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benches and greets LoP R

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Thursday bowed to the
threshold of the Legislative As-
sembly and the CM’s chair as he
entered the House at Vidhana
Soudha for the first time as Chief
Minister.

The monsoon session, which
began on Thursday, marks his
first legislature session in the
new role.

"With the blessings of crores
of Kannadigas, bowing to the
ideals of democracy, I take my
first step into the House as
Chief Minister," Shivakumar
posted on X, sharing a picture.

Shivakumar walked up to the
opposition benches and greeted
the Leader of Opposition in the
House R Ashoka and Deputy
Leader of Opposition Arvind
Bellad in the beginning of the
day's proceedings.

Shivakumar posted on X that
he was taking his first step into
the House as CM while bowing
to the ideals of democracy and
with the blessings of Kannadi-
gas. He also greeted opposition
leaders R Ashoka and Arvind
Bellad.

Shivakumar was sworn-in as
the chief minister along with 13
ministers on June 3, following
Siddaramaiah's resignation as
CM on May 28.

He expanded his Cabinet on
August 3, by inducting 19 min-
isters, bringing the total
strength to 33. One berth re-
mains vacant.

The monsoon session of the
Karnataka legislature is expect-
ed to be stormy with the oppo-
sition likely to corner the Con-
gress government on a host of
issues, including drought man-
agement and the resignation of
minister B Nagendra, who is
facing corruption charges.

According to sources, the
raging issue of Cauvery water
release to Tamil Nadu, the ac-
quisition of farmers' land for
the proposed Greater Bengaluru
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'BOWING TO IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY..."

DKS gears up to face Oppn salvo; bows to assembly door and CM seat, walks up to the opposition
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With the blessings of crores

of Kannadigas, bowing to the
ideals of democracy, | take my
first step into the House as cm.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

BJP to boycott Assembly
Speaker poll

Bengaluru: The Opposition BJP
said on Thursday that it would
boycott the election to pick
the Speaker of the Karnataka
Assembly, even as it and the
JD(S) nominated a candidate for
the Legislative Council chair-
person post despite lacking the
numbers in the Upper House.
Both polls will be held on Friday.
Speaking to reporters, LoP
R Ashoka said the BJP was
boycotting the election
because the Congress high
command had already
announced the Speak-
er'sname in a letter. “The
House has sovereignty
and the MLAs have the
right. But the Congress has
unconstitutionally men-
tioned the name of the
Speaker to be selected on
its letterhead. "

Integrated Township (GBIT)
project near Bidadi in Bengal-
uru South district, and the de-
mand for Nagendra's resigna-
tion are likely to disrupt House
proceedings.

On Thursday, the House paid
tributes to D Sudhakar, a mem-
ber of the current Assembly
and a Minister, who passed
away recently, during the obit-
uary reference.

Ashoka and DyLoP Arvind Bellad before the start o

bill on use of public property

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
Cabinet is learnt to have ap-
proved on Thursday a Bill re-
quiring private organisations
and associations to seek gov-
ernment permission to use
public property for any activ-
ity, a move widely seen as
targeting the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

The Karnataka Regulation
of Use of Government Prem-
ises and Public Property Bill,
2026, drafted by the Home
Department headed by Pri-
yank Kharge, is likely to be
introduced in the ongoing
monsoon session of the legis-
lature.

The Bill will replace an Oc-
tober 18, 2025 order that
made “prior permission” man-
datory for any private organi-
sation, association or a group
of persons to use government
property or premises.

While the order did not spe-
cifically name RSS, it con-
tained enough provisions to
impact the activities of the
Hindu majoritarian organisa-
tion, including its route
marches. The order, however,

was stayed by the Karnataka
High Court citing violation of
fundamental rights.

Minimum wages:

Cabinet panel formed

The Cabinet also decided to
form a sub-committee headed
by Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara to look into the
hike in minimum wages in the
state, which was done through
a final notification by the La-
bour Department in May.

A pet project of Labour
Minister Santosh Lad, the
government revised minimum
wages in the range of Rs
32,145 and Rs 20,350. While
this was hailed by trade
unions, it was criticised by
employers as “too steep.”

A case is currently ongoing
in the High Court between
employers and the Govern-
ment of Karnataka.

It may be recalled that the
Finance Department had ad-
vised all government depart-
ments to wait for the Cabi-
net’s final decision before
proceeding with the revision
of minimum wages.
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f the legislative session.

The business has
finally started

The Karnataka Legislature's monsoon
session began on August 13,2026, and
is scheduled to run until August 27,
2026, spanning 10 working days at the
Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru. The ses-
sion assumes significance as it comes
after a considerable delay, amid mount-
ing political developments, including
the uncertainity over Cabinet expansion.

Schedule & details

Dates: August 13 to August 27
Location: Vidhana Soudha, B'luru.
Duration: 10 working days.

Summoned by: Governor Tha-
warchand Gehlot under Article 174(1)
of the Constitution.

Major focus areas &
background

Cabinet rejig:The session follows the
recent induction and portfolio alloca-
tion for new ministers, with CM DK Shi-
vakumar retaining major portfolios like
Finance and Intelligence.

Expected issues:Proceedings are ex-
pected to focus heavily on state devel-
opment, drought mitigation, regional
water-sharing matters such as the
Cauvery dispute, and facing opposition
questions, including the absence of a
woman minister in the Cabinet.

Cauvery: Govt
tomove SC

The Cabinet is learnt to
have decided Thursday
to file a petition in the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committe’s
(CWRC) direction that
Karnataka should release
12,000 cusecs of water to
Tamil Nadu for the next 15
days. “About 7000-7,500
cusecs of water is already
flowing naturally. We're
falling short by some
4,000 cusecs,” an official
said.
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Parl monsoon
session ends on

11 Bills passed by both
Houses despite
repeated disruptions.

NEW DELHI

The Monsoon Session of Par-
liament concluded on Thurs-
day after Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and Rajya Sabha
Chairman CP Radhakrishnan
adjourned their respective
Houses sine die, ending a ses-
sion marked by repeated dis-
ruptions, Opposition protests
and the passage of several key
bills without debate.

The Lok Sabha’s final sit-
ting began with the playing of
Vande Mataram. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and other
MPs were present as all six
stanzas of the National Song
were played before the House
was adjourned.

In the Rajya Sabha, the final
day saw the passage of the
Mines and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Amend-
ment Bill by voice vote. The
Upper House skipped Zero
Hour and Question Hour and
continued beyond its usual
pre-lunch schedule before
Radhakrishnan reviewed the
session’s functioning and ad-
journed proceedings sine die.

Rijiju flags low productivity
Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said, “In
terms of business, it was a
very successful session; we

12 bills passed by
both Houses are:

LoD

Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026

Prevention of Insults to National
Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Bill, 2026

Supreme Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026

Appropriation (No. 3) Bill, 2026
Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026

Taxation and Other Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Development (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026
Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026

National Co-operative Development
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026

passed a total of 12 bills.
However, from the perspective
of debate and discussion, it
was not as successful.” he
said. According to him, Lok
Sabha productivity stood at
19%, while the Rajya Sabha
recorded 39%.

LOK SABHA PRODUCTIVITY AT 19%

The Lok Sabha | The Rajya Sabha func- However,
recorded pro- | tioned for 37 hours and disruptions

ductivity of only | 49 minutes during the meant that
around19% | session. Parliamentary | only 16 Starred
ofits allotted | data showed that 285 Questions,

time, while the | Starred Questionswere | 52 Zero Hour

Rajya Sabha
functioned at
approximately

39%.

listed, while 380 Zero

Hour submissions and

380 Special Mentions
were admitted.

submissions
and 93 Special
Mentions could

be taken up.

‘Sandhya Kirana' for retired
staff gets cabinet nod

BENGALURU

The Karnataka state cab-
inet on Thursday ap-
proved the launch of
'Sandhya Kiran' contrib-
utory cashless healthcare
scheme for state govern-
ment pensioners and

FEATURES OF THE

SCHEME

Coverage & beneficiaries: In the
initial phase, approximately 3.11 lakh state
government pensioners under 70 years of
age and their eligible dependents, bringing
a total of about 4.93 lakh beneficiaries, will

come under the scope of this scheme.

family pensioners aged
below 70 years.

The voluntary initia-
tive aims to cover rough-
ly 4.93 lakh beneficia-

Healthcare benefits: As a contributory

cashless health scheme, it provides cashless

access to secondary, tertiary, and emergency
medical treatments up to ¥5.00 Lakh per
eligible family per year on a floater basis.

ries, offering secondary,
tertiary, and emergency
medical care up to 35
lakh per family annually.

As per the govern-
ment, to ensure compre-
hensive healthcare cov-
erage for retired state
government employees
and their eligible depen-

Hospital network: Benefit packages
and revised package rates applicable un-
der AB-ArK will extend to this scheme as

well. Beneficiaries can avail of cashless

treatment facilities at enrolled/approved

hospitals under the scheme.

Premium contributions

Service pensioners must contribute 1.25% of

their basic pension.

dents, this new scheme
has been formulated un-
der the regulations of the
Ayushman Bharat-Arog-
ya Karnataka (AB-ArK)
scheme.

The scheme will be
implemented through the

The scheme is expected to collect an estimated 117
Crore annually in premiums, with the annual treat-
ment cost estimated at approximately ¥81.75 Cr.

Family pensioners must contribute 0.75% of

their basic family pension.

Financialimpact (Treatment costs)

Suvarna Arogya Surak-
sha Trust (SAST) .

As per AB-ArK policy, 70% of the treatment cost
will be borne by the beneficiaries’ share and 30%

by the State Government's share.

Social security
significance

This scheme is a vital social
security measure ensuring

Accordingly, the annual share will be approximately
¥57.22 Crore from beneficiaries and ¥24.53 Crore

from the State Government.

quality, affordable, and
cashless healthcare services
for state government pen-
sioners and their families,
helping significantly reduce
the financial burden of unex-

To ensure long-term financial stability and effec-
tive corpus management, a mechanism is pro-
posed to automatically increase the current pre-
mium rate by 0.05% (5 basis points) whenever

corpus utilization exceeds 85%.

pected medical expenses.

Phuket incident: Air India
expands dope test for all pilots

NEW DELHI: Air India will
begin mandatory substance
testing for all pilots on Thurs-
day, expanding checks beyond
regulatory requirements days
after a pilot involved in a seri-
ous mid-air incident tested pos-
itive for marijuana, accord-
ing to an internal memo.
The tests will screen

for substances and 3

medications prohibited
under aviation regula-
tions and will be con-
ducted alongside training
sessions at the airline's Guru-
gram academy, after flights at
briefing centres and offices, or
at locations designated by pi-
lots' home bases. Pilots at bud-
get subsidiary Air India Ex-
press will also be tested.

Air India did not immedi-
ately respond to an email

RIR N

seeking comment. Existing
rules require airlines to ran-
domly test at least 10% of
their flight crew for psychoac-
tive substances each year.
"We nevertheless now feel
that it is important to go fur-
ther," Air India said in the
memo, adding that the
initiative was intended
to uphold safety stan-
dards and provide reas-
p surance to passengers
and other stakeholders.
The move comes as au-
thorities investigate an August
4 incident involving an Air
India Airbus A320neo flying
from Phuket to Delhi that sud-
denly lost about 300 feet (91
metres) of altitude during
cruise. The flight's captain
tested positive for marijuana
in a confirmatory drug test.

AP students take
out ‘Taksing Chalo,
Bharat Bachao’

Guwabhati: With the claims
by community organisations
and Opposition parties about
incursion by Chinese forces
on the border increasing pres-
sure on the government, a
team of the influential All
Arunachal Pradesh Students'
Union (AAPSU) on Thursday
began a march towards Tak-
sing, where they seeks to
hoist the tricolor on the Inde-
pendence Day.

A team led by Mato Bui,
AAPSU general secretary, be-
gan the march from the state
capital Itanagar to Taksing, an
interior area in Upper Suban-
siri district, where, according
to local organisations, Chi-
nese PLA forces had alleged-
ly crossed the border recently
and even blocked movement
of the Indian forces.

NHAI TWEAKS NORMS

Cauvery row: K’taka bandh
evokes mixed response

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
bandh called by pro-Kannada
activist Vatal Nagaraj on Thurs-
day against the Cauvery water
release to Tamil Nadu evoked
mixed response, with intense
protests in Mandya and preven-
tive detentions at several plac-
es, while life remained un-
affected in major urban
centers like Bengaluru
and Mysuru as organi-
sations that had backed
the agitation initially,
later withdrew support.
The bandh was called by
the Federation of Kannada or-
ganisations led by activist Vatal
Nagaraj, in protest against the
directions of the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee and the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority to release 12,000 cu-
secs of water to Tamil Nadu.
The call lost some momen-

tum after several Kannada or-
ganisations withdrew their sup-
port. Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar said that some activists,
including Praveen Shetty and
Sa Ra Govindu, had met him
and informed him that they
were withdrawing the bandh
call. “They have said that
they are withdrawing the
call, which is very hap-
i py news. | congratulate
them and thank them
for it," Shivakumar told
reporters.

Pro-Kannada activist
Vatal Nagaraj was taken into
preventive custody from his
residence in Bengaluru be-
fore he could join the
planned protests.

In Mandya, the epicentre of
the Cauvery agitation, farmers
staged protests carrying empty
pots and horse gram.

10K fine if ambulance fails to reach crash site in 10-minute

The new norms give
ambulances two minutes
to start moving
afteracceptingan
emergency alert

v
NEW DELHI

The National Highways Au-
thority of India has set a
10-minute deadline for ambu-
lances deployed on national
highways to reach accident
sites within a 10-km radius,
as part of new rules aimed at

cutting delays in emergency
response. It said failure to
meet the timeline could attract
a penalty of Rs 10,000 for
each incident.

Under the new guidelines,
ambulances will also have to
take accident victims to the
nearest hospital within one
hour of accepting a ticket,
with a Rs 10,000 penalty for
any failure. The norms, issued
on Wednesday, are part of ef-
forts to strengthen the Inci-
dent Management System
through the NHAI Care Sys-
tem and improve the dispatch

of ambulances, cranes and
patrolling vehicles.

In its policy guidelines,
NHALI said, “Based on loca-
tion of incident the ambulance

should not take more than 10
minutes (from time of the
ticket acceptance) for cover-
ing any accident within 10-
km vicinity.” It added, “For
incident locations beyond 10
km, allowed time shall be
proportionally increased. The
same shall be verified through
GPS data/ IMS Care Dash-
board.”

There are around 3,000 am-
bulances and 1,000 patrolling
vehicles and cranes covering
about 50,000 km of highways
under NHAI. Under the new
service-level benchmarks, any

emergency ticket rejection by
an ambulance will also attract
a penalty of Rs 10,000. NHAI
said all equipment, medicines
and staff must be provided as
per contract agreements, fail-
ing which a penalty of Rs
10,000 will be imposed.

The agency said AIS-140
compliant GPS devices have
been installed on all on-road
units, including ambulances,
cranes and patrolling vehi-
cles deployed on NHAI
projects, to ensure effective
implementation of the NHAI
Care System.
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Quick response helps
reunite missing boy
with family

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A three-year-old boy found
walking alone near 4th
Cross, Vithal Nagar, was
safely rescued and reunited
with his family by Chama-
rajapet police. At around
3.59 pm, members of the
public alerted 112, following
which ASI Rajasekhar R.J.
and Police Constable
Channabasappa, on duty in
Hoysala-90, reached the
spot within three minutes.
Police comforted the child
and learnt that he had
walked from Anchepalya
towards Vithal Nagar. After
making enquiries in the sur-
rounding area, police traced
his parents and safely
handed him over to his
mother and grandmother.

Swift action by Begur
Police: Lost Mobile
Phone Traced

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Begur police swiftly traced
and returned a lost mobile
phone to its rightful owner
following a 112 emergency
call in Hongasandra on Au-
gust 12. At around 12.01 pm,
awoman contacted 112 af-
ter her husband lost his
phone near a bar within
Bommanahalli police lim-
its. The emergency re-
sponse team alerted ASI
Srinivas N. and Police Con-
stable Shabbir Mama-
dapur, who were on duty in
Hoysala-215 of Begur Police
Station. They reached the
spot within three minutes
and found that the phone
was with the cashier of a
nearby bar. After verifying
ownership, police recovered
the phone and handed it
over safely to the owner.

Privank Kharge targets BJP over
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

Home Minister Priyank Kharge questioned BJP’s patriotism narrative, urging
the ‘Har Ghar Tlranga campalgn to begln at RSS headquarters.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge on Thursday
criticised the BJP over its
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign, saying the initiative
should begin at the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
headquarters in Nagpur.

Kharge questioned the
RSS’s history of hoisting the
national flag at its headquar-
ters, claiming that the trico-
lour was officially hoisted
there only in 2002.

He also questioned why
the organisation’s ideologi-
cal association with the
Bhagwa Dhwaj took prece-
dence over the national flag
for decades.

He asked whether RSS
route marches had seen uni-
formed swayamsevaks car-
rying the Indian tricolour,
accusing the BJP of issuing

“Desh Bhakt” certificates to
others while questioning
their patriotism.

His remarks came amid the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
being promoted as part of In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had urged citizens
to hoist the tricolour at their
homes and described the
campaign as a tribute to free-
dom fighters and a pledge
towards a developed India.

“Before lecturing every Indian on
patriotism, perhaps the BJP should
first explain why its ideological
parent chose the Bhagwa Dhwaj over
the Tricolour.”

-Privank KHARGE,
K’1aka Home MINISTER

Kharge said the BIJP
should first explain the
RSS’s historical position
on the national flag before
lecturing citizens about pa-
triotism.

Tricolour debate

| Har GharTirahga
Target
BJP and RSS
| RSS headquarters, Nagpur
| Indian Tficolour
| Tricolour hoisted at RSS in 2002
| Independence Day celebrations

Flag and patriotism
debate

Karnataka Home Minister Priyank
Kharge criticised the BJP’s ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign by questioning the
RSS’s historical position on the na-
tional flag. He said the campaign
should begin at the RSS headquarters
in Nagpur. Kharge also questioned the
absence of the tricolour from RSS
route marches and accused the BJP
of questioning others’ patriotism.

MP Manjunath flags connectivity
woes near Central Prison

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru Rural MP Dr C.N.
Manjunath has sought urgent
intervention to address mobile
and internet connectivity
problems affecting residents
around Bengaluru Central
Prison in Parappana Agrahara.
He wrote to Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya M. Scin-
dia after raising the issue with
Department of Telecommuni-
cations Secretary Amit Agar-
wal.

Manjunath said the installa-
tion of the Tower-Harmonious
Call Blocking System and
high-frequency Wi-Fi jam-
mers around the prison had
severely disrupted communi-
cation services in neighbour-
ing areas. Residents are re-
portedly facing difficulties in
making calls and accessing
the internet, affecting essen-
tial daily activities.

The connectivity problems
have become particularly
challenging during medical
emergencies, for students at-
tending online classes and

F ““Prison security is paramount, but measures to

nearby.”

employees working from
home.

The issue is also significant
because the area is close to
Electronics City, one of Ben-
galuru’s major corporate
hubs, where reliable connec-
tivity is essential for profes-
sionals and businesses.

While stressing that prison
security and preventing unau-
thorised communication by
inmates are important, Man-
junath said the measures
should not adversely affect
legitimate communication
needs of residents living near-
by.

He requested the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications
to examine the issue and ex-
plore a suitable technical
solution that would maintain

prevent unauthorised communication must not
deprive residents of essential mobile and inter-
net services. A suitable technical solution should
protect both security and the legitimate com-
munication needs of people living and working

=Dr C.N. Manjunath, Bengaluru Rural MP

Connectivity )
concerns

Location: Parappana Agrahara
and surrounding areas

Issue: Mobile and internet
service disruption

Cause: Call-blocking system and
high-frequency Wi-Fi jammers

Affected: Residents, students
and work-from-home employees

Nearby hub: Electronics City

Request: Technical solution
balancing prison security and
public connectivity J

prison security while restor-
ing reliable mobile and inter-
net services to the surround-
ing residential and profes-
sional areas.

GBA to revive welfare scheme, benefit 15,592 beneficiaries

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) is set to revive
its welfare scheme after a
three-year gap, with benefits
to be distributed to 15,592
beneficiaries.

The distribution date will
be announced later, according
to GBA officials.

Under the scheme, 4,200
students will receive school
and college fee reimburse-
ment, while 2,298 beneficia-
ries will receive financial as-
sistance under the ‘Onti
Mane’ scheme. Sewing ma-
chines will be provided to
3,917 people, while 1,507
beneficiaries will receive EV/
CNG vending push carts.

Under the Saarathi scheme,
732 beneficiaries will receive
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autorlckshaws, while 730
people, including pourakarmi-
kas and working women from
disadvantaged sections, will
get electric two-wheelers. An-
other 675 beneficiaries will
receive free skill training
aimed at improving employ-
ment opportunities.

The scheme also includes
592 two-wheelers with attach-
ments for persons with dis-
abilities, benefits under the
Amrut Mahotsav Yojana for
444 people, and documents

related to housing for 426
beneficiaries through the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Housing Corpora-
tion Limited. Seventy-one
people will receive electric
wheelchairs.

Officials said beneficiaries
receiving vehicles, push carts
and other movable assets will
be subject to verification to
ensure they are not sold for
money.

Beneficiaries allotted cor-
poration quarters will also be
required to move into them
instead of renting them out.
Violators will face action, of-
ficials warned.

Beneficiaries to get

festival gifts
15,592 | total beneficiaries
students — fee
4’200 reimbursement
3,917 sewing machines
‘Onti Mane’ cash
2 ) 298 assistance
1,507 | EV/CNGpushcarts
732 autorickshaws
730 electric two-wheelers
675 skill training

WELFARE BENEFITS

The GBA welfare scheme, being revived after three years, will provide assis-
tance across education, livelihood, housing and mobility. Benefits include fee
reimbursement, cash assistance, sewing machines, vending push carts, au-
torickshaws, electric two-wheelers, skill training and electric wheelchairs.

Prakash Raj accuses poll officials of cover-up

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Actor Prakash Raj has ac-
cused Karnataka election au-
thorities of a “cover-up” over
his voter registration status in
Bengaluru amid the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise. Raj had
claimed on August 11 that his
name was deleted from the
electoral rolls.

Election officials later clar-
ified that his registration re-
mained active in the Shanti-
nagar Assembly constituency.
They said a Booth Level Of-
ficer’s door-to-door verifica-
tion found that Raj had shift-
ed from his previously regis-
tered address at Garden
Apartments four years ago.
His status was subsequently
marked as “Permanently

“This fight is about the dignity /bﬁ

of a citizen, of standing in
queues, asking us to stand in queues.”
-Prakash Raj, Actor

shifted”, officials said, advis-
ing him to submit Form 6 to
register his new address.

In a follow-up video, Raj
challenged the explanation,
alleging that officials changed
their position only after his
post gained widespread atten-
tion. He claimed officials ini-
tially told him that a mistake
had occurred and later
changed the website status
from “Permanently shifted” to
“Shifted”.

Raj also questioned the cir-
cumstances surrounding a
late-evening visit by the BLO
to his former residence, de-
scribing it as “natak and dra-

. He alleged that the ex-
ercise was conducted to create
footage portraying him as
being at fault.

The actor said the issue was
not merely about his voter
registration but about the dig-

What election officials said

Election authorities said Raj’s voter
registration remained active and
denied arbitrary deletion. A Booth
Level Officer verified his previous ad-
dress and found that he had moved
away four years ago. Officials said
his status was marked “Permanently
shifted” following the verification
and advised him to submit Form 6
to register his current address. Raj
disputed the explanation, alleging
officials changed the status only
after his public protest gained

widespread attention.

nity and rights of citizens
during electoral verification.
He questioned whether ordi-
nary voters would receive
similar attention and said he
would release more videos
and hold a press conference.

Missing boy
traced, safely
reunited with
grandmother

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A nine-year-old boy found
wandering alone near
Nayandahalli Junction was
safely traced and handed
over to his grandmother by
Byatarayanapura police on
August 12.

