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SC questions Madras
HC over Karur
stampede probe

The Karur stampede,
which occurred on
September 27 during a
TVK rally, claimed 41

lives and injured over 60.
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day expressed serious con-
cerns over the Madras High
Court’s handling of the Karur
stampede case, stating,
“Something wrong is hap-
pening in the High Court.”
The bench of Justices J.K.
Maheshwari and Vijay Bish-
noi reviewed a report from
the Registrar General of the
Madras High Court, ques-
tioning the procedures fol-
lowed in listing and hearing
petitions related to the case.
The court rejected the Tam-
il Nadu government’s plea to
modify its earlier October 13
order suspending a one-man
inquiry commission and the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probe, insisting that the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) continue its inde-
pendent probe. Justice Ma-
heshwari emphasised, “We
want everything to be fair and
impartial,” while refusing to
change the directive that Su-
pervisory Committee mem-
bers monitoring the CBI in-
vestigation should not be na-

Key Takeaways

= The bench refused to
modify its earlier order,
insisting CBI probe con-
tinues with Supervisory
Committee members
being non-natives of
Tamil Nadu.

m The court made the
Madras HC Registrar
General a party and
emphasised a fair, im-
partial investigation to
restore public trust.

= TN government sought
recall of the CBI order
and continuation of SIT
probe, claiming no mala-
fide or bias in the state
police investigation.

tives of Tamil Nadu.

During proceedings, senior
advocates P. Wilson and Sid-
dharth Luthra sought copies
of the HC report to file a re-
ply. The top court noted that
prior media statements by po-
lice officers could undermine
public trust in the investiga-
tion and reiterated that citi-
zens’ rights demand an impar-
tial, independent inquiry. The
Supreme Court’s orders aim
to restore faith in the criminal
justice process and ensure a
fair, transparent investigation
into the tragic incident.

IPL matches allowed to protect
B’luru’s image, says DKS

BENGALURU
BELAGAVI

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar on
Friday said that the state
government has permitted

Challengers Bengaluru’s vic-
tory celebrations that tragical-
ly claimed 11 lives. The Cab-
inet has placed the responsi-
bility on KSCA authorities to
comply with the recommen-
dations of the Justice John

cricket matches at the
M Chinnaswamy
Stadium to safeguard
Bengaluru’s reputa-
tion. The decision }
comes after a Cabi-
net review, which

&Qv_

Michael D’Cunha
Commission, set up
to investigate the in-
cident. The Commis-
sion had found the
stadium’s “design
and structure” unsuit-

clarified that matches
for the upcoming Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) season
will only be allowed once
the Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) imple-
ments all safety and security
measures. All events at the
stadium had been suspended
since June 4 following a
stampede during the Royal

able for large gather-
ings, citing systematic limita-
tions and strongly advising
that high-attendance events
be shifted to safer venues.
Shivakumar emphasized that
the Home Minister, G
Parameshwara, would engage
with KSCA officials to ensure
full adherence to the Com-
mission’s guidelines.

Russia strikes
energy
facilities in
Odesaregion
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Pending Gruhalakshmi Scheme
funds will be released soon: CM

Amid Assembly uproar over pending Gruhalakshmi scheme installments and allegations of
misinformation by Minister Lakshmi Hebbalkar, CM Siddaramaiah assured immediate release of funds

BELAGAVI

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
assured the Karnataka Assem-
bly on Friday that the govern-
ment will take immediate
steps to release the pending
installments of the Gruha
Lakshmi scheme. Responding
to an issue raised by Leader
of the Opposition R. Ashoka,
he clarified that while pay-
ments had been made up to
August, the dues for February
and March would be verified
and released without delay.
He noted that an incorrect
statement made earlier by
Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Laxmi Heb-
balkar in the House did not
mean there was a breach of
privilege, and the matter
would be rectified.

The controversy arose after
Minister Lakshmi Hebbalkar
told the Assembly that Gru-
halakshmi scheme payments
were cleared till August, im-
plying February and March
installments were included.
However, opposition leader
R. Ashoka presented official
documents showing these
two installments were never
released, accusing the minis-
ter of giving false informa-

tion and undermining the
House’s dignity.
Siddaramaiah countered
Ashoka’s allegation that the
opposition existed only “to
expose lies,” stating that the
government had no reason
to lie and that any inaccura-

cies would always be cor-
rected once noticed.
During the discussion,
Ashoka also urged Congress
leaders to suspend their polit-
ical dinner meetings until the
Legislature Session conclud-
ed. He criticised ministers for

attending late-night political
gatherings and arriving in the
Assembly without proper
preparation, leading to inac-
curate responses and misin-
formation being presented in
the House.

Supporting Ashoka, BJP

 OPPOSITION

BJP calls Siddaramaiah govt
‘Karnataka’s most unpopular’

Belagavi: The BJP in Karnataka launched a
strong offensive against the Siddaramaiah
government, calling it the most unpopular ad-
ministration in the state. Opposition leader R.
Ashoka claimed, “Compared to the Siddara-
maiah of 2013, the 2025 Siddaramaiah is the
worst. This is the worst term in Karnataka’s
history — completely unpopular.”

BJP leader CT Ravi accuses
Congress of ‘vote chori’

Belagavi: BJP leader CT Ravi on Friday criti-
cized the Congress, alleging a history of “vote
theft” and holding the party responsible for
North Karnataka’s underdevelopment. Ravi
further accused the Congress of neglecting
the region, claiming that the lack of develop-
ment in North Karnataka is a direct conse-
guence of the party’s misgovernance.

hMahadevappa denies misuse |
of SCSP, TSP funds

Belagavi: Social Welfare Minister Dr. H. C. Mahadevap-
pa clarified in the Legislative Council that SCSP and
TSP funds have not been misused. Over the past 2.5
years, the government has spent 25,909 crore from
SCSP funds and 11,273 crore from TSP allocations.

He informed the council that these funds were utilised
for various guarantee schemes, responding to a query
raised by BJP member Hemalatha Nayak.

MLA Sunil Kumar argued
that the core issue was not
just the delay in Gruha Laksh-
mi payments, but that the
House had allegedly been
misled, raising concerns of
breach of privilege. In re-
sponse, Congress MLA
Shivalingegowda accused
BJP members of opposing
guarantee schemes while si-
multaneously questioning de-
lays in payments.

Concluding the debate, Sid-
daramaiah reiterated that
during his tenure as Leader of
the Opposition, he had always
spoken based on facts and
would continue to ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity while addressing concerns
related to welfare schemes.

Naidu rules out annual fare cap
amid IndiGo-led price spike

NEW DELHI

Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu informed the Lok Sabha
on Friday that it is not practi-
cal for the government to cap
airfares throughout the year,
emphasizing that a deregulated
aviation market ultimately
benefits passengers. He noted
that ticket prices naturally rise
during peak demand periods,
such as festive seasons, and
these seasonal fluctuations are
a normal outcome of supply
and demand.

The minister highlighted
that the deregulation of the
sector was intended to encour-
age growth, attract more play-
ers, and foster competition,
allowing market dynamics to
determine pricing. Responding

to a private member’s bill
seeking airfare regulation amid
the recent IndiGo cri-
sis, Naidu reiterated
that deregulation re-
mains crucial for the
civil aviation sector’s
expansion, though
the government re-
tains the authority to
intervene in extraor-
dinary circumstanc-
es. Under the Air-

Airfares usually
rise during the
festive season

tions. Initiatives such as the
‘Fare Se Fursat’ scheme, cov-

ering 25 routes in the
- Northeast and South
9 India, illustrate the
government’s target-
ed intervention ap-
proach.

Naidu also pointed
out that, when adjust-
ed for inflation, air-
fares in India have
decreased by 43%

craft Act, the Centre because of over the years, mak-
can cap fares when jncreaseddemand ing travel more af-
necessary to prevent onspecificroutes fordable compared to
opportunistic pricing, ~andatparticular  countries like the US
as seen during events ~_times. These and China. Addition-
like the Covid-19 cri- ~ fluctuationsare 411y the government
sis, the Maha Kum- seasonal. has issued a tariff
bh, the Pahalgam —RamMohanNaidu, gsheet mandating air-
terror attack, and the U"'R’Ari‘npi‘;’t'::'on lines to display upper

recent IndiGo disrup-

and lower fare limits.

External expert to conduct flight disruption probe

NEW DELHI

IndiGo announced on Friday
that its Board has approved the
engagement of Chief Aviation
Advisors LLC, led by veteran
aviation expert Captain John
[lIson, to carry out an indepen-
dent review and assessment of
the airline’s recent operational
disruptions and the factors that

DIGITAL CENSUS 2027

contributed to them. Captain
Illson, who has over 40 years
of experience spanning the
FAA, ICAO, IATA, and major
international carriers, brings
extensive expertise in aviation
strategy, safety management,
global standards, consulting,
and new aircraft technologies.

The review aims to perform
a root cause analysis of the op-

erational challenges IndiGo
recently faced and to identify
potential areas for improve-
ment. This move comes fol-
lowing recommendations
from the airline’s Crisis
Management Group (CMG),
which advised commission-
ing an external expert assess-
ment to thoroughly examine
the situation.

Cabinet approves X11,718-cr budget for digital census 2027

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Friday approved an
%11,718-crore budget for the
National Census 2027, mark-
ing India’s first fully digital
census. Described as the
world’s largest statistical exer-
cise, Census 2027 will be con-
ducted in two phases.

Union Minister for Informa-
tion & Broadcasting Ashwini
Vaishnaw explained that the
first phase, the House Listing
and Housing Census, will run
from April to September 2026,
while the second phase, Popu-

lation Enumeration, is sched-
uled for February 2027. The
Population Census in Ladakh,
snow-bound areas of Jammu
& Kashmir, and the hill states
of Himachal Pradesh and Ut-

tarakhand will be conducted in
September 2026.

Approximately 30 lakh field
personnel will be deployed,
generating over 1.5 crore hu-
man-day employments. As

India’s first digital census, it
will enable efficient, us-
er-friendly data dissemination.
Census-as-a-Service (CaaS)
will provide ministries with
clean, machine-readable, ac-
tionable data. A dedicated
Census Management and
Monitoring System portal will
ensure real-time monitoring of
the process, and a secure
self-enumeration option will
be available to the public.
The Cabinet had earlier ap-
proved including caste enu-
meration in Census 2027. This
data will be captured electron-
ically during the Population
Enumeration phase.

Cabinet approves bill to establish
single higher education regulator

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Friday
approved a bill to create a sin-
gle higher education regula-
tor, replacing existing bodies
like the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and the
All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE). The
legislation, initially called the
Higher Education Commis-
sion of India (HECI) Bill, has
been renamed the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhikshan
Bill. This initiative aligns
with the vision outlined in the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which recom-
mends consolidating multiple
regulatory bodies to stream-
line governance and strength-
en higher education in India.

The proposed regulator will
serve as the primary authority
for non-medical and non-law
higher education institutions,
handling regulation, accredi-
tation, and professional stan-
dard-setting. Medical and law
colleges will remain outside
its ambit. While the regulator
will manage these three core
functions, funding will con-
tinue to be under the control

Govt to establish Defence
Corridorin North K’taka

BELAGAVI

Karnataka’s government is
pushing to establish a defence
corridor in North Karnataka,
covering Belagavi, Vijayapura,

QUICKREAD

s

of the administrative ministry,
ensuring autonomy in finan-
cial matters.

The idea of HECI was first
introduced through a draft bill
in 2018, which aimed to re-
peal the UGC Act and consol-
idate regulatory functions.
Renewed efforts to implement
the concept were undertaken
under Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan in
2021. The NEP-2020 empha-
sizes that India’s higher edu-
cation system requires a com-
plete overhaul, with distinct,
empowered bodies responsi-
ble for regulation, accredita-
tion, funding, and academic
standard-setting. The creation
of a single regulator is expect-
ed to simplify governance,
improve accountability, and
enhance the overall quality
and competitiveness of higher
education institutions across
the country.

Red Fort blast: Court sends
3doctors to12 days JC

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday re-
manded three doctors and a
preacher arrested in connec-
tion with the November 10
Red Fort blast to 12 days of
judicial custody. The ac-
cused—Dr Muzammil Ganai,
Dr Adeel Rather, Dr Shahee-
na Saeed, and Maulvi Irfan
Ahmed Wagay—were pro-
duced before the Principal
and Sessions Judge Anju Ba-
jaj Chandna, along with Dr
Bilal Naseer Malla, whose
voice sample was being au-
thenticated. The case, linked
to a sophisticated ‘white-col-
lar’ terror module busted by
Jammu and Kashmir Police,
has seen eight arrests so far
by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

Indian Census 2011 a,ad Dhar]\c/vaf, said&MMB. g’atil,
_— inister for Large edium
= Key Statistics Industries and Infrastructure
Total Population: Development. The state con-
1.210,854,977 tributes 65% to India’s aero-
space and defence sector and
Males: 623,724,248 is a leader in aerospace. Patil
Females: 586469174 noted that the Chief Minister
T and state officials met De-
Literacy Rate: 74.04% fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
e receiving positive feedback,
Sex Ratio: with all-party support for the
9 Overall: 940 females project. Belagavi already hosts
per1,000 males a successful aerospace SEZ,
= Child Sex Ratio while Dharwad is developing a
(0—6 years): 914 females 3,000-acre industrial zone un-
per 1,000 males der the Bengaluru-Mumbai In-
dustrial Corridor.
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Poor Greater
Bengaluru Authority’s
work exposed again

BENGALURU
The poor work done
by the officials of the
Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority has once again
been exposed. It has
come to light that the
road has been paved
with asphalt leaving
the parking lot of vehi-
cles on the road. The
old cars were not re-
moved. Residens have
been outraged by the
move of the GBA offi-
cials who have as-
phalted the entire
road and left the car-
sized space unoccu-
pied. There has been
criticism of the GBA
on social media.

Leather industry boost:
LIDCOM signs
agreement with LIDKAR

BENGALURU
[talian company Pra-
da, LIDCOM (Sant Ro-
hidas Leather Indus-
tries and Tannery De-
velopment Corpora-
tion) and LIDKAR (Dr.
Babu Jagjivan Ram
Leather Industries De-
velopment Corpora-
tion) have entered into
an agreement to pro-
mote Indian leather in-
dustry and the herit-
age of Kolhapuri chap-
pals. The agreement
was signed at the Ita-
ly-India Business Fo-
rum. As per the agree-
ment, Prada will con-
duct local training. The
LIDCOM and LIDKAR
collection will be
launched globally in
February 2026 in 40
selected Prada stores
and on Prada’s e-com-
merce platforms.

Students visit
Greater Bengaluru
Authority office

BENGALURU
Students of Deccan In-
ternational School vis-

ited the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA)
office and received in-
formation about the
city’s administration
and environmental
management. As part
of an educational tour
in collaboration with
the Reap Benefit Team,
40 students visited
GBA along with teach-
ers Chaitra Kashyap
and N Asha. The stu-
dents visited the GBA
control room, helpline,
and war rooms and
learned about the pro-
cess of receiving and
resolving complaints
from the public. They
received information
from Ramachandran,
Special Commissioner,
Forest, Environment,
and Disaster Manage-
ment, about the im-
portant work of the
Environment Depart-
ment staff and the ini-
tiatives they undertake
in the city.

A Rowdy sheeters can’t be verbally summoned,

detained without any reason: High Court

The HC has said that until the rules are formulated, rowdy sheeters cannot be summoned verbally
on suspicion, even if they are not involved in criminal acts, just because their names are on the list

BENGALURU

The High Court has held that
verbally summoning rowdy
sheeters to the police station
and detaining them for a long
time would violate an individ-
ual's personal freedom, and
said that the government can-
not justify such develop-
ments.

A bench headed by Justice
R Nataraj passed this order
while hearing a petition filed
by rowdy sheeter Silent Sunil
seeking an appropriate order
from the Home Department
regarding the verbal summon-
ing of rowdies to the police

stations. It also directed that
appropriate rules should be
framed in this regard. In addi-
tion, until the rules are
framed, rowdy sheeters can-
not be summoned verbally on
suspicion even if their names
are on the list of names and
they are not involved in crim-
inal acts.

Instead of verbal summons,
they can be summoned by
sending an SMS or WhatsApp
message.

The bench said that the pe-
titioners should provide their
mobile numbers to the Sub-
rahmanya Nagar, Yelahanka
Sub-district, Rajajinagar and

kil
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Amruthahalli police stations
where cases have been regis-
tered against them. Also, if
the investigating officers do
not appear at the station even
after sending a mobile mes-
sage, they can visit their
homes for questioning. The

bench said that if the alleged
rowdy sheeter is involved in a
criminal act, this order will be
automatically cancelled.

When Alok Kumar was the
Additional Commissioner, Si-
lent Sunil was called to the
police station and warned.
Those scenes went viral on
social media.

Therefore, Silent Sunil ap-
proached the High Court
seeking appropriate direc-
tions.

Out of the 24 cases regis-
tered against him in various
police stations, all the cases
have ended in acquittal and
those cases have been

quashed by the court. Except
for rowdy sheeter, there are
no pending cases against him.
However, under the pretext of
keeping an eye on him, he is
being arrested without any
reason and summoned and
verbally abused.

There is no procedure in the
Karnataka Police Manual or
the Indian Penal Code 2023
that prescribes the manner in
which a person whose name
is on the rowdy list is sum-
moned.

However, the petitioner had
approached the court alleging
that the respondents were
summoning him orally.

Businessman

fired at with an
air gun

BENGALURU

An unidentified assailant fired
an air gun at a businessman in
the city. A case has been regis-
tered at Basavanagudi police
station in this regard. Business-
man Rajagopal has filed a com-
plaint with Basavanagudi police
station alleging that a shooting
took place near Krishnarao Park
in Basavanagudi. Police said
they are searching for the air
gun shooter. Rajagopal is a
dancer from Basavanagudi and
the owner of Kargil Bar and
Restaurant. He was injured in
the neck due to an unexpected
attack and has been admitted to
a private hospital in Jayanagar
for treatment. As soon as the
information about the incident
was received, Basavanagudi po-
lice rushed to the spot and re-
corded Rajagopal's statement.

Action on Public Grievances: Phone-
In Programme by the Commlssmner

BENGALURU

The Commissioner of Benga-
luru North City Corporation,
Pommala Sunil Kumar, con-
ducted a Phone-In Pro-
gramme on Friday at 7 AM
from the Byatarayanapura
Control Room located on Am-
ruthahalli Main Road. During
the session, he listened to the
grievances of citizens and
provided direct responses.

The Commissioner
launched the Phone-In Pro-
gramme on September 26.
Over the past 11 weeks, a to-
tal of 608 complaints have
been received. All complaints
were forwarded to the respec-
tive officials. Actions have
already been taken on 428
complaints.

As 28 complaints did not
fall under the jurisdiction of
the North City Corporation,
they were forwarded to the
concerned departments. Di-
rections have been issued to
officials to take immediate
action on the remaining 130
pending complaints.

In Friday’s programme, 29
complaints related to road
conditions were received. The

To directly hear citizens’
grievances and con-
cerns, provide prompt
resolutions, and contin-
uously monitor devel-
opmental works, the
Commissioner’s Phone-
In Programme will con-
tinue every Friday.

Commissioner informed that
the work of filling potholes,
both day and night, is already
in progress across the Corpo-
ration limits. He instructed
officials to accelerate pothole
repair and road restoration
work with priority, ensuring
quality, and to place greater
emphasis on systematic road
maintenance for smooth traf-
fic movement.

Man killed
for scolding

mother
-

-

BENGALURU

In a society where relation-
ships are losing value, a
blood-related murder has tak-
en place in Yarab Nagar, Ban-
ashankari. A minor fight over
a scolding of a mother has
ended in a gruesome murder
between brothers. The tragedy
occurred at around 5 am on
Friday in Yarab Nagar, Ban-
ashankari. The deceased, Mo-
hammad Mujahid (35), was
murdered by his own brother,
Mohammad Hussain.The
brothers worked as clerics in
a madrasa in Yarab Nagar.
According to sources, the rea-
son for the fight was that Mu-
jahid had scolded his mother.
Hussain was deeply angered
by his brother's behaviour,
which led to a fight between
the two. This fight ended in
murder. The two brothers,
who were sleeping in the ma-
drasa last night, had a fight in
the early hours of the morn-
ing. The fight escalated and
they attacked each other with
knives. After the fight, the
brothers came out of the
house and clashed again on
the street.Mujahid died on the
spot due to heavy bleeding.
His brother Hussain, who was
attacked, is undergoing treat-
ment in the hospital. A case
has been registered in this re-
gard at the Banashankari po-
lice station and the police are
continuing the investigation.

With 7 complaints received
today regarding solid waste
collection and disposal, the
Commissioner instructed offi-
cials to ensure timely collec-
tion and disposal of waste in

all wards. A total of 7 com-
plaints were also received re-
garding hazardous trees and
branches. The forest officials
present on site were directed
to take immediate precaution-
ary action and clear such risks
without delay.

During today’s Phone-In
Programme, 47 calls were re-
ceived, resulting in 63 com-
plaints being officially regis-
tered. Each complaint is being
reviewed, and necessary in-
structions have been issued to
the concerned officials for
appropriate action.

3307 cr approved for devpt
of Hi-Tech Outer Ring Road

BENGALURU

The Cabinet has approved the
development of the Outer Ring
Road from Silk Board Junction
in Bengaluru to KR Pura Metro
Station at an estimated cost of
Rs. 307 crore. The project will
be implemented by Bangalore
Smart Infrastructure Limited
(BSIL). It has been decided to
design it in a global manner.
With the aim of providing com-
fortable quality travel and re-
ducing excessive traffic conges-
tion on this road, it is proposed
to develop this 17.01 km long
road in a high-end manner. This
will be a ten-lane road (total 10
lanes), with three-lane main
roads and service roads on both
sides. There is also a plan to

re-establish the bus priority
lane, which will drastically re-
duce traffic congestion. Not
only this, there will also be pe-
destrian and cycle paths on both
sides of the road. It is also
planned to reconstruct some
parts of the road, and high-tech
bus stops will be built. It will
have a complete information
board. A skywalk will also be
constructed under the elevated
metro line from Ibbalur to KR
Pura in partnership with the
government and the private sec-
tor. Similarly, the Cabinet has
approved the relocation of the
state's data center operations by
acquiring space for 100 racks
from the Software Technology
of India (STPI) in Bengaluru at
a cost of Rs 131.10 crore.

BENGALURU

creasing year by year, the

Caretaker Exploits Job,
Steals Gold Worth 331 Lakh

BENGALURU

A caretaker, who was ap-
pointed to serve the elderly,
took advantage of her work
at their home to steal gold
ornaments worth around Rs
31 lakh from an apartment
in Kammanahalli under
Banaswadi police station
limits. The accused in this
theft, Chandini, hails from
Bihar and has been working
as a caretaker for an elderly
woman in this apartment
for the past two years.
Chandini was hired through
an agency as the elderly
woman's children were
abroad for work. Chandini,
who was taking care of the
elderly woman with trust,
has earned everyone's trust
with her actions. Her chil-
dren often sent relatives to
her house to look after the
old woman. When these rel-
atives came to see the old

woman, they would leave
their valuable jewellery at
home. Caretaker Chandini
realized this and gradually
stole jewellery worth Rs 31
lakh from her bags and
wardrobes while the rela-
tives were away. Although
the jewellery kept disap-
pearing, the family mem-
bers did not initially suspect
anything. However, when
the jewellery kept going
missing, the family mem-
bers became suspicious and
eventually suspected care-
taker Chandini. A complaint

has been filed at Banaswadi
police station regarding the
theft. The Banaswadi po-
lice, who sprang into action
immediately after the com-
plaint was filed, took care-
taker Chandini into custody
and interrogated her.
During interrogation, she
confessed to the theft. The
stolen gold ornaments were
recovered from the arrested
accused Chandini. It is
common for caretakers to
be hired to take care of the
elderly at the insistence of
their children abroad.

