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Cut trade ties or face 25% tariff ‘bomb’ Trump to Iran trade partners

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
on Tuesday announced that
any country “doing business”
with Iran will have to pay a
25 per cent tariff on its trade
with Washington, a move
that could impact Tehran’s
major trading partners such
as India, China and the UAE.
“Effective immediately,
any Country doing business
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran will pay a Tariff of 25
per cent on any and all busi-
ness being done with the
United States of America.
This Order is final and con-
clusive,” Trump said.
Among Iran’s major trad-
ing partners are China, Tur-
key, India, the UAE, Pakistan

and Armenia.

The announcement by
Trump could impact India,
which has been among Iran’s
five largest trade partners in
recent years.

The US has already im-
posed 50 per cent tariffs on
India, among the highest in
the world, including 25 per
cent for Delhi’s purchases of
Russian energy.

According to the Indian
Embassy in Tehran, major
Indian exports to Iran include
rice, tea, sugar, pharmaceuti-
cals, manmade staple fibres,
electrical machinery and arti-
ficial jewellery, while major
Indian imports from Iran
consist of dry fruits, inorgan-
ic/organic chemicals and,
glassware.

According to the Observa-
tory of Economic Complexi-
ty (OEC), an online data vi-
sualisation and distribution
platform, exports from India
to Iran in 2023 totalled 1.19
billion dollars, while imports
into India totalled 1.02 bil-
lion dollars.

During 2023, the top ex-
ports from India to Iran were
rice (USD 734M), Soybean
Meal (USD 96.8M), and Ba-
nanas (USD 52M). Top ex-
ports from Iran to India in-
cluded Acyclic alcohol deriv-
atives (halogenated, sulpho-
nated, nitrated) (USD 309M).

“India and Iran share a mil-
lennia-long history of inter-
actions. The contemporary
and relationship draws upon
the strength of these histori-
cal and civilisational ties, and
continues to grow further
marked by high-level exchang-
es, commercial and connectiv-
ity cooperation, cultural and
robust people-to-people ties,”
the Indian Embassy in Tehran
has said.

A key aspect of India-Iran
ties is the joint development
of the Chabahar port. Locat-
ed in the Sistan-Balochistan
province on the energy-rich
Iran’s southern coast, the
Chababhar port is being devel-
oped by India and Iran
to boost connectivity and
trade ties.

2,000 killed inlIran
after crackdownon
anti-govt protests

Dubai: About 2,000 peo-
ple, including security
personnel, are feared

killed after a crackdown

on anti-government
protests in Iran. Quot-
ing an Iranian security
official, a news agency
reported that the death
toll could be around
2,000 people. This is
the first time an official
has acknowledged the
high death toll in the
nationwide unrest.

Iran prepared
forany action
by US: Min

Meanwhile, Irani-

an foreign minister
Abbas Araghchi has
said that Iran is pre-
pared for any action
by the US as Presi-
dent Donald Trump
weighs his options for
intervention. Araghchi
said Iran’s readiness
is much greater than
it was when the US
conducted military
strikes on Iranin June
last year.

Countries
atrisk

Chinaremains Iran’s
top trade partner

Chinais Iran’s largest trading partner. Iranian exports to China
totalled $22 billion in 2022, with fuels accounting for more
than half of that amount, as per an agency report, citing World
Bank data. Imports from China stood at $15 billion. In 2025,
China bought more than 80% of Iran’s shipped oil.

India’s trade with
Iran remains modest

India’s total bilateral trade with Iran reached $1.34
billion during the first 10 months of 2025, agencies
reported citing India’s commerce ministry. Major Indi-
an exports to Iran include basmati rice, fruits, vege-
tables, drugs and other pharmaceutical products.

Turkey maintains strong
trade ties with Iran

Iran’s exports to Turkey amount-
ed to $5.8 billionin 2022, while
imports from Turkey reached $6.1
billion, Reuters reported, citing
World Bank figures.

Germany’s imports from
Iran exceeds its exports

Trade between Iran and Germany
remains uneven. Iran exported
$178 million worth of goods to Germany
in 2022, while imports from Germany
totalled $1.9 billion.

Govt pulls brakes on
“10-minutedelivery’

The scrapping of 10-minute deadline marks a significant
shift for the country’s booming quick-commerce sector

NEW DELHI

The Centre has directed lead-
ing quick commerce and food
delivery platforms, including
Blinkit, Zepto and Swiggy In-
stamart, to stop mandating and
promoting 10-minute delivery
timelines.

The move follos discussions
held with the Union Labour
Ministry amid growing con-
cerns over the impact of ag-
gressive delivery targets on gig
workers.

10 minute’ goes off

from Blinkit tagline

Following the order, Eter-
nal-owned Blinkit has already
acted on the directive and re-
moved its long-promoted “10
minute delivery” claim from
its branding and communica-
tion. The company has revised
the principal tagline from
“10,000+ products delivered in
10 minutes” to 30,000+ prod-
ucts delivered at your door-
step,” signalling a shift away
from time-bound delivery

Karur stampede: Vijay
summoned by (Bl again

CHENNAL: TVK chief and actor
Vijay - who is being ques-
tioned by the Central Bureau
of Investigation in Delhi in
connection with the Karur
stampede tragedy - has
again been summoned on
January 19. Vijay was ques-
tioned last yesterday. Sourc-
es said in the six-hour ses-
sion, he had told the Central
agency that his party is re-
sponsible for the stampede
that cost 41 lives. The inves-
tigation into the September
27 tragedy had changed
hands several times. The
case was transferred to the
Central agency after the Su-

branding.Other companies like
Zepto, Zomato and Swiggy are
expected to follow suit soon,
the sources said.

Recently, the 10-minute
quick delivery promise led to a
nationwide gig workers’ strike
on New Year’s Eve 2025,
drawing the Centre’s attention
to issues related to delivery
workers’ health, safety and in-
come. “Following a series of
sustained interventions, Union
Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has persuaded ma-
jor delivery aggregators to re-
move the 10-minute delivery
deadline,” labour ministry
sources said.

The minister recently held
meetings with leading plat-
forms, including Blinkit, Zep-
to, Zomato and Swiggy, to
address concerns related to
delivery timelines.

Officials said the move is
intended to ensure greater safe-
ty, security, and improved
working conditions for gig and
platform workers.

‘Much needed
step’: Chadha
thanks Centre

AAP MP Raghav Chadha
on Tuesday welcomed
the removal of the
“10-minute delivery”
branding by quick-com-
merce platform Blinkit,
calling it a collective
victory for delivery riders’
safety and dignity. He
thanked the Central
Government for what
he described as a timely,
decisive and compas-
sionate intervention
that led to the change.
In a post on X shared
after the move, Chadha
said, “Satyamev Jayate.
Together, we have won.”
“l am deeply grateful

to the Central Gov-
ernment for its timely,
decisive and compas-
sionate intervention in
enforcing the remov-

al of the “10-minute
delivery’ branding from
quick-commerce plat-
forms,” he said. Chad-
ha argued that such
branding creates real
and constant pressure
on delivery workers.

DKS: Will comply with SC
directive on GBA elections

BENGALURU: Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar on
Tuesday assured to comply
with the orders of the Su-
preme Court to conduct
pending polls to the five city
corporations under the
Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) before June 30 of this
year. “As per the SC order,
GBA Corporation elections
will be held within the stipu-
lated date. Necessary direc-
tions will be given to the State
Election Commission in this
regard,” he said. The court on
Monday asked the Karnataka
Government and the SEC to
hold GBA polls by June 30,

‘Empowered
to examine
citizenship for
electoral purposes’

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission told
the Supreme Court on Tues-
day that it acts as the original
authority on issues concerning
electoral rolls and the conduct
of elections, and that its opin-
ion is binding on the President
when a person acquires citi-
zenship of another country.

The panel submitted that an
adverse finding during the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) would “not ipso facto
result in deportation” but lead
to the exclusion of a person’s
name from the electoral roll.
It said that the matter could
be referred to the Centre for
scrutiny and possible action
under the Citizenship Act and
related laws.

‘For every stray dog bite, death,
you pay’: SC to states, feeders

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day warned the Union and
state governments that they
could be made to pay heavy
compensation for every vic-
tim of dog bites and fatalities
if authorities continue to fail
in implementing the Animal
Birth Control (ABC) rules.
Hearing a clutch of peti-
tions on the issue, the bench
of Justice Vikram Nath, Jus-
tice Sandeep Mehta and Jus-
tice NV Anjaria ex-
pressed visible frus-
tration, describing
the situation as one
that has spiralled
out of control
due to decades of
official apathy.
“This issue
has been going |

FESTIVE SPIRIT

Hand-painted pots, which symbolize new beginnings, prosperity, and the celebration
of the harvest season, at a sale stand ahead of Makar Sankranti festival at Pottery

i Townin Bengaluru on Tuesday.
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‘EC used BJP-devised Al tools’

KOLKOTA

West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
alleged that the Election
Commission (EC) had
deleted 54 lakh names from
the draft electoral rolls during
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in the
state, without giving
voters an opportu-
nity to defend
themselves.

Addressing a \
press conference at
the state secretariat
Nabanna, Baner-
jee claimed
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‘Those whose names
were removed were not even
informed about the grounds

for deletion, leaving them

no chance to respond’.

—Mamata Banerjee,

West Bengal chief minister
were carried out by misusing
the powers of electoral reg-
istration officers (EROs)
and largely affected what
she described as “genuine
. electors.”

According to her, a sig-

nificant number of
the deleted en-

legitimate voters who were
wrongfully excluded during
the SIR process.

Banerjee further alleged
that those whose names were
removed were not even in-
formed about the grounds for
deletion, leaving them no
chance to respond or contest
the decision.

Allegation of Al misuse

“The EC, while sitting in Del-
hi, used Al tools devised by
the BJP to delete names.
These Al software accounted
for the names mismatch in
SIR data. They deleted names
of women who changed

—n

on forever,” the bench said,
pointing out that Parliament
had been seized of the prob-
lem since the 1950s. “It is be-
cause of Central and the state
governments that the problem
has multiplied a thousand
times. There is complete fail-
ure on the part of the authori-
ties.”

In one of the sharpest warn-
ings from the top court so far,
the bench said it would not
hesitate to impose compensa-
tion on governments for vic-

tims. “For every man, wom-
an and child who has lost
their lives to a dog bite,

we will impose heavy
compensation on the

government responsible,” the
judges cautioned.

Turning its attention to dog
feeders, the bench made it
clear that compassion could
not be divorced from respon-
sibility. “And, also liability to
dog feeders,” the court said
bluntly. “You take them to
your house, keep them. Why
should they be allowed to
roam around, biting and chas-
ing people? The effect of a
dog bite is lifelong.”

The top court heard argu-
ments of several lawyers in
the suo motu case related to
the stray dog issue and posted
the matter for further hearing
on January 20.

It is because of Central and the state governments
that the problem has multiplied a thousand times.
There is complete failure on the part of the authorities.

—Supreme Court

?andhiji murdered again
through VB-G RAM G: CM

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday reiterated
his commitment to continue
the struggle until the MGN-
REGA is reinstated and
VB-G RAM G is repealed.

Addressing the Mahatma
Gandhi Udyog Khatri Yoja-
na Bachao Sangram Purva
Siddat Sambhava organised
by the KPCC at Gayatri Vi-
har on Tuesday, he stressed
the need to make the ‘NRE-
GA Bachao Andolan’ a peo-
ple’s movement.

He further said in rural
areas, one could ask for
work for 365 days. People
could work in their own vil-
lage, on their own land. To
change this, the Modi gov-
ernment brought in the
VB-G RAM G Act. “This is
not Dasharatha Ram, Sita
Ram or Kaushalya Ram.
This is Nathuram, who
killed Mahatma Gandhi.
Gandhiji has been murdered

again through VBG Ram  or DCM should speak
Ji,” he alleged. aboutit”
vy
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‘No confusion!
Meeting with

Rahul casual’
Mysuru: Chief Minis-

ter Siddaramaiah on
Tuesday said there was
no confusion over power
sharing in the party

and terms it as a media
creation. Speaking to
reporters at the Mysore
Airport after meeting
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, the CM said
there was no political
discussion with Rahul
Gandhi. “He was going
to Gudlu to attend a pro-
gramme and | just met
him on the way,” the CM
said. When pointed out
that his party MLAs were
talking about leadership
change, Siddaramaiah
said, “MLAs are not
aware of anything. |

preme Court had said more | with the final ward-wise list that the de- ( ! tries be- surnames post marriage,”
probe was needed. | tobe out by February 20. letions longed to  Banerjee told reporters.
o0 o o0 o o o | X o o
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Devadasi
Rehabilitation Project
Officer

KOPPAL
The Karnataka State
Women’s Development
Corporation has invited
applications for one va-
cant Project Officer post
under the Devadasi Reha-
bilitation Scheme for
2025-26 in Koppal dis-
trict. Candidates must
have qualifications such
asM.SW., M.A,M.A.in
Sociology, or M.Sc. in Psy-
chology, along with man-
datory computer knowl-
edge. Preference will be
given to retired Child De-
velopment Project Of-
ficers under 65 years of
age. Applications must be
submitted by January 23
at the office of Project Of-
ficers, Devadasi Rehabili-
tation Scheme, Shop No.
29, Urban Development
Authority, Hospete Road.

E-Property Helpline
Launched by Koppal
District Panchayat

KOPPAL
The Koppal District
Panchayat has launched
a helpline related to the
new e-Property system.
Citizens can call 08539-
221207 for guidance on
e-Property rules, proce-
dures, and queries. To
support the helpline,
Panchayat Development
Officers have beenin-
structed to be present at
the District Panchayat of-
fice till January 31, be-
tween 10:00 AM and 5:30
PM, excluding weekends
and holidays.

' CID Begins Probe into Farmers’ W&
Cooperative Fund Misuse

CID initiates investigation into alleged misuse of crores in Hosakote village
farmers cooperatlve society

HARAPANAHALLI

A CID police team on Tues-
day began investigating al-
leged financial irregularities
in the Primary Agriculture
Credit Cooperative Society of
Hosakote village in Harap-
anahalli taluk. The case in-
volves serious accusations of
misusing farmers’ deposits,
public pigmy funds, and loan
amounts totaling over 34
crore.

The previous secretary of
the society, Bhimappa, is al-
leged to have diverted these
funds for personal gain. The
controversy sparked large
protests from various farmer

organizations in the taluk. Au-
thorities, after reviewing re-
cords in response to the pro-
tests, confirmed evidence of
financial mismanagement.
Earlier, the current presi-
dent of the society, Suresh,

and the board had provided
information to Arasikere po-
lice, who conducted prelimi-
nary inquiries. The apparent
evidence of corruption led
officials to escalate the inves-
tigation to the CID for further

scrutiny.

CID officer Itendra and his
team have begun detailed in-
spections at the cooperative.
Every staff member is being
questioned, and all statements
are being recorded. The offi-
cials are carefully examining
the society’s financial docu-
ments to trace the alleged
misuse of funds.

Authorities have assured
that the investigation will
continue rigorously until all
irregularities are uncovered.
The probe aims to ensure ac-
countability and recover the
misused funds while safe-
guarding the interests of farm-
ers and depositors.

PREPARATORY MEETING HELD FOR
SAVITA MAHARSHI JAYANTI CELEBRATION

GADAG

A preparatory meeting regard-
ing the celebration of Savita
Mabharshi Jayanti was held at
the District Collector’s Office
conference hall in Gadag city.
The meeting was chaired by
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Durgesh K.R.
During the meeting, it was
decided that the exact date for
celebrating Savita Maharshi
Jayanti would be finalized af-
ter discussions between the
district administration and
members of the community.
Officials emphasized that the

celebrations should be orga-
nized in a systematic and
meaningful manner, not only
at the district level but also
across all taluks.

The committee discussed
the importance of following
proper protocol, including
printing invitation cards
and ensuring that the pro-
gram is conducted
smoothly without any
shortcomings. Dr. !
Durgesh K.R. informed
that the event
would include
honoring stu-
dents from

Rare Ancient Artlfacts
Found Again in Lakkundi

GADAG

The historic village of Lak-
kundi in Gadag district has
once again attracted wide-
spread attention after the
discovery of several ancient
and valuable items. Earlier,
the village had made head-
lines across the state when
a treasure weighing nearly
half a kilogram of gold or-
naments was unearthed.
The latest discovery has
further increased curiosity
and excitement among lo-
cals and history lovers.
The recent find was made
by Basappa Badiger, a resi-
dent of Lakkundi who has
been searching for ancient
objects in the area for many
years. During his latest
search, he came across a
collection of rare items
such as pearls, coral, blue
sapphire, crystal stones,
white coral, and black
beads. Experts believe these
materials belong to an an-
cient era and may have his-
torical and archaeological

value. Basappa usually car-
ries out his search after the
monsoon season, as rain
loosens the soil and makes
it easier for buried objects
to come to the surface.
Sources say that he has dis-
covered many ancient items
in the past as well. In every
such case, he has responsi-
bly handed over the recov-
ered materials to the gov-
ernment for proper protec-
tion and research.

Lakkundi is well known
for its ancient temples and
rich cultural heritage, and
these repeated discoveries
have once again highlighted
the village’s historical im-
portance. The recent find-
ings have sparked fresh
discussions among villag-
ers, historians, and re-
searchers about what else
might be hidden beneath
the land.

Many locals strongly be-
lieve that Lakkundi still
holds several undiscovered
treasures from its glorious
past.

the community who have se-
cured the highest marks in
SSLC and PUC examina-
tions. In addition, achievers
from the community who
have excelled in various
fields will be felicitated
during the program.
Detailed discus-
sions were held on
stage arrangements,
' appointment of
' speakers, and in-
stallation of ban-
ners to en-
ure effec-
tive orga-
nization.

The meeting was attended by
officials from the Backward
Classes Welfare Department,
including officer M.A. Tum-
barmatti, Assistant Director
of the Information and Pub-
lic Relations Department
Vasanth Madlur, and office
bearers such as the president,
vice-president, and other
representatives of the com-
munity.

Assistant Director of the
Kannada and Culture De-
partment, Dr. Basavaraj Bal-
lari, welcomed all the partic-
ipants and set the tone for
the meeting.

Special Focus on
Boosting Hostel
Students’ SSLC Results

KOPPAL

Koppal District Collector Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal has empha-
sized that wardens must pay
special attention to improving
SSLC results of students liv-
ing in hostel facilities. Speak-
ing at a preparatory meeting
held at the J.H. Patel hall in
the District Panchayat, he dis-
cussed the launch of a new
initiative called ‘Spoorti
Nade’ for metric pre-hostel
students under the Social
Welfare Department, Back-
ward Classes Welfare Depart-
ment, and Minorities Welfare
Department.

Under this program, stu-
dents living in 82 pre-metric
hostels across the district will
receive free online special
classes every evening from 6
PM to 8 PM. Experienced
teachers will guide them in
difficult subjects like English,
Mathematics, and Science. At
the end of each session, stu-
dents will have the opportuni-
ty to ask questions and re-
ceive clarifications to prepare
effectively for their SSLC
annual exams.

Wardens of all hostels are
instructed to ensure that no
student is left behind and take
necessary steps to improve

Koppal District
authorities launch
‘Spoorti Nade’ program
to help hostel students
improve SSLC results
through daily online
classes and guidance
from experienced
teachers, starting
January 13, 2026.

overall performance. The
government will provide an
honorarium of Rs. 300 per
day to teachers conducting
these online classes.

Deputy Director of Social
Welfare, Ajjappa Sogala, not-
ed that in the first phase, 52%
of students from Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
passed successfully.

Using hostel computers
and online model question
papers, students are now re-
ceiving enhanced exam
preparation.

Officials from the School
Education and Literacy De-
partment, district officers
from welfare departments,
and hostel wardens attended
the meeting, agreeing to co-
operate fully to ensure the
success of the ‘Spoorti Nade’
program and better SSLC re-
sults for all hostel students.

District Administration Introduces
Smart Robots for Cleaner Drains

GADAG

In a move to support sanita-
tion workers, the district ad-
ministration showcased a
new robotic machine de-
signed to clean underground
drains. The demonstration
took place on Tuesday at the
District Administration prem-
ises, and was observed by
District Commissioner C.N.
Shridhar.

The innovative machine,
specially developed to make
drain cleaning safer and more
efficient, is expected to re-
duce the physical strain on
workers and improve overall
sanitation in urban areas.