At around 2.36 pm, mem-
bers of the public noticed
the child and immediately
alerted the police through
112. The emergency re-
sponse team passed the in-
formation to ASI Mahesh
and Police Constable
Swamy N.S., who were on
duty in Hoysala-58 of
Byatarayanapura Police Sta-
tion. The police team
reached the spot within 11
minutes and comforted the
boy before speaking to him.

During the enquiry, the
child said he had walked
from the Global Village area
in Rajarajeshwari Nagar.
Police immediately began
efforts to trace his family
and contacted his relatives.
After verifying the family
details and ensuring the
child’s safety, the police
handed him over to his
grandmother.

The prompt response of
the police, coupled with the
alertness of members of the
public, helped ensure the
child’s safe reunion with his
family. The operation high-
lights Bengaluru City Po-
lice’s quick and humane
approach towards protecting
children in distress.

Dr G. Parameshwara
condemns ‘purification’
ritual after Kharge event

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister Dr G. Parameshwara has
strongly condemned the re-
ported “purification ritual”
conducted at a ground in
Haldwani, Uttarakhand, after
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge attended a party
event there.

Kharge participated in a
Congress public programme
at Ram Leela Maidan on Au-
gust 8. Parameshwara said he
was deeply hurt by reports
that the venue was subse-
quently subjected to a purifi-
cation ritual because Kharge
belongs to the Dalit commu-
nity.

He said the incident ex-
posed the continuing reality
of caste discrimination and
untouchability in Indian soci-
ety. Pointing out that India
had reached the Moon’s south
pole, Parameshwara said it
was unfortunate that society
still struggled to accept a Dal-
it as an equal.

He alleged that caste dis-
crimination, untouchability
and regressive practices con-
tinue despite constitutional

“It is painful to say that these repre-
sent two contrasting faces of Indian
society — reaching the Moon’s south
pole while still refusing to accept a
Dalit as one of its own.”

“
NS

-Dr G. Parameshwara, Deputy CM

Parameshwara
condemned the alleged
caste-based ritual and
demanded strict action
against those
responsible.

safeguards. Calling those who
oppose constitutional values
“anti-national”, he said vested
interests were attempting to
keep such practices alive.

Parameshwara questioned
whether India was returning
to the era of Manusmriti un-
der the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment and asked what the
incident meant for ordinary
Dalits if such treatment could
be directed at a senior nation-
al leader.

He urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ensure that
cases were registered against
those responsible and that
they faced stringent punish-
ment under the law. He also
called upon Dalit and margin-
alised communities within the
BJP to introspect over the
forces they
were sup-
porting.

)

Parameshwara’s démand

Dr G. Parameshwara condemned the reported purification ritual
at a Haldwani ground following Mallikarjun Kharge’s Congress
programme. He said the incident reflected the continuing
presence of caste discrimination and untouchability. Paramesh-
wara urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to ensure legal action
against those responsible and demanded stringent punishment.
He also appealed to marginalised communities within the BJP to
introspect about the forces and interests they support.

Karnataka HC upholds police power
to freeze bank accounts under BNSS

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has upheld the statutory au-
thority of police officers to
debit-freeze bank accounts
during crime investigations
under Section 106 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, with-
out obtaining a prior court
order.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the ruling, according
to Karnataka Cyber Com-
mand Director General of Po-
lice Pranab Mohanty. He said
police are required to freeze
the account during an investi-
gation and report the action
immediately to the juris-
dictional Magistrate.

The judgment
quashed earlier orders
of the Principal City
Civil and Sessions @
Court, Bengaluru, which
had directed the release of
seized gold and silver and the
de-freezing of bank accounts
in a case registered by Kora-
mangala Police Station
against M/s JAR Gold Retail
Pvt Ltd under the Banning of
Unregulated Deposit Schemes
(BUDS) Act. The High Court
clarified the distinction be-
tween Sections 106 and 107

KEY RULING

The Karnataka High Court
has clarified that police can
debit-freeze bank accounts
during investigations under

Section 106 BNSS without pri-
or court permission. However,
officers must report the action
immediately to the jurisdic-
tional Magistrate. Section 107
separately governs judicial
attachment and forfeiture,
requiring prescribed approvals
and court proceedings. The
ruling is significant for cyber-
crime investigations, where
rapid action may help prevent
suspected proceeds from be-
ing transferred or withdrawn
before judicial intervention.

S of the BNSS. While Sec-
1Y tion 106 enables police
to take immediate pro-
tective action to prevent

suspected proceeds from
being siphoned off, Section
107 deals with formal judicial
attachment and forfeiture.

The court observed that in-
sisting on prior judicial per-
mission for every account
freeze could hamper investi-
gations, particularly in cyber-
crime and digital financial
fraud cases, where funds can
be rapidly transferred.

Akshayanagar lake pollution
encroachments targeted in civic drive

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru South City Corporation Commis-
sioner K.N. Ramesh inspected Akshayanagar
and surrounding areas with civic officials, in-
teracting with RWA representatives and resi-
dents to review key civic concerns.

Lake Protection,
Encroachment Removal

Ramesh directed BWSSB and civic officials to
jointly prevent polluted sewage flowing from
Begur-Koppa Road from entering Ak-
shayanagar Lake. Officials were instructed to
clear encroachments, including those in Survey
No. 334, and repair damaged play and gym
equipment within the lake premises.

Traffic, Parking Measures

To ease congestion on Akshayanagar Main
Road, officials were asked to examine an odd-
even parking system in consultation with traf-
fic police. Notices will be issued to establish-
ments misusing basement parking for commer-

cial purposes.

A survey of 20 guntas of kharab land between
Hunali Brew Park and DMart was also ordered

for possible road widening.

Drainage, Road Works

Contractors were directed to complete raja-
kaluve desilting immediately to prevent mon-
soon waterlogging. Officials were also asked
to restore the road near Elenahalli Government
School, dug up for BWSSB and BESCOM
works.

Waste Collection, Safety

ment.

Five additional autos will be deployed for
door-to-door waste collection following resi-
dents’ complaints. Officials were also directed
to protect two acres of government land in Sur-
vey No. 15 at Hanumangudda from encroach-

Streetlight maintenance will be strengthened,
while Animal Birth Control operations will be

undertaken to control stray dogs.
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NCC Cadets conduct
‘Har GharTiranga’
awareness campaign

CH NEWS,BIDAR
NCC cadets of the 32
Karnataka Battalion at-
tached to Karnataka
College of Arts, Science
and Commerce, organ-
ised a large-scale
awareness programme
as part of the nation-
wide ‘Har GharTiranga’
campaign.

The cadets visited the
historic Astoor site and
Gadagi village and cre-
ated awareness among
residents about patriot-
ism and the importance
of displaying the nation-
al flag at homes. At the
Gadagi Gram
Panchayat, the cadets
interacted with elected
representatives and lo-
cal officials and ap-
pealed to residents to
proudly hoist the Tricol-
our at their homes as
part of the campaign.
The cadets also organ-
ised a Tiranga rally in
city, raising patriotic slo-
gans and spreading the
message of national
unity and pride among
the public. The cam-
paign was led by NCC
cadets Divya Suresh
and AnushreeRajkumar-
Patil, under the guid-
ance of CTO Dr Santosh
Shivu Naik and CTO Ab-
hilash.

Medicines found
dumped by roadside
inAurad

CHNEWS,BIDAR
A quantity of medicines
and tablets was found
dumped by the roadside
on the road leading to
Narasimhapur, near Au-
rad town, raising con-
cerns over public health
and environmental
safety.
After receiving informa-
tion about the incident,
staff from a local hospi-
tal visited the spot and
collected the medicines
and tablets lying by the
roadside. The area was
also secured to prevent
members of the public
from coming into con-
tact with the medicines.
Dumping medicines in
such a manner could
pose a serious risk to
public health and the
environment, officials
said. We will write to the
Assistant Drugs Con-
troller (ADC) and re-
guest an investigation
into the matter. We will
also file a complaint
with the police, said Ta-
luk Health Officer Dr
Anilkumar.

Civic Body to launch encroachment
clearance drive on footpaths

Shops, sheds and other unauthorised structures occupying footpaths on major
roads will be removed. Notices have already been issued to the concerned persons

CH NEWS,BIDAR

The City Municipal Corpora-
tion will soon launch a drive
to remove unauthorised en-
croachments from footpaths
across the city, Municipal
Commissioner Mukul Jain
said.

Addressing his first press
conference after assuming
charge as Commissioner, Jain
said strict action would be
taken in accordance with the
Supreme Court’s directions to
ensure safe and convenient
movement of pedestrians.*-
Footpath encroachments are
causing considerable inconve-
nience to the public and pe-
destrians, he said.

He said pedestrian safety
would be given top priority
and appealed to traders and
the public to voluntarily re-

o

e - — v,
move encroachments from
footpaths. “If they fail to do
so, the corporation will take
action, he warned. Deputy
Commissioners of Zone-1 and
Zone-2, Naganna Pareet and
Shivraj Rathod, were present.

Jain said the corporation
was giving priority to pre-
venting indiscriminate dump-
ing of garbage in the city.

6o

That priority would be given to the
development of villages newly
incorporated into the municipal limits.
The corporation is also focusing on
improving public parks, with Rs 84
crore earmarked for park development.

- Mukul Jain, Municipal Commissioner

Residents are being educated
through door-to-door cam-
paigns to segregate wet and
dry waste at source and hand
it over to garbage collection
vehicles. Our staff are also
being trained for this purpose.
We appeal to citizens to coop-
erate,” he said.The corpora-
tion has identified 254 loca-
tions where garbage is being
dumped indiscriminately. Of
these, dumping has been
stopped at 82 locations, which
have also been cleaned and

beautified. The remaining lo-
cations will be cleaned and
beautified in a phased man-
ner. Public cooperation is es-
sential. We will keep a close
watch to prevent garbage
from being dumped along
roadsides, Jain said.

Jain said Rs 200 crore had
been sanctioned for the over-
all development of the city
under the Mahatma Gandhi
Nagar Vikas Yojana, and
preparations for an action
plan were under way. Basic
infrastructure will be provid-
ed in all 35 wards.

A list of priority works is
being prepared. It will subse-
quently be placed before the
committee headed by the
Deputy Commissioner, after
which a proposal will be sub-
mitted to the government, he
said.

‘Ensure continuous employment

under VB-G RAM-G’

Officials to bring more eligible workers under the scheme and set a target of providing
continuous employment to 150-200 workers every day at each gram panchayat.

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Anand has
directed officials to ensure con-
tinuous employment for eligi-
ble rural workers under the
VB-G RAM-G scheme and
make significant progress in
generating person-days. During
a whirlwind tour of Tikota ta-
luk, Anand visited the Lohaga-
on, Takkalaki, Jaalageri, Hona-
vad and Toravi gram pancha-
yats and reviewed ongoing
works under the scheme, work-
ers' attendance, employment
generation and overall prog-
ress.

At Lohagaon, he visited an
ongoing worksite and interact-
ed directly with workers. He
enquired about the availability
of work, facilities being provid-
ed under the scheme and the
problems faced by the workers.
Anand also stressed the need to
create greater awareness among
rural people about the scheme,
its employment opportunities
and wage benefits. Warning
that disciplinary action would
be taken against officials and
staff who fail to achieve the ex-
pected progress in generating
person-days, he said progress
should not merely be reflected
in records. Instead, officials
must ensure that a large num-
ber of workers actually receive
employment at the field level.

During his visit to Honavad

Gram Panchayat, Anand en-
quired about the large number
of workers who had sought em-
ployment during the previous
year. He instructed officials to
bring them back under the
VB-G RAM-G scheme and en-
sure continuous employment
for at least 150 workers. He
also inspected the gram pan-
chayat building and directed
officials to undertake minor
repairs and maintain the build-
ing properly so that it provides
a better appearance and facili-
ties to the public.At Toravi
Gram Panchayat, he directed
officials to accelerate imple-
mentation of the scheme and
provide employment to more
eligible workers. Addressing
officials and staff, Anand said
providing continuous employ-
ment to rural workers under the
scheme, which commenced
from July 1, should be the top
priority. Executive Officer
Anandkumar Mageri, Honavad
Administrator Anwar Hussain

ZP CEQO Rishi Anand
said the Chief Minister
was closely monitor-
ing implementation
of the scheme and
its progress. Officials
should therefore create
widespread awareness
and ensure maximum
participation of eligible
workers. Community
works should be given
greater priority over indi-
vidual works to generate
employment on a larger
scale, Anand said.

Nadaf, PDOs Padmini Biradar,
Akkamahadevi Pawar, Jafar
Kaladagi, Shobhakka Shilina
and Rajashree Tungala, VB-G
RAM-G Taluk Information,
Education and Communication
Coordinator Kallappa Nandara-
gi and other officials were pres-
ent.

300-Metre Tricolour rally held under Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign

CH NEWS,VIJAYAPURA

A grand 300-metre-long Tri-
colour rally was organised
as part of the Har Ghar Ti-
ranga campaign ahead of
Independence Day, with the
objective of spreading the
message of patriotism
among the people.

The rally began in front of
the Sri Siddheshwar Temple
and proceeded through
Gandhi Chowk, Basavesh-
war Circle and Kanakadasa
Circle before reaching

Ambedkar Circle. Partici-
pants raised patriotic slo-
gans, including “Bharat
Mata Ki Jai” and “Vande
Mataram”, throughout the
procession.

Former Minister Appasa-
heb Pattanashetty, Mah-
anagara Palike Mayor MS
Karadi, BJP city unit presi-
dent Sandeep Patil and
ex-servicemen jointly
flagged off the Tiranga rally.

Students from various
schools and colleges, ex-ser-
vicemen and members of the

public participated in the
procession, carrying the
huge national flag through
the city streets.Speaking on
the occasion, District
Ex-Servicemen Welfare As-
sociation President LK Ra-
mappa said, every citizen
should develop a strong
sense of patriotism. He said
the main objective of the
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign
was to strengthen patriotism
and national pride among
citizens.He appealed to peo-
ple to hoist the Tricolour at

PRIORITY FOR FACILITIES

their homes and pay tribute
to the freedom fighters who
made sacrifices for the coun-
try's independence.Former
MLC Arun Shahapur,
Umesh Karajol, Gopal Gha-
takambale, Deputy Mayor
Sumitra Jadhav, corporators
and several BJP leaders and
workers participated in the
rally.A large number of stu-
dents, youth, women, mem-
bers of various organisa-
tions, ex-servicemen and
patriotic citizens took part in
the event.

Robbery,
shootout case
accused arrested

BIDAR

District Superintendent of
Police Pradeep Gunti said the
arrest of the accused in the
robbery and shootout case
was a responsibility towards
the people of Bidar and ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
successful operation.

SP Pradeep Gunti said the
police had to arrest the ac-
cused and produce them be-
fore the court for judicial
custody. It was our responsi-
bility to answer to the peo-
ple. I am happy that we have
fulfilled that responsibility,
he said.

He said the accused had
been involved in several cas-
es earlier and had developed
a habit of evading the police
and moving from place to
place without being detected.

‘Take stringent
measures to improve

road safety’

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

Chairing the District Road
Safety Committee meeting,
Deputy Commissioner Ikram
Sharief said road safety must
be given top priority in accor-
dance with the Supreme Court
guidelines. He warned that
legal action would be taken
against officials and contrac-
tors who show negligence in
implementing road safety
measures.He directed officials
to take strict action against
overloaded lorries transport-
ing minerals from mines and
quarries in the Chittapur,
Sedam, Wadi and Jewargi ar-
eas.

All mines and quarries in
the district must install CCTV
cameras at their entry and exit
points within 15 days, he said.
The live feeds should be
linked to the mobile phones
of RTO and police officials to
enable continuous monitor-
ing. Vehicles violating the
rules should be seized and
FIRs registered, the DC said,
adding that licences of quar-
ries should be cancelled in
cases of serious violations.

The DC instructed officials
to effectively use speed detec-
tion guns and CCTV cameras
to identify vehicles travelling
at excessive speeds on high-
ways.Transport and police
officials have also been di-
rected to jointly inspect KS-
RTC buses, lorries and vehi-
cles operated by cement fac-
tories to ensure that speed
governors have been installed
and are functioning properly.

To prevent indiscriminate
parking of heavy vehicles
along highways, officials of
the Public Works Department
and National Highways Au-
thority of India were asked to
identify suitable land and sub-
mit proposals for construction
of truck terminals in the
Sedam, Chittapur and Sirasi-
areas.He also directed offi-
cials to take steps to install

The DC ordered the
removal of scientifi-
cally improper speed
breakers constructed
in violation of Indian
Roads Congress (IRC)
standards. Radium
reflectors and warning
signs should be installed
wherever necessary.
Directing officials to
undertake the work
on a mission mode,
Sharief said, our primary
objective is to prevent
loss of life due to road
accidents.

new digital weighbridges for
checking vehicle loads. The
ban on the entry of heavy ve-
hicles into city limits between
7 a.m. and 10 p.m. should be
strictly enforced, he said.

The DC directed officials to
submit a proposal to the Cen-
tral Government to bring the
Humnabad Cross—Afzalpur
Cross road, which witnesses
more than 40,000 vehicles a
day, under the jurisdiction of
the National Highways Au-
thority of India. A compre-
hensive road safety audit
should be conducted across
the district within 30 days to
identify accident-prone black
spots and implement neces-
sary corrective measures.

He warned that FIRs would
be registered and legal action
initiated against those respon-
sible if poor-quality road re-
pair works or deliberate de-
lays were found.

Superintendent of Police
Adduru Srinivasulu, City Cor-
poration Commissioner Avi-
nash Shinde, Deputy Trans-
port Commissioner and Se-
nior Regional Transport Offi-
cer Anand Parthanalli, PWD
Executive Engineer Rahul
Kamble and district-level of-
ficials from various depart-
ments were present at the
meeting.

Promote VB-G RAM-G to prevent
migration, ZP DS Prakash

CH NEWS,VIJAYAPURA

Zilla Panchayat Deputy Sec-
retary Prakash Vaddar has
directed officials to ensure
continuous employment for
rural workers in need of
work and ensure that the
benefits of various govern-
ment welfare schemes reach
eligible beneficiaries without
delay. During a visit to a lake
rejuvenation work being un-
dertaken under the VB-G
RAM-G scheme in
Makhanapur Gram Pancha-
yat limits, Prakash inspected
the progress and quality of
the work and reviewed work-
ers' attendance and participa-
tion.

He instructed officials to
complete the work within the
stipulated time while adher-
ing strictly to technical stan-
dards and maintaining quali-
ty. The scheme should not
only provide local employ-
ment to rural families but
also contribute to water con-
servation and the creation of
durable community assets,
he said.

According to the depart-

ment, the scheme provides
rural workers with a daily
wage of Rs 382 and up to
125 days of employment in a
year. Officials should work
in coordination to complete
development works within
the prescribed timeframe,
Prakash said. He also inter-
acted with workers and as-
sured them that necessary
steps would be taken to ad-
dress difficulties at
worksites. He urged workers
to attend work regularly and
make full use of the employ-
ment opportunities provided
under the government
scheme.

During his subsequent vis-
it to Kannur Gram Pancha-
yat, Prakash interacted with
villagers and listened to their
grievances and local prob-
lems.

As Kannur is located near
the Maharashtra border, he
said lack of local employ-
ment could force rural resi-
dents to migrate in search of
work. He urged eligible fam-
ilies to make maximum use
of employment opportunities
available locally under the

VB-G RAM-G scheme. Pro-
viding employment within
villages would help reduce
migration and ensure income
opportunities for rural fami-
lies, he said.

Officials were directed to
provide employment accord-
ing to demand and involve a
larger number of workers in
ongoing works.Prakash also
inspected the Government
Primary Health Centre in
Kannur Gram Panchayat lim-
its. He reviewed its function-
ing and basic facilities and
instructed staff to maintain
cleanliness, wear uniforms
while on duty and record at-
tendance regularly.

He directed the concerned
officials to issue medical cer-
tificates to students and
members of the public wher-
ever required and ensure
timely and quality healthcare
services.Taluk Executive Of-
ficer Gurushantappa Bel-
lundagi, PDOs Rajashree
Devur and BabuUmadi, Ru-
ral Drinking Water and San-
itation Department Assistant
Engineer Satish Patil and
other officials were present.

Agniveer recruitment rally from Sep 10, DC directs

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

An Indian Army Agniveer re-
cruitment rally will be held
at the Dr BR Ambedkar Dis-
trict Stadium from Septem-
ber 10 to 23.

Deputy Commissioner Dr
K Anand has directed offi-
cials of various departments
to make comprehensive
preparations in coordination
with the Army authorities to
ensure that the recruitment
rally is conducted in a disci-
plined, transparent and
smooth manner. Chairing a
preparatory meeting with an
official from the Army Re-
cruitment Office, Mangalu-

ru, and district-level offi-
cials at his office, the DC
said the rally would begin at
3 a.m. every day. Physical
tests, medical examinations
and document verification
will be conducted at the sta-
dium, including on the syn-
thetic track and indoor bad-
minton and basketball
courts.

As the bus and railway
stations are located close to
the stadium, necessary trans-
port facilities should be ar-
ranged for the convenience
of candidates, he said. Wa-
terproof tents, chairs, tables,
drinking water and bio-toi-
lets will also be provided at

the venue. The Food and
Civil Supplies Department
has been directed to make
accommodation arrange-
ments for candidates as well
as Army officers and person-
nel involved in the recruit-
ment process.For speedy
document verification, spe-
cial teams comprising offi-
cials from the Revenue,
Sports and Education de-
partments will be deployed
from 8 am to 4 pm. Neces-
sary staff will be stationed at
the venue for on-the-spot
verification.The police de-
partment will make elabo-
rate security arrangements
and install CCTV cameras.

Suitable parking and barri-
cading arrangements will be
made to regulate traffic, par-
ticularly as candidates are
expected to be accompanied
by their parents.The DC also
directed officials to ensure
adequate facilities for elec-
tricity, internet connectivity,
ambulances, fire services
and drinking water.Officials
were instructed to prepare
duty charts, share important
information through a
WhatsApp group and main-
tain continuous coordination
with Army officials through-
out the recruitment process.

Colonel G Somu Mahara-
jan, Director of the Army

Recruitment Office, Manga-
luru, sought the cooperation
of the district administration
for the successful conduct of
the rally.Vijayapura Assis-
tant Commissioner Gu-
runathDadde, District Health
and Family Welfare Officer
Dr Mallanagouda Biradar,
NIC Officer Shivanand
Googawad, Deputy Director
of Food and Civil Supplies
Vinay Kumar Patil, District
Surgeon Dr Shivanand Mas-
tiholi, Tahsildar Prashant
Changond and Assistant Di-
rector of Youth Empower-
ment and Sports Department
Rajashekhar Dhaivadi were
among those present.

Do not pay money for ration
cards, Food Department warns

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

The Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department has
warned the public not to
pay money to online centres
or middlemen for obtaining
new Priority House Hold
(PHH) ration cards or mak-
ing corrections to existing
ration cards. In a statement,
the department said it had
noticed that some middle-
men allegedly operating in
association with Grama
One, Karnataka One and
other online centres in the
rural and urban areas of
Jewargi and Yadrami taluks

were collecting money from
people by promising to ar-
range new ration cards and
make corrections to existing
cards.

The department urged the
public to be cautious and
not pay money to such in-
termediaries. Applicants
should directly contact the
concerned Food Department
Shirastedars, Food Inspec-
tors or other officials for
information and assistance
regarding ration cards.Peo-
ple can lodge complaints
with the department against
those collecting money ille-
gally, the department said.
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August 31 deadline
looms for power |
scheme applicants

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
The August 31 deadline is
the final day for eligible
beneficiaries to secure
electricity connections un-
der the illegal-regular
scheme through the BES-
COM Nagar sub-division.
Those who had earlier
paid Rs. 50 can apply
again by paying a Rs.
10,000 penalty along with
other prescribed charges.
The facility is available
only to people whose
names appear on the
existing beneficiary list.
Applicants should verify
their names, gather re-
quired documents, and
approach the concerned
BESCOM office before the
deadline. Officials urged
eligible beneficiaries to
use this opportunity and
complete the process
promptly.