Towing
to start in
B’luru soon

BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) is gearing up
to resume towing in the city.
One towing vehicle has al-
ready been purchased and
the other four corporations
will arrive soon. In Bengal-
uru, there is a lot of traffic
congestion and parking
problems. Vehicles have
been parked on the roadside
for months. Now the GBA
has planned to do towing in
collaboration with the traffic
police. Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao said that the
vehicles parked on the road-
sides, on the footpaths in
front of the houses will not
only be towed and fined as
per the Motor Vehicles Act,
but also the use of footpath
space by the GBA. Five
corporations will come un-
der the purview of the
Greater Bengaluru Authori-
ty. The GBA is preparing to
start towing within a month
after procuring towing vehi-
cles for each corporation.
Parking of vehicles every-
where was a problem for
traffic.

DANGEROUS HIGHWAYS

Drug maﬁa network on trarns
transportation continues

BENGALURU

While drugs worth crores
of rupees are being brought
to the state from abroad
through flights, the shock-
ing fact has come to light
that the railway route is be-
ing used as a route for infil-
trating ganja and other nar-
cotics from foreign states
into Karnataka.

Railway police records
from the last three years
have provided additional
statistics to support this
concern. Tons of ganja and
other drugs have been

transported to the state by
trains from Assam, Tripura,
Odisha, West Bengal, Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, neighboring
Andhra Pradesh and Kera-
la. Police investigations
have revealed that an inter-
national drug trafficking
network is transporting
drugs to the state through
flights from other countries
including Thailand, Nige-
ria, Malaysia and Pakistan.
Similarly, the inter-state
drug mafia is relying on
trains as a transportation
route.

They are being checked unex-

Night Highway Driving: Govt Data Reveals Alarming Risk

Night travel on the highway is
very safe as per many people.
They think that if you leave
heavy vehicles, you can easily
reach your destination with-
out any traffic hassle. Howev-
er, government figures have
revealed the explosive fact
that night travel in the state is
dangerous.

Although the cases of ex-
tortion and robbery on the
National Highway and State
Highway in the state are de-

number alone is worrying. In
the last 3 years, 403 cases of
robbery and extortion have
been reported. Controlling
highway robbery cases is a
big challenge for the police.
There are check posts on the
national and state highways
that go to the police station
boundaries. Action has been
taken to check suspicious per-
sons and vehicles.
Government two-wheelers
have been allocated to each
police station for night patrol

duty. The vehicles have been
instructed to patrol at night
with sirens and red lights on.
In addition, 112 patrols have
been deployed in three shifts

24 hours a day.

MOB cards have been is-
sued to those accused of rob-
bery, extortion and other
property crimes in the past.

pectedly and their activities
are being monitored. Border
crime meetings are being held
to prevent crimes.

Information about persons
involved in robbery cases is
being shared with neighbor-
ing states/districts/police sta-
tions. CCTVs installed at toll
booths on national and state
highways are being checked
from time to time. Personnel
on night beat duty have been
advised to carry weapons and
ammunition.
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BDA operation: Assefs
wortharoundRs 140
crore recovered

BENGALURU
Continuing its operation
to clear unauthorized
constructions, the Banga-
lore Development Author-
ity (BDA) seized property
worth Rs 140 crore in Na-
garbhavi area in an opera-
tion conducted. The au-
thority has cleared 2 acres
30 guntas of unauthor-
ized constructions in Sur-
vey No 17 of Nagarbavi vil-
lage, Yeshwantpur Hobli,
Bengaluru North Taluk
and seized an area worth
about Rs 140 crore. This
operation was carried out
in cooperation with the
local police department,
including the Superinten-
dent of Police, Engineer-
ing Officer-1, Executive
Engineer of the West Divi-
sion, and Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer of the Ban-
galore Development Au-
thority’s Task Force.

Young man
electrocuted while
trying torescue parrot

BENGALURU
In a tragic incident, a
young man died after be-
ing electrocuted by a
high-tension electric wire
while trying to rescue a
pet parrot. The incident
took place at an apart-
ment in Girinagar. The de-
ceased has been identi-
fied as Arun (35). It sat on
a high-tension electric
pole in front of the apart-
ment he had bought with
expensive money. The
young man who tried to
rescue the parrot was
electrocuted and fell to
the ground. The young
man tried to climb the
wall of the apartment
and tie a stick to a steel
pipe and save the parrot
from it. However, as soon
as the stick touched the
electric wire, the electric
current flowed and the
youth fell down.

City set for coldest
December phasein
recent years

BENGALURU
The city is bracing for a
significant escalation in
the winter chill, as the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) forecasts
a sharp decline in night
temperatures over the
coming week, likely push-
ing the mercury to near
record lows for the sea-
son. The city has already
witnessed a noticeable
dip in minimum tempera-
tures, with the city station
recording a minimum of
15.6 degrees Celsius on
Thursday morning, slight-
ly below the normal for
this time of year. The
maximum temperature
stood at 27.6 degrees Cel-
sius. However, IMD offi-
cials warn that the true
chillis yet to set in.

Team formed for the speedy

implementation of Mekedatu project

The state government has formed a team under the leadership of the KERS Director for the rapid

BENGALURU

In the wake of the Supreme
Court order in Karnataka's fa-
vor, the state government has
issued an order to form a team
under the leadership of the Di-
rector of Karnataka Engineer-
ing Research Centre (KERS)
for the speedy implementation
of the Mekedatu Balanced
Watershed Project. This team,
comprising a Deputy Chief
Engineer and staff, will be
based in Ramanagara, Benga-
luru South district. The order
states that an office for the
project will be set up in Ra-
managara itself. In a meeting
held under the chairmanship

of Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar, it was decided to
open a Chief Engineer's Of-
fice and a Superintendent En-
gineer's Office for the speedy
implementation of the Meke-
datu project. However, the
approval of the Finance De-
partment is required for the
establishment of a new office
and the appointment of posts,
which requires a lot of time.
In this context, the govern-
ment has entrusted the respon-
sibility of implementing the
project to the KERS Director.

Team consisting of officers
and employees: KERS has
formed a team consisting of
its officers and employees and

has been given the responsi-
bility of implementing the
project. This team consists of
one Executive Engineer, three
Technical Assistants, six As-
sistant Engineers, one Assis-
tant Administrative Officer,

Convention Slams Plan to Shut

Schools,

BENGALURU

The state government's move
to close 40.000 government
schools under the KPS Mag-
net School Scheme is like a
blueprint for the destruction
of the education system. This
anti-people scheme should be
abandoned. The process of
filling up the posts of teachers
should be started and empha-
sis be placed on the develop-
ment of government schools,
the Public Education Save
People's Convention has de-
manded.

Former Kannada Develop-
ment Authority President SG
Siddaramaiah said, it is unac-
ceptable that efforts are being
made to close government
schools in the name of merg-
er. The suggestions given by
education experts are worth-
less. The government should
examine the pros and cons
based on their opinions. We
should not hesitate to take to
the streets to save the school,
he said. Educationist VP
Niranjanaradhya said, the
state government has formed
a committee to formulate a
state education policy, saying
it will not implement the Na-
tional Education Policy, and
has received a report. But
KPS is going to implement
the elements of the National
Education Policy in the name
of magnet schools. On the
other hand, why has it not
come up for a public debate

Demands Reform

Anger was expressed
over the state
government’s education
schemes at a conference
organized by the All India
Save Education
Committee at Gandhi
Bhavan.

even after five months of re-
ceiving the report.

Hampi Kannada Universi-
ty's retired Vice-Chancellor A
Murigappa said, Government
schools should be strength-
ened. There have been recom-
mendations to provide bus
facilities for children, but they
have not been implemented.

Kannada Sahitya Academy
President LN Mukundaraj
said, if the good people re-
main silent, the number of
evil people will increase and
disasters will occur. It is be-
cause all parties are more hu-
mane than party politics like
Congress, JDS, BJP, that at-
tempts are being made to
close schools and ruin the ed-
ucation system under the pre-
text of merger. Committee

Education Minister Mad-
hu Bangarappa says in
the House that schools

will not be closed in Kar-
nataka. But in Channa-
patna, the field educa-
tion officer has ordered

the closure of seven
schools and the reloca-
tion of furniture. Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
should give a clarifica-
tion in the House on the
issue of government
schools. If it is true that
the minister is lying, he
should be removed from
the cabinet, demanded
V.P. Niranjanaradhya.

convener VN Rajashekar also
spoke. Committee president
Allama Prabhu Bettadoor, re-
tired Vice-Chancellor AH.
Rajaiah, Dalit Sangharsh
Samiti's Mavalli Shankar, Ed-
ucationists AR Vasavi, Fran-
cis Assis Almeida, Subhash,
Rajesh Bhat, and S.G. Ma-
hesh were present.
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implementation of the Mekedatu Balanced Watershed Project

one Superintendent of Ac-
counts, Superintendent, First
Class Account Assistant, two
First Class Assistants, one
Second Class Account Assis-
tant, four Second Class Assis-
tants, one Stenographer, four

Typists, one Driver, two
Group D Staff and one Guard.

Cauvery Irrigation Corpora-
tion Limited (KNNL) will
take action for the arrange-
ment of the Mekedatu Project
Office building. This team
will work under the Managing
Director of KNNL, and the
maintenance, infrastructure
and other expenses of the of-
fice will be borne by KNNL
grant. The Managing Director
of KNNL has been instructed
to hand over all files, corre-
spondence and other docu-
ments related to the imple-
mentation of the Mekedatu
Project to the Director of
KERS, the order said.

Land allocated for solid waste unit

BENGALURU : An extent of 2.30 acres of government
land in Survey No. 41 under the Swachh Bharat Mission
scheme has been allocated for the construction of a solid
waste unit in Kanaminike village under Kumbalagod Gram
Panchayat of Yeshwantpur Assembly constituency. Since
there is no road connection to the said land, invisible hands
are obstructing the construction of the road, therefore, MLA
ST Somashekhar appealed to the government and Revenue
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda to construct a road to the sol-
id waste unit. Survey No. 41 bail of Kanaminike village
under Kumbalagod Gram Panchayat is originally government
free land. The local villagers of the said village and the ac-
count holders of Survey No. 128 are objecting to the con-
struction of a road in the area reserved for the solid waste unit
under the Swachh Bharat Mission scheme. This land is gov-
ernment land. The local police have been ordered to take
necessary steps to provide road connectivity to the reserved
land by taking necessary steps to provide road connectivity.
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Sm
set to make
construction
sites safer

BENGALURU

Al has now made its mark
across industries, including
construction equipment, as
manufacturers step up tech-
nology adoption.

Companies spoke said that
by using Al, they enabled pro-
active maintenance, safer op-
erations, and smarter project
monitoring, with instant alerts
sent to owners to prevent
breakdowns or accidents.
While most Al applications
currently sit off-machine rath-
er than directly onboard, the
push towards semi-autono-
mous and autonomous tech-
nologies is picking up pace,
with the aim of cutting down-
time, boosting fuel efficiency,
and lowering the total cost of
ownership for customers.

Addressing the role of arti-
ficial intelligence in the con-
struction equipment sector,
JCB said Al and data analyt-
ics are already transforming
how machines are managed
and customers supported.
Launching its new 52-tonne
excavator, Deepak Shetty,
CEO and Managing Director
of JCB, said, Al and data an-
alytics are already integral to
our operations.
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Students staged a protest at Freedom Park in Bengaluru on Friday opposing the government’s decision to convert

RC College and Arts College into constituent institutions of Bangalore City University.
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District Task Force Reviews Pulse Polio Drive Progress

BENGALURU

A District Task Force meeting
for the systematic planning of
the 2025 Pulse Polio Immuni-
zation Programme was held
under the chairmanship of
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration Commissioner, Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar.

The meeting was attended
by SMO Dr Nagaraj, WHO
consultants, Deputy Health
Officers, administrative med-
ical officers from all Urban
Primary Health Centres, rep-
resentatives from the Depart-
ment of Women and Child
Welfare, heads of private hos-
pitals, representatives from
apartments, NGOs, Rotary

Club and more than 95 partic-
ipants in total. The meeting
included discussions on the
measures taken for polio
awareness activities, and the
involvement of private hospi-
tals, apartments and volun-
teers. Medical officers of
Urban Primary Health Cen-

JUSTICE DELAYED

tres were instructed to appoint
the required staff from nurs-
ing colleges, degree colleges,
medical colleges and para-
medical institutions. Direc-
tions were issued to create
awareness about polio in all
religious places, railway sta-
tions, bus stands, malls, high-

rise buildings and public
events. All private hospitals
were instructed to immediate-
ly report AFP (Acute Flaccid
Paralysis) and other suspected
cases. Setting up vaccination
booths in view of the festive
season, were the key deci-
sions taken in the meeting.

As Christmas falls on De-
cember 25, instructions were
given to establish Pulse Polio
Immunization Booths in all
churches on that day.

Additional Commissioner
(Revenue), Joint Commis-
sioners (Zone 1 and Zone 2),
Health Officers and senior
officials from various depart-
ments were present at the
meeting.

PTCL Petition Dismissed: After Govt Land Sale

BENGALURU

The High Court has said that
applications filed after 28
years seeking reinstatement
under the Scheduled Castes
and Tribes (Restriction of
Encumbrances on Certain
Lands) Act (PTCL) after the
sale of government-granted
land to the Scheduled Castes
and Tribes community will
not be entertained.

The Supreme Court has
upheld the order of a sin-
gle-judge bench that dis-
missed a petition seeking
restoration of the sold land,

holding that a petition filed
after a delay of 28 years can-
not be said to have been filed
within a reasonable time.

The heirs of Poojary
Narayanappa, a resident of
Vinobha Nagar, Chintamani,
Chikkaballapur district, had
filed an appeal challenging
the order of a single-member
bench that dismissed a peti-
tion filed under the PTCL
Act seeking restoration of
their rights over the land al-
lotted to them by the govern-
ment after it was sold.

The bench comprising Jus-
tices Anusivaraman and Vi-

COURT

jay Kumar A Patil, which
heard the petition, passed this
order. The land allotted by
the government was sold in
1943 and the judicial process
began in 2006-07. The peti-
tion seeking restoration of

rights over the land was filed
28 years after the enactment
of the Act. This cannot be
called a reasonable time, the
bench said.

The appellant has not made
any attempt to restore the
land within a reasonable
time. As per the additional
documents submitted during
the hearing, as per Section 5
of the PTCL Act, an applica-
tion should be filed with the
Sub-Divisional Officer for
restoration of the rights of
the land. However, it is
learnt that the appellant has
filed it with the Tahsildar.

Also, in the case of Nekkanti
Ramalakshmi, the Supreme
Court has said that an appli-
cation filed after the expiry
of the reasonable period for
restoration of the rights of
the land will not be enter-
tained.

Another bench of the High
Court has expressed the same
view in the case of Gangam-
ma. The government’s coun-
sel told the bench that the
land should be made avail-
able to the appellants. After
hearing the arguments, the
bench dismissed the appeal
and ordered.

Education Ministry sets up Al
healthcare centre TANUH at IISc

BENGALURU

The Ministry of Education
has established a new Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) Centre
of Excellence (CoE) for
Healthcare at the Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc), aiming
to accelerate the use of Al in
disease detection and primary
care. The centre, called the
Translational AI for Net-
worked Universal Healthcare
(TANUH) Foundation, is part
of a nationwide plan to create
four AI-CoEs in leading aca-
demic institutions. IISc said
on Friday that TANUH has
been set up as a Section 8 not-
for-profit company with a
mandate to design and deploy
Al tools for the early detec-
tion and management of
non-communicable diseases.
The centre brings together cli-
nicians, Al researchers and
data scientists, with nine I1ISc
faculty members anchoring its
core research work in digital
health, machine learning and
public health. Its technical
and programme teams focus
on moving health-Al proto-
types from the lab into re-

al-world use at scale. A major
part of TANUH’s mission is
to support frontline health
workers by creating point-of-
care tools that can flag risks,
guide clinical decisions and
offer personalised monitoring.
The centre’s early projects
target high-burden conditions
such as oral and breast cancer,
retinal diseases, diabetes and
mental health.

All solutions are being de-
signed to follow responsible
Al standards and are tested in
collaboration with clinicians
at partner institutions, includ-
ing AIIMS, New Delhi.“We
are excited to establish TA-
NUH. This multidisciplinary
centre will deliver scalable Al
solutions for non-communica-
ble diseases exemplified by
our award-winning Aarogya
Aarohan app, Prof G Ranga-
rajan, Director, IISc and
Chairman, TANUH’s Board
of Directors. He added that
the centre aligns with the na-
tional goal to “Make Al in
India, Make AI Work for In-
dia”, and will help improve
access to healthcare across the
country.
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Fake death certificate
used to grab land from
old woman

Hassan
A woman from Chik-
kanayakanahalli in Sakle-
shpura has filed a com-
plaint claiming that her
land was illegally taken by
creating a fake death cer-
tificate while she is still
alive. Siddamma, the
landowner, possesses 1
acre 20 guntas. According
to the complaint,a man
named Sheikh Ahmed
from Ballupete falsely de-
clared himself her adopt-
ed son, prepared a fake
family tree, and even
forged a will supposedly
made by Siddamma in
2008. He then allegedly
obtained a death certifi-
cate dated October 4,
2009, to transfer the land
to his name. Siddamma
and her son Ningaraju
have demanded strict ac-
tion against Ahmed and
the revenue officials who
helped create the fraudu-
lent documents.

7seriously injured as
gas cylinder
destroys home

Koppal
A maijor gas cylinder ex-
plosion in Hebbal village
of Gangavati taluk left
seven people seriously in-
jured and completely de-
stroyed a house. The in-
jured have been identified
as Raj (38), Suresh (35),
Durugappa (27),
Husenamma (40), Naga-
raj (18), Durugamma (17),
Vishnu (16), and Srikanth
(22). All of them were
rushed to Gangavati Hos-
pital, where their families
are in distress over their
condition. According to
initial reports, the blast
occurred when a newly
purchased cylinder at
Husenamma'’s house
was switched onin the
morning. The impact was
so powerful that the en-
tire house collapsed,
neighbouring houses de-
veloped cracks, and even
people standing nearby
suffered burn injuries.
The incident took place
under the jurisdiction of
Gangavati Rural Police
Station.

'GP library staff will soon get
salaries through DBT: Lad

Santosh Lad assured pending salaries will be cleared soon and
DBT system introduced to support Gram Panchayat staff

BELAGAVI

BJP MLC D.S. Arun strongly
urged the government to guar-
antee minimum wages and
timely salary payments for
employees working in Gram
Panchayat libraries and infor-
mation centres, raising the
issue during the Legislative
Council’s Question Hour in
Belagavi. He pointed out that
many library staff members
continue to face severe salary
irregularities, with some not
receiving their pay for
months. According to Arun,
the lack of financial security
and absence of a fixed month-
ly income has pushed two

workers to take their own
lives, highlighting the gravity
of the situation.

Arun insisted that every
employee should receive at
least *12,000 per month and
questioned why the govern-
ment could not transfer this
amount directly to their ac-

counts through DBT. He
stressed that DBT would en-
sure transparency, prevent
delays, and protect workers
from depending on intermedi-
aries. He further added that
Gram Panchayat libraries
have not received new books
for a long time and demanded
immediate procurement to
strengthen rural library ser-
vices.

Replying to it, Minister
Santosh Lad acknowledged
the seriousness of the issue.
He said that salary arrears
amounting to X336 crore were
pending and that the Finance
Department had already been
notified to release the funds at

the earliest. Lad assured the
House that the government
was committed to clearing the
dues quickly and improving
the payment system.

He also stated that the pro-
posal to shift all salary pay-
ments to DBT would be
brought to the minister’s at-
tention for consideration. In
the suicide-related case men-
tioned by Arun, Lad con-
firmed that the Panchayat
Development Officer had
been suspended. The govern-
ment, he added, is determined
to improve working condi-
tions, strengthen rural librar-
ies, and ensure fair, timely
compensation for all staff.

Balakrishna
slams Yathindra,
says he lacks
‘minimum
common sense’

BELAGAVI

Magadi MLA Balakrishna
openly criticised Yathindra
Siddaramaiah, stating that he
lacks even “minimum com-
mon sense.” Reacting at Su-
varna Soudha to Yathindra’s
claim that the high command
has ruled out any leadership
change, Balakrishna ex-
pressed displeasure, saying
different rules seem to apply
to senior and junior leaders.
He questioned why no notice
was issued to Yathindra for
his remarks.

Balakrishna added that
when leaders like Igbal Hus-
sain speak, it is labelled as
“pressure,” but when Yathin-
dra comments, it is consid-
ered “smart politics,” calling
out the double standards. Ear-
lier, several MLAs supporting
DK Shivakumar received no-
tices from the KPCC Disci-
plinary Committee for speak-
ing publicly during the lead-
ership tussle. DK supporters
are now questioning why
Yathindra, who openly backed
his father, has not been issued
a similar notice.

State level j junior
kabaddi championship
thrills Mandya

MANDYA

The “K.S. Puttannayya Cup
2025,” a state-level junior
boys’ and girls’ kabaddi
championship, was held from
December 11 to 14 at the Ag-
riculture University stadium
in VC Farm, Mandya taluk, in
memory of the late K.S. Put-
tannayya. The four-day tour-
nament saw vibrant celebra-
tions and enthusiastic partici-
pation from 31 teams repre-
senting all districts of Karna-
taka.

The event began with a
grand welcome for special
guests, including popular
Melukote MLA Darshan Put-
tannayya, farmer leader Suni-
ta Puttannayya, international
kabaddi player B.C. Ramesh,
and Agriculture University
Special Officer Dr. K.M. Ha-
rini Kumar. They were greet-
ed with floral tributes in a
ceremonial procession from
Mallanayakanakatte village,
accompanied by traditional
Pooja and Dollu dances, lead-
ing up to the VC Farm
grounds. The inauguration
included watering a sapling,

symbolising growth and vital-
ity, while the sports torch was
received by Mrs. Sunita Put-
tannayya.

Darshan Puttannayya ad-
dressed the gathering, ex-
pressing happiness that a
state-level tournament was
organised in his father’s
name, emphasizing participa-
tion, sportsmanship, and the
importance of moving for-
ward without focusing solely
on winning or losing.

The event drew prominent
dignitaries, including Badaga-
lapura Nagendra (State Presi-
dent, Karnataka Raitha Sang-
ha), A.L. Kempugowda (Dis-
trict President, Mandya
Raitha Sangha), C.D. Gan-
gadhar (Congress District
President), local Panchayat
leaders, amateur kabaddi as-
sociation heads, and various
farmer and sports leaders.

Mandya school children en-
tertained the audience with
cultural dance performances,
and the streets of Holalu,
Mallanayakanakatte, and VC
Farm were beautifully deco-
rated with electric lights, add-
ing to the festive atmosphere.

Koraga and Jenukuruba
communities protest for land

MANGALURU

Leaders of Karnataka’s mar-
ginalized Koraga and Jenuku-
ruba communities staged a
protest outside the Suvarna
Vidhana Soudha in Belagavi
on Friday, demanding imple-
mentation of their longstand-
ing requests related to land,
employment, and institutional
support. Both communities
are recognised as Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) and have historical-
ly faced social and economic
marginalization.

The Koraga community,
indigenous to Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi dis-
tricts, has been advocating
for land rights for decades.
Under the leadership of Dr.
Muhammad Peer, a compre-
hensive study was submitted
recommending that each
Koraga family be allotted
2.5 acres of land along with
rehabilitation support.

