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K'TAKALIFTS 2022 ORDER
BANNING HIJAB INCLASSROOMS

The previous BJP govt had banned Huab in classrooms which had sparked a nationwide controversy

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Wednesday withdrew its
2022 order banning wearing
hijab in classrooms and has
issued a fresh order permit-
ting students to wear a ‘limit-
ed traditional and prac-
tice-based symbols’.

The preceding BJP govern-
ment had, in February 2022,
banned students from wearing
hijab to classrooms, giving
rise to a controversy as some
Muslim girls were prevented
from attending classes since
their dress was not in accor-
dance with the uniforms of
the institutions.

The BJP government also
insisted that the girls follow
the uniform prescribed by the
schools or colleges they were
studying in.

Further, in March 2022, the
High Court upheld the gov-
ernment order, stating that
wearing hijab was not an es-
sential practice in Islam. The
Supreme Court, however, de-
livered a split verdict in Octo-
ber the same year.

The present decision of the
state government follows
strong objections raised by
leaders of the Muslim com-
munity when the Congress
did not give the Davanagere
bypoll ticket to a Muslim
candidate. Congress’ Samarth
Shamanur Mallikarjun won

Whatdoesit mean?

The Karnataka government has withdrawn its 2022
uniform order that had imposed restrictions on reli-
gious symbols in educational institutions. The decision
effectively removes the earlier guidelines that led to
the hijab-related controversy in the state. Under the re-
vised order, students in government, aided, and private
schools and pre-university colleges are now allowed to
wear religious symbols such as the hijab, sacred thread
(janivara), rudraksha, and other traditional items along
with the prescribed uniform. The earlier 2022 order
had sparked widespread protests and legal challenges

after it restricted religious attire in classrooms.

With the latest move, the government has
reversed its stance, while maintaining the
requirement of a standard school uniform.

by a thin margin of 5,700
votes, which was attributed
to a split in Muslim votes.
Muslim leaders reminded
Congress that the hijab issue,

banning hijab.

preme Court.

September 21.

among others, remained un-

resolved for nearly three

years since the party came to
power.

School Education &

Literacy Minister Mad-

hu Bangarappa re-

KARNATAKA HIJAB BAN TIMELINE

= JANUARY 1, 2022: Hijab-clad students were barred
from entering a government pre-university (PU) col-
lege in Udupi, citing uniformity among students. This
led to protests and a student going to the High Court.

= FEBRUARY 5, 2022: The BJP-led Karnataka govern-
ment issued an order under the Karnataka Education
Act, 1983 prescribing a uniform for all students to
wear in state-run educational institutions, effectively

= MARCH 15, 2022: A 3-Judge Bench of the Karnataka
High Court upheld the Hijab ban in state educational
institutions, which led to the case reaching the Su-

= MARCH-AUGUST 2022: Despite the immediate filing
of the appeal, the Supreme Court did not hear the
case for over five months, until August 29.

= MARCH-AUGUST 2022: Despite the immediate filing
of the appeal, the Supreme Court did not hear the
case for over five months, until August 29.

= SEPTEMBER 21, 2022: The Bench, comprising
Justices Gupta and Dhulia, began hearing substantial
arguments in the case and concluded the hearings on

m TOCTOBER 13, 2022: The SC Bench delivered a
split verdict in the Hijab ban case.

leased the fresh order at a
news conference along with
Health Minister Dinesh Gun-
durao, a Brahmin, and Shiva-
jinagar Congress MLA Riz-
wan Arshad, a Muslim, in this
regard.

Rangasamy’s 5th term as
Puducherry CM begms

PUDUCHERRY

N Rangasamy was sworn in
as Puducherry Chief Minister
for a record fifth term on
Wednesday, as the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
retained power in the Union
Territory following the recent
Assembly elections.

The swearing-in ceremony
was held at the Lok Bhavan in
Puducherry, where Licutenant
Governor K Kailasanathan
administered the oath of of-
fice and secrecy to Ran-
gasamy and the newly-induct-
ed ministers.

Along with the CM, A
Namassivayam and Malladi
Krishna Rao took oath as
Cabinet ministers.

With the latest swearing-in,
Rangasamy has become the
first leader in Puducherry’s
history to hold the office of
Chief Minister five times, fur-
ther cementing his position as
one of the UT’s most influen-
tial political figures.

The NDA alliance secured
a comfortable majority in the
recently concluded 30-mem-
ber Puducherry Assembly
elections. Rangasamy’s All
India N.R. Congress emerged

It is our government’s duty
to implement all necessary
schemes for the welfare of H
the people even more
effectively. We will certainly -
fulfill this responsibility
with excellence.

—N Rangasamy, Puducherry CM

as the dominant force in the
alliance with 12 seats, while
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) won four seats. The All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) and
Latchiya Jananayaga Katchi
(LJK) secured one seat each.

The opposition saw the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) winning five seats
and the Indian National Con-
gress (INC) securing one seat,
while Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK) opened its ac-
count with two seats.

Impasse ends: Cong to
declare Kerala CM today

NEW DELHI

Kerala will have to wait for
one more day to know who its
new Chief Minister will be
with the Congress saying all
discussions have been com-
pleted but pushed the an-
nouncement to Thursday.

The decision to announce
the name a day later came
soon after Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and Lead-
er of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi held a final
round of discussion here on
Wednesday evening.

“As authorised by the mem-
bers of the Congress Legislature

Party in Kerala, the Congress
high command has completed
all discussions. The decision on
who will be the next Chief Minis-
ter of Kerala will be announced
tomorrow (Thursday),” Congress
General Secretary (Communica-
tions) Jairam Ramesh told report-
ers after the meeting.

It was not immediately clear
why the announcement has
been delayed to Thursday even
as the High Command has
come to a conclusion on the
name for the top post in the
state for which there are three
contenders — KC Venugopal,
VD Satheesan and Ramesh
Chennithala.

The attack on a delegation heading for an inter-church meet has triggered
shutdown stir in Kangpokpi and condemnation from Christian orgs

3 Kuki church leaders killed,
5 hurt in Mampur ambush

GUWAHATI

Three church leaders belong-
ing to the Thadou Baptist As-
sociation (TBA) were shot
dead and several others in-
jured after unidentified armed
men ambushed their vehicles
in Manipur’s Kangpokpi dis-
trict, triggering fresh tension
in the region.

The victims were identified
as former Manipur Baptist
Convention General Secretary
Rev. V Sitlhou, Rev. V Kai-
goulun, and Pastor Paogou-
len. They were travelling in
two vehicles from Churachan-
dpur district to Kangpokpi
after attending a TBA confer-
ence in Lamka when the at-
tack took place.

Five others sustained inju-
ries in the ambush and are
currently undergoing treat-
ment. The injured include
Rev. SM Haopu, Rev. Hekai
Simte, Rev. Paothang, and

W K

two drivers identified as Lel-
en and Goumang.

Police officials said the in-
cident occurred midway be-
tween the villages of Kotlen
and Kotzim. Following the
attack, authorities imposed an
immediate blockade on National
Highway-2, a key route connect-
ing Manipur with Nagaland and
other northeastern states.

The Kuki Students’ Organ-
isation (KSO), Churachand-
pur district, announced an
indefinite emergency shut-
down from Wednesday after-
noon, condemning the killings
and alleging failure by securi-
ty agencies to prevent attacks
by armed groups.

4 militantsarrested

inManipur
IMPHAL
Security forces have
arrested four militants
belonging to different
proscribed outfits from
three districts of Manipur,
police said in a statement
on Wednesday. One
militant was apprehend-
ed from the Canchipur
supermarket in Imphal
West district, and an-
other from the Checkon
Crossing in Imphal East
district, it said. The other
two militants were held
from Langol Laimanai and
Nongada Makha Leikai ar-
eas of those two districts.
All the arrests were made
on Wednesday.

JUST A CAUTIOUS STEP

Big ‘Vijay’ for
Thalapathy as TVK
clears floor test

CHENNAI

The cross-voting by 25 rebel
MLAs of AIADMK helped
make the TVK government's
floor test in the Tamil Nadu
assembly on Wednesday a
cakewalk.

With the help of the AIAD-
MK MLAs, the TVK govern-
ment's tally improved signifi-
cantly to 144 amidst allega-
tions of horse-trading by the
opposition.

Leader of Opposition Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin said that the
TVK government was sustain-
ing with "borrowed" allies and
by splitting the ATADMK.

As many as 25 AIADMK
legislators, including former
ministers SP Velumani and CV
Shanmugam voted in support of
the Vijay-led Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam government during
the floor test. On its own the
TVK had 105 MLAs in the
House when the floor test
was taken up.

AMMK's lone MLA
from Mannargudi S Ka-
maraj who was expelled
by the party chief TTV

¥

Dhinakaran on May 12
for supporting the \ '

AIADMK cross-voting
jacks up TVK tally to
144 in TN assembly;

LoP Udhayanidhi Stalin
says the Vijay-led govt
sustains with
'borrowed' allies and by
splitting the AIADMK

TVK, voted in favour of the
government.

As many as 21 ATADMK
MLAs backing party general
secretary Edappadi K Pala-
niswami and the latter too, vot-
ed against TVK while PMK's
four legislators and the lone BJP
member abstained. The DMK
with 59 MLAs and its ally the
DMDK (legislator and party
general secretary Premalatha
Vijayakanth) walked out.

Later, responding to the

horse-trading charge,
Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay said his
¢ government will
move at full throttle
(horse speed) to de-
liver development
rather than indulge in
backroom political
deals.

EPS sacks AIADMK rebel leaders from par-

ty posts after split over trust vote

Cracking the whip, AIADMK general secretary Edappa-
di K Palaniswami on Wednesday sacked rebel MLAs,
including former ministers S P Velumani, C V Shan-
mugam and C Vijayabaskar, from their party posts,
hours after 25 legislators voted in the favour of the
TVK government despite party “whip” asking them to
vote against. Palaniswami, in a tactic move, removed
several senior leaders, including former minister and
his close aide P Thangamani, who could not perform
well in the recently-held assembly elections. Through
this action, he made the removals look like a result of
the election debacle than one against the rebels. He also
quickly appointed replacements for the posts, sending a
strong message against rebels. The action came even as
everyone expected Palaniswami to move Speaker J C D Pra-
bhakar seeking disqualification of those who cross-voted.

GBA elections as per
court directions: DyCM

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar said on Wednes-
day that polls to the five corpo-
rations under the Greater Benga-
luru Authority (GBA) will be
held as per court directions.

He was replying to reporters'
query on civic body elections
at the GBA office here.

On revenue expectations
from GBA this year, he said,
"Let us see when the revenue
numbers come in. We are not
looking at revenue figures
right now. We must protect the
lives of people who are reeling
under price rise. In these diffi-

cult times — when people are
being told not to buy gold, re-
duce fuel consumption and
avoid foreign travel — things
should get better for the people.”

'A great insult to nation'

On cancellation of NEET-
2026, he said, "The NEET
question paper leak is a great
insult to the nation, and the
Union Ministers and Members
of Parliament must answer. If
similar incident had happened in
our state, we would have faced
severe attacks by now. Students
and parents, who had built
many dreams and worked hard
for the exam, are outraged."

‘PM Modi’s appeal about wise spending;, not austerity’

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Wednesday
clarified that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s appeal is not
about spending less but about
spending more wisely by re-
ducing fuel consumption,
avoidable dependence on im-
ported goods, and for-
eign-currency-intensive ser-
vices.

Official sources emphasised
that the Modi government is
not cutting capital expendi-
ture, welfare spending, or
subsidies in any manner.

While chairing a Cabinet
meeting, Prime Minister Modi
urged his colleagues to curtail
unnecessary expenditure, par-

ticularly on petrol and other
resources, in view of the on-
going West Asia crisis.

He is learnt to have asked
ministers to focus on cost-cut-
ting measures and conscious-
ly reduce the use of resources.

Sources said the Prime
Minister also directed minis-
ters to reduce the size of their
official convoys and limit
non-essential foreign visits.

Several ministers have al-
ready announced steps in this
regard.

Modi has also asked for
electric vehicles to be includ-
ed in his own convoy wherev-
er possible, without making
fresh purchases.

Government sources

stressed that the Prime Minis-
ter’s call to conserve fuel,
adopt work-from-home wher-
ever feasible, and reduce
avoidable foreign exchange
outflows does not amount to
“austerity measures,” a term

PM asked Indians to
cut fuel use, delay
gold buys and avoid
foreign travel;
Centre said the

voluntary appeals
were meant to
protect foreign
exchange reserves,
not signal austerity

that carries a negative eco-
nomic connotation.

Modi during a rally organ-
ised by the Telangana BJP in
Hyderabad on Sunday urged
citizens to reduce fuel con-
sumption and spend more

wisely amid the West Asia
CTiSis.

He suggested several prac-
tical steps, including reducing
petrol and diesel consump-
tion, using metro rail services
in cities, carpooling, greater
adoption of electric vehicles,
shifting parcel movement to
railways, and working from
home to conserve foreign ex-
change.

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw echoed the Prime
Minister’s message, stating,
“PM Modi has been guiding
us about the less usage of
products from outside. I also
appeal to everyone to use lim-
ited overseas products and
focus on self-reliance.”
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‘Locked, vacant houses
to be rechecked during
census’

CH News, Bengaluru
Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar directed of-
ficials to conduct a fresh

census verification of
locked and vacant hous-
es within the jurisdiction

of the North Municipal
Corporation. He said spe-
cial mop-up operations
were being carried out
every evening and during
holidays to ensure no
household was left out of
the census process. Ac-
cording to officials,
charge officers, assistant
charge officers, supervi-
sors and enumerators
participated in the re-ver-
ification exercise across
enumeration block
boundaries. Authorities
stated that the first
phase of house listing
and house census work
was nearing 100 percent
completion across the
corporation limits.

Water Board
Chief on manhole
overflow

CH News, Bengaluru
Dr Ram Prasat Manohar
instructed officials to
complete drainage desilt-
ing works within 15 days
to prevent inconvenience
to citizens during the up-
coming mMonsoon season.
Chairing a monsoon pre-
paredness meeting at the
Water Board headquar-
ters, he said preventing
flooding in low-lying areas
and stopping manholes
from overflowing should
be the top priority. He di-
rected officials to identify
rain-sensitive areas vul-
nerable to waterlogging
and infrastructure dam-
age. The Chairman also
instructed zone-wise
chief engineers not to re-
main confined to offices
and instead personally in-
spect field locations regu-
larly. Officials were further
directed to submit com-
prehensive reports to the
central office detailing
precautionary and pre-
ventive measures being
implemented ahead of
the rainy season.

Road widening drive
intensified to ease
traffic

CH News, Bengaluru
Lokhande Snehal Sud-
hakar inspected Munne-
kolalu, Balagere-Panathur
and Gear School roads
under the Bengaluru East
City Corporation limits to
speed up land acquisition
and the Transferable De-
velopment Rights (TDR)
process for road widening
projects. During the in-
spection, the Additional
Commissioner directed
TDR division officials to
examine applications
submitted by landowners
and expedite approvals re-
lated to road widening un-
der the Revised Master
Plan-2015.He alsoin-
structed officials to take
possession of properties
where formalities had al-
ready been completed and
begin widening works with-
out delay to reduce traffic
congestion in the area.
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' DCM announces major land regularisation
and urban reforms for Bengaluru

D K Shivakumar announced series of land regularisation, housing & infrastructure reforms aimed at improving urban governance
) Q.8 .‘%aaoaoacs

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister and
Bengaluru Development
Minister D K Shivakumar on
Wednesday unveiled a set of
major initiatives focused on
land regularisation, property
digitisation and infrastruc-
ture expansion to streamline
civic administration in Ben-
galuru.

He said the government
would launch the “My Ac-
count, My Right” campaign
on May 16, which will be
held across 50 locations in
five municipal corporations.
The initiative aims to resolve
e-khata-related issues direct-
ly through citizen open
house meetings.

Shivakumar said Karnata-
ka has already digitised more
than 23 lakh property records
under the e-khata system,
making it one of the largest
digital land record databases
in the country. Citizens can
access records through the
official portal and obtain ver-
ified documentation in a
transparent manner.

The government has also
announced a major incentive
scheme for conversion of B
khata properties to A khata.
Property owners who pay the
required fees within 100
days will receive up to 60
percent discount.

He further announced that
the permissible building vio-
lation regularisation limit has

been increased from 5 per-
cent to 15 percent, subject to
penalty payment and compli-
ance conditions.

A one-time settlement
scheme for unauthorised lay-

outs without BDA approval
will be introduced, with ap-
plications opening from June
15 for a three-month win-
dow. Authorities said the
move is expected to bring

large numbers of properties
into the legal framework.

As part of broader urban
development plans, 18,000
sites will be allotted to Shi-
varam Karanth layout land-
owners after legal clearance
and digital allocation pro-
cesses.

The government also an-
nounced the “Green Bengal-
uru” programme scheduled
for June 27, under which 15
lakh saplings will be planted
across the city.

Officials said the com-
bined measures aim to im-
prove transparency in land
records, accelerate housing
delivery and strengthen in-
frastructure planning in Ben-
galuru.

BENGALURU CITY
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‘Bhoo Guarantee’
tostreamline

property reforms

Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar on Wednesday
announced the ‘Bhoo Guaran-
tee’ initiative aimed at stream-
lining urban property records
and strengthening digital land
ownership rights. The scheme
includes e-Khata reforms, B to
A Khata conversion benefits
and a 60 percent fee discount
for payments made within 100
days. It also focuses on trans-
parent digital documentation,
reduced building violation
penalties and improved citizen
access to property services.
Officials said the ‘Bhoo
Guarantee’ will benefit lakhs
of property owners across
Bengaluru by ensuring faster
approvals and legal clarity.
The campaign will begin on
May 16 across multiple civic
locations in Bengaluru.

Bomb threat caller’s mental
health under scanner as
multi-agency probe continues

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Fresh details have emerged in
the investigation into the
bomb threat call made during
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s recent visit to Bengaluru,
with investigators now prob-
ing whether the arrested indi-
vidual is mentally unstable or
linked to a larger conspiracy.

According to police sourc-
es, the accused, identified as
Lohit, had allegedly made
threatening calls not only to
the Karnataka police helpline
but also to the Tamil Nadu
police helpline and several
investigative agencies across
the country.

Investigators said Lohit had
recently been brought back
from a de-addiction centre
where he had been undergo-
ing treatment. During this pe-
riod, he reportedly accessed
police and security agency

helpline numbers online be-
fore making the calls.

Officials also recovered
contact numbers of agencies
such as the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and other central investigative
bodies from his mobile
phone.

The accused has been ques-
tioned extensively by teams
from State and Central intelli-
gence agencies, the Internal
Security Division (ISD), the
NIA and the Tamil Nadu An-
ti-Terrorism Squad (ATS).

However, officials said Lo-
hit has been giving inconsis-
tent answers during interroga-
tion, raising doubts about his
mental condition.

Family members have re-
portedly submitted medical
records stating that he has
been undergoing treatment for
mental depression.

NEET retest uncertainty leaves
Karnataka students exhausted, anxious

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Shock, disappointment and
uncertainty swept across Kar-
nataka’s student community
after reports of a question pa-
per leak in the May 3 NEET
examination triggered con-
cerns over a possible retest.
Around 1.5 lakh students
from the State had appeared
for the national-level medical
entrance examination, consid-
ered the gateway for admis-
sion to MBBS and other med-
ical courses. Many aspirants,
who had spent months prepar-
ing intensively, said the con-
troversy had left them emo-
tionally and mentally exhaust-
ed.Students described the sit-
uation as particularly distress-
ing because they had already
completed rigorous schedules
involving school, coaching
classes and long study hours

with little personal time.
“Many of us are emotional-
ly drained. It is not easy to
regain the momentum,” said
one student preparing for a
possible re-examination.
Several aspirants criticised
the National Testing Agency
(NTA), which conducts the
examination, alleging negli-
gence desplte previous con-
troversies surrounding en-
trance tests.RC Prateeksha, a
drop-year student preparing at
a coaching institute, said the
development had deeply af-
fected students’ confidence
and health.“After last year’s
disappointment, I put in so
much effort. It’s heartbreak-
ing now. NTA should take
more care and responsibility,”
she said.For many long-term
aspirants, the uncertainty has
reopened emotional stress
they believed had finally end-

ed after the examination.

“I can’t shift to another ca-
reer option, and I can’t give up
on my dream either,” said K
Susiraji, who has been prepar-
ing for NEET over multiple
attempts.Parents too expressed
concern over logistical and
emotional challenges linked to
a retest. One parent said his
son, studying in a residential
school in Karkala, was reluc-
tant to return for another ex-
amination after mentally mov-
ing on from the preparation
phase.Teachers and academic
counsellors observed mixed
reactions among students. Ra-
ghavendra Hegde, a NEET
mentor, said candidates scor-
ing between 500 and 580
marks appeared particularly
upset, while some lower-scor-
ing students viewed the retest
as another opportunity.Educa-
tion experts noted that several

Several students
expressed fears of
burnout, besides
reduced preparation time
for a re-test.

students were now reconsider-
ing their career choices.

G Sridhar, Founder of Deek-
sha Networks, said many stu-
dents were exploring engineer-
ing and CUET-based admis-
sions instead of continuing
with uncertain medical en-
trance preparations.However,
not everyone opposed the re-
test. Muniswamy Thimme-
gowda, father of a high-scor-
ing candidate, welcomed the
move, saying it would ensure
fairness and prevent malprac-
tice from affecting deserving
students seeking seats in top
medical colleges like Banga-
lore Medical College and Re-
search Institute.

IT-BT firms likely to resist new flexi
work hour regulatlons in Karnataka

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Labour De-
partment is preparing for
fresh friction with the State’s
IT-BT industry as companies
are expected to seek exemp-
tions from the Centre’s newly
notified 48-hour weekly flexi
work cap under the Occupa-
tional Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH)
Code.

