
‘Power to Empower’: PM Modi’s new mantra
BLOOMBERG NEW ECONOMY FORUM 

NEW DELHI
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday unveiled his 
“power to empower” vision, 
emphasising that the real ques-
tion was not who possessed 
power but how it was being 
utilised to benefit people.

Speaking at the Bloomberg 
New Economy Forum in New 
Delhi, the PM said the Centre 
has embodied the principle of 
Power to Empower in its gov-
ernance approach and work 
culture. 

“India’s progress is rooted 
in collective growth and 
shared opportunities,” he said, 
adding that power is not just 
the ability to move ahead, but 
it is also the ability to empow-
er others. 
‘Digital power opened up 
greater openings for India’
Modi said that in the present 
era, digital power has emerged 
as one of the key drivers of 
this transformation and is play-
ing a significant role in ad-
vancing this vision. “The digi-
tal power has opened up great-
er opportunities for India.”

The Prime Minister said that 
India’s economic growth is 
taking place on a strong foun-
dation amidst global uncer-
tainty. The GDP growth stood 

at 7.8% in the first quarter of 
this financial year. 

He highlighted that today, 
India’s foreign exchange re-
serves exceed 700 billion dol-
lars and the banking system is 
in its strongest position in 
many decades. India’s reform 
express continues to move 
ahead at high speed.
‘India progressing,  
carrying everyone along’
He said that India’s progress in 
the 21st century is a story of 
advancing together with ev-
eryone and carrying everyone 
along. Whenever the world 
needs a steady pillar, India ex-
tends its hand in support, rec-
ognizing its responsibility. 

He further said today, India 
is home to more than 2,000 
Global Capability Centres that 
are providing services to com-
panies across the world.

The Prime Minister said 
technology, data, knowledge 
and innovation have become 
important sources of power in 
the 21st century. The govern-
ment constant endeavour is to 
ensure that India’s capabilities 
open new doors of opportunity 
for other countries as well. 

“India is the Mother of De-
mocracy and it has over 100 
languages, around 80,000 reg-
istered newspapers and publi-
cations, and more than 1,000 
satellite television channels.” 
He highlighted that India had 
lifted 25 crore people out of 
poverty over the past decade. 
‘India’s startup ecosystem 
shows steady growth’ 
Modi said India’s startup eco-
system has expanded signifi-
cantly since 2014, with the 
number of startups crossing 
2,50,000. He noted that nearly 

half of these startups come from 
smaller cities and towns, while 
more than 45% have at least one 
woman director or partner.

Emphasising the wider sig-
nificance of innovation, PM 
Modi said turning ideas into 
products and problems into 
solutions was an important ca-
pability, but its impact in-
creased when more people had 

access to such opportunities.
“Friends, the power of inno-

vation is also like this. Turning 
an idea into a product and a 
problem into a solution is a 
great capability in itself. But 
when more and more people in 
society get this opportunity, 
the balance of power is main-
tained, and its impact increas-
es manifold,” he added.
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PM Modi's core philosophy
PM Modi said that in the 21st century, technology, 

data, knowledge, and innovation are the main sources of power, and the 
key question is how that power is used rather than who holds it.

Redefining power

Shift in perspective: He emphasized moving:
 From power to control  to power to enable.
 From power to compete  to power to collaborate.
 From power to succeed  to power to help others succeed.

EXAMPLES PUT FORTH
Digital public infra: Highlighted India's use 

of open-source systems like the CoWIN plat-
form during COVID-19 and sharing digital public 

goods with other nations.

Startup ecosystem & connectivity: 
Mentioned that India’s startup ecosystem 
has grown to over 2,50,000 startups (with 

nearly half from smaller towns and over 45% 
having at least one woman director), and af-
fordable mobile data has allowed small vil-

lage shopkeepers to reach wider markets.

Global reliability: Described India as 
a trusted, stable partner amid global 

uncertainties, noting an economic 
growth rate of 7.8% in the first quar-

ter of the 2026–27 financial year.

JAM trinity & DBT: Noted how the Jan 
Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile trinity and Direct Benefit 
Transfer systems directly linked citizens to gov-

ernance and reduced corruption.

Inclusive growth & poverty reduction: 
Stated that India lifted 25 crore people out of poverty 
over the past decade, arguing that governance should 
empower citizens instead of making them dependent.

QUICK READ
Anti-drug activist shot 

dead by medical store 
owner in Punjab

Drones hit ships in Black 
Sea, sinking one, 
prompting rescue ops

CHANDIGARH
Anti-drug activist Parvinder 
Singh alias Jhota, known for 

raising his voice against drug 
abuse and the illegal sale of 

addictive substances at 
chemist shops, was shot 

dead in broad daylight in a 
busy market in Punjab’s 

Mansa town. Police are on 
the lookout for the medical 

store owner, who chased 
and opened fire on the activ-

ist and his companions as 
the public watched in horror, 
allegedly enraged over being 

questioned for the sale of 
addictive drugs to an elderly 
man. The incident has invit-
ed widespread condemna-
tion from political leaders, 

who cornered the ruling AAP 
government over the deteri-

oration of law and order in 
the state. Following the mur-
der, the activist’s supporters 

held a protest outside the 
Civil Hospital in Mansa, while 
his family refused to cremate 

the body. Jhota’s father 
slammed the AAP govern-

ment, saying that drugs are 
sold openly in the state and 

his son was killed while fight-
ing the menace.

SOFIA
Drones struck two ships in 
the Black Sea off Bulgaria 
on Tuesday, sinking one and 
prompting emergency res-
cue operations, Prime Minis-
ter Rumen Radev said.  Res-
cuers evacuated all 15 crew 
members from one ship, the 
Maltese-flagged Chelsea 3, 
with five receiving treatment 
for minor injuries, Radev said 
in a video posted to social 
media. The crew, which in-
cluded seven Ukrainian citi-
zens and eight Azerbaijan 
citizens, reported the ship’s 
deck and hull were hit by 
three aerial drones. One 
crew member from the 
sunken vessel was rescued, 
Radev added, without pro-
viding details about the oth-
ers aboard. The strikes on 
the two ships occurred 18 
and 17 miles (29 and 27.5 
km) from the Bulgarian 
coast. During an emergency 
meeting of Bulgaria’s Securi-
ty Council on Tuesday, 
Radev called the attacks 
“absolutely unacceptable” 
and said Bulgaria was seek-
ing NATO and European Un-
ion assistance.
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UPI USERS BREATHE EASY!
MDR ON TRANSACTIONS OVER RS 2,000 DEFERRED FOR NOW

The new NPCI framework, announced September 15,  
was scheduled to take effect on October 15.

The fresh rule prescribed a 0.4% fee on eligible bank account-funded  
merchant payments above Rs 2,000, capped at Rs 300 per transaction.

NEW DELHI
 

In a major relief to UPI users, 
the decision to levy a Mer-
chant Discount Rate (MDR) 
of 0.4% on transactions over 
Rs 2,000 has been deferred, 
with NPCI on Tuesday saying 
a new date for the implemen-
tation will be decided after 
Diwali.

According to the National 
Payments Corporation of In-
dia (NPCI) circular issued last 
month, a 0.4$ MDR was to be 
levied on Person-to-Merchant 
UPI payments above Rs 2,000 
from October 15.

Festive season relief
"UPI and Services Steering 
Committee today decided 
that, keeping in mind the fes-
tive season, Merchant Dis-
count Rate (MDR) on select 
Person-to-Merchant (P2M) 
UPI transactions shall be im-
plemented immediately post 
Diwali on a date to be notified 
separately," NPCI said in a 
statement.

The MDR has to be paid by 
merchants, not consumers, 
and capped at Rs 300 for 
transactions of Rs 75,000 or 
more.

The decision to defer has 
come amidst allegations by 
the Opposition, which termed 
it a tax, and said that the levy 
on specified UPI transactions 
above Rs 2,000 will burden 
consumers.
Details of proposed MDR
As per the circular dated Sep-
tember 15, payments between 
individuals, as well as the vast 
majority of everyday mer-
chant payments were to re-
main free.

Essential services, such as 

railways, telecom, fuel, and 
insurance, were to attract a 
flat Rs 5 fee per transaction 

above Rs 2,000. Capital mar-
kets transactions (mutual 
funds, stockbroking) were to 

get a lower 0.02 per cent rate, 
also capped at Rs 300.

The National Payments 
Corporation, which operates 
the UPI platform, decided to 
levy MDR on certain UPI 
transactions aimed at creating 
a sustainable revenue frame-
work for the digital payments 
ecosystem.

As per the NPCI, the 
amount collected will be 
shared among banks and other 
entities in the UPI ecosystem.

Of the MDR collected, 40% 
will go to customers' banks, 
30% to payment gateways, 
20% to the UPI app and the 
remaining 10% to the spon-
soring bank of the UPI app.

Industry reaction
Welcoming the decision, the 
Confederation of All India 
Traders (CAIT) said the gov-
ernment's move to defer the 
proposed MDR charges on 
UPI transactions is "timely 
and pragmatic", particularly 
during the crucial festive and 
wedding season, when mil-
lions of traders and MSMEs 
depend on higher business 
volumes.

"Additional transaction 
costs could have placed an 
avoidable burden on mer-
chants operating on thin mar-
gins and discouraged the wid-
er acceptance of digital pay-
ments," CAIT said.

It shared that the decision 
follows the meeting held on 
September 30, 2026, when a 
delegation of around 20 trade 
leaders met Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and high-
lighted the implications of the 
proposed 0.4% MDR on UPI 
transactions exceeding Rs 
2,000.

Net closing around Modi, 
Shah, Gyanesh: RaGa

Rahul hosts high tea for 
INDIA bloc, says 

resistance to continue 
and will triumph.

NEW DELHI
 

Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on Tues-
day stepped up his attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di-led government at the Centre, 
saying democracy has been "de-
stroyed" under the ruling dis-
pensation, and the Opposition is 
fighting together to restore "de-
mocracy" in the country.

Rahul, who, along with Leader 
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha 
and Congress chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge, has been spreading the 
INDIA bloc protest alleging 
"vote theft" by the ruling BJP 
through Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar, vowed 
that "those responsible, including 
PM Modi, Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Gyanesh Kumar, and oth-
ers, will be brought to justice".

Addressing the INDIA bloc's 
joint press conference at his of-
ficial residence here, following 
a high tea hosted by him for the 
Opposition leaders, leaders of 
student organisations, and civil 

societies, he said, "As I said 
yesterday, there are no parallel 
protests; there is one singular 
protest, and the protest has one 
mission- ‘Restoration of De-
mocracy in India’. 

On Jantar Mantar, which was 
denotified as a protest site, he 
said, "The one method of expres-
sion of democracy was Jan-
tar-Mantar, and now, the govern-
ment has decided that Jantar 
Mantar can no longer be used to 
express democratic feelings. 
Well, we are going to challenge 
that idea." "It is not going to be 
so simple for the government to 
decide that the Indian people 
will not fight for their voice. 
The people who have done this 
- Mr Modi, who is the main ar-
chitect; Mr Amit Shah, who is 
the implementer; Mr Gyanesh 
Kumar and others. They need to 
understand that the net is clos-
ing around them. It is not going 

to be so simple that you can de-
stroy the Indian Constitution 
and get away with it," he said.

Details of the event 
& allegations

INDIA bloc stance: Rahul Gandhi, 
alongside Rajya Sabha Opposition Leader 
Mallikarjun Kharge, participated in a joint 
press meet, protesting alleged "vote theft" 
and manipulation of electoral systems.
Named figures: Gandhi targeted 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home 
Minister Amit Shah, and Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, com-
mitting to hold them accountable.
Opposition response: The INDIA 
bloc maintains that opposition parties 
are united in fighting to restore demo-
cratic norms and safeguard institutions.
Ruling party response: Union Min-
isters and BJP leaders have strongly 
criticized Gandhi's remarks. Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and other leaders ac-
cused the Congress leader of undermin-
ing and defaming India's democratic 
and parliamentary institutions.

‘Can’t demand right to protest in Delhi, deny it in Bengaluru: CM
Bengaluru: Asserting that the 
right to protest must be upheld 
without double standards 
across the country, Karnataka 
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
on Tuesday sought a detailed 
report on the police action 
against protesters in Bengaluru.

His remarks came a day after 
several protesters were de-
tained while attempting to 
march towards the Karnataka 
Chief Electoral Officer's office, 

demanding the resignation of 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar over al-
leged irregularities in the SIR. 
The police crackdown drew 
sharp criticism after partici-
pants alleged forceful deten-
tion. Two photojournalists and 
three reporters were manhan-
dled by four police personnel 
while performing their duties 
during the protest.

In an X post, he said the right 
to peaceful protest was funda-

mental to democracy and that 
the government could not de-
mand that right for itself in New 
Delhi while denying it to others 
in Bengaluru. "I have taken note 
of yesterday's incident involving 
protesters and members of the 
media. I have sought a full re-
port on the circumstances that 
led to the police action. If there 
has been any unnecessary use 
of force or excess, accountabil-
ity will follow."

Civic poll: Gandhinagar stands with BJP!
Dandhinagar: The ruling BJP 
retained control of all three 
urban local bodies that went 
to polls in Gujarat on October 
11, winning 38 of the 44 seats 
in the Gandhinagar Municipal 
Corporation (GMC) and se-
curing majorities in the Thara 
and Okha municipalities. 

The Congress won five 
seats in Gandhinagar, while an 
Independent candidate won 
one ward. The AAP, which 

won one seat in the previous 
election, failed to secure any 
seats.

Gujarat CM Bhupendra Pa-
tel congratulated the BJP can-
didates and party workers and 
said the victory reflected pub-
lic faith in the party’s devel-
opment agenda.

The BJP’s tally in Gandhi-
nagar fell from 41 seats in 
2021 to 38 this time, while the 
Congress improved its tally 

from two to five. A total of 
130 candidates contested the 
44 seats across 11 wards.

In Thara municipality in 
Banaskantha district, the BJP 
won 19 of the 24 seats, while 
the Congress secured the re-
maining five.

In Okha municipality in 
Devbhumi Dwarka district, 
the BJP won 29 of the 32 seats 
for which polling was held. 
The Congress won three seats. 

KPSC scam: SC allows Karnataka 
 to replace 2 SIT members

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday modified a Karna-
taka High Court order directing 
a fresh probe into two recruit-
ment cases involving the Karna-
taka Public Service Commis-
sion (KPSC), allowing the state 
to suggest replacements for two 
members of the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT). 

A bench comprising Justices 
Manoj Misra and Vijay Bishnoi 

directed that a revised SIT be 
constituted within 10 days. The 
Karnataka DGP will nominate 
an officer not below the rank of 
Additional Director General of 
Police to head the team. The 
HC will subsequently review 
the SIT’s composition. 

The state had challenged the 
HC’s September 21 order, ob-
jecting to its selection of SIT 
members.

Ashoka demands white paper on 
K’taka drought management

Bengaluru: Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Legislative As-
sembly R Ashoka on Tuesday 
demanded a white paper 
detailing the state gov-
ernment’s drought re-
sponse, accusing Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar 
of focusing on the sting 
operation controversy and 
Delhi visits instead of ad-
dressing farmers’ distress.

Addressing the media here, 
he said drought had affected 
217 taluks, with an estimated 

loss of ₹46,324 crore, 
while the government had 
announced only ₹1,500 
crore in relief. He claimed 
that farmers were return-
ing the ₹2,500 assistance 

to deputy commissioners, al-
leging that the amount was 
inadequate.

DEFERMENT RECAP 
The implementation of a 0.4% Merchant Discount Rate (MDR)  

on UPI transactions above Rs 2,000 has been deferred.

The decision was made by the UPI and Services Steering  
Committee, citing the festive season.

A new date for the MDR implementation will be announced after 
Diwali. The MDR is to be paid by merchants, not consumers, and is 

capped at Rs 300 for transactions of Rs 75,000 or more.

REASON FOR DELAY
The decision follows heavy pushback from trade bodies, MSMEs, 
and merchant associations, who argued that introducing fees 
during peak festive shopping would raise business costs and 
dampen retail consumption.

What the new framework proposes
P2P stays free: Person-to-person (P2P) UPI transfers remain completely free.
Small merchants exempt: Small and eligible merchants as well as  
transactions up to `2,000 remain exempt.

Who pays:  The MDR is charged to the merchant, not the consumer.

Proposed rates for P2M (Person-to-Merchant) above `2,000:

  �     �Standard Rate: A 0.4% MDR on eligible bank account-funded mer-
chant transactions exceeding D2,000.

   �Cap: Capped at a maximum of D300 per transaction for high-value trans-
actions of D75,000 and above.

   �Flat fees/special sectors: A flat MDR of D5 per transaction for select cat-
egories (such as fuel, telecom, insurance, railways, and agriculture inputs) 
over D2,000, and a nominal 0.02% MDR (capped at D300) for capital 
market, mutual fund, and stockbroker transactions.
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Reservation law under review
Karnataka’s 2022 law increased reservation for Scheduled Castes from 15% to 17% and 

Scheduled Tribes from 3% to 7%. With the existing 32% quota for Other Backward 
Classes, the overall reservation rose to 56%. The High Court struck down provisions of 

the law, prompting the state government to consider its legal options. Deputy Chief 
Minister G Parameshwara said the Cabinet would decide whether to approach the SC.

Siddaramaiah Video Row
• �Court move: Siddaramaiah 

seeks a stay on alleged 
false publicity on social 
media.

• �Video controversy: Yathin-
dra calls the video fake 
and alleges a conspiracy to 
tarnish his father's image.

• �Complaint filed: Yathindra 
seeks action against those 
responsible for circulating 
the video.

Zameer sets 
four-month 
deadline for 

housing project
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Housing Minister Zameer 
Ahmed Khan has directed of-
ficials to complete the con-
struction of houses at Manga-
la Grama in Maligondanahal-
li, under the Yeshwanthpur 
Assembly constituency, with-
in four months and hand them 
over to beneficiaries with all 
basic amenities.

During his visit to the local-
ity, the minister inspected the 
ongoing construction work 
being undertaken by the Slum 
Development Board and in-
structed officials to expedite 
the project to meet the dead-
line.

He stressed that the houses 
should be completed within 
the stipulated period and 
handed over only after ensur-
ing the availability of basic 
infrastructure and essential 
facilities. The direction is 
aimed at ensuring that benefi-
ciaries can occupy their hous-
es with the necessary ameni-
ties in place.

Samatha Sainika Dal repre-
sentative Venkataswamy and 
Slum Development Board 
Commissioner Raghavendra 
were present during the in-
spection.

The minister’s visit provided 
an opportunity to review the 
progress of the housing project 
and issue directions regarding 
its timely completion.

Siddaramaiah seeks court 
relief over social media video

The former chief minister has sought judicial intervention as 
his son alleges a campaign to damage his reputation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Former Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah has ap-
proached a court seeking a 
stay on alleged false publicity 
against him on social media, 
while his son, Minister 
Yathindra Siddaramaiah, dis-
missed a controversial video 
as fake.

Yathindra on Tuesday al-
leged that the video was part 
of a conspiracy to tarnish his 
father’s image and spread 
false propaganda. He said a 
complaint had also been filed 
seeking action against those 
responsible for circulating it.

“There was false publicity 
against me on social media. 
Hence, I am seeking a stay,” 
Siddaramaiah told reporters, 
without elaborating on the le-
gal proceedings.

Rejecting suggestions that 
the video amounted to a sting 
operation, Yathindra said it 
was intended to damage the 
veteran Congress leader’s rep-
utation.

“This is not a sting opera-
tion but a conspiracy to spread 
false propaganda and tarnish 
someone’s image,” he said.

Yath indra  ques t ioned 
whether the allegations should 

be allowed to circulate with-
out a response, arguing that 
people unaware of the facts 
could mistake the video for 
genuine material.

“They are spreading false 
propaganda. Can we simply 
sit back and watch?” he 
asked.

Asked about the political 
climate that had prompted his 
father to seek legal interven-

tion, Yathindra said even se-
nior leaders were increasingly 
facing what he described as 
baseless allegations.

Yathindra said his father 
had informed him about the 
video soon after it surfaced 
and expressed his intention to 
file a complaint. He advised 
Siddaramaiah to proceed after 
obtaining legal advice.

The minister added that 
there was no reason to feel 
disheartened if one had done 
nothing wrong, while express-
ing concern over the state of 
the political system.

“Once we enter politics, we 
have to face whatever comes 
our way,” he said.

Govt to review police 
action against anti-

CEC protesters

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government 
will review Bengaluru police 
action against anti-Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) 
protesters following criticism 
over the detention of demon-
strators and alleged manhan-
dling of journalists during 
Monday’s protest.

Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge said the police had 
been instructed to ensure that 
peaceful demonstrations were 
not disrupted. The protest was 
organised against CEC Gya-
nesh Kumar and the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls.

The police action drew crit-
icism after demonstrators al-
leged forceful detentions. Two 
photojournalists and three re-
porters were also allegedly 
manhandled by four police 
personnel while covering the 
protest.

Responding to the contro-
versy, Kharge reiterated that 
peaceful protest was a funda-
mental democratic right and 
should be protected by the 
authorities.

“The right to peaceful protest 
is fundamental to our democra-
cy. It must be respected, pro-
tected and never suppressed,” 
he said in a post on X.

The minister said the police 
had been directed to ensure 
that peaceful demonstrations 
were not disrupted in the fu-
ture. He emphasised that law 
enforcement agencies must 
protect citizens’ rights and 
create an environment in 
which people could express 
dissent without fear.

He added that peaceful dis-
sent should not be treated as a 

threat to law and order, but as 
a democratic right that the 
system must safeguard.

Kharge also appealed to 
protesters to cooperate with 
the police and inform the au-
thorities about demonstrations 
to ensure the safety of partic-
ipants and the protection of 
others’ rights.

“The police are here to pro-
tect your rights, not to stand 
in the way of your voice,” he 
said.

The government’s an-
nouncement comes amid 
questions over the handling of 
the demonstration and the 
treatment of media personnel 
covering the protest. The pro-
posed review is expected to 
examine the police response 
as the government reiterates 
its commitment to safeguard-
ing peaceful dissent.

Sugarcane farmers block 
highways, demand higher prices

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Sugarcane farmers blocked 
highways across Karnataka 
on Tuesday, demanding high-
er prices for their produce and 
implementation of the Swam-
inathan Commission’s recom-
mendations, disrupting traffic 
in several districts.

Protests were reported in 
Belagavi, Bagalkot, Vijayapu-
ra and Dharwad, affecting 
major routes, including the 
Pune-Bengaluru highway and 
National Highway 50 near Ni-
dagundi.

In Belagavi district, farmers 
blocked both carriageways of 
the Pune-Bengaluru National 
Highway near Hattargi toll 
plaza in Hukkeri taluk. 
Demonstrations were also re-
ported at Kugnoli check-post 
and Hirebagewadi toll plaza.

In Bagalkot, protesters 
blocked the Raichur-Solapur 
National Highway near Gov-
inda Patti, bringing vehicle 
movement to a standstill. 
Members of Hasiru Sene 
blocked NH-50 on the out-

skirts of Nidagundi, affecting 
traffic between Vijayapura 
and Bengaluru.

Farmers said the agitation 
would continue until their de-
mands were addressed. Their 
meeting with Union ministers 
in Delhi on Monday failed to 
produce an immediate deci-
sion on sugarcane prices.

The farmers are seeking a 
higher minimum selling price 
(MSP) for sugar, a revision of 
the Fair and Remunerative 
Price (FRP) and implementa-
tion of the Swaminathan Com-
mission’s recommendations.

In Dharwad district, farmer 
organisations called for a 
highway blockade near Palik-
koppa, prompting police to 
deploy additional personnel, 
including Karnataka State Re-
serve Police personnel.

Union Food Minister Pral-
had Joshi appealed to farmers 
to withdraw their agitation, 
saying a committee would be 
constituted to examine their 
concerns. He said the Centre, 
state governments and multi-
ple ministries would need to 

work together to resolve the 
issue.

“The Government of India, 
the Modi government, is with 
you,” Joshi said after meeting 
farmer leaders.

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar said the issue required 
consultations with other states 
and discussions on sugarcane 
prices and the financial condi-
tion of sugar factories.

IAS officer booked for assault 
on police in Bengaluru pub

KIA showcases K’taka’s heritage for Dasara

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) officer of the 
Andhra Pradesh cadre and 
three others have been booked 
for allegedly assaulting po-
lice personnel and obstruct-
ing them from discharging 
their duties during a late-
night inspection at a bar and 
restaurant in Bengaluru.

