 
trading services.

Only six orders, less than 3 
per cent of total actions since 
2013, were issued against reg-
istered investment advisers. 
ARIA noted that these cases 
involved procedural lapses 
such as incomplete documen-
tation or Know Your Custom-
er (KYC) gaps, with no in-
stance of investor loss or fund 
misuse.

The trend continued in FY 
2024–25, when SEBI passed 
50 enforcement orders. 
Around 62 per cent were 

against unregistered firms, 
while 30 per cent involved 
registered trading call provid-
ers. The city of Indore 
emerged as a hotspot, ac-
counting for 13 of the 50 ac-
tions taken during the year.

ARIA Chairperson Renu 
Maheshwari said the findings 
indicate SEBI’s enforcement 
focus has primarily been on 
speculative trading services. 
She added that with such pro-
viders now ineligible for reg-
istration, SEBI’s next step 
should be to support credible, 
fiduciary advisers and stream-
line compliance for genuine 
advisory services.

INTRADAY ORDERS SURGE

QUICK READ

Money Supply 
Rises for Sixth 

Consecutive Month

Tata Motors 
shares dip after 

strong debut

UP RERA approves 
six projects worth 

`864 crore

Seoul
South Korea’s money 

supply kept rising for the 
sixth month in a row in 

September, helped by a 
strong stock market and 

higher investment in-
flows, the Bank of Korea 

said. The country’s M2 
money supply reached 

4,430.5 trillion won 
(US$3.02 trillion), up 

0.7% from August and 
8.5% higher than a year 
earlier. Investment trust 
funds grew by 5.7 trillion 

won, and demand de-
posits jumped by 9.5 tril-

lion won. Officials said 
the rise reflected end-of-
quarter balance adjust-

ments and funds waiting 
for new investments 

amid improving econom-
ic conditions and easing 

uncertainties.

Mumbai
Tata Motors’ commer-
cial vehicle arm began 
trading with a strong 
start on Wednesday, 
listing at Rs 335 per 
share on the NSE, a 

28% premium over its 
discovered price of Rs 
260.75. On the BSE, it 

opened at Rs 330.25, up 
26%. However, the 
stock soon slipped 

about 3.5%, touching 
Rs 322.60 on the NSE 
before settling at Rs 

328.65. The listing fol-
lows the company’s de-

merger into separate 
commercial and pas-
senger vehicle units to 

improve focus and 
boost shareholder val-

ue. The demerger, effec-
tive October 1, officially 
created two independ-

ent listed companies 
under the Tata Motors 

brand.

Lucknow
The Uttar Pradesh Real 

Estate Regulatory Author-
ity (UP RERA) has ap-

proved six new real estate 
projects with a total in-

vestment of ₹863.94 
crore across five districts. 

The projects will add 
about 1,470 residential 

and commercial units in 
Bareilly, Kanpur Nagar, 

Noida, Lucknow and 
Varanasi. According to UP 

RERA, Bareilly received 
approval for two projects, 

while the other districts 
got one each. The move 
aims to boost housing 

and infrastructure devel-
opment in the state, pro-
viding more opportunities 

for homebuyers and in-
vestors in both major 

cities and growing urban 
areas. 

BUSINESS 9
ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY NOVEMBER 13, 2025

NIFTY
25,875.80 

USD/INR
88.625

GOLD
12,490/1GM

SILVER
157,950 1KG

SENSEX
84,423.39 

+180.85  PTS +0.185 PAISE +`52 +`2570+552.07  PTS

India, Saudi Arabia strengthen 
trade and investment ties

Goyal praised growing India-Saudi ties, highlighting $41.88 billion bilateral 
trade in 2024–25, with chemicals contributing $4.5 billion

NEW DELHI
 

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal met Saudi 
Arabia’s Investment Minister 
Khalid Al Falih on Wednes-
day to discuss new ways of 
deepening economic and 
trade relations between the 
two nations. The talks focused 
on strengthening cooperation 
in technology, energy, infra-
structure, and startups, re-
flecting the growing partner-
ship between India and Saudi 
Arabia. Goyal shared on so-
cial media that it was a plea-
sure to meet Al Falih and his 
delegation, noting that the 
relationship between both 
countries continues to grow 
“on mutual trust and shared 
prosperity.” Bilateral trade 

between India and Saudi Ara-
bia reached $41.88 billion in 
2024–25, with chemicals and 
petrochemicals contributing 
nearly $4.5 billion, or about 
10 per cent of total trade.

Last month, Goyal partici-
pated in the 7th Future Invest-
ment Initiative (FII) in Ri-
yadh, where he met senior 

Saudi officials including En-
ergy Minister Prince Abdul 
Aziz Bin Salman Al-Saud and 
Commerce Minister Majid 
bin Abdullah AlKassabi. At 
the summit, Goyal co-chaired 
a key session with Al Falih 
titled “From Risk to Opportu-
nity: Strategies for Emerging 
Economies in the New Indus-

trial Policy Era.”
Both ministers later held a 

bilateral meeting to explore 
new investment opportunities 
and promote closer economic 
collaboration. The discussions 
aimed at boosting investment 
flows across sectors to sup-
port growth and reinforce the 
strategic partnership between 
the two countries.

Saudi Arabia remains one 
of India’s most valued eco-
nomic and strategic partners. 
The ongoing cooperation un-
der the India–Saudi Arabia 
Strategic Partnership Council 
continues to expand, particu-
larly in chemicals and petro-
chemicals, as both nations 
work to identify fresh areas 
for joint investment and  
innovation.

Finance Minister 
holds talks with 

MSME stakeholders
NEW DELHI

 
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman met with 
representatives from the Mi-
cro, Small, and Medium En-
terprises (MSME) sector on 
Wednesday as part of the on-
going pre-Budget consulta-
tions for the Union Budget 
2026–27. The meeting, held 
in New Delhi, marked the 
third round of discussions 
aimed at gathering ideas and 
understanding the concerns of 
the MSME community.

Minister of State for Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary, 
along with senior officials 
from the Finance and MSME 
Ministries, also took part in 
the session. The discussions 
centered around challenges 
faced by small businesses, 
policy support, and measures 
to boost growth, innovation, 
and global competitiveness. 
The Finance Ministry shared 
on social media that Sithara-
man chaired the meeting to 
connect with MSME stake-
holders before the upcoming 
budget. Earlier this week, she 
also met with leading econo-
mists as part of the same con-

sultation process. Pre-Budget 
consultations are a key step in 
shaping India’s annual bud-
get. These meetings bring to-
gether policymakers, industry 
experts, trade unions, and so-
cial groups to ensure that the 
final document reflects di-
verse opinions and practical 
needs. By engaging with mul-
tiple sectors, the Finance 
Ministry hopes to build a bal-
anced and inclusive financial 
plan. The consultation with 
MSME representatives forms 
part of a wider series of dis-
cussions that will continue 
over the next few weeks. The 
Union Budget 2026–27 is ex-
pected to be presented in Par-
liament on February 1, 2026, 
following the government’s 
tradition of annual budget an-
nouncements.

