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EXIT POLL

These surveys are brought out merely
“ to create a psychological impact,

to put pressure on the officialsi

nvolved in the election process.

—Tejashwi Yadav, RJD leader
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The way people cheer for us,

‘b | feel that the people of Bihar are
with the NDA, with the BJP. We will
go much beyond 160 seats.

—Amit Shah, BJP leader

Who will win the Battle of Blhar‘?

NDA’s return or Mahagathbandhan twist? The polls will decide whether Nitish Kumar, the state’s

PATNA

Finally, the wait is over! With
less than a few hours to go for
the counting of votes polled
in the recent assembly elec-
tions, all eyes are on Bihar.

It will decide whether
JD(U) supremo Nitish Kumar,
the state’s longest-serving
chief minister, will get a re-
cord fifth term or the state
will go for a new government.

According to the official
website of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI), the
counting of votes and the an-
nouncement of trends for the
elections 2025 will com-
mence at 8 am on November
14, with the final results ex-
pected to be declared by the
evening.

Will the exit
polls proveright?
The exit polls have offered a
clear indication of the likely
outcome, with most survey
agencies predicting a decisive
victory for the NDA alliance,
pointing to a comfortable ma-
jority for the ruling coalition.
The BJP-led NDA is likely
to retain power in Bihar, as
per Axis My India and To-
day’s Chanakya prediction.
Axis My India predicted NDA

to win by a narrow margin
with 121-141 seats, MGB 98-
118, JSP 0-2 seats while To-
day’s Chanakya projected BJP
a major victory with 160
seats, RJD 77 and others six
seats. On Tuesday, nine exit
polls also projected the NDA
to win 147 seats in the
243-member Assembly.

Is the voter turnout
anindicator?

The voter turnout in the sec-
ond and final phase of the Bi-

Election 2025

har Assembly elections, was
recorded to be 66.91%, offi-
cially the highest-ever voter
turnout in the state since
1951, as per the ECI.

Will ‘Nari Shakti’
work for Modi & team?

Of the overall turnout of a re-
cord 66.91%, the voting per-
centage of women was 71.6%
in the second phase, which is
8.8% points more than the
62.8% turnout of men and the
largest ever gap recorded in
the state. In terms of absolute
numbers too, women out-vot-
ed men, a trend considered to
be a first for Bihar.

Tejashwi a threat to Nitish?
As Bihar waits the election
results, the final tally may yet

longest-serving CM, will get a record fifth term or the state will go for a new government

Will NDA romp home?
m Poll Diary projected
the highest

number of seats
for the NDA, with a

A range of 184-209,

while Axis My
India forecast the
lowest range of
121-141 seats.

m For Mahagathband-
han, the highest
range of projection,
98-118 seats, was
given by Axis My
India, and the
lowest range was
forecast by Poll Diary:
32-49 seats.

favour the NDA as predicted
by most exit polls.

However, regardless of
whether the Grand Alliance
(Mahagathbandhan) clinches
the victory, 36-year-old Te-
jashwi Yadav has secured a
seismic win. He has rebrand-
ed the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), cemented his leader-
ship, and established himself
as the most formidable chal-
lenger to Nitish Kumar’s
long-standing dominance in
the state.
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Monitor drone
cameras to avoid
human-wildlife
conﬂlct CM

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
who gave instructions to in-
crease the monitoring of
drone cameras and formulate
scientific methods in consul-
tation with experts including
Krupakara Senani-Sanjay
Gubbi to avoid human-wild-
life conflict, assured that all
assistance from the govern-
ment, including necessary
personnel and funds, will be
provided.

He instructed that steps be
taken to immediately capture
15-20 tigers roaming outside
the forest area due to old age,
injuries caused by attacks by
new young tigers and other
reasons with the help of drone
cameras.

Eight Kumki elephants are
already being used for the op-
eration and the Chief Minister
instructed that the number of
personnel and squads be used
in the conflict-affected forest
area as per the requirement. Af-
ter a comprehensive discussion
on this, the Chief Minister said,
the following eight-point pro-
gramme is in place to control
human-wildlife conflict.
e[dentify arecas where hu-
man-wildlife conflict exists and
list the nature of the conflict.

e Human resource manage-
ment: Assignment of officers
and staff based on the intensi-
ty of the conflict.

e Patrol: Increase patrols in
forest edge villages and main-
tain registers.

e Senior officers should regu-
larly stay in forest edge vil-

MOCK SHOW

Organize a mock show
to provide information
on wildlife capture and
what to do when a
wildlife attack occurs.
Formation of coordina-
tion/collaboration com-
mittee at district level
Formation of sub-com-
mittee at taluk level and
seeking assistance from
district administration
and police department*
This committee will
meet regularly and work
towards controlling hu-
man-wildlife conflict.

lages, especially those with
human-wildlife conflict.

e Involve local people, identi-
fy enthusiastic youth and el-
ders of forest edge villages
and consider them as forest
friends and use their services
during patrols, wildlife, cap-
ture, and operations.

eMake vehicles and forest
staff available 24/7 at strate-
gic places where wildlife
roam for wildlife conserva-
tion operations.

QUICKREAD

BNP suspends
non-AC bus safari

BENGALURU
In view of a woman visitor being
injured after a leopard climb
onto a safari bus, the Ban-
nerghatta National Park (BNP)
has suspended non-AC Bus Sa-
fari indefinitely till further com-
munication, according to are-
lease by BNP. It added, “We re-
gret to inform you of an unfortu-
nate incident that occurred to-
day around 1 pm during the
Non-AC Bus Safari at the Leop-
ard Safari. Vahitha Banu (56)
sustained a minor injury to her
hand when a leopard, while at-
tempting to climb onto the bus,
accidentally clawed her. She
was immediately taken to the
nearest hospital for first aid
and was examined for any fur-
therinjuries and is fine with a
minor injury.” All the safari driv-
ers were warned about the
previous incident of leopard
attack and were instructed to
take precautionary safety
measures inside the safari.

8 killed, several injured as
truck rams vehicles in Pune

PUNE

At least eight people were
killed and several others in-
jured when a container truck
lost control and rammed
into several vehicles near Na-
vale bridge on the Pune-Benga-
luru highway on Thursday
evening.

Following the collision a
few vehicles went up in
flames, reports said.

As per reports, a car got
crushed between two large
container trucks that caught
fire on a bridge along the

JELHI CHOKES UNDER TOKIC

Mumbai-Bengaluru Highway
on the outskirts of Pune city.

Eight to ten others were in-
jured in the accident on the
Navale Bridge in the evening,
they said.

In videos that surfaced after
the accident, the car is seen
crushed between the two
heavy vehicles which are en-
gulfed in huge fire. "We are
probing how the accident hap-
pened. Currently, our priority
is to ensure that the injured
people receive immediate
treatment in the hospital,"
stated the officer.

‘Go virtual, even masks not enough’

Delhi AQI
remains ‘severe’

According to the
Commission for Air
Quality Management,
Delhi’s Air Quality Index
(AQI) was recorded at
425 at 9 am on Tuesday,
placing it in the ‘severe’.
Following this, the CAQOM
implemented a nine-
point action plan under
Stage Ill of the Graded
Response Action Plan
across the National
Capital Region (NCR).

NEW DELHI

As toxic air continue to choke
the National capital, Delhi,
and the Air Quality Index
(AQI) remains in the ‘severe’
category’, the Supreme Court
on Thursday sounded an
alarm, describing the pollu-
tion levels in Delhi as “very
serious” and asking lawyers
to use virtual hearings in-
stead of appearing in
person.

Warning that the
toxic air could cause
permanent health
damage, the Bench
comprising Jus-
tices P S Narasim-

A
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—

ha and Atul S Chandurkar,
said, “Situation is very very
serious! Why are you all ap-
pearing here? We have a vir-
tual hearing facility. Please
avail it. This pollution will
cause permanent damage.”
In reply, Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and Senior Advocate Ka-
pil Sibal, who was present in
court, told the bench that
lawyers were wearing
masks. Justice Nara-
simha reponded, say-
ing “Even masks are
not enough. It will
not suffice. We
will discuss with
the Chief Justice
as well.”

According to top intelligence sources, the disclosure was made by Dr Shaheen Saeed,
her brother Dr Parvez, and Dr Muzzamil, during their interrogation

LUCKNOW

The probe agencies investi-
gating the Delhi blast and its
suspected roots in UP have
uncovered a plot in which the
Jaish-e-Mohammad-linked
terror module, allegedly com-
prising Dr Shaheen Ansari, Dr
Parvez Ansari and others, was
planning coordinated explo-
sions in six cities of the coun-
try on the anniversary of the
Babri Masjid demolition in
1992 on December 6.

According to intelligence
agency sources, the disclosure
was made by Dr Shaheen, her
brother Dr Parvez, and Dr
Muzzamil, during their inter-
rogation. The three are among
those arrested in connection
with the November 10 Red
Fort blast. They were alleged-
ly raising funds and coordi-
nating logistics for the
planned attacks.

Dr Shaheen divulged cru-
cial inputs about the group’s
financial network and opera-
tional hierarchy during her
grilling, said sources. Other
arrested suspects — Dr Adeel
Ahmad Rather, Dr Muzammil
Ahmad Ganaie, Maulvi Irfan
Ahmad, Arif Nisar Dar, Yasir-

122 professionals part of
white-collar Jaish terror'

New Delhi: Investigative agencies
have identified a total of 22 doctors,
engineers and educated profession-
als who are part of the white-collar

Jaish-e-Mohammed terror module

that carried out the Delhi blast in
which 13 people were killed. The
agencies said they were planning
multiple blasts, with materials
already procured, reconnaissance
completed and devices ready.

ul-Ashraf, Ma- )
gsood Ahmad and | [
Zameer Ahmad’
Ahanger — are
also being interro-
gated to extract more
information about the
module’s operations.
Preliminary find-
ings pointed towards a
five-phase plan drawn
by the group. The first
phase involved the formation
of the module linked to the
Jaish-e-Mohammad and An-
sar Ghazwat-ul-Hind. The
second focused on procuring
raw materials and ammuni-
tion from Nuh and Gurugram
(Haryana) to assemble impro-
vised explosive devices
(IEDs). The third covered
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B'luru DC begins valuation

of four ‘enemy properties’

Bengaluru: The deputy
commissioner of Bengaluru Urban
district, who has been designated
as the Deputy Custodian of Enemy

Property by the central government,
is evaluating the value of four
enemy properties identified in

Bengaluru. These properties are
located on Raj Bhavan Road,
Victoria Road, Kalasipalya and
Grant Road, as per souces.

manufacturing

IEDs and conduct-
' ing reconnaissance
- - of potential targets.
The fourth phase in-
_volved the distribution of
assembled bombs
among module mem-

was to execute syn-
chronised explosions
across all the locations.

Officials said the initial
plan was to strike in August
2025, but due to logistical de-
lays, the date was shifted to
December 6. Investigators are
also examining whether the
module planned a parallel op-
eration in Ayodhya on Novem-
ber 25 during the religious
flag (dharam dhwayj) hoisting.

Not every resident
of J&Kis a

terrorist: Omar
SRINAGAR

Probe reveals plan for 6 blasts on Dec 6

As probe into Delhi car blast
intensifies and preliminary in-
vestigation points towards ter-
ror networks in J&K, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah has
asserted, “Not every resident of
Jammu and Kashmir is a terror-
ist or affiliated with terrorists.”
“No amount of condemna-
tion for this incident is
enough. The killing of inno-
cent people in this manner is
unaccept-
able and
no religion
allows
such acts.
The inves-
tigation is
underway,
and all culprits must be pun-
ished,” Omar told reporters in
Jammu. The CM said that not
every resident of the state is a
terrorist and that there are
only a few “who have always
tried to disrupt peace and
brotherhood here.”

2 more docs picked
upinUttarPradesh

New Delhi: Intensifying its crack-
down on a suspected terror network
across Uttar Pradesh, the Anti-Terror-
ist Squad (ATS) of the Uttar Pradesh
state police and the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) detained
Dr Mohammad Arif, 32, in Kanpur.
Dr Arif is a senior resident doctor in
the cardiology department of the
Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Memorial
(GSVM) Medical College.
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BDA allots new
sites to Arkavathy
allottees

Bengaluru
The Bengaluru Develop-
ment Authority (BDA)
has finally allotted alter-
nate sites in Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda Layout
(NPKL) to 784 allottees
of Arkavathy Layout, who
have been waiting for
possession for nearly
two decades. The origi-
nal lands were denotified
under the 2014 Re-Do
scheme, leaving many
allotteesin long legal
battles while paying
property taxes for sites
they never received, 755
allottees and 29 Surabhi
Seva Sangha revenue
owners were assigned
new plots through a
computerized draw by
BDA Chairman N.A.
Haris. Some allottees ex-
pressed frustration, say-
ing they prefer plots clos-
er to the original layout
despite additional fees
for the NPKL sites.

E-KYCnow
mandatory to avail
MGNREGA job cards

Bengaluru
Bengaluru Rural District
has made e-KYC verifica-
tion compulsory for all
MGNREGA job card hold-
ers to ensure transparen-
cy and prevent misuse of
funds. Dr. K.N. Anuradha,
CEOQ of the Zilla
Panchayat, said all fami-
lies across 101 Gram
Panchayats must com-
plete the process. Cur-
rently, 1.2 lakh families are
registered, with 53,000
active job cards, and 86%
have completed e-KYC.
Linking job cards to
Aadhaar will ensure only
active workers’ attend-
ance is recorded and
wages are directly credit-
ed to bank accounts.
Workers without e-KYC
will soon be unable to
mark attendance. Assis-
tance is available at Gram
Panchayats or via the
Panchamitra helpline.

Karnataka mandates
local CSR spending
for schools

Bengaluru
Karnataka plans a new
corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) policy requir-
ing companies to spend
CSR funds within the
state, focusing on public
school development.
School Education Minister
Madhu Bangarappa said
the proposal will go to the
cabinet soon. The state is
also upgrading 100 Urdu
schools into bilingual in-
stitutions and aims to es-
tablish 6,000 Karnataka
Public Schools (KPS)
across gram panchayats.
Around 18,000 teachers
will be recruited before
the next academic year,
with the Teacher Eligibility
Test scheduled for De-
cember 7. The govern-
ment also defended low-
ering pass marks from
359% to 33% to improve
student progression,
while reviewing State Ed-
ucation Policy recom-
mendations.

ADAM MANIYAR
BENGALURU

Pedestrian safety has become
a growing concern along the
ISRO Junction to Manipal
Hospital stretch on HAL Main
Road, as an increasing number
of two-wheeler riders are us-
ing the footpath as an alternate
lane to avoid traffic conges-
tion.

The issue, observed during
both morning and evening
peak hours, has caused severe
inconvenience to office-goers,
hospital visitors, and nearby
residents. The narrow foot-
paths, meant exclusively for
pedestrians, are now frequent-
ly occupied by motorcycles
maneuvering through the
crowd, forcing walkers to step
onto the main carriageway and
risk accidents.

Commuters and local em-

NEW BIKE LINE IN CITY2

Pedestrians edged out as

ployees have voiced strong
concern over the lack of en-
forcement in the area. “It has
become almost impossible to
walk safely. Many patients and
elderly visitors to the hospital
face great difficulty navigating
the stretch,” said a commuter
working near ISRO Junction.

bikers take over rfootpath

Residents have appealed to
the Bengaluru Traffic Police
and authorities concerned to
take immediate action. Their
suggestions include the instal-
lation of bollards along the
footpath, deployment of traffic
marshals, and strict penalties
for violators.

Safeguardlng pedestrlan rightsis
crucial in a city grappling with
rising vehicular density. Regular
monitoring and dedicated rule
enforcement can help restore

safety and discipline among riders.

Experts emphasize that pro-
tecting pedestrian rights is cru-
cial in a city struggling with
rising vehicular density. Reg-
ular monitoring and dedicated
enforcement, they say, can
help restore safety and disci-
pline on this important road
link connecting key institu-
tions and residential areas. Au-
thorities are expected to take
note of the situation and im-
plement measures to ensure
that the footpath serves its
rightful purpose a safe and un-
obstructed passage for pedes-
trians.

Vehicle owners struggle as RTO halts NOC issuance

BENGALURU

Thousands of vehicle owners
across Karnataka are facing
major trouble as the Regional
Transport Offices (RTOs)
have stopped issuing No Ob-
jection Certificates (NOCs)
for the last three months.
Without this legal document,

sellers are unable to transfer
ownership or re-register their
vehicles, leaving them legal-
ly responsible for vehicles
they no longer own.

An NOC confirms that a
vehicle has no pending dues,
challans, or legal issues and
is essential for transferring
registration between RTOs.

However, since August, the
transport department has re-
portedly stopped issuing
NOCs without giving a clear
explanation. This delay has
caused distress among citi-
zens and car dealers alike.
Anant Hudenganj, who
sold his vehicle before the
Ganesh festival, said he is

still waiting for ownership
transfer.

“If my old car is involved
in an accident or crime, Il
be blamed. The government
must fix this immediately,”
he said. RTO officials have
told applicants that the delay
is due to “new software in-
stallation.”

K’taka cabinet approves
winter session in Belagavi

BENGALURU

The Karnataka cabinet has
decided to hold the winter
session of the state legisla-
ture in Belagavi for 10 days
starting December 8, Law
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister H.K. Patil an-
nounced on Thursday.

The decision aims to con-
tinue the tradition of con-
ducting at least one session
each year in the northern dis-
trict to address regional con-
cerns.

Minister Patil stated that
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has been authorized to make
the final decision regarding
the session’s details and
scheduling.

The cabinet also reviewed
pending matters related to
key committees that have not
submitted their reports for
over six months.

Among them is the Justice
John Michael D’Cunha com-
mittee, which was set up to
examine the procurement of
medicines and medical
equipment during the
COVID-19 pandemic. An-

other committee, led by Dep-
uty Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar, is responsible for
reviewing the financial con-
ditions of Karnataka’s uni-
versities and recommending
corrective steps.

A third committee, headed
by Home Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara, is reviewing
progress on the Bengalu-
ru-Mysuru Infrastructure
Corridor (BMIC) project and
will suggest measures for its
future development.

Patil said the cabinet di-
rected all three sub-commit-
tees to submit their reports at
the earliest, even though no
strict deadline was specified.

“The government wants
timely action on long-pend-
ing issues and full account-
ability from all departments,”
he emphasized. The upcom-
ing session is expected to
cover key legislative matters,
regional development issues,
and administrative reviews,
with Belagavi’s Suvarna
Vidhana Soudha once again
serving as the venue for Kar-
nataka’s winter legislative
proceedings.

‘Phone-in Programme’ for
north city residents today

BENGALURU

To strengthen public commu-
nication and ensure quick
redressal of civic complaints,
the Bengaluru North City
Corporation (BNCC) has
launched a weekly ‘Phone-in
Programme’ led by Commis-
sioner Pommala Sunil Ku-
mar. The next session will be
held from 7 am to 9 am on
November 14, where citizens
can speak directly with the
Commissioner. Residents can
raise issues related to pot-
holes, streetlight repairs,
waste collection, tree trim-
ming, mosquito control, stray
dog management, park main-
tenance, unauthorized ban-
ners, footpath encroach-
ments, e-Khata problems,
and drainage issues. All com-
plaints received during the
phone-in will be immediately

registered on the ‘Sahaaya
2.0° portal and forwarded to
the relevant department for
action. Citizens will receive
an SMS confirmation with a
complaint number and con-
tact details of the responsible
officer for follow-up.