The case was registered at 
Cubbon Park police station 
on October 10 against Vikas 
Marmat, Special Officer of 
the Kuppam Area Develop-
ment Authority in Andhra 
Pradesh, and three others 
identified as Abhay Uday 
Singh, Nitish and Roshan.

According to the FIR, the 
incident occurred between 1 

am and 1.30 am on October 
10 at Cavore, a bar and 
restaurant on Residency 
Road.

Police Inspector Arun 
Salunke of the Special En-
quiry Wing of the Central 
Crime Branch (CCB), who 
filed the complaint, said he 
and his team were inspecting 
bars and restaurants under 
the Cubbon Park and Ashok 
Nagar police station limits on 
the directions of the Bengal-
uru City Police Commission-
er.

When the team reached the 
establishment and began 
checking customers’ identity 
cards to verify their age, the 
four men allegedly picked a 
quarrel with the police per-
sonnel.

Karnataka to consider SC appeal on quota
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government 
will consider approaching the 
Supreme Court after the High 
Court struck down provisions 
of a 2022 law that increased 
reservation for Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs), Deputy Chief 
Minister G. Parameshwara 
said on Tuesday.

Parameshwara said the state 
Cabinet would decide the next 
course of action, including 
whether to challenge the High 
Court’s order. The ruling con-
cerns the law that raised res-
ervation for SCs from 15% to 
17% and for STs from 3% to 
7%.

The changes, introduced 
during the tenure of former 
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai, raised the overall 
reservation quota in Karnataka 
from 50% to 56%, including 
the existing 32% reservation 
for Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs).

“When our government 

came to power, we continued 
implementing this arrange-
ment,” Parameshwara said, 
referring to the increased quo-
ta.

He said the Constitution 
provided for reservation in 
proportion to population and 
argued that disadvantaged 
communities should receive 
opportunities to progress. He 

added that the government 
would examine the legal op-
tions available before taking a 
decision.

Parameshwara maintained 
that there was scope to in-
crease reservation under spe-
cial circumstances and said 
the government had raised the 
quota by six percentage 
points. He urged that these 
considerations be taken into 

account while examining the 
matter.

Responding to criticism 
from the BJP, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said the gov-
ernment could not influence 
judicial decisions.

“We cannot hold a judge’s 
hand and make them write an 
order. We cannot tell the judg-
es what they should do,” he 
said.

Parameshwara also said the 
government would examine 
the issue of internal reserva-
tion, which had been provided 
on the same basis.

The Cabinet’s decision will 
determine whether the state 
challenges the High Court rul-
ing before the Supreme Court 
and what further legal steps it 
may pursue on the reservation 
issue.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Kempegowda International 
Airport (KIA) is celebrating 
Dasara 2026 with live cultur-
al performances, traditional 
art installations and interac-
tive experiences showcasing 
Karnataka’s rich artistic and 
cultural heritage. The festivi-
ties will continue until Octo-
ber 17 across the airport’s 
terminals.

A major attraction is the 
Dasara Gombe display at the 
Terminal 2 arrival forecourt, 
curated by Padma Shri award-
ee and puppeteer Anupama 
Hoskere. The airport will also 
host a Togalu Gombeyatta 
shadow-puppetry perfor-
mance by ninth-generation 
puppeteer Gunduraju and his 
team on October 16, from 6 
pm to 8 pm at the T2 arrival 
forecourt.

Passengers can participate 
in hands-on activities cele-
brating the State’s traditional 
crafts. The Channapatna Ex-
perience Centre offers oppor-
tunities to paint traditional 

lacquered wooden toys, while 
the Terracotta Experience 
Centre allows visitors to paint 
figurines inspired by Karnata-
ka’s terracotta traditions.

Traditional Karnataka board 
games, including Huli Kuri, 
Saalu Aata, Aligulimane and 
Chowkabara, will feature in a 
dedicated games zone, offer-
ing travellers an opportunity 
to explore indigenous recre-
ational traditions.

Dollu Kunita, the tradition-
al drum dance, is among the 
cultural performances being 
presented as part of the cele-
brations.

According to KIA, the ini-
tiative aims to make cultural 

discovery an integral part of 
the passenger experience rath-
er than limiting celebrations to 
festive decorations. The activ-
ities are rooted in authentic 
Karnataka art and craft forms, 
allowing travellers to engage 
with the stories and skills be-
hind the State’s traditions.

Dasara, celebrated as Naada 
Habba or the State festival, is 
particularly associated with 
Mysuru, where elaborate fes-
tivities mark Karnataka’s cul-
tural identity. Through the 
airport-wide programme, KIA 
seeks to bring the State’s liv-
ing heritage to residents and 
visitors travelling through 
Bengaluru.

Bengaluru’s 
Chakravyuha to be 

recreated for Durga Puja
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The RT Nagar Socio 
Cultural Trust will cele-

brate its 20th year of 
Durga Puja with a 7,500-

sq-ft theme pandal 
depicting the 

Mahabharata’s 
Chakravyuha at Gate 9, 
Palace Grounds, from 
October 15 to 21. The 

theme draws parallels 
between the legendary 

formation and Bengaluru 
life, where residents often 

feel trapped in complex 
cycles. The pandal will 

feature art, craft, technol-
ogy and mechanical ele-
ments, including rotating 

structures. Organisers 
expect more than the 

2.5 lakh visitors recorded 
last year. The programme 

includes folk singer 
Poushali Banerjee on 

October 16, performers 
from Nagaland’s Hornbill 

Festival and a 100-
woman Dhunuchi Naach 
performance on October 
17. The Nandi sisters will 
perform on October 18, 

while singer Nikita Gandhi 
is scheduled for October 
20. Entry and parking will 

be free.

K-RERA holds 
builders liable for 
project expenses

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Real 
Estate Regulatory 

Authority (K-RERA) has 
ruled that builders cannot 

pass on project-related 
expenses to homebuyers 
before handing over pos-
session. In an order con-
cerning a Kengeri apart-

ment, the authority 
directed a private builder 
to remove 18% GST lev-
ied on Bangalore Water 
Supply and Sewerage 

Board (BWSSB) charges 
for domestic water sup-
ply and correct the buy-

er’s payment statements. 
K-RERA said promoters 
remain responsible for 
municipal taxes, water 
and electricity charges, 
maintenance and other 

statutory dues until pos-
session is handed over. 

The authority also 
rejected the builder’s 

claim for delay interest 
for more than 600 days, 

noting the absence of 
documentary evidence 

proving payment delays. 
The buyer had addition-
ally disputed ₹1,18,487 in 
extra charges. K-RERA 
directed the builder to 

justify the GST collection 
and issue refunds wher-

ever applicable.

YATHINDRA DEFENDS FATHER
Karnataka Minister Yathindra Siddaramaiah has defended 

his father amid a social media video controversy. He re-
jected the suggestion that the video was a sting operation, 

describing it instead as an alleged conspiracy to spread 
propaganda. Yathindra said his father decided to file a 
complaint after the video surfaced and acted on legal 

advice. He also expressed concern that people unfamiliar 
with the facts could believe the video was genuine.

“The political 
situation today has 

deteriorated to such a low 
level. Even a senior leader 
like Siddaramaiah has to 
face such false 
allegations.”

— Yathindra Siddaramaiah, 
Urban Development Minister

The state government 
has promised scrutiny 
of police conduct after 

demonstrators and 
journalists reportedly 

faced force during 
Monday’s protest.

Police action under 
scrutiny
Review ordered

The Karnataka government will 
examine the police response to 
Monday’s anti-CEC protest in 
Bengaluru.

Media personnel targeted
Two photojournalists and three 
reporters were allegedly 
manhandled by four police 
personnel while covering the 
demonstration.

“Our responsibility is 
not merely to 

maintain law and order, 
but to create an 
environment where every 
citizen can express 
dissent freely, peacefully 
and without fear.”

– Priyank Kharge 
Karnataka Home Minister

SUGARCANE PRICE 
PROTEST

PROTEST HOTSPOTS
Belagavi, Bagalkot, Vijayapura 

and Dharwad witnessed farmer 
demonstrations and road 

blockades.

TRAFFIC HIT
Blockades affected the 

Pune-Bengaluru highway, 
NH-50 and the Raichur-Solapur 

highway.

KEY DEMANDS
Higher sugarcane prices, 
revision of the Fair and 

Remunerative Price (FRP) and 
implementation of the 

Swaminathan Commission’s 
recommendations.

KARNATAKA QUOTA APPEAL

Reservation in 
Karnataka

BEFORE 
THE 2022 
LAW

50%
SC 15%, ST 
3%, OBC 
32%

▶

UNDER 
THE 2022 
LAW

56%
SC 17%, ST 
7%, OBC 
32%

G. Parameshwara
Deputy Chief Minister
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CH NEWS, YADGIR

Tipper owners, drivers and 
workers staged a massive 
protest in Yadgir, demanding 
that a criminal case be regis-
tered against MLA Sharana
gouda Kandakur over his re-
ported statement threatening 
to set overloaded tipper vehi-
cles on fire.

Organised by the District 
Tipper Vehicle Owners’ Asso-
ciation, the protest began at 
Gunj Circle, where hundreds 
of tipper vehicles assembled 
before taking out a rally 
through the city. Drivers 
honked their horns and raised 
slogans against the MLA.

When the proces s ion 
reached the New Bus Stand, 
protesters burst firecrackers 
near the MLA’s residence and 
sarcastically challenged him 
over his reported remarks, 
pointing to the tipper vehicles 
parked nearby. Police security 
was deployed around his res-
idence as a precaution.

The rally later proceeded 
towards Netaji Circle, where 
hundreds of vehicles re-
mained parked for hours be-
tween the circle and the bus 
stand. A public meeting was 
held, during which protesters 
condemned the MLA’s report-

ed statement and demanded 
legal action.

Association president Ra
ghupati Sharanappa said the 
remarks had caused anxiety 
among tipper owners, drivers, 
workers and their families, 
whose livelihoods depended 
on the vehicles.

He said disagreements and 
problems involving overload-
ed vehicles should be re-
solved through lawful means 
rather than threats. Statements 
about setting vehicles on fire 
could create fear among the 
public and endanger the live-
lihoods of hundreds of fami-
lies, he said.

The association urged the 
authorities to examine the 
MLA’s statement and take ap-
propriate action under the 

law. It also appealed to offi-
cials and the police not to ha-
rass tipper owners and drivers 
unnecessarily.

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Hundreds of Accredited So-
cial Health Activists (ASHA) 
workers staged a protest in 
Kalaburagi, demanding a 
minimum monthly honorari-
um of Rs 15,000 and the ful-
filment of their long-pending 
demands.

Organised by the district 
unit of the Karnataka State 
Samyukta ASHA Workers’ 
Association, the protest began 
at Jagat Circle, from where 
the workers marched to the 
Zilla Panchayat office, brav-
ing the scorching sun.

Association district presi-
dent Shivalingamma Nandur 
said the government had 
failed to fulfil their demand 
for minimum wages despite 
repeated appeals over the past 
three to four years. She al-
leged that an earlier assurance 
to provide an honorarium of 
Rs 10,000 per month had also 
not been implemented.

She said ASHA workers 
were assigned numerous app-
based tasks but had received 
only SIM cards, without mo-
bile phones. Their honorari-

ums were also frequently de-
layed by three to four months, 
causing financial hardship.

Several Primary Health 
Centres lacked data entry op-
erators, she said, adding that 
work performed by ASHA 
workers was not always re-
corded properly, affecting 
their incentive payments.

Shivalingamma also raised 
concerns over duties related to 
tuberculosis patients, alleging 
that workers were required to 
collect sputum samples and 
transport them to hospitals 
themselves. She demanded 

proper arrangements for the 
safe handling and transporta-
tion of samples.

Association honorary dis-
trict president V.G. Desai said 
ASHA workers had served for 
15 years and handled nearly 
30 types of responsibilities 
while receiving an honorari-
um of only Rs 5,000.

Citing Kerala, Maharashtra, 
West Bengal, Haryana and 
Delhi, he said ASHA workers 
in those States received 
monthly honorariums of Rs 
15,000 or more. He urged 
Karnataka to provide workers 

with a minimum monthly pay-
ment of Rs 15,000, including 
incentives.

Association district secre-
tary Geetha Badiger, AIU-
TUC district secretary S.M. 
Sharma, and leaders Tayam-
ma Naribol, Sangeetha Nayi
kodi, Bhagyajyoti, Yallamma 
Chittapur and Lakshmi Jera
tagi participated in the protest 
along with hundreds of ASHA 
workers. They urged the gov-
ernment to ensure timely pay-
ments, provide digital equip-
ment and improve working 
conditions.

CH NEWS, YADGIR

The sit-in protest by Slum 
Janandolana Karnataka and 
the Savitribai Phule Women’s 
Organisation, demanding 
house sites for landless fami-
lies, entered its seventh day in 
front of the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office in Yadgir.

The protesters warned of 
consuming poison if the dis-
trict administration failed to 
provide a written assurance 
on allotting house sites. They 
announced that their agita-
tion would continue under 
the slogan “Give Us Sites or 
Give Us Poison”.

According to the protest-
ers, the district administra-
tion had promised six years 
ago to allot government land 
at Mundargi to eligible ben-
eficiaries following an agita-
tion for housing sites for 
landless families in Yadgir 
city. However, the promised 
land has not been allotted, 
prompting the organisations 
to resume their protest.

Organisation secretary Re-
nuka Saradagi said women 
had left their families during 
the Navaratri festival to par-
ticipate in the agitation out-
side the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office.

She said the organisations 
had staged protests on earli-
er occasions, but their de-
mand remained unresolved. 
The protesters said they 
would not withdraw the agi-
tation until officials gave 
them a written assurance re-
garding the allotment of 
sites.

The organisations reiterat-
ed that landless families had 
been waiting for years for 
the promised housing sites 
and urged the administration 

to resolve the issue without 
further delay.

Hanumanth Shahapurkar, 
Sangeeta Happal, Eramma 
Kolur, Yankamma Malikeri, 
Shankramma Kotimani, San-
geeta Harikeri and Nirmala 
Sungalkar were among those 
participating in the protest.

The protesters appealed to 
the district authorities to 
honour the earlier assurance 
and take concrete steps to 
provide house sites to eligible 
beneficiaries.

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLA Anil Jha has accused 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of engineering defec-
tions to destabilise opposition 
parties and governments, urg-
ing opposition parties to unite 
and press for stricter anti-de-
fection legislation in Parlia-
ment.

Addressing the media in Bi-
dar, Jha alleged that political 
manoeuvres were being used 
to weaken the Congress and 
other opposition parties. He 
referred to splits in the Na-
tionalist Congress Party led 
by Sharad Pawar and the Shiv 
Sena in Maharashtra, as well as 
political developments involving 
the Trinamool Congress in West 
Bengal and the Biju Janata Dal 
in Odisha.

Claiming that around 25 
MLAs could be targeted in the 
latest developments, Jha pro-
posed that legislators elected on 
party tickets be barred from 
switching parties for five years. 
He also called for a 10‑year ban 
on contesting elections for those 
who defect.

Jha questioned the BJP’s fi-
nancial growth, alleging that its 
assets had increased around 
3,500 times over the past 12 
years. He claimed the party’s 
bank balance had risen from ap-

proximately Rs 80 crore in 2011-
12 to more than Rs 14,000 crore 
and demanded transparency 
about the sources of its funds.

He accused the BJP of using 
its financial strength to engineer 
defections while, he alleged, fail-
ing to show comparable concern 
for public services such as 
schools and hospitals.

Referring to the arrest of AAP 
leader Arvind Kejriwal and his 
own recent arrest, Jha compared 
the situation to the Emergency, 
when several opposition leaders, 
including BJP leaders, were im-
prisoned. He alleged that ac-
tion against opposition lead-
ers was intended to discour-
age dissent and public pro-
tests.

Jha also criticised the re-
ported proposal to shift pro-
tests from Jantar Mantar to 
Burari, around 30 km away, 
arguing that the relocation 
would make demonstrations 
less accessible. Recalling ear-
lier protest venues, including 
the Boat Club and areas near 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, he said 

democratic governments 
should facilitate peaceful 
demonstrations rather than 
restrict them.

He warned that govern
ments risked facing public 
backlash if they ignored peo-
ple’s concerns and urged the 
Centre to uphold constitu
tional values and democratic 
freedoms.

Jha further demanded an 
investigation into the assets of 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar and his fam-
ily members and called for the 
CEC’s removal from office.

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Leader of the Opposition in 
the Legislative Council Cha
lavadi Narayanaswamy ac-
cused the Congress govern-
ment of being anti-Dalit over 
its handling of reservations 
for Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
and Scheduled Tribes (STs). 
He demanded that the State 
government approach the Su-
preme Court immediately to 
protect reservation benefits 
for these communities.

Speaking to reporters in 
Raichur, Narayanaswamy 
said he was campaigning for 
BJP leader and sitting MLC 
Shashil Namoshi in the MLC 
election. He also planned to 
campaign in Kalaburagi for 
two days.

Referring to the reservation 
issue raised by former Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai, 
Narayanaswamy alleged that 
the Congress government had 
failed to present its case effec-
tively before the judiciary, 
resulting in the withdrawal of 
reservation-related measures. 
He urged the government to 
take immediate legal steps to 
safeguard the interests of SC/
ST communities.

Criticising Rahul Gandhi’s 

protests over the issue, Nara
yanaswamy questioned his 
leadership and demanded his 
resignation as Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha. 
He alleged that the Congress 
was more interested in desta-
bilising the Union govern-
ment than securing justice for 
Dalits.

Narayanaswamy also criti-
cised former Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah’s visit to Delhi 
to protest over the reservation 
issue, claiming that the devel-
opments had undermined the 
dignity of Karnataka’s leader-
ship. He alleged that Rahul 
Gandhi had insulted the peo-

ple of Karnataka and ques-
tioned the manner in which 
the former Chief Minister 
was treated.

He further criticised Sidda
ramaiah’s public remarks 
about people approaching him 
with grievances. Narayana
swamy said the former Chief 
Minister should investigate 
complaints and resolve prob-
lems through the administra-
tion rather than make public 
statements about them. He 
also alleged that internal dis-
putes within the Congress 
were adding to the difficulties 
faced by party leaders.

Referring to Siddarama

iah’s experience as Chief 
Minister for eight years, 
Narayanaswamy said the se-
nior leader was now being 
targeted by members of his 
own party and was facing in-
ternal political pressure.

He maintained that the 
Congress government should 
prioritise protecting SC/ST 
reservation benefits and ad-
dressing the concerns of mar-
ginalised communities instead 
of engaging in internal politi-
cal conflicts.

Narayanaswamy reiterated 
that the State government 
must pursue legal remedies to 
safeguard reservation benefits 
and demonstrate its commit-
ment to the welfare of Dalits 
and other disadvantaged 
groups.

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Farmers staged a road block-
ade at Yalagur Cross near Al-
matti in Vijayapura district, 
demanding that the sugarcane 
price be fixed at Rs 5,500 per 
tonne and their long-pending 
demands be fulfilled.

The protest was organised 
under the leadership of the 
Karnataka Rajya Raitha 
Sangha Hasiru Sene follow-
ing the failure of a meeting of 
farmers in Delhi to resolve 
their demands.

The protesters urged the 
government to implement the 
recommendations of the M.S. 
Swaminathan Commission to 
ensure remunerative returns 
for farmers. They also de-
manded that the Union gov-
ernment procure 100% of the 
ethanol produced by sugar 
factories.

Further, they sought an in-
crease in the minimum selling 
price of sugar from Rs 30 to 
Rs 60 per kg, arguing that 
better returns were necessary 
to address the financial diffi-
culties faced by farmers.

Raising slogans in support 
of the farming community, 
the protesters called on the 
authorities to intervene and 
resolve their concerns. They 

stressed that farmers needed 
fair prices for their produce 
amid mounting agricultural 
costs and other challenges.

The blockade disrupted traf-
fic on the busy highway, leav-
ing hundreds of vehicles 
stranded in long queues on 
both sides of the road. Com-
muters faced considerable in-
convenience as traffic move-
ment was affected during the 
protest.

The farmers reiterated their 
demand for immediate gov-
ernment intervention and 
concrete measures to safe-
guard their livelihoods and 
ensure better returns for sug-
arcane growers.

Farmers block highway, 
demand Rs 5,500 per 

tonne of sugarcane

Tipper owners demand criminal case 
against Gurmitkal MLA Kandakur

Homeless protesters demand house 
sites, threaten extreme step

AAP MLA Anil Jha charges BJP with 
horse‑trading, seeks stricter law

ASHA workers demand Rs 15,000 
monthly honorarium

Hundreds march from Jagat Circle to Zilla Panchayat office, highlighting 
delayed payments, inadequate equipment and increasing workload.

Narayanaswamy calls Congress anti-Dalit, 
seeks Rahul’s resignation

Congress, INDIA bloc 
demand CEC’s removal

CH NEWS, 
KALABURAGI

Congress workers and 
INDIA bloc leaders staged 
a protest at Jagat Circle, 

demanding the cancella-
tion of the Special 

Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls and the 
removal of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar. The demonstra-
tion was led by District 
Congress president Dr 

Kiran Deshmukh, with pro-
testers raising slogans 

against the Union govern-
ment and opposing the 

SIR exercise. As part of the 
protest, demonstrators 

burnt a poster of Gyanesh 
Kumar at Jagat Circle. They 

alleged that the Union 
government was attempt-

ing to suppress activists’ 
voices and weaken demo-
cratic dissent. The protest-

ers demanded that the 
SIR process be scrapped 

and the Chief Election 
Commissioner removed 

from office. Congress 
workers and INDIA bloc 

leaders participated in the 
demonstration, urging the 

authorities to act on 
their demands.

Civic body warns of 
Rs 50,000 fine for 

waste dumping
CH NEWS, RAICHUR

The City Corporation has 
warned owners of vacant 

plots that fines ranging 
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 

50,000 will be imposed 
for failing to maintain 

cleanliness and allowing 
garbage and construction 
debris to accumulate on 
their properties. In a pub-
lic notice, the civic body 

has directed plot owners 
to clean their vacant sites 
within seven days. If own-
ers fail to comply with the 
directive, the corporation 
will undertake the clean-

ing work using its machin-
ery and staff. The 

expenses will be calcu-
lated based on the size of 
the plot and the quantity 
of waste dumped on the 

premises. The corporation 
has urged property own-

ers to keep their sites 
clean and cooperate with 

authorities to prevent 
waste accumulation and 

maintain cleanliness 
across the city.

Rs 5,000
paid now, after 15 

years

Rs 10,000
promised earlier, not 

paid

Rs 15,000
demanded, with 

incentives

What they want

1 A minimum honorarium of 
Rs 15,000 a month, 

including incentives

2 Timely payments: 
honorariums are often 

three to four months late

3 Digital equipment: 
workers got SIM cards but 

no mobile phones

4 Safe arrangements to 
handle and transport 

sputum samples

They also demanded that 
the Union government 

procure 100% of the 
ethanol produced by sugar 

factories

Traffic disrupted
The procession of hundreds of 
tipper vehicles disrupted 
traffic along a key route con-
necting Raichur, Hyderabad, 
Kalaburagi and Shahapur. 
Although the vehicles moved 
along one side of the road, con-
gestion affected motorists and 
passengers. Bus services were 
particularly disrupted when 
tipper vehicles halted briefly in 
front of the New Bus Stand. 
Police erected barricades at 
several points and diverted 
vehicles through alternative 
routes to manage the conges-
tion.

Still waiting
since land at Mundargi was 

promised

6 years
of the sit-in at the DC’s office

7th day

Opposition raises 
concerns over 
dissent
Jha accused the Union 

government of sup-
pressing democratic 
dissent by registering 
multiple FIRs against 

leaders and mem-
bers of the INDIA bloc. 

He urged opposition 
parties to unite against 
what he described as 

restrictions on peaceful 
protests and called for 

stronger legal safe-
guards against political 

defections.

DALIT RESERVATION ROW

His demands
→	 The State government 

should approach the 
Supreme Court immediately 
to protect SC/ST reservation 
benefits

→	 Rahul Gandhi should resign 
as Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha

→	 The Congress government 
should put SC/ST reservation 
before its internal conflicts

Organisation secretary 
Renuka Saradagi said 
women had left their 
families during the 
Navaratri festival to 
participate in the 
agitation
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CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

District In-​charge Secretary 
Dr. N. Manjula has directed 
officials to launch a special 
drive to clear plastic and other 
waste from roads connecting 
towns across Chikkaballapura 
district.

