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HDK questions past coalition 

government actions
Union Minister HD Kumaraswamy attacked political rivals, criticized 

agricultural relief payouts, and condemned state governance in Bengaluru.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister HD Kumara­
swamy has launched a sharp 
verbal counterattack against 
Karnataka political figures, 
questioning past political be­
trayals and demanding that 
the state administration ur­
gently fix its approach toward 
agricultural welfare. Speaking 
to reporters near his residence 
in Bengaluru, Kumaraswamy 
addressed recent remarks 
made by leaders regarding 
past political coalitions and 
government stability.

Reacting to statements 
claiming no personal ill-will, 
Kumaraswamy retorted that 
the public is fully aware of 
what transpired during past 
coalition governments. With­
out dwelling too deeply on 
history, he noted that he is 
well-informed about ongoing 
political maneuvers, includ­
ing efforts to poach lawmak­
ers from his party. Question­
ing the sincerity of political 
rivals who speak favorably in 
public while undermining op­
ponents behind closed doors, 
he stressed that trust cannot 
be earned through double 
standards.

Shifting focus to party orga­

nization, Kumaraswamy an­
nounced that he would gladly 
welcome back former associ­
ates. He noted that dozens of 
regional leaders who previ­
ously left the Janata Parivar 
for Congress are feeling deep­
ly disillusioned with current 
state leadership and are con­
sidering returning to their 
roots. Emphasizing his prima­
ry responsibility, the Union 
Minister stated that his main 
focus remains strengthening 
the party base and serving the 
state.

Addressing fiscal disputes 
between state and central au­
thorities, Kumaraswamy crit­

icized the state government 
for constantly shifting blame 
onto the Centre regarding Na­
tional Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) grants. Draw­
ing from his own experience 
serving twice as Chief Minis­
ter under both UPA and NDA 
administrations, he noted that 
he never made finger-pointing 
a full-time job. He advised 
state leaders to properly uti­

lize tax revenues for public 
welfare rather than dodging 
accountability.

Finally, Kumaraswamy ex­
pressed outrage over inade­
quate compensation provided 
to local agriculturalists facing 
crop loss and drought condi­
tions. Condemning the payout 
of only ₹1,000 instead of the 
promised ₹2,500, he sharply 
asked whether farmers were 
expected to beg for relief. 
Warning that such indifferent 
attitudes toward the farming 
community are completely 
unacceptable, he demanded 
immediate corrective policy 
action from state leaders.

Union Minister HD Kumaraswamy speaking to reporters in Bengaluru.

Dangerous chemicals found in 
state groundwater supplies

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Clean drinking water has qui­
etly become one of the most 

precious and fragile resourc­
es. Recent tests by water safe­
ty experts reveal a shocking 
reality: half of the wells tested 
across the state fail basic safe­
ty standards. As underground 
water levels drop and towns 
grow rapidly, families are 
drilling deeper borewells than 
ever before. This deep dig­
ging stirs up natural rock min­
erals, releasing invisible tox­
ins into local water supplies, 
while farm fertilizers and fac­
tory waste sneak into shallow 
water tables.

The testing data uncovers a 
mix of dangerous chemicals 
and heavy metals lurking in 
everyday village and city 
pumps. High nitrate levels, 
peaking at nearly 936 milli­
grams per liter in Dharwad, 
stem mainly from heavy farm 
runoff. Consuming too much 
nitrate reduces blood oxygen 
levels, posing fatal risks to 
newborn babies and causing 
thyroid issues in adults. 
Meanwhile, excessive fluo­
ride plagues districts like Bal­
lari, turning teeth brown and 

eventually causing painful 
bone and joint deformities.

Radioactive and toxic ele­
ments are also showing up 
where least expected. Alarm­
ingly high uranium levels 
have surfaced in Kolar and 
Chikkaballapura, with some 
samples climbing past 2,000 
parts per billion. Drinking this 
water over time severely dam­
ages kidney function and 
weakens bones. In industrial 
and mining zones, dangerous 
metals like lead, cadmium, 
and arsenic slip straight into 
local plumbing networks. 
Long-term exposure to these 
heavy metals can trigger 
chronic illnesses and nerve 
damage.

Families often rely on bore­
wells assuming the earth fil­
ters everything naturally, but 
geology tells a different story. 
Without urgent government 
action to clean up industrial 
dumping, manage farm fertil­
izers, and pipe safe drinking 
water to rural homes, millions 
of residents remain at risk of 
silent illnesses. Experts urge 
citizens to get their local wa­
ter tested regularly and call 
for strict new rules to protect 
the vanishing clean water re­
serves before it is too late.

Representational picture.

PM Modi’s Bengaluru visit: Traffic 
advisory, route restrictions

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Motorists traveling across 
southern and central Bengalu­
ru face major traffic diver­
sions and strict parking bans 
as Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi arrives in the city. The 
Prime Minister is visiting to 
inaugurate the newly complet­
ed Namma Metro Pink Line 
extension and launch major 
infrastructure projects valued 
at over ₹15,600 crore. To en­
sure smooth movement for the 
VVIP motorcade and maintain 
public safety, the Bengaluru 
Traffic Police have rolled out 
comprehensive vehicle regu­
lations across key corridors, 
including Bannerghatta Road, 
J.P. Nagar, Jayanagar, and 
Adugodi.

Commuters on the Adugodi 
and MICO Layout routes will 
find traffic restricted near 
MICO Bande Junction and 

the Dairy Circle underpass. 
Authorities advise drivers to 
use New MICO Road and 
Adugodi Junction as alterna­
tive routes. Similarly, restric­
tions apply along Marenahal­
li Main Road, East End Main 
Road toward Swagat Junc­
tion, and sections of the Outer 
Ring Road in Jayanagar and 
J.P. Nagar. Motorists travel­
ing toward Hosur Road are 
encouraged to take Kanaka­
pura Main Road and pass 
through Banashankari. In the 
Talaghattapura and Hulimavu 
zones, vehicles approaching 
Bannerghatta Main Road 
from Anjanapura 80-Feet 
Road, Gottigere Lake, and 
Loyola School face tempo­
rary curbs. Traffic police have 
directed drivers to navigate 
via alternative paths such as 
BK Circle, Jambusavari 
Dinne, Konanakunte Cross, 
and NICE Road.

Alongside moving traffic 
curbs, a total parking ban is 
strictly enforced today along 
several busy thoroughfares. 
Parking is prohibited on J.P. 
Nagar 2nd Phase 8th Main 
Road, from Dalmia Junction 
up to Bannerghatta Main 

Road, Marenahalli Main Road 
in Tilaknagar, East End Main 
Road, Swagat Main Road, 
and 28th Main Road in Mare­

nahalli. Vehicles found parked 
in these restricted zones will 
be cleared immediately.

Police officials urge every­
day commuters, office work­
ers, and students to plan their 
morning journeys well in ad­
vance, expect minor delays, 
and utilize public transit 
where possible. Citizens are 
requested to cooperate fully 
with security personnel de­
ployed across every intersec­
tion to keep the city moving 
smoothly during this high-pro­
file national visit.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi; traffic 
on a city road (right).

Court emphasizes accountability 
in government systems

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a landmark ruling empha­
sizing accountability and ad­

ministrative fairness, the Kar­
nataka High Court has or­
dered the State Government 
to appoint an unemployed 
candidate from Tumakuru to 
the post of Excise Guard 
within eight weeks. The court 
firmly stated that job seekers 
should never lose their liveli­
hood or suffer the conse­
quences of printing and cleri­
cal errors committed by gov­
ernment officials.

A division bench consisting 
of Justice S.G. Pandit and 
Justice Dr. Chillakur Sumala­

tha issued the ruling while 
dismissing a petition filed by 
the State Government, which 
had challenged a favorable 
2018 order from the Karnata­
ka Administrative Tribunal 
(KAT). The court observed 
that building a transparent and 
accountable administrative 
system is vital for a devel­
oped nation, adding that stu­
dents and parents cannot be 
held responsible for mistakes 
inside school records.

A printing blunder
The legal battle stems from a 
2008 recruitment notification 
issued by the Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 
(KPSC) for male Excise 
Guards. Manjunath K. from 
Kallipalya, Tumakuru Taluk, 
successfully cleared the com­
petitive exam under the 
Scheduled Caste and Kannada 
Medium quotas. However, 
during the 2010 document 
verification, authorit ies 
flagged a discrepancy: while 
his Transfer Certificate (TC) 
and secondary records cor­
rectly listed his date of birth 
as June 15, 1982, his SSLC 
marks card incorrectly listed 

June 15, 1980, due to a print­
ing blunder.

A missed deadline
Because of the discrepancy, 
KPSC claimed he exceeded 
the age limit and gave him a 
narrow window to submit a 
corrected card. When he 
missed the tight deadline, the 
commission selected a candi­
date with lower marks, 
prompting Manjunath to ap­
proach the KAT, which initial­
ly ruled in his favor.

During the High Court pro­
ceedings, government counsel 
argued that a formal civil 
court decree is mandatory for 
birthdate corrections. The 
bench dismissed this defense, 
noting that Education Depart­
ment officials had already 
corrected the marks card in 
2011 without requiring a de­
cree. Furthermore, the court 
highlighted that KPSC rules 
permitted candidates to sub­
mit multiple valid age proofs, 
such as a Transfer Certificate. 
The commission’s decision to 
completely disregard his cor­
rect TC was deemed an ad­
ministrative error, leaving the 
state’s challenge baseless.

Forest Department orders 
Conocarpus tree removal

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a decisive move toward 
ecological restoration, the 
Karnataka Forest Department 
has issued formal instructions 
to examine and execute the 
removal of Conocarpus trees 
planted extensively across 
public roadways, municipal 
jurisdictions, and rural pan­
chayats throughout the state. 
Driven by growing scientific 
warnings and appeals from 
environmental campaigns 
such as the ‘Mukhya Sthavo 
Bajavo’ initiative led by activ­
ist ‘Parisara Manjunath’, au­
thorities are phasing out these 
exotic ornamental trees to 
safeguard public health and 
restore indigenous green 
cover.

Originally favored by ur­
ban developers for their rapid 
growth and dense, year-round 
greenery, Conocarpus trees 
have increasingly sparked se­
vere controversy. Environ­
mentalists and medical prac­
titioners point out that the 
species releases heavy pollen 
and airborne allergens, trig­
gering chronic respiratory 

ailments, severe asthma, sea­
sonal allergies, and persistent 
coughs among local resi­
dents. Furthermore, their ag­

gressive root systems often 
disrupt underground utility 
networks and deplete sur­
rounding groundwater tables, 

placing a silent strain on local 
ecosystems.

Responding directly to these 
concerns, the Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests has di­
rected relevant local bodies, 
executive engineers, and dis­
trict forest officers to evaluate 
existing plantations, systemat­
ically extract the invasive 
trees, including their deep root 
structures, and replace them 
with hardy, beneficial native 
plant species in accordance 
with established environmen­
tal regulations. Officials are 
required to submit compre­
hensive compliance reports 
directly to the Ministry of For­
est, Ecology and Environ­
ment, ensuring transparent 
oversight.

Botanists and environmen­
tal experts have widely 
praised the directive, empha­
sizing that native trees like 
Neem, Peepal, Indian Beech, 
and Tamarind play an indis­
pensable role in supporting 
local bird species, sustaining 
pollinators, and improving 
urban air quality without the 
hidden health hazards linked 
to exotic flora.

Leaves and flower buds of a Conocarpus tree.

Childhood vaccine shortages 
hit government hospitals

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A severe shortage of crucial 
child immunizations in gov­
ernment-run medical facilities 
has left many families scram­
bling to protect their little 
ones. While standard national 
immunization schedules oper­
ate across public centers, sev­
eral key supplementary shots 
remain completely missing 
from state inventories. Parents 
across the region now report 
that they must visit private 
clinics and pay steep out-of-
pocket costs to secure vital 
disease prevention for their 
households.

Medical experts emphasize 
that proper early childhood 
immunization serves as a fun­
damental shield against severe 
infections and helps lower 
overall child mortality rates. 
However, public facilities cur­
rently lack regular supplies 
for several recommended pre­
ventative doses. Specifically, 
families find that immuniza­
tions guarding against Chick­
enpox, Hepatitis A, Typhoid, 
and the Influenza virus cannot 
be obtained through standard 
government healthcare chan­
nels. Additional gaps have 
also been noted regarding 
specific schedules for the In­
activated Poliovirus Vaccine, 
forcing guardians to seek al­

ternative pathways.
Because these preventive 

treatments are absent from 
public health centers, families 
often face difficult financial 
choices. Private medical facil­
ities frequently charge thou­
sands of rupees for a full 
course of these additional 
shots. For lower-income and 
middle-class households, such 
unexpected expenses create 
severe budgetary strain. Many 
parents struggle to pull to­
gether the necessary funds, 
raising fears that children 
from economically disadvan­
taged backgrounds might 
miss out entirely on important 
health protections due to fi­
nancial barriers.

Local families and child 
health advocates have strong­
ly urged public health author­
ities to expand the scope of 
government-supplied medi­
cines. They argue that supple­
mentary vaccines should form 
a standard part of public 
healthcare delivery to ensure 
that every child, regardless of 
family income, receives com­
prehensive protection. Health 
officials have yet to outline 
specific timelines for restock­
ing these items, leaving vul­
nerable communities waiting 
for a policy resolution to ease 
the mounting financial pres­
sure on households.

Bengaluru’s AQI 
rises amid post-

Diwali air quality 
decline

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Post-Diwali air pollution 
has significantly intensi-

fied across Bengaluru, 
pushing the city’s Air 

Quality Index (AQI) to 173 
due to elevated levels of 

PM2.5 and PM10 particu-
late matter from fire-
crackers. Similarly un-

healthy readings were re-
corded in Tumakuru and 
Ramanagara at 178, and 

in the city’s Kasavanahal-
li at 175 and Varthur at 
172. Other major cities 
across Karnataka have 
also experienced a de-
cline in air quality, with 

Kalaburagi at 163, Mysuru 
at 157, Ballari at 156, Udu-

pi at 153, Vijayapura at 
146, Shivamogga at 142, 
Belagavi at 128, Hubballi 
at 120, and Mangaluru at 

107. Health authorities 
have categorized air 

quality in cities like Ben-
galuru, Mysuru, and Tu-
makuru as ‘unhealthy’, 

urging children, the elder-
ly, and individuals with 

respiratory issues to mini-
mize outdoor exposure 

and wear masks.

IMD forecasts dry 
weather across 

Karnataka
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) 
has forecast that dry 

weather and cool night-
time conditions will 

persist across almost 
all districts of Karnata-
ka on November 12 and 
13, with no heavy rain-
fall warnings in effect. 
Clear, rain-free condi-

tions will continue 
across Coastal Karna-
taka (Dakshina Kanna-
da, Udupi, and Uttara 
Kannada), all eleven 

districts of North Interi-
or Karnataka, and sev-
enteen South Interior 

districts, including Ben-
galuru Urban and Ben-

galuru Rural. Amid 
these widespread dry 

conditions, Dharwad re-
corded the state’s low-
est minimum tempera-

ture in the plains at 
12.2°C, bringing notice-
able cooler weather to 

the region.

Police inspect 
high-risk 

apartments in 
Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In anticipation of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Bengaluru on No-
vember 13, city authori-
ties have enforced rigor-

ous security protocols, in-
cluding extensive apart-
ment checks and man-
datory reporting of new 

residents along high-risk 
transit zones. Led by City 

Police Commissioner 
Seemant Kumar Singh 
alongside an advanced 

Special Protection Group 
(SPG) deployment, the 
security apparatus in-

volves three Joint Com-
missioners, 15 DCPs, 20 

ACPs, and over 1,000 civil 
police personnel. The 

Prime Minister’s itinerary 
includes attending the 
golden jubilee celebra-

tions at Prashanthi Kuti-
ram, inaugurating the 

‘Namma Metro’ Pink Line 
at Tavarekere station, rid-
ing the metro to IIM Ban-
galore, and launching de-
velopment projects val-

ued at over ₹15,600 crore. 
These heightened meas-
ures follow past security 
concerns, prompting ex-

haustive route inspec-
tions, mandatory CCTV 

surveillance, and special-
ized traffic diversions 
across southern Ben-

galuru.

“Are the state’s 
farmers beggars? 

Such an indifferent 
attitude toward farmers is 
unacceptable; the 
government must mend 
its ways.”

— HD Kumaraswamy, Union 
Minister

Crop-loss relief per farmer
PROMISED

₹2,500
the relief farmers were promised

▶
PAID

₹1,000
what the state is paying out

Water safety tests 
reveal half of state 

borewells fail standards, 
exposing families to 

dangerous toxins and 
heavy metals.

Curbs: Adugodi and Dairy Circle, 
Jayanagar and JP Nagar, Hulimavu and 
Gottigere.

The long road to a job
2008
KPSC notifies Excise Guard 
posts

2010
Verification flags a misprinted 
birth year

2018
KAT rules in his favor

NOW
High Court: appoint him within 
eight weeks

ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION

Why are Conocarpus trees being removed?
Respiratory hazards

Medical and environmental groups have pointed out that mature 
Conocarpus trees release high volumes of pollen and allergens during 
specific flowering seasons, triggering severe public health issues such as 
asthma attacks, chronic allergies, persistent colds, and other upper 
respiratory complications.

Aggressive roots
The species possesses invasive root networks that aggressively seek 
moisture. These roots frequently crack underground water infrastructure, 
damage freshwater lines, disrupt sewage systems, and interfere with 
underground telecommunication and electrical cables.

‘Green desert’ effect
Conocarpus trees consume vast quantities of groundwater and inhibit the 
growth of surrounding flora due to their dense canopies and allelopathic 
properties, creating sterile ecological zones where local biodiversity cannot 
thrive.
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K’taka CM orders poll-style 
security for KPSC prelims

Shivakumar instructs the Police Department to put in place robust security 
arrangements similar to those adopted during police recruitment exams.

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
on Thursday directed deputy 
commissioners to put in place 
election-style security arrange­
ments for the preliminary exam­
ination conducted by the KPSC 
on November 15 to fill 319 Ga­
zetted Probationer posts. 

Reviewing the preparations 
through a video conference with 
deputy commissioners and su­
perintendents of police, he in­
structed officials to train all 
examination personnel on the 
lines of election duty and sub­
mit compliance reports.

The exam must be conducted 
with utmost transparency, leav­
ing no room for malpractice, 
and all guidelines issued by the 
Karnataka Public Service Com­
missioner must be strictly en­
forced, his office stated in a re­
lease. "We have undertaken 
several reforms in the examina­
tion process," Shivakumar said, 
directing officials to ensure con­
tinuous CCTV surveillance at 
all examination centres. 

He instructed the police de­
partment to put in place robust 
security arrangements similar to 
those adopted during police re­
cruitment examinations. No un­
authorised person would be al­

lowed inside examination centre 
premises, while even authorised 
personnel would have to under­
go security checks, he said. 

Officials were asked to assess 
the sensitivity of each exam 
centre and deploy personnel ac­
cordingly. Additional security 
equipment could be procured on 
rent, while police personnel 
could be mobilised from other 
locations if required. He also 
ordered a ban on candidates 
carrying mobile phones into ex­
amination centres and warned 
that senior officials would be 
held accountable for any lapses.