For convenience, residents
may also use the Sahaaya 2.0
mobile app to submit griev-
ances anytime.

The Corporation stated that
this initiative aims to make
administration more transpar-
ent, responsive, and peo-
ple-friendly, ensuring that
public concerns are heard
directly by the top official.

CONTACT NUMBERS
Mobile/WhatsApp:
9480685705

Landline: 080-22975936
/ 080-23636671

BECC steps up ongomg 1nfra development projects

BENGALURU

Bengaluru East City Corpo-
ration (BECC) is pushing
forward with development
projects to improve city in-
frastructure and commuter
convenience.

On Thursday, Lokhande
Snehal Sudhakar, Additional
Commissioner (Develop-
ment), conducted on-site in-
spections of key ongoing
works, including road resur-
facing, pothole repairs,
storm-water drain construc-
tion, and a community hall
project.

At Hagadur and Naggon-
danahalli, the Commissioner
checked the recently resur-
faced roads. He reviewed
the quality of the work to
ensure it meets the set stan-
dards, stressing that residents
deserve smooth and safe
travel. During his visit to
Hagadur’s storm-water drain

project, he inspected the re-
taining wall construction and
instructed officials to speed
up work while maintaining
proper slope alignment.
This step is intended to
prevent waterlogging and en-
sure smooth drainage during
rains. In Nallurhalli, Sid-
dapura Road, and Varthur—
Gunjur Road, pothole repair
works were closely re-
viewed. The Commissioner
directed officials to complete

HC gives nod for RSS procession in Chittapur

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has allowed the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
to hold a procession in Chitta-
pur of Kalaburagi district on
November 16 as part of the
organization’s 100th anniver-
sary celebrations.

Justice M.G.S. Kamal of
the Kalaburagi Bench deliv-
ered the ruling while hearing
a petition filed by Ashok Pa-
til, the RSS district convener.
The petition challenged the
district administration’s refus-
al to permit the event. The
court observed that the Tahsil-
dar had already granted per-
mission for a limited proces-

sion and therefore dlsposed of
the petition by confirming the
approval.

According to the court’s or-
der, 300 RSS members and 50
musicians will be allowed to
take part in the procession.
The bench made it clear that
the decision aligns with the
permission already issued at
the local level.

The case gained signifi-

DE GWNREEN J LERDERK

cance due to an earlier state
government order issued on
October 18, 2025, which re-
quired official permission for
all civic, social, or cultural
gatherings involving more
than 10 people in public plac-
es. The court had previously
stayed that government order,
noting that it restricted citi-
zens’ fundamental rights to
freedom of speech, expres-

sion, and assembly.

During the hearing, the pe-
titioner’s lawyer requested an
increase in the number of par-
ticipants, citing the centenary
celebrations, while Advocate
General Shashikaran Shetty
opposed the plea, arguing that
the local authorities had al-
ready considered past event
sizes.

After reviewing both sides,
the bench upheld the Tahsil-
dar’s permission with a minor
revision, allowing 50 musi-
cians to participate. The deci-
sion was widely seen as a re-
affirmation of constitutional
freedoms and a balanced ap-
proach between public order
and citizens’ rights.

Adopt modern farmmg methods, become entrepreneurs

BENGALURU

Agriculture Minister N Cha-
luvarayaswamy has urged
farmers to adopt modern
farming practices and become
entrepreneurial leaders in ag-
riculture.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of Krishi Mela 2025 at
the Gandhi Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Bengaluru, he said
agricultural fairs help farmers
gain knowledge about high-
yield and low-cost crops,
boosting productivity and in-
come. The four-day fair,

themed “Prosperous Agricul-
ture — Developed India: Land,

Water and Crops,” showcases
innovations from Bangalore
Agricultural University,

which the minister praised for
consistently releasing new
crop varieties. He emphasized
that both Central and State
governments are working to

make agriculture a sustainable
industry.

Chaluvarayaswamy re-
vealed that under the PMFME
scheme, the Karnataka Pro-
cessing and Export Corpora-
tion (KPEC) provided 15
lakh subsidies to 5,000 entre-
preneurs. Sharing his visit to
the International Rice Re-
search Center in the Philip-
pines, he said Indian scientists
are also developing flood-re-
sistant rice varieties similar to
those found abroad.

He called for scientific and
integrated farming, fair pric-

ing, efficient marketing sys-
tems, and drought manage-
ment to achieve sustainable
agriculture. “Our goal is to
make farmers’ lives better
through innovation and re-
search support,” he said.

Three progressive farmers
were honoured with state-lev-
el awards during the event.
Union Minister Shobha
Karandlaje, Agriculture Sec-
retary S. Selvakumar, and
university officials S.V.
Suresh, Narayanaswamy, and
Dr. T.K. Prabhakar Shetty
were present.

all pending repairs quickly to
avoid inconvenience and en-
hance commuter safety.

At the community hall un-
der construction in Nallurh-
alli, the focus was on com-
pleting the first-floor roof
slab. The Additional Com-
missioner urged engineers to
adhere to timelines without
compromising quality.

He emphasized that urban
infrastructure projects have a
direct impact on citizens’
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daily lives. Officials were
warned that any negligence
or delays would result in ac-
countability measures.

He underlined that all civic
works, including road re-
pairs, drainage, and construc-
tion projects, must be com-
pleted promptly and to the
highest standards.

Executive Engineer Ra-
ghavendra BN, Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineers Gururajan
and Ravikumar, and Assis-
tant General Manager Jyoti
Choulkar, along with other
officials, accompanied the
Commissioner during the in-
spection.

The city administration’s
active supervision highlights
its commitment to safer
roads, better drainage, and
timely completion of com-
munity facilities, reflecting a
stronger focus on quality and
service for Bengaluru resi-
dents.

Devanahalli to host Children’s
Day celebrations today

DEVANAHALLI

The Bengaluru Rural District
Administration, in association
with the Zilla Panchayat,
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, District
Balabhavan Society, and
School Education Depart-
ment, will celebrate Chil-
dren’s Day at Dr BR Ambed-
kar Bhavan in Devanahalli
Town at 10 am on Friday.

As per officials, Food, Civ-
il Supplies and Consumer Af-
fairs and Bengaluru Rural
District In-charge KH Muni-
yappa will inaugurate the
event. Minister for Women
and Child Welfare Lakshmi
Hebbalkar and several digni-
taries, including C Narayanas-

wamy, Sharath Kumar Bache-
gowda, and Chikkaballapur
MP Dr K Sudhakar will be
present.

The event aims to honor
Jawaharlal Nehru’s love for
children and inspire young
students to pursue excellence
with dedication and creativity,
they said.

The programme will feature
speeches, cultural perfor-
mances, and activities empha-
sizing children’s rights, edu-
cation, and empowerment.
Representatives from various
local bodies, including munic-
ipal and gram panchayat offi-
cials, will join the celebration
along with students, teachers,
and parents from across the
district.
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Ybuth Dies after
Car Rams Electric

PoleinBailhongal

Belagavi
A 24-year-old man was
killed on the spot after a
car crashed into an elec-
tric pole near Chikka-
bagewadi in Bailhongal
taluk. The car, travelling
from Belagavi towards
Bailhongal with four oc-
cupants, reportedly lost
control before hitting the
pole. While two passen-
gers escaped unhurt, an-
other sustained critical in-
juries and was rushed to
the hospital. The de-
ceased has not yet been
identified. Bailhongal po-
lice visited the scene and
conducted an inspection.
A case has been regis-
tered, and further investi-
gation is underway.

Elderly Man
Seeks Police Help
toRetrieve Lost Axe

Haveri
In an unusual incident, an
elderly man approached
the Ranebennur Rural Po-
lice Station, seeking help
to recover his lost axe. He
complained that his
neighbour had taken the
tool and refused to return
it despite repeated re-
quests. Moved by the
man’s distress, head con-
stable Halesh Megalama-
ni pacified him and as-
sured that he would ar-
range an axe for him soon.
The innocent plea of the
elderly man has drawn
public attention and
sparked light-hearted dis-
cussions in the locality.

Registration Open
for 2025-26 Crop
Insurance Scheme

Gadag
The state government
has issued a notification
inviting farmers to register
for notified crops under
the Karnataka Raitha
Suraksha — Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
for the 2025-26 crop sea-
son. Participation in the
scheme is mandatory for
farmers who availed crop
insurance for the notified
Crops in previous seasons.
However, those who wish
to opt out may submit a
written undertaking to
their respective bank
managers at least seven
days before the registra-
tion deadline. For further
details, farmers can con-
tact the nearest Farmer
Contact Centre or the Ta-
luk Agriculture Office.

‘K’taka History Academy Inspires Young Researchers

The youth must be encouraged to take up historical research to broaden their knowledge: Dr Lakshman Telgavi

GADAG

The Karnataka History Acad-
emy has served as a guiding
light for aspiring historians
for nearly four decades
through its conferences, heri-
tage preservation initiatives,
and scholarly publications,
said senior researcher Dr
Lakshman Telgavi. He was
speaking at the valedictory
session of the National Annu-
al Conference of the History
Academy, held at Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj University,
in collaboration with the Lak-
kundi Heritage Area Develop-
ment Authority and the Rural
Development University.

Dr Telgavi said the Acade-
my, founded by renowned
historian Dr Suryanath Ka-
math, continues to thrive un-
der the leadership of Dr De-
varakonda Reddy. It serves as
an inclusive platform for his-
torical researchers, promoting

objective scholarship beyond
ideological influences. He
urged young researchers to
shoulder the responsibility of
preserving and expanding
Karnataka’s historical knowl-
edge.

Dr Sharanu Gogeri, Com-

missioner of the Lakkundi
Heritage Area Development
Authority, highlighted the res-
toration of 13 temples under
Tourism Minister H.K. Patil’s
leadership. He said Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah had
launched the Lakkundi exca-

Dr Paramashivamurthy, Vice-Chancellor of Hampi
Kannada University, praised the Academy’s efforts in
researching newly discovered inscriptions, studying
temples, idols, and sculptures, and preserving invalu-
able antiguities. He emphasized that more individuals
should join the Academy to help safeguard and devel-
op India’s rich historical and cultural legacy.

vation project, which has al-
ready begun exploring and
preserving regional antiqui-
ties. Plans are underway to
build a four-acre open-air mu-
seum to display these discov-
eries. Gogeri invited histori-
ans to share suggestions for
the region’s historical and
cultural development.
Academy President Dr
Devarakonda Reddy ex-

pressed gratitude to all con-
tributors for the success of the
event.

The conference was attend-
ed by Dr Abdul Aziz Mulla,
Assistant Director of the Ru-
ral Development University;
Prof. Shakuntala Sindhoora;
Dr K.L. Rajashekar, General
Secretary of the Academys;
and several scholars from
across India.

Give Daughters to Farmers’
Children, Appeals Slddappa Bldarl

BELAGAVI

“A farmer is equal to God.
Daughters should be given to
the children of farmers who
feed the nation. Both the gov-
ernment and the public must
take special care to support
them,” said progressive farm-
er Siddappa Bidari.

He was speaking at the inau-
guration of the Agricultural and
Cattle Fair Exhibition held at
the Ishaprabhu Agricultural
Products Market Committee
premises in Bailhongal.

MLA Mahantesh Kaujalagi,
who inaugurated the event,
said that the Krishi Mela
would help farmers achieve
higher yields at lower costs.
Acknowledging the difficul-
ties faced by farmers due to
recent heavy rains, he lauded
the efforts of the organisers
for conducting the fair suc-
cessfully.

Vijayapura Akkamahadevi
University Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Vijaya Korishetty, Pra-
bhunilakanta Swamiji of
Murusaviramath, Poornanan-
da Bharathi Swamiji of Inchal
Math, Prabha Akka of Brah-
makumari University, and
Nidsosi Nijalingeshwara Swa-

Despite reaching 35 to
40 years of age, many
farmers’ sons remain
unmarried, as parents
hesitate to marry their
daughters into farm-
ing families. “We must
raise awareness and
encourage marriages
with farmers’ children
to protect rural life and
agriculture,” Bidari
emphasised.

miji were present.

The programme was presid-
ed over by Agricultural Fair
President Shivaranjan Bolan-
navara and Cattle Fair Presi-
dent Madivalappa Hoti.

Farmer Ends Life after Alleged
Harassment by Finance Firm

BELAGAVI

In a tragic incident, a 78-year-
old farmer from Kadoli village
allegedly died by suicide follow-
ing harassment by staff of a co-
operative finance company. The
deceased has been identified as
Sateri Honnappa Rutakute.
According to the family, Ru-
takute had borrowed Rs 12 lakh
and had already repaid Rs 4
lakh. However, the finance
company officials allegedly de-
manded Rs 16 lakh more,
claiming it as interest on the
principal, and threatened to
auction his house. Though the
court had set October 31 as the
repayment deadline, finance

staff reportedly arrived on Oc-
tober 25, pasted auction notices
on his house, and harassed him
repeatedly.

Villagers said the auction no-
tice had been displayed for the
past few days, adding to the
farmer’s distress. His family
alleged that the humiliation and
pressure from the finance com-
pany drove him to take the ex-
treme step.

The bereaved family mem-
bers, inconsolable over the loss,
have appealed to the district
administration to initiate an in-
quiry into the incident and en-
sure justice and action against
the finance firm responsible for
the harassment.

World Basava Dharma
Discourse from Nov 15

HUBBALLI

The Basava Kendra will
host the World Basava
Dharma Discourse from
November 15 to December
7 at the Basaveshwaranagar
Government Primary
School premises on Gokul
Road, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
daily, announced Dr.
Suresh D. Horakeri, Exec-
utive Director of the
Basava Environment Con-
servation Committee and
Librarian.

Since 2008, the Basava
Kendra has been organiz-
ing monthly discourse pro-
grammes as part of its an-
nual anniversary celebra-
tions. This year’s event of-
fers devotees an opportuni-
ty to listen to the spiritual
teachings of the Most Re-
vered Siddha Basava Dev
of Hunasakhova Math, Sri
Jagaddur Shunyasampad-
ana Peetha, Yamakanamra-
di, Belagavi district, Dr.

Horakeri said. He urged
devotees and followers to
make the best use of this
discourse to gain spiritual
and philosophical enrich-
ment.

The inaugural ceremony
of the Vishwa Basava
Dharma Discourse will be
held on November 15.
MLA Mahesh Tenginakai
will inaugurate the pro-
gramme. Bengaluru Basava
Committee President Ara-
vind Jatti will be the chief
guest. Noted Sharanasahi-
tya scholars and couple
Prosiddanna Langoti and
Dr. Kalyanammal Langoti
will deliver their insights
on Basava philosophy.

Prof. G.B. Hallal, Presi-
dent of Basava Kendra,
will preside over the inau-
gural ceremony. The event
is expected to draw a large
gathering of devotees, schol-
ars, and students interested
in the life and teachings of
Jagajyoti Basaveshwara.

HAVERI

In a shocking case of medical
aud, a man without any med-
ical degree or certification has
been running a piles clinic for
the past five years in Shiggavi
taluk, endangering the lives of
unsuspecting patients.

Among those who attended
were former MLA Dr. Vish-
wanath Patil, Joint Director of
Agriculture H.D. Kolekar,
APMC Secretary S.S. Ara-
likatti, and several officials
and dignitaries from the agri-
culture and animal husbandry
departments.

Cultural events, including a
Bharatanatyam performance by
Aaradhya Yadalli and Kripa
Pattara, and a farmers’ song
rendered by K.G. Gadada, add-
ed colour to the occasion. Prior
to the event, dignitaries per-
formed cow worship and of-
fered prayers to the presiding
deity. Hundreds of students
from Ganachari College partic-

ipated in the programme.

KOPPAL

The Koppal Municipal Cor-
poration Commissioner has
issued a notice directing all
private and government in-
stitutions within its limits to
take immediate steps to con-
trol the presence of stray
dogs on their premises.
Heads of educational in-
stitutions, hospitals, sports

railway stations have been

instructed to identify and

premises and report the de-
tails to the Municipal Cor-

Identified as Vishwas, the
fake doctor has been treating
patients and charging fees
ranging from 34,000 to
5,000 despite lacking recog-
nition from the Health De-
partment. When questioned
by the media about his quali-
fications, Vishwas casually

complexes, bus stands, and

count the number of stray
dogs found within their

Delhi Car Bomb
Blast Exposes
Intel, Security

Lapses: MP

DAVANAGERE

MP Dr Prabha Mallikarjun
has strongly criticised the
Centre over the recent car
bomb blast near the Red Fort
in Delhi, calling it a clear fail-
ure of the intelligence agen-
cies and the national security
system.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Davanagere, Dr Mal-
likarjun said that while the
Prime Minister and Union
Home Minister have termed
the explo-
sion an act of
terrorism,
the incident
exposes seri-
. ous lapses in

5 vigilance at

i one of the
most sensitive and high-secu-
rity zones in the country. “The
Red Fort area houses temples,
mosques, churches, and gurd-
waras belonging to various
faiths. It is a densely populated
region, especially around
Chandni Chowk. A blast at such
a crucial site shows there was a
clear failure in intelligence and
preventive action,” she said.

poration office in writing.

The directive, issued in
accordance with the Su-
preme Court’s suo motu
writ petition, mandates that
institutions take measures to
prevent stray dogs from en-
tering or residing within
their boundaries.

Each organization must
appoint a responsible em-
ployee as a nodal officer to

claimed that his “certificates
were at home,” but failed to
produce any proof.

Locals allege that the man
has continued his illegal prac-
tice due to negligence or collu-
sion by health officials, who
have so far taken no action. The
absence of regulatory oversight

CARE FOR DESTITUTES

Bhagyanagar Town Panchayat
Promotes Cleanliness

KOPPAL

As part of the Swachh Bharat
Mission 2.0, the Bhagyanagar
Town Panchayat organised a
bike rally on Thursday to
raise awareness among the
public about solid waste man-
agement, plastic ban, and en-
vironmental conservation.
Town Panchayat President
Tukaramappa Chandrappa
Gadada, who presided over
the event, said that people
should view cleanliness as a
divine duty. He urged citizens
to keep their homes and sur-
roundings clean and to hand
over waste to Town Pancha-
yat disposal vehicles instead
of littering public places.
Vice President Honnurasa-
ba Mahmudasaba Byrapur
stressed that it is everyone’s
responsibility to keep Bhag-

Koppal Municipal Corporation
Orders Action to Control Stray Dogs

coordinate with the Urban
Local Body (ULB) during
the relocation of stray dogs
and to ensure compliance
with the court’s order.

The notice further warns
that if stray dogs are found
living in institutional prem-
ises, the cost of their reloca-
tion will be recovered from
the respective organization.

The Corporation also cau-
tioned that legal action will
be taken against those vio-
lating the Supreme Court’s
directions, emphasizing that
maintaining a safe and hy-
gienic environment is a
shared civic responsibility.

has raised serious doubts about
the functioning of the Health
Department in Shiggavi taluk.

Residents say that such fake
doctors are becoming increas-
ingly common in the region,
exploiting poor and illiterate
patients who seek affordable
treatment.

yanagar clean and beautiful.
He appealed to residents to
segregate wet and dry waste
and use personal toilets to
prevent open defecation.

Town Panchayat Chief Of-
ficer Suresh Babalada re-
marked that the progress of
any town or village depends
on cleanliness. He said clean-
liness should become an inte-
gral part of daily life, and ev-
ery citizen must cooperate
with the panchayat to main-
tain hygiene and environmen-
tal balance.