She issued the instructions 
while chairing a Disaster 
Management Committee 
meeting at the Chintamani 
Taluk Panchayat Hall on 
Tuesday.

Manjula stressed the need 
for proper waste disposal 
across all urban local bodies. 
Although GPS systems have 
been installed in garbage col-
lection vehicles, senior offi-
cials must regularly monitor 
the data and ensure timely 
waste clearance. She called 
for better supervision to main-
tain cleanliness along road-
sides and in urban areas.

The meeting also reviewed 
the district’s drinking water 
situation. With rainfall record-
ed at 51 per cent below nor-
mal, all eight taluks have been 
declared severely drought-​af-
fected. Currently, 48 villages 
are facing drinking water 
shortages, and another 285 
villages may experience sim-
ilar problems if there is no 
rainfall over the next two 
months. Officials were in-
structed to identify private 
borewells and seek owners’ 

cooperation to ensure water 
supply. Eleven urban wards 
are already facing shortages, 
requiring advance planning to 
address further difficulties.

The secretary reviewed the 
progress of the Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Animal Hus-
bandry, Rural Development 
and Panchayat Raj depart-
ments, along with urban local 
bodies. She provided guid-
ance to officials on improving 
implementation and address-
ing local issues.

Before the meeting, Manju-
la visited Vasanthahalli vil-
lage under Kotagal Gram 
Panchayat in Chintamani ta-
luk and heard residents’ con-
cerns about drinking water. 
She later inspected the Sci-
ence Park at the Government 
High School in K. Raguttahal-
li village. She also visited the 
Government First Grade Col-
lege and Post-​Graduate Cen-
tre, Ambedkar Bhavan, and 
the Government Women and 
Children’s Hospital in Chinta-
mani to review their condi-
tions.

District Panchayat Chief 
Executive Officer Dr. Y. 
Naveen Bhat, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. N. 
Bhaskar, Assistant Commis-
sioner D.H. Ashwin, Deputy 
Secretary Atiq Pasha, and 
other district and taluk-​level 
officials attended the meet-
ing.

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar is scheduled to visit 
Mandya district on October 
31 to inaugurate completed 
development projects and lay 
foundation stones for new 
works. Deputy Commission-
er Dr. Kumar has directed 
officials to complete all 
preparations well in advance 
to ensure the programme 
runs smoothly.

Chairing a preparatory 
meeting at his office, Dr. Ku-
mar instructed departments 
to submit verified lists of 
projects ready for inaugura-
tion or foundation-​laying. 
The details must include ac-
curate technical information 
and official signatures. He 
said draft lists would not be 

accepted. Project details, in-
cluding costs and progress, 
must be finalized in coordi-
nation with the respective 
MLAs.

The programme will be 
held on the Mandya Univer-
sity campus. Officials have 
been directed to arrange the 
stage, seating, drinking wa-
ter, food, sanitation and pub-
lic access facilities. Commit-
tees have been formed, with 
responsibilities assigned to 
ensure proper coordination 
among departments.

Officials must also submit 

detailed information about 
government welfare schemes 
and beneficiaries. Records 
should clearly show the num-
ber of people who have al-
ready received benefits, as-
sistance ready for distribu-
tion and the progress of on-
going schemes. Accurate 
statistics will be required for 
the Chief Minister’s pro-
gramme.

As around 40,000 people 
are expected to attend, ar-
rangements for food and 
drinking water must be ade-
quate. Departments have also 
been asked to establish exhi-
bition stalls showcasing their 
schemes, achievements and 
public services.

District Superintendent of 
Police Dr. Shobharani V.J. 
said around 800 buses were 

planned to transport visitors. 
Designated parking areas, 
signboards and traffic man-
agement measures would be 
arranged. Barricades and se-
curity arrangements would 
also be made at the helipad 
where the Chief Minister’s 
helicopter is expected to 
land. Officials will ensure 
cleanliness, public safety and 
law and order.

The meeting was attended 
by Project Director Chan-
drashekhar, Agriculture De-
partment Joint Director 
Jayaswamy G.S., Food and 
Civil Supplies Joint Director 
Prateek Hegde, District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Officer Dr. Bettaswamy, 
Mandya University Vice-​
Chancellor Kalpashree and 
other district-​level officials.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Kannada and Culture Min-
ister Shivaraj S. Tangadagi 
has alleged that a conspir-
acy by opposition parties 
behind the reported sting 
operat ion against  him 
would soon be exposed. 
Speaking to reporters at 
Arasu Bhavan on Tuesday, 
he accused opposit ion 
leaders of trying to damage 
the state government’s im-
age because they could not 
tolerate its development 
initiatives.

Tangadagi alleged that 
opposition parties were 
waiting for opportunities to 

level accusations against 
the government and create 
divisions within its ranks. 
He said Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar had ad-
vised ministers to remain 
cautious.  Referr ing to 
Union Minister H.D. Ku-

maraswamy’s repeated 
claims about possessing a 
pen drive, Tangadagi said 
the government was taking 
precautions against possi-
ble allegations. These were 
the minister’s claims, and 
he did not provide evi-
dence to establish the al-
leged conspiracy.

He said political oppo-
nents were natural in pub-
lic life but should appreci-
ate good work regardless 
of party differences. He 
criticised leaders who, ac-
cording to him, were mak-
ing allegations despite fail-
ing to undertake develop-
ment projects while in 

power. Tangadagi added 
that he had no personal ex-
perience with sting opera-
tions and was willing to 
speak openly with the me-
dia.

The minister also dis-
cussed the selection pro-
cess for Karnataka Rajyot-
sava Awards. Five sub-​
committees have been 
formed to examine nomi-
nations and recommend 
eligible candidates in a 
one-​to-​two ratio. Their re-
ports will be considered at 
the next advisory commit-
tee meeting.

The Karnataka Ratna 
Awards have been an-

nounced for actor Vishnu-
vardhan and veteran ac-
tress B. Saroja Devi. The 
presentation ceremony is 
proposed for November 14 
on the steps of Vidhana 
Soudha, subject to confir-
mation of the Chief Minis-
ter’s availability.

Tangadagi also said actor 
Ambareesh deserved the 
Karnataka Ratna Award. 
He noted that Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy had written 
to recommend Ambareesh 
for the honour. 

The government would 
consider the request after 
discussions with the Chief 
Minister, he added.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Government is 
considering opening Invest 
Karnataka Forum (IKF) offic-
es in the United States, Japan, 
Taiwan, South Korea and 
France to attract more foreign 
investment into the state’s in-
dustrial sector, Minister for 
Large and Medium Industries 
M.B. Patil said on Tuesday.

The proposal was discussed 
at a meeting of the IKF Board 
of Directors held at Khanija 
Bhavan. Patil directed offi-
cials to examine the benefits 
and challenges of opening of-
fices in these countries, con-
sult relevant stakeholders and 
submit a detailed report be-
fore taking further steps.

“There is strong competi-
tion among states to attract 
industrial investment. Some 
states have already taken steps 
to establish offices in these 
countries. Karnataka cannot 
afford to fall behind. We must 
study each country’s industri-
al strengths and specialised 
sectors before deciding on the 
right approach,” Patil said.

He noted that Karnataka’s 
economy was entering an im-
portant phase, with growing 
opportunities in manufactur-
ing, semiconductors, aero-
space and defence. Attracting 
investments from internation-
al markets has therefore be-
come a priority for the gov-
ernment.

The minister said discus-
sions had also covered ap-
pointing qualified profession-
als to head IKF offices in se-
lected countries. In other loca-

tions, the government is con-
sidering appointing country 
leads through the forum. An-
other meeting will be held 
soon to continue discussions 
and take the proposal forward.

Patil said the government 
had restructured IKF after 

coming to power to make it 
more active and effective in 
attracting investments. With 
the new industrial policy iden-
tifying priority sectors, the 
state is seeking to strengthen 
its position in the global in-
vestment market.

He stressed that Karnataka 
must engage directly with po-
tential investors in their home 
countries to explain the 
state’s industrial opportuni-
ties. Without such efforts, in-
vestors could choose other 
states for their projects, he 
warned.

Aequs Group CEO Aravind 
Melligeri attended the meet-
ing virtually. Industries De-
partment Principal Secretary 
S. Selvakumar, Commission-
er of Industries Khushboo 
Goyal and IKF Chief Operat-
ing Officer Praveen were also 
present.

I, SAKINA JOHAR ABBAS 
BHAI, W/o. Johar Abbas  
Hamid, resident of No 31, 2nd 
Floor Khazi Street, Opp Onida 
Service Centre, Basavanagu-
di, Bengaluru -560004, have 
changed my name to SAKINA 
JOHAR, vide affidavit dated: 
12.10.2026, before Notary 
R Basavaraja, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

District In-charge Secretary Dr. N. Manjula with officials during her visit to 
Chintamani taluk.

Minister M.B. Patil at the meeting of the Invest Karnataka Forum Board of Directors at Khanija Bhavan in Bengaluru.

Mandya prepares for Chief Minister’s visit on October 31

Tangadagi says opposition sting operation plot will be exposed

Gadag reservation list review sought for panchayat elections
CH NEWS, GADAG

Kanth Pujar, Gadag district 
president of the State SC/ST 
Fake Caste Certificate Pre-
vention Committee, has de-
manded a review of reserva-
tion allocations for the up-
coming Taluk Panchayat and 
Zilla Panchayat elections.

In a public statement, Pujar 
said the draft reservation list 
for the 2026 Gadag Taluk 
Panchayat elections had been 
released. According to him, 
all seven constituencies re-
served for Scheduled Tribes 
(ST) in Gadag taluk had been 

allotted to ST women, leaving 
male social workers, party ac-
tivists and community leaders 
without an opportunity to 
contest from these seats.

Pujar argued that the reser-
vation process should follow 
the rotation system under the 
Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act, 
1993. He said constituencies 
reserved for women in one 
election term should be con-
sidered for the general ST cat-
egory in the subsequent term, 
wherever applicable under the 
rules.

He expressed concern that 
allocating all seven ST-​re-

served constituencies to wom-
en could limit opportunities 
for ST male candidates. He 
urged the authorities to re-
view the draft list and consid-
er distributing the seats more 
evenly between ST men and 
women.

The committee has de-
manded that at least three or 
four of the seven constituen-
cies be allotted to ST general 
candidates, with the remain-

ing seats reserved for ST 
women, subject to the appli-
cable legal provisions and ro-
tation rules.

Pujar appealed to the con-
cerned authorities to examine 
the issue seriously and ensure 
fair opportunities for eligible 
candidates. He said a review 
of the reservation list was 
necessary to address the con-
cerns raised by ST male aspi-
rants ahead of the elections.

‘Officials must act 
against waste and 
water shortages’

Karnataka plans overseas offices 
to attract more investments

Patil stressed that Karnataka must compete for global investments by studying each 
country’s industrial strengths and specialised sectors before planning strategies.

Private company 
announces 

walk‑in 
interview 

for jobs
CH NEWS, KARWAR

The Karwar Project 
Employment Exchange 

has announced a walk-in 
interview to fill vacancies 

at Swatantra Micropin 
Limited, a private com-
pany. The interview will 
be held on October 15, 

from 10 am to 2.30 pm, at 
Chandavara Road, 

Kumta, near Heravatta 
Post Office. Candidates 

who have completed 
SSLC, PUC, ITI or any de-
gree are eligible to attend. 

Both men and women 
aged 18 to 30 can apply. 

Job locations include 
Karwar, Ankola, Kumta, 

Honnavar, Murudeshwar, 
Sirsi and Siddapur. 

Interested candidates 
must carry a copy of their 
resume. For details, con-

tact 8277005959, 
8951460061 or 

08382‑226386, or visit 
the employment ex-

change office.

WALK-IN ON OCTOBER 15 
10 AM TO 2.30 PM, KUMTA

Students must 
apply for NMMS 

scholarship 
before deadline

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Applications are invited 
for the National Means-
cum-Merit Scholarship 

(NMMS) examination for 
the 2026–27 academic 

year. The last date to ap-
ply online is October 31. 

Students studying in 
Class 8 at government, 

aided and local body 
schools are eligible to ap-
ply. The online application 

facility opened on 
September 23 through 
the NMMS login on the 

Karnataka School 
Examination and 

Assessment Board web-
site. School heads and 

vice-principals across the 
district have been in-

structed to submit eligible 
students’ applications 
online without fail. For 

further details, students 
and schools can contact 

their respective Taluk 
Block Education Officers 

or the District Nodal 
Officer, the DIET principal 

stated.

LAST DATE TO APPLY 
OCTOBER 31

Academy hosts 
conference on 

rare mineral 
security

CH NEWS, KARWAR

The Karnataka Science 
and Technology Academy 

will organize a two-day 
national conference on 

“Security of Rare Mineral 
Value Chain for 

Sustainable 
Development” on 

November 4 and 5 at its 
office. Scientists from re-
puted institutions will de-

liver technical lectures. 
Scientists, mining industry 
representatives, research-

ers, academicians, offi-
cials, entrepreneurs, 

startups, buyers and ex-
porters can participate. 
Young scientists and re-
search scholars can also 

present papers, with a 
cash prize for the selected 
paper. Interested partici-

pants must register by 
October 30 at https://​

forms.​gle/​wgyoGKPoZ-
VK8RJhCA. For details, 
contact 9620767819 or 

9743084194, or visit 
https://​kstacademy.​in, 

said Dr. Anand R., 
Academy CEO.

CONFERENCE ON 
NOVEMBER 4 AND 5 

REGISTER BY OCTOBER 30

INAUGURATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS SET

Shivaraj S. Tangadagi
Kannada and Culture Minister

7 Taluk Panchayat seats reserved for STs in Gadag 
taluk, all allotted to ST women in the draft list

Students learn disaster safety and 
emergency response

BAGEPALLI: My Bharat Chikkaballapura organized a disaster man-
agement awareness programme at the Government ITI College in 
Bagepalli on Tuesday to mark the International Day for Disaster Risk 
Reduction.

Students learned about natural and human-​made disasters, their 
risks, safety precautions, emergency response and post-​disaster relief 
and rehabilitation. The session highlighted ways to prevent loss of 
life and property during emergencies.

Organizers stressed that preparedness, timely action and public 
cooperation are essential for disaster management. Students were 
encouraged to spread awareness in society.

District Youth Officer A. Mahendra Reddy, Principal Manjunatha 
Gowda, Taluk Fire Officer Lakshman, fire department representative 
Balappa, faculty members and students attended.

Patil warns KIADB plot defaulters of 
cancellation
Minister for Large and 
Medium Industries M.B. Patil 
has directed officials to cancel 
industrial plot allotments 
under KIADB rules if entre-
preneurs fail to make pay-
ments within the prescribed 
period.

At a review meeting at 
Khanija Bhavan, he warned 
that officials who failed to 
enforce the rules would face 
action.

Allottees must pay 30 per 

cent of the amount within one 
month. An additional month 
may be granted upon request, 
with 10 per cent interest. If 
payment remains pending, the 
allotment must be cancelled.

Patil said high demand 
required strict enforcement 
and urged officials to allot 
recovered plots to financially 
capable investors. Senior 
Industries Department and 
Karnataka Udyoga Mitra offi-
cials attended the meeting.

“There is strong 
competition among 

states to attract industrial 
investment. Karnataka 
cannot afford to fall 
behind.”

— M.B. Patil, Minister for Large 
and Medium Industries

I ,  M u r u g e s a p a n d i  S / o 
Thangavel R/ o Flat B001, 
SLV Sankalpa Apartment 
Survey No 2 Hosa Road 
B h u v a n e s w a r i  L a y o u t 
N a g a n a t h a p u r a 
Naganathapura Electronics 
City Bengaluru Karnataka - 
560100, I have changed the 
name of my minor daughter 
Magizhini  to Magizhini 
Murugesapandi aged 6 years

My client by name Sri. Mahalingaiah 
C.S son of Sri. Siddalingaiah, residing at: 
Hunasanahalli Village, Kanakapura Taluk 
and Bangalore South District, has lost 
Original Registered Sale Deed dated 
19-03-2022, executed by Smt. Sukanya. 
K.R and her Children in favour of Smt. 
Sheela. B.G, which is duly registered as 
Document No. KNK-1-15047/2021-22, 
CD. No. KNKD1363, Book-1, Regis-
tered on 19-03-2022 and Registered at 
Sub Register office, Kanakapura, while 
Xerox at Kanakapura Town on 10-09-
2026. Hence, if anyone found the said 
document, please intimate the same or 
handover the same to me or my client.

Place: Ramanagara.
Date: 13-10-2026.

 
Contact Address: Rajini. M.S., B.A., LL.B., 
Advocate., 1st Floor, Society Building, 

PLD Bank Road, Opposite Old Bus Stop, 
Ramanagara Town-562159. 

Mob: 8884242935.

PUBLIC NOTICE

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042

CLASSIFED
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CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

The Shivamogga district BJP 
Mahila Morcha staged a pro-
test at Sheenappa Shetty 
Circle, condemning allega-
tions of sexual harassment 
against Jawaharlal Nehru 
University professor and 
Congress MP Dr. Angomcha 
Bimol Akoijam. Police de-
tained protesters when they 
attempted to lay siege to the 
Congress office.

The protesters demanded an 
impartial investigation into 
the allegations involving 11 
female students. They said 
women’s safety, dignity and 
security must be protected, 
especially within educational 
institutions.

The Mahila Morcha called 
for a comprehensive inquiry 
under the law and university 
regulations. It also demanded 
adequate protection for the 
students and measures to pre-
vent pressure, intimidation or 
retaliation against them.

The protesters urged au-
thorities to strengthen wom-
en’s safety laws, improve 
awareness programmes and 
establish effective grievance 
redressal systems in educa-
tional institutions. They in-
sisted that the allegations be 
investigated transparently and 
that appropriate action be tak-
en based on the findings.

The organisation also criti-
cised the police response, 
comparing it with an incident 
involving Union Minister V. 
Somanna’s visit to Shivamog-
ga the previous day. Accord-

ing to the protesters, Con-
gress youth activists had dis-
played black flags, blocked 
the minister’s vehicle and al-
legedly insulted him during 
the visit.

The BJP Mahila Morcha 
questioned the difference in 
police arrangements during 

the two incidents. It alleged 
that heavy police deployment 
during its protest appeared to 
favour the Congress party and 
condemned the action.

The protesters submitted a 
memorandum to the President 
of India through the Deputy 
Commissioner, seeking action 
against the Congress MP over 
the allegations.

District Mahila Morcha 
president Madhura Shivanand, 
city president Rashmi Srini-
vas, secretary Surekha Mu-
ralidhar and several other par-
ty leaders participated in the 
protest. BJP district president 
N.K. Jagadish, city president 
Mohan Reddy and other local 
leaders were also present.

The protesters reiterated 
their demand for a fair inves-
tigation, protection for the 
students and accountability in 
handling the allegations.

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Former MLA H.P. Manju-
nath has assured Sched-
uled Caste (SC) leaders 
that he will work towards 
resolving alleged injus-
tice in the reservation al-
location for Zilla Pancha-
yat  const i tuencies in 
Hunsur taluk.

Speaking at a press 
conference at the local 
Journalists’ Association 
office, he said SC leaders 
from various political 
parties had submitted a 
written representation 
highlighting errors in the 
provisional reservation 
list. He assured them that 
legal steps would be tak-
en to address the issue.

Objections to be 
filed before October 
19
Manjunath said he had 
examined the draft list 
and identified points for a 
legal objection. He plans 
to submit the objection 
before the October 19 
deadline. He has also in-
formed District In-charge 
Minister Dr. Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Esh-
war Khandre about the 
matter. He intends to 
meet the Chief Electoral 
Officer to seek corrective 
action.

He said his experience 
as an MLA had taught 
him the importance of so-

cial justice and added that 
he considered it his re-
sponsibility to protect the 
rights of the Dalit com-
munity.

Concerns over taluk 
development
Manjunath expressed 
concern over unresolved 
issues in Hunsur taluk. 
He said farmers living 

near Nagarahole had lost 
cattle and other livestock 
in wildlife attacks. He 
claimed to have provided 
financial assistance to 
114 farmers who lost 44 
cows, 29 sheep and 41 
goats.

He also criticised the 
lack of progress on irriga-
tion problems and educa-
tion-related concerns. He 

questioned the absence of 
meetings with school 
headmasters  and ex-
pressed concern over the 
quality of primary educa-
tion. He added that the 
Rural Dasara meeting had 
not been held.

Minister U.T. 
Khader’s visit
Meanwhile, Minister U.T. 
Khader is scheduled to 
visit Hunsur on Saturday, 
November 18, at 10 am. 
His itinerary includes Bi-
likere Hobli, Gommatagi-
ri, the newly established 
Shadi Mahal, a historic 
church near Shafi Masjid 
and Azad Nagar. Grants 
have reportedly been al-
located for developing 
M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t y 
neighbourhoods.

Former Bilikere Block 
Congress president Basa-
varaju, advocate Puttara-
ju, Chikkaswamy and 
Hangodu Karthik attend-
ed the press conference.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Deputy Commissioner H.V. 
Darshan has warned of strict 
action against hospitals that 
turn away snakebite victims 
without providing essential 
first aid and simply refer 
them to other medical facili-
ties.

Chairing a meeting on 
snakebite prevention and 
reviewing fatalities in the dis-
trict, Darshan stressed that 
immediate treatment is cru-
cial in such emergencies. He 
noted that delays in receiving 
adequate medical care had 
contributed to deaths in cases 
where hospitals referred 
patients elsewhere without 
administering even basic 
treatment.

The Deputy Commissioner 
directed the District Health 

and Family Welfare Depart-
ment to issue notices to hos-
pitals found guilty of such 
lapses.

He said all Primary Health 
Centres (PHCs) in the district 
were equipped with medicines 
and facilities to provide initial 
treatment for snakebites. He 
advised people to take victims 
to the nearest PHC without 
delay.

Darshan also instructed the 
health department to intensify 
public awareness campaigns 
and ensure that information 
on snakebite prevention and 
emergency response was 
shared during Gram Sabha 
meetings.

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr H.R. 
Thimmaiah said the State gov-
ernment had recently declared 
snakebite a notifiable disease. 

Consequently, all hospitals 
and clinics are required to 
report every snakebite case to 

the health department.
District Surveillance Offi-

cer Dr Naveen Chandra Kulal 
presented figures showing an 
increase in reported cases. 
The district recorded 365 
snakebite cases in 2023, fol-
lowed by 625 cases and four 
deaths in 2024, and 752 cases 
and five deaths in 2025.

Up to September 2026, the 
district had reported 527 cases 
and four deaths.

Wenlock District Hospital 
Superintendent Dr Shiva
prakash, representatives of 
private hospitals and officials 
from allied departments at-
tended the meeting.

The Deputy Commissioner 
emphasised that timely first 
aid and prompt access to 
treatment must remain priori-
ties in preventing avoidable 
snakebite deaths.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

A total of 44,073 graduate 
voters in Chitradurga dis-
trict are eligible to vote in 
the Karnataka South-East 
Graduates’ Constituency 
election scheduled for Oc-
tober 23. Deputy Commis-
sioner S. Ramya announced 
that 55 polling stations have 
been established to conduct 
the election smoothly.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, she said the final 
electoral  roll  contains 
25,551 men and 18,522 
women. 

The previous list had 
41,358 voters, and 2,715 
new voters were added 
without removing any 
names from the earlier list.

The number of polling 
stations has increased from 
22 in the 2022 election to 
55 this year. Around 350 
election personnel have 
been appointed and are un-
dergoing training in Benga-
luru. The team includes pre-
siding officers, assistant 
presiding officers, polling 
officers and micro-observ-
ers.

Ten candidates remain 
in contest
The nomination process 
ended on October 6, and ten 

candidates remain in the 
contest after scrutiny. They 
include Congress candidate 
Shashi Hulikunte Math, 
BJP candidate K.M. Suresh/
Someshwara and Sarva Ja-
nata Party candidate G.C. 
Patil, along with seven in-
dependent candidates.

Voting will take place us-
ing ballot papers, with vot-
ers required to mark their 
preferences. 