Officials said concerns
have emerged because the I'T-
BT sector already enjoys a
five-year exemption under
the Industrial Employment
(Standing Orders) Act, 1946,
and many companies may
consider rigid flexi-hour reg-
ulations unsuitable for proj-
ect-based operations and
global work schedules.

Labour Minister Santosh
Lad said the government was
not willing to dilute employ-
ee work-hour protections de-
spite requests from indus-
tries.

“We had received requests
from companies for 11 to 12
working hours per day, but
those proposals were rejected
outright,” Lad said.

He added that Karnataka
had already adopted flexi-

hour provisions earlier and
the State did not currently
foresee major implementa-
tion concerns.The Labour
Department is expected to
hold a meeting later this
week to finalise operational
rules and prescribe penalties
for violations under the new
framework.Officials stated
that Karnataka, which intro-
duced flexible work week
provisions through amend-
ments to the Factories Act in
2023, would now align its
rules with the Centre’s latest
notification.he earlier amend-
ments had enabled extended
daily work shifts for a mobile
phone manufacturing compa-
ny operating in the State.

However, officials clarified
that companies seeking ap-
proval for flexible schedules
would now have to meet
stricter compliance condi-
tions.

According to Labour De-
partment sources, firms pro-

FIGHTING FOR IDENTITY

posing longer daily shifts and
reduced workdays would be
required to provide mandato-
ry dormitory facilities, can-
teens and health infrastruc-
ture for employees.Authori-
ties also indicated that phys-
ical inspections would be
conducted before approvals
were granted for any flexi-
hour arrangements.Officials
further said the IT-BT sector
was expected to seek special
exemptions from the pro-
posed rules, similar to ex-
emptions previously sought
under other labour regula-
tions.Industry representatives
are reportedly concerned that
tighter work-hour controls
could affect operational flex-
ibility, particularly for firms
dealing with overseas clients
and time-zone-dependent
projects.The Labour Depart-
ment, meanwhile, has main-
tained that employee welfare
and workplace safeguards
would remain central to the
implementation process.Gov-
ernment sources said the
State intends to strike a bal-
ance between industrial flex-
ibility and labour rights while
framing the final rules for
implementation across sec-
tors.

Private Schools Assn Opposes Proposal
for Online Classes amid Global Tensions

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Private school management
bodies and educationists in
Karnataka have opposed sug-
gestions to shift school educa-
tion online in view of con-
cerns arising from the ongo-
ing Iran conflict, arguing that
students are still recovering
from the long-term impact of
pandemic-era virtual learning.

D. Shashi Kumar said
schools should continue with
physical classes and warned
against repeating the disrup-
tions experienced during the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“For over 500 days, schools
remained shut during the pan-
demic. We are yet to recover
from the impact it had on
children and their learning
levels,” he said.

He maintained that online

education may work for high-
er education institutions but
was unsuitable for school stu-
dents, particularly at the pri-
mary and secondary levels
where classroom interaction
plays a critical role in learn-
ing and development.Educa-
tionist V.P. Niranjanaradhya
also criticised the recommen-
dation, saying education ex-
tends beyond textbook in-
struction and digital delivery
.“Education is a holistic pro-
cess involving social develop-
ment, play, interaction with
classmates, creativity and the
building of human values,” he
said.Niranjanaradhya further
pointed out that students con-
tinue to face several lingering
problems caused by pro-
longed online learning during
the pandemic. These include
mental stress, loneliness,

learning difficulties, vi-
sion-related issues, mobile
phone addiction and reduced
social interaction.

He stated that many of
these concerns remain unre-
solved even years after
schools reopened.The educa-
tionist also noted that several
countries had introduced reg-
ulations and restrictions on
excessive use of digital tech-
nology in classrooms due to
concerns over its impact on
children’s mental and social
wellbeing.

School management repre-
sentatives said any future pol-
icy decisions involving online
education should prioritise
children’s developmental
needs and learning outcomes
rather than relying solely on
emergency measures adopted
during the pandemic period.

Debris, piled-up soil led to Bowring Hospital wall collapse, report revealst

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A government-appointed in-
quiry committee has identi-
fied construction debris, accu-
mulated soil, and a nearby
cricket practice facility as the
primary factors behind the

collapse of the Bowring Hos-
pital compound wall, which
killed seven people during
heavy rain and strong winds
on April 29.The committee,
headed by Urban District
Deputy Commissioner G.
Jagadeesha, found that a large

quantity of construction de-
bris had been dumped in the
vicinity of the wall. Though
the compound wall stood
about eight feet high, debris
had been piled up to nearly
six feet against it, significant-
ly weakening the structure.

Inspired by TVK, JD(S) considers regional rebranding

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The rapid political rise of C.
Vijay and his party Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam in Tamil
Nadu has sparked fresh discus-
sions within Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) over rebuilding itself as a
stronger regional political force
ahead of the 2028 Karnataka
Assembly elections.Sources
within JD(S) said the party
leadership and senior function-
aries were increasingly debat-
ing the need to revive the or-
ganisation’s independent iden-
tity and reduce long-term polit-

ical dependence on the BJP.
Party insiders pointed to TVK’s
ability to quickly mobilise re-
gional sentiment and attract
young supporters despite being

y
i A
arelatively new entrant in Tam-
il Nadu politics. This, they be-
lieve, has highlighted the con-

tinuing relevance of regional
identity politics in southern

states.Several leaders reported-
ly feel JD(S) can attempt a sim-
ilar repositioning by projecting
itself once again as a Karnata-
ka-centric regional outfit fo-
cused on agrarian issues, re-
gional aspirations and consoli-
dation of the Vokkaliga com-
munity. The internal discussions
mark a notable shift after JD(S)
entered into an alliance with the
BJP ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, primarily to
consolidate anti-Congress votes
in the Old Mysuru region.
While the alliance helped the
party electorally in some con-

stituencies, concerns have re-
portedly grown within sections
of the organisation over JD(S)
gradually losing its distinct po-
litical identity.“JD(S) was
strongest when it projected it-
self as an independent regional
force rather than as part of a
national coalition,” a senior
party functionary said.As part
of the revival exercise, the par-
ty has already begun organisa-
tional restructuring by reshuf-
fling office-bearers and ap-
pointing new spokespersons to
strengthen communication and
public outreach.

Karnataka High Court Quashes
Detention Order under Goonda Act

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has set aside the preventive
detention of Hussain Ka-
beer under the Karnataka
Prevention of Dangerous
Activities of Bootleggers,
Drug Offenders, Gamblers,
Goondas, Immoral Traffic
Offenders and Slum-Grab-
bers Act, 1985, citing
non-application of mind by
the detaining authority.The
order came after Kabeer’s
wife, Dilshad, approached
the court alleging illegal de-

i tention.A division bench

comprising Justice Anu Siv-
araman and Justice Tara Vi-
tasta Ganju observed that
the authorities failed to
properly examine the nature
and outcome of cases regis-
tered against the detainee
before passing the detention
order.

“The detaining authority
did not notice, while record-
ing its satisfaction, that in a
majority of cases, the de-
tainee was either acquitted
or compromise took place,”
the bench noted while
pointing to lack of proper
application of mind.
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Young woman
held in major
drug bust

Mulki
Police in Mulki arrested a
21-year-old woman for al-
legedly transporting and
selling hydroweed ganja.
Officers seized 1kg 42g of
the drug, valued at around
Rs 35 lakh, along with a
mobile phone and other
items during the operation
near Railway Station Road.
The accused, Suhana, a
BCA student from Shiva-
mogga district, is suspect-
ed of bringing drugs from
Chennai and supplying
them in Mangaluru for prof-
it. Police said she is also
facing earlier NDPS cases.
A case has been registered
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act and investiga-
tionis ongoing by police of-
ficials in progress now.

Rs 7 crore underpass
planned near
Kuloor bridge

Mangaluru
The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has approved construction
of a new underpass near
Kuloor bridge on National
Highway 66 to ease traffic
congestion. The Rs 7 crore
project aims to ensure
smooth movement of
heavy vehicles travelling
between Tannirbhavi,
Jokatte and the SEZ area.
Officials said construction
will begin within a few
days after tender comple-
tion. The underpass will
include box structures and
a 60-metre stretch de-
signed as per highway
standards. Authorities said
the project was chosen
due to space availability
and pipeline constraints
that prevented a flyover.
The work is expected to be
completed in six months.

Absconding petrol
caseaccused arrested
after decades

Bantwal
Vittal police arrested Sid-
dig, an accused abscond-
ing for over three decades
ina 1992 illegal petrol
transport case. He was
originally named inan FIR
registered at Vittal police
station against two per-
sons, Ibrahim and Siddiq.
During trial, he failed to
appear before court and
went into hiding to evade
arrest. Acting on credible
information, police arrest-
ed him at Kabbinamoole
in Kanyana village. He was
later produced before the
court after the arrest. Po-
lice said the long-pending
case has now been taken
forward for further legal
proceedings. Investiga-
tions continue under Vittal
police supervision and
court process ongoing.

Udupi tightens
rules on scanning
centres

Udupi
Deputy Commissioner
Swaroopa T.K. has direct-
ed that permission should
be given only to ultra-
sound scanning centres
that strictly follow govern-
ment rules. Chairing a dis-
trict-level PCPNDT com-
mittee meeting, she said
centres must display de-
tails of radiologists and
approval certificates, and
maintain proper records
as required by law. She
warned that strict action
will be taken against vio-
lations, including illegal
sex determination practic-
es. The DC also stressed
that changes in machines
or doctors must be ap-
proved by authorities. She
added that inspections of
private health facilities
will continue and aware-
ness programmes will be
conducted to improve the
child sex ratioin the
district.
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'Balebare Ghat closure trlggers
Nagodi Ghat traffic crisis

Balebare Ghat's closure for repairs has tripled traffic at Nagodi Ghat,
raising safety concerns as the monsoon season approaches.

KUNDAPURA

The closure of Balebare Ghat
for urgent repairs has sparked
a massive traffic crisis at Na-
godi Ghat. With the main
route blocked, vehicle num-
bers on the narrow Nagodi
stretch have tripled, raising
serious safety fears as the
monsoon season approaches.

Udupi officials shut down
Balebare Ghat in April fol-
lowing dangerous landslides
on State Highway-52. This
move forced all drivers trav-
eling between coastal Karna-
taka and the Malnad region to
find new paths. Since Agum-
be Ghat bans heavy vehicles,
trucks and tankers are now

squeezing through Nagodi
Ghat, which was never built
for such heavy loads.

The situation has turned the
12-kilometer mountain pass
into a bottleneck. Narrow
roads and the nearby Sigandur
bridge have added to the cha-

os, causing long delays for
commuters heading to Shiva-
mogga and Bengaluru. Locals
are worried that the constant
weight of heavy traffic will
cause the road to crumble be-
fore the heavy rains even
arrive.

Currently, the Public Works
Department is spending 6
crore rupees to fix Balebare
Ghat, but workers admit the
job won't be finished before
the rains start. While there are
plans to widen Nagodi Ghat
and build stronger walls,
progress is stuck due to forest
clearance issues.

Frustrated residents are
now calling on the govern-
ment to act fast. They want
immediate road repairs and
better safety measures. With-
out quick intervention, this
vital link remains a danger-
ous path for thousands of
daily travelers who have no
other way to get across the
hills.

A Gundibailu woman filed a police complaint against her husband for dowry
harassment, physical assault, and attempted murder.

Police probe abuse and gold theft allegations

UDUPI

A 38-year-old woman from
Gundibailu has approached
the local women’s police sta-
tion to report a harrowing
tale of abuse and theft. Jayal-
akshmi filed a formal com-
plaint against her husband,
Jagadeesh Babu, and four
others, accusing them of
dowry harassment, physical
assault, and even a terrifying
attempt on her life.
According to the com-

plaint, the trouble began long
after their 2013 wedding.
Jayalakshmi’s family had
originally provided 15 sover-
eigns of gold and 3 lakh ru-
pees for marriage costs.
However, she claims her hus-
band later pressured her for
an additional 5 lakh rupees to
fund a business venture in
Dubai. The situation turned
violent when she confronted
him about an alleged extra-
marital affair. She claims she
was beaten and threatened

with death during these argu-
ments.

The allegations take an
even darker turn, as Jayal-
akshmi told police that the
accused forcibly took her two
children away. She further
alleged that they broke into
her home to steal vital docu-
ments, including passports
and school records, along
with mobile phones and jew-
elry. Most disturbingly, she
described an incident where
the accused reportedly tried

to strangle her using a shawl.

The local police have offi-
cially registered the case un-
der several serious charges,
including criminal intimida-
tion and assault. As investi-
gators begin their work, the
community is reminded of
the ongoing struggle against
dowry-related violence. Offi-
cers are currently looking
into the claims of theft and
the safety of the children as
they move forward with the
legal process.

O ibcworldnews.com

Unseasonal rain
threatens Udupi
mango harvest

UDUPI

Unexpected rain in Udupi and
Dakshina Kannada has left
local farmers feeling both re-
lieved and deeply worried.
After weeks of intense sum-
mer heat that dried out the
soil, the recent showers have
cooled the land. However, for
many growers, the timing of
this rainfall could not be
worse.

Mango farmers are current-
ly the most concerned. With
the harvest season in full
swing, strong winds and
heavy droplets are knocking
ripe fruit off the trees. Be-
yond the physical damage,
the extra moisture can cause
spots on the fruit and ruin its
texture, making it much
harder to sell in the market.
This represents a significant
financial threat to families
who depend on the mango
season for their yearly
income.

It isn't just the mangoes at
risk. Growers of arecanut, co-
conut, and jackfruit fear that
the damp weather will invite

Unseasonal rain in
coastal Karnataka brings
relief from heat but
threatens mango
harvests and other crops
with damage, pests, and
significant financial
losses for farmers.

pests and fungal diseases. If
the humidity stays high, crops
can rot quickly. On a brighter
note, watermelon farmers are
breathing a sigh of relief, as
most of their fruit was already
picked before the clouds
opened up.

Horticulture officials are
now working with scientists
at the Brahmavar Agricultural
Science Centre to help. They
are studying the weather pat-
terns to give farmers the best
advice on how to protect their
plants from infections. For
now, the farming community
remains on high alert, watch-
ing the skies and hoping that
these "healing" rains don't
turn into a harvest disaster.
Everyone is waiting for a
clear sun to return.

Former Minister Defends
PM’s Economic Stability Plea

TIRTHAHALLI

Former Home Minister and
BJP leader Araga Jnanendra
has come out in strong sup-
port of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s recent econom-
ic appeal. He sharply criti-
cized Congress leaders,
claiming their opposition
proves they care more about
winning political points than
helping the nation stay finan-
cially strong during
global uncertainty.

The Prime Minister
recently asked citi- |
zens to cut back on
unnecessary fuel con-
sumption and avoid buying
excessive amounts of gold.
The goal is to protect India’s
economic stability and save
foreign exchange. Jnanendra
argued that instead of sup-
porting this patriotic move,
the opposition is trying to
confuse the public for politi-
cal gain.

To prove his point, Jnanen-
dra reminded critics that past
Congress leaders made very

similar requests. He pointed
to Lal Bahadur Shastri, who
famously asked Indians to
skip one meal a week during
wartime. He also noted that
Indira Gandhi in 1967 and Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidam-
baram in 2013 both warned
citizens against hoarding
gold to protect the national
economy.
"Congress seems to have
forgotten their own history,"
Jnanendra stated. He
. explained that with
wars and instability
affecting many coun-

S . tries, India must fo-

cus on being self-re-

liant. He urged the public to

show the same unity they dis-
played during the COVID-19
pandemic by following the
Prime Minister’s advice. By
working together to save re-
sources, he believes India can
build a "future-ready" econo-
my that remains safe from
global shocks. He concluded
that true national welfare
should always come before
party politics.

Youth Congress protests over NEET paper leak

SHIVAMOGGA

Police detained several pro-
testers as members of the Dis-
trict Youth Congress tried to
surround the home of MP
B.Y. Raghavendra. The
demonstration was a fierce
response to the recent NEET
UG exam scandal, which the
group says has ruined the
dreams of millions of aspiring
young doctors.

The protesters expressed
deep anger over the May 3
exam, which was canceled
after reports of paper leaks
and cheating. They accused
the central government of
failing to keep the testing pro-
cess fair and transparent. Ac-
cording to the Youth Con-
gress, this failure has put the
lives of 23 lakh students at
risk, many of whom come
from families facing extreme
financial hardship.

"Students work day and
night for years to serve in the
medical field," the group stat-
ed. They argued that repeated
leaks have destroyed the trust
of both students and parents.
While similar controversies

broke out in 2024, the protest-
ers claim those issues were
simply covered up rather than
solved. They believe the na-

tional exam system has lost

its credibility and security.
District President Harshita

Gowda and other leaders led

the charge, demanding that
the President of India take im-
mediate action. They urged
for the dismissal of the cur-
rent government to restore
public confidence. The pro-
test, which included many
local figures, highlights the
growing frustration over how
national exams are managed.
As the police cleared the area,
the message from the Youth
Congress remained clear, the
government must be held ac-
countable for the "ruined fu-
ture" of India’s hardworking
medical students.

NEET leak sparks fresh political accountability demands

MANGALURU: Senior Congress leader Ramanath Rai demanded the resignation of the
Union Education Minister after the alleged leak of the NEET UG 2026 question paper.
Speaking at a press conference, Rai blamed the central government for failing to pro-
tect the future of lakhs of medical students. He said repeated paper leaks since 2020

showed serious weakness in the examination system. Rai claimed strict action against
earlier offenders could have stopped the latest controversy. He also accused a “coach-
ing mafia” and some retired officials of misusing the system and harming hardworking
students. The National Testing Agency recently cancelled the May 3 examination after
reports of leaked guess papers surfaced online. Although the CBI has started an investi-
gation, Rai questioned whether government agencies could ensure fairness and student
safety. Student protests across the country have increased demands for accountability
from authorities and immediate reforms in national entrance examinations.

Court pauses new rules for Co-Operative societies

MANGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has
delivered a major victory to
local farming groups by paus-
ing new changes to the state's
cooperative laws. Justice E. S.
Indiresh issued an order to
stop the government from en-
forcing several parts of the
Karnataka Cooperative Soci-

eties Amendment Act, 2025,
after societies in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi com-
plained.

At the heart of the fight is
the government’s power to ap-
point its own members to the
boards of these private societ-
ies. Senior lawyer Jayakumar
S. Patil argued that letting the
government hand-pick leaders

AMADHAN SAMAROH 2026

destroys the "democratic char-
acter" and independence of
these institutions. He claimed
the new rules, specifically
Section 53A, treat these com-
munity-run groups like gov-
ernment offices rather than
independent bodies.

The judge agreed that the
situation needs a much closer
look. He noted that there is a

serious question about wheth-
er the state even has the power
to make these changes, espe-
cially since many of these so-
cieties are regulated by the
central bank and NABARD.
Because of this legal confu-
sion, the court has officially
frozen several key sections of
the law until a final decision is
reached.

Special Lok Adalat for Supreme Court cases

MANGALURU

People in Dakshina Kannada
with long-running legal battles
now have a golden chance to
end them. Principal District
Judge Basavaraj has an-
nounced a special event called
‘Samadhan Samaroh-2026.’
This event aims to settle cases
currently stuck in the Supreme
Court through peaceful com-
promise rather than long trials.

Scheduled for August 21,
22, and 23, this special Lok
Adalat will use mediation to

help parties agree on a fair
solution. From Karnataka,
over 4,300 cases have been
picked, including 43 from our
local district. To make things
easier, the court will even pro-

vide video calls so people
don’t have to travel long dis-
tances to participate.

Beyond the Supreme Court
drive, two more local events
are planned for July 18 and
November 21. These will han-
dle everyday problems like
bounced cheques, road acci-
dents, and unpaid utility bills.
Judges and lawyers will be
available in Mangaluru, Bant-
wal, and other nearby towns to
help everyone reach a deal.

There are many benefits to
choosing this path. When a

case is settled here, the court
fee is refunded to the person
who paid it. Also, the final de-
cision is permanent and can-
not be challenged in another
court. This helps clear the
massive backlog of over
13,000 cheque bounce cases
in the district. Earlier this
year, a similar drive success-
fully settled nearly 20 crore
rupees in disputes. Authorities
are now urging everyone in-
volved in legal fights to step
forward and find a friendly
ending to their troubles.

Mudipu Children learn
skills in Jasmine Garden

MUDIPU

A unique life skills camp re-
cently brought a group of
children together at a beau-
tiful jasmine garden house in
Mudipu. Hosted at the home
of Ravikala J. Kotian near
Panela School, the event fo-
cused on teaching students
practical lessons through the
"Skill in Village" project.
The initiative was a joint ef-
fort between the Jana
Shikshan Trust and the
local School Development
Committee.

The camp aimed to con-
nect children with their com-
munity and environment.
Instead of sitting in a tradi-
tional classroom, students
participated in hands-on ac-
tivities. They learned about
the importance of cleanli-
ness, how to manage waste
to reach "zero waste" goals,
and the value of reading
books. The children were
also introduced to the basics
of the Indian Constitution,
practiced English communi-

cation, and discovered the
secrets of successful garden-
ing and jasmine farming.

The event was officially
opened by Sheena Shetty, a
former government official.
In a meaningful gesture, he
presented a copy of the Con-
stitution and a medicinal
plant to the host, who is
well-known for making a
living through dairy and jas-
mine farming. This choice
highlighted the camp's focus
on sustainable living and
civic responsibility.