Minister Pankaj 
Chaudhary and senior 

Finance and MSME 
officials discussed small 

business challenges, 
policy support, and 

strategies to enhance 
growth, innovation, and 
global competitiveness

The report predicts 2.9% global trade growth in 2025–26 but 
warns protectionism may reduce India’s exports to 16% GDP

India’s inflation may fall further, 
rate cut also possible soon

NEW DELHI
 

India’s inflation for the finan-
cial year 2025–26 is likely to 
average around 2.1 per cent, 
driven by low food prices and 
soft demand, according to a 
report by CareEdge Ratings 
released on Wednesday. 

The agency said that if eco-
nomic growth slows down in 
the second half of FY26, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
may consider cutting interest 
rates to support recovery.

CareEdge also maintained 
its forecast for the Indian ru-
pee at 85–87 against the US 
dollar by the end of FY26. 
This projection is based on a 
softer dollar, a stronger Chi-

nese yuan, and a manageable 
current account deficit sup-
ported by ongoing trade dis-
cussions between India and 
the United States.

The report further predicted 
that global trade volumes 
would rise by about 2.9 per 
cent in 2025–26. 

However, it cautioned that 
risks remain due to protec-
tionism and geopolitical ten-

sions. The IMF’s latest esti-
mates suggest India’s exports 
of goods and services may 
decline to about 16 per cent of 
GDP by 2030, down from 21 
per cent now.

In the first half of FY26, 
India’s non-petroleum exports 
increased by 7 per cent, while 
imports grew by 4.5 per cent, 
mainly from non-petroleum 
goods. 

Exports to the United States 
rose by 13 per cent, reaffirm-
ing the US as India’s largest 
trading partner, accounting 
for nearly one-fifth of India’s 
total exports. 

However, exports of elec-
tronic and petroleum goods 
saw a decline in September.

Adani Ports adopts global 
nature disclosure framework
AHMEDABAD

 
Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone Limited (AP-
SEZ) has become India’s first 
integrated transport utility to 
adopt the Taskforce on Na-
ture-related Financial Disclo-
sures (TNFD) framework. 
This move marks a major step 
toward sustainable and na-
ture-positive infrastructure 
development in the country.

By joining the TNFD net-
work, APSEZ aligns itself 
with global port operators that 
prioritize biodiversity and 
marine conservation. 

The company said it would 
adopt TNFD-aligned report-
ing to identify, assess, and 
disclose nature-related im-
pacts, risks, and opportunities.

The TNFD, backed by or-
ganizations such as the United 
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), the United 
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme Finance Initiative 
(UNEP FI), the World Wild-
life Fund (WWF), and Global 
Canopy, helps businesses in-
tegrate nature considerations 
into financial and strategic 
decisions. Ashwani Gupta, 

Whole-Time Director and 
CEO of APSEZ, said the 
adoption reflects the compa-
ny’s belief that responsible 
business practices lead to 
long-term success. 

He added that the TNFD 
f ramework  s t reng thens 
Adani Ports’ efforts to in-
clude nature-based deci-
sion-making and biodiversi-
ty conservation in its corpo-
rate strategy.

Starting FY26, APSEZ 
will enhance its environmen-
tal disclosures to align fully 
with TNFD recommenda-
tions. The company has al-
ready implemented climate 
risk assessment and global 
reporting standards. 

It has also afforested over 
4,200 hectares of mangroves 
and conserved another 3,000 
hectares, making it India’s 
largest private contributor to 
mangrove restoration.

Operating 15 ports across 
India’s coasts and a fleet of 
127 vessels, APSEZ said the 
new initiative is part of its 
broader ESG strategy to pro-
mote sustainable maritime 
logistics and nature-positive 
growth.

CNH opens new 
Pune centre for 

farmers
NEW DELHI

 
Agricultural equipment maker 
CNH has launched a new 
parts distribution centre near 
its Pune plant to improve af-
ter-sales service across south-
ern and western India. 

This is CNH’s fourth such 
facility in the country, joining 
those in Noida, Indore and 
Sikanderabad. 

The centre will supply parts 
for Case IH sugarcane har-
vesters, New Holland com-
bine harvesters and balers. 
CNH said the site uses ad-
vanced Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) technol-
ogy to boost tracking and ef-
ficiency.  The move aims to 
speed up service delivery, 
support farmers better, and 
strengthen CNH’s growing 
network across India’s key 
agricultural regions.

India’s cement capacity 
to grow sharply by 2028
MUMBAI

 
India’s cement industry is 
preparing for a major expan-
sion, with plans to add 160–
170 million tonnes (MT) of 
grinding capacity between 
financial years 2026 and 
2028, according to a new re-
port by Crisil Ratings. This 
marks a sharp rise from the 
95 MT added in the last 
three years, driven by strong 
demand, higher capaci-
ty use, and optimism 
in infrastructure and 
housing growth.

The expansion 
will involve an esti-
mated capital invest-
ment of around ₹1.2 
lakh crore — nearly 50 per 
cent more than the spending 
in the previous three fiscal 
years. Most of the new ca-
pacity will  be funded 
through internal cash flows, 
reducing financial risk. 
Since a majority of the proj-
ects are brownfield, execu-
tion challenges and costs 
will remain moderate.

Crisil’s analysis of 17 ma-
jor cement makers, repre-

senting 85 per cent of In-
dia’s total 668 MT capacity, 
shows stable credit profiles 
for companies due to strong 
earnings and manageable 
leverage levels. Over the 
next three years, the sector 
is expected to see incremen-
tal demand of 30–40 MT 
annually.

Although some capacity 
additions may temporarily 
lower utilisation rates, Cris-

il expects usage levels 
to return to around 70 
per cent by FY28. 
Around 65 per cent 
of the new capacity 
wil l  come from 

brownfield expan-
sions, and two-thirds 

will be developed as split 
grinding units. 

These smaller, low-cost 
units offer faster completion 
times and better access to 
regional markets, cutting 
transport costs and improv-
ing profitability.

With steady demand and 
prudent investment, India’s 
cement sector looks set for 
sustained growth over the 
next three fiscal years.

India begins probe into 
Chinese rubber imports

NEW DELHI
 

The Directorate General of 
Trade Remedies (DGTR), 
under the Commerce Min-
istry, has launched an an-
ti-dumping investigation 
into imports of a type of 
rubber from China used 
mainly in the automobile 
industry. The probe follows 
a complaint filed by do-
mestic manufacturer Reli-
ance Sibur Elastomers, 
which claimed that low-
priced imports of Halo 
Isobutene and Isoprene 
Rubber are harming Indian 
producers.