The district administra-
tion and the District SVEEP 
Committee have prepared a 
demonstration video to ex-
plain the voting process. 
Voters can check the elec-
toral roll online or contact 
helpline 1950 for assis-
tance.

Verification process 
completed
Deputy Commissioner 
Ramya later met political 
party representatives and 
said verification of all 2,372 
voters who received notices 
during the special electoral 
roll revision had been com-

pleted. Final orders will be 
issued shortly. She also 
clarified that no eligible 
voter’s name had been re-
moved based on Form 7 ap-
plications.

Chitradurga has the high-
est number of graduate vot-
ers among the five districts 
covered by the constituen-
cy, which together have 
around 1.78 lakh voters. 
Officials said additional 
polling stations were estab-
lished to manage the turn-
out.

Election officials and po-
litical party representatives 
attended the meeting, where 
the final electoral roll with 
photographs was released.

BJP leader demands probe into 
Hasanamba festival spending

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Lawyer and BJP leader De-
varajegowda has demanded a 
judicial inquiry into alleged 
financial irregularities worth 
crores of rupees during last 
year’s Hasanamba festival in 
Hassan.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, he presented documents 
obtained under the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act and al-
leged that public money was 
misused. His demand comes 
shortly after the district in-
charge minister instructed of-
ficials to avoid excessive 
spending during this year’s 
festival.

According to the documents 
cited by Devarajegowda, more 
than ₹15 crore was spent on 
the 14‑day festival, with al-
leged irregularities exceeding 
₹9 crore.

He claimed that a bill of 
₹25 lakh was raised for cultur-
al programmes on the opening 
day, although no such activi-
ties took place. He also ques-
tioned expenses of ₹99.75 
lakh for distributing laddu 
prasada and ₹85 lakh for don-
ne prasada.

Other expenses reportedly 
included ₹98 lakh for queue 
barricades, German tents, 
mats and fans; ₹50 lakh for 
shamianas, LED arrangements 
and sound systems; and ₹80 
lakh for city lighting.

Devarajegowda further al-
leged that ₹60 lakh each was 

spent on temporary toilets and 
a war room. He claimed that 
funds were spent beyond ac-
tual requirements and alleged 
that kickbacks were received 
after contractor bills were 
cleared.

He also alleged that new 
cars, gold jewellery and ex-
pensive furniture worth lakhs 
of rupees were purchased. 
The allegations were directed 
at the Hassan Deputy Com-
missioner and former and cur-
rent Assistant Commissioners.

Devarajegowda demanded 
a comprehensive investiga-
tion, including an examina-
tion of phone call records 
following payments to last 
year’s contractor. The allega-
tions have renewed questions 
about festival spending, and a 
judicial inquiry could help es-
tablish the facts and account-
ability.

DC warns of action against hospitals 
denying snakebite first aid

BJP Mahila Morcha 
protest ends with 
police detentions

Woman murdered while walking 
with daughter in Chintamani

CH NEWS, CHINTAMANI

A 35‑year-old woman was 
murdered in a brutal attack 
while walking with her daugh-
ter on Filter Bed Road in 
Chintamani city, Chikka-
ballapura district, on Monday 
night.

The victim, identified as 
Sumitramma, was a resident 
of the area near Filter Bed 
Circle. The incident occurred 
around 8 pm when she was 
returning from a vegetable 
shop with her daughter, Vish-
nu Priya.

According to reports, an 
unidentified assailant fol-
lowed the mother and daugh-
ter on a two-wheeler. The at-
tacker intercepted them on a 
less-crowded stretch of the 
road and assaulted Sumitram-
ma with a lethal weapon be-
fore fleeing the scene.

Neighbours rushed to help 

after hearing the daughter’s 
screams. Sumitramma was 
taken to a hospital in critical 
condition but succumbed to 
her injuries.

Reports stated that Sumit-
ramma had previously married 
Venkatareddy, but the couple 
separated following frequent 
disputes. She reportedly mar-
ried Ramesh, a resident of 
Kapalli village, a year ago.

The motive behind the mur-
der remains unknown, and 
police are investigating the 
circumstances surrounding 
the incident.

Deputy Superintendent of 
Police Raghu visited the 
crime scene and the hospital 
to inspect the situation. A case 
has been registered at Chinta-
mani City Police Station, and 
further investigation is under-
way to identify the accused 
and establish the reason for 
the attack.

Chitradurga records 44,073 
voters for graduates’ poll

Polling stations have increased from 22 in 2022 to 55 
this year, with around 350 election personnel undergoing 

training in Bengaluru for various polling duties

Manjunath seeks justice for SC reservation in Hunsur

Gadag-Betageri announces 
water supply for Oct 14
CH NEWS, GADAG

Water will be supplied to 
several areas of Gadag-
Betageri twin cities on 

October 14, according to 
the City Municipal 

Council. The supply will 
cover parts of Wards 33, 
22, 4, 5, 16, 29, 35, 28 and 

14, including Keshava 
Nagar, Udaya Nagar, 
Manjunatha Nagar, 

Ganesha Nagar, 
Ambedkar Nagar, Sai 
Nagar, Adarsha Nagar 

and Tagore Road. Areas 
near the stadium, includ-

ing Meravade Master’s 
Lane and surrounding 

localities, will also receive 
water. The municipal 

commissioner urged resi-
dents to cooperate with 

the authorities if technical 
issues disrupt the supply.

Dharmasthala scheme 
hands over Vatsalya 
house in Tumakuru

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

The Sri Kshetra 
Dharmasthala Rural 

Development Scheme 
(SKSP) handed over a 

Vatsalya house to benefi-
ciaries Dharnesh and 

Dhanalakshmi at Kallur in 
Gubbi taluk, Tumakuru 

district. The programme 
was inaugurated by 

Shraddha Amit, founder 
and chief executive officer 

of Kshemavan. The 
organisers handed over 
the house to the couple 
and wished them well. 

Bharathi Srinivas, director 
of Tumakuru Milk Union, 
urged women to partici-
pate in the Gyan Vikas 

programme, learn about 
self-employment and 

become financially inde-
pendent. Regional direc-

tor Sheenappa M., district 
director Satish Suvarna 
and other officials, local 
representatives and pro-

gramme coordinators 
attended the event.

Sharannavaratri 
celebrations draw devotees 

to Yellapur Temple
CH NEWS, YELLAPUR

The Sharannavaratri fes-
tival is being celebrated 
with religious fervour at 
Sharadamba Temple in 
Nayakanakere, Yellapur, 
with devotees attending 

special prayers and rituals 
daily. Devotees are offer-
ing Saptashati Parayana, 

Kumkumarchane, Udi 
Seva and fruit offerings to 

Goddess Sharadamba. 
Daily programmes include 

bhajans, Shankar Stotra 
recitations and Bhagavad 

Gita chanting. Special 
decorations of the god-

dess attract visitors 
throughout the day. 

Annaprasad is served to 
devotees after the Maha 

Puja every evening. 
According to temple 

authorities, Chandika 
Yaga will be held on 

October 15, while the chil-
dren’s Aksharabhyasa 

ceremony is scheduled for 
October 20 at 10 am.

More than ₹15 crore was 
spent on the 14-day 

festival, with alleged 
irregularities exceeding 

₹9 crore

Snakebite cases in the 
district

2023 365

2024 625

2025 752

2026 (to Sept) 527
Deaths: four in 2024, five in 2025, four in 
2026 up to September

PRIORITISE FIRST AID

Highlights
→	 Protesters demand impartial 

inquiry and student safety.

→	 Police detain activists during 
Congress office siege.

→	 Memorandum submitted to 
President seeking action.

→	 Organisation criticises biased 
local police arrangements.

At a glance
TOTAL VOTERS

44,073
POLLING STATIONS

55
CANDIDATES

10
POLLING DATE

October 23

He considered it his 
responsibility to 
protect the rights of the 
Dalit community

Aid to 114 farmers

44 COWS LOST

29 SHEEP LOST

41 GOATS LOST

Dalit leaders seek SC reserved 
seat in Hunsur
The absence of a Scheduled 
Caste (SC) reserved seat in the 
Hunsur taluk Zilla Panchayat 
election has sparked concern 
among Dalit community 
leaders.

Leaders submitted a memo-
randum to former MLA H.P. 
Manjunath, urging him to 
bring the issue to the govern-
ment’s attention. They noted 
that previous Zilla Panchayat 
elections had reserved at least 
one constituency for the SC 
community.

Manjunath expressed con-
cern over the omission and 
acknowledged the communi-
ty’s support for him. He said 
he had contacted the con-
cerned minister and senior 
officials by telephone and 
memorandum, seeking a res-
ervation.

He assured the leaders that 
he would personally meet offi-
cials and make efforts to 
resolve the issue. Dalit com-
munity leaders were present 
during the meeting.

Tara hospital 
organises free 

health camp for 
senior citizens

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
 

Tara Clinic/Hospital organ-
ised a free health check-up 
and treatment  camp at 
Surabhi Old Age Home in 
Koppal to commemorate the 
late Dr. L.B. Kalal and his 
wife. The camp aimed to pro-
vide healthcare services and 
essential support to under-
privileged senior citizens.

Dr. Sushil Kumar Kalal, 
head of the hospital, led the 
programme, continuing his 
father's ideals of social ser-
vice and compassionate med-
ical care. He said his father 
believed that serving patients 
was like serving the Divine 
and that providing quality 
healthcare to everyone was 
the best tribute to his memory.

Free Medical Services Pro-
vided

Senior citizens and women 
at the home received health 
screenings, medical consulta-
tions and essential medicines 
free of cost. Blood tests, urine 
tests and ECG examinations 
were also conducted to assess 
their health conditions.

Doctors provided informa-
tion about major diseases and 
explained the importance of 
preventive healthcare. The or-
ganisers said the camp helped 
residents access medical ser-
vices and treatment without 
financial burden. As part of 
the Dasara celebrations, new 
clothes, uniforms, essential 
supplies and medicines were 
distributed to needy residents.
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CH NEWS, KARWAR

Deputy Commissioner K. 
Lakshmi Priya directed all de-
partment officers to utilize 
welfare funds released under 
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe schemes within 
their stipulated deadlines.

Chairing a progress review 
and District-Level Vigilance 
and Monitoring Committee 
meeting at her office hall on 
Tuesday, she stated that wel-
fare delivery must brook no 
delay. She stressed that funds 
earmarked for community fa-
cilities must directly reach 
eligible beneficiaries without 
bureaucratic roadblocks.

Turning to safety and legal 
protection, Priya instructed 
officials to provide immediate 
financial and medical assis-
tance to victims whenever 
cases of atrocities against SC 
and ST individuals are report-
ed. Authorities must actively 
inform these victims about 
available rehabilitation sup-
port. Additionally, she direct-
ed officers to immediately 
inspect sites and clear any 
encroachments detected on 
land reserved for community 
welfare.

Senior officers attended the 
session, including Zilla Pan-
chayat Deputy Secretary M.S. 
Allabaksh, Urban Develop-
ment Cell Project Director 
Zaheer Abbas, and Social 
Welfare Department Deputy 
Director Umesh Y.K. The ad-
ministration reaffirmed its 
collective commitment to 
safeguarding rights, securing 
reserved lands, and ensuring 
community members gain to-
tal access to every rupee allo-
cated for their ongoing socio-
economic progress.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka’s Department of 
Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs will make 
the Anna Seve mobile app 
available across the state from 
October 14, allowing ration 
card beneficiaries to complete 
their electronic Know Your 
Customer (e-KYC) verifica-
tion from home.

Food Minister Rizwan Ar-
shad announced the initiative 
in Bengaluru, stating that the 
app would help beneficiaries 
of Public Distribution System 
(PDS) schemes, including 
Anna Bhagya, complete the 
process without visiting fair 
price shops or government 
offices.

Developed jointly by the 

National Informatics Centre 
(NIC) and the Department of 
e-Governance, the app uses 
facial authentication technol-
ogy provided by the Unique 
Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI). Beneficiaries 
can download it free from the 
Google Play Store.

e-KYC Deadline Set For 
October 20
The app was initially tested in 
eight districts, including Ben-
galuru, Udupi, Uttara Kanna-
da and Ballari. During the pi-
lot phase from October 1 to 
12, around 1,60,267 benefi-
ciaries completed their e-KYC 
using the app.

According to the depart-
ment, Karnataka has approxi-
mately 2.67 crore PDS bene-

ficiaries, of whom more than 
2.06 crore have already com-
pleted the verification pro-
cess.

However, the department 
has clarified that beneficiaries 
who completed their e-KYC a 
year ago must also repeat the 
process. The final deadline for 
completing the verification is 
October 20.

Relief For Elderly 
Beneficiaries
The new facility is expected 
to make verification easier for 
elderly people and others who 
find it difficult to travel to ra-
tion shops or stand in long 
queues.

Through facial authentica-
tion, eligible beneficiaries can 
complete the required verifi-

cation using their mobile 
phones. The initiative aims to 
simplify the process and im-
prove access to essential pub-
lic distribution services.

The department has urged 
ration card holders to com-
plete their e-KYC before the 
deadline to avoid delays in 
the verification process.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Lawyers staged a protest out-
side Gate 1 of the Karnataka 
High Court in Bengaluru on 
Tuesday, opposing the arrests 
of lawyers and students during 
a demonstration in Delhi de-
manding the resignation of 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar.

The protesters raised con-
cerns over allegations of vot-
ers’ names being deleted from 
electoral rolls and police ac-
tion against demonstrators. 
They called for the protection 
of voting rights and the inde-
pendence of constitutional 
institutions.

Lawyers Raise 
Concerns Over Electoral 
Process
Lawyer S. Balan accused the 
Chief Election Commissioner 
of misusing his constitutional 
position and alleged that cit-
izens were being deprived of 
their voting rights. He ques-
tioned the statements made to 
the Supreme Court regarding 
Form 6 and claimed that 
Form 7 was being used to 
target minority communities. 
He demanded legal action 
against Kumar and called for 
his removal.

Balan also criticised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah over alleged political 

interference in constitutional 
institutions.

Protesters Condemn 
Police Action
Lawyer and legal activist 
Naras imhamur thy  con-
demned the alleged police 
action against lawyers, stu-
dents and journalists. He said 
attacks on legal and media 
professionals were unaccept-
able and referred to previous 
arrests of activists, including 
G.N. Saibaba and Father Stan 
Swamy, as well as cases 
linked to Bhima Koregaon.

Appeal For Supreme 
Court Intervention
M. Muniyappa, president of 
the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes Lawyers’ 
Association, expressed con-
cern over alleged deletions 
from electoral rolls and urged 
the Supreme Court to inves-
tigate the matter.

He called on lawyers’ asso-

ciations and civil society or-
ganisations to join a wider 
movement to protect demo-
cratic rights. He also de-
manded a review of the 2023 
law governing appointments 
to the Election Commission 
to safeguard its indepen-
dence.

Muniyappa criticised the 
arrests of protesters in Delhi 
and the removal of students 
demonstrating at Freedom 
Park in Bengaluru. He an-
nounced plans to lead a dele-
gation to submit a memoran-
dum to the Governor, seeking 
intervention to protect voting 
rights and ensure the integrity 
of the electoral process.

The allegations raised 
during the protest remain sub-
ject to verification.

HASSAN INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES,
HASSAN (An Autonomous Institute under the

Dept of Medical Education, Government of
Karnataka) SRI CHAMARAJENDRA HOSPITAL

CAMPUS, HASSAN

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-procurement
only) https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

HIMS, Hassan, invites e-tender for supply of Medical
Equipment’s and other items to various Department of HIMS
Teaching Hospital, and Maintenance of Maintenance of STP/
ETP Plant of HIMSHassan, from the manufacturer or
authorized dealers in two cover bid system as per KTTP Act-
1999. Sl. No.Name of the Equipment’s 01)ETO Gas Sterilizer
Machine 200 ltr with 5 years warranty with consumables and
SS Horizontal continuous Bend Sealer Machine 04
Department CSSD Qty 1  EMD Rs 30,000/-  02)2000 LPH RO
Plant  Department Dialysis Qty 1  EMD   Rs 53,000/-  03)EEG
Department Psychiatry  Qty 1  EMD   Rs 17,250/-  04)ECT
Department Psychiatry  Qty 1 EMD Rs 25,975/-  05)Alcohol
Breath Analyzer Department Psychiatry  Qty 2 EMDRs 6,250/
-  The Supplier can have access to e-tender documents from
14.10.2026 through website: https://kppp.karnataka. gov.in
on payment of transaction fee (non-refundable) as fixed by e-
portal. Last date for submission of tender application is up to
28.10.2026 5:00 p.m,. For further details contact the
undersigned in the office during working hours or through
website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Chief Administrative officer, Hassan Institute of
Medical Science, Hassan.

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀ

Website: https://himshassan.karnataka.gov.in/
Phone/Fax No.08172-231699, 231599,

Email:directorhims@yahoo.com
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Job No. 618//83  Hims Hassan  Size: 14X8

No :HIMS/TS/EQT/6/2026-TNDR-HIMS-HSNDate:12.10.2026

No: KBJNL/DDA/PB/TND/2026-27/1736        Dated:09.10.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION  (Through KPP Portal Only)

On behalf of the Managing Director, KBJNL, Bangalore the 
undersigned invites tender on Item Rate & Percentage basis 
from the eligible contractors for the work indents of Two 
Cover – (1) I. No. I. No. 3700—371.37	Lakhs (Others) (2) I.No. 
3701—318.32	 Lakhs (Others)  The contractor can have 
access and submit e-tender from 12.10.2026 to 31.10.2026  
up to 5-00 Pre-bid meeting on Dt: 22.10.2026 at 11.00 am in 
the office of Executive Engineer,KBJNL Dam Safety Unit-2 
Almatti,   Cover-I opened on Dt: 03.11.2026 at 11-00AM & 
Financial  Bid I.No. will be opened on   06.11.2026 at 11-00 
AM at the Office of the Executive Engineer, KBJNL, Dam 
Safety Unit-2 Almatti. For clarifications office of the 
undersigned may be contacted during office hours (Phone 
No. 08426-281027).  Further information about electronic 
tendering can be had from kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-  Executive Engineer, KBJNL, Dam Safety Unit-2, Almatti

KRISHNA BHAGYA JALA NIGAM LIMITED
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

Office of the Executive Engineer, KBJNL, 

Dam Safety Unit-2,  Almatti- 586201.  

E-mail:dam_division@rediffmail.com 

Job No-350     2x10
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Anna Seve App launches statewide 
for easy ration e-KYC

Food Minister Rizwan Arshad announced in Bengaluru an initiative enabling PDS and 
Anna Bhagya beneficiaries to complete processes without visiting shops or offices

Bengaluru lawyers demand CEC 
Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation

FIR registered 
against 20 activists 
over Somanna car 

gherao
CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Police have registered a suo motu 
FIR against 20 Youth Congress and 
NSUI activists for allegedly sur-
rounding Union Minister V. Soman-
na’s car and displaying black flags 
on B.H. Road in Shivamogga on 
Monday.

According to police, the incident 
occurred when Somanna was trav-
elling from the city’s private bus 
stand towards Parekh Vinayaka 
Mall to attend a private event.

The activists allegedly surround-
ed the moving vehicle, displayed 
black flags along with Congress 
and NSUI flags, and raised slogans 
against the BJP-led Central Gov-
ernment. They also reportedly at-
tempted to block the minister’s 
vehicle.

Police personnel intervened imme-
diately and removed the protesters 
from around the car, clearing the way 
for the minister to continue his jour-
ney.

Spend all welfare funds 
within timelines: DC

Koppal plans simple Valmiki 
Jayanti celebration

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Sri Maharshi Valmiki Jayanti 
will be celebrated in a simple 
and symbolic manner across 
Koppal district on October 
26. This quiet observance 
comes due to the enforcement 
of the election model code of 
conduct for the North-East 
Teachers’ Constituency.

Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Suresh B. Itnal announced 
this plan during an official 
preparatory meeting on Tues-
day. The Social Welfare De-
partment organised the gath-
ering at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office hall.

Dr. Itnal explained that 
strict election rules prevent 
large public gatherings right 
now. However, he assured the 
public that a grand celebration 
will be held once the election 
code of conduct ends. The ad-
ministration will choose the 
final date after consulting 
Valmiki community members. 
Dr. Itnal urged local leaders to 

discuss the matter together, 
select a suitable date, and in-
form district officials soon.

For the official event on 
October 26, leaders will offer 
floral tributes and prayers 
before Sri Maharshi Valmiki’s 
portrait at 10 am inside the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office 
hall. The Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed all regional 
government offices and Gram 
Panchayats to follow this 
exact routine by holding quiet 
prayers on their premises.

Key officials attended the 
planning session, including 
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Varnit Negi, Proj-
ect Director Manjunath Gun-
dur, and Deputy Director 
Ajjappa Sogalada. Prominent 
community leaders, such as 
Dr. K.N. Patil and Suresh 
Donni, also participated ac-
tively. Everyone agreed to 
honour the revered sage with 
deep devotion, while fully re-
specting the legal election 
boundaries.

Venu Srinivasan visits 
Chamarajeshwara Temple

CH NEWS, CHAMARAJANAGAR

TVS Motor Company 
Chairman Emeritus Venu 
Srinivasan arrived by heli-
copter in Chamarajanagar 
and offered prayers at the 
historic Chamarajeshwara 

Temple. He performed 
Panchamrita Abhishek to 
Lord Chamarajeshwara 
and saffron archana to 
Kempananjamba Devi 

and Sri Chamundeshwari 
Devi. Priests explained 

the temple’s history and 
traditions. Srinivasan was 
informed about the tem-

ple’s upcoming 200th 
anniversary and assured 
cooperation in its devel-
opment. Temple execu-
tive officer Rajashekhar 
was present. After the 

visit, Srinivasan travelled 
to his coffee estate at 

Bedaguli in 
Chamarajanagar taluk.

State-level under-14 chess 
tournament begins Oct 15

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

A state-level chess tour-
nament for the Under-14 
category for the 2026‑27 

academic year will be 
held at MMDRS, 
Hirebenakal, in 

Gangavathi taluk on 
October 15. The tourna-
ment is being organised 
jointly by the Koppal dis-
trict administration, Zilla 

Panchayat, School 
Education Department 
and other local authori-
ties. The inauguration is 
scheduled for 10 am on 

Thursday. The pro-
gramme will include flag 
hoisting, lighting of the 

sports torch, administra-
tion of the sports pledge 

and an inaugural cere-
mony. MMDRS principals 

Rajeshwari and 
Ramalingappa, Block 
Education Officer H.B. 

and other education offi-
cials and teachers’ asso-
ciation representatives 
are expected to partici-

pate.

Mahalakshmi Mahila 
Mandala celebrates 
temple anniversary

CH NEWS, GADAG

The Mahalakshmi Mahila 
Mandala celebrated the 
first anniversary of the 

Mahalakshmi Temple at 
Gaddadevaramath Oni in 
Shahapur Peth with spe-
cial religious programmes 

during Navaratri and 
Dasara. The celebrations 
included special prayers 

and a Rudrabhisheka cer-
emony, attended by 

members of the Mahila 
Mandala. The women 

participated in the pro-
gramme with devotion 
and enthusiasm. A spe-

cial highlight of the event 
was that all members of 
the Mahalakshmi Mahila 
Mandala wore sarees of 
the same colour, adding 
unity and beauty to the 
anniversary celebration.

Key details
LAUNCH DATE

October 14, statewide rollout
E-KYC DEADLINE

October 20, including repeat 
verification

BENEFICIARY COVERAGE

2.67 crore PDS beneficiaries

VERIFICATION PROGRESS

Over 2.06 crore completed e-KYC
PILOT RESULTS

1,60,267 beneficiaries across eight 
districts

TECHNOLOGY & ACCESS

UIDAI facial authentication; free 
Android app on Google Play Store

At a glance
■	 Strict Fund Deadlines: 

Utilize all allocated welfare 
funds within stipulated 
periods without delays

■	 Immediate Victim Support: 
Provide instant financial, 
medical, and rehabilitation 
assistance to atrocity victims

■	 Land Encroachment 
Clearance: Inspect and clear 
encroachments on lands 
reserved for community 
welfare

■	 Bureaucratic Account-
ability: Ensure welfare 
benefits reach eligible 
beneficiaries without 
administrative hurdles

Rizwan Arshad
Food Minister

Protection of voting rights 
and the independence of 

constitutional institutions

Koppal farmers 
advised to 

choose crops 
based on soil 

moisture
CH NEWS,KOPPAL

 
The Agriculture Department 
has advised farmers in Koppal 
district to select suitable crops 
and varieties based on soil 
moisture for the 2026-27 
Hingaru (rabi) season to im-
prove yields and reduce culti-
vation costs.