Expert coordinators Sha-
shikant, Dhakshahini, and
Soumya Sudha led the
various activities, ensuring
every child stayed engaged
and inspired. By moving ed-
ucation from textbooks to
the garden, the organizers
hope to build a more confi-
dent and skilled younger
generation. Parents and
teachers praised the camp
for giving children a chance
to learn essential life lessons
in a peaceful, natural
setting.
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Gadag warnsiillegal
homestays, resorts

CHNEWS, Gadag
The district administration
has warned that unau-
thorized homestays and
resorts operating without
approval from the Tourism
Department must imme-
diately stop their activities
in Gadag district. Officials
said ma ny such establish-
ments are functioning
without proper registration
or permission. Owners
who wish to continue le-
gally have been asked to
contact the Assistant Di-
rector of the Tourism De-
partment and complete
the required registration
process with proper docu-
ments. The District Collec-
tor, who is also the chair-
man of the District Touris
m Development Commit
tee, said strict legal action
will be taken against viola-
tors found continuing illegal
operations without approv-
alin the district as per rules.

Health minister to visit
Hunsur today

CHNEWS, Hunsur
Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao is scheduled
to visit Hunsur city on Thur
sday (today). During the
visit, he will inspect the
newly constructed 100-
bed government hospital
at 10 am. Officials said the
inspection will review the
progress and readiness of
the hospital for public use.
Later at10:30 am, the
minister will inaugurate
the newly built Apollo Hos
pital in the city. State Guar
antee Implementation
Committee Vice President
Dr. Pushpa Amarnath is
expected to attend the
event. Former MLA HP
Manjunath, a close associ-
ate of the mini ster, will
also be present during the
programmes, according to
organisers.

Hemareddy
Mallamma Jayanti
observed in Hunsur

CHNEWS, Hunsur
The Hemareddy Mallam-
ma Jayanti was celebrat-

ed in the auditorium of
the Deputy Divisional Of-
ficer’s office in Hunsur un-
der the leadership of the
taluk administration. The
event was held in the pres-
ence of several dignitaries.
Speaking on the occasion,
Tahsildar Manjunath said
Hemareddy Mallamma
was an example of devo-
tion and loyalty, and she
supported the poor
through her charitable
acts. He added that her life
message of equality re-
mains relevant even today.
Other speakers also high-
lighted her contributions to
society. Officials and local
representatives including
Sripada Rajeshwari, Vase-
gowda, and D. Kumar Ja-
yaram were present during
the programme.
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Nikhil Kumaraswamy challenges

CM, predicts NDAwinin 2028

Nikhil Kumaraswamy predicted NDA government in Karnataka 2028,

MYSURU

Janata Dal (Secular) youth
leader Nikhil Kumaraswamy
launched a sharp political at-
tack on Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah during a party event
in Varuna constituency, claim-
ing that political history would
have been different if former
Prime Minister H. D. Deve
Gowda had not allowed Sidda-
ramaiah to present a budget in
his early political career.
Speaking at a Janata Dal
(Secular) public function in
Mellahalli, Nikhil said Sidda-
ramaiah, who rose politically
from the JD(S), was now
speaking lightly about the
party that shaped his career.

He challenged the Chief Min-
ister directly and said he
would contest him in Varuna
constituency.

Nikhil Kumaraswamy also
predicted that the National
Democratic Alliance would
form the government in Kar-
nataka in 2028 with a stronger

mandate. He claimed the
JD(S) had earlier won 58
seats in 2004 and expressed
confidence that the party
would surpass that perfor-
mance in the future elections.

He accused the Congress
government of weakening
welfare commitments and al-

confident JD(S) will surpass its 2004 seat performance

leged that funds meant for
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe development under
SCP and TSP schemes were
being diverted to guarantee
programmes. He also raised
concerns over state finances
and said rising debt levels
were a serious issue.

Nikhil further claimed that
farmer distress and suicides
had increased in recent years
and said the government had
failed to address rural eco-
nomic challenges. He con-
trasted this with earlier loan
waiver initiatives implement-
ed during JD(S) rule under H.
D. Kumaraswamy, saying
those measures supported
lakhs of farmer families.

He also criticised political
power and said loyal workers
were the strength of the party.
event supported his remarks
ing.
strong political exchange be-

leaders, with Nikhil asserting
that public support would

its allies in the coming years.
He concluded by expressing
confidence that a pro-people

come to power in Karnataka
after the 2028 elections.

O ibcworldnews.com

Dange Education
Society to
celebrate sixth

_anniversary event

. HAVERI

Dange Education Society

¢ will celebrate its 6th annual
. programme at Sri Siddha-
¢ rameshwar Sabhabhavan near
: PB Road, Nagar, on Friday at
leaders who, according to :
him, left JD(S) after gaining
¢ programmes and an art felici-
! tation function. Religious
Party leaders present at the |
: miji and Gnana Prakasha
and participated in the meet- !
¢ sion. Public Works Minister
The speech turned into a
! rate the programme. Society
tween JD(S) and Congress
¢ will preside. Social Welfare
{ Minister Dr H C Mahadevap-
shift in favour of JD(S) and { pa will attend as special invi-
i tee. In-charge Minister Siva-
¢ nanda Patil, along with MLAs
¢ Rudrappa Lamani, Basavaraja
NDA government would :
i bayya and other leaders, will
i participate.

11 am. The event includes
lighting ceremony, cultural
leaders Sadashiva Mahaswa-
Swamiji will grace the occa-
Satish Jarkiholi will inaugu-

chairman Dr Sanjay G Dange

Shivannavara, Prasada Ab-

Supreme Court orders restoration
of Mysuru heritage buildings

MYSURU

Expressing immense happi-
ness over the Supreme Court
verdict directing the resto-
ration and renovation of the
historic Lansdowne Building
and Devaraja Market Build-
ing in Mysuru, Pramoda Devi
Wadiyar, a member of My-
sore Royal Family, has
wholeheartedly welcomed the
judgment and termed it a ma-
jor victory for heritage con-
servation.

In a statement, she recalled
that during the earlier tenure of
the present Deputy Commis-
sioner G. Lakshmikanth Red-
dy, when he served as Corpo-
ration Commissioner, detailed
discussions had taken place
regarding the restoration of the
Devaraja Market. She said that
through the His Highness Sri-

kantadatta Narasimharaja
Wadiyar Foundation, she had
even volunteered to restore a
portion of the mar-
ket as a demonstra-
tion project to prove
that the structure
could be revived us-
ing traditional mate-
rials and methods
originally employed
in its construction.
However, the proposal could
not move forward due to the
pending litigation.

Pramoda Devi Wadiyar
urged the Government of Kar-
nataka not to entrust the resto-
ration work to the PWD. In-
stead, the responsibility may
be given to a specialised heri-
tage conservation organisation
with proven expertise in re-
storing historic structures. The
agency selected should also be

Mysore Travel Mart 2026 to be
Held from June 5 to 7 at JCAC

MYSURU

The fifth edition of “GRS Fan-
tasy Park Presents Mysore
Travel Mart 2026” will be held
from June 5 to 7 at the Jagan-
nath Centre for Art and Culture
(JCAC) in Vijayanagar, Mysu-

The three-day tourism event
is being organised by the My-
sore Travels Association in as-
sociation with the Union Tour-
ism Department, Karnataka
Tourism Department, Mysore
Hotel Owners Association,
Skoll International Mysore and
several other organisations.

The event will be inaugurated
on June 5 at 11 am by Union
Tourism Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat. State Tour-
ism Minister H. K. Patil, Mysu-
ru District In-charge Minister
H. C. Mahadevappa, Mysu-
ru-Kodagu MP Yaduveer Krish-
nadatta Chamaraja Wadiyar and
Chamaraja MLA K. Harish
Gowda will participate in the
inaugural ceremony along with
office-bearers of various organ-
isations. On June 6 morning,
panel discussions will be organ-
ised on topics such as “Media
and Tourism”, “Film City in
Mysore” and “Tourism and

Sustainable Development”, fea-
turing senior journalists, noted
film actors and actresses from
Mysuru and experts in sustain-
able tourism.

Later in the evening, “Skoll
International’s Mysore Tourism
and Hospitality Award Night”
will be held, during which 15
awards will be presented to ho-
tels, resorts, tourism profession-
als and individuals contributing
directly and indirectly to the
growth of tourism in Mysuru.
The valedictory ceremony will
take place on June 7.

More than 100 stalls will re-
main open from 10 am to 8 pm
on all three days. Exhibitors
from Mysuru, Kodagu, Jaipur,
Rajasthan, Kerala, Bhu-
baneswar, Gujarat, Jammu and
Kashmir, besides international
tourism participants, are expect-
ed to take part in the mart.

Over 250 hosted buyers from
across the country are also ex-
pected to attend. The organisers
said the event aims to strength-
en Karnataka’s tourism sector
and further establish Mysuru as
a prominent destination on In-
dia’s tourism map. Around 10,
000 visitors are expected duri
ng the three-day event and en-
try will be free for the public.

NEET QUESTION PAPER LEAK

Youth Cong‘ress AIDSO hold separate protests in City

{ VIJAYAPURA
dressing the protesters, district :
secretary Nithin said the repeat- :
ed incidents of NEET question
paper leaks were not merely the :
failure of an examination agen-
cy, but a grave injustice to lakhs
of sincere students and their :
dreams. He alleged that within :
just three years, the aspirations
of students seeking medical ed-
ucation had once again been
“auctioned off to the highest i chaired by the Additional Dep-
bidders.” Nithin charged that the :
National Testing Agency was
functioning like a puppet in the
¢ handwritten texts historical re-
exposing the deteriorating con- :
¢ creating a national digital plat-

MYSURU

Protests were staged in the city
by Youth Congress workers and
members of the AIDSO con-
demning the alleged leak of the
NEET examination question
paper and demanding strict ac-
tion against those responsible,
in Mysuru on Wednesday.
Youth Congress activists at-
tempted to lay siege to the of-
fice of Mysuru-Kodagu MP
Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chama-
raja Wadiyar located at the
MUDA office premises. Alleg-
ing that the question paper leak
before the conduct of the exam-

ination reflected the failure of
the Central Government, the
protesters gathered near the
main entrance of the CADA of-
fice and raised slogans. During

the protest, the activists at-
tempted to march towards the
MP’s office, but police person-
nel deployed at the spot stop
ped them by placing barrica

entrusted with maintaining the

s countability and long-
i term preservation.
"~ Highlighting the im-
. portance of the two
. iconic structures, she
noted that the Lans-
, downe Building pos-
sesses immense com-

the Devaraja Market rep-

models of what is today rec-

concept.
She further expressed hap-

ultimately been pursued in the
interest of safeguarding these
culturally and historically sig-

nificant landmarks for future :

generations.

Ballari issues order
for compulsory
hostel registration

BALLARI

Deputy Commissioner Nagen-
dra Prasad has instructed that
all govern-
ment, non-
govern-
ment and
aided hos-
tels operat-
ing for chil
dren aged
six to eigh-
teen years in the district must
register compulsorily. The or-
der follows the implementa-
tion of the Guidelines for Pro-
cedures of Hostels 2025 issued
by the government. He said
registration is mandatory with-
in two months from the date of
notification. Government hos-
tels should apply through re-
spective departmental district
officers. Non-government and
aided hostels must submit ap-
plications to the Deputy Direc-
tor of the Women and Child
Development Department.
Applications must be submit-
ted in Sample-1 format as per
Guidelines 2025. For more
information, people can
contact the Deputy Director
office or District Child Protec-
tion Unit.

BJP seeks action against KPCC
spokesperson over Voters’ list remarks

. MYSURU
buildings for at least five years
after completion to ensure ac-
i Mahesh demanded that a case
i be registered under the Bhara-
i tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
i against KPCC spokesperson
i M. Lakshman for allegedly
i speaking in favour of illegal
i immigrants residing in Mysu-
foru

S mercial potential ow-
ing to its prime location, while
i day, he urged the authorities to
resents one of the earliest |
i Lakshman and arrest him for
ognised as the modern mall :
¢ 42,000 Muslims had been de-
i leted from the voters’ list in
piness that the legal battle had :
¢ Narasimharaja Assembly con-
i stituency. But these are “false
. and baseless” allegations.

State BJP spokesperson M. G.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the city on Wednes-

initiate legal action against

claiming that the names of

the Udayagiri area under the

Mahesh said the State Gov-

ernment officials were cur-
rently engaged in voter map-
ping work and clarified that
the Election Commission of
India had no role in the pro-
cess. The Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) was conducted
in 2002 and that year had been
fixed as the cut-off year for
enrolment in the electoral roll.
People without valid docu-
ments must establish their cit-
izenship by producing proper
records.

Claiming that the SIR pro-
cess was yet to commence in
Karnataka, Mahesh ques-
tioned how Lakshman could
allege deletion of 42,000 Mus-
lim voters in Udayagiri even
before the exercise began. The
State Government and con-
cerned authorities must take
serious note of the statement,

register cases against Laksh-
man and send him to jail.

In fact, the highest number
of deletions had taken place in
Gujarat, while 94 lakh names
were recently removed in
West Bengal. The former min-
ister and Kerala MP Shashi
Tharoor and several other
leaders had welcomed the SIR
exercise as a step towards
cleansing the voters’ list.

Referring to the recent As-
sembly election results in five
States, Mahesh said the out-
come clearly indicated that
voters in Karnataka would
reject the ruling Congress
government. Fearing defeat,
the Congress party was now
demanding ballot papers in-
stead of EVMs for the forth-
coming GBA polls and oppos-
ing the SIR process.

The MP said PM-ABHIM strengthens health infrastructure by building
specialty and critical care units, including new centres

PM-ABHIM Critical Care Centre to boost
Mysuru healthcare: MP Yaduveer

MYSURU

Mysuru-Kodagu Lok Sabha
member Yaduveer Krishna-
datta Chamaraja Wadiyar said
that the upcoming 50-bed
Critical Care Centre in Mysu-
ru under the PM-ABHIM
scheme will significantly
strengthen healthcare infra-
structure in the region while
preserving the historic impor-
tance of the Krishnarajam-
manni Sanatorium premises
in Mysuru on Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters, he
said the land was originally
dedicated in memory of Prin-
cess Krishnarajammanni, who
had died of tuberculosis. Fol-
lowing her death, the Mahara-
ja had established the Krish-
narajammanni Sanatorium for
tuberculosis treatment at the
site.

Over the decades, several
governments expanded
healthcare facilities there, re-
sulting in the development of
a major hospital and related
medical infrastructure.

The MP said the Central

Government’s PM-ABHIM

des. The protesters then staged
a sit-in demonstration on the
road. Police later detained the
demonstrators and shifted them
in vehicles. Youth Congress
leader Hoysala and several oth-
ers participated in the protest.

AIDSO protest

Meanwhile, the All India
Democratic Students Organisa-
tion (AIDSO) staged a separate
protest near the old Deputy
Commissioner’s office demand-
ing exemplary punishment for
those responsible for the NEET
question paper leak and calling
for the abolition of the National
Testing Agency (NTA). Ad-

hands of the coaching mafia,

dition of the education system.

scheme aims at strengthening
health infrastructure through
the construction of specialty
and critical care units. Similar
tertiary and specialty care
centres are also being estab-
lished in Virajpet and Ma-
dikeri in Kodagu district.

Stating that the Mysuru
project would greatly support
the existing healthcare sys-
tem, Yaduveer said the work
is progressing with equal em-
phasis on speed and quality.
The additional facilities such
as another lift and an external
ramp had been requested, and
a fresh report has been sought
to enable further proposals to
be sent to the Centre.

The project consists of a
50-bed specialty critical care
centre that will benefit not
only Mysuru but also sur-
rounding districts. Under the

PM-ABHIM scheme, funds
are allocated to districts for
infrastructure creation, fol-
lowing which proposals are
forwarded by the State Gov-
ernment to the Centre based
on local requirements. He fur-
ther stated that the chosen lo-
cation was well suited for the
project and expressed confi-
dence that the work would
likely be completed within six
months.

Asked about the proposal to
convert the old DC office into
a museum, the MP clarified
that the proposal has not yet
been officially approved as
concerns had already been
raised regarding the present
DPR and stressed that Mysu-
ru’s rich history deserves a
world-class museum plan
rather than a “cut-and-paste”
approach.

Mysuru’s heritage and cul-
tural identity must be reflec
ted properly in the DPR, he
said, adding that all stake-
holders were united in ensur-
ing that the city gets a muse-
um befitting its historical
stature.

Karnataka launches manuscript
digitisation project drive

Under the Central Government
Jnana Bharatam Mission Proj-
ect the Karnataka Archaeology
Museums and Heritage Depart
ment along with the Tourism
Department has initiated a lar
ge scale survey and digitisation
of ancient manuscripts across
the state officials said at a dis-
trict level committee meeti ng

uty Commissioner in Vijayapu-
ra on May 13 2026 the project
aims to preserve centuries old

cords and rare documents by

form for public access. Officials
said the scheme includes survey
preservation conservation regis-
tration critical editing mobile
publishing and uploading data
through a central application lin
ked to a national repository sys-
tem district coordinators have
been appointed to identify man-
uscripts in temples mosques edu
cational institutions libraries and
private collections officials appe
aled to citizens to share informa-
tion about rare documents and
support documentation work
they said awareness programmes
will be conducted to protect cul-
tural heritage and ensure system-
atic digitisation across Karnataka.
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Pratibha Puraskar
applications invited
for students

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
The District Madiga Em-
ployees Cultural Associa-
tion has invited applica-
tions for Pratibha Puras-

kar awards for meritorious
students from the Madiga
community in Chitradurga
district. The award will
recognise SSLC and PUC
students who have scored

high marks in the 2025—-
26 academic year. Eligible
PUC students must have

secured above 90 per-
cent and SSLC students

above 85 percent. Offi-
cials said the last date to

apply is May 30. The
award ceremony will be
held in the second week
of June 2026. Applicants
must submit mark sheets,
Aadhaar, caste certificate
and photographs.

Divisional Post Adalat
scheduled on May 20

CHNEWS, Chitradurga
The Chitradurga Post Di-
visional Adalat will be
held on May 20 at 3 pm at
the Post Superintendent’s
Office near Filter House,
Kamanabavi locality on
Kote Road in Chitradurga
city. Officials said the ses-
sion aims to address
complaints and sugges-
tions related to postal
services in the division.
Residents have been re-
quested to submit their
grievances or feedback to
the office before May 20
for necessary action. The
Superintendent of Posts,
KR Usha, said that the
Adalat will help resolve
service-related issues and
improve efficiency in post-
al operations across the
Chitradurga postal division
as part of public service
improvement efforts.

Tobacco crackdown
hits Gaudihalli
village shops

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
A sudden tobacco con-
trol operation was con-
ducted in Gaudihalli
village of Holalkere
taluk by the
district health depart-
ment on Tuesday. A raid
was carried out to stop
tobacco sales and
protect young people
from addiction and
health risks. Officials
said the operation was
based on complaints
from the public about
illegal tobacco selling in
shops. During inspec-
tion, teams checked
several shops and
found violations under
the Kotpa 2003 Act.
Fines were collected on
the spot from offenders
and warnings were is-
sued to shop owners.
They were instructed to
display mandatory war
ning boards under
Sections 4, 6A and 6B
of the law.
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— Cheluvarayaswamy inaugurates

- new healthcare units in Mandya

The minister said Shishu Sanjeevini aims to reduce infant mortality, improve newborn care,
and prioritise maternal-child health

MANDYA

District in-charge Minister
and Agriculture Minister N.
Cheluvarayaswamy said that
the state government has tak-
en several steps over the past
three years to improve public
healthcare services and
strengthen mother and child
welfare systems in Mandya
district.

~He inaugurated newty estab=
lished Midwifery-Based Care
Unit and Mother Milk Collec-
tion Centre under the “Shishu
Sanjeevini” initiative at the
District Hospital, implemented
jointly by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, In-
stitute of Medical Sciences

(MIMS), and the Health and
Family Welfare Department.
The minister said the Shishu
Sanjeevini programme has
been launched with the aim of
reducing infant mortality and
improving newborn care, espe-
cially for premature and mal-
nourished babies. He stressed

that protecting the health of
mothers and children is a top
priority for the government.
He added that mother’s
breast milk is the most import-
ant nutrition for infants and
awareness should be created
among families about its bene-
fits. The newly set up milk col-

lection centre will help ensure
safe feeding support for
newborns in need of medical
care.

Officials said the initiative is
a major step in strengthening
neonatal healthcare in the dis-
trict. The minister appreciated
the efforts of the district ad-
ministration and health depart-
ment in establishing the facility
and said it will help improve
survival rates of newborns.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer K.R. Nandini said
maternal and child health indi-
cators are directly linked to
overall development. She not-
ed that each case of maternal
or infant death is reviewed in
detail with expert medical re-

prevent future incidents.

mothers and infants in the dis-

for newborns.

frastructure in Mandya.

O ibcworldnews.com

Advance ration
distribution
brings relief to
Kodagu families

: MADIKERI

i The Central Government has

i directed states to pre-lift and

i distribute food grains for May

ports to identify causes and :
i the National Food Security Act
She said the Shishu Sanjee-
vini scheme has been intro- :
duced to ensure that no pre-
ventable deaths occur among |
¢ in May itself. Officials said An
trict. Officials and doctors
present at the event highlighted
the importance of early inter- :
vention and proper nutrition
¢ beneficiaries will receive 10 kg
The event was attended by :
local MLAs, District Collector
Dr. Kumar, MIMS Director
Narasimhaswamy, MUDA
President Prakash, and other
senior officials, who expressed :
support for the initiative aimed :
at strengthening healthcare in-
i ed along with the NFSA quota.

and June 2026 together under

due to procurement season and
storage challenges. In Kodagu
district, ration distribution for
both months will be completed

tyodaya ration card holders will
receive 70 kg rice (35 kg for
May and 35 kg for June) free of
cost. Priority Household or BPL

rice (5 kg for May and 5 kg for
June). Beneficiaries are required
to complete biomet ric authenti-
cation for both months during
distribution. Authorities have
also included additional rice un-
der the state’s Annabhagya
scheme, which will be distribut-

Speakers criticised exam system, citing student stress, unfair entrance
tests, costly coaching, and inequality in higher education access

SFI stages protest over NEET-
UG irregularities in Haveri

HAVERI

Students belonging to the Stu-
dents Federation of India
(SFI) staged a protest in
Haveri demanding a fair in-
vestigation into alleged irreg-
ularities in the NEET-UG ex-
amination conducted on May
3,2026. The protest was held
in front of the statue of Mylar
Mahadevappa in the city,
where participants raised slo-
gans against the National
Testing Agency (NTA) and
the Central Government.