The event was attended by
several key officials and
community representatives,
including Deputy Secretary
of the Gadag Municipal
Council C.R. Mundargi, Dep-
uty Director of the Social
Welfare Department Dr. Nan-

da Hanbaratti, and nominated
members of the Sanitation
Workers” Committee — Yu-
varaj Ballari, Ramesh Mag-
eri, and Lakshmavva. District
Coordinators Ramesh Kolur,
local authority heads, Taluk
Panchayat Executive Offi-
cers, and other district-level
officials were also present.

The demonstration high-
lighted how technology can
aid public services, making
routine tasks safer and more
effective.

Officials emphasized that
such modern equipment could
play a vital role in maintain-
ing cleanliness in the city’s
drainage systems while pro-
tecting the health and safety
of sanitation workers.

This initiative is part of the
district’s ongoing efforts to
combine innovation with pub-
lic health programs, aiming to
create cleaner and safer urban
environments for residents.

Sanitation Workers’ Welfare and
Safety Fully Secured

GADAG

A review meeting focused on
the welfare of sanitation
workers was held on Tuesday
at the District Administration
Building in Gadag. The meet-
ing was chaired by District
Commissioner C. N. Sridhar
and mainly discussed the
proper implementation of the
Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act. Senior of-
ficers from various depart-
ments attended the meeting.
While addressing the offi-
cials, the District Commis-
sioner said that all govern-
ment benefits meant for sani-
tation workers should reach
the right beneficiaries on
time. He instructed the con-
cerned departments to work
with full responsibility and
honesty so that no eligible

worker is left out. He also
stressed that statutory benefits
such as ESI, PF, and other al-
lowances must be paid regu-
larly and without delay.

DC Sridhar gave special
importance to the health and
safety of sanitation workers.
He directed officials to con-
duct regular health check-ups
and ensure that workers are
provided with good-quality
safety gear. He also asked de-
partments to create awareness
among workers about health
care, hygiene, and workplace
safety. He said that the dignity
and safety of sanitation work-
ers should always be respect-
ed.

The District Commissioner
further announced that ta-
luk-wise reviews would be
carried out to closely monitor
the working and living condi-
tions of sanitation workers

across the district. He clearly
stated that manual scavenging
must not take place under any
circumstances and warned
that strict action would be
taken against violations.

Members of the Sanitation
Workers Committee shared
their concerns during the
meeting and requested quick
solutions to the problems
faced by workers. They also
stressed the need for proper
awareness about the law and
meaningful medical check-
ups.

District Social Welfare
Deputy Director Dr. Nanda
Hanabaratti presented a de-
tailed report on benefits al-
ready provided and future
plans. Zilla Panchayat Deputy
Secretary C. R. Mundaragi
and other district- and ta-
luk-level officials were pres-
ent.

Public Appeal Issued to Trace Missing Eight-Year-Old

GADAG

Nargund Police have appealed
to the public and media for
help in tracing an eight-year-
old boy who went missing
after a temple fair visit.
According to police offi-
cials, a case has been regis-
tered at Nargund Police Sta-
tion under Crime No.
05/2026, Section 137(2) of
BNS-2023, based on a com-
plaint received on January 6,
2026. The complaint was filed

BANKAPURA INSCRIPTIONS DISCOVERY

by Renuka, wife of Ayyappa
Koravar, aged 35, a stationery
trader from North Solapur,
Maharashtra.

As stated in the complaint,
the family had traveled on Jan-
uary 2, 2026, to the Yellamma
temple fair at Saundatti for
business purposes. Renuka,
along with her husband, moth-
er Lakshmibai, and her eight-
year-old son Kumar I. Rahul,
later planned to attend the
Banashankari temple fair at
Badami. While returning, they

boarded a tractor with other
fair visitors and got down near
a water stream on the Saundat-
ti-Nargund road, close to Nar-
gund, around 3:00 pm to take
a bath. Renuka went to bathe,
while her mother and son wait-
ed near the roadside. When she
returned around 4:30 pm, her
mother informed her that Ra-
hul had gone to relieve himself
a few minutes earlier. Despite
waiting and searching nearby
areas for a long time, the child
did not return.

Six Ancient Inscriptions Discovered in Bankapura Village

KOPPAL

Researcher Dr. Imam Saheb
Hadagali has recently discov-
ered six inscriptions in old
Kannada script at different
locations in Bankapura vil-
lage of Kanakagiri taluk. The
letters on these inscriptions
are faint, making them diffi-
cult to read and interpret.
One of the inscriptions is
located on a large black stone
cluster in Galere Holla and
contains six lines in old Kan-
nada. Another, longer three-
line inscription is carved on a
stone by the roadside in the

same area. The third inscrip-
tion is found on a rock in Bu-
rudera Holla and is a long-

line engraving on the ground.
A fourth inscription is lo-
cated on a three-foot stone on

the left side of the road lead-
ing from Bankapura to
Sulekal village. The fifth is a
small two-line inscription
found while traveling toward
Sulekal. The sixth inscription,
consisting of six lines, is
carved on the backside of a
large rock near the left side of
the Kavalu Gopura on Lokap-
payya Maradi and begins with
the words “Sri Guru Krupa,”
according to Dr. Imam.
These inscriptions were ini-
tially documented in 2021
during fieldwork in the area,
but they had not been intro-
duced to the public. Experts

believe that they shed new
light on the history of Kanak-
agiri. For further study, the
inscriptions will be sent to
epigraphy specialists Sha-
ranbasappa Kolkar and Jaji
Devendrappa, and if neces-
sary, to the Mysore ASI for
preservation and analysis.

Dr. Imam also noted that
local students Basavaraj,
Manjunath Huggi, and Ma-
hesh K.B. actively assisted in
locating and documenting
these inscriptions, highlight-
ing the contribution of the
community in preserving his-
torical heritage.

Free Residential School
Admissions Open for 2026-27

GADAG

The State Government has
provided a valuable opportu-
nity for talented students from
economically weaker families
to study in English medium
from Class 6 to Class 10
through government-run resi-
dential schools.

These include Morarji De-
sai, Kittur Rani Chennamma,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, and Smt. In-
dira Gandhi Residential
Schools.

Students admitted to these
schools are not required to
pay any fees. They will re-
ceive free facilities such as
food, accommodation, uni-
forms, textbooks, study mate-
rials, and other essential sup-
port. Along with these facili-
ties, students will be provided
quality education in a safe
and supportive environment.
Admissions are open to stu-
dents belonging to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and
Backward Classes.

The annual income limit for
parents is 32,50,000 for SC,
ST, and Category-1 students,
while it is ¥1,00,000 for stu-
dents from other backward
categories. In Morarji Desali,

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, and Indira
Gandhi Residential Schools,
50 percent of seats are re-
served for girls and 50 per-
cent for boys. In Kittur Rani
Chennamma Residential
Schools, all seats are reserved
exclusively for girls.

At present, 15 residential
schools are functioning in
Gadag district. For the aca-
demic year 2026-27, admis-
sions will be made to Class 6.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Residen-
tial Schools will admit 80 stu-
dents, while other residential
schools will admit 50 students
each.

Eligible candidates must be
permanent residents of Karna-
taka, studying in Class 5 in a
government-recognized
school, and aged between 9
and 13 years. Applications
can be submitted from Janu-
ary 10 to January 25, 2026.

A state-level entrance ex-
amination will be conducted
by the Karnataka Examina-
tion Authority on March 1,
2026 (Sunday), from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at taluk cen-
ters. The exam will consist of
100 multiple-choice ques-
tions, answered through the
OMR method.
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Fight to Protect Rural
Employment Schemes:
Minister H.K. Patil

HUBBALLI
Minister H.K. Patil has
raised concerns over
changes to rural admin-
istration under the cen-
tral government. He
stated that earlier, the
Congress government
had effectively decen-
tralized administration
in villages, ensuring
proper allocation of
government work and
smooth functioning of
bureaucracy. However,
he criticized the current
central government for
disrupting the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, saying it has
been mismanaged and
politicized. Minister Patil
announced that a spe-
cial cabinet meeting will
be held tomorrow to
discuss strategies and
take action to protect
the scheme and ensure
rural workers continue
to receive their rightful
benefits. He empha-
sized the need to fight
for the welfare of villag-
ers and restore the sys-
tem’s efficiency.

Raichur Agriculture
Fair Invites Farmer
Award Applications

KOPPAL
The University of Agri-
cultural Sciences, Rai-
chur, will host the
2026 Raichur Agricul-
ture Fair at its main
campus in January. As
part of the event, the
best farmer and out-
standing farm woman
from each district of
Kalyana Karnataka will
be recognized with cer-
tificates and awards.
Eligible farmers and
farm women are invit-
ed to apply for these
honors. The fair also
aims to educate farm-
ers about new agricul-
tural technologies and
motivate them to
adopt modern farming
methods. Application
forms for the awards
can be obtained from
district Agricultural
Science Centres, Krishi
Vigyan Kendras, or the
university’s website:
https://uasraichur.kar-
nataka.gov.in. Com-
pleted forms must be
submitted to the re-
spective district cen-
tres by January 16,
2026.

Appeal for
Helpin Locating
Missing Boy

KOPPAL
A15-year-11-month-old
boy named Santosh T.
Rudrappa Maddina, a
resident of Tavargeera
town, Kushtagi Taluk, has
gone missing. He lived in
the Gavimath hostel and
was studying in 10th
grade there. A missing
person case has been
registered at the city
Women'’s Police Station
(Case No. 86/2025, Sec-
tion137(2) BNS). The
boy’s mother, Kamalam-
ma Rudrappa Maddina,
reported that he went
missing on December 8
around 12:30 PM while
she was taking him back
to their village. He disap-
peared near Koppal
APMC, and there is con-
cern that he may have
been abducted.
Description: Height
about 4.5 feet, fair com-
plexion, normal build,
wearing a light green
patterned shirt and
brown pants on the day
he went missing.
Anyone with information
is requested to contact
Women’s Police Station:
08539-221233, Pl
8073476715, Investigat-
ing Officer Shashikala:
8217391502, or Koppal
Police Control Room:
9480803700.

' Public Input Invited for Gadag
Budget Planning 2026-2027

Gadag District Commissioner urges citizens to share suggestions
for the 2026-2027 budget proposals

GADAG

District Commissioner C.N.
Shridhar stated that public
participation is crucial for
preparing the 2026-27 bud-
get. He encouraged citizens
to freely provide their sug-
gestions and feedback to help
design plans that benefit the
city and its residents.
Speaking at the prelimi-
nary budget consultation
meeting held on Monday at
the Betageri City Council
hall, Shridhar emphasized
that cooperation between lo-
cal authorities and citizens is
essential to make Gadag a
cleaner, well-planned, and
developed city. Public input
will serve as a guide to shape

effective plans for the com-
munity.

City Council Commission-
er Rajaram Pawar added that
all stakeholders must work
together to find lasting solu-
tions to the city’s challenges.

The council is ready to re-
ceive suggestions at the early
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budget stage to ensure citi-
zens’ needs are addressed.
Residents suggested sever-
al improvements, including
better collection of commer-
cial shop taxes to increase
council revenue, develop-
ment of libraries, and con-
struction of women’s re-

strooms in the cloth market.
Other recommendations in-
cluded converting B-account
holders to A-accounts, open-
ing separate counters for se-
nior citizens and different-
ly-abled residents, extending
laptop facilities to SC stu-
dents, constructing toilets in
slum areas, developing pub-
lic parks, managing traffic
through new parking arrange-
ments, setting aside budgets
for settlement areas, and reg-
ularizing unauthorized shops
to boost tax income.

The meeting was attended
by city council members, au-
ditors, officials, and local res-
idents, who actively partici-
pated in shaping the city’s
future plans.

Minister Reflects on One Year
since Car Accident

BELAGAVI

Minister Lakshmi Hebbalkar
remembered the road accident
she experienced last year.
Speaking at an event in Sahy-
adri Nagar, Belagavi, she
said, “It has been one year
since my car accident. If
things had gone slightly dif-
ferently, we might have been
celebrating the anniversary
differently. I continue to serve
with your blessings.”
Hebbalkar shared her vision
of growing like leaders Sidda-
ramaiah and Yediyurappa.
She expressed her ambition to
become a popular leader
while emphasizing that she
has avoided unnecessary con-
flicts, caste politics, or pres-

suring the police during her
tenure as a legislator.

She highlighted that her
constituency has remained
peaceful, calling it a “garden
of harmony” as described by
Kuvempu. “We should live
together in unity and support
one another,” she said. Re-
flecting on the accident, she
added, “T remember the ad-

vice of my elder Yuvaraj
Anna: don’t roam recklessly.
That experience strengthened
my determination to achieve,
make a name for myself, and
work for the people.”

Hebbalkar admitted her
strong desire to be recognized
as a people’s leader. She com-
pared her aspirations to popu-
lar leaders like Siddaramaiah
and Yediyurappa, saying she
hopes to earn similar respect
and support from the public.
She concluded by encourag-
ing unity, service, and dedica-
tion to the community, noting
that the accident, though un-
fortunate, has motivated her
to work harder and remain
focused on her political and
social goals.

[llegal Houses Cleared from
Government Land in Amminabavi

DHARWAD

In Amminabavi village of
Dharwad taluk, several ille-
gal houses and sheds built
on government land were
demolished. A JCB was
brought in to remove the
structures after repeated
warnings to the owners
failed.

The Gram Panchayat had
earlier instructed the resi-
dents to vacate the land, as
it belongs to the govern-
ment. Many villagers had
constructed houses and
temporary sheds without
permission. Despite notices
from the authorities, the
owners did not remove their
structures. Following the
instructions of the Tahsil-
dar, the JCB was deployed
to clear the illegal en-
croachments. The demoli-
tion work faced some oppo-
sition from the affected
residents, who requested
the Panchayat to provide

alternative housing arrange-
ments before eviction. Lo-
cal officials stated that the
action was necessary to
protect government proper-
ty and ensure proper use of
public land. District and
village authorities empha-
sized that such measures
are part of ongoing efforts
to maintain law and order,
prevent unauthorized con-
struction, and promote
proper urban planning.
They also urged residents to
cooperate with government

instructions to avoid such
situations in the future.
The Gram Panchayat as-
sured that while the evic-
tion was necessary, efforts
would be made to support
displaced families with
guidance on legal housing
options. The exercise high-
lighted the importance of
following government reg-
ulations and avoiding con-
struction on public land,
ensuring that development
in the village proceeds in an
organized manner.

Tobacco-Free
Youth Campaign
Organized on
National Youth
Day

KOPPAL

On the occasion of National
Youth Day, a Tobacco-Free
Youth Campaign was orga-
nized jointly by the District
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, District Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Department, Dis-
trict Surveillance Unit, Na-
tional Tobacco Control Cell,
Koppal, and APJ Abdul Ka-
lam Residency School, Linga-
dahalli. Speaking at the event,
District Health Education Of-
ficer Shivananad V.P. said the
campaign aims to raise aware-
ness among young people
about the harmful effects of
tobacco use. He explained
that the Government of India
introduced the COTPA Act,
2003 to protect the public
from tobacco-related harm.
Under this law, smoking in
public places is prohibited
(Section 4), direct and indi-
rect advertising of tobacco
products is banned (Section
5), and selling tobacco to mi-
nors under 21 is illegal (Sec-
tion 6). Selling tobacco within
100 yards of educational insti-
tutions is also a punishable
offense. Violations of these
rules can lead to fines and im-
prisonment under Section 20
of the Act. The students par-
ticipating in the campaign en-
couraged their communities
to avoid tobacco use and cre-
ate tobacco-free environ-
ments. They highlighted the
risks of tobacco, including
cancer, heart disease, respira-
tory illnesses, and oral diseas-
es. According to the World
Health Organization, each
cigarette or bidi reduces life
expectancy by about 7 min-
utes. NTCP social worker
Saraswati emphasized that
every year on May 31, the
world observes Tobacco-Free
Day to educate people about
tobacco’s dangers.

BIKE THEFT ISSUE PUTS TWO-WHEELER MECHANICS UNDER STRESS

DHARWAD

Growing bike theft cases in the
twin cities are creating serious
problems for innocent
two-wheeler garage mechanics.
Two-wheeler mechanics working
in Hubballi and Dharwad are fac-

ing increasing trouble due to the
rising number of bike thefts in
the twin cities. The Two-Wheeler
Repair Welfare Association has
submitted an appeal to Police
Commissioner (DCP) Shashiku-
mar, requesting immediate action
to control bike thefts and protect

honest mechanics from unneces-
sary harassment. According to
the association, bike thieves often
steal vehicles from busy areas
and later leave the stolen bikes at
local garages for repair or tempo-
rary storage. When such vehicles
are traced, police sometimes take

garage mechanics to police sta-
tions for questioning, even
though they have no connection
with the theft. The association
stated that many mechanics are
being troubled despite earning an
honest living and cooperating
with the police.

Yelavigi Villagers Felicitate
Temple Donor Dr. Prasad

YELAVIGI

The villagers of Yelavigi in Sa-
vanur taluk, Haveri district,
warmly felicitated Dr. C.H.V.S.V.
Prasad, the donor of idols for the
newly built Ambigara Chow-
daiah and Gangaparameshwari
temples. The felicitation took
place during the birthday celebra-
tions of Dr. Prasad, who is also
the owner of the Swarna Group
of Companies. The villagers ex-
pressed their gratitude and appre-
ciation for his generous contribu-

tion, which has greatly enriched
the spiritual and cultural life of
the community. The event high-
lighted the strong bond between
the villagers and Dr. Prasad, re-
flecting the respect and admira-
tion he enjoys for his philanthrop-
ic efforts.Several prominent mem-
bers of the community attended
the ceremony, including Yalpappa
Badigera, Shankarappa Mali,
Parasappa Badigera, Maunesh
Meli, Gurubasappa Surangi, Nin-
gappa Surangi, Hanumant Desalli,
and Abhishek Badigera.

| RTTACK ALLEGRTION UPDATE |

HUBBALLI

Another case of alleged cor-
ruption has emerged from
Adaragunchi Gram Panchayat
in Hubballi taluk, drawing at-
tention to irregularities in lo-
cal governance. Serious alle-
gations have been made
against the Panchayat Devel-
opment Officer (PDO) Am-
rutha Hadapada and Taluk
Panchayat Designated Officer
Basavaraj N. Gowda.

The controversy revolves
around the desilting and
pitching work of Mokashi
Lake, carried out under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS). Vil-
lagers of Kotagondahunshi
have filed a complaint with
the Lokayukta office, claim-
ing that lakhs of rupees were
siphoned off in the names of
“ghost” workers who never
actually participated in the
project. This is not the first
time PDO Amrutha Hadapada
has been accused of misap-
propriating funds. Hpraigh-
lighted irregularities involv-
ing misuse of SC/ST funds
meant for electric lighting,
sewer cleaning, and other
NREGA works. Allegedly,
bills were forged, and money
meant for development proj-
ects was diverted. Despite
multiple complaints to the Ta-
luk Panchayat and Dharwad
Zilla Panchayat, no action
was reportedly taken by au-
thorities. The latest allega-
tions suggest a continued pat-

HUBBALLI

A tragic hit-and-run acci-
dent early Tuesday morn-
ing near Kiresur village on
the national highway left
one young biker dead and
his companion seriously
injured.

The deceased has been
identified as Sharif Sab
Babu Sab Seemikeri (35)
from Keluru village, Huna-
gund taluk.

His friend and pillion
rider, Durgesh Waddar
(30), also from the same
village, sustained serious
injuries and was immedi-
ately admitted to a nearby
hospital for treatment.

According to eyewit-
nesses, Sharif Sab and
Durgesh were riding a
two-wheeler after 4 a.m.
when an unidentified vehi-
cle suddenly struck them
near Kiresur village.

The vehicle fled the
scene before anyone could
react. Both victims were
thrown onto the road by
the impact. Sharif Sab sus-
tained severe injuries and
was declared dead at the
site, while Durgesh was
rushed to the hospital in

Hit-and-Run Crash
Claims Young Biker’s Life

Another Corruption
Scandal Uncovered in
Adaragunchi Panchayat

Allegations have
surfaced against
Adaragunchi Gram
Panchayat officials
for misusing
MGNREGS funds,
with villagers
accusing PDO
Amrutha Hadapada
of looting money in
the name of fake
workers.

tern of mismanagement and
illegal activity by the same
officials. Villagers expressed
frustration over the lack of
response from the local ad-
ministration and stressed that
repeated inaction allows such
practices to continue un-
checked. It remains uncertain
whether the authorities will
initiate a proper investigation
into the current allegations.
The villagers, meanwhile,
hope that filing complaints
with the Lokayukta and high-
lighting the issue publicly will
force action and prevent fur-
ther misuse of government
funds intended for the welfare
of the local community.

critical condition.