Youth Associations
beginregistrationacross
Chitradurgadistrict

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
Registration has begun for
Bharat Jodo Youth Associ-
ations to encourage
leadership, fitness, and
social harmony among
young people. A total of
46 associations will be
formed across the district,
covering gram panchayats
and urban local bodies.
Youth aged 16 to 35 can
register through the
BJYS website or mobile
app using Aadhaar.
Registration costs Rs. 10,
and each person can
join only one association.
Each association needs at
least 100 members and
a 15-member committee
representing all
communities. Activities
will include sports, cleanli-
ness drives, environmental
protection, health, culture,
and youth empowerment.
Officials urged eligible
youngsters to register
soon.

Kannada Sena protests Cauvery

boost soil health: Experts

: KOPPAL

KARNATAKA

waterrelease to TamilNadu

schools, jobs for Kannadigas, and filling government vacancies

CH NEW, MANDYA

The district unit of Kannada
Sena staged a protest against
the proposed release of Cauv-
ery river water to Tamil Nadu.

The organisation urged the
State and Central governments
to reconsider the decision, say-
ing several parts of Karnataka
are facing drought and farmers
are struggling to protect their
crops without adequate water.

District president Ravikumar
said releasing water from a
drought-hit Karnataka could
create serious problems for
farmers in Bengaluru, Mysuru
and Mandya.

The organisation demanded
that water release be stopped
immediately. It also urged the
government to complete the
Mahadayi, Kalasa-Banduri and
Mekedatu projects without fur-
ther delay and protect Karnata-
ka’s water interests. The pro-
testors raised several other

demands, including an end to
the alleged neglect of Kanna-
da in the state. They sought a
ban on MES activities in Be-
lagavi, support and financial
assistance for Kannada-medi-
um schools, more jobs for
Kannadigas in banks and im-
mediate filling of vacancies in
government offices. They also
asked the government to en-
sure Kannada receives proper
recognition in ICSE and
CBSE examinations for the
benefit of students.

The group also highlighted
concerns over the HN Valley
water reaching lakes in Chik-
kaballapur district without
adequate third-stage purifica-
tion.

It said polluted water could
harm people, farmers and the
environment if the issue re-
mains unresolved. The organ-
isation urged the government
to complete the purification
process quickly and provide
safer water. Sridhar Kumar N,
Sridhar, Bharath M, Raghav-

Key Demands
m Stop Cauvery water
release to Tamil Nadu

= Implement Mahadayi,
Kalasa-Banduri, Meke-
datu projects immedi-
ately

m Ban MES activities in
Belagavi border district

m Protect Kannada-me-
dium schools through
urgent funding

m Reserve bank jobs and
fill government vacan-
cies

m Implement Kannada in
ICSE, CBSE examina-
tions statewide

endra and other office-bearers !
were present at the protest,
i schemes and fish amino acid
appeal for immediate govern-
¢ shika Samaj president Vir-

which ended with a renewed

ment action.
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Organic farming can

. A training programme on bal-
¢ anced nutrient management
. . ¢ was held in Koppal to help
Protestors demanded Kannada protection, an MES ban, aid for Kannada : il
. reduce chemical fertilizer use
i and increase farm income.

farmers improve soil health,

The programme was organ-

¢ ised jointly by the University
i of Agricultural Sciences,
¢ Raichur, Agricultural Exten-
¢ sion Education Centre, Kop-
i pal, Department of Agricul-
¢ ture and Coromandel Interna-
¢ tional Limited.

Joint Director of Agricul-

i ture Krishnamurthy inaugurat-
i ed the programme and urged
i farmers to reduce dependence
i on chemical fertilizers. He
© said demand for organic farm
i products is increasing and en-
¢ couraged farmers to prepare
© their own organic inputs. Hor-
i ticulture Joint Director Krish-
i na Ukkunda said balanced
! nutrients can improve crop
i quality and advised farmers to
i grow horticultural crops on at
i least half their land.

Fisheries Department Dep-
uty Director Srinivas Kulkarni
explained departmental

production. Koppal Taluk Kri-

upanna Halligudi stressed the
need for regular farmer train-
ing and assured financial sup-
port for such programmes.
Lecturer Malleshappa Bisirot-
ti explained traditional meth-
ods of preparing and using
solid and liquid bio-inputs.
Coromandel representative
Avinash spoke about nano
urea, DAP fertilizers and
drones.

Koppal Agricultural Exten-
sion Education Centre head
Dr. Badari Prasad P.R. said
declining cultivable land
makes soil protection increas-
ingly important. He urged
farmers to adopt organic prac-
tices and participate in month-
ly training programmes. Agri-
cultural scientist Dr. Seshagiri
Gubbi also shared his views.

More than 100 farmers from
Koppal and Vijayanagar dis-
tricts attended the programme.
Devaraja Meti compered the
event. Officials encouraged
farmers to use scientific and
sustainable methods to protect
soil, improve production and
become financially self-reli-
ant. The organisers said con-
tinued training would help
farmers make better decisions
and strengthen sustainable ag-
riculture across the region.

PSI escapes wild

HASSAN

A wild elephant chased a po-
lice jeep during an elephant
capture operation near
Bedi Estate in Kogodu vil-
lage of Beluru taluk on
Thursday.

Arehalli PSI Shobha, who
had reached the spot to pro-
vide security, narrowly es-
caped when the elephant sud-
denly chased the vehicle
while crossing the road.
The animal later moved from
one coffee plantation to an-
other.

The operation to capture
KP Collar 2 is continuing un-
der the guidance of seven
trained elephant handlers.
Seven elephants, including

Mahendra, Ajjayya, Prasha |
nth, Dhananjaya, Eklavya,
Eshwar and Lakshman, are
involved in the effort. More
than 300 personnel have been
deployed, while the elephant
i lay in paying a contractor for

ETF personnel are search-
ing for the elephant’s loca- !
tion, using drones to track its !
: ditional District Sessions Court
Officials are also trying to :
¢ unpaid dues, which had in-
to settle down before con- :

continues to evade the team.

movements.
give the animal enough time

tinuing the capture attempt.

tion and guide officials. The
incident highlighted the risks

such operations.

CHNEWS

A court-ordered seizure at the
Gadag District Administration
Building on Thursday has
drawn attention to years of de-

completed government works.
Electronic office equipment
was seized after the Gadag Ad-

directed officials to recover

creased greatly because of ac-

: cumulated interest.

Hassan Deputy Commis-
sioner Lathakumari reached
the site to monitor the opera-
¢ under an urban development
i project in Lakshmeshwar, Mul-
faced by personnel during :

The dispute goes back to
2012-13, when several devel-
opment works were completed

gund and Shirahatti towns.
Contractor S.S. Police Patil

reportedly completed the as-
signed work within the re-
quired period. However, the
district administration

view of the prolonged
non-payment and ordered ac-
tion to recover the dues. The

order also allowed sei-

did not release the Courtstaff zure of property and
B yeass, Repeated 0126035 0 o
visits to government office items, ministration.
offices failed to including 19 During the sei-
settle the issue, monitors, 15 CPUs zure operation,
leaving the con- and a Xerox court staff
el b0 machine,while  Ieiched he
proach the court officials, the district ., building in
for relief. magistrate and the presence of
With the case contractor’s officials. Gadag
pendmg, the unpald |awyer were District Mang-
principal continued present trate C.N. Sridhar

to attract interest. The

amount that was origi-
nally Rs 18 lakh has now risen
to about Rs 60 lakh, according
to the details presented in the
case. The court took a serious

was reportedly pres-
ent as the process
was carried out. A total of 35
office items were seized, in-
cluding 19 computer moni-
tors, 15 CPUs and a Xerox

Court seizes Gadag office equipment over dues
elephant attack near Belu

MALINGARAYA PUJAR

machine. Contractor’s lawyer
S.S. Gattirdihal was also pres-
ent with the relevant docu-
ments and a copy of the court
order. The incident has raised
questions about delays in
clearing legitimate govern-
ment bills and the cost such
delays can create for public
funds. It also sends a clear
message that unpaid dues can
grow into a much larger bur-
den when official action is
delayed.

For contractors, the episode
underlines the importance of
timely payments, while for
officials, it shows that ignor-
ing pending bills can eventu-
ally increase the financial bur-
den on the government and
create avoidable legal trouble
and public embarrassment for
the administration as well.

Dr. Krishna warns officials

Ramanagara to get sweet
Independence Day celebration

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

Ramanagara MLA H.A. Igbal
Hussain will distribute four
lakh laddus to school and col-
lege students, teachers, govern-
ment staff and people attending
Independence Day celebrations
across the district on August
15.

The annual distribution has
continued for 15 years, with
Hussain saying it is meant to
add joy to the national festival.

At a programme held at S.S.
Convention Hall, education
department officials and Dis-
trict Government Employees
Association president K. Satish
received boxes of laddus. Hus-
sain directed that sweets be
given to students of govern-
ment and private institutions,
Anganwadi centres, madrasas
and government offices across
the district.

Speaking to reporters, Hus-
sain said Independence Day
represents the sacrifices of na-

-

tional leaders and soldiers and
should promote patriotism,
peace, harmony and brother-
hood. He said the sweets were
being distributed without dis-
tinction of caste, religion or
social status, especially to en-
courage young people to take
greater interest in national cel-
ebrations and respect the coun-
try’s values.

Hussain said he began dis-
tributing laddus in 2011, when
he was a Zilla Panchayat mem-
ber. After becoming Zilla Pan-
chayat president in 2014, he
expanded the programme
throughout the district. This
year, about 3,38,247 students,

able for public participants.

ister D.K. Shivakumar and ; . . . .
teaders, Development profects . Kyppa] golden jubilee event to spotlight cultural icons
cooperation. The laddu distribu- :
tion, he added, will make In :
dependence Day memorable
while strengthening patriotic :
i ucational and Cultural Charita-
i ble Trust, Koppal, will hold its

leaders. Development projects

feelings among children locally.

_EMPLOYMENT ACCESS DRIVE

Job Card Melas to begin in state from Aug 15

CH NEWS, SHIRAHATTI

Job Card Melas and awareness
campaigns will be held at
Gram Panchayat level across
Karnataka from August 15 to
help rural families access em-
ployment opportunities, Shira-
hatti Taluk Panchayat Execu-
tive Officer Ramanna Dodda-
mani said.

He said the campaign aims
to provide job cards to eligible
families, including Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, mi-
norities, persons with disabili-
ties, women-headed house-
holds, landless labourers and
other rural job seekers. The
programme is expected to cre-
ate more employment opportu-
nities and increase the number

of workdays generated in vil-
lages.Officials have been direct-
ed to verify details of existing
job card holders, accept em-
ployment demands, issue new
cards, renew old cards and com-
plete e-KYC procedures. Gram
Panchayats will provide ac-
knowledgements to families
applying for work according to
rules. Residents have been
asked to approach their local
Gram Panchayat with the re-
quired documents to receive
benefits.

To increase public awareness,
officials will conduct door-to-
door campaigns, village meet-
ings and publicity through post-
ers and banners. The adminis-
tration will also use digital sys-
tems to record worker atten-

services without delay.

Doddamani said preparations :
swilonm Sewing training helps women become financially independent’

Panchayats in Shirahatti taluk ! g g p y p
for the campaign. He said the
main objective was to bring
employment opportunities
closer to rural households and
i unemployed women become
pate. He urged villagers to con-
tact their Gram Panchayats for | sha Harish Gowda, wife of
information about job cards,
e-KYC and employment appli-
cations. He also sought public
cooperation to ensure the |
scheme benefits rural workers
¢ urged women to learn useful

were underway across all Gram

encourage people to partici-

effectively.

over food security failures

. DEVANAHALLI

i Karnataka State Food Com-
i mission Chairman Dr. H.
i Krishna warned officials that
i any lapse in providing food to
. i children, women, vulnerable
¢ people and elderly citizens
i through the public distribution
i system would invite action.
teachers, lecturers and staff |
from 1,351 Anganwadi cen-
tres, 1,574 schools, 88 pre-uni-
versity colleges and 86 other
colleges, including ITIs, are
covered across Karnataka. Ad-
ditional laddus will be avail- :
i basic right and government
He said he is working to de- :
velop Ramanagara constituency
with the support of Chief Min-

Speaking at a progress re-
view meeting held at the Dis-
trict Collector’s Court Hall in
the Bengaluru Rural district
administration building, Krish-
na said the National Food Se-
curity Act, 2013, makes food a

duty for poor and needy citi-
zens.

During inspections of gov-
ernment schools, colleges and
hostels, he directed officials to
address shortages of drinking
water, hot water, toilets, doors,
mosquito nets, libraries, qual-
ity food and cleanliness. He
also stressed that hostel and
institutional kitchens must
have regular blood tests for
cooks and food servers.

The chairman said fair-price
shops must keep food stocks
safely and maintain clean
warehouses. Shopkeepers
were told to treat customers
respectfully. Officials at farm-
er contact centres must main-
tain proper fertilizer and med-
icine stocks, while pensions

should reach elderly beneficia-
ries on time. He urged depart-
ments to work transparently
and responsibly within the law.

From August 11 to 13, the
chairman and commission
members visited government
hospitals, schools, colleges,
hostels and fair-price shops
across four taluks to inspect
food safety and cleanliness.
District Collector Dr. K.N. An-
uradha, CAO Dr. Vasanthi
Amar, commission members
Lingaraj Kote, Sumanth
Rao, Maruti M. Doddalingan-
navar and taluk officials at-
tended meeting. Krishna said
inspections should improve
services.

KOPPAL

Viswa Dhuntha Basavanna Ed-

i inauguration and golden jubilee
i celebration on Sunday, the 16th,
i at 10.30 am at the Government
i Employees’ Hall. The pro-
¢ gramme will also honour senior
¢ journalist, thinker, film director
dance, work progress and relat-
ed documents. Staff members
and field workers have been
asked to coordinate closely to
ensure eligible families receive :

and theatre artist Ramesh Suve-
ra for his contributions across
several fields.

Organising committee
chairman Dr. Mahantesh

Nelagani and general secre-
tary Dr. Shivabasappa Maski
announced the programme at
a press conference held by the
District Working Journalists’
Association on Thursday.
They said the event would
bring together prominent per-
sonalities from literature,
journalism, culture, education
and public life to mark the oc-
casion.

Sri Shivashantha Veera Ma-
haswamy of Bisaralli Sri
Gavisiddeshwara branch will
grace the function, while for-

mer minister Shashikant Ak-
kappa Nayak will inaugurate
it. Litterateur Dr. Mahantesh
Mallanagoudar will preside.
Former vice-chancellor Dr.
Mallika Ghanti and thinker
Dr. Vitthal Rao Gaikwad will
speak during the felicitation.
Other guests include
Mahantesh Patil Mainahalli,
Dr. K.M. Syed, Venkatesh
Barker, Dr. Devendrappa Ba-
lutigi and Sharanappa Hatty.
Journalist Manjunath Gonda-
ba will deliver the introducto-
ry speech.

Devanahalli plans
patriotic rally for
Independence Day

DEVANAHALLI

A pre-Independence Day
meeting was held at the
Devanahalli BJP office,
where leaders urged people
to celebrate August 15 with
strong patriotic spirit.

Taluk BJP General Secre-
tary Anil Kumar said patrio-
tism should start at home
and every Indian family
should hoist the national
flag. He said young people
could also display the flag
on their bikes and join a ral-
ly through the town. Kumar
added that such activities
would encourage national
pride and make Indepen-
dence Day more meaning-
ful. He called on BJP office
bearers and party supporters
to take part in the celebra-
tions and asked all rally par-
ticipants to wear helmets for
safety. The rally will begin
from the party office at noon
on August 15 and pass
through the town’s main
roads with slogans of
“Bharat Mata Ki Jai.” Dis-
trict and taluk leaders, Mah-
ila Morcha, Yuva Morcha
members, and office bearers
from various wings attended
the meeting. Organisers said
participation would make
the celebration meaningful
and strengthen unity and na-
tional pride.

HUNSUR

Tailoring training can help
financially independent, Var-

MLA Harish Gowda, said.
She was speaking at a free
tailoring training programme
organised by JSS in nearby
Karnakuppe village. She

skills instead of spending
their time watching televi-
sion or chatting.

She said women could
build self-employment
through tailoring, handi-
crafts, embroidery, blowtorch
work, candle making, house-
hold products and architec-
tural design. She also encour-
aged dairy farming, bag mak-
ing and cottage industries. A

woman’s firm decision, she
said, can strengthen family
finances, support children’s
education and create a more
secure future.

She noted that rural wom-
en often face difficulties be-
cause livelihoods depend on
rainfall.

Skill-based training, she
said, can open new earning
opportunities and help fami-

lies cope with uncertain in-
comes.

She appealed to women to
use training programmes se-
riously and become confident
earners. JDS leaders Harave
Sridhar, K.M. Rajanna,
Madevappa, Ashok, trainer
Kavitha, Chaitra and Pankaja
attended the programme and
were also present at the pro-
gramme.




CITY®HILIGHTS

KALABURIGI

Man killed
during disputein
Jiragyal village

CHNEWS, BIDAR
A 46-year-old man was al-
legedly beaten to deathin
Jiragyal village of Bhalki ta-
luk on Thursday afternoon.
The deceased was identi-
fied as Rajkumar Sinde, a
resident of the village. Po-
lice identified Pradeep Lade,
also from Jiragyal, as the ac-
cused. According to police,
the two men had been ar-
guing over alcohol for the
past three or four days. On
Thursday, Pradeep allegedly
confronted Rajkumar and
questioned him about mar-
rying his wife before assault
ing him. Police from Mehkar
station visited the scene af-
ter receiving information,
conducted an initial investi-
gation, and registered a
case. Further investigation is
underway.

Holalkere begins stray
dog sterilisation
vaccination drive

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
A campaign has begunin
Holalkere Municipality to
control the growing stray

dog population through
sterilisation and anti-rabies
vaccination. The drive fol-
lows Supreme Court direc-
tions and targets stray dogs
near schools, colleges and
government offices. Cap-
tured dogs are being steri-
lised and vaccinated agai
nst rabies before being re-
leased. The programme is
jointly carried out by the Ho-
lalkere Municipality and Vet
erinary Officer. It began on
Aug 2 and aims to reduce
the stray dog population
and rabies risks while im-
proving safety for residen ts
across the municipality. Of-
ficials urged public coopera-
tion during the campaign.

Direct interview for
collectionrecovery
jobsin Gadag

CHNEWS, GADAG
The District Employment
Exchange Office will hold a
direct interview on August
18 at 10 a.m. for Collection
Recovery Officer posts at
Bharat Financial Incorpora-
tion Limited. The interview
will be held at Shivananda
Nagar, 7th Cross Road, Kal-
asapur Road, Nagar. Candi-
dates aged 18 to 30 with
SSLC, PUC, or degree quali-
fications can apply. Vacan-
cies are available in Gadag,
Laksheshwar, Mundargi,
Naragund, and Ron. Appli-
cants must bring copies of
educational marks cards,
two resumes, Aadhaar, and
PAN cards.

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Members of the Banjara
(Lambani) community staged
a protest in Kalaburagi on
Thursday against the Karnata-
ka government’s decision to
introduce internal reservation
among Scheduled Castes
(SCs).

Hundreds gathered at Ban-
jara Bhavan and marched to
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office under the Karnataka
Pradesh Banjara Lambani
Seva Sangha banner.

The protesters raised slo-
gans against the policy and
carried placards seeking with-
drawal of the roster-point sys-
tem. Traditional drums were
played and flags carrying “Jai
Sevalal” were waved during
the procession. The protesters
also criticised political leaders
for remaining silent on the is-
sue and questioned the gov-
ernment’s approach to inter-
nal reservation.

The group later staged a sit-
in outside the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office for about
an hour, affecting traffic be-
tween Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel Circle and Jagat Circle.
Addressing the gathering,
Judo Banjara Foundation
president and former judge
Subhashchandra Rathod said
the community had submitted
four major demands to the

KARNATAKA

' Banjara community protests
‘internal SCreservationplan

Rathod urged the government to continue earlier reservation-based recruitment
until pending court cases challenging internal reservation were finally decided

Kalaburagi protest seeks old
reservation for recruitment

A massive protest was held in Kalaburagi on Thursday
demanding continuation of the previous reservation
system for government recruitment until the court gives
its final verdict in the reservation classification case.
The march was organized by Karnataka Pradesh Lam-
bani Seva Sangh and other Banjara organizations and
began at Banjara Bhavan before reaching the District
Collector’s office through Lahoti petrol pump. Protest-
ers said changing recruitment rules during the case
could confuse job seekers. They urged the government
to retain the reservation system until the final verdict
and protect candidates from injustice.

government.

Rathod said several court
cases challenging internal res-
ervation were pending and
urged the government to con-
tinue recruitment under the
earlier reservation system un-
til the cases were decided.

Protesters also opposed the
proposed division of SC com-
munities and demanded
changes to the percentage al-
location among Groups A, B
and C. They sought specific
protection for communities
they said remained inade-

Major Demands

= Protect eligible voters
undergoing rehabilitation
treatment

m Include rehabilitation
centres in voter verifi-
cation

m Send election teams
directly to centres

m Prevent unnecessary
deletion of eligible voter
names

= Permit alternative
verification for missing
documents

m |ssue statewide special
circular immediately

quately represented.

The protesters further de-
manded withdrawal of re- |
cruitment notifications and |
circulars issued under the new
arrangement until their con-
cerns were resolved. They
submitted a memorandum ad- :
dressed to the Chief Minister
at the Deputy Commission-
er’s office, seeking a review
i bribe to settle a Non-Cogniza-
ed roster-point decisions. ;
Community leaders and mem-
bers participated in the
demonstration and urged the |
government to consider their :
¢ conducted a raid at a hotel on

of the classification and relat-

demands.
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- MLA Mane orders faster action
on pending land records

CH NEWS, HANAGAL

MLA Srinivas Mane directed
ofﬁcials to complete the sur-
¢ vey of newly identified reve-
nue villages within the given

i deadline and submit a report to
. the Tahsildar.

He issued the instructions

. during a meeting with the
i Tahsildar and Assistant Direc-
¢ tor of Land Records at the
¢ tourist temple in Hanagal.

Mane said records of some

i revenue villages were pending
i before the court and asked of-
¢ ficials to submit compliance
i reports without delay. He also
i directed them to ensure justice
¢ for eligible beneficiaries who
¢ have lived in the same loca-
¢ tions for 30 to 40 years. Pend-
¢ ing lake measurement cases in
i the Land Records office
¢ should be settled within the
i prescribed time, he said.

The MLA instructed offi-

© cials to give priority to pend-
¢ ing cemetery boundary cases.
i He also reviewed survey work

concerning some villages un-
der Deemed Forest FPLA. Of-
ficials were told to complete
the surveys, conduct joint
meetings and prepare clear re-
ports about forest areas that
may have been wrongly re-
corded. Mane stressed the
need for proper coordination
to avoid further delays in
land-related matters.

He also asked officials to
create public awareness about
objections being accepted un-
der the SIR process until Au-
gust 18. Special attention
should be given to ensure eli-
gible voters are not left out, he
said. Mane further directed
officials to clear pending files
related to revenue sub-villages
and distribute title deeds to el-
igible beneficiaries soon.
Tahsildar Vitthal Chougala and
Assistant Director of Land Re-
cords Nagaraj Chakrasali at-
tended the meeting. The direc-
tions aimed to speed up ad-
ministrative work and provide
timely relief to residents.

PSI caught taking bribe
during Lokayukta trap

HASSAN

Halebidu Police Station
Sub-Inspector Manjunath was
caught by Lokayukta officials
while allegedly accepting a

ble Report case. The officer
had reportedly demanded Rs.
1 lakh from Naveen and re-
ceived Rs. 20,000 as an ad-
vance. Lokayukta officials

Thursday, where Manjunath
was allegedly accepting the
money. He was detained
along with the cash following
the operation.