In its notification, the 
DGTR stated that the in-
vestigation is based on pri-
ma facie evidence showing 
dumping, injury to the do-
mestic industry, and a clear 
link between the two. If the 
investigation confirms that 
the dumping has caused 
significant damage, the 
DGTR may recommend 
imposing anti-dumping du-
ties on Chinese imports. 
The final decision on the 
levy will be taken by the 
Finance Ministry.

The rubber in question is 

widely used in manufactur-
ing inner tubes for bicy-
cles, passenger cars, trucks, 
and agricultural tyres. It 
also serves as a key materi-
al in hoses, seals, tank lin-
ings, conveyor belts, pro-
tective gear, and sporting 
goods such as ball blad-
ders.

Anti-dumping probes 
help protect domestic in-
dustries from unfair trade 
practices by determining 
whether imported goods 
are being sold below nor-
mal market prices. When 
proven, duties are imposed 
under the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO) frame-
work to ensure fair compe-
tition.

Both India and China are 
members of the WTO, and 
India has previously im-
posed several anti-dumping 
duties to counter cheap im-
ports from multiple coun-
tries, including China. 

The current investigation 
underscores New Delhi’s 
continued efforts to safe-
guard local industries 
against unfair pricing and 
maintain a balanced trade 
environment.

ICRA lifts credit growth outlook for FY26
NEW DELHI

 
Rating agency ICRA has 
raised its projection for India’s 
credit growth in the financial 
year 2025–26, citing stronger 
demand and improved liquid-
ity following recent economic 
measures. The agency now 
expects total credit offtake to 
reach between ₹19.5 trillion 
and ₹21 trillion, up from its 
earlier forecast of ₹19 trillion 
to ₹20.5 trillion. According to 
ICRA, the upward revision 
reflects the positive impact of 
the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) rationalisation and li-
quidity support through cash 
reserve ratio (CRR) cuts by 
the Reserve Bank of India. 
The agency said retail and 

MSME segments would re-
main the main drivers of 
growth, even as lending to 
non-banking financial compa-
nies (NBFCs) and corporates 
stays cautious. ICRA Vice 
President and Sector Head 
Sachin Sachdeva said banks 
recorded ₹10.1 trillion in in-
cremental credit during the 
first half of FY26, supported 
by early festive demand and 
GST reductions. However, 
credit expansion in the second 
half is expected to be steady, 
growing around nine per cent 

over the same period last year. 
On asset quality, ICRA ob-
served a mild rise in new 
non-performing advances 
(NPAs) among private banks 
in the first quarter due to un-
secured retail and MSME 
lending, though the trend 
eased in the second quarter. 
The gross NPA ratio for FY26 
is projected to stay within 
2.1–2.3 per cent, indicating 
overall financial stability. The 
agency’s outlook for banks 
remains stable, with no major 
capital needs expected. Both 
public and private sector 
banks are likely to maintain 
sound solvency, despite a 
slight increase in credit costs 
in the latter half of the fiscal 
year.
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Pran Suvarna turns director 
with Rukmini Radhakrishna
After spending 14 years in 

the film industry as an 
associate director and writer, 
Pran Suvarna is now stepping 
into direction with his debut 
movie Rukmini Radhakrish-
na. The film, also known as 
Majestic-2, is all set for re-
lease soon.

The movie stars Bharat Ku-
mar in the lead role, while 
Mokshita Pai and Riya Sach-
dev play the heroines. The 

muhurat ceremony of the film 
was recently held at the Sri 
Mahalakshmi Temple, Ku-
marakrupa. The first clap was 
given by Film Chamber Pres-
ident R. Narasimhulu, and 
producer R. Hanumantharaju 
switched on the camera to 
mark the beginning of the 
project. Rukmini Radhakrish-
na is a modern retelling of the 
eternal love story of Lord 
Krishna, Radha, and Rukmini. 

The romantic drama unfolds 
as a contemporary love trian-
gle between the main charac-
ters, bringing ancient emo-
tions into a present-day set-
ting. The movie will be shot 
over 60 days, with the first 
schedule in Bengaluru and the 
second in Kumbakonam. Pre-
sented by Shilpa Srinivas, the 
film is produced by N. Hanu-
mantharaju and N.H. Umesh 
Chand, who earlier produced 

Pen Drive.
The film includes six melo-

dious songs composed by Su-
nada Gowtham. Pran Suvarna 
has also written the story and 
screenplay. The technical 
team features Sunil Nara-
simhmoorthy as cinematogra-
pher, M. Lakshman Rao as 
editor, and Mahesh Ram as 
associate director. The team 
hopes to bring a heartfelt love 
story to the big screen soon.

Thithi’ fame actor 
GADAPPA dies at 89
Veteran village actor 

Gadappa, who became a 
household name after his re-
markable performance in the 
award-winning Kannada film 
Thithi, passed away due to 
illness. He was 89.

Born as Channegowda in 
Nodekoppalu village of Man-
dya district, Gadappa was suf-
fering from asthma and 
heart-related ailments. Gadap-
pa’s performance in Thithi 
earned him immense recogni-
tion both in India and abroad. 
His portrayal of the carefree, 
philosophical old man was 
loved by audiences and critics 
alike, making him an over-
night star in his late 80s. After 
the success of Thithi, Gadap-
pa went on to act in nearly ten 
other films, including Tarle 
Village, Johnny Mera Naam, 

and Halli Panchayathi. Each 
role reflected his natural act-
ing style and connection to 
rural life.

Born and raised in poverty, 
Gadappa’s life took a positive 
turn after his film debut. 

The income from his acting 
career helped him provide for 
his family and live comfort-
ably in his later years. His 
family, friends, and fans are 
deeply saddened by his pass-
ing.

Gadappa’s final rites were 
held in his native village, 
Nodekoppalu. 

Though he is no longer 
with us, his unforgettable per-
formance in Thithi and his 
inspiring journey from a sim-
ple villager to a celebrated 
actor will continue to live in 
people’s hearts.

Srujan Lokesh 
makes directorial debut with ‘GST’
Popular Kannada actor 

and producer Srujan 
Lokesh has turned director 
with his upcoming film 
GST, produced by Sandesh 
N under the banner of 
Sandesh Productions and 
presented by veteran pro-
ducer Sandesh Nagaraj. The 
trailer of the film was re-
leased recently, and GST is 
set to hit theaters on No-
vember 28.

Real Star Upendra un-
veiled the trailer, while Pri-
yanka Upendra released a 
song promo to be launched 
on November 14. The event 
was attended by Upendra, 

Priyanka, and senior actress 
Tara Anuradha, who extend-
ed their best wishes to the 
team.

Explaining the title, Sru-
jan said, GST stands for 
Ghost in Trouble, but now 
we call it Go See in Theater. 
He described the movie as 
his dream project made pos-
sible by producer Sandesh 
and revealed that it marks 
his debut as a director.