The Joint Director of Agri-
culture urged farmers to con-
sider soil type, available 
moisture, rainfall and irriga-
tion facilities before sowing. 
Farmers were advised to 
avoid large-scale sowing 
during the current rainfall 
deficit and ensure sufficient 
moisture for crop growth.

Crop Selection Based On Soil 
Conditions

Farmers with deep black soil 
can grow Bengal gram, sorghum 
and safflower, which are suit-
able for retaining residual mois-
ture. In medium-depth black 
soil, sowing decisions should 
depend on available moisture. 
Short-duration varieties of Ben-
gal gram and sorghum are rec-
ommended for red soil and areas 
with low moisture retention.

In fields lacking sufficient 
moisture, sowing should be de-
layed until adequate rainfall  
occurs. 

Nitte jackfruit processing unit lies idle, 
Nemiraj alleges

KARKALA
The jackfruit processing unit established in Nitte vil-

lage of Karkala taluk to provide employment to rural 
women is reportedly lying unused. Social activist Bel-
lippadi Nemiraj Rai has alleged that the unit exists only 
in name, raising concerns over the use of government 
funds and the future of local farmers and women.



ibcworldnews.com

WEDNESDAY   OCTOBER 14, 2026 7KALABURAGI BUSINESS

NEW DELHI

India has retained its position 
as the world’s most mature 
flexible office market and is 
expec ted  to  c ross  the 
100 MSF mark in 2026, ex-
panding to about 160 million 
square feet by 2030, a report 
said on Tuesday.

The country’s flexible office 
inventory reached 88.7 mil-
lion square feet in the first 
half of 2026, accounting for 
10.5 per cent of the country’s 
office stock, the report from 
Cushman & Wakefield said. 
Moreover, the country scored 
100  per cent on the firm’s 
Flexible Office Market Matu-
rity Index and flexible work-
space is evolving from an 
amenity into a strategic com-
ponent of occupier real estate 
portfolios, it added.

According to an Upflex 
analysis, India’s share of 
global bookings increased 
sharply from 2.2 per cent in 
H1 2025 to 10.2 per cent in 
H1 2026, making it the sec-
ond-most active market glob-
ally after the United States, 
the report noted.

India continues to demon-
strate strong momentum 
across occupier demand, sup-
ply growth and operator ac-
tivity. The expansion is being 
underpinned by sustained oc-
cupier demand.

Flexible office operators 
leased 8.4 MSF across India’s 
top eight cities in H1 2026, 
their strongest-ever first-half 
performance, while flexible 
workspace now accounts for 
around 20 per cent of overall 
office leasing in India.

In addition, operators leased 
44.1 MSF of space, represent-
ing more than 720,000 flex 
seats between 2023 and 2025, 
while managed office require-
ments averaged between 350 
and 500 seats, the report 
noted.

Meanwhile, seat demand 
has expanded consistently de-
spite periods of macroeco-
nomic volatility, growing 
nearly 7-fold from nearly 
38,000 seats in 2020 to an es-
timated 3 lakh in 2026.

“Greater institutional par-
ticipation is bringing long-
term capital and discipline 
into the sector, while evolv-
ing occupier expectations are 

pushing operators towards 
higher-quality, more sophisti-
cated offerings. With newer 
demand pools also emerging, 
including AI-led businesses, 
the opportunity for flex is be-
coming both broader and 
more enduring,” said Ramita 
Arora, Executive Managing 
Director, Bengaluru, and 
Head – Flex, India, Cushman 
& Wakefield.

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Tuesday held talks 
with Czech Republic Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Industry and Trade Karel 
Havlicek in New Delhi, re-
viewing bilateral defence in-
dustrial cooperation and 
agreeing to expand collabora-
tion in the sector.

The meeting comes as In-
dia seeks to strengthen do-
mestic defence manufactur-
ing under the Atmanirbhar 
Bharat initiative while ex-
panding partnerships with 
international partners. Both 
sides reviewed progress in 
existing defence industry col-
laborations and expressed 
satisfaction with the perfor-
mance of joint ventures in-
volving Indian and Czech 
entities.

Singh said the discussions 
focused on building on the 
achievements of these part-
nerships and widening coop-
eration through the In-
dia-Czech Joint Defence 
Committee. The mechanism 
is expected to support further 

engagement between the two 
countries in defence produc-
tion and industrial collabora-
tion.

He added that both sides 
had acknowledged progress 
in joint ventures and agreed 
to deepen collaboration to ad-
vance India’s domestic de-
fence manufacturing objec-
tives.

India has increasingly em-
phasised indigenous produc-
tion of military equipment, 
technology development and 
industrial partnerships as part 
of its broader defence strategy. 
Cooperation with international 
partners can provide opportu-
nities for technology ex-
change, manufacturing collab-
oration and strengthening do-
mestic industrial capabilities.

In separate remarks earlier 

in October, Singh highlighted 
the changing nature of mod-
ern warfare, saying military 
operations now extend be-
yond conventional land, sea 
and air domains to include 
space, cyberspace, the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum and in-
formation operations.

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Tuesday de-
clined to rule out changes to 
the long-term capital gains 
(LTCG) tax regime, saying 
preparations for the next 
Union Budget have begun but 
it was too early to indicate 
the government’s position.

Speaking at the Bloomberg 
New Economy Forum, Sitha-
raman acknowledged that in-
vestors in India and abroad 
have been raising concerns 
about the country’s capital 
gains tax framework. She 
said the government would 
carefully consider views on 
the issue as it prepares the 
Union Budget for 2027-28, 

scheduled to be presented on 
February 1, 2027.

The minister also high-
lighted the securities transac-
tion tax (STT) as a related 
matter, noting that market 
participants have questioned 
whether different asset class-
es should be treated similarly. 
She indicated that the govern-
ment would listen closely to 
feedback on both taxation 
issues.Under the current 
rules, long-term capital gains 
on listed equities and equity 
mutual funds held for more 
than one year are taxed at 
12.5 per cent. Gains of up to 
Rs 1.25 lakh annually are ex-
empt from the tax.

These provisions were in-
troduced in the July 2024 

Budget, when the govern-
ment raised the LTCG tax 
rate from 10 per cent and in-
creased the annual exemption 
threshold from Rs 1 lakh.

The Union Budget 2026 
retained the existing capital 
gains tax structure despite ex-
pectations among some mar-
ket participants for a lower 
rate or a higher exemption 
limit. However, it increased 
the STT applicable to futures 
and options trades.

Industry groups and for-
eign portfolio investors have 
argued that India’s tax frame-
work affects the competitive-
ness of domestic equity mar-
kets and investment flows. 
Foreign investors have also 
remained net sellers of Indian 

equities for extended periods 
this year.

NEW DELHI

The chemistry between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Canadian counterpart 
Mark Carney is “excellent”, 
and the two nations have nev-
er had as “good a relation-
ship” as they have right now, 
Canadian High Commissioner 
to India Christopher Cooter 
said on Tuesday.

Speaking ahead of Canadi-
an Foreign Minister Anita 
Anand’s arrival in New Delhi 
later in the day, Cooter went 
over recent engagements be-
tween the leadership of the 
two countries, among them 
meetings between External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) S 

Jaishankar and Anand. He 
also spoke about the coming 
visit of Canada’s Trade Min-
ister Maninder Sidhu.

“I think it is fair to say that 
we never had as good a rela-

tionship as we have right 
now. Starting at the highest 
level, the chemistry between 
our two Prime Ministers is 
excellent. They have met four 
times in just over a year. Of-

ficials are also meeting regu-
larly. We recently had our 
National Security Advisor 
here for discussions with his 
Indian counterpart, and our 
Foreign Minister is coming 
here. This will be her 10th 
meeting with India’s External 
Affairs Minister over the past 
year,” the Canadian High 
Commissioner told media 
persons.

“Our Trade Minister will 
also visit next week, leading 
a delegation of 300 Canadian 
business representatives. I be-
lieve this is the largest trade 
delegation we have ever tak-
en anywhere, certainly to In-
dia. They will be here for a 
week, going to several cities 
in southern India. We have 
got dialogues on energy, mi-
gration and defence, and we 

expect a defence-related visit 
in the near future. We had at 
least six other ministers visit-
ing India over the past year. 
Our Prime Minister of course 
came here in March. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
expected to come to Canada 
in early December. At that 
point, we are hoping to sign 
our first Free Trade Agree-
ment during that visit.”

MUMBAI

India is taking a very smart 
approach to regulation when 
it comes to artificial intelli-
gence (AI), regulating to the 
point where it is not stifling 
innovation and investment, 
Sandip Patel, MD, IBM India 
and South Asia, said on Tues-
day, adding that AI gover-
nance is very, very critical at 
this crucial juncture.

On the sidelines of the 
‘IBM Think 2026’ conference 
here, Patel said this balanced 
approach would continue for 
a while as AI technology 
evolves.

Digital sovereignty, he said, 
is not just an India issue but a 
global one. For Patel, digital 
sovereignty means ‘Digital 
Swaraj’.

“I think it’s important, both 
from an AI and infrastructure 
standpoint. You have to main-
tain a level of sovereignty that 
is aligned to the regulations 
that you are governed by as 
an enterprise, but also the 
kinds of workloads that you 
are, in fact, working with,” he 
said.

The government plans to 
bring out a consultation paper 
on AI regulations soon, with 
a key focus on ensuring AI 
safety and curbing the danger 
posed by deepfakes. The con-
sultation paper will focus on 
skilling, safety, and ensuring 
that no one is left behind as 
the AI technology advances.

According to Union Elec-
tronics and IT Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, AI cannot be 
governed through legislation 

alone and “We have to bring a 
techno-legal solution”.

Data provenance, data ac-
curacy, whether an enterprise 
uses only the data it is sup-
posed to use and whether it is 
clear about how it uses that 
data all come with gover-
nance, Patel said.

“Model governance is also 
the key, which means what 
models are you using, when 
are you using it. Are you up-
dating the models? Is your 
model relevant for what you 
are trying to use it for? Those 
are all questions that come 
into model governance,” said 
Patel.

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) may keep tightening 
monetary policy into the first 
half of 2027-28, with leading 
global brokerages forecasting 
repo rate hikes adding up to 
around 75 basis points as in-
flation risks rise.

Brokerages including Bank 
of America (BofA), Goldman 
Sachs and UBS have warned 
that escalating tensions in the 
Middle East, disruptions to 
energy supplies and strength-
ening El Niño conditions 
could push consumer prices 
up, according to a report.

BofA and UBS expect the 
RBI to raise the repo rate at 
its monetary policy meetings 
during FY27, and the tighten-
ing cycle could run into the 
first half of FY28. The fore-
casts reflect concern that cost-
lier energy and weather-relat-
ed disruptions could add to 
inflation.

UBS sees India’s headline 
inflation averaging around 

5.2 per cent in FY27 and stay-
ing above 5 per cent through 
the first half of FY28. It also 
warned that adverse weather 
could hit global food prices, 
with the effect possibly show-
ing up after a delay.

Historically, major weather 
disruptions have fed through 
six to 18 months after their 
peak, the brokerage said. With 
the peak likely between No-
vember and February, the big-
gest impact on global food 
prices could come in 2027 
and early 2028.

Inflation worries have 
grown since consumer price 
index (CPI) inflation rose to 
a 23-month high of 5.54 per 
cent in September from 
4.8 per cent in August, driven 

mainly by dearer food and 
vegetables.

Food inflation climbed to 
7.74 per cent in September 
from 5.97 per cent in August, 
while inflation in food and 
beverages rose to 7.36  per 
cent from 5.66 per cent.

FM keeps door open to LTCG tax ahead of Budget 2027
ON THE RUPEE, NIRMALA SITHARAMAN SAID THE RBI WAS FOCUSED ON CURBING 

EXCESSIVE VOLATILITY RATHER THAN DEFENDING A PARTICULAR EXCHANGE RATE.

LTCG on listed equities
BEFORE JULY 2024

10%
Gains up to Rs 1 lakh a year 
exempt

▶

NOW

12.5%
Gains up to Rs 1.25 lakh a year 
exempt

India, Czech Republic agree to 
expand defence industrial ties

India’s flex office market likely 
to hit 160 MSF by 2030

“Had a wonderful 
meeting with the 

Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade of the Czech 
Republic, Karel Havlicek in 
New Delhi today.”

— Rajnath Singh, Defence 
Minister, on X

Key focus areas
→	 Expanding defence industrial 

cooperation

→	 Strengthening existing joint 
ventures

→	 Promoting indigenous 
defence manufacturing

→	 Deepening collaboration 
through the India-Czech 
Joint Defence Committee

DID YOU KNOW?
India scored 100 per 
cent on Cushman & 

Wakefield’s Flexible Office 
Market Maturity Index: the 
world’s most mature flexible 
office market.

?

‘India regulating AI without stifling 
innovation, investment’

RBI may raise repo rate by 75 basis 
points, say brokerages

“I think the bigger question that we should be asking 
ourselves is how do we drive digital sovereignty? And 
the issue of sovereignty, it’s not just an India issue; it’s 
global.”
SANDIP PATEL MD, IBM India and South Asia

Inflation in September

Food 7.74%

Food and beverages 7.36%

Rural 6.08%

Headline CPI 5.54%

Urban 4.88%
Up from 4.8% headline and 5.97% food 
inflation in August

LEADERS STEP UP ENGAGEMENT

India-Canada relations better than ever: Canadian envoy

BILATERAL TIES 
IN A NUTSHELL

Leadership 
chemistry: 
Modi-Carney 
ties “excellent” 
after past 
tensions

High-level 
engagements: 
leaders’ 
meetings, 
including at the 
G7; Jaishankar-
Anand talks

Trade goal: 
both nations 
aim for 
two-way trade 
of about 
$70 billion by 
2030

Upcoming: 
Modi expected 
in Canada in 
early 
December; 
both sides aim 
for an FTA

Sensex surges over 
1,100 points, Nifty 

gains 1.6%
MUMBAI

Benchmark equity indices 
rebounded sharply on 

Tuesday, recovering from 
the previous session’s 

losses as investor senti-
ment improved after 

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman indicated 

openness to discussions 
on key market-related 

taxes, including long-term 
capital gains (LTCG) tax 

and securities transaction 
tax (STT). The Finance 
Minister said she would 

be keen to hear the views 
of market participants on 

LTCG tax and STT, 
describing such debates 

as healthy. Her comments 
boosted investor confi-

dence and sparked 
broad-based buying 

across sectors.

Rupee jumps 77 
paise, logs sharp 

gains for second day
NEW DELHI

The Indian rupee appreci-
ated by 77 paise against 

the US dollar in early 
trade on Tuesday, sup-

ported by RBI measures 
aimed at reducing imme-
diate dollar demand and 
curbing excessive posi-

tions in the foreign 
exchange market. The 

domestic currency 
opened at 95.17 and then 
gained ground to touch 

95.05, up 77 paise over its 
previous close.

The measures, including a 
dedicated dollar window 
for oil marketing compa-
nies through designated 
banks and higher costs 

for certain foreign 
exchange hedging trans-
actions, are expected to 
reduce dollar demand in 
the spot market and curb 

speculative positions 
against the rupee.

On the outlook for the 
rupee, experts expect the 
Indian currency to trade in 
a 95.60-97.50 per dollar 
range by end-2026, with 
most projections cluster-
ing around the 96-97 per 

dollar mark.
Earlier in October, the 
Reserve Bank of India 

tightened rules governing 
forex derivatives trades to 

curtail speculative bets 
against the rupee and 

asked banks to create a 
20 per cent reserve for 

dollar purchases of over 
$2 million.

Meanwhile, the dollar 
index, which gauges the 

greenback’s strength 
against a basket of six 
currencies, was trading 
0.15 per cent lower at 

102.43.

Singapore DyPM on 
India trip to bolster 

bilateral economic ties
NEW DELHI

Singapore’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Energy, 
Trade, and Industry 

Minister Gan Kim Yong is 
on an India trip from 

October 13 to 15, with the 
visit reaffirming the long-

standing and multifac-
eted bilateral relationship 

between the two coun-
tries, according to a 

Singapore government 
statement. Deputy Prime 

Minister Gan will be in 
New Delhi on Tuesday 

and Wednesday, where 
he will participate in the 

8th Bloomberg New 
Economy Forum and 

speak on a panel on how 
countries are moving 

towards self-sufficiency 
globally. A member of the 

BNE Advisory Board, he 
will also meet senior 

Indian government offi-
cials and business leaders 

on the sidelines of the 
forum. He will visit 

Chennai on October 15.

Not right moment to 
say what govt will 
consider on LTCG

●  �Sitharaman declines 
to rule out changes to 
long-term capital gains 
taxation.

●  �Budget 2027-28 is 
scheduled for presen-
tation on February 1, 
2027.

●  �Listed equities and 
equity mutual funds 
currently attract a 12.5 
per cent LTCG tax after 
one year.
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For decades, the campus-
es of India’s premier 
institutions were often 

seen as predominantly male 
spaces. The Indian Institutes 
of Technology (IITs) became 
symbols of engineering excel-
lence, while the Indian Insti-
tutes of Management (IIMs) 
emerged as gateways to man-
agement, leadership and cor-
porate careers. Women were 
present in both systems, but 
their representation was com-
paratively limited, particularly 
in some technical and quanti-
tative disciplines.

That picture is gradually 
changing.

More women are now en-
tering prestigious higher-ed-
ucation institutions, compet-
ing successfully in demand-
ing entrance examinations 
and moving into professional 
careers that were once heavi-
ly dominated by men. The 
changing gender landscape of 
IITs and IIMs is not simply a 
story about numbers. It re-
flects wider changes in aspi-
rations, educational access, 
family attitudes, career choic-
es and the participation of 
women in India’s profession-
al economy.

From the Classroom to the 
Boardroom
The journey of a woman en-
tering an IIT or IIM does not 
end with admission. For 
many students, these institu-
tions provide access to labo-
ratories, research opportuni-
ties, internships, industry 
networks, entrepreneurship 
programmes and global expo-
sure. At IITs, women are in-
creasingly visible across en-
gineering, science, technolo-
gy and interdisciplinary pro-
grammes. At IIMs, women 
have expanded their presence 
in management education and 
are preparing for careers in 
consulting, finance, technolo-
gy, marketing, entrepreneur-
ship, public policy and other 
sectors.

This creates an important 
chain:

Education → Skills → 
Opportunity → Employment 

→ Leadership.
When more women partici-
pate at every stage of this 
chain, the effect can extend 
beyond individual careers.

Why Is the Change Happening?
Several factors are contribut-
ing to the changing landscape. 
First, awareness about profes-
sional education has in-
creased. Families in towns 
and villages are increasingly 
familiar with competitive ex-
aminations, scholarships, 
coaching resources, online 
learning and career opportu-
nities. Second, digital educa-
tion has reduced some tradi-
tional barriers. A student does 
not necessarily need to live in 
a major metropolitan city to 
access lectures, study materi-
al, test series, mentoring and 

information about competi-
tive examinations. Third, 
changing social expectations 
have encouraged more girls to 
consider careers in engineer-
ing, management, science, 

technology and research. 
Fourth, the visibility of suc-
cessful women matters. When 
young students see women 
working as engineers, scien-
tists, entrepreneurs, profes-
sors, administrators, manag-
ers and corporate leaders, 
professional success becomes 
more imaginable.

IITs: Changing the Engineering 
Classroom
Engineering education has 
historically had a gender im-
balance, particularly in several 
branches of engineering. In-
creasing female participation 
therefore represents an im-
portant transformation. Wom-
en entering IITs are not simply 
increasing the number of fe-
male students. They are par-
ticipating in areas that shape 
the future including artificial 
intelligence, computer sci-
ence, biotechnology, electron-
ics, renewable energy, mathe-
matics, data science and other 
emerging fields.

The importance of this par-
ticipation goes beyond em-
ployment. The technologies 
designed today influence 
healthcare, transportation, ed-
ucation, agriculture, finance 
and communication. Greater 
diversity among students and 
professionals can bring a 
wider range of experiences 
and perspectives into these 
fields. However, representa-
tion should not be measured 
only by admission figures. 
The more meaningful ques-
tion is whether women re-
ceive equal opportunities to 
participate in research, lead-
ership, internships, entrepre-
neurship and high-growth 
professional sectors.

IIMs: Women and the Changing 
Management Classroom
Management education has 
also witnessed significant 
changes in female participa-
tion. Business schools are 
training future managers, en-
trepreneurs, consultants, pol-

icymakers and corporate lead-
ers. As more women enter 
management programmes, the 
classroom becomes more rep-
resentative of the society and 
workforce that these institu-

tions serve.
Women graduates are in-

creasingly entering sectors 
that were once perceived as 
predominantly male. They are 
building careers in finance, 
consulting, technology, con-
sumer businesses, healthcare, 
education, startups and public 
administration. The presence 
of women in management ed-
ucation can also influence 
younger generations. A girl 
who sees women leading 
companies or managing ma-
jor projects may begin to re-
gard leadership not as an ex-
ception but as a realistic ca-
reer possibility.

Placement Packages Are Only 
One Part of the Story
Higher salary packages and 
strong placement opportuni-
ties naturally attract students 
toward premier institutions. 
But the value of IITs and IIMs 
should not be reduced to the 
highest salary package an-
nounced during a placement 
season. A quality education 
provides knowledge, analyti-
cal ability, communication 
skills, professional networks 
and the confidence to solve 
complex problems. Salary is 
an important outcome for 
many students, but it should 
be considered alongside job 
role, learning opportunities, 
career progression, workplace 
culture, location, work-life 
balance and long-term profes-
sional development. For wom-
en in particular, the transition 
from campus to workplace 
also raises broader questions 
about workplace equality, 
safety, flexibility, parental re-
sponsibilities and opportuni-
ties for advancement.

The Next Challenge: From 
Representation to Retention
Getting more women into 
prestigious institutions is only 
the beginning. The larger 
challenge is ensuring that 
women remain and progress 
through the professional pipe-

line. A student may success-
fully enter an IIT or IIM, ob-
tain a degree and secure a 
good job. But professional 
equality requires opportuni-
ties to reach senior positions 

as well. This means institu-
tions and employers need to 
pay attention to mentoring, 
fair evaluation, workplace 
flexibility, parental support, 
professional development and 
transparent career progres-
sion. The goal should not sim-
ply be more women entering 
the pipeline. It should be 
more women successfully 
moving through the pipeline.

The Importance of Role Models
Every generation needs role 
models. When girls meet 
women engineers, scientists, 
managers, entrepreneurs, pro-
fessors and administrators, 
they receive a powerful mes-
sage: professional ambition is 
compatible with being a 
woman. Schools therefore 
have an important role to 
play. Career counselling 
should begin before students 
reach the stage of choosing a 
college. Girls should be en-
couraged to explore mathe-
matics, science, technology, 
business and other fields ac-
cording to their interests and 
abilities. At the same time, 
boys should also be educated 
about gender equality. A bal-
anced professional world is 
not a women’s issue alone; it 
is a social issue.

Opportunity Must Reach Beyond 
Metropolitan India
One of the most important 
questions is whether the 
changing gender landscape is 
reaching students from rural 
areas and smaller towns. Tal-
ent exists everywhere, but 
opportunities are not distrib-
uted equally. A girl from a 
small town may have the abil-
ity to enter a premier institu-
tion but may lack access to 
high-quality preparation, 
mentoring or reliable career 
information. Scholarships, 
digital learning, affordable 
coaching, improved school 
education and career guid-
ance can help narrow this 
gap. The future of Indian ed-

ucation should therefore fo-
cus not only on increasing 
female participation but also 
on making that participation 
socially and geographically 
diverse.

A Larger Economic and Social 
Impact
When women receive high-​
quality education and mean-
ingful employment, the bene-
fits can extend to families and 
communities. Educated wom-
en can contribute to house-
hold income, support chil-
dren’s education, participate 
in decision-making and be-
come role models for younger 
generations. Their profession-
al experiences can also influ-
ence social attitudes toward 
women’s careers. At the na-
tional level, greater participa-
tion of women in skilled pro-
fessions can contribute to In-
dia’s human-capital develop-
ment. But participation must 
be accompanied by genuine 
opportunity. A degree alone 
does not guarantee equality. 
Equal access to professional 
growth is equally important.