The action has drawn atten-
tion to alleged corruption in
police work and highlights the
role of anti-corruption offi-
cials in checking such de-
mands. Further investigation
is expected to clarify the case
and establish facts.

Students urged to prepare
for global competition

CH NEWS, NAREGAL

Students at the Government
First Grade College, Naregal,
were urged to learn artificial
intelligence and machine
learning beyond their regular
curriculum.

Professor Dr. Arunkumar
said these skills are increas-
ingly important in today’s
digital world and competitive
job market for students ev-
erywhere.

He was speaking as the re-
source person at a one-day
workshop on “Exploration of
Machine Learning Algo-
rithms,” organised by IQAC
and Computer Science De-
partment on Thursday.

He explained basic princi-
ples of machine learning, in-
cluding supervised and unsu-
pervised methods, data anal-
ysis, and the role of algo-
rithms in life. He described
how ML is changing health-
care, agriculture, finance and
robotics.

College principal Dr. Kas-

turevva Dalwai said technol-
ogy has repeatedly trans- |
formed society and continues
to shape human life. She de-
scribed Al and ML as power-
ful developments that should :
be used responsibly to build :
a better future. IQAC Conve-
ner Jayashree Muthagara said
these technologies are ex- |
tending the computer revolu-
tion. She urged students to
¢ under the Chief Minister’s In-
i frastructure Development

focus on positive uses while
understanding risks.

Computer Science HOD
Sasikala V. S. said the col- :
lege regularly conducts qual-
ity programmes to prepare :
i pare a detailed plan for the
competition. She encouraged
them to make proper use of :
¢ and orphan vehicle removal
{ campaigns across all ten
Shivappa Kurabara, and
teaching and non-teaching
staff attended the programme
along with students. The
workshop gave learners an
introduction to technology
and highlighted the need for
¢ other problems, and complete

students for global technical

such opportunities.
Professors S. S. Soodi,

continuous learning.

Commissioner Rajendra inspects
roads, dramage and sports facilities

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru West Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Dr. Rajendra K.V. reviewed
development works and civic
campaigns in Basavanagudi
Division on Thursday.

At a meeting with officials,
he sought updates on projects

Plan and Capital Support for
Special Infrastructure Proj-
ects.

He directed officials to pre-

footpath encroachment clear-
ance, Freedom from Waste

wards of the Vidyapeeth and
Dodda Ganapati sub-divi-
sions. He said teams should
inspect arterial, sub-arterial
and ward roads daily, identify
encroachments, debris, pot-
holes, abandoned vehicles and

m Civic campaigns will
cover all 10 wards.

m Three campaigns target
encroachments, waste
and vehicles.

m Officials will conduct daily
road inspections.

corrective work quickly.

The Commissioner stressed
that removing encroachments
alone was not enough and in-
structed officials to prevent
them from returning. He also

m Pothole repairs and white-top-

ping works will continue.

m CMIDP and CSSIP projects

will be monitored.

m Sports complex

maintenance and pending
works will improve.

sought reports on drainage
works, pothole repairs using
Ecomix cold mix and white
topping. CMIDP and CSSIP
projects should be implement-
ed properly and completed

according to plans, he said.

Later, Dr. Rajendra inspect-
ed the Rajiv Gandhi Sports
Complex and reviewed facil-
ities for athletes. He directed
contractors to complete pend-
ing loudspeaker work in the
indoor auditorium and ensure
regular maintenance. He also
visited badminton, tennis and
kabaddi facilities, heard con-
cerns from players and prom-
ised suitable action to im-
prove arrangements.

The Commissioner appreci-
ated the participation of girls
in kabaddi training and con-
gratulated coaches for their
efforts. He instructed officials
to provide additional facilities
where required. During his
visit to the cricket stadium, he
encouraged players by taking
a turn at batting. Executive
Engineer Dharanendra Ku-
mar, an Assistant Executive
Engineer and an Assistant En-
gineer were present during the
inspections and meeting.

BHATKAL

Murudeshwar police have ar-
rested five people in connec-
tion with a knife attack that
injured three persons, includ-
ing two police personnel.
The arrested are Raju Mad-
hav Naik alias Kaddi Raju,
Hrithik Madhav Naik, Madan
Naik, Yogesh Naik and Dar-
shan Naik, all residents of
Murudeshwar. They were
produced before a court and
sent to judicial custody at
Karwar Jail.

The incident occurred
during the night of August 8
and 9 on the service road of
National Highway 66 near
Murudeshwar Naka. Police
said the accused attacked
Manoj Naik with a knife. Pa-
trol officers Vinayak Shetty
and Sangappa Harijan
reached the spot after receiv-
ing information about the
disturbance and tried to inter-
vene. The two policemen
were also attacked.

All three injured persons
received initial treatment at

Murudeshwar. The injured
police personnel were later
shifted to a hospital in Udupi
for further treatment. They
completed their treatment
and were discharged, police
said.

Murudeshwar police had
registered a case against the
five accused and others fol-
lowing the incident.

Two special teams were
formed to trace the accused.
Three were arrested on Sun-
day, one on Tuesday and the
fifth on Wednesday, complet-

GANESH CELEBRATIONS

ing the arrests in the case. !
Police have booked the ac-
¢ The Food, Civil Supplies and
including obstructing a pub-
i has directed beneficiaries receiv-
personnel and attempt to :
i Food Security Act to complete
¢ Aadhaar seeding and e-KYC by
PSI Hanumantha Biradar are
¢ warned that failure to complete
i the process could create difficul-
. ties in receiving ration.

cused under various sections,
lic servant, assaulting police

murder.
PSI Loknath Rathod and

investigating under the guid-
ance of Bhatkal DySP Girish
and Circle Inspector Jagadish

Hanchinala. The investiga- :
tion is continuing to establish |
i pleted five years after e-KYC
¢ verification, covering 6,62,195

the full circumstances sur-
rounding the attack.

MANGALURU

Consumer Affairs Department

ing ration under the National

September 30. The department

In Dakshina Kannada,
2,16,436 ration cards have com-

Ganesh Utsav in Belagavi set to inspire nation: DC

BELAGAVI

Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Roshan on Thursday
urged residents, Ganesh man-
dals and officials to celebrate
Ganesh Utsav as a model of
harmony, peace and discipline
across the country.

At a preparatory meeting at
Kumar Gandharva Bhavan, he
said public cooperation would
help make the festival grand
and orderly.

He asked mandals to install
CCTV cameras at pandals and
follow rules on idol height,
electrical decorations and

structures. Music systems must
stay within sound limits and
DJs are banned. He also warned
against obscene songs and loud-
speaker use after 10 p.m., urg-
ing organisers to prevent un-

toward incidents.

The district administration
said preparations would be
completed before Ganesh
Chaturthi. Roshan said L&T
had been directed to repair pot-

holes on roads and finish pend-
ing works. He said he would
inspect sites with the police
commissioner and commission-
er to ensure compliance.
Police Commissioner Bhu-
shan Borase said Belagavi
could see its population rise to
nearly 14 lakh during the festi-
val. With only about 1,540 po-
lice personnel, including traffic
staff, he sought cooperation
from mandals. Regular patrols
and stationary teams will be de-
ployed at sensitive locations.
Belagavi City Corporation offi-
cials said priority would be giv-
en to road repairs, pothole fill-

ing and cleaning public spaces !
and water bodies. Financial as- !
sistance will be provided to Ga- |
nesh mandals for electricity :
¢ of 12 Gram Panchayats in
i various taluks end during Au-
technicians and diving experts :
will be deployed near designat-
ed points. Ganapati Utsav Ma-
hamandal representatives of- :
fered suggestions and submit-
ted petitions. Mayor Preeti :
Kambkar, Deputy Mayor Hanu- :
mant Kon gali and other offi- :
cials attended. The meeting :
stressed coordination, safety :
and civic readiness for the 11-
¢ been assigned to Panchayats

bills and other festival needs.
During idol immersion, cranes,

day festival.

beneficiaries who are yet to
complete the process. All fair
price shops have been instructed
to carry out e-K'YC compulsori-
ly and help beneficiaries finish
the verification within the dead-
line. Taluk-wise, Bantwal has
45,480 cards and 1,41,923 ben-
eficiaries, while Belthangady
has 37,532 cards and 1,11,798
beneficiaries. Kadaba has
15,074 cards and 43,040 bene-
ficiaries, while Mangaluru has
38,364 cards and 1,16,437 ben-
eficiaries. Moodbidri has 11,365
cards and 33,252 beneficiaries.

Officials appointed to oversee

Five arrested after policemen attacked during patrol Ration holders asked to finish e-KYC soon

Mulki has 8,055 cards and
23,617 beneficiaries. Puttur has
22,116 cards and 69,304 benefi-
ciaries. Sullia has 14,247 cards
and 41,630 beneficiaries. Ullal
has 24,203 cards and 81,194
beneficiaries.

Officials urged beneficiaries
to visit their fair price shops and
complete the required Aad-
haar-based verification without
delay. The department said shop
operators should ensure that eli-
gible beneficiaries are informed
about the deadline and assisted
during the process.

12 Gram Panchayats

HAVERI

As terms of elected members

gust and September 2026,
District Collector and District
Election Officer Dr. Vijaya-
mahantesh Danamma has ap-
pointed administrative offi-
cers under existing rules.
The appointments will re-
main in force until elections
for presidents and vice presi-
dents for the 2026-31 term are
completed. Officers have

in Byadgi, Ranebennur, Shig-
gaon and Hanagal taluks. In
Byadgi, Assistant Engineer
Suresh Bedara will oversee
Tadasa and Kaginele Gram
Panchayats.

Ranebennur Deputy Agri-
culture Director Kariyallappa
Korachara will handle Mala-
nayakanahalli and Tummi-
nakatti. KRIDL Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineer Santosh will
oversee Antaravalli and Kup-
pelur. Sericulture Extension
Officer Sarmada has been
assigned Sunakallabidari and
Joisaraharalli.
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BEHIND THE FIVE-STAR:
DEPARTMENT RAID
RAISES QUESTIONS

ive-star hospitality is built on trust. Guests pay a premium
F not merely for luxury and presentation, but for an assurance

that the food served meets the highest standards of fresh-
ness, hygiene and safety. Recent scrutiny of procurement and
storage practices in the hospitality sector, however, raises serious
questions about whether commercial pressures are sometimes
undermining those standards.

Hotel procurement normally follows a structured system: re-
quirement identification, vendor approval, product sampling,
quotations, price negotiation, rate contracts, purchase orders,
delivery inspection, invoicing and payment. The Purchase or
Materials Department generally handles commercial negotia-
tions, while the Executive Chef and Food & Beverage team are
expected to determine specifications and verify quality.

The weakness can emerge after the contract is awarded. Ho-
tels often negotiate aggressively to obtain prices substantially
below prevailing market rates. While competitive pricing is
legitimate, unrealistic rates may create pressure on suppliers to
protect their margins by compromising on grade, freshness,
storage or consistency. A sample approved during vendor selec-
tion may be excellent, but what ultimately matters is whether
every subsequent delivery maintains that same standard.

If inferior, ageing or improperly stored products enter hotel
kitchens, culinary skill, seasoning and presentation must never
become tools for concealing deficiencies. Equally serious are
allegations of collusion or personal commissions involving ven-
dors and hotel personnel. Such claims should not be treated as
established facts without evidence, but they warrant investiga-
tion wherever credible irregularities arise.

Recent enforcement action by health authorities should there-
fore serve as a warning to the entire hospitality industry. Pro-
curement cannot end with negotiating the lowest price. Hotels
must conduct continuous vendor audits, random quality checks,
proper cold-chain verification and strict receiving inspections.

In five-star hospitality, reputation begins long before food
reaches the dining table.

THE CHAI NEVER
GOES COLD

SHARON FAUSTINA J.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

need, and most of it always comes with a smell I can

never forget. There is something profoundly grounding
about the way the steam rises from a freshly brewed earthen
cup, carrying with it the robust notes of crushed cardamom,
fresh ginger, and warm cinnamon. It is a sensory awakening
that instantly anchors me to the present moment, turning an
ordinary morning into a quiet, meditative ritual.

I need it in the morning, I need it at night, I need it every time
I don’t feel light. Chai comes to me and I will “Never Say Nev-
er”. When the heavy shadows of exhaustion creep in or when
the weight of the day threatens to pull me under, this golden
elixir acts as a steady hand on my shoulder. It clears the fog of
fatigue, whispering promises of warmth and renewed energy
when I need it the most.

All the forms of drugs in the world lost on the battle field
with the Goliath called drugs and my small cup of Chai called
David. Chai is a blessing, came to me as “An Angel in Dis-
guise”. While the world often seeks fleeting, destructive escapes
through artificial highs, my sanctuary is found in a simple, hon-
est brew. It calms the restless storms within my mind without
ever asking for anything in return, proving to be a gentle savior
in a chaotic world.

Every time I see my beautiful Mother gets me my flavoured
Chai with her Tea, my heart blooms like the way “Daffodils”
were described by William Wordsworth. Those quiet moments
shared across the kitchen counter transcend the simple act of
drinking tea; they are wrapped in generations of care, unspoken
affection, and the timeless comfort of home. Her presence,
paired with the familiar aroma of the brew, fills the room with
a golden light that chases away every shadow.

Chai Chai! Never let me down, let me embrace you like the
sun going down. As the day surrenders to the twilight, wrapping
the sky in hues of amber and deep violet, my hands wrap tight-
ly around the warm mug. It is a comforting closure to the hours
gone by, a quiet promise that no matter how unpredictable the
world might be, this steadfast comfort will always be waiting
for me at the end of the road.

Chai! Chai! Our love story never ends, let me love you, like
Rose loved Jack with an never ending beginning. This profound
connection is not merely a habit; it is a romance written in
steam and spice. It is an infinite loop of comfort and devotion
that defies the passage of time, growing deeper and richer with
every single sip we share together.

Dear Chai, let me love you, like the day we first met, you
never disappoint me, like I am Father’s pet. That very first taste
years ago felt like coming home, and that feeling has never
wavered. Through every triumph and every quiet disappoint-
ment, my cup of chai has remained a constant, loving presence,
offering unyielding sweetness and unconditional solace.

Chai! Chai! Let me love you, never let me down, like Charles
did to Diana, then you will always be remembered like the
Queen of My Heart! Unlike the fickle promises of the world
that often fade or break under pressure, this brew remains
fiercely loyal, standing tall as the undisputed

Chai is the new addiction now, it has all the flavours I ever

EDITORIAL

FRIDAY » AUGUST 14, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

E

WHAT ARE YOU BEING SERVED, WHAT LIES BEHIND THE PERFECT MEAL?

ture. A modest establishment can

maintain excellent standards,
just as an impressive-looking estab-
lishment can have serious shortcom-
ings behind the scenes. The price of a
meal, the décor of a restaurant, the
reputation of a chef or the number of
followers on social media cannot
guarantee that the food is safe. When
we eat outside our homes, we place
our trust in the people behind the
meal. We trust that the food has been
handled properly. We trust that ingre-
dients have been stored at appropriate
temperatures. We trust that employees
understand basic hygiene. We trust
that the kitchen is being maintained
properly.

In most cases, we have no way of
verifying these things ourselves. That
makes the responsibility of the food
business even greater. At a time when
food-safety and hygiene concerns are
receiving increasing public attention,
scrutiny of food establishments is
rightly becoming stronger. The Food
Safety and Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI) and other relevant author-
ities have an important role in ensur-
ing that food businesses comply with
the standards expected of them. But
regulation cannot carry the entire re-
sponsibility. It begins with the people
who own and operate the establish-
ment. Hygiene cannot be something
that matters only when an inspection
is expected. It has to be part of the ev-
eryday culture of the business. That
culture is built on fundamentals: prop-
er hand hygiene, suitable protective
clothing, appropriate food handling,
clean preparation areas and responsi-
ble storage. Even something as simple

l ?ood safety is not a premium fea-

PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

“Because when we
sit down to eat,

we are not simply
paying for what is
on the plate. We are
trusting the people
behind it. The
customer may only
see the plate. The
responsibility lies
behind it”.

as wearing gloves requires the right under-
standing. Gloves may be useful for certain
food-handling tasks, but they are not a sub-
stitute for hand washing. Across India,
fires at restaurants, hotels and other com-
mercial premises have repeatedly shown
how quickly an ordinary day can become
a life-threatening emergency. When a fire
breaks out, the quality of the food and the
beauty of the dining room are irrelevant.
What matters is whether the establishment
was prepared. Are fire extinguishers avail-
able, accessible and maintained? Are emer-
gency exits clearly marked and unobstruct-
ed? Are electrical systems properly main-
tained? Are LPG cylinders, gas lines and
cooking equipment handled safely? Are
exhaust systems and grease-prone areas
cleaned? Are required
alarms and other fire-safe-
ty systems functioning?
Do employees know what
to do if an emergency oc-
curs? Can customers leave
the premises quickly?
These are not questions
that should arise only after ¥
an incident. Fire safety
cannot be treated as paper-
work completed for a licence or certificate
and then forgotten. It has to be part of the
operation. A restaurant may have beautiful
interiors and a sophisticated menu, but
those things mean very little if basic safety
systems have been neglected. The same
standard should apply whether the estab-
lishment is a small local eatery or a large
hotel. Safety should not depend on the size
of the bill.

Modern technology can help food busi-
nesses manage some of these responsibili-
ties more effectively. Digital systems can
record stock movements, expiry dates,
storage requirements and temperature read-

ings. Alerts can help staff identify products
that require attention. Digital checklists can
support cleaning schedules, equipment main-
tenance and routine safety inspections. Tech-
nology can also help owners and managers
understand whether procedures are actually
being followed. But technology is not a sub-
stitute for responsibility. An app cannot wash
someone’s hands. A camera cannot clean a
preparation surface. A digital checklist cannot
train an employee. A monitoring system can-
not replace a functioning fire-safety system.
Technology is useful when people use it to
strengthen good practices not when they use
it to create the appearance of compliance. If
a business is capable of closely monitoring
sales, inventory, finances, customer reviews
and deliveries, the kitchen and its safety sys-
tems deserve the same level of
attention. This brings us to en-
forcement.

A business that serves food is
responsible not only for the qual-
ity of the meal but also for the
conditions in which that meal is
prepared and served. Perhaps
there is one simple test every
food establishment should apply
to itself: If the customer could
see everything that happens behind the kitchen
door, would the business be proud of what
they saw? Not just the plating. Not just the
service. Not just the dining room. Everything.
The food industry should continue to celebrate
beautiful presentation, innovative menus and
memorable dining experiences. There is noth-
ing wrong with making food beautiful. But
presentation should never become a curtain
hiding poor practices behind the scenes. The
perfect meal does not begin with the final gar-
nish. It begins with clean hands, safe handling,
responsible storage, well-maintained equip-
ment, trained employees, proper supervision
and a safe environment.

BEYOND THE MARKSHEET: HOW RESILIENCE SHAPES REAL SUCCESS

pictured as a straight line a

neat progression of test scores,
achievements, and honors. But
the actual student experience rare-
ly follows a straight path. It’s full
of setbacks, wrong turns, sec-
ond-guessing, and unexpected
obstacles. What separates stu-
dents who thrive from those who
don’t isn’t whether they hit these
bumps everyone does. It’s how
they respond. That capacity to re-
spond well has a name: resilience.

Talk to any teacher with a few
years of experience, and they’ll
tell you the same thing: the stu-
dents who go on to do remarkable
things are rarely the ones who
never struggled. They’re the ones
who struggled and stayed in the
game anyway.

In education, success is often

juggling coursework, extracurric-
ulars, and a personal life takes
flexibility and the willingness to
protect one’s own wellbeing along
the way. Life outside the class-
room, personal challenges don’t
wait for a convenient time. Resil-
ience is what helps students stay
grounded and keep their eyes on
what matters. Peer pressure and
comparison, watching classmates
seem to sail through school effort-
lessly can be discouraging. Resil-
ient students learn to run their own
race instead of measuring them-
selves against someone else’s
timeline. Uncertainty about the
future, not knowing exactly where
a degree or a chosen path will lead
can be unsettling. Resilience helps
students sit with that uncertainty
without letting it paralyze them.
Financial and family pressures, for
many students, academic stress is
tangled up with real-world con-
cerns tuition, part-time jobs, or
responsibilities at home. Resil-
ience here looks like showing up
anyway, even when the odds feel
stacked.

Why It Matters Now More Than Ever
Today’s students face pressure
from every direction exams,
projects, internships, and the
weight of expectations from fam-
ily and society. Social media
adds another layer, constantly
putting everyone else’s highlight
reel on display and making ordi-
nary struggles feel like personal
failures. Knowledge and skill
will only take a student so far. It
is resilience the ability to absorb
a setback and keep going that
carries students through when
plans fall apart. It’s worth saying
plainly: resilience isn’t some-
thing you’re simply born with or
without. It’s built, slowly,
through practice much like a
muscle that strengthens with use.
There’s also a quieter cost to
consider. Students who never
learn to sit with discomfort often
struggle the moment life outside
school stops being predictable a
first job, a difficult relationship,
an unexpected loss. The class-
room, in many ways, is a training
ground. What’s practiced there
tends to carry forward.

The Hidden Cost of “Toughing It Out”
There’s a common misconception
that resilience means gritting your
teeth and pushing through no matter
what, without ever pausing to ac-
knowledge the difficulty. That’s not
resilience that’s just endurance, and
it tends to run out. True resilience
makes room for rest, for asking for
help, and for admitting when some-
thing is genuinely hard. A student

Where Resilience Shows Up

Academic setbacks, no one aces
every test or nails every project.
Students who bounce back treat
mistakes as lessons, not verdicts.
Time and stress management,

Resilience

to fear mistakes. A classroom that val-
ues effort and growth teaches them to
embrace the process setbacks included.
The same is true at home: the way fam-
ilies respond to a child’s disappoint-
ment often shapes how that child learns
to respond to disappointment for the
rest of their life. Schools that actively
teach emotional literacy through coun-
selling programs, peer support groups,
or simply making space for open con-
versation tend to raise students who
handle adversity with far more confi-
dence. Resilience, in this sense, isn’t
just an individual trait. It’s also a cul-
ture that institutions can choose to
build.

A

Real Resilience Looks Different for
Everyone

who takes a mental health day isn’t giv- It’s important to remember that resil-
ing up; they’re often practicing one of ience doesn’t have one face. For one
the most mature forms of resilience there student, it might mean returning to
is knowing your limits and respecting campus after a difficult personal loss.
them. For another, it might mean simply fin-
ishing an assignment on a day when
getting out of bed felt like an achieve-
ment in itself. Comparing one person’s
resilience to another’s rarely helps
what matters is the quiet, personal act
of choosing to continue.

Small Habits That Build Resilience
Treat failure as feedback, every misstep
carries a lesson, if you’re willing to look
for it. Stay connected, friends, mentors,
and family can offer support that makes
hard times easier to weather. Practice
mindfulness, journaling, exercise, and
meditation are simple ways to steady
emotional balance. Set realistic mile-
stones, breaking a big goal into smaller
steps makes the climb feel manageable
instead of overwhelming. Celebrate
small wins, progress doesn’t always look
dramatic. Recognizing the quiet victo-
ries along the way keeps motivation
alive. Ask for help without shame,
reaching out to a teacher, a counsellor, a
friend isn’t a sign of weakness. It’s often
the smartest, most resilient move a stu-
dent can make. Reframe the narrative,
instead of asking “why is this happening
to me,” resilient students learn to ask
“what can this teach me.” The shift in
language changes the entire experience.
Give yourself permission to rest, recov-
ery isn’t a detour from progress it’s part
of it. Even the most resilient among us
need downtime to keep going.

A Word to Students

Remember this: education isn’t just
about marks and certificates. It’s about
growth intellectual, emotional, and so-
cial. Every difficulty you face is quiet-
ly shaping you into someone stronger,
wiser, and more capable of empathy.
Resilience is what ensures that, what-
ever comes your way, you keep mov-
ing forward. And on the days when
moving forward feels impossible, re-
member that even standing still without
giving up counts as resilience too. You
are not defined by the setback. You are
defined by what you choose to do the
moment after it.