For the first time, two invigi­
lators will be deployed in every 
examination hall, with at least 
one of them required to be from 
a government college.The ar­
rangement is intended to facili­
tate additional identity checks 
after candidates enter the exam­

ination hall and ensure continu­
ous monitoring, the CM said. 

Officials were also directed 
to take stringent measures to 
prevent impersonation.

He warned that the recogni­
tion of private aided colleges as 
exam centres would be can­
celled if they were found to 
have facilitated malpractice. 
Emphasising zero tolerance to­
wards misinformation concern­

ing the examination, Shivaku­
mar directed the police depart­
ment to actively monitor social 
media platforms and ensure that 
rumours were brought to the 
notice of officials immediately 
for appropriate clarification. 

The directions come amid al­
legations of irregularities, paper 
leaks and recruitment scams 
that have plagued the KPSC 
exam process in recent years. 

KPSC Gazetted Probationers  
Preliminary Exam– Key details

» �Candidates: Over 1.47 lakh  
candidates expected to appear.

» �Vacancies: 319 Gazetted  
Probationer posts.

	  Group A: 117
	  Group B: 202
» �Examination centres: 345 

sub-centres across 15 districts.

Kalaburagi, Raichur, Ballari, Bagalkot, 
Vijayapura, Dharwad, Belagavi, Uttara 
Kannada, Shivamogga, Dakshina Kan-
nada, Hassan, Davanagere, Tumakuru, 

Mysuru and Bengaluru Urban.

15 DISTRICTS

Examination schedule – Nov 15 (Sunday)
Paper Subjects Timings

Paper I General Studies and Humanities  10 am – 12 pm

Paper II State-related General Studies,  
Science & Technology, Mental Ability    2 pm – 4 pm

Important numerical facts
1.47 lakh+: Candidates 202:  Group B posts319: Vacancies 117: Group A posts

345: Exam sub-centres 15: Districts 4 hours –  Total exam duration

Govt to repeal 2022 amendments 
to anti-conversion law: KPCC chief
BENGALURU

 
KPCC president BK Harip­
rasad on Thursday said the 
Congress government will re­
peal the amendments made to 
the anti-conversion law by the 
BJP government in 2022 
during the upcoming winter 
session of the Karnataka Leg­
islature in Belagavi next 
month. 

He was responding to a que­
ry by media on protests being 
held by minority and Dalit 
forms, demanding that 
the Congress govern­
ment fulfil the prom­
ises made to the pub­
lic during the 2023 
Assembly elections 
and ensure their effec­
tive implementation.

"We will fulfil the promises 

we have made. The anti-con­
version law will be brought 

back to the way it was in 
2022," Hariprasad said. 

He added that the 
Congress was a party 
that represented India 
and did not stand on 
the basis of caste or 

religion. "We listen to 
everyone's views and opin­

ions," he added.

MEKEDATU ROW ESCALATES AS 
TN REJECTS KARNATAKA CLAIM

CHENNAI 
 

Tamil Nadu Minister for Ru­
ral Development and Water 
Resources, N Anand, on 
Thursday rejected Karnataka 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku­
mar’s recent assertion regard­
ing construction of the Meke­
datu dam on the Cauvery 
River, saying the state gov­
ernment will not permit the 
project.

His remarks follow Shiva­
kumar’s statement that Kar­
nataka does not need TN’s 
permission to build the Me­
kedatu dam across the Cauv­
ery River. 

Shivakumar was respond­
ing to a letter sent by Chief 
Minister Joseph Vijay to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, objecting to the Meke­
datu project and seeking the 

Centre’s intervention.
Speaking to reporters at 

Tiruchirapalli airport, Anand 
said, “Under no circumstanc­

es will we allow that, and cer­
tainly, nothing will ever hap­
pen as he (Shivakumar) 
claims.”

  CONTEXT

Karnataka does not 
need anyone’s permis-

sion to build the Mekedatu 
balancing reservoir across 

the Cauvery river as the Su-
preme Court allowed it pro-
vided the state releases 177 

TMC of water to Tamil Nadu.
- DK Shivakumar, CM 

Under no circum-
stances will we 

allow that and that 
nothing will ever hap-

pen as he claims. Tamil 
Nadu will block the 
project at any cost.

-  N Anand, 
Tamil Nadu Minister
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Jakribettu Water Purification 

Plant gets major revival
Neglected due to poor maintenance and silt accumulation, 

the Jakribettu Water Purification Plant is finally slated 
for revival, restoring hope to local residents.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The Jakribettu Water Purifica­
tion Plant, which had been 
struggling with poor mainte­
nance and heavy silt accumu­
lation, is set for a major reviv­
al, bringing renewed hope to 
residents dependent on the 
facility for their water supply.

The purification plant, 
which had remained neglect­
ed for a considerable period, 
faced several operational dif­

ficulties due to inadequate 
maintenance and the accumu­
lation of silt. These problems 
affected its functioning and 
raised concerns about the ef­
fective treatment and distribu­
tion of water.

Silt to be cleared
Recognising the importance 
of the facility, steps have now 
been initiated to restore the 
plant and improve its overall 
functioning. The revival work 

is expected to address the 
long-standing maintenance 
issues and remove the accu­
mulated silt that had affected 
the purification process.

The initiative is being 
viewed as an important step 
towards strengthening local 
water infrastructure and en­
suring better utilisation of the 
existing facility. Restoring 
the plant will also help re­
duce the difficulties associat­
ed with an underperforming 

water purification system.
The revival of the Jakribet­

tu plant assumes significance 
as maintaining existing water 
infrastructure is essential for 
meeting the growing water 
requirements of local commu­
nities. Regular cleaning, time­
ly repairs and proper mainte­
nance are necessary to ensure 
that purification facilities 
function efficiently through­
out the year.

The renewed attention to 
the plant has raised expecta­
tions among residents that the 
facility will once again oper­
ate effectively. However, sus­
tained monitoring and regular 
maintenance will be crucial to 
prevent a recurrence of the 
problems that led to its deteri­
oration.

The restoration initiative is 
expected to give the neglected 
facility a new lease of life and 
improve the reliability of the 
local water purification infra­
structure.

The Jakribettu Water Purification Plant.

Adoption permitted for 
step-parents and 
relatives: Rashmi

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Adoption is legally possible 
not only for unrelated individ­
uals and couples but also for 
step-parents and relatives, 
said Rashmi Ashok during a 
media interaction and legal 
awareness programme on 
child protection held in Man­
galuru.

She explained various legal 
provisions governing child 
adoption and highlighted the 
importance of creating aware­
ness about the procedures and 
safeguards involved.

Child protection and 
adoption law
The interaction focused on 
child protection, adoption 
procedures and the legal 
rights of children. The pro­
gramme also aimed to help 
media representatives under­
stand the laws and regula­
tions relating to children and 
ensure that sensitive issues 
involving minors are report­
ed responsibly.

Rashmi Ashok emphasised 
the need to provide children 
with a safe, secure and sup­
portive family environment. 
Adoption, she explained, of­
fers an opportunity to pro­
vide care and stability to 
children who need a perma­
nent family.

She also highlighted the 
importance of following the 
prescribed legal procedures 
while adopting a child. Fam­
ilies interested in adoption 
should approach the autho­
rised agencies and complete 
the necessary formalities 
rather than resorting to infor­

mal arrangements.

Reporting on minors
The programme provided an 
opportunity for media repre­
sentatives to understand im­
portant aspects of child pro­
tection legislation and the 
responsibilities of different 
stakeholders. Awareness 
among the public and media 
professionals is essential to 
prevent illegal adoption prac­
tices and protect children’s 
interests.

The discussion also high­
lighted the need for coordi­
nated efforts by government 
departments, child protection 
authorities, legal profession­
als and the media to safe­
guard children’s rights.

The interaction was organ­
ised as part of efforts to im­
prove public understanding 
o f  adop t ion  l aws  and 
strengthen awareness of child 
protection measures.

Catholic Sabha urges Karnataka to repeal Anti-Conversion Act
CH NEWS, UDUPI

The Catholic Sabha Udupi 
Pradesh, under the Udupi Di­
ocese, has urged the Karnata­
ka government to repeal the 
Karnataka Protection of Right 
to Freedom of Religion Act, 
2022, popularly known as the 
Anti-Conversion Act.

The organisation submitted 
a memorandum to Chief Min­
is ter  D.K.  Shivakumar 
through the Deputy Commis­
sioner on Thursday, seeking 
the withdrawal of the legisla­
tion. It also demanded a com­
prehensive policy to protect 
religious minorities and vul­
nerable communities from 
hate speech, communal prov­
ocation and violence.

The memorandum stated 
that the Act has serious impli­
cations for the fundamental 
rights of religious minorities, 
including their religious iden­
tity and freedom to express 
their beliefs. It expressed con­
cern that certain provisions 
could create an atmosphere of 
fear of criminal prosecution in 
matters relating to religious 
beliefs and practices.

Article 25 cited
Referring to Article 25 of the 
Indian Constitution, the or­

ganisation highlighted that 
every individual has the right 
to profess, practise and prop­
agate religion. It argued that 
the restrictions imposed under 
the existing legislation raise 
questions about religious free­
dom and the constitutional 
rights of minority communi­
ties.

The Sabha urged the state 
government to demonstrate 
leadership by repealing the 
Act and upholding constitu­
tional principles of religious 
freedom, equality and human 
dignity.

The memorandum also 
called for strengthening exist­
ing laws to prevent hate 
speech, communal provoca­
tion and violence against reli­

gious minorities and other 
vulnerable sections. It stressed 
the need for timely investiga­
tions, effective prosecution 
and accountability in cases 
involving hate crimes.

Expressing concern over 
threats and harassment faced 
by religious communities, the 
organisation said peaceful co­
existence could be protected 
only through effective en­
forcement of legal safeguards.

It further urged the govern­
ment to review the existing 
legal framework, introduce 
necessary amendments and 
ensure that measures against 
hate speech remain consistent 
with constitutional guaran­
tees.

Catholic Sabha Udupi 

Pradesh President Melwin 
Aranha, Secretary Juliet 
D’Souza, Treasurer Garifield 
Urban Lewis, President-elect 
Louis D’Souza, former presi­
dents Valerian Fernandes and 
Dr Gerald Pinto, and Profes­
sor Phaniraj of Sahabalve 
were present during the mem­
orandum submission.

Members of the Catholic Sabha Udupi Pradesh with the memorandum.

Deralakatte to host 
protest demanding 

SIR cancellation
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A protest styled as ‘Jantar 
Mantar’ will be organised at 
Deralakatte on Friday, No­
vember 13, demanding the 
cancellation of the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls.

The protest is expected to 
highlight concerns over the 
ongoing SIR process and its 
possible impact on voters. Or­
ganisers have called for the 
withdrawal of the exercise, 
raising objections to the man­
ner in which the revision of 
electoral rolls is being under­
taken.

The demonstrators are ex­
pected to draw attention to 
issues relating to voter rights, 
the accuracy of electoral rolls 
and the possibility of eligible 
voters being excluded during 
the revision process.

Voter rights in focus
The SIR exercise has trig­
gered protests and political 
opposition in several parts of 
the country, with critics ex­

pressing concerns about the 
verification procedures and 
the documentation required 
from voters. Those opposing 
the process have demanded 
greater transparency and safe­
guards to ensure that no eligi­
ble citizen loses voting rights.

The proposed demonstra­
tion at Deralakatte is part of 
the wider campaign against 
the SIR exercise. Organisers 
are seeking public support for 
their demand and have urged 
people to participate in the 
protest.

The ‘Jantar Mantar’ protest 
is expected to provide a plat­
form for participants to ex­
press their objections and de­
mand that the authorities re­
consider the electoral roll re­
vision exercise.

The organisers have reiter­
ated that protecting voting 
rights and ensuring an inclu­
sive electoral process should 
remain the priority. They have 
called upon the concerned au­
thorities to respond to the 
concerns raised by those op­
posing the SIR process.

Shivamogga Airport flights 
suspended for 3 months

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Flight operations at Kuvempu 
Airport in Shivamogga will 
remain suspended for at least 
three months from Nov 21, 
following the conclusion of 
the Centre’s UDAN regional 
connectivity scheme, Karna­
taka State Industrial and In­
frastructure Development 
Corporation (KSIIDC) Chair­
man Nanjayyanamath has an­
nounced.

Addressing a press confer­
ence at a private hotel on the 
outskirts of Shivamogga, 
Nanjayyanamath said efforts 
were underway to restore 
flight services. He explained 
that the UDAN scheme, under 
which the airport’s flight op­
erations were supported, is 
scheduled to conclude in 
2026.

State government officials 
have held discussions with the 
concerned authorities in New 
Delhi, seeking an extension of 

the scheme. Nanjayyanamath 
said he had also personally 
visited Delhi to request its 
continuation. He had ap­
proached local MP B.Y. Ra­
ghavendra and sought his in­
tervention in ensuring the re­
sumption of services.

13 destinations sought
KSIIDC has also submitted 
proposals seeking flight con­
nectivity from Shivamogga to 
13 destinations, including 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Goa, 
Tirupati, Mumbai, Pune, My­
suru, Surat, Kolhapur, Kochi, 
Mangaluru, Ahmedabad and 
Chennai.

Despite the temporary sus­
pension, all 80 airport em­
ployees will be retained. Their 
monthly salary expenditure 
amounts to approximately Rs 
95 lakh. Under the UDAN 
scheme, the Centre contrib­
utes 80 per cent of the fund­
ing, while the state govern­
ment bears the remaining 

20 per cent.
Meanwhile, work on night 

landing facilities at the airport 
has reached 95 per cent com­
pletion. The Directorate Gen­
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
will conduct an inspection 
and test flight before submit­
ting its report. Night landing 
permission will be granted 
after the required certification 
is received.

Airport Director Shamath 
and KSIIDC Deputy Superin­
tendent of Police Chan­
drashekhar were present at the 
press conference.

Youth booked for using friend’s 
account in cyber fraud

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A case has been registered at 
the Mangaluru City Cyber, 
Economic Offences and Nar­
cotics (CEN) Crime Police 
Station after a youth allegedly 
misused his friend’s bank ac­
count to transfer money ob­
tained through cyber fraud 
and withdraw it as cash.

According to the police, 
Mohammed Zubair Ali (33) 
has lodged a complaint against 
his friend Asveer (34), a resi­
dent of Angaragundi in the 
Baikampady Industrial Area.

According to the complaint, 
the incident occurred in the 
second week of March 2025. 
Asveer reportedly approached 
Zubair Ali at M.M. Commu­
nication, a mobile shop where 
the latter had previously 
worked.

A request from a friend
He told him that his bank ac­
count had been blocked and 
that he was expecting money 
from abroad. He requested 

permission to receive the 
amount in Zubair’s account 
and withdraw it as cash.

Although Zubair initially 
refused, he eventually agreed 
after repeated requests, trust­
ing his friend.

Rs 5.10 lakh in cash
On March 10, 2025, an 
amount of Rs 5.20 lakh was 
transferred through RTGS 
into Zubair’s Canara Bank ac­
count. Asveer reportedly sent 
him a screenshot of the trans­
action and contacted him 
through WhatsApp, asking 
him to withdraw the money.

At around 3 pm, both went 
to a Canara Bank branch in 
the Baikampady Industrial 
Area. While Asveer waited in 
a car outside, Zubair with­
drew Rs 5.10 lakh through a 
cheque and handed the cash 
over to him.

Complaints in several 
states
The matter came to light re­
cently when Zubair learnt that 

cybercrime complaints had 
been registered against his 
bank account in several states. 
Upon enquiring with the bank, 
he reportedly discovered that 
the transferred money was 
linked to cyber fraud.

Alleging that Asveer had 
exploited their friendship and 
implicated him in illegal fi­
nancial transactions, Zubair 
approached the Mangaluru 
CEN Police Station.

Police have registered a 
case and launched an investi­
gation into the transactions 
and the accused’s alleged in­
volvement.

1 arrested, 3 escape 
in wildlife poaching 

case
CH NEWS, 

CHIKKAMAGALURU

Forest officials have 
arrested Ramesh of 

Binnadi village for alleg-
edly hunting wild animals 

for a Diwali feast in the 
Binnadi forest area near 
Kottigehara. Three other 

suspects, identified as 
Mahendra, Prakash and 

Mallayya, escaped during 
the raid. According to offi-
cials, the group allegedly 

hunted a Sambar deer 
and another wild animal 

before gathering at 
Ramesh’s house to dis-

tribute the meat. Officials 
seized two country-made 

guns and animal meat 
during the operation. A 

case has been registered 
against all four under the 

Wildlife Protection Act.

Human skull found 
near Netravati 

bathing area
CH NEWS, 

DHARMASTHALA

A human skull was 
reportedly found near 
the Netravati bathing 
area in Dharmasthala, 

Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict, creating concern 

among visitors and 
local residents. The dis-
covery has drawn atten-

tion to the area, which 
attracts large numbers 
of devotees and tour-

ists. The circumstances 
surrounding the discov-
ery and the identity of 

the deceased were not 
immediately known. 

Consumer 
Commission orders 
refund over vehicle 

modification
CH NEWS, 

SHIVAMOGGA

The Shivamogga District 
Consumer Disputes 

Redressal Commission 
has directed an individual 

to refund Rs 2.45 lakh, 
pay compensation and 

meet legal expenses after 
finding deficiency in ser-

vice in the modification of 
a towing vehicle.The order 

was passed by a bench 
comprising Commission 

President T. Shivanna and 
member B.D. Yogananda 

Bhandra, following a com-
plaint filed by C. Raghu, a 
resident of Vidyanagara in 

Shivamogga, against 
Pradeep K.R. of Vayuputra 
Towing Service in Kunigal 
taluk, Tumakuru district.
According to the com-

plaint, Raghu had paid Rs 
2.45 lakh to Pradeep for 

converting his vehicle into 
a towing vehicle in 

December 2024. However, 
after the vehicle was 

returned in March 2025, 
its hydraulic mechanism 

failed while travelling on a 
highway.Raghu alleged 
that old spare parts had 

been used and that 
Pradeep failed to replace 

them or provide the 
required modification 

documents. He subse-
quently spent Rs 3 lakh 

on repairs in Shivamogga.
After receiving no 

response to his legal 
notice dated September 

27, 2025, Raghu 
approached the 

Commission. As Pradeep 
failed to appear, the 

Commission delivered an 
ex parte judgment.The 
Commission directed 
Pradeep to refund Rs 

2.45 lakh with 8 per cent 
annual interest within 45 

days. Failure to comply 
will attract 10 per cent 

interest. He must also pay 
Rs 50,000 as compensa-

tion and Rs 5,000 
towards litigation 

expenses, with 8 per cent 
annual interest, and 

remove the installed tow-
ing mechanism at his 

own cost.

Jakribettu, in Bantwal taluk

Rashmi highlighted 
child adoption laws, 
emphasising the need 
for awareness and 
noting that step-
parents and relatives 
can also adopt legally.