Beyond Numbers
The changing gender land-
scape of IITs and IIMs should 
ultimately be understood as 
part of a broader transforma-
tion in Indian society. The 
question is no longer simply 
whether women can enter the 
country’s most competitive 
institutions. Women have al-
ready demonstrated their abil-
ity to compete, learn and suc-
ceed in demanding academic 
environments. The more im-
portant questions are: What 
opportunities will they receive 
after graduation? How many 
will move into leadership? 
Will workplaces provide con-
ditions that allow them to 
build long-term careers? And 
will girls from every social 
and geographical background 
have a fair chance to partici-
pate?

The answers will shape the 
next phase of India’s educa-
tional and professional devel-
opment. IITs and IIMs are 
more than campuses. They are 
institutions that influence the 

aspirations of millions of 
young Indians. As more wom-
en enter their classrooms, lab-
oratories, hostels, placement 
programmes and leadership 
networks, they are helping re-
define what India’s profes-
sional future can look like.

NEPAL’S HIMALAYAN DISASTER: 
A STARK WARNING INDIA 

CANNOT AFFORD TO IGNORE

Rising Online Scam Menace
Online frauds are rising daily. People get fake calls claiming to be banks, courier services 
or police. Many, especially senior citizens, lose life savings. Cyber police must run aware-
ness drives in Kannada and English. Banks should simplify reporting. Digital India must 
be safe, not scary, for common citizens to trust. �  – Manjama

Protect Street Dogs Humanely
The stray dog issue in Bengaluru needs a humane solution, not cruelty. Daily attacks on 
children are reported, but killing dogs is not the answer. BBMP must scale up ABC 
(Animal Birth Control) and vaccination drives sincerely. Feeding zones and public aware-
ness will ensure safety for both humans and animals. �  – Shanthama

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LALIT GARGG

The devastating floods and landslides that struck Nepal 
have once again exposed a harsh truth: when human in-
tervention disrupts nature and the fragile Himalayan ecol-

ogy is ignored, the consequences can be catastrophic. In the 
Bhote Koshi river system, the collapse of a massive section of 
glacier, accompanied by an enormous flow of ice, rocks and 
debris, temporarily obstructed the river. The sudden release of 
the accumulated water and debris subsequently triggered a dev-
astating flood, causing widespread destruction in Nepal and 
Tibet’s adjoining areas of China.

According to reports available up to August 29, 579 deaths 
have been confirmed in Nepal and five in Tibet, while nearly 
2,482 people are reported missing. Thousands have been res-
cued, but relief and rescue operations remain extremely chal-
lenging because of difficult terrain and the continuing threat of 
further disasters. This is not merely a natural calamity affecting 
Nepal; it is a frightening warning for the entire Himalayan 
region.

Preliminary scientific as-
sessments suggest that a large 
portion of the glacier broke 
away and plunged downhill, 
generating a massive flow of 
ice, rock, soil and debris. This 
obstructed the river, and the 
pressure of the accumulated 
water and debris eventually 
produced a sudden and de-
structive flood. Experts cau-
tion that describing the event simply as a “flood” would be 
misleading. It represents a multi-hazard disaster, in which gla-
cial collapse, landslides, debris flows and river flooding became 
interconnected and intensified one another.

The most significant message emerging from this tragedy 
concerns climate change. The Himalayas are not merely a 
snow-covered mountain range; they are the foundation of Asia’s 
water security. As temperatures rise, glaciers are retreating rap-
idly and new glacial lakes are forming. According to the Inter-
national Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICI-
MOD), the Hindu Kush Himalaya region has around 25,000 
glacial lakes, and rising temperatures are increasing the risk of 
glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs). Nepal has recorded more 
than 90 GLOF events since the 1920s.

It would, however, be scientifically incorrect to attribute the 
Nepal disaster solely to global warming. Seismic activity, geo-
logical instability, extreme rainfall, avalanches and weakened 
mountain slopes can all play significant roles. Climate change 
should instead be understood as a risk multiplier, a factor that 
is creating a more vulnerable background in which such hazards 
can become more frequent, intense or destructive. Scientists 
have rightly cautioned against declaring any single disaster a 
direct consequence of climate change without examining long-
term climatic and geological changes together.

The Nepal disaster carries an equally profound warning for 
India, and India must learn from it. The Kedarnath tragedy, the 
2021 Rishi Ganga disaster, and the recurring floods, landslides 
and cloudbursts across the Himalayan states have already 
demonstrated that the mountains’ capacity to absorb human 
intervention is not unlimited.

Roads, tunnels, hydropower projects, hotels, settlements and 
other infrastructure are expanding rapidly in the Himalayas in 
the name of development. But a fundamental question must be 
asked: Are we adequately assessing the ecological and geolog-
ical carrying capacity of these fragile mountains before under-
taking such projects? Development is essential, but develop-
ment that comes at the cost of hollowing out the mountains can 
ultimately become a threat to both human life and development 
itself.

The greatest need today is to move beyond “relief after disas-
ter” to “preparedness before disaster.” Advanced satellite sur-
veillance, drones, weather radar, river sensors, continuous mon-
itoring of glaciers and glacial lakes, and artificial-intelli-
gence-based forecasting systems must be developed and de-
ployed extensively across the Himalayan region.

Early-warning systems must not remain confined to capitals 
or administrative headquarters. Warnings must reach the remot-
est mountain village through mobile alerts, sirens, radio net-
works and trained local volunteer groups. The possibility of 
another glacial lake outburst even after the present disaster has 
demonstrated a crucial reality: one disaster can create the con-
ditions for another.

Rivers do not recognize political boundaries. For transbound-
ary river systems such as the Bhote Koshi, real-time exchange 
of information among Nepal, China, India and other Himalayan 
countries on river flows, rainfall, landslides, glacial lakes and 
avalanches is essential. A critical warning available to one coun-
try can save thousands of lives in another. The Himalayan re-
gion therefore needs a shared regional disaster early-warning 
network, supported by real-time data sharing and coordinated 
emergency response mechanisms.

India should seriously consider developing a dedicated Moun-
tain Safety Policy for its Himalayan states. Before constructing 
roads or tunnels in fragile mountain areas, scientific assess-
ments of geological risks, natural drainage channels, landslide 
susceptibility and local ecology should be mandatory. Uncon-
trolled deforestation, unplanned construction along riverbanks, 
unnecessary cutting of mountain slopes and excessive pressure 
from tourism must be strictly regulated. Local communities 
should become the first line of disaster preparedness, because 
they are usually the first to suffer when calamity strikes and 
often the first capable of providing immediate assistance.

The world can learn valuable lessons from Japan, Switzerland 
and other mountainous countries in disaster management, build-
ing safety, early-warning systems and community-based pre-
paredness. But the Himalayas cannot continue to be viewed 
merely as a destination for tourism and economic expansion. 
They must be recognized as a living, fragile and highly sensitive 

ecological system. The greater humanity’s ambition to control 
nature, the more devastating nature’s resistance can become.

The tragedy in Nepal, therefore, is not merely an occasion for 
mourning; it is a moment for deep introspection and decisive 
action. We must understand that the mountains are not meant 
to be conquered; we must learn to live in harmony with them. 
The pace of development must be aligned with nature’s capac-
ity. The impacts of climate change must be mitigated. Scientif-
ic warnings must be taken seriously. Ecological carrying capac-
ity must guide infrastructure planning, and cross-border coop-
eration must be strengthened.

If India and the world learn these lessons in time, the water 
that swept through Nepal will not remain merely a story of 
destruction.

This can become a powerful warning and a catalyst for a 
new environmental consciousness aimed at protecting 
the mountains, safeguarding human lives and securing 

the future of generations yet to come.

“The real achievement 
will not simply be 

seeing more women 
entering these 
institutions. It will be 
seeing them learn, lead, 
innovate, create 
businesses, conduct 
research, build institutions 
and shape India’s future 
on equal terms.”

— Dr. Vijay Garg

WOMEN AND OPPORTUNITY: THE CHANGING 
GENDER LANDSCAPE OF IITS AND IIMS

DR. VIJAY GARG

Indian politics is wit-
nessing a generational 
shift, with Generation 
Z increasingly using 

social media, public debates 
and protests to question those 
in power. For these young cit-
izens, politics is no longer 
confined to elections, party 
offices and campaign speech-
es. It is about jobs, education, 
rising prices, corruption and 
whether elected representa-
tives deliver on their promis-
es.

Unlike traditional political 
engagement, much of Gen Z’s 
participation begins online. A 
video, report or public state-
ment can trigger nationwide 
debate within hours. Young 
people are demanding evi-
dence, transparency and ac-
countability rather than ac-
cepting political claims at 
face value. Social media has 
given them platforms to chal-
lenge official narratives and 

bring local concerns to wider 
public attention.

Yet, the digital revolution 
comes with challenges. Mis-
information, manipulated vid-
eos and partisan propaganda 
can distort public opinion. 
Information shared rapidly is 
not necessarily accurate, and 
popularity does not guarantee 
credibility. The ability to dis-
tinguish verified facts from 
misleading content is there-
fore essential. Questioning 
authority must go hand in 
hand with responsible sharing 
of information and a willing-
ness to consider evidence that 
challenges personal beliefs.

Gen Z is not politically uni-
form. Its members hold di-
verse ideological views and 
come from different social, 
economic and regional back-
grounds. Some actively sup-
port political parties, while 
others challenge the political 
establishment itself. Their 

concerns and priorities cannot 
be reduced to a single ideolo-
gy or electoral preference. 
What matters is whether dem-
ocratic institutions remain 
open to scrutiny, regardless of 
which party holds power.

Allegations of corruption 
must be investigated fairly, 
wrongdoing established 
through due process and the 
rights of those accused pro-
tected. Political influence 
should never be used to si-
lence legitimate questions. 
Equally, accusations should 
not automatically be treated 
as proof of guilt. A healthy 
democracy depends on inde-
pendent institutions, transpar-
ent procedures and equal ap-
plication of the law.

Social media outrage, how-
ever, cannot substitute for 
sustained civic participation. 
Voting, understanding public 
policy, attending community 
meetings and monitoring rep-

resentatives are equally im-
portant. Democracy requires 
more than criticism; it de-
mands informed participation, 
respect for differing opinions 
and commitment to constitu-
tional values. Young citizens 
can make their voices count 
by engaging with local gover-
nance, examining candidates’ 
records and following up on 
promises after elections.

Political leaders must rec-
ognise that concerns over em-
ployment, affordable educa-
tion, equal opportunities and 
transparent governance can-
not be dismissed as temporary 

youth discontent. These issues 
require credible policies, clear 
explanations and measurable 
results. Young people also 
need opportunities to partici-
pate meaningfully in discus-
sions that shape their future, 
rather than being approached 
only during election cam-
paigns.

Gen Z’s political influence 
will ultimately depend not on 
online followers or viral 
posts, but on its ability to seek 
the truth, ask informed ques-
tions and participate consis-
tently in public life.

India’s future depends part-
ly on whether its young citi-
zens remain spectators or be-
come active participants in 
shaping governance. Their 
questions deserve clear an-
swers, while their democratic 
responsibilities demand equal 
seriousness. A healthy democ-
racy must welcome question-
ing voices, not fear them. 

GEN Z AND THE CHANGING FACE 
OF INDIAN POLITICS

Manjunath G Y
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MUMBAI

The Indian Coast Guard has 
apprehended an Indian fish-
ing boat suspected of smug-
gling diesel at sea off the 
Mumbai coast. The vessel, 
named Haridwar Krupa, was 
intercepted during a surveil-
lance operation near Prongs 
Lighthouse after it allegedly 
ignored  warn ings  and 
attempted to escape. The 
boat, its crew and seized evi-
dence were later escorted to 
Mumbai Harbour for further 
investigation.

The operation began after 
Coast Guard ships received 
instructions to closely monitor 
suspicious maritime move-
ments in the area. During 
patrol, personnel spotted the 
fishing boat operating near a 
merchant vessel. When chal-
lenged through the VHF mar-
itime communication channel, 
the boat reportedly failed to 
respond and ignored repeated 
warnings. It then attempted 
evasive manoeuvres, prompt-
ing a Coast Guard ship to 
begin a pursuit that ended 
with its successful intercep-
tion.

A specialised boarding 
team subsequently searched 
the vessel and conducted a 

preliminary investigation. 
During questioning, the boat’s 
master reportedly admitted 
that approximately 4,000 
litres of illicit diesel had been 
received at sea. Investigators 
also found that around 500 
litres of the fuel had been dis-
charged overboard during the 
chase, allegedly in an attempt 
to destroy evidence and avoid 
detection.

The boarding team confis-
cated relevant operational 
documents and six mobile 
phones to support the investi-
gation. A joint investigation 
involving the Indian Coast 
Guard, Indian Navy, State 
Intelligence Bureau and State 
Police has been initiated to 
examine the suspected smug-
gling activity and establish 
the circumstances surround-
ing the incident.

Officials said the operation 
demonstrated the force’s sur-
veillance and response capa-
bilities against suspected ille-
gal networks operating at sea.

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has accused Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi of push-
ing journalist Richa Parashar 
during an INDIA bloc protest 
march in New Delhi on Octo-
ber 12. BJP leaders claimed 
that Parashar, who is report-
edly three months pregnant, 
sustained injuries and received 
hospital treatment. The allega-
tions have not been inde-
pendently verified.

BJP leader Rajesh Bhatia 
said Parashar’s sister ap-
proached his office in Rajen-
dra Nagar at around 8.30 pm 
seeking assistance. According 
to Bhatia, she reported that 
her sister had been injured in 
the alleged incident and need-
ed medical care. Bhatia said 
he contacted BJP MLA Uma-
ng Bajaj and other party lead-
ers, who later visited the hos-

pital to enquire about her con-
dition.

BJP national spokesperson 
Pradeep Bhandari also shared 
a video of his hospital visit on 
social media, alleging that 
Parashar was pushed while 
performing her professional 
duties. BJP leaders con-
demned the alleged incident 
and called for accountability. 
MLA Umang Bajaj said pub-
lic representatives should 
answer journalists’ questions 
rather than engage in physical 
confrontations.

The incident reportedly oc-

curred during an INDIA bloc 
march against the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls and alleged 
electoral irregularities.

BJP leaders are reportedly 
preparing to approach the Na-
tional Commission for Women 
and Delhi Police, seeking an 
investigation. As of Octo-
ber 13, no immediate official 
response from Gandhi or Con-
gress leadership had been re-
ported. Congress supporters 
described the allegations on 
social media as politically mo-
tivated.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam Assembly wit-
nessed heated exchanges on 
Tuesday over alleged medi-
cine shortages and problems 
in public healthcare, with 
opposition members walking 
out after the Speaker denied 
permission for an adjourn-
ment motion. Health Minister 
K Muraleedharan rejected 
claims of a healthcare crisis, 
acknowledged shortages of 24 
medicines and said urgent 
measures had been taken to 
address the problem.

The opposition raised the 
issue through a motion sub-
mitted by MLA K V Sumesh, 
alleging serious failures in the 
state’s healthcare system. 
Muraleedharan blamed the 
previous government for leav-
ing substantial dues unpaid to 
pharmaceutical companies, 
which he said had affected 
medicine procurement.

The minister also addressed 
the death of a patient follow-
ing alleged medical negli-
gence at Kottayam Medical 

College, saying a preliminary 
inquiry had been completed 
and a detailed report was 
expected within a week. His 
remarks triggered protests and 
noisy exchanges in the House.

Opposition leader Pinarayi 
Vijayan challenged the gov-
ernment’s explanation, alleg-
ing inadequate medicine sup-
plies, staff shortages and dis-
ruptions in public hospitals. 
He said the previous adminis-
tration had completed procure-
ment procedures, including 
tenders, and issued purchase 
orders for 493 medicines. 
Vijayan attributed the difficul-
ties partly to the absence of a 
head at Kerala Medical 

Services Corporation Limited, 
which handles medicine pro-
curement and distribution.

Vijayan also raised con-
cerns over seven vacant 
Junior Health Officer posts in 
Attappady, the reported 
absence of mobile medical 
units and alleged job losses 
affecting more than 1,000 
healthcare workers.

NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has registered 
more than four first informa-
tion reports (FIRs) against 
social media handles allegedly 
spreading false information 
and misleading narratives 
during protests over the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls.

According to sources, 
several Pakistani social media 
handles have also been 
identified for allegedly 
circulating anti-India content. 
Around 500 social media 
posts allegedly spreading 
rumours or attempting to 
disturb public order have been 
taken down so far.

The action comes amid 
wider police measures fol-
lowing Monday’s Opposition 
march towards the Supreme 
Court. Delhi Police registered 
FIRs at Connaught Place, 

Tilak Marg, Barakhamba and 
Mandir Marg police stations 
over alleged violations of 
prohibitory orders under Sec-
tion 163 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS).

The march was led by 
Rahul Gandhi and involved 
INDIA bloc leaders and sup-
porters protesting against 
alleged irregularities in the 
SIR exercise. Eleven Opposi-
tion leaders subsequently 
filed a petition in the Supreme 
Court challenging decisions 
taken by the Election Com-
mission in connection with 
the electoral roll revision.

Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Court Registry flagged 14 
defects in the writ petition 
filed by Gandhi, Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
and nine other Opposition 
leaders. The Registry also 
sought clarification on why 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar and Election 
Commissioners SS Sandhu 
and Vivek Joshi had been 
named as respondents in a 
petition filed under Article 32 
of the Constitution.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam government has 
vowed str ingent  act ion 
against bars serving alcohol to 
people below the legal drink-
ing age of 23, following a fa-
tal Mini Cooper crash near 
Kochi that claimed three 
young lives. Excise Minister 
M Liju told the Assembly on 
Tuesday that the department 
had registered cases against 

three bars allegedly involved 
in serving liquor to the ac-
cused.

Responding to a question 

from Ernakulam MLA T J 
Vinod about Sunday’s acci-
dent, Liju said he had directed 
senior excise officials to act 
promptly after learning about 

the incident. He stressed that 
the government would not 
compromise on enforcing the 
rules and was considering 
stricter guidelines to prevent 
bars from serving alcohol to 
people below 23.

He said the existing Abkari 
Act contained provisions to 
take action against establish-
ments violating age restric-
tions, while the government 
was examining additional 

measures to strengthen en-
forcement.

The accident occurred at 
Nedumbassery near Kochi in 
the early hours of Sunday. 
Three youngsters, including 
two women and a man, all 
aged around 21, were killed 
when a speeding Mini Coo-
per allegedly driven by a 
19-year-old youth rammed 
into their scooter. Police 
alleged that the driver was 

under the influence of alcohol 
at the time of the crash.

The accused, identified as 
Kochi native Suhail, was ar-
rested and booked for culpa-
ble homicide not amounting 
to murder. Police said his 
mother had gifted him the lux-
ury car for his birthday and 
that investigators had found 
videos purportedly showing 
him driving at speeds exceed-
ing 200 kmph.

Bengal erupts in protest against 
Election Commission

Party leaders alleged restrictions on demonstrators, accusing authorities of using 
police and central forces to prevent supporters from reaching the protest site.

What the TMC 
alleges

■	 Routes: blocked across parts 
of Kolkata from Tuesday 
morning

■	 Supporters: stopped across 
North and Central Kolkata

■	 Notice: police informed of 
the rally in advance by email

■	 Slogan: “Vote Chor, Gaddi 
Chor”

Two days of protest
MON
INDIA bloc march, led by Rahul 
Gandhi, towards the Supreme 
Court; petition filed

MON
Mamata Banerjee: hold polls 
on the existing rolls until every 
eligible voter is listed

TUE
TMC rally in Kolkata against 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar

KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) held a protest rally in 
Kolkata on Tuesday against 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar and the Elec-
tion Commission, alleging 
restrictions on a peaceful 
demonstration. Party leader 

Kunal Ghosh accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the administration of pre-
venting supporters from 
reaching the protest site 
through police and central 
force deployment.

TMC protesters raised slo-
gans, including “Vote Chor, 

Gaddi Chor,” during the 
demonstration. Ghosh said the 
party’s youth and student 
wings had organised the rally 
under the leadership of Mama-
ta Banerjee and informed the 
police about the programme in 
advance through email. How-
ever, he alleged that security 
personnel blocked routes 
across parts of the city from 
Tuesday morning.

Ghosh further claimed that 
people travelling to the 
demonstration were stopped 
across North and Central 
Kolkata. He maintained that 
the gathering was entirely 
peaceful and accused the BJP 
of opposing the protest. The 

TMC leader also alleged that 
Gyanesh Kumar had rigged 
votes to benefit the BJP, 
making serious accusations 
against the poll body chief 
without providing further 
details.

The protest comes amid 
wider opposition concerns 
over alleged irregularities in 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls. On 
Monday, former West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee said elections should 
be held using existing elec-
toral rolls until every eligible 
voter’s name was included in 
the lists. Her position focused 
on ensuring that eligible 

voters were not excluded from 
electoral records during the 
revision process.

Separately, INDIA bloc 
leaders and supporters, led by 
Rahul Gandhi, marched along 
Barakhamba Road towards 
the Supreme Court of India 
on Monday over the alleged 
SIR irregularities. The group 
filed a petition in the apex 
court. The developments 
highlight continuing opposi-
tion protests over electoral 
roll revisions, with the 
TMC’s Kolkata rally adding 
to calls for scrutiny of the 
process and concerns about 
access to voting rights.

Coast Guard seizes boat 
suspected of diesel 

smuggling off Mumbai

Delhi Police files FIRs over fake 
posts during SIR protests

The crackdown in 
numbers

posts taken down so far

500
police stations booked march FIRs

4
Opposition leaders petitioned the SC

11
defects flagged by  

the SC Registry

14

BJP alleges Rahul Gandhi  
pushed pregnant journalist

Centre forms panel to probe  
death of IIIT‑Ranchi student

“The incident 
necessitates a closer 

examination of the 
implementation of these 
measures at the 
institutional level and 
identify any deficiencies 
requiring corrective 
action.”

— Ministry of Education

RANCHI

The Ministry of Education 
has formed a three-member 
committee to investigate the 
death by suicide of a first-
year student at the Indian In-
stitute of Information Tech-
nology (IIIT), Ranchi, amid 
student protests over alleged 
delays in providing emergen-
cy medical assistance. The 
students have demanded the 
resignation of institute direc-
tor Rajeev Srivastava and bet-
ter medical facilities on cam-
pus.

The committee, chaired by 
Professor Rajni Abbi, director 
of the University of Delhi’s 
South Campus, has been 
asked to submit its report 
within 15  days. Its other 
members are Dr Jitendra Nag-
pal, a senior psychiatrist at 
Delhi’s Moolchand Hospital, 
and Heera Lal Poonia, deputy 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Education’s Department of 
Higher Education. The panel 
was constituted through an 
order dated October 12.

The committee will exam-
ine whether the institute has 
implemented the ministry’s 
July 2023 guidelines on emo-
tional and mental well-being 
in higher education institu-
tions. It will review basic fa-
cilities, counselling and men-
toring arrangements, institu-
tional support systems and 
student grievance redressal 
mechanisms. The panel will 
also identify gaps, examine 
records, interact with stake-
holders and recommend mea-
sures to prevent similar inci-
dents. The ministry said inter-
im administrative arrange-
ments would also be made to 

ensure the institute functions 
smoothly.

The student’s death came to 
light on the night of Octo-
ber 10 after hostel residents 
found his room locked from 
inside and alerted the author-
ities. The administration 
informed the police, and a 
case of unnatural death was 
registered. Khelgaon police 
station officer-in-charge Nir-
bhay Kumar said an investi-
gation was underway to estab-
lish the circumstances sur-
rounding the death.

The agitation also affected 
academic activities, with 
examinations scheduled for 
Monday postponed. IIIT reg-
istrar Munuren Samson 
Champia said the institute’s 
chairperson visited the pro-
test site and attempted to hold 
discussions with students, but 
a standoff occurred before 
formal talks could begin. The 
committee’s findings are 
expected to help assess the 
institute’s student support 
systems and identify correc-
tive steps.

KERALAM ASSEMBLY CLASH OVER  
PUBLIC HEALTHCARE CRISIS

“The only shortage 
was of a remedy for 

the opposition’s 
disappointment over 
losing power.”