SFI district leaders alleged
that repeated complaints re-
garding question paper leak
claims and examination trans-
parency had raised serious
concerns among students
across the country. They de-
manded that the NEET-UG
examination be cancelled and
a thorough inquiry be conduct-
ed under the supervision of an
independent judicial commit-
tee appointed by the Supreme
Court. They also called for

strict action against those re-
sponsible if any malpractice is
proven.

Speakers at the protest said
the current examination sys-
tem is causing mental stress
among students and ques-
tioned the fairness of nation-
al-level entrance tests. They
alleged that rising coaching
expenses have made competi-
tive exams difficult for stu-
dents from poor and mid-
dle-class backgrounds, leading
to inequality in access to high-
er education opportunities.

SFI representatives further
stated that the National Test-
ing Agency has been facing
repeated criticism over exam-

ination conduct and transpar-
ency issues. They urged the

countability and protect stu-
dents’ educational rights.

ing Krishna Nayaka, Raghu !

Angadi, Sasikala Doddamani,

Nand Chech, Sinchana Mal-

lannavara, Saraswati Talwar,
Lalita Pujar,

concluded by demanding re-

parency and equal opportuni-

ty for all students in future :
: citizens must not only enjoy
i constitutional rights but also

national-level entrance tests.

Technology push for waste
management in Bengaluru South

BENGALURU

Bengaluru South City Corpo-
ration Commissioner K.N. Ra-
mesh held a direct interaction
with residents of HSR Layout
and said the civic body is con-
sidering greater use of technol-
ogy to improve solid waste
management in the area.

The Commissioner met res-
idents, welfare associations,
and civic representatives to
hear concerns related to waste
collection, tree cutting waste,
and disposal of construction
and demolition debris. He said
citizen feedback will be used
to improve service delivery
and strengthen urban cleanli-
ness systems.

Residents suggested
strengthening the door-to-door
waste collection system and
improving scientific segrega-
tion of waste at source. They

also raised concerns about ille-
gal dumping of construction
waste on roadsides and vacant
plots, calling for strict enforce-
ment.

Officials assured that action
will be taken against violators
and that designated disposal
sites will be used more effec-
tively to prevent unauthorized
dumping across the locality.

The meeting also discussed
eco-friendly handling of green
waste generated from tree
pruning in parks and roadside
maintenance. Officials were
instructed to ensure safe and
planned tree trimming, espe-
cially ahead of the monsoon
season.

Commissioner Ramesh em-
phasized the need for technol-
ogy integration in civic ser-
vices. He proposed GPS track-
ing of waste collection vehi-
cles, use of mobile applica-

TORA VILLAGE FESTIVAL

tions, and digital dashboards to
monitor performance and im-
prove transparency in opera-

for a “Citizen Rating” system,
where residents can evaluate
cleanliness levels and the re-

in their areas. He said the feed-
back system would help iden-

enable quick corrective action.

A special monitoring team
headed by the Bommanahalli
Zone Joint Commissioner will
be formed to oversee door-to-
door waste collection, atten-
dance of sanitation workers,

HSR Layout.

The Commissioner added
that all suggestions from resi-
dents will be reviewed and in-
corporated into future planning
to build a cleaner and more
sustainable Bengaluru.

Tejaswini
Malapur, Bhagyashree Patil
and others participated in the :
demonstration. The protesters :
{ CHIKKABALLAPUR
forms in the examination sys-
tem to ensure fairness, trans- :
i Commission Chairman T.G.

Immediate implementation sought
for Women’s Reservation Act

. BENGALURU

i The National Coalition for
{ Women’s Reservation—Karna-
i taka held a press conference
¢ on Wednesday, demanding the
i immediate implementation of

the Women’s Reservation Act
without linking it to the Cen-

i sus or delimitation process.

The coalition condemned

¢ the delay in operationalizing
i 33 percent reservation for
i women in Parliament and
i State Assemblies, calling it a
¢ violation of women’s consti-
¢ tutional right to equal political
! representation.

government to ensure ac- |
i demand for women’s reserva-
¢ tion is the result of decades of
District SFI leaders includ-

Coalition members said the

struggle by women across In-
dia for an inclusive and repre-
sentative democracy. While
the passage of the 2023 Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
was initially welcomed as a
historic step, they argued that
the conditions attached to its
implementation have delayed
women’s political participa-
tion indefinitely. The coalition
stated that repeated discus-
sions on women’s empower-
ment are meaningless without
laws to support them. They
said linking reservation to the
Census and delimitation pro-
cess is being used as a reason
to delay implementation rath-
er than as a democratic neces-
sity. The coalition also high-

lighted ongoing efforts such as
petitions and public campaigns
to build support for the Wom-
en’s Reservation Act. Wom-
en’s rights activists and repre-
sentatives of various organiza-
tions appealed to the media,
civil society groups, and citi-
zens to support the immediate
enforcement of the Act to en-
sure equal political representa-
tion for women across India.
The coalition has demanded
that the government implement
the long-pending 33 percent res-
ervation for women in Parlia-
ment without further delay. They
urged that all conditions and
procedural hurdles that are cur-
rently preventing its implemen-
tation be removed immediately.

5 lakh saplings drive
launched in Chlkkaballapur

State Consumer Disputes

Shivashankar Gowda said that

i fulfill their duties, especially in
. protecting the environment.

He spoke after participating

i in a large tree plantation pro-
i gramme at Muddenahalli, the
i birthplace of Sir M. Visve
i varaya, where officials laun
i ched a drive to plant five lakh
¢ saplings across the district.
tions.He also announced plans
¢ jointly implemented by the dis-
¢ trict administration, judiciary,
i forest department, and social
sponsiveness of sanitation staff
i aim of improving green cover
i and protecting natural resources.
tify low-performing zones and :
i shaped by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
i clearly highlights citizens’ re-
i sponsibility towards environ-
¢ mental protection. He stressed
i that planting trees is not just an
i activity but a duty towards fu-
¢ ture generations.

and removal of black spots in
¢ will continue during the mon-
! soon season, with saplings
i planted at multiple locations
¢ including memorial areas and
¢ government land. They added
i that maintaining the planted
¢ saplings for at least three years

The programme is being

forestry department with the

Gowda said the Constitution,

Officials said the initiative

Arebhashe Utsav hlghllghts language and culture push

MADIKERI

The “Arebhashe Ghadinada
Utsav” was held at Tora village
in Virajpet taluk, focusing on
the preservation and promotion
of Arebhashe language, cul-
ture, and traditions. The pro-
gramme was organised by the
Karnataka Arebhashe Culture
and Literature Academy in col-
laboration with local cultural
associations.

Virajpet MLA and Chief
Minister’s legal adviser A. S.
Ponnanna said the government
has reserved six acres of land
near Madenadu for the devel-

opment of the Kodava Gowda
community and sanctioned X1
crore for constructing a new
Gowda Samaj building in Bha-
ga mandala. He said the com-

mitments made by Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah and Deputy
Chief Minister have been ful-
filled and that the government
remains committed to the de-

velopment of all communities.
He highlighted that cultural
academies are actively taking
programmes to rural and bor-
der regions, which helps pre-
serve language, literature, and
heritage. Ponnanna said Are-
bhashe is a unique semi-lan-
guage with deep cultural roots
in Kodagu and surrounding
regions.

He stressed that language
preservation must begin within
families and communities,
adding that protecting lan-
guage also protects identity
and heritage. He further said
that unity, brotherhood, and

are essential for social devel-
opment. He noted that food
habits, traditions, and cultural
practices of the region are dis-
tinct and must be preserved
with pride.

Academy president Sad-
ananda Mavaji said the institu-

tion has been organising border
¢ District Working Journalists
¢ Multipurpose Cooperative Soci-
¢ ety has started a share collection
i and membership drive for work-
¢ ing journalists, said Society pres-
¢ ident K S Ganesh and vice pres-
i ident Abbani Shankar. According
i to the release, interested journal-

festivals and village festivals in
several locations including Su-
lya and Madikeri taluks to
spread awareness about Are-
bhashe culture. He said efforts
are being made to publish
books and quarterly magazines
to strengthen literary activities.

Officials said the
initiative will continue in
monsoon with sapling
planting at multiple sites,
stressing three-year
maintenance for survival
and long-term
environmental benefits

is essential for survival and
long-term environmental bene-
fits. Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge T.P. Ramalinge-
gowda said the state legal ser-
vices authority is actively sup-
porting environmental conser-
vation programmes and aims to
promote large-scale plantation
activities across Karnataka.

He said similar programmes
are being conducted in educa-
tional institutions and rural ar-
eas to spread awareness about
environmental protection and
climate balance. District Col-
lector G. Prabhu said the ad-

Journalists Cooperative launches
~ membership drive in Kolar

© KOLAR
harmony among communities :
i The Kolar and Chikkaballapur
¢ District Working Journalists
i Multipurpose Cooperative Soci-
i ety has started a share collection
i and membership drive for work-
i ing journalists, said Society
i president K S Ganesh and vice
i president Abbani Shankar.

The Kolar and Chikkaballapur

ministration has made full
preparations to plant five lakh
saplings this year and ensure
their survival through regular
monitoring. He added that sur-
vival rate of saplings will be
reviewed monthly to improve
effectiveness. Officials said the
plantation drive will also help
improve groundwater levels
and support ecological balance
in the district. They urged citi-
zens, NGOs, and local organi-
sations to actively participate in
nurturing the planted saplings.
District Bar Association Pres-
ident Abhilash said tree planta-
tion is essential to prevent
drought, maintain rainfall bal-
ance, and protect the environ-
ment for future generations.
Judicial officers, police offi-
cials, and representatives of
various departments participat-
ed in the programme and stres
sed collective responsibility in
making the initiative a success
across Chikkaballapur district.

ists can enroll by submitting one
passport-size photograph, a copy
of Aadhaar card and a member-
ship fee of 2250 rupees. Applica-
tion forms are available at the
Press Club buil ding and can be
submitted dur ing office hours.
The Society has appealed to
working journalis ts across the
district to enroll in large numbers
and take part in its activities and
development initiatives. Office
bearers also clarified that jour-
nalists who are already members
of the Kolar and Chikkaballapur
District Working Journalists
Multipurpose Cooperative Soci-
ety will not be eligible to join
another cooperative society.
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Free bladder check-up
camp Announced

CHNEWS, Chitradurga
A free bladder health
check-up camp will be
held on May 16 at Chitra-
durga District Hospital in
collaboration with S.S.
Narayana Health Hospital,
Davangere, in Room No. 15
of the district hospital. Of-
ficials said urology spe-
cialist Dr. U.S. Karthik will
be available from 10 am to
1 pm to conduct examina-
tions. The camp will pro-
vide consultation for prob-
lems such as kidney
stones, frequent urination,
prostate issues, urinary in-
fections, burning sensa-
tion, blood in urine, male
infertility and urinary
blockage. Medical Super-
intendent Dr. S.P. Ravindra
said citizens can contact
9535025743 or
7259759982 for more in-
formation about the free
health service camp.

Chikkaballapura
seeks private tube
wells on rent

CHNEWS, Chikkaballapura
Shidlaghatta Municipal
Council has requested pri-
vate tube well ownersin
the city to provide their
wells on a monthly rental
basis to support drinking
water supply during the
summer season. Officials
said the groundwater level
has fallen, creating pres-
sure on the existing water
system. The municipality
plans to use privately
owned tube wells to en-
sure uninterrupted drink-
ing water supply within
city limits. Interested own-
ers have been requested
to hand over their tube
wells to the municipal
council for public use on a
rental agreement basis.
Authorities said this step is
necessary to meet rising
water demand.

Madikeri announces
planned power
supply disruption

CHNEWS, Madikeri
Quarterly maintenance
work will be carried out on
multiple power distribution
substations in Kodagu dis-
trict on May 15 from 10 am
to 5 pm, leading to fluctu-
ations and interruptions in
electricity supply across
several areas. Officials said
maintenance will be taken
up at Kushalnagar
220/66/11KV, 66/11KV
Suntikoppa and Madapura
substations, affecting re-
gions including Kushalna-
gar town, Kudige, Hebbale,
Shirangala, Kushalnagar
industrial area, and nearby
villages. Power supply vari-
ations will also be seenin
Somwarpet town and sur-
rounding areas served by
Aalur Siddapura and Han-
agallu substations. The
Electricity Department
urged residents to cooper-
ate during the scheduled
maintenance work.
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Scholarship applications

Progressive Mining Forum Hunsur invites applications for Pratibha
Puraskar scholarships scheme

HUNSUR

The Progressive Mining Fo-
rum of Hunsur Taluk has invit-
ed applications for the Prati-
bha Puraskar and scholarship
scheme for students of the
Ganiga community who have
secured more than 70 percent
marks in SSLC and PUC ex-
aminations. The initiative aims
to encourage academic
achievement among students
from both rural and urban ar-
eas of the taluk.

According to forum repre-
sentatives, students who have
passed SSLC and PUC in their
first attempt from State,
CBSE, or ICSE boards are el-
igible to apply. Students who
have completed higher educa-
tion will also be felicitated

—l:.l‘_.f_E J :_ ‘ i

under the programme. Appli-
cants are required to submit a
Xerox copy of their Aadhaar
card and attested marks cards
verified by the respective
school headmaster or principal
along with their application.

The last date for submission
of applications is May 25, or-
ganisers said.

Forum General Secretary

JTaS

? v,

Prasad urged eligible students
and parents to make use of the
opportunity and apply within
the deadline. He said the pro-
gramme is intended to support
meritorious students and pro-
mote higher education within
the community.

For further information, ap-
plicants may contact forum
office bearers including Presi-

provided contact numbers.

Prasad as general secretary.

Other office bearers have
been appointed, and additional :
committee members are ex- |
pected to be selected in the :

coming days.

The forum stated that the !
scholarship initiative will con-
tinue in future years to support
deserving students and encour-
age educational progress in the

taluk.
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Raichur Hatti Hospital

HATTI

A meeting of the Hatti Gold
Mine Company Hospital Im-

¢ provement Committee was
¢ held at the hospital office on
i Wednesday to discuss better

. health services for workers

{ and families.

dent Manukumar, Legal Advi-
sor Puttashetti, Honorary Pres- :
ident Ramesh, Treasurer V.
Mahadev, and others via the :
i hospital facilities.
The organisers also an-
nounced the formation of the :
Hunsur Taluk Progressive
Miners Forum, with Nanjapu-
ra Manukumar elected as pres- :
ident and Shivjyoti Nagar

Members
discussed several problems
faced by patients and sug-
gested urgent steps to im-
prove treatment quality and

Major demands included
appointment of permanent
physician and cardiologist,
setting up an intensive care
unit, and buying an ambu-
lance with ventilator support.

They also asked for clean
hospital environment, good
medicines, nutritious food,
and free ambulance service
for workers’ families.

Other requests included
separate referral treatment
for families, better scanning
facilities, hot water in wards,
dining hall, and waiting
shade for patients. Union
representatives demanded

“panel demands urgent fixes

invited for Hunsur students

risk allowance for nurses and
contract staff, rest rooms for
drivers, and installation of
RO water filters. Hospital
officials said they will
forward the demands to high-
er authorities for consider-
ation and possible approval
soon.

Committee members
stressed that improving hos-
pital infrastructure is import-
ant for providing timely
treatment to mine workers
and their families in Hatti
region and said that essential
services like ICU emergency
care diagnostic facilities am-
bulance support and
sanitation must be strength-
ened without delay they also
urged management to ensure
regular availability of spe-
cialist doctors and improve
working conditions for
medical staff so that patients
do not face difficulties during
treatment and the hospital
can function efficiently with
better coordination and
accountability in future oper-
ations.

Funeral of actor Dileep
Raj held in Gunnur

RAMANAGARA

The funeral of Dileep Raj, a
popular actor and producer,
was held according to Lin-
gayat tradition at a farmhouse
in Gunnur near Rman-
agar taluk. He often
visited the farmhouse
during free time and
had built a traditional
style house there and
maintained close rela-
tions with villagers.
Before the final rites, puja
was performed by his elder
brother’s son under the guid-
ance of Rajashekar Swamiji
of Revanasiddheshwar Math.

Several film and television
personalities including
Srujan Lokesh, Anu Prabha-
kar, Raghu Mukherjee, Jagap-
pa and others attended the
funeral along with villagers.
His family members were

deeply shocked as they paid

their last respects.

He was known for his roles
in films and serials and had
acted in twenty eight films :
including Sugreeva, U Turn
' and others. He !
| gained popularity
through television !
serial Hitler Kalyana
and was also produc-
ing the serial Krishna !
i cused the Bharatiya Janata
He also acted in !
serials like Kanjeendu Turu
Darbu, Rath Saptami and !
Preethi Tagi. Colleagues said
his contribution to Kannada
cinema and television will be

Rukku.

remembered for years.

Fans and co-actors ex- !
pressed grief and said he was
i per leak led to arrests in Ra-
ed well with people and lefta :
strong mark in entertainment
i cy. They questioned the gov-

a humble artist who connect-

industry.

Mandali said limited medical seats force students abroad; NEET controversies persist; over 23
lakh candidates compete annually for few government and private medical seats.

Mandali question transparency in
medical entrance exams system

GADAG

Gadag District Congress
Campaign Committee Presi-
dent Ashoka Mandali has ac-

Party of destroying the dreams
of medical students after al-
leged irregularities in the
NEET UG 2026 examination.

In a press release, he said
the National Testing Agency

¢ cancelled the exam, affecting

22.7 lakh students across In-
dia. Leaders alleged that a pa-

jasthan and raised concerns
about fairness and transparen-

ernment’s handling of repeat-
ed exam leaks and said stu-
dents are losing trust
in the system.

The leader also
said millions go
abroad for medical
education due to lim-
ited seats and rising
competition in India.
In past years, controversies
over NEET results, grace
marks, and court cases have
raised doubts about the exam
process. Officials say over 23
lakh students appear annually
while only a small number se-
cure medical seats in govern-
ment and private colleges.

Students from India also trav-
el to countries like Georgia,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbeki-
stan for affordable med-
ical studies. Mandali
demanded strict action
and said the issue re-
flects wider problems in
national examination
systems and governance.
The controversy has triggered
political debate between par-
ties over education policy, stu-
dent safety and exam reforms.
Authorities continue to inves-
tigate the alleged leak while
students and parents wait for
clarity on admissions. Experts
say repeated leaks damage

trust and highlight the need for
stronger security in national
level examinations. Students’
future remains uncertain as au-
thorities review the situation
and consider possible reforms
in testing systems.

Political leaders continue to
exchange allegations while
families express concern over
education stability and fair-
ness. Overall, the incident has
raised nationwide attention on
medical entrance examinations
and their integrity. Officials
and leaders are expected to
meet soon to discuss solutions
and restore confidence among
students and parents.

Lakshmiopriya directed removal of dangerous trees near educational
institutions and inspection of bridges for monsoon safety

Collector Lakshmiopriya issues
monsoon safety precautions

KARWAR

District Collector K. Laksh-
miopriya has asked people to
take strong precautions during
the monsoon season to pre-
vent landslides and other rain
related dangers in Uttara Kan-
nada district. She said that
officials and staff are fully
prepared to handle any emer-
gency situations during heavy
rains.

At a District Disaster Man-
agement Authority meeting
held at the Collector’s office
in Karwar on Wednesday, she
reviewed monsoon prepared-
ness and issued several safety
instructions to departments.
She directed all tahsildar of-
fices and urban local bodies
to open 24x7 control rooms
so that public problems can
be addressed quickly during
the rainy season.

She instructed the police,
fire, forest, electricity, and
BSNL departments to remain

on alert and coordinate
through the District Emergen-
cy Operations Center. She
also asked the Public Works
Department to complete road
repair works this month and
ensure proper drainage so that
rainwater does not collect on
roads.

The Collector said that
warning boards and barri-
cades must be placed in dan-
gerous areas on highways.
She also ordered officials to
complete dredging work in
Shirur and other flood prone
areas to prevent waterlogging.

Lakshmiopriya asked de-
partments to clear dangerous
trees near schools, colleges,
and anganwadis. She warned
that officials will be held re-
sponsible if accidents occur
due to negligence. She also
directed inspection of bridges
to check their safety during
heavy rains.

HESCOM was told to keep
emergency equipment, vehi-

HUNSUR DEVELOPMENT LEGACY

cles, and staff ready for quick
response during power fail-
ures. Fire department officials
were instructed to ensure all
rescue equipment is available
and functional.

trees have already been iden-
tified in the district and action
will be taken soon. Rain

be repaired and checked for
accurate monitoring of rain-
fall levels.

The Collector said all offi-
cers must work together and
respond quickly to public

needs during emergencies. A
24x7 helpline number 94835

11015 has been set up for as-
sistance. She urged citizens to
stay alert and contact author-
ities immediately in case of
danger during monsoon.
Residents are advised to
follow official updates and
avoid risky travel in landslide
prone areas during heavy
rainfall periods immediately.