The Bottom Line

In a world where education and life
keeps shifting under our feet, resilience
may be the single most valuable skill a
student can develop. It’s what turns set-
backs into lessons and failure into fuel.
Success was never really about how
high you climb. It’s about how well
you get back up when you fall and how
many times you’re willing to do it
again.

The Role of Schools and Families

Resilience doesn’t grow in isolation.
Teachers, parents, and mentors all play
a part in creating an environment where
it’s safe to struggle, safe to fail, and safe
to try again. A classroom that only re-

wards perfect outcomes teaches students DR. THEJAS GIGY THOMAS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
1. RBI’s Steady Hand Amid Inflationary Pressures

2. Cracking Down on Compromised Food Supply Chains

The Reserve Bank of India’s deci-
sion to maintain the repo rate re-
flects a calculated balancing act.
While our nation proudly retains
its status as the fastest-growing
major economy, the looming shad-
ow of rising food and crude oil
prices cannot be ignored. Inflation
places an immediate, heavy burden

on ordinary households. Monetary
policy must remain deeply vigi-
lant. Sustainable long-term growth
requires protecting the common
citizen’s purchasing power along-
side robust industrial expansion.

-A. JAIKUMAR

Recent regulatory raids targeting com-
mercial warehouses and hospitality
kitchens expose an alarming disregard
for public health. When systemic
cost-cutting allows expired or unlabelled
goods into the market, consumer safety
is severely compromised. Oversight can-
not stop at retail inspection; accountabil-
ity must extend deep into wholesale

networks and procurement desks. Au-
thorities must enforce rigid compliance
relentlessly. Public trust is built on safe-
ty, and strict penal action against viola-
tors is necessary to protect citizens.

-ANNA BENEDICT
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PETITION TARGETS PRIYANKA
GANDHI OVER REMARK

More than 14,000 people have backed a petition seeking Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s intervention
over Privanka Gandhi Vadra’s controversial remark against IIT Madras director V Kamakoti

NEW DELHI

More than 14,000 people who
identify themselves as mem-
bers of the academic and sci-
entific community have
signed a petition seeking Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s in-
tervention over Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s re-
mark about IIT Madras Direc-
tor V Kamakoti.

The petition, launched on
Change.org on August 1, asks
Vadra to withdraw her refer-
ence to Kamakoti as a “gau
mutra expert” and express re-
gret over what the petitioners
described as a personal and
derogatory comment. The
group said the petition has re-
ceived support from people
from different disciplines, in-

Woman found
deadinaPG

Noida
A 19-year-old woman from
Assam was found dead in-
side a locked roomat a
paying guest accommoda-
tion in Baraula village, Noi-
da, on August 10. Police
suspect she was killed af-
ter an argument with a
man living in the same
building, The woman, Me-
hak Ahmed from Dibru-
garh, had arrived in Noida
around three weeks earlier
without informing her par-
ents. She was staying with
her 18-year-old friend,
Sanjana, also from Assam.
Police said the two women
had allegedly argued with
Raman, a BTech graduate
from Bihar, on August 8,
Raman has been taken
into custody. Police are in-
vestigating the circum-
stances surrounding the
death and examining evi-
dence to establish the se-
qguence of events.

Veterinary doctor dies,
suicide note found

Lucknow
A 45-year-old veterinary
doctor, Dr Paramatma Sin-
gh, died after allegedly
jumping from the eighth
floor of an apartment
building in Gorakhpur on
Thursday. Police recovered
a suicide note in which he
blamed a woman accused
of defrauding him of Rs
1.40 crore. Singh, posted in
Nautanwa, had gone to
the terrace after breakfast
and reportedly remained
there for around 15 min-
utes before the fall. His
wife rushed to the spot af-
ter hearing screams, but
doctors later declared him
dead. Police are investigat-
ing the alleged financial
dispute, verifying the sui-
cide note and examining
evidence before taking fur-
ther action.

stitutions and states, as well
as Indian scientists living in
more than 38 countries.

In its appeal to Birla, the
group said the expression was
inappropriate for parliamenta-
ry debate and went beyond
legitimate political criticism.
It argued that personal re-
marks of this nature could

KEY STATS

- 14,000+ — Petition signatories.

- Aug 1 — Petition launched.

- 38+ countries — Overseas
support.

- 1remark — Controversy in
Parliament.

- NTA reforms — Issue raised
during debate.

affect the dignity of Kamako-
ti, an educator and scientist,
as well as the institution he
heads. The petitioners also
urged the Speaker to take note
of the matter and protect the
standards expected during
parliamentary proceedings.
The controversy began
during a Lok Sabha discus-

sion on examination reforms,
when Vadra questioned the
members of a government
panel proposed to reform the
National Testing Agency. Her
comments about Kamakoti
followed his earlier public re-
marks supporting a scientific
claim involving cow urine.
The petition comes after ear-
lier objections from academ-
ics, who had also criticised
Vadra’s statement and sought
clarification. The latest cam-
paign has brought the issue
back into public discussion,
with the petitioners calling for
respectful political debate and
greater restraint when refer-
ring to individuals and institu-
tions in Parliament. They said
debate must remain focused
on public issues.

ED raids 11 Punjab properties
over plot allotments

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday said it con-
ducted searches at 11 proper-
ties in Punjab as part of a
money laundering investiga-
tion into the alleged illegal
allotment of industrial plots
by a state-run corporation.

The searches were carried
out from August 4 to 6 in Am-
ritsar, Gurdaspur and Ludhi-
ana. According to the agency,
the properties belonged to
officials of the Punjab Small
Industries and Export Corpo-
ration (PSIEC) and people
linked to them. The ED also
surveyed the PSIEC office as
part of the investigation.

66

The complaint accused PSIEC
officials and private
individuals of corruption and
irregularities in the allotment
of industrial plots.

Enforcement Directorate

The federal agency said the
case was taken up after it ex-
amined a complaint filed by
the Punjab Vigilance Bureau.
The complaint accused
PSIEC officials and private
individuals of corruption and
irregularities in the allotment
of industrial plots.

The ED alleged that some
allottees exploited a loop-
hole in the rules to delay
taking possession of plots

for several years. The delay
was treated as a “zero peri-
od”, which allowed the al-
lottees to postpone pay-
ments without having to pay
interest during that period.

The agency said its inves-
tigation is focused on the
alleged financial irregulari-
ties and the role of officials
and private individuals in-
volved in the plot allot-
ments. The searches are part
of efforts to trace the mon-
ey trail and gather docu-
ments and other evidence
linked to the suspected
wrongdoing. Further action
will depend on the findings
of the ongoing investiga-
tion.

SC presses FSSAI on
warning food labels

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has criti-
cised the Centre and the Food
Safety and Standards Authori-
ty of India (FSSAI) for delay-
ing action on front-of-pack
food labels. The bench said
warning labels were needed to
help consumers identify pack-
aged foods high in sugar, salt
and saturated fat. A bench led
by Justice J B Pardiwala
stressed that such labels could
improve public awareness,
among children who are in-
creasingly attracted to un-
healthy packaged foods. The
court questioned why authori-
ties appeared reluctant to in-
troduce warnings when health
was at stake.

In February, the Supreme
Court had directed FSSAI to
respond within four weeks on
a front-of-pack labelling
framework. The proposal in-
cluded warning symbols for
products containing high levels

of sodium, sugar or saturated
fat, along with a positive logo
for healthier choices.

During the hearing, the
bench observed that the gov-
ernment appeared unwilling to
act and raised concerns that
industry interests could be in-
fluencing the process. The
court said manufacturers might
oppose the move because it
could affect their business, but
argued that consumers should
be given clear information and
allowed to make informed
choices. It also said responsi-
bility for making healthier de-
cisions should not fall on con-
sumers alone when product
information is difficult to un-
derstand.

The court also stressed the
importance of protecting pub-
lic health, especially that of
children. It said India should
demonstrate concern for the
health of its citizens and urged
authorities to move ahead with
the labelling framework.

Wildlife deaths
increased in
Uttarakhand

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand recorded 438 hu-
man deaths from wildlife en-
counters between 2020 and
2025, accounting for nearly
46% of the 954 fatalities re-
ported since 2000, according
to a study. The study by
Mizoram University professor
Vishwambhar Prasad Sati
found 2,335 injuries during the
six-year period. Fatalities
peaked at 84 in 2024, while
injuries reached 512 that year.
Leopards were the deadliest
animals, causing 548 deaths
and 2,127 injuries over the
study period. Elephants caused
230 deaths, followed by tigers
with 106 and bears with 70.

FIR filed against 300

RANCHI

Jharkhand Police registered
an FIR against 300 unidenti-
fied people in connection with
a student march to the state
Assembly on August 10. The
protesters were demonstrating
against alleged irregularities
in recruitment examinations.

The case was filed at the
Vidhan Sabha police station
following a complaint by a
magistrate who was deployed
near the Assembly during the
march. Police have accused
the unnamed protesters of vi-
olating prohibitory orders,
damaging government prop-
erty and attacking police per-
sonnel during the demonstra-
tion.

Ranchi Superintendent of
Police Paras Rana said the
FIR was registered against
300 unknown individuals for
allegedly disrupting what was
intended to be a peaceful
march. He said the police
were investigating the inci-
dent and working to identify
those involved.

Sub-Divisional Police Offi-
cer (Hatia) Neeraj Kumar said
police were examining video
footage recorded during the
protest to identify the people
allegedly involved in the vio-
lations. He added that the in-
vestigation would help deter-

No detention or arrest
was made in connection
with the case. Video
clips are being scanned
to identify miscreants
and take further action.

,, DSP Neeraj Kumar

mine the role of individuals
before further action is taken.

No one has been detained
or arrested so far in connec-
tion with the case, Kumar
said. The FIR comes amid
continuing student protests
over alleged irregularities in
the Jharkhand Public Service
Commission and Jharkhand
Staff Selection Commission
examinations. Students have
demanded greater transparen-
cy in the recruitment process
and a probe into allegations
surrounding the examinations.
Police said further action
would depend on the findings

protesters in Jharkhand

Key insights

m 300 people named in FIR

m August 10 Assembly march

m JPSC, JSSC exams
under scrutiny

m No arrests reported so far

m Video footage
being examined

m Paras Rana: “FIR
lodged against 300 un-
known miscreants”

m Neeraj Kumar: “No
detention or arrest”
reported so far

of the ongoing investigation
and identification of those re-
sponsible for the alleged vio-
lations during the August 10
march.

4 Mumbai domino’s outlets
shut over hygiene lapses

MUMBAI

Four Domino’s Pizza outlets
in Mumbai have had their li-
cences suspended after food
safety officials found major
hygiene and safety violations
during inspections conducted
under the Maharashtra gov-
ernment’s “Safe Food, Safe
Maharashtra” campaign.

The inspections were car-
ried out on August 11 by the
Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) as part
of a wider crackdown on food
safety violations across the
state. Officials found condi-
tions that raised concerns
about hygiene and possible
pest risks, prompting authori-
ties to take action against the
outlets.

The affected Domino’s out-
lets are located in Vile Parle
West, Borivali West and
R-City Mall in Ghatkopar
West. The FDA suspended
their licences following the
inspection findings. The ac-
tion has raised questions
about food safety standards at
outlets operated by major
restaurant chains, which serve

v

b

large numbers of customers
every day.

The inspections are part of
a broader statewide drive tar-
geting restaurants and food
businesses for violations of
safety and hygiene rules. The
FDA has been carrying out
checks to ensure that food es-
tablishments maintain proper
cleanliness and follow re-
quired safety standards. The
department’s action against
the four outlets highlights the
importance of maintaining
hygiene even at well-known
international brands.

Customers in Mumbai ex-
pressed surprise after learning
about the action against the
popular pizza chain. The
FDA’s findings have renewed
attention on the need for reg-
ular inspections and strict
compliance with food safety
rules. Authorities are expected
to continue checking food
outlets across Maharashtra,
while the affected businesses
will have to address the viola-
tions before their licences can
be fully restored. Further ac-
tion will depend on their com-
pliance.

Sukhbir Badal
attacked in

Nanded, suspect
held

CHANDIGARH

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal suffered a hand injury
after being attacked by a man
wearing Nihang Sikh attire in
Maharashtra’s Nanded on
Thursday.

Badal had visited Takht
Sachkhand Sri Hazur Abchal-
nagar Sahib Gurdwara before
travelling to another nearby
gurdwara, according to a par-
ty leader. Police said the sus-
pect was taken into custody
soon after the incident.

Nanded Collector Rahul
Kardile confirmed that the
suspect had been detained and
that an investigation was un-
derway. Preliminary informa-
tion suggested that the attack-
er used a kirpan during the
incident, resulting in an injury
to Badal’s hand.

The incident has prompted
authorities to examine the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
attack and the motive of the
suspect. Officials are expect-
ed to question the accused
and examine available evi-
dence as part of the investiga-
tion.

The attack has raised con-
cern among political circles,
with attention now focused on
Badal’s condition and the cir-
cumstances that led to the in-
cident. Authorities said fur-
ther details would emerge as
the investigation progresses
and the role and motive of the
suspect are established.

YOUTH RAISE VOICES

CJP founder backs MP student protest

NEW DELHI

Cockroach Janta Party founder
Abhijeet Dipke has backed a pro-
test by school students in Madhya
Pradesh and linked it to the wider
student movement over education
issues.

Dipke reacted to reports of
school students in Vidisha protest-

ad
ek
A

ing against an alleged fee hike.
Sharing a video of the demonstra-
tion on X, he questioned whether
the resignation of one minister
could solve the larger problems
facing India’s education system.
“Ek Dharmendra Pradhan ke
resignation se kya hoga? I hope
you all have got your answers
now,” Dipke wrote in his post.

e
A

The video showed female students
raising slogans, including a de-
mand to reduce bus fares, during
the protest.

Former Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan resigned
on July 25, following a month-
long student protest led by the
CJP at Jantar Mantar in Delhi.
The agitation had focused on al-
legations surrounding the NEET-
UG examination and called for
action over concerns about the
education system.

Dipke has also announced a
nationwide campaign aimed at
improving government schools in
villages. Under the initiative, par-
ents will be encouraged to con-
duct social audits of basic facili-
ties, while village sarpanches
will be asked to take responsibil-
ity for improving school infra-
structure. The campaign is in-
tended to push local communities
to take a greater role in address-
ing problems faced by govern-
ment schools.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby informed that Smt. Seetha
has acquired the schedule property
from Smt. Sulochana, W/o. Lingappa
Poojary, under a registered Sale Deed.
The original Hakku Patra granted in
favour of Smt. Sulochana pursuant to
Tahsildar, Bantwal Order No. Adis.
HSR 455/88-89 dated 19.02.2006 is in
her possession. The said Hakku Patra
was laminated for preservation and is
declared to be the only original Hakku
Patraissued in respect of the property.
Any person having any claim, right,
title, interest or objection shall
intimate the same in writing to the
undersigned within 7 days from
publication, failing which no such
claim or objection shall be
entertained.

Property: Kuriyala Village, Bantwal
Taluk, Sy. No.225/5A, measuring 3
cents.

Sd/- Advocate Hemachandra

Bantwal
12 N 2N2R

To place a
classified ad
contact:
080-41209042
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Parliament passes bill to
rename Kerala as ‘Keralam’

Parliament has cleared a Bill to rename Kerala as Keralam,
following unanimous state Assembly support and proposed
constitutional amendments to formalise the change

NEW DELHI

Parliament has passed a Bill pro-
posing to change the name of Ker-
ala to Keralam, following a unan-
imous resolution by the Kerala
Assembly supporting the change.

Minister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityanand Rai said the Kera-
la Assembly had passed a resolu-
tion in 2024 asking the Centre to
introduce legislation to officially
change the state’s name. The state
government forwarded the resolu-
tion to the Centre in June 2024.
The proposal was later referred to
the state legislature for its views,
after which the Assembly unani-
mously supported the Bill.

The Kerala (Alteration of Name)
Bill provides for the change and
includes amendments to the Con-
stitution and other related provi-
sions. The First Schedule of the
Constitution will be amended to
replace the name Kerala with Ker-
alam under Article 3. Rai said the

proposed change represents the
pride of Kerala’s people and re-
flects India’s diverse languages,
cultures and traditions.

During the debate, Rai linked
the proposal to the government’s
broader aim of removing what it
describes as symbols of colonial
rule and promoting India’s cultural
heritage. He said the change was
consistent with the idea of “One
India, Best India”, where different
traditions and languages contribute
to national unity.

AT AGLANCE

- Proposed name: Keralam.

- Assembly resolution: 2024.

- Key change: First Schedule.

- Assembly support: Unanimous.

- Bill: Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill.

Rai also raised the issue of ac-
tion taken by the Kerala govern-
ment against teachers over a con-
troversial quiz question about
Hindutva ideologue VD Savark-
ar. He criticised the action and
described Savarkar as a freedom
fighter who made significant sac-
rifices. The renaming Bill now
provides the legal framework for
officially recognising the state as
Keralam, marking a significant
change in its constitutional iden-
tity.

Kharge calls Haldwani ritual an insult

DEHRADUN

The alleged purification ritual at a
stage used by Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge during an Au-
gust 8 rally in Haldwani reached
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday, trig-
gering a political confrontation.

Kharge said a ‘havan’ was per-
formed at Ramlila Ground after his
public meeting and alleged that
people linked to the BJP conduct-
ed it to “purify” the stage. He de-
scribed the incident as an insult to
him and the constitutional princi-
ple of equality and demanded
criminal action against those in-
volved.

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha,
Kharge said he did not want to
turn the matter into a political dis-
pute but believed it had wider so-
cial implications. Identifying him-
self as a member of a Scheduled
Caste, he questioned how such an
act could take place in a democra-
cy and alleged that it treated him
as an untouchable.

Union Minister and Leader of
the House JP Nadda called the in-
cident deeply regrettable and said
the BJP did not support such be-
haviour. He assured Kharge that
the matter would be investigated
and condemned the incident. How-
ever, Nadda objected to blaming

the BJP as an organisation for the
alleged act.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra criticised the BJP
and RSS, calling the alleged rit-
ual a reflection of what she de-
scribed as a degraded mindset.
Congress leaders Kumari Selja
and Uttarakhand spokesperson
Garima Dasouni also con-
demned the incident and de-
manded strict action. Dasouni
said the controversy concerned
the dignity and rights of margin-
alised communities. The Con-
gress has sought a detailed in-
vestigation and accountability
from the authorities.

First accused arrested in
Manipur IED case

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has ar-
rested S. Palal Thadou, the first accused in an IED
attack in Manipur’s Bishnupur district that killed
took

two minor children in April, the attack
place on April 7 at Tronglaobi
Awang Leikai in Moirang, when
suspected militants allegedly
launched an explosive device
from a hillside towards a resi-
dential area, The device hit a
house wall, seriously injuring three
family members. Two children later

died from their injuries, while another person was
injured. An unexploded improvised RPG was also
recovered near the site, The case was initially reg-
istered at Moirang Police Station before the NIA
took over the investigation and re-registered it on
April 23. The latest arrest marks the first major ac-
tion in the case as investigators continue examining
the attack and identifying those involved.

Former Jaipur judge
loses 2.5 Crore

JAIPUR

A 90-year-old former district judge, Ganpat Singh
Bhandari, allegedly lost Rs 2.5 crore after fraudsters
posing as CBI officials and an RBI manager kept
him under “digital arrest” for around 15 days.

Bhandari received a WhatsApp call on July 28
from a person claiming to be a CBI officer. The
caller accused him of involvement in a Rs 50-crore
hawala transaction and threatened arrest.

Another caller, posing as an RBI manager, sought
details of his investments and financial documents.
Bhandari transferred Rs 2,50,51,000 between Au-
gust 3 and 10. An SBI manager later stopped further
transfers, leading to a police complaint.

Congress says
Modi govt rattled

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
accused the Modi govern-
ment of being “scared and
rattled” during the Monsoon
Session, alleging that BJP
leaders avoided parliamenta-
ry proceedings while oppo-
sition unity remained strong.

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah
were largely absent from
Parliament and appeared
only shortly before the
House was adjourned sine
die. He alleged that the gov-
ernment was avoiding ques-
tions raised by the Opposi-
tion on several issues.

Ramesh said the Opposi-
tion had several achieve-
ments during the session. He
claimed that the proposed
‘One Nation, One Election’
legislation was delayed,
while the report of the joint
committee examining the
Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill was also not
presented.

He also cited the delay in
another constitutional
amendment concerning the
removal of leaders after pro-
longed detention.

He said the referral of the
Foreign Contribution Regu-
lation Act Bill to a joint

Jairam Ramesh said
PM Modi and Amit
Shah stayed away from
parliamentary
proceedings,
appearing only on the
last day before
adjournment

committee was another
achievement, although the
Opposition wanted the legis-
lation withdrawn. Ramesh
also claimed that an amend-
ment related to delimitation
could not be introduced be-
cause the government lacked
the required two-thirds ma-
jority.

Congress Deputy Leader
in the Lok Sabha Gaurav
Gogoi alleged that important
issues, including examina-
tion irregularities and al-
leged corruption, were not
allowed adequate discus-
sion. He also criticised the
passage of some Bills with-
out debate and demanded
the resignation of Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han, a statement from Home
Minister Amit Shah on al-
leged action against stu-
dents, and an apology from
the Prime Minister. The
Congress said the session
highlighted the Opposition’s
unity.
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Rahul draws battle line
against Modi and Shah

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi on Thursday said opposi-
tion parties would continue
to challenge the BJP-led
government until Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah

step down. Addressing the

Ratchnatmak Con-
gress National Con-
vention, Gandhi
said the opposition
had begun express-
ing itself and de- A
scribed the move-
ment as “unstoppa-
ble”.

Gandhi said the
opposition would
keep Modi and Shah
“awake”, arguing
that the political
fight was about pro-
tecting the country’s
values, ethos and
culture. He criticised
the government’s po- lit-
ical approach, alleging that
the BJP sought to impose an
order that benefited the par-
ty and certain other groups.

The Congress leader also
criticised the government
over Pakistan’s role in the
ongoing West Asia crisis. He
said India could have played
a more active role because
of its friendly relations with
countries involved in the

We will keep

them awake
till they resign.
Rahul Gandhi,
Congress leader

conflict. Gandhi argued that
India should use its relation-
ships and influence to con-
tribute to efforts aimed at
addressing the crisis.

His remarks came as Con-

gress and other opposition
parties have stepped up their
criticism of the government
on several issues. Gandhi
said the opposi-
tion’s political ex-
pression had gath-
ered momentum
and would contin-
ue. He maintained
that the campaign
was not simply
about changing
political leader-
ship, but about de-
fending the coun-
try’s broader demo-
cratic and cultural
values.

The Congress
leader’s comments
are expected to add
to the political debate be-
tween the ruling party and
opposition. He said the op-
position would remain unit-
ed in raising questions be-
fore the public. With both
sides taking stronger posi-
tions on national and inter-
national issues, the confron-
tation is likely to remain a
key feature of parliamentary
and public political discus-
sions in the coming days.

‘No NALSAR 2026
graduate to be enrolled
as advocate’: BCI

NEW DELHI

The Bar Council of India (BCI) has direct-
ed State Bar Councils to stop enrolling
NALSAR University of Law’s 2026 law
graduates as advocates until further orders.
The decision follows a dispute over stu-
dents opposing Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant’s invitation as chief guest at
the university’s convocation.

The BCI said its order applies to stu-
dents who obtained their law degrees from
NALSAR in 2026. The move could affect
their entry into the legal profession, as en-
rolment with a State Bar Council is re-
quired for graduates who want to practise
law in India. The decision has raised con-
cerns among students about the impact of
the dispute on their professional plans.

The legal body has sought a report from
NALSAR Vice-Chancellor on the devel-
opments surrounding the convocation. BCI
Executive Committee member Advocate
VP Sharma said the decision was approved
by the committee and was taken to ensure
discipline among students. The council is
examining whether any misconduct or in-
discipline occurred during the controversy.