The protest leaders submit-
ted a memorandum to the
Chief Minister, reiterating the
need to recognize the Koraga
and Jenukuruba communities’
historical struggle for land,
secure employment, and insti-

Key demands presented by the protestors included

e Enactment of a special land ownership law to
allocate land to PVTG communities.

e Establishment of a separate corporation for
Koraga and Jenukuruba communities and implementation of
targeted development schemes.

e Political representation for the Koraga community in de-
partmental committees and local governing bodies, including
reservation of constituencies and nomination rights.

e Employment rights, ensuring 100% direct
recruitment opportunities for Koraga youth.

e Formulation of a special employment policy for
direct recruitment of all PVTG tribal communities.

tutional support. Sundara
Koraga, President of the Dak-
shina Kannada District Kora-
ga Association, emphasized
that these measures are vital

to protect the rights and live-
lihood of these indigenous
communities and strengthen
their socio-economic empow-
erment.

Hussain reaffirms
support for DKS as
power tussle intensifies

BELAGAVI

Congress MLA Igbal Hussain
has once again voiced strong
support for Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar,
stating that the hard work he
has done for the party will
bear fruit soon after the As-
sembly session concludes. His
remarks come a day after Shi-
vakumar held a dinner meet-
ing in Belagavi with
his close ministers
and MLAs, a gather-
ing attended by 50—
60 Congress legisla-
tors.

Hussain said nu-
merical strength
does not matter and that the
final decision lies with the
party high command. Accord-
ing to him, if Shivakumar in-
vites, all 224 MLAs would be
willing to join him for dinner,
as many share a close and
friendly bond with him. He
emphasised that the high
command’s decision must be
accepted by everyone.

Congress MLA Ramesh

Igbal Hussain backs
DK Shivakumar again,
saying his efforts will
be rewarded after the

session as leaders
rally around the
Deputy CM

Bandi Siddegowda also com-
mented, saying he had simply
attended a dinner
hosted by friends in
Belagavi. He argued
that the issue of lead-
ership is for the high
command to decide
and questioned why
attending a dinner
should be viewed negatively.

BJP’s Yeshwanthpur MLA
ST Somashekhar, now seen
aligning with the Congress,
asked why DK Shivakumar
should not become Chief
Minister, pointing out his
years of contribution and ded-
ication to building the party.
He added that the high com-
mand will make its decision
once the session ends.

Industrial park to be set up
in Belagavi: Min M.B. Patil

BELAGAVI

Belagavi is set to get a new
industrial park aimed at boost-
ing investment and industrial
development, announced
M.B. Patil, Minister for Large
and Medium Industries, in the
Legislative Assembly. Re-
sponding to a question from
BJP MLA Aravind Bellad
during Question Hour on Fri-
day, Patil said that substantial
preparations for the park are
already underway. The gov-
ernment has allocated 3,000
acres of land under the Banga-
lore-Mumbai Industrial Corri-
dor for this purpose and is
urging the central government
to establish an Aerospace De-
fence Corridor.

Patil highlighted that there
is growing global demand for
eco-systems and aero-
space-related industries.
While aerospace opportunities
exist in areas like Bengaluru
Rural and Kolar, Belagavi has

shown strong potential for
eco-system-based industrial
growth. He added that indus-
tries set up in urban areas do
not receive incentives, but ru-
ral regions, especially back-
ward taluks, will be eligible
for 3-5% incentives.

The minister also empha-
sized that the state has intro-
duced a new industrial policy
considered superior to those
of other states, with special
provisions for aerospace in-
dustries. A Clean Mobility
Policy has also been imple-
mented to promote sustain-
able industrial development.
Criticizing the previous BJP
government, Patil noted that
little effort was made to set up
industries in North Karnataka
during their tenure. The in-
dustrial park in Belagavi is
expected to generate employ-
ment, attract investment, and
strengthen the region’s eco-
nomic and technological eco-
system.

No public or private disputes
over Unity Mall: Pramoda Devi

MYSURU

Mysuru’s Pramoda Devi
Wadiyar has issued a state-
ment clarifying her position
regarding the proposed con-
struction of Unity Mall. She
stated that she does not op-
pose the mall itself but is con-
cerned about build-
ing on her family’s
private land. To
protect this land,
she has filed a case
in court.

The disputed site
is part of Dodkere
Tank Bed in Survey
No. 1 of Mysuru
Kasaba Hobli. Pra-
moda Devi said she has no
objection to displaying state
handicrafts or Gl-tagged
products on the site. She em-
phasized that there are no
public or private disputes re-
garding the project. The gov-
ernment is free to establish
the mall, but it should use
government-owned land rath-
er than allocating private an-
cestral property for the con-

struction.

She explained that her fam-
ily’s land has historical signif-
icance, tracing back to agree-
ments between the Govern-
ment of India and the then
state government during state
mergers, effective from Janu-
ary 23, 1950. Preserving her
ancestral property is
her responsibility,
and she has submit-
ted all relevant doc-
uments to support
her stance in court.

Pramoda Devi’s
clarification stresses
that her objection is
legal and procedur-
al, not personal or
political. The government’s
response to her petition will
be examined in the Karnataka
High Court, which will decide
the matter in due course. Her
statement aims to dispel any
misunderstandings about con-
flicts or disputes over the mall
construction, reaffirming her
commitment to protecting
family heritage while allow-
ing lawful development.

Okkaligara Union demands equal

SHIVAMOGGA

Shivamogga District Okka-
ligara Union President G. Ra-
mesh Gowda has urged the
union to provide equal mem-
bership opportunities to Ok-
kaliga community members
from all taluks in the district.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence, he noted that while the
union is approaching its 75th
anniversary and is a source of
pride, only 5,000 members
are enrolled out of the dis-
trict’s lakhs of Okkaliga resi-
dents. Of these, 85% come
from Tirthahalli taluk, while
the remaining six taluks con-
tribute only 15% of members,
leaving many Okkaligas in
rural Shivamogga, Bhadra-
vathi, and other taluks with-
out representation.

Despite repeated written
and verbal appeals to the
union’s board of directors,
equal membership has not
been granted. Gowda criti-
cized that government and

i political support benefits the

union only nominally, as
most director positions and
memberships remain concen-
trated in Tirthahalli. Mem-
bership applications are
capped at 20 per director,
mostly allocated to Tirthahal-
li residents and director rela-
tives, creating inequality
within the community.

A general body meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, De-
cember 14, at the union office
on Balraj Aras Road. The Ok-
kaligara Union called on all
community members to at-
tend at 10 a.m., emphasizing

membership across all taluks |

that the discussion will focus
on ensuring fair membership,
fostering equality, and pro-
moting unity among all Okka-
ligas. Gowda stressed that the
community’s assets belong to
everyone, not just a few lead-
ers or families, and urged
members to highlight the is-
sue with display cards peace-
fully to draw attention.

The press conference was
attended by Union Secretary
S.M. Devendra and directors
Vinod Kumar, Krishnappa,
Divakar, Shantamma, Made-
gowda, Kumar, and Dinesh.

Bagar Hukum: Officials, land mafia to face action

BELAGAVI

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda announced in the
Legislative Council that strict
criminal action will be taken
against officials and land ma-
fia involved in illegally grant-
ing Bagar Hukum land to en-
croachers. Responding to a
question raised by MLC Ra-
mesh Babu during Zero Hour,
he said the government will
not tolerate the misuse of
government land. He noted

that some officials were di-
rectly responsible for approv-
ing illegal land grants, which
is a serious violation.

The minister re-
vealed that around 98
individuals in Chik-
kanayakanahalli taluk
were issued fake cul-
tivation certificates in
the names of farmers.
FIRs have already
been filed against
those who used these forged
documents to claim land own-

ership. As soon as the irregu-
larities surfaced, the depart-
ment formed an investigation
team on November 13 and
sent it to probe
the case. He said
such document
manipulation
would not have
been possible
without the in-
volvement of re-
cord-keeping offi-
cials. Therefore, FIRs have
been lodged against all offi-

cials who handled land re-
cords in the taluk since 2018.
The investigation team is
now verifying signatures on
the fake certificates to deter-
mine which ones are genuine
and which are forged.
Officials have sought a
week’s time to complete the
signature verification report.
Once the findings are submit-
ted, the government will initi-
ate criminal proceedings and
departmental disciplinary ac-
tion against all those found

guilty. During the session,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
also stated that the govern-
ment has begun a phased pro-
cess to fill 1,88,037 vacant
posts across departments. Of
the 2,84,881 total vacancies,
96,844 have already been
filled, and clearance has been
issued for recruitment to an
additional 24,300 posts. The
CM added that earlier delays
caused by internal reservation
issues have now been re-
solved.
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CHITRADURGA

District Collector T. Ven-
katesh directed agriculture
and horticulture officials to
provide timely support to
farmers and ensure rapid res-
olution of their issues. Speak-
ing at a farmers’ grievance
redressal meeting on Friday,
he emphasized that officials
must actively engage with
farmers, inform them about
government schemes, and ad-
dress their concerns at the lo-
cal level.

Officials were instructed to
conduct joint crop surveys,
implement crop-cutting ex-
periments, and provide inter-
im crop compensation infor-
mation, ensuring that no eligi-
ble farmer faces injustice.

Strict action will be taken
against officers failing to con-
duct proper crop assessments.
For the current Kharif season,
769 farmers who suffered
crop losses due to excessive
rainfall have already received
Rs. 1.09 crore in compensa-
tion. Technical issues delay-
ing payments to some farmers
are being resolved to ensure
all eligible beneficiaries re-
ceive support.

Regarding past grievances,
a Rs. 46 crore irregularity re-
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District Collector Venkatesh
urges timely farmer relief

District Collector T. Venkatesh directs agriculture and horticulture officials to
ensure timely farmer compensation and resolve grievances efficiently

lated to crop compensation in
2023-24 is under investiga-
tion, with FIRs filed and re-
gional commissioners ap-
pointed to probe the matter.
The Collector also an-
nounced the declaration of
139 new revenue villages,
with preparations underway
for issuing house ownership
certificates and e-property
documents. Officials reported
that in Dyamavvanahalli Pan-
chayat, 32 farmers received
crop compensation, and in

Chitradurga taluk, 1,130
farmers applied, with 450
payments already disbursed.
Authorities were instructed to
publish eligible and ineligible
farmer lists publicly and pro-
vide clear communication to
those pending relief.

Farmer leaders stressed that
effective field-level imple-
mentation by agriculture and
horticulture officials will pre-
vent disputes and ensure in-
surance and compensation
reach all affected farmers.
Key participants included Ad-
ditional District Collector
B.T. Kumaraswamy, Joint Ag-
riculture Director B. Manju-
nath, Joint Horticulture Direc-
tor G. Savita, departmental
officers, and local farmer rep-
resentatives.

O ibcworldnews.com

New Panchayat buildings
inauguration in Devanahalli today

BENGALURU RURAL

The Public Works and Urban
Development Departments of
Bengaluru Rural District are
set to inaugurate several new
infrastructure projects, includ-
ing the new office building
for the Bengaluru Interna-
tional Airport Area Develop-
ment Authority (BIAADA/
BYAP), at Ambika Layout on
Sulibele Road, Devanahalli
Town. The inauguration is
scheduled for December 13,
Saturday, at 11:00 AM. The
project, constructed at an es-
timated cost of 26.45 crore,
aims to strengthen adminis-
trative facilities in the region.

Additionally, the new Kun-
dana Gram Panchayat build-
ing, a clean drinking water
unit for Kundana and Venkat-
apura villages, and a school
classroom in Devaganahalli
village will be inaugurated at
1:00 PM in the premises of
Kundana Gram Panchayat.
The ceremony will be led by

Bengaluru Rural
inaugurates new
Panchayat buildings,
drinking water units,
and school facilities in
Devanabhalli Taluk,
boosting local
governance and
infrastructure

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, while K.H. Mu-
niyappa, Minister for Food,
Civil Supplies, and Consum-
er Affairs, will preside over
the event.

Several dignitaries will be
present, including Public
Works Minister Satish Jarki-
holi, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda, Rural
Development Minister Pri-
yank Kharge, Fifth Finance
Commission Chairperson C.
Narayanaswamy, and MLA
Sharath Kumar Bacchegow-
da. Lok Sabha MP Dr. K.

Sudhakar, Legislative Coun-
cil members S. Ravi, Putta,
N. Nagaraj, Ramoji Gowda,
and Dheeraj Muniraj from
Doddaballapur, along with
various authority heads in-
cluding B. Rajanna, V. Shan-
takumar, and C. Jagannath,
will also attend.

The event will further in-
clude key administrative offi-
cials such as Additional Chief
Secretaries, District Collec-
tors, CEOs, and police super-
intendents. Elected represen-
tatives, nominated members,
community leaders, and the
general public from across
the district are expected to
participate, marking the inau-
guration as a significant mile-
stone in the district’s devel-
opment initiatives.

This initiative highlights
the government’s ongoing fo-
cus on enhancing local gover-
nance, providing better public
services, and improving infra-
structure across Bengaluru
Rural District.

HM Revanna’s
son’s car hits
two-wheeler,

rider dies

MAGADI

A fatal road accident occurred
in Gudemaradahalli of Magadi
taluk on Thursday night, in-
volving the car of R. Sha-
shank, son of Guarantee
Scheme Implementation Com-
mittee Chairman H.M. Revan-
na. The victim has been iden-
tified as Rajesh (27) from Be-
lagumba village. He was em-
ployed at a private company in
Bengaluru and was returning
home around 10 pm when the
incident took place. Rajesh
was riding his two-wheeler
when Shashank’s car, travel-
ling from Magadi towards
Bengaluru, allegedly collided
with it. The impact threw
Rajesh onto the road, killing
him on the spot. Kuduru Police
visited the scene and have ini-
tiated further legal procedures.

Meeting on rescue, rehabilitation
of child and adolescent workers

CHITRADURGA ployed at a local garage was rescued
and handed over to the Child Wel-
fare Committee for protection and
rehabilitation.

The operation was attended by T.
Kusuma, Labor Inspector of Chal-
lakere Circle; P. Satish Kumar, Di-
rector of the District Child Labor
Project Society; Nirmala, Field Ed-
ucatlon Officer; Naveen Kumar,
Child Development
W Project Officer;
# Chandan, Coordlna—
tor of the Child Help-
# line; staff from the

- District Child Protec-
tion Unit; Dhananjay from the shel-
ter home Batral; Manjunath, leader
of the Alemeri community; and rep-
resentatives from the police depart-
ment.

The initiative aims to enforce
child labor laws, ensure the safety
and rights of children, and facilitate
their education and rehabilitation,
reinforcing the government’s com-
mitment to protecting vulnerable
minors in Molkalmuru Taluk.

Tehsildar Nagaveni chaired a meet-
ing on Friday at the Molkalmuru Ta-
luk office focusing on the identifica-
tion, rescue, and rehabilitation of
child and adolescent workers under
the Child and Adolescent Labour
(Prohibition & Regulation) Act,
1986. She directed officials to ensure
that children found out-
side school are brought
back to the mainstream
education system. e
Two specialized teams
have already been
formed to regularly visit targeted lo-
cations each month, rescue children
engaged in labor, and safeguard their
rights. Officials were instructed to
monitor these children’s reintegration
into schools and provide necessary
support for their well-being.
Following these directions, a sud-
den inspection was conducted in
Rampur village targeting various
commercial establishments. During
the operation, a child laborer em-

|, AKSHAYA S/o SHANKAR
DEVADIGA, R/o 3-23,
Ajjaramane Kuruval,
Kundapura Taluk,
Naikanakatte kergal, To,
Kundapura, Udupi,
Karnataka, PIN Code:
576219, have changed Sir,
my name and shall hereafter
be known as AKSHAY
SHANKAR DEVADIGA.

I, HARSH RAVI JOSHI S/o
Ravi Joshi, R/o T-5 Shrindhi
Apartment, Somawar Peth,
Tilkawadi, Belagavi,
Karnataka - 590006, have

BEFORE THE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS
TRIBUNAL (SPECIAL SUB COURT)
AT TIRUAPTTUR, TIRUPATTUR DISTRICT.,
M.C.O.P. No. 67 / 2025
Lakshmi

Seenivasan and another

Seenivasan S/o. Jayaram Azhagiri
No.219, Andhra Colony Narayanapuram,
Doorvani Nagar,
State 560016.
Please take notice that the above
case has been filed by the petitioner
claiming compensation for the injury of
Lakshmi in the road accident. The above
case has been posted on 19/12/2025 for
your appearances and you are hereby
requested to appear before the Hon'ble
court on 19/12/2025 at 10.30 a.m., either
in person or through an advocate and file
your objections. As otherwise the above
case will be decided exparte.
S. KALAISELVI, B.A.,B.L.,
MS.No: 3045/2010 Advocate,
Thamba Complex, Ground Floor,
Periyakulam Near,
Tirupattur-635 601. TPT.Dt.
Cell: 94439 89374

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

" Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Bengaluru Division,
2nd Floor, PWD Annexure Building, K.R. Circle,

Petitioner Bengaluru-01. Phone: 080-22133370 E-mail:eepwdbngdn@yahoo.com
Vs No0.42/2025-26 Date: 11.12.2025

SHORT-TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

ltem-rate tenders, for the work of PWD, No.2 North,
Anekal & Hoskote Sub Divisions under this office
noted below, are invited by the undersigned on behalf of
the Governor of Karnataka in accordance with Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurement rules 2000 and as
per Standard Tender Documents for Procurement of works
from the contractors registered in K.P.W.D. as per KPPP.
Tender Notification are Published for 04 works (Rs.6.00
Lakhs to Rs.20.00 Lakhs). Details of the tender works
can be obtained from the above office during office hours
on working days. EMD & Tender Processing fees are
mentioned in KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
(1) Tenders must be submitted online through KPP Portal on
or before 4.00 P.M. on dated: 20.12.2025 (2) The opening
of tenders through KPP Portal on Dated: 22.12.2025 at 4.30 P.M.

Respondent

Bangaloru Karnataka

or further date and time will be intimate. For more details

changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as HARSH JOSHI.

CHANGE OF NAME

1,SUHANI MURAL (Old name)
Address: &0rs.
NIKETAN HERITAGE
APPT GOKUL ROAD HUBLI.| | TO
Has changed my name:
SUHANI
SOMSHEKAR MURAL
(New name) for all purposes.
Vide Affidavit
Dated: 11/12/2025
before notary public Hubli.

NAME CHANGE

I, VIVEK KANGRALKAR, resident
of at No. 1490, 8th Main th
Cross, Jidicial Layout, Allasandra;
Bangalore - 560065, have changed
my name to VIVEKANAND
SADANAND KANGRALKAR, Vide
Affidavit Dated: 12.12.2025 before
notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

|, SANIKA, D/o. Vivekanand
Sadanand Kangralkar, Resident
f at No. 1490, 8th Main, 4th
Cross, Jidicial Layout, Allasandra,
Bangalore-560065, have
changed my name fo SANIKAV
KANGRALKAR, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 12.12.2025 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE

(Ordinary Original Civil Jurisdiction)
C.S. COMM.DIV 198 OF 2022
M/s. Sri Padman Biosciences Pvt. Ltd.

M/s. Bookmed technologies Pvt. Ltd.

D5- Vijay Simha H.N.

Son of Padma Narasinga Rao

No. 3C/13, Nandi Gardens,
Phase-1, J.P. Nagar, 9" Phase,
Bengaluru - 560 062.

D6- Indira H.N.

Daughter of Padma Narasinga Rao
No. 3C/13, Nandi Gardens,
Phase-1, J.P. Nagar, 9" Phase,
Bengaluru - 560 062.

Please take note that in the above
suit, an Application was taken out
for substituted service bearing
A.No. 5474 of 2025 before the
Hon'ble Madras High Court. The said
Application came up for hearing on
12/11/2025 and the Hon'ble Court
was pleased to issue paper publication.
You are called upon to enter
appearance either in person or
through a Counsel on 17/12/2025,
failing which the matter will be
heard and decided in your absence

contact this office.
AT MADRAS Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIPR/DD-C.P/4405/KSMCA/2025-26
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Public Works Department
Chikkaballapur Division, Chikkaballapur

Invitation for Tender (I.F.T.)
No.: 13/2025-26 Date: 06.12.2025

(For Building /Road /Bridge maintenance /
construction Works—As per standard Bid
Document KW 1,2,384 in two cover system.)

On behalf of The Governor of Karnataka, as per Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurement Act 2000, the
undersigned invite tenders for works in two cover system
through KPP Portal from eligible contractors registered in
PWD. Those interested in participating in the tender can
submit the tenders till Date:16.12.2025, 18.12.2025,
22.12.2025 and 26.12.2025 up to 04:00 pm. Further details
may be obtained from the above office during hours on works
days or from websites: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division Chikkaballapur.
DIPR/Chikkaballapura/R.0.No.302 /KSMCA/2025-26

NANDI MEDICAL COLLEGE AND
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

E-mail: cimschikkaballapura@gmail.com
Phone & Fax: 08156-272388
No:NMC&RI/CKB/E-TENDER/02/2025-26 Date:08.12.2025

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.

I.FT.No:EE/PWD/VIP/PB/5054-MDR-Bridge/2025-26/3540
Dated:11.12.2025

The- Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept. Division,
Vijayapur Invites tenders from eligible tenderers (registered
in Public Work Department) 01 work, As per standard bid
documents KW-4 with head of accounts 5054-03-101-0-02-
132 (MDR Bridge) and Work Indent-22334/Call-2 costing of
amount for Rs. 4450.00/- Lakhs, and the EMD amount of Rs.
44,50,000/- for the work. Increase in G.S.T shall not be paid
in the extended period of Contract for which the contractor
aloneisresponsible for delay as determined by the authority
while granting the extension of time. The calendar events of
tenders, dates are fixed as follows 1) Pre-Bid Meeting
Date:24.12.2025 at 11.00 AM 2) Last Date for Receipt of
Tenders Date- 30.12.2025 upto 4.30 PM. 3) Opening of
Technical Bid Date-01.01.2026 at 11.00 AM 4) Opening of
Financial Bid Date- 02.01.2026 at 11.00 AM. Clause-3
Conditions of Standard Bid Document may be seen in
Departmental Website i.e “eproc.karnataka.gov.in” and for
more information may contact help desk Bangalore (Phone
No. 918025501216 & 918025501227) or office of the
undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur
TORRROV/QNBONTNT /539 BT 20/2025-26

TENDER NOTIFICATION

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(E-Procurement)(2nd Call)

Nandi Medical College & Research Institution Teaching
Hospital Chikkaballapura invites tenders from the eligible
tenderers through the E-Tenders for the following subjects.
(1) Supplly And Installation Of Automated Tissue Processor
Equipments (2) Furnitures For HOD Chambers (3) Supply
and installation of Microscopes (4) Supply and Installation
Of Computeres, Printers & UPS (5) Supply for Chemicals
and Reagents. For further information about tender the
details please log on to: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Note: For any further information and announcements
regarding this tender please keep on watching our website
i.e., https://cimschikkaballapura.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Director, NMC&RI, Chikkaballapura
DIPR/Chikkaballapura/R.0.N0.298 /KSMCA/2025-26
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...Defendants
NOTICE

V. Srimathi
Avinash Wadhwani
Counsel for Plaintiff

MI &GWD Department

Office of the Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &
Ground Water Development Division, Admin Block, NH-75
Road, Near Café Coffee Day, Narsapura-563133, Kolar
taluk & District. E-Mail: eemidkir@rediffmail.com,
eemigwddkolar@gmail.com, Landline No: 08152-200049
No:EE/MI/Kol/TA/IAE/Tender Notification/1894/2025-26/
Dtd:10.12.2025

Short term recalled tender notification no:
19/2025-26/ Dtd:10.12.2025

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka Executive Engineer,
Minor Irrigation & Ground Water Development Division, Kolar
has invited tenders for eligible bidders through KPP-
Procurement for the work in two cover system for the 04
number of work. The tender procedure as per Rule of KTPP
Act and standard tender document KW-1 (02 work), KC-6
(01 Work), & KC-5 (01 Work), shall be followed for Maximum
amount of Rs. 245.00 Lakhs & Minimum amount of Rs. 1.06
Lakhs. Scheduled EMD amount to be submitted through KPP-
Portal and tender processing fees as per KPP-Portal
procedure. Downloading tender documents through KPP-
Portal www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in starts from
Dt:10.12.2025 04:30 PM. Last date of uploading tender
documents upto Dt:20.12.2025 04:30 PM. Pre bid
meeting for KC-6 work Date:16.12.2025 @11:30 AM at
Office of the Executive Engineer Ml & GWD division,
Kolar. Opening of technical bid Dt:22.12.2025 @ 04:30 PM.
The Executive Engineer reserves the right to make any
changes in above details in future if needed. For more details
can be obtained from the office of the under signed on all
working days during office hours and also through
website: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Executive
Engineer reserves the right to accept or reject any tender
without giving any reason.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation & Ground
Water, Development Division, Kolar.
DIPR/KOLAR/RO:399/KSMCA/2025-26

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore.