.~ Youth dominate Uttara

Kannada social body
elections

. BHATKAL

¢ In the triennial elections of
. Majlis-e-Islahva Tanzeem, a
i major social organization of Ut-
: tara Kannada district, youth
¢ played a dominant role as more :
¢ than 50 percent new members
. were elected to the executive
i committee. Voting was held in
i eight constituencies across Bhat-
¢ kal on May 12 and 24 members :
Officials said 1,780 risky | were elected directly while 20 :
. members were elected unop-
i posed from seven constituen-
i cies.
gauges across the district will

H. Vishwanath announces retirement from politics

HUNSUR

Former minister H. Vishwa-
nath has announced his re-
tirement from electoral poli-
tics, marking the end of a
long political career that sig-
nificantly influenced devel-
opment activities in Hunsur
taluk and surrounding re-
gions.

Speaking on the announce-
ment, Sathya MAS Founda-
tion president D. Satyappa
described Vishwanath as a
senior political leader and a
committed follower of Deva-
raja Urs, noting that he had

played an important role in
state politics and social de-
velopment. He said Vishwa-
nath had contributed exten-
sively to irrigation, educa-
tion, and infrastructure proj-
ects during his ministerial

tenure.

Vishwanath is widely cred-
ited with initiating several
lake-filling and irrigation
projects in Hunsur taluk, in-
cluding works under
Chilkunda, Kalangatta, Ma-
radur, Hejjala, and Arkesh-
wara Cauvery irrigation sys-
tems. These projects report-
edly helped improve water
storage in multiple lakes and
supported agricultural needs
in the region.

Development grants sanc-
tioned during his tenure also
contributed to road construc-
tion and rural infrastructure

improvements.

He also served as Educa-
tion Minister, during which
he introduced initiatives
aimed at strengthening
school management systems
and student welfare pro-
grams.

His supporters highlight
the formation of School De-
velopment and Monitoring
Committees (SDMCs) and
implementation of mid-day
meal related schemes as key
reforms in the education sec-
tor.

During his time as district
in-charge minister, Vishwa-

nath is credited with improv- :
ing drinking water supply :
systems, particularly bring- :
ing Cauvery water to parts of
Hunsur taluk. He also played
a role in various social and
community development ini-
: manding a fair and thorough

Though he has stepped !
away from electoral contests,
Vishwanath is expected to :
remain active in advisory and
political mentoring roles,
with supporters stating that :
his experience will continue :
to guide younger leaders in |
the state’s political land- :
¢ the situation and called for re-

tiatives.

scape.

Latha Mallikarjuna
launches 5 crore road
project works

HARAPANAHALLI

MLA Latha Mallikarjuna said
that development of villages
depends on better road connec-
tivity in Harapanahalli constit-
uency. She spoke after per-
forming bhoomi puja at Jam-
bulinganahalli village for road
works worth five crore rupees
from Davangere taluk border to
Kanchikere village. She said

i priority is given to main roads
There was intense competi- :
. tion in the 14th constituency
i where 10 candidates contested
¢ for five seats and polling at
¢ Alfalah Sports Center in Kar- :
¢ gadde recorded 75.43 percent
¢ turnout. The election process
for selecting members to the
: 132-member executive :
i committee from various parts :
i of Bhatkal has now been i
i completed successfully. Elec-
. tion Commissioner Mohiddin :
i Altaf Kharuri said that the |
¢ large number of new members :
¢ in the executive committee :
¢ has brought new enthusiasm
¢ and energy to the organization. :
i road development projects are

connecting taluk centre and
goal is to make constituency a
model constituency.

The CC road on Lakshmipur
Kanchikere route will be as-
phalted widened and devel-
oped. She added that village
connectivity will improve over-
all development of rural areas.
She urged contractors to prior-
itise quality work without dis-
crimination and ensure timely
completion. Local leaders
Shanthakumar Reddy Kanchik-
ere Jayalakshmi Mattur Basa-
varaj Bidri Sunil Kumar Ku-
berappa engineers and contrac-
tors were present. Officials said

% lh

expected to improve transport
access for farmers students and
daily commuters in the region.

MLA said that her focus is
on balanced development
across all villages in the con-
stituency and ensuring basic
infrastructure reaches every
habitated area. She said that
improved roads will boost edu-
cation health services and local
economy in rural pockets of
Harapanahalli. The project is
part of larger development plan
aimed at transforming the con-
stituency infrastructure net-
work. She reiterated commit-
ment to make Harapanahalli a
model constituency through
continuous monitoring and
public participation. The
bhoomi puja marks beginning
of long term infrastructure im-
provement works in the area
officials said.

SFI protests over NEET
paper leak allegations

KALABURAGI

The Student Federation of India
(SFI) staged a protest in Kala-
buragi condemning alleged ir-
regularities related to the NEET
UG 2026 examination and de-

investigation into the matter.
The protest was held in front
of the district office, where SFI
members raised concerns over
reports of a question paper leak
and the subsequent uncertainty
faced by students. The organi-
zation also demanded compen-
sation for students affected by

forms in the national examina-
tion system.

SFI leaders stated that around
22 lakh students across the
country appeared for the NEET
UG examination conducted on
May 3 for admission to medical
courses. They alleged that the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
had failed in its examination
management and had repeated-
ly faced criticism over transpar-
ency and fairness issues. They
further claimed that reports of
question leaks in certain regions
had created confusion among
students and led to anxiety over
possible re-examinations.
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Sonia Gandhi
back home after
check-up

New Delhi
Senior Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi underwent
a routine medical check-
up at a private hospital in
Gurugram on Wednesday
and has since returned
home, the party said, clar-
ifying earlier reports that
suggested she had been
admitted for a minor sur-
gical procedure. “Smt So-
nia Gandhi, chairperson of
the CPP, had a routine
medical check-up and is
now back home,” Con-
gress leader Jairam
Ramesh said in a state-
ment. The 79-year-old
Rajya Sabha MP from Ra-
jasthan has faced several
health-related issues in
recent years and has un-
dergone treatment multi-
ple times at hospitals in
Delhi and elsewhere.

| \\\

(Bl arrests
absconding chit fund
scamaccused

Agartala
The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation arrested Sanjit
Chakraborty, a pro-
claimed offender linked
to two Tripura chit fund
scam cases involving over
Rs 7.75 crore. He was ar-
rested in Kolkata on May
12 after allegedly remain-
ing absconding since
2013. The agency said he
cheated investors in two
separate cases worth Rs
7.48 crore and Rs 2713
lakh. Investigators traced
him through surveillance,
Call Detail Record analy-
sis and field verification.
He will be brought to Tri-
pura after obtaining a
transit warrant from a
Kolkata court.

5arrestedin
LUCC chit
fund scam

New Delhi
The Central Bureau of
Investigation arrested
five accused in con-
nection with the LUCC
chit fund scam in Ut-
tarakhand. The ac-
cused include Sushil
Gokhroo, Rajendra
Singh Bisht, Tarun Ku-
mar Mourya, Gaurav
Rohilla and Mamta
Bhandari. The Uttara-
khand High Court’s
Nainital bench had or-
dered the transfer of
all FIRs related to the
scam to the CBlin
2025.
Following the order,
the agency registered
a case under IPC, BNS,
Uttarakhand Deposi-
tors Protection Act and
the Banning of Unreg-
ulated Deposit
Schemes Act.
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Brazil foreign min arrives in India for BRICS meet

Lhe leaders will discuss regional and global developments, economic cooperation, trade, security, innovation and reforms

NEW DELHI

India is hosting the BRICS
Foreign Ministers” Meeting
on May 14 and 15 under its
presidency for 2026. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will chair the meeting, which
will bring together foreign
ministers and senior represen-
tatives from member and part-
ner nations.

Officials said the leaders
will discuss regional and
global developments, eco-
nomic cooperation, trade, se-
curity, innovation and reforms
in international institutions.

The Ministry of External
Affairs welcomed Vieira’s ar-
rival and shared pictures of
his visit on social media. Bra-
zil’s Foreign Ministry also
confirmed that the minister

travelled to India after com-
pleting a two day visit to Cen-
tral Asia. Brazil earlier held
the presidency of BRICS be-
fore officially handing over
leadership responsibilities to
India in December 2025.
During the 4th BRICS
Sherpas Meeting held last
year, Brazil’s Sherpa Ambas-
sador Mauricio Lyrio handed
over the presidency gavel to
India’s Sherpa Ambassador
Sudhakar Dalela. India then
announced its priorities and
agenda for 2026.According to
officials the meeting in New
Delhi will include discussions
on cooperation sustainability
resilience and innovation un-
der the theme “BRICS20”
Ministers will also hold talks
on reforming global gover-
nance and strengthening the

multilateral system.

The visiting ministers and
heads of delegations are also
expected to meet Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi during
their stay in India. The previ-
ous BRICS Foreign Minis-
ters’ Meeting was held on the
sidelines of the United Na-
tions General Assembly in
September 2025.

Officials said the gathering

is expected to strengthen co-
ordination among developing
nations and improve coopera-
tion on international concerns
India’s presidency is focusing
on inclusive growth multilat-
eral partnerships and solu-
tions for global challenges
Several bilateral meetings
between participating coun-
tries are also likely during the
two day diplomatic event

A

Joraboevich
arrives in Delhi

New Delhi
welcomed Uzbekistan
Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Aloyev Bakhromjon
Joraboevich ahead
of the crucial BRICS
Foreign Ministers’
Meeting on May 14-15.
India’s External Affairs
Ministry greeted the
visiting leader as global
diplomats gather in the
capital to discuss major
international issues,
including tensions
linked to the West Asia
conflict. y

A

Kazakhstan,
Nigeria leaders

land in capital

Kazakhstan First Deputy
Foreign Minister Yerza-
han Ashikbayev and Ni-
geria’s Foreign Ministry
Permanent Secretary
Dunoma Umar Ahmed
arrived in New Delhi
for the BRICS Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting on
May 14-15. The Ministry
of External Affairs wel-
comed both leaders as
diplomats from mem-
ber and partner nations
gather to discuss global
issues.

India-Iran discuss regional
issues before BRICS Summit

NEW DELHI

India and Iran held important
diplomatic discussions on
Wednesday ahead of the
BRICS Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in the national capi-
tal.

Ministry of External Affairs
Secretary (West) Sibi George
met Iran’s Deputy Foreign
Minister for Legal and Inter-
national Affairs, Kazem
Gharibabadi, to discuss bilat-
eral relations and regional de-
velopments. The Ministry of
External Affairs said the talks
focused on recent develop-
ments affecting the region and
issues of mutual interest be-
tween both countries.

According to Iranian sourc-
es, Gharibabadi is also ex-
pected to participate in the
BRICS Foreign Ministers’
Meeting scheduled for May
14 and 15 in New Delhi. Iran
has confirmed that Foreign

Minister Seyed Abbas Aragh-
chi will attend the summit,
highlighting the growing im-
portance of ties between Teh-
ran and New Delhi.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaiel
Baghaei said India and Iran
share strong cooperation
through BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation.

He noted that both coun-
tries continue to maintain
close coordination on interna-
tional matters through these
multilateral groups.

Baghaei also stressed the
importance of the upcoming
BRICS discussions and said
Iran is looking forward to
holding bilateral meetings
with participating ministers,
including External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar.

The diplomatic engage-
ments come during height-
ened tensions in West Asia

India and Iran discussed
regional developments
and bilateral ties ahead
of the important BRICS

Foreign Ministers’
Meeting
following recent hostilities
involving the United States
and Iran. Araghchi and Jais-
hankar have reportedly held
several discussions in recent
months regarding regional de-
velopments and their impact
on global peace and stability.

India took over the BRICS
chairmanship from Brazil on
January 1, marking its fourth
presidency after 2012, 2016
and 2021.

Officials said the New Del-
hi meeting will boost cooper-
ation on trade, security, diplo-
macy and governance reforms
while encouraging discus-
sions on global challenges
and partnerships.

Officials warned rising youth tobacco use causes serious health issues,
educating the public and shopkeepers during raids

Maha suspends foreign tours to
strengthen fiscal discipline

MUMBAI

Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Wednesday ordered
the immediate suspension of
all previously approved for-
eign visits by ministers and
senior officials.

Government sources said
every upcoming overseas tour
linked to meetings adminis-
trative work and study pro-
grammes has been put on
hold until further notice. Of-
ficials explained that depart-
ments have been instructed to
conduct international discus-
sions through video confer-
encing and other digital plat-
forms instead of travelling
abroad

The state government said
the decision reflects its com-
mitment to austerity and care-

ful public spending during
uncertain global economic
conditions Authorities be-
lieve the move will save large
amounts spent on air travel
accommodation and related
expenses Ministers and offi-
cials have also been encour-
aged to avoid unnecessary
travel and focus on virtual
communication whenever pos-
sible

State minister Sham-
bhuraj Desai can- >
celled his planned
visit to London and
Paris in support of
the initiative Al-
though the journey
was reportedly ar-
ranged earli-
er as a
family
vacation

Punjab-origin biker gang
founder jailed in US

CHANDIGARH

A United States federal court
in California has sentenced
Punjab-origin Jashanpreet
Singh, founder of the Stock-
ton-based Punjabi Devils Mo-
torcycle Club, to five years
and four months in prison for
illegal firearms dealing and
possession of a machine gun.
According to the US De-
partment of Justice, the
27-year-old had pleaded
guilty to unlawful firearms
trading and illegal possession
of prohibited weapons. US
District Judge Dale A Drozd
delivered the sentence in Sac-
ramento on May 12.
Authorities said Singh tried
to escape to India after the
case came to light. He was
arrested at San Francisco In-
ternational Airport on June 26
last year before boarding a
flight. Officials stated that
Singh earlier faced charges in
San Joaquin County and later
failed to appear before the
court on July 21, resulting in
a bench warrant against him.
Federal prosecutors said
Singh attempted to sell sever-
al illegal weapons to an un-
dercover officer on June 6 last
year. The weapons reportedly
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included a short-barrel rifle,
three assault weapons, three
machine gun conversion de-
vices and a revolver.

During a search of his resi-
dence, investigators recovered
additional firearms, a working
machine gun, a silencer,
high-capacity drum maga-
zines, a pineapple-style hand
grenade and suspected parts
of a military-style Claymore
mine. Officials said the bomb
squad later destroyed the
seized explosives and weap-
ons.Authorities said the Pun-
jabi Devils Motorcycle Club,
founded by Singh last year,
operated as a support group
linked to the Hells Angels.
Members allegedly wore
black jackets with Pun-
jab-themed symbols. The in-
vestigation involved DEA,
ATF, Homeland Security and
local police under “Operation
Take Back America.”

Training aircraft emergency

he decided not to travel to
support fuel conservation and
reduced foreign exchange
spending Maharashtra Assem-
bly Speaker Rahul Narwekar
also confirmed that a proposed
study tour to Japan involving
legislators has been cancelled
The decision follows Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent appeal asking public rep-
resentatives to limit avoidable
foreign travel because of ris-
ing fuel prices and tensions
in West Asia Officials said
Mabharashtra will increas-
ingly depend on digital
meetings for policy dis-
cussions and international
cooperation.
They added that virtu-
al exchanges can
help maintain glob-
al partnerships.
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landing raises fresh concerns

MUMBAI

TA two-seater training aircraft be-
longing to Red Bird Aviation made
an emergency landing near Gojuba-
bi village in Baramati, Maharashtra,
on Tuesday after developing a tech-
nical problem during a training ses-
sion.

According to preliminary infor-
mation, the aircraft suffered an en-
gine malfunction while flying over
the area. The pilot quickly respond-
ed and safely carried out an emer-
gency landing in an open space near
the village, preventing a major acci-
dent. Officials confirmed that no
casualties or serious injuries were
reported in the incident.

Residents rushed to the spot after
noticing the aircraft descending rap-
idly. Many villagers gathered around
the site before police and local ad-
ministrative officials arrived and
secured the area. Authorities later
restricted public access as technical
experts began examining the air-
craft.

Officials said the aircraft was be-
ing used for routine pilot training
when the technical issue occurred.
Initial findings suggest engine fail-
ure may have caused the sudden
emergency landing.

Technical teams are now inspect-
ing the aircraft to determine the ex-
act reason behind the malfunction.

Cabinet clears Nagpur airport modernisation under PPP

The incident has again
raised concerns about avia-
tion safety in Baramati and
nearby areas.

Earlier this year, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Ajit Pawar had died in a
separate plane crash, draw-
ing attention to safety stan-
dards related to small air-
craft operations in the re-
gion. Authorities said a de-
tailed investigation has been
launched into the latest inci-
dent.

Aviation experts are ex-
pected to submit a report
after examining the aircraft,
maintenance records and
training procedures fol-
lowed by the aviation com-
pany. Officials added that
further action would be tak-
en based on the findings of
the investigation.
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INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

Kumara Park Branch (1193)
Kumara Park Branch, 45, 12th Block, Near BDA Head Office,
Bangalore-560020 Mob : 8925951193, Emai.id: iob1193@iob.in

LOCKER BREAK OPEN NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the persons concerned and public in general that the persons named
under this notice have availed the facility of safe deposit lockers at the above mentioned branch
of Indian Overseas Bank. The respective branch has already addressed notices/reminder
letters by registered post with acknowledgment due (AD) to locker hirers at the address
available as per our Bank records with a request to remit the arrears of Locker rent. The said
letters were returned. Despite of these notices, the locker hirers have not contacted the branch
and have not remitted the locker rent arrears as demanded by the bank. Below named Locker
hirers/Legal heirs of locker hirers are requested to consider this as the BREAK OPEN NOTICE
and contact the Branch concerned with necessary documents and remit the locker rent arrears
within 15 days from the date of publication of this notice failing which the Bank will break
open the locker without any further notice or intimation at the cost and sole risk of the hirers or

NEW DELHI MIHAN India Limited beyond though airport assets were their legal representatives/heirs.
August 2039. This will allow / transferred in 2009, land related S. | Locker |Locker Rent Arrears & .

The Union Cabinet on Wednes-  MIHAN India Limited to hand issues delayed the lease pro- No|Number| Late Fee Charges 22 7L [P (- R TR
day approved the modernisa-  over the airport to GMR Nag- cess. In 2016, MIHAN India 19.600+GST+ Mr. Bhajanlal& Mrs.Latha
tion and expansion of Nagpur  pur International Airport Limit- Limited invited global bids to Penalty Arrear since |Address: # New No.40/4, Old No.40/4, 10th
International Airport under the  ed for a concession period of select a private operator for the 1 | 20077 01/10/2019 Road, 5th Cross, BDA Lane Kumara Park West,
Public Private Partnership mod- 30 years from the commercial % airport. BANGALORE-560020
el. The decision is expected to  operation date. GMR Airports Limited 10300+ GST+ Mrs. Vidya S Rathod
strengthen air connectivity, im- The project is considered an  graded with private sector par-  emerged as the top bidder, but 2 | 30152 Penaity Arrear since | Address: 1-54, 4th Floor, Palace Garden Appartment,
prove cargo movement and important step in developing ticipation and government su-  the process was cancelled in 01/10/2021 BANGALORE-560020.
support economic growth in  Nagpur into a major aviation  pervision. 2020 before courts ruled in its 135004 GST+ CT Amba Devi & Y J Janardan
central India. and cargo hub under the Multi Officials said MIHAN India  favour. After the agreement was 3 | 40181 | Penalty A i Add : No.8, 3rd allotment, Srinivasala Nil

; . . . SO . ; . y Arrear since ress : No.8, 3rd allotment, Srinivasala Nilaya,

The Cabinet meeting, chaired ~ modal International Cargo Hub ~ Limited was formed in 2009 as  signed in 2024, plans were 01/10/2019 Maruthi Nagar, Yelhanaka,Bangalore-560064

by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, approved the extension
of the lease period of Airports
Authority of India land given to

and Airport at Nagpur project.
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the airport will now be up-

a joint venture between Air-
ports Authority of India and
Maharashtra Airport Develop-
ment Company Limited. Al-

made to expand Nagpur Airport
to handle 30 million passengers
annually. Officials said the
project will improve cargo.

For Further Details Contact: The Branch Manager,Indian Overseas Bank, Kumara Park
Branch, Mobile No : 8525951193.

Sd/-
INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
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‘Modi’s appeal misread as

Customs seize foreign
cigarettes at Guj
airport

Ahmedabad
Customs officials at Sard-
ar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational Airport seized
566 boxes containing
over 1.13 lakh foreign-ori-
gin cigarette sticks and
detained three passen-
gers arriving from Dubai
on Wednesday. Officials
said the passengers were
intercepted after suspi-
cious X-ray images of
their luggage were no-
ticed at the arrival hall.
The seized consignment
included Mond and Gu-
dang Garam brand ciga-
rettes concealed inside
checked-in baggage. Cus-
toms authorities seized
the goods under the Cus-
toms Act, 1962, and
launched an investigation
to identify the intended
recipients.

Delhi cops bust
ganja smuggling
network

New Delhi
The Crime Branch of Delhi
Police has busted anin-
ter-state ganja smuggling
network operating across
Qdisha, Rajasthan and
Delhi-NCR and arrested
two alleged drug traffick-
ers. Officials said the NR-|
team recovered around
80.670 kilograms of
high-quality ganja hidden
inside a Hyundai Verna
car during the operation.
Police investigations re-
vealed that the accused
allegedly sourced ganja
from Odisha and supplied
it across Delhi-NCR and
Rajasthan. Both arrested
men were previously in-
volved in cases under the
NDPS Act, officials added.

Gwalior police
return lost mobile
phones

Gwalior
Gwalior Police recovered
and returned 571 mobile
phones worth Rs 1.41 crore
under the “Tera Tujhko Ar-
pan” scheme. Officials
said the phones were ei-
ther lost or stolen and
traced through the Cen-
tral Government’s CEIR
portal.
Senior Superintendent of
Police Dharmveer Singh
Yadav said the initiative is

austerity measure debate’

PM Modi’s fuel-saving appeal is wrongly labelled austerity
despite focus on economic caution and efficiency

NEW DELHI

Multiple media reports and
opposition leaders have de-
scribed Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s recent appeal on
fuel conservation, work-from-
home practices, reduced im-
ports, and limiting non-essen-
tial foreign travel as austerity
measures. However, experts
say this interpretation is in-
correct and misleading.