“Many people remain 
unaware that the 

adoption process is also 
available to step-parents 
and relatives, subject to 
the applicable legal 
requirements.”

— Rashmi Ashok

The memorandum 
warned that the Act 

threatens minorities’ 
fundamental rights 

and religious freedom, 
creating a climate of 

fear regarding 
personal beliefs.

FLIGHTS HALTED

“A proposal had been 
submitted to the state 
government seeking 
Viability Gap Funding 
(VGF) for the 
Bengaluru-Shivamogga 
flight service.”
NANJAYYANAMATH KSIIDC 
Chairman

How the money moved
MARCH 10, 2025
Rs 5.20 lakh reaches Zubair’s 
account by RTGS

SAME DAY, 3 PM
He withdraws Rs 5.10 lakh and 
hands it to Asveer

RECENTLY
Cybercrime complaints in 
several states found against 
the account
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Training held to set up 203 Bharat 

Jodo Youth Associations
Prabhu urged mentors to guide youth associations as per rules, fostering social 

responsibility, community service and meaningful contribution to society.

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

The district administration has 
taken steps to establish 203 
Bharat Jodo Youth Associa­
tions across Chikkaballapura 
district to promote national 
unity, social harmony, sports, 
culture and scientific thinking 
among young people.

Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu instructed officials to 
begin the registration process 
from November 13 in accor­
dance with government guide­
lines.

He was speaking after inau­
gurating a training workshop 
for 203 mentors and 16 mas­
ter trainers at the District Ad­
ministration Building audito­
rium on Thursday.

Prabhu said mentors had an 
important responsibility in es­
tablishing the youth associa­
tions and ensuring that they 
function according to govern­
ment rules. He urged them to 
encourage young people to 
develop social responsibility, 
participate in community ser­
vice and contribute to society.

He also instructed officials 
to conduct the registration 
process without confusion 

and explain the objectives and 
benefits of the initiative to el­
igible young men and wom­
en.

Call for youth 
participation
The initiative aims to bring 
young people aged between 
16 and 35 under the Bharat 
Jodo Youth Associations. The 
associations will provide a 
platform to identify and en­
courage their talents, creativ­
ity and leadership skills.

The programme will pro­
mote sports, cultural activi­
ties, scientific thinking and 
social harmony. It will also 
encourage young people to 
participate in social service, 
environmental protection, wa­
ter conservation, healthcare, 
cleanliness and youth empow­
erment activities.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said young people should 
contribute their abilities and 
knowledge to society instead 
of focusing only on employ­

ment and personal develop­
ment. He called upon eligible 
youth to register as members 
in large numbers.

Prabhu further directed 
mentors and master trainers to 
create awareness about the 
initiative and work with local 
government bodies to com­
plete the registration process 
successfully.

Mahesh Patri, in-charge As­
sistant Director of the District 
Department of Youth Empow­
erment and Sports, along with 
mentors and master trainers, 
attended the programme.

Magadi farmers demand 
urgent road work 

completion
CH NEWS, MAGADI

Farmers’ organisations have 
warned of a major protest if the 
Magadi-Bengaluru road work 
is not completed within the 
promised deadline. Nagaraju, 
State General Secretary of the 
Workers and Farmers Protec­
tion Forum, said Karnataka 
Minister H.C. Balakrishna 
would be honoured in a silver 
palanquin if the road was com­
pleted by January 15.

Speaking at a meeting of 
farmers’ organisations at the 
Inspection Bungalow in Maga­
di, Nagaraju said the incom­
plete road had been causing 
accidents, injuries and deaths. 
He recalled that a road block­
ade had been held 15 days ear­
lier. Another protest planned 
for the day was postponed after 
the Minister reportedly an­
nounced through the media that 
the work would be completed 
by January 15. Police did not 
grant permission for the protest 
and suggested holding it on an­
other date.

Nagaraju said the organisa­
tion would arrange a proces­
sion on January 30, carrying 
the Minister in a silver palan­
quin from Someshwara Temple 
to Sriranganatha Swamy Tem­
ple if the stretch between 
Someshwara Gudi Colony and 

Hosapete Circle was completed 
and opened to the public.

Mandya District Farmers’ 
Association president Indaval 
Chandrashekhar said the proj­
ect, which began in 2018, re­
mained incomplete. He criti­
cised the government’s negli­
gence and said commuters, 
schoolchildren, farmers and 
vegetable vendors faced daily 
difficulties. He also questioned 
who would take responsibility 
for the accidents and deaths 
caused by the poor road condi­
tions.

He warned that farmers from 
neighbouring districts would 
join a large-scale road blockade 
if the work was not completed 
on time.Tumakuru District 
Farmers’ Association president 
Yogesh Gowda said the protest 
was postponed following a re­
quest from police, as the Min­
ister was expected to meet offi­
cials. Police had reportedly 
assured them that permission 
would be given for a road 
blockade if work did not begin 
within 15 days.

Mysuru district president 
Bannuru Narayan and Turu­
vekere unit president Chan­
drashekhar also criticised the 
authorities. Several farmers’ 
leaders and representatives of 
progressive organisations at­
tended the meeting.

National Library 
Week 

celebrations 
from Nov 14

CH NEWS, 
CHITRADURGA

The City Central Library 
in Chitradurga will cele-
brate National Library 
Week from November 
14 to 20 by organising 
various competitions 
for school and college 

students on November 
17 and 19. The competi-
tions are open to stu-

dents within 
Chitradurga city limits. 
Schools and colleges 
have been asked to 

nominate two students 
each. Institutions that 
have not received invi-

tations must submit 
participants’ names to 
the library by 5 pm on 

November 16. Drawing, 
essay and rangoli com-

petitions will be con-
ducted. Topics include 
nature, agriculture, the 
importance of libraries 

and books, and the 
biography of Mother 

Teresa. The Chief 
Librarian has invited 
interested boys and 
girls to register and 

participate.

At a glance
203
Bharat Jodo Youth 
Associations across the 
district

16-35
the age group the associations 
are for

203
mentors trained to guide the 
rollout

16
master trainers

Yuvanidhi scheme registers 
6,976 young 

people in Chikkaballapura 
district

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

A total of 6,976 graduates and diploma holders have 
registered under the Karnataka Government’s Yu­
vanidhi scheme in Chikkaballapura district, with fi­
nancial assistance of Rs. 17.84 crore reportedly dis­
tributed to beneficiaries, said District Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation Authority Chairman Yalu­
valli N. Ramesh.

He was speaking after inaugurating a Yuvanidhi 
awareness programme at GTTC College in Kudum­
alakunte, Gauribidanur taluk, on Thursday. The pro­
gramme was organised jointly by the District Employ­
ment Exchange, Gauribidanur Taluk Panchayat, 
GTTC College and Taluk Guarantee Schemes Imple­
mentation Committee.

Of the registered beneficiaries, 6,817 are graduates 
and 159 are diploma holders. The list includes 3,727 
men and 3,249 women.

Rs. 17.84 crore disbursed
According to Ramesh, a total of Rs. 17,84,35,500 has 
been distributed between 2023‑24 and 2026‑27.

Ramesh said awareness programmes were being 
conducted in colleges across the district to explain the 
scheme’s eligibility conditions, registration process 
and benefits. Sessions were organised in Chikka­
ballapura, Bagepalli, Manchenahalli, Shidlaghatta and 
Gauribidanur.

He said the district had secured the top position in 
Karnataka in implementing the Yuvanidhi scheme. 
Officials were instructed to identify eligible youth 
who had not registered and help them access govern­
ment benefits.

Under the scheme, eligible unemployed graduates 
receive Rs. 3,000 per month and diploma holders Rs. 
1,500 per month, subject to government conditions.

District Employment Officer M. Prasad, GTTC 
Principal Harish Kumar, committee chairman Rang­
araju and other officials attended the programme.

Fee payment dispute leaves 
four students facing exam 

uncertainty
CH NEWS, LAKSHMESHWAR

Four degree students of a government college in 
Lakshmeshwar are facing uncertainty over their ex­
aminations after the college administration allegedly 
failed to deposit the examination fees collected from 
them into the university account.

The incident has triggered protests on the college 
premises, with the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP) Lakshmeshwar unit demanding immediate 
action against those responsible.

According to the allegations, the four students had 
paid their examination fees at the college office with­
in the prescribed deadline. However, the amount was 
reportedly not transferred to the university. As a re­
sult, the students were unable to obtain their examina­
tion hall tickets when they approached the college 
ahead of the examinations.The issue has caused con­
cern among the students, who fear losing an academ­
ic year despite preparing for their examinations.

Condemning the alleged negligence, ABVP activists 
staged a protest and raised slogans against the college 
principal and administration.

Addressing the protesters, ABVP leaders said the 
affected students belonged to poor and middle-class 
families and had made considerable efforts to pay 
their examination fees. They alleged that the college 
administration’s failure had put the students’ academ­
ic future at risk.The ABVP demanded that the princi­
pal contact university authorities within 24 hours, 
resolve the fee payment issue and ensure that all four 
students receive their hall tickets and are allowed to 
appear for the examinations.

To place a classified ad  contact: 080-41209042CLASSIFIEDS
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Mandya DC stresses coordination 

to benefit farmers
Dr. Kumar reviewed scheme implementation with officials, focusing on targets, beneficiary 

selection, benefit distribution, pending applications, and operational challenges

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Kumar has directed officials 
to work together to ensure 
that government agricultural 
schemes reach all eligible 
farmers without delays. He 
issued the instructions during 
a review meeting held at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s of­
fice in Mandya on Thursday.

The meeting reviewed the 
progress of several Central 
Government schemes, includ­
ing the Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY), 
Watershed Development 
Component 2.0 (WDC 2.0), 
Mission for Aatmanirbharta in 
Pulses, National Mission on 

Edible Oils, Pradhan Mantri 
Formalisation of Micro Food 
Processing Enterprises (PM­
FME) and Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY).

Dr. Kumar sought details 
from officials about physical 
and financial targets, benefi­
ciary selection, distribution of 
benefits, pending applications 
and implementation-related 
challenges.

He stressed the need to pro­
mote the processing and mar­
keting of locally available 
agricultural products, particu­
larly millets and jaggery. He 
instructed officials to create 
awareness among farmers, 
Self-Help Groups and entre­
preneurs about available sub­

sidies, bank loans and credit 
facilities for establishing 
food-processing units.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also directed officials to pro­
vide proper guidance to eligi­
ble beneficiaries so they could 
access government assistance.

Emphasising timely imple­
mentation, he said depart­
ments must coordinate effec­
tively to ensure that scheme 

benefits reach the intended 
beneficiaries. He instructed 
officials to resolve pending 
issues and achieve the pre­
scribed targets within the stip­
ulated deadlines.

Joint Director of Agricul­
ture Jayaswamy, Deputy Di­
rector of Agriculture Malathi 
and Assistant Directors of the 
Agriculture Department at­
tended the meeting.

The review meeting on agricultural schemes at the Deputy Commissioner’s office in 
Mandya.

MLA warns contractors over poor-quality work
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Construction of check dams is 
helping conserve rainwater, 
improve groundwater levels 
and support agricultural activ­
ities in Chitradurga district, 
said Chitradurga MLA K.C. 
Veerendra Puppy.

He was speaking after per­
forming the Bhoomi Pooja for 
a check dam across a stream 
between Jodi Chikkenahalli 
and Devapuradahatti villages.

The MLA said Chitradurga 
is a semi-arid region where 
agriculture largely depends 
on rainfall and groundwater 
availability. During the mon­
soon, large quantities of rain­
water flow through streams 
and are lost without being 

properly utilised. Construct­
ing check dams helps store 
this water and allows it to 
seep into the ground, improv­
ing groundwater levels.

He explained that these 
structures would help re­
charge borewells and open 
wells, maintain soil moisture 
and provide better water 
availability for crops. The 

projects would particularly 
benefit farmers who depend 
on rain-fed agriculture and 
face water shortages during 
summer.

Veerendra Puppy said prior­
ity was being given to rainwa­
ter conservation and ground­
water development across 
villages in the constituency 
through the Minor Irrigation 
Department. He also stressed 
the importance of protecting 
existing lakes, ponds and oth­
er water sources.

Warning contractors against 
poor-quality construction, the 
MLA said strict action would 
be taken if the work did not 
meet the required standards.

Minor Irrigation Depart­
ment Assistant Executive En­

gineer Bheemaraj said check 
dams benefit not only the vil­
lages where they are con­
structed but also surrounding 
areas. He urged farmers and 
villagers to cooperate in main­
taining water conservation 
structures.

The programme also in­
cluded the groundbreaking 
ceremony for a check dam 
and cascading structure at 
Jodi Chikkenahalli and anoth­
er check dam at Devapurada­
hatti.

Tahsildar Fathima, Taluk 
Panchayat Executive Officer 
Jayasimha, Assistant Engineer 
Suhil Rahim, District Guaran­
tee Committee member San­
thosh and several village lead­
ers attended the programme.

The Bhoomi Pooja for a check dam be-
tween Jodi Chikkenahalli and Devapu-
radahatti villages.

K.V. Prabhakar praises 
vital newspaper 
distribution role

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

Newspaper distributors must 
take pride in their profession 
and perform their duties with 
dedication, said former Media 
Advisor K.V. Prabhakar at the 
sixth State Conference of 
Newspaper Distributors held 
in Belagavi.

The conference was organ­
ised at Dharmanatha Bhavan 
in Ashok Nagar under the 
joint auspices of the Karnata­
ka State Newspaper Distribu­
tors’ Federation, Newspaper 
Distributors’ Charitable Trust 
and Belagavi Daily Newspa­
per Distributors’ Association.

Inaugurating the event, Pra­
bhakar said no profession was 
inferior or superior and high­
lighted the important role 
played by newspaper distrib­
utors in the media industry. 
He described them as the 
backbone of newspaper distri­
bution, delivering newspapers 
to thousands of homes every 
morning.

He urged media organisa­
tions to recognise distributors 
as an important part of their 
institutions and provide them 
with proper facilities and re­
spect. He also encouraged 
distributors to take pride in 
their work and ensure quality 
education for their children.

Karnataka State Working 
Journalists’ Association Pres­
ident Shivananda Tagaduru 
advised distributors to register 
for e-Shram cards to access 
government welfare schemes. 
He called for unity among 
distributors and demanded a 
separate corporation or acad­
emy to address their concerns.

Federation President K. 

Shambhulinga said nearly 
25,000 newspaper distributors 
were working across Karnata­
ka. He demanded accident 
insurance, relaxation of insur­
ance conditions and a sepa­
rate welfare fund for distribu­
tors.

Conference President Prat­
ap Bhosale and State General 
Secretary Suresh P. also 
stressed the need for better 
welfare facilities. Suresh said 
a request had been submitted 
seeking a Rs. 2 crore grant. 
He also demanded Rs. 10 lakh 
health insurance coverage and 
electric two-wheelers.

During the event, district 
presidents, including Shiva­
mogga District President N. 
Malathesh, were felicitated. 
Children of journalists who 
excelled in SSLC and PUC 
examinations were honoured. 
The Seva Ratna awards were 
also presented to media repre­
sentatives, editors and news­
paper distributors.

Several federation of­
fice-bearers and representa­
tives from different districts 
attended the conference.

Newspaper distributors honoured at the sixth State conference in Belagavi.

LEGAL ADOPTION ONLY PROPER WAY 
TO ADOPT CHILDREN

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Legal adoption is the only proper way to be­
come a parent through adoption, and people 
must follow the prescribed legal procedures 
instead of taking shortcuts, said Senior Civil 
Judge and Koppal District Legal Services 
Authority Member Secretary Mahantesh S. 
Daragad.

He was speaking at a legal awareness pro­
gramme held at Sri Gavisiddeshwara 
Pre-University College in Koppal on No­
vember 11. The programme was organised to 
mark National Legal Services Day in associ­
ation with the District Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, District Legal Services Authority, 
Department of School Education and Litera­
cy and District Child Protection Unit.

Magadi 
demands its 

allocated 
share of 

Hemavathi 
water

CH NEWS, 
MAGADI

Magadi taluk is en­
titled to 0.6 TMC 
of Hemavathi wa­
ter, and the people 
are only demand­
ing their rightful 
share, said BDCC 
Bank President 
H.N. Ashok.

Speaking at a 
press conference at 
the BDCC Bank 
hall in Magadi, 
Ashok said the wa­
ter allocation was 
not limited to Tu­
makuru district. 
“We are not asking 
for charity. We are 
demanding the wa­
ter allocated to 
Magadi,” he said.

Ashok also de­
fended Kunigal 
MLA Dr. Ranga­
nath against allega­
t ions  made by 
JD(S) leader Jaga­
dish. He said peo­
ple had elected 
Ranganath twice 
because of the de­
velopment works 
undertaken in the 
constituency. 

Public Service 
Campaign scheduled 
in Mandya on Nov 14

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A ‘Praja Seva Andolana’ 
(Public Service 

Campaign) will be held 
on November 14 at 11 am 
at the Government High 

School premises in 
Chikkagangavadi village, 
under G. Malligere Gram 

Panchayat in Mandya 
taluk.

The programme will be 
held under the chairman-

ship of the MLA repre-
senting the Melukote 

Assembly constituency.

Residents can submit 
petitions regarding their 

grievances during the 
campaign. They are 

advised to bring all nec-
essary supporting docu-
ments along with their 

applications.

The Mandya Taluk 
Tahsildar has urged the 

public to attend the pro-
gramme and make use of 
this opportunity to resolve 

their grievances.

Power supply to be 
disrupted in Mandya 

on Nov 13, 14
CH NEWS, MANDYA

Electricity supply will be inter-
rupted in several areas of 

Mandya district on November 
13 and 14 due to scheduled 

maintenance work on power 
lines. On November 13, power 
supply will remain suspended 

from 9 am to 6 pm due to 
urgent maintenance work on 
the 11 KV Gandhinagar power 
line originating from Mandya. 
Annapoorneshwari Nagar, 7th 

Cross (Phase 2) and surround-
ing areas will be affected, 
according to the Assistant 

Executive Engineer of CESC’s 
Mandya Sub-division.Similarly, 
on November 14, power supply 

will be disrupted from 10 am 
to 6.30 pm due to mainte-
nance work on the F-7 Pura 

NJY feeder line from the 66/11 
KV Kolakaranadoddi Power 

Distribution Station. 
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New Aadhaar Seva Kendra 
opens in Mandya

MANDYA: A new Aadhaar Seva Kendra has been opened in Mandya 
to provide faster and easier Aadhaar-related services to the public. 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. Kumar inaugurated the centre at S.N. 
Complex on the old Mysore–Bengaluru Road.

Established by the Bengaluru Regional Office of the Unique 
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), the centre will provide 
services such as new Aadhaar registrations, personal detail corrections, 
information updates and photograph changes. Speaking at the 
inauguration, Dr. Kumar said the facility would help people access 
various Aadhaar services under one roof, reducing unnecessary travel 
and delays. He urged residents to make use of the centre.