On this occasion, the Presi-
dent, Vice President, Chief
Officer, panchayat members,
staff, and the public took part
in the ‘Swachhta Hi Seva—
2025’ pledge, vowing to up-
hold cleanliness and promote
public awareness about sani-
tation and waste management.

‘Priority for
Education of Rural
Poor Students’

VIJAYANAGARA

Rural girls and poor students
should not be deprived of ed-
ucation, said MLA H.R. Gavi-
yappa, stressing the govern-
ment’s commitment to im-
proving learning facilities in
rural areas. Speaking after
laying the foundation stone
for a new high school at the
P.K. Halli Government High-
er Primary School in Hospet
taluk, he said the government
has allocated %12 crore for the
education sector this year.
“This initiative will greatly
benefit rural students who

__| previously had to travel near-

Fake Doctor Runs Piles Clinic without Medical Degree

ly ten kilometres to continue
their studies,” the MLA said.
He added that upgrading gov-
ernment schools will ensure
equal access to higher educa-
tion for children from econom-
ically weaker backgrounds.
Gaviyappa emphasised that
education is the right of every
child, and efforts are being
made to make learning facili-
ties available in every village.

District Hospltal Opens Center for Mentally Ill Destitutes

HAVERI

A Mental Assessment Center
has been established at the
District Hospital to care for
mentally ill individuals found
wandering near bus stands,
railway stations, major roads,
and other public places, as
well as family members suf-
fering from mental illness.
The center was inaugurated
by District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) Chairman N.
Biradar Devindrappa, who is
also the Principal District and
Sessions Judge, during a pro-
gramme held at the District
Hospital auditorium. The

event also featured a ‘Legal
Awareness’ programme Or1-
ganised as part of National
Legal Services Day celebra-
tions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Judge N.M. Ramesh said that

mentally ill patients often do
not seek treatment voluntarily
as they are unaware of their
condition. “Such individuals
are frequently abandoned and
seen at public places like bus
stands and railway stations.

Now, they can be admitted to
the newly established Mental
Assessment Center at the Dis-
trict Hospital for proper care
and treatment,” he stated.
Judge N. Biradar Devin-
drappa highlighted that legal
service initiatives have exist-
ed in India since 1851, and
numerous welfare laws have
been enacted under the Con-
stitution to safeguard citizens’
rights. “Legal Services Au-
thorities are functioning at
national, state, district, and
taluk levels to promote legal
awareness. Free legal assis-
tance is available to women,
children, persons with disabil-

ities, and individuals with an
annual income below 23 lakh.
Lawyers are appointed direct-
ly by the authority, and con-
ciliation support is also pro-
vided,” he explained.

He appreciated the effective
functioning of the DLSA in
most districts across the state.

HIMS Director Dr. M. V.
Pradeep Kumar presided over
the event. Assistant Legal Aid
Defence Advocate N.N. Dil-
leppan delivered a lecture.
Judge H.V. Srishailaja, Dis-
trict Surgeon Dr. P.R. Havan-
ura, and Health Officer (In-
charge) Dr. Jagadish Patil
were also present.
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2 10 Lakh Hectares
Sown in Gadag for
Monsoon Season

Gadag
Gadag district has sown
crops across 2,10,144
hectares for the 2025-
26 monsoon season.
The district has a target
of 2,57925 hectares,
with normal rainfall of
119.6 mm and actual
rainfall of 73.3 mm re-
corded between Octo-
ber and November 10. A
review meeting chaired
by the Deputy Commis-
sioner discussed fertiliz-
er supply and stock sta-
tus. Currently, the dis-
trict has 16,221 metric
tonnes of fertilizers in
stock, including urea,
DAP, MOP, SSP, and
various complexes. Joint
Director of Agriculture
Chetana Patil assured
there will be no fertilizer
shortage this winter.

Urea Being Sold to
Black Marketeers,
Allege Farmers

Belagavi
Farmers in Belagavi
have alleged that cer-
tain shopkeepers, who
often trouble them dur-
ing the fertilizer season,
are now selling urea in
the black market. They
claimed that irregulari-
ties in storage have
come to light, citing the
recent discovery of ferti-
lizer stock kept in the
PKPS godown at Chan-
namma’s Kittur instead
of being stored in au-
thorized outlets or near-
by warehouses. Farmers
say this strengthens
suspicions of illegal di-
version and misuse of
urea meant for agricul-
tural purposes. Authori-
ties are yet to respond
to the allegations.

Drinking Water
Problem: L&T Officials
Taken to Task

Hubballi
Members of the Hubba-
lli-Dharwad Municipal
Corporation (HDMC)
expressed strong dis-
satisfaction over the
poor handling of the on-
going water crisis in the
twin cities. Corporator
M.M. Bhadrapur criti-
cized L&T officials for
their failure to ensure
proper water supply
management. Several
corporators alleged that
roads were being dam-
aged under the pretext
of laying new water
pipelines in various
wards. Responding to
the complaints, the
Mayor instructed L& T
officials to find a per-
manent and effective
solution to the persis-
tent water problem
without further delay.

Kannada Stalwart Puttappa’s
‘Grave Forgotten by Government

The govt’s failure to build Patil Puttappa s tomb has left literary figures frustrated

HAVERI

Patil Puttappa, the veteran
Kannada crusader, journalist,
and freedom fighter, played a
defining role in the unifica-
tion of Karnataka and the pro-
motion of Kannada identity.
Fondly known as “Papu,” he
was revered for his uncom-
promising stand on Kannada
causes and his contributions
to journalism and literature. A
lifelong advocate for linguis-
tic pride, he inspired genera-
tions through his words and
activism.

However, five years after
his death, Puttappa’s resting
place in his ancestral coconut
grove at Halageri has fallen
into neglect. The revered
leader had expressed a wish
that a library be built beside
his tomb, but no progress has

been made The grave, sur-
rounded by overgrown vege-
tation, shows visible signs of
decay. A devoted admirer
from Byadagi had constructed
a small cement-brick mound
around the site to prevent fur-
ther deterioration, but no offi-
cial restoration has taken
place.

The plaque identifying Put-
tappa’s grave is rusty and
barely legible. Locals lament

that no proper access path has
been laid, despite the site’s
significance. Writers and lit-
erary figures have voiced
deep disappointment over the
government’s apathy toward
one of Kannada’s most re-
spected cultural icons.
Puttappa, who passed away
on March 16, 2020, had been
the driving force behind sev-
eral movements, including the
Gokak agitation. His funeral

At the time of the
funeral, government
representatives had
announced that Puttap-
pa’s grave would be de-
veloped into a memorial
site and cultural land-
mark. However, locals
say that even after four
years, no developmental
work has been under-
taken — leaving the
tomb and its surround-
ings in a state of

neglect and disrepair.

drew hundreds, including po-
litical leaders such as then
Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai and Agriculture
Minister B.C. Patil, as well as
seers and scholars who hailed
his service to Kannada.

Residents Demand ‘Dump-at-
Doorstep’ Drive in Twin Cities

HUBBALLI

Inspired by Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Limited’s
viral ‘dump-at-doorstep”’ ini-
tiative targeting litterbugs,
residents of Hubballi-Dhar-
wad are now urging the Hub-
balli-Dharwad Municipal
Corporation (HDMC) to
launch a similar campaign.
Citizens say that despite re-
peated appeals, people contin-
ue to dump garbage from ve-
hicles, worsening hygiene
conditions. They believe such
a campaign would instil civic
discipline and accountability
among offenders.
Shivashankar D. Aiholi,

Secretary of Hubballi-Dhar-
wad Ward Samiti Balaga
Trust, said that a strong deter-
rent is essential to stop illegal
dumping. “Though pourakar-
mikas draw Rangolis at dump-
ing spots and HDMC posts
pictures after cleaning, people
continue to dump garbage at
the same places. Violators will
not change unless penalised,”
he said. Aiholi added that in-
formers who capture photos or
videos of offenders should be
encouraged, but their identities
must remain confidential. The
Trust also plans to submit a
memorandum to the HDMC
commissioner demanding
stricter action.

Suchit Angadi, a civil engi-
neer and president of the
Lingaraj Welfare Association,
echoed the need for firm mea-
sures. “People often dump
garbage from bikes and cars.
The drive is necessary for the
city’s cleanliness, but author-
ities should also ensure it
doesn’t lead to harassment or
legal complications,” he said.

Mayor Jyothi Patil ac-
knowledged the seriousness
of the issue and said HDMC
has decided to hold a 15-day
penalty drive for violators.
“The irony is that some of-
fenders are using political in-
fluence to avoid penalties.
However, our teams—includ-
ing community mobilisers,
health inspectors, and offi-
cials—are already on the
job,” she said.

“If violators still refuse to
change their behaviour, we
will consider introducing the
‘dump-at-doorstep’ campaign
on the lines of Bengaluru,”
the Mayor asserted, adding
that citizen cooperation is cru-
cial to maintaining cleanliness
and restoring civic responsi-
bility in the twin cities.

BCC, Police to Form Joint Action Plan to
Ease Belagavi’s Trafﬁc and Parkmg Woes

BELAGAVI

Members of the Belagavi City
Corporation (BCC) held a de-
tailed discussion on the city’s
worsening traffic congestion
and parking shortage during
the council meeting. The cor-
poration resolved to take co-
ordinated action with the traf-
fic police to address the grow-
ing civic concerns.

Raising the issue, BJP cor-
porator Sandeep Jiragyal said
it was imperative to tackle the
problem immediately as citi-
zens were facing increasing
inconvenience. He noted that
while the city’s population
and number of vehicles had
grown exponentially over the
past two decades, infrastruc-
ture and parking facilities had
not kept pace.

He further pointed out that
several educational institu-
tions lack on-campus parking,

forcing students and staff to
park on roadsides and foot-
paths. Jiragyal also alleged
that many commercial com-
plexes, particularly in the cen-
tral market area, were illegal-
ly using basements for busi-
ness instead of parking. He
urged immediate action to
reclaim these spaces and re-
pair pothole-ridden roads.
Several corporators echoed
his concerns and called for
expanding parking zones
across the city. They also ob-
jected to unscientific speed

" BIRD PROTECTION

breakers and the misuse of
widened roads, such as Ram-
lingkhind Galli, for vehicle
parking.

Responding, ACP Jyotiba
Nikam admitted that the cor-
porators’ complaints were jus-
tified and said police had al-
ready begun corrective mea-
sures. “We have issued notic-
es to several institutions lack-
ing on-campus parking. Col-
leges like SGBIT and Bha-
ratesh have now started al-
lowing students to park within
their premises,” he said.

Couple Ties Up,
Assaults Police
during Inquiry

RAICHUR

A shocking incident occurred
in Mattur Tanda of Lingasu-
gur taluk, where a couple al-
legedly assaulted police offi-
cers conducting an inquiry.
According to police reports,
Mallappa Chavan had filed a
complaint against Ramappa
Jadhav and his wife,
Sakkubai, following a minor
dispute between the two fam-
ilies.

Acting on the complaint,
Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
Venkatappa Nayak and Head
Constable Ramappa from
Mudgal police station visited
the village to investigate.
During questioning, the ac-
cused Ramappa (35) and his
wife Sakkubai (30) reportedly
turned violent—assaulting the
officers, tearing their uni-
forms, damaging their mobile
phones, and tying them to
a pole.

In a further act of aggres-
sion, the couple allegedly tied
up and assaulted the com-
plainant’s son, Raghavendra,
in the presence of the police.
The duo also threatened to
kill the officers if they resist-
ed. Upon receiving informa-
tion, PSI Venkatesh Madageri
rushed to the spot but was
also attacked by the accused.
Both the ASI and PSI sus-
tained injuries and were ad-
mitted to Lingasugur Govern-
ment Hospital for treatment.

Corporatlon Mulls
Cancelling Multi-Level
Parking Contract

HUBBALLI

The multi-level car parking
facility under the Smart City
project, located opposite Sai
Mandir near Old Court Circle,
remains incomplete even after
seven years, prompting the
Hubballi-Dharwad Municipal
Corporation to consider ter-
minating the contract. Despite
repeated extensions and warn-
ings, the project has failed to
progress beyond the ground
level, leading to severe incon-
venience for motorists
and loss of revenue for the
corporation.

Planned to ease traffic con-
gestion in the twin cities, the
project aimed to create a
modern, well-equipped park-
ing hub. However, the delay
has defeated its purpose. The
Hubballi-Dharwad Smart City
Limited (HDSCL) had initiat-
ed the Rs 50-crore multi-sto-
rey parking complex under a
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model, with Rs 10
crore contributed by the
HDMC. Originally scheduled
for completion in 2020, the
project has faced continuous
delays despite several exten-

Hubballi-Dharwad
Municipal Commission-
er and former Smart
City Managing Director
Dr. Rudresh Ghali said
steps are being taken to
cancel the agreement.
“Since this is a PPP.
model project, the con-
tractor owes Rs 47 lakh
per month to the corpo-
ration. A report will be
sent to the government,
and the decision on con-
tract cancellation will be
taken at the government
level,” he stated.

sions, partly attributed to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Suresh Enterprises Pvt.
Ltd., the contractor entrusted
with construction, has shown
poor progress despite being
fined multiple times. Smart
City officials have already
levied a penalty of Rs 2.71
crore for the delay and issued
several notices. Officials said
discussions are ongoing at the
board level regarding the
possible cancellation of the
contract.

Preparations in Full Swing for
Winter Session in Belagavi

BELAGAVI

A preparatory meeting was
held at the Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha (SVS) ahead of the
winter session of the Karnata-
ka Legislature scheduled for
December. Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Mohammad Ro-
shan chaired the meeting and
emphasised the need for me-
ticulous planning, directing
all sub-committees to perform
their duties efficiently to en-
sure a smooth and error-free
session.

The DC instructed that en-
try passes for officers and
staff attending the session be
issued in coordination with
the police department for se-
curity purposes. Separate din-
ing arrangements for officers,

staff, and marshals will be
made on the ground floor of
the SVS, while a paid canteen
will be set up outside the
premises for visitors.

Regarding management of
protests, the DC said desig-
nated areas should be identi-
fied promptly, equipped with
drinking water and first-aid
facilities. Ambulances and
medical teams will be sta-
tioned at protest sites. Accom-
modation for legislators and
staff must also be arranged
within the SVS premises, he
added.

Roshan further directed of-
ficials to ensure sufficient
transport arrangements for
ministers, legislators, and
staff, with vehicles main-
tained in good condition.

Farmers Launch 5-Day March
Demanding Release of Water

BALLARI

Hundreds of farmers from Koppal, Vijayanagara, Ballari,
and Raichur districts under the Tungabhadra Dam command
area began a five-day foot march demanding the release of
irrigation water for their second crop. The agitation, organ-
ised by the Rajya Raitha Sangh and Hasiru Sene, started
from Karur village in Siruguppa taluk and is led by State
Farmers’ Association president Karur Madhava Reddy.
The march will pass through Kurugod, Emmiganur, Kampli,
Kamalapur, and Hospete before reaching Munirabad in Koppal
taluk. It will conclude at the Tungabhadra Dam site on Sunday
with an indefinite sit-in protest. Farmers are also demanding the
replacement of all the dam’s crest gates by June next year. How-
ever, Koppal district in-charge minister and Irrigation Consul-
tative Committee (ICC) chairman Shivaraj Thangadagi reiterat-
ed that no water would be released for a second crop this season.

NRC, BNHS Document 49 Bird Speczes at Karnatak University

DHARWAD

To mark the 129th birth anni-
versary of the legendary
“birdman” Dr. Salim Ali, the
Nature Research Centre
(NRC) and the Bombay Nat-
ural History Society (BNHS)
jointly organised a
bird-watching event at the
Botanical Garden on the Kar-
natak University campus.
During a short 1.5-km trail,
participants documented as
many as 49 bird species.
Among the birds spotted were
the chestnut-tailed starling,
Indian coppersmith barbet,

golden oriole, yellow-footed
green pigeon, Indian grey
hornbill, Tickell’s flower-
pecker, Tickell’s blue fly-
catcher, white-browed fantail,
cinereous tit, small scarlet
minivet, and pale-billed flow-
erpecker. The teams were led
by noted ornithologists Gan-
gadhar Kallur, R.G. Thim-
mappur, Krishnakumar Bhag-
wat, Anil Kumar Kittur,
Dheeraj Veeranagoudar (zool-
ogist), and Harshavardhan
Sheelavantar.

In a unique initiative, bird-
houses crafted by undertrial
prisoners at the Dharwad

Central Prlson s carpentry
workshop were distributed by
R.G. Thimmappur, who ap-
pealed to citizens to install
them in their courtyards to

o vy

provide shelter for sparrows
and other small birds.
“Citizen science plays a
crucial role in the conserva-
tion of the environment and

wildlife,” said NRC executive
pre51dent Panchakshari
Hiremath. He added that un-
der expert guidance, local
bird data has been document-
ed and uploaded to the eBird
app over the last seven years,
aiding in habitat protection
and tracking migratory bird
patterns.

Students and researchers
from Karnatak University’s
Department of Zoology, doc-
tors from SDM College of
Naturopathy and Yogic Sci-
ences, and members of the
Rotary Club also took part in
the event.

Bird Watching Week

Data collected from the event
was uploaded to the eBird
app, developed by the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, and
shared with BNHS.

As part of Dr. Salim Ali’s
129th birth anniversary cele-
brations, Bird Watching Week
was observed from November
6 to 12. At K.E. Board’s
High School, Malmaddi,
wildlife photographer Anil
Kumar Kittur presented a
slideshow, followed by a
live bird demonstration
by ornithologist Gangadhar
Kallur.

SWR Begins Digital
Life Certificate
Campaign

HUBBALLI

To simplify the process of
submitting life certificates,
South Western Railway
(SWR) has launched Digital
Life Certificate Campaign
4.0, enabling pensioners to
complete the process online
from their homes without vis-
iting banks or offices.

SWR stated that the us-
er-friendly digital system is
especially beneficial for se-
nior citizens, saving time and
effort while ensuring conve-
nience and accuracy in pen-
sion-related services. Pen-
sioners can download the
AadhaarFace RD (Early Ac-
cess) app (version 0.7.43) and
the Jeevan Pramaan app (ver-
sion 3.6.3) from the Google
Play Store. Using these,
they can seamlessly submit
their digital life certificates
online.

To further assist pensioners,
SWR has set up help desks at
its headquarters, banks, and
divisional and workshop of-
fices. Staff at these centres
will guide pensioners through
the submission process.

“All pensioners are encour-
aged to use this secure and
time-saving system to ensure
the timely continuation of
their pension benefits,” said
Dr. Manjunath Kanamadi,
Chief Public Relations
Officer, SWR.
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‘Steps being taken to
make C’ballapur
tobacco-free dist’

Chikkaballapur
In a major step toward
promoting public health
and youth well-being, the
Chikkaballapur district ad-
ministration has taken the
initiative to transform the
district into a tobacco-free
zone. District Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer Dr.
Y. Naveen Bhatt called
upon citizens from all
walks of life to join hands
in this mission during the
launch of the Nasha Mukt
Bharat and Tobacco-Free
Youth Campaign 3.0
awareness rally held on
Thursday. The event was
jointly organized by the
District Administration, Zil-
la Panchayat, District Le-
gal Services Authority, De-
partment of Women and
Child Development, De-
partment for Empower-
ment of Differently Abled
and Senior Citizens, De-
partment of Health and
Family Welfare.