Sharma clarified that the suspension is
not necessarily permanent. He said enrol-
ment could proceed if the inquiry finds
that no indiscipline took place. The BCI
has also indicated that anyone wishing to
challenge the decision is free to do so. The
matter will now depend on the university’s
report and the council’s subsequent con-
sideration of the findings.

The controversy began after a section of
NALSAR students opposed the invitation
extended to CJI Surya Kant for the convo-
cation.

Air India starts mandatory
pilot screening

NEW DELHI

THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY /MANAGER, PLD BANK,

TURUVEKERE KPPP PORTAL ITEM RATE TENDER

No: 01/2026-27

NOTIFICATION
Dated: 10-08-2026

"TWO TENDER DOCUMENT SYSTEM"

Air India has started mandatory substance
screening for all group pilots, following con-
cerns over pilot safety after a recent incident
involving a Phuket-Delhi flight, The screen-
ing will check pilots for prohibited substanc-
es and medications. Air India said the testing
will be conducted alongside training at its
Gurugram Academy and through post-flight
procedures at designated offices and flight
briefing centres, The airline said the move
goes beyond existing regulatory require-
ments and aims to strengthen safety stan-
dards, professionalism and passenger confi-
dence. Air India also urged pilots to maintain
the trust placed in the airline by passengers

and the wider community.

Name of Work:-

11.00 AM)

11.30 AM),

during working hours.

Secretary/ Manager PCARD BANK Turuvekere has invited Two cover ITEM RATE
tender through KPPP portal from Contractors.

1. Construction of PLD Bank Complex at Turuvekere Town, Tumkur District
(TPCARDDB/2026- 27/BD/WORK INDENT1) Amount put to tender: 162.10
lakhs, EMD Amount: Rs. 2,43,500/-

» Last date to submit tender online Dated: 11.08.2026 5.00pm to 27.08.2026

» Llast date for any queries relating to process of bid clarification Dated:
19.08.2026 (upto 5.00)

» Prebid meeting at PLD Bank Turuvekere: Dated:20-08-2026 at 11.00AM

» Opening of Technical bid in E-Procurement on Dated: 28-08-2026 (after

» Opening of Financial bid in E-Procurement on Dated: 29-08-2026 (after
approval of technical bid)
For any further details please contact https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/ and in office

Secretary/Manager,
PLD Bank, Turuvekere
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KALYAN KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT
CORPORATION VIJAYAPUR DIVISION
NO:KKRTC:VJP:TR:COMM:1509:2026-27 Dated:12.08.2026

E-Tender Publication No: 14/2026

Vijayapur Division invited E-Tender(Through E-Procurement)
for Commercial Shops, Refreshment Rooms, Open Space of
Various Bus Stands Comes under this Division Detailed tender
scheduleis as below.

1) Last Date for submitting online application: 02.09.2026 at
17.28 PM.

2) E-Tender Opening Date :04.09.2026 at 10.00 am onward
For details visit https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in or Contact
D.T.O: 7760992252 or Commercial Case Worker (Traffic
Section)@ KKRTC, Divisional Office Vijayapur during office
hours.

TR0V /RWORNTT/250/
BOTFR00/2026-27

Sd/- Divisional Controller,
K.K.R.T.C Vijayapur Division.

4 Government of Karnataka
‘e (Infrastructure Development and /@/

= Port and Inland Water Transport S
Department)
Karnataka Maritime Board
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,PORT DIVISION,

BAITKHOL, KARWAR, UTTAR KANNADA-581302
Phone:-08382-229672  Email: eepdk@rediffmail.com/eepdkwrd@gmail.com
NO.EE/PDK/TND/2026-27/366 Date:11-08-2026

RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION (CALL-3)

(Only in KPPP Portal) (TWO COVER SYSTEM)
On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, Tender is invited in KPPP Portal to
execute below mentioned Services. To participate in KPPP Portal, and for
more information may be obtained in www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in website.
For further Extension refer above mentioned website. No separate paper
notification will be issued.

“GST shall be paid to the Tendered Amount separately”

Name of work and Indent Number: CONSTRUCTION OF OUTER FISHING
HARBOURIN MURDESHWARA IN BHATKAL TALUK. UTTARA KANNADA
DISTRICT INCLUDING SURVEY. INVESTIGATION DESIGN, OBTAINING ALL
STATUTORY CLEARANCE, AND COMMISSIONING OF MURUDESHWAR
FISHING HARBOR WITH SUITABLE BREAKWATER AND JETTY INCLUDING
BEACH LANDING AREA, FISH HANDLING CENTER, FISH LOADING AREA,
AUCTION HALL, ADMINISTRATIVE BLOCK, CONCRETE SURFACE, NET
MENDING CENTER, REST SHEDS, GEAR SHEDS BOAT REPAIR SHOP,
RESTAURANT, TOILET, ELECTRIFICATION WITH GENERAL LIGHTING, FRESH
WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM, STORM WATER DRAINAGE, SUPPLYING
AND COMMISSIONING OF CETP, INTERNAL ROADS AND OUTER DOUBLE
LANE ROAD INCLUDING MAINTENANCE FOR A PERIOD OF 2 YEARS AFTER
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF WORK “LUMPSUM NO VARIATION”
Indent No: IDD/2024-25/O0W/WORK_INDENT130/Call-3

Amount put to Tender(Rs.In Crores): 302.99, Last date and Time for
queries: 27-08-2026 at 16.00 hours, Last date and Time for receipt of
Tender: 22-09-2026 at 17.00 hours

DIPR/IKWR/KSMCA/344/26-27
dt. 13.08.2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Port Division, Karwar

(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

Public Works Department Division, Haveri
This office letter No.EE/PB/Tnd/2026-27/8443-5054 Bridge/
1964 Dated: 11-08-2026

On 11-08-2026 through Karnataka Public Procurement
Portaltender notification has been issued for the following
Work Indent No. 35506/Call-3 & 37907 works Last date for
submission of tender receipt is assigned on Dated :
20-08-2026 (upto 4:00 PM) and for the following Work Indent
No0.38987 & S| No.4 Works Last date for submission of tender
receipt is assigned on Dated : 27-08-2026 (upto 4:00 PM).
For further additional information, any changes & queries
visit https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/- (N.N.Patil)
Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Haveri
DIPR/Haveri/283/KSMCA/2026-27

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Special Division, Zone-2,
2nd Floor, 19th Main, 2nd Block, Rajajinagar, Bangalore - 560 010.

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)
(Through KPP Portal Only)

No.:EE/SD/TEND/15/2026-27 Date:13.08.2026

The Executive Engineer, Special Division, BWCC Zone-2,
invites tenders from eligible tenderers for work detailed in the
table below.

SL.No Name of the work

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at Pantharapalya on
‘| Nayandahalli Main Road under Bengaluru West City
Corporation. Tenure: 10 Years. Base Ground Rent:
Rs. 6,94,334/- EMD: Rs. 50,000/- (Reserved for
Others).

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at Kengeri Satellite Bus
‘|Terminal Road under Bengaluru West City
Corporation. Tenure: 10 Years. Base Ground Rent:
Rs. 4,90,613/- EMD: Rs. 50,000/- (Reserved for
Others).

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at Sumanahalli Signal,
3.|Kamakshipalya under Bengaluru West City
Corporation. Tenure: 10 Years. Base Ground Rent:
Rs. 22,08,150/- EMD: Rs. 25,000/- (Reserved for
SC/ST).

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at Magadi Main Road,
4.|near Raheja Apartment under Bengaluru West City
Corporation. Tenure: 10 Years. Base Ground Rent:
Rs. 13,04,100/- EMD: Rs. 45,000/- (Reserved for
Others).

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at PSET College,
5.|Hosakerehalli under Bengaluru West City
Corporation. Tenure: 10 Years. Base Ground Rent:
Rs. 4,89,636/- EMD: Rs. 75,000/- (Reserved for
Others).

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at N.R. Colony,
6.|Basavanagudi under Bengaluru West City
Corporation. Tenure: 10 Years. Base Ground Rent:
Rs. 10,03,968/- EMD: Rs. 25,000/- (Reserved for
SCI/ST).

Selection of Advertising Agencies for Day-to-Day
Maintenance and Exclusive Commercial Advertising
Rights on Existing Skywalks at Brigade, Opp. to Orion
‘| Mall under Bengaluru West City Corporation. Tenure:
10 Years. Base Ground Rent: Rs. 5,70,308/- EMD: Rs.
20,000/- (Reserved for Others).

1)Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 18.08.2026,
onwards. 2) Date of Pre-bid meeting : 21.08.2026 at 15:00
Hrs. 3) Last Date for receipt of tenders:27.08.2026 upto
16:00 Hrs. 4) Opening of Technical Bids: 29.08.2026 at
16:30 Hrs. 5) Opening of Financial Bids: will be intimated.
Further details can be obtained from the office of the
undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Special Division, BWCC Zone-2.
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Five killed defusing
explosive device
Sevastopol

Sevastopol
Five people were killed
while attempting to de-
fuse an explosive device
in Russian-controlled
Sevastopol, regional
governor Mikhail Raz-
vozhayev said on Thurs-
day. Four emergency
service bomb-disposal
specialists and a securi-
ty guard were conduct-
ing clearance operations
after a Ukrainian drone
attack when the device
exploded. The incident
occurred amid intensi-
fied air attacks between
Russia and Ukraine, now
in the fifth year of Mos-
cow’s full-scale inva-
sion. Russia’s Defence
Ministry said its air-de-
fence forces intercepted
or destroyed 362
Ukrainian drones over-
night across several
Russian and Rus-
sian-controlled regions,
including Crimea. Russia
seized and annexed
Crimea from Ukraine in
2014.

Meloni faces youth
backlash ahead
of election

Rome
Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni is facing
growing dissatisfaction
among young voters
ahead of next year’s na-
tional election, with polls
showing her govern-
ment’s approval among
under-35s at just 25%.
Analysts say young ltal-
ians are increasingly
supporting centre -left
parties, which together
command nearly 50%
support among voters
under 35, compared
with less than 309% for
Meloni’s right-wing coa-
lition. Experts blame
limited economic re-
forms, weak youth em-
ployment opportunities
and low education
spending for the growing
discontent. Italy has the
euro zone’s lowest em-
ployment rate among
15- to 24-year-olds,
while many young grad-
uates leave the country
for better opportunities
abroad. Meloni also fac-
es competition from far-
right leader Roberto
Vannacci, whose Na-
tional Future movement
is polling around 7% and
has attracted some
younger anti-immigra-
tion voters. Security
measures targeting pro-
tests, cannabis, squat-
ting and juvenile crime
have further angered
young people. Analysts
say youth turnout could
prove decisive in the
2027 election. Further-
more, experts warn that
addressing these sys-
temic structural chal-
lenges will require ag-
gressive, long-term in-
vestments rather than
short-term political fixes.

Trump says law blocks third term bid

RATIFIED IN 1951, THE 22ND AMENDMENT LIMITS ANY INDIVIDUAL TO
BEING ELECTED TO THE PRESIDENCY TWICE.

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
has acknowledged that he
would like to seek a third
term in the White House in
2028, but said the law re-
mains a major obstacle to
such a bid.

Asked about the possibility
of running for another term,
Trump’s remarks come amid
continuing speculation among
his supporters about whether
he could remain in office be-
yond the constitutionally per-
mitted two elected terms. The
US Constitution’s 22nd
Amendment states that no
person can be elected presi-
dent more than twice.

Trump began his second
presidential term in January
2025 after defeating Demo-
cratic candidate Kamala Har-

“I'd love to, but the law is very strong.”
He added that he is frequently asked
about the issue and indicated that the
legal restrictions on presidential terms
would make another campaign
difficult.

- Donald Trump, US President

ris in the 2024 election. He

had previously served as pres-
ident from 2017 to 2021. A

TRUMP THIRD TERM
TRUMP ACKNOWL-
EDGED STRONG
SUPPORTER INTEREST
IN APOTENTIAL THIRD
PRESIDENTIAL TERM
WHILE CANDIDLY REC-
OGNIZING THE DEFINI-
TIVE CONSTITUTIONAL
BARRIER THAT CUR-
RENTLY PREVENTS
HIM FROM LEGALLY
RUNNING FOR ANOTH-
ER OFFICE AGAIN.

successful third-term bid
would therefore require over-
coming the constitutional re-
striction.

The possibility of Trump
seeking another term has re-
peatedly generated political
debate in the United States.
Some of his supporters have

promoted the idea, while
Trump has occasionally made
comments that have fuelled
speculation without present-
ing a clear legal or political
plan to pursue a third term.

His latest response ap-
peared to acknowledge both
his personal interest and the
legal barrier. Trump said that
“everybody wants me to do”
it, while reiterating that the
law is strong on the matter.

The comments are likely to
keep the third-term debate
alive among Trump’s support-
ers and opponents. However,
any attempt to run in 2028
would face significant consti-
tutional questions and would
require changes to the exist-
ing legal framework. For now,
Trump’s statement stops short
of announcing any formal ef-
fort to seek a third term.

Turkey, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia deepen defence pact

Although likened to NATO’s collective defense principle, officials
emphasize the pact is merely a framework for trilateral cooperation.

Hhe oV VRO w_

ANKARA

Turkey, Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia will establish politi-
cal and military mechanisms
to coordinate their activities
under a joint defence agree-
ment signed last week, Tur-
key’s Defence Ministry said
on Thursday.

The three countries signed
the Mecca Joint Defence
Agreement on August 7,
strengthening security coop-
eration among the regional
powers. The pact was agreed
as the countries faced grow-
ing concerns over instability
in the region and Iranian
missile attacks targeting
Gulf states.

The agreement states that
an armed attack against any
one of the three countries
would be considered an at-
tack against all members.
The arrangement has been
compared with NATO’s col-
lective defence principle,
although officials have de-
scribed the pact as a frame-
work for closer cooperation
among the three countries.

Speaking at a weekly
briefing in Ankara, Turkey’s
Defence Ministry said the
new coordination mecha-
nisms would bring together
the defence ministers, for-
eign ministers and military
chiefs of Turkey, Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia.

The ministry said the three
countries were also planning
joint military exercises as
part of the agreement. Such
exercises are expected to
strengthen coordination, im-
prove operational coopera-
tion and enhance the coun-
tries’ ability to respond col-
lectively to security threats.

Defence industry coopera-
tion will also form an im-
portant part of the partner-
ship. According to the min-
istry, Turkey, Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia could pursue
joint defence production,

\ i
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Mecca Joinf Def' nse Agreement

m Collective Defense Principle: An armed attack against
any one of the three member countries (Turkey, Pakistan, or
Saudi Arabia) will be considered an attack against all of them,

drawing comparisons to NATO’s mutual defense model.

m Coordination Mechanisms: Regular platforms and brief-
ings will be established to bring together the defense minis-
ters, foreign ministers, and military chiefs of all three nations.

m Joint Military Exercises: The nations plan to conduct
collaborative military drills aimed at strengthening tactical
coordination, boosting operational cooperation, and im-
proving collective responsiveness to security threats.

m Defense Industry Collaboration: The partnership em-
phasizes joint defense production, technology sharing,
and cooperative projects designed to bolster their respec-
tive domestic military manufacturing capabilities.

m Geopolitical Alignment: The pact unites three predom-
inantly Sunni Muslim nations that share close historical
and strategic ties with the United States while inde-
pendently pursuing their own regional security objectives.

m Scope and Future Outlook: While officials have not
explicitly stated whether the framework will evolve into
a formal, highly integrated military alliance on par with
NATO, the agreement marks a major expansion of trilater-

al defense cooperation

technology sharing and oth-
er projects aimed at
strengthening their domestic
military capabilities.

The agreement brings to-
gether three predominantly
Sunni Muslim countries that
maintain close ties with the
United States while also pur-
suing their own regional se-
curity interests. Turkey is a
NATO member, while Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia have
longstanding strategic rela-
tionships with Washington.

FARAGE QUITS PARLIAMENT

The new mechanisms are
expected to provide a regu-
lar platform for political
consultations and military
coordination among the
three partners. Officials have
not indicated whether the ar-
rangement will develop into
a formal military alliance
comparable to NATO, but
the agreement signals a sig-
nificant expansion of de-
fence cooperation between
Ankara, Islamabad and Ri-
yadh.

Japan condemns
Putin visit to
disputed Islands

TOKYO

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi has strongly
criticised Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s visit to the
disputed Kuril Islands, calling
the move “absolutely unac-
ceptable” and saying it hurt the
sentiments of the Japanese
people. Putin visited Iturup,
one of the four southern Kuril
Islands claimed by Japan, on
Thursday.

Takaichi said Tokyo consid-
ers the islands, which Japan
calls the Northern Territories,
to be an inherent part of Japa-
nese territory. Her comments
came after Putin’s first report-
ed visit to the island chain,
which has remained a major
source of tension between
Russia and Japan since the end
of World War II.

During his visit, Putin
toured a fish-processing facil-
ity and other local sites and
met officials from Russia’s
Sakhalin region. The Russian
president reiterated Moscow’s
position that its sovereignty
over the islands is supported
by international agreements
and post-war arrangements.
Russia has controlled the is-
lands since Soviet forces
seized them in the final stages
of World War II.Japan disputes
Russia’s sovereignty over
Iturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and
the Habomai Islands. Tokyo
has repeatedly demanded the
return of the four territories,
while Moscow maintains that
the islands are legally Russian
territory. The disagreement has
prevented Russia and Japan
from concluding a formal
post-World War II peace trea-
ty.Relations between Moscow
and Tokyo have deteriorated
further since Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine in 2022, with Japan
joining international sanctions
against Russia. Putin’s latest
visit is therefore likely to add
to existing diplomatic ten-
sions. Japanese officials have
reaffirmed that Tokyo will
continue to defend its territori-
al position and seek a resolu-
tion to the long-running dis-
pute through diplomacy.

Farage faces Count Binface in Clacton election

LONDON

Voters in the English seaside
constituency of Clacton went
to the polls on Thursday in a
closely watched election fea-
turing Reform UK leader Ni-
gel Farage and his unusual
main challenger, comedian
Count Binface.

Farage resigned from Par-
liament last month to seek a
fresh mandate after facing
scrutiny over allegations that
he failed to properly declare a
£5 million donation from a
wealthy backer. He has de-
nied wrongdoing and said the
election would allow voters to
judge the allegations and his
political record.

The contest has attracted
unusual attention because ma-
jor political parties decided
not to field candidates, leav-
ing Farage facing more than

Nigel farage faces Count Binface in Clacton

= Unusual Contest Setup: Major political parties are sitting
out the Clacton by-election, leaving Reform UK leader Ni-
gel Farage facing over 30 rivals, most notably the satirical
novelty candidate Count Binface.

m The Satirical Challenge: Count Binface (created by
comedian Jonathan Harvey) is running a humorous cam-
paign, presenting an unconventional hurdle for Farage in
a race drawing heavy media attention.

= Motivations and Momentum: Farage triggered the snap
vote to re-establish his local mandate and prove his en-

during voter backing.

= Financial Scrutiny: The election follows an ongoing
parliamentary standards investigation into an undeclared
£5 million donation/gift. If found in breach of rules, Farage
could face sanctions and potential electoral consequences.

m Local Context: Clacton is an economically challenged sea-
side constituency in eastern England where Farage previous-
ly secured 46 percent of the vote in 2024, making Thursday’s
outcome a critical measure of his grassroots support.

30 rivals. The long list in-
cludes independent candidates
and novelty figures, with
Count Binface expected to
provide the strongest chal-
lenge.

Count Binface, the sil-
ver-clad character created by
comedian Jonathan Harvey,
has contested elections
against several senior British
politicians over the past de-
cade. His campaign is known
for satire and humorous polit-
ical messaging, making the
contest an unusual test for
Farage and Reform UK.

Farage is using the election
to demonstrate that he retains
strong support among voters
despite the controversy sur-
rounding his finances. Reform
UK has sought to build mo-
mentum by presenting itself
as an alternative to Britain’s
established political parties.

The donation issue remains
under investigation by Parlia-
ment’s standards commission-
er. Lawmakers are generally
required to declare certain
donations received during the
year before an election within
a month of taking office. If
Farage is found to have
breached parliamentary rules,
he could face sanctions that
might lead to another elec-
tion.

Farage maintains that he
was not required to declare
the donation because he con-
sidered it a personal gift.

UN panel blames
AQIS for red fort blast

NEW YORK

A United Nations Security
Council terrorism monitoring
team has attributed the deadly
Red Fort suicide car bombing
to Al-Qaida in the Indian Sub-
continent (AQIS), warning
that the group is developing
new networks and expanding
its presence across South
Asia.

According to a report pre-
pared by the Analytical Sup-
port and Sanctions Monitor-
ing Team, the attack, which
killed 11 people last Novem-
ber, was “officially attributed
to AQIS”. The report said the
organisation has evolved from
a fragmented group into a re-
gional terrorist entity, relying
on decentralised cells rather
than large formations.

The team said AQIS has es-
tablished logistics and finan-
cial networks and is increas-
ingly operating through small,
scattered cells. It also warned
that the group was attempting
to exploit Bangladesh to es-
tablish new cells, amid broad-
er concerns over the intensi-
fying terrorist threat in South
Asia.

AQIS was founded in 2014
by former Al-Qaida leader
Ayman al-Zawahiri. The UN
monitoring team, based in
New York, comprises 10 ex-
perts who track terrorism
threats linked to Al-Qaida,
Islamic State and their affili-

The group also sought to
exploit Bangladesh for
new cells amid
escalating terrorist
threats across South
Asia.

ates. Its findings assist the
Security Council’s sanctions
committees in identifying
groups and individuals for
possible sanctions.

The latest assessment ap-
pears to strengthen earlier in-
dications regarding the Red
Fort attack. A February report
had said Jaish-e-Mohammed
was reportedly linked to the
bombing, while the new re-
port directly attributes the at-
tack to AQIS. The report also
noted close ties between JeM
and Al-Qaida.

The bombing marked a
worrying pattern in which
highly qualified professionals
were allegedly drawn into ter-
rorism.

At least four doctors were
arrested in connection with
the case, while the suicide
bomber, Umar-un-Nabi, was
identified as an assistant pro-
fessor of general medicine at
a university in Faridabad.

The UN team also high-
lighted activities of Tehr-
ik-e-Taliban Pakistan, includ-
ing its restructuring and cre-
ation of separate divisions
focused on Kashmir and Gil-

git.

Swiss government urges rejection of EU initiative

ZURICH

The Swiss government on Thursday urged parliament to reject an initia-
tive that seeks to block a new agreement with the European Union, warn-
ing that the proposal could create legal uncertainty and undermine Swit-
zerland’s political and economic stability. The so-called “Kompass Initia-
tive”, backed by billionaire founders of Swiss asset manager and private
equity firm Partners Group, seeks to protect Swiss independence by ex-
panding the use of compulsory referendums for international treaties.