No. FD 25 JS(B&R) 2025 Bengaluru, December 13, 2025

PRESS COMMUNIQUE

Itis notified for general information that the outstanding balance
of 8.27% Karnataka SDL 2026 issued in terms of the
Government of Karnataka, Finance Department Notification
No. FD 01 BMB 2015(P) Dated January 08, 2016 will be repaid
at par on January 13, 2026 with interest due up to and including
January 12, 2026. In the event of a holiday being declared on
the aforesaid date by any State Government under the
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, the loan will be repaid by the
paying offices in that State on the previous working day.
No interest will accrue on the loan from and after January
13,2026
2. As per sub-regulation 24 (2) and 24 (3) of Government
Securities Regulations, 2007 payment of maturity proceeds to
the registered holder of Government Security held in the form of
Subsidiary General Ledger or Constituent Subsidiary General
Ledger account or Stock Certificate shall be made by a pay
order incorporating the relevant particulars of his bank account
or by credit to the account of the holder in any bank having
facility of receipt of funds through electronic means. For the
purpose of making payment in respect of the securities, the
original subscriber or the subsequent holders of such a
Government Securities, as the case may be, shall submit to the
Bank or Treasury and Sub Treasury or branch of State Bank of
India, where they are enfaced / registered for payment of
interest, as the case may be, the relevant particulars of their
bank account.
3. However, in the absence of relevant particulars of bank
account / mandate for receipt of funds through electronic
means, to facilitate repayment on the due date, holders of 8.27%
Karnataka SDL 2026 should tender their securities at the
Public Debt Office, 20 days in advance. The securities should be
tendered for repayment, duly discharged on the reverse there of
asunder:

“Received the Principal due on the Certificate".
4. It should be particularly noted that at places where the
treasury work is done by a branch of the State Bank of India, the
securities, if they are in the form of Stock Certificates, should be
tendered at the branch of the bank concerned and not at the
Treasury or Sub-Treasury.
5. Holders who wish to receive payment at places other than
those where the securities have been enfaced for payment
should send them duly discharged to the Public Debt Office
concerned by Registered and Insured Post. The Public Debt
Office will make payment by issuing a draft payable at any
Treasury / Sub- Treasury or branch of State Bank of India
conducting Government Treasury work in the State of

Karnataka. Sdi- (Ikram Shariff)
Joint Secretary to Government

DIPR/CP/4326/Zen/2025-26  (Budget & Resources), Finance Department
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Cold, pollution, shrinking
rivers worsen Kashmir’s
harsh winter woes

Srinagar
Biting cold with no pros-
pect of major rain/snow-
fall till the end of the
month continued in Jam-
mu and Kashmir on Friday
as minimum temperature
remained several notches
below the freezing point in
the Valley. Srinagar city
had minus 3.6 degrees
Celsius, Pahalgam minus
4.6 and Gulmarg zero as a
minimum temperature. An
extended dry spell has re-
sulted in several serious
problems erupting in
Kashmir. Due to the lack
of rain/snow, the sus-
pended particulate matter
(SPM) has mixed with
low-lying fog, especially in
areas in and around Srina-
gar city, resulting in smog.

J&K Police file charge
sheetindate of birth
forgery case

Srinagar
J&K Crime Branch said on
Friday that it has filed a
charge sheet in the court
against an accused for
forging his date of birth to
get a regular appointment
in the Public Works De-
partment. A statement is-
sued by the Crime Branch
Kashmir said, Special
Crime Wing (Crime
Branch) Kashmir in a firm
action against fraud, for-
gery and destruction of
evidence, produced
charge sheet in case FIR
No. 07/2022 under sec-
tion 420,468,471,201 RPC
before the Hon’ble Court
of CJM Handwara on
11.12.25 against an ac-
cused employee who de-
liberately forged and used
a fake date of birth certifi-
cate to secure illegal regu-
larisation in Public Works
Department (R&B).

Smog blankets
Delhi as AQI turns
Very poor again

New Delhi
Delhi woke up to a dense
blanket of smog on Friday,
with the overall Air Quality
Index (AQI) reaching 331
at 7a.m., placing the city
once again in the ‘very
poor’ category, according
to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB). Ja-
hangirpuri emerged as the
worst-affected locality in
the national capital with
an AQI of 405, pushing it
into the ‘severe’ zone. The
smog and shallow fog sig-
nificantly reduced visibility
across the national capi-
tal. Anand Vihar recorded
an AQI of 395, while other
pollution hotspots includ-
ed Vivek Vihar at 393,
Ashok Vihar at 382,
Bawana at 373, NSIT
Dwarka at 388, Rohini at
385, Wazirpur at 397,
Chandni Chowk at 368,
and DTU at 371.

Nine Pilgrims Killed, 23 Injured as Bus Falls
Into Gorge In Alluri Sitharamaraju District

9 pilgrims died and 23 sustained injuries after a prlvate bus plunged into a deep gorge early Friday morning

VISAKHAPATNAM

Nine pilgrims lost their lives
and 23 others were injured
when a private travel bus fell
into a gorge in Alluri Sithara-
maraju district during the ear-
ly hours of Friday. The tragic
accident occurred along the
Chintur—Naredumilli ghat
road after the driver reported-
ly failed to negotiate a sharp
turn, hitting a safety wall be-
fore the vehicle plunged into
the gorge.

The bus, which had 37 oc-
cupants including two drivers,
was travelling from Araku to
Bhadrachalam. All passengers

were residents of Chittoor dis-
trict and were on a pilgrimage
tour to various temples in
north Andhra and neighbour-

ing Telangana, with Bhadra-
chalam Temple being their
next destination.

Rescue efforts were delayed

initially due to the absence of
mobile network coverage in
the remote accident location,
resulting in a lag before au-
thorities were informed. Po-
lice teams rushed to the spot
and launched a rescue opera-
tion, recovering nine bodies.
The injured were taken to a
hospital in Chintur, while five
critically injured passengers
were shifted to Bhadrachalam
for advanced treatment. Five
police vehicles and three am-
bulances were deployed to
support the rescue operation.

Preliminary investigations
suggest that dense fog may
have reduced visibility, con-

tributing to the mishap. Offi-
cials also believe the driver,
unfamiliar with the route, lost
control of the bus at the
curve.

Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu expressed
deep shock over the tragedy
and directed officials to en-
sure the best possible medical
care for the injured. Home
Minister V. Anitha and Tribal
Welfare and Women and
Child Welfare Minister G.
Sandhya Rani visited the ac-
cident site and instructed dis-
trict authorities to provide all
necessary assistance to the
victims and their families.

Former
Telangana SIB
chief surrenders
before SIT

HYDERABAD

Telangana Special Intelli-
gence Bureau's former chief
T. Prabhakar Rao surrendered
before the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probing the
phone tapping case on Friday.
A day after the Supreme
Court’s direction, the retired
IPS official surrendered be-
fore the SIT at the Jubilee
Hills Police Station.

The Supreme Court al-
lowed the custodial interroga-
tion of Prabhakar Rao for a
week. A bench of Justices
B.V. Nagarathna and R. Ma-
hadevan asked him to surren-
der for the purpose of custo-
dial interrogation.

The bench directed that
there should be no physical
torture or hardship during the
interrogation. It also allowed
Prabhakar Rao to have food
from his home as well as
medication regularly.

The court passed the orders
while hearing Prabhakar Rao’s
petition for anticipatory bail.

Earlier, the Supreme Court,
while protecting the SIB
chief, had asked him to pro-
vide the correct ID and pass-
word for his iCloud and other
cloud backups to the investi-
gating agency.

Appearing for the state, So-
licitor General Tushar Mehta
had brought to the court’s no-
tice that Rao reset passwords
for only two out of five iCloud
accounts. The court was also
told that Rao had destroyed the
data along with the hard disks
and dumped them in a river.

Appearing for Rao, senior
advocate Ranjit Kumar said
one of the accounts could not
be reset because the US mo-
bile number associated with it
was deactivated and could not
be reactivated.

Ranjit Kumar told the court
the data was deleted following
official protocols on the order
of the Review Committee as
the information was sensitive.
He said that the minutes of the
Review Committee meeting
held on December 2, 2023,
would establish this.

BJP Accuses Mamata Banerjee of Double
Standards Over Enumeration Form Submission

KOLKATA

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Friday accused West
Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee of displaying dou-
ble standards and misleading
the public over her stance on
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) enumeration process.
The party claimed that despite
Banerjee’s repeated assertions
that she would not file her
enumeration form as a mark
of protest, she eventually sub-
mitted it on the last day of the
process.

BJP Information Technolo-
gy Cell Chief Amit Malviya
criticised the Chief Minister,
stating that she had once
again attempted to deceive

F:

voters. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has once again shown her in-
stinct to mislead. She submit-
ted her duly filled and signed
Enumeration Form on the
very last day, yet just hours
earlier from a rally in Krish-

BJP alleged Mamata
Banerjee misled citizens
by protesting
enumeration yet quietly
submitting her form on
final day.

nanagar, she falsely claimed
she would not submit it at all,
he said.

This is not the first time Ba-
nerjee has claimed she would
boycott the enumeration
forms. Earlier, when the revi-
sion exercise began on No-
vember 4, she had declared
she would refrain from filing
her form until all voters in the
state had completed theirs.
She alleged that the Election
Commission of India (ECI)

had rushed the revision exer-
cise, prompting her symbolic
protest.

Malviya, in a social media
post, alleged that after months
of spreading misinformation
and attempting to create con-
fusion about the SIR process,
the Chief Minister ultimately
submitted her form on De-
cember 11, the deadline for
West Bengal, in order to re-
main a valid voter. He further
claimed that voters in the
state ignored her appeals,
with nearly 100% of them
completing the process. While
the ECI extended the enumer-
ation deadline for five states
and one Union Territory, West
Bengal’s deadline remained
unchanged.

‘Dignified leader has
left us”: Tributes pour
in for Shivraj Patil

NEW DELHI

Leaders across party lines on
Friday expressed deep grief
over the passing of former
Union Home Minister and
veteran Congress leader
Shivraj Patil, remembering
him as a dignified statesman
who served the nation with
unwavering commitment.

Patil, 90, breathed his last
at his residence ‘Devghar’ in
Latur, Maharashtra, after a
brief illness. NCP(Sharad
Pawar) MP Supriya Sule re-
called the long political asso-
ciation between her party
chief, Sharad Pawar and
Shivraj Patil. Paying tribute,
she said, For many years,
Sharad Pawar and Shivraj Pa-
til worked together... He has
left behind a great legacy...
The country has lost a very
dignified leader. Today, on
behalf of my party and family,
I pay him heartfelt tribute.

Congress MP Sukhdeo
Bhagat described Patil as a dis-
ciplined and towering figure in
national politics. He was cer-
tainly a very senior and disci-
plined leader, and we are sad-
dened by his passing. Whenev-
er a person of such stature,
who has dedicated their entire
life to a great cause, leaves us,
it is deeply felt. Our heartfelt
condolences go out to the en-
tire family, he said.

Shiv Sena(UBT) leader
Bhaskar Jadhav also ex-
pressed sorrow, highlighting
Patil’s commitment to public
service. Shivraj Patil Chakur-
kar passed away today. I am
deeply saddened to hear this
news. He had served for many
years in Maharashtra and in
the nation’s Parliament. I al-
ways admired and respected
his dedication to his work and
principles, Jadhav stated.

Driver of killer truck remains
absconding in Sandeshkhali
witness accident case

KOLKATA

Two days after Satyajit
Ghosh, the younger son of
Bhola Ghosh, a key witness in
a criminal case against Sheikh
Shahjahan, the suspended Tri-
namool Congress leader from
Sandeshkhali in North 24 Par-
ganas district of West Bengal,
was killed in a suspicious
road accident, the driver of
the killer truck remains at
large. Satyajit died on
Wednesday, and the truck
driver, identified as Abdul
Ali Mollah, has not been ar-
rested yet.

Satyajit accompanied his
father, Bhola Ghosh, to the
trial court to get his statement
against Shahjahan recorded.
In the accident, although Bho-
la Ghosh had a close shave,
Satyajit and the driver of the
vehicle, Shahnur Molla, died
on the spot.

Although initially informa-
tion surfaced that the vehicle
had a head-on collision with
the killer truck, later Bhola
Ghosh told media persons that
the truck had hit their vehicle
from behind, not once but

twice. He also claimed that
even after hitting twice, the
killer truck kept on thrusting
the vehicle till it fell into the
roadside gutter.

Ghosh’s claims had been
corroborated by some eyewit-
nesses present at the spot for
the media persons.

Bhola Ghosh filed a written
complaint at Nazat police sta-
tion under Basirhat district
police, naming eight persons
he alleged were responsible
for the accident in which he
narrowly escaped, though his
younger son died.

The first two names in the
written complaint are those of
Sheikh Shahjahan and his
wife, Taslima Bibi. On Thurs-
day evening, the sleuths of the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI), who had been car-
rying out the probe in differ-
ent cases against Sheikh
Shahjahan, visited the resi-
dence of Bhola Ghosh and
enquired about the mishap.
The CBI has recently submit-
ted details of around 3,000
individual complaints regis-
tered against Sheikh Shahjah-
an in the Calcutta High Court.

Maharashtra BJP chief Ravindra Chavan denied coercion allegations
and affirmed MahaYuti partners will contest civic polls together.

Ravindra Chavan denies coercion
claims, reiterates MahaYuti unity

NAGPUR

Maharashtra BJP President
Ravindra Chavan on Friday
strongly refuted allegations
that the party was pressuring
leaders from alliance partners
or the Opposition to defect,
asserting that the BJP has al-
ways followed coalition dhar-
ma within the ruling MahaYu-
ti alliance.

Chavan highlighted the ac-
commodative approach of the
alliance under Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and con-
firmed that the three constitu-
ents — the BJP, Eknath Shin-
de-led Shiv Sena, and Ajit
Pawar-led NCP — will jointly
contest the upcoming local
body elections. These polls,
including the crucial Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) election, must be
concluded by January 31,
2026, as mandated by the Su-
preme Court.

His remarks come at a time
of heightened political activty

HC issues notice to Saudi Arabian embassy over
delay in repatriating youth’s mortal remains

JAIPUR

The High Court has issued a
notice to the Saudi Arabian
embassy in Delhi, seeking an
explanation for the prolonged
delay in releasing the mortal
remains of a Rajasthan youth,
who died there on November
13, leaving his family devas-
tated.

Intervening in the matter,
the Rajasthan High Court in
Jodhpur issued a notice to the
Saudi Arabian government,
after the body of Ramesh Ku-
mar Meghwal, a resident of
Balotra district, remained un-
dispatched even after 28 days
of his death.

Justice Nupur Bhati sought
a response from the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia through its
Embassy in New Delhi, fol-
lowing a petition filed by the
deceased’s mother, Teeju Bai.

Legal experts consider this
a significant judicial step, as
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issuing a notice to a foreign
government in a humanitarian
matter is rare.

The next hearing is sched-
uled for December 17, where
both the Saudi and Indian
governments will present
their positions.

Ramesh Kumar Meghwal, a
resident of Meghwalon Ki
Dhani in Gida tehsil, died
under suspicious circumstanc-
es in Saudi Arabia on Novem-
ber 13.

When his body was not sent

back for several weeks,
Charmesh Sharma, former Di-
rector of the Rajasthan Seeds
Corporation and known for
aiding Indians in distress
abroad, filed complaints with
the President’s Secretariat, the
National Human Rights Com-
mission, and the Ministry of
External Affairs. The Presi-
dent’s Secretariat directed the
Ministry of External Affairs
to take necessary action, and
the ministry subsequently re-
sponded to Sharma.

NUPI LAL TRIBUTE

in Maharashtra following
public disagreements between
BJP and Shiv Sena leaders
during elections to 264 local
bodies, where both sides
fielded competing candidates
in several wards.

Addressing the allegations
directly, Chavan said, BJP has
never coerced anybody from
the ruling parties or the Oppo-
sition to join us. He countered
accusations by pointing out
that it was the Shiv Sena that
first inducted BJP leaders in

Ambernath, sparking the
competitive round of political
poaching.

Chavan underscored the
BJP’s focus on ground-level
politics, stating that the party
leadership considers local
body elections as important as
Assembly and Lok Sabha
polls. He credited the BJP’s
strength to its development
agenda and the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis.

His comments follow a
meeting with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi earlier this week, where
he briefed Shah on the politi-
cal landscape and the party’s
organisational preparations
for the civic elections. Cha-
van also met Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
discuss strategy and seat-shar-
ing arrangements for munici-
pal corporations in Mumbai,
Thane, and neighbouring
regions.

President Murmu Pays Tribute on
86th Nupi Lal Day in Manlpur

IMPHAL

President Droupadi Murmu,
currently on a two-day visit to
Manipur, paid floral tributes
at the Nupi Lal Memorial
Complex in Imphal on Friday
to mark the 86th Nupi Lal
Day. The day commemorates
two historic women-led upris-
ings against British policies in
1904 and 1939, movements
that remain significant mile-
stones in the state’s socio-po-
litical history.

The President also visited
the Shree Govindaji Temple at
the Palace Compound, located
about two kilometres from the
memorial site, where she of-
fered prayers. An official ac-
companying the visit said
President Murmu’s tribute was
a heartfelt homage to the brave
women of Manipur whose

courage and resilience contin-
ue to inspire generations.
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, who joined the Presi-
dent at the memorial, also of-
fered floral tributes. In his
message to the people of Ma-
nipur, the Governor described
Nupi Lal Day—popularly
known as Nupilan Numit—as
a powerful reminder of the

extraordinary unity and patri-
otism shown by Manipuri
women. He highlighted that
the Nupi Lal movements
stood not just as protests but
as powerful expressions of
collective leadership and so-
cial awareness.

The brave mothers of Mani-
pur transformed their pain
into courage that culminated

in a movement that continues
to inspire generations. Their
sacrifices remind us that the
progress of any society lies in
respecting and empowering
its women, Bhalla said.

The Governor called upon
citizens to uphold the spirit of
Nupi Lal and work towards
fostering peace, harmony and
progress in the state.

Following the tribute cere-
mony, President Murmu de-
parted Imphal for Senapati
district, a Naga tribal-inhabit-
ed region, where she is sched-
uled to address a public func-
tion and inaugurate and lay
foundation stones for several
developmental projects. This
marks her first visit to Mani-
pur since assuming office, and
it comes at a time when the
state continues to recover
from ethnic violence.
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Congress criticises
Trinamool MP for vaping
e-cigarettein Parliament

New Delhi
Trinamool Congress MP
Saugata Roy has come un-
der criticism after a video
surfaced showing him

NEW DELHI

PM Modi reviews Shri Kalki Dham
construction with Acharya Pramod

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Acharya Pramod Krishnam to review
progress of Shri Kalki Dham construction in Uttar Pradesh

ing, writing, Today, in the PM

smoking an e-cigarette on
the Parliament premises.
While the Congress on Fri-
day termed the act inap-
propriate, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) defended the
veteran leader, saying he
had not violated any parlia-
mentary norms. Speaking
to reporters, Congress MP
Imran Masood said, This is
wrong. If he is smoking in
Parliament, it is not appro-
priate. However, SP MP
Virendra Singh told IANS,
Saugata Roy is a senior MP
with several terms.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday met spiritual leader
Acharya Pramod Krishnam in
his Parliament chamber, where
the latter presented a detailed
progress report on the construc-
tion of Shri Kalki Dham in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Sambhal district.
Acharya Pramod Krishnam,
who heads the Shri Kalki Dham
Nirman Trust overseeing the
project, also offered the Prime
Minister an ang-vastram and
prasad.

In a message shared on social
media, the spiritual leader ex-
pressed gratitude for the meet-

Chamber of the Indian Parlia-

ment, we had the fortune of
presenting to the illustrious and
honourable Prime Minister of
India, Shri @narendramodiji,
the progress report of the con-
struction of Shri Kalki Dham,
along with the prasad of the
world’s first ‘Kalki Katha’ and
an ang-vastram of Shri Kalki
Dham.

The meeting comes nearly a
year after PM Modi laid the
foundation stone of the Shri
Kalki Dham Temple on Febru-
ary 19 in Sambhal district.
During the foundation ceremo-
ny, he had also unveiled the

ant centre of spiritual and cul-
tural reverence.

Addressing the gathering

Making MP Naxal-free,
Ken-Betwa big
achievements

Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Dr Mohan Yadav on

Friday asserted that over-
coming the Naxal problem
and bringing the Ken-Bet-
wa river linking project out

of the drawing board was
the biggest achievement of
his government in the past
two years. He said his gov-

ernment has accelerated
development across the
state while strengthening
law and order during its
two year tenure. He also
said that curbing corruption
was the prime agenda of
his government and, within
two years, the administra-
tion has contained it toa
considerable extent.
Speaking to the media
here, Dr Yadav said the rap-
id pace of progress was
possible under the vision-
ary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

As part of Operation Sagar Bandhu,
launched to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to Sri Lanka following Cy-
clone Ditwah, an Engineer Task
Force of the Indian Army was airlift-
ed to provide critical engineering sup-
port. The 48-member team focuses on
restoring vital communication links,
including repairing and constructing
damaged roads and bridges. It in-
cludes bridging experts, surveyors,
watermanship specialists, and person-
nel skilled in operating heavy
earth-moving equipment, drones, and
unmanned systems, ensuring precise
and effective engineering work.

Indian army restores communication
links in cyclone-hit Sri Lanka

NEW DELHI

The task force holds four sets of
modular Bailey bridges, airlifted by
IAF C-17 aircraft, to restore con-
nectivity. It is also equipped with
pneumatic boats, outboard motors,
HESCO bags, heavy-payload
drones, and remotely controlled
boats. Fully operational, the team
can undertake rescue operations and

build essential infrastructure such

as shelters, roads, and bridges. In
coordination with the Sri Lanka
Army and the Road Development
Authority, reconnaissance has been
conducted at multiple bridge sites,
including the Kilinochchi Bridge,
where a Bailey bridge will be in-
stalled to restore connectivity.

Maharashtra will establish UMED Malls across ten districts, creating
permanent marketplaces for women’s Self-Help Group products year-round

Maharashtra to build UMED malls in
10 districts, supports women’s SHGs

NAGPUR

Maharashtra Rural Development
Minister Jaykumar Gore on Friday
announced in the Assembly that the
state government will construct
UMED Malls in 10 districts during
the first phase of a major initiative
aimed at strengthening women’s
Self-Help Groups (SHGs). The
project seeks to provide a perma-
nent, year-round marketplace for
SHG-made products, ensuring sta-
ble income and wider reach for
women entrepreneurs.
Responding to a question in the
House, Minister Gore confirmed
that the Cabinet has approved the
UMED Mall concept and allocated
%200 crore for its rollout. Each
District Sales Centre, or UMED
Mall, will have a minimum built-
up area of 20,000 sq ft, offering

dedicated spaces for the display
and sale of SHG products.