Grievance meet on
power supply issues
onNov15

Chikkaballapur
The Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company (BES-
COM) has announced that
a customer interaction
and grievance redressal
meeting will be held
across all sub-division of-
fices under the Chikka-
ballapur division on Satur-
day, November 15, 2025,
at 3:00 p.m. The meeting
aims to address public
complaints and concerns
related to electricity sup-
ply and service issues. Ac-
cording to a press release
issued by Executive Engi-
neer (Electrical) P.G.
Ramesh Kumar, the meet-
ing will be chaired by the
Executive Engineer (V)
and Assistant Executive
Engineer (V) at their re-
spective sub-division of-
fices. Consumers falling
under the jurisdiction of
each sub-division have
been invited to participate

' Sports Dept offers incentives,
award schemes for athletes

In addition to these incentive programs, the department has
also invited nominations for prestigious state-level awards

CHITRADURGA

The Department of Youth Em-
powerment and Sports has an-
nounced that applications are
now open for various
sports-related incentive and
award schemes aimed at rec-
ognizing and supporting ath-
letes who have excelled at
different levels of competition.

According to the depart-
ment, athletes from Karnataka
who have participated or won
medals at national or interna-
tional levels during 2023 and
2024 are eligible to apply for
the Cash Award Incentive
Scheme. Similarly, under the
Educational Fee Reimburse-

ment Scheme, sportspersons
pursuing PUC, degree, post-
graduate, or professional
courses who have represented
the state or won medals in na-

tional or international events
can seek reimbursement of
academic fees.

For school-level athletes, the
Sports Scholarship Scheme for
2024-25 offers scholarships to
students from Class 6 to Class
10 who have secured first place
in state-level tournaments or
have represented the state and
won medals in official nation-
al-level competitions.

In addition to these incen-
tive programs, the department
has also invited nominations
for prestigious state-level
awards. These include the
Ekalavya Award for athletes
who have demonstrated excep-
tional performance, the Life-

time Achievement Award for
veteran coaches who have
contributed significantly to
sports development, the Kar-
nataka Kreeda Ratna Award
for achievers in rural and tra-
ditional sports, and the Karna-
taka Kreeda Poshaka Award
for institutions promoting
sports in the state.

Eligible sportspersons can
submit their applications on-
line through the official Seva
Sindhu portal at https://
sevasindhu.karnataka.gov.in
before December 3, as per the
notification issued by the As-
sistant Director of the Depart-
ment of Youth Empowerment
and Sports.

The case was pending since 2019 and was settled through hybrid
mode involving both in-person and video conference proceedings

Lok Adalat helps solve 92-yr-
old woman’s property case

RAMANAGARA

In a remarkable instance of
justice and compassion, a
92-year-old woman’s
long-pending civil case
was amicably resolved
through the Lok Adalat in
Ramanagara, marking a
rare and heartwarming
conclusion. The case,
which had been pending
since 2019, was settled on
Thursday through hybrid
mode, involving both
in-person and video con-
ference proceedings.
Demonstrating exception-
al commitment, the presid-
ing judge personally visited
the elderly woman to facili-
tate the proceedings, ensur-
ing that her age and physical
limitations did not become
an obstacle to justice. An-
other party involved in the
case joined through video

where conciliation is priori-
tized over litigation. Cases
are settled through mutual
agreement between the dis-
puting parties under the
guidance of judges and legal
experts. Once a settlement is
reached and a decree is is-
sued, the decision becomes
final and cannot be appealed
further.

The system has proven
effective in reducing the
burden on regular courts

mar. Girija had challenged the

sale of ancestral property al-
legedly executed without her
consent in 2006. Under the
guidance of Senior Civil
Judge Nivedita T.M. and
DLSA Member Secretary
Savitha P.R., both parties
were persuaded to reach an
amicable settlement. Girija
agreed to accept monetary
compensation in lieu of her
share, while one of her broth-
ers, residing in London, pro-

Parent-Teacher
Meet to boost
overall devpt of
students

CHITRADURGA

In a significant initiative aimed
at enhancing the educational
development of students, the
Chitradurga Zilla Panchayat
will organize a Parent-Teacher
General Meeting (Mahasabha)
across all government primary,
secondary, and pre-university
colleges in the district on No-
vember 14. The event seeks to
foster a healthy exchange of
ideas between parents, teach-
ers, and students for the holistic
growth of children.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer Dr. S. Akash has
appealed to all parents to par-
ticipate actively in the Ma-
hasabha and contribute to the
success of the program. He em-
phasized that discussions during
the meeting will focus on reduc-
ing absenteeism, preventing
school dropouts, improving ac-
ademic results, and encouraging
the overall progress of each
child. The CEO noted that par-
ents play a crucial role in their
children’s educational journey

Punish those behind
terror activities
without delay: MLA

TUMAKURU

Legislator SR Srinivas has
called for swift and strict ac-
tion against individuals in-
volved in terrorist activities,
emphasizing that such ele-
ments pose a grave threat to
national security and public
peace. Speaking to reporters in
Tumakuru, the MLA said that
terrorism, in any form, should
be met with zero tolerance and
that those found -
guilty must be pun-
ished without delay.
People who support
or participate in an-
ti-national and ex-
tremist activities
must be identified at
the earliest and brought to jus-
tice, Srinivas stated.

He added that maintaining
law and order is a collective
responsibility and urged the
police and intelligence agen-
cies to remain vigilant and
proactive in preventing ex-
tremist activities. The legisla-
tor also highlighted the impor-
tance of community awareness

‘Maintaining law and
order is a collective
responsibility and the
police and intelligence
agencies must remain
vigilant and proactive’
I
and cooperation with law en-
forcement to curb the spread
of radical ideologies.
Srinivas further remarked

that terrorism not only disrupts

peace but also hin-
ders the nation’s
progress. He urged
the government to
strengthen counter-
terrorism mecha-
nisms, enhance intel-
ligence coordination,
and ensure that those involved
in such acts face the harshest
legal consequences.

The MLA’s statement comes
in the backdrop of increasing
concerns about extremist ac-
tivities in certain regions. His
appeal reinforces the message
that decisive action is essential
to safeguard public safety and
uphold national integrity.

Tumakuru students want
KSRTC ply bus on time

TUMAKURU

A group of college students
from Tumakuru visited the res-
idence of the Karnataka State
Road Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) Chairman, requesting
that buses be operated on time
to help them reach their col-
leges without delay.

The students expressed their
difficulties in attending morn-
ing classes due to irregular bus
schedules and frequent delays.

According to the students,
several KSRTC buses operat-
ing between rural areas and
Tumakuru city often run late,
causing them to miss important
lectures and internal examina-
tions. They said that despite
repeated complaints at local
depots, the issue persists, forc-
ing many to depend on private

public transport. They also re-
quested that additional buses be
deployed on routes with high
student traffic. The KSRTC
Chairman reportedly assured
the students that their concerns
would be addressed immediate-
ly. He directed the concerned
officials to assess the affected
routes and make necessary ad-
justments to improve service
punctuality. The move by the
students has drawn public at-
tention to the broader issue of

in the session and voice conference, allowing the while saving time and ex-  vided his consent via video and that their cooperation is vi- | vehicles or reach college late  irregular public transport ser-
their grievances regarding Lok Adalat to finalize the  penses for the litigants. conference. tal for ensuring regular atten- | every day. The students urged  vices in educational zones.
electricity supply. compromise and bring the The case in question—O.S. Thus, after six years of dance and promoting quality | KSRTC officials to review the =~ Many parents and teachers
— case to an end. 14/2019—involved a proper- litigation, the elderly wom- education. The meeting will | current schedule and ensure  have supported the students’
o Lok Adalats, often re- ty dispute filed by P. Girija  an’s case found a peaceful also address ways to create a | that buses are dispatched on  appeal, emphasizing that reli-
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sava competitions in every district to identify
and encourage young artistic talent. Winners
at the district level will have the opportunity
to compete at the divisional level, providing
them with wider recognition and exposure.

purposes, vide affidavit dated
23-10-2025 sworn before

Advocate & Notary Dharani.
P., Bengaluru, Karnataka.

CHAMARAJANAGARINSTITUTE
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

(An Autonomous Institute of Govt of Karnataka)
Sy. No: 124, Yadapura Village, Kasaba Hobli,
Chamarajanagar-571313.

E-Mail: directorcimscnrnagara@gmail.com Tel: 08226-226701
Website: https://cimscnrnagara.karnataka.gov.in

City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru
Office : 08262-234032 Fax: 08622-32272 Commissioner : 08262-232272 Helpline: 08262-232222
E-Mail ID: comm_ckg@yahoo.co.in Website : www.chickmagalurcity.gov.in
No.: CMC/H.D./H.D./ABC/R/01/2025-26 Date: 10.11.2025
Tender is invited from eligible firms for implementing the works detailed below. Those
interested can submit the Tender subject to conditions.
SI.No.1. Details : DMA/2025-26/SE5776/CALL-4 E.M.D.(in Rs.): 87,500.00
Cost of Tender Form — As per e-procurement. Time Period: 03 Months
1. Last date for submission of Tender in e-procurement portal: 27.11.2025 up to 17.00 Hrs.
2. Date of opening Bid: 29.11.2025 at 17.30 Hrs.
Further details can be obtained during working hours of this office and from https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in Due to any reason, if there are any changes, they will be published
only in e-procurement and will not be published in newspapers.
Sd/- (Smt. B. Sheela Dinesh) President Sd/- (Smt Lalitha Ravinaik) Vice President
City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru. City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru.
Sd/- (SriB.C. Basavaraju, K.M.A.S.)
Municipal Commissioner, City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru
DIPR/ckm/No.103/ksmca/25-26/1223

Ex-MLA accuses DC of corruption;
announces Jail Bharo’ stir

RAMANAGARA

No. CIMS/Tender/Ho.Gu./172/2024-25 Dated: 03.11.2025

SHORT TERM RE-TENDER

The Short Term Re-Tender has been invited as per
Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999
Rule 2000 for providing various Group ‘D’ & Lab. Attendants
Manpower on Out-source basis to the Teaching Hospitals of
Chamarajanagar Institute of Medical Sciences, Chamarajanagar
for the period of two years. The interested tenderers may ap-
ply tender through e-portal http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on
or before 28.11.2025 at 5.00 PM by paying E.M.D.

If the last date for submission of tender is declared as a Hol-
iday, the next working day shall be treated as the last date.
No separate Notification in this regard will be issued.

Sd/-
Dean and Director,
Chamarajanagar Institute of Medical Sciences,
hamarajanagar.

to the Governor, the Chief Secretary
of the State Government, and the Lo-
kayukta seeking an inquiry into the
alleged irregularities.

Manjunath alleged that under the
Bidadi Smart City project, the Deputy
Commissioner had acquired 300 to
400 acres of land using intermediaries
and agents. We have documentary ev-
idence of these illegal transactions,
and even the agents are openly dis-
cussing their involvement, he
claimed. The former MLA accused
the officer of acting in an autocratic
manner and not discharging his duties
in a transparent or accountable way.

Former MLA A Manjunath has lev-
elled serious allegations against Ben-
galuru South District Deputy Com-
missioner Yashwanth, accusing him
of corruption, misuse of authority,
and illegal acquisition of land in Bi-
dadi under benami names.

Speaking at a press conference held
in Byramangala, Bidadi taluk, on
Thursday, Manjunath announced that
a Jail Bharo protest will soon be orga-
nized against the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s actions. He also stated that
formal complaints will be submitted

No: DIPR: CHANAGAR:491:2025-26
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Firecracker
factory blast kills
2inUP

Barabanki
Two people were killed
and three others in-
jured after an explosion
rocked a licensed fire-
cracker factory in Sarai
Barai village in Tikait-
nagar of Uttar Pradesh
on Thursday. Police
suspect that some-
thing inside the unit
triggered the blast,
which caused a major
fire and sent thick
smoke billowing into
the sky. The incident
created panic among
villagers, while police
and firefighters rushed
to the spot to control
the situation and res-
cue the injured.

Army-IAF hold
jointdrill on
Himalayan belt

Itanagar
The Indian Army and
Air Force are carrying
out a major joint com-
bat exercise in Aruna-
chal Pradesh’s high-al-
titude Himalayan re-
gion to test operational
readiness and coordi-
nation, officials said on
Thursday. The drill,
which began on No-
vember 10, includes the
use of helicopters,
UAVs, space-based
systems, and special
forces for surveillance
and target simulation.
Lt Gen Abhijit S Pend-
harkar, GoC of 3 Corps,
reviewed the exercise
and praised the strong
teamwork and prepar-
edness displayed.

K’taka policies deepen
cane growers’ crises: Joshi

The state cannot ignore central reforms and then blame the
Centre for its own shortcomlngs says the Union Minister

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies Pralhad Joshi
has strongly criticised the
Karnataka government for
failing to address the hard-
ships of sugarcane farmers.

In an open letter to Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, he
said the state cannot ignore
central reforms and then
blame the Centre for its own
shortcomings.

Joshi stated that while the
central government has main-
tained fair pricing and pro-
moted market stability, the
state is responsible for pay-
ments, irrigation, and subsidy
management. He said farm-
ers’ troubles mainly stem

from lapses in state policies.

He noted that Karnataka
still operates under a 2017-18
Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA), unlike Maharashtra,
which adopted a new one in
April 2025. Without a new
PPA, sugar mills lose steady
income and face difficulties
getting bank loans.

Joshi also highlighted that
the state raised electricity
charges twice — by 70 paise

per unit in 2023 and another
36 paise in 2025. These hikes,
along with increased diesel
VAT, have badly hit the earn-
ings of both farmers and sug-
ar mills.

Skyrocketing water charges

Water charges for mills
have reportedly jumped from
%5 lakh to X1 crore per year.
Transport costs have risen to
3750-k800 per ton, further
burdening producers.

The minister reminded that
the Centre’s Fair and Remu-
nerative Price (FRP) sets only
a minimum limit, and states
can announce higher
State-Advised Prices (SAP).
He urged Karnataka to take
responsibility and act swiftly
to protect farmers’ interests.

Sabarimala gold scam: SIT to
orill ex-TDB secretary soon

PATHANAMTHITTA

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) investigating the
loss of gold from Sabarimala
temple will soon interrogate
former Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) secretary
S. Jayashree, officials said on
Thursday. Her anticipatory
bail plea was rejected by the
Pathanamthitta District and
Principal Sessions Court ear-
lier in the day.

Jayashree, the fourth ac-
cused in the case involving
missing gold from the Dwara-
palaka (guardian deity) idol
plates, had earlier ignored a
summons to appear before in-
vestigators. Instead, she had
approached the Kerala High
Court for anticipatory bail,
which later directed her to the
lower court.

During the hearing,
Jayashree told the court she

feared arrest and cited health
issues, denying any role in the
alleged gold theft. However,
the SIT maintained that as
TDB secretary in 2019, she
signed an order allowing the
Dwarapalaka plates to be
handed to the prime accused,
Unnikrishnan Potty.
Investigators allege that the
plates were wrongly de-
scribed as copper instead of
gold-clad, enabling Potty to
misappropriate the gold. The
court, citing the seriousness
of the offence, rejected her

plea for protection from ar-
rest.

So far, five people, includ-
ing three TDB officials and a
former president, have been
arrested in the case. The SIT,
acting on Kerala High Court
directions, is probing two cas-
es — one involving the
Dwarapalaka idol plates and
another linked to the Sreeko-
vil (sanctum sanctorum) door-
frame. The team will soon
seek custody of former TDB
president N. Vasu, arrested
earlier this week.

Punjab cops bust ISI-backed grenade attack module

CHANDIGARH

In a major success, the Ludhi-
ana Commissionerate Police
have dismantled a Paki-
stan-based ISI-backed gre-
nade attack module and ar-
rested 10 individuals involved
in the conspiracy, Punjab Di-
rector General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav an-
nounced on Thursday.

The accused were identified
as Kuldeep Singh, Shekhar
Singh and Ajay Singh from
Muktsar Sahib. Others, in-
cluding Amrik Singh, Par-

minder, Vijay, Sukhjit Singh,
Sukhwinder Singh, Karanveer
Singh and Sajan Kumar, were
brought on production war-
rants from various jails for
their role as couriers and fa-
cilitators.

Police recovered one 86P

Chinese hand grenade, a
black kit and a pair of gloves
from the accused. Preliminary
investigations revealed that
the module operated under the
guidance of Pakistan-based
handlers, who coordinated
with three Malaysia-based op-
eratives to deliver the gre-
nade. Their task was to carry
out an attack in a crowded
area to spread fear and unrest
in Punjab.

Ludhiana Police Commis-
sioner Swapan Sharma said
that an FIR was filed after in-
telligence inputs pointed to

the suspects. Special teams
were formed to act swiftly.
Investigations identified the
key foreign masterminds as
Malaysia-based operatives
Ajay “Malaysia”, Jass Behbal
and Pawandeep, who were in
constant contact with local
agents.

Vijay, brother of Ajay “Ma-
laysia” and an inmate at Gan-
ganagar Jail in Rajasthan, was
also linked to the case. The
probe further exposed the lo-
cal network responsible for
handling and transporting the
grenade across Punjab.

Nationwide crackdown ensures
smooth fertilizer supply

NEW DELHI

The Department of Fertilizers
(DoF), in coordination with
the Department of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare
(DA&FW), has carried out an
extensive nationwide opera-
tion to secure fertilizer avail-
ability and protect farmers’
interests during the 2025-26
Kharif and Rabi seasons. The
initiative involved multiple
joint meetings between cen-
tral and state officials to
strengthen the fertilizer sup-
ply chain.

District authorities, sup-
ported by state governments,
conducted a record 3,17,054
inspections and raids to tackle
black marketing, hoarding,
and diversion. These actions
led to 5,119 show-cause no-
tices, 3,645 license cancella-
tions or suspensions, and 418
FIRs. For hoarding, 667 no-
tices and 202 license cancel-
lations were issued, while di-
version cases saw 2,991 no-
tices and 451 cancellations.

Major states including Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Haryana, Pun-
jab, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and
Gujarat led with strong en-
forcement. Uttar Pradesh
alone carried out 28,273 in-

Centre and states jointly
launched a massive
enforcement drive during
Kharif and Rabi 2025-26
to curb black marketing,
hoarding, and diversion,
protecting farmers and
maintaining fertilizer
availability.

spections, issuing nearly
2,000 notices and registering
157 FIRs. Maharashtra fol-
lowed with over 42,000 in-
spections and 1,000 license
cancellations, while Rajasthan
and Bihar also undertook ma-
jor actions to ensure fair sup-
ply and price stability.

To maintain quality, 3,544
notices were issued for sus-
pected sub-standard fertiliz-
ers, resulting in 1,316 license
suspensions and 60 FIRs.
Continuous testing and digital
monitoring ensured that only
quality fertilizers reached
farmers.

MEASURES TAKEN

®m The Department of
Fertilizers coordinated
major crackdown on
black marketing, hoard-
ing, and diversion to
safeguard smooth fertil-
izer supply during Kharif
and ongoing Rabi season
2025-26.

m Intensive inspections and
legal actions by states en-
sure fair distribution and
prevent malpractices.

m Coordinated quality
enforcement removes
sub-standard fertilizers
and upholds farmer trust.

m Digital monitoring and
real-time coordination
reinforce availability,
transparency, and ac-
countability across India.

Commending the coordinat-
ed effort, the DoF lauded state
and district teams for protect-
ing farmers and maintaining
transparency, urging stake-
holders to report any irregu-
larities to sustain fair fertilizer
distribution nationwide.