The term austerity has a
specific economic meaning. It
refers to situations where gov-
ernments cut spending, reduce
welfare programmes, lower
subsidies, and restrict public
investment to control fiscal
deficits. Economists often
link austerity with slower
growth, reduced public ser-
vices, and contractionary pol-
icies. None of these condi-
tions exist in the present situ-
ation.The government has not
reduced capital expenditure or

welfare schemes. Instead,
public investment in infra-
structure, manufacturing in-
centives, and social pro-
grammes continues as before.
PM Modi’s appeal is seen as
a call for responsible econom-
ic behaviour during global
uncertainty.At a public meet-
ing in Secunderabad, the
Prime Minister urged citizens
to help protect the economy
from global shocks caused by
geopolitical tensions and sup-
ply chain disruptions. He
highlighted rising fuel prices
and economic uncertainty as
key concerns.He encouraged
people to use public transport,
adopt car pooling, and in-
crease use of electric vehicles.
He also suggested that offices
and industries revive work-
from-home systems and virtu-
al meetings to reduce fuel
consumption, similar to prac-
tices during the Covid-19 pe-
riod.The Prime Minister also

advised avoiding unnecessary
foreign travel and reducing
imports of non-essential
goods to save foreign ex-
change. Experts said these
steps reflect economic pru-
dence, not austerity.India’s
heavy dependence on import-
ed crude oil makes it vulnera-
ble to global price swings and

NATION

O ibcworldnews.com

Uttarakhand launches
energy conservation drive

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami on Wednesday announced a 50 per cent
reduction in his official vehicle fleet and said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s appeal for
energy conservation is a national responsibil-
ity.

The decision was taken during a Cabinet
meeting focused on short-term and long-term
resource-saving reforms.

The Chief Minister said the appeal reflects
the need for a self-reliant and responsible In-
dia. He urged ministers, officials and public
representatives to avoid unnecessary travel,

use public transport and help turn energy con-
servation into a mass movement across the
state.

The state Cabinet approved several mea-
sures, including reducing ministerial fleets by
half and introducing a weekly “No Vehicle
Day”, where government employees will work
from home.

Citizens will also be encouraged to follow
the same practice voluntarily. The government
will promote video conferencing for official
meetings and encourage the private sector to
adopt flexible work-from-home arrangements.

Officials handling multiple departments will
be allowed to use only one vehicle per day.
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Modi did NOTIFICATION

note Slslg; Whereas, upon considering the report of the Police Inspector, City Market Police Station, Bengaluru City and
£ ; after due investigation of the complaints of depositors it has come to the notice of the Government, that Sri Pancha
spending

cuts but | |Aishwarya Multi-Purpose Souharda Cooperative Limited, Bengaluru is involved in fraudulent transactions by
focus e.d clandestinely and illegally collecting deposits or money from the general public and thereafter have failed to return
on effi- . . . . . . .

cient re- the same either after maturity or on demand made by the depositors or complainants with promised interest and
source | |otherassuredbenefits and thereby have failed to render the services promised to them.

use.

Naidu announces energy plan, urging reduced fuel use,
travel, gold spending, and promoting green governance

Naidu pushes work from
home governance model

AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on Wednesday
said the “Work from Home” system
is becoming a permanent feature and
will also be introduced in govern-
ment administration. He said modern
technology now allows many ser-
vices to function remotely and this
should be encouraged for efficiency
and cost saving.

The Chief Minister supported
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ap-
peal for energy conservation and re-
sponsible public behaviour amid
global uncertainties, including the
ongoing conflict in West Asia. He
urged citizens to follow the eight-
point agenda suggested by the Prime
Minister to reduce unnecessary con-
sumption and support the national
economy.

Naidu said the state government
will soon announce its own detailed
action plan on energy saving and re-
source management. He stressed that
reducing fuel use will help conserve

foreign exchange and strengthen the
economy during challenging times.
Speaking at the foundation cere-
mony of the Bollineni Institute of
Skill, Education and Research in Ni-
damarru, he said government offi-
cials and public representatives
should set an example by reducing
convoy sizes and avoiding wasteful
expenditure. He also called for ratio-
nal security arrangements that are
practical and necessary.Naidu ad-
vised people to reduce foreign travel
and instead explore domestic tourist
destinations. He said India has rich
tourism potential and citizens should
adopt a mindset of “My country, My
responsibility.” He also echoed the
Prime Minister’s suggestion to limit
unnecessary gold purchases.Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu said work from home will be
adopted in government administra-
tion. He supported PM Modi’s ener-
gy-saving appeal, urged reduced fuel
use, limited travel, and promoted
domestic tourism, green energy, and
efficient governance reforms.

3 TMC leaders arrested in

And whereas, it has further come to the notice of the Government that Sri Pancha Aishwarya Multi-Purpose
Souharda Cooperative Limited, Bengaluru and people associating with them have been acquiring lands, movable
and immovable properties, cash and others from and out of the deposits or money so collected, from the depositors
or complainants and thereby deviating from the intended purposes of accepting the deposits or money.

And whereas, the Government has reason to believe that the actions of Sri Pancha Aishwarya Multi-Purpose
Souharda Cooperative Limited, Bengaluru and people associating with them are acting in and detrimental to the
interest of the depositors or complainants whose intention was to defraud the innocent depositors, and it has
become necessary to protect the interest of the depositors of the Sri Pancha Aishwarya Multi-Purpose Souharda

Cooperative Limited, Bengaluru.

And whereas, now the Government after considering the report of the Police Inspector, City Market Police
Station, Bengaluru City and investigation officer for Sri Pancha Aishwarya Multi-Purpose Souharda Cooperative
Limited, Bengaluru Fraudulent Company and satisfying itself about the urgent need to protect the interest of the
depositors and in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of Section (3) of the Karnataka Protection of
interest of Depositors in Financial Establishment Act, 2004 (Karnataka Act 30 of 2005) hereby makes the following

order, namely:

Now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of Section (3) of the Karnataka Protection
of interest of Depositors in Financial EstablishmentAct, 2004 (Karnataka Act 30 of 2005), the Government under the
circumstances stated above having satisfied that in order to protect the interest of depositors itis necessary to attach
the movable and immovable properties believed to belong to Sri Pancha Aishwarya Multi-Purpose Souharda

Cooperative Limited, Bengaluru.

Note: All the aforesaid immovable properties from the date of publication of this order in the Official Gazette, shall
forth with vest with the Competent Authority, who has been appointed by the Government, pending further orders

Therefore, the Government hereby attaches the immovable properties as specified in the Annexure to this order
believed to have been acquired by the Sri Pancha Aishwarya Multi - Purpose Souharda Cooperative Limited,
Bengaluru eitherin its own name or in the name of any other person from and out of the deposits collected by the Sri
Pancha Aishwarya Multi-Purpose Souharda Cooperative Limited, Bengaluru, and where it transpires that such
money or such other properties of the said financial establishment, or the personal assets of the promoters,
partners, directors, managers or members or any other person of the said financial establishment is not sufficient for
the repayment of the deposits or interest or such other assured benefits to the depositors.

from the Special Court.

“ORDER"

By Order and in the name of the
Governor of Karnataka
Sd/-
(Anwar Basha)
Deputy Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department
(Services-1, SSLR & Special Cell)
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Karachi
University teachers
continue stir

Karachi
Karachi University is fac-
ing a serious financial cri-
sis as teachers accused
the administration of poor
financial management
and irregular budgeting
practices. Teachers con-
tinued their examination
boycott for the eighth
straight day over unpaid
dues, affecting thousands
of students. Karachi Uni-
versity Teachers Society
President Ghufran Alam
claimed the university has
pending payments of
nearly PKR 1billionand a
total shortfall of around
PKR 1.5 billion. He also al-
leged that income from
several costly academic
programmes was either
hidden or not properly in-
cluded in the university
budget records

Inflation
raises funeral costs
across Pak

Rawalpindi
Rising inflation in Pakistan
has made funeral and
burial expenses unaf-
fordable for many poor
families in Rawalpindi.
According to reports,
families are spending be-
tween Pakistani Rs
40,000 and Rs 45,000
for burial arrangements,
including grave space and
excavation. Traditional
free grave-digging servic-
es by volunteers have al-
most disappeared. Prices
of burial shrouds and fu-
neral items have also
sharply increased. Several
cemeteries are reportedly
running out of space,
while concerns have
grown over unethical
graveyard practices, in-
cluding the reuse of old
graves for money.
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Putin hails test launch of 'Sarmat' ballistic missile

He termed it the "most powerful missile system in the world" and a key component of Russia's strategic deterrence capabilities

MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir
Putin praised the successful
testing of the Sarmat intercon-
tinental ballistic missile, call-
ing it Russia’s most powerful
missile system. During a vid-
eoconference with Strategic
Missile Forces Commander
Sergei Karakayev, Putin con-
gratulated military personnel,
scientists, engineers and de-
fence workers involved in the
project.

Putin said Russia started
modernising its strategic de-
terrence systems after the
United States withdrew from
the Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty in 2002. He stated that
Moscow then focused on cre-
ating advanced weapons ca-
pable of overcoming modern
missile defence systems.

According to Putin, the Sar-
mat missile is more advanced
than the Soviet-era Voyevoda
system and has a payload
strength far greater than West-
ern missile systems. He
claimed the missile could
travel through both ballistic
and suborbital routes, cover-
ing more than 35,000 kilome-
tres with improved targeting
accuracy.

The Russian President also
claimed that the Sarmat sys-
tem could bypass all current
and future missile defence
shields. He announced that
the missile would officially
enter combat service later this
year.

Putin further mentioned
other advanced Russian
weapons systems, including
the Avangard hypersonic mis-
sile, Kinzhal air-launched

missile, Oreshnik medi-
um-range missile and the Po-
seidon underwater vehicle. He
added that the Burevestnik
nuclear-powered cruise mis-
sile was nearing completion.
The Sarmat programme

was first unveiled in 2018 as
part of Russia’s next-genera-
tion weapons initiative. Putin
described the successful test
as a major achievement for
Russia’s defence sector and
national security.

No leader as loved at home as
Modi: Norwegian politician

OSLO

Former Norwegian minister
and ex-UNEP chief Erik Sol-
heim strongly praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
ahead of his Norway visit
scheduled from May 18 to
May 19.

Writing in Norwegian
newspaper Dagens Naering-
sliv, Solheim described Modi
as the world’s most popular
politician and said Western
leaders had much to learn
from his environmental mes-
sage and development poli-
cies.

Solheim wrote that no ma-
jor world leader enjoyed the
same level of public support
at home as Modi. He noted
that the Prime Minister’s ap-
proval ratings remained close
to 70 per cent and said Modi
had become one of the
world’s most influential dem-
ocratic leaders.

The former minister praised
India’s economic growth un-
der Modi, saying the country
was expanding at around sev-
en per cent annually, faster
than many large economies.
He added that India could be-
come the world’s second-larg-
est economy by 2050 if the
present growth trend contin-
ued.

Solheim also highlighted
Modi’s humble background in
Vadnagar, Gujarat, where his
family sold tea at a railway

FARE N

station. He described Modi as
a self-made leader who rose
through determination and
leadership.

He particularly appreciated
India’s renewable energy
growth, mentioning large so-
lar and hydropower projects,
modern airports and improved
roads across the country. Sol-
heim said Modi’s green devel-
opment model aimed to re-
duce poverty while promoting
sustainable growth. He added
that Nordic leaders should
carefully listen to Modi
during their upcoming discus-
sions.

Solheim commented on In-
dia’s changing political land-
scape, saying the Bharatiya
Janata Party had gained sup-
port across caste and class
groups. He noted that the par-
ty received backing from both
business families and tribal
communities. However, he
added that India’s progress
should ensure inclusion for
Muslim minorities too.

| NAME CHANGE |l NAME CHANGE

|, MOHAMMED YAHYA, S/O
MOHAMMAD YOUSUFF resident
of No: 6/1, Flot No: FO1, Fouzia
Enclave, Kandaswamy Mudaliar
Road, Frazer Town, Bengaluru -
560005. Have changed my name to
MOHAMMAD YAHYA, vide affidavit
dated: 07.05.2026, before Notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

|, NAZIRA BEGUM, W/O

MOHAMMAD YAHYA resident
of No: 6/1, Flot No: FO1, Fouzia
Enclave, Kandaswamy Mudaliar
Road, Frazer Town, Bengaluru -

560005. Have changed my name to
NAZEERA BEGUM, vide affidavit
dated: 07.05.2026, before Notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

|, CHAND PASHA KHADAR
BASHA, S/o KHADAR BASHA,
Resident of No: 10/4, Bradshaw
Street, Bengaluru — 560001.
Have changed my name to
CHAND PASHA, vide affidavit
dated: 06.05.2026, before Notary
G DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

|, NOOR JAHAN, W/o. Mohammed
Asif Ahmed, Resident of No.75/41,
6th Main, New Gurappana
Palya Bannerghatta Road,
Bengaluru-560029, have changed
my name to SAYEEDA NOORI,
vide affidavit dated: 13.05.2026
before notary V. RAJASHEKHARA,
Bengaluru.

|, JAMEELA BEE , W/o, Sami
Ulla, Resident of No 32,5th Cross
Arfath Nagar West Of Padarayana
Pura Bengaluru Dist, 560026,
have changed my name to
JAMEELA BANU , vide affidavit
Dated: 13.05.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.

CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

| NAME CHANGE N NAME CHANGE |

|, SHAHANVAZ BEGUM, W/o
Nijara Ahmed, resident of. No 06,
Khaja Block, Chikkanna Block,
Devarajeevanahalli, Bangalore
560045, have changed my name
to SHANAWAZ, vide affidavit
dated: 12.05.2026, before Notary
CHANDRA SHEKAR.M, Bangalore

| NAME CHANGE

|, PIYUSH KOTHARI, S/o, Prakash
Manikchand Kothari, Resident of
No,706, 42nd Cross 3rd Block Near Old

Pak under fire over
rising sexval
violence cases

ISLAMABAD

A recent sexual assault case
involving a 19-year-old moth-
er in Pakistan’s Rawat area
has renewed concerns about
the country’s handling of gen-
der-based violence and the
challenges faced by survivors
seeking justice.

According to reports, the
young woman had gone out to
buy Eid clothes for her chil-
dren when she was allegedly
assaulted inside a moving ve-
hicle. The case has drawn
public attention and increased
scrutiny of Pakistan’s law en-
forcement and judicial sys-
tems.

A report by Asian News
Post stated that the incident
reflects wider structural prob-
lems in addressing sexual vi-
olence. It highlighted con-
cerns over delayed police re-
sponses, weak investigations
and lengthy court proceed-
ings, which often reduce con-
fidence in the justice system.

The report said limited po-
lice resources, procedural
gaps and insufficient training
can affect evidence collection
and slow investigations. It
added that sexual assault cas-
es in Pakistan frequently take
years to conclude, placing
emotional and social pressure
on survivors and discouraging
many from reporting crimes.

Hezbollah rockets target Israeli
troops near Lebanon border

TEL AVIV

The Israel Defense Forces
said Hezbollah launched
rockets toward Israeli troops
operating in southern Leba-
non on Wednesday, though no
injuries were reported. Sirens
were activated in northern Is-
rael, including the Zar'it area,
after the attack.

According to the IDF, sev-
eral rockets landed near Israe-
li soldiers stationed south of
the Forward Defense Line.
The military said troops were
continuing operations to de-
stroy Hezbollah infrastructure
and remove threats to Israeli
civilians.

The IDF also reported inter-
cepting suspicious aerial tar-
gets in the operational area. In
one incident, troops identified

a person allegedly using sur-
veillance equipment against
Israeli forces. The military
said the individual was later
killed in tank fire. Another
alert regarding a hostile air-
craft infiltration near Avivim
was later confirmed as a false
identification.

Meanwhile, Naim Qassem
said Hezbollah’s military ca-
pabilities were an internal
Lebanese matter and would
not be discussed during ongo-
ing tensions with Israel. In a
televised speech, he warned
that Hezbollah was prepared
for a prolonged conflict and
would not retreat under mili-
tary pressure. The situation
along the Israel-Lebanon bor-
der remains tense despite a
US-brokered ceasefire an-
nounced earlier this year.

Police Station Rajajinagar Bengaluru

District, 560010, have changed my
name to PIYUSH KOTHARI PRAKASH
, vide affidavit dated: 13.05.2026 before
notary B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,

Bengaluru.

‘Russia to fulfil all agreements
on energy supply to India’

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov assured that
India’s energy interests would remain protected despite
global tensions and Western sanctions on Russia.
Speaking ahead of the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ Meet-
ing, Lavrov said Russia would continue ensuring stable
energy supplies to India and honour all agreements
with partner countries. He accused the United States
of trying to control major global energy routes and
pressuring nations maintaining energy ties with Russia.
Lavrov claimed India clearly understood the current
global situation and said Moscow would do everything
possible to prevent “unfair competition” from affect-
ing energy arrangements with New Delhi. Lavrov also
criticised European nations for reducing dependence
on Russian oil and gas, calling the move politically mo-
tivated. He claimed Europe was facing economic and
energy problems because of restrictions on Russian
energy imports and would increasingly depend on more
expensive US liquefied natural gas supplies.

In letter to US president, congressional commission says silence will
leave China free to ‘use human beings as bargaining chips’

Exiled groups urge Tfump to
confront Xi on rights

WASHINGTON

The East Turkistan Govern-
ment-in-Exile and the East
Turkistan National Movement
called on US President Don-
ald Trump to raise issues con-
cerning East Turkistan and
Tibet during his summit with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in Beijing. Trump began his
two-day state visit to China
on Wednesday.

The organisations accused
China of carrying out severe
human rights abuses against
Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz
and other Turkic communities
in Xinjiang, which they re-
ferred to as East Turkistan.

The groups claimed the
campaign included forced la-
bour, mass detention, family
separations and forced sterili-
sation.

The organisations also
urged Trump not to support
any agreement that could
strengthen Chinese control
over the region. They claimed
that valuable minerals includ-
ing lithium, titanium and rare
earth elements were being ex-
tracted under conditions that
international experts had crit-
icised. Mamtimin Ala said the
only long-term solution was
restoring East Turkistan’s in-
dependence. He added that
the group had recently sub-
mitted a petition to the United
Nations Decolonisation Com-
mittee seeking international
support.

Salih Hudayar claimed an
independent East Turkistan
could provide critical miner-
als to the United States and
reduce dependence on China.
The groups also alleged that

China was expanding missile
and artificial intelligence in-
frastructure in the region,
calling it a threat to American
national security.

Trump’s visit comes at a
time of tensions between
Washington and Beijing over
trade, technology and security
matters. The exile groups said
the United States should place
human rights concerns at the
centre of discussions with
China. They also urged world
leaders to support the rights
and identity of Uyghurs and
other minority communities
living in the region. China has
repeatedly denied allegations
of abuse in Xinjiang and
maintains that its policies are
aimed at fighting extremism,
improving security and sup-
porting development in the
area.

EBU raises concerns over

Tibetan religious

BRUSSELS

Concerns regarding China’s
alleged involvement in Tibet-
an religious matters were
raised during the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the European
Buddhist Union (EBU) held
in Brussels on May 9.

The gathering mainly fo-
cused on safeguarding the re-
ligious rights of Tibetan Bud-
dhists and protecting tradi-
tional spiritual practices.

Rigzin Genkhang, repre-
senting the Central Tibetan
Administration and the Office
of Tibet in Brussels, appealed
to the global community to
stand with Tibetan Buddhists.
He expressed concern over
what he described as increas-
ing Chinese efforts to influ-
ence Tibetan spiritual tradi-
tions and the future succes-
sion process of the Dalai
Lama.

Genkhang stated that the
selection of religious leaders
should remain entirely spiri-
tual and free from political
pressure or state control. He
also mentioned China’s “Eth-
nic Unity Law” and referred
to a recent European Parlia-
ment resolution that criticised

the legislation.

The meeting took place at
Saint-Gilles town hall and in-
cluded European leaders,
Buddhist representatives and
officials. Among those pres-
ent were Jean Spinette, Nico-
la Censini and Antonella
Sberna, who addressed the
gathering through a video
message.

The European Buddhist
Union urged the international
community not to recognise
any religious leader appointed
by the Chinese government.
The organisation also called
for peaceful dialogue and dip-
lomatic efforts to resolve the
long-standing Tibet-China
issue.

Baloch groups
condemn
Gwadar workers’
shooting

BALOCHISTAN

Several Baloch labourers
were reportedly killed and
many others injured after al-
leged firing by Pakistan Coast
Guard personnel in the Kun-
tani area of Jiwani in Gwadar
district.

According to local resi-
dents and eyewitnesses, the
workers were carrying out
routine labour activities near
the coastal belt when gunfire
suddenly erupted, creating
panic in the area.

Reports said injured work-
ers were shifted to nearby
hospitals, where some re-
mained in critical condition.
Pakistani authorities had not
released any official statement
on the incident at the time of
reporting.

Several Baloch political
parties, student organisations
and rights groups strongly
condemned the incident.
Sholan Baloch described the
incident as the “Kuntani mas-
sacre” and accused security
forces of deliberately target-
ing poor labourers.

China warns on US arms sales to Taiwan

_ NAME CHANGE _[Fsse——

I, NASIM UNNISA W/O MUNAVAR,
Residing at  Hurulagurki  Village,
Venkatagirikote Post, Vijayapura Hobli,
DevanahalliTaluk, Bangalore Rural District-
562110, That my hame is NASIM UNNISA
this is correct name was mentioned
My Aadhaar, Pan Card also correctly
mentioned as NASIM UNNISA and some
document my name mentioned is true
and correct. But in my pass port wrongly
mentioned my name as NASEEMA
UNNISA instead of NASIM UNNISA.

| submit that, my name herein NASIM
UNNISA is correct and same may be
considered by the concerned authority.
Sworn before P. V. Ramchandra Reddy
Advocate, Dated: 13-05-2026.