The centre will remain open seven days a week, including 
government holidays, from 9 am to 5.30 pm. In a special gesture, Kiran 
and Manjushree from Bidara Hosahalli village in Maddur taluk, along 
with their daughter Sudiksha Gowda, who had visited the centre to 
access Aadhaar services, joined the inauguration. UIDAI Deputy 
Director Priya Kumar and Information and Public Relations 
Department Senior Assistant Director T.K. Harish attended the event.

At a glance
Backbone of media

Distributors deliver newspapers to 
thousands of homes every morning.

Workforce
About 25,000 newspaper 
distributors work across Karnataka.

Welfare demands
A Rs. 2 crore grant, insurance cover 
and electric two-wheelers.

Government access
Distributors urged to register for 
e-Shram cards.
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PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀ

PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAf¤ÃAiÀÄgÀgÀÄ,
UÁæ«ÄÃt PÀÄrAiÀÄÄªÀ ¤ÃgÀÄ ¸ÀgÀ§gÁdÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÉÊªÀÄð®å E¯ÁSÉ «¨sÁUÀ, UÀzÀUÀ

PÁ.E: UÁæ.PÀÄ.¤Ã&£ÉÊ.«/UÀzÀUÀ/ Q.EA/mÉAqÀgï/2026-27/1262                 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 12.11.2026

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

¥ÀAZÁAiÀÄvÀ gÁeï EAf¤ÃAiÀÄjAUÀ E¯ÁSÉAiÀÄ°è £ÉÆÃAzÁ¬Ä¹zÀ UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ LlA zÀgÀzÀ°è

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ̧ ÀAUÀæºÀuÉAiÀÄ°è ¥ÁgÀzÀ±ÀðPÀvÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ-2000 ªÀÄvÀÄÛ EwÛÃa£À wzÀÄÝ¥ÀrUÀ¼ÀAvÉ,

PÀÄrAiÀÄÄªÀ ¤ÃgÀÄ ̧ ÀgÀ§gÁdÄ AiÉÆÃd£É CrAiÀÄ°è UÀzÀUÀ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ F PÉ¼ÀV£À PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgÀ£ÀÄß

"E ¥ÉÆæPÀÄågÀªÉÄAmï-2" ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ PÀgÉAiÀÄ¯ÁVzÉ.

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAf¤ÃAiÀÄgÀgÀÄ,

UÁæ«ÄÃt PÀÄrAiÀÄÄªÀ ¤ÃgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÉÊªÀÄð®å «¨sÁUÀ, UÀzÀUÀªÁ¸Á À̧AE/UÀzÀUÀ/309/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

F PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÁV ºÁUÀÆ qË£À̄ ÉÆÃqÀ ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä UÀÄwÛUÉzÁg ÀgÀÄ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ̧ ÀgÀPÁg ÀzÀ

"E ¥ÉÆ æÃPÀÆågÀªÉÄAmï" ªÉ̈ ï Ȩ́Êmï https://KPPP.karnataka.gov.in £À°è £ÉÆÃrPÉÆ¼Àî§ºÀÄzÀÄ. mÉAqÀgÀ

¸À°ȩ̀ À®Ä ¥ÁægÀA¨sÀªÁUÀÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 13.11.2026, ¥Àæ±ÉÆßÃvÀÛgÀzÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ : 19.11.2026 mÉAqÀgÀ

¹éÃPÀj¸ÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 21.11.2026 vÁAwæPÀ ©qï mÉAqÀgÀ vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 23.11.2026
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RWSSD/2026-27/WS/WORK_INDENT11127 82.92 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ 1.66 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ1

RWSSD/2026-27/CT/WORK_INDENT10674 16.82 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ 0.420 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ2

This notice is given to the General 
public that my client, Canara Bank 
Huliyar Branch, Chikkanayakanahalli 
Taluk, is going to sanction loan in 
favour of Sri Rahamath Ulla S/o 
Abdul Shukoor, aged about 54 
years R/o Pesh-Imam Mohalla 
Sira Town, Sira Taluk, Tumkur Dist, 
against security of below mentioned 
schedule property. As per the 
information from Sri. Rahamath 
Ulla, he has acquired the schedule 
property, under registered Gift deed 
dt 1.02.2013, Regd as No.SRA-1- 
10850/2012-13 and further he has 
given information to my client that, at 
the time of execution of Registered 
Gift deed dt 01.02.2013, his father 
Abdul shukoor has handed over the 
original Registered Sale deed dt 
15.02.1995, Regd No.2505/1994-
95, which is parent deed of above 
said gift deed, further he stated that, 
unfortunately he has misplaced the 
Registered Sale deed dt 15.02.1995, 
Regd as No.2505/1994-95. In 
this regard he has lodged online 
Complaint Vide Loss of Article No. 
2532745/2026 Hence anybody 
having title interest, and right in 
any manner over the schedule 
property, may intimate the same in 
writing with documentary evidence 
to the undersigned within 07 days 
from the date of this publication, 
failing which my client will proceed 
with the loan transactions as not 
claimed. Further it is requested that 
if anybody finds regd original sale 
deed, the same may be handed over
above said either to me or to my 
client. SCHEDULE: Site bearing 
No. 5279/5156/4/A, measuring East-
west:1372 meters North-South: 9.14 
meters Situated at Pesh-Imam- 
Mohalla, Sira Town, Tumkur Dist,

H.Wajid Ahmed 
Advocate and Notary 
R.T.Road Sira Town 
Mob: 9448101786

PUBLIC NOTICE
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India-EU discuss security, 

global conflicts
THE TWO SIDES ALSO EXCHANGED VIEWS ON THE UKRAINE CONFLICT 

AND OTHER PRESSING REGIONAL AND GLOBAL DEVELOPMENTS.

“A good discussion on 
our security, 

economic, technological 
and people-to-people 
cooperation, and next 
steps.”

— S Jaishankar, External Affairs 
Minister

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar met Marie-Agnes 
Strack-Zimmermann, Chair of 
the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Security and 
Defence, on Thursday, to dis­
cuss strengthening India-Eu­
ropean Union cooperation 
across several key sectors, 
including security, economy, 
technology and people-to-peo­
ple ties.

The meeting also witnessed 
an exchange of views on the 

ongoing Russia-Ukraine con­
flict and other important re­
gional and global develop­
ments.

Following the meeting, Jais­
hankar shared details of the 
discussion in a post on X. He 
described the interaction as 
productive and highlighted the 
areas discussed, along with 
possible next steps to advance 
bilateral engagement.

“Glad to meet Dr. Ma­
rie-Agnes Strack-Zimmer­
mann, Chair of the European 
Parliament’s Committee on 

Security and Defence. A good 
discussion on our security, 
economic, technological and 
people-to-people cooperation, 
and next steps,” Jaishankar 
said.

The meeting comes amid 
continued diplomatic engage­
ment between India and the 
European Union over pressing 
international developments, 
particularly the ongoing con­
flicts in Ukraine and the Mid­
dle East.

Last month, Jaishankar met 
EU High Representative for 

Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Kaja Kallas on the 
sidelines of the G20 Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting in Atlanta. 
The two leaders discussed the 
Ukraine conflict and the situ­
ation in the Gulf region.

During the G20 meeting, 
both sides highlighted the im­
portance of protecting mari­
time routes, ensuring energy 
security and strengthening 
global supply chains.

Jaishankar reiterated India’s 
position that diplomacy re­
mains essential in resolving 
international conflicts, while 
emphasising freedom of nav­
igation and the protection of 
civilian shipping under inter­
national law.

India gears up for IITF with 
global participation

The 45th India 
International Trade Fair 

will showcase 
thousands of 

exhibitors, startups and 
regional products at 
Bharat Mandapam.

NEW DELHI

Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Piyush Goyal is 
set to inaugurate the 45th In­
dia International Trade Fair 
(IITF) 2026 at Bharat Man­
dapam in New Delhi, bringing 
together businesses, startups 
and exhibitors from across In­
dia and abroad.

Organised by the India 
Trade Promotion Organisa­
tion (ITPO), the fair will run 
from November 14 to 27, fea­
turing more than 3,500 exhib­
itors across 17 halls covering 
over 1,00,000 square metres 
of exhibition space.

The event will feature 
32 states and Union Territo­
ries, along with 51 Central 
Ministries, government de­
partments, PSUs and public 
sector banks.

Bihar, Maharashtra, Rajas­
than and Uttar Pradesh have 
been designated Partner 
States, while Assam, Delhi, 
Jharkhand and West Bengal 
will participate as Focus 
States.

International exhibitors 
from 11 countries will show­
case products and explore op­
portunities for strengthening 
global trade partnerships.

A major attraction will be 
the Hall of Inspiration in Hall 
14, featuring approximately 
600 Indian startups working 
across deep-tech, agri-tech, 
drones, space, healthcare and 
education technology.

The fair aims to strengthen 
market access for Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterpris­
es, startups and small traders 
by connecting them with po­
tential buyers and expanding 
commercial opportunities.

Organisers expect the exhi­
bition to promote innovation, 
entrepreneurship and India’s 
diverse industrial and cultural 
heritage.

ITPO Chairman Jawed 
Ashraf said IITF 2026 would 
celebrate India’s progress, di­
versity and heritage, with a 
special  focus on youth 
through startups and regional 
craftsmanship.

Andhra Pradesh plans investor protection law India second only to US in critical minerals pacts

Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu 
announced plans for 
legislation to protect 

investors from political 
vendetta and regime 

changes.

VISAKHAPATNAM

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis­
ter N Chandrababu Naidu on 
Thursday announced that his 
government would introduce 
an Investment Protection Act 
to safeguard investors against 
political vendetta and uncer­
tainties arising from changes 
in government.

Addressing the inaugural 
session of the 31st CII Part­
nership Summit  in Vi­
sakhapatnam, Naidu said 
concerns over political devel­
opments and the possibility 
of decisions being reversed 

after regime changes were 
causing apprehension among 
investors.

He said the state govern­
ment was preparing the pro­
posed legislation and would 
forward the Bill to the Centre 
after securing its passage in 
the state Assembly.

Naidu also urged Union 
Commerce and Industry Min­
ister Piyush Goyal to take up 
the proposal with the Central 
government and work towards 
introducing similar legislation 
at the national level.

The Chief Minister ex­
pressed confidence that a na­

tionwide Investment Protec­
tion Act would provide great­
er assurance to domestic and 
international investors, en­
courage fresh investments and 
strengthen India’s position as 
an investment destination.

Earlier, state Human Re­
sources Development, Infor­
mation Technology, Electron­
ics and Real Time Gover­
nance Minister Nara Lokesh 
also announced that the gov­
ernment would enact legisla­
tion to protect investors.

Lokesh said the state, which 
had earlier pioneered the im­
plementation of escrow ac­
counts, was preparing to be­
come the first state in the 
country to introduce such a 
law.

NEW DELHI

India has signed 15 critical 
minerals-related agreements 
since January 2025, making 
the country one of the world’s 
most active participants in the 
race to secure resources need­
ed for the global energy tran­
sition, a new report has said.

India’s agreements reveal a 
growing recognition that its 
clean energy ambitions hinge 
on securing access to unavail­
able or domestically insuffi­
cient resources such as lithi­
um, cobalt, nickel, graphite, 
copper and rare earth ele­
ments, essential for electric 
vehicles, batteries, wind tur­
bines, electricity grids and 
semiconductors.

India’s National Critical 
Mineral Mission, approved in 
January 2025,  a ims to 
strengthen the entire critical 
minerals value chain from ex­
ploration and mining to pro­
cessing, recycling and the 
recovery of minerals.

The programme, running 
from FY25 through FY31, en­

visages government expendi­
ture of Rs 16,300 crore and 
aims to catalyse Rs 18,000 
crore of investment by public 
sector undertakings.

These include 1,200 domes­
tic exploration projects led by 
the Geological Survey of In­
dia, with plans to secure 26 
foreign mining assets through 
PSUs and 24 through the pri­
vate sector.

“International partnerships 
are an important part of this 
strategy. State-owned Khanij 
Bidesh India Ltd (KABIL) 
has signed an agreement with 
Argentina’s CAMYEN to ex­
plore and develop five lithi­
um brine blocks covering 
15,703 hectares in the prov­
ince of Catamarca. India has 
also entered into an arrange­
ment with Australia to ex­

plore opportunities for joint 
investment in lithium and co­
balt assets,” the report said.

India has also recently ex­
panded cooperation with Ger­
many and Norway on critical 
minerals, supply chain diver­
sification, research, process­
ing and recycling to develop 
the capacity to process min­
erals, manufacture high­
er-value products and set up a 
stronger domestic industrial 
ecosystem.

Commercial real estate investment rises 15% Seoul shares snap rally on Nvidia worries

15%
rise in investment, 

Jan-Sep

$5.5 bn
cross-border inflows

7.75-8%
Grade A office yields

NEW DELHI

Investment in India’s com­
mercial real estate sector rose 
15% year-on-year in the first 
nine months of 2026, while 
cross-border inflows reached 
$5.5 billion, according to a 
report released on Thursday.

The growth came as com­
mercial real estate investment 
across the Asia-Pacific region 
climbed 27% from a year ear­
lier to nearly $200  billion 
during the period, according 
to a report by Savills.

India remains one of the 
few markets in the region of­
fering both relatively high 
rental yields and income 
growth, it added.

“India continues to strength­
en its position as an attractive 
destination for global real es­
tate investors,” Anurag 
Mathur, chief executive of 

Savills India, said. Strong oc­
cupier demand, healthy rental 
growth and competitive yields 
were supporting investor con­
fidence, while growing inter­
est from overseas buyers re­
flected both current returns 
and long-term growth pros­
pects, he added.

The report also highlighted 
India’s urbanisation trend, 
noting that around 36% of the 
population lives in cities and 
that about 12 million people 
are being added to urban ar­
eas every year.

Across Asia-Pacific, invest­
ment activity remained con­
centrated among large institu­
tional investors.

The 25 biggest buyers ac­
counted for 47% of regional 
deal volumes in the first half 
of 2026, up from 34% two 
years earlier.

Among property segments, 
data centres posted the stron­
gest growth with investment 
volumes rising 79% year-on-
year, followed by retail assets 
at 36%.

SEOUL

South Korean shares ended a 
two-day winning run on 
Thursday, slipping 0.6% as 
uncertainty over Nvidia’s 
leadership weighed on the 
market.

The benchmark Korea 
Composite Stock Price Index 
(KOSPI) lost 32.63 points, or 
0.61%, to finish at 5,342.73, 
after climbing 4.39% on Tues­
day and 2.6% on Wednesday.

The index opened 0.2% 
higher and swung between 
gains and losses through the 
morning, touching a high of 
5,458.84.

According to US media re­
ports, Nvidia’s board was pre­
paring to remove chief exec­
utive Jensen Huang after re­
ports of his alleged multiple 
extramarital affairs. Ques­
tions over Huang’s future 

weighed on investors, as the 
US chip giant has close busi­
ness ties with Korean technol­
ogy companies.

Trading was light, with 
233.7  million shares worth 
20.6  trillion won (US$15.5 
billion) changing hands, and 
decliners beat gainers 595 to 
268. Foreign investors were 
net buyers of 370.4  billion 
won worth of shares, while 
institutions were net sellers of 
690.3 billion won and indi­
viduals of 204.3 billion won.

“The KOSPI was hit by un­
certainties stemming from the 
scandal involving Nvidia 
CEO Jensen Huang,” said Lee 
Kyoung-min, an analyst from 
Daishin Securities. “At the 
same time, some investors 
sought profits following the 
recent rally.”

Chip stocks mostly ended 
lower, although Samsung 
Electronics gained 0.97% to 
208,000 won. SK hynix lost 
1.8% to 1.25 million won, and 
chip equipment maker Hanmi 
Semiconductor slipped 1.14% 
to 181,900 won.

Samsung Electro-Mechan­
ics fell 4.01% to 886,000 
won, and SK hynix’s parent, 
SK Square, eased 0.63% to 
791,000 won. Internet com­
pany Naver, in which Nvidia 
is the third-largest sharehold­
er, sank 6.43% to 181,800 
won.

SPACE INTELLIGENCE

TDB backs AI-powered indigenous spy satellite project
The project

■	 Total cost: Rs 128.11 crore
■	 TDB support: Rs 64.05 crore 

from the RDI Fund
■	 Satellites: 50-kg-class 

microsatellites
■	 Technology: from TRL-4 to 

TRL-9

NEW DELHI

The Technology Develop­
ment Board (TDB) has signed 
an agreement with Bengalu­
ru-based Astrome Technolo­
gies to provide financial as­
sistance of Rs 64.05 crore for 
developing an indigenous ar­
tificial intelligence-enabled 
electronic intelligence satel­
lite constellation for national 
security applications.

According to an official 
statement issued by the Min­
istry of Science and Technol­
ogy on Thursday, the project 
has a total estimated cost of 
Rs 128.11 crore and will re­

ceive funding under the Re­
search, Development and In­
novation (RDI) Fund.

The initiative aims to es­
tablish a sovereign space-
based electronic intelligence 
(ELINT) cons te l la t ion , 

strengthening India’s capabil­
ities in strategic intelligence 
gathering, data processing 
and secure space communica­
tions.

Under the project, Astrome 
Technologies plans to develop 

and deploy a constellation of 
50-kg-class microsatellites 
capable of providing wider 
geographical coverage and 
more frequent observation of 
designated areas.

The company will also de­

velop inter-satellite communi­
cation technology, enabling 
satellites to exchange infor­
mation and function as an in­
tegrated network in low-Earth 
orbit.

TDB Secretary Rajesh Ku­
mar Pathak said the initiative 
demonstrated the potential of 
India’s deep-tech ecosystem 
to develop advanced space 
technologies by bringing to­
gether artificial intelligence, 
electronic intelligence and 
next-generation communica­
tion systems.

Astrome said the financial 
support would accelerate the 
development and integration 

of critical technologies and 
help take the programme to­
wards operational readiness.

The latest agreement fol­
lows another major funding 
initiative by TDB in October, 
when it committed Rs  116 
crore to Manastu Space Tech­
nologies for developing an 
integrated green propulsion 
system for satellites and 
launch vehicles.

The projects underline In­
dia’s growing focus on 
strengthening indigenous 
space technologies and re­
ducing dependence on for­
eign systems for strategic 
applications.

GreenLine deploys 
electric trucks for 
Kirloskar Ferrous

MUMBAI
GreenLine Mobility 

Solutions Ltd., an Essar 
Group venture and India’s 

leading green logistics 
operator of LNG and elec-
tric-powered heavy com-

mercial trucks, 
announced its partner-

ship with Kirloskar 
Ferrous Industries Limited 

for the deployment of 
electric trucks to support 

its logistics operations. 
The partnership was 

marked by the flag-off of 
electric trucks at Kirloskar 
Ferrous’ plant in Taloja in 

Navi Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. The deploy-

ment brings electric 
mobility into Kirloskar 

Ferrous’ goods transpor-
tation, adding another 

application for low-
er-emission solutions in 

industrial logistics.