– K Muraleedharan Health 
Minister of Keralam

UNDERAGE DRINKING CRACKDOWN

Keralam vows action against bars serving minors
Cases registered 

against three bars 
allegedly involved in 
serving liquor to the 

accused

Blast in PoK 
village kills four, 

triggers alert
JAMMU

A powerful blast in 
Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir (PoK), near the 
Line of Control (LoC), 

killed four residents on 
Monday and triggered a 
security alert along the 

Indian border. The explo-
sion occurred in the 

Satwal-Naki area while 
villagers were reportedly 
laying water pipes. The 

victims were identified as 
Faizan Sagheer, Waqas 

Sharief, Ishtiaq and Asim 
Rafiq. The blast is sus-

pected to have involved 
an improvised explosive 
device (IED). Meanwhile, 
Army personnel discov-
ered two landmines in 

Mendhar sector and 
destroyed them safely. 

Nearly a dozen land-
mines have been 

detected recently, with 
heavy rainfall sometimes 

bringing buried explo-
sives to the surface.

Anti-drug activist 
shot dead in 

Punjab’s Mansa
MANSA

An anti-drug activist was 
shot dead by a medical 
store owner in Punjab’s 

Mansa district on 
Tuesday while question-

ing the alleged sale of 
certain drugs, police said. 

The activist, Parvinder 
Singh, popularly known 

as Jhota, was confronting 
the store owner over 
medicines allegedly 

being sold to a man. He 
was recording their argu-

ment on his mobile 
phone when the incident 
took place. A video of the 
confrontation reportedly 

captured Jhota saying 
that the store owner had 

taken out a pistol. The 
owner then allegedly 

opened fire at the activ-
ist, with the incident 

being recorded on the 
phone. Jhota was rushed 

to a hospital after the 
shooting but died from 
his injuries, police said. 

His death has raised con-
cerns about the risks 
faced by people who 

expose suspected illegal 
drug sales. The activist 

was known for highlight-
ing the illegal sale of 

addictive drugs at chem-
ist shops in Mansa. He 

had previously exposed 
several such cases in the 

district. Further details 
about the investigation 

and any arrests were not 
available.

Lucknow 
businessman’s 
death triggers 
murder probe

LUCKNOW

The death of 28-year-old 
businessman Shiva 

Sharma has triggered a 
murder investigation after 

his mother accused his 
girlfriend, social media 

influencer Shraddha 
Dubey, and others of mur-

der, assault and black-
mail. Sharma died after 
falling from the fourth 

floor of an apartment in 
Lucknow on October 9. 
His mother alleged that 
he had suffered physical 
abuse before his death.

The post-mortem report 
recorded multiple injuries, 
including damage to his 
lungs, liver and spleen. 
Police are examining 

CCTV footage, messages 
and a white Audi report-
edly seen at the apart-

ment after the fall.
The FIR names Dubey 
and four others. The 
allegations remain 
unproven, and the 

investigation continues.
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SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Waqf 
Board chairperson Dara-
khshan Andrabi on Tuesday 
denied issuing any order 
requiring uniform Friday ser-
mons, following a controversy 
over a proposed initiative. Her 
clarification came after Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah, 
chief cleric Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq and Peoples Demo-
cratic Party president Meh-
booba Mufti opposed the 
reported move.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Srinagar, Andrabi said 
the Board had issued no 
directive requiring religious 
preachers to deliver common 
sermons. She stressed that 
religious scholars and preach-
ers remained free to decide 
what they wanted to discuss 
during Friday prayers. Reject-
ing allegations of interference 
in religious matters, she said, 
“There is no order. There is 
no order anywhere.”

Andrabi explained that reli-
gious scholars had discussed 
social concerns, including 
drug abuse and problems 
affecting young people. 
According to her, the pro-
posed initiative aimed to 
address such issues through 

sermons, while leaving the 
final choice of topics to indi-
vidual preachers. She main-
tained that the plan was not 
intended to control religious 
discourse or impose a com-
mon message on mosques 
across the region.

Responding to Omar Ab-
dullah’s allegation of BJP in-
terference in Muslim religious 
affairs, Andrabi questioned 
the claim and asked, “Where 
did BJP interfere?” She also 
said she was proud to be asso-
ciated with the party. Andrabi 
clarified that a proposed core 
committee would consist of 
religious scholars and that she 
herself would not be a mem-
ber. She reiterated that 
preachers would have the 
freedom to choose their sub-
jects without interference 
from the Board.

The controversy followed 
reports about plans for com-
mon Friday sermons focusing 
on social issues in Kashmir.

CHENNAI

AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami on 
Tuesday accused the Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)-
led Tamil Nadu government 
of corruption in power pro-
curement. He alleged that the 
government had purchased 
electricity from private com-
panies at rates as high as 
Rs 35 per unit, worsening the 
financial condition of the 
Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation (TNPDC).

Palaniswami said frequent 

power cuts had caused hard-
ship for residents. He blamed 
the government’s planning 
and administrative decisions, 

alleging that public difficul-
ties were being used to sup-
port corrupt practices.

According to Palaniswami, 

the TNPDC awarded contracts 
to five private companies to 
procure 4,400 megawatts of 
electricity daily between 
October 12 and 31. He ques-
tioned the reported procure-
ment rates of Rs 32 to Rs 37 
per unit, comparing them with 
Andhra Pradesh’s reported 
rates of Rs 16 to Rs 20 per 
unit for October.

The AIADMK leader also 
alleged that the government 
had cancelled earlier power 
procurement contracts in May 
over corruption concerns. He 
said the government had 

promised cheaper, long-term 
agreements in June but later 
turned to short-term pur-
chases at higher prices.

P a l a n i s w a m i  f u r t h e r 
claimed that revised electric-
ity billing policies had 
increased bills for some 
households from around 
Rs 1,500 to nearly Rs 4,000. 
He warned that expensive 
power purchases could 
increase TNPDC’s debt and 
eventually lead to privatisa-
tion. The allegations were 
made in a statement by the 
AIADMK leader.

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday called on 
BIMSTEC member countries 
to strengthen regional cooper-
ation to fight terrorism, disrupt 
terrorist financing and organ-
ised crime, and prevent terror-
ist networks from finding safe 
havens. He reaffirmed India’s 
policy of zero tolerance 
towards terrorism while 
addressing the first BIMSTEC 
Home Ministers’ Meeting in 
New Delhi.

Shah said BIMSTEC had 
become an important plat-
form for regional integration, 
economic cooperation and 
col lect ive securi ty.  He 
stressed that the security 

arrangements of each member 
country should support the 
safety of others through 
shared responsibility and 
coordinated action.

“India has always adopted 
a ‘zero tolerance’ policy 
against terrorism,” Shah said. 
He urged member countries 
to ensure that terrorist groups 

could not recruit members, 
establish training centres, col-
lect funds or conduct opera-
tions against neighbouring 
nations from any part of the 
region.

The Home Minister also 
called for closer coordination 
among law enforcement 
agencies and the exchange of 
verified, actionable intelli-
gence. He said countries 
should share information 
abou t  t e r ro r i s t s ,  t he i r 

associates, criminal networks, 
f inancial  channels  and 
cross-border activities to 
strengthen regional security.

S h a h  f u r t h e r  u r g e d 
BIMSTEC members  to 
improve cooperation on 
mutual legal assistance and 
extradition, in accordance 
with their national laws and 
relevant agreements. He said 
such measures would help 
authorities bring criminals to 
justice and prevent them from 
escaping legal action across 
borders.

Highlighting the connection 
between drug trafficking, 
organised crime and terror-
ism, Shah called for a coordi-
nated regional strategy to 
tackle narcotics smuggling. 

He said the illegal proceeds 
from drugs could strengthen 
criminal groups and support 
terrorist activities.

“We must adopt a whole-
of-region approach,” Shah 
said, adding that the diversion 
of precursor chemicals and 
transactions through the dark 
web had made the challenge 
more complex. He empha-
sised that individual countries 
could not effectively address 
these threats without collec-
tive efforts.

BIMSTEC, or the Bay of 
B e n g a l  I n i t i a t i v e  f o r 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation, com-
prises Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand. The 

regional grouping aims to pro-
mote technical and economic 
cooperation among its mem-
ber countries.

MUMBAI

Sindhudurg district in Maha-
rashtra’s Konkan region has 
launched a community-driven 
campaign to build 10,000 Van-
rai bunds to conserve rainwa-
ter and tackle drought. Around 
5,000 bunds have already 
been completed, with resi-
dents joining efforts to 
improve groundwater levels 
and strengthen water security 
across villages.

Vanrai bunds are low-cost, 
temporary structures built 
across small streams and 
drainage channels using local-
ly available materials. They 

slow the flow of water, allow-
ing it to remain in an area lon-
ger and seep into the soil. The 
initiative aims to improve 
groundwater recharge and re-
duce the risk of drinking water 
shortages in the coming 
months.

State Fisheries and Ports 

Minister Nitesh Rane, who is 
also Sindhudurg’s guardian 
minister, said all eight talukas 
in the district were facing 
drought-like conditions. He 
described the campaign as a 
community-driven effort to 
prevent similar situations in 
the future.

Sindhudurg Collector Trupti 
Dhodmise and Zilla Parishad 
Chief Executive Officer Dr 
Apoorva Basur are leading 
the initiative. They have 
mobilised residents, women’s 
self-help groups, students, 
elected representatives and 
government officials to take 
part in the work.

The bunds are expected to 
help retain rainwater and 
recharge groundwater, poten-
tially improving water avail-
ability in nearby wells. How-
ever, villagers have also 
requested a permanent bund 
at the site to meet their long-
term water needs.

BAREILLY

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath said on 
Tuesday that the state’s 
image had changed since 
2017, claiming that people 
earlier faced an identity crisis 
when travelling outside the 
state. Speaking at an event in 
Bareilly to honour 68,000 
Gram Praharis, or village 
watchmen, he credited Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
leadership and the BJP-led 
government for improving 
the state’s public image.

Adityanath said Uttar 
Pradesh had once been 
viewed as a state that would 
not improve. He argued that 
the actions of a small number 
of people had affected the 
reputation of its nearly 
25 crore residents. According 
to  him,  young people , 
women, traders and other cit-
izens had faced the conse-
quences of this negative per-
ception.

The Chief Minister claimed 
that  people from Uttar 
Pradesh often struggled to 
find accommodation in hotels 

and guesthouses when travel-
ling outside the state. He also 
alleged that some faced diffi-
culties accessing public trans-
port and were treated unfairly 
when others discovered 
where they came from. He 
said such experiences had 
forced people to hide their 
identity to avoid discrimina-
tion.

Adityanath said his govern-
ment had wondered after com-
ing to power in 2017 how it 
could change this perception. 
He credited Modi’s guidance 
and what he described as the 

“double-engine” government 
for transforming how Uttar 
Pradesh was viewed across 
India and internationally. He 
also said the state had become 
safer, presenting improved 
security as a key factor behind 
the change.

The remarks came during a 
programme organised to rec-
ognise the contribution of vil-
lage watchmen across Uttar 
Pradesh. The Chief Minister 
used the occasion to highlight 
what he described as a shift in 
the state’s reputation over the 
past several years. His state-
ments focused on safety, pub-
lic perception and the experi-
ences of residents travelling 
beyond the state. The claims 
reflected the state govern-
ment’s view of its achieve-
ments since 2017.

NEW DELHI

Nandan Nilekani, Infosys 
Chairman and head of the 
high-powered task force on 
examination reforms, has 
proposed generating ques-
tion papers at the last minute 
to prevent leaks. Speaking at 
the Bloomberg New Econ-
omy Forum in Delhi on 
Tuesday, he said creating a 
large bank of questions and 
preparing papers shortly 
before examinations could 
reduce the incentive to sell 
them illegally.

Nilekani explained that 
having a fixed question 
paper creates opportunities 
for people to obtain and sell 
it before the examination. 

He suggested maintaining a 
massive question bank and 
generating the paper for 
each examination only at the 
last moment. He said this 
approach could help address 
the root causes of paper 
leaks and make examina-
tions more secure.

The six-member task 
force was announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi after Dharmendra 
Pradhan resigned on July 25 
following student protests 
a t  J a n t a r  M a n t a r . 
Although Nilekani did 
not reveal its recom-
mendations, he said 
Modi  was  keen  to 
implement the panel’s 
suggestions. The task 
force has held about 18 
panel meetings and 
40 consulta-
tions, receiv-
ing more than 
50,000 sug-
g e s t i o n s 
f rom s tu-
dents, par-
ents, doc-
t o r s ’ 

groups and examination 
agencies.

Nilekani also called for 
expanding the network of 
computer-based testing cen-
tres. He said around 1.5 lakh 
locations currently conduct 
examinations and that the 
number should increase. 
Moving towards comput-
er-based testing would 
require better infrastructure, 
including secure facilities, 
information technology 

tools and reliable 
internet connec-
tions. Nilekani 
said paper leaks 
could be solved 
by addressing 
their underlying 

causes systemat-
ically.

Amit Shah calls for regional unity against terrorism
Addressing the first BIMSTEC Home Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi, the Union 

Home Minister urged joint action against cross-border security threats.

“India has always 
adopted a ‘zero 

tolerance’ policy against 
terrorism.”

— Amit Shah, Union Home 
Minister

Shah’s call to 
BIMSTEC

1 No recruits, training centres, 
funds or bases for terror 

groups anywhere in the region

2 Share verified, actionable 
intelligence on terrorists 

and their networks

3 Closer cooperation on 
mutual legal assistance 

and extradition

4 A coordinated regional 
strategy against narcotics 

smuggling

Nilekani proposes last‑minute 
papers to prevent exam leaks

Infosys Chairman 
recommends a large 

question bank and late 
paper generation to 

strengthen exam 
security and reduce 

opportunities for 
illegal sales.

Yogi Adityanath says UP’s image 
has changed since 2017

“The fact that Uttar 
Pradesh has become 
safe has changed the 
perception of the state 
held by the country and 
the world.”
YOGI ADITYANATH Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister

Andrabi denies issuing order 
on uniform Friday sermons

Sindhudurg plans 10,000 bunds to fight drought

Telangana to hold special voter enrolment camps
Special enrolment 
camps
WHEN October 15 and 16

WHERE Every polling station

FORM Form-6 for inclusion

WHO Those left out of the 
August 17 draft rolls

HYDERABAD

The Election Commission of 
India has directed officials 
across Telangana to hold spe-
cial voter enrolment camps on 
October 15 and 16 for eligible 
citizens whose names are 
missing from the draft elec-
toral rolls published on 
August 17. The initiative aims 
to help first-time young voters 
and others left out of the draft 
lists register themselves.

Chief Electoral Officer 

C  Sudharshan Reddy said 
instructions had been issued 
to the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation com-
missioner, who also serves as 
Hyderabad’s district election 
officer, and all district collec-
tors to organise the camps. 
Electoral Registration Offi-
cers will conduct the exercise 
at every polling station on 
both days.

Eligible applicants can sub-
mit Form-6 to seek inclusion 
in the electoral rolls. The facil-

ity is intended for first-time 
electors and citizens whose 
names were not included in 
the draft lists.

“The Electoral Registration 
Officers (EROs) should con-
duct the special camps on 
these two days at every poll-
ing station, where applicants 
whose names did not figure in 
the draft electoral rolls can 
file applications in Form-6 for 
enrolling themselves as voters 
in the electoral rolls,” Reddy 
said.

The Chief Electoral Officer 
also directed booth-level offi-
cers to remain present at the 
designated polling stations 
during the camps.  

TAMIL NADU POWER ROW

AIADMK alleges corruption in TN’s power procurement
TN’s power 

procurement row
Daily power procurement

4,400 MW
Companies awarded contracts

5
Reported purchase rate per unit

Rs 32–37
Alleged rise in household bills

Rs 1,500–4,000

Darakhshan Andrabi
Chairperson, J&K Waqf Board

Manipur police arrest 12 
in explicit content case

IMPHAL

Manipur police have 
arrested 12 people and 
detained a juvenile for 

allegedly circulating and 
selling sexually explicit 

content on social media. 
The operation, named 
‘Operation Dignity’, tar-
geted individuals sus-

pected of sharing 
non-consensual videos 

and photographs of 
women, including child 
sexual abuse material.

An FIR was registered at 
Moirang Police Station in 
Bishnupur district follow-
ing a tip-off on October 3.

A case was registered 
under the IT Act, POCSO 
Act and Bharatiya Nyaya 

Sanhita. Investigators 
identified over 150 chan-
nels and groups and are 

tracing financial transac-
tions and potential addi-

tional victims.

UP man kills 
stepfather over 

mother’s remarriage
RAMPUR

A 30-year-old business-
man, Navjot, was alleg-

edly shot dead by his 
22-year-old stepson, 

Avdeep Singh, in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Rampur district 
on October 10. Police said 

Avdeep opposed his 
mother Kamal Kaur’s 

remarriage and conspired 
with his cousin, 

Rajandeep Singh, 23, to 
commit the murder.

Navjot was attacked at 
his car service centre in 

Kumhariya Kalan around 
5 pm. The accused alleg-
edly arrived in a grey Alto 
car, opened fire and fled.
Police arrested both sus-

pects within 48 hours 
using CCTV footage and 

other evidence. They 
recovered the car, three 

firearms, six live car-
tridges and two empty 
cartridges. Avdeep had 

reportedly returned from 
New Zealand five days 

before the incident.
Police said the murder 

appeared to have resulted 
from a family dispute.

Air India cancels Saudi 
flights until Oct 17

NEW DELHI

Air India has cancelled all 
flights to and from 

Riyadh, Dammam and 
Jeddah until October 17, 

2026, due to the evolving 
situation in Saudi Arabia. 

The airline announced the 
decision on Tuesday, say-
ing it was closely monitor-

ing developments and 
assessing when safe 

operations could resume.
The airline said affected 

passengers would be 
offered a full refund if 

they cancelled their book-
ings. It added that the 
safety and security of 
passengers and crew 

remained its highest prior-
ity. The latest extension 

follows an earlier decision 
to suspend flights to and 

from Riyadh until 
October 15. Air India said it 
would continue monitor-
ing the regional situation 
before resuming services.
IndiGo has also extended 
the suspension of flights 

to and from Riyadh, 
Jeddah, Dammam and 

Madinah until October 17. 
It said updates were being 

shared through the con-
tact details provided dur-
ing booking and that sup-
port teams were available 

to assist passengers.
Akasa Air has also sus-
pended flights to and 

from Riyadh and Jeddah 
until October 17. The air-
line said the decision fol-
lowed an assessment of 
the changing situation, 
with passenger safety 

remaining its main con-
cern. All three airlines said 
they would continue mon-
itoring developments and 
assess conditions before 

resuming safe operations.
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BUDAPEST

Former Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban has de-
nied directing authorities to 
seize two Ukrainian cash-in-
transit vehicles carrying $82 
million in cash and gold, say-
ing Hungarian officials acted 
independently during the 
March incident.

Seven Ukrainian nationals 
transporting the assets were 
briefly detained by Hungarian 
authorities on suspicion of 
money laundering. The sei-
zure heightened tensions be-
tween Budapest and Kyiv 
ahead of Hungary’s April 
election, which ended Or-
ban’s 16-year tenure as prime 
minister.

Ukraine’s state-owned Os-
chadbank said its employees 
had been transporting the 
money and gold from Austria 

to Ukraine as part of a routine 
operation. The bank said sim-
ilar transfers had been con-
ducted weekly since Russia 
launched its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022.

Hungarian prosecutors sub-
sequently opened an investi-
gation into the handling of the 
case, including allegations of 
unlawful detention and mis-

treatment of the Ukrainian 
nationals. In June, prosecutors 
named Janos Hajdu, a former 
head of Hungary’s count-
er-terrorism forces and cur-
rent security chief for Orban’s 
Fidesz party, as a suspect.

Orban has not been ques-
tioned in the investigation.

RIYADH

Saudi Arabia stopped issuing 
public warnings of imminent 
military attacks days before a 
series of deadly strikes on Ri-
yadh airport killed at least 18 
people and wounded more 
than 300, raising questions 
about the kingdom’s pre-
paredness and public safety 
measures.

The government has not ex-
plained why its national early 
warning system remained si-
lent before four attacks on the 
Saudi capital over the past 
week. The absence of alerts 
has prompted concerns among 
regional officials and political 
analysts about the country’s 
vulnerability to further attacks 
and its ability to protect resi-
dents and visitors.

The warnings had previous-
ly highlighted the violence 
threatening Saudi Arabia’s 
efforts to project an image of 
stability during its conflict 

with Yemen’s Iran-aligned 
Houthis. Analysts said the de-
cision to withhold alerts also 
appeared aimed at maintain-
ing a sense of normalcy de-
spite the growing security 
risks.

“They want to have it both 
ways: to launch a military op-
eration and at the same time 
try to give confidence to the 
population and external stake-
holders,” said Sultan Alamer, 

a US-based Saudi academic 
and Senior Resident Fellow at 
the Middle East Policy 
Council.

Saudi Arabia’s civil defence 
authority, which operates un-
der the interior ministry and 
manages emergency alerts, 
did not respond to questions 
about the absence of warn-
ings. The government media 
office also did not respond to 
requests for comment.

The authority resumed issu-
ing alerts, warning of poten-
tial threats in Riyadh and 
southern cities.

Saudi Arabia introduced its 
mobile-phone and social-me-
dia warning system in May. 
Its last alert before the recent 
strikes was issued on Septem-
ber 29 for the southern prov-
ince of Najran.

SOFIA

Eleven sailors were missing 
on Tuesday after a drone at-
tack sank a cargo ship off 
Bulgaria’s Black Sea coast, 
prompting Sofia to summon 
Russia’s ambassador amid 
concerns over a possible sec-
ond deadly maritime incident 
in the region within a week.

Bulgarian officials said two 
cargo ships were struck by 
drones overnight, with one 
sinking near the village of 
Krapets. Five crew members 
from the sunken vessel were 
rescued, while a search and 
rescue operation continued 
for the missing sailors. Presi-
dent Iliana Iotova identified 
the ship as the Guinea-Bis-
sau-flagged HS Dignity.

A second vessel, the Mal-
ta-flagged Chelsea 3, was hit 
by three drones. All 15 crew 
members, comprising seven 
Ukrainians and eight Azerbai-
janis, were rescued, with no 
serious injuries reported.

Russian Ambassador Ele-
onora Mitrofanova said she 
had no information from Rus-
sia’s Defence Ministry about 
attacks on commercial vessels 
and suggested the incidents 
could have been a provoca-
tion by a third party.

The attacks drew condem-
nation from Ukraine and the 

European Union. European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen described the 
Black Sea as another front in 
the escalation of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, adding that 
those responsible should be 
held accountable.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha accused Mos-
cow of disregarding civilian 
lives and warned that attacks 
on Black Sea shipping threat-
ened global food security.

The latest incidents follow 
the sinking of another vessel 
in Bulgaria’s Black Sea exclu-
sive economic zone a week 
earlier, when nine Syrian sail-
ors and one Egyptian were 
lost.

SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un toured a defence in-
dustry museum that displays 
an intercontinental ballistic 
missile capable of reaching 
the United States, state media 
KCNA showed on Tuesday. 
The report came a day after 
US President Donald Trump 
said he might meet Kim 
during a planned trip to Asia. 
Trump is expected to attend 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation summit in China 
in mid-November.

Kim attended the opening 
of the new Defence Revolu-
tion Museum on Sunday with 
his daughter, known as Ju Ae, 
and his wife, Ri Sol Ju, 
KCNA said.

A display in front of the 
Hwasong-20 launcher ap-
peared to show a multi-

ple-warhead design, along 
with a world map showing 
ranges that reach beyond the 
US mainland to the Middle 
East, Australia and South 
America, according to Shin 
Jong-woo, Secretary General 
of the Korea Defence and Se-
curity Forum.

“The exhibition appears in-
tended to highlight the 
achievements of Kim’s de-
fence science development 
programme,” Shin said. “It 
gave the impression of propa-
ganda aimed at gaining a stra-
tegic advantage ahead of a 

potential North Korea-US 
summit.”

Analysts said the museum 
also pointed to a wider effort 
by Kim to turn North Korea’s 
weapons displays into lasting 
symbols of the regime’s mili-
tary accomplishments.

“By turning what were once 
temporary weapons exhibi-
tions into a permanent muse-
um, Kim is institutionalising 
his military achievements and 
portraying North Korea’s nu-
clear and missile buildup as a 
completed and enduring lega-
cy,” said Lim Eul-chul, a pro-
fessor at Kyungnam Univer-
sity’s Institute for Far Eastern 
Studies.