He further stated that while exhi-
bitions such as Mahalakshmi Saras,
District Saras, and Mini Saras offer
good marketing opportunities, they
remain temporary in nature. The
UMED Malls, however, will pro-
vide a permanent retail platform
throughout the year. The govern-
ment is also exploring the possibil-
ity of expanding the initiative to
the Taluka level in the next phases.

Addressing concerns raised in
the House, Minister Gore assured
that the UMED campaign will con-
tinue beyond 2026 and will not be
discontinued. He also responded to
demands raised by Community Re-
source Persons (CRPs) and con-
tractual staff working under the
mission. The demand to designate
Community Resource Persons
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(CRPs) as ‘Gram Sakhi’ has been
accepted, and a Government Res-
olution on this will be issued to-
day, he said.

Minister Gore added that the
government has approved provid-
ing uniforms for employees, with
the design to be selected by the
staff and sanctioned by the ad-
ministration.

Regarding requests for perma-
nent employment of UMED staff,
he clarified that such a move is
not feasible in Maharashtra since
no other state follows this model.

No Significant Rise in Deaths of Indians Abroad;
54,511 Mortal Remains Repatriated Since 2016: MEA

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Friday informed Parlia-
ment that the government has not
observed any significant increase
in the number of deaths of Indian
nationals living or working
abroad. In a written reply to the
Lok Sabha, External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar stated that a
total of 54,511 mortal remains of
Indian citizens have been brought
back to the country between 2016
and 2025.

According to official data sub-
mitted to the House, the number
of mortal remains repatriated each
year stood at 4,167 in 2016; 4,222
in 2017; 4,205 in 2018; 5,291 in
2019; 5,321 in 2020; 5,834 in
2021; 5,946 in 2022; 6,532 in
2023; 7,096 in 2024; and 5,897 in
2025 (up to October).

Responding to concerns raised
about delays and challenges in the
repatriation process, the MEA

clarified that Indian Missions
abroad follow a detailed Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) to as-
sist bereaved families. This in-
cludes coordination with local
authorities, completing formalities
in accordance with host-country
laws, and ensuring the timely
transportation of mortal remains.
The ministry noted that no fixed
timeline can be prescribed for re-
patriation, as the duration depends
on various factors such as the

cause of death, legal and proce-
dural requirements in the foreign
country, documentation issues,
and the availability of next of kin
to provide consent. While natural
deaths usually take between three
and 14 days to process, cases in-
volving unnatural deaths tend to
face longer delays due to police
investigations, autopsies or iden-
tity verification. DNA profiling
has also been required in some
cases.

The government outlined sever-
al challenges commonly faced by
families, including high transpor-
tation costs, delays in obtaining
police or medical reports, and
confusion around necessary docu-
mentation.

To ease the burden, the MEA
has instructed all Missions to pri-
oritise repatriation cases and issue
No Objection Certificates (NOC)
even on holidays. Dedicated 24/7
consular helplines are in place to
provide immediate assistance.

J&K L-G pays tribute

to legendary warrior Zorawar Singh
JAMMU

Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha on Friday paid
tribute to the legendary Dogra warrior Late General Zorawar
Singh for his courage, purpose and commitment to bigger ideals
on his 184th death anniversary. His vision inspired generations by
igniting passion, guiding people toward a shared vision, courage,
purpose & commitment to bigger ideals. We must follow his mes-
sage for moral clarity, unwavering conviction to shape the better
future & empower the marginalised.

during the foundation event, MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED
. .. . % MANAPPURAM !:!‘AO“ME FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
the Prime Minister had said Regd Office: IV/470A (OLD) W/638AC:\'rqE\AL;ﬁ\;ZSKLzmpLCErSmmv lapad Th Kerala 680567
(-] ice: lanappuram House Valapa rissur, Kerala
that the land Of LOI‘d Ram and g(:trrp Office: Manappuram Home F(rnanee erngg Third Floor, Unn?\lu 301 to 315, A Wing,
. . ‘Kanakia Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai-400093, Maharashtra.
Lord KrlShna was once again Phone No.: 022-66211000, Website: www.manappuramhomefin.com
: : : DEMAND NOTICE
Wltl'leSS.II'}g a surge Of d.eVOtl()l'l \(/\IEﬁrez}%géeA/}ulhu)nz’ad Officer of lﬂanapp\L}rzlrm }-éur_ﬂe Flnan(}:(e Llld Sréaaléré%uurdrgglsleaed olfflce at |V/é|170A
old) w new), Manappuram uuse alapad, Thrissur, Kerala- and branches at various places
and splrltual awak.enlng. He |n||:nd|a (helsrlern‘a{t?r refer;ﬁdntjhas OFll\fl )rsbaI()ump?n refgr?tered(under{the&omqamea;—\ctt %9516 ang
a Financial Institution within the meaning of sub-clause (iv) of clause (m) of sub-section (1) of Section
descrlbed the laylng Of the 4(3; the Selcurltlzfanor}jand Re(l:t?ns&rl{;;tlondof 1|lr;]ar’1‘mirlfAssets&ndgrgor}ce&er(rt odele%uq mlrgerest éct gg?g
: ereinafter referred so as the Act) read with Notification No. ate ecember,
fOlll’ldathl’l stone as a moment issued by lhbe Govt. offlmgjla Deparltmemfof Frnartrcralt Servrrijef Mrnrstr]y of f|ndam:ﬁ New tDelhrd mt:r alia
carrying on business of advancing loans for construction and / or purchiase of dwelling units and whereas
of deep honour and eXpreSSed ;he gﬁﬂrl&?{vaeﬁé CodBorzrowers’VI?Angg“tg)ned t|rr]1 ColumndNo dztOf thi‘z| belrowSTFeE&rggleg cthartdobtalned Ioar}
. : : rom and whereas eing the secured creditor under the ct, and in exercise o
confidence that Shri Kalki powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 2 of the security interest (Enforcement)
- . Rules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers as mentioned herein below,
Dham Would emerge as a Slg— to repay the amount mentioned in the notices with further interest thereon within 60 days from the date of
. . .. notice, but the notices could not be served upon some of them for various reasons. That in addition thereto
architectural model of the tem- nificant Splr]tual landmark for for the purposes of information of the said borrowers enumerated below, the said borrowers are being
1 Th Sh . K lk Dh T h . Th . informed by way of this public notice.
p C. S T1 alk1 am 1eém- t S natlon' S upcomlng tem- '?r. CNaglemThelIz:;Bmwer/h Des::n r:ma IO" Sem:rﬁd A;sel Ig Re‘sp:ﬂ Blg; Dgll:sl')a[rmqﬁeems'e‘ﬂm’#
1 1 1 1- | No.| Co-Borruwer/laBranch | Of Which Intorest Has Beon Croated | | Qutstanding Amount
ple 1s dedicated fo the future  ple will feature ten garbh gri- | e ™= ropen oot o cromyre [T 1 a0e
2k Avatar of “OIC VIS - has represerting the fenavatars | oeweps, - (vecrooe oo ool e euon ot |
and 18 enVlSlOﬂed as an lmport- Of LOI'd VIShnu' Raichur & House of Doulabi, South-House of Vallisab, North-
Remaining Land
2 i B, 2585, Site No. 35, PIL.D. No. 37-| 05-11- [15-11-2025 &
Lennet Jashmin J, 511 407/1, Ward No. 22, Near Hosa Kurubara Beedi, | 2025 | Rs.207468/-
° Arun Kumar R, Kolegala Town, Measurlng East To West 8.68 Meters
Ssam ecomes lrst tate tO Raju R, And North To South 7.62 Meters, Chamarajangar,
Chandramohan R,  |Karnataka, Pin: 571440. East-| PmperlyofChandramuhan
R And Priyadarshini & Passage, West-Main Road, South-
000005007935/ Property Bearlng PLD. No. 37 511 -409, North-| Property
ysore earing P 0.
Launch Measurement Control |- e
3 |Nagarathna K, HouseNo.37,20"Cross, 2""Ma|nJayanagara Chamaraja| 13-11- [17-11-2025 &
jan K, Kernparaju M, | Mohalla, Mysore Karnataka, Pin: 570014Admeasur|ng 2025 | Rs.470141/-
L e e L Rakshith K, East To West 30.00 Feet North To South 10.00 Feet.
Unlt OI’ c1entl c PO 1c1n /MHL00900017797/ | East-Site No. 38, West-Road, South-Property Belongs
Circle | To M Mahadevu, North-Sit No. 36
GUWAHATI 4 g H Hari?hp, Pror/;egyf\éolz -2-19-52A, (’\J‘Id ng[:]%ertyNo 80/8(34%(} 1236;%» 1;»1;%2?8/&
angita T P ssessment No s. -
T Hanumappa, Measuring Total 55.7418 Sq. Meter, Ward No: 7,
?ﬁr"r&"s’fu"&ﬂ?e& £52A Ja Bhaetn Nagar Bhadraytn, Bhacravat
.. . . . aluk Shimoga Dist, Karnataka, Pin: as
- Shimoga House of Ganesha, West-House of Mahadevamma,
Ssam has positioned 1tselr a ¢ cutng cdge oI scien South-| Nrfrgara Hospital Compoum:lf North-Road
tific policing in India, becoming the first state to opera- 5 '\pnrakaslhap H, Property No:B3/T,Propor o, 152400401200400006, [ 13-11-[17-11-2025 &
. : . an]ua easuring Total q. Meter, Mallapura Village, s. -
tionalise the Measurement Control Unit (MCU), a tech- Nagaraj - |Mudubasicdani GramaParchayah, Sharpura o,
. . s . imoga Dist, Karnataka,Pin: ast-House of
nological system designed to enhance criminal tracking Shimoga Devencrappa, iest House of Kotfappa, Souh-Foad
. i . . . . orth-Survey Number Lan
and Stream.llne forepSIC-dr1V¢n IHVCStlgatIOHS. . . 6 '%lanl:oskaashavanl gﬁNo.147/ﬁl_,\l}{ﬁ)PR F‘!’E/.IDAJ 504808031 %03032221’ 12’36;;- 1;-1416-58125/&
ahar, Kareppa aganamatti Village, Mastamardi Gram Panchayat, s. -
Chlef MlnlSter Hlmanta Brswa Sarl:na on Frld?y Sa_ld Yashavnt Mahar, T%& Dist Belagavi, Karnataka,Pin:590003 Admeasuring
the launch marks a major milestone in the state’s mis- Rurgawva Yashavant | 6,47 Sauarelfeters, East Road. Wast Propertyor
3 i il, - i il, -
sion to modernise policing and strengthen justice de- AP eaps045y [ Property of Yllappa Mahar
livery. In a post on X, he announced that Assam Police 7 [Ravik, PropertyNo.35-502-718, AssessmentNo. 2749/2749/2513, | 13-11- | 17-11-2025 &
. . . . .« . .. Shruthi K, Old Property No. 2749/2749/2513, Measurlng Total| 2025 | Rs.503383/-
now leads the nation in scientific policing, citing the Karthik R, 54 Sq. Meter, Ward No 20, #718, 1St *A" Main
N ey, . < . Kamalamma, Road, Kanuru Ashreya Badavane 35,20, Shikaripura,
MCU’s advanced capabilities in DNA, retina and bio- /NLAP0051033565/ | Shimoga Dist, Karnataka, Pin: 577427 East-Property
N Shimoga of SitNo. 131, West-Purasabha Road, South-Property
metric capture. of Sit No.109, North-Property of Sit No.111
4 3 8 |Mubina Banu, Property No: 35-510-73, Property Old No. 2750/2750/2514, | 13-11- [17-11-2025 &
_The newly deployed technology enables instant iden- e Asesament o, 215031502014, g Totl| 2025 | 417964/
tification of repeat offenders across states, drastically @E&%"am"w No. ké‘g A TR,fa.“n 'F?élﬁdk Kanu {\e?ﬁiay‘ghg';‘é’avai’e
: : : : : : : imoga ikaripura Town, Shikaripura Talu ivamogga
reducing verification time and improving the detection o ﬁ.st:.zc;wma{ska,p.g_hsgﬂgdy_sgasﬁgupmyuffsﬂe
: E I : : 0.127, West-PurasabhaRoad, South-Property of Site
of interstate criminal activity. According to a senior po- No. 115, North-Property of Ste No. 113 -

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9 [Lakshmi s, PropertyNo. 1083/957, ESwattuNo. 151200105600101035, | 13-11- | 17-11-2025 &
hce OfﬁCIafl’ the MCU lntegrates multlp,le ldentlﬁcatlon Rangappa Lohith, Measuring 111.48 Sq. Mtrs, Hodigere Grama,| 2025 | Rs.536459/-
databases into a unified platform, allowing law enforce- LGB0 | Hodigere Grama Panchayathl, Channagii Taluk,

1 1M1 1 1 1 - VacantLandof GururaghavendraS/0 Sankappa, West-
ment agencies to analyse criminal histories with unprec JacantlandofCururaghavendra /0 Sankappa, West
edented speed and precision. Siddalingappa, North-Gp Road
. . . s 1 . 10 | Shahirabanu Residential Property Vpc No. 29/A, Property No.| 13-11- [17-11-2025 &
The system 1s expected to 51gn1ﬁcantly aid nvestiga- Akbarsab Nayak, 151300300100520048, Measuring Total 167.23 Sq| 2025 | Rs.650602/-
. . . : Akbarsab Salyadsab | Mtr, Building Measuring 69.68 Sq Mtr, Junjanbail
tions related to habitual Offenders, Organlsed crime net- Nayak, Biyanabi Village, Tq:Kalghatagi, Dist: Dharawad, Karnataka, Pin:
. . Saiyadsab Nayak, 581204. East-Property of Allasab Bammigatti, West-
works and cases lnvolvmg movement across state bor- (F;anda Mehaboobsab Eroﬁ)elr_ty’\?fl-{%iaéate‘ifiglla"di, South-Property of Hajaratbi
. . . . ollalli, North-Govt. Roa
ders. Officials believe the MCU will play a pivotal role IMHLOGZ6004117 Hubi
o 4 ] 3 1 4 ] 11|H D Durugappa, Item No. 1: Property No. 07/22, E Swathu No.| 13-11- [17-11-2025 &
m ClOSlIlg 1nvest1gat1ve gaps and ensuring more effective ﬂ"’[??;’ai"" éﬁmoo%omoo&?gggee Meafs‘;”"r?y?ﬁ'ﬂf Sq gnhtalsl 2025 | Rs.568353/-
angamma, igateri Grama, Chigateri Grama Panc arapanahall
law enforcement responses. | nonde | S il Sy
Chief Minister Sarma said the initiative demon- pwLabiaceso (34110000 g, Cigeterrama, Cigetarcrams
. . th, , .
strates the government's commitment to leveraging avangare Kamataia, Bin- 585127, East.ftem No. T Houes of Hd
. s . . N; j/ltemNo. 2: Road, West-ltemNo. 1:H fHd
scientific tools for public safety. When science o o, 5 Propary o Huha Goneysae
: . South-Item No. 1: Road/Item No. 2:Road/ Property of
strengthens the law, crime has nowhere to hide, he Channappa, North-em No. 1- Read/tem No. 3. Road
1 1 1 1 12[Manjunatha BH,  [0Id Katha No. 45, Katha No. 152500700601300060, | 13-11- [17-11-2025 &
erqte" StI:eSSIHg that the MCU 18 reShaplng front%%ne Lhrmwakka ;Klwthal\#oo 1)5525Mﬁo700[201d(5(’3|006r?_Il\_llegsuri?lggass:; 2025 | Rs.487185/-
attithimmanna, 0 West 10. eters And North To South 8.
po ICIHg mn Assam' Oyer recent years’ A.Ssam Po.lce Hatti Thlmmanna Meters, Bevinahalli Village, Gowdagere Hobli, Sira Taluk,
have undertaken a series of reforms to build technical MNHLO0S3004166/ [ Tumkur Dist, Karnataka, Pin: 572135, East-Road &
- 3 . - g umkur ite of Kavitha, West-House of Nagaraju, South-House
capacity, including upgrading forensic infrastructure, of Lakshmidevi, North-House of Manjamma
. . e . . . . 13| Jayaprakash, KathaNo. 137/1, EKathaNo.152500700300600131, | 13-11- | 17-11-2025 &
expanding digital crime monitoring and conducting Rathnamma, Measuring Total 53.510000 Sq Meters, Chikkahulikunté | 2025 | Rs.478499/-
. S .1 . Devaraja S K, Village And Hulikunte Hobli, Sira Taluk, Tumkur Dist,
statewide training programmes to familiarise person- /NLAPO143040402/ | Karnataka, Pin:572113. Easi-Cc Road, West-Houseof
1 . th t h l . Nelamangala Jayarangappa, South-Site of Rangamma, North-CC Road
nel with new technologies. 14[Hanumanthappa B, |Property E Swathu Khata No. 240/235, E-Property| 13-11- [17-11-2025 &
Kanumakka, No.151000303200800240,MeasuringTotal 132.672000| 2025 | Rs.556719/-
Bhimayya, Sq. Mtr, Built Up Area 87.68000 Dasannanamalege
/gl:,{xl’ﬂ; 30051022/ Vlla%e Iimangt:&GEmg;’;gcsréa%at }dﬂyur(‘l‘ g% _?ertradurgﬁ
itradurga Dist), Karna in: ast-House of Thimmaial
z%m@a?@ﬁeé ROSRFUOSJ, zﬁoﬁ@,@d: ﬁﬁd &%6 odi, West-House of Kanumappa, South-CC Road, North-
o o House of Manjappa
9 — 2 e
(¥R 57103?90«9@ 803, Bonsntd) 15| Hemalatha Bai, Property No.192, E Swathu No. 151200402800220058, | 13-11- | 18-11-2025 &
- © . aya Naik, Measuring 186.3 Sq Mts., Ragimasalwada Village,| 2025 | Rs.265460/-
g-see* : ka.bengaluru.urban.dudc@gmail.com /MHL00480004559/ | Ragimasalwada Grama Panchayath, Harapanahalli
. ) Davangare Vijayanagara, Davanagare, Karnataka, Pin: 583137. East-
BRTmS Koad: 080-22211372/352 Jaya Naik Toilet, West-Road, South-Nagibai W/0 Tejya
E) Naik Home, North-Nagibai W/0 Nagya Naik Home
zo: . =03-0 - . 0 16|Jayamma P, PropertyNo.556/1,P1.D.No.150800200100121788, | 13-11- | 18-11-2025 &
z0: BRdRe/0.20/INSRCTVE ©03-01/01/25-26 Ddmwos: 12/12/2025 e B e G§7C3“1{‘n i ok Chgg\gfgiagagm 3ad [18:11:2025
= -2 2 undramma M, arnataka, Pin: easuring 54.84 Square
&305556\ 55&3% (a-a&gmﬁc@wow SO m@%) /MHL00340013416/ Meters. East-House Belongs To Puttashetty, West
Mysore House Belongs To Dasashetty, South-Pathway, North-
B INTY aeag 3eed, Won¥wetd SNT B¢ mpRoRYT House Belongs To Mahadevashetty
17 | Nethravathi C N, RdprKathaNo: 1509002032001 00452, PropertyNo: 168 | 13-11- 1 18-11-2025 &
mwmoﬁsw% Slaterstal a%ﬁémmwd TTBY, RIS TyoTLI DIy gRame,\s‘h_ak Nayika, iS&Su'\r/\l/elyN? b9 /II/A /M /5, Measuggrggloga\ﬂw} ;n 2025 | Rs.302968/-
amya Naika, . Meter, Inbuilt Area Measuring q. Meter

BNed DTTY 91T INSRCRT 0T 4.0 D ODHSIR /MLAP0051037295/ | House Uppinahalli Village, Niduvalli Grama Panchayath,

Q) @ - Shimoga Kaduru Taluk, Chikkamanguluru Dist., Karnataka, Pin:

FTLMONYRY, ISFLIL Jpomeold WIF BUrod HIRGISOT ST East usang No. 46, West-Rajanaik, South-Survey
RRTTRT F.&.8 BRCUFST TRV 5305595534 eﬁmﬁ&)ﬁmﬂd. 18|pushparma, RdprKatha No: 151200105800200647, Property No: | 13-11- | 18-11-2025 &
350, Measuring In Total 145.67 Sq. Meter, InbuiltArea| 2025 | Rs.289917/-

2 HOTIVTH mg /MLAP0051037991/ 102.19 Sq. Meter, Hosakere, Basavapattna Gram Panchayat,

S ﬂaodow "’033 pur =ne Shimoga Channgiri Taluk, Davangere Dist, Karnalaka Pin: 577551.