Astrobase to 
invest Rs 800 cr 

in Andhra Pradesh
VISAKHAPATNAM

Astrobase Space 
Technologies on Thursday 

announced an invest-
ment of Rs 800 crore in 

Andhra Pradesh to signifi-
cantly expand its rocket 

testing and launch vehicle 
development infrastruc-

ture, marking a major step 
in strengthening India’s 

private space transporta-
tion ecosystem. The space 

technology company 
signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) 
with the Andhra Pradesh 
Economic Development 
Board during the 31st CII 

Partnership Summit 2026 
in Visakhapatnam to 

expand its existing rocket 
engine testing facility at 

Thimmasamudram in Sri 
Sathya Sai district. Under 

the expansion plan, 
Astrobase will add 

339 acres to its existing 
facility, increasing the 

total footprint to around 
360 acres from approxi-

mately 22 acres at 
present.

INSA endorses G20 
science statement 

on using AI
NEW DELHI

The Indian National 
Science Academy (INSA) 

has endorsed the Joint 
Science20 (S20) 

Statement released by 
the science academies of 
the G20 countries, reaf-
firming its commitment 

to advancing sci-
ence-based solutions for 

disaster preparedness 
and resilience, the 

Ministry of Science and 
Technology said on 

Thursday. The statement 
was released on 

November 10 under the 
leadership of the U.S. 
National Academy of 

Sciences (NAS) as part of 
the S20 engagement 

process.
INSA, an institution under 

the Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DST), actively partici-
pated in the S20 2026 

deliberations and backed 
the recommendations 

aimed at helping govern-
ments harness advanced 

technologies to better 
prepare for and respond 
to natural hazards and 

disasters.
Developed through con-

sultations among science 
academies across G20 

nations, the statement is 
intended to guide discus-
sions within member gov-
ernments and will also be 

presented to the G20 
ahead of the summit 

scheduled to be held in 
Miami, Florida, in 
December 2026.
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MINISTERS IN HONEYMOON MODE: WAKE UP 

BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE!
With just 17 months left to seek a fresh mandate, the D.K. Shivakumar government must move 

beyond political sparring and demonstrate tangible results on the governance front

Fix Crumbling City Roads
Commuting across our city has 
become a daily nightmare due to 
crater-sized potholes and unsci­
entific road digging. Multiple 
civic agencies repeatedly exca­
vate freshly laid asphalt for utili­
ty work, leaving behind hazard­
ous stretches and thick dust. Mo­

torists risk fatal accidents every 
evening, while ambulances lose 
precious minutes navigating dam­
aged roads. Civic authorities 
must immediately enforce strict 
coordination among utility de­
partments, penalize contractors 
for substandard patchwork, and 
restore motorable, safe roads be­

fore the next downpour worsens 
this infrastructure crisis. � – Aaron

End Perennial Traffic 
Gridlock
Severe traffic congestion contin­
ues to rob citizens of productive 
hours and mental peace every 
single day. Poorly synchronized 

signals, rampant illegal parking 
on arterial roads, and stalled in­
frastructure projects choke major 
junctions during peak hours. 
Commuters are forced to endure 
exhausting journeys, while vehic­
ular emissions steadily degrade 
our air quality. The traffic police 
and urban planners must urgently 

clear encroachments, improve 
last-mile public transit connectiv­
ity, and enforce strict lane disci­
pline so the city can finally move 
smoothly again. �  – Fedrick

Resolve Mounting Garbage 
Crisis
Overflowing waste dumps and 

irregular garbage collection are 
turning residential neighborhoods 
into breeding grounds for dis­
ease. Despite citizens diligently 
segregating dry and wet waste at 
home, civic contractors frequent­
ly mix them during transit or 
leave black spots uncleared for 
days. Stray animals scatter plastic 

across footpaths, blocking storm 
water drains and causing foul 
odors. Civic authorities must 
streamline doorstep collection 
schedules, penalize illegal dump­
ing, and ensure scientific waste 
processing to restore cleanliness 
and public health across our 
wards. �  – Jerome

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“The message to the 
ministers is simple: 

Stop the political sparring, 
get into your offices, 
review your departments 
and start delivering. Wake 
up before it is too late.”

— Shyam Sundar Vattam

The need of the hour is to 
recognize gig workers not 
just as part of the digital 
economy, but as workers 
with rights and dignity.

“The time has come to 
restore villages as 
symbols of fresh air, 
greenery and natural 
beauty. Clean air is not 
a luxury; it is one of the 
most fundamental 
necessities of life.”
DR. VIJAY GARG

Where are the minis­
ters? This is perhaps 
the question increas­

ingly being asked by people 
who expected the Congress 
government to hit the ground 
running after assuming office 
under Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar. More than three 
months have passed since the 
new government came into 
existence, but the enthusiasm 
and urgency expected of an 
elected government seem to 
be missing in several depart­
ments.

The Shivakumar Cabinet is 
almost complete, and minis­
ters have had sufficient time 
to settle into their respective 
portfolios. Yet, barring a hand­
ful, many ministers appear to 
be taking their own time to get 
down to serious business. The 
corridors of Vidhana Soudha 
and Vikasa Soudha should 
have been bustling with min­
isterial activity, departmental 
reviews, policy discussions 
and decisions aimed at im­
proving public service deliv­
ery. Instead, the impression 
gaining ground is that gover­
nance has been left largely to 
the bureaucracy.

A government cannot afford 
to remain in a state of politi­

cal transition indefinitely. The 
electorate did not give the 
Congress a mandate merely to 
occupy the seats of power; it 
voted for a government that 
promised better administra­
tion, accountability and devel­
opment. The expectation was 
that the new dispensation 
would correct the shortcom­
ings of the previous BJP gov­
ernment and provide a more 
responsive and people-orient­
ed administration.

Unfortunately, the pace of 
governance has so far failed 
to match these expectations.

The prevailing drought sit­
uation has become a conve­
nient explanation for the slow 
pace of administration. While 
drought undoubtedly demands 
the government’s immediate 
attention, it cannot be an ex­
cuse for ministers to remain 
inactive in their respective 
departments. On the contrary, 
a drought calls for more in­
tensive monitoring, frequent 
reviews, coordination among 
departments and prompt deci­
sions. Water management, 
drinking water supply, agri­
cultural relief, employment 
generation and rural develop­
ment require political leader­
ship, not merely routine bu­
reaucratic correspondence.

There are, of course, minis­
ters who have demonstrated a 
degree of seriousness in han­
dling their responsibilities. 

Krishna Byre Gowda, Eshwar 
Khandre, U.T. Khader, M.B. 
Patil, Ramalinga Reddy and 
Dr. G. Parameshwara are 
among those who have been 
visible in their respective ar­
eas of administration. Their 
engagement, however, cannot 
compensate for the lack of ur­
gency in several other depart­
ments.

Both first-time ministers 
and experienced political vet­
erans must understand that 
ministerial office is not a cer­
emonial position. Taking 
charge of a portfolio is only 
the beginning. Ministers are 
expected to understand the 
functioning of their depart­
ments, identify bottlenecks, 
review ongoing projects, set 
priorities and ensure that de­
cisions translate into results 
on the ground.

Have all ministers conduct­
ed comprehensive reviews of 
their departments? Have they 
identified pending projects 
and administrative hurdles? 
Have they established clear 
timelines for implementing 
development programmes? 
These are questions the gov­
ernment must answer.

Instead of concentrating on 
governance, several ministers 
appear to be spending consid­
erable political energy trading 
accusations with the BJP-JDS 
combine. The controversy 
surrounding the alleged sting 

operation and other political 
confrontations has occupied 
considerable public and me­
dia attention. Political rebut­
tals may be unavoidable in a 
democracy, but they cannot 
become the principal occupa­
tion of those entrusted with 
running the State.

The Opposition has every 
right to question the govern­
ment, and the ruling party has 
every right to defend itself. 
But people expect ministers to 
devote more time to their de­
partments than to political 
mudslinging. Karnataka needs 
administrators in the Cabinet, 
not merely spokespersons for 
the ruling party.

Adding to public resent­

ment are the increases in the 
prices of essential commodi­
ties and public transport fares. 
The hike in milk and milk 
products, along with higher 
bus fares, has placed an addi­
tional burden on households, 
particularly the middle class 
and economically weaker sec­
tions.

The five guarantee schemes 
were among the Congress 
party’s major electoral prom­
ises. Their implementation 
may involve substantial finan­
cial commitments, but the 
government must ensure that 
the burden of financing them 
does not repeatedly fall on or­
dinary citizens through in­
creases in the prices of essen­
tial services and commodities.

People may be willing to 
accept reasonable adjustments 
in prices when unavoidable, 
but steep increases in every­
day expenses directly affect 
household budgets. For sala­
ried employees, small traders, 
pensioners and daily wage 
earners, every additional ru­
pee matters. The government 

must strike a balance between 
fulfilling its welfare commit­
ments and protecting the pur­
chasing power of ordinary 
families.

The bigger concern is the 
shrinking window available to 
the government to demon­
strate its performance. With 
only about 17 months remain­
ing before it faces the elector­
ate for a fresh mandate, the 
administration cannot afford 
to lose valuable time. The 
honeymoon period is over. 
The government must now 
move into performance mode.

The recent elections to the 
State Legislative Council 
have already offered political 
signals that the ruling party 
cannot afford to ignore. The 
BJP-JDS combine’s perfor­
mance in the four MLC seats 
has underlined the need for 
the Congress leadership to in­
trospect. Though Legislative 
Council elections cannot be 
treated as a direct reflection 
of the Assembly electorate’s 
mood, they do offer an indica­
tion of the political challenges 
ahead.

The 2028 Assembly elec­
tions may still appear distant, 
but for a government that has 
promised transformative gov­
ernance, the countdown has 
already begun. Every month 
lost through administrative 
inertia will make it harder to 
convince voters that the man­

date was put to effective use.
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva­

kumar must take stock of the 
functioning of his Cabinet 
and ensure that every minister 
is made accountable for the 
performance of his or her de­
partment. Regular departmen­
tal reviews, measurable tar­
gets, time-bound project exe­
cution and transparent report­
ing should become the order 
of the day.

The people are not interest­
ed in endless political ex­
changes or explanations for 
administrative delays. They 
want better roads, reliable 
drinking water, improved 
healthcare, quality education, 
employment opportunities 
and efficient public services.

Ultimately, governments 
are judged not by the number 
of press conferences held or 
political statements issued, 
but by what they deliver to 
the people.

Ministers must realise that 
the privilege of holding office 
comes with the responsibility 
of serving the public. The 
electorate that brought the 
Congress to power is watch­
ing the government’s every 
move. If the present pace of 
governance continues, the rul­
ing party may find that politi­
cal promises and electoral 
guarantees alone are insuffi­
cient to win public confi­
dence.

SHYAM SUNDAR 
VATTAM

In a changing economy, 
employment patterns are 
rapidly changing. Digital 

technology and internet-based 
services have challenged tra­
ditional ways of working. To­
day, individuals can earn a 
living by delivering food 
through mobile apps, driving 
online taxis, delivering goods, 
providing domestic services, 
or doing freelance digital 
work. This form of employ­
ment is called the gig econo­
my, and those working in it 
are identified as gig workers. 
The most significant charac­
teristic of these workers is 
that they can choose work 
according to their conve­
nience and availability, but 
this flexibility is accompanied 
by insecurity in their liveli­
hoods. Unlike regular em­
ployees, they generally lack 
access to benefits such as sal­
ary, provident fund, pension, 
medical care, and paid leave. 
Therefore, social security for 
gig workers is no longer 
merely a matter of labor wel­
fare, but has become an es­
sential prerequisite for inclu­
sive development and eco­
nomic justice.

The expansion of the digital 
economy in India has given 
new impetus to gig employ­
ment. According to a NITI 
Aayog report, the number of 
gig workers in the country is 
projected to reach approxi­
mately 23.5 million by 2029-
30. This number indicates that 
this sector of employment is 
poised to become a significant 
part of the Indian economy in 
the future. Millions of people 
working in food supply, trans­
portation, e-commerce, do­
mestic services, and various 
digital platforms are driving 
economic activity in cities. 
Despite this, their social and 
economic status remains rela­
tively vulnerable. A delivery 
worker involved in a road ac­
cident can immediately lose 
their income. Missing work 
for several days due to illness 
makes it difficult to support 
their families. Women face 
challenges such as maternity 
leave and income continuity. 

The lack of a regular pension 
in old age further increases 
their worries.

The fundamental purpose 
of social security is to provide 
financial support to workers 
in the uncertain circumstances 
of life. This becomes even 
more important for gig work­
ers, as their income depends 
on the availability of work, 
customer demand, weather, 
platform policies, and incen­
tive schemes. Changes in pay­
ment rates or reductions in 
incentives by platforms often 
impact their actual income. In 
such circumstances, benefits 
like accident insurance, life 
insurance, health coverage, 
maternity benefits, and old-
age pensions can protect them 
from financial crisis. Social 
security benefits are not lim­
ited to the worker, but provide 
protection to their entire fam­
ily. This also helps reduce 
poverty, inequality, and eco­
nomic instability.

Keeping this need in mind, 
gig workers and platform 
workers have been recognized 
as a separate category in the 
Social Security Code, 2020. 
This Code provides for the 
formulation and implementa­
t ion of  social  securi ty 
schemes for them. Institution­
al arrangements like the Na­
tional Social Security Board 
aim to coordinate between 
workers, aggregators, and the 
government and determine 
the direction of welfare 
schemes. The provision for 
the participation of various 
stakeholders in the 22-mem­
ber National Social Security 
Board is an important step in 
this direction. It is essential to 

ensure that such boards do not 
merely become institutions 
that recommend schemes, but 
also understand the real prob­
lems of workers and become 
effective means of resolving 
them.

The role of these boards is 
important on several levels. 
First, they can contribute to 
the formulation and prioriti­
zation of social security 
schemes. Second, they can 
oversee the expansion of ben­
efits such as life insurance, 
accident insurance, disability 
assistance, maternity benefits, 
and old-age security. Third, 
they can ensure accountabili­
ty by reviewing the expendi­
ture on schemes and their 
implementation. Fourth, they 
can help develop a system to 
ensure that a worker’s social 
security benefits are not lost 
when they move from one 
digital platform to another or 
work from one state to anoth­
er.

The e-Shram portal can be 
an important tool in this di­
rection. Aadhaar-linked reg­
istration can facilitate the 
identification of workers and 
their access to welfare bene­
fits. However, mere registra­
tion is not enough. Real suc­
cess will be achieved when 
registered workers also re­
ceive timely payments of ac­
cident assistance, insurance, 
health services, and other pre­
scribed benefits. To achieve 
this, the digital system must 
be simplified, transparent, 
and worker-friendly.

However, this system faces 
several serious challenges. 
The most significant problem 
is the ambiguity of employ­
ment relationships. Gig work­
ers are often treated as inde­
pendent partners or service 
providers, while their working 
conditions, payment, task al­
location, and performance 
evaluation are controlled by 
digital platforms. This makes 
it difficult to determine who 
is responsible for social secu­
rity. Another problem is the 
gap between plans and actual 
benefits. Many workers are 
unaware of the plans, and the 
registration and claim process 
is complex for some. The 
third challenge is worker rep­
resentation. Without their ac­
tual participation in policy 

decisions, the plans will not 
be tailored to the needs on the 
ground.

The availability of financial 
resources is also a major is­
sue. The Social Security Code 
provides for contributions 
from aggregators of one to 
two percent of their annual 
turnover, but not exceeding 
five percent of the total 
amount paid to workers. This 
system aims to create a sus­
tainable financial foundation 
for social security. However, 
transparency in the calcula­
tion, collection, and use of 
contributions is essential. It 
must also be ensured that the 
financial burden is not indi­
rectly transferred to workers’ 
incomes.

The way forward is clear. 
The central and state govern­
ments must work together to 
ensure effective implementa­
t ion of  social  securi ty 
schemes. Simple registration 
of each gig worker, portable 
benefits across multiple plat­
forms, regular social security 
audits, and effective grievance 
redressal mechanisms must be 
developed. Special attention 
should be paid to maternity 
assistance and safe working 
conditions, taking into ac­
count the specific needs of 
women workers. Furthermore, 
genuine and adequate partici­
pation of worker representa­
tives on social security boards 
must be ensured.

The gig economy is India’s 
new economic reality. It 
should be viewed as an op­
portunity for job creation and 
entrepreneurship, but simply 
increasing employment op­
portunities is not enough. De­
velopment will be meaningful 
only when the lives of the 
workers who drive that 
growth are also secure and 
dignified. The benefits of 
technological and market ad­
vancements must reach work­
ers. Social security boards can 
be an important bridge in this 
direction. Their role must not 
be limited to paper recom­
mendations, but rather ensure 
that the benefits of schemes 
reach the last worker. Flexible 
employment can increase 
workers’ independence, but in 
the absence of social security, 
this independence turns into 
economic insecurity.

There was a time when 
the mention of villages 
brought to mind green 

fields, shady trees, open skies, 
clean water and fresh, unpol­
luted air. Mornings in villages 
began with the melodious 
chirping of birds and refresh­
ing breezes. People often pre­
ferred villages to escape the 
crowds, smoke and pollution 
of cities. However, the situa­
tion is changing rapidly. To­
day, the villages of Punjab are 
also facing the serious prob­
lem of air pollution. The plac­
es once known for their clean 
environment are increasingly 
filled with smoke, dust and 
harmful particles.

There are several reasons 
behind the growing air pollu­
tion in Punjab. Crop residue 
burning, particularly after the 
paddy harvest during October 
and November, is one of the 
major contributors. The smoke 
released from burning agricul­
tural waste spreads across 
neighbouring villages and 
towns. It increases the concen­
tration of fine particulate mat­
ter in the air, which can enter 
the human body through 
breathing and adversely affect 
health.

However, stubble burning 
is not the only cause of pollu­
tion. Increasing numbers of 
vehicles, diesel-powered ag­
ricultural machinery, brick 
kilns, construction activities, 
road dust, waste burning and 
smoke from household fuels 
also contribute to deteriorat­
ing air quality in villages. 
The excessive and improper 
use of pesticides and chemi­
cals in agricultural fields rais­
es additional environmental 
concerns.

Today, children, elderly 
people and women living in 
villages are also experiencing 
respiratory problems. Expo­
sure to polluted air can in­
crease the risk of coughing, 
eye irritation, allergies, asth­
ma and cardiovascular diseas­
es. Prolonged exposure may 
seriously affect lung and heart 

health. Young children, whose 
lungs are still developing, and 
elderly people with vulnera­
ble health are particularly at 
risk.

Another worrying aspect of 
this problem is the relatively 
limited awareness and moni­
toring of air pollution in rural 
areas. Many villages lack ad­
equate air-quality monitoring 
facilities. As a result, resi­
dents often remain unaware of 
the actual quality of the air 
they breathe every day.

To address this crisis, farm­
ers should not simply be 
blamed; instead, they must be 
provided with practical and 
affordable alternatives. Ma­
chines such as Happy Seed­
ers, Super Seeders and balers 
should be made easily acces­
sible for effective stubble 
management. 

Agricultural residue can 
also be converted into organic 
manure, biogas and other use­
ful products. 

Farmers need adequate fi­
nancial assistance, technical 
guidance and institutional 
support to adopt environmen­
tally friendly practices.