Declare Saranda forest as
a wildlife sanctuary: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day ordered the Jharkhand
government to officially noti-
fy 31,468.25 hectares of the
Saranda forest as a wildlife
sanctuary, stressing that the
state cannot “run away from
its duty.” The directive came
after the state repeatedly
changed its stand before the
apex court.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai,
along with Justice K. Vinod
Chandran, delivered the order,
noting that the state had earli-
er agreed the entire
31,468.25-hectare area, first
declared a game sanctuary in
1968, contained no active
mining and needed legal
protection.

Rejecting Jharkhand’s at-
tempt to reduce the sanctuary
area to 24,941.64 hectares,
the court stated there was no
valid reason for such a move.
The judges pointed out that
several affidavits filed by the
state confirmed the absence of
operational mines or diver-
sion of forest land in the en-
tire zone.

The court criticized the
state’s delay and inconsistent

¢ actions, calling its conduct

“totally unfair.” The Chief
Secretary had been sum-
moned earlier for failing to
comply with previous court
directions, which the Bench
described as contemptuous.
The judgment cited a report
from the Wildlife Institute of
India, which described the re-
gion as “of immense ecologi-
cal and biodiversity signifi-
cance.” It also referred to the
Justice M.B. Shah Commis-
sion’s findings on the envi-
ronmental damage caused by
illegal mining in the area,
which forms part of the Sing-
hbhum Elephant Reserve.
Reaffirming the state’s con-
stitutional duty under Articles
48A and 51A(g), the court
said Jharkhand must declare
the entire 31,468.25-hectare
region as the Saranda Wildlife
Sanctuary. Existing communi-
ty rights, the court clarified,
could continue under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act.

Nitish Kumar reviews JD(U)
warroom preparations

PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday made a
surprise visit to the Janata Dal
(United) headquarters in Pat-
na to inspect the party’s war
room, set up to track counting
trends ahead of the Bihar As-
sembly election results on
Friday. Arriving unan-
nounced, Nitish Kumar re-
viewed the final arrangements
with senior party leaders and
data monitoring teams. He
spent about 10 minutes in the
war room, examining the co-
ordination process and issuing
last-minute directions to en-
sure smooth monitoring of the
vote-counting process. After
the inspection, the Chief Min-
ister returned to his official
residence.

The JD(U) war room has
been designed to provide

“Election 2025

booth-wise updates and re-
al-time counting data from
across Bihar. Nitish Kumar’s
visit is seen as a sign of con-
fidence within the NDA
camp, buoyed by exit poll
predictions suggesting a com-
fortable majority for the alli-
ance.

Earlier, on Wednesday, the
Chief Minister offered prayers
at Patna’s Mahavir Temple
and also visited a High Court,
Mazar, and Gurudwara, in
what political analysts de-
scribed as a message of unity
and gratitude ahead of the re-
sults.

As Bihar awaits the verdict,
both the NDA and the Grand
Alliance have gone into fi-
nal-stage strategy mode. Nit-
ish Kumar is said to be close-
ly monitoring developments
from Patna as political tem-
peratures rise across the state.

Trinamool plans balanced candidate mix for 2026

KOLKATA

West Bengal’s ruling Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) has
started preparing a list of
potential candidates for the
2026 Assembly elections,
aiming to balance young
and senior leaders.

Party insiders say this ap-
proach could put an end to
the “old versus young” de-
bate that had earlier caused

internal tensions.

TMC General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee is re-
portedly leading the pro-
cess. The candidate list is
likely to feature several
young faces, with the aver-
age age capped around 65
years. However, Chief Min-
ister and party Chairperson
Mamata Banerjee remains
the key decision-maker.
Known as the party’s unify-

NEW DELHI

India has become a key player
in global health research over
the past decade, driven by in-
novations like Rotavac, the
COVID-19 vaccines, and ini-
tiatives such as MedTech Mi-
tra, said Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare
Anupriya Singh Patel on
Thursday.

Speaking at the 2nd
DHR-ICMR Health Research
Excellence Summit 2025, Pa-
tel said that India’s health re-
search network has grown
stronger under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership.
She praised the country’s
progress in developing and

ing force, her approval will
be final on every candi-
date’s name.

The internal rift between
senior and young members
had grown before the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, with
protests against veteran
MPs like Sudip Bandyopa-
dhyay and Sougata Ray.
Yet, Mamata stood by her
choices, and all senior lead-
ers were re-elected, silenc-

India a key player in global health research: Min

I viedical Technologies to Indus! stry
Partners

delivering large-scale medical
solutions, making India more
self-reliant in MedTech and
biomedical innovation.
“India is no longer just in-

novating; it is providing solu-
tions that reach people across
all levels of society,” she stat-
ed. Patel added that the gov-
ernment is committed to mak-

ing much of the dissent.

Sources say Abhishek has
softened his earlier stance
on age limits, appreciating
the commitment of older
leaders such as 81-year-old
Sovandeb Chattopadhyay
and 76-year-old Ashok Ku-
mar Deb, who continue to
serve actively.

The new selection strategy
aims to blend youthful energy
with experienced leadership.

Cong restricted
to social media
politics: MP CM

DEWAS

In a sharp criticism of the
Congress party, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav on Thursday said that
Congress leaders have restrict-
ed themselves to social media,
which is why they have failed
to win any elections in the
state for the last 20 years.

Addressing a large gathering
of farmers in Dewas, Yadav
accused the Congress of op-
posing government efforts
aimed at public welfare. He
said the party questions the
BJP government’s celebrations
of religious festivals and criti-
cises schemes like Ladli Beh-
na Yojana that provide direct
financial support to women
and farmers. “I don’t under-
stand why Congress leaders
feel upset when money is
transferred directly into the
bank accounts of beneficia-
ries,” Yadav remarked. He
added that the opposition has
lost connection with the peo-
ple and that this disconnection
has kept them away from pow-
er for two decades. “If Con-
gress continues on this path,
they will remain in opposition
for the next 50 years,” he said,
without naming any specific
leader. During the event, Ya-
dav transferred 3233 crore into
the accounts of 1.33 lakh soy-
bean farmers under the Bha-
vantar scheme. He described
the initiative as a major step to
ensure fair prices for farmers’
produce and praised their con-
tribution to building Madhya
Pradesh’s identity as the “soy-
bean state.”
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ing science and research ac-
cessible to everyone, ensuring
affordable and equitable
healthcare for all citizens.
She also underlined the im-
portance of evidence-based
policymaking, noting that
clinical guidelines and quality
standards must be available to
every healthcare professional.
Patel said the nation stands at
a “defining moment” in its
healthcare journey and en-
couraged scientists to take the
lead in developing fu-
ture-ready technologies like
Al-based precision medicine
and advanced genomics.
Concluding her speech, Pa-
tel congratulated the research-
ers and award winners at the

summit, saying, “India should
not only contribute to global
science but lead it.”

Dr V.K. Paul, Member
(Health) of NITI Aayog, not-
ed that India’s healthy life
expectancy currently stands at
60 years. He said that under
the Viksit Bharat vision, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) aims to
raise it above 75 years
through advanced technolo-
gies and innovative healthcare
solutions.

Dr Paul also urged the De-
partment of Health Research
(DHR) to focus on key health
challenges like non-commu-
nicable diseases, hyperten-
sion, and trauma care.
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Defence ministry signs32,095 cr
deal for anti-tank mlssues

It aims to boost T-90 tank firepower through the purchase of advanced INVAR
anti-tank missiles
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| Malnutrltlon
cases declinein
Thanedistrict

Thane
Thane district has seen a
steady fall in child mal-
nutrition cases, officials
said on Thursday. Gov-
ernment data shows Se-
vere Acute Malnutrition
(SaM) cases dropped
from 146 in March 2022
to 90 by September
2025. Moderate Acute
Malnutrition (MaM) cas-
es also fell from 1,584 to
1,123 during the same pe-
riod. Officials credited
the regular distribution of
supplementary nutrition
through 3,561 Anganwa-
di centres for this pro-
gress. Collector Dr.
Shrikrishna Panchal said
Anganwadi workers need
further training to sustain
these improvements.

Trader duped of
Rs 2.75 crinfake
mobile export deal

Thane
A Navi Mumbai trader
has alleged a loss of Rs
2.75 crore in a fake mo-
bile phone export deal,
police said on Thursday.
The 49-year-old busi-
nessman told Panvel
Town police that he paid
the amount to four ac-
cused, including three
from Rajasthan, to ex-
port 600 iPhones
through their company.
However, the phones
were neither exported
nor was his money re-
turned. Based on his
complaint, police have
registered a case of
cheating and are investi-
gating the matter.

Mukul Roy
loses assembly
membership

Kolkata
The Calcutta High Court
on Thursday disqualified
senior leader Mukul Roy
from the West Bengal
Assembly under the an-
ti-defection law. Roy,
who won on a BJP ticket
in 2021, had joined the
Trinamool Congress lat-
er that year in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. A di-
vision bench led by Jus-
tice Debangsu Basak
gave the verdict on peti-
tions filed by BJP leaders
Suvendu Adhikari and
Ambika Roy, challenging
the Speaker’s earlier re-
fusal to disqualify Roy.

NEW DELHI

In a major step towards
strengthening India’s ar-
moured defence capability,
the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) on Thursday signed a
contract worth Rs 2,095.70
crore with Bharat Dynamics
Limited (BDL) for the pro-
curement of INVAR An-
ti-Tank Missiles under the
‘Buy (Indian)’ category.

The agreement was signed
at South Block in the pres-
ence of Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh, along
with senior officials of the
MoD and representatives
from BDL, a state-owned de-
fence enterprise.

According to the Ministry,

L SIGNING
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the induction of these missiles
will greatly enhance the fire-
power and strike precision of
the Indian Army’s T-90 tanks,
which form the backbone of
India’s Armoured Regiments.
The INVAR missile is a high-
ly advanced, laser-guided
weapon with exceptional hit
accuracy and lethality.

CONTRACT SH

REMENT CASE

The MoD said the system
will “transform mechanised
warfare and offer a significant
operational edge over adver-
saries.” Designed to be fired
directly from the T-90 tank’s
gun barrel, the missile can ef-
fectively destroy armoured
vehicles fitted with Explosive
Reactive Armour.

Key technical features in-
clude a 125 mm calibre, 5 km
range, semi-automatic con-
trol, and a tandem warhead
that is resistant to jamming. It
can strike both stationary and
moving targets travelling up
to 70 kmph, ensuring high kill
probability in combat.

The signing of this deal
comes amid heightened border
tensions and follows recent
military exercises like Opera-
tion Sindoor. The contract not
only strengthens national de-
fence but also reinforces the
government’s commitment to
self-reliance in defence pro-
duction under the ‘Aatmanir-
bhar Bharat’ initiative by pro-
moting indigenous technology
and public sector expertise.

Argentina, Ireland, US,
Singapore Condemn Delhi Blast

NEW DELHI

Argentina has termed the re-
cent explosion near Delhi’s
Red Fort as a “terrorist at-
tack”, extending strong sup-
port to India.

Argentina’s Ambassador to
India, Mariano Caucino, said
his country stands firmly with
India and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in this difficult
time. Condemning terrorism
as “unacceptable,” he said Ar-
gentina joins all peace-loving
nations in rejecting violence
in every form.

Caucino recalled Argenti-
na’s past tragedies — the
1992 Israeli Embassy blast
and the 1994 AMIA Jewish
Centre attack — that killed
100 people. “We have not for-
gotten those losses,” he said,

stressing that President Javier
Milei firmly rejects terror as a
political weapon.

Echoing this, Ireland’s Am-
bassador Kevin Kelly ex-
pressed condolences and said
terrorism “has no place in so-
ciety.” He wished speedy re-
covery to the injured and as-
sured Ireland’s solidarity with
the victims’ families.

Singapore’s Foreign Minis-
ter Vivian Balakrishnan also
condemned the car explosion

near Red Fort, calling it a
“terror incident.” He ex-
pressed sympathy for the vic-
tims and reaffirmed Singa-
pore’s support for India.

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said the blast was
“clearly a terrorist attack.” He
praised India’s swift investi-
gation and offered American
assistance, though he said In-
dia is fully capable of han-
dling the probe.

Meanwhile, the Union Cab-
inet, led by Prime Minister
Modi, mourned the victims
and directed agencies to com-
plete the investigation urgent-
ly. The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) is leading the
probe into the November 10
car explosion that killed 12
and injured several near Red
Fort.

2 Mathura cops suspended for negligence

MATHURA

Two sub-inspectors from the
Farah police station in Mathu-
ra district have been suspend-
ed for alleged negligence in
handling a rape complaint
involving an eight-year-old
girl.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Shlok Kumar
said both officers—Anirudh
Kumar and Satish Kumar—
failed to register the case un-
der the appropriate sections
and have been suspended im-
mediately. A probe has also
been ordered into the role of
Station House Officer (SHO)
Triloki Singh.

According to the SSP, the
victim’s father had filed a
complaint on November 11,
alleging that a man named
Kanha alias Yogesh from their

village lured his daughter into
his house and raped her on
September 22. He claimed
that despite approaching the
Farah police on October 7, the
officers refused to register a
case under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). Instead, the police
booked the accused only for
possessing an illegal firearm.

The complainant further al-
leged that police officers pres-
sured him to reach a settle-
ment. When he refused, the
accused was arrested under
the firearm charge on October
14 but later released on bail
on October 27. On seeing the
accused return to the village,
the victim’s father discovered
that no rape case had been
filed and again approached

SUSPENDED

senior officials.

Following this, the SSP di-
rected Deputy Superintendent
of Police (Cyber Crime) Gun-
jan Singh to investigate.
Based on the inquiry, a new
FIR was filed on November
10 under sections 5(m)/6 of
the POCSO Act and Section
65(2) of the BNS. The ac-
cused was later arrested in
Vrindavan.

The SSP added that the ac-
cused’s uncle, Om Prakash,
who allegedly threatened the
victim’s father, has also been
arrested. Further legal and de-
partmental action will follow
the inquiry.

ED gets 5-day
custody of Jaypee
ex-CMD Gaur

NEW DELHI

A Special Delhi Court on
Thursday remanded Manoj
Gaur, former Chairman and
Managing Director of Jaypee
Infratech Limited (JIL), to five-
day custody of the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) for de-
tailed questioning in a money
laundering case linked to al-
leged diversion of funds from
homebuyers.

The Patiala House Court ac-
cepted the ED’s request, stating
that custodial interrogation was
necessary to trace the flow of
money collected from thou-
sands of homebuyers who nev-
er received their promised flats.
Gaur, who also served as the
Executive Chairman and CEO
of Jaiprakash Associates Ltd.
(JAL), was arrested earlier in
the day under Section 19 of the
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), 2002.

According to the ED, the
Jaypee Group collected around
Rs 14,599 crore from home-
buyers of projects such as Jay-
pee Wishtown and Jaypee
Greens, but large portions of
the funds were allegedly divert-
ed for non-construction purpos-
es. Investigations revealed that
the money was siphoned off to
group entities including Jaypee
Sewa Sansthan (JSS), Jaypee
Healthcare Ltd. (JHL), and Jay-
pee Sports International Ltd.
(JSIL).

The agency also stated that
Gaur, as the Managing Trustee
of JSS, was responsible for
overseeing one of the entities
that received part of the divert-
ed funds. Multiple FIRs filed
by the Economic Offences
Wings (EOW) of Delhi and Ut-
tar Pradesh led to the current
probe, citing cheating, criminal
conspiracy, and breach of trust
by the company’s promoters.

HDK hes for multll
dlStI‘lCt industrial
parks in K’taka

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Heavy In-
dustries and Steel HD Ku-
maraswamy has submitted a
detailed proposal to Union
Minister for Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal, de-
manding the establishment
of industrial parks across
Karnataka.

The plan aims to create bal-
anced regional growth and
promote large-scale employ-
ment through well-planned
industrial clusters.

The proposal identifies
Mandya, Mysuru, Bidar,
Raichur, Hubli—-Dharwad,
Hassan, Kolar, Mangaluru,
and Chamarajanagar as
high-potential districts for in-
dustrial development. Each
region offers unique resourc-
es, strong logistics links, and
diverse economic opportuni-
ties. Kumaraswamy empha-
sised that developing Industri-
al Parks in these areas would
help attract private investment
and bridge the industrial gap
between northern and south-
ern Karnataka.

The representation also
suggested that the parks be
brought under the National
Industrial Corridor Develop-
ment Programme (NICDP),
which connects major growth
centres across India. Integrat-
ing Karnataka’s key districts
into these corridors would,

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal responds
positively to HDK’s
proposal; Centre assures
large-scale action

officials said, accelerate infra-
structure upgrades and im-
prove connectivity for goods
and exports.

Positive response from
Centre

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal appreciated the propos-
al and assured full support
from the Union Government.
He said the initiative aligns
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision to strengthen
India’s manufacturing base
and enhance global competi-
tiveness.

Employment and balanced
growth

The new parks are expected
to create thousands of jobs,
develop sector-based clusters,
and strengthen regional sup-
ply chains. Hubli-Dharwad
and Mangaluru are likely to
focus on logistics and manu-
facturing, Raichur on
agri-processing, and Mysuru
and Kolar on value-added
industries.

This initiative marks a sig-
nificant stride in Karnataka’s
effort to achieve inclusive,
regionally balanced, and sus-
tainable industrial growth.

India must target sustainable
energy future: Bery

NEW DELHI

India’s vision of Viksit
Bharat (Developed India)
must rest on affordable, sus-
tainable, and resilient energy
systems, said NITI Aayog
Vice Chairman Suman Bery
on Thursday.

Speaking at the CII Ener-
gy Security Conference,
Bery emphasised that In-
dia’s development goals go
beyond economic growth to
creating an inclusive society
driven by energy access and
sustainability.

“Energy security is not
just about supply; it is about
affordability, diversification,
and resilience,” he said,
stressing that the future will
depend on scaling up exist-
ing technologies like solar,
hydrogen, and renewables
rather than relying solely on

new inventions.

Bery called for a rethink-
ing of India’s energy market
structure, particularly in hy-
drocarbons, advocating a
balanced role for both public
and private sectors to boost
efficiency and innovation.
He underlined that India’s
climate commitments arise
from conviction, not exter-
nal pressure, and must bal-
ance environmental priorities
with affordability and indus-
trial competitiveness.

He described energy secu-
rity as both a diplomatic and
structural challenge, noting
that global unpredictability in
energy markets can affect na-
tional choices. Bery highlight-
ed that while India has
achieved major progress in
electricity access, maintaining
affordability is crucial to
avoid a high-cost energy trap.

‘NE facing ‘public health
emergency from drug menace’

DIMAPUR

Nagaland Director General of
Police (DGP) Rupin Sharma
has warned that drug traffick-
ing in the Northeast has be-
come both a “public health
emergency” and a “national
security threat.” Speaking at
the two-day Conference of
Anti-Narcotics Task Forces
(ANTF) in Chumoukedima
on Thursday, he urged for a
unified and technology-driven
approach among states.

Sharma said the Northeast
has become the centre of In-
dia’s anti-drug campaign due
to its open border with Myan-
mar and closeness to the
Golden Triangle. He noted
that Nagaland alone has about
1.2 lakh drug users, mostly
addicted to heroin, locally
called “Shaanflower.”

He explained that even
minimal daily use results in
huge yearly consumption,
worsening the drug crisis. The
illegal trade, he warned, fuels
organised crime, insurgency,

and narco-terrorism. “Dis-
mantling drug cartels is essen-
tial for national security,” he
stated.