~f 0] SR, ©OIRBO East-SrgvpCompound, West-| PanchayatRoad South-

zo. ( - ,,,) Property Belongs To Manjappa S/0 Shivappa, North-

5 Property Belongs To Cheeluru Rudrappa

1 | DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT52216 31823 | mowRF || [Fo[Renuamman, Knatao. 1021 ESwathuNo. 151000801700620026, | 13-11- | 18-11-2025 &
R R, Measuring Total125 31 SqMtr, Build Up Area 125.31,| 2025 | Rs.314260/-

2 | DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT49389/CALL-2 146.71 T, MLAP! Grama Panchayath,

- Chitradurga ?}%%’3” 'Ealutkvcmtgdprrlrga Dfrs’\}lrrct Kar\r,\vatatk\z} P|nt

ast-Vacant Place of Manjapa, West-Vacan

3 |DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT52693 121.11 TR, Place, South-Road, North-Vacant Place of Thimmaraju
= ver) 20 Nagamma PropertyNo394,PI.D.No. 152200100807320237,| 13-11- [ 18-11-2025 &
4 | DMA/2025 ZG/BD/WORK_INDENT52628 180.00 A “ﬁ Menjunatia, Matakiredvll\llllage HB”F{E, ?rz;(mapa‘nﬁha at, gghq]tg 2025 | Rs.281579/-

akshmi ock And Mysore District, Karnataka, Pin:
(1) EemR / Ddob D, IYHT, BRHWOR Wur YT dedab /\rwmlrznnnoo;uénll Admeasuring 105,91 SqMs. East-HouseorAshwatha
ivekananda Circle etty, West-Public Road, South-House of Siddanayaka,
T3, HORTTR Te0dE TRy STCIT DFROT T, HORT'N SRFE North-Public Road
. - 21|Gayathri D, Property No.188, P1.D. No.152200401149000250, | 14-11- [18-11-2025 &

DRy, 3B DToIT DTN, https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in RaviCR, ' Amachavadi Vilige &lGEngFr‘al Chathra G Mysore| 2025 | Rs.511687/-

ajanayaka C, alu istrict, Karnataka, Pin: easuring

BRCYES® DRVT TTBODWIITIONT. IS 30% 30D 3. Deepika M, Totally 301.01 Square Meters East-Survey Number

w 2 /MHL00340014462/ PlaceBelongs ToR &P Swamy S/0Py
SRereF IO TRORWTITINT. Mysore West-Conservancy &Property Belongs To Kalanayaka &
) B/ Chowdanayaka, South-Survey Number Place, North-Road
22 |Manja Naik, Property No: 70/1, E Property No. 152400401000120196, | 14-11- | 18-11-2025 &
——— TOCRFTOOT WPOHOSTDH, Enheela ayi, measrﬁmgTotsaI?OBV”Sq I\ge}er Irécludrgg81h7552 2025 | Rs.669068/-
TOBOD /T, anoj Kumar M, eterHouse, Saluru Village, Saluru Gram Panchayatl
/202526 B 3?103?,’)%& gnc3, Bonend SN 23Q. /NHL00510023290/ [ Shikaripura Taluk, Shimoga Dist, Karnataka, Pin:
< s @ i Shimoga 577214 East-| Property of Krishna Naika, West Property
gf Ggetll\}l Barlr \(\I/éoRSh%khara Naika, South-Conservancy
oad, Nort 0a
IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL CIVIL 23|Naheem Pasha S, | Pro
perty19/1,EPropertyNo.152400501900400034, | 14-11- |1 18-11-2025 &
CHANGE OF NAME JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUR Sayed Ahmad S Measur%/ngTotaIBZ 71Sq.Meter, LakkinakoppaGrama, | 2025 | Rs.460533/-
Cri. Mis 1071/2025 Rubina Banu S, KoralahalliGramaPanchayat, ShimogaTaluk, Shimoga
. BETWEEN: Smt.Madhumala.D. W/o S.S Rajendra /SN#LOD510030361/ ‘EI)\;sl,tKﬂrnatak?éPm.5J772282.E?ﬁthHouse?LZaghrrEa‘?r,
|, H B AN". S/O SI’I. éged ahlrut 57B yearls #SB,Cla[rT street,8th ward, imoga Noersthvlﬁf:;: pﬁﬂaﬂ”ﬁ R%l;d' ouseolAbbaukara,
HS Balaram, Aged | [ o Vot b (TR, (o oo SRS T R
amesha Nai easuring Tota q. Meter, Including s. -
’ g AND The Commissioner, CMC, Dnddahallapura Manjula Bai, Sq. Meter Building, Ambaragoppa Grama, Ambaragoppa
b t 44 Y 0 ...Respondent gvrI]LﬁPmMoaMZQ/ Vlllage T(ancgrayast%ggg(exgpu{a;q Slgrvarfngga DlstI
ikaripura Karnataka, Pin: ast-Property of Chowvali
abou ears’ CcC. . . Lachma Naik, West-Property of Lachi Bai Madhu Naik,
. - Whereas the petitioner as followed the above petition South-Road, North-Road
Agriculture, Residing | |uder section 133) and 14 of registration of birth| |52 Term5rzppa Property No. 14071, E Property No. 162400100800420225, | 14-11- | 18-11-2025 &
and death act 1969 for seeking the death certificate Rangappa, Measuring Total 139.35 Sq. Meter, Saidarakallahalli| 2025 | Rs.557882/-
-” & of his grandfather by name late KL Gurushankaraiah Pradeep Kumar K C, | Grama, Saidarakallahalli Grama Panchayat, Bhadravathi
at Hossur Vi age Slo K\?Lakshmlnarayanalah who died on 13.10.1965 Shanthamma Taluk Shimoga Dist, Karnataka, Pin: 577243 East-Road,
at #2771, Hemavathipet, DoddaballapurBangalore oDy | sy rioad: Sou-Property of Basamma, North-Property
Hobli, Gowribidanur | [fual Distict, I this regard it is hereby noticed that Shimoga
whoever has interested in the said matter may appear | - (56 Veniatarathnamma, |PropertyNo. 45/45, P1.D.No. 152200101605120053,| 14-11- | 16-11-2025 &
TaIUk Ch|kkaba”a ur in person or through an advocate duly authorised RaghavendraN H D Kote Rural Grama, Savve Gram Panchayat | 2025 | Rs.517737/-
) p before the above said Court on at 11?;n.ln default /MLAPOO! l1033/| Heuuadadevanakote BIDMCtk Asntd IéllgyggrUf%Isllgct
this matter will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte irele n g S olte ot building
H H InKamnataka, Eln 571114 ast-House of Nagarathnamma,
DIStI"ICt. I have “Grder 17dm ZUZ?I 4 and Seal of th ¢ on th West-Road, South-Road, North-House ongagegowda
hanged T " 1 S e L 7 Gt et Py o e, 25, Py o [T et
arijan, Govin otal Measuring s. -
C ange m\/ name By order of the court Basavanth Harijan, | Mir. And Building Measuring 111.63 Sq. M, Kavalawad
f Chief Mlnlsteral Officer, 2nd ADDITIONAL CIVIL E;‘gi;arfhennappa \P/:Ha%engzgiallg:\l%32#%3(;?:3333\?65?;2?};;3
rom ANIL H B to Ad JUDFE ‘ImnkJ'l\lI!FI? éT %ﬂn‘l’]-ABMHI'AP.w‘s /MHL00260043271/ Kalaghatagi Main Road, South-Road Towards Matangi
Shvucale. _?lall? 05“,'- F esdl es Vijayashree Hubli Temple, North-Property Of Savitri Kareppa Harijan

ANIL H B SHASTRY Dodtabalan Toun561203 28| Mohammed Rafi, | Gram Panchayaih Khata No. 920, (OId Khata No.| 14-11- | 18-11-2025 &

oddabal agur own- Haseena Banu, 920/146), E Khata No. 152500703300101190, Totai| 2025 | Rs.559020/-

for all the purposes. | 52225 oot [Nttt 27 50,005, Sutgpatine g

ukkapattana Gram Panchayth, Bukkapattana Hobli,

p p : Tumkur Sira Ta%uk And Tumkur Dist, Karnalaka',aPin: 572115

Sowrn befo re gaslasik?N?ﬁg{?,vr\\{eslisziéeNo,147,Sou1h-Panchayalh

oad, North-Site No
CH C LASS | Fl E DS lI}Iqotu:et is tl?(erefore grvlenttﬁ1 thletBlorrolwtersd/ Co-| Borrolwers has mﬁntronedbhereln abovtethcallrng ur?on
H em to make payment of the total outstanding amount as shown herein above, against the respective
MunlSWamv Reddv, Wl Borrower / Co-Borrower, within 60 days of publication of this notice. Failure to make payment of the total
To lace a Classlfled outstanding amount together with further interest by the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower, MAHOFIN shall
be constrained to take u/s 13(4) for enforcement of security interest upon properties as described above,
Advocate & N Otar\/ steps are also being taken for service of notice in other manners as prescribed under the Act and the rules
9 made hereunder. You are put to notice that the said mortgage can be redeemed upon payment of the entire
V.d _ﬁ:.d .t D t a con ac . a?wuutrrl_ld%e Iogfelh?_r wrflh co%tls, cha{ges and _exrtaertrse?ylr}cu{red ?y l\éIAHOFINfat Iany lm(}etb_elrfgre tge Lz_ate
. of publication of notice for public auction or private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as detailed in Section
I e arridavi a e 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act.
080.4] 2 09042 Take note that in terms of S-13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from transferring and/or
03/05/2025' dealing with the Secured Properties in any manner by way of sale, lease or in any other manner.

Date: 13" December 2025 | Place: KARNATAKA Sd/- Authorised Officer Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
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UNESCO recognizes
India’s Diwali for global
intangible heritage

Washington
The Indian Consulate in
Houston celebrated Di-
wali’s recognition on UN-
ESCO’s Representative
List of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage of Humani-
ty. The event, held with
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir and Indo-Ameri-
can groups, featured
lamp-lighting, cultural
performances, and a light
show, with participation
from local diaspora and
officials. Indian Consu-
lates in Atlanta, Chile, and
Lebanon also marked the
occasion with diyas,
lights, and prayers. Consul
General D.C. Manjunath
highlighted Diwali’'s mes-
sage of light, harmony,
and goodwill.

Malaysia drops
appeal against
Rosmah Mansor

Kuala Lumpur
Malaysian prosecutors
have withdrawn their ap-
peal against Rosmah
Mansor, wife of former
Prime Minister Najib
Razak, after her acquittal
in 12 money laundering
and five tax evasion
charges. The Attor-
ney-General's Chambers
cited the death of key wit-
nesses, making conviction
unlikely. Rosmah, known
for her lavish lifestyle, has
maintained her innocence
throughout. The decision
does not affect her other
ongoing trials, including a
10-year bribery sentence
linked to a solar project.
Naijib, serving a six-year
jail term for graft, faces
further IMDB-related ver-
dicts later this month.
Both continue to deny
wrongdoing in multiple
corruption investigations.

DUCSU leader allegedly
attacks Dhaka
University teachers

Dhaka
Three Dhaka University
teachers linked to the
pro-Awami League panel
“Neel Dal” were reported-
ly attacked by students
led by DUCSU leader AB
Zubair. The incident oc-
curred after the teachers
submitted a memoran-
dum to the Vice-Chancel-
lor, demanding the rein-
statement of barred fac-
ulty members. Videos
show Zubair confronting
the teachers and blocking
their exit. Professors re-
ported harassment, in-
cluding snatched belong-
ings and physical intimi-
dation. The Dhaka Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association
condemned the attack
and called for an impar-
tial investigation.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Russia strikes energy
facilities in Odesa region

Russia has intensified attacks on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, targeting
power stations and railways, worsening conditions for communities

KYIV

Russia launched an overnight
attack on energy facilities in
Ukraine’s southern Odesa re-
gion, leaving thousands with-
out electricity and sparking
fires, officials said on Friday.
The attacks, carried out using
drones, hit areas where
Ukraine’s main seaports are
located, according to Governor
Oleh Kiper.

Several settlements were af-
fected as power lines and sta-
tions were damaged. “Many
communities are now without
electricity,” Kiper wrote on
Telegram, urging calm while
emergency crews worked to
restore service.

Ukraine’s largest energy

company, DTEK, reported
that one of its substations
was hit, along with another
facility owned by a different
company. The company said
it managed to restore elec-
tricity to 40,000 households,
but nearly 90,000 customers

still remained in the dark.

In recent weeks, Russia has
stepped up attacks on
Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture, especially as winter in-
tensifies. Power stations and
railway hubs have frequently
been targeted, adding pressure

on communities already strug-
gling amid the conflict.

Earlier this week, the
Ukrainian government ap-
proved measures to save elec-
tricity after repeated attacks
left entire regions without
power. Officials emphasized
that residents should remain
prepared for temporary outag-
es while restoration work con-
tinues.

The attacks mark another
worrying escalation as the war
nears its fourth anniversary.
Local authorities and energy
companies continue to work
around the clock to bring back
electricity, repair damaged in-
frastructure, and keep critical
services running during the
challenging winter months.

Ireland plans
limited trade ban
on Israeli
settlements

DUBLIN

Ireland is preparing a law to
restrict trade with Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied West
Bank, but the measure will be
narrowly limited to goods, the
Irish Minister of State for Eu-
ropean Affairs and Defence,
Thomas Byrne, told Reuters
on Thursday. He emphasized
that the legislation would not
target services and would not
come into effect this year.

The move comes amid pres-
sure from both domestic and
international actors. Some
lawmakers in Ireland have
called for a broader ban cover-
ing services, while Israel and
the United States have urged
Dublin to drop the legislation
entirely. Byrne described the
bill as “extremely limited,”
noting it would apply only to
imports from illegally-occu-
pied territories, including cer-
tain agricultural products like
dried fruit. Annual trade im-
pacted by the bill is estimated
at just 200,000 ecuros
($234,660).

The bill, originally proposed
by lawmaker Frances Black,
could serve as a model for sim-
ilar measures in other European
countries. Black said she plans
to continue pushing for a wider
ban on services in the future.
Ireland has long been one of
the European Union’s most vo-
cal critics of Israeli military
actions in Gaza, where Pales-
tinian authorities report more
than 67,000 deaths.
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Following two recent defections, Conservative leader Poilievre faces
increased pressure ahead of his January leadership review post-election

CANADIAN LIBERALS NEAR
MAJORITY AFTER DEFECTION

OTTAWA

Canada’s Liberal government,
led by Prime Minister Mark
Carney, is now just one seat
shy of a parliamentary major-
ity following the defection of
Conservative MP Michael
Ma. Ma, elected in April to
represent Markham—Union-
ville in the Greater Toronto
Area, formally joined the Lib-
erals, citing the need for “uni-
ty and decisive action” for
Canada’s future.

Ma’s move brings the Liber-
al Party’s total to 171 seats in
the 543-member House of
Commons, edging closer to
the 172-seat majority thresh-
old. He was welcomed warmly
by Carney during the Liberal
caucus holiday gathering in
Ottawa. This is the second re-
cent Conservative defection.

In early November, Chris
d’Entremont from Nova Scotia
also joined the Liberals, citing
disagreement with Conserva-
tive leader Pierre Poilievre’s
policies. The defections have
intensified pressure on Poil-
ievre, whose leadership is slat-
ed for review in January fol-
lowing the party’s defeat in the
April federal election.

Recent polling by the An-
gus Reid Institute indicates
growing dissatisfaction with
Poilievre, with 58 percent of

respondents believing he
should be replaced, including
64 percent of centrists and 63
percent who view his leader-
ship unfavorably. Even
among recent Conservative
voters, support for Poilievre’s
continuation has slipped to 58
percent, down 10 points since
August.

Ma’s defection comes amid
speculation about the govern-
ment’s stability. While mi-
nority governments in Canada
average 18 months, the Liber-
al Party’s near-majority posi-
tion could allow Carney’s
administration to serve a full
four-year term if additional
defections occur. Analysts
predict that the upcoming
months may see further polit-
ical realignments in the House
as parties prepare for future
elections.

Awami League rejects
B’desh election schedule

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s Awami League
party has strongly rejected the
election schedule announced
by the country’s Election
Commission, saying fair and
free polls are impossible under
the current interim govern-
ment led by Muhammad
Yunus. The Election Commis-
sion announced on Thursday
evening that the 13th national
parliamentary election and the
July Charter referendum will
take place on February 12 next
year. The Awami League,
however, called the commis-
sion “illegal” and accused it of
being controlled by the Yunus
government.

In a statement, the party said
it is clear that the current au-
thorities are biased, making it
impossible to hold elections
that reflect the will of the peo-
ple. They accused the govern-
ment of trying to exclude the
Awami League and other ma-
jor political groups, warning
that this could push the coun-
try into a deep crisis.

The Election Commission
announced on Thursday
evening that the 13th
national parliamentary
election and the July
Charter referendum will
take place on February
12 next year
L] L]

The party demanded the re-
moval of all restrictions on it,
withdrawal of what it called
“fabricated cases” against for-
mer Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and other leaders, and
the release of all political
prisoners. They also called for
a neutral caretaker govern-
ment to ensure a free and fair
election.

The Awami League empha-
sized that elections are a mea-
sure of public support, noting
that it has contested 13 elec-
tions since its founding and
won nine, forming the govern-
ment. The party made clear
that it will not accept the an-
nounced schedule, which it
says ignores the majority of
Bangladesh’s citizens.

White House warns against
Mayor-elect video

WASHINGTON

The White House sharply crit-
icised a video posted by New
York City Mayor-elect
Zohran Mamdani, urging im-
migrants to “stand up to ICE,”
warning it has fueled a surge
in attacks on federal immigra-
tion officers. Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt said the
Trump administration is
“definitely concerned about
the rise in violence and at-
tacks and physical threats”
targeting ICE personnel.
Leavitt cited what she de-

scribed as more than a 1,000
per cent increase in violent
incidents against agents and
their families. “ICE officers
have been doxed, harassed,
and physically assaulted
while enforcing our nation’s
immigration laws,” she said,
stressing that the administra-
tion condemns any messaging
that encourages resistance to
federal enforcement.

President Trump has touted
the US border as the “most
secure” in history, pointing to
record-low encounters with
illegal entrants.

Baloch activist urges
Trump halt Pakistan aid

QUETTA

Mir Yar Baloch, a prominent
Baloch human rights activist,
has appealed to former US
President Donald Trump to
cancel the recently approved
$686 million military aid to
Pakistan. The activist warned
that the funds could be used
against innocent Baloch civil-
ians and worsen human rights
abuses in the region.

In his urgent letter, Mir
highlighted that the Baloch
people have suffered under
seventy-seven years of Paki-
stani control, marked by en-
forced disappearances and vi-
olence, often using weapons
supplied by the United States.
He urged the US to revoke the
F-16 upgrade program and
other military assistance, call-
ing them tools of oppression
rather than defense.

Mir pointed out Pakistan’s
past actions, including harbor-

ing Osama bin Laden while
receiving US funds, and al-
leged that billions meant for
counterterrorism were misused
to target American forces.
“Now, the same regime is re-
ceiving new American weap-
ons aimed at harming Baloch
families,” he said.

He also recalled a 2012 US
Congressional hearing titled
“The Crisis in Balochistan,”
where lawmakers condemned
Pakistan for human rights vio-
lations and recognized the Ba-
loch people’s right to indepen-
dence. The hearing stressed
that US weapons were being
used against civilians in the
region.

Urging decisive action, Mir
called on Trump to immediate-
ly suspend and permanently
cancel the F-16 sustainment
and all pending military fi-
nancing until an independent
review confirms the funds will
not be used against civilians.
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South Korea plans tougher
construction safety law

SEOUL

The South Korean govern-
ment has announced plans to
introduce a special law aimed
at strengthening safety at con-
struction sites and imposing
stricter penalties for fatal ac-
cidents. Land Minister Kim
Yun-duk revealed the initia-
tive during a briefing for
President Lee Jae Myung in
Sejong, highlighting that con-
struction-related deaths make
up around 40 per cent of all
industrial fatalities in the
country.

Under the proposed law,
safety responsibilities at con-
struction sites will be clearly
defined, and authorities will
have the power to take stronger
action when deadly accidents
occur due to negligence or poor
oversight. The safety measures
will also extend to transporta-

¢ tion infrastructure, including

NDEPENDENT INQUIRY LAUNCHEL

airports, with plans to improve
aviation safety through facility
upgrades and additional air traf-
fic controllers.

The move follows a series
of industrial accidents, includ-
ing a recent collapse at a li-
brary construction site in
Gwangju on Thursday, which
killed two workers and left
two missing. Rescue opera-
tions faced challenges as
twisted steel and concrete

trapped the missing workers,
forcing authorities to halt the
search temporarily to stabilize
the structure. The collapse oc-
curred while workers were
pouring concrete onto the
building’s rooftop, causing
lower floors to fall to the un-
derground level.

President Lee has repeated-
ly emphasized the need for
tougher measures to prevent
industrial accidents since tak-
ing office in June. Mean-
while, Minister Kim also
pledged to continue the gov-
ernment’s housing plan, aim-
ing to deliver 1.1 million pub-
lic housing units, with related
measures expected in early
2026. Authorities stressed
that the safety law is essen-
tial to prevent future trage-
dies, protect workers, and
ensure proper oversight in
South Korea’s rapidly grow-
ing construction sector.

Hong Kong aims to conclude fire probe quickly

HONG KONG

Hong Kong Chief Executive
John Lee said on Friday that
the government aims to com-
plete an independent investiga-
tion into the deadly fire that
killed at least 160 people with-
in nine months. The blaze,
which broke out on November
26, swept through seven high-
rise residential towers in the
Tai Po district, displacing
thousands and raising urgent
questions about building safe-
ty. An independent commit-
tee, led by Judge David Lok
of the Electoral Affairs Com-
mission, has been tasked with
examining the causes of the

tragedy. The inquiry will fo-

cus on whether systemic is-
sues exist in the construction
industry, including conflicts
of interest, collusion, or

bid-rigging in awarding con-
tracts. Lee praised the com-
mittee members for their ded-
ication, saying, “They all
have the passion and the love

of Hong Kong...
hat off to them.”

Residents have expressed
anger over the fire, which
took nearly two days to con-
trol. Authorities have pointed
to substandard building mate-
rials used in renovations as a
key factor in the fire’s rapid
spread. In response, the gov-
ernment has launched crimi-
nal and corruption investiga-
tions, signaling a broader ef-
fort to hold responsible par-
ties accountable.

Lee also said that lawmak-
ers and officials will work
together to implement institu-
tional reforms in the construc-
tion sector. Public petitions

I take my

and calls for improved over-
sight have underscored the
need for stronger safety regu-
lations and government ac-
countability. The govern-
ment’s swift action aims to
restore confidence while en-
suring that lessons are learned
from the disaster.

The fire has left a lasting
mark on Hong Kong, and au-
thorities face pressure to pre-
vent similar tragedies in the
future through better safety
standards, stricter regulations,
and transparent investiga-
tions. The nine-month time-
line is seen as a key step to-
ward closure for affected fam-
ilies and residents.




Meta picks
new policy chief
for India

New Delhi
Meta India has named
Aman Jain as its new
Head of Public Policy,
marking a major step as
the company prepares
for growing digital and
regulatory changes. Jain
will begin early next
year and join the India
leadership team, where
he will help shape Me-
ta’s public affairs strate-
gy. He will work closely
with government offi-
cials, industry groups,
and civil society as on-
line safety rules contin-
ue to change. Reporting
to APAC Policy Vice
President Simon Milner,
Jain is expected to
strengthen Meta’s ties
with key stakeholders
and support its long-
term commitment to
India’s digital future.

Methodhub shares
fall sharply on
market debut

Mumbai
Methodhub Software
had a shaky start on the
BSE SME platform,
opening at Rs 155.20, a
steep 20 per cent drop
from its IPO price of Rs
194. The weak debut sur-
prised investors, espe-
cially after strong sub-
scription numbers during
the December 5-9 offer-
ing. The stock briefly hit
its 5 per cent upper cir-
cuitat Rs 162.90 but
stayed well below the is-
sue price. The Rs 102.49
crore IPO, subscribed
nearly 29 times, drew
heavy interest from all
investor groups. Method-
hub plans to use the
funds for debt repay-
ment, subsidiary invest-
ment, working capital,
and future acquisitions
ahead.

Disney invests
S1billion, brings
characters to Al

Bengaluru
Walt Disney is investing
$1 billion in OpenAl and
licensing characters like
Mickey Mouse, Cinderel-
la, and Star Wars figures
for Sora, OpenAl's Al
video platform. Under a
three-year deal, fans
can create and share
short Al-generated vide-
os using over 200 char-
acters from Disney, Mar-
vel, Pixar, and Star Wars.
Disney will also use
OpenAl’s tools, includ-
ing ChatGPT, for em-
ployee productivity and
new product develop-
ment. CEO Bob Iger said
the partnership respon-
sibly extends storytell-
ing through Al while pro-
tecting creators. This
move marks a major
shift as Hollywood cau-
tiously explores Al's
creative potential in
entertainment.

BUSINESS

NEW DELHI

A new report suggests that In-
dia may lean more heavily on
BRICS and diversify its glob-
al partnerships as President
Donald Trump’s second term
reshapes long-standing ties
between New Delhi and
Washington. According to the
report by One World Outlook,
two decades of steady India—
US engagement have been
disrupted, pushing India to
hedge its bets and expand co-
operation with Russia and the
broader Global South.

The findings say India may
not break from the US out-
right, but its caution could
show through missed defence
deals, slower technology col-
laboration, and reluctance to
take risks that support Wash-
ington’s strategic goals. The
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India weighs new BRICS
%  pathamiduncertainty

India navigates disputes by expanding BRICS involvement, engaging Global
South, exploring new payments, and attracting global investors for manufacturing

shift comes as American pol-
icymakers debate the conse-
quences of President Trump’s
tariff-heavy approach. Demo-
cratic Congresswoman Syd-
ney Kamlager-Dove warned
that the administration is
causing “long-term damage”
to a key alliance, arguing that
the gains built under the pre-
vious administration—
through the Quad, defence

tech programs and sup-
ply-chain initiatives—are be-
ing undone.

Analysts quoted in the re-
port noted that several years
of gradual progress have
slipped into a cycle of dis-
putes and political bargaining.
In response, India is expand-
ing its role within BRICS,
engaging more actively with
Global South platforms, and

exploring alternative payment
systems. It is also courting in-
vestors from Europe, Japan
and the Middle East as it po-
sitions itself as a global man-
ufacturing hub.