Increasing tree cover, de­
veloping community forests, 
planting trees along roadsides 
and protecting ponds and nat­
ural water bodies are equally 
important. Burning garbage 
and plastic waste must be dis­
couraged through effective 
awareness and enforcement. 
Clean cooking fuels should be 
promoted, while emissions 
from brick kilns and industri­
al units must be properly con­
trolled.

Schools and village pancha­
yats can play an important 
role in this campaign. Stu­
dents should be encouraged to 
participate in environmental 
awareness rallies, plantation 
drives and programmes pro­
moting clean air. Regular 
monitoring of air quality and 
the formation of local envi­
ronmental committees in vil­
lages can also prove benefi­
cial.

Governments, panchayats, 
farmers, scientists and ordi­
nary citizens must work to­
gether to address this growing 
challenge. Clean air is not 
merely an urban concern; it is 
a basic necessity and a right 
of every citizen, irrespective 
of where they live.

We must remember that vil­
lages are not merely centres 
of agricultural production. 
They are also the foundation 
of our culture, natural heri­
tage and way of life. If the air 
in our villages becomes pol­
luted, the dream of a healthy 
society and a secure future 
will remain incomplete.

THE QUESTION OF THE SAFETY OF GIG WORKERS VILLAGES ONCE KNOWN FOR PURE AIR ARE 
NOW IN THE GRIP OF POLLUTION

DR. SATYAVAN 
SAURABH

DR. VIJAY GARG
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Guwahati becomes first city in Assam 

to win Swachh City honour
Guwahati makes history as Assam’s first Swachh City, earning national 

recognition for its collective efforts towards urban cleanliness and sanitation.

GUWAHATI

Guwahati has achieved a ma­
jor milestone in urban clean­
liness by receiving the presti­
gious Swachh Sarvekshan 
Award under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Urban). With 
this recognition, the city has 
become the first in Assam to 
receive the distinction of a 
Swachh City from the Gov­
ernment of India.

The award was presented 
by President Droupadi Mur­
mu at a ceremony held at Vi­
gyan Bhawan in New Delhi 
on Tuesday. Assam Housing 
and Urban Affairs Minister 
Kaushik Rai received the hon­
our along with Guwahati Mu­
nicipal Corporation (GMC) 
Mayor Mrigen Sarania, Hous­
ing and Urban Affairs Com­
missioner and Secretary Ka­
vitha Padmanabhan, and 
GMC Commissioner Chin­
moy Prakash Phukan. Union 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar 
and Minister of State Tokhan 
Sahu were also present during 
the ceremony.

Team effort hailed
The recognition highlights the 

collective efforts of sanitation 
workers, government offi­
cials, municipal employees 
and residents in improving the 
city’s cleanliness and waste 
management practices.

Minister Kaushik Rai ex­
pressed gratitude to Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma for his continued guid­
ance and support in strength­
ening urban sanitation and 
civic infrastructure. He con­
gratulated the officials, work­
ers and residents who contrib­
uted to achieving the recogni­
tion.

Rai said the award was not 
merely an achievement but 

also a responsibility to main­
tain and improve the city’s 
cleanliness standards. He ac­
knowledged the contribution 
of sanitation workers, describ­
ing their efforts as essential to 
creating a healthier urban en­
vironment.

The recognition marks an 
important step in Guwahati’s 
urban development journey.

Guwahati receives the Swachh City honour at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on Tuesday

Hyderabad police station 
to become India’s 

first AI hub
HYDERABAD

Panjagutta Police Station in 
Hyderabad is being developed 
as India’s first artificial intel­
ligence-based police station, 
with plans to integrate AI 
technology into its services to 
improve public access, police 
efficiency and investigation 
procedures.

Hyderabad City Police 
Commissioner V.C. Sajjanar 
announced that the initiative 
is being developed as a pilot 
project under the directions of 
Director General of Police 
C.V. Anand. The project is 
expected to be launched 
during the first week of De­
cember.

Surprise inspection
During a surprise inspection 
on Wednesday, Sajjanar re­
viewed the technological ar­
rangements and interacted 
with complainants to under­
stand their concerns.

One of the key features will 
be the ‘SETU’ kiosk installed 
at the station reception. It will 
allow victims to register com­
plaints in nearly 10 languag­
es. Artificial intelligence will 
translate the complaints into 
the local language and for­
ward them to the concerned 
officers within moments, 
making the process easier for 

people who face language 
barriers.

The new system will also 
use AI for several police pro­
cedures, including First Infor­
mation Report registration, 
case diaries, investigation re­
ports and charge sheet prepa­
ration.

Sajjanar added that AI-
based analysis of traffic con­
gestion, hostels, commercial 
buildings and crime records in 
the Panjagutta area would 
help improve patrolling ar­
rangements.

President Murmu encourages tribal students 
to pursue ambitions through education

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu 
interacted with meritorious 
students from Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools at Rash­
trapati Bhavan on Thursday, 
encouraging them to pursue 
their ambitions through educa­

tion, dedication and self-con­
fidence.

The interaction was organ­
ised by the Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs as part of Janjatiya 
Gaurav Pakhwada, observed 
to mark the birth anniversary 
of tribal freedom fighter 
Bhagwan Birsa Munda. Ad­

dressing the students, Murmu 
highlighted the importance of 
providing equal educational 
opportunities to every section 
of society to achieve the goal 
of Viksit Bharat by 2047. She 
said Eklavya schools were 
helping tribal students receive 
quality education while devel­

oping their talents in different 
fields.

The President emphasised 
that India had no shortage of 
talent but students needed 
proper guidance, opportuni­
ties and a supportive environ­
ment to succeed. She also 
appreciated the equal repre­
sentation of boys and girls in 
these residential schools, de­
scribing it as a sign of prog­
ress towards inclusive devel­
opment. She urged students to 
aim high and work towards 
their dreams with discipline 
and determination.

Murmu also encouraged 
students to use their educa­
tion beyond securing personal 
employment. She said they 
should aim to become job 
creators and contribute to the 
country’s economic growth.

She urged students to share 
information about govern­
ment welfare schemes and 
current affairs with their fam­
ilies and communities when­
ever they returned to their 
villages.

President Droupadi Murmu with Eklavya Model Residential School students at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Thursday

Shah’s Delhi Police review 
targets organised crime

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah was scheduled to visit 
the Delhi Police Headquarters 
on Thursday to review the 
law-and-order situation and 
discuss measures to tackle or­
ganised crime, illegal weap­
ons trafficking and other un­
lawful activities in the nation­
al capital.

According to police sourc­
es, Shah was to meet senior 
officers and issue directions 
to develop an effective strate­
gy against criminal networks. 
He was also expected to seek 
updates on measures taken to 
improve women’s safety and 
control the illegal drug trade, 
issues discussed during his 

previous visit on October 24. 
The meeting was to focus on 
strengthening security ar­
rangements and improving 
coordination among law en­
forcement agencies.

During his earlier visit, 
Shah held discussions with 
senior police officials in the 
presence of Delhi Chief Min­
ister Rekha Gupta. The dis­
cussions covered women’s 
safety and measures to pre­
vent drug-related activities. 
The meeting also took place 
amid protests by opposition 
parties and student organisa­
tions over the Special Inten­
sive Revision (SIR) of elec­
toral rolls.

The Union government has 
set a target of making India 
drug-free by December 31, 
2029. Announcing the dead­
line during Police Commem­
oration Day, Shah described 
drug abuse as a serious chal­
lenge facing the country. He 
said, “We have set a target to 
eliminate the drug menace 
from India by December 31, 
2029.”

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

Modi recalls media’s move from press 
releases to Instagram reels

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday highlight­
ed the transformation of In­
dia’s media industry, recalling 
how communication methods 
had changed from traditional 
press releases to social media 
platforms such as Instagram 
Reels. He made the remarks 
while addressing journalists 
during a Diwali Milan gather­
ing at the Bharatiya Janata 
Party headquarters in Delhi.

Extending festive greetings 
to journalists and their fami­
lies ahead of Chhath, Modi 
recalled his early experiences 
handling media communica­
tion for the party. He said, “I 
have witnessed the entire evo­
lution of media communica­
tion—from the era of the 

press release to the age of the 
Instagram reel.”

Recalling the 1990s, the 
Prime Minister said commu­
nication was difficult when 
technology was limited. 
During his responsibilities for 
two nationwide campaigns, he 
often had to search for fax 
machines to send press releas­
es. Despite fewer cameras and 
limited technology, he said 

relationships with journalists 
remained strong.

Modi also recalled how 
journalists informed him 
about his appointment as Gu­
jarat Chief Minister before 
many party members knew 
about it.

The gathering also marked 
his reflections on completing 
25 years as head of a govern­
ment. Modi first became Gu­
jarat Chief Minister on Octo­
ber 7, 2001, before becoming 
Prime Minister in 2014.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Namo Bharat crosses 5 crore journeys, 
last crore in just 93 days

NEW DELHI

India’s first Regional Rapid 
Transit System (RRTS), Namo 
Bharat, has crossed five crore 
passenger journeys, marking a 
major achievement in regional 
public transportation. The lat­
est milestone was reached on 
November 10, with the corri­
dor recording its most recent 
one crore journeys in just 93 
days, according to an official 
release.

The corridor has witnessed 
a steady rise in passenger 
numbers since operations be­
gan on October 21, 2023, 
with the launch of the 17-km 
priority section between Sa­
hibabad and Duhai Depot. It 
took 574 days to reach its first 
crore passenger journeys on 
May 16, 2025. The second 

crore was achieved on De­
cember 11, 2025, followed by 
three crores on May 2, 2026, 
and four crores on August 10, 
2026.

35 lakh trips in August
Passenger numbers remained 
strong between August and 
October 2026. The corridor 
recorded 35.25 lakh journeys 
in August, 32.41 lakh in Sep­
tember and 33.49 lakh in Oc­
tober. Its highest single-day 
ridership of 1,68,666 journeys 
was recorded on August 28.

The corridor connects Del­
hi, Ghaziabad and Meerut 
through air-conditioned 
coaches, reliable services and 
interchange facilities. The en­
tire corridor, along with 
Meerut Metro, became opera­
tional on February 22, 2026.

The National Capital Re­
gion Transport Corporation 
(NCRTC) also received the 
‘Best Passenger Services and 
Satisfaction’ award at the Ur­
ban Mobility India Confer­
ence and Expo 2026 in Bhu­
baneswar.

Navy launches nationwide coastal security exercise Sea Vigil
VASCO
The Indian Navy has 

launched the fifth edition of 
its nationwide coastal defence 
exercise, Sea Vigil-26, to 
strengthen maritime security 
and assess India’s prepared­
ness against potential threats. 
The exercise is being con­
ducted along the country’s 
coastline and Exclusive Eco­
nomic Zone from November 
11 to 19.

The biennial exercise is di­

vided into two phases. The 
first phase, running from No­
vember 11 to 17, focuses on 
evaluating coastal security 
arrangements. Audit teams 
comprising personnel from 
the Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, Fisheries and Customs 
are inspecting coastal police 
stations, fishing centres and 
other important security in­
stallations to identify gaps 
and operational challenges.

Finding the gaps

Captain James John, Offi­

ciating Chief Staff Officer of 

the Goa Naval Area, said the 
evaluation would help author­
ities identify weaknesses in 
existing security systems and 
improve preparedness.

Red force, blue force
The second phase, sched­

uled for November 18 and 19, 
will involve a tactical exer­
cise featuring red and blue 

forces. The red force will 
simulate hostile elements at­
tempting to enter coastal ar­
eas, while the blue force will 
represent security agencies 
working together to protect 
the coastline.

The exercise will involve 

all coastal states and Union 
Territories, with participation 
from the Navy, Coast Guard, 
coastal police, Customs, fish­
ing communities and other 
maritime organisations. Intro­
duced in 2018 following the 
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, 

Sea Vigil aims to test India’s 
coastal defence arrangements.

Sea Vigil-26 runs along India’s coastline 
and Exclusive Economic Zone till No-
vember 19

Trichy man missing 
after Malaysia flash 

flood
TIRUCHIRAPPALLI

The family of Durai 
Murugan, a man from 

Tamil Nadu’s 
Tiruchirappalli district, 

has sought government 
intervention after he went 
missing in a flash flood at 
a Malaysian waterfall on 

November 9.Murugan, who 
had been working in 

Malaysia for two-and-a-
half years, visited the 

waterfall with 17 friends 
during the Diwali holidays. 
Eight people were swept 

away, five bodies have 
been recovered, while 

three, including Murugan, 
remain missing.His wife 

last spoke to him at around 
6.30 am on November 9.
Relatives have urged the 
Tamil Nadu government 

to coordinate with 
Malaysian authorities and 

the Indian diplomatic 
mission to trace the miss-

ing man.

Woman allegedly 
plots boyfriend’s 

murder, five 
arrested

TIRUR

Five people, including 
three women and two 
men, were arrested in 

Tirur, Malappuram 
district, for allegedly 
plotting to murder a 

young man at the request 
of his girlfriend.The 

19‑year-old woman, 
Safana, allegedly 

conspired with four 
friends to eliminate her 

boyfriend. Police said the 
group abducted him, 

robbed his mobile phone 
and brutally assaulted 

him.The victim had 
travelled to Tirur around 

midnight searching for his 
girlfriend. The accused 

allegedly lured him onto a 
motorcycle, forced him 
into a car and attacked 
him before abandoning 
him near a riverbank at 

Thazhepalam.The injured 
man approached the 
police, leading to an 

investigation.

Delhi battles heavy 
smog as AQI 

remains very poor
NEW DELHI

Delhi recorded an overall 
Air Quality Index (AQI) of 
321 on Thursday morning, 

remaining in the ‘very 
poor’ category despite a 
marginal improvement. 

Thick smog continued to 
cover several areas, reduc-

ing visibility.According to 
pollution monitoring data, 
NSUT Jaffarpur recorded 

the highest AQI at 399, 
followed by Chandni 

Chowk at 387 and Pusa at 
386. Pollution levels wors-
ened after Diwali celebra-
tions on November 8, with 

several areas previously 
recording severe levels 

above 400.The Delhi gov-
ernment has deployed 
water sprinklers, while 

Stage III restrictions under 
the Graded Response 
Action Plan remain in 

force across Delhi-NCR.

AP sets three-phase 
panchayat poll 

schedule
AMARAVATI

The Andhra Pradesh State 
Election Commission on 
Thursday announced a 

three-phase schedule for 
gram panchayat elections 

across the state, with polling 
scheduled for November 26, 

November 29 and 
December 2. State Election 
Commissioner Anil Chandra 

Punetha also announced 
election dates for 23 pend-

ing urban local bodies, 
including four municipal cor-
porations and 19 municipali-
ties and nagar panchayats.

“Cleanliness is not 
just a civic 

responsibility; it is a 
collective commitment to 
building a healthier and 
more sustainable city.”

— Kaushik Rai, Assam Minister 
for Housing and Urban Affairs

Guwahati: Assam’s first Swachh City

Hyderabad’s Panjagutta 
Police Station is set to 

become India’s first 
AI-powered police station, 

transforming public 
services, investigations 

and police efficiency 
through technology.

What AI will do
SETU kiosk takes complaints 
in nearly 10 languages

FIR registration and case 
diaries

Investigation reports and 
charge sheets

Traffic and crime-record 
analysis for patrols

“I have witnessed the 
entire evolution of 
media communication—
from the era of the press 
release to the age of the 
Instagram reel.”
NARENDRA MODI PM

COASTAL DEFENCE DRILL

5th
edition of Sea Vigil

9 days
November 11-19

2
phases: audit, then 

drills
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ELECTRIC VAN CRASH
An electric passenger van plunged down a 

hillside in central Nepal on Thursday, leaving 
at least ten dead and five injured.

KATHMANDU

At least ten people were 
killed and five others were 
injured on Thursday when an 
electric passenger van went 
off a mountain road in central 
Nepal. The van was travelling 
from Kathmandu to Sarlahi 
district when it crashed near 
Bhimphedi in Makwanpur 
district.

The crash happened early in 
the morning at Chisapani 
Gadhi, about 60 kilometres 
southwest of Kathmandu. The 
van was on the road that links 
the capital with Kulekhani 
and Bhimphedi. Police told 
the Associated Press that the 
vehicle rolled about 700 me­
tres down the hillside before 
coming to a stop.

Five men, three women and 
two girls were among those 
killed. The driver was also 
among the dead. Police offi­
cers from a nearby station 
helped take the injured to hos­
pitals for treatment. Teams 
from the Nepal Police, the 
Armed Police Force and the 
Nepal Army took part in the 
rescue.

Rescue on a steep slope
Police found a young boy 
alive on the hillside above the 
crash site. The Kathmandu 

Post reported that the five in­
jured passengers were being 
treated at Hetauda Hospital. 
The steep slope and the re­
mote location made it difficult 
for rescue teams to reach the 
site and help the passengers.

Some of the passengers 
were heading to Sarlahi to 
celebrate Chhath, local media 
reported. The crash came 
during a week of festival trav­
el in Nepal. The Associated 
Press reported that people 
were also travelling home to 
spend time with their families 
during Tihar.

Officials had identified the 
driver and one passenger by 
midday. Local officials were 

still working to confirm the 
names of the other eight peo­
ple who died.

Kantipur reported that the 
van was built to seat ten peo­
ple and was carrying 15 when 
it went off the road. Police 
were investigating what 
caused the crash.

India-Brazil plan joint 
satellite rocket

BRAZIL

An Indian space company and 
a Brazilian technology firm 
have agreed to work together 
on a rocket that could carry 
small satellites into orbit. The 
project brings together India’s 
Skyroot Aerospace and Bra­
zil’s Concert Technologies, a 
company involved in Brazil’s 
programme to develop a small 
satellite launcher.

The companies signed a 
memorandum of understand­
ing in October at the Interna­
tional Astronautical Congress 
in Antalya, Turkey. The agree­
ment sets out an initial two-
year plan. Their proposed 
rocket would be able to carry 
at least 100 kilograms into 
low Earth orbit. That is the 
region close to Earth where 
many satellites circle the 
planet.

Brazil’s small launcher pro­
gramme, known as MLBR, 
said the proposed rocket 
would sit between its own ve­
hicle, designed to carry up to 
40 kilograms, and larger rock­
ets in Skyroot’s Vikram fami­

ly. The partners plan to draw 
on work already done in both 
programmes to develop the 
new vehicle.

The Brazilian programme 
said the project could give 
satellite operators another 
launch option, particularly for 
satellites that need to travel 
around Earth near the equator. 
A date for its first flight was 
still unclear.

The two countries have 
worked together on satellite 
launches before. In February 
2021, the Indian Space Re­
search Organisation launched 
Brazil’s Amazônia-1 satellite 
from Sriharikota. Brazil de­
signed, assembled and tested 
that satellite, which was built 
to collect images of Earth. Its 
launch showed how the coun­
tries could work together to 
put a Brazilian satellite into 
orbit.

The Skyroot-Concert memorandum of understanding being signed

Iran sets 7 conditions for US talks
TEHRAN

Iran will decide whether to 
hold talks with the United 
States after Washington meets 
seven conditions set by Teh­
ran, Basij chief Hossein Taeb 
said on Thursday. He said 
Iran would decide how the 
talks would be held and what 
they would cover once those 
terms were met.