To tackle the problem,
Sharma proposed a three-
point plan — coordination,
enforcement, and accountabil-
ity. He called for real-time
information sharing, use of
modern tools like darknet
tracking, and stricter financial
monitoring with banks.

Highlighting weak prosecu-
tion, he said proper documen-
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tation and shared criminal
databases are vital for convic-
tion. Sharma suggested
changes to the NDPS Act, a
regional anti-drug agency, and
new forensic labs across the
Northeast.

He also stressed the role of
NGOs, churches, and
communities in rehabilita-
tion. “A recovered addict is a
success story for society,” he
said, urging collective action
for a truly drug-free North-
cast.

Gujarat ATS arrests 2 former UP
Madrassa students

MUZAFFARNAGAR

Two youths from Uttar
Pradesh, arrested by the Guja-
rat Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) for suspected links to
terrorist activities, had earlier
studied together at a madrassa
in Budhana town of Muzaf-
farnagar district, officials said
on Thursday.

The accused were identified
as Azad Suleman Sheikh (20),
a tailor from Jhinjhana in
Shamli district, and Moham-
mad Suhail Khan (23) from
Lakhimpur Kheri. According
to the madrassa management
and police sources, both had
pursued Hafiz-e-Quran (Qu-
ran memorisation) courses
before leaving at different
times.

Maulana Daud, the
mohtamim (head) of the ma-
drassa, confirmed their past
association with the institu-
tion but said they left well
before their arrests. “Azad
studied here from 2018 to
2019 and stopped coming
when the madrassa closed
during the COVID-19 lock-
down. Suhail joined three

months ago but left on No-
vember 5, saying his father
was unwell,” Daud told re-
porters.

He stressed that the madras-
sa provides only religious ed-
ucation and has “no link with
any illegal activity.” He said
he learned about their arrests
only through media reports.

Sheikh’s father, Suleman,
who works as a construction
labourer, claimed his son was
innocent. “He had gone on a
40-day Tablighi Jamaat trip to
West Bengal and later said he
was returning to the madras-
sa. We later found out about

his arrest from the news,” he
said.

Shamli Superintendent of
Police N.P. Singh confirmed
that Sheikh was taken into
custody by the Gujarat ATS
for interrogation, while the
Uttar Pradesh ATS is also
probing his background. “No
passport has been found in his
name. His financial and local
connections are being veri-
fied,” Singh said.

The Gujarat ATS arrested
both men on November 8§,
though officials have withheld
further details, citing an ongo-
ing investigation.

India-Spain
hold talks to
strengthen
bilateral ties

NEW DELHI

India and Spain on Thursday
held the 8th round of Foreign
Office Consultations in New
Delhi, reviewing the full
range of their bilateral rela-
tionship and discussing key
regional and global issues of
shared interest.

The meeting was co-
chaired by Sibi George, Sec-
retary (West) in the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA),
and Diego Martinez Belio,
Spain’s Secretary of State for
Foreign and Global Affairs.
Both sides explored avenues
to deepen cooperation in
trade, defence, culture, and
emerging technologies such
as artificial intelligence.

In a post on social media
platform X, MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said,
“The two sides reviewed the
entire spectrum of bilateral
ties, especially in the context
of the upcoming India-Spain
Year of Culture, Tourism and
Artificial Intelligence.
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Bangladesh
awaits ICT verdict on
Hasina case

Dhaka
Bangladesh’s International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) will
announce its verdict on
November 17 in the case
against former Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, ac-
cused of crimes against
humanity during last year’s
July uprising. The decision
comes amid a nationwide
lockdown called by the
banned Awami League,
disrupting life across Dhaka
and beyond. Security forces
and the army have tight-
ened control at airports and
key sites. Reports of arson
and explosions continue,
while arrests of party lead-
ers rise. Hasina, ousted in
2024’s student-led revolt,
fled to India before Nobel
laureate Mohd Yunus
formed the current interim
government.

Civilian Killed as
Thailand-Cambodia
Border Tensions Escalate

Phnom Penh
Tensions flared again
along the Thailand-Cam-
bodia border after a
deadly exchange of gun-
fire left one Cambodian
civilian dead and three in-
jured. Cambodia con-
demned what it called an
“unprovoked attack” by
Thai forces in Banteay
Meanchey province, filing
a formal protest. Thai-
land, however, accused
Cambodian troops of fir-
ing first near Sa Kaeo
province. The clash fol-
lowed Thailand’s suspen-
sion of a recent US-
backed peace treaty
signed during the ASEAN
Summit. Thai Prime Min-
ister Anutin Charnvirakul
vowed to act “as we see
fit,” while both nations re-
inforced troops along the
disputed frontier, raising
fears of renewed border
conflict.

South Korea pledges
stronger human rights
protections

Seoul
South Korean President
Lee Jae Myung met with
families of democracy ac-
tivists on Thursday, prom-
ising stronger protections
for human rights. Speak-
ing at a luncheon marking
the 40th anniversary of
the association for rela-
tives of those jailed or tor-
tured during the
1970s-80s pro-democra-
cy movements, Lee ac-
knowledged the suffering
endured under past dicta-
torships. He praised the
mothers who led protests
and said South Korea has
become a respected
democratic nation thanks
to their efforts.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Donald Trump signs

bill, ending America’s
longest govt shutdown

The shutdown halted air travel, food programs, and

federal pay and the new

NEW YORK

The United States’ longest-ev-
er government shutdown has
officially ended after President
Donald Trump signed legisla-
tion passed by Congress to
temporarily fund federal oper-
ations. The 42-day standoff
between Republicans and
Democrats finally broke when
the House approved the Sen-
ate-backed bill to reopen gov-
ernment functions.

The shutdown had frozen
key services like air travel,
food assistance programs, and
federal pay. With the new leg-
islation, these operations will
restart, though it may take
some time for full recovery.
Federal employees, including
those who worked without
pay, will now receive their
pending salaries.

Trump hailed the moment as
a “great day,” declaring it a vic-
tory for Republicans since they
secured the funding bill without
conceding to Democratic de-

mands over Obamacare subsi-
dies. The deadlock ended when
eight Democrats joined Repub-
licans in a crucial Senate vote
earlier this week.

The funding will last until
the end of the year, with cer-
tain programs like aid for re-
tired soldiers and food support
for about 42 million Ameri-
cans extended until September.
The House passed the measure
222-209, mostly along party
lines. Democratic leaders ad-
mitted frustration but said they
aimed to avoid further harm to

legislation restarts services
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citizens dependent on federal
aid. Congresswoman Marie
Gluesenkamp Perez, one of six
Democrats who crossed the
aisle, said people “shouldn’t
trade their dinner for a politi-
cal message.”

President Trump used the
occasion to urge voters not to
forget the shutdown during
next year’s midterm elections.
Meanwhile, Democrats prom-
ised to push again for expand-
ing health insurance subsidies
when the next budget negotia-
tions begin.

China’s Foreign Ministry condemned
Takaichi’s remarks as an interference

China demands Japan
retract remarks on Taiwan

BEIJING

China’s Foreign Ministry on
Thursday urged Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
to withdraw what it called
“egregious” remarks about
Taiwan, warning that Japan
must “bear all consequences”
if she fails to do so. The de-
mand follows Takaichi’s state-
ment in parliament last week
suggesting that a Chinese at-
tack on Taiwan could be con-
sidered a “surviv-
al-threatening situa-
tion” for Japan, po-
tentially leading to a
military response
from Tokyo.

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin
Jian said at a press conference
that Takaichi’s comments rep-
resented “crude interference”
in China’s internal affairs and
had caused “a heavy blow” to
bilateral ties. “Should Japan
dare to intervene militarily in
the Taiwan Strait situation, it
will constitute an act of ag-
gression, and China will
strike back decisively,” Lin
warned.

Beijing maintains that Tai-
wan is part of its territory and
has not ruled out using force to
bring the island under its con-
trol. Taiwan’s government re-
jects China’s claim, insisting
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China’s Foreign Ministry
on Thursday demand-
ed Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takai-
chiretract “egregious”
remarks about Taiwan,
warning Japan would
“bear all consequenc-
es” if it intervened
militarily. Beijing con-
demned her comments
as interference.

that only its citizens
have the right to de-
cide their future.

Tensions have con-
tinued to rise, with
Chinese state media
) escalating criticism of
Takaichi. A social media post
by an account linked to CCTV
labelled her a “troublemaker”
and warned she would “have
to pay the price.”

In Japan, anger has grown
over inflammatory remarks
made by China’s Consul Gen-
eral in Osaka, Xue Jian, who
posted that “the dirty head that
sticks itself in must be cut
oft.” Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter Toshimitsu Motegi con-
demned the comment as “re-
grettable” and said Tokyo
would urge Beijing to prevent
the dispute from further dam-
aging bilateral relations.

Russia warns
Ukraine
talks inevitable
amid war

MOSCcOow

The Kremlin has said that
Ukraine will have to negotiate
with Russia “sooner or later,”
warning that Kyiv’s position in
any talks will weaken with
time. Speaking to reporters on
Thursday, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov stated that
Russia remains open to politi-
cal and diplomatic discussions
but would continue its military
actions if peace efforts fail. He
emphasized that Moscow’s
goal is to ensure the country’s
security for future generations.

Russian troops are currently
trying to capture the city of
Pokrovsk in eastern Ukraine.
Earlier this month, Russia’s
Defence Ministry claimed
control of the village of Us-
penivka in the Zaporizhzhia
region. Moscow has repeated-
ly accused Ukraine of avoid-
ing peace talks. However,
Kyiv maintains that Russia’s
terms are unacceptable, saying
they amount to surrender.
Ukrainian leaders have insist-
ed that any peace deal must
include a full withdrawal of
Russian forces from occupied
territories.

Peskov said Ukraine’s refus-
al to negotiate would only
make its situation worse. “The
Ukrainian side should know
that sooner or later it will have
to negotiate, but from a much
worse position,” he said.

Afghanistan blames
Pakistan as Turkey talks fail

KABUL

Afghanistan’s Foreign Min-
ister Amir Khan Muttaqi has
accused Pakistan of causing
the collapse of recent peace
talks in Turkey, calling Is-
lamabad’s demands “unreal-
istic and unreasonable.”
Speaking in Kabul, Muttaqi
confirmed that the Afghan
delegation had returned
home after the third round of
negotiations ended without
progress.

He alleged that Pakistan
repeatedly violated Afghani-
stan’s sovereignty through
airstrikes and border attacks,
claiming Afghan civilians
and markets were targeted.
“Even the airspace of Kabul
was violated, leaving us with
no choice but to respond,”
Muttaqi said.

According to Afghan offi-
cials, Pakistan demanded Ka-
bul guarantee that no security

we be responsible for Paki-
stan’s internal security?”
Muttaqi questioned, accusing
Islamabad of trying to shift
blame for its internal failures.

He further alleged that Pa-
kistan proposed relocating
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) fighters into Afghani-
stan, which he described as
an attempt to “create chaos.”
Kabul also accused Pakistan
of allowing ISIS militants to
cross the border and of ignor-
ing Afghan calls to stop its
airspace violations.

The Taliban government
said its delegation had at-
tended all three rounds of
talks “in good faith,” but Pa-
kistan “abandoned” discus-
sions and refused basic Af-
ghan demands to end air in-
cursions and prevent ISIS
movement.

Taliban spokesperson Zabi-
hullah Mujahid criticised Paki-
stan’s handling of Afghan ref-

French Minister plans
Algeria visit as ties improve

PARIS

France’s Interior Minister Lau-
rent Nunez said on Thursday
that he was likely to visit Alge-
ria soon, signalling a thaw in
relations between the two na-
tions. The announcement fol-
lowed Algeria’s release of
French-Algerian writer
Boualem Sansal, who
had been jailed for
undermining national
unity.

Sansal, a prominent
critic of Algerian au-
thorities, was arrested
in November 2024
and sentenced in March 2025
to five years in prison. His par-
don on Wednesday by Presi-
dent Abdelmadjid Tebboune
eased months of diplomatic
tension between Algiers and
Paris. Speaking to France’s
BFM TV, Nunez described
Sansal’s release as “a glimmer

of hope” and said President
Emmanuel Macron had person-
ally thanked Tebboune during a
phone call. He added that
France aimed to restart “a de-
manding but necessary dia-
logue” focused on security and
cooperation.

Relations between the two
countries had sharply deterio-
rated after France rec-
ognised Morocco’s
sovereignty over
Western Sahara, a
move Algeria op-
posed. The situation
worsened after San-
sal’s arrest and other
disputes over migration and
repatriation. Tensions peaked
earlier this year when an Al-
gerian national-—whom
France had unsuccessfully
sought to deport—was ac-
cused of carrying out a dead-
ly knife attack in Mulhouse.
The incident led French offi-

Sansal, a well-known
critic of Algerian
authorities, was arrested
in November 2024,
sentenced to five years in
March 2025, and
pardoned Wednesday,
easing Algiers-Paris
tensions

cials to reconsider migration
and visa policies toward Al-
geria. Nunez said his upcom-
ing visit would aim to reopen
communication channels and
address key issues, including
security coordination and mi-
gration. “The tug-of-war strat-
egy does not work,” he said.
“We need dialogue, not dead-
lock.” Observers see Sansal’s
release and the possible minis-
terial visit as the first positive
signs of improving ties be-
tween France and its former
colony.

B’desh to hold referendum
with national elections

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s Chief Advisor,
Muhammad Yunus, announced
that a national referendum on
the July National Charter will
be held alongside the country’s
parliamentary elections in the
first half of February 2026. The
decision, approved during an
Advisor’s Council meeting,
marks a major step toward im-
plementing the reform roadmap
born out of the July 2024 mass
uprising. In a televised address,
Yunus said the referendum
would allow citizens to vote on
the July Charter, which propos-
es significant political and con-
stitutional changes. These in-
clude forming a caretaker gov-
ernment during election peri-
ods, creating an independent
Election Commission, and es-
tablishing a bicameral parlia-
ment with a 100-member upper
house based on proportional
representation.

The Charter also proposes 30
reform measures covering
women’s representation, parlia-
mentary oversight, judicial in-

dependence, local governance,
and limits on a Prime Minis-
ter’s tenure. If approved, a
Constitution Reform Council
will be created from the newly
elected parliament to finalize
the amendments within 180
working days, followed by the
establishment of the upper
house within 30 days.

Yunus highlighted the inter-
im government’s achievements
over the past 15 months, noting
progress in strengthening the
Jjudiciary, fighting corruption,
and improving the economy.
Exports, reserves, and foreign
investments have all shown
growth during this period.

He called for unity among
political parties that supported
last year’s uprising, urging
them to avoid divisions that
could harm Bangladesh’s dem-
ocratic transition. “The spirit
that united the nation in 2024
must guide us again,” Yunus
said, expressing hope that the
country will move toward a
peaceful and festive election,
entering what he described as
“anew Bangladesh.”

Truck crashes
into market, two
killed in Korea

SEOUL

Two people were killed and
18 others injured when a light
truck crashed into a busy mar-
ket in Bucheon, a city located
about 20 kilometres west of
Seoul, on Thursday. The truck
sped through a narrow pas-
sage lined with market stalls
for nearly 150 metres before
coming to a stop, according to
emergency officials and South
Korean media reports.

A fire department official
said two victims went into
cardiac arrest and were later
pronounced dead. CCTV
footage broadcast by Korean
television showed the blue
truck suddenly accelerating
through the crowded market,
striking several stalls before
crashing into a shop.

According to initial reports,
the vehicle had reversed about
28 metres before surging for-
ward uncontrollably. The driv-
er, a man in his 60s, told police
that the truck experienced a
sudden burst of acceleration.

Marcos vows jail for graft scandal suspects

MANILA

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. has vowed to
jail those linked to a major
corruption scandal involving
government infrastructure
projects, promising they will
be behind bars before the end
of the year. The scandal,
which centers on substandard
and allegedly fake flood-con-
trol projects, has sparked pub-
lic outrage and mass protests
across the country.

“They won’t have a Merry
Christmas,” Marcos declared
during a televised press con-
ference as he displayed
names of accused public
works officials and construc-

tion executives under investi-
gation by the country’s an-
ti-graft commission.

Earlier this year, the presi-
dent formed a special com-
mission to probe billions of
pesos’ worth of questionable
flood-control projects, many
of which were found to be
poorly built or never complet-
ed. The issue resurfaced after
recent typhoons caused wide-
spread flooding, fueling anger
among citizens and activists
who accuse officials of steal-
ing disaster funds.

The controversy has also
shaken economic confidence,
with growth in the third quar-
ter falling to a four-year low
of 4 percent. Infrastructure
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spending plunged 26.2 per-
cent, its sharpest decline in
nearly 14 years, partly due to
tighter spending checks.
Marcos said the govern-
ment will accelerate spending
toward year’s end to meet
planned targets. So far, au-
thorities have frozen 6.3 bil-
lion pesos ($108 million) in
assets belonging to suspects,
with plans to recover the
funds for public use.
Framing the crackdown as
part of a larger push for
transparency, Marcos—
whose late father was once
accused of large-scale cor-
ruption—said his adminis-
tration would not tolerate
abuse of public money.

India, Botswana strengthen ties
through wildlife conservation move

GABORONE

In a major step toward
strengthening India-Botswana
cooperation in wildlife con-
servation, President Droupadi
Murmu and Botswana’s Pres-
ident Duma Gideon Boko wit-
nessed the release of cheetahs
into the Mokolodi Nature Re-
serve in southern Botswana.
The animals were captured
from the Ghanzi region and
placed in a quarantine facility
by experts from both nations.

The ceremony marked Bo-
tswana’s gifting of eight chee-
tahs to India as part of the
next phase of Project Chee-
tah, aimed at restoring the
species in India’s natural hab-
itats. Sharing the news on X,
the President’s Secretariat
described it as a new chapter

Murmu met President Boko in
Gaborone, where both leaders
discussed expanding coopera-
tion in trade, investment, re-
newable energy, agriculture,
education, healthcare, defence,
and digital technology. A key
agreement was also signed to
provide Botswana with easier
access to affordable,
high-quality Indian medicines.

President Murmu thanked
the Botswana government and

in turn, praised India as the
“mother of democracy” and
recognized its steady role in
supporting Botswana’s devel-
opment journey.

President Murmu arrived in
Botswana on Tuesday for a
State Visit, concluding her
two-nation African tour. She
was warmly received at the
airport by President Boko and
given a ceremonial welcome
with a guard of honour, high-
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Ihdian equity :
indices close flat
amid profit booking

Mumbai
The key domestic equity
indices closed flat on
Thursday, erasing early
gains amid profit book-
ing in IT and auto heav-
yweights, ahead of Bi-
har election results.
Sensex ended the ses-
sion at 84,478.67, up
12.16 points or 0.01 per
cent. Continuing the
previous day’s rally, the
30-share index started
trading higher at
84,525.89 against last
session’s closing of
84,466.51. However, the
index traded volatile
during the session and
closed flat amid profit
booking post the last
three days ‘ rally. Nifty
closed 25,879.15,
up 3.35 points or
0.01 per cent.