Senior officers from the
Hubballi Rural Police Sta-
tion visited the accident
site to investigate the cir-
cumstances.

The deceased’s body has
been sent to KIMS Hospi-
tal, Hubballi, for postmor-
tem examination.

The police have regis-
tered a case in connec-
tion with the hit-and-run
accident. Authorities are
actively searching for the
fleeing vehicle and its
driver. A detailed inves-
tigation is underway,
with the aim of identify-
ing and apprehending the
perpetrator to ensure jus-
tice for the victims.

The incident has raised
concerns among locals
about road safety, espe-
cially during early morn-
ing hours, and under-
scores the need for strict-
er traffic enforcement to
prevent similar tragedies.

Police have urged wit-
nesses or anyone with
information about the
vehicle involved to come
forward immediately to
assist in the investiga-
tion.

Politician Alleges Plot to Attack Shriramulu

BALLARI

MLA Janardhan Reddy ac-
cused fellow politician Bharat
Reddy and his associate
Satish Reddy of plotting to
attack Sriramulu. Speaking at
a press conference, Janardhan
Reddy released a video claim-
ing that the attackers had de-
liberately targeted Sriramulu.

According to the MLA,
during the installation of a
banner, Satish Reddy alleged-
ly used derogatory remarks
about Sriramulu’s caste in

Telugu and instructed his sup-
porters to attack him. “He re-
portedly said, ‘If we let him
go now, we won’t get another

chance, hit him,”” Janardhan
Reddy stated. The MLA em-
phasized that this indicates
the attack was premeditated.
Janardhan Reddy further
added that, apart from some
minor bullet marks at the lo-
cation, no major harm oc-
curred. He also pointed out
that senior police officials,
including ASP Ravikumar and
DYSP Chandrakant Nan-
dareddy, were not included in
the case investigation. Due to
this, he announced plans to
file a writ petition in court to

ensure proper legal action.

The MLA stressed that po-
litical violence and threats
based on caste or personal
enmity are unacceptable and
called for a thorough investi-
gation.

He urged authorities to
take strict action against
those involved to prevent fu-
ture incidents and maintain
law and order. The press con-
ference highlighted growing
concerns over safety and ac-
countability in the region’s
political environment.
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Preparatory Meeting
for Jayanti
Celebrations on Jan16

Chitradurga
A preparatory meeting
has been scheduled on
Jan 16 at the District
Commissioner’s office to
plan the upcoming Savi-
ta Maharshi and Madiva-
la Machideva Jayanti cel-
ebrations. Preliminary
meetings will discuss the
Savita Maharshi Jayanti
onJan25at11 AM and
the Madivala Machideva
Jayantion Feb1at 11:30
AM. The meetings will be
presided over by District
Commissioner T. Ven-
katesh. Representatives,
district officials, and
community leaders are
invited to participate
and provide guidance.
Dr. B.M. Gurunath, Assis-
tant Director of Kanna-
da and Culture Depart-
ment, requested active
involvement to ensure
smooth and organized
celebrations.

Olympic Games Mark a new
Chapter in Tumakuru’s history: GP

TUMAKURU

Tumakuru will script a new
chapter in its history by hosting
the Karnataka Olympic Games
from January 16 to 22, said
Home Minister and District In-
charge Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara. He described
the event as a landmark occa-
sion for the district.

Speaking on Tuesday after
inaugurating the pre-event cel-
ebrations, unveiling the name-
plate of the indoor stadium, and
laying the foundation stone for
its renovation at the city’s in-
door sports complex, the min-
ister said hosting a state-level
Olympic event in Tumakuru
was a historic achievement. He
noted that no such state-level
games had been held in the dis-
trict earlier. By persuading the
Karnataka Olympic Associa-
tion leadership, Tumakuru se-
cured this prestigious opportu-
nity, and the event would be
organised on a grand scale un-
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matched by any other district,
he said.

Dr. Parameshwara stated that
national and international ath-
letes, along with several digni-
taries, would participate in the
games. Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah will inaugurate the event
on January 16, while the Gov-
ernor will deliver the valedicto-
ry address on January 22. All
preparations have been com-
pleted to ensure the games are
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conducted in a celebratory
manner.

Every year, between 5,000
and 10,000 athletes take part
in state-level competitions,
and the Karnataka Olympic
Association aims to groom at
least 500 athletes to compete
at the Asian level. In this con-
text, hosting the games in Tu-
makuru would mark a new
beginning for local athletes
and youth, opening fresh op-

portunities in sports.

The minister also said that
sports are being actively pro-
moted in the district, with plans
to complete an international
cricket stadium within a year to
host global-level matches in
Tumakuru.

Addressing objections to
naming the indoor stadium after
him, Dr. Parameshwara clarified
that he is a sportsperson himself
and that the honour recognises
his long-standing contributions
and services to the district and
the sports sector.

Karnataka Olympic Associa-
tion President and MLA Dr. K.
Govindaraj praised the organi-
sational efforts and highlighted
Dr. Parameshwara’s significant
contributions to sports over the
past 25 years. Sports Depart-
ment Commissioner Chetan
noted that Tumakuru’s proxim-
ity to Bengaluru and its infra-
structure made it an ideal ven-
ue, especially benefiting rural
athletes and local youth.

Unlocking Talent is
Key to Achievement:
MLA Ravikumar

MANDYA

Children can achieve suc-
cess only when their in-
nate talents are recognized
and nurtured, said Mandya
Assembly constituency
MLA Ravikumar. He was
speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the 2025-26 Dis-
trict-Level Pratibha Karan-
ja and Cultural Festival
organized by the District
Administration, Zilla Pan-
chayat, and Mandya
School Education Depart-
ment at St. Joseph’s High
School campus in Man-
dya. The event was inau-
gurated by lighting a cere-
monial lamp.

MLA Ravikumar em-
phasized that students
should actively participate
not only in academic stud-
ies but also in extracurric-
ular activities. He encour-
aged students to aim for
high positions such as IAS

serve society, highlighting
that the future of India
rests on the aspirations and
efforts of its youth. “Chil-
dren must dream big and
work diligently to realize
those dreams,” he said.
District Commissioner
Dr. Kumar stressed the im-
portance of providing chil-
dren with platforms to ex-
plore and showcase their
talents, noting that every
child possesses unique
abilities that may remain
hidden without proper op-
portunities. Pratibha
Karanja serves as an ex-
cellent platform for identi-
fying and nurturing such

Chitradurga Tops State in
‘Ganita Ganaka’ Programme

CHITRADURGA

Chitradurga district has
emerged as the top-per-
forming district in Karna-
taka in the implementa-
tion of the “Ganita Gana-
ka” programme, a special
initiative aimed at
strengthening founda-
tional numeracy among
primary school children,
said Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer
Dr. S. Akash.

Ganita Ganaka is an
evidence-backed flagship
programme of the Karna-
taka government, intro-
duced from the 2024-25
academic year to im-
prove basic numeracy
skills among students of
Classes 3, 4 and 5 in gov-
ernment schools. The
programme uses a unique
phone-based tutoring
model, wherein govern-
ment school teachers
conduct weekly one-on-
one tutoring calls with
students. These calls are
held in the presence of
parents or guardians,
making parental involve-
ment a key feature of the
initiative.

This year, Chitradurga
achieved outstanding re-
sults by initiating teacher
training as early as the
first week of November
and launching the pro-

gramme ahead of many
other districts. Across
151 clusters, teachers
from 1,586 schools ac-
tively participated in and
completed the first cycle
of the programme. Over
9,000 students benefited,
with each child receiving
four structured tutoring
calls over a six-week pe-
riod, including orienta-
tion and assessment calls.
Chitradurga is also
among the few districts
to successfully begin the
second cycle within the
same academic year.
Several inspiring in-
stances were reported
during implementation. In
one case, a headmaster
arranged a mobile phone
for a student lacking ac-
cess. Teachers also ob-
served increased confi-
dence among usually qui-
et students during phone-
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based tutoring sessions. In
some schools, teachers
went beyond require-
ments by introducing
three-digit calculations
after students mastered
two-digit operations.

Parental participation,
especially from mothers,
increased significantly,
with some parents even
purchasing phones to
support their children’s
learning. Data analysis
showed clear learning
gains, with students solv-
ing two-digit division
problems rising from 2%
to 22%. On average, stu-
dents learned 2.3 new
math operations within
one cycle. Dr. Akash said
the collective efforts of
teachers, institutions and
parents have strength-
ened foundational learn-
ing outcomes across the
district.

CHITRADURGA

Student Chetana: AYUSH Service
Program Launched in Challakere

healthcare centers in Chitradurga district,

The Student Chetana — AYUSH Ser-
vice Program was inaugurated on
Tuesday at the Morarji Desai Hostel
(Scheduled Caste category) on Pavaga-
da Road in Challakere city.

The program was formally launched
by Dr. Chandrakant S. Nagasamudra,
District AYUSH Officer, who poured
water on medicinal plants to mark the
occasion. He highlighted the signifi-
cance of the Student Chetana program
to the students and provided insights
into the various services offered under
the AYUSH department. During the
event, the AYUSH Handbook was re-
leased to help students understand the
practices and facilities available.

Dr. Bommann from the AYUSH de-
partment spoke in detail about AYUSH
therapies and treatment methods. He also
shared information about hospitals and

including the district hospital, where stu-
dents could access AYUSH services.

The program was presided over by
Revanasiddeshwara, Principal of the
hostel, who emphasized that the Stu-
dent Chetana initiative is an excellent
platform for students to learn about
health and wellness and adopt a holis-
tic, healthy lifestyle.

Dr. R.D. Channabasavaraj provided
an overview of the program’s structure
and listed the activities planned under
Student Chetana. The event was at-
tended by the hostel’s Vice-Principal
Anil and the students, who actively
participated in the inauguration.

The initiative aims to familiarize stu-
dents with traditional AYUSH practic-
es while promoting overall well-being
and encouraging healthy lifestyle hab-
its through interactive learning and
departmental guidance.

and ITF officers and to talents.

|DIPR/DDMYS/1500/KSMCA/850/2025-26

Government of Karnataka
Public Works Department
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Mysuru Division, Mysuru.
E-mail: eepwdmys21@gmail.com
Phone No. & Fax No. 0821-2420810
IFT No. 22/2025-26/Call-2 Dt.09.01.2026
ITEM WISE TENDER NOTIFICATION

On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka, Executive
Engineer, Public Works Department has published
item wise Tender notification for works approved H/A:
5054-04-337-0-01-154 Improvements with KW-4
Conditions & Regulations with Two cover systems. The
Amount Put to Tender is Rs.762.29 Lakhs and
maximum EMD amount is Rs.11.43 Lakhs Pre bid
Meeting will be held in the undersigned office at 11.00
A.M on 23.01.2026. Tenders shall be Submitted in
KPP-Portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from
09.01.2026 to 09.02.2026 within 17.00 PM. KPWD
Class-1 More details can be obtained from the office of
the under Signed during office hours. Any amendments
or modifications in tender notification will be published
in KPP-Portal Only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Public Works Department,
Mysuru Division, Mysuru

CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact; 080-41209042

I, MUNEER AHMED
MAHMOOD SHAKIR,
S/o0 S M Shakir, resident
No 42/1, Harris
Road Benson Town,
Bengaluru-560046,
have changed my
name to SYED
MUNEER AHMED,
vide affidavit dated:
13.01.2026, before
Notary G. DAYANANDA,
Bangalore

_NAME CHANGE _Jf  NAME CHANGE

I, ROSHAN ALI
MAZAHER HUSSAIN,
S/o Mazaher Hussain,

resident No 20/2,
Shanthinagar Main
Road, Nanjappa Circle,
B Street, Wilson Garden,
Bengaluru- 560027,
have changed my name
to M ROSHAN ALI,
vide affidavit dated:
13.01.2026, before
Notary G. DAYANANDA,
Bangalore

 NAME CHANGE Y NAME CHANGE

I, ARFATH ARA ASLAM,
W/o. Naveed Pasha,
Resident of No. 34- 35,
2nd Main 2nd Cross,
Jamia Masjid Road,
Gangondanahalli,
Nayandahalli,
Bengaluru-560039, have
changed my name to
ARFATH ARA. Vide
Affidavit Dated: 31.12.2025
before notary PRAKASH
A.C, Bengaluru.

I, TASMIYA BANO, D/o,
Nazim Pasha, Resident
of No,3775,15th Ward
2nd Cross Tippu Circle

Mahaboob Nagar
Ramanagar, district,
562159, have changed
my name to TASMIYA
BANU, vide affidavit dated:
13.01.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA
RAO, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE |

[ IMTIAZ KHAN MASTAN
KHAN S/o Mastan Khan
Resident of No.42 2nd
floor M Cross Beside
Ya Rasoolullah Masjid
New Guruppanapalya
Dharmaram College
Post Bengaluru-560029
have changed my name
to IMTIAZ KHAN
Vide Affidavit Dated:
08.12.2026 before notary
R.BASAVARAJA Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE |

I, JABINABI W/o Akil
Shariff Resident of
Ganagaluru Village
Hosakote Taluk
Bengaluru Rural -562114
have changed my name
to JABINA BEGAM,
vide affidavit dated:

13.01.2026 before notary
V. RAJASHEKHAR A

_ NAME CHANGE |

I, MOHAMMED AMER
KHAN , S/o, Mohammed
Khader Khan, Resident of
No 1627,B M Road Cross
Yarab Nagar Channapatna
Dist,562160, have changed
my name to MOHD AMER
KHAN , vide affidavit dated:
13.01.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA
RAO, Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE |

[, LEELAMANI NANDAHALLI
THIMMAPPA , W/o,
Venkatesh Venkataramaiah,
Resident of No
356/73/C,15th Cross Kareem
Sab Layout Srigandha
Nagar Hegganahalli
Bengaluru Dist, 560091,
have changed my name to
LEELA , vide affidavit dated:
13.01.2026 before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAOQ,

[Pursuant to Rule 30(6) (a) of the
Companies (Incorporation) Rules,
2014]

ADVERTISEMENT TO BE
PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSPAPER
FOR CHANGE OF REGISTERED
OFFICE OF THE COMPANY FROM
ONE STATE TO ANOTHER
Before the Central Government
Southern Region
In the matter of the Companies Act,
2013, Section 13(4) of Companies
Act, 2013 and Rule 30(6)(a) of the
Companies (Incorporation) Rules,
2014 AND

In the matter of
TRUWO LIVING PRIVATE LIMITED,
CIN: U55101KA2023PTC181932,
having its registered office at
F No C, #1102, Vaishnavi Terraces,
JP Nagar VIII phase, Bangalore,
Karnataka 560076, ... Petitioner
Notice is hereby given to the general
public that the company proposes to
make an application to the Central
Government under Section 13 of the
Companies Act, 2013 seeking
confirmation of alteration of the
Memorandum of Association of the
company, in terms of the special
resolution passed at the Extra
Ordinary General Meeting held on
31/12/2025, to enable the company
to change its registered office from
the State of Karnataka to the State of
Tamil Nadu.
Any person whose interest is likely to
be affected by the proposed change of
the registered office of the company
may deliver or cause to be delivered
or send by registered post his/her
objections supported by an affidavit
stating the nature of his/her interest
and grounds of opposition to the
Regional Director, Southern Region,
Ministry of Corporate Affairs,
Bangalore, within fourteen days from
the date of publication of this notice,
with a copy to the applicant company,
at its registered office mentioned
below:

Truwo Living Private Limited
F No C, #1102, Vaishnavi Terraces,

JP Nagar VIII phase, Bangalore,

Public Works Department
Chikkaballapur Division, Chikkaballapur

I.F.T No.16/2025-26 Date: 06.01.2026

(For Road/bridge - Const Works/Building(maint) —As
per SBD KW 2 & 4 in Two Tender Document System
(Two Cover)

On behalf of The Governor of Karnataka, as per KPPP Act
2000, the undersigned invite tenders for works in two cover
system through KPP Portal from eligible contractors
registered in PWD. Those interested in participating in the
tender can submit the tenders from Date: 08.01.2026 to
16.01.2026 & 07.02.2026 up to 03:00 pm. Further details
may be obtained from the above office during hours on works

days or from websites https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- EE, PWD Division, Chikkaballapur.
DIPR/CHIKKABALLAPUR/R.O.NO:359/KSMCA/2025-26

_NAME CHANGE |

I, DEVARAJA
CHANDRAPPA , S/o,
Chandrappa, Resident
of No 356/73/C,15th

Cross Kareem Sab
Layout Srigandha Nagar
Hegganahalli Bengaluru

Dist, 560091, have

changed my name to
DEVARAJ CHANDRAPPA
, vide affidavit dated:
13.01.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA
RAO, Bengaluru.

[, NITIN S/o MANJULA D,
R/o Darji street, Ambedkar

Bhavana, Chikmagalur,

Chikkamagalur,
Karnataka-577101, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as NITIN RAJ.

Zilla Panchayath Kolar-563101
Office of the Executive Engineer Panchayath Raj
Engineering Division Kolar-563101
Phone No: 08152-222570, e-mail: eepredkolar1@gmail.com
No: 22/2025-26 Date: 06.01.2026

Two Cover System Tender Notice
(Through e-Procurment KW-1V)

On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka as per KTPP Act
2000 item rate tenders were invited in two cover system
(SBD) in the forms KW-IV through e-procurement from
authorized PWD contractors registered in appropriate class
for the work of Improvements to Asphalt Roads From NH
Main Road to Nernahalli Village Road in Hutturu GP in Kolar
Taluk and Kolar District In the KW-IV forms vide Indent No:
RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT21798 Average
Amount put to tender from Amount: 131.00 lakhs The
contractor’s are requested for participate in e-Tender through
GOK website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in last date for
submission of tender application and uploading tender forms
through website from dt: 29.01.2026 up to 4.00pm and date
of opening of technical bids in e-portal on date: 30.01.2026
at 4.30 pm. The eligible technically qualified contractors the
date of opening of financial bids will be intimated. The
notification can be obtained from the e-procurement portal.
Further details can be had from the above office on all working
days in working hours. E-Procurement helpline No’s for tender
clarification with respect uploading and downloading you can
contact: 91 9240214000 & +91 9240214001.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, PRE Division, Kolar
DIPR/KOLAR/RO:443/KSMCA/2025-26

Government of Karnataka
RURAL DRINKING WATER & SANITATION
DEPARTMENT Office of Executive Engineer,
Rural Water Supply & Sanitation Division Belagavi
Near Krishna Devaraya Circle,
1" Floor of PRED Division, Nehru Nagar -590010

No.RDW&S/ BGM/PB-1,2,384/TND- 18/ KW- 1,283/2025-26 /1951 Dated: 12/01/2026

ITEM RATE TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(E-PROCUREMENT)

1) The Executive Engineer, RDW&S Division, Belgaum invites
item rate tenders on behalf of Governor of Karnataka State
Government from the eligible contractors 1l) Indent
Number: 9814, 9233/CALL-2 Calendar events are as follows :
i) Last date & time for receipt of tenders through e-portal: 22-
01-2026 before 17:00 hours. i) Date of Opening of Technical
Bid : 23-01-2026 before 11:00 Hours iv)Date of Opening of
Financial Bid : After Technical Bid approval 1V) Amount put to
Tender, EMD, work completion period, Class of contractor
Leligibility criteria are as published in e-procurement portal.
(Including Rainy Season).

More details can be had from the office of the undersigned

A tender is invited from

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chikkamagaluru District, Chikkamagaluru.
District Urban Development Cell, Chikkamagaluru

E-Mail:- ka.chikkamagaluru.dudc@gmail.com

1115470: File No.- DUDCCK-ENGGOMISC/4/2026-ENG

Department for the execution of the following works under the Chief Minister's
Infrastructure Development Scheme 2025-26, through the rules & regulations of
the Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). Interested
contractors may submit their tenders subject to the conditions.

Tel: 08262-239010

Date: 03.01.2026
e-Procurement Tender Notice
eligible contractors registered wit

the Public Works

/kppp.karnataka.gov.in. If

Sl Details of Work I'\(';:T?:'Igz:l;m Reservation E'M'(li)';ﬁ:;’unt
1 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53095 100.00 General | 84,600.00
2 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53153 100.00 ST 42,350.00
3 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53154 100.00 General | 84,650.00
4 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53155 100.00 SC 42,350.00
5 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53156 97.00 General | 82,200.00
6 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53158 90.00 General | 76,000.00
7 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53159 95.00 Class-1A | 40,175.00
8 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53160 100.00 General | 84,650.00
9 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53161 100.00 SC 42,375.00
10 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53163 100.00 Class-2A | 42,350.00
11 DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53164 68.00 General | 57,600.00
Price of Tender Form / documents : As per e-Procurement. Duration : 06 months

(excluding rainy season). 1. Last date for submission of tender on the e-Procurement
Portal: 22.01.2026 up to 17.00 hrs. 2. Date of opening of technical bid: 23.01.2026 at
17.30 hrs. 3. Date of receipt of financial bid: 27.01.2026 at 11.00 hrs.