The report warns that New
Delhi may increasingly view
the US as just one partner
among many, especially if
economic engagement contin-
ues to be framed as pressure
rather than partnership. Re-
cently imposed US tariffs—an
additional 25 percent on Indi-
an goods—have already hit
labour-intensive sectors like
textiles, footwear and jewel-
lery. Analysts also cited con-
cerns about possible second-
ary sanctions tied to India’s
defence and energy ties with
Russia, which they say fuel
mistrust over India’s strategic
autonomy.

SIAM’s Rajesh Menon credited festive demand and GST 2.0 reforms
for record November 2025 vehicle sales, optimistic for 2026

Passenger vehicle dispatches up 19%
in November amid robust demand

NEW DELHI

Passenger vehicle dispatches
from manufacturers to dealers
rose 19% year-on-year in No-
vember, reflecting continued
strong demand following the
festive season, according to
the Society of Indian Automo-
bile Manufacturers (SIAM).
A total of 4,12,405 passen-
ger vehicles were dispatched
last month, up from 3,47,522
units in November 2024,
marking an 18.7% increase.
Market leader Maruti Suzuki
India dispatched 1,70,971
units, a 21% rise from the
same month last year. Mahin-
dra & Mahindra dispatched
56,336 units, up 22%, while
Hyundai Motor India shipped

Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers

50,340 units, a 4% increase.
The two-wheeler segment
also saw robust growth, with
dispatches increasing 21%
year-on-year to 19,44,475
units, compared to 16,04,749
units last November. Scooter
sales surged 29% to 7,35,753
units, while motorcycle dis-
patches rose 17.5% to
11,63,751 units. Moped sales,
however, fell slightly by 2%
to 44,971 units.
Three-wheeler dispatches

climbed 21% year-on-year to
71,999 units.

SIAM Director General
Rajesh Menon attributed the
growth to festive demand and
government GST 2.0 re-
forms, noting that passenger
vehicles, two-wheelers, and
three-wheelers recorded the
highest-ever November sales
in 2025. Menon expressed
optimism that supportive pol-
icy reforms and improved
market sentiment would sus-
tain this growth trajectory
into 2026.

This strong performance
underscores resilience in In-
dia’s automotive sector, re-
flecting both consumer confi-
dence and effective indus-
try-government collaboration.

MUMBAI

The Indian rupee slipped
to yet another record low
on Friday as weak global
cues, rising demand for the
US dollar, and continued
foreign investor outflows
weighed heavily on market
sentiment. The currency
opened at 90.43 against the
dollar and soon dropped to
90.56, marking a 24-paise
fall from Thursday’s close.

Traders said the pressure
on the rupee intensified
due to uncertainty over the
India—US trade deal and
persistent selling by for-
eign institutional investors.
A day earlier, the rupee
had already tumbled 38
paise to end at a then-re-
cord low of 90.32, signal-
ling a broader weakening
trend.

Forex dealers noted that
importers have been ag-
gressively purchasing dol-
lars as global prices of pre-
cious metals continue to
rise. This strong demand

Rupee hits fresh low amid market jitters

for the US currency is add-
ing further stress to the
rupee’s position.

Despite the slide, ex-
perts offered a more hope-
ful outlook. They said the
rupee is likely to stay be-
low 90 per dollar for the
remainder of 2025 and
may strengthen through
2026, potentially reaching
around 86 per dollar by the
end of next year. They
pointed out that a weaker
rupee could benefit ex-
port-driven industries like
IT, pharmaceuticals and
textiles, especially as some
exports face pressure from
high US tariffs. But they

also warned that a falling
rupee can increase the risk
of imported inflation.

Meanwhile, global indi-
cators showed mixed
movement. The dollar in-
dex inched up to 98.37,
while Brent crude traded
higher at USD 61.69 per
barrel. Despite currency
weakness, Indian stock
markets stayed positive:
the Sensex climbed 170.40
points to 84,988.53, and
the Nifty rose 98.40 points
to 25,996.95. Foreign in-
vestors continued to with-
draw funds, selling equi-
ties worth Rs 2,020.94
crore on Thursday.

Foreign investors sell South
Korean stocks sharply

SEOUL

Foreign investors logged their second-largest monthly sell-off
of South Korean stocks in November, unloading a net $9.13
billion after buying $3.02 billion in October. It was the biggest
outflow since April’s $9.33 billion, triggered by a nearly 16%
drop in the KOSPI following a strong rally fueled by chipmak-
ers and other major firms. Concerns about a potential Al-driven
bubble led investors to take profits even though the index has

more than doubled this year.

In contrast, foreign investors poured a record $11.81 billion
into Korean bonds. Currency volatility eased slightly, with dai-
ly won-dollar fluctuations averaging 5.3 won.

Stocks rebounded late Friday on upbeat Broadcom earnings,
lifting the KOSPI to 4,156.81. Samsung Electronics and SK
hynix gained, while Samsung Fire & Marine Insurance plunged
21.83% after an unexplained surge the previous day. The won
strengthened to 1,472.2 per dollar.

India introduces
future-ready safety
labour reforms

NEW DELHI

The Indian government has
unveiled new Labour Codes
aimed at providing safer and
more accountable workplaces
for workers in hazardous sec-
tors, marking a major shift in
workplace safety and welfare
standards. Industries such as
mining, petroleum, metallur-
gy, chemical, and heavy man-
ufacturing, which employ
large numbers of workers in
high-risk conditions, are set to
benefit from these reforms.

The new framework consol-
idates 29 central labour laws
into 4 Labour Codes, with the
Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code
(OSH&WC), 2020, at its core.
This code introduces a preven-
tive and integrated safety sys-
tem, mandating risk assess-
ments, free annual health
check-ups, training, personal
protective equipment (PPE),
and emergency planning. Em-
ployers now have clearer
guidelines while workers re-
ceive stronger protections and
safer conditions.

All employees in hazardous
industries, including chemi-
cal, explosive, gas, radiation,
mining, construction, dock,
and heavy engineering sec-
tors, are covered under OS-
H&WC. Health records, pre-
viously maintained manually,
are now digital, portable, and
accessible to workers and in-
spectors, ensuring transparen-
cy and long-term traceability.
Mandatory pre-employment,
periodic, and post-exposure
medical examinations further
support early detection of oc-
cupational diseases, reducing
medical costs and improving
workforce productivity.

Social security has also been
strengthened under the Social
Security Code, 2020, guaran-
teeing immediate compensa-
tion for workplace accidents or
occupational diseases. Work-
ers are entitled to ESIC bene-
fits, including medical care,
disability support, injury com-
pensation, maternity benefits,
provident fund, gratuity, and
pension. Digital records en-
hance accessibility and trans-
parency for all benefits.
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India’s drone and
space-tech industry
set to create over
2 lakh jobs by 2033

MUMBAI

India’s aerospace, drones, and
space technology sector is
poised for rapid expansion,
with the industry expected to
grow more than five-fold to
USD 44 billion by 2033, ac-
cording to a report by Adecco
India. This growth is project-
ed to generate over 2 lakh
new jobs across engineering,
research, data science, and
business roles.

The report highlights that
India’s drone and space-tech
industry is transitioning from
a primarily research-driven
domain to a full-fledged com-
mercial industry, spurred by
government reforms, pri-
vate-sector participation, and
international collaborations.
Emerging roles such as Space
Policy Analysts, Robotics En-
gineers, Avionics Specialists,
and GNC (Guidance, Naviga-
tion, and Control) experts are
expected to be in high
demand.

Key growth regions include
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chen-
nai, Ahmedabad, and Pune,
with niche technical roles
commanding 20-30% higher
wages than standard engineer-
ing positions. Government
initiatives such as the Indian
Space Policy 2023, a Rs
1,000 crore VC fund under
IN-SPACe, and support for
250+ space startups are cen-
tral to this expansion.

Diversity and inclusion are
also being emphasized, with
programs like WISE Fellow-
ship, Vigyan Jyoti Pro-
gramme, ISRO Young Scien-

India’s drone and space-
tech industry is shifting
commercially, driven by
reforms, private
investment, and global
collaboration, creating
high-demand roles with
20-30% higher wages in
key cities

tist Programme (YUVIKA),
and SAMRIDH encouraging
more women to enter techni-
cal fields, research, and entre-
preneurship.

Future milestones, includ-
ing the Gaganyaan mission,
India’s participation in the
Axiom-4 ISS program, and
development of a national
space station, are expected to
further accelerate demand for
talent. Currently contributing
around 2% to the global space
economy, India aims to cap-
ture 7-8% of the global mar-
ket by 2033, including USD
11 billion in exports, position-
ing itself as a leading global
space hub.

This boom underscores In-
dia’s strategic push to become
a global space leader while
generating significant em-
ployment opportunities in
high-tech domains.

India’s life insurance
sees strong Nov growth

NEW DELHI

India’s life-insurance sector
bounced back strongly in No-
vember, posting a 23 per cent
increase in new-business pre-
miums compared to the same
month last year, reaching Rs
31,119.6 crore, according to a
recent report by CareEdge
Ratings. This marked the
third consecutive month of
double-digit growth for the
industry.

The rebound was driven by
higher sales of individual
non-single policies and solid
performance across both indi-
vidual and group segments.
Experts said favorable base
effects and smoother adjust-
ments following the GST
waiver on individual life pol-
icies helped maintain this
momentum.

LIC continued to lead the
market, showing strength in
both individual and group
segments, while private insur-
ers maintained consistent
double-digit growth. Individ-
ual non-single premiums
showed notable gains, high-
lighting steady recurring in-
flows, and group business
saw revival due to increased
institutional activity.

Although group policy re-
newals eased slightly because
of an exceptionally strong pri-
or-year base, the overall indus-
try trend remained positive.
For year-to-date FY26, cumu-
lative first-year premiums

grew steadily, largely driven
by private players, signaling a
return to normal growth after
temporary boosts from earlier
regulatory changes.

Single-premium business
saw a sharp recovery, rising
29.4 per cent year-on-year,
after a 19.8 per cent decline
the previous year. Non-single
premiums grew 14.3 per cent,
with private insurers strength-
ening in the individual
non-single segment, while
LIC retained its dominance in
single-premium and group of-
ferings. Individual life insur-
ance premiums surged 26.4
per cent, rebounding sharply
from just 7.7 per cent last
year.

Sanjay Agarwal, Senior Di-
rector at CareEdge Ratings,
noted that the surge in policy
issuance reflected broad-
based customer participation.
He added that the industry has
overcome previous distribu-
tion challenges following the
change in surrender value
norms introduced last year.

The report underscores a
healthy recovery in India’s
life-insurance sector, with
both public and private insur-
ers benefiting from renewed
demand.

Petroleum rules 2025 amended to boost

NEW DELHI

In a major move to simplify
operations in the oil and gas
sector, the Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Rules, 2025 have
been amended to promote
ease of doing business, Union
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
announced.

The amended rules allow
lessees to carry out all types
of mineral oil operations un-
der a single petroleum lease,
including decarbonisation
projects and comprehensive
energy initiatives at oilfields.

Applications for petroleum
leases will now be decided
within 180 days, and long-
term leases of up to 30 years
may be granted, with exten-
sions allowed for the econom-
ic life of the field, enabling
companies to plan invest-
ments effectively.

Under the new framework,
lessees must submit annual
declarations of installed, used,
and excess infrastructure ca-
pacity. They may also jointly
develop or share facilities by
mutual agreement. Lease for-
mats have been standardized

for uniformity and easier ad-
ministration, and rules now
mandate reduction plans with

time-bound targets to achieve
zero gas flaring and lower
greenhouse gas emissions.
The rules also specify that
the seat of arbitration for
lease and contractual disputes
involving only Indian compa-
nies will be New Delhi. If for-
eign companies are involved,
a neutral arbitration seat may
be chosen. National Oil Com-
panies (NOCs) must notify
discoveries promptly, submit
field development plans with-
in prescribed timeframes, ob-
tain government approval
for development areas, and

business

report regularly on production
activities.

Penalties for violations
have been increased to Rs 25
lakh, with continuation of
non-compliance attracting Rs
10 lakh per day, the Minister
added.

Puri highlighted that the
amendments aim to strength-
en India’s domestic explora-
tion and hydrocarbon produc-
tion infrastructure, supporting
the government’s mission to
achieve energy security under
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.
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with several Indian cities consistently ranking among

the noisiest in the world. According to various studies
and surveys, cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Ben-
galuru regularly record noise levels that far exceed the per-
missible limits set by the Central Pollution Control Board.
In residential areas, where the prescribed limit is 55 decibels
during the day and 45 decibels at night, actual measurements
often soar to 70-80 decibels or higher. Commercial areas fare
even worse, with noise levels frequently crossing 85-90 deci-
bels, equivalent to standing next to a busy highway or oper-
ating heavy machinery. These sustained high decibel levels
represent not just a nuisance but a genuine threat to the
health and well-being of India's urban population.

The sources of noise pollution in India are as diverse as
they are numerous. Vehicular traffic stands as perhaps the
most significant contributor, with the country's rapidly grow-
ing automobile population creating a constant symphony of
engine roars, honking, and tire noise. The Indian propensity
for honking, often unnecessary and excessive, has become
a defining characteristic of the country's roads. Unlike in
many Western nations where horn use is reserved for emer-
gencies, in India, the horn serves as a primary communica-
tion tool between drivers, resulting in a relentless auditory
assault. The problem is compounded by poorly maintained
vehicles with defective silencers, diesel generators that run
throughout power outages, and the proliferation of
three-wheelers and two-wheelers that weave through traffic
with high-pitched engine whines.

Noise pollution in India has reached alarming levels,

affects not only workers

within factories but also
communities living in prox-
imity to industrial areas.
Manufacturing units, power
plants, and processing facili-
ties operate machinery that
generates continuous
high-decibel noise. In many
Indian cities, residential areas
have developed adjacent to or
intermixed with industrial
zones due to poor urban plan-
ning, exposing residents to
constant industrial noise.
Workers in these facilities
face even greater risks, with
prolonged exposure to ma-
chinery noise leading to occu-
pational hearing loss and re-
lated health issues. Unfortu-
nately, compliance with occu-
pational safety standards re-
garding noise exposure re-

Industrial noise pollution

mains low, particularly in the
unorganized sector that em-
ploys a significant portion of
India's workforce.

The health implications of
sustained exposure to gy
noise pollution are { |
profound and multi-
faceted. Hearing loss
represents the most
direct and obvious ¥
consequence, o
with noise-in-
duced hear- 4
ing impair-
ment
affect- f
ing

millions of Indians, particu-
larly those in urban areas and
specific occupations. This
type of hearing loss is typical-
ly gradual and irreversible,
with individuals often un-
aware of the damage until it
becomes significant. Beyond
hearing, noise pollution trig-
gers a stress response in the
human body, leading to ele-

~ vated levels of cortisol and

_adrenaline. This chronic
_ stress contributes to car-
diovascular problems,
including hyperten-
sion, increased
heart rate, and a
higher risk of
heart disease and
stroke. Studies
have shown that
people living in
high-noise envi-
ronments have
.. significantly high-
2 er rates of
-\ these condi-
| tions com-
/ pared to
those in qui-
eter areas.

Construction activities represent another major source of noise pollution, particularly as
India undergoes massive infrastructure development and urban expansion. From metro

projects to flyovers, residential complexes to commercial centers, construction sites operate
around the clock in many cities, often flouting regulations regarding permissible working
hours. The sound of drilling, hammering, concrete mixing, and heavy machinery creates
sustained noise levels that can persist for months or years in the same locality. Residents
living near construction sites frequently report sleep disturbances, stress, and an overall
deterioration in their quality of life, yet enforcement of noise regulations in this sector
remains weak and inconsistent. Religious and social celebrations, while culturally
significant, contribute substantially to India's noise pollution problem. Festivals like Diwali,
Dussehra, Ganesh Chaturthi, and Durga Puja involve the use of loudspeakers, firecrackers,
and processions that generate extreme noise levels. Religious institutions, including temples,
mosques, and gurudwaras, use public address systems at high volumes for prayers, hymns,
and sermons, often starting in the early morning hours. Wedding celebrations and political
rallies add to this soundscape, with elaborate sound systems that project music and
speeches to entire neighborhoods. While the Supreme Court of India has issued guidelines
restricting the use of loudspeakers and firecrackers, enforcement remains challenging due
to the sensitivity of religious and cultural practices, and violations are commonplace.

Sleep disturbance caused
by noise pollution creates a
cascade of health problems.
When environmental noise
prevents people from achiev-
ing deep, restorative sleep, it
affects cognitive function,
mood, immune system re-
sponse, and overall physical
health. Sleep-deprived indi-
viduals experience reduced
productivity, impaired deci-
sion-making, and increased
irritability. In children, noise
pollution has been linked to
difficulties in learning, con-
centration problems, and de-
velopmental delays. Schools
located near airports, railway
lines, or busy roads show
measurably poorer academic
performance among students
compared to schools in quiet-
er locations. The psychologi-
cal impact extends to in-
creased anxiety, depression,
and a general decline in men-
tal well-being, with noise pol-
lution contributing to what
public health experts describe
as an invisible epidemic af-
fecting quality of life across

Indian society.

India does have a regulato-
ry framework to address noise
pollution, primarily governed
by the Noise Pollution (Reg-
ulation and Control) Rules,
2000, enacted under the Envi-
ronment (Protection) Act,
1986. These rules establish
ambient air quality standards
for noise in different zones,
categorized as industrial,
commercial, residential, and
silence zones. The regulations
also cover restrictions on
loudspeaker use, firecrackers,
and construction activities
during nighttime hours. The
Central Pollution Control
Board and State Pollution
Control Boards are tasked
with monitoring and enforce-
ment, while police depart-
ments have the authority to
take action against violations.
On paper, the framework ap-
pears comprehensive and
well-intentioned.

However, implementation
remains the Achilles heel of
noise pollution control in In-
dia. Enforcement agencies are

often under-resourced, under-
staffed, and lack the necessary
equipment to effectively mon-
itor noise levels across vast
urban areas. When violations
are detected, penalties are of-
ten minimal and fail to serve
as effective deterrents. Corrupt
practices sometimes allow vi-
olators to continue their activ-
ities despite regulations. Public
awareness about noise pollu-
tion as a serious environmental
and health issue remains rela-
tively low, with many people
accepting high noise levels as
an unavoidable aspect of urban
life. This social acceptance of
noise creates little pressure on
authorities to enforce regula-
tions strictly. Cultural factors,
particularly regarding religious
practices and celebrations, cre-
ate additional complications
for enforcement, with authori-
ties reluctant to take action that
might be perceived as insensi-
tive or discriminatory.
Addressing noise pollution
in India requires a multi-
pronged approach involving
technological solutions, strict-
er enforcement, urban plan-
ning reforms, and significant
shifts in public awareness and
behavior. From a technologi-
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In the bustling streets
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DA

s of Mumbai, a street
vendor shouts to
" attract customers while
auto-rickshaws honk
~incessantly behind him.
. Construction workers
"t operate jackhammers
nearby, and loudspeakers i
= from areligious :
= procession add to the
- cacophony. This scene,
7' replicated across cities
v and towns throughout
India, represents one
1 of the country's most
[ pervasive yet overlooked
W : environmental
= challenges: noise
pollution. While air and

. Water pollution dominate
. environmental discourse, =

$

the invisible assault on
our ears continues largely
unabated, affecting
millions of Indians daily
and contributing to

a public health crisis

that demands urgent

attention.
g

cal stand-
point, pro-
moting electric
vehicles and im-
proving public transpor-
tation can reduce vehicular
noise significantly. Electric
vehicles operate much more
quietly than their internal
combustion counterparts, and
expanding their adoption
could transform the urban
soundscape. Better urban
planning that separates resi-
dential areas from industrial
zones, creates buffer zones
with vegetation, and designs
buildings with soundproofing
materials can mitigate noise
exposure for residents. Green
spaces and tree corridors
serve as natural sound barri-
ers while providing additional
environmental benefits.
Stricter enforcement of ex-
isting regulations is essential,
requiring increased resources
for monitoring agencies,
higher penalties for violations
that serve as real deterrents,
and greater use of technology
such as noise monitoring sen-
sors and automated enforce-
ment systems. Public cam-
paigns to raise awareness
about the health impacts of

noise
pollution and
promote behavioral changes,
such as reducing unnecessary
honking, can create social
pressure for quieter practices.
Educational programs in
schools and communities can
help build a culture that val-
ues acoustic environments
and respects others' right to
peaceful surroundings.

Noise pollution in India
represents a complex chal-
lenge at the intersection of
rapid urbanization, cultural
practices, inadequate enforce-
ment, and limited public
awareness.

As Indian cities continue
to grow and develop, the
problem threatens to worsen
unless concerted action is
taken. The health and eco-
nomic costs of noise pollu-
tion, though difficult to
quantify precisely, are un-
doubtedly enormous, affect-
ing productivity, healthcare
expenses, and overall quali-
ty of life for hundreds of
millions of people.
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KOLKATA
Lionel Messi’s much-anticipated GOAT Tour of
India kicks off today as the global football icon
touches down in Kolkata for the start of a three-
day, four-city whirlwind celebration. Messi’s

N visit, his first to India since 2011, marks a
PR rare opportunity for Indian fans to en-

gage with the 2022 World Cup
champion in a series of cultural
‘ \ showcases, football clinics
and high-proﬁle events.
\ Unlike a formal in-
ternational match, the
GOAT Tour is de-
signed as a fan-en-
gagement and cul-
tural roadshow,
celebrating Mes-
si’s global influ-
ence and India’s

0.0, ; ‘ N .
o . / | deepening love
' for football.
The initia-

iternational
icketCound

ICC’s High
Media Valuation
Worries

Broadcasters
amid RMG Ban

CHENNAI

The International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) and its broadcast part-
ner JioStar continue to navigate
a turbulent phase as both sides
attempt to recalibrate an inflated
$3-billion media-rights deal
covering ICC events through
2027. The merger between Jio
and Star left JioStar holding the
rights, but with two years still
remaining, the broadcaster is
reportedly seeking an exit as the
financial model becomes in-
creasingly unviable.The ICC has
sounded out other major broad-
casters—including Sony, Netflix
and Amazon—about taking over
the remainder of the deal, but
industry executives say there is
no appetite at the current valua-
tion. Sony, in particular, is
known for its conservative ap-
proach to sports rights; its previ-
ous ICC bid of $1.6 billion, al-
most half the winning amount,
reflected that stance. Jio’s own
earlier bid of $900 million also
underscored how steep Star’s
winning price always appeared.
Beyond the inflated cost, the
ban on real-money gaming
(RMGQG) has severely hit the
broadcaster’s advertising poten-
tial. With ed-tech spending also
shrinking, revenue streams have
tightened, making the econom-
ics even more challenging. In-
siders believe none of the major
players—Sony, Netflix, or Am-
azon—will step in, at least not at
the existing figures. Despite ten-
sions, a former ICC official sug-
gests that JioStar and ICC may
ultimately need each other, pre-
dicting the broadcaster will re-
tain the rights through 2027.
Both parties are exploring cre-
ative solutions to mitigate loss-
es, including hybrid arrange-
ments similar to the recent In-
dia—England Test series where
Sony handled TV distribution
while Jio streamed matches
digitally.