Srujan highlighted a rare 
family connection, noting 
that his grandfather Subbai-
ya Naidu introduced his fa-
ther Lokesh as a child actor, 
and his father later directed 

Bujangayyana Dashavatara, 
where Srujan appeared as a 
child. Now, his son Sukruth 
debuts in GST, making it 
the first Kannada film to 
feature three generations 
from the same family.

Describing GST as a hor-
ror-comedy filled with hu-
mor, Srujan said it focuses 
on entertainment rather than 
fear. He also launched his 
own label, Lokesh Music, 
for the film’s soundtrack.

Legendary cr icketer 
Sachin Tendulkar even sent 
his wishes and a signed bat 
to Srujan for his directorial 
debut.

Dwayne Johnson 
begins filming Jumanji 3
The game is back for one final round! Global superstar 

Dwayne The Rock Johnson has officially confirmed that 
production for Jumanji 3—the final chapter of the hit adven-
ture franchise—has begun. The much-anticipated film is set 
for  a  grand release during Chris tmas 2026.

Johnson shared the news on social media, posting a behind-
the-scenes photo with co-stars Jack Black, Karen Gillan, and 
Kevin Hart during the cast’s table read in Los Angeles, where 
filming is also taking place. In his post, he wrote, What a 
massive, fun, heartfelt adventure. It feels right for our beloved 
Jumanji series to end on a beautiful note. Our jaws hurt from 
laughing so much—we’ve really missed this joy. Let’s make 
a great one to close the game. Directed by Jake Kasdan, who 
also helmed the previous two installments, Jumanji 3 prom-
ises a mix of action, humor, and emotion that has made the 
series a global favorite. The film will once again transport 
audiences into the thrilling, unpredictable world of Jumanji, 
f i l led with wild creatures,  dangerous quests ,  
and heartwarming teamwork. 

The movie will serve 
as the final adventure 
for the ensemble 
cas t—Johnson , 
Black, Gillan, and 
H a r t — w h o s e 
chemistry and per-
formances have 
been central to the 
f r a n c h i s e ’ s 
wor ldwide 
success.

Netizens allege bot use 
for Thalapathy Vijay’s 

‘Jana Nayagan’ song

Thalapathy Vijay’s up-
coming film ‘Jana Nay-

agan’ has sparked a social 
media storm after its first 
single, ‘Thalapathy Katch-
eri’, witnessed a sudden 
surge in YouTube views. 
Netizens alleged that bots 
were used to inflate the 
song’s numbers, prompting 
YouTube to issue an official 
clarification.

Initially, the song gar-
nered 12 million views on 
its first day and 15 million 
within two days. Some users 
mocked the modest num-
bers, questioning Vijay’s 
star power with comments 
like Is this Ghilli Power? 
However, a sharp spike of 
over 3 million views within 
a few hours led to suspicions 
of artificial boosting, with 
the hashtag ThalapathyBots 
trending across social media 
platforms.

Addressing the controver-
sy, YouTube explained that 
temporary slowdowns or 
freezes in view counts occur 

as part of its verification 
process. The company stat-
ed, We have systems in 
place to verify if engage-
ment metrics—likes, views, 
or subscriptions—are from 
legitimate human sources. 
View counts can slow or 
freeze while we confirm 
their authenticity.

Despite the controversy, 
‘Thalapathy Katcheri’ has 
now crossed 33 million 
views and continues to trend 
online. 

The song’s success has in-
tensified excitement for 
‘Jana Nayagan’, touted as 
Thalapathy Vijay’s final film 
before stepping away from 
cinema.

Directed by [Director’s 
Name if known], ‘Jana Nay-
agan’ is slated for release on 
January 9, ahead of the Pon-
gal 2026 festival. 

Fans and industry insiders 
alike are eagerly waiting to 
see if the film can set new 
box office benchmarks 
during its festive release.

Vijay Deverakonda, Prakash Raj 
questioned by Telangana CID 

Telugu actors Vijay Deverakonda and 
Prakash Raj appeared before the Telan-

gana Crime Investigation Department 
(CID) on Tuesday for questioning in con-
nection with an ongoing probe into the al-
leged promotion of online betting applica-
tions.

The CID’s Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) interrogated both actors about their 
involvement in promotional activities for 
betting platforms and the financial transac-
tions linked to those endorsements. 

The questioning, which began around 
3 p.m., followed fresh summons issued 
by the agency earlier this week.

A senior CID official, confirmed that 
the actors were questioned in relation 
to a separate case currently under ac-
tive investigation. 

The SIT reportedly sought details 
regarding payments, commissions, and 
contractual agreements connected to the 
promotions.

The Telangana government had formed 
the Special Investigation Team in March 
2025 to investigate unauthorized online 
betting platforms and their promotional 
networks. 

The SIT operates under the direct super-
vision of the Director-General of Police 
a n d  t h e  C I D chief.

On the pro-
f e s s i o n a l 
front, Vijay 
Deverakon-
da was last 
s e e n  i n 
‘Kingdom’, 
directed by 
G o w t h a m 
Tinnanuri, 

alongside Bhagyashri Borse and Satyadev. 
He is currently filming ‘Rowdy Janardha-
na’ with Keerthy Suresh, directed by Ravi 
Kiran Kola, and is also slated to collabo-
rate with Rahul Sankrityayan for his next 
project, tentatively titled ‘VD14’.

Veteran actor Prakash Raj, meanwhile, 
was last seen in Pawan Kalyan’s ‘They Call 
H i m OG’, directed by 

Sujeeth.

‘Khajuraho Dreams’ 
to release on Dec 5 

The much-awaited Malay-
alam film ‘Khajuraho 

Dreams’, featuring Arjun 
Ashokan, Sharaf U Dheen, 
Sreenath Bhasi, and Chand-
hunadh in key roles, is all set 
to hit theatres on December 
5. Announced in 2023, the 
film promises a humorous 
and heartwarming road trip 
filled with friendship, fun, 
and self-discovery.

The makers revealed the 
release date along with a col-
orful new poster featuring the 
lead cast, captioned, Sending 
our heartfelt wishes to the en-
tire team of Khajuraho-
Dreams. In cinemas this De-
cember 5th.

Directed by debutant 
Manoj Vasudev and written 
by  Se thu ,  ‘Kha juraho 
Dreams’ follows a group of 
friends who embark on a 
spontaneous road trip from 
Kerala to the historic Khaju-

raho temples in Madhya 
Pradesh.  Their  journey 
through Wayanad, Mysuru, 
Hubballi, and Nashik turns 
into a string of hilarious ad-
ventures and unexpected ex-
periences.