Further details are available during the working hours of this office and at https:/

there are any changes due to any reason, they will be

Bengaluru. Bengaluru. Karnataka 560076. : : ] ooV
galuru 9 For and on behalf of the Applicant ade?ISﬁ_thril;gh;NebS'tﬁ :tt[')lslI{/I;pppllr:rnatakafciy|n by published only in the e-portal. They will not be published in the newspapers. The
Dot :\T[lll:vg[lczl:iandra Chintakuntla | || clickinglist of Tenders whic WISd? E;c;iutisstli\:mlgirn:zé:t- contractors can check on the KPPP portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
ate: 14-01- - ) . . - .
Place: Bangalore DIPRBGMRONOAGKSHCA025.25 RDW&S Division, Belgaum Sd/- The Executive-Engineer,District Urban Development Cell,Chikkamagaluru
DIPR/ckm/No.70/ksmca/140/1619



O ibcworldnews.com

C ITY ; H I L I GHT S WEDNESDAY » JANUARY 14, 2026

BIerii® TenET,

@@E SN TFLZORTW

Do OO BonLvRTs, 33_6;5@6 Of wBIRO, 09 (“3“5’ OF IBIIIE, QOFPL) Tows 02
Volume 161 BENGALURU, FRIDAY 09, JANUARY, 2026 (PUSHYA, 19, SHAKAVARSHA, 1947) Issue 07
won 3
[TFTT 3030 QB3NS m@%réd 3 %@eoﬁo TRRTONIR TOWORAT WVRBAWIND

STRs-V

0% LOINTTH, STEUS dﬁ FNOTL, SoRed FIS, LBoNBRTL.

[Booreds 3mHmR Johzw-5, 20(1) (V)]

BRI JFoHoHY TTBIFFS, THRT JOTOTE T, THRTTHH DT THRTTITPED F06H-20133 300 —11(1)3 23R WRTRWN

Toa3:Br 0/ BRTR /0. DZWFIT —2sT-2/52/2025-26 D003:07.01.2026
TOTERIT QB EITYN ©0BT B[RS SRewIMON WONERD MBROTT XY, VEIITY, TDORR, POWR TBREWY, ITWFIT MY 33 I9NT ODRRVONY TEBATLT  BNEDNY  AHESION
wwééﬁéomdagdo&om ATOFTRY) PoORTT. 85 odeendn mﬁ:‘%@es THOHORY TOTTJF T, BHT TOTOTT 53%, VT TR 20T TTT RTIFEd F0H~2013 (20133 30T, QIO 50938: 30)% TN
BoOF W3 mmééé @s“mmasoé Q00T 23-07-2019003 22007} 2000TVES BRIOET THOHONY TOTTIF T, ART TOTTT TR, TIT DR B TTT'AWRE R (FTF 3T STRTB) g0 — 2019 (20193 BZoFE33
VO 50935; 16)3 320-10(2)3B RO TWOHRO DEIOR-II & Il TYT YOTWOPRTR, VJWANRTOOT LTDCRS Je® TFOFTT 30938: BT.8.30.14020.35,2.2025 DT90F: 23-09-20253 5933
©HBRBVICNT), BRTRIZCINTY, 85 WHARBT Tt BITY DT0OT: 18-10-2025 TOW TBLITINTIIT.
STRTOOT 88 m@s B@m@cﬂef)owd BRIDET w%oﬂaofo@ TOOTBFFE, AT BOTZITT T3, wéo@wwé Y TTTRBIFED F0H~2013 (20133 3e0T LHICHT ~0@3 30)3 300-12 et TEFT WHTT
BORCZTOE 71T SO3NTW, FIF 3T T mocs@ aﬁoﬁm& QRONR PHTT ReBoONS.
B3 BN ‘?&»es %em DBFLABY FTFTHOT FeNIOL, Breedtosonend ©gme 8 U7 [SPERHOMNADE 035R0R BF SRBIRTLOT @z&’@mmﬁd BRAHET THOHODY TTTBFTI, ART BOTOTT
TR, wmcemg WY TTT ATV ED ?moﬁa -2013 (20133 %eorj BHICHI "os5;: 30)T Fwo-11(1) Fedr 35 WHARWS w%é&ﬂ@ow DOTOHOT BTO ‘?mm@ﬁ;&@@@cﬁm mmosam 2TOTT e é)%oqmm
aﬁfam% OT/ATR, @mwaﬁm wdmo&amaﬁ SISEEIR2INON oﬁm@de De&od @22);5(5 FOODFRTI), %ﬁmﬁdoé aajs-o@Nd 03T O3F)TIC BTN @tﬁm et @zﬁe @eéo:» @22);5(5 ?mojas-mfa‘n %MOzseD OTIY
méewor Te8=0on Reodn éﬁcﬁa&mﬂde 9083TON ITO @oﬁa 2, 030F0D M‘aaeswEENém@mm@dom ész PUROT SPORNTRRTINT.
BRI TONONY TTTIFBE, A;raz“: TOTOTT B, waoem@ B, THFTRTIEED ﬁoﬁa -2013 (20133 3e0T I No&ﬁ 30)3 3o —15(1)3 Soedn SAEOINYTTd T, @%eﬁ@d@, @iew%m?ab% 3
@@mazﬁ wééﬁﬁ@océ 60 OERERITON B ﬁojare)omé 5, BRI, 363033 R0 BT @i@@ﬁﬁ@& C3T0zY)Te m@aﬁé QeTT3e mﬁeojaé TOBSOMIT)TR.
T30 ToenQ M’?}?Wi 2.PTRT WA 20T sgommok DJeR Mm@em{b@a—l, FIOF T N)T WOTP, LONTRTY V=T @oﬁn;@o:bcﬁ@’ TOSCOIMON YBERNT.
OB
BG : Bondeth MERoST POR: BeIITY, BRWY: RO FH: QBTFIT (2F*-2)
Seriedod sdmeds EH T3E oPT TOWOTYS W) mﬁ@cas@www . .
. FREOROS SRS &E e s [PAOF (80033 wod) wiy Qyerer YO0 /AT,
g fcloteS] Eater]
zo BAT[ROCTTY / WRTVTITT Sowc® 3o / BcHhe3T | Dovew | 3 / gackhe3T | Dovew
- ) ) P} o) = =
Bz ORPHRIT I B (2-TH0) | (9-10)| meEd (9-100) | (9-T10) i Ty 3o B
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
= -
1 D803 BP0 2T SeF [T NFOIF PBWRT DT SetF [TH 168/1 0-30 0-00 0-30 0-00 ENEY oF 3 Zo.171 1“7’53:8 ”]’685/2'
- -
2 [Boe®B w7 S SRoT SodeRE BT Ser SnoT 168/2 1-08 0-00 1-08 0-00 | o | oS3 |® =0lTl “1’6;10' ”1’685/2'
= =
. - . B . _ _ _ ~ R - - 3 To. 3 0.
3 |Sodetd 0 S BTTH BoeterPRE W St WROT 168/3 0-29 0-00 0-29 0-00 ENEY o) 3 30171 16872 168/4.5
3 0. 3 0. 3 Jo.
4 |BNIePT 7. VT SeeF ToTo0NRT BOICRT 7. DI° SetF T0TOONT. 168/4 0-24 0-00 0-24 0-00 D03y T 30171
> © > © 168/5 168/3 171
%3 3 0 T 30 3 0
5 [S0amem o, ST, B SetF Tom0N, |BNITHE DF. BT BT SeEF ToR0) 168/5 0-24 0-00 0-24 0-00 | g | = =0 oo o o e
s s 169 168 /4 168/3 171
ToTRODT — 30T TOTROPET — L30T 171 41-10 0-00 1-00 0-00 ENEY
BNATZ &), 80e0 e 20 THWIRORTT BRATZ D, 8000 e D0 TOBIOVTH, 0-14
R R ST T B¢ 233 R R dTWE VT Se °38en 0-26
DT D.0OIWOTT ~ P TT QT D.TOTWOTT ~ TT 0-05
DF.ST.FFHREF —DT Q. TOWOTT | DX ST FRRIE —F" .. TODWOTTH 0-03
TOTOOREOAYIN— DF.2.T9TIOTTH TOTOREOTYEN - DF.Q.0VTBOTT 0-03
DT BT BTTDRIF -~ L0.TODWOTH | DA7. ST EeBTZR S~ T .20.0oFB0TH 1-03
DI ST TBERTOEO— DA .Q.00RWOTH A ST .DeRTORO— DAL ToWOTH 0-03
DT Q. WOTT D SOVIT DT .D. WOTT T SOVIT 1-10
DT .D.THT W BORIT DT .D.TFT W BOBRTT 1-10
IR, B0 S BOJNETT Tona, deeo e BOVNETT 3-00 5 30 5 30 2 30
6 |om.m0Racson, - Begsons ST BOIDETO, — BRGFOET 1-00 226, 174, 170, .
> > 227, 224 133,
TVOTRTPT WT DT QeTT FOTRIPT VT T DT 0-14 228 225 132
BOBRPT® VT IF° ébeds;% TOBTPT® VT T mds;% 0-13
WA NVJPT WS DT DeTEY AT DTJRT 0T DF Q0T 0-13
TOTVODEDT — Zﬁgd% TOTIOREDT — aﬁddww 0-20
BORTIT— TR SORTT/- TOTY 1-20
TTEO NReSRY TTFO NMRCTIY 16-23
DT TONTD W BRISTNEY DF 3. TONTORD VT BRISTVEY 0-12
TOTOONEOAN W TOVWOTT TOTIOREOTYIN T TWWOTT 0-12
B, 3000 DT ST ZHFIREE BEI, 30¢0 DT BT T TR 0-15
©DOWY BRCO Be DF.BT. BRATOLD ©DOWY 3RO Se NF.BST. BRATOLD 1-03
JRATRE T ST T Se [SPENNewS B[RATED F ST T Se [SRENNIeIA 0-05
b BT, T STTHODT, b TR, BT STRTVODT 0-05
3 0. 83, 2 o RO
7 &. TR, Q. TITON 172/1 1-10 0-00 1-10 0-00 EREY 172/18, 3033 Ce oRT
s s 172/22 =
10, 14 5% na ne
- - - -
8 005 8060 BeTT 00% R0 HeRT 1722 0-17 0-00 0-17 0-00 | aoay | wo. % go. 7 g0, 7 Fo.
= = 172/3 172/22 173/1,2 172/14
- - - 2 =
9 00G B060 BETTT oG 800 BEGT 172/3 1-06 0-00 1-06 0-00 | aoay | we. 7 o % &o. % 5o,
= = 172/4 172/2 1732 172/15
- = = 2 =
10 005 8060 BeTT 505 800 HeTT 172/4 0-22 0-00 0-22 0-00 | gy | &o. 7 go. 7 Fo. 7 o,
= = 172/5 172/3 1732 172/16
3 0. -
. 3 Jo. 3 0. 3 0.
11 T BRE0 T oG BRE0 BeET 172/5 0-23 0-00 0-23 0-00 sao&% 172/6, 172/4 17302 17217
1722
BWONTHTOD, VT B¢ 3J/D BODTOTVOD, W' Se I R/T
5 DB s BN = = = =
12 oo eeo SeeT 0 dRe0 SeeF 172/6 1-03 0-00 1-03 0-00 | sog 1’7252' ”;752_' 1”;23; 1”;;;
RPETRS DT (3€.25083) RRETRS”. T (3¢.250¢3) ! / / /!
- 3 0. - o
13 PRAKASH P CHOUDHARY S/O PRAKASH P CHOUDHARY S/O 172/7 0-30 0-00 0-30 0-00 D& A 0. 172/6, A go. A 0.
G.POONARAM G.POONARAM % 224/1 17223 17373 172/25
sm0. | s | mamo | PO
14 | ©20m¢ 3000 S OF. ST, BNITNKD | ©0IF 3RO Se DFF. ST, TNITID 172 /8 1-02 0-00 1-02 0-00 D03y 1729 172/13 17224 rv_o;%m
3 0 3 o 3 J0 3 T
! 5 9 = B — _ _ _ o . . 0.
15 Bezy, BesE D/O OmRBTT 20.8. Bewy, Bese D/O BT 20.8. 172/9 1-03 0-00 1-03 0-00 | ey 225/1.2 1728, 17225 156/1
172/24
R . 3 0. 3 Io. 3 0. 3 Io.
16 Zexde VT TowEY Bewde T T 172/10 0-06 0-00 0-06 0-00 ENEY 17211 1721 17214 17218
3 Jo. I 0. 2 o 3 30
17 Bewde W Dok Bemde VT T 172/11 0-15 0-00 0-15 0-00 gy | 172/12, 172/10, N N
= © = ® 172/15 17219
172/16 172/14
. 3 Jo. 3 0. 3 Jo. 3 0.
18 Sewde WS TOBEY Bewde VT Ty 172/12 0-05 0-00 0-05 0-00 EREY 17213 17211 17216 17220
3 0. 3 Jo. 2 =0 % 30
~ . ~ 0.
19 Sewde T° eRlaia) RN oY 17213 0-09 0-00 0-09 0-00 ;Do% 1728, 17212 17217 17221
172/24 172/16 Page-1
L J ( X X X | X X X X X X | X



C ITY "3 H I L I GHT S WEDNESDAY » JANUARY 14, 2026

O ibcworldnews.com

3 &o. 3 30 3 30 3 30
20 |Beede T° To%EY Sewde I SRl 172/14 0-10 0-00 0-10 0-00 goo&é 17215, ”1’72/1- r]vn/z. 1N72/10.
172/11
% J0. 3 TO. 3 3. 3 0.
21 |Bexwde 0T Tomey Bewde WD TOWEY 172/15 0-19 0-00 0-19 0-00 ENEY 17216 17214 1723 1721
= =
A 0. A o %50, | = =0
22 é@a:@@ % 0%y éea:@t’ A% OOTEY 172/16 0-11 0-00 0-11 0-00 :ma% 172117 17215, 172/4 172/12
172/13 172/11
o . % J0. 3 3. 3 3. 3 3o.
23 [Bewde T Tozeey Bewde VT Towey 17217 0-10 0-00 0-10 0-00 ENEY 17224 17216 172/5 17213
% 0. | % o 3 go. | DO
24 [BRe 0.2, VT T T8. maoma; 3R 0.2, VT F. B8, maoma; 172/18 0-09 0-00 0-09 0-00 a)oc?% 172/19 1721 172/10 T
ne
QeVBOBTRE FYIPE MPTRT QEVBOBIPE FYTNORE MPRET° 3 5o % o 3 o RO
25 [3QRTE REct QR RE 172/19 0-20 0-00 0-20 0-00 | gy 1?2/26 1N72/1§ T72/11' R
Becadd TeF.00 B0 HTOTOT FRIeO  |Beradd TeF.0 B0 H[TOT FYFeO na
0T
A J0. 3 Jo. 3 Jo.
26 [BReQ.00.0. VT NF.23. maomg BRC.Q0.&. VT DF°.28. do@oﬁ)&w 172/20 0-10 0-00 0-10 0-00 9338% 17221 172/19 17212 T
ne
% 0. | % o 3 go. | DO
27 |RRA.Q0.%. VT X2, ORI BRED.D0.2. VT DT .23, DOODT 172/21 0-06 0-00 0-06 0-00 Y 17213 17220 17213 [AEEIW]
na
zés‘{%oﬁe
- -
28 ooz geeo o ooy EREO TOTR 172/22 1-10 0-00 1-10 0-00 | a2z | we. G | gm0 | PO
& ®0 & £ 17272 T 1721
ne
RDTT 3.9 AT E.0.
WT SeeF A eTPTAW VWO T[OwN [T SeeF A DCTLTALN JWT BTN 3 o. 3 0. 3 0. 3 0.
9 TS it 0- - - - 5
2 2.2.R. me%c@ P00 B0 23.80.. ﬁmegac@ Be0T002) B0 172/23 27 0-00 0-27 0-00 ! 17277 172/5 173/2, 3 172/6
RABTTT £.2. NRTT £.2.
3 SO
DF.BT. ITTVREF AT F. D. NF.EST. FTTRREFT VT AF. Q. % J0. " ’ 3 Jo. 3 Jo.
30 172/24 1-02 0-00 1-02 0-00 ANA 17217,
T ] / | 1m2ps 172//113 126 | 112
DTG 3.0 07 Sew A. DTFG® 3.0 DT See® 2. 3 =0
~ .
QETLTAOW JRT BTN B.20.9. QETLHETAHW QRT BTN B.20.. 3 o. 3 o. 3 o.
31 E E 172/25 0-15 0-00 0-15 0-00 a0 224/2,
BREYT WFTIOW TREQT WEOTDOW ! = 225//1 172/24 17277 172/9
30 THONTTT® 8.0 g0 MDTFT 3.0
aésﬁoﬁe 3 0.
> Q63 30 = 963 e = . I Jo. ] 5@% % Jo.
32 [Q&F Qe 9 2D Se WYY IS € RS Se g 173/1 1-10 0-00 1-10 0-00 933%% 17302 o 176/3 172,22,
= 17272
e s
T 0. % 0.
3 0. 3 To.
33 56%0&0&5 R mw?% ﬁdf%oaoﬁ% 297 mda‘g 17372 2-04.08 0-02 2-02.08 0-02 9333% 1733 1731 176 /3, 17272, 3,
175 33 4,5, 23
A T0.
3 Jo. I Jo. T 0.
34 |& Cmabodsé - “%52 5 mmo:’% - w%ﬁw 173/3 2-02.08 0-00 2-02.08 0-00 3:)30% 174/1 173 175 25 172/23,
172/7
° 9 s ° N = J0. % J0. 3 J0. 3 0.
35 (& maﬁboﬁ)23 - w%&‘g & Ueﬁaoﬁ% - “E‘;ww 17411 0-10 0-00 0-10 0-00 933% 174/4 1733 175 23 224/
3 Jo. 3 3. 3 0. = 0.
36 [BReR.20.8. BT ST R, FHOOHT ARER.00.%. VT DF°.23. BOCHT 17472 0-33 0-01 0-32 0-01 | g “1’733 “1’724 1“7’55% . ”sz/l
3 Jo. 3 Jo. = 0. = 0.
37 |oF°. 2. &edmeR W e 30 RF. Q. AT VT e 3o 174/3 0-33 0-00 0-33 0-00 oy “’17515/1 ';722 1;5?«3%6 222/1
o o . 3 0. 3 0. 3 0. 3 0.
38 ZS?{@N DT Se ?3&;59?9 QFF. 0. AT DT S3e zﬁéds;% 174/4 1-16 0-00 1-16 0-00 9300% 174)2 1741 175 23 2241
3 3. 3. 0. % J0. % J0.
39 [BReR.00.8. BF IR, FHOOHT ARER.00.%. VT DF°.23. O 176/1 0-08 0-00 0-08 0-00 | o3y 1”7’536 . ”1724 1;,7; S ”1765/2
a%&joﬁe
% J0. TY % Jo. = Jo.
40 [AReR.00.2. BT OF .23 BOCHT ARER.00.%. VT DF°.23. BOCHT 176/2 0-26 0-04 0-22 0-00 | ogy 1“7’538 ! ; o “1’72/1 “1’765/3
ne
83, oTe
MAHIMA REDDY .C.R. D/O MAHIMA REDDY .C.R. D/O & zo. s @ 3 so. e
41 i i 176/3 1-10 0-00 1-10 0-00 3338% ® 173/1,
RAGHAVENDRA REDDY C.R. RAGHAVENDRA REDDY C.R. 175 83 MowT 1762 1732
ne
zsﬁjoﬁe
3P EPT VT Se TOWT SReNPT VT Se TORT 0-08 3 Jo. S 29 % 30  J0.
42 & g & ™ 176 /4 0-08 0-00 0-00 AN ©
TRRPRE VT Se JowT THDPT VT Se TOwT (2O aI) ! DT woLs < 176 M 177 1762
na
3 =0 assb{éode
3P EPT VT Se TJOWI ERePT® VT Se TOoWT 2-16 " ’ S 29 % J0. % J0.
43 & « & « 177 2-17.08 0-01.08 0-01.08 AN 177/5, 4
TRIVEPT T Se STowT (woE 593 [T T Se JonT (wOLs 2508) N DT =0 3 177//6 T 177/4 176/1
ne
3 0. 3 3. T 30 % J0.
44 |GK. SUMAN S/O GK. SUMAN S/O 17772 2-05.08 0-00.08 2-05 0-00.08 | sogy |
KONAPPA REDDY T KONAPPA REDDY T = 177/3 177/5 178 175 33
3 3.
. R . 3 0. 3 T30 3 T0.
45 2559@“ DT Se zﬁesdsg QF. 0. AT T Se zﬁédsg 17773 2-05.08 0-00.08 2-05 0-00.08 5000% 178 117772,2 178 175 23
/
W8,3oe
% 30 5\5; A o
46 [z 0.8 0F @ 3FJ DB B.F 0T B. IFI 177/4 1-01 0-01 1-00 0-01 | ey | o0 | Lok | A EeTs | 1774
= 177/6
ne
% J0. % To.
3 Jo. 3 Jo.
47 |3RA.00.2. VT X228, moomi BRC.Q0.&. VT DF°.28. maosmw 177/5 1-23 0-01 1-22 0-01 500&% 1777 17771 6 177/6 176 /6,
’ 178 175 33
%30, | %30 AE g a0
48 |GK. SUMAN S/O G.K. SUMAN S§/0 177/6 1-00.08 0-00.08 1-00 0-00.08 | =2 : : 177/5 :
3
KONAPPA REDDY T KONAPPA REDDY T 177/5 17711 1774 177/5
49
@?sz;s‘ 25 333&9?9 @E’QSSE;? 2% 3&‘)3&8?9 178 90-38 0-00 0-21.08 0-00 930&'}
DT o VT Se e BoT® DTZ ToF VT Se e BoT® 0-30
Q. mmoassww - égdmgaa; Q. Uoﬁmom&&w - éadwa;dww 0-33
SNITORD éﬂduzamw BRJTOD éedaazgww 0-34
ssxm& VT Se doﬁa;; aﬁdﬁa’n& DT Se doﬁww 1-10
TCORFFT VT T9TI0NT CORTHT WS TOTOONEDT 1-10
D. WIS VT WAD D. POIET VT WAD 1-26
= - 3 0.
DFF. NeTEY I S DD DT, DNeTEY VI Se DD 1-26
() 20 2] fAR) 177/4,
PTF.0eTeY VT Se WYY OF.DeTrY VT Se DY 2-20 _— . 1’7/;/2
VAT - BIBDIDT WED - BEBIRDT 1-13 181/1.2, - | T80 !
pe) k) Ce] 0 5 pY) 6.7 ?»gﬁ‘% 30X 33 2o 177/3
Dedey - WD DeTeg - BBITT (23088 2098) eI 20w 18(3/1 JPTI e 222/3
TY NA 222/4
Rows - waEey Sowg - wmHeT (ot 0d) BeOF wots 1790, | *¥ doiss | 0N
DT .. WOBEPRE — Se WIT QT .0, BJePs — Se WIT 0-23 14,15.16 ne 22272
SouT - wIBHDT FORT, - BIBHDD 0-26 223
= = 179/1
@o.&jéozﬁm& 3260, Q. TOBPOBTT ebo.e:mozja’xE 8000, Q. ToRPORTT 0-04
BRIV ALy Se EALES) mmoﬁas@@m T Se IALES) 0-27
L., dAWOF VT mmoﬁaz@mﬁ&: L.2T°. dAWoR AT mmo&mma&)a 1-27
DEF.E. AUWED — TR RFF.E. AW — T 1-10
JAN) X)) AN e £
DI, TOREY WS AWED DEF. TOREY WX RO 0-15
0 pAN ) 0 pAR ]
2. BT BRCO FF. Q. ALY 2. ROLVT BRCO JF. . NN} 0-10
2. AT BRCO FF. . Aoy 2. BT BRCO IF. . NN 0-10
Q. BeRTO® 2T 3. mammo&é Q. TeRTO® W 3. mammos% 0-38