I, K SEKAR alias SEKAR K
alias K SHEKAR S/o
KRISHNASWAMY, R/o 7, 1st
Cross, Muniveerappa Layout,
Shampura Kaval Byrasandra,
Bangalore North, Bangalore,
Karnataka-560045, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
SHEKAR K.

|, DEEPA GOPALAKRISHNAN
(old name), a resident of NO
A 401, MULTISHREE
APARTMENT, 29TH MAIN,
6TH CROSS, BTM 2ND
STAGE, BENGALURU
560076 KARNATAKA, INDIA,
have changed my name to
DEEPA (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 10-08-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

This is to inform to General public
that my client Sri, Irshad Pasha s/o
Allabakash, Residing at 2nd Cross,
Near Abbu bakkar Masjid, Tharsha
nagar, kolar taluk, Kolar District, I
am the Owner of the Below said
Property, while Discharge Deed for
taken Digital copy ,have lost fol-
lowing Documents of property per-
tating to below Mentioned property
Situated at Sangondahalli village,
Kondarajanahalli Gramapanchayath,
kasaba Hobali, Kolar Taluk, Kolar
District, had published the factum
of lost of his  Original Regd sale
Deed, Dated;-24-02-2022, Regd
Sale Deed , Executed by Sri, Raha-
mathullabaigh s/o Ahamed Beigh,
in favour of Irshadpasha s/o Alla-
bakash, In regd as Book No.1,Vol-
ume No.KLR-1-08426/2021-22, IN
CDNO.KLRD 1009, in regd be-
fore of the SRO Kolar, in Respect
of Property Bearing Kolar taluk,

Sangondahalli  Village, E-Swathu
n0.151900703400220027,  Proper-
ty no.194/210/11/16, in  Measur-
ing 12.192x18.288 Meters, police

complaint have been filed with
regards to loss of the above said
Document vide complaint in NCR
NO. Lost Report no.2365682/2026,
DATED;-13-08-2026, and complaint
dated;-13-08-2026, by  respec-
tive person, if anybody finds these
Document please inform within 7
Days in below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-13-08-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANLM;-9980110692

|, KM SHAHJADI BEGUM,
Resident of No. 36, 3rd Floor, 6th
Cross, Kanakanagar, R T Nagar
Post, Bengaluru -560032, Karna-
taka, have changed my name to
SHAHJADIBEGUM, vide affida-
vit dated: 13.08.2026 before notary
V. RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

| CHANGE OF NAME |
I, S KRUTHIKA D/o
SHIVAKUMAR G, R/o 314,
11th Cross, G G Road, Near
Bus Stop, Ejipura,
Bangalore South,
Bangalore, Karnataka-
560047, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as KRITHIKA
GOWDA.

Document Lost

This is to inform to General pub-
lic that my client Sri, Chotasab
s/o Sheik Dawoodsab, Resid-
ing at narasapura Village, and
Gramapancahayth, Kolar  taluk,
Kolar District, I am the Owner of
the Below said Property, while Dis-
charge Deed for taken Digital copy
,have lost following Documents of
property pertating to below Men-
tioned property Situated at San-
gondahalli village, Kondarajana-
halli Gramapanchayath,  kasaba
Hobali, Kolar Taluk, Kolar District,
had published the factum of lost of
his Original Regd sale Deed, Dat-
ed;-06-04-2022, Regd Sale Deed
, Executed by Sri, N.A. Nagaraj
s/o Late, Anjappa, in favour of Sri,
Chotasab s/o Sheik Dawoodsab,
In regd as Book No.1,Volume
No.2555, in pages 128-129, in
regd as Doc no.168/2002-03, in
in regd before of the SRO Kolar,
in Respect of Property Bearing
Kolar taluk, Narasapura Village,
katha no.799, Site no.9, in Measur-
ing 40x30 Feets, police complaint
have been filed with regards to
loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost
Report n0.2365701/2026, DAT-
ED;-13-08-2026, and complaint
dated;-13-08-2026, by respective
person, if anybody finds these
Document please inform within 7
Days in below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-13-08-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN
ROAD
CHINTHAMANIM;-9980110692
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Morkel’s blueprint

GALLE

India’s bowling coach Morne Morkel
has warned his pace attack to prepare
for tough conditions ahead of their
upcoming 2 Test series against Sri
Lanka, which begins from August
15th. Speaking to the media, the for-
mer South African fast bowler em-
phasized that handling extreme heat,
heavy humidity, and an aging ball
will require absolute mental tough-
ness from the squad.

The visiting seam department faces
a major setback after star bowler Jas-
prit Bumrah was ruled out due to a
knee injury.

With Bumrah sidelined, Moham-
med Siraj steps up as the most expe-
rienced leader of the attack.

He will be joined by younger bowl-
ing options including Prasidh Krish-

Because of this rapid change, bowlers
must rely on short, explosive spells
while pouring maximum energy into
hitting accurate areas.

taining high intensity and build-
ing tight pressure will be vital,

especially since the team lacks recent
red-ball match practice.

Once the shine wears off, Morkel
wants his players to be street smart
by utilizing the bowling crease
creatively and mixing in
clever short deliveries to
trouble opposing batters.
The opening match of the

The coach stressed that main-

India bowling Zeries kilcksfolflf in (d}agle ﬁn
) t15, t

Coach Morne ; segglnil Testoircl)w(?olo}rlnb(e)

Morkel Wamed | starting August 23.

. Morkel remains confi-
“~__ dent that hitting the
deck hard on good
N\ lengths can still
. yield positive
results if the

his pace attack
about tough —
conditions

v

Egyptian challengers
oust Chand in Semifinal

KOLKATA

Indian smquash hopes suffered a
major setback as top women’s
seed Tanvi Khanna and 4th seed-
ed men’s player Suraj Kumar
Chand exited the HCL Squash
PSA Challenger Tour at the semi-
final stage in Kolkata. Both ath-
letes fought hard but ultimately
fell to tough Egyptian opponents
after thrilling matches.

Tanvi Khanna went down
fighting against Egypt’s 3rd seed
Sohayla Hazem. After winning
the opening game comfortably,
Tanvi lost her momentum as So-
hayla bounced back with strong
rallies, taking the next 3 games
to seal the match with scores of
6-11, 11-2, 11-7, 11-7. Earlier in
the tournament, Tanvi had
shown great form by defeating
Vasundhara Nangare and compa-

triot Nirupama Dubey in straight
games.

Meanwhile, Suraj Chand
faced a tough challenge against
Egyptian top seed Mohamed
Gohar. Coming off a recent sin-
gles crown at the World Univer-
sity Championships, Suraj put
up a brave fight but lost in
straight games with a scoreline
of 8-11, 2-11, 7-11. His journey
to the final four included bril-
liant wins, notably a grueling
seventy-three-minute five-game
thriller against Egypt’s Hassan
Menshawy in the pre-quarterfi-
nals.

Following these semifinal
matches, the tournament heads
toward exciting all-Egyptian fi-
nals on 14th August. In the
women’s division, Sohayla
Hazem will face second seed
Menna Walid for the champion-

ship trophy. Meanwhile, Mo-
hamed Gohar will lock horns
with third seed Seif Refaay to
claim the men’s crown.

The ongoing Kolkata leg fea-
tures a total prize fund of nine
thousand dollars each for both
the men’s and women’s sections.
As part of the wider Professional
Squash Association second-tier
circuit, the tour has already trav-
eled successfully through Indore,
Mumbai, and Chennai, bringing
top-class international squash
action to fans across India.

na, Gurnoor Brar, and newly added
squad member Auqib Nabi.
Morkel pointed out that the Kook-

aburra red ball typically loses its hard series
core relatively quickly in subconti- .
nental weather. against

He noted that the leather usually
softens down after just 25 to 30 overs,
forcing players to change their tactics.

Sri Lanka.

for the \r al AN
upcoming |\ W/ e
Test . \ island

/  condi-

T tions.

Will years of waiting ‘Hardik Pand 11S
‘my ultimate 1d01...

pay off for Dubey?

While at RCB, Dubey
spent time talking with Virat

NEW DELHI

Spinner Praveen Dubey is
ready to prove his worth in
the Indian Premier League.
After spending many sea-
sons waiting on the bench
and learning from cricket
legends, the talented leg-
spinner believes he finally
has the skill and confidence
to make his big chance
count.

Dubey started his IPL
journey with Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru back in
2016. Later, he moved to
Delhi Capitals and now pla
ys for Punjab Kings. During
these years, he did not get
enough chances to show his
true talent. Instead of feeling
sad, he used that time to im-
prove his game in domestic
matches and local leagues.

2020. Now, at Punjab Kings,

bowl against tough batters,

mistakes.

Kohli. Those chats helped
him build a strong mental
mindset. Later, during his :
time with Delhi, he got a
chance to play and even :
reached the final in the year :

he gets to share the dressing
room with Yuzvendra Cha- :
hal. Since they were team-
mates in the past, Dubey :
enjoys talking with the star :
spinner, learning how to !

and hoping they might play
together when pitches help
spin. When it comes to bowl :
ing, Dubey loves to take
wickets rather than just stop
runs. He believes that attack-
ing the best batters forces
them to take risks and make

India welcomes World
Badminton Championships

NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Association warmly welcomes global
badminton stars to New Delhi for the BWF World Cham-
pionships. Starting August seventeen at the Indira Gandhi
Indoor Stadium, this prestigious event reinforces India’s
deep dedication to the Olympic Movement and sports
growth. IOA President P. T. Usha shared her excitement,
noting that hosting top players proves India’s ability to run
world-class sports events. With strong backing from the
government, India is quickly becoming a preferred global
hub for international sports. Fans are especially thrilled to
watch local heroes like two-time Olympic medallist P. V.
Sindhu lead the home challenge.

Hard work finally rewarded:

Saransh Jain

GALLE

Madhya Pradesh off-spinner Saransh
Jain has finally earned his maiden India
Test call-up. After 10 years of hard work
in domestic cricket, he is part of the squad
for the upcoming 2 game tour of Sri Lan-
ka, starting August 15th in Galle.

Jain was heading to a temple when he
noticed multiple missed calls and messag-
es telling him about his selection. The 33
year-old said he did not feel nervous join-
ing the national squad because he has al-
ready played alongside most of his new
teammates in domestic circuits.

Having made his Ranji Trophy debut
back in the 2014 — 15 season, Jain noted
that patience is crucial for success. His
long journey required massive sacrifices
and a belief that his hard work would
eventually pay off. His father, a former
Ranji Trophy player, always told him to
stay patient and trust the process.

With 54 first-class matches under his belt,
Jain has claimed 188 wickets and scored

Trophy.

2223 runs. He
played a mas-
sive role in help-
ing Madhya
Pra desh win ¢
their maiden
Ranji Trophy
title in 2022. His
stellar form con-
tinued into the 2025
— 26, where he scored
over 500 runs and
took 30 wickets,
followed by a
Player-of-the-
Series display
in the Duleep

GUWAHATI

Young all-rounder Doikho
Das is turning heads in the
inaugural Assam Premier
League 2026, currently shin-
ing as the top wicket-taker for
the table-topping Dibrugarh
Warriors. Representing a side
that boasts 5 wins from 6
games, Das revealed that In-
dian star cricketer Hardik
Pandya serves as his ultimate
idol and inspiration.

The talented seamer has al-
ready claimed 13 crucial
wickets across 6 matches at a
steady economy rate of 7.80.
His standout performance
came during a brilliant spell
where he picked up 4 wickets
for 33 runs against the Chara-
ideo Sunrisers. Das stated that
he actively models his aggres-
sive bowling approach and
mindset directly after Pandya.

According to the young
pacer, hitting the deck hard
with an attacking style brings
him the best results. He relies
heavily on the short delivery
as his stock weapon, noting
that helpful pitch conditions

After years of grinding in domestic
matches and serving as a net bowler, Jain is
now ready to showcase his talent on the
biggest international stage. With his deep
experience, family backing, and clear
mindset, he stands on the verge of making
a dream Test debut for his country.

have allowed him to maxi-
mize this strength. Although
he has done major damage
with the ball, Das views him-
self as a true all-rounder and
eagerly waits for a chance to
showecase his batting skills.

Maintaining discipline has
been a core part of his game
plan throughout the tourna-
ment. Instead of getting in-
timidated by opposing batters,
Das keeps a clear mindset by
focusing entirely on his bowl-
ing lengths and sticking firm-
ly to the team strategy. He
believes this simple approach
stops him from getting dis-
tracted during intense match
situations.

Despite his stellar individu-
al numbers, the youngster in-
sists that personal milestones
take a backseat to team victo-
ries. He remains unsatisfied
with his current form, vowing
to keep working hard to push
his squad forward. With the
Warriors sitting comfortably
at the top of the standings,
Das hopes to finish the tour-
nament by lifting the champi-
onship trophy.

India can challenge anyone says Savita

From India to
Central Stags,
Malan’s journey

CHRISTCHURCH

Heinrich Malan is back in New Zea-
land cricket. The experienced coach
has signed a fresh 3 year deal to lead
the Central Stags team. He takes
over the coaching role from former
captain Greg Hay and former batter
Ben F. Smith, ready to bring new
energy to the squad.

Malan brings deep international
experience to the domestic scene.
His most recent big job was coach-
ing the Ireland national team. He
ended that chapter on a very high
note by guiding Ireland to a historic
two-nil T20 series win against India,
the reigning world champions.

Before his time abroad, Malan
had a great first run with the Stags
starting in 2013. Over several suc-
cessful years in Napier, he helped
the team win the Plunket Shield,
The Ford Trophy, and the Super
Smash title. Later, he coached the
Auckland Aces to more champion-
ship wins and also worked with
New Zealand ‘A’ and the Black
Caps.

During his early years with Cen-
tral, Malan played a huge role in
shaping young talents. Stars like fast
bowler Blair Tickner and spinner
Ajaz Patel credit him for helping
their development. He loves work-
ing hands-on during practice ses-
sions and is eager to meet the newer
players in the group.

Malan stated that testing himself
in international cricket helped him
grow on a personal level. Now, he
wants to share that valuable experi-
ence with the Stags players.

He feels very excited to get back
to domestic coaching and help
young cricketers showcase their
skills on the field. With his winning
past and strong passion for training,
the Stags are ready for an exciting
new chapter under his expert guid-
ance.

© that feat brings back
i memories of Yuvraj
¢ Singh, Avinash admits that
© hitting 6 sixes in 1 over is a
i big dream he hopes to
: achieve soon.

i big league came as a huge
i shock. He did not expect
i it at all. When he joined
i the team, he felt nervous
i because he was surround-
i ed by many cricket legends.
i But the franchise owners,
i coaches, and staff made e
¢ him feel very welcome.
i They took great care of him
i both on and off the field.

‘Learning from legends),

¢ Punjab Kings young star
i Pyla Avinash is ready to
¢ make a big mark in the Indi-
¢ an Premier League. The tal-
¢ ented player from Andhra
i Pradesh believes his brave
: and attacking style of play
: can turn him into a true
¢ match-winner.

Bought by Punjab Kings

¢ for 30 lakh rupees after
i showing great skill in the
i local league, Avinash wants
i to keep his natural aggres-
i sive nature. However, he is
i also learning how to play
i with more care and respon-
i sibility when the pressure is
¢ high.

Getting picked for the

Working with head coach

Ricky Ponting has been like

Avinash embraces TPL journey

© NEW DELHI

a dream come true. Avinash
grew up watching the Aus-
tralian legend play on televi-
sion. Now, getting tips from
him has helped him fix
small technical details in his
batting style.

Even though he wants to
be smart, Avinash does not
want to lose his fearless at-
titude.

He spends time watching
senior players to learn how
they handle tough bowlers.
He likes to stay calm at the
crease, whether it is the first
ball or the last ball of the
match.

Avinash also gives huge
credit to his elder brother,

who introduced

¢ Avinash’s journey ~ Boughtfor  him to the sport
{ to the big stage 30 lakh and guided him
i started after 3 solid like a mentor.
¢ seasons. His big- P ru_ptlaoe;.by With strong
{ gest moment LRl LSl family sup-
¢ came when he young Andhra port and big
. smashed an un- batter Pyla drea ms, the

¢ beaten 105 Avinash aims to young bat-
i runs from just i ter is fully
: 58 balls, hit- Shfzvav:iz:g il @a prepared
. ting 11 massive ~=D to help
. sixes. attacking his
. During that style under team
. special knock, he Coach win
¢ even hit 5 sixes ina i every
¢ single over. While Plf)l:]:z)r/lg single

game.

NEW DELHI

Experienced goalkeeper Savita
Punia believes the Indian women’s
hockey team has what it takes to
challenge any opponent at the up-
coming FIH Hockey Women’s
World Cup. Heading into her third
consecutive global tournament, the
veteran player feels ready to guide
her squad with a fresh sense of
confidence.

The team enters the World Cup
/ following a massive morale boost

after winning the FIH Nations

Cup. According to Savita, that

gold medal proved that India can

g0 toe-to-toe with powerhouse na-

tions like the Netherlands, Argen-
. tina, and Germany.

Hard-fought matches in past Pro
League games taught the players
that they truly belong among the
world’s best.

Beyond recent victories, Savita
highlighted a major shift in how
the players prepare. Unlike past
years when athletes relied solely
on coaches, today’s squad takes
full personal responsibility for

—
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their fitness, diet, and recovery.
Extra training hours have become
normal routine, especially for
goalkeepers who put in multiple
extra weekly sessions to stay sharp
under pressure.

As a senior leader, Savita aims
to lead by example, remaining
calm and steady when matches get

tough. She also praised team cap-
tain Salima Tete and vice-captain
Navneet Kaur, noting that their
strong partnership and energetic
playing style help keep the squad
tightly united. With great speed in
the midfield and strong defensive
organisation, the team feels thor-
oughly prepared.

Every single match at the World
Cup will present a tough chal-
lenge, and nobody expects an easy
path to victory. However, the
squad’s physical conditioning, tac-
tical awareness, and mental tough-
ness give them a genuine shot at a
podium finish. The players are
fully focused on executing their
game plan and playing to their ab-
solute strengths.

For Savita and her teammates,
this tournament is not just about
participation; it is a golden chance
to show the entire world how far
Indian women’s hockey has truly
evolved.

The countdown to glory has of-
ficially begun, and the entire na-
tion stands firmly behind them as
they chase history.
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Gold, silver
imports soften
inJuly

NEW DELHI
India’s gold and silver
imports softened in July
following a sharp in-
crease in customs duty
on these precious met-
als, according to data
released by the com-
merce ministry. While
gold imports rose by
only 4.77 per cent to
USD 4.16 billion, silver
imports dipped 66.1 per
cent to USD 171.68 mil-
lionin July, the data
showed. The govern-
ment has increased im-
port duty on precious
metals from 6 per cent
to 15 per cent effective
May 13.

Remain fully focused
ondriving growth:
TMPV

NEW DELHI
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles will remain ful-
ly focused on driving
growth, creating sus-
tained value for its
stakeholders, and its
capex plans will remain
unaffected by the immi-
nent change in leader-
ship of Tata Sons, its
Managing Director and
CEO Shailesh Chandra
said on Thursday. Tata
Motors (Passenger Ve-
hicles) has a clear strat-
egy and a strong man-
agement team focused
on execution. The com-
pany operates through a
robust governance pro-
cess and long-term
strategic plans, Chandra
said in an earnings call.

Microsoft slowly
pulls back
from China

BELJING
Tech giant Microsoft has
quietly shut down at least
15 branch offices and joint
ventures across China over
the past five years. Facing
intense pressure from strict
U.S. export controls and
China’s strong push for do-
mestic software, the com-
pany has chosen to scale
back its operations in the
region.Corporate filings
show that Microsoft even
considered completely
leaving the Chinese market
in 2023. Leadership felt the
rising geopolitical risks out-
weighed the financial re-
turns, especially since China
accounts for a tiny 1.5% of
the company’s total global
revenue. However, execu-
tives ultimately decided to
stay to maintain access to
world-class local engineer-
ing talent and service mas-
sive clients.Instead of tar-
geting government con-
tracts like it did in the
1990s, Microsoft found a
profitable niche helping
Chinese firms expand glob-
ally. Companies such as
TikTok’s owner ByteDance
and retailer Shein rely on
Microsoft’s cloud services
to manage overseas data.
Furthermore, Microsoft of-
fers these enterprises ex-
clusive access to cut-
ting-edge Western artificial
intelligence tools that are
otherwise unavailable with-
in the mainland market.

" ISRO Steps Up Space Debris Mitigation

ISRO is strengthening measures to address growing orbital debris and collision risks, with its
Debris Free Space Mission focusing on mitigation, satellite disposal and active debris removal.

NEW DELHI

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is step-
ping up efforts to tackle the
growing threat posed by Low
Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite
constellations and the accu-
mulation of space debris, the
Parliament was informed on
Thursday.

Minister of State for Sci-
ence and Technology Dr Ji-
tendra Singh said ISRO’s
‘Debris Free Space Mission’
would play a key role in safe-
guarding space assets and pre-
venting further generation of
orbital debris through Active
Debris Removal (ADR) and
other measures.

Responding in the Rajya
Sabha, Singh highlighted the
increasing collision risks cre-

()

ated by internet satellite con-
stellations, which can com-
prise thousands of satellites
operating in crowded orbital
regions. Some satellites may
also malfunction and lose
their ability to manoeuvre, in-
creasing the possibility of col-
lisions.

He said small, untraceable
debris posed an additional
challenge because such ob-
jects cannot be effectively

Highlights

ISRO’s Debris Free Space Mis-
sion targets orbital debris mit-
igation.

Growing satellite constellations
are increasing collision risks in
LEO.

Small, untraceable debris can
cause mission-ending spacecraft
damage.

India mandates internationally
recognised debris mitigation
guidelines.

avoided through colli-
sion-avoidance systems or
adequately shielded against.
An impact could cause mis-
sion-ending damage to a
spacecraft while generating
more debris.India’s institu-
tional engagement on the is-
sue includes ISRO’s member-

ship of the Inter-Agency
Space Debris Coordination
Committee (IADC), the rec-
ognised international body
dealing with space debris
monitoring and mitigation,
since 1996.Singh said the In-
dian Space Policy mandates
adoption of internationally
recognised space debris miti-
gation guidelines, including
provisions for satellite end-of-
life disposal. The 2024 norms
issued by IN-SPACe also en-
courage Indian space entities
to undertake post-mission
disposal or ensure assets nat-
urally decay from orbit within
a limited period.India is also
represented in UN-COPUOS
and other international forums
dealing with space sustain-
ability, situational awareness
and debris mitigation.

INDIA'S JULY EXPORTS
SURGE DESPITE TENSIONS

India’s merchandise éxports climbed nearly 20 pe;' cent in July, even as
geopolitical tensions and higher crude prices widened the trade deficit.

NEW DELHI

India’s merchandise exports
rose 19.6 per cent to $44.24
billion in July from $40.41
billion in June, despite contin-
ued uncertainty in global mar-
kets caused by the ongoing
conflict in the Middle East.

Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agarwal said the in-
crease was driven by higher
shipments of electronics, en-
gineering and marine prod-
ucts, along with petroleum
goods. India’s exports to West
Asian countries also increased
8.62 per cent to $5.7 billion
during July.

However, imports recorded
a sharper increase, rising to
$76.22 billion in July from
$70.84 billion in June. The
rise was attributed largely to
higher global crude oil prices
amid continued disruptions
around the Strait of Hormuz,

Trade Snapshot:

= July exports: $44.24 billion

= July imports: $76.22 billion

= Trade deficit: $31.98 billion

m West Asia exports: $5.7 billion

m April-July exports: 173.78 billion

m April-July imports: 292.38 billion

a critical route through which
about 20 per cent of the
world’s oil and gas exports
transit.

The situation has been fur-
ther complicated by Houthi
attacks on shipping near the
Red Sea, restricting move-
ment of oil and other goods
from the Gulf and adding
pressure to global supply
chains.

As imports outpaced ex-
ports, India’s merchandise
trade deficit widened to

$31.98 billion in July from
$30.43 billion in June.

The government, however,
said the widening deficit
largely reflected higher im-
ports of essential and produc-
tive goods required for eco-
nomic growth, industrialisa-
tion and export competitive-
ness, rather than a structural
weakness in the external sec-
tor.

Crude oil, electronic goods,
machinery, capital goods,
gold, precious stones, fer-
tilisers and intermediate in-
puts account for a significant
share of India’s imports.
These are needed for domes-
tic consumption, energy secu-
rity, manufacturing, infra-
structure and industrial ex-
pansion.During April-July,
exports increased 17.04 per
cent to $173.78 billion, while
imports rose 19.27 per cent to
$292.38 billion.

Pakistan’s debt
swells 75 pc to
Rs 83.6 trillion in
four years

NEW DELHI

Pakistan's federal government
debt has surged by 75 per cent
over the past four years de-
spite a sharp rise in revenues
and repeated fiscal tightening
measures under International
Monetary Fund (IMF)-backed
programmes, a report has
said.A report by The Express
Tribune citing the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) -- said the
federal government's debt, ex-
cluding IMF borrowings and
certain other liabilities held
on the central bank's balance
sheet, rose to Rs 83.6 trillion
by the end of June 2026.