The film boasts a talented 
ensemble including Aditi 
Ravi, Dhruvan, Raj Arjun, 
Johnny Antony, Sohan Seenu-
lal, and Sadiq. Gopi Sundar 
has composed the music, fea-
turing four original tracks that 
blend emotion and energy.
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The Chase Is Over for Rory  
McIlroy-But He Keeps Running

Kai Trump Joins Miami  
Golf Recruiting Class

Former Chelsea Star Oscar 
Hospitalized After Cardiac Scare

After completing the career 
Grand Slam at Augusta, Rory 

McIlroy has nothing left to prove 
— yet he keeps finding new rea-
sons to play. Nearing the end of a 
remarkable year, he’s set to claim a 
seventh Race to Dubai title, one 
short of Colin Montgomerie’s re-
cord. “To get one closer to Monty 
would be amazing,” he said. McIl-

roy admits his desire remains, 
though no longer driven by pursuit. 
“I’ve gotten everything I ever 
thought I would out of the game,” 
he said. Now, golf is about enjoy-
ment — from winning at Pebble 
Beach to representing Europe — and 
perhaps, one day, chasing Olympic 
gold. The chase may be over, but 
McIlroy isn’t slowing down.

Kai Trump, granddaughter of for-
mer U.S. President Donald 

Trump, has officially signed to play 
golf for the University of Miami. The 
17-year-old finalized her commitment 
during a ceremony at her high school 
near Mar-a-Lago, though Miami could 
only confirm the signing on Wednes-
day — the first day of the NCAA Di-
vision I signing period. Kai, daughter 

of Donald Trump Jr., said she chose 
Miami for its “great coaches” and 
proximity to home. Hurricanes coach 
Janice Olivencia praised Kai’s talent 
and composure, calling her “a strong 
competitor with great energy.” Cur-
rently making her LPGA debut at The 
Annika, Kai’s arrival promises to 
bring both excitement and attention to 
Miami’s women’s golf program.

F ormer Chelsea and Brazil mid-
fielder Oscar is in stable condition 

after suffering a cardiac complication 
during pre-season fitness testing, his 
club Sao Paulo announced. According 
to Brazilian media, the 34-year-old 
collapsed while undergoing tests on 
an exercise bike and was unconscious 
for about two minutes before being 
rushed to hospital. Sao Paulo said Os-

car was promptly treated by club and 
hospital medical staff and remains 
under observation for further evalua-
tion. Oscar, who rejoined his boyhood 
club in 2024 after several successful 
years in China, has a contract with 
Sao Paulo until 2027. The former 
Chelsea star won two Premier League 
titles and a Europa League trophy 
during his time in England.

ABU DHABI CORAL GABLES SAO PAULO

Messi’s Barcelona Return 
‘Unrealistic,’ Says Club 
President Joan Laporta

Laporta rules out Messi’s comeback but 
plans grand tribute at renovated Camp Nou

BARCELONA

Barcelona president Joan Lapor-
ta has ruled out the possibility of 
Lionel Messi returning to the 
club as a player, calling such 
speculation “unrealistic.” The re-
marks come after Messi made a 
surprise visit to the Camp Nou 
on Sunday, expressing his wish 
to “return one day, not just to say 
goodbye.”

Messi, 38, left Barcelona in 
2021 after two decades due to the 
club’s severe financial crisis, 
which prevented them from re-
newing his contract. The eight-
time Ballon d’Or winner went on 
to play for Paris Saint-Germain 
before joining Inter Miami in 
Major League Soccer.

“Out of respect for Messi and 
the professionals at Barça, I be-

lieve making unrealistic specula-
tions isn’t appropriate,” Laporta 
said. The president, who oversaw 
Messi’s departure, said he had no 
regrets, stressing that “Barça is 
above everything.”

However, Laporta confirmed 
plans for a tribute match in hon-
our of Messi once the renovated 
Camp Nou reopens. “Things 
didn’t end the way we would 
have liked. If this tribute can 
make up for that, it would be a 
good thing,” he said. “He de-
serves the best farewell in the 
world, in front of 105,000 fans.”

Laporta also revealed that 
Messi’s recent visit to the stadi-
um was a spontaneous act of af-
fection for the club. “It was a 
gesture of love toward Barça. 
There was no prior arrange-
ment,” he noted.

Rubiales Claims 
‘Far-Left’ Smear 

After Assault 
Conviction

MADRID

Former Spanish football fed-
eration (RFEF) president Luis 
Rubiales, convicted of sexual 
assault for forcibly kissing 
footballer Jenni Hermoso, 
claimed that he was a victim 
of a “far-left conspiracy.” Ru-
biales was fined €10,800 
($12,500) for kissing Hermo-
so without consent during the 
medal ceremony following 
Spain’s 2023 Women’s World 
Cup victory in Sydney.

Rubiales insisted the kiss 
was consensual. “As presi-
dent, I should have behaved 
more coolly, more institution-
ally. But no, I do not apolo-
gise to Jenni Hermoso be-
cause I asked her if I could 
kiss her, and she said ‘okay,’” 
he said.

The 48-year-old said he 
plans to appeal the conviction 
before Spain’s Supreme 
Court, alleging he was target-
ed by “a sudden far-left 
movement” that created a 
“parallel reality.” Rubiales ar-

gued that 
the out-
rage over 
h i s  a c -
tions was 
used as “a 
s m o k e -
screen” to 

shield Prime Minister Pedro 
Sánchez from criticism.

Rubiales, who resigned un-
der international pressure, has 
also written a book titled Kill-
ing Rubiales, describing what 
he calls his “public assassina-
tion.”

Spain’s updated penal code 
categorises any non-consen-
sual kiss as sexual assault, 
expanding legal protections 
against all forms of sexual vi-
olence. The scandal forced 
Rubiales out of office and re-
sulted in a three-year ban 
from football-related activi-
ties. The controversy turned 
Hermoso, Spain’s all-time top 
scorer, into a symbol of resis-
tance against sexism and 
abuse in sport.

Meanwhile, Rubiales re-
mains under investigation for 
alleged financial irregularities 
worth millions of euros tied to 
the Spanish Super Cup’s relo-
cation to Saudi Arabia — a 
deal involving a company 
owned by former Barcelona 
defender Gerard Piqué. Rubi-
ales denied wrongdoing, stat-
ing, “I’ve never taken commis-
sions; on the contrary, I’ve 
stopped them from happening.”

Lyndon Dykes Eyes 
‘Career Pinnacle’ to 

Ease Euro Heartbreak
PIRAEUS

Lyndon Dykes says help-
ing Scotland reach their 
first World Cup in nearly 
three decades would ease 
the pain of missing Euro 
2024 through injury. 
Steve Clarke’s side can 
seal qualification if they 
draw against Greece on 
Saturday and beat Den-
mark at Hampden Park 
three days later.

The Birmingham City 
striker was ruled out of 
last year’s European 
Championship after pick-
ing up an injury in the 
pre-tournament training 
camp. “Missing the Euros 
was a big blow,” Dykes 
said. “I want to play as 
many games and tourna-
ments for Scotland as pos-
sible. Hopefully, I can play 
my part in helping us 
reach the World Cup.”

Scotland last featured at 
a World Cup in 1998, be-

fore several current squad 
members were even born. 
For Dykes, 30, playing on 
football’s biggest stage 
would be a dream realised. 
“To play in a World Cup 
— I never thought I’d get 
the chance,” he said. “It’s 
the pinnacle of your ca-
reer, something every 
player dreams of.”