O ibcworldnews.com

C ITY "3 H I L I GHT S WEDNESDAY » JANUARY 14, 2026

FOTTE, WO WO W 8. O, WO WO W 8. 015
mammo&é mammwé
mdddn@ B8R0 Se IF. @ozﬁaiag mdda’o@ B8R0 Se X, @oma’& 1-02.08
mdcﬁmﬁ B0 Se JF. @ozﬂaiag mddm& B8R0 Se JF°. @oﬁmz 0-03.08
FITTR, 8pe0 e DF. VoRTT BRicIat 8Re0 e DF. VORTT 0-10
mmo&vwmﬁm - mmofmaww mmo&mmﬁm - mmo&m&w 0-20
Q. mdmoz%mg 27 éadm;g QA. mﬁmoa‘zs% 2%° éadwzgww 0-22
DT, WY — T DI, B — TR 0-20
fAR ] e 9 fAR -] e €9
ST°. FRFBDIPTT VT Q. cm;“modsag ST°. FOFBDWPRTT VT Q. mmozeaﬁww 2-00
BST°. QCTEY — TOINEY ST°. QeTEY — TR 0-30
0 09 0 jx]
[IOJEPE — TOTOODEITYLD ROJEPE — TOTICRDEITIN 0-20
BTD WI® N0 BTD WI® IR0 0-30
QEFTOBE FPCO TIES® DEFTOBE BPCO TeS® 1-10
deﬁs\mﬁ BP0 NPT’ cS:»‘SQfT’m€ BP0 NPT 0-10
oﬁg{@ 25 m%@ @35@ 25 m&&sg} 1-20
aﬁjder@zs 2° zés‘poojaw zﬁédeﬁazs DT 28I,000NT 0-29
¢ Y] L pY)
amm& BRe0 éowa‘g amm§ Be0 60339;% 0-07
csz%m& 8RO RPCTRS® d@ﬁiab& BP0 RPCTRS® 0-10
@mmmmﬁ oo e Spletio} @mmwma B0 e [spitacl 0-10
QDT RRPT T Se JPTT NTOF BDRPT VT Se SPTT 0-28
e:soﬁaﬁww 25 m&g)sg e:iodaww 25 mz%zg 0-13
0 TemoeT W Se WD Q) Temoeer T S WAD 1-28
ds‘{mg B0 B¢ RReTS® ds‘g’xe B0 S PTG 0-33
3TRVO BOT BOSPT B3RO § FTOORT [STINO0 30T BOSHT 3RO § ToTRT 1-00
=t crodmomsww 27 éeduzéww 8 cma’mommg DI é%dwzamw 1-10
=
o.
3 o. = 0. 7 3 0.
50 [@omBee ST dee0 Se & DU, Bomgwy BT deeo S & AU 18172 0-37.08 0-02.08 0-35 0-02.08 | 2oy 1815 178 181/1 181/6
181/3
3 =0 3 5o DF.E. % J0.
51 |oowea— B3, To%Red— 23,3 181/3 0-13 0-01 0-12 0-01 933:?% ’ ’ 30°.e30°. 181/2,
e @ e 1101 181/1
o7 181/5
I 0.
151/6,
3 To. 3 0. % J0. 15172
- - - - — — — — 9
52 zssgesa I See T TOT 23556535 DS SeeF TLITOT 181/4 0-30 0-00 0-30 0-00 9330% 10,1 1817 181/6 1517
151/1
110/1
3 3. % Jo. % Jo. % Jo.
53 |[Co:e — BRD oo — BN,T 181/5 0-17 0-00 0-17 0-00 OVE!
- g 3F / = 10/1 18172 181/3 181/6
T o. I Io.
I Jo. I 0.
54 |@oBTIZ - A‘b&&sg BOTTFOB — mz.gf’% 181/6 2-04.04 0-05.04 1-39 0-05.04 éDJéi% 101 178 18172 181/7
181/5 181/4
3 TO. 3 50 3 50 0.
55 %y — 2350153 ey — 253351% 181/7 1-15.04 0-05.04 1-10 0-05.04 SJJQ?% 181/4 178 ’ 181/6. 152/6
151/6 180/2
3 Jo. 3 0. T 0. T 0.
- - — — — — 9
56 mcmoﬁasamdab% mmo&mmﬁa@i 222/1 0-08 0-00 0-08 0-00 9300% 2222 222/4 178 175 23
3 3. % Jo. % Jo. % Jo.
57 TOONERTRTNT— SORID TOONRITRFNT— SORTI 22272 2-17 0-00 2-17 0-00 SN0
& P i o PE 53 s = 223 222/1 178 175 43
TWTNWR0 T D DT N0 BROT DWTRO0 AT @ T N0 BIOT 0-38 3 To. 3 0. % J0. T 0.
58 = B « = B « 222 0-38 0-00 0-00 S0
BerNBRIPT @ T R0 e:m@au; BEERNTIRT @ DT 20 e:m@mw /3 ReDT w08 % 222/5 178 178 175 33
3 T0. 3 0. 3 0. 3 0.
- g 3= — o P orea X 5s] _ - _ - o
59 |BekeonT B OV TORTILT TeWeoTT @ DT TORTIOWT 222/4 0-38 0-00 0-38 0-00 ENEY 2221 2225 178 175 23
3 Jo. T 0. 3 0. 0.
= o - - - — — - — 2
60 [23DDT 2T BeeST 3G 8 BEDDT 0T $ReIT 57 W 222/5 0-38 0-00 0-38 0-00 | sogy | L0 22273 178 175 88
ZOACHT, — IoxI FZOACHI) - TOXD 3 Jo. % J0. % J0. 3 0.
61 & w & o 223 5-02 0-01 5-01 0-01 S0
ma“nod)é - ejoasaiww tmdsof% - eoasg % 178 222/2 178 175 33
z J0.
1741,
62 |9T 38T — RoroD, v BOVXLION TEBT — RO, D BOIXLIOD 224/1 4-00 0-00 4-00 0-00 | swey | P50 | AEC 174/2 3 wo.
QF.BZH, — AP wo QRO WF.FBE, — AL, KO ROy / - - - - % 171 17277 / 22472
17473
174/4
3 0. % Jo. % Jo. % J0.
63 |RRA D0 & VT IF ¥ ORI R N0 & VT AF 3 DDOORT 22472 0-18 0-00 0-18 0-00 OV °
§ 90 & WF oF = © R0 & BT 27 = / = 171 17225 224/1 225/1
z 0.
I Jo. T 0. I Io.
64 B2 20 & BT oF B BOOHT BRED D0 & VT T 28 HOOHT 225/1 1-36 0-00 1-36 0-00 | awa | ® 17225 3 7
« o 171 22472 22572
172/9
B3, oI
% So0. % 0. 3 0. %, 8o
65 |DT°. T0BEMPT DT ToTOONLOTLN AT, TOWEPT VT TOTOONEITOLN 22572 2-13 0-00 2-13 0-00 3038% =TI
B < 170/1 1729 225/
5% ne
EENDIleNEDWa el 3] TROWCR,-TNTOT 3-00 3 50 3 50 % 50 BOTI0ED
66 [0R008- TTOHFTEHT SOV TVTVCDTTRT, 226 5-00 0-09 0-35.08 T I L e I =
S0BIT~ mmo&:mmdmww Slelapey mmoﬁammj&‘b&w 0-35.08 ne
67 |2.8.3008, BRCO 2.2.5TTOD R.83.3008, FRCO W.R.5TTOD 234/1 1-03 0-03 1-00 0-03 930:?% "
%50, | = =0 % zo. ,sz;a
68 [oReer HIRT @ oF Dedy DS HIART @ SF DedeY 23472 0-13 0-00 0-13 0-00 | sooey 17 228 228 e
69 |BN BDDBPT VT T &)Gtﬁi’g T DDRDVT AT F° @Gdt’% 234/3 0-14.12 0-00.12 0-14 0-00.12 93362%
70 |TR0BRRRT VT T aedeg TOOZRRRT VT X ébeds;@e 234/4 0-13.04 0-00.04 0-13 0-00.04 3038%
AR 3 5o 3 5o
71 |sousT e comod, SORIT, VT ToROK 235 1-20 0-00 1-20 0-00 | gy | mET ”’132 ' ~171 ' 8%
ne
3 0. % J0. % J0. % J0.
72 . VOLTT VT THeCTT 2. TOTOT WT® TICCTR) 236 0-20 0-00 0-20 0-00 EDE °
= wH B0 . = T B L n = 171 2362 171 171
I Jo. T 0. T 0. I Io.
73 |07 .2.830 DT TeETH) NF.0.8TL VT TeETI 236/2 0-20 0-00 0-20 0-00 EDE: "
8088 W ¢ T&.088 BT . / S 23601 171 171 171
3 Jo. T 0. 3 0. T IO
~T6 - € - — — _ - 9
74 |QTF° 20 efozia% NTRT D @ozﬁs% 237/1 0-12 0-00 0-12 0-00 9330% 3 23772 171 226
~
o.
% 0. 7 % 0. % 0.
75 |[@B0J000 & Se mmojmmﬁmag [RATIED WF® 3¢ mmo&mmamww 23772 0-20 0-00 0-20 0-00 233&2% 23711 237/3, 17 226
/ 171
3 Jo. T 0. T . I 0.
76 |NTT DT SOVBID NTT VT BOVID 237/3 0-08 0-00 0-08 0-00 S0
7o Rk R AT SoRaY, / S 2372 171 171 23772
% J0.
- - -
77 |2303F HRRT 0T Setr [POT DRI DIPT T SeeF [ROT 238 0-20 0-00 0-20 0-00 | awa | e 7 o T s
~ g 226 226 171 T
ne
0T
3 Jo. T 0. 7 J0.
78 |30 20.&. T @ﬁ.zﬁ.aﬂ)@o&)a‘i R 0.2, DI @Wﬁdn@oﬁ)ﬁw 239 1-06 0-06 1-00 0-06 5038% 171 171 225 171 224 @md
i



CITYSHILIGHTS

WEDNESDAY » JANUARY 14, 2026

O ibcworldnews.com

% 0. I Jo. % Io. I Jo.
79 [B03ePR oFF ¥ Se TT00HoT SNBTPR 2 U S TTODHT, 240 0-17 0-00 0-17 0-00 | sy ngg ”1751 ”’1751 “’1751
% 0. I Jo. I 0. I Jo.
80 |350r0 ReemmY Z5E0 RRCRPY 241 0-05 0-05 0-00 0-00 | s | 7 ° 7 ~ 7
171 171 171 171
DF.ST.B FaoR S — D .ST.B FaoR S — 3 30 3 Jo. 3 Jo.
81 o % 242 1-30 0-06 1-24 0-06 | a»a o3
ST OUOTT 7. OWUOTT Bom 171 171 E
82 B0 F.00. T @v.ma@edo&é O0 TR0, VT @v.ma@edojaé 243/1 1-07 0-00 1-07 0-00 3308% 3 0.
3 go. 24372
83 |QFF. mdsg T Se zira%50m§ DF°. mdsg DT Se m%somg 24372 0-10 0-00 0-10 0-00 ma% 7 2433
% J0 3 Jo.
84 [BRee HIPO wF ST DO BV HART VT ST Q6T 2433 0-11 0-00 0-11 0-00 | s | 236 37 22:;’/; ifé/g
/ /-
171 236
243/3 RO
85 [BN BDTRT® VT IF TR TR DBRT VT F° DETE 243/4 0-11 0-00 0-11 0-00 3308%
() ) 243/4 @md
ne
86 |TROBRXRT VT T &)edsg TOOZRRRT W X &)edsg 243/5 0-11 0-00 0-11 0-00 ;333%
% 0. I Jo. I 0. I Jo.
87 |wo.ozen - Soasoses PO.OTVOT — FNIFOTLIT 244 0-16 0-00 0-16 0-00 | sy | 7 ° 7 7 7
s w o w 222 178 178 175 33
3 To 3 Jo. 3 Jo. 3 Jo.
88 3 @ 3000 OWTT 23 D 3 & R0 TOWIVT 23 D 245/1 0-25 0-00 0-25 0-00 208 o
o ¢ aCh o ¢ Ok /! % 184 24502 1833 184
% J0. 3 J0. 3 J0. 3 J0.
89 [20TD ©8 ¢ B BRCO AT WATTORD WOTN ©F ¢ B BRCO T WIRTID 24572 0-15 0-00 0-15 0-00 0K "~
8 & wI 8 & 2T / S| 245 24553 183/3 184
% 0. I Jo. % 3. 3 3.
90 |[Beemx & O TRT BT B VT ORI 2453 1-00 0-00 1-00 0-00 03 ~e
T B AT oA, T B AT oo, /! S| 245p 272 183/3 184
QR°.E3
o1 @odﬁo&s T TW AT SeeF® @o&ﬁo&s T TW AT SeeF® 249 016 000 0-16 000 e T 30 3 Jo. o 5ot 3 3.
BHOZA, BHOZ, ERIRTE 178 o 178
~
R PO DT WID R QO DT WID 1-28
i ) e 3 Fo. | B30 3 0. 3 0.
92 |2 eveher® T WID 0 T VT WIS 250 5-00 0-00 1-26 0-00 ENEY
© © 178 178 251 178
DF DT VT Se B DT DT VT Se B 1-26
£ 20 £ 20
% 30 3 30 3 30 3 J0.
93 |3 0 VT Se WD ©F 0 AT Se AW 251 1-20 0-00 1-20 0-00 0K ~
g v & g w & % 178 178 253 250
% 3.
3 T0 3 3o 178, 3 3o
~ . ~ . ~ .
94 |2edey W B Qedey W BEY 253 2-00 0-00 1-28.12 0-00 ENEY 178 178 T8 551
50°.65CF.
%%
I 0. 3 Jo. I Jo. 3 Jo.
95 |93% DT IR - TP I 3B 0T 3 — B I 2542 0-11.08 0-00 0-11.08 0-00 208
O O TR - we O O TR - we / S| 256 255 254/1 255
BORTOTVON, DT B¢ TID BORTOTVOD, DT B¢ TID 2-20 % 30 3 J0. 3 J0. 3 J0.
96 ) 9B ) 9B 255 2-20 0-00 0-00 08
o B3RO S RRETRS F° T BP0 S RRETRS F° / DT oL % 256 178 178 25572
3 J0.
AT DT DT S WD AT DT DT S WD 2-00 % 0. I Jo. I J0.
97 2 W o W 255/2 2-20 0-00 0-00 Wy 255/1
T &eds% R Se ‘:oa%spg - 3R 3 X &edsg R Se xoa%s;% - 3R 3 0-20 256 178 254/1,2 178
I 0.
=z Jo. 3 Jo. ) 3 J0
98 |3 oo e wver o DT oo Se woeF @O 2562 1-21 0-00 1-21 0-00 | gy ”’1758 “2’52/3 178 “’1;;
256/1
% J0. 3 Jo. 3 Jo. 3 Jo.
99 [T ooz Se e Bon® TS T Se e 2BOTE 256/3 1-22.04 0-00 1-22.04 0-00 208 N
& © & / 3 256/2 256/4 256/1 178
% 0. I Jo. I 0. I Jo.
100 |27 Qedey 2 Se = ST D60 OFT S D 256/4 1-27 0-00 1-27 0-00 | sy | 00 A . RS
@ R @ R 256/3 255 256/1 178
zéﬁjowzs
3 T0 555 3 J0
101 |g 3pe0 wiered YR, Be0 WPPR 257 0-37 0-00 0-37 0-00 ENEY 178 @5;% 178 178
na
088 163-38.04 01-03 162-35.04 01-03
;:“Jacm“d
2083 QAL QTR 2V QACE
3. To SN CR =
=7 = ° - - -
1 DZTFTT -2 163 38.04 01 03 162 35.04 /-
IO/ th/4998/2025-26 n eod;:gde,
(D3R WRTAWRONY SPATHTOS esm’ioﬁ:o%;ﬁd: :»«':S:e esicwm BRFODY wotd I$T B d,razﬁéce souqu 3TBe ZHeN SRVY BYWRHTH) TEUT T FoRP, Wonweds

QUICK READ

MP board
shifts language |
exams toMarch

Bhopal
The Madhya Pradesh
Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation (MPBSE) has
revised the 2026 Class
10 and 12 exam sched-
ule, moving key lan-
guage papers to March.
Class 10 Hindi is now on
March 6, while Class 12
Urdu and Marathi exams
are also on March 6, and
Hindi on March 7. Theory
exams for Class 12 start
February 10, and Class
10 from February 13, all
in the morning shift.
Practical exams run
from February 10 to
March 10.