In a separate announce-
ment, North Korea said it had 
test-fired a tactical ballistic 
missile to confirm a success-
ful technical upgrade to an 
unspecified key component.

BEIRUT

Lebanon’s Hezbollah will pro-
vide financial assistance of up 
to $14,000 to families whose 
primary homes were de-
stroyed or rendered uninhab-
itable during this year’s war 
with Israel, Executive Council 
chairman Ali Damoush an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Under the assistance plan, 
eligible families in Beirut and 
its southern suburbs will re-
ceive $14,000, comprising 

$8,000 for furniture and 
$6,000 for rent. Families else-
where in Lebanon will receive 
$12,000, including $8,000 for 
furniture and $4,000 for rent. 
The rates remain unchanged 
from those offered in 2024.

The programme covers 
families whose homes were 
destroyed, severely damaged 
or declared uninhabitable fol-
lowing technical assessments. 
However, eligibility is re-
stricted to households that 
used the affected properties as 

their primary residences and 
do not own a second home.

Payments will be distribut-
ed in four instalments over 
one year. The first payment 
will amount to $3,500 for eli-
gible families in Beirut and its 
southern suburbs and $3,000 
for families elsewhere in 
Lebanon.

Damoush said eligibility 
and assistance would be de-
termined through criteria as-
sessing the extent of damage 
to each property. He did not 

disclose the total amount Hez-
bollah would allocate to the 
programme.

The announcement follows 
reports that Hezbollah re-
ceived $200 million from Iran 
last month to support dis-
placed Lebanese families. 
Two people familiar with the 
transfer provided that figure, 

although the United States 
disputed the report, saying the 
money was “not there”. Iran 
has not commented publicly.

Israel’s bombardment and 
ground invasion have dis-
placed hundreds of thousands 
of people since Hezbollah en-
tered the regional conflict in 
support of Iran on March 2.

FRANKFURT

Friedrich Merz, the German 
Chancellor, said on Tuesday 
that he was prepared to risk 
declining popularity to push 
through long-delayed welfare 
reforms, arguing that changes 
were necessary to improve 
the prospects for younger 
generations.

Speaking at a conference 
organised by an employers’ 
association, Merz said his pri-
ority was to put Germany on 
the right path rather than win 
public approval. He stressed 
that reforms should help se-
cure better opportunities for 
young people amid mounting 
concerns about the country’s 
social security systems.

“I have no intention of be-
coming the nation’s darling. 
My intention is to set this 
country on the right course so 
that, above all, we can once 
again offer the younger gener-
ation decent prospects,” Merz 

said.
His remarks come as his 

governing coalition faces 
growing political uncertainty 
following defeats in state 
elections last month and a de-
cline in opinion poll ratings. 
The situation was further 
complicated by the resigna-
tion of Germany’s labour 
minister, who belonged to the 
centre-left Social Democratic 
Party (SPD).

The minister’s departure 
has added pressure on the co-
alition as it seeks to advance 
reforms amid political dis-

agreements and public con-
cerns over economic and so-
cial policies.

Merz also highlighted the 
urgent need to overhaul Ger-
many’s pay-as-you-go pen-
sion system, saying the coun-
try was at least 30 years late 
in addressing the issue. Under 
this system, contributions 
from current workers and em-
ployers help finance pay-
ments to existing retirees.

The chancellor warned that 
demographic changes would 
require difficult decisions to 
ensure the system remains 
sustainable. He said pension 
contributions paid by workers 
and employers would have to 
increase temporarily to ac-
commodate these changes.

LAS VEGAS

A former gang leader was due 
to be sentenced on Tuesday 
for orchestrating the 1996 
drive-by shooting that killed 
hip-hop star Tupac Shakur in 
Las Vegas, bringing to a close 
the only prosecution over a 
long-unsolved murder that 
shaped the golden age of rap 
music.

Duane “Keffe D” Davis, 
63, who was found guilty of 
first-degree murder in August, 
was scheduled to return to a 
Las Vegas courtroom, where 
he faced a maximum penalty 
of life in prison without the 
possibility of parole.

Davis has said he will ap-
peal his conviction. Until his 
arrest in 2023, the killing of 
Shakur, who was shot dead in 
the passenger seat of an SUV 
driven by his record execu-
tive, Marion “Suge” Knight, 
had remained one of Ameri-
ca’s most notorious cold cases 

for nearly three decades.
Davis was tried and con-

victed of hurriedly master-
minding the murder in re-
venge for the beating of his 
nephew by Shakur and mem-
bers of the rapper’s entourage 
inside the MGM Grand casino 
on the Las Vegas Strip on 
September 7, 1996.

The casino clash grew out 
of hostility between two Los 
Angeles-area street gangs: the 
South Side Compton Crips, of 
which Davis was the self-de-
scribed leader, and Mob Piru, 
which was linked to Shakur, 
Knight and their music label, 
Death Row Records.

Members of both groups 
were in Las Vegas that night 
to watch a world heavyweight 
title fight between Mike Ty-
son and Bruce Seldon.

Within hours of the brawl, 
Davis drove his nephew and 
two other associates out in a 
white Cadillac to look for 
Shakur and Knight, deter-

mined to settle scores, accord-
ing to an account Davis later 
gave police in an unrelated 
investigation, which prosecu-
tors cited at his murder trial.

As diesel prices soar, 
Bolivian farmer turns 
trash into tractor fuel

LAJA
Etson Machaca, a resi-

dent of the Bolivian 
Altiplano, where rising 

fuel costs are threatening 
farmers’ livelihoods, has 
built a small plant that 

converts plastic bags, old 
tires and used oil into 

energy for his tractors. The 
operation is small, turning 
out only 80 to 150 liters of 
gasoline and diesel a day, 
but the savings have been 

a lifesaver for Machaca 
since Bolivia’s centrist gov-
ernment ended state die-

sel subsidies last month to 
shore up public accounts. 
His plant makes fuel for 7 
to 10 bolivianos ($0.60 to 
$0.86) a liter, while diesel 
on the open market costs 
about double that, at 18 
bolivianos ($1.54) a liter.

Russia hits 
energy targets 
despite Trump 

ceasefire 
announcement

KYIV
Russia struck at least six 
energy targets in deadly 

air attacks across Ukraine, 
Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy said, 
adding that this showed 
Moscow had no interest in 

the energy ceasefire 
announced by US President 
Donald Trump. Trump, under 

pressure over high energy 
prices before next month’s 

US midterm elections, 
caught Kyiv and its European 

allies off guard over the 
weekend when he declared 
that Ukraine and Russia had 
agreed not to hit each oth-
er’s energy systems. “It is 
increasingly evident that 

Russia is unwilling to 
accept an energy cease-

fire proposed by the 
United States and intends 
to continue its terrorist air 
attacks against our peo-

ple and communities,” 
Zelenskiy said on X.

8 hurt in supermarket 
stabbing in South 

Korea’s Incheon
SEOUL

A stabbing at a super-
market in the South 

Korean city of Incheon on 
Tuesday wounded eight 

people, one of whom suf-
fered a cardiac arrest, 

police said. Officers called 
to the scene arrested a 
male suspect and were 
investigating the motive 

and circumstances of the 
attack, a police spokes-

person said by telephone.
According to a witness, 

the suspect appeared to 
have knives tied to both 
hands and went through 

several floors of the shop-
ping complex attacking 
people until bystanders 
overpowered him and 

handed him over to 
police. South Korean 

media reports described 
the suspect as a man in 

his 60s who was wearing 
an electronic monitoring 

ankle bracelet.
The victims were six 

women and two men, 
and the woman in cardiac 
arrest was in her 20s, the 

reports said. Incheon, 
west of Seoul, is home to 
South Korea’s main air-
port and is part of the 

wider Seoul metropolitan 
area. A series of stabbing 
rampages in 2023, includ-
ing attacks that left sev-

eral people dead and 
injured, shook South 

Korea.
In a more recent case in 

May, a man in his 20s 
fatally stabbed a 17-year-

old girl and wounded 
another teenager in the 

southwestern city of 
Gwangju.

Saudi halted alerts before 
deadly airport strikes

The deadly Riyadh airport strikes killed at least 18 
people and wounded over 300, raising questions about 
security preparedness and government communication.

Drone strikes sink cargo 
ship off Bulgaria

No alerts to public 
before 4 
Riyadh attacks
→	 Riyadh airport strikes killed 

at least 18 people and injured 
more than 300.

→	 Public threat alerts 
reportedly stopped after 
September 29.

→	 Saudi Arabia has since 
resumed alerts.

→	 Analysts questioned the 
impact of the silence on 
public confidence and 
security preparedness.

Two ships hit

11
SAILORS MISSING 
FROM THE SUNKEN HS 
DIGNITY

5 HS DIGNITY CREW 
RESCUED

15 CHELSEA 3 CREW 
RESCUED

Orban denies ordering seizure 
of Ukrainian gold convoy

KIM SHOWCASES MISSILE 
CAPABLE OF REACHING US

Viktor Orban
Former Hungarian Prime Minister

What 
actually happened

MARCH
Two Ukrainian vehicles carrying 
$82 million in cash and gold 
seized; seven Ukrainians 
briefly detained

APRIL
Hungary’s election ends 
Orban’s 16-year tenure as 
prime minister

JUNE
Prosecutors name Janos Hajdu 
as a suspect

Ex‑gang leader faces maximum 
penalty of life in prison

Will prioritise welfare reform 
over popularity: Merz

THE CASE

Maximum penalty: 
life in prison 
without parole
–	 Duane “Keffe D” Davis, 63, 

found guilty of first-degree 
murder in August

–	 Tupac Shakur, 25, shot dead 
in Las Vegas in 1996

–	 Davis has said he will appeal

“I have no intention of 
becoming the nation’s 
darling.”
FRIEDRICH MERZ German 
Chancellor

Hezbollah announces housing aid for war-hit families
LEBANON WAR HOUSING AID

$14,000
Beirut and its southern suburbs

$12,000
elsewhere in Lebanon

4
instalments over one year
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Ellyse Perry re-enters 
top 10 ODI batters

Australia 
sweeps headlines 
as international 

women's cricket rankings 
shift following stellar 
performances across 

thrilling global 
series.

DUBAI

The latest update to the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
Women's Player Rankings re-

flects the sweeping dominance of the 
Australian national team during their 
ongoing home One Day International 
(ODI) series against Bangladesh. Cap-
italizing on a powerful start that has 
secured an unassailable 2-0 lead in the 
three-match bilateral campaign under 
the ICC Women's Championship um-
brella, several key Australian players 
have made massive upward strides 
across the batting, bowling, and all-
round standings.

Veteran all-rounder Ellyse Perry 
headlines the changes for the batting 
group, climbing two spots to re-enter 
the elite top 10 rankings. Perry's con-
sistent poise and ability to anchor the 
innings continue to anchor Australia's 
formidable top order. Meanwhile, rising 
star Georgia Voll made one of the most 
eye-catching leaps of the update, surg-
ing eight places to claim 28th position 

following her exceptional match-win-
ning contributions in Brisbane.

In the bowling department, Annabel 
Sutherland and Megan Schutt cemented 
their status as two of the world's pre-
mier wicket-takers. Sutherland, who 
delivered a sensational spell of four 
wickets complemented by an unbeaten 
25 runs in the opening fixture at Allan 
Border Field, climbed to fourth place 
among bowlers and 17th in the batting 
charts. Veteran pace spearhead Megan 
Schutt also advanced two positions to 
secure fifth place in the bowling rank-
ings following her clinical four-wicket 
haul in the second encounter.

Despite trailing in the series, visiting 
Bangladesh side members found posi-
tives through individual milestones. 
Captain Nigar Sultana Joty jumped 11 
places to share 24th position in the ODI 
batting list, while teammate Sobhana 
Mostary climbed 11 spots to share 35th 
place.

Concurrently, the latest rankings cap-
tured stellar T20I performances from 
the West Indies and Zimbabwe series. 

W e s t 
Indies leg- e n d 

Stafanie Taylor made a re-
markable resurgence fol-
lowing a brilliant 64 off 39 
balls that secured a clean 
3-0 sweep against Zimba-
bwe. Taylor vaulted seven 
places to 40th among 
T20I batters and skyrock-
eted 29 spots in the 
all-rounder rankings to 
reach 39th.  

Nurul anticipates 
Afghanistan’s spin 
bowling strategy 

DHAKA

As the Bangladesh cricket squad 
packs its bags for the upcoming 
One Day International tri-series 
in the United Arab Emirates, 
wicketkeeper-batter Nurul 
Hasan has shared his tactical 
expectations. The multi-nation 
tournament, which also in-
cludes Zimbabwe, kicks off in 
Abu Dhabi on October 17 and 
serves as a vital preparatory 
stepping stone for upcoming 
marquee events like the 
Asia Cup and the ODI 
World Cup. 

Speaking to reporters at 
the airport prior to their de-
parture, Nurul pointed out 
that Afghanistan will like-

ly alter their strategy for 
t h e  l i m i t e d - o v e r s 
games. Although their 
current Test setup relies 
heavily on a pace-ori-
ented approach, the re-
turn of world-class spin 

maestro Rashid Khan 
alongside other elite slow bowlers 
means they will likely favor turning 
tracks in the shorter format.

To counter such challenges, Ban-
gladesh has injected fresh variety into 
their own bowling lineup by handing 
a maiden ODI call-up to mystery 
spinner Aliss Al Islam. Nurul be-
lieves that having a specialized mys-
tery spinner provides a massive tac-
tical advantage, especially when 
playing matches on foreign soil 

where unexpected variations can 
trouble opposing batting line-ups. 

Looking at the bigger picture, 
Nurul emphasized that the squad is 
traveling with absolute confidence 
and a clear championship mindset. 
Rather than treating the tri-series as 
mere practice, the team views it as a 
crucial platform to establish winning 
momentum and boost team morale 
ahead of demanding international 
tournaments. Addressing concerns 
about the severe heat in the UAE, the 
experienced cricketer noted that ex-
treme weather conditions remain an 
equal challenge for all competing 
nations, meaning adaptability and 
teamwork will ultimately decide who 
lifts the trophy.

I think they will try to back their strong 
zone, and their spin attack is good, so I 
feel they may opt for a little bit more 
spinning wicket.

- Nurul Hasan, Wicketkeeper-batter

STEVE SMITH 
RETURNS FOR 
DURBAN TEST 

FINAL DAY
DURBAN

Australian cricket star Steve 
Smith has made a welcome 
return to the field for the 
final day of the first Test 
match against South Africa 
at Kingsmead. Fans and 
teammates felt a wave of 
relief seeing the veteran 
vice-captain back in action 
following a scary head inju-
ry scare late on the fourth 
day of play.

The incident happened 
when a fierce delivery from 
South African fast bowler 
Anrich Nortje struck Smith 
directly on the helmet 
during Australia's second 
innings.  Although he 
showed great resilience by 
staying at the crease to fin-
ish his innings and score 27 
crucial runs, he did not field 
during the evening session. 
Medical staff immediately 
pulled him off the pitch to 
run strict concussion checks 
and monitored him closely 
through the night to ensure 
his safety and health.

Fortunately, morning 
tests brought great news for 
the touring squad. Smith 
passed his protocols and 
completed his pre-match 
fielding drills without any 
trouble. He took up his usu-
al spot in the slip cordon, 
where his sharp reflexes 
and reliable catching are vi-
tal for the bowling attack.

Teammate and fast bowler 
Mitchell Starc shared a pos-
itive update ahead of the 
morning session, noting that 
Smith looked full of energy 
and smiled happily as he 
prepared for the day's chal-
lenge.This clearance is mas-
sive for Australia as they 
push for victory on the final 
day. South Africa resumed 
their chase needing a high 
target with only six wickets 
remaining. Having an expe-
rienced fielder like Smith 
back in the slips greatly im-
proves Australia's chances 
of wrapping up the match.

Furthermore, this news 
brings immense relief for 
the upcoming second Test. 

GILL AND SHAFALI CLAIM 
ICC MONTHLY HONORS 

DUBAI

Indian cricket celebrated a remarkable 
double today as national team stars 
Shubman Gill and Shafali Verma 
claimed the prestigious ICC Men's and 
Women's Players of the Month awards 
for September 2026. This phenomenal 
clean sweep marks only the third time in 
history that both honors have gone to 
representatives from the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India simultaneously.

Gill extended his record-breaking 
streak by securing his fifth monthly ac-
colade in the men's division, tying him 
with West Indies captain Hayley Mat-
thews for the most career wins. His lat-
est triumph stems from a historic batting 
masterclass during India's home ODI 
series against the West Indies. After an-
choring the opening match with a bril-
liant 110 runs to guide his side to an 
eight-wicket victory, Gill delivered a 
performance for the ages.

In the subsequent fixture, the 
right-handed maestro smashed an aston-
ishing 223 runs off just 133 deliveries, 
etching his name into the record books 
by scoring the fastest double-century in 
one-day international history. His explo-
sive innings successfully hunted down a 
daunting 406-run target, thrilling home 
fans and cementing India's dominance. 
Reflecting on the honor, Gill expressed 
immense gratitude while emphasizing 
the shifting landscape of modern cricket. 
He noted that the rapidly accelerating 
pace of ODI matches requires instant 
adaptation and sharp tactical awareness. 
With the upcoming ICC Men's Cricket 

World Cup scheduled in southern Afri-
ca next year, Gill stressed that the 
squad remains fiercely dedicated to 
elevating their standards and building 
a resilient, balanced team prepared to 
conquer future global challenges.

Meanwhile, destructive opening bat-
ter Shafali Verma captured her second 
career monthly award following a stel-
lar run of form across major continen-
tal tournaments. Shafali finished as 
India's leading run-scorer during their 
triumphant Women's Asia Cup cam-
paign, piling up an astonishing 360 
runs at an astonishing strike rate of 
184.61 while also chipping in with six 
valuable wickets.

She seamlessly carried that momen-
tum into the Asian Games, playing a 
pivotal role in her team's gold-medal 
charge. Her standout moments includ-
ed a magnificent, unbeaten century 
against Bangladesh in the semi-final, 
followed by a crucial 48-run knock in 
the final against Sri Lanka. This honor 
adds to her previous win in November 
2025, which followed her match-win-
ning exploits in the Women's World 
Cup final.

Palmer is a special football beast, says Pedro
NEW DELHI

Chelsea forward Joao Pedro has 
showered high praise on teammate 
Cole Palmer and manager Xabi 
Alonso as the club 
prepares for their up-
c o m i n g  P r e m i e r 
L e a g u e  f i x t u r e 
against Everton. Sit-
ting comfortably in 
the race for a top-six 
spot, the London side 
is riding high on 
strong teamwork and 
clear tactical direc-
tion. Pedro, currently 
leading the club's 
scoring charts with five goals, high-
lighted Palmer's incredible impact 
on the pitch. Describing him as a 
complete football player, Pedro not-
ed that Palmer possesses a rare abil-

ity to score incredible goals, deliver 
precise passes, and decide matches 
from anywhere on the field.

The Brazilian striker also shed light 
on how the team's front line functions 

so smoothly. By com-
bining short passes to 
Palmer's feet and driv-
ing spaces open for 
Morgan Rogers, the at-
tacking trio creates 
constant danger for op-
posing defenses. How-
ever, Pedro made sure 
to credit midfielder 
Moises Caicedo as 
well, calling him the 
best in the world at his 

position for his relentless ball-winning 
and defensive protection. Beyond in-
dividual brilliance, Pedro pointed out 
that manager Xabi Alonso has trans-
formed the squad's mindset. 

Meg Lanning returns as 
Melbourne Stars Captain

NEW DELHI

Cricket legend Meg Lanning is 
stepping back into the captaincy 
role for the Melbourne Stars ahead 
of the 12th season of the Women's 
Big Bash League. She takes over 
the leadership duties from star 
all-rounder Annabel Sutherland, 
who led the team for the past two 
seasons.

Sutherland made the brave and 
unselfish choice to step aside to re-
duce her heavy workload and focus 
entirely on her personal perfor-
mance with bat and ball. Newly 
a p p o i n t e d  h e a d c o a c h 
Richard Pyrah p r a i s e d 
Suther land 
for her in-
credible hu-
mility and 
c h a r a c t e r , 
not ing that 
put t ing the 
team's needs 
first takes gen-
uine strength. 
Pyrah expects 
this  change to 
bring out the abso-
lute best in Suther-
land, who has been in 
phenomenal form re-
cently, including star-
ring in Australia's T20 
World Cup victory and 
earning Player of the 
Tournament honors in 
The Hundred.

Although Lanning 

admitted that taking on the captain-
cy again was not initially part of 
her plans, she embraced the chal-
lenge without hesitation. Having 
previously led the Stars for five 
seasons, she is eager to guide the 
squad when the new campaign 
kicks off on October 28. This time, 
leadership will be a collaborative 
ef- fort .  Lanning, 

Sutherland, and 
Kim Garth plan 
to share the re-
sponsibility 
to ensure no 
single player 
b e a r s  t o o 

much weight.

Meg Lanning 
returns as 

Melbourne Stars 
captain, while 

Annabel Sutherland 
steps down to focus 

on peak 
performance and 

shared leadership.

Chris Green to lead Australia 
in Hong Kong Sixes 

HONG KONG

Versatile all-rounder Chris 
Green will step up to captain 
Australia's seven-man squad 
for the upcoming Hong Kong 
Sixes 2026 tournament. The 
action-packed three-day com-
petition is scheduled to run 
from October 30 to November 
1, bringing high-energy cricket 
back to international fans 
worldwide. Australia enters the 
global showcase with high 
hopes of capturing their second 
championship title. Their only 
previous tournament victory 
came back in 2010. To achieve 
this goal, selectors have assem-
bled a balanced lineup tailored 
specifically for the fast-paced, 
high-scoring demands of the 
six-a-side format.

Captain Green will anchor 
the side alongside seasoned 
fast bowler Kane Richardson. 
The squad also features explo-
sive batting talents and utility 
players including Jack Wood, 
Max Bryant, Nick Hobson, 
Alex Ross, and Matt Kelly. 
This blend of international ex-
perience and dynamic stroke 
play is designed to match the 
aggressive tempo of the histor-
ic tournament.

Organizers have expressed 
immense excitement over Aus-
tralia's confirmation. Anuraag 
Bhatnagar, Director of Market-
ing and Commercial at Cricket 
Hong Kong, China, highlight-
ed that the team's competitive 
spirit will elevate the tourna-
ment's overall quality and de-
liver an unforgettable specta-
cle for cricket enthusiasts.

The 2026 edition introduces 
several exciting milestones, 
including a landmark partner-
ship with JSW Sports as the 
official commercial partner. 
Fans eager to catch the explo-
sive hitting and innovative 
shot-making can purchase 
tickets for HKD 780 to secure 
full access across all three 
days.

NEW DELHI

Following a painful 3-0 defeat against 
rival powerhouse Manchester City at 
Anfield, Liverpool defender Milos 
Kerkez has stepped forward to empha-
size that securing victories is the abso-
lute priority for the club. The weekend 
loss marked the first major setback un-
der the leadership of manager Andoni 
Iraola, halting the team's early-season 
momentum in the English Premier 
League. However, the squad has little 
time to dwell on the disappointment, 
with an important European fixture 
approaching fast.

The high-stakes domestic clash 
remained tightly contested and 
scoreless for more than an hour, with 
both tactical units canceling each oth-
er out in a tense battle. Liverpool dis-
played immense discipline and resil-
ience during the opening forty-five 
minutes, successfully thwarting waves 
of attacking pressure while creating 
moments of promise. The momentum 
shifted dramatically in the sixty-second 
minute when midfielder Ryan Graven-
berch received a second yellow card, 
resulting in a red card that reduced the 
hosts to ten men.

Kerkez admitted that the dress-
ing room felt immense frustra-
tion over the final scoreline, 
noting that the team went 
toe-to-toe with their op-

ponents until numerical disadvantage 
took its toll. Once Manchester City 
gained a player advantage, they capital-
ized on open spaces and controlled pos-
session to secure three second-half goals.

Looking ahead, Liverpool aims to 
channel this frustration into positive 
energy as they travel to face Austrian 
side LASK in the UEFA Champions 
League. Kerkez stressed that winning 

is embedded in the club's 
culture, and an immedi-

ate response is re-
quired to re-
store confi-
dence. 

Kerkez urges Liverpool to bounce back