Taeb spoke at a ceremony 
honouring members of the 
Revolutionary Guards’ Aero­
space Force who were killed 
in the war.

Ghalibaf’s demands
Iranian parliament speaker 
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf 
had outlined several of Teh­
ran’s demands in an interview 
with Al Jazeera on Wednes­
day. He said Iran wanted 
Washington to lift sanctions, 
end its naval blockade of Ira­
nian ports and withdraw extra 

US forces sent to the region 
after the war.

Ghalibaf also called for an 
end to fighting involving Iran 
and its allies, a ceasefire in 
Lebanon and the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from Leba­
nese territory. He said the fu­
ture of the Strait of Hormuz 
had to be part of any talks.

Rezaei denies talks
Mohsen Rezaei, the secretary 

of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council, said on 
Tuesday that Tehran was not 
holding talks with Washing­
ton. Rezaei said Iran would 
keep the Strait of Hormuz 
closed until its conditions 
were met.

Ghalibaf, who leads Iran’s 
negotiating team, said Tehran 
had already sent Washington 
its position and was waiting 
for a formal answer.

File picture: a gathering in Iran

Fire guts rooms at Bangladeshi 
MP Tabassum’s Kushtia home

KUSHTIA

A fire destroyed five rooms at 
the family home of Bangla­
deshi lawmaker Nusrat Tabas­
sum in Kushtia overnight. 
Tabassum said petrol bombs 
were thrown at the property. 
Local police said on Thursday 
they had found no physical 
evidence of a petrol bomb and 
were still investigating the 
cause.

The fire broke out in Ba­
guan village in Daulatpur. Ta­
bassum said her grandfather 
built the house and that she 
grew up there. Police said the 
old building was used to store 
furniture and animal feed and 
to keep livestock. Two goats 
died in the fire, while the 
caretaker escaped unharmed. 
Police said Tabassum’s par­
ents lived in a separate build­

ing about 20 minutes from the 
house.

Daulatpur police chief 
Khaledur Rahman said Tabas­
sum called shortly after mid­
night to report the fire. Police 
and firefighters went to the 
property, and local residents 
helped bring the flames under 
control. Officers stayed at the 
site through the night.

Tabassum, who became 
known during Bangladesh’s 
2024 uprising, is a joint con­
vener of the National Citizen 
Party and holds a seat in par­
liament reserved for women. 
In a Facebook post after the 
fire, she said she would con­
tinue her work. Party spokes­
person Asif Mahmud Shojib 
Bhuyain also alleged that the 
property had been attacked 
with petrol bombs.

Rahman said police had 

found no glass fragments to 
support the allegation. The 
fire service had yet to submit 
its findings, he said. Electric­
ity officials also inspected the 
property to see whether a 
short circuit might have start­
ed the blaze, and their find­
ings were still pending. Police 
were looking into the cause of 
the fire and whether anyone 
was responsible.

US envoys arrive in Moscow 
for talks with Putin

MOSCOW

US envoys Steve Witkoff and 
Jared Kushner arrived in 
Moscow on Thursday for 
talks with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Their visit 
followed two days of meet­
ings in Abu Dhabi, where the 
United States brought Russian 
and Ukrainian officials to­
gether to discuss ending the 
war.

Kirill Dmitriev, a special 
envoy for Putin, met the 
Americans at Vnukovo Air­
port. Russia’s state news 
agency TASS reported that 
the three left the airport in a 
convoy. Kushner had an­
nounced the Moscow trip on 
Wednesday after the meetings 
in the United Arab Emirates.

Abu Dhabi talks
The Abu Dhabi meetings 
marked the first direct talks 

between Russia and Ukraine 
with US mediators in nine 
months. Russian and Ukrai­
nian negotiators reported 
some progress, but the US 
side said major differences 
remained, including over ter­
ritory.

Kushner said the sides had 
agreed to arrange a large re­
lease of prisoners on humani­
tarian grounds. He said the 
numbers still had to be settled 
and that he expected them to 
be finalised on Thursday. The 
proposed release was one of 
the few concrete steps Kush­
ner described after the talks.

Europe at the table
Kushner also said Washington 
wanted European representa­
tives to take part in future ne­
gotiations. Bringing them into 
the process was one of the 
issues the envoys planned to 
raise in Moscow.

After their talks with Putin, 
Witkoff and Kushner planned 
to travel to Dublin to brief 
Ukrainian President Volody­
myr Zelenskyy on their Thurs­
day meeting with Putin and 
discuss ideas that came up in 
Abu Dhabi.

North Korea rejects 
G7 call to disarm

SEOUL

On Thursday, North Korea 
rejected a call from the Group 
of Seven to give up its nuclear 
weapons. Foreign Minister 
Choe Son-hui said her coun­
try would keep its arsenal, 
arguing that it was essential to 
protecting North Korea’s in­
dependence.

Choe’s remarks, carried by 
the state-run Korean Central 
News Agency, followed a 
meeting of G7 foreign minis­
ters in Paris earlier this week. 
In a joint statement, the minis­
ters condemned North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missile programmes. They re­
newed their call for the coun­
try to give up its nuclear 
weapons in line with United 
Nations Security Council res­
olutions, which bar Pyong­
yang from developing those 
weapons.

Choe argued that North Ko­
rea had a constitutional right 
to possess nuclear weapons. 
She accused the United States 
and its allies of applying a 
double standard, pointing out 
that the United States and 
Britain both have nuclear 
weapons and belong to the 
G7. She said the group had no 
right to judge other countries’ 
nuclear policies.

The foreign minister said 
she saw no way for the G7’s 
demand to be put into prac­
tice.

Choe also said that denying 
North Korea’s status as a nu­
clear-armed country amount­
ed to an act of hostility.

COP31 leaders push for 
cleaner energy use

ANTALYA

More than 100 national lead­
ers gathered in Antalya with 
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres for 
the opening day of the COP31 
Leaders’ Summit. Their dis­
cussions focused on using 
more electricity, cutting pol­
lution from industry and re­
ducing waste.

Turkiye’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan hosted a dis­
cussion on where countries 
could replace fossil fuels with 
electricity and what stood in 
the way.

COP31 President Murat 
Kurum said climate measures 
could help countries secure 
their energy supplies, create 
jobs and make cities better 

able to cope with climate 
risks. Summit organisers also 
sought support for the Antalya 
Green Industrialisation Com­
pact, which aims to attract 
investment and build markets 
for goods made with lower 
emissions.

Industry emissions
Industry accounts for about a 
quarter of direct global carbon 
dioxide emissions. The com­
pact promotes using electricity 
in factories and reusing mate­
rials to cut those emissions.

The summit presidency 
wants to cut projected growth 
in household and similar 
waste by at least half by 2035 
and raise the global share of 
reused and recycled materials 
to at least 15 per cent.

US asks Russia for European security plan
WASHINGTON

The United States has 
asked Russia to draft a new 
security proposal for Eu­
rope as President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
seeks to end the war in 
Ukraine, Axios reported. 
Washington wants Moscow 

to explain what it would do 
to ease military tensions 
with European countries.

Trump envoys Jared 
Kushner and Steve Witkoff 
raised the request during 
meetings with Russian and 
Ukrainian officials in Abu 
Dhabi this week. Two days 
of meetings marked a re­

turn to US mediation. The 
envoys were expected to 
meet Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow 
on Thursday and ask him to 
let European representa­
tives join the next round of 
peace talks.

Russian officials pointed 
to a letter Putin sent to then 

US President Joe Biden in 
2021 about Moscow’s secu­
rity concerns. Kushner and 
Witkoff told the Russian 
side that much had changed 
since then and asked for an 
updated proposal. Russia 
has long sought limits on 
NATO expansion and a 
smaller NATO military 

presence in Eastern Europe.
The Trump administra­

tion wants to discuss Euro­
pean security alongside ef­
forts to end the fighting in 
Ukraine. Under that ap­
proach, any wider security 
deal would take effect only 
after a peace agreement. 
Washington has told Euro­

pean governments that it 
would need their approval 
and Ukraine’s consent be­
fore agreeing to a deal with 
Russia, Axios reported.

Russia has resisted giving 
European governments a 
place in the negotiations. 
European Commission 
President Ursula von der 

Leyen said talks on a new 
security agreement involv­
ing Russia should wait until 
the war in Ukraine ends. 
The meetings in Abu Dhabi 
ended without a clear 
breakthrough,  leaving 
Trump’s envoys to take 
their request directly to Pu­
tin.

Nvidia board 
weighs Jensen 
Huang’s future

Nvidia
Nvidia’s 10-member 

board is weighing 
whether Jensen Huang 

should remain chief 
executive after reports 

about his personal 
conduct. Reuters 

reported that directors 
discussed possible 
successors and an 

interim appointment 
on Wednesday, days 

after expressing confi-
dence in Huang. He 

acknowledged being 
unfaithful in a memo to 

staff. The New York 
Times later reported an 

affair with an Nvidia 
executive who reported 

to him. The board 
includes early investor 
Tench Coxe, Caltech 

professor John Dabiri, 
lawyer Stephen Neal 
and former PepsiCo 

executive Dawn 
Hudson. Huang has led 
Nvidia since it’s found-

ing in 1993, turning it 
into a leading supplier 

of AI chips.

PTM seeks answers 
about missing 

activists
PESHAWAR

The UK chapter of 
the Pashtun Tahafuz 

Movement has 
demanded answers 
about two activists 
who disappeared in 
Pakistan a year ago. 
Hanif Pashteen and 
Noor Ullah Tareen 
went missing on 

November 12, 2025, 
after attending a 
peace meeting in 

Peshawar as com-
munity representa-

tives. Amnesty 
International said 

police took the men 
into custody as they 

left the gathering. 
The UK chapter has 

raised their case with 
Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Sohail Afridi 
and highlighted it at 

a protest outside 
Britain’s Parliament. 

Amnesty 
International has 
urged Pakistani 

authorities to dis-
close where the men 

are and either 
release them or bring 

lawful charges.

XI renews push 
for unification 
with Taiwan

BEIJING
 

President Xi Jinping called 
for peaceful unification with 
Taiwan on Thursday, saying it 
was bound to happen. Tai­
wan’s government rejected 
his remarks and said people 
on the island could not accept 
rule by China’s Communist 
Party.

Xi spoke at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing at an event 
marking 160 years since the 
birth of Sun Yat-sen. Sun helped 
lead the 1911 uprising that end­
ed imperial rule and led to the 
founding of the Republic of 
China. Its government moved to 
Taiwan in 1949 after losing the 
civil war to the Communists.

Xi said Beijing was willing to 
talk with Taiwan on the basis 
that both sides belong to one 
China. He repeated Beijing’s 
offer of a system that would 
give Taiwan some control over 
its own affairs under Chinese 
rule. No major Taiwanese polit­
ical party supports the proposal.

Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs 
Council said accepting Beijing’s 
offer would mean submitting to 
Communist Party rule. Council 
spokesperson Liang Wen-chieh 
said Xi’s remarks largely re­
peated Beijing’s previous posi­
tion.

Xi did not mention military 
force in his speech. Beijing has 
kept that option open. Taiwan’s 
defence ministry said it detected 
29 Chinese military aircraft, in­
cluding fighter jets and drones, 
taking part in a patrol with Chi­
nese warships nearby on Thurs­
day.

THE CRASH

10 KILLED, AT 
LEAST

5 INJURED

15 ABOARD A 
10-SEAT VAN

700 m
ABOUT HOW FAR 
THE VAN ROLLED

The proposed rocket 
would be able to carry 
at least 100 kilograms 

into low Earth orbit

Some of Tehran’s 
demands

■	 Sanctions: lifted
■	 Ports: the naval blockade 

ended
■	 US forces: extra troops sent 

after the war withdrawn
■	 Lebanon: a ceasefire and 

Israeli withdrawal
■	 Hormuz: the strait’s future 

part of any talks

Who is Nusrat 
Tabassum

Tabassum, who became 
known during 

Bangladesh’s 2024 
uprising, is a joint convener 

of the National Citizen 
Party and holds a seat in 
parliament reserved for 

women.

In focus
→	 US envoys Steve Witkoff and 

Jared Kushner arrived in 
Moscow for talks with 
Vladimir Putin on ending the 
war in Ukraine.

→	 Kushner said the Abu Dhabi 
talks produced an agreement 
to release prisoners, with the 
numbers still to be settled. 
Disputes over territory 
remained.

→	 The envoys planned to brief 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in 
Dublin after their meeting 
with Putin.

Choe said denying North 
Korea’s status as a nuclear-

armed country amounted 
to an act of hostility

100+
national leaders at the 
opening

15%
reuse and recycling share 
sought

EUROPEAN SECURITY PROPOSAL
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Shah Rukh Khan reveals 
Mannat was once unaffordable
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh 

Khan has spoken about his 
long-standing dream of owning a 
house, revealing that even his icon­
ic Mumbai residence, Mannat, was 
once beyond his financial reach. The 
actor shared his personal experiences 
at an event in Dubai hosted by film­
maker Karan Johar.

The event was organised for 
Shahrukhz Residences by Dan­
ube and was attended by his 
wife, Gauri Khan. Recalling 
his childhood, Shah Rukh 
said losing his parents at a 
young age made owning a 
home particularly import­
ant to him. He revealed 
that he did not have a 
house of his own until he 
married Gauri.

The actor said that both 
the first house he purchased with 
Gauri and their later residence, Man­
nat, were beyond their financial 
means at the time. He described a 
home as a place where people can 
find comfort, regain confidence and 
prepare themselves to face life's 
challenges.

Encouraging people to pursue their 
dreams, Shah Rukh said that faith, de­
termination and self-belief could help 
them achieve their goals. He also 
shared that his children often tease him 
about wanting to buy houses in differ­
ent cities. During the event, the actor 

recreated popular dialogues from 
Raees and Om Shanti Om. 

He also danced to Tu Mil 
Jaaye, a song from his 
upcoming film King.

Shah Rukh purchased 
Mannat in Mumbai's 

Bandra in 2001. 
The property is 
currently under­

going renovation, 
with the work re­
portedly expected to 
be completed by De­
cember 2026.

Directed by Sid­
dharth Anand, King 
also stars Suhana 
Khan, Deepika Padu­
kone and Abhishek 

Bachchan. The film is 
scheduled for release 

on December 24, 2026.

Jailer 2
 OTT release  
gets mixed 

reactions

Divya Bharathi gets 
emotional at G.O.A.T event

Actress  Divya 
Bharathi became 
emotional at the 

pre-release event of her 
Telugu film G.O.A.T 
(Greatest Of All Time) 
in Hyderabad while 
speaking about produc­
er Chandrasekhar Red­
dy Mogulla and the 
challenges faced during 
the film's production.

The actress said she 
had been waiting for 
nearly two years for the 
film's release and de­
scribed it as an import­
ant project in her career. 
She also highlighted the 
film's message about 
online betting and gam­

bling in rural areas.
Praising the producer 

for his efforts, Divya 
Bharathi said Chan­
drasekhar Reddy had 
faced several difficulties 
but remained committed 
to completing the proj­
ect. She became tearful 
while speaking about 
h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n , 
prompting members of 
the film team to comfort 
her. She later apolo­
gised to the audience 
for becoming emotion­
al.

The event was attend­
ed by actor Manchu 
Manoj and producer 
Niranjan Reddy as spe­

cial guests. Director Ve­
davyas spoke about the 
growing problem of on­
line betting and gam­
bling and explained 
how the film addresses 
the issue through a vil­
lage-based story.

Starring Sudigali 
Sudheer and Divya 
Bharathi, G.O.A.T is di­
rected by Vedavyas 
Akula and presented by 
Asian Cinemas. 

The film also features 
Anaswara Rajan and 
Nivetha Pethuraj in im­
portant roles. It was 
scheduled for a theatri­
cal release on Novem­
ber 12, 2026.

KIARA ADVANI DISMISSES 
RUMOURS OF QUITTING ACTING

Popular Bollywood actress Kiara Ad­
vani has firmly ended rumors sug­
gesting she plans to step away 

from the film industry to focus entire­
ly on her personal life and growing 
family.

The star, currently expecting her 
second child with her husband 
and fellow actor Sidharth Malho­
tra, made it clear that embracing 
motherhood will not slow down 
her professional career. She 
stated her intention to keep ac­
cepting interesting movie roles 
that align with her artistic goals.

The couple recently appeared 
together on filmmaker Karan 
Johar’s popular talk show, 
Koffee With Karan Season 9. 
During their candid conver­
sation on the program, they 
shared details about their 
relationship history, family 
life, and individual jour­
neys in cinema. Kiara 
fondly recalled 
how Sidharth first 
noticed her talent 
after watching her 
performance in the 
anthology film Lust 
Stories, which even­
tually blossomed 
into a strong friend­
ship, a loving rela­

tionship, and marriage.
Aside from domestic life, the 

actress openly addressed the 
heavy online criticism she 

faced regarding her intimate 
scenes with actor Yash in 
the movie Toxic. She dis­

cussed the emotional toll 
brought on by the severe 
internet trolling and the 
f i lm’s  d i s appo in t i ng 

box-office performance. 
However, she credited 
Sidharth for offering unwav­
ering support during that 
tough period, noting that her 
husband was completely un­
fothered by the controversy 
surrounding her screen role.

By speaking out on televi­
sion, Kiara has successfully 
cleared up widespread ques­

tions concerning her fu­
ture in entertainment. 
Her resolute stance 
reassures fans that she 
remains fully dedi­
cated to her craft, 
ready to balance 
family responsi­
bilities with her 

passion for act­
ing in upcom­

ing c inema 
projects.

Roopkumar Rathod praises Kerala's timeless cultural heritage
Singer and music com­

poser Roopkumar Rath­
od has praised Kerala’s rich 
cultural heritage, traditional 
art forms and spiritual 
atmosphere follow­
ing his recent visit 
to the state.

Sharing photo­
graphs on Insta­
gram, the singer 
described Kerala 
as a place where 
art is not just per­
formed but wor­
sh ipped .  He 
also praised 
the state’s 

traditions, saying they re­
flect centuries of history 
and India’s cultural rich­
ness.

In his post, Roopku­
mar expressed grati­

tude for experienc­
ing the warmth 
and beauty of 
G o d ’ s  O w n 
Country. He also 

shared a photo­
graph in which he 
posed alongside 
Kathakali artists, 

highlighting his 
appreciation 

for Kerala’s 

tradit ional  per­
forming arts.

The singer’s 
v i s i t  c o m e s 
shortly after his 
trip to Banaras 
l a s t  m o n t h . 
During that visit, 
he shared photo­
graphs and reflected 
on the spiritual atmosphere 
of the ancient city.

Roopkumar said he had 

initially visited Banaras 
hoping to capture beautiful 
photographs but returned 
with a deeper sense of 

peace and stillness. He 
described the morn­

ings in Kashi as a 
reminder of spiri­
tual renewal and 
shared the mes­
sage, ‘Har Har 

Mahadev!’
Through his so­

cial media posts, the 
singer has shared his ap­

preciation for India’s di­
verse cultural traditions and 
spiritual destinations.