Tutu Bose, family
summoned in
SIR exercise

Kolkata
Former MP and ex-Mo-
hun Bagan president
Swapan Sadhan
“Tutu” Bose, his son
Srinjoy Bose, and other
family members have
been issued notices for
a Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) hearing on
January 19 at Bally-
gunge Government
School. Trinamool
Congress leaders criti-
cised the move, high-
lighting Bose’s health
and wheelchair-bound
condition, calling
it unfair.

Op Sindoor shows strong military political coordination

General Dwivedi said the Northern Front is stable with balanced deployment, ongoing talks, resumed local activities

NEW DELHI

Army Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi on Tuesday said Op-
eration Sindoor is the best
example of strong coordina-
tion among the Army, Navy
and Air Force, carried out un-
der a clear political directive
with full freedom to act. He
said the operation is still on-
going and any future misad-
venture will be answered
firmly. He also praised the
proactive role played by all
agencies involved in the oper-
ation.

Addressing the annual
Army press conference, Gen-

eral Dwivedi said the situa-
tion on the Northern Front
remains stable but requires
constant alertness. He noted
that regular high-level talks,
renewed contact and confi-
dence-building measures are
helping in gradual normalisa-
tion. This has allowed activities
like grazing, medical camps and
other local movement along the
northern borders.

He added that deployment
along the Line of Actual Con-
trol remains balanced and
strong, while infrastructure
and capability development
are moving ahead through a
whole-of-government ap-

proach.

Speaking on the northwest-
ern front, the Army chief re-
ferred to India’s response af-
ter the Pahalgam terror attack.

He said a clear and decisive
decision was taken at the
highest political level. Opera-
tion Sindoor was planned and
executed with precision. The

initial action lasted 22 minutes
on May 7, followed by an 88-
hour coordinated operation till
May 10. The strikes hit deep
targets, destroyed terror infra-
structure and challenged
long-standing nuclear threats.

The Army successfully de-
stroyed seven of the nine
identified targets and played a
key role in managing Paki-
stan’s response in a controlled
manner. Since May 10, the
situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir remains sensitive but ful-
ly under control.

In 2025, 31 terrorists were
killed, with 65 per cent of Pa-
kistani origin. All three at-

tackers involved in the Pahal-
gam incident were neu-
tralised. Active local terrorists
are now in single digits, and
new recruitment has almost
stopped, with only two cases
reported.

General Dwivedi said clear
signs of improvement are vis-
ible in Jammu and Kashmir.
Development work has
picked up, tourism has re-
vived, and the Shri Amarnath
Yatra was held peacefully
with over four lakh pilgrims,
higher than the five-year av-
erage. He said the shift from
terrorism to tourism is steadi-
ly becoming a reality.

Court sends expelled Cong
MLA to police custody

THIRUVALLA

A court in Thiruvalla on Tues-
day sent expelled Congress
MLA Rahul Mamkootathil to
three days of police custody in
connection with a rape case,
intensifying a probe that has
sparked strong political reac-
tions across Kerala. The order
was passed by the Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate Court, which
accepted the prosecution’s re-
quest for custodial interroga-
tion.

The court directed the police
to produce Mamkootathil again
on Thursday and posted the
hearing on his bail plea for Fri-

day. Prosecutors told the court
that police custody was neces-
sary to collect more evidence,
including electronic data and
other circumstantial material.
They also said questioning was
needed to check contradictions
in earlier statements recorded
during the investigation.
Mambkootathil was arrested
late Saturday night in this case.
Earlier, he had managed to se-
cure anticipatory bail in two
other similar cases, making this
arrest a significant develop-
ment. The case has gained wide
attention as it comes at a polit-
ically sensitive time, with Ker-
ala witnessing heightened ac-

tivity ahead of the Assembly
elections.

The investigation received
further momentum on Tuesday
with the arrival of the com-
plainant in Kerala from Cana-
da. Police sources said her
presence would be vital for
detailed questioning and for
confirming evidence already
collected. Her statement is ex-
pected to play an important role
as investigators prepare for the
upcoming bail hearing.

Tension prevailed outside the
court premises as youth wing
activists from both the BJP and
the CPI(M) gathered and raised
slogans against Mamkootathil.

JD(U) MP slams opposition
over credibility concerns

NEW DELHI

Janata Dal(U) Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Kumar Jha on
Tuesday criticised RJD lead-
er Tejashwi Yadav’s com-
ments on Bihar’s political
scenario, asserting that the
opposition lacks credibility
among the people and must
introspect.

Speaking on Tejashwi’s
statement, Jha said, “Our com-
mitment spans 20 years, and
the people will judge it. We
have made commitments to
the public. The opposition
should first earn credibility

before pointing fingers. They
lack trust among voters in this
election.” He added that the
JD(U) has fulfilled its promis-
es, and this reliability explains
why people continue to sup-
port them. Tejashwi Yadav had
alleged that the NDA trans-
formed democracy into a
“dhan tantra” and “machine
tantra,” claiming the people,
not his party, lost the Bihar As-
sembly elections last year. Re-
turning from a European tour,
he accused the government of
winning through deceit and
announced a 100-day observa-
tion period before comment-

ing on the NDA’s functioning.
Yadav stated, “Since we prac-
tice positive politics, I will re-
frain from commenting for
100 days. I will observe when
our mothers and sisters get Rs
2 lakh, when one crore youth
get jobs, and whether prom-
ised factories are set up in ev-
ery district.” Jha also praised
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s
ongoing ‘Samriddhi Yatra’,
highlighting its role in
strengthening citizen engage-
ment. “The Chief Minister’s
field visits help him take direct
feedback and plan government
schemes effectively,” he said.
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Andhra CM orders
help for Kakinada

firevictims

Amaravati
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu directed officials to
provide full assistance to
victims of a massive fire in
Kakinada'’s Sarlankapalle
village. The blaze de-
stroyed 38 thatched hous-
es, leaving over 100 people
homeless, though no casu-
alties were reported. Im-
mediate relief of 25,000
per family has been an-
nounced, along with food,
shelter, and help replacing
lost documents. New
houses will be built for all
affected families, and offi-
cials will monitor support
until completion. Former
CMY.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy expressed grief, urging
additional ex-gratia pay-
ments and quick govern-
ment action to ensure
victims face no hardship.

(Bl court
sentences firm,
director in coal scam

New Delhi
A CBI court in Delhi has
convicted M/s SKS Ispat
& Power Ltd, its director
Deepak Gupta, and two
authorised signatoriesin a
coal block allocation
scam. This is the 20th
conviction in such cases.
Gupta was sentenced to
three years rigorous im-
prisonment and fined 10
lakh. Satya Narain Dwive-
di and Amrit Singh re-
ceived two and one year
RI, with fines. The compa-
ny was fined ¥50 lakh. The
CBl said the accused sub-
mitted false documents
to secure the Rawanwara
North Coal Block. The
case highlights continued
action against financial
fraud and corporate
wrongdoing nationwide.

SCquestions
feeding stray
dogs in public

New Delhi
The Supreme Court
raised concerns about
people and organisa-
tions feeding stray dogs
in public, asking wheth-
er their care extends to
humans too. The bench
questioned accounta-
bility after a nine-year-
old was killed in a dog
attack. Lawyers said
sterilisation, not killing,
is the only solution,
while poor fund use
and weak ABC Rule im-
plementation worsen
aggression. Experts
noted stray dogs also
help control rats and
maintain ecological
balance. Victims high-
lighted that cruelty trig-
gers dog aggression.
The court stressed hu-
mane treatment and
responsibility of animal
welfare groups. The
case has been under
suo motu hearing
since July 2025.

MP approves ambitious
space technology policy

Madhya Pradesh cleared its 2026 Space Act and Policy, aiming to
boost satellite tech, attract 1,000 crore, and create 8,000 jobs

BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment on Tuesday approved
several major initiatives cov-
ering space technology, re-
newable energy, agriculture
and education, signaling a
strong push towards innova-
tion and sustainable growth.
The decisions were taken at a
cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Dr Mohan Ya-
dav in Bhopal.

A key highlight was the
clearance of the Madhya
Pradesh Space Act 2026 along
with the Madhya Pradesh
Space Tech Policy 2026. The
policy aims to promote satel-
lite manufacturing, geospatial

services and space based ap-
plications. Officials said it
could attract investments
worth Rs 1,000 crore and cre-
ate nearly 8,000 jobs over the
next five years, placing the
state firmly on India’s space
industry map.

In the renewable energy
sector, the cabinet approved

large solar to storage projects
to ensure round the clock
power supply. These include
two 300 megawatt projects
with four and six hour stor-
age, and a 200 megawatt solar
project capable of storing
power for 24 hours. Projects
will be awarded through com-
petitive bidding at low tariffs.

Agriculture also received a
boost with approval for major
irrigation projects. Funds
were cleared for the Mohan-
pura Expansion Project, Sul-
tanpur Lift Irrigation Project
and Bana Uhan Irrigation
Project. Together, these
schemes will help irrigate
large areas across several dis-
tricts and directly benefit over

20,000 farmers.

In education, the cabinet
approved the second phase of
the Sandipani School Scheme.
Under this phase, 200 fully
equipped schools will be built
at a cost of around Rs 3,660
crore. A new four tier time
bound pay scale for teachers
was also approved, offering
financial relief.

Other decisions included
higher compensation for a po-
lice officer’s family, tax ex-
emptions at trade fairs and a
major water augmentation
project for the Ujjain division.
The government said farmer
welfare, education and inno-
vation will remain top priori-
ties in 2026.

Uddhav Thackeray urged unity to protect Marathi interests, resist external
pressure, and said January 15 elections determine Mumbai’s future

Thackéray brothers revive
Marathi pride in B

MUMBAI

The campaign for the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion elections has turned in-
tense as the Thackeray broth-
ers invoked memories of the
historic Samyukta Maharash-
tra Movement to corner the
BJP and rally Marathi voters.
Uddhav Thackeray and Raj
Thackeray compared the civic
polls to a renewed struggle to
protect Mumbai’s identity.

Both leaders described the
upcoming BMC elections as a
decisive battle to stop what
they called a hostile takeover
of the city. By recalling the
movement that ensured Mum-
bai remained part of Maha-
rashtra, they sought to remind
voters of past sacrifices and
link them to present political
choices.

Uddhav Thackeray said that
differences were set aside to
safeguard Maharashtra and
Mumbai. He warned that the
city should never bow to ex-
ternal pressure and stressed
that unity was needed to pro-
tect Marathi interests. He said
the January 15 elections
would decide the future of

B

Mumbeai’s identity.
Explaining their reunion af-
ter years, Uddhav said the de-
cision was taken only to pro-
tect Maharashtra. He added
that any attempt to weaken
Mumbai’s link with the state
would be strongly opposed.

Raj Thackeray issued a
sharp warning to Marathi vot-
ers, calling the election the
last chance for the Marathi
manoos. He urged people
not to fight among them-
selves, claiming that internal
divisions only benefit the
BJP.

The brothers accused the
BJP of revenge politics and
alleged that Mumbai’s control
was slowly shifting away

MC polls

from Maharashtra. They
claimed that economic and
political interests linked to
Gujarat were gaining influ-
ence over the city.

Raj clarified that the con-
cern was not about Mumbai
changing states, but about los-
ing control over land, wealth
and decisions.

They also accused the BJP
of focusing on religious polar-
isation instead of develop-
ment. Uddhav targeted Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
alleging that communal issues
are raised before every elec-
tion. He even offered a re-
ward to anyone who could
show an election fought with-
out such tactics.

German Chancellor Merz
concludes landmark India visit

GANDHINAGAR

German Chancellor Fried-
rich Merz departed for home
on Tuesday after completing
a two day official visit to In-
dia that marked a significant
step forward in bilateral re-
lations. Gujarat Governor
Acharya Devvrat, Chief
Minister Bhupendrabhai Pa-
tel and senior officials saw
him off at Ahmedabad Air-
port.

During his visit, Chancel-
lor Merz held delegation
level talks with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi at the
Mahatma Mandir Conven-

tion Centre in Gandhinagar.
Both leaders agreed to take
India Germany relations to a
higher level with deeper co-
operation in defence, space
and critical emerging tech-
nologies.

Prime Minister Modi said
the visit added fresh mo-
mentum to ties as the two
nations mark 25 years of

strategic partnership and 75
years of diplomatic rela-
tions. He noted that India
was honoured to be Chan-
cellor Merz’s first destina-
tion in Asia, reflecting his
personal commitment to the
partnership.

The discussions also cov-
ered climate action, trusted
supply chains, education,
skilling, sports and stronger
cultural and people to peo-
ple links. The leaders later
attended the International
Kite Festival at the Sabar-
mati Riverfront, where they
flew kites together and took
part in the celebrations.

CPI M hit as
Ayisha Potty
joins Congress
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ruling CPI M in Kerala
suffered a major political jolt
on Tuesday as three time for-
mer MLA Ayisha Potty formal-
ly joined the Congress, boost-
ing the Opposition ahead of the
upcoming Assembly elections.
Her move is being seen as a
serious setback for the Left and
amorale lifter for the Congress.
Ayisha Potty, a lawyer by pro-
fession, represented the Kot-
tarakara Assembly constituency
for three consecutive terms
from 2006. During her tenure,
she built a strong image as a
grassroots leader and gained
attention for her ability to con-
nect with ordinary people. Her
relationship with the CPI M
leadership reportedly began to
weaken over the years. In 2021,
she was denied a party ticket, a
decision that marked a turning
point in her political career.

M~

Nitish cabinet
clears 41 proposals
for Bihar growth

PATNA

The Bihar cabinet on Tuesday
approved 41 important pro-
posals aimed at boosting job
creation and strengthening
infrastructure across the state.
The meeting, chaired by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
was the first cabinet meeting
of the new year and was at-
tended by all ministers, in-
cluding Deputy Chief Minis-
ters Samrat Choudhary and
Vijay Kumar Sinha.

The decisions are seen as a
key step towards fulfilling
promises made by Nitish Ku-
mar and the NDA during the
2025 Assembly elections. Af-
ter forming the new govern-
ment, the administration has
started work on a special ac-
tion plan focused on jobs and
employment generation.

The cabinet stressed the
need to fill vacancies in vari-
ous departments and attract
private investment to create
large scale employment op-
portunities. Several develop-
ment and employment related
schemes were approved
during the meeting.

One major approval was for
a Rs 33.29 crore project to
construct a 220 KV DC trans-
mission line. This project
aims to ensure uninterrupted
and quality power supply to
the Integrated Manufacturing
Cluster in Gaya under the Bi-
har State Power Transmission
Company Limited.

The cabinet also cleared the
reorganisation and creation of
694 posts in the Agriculture
Department. These include
534 Plant Protection Supervi-

The cabinet emphasized
filling departmental
vacancies and boosting
private investment for
large-scale employment,
approving several
development and
employment-focused
schemes during the
meeting to strengthen
job creation.

sor posts and 160 Plant Pro-
tection Inspector posts, creat-
ed by restructuring existing
sanctioned positions.

A temporary ex cadre post
of Forest and Environment
Advisor was approved for
three years. The position will
be filled by a retired forest
service officer to speed up en-
vironmental clearances and
project execution.

In another move, 200 sanc-
tioned posts in the Fisheries
Directorate were reorganised
under new service rules. The
cabinet also approved the Bihar
Anand Karaj Marriage Regis-
tration Rules, allowing formal
registration of marriages under
the Anand tradition.

In the transport sector, the
minimum qualification for a
Conductor License was re-
duced from Class 10 to Class
8 to expand job access. The
cabinet further approved Rs
314.20 crore for constructing
Bihar Bhawan in Mumbai.

Overall, the decisions re-
flect the state government’s
strong focus on employment,
infrastructure development,
administrative reform and in-
clusive governance at the start
of the year.

Congress projects Rahul Gandhi as

CHENNAI

Congress leader and Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi received
a grand welcome on his arriv-
al in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday,
with party workers hailing
him as “Thalaiva”, meaning
leader. The display reflects
the Congress party’s effort to
assert greater political space
within the ruling alliance
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions later this year.

Rahul Gandhi is visiting the
state to attend the golden jubi-
lee celebrations of a school in
Gudalur in the Nilgiris district.
While the party has described
the visit as non political, it has
sparked wide speculation about
its timing and intent.

According to party sources,
Gandhi is expected to interact
with students and local resi-
dents during his visit. Howev-
er, the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee organised a show
of strength at the Chennai air-
port, where supporters held
banners projecting him as a
supreme leader.

The public enthusiasm
comes at a time when the

Nitin Nabin set to take BJP helm

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party is
set for an important organisa-
tional change as its Working
President Nitin Nabin is ex-
pected to file his nomination
for the post of national Presi-
dent on January 19, according
to party sources. The formal
announcement of the new
party chief is scheduled for
January 20.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to be present as
the proposer during the nom-
ination process. His presence
is being seen as a strong sig-
nal of confidence in Nitin
Nabin’s leadership and a sign
of continuity in the party’s di-

rection and organisation.

The nomination process will
follow the BJP’s established
internal procedures for select-
ing its national President. Sev-
eral senior leaders, central of-
fice bearers and key members
of the party are expected to at-
tend the event, making it a high
profile moment in the BJP’s
organisational calendar.

Party sources said the offi-
cial declaration on January 20
will bring clarity to the BJP’s
leadership structure ahead of
future electoral challenges.
The appointment is being
closely watched as the party
prepares its long term politi-
cal and governance strategies
at the national level.

ATE CORRUPTION CRACKDOWN

Thalaiva i

Cogress is demanding a big- '

ger role in the state govern-
ment, a proposal that has so
far been rejected by its ally,
the Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam, which leads the gov-
ernment.

Recent reports have also
suggested that the Congress is
exploring options with actor
politician Vijay’s Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam to strength-
en its bargaining position.
Though TNCC leaders have
denied such talks, the
“Thalaiva” slogan is being
seen as a message of political
intent.

Sources say tensions be-

¥,

: _ - Wy
tween the allies have grown
in recent days, with the Con-
gress seeking at least 40 seats
in the 234 member Assembly
and pushing for a formal coa-
lition framework. Currently,
the party has 17 MLAs.

DMK leaders have firmly
rejected the demand. State
minister [ Periyasamy reiter-
ated that Tamil Nadu follows
a tradition of single party rule
under Chief Minister M K
Stalin.

Rahul Gandhi is scheduled
to meet district level party
leaders later in the day to dis-
cuss the Congress strategy for
the coming months.

Rajasthan ACB cracks down on illegal mining

JAIPUR

The Anti Corruption Bureau of
Rajasthan has registered a case
against officials of the Mining
Department, crusher owners
and royalty contractors for al-
legedly allowing large scale il-
legal mining and causing heavy
revenue loss to the state gov-
ernment. The action follows a
preliminary investigation into
mining activities in the Bharat-
pur region.

According to officials, the
case was filed by the ACB’s
Bharatpur unit under directions
from its Jaipur headquarters

N i
after receiving complaints
about serious irregularities. The
complaint alleged that illegal
mining was being shown as le-
gal through the misuse of offi-
cial permits.

The investigation found that
permits issued for closed or
non operational mines were al-

legedly used to transport and
process minerals extracted ille-
gally. These minerals were
falsely recorded as legally
mined, helping the accused
avoid paying royalty and other
government charges.

The ACB said it found initial
evidence pointing to collusion

between public officials and
private players. Named in the
case are several mining depart-
ment officials, including engi-
neers, supervisors and survey-
ors posted in Bharatpur at dif-
ferent times. The accused offi-
cials allegedly abused their
positions to support illegal ac-
tivities.

Private parties named in-
clude lease holders, crusher
owners and royalty contractors
who are believed to have bene-
fited from the operation. The
inquiry revealed that millions
of tonnes of minerals were ex-
tracted illegally through this

network. By manipulating re-
cords and permits, the accused
allegedly caused a major finan-
cial loss to the state exchequer.
The ACB described the acts as
criminal conspiracy involving
both government officials and
private individuals.

Based on the findings, the
bureau has registered a case un-
der relevant sections of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act. Of-
ficials said the investigation is
still in progress and aims to
determine the full scale of ille-
gal mining, calculate the total
revenue loss and identify more
people involved.
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Japanese PM
Takaichi plans to
dissolve House

Tokyo
Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi intends to
dissolve the House of
Representatives for a snap
election at the start of the
regular Diet session
scheduled to be held on
January 23, local media re-
ported on Tuesday, citing a
source familiar with the
matter. The move con-
veyed to senior ruling Lib-
eral Democratic Party
(LDP) members comes at
a time when Takaichi’s
cabinet enjoys a high ap-
proval rating, raising hopes
that an early election
could improve her fragile
political standing, consid-
ering the ruling coalition
has a razor-thin majority in
the lower house.