It further showed that the
debt stock increased by Rs
35.8 trillion (Pakistani rupee)
compared with June 2022,
when the Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement-led government
presented its first budget after
assuming power.Moreover,
federal debt grew by Rs 5.8
trillion or 7.3 per cent during
the last fiscal year alone.

Centre Clears Farm
Funds for States

NEW DELHI

Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Thursday
approved financial alloca-
tions of Rs 340.59 crore for
Rajasthan and Rs 265.12
crore for Telangana under the
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana (PM-
RKVY) and the Krishonnati
Yojana, aiming to accelerate
agricultural development and
improve delivery of benefits
to farmers.

The approvals were issued
during a virtual meeting
chaired by Chouhan from
Bhopal with Rajasthan Agri-
culture Minister Kirori Lal
Meena and Telangana Agri-
culture Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao. Agriculture
Secretary Atish Chandra and
senior officials from the
Union Government and the
two states also participated.

The financial releases fol-
lowed a review of the annual
action plans approved during
the respective Project Ap-
proval Committee meetings,
utilisation of the first mother
sanction and expenditure
progress recorded so far.

Chouhan appreciated Tel-
angana’s new model for
Farmer ID and fertiliser dis-
tribution, saying the initiative
could help make delivery of
services more transparent
and effective for farmers.

However, he noted that ex-

ao

“The financial approvals are aimed at
ensuring the timely and effective
implementation of agricultural
schemes in the states.”

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan

penditure under the Oilseeds
and Pulses Missions in Tel-
angana was behind schedule.

He stressed the need for
regular monitoring of expen-
diture and implementation
progress to ensure that allo-
cated resources translate into
tangible outcomes.

For Rajasthan, the Union
Minister called for special
attention to the Kisan Credit
Card situation. He empha-
sised that farmers should re-
ceive timely and hassle-free
access to institutional credit
support.

Chouhan said the approv-
als were intended to ensure
timely and effective imple-
mentation of agricultural
schemes. He stressed coordi-
nation between the Centre
and states to strengthen re-
sources, technical assistance
and monitoring.

The allocations are expect-
ed to support agricultural in-
frastructure, productivity
enhancement, input assis-
tance and farmer welfare ac-
tivities in both states, while
accelerating implementation
at the ground level.

India’s installed power capacity reaches 552 GW

NEW DELHI

India’s total installed power ca-
pacity reached 552 GW in July
2026, up from 249 GW in
2014, a government factsheet
said on Thursday, adding that
non-fossil capacity reached
300.50 GW (as of July 31,
2026), accounting for over 54
per cent of total installed capac-
ity.India ranks third globally in
renewable energy installed ca-
pacity. India’s installed solar
capacity has reached 164.59
GW (as of July 31, 2026), ris-
ing from 2.8 GW in 2014.

Solar is now the largest com-
ponent of India’s renewable
energy capacity. India became
the world’s second-largest solar
growth market in 2025, adding
more than 37 GW of solar ca-
pacity, compared with 34 GW
added by the United States, the
factsheet informed.Launched
with a total outlay of Rs 75,021
crore for 1 crore households in
February 2024, the PM-Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana has
seen 51.58 lakh households
benefiting from rooftop solar
installations across the country
(As of August 12, 2026).

Air India begins rigorous
drug screening for all
group pilots

NEW DELHI

Air India has begun conduct-
ing mandatory screening of
all pilots across the group for
substances or medications
prohibited under aviation
regulations as part of a mea-
sure aimed at reinforcing
safety standards and public
confidence, as per sources on
Thursday.

The letter addressed to pi-
lots said that the testing pro-
gramme begins on August 13
and covers all group pilots.

The Tata Group-owned
carrier said Air India has his-
torically built its reputation
on the professionalism, skill
and commitment to safety
demonstrated by its pilots
and other employees and
stressed that maintaining
public trust remains a top pri-
ority.

Many of you have recently
reached out to share the same
sentiment, the airline said in
the communication.

NEW DELHI

MANUFACTURING GROWTH DRIVERS

Air India noted that it al-
ready complies with all re-
quirements prescribed by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), which it
said are broadly aligned with
practices followed in major
aviation markets, including
Europe and the United
States.

However, the airline said it
had decided to go beyond ex-
isting regulatory require-
ments.

Accordingly, we have de-
cided to undertake a full
screening of all Group pilots
for any substances or medi-
cations that are not permitted
under prevailing regulations,
the communication said.

The testing will be manda-
tory and will be conducted
alongside training sessions at
the Gurugram Academy, after
flights at Flight Briefing
Centres and Air India offices
or at designated locations
across pilots' operating bases,
the airline said.

Govt Weighs
MDR On Select
Transactions

NEW DELHI

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Q1
profit plunges 80 pc to Rs 775 crore

MUMBAI

The government is consider-
ing restoring the merchant
discount rate (MDR) on cer-
tain high-value UPI transac-
tions or introducing a tiered
incentive structure to gradu-
ally reduce government sup-
port for the digital payments
ecosystem, the Finance Min-
istry has told a Parliamentary
panel.

In a reply to the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Finance, the Department of
Financial Services (DFS) has
said that it was examining
the two options in view of
the sustainability of the Uni-
fied Payments Interface
(UPI) ecosystem and the bur-
den on the government ex-
chequer.

The department is examin-
ing the feasibility of restor-
ing MDR for certain
high-threshold transactions
or merchants and a tiered in-
centive structure that would
phase out government sup-
port over the next few years.

ness and value addition, and

NITI Aayog Flags Key Manufacturmg Sectors

il s

NITI Aayog on Thursday
identified four high-potential
manufacturing sectors —
chemicals, textiles, telecom
and network equipment, and
solar photovoltaic manufac-
turing — that could play a
significant role in India’s am-
bition to emerge as a global
manufacturing powerhouse.
The sectors have been high-
lighted in a report titled ‘Key
Sectors to Position India as a
Global Manufacturing Hub’,
which examines India’s man-
ufacturing landscape against
global trends, sectoral growth
opportunities and internation-

NITI AAYOG
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al benchmarks.

The report assesses several
factors that determine manu-
facturing competitiveness,
including market potential,
infrastructure readiness, poli-
cy support, availability of raw
materials, technology readi-
ness, employment potential

and India’s existing position
in global value chains.
According to NITI Aayog,
the exercise aims to identify
sectors where India has sub-
stantial growth potential and
where targeted interventions
can strengthen domestic capa-
bilities, improve competitive-

accelerate export- oriented
manufacturing.

The current edition covers
four sectors, while reports ex-
amining eight additional sec-
tors are expected to follow.

The chemicals industry has
been identified as an import-
ant area for increasing domes-
tic value addition. It is broad-
ly driven by petrochemicals
and organic chemicals, spe-
cialty chemicals and inorgan-
ic chemicals. Petrochemicals
and organic chemicals form
the largest segment, covering
polymers, synthetic fibres,
performance plastics, inter-
mediates and other products.

Tata Motors Passenger Vehi-
cles Limited on Thursday re-
ported a sharp decline in prof-
itability for the first quarter of
FY27, with consolidated net
profit falling more than 80 per
cent year-on-year (YoY).

According to the company's
regulatory filing, consolidated
net profit dropped 80.3 per
cent to Rs 775 crore in the
June quarter from Rs 3,924
crore in the corresponding pe-
riod last financial year (Ql
FY26).

The automaker's revenue
rose 9.3 per cent year-on-year
(YoY) to Rs 95,799 crore,
compared with Rs 87,677
crore in the year-ago quarter,
it added in its filing. At the
operating level, performance
remained under pressure.
EBITDA declined 17.2 per
cent to Rs 6,326 crore during

TATA MOTORS

the quarter from Rs 7,639
crore a year earlier.

As a result, the company's
EBITDA margin narrowed to
6.6 per cent, compared with
8.7 per cent in the corre-
sponding quarter of the previ-
ous financial year, as per the
filing.Commenting on the
performance, Shailesh Chan-
dra, Managing Director &
CEO, Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Limited said that Q1
FY27 marked a strong start to
the year for Tata Motors PV,
with industry-beating 46 per
cent YoY volume growth
driven by robust customer de-

mand and the success of our
recent launches.

Our leadership in electric
mobility strengthened further,
with record quarterly EV vol-
umes of over 34,000 units and
112 per cent YoY growth, he
added.

The new avatars of Tiago
and Punch have received a
strong response, with robust
bookings across powertrains,
reinforcing the strength of our
multi-powertrain strategy. We
are encouraged by the grow-
ing adoption of EVs across
segments and the rapid main-
streaming of electric mobility
in India, Chandra noted.

Dhiman Gupta, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, TMPVL said:
Q1 FY27 was a quarter where
we focused on carrying for-
ward the growth momentum
in the domestic business and
preparing for an important
transition year at JLR.

Mukesh Ambani strengthening financial services

MUMBAI

It was BlackRock in 2023,
Allianz in 2025 and now
Bank of America in 2026.
Mukesh Ambani is rapidly
gaining muscle in India’s vast
and rapidly growing financial
services industry through
partnerships with titans of
global finance. Jio Financial
Services (JFS) and Bank of
America (BofA) announced a
definitive agreement, under
which the US banking giant
would pick up 49.9 per cent
interest and become a joint
venture partner in JFS’
non-banking financial subsid-
iary Jio Credit Limited. Bank
of America’s investment, in-
cluding the equity shares and
warrants (if fully subscribed),
would be to the tune of $1.9
billion (Rs 18,268 crore).
JFS demerged from Reli-
ance Industries in July 2023.

That same year, JFS an-
nounced a partnership with
BlackRock, the largest asset
manager in the world with
more than $15 trillion in as-
sets under management. That
joint venture agreement,
where both JFS and Black-
Rock targeted an initial in-
vestment of $150 million
each, saw them set up a mutu-
al fund business in India. The
partnership between the two
also separately spans broking
and wealth management.

The asset management
business has been growing
steadily, with assets under
management (AUM) touching
Rs 18,412 crore in the quarter
ended June 2026.

In July 2025, JFS and Eu-
ropean insurance major Alli-
anz announced binding agree-
ment to form a 50:50 reinsur-
ance JV. In April 2026, JFS
and Allianz announced a

50:50 primary insurance JV
that would cover general and
health insurance.

With the asset management
and insurance piece in place,
JFS is now looking to bolster
its lending business.

According to JFES, Jio
Credit (JCL) is already among
the fastest growing NBFCs
having garnered AUM of Rs
30,667 crore in just two years
of operations, as of June 30,
2026.

The investment in JCL will
allow BofA to expand its par-
ticipation in India, which re-
mains the fastest growing
large economy in the world.

India’s NBFC space is
dominated by several large
and well entrenched players
such as Bajaj Finance, Shri-
ram Finance, L&T Finance,
Tata Capital, Cholamandalam
Investment and Mahindra Fi-
nance.




Janhvi Kapoor rumored as
tribal queen in‘Raaka’

ig rumors are floating
Baround the film industry

about the upcoming sci-
ence-fiction movie "Raaka," di-
rected by hitmaker Atlee and star-
ring star actor Allu Arjun. The
massive project is already grab-
bing heavy attention from fans
because it will mix ancient Vedic
and Purana history with modern
times. Reports state that themes of
past life rebirth and revenge will
drive the main plot.

While top actress Deepika
Padukone is already locked in as
the primary female lead, fresh
gossip from Bollywood says the
script needs 2 more important her-
oines. Current rumors suggest that
popular young stars Janhvi Ka-
poor and Rashmika Mandanna
might join the heavy star cast to
play crucial characters. Insiders
claim that Janhvi Kapoor could

released any official word.

Right now, the cast and crew are
busy shooting key scenes in Mum-
bai. The high-budget production
aims to give viewers a unique cin-
ematic experience by blending old
mythology with futuristic sci-fi
action. Fans eagerly wait for an
official statement from the produc-
tion house to clear up the rumors
about the full cast. If everything
goes according to the current plan,
the big-budget entertainer is
scheduled to hit the silver screen
worldwide in December next year.

portray a fierce tribal queen
whose part holds a very vital place
in the film's timeline. Meanwhile,
talk suggests that Rashmika Man-
danna might step into the shoes of
a legendary savior. However, film
lovers should note that none of
these casting reports are con-
firmed yet, as the makers have not

Arjun's high-
budget sci-fi
film "Raaka"
blends
ancient
Vedic
history
with
futuristic
action.

DHARMAN: Rajinikanth starrer eyes Pongal 2027

Excitement is growing among movie fans
as the team behind the upcoming action
drama "Dharman" shares a major production
update. The film brings a massive opportu-
nity for young director Ashwath Marimuthu,
who gets to direct veteran superstar Ra-
jinikanth in a grand project.

The makers released a special video to
mark a fresh milestone, confirming that the
2nd schedule of shooting has officially start-
ed with Rajinikanth joining the sets. Produc-
tion is moving forward at a very fast pace,
and the team is working hard to meet their

Atlee and Allu
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The project boasts a talented star cast,
with actresses Simran and Raashii Khanna
playing crucial roles alongside the main
lead. Meanwhile, popular musician Anirudh
Ravichander is on board to compose the
soundtrack, promising a high-energy musi-
cal score that will match the grand scale of
the production.

With the second schedule now
underway, the film crew remains
fully focused on completing the
remaining portions on time. Fans
and trade analysts are keeping a
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ovie fans are buzzing
with excitement as
the new drama "Vishwa-
5 nath & Sons" gets ready
¥ to hit the big screen. The
) hype grew even bigger
after well-known producer
Naga Vamsi shared a very
bold statement on so-
cial media about
how good the
movie truly is.
Vamsi took
to the internet
to tell fans
that his
team feels
extremely
proud of
‘- = this proj-
;_?‘: y. | ect. He
wer" Y wrote that
it has been
*4 6 full years
“‘,i since he felt this
'9 . level of pure
’ confidence in
b any film
made under
their banner.
According to him,
the story is power-
ful enough to
make viewers
laugh out loud,
shed real tears,
and feel a deep
mix of different
emotions. He be-
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M Producer Vamsi hypes
Vishwanath & Sons

lieves people will walk out of the
cinema hall with the movie staying
in their thoughts for a long time.

Directed by talented filmmaker
Venky Atluri, the movie features star
actor Suriya in the lead role along-
side the lovely Mamitha Baiju. The
promotional trailers and songs re-
leased so far have already caught the
attention of the public, building a
solid and positive mood before
opening day. Fans have praised the
colorful look and the fresh pairing of
the main stars.

Industry experts are paying close
attention because Vamsi boldly com-
pared the potential success of this
project to his previous mega-hit,
"Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo." If his
strong words turn out to be true, the
team could be looking at a massive
box office victory this weekend.

Aside from the lead actors, the
film features a talented supporting
cast including senior stars Radhika
Sarathkumar and Raveena Tandon,
along with comedian Viva Harsha.
Music director G V Prakash Kumar
has provided the tunes, which have
already become popular among lis-
teners.

With advance ticket bookings
looking steady and positive energy
surrounding the project, all eyes
now turn to release. Families and
movie lovers will finally get to see
if the emotional drama lives up to all
the heavy praise. The stage is fully
set for a grand theatrical arrival.

Salman & Sanjay reunite in 7 Dogs

goal of releasing the movie during the Pon-
gal festival in 2027.

Produced under the banner of legendary
actor Kamal Haasan, the high-budget film
features Rajinikanth playing the unique role

of a doctor. While the initial title poster cre-
ated a lot of buzz online, this latest video
update has given fans another reason to cel-
ebrate as work on the movie continues
smoothly.

close eye on the development of
this massive collaboration between
some of the biggest names in the
film industry. The stage is set for a
major cinematic treat next year.

ovie excitement is
touching new heights as
the official trailer for actor
Ravi Teja’s upcoming film,
"Trumudi," dropped recently
to a very warm public re-
sponse. Directed by filmmak-
er Shiva Nirvana, this emo-
tional family drama has quick-
ly become one of the most
talked-about projects heading
to the big screen this season.
The newly released video
gives fans a clear look into a
very different side of the star
actor. Known widely for

high-energy action films,
Ravi Teja steps into a ground-
ed role as a flawed mid-
dle-class family man. The
story puts a strong spotlight
on his tender relationship with
his young daughter, played by
child artist Baby Nakshathra,
while actress Priya Bhavani
Shankar plays his loving wife.

The trailer shows how un-
expected personal struggles
and heavy challenges shake
their quiet household. To re-
gain control of his life and
win back his family's trust,

Ravi Teja starrer ‘Irumudi’ trailer creates buzz

the lead character takes on a
spiritual path, committing to
a sacred pilgrimage. Viewers
have heavily praised Ravi
Teja's intense emotional de-
livery and the unique plot,
which builds great curiosity
ahead of the premiere.

Backed by major produc-
ers Mythri Movie Makers,
the movie also features mu-
sic composed by G V
Prakash Kumar, whose back-
ground score in the trailer
added extra depth to the
emotional scenes.

ollywood megastar Sal-

man Khan has officially
launched the high-octane Indi-
an release trailer for the global
action thriller "7 Dogs." Set to
hit local silver screens on Au-
gust 21, the project has al-
ready sent shockwaves
through the entertainment in-
dustry by marking a major
screen reunion for legendary
stars Salman Khan and Sanjay
Dutt.

The action-packed promo
gives fans a thrilling glimpse
of the iconic duo sharing the
screen in a gritty international
setting. Their special appear-
ances have instantly spiked
anticipation for the multi-na-
tional project, which bridges
talent from India, Egypt, Hol-
lywood, Europe, and West
Asia. Egyptian heavyweights
Ahmed Ezz and Karim Abdel
Aziz lead the story, supported

by a massive global ensemble.

The star-studded interna-
tional cast features top-tier
names like Monica Bellucci,
Giancarlo Esposito, Tara
Emad, Nasser Al-Qasabi, and
Max Huang. Produced by Sela
Studios alongside the General
Entertainment Authority and
Riyadh Season, the movie is
helmed by acclaimed directors
Adil El Arbi and Bilall Fallah,
who previously directed Hol-
lywood hits like "Bad Boys
for Life." The original story
concept and co-writing credit
belong to Turki Alalshikh.

To match its massive scale,
the production brought in
top-tier Hollywood stunt tal-
ent. Combat sequences were
developed with 87Eleven, the
renowned action team behind
the "John Wick" franchise.
Veteran stunt coordinator Ste-
phen Dunleavy, whose credits

include "Mad Max: Fury
Road," led the complex action
design to ensure a world-class
visual spectacle for viewers.

Expressing their excitement
over the upcoming Indian pre-
miere, directors Adil and Bi-
lall noted that the unique
blend of global performers is
what makes the project truly
special. With advance buzz
hitting record levels, Indian
action lovers are preparing for
a massive cinematic treat
when the global blockbuster
finally lands in local theaters
next week.

Dulquer Salmaan'’s
‘I'm Game’ targets
September release

ans waiting to watch Dulquer Salmaan on the big screen

will need to wait a little longer. The makers of his
upcoming action thriller movie, "I’'m Game," have
officially announced that the film is postponed
from its previous release date of August 20, 2026.
It will now open in theaters worldwide on Sep-
tember 3, 2026.

The production team shared this update online,
explaining that the short delay was made to en-
sure a much bigger rollout. Instead of a lim-
ited opening, the team wants to give the proj-
ect a massive platform across multiple re-
gions. Because of this updated plan, the
movie will now hit the silver screen simul-
taneously in five different languages - Ma-
layalam, Telugu, Hindi, Tamil, and Kan-
nada.

While talking about the change, the
team apologized to excited fans for push-
ing back the date. However, they promised
that the extra time will help the project
achieve the grand scale and reach it truly de-
serves. They believe that viewers in different
parts of the country deserve to experience the
high-octane drama properly on a large can-
vas.

Directed by Nahas Hidhayath, the
movie features Dulquer Salmaan in
the main role. It also stars a strong
supporting cast including Kayadu
Lohar, Antony Varghese, Myss-
kin, Kathir, and Samyuktha
Viswanathan. The recently started
promotional campaign had already
built solid excitement, and the team
hopes this wider strategy will pay off
at the box office next month.

Dulquer
Salmaan's
action thriller "I'm
Game," directed by
Nahas Hidhayath, has
been postponed to
September 3 for a
wider pan-India

release. I

Sunny Deol leads historical drama Batwara 1947

Anticipation is reaching a fever
pitch for the historical drama
"Batwara 1947," which hits silver
screens on August 14. Ahead of the
public premiere, well-known film-
maker Ramesh Taurani attended a
special screening alongside producer
Aamir Khan and actor Ali Fazal, later
taking to social media to share glow-
ing praise.

Taurani described the project as a
deeply sensitive, emotional, and hu-
manity-glorifying story that viewers
should catch on opening day. He
highlighted how the plot serves as a
powerful reminder of human resil-
ience and compassion during one of
history's darkest chapters. He strong-

ly urged audiences not to miss the
theatrical experience.

The filmmaker also applauded the
stellar star cast, singling out lead ac-
tor Sunny Deol for delivering a terrif-
ic and impactful perfor-
mance. He expressed joy
at seeing Preity Zinta
return to the big screen,
while praising Shabana
Azmi, Ali Fazal, and
Karan Deol for adding
deep authenticity to their
respective characters. Actor Abhi-
manyu Singh received special men-
tion for his unsettling and compelling
portrayal of the villain.

Helmed by veteran director Rajku-

“AAMIR KHAN PRODUCTIONS

mar Santoshi, the narrative follows a
Muslim man who moves to Pakistan
during the Partition, only to discover
a Hindu woman living in his new
home. He takes up the heavy respon-
sibility of protecting her
- while keeping his own
A~ family safe.
M The movie also marks
- Preity Zinta's comeback
¢ after a decade and fea-
tures the first on-screen
collaboration between
Sunny Deol and his son Karan.
Backed by Aamir Khan Produc-
tions, the project faces a box office
clash with Emraan Hashmi’s " Awara-
pan2."

Fahadh Faasil starrer
drops ‘Cakeu Walku’ track

Movie excitement skyrock-

eted as the makers of ac-
tor Fahadh Faasil’s upcoming
film, "Don’t Trouble the Trou-
ble," officially released the
very first track. Titled "Cakeu
Walku," the catchy music video
gives fans a clear look at Fa-
hadh playing a quirky character
named Suri, setting a fun tone
for the project.

The lively song quickly
grabbed widespread attention,
even catching the eye of global
star Priyanka Chopra. She
shared a glimpse of the track
on social media, cheering on
presenter SS Karthikeya with

an excited message.
Karthikeya, known for his as-
sociation with the massive
"Baahubali" team, is presenting
this high-energy fantasy enter-
tainer alongside veteran pro-
ducers Shobu Yarlagadda and
Prasad Devineni.

Talented musician Kaala
Bhairava composed the lively
track and even appeared in the
special music video alongside
Fahadh Faasil and co-star
Ssara. Kaala Bhairava co-wrote
the lyrics with MC Hari, creat-
ing a track that matches Fa-
hadh's wild and chaotic energy
from his past hits.

‘Jai Hind Jai Sindh is my best work...’

Movie excitement sky-
rocketed as the mak-

ers of actor Fahadh Faasil’s
upcoming film, "Don’t
Trouble the Trouble," offi-
cially released the very
first track. Titled "Cakeu
Walku," the catchy music
video gives fans a clear
look at Fahadh playing a
quirky character named
Suri, setting a fun tone for
the project.

The lively song quickly
grabbed widespread atten-
tion, even catching the eye
of global star Priyanka
Chopra. She shared a
glimpse of the track on so-
cial media, cheering on
presenter SS Karthikeya

with an excited message.
Karthikeya, known for his
association with the mas-
sive "Baahubali" team, is
presenting this high-ener-
gy fantasy entertainer
alongside veteran produc-
ers Shobu Yarlagadda and
Prasad Devineni.

Talented musician Kaala
Bhairava composed the
lively track and even ap-
peared in the special music
video alongside Fahadh
Faasil and co-star Ssara.

Kaala Bhairava co-wrote
the lyrics with MC Hari,
creating a track that
matches Fahadh's wild and
chaotic energy from his
past hits.
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