Dykes praised the 
team’s collective spirit, 
which he believes has 
been key to their recent 
success. “We’ve shown 
over the past few years 
that, when we’re togeth-
er, we get things done,” 
he said. “There’s no real 
pressure — just focus on 
doing our job in these 
last two games.”

Scotland are currently 
level on 10 points with 
Denmark and have already 
guaranteed at least a play-
off spot. A win in either of 
their remaining fixtures 
will confirm their long- 
awaited return to the WC 
stage, ending a 27-year ab-
sence from the tournament.

Scotland  
striker hopes to 

secure World 
Cup berth after 

missing Euro 
2024 through 

injury.

Djokovic Questions ‘Lack of Transparency’ in Sinner’s Doping Suspension
BELGRADE

Novak Djokovic has ques-
tioned the handling of Italian 
star Jannik Sinner’s doping 
suspension, saying the case 
lacked transparency and con-
sistency. The Serbian legend 
compared the controversy to 
his own Covid-19 vaccine 
saga that led to his deporta-
tion from Australia in 2022.

“That cloud will follow him 
just as the Covid one follows 
me,” Djokovic said, referring 
to Sinner’s two-month ban 
earlier this year after traces of 
the banned substance closte-

bol were found in his system. 
Sinner’s team had claimed the 
substance entered his body 
accidentally through a phys-
iotherapist’s hand cream.

Djokovic, who has known 
Sinner since he was a teenag-
er, expressed both sympathy 
and surprise. “He was always 
very genuine, quiet, and hum-

ble. When this happened, I 
was shocked, honestly,” he 
said.

However, Djokovic criti-
cised how the case was man-
aged by tennis authorities, 
noting “a lack of transparen-
cy” and “convenience” in the 
timing of Sinner’s suspension, 
which fell between the Aus-
tralian and French Opens. 
“There were so many red 
flags. The inconsistency be-
tween how top and low-
er-ranked players are treated 
is very odd,” he said.

Despite his concerns, 
Djokovic insisted he does not 
believe Sinner intentionally 
cheated. “I want to believe 
him. He didn’t do it on pur-
pose, but as a player, he is 
responsible. Those are the 
rules,” Djokovic noted, add-
ing that he empathised with 
the media scrutiny Sinner has 
faced.

Sinner, who has since re-
turned to competition, is cur-
rently aiming for his second 
ATP Finals title in Turin, 
while Djokovic has with-
drawn from the tournament 
citing injury concerns.

DJOKOVIC ON SINNER

After a historic road victory, Indiana  
seeks focus ahead of Wisconsin clash

Indiana Faces Challenge of 
Refocusing After Emotional 
Win at Penn State
BLOOMINGTON

Indiana is determined to move 
past the emotional high of its 
historic 27-24 win over Penn 
State as it prepares to face 
Wisconsin this weekend. The 
thrilling victory, sealed by 
Omar Cooper Jr.’s spectacular 
toe- tap  touch-
down, marked In-
diana’s first-ever 
road win against 
the powerhouse 
Nittany Lions and 
one of the defining 
moments in Hoo-
siers football his-
tory.

Head coach Curt 
Cignetti admitted 
he was moved by the win but 
stressed the importance of 
staying grounded. “I did get a 
little choked up because I was 
so proud of our guys,” he 
said. “Now, we’ve got to turn 
the page. Wisconsin’s next.”

Ind iana’s  r i se  under 

Cignetti has been 
remarkable. After 
years of mediocrity, 
the Hoosiers emerged as a na-
tional contender last season, 
recording landmark victories 
over Michigan and Purdue 
while earning their first Col-
lege Football Playoff berth. 

Though losses to 
Ohio State and 
Notre Dame ended 
their  t i t le run, 
those setbacks be-
came motivation 
for this year ’s 
campaign.

Q u a r t e r b a c k 
Fernando Mendo-
za, who has been 
instrumental in In-

diana’s unbeaten start, reflect-
ed on the team’s resilience 
through key wins over Illi-
nois, Iowa, Oregon, and most 
recently Penn State. “This is 
the best moment of my ca-
reer,” he said. “But we know 
the mission isn’t over.”

Fired Coach 
Kelly Sues LSU 

over $54 Million 
Contract Dispute
BATON ROUGE

Former LSU football coach 
Brian Kelly has filed a law-
suit against the university, al-
leging it has refused to honor 
the full $54 million buyout 
owed following his dismissal 
last month. The suit, filed in 
East Baton Rouge Parish civ-
il court, contends that LSU 
has shifted its position on the 
nature of Kelly’s termination, 
now claiming it intends to fire 
him “for cause” — a move 
that would drastically reduce 
his payout.

Kelly’s attorneys argue that 
the university initially in-
formed them he was fired 
without cause after LSU’s 49-
25 loss to No. 3 Texas A&M 
on October 26. However, the 
lawsuit states LSU represen-
tatives only this week intro-
duced the claim that “grounds 
for termination for cause ex-
isted.” The university, accord-
ing to the filing, has yet to 
specify those grounds.

The 64-year-old coach, who 
signed a 10-year, $100 mil-
lion contract in 2021, went 
34-14 with LSU and secured 
three bowl victories. Despite 
the success, the Tigers failed 
to reach the College Football 
Playoff under his tenure.

Kelly’s legal team is seeking 
a declaratory judgment affirm-
ing that he was dismissed with-
out cause and is entitled to his 
full buyout. “LSU never assert-
ed that Coach Kelly engaged in 
any conduct that would warrant 
such a termination,” the filing 
states.

Complicating matters, LSU 
athletic director Scott Wood-
ward resigned shortly after 
Kelly’s firing amid political 
intervention by Louisiana 
Gov. Jeff Landry, who criti-
cized the contract’s cost. The 
lawsuit further alleges LSU 
now claims Woodward lacked 
authority to fire Kelly or ne-
gotiate settlement terms. Kelly 
has rejected LSU’s reported 
settlement offers of $25 million 
and $30 million but remains 
open to negotiation, insisting 
any deal must “make sense fi-
nancially.” LSU officials have 
declined to comment on the 
ongoing litigation.

Murphy, Cleveland’s Vogt Win 
Manager of the Year Again

CHICAGO

Milwaukee Brewers skipper 
Pat Murphy and Cleveland 
Guardians manager Stephen 
Vogt have each been named 
Manager of the Year for the 
second straight season, mark-
ing rare back-to-back honors 
in both leagues. Murphy joins 
legendary Braves manager 
Bobby Cox as the only two-
time consecutive National 
League winner, while Vogt 
becomes the first repeat 
American League recipient 

since Kevin Cash in 2021.
Murphy, 67, guided Mil-

waukee to a franchise-best 
97-65 record and a division 
title. The Brewers surged in 
the second half of the season 
with a remarkable 29-4 run, 
including a 14-game win 
streak. They eliminated the 
Chicago Cubs in the Division 
Series before bowing out to 
the Dodgers in the NLCS. 
“We had guys that were aware 
and hungry, and that makes 
the manager look good,” 
Murphy said.