Karachiresidents
suffering as gas supply to
several areas suspended

Islamabad
Several areas of Pakistan’s
Karachi remained without
gas supply while other re-

gions received gas with
low pressure, local media
reported on Tuesday. Resi-
dents in Karachi continue
to face reduced gas supply
amid severe winter weath-
er. People said that winter
weather had once again
exposed the gas utility dis-
tribution infrastructure’s
failure. They have been
facing a gas crisis for the
past four days, leading to
residents turning to ex-
pensive LPG cylinders, fur-
ther increasing their finan-
cial woes. How long will
Karachi tolerate a utility
that can’t secure its own
supply, Dawn quoted a
housewife from Gu-
listan-i-Jauhar as saying.

Rising violence fuels
fear ahead of February
parliamentary election

Dhaka
With Bangladesh moving
closer to its 13th parliamen-
tary election scheduled for
February, a sharp rise in vi-
olence, including targeted
killings and the widespread
use of illegal firearms, has
sparked growing fear
among political parties and
prospective candidates
across the country, accord-
ing to local media reports.
Reports suggest that kill-
ings linked to political rival-
ry, the struggle for domi-
nance, and personal dis-
putes have escalated, fuel-
ling growing security con-
cerns among ordinary citi-
zens. Citing Police head-
quarters data, Bangladeshi
leading daily Dhaka Tribune
reported that from January
to November last year,
3,509 people were killed
across Bangladesh.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

' South Korea, Japan Leaders Stress
Cooperation Amid Global Order

South Korean and Japanese leaders underscored deeper cooperation, urging future-
focused ties despite historical grievances and escalating reglonal uncertainties.

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee
Jae Myung on Tuesday em-
phasised that cooperation be-
tween South Korea and Japan
has become more vital than
ever, pointing to an increas-
ingly complex and unpredict-
able international environ-
ment. Speaking at the opening
of summit talks with Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaic-
hi, Lee urged both countries
to pursue a forward-looking
relationship, even as they
continue to grapple with the
painful legacy of Japan’s co-
lonial rule over the Korean
Peninsula.

Amid a complex and dizzy-
ing international order, I be-
lieve that cooperation be-
tween Korea and Japan is
more important than ever, Lee
said. His remarks reflected
growing concern over geopo-
litical instability, intensifying

rivalries in East A51a and the
erosion of traditional multllat-
eral frameworks.

The summit followed Lee’s
recent talks with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Bei-
jing, held against the back-
drop of heightened tensions
between China and Japan.
Strains have particularly risen
over sensitive regional issues,
including comments made by
Prime Minister Takaichi re-
garding Taiwan, which have
drawn sharp reactions from
Beijing.

Highlighting the progress
achieved since Seoul and To-
kyo normalised diplomatic
relations six decades ago, Lee
noted that the two neighbours
have built a largely mutually
beneficial partnership over
the past 60 years. He ex-
pressed hope that the next six
decades would see even clos-
er collaboration based on
trust, realism, and shared stra-
tegic interests.

Prime Minister Takaichi
echoed this sentiment, saying
she was committed to work-

ing closely with Lee to pro-
mote regional stability. She
expressed optimism that the
South Korean leader’s visit
would help further elevate bi-
lateral ties and create momen-
tum for sustained dialogue
and cooperation.

Lee also called for expand-
ing cooperation across a wide
range of areas, including arti-
ficial intelligence, economic
security, social and cultural
exchanges, and peo-
ple-to-people contacts. He
warned that geopolitical un-
certainty is rising, global sup-
ply chains are increasingly
being weaponised, and multi-
lateralism is under severe
strain.

To address the pressing
challenges we face, I hope
that the two countries will
squarely confront history
while expanding cooperation
based on deep mutual trust,
Lee said.

The West Bank
soccer field slated for
demolition by Israel

TEHRAN

Israeli authorities have ordered
the demolition of a soccer field
inside the densely populated
Aida refugee camp near Beth-
lehem, a move residents say
will worsen living conditions
for Palestinian children in the
occupied West Bank. One of
the few open spaces in the
camp, the field has long served
as a vital recreational outlet
amid overcrowding, poverty,
and frequent military incur-
sions. Families say its loss
would deprive children of a rare
sense of normalcy and hope in
daily camp life. “If the field
gets demolished, this will de-
stroy our dreams and our fu-
ture,” said 13-year-old Rital
Sarhan, who trains there with a
girls’ soccer team. Community
leaders stress the field’s impor-
tance for children’s mental and
physical well-being in a camp
marked by trauma and limited
opportunities. Youth groups
regularly use the space for
sports activities and gatherings
that help children cope with
stress. Human rights organisa-
tions warn demolishing recre-
ational spaces harms children
and raises serious legal and hu-
manitarian concerns globally.

Thousands of Afghan women and families face poverty, winter
hardship, and rights abuses after forced deportations from neighbours.

Deported Afghan Women and
Families Face Deepening Poverty

KABUL

Thousands of Afghan women
and families deported from
neighbouring Pakistan and
Iran are facing worsening
poverty, lack of shelter, and
mounting human rights con-
cerns as they struggle to re-
build their lives in Afghani-
stan, according to local and
international reports released
on Tuesday.

Afghan returnees have de-
scribed severe economic
hardship, inadequate housing,
and limited access to essential
services such as food, health-
care, and heating during harsh
winter conditions. Many of
the affected households are
headed by women who were
previously employed in Paki-
stan and Iran. However, sud-
den deportations have
stripped them of income and
support systems, leaving en-
tire families vulnerable to ex-
treme deprivation.

The International Organisa-
tion for Migration (IOM) has

warned that more than two
million Afghan returnees now
face serious livelihood chal-
lenges. Forced deportations,
the agency said, are further
intensifying an already dire
refugee and humanitarian cri-
sis. Women and children are
particularly at risk, with many
being returned to regions
where gender-based violence,
early or forced marriages, and
severe restrictions on wom-
en’s freedoms remain wide-
spread.

Journalists and media
workers in Afghanistan are
also facing growing dangers.
According to Khaama Press,
reporting on sensitive issues
such as forced deportations,

public protests, and women’s
rights has become increasing-
ly risky. Many journalists
have reportedly been subject-
ed to detention, harassment,
or violence, contributing to a
climate of fear and restricting
the flow of independent infor-
mation.

Data from United Nations
agencies paints a bleak pic-
ture of the situation on the
ground. UN reports indicate
that only 11 per cent of Af-
ghan returnees are currently
employed, while one in four
lacks adequate housing. More
than half of all returning
households are unable to meet
even basic daily needs, with
women-headed families fac-
ing particularly high levels of
food insecurity and unem-
ployment. Women reportedly
account for nearly half of all
returnees from Pakistan and
about one-third from Iran.
Overall, around 75 per cent of
Afghans are unemployed, and
nearly 90 per cent live below
the poverty line.

Washington—-Tehran Tensions Escalate as Iran Signals Readiness

TEHRAN

Tensions between the United
States and Iran escalated on
Tuesday as both sides ex-
changed increasingly confron-
tational statements over Iran’s
handling of nationwide pro-
tests. Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said Tehran is
prepared for war after US
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President Donald Trump
threatened possible military
action in response to Iran’s
crackdown on demonstrators.
Araghchi said Iran would not
back down under external
pressure and accused Wash-
ington of fuelling instability,
following Trump’s warning of
consequences over what the
US calls violent suppression of

protests. Iran’s intelligence
agency further heightened ten-
sions by announcing the sei-
zure of US-made weapons and
explosives allegedly hidden in
homes and intended for mili-
tants seeking to destabilise the
country. The United States has
not publicly responded.

In an interview with Al Ja-
zeera, Araghchi claimed au-

REENLAND REJECTS ACQUISITION

thorities possess audio record-
ings proving foreign involve-
ment, alleging voices from
abroad instructed “terrorist
agents” to fire on police or
demonstrators. Iran has ac-
cused the US and Israel of or-
chestrating unrest, claims both
deny. He also defended internet
restrictions during the protests,
despite international criticism.

Greenland Leaders Push Back as Global
Spotlight Grows Over US Interest

DENMARK

Inside the Danish parliament,
international media attention
has surged to unprecedented
levels for Greenland’s politi-
cal representatives. In a tight-
ly packed schedule of back-
to-back interviews, journalists
are ushered in and out of the
office of Aaja Chemnitz, one
of Greenland’s two members
of the Danish parliament, re-
flecting the sudden global fo-
cus on the Arctic territory.
The rising interest follows a
crisis meeting held last week
by Denmark’s foreign rela-
tions committee, convened to
address a single urgent issue:
the rapidly deteriorating rela-
tionship between the King-
dom of Denmark and its
NATO ally, the United States.
At the centre of the dispute is
renewed pressure from former
US President Donald Trump,
who has once again voiced
ambitions for Washington to

acquire Greenland.
Speaking to Al Jazeera,
Chemnitz, a member of the
Inuit Ataqatigiit (IA) party,
firmly rejected the idea.
Greenland is not for sale, and
Greenland will never be for
sale, she said, stressing that
the issue goes far beyond eco-
nomics or strategic interests.
According to Chemnitz,
Greenland’s identity is deeply
rooted in its culture, language,
and history, all of which
would be fundamentally al-
tered by any change in sover-
eignty. People seem to think
they can buy the Greenlandic
soul, she added, noting that

becoming American citizens
is not something the majority
of Greenlanders desire.

The controversy has placed
enormous pressure on Green-
land’s small population of
around 56,000 people, many
of whom are unaccustomed to
being at the centre of global
geopolitical rivalry. The is-
land’s other parliamentary
representative, Aki-Matilda
Hoegh-Dam of the Naleraq
party, described the situation
as deeply unsettling.

It has been a very turbulent
time for many Greenlanders,
Hoegh-Dam told Al Jazeera.
She explained that Greenland
has historically been isolated
from major global powers,
particularly in the realm of
foreign relations, for nearly
three centuries. But now we
feel cornered, and that is mak-
ing a lot of people anxious,
she said, pointing to growing
fears about external pressure
and loss of self-determination.

Deadly Winter Storm
Claims Palestinian
Lives in Gaza

GAZA

At least eight Palestinians
have died across the Gaza
Strip as a powerful winter
storm swept through the
war-ravaged enclave, bringing
freezing temperatures, torren-
tial rain, and strong winds.
The harsh weather has com-
pounded the suffering of tens
of thousands of displaced res-
idents who are surviving in
flimsy tents and makeshift
shelters after months of re-
lentless Israeli attacks.

According to Gaza’s Civil
Defence, four people died as
a direct result of exposure to
extreme cold caused by a se-
vere weather depression af-
fecting the coastal territory. A
spokesperson for the agency
said the plunging tempera-
tures and fierce winds proved
fatal for families lacking
proper shelter, blankets, or
heating fuel. The deaths were
reported as Israel continues to
restrict the entry of humani-
tarian aid and essential shelter
materials into the besieged
enclave, despite provisions
under a ceasefire agreement
reached on October 10.

Medical sources confirmed
that one of the victims was a
one-year-old child who died
inside a family tent before be-
ing rushed to al-Aqsa Hospi-
tal in Deir al-Balah. Doctors
said the child succumbed to
the cold amid relentless rain
and freezing winds, highlight-
ing the extreme vulnerability
of infants and the elderly in
current conditions.

In addition to deaths caused

A severe winter storm
has killed eight
Palestinians in Gaza,
worsening humanitarian
suffering amid
displacement,
destruction, and
restricted aid.

by exposure, four other Pales-
tinians were killed when
weakened buildings collapsed
during the storm. Civil De-
fence officials and medical
staff at al-Shifa Hospital re-
ported that three people, in-
cluding a 15-year-old girl,
were crushed when a
war-damaged structure col-
lapsed in Gaza City. A fourth
person was killed in a sepa-
rate building collapse in an-
other part of the city, where
infrastructure has been se-
verely compromised by
months of bombardment.

Mahmoud Basal, spokes-
person for Gaza Civil De-
fence, warned that the storm
could have catastrophic con-
sequences for the wider pop-
ulation. He said the majority
of Gaza’s residents have been
left without adequate housing
due to the ongoing Israeli mil-
itary campaign and restric-
tions on goods entering the
territory.

Government employees

protest in Balochistan,

seeking 30 pc disparity
reduction allowance

QUETTA

Government employees
held protests in Pakistan’s
Balochistan, demanding
the implementation of the
Disparity Reduction Al-
lowance (DRA), leading
to road blockades and ar-
rests, local media report-
ed. The employees from
various government de-
partments have been hold-
ing protests for the past
seven months, demanding
30 per cent DRA, like
how it has been granted in
Punjab and Sindh prov-
inces.

Employees from vari-
ous sectors joined the pro-
test led by the Balochistan
Grand Alliance (BGA).
They have claimed that
employees of institutions
like the Governor’s
House, Chief Minister’s
Secretariat, and High
Court have been paid
higher salaries despite be-
ing in the same grade as
workers in other govern-
ment departments, The
Balochistan Post reported.

The BGA emphasised
the need to address this
salary disparity, stressing
that the committee estab-
lished by the Balochistan
government has already
recommended the DRA.
However, the Balochistan
CM has taken no action
on the issue so far.

In retaliation for the
protests, the Balochistan
government has reported-
ly launched a crackdown
on protest leaders, with
more than 50 employees

arrested so far.

Previously, 38 assistant
professors and lecturers
from government colleges
were suspended for par-
ticipating in the protest.

In response to the gov-
ernment’s actions, em-
ployees have intensified
protests, with strikes, road
blockages and mass de-
portations. Employees
blocked key highways
connecting Quetta to Ka-
rachi, Taftan, Gwadar,
and Sindh in cities like
Khuzdar, Lasbela, and
Nasirabad, stalling traffic
movement on the roads.

The BGA has said that
it plans to hold protests in
phases, with the first
phase involving road
blockages until January
14, followed by a com-
plete closure of govern-
ment offices in Baloch-
istan on January 15.

The BGA announced
that the final stage of the
protest will be held on
January 20, with a sit-in
planned near the Red
Zone in Quetta. The em-
ployees have warned the
government that they will
launch a ‘Jail Bharo’ (Fill
the Jails) movement if no
action is taken.

Previously, the Baloch-
istan government sus-
pended 38 assistant pro-
fessors and lecturers, in-
cluding six female teach-
ers from various depart-
ments of the colleges, for
three months over their
participation in strikes
and protests, local media
reported.
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India auto
sales hit record
Q3 high

New Delhi
India’s auto industry
posted strong growthin
the third quarter of FY26,
driven by festive demand
and better affordability.
Passenger vehicle sales
jumped 21 percent to a
record 12.76 lakh units,
while exports also hit
new highs. Two-wheeler
sales crossed five million
units for the first time,
supported by tax relief
and rate cuts.
Three-wheelers and
commercial vehicles also
reported their best-ever
Q3 sales. Rising incomes,
policy support, and
strong overseas demand
from Africa, the Middle
East, and nearby regions
lifted overall industry
confidence. Analysts ex-
pect momentum to con-
tinue into coming quar-
ters nationwide despite
global uncertainty.

Nvidia plans
priority GPU supply
forKorea

Seoul
Nvidia has shown interest
in giving South Korea pri-
ority access to its next
generation graphics pro-
cessing units. A senior
government official said
the move could help the
country stay ahead in arti-
ficial intelligence compe-
tition. During a recent visit
to Nvidia headquarters
after CES 2026, officials
promised early supply of
Blackwell GPUs and pri-
ority access to Vera Rubin
chips. The Korean govern-
ment said faster access
to advanced chips is vital
for Al, robotics, autono-
mous driving, healthcare,
and smart technology
growth. Talks also includ-
ed setting up a Nvidia re-
search centre to support
startups and strengthen
future digital innovation
nationwide.

Amex shares
slideafter trump
ratecap

New Delhi
American Express shares
fell sharply after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump pro-
posed a one year cap on
credit card interest rates

at ten percent. Amex
dropped over four per-
cent, while Capital One,
Citigroup, Wells Fargo,
and Synchrony Financial
also declined. Analysts
warned the move could
cut profits and limit lend-
ing. Trump said high rates
hurt working people and
promised strict action. In-
dustry groups supported
cheaper credit but cau-
tioned availability may
suffer. Experts added
such a cap needs con-
gressional approval and
faces strong banking lob-
by resistance. Markets re-
acted quickly as investors
feared tighter rules be-
fore upcoming elections
nationwide.

BUSINESS

NEW DELHI

The government has asked
online food delivery and
quick commerce platforms to
remove rigid ten minute de-
livery promises to ensure the
safety of gig workers. Labour
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
raised the issue during meet-
ings with major companies
operating in the sector.

Mandaviya held discussions
with representatives of Blink-
it, Zepto, Swiggy and Zoma-
to, urging them to put worker
safety above speed. He ad-
vised the companies to stop
using strict delivery timelines
on their apps, advertisements
and promotional material,
saying such commitments
create unsafe pressure on de-
livery partners.

After the government’s in-
tervention, Blinkit has report-
edly removed its ten minute
delivery claim from all its
brand platforms. Other com-
panies also assured the minis-
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' Government pushes safer
 rules for delivery workers

After govt intervention, Blinkit removed its ten-minute delivery
claim, while others pledged removing delivery-time promises.

4
»/

ter that delivery time promis-
es would be removed from
advertisements and social
media pages.

The move is being seen as
an important step towards im-
proving working conditions
for delivery partners, many of
whom rush through busy
roads to meet tight deadlines.
Safety concerns for gig work-
ers have been growing, espe-
cially in crowded urban areas.

The issue has also received
political attention. Aam Aad-
mi Party Rajya Sabha MP Ra-
ghav Chadha has been high-
lighting the risks faced by
delivery workers. On Mon-

day, he shared a video of him-
self spending a day as a deliv-
ery partner in Delhi to under-
stand their daily struggles.

Wearing a delivery compa-
ny jacket, Chadha was seen
riding through traffic and de-
livering parcels. He said the
experience helped him under-
stand the challenges faced by
gig workers beyond policy
discussions.

Earlier this month, Chadha
welcomed the draft social se-
curity rules for gig workers,
calling them a first step to-
wards dignity and protection.
He also supported delivery
partners who held a symbolic
nationwide strike on New
Year’s Eve.

The strike saw thousands of
workers logging off apps or
reducing work, causing delays
on a busy day. Chadha said
their demands for fair wages
and safety are valid, adding
that gig workers play a
vital role in India’s urban
economy.

India office
market hits
record high 2025

NEW DELHI

India Al Impact Summit
set to redefine future

NEW DELHI

India’s office market reached
a new high in 2025, recording
a record 83.3 million square
feet of gross leasing, accord-
ing to a new report. The
strong performance came de-
spite global uncertainty and
highlighted India’s growing
strength as a major business
destination.

A report by real estate con-
sultancy JLL said global com-
panies accounted for 58.4 per
cent of total office leasing
during the year. This showed
continued confidence in In-
dia’s long-term economic out-
look and its ability to attract
global investment.

Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Pune and Mumbai achieved
their best-ever leasing vol-
umes, reflecting steady de-
mand across sectors. Other
cities also reported higher or
stable leasing levels com-
pared to the previous year,
pointing to wider demand be-
yond major metros.

Global Capability Centres
emerged as the biggest driver
of office demand in 2025.
They accounted for 37.7 per
cent of total leasing and ab-
sorbed a record 31 million
square feet of space, the high-
est ever for this segment.

The flexible office segment
also showed strong growth. In
the fourth quarter of 2025, flex
spaces reached a 26.6 per cent
share, marking their highest
quarterly contribution so far.

Technology firms led leas-
ing activity for the full year
with a 25.8 per cent share.
Manufacturing and industrial
companies followed with 15.4
per cent, while the BFSI sec-
tor closely matched with 15.2
per cent. Bengaluru remained
the top choice for global
firms, holding a 29 per cent
share. Delhi-NCR followed,
with Mumbai and Hyderabad
close behind.

The upcoming India Al Im-
pact Summit 2026 is expected
to become a major turning
point for the country in shap-
ing the future of responsible
and inclusive Artificial Intel-
ligence, according to experts.
The summit will be held in
New Delhi from February 16
to 20 and is being seen as a
key global platform for mean-
ingful Al discussions.

An official statement from
the IT Ministry said the event
was highlighted during the
38th episode of Digital India
Ask Our Experts. Experts ex-
plained that the summit is
built around three guiding
principles, known as the
“Sutras” — People, Planet
and Progress. These pillars
aim to ensure that Al develop-
ment benefits society, protects
the environment and supports
steady growth.