<
-

tive, concep-
tualised by
promoter
Satadru

India Across Four Cities

ins a special India tour blending sport, culture and fan experiences

Dutta, spans Kolkata, Hyderabad, Mumbai and
New Delhi, with each city hosting a mix of clin-
ics, exhibitions, celebrity interactions and charity
events. Tickets for the tour have already sparked
massive interest, though the premium meet-and-
greet passes—priced at 310 lakh each—are re-
served for die-hard supporters eager to click a
photo with the Argentine legend. Messi will be
accompanied at select events by close friends and
teammates Luis Suarez and Rodrigo de Paul, add-
ing further star power to the spectacle. The tour’s
Kolkata leg includes scheduled meetings with
Sourav Ganguly and West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, setting the tone for Messi’s
packed itinerary. He departs for Hyderabad in the
afternoon, where one of the tour’s biggest draws
awaits—a 7v7 exhibition match at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium, with Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy expected to par-
ticipate. The evening will conclude with a musi-
cal tribute celebrating Messi’s extraordinary ca-
reer. In Mumbai, the spotlight shifts to charity,
with a fashion show and an auction of memora-
bilia from Argentina’s 2022 World Cup triumph.
A major highlight across the tour is a series of
youth-focused football clinics, especially for un-
derprivileged children, reflecting Messi’s role as
a UNICEF ambassador.

Aston Villa Extends Winning
Streak to Eight with 2-1
Europa League Victory

BASEL

Aston Villa continued its
remarkable resurgence this
season with a hard-fought
2-1 victory over FC Basel
in the UEFA Europa
League, extending their
winning streak to eight
games across all competi-
tions and securing at least
a playoff spot. With the
win, Villa now sits tied
with Lyon and Midtjylland
atop the Europa League
standings on 15 points
from six games.

At St. Jakob-Park, sum-
mer signing Evann Gues-
sand put Villa ahead early
with a goal from a corner,
but Basel’s Flavius Danili-
uc equalized off Xherdan
Shagqiri’s curling free kick.
Villa’s decisive goal came
from Youri Tielemans,
who, after coming on at
halftime, scored within
eight minutes with a
20-meter strike into the
bottom corner. Villa man-
ager Unai Emery, a four-
time Europa League win-
ner with Sevilla and Vil-
larreal, praised the team’s
resilience after a challeng-
ing start to the season. Vil-
la also recently climbed to
third in the Premier
League, including a nota-
ble 2-1 win over league

leaders Arsenal. —_
Across the —k

Europa —

League,

Lyon

and

Midtjylland secured victo-
ries in their respective
matches, while other re-
sults included Fener-
bahce’s 4-0 win at Brann,
Real Betis’ 3-1 victory
over Dinamo Zagreb, and
Nottingham Forest’s 2-1
triumph at Utrecht, keep-
ing their unbeaten streak
intact under manager Sean
Dyche. Meanwhile, Celtic
suffered a 3-0 loss to
Roma on coach Wilfried
Nancy’s European debut,
and Nice lost 1-0 at home
to Braga, remaining the
only team without a point
in the group stage. After
eight group-stage games,
the top eight teams ad-
vance directly to the round
of 16, while teams ranked
ninth to 24th move to the
knockout playoffs in Feb-
ruary. Villa’s performance
positions them strongly as
they chase a deep Europa
League run.

Puja Tomar Hopes MMA's Asian
Games Inclusion Sparks Govt Support

NEW DELHI

Puja Tomar, India’s only
Mixed Martial Artist (MMA)
to secure a win in the Ultimate
Fighting Championship
(UFC), has welcomed the in-
clusion of MMA at the 2026
Asian Games in Aichi-Na-
goya, expressing hope that the
move will attract government
support and recognition for
the sport in India. The straw-
weight fighter said, “I was so
happy and excited when I
heard MMA would feature in
the 2026 Asian Games, be-

cause now our sport will start
gaining recognition in India.”
Tomar, a former national
Wushu champion, is confident
about India’s potential on the
global MMA stage. “If we get
proper support, MMA can be-
come one of the biggest sports
in India, and we can be among
the top five countries world-
wide within the next decade,”
she added.On her professional
front, Tomar’s next UFC fight
is expected to be announced
soon, likely against an East
Asian opponent. Currently
training at Some Fight Club in

Bali under Coach Mike, she
emphasized her focus on grap-
pling skills, learning from her
second UFC defeat against
Irish fighter Shauna Bannon,
where she lost via an arm bar
in the second round.

Highlighting infrastructure
challenges in India, Tomar
said, “It is sad that we do not
have quality training facilities
for professional MMA ath-
letes. I hope corporates and
the government join hands to
develop an ecosystem so more
Indians can compete at the
UFC.”

N\
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IOC Confirms LA28
Olympic Hockey
Qualification System

NEW DELHI

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) has offi-
cially approved the qualifica-
tion system for the men’s and
women’s hockey tourna-
ments at the 2028 Los Ange-
les Olympics, the Interna-
tional Hockey Federation
(FIH) announced.

As in previous editions
since the 2008 Beijing
Games, 12 teams per gender
will compete at the Olym-
pics, including host nation
USA, with the remaining 11
spots determined through a
combination of league per-
formance, continental cham-

pionships, and qualification
tournaments. The FIH Pro
League will play a crucial
role, with the highest-ranked
team in the 2025-26 and
2026-27 seasons securing
Olympic qualification. If the
same nation tops both sea-
sons, the runner-up of the
2026-27 season will earn a
berth. This ensures consistent
performance across multiple
seasons is rewarded.

In addition, the five Conti-
nental Championships will
guarantee qualification for
the highest-placed team in
each region that has not al-
ready qualified via the Pro
League or as host.

Vinesh Phogat Reverses
Retirement, Targets Gold
at LA 2028 Olympics

NEW DELHI

Indian wrestling icon
Vinesh Phogat has offi-
cially reversed her retire-
ment decision, announc-
ing a determined return to
the mat with her sights
firmly set on winning a
medal at the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics. The
29-year-old, who had
stepped away from the
sport after her heartbreak-
ing disqualification from
the Paris Olympics gold
medal bout, said she
found clarity and renewed
purpose during months of
introspection.

In a heartfelt post on X,
Vinesh revealed that she
needed distance from
wrestling to understand
the emotional toll of years
spent navigating pressure,
expectations and personal
ambition. “For the first
time in years, I allowed
myself to breathe,” she
wrote, reflecting on the
highs, heartbreaks and
sacrifices that shaped her
journey. It was through
this silence, she said, that
she rediscovered her en-
during love for the sport.
“The fire never left... No
matter how far I walked
away, a part of me stayed
on the mat.”

Vinesh’s comeback is
also inspired by a new
source of strength—her
young
SOMN,

whom she described as
her “little cheerleader” on
the road to LA 2028. With
renewed discipline and a
revitalized spirit, the
champion wrestler vowed
to return to competition
with greater resilience
than ever.

A trailblazer in Indian
wrestling, Vinesh created
history in Paris by becom-
ing the first Indian woman
to reach an Olympic gold
medal bout, defeating Ja-
pan’s four-time world
champion Yui Susaki en
route. But tragedy struck
on the morning of the fi-
nal when she exceeded
the permissible weight by
just 100 grams, leading to
disqualification. Her re-
sults were annulled under
UWW rules, and her ap-
peal to retain at least the
silver was dismissed by
the Court of Arbitration
for Sport. Following her
return to India, Vinesh en-
tered politics and won the
Hary- ana assem-

) bly elec-
y/ 4 tion from
~ U} Julana. But

{ ¥ now, with

her compet-
itive spirit
reignited,
she is ready
! to script a
new chap-
' ter—one
,aimed at
Olympic re-
demption.
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Vinesh
Phogat
dramatlcally
ends her
retirement,
reigniting
her
pursuit of
Olympic
wrestling
glory

21-Month-0ld Veda Sarfare
Sets Swimmer Record

RATNAGIRI

Veda Sarfare, a 21-month-old
toddler, has etched her name
in the Indian Book of Re-
cords as the country’s young-
est swimmer. After nearly a
year of playful training, she
successfully swam 100 me-
tres at the Ratnagiri Munici-
pal Swimming Pool in 10
minutes and 8 seconds, de-
lighting her family and re-
cord authorities.

Veda’s parents emphasized
that her journey in swimming
was driven by enjoyment
rather than expectations.
“Our focus was always on
making learning fun for her,
not on results or records,”
they said. The toddler’s early
training consisted of gentle
exercises and water play,
helping her build comfort
and confidence in the pool.

Her parents documented
much of her progress on so-
cial media, sharing videos of
Veda practicing swimming in
a joyful and lighthearted
manner. These posts show-
cased her enthusiasm and

playful spirit, which they say
were key to her early suc-
cess. To officially secure the
record, Veda’s parents sub-
mitted an email to the Indian
Book of Records detailing
her age, birthdate, and the
official recognition they had
received from authorities.
With this achievement, Veda
Sarfare has become an inspir-
ing example of how early
exposure, encouragement,
and enjoyment can help
young children explore their
interests and reach mile-
stones at a remarkably young
age.

Veda’s achievement has
been widely celebrated
across Ratnagiri and beyond,
with her parents hoping that
her story inspires other fam-
ilies to encourage learning
and physical activity through
fun, safe, and supportive
methods, rather than pressure
or rigid goals. This record
not only highlights her per-
sonal achievement but also
showcases the potential of
nurturing children’s abilities
from an carly age.

PT Usha rges Govt to Promote
Indigenous Anti-Doping Kits

NEW DELHI

Indian Olympic Association
President and Rajya Sabha
member P T Usha on Friday
urged the central government
to promote the manufacturing
of indigenous anti-doping test-
ing kits under the ‘Make in In-
dia’ initiative. Speaking in the
Upper House, she highlighted
that local production would
reduce costs, accelerate test-
ing, and enhance transparen-
cy, while strengthening In-
dia’s credibility in interna-
tional sports. Usha pointed
out that currently, India relies
heavily on imported kits from
Swiss companies Berlinger
and LockCon, resulting in de-
lays and dependency on
external agencies.

“The menace of doping
threatens athlete health, fair-
play, and India’s global reputa-
tion. Indigenous production
will make India a self-reliant,
dope-free sporting nation,” she
said. India, which is eyeing to
host the Olympics in 2036, has
faced criticism over its doping
record. The country often ranks
among the top five in global
doping violations, highlighting

the urgent need for better de-
tection infrastructure. Usha
emphasized that local kit pro-
duction would spur research,
innovation, employment, and
technology development, in-
cluding portable testing equip-
ment and sample collection
devices. Her statement comes a
week after Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya con-
firmed a significant increase in
dope control testing, with
7,751 tests planned in 2025,
compared to 5,794 in 2023.
Usha stressed that along with
technological upgrades, aware-
ness campaigns for young ath-
letes and strict monitoring at
training centres are essential to
deter violations and support
clean athletes. She called for a
national program to develop
anti-doping kits, support for
scientific institutions and start-
ups, and strengthening of
NADA and Regional Testing
Laboratories. A ministry source
noted that while indigenous
production is promising, qual-
ity standards must be uncom-
promising, as anti-doping kits
are highly sensitive and even
minor defects can compromise
results.
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. Vaibhav Suryavanshi
' produced a breathtak-
' ing display of pow-
er-hitting as the
14-year-old Indian
opener hammered 171
off just 95 balls against
| the UAE in the U-19

~ Asia Cup on Friday.
His innings, packed
with clean hitting
and remarkable com-
posure, featured 14
towering sixes, the

most ever struck in a
single innings in the
history of the tourna-
ment.

Suryavanshi began
aggressively, racing to
his fifty in only 30 balls

SURYAVANSHI’S

“171and 14 Sixes Power Himto
Two U-19 Asia Cup Records

Teenage sensation Vaibhav Suryavanshi shattered two
major U-19 Asia Cup records effortlessly

and reaching his century in
56. Once set, he unleashed an
even more dominant assault
on the UAE attack, storming
past 150 in 84 deliveries be-
fore finally falling for 171.
His knock not only powered
India to a commanding total
but also redefined the record
books.

The teenager surpassed Af-
ghanistan’s Darwish Rasooli,
who had struck 10 sixes in an
U-19 Asia Cup match in
2017, to claim the record for
most sixes in an innings. He
also overtook Rasooli’s ag-
gregate of 22 sixes to script
a new mark for the most
sixes overall in the tourna-
ment, with his tally now
standing at 26. This blister-

ing 171 is the second-high-
est score by an Indian in
U-19 ODIs, behind Ambati
Rayudu’s unbeaten 177
against England in 2002.
Under the leadership of
Mumbai and CSK opener
Mhatre, India began their
campaign in dominant fash-
ion, though all eyes now
shift to their high-voltage
clash against Pakistan on
Sunday—a contest widely
viewed as a key preview
ahead of next year’s U-19
World Cup.

Suryavanshi’s heroics have

already ignited India’s cam-
paign, marking him as one of
the most exciting young tal-
ents to watch in world crick-
et.

SMAT Super
League Begins as
Eight Teams Chase
Dec 18 Finale

BENGALURU

With the league stage of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
(SMAT) wrapping up earlier
this week across four venues,
India’s premier domestic T20
competition now enters its
high-stakes Super League
phase. The final, scheduled
for December 18 at the MCA
Stadium in Pune, will be pre-
ceded by 13 matches involv-
ing the top eight teams as they
vie for a spot in the title clash.

This year, SMAT has
moved away from the tradi-
tional knockout format fol-
lowing the group stage. In-
stead, the tournament will
feature two groups of four,
with teams playing each other
once. The winners of Group 1
and Group 2 will compete for
the championship in Pune.

Group 1 comprises Mum-
bai, Hyderabad, Haryana and
Rajasthan, while Group 2 in-
cludes Punjab, Jharkhand,
Andhra and Madhya Pradesh.
For many players, the Super
League carries added weight
with the IPL mini-auction just
days away, offering a final
opportunity to impress scouts.

Mumbai veteran Ajinkya
Rahane, enjoying a produc-
tive run with 289 runs includ-
ing two half-centuries, will
hope to cap what may be the
twilight phase of his career on
a high note. Ishan Kishan,
quietly accumulating 271 runs
from six outings, remains piv-
otal to Jharkhand’s chances.
Meanwhile, Venkatesh Iyer,
released by Kolkata Knight
Riders, faces pressure to re-
discover form after a string of
low scores.

In a late development, the
BCCI shifted the Super
League phase from Indore to
Pune, following a request
from the Madhya Pradesh
Cricket Association citing lo-
gistical concerns. Matches
will be split between the Ga-
hunje Stadium and the MCA
Stadium, both set to host all
13 fixtures, including the fi-
nal.

As the competition intensi-
fies, teams now have a short,
decisive window to secure
their place in the December
18 finale.

Pathan said Hardik excelled but struggled once
slower, low-bounce pitches required footwork

Pathan slams Pandya’s slow knock,

flags worrying form of Gill and Surya

MULLANPUR

India’s 51-run defeat to South
Africa in the second T20I has
sparked sharp criticism from
former all-rounder Irfan
Pathan, who questioned Har-
dik Pandya’s approach and
expressed concern over the
form of Shubman Gill and
captain Suryakumar Yadav
ahead of the T20 World Cup.

Chasing 214, India needed
an aggressive middle-overs
push, but Pandya
managed only 20
off 23 balls, strik-
ing a lone six. The
sluggish knock
came in stark con-
trast to his explo-
sive half-century
at over 200 strike rate in the
first game. Pathan said the
all-rounder looked comfort-
able on a batting-friendly sur-
face earlier in the series but
struggled on a pitch that re-
quired footwork and adapt-
ability.

“Just a day ago, Hardik

looked solid, but on a surface
offering something to the
bowlers, his stand-and-deliver
method didn’t click,” Pathan
wrote on X, noting that Pan-
dya appeared stuck when the
ball lacked pace and bounce.

India’s top order also fal-
tered, with vice-captain Shub-
man Gill falling for a first-
ball duck after scoring only
four in the opening match.
Pathan called Gill’s T20I
form a “big worry” with the
World Cup just two
months away.

He also highlighted
Suryakumar Yadav’s ex-
tended slump. The skip-
per has averaged around
15 in 2025 without a
single half-century, rais-
ing concerns about India’s
middle-order stability.

Pathan didn’t spare the
bowlers either, pointing to In-
dia’s lack of control. The at-
tack delivered 13 full tosses
and conceded 23 extras, al-
lowing South Africa to post a
daunting 213.

“How do you negate that?
These are the questions India
needs to answer go-
ing forward,”

Pathan added, ‘] '-.“T
urging the team ]
to find solutions N
quickly as prepa- ;
rations intensify
for the g
World =

Cup.

2026 T20 World Cup Ticket Sale

Begin with Prices Starting at 3100

MUMBAI

Ticket sales for the 2026 ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup offi-
cially opened, with Phase 1
offering entry prices as low as
%100 in India and LKR 1,000
in Sri Lanka, marking one of
the most affordable major
ICC events to date. The tour-
nament, to be jointly hosted
by India and Sri Lanka from
February 7 to March 8, will
feature 20 teams competing
across eight venues.

In India, matches will be
staged in Ahmedabad, Chen-
nai, New Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata, while Sri Lanka will
host games at two venues in
Colombo and in Kandy. The
ICC confirmed that defending
champions India will face the

USA on the open-
ing day, one of _
three fixtures that
will launch the
10th edition of the
global T20 show-
piece.

ICC CEO Sanjog 1%
Gupta said that af- °
fordability and ac-
cess were at the
heart of the ticket-
ing strategy. “Our aim is to
deliver the most accessible
and global ICC event ever.
Every fan, regardless of geog-
raphy or financial back-
ground, should have the
chance to experience world-
class cricket from the stands,”
he said. Gupta added that low
starting prices are meant to
“open the gates wide” and en-

sure fans can actively
h participate in the ex-
i citement of stadium
cricket.

The tournament will
feature 55 matches,
making it the most ex-
pansive T20 World
» Cup in history.

BCCI secretary De-
vajit Saikia said the
pricing structure
would help create “stadiums
buzzing with energy,” while
Sri Lanka Cricket CEO Ash-
ley de Silva urged fans to
book early to avoid missing
out on key matches.

The ICC has made tickets
available through its official
platform, with further phases
of sales to be announced in
due course.

Ten Doeschate urges Gill
to replicate his IPL form

Ten Doeschate said Gill’s
England captaincy
mindset may be affecting
his T20 fluency and
urged him to “free up”
like in the IPL, adding
that the management
fully backs both Gill and
Suryakumar Yadav

MULLANPUR

Shubman Gill has been “a bit
too tight” since returning to
T20Is, focusing too much on
justifying his place rather
than expressing himself free-
ly, India’s assistant coach
Ryan ten Doeschate said after
the team’s 51-run loss to
South Africa in the second
T20I on Thursday. Gill, who
rejoined the format during the
Asia Cup following standout
Test performances in En-
gland, has replaced Sanju
Samson at the top but has
struggled to produce impact-
ful scores ahead of the home
T20 World Cup.

Ten Doeschate suggested
that Gill’s sense of responsi-
bility from captaining India in

5. England may have carried

into his T20 approach, mak-
ing him play within himself.
The team management, he
said, wants Gill

to “free up”
<. and bat
with
t he
same
flu-
ency
h e
shows
during
the IPL.

He added that the support
staff firmly backs both Gill
and captain Suryakumar Ya-
dav despite the latter’s ex-
tended lean patch.

The former Netherlands
all-rounder said Suryakumar
still has the team’s full confi-
dence and emphasized that
two low scores are no reason
for concern. He felt the right-
hander had shown promising
signs during the recent Aus-
tralia tour and would regain
form soon.

Reflecting on India’s bowl-
ing performance, ten
Doeschate admitted the attack
had “a poor night,” with Arsh-
deep Singh and Jasprit Bum-
rah conceding heavily in fa-
vourable batting conditions.
Arshdeep’s seven wides in the
11th over and deviation from
planned strategies contributed
significantly to South Africa’s
total of 213.

He also explained the deci-
sion to promote Axar Patel up
the order, saying the team is
experimenting with combina-
tions as it has often found it-
self 35 for three in recent
months. With limited games
left before the World Cup, In-
dia is exploring ways to
strengthen the batting bridge
between the top order and the
middle-order hitters.

Jacob Duffy’s 5-for powers New
Zealand to crushing win, 1-0 Test lead

WELLINGTON

Jacob Duffy produced a su-
perb spell of seam bowling,
taking 5-38 as New Zealand

- overwhelmed the West In-

dies by nine wickets on
day three of the second
Test at the Basin Re-
serve, securing a 1-0
lead in the three-
match series. The
| hosts dismissed the
\ visitors for just 128
. after lunch, needing
' only 56 runs to
) complete an em-
# ™ phatic victory,
§ " which they achieved
5+ before tea through
= Devon Conway (28)
and Kane Williamson
(16).

Duffy, playing just his
third Test, claimed his sec-
ond five-wicket haul,
while debutant Michael
Rae impressed with figures
of 3-45. Kavem Hodge,
who top-scored with 35, was
the lone West Indian batter to
resist as wickets tumbled
around him. New Zealand’s
inexperienced attack — with
Zak Foulkes in his third Test,
Blair Tickner in his fourth,
and Rae on debut — earned
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Duffy’s five-wicket haul
seals dominant New
Zealand win and valu-
able series advantage

praise from skipper Tom
Latham, who lauded the resil-
ience shown despite injury
setbacks.

The West Indies resumed at
32-2, trailing by 41, but their
innings unravelled quickly.
By lunch, they had slumped
to 98-6, unable to reproduce
the fightback that salvaged
the first Test in Christchurch.
A collapse after the break
sealed their fate, beginning
with Justin Greaves’ lbw dis-
missal to Duffy following a
successful review. The in-
nings ended in just 9.2 overs.
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West Indies captain Roston
Chase expressed disappoint-
ment at the batting effort, say-
ing his team squandered
promising starts and failed to
show the determination need-
ed to build big scores. Earlier,
the visitors were bowled out
for 205 in the first innings,
before New Zealand replied
with 278-9 declared.

Friday’s slide began with
Brandon King’s run-out for
22 after a mix-up, followed
by dismissals of Shai Hope
and Chase. Hodge’s depar-
ture, caught brilliantly by Will
Young at midwicket, ended
any hope of resistance.

The teams now head to
Mount Maunganui for the de-
cisive third Test starting
Thursday.

Squash WC: Bonded by blood and
sport — the inspiring Azman sisters

CHENNAI

When Aira Azman stepped
onto the centre court of the
Indian Squash Academy to
face Australia’s Jessica Turn-
bull, her sister Aifa was her
loudest supporter in an other-
wise silent arena. Fifty-one
minutes later, the roles re-
versed as Aira took her place
courtside, cheering Aifa
through a commanding win
over Madison Lyon. Their
victories secured Malaysia a
3-1 triumph over Australia
and a spot in the Squash
World Cup quarterfinals.

Though their wins in Chen-
nai came with relative ease,
the sisters admit the emotions
differ when they are on tour
playing higher-ranked oppo-
nents. Aira says she feels
calm because she trusts Aifa’s
game entirely, while Aifa,
with a laugh, confesses she
gets nervous watching her
younger sibling, hiding her
stress much like their mother
used to do.

youy

Aira, 21, and Aifa, 23, are
both ranked inside the world’s
top 50, their aggressive, fast-
paced style often overwhelm-
ing opponents. Aifa, ranked
33, wrapped up her match in
just 10 minutes, while World
No. 24 Aira needed 15 min-
utes to subdue Turnbull.

Their journey into the sport
began with their elder sister,
Aika, who took up squash un-
der Malaysia’s “one student,
one sport” policy. At ages two
and five, Aira and Aifa fol-
lowed her to the courts, even-

Results
Express Avenue
Mall: Hong
Kong China 2-2
South Africa;
India 4-0 Brazil

ISA: Malaysia
3-1 Australia;
Japan 1-3 Egypt

tually rising through the ju-
nior circuit.

The trio grew especially
close when Aika moved to the
Bukit Jalil Sports School in
Kuala Lumpur. Now married
and coaching, Aika continues
to offer tactical advice and
emotional support to her
younger sisters.

Life on tour means missing
festivals and family time, but
Aifa says having Aira beside
her makes the sacrifices easi-
er. Malaysia next face Japan
in Friday’s quarterfinals.
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