WC QUALIFIERS 
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The Buffalo Bills have added depth 
to their receiving corps by sign-

ing former Kansas City Chiefs wide 
receiver Mecole Hardman to their 
practice squad. The 27-year-old 
speedster, a three-time Super Bowl 
champion, brings six seasons of NFL 
experience, including five with Kan-
sas City. Hardman, released from 
Green Bay’s practice squad in Sep-

tember, is best known for his 
game-winning touchdown catch in 
the Chiefs’ 2023 Super Bowl victory 
over San Francisco. After productive 
early seasons with 2,088 receiving 
yards and 18 touchdowns, his output 
has declined due to injuries. The Bills, 
struggling to stretch the field this sea-
son, also placed rookie defensive end 
Landon Jackson on injured reserve.

Former South Africa captain 
Graeme Smith expressed confi-

dence in his team’s spin duo — Ke-
shav Maharaj  and Senuran 
Muthuswamy — ahead of the Test 
series against India, which begins 
at Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Fri-
day. Smith said the venue was a 
good place to start and backed his 
bowlers to take 20 wickets in the 

match. Speaking at an SA20 India 
Day event in Mumbai, Smith jok-
ingly referred to former teammate 
and current India bowling coach 
Morne Morkel as “the enemy now.” 
Faf du Plessis, also present at the 
event, stressed the importance  
of a strong start in the short two-
Test series, lamenting the reduced 
format.

Afghanistan cricket captain 
Rashid Khan has confirmed his 

second marriage after rumours cir-
culated online claiming he had tied 
the knot again. Photos of Rashid 
sitting beside a woman in tradition-
al Afghan attire at a charity event 
had gone viral, sparking specula-
tion. Clarifying on Instagram, 
Rashid said he married “a woman 

who embodies love, peace, and 
partnership” on August 2, 2025.  
He added that the viral video was 
taken at the launch of the Rashid 
Khan Charity Foundation in the 
Netherlands. “It’s unfortunate to 
see assumptions being made. She is 
my wife, and we stand together 
with nothing to hide,” Rashid 
wrote.

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. MUMBAI KABUL

Bills Sign Former Chiefs Receiver 
Mecole Hardman to Practice Squad

Graeme Smith Backs South Africa’s 
Spinners Ahead of India Test Series

Rashid Khan Confirms Second 
Marriage amid Ongoing Rumours

Ben Stokes Defends 
England’s Ashes Build-Up

England aims to break 14-year winless streak in Aus starting Nov 21
PERTH

England skipper Ben Stokes 
has defended his team’s limit-
ed preparation for the upcom-
ing Ashes series, brushing 
aside criticism from former 
players who questioned the 
absence of traditional warm-
up matches before the first 
Test against Australia in Perth 
on November 21.

The series marks England’s 
latest bid to end a 14-year win-
less run in Australia. Stokes 
and Joe Root—both seasoned 
campaigners—are yet to win a 
Test on Australian soil, while 
no member of the current squad 
remains from the 2010-11 se-
ries triumph.

England’s only practice fix-
ture ahead of the five-Test 
series is a three-day game 
against the England Lions at 
Lilac Hill, beginning Thurs-
day. This minimalist approach 
drew disapproval from Ashes 
legends Ian Botham, Geoffrey 
Boycott and Ian Healy, who 
argued that traditional warm-

ups help players adjust to lo-
cal conditions.

However, Stokes insisted 
the team’s planning has been 
adequate. “Time has to be 
considered. Some of our play-
ers were in New Zealand for 
the white-ball series,” he said, 
referring to England’s recent 
3-0 ODI loss. “We’ve done 
everything possible to prepare 
the best we can.” Stokes also 
pointed to cricket’s congested 
calendar, noting that prepara-
tion now differs from “10, 15, 
20 years ago.”

Meanwhile, Australia faced 
its own injury concerns as 
pacers Josh Hazlewood and 
Sean Abbott underwent scans 
after leaving a domestic match. 
Hazlewood was later cleared, 
while Abbott was sidelined 
with a hamstring strain. Pat 
Cummins, recovering from a 
back injury, expressed confi-
dence in Hazlewood’s fitness 
ahead of the Perth opener, 
which will be followed by Tests 
in Brisbane, Adelaide, Mel-
bourne, and Sydney.

Alcaraz Defeats Fritz, 
Moves within One Win 
of Year-End No. 1 Spot

TURIN

Carlos Alcaraz moved to 
within one victory of securing 
the year-end world No. 1 
ranking after a hard-fought 
6-7 (2), 7-5, 6-3 win over 
Taylor Fritz at the ATP Finals 
on Tuesday. The Spanish star, 
who improved to 2-0 in the 
group stage, can seal the top 
ranking by winning either 
his final group match 
against Lorenzo 
Musetti or his 
semifinal clash.

Alcaraz, 22, 
produced 47 
w i n n e r s  t o 
Fritz’s 38 and 
overcame 14 aces 
from the American 
to clinch a semifinal 
berth after Musetti edged 
Alex de Minaur 7-5, 3-6, 
7-5 later in the day. “It was 
a really demanding match, 
physically and mentally,” 
Alcaraz said. “I’m proud of 
how I handled the big mo-
ments and played my best 
when it mattered.”

The victory keeps 
Alcaraz in control 
of the race for 
the No. 1 spot. 
However, if 
he fails to win 
a n o t h e r 
match and 
defending 
champion 
J a n n i k 
S i n n e r 
goes un-
beaten in 
Turin, the 
Italian will 
overtake him 

for the year-end crown.
Fritz, who has battled knee 

tendinitis throughout the sea-
son, admitted that the injury 
affected his play in the decid-
ing set. “My knee is com-
pletely cooked,” he said. “I 
started feeling it toward the 
end of the first set, but it real-
ly limited me in the third. I 
struggled to bend my leg and 

push off on my serve.”
Musetti, a late re-
placement for No-

vak Djokovic—
who withdrew 
due to a shoul-
der  in jury—
joins Alcaraz, 
Fritz, and De 

Minaur in the 
Jimmy Connors 

group. The top two 
will progress to the 
semifinals. Sinner 
leads the other 
group after defeat-
ing  Fe l ix  Au-
ger-Aliassime in 

his opening match.

 If Jannik Sinner 
goes unbeaten 

and Alcaraz 
loses again, 
Sinner takes 

top spot.

 India and South Africa face off in a two-Test series from November 14

Keshav Maharaj Says SA Hungry 
to End 15-Year Wait in India

KOLKATA

South Africa’s seasoned spin-
ner Keshav Maharaj said his 
team is determined to end 
their 15-year wait for a Test 
victory in India, calling the 
upcoming series one of the 
toughest assignments on the 
Proteas’ cricket cal-
endar. India and 
South Africa are 
set to meet in a 
two-Test series 
beginning No-
vember 14, with 
Kolkata and Gu-
wahati hosting 
the matches.