Several focused working
groups, called “Chakras”, will
hold discussions on policy,
skills development and re-
al-world use of Al. The out-
comes are expected to influ-
ence Al planning not only in
India but also across the
Global South. Special atten-
tion will be given to young
people, startups, women inno-

vators and learners from Tier-
2 and Tier-3 cities.

The summit will also host
the India AI Impact Expo
2026 at Bharat Mandapam.
The expo will showcase Al
solutions improving educa-
tion, healthcare, agriculture
and governance. Events such
as Al and Data Labs, pitch
fests and the YUVAI Global
Youth Challenge will offer
learning and growth opportu-
nities.

During the programme, cit-
izens raised questions about
Al infrastructure, open data
access, healthcare data and
inclusion of non-technical us-
ers. Experts assured that In-
diaAl is building open, safe
and inclusive platforms.

Recently, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi encouraged
startups to use Al for social
good, calling his interaction
with young innovators mean-
ingful and inspiring.

-250.48 PTS

SENSEX
83,627.69

v Z 0
-57.95PTS |+0.096 PAISE

NIFTY USD/INR
25,732.30 90.229

GO
14,207 /1GM 270 880/1KG

O ibcworldnews.com

+¥2300

n

Critical minerals key to
India manufacturlng push

NEW DELHI

Strengthening critical mineral
supply chains is essential for
boosting India’s manufactur-
ing strength and supporting
long term growth, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Tuesday. The minister
made the remarks while par-
ticipating in the Critical Min-
erals Ministerial Meeting held
in the United States.

Vaishnaw, who handles the
Railways and Electronics and
IT portfolios, arrived in the
US on Sunday to attend the
high level meeting hosted by
US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent. The discussions fo-
cused on securing mineral
supply chains that are crucial
for modern industries and ad-
vanced technologies.

Sharing his views on social
media, the minister said
strong and reliable access to
critical minerals is vital for
improving the resilience of
India’s manufacturing base
and its fast growing electron-
ics sector. He stressed that
supply chain stability is nec-
essary to meet future industri-
al demand.

US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said participat-
ing nations showed a shared

commitment to quickly ad-
dressing weaknesses in global
mineral supply chains. He
added that countries should
focus on reducing risks rather
than cutting economic ties,
and act decisively to ensure
long term stability.

The visit comes as India re-
cently announced a major
scheme to promote the manu-
facturing of sintered Rare
Earth Permanent Magnets.
The scheme aims to reduce
import dependence and
strengthen India’s role in
global advanced materials
supply chains.

With a financial outlay of
Rs 7,280 crore, the plan tar-
gets setting up 6,000 metric
tonnes per year of integrated
manufacturing capacity, cov-
ering the entire process from
rare earth oxides to finished
magnets.

The initiative is expected to

Vaishnaw, overseeing
Railways and
Electronics & IT,
arrived in the US
Sunday to attend a
high-level meeting with
Treasury Secretary
Bessent on critical
mineral supply chains

attract technology focused in-
vestments, generate jobs and
support India’s Net Zero 2070
goals. It also aligns with the
vision of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat by building strong do-
mestic capabilities.

India is also working
through global platforms like
the Minerals Security Part-
nership and the Indo Pacific
Economic Framework to de-
velop secure and resilient
critical mineral supply net-
works.

Bond markets anticipate higher 2026 state borrowing, while RBI support,
fiscal prudence, and index inclusion may attract foreign investors

India growth sweet spot spurs policy rethink

NEW DELHI

India appears to be in a Gold-
ilocks phase of strong eco-
nomic growth and low infla-
tion, with economists calling
for a shift towards a near neu-
tral policy path to support sta-
bility in 2026.

A new report by HSBC
Global Investment Research
said India is currently enjoy-
ing balanced conditions,
where growth remains healthy
while inflation stays under
control, creating space for
thoughtful policy decisions.

The report suggested that a
near neutral approach, com-
bining fiscal discipline with
continued monetary support,
would help markets and the
broader economy perform
steadily in the coming year.

It added that a mix of tight
government spending and
easier monetary policy could
create better balance and re-
main positive for all major
asset classes.

However, economists
warned that deeper issues
such as weak corporate in-

- |
vestment and limited foreign
capital inflows still need care-
ful attention.

Bond markets have already
priced in higher state borrow-
ing expected in early 2026,
while steps like RBI bond
purchases, fiscal prudence in
the Union Budget and possi-
ble global bond index inclu-
sion could draw foreign
investors.

The report noted that equi-
ties may benefit from recent
reforms, rising nominal GDP
and more reasonable valua-
tions, but lasting gains
will depend on structural re-
forms that encourage private
investment.

Chief India Economist
Pranjul Bhandari said infla-
tion is likely to stay just be-

o

low the four percent target
next year, easing pressure on
the central bank to raise
rates.

She added there is room for
further easing if growth
slows, a view different from
market expectations of tighter
money and looser fiscal
policy.

Globally, factors such as
tariff developments, bond in-
dex inclusion and changing
developed market yields
continue to influence Indian
markets.

The central government
plans to reduce public debt to
pre pandemic levels by finan-
cial year 2031 through steady
fiscal consolidation, support-
ed partly by privatisation
efforts.

South Korea manufacturers expect tough economic year

SEOUL

Around 40 percent of South
Korean manufacturers expect
economic conditions to wors-
en this year, showing rising
concern over currency
swings and global uncertain-
ty, according to a new indus-
try survey.

A poll by the Korea Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try covering 2,208 manufac-
turing firms found that

40.1 percent of respondents
foresee a deterioration in
the economy. Among them,
14.7 percent expect a
clear decline, while 25.4
percent anticipate a mild
slowdown.

Only 23.6 percent of com-
panies believe conditions
will improve, while 36.4 per-
cent expect the economy to
remain mostly unchanged
from 2025. The results point
to cautious sentiment across

the manufacturing sector.

The chamber said 47 per-
cent of respondents cited a
stronger US dollar and rising
volatility in the foreign ex-
change market as major
drags. Sharp changes in
crude oil prices and raw ma-
terial costs were also named
as key risks.

Trade uncertainty linked to
policies of US President
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion added further pressure

US Iran tariffs raise
fresh concerns India

NEW DELHI

| ELECTRIC-INDIA-ACCELERATES

on business confidence.

Due to these concerns,
only 20 percent of firms
said they plan to expand op-
erations this year. About 67
percent said they would
maintain current business
levels and delay major
investments.

The outlook differed across
industries. In the semicon-
ductor sector, which is enjoy-
ing strong global demand, 47
percent of companies plan to

expand. Pharmaceutical and
cosmetics firms were also
relatively optimistic, with
around 39 percent in each
sector expecting growth.

Kang Seok-koo, head
of research at the chamber,
said that while exports
and domestic consumption
may recover, uneven industry
growth and a strong
dollar are pushing firms to
remain cautious this year
overall.

Government drives electric vehicle growth at record pace

NEW DELHI

India may face fresh trade pressure after the United States an-
nounced a 25 per cent tariff on countries doing business with
Iran. The move comes at a time when India is already dealing
with high US tariffs on several exports. Experts say the decision
could affect India due to its strong trade links with Tehran.
India is among Iran’s top five trading partners. Official data
shows that during the financial year 202425, India exported
goods worth 1.24 billion dollars to Iran, while imports stood
at 0.44 billion dollars. This took total bilateral trade to around

1.68 billion dollars.

Major Indian exports to Iran include rice, tea, sugar, medi-
cines, manmade fibres, electrical equipment and artificial jew-
ellery. In return, India imports dry fruits, chemicals and glass-
ware from Iran. These trade ties have remained steady despite

global sanctions on Tehran.

India and Iran also share strategic cooperation. In 2015, both
countries signed an agreement to jointly develop the Shahid
Beheshti Port at Chabahar. India continues to support
the port’s growth as a key hub for regional trade and human-

itarian supplies.

India’s push towards electric
mobility gained strong mo-
mentum in 2025 as the Centre
accelerated electric vehicle
adoption through record in-
vestments and successful pol-
icy measures, according to an
official statement released on
Tuesday.

The Ministry of Heavy In-
dustries said the Production
Linked Incentive scheme for
the auto sector played a major
role in strengthening India’s
EV ecosystem. During 2024—
25, claims worth nearly Rs
2,000 crore were disbursed
under the PLI Auto scheme,
reflecting rising industry par-
ticipation and confidence.

By December 31, 2025, in-
centives had supported more
than 13.61 lakh electric vehi-
cles across the country. These
included over 10.42 lakh elec-
tric two wheelers, around 2.38
lakh three wheelers, nearly
80,000 electric cars and more
than 1,300 electric buses.

A major boost came from
the PM E DRIVE scheme,
launched in September 2024
with a total outlay of Rs
10,900 crore. The scheme
aims to speed up EV adop-
tion, expand charging infra-
structure and strengthen do-
mestic EV manufacturing.

Under the scheme, Rs 3,679
crore has been set aside to
support over 28 lakh electric
vehicles, while Rs 4,391 crore
has been allocated for deploy-
ing more than 14,000 electric
buses through public transport
agencies.

As of the end of 2025,

claims worth Rs 1,703 crore
had been cleared and over 21
lakh electric vehicles sold un-
der the scheme.

In addition, government
owned CESL finalised one of
India’s largest tenders for
10,900 electric buses across
five major cities.

The ministry is also imple-
menting the Electric Car
Manufacturing scheme to at-
tract global investment and
boost local value addition.
Approved companies must
invest at least Rs 4,150 crore
within three years.

Officials said these efforts
support Make in India, gener-
ate jobs and firmly place In-
dia on the global electric mo-
bility map.
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Government
Orders Sports
Bodies to
Form IR

NEW DELHI

In a policy move to strengthen
India’s global sporting pres-
ence and domestic capabili-
ties, the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports has directed
all recognised National Sports
Federations (NSFs) to consti-
tute committees on Interna-
tional Relations and Make in
India in Sports. The initiative
supports greater international
engagement while promoting
self-reliance under the Atman-
irbhar Bharat vision.

The International Relations
Committee will track develop-
ments within international fed-
erations, including competition
rules, governance frameworks,
election processes, and ath-
lete-focused programmes. It
will also advise NSFs on align-
ing international engagements
with government policy, the
Olympic Charter, and princi-
ples of good governance, an-
ti-doping, and athlete welfare.

The Make in India in Sports
Committee will focus on
strengthening domestic
sports manufacturing by
engaging Indian manu-
facturers, start-ups, re-
search institutions,
and testing bodies.
The aim is to
reduce import
dependence,
promote inno-
vation, and ensure
globally competi-
tive indigenous
sports equipment.

Officials believe
the twin-commit-
tee framework
will help NSFs
operate more
strategically and
sustainably.

ALYSSA HEALY

Announces Retirement Ahead
of T20 World Cup 2026

Australian cricket icon Alyssa Healy announces
retirement before T20 World Cup 2026,
concluding a glittering era for fans.

DeRozan, Monk Power Kings Past Lakers as
Sacramento Secures Convincing Home Win

CALIFORNIA

The Sacramento Kings deliv-
ered a confident all-round
performance to defeat the Los
Angeles Lakers 124-112,
snapping lingering doubts af-
ter a difficult stretch and
building momentum with a
second straight victory. Play-
ing with renewed energy and
depth, Sacramento showcased
offensive balance and control
against a traditionally formi-

dable opponent.

Leading the charge was De-
Mar DeRozan, who produced
an outstanding display with
32 points and six assists.
DeRozan dictated the tempo
for much of the game, mixing
mid-range efficiency with
smart playmaking to keep the
Lakers’ defense under con-
stant pressure. His composure
in key moments ensured the
Kings maintained their advan-
tage whenever Los Angeles

threatened a comeback.

A major boost came from
the bench, where Malik Monk
delivered one of his finest
performances of the season.
Monk poured in a season-high
26 points and dished out eight
assists, providing scoring
punch and creativity that tilt-
ed the game decisively in
Sacramento’s favor. His abil-
ity to exploit mismatches and
push the pace proved vital
during crucial stretches.

Djokovic Returns to
Melbourne Aiming to
Defy ‘Sincaraz’ Era

MAROUSI

As the Australian Open gets
underway, Novak Djokovic
returns to Melbourne Park
with a familiar yet formida-
ble mission: to reassert his
dominance in men’s tennis
and confront the rise of the
so-called Sincaraz era. An
Australian Open title would
further enhance his legacy
and could see him stand
alone as the most successful
Grand Slam champion in
history. Djokovic claimed
[ his 24th major title at the US
[ Open in late 2023, equalling
Margaret Court’s all-time
record. Since then, the
Grand Slam landscape has
shifted. Italy’s Jannik Sinner
and Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz
have emerged as the sport’s
dominant forces, sharing
major titles with relentless,
high-tempo tennis.

The pair represent a new
generation defined by explo-
sive movement, heavy
groundstrokes, and fearless
shot-making. Their baseline

dominance has challenged
even the most experienced
players, suggesting men’s /
tennis has entered a new |
phase. For Djokovic, now l
in the latter stages of his |
career, the challenge is
both physical and symbol-
ic. Yet Melbourne re-
mains his fortress. A
record Australian
Open champion,
Djokovic draws .~
strength from _,/

his experience,
resilience, and -

tactical intelli- . -

gence, and few
are willing to
dismiss his
chances of an-
other historic
run.

SYDNEY

In a significant development for women’s cricket, Alyssa
Healy, captain of the Australia women’s cricket team, has
announced her retirement from all forms of international
cricket. The 35-year-old revealed the decision on a podcast,
ending widespread speculation about her future ahead of the
ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 2026.

Healy cited persistent mental fatigue and recurring inju-
ries as the main factors behind her call, explaining that the
physical and emotional demands of elite cricket had taken
a sustained toll. While she had hoped to compete in another
global tournament, she said stepping aside now would better

serve her wellbeing and the team’s long-term planning.
The wicketkeeper-batter confirmed that the upcom-
ing home series against India in February—March

will be her final assignment in Australian colours.
As part of a planned farewell, Healy will skip the

T20 Internationals to allow selectors to finalise

: World Cup combinations. However, she will con-
) tinue to lead Australia in the One-Day Internationals
and make her final international appearance in the one-
off Test match in Perth.
Widely regarded as one of the most influen-
tial cricketers of her generation, Healy’s
career has been defined by innovation,
fearlessness, and sustained success. An

\ eight-time World Cup winner across

formats, she reshaped expectations of
wicketkeeper-batters with her ag-
gressive batting and sharp game
awareness. Tributes from across
the cricketing world have high-
lighted her competitive spirit and
lasting impact, underlining her

enduring legacy in the game.

India Open Badminton
2026 Begins in New Delhi

NEW DELHI

The India Open Badminton
tournament got underway on
Tuesday at the iconic Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
marking the start of one of the
most important events on the
Indian badminton calendar.
As a Super 750 tournament
and the second stop of the
BWF World Tour in 2026, the
competition is set to feature
several of the world’s top-
ranked players alongside a
formidable Indian contingent.

Leading the home chal-
lenge is two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu, who
enters the tournament ranked
18th in the world. Sindhu is
making her return to consis-
tent competition after a chal-
lenging 2025 season marred
by injuries and extended re-
habilitation. Encouraging
signs of resurgence were ev-
ident recently when she
reached the semi-finals of the
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India Open Badminton
2026 begins in New Delhi
as top Indian shuttlers
aim strong starts on
home courts

Malaysia Open, and she will
be eager to build on that mo-
mentum in front of home
supporters. She is joined in
women’s singles by Malvika
Bansod and promising
youngster Tanvi Sharma,
both looking to make an im-
pression at the elite level.

India’s women’s doubles
challenge will be spearheaded
by the experienced pairing of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Go-
pichand, who enjoy strong
crowd backing whenever they
play on home soil. Their pres-
ence adds depth to an Indian
lineup that has grown increas-
ingly competitive in doubles
events over recent years.

In men’s singles, fans are
set for an early domestic clash
as Lakshya Sen faces Ayush
Shetty in the opening round,
ensuring that only one Indian
progresses from that encoun-
ter. Former world champion-
ship medallists Kidambi Sri-
kanth and HS Prannoy are
also part of the draw, bringing
experience and pedigree to
the men’s singles competition.

In men’s doubles, world
number three duo Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will aim to reclaim the
India Open title they last won
in 2022. They will be joined
by MR Arjun and Hariharan
Amsakarunan, further
strengthening India’s doubles
representation. The mixed
doubles challenge will be led
by Paris 2024 Olympians
Tanisha Crasto and Dhruv
Kapila, who are seeded as In-
dia’s top pairing.

Nylander’s Overtime Goal Sinks Avalanche

DENVER

A thrilling overtime finish saw
the Toronto Maple Leafs stun
the Colorado Avalanche 4-3,
snapping the Avalanche’s re-
markable 17-game home win-
ning streak. The dramatic vic-
tory came at 3:59 of overtime
when William Nylander pro-
duced a moment of brilliance
to silence the Denver crowd.

Nylander, showcasing com-
posure and precision under
pressure, skated down the right
flank before receiving a well-
timed pass from Oliver Ek-
man-Larsson. Without hesita-
tion, the Swedish forward re-
leased a low shot that slipped
through the pads of goaltender
Trent Miner, who finished the
night with 27 saves. The goal
sealed a memorable road win
for Toronto and marked one of
the most significant results of
their season so far.

The loss was Colorado’s
first at home since October 23,

underlining just how formida-
ble the Avalanche had been at
Ball Arena. Despite the set-
back, the Avalanche remain
unbeaten at home in regulation
time, holding an impressive
17-0-3 record. However, the
defeat denied them an oppor-
tunity to equal the franchise
record for consecutive home
victories, adding a layer of dis-
appointment to an otherwise

BCB-ICC TALKS

dominant home campaign.
The contest itself was
evenly matched, with both
sides exchanging goals and
momentum throughout regu-
lation time. Toronto dis-
played resilience and tactical
discipline, repeatedly an-
swering Colorado’s offensive
pressure. The Avalanche,
known for their speed and
depth, pushed hard late in the

third period but were unable
to find the decisive break-
through before overtime.

For the Maple Leafs, the
victory represents a confi-
dence-boosting result against
one of the league’s strongest
home teams. Nylander’s per-
formance once again high-
lighted his importance to To-
ronto’s attacking structure,
particularly in high-stakes
moments. His ability to deliv-
er in overtime further
strengthens his reputation as a
clutch performer.

Colorado, meanwhile, will
look to quickly regroup as they
continue their push toward the
postseason. While the home
streak has ended, their overall
home form remains among the
league’s best. As both teams
move forward, this tightly con-
tested matchup is likely to be
remembered as one of the sea-
son’s standout encounters, de-
fined by Nylander’s decisive
overtime heroics.

BCB Seeks Shift of T20 WC 2026 Matches
from India amid Security Concerns

DHAKA

With less than a month re-
maining before the start of the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2026, uncertainty has emerged
over Bangladesh’s participa-
tion following high-level dis-
cussions between the Bangla-
desh Cricket Board and the
International Cricket
Council.
The
two
bodies
held a video conference call
on Tuesday to deliberate on
logistical and operational mat-
ters related to the tournament.

During the meeting, the
BCB formally requested the
ICC to shift Bangladesh’s
group-stage matches from In-
dia to Sri Lanka. The request
was made amid ongoing con-
cerns raised by the Bangladesh
board regarding the security of

players and support staff. Offi-
cials reiterated that the issue
was not related to cricketing
preparations but stemmed pure-
ly from safety considerations.
The BCB was represented in
the meeting by its President Md
Aminul Islam, Vice Presidents
Md Shakawath Hossain and
Faruque Ahmed, along with
Director and Chairman of the
Cricket Operations Committee
Nazmul Abedeen. Chief Exec-

utive Officer Nizam Uddin
Chowdhury was also part of
the discussions. The delega-
tion collectively reaffirmed the
board’s position, stressing that
their concerns had been com-
municated earlier as well.
According to sources famil-
iar with the deliberations, the
ICC acknowledged the con-
cerns raised by the Bangladesh
board but has not yet taken a
final decision on the venue

change request. The global
governing body is understood
to be evaluating security as-
sessments, logistical implica-
tions, and the broader tourna-
ment schedule before respond-
ing formally. Any alteration to
match venues at this stage
could have significant ripple
effects on planning, broadcast-
ing, and fan arrangements.
The development has
sparked debate within the
cricketing community, as the
T20 World Cup is entering its
final phase of preparation.
India is scheduled to host
several matches, and the pos-
sibility of relocating fixtures
adds an element of uncertain-
ty so close to the tourna-
ment’s commencement. Sri
Lanka, meanwhile, has
emerged as a potential alter-
native venue given its recent
experience in hosting major
international events.
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