…a place where art is 
not just performed 

but worshipped

Barbara Broccoli 
named president 

of UK Film 
school

James Bond producer Barba­
ra Broccoli has been ap­

pointed the next president of 
the UK's National Film and 
Television School (NFTS). She 
will succeed Oscar-winning 
producer Lord David Puttnam, 
becoming the first woman to 
hold the position in the institu­
tion's history.

Puttnam, known for produc­
ing films such as Chariots of 
Fire, The Killing Fields and 
Midnight Express, will take on 
the honorary role of president 
emeritus. Broccoli's appoint­
ment comes ahead of the open­
ing of the Cubby Broccoli 
Building at the school's Bea­
consfield campus in January 
2027. The building is named 
after her father, Albert R. 'Cub­
by' Broccoli, who established 
the James Bond film franchise.

The new facility will feature 
modern teaching spaces, spe­
cialist creative facilities and 
the institution's first pur­
pose-built, fully accessible ac­
commodation for students.

Expressing her happiness 
over the appointment, Brocco­
li said she was honoured to 
follow Puttnam. She also high­
lighted the school's contribu­
tion to developing new film­
making talent and preparing 
future professionals for the 
entertainment industry.

Puttnam welcomed her ap­
pointment and expressed con­
fidence in her leadership. He 
also reflected on his long asso­
ciation with the institution, 
describing his experience there 
as an important part of his pro­
fessional journey.

Broccoli has been associated 
with the NFTS for several 
years and is recognised for her 
contribution to the James Bond 
film franchise. Her appoint­
ment marks a new chapter for 
the institution as it prepares to 
expand its facilities and sup­
port emerging filmmakers.

Mouli faces crucial box 
office test with DNK

Actor and social media 
personality Mouli Tanuj 

Prasanth is preparing for an 
important phase in his film 
career as his second film, 
DNK, is set to release in the­
atres. 

After making a successful 
debut with Little Hearts, the 
actor now faces the challenge 
of repeating that success.

Mouli gained popularity 
through his YouTube videos, 
Instagram content and short 
films before entering the film 
industry. His debut film, Little 
Hearts, became an unexpected 
box-office success and 
brought him recognition. The 
film's performance also 
earned him an opportunity to 
work with leading production 
house Mythri Movie Makers.

In DNK, Mouli shares the 
screen with Sushmita Shetty, 
who plays his partner. Actors 
Rajitha and Ali appear as his 
parents. The film explores on­
line betting addiction and its 
financial impact on young 
people, using humour to pres­
ent the subject.

Mythri Movie Makers has 

also involved Mouli as a pro­
duction partner in the project. 
The arrangement is aimed at 
controlling expenses and 
avoiding unnecessary spend­
ing. Mouli has reportedly said 
that the filmmaking experi­
ence taught him valuable les­
sons.

However, the film faces 
competition from major re­
leases, including Ramayana: 
Part 1, starring Ranbir Kapoor 
and Yash.

A positive response to DNK 
could strengthen Mouli's po­
sition in the Telugu film in­
dustry and help him secure 
bigger opportunities. The 
film's performance will be an 
important test of his ability to 
sustain his early success.

Choreographer Sekhar uninjured in truck crash

Dance choreographer Jani 
Master has confirmed 

that his colleague Sekhar 
Master is safe following a 
road accident near Sham­
shabad in Hyderabad. He also 
said that Sekhar would return 
to the sets of actor Chiran­
jeevi's upcoming film Kaaka.

Taking to X on Thursday, 
Jani Master said he had re­
ceived several calls from peo­
ple enquiring about the acci­
dent. He added that he had 
spoken to Sekhar and was 
happy to know that he was 
doing well. He also urged ev­
eryone to pray for Sekhar's 
good health and safety.

According to reports, the ac­
cident took place on Novem­
ber 11 near Kollur Junction in 
the Shamshabad area. Sekhar 
was returning home after com­
pleting a song shoot for Kaaka 
when a truck carrying fruit re­
portedly hit his vehicle. He 
escaped the incident without 
life-threatening injuries. Mean­
while, Kaaka has generated 
considerable interest among 
film fans. Directed by Bobby 
Kolli, the film marks his sec­
ond collaboration with Chiran­
jeevi after Waltair Veerayya. 
Filmmaker and actor Anurag 
Kashyap has also joined the 
cast in an important role.

Sonia Gandhi 
memoir set for 

Telugu film

Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi's autobiography, 

Belonging: A Journey of 
Love, is set to be adapted into 
a Telugu feature film, Telan­
gana Pradesh Congress Com­
mittee (TPCC) Working Pres­
ident T. Jagga Reddy an­
nounced on Thursday.

He made the announcement 
at a Congress workers' meet­
ing in Sangareddy and ap­
pealed to party leaders and 
workers to contribute towards 
the film's production. Constit­
uency Congress convenor Ju­
lakanti Anjaneyulu announced 
a contribution of Rs 2 crore 
for the project.

Jagga Reddy proposed 
forming a 50-member com­
mittee to oversee the initial 
production arrangements. 
Gandhi Bhavan Public Rela­
tions Officer Hariprasad will 
supervise the proposed com­
mittee. He also said that Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
and TPCC President B. Ma­
hesh Kumar Goud would be 
invited to launch the shooting 
after the preparations were 
completed.

SCENE box office slows as 
Ramayana continues soaring
Suriya's latest action enter­

tainer, Scene, has wit­
nessed a sharp decline in 
box-office collections after a 
strong opening weekend. 
The film has earned ₹188 
crore worldwide in six days 
but is yet to cross the ₹200-
crore mark.

The film started its theatri­
cal run on a positive note, 
collecting ₹63 crore net in 
India during its opening 
weekend. It added another 
₹21 crore on Monday. How­
ever, its collections dropped 
by 40 per cent on Tuesday, 
followed by a further 37 per 
cent decline on Wednesday, 
when it earned just over ₹8 
crore net domestically.

According to the reported 

figures, Scene has collected 
₹105 crore net in India, with 
its domestic gross standing 
at ₹122 crore. Its overseas 
earnings have reached $7 
million, including approxi­
mately $450,000 on Wednes­
day.

The film's declining col­
lections coincide with the 
strong performance of Ra­
mayana, which has attracted 
audiences during the same 
period. Despite the slow­
down, Scene is expected to 
approach the ₹200-crore 
worldwide milestone in the 
coming days.

Directed by Jithu Madha­
van, the film stars Suriya as 
a police officer named In­
baraaj .  Nazriya Nazim 

makes her return to Tamil 
cinema after 12 years, while 
Naslen makes his Tamil de­
but. The cast also includes 
Anandaraj, Lal and Gajaraj.

Produced by 2D Entertain­
ment and Zhagaram Studios, 
the film will need a strong 
second weekend to improve 
its domestic box-office per­
formance.

Rajinikanth's action en­
tertainer Jailer 2 has 
finally arrived on Am­

azon Prime Video, bringing 
excitement among fans. 
However, while several 
viewers have praised the per­
formances and entertainment 
value, others have expressed 
disappointment over the 
streaming quality and ab­
sence of additional scenes.

Directed by Nelson Dilip­
kumar, the sequel has attract­
ed positive reactions follow­
ing its OTT release. Fans 
have  app r e c i a t e d  Ra ­
jinikanth's screen presence, 
the director's storytelling and 
Anirudh Ravichander's back­
ground music.

Several  viewers have 
praised the combination of 
action, comedy and dark hu­
mour. Suraj Venjaramoodu's 
performance has also re­
ceived appreciation. Some 
fans described the film as an 
entertaining sequel with en­
gaging storytelling and well-
timed humour.

However, the digital re­
lease has also attracted criti­
cism. Several viewers have 
complained about the audio 
and video quality on 

Amazon Prime Video. 
Some questioned why a 

major film was not 
offering a better 
streaming experi­

ence.
According to viewer 

discussions, the film is 
available in 4K SDR 
with 5.1-channel sound 
but does not support Dolby 
Vision, Dolby At­
mos or HDR. The 
absence of an 
extended version 
has also disap­
p o i n t e d 
some fans.

Several 
v i e w e r s 
had ex­
p e c t e d 
a d d i ­
t i o n a l 
s c e n e s 
featur­
ing ac­
t o r s 
M o ­
han­
lal 

and Santhanam. 
However, the 
s t r e a m i n g 

version re­
portedly 
contains 
the same 

theatrical 
cut without 
extra foot­

age.

The film features Ra­
jinikanth alongside Mohan­
lal, Shivarajkumar, Vijay 
Sethupathi, Vidya Balan, S.J. 
S u r y a h ,  M i t h u n 
Chakraborty, Santhanam, 
Suraj Venjaramoodu and 
Yogi Babu.

 Produced by Sun Pic­
tures, the film has music 
composed by Anirudh Ravi­
chander. Despite complaints 
about the streaming experi­
ence, its OTT release has 
renewed interest among Ra­

jinikanth's fans.
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World tennis league returns 
to Bengaluru for season five

BENGALURU

The World Tennis League 
(WTL) will return to Bengal­
uru for its fifth season, with 
the four-day tournament 
scheduled to take place from 
December 17 to 20, 2026, at 
the KSLTA's SM Krishna 
Tennis Stadium.

The upcoming edition will 
feature a combination of es­
tablished international stars 
and emerging Indian players, 
continuing the league's effort 
to strengthen tennis's popular­
ity in the country. The compe­
tition has attracted several 
prominent players across its 
previous four seasons, build­
ing a growing audience for 
franchise-based tennis.

Several familiar faces from 
last season are expected to re­
turn, including Spain's Paula 
Badosa, India's Yuki Bhambri, 
Sumit Nagal, Dhakshineswar 
Suresh, Maaya Rajeshwaran 
Revathi and Shrivalli Bha­
midipaty. Their participation 

is expected to add quality and 
competitiveness to the up­
coming tournament.

WTL co-founder Mahesh 
Bhupathi said the previous 
edition successfully brought 

together international and In­
dian talent, receiving an en­
couraging response from 
spectators. He added that the 
fifth season would aim to 
build on that success, attract 

wider audiences and further 
strengthen the league's global 
standing. Co-founder Hemali 
Sharma expressed happiness 
about bringing the competi­
tion back to Bengaluru, de­
scribing the city as a destina­
tion with a strong sporting 
culture and enthusiastic tennis 
followers. She said the organ­
isers were looking forward to 
presenting international stars 
alongside India's established 
and promising players.

The tournament aims to 
provide Indian audiences with 
greater access to international 
tennis while offering domestic 
players an opportunity to 
compete alongside experi­
enced professionals.

The organisers are expected 
to announce the complete 
player list and team combina­
tions in the coming days. 
With Bengaluru hosting the 
competition once again, the 
fifth season is expected to 
bring four days of exciting 
tennis action to the city.

India face New Zealand in fourth ODI
AUCKLAND

India will head into the fourth 
One-Day International (ODI) 
against New Zealand with a 
favourable position in the se­
ries after the third match in 
Hamilton was washed out. 
With rain affecting all three 
matches so far, the upcoming 
encounter at Mount Maun­
ganui offers an opportunity 
for uninterrupted cricket, with 
clear weather forecast for the 
game. Following the washout 
in Hamilton, India cannot lose 
the series, while New Zea­
land's best possible outcome 
is to force a series draw. Al­
though Mount Maunganui 
witnessed rainfall a week ago, 
the weather forecast currently 
provides some encouragement 
for both teams.

The change in venue will 
also bring significant changes 
to India's playing combina­
tion. Shreyas Iyer will take 

over the captaincy as regular 
skipper Shubman Gill, KL Ra­
hul and Anshul Kamboj leave 
the ODI setup to join prepara­
tions for the upcoming Test 
series. Some members of the 
coaching staff will also shift 
their focus towards the red-
ball assignment. With several 
established players unavail­
able, attention will turn to­
wards the performances of Is­
han Kishan, Ruturaj Gaikwad 
and Tilak Varma. The fourth 

ODI will provide the trio with 
an opportunity to make an im­
pression and strengthen their 
claims for regular opportuni­
ties in the Indian team. New 
Zealand have also reshuffled 
their squad, bringing in Finn 
Allen, Mitch Hay, Dean Fox­
croft and Brett Randell. Sever­
al regular players, including 
Test captain Tom Latham, 
have departed to prepare for 
the first Test at the Basin Re­
serve next week. 

Mumbai City 
Sign Slovenian 
Forward Luka 
Majcen
MUMBAI

Mumbai City FC have strengthened 
their attacking options by signing experi­
enced Slovenian forward Luka Majcen for 
the ongoing Indian Super League (ISL) 
2026-27 season. The club confirmed the 
signing on Thursday, bringing an experi­
enced campaigner with an established record 
in Indian football into their squad.

The 36-year-old centre-forward has been 
playing in India since 2020 and has repre­
sented several clubs, winning multiple do­
mestic titles during his time in the country. 
His arrival is expected to provide additional 
depth and experience to Mumbai City's for­
ward line alongside Wilmar and Ajsal.

Majcen began his Indian football journey 
with Churchill Brothers, where he finished 
as the second-highest scorer in the I-League. 
He later joined Bengaluru United and helped 
the club win the Bangalore Super Division 
title, finishing as the competition's leading 
scorer with 15 goals. In January 2022, he 
moved to Gokulam Kerala, scoring 13 goals 
as the club successfully defended it’s 
I-League title. Later that year, he joined 
RoundGlass Punjab and played a crucial role 
in their I-League-winning campaign and pro­
motion to the ISL. He finished the season as 
the league's top scorer with 16 goals and was 
named Player of the Season.

Majcen also created history by becoming 
RoundGlass Punjab's first-ever goalscorer in the 
ISL. His most recent assignment was with Dia­
mond Harbour FC, where he helped the club 
win the 2025-26 Indian Football League title. 
Speaking after completing the move, Majcen 
expressed his excitement about joining Mumbai 
City and contributing to the club's ambitions. 

Scindia envisions Olympic glory for Shivpuri's young athletes
SHIVPURI

Union Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia on Thursday said 
Shivpuri was emerging as a 
centre for sporting talent in 
Madhya Pradesh and ex­
pressed hope that the town 
would produce athletes capa­
ble of winning Olympic med­
als for the country.

Inaugurating the 70th Na­
tional School Games Un­
der-17 Boys Athletics Cham­
pionship at the Shrimant 
Madhavrao Scindia Sports 
Complex here, he said the 

gathering of young players 

from across the country was a 
matter of pride for the region.

"Shivpuri's sporting talent 
should aspire to reach the 
Olympics. My dream is that a 
player from this land wins an 
Olympic gold medal and 
brings glory to the country," 
Scindia said.

A total of 765 players and 
120 officials from 38 states 
and regions are participating 
in the championship, which is 
being organised in Shivpuri 
for the first time. The Union 
Minister for Communications 
and Development of North 
Eastern Region also inaugu­

rated an Under-18 inter-dis­
trict cricket tournament and 
played cricket with young par­
ticipants, encouraging them to 
pursue sports. Scindia said 
Shivpuri had been developing 
its sporting infrastructure, cit­
ing facilities such as the Shri­
mant Madhavrao Scindia 
Sports Complex, Veer Savark­
ar Stadium, Vijaypur Stadium 
and an indoor sports hall.

He also highlighted the 
Madhya Pradesh State Wom­
en's Cricket Academy in 
Shivpuri, describing it as the 
country's first government-run 
women's cricket academy.

India endures 0-5 defeat 
against New Zealand

AUCKLAND

India suffered a comprehen­
sive 0-5 defeat against New 
Zealand in their opening in­
ternational friendly of the No­
vember window at Go Media 
Stadium on Thursday, mark­
ing a disappointing start to 
their tour of the country.

Jesse Randall scored twice, 
while Chris Wood and Lach­
lan Bayliss also found the net 
as the hosts registered a dom­
inant victory. India's difficult 
evening began in the fifth 
minute when defender Bijoy 
Varghese inadvertently turned 
the ball into his own net fol­
lowing a scramble inside the 
penalty area.

India gradually settled into 
the contest and created an op­
portunity in the 19th minute. 
Ryan Williams combined with 
Varghese down the right flank 
before delivering a cut-back 
for Manvir Singh. However, 
Callan Elliott produced a 
timely block to deny the Indi­
an forward.

Goalkeeper Vishal Kaith, 
returning to the national team 
after his last appearance in 

June, kept India in contention 
with several impressive saves. 
He denied Randall twice 
around the half-hour mark but 
could not prevent the New 
Zealand forward from scoring 
in the 34th and 43rd minutes.

India went into half-time 
trailing 0-3. Head coach Kha­
lid Jamil introduced five play­
ers after the break, including 
Jay Gupta, Lalrinliana Hnam­
te, Mehtab Singh, Ricky 
Meetei Haobam and Muham­
mad Suhail. The latter two 
made their international de­
buts.

New Zealand continued 
their dominance, with Wood 
heading home the fourth goal 
in the 57th minute before 
Bayliss volleyed in the fifth in 
the 74th.

Kaith produced another 
outstanding double interven­
tion in the 78th minute, sav­
ing Bill Tuiloma's penalty and 
subsequently denying the re­
bound.

India will look to recover 
when the two sides meet 
again in Christchurch on Sun­
day.

JEET JHABAKH CREDITS SCHUMACHER 
AS RACING INSPIRATION

NEW DELHI

Indian racer Jeet Jhabakh called 
Formula One legend Michael 
Schumacher the one he looked up 
to during his early days in racing 
as he gears up for more success 
after his FIA Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship success.

Jeet made history ear­
lier this month when he 
won the FIA APRC 
o v e r a l l  t i t l e  w i t h 
co-driver Musa Sherif, 
becoming the first all-In­
dian driver-and-co-driv­
er pair to win the conti­
nental title. He is also 
the first driver to win the 
title in a two-wheel-
drive car, rather than the 
traditional four-wheel-
drive, in the 38-year his­
tory of the event.

Jeet won a circuit title 

in his early racing days in 2016 
when he won a junior champion­
ship. He also has a couple of Na­
tional Racing Championship titles, 
along with what is now a cherry on 
the cake at the APRC level.

Speaking of his early days and 
whom he idolised in racing, Jeet 

stated that it was the 
F1 legend and sev­
en-time world cham­
pion Schumacher 
whom he looked up 
to. "In racing specifi­
cally, I grew up in that 
era where Michael 
Schumacher was ab­
solutely dominating, 
right, so for me, the 
fact that, also, whoev­
er knows Schumacher 
knew that he was not 
always the fastest on 
the track, but he was a 
great tactician," Jeet 

told. "So, he used both his speed as 
well as his tactics to make sure he 
won multiple titles, so for me, he 
was always (my idol), though it's 
Formula One, he was always the 
guy I was like, okay, you know 
what, this guy has done it on such a 
large scale, there is no reason why 
we cannot attempt it," he added.

Jeet moved to rally from circuit 
racing only a couple of years earli­
er and got a continental title in his 
first international season. He hopes 
that he can achieve success at the 
world level now, as he takes inspi­
ration from Schumacher. "So, the 
goal is always obviously to get on 
the world stage; we have gotten a 
continental title now, so we're hop­
ing that this translates to one step 
higher and going to WRC. So, for 
me, or for racing for that matter, 
Michael Schumacher would have 
been the one that I would look up 
to," he added.