“There’s a 
real hunger 
and  des i r e 
wi th in  the 
camp to beat 
India in In-
dia,” Maharaj 
said during an 

online media interaction. “It’s 
probably one of the toughest 
tours, if not the toughest, for 
any South African side. We 
see it as a great opportunity to 

measure how far we’ve 
come.”

Despite being one 
of the most compet-

itive Test teams 
globally, South 

Africa have 
failed to win 
a  s i n g l e 
match  in 
their  las t 

two Indian 
tours — in 2015 

and 2019 — where 
spinners Ravichan-
dran Ashwin and 
Ravindra Jadeja dom-

inated. Maharaj, how-
ever, remains optimis-
tic about his side’s 
adaptability and be-
lieves the pitches this 

time will be more balanced.
“I don’t think it will be as 

spin-friendly as we experi-
enced in Pakistan,” he said. 
“The wickets should be good 
for batting early on and then 
gradually deteriorate, offering 
more of a traditional Test 
challenge.”

Maharaj also noted the 
changing approach to pitch 
preparation in India, pointing 
to the more even surfaces 
seen during the West Indies 
series earlier this year. “India 
are a wonderful team in tran-
sition, but we’re confident 
and prepared,” he added.

The left-arm spinner said 
the Proteas will carry momen-
tum from their recent tour of 
Pakistan, where they fought 
back to level the series. 
“There’s real precision in how 
we’ve gone about our plans,” 
Maharaj said. “We’re ready to 
give everything.”

‘No Forgiveness for Us, Expected to Perform Like Robots,’ Says Rauf
RAWALPINDI

Pakistan pacer Haris Rauf has 
spoken candidly about the 
pressure and scrutiny interna-
tional cricketers face, saying 
players are often treated like 
“robots” expected to perform 
flawlessly every time they 
step on the field. Rauf made 
the remarks after leading Pa-
kistan to a narrow six-run vic-
tory over Sri Lanka in the first 

ODI on Tuesday, where he 
claimed four wickets, includ-
ing a decisive three-wicket 
burst.

“There is no for-
giveness for us,” 
Rauf said after the 
match. “We are ex-
pected to perform 
like robots, but we 
are human beings and 
can have bad days.”

The 31-year-old fast bowler 

has faced heavy criticism in 
recent months, particularly 
after the Asia Cup final 

against India, where 
he conceded 50 runs in 
just 3.4 overs, becom-
ing the most expensive 
bowler of the match. 
Reflecting on that per-
formance, Rauf admit-
ted that plans do not 

always work out in big games. 
“The main thing is you don’t 

give up. One bad day doesn’t 
define you. We keep working 
on improving and rectifying 
our mistakes,” he said.

Rauf, who served a two-
match suspension earlier this 
year for making offensive 
gestures during an Asia Cup 
fixture, emphasized that fans 
should not question players’ 
commitment even during fail-
ures. “No player likes being 
criticised. You might have 10 

good matches and one bad 
game, and everyone will re-
member the bad one,” he said.

Expressing his ambition to 
expand his role for Pakistan, 
Rauf added that he remains 
eager to play Test cricket. “I 
want to play Tests too,” he 
said. “If the selectors give me 
a chance, I’ll be ready — but 
I just need advance notice so 
I can prepare properly for red-
ball cricket.”

Shrivalli Confident Home 
Crowd Will Boost Chances
BENGALURU

India’s Shrivalli Bhamidipaty 
believes that playing in front 
of a home crowd will give her 
and her teammates a crucial 
edge as they gear up for the 
Billie Jean King Cup play-off 
ties against Slovenia and the 
Netherlands starting Friday in 
Bengaluru.

Shrivalli, ranked World No. 
381, played a key role in In-
dia’s strong campaign in the 
Asia Oceania Group 1 stage, 
where the team won all five 
of its matches to reach the 
play-offs. Known for her big 
serve and aggressive fore-
hand, the 23-year-old will 
look to maintain that form 
against higher-ranked oppo-
nents in what she describes as 
the “business end” of the 
tournament.

“Every match will be 
tough, but rankings do not 
matter,” Shrivalli said after a 
practice session at the S.M. 
Krishna Tennis Stadium on 
Tuesday. “Most of us in the 
Indian team — I, Sahaja (Ya-
malapalli) and others— have 

beaten higher-ranked players 
before. It’s about staying con-
fident and giving our best.”

The play-off stage marks 
the first time India is hosting 
the Billie Jean King Cup 
play-offs, a moment Shrivalli 
says will energize the team. 
“The biggest advantage we 
have is the home crowd. 
There should be a lot of peo-
ple coming to cheer and back 
us,” she said. “That gives us 
so much energy, especially 
when we are playing for the 
country. It’s a great opportu-
nity for all of us, and we are 
really excited.”

Venkatesh Prasad to Contest 
for KSCA President’s Post

FIDE Files Ethics Complaint against 
Former World Champion Kramnik

BENGALURU

Former India fast bowler Ven-
katesh Prasad has officially 
announced his candidature for 
the post of president in the 
upcoming Karnataka State 
Cricket Association (KSCA) 
elections, scheduled for No-
vember 30. Prasad’s cam-
paign has received strong 
backing from fellow legends 
Anil Kumble and Javagal Sri-
nath, both of whom were 
present at the announcement 
event in Bengaluru.

“We have come together 

because we believe Karnataka 
cricket needs to be rebuilt,” 
Prasad said. “Our goal is to re-
store the pride of the M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium, develop 
cricketing infrastructure 
across the state, and strength-
en the pathway for young 
players.”

Prasad will lead the ‘Team 
Game Chargers’ panel , 
which includes Sujith So-
masundar (Vice-President), 
Vinay Mruthyunjaya (Secre-
tary), A.V. Shashidhar (Joint 
Secretary), and B.N. Madhu-
kar (Treasurer).

NEW DELHI

The International Chess Fed-
eration (FIDE) has filed a for-
mal complaint with its Ethics 
and Disciplinary Commission 
(EDC) against former world 
champion Vladimir Kramnik 
over repeated public allega-
tions of cheating against 

G r a n d m a s t e r s  D a n i e l 
Naroditsky and David Na-
vara. FIDE said the complaint 
outlines a “pattern of conduct” 
spanning nearly two years, cit-
ing multiple public statements 
that it considers potentially in 
violation of rules regarding ha-
rassment and the insulting of an 
individual’s dignity.

BILLIE JEAN KING CUP 

“Time  
has to be 
considered. 
Some of our 
players were 
in New 
Zealand for 
the white-
ball series. 
We’ve done 
everything 
possible to 
prepare the 
best we can.”
—Ben Stokes 
England skipper