India to stay
fastest-growing
major economy

New Delhi
India is expected to re-
main the fastest-grow-
ing economy among the
G20 nations with a
growth rate of 6.5 per
cent through 2027, de-
spite the Donald Trump
administration’s tariff
hikes, according to
Moody’s latest ‘Global
Macro Outlook report
for 2026-27'. The report
states that the pace of
India’s growth will be
supported by robust in-
frastructure investment,
strong domestic con-
sumer demand, and ex-
port diversification. Indi-
an exporters, facing 50
per cent US tariffs on
some products, have
succeeded in redirecting
exports, with overall
exports climbed
6.75 per cent
in September.

85% of Indian
businesses see Saudi
as desired hub

Mumbai
At least 85% of Indian
businesses, the highest
among surveyed markets,
see Saudi Arabia as a
more attractive destina-
tion for trade and invest-
ment amidst global un-
certainties, a report
showed on Thursday.
Moreover, 78 per cent of
Indian businesses are
planning to increase in-
vestments in Saudi Ara-
bia in the next six months
— representing the highest
level of commitment
among any market out-
side the Middle East. Indi-
an business leaders are
showing a strong intent to
increasing trade and in-
vestment with Saudi Ara-
bia. This aligns with the
Kingdom’s Vision 2030
plan, which aims to build
a resilient, stable econo-
my with attractive growth
opportunities.

' Hyundai-India explore maritime

“collab under ‘Amrit Kaal Vision’

HD Hyundai expressed a keen interest in leveraging its technological
expertise and global experlence to contribute to India’s maritime growth

SEOUL

South Korea’s leading ship-
building conglomerate, HD
Hyundai, announced on
Thursday that its Chairman,
Chung Ki-sun, held talks with
India’s Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas,
Hardeep Singh Puri, to dis-
cuss expanding cooperation in
the shipbuilding and maritime
industries.

The meeting took place in
Seoul as part of India’s ambi-
tious Maritime Amrit Kaal
Vision 2047 project, which
aims to transform India into
one of the world’s top five
shipbuilding nations. The ini-
tiative envisions expanding
the country’s fleet of commer-
cial vessels from the current
1,500 to 2,500 over the next
two decades. To achieve this,

§/

the Indian government plans
to invest around $24 billion,
with an initial allocation of $8
billion announced in October
to support new vessel con-
struction and shipyard mod-
ernization.

During the discussions,
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both sides explored potential
partnerships in advanced
shipbuilding technologies,
green maritime infrastructure,
and sustainable energy use
within the sector. HD Hyund-
ai expressed a keen interest in
leveraging its technological

expertise and global experi-
ence to contribute to India’s
maritime growth.

HD Hyundai will be the best
partner to help advance India’s
shipbuilding industry based on
mutual trust, Chairman Chung
Ki-sun said in an official state-
ment. Minister Puri, leading the
Indian delegation, emphasized
that regular exchanges between
the Indian government and HD
Hyundai would help foster in-
novation, create skilled jobs,
and strengthen bilateral cooper-
ation in the broader maritime
ecosystem.

The talks reflect India’s
growing focus on maritime
development as part of its vi-
sion for economic self-reli-
ance and global competitive-
ness, with South Korea
emerging as a key strategic
partner in this endeavor.

TN set up AVGC-XR Centre
to fast-track futur1st1c techs

CHENNAI

In a major move to accelerate
its digital media and emerging
technology ecosystem, the
Tamil Nadu government, un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, has an-
nounced plans to establish the
Viyan AVGC-XR Centre of
Excellence (CoE) in Chennai.
The initiative, spearheaded
by the Electronics Corpora-
tion of Tamil Nadu (ELCOT),
aims to position the state as a
national hub for animation,
visual effects, gaming, com-
ics, and extended reality
(AVGC-XR). ELCOT has is-
sued an Expression of Interest
(Eol) this week, inviting part-
nerships from industry play-
ers, academic institutions, and
technology firms for the cen-
tre’s development, operation,
and long-term management.
Designed as a flagship proj-
ect, the Viyan CoE seeks to
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create a world-class environ-
ment that fosters innovation,
supports content creation, and
provides young professionals
with future-ready skills in
the fast-evolving AVGC-XR
sector.

In its initial phase, the cen-
tre will operate from a leased
facility spanning 12,000 to
15,000 sq. ft. in Chennai. It
will feature co-working spac-
es, private studios for startups
and MSMEs, and specialized
labs for performance capture,
2D and 3D art, audio and fo-

ley services, and XR testing.
Hardware rental facilities will
give creators access to ad-
vanced production equipment,
while community spaces and
screening rooms will host
workshops, networking
events, and collaborations.

In the second phase, the
project will expand to a one-
lakh sq. ft. purpose-built cam-
pus capable of accommodat-
ing around 500 professionals.
This state-of-the-art facility
will house advanced studios
for quality assurance, XR de-
velopment, and digital proto-
typing, establishing an inte-
grated ecosystem for creators,
developers, and entrepre-
neurs.

The initiative reflects the
Tamil Nadu government’s vi-
sion to make Chennai a lead-
ing destination for digital in-
novation, creative industries,
and immersive technology
development in India.

Trump sends +ve signals
on US-India relations

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
has sent positive signals on
strengthening US-India rela-
tions this week, raising fresh
hopes that a bilateral trade
agreement between the
world’s two largest democra-
cies could be signed soon.
Trump told reporters at the
White House that his talks
with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi were going
great and that a visit to Delhi
could take place next year.

Earlier this week, Trump
said that he plans to lower tar-
iffs imposed on India at some
point indicating that a break-
through in the trade talks could
come soon. I think we’re pretty
close to doing a deal (with In-
dia) that’s good for everybody,
Trump said, in answer to a
question from the media, at the
ceremony for swearing-in of
Sergio Gor as the new US Am-
bassador to India.

While some Indian officials
have been optimistic over the
India-US trade agreement be-

ing signed soon, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Tuesday that India would not
compromise on the interests of
farmers, dairy sector and work-
ers in trade deals that it signs
with other countries. We are
working on a fair, equitable and
balanced trade deal, he said.

The minister further stated
that the timing of such deals
would depend on mutual read-
iness. The trade deal can hap-
pen tomorrow, it can happen
next month, it can happen next
year... but as a government, we
are preparing for any contin-
gency, he added.

As per sources, Harsh Pant,
a professor of international re-
lations at King’s College Lon-
don, as saying that Trump’s
visit would signal a rebound in
the relationship between Delhi
and Washington.

Star Air raises
Rs 150 crin
Series B round

MUMBAI

Star Air, the aviation arm of
the Sanjay Ghodawat Group
(SGG), said on Thursday
that it has completed the
first tranche of its Rs 350
crore Series B funding
round, raising Rs 150 crore
from a consortium of mar-
quee investors including
Micro labs Ltd, Deepak
Agarwal of Bikaji foods
and others. The airline fur-
ther plans to raise an addi-
tional Rs 200 crore by
FY26-27.

Star Air said that its first
external fundraise will
power the next phase of ex-
pansion with a goal to op-
erate 50 aircraft by 2030.

The newly raised capital
will be deployed to expand
the airline’s fleet and route
network, strengthen NSOP
(Non-Scheduled Operator
Permit) operations and en-
hance its MRO (Maintenance,
Repair & Overhaul) capabili-
ties.

SBI: Overhaul
of core banking
systembyFY28

MUMBAI

The nation’s largest lender
State Bank of India is plan-
ning to compete the overhaul
of its core banking system
within the next two years, a
senior official has said. The
modernization is being car-
ried out by the bank and its
subsidiary SBI Payments Ser-
vices, said the seniormost
managing director of the bank
Ashwini Kumar Tewari, who
handles corporate banking
and subsidiaries, in Singapore
on Thursday. He said the
overhaul involves transform-
ing the bank’s legacy systems
through hollowing, microser-
vices and modernization.w

‘Ne gatiVé growth
awaits Nepal amid
political turmoil’

KATHMANDU

Nepal’s economy is expected
to decelerate sharply in the
current fiscal year 2025-26
due to the lingering impact of
September’s violent protests
and ensuing political instabil-
ity, the World Bank said on
Thursday in its Nepal Devel-
opment Update: Reforms to
Accelerate Public Investment.

According to the report,
Nepal’s economic growth is
projected to fall to 2.1 per
cent in FY 2025-26, down
from 4.6% recorded in FY
2024-25. The slowdown re-
flects the widespread damage
caused by Gen-Z—-led protests
earlier this year, which top-
pled the government of for-
mer Prime Minister K. P.
Sharma Oli. The subsequent
formation of a non-political
transitional government led
by Sushila Karki, tasked with
conducting elections on
March 5, 2026, has created
additional uncertainty.

The September unrest
claimed over 70 lives and re-
sulted in the destruction of
both public and private prop-
erties worth billions of Nepali
rupees. Several government
offices, private enterprises,
and financial institutions were
set ablaze during the protests,
severely disrupting economic

‘Nepal’s economic
growth is projected to fall
to 2.1 percentin FY
2025-26, down from 4.6%
recorded in FY 2024-25’.

activity across major cities.

The World Bank highlight-
ed that the services sector,
particularly tourism and in-
surance, will bear the brunt of
the slowdown. The report not-
ed a sharp decline in interna-
tional tourist arrivals and the
spillover effects of asset loss-
es on the insurance industry.

Furthermore, the Bank cau-
tioned that poverty reduction
efforts have been adversely
affected, with the poverty rate
(measured at USD 4.2/day)
expected to rise to 6.6 per
cent in FY 2025-26 from 6.2
per cent earlier projected.

However, the Bank remains
cautiously optimistic about
recovery, projecting a re-
bound to 4.7 per cent growth
in FY 202627 as reconstruc-
tion efforts gain traction. Fi-
nance Minister Rameshore
Prasad Khanal said the gov-
ernment has introduced an
Integrated Business Recovery
Plan offering grants, tax in-
centives, and operational sup-
port to restore business confi-
dence and accelerate econom-
ic revival.

‘India’s fin sector remains
robust amid global shakes’

NEW DELHI

Global banks are expected to
maintain a stable outlook in
2026 despite mounting polit-
ical and economic uncertain-
ties, according to a report re-
leased by S&P Global Rat-
ings on Thursday.

The report noted that
while geopolitical tensions
and policy shifts could dis-
rupt global markets, struc-
tural improvements and
sound economic fundamen-
tals are helping India’s fi-
nancial institutions remain
resilient.

Banks are operating in
volatile times when signifi-
cant policy decisions and
regional conflicts could dis-
rupt financial markets and
rapidly change the econom-
ic environment, said Em-
manuel Volland, S&P Glob-
al Ratings credit analyst.

The agency forecasted
that global bank credit loss-
es will rise to $655 billion
in 2026, marking a 7.5 per
cent year-on-year increase.
The bulk of these losses are
expected to stem from the
Asia-Pacific region, partic-
ularly due to tariff-related
uncertainties affecting Chi-
na’s small and micro-enter-
prise lending and unsecured

consumer credit. However,
the report emphasized that
these losses remain manage-
able owing to strong profit-
ability and stricter pruden-
tial frameworks introduced
in recent years.

For India, S&P Global
highlighted that while stress
points have emerged in un-
secured personal and micro-
finance loans, underwriting
standards for secured retail
loans remain robust, keep-
ing delinquencies within
manageable levels. It further
stated that India’s infrastruc-
ture spending, strong private
consumption, and limited ex-
posure to U.S. trade risks will
continue to support its eco-
nomic growth.

S&P Global also identi-
fied four key downside risks
to global banking stability:
escalating geopolitical ten-
sions, stronger tariff spill-
overs, weaker regulatory
oversight, and evolving
threats from digitalisation,

India imposes
anti-dumping
duty on
Vietnamese steel

MUMBAI

India has imposed an an-
ti-dumping duty on hot-rolled
flat products of alloy or
non-alloy steel from Vietnam,
for a period of five years, to
protect domestic producers
from the flood of cheap im-
ports that are priced below
their normal cost. The notifi-
cation by the Department of
Revenue, dated November 12,
follows an investigation by
the Directorate General of
Trade Remedies (DGTR),
which found that these prod-
ucts were being sold at pric-
es below their normal price,
causing material injury to
the domestic industry.

The duty applies to hot-
rolled flat products of alloy
or non-alloy steel with a
thickness of up to 25 mm
and a width of up to 2100
mm, and is designed to en-
sure fair pricing and protect
Indian producers. There is
also a threat of further ag-
gravated injury to the do-
mestic industry, if an-
ti-dumping duty is not im-
posed on import of subject
goods from the subject
country, the notification
states.

2-3 players to dominate India’s QC market in top 40 cities

NEW DELHI

Like the e-commerce seg-
ment, where two or three
players typically dominate the
market in most countries, this
concentration pattern has been
extended to food delivery and
quick commerce (QC) sector
in India as well, where the top
two or three firms are likely to
control a major share of the
market, a report has said.

The QC ecosystem in India
is likely to follow a similar
trajectory, with major players
securing market share through
aggressive growth, technolog-

ical advancements, and oper-
ational effectiveness.
According to a Bernstein
Research report, QC will
dominate in top cities, while

modern trade (MT) — retail
supermarkets —will flourish
in the next 400 cities. QC will
dominate in the Top-40 cities,
MT to flourish in the Next-

400 cities and GT to lead the
Last-4000 cities, the report
noted.

At the same time, general
trade (GT) -- kiranas and pop
shops -- will remain the leader
in the smaller cities, towns
and villages. With rapidly
evolving dynamics across city
tiers, India’s internet economy
is entering a fresh phase of
rapid growth. The report pre-
dicted that GT to lose ground
to QC, e-commerce (EC), and
MT; however, MT and EC
may have healthy growth go-
ing ahead as well.

In India’s top urban mar-

kets, quick commerce (QC)
will dominate the retail chan-
nel, fuelled by consumer de-
mand for immediacy, conve-
nience, and efficient logistics
networks. The report, howev-
er, emphasised that MT and
EC still hold an advantage in
areas such as product cata-
loguing and cost competitive-
ness. While MT retailers are
focusing more on margins and
deeper assortments, especially
in semi-urban areas, QC and
EC platforms are making sig-
nificant investments in ware-
house networks and logistics
optimisation to cut costs.

Indian construction equipment
sector revenue set to rise 6-8%

NEW DELHI

India’s construction equip-
ment sector’s revenue is set to
rise 6-8 per cent in current fis-
cal (FY26) driven by selective
price hikes, firm export reali-
sations and stable steel prices,
a report said on Thursday.
Strong overseas orders pro-
vide crucial support to this
sector amid subdued domestic
demand and higher equipment
costs, according to the report
from Crisil Ratings. Selective
price hikes will partly offset
higher compliance costs, said
the ratings agency, adding that
firm export realisations and

stable steel prices will help
mitigate pricing pressure from
low-cost imports.

This will limit the contraction
in operating margin to 11 per
cent from around 12 per cent
last fiscal and keep credit met-
rics stable across manufactur-
ers, the report mentioned. India’s
construction equipment industry
will continue to clock a volume
growth of 2-4 per cent this fiscal
and the next, the firm said.

Crisil’s review of 17 leading
manufacturers in the sector
found that a 35% jump in ex-
ports in the first half of FY26
provided a key buffer against
softer domestic demand.
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India-SA Test: Security Tightened, Traffic
Curbs Imposed Around Eden Gardens

Authorities urged C|t|zens to follow traffic rules and cooperate with police for safety

KOLKATA

With the India-South Africa
Test match set to begin today,
Kolkata Police have ramped
up security across the city, es-
pecially around the iconic
Eden Gardens Stadium and
the adjoining Maidan area.
The heightened measures will
remain in force throughout
the five-day encounter, offi-
cials confirmed.

A senior police officer said
elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made to en-
sure the safety of players, of-
ficials, and spectators. “We
have strengthened protection

for both teams, including se-
cure travel between their ho-
tels and the practice venues.
Additional personnel have
been deployed at key intersec-

points to

ficer said.

tions and entry
stadium,” the of-

age the expected surge in traf-

fic, the police have issued a
comprehenswe advisory reg-
ulating vehicle movement be-
tween November 14 and 18.
The movement of all goods
vehicles will be prohibited
from 7 am to 7 pm on match
days in and around the Eden
Gardens zone.
Public transport routes
_and parking arrange-
ments have also been
adjusted to facilitate
smoother flow and re-
" duce congestion.
Patrolling will be in-
tensified in and around the
Maidan, with both uniformed
and plainclothes personnel

the % 4
R

To man-

stationed to prevent any un-
toward incidents. Drone sur-
veillance and CCTV monitor-
ing will be used to maintain
real-time oversight of crowd
movement.

Police officials noted that
the current traffic and security
guidelines are subject to mod-
ification depending on live
conditions during match days.
With thousands of fans ex-
pected to throng Eden Gar-
dens, authorities have urged
citizens to cooperate with se-
curity personnel and follow
traffic instructions to ensure a
safe and enjoyable cricketing
spectacle.

MUMBAI

Former South Africa
captain Graeme Smith
believes neutralizing
Jasprit Bumrah’s early
threat will be key to
the Proteas’
- chances in the
%+ upcoming Test
= 4 series against
India. Speaking
ahead of the
first Test at Kolk-
ata’s Eden Gardens
on Friday, Smith
said both Bumrah and
Kagiso Rabada could play
decisive roles in shaping the
contest. “The biggest challenge in the
subcontinent is getting off to a solid

start,” Smith said on the sidelines of
an SA20 India event. “Countering
Bumrah up front is crucial for

us, and similarly, Rabada
will be a big threat to
India’s top order.”
Smith noted that the
Eden Gardens pitch

is likely to assist

pacers early on be-

fore slowing down

midway through the
match, giving both fast
bowlers a chance to make
an impact. Rabada, who has

taken 55 wickets against India in 14
Tests, will lead the South African
pace attack. “Rabada sets the tone
with the new ball. His ability to
strike early will be vital for captain
Temba Bavuma and the team,” Smith

Smith
expects
thrilling duel
between Bumrah
and Rabada in
upcoming India-
South Africa
Test.

crucial.

Important to Counter Bumrah, Says
Former SA Captain Graeme Smith

said. Smith, who captained South Af-
rica in 108 Tests, added that batters
would need to step up to support their
bowlers. “The Eden Gardens of-
fers good value for runs, and a
full stadium can lift any bat-
ter’s confidence,” he said.

Echoing Smith’s views,

former Proteas great
Hashim Amla stressed the
importance of big first-in-
nings scores.

Meanwhile, ex-skipper Faf
du Plessis cautioned that while

South Africa’s world champion sta-
tus adds confidence, maintaining mo-
mentum throughout the series will be

With the world’s top pacers in ac-
tion, fans can expect a gripping start
to the high-voltage Test series.
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ISSF World C’ships: Duestad
Triumphs as Ind, China Miss
Podium in 50m Rifle 3P

CHENNAI

Norway’s Jeanette Hegg
Duestad broke the India-Chi-
na dominance in Olympic
shooting events at the ongo-
ing ISSF World Champion-
ships in Cairo, Egypt, clinch-
ing her maiden world title in
the women’s 50m rifle three
positions event. The result
marked the first time in this
edition that neither India nor
China featured on the podium
in an Olympic discipline.

Duestad, who displayed re-
markable composure during
the elimination stage, shot a
total of 465.8 to secure gold,
edging out Switzerland’s
teenager Emely Jaeggi, who
took silver. Great Britain’s
Seonaid Mclntosh, returning
after a brief hiatus, completed
the podium with bronze fol-
lowing a strong finish marked
by consistent high 10s.

Until Tuesday, India and
China had shared the spotlight
at the championships, occupy-
ing the top two spots in the
overall medal tally. Their
shooters had dominated
across events — with India’s

Samrat Rana winning the
men’s 10m air pistol crown
and China’s Yao Qianxun and
Liu Yukun taking gold in
women’s 10m air pistol and
men’s 50m rifle 3P respec-
tively.