WASHINGTON DC

China has once again warned
the United States ahead of
President Donald Trump’s vis-
it to Beijing from May 13 to
15, stressing that its “four red
lines” in bilateral relations
should not be crossed.

In messages posted on X,
the Chinese Embassy in Wash-
ington listed the sensitive is-
sues as Taiwan, democracy
and human rights, political
systems, and China’s develop-
ment rights.

The embassy stated that
China and the US should focus

on building a stable and con-
structive relationship based on
mutual respect, peaceful coex-
istence and cooperation that
benefits both countries. The
remarks came as preparations
continued for Trump’s official
visit and high-level talks with
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Meanwhile, Trump con-
firmed that several leading
American business executives
were travelling with him
aboard Air Force One. He de-
nied media reports suggesting
that Nvidia CEO Jensen
Huang had not been invited.
Trump described Huang’s par-

ticipation in the visit as an
honour. According to Trump,
the business delegation also

includes Elon Musk, Tim
Cook, Larry Fink, Stephen
Schwarzman and other major

industry leaders. Trump said
he intended to urge Xi Jinping
to further open China’s mar-
kets for American companies
and investments during the
discussions.

The US President described
Xi as a friend and expressed
optimism about the outcome
of the visit. He said trade and
economic cooperation would
remain the main topics during
meetings with Chinese offi-
cials. The White House also
confirmed that former First
Lady Melania Trump would
not accompany Trump on the
trip to China.
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Portugal superstarremains determined provingage

and league criticismicannet slow/ambitionsianymere

MADRID

- | Cristiano Ronaldo is preparing for
what is expected to be his sixth and
final FIFA World Cup, determined to
prove he can still perform at the
highest level despite leaving Europe-
an football to play in Saudi Arabia.
The Portugal captain, who turned
41 in February, shocked the football
world when he joined Al Nassr FC
~ in late 2022 after ending his second
| spell with Manchester United F.C..
The move sparked criticism from
fans and pundits, many of whom be-
lieved Ronaldo had effectively
stepped away from elite competition.
~ However, Ronaldo has continued
~ to silence doubters with consistent
~ performances and goals for both club

and country.

Al Attlyah Headhnes Strong
Field For Jordan Rally in
MERC Championship

AMMAN

Nasser Al-Attiyah headed a
star-studded field for the Jor-
dan Rally, the third round of
the 2026 FIA Middle East Ral-
ly Championship (MERC), set
to begin on Friday across the
Dead Sea and Jordan Valley
regions.

The six-time Dakar Rally
champion arrived as the
favourite while chas- %
ing a record-extend-
ing 21st regional ti-
tle and an 18th vic-
tory in Jordan since '
first winning the
event in 2003.

Al Attiyah teamed up
with Spanish navigator Candi-
do Carrera in a Skoda Fabia
RS prepared by Autotek Mo-
torsport. He led a competitive
17-car field featuring drivers
from 10 nations and six Rally2
category machines.

The Qatari opened the 2026
MERC season with victory in
Oman before compatriot Ab-
dulaziz Al Kuwari claimed the
second round in Qatar. Al At-
tiyah currently remained firm-
ly in contention for yet another
regional crown in a career al-

ready filled with records and
achievements.

One of his strongest chal-
lengers was expected to be
Oman’s Abdullah Al Rawahi,
who partnered Jordanian
co-driver Ata Al-Hmoud in an-
other Skoda Fabia RS. The
duo had previously won the
Jordan Rally in 2023 and
hoped a return to full fitness
would reignite their champi-
onship campaign.

Veteran Qatari driver
Nasser Khalifa Al-Atti-
yah entered the round

as the championship
" leader after consistent
performances in Oman
and Qatar. He partnered Leb-
anese co-driver Ziad Chehab
in the only Ford Fiesta on the
entry list. Saudi Arabia’s :
Hamza Bakhashab also
emerged as a serious title
contender this season. The
Jeddah-based driver, ac-
companied by Irish naviga-
tor Lorcan Moore in a Toy-

ota GR Yaris, sat secondin =

the championship stand-
ings and aimed to emu-
late his father Abdullah
Bakhashab, the 1995 re-
gional champion.

Portugal coach Roberto Martinez
. insisted the veteran forward remains
as motivated and influential as ever
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month.

ahead of the global tournament next

“He keeps performing and he
keeps showing his value and that he
is important for the national team,”
Martinez said. “To have that hunger
when you’ve won everything in the
game is quite remarkable.”

Ronaldo and longtime rival Lionel
Messi are both set to become the
first players to feature in six World
Cups. Ronaldo already holds the re-
cord for most appearances and goals
in men’s international football, with
226 caps and 143 goals for Portugal.

The forward is also the only player
to score in five different World Cups.

Despite concerns over the quality
of football in Saudi Arabia, Ronal-
do’s numbers remain extraordinary.
Since joining Al Nassr, he has con-
tinued scoring at an impressive rate
while helping Portugal maintain its

competitive edge internationally.

He has scored 25 goals in his last mﬂ

Spain.

prize.

e A Y

30 appearances for Portugal and re-
cently played a key role in the team’s
UEFA Nations League triumph, in- |
cluding scoring in the final against =

Ronaldo has repeatedly defended
the Saudi Pro League against criti-
cism, arguing that scoring there is
more challenging than many believe.

“The numbers don’t lie,” Ronaldo
said in a previous interview. “For me
it’s easier to score in Spain than
score in Saudi.”

Although he has confirmed this
World Cup will be his last, questions
remain over how much longer he
will continue playing professionally. |

For now, Ronaldo’s focus remains |
firmly on leading Portugal in one fi- |
nal attempt to win football’s biggest =
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Veteran Dutch coach returns aiming guide Curagao through
memorable debut World Cup tournament

Curacao Reappoints Dick Advocaat
Ahead Of Historic FIFA WC Campaign

WILLEMSTAD

Dick Advocaat has returned
as Curacao head coach just
three months after stepping
down, with t h e

veteran manager now set to
lead the Caribbean nation at
its historic first FIFA World
Cup appearance.

The Curacao football feder-
ation confirmed the 78-year-
old’s reappointment, a day af-
ter compatriot Fred Rutten
departed the role following a
brief spell in charge.

Advocaat had originally re-
signed in February citing a
family health issue after suc-
cessfully guiding Curacao
through qualification for the
expanded 2026 FIFA World
Cup. However, reports sug-
gested players were eager for
his return after two disappoint-
ing warm-up defeats under
Rutten against Australia and
China in March.

In a statement, the federa-
tion said discussions regarding
the details of Advocaat’s ap-
pointment were ongoing, with
the objective of ensuring “sta-
bility, clarity and continuity”
around the national team
ahead of the tournament.

Curagao’s World Cup debut
will also place Advocaat in the

history books. When the team
faces Germany national foot-
ball team in Houston on June
14, he will become the oldest
coach ever to manage at a
FIFA World Cup at 78 years of
age. The previous record be-
longed to Otto Rehhagel, who
coached Greece at the 2010
World Cup aged 71.

This will be Advocaat’s
third World Cup as a head
coach and remarkably his third
with a different nation. He pre-
viously led the Netherlands
national football team at the
1994 tournament and South
Korea in 2006.

Curagao has been drawn in
a challenging group alongside
Germany, Ecuador and Ivory
Coast in the first-ever 48-
team World Cup, jointly host-
ed by the United States, Can-
ada and Mexico. The expand-
ed tournament format signifi-
cantly benefited the CONCA-
CAF region by providing ad-
ditional qualification spots,
helping smaller nations like
Curagao secure a place on
football’s biggest stage.

SPORTS

O ibcworldnews.com

Southamptoh
Reach Playoff Final
amid Spying Row

SOUTHAMPTON

Southampton F.C. moved
within one victory of a return
to the Premier League after
defeating Middlesbrough F.C.
2-1 after extra time in a dra-
matic Championship playoff
semifinal overshadowed by a
spying controversy.

The tense second leg at St
Mary’s Stadium ended with
Southampton sealing a 2-1
aggregate victory thanks to a
late winner from Shea
Charles, whose cross curled
directly into the bottom cor-
ner with just four minutes re-
maining in extra time.

The match unfolded under
intense scrutiny following al-
legations that unauthorized
filming of Middlesbrough’s
training sessions had taken
place before the semifinal
clash. The English Football
League has charged South-
ampton with breaching com-
petition regulations and re-
quested an independent disci-
plinary hearing at the earliest
opportunity.

Southampton, however,
sought additional time to
complete an internal review
into the matter, meaning any
punishment is likely to be de-
cided before the playoff final
against Hull City A.F.C. on
May 23.

The Championship playoff
final is widely regarded as the
richest single match in world
football, with promotion to
the Premier League potential-
ly worth more than £200 mil-
lion through broadcast reve-
nue, sponsorship and prize
money.

Saints edge
Middlesbrough after
extra time to move
closer toward Premier
League promotion

Tensions boiled over
throughout the semifinal.
Southampton coach Tonda
Eckert and Middlesbrough
manager Kim Hellberg were
involved in a heated confron-
tation on the touchline near
the end of the first half before
being separated by officials.

After the goalless first leg,
Hellberg had openly criticised
Southampton over the spying
allegations, accusing the club
of attempting to “cheat.”

The fiery atmosphere con-
tinued during the match when
an on-field exchange between
Middlesbrough defender Luke
Ayling and Southampton’s
Taylor Harwood-Bellis re-
portedly led to allegations of
discriminatory language, ac-
cording to British media re-
ports.

Despite the off-field dis-
tractions and emotional inten-
sity surrounding the contest,
Southampton managed to
maintain composure and se-
cure progression to the final.

The Saints are aiming for
an immediate return to the
Premier League after suffer-
ing relegation last season,
ending an 11-year stay in En-
gland’s top division from
2012 to 2023.

Hull City, meanwhile, are
seeking their first Premier
League appearance since
2017, setting up a high-stakes
final later this month.

Kriish, Manish and Mukund Advance as Karan
Exits Karnataka Open Challenger

BENGALURU

Indian players Kriish Tyagi,
Manish Sureshkumar and
Mukund Sasikumar advanced
to the second round of the
Karnataka Open ATP 50
Challenger, while sixth-seed-
ed Karan Singh suffered an
early exit. Wild card entrant
Kriish Tyagi delighted local
fans at the SM Krishna Tennis
Stadium with a composed
6-2, 7-5 victory over Japanese
qualifier Taiyo Yamanaka in

the opening round.

The 19-year-old Bengaluru
player, currently studying and
competing in collegiate tennis
at Texas A&M University in
the United States, showed
confidence from the begin-
ning by breaking Yamanaka’s
serve in the opening game.
Kriish maintained control
throughout the first set and
sealed it comfortably 6-2.

The second set proved more
competitive as the high-
er-ranked Yamanaka settled

into rhythm and challenged
the Indian teenager with con-
sistent serving and clean re-
turns. However, Kriish pro-
duced the decisive break in
the 11th game before serving
out the match 7-5.

Another Indian player who
enjoyed a memorable day was
Manish Sureshkumar. The
26-year-old recorded his first
ATP Challenger main draw
victory in more than six years
by defeating American quali-
fier Ronit Karki 6-4, 7-6 (7).

Tiger Woods’ Prescription Records Shared in Florida DUI Case

STUART

Tiger Woods will have his
prescription medication re-
cords handed over to prosecu-
tors as part of the ongoing
investigation into his March
arrest on suspicion of driving
under the influence in Florida.

Martin County Circuit
Judge Darren Steele approved
the agreement during a brief
hearing after discussions be-
tween Woods’ legal team and
state prosecutors.

The prosecution had re-
quested records from a Palm
Beach pharmacy covering all
prescription medications is-
sued to Woods from the be-
ginning of the year through
March, the month of the inci-
dent.

Woods’ attorney Doug
Duncan had initially opposed

the request, arguing that the
golfer had constitutional pri-
vacy rights regarding his
medical information. Howev-
er, Duncan acknowledged
during the hearing that such
rights were not absolute and
that prosecutors could present
legitimate reasons for requir-
ing the records in the case.

As part of the agreement,
prosecutors accepted the de-
fence’s request for a protec-
tive order restricting access to
the documents. Under the
court-approved arrangement,
the records will only be ac-
cessible to prosecutors, law
enforcement officials, state
experts and Woods’ defence
team.

Legal experts said the de-
velopment was not unusual
for cases involving suspected
impairment caused by drugs

rather than alcohol.
Florida law clearly de-
fines alcohol impairment
at a blood-alcohol level
of 0.08 percent or high-
er, but there is no fixed
measurement standard
for prescription medi-
cations or other
drugs. As a result,
prosecutors are ex-
pected to rely heavily \
on field sobriety tests,
police observations and
supporting evidence to
establish impairment. A

Woods has pleaded not ‘

guilty to the charge.

According to the sheriff’s |
office report, deputies found |
two pain pills in Woods’ pock- |
et after his SUV reportedly

clipped a truck trailer before
overturning on a residential
road in Jupiter Island.

Withdrawal of
leading con-
tenders changes
complexion of
women’s 57kg
wrestling compe-
tition completely

NANDINI NAGAR

The women’s 57kg
category at the 2026

g . Senior Open Rank-

/ ing Tournament wit-
' nessed a dramatic
" change in complexion
after Vinesh Phogat was

' not permitted to compete,
leading to the withdrawal

~ of several prominent wres-

~ tlers from the event.

The tournament, currently
underway in Uttar Pradesh’s
Nandini Nagar, had generated
significant excitement after
Vinesh, a two-time World
Championship bronze medal-
list, registered for the compe-
tition. However, her eventual
absence shifted the spotlight
away from the category and
altered the competition dy-
namics considerably.

Several notable names, in-
cluding Manisha, Neha and
Tapsya, who had initially reg-
istered in the 57kg division,
later withdrew from the tour-
nament. While the category
originally had 10 entries in-
cluding Vinesh, the final
number rose to 14 after fresh
participants joined and multi-
ple established wrestlers
stepped away.

Among the withdrawals,
Manisha had recently
clinched gold in the 57kg
category at the Zagreb
» Open earlier this year.
Neha, another strong

Vinesh’s Absence Leaves
57kg Category without
Several Top Wrestlers

contender, won bronze at the
2026 Asian Championships in
the 59kg category and en-
joyed a successful 2025 sea-
son with multiple internation-
al medals, including titles at
the Yasar Dogu, Vehbi Emre
and Hamit Kaplan Tourna-
ment and the Mongolia Open
Ranking Series.

Tapsya, who also pulled
out, had won gold medals at
both the U20 World Champi-
onships and U20 Asian
Championships last year.

Her father Parmesh Ahla-
wat explained that academic
commitments and preparation
for upcoming international
events influenced the deci-
sion.

“Tapsya appeared in her BA
final year examination today.
Besides, she also has to com-
pete at the U23 Asian Cham-
pionships later this month, so
we decided to withdraw her
entry,” he said.

He added that her primary
focus remains the upcoming
Asian Games selection trials.

Sources close to Manisha
also stated that she preferred
to avoid back-to-back compe-
titions while training at the
national camp ahead of the
Asian Games trials.

Despite the increase in en-
tries, Vinesh’s absence unde-
niably reduced the overall
glamour and anticipation sur-
rounding the 57kg competi-
tion.
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Black Box buys Brazil tech
giant 2S Inovacoes

Black Box Limited completes its acquisition of Brazil's 2S Inovacées Tecnolégicas,
targeting Latin American growth and significant revenue increases.

Indian drivers trust
safety features
despite doubts

NEW DELHI
A new survey found that
many Indian drivers be-
lieve Advanced Driver As-
sistance Systems improve
road safety, but doubts
about reliability are slow-
ing wider adoption.
Around 70 percent of re-
spondents said ADAS
made driving safer, while
65 percent felt it im-
proved convenience.
However, most users
complained that the
technology struggles in
Indian traffic and road
conditions. The report,
based on responses from
over 1,000 car owners
and buyers, showed only
15 percent were willing to
pay extra for the features.
Experts said poor under-
standing, limited demon-
strations, and concerns
over performance remain
major challenges for au-
tomobile companies na-
tionwide.

Cipla shares rise
despite sharp profit
fall

MUMBAI
Cipla reported a sharp fall
in quarterly profit, but in-
vestors still showed confi-
dence in the pharmaceu-
tical company. Net profit
dropped 55 percent to Rs
555 crore due to a one-
time accounting charge
and weaker market con-
ditions. Revenue also
slipped nearly three per-
cent during the quarter.
Despite the decline, Cipla
announced a final divi-
dend of Rs 13 per share
for eligible shareholders.
The company’s shares
climbed 3.7 percent after
the results were an-
nounced, showing posi-
tive market sentiment.
Analysts believe investors
are focusing on Cipla’s
long-term stability and
strong position in India’s
healthcare sector despite
recent financial pressure
concerns.

Food MSMEs crushed
under rising
compliancerules

NEW DELHI
India’s food processing
MSMEs are struggling
with growing compliance
burdens, according to a
recent industry report.
Businesses face thou-
sands of yearly regulatory
requirements involving
food safety, labour laws,
taxation, packaging, and
environmental rules. Fre-
quent policy changes and
overlapping regulations
have increased costs and
legal risks for smaller
companies lacking dedi-
cated compliance teams.
Experts warned that
many firms risk penalties,
licence suspensions, and
product recalls because
they cannot quickly adapt
to changing standards.
The report also highlight-
ed poor infrastructure,
limited testing facilities,
and expensive technology
upgrades as major obsta-
cles.

MUMBAI

Black Box Limited, a major
global technology company,
has officially finished its pur-
chase of the Brazilian firm 2S
Inovagdes Tecnologicas. This
exciting move, marks a huge
step in the company’s plan to
grow its business across Latin
America and reach a yearly
revenue goal of $2 billion by
2030.Based in Sdo Paulo, 2S
Inovagdes Tecnologicas has
been a leader in the tech
world since 1992. They spe-
cialize in building the "digital
backbone" for businesses, in-
cluding data centers, cloud

services, and cybersecurity.
By joining forces, Black Box
gains a massive advantage in
the fast-growing Brazilian
market, where more compa-
nies are now using artificial
intelligence and cloud com-
puting to stay competitive.
Sanjeev Verma, the CEO of
Black Box, shared his excite-
ment about the deal. He noted
that the expertise 2S brings in
networking and digital securi-
ty perfectly matches what
Black Box does worldwide.
He believes this partnership
will help customers build
stronger, safer, and faster dig-
ital systems.Beyond just tech-

nical skills, this deal is a
smart financial move. The
acquisition is expected to add
about Rs 500 crore to the
company’s yearly earnings.
As global demand for secure
data centers and smart net-
works rises, Black Box is now

better positioned to help cli-
ents transform their technolo-
gy. By combining their tal-
ents, both companies aim to
create better innovations and
long-term value for their part-
ners and shareholders around
the world.

Indian businesses
go global with
billion-dollar

deals

NEW DELHI

India’s business world is
booming despite global ten-
sion, recording a massive 220
deals worth $22.8 billion this
past April. A new report re-
veals that Indian companies
are feeling ambitious, aggres-
sively buying businesses
abroad to expand their reach
and influence.

The surge was fueled by
five "mega-deals" that alone
brought in $17.4 billion.
These large-scale transactions
accounted for nearly 80 per-
cent of the month's total val-
ue. While the number of deals
grew slightly, the actual mon-
ey involved jumped by nearly
1,000 percent compared to the
previous month. This marks
the highest value for mergers
and acquisitions the country
has seen since mid-2022.

Private equity firms also
stayed busy, though they are
becoming more selective. In-
stead of funding many small
startups, they are putting larg-
er amounts of money into
fewer, more established com-
panies.

Meanwhile, the public
stock market remained
healthy, with six companies
successfully launching their
IPOs and raising millions of
dollars from investors.

Different industries saw dif-
ferent types of wins. The
pharmaceutical sector led the
way in total money spent,
while the retail, tech, and
manufacturing sectors were
the busiest in terms of the
number of individual deals.
Interestingly, for the first time
ever, real estate tied with the
energy sector for the most
deal activity. Experts say
these trends show.

India invites Kuwait to “Bharat Innovates 2026” in France,
showcasing deep-tech breakthroughs in AI and green energy to foster
strategic investment and economic diversification partnerships.

Bharat Innovates showcases
hi-tech growth in France

NEW DELHI

India is inviting Kuwait to
join its high-tech journey
through an upcoming global
event called "Bharat Inno-
vates 2026." Paramita Tripa-
thi, India’s Ambassador to
Kuwait, recently shared that
this is a golden chance for
Kuwait to invest in India’s
growing "deep-tech" sector,
which includes advanced
fields like artificial intelli-
gence and green energy.

The main event will take
place in Nice, France, from
June 14 to 16. It will feature
over 100 groundbreaking in-

ventions from India’s top re-
searchers and universities.
This gathering aims to bring
together global investors and
policymakers to see how Indi-
an technology can solve mod-
ern problems.

Ambassador Tripathi point-
ed out that Kuwait is currently
working on its "Vision 2035"
plan to diversify its economy.
By partnering with India, Ku-
wait can find new solutions in
areas like healthcare, cyberse-
curity, and farming technology.
India has already proven its
strength with successful space
missions to the Moon and
Mars, and now that expertise is

moving into the startup world.

With over 10,000 startups
and a massive number of sci-
ence and engineering gradu-
ates, India is becoming a glob-
al hub for new ideas. The
country is focusing on big
projects like the National
Green Hydrogen Mission and
space exploration. This part-
nership offers Kuwait a way to
invest in the future while help-
ing both nations grow. By
working together, they can cre-
ate new technology that bene-
fits people far beyond their
own borders, proving that col-
laboration is the best way to
drive global progress.

Indian goods exports set for growth boost

NEW DELHI

India’s export sector is look-
ing up as new data predicts
the country will ship out near-
ly $112 billion worth of goods
in the first quarter of the 2027
financial year. Reports sug-
gests that despite a shaky
global economy, Indian prod-
ucts remain in high demand
across the world.

The forecast highlights that
"non-oil" exports, which in-
clude everything from elec-
tronics to textiles, are expect-
ed to reach $97.8 billion. This
represents a healthy 3.5 per-
cent growth compared to the
same time last year. Experts
believe this steady rise is be-
ing fueled by India’s ability to

find new buyers in different
countries and the success of
recently signed international
trade deals.

The Exim Bank uses a spe-
cialized tracking model to
predict these trends. Their
analysis shows that while
global demand is picking up,
the government’s quick policy
changes and credit support for
businesses have played a vital
role in keeping local factories
busy. Additionally, favorable
exchange rates are making In-
dian goods more attractive
and affordable for foreign
buyers.

However, the outlook isn't
entirely without hurdles. The
report warns that ongoing
wars, general global uncer-

tainty, and wild swings in the
prices of raw materials could
still pose risks to this growth.
Even with these challenges,
the momentum remains posi-
tive.

The bank plans to release
its next set of predictions in
August, but for now, the data
suggests that India is well on
its way to strengthening its
position as a global trading
powerhouse.

O ibcworldnews.com

Australia invests
millions to grow
India ties

NEW DELHI

Australia is putting its money
where its mouth is by setting
aside $25.3 million in its new
budget to boost its friendship
with India.

This financial boost is de-
signed to tighten the econom-
ic and military bonds between
the two nations, especially as
the world deals with shifting
politics and global trade un-
certainty.

The funding is part of a
"Strategic Partnership" that
helps Australian businesses
find success in India’s mas-
sive, growing market. A key
part of the plan includes the
"Maitri" grants, which fund
new projects in areas like
clean energy, technology, and
education. Additionally, a
large chunk of the money will
go toward keeping the Indian
Ocean safe and secure for
trade.

Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong noted that in a
time of global chaos and con-

Australia allocates $25.3
million in its budget to
strengthen economic

ties, security, and trade
partnerships with India.

flict, Australia wants to be a
reliable partner that India can
count on. The timing is per-
fect, as trade between the two
countries is already booming.
Over the last few years, Indi-
an exports to Australia have
more than doubled, reaching
$8.5 billion.

A major reason for this suc-
cess is a trade deal signed
four years ago. As of January
1, 2026, almost all Indian
goods can enter Australia
without paying any extra tax-
es or duties. By removing
these costs, both countries are
making it easier for local
companies to sell their prod-
ucts abroad. This budget hike
ensures that this momentum
continues, creating more jobs
and a more stable future for
the entire region.

Uber, Adani Group
partner for data center

AHMEDABAD

In a major boost to India’s
tech landscape, ride-hailing
giant Uber has announced it
will build its first Indian data
center in partnership with the
Adani Group. Uber CEO
Dara Khosrowshahi shared
the news following a
high-profile meeting with
Adani Group Chairman Gau-
tam Adani, highlighting In-
dia’s transformation into a
global innovation power-
house.

The new facility is sched-
uled to be ready later this
year. It will serve as a testing
ground for Uber’s latest tech-
nology, helping the company
develop and deploy digital
solutions at a massive scale.
Khosrowshahi emphasized
that this project isn't just for
local users, it follows a "from
India, for the world" philoso-
phy, using Indian engineering
talent to improve services

globally.

The partnership is a perfect
match for the Adani Group,
which is currently pouring
billions into digital infrastruc-
ture. The conglomerate is al-
ready working on a massive
$10 billion project to create
"Al-ready" data centers across
the country. By joining forces,
Uber gains a reliable, high-
tech home for its data, while
the Adani Group strengthens
its position as a leader in In-
dia’s digital future.

As more people use apps
for travel and deliveries, the
need for fast, secure data stor-
age is skyrocketing. This in-
vestment ensures that Uber
can keep up with demand
while contributing to India’s
goal of becoming a top desti-
nation for technology and re-
search. For everyday users,
this means smarter, faster, and
more reliable app experiences
powered by homegrown in-
frastructure.

HIDDEN PRESSURES PUSH INDIA'S INFLATION TO 5.1%

NEW DELHI

Everyday costs for Indian
families are expected to rise
moderately this year, with re-
tail inflation projected to av-
erage 5.1 percent. Reports
suggests that while prices
have stayed relatively calm so
far, several "hidden" pressures
are beginning to move toward
the consumer's wallet.

INFLATION ALERT

In April, inflation saw a tiny
nudge upward to 3.48 percent.
Up until now, the government
has helped shield the public
by keeping petrol and diesel
prices steady at the pump.
However, the report warns
that this protection might not
last forever. With global oil
prices expected to climb as
high as $95 per barrel due to
Middle East tensions, the cost

of transporting goods is be-
coming much more expensive
for companies.

It isn't just fuel that is a con-
cern. Experts are worried that
a "below-normal" monsoon
season and intense heatwaves
could damage crops. If farm-
ing is hit hard, food prices -
which have been low recently
could jump back up. Addition-
ally.

RBI Governor warns of possible price surgeT

NEW DELHI

India may soon see a hike
in petrol and diesel prices
if the conflict involving
Iran continues to drive up
global oil costs. RBI Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra
warned that the rising
price of crude oil is putting
a heavy strain on the coun-
try’s economy and testing
its ability to keep inflation
under control.

The Governor explained
that while the central bank
has tried to support eco-
nomic growth by keeping

interest rates steady, a
long-term war in the Mid-
dle East would eventually
force prices up. If fuel be-
comes more expensive, the
cost of transporting goods

will also rise, making 88

everyday items pricier
for families across In-
dia. Currently, the RBI
is in a “wait and
watch” mode, but offi-
cials say they are ready
to act if these
high costs be-
come perma-
nent.
The situa-

tion is becoming urgent
for oil companies as well.
Petroleum Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri revealed
that state-run oil firms are
losing nearly Rs
1,000 crore every
day. Even though
global oil has

) crossed $100 per
barrel, local
pump prices have
stayed the
same,
causing
these
com-

panies to pile up massive
debts.

India is particularly vul-
nerable because it imports
88% of its oil. While the
Minister assured the public
that India has enough fuel
stocks to last about 76
days, the financial pressure
is mounting. To keep sup-
plies steady, the govern-
ment has already boosted
LPG production. However,
with losses reaching nearly
Rs 2 lakh crore, officials
hint that a price adjustment
is now just a matter of
time.

Low scrap supply hinders
eco-friendly steel

NEW DELHI

India is facing a major hurdle
in its race to produce
eco-friendly "green steel" due
to a severe shortage of recy-
cled scrap. Sanjay Kumar
Singh, a former Steel Secre-
tary, revealed that only 25%
of the nation's steel demand
can currently be met using
scrap-based methods, leaving
the industry heavily reliant on
traditional iron ore.

Speaking at a national min-
ing and metals conclave,
Singh explained that while
using scrap and renewable en-
ergy can cut carbon emissions
by 80%, the country simply
doesn’t have enough old met-
al to recycle. This forces man-
ufacturers to use blast furnac-
es, which consume more en-
ergy and release higher levels
of carbon dioxide. To make
matters worse, the quality of
iron ore found in India is rap-
idly declining, meaning even
more energy is needed to pro-
cess it.

Despite these challenges,
the Indian steel sector is

growing fast. Crude steel pro-
duction has hit nearly 169
million tonnes, growing at
about 9% every year. To bal-
ance this growth with envi-
ronmental goals, the govern-
ment is pushing initiatives
like the National Green Hy-
drogen Mission and a pro-
posed "Green Steel Mission."

Singh also highlighted the
Carbon Credit Trading Sys-
tem, a program where compa-
nies that cut emissions earn
credits, while heavy polluters
must pay up. While this is
currently optional, it will soon
become mandatory. For now,
the industry is focusing on pi-
lot projects to test new tech,
but until scrap collection im-
proves, fully green steel re-
mains a difficult goal.

Govt hikes
crop prices to
help farmers

NEW DELHI

In a major move to support
India’s farming community,
the Union Cabinet, led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has approved a price
hike for 14 essential sum-
mer-sown crops.

This increase in the Min-
imum Support Price (MSP)
for the 2026-27 season en-
sures that farmers receive at
least 50% profit over their
production costs.

The biggest winners this
year are growers of sunflow-
er seeds, who will see a
price jump of Rs 622 per
quintal. Significant increases
were also announced for
cotton, nigerseed, and sesa-
mum.

By offering better prices
for these specific items, the
government hopes to en-
courage farmers to move
away from traditional cere-
als and grow more pulses
and oilseeds, which are in
high demand.
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PBKS Must Avoid Overanalysmg
I Losses, Says Coach Bahutule !

Punjab Kings urged to stay positive ahead of crucial Mumbai Indians IPL clash

DHARAMSHALA

Punjab Kings spin-bowling
coach Sairaj Bahutule be-
lieves his side must avoid
dwelling on defeats and in-
stead focus on learning quick-
ly as the IPL 2026 season en-
ters a decisive phase.
Following Punjab Kings’
fourth consecutive defeat, this
time against Delhi Capitals in
Dharamshala, Bahutule ad-
mitted the team was disap-
pointed but stressed the need
to move on swiftly in the de-
manding IPL schedule.
“Obviously, everyone is
disappointed, but we cannot

overthink and overanalyse. In
a couple of days’ time, we
will be playing Mumbai Indi-
ans here. It is important to
take the learnings from this
game,” Bahutule said.
Punjab appeared to have the
contest under control for large
periods before Delhi Capitals
successfully chased down a
daunting 211-run target. Ba-
hutule pointed to lapses in the
closing stages, particularly in
bowling execution and field-
ing standards, as the turning
point. “We will certainly look
into phases of our bowling
and the fielding part. We al-
most had the game in the bag,

but we did not execute the
skills in the last five overs. If
we had taken the two catches,
DC may not have reached the
target,” he explained.
Despite the losing streak,
Bahutule remained optimistic
about Punjab’s playoff hopes.
Led by captain Shreyas Iyer,
the team still has opportuni-
ties to revive its campaign in
the remaining league matches.
“We are still in the hunt to
qualify for the playoffs. There
are going to be a lot of ups
and downs. We have to put
these losses behind us and
move ahead,” he added.
Delhi Capitals’ victory was

powered by young all-rounder
Madhav Tiwari, who im-
pressed in his first appearance
of the season. The 22-year-old
picked up two crucial wickets
before playing a composed
unbeaten knock of 18 runs off
just eight balls during the
chase. “I just tried to control
my nerves and do the basics
well. T was in the zone and
wanted to win,” Madhav said
after the match.

Delhi eventually completed
the 211-run chase comfort-
ably, adding to Punjab Kings’
growing concerns ahead of
their must-win clash against
Mumbai Indians.

Bowlers Need To Catch Up In
Modern T20 Cricket, Says Dravid

NEW DELHI

Former India head coach Ra-
hul Dravid believes bowlers
are struggling to keep pace
with the rapid evolution of
T20 batting, saying the for-
mat has tilted heavily in fa-
vour of aggressive batters in
recent years.

Dravid, who guided India
to the 2024 T20 World Cup
title, praised the fearless ap-
proach of young Indian bat-
ters and said modern players
are now accessing parts of the
ground that were once consid-
ered impossible to target con-
sistently.

Dravid said the quality of
batting in the shortest format
has improved dramatically
over the last few seasons.

“To see the quality of bat-
ting that has happened over
the last two or three years,
I think the bowlers in
that format of the
game will slowly -
have to do some '
catching up,”
Dravid said.

He singled out
emerging stars
like Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi,
Ayush Mhatre, Pri-
yansh Arya and In-
dia’s top-ranked T20
batter Abhishek Shar-
ma for changing the
approach to Power-

Punjab Kings urge responsible reporting after online
rumours spark controversy around franchise players

PBKS Clarifies Stand amid Rumours,
Revises Social Media Statement

NEW DELHI

Punjab Kings has issued a
clarification amid rising so-
cial media speculation sur-
rounding some of its players,
urging fans and media plat-
forms to avoid spreading un-
verified rumours that could
damage the franchise’s image.

The controversy emerged
after a video allegedly show-
ing spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
vaping during a flight sur-
faced online. Around the
same time, discussions re-
garding opener Prabhsimran
Singh’s fitness and reported
weight gain also gained trac-
tion across social media plat-
forms.

Responding to the growing
chatter, Punjab Kings released
a statement on its official X
account, stressing the differ-
ence between criticism and
misinformation.

“Criticism, banter, and
opinions are part of sport.
Fake stories and made-up nar-

ratives for cheap engagement
are not,” the franchise initial-
ly posted.

The original statement
specifically urged “sports
journalists” to verify facts
before circulating informa-
tion online. However, the
post was later deleted and
reposted after removing the
phrase “sports journalists,”
seemingly to avoid further
controversy.

The revised version re-
tained the franchise’s appeal
for responsible reporting and
social media conduct while

Fl"\' '‘aB

dropping the dlrect reference
to journalists.

Punjab Kings co-owner
Preity Zinta also reacted
strongly to the issue, backing
the team’s stand against mis-
information.

“There’s a difference be-
tween criticism and calculated
misinformation. Healthy de-
bate around the game is wel-
come, but the deliberate
spread of fake narratives to
damage individuals, the team,
or the brand should not and
will not be taken lightly,” Zin-
ta wrote on X.

Vettori Praises GT Bowlers after
SRH’s Crushmg Defeat

AHMEDABAD

Sunrisers Hyderabad head
coach Daniel Vettori admitted
that Gujarat Titans thoroughly
outplayed his side with a dis-
ciplined and clinical bowling
display during their IPL clash
in Ahmedabad.

After posting 168 for 5, Gu-
jarat Titans dismantled SRH
for just 86 to register a mas-
sive 82-run victory — Sunris-
ers’ biggest defeat in IPL his-
tory in terms of runs.
Half-centuries from Sai Sud-
harsan and Washington Sund-
ar laid the platform for GT
before their pace attack ripped
through Hyderabad’s batting
lineup on a seam-friendly sur-
face.

Vettori credited Gujarat Ti-
tans for executing their plans
perfectly with both bat and
ball.

“Really good performance
by GT, they put us under a lot
of pressure with the ball and
then the opening pair set it up
so well. We were satisfied at

the halfway mark, we knew
we are coming up against
their bowling line-up,” Vetto-
ri said.

He acknowledged the chal-
lenge of facing an attack fea-
turing Mohammed Siraj,
Kagiso Rabada, Prasidh
Krishna and Rashid Khan.

“Five seamers plus Rashid
is always going to be chal-
lenging. We didn’t get the
start we wanted and they were
able to capitalise. Their bowl-
ing was brilliant,” he added.

Vettori described Gujarat
Titans as a “formidable team”
capable of adapting quickly to
conditions. He said GT were
especially effective in utilis-
ing the helpful pitch condi-
tions in Ahmedabad.

Despite the crushing defeat,

the former New Zealand spin-
ner defended his batting unit,

saying one poor outing 4

should not overshadow their
impressive campaign so far.

“169 we thought we had a E

chance, but I don’t put any
blame on the batting unit. They
have been exceptional this
year. Every team in the IPL is
going to have small blips
once in a while and
ours was to-
night,” he said.
Vettori also |
praised 4
SRH’s
bowlers for
restricting
Gujarat

below
170, in-
sisting
the total
still
looked

chase-

able at

the in-

nings
break.

play batting with their attack-
ing mindset.

“I think batsmanship and
the ability to hit sixes and ac-
cess different parts of the
ground has improved leaps
and bounds,” he added.

While acknowledging that
bowlers are currently under
pressure in T20 cricket, Dra-
vid expressed confidence that
they would eventually adapt
by developing new skills and

strategies.
. “Probably
A \ a lot more

batsmen
are able
\ to cope

'@ with the
, require-
ments of

the mod-

ern T20

1\ game

Former India coach
says evolving batting
standards are
reshaping modern
T20 cricket
completely

than some of the bowlers
have been able to at this
point. That may change in
two or three years,” he said.

Dravid also pointed out that
the balance is different in Test
cricket, where bowlers con-
tinue to dominate and pro-
duce result-oriented matches
regularly.

The former India captain
suggested that slightly more
challenging pitches could
help restore balance in T20
cricket by giving bowlers ad-
ditional assistance through
turn, bounce or movement.

“They may need a little bit
of support. We don’t want the

balance to be too skewed ei-

ther way — towards bat-

) ters or bowlers,” Dravid
~\_ observed.

He, however, avoided

recommending specific

\ rule changes such as

increasing the num-
/\ g

ber of bouncers per

s ’ over, saying the

. game naturally goes

/ through phases

where either bat or
ball dominates.

Bangar Backs KKR for Historic IPL Comeback Push

RAIPUR

Former India batting coach
Sanjay Bangar believes Kolk-
ata Knight Riders are capable
of scripting one of the great-
est comeback stories in IPL
history as the two-time cham-
pions continue their late surge
in the 2026 season.

After struggling near the
bottom of the points table for
much of the campaign, KKR
have dramatically revived
their playoff hopes by win-
ning four consecutive match-
es. Their turnaround has reig-
nited belief among fans and
experts alike, with the side
suddenly emerging as a dan-
gerous contender heading into
the final phase of the tourna-
ment.

Bangar said Kolkata finally
appear to have found the right

balance after weeks of incon-
sistency.

“KKR have won four
matches in a row. Their team
balance is looking solid. The
spin attack has regained its
bite, and the batting unit is
firing consistently. They are
peaking at the right time,
which is what matters most in

a long tournament,” Bangar
said. The former India coach
highlighted the growing con-
fidence within the squad and
stressed that teams building
momentum late in the compe-
tition often become serious
title contenders.

“Teams that build momen-
tum towards the business end

often go deep into the play-
offs. KKR are in a very good
space right now. That’s why
their playoff probability has
gone up significantly,” he
added.

KKR currently sit eighth on
the IPL 2026 standings with
nine points from 10 matches,
but they still have four league
games remaining. Bangar be-
lieves winning all four could
transform their difficult cam-
paign into a memorable re-
covery story.

“If they win their remaining
four games, they will pull off
one of the greatest comebacks
in IPL history. From the bot-
tom of the table to the top
four, that would be a remark-
able turnaround. It will take a
special effort, but with the
form they are in, it looks pos-
sible,” Bangar stated.

SPECULATION GROWS OVER
HARDIK PANDYA'S FUTURE
WITH MI FRANCHISE

MUMBAI

Speculation surrounding
Mumbai Indians captain Har-
dik Pandya has intensified
after fans noticed changes in
his social media activity fol-
lowing the franchise’s disap-
pointing IPL 2026 season.
Mumbai Indians became the
first team to be eliminated
from playoff
"z~ contention
.+ this sea-
s on,
< manag-
ing only
% three wins
and miss-
. ing the
playoffs
for the

fourth time in the last six edi-
tions. The poor campaign has
triggered widespread criti-
cism, with attention now shift-
ing toward Pandya’s future as
captain.

Rumours began circulating
after several fans claimed that
Pandya had unfollowed Mum-
bai Indians’ official Instagram
account following the team’s
defeat against Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru. Social me-
dia users also pointed out that
posts and collaborations relat-
ed to Mumbai Indians ap-
peared to have been archived
or removed from the
all-rounder’s profile.

Although neither the player
nor the franchise has officially
commented on the reports, the
developments sparked intense
debate online. Fans have start-
ed speculating whether Pan-
dya could part ways with the
five-time IPL champions
ahead of next season. Some
social media discussions even
linked the Indian all-rounder

h with a possible move to

| Chennai Super Kings after

"\ Viswanathan following a
4 recent MI-CSK encoun-
~\ ter. Others suggested
W\ Royal Challengers
.\ Bengaluru or Kolkata
1 Knight Riders as po-
\ tential destinations if
he leaves Mumbai
Indians.

e+, he was seen speaking with
CSK chief executive Kasi

Scheftler chases
breakthrough after runner-
up run at PGA defence

NEWTOWN SQUARE

Scottie Scheffler is the de-
fending champion at the PGA
Championship and arrives at
Aronimink Golf Club carry-
ing an unusual run of three
straight runner-up finishes
that have tested his patience
but not dented his confidence.
Runner-up finishes to Rory
Mcllroy at the Masters, a
playoft loss to Matt Fitzpat-
rick at the RBC Heritage, and
another close call behind
Cameron Young have defined
his recent weeks.

He joked that his wife not-
ed the streak, but said the per-
formances show he is close
rather than struggling. Schef-
fler remains world No. 1 and
has not finished outside the
top 30 since 2024, underlin-
ing his consistency.

Rory Mcllroy, Jon Rahm
and Jordan Spieth headline a
stacked field, with Scheffler
and Mcllroy having shared
most of the recent majors be-
tween them. The course is
expected to challenge preci-
sion into heavily contoured
greens, which Xander Schauf-
fele called “diabolical.”

Mcllroy, who won the Mas-
ters last year, said strategy off
the tee may be limited but
second-shot control will be
crucial. Scheffler said finish-
ing second is painful but often
easier to analyze than poorer

results.

A repeat victory would
place Scheffler alongside Ti-
ger Woods and Brooks
Koepka in rare PGA Cham-
pionship history, adding fur-
ther weight to his pursuit of
a third straight season at
world No. 1.

Jon Rahm and Xander
Schauffele are also among the
contenders, with firm condi-
tions expected to expose ev-
ery mistake across the week-
end at Aronimink Golf Club
in Pennsylvania shaping ma-
jor championship drama this
week unfolding drama.
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