However, the women’s 50m
rifle 3P final told a different
story. Only one shooter from
the two powerhouses — Chi-
na’s teenage prodigy Wang
Zifei reached the
eight-shooter final, eventually
finishing sixth. India’s top
contenders Ashi Chouksey,
Anjum Moudgil, and Sift
Kaur Samra placed 15th,
17th, and 48th respectively,
missing qualification.

National rifle coach Deep-
ali Deshpande said Sift had
been recovering from minor
back issues and was focusing
on rehabilitation in recent
months. Despite the setback,
both teams are expected to
bounce back in Thursday’s
women’s 25m pistol event —
the final Olympic discipline
of the competition — as India
and China aim to reassert
their supremacy on the global
stage.

KOLKATA

India captain Shubman Gill
appeared to hint that veteran
pacer Mohammed Shami
may no longer feature in the
national team’s long-term
plans, suggesting that the
selectors were now focusing
on younger bowlers. Speak-
ing ahead of the Test series
against South Africa, Gill
praised Shami’s quality but
noted that India’s current
fast-bowling lineup left lit-
tle room for the 35-year-old.

“A bowler of Shami
Bhai’s quality is not found
easily, but you also have to
consider the performances
of others,” Gill said. “You
can’t ignore someone like
Akash Deep or Prasidh
Krishna. We already have
Siraj and Bumrah perform-
ing consistently. Some-
times, it’s tough for senior
players when they miss
out.”

Gill added that team se-
lections were now guided
more by future needs and
playing conditions than by
sentiment. “We plan based
on the upcoming series and

venues. The selectors are
better placed to comment on
fitness and availability,” he
said.

The Ajit Agarkar-led se-
lection panel recently drew
criticism for omitting Shami
from the squad for the
South Africa Tests, despite
his steady performances for
Bengal in the ongoing Ran-
ji Trophy.

Shami last represented In-
dia during the Champions
Trophy in March and has
been recovering from a heel
injury that required surgery
after the 2023 World Cup.

According to reports, se-
lectors had reached out sev-
eral times to assess Shami’s

Shubman Gill Hints at End of
Mohammed Shami’s India Career

fitness and even urged him
to play for India A against
the England Lions, but the
pacer reportedly declined.
His current bowling work-
load has been limited to
short four-over spells, with
average speeds dipping be-
low 130 kmph.

With younger pacers
Akash Deep and Prasidh
Krishna emerging as consis-
tent options alongside Bum-
rah and Siraj, Shami’s re-
turn to the national setup
appears increasingly uncer-
tain.

He is, however, expected
to play Bengal’s Ranji Tro-
phy clash against Assam
from November 16.

‘Need a Miracle’
Musetti Braces
for Alcaraz
Challenge in
ATP Finals Clash

TURIN

Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti ad-
mitted he would “need a mir-
acle” to overcome Carlos Al-
caraz in their final group-
stage encounter at the ATP
Finals today. After securing a
hard-fought victory over Alex
de Minaur, the 23-year-old
Italian now faces what he
called his “toughest match” of
the tournament against the
world No. 2.

Musetti entered the Turin
event as a late replacement
for Novak Djokovic, who
withdrew following his Ath-
ens ATP 250 title win. The
Italian had stumbled in his
opening match against Taylor
Fritz but bounced back with a
thrilling 7-5, 3-6, 7-5 win
over De Minaur in two hours
and 48 minutes. That result
kept his semifinal hopes alive,
though much now depends on
his performance against Al-
caraz.

“The victory over Alex
gave me confidence,” Muset-
ti said. “I can still reach the
semifinals, but a lot depends
on how I play against Carlos.

‘It’s never easy to come back after injury,
but I'm glad I have done it’: Rishabh Pant

KOLKATA

India’s vice-captain Rishabh Pant
is set to don his whites again after
a four-month break when India
face South Africa in the first Test at
Eden Gardens on Friday. The wick-
etkeeper-batter, who suffered a foot
fracture during the Manchester Test
against England in July, said he
was “grateful and happy” to return
after a challenging recovery period.

“After an injury, it is never easy
to come back. But God has been
kind and I’m very happy to be
back,” Pant said in a video released
by the BCCI. “Every time I take
the field, I try to be grateful. I
thank God, my parents, and my
family for supporting me through
this phase.”

Pant, who had made a remark-
able return to international cricket
last year following his life-threat- §
ening car accident, said his focus
during rehabilitation was on main-
taining a positive mindset rather
than reacting to external specula-
tion about his fitness.

“One thing I do is focus on con-
trollables. Luck is something you
can’t manage, so I try not to think
about it. You find happiness when
you focus on things that truly mat-
ter to you,” he explained.

GOA

DENVER

GOA

Viswanathan Anand Hails Pranav
V s Fighting Spirit desplte WC EX1t

e

nav had a very good run in the World
Cup. He declined a possible repetition
and tried to continue with his extra
pawn, but it turned out badly,” Anand
wrote on X, praising his fighting spir-
it. Pranav had earlier beaten Aryan
Tari and Titas Stremavicius in impres-
sive fashion, marking one of his best
international performances and a
promising sign for Indian chess.

ndia’s teenage chess prodigy Pranav

Venkatesh bowed out of the Chess
World Cup after losing to Uzbeki-
stan’s GM Nodirbek Yakubboev in the
fourth round. Playing with the black
pieces, the 19-year-old struggled ear-
ly and resigned after 38 moves. De-
spite the defeat, Indian chess legend
Viswanathan Anand lauded Pranav’s
courageous play and maturity. “Pra-

Gabriel Landeskog Ends 1,347-Day
Goal Drought Shares ]oy with His Son

olorado Avalanche captain Ga-

briel Landeskog scored his first
regular-season goal in 1,347 days
during a 4-1 win over Anaheim ,
marking an emotional moment in
his comeback from a chronic knee
injury. The 32-year-old forward,
who missed three full regular sea-
sons before returning last spring,
said he couldn’t wait to tell his

young son, Luke, about the
long-awaited goal. “He keeps ask-
ing me, and I’'m like, ‘No, not
yet,”” Landeskog said with a smile.
Landeskog, playing limited minutes
this season, has been praised for his
leadership during the Avalanche’s
strong 11-1-5 start. “He’s the voice
of reason,” said goaltender Scott
Wedgewood.

Jose Martinez Alcantara Fires Back
at Kramnik W1th Ice- Cold Response

-

randmaster Jose Martinez Alcan-

tara, once accused by Vladimir
Kramnik in his unfounded cheating
crusade, silenced critics with brilliant
form at the Chess World Cup 2025 in
Goa. After wins over Isaak Huh, Veli-
mir Ivic, and top seed Nodirbek Ab-
dusattorov, Martinez offered a pointed
response to Kramnik’s claims.“At the
end of the day, chess is chess. [ know

how to play,” he said, in a clear dig at
Kramnik’s obsession with online
cheating statistics. American professor
Kenneth Regan supported Martinez,
refuting Kramnik’s flawed “non-nor-
malized” data and stating there is no
evidence of large-scale cheating, as
Martinez’s strong over-the-board per-
formances continue to disprove the
former champion’s claims.




SPORTS

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

FRIDAY » NOVEMBER 14, 2025

Euro 2028 schedule: Venues and host
nations revealed for UK-Ireland tournament

The joint-hosted tournament will run from June 9 to July 9, 2028, across nine iconic stadiums

LONDON

UEFA has confirmed the full
schedule and venues for
Euro 2028, set to be the big-
gest European Champion-
ship ever, hosted jointly by
England, Wales, Scotland
and the Republic of Ireland.

The month-long tourna-
ment will kick off on June 9,
2028, and conclude with the
final at Wembley Stadium
on July 9.

Wales could feature in the
opening game at Cardiff’s
Principality Stadium, while
England’s first match is like-
ly to take place at Manches-

ter City’s Etihad Stadium.
The four host nations will
not receive automatic quali-
fication but will play group-
stage matches at home if

they qualify. Each host na-
tion will showcase multiple
venues: Wembley will stage
eight games, including the
semifinals and final, while

Dublin’s Aviva Stadium
hosts seven. Cardiff and
Glasgow will each stage six,
with other matches in Man-
chester, Newcastle, Birming-
ham, Liverpool and Lon-
don’s Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium.

Euro 2028 will feature 24
teams and more than three
million tickets, making it the
largest edition in history.
Northern Ireland was origi-
nally part of the bid but
withdrew after redevelop-
ment delays at Belfast’s
Casement Park. Football As-
sociation chair Debbie
Hewitt called the announce-

ment “a proud milestone,”
promising “a festival of ev-
erything we love about the
game.”

UEFA president Aleksand-
er Ceferin said the tourna-
ment would celebrate the
sport’s origins in the UK and
Ireland, uniting fans “in leg-
endary stadiums filled with
emotion.”

The confirmed structure
includes group matches
across all venues, Round of
16 ties in Cardiff, Newcastle
and Dublin, and semifinals
and final at Wembley — set-
ting the stage for an unfor-
gettable summer of football.

Wood to undergo precautionary
scan after hamstring soreness

PERTH

was rising batting hopeful Jacob Bethell,

England fast bowler Mark Wood will
have a precautionary scan on his ham-
string after experiencing soreness on the
opening day of England’s Ashes warm-up
match against the England Lions at Lilac

Hill in Perth.

The 35-year-old, returning after nine
months out following knee surgery,
bowled eight overs across two sessions
before leaving the field midway through
his second spell. The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) said Wood’s ab-
sence was precautionary and confirmed
he is expected to bowl again on Saturday
once the scan results are assessed.

Wood’s brief but promising spell saw
him concede 29 runs, with his pace
intact as England continue
fine-tuning ahead of the first

1\

/

dismissed before lunch. The warm-up fix-
ture marks England’s final preparation
before the high-stakes Ashes series, which
fea-

tures five Tests across Perth,

Brisbane, Adelaide, Mel-

% bourne, and Sydney.

The ECB remains con-
fident that Wood’s is-

sue is minor, empha-
| sizing the move is
“purely precaution-
ary” to ensure his
readiness for the

opener.

W
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Ashes Test, beginning Novem-
ber 21 at Perth’s Optus Stadi-
um. His recovery and fitness chs
are being closely managed, »
given his history of injuries b |
and England’s need for expe-
rienced fast bowlers on Aus-
tralian pitches. Skipper Ben
Stokes, also making a come-
back after a long layoff, im-
pressed with four wickets in
the warm-up, helping restrict
the Lions to 208-5 at tea on

TOYOTA

day one. Among his scalps

Rob Edwards Appointed Wolves Manager

on Three-and-

WOLVERHAMPTON

Premier League strugglers
Wolves have appointed Rob
Edwards as their new head
coach on a three-and-a-half-
year contract, the club con-
firmed. The 42-year-old
leaves Middlesbrough, where
he had guided the team to sec-
ond in the Championship ta-
ble, to take charge at Mo-
lineux following Vitor Perei-
ra’s sacking earlier this
month.

Edwards, returning for his
fourth spell with Wolves after
stints as a player, coach, and
interim manager, faces the
enormous task of reviving a
side that has taken just two

points from 11 league match-
es, leaving them bottom of the
table and eight points from
safety.

“I know Rob very well and
have seen his growth in dif-

2

ferent jobs,” said Wolves
chairman Jeff Shi. “He knows
the club, the fans, and the
city, and he brings tactical
awareness, leadership, and a

a-Half-Year Deal

clear identity to our team.”

Middlesbrough had initially
resisted Wolves’ approach,
but a reported £3 million
compensation package paved
the way for the move.

Edwards, who previously
managed Luton Town in the
Premier League, will be
joined by assistant Harry Wat-
ling, continuing their success-
ful partnership.

Shi described the appoint-
ment as “a new chapter” for
the club, emphasizing that
Edwards’ philosophy and en-
ergy would help rebuild mo-
rale.

Edwards’ first match in
charge will be against Crystal
Palace at home on Nov - 22.

Watson joins KKR as asst
coach for IPL 2026

KOLKATA

Former Australian
all-rounder Shane Watson
has been appointed as the
assistant coach of the Kolk-
ata Knight Riders (KKR)
for the 2026 edition of the
Indian Premier League
(IPL), the franchise an-
nounced on Thursday.
Watson, one of the most
accomplished T20 cricket-
ers of his generation, brings
a wealth of experience from
both his playing and coach-
ing careers. The 44-year-
old, who transitioned into
coaching after retiring in
2020, has held mentoring
roles across several global
leagues, including the Paki-
stan Super League and The
Hundred. In a state-
ment, Watson ex-
pressed excite-

ment about join-
V ing the KKR set-
up. “I am eager to

work closely with
the coaching group

and players to help
bring another ti-
tle to

.f'".
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NEW DELHI

Adjusting to Formats Will Be Gill’s
Biggest Test, Says Pujara

LONDON

Raheem Sterling Confronts Burglars
during Home Break-In; Family Safe

Kolkata,” he said.

A two-time ICC World
Cup winner (2007 and
2015), Watson represented
Australia in 59 Tests, 190
ODIs, and 58 T20 Interna-
tionals, scoring over 10,000
international runs and tak-
ing more than 280 wickets
across formats. In the IPL,
Watson’s career spanned 12
seasons (2008-2020),
during which he played 145
matches, scored 3,874 runs,
and registered four centu-
ries. He was part of two
championship-winning
teams — Rajasthan Royals
(2008) and Chennai Super
Kings (2018) — and was
also named Player of the
Tournament in the inaugu-
ral season. Welcoming him,
Venky Mysore, CEO of
KKR, said: “We are thrilled
to have Shane Watson join
the KKR family.

DHAKA

India’s compound archers
produced a stellar perfor-
mance at the Asian Archery
Championships, clinching
four medals — three gold and
one silver — on Thursday, led
by the experienced duo of V.
Jyothi Surekha and Abhishek
Verma.

Jyothi enjoyed a remark-
able outing, winning both the
women’s individual and team
gold medals, while Verma
contributed to India’s mixed
team gold and men’s team sil-
ver.

In the women’s individual
event, Jyothi displayed out-
standing form, defeating Chi-
nese Taipei’s Chen Si-yu
149-143 in the semifinals
before edging out her
17-year-old compatriot Prithi-
ka Pradeep 147-145 in an
all-India final. The victory
capped off India’s dominance
as both finalists came from
the same contingent.

Earlier, the trio of Jyothi,

India shines with 4
medals, including 3 gold,
at Asian Archery Ch’ships

Thrilling Grand Finale Awaits at
28th JK Tyre FMSCI National

Jyothi and

Verma lead
dominant
campaign in
Dhaka for
India’s
compound

archers

Prithika, and Deepshikha
combined brilliantly to beat
Korea 236-234 in a thrilling
women’s team final. The Indi-
an team maintained remark-
able consistency, scoring 59
in each of the four ends.

In the men’s team event,
Verma, alongside Prathamesh
Fuge and Sahil Jadhav, nar-
rowly missed gold after going
down 229-230 to Kazakhstan
in a closely contested match.
However, Verma bounced
back in style, partnering with
Deepshikha to secure a 153—
151 win over Bangladesh in
the mixed team final.

The results underscored In-
dia’s growing strength in
compound archery, with both
seasoned names and rising
stars making their mark on
the continental stage.

With three gold medals —
women’s individual, women’s
team, and mixed team — and
one silver in the men’s team
category, India reaffirmed its
dominance ahead of next
year’s World Cup circuit.

Racing Championship 2025

J€ryRrRE
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COIMBATORE

MOTORSPORT

In the LGB Formula 4,

The 28th JK Tyre FMSCI
National Racing Champi-
onship (JKNRC) is set for a
spectacular grand finale at
the Kari Motor Speedway
on November 15-16, prom-
ising high-octane action,
tight title battles, and
star-studded appearances.
Now in its 28th edition, In-
dia’s longest-running mo-
torsport championship will
also feature American rac-
ing legend and three-time
MotoGP World Champion
Freddie Spencer, who will
grace the event as a special
guest.

The finale will see fierce
competition across multiple
categories — LGB Formula
4, JK Tyre Novice Cup,
Royal Enfield Continental
GT Cup, and the newly in-
troduced JK Tyre Levitas
Cup — along with the pen-
ultimate round of the
FIA-certified Formula 4
Indian Championship, part
of the Indian Racing Festi-
val 2025.

the country’s premier sin-
gle-seater category, Diljith
TS (Dark Don Racing)
leads the standings with 53
points, followed by Dhruvh
Goswami (MSport Racing)
on 45. The title race re-
mains wide open heading
into the final round.

The Royal Enfield Conti-
nental GT Cup will feature
a Pro-Am showdown on
powerful GT-R650s. Ben-
galuru’s Anish Shetty leads
the Professional class,
while Bryan Nicholas
(Puducherry) tops the Am-
ateur standings.

The JK Tyre Levitas Cup,
debuting this season with
performance-tuned Maruti
Suzuki Ignis cars, has pro-
duced tight battles, with
Ashwin Pugalagiri and Ba-
laji Raju tied at 32 points.

Meanwhile, in the JK
Tyre Novice Cup, Abhijit
Vadavalli (Momentum Mo-
torsports) leads by just two
points, ensuring a nail-bit-
ing finish as India’s future
racing stars vie for glory.

SYDNEY

Gaulff, Fritz Lead U.S. Title Defence

at United Cup

ormer India batter Cheteshwar

Pujara believes Shubman Gill’s
biggest challenge as captain will be
adapting swiftly between formats
but expressed confidence in the
youngster’s maturity and focus.
¢eShubman is still young and

doesn’t have a heavy workload,
but mentally, switching between
formats can be tough,” Pujara said

ahead of the first Test against South
Africa in Kolkata. “He led in ODIs,
played T20s, and now returns to
red-ball cricket — that transition
demands patience and tempera-
ment.”Pujara also backed Dhruv
Jurel’s inclusion to strengthen the
batting lineup and called the series
crucial for Sai Sudharsan, who con-
tinues at No. 3.

helsea winger Raheem Ster-

ling confronted burglars who
broke into his Berkshire home
evening while his partner Paige
Milian and their children were in-
side.

The intruders fled before steal-
ing anything after being disturbed
by the 30-year-old footballer, re-
ports said. A spokesperson con-

firmed Sterling and his family
were unharmed, though “deeply
shaken” by the incident. “We are
thankful that Raheem and his
loved ones are all safe,” the state-
ment read. Sterling’s home was
also targeted in 2022, when valu-
ables worth £300,000 were stolen,
forcing him to leave the World
Cup in Qatar early.

- {

orld No. 3 Coco Gauff and No.

6 Taylor Fritz will headline the
United States’ title defence at the
United Cup mixed-team event in
Australia, organisers announced
Thursday. The defending champions
will once again face strong competi-
tion from Iga Swiatek’s Poland, who
they narrowly defeated in January’s
final. The 2026 edition, scheduled

from January 2—11 in Sydney and
Perth, will feature 18 nations, with
each tie comprising men’s and wom-
en’s singles and mixed doubles. Ger-
many’s Alexander Zverev, Japan’s
Naomi Osaka, and Britain’s Emma
Raducanu are among other top
names confirmed for the tournament,
which serves as a key warm-up to
the Australian Open.




he much-anticipated

film Mark, starring pop-

ular actor Kiccha
Sudeep, has completed its
shooting, bringing excitement
to fans across the country. The
movie’s teaser, which recently
broke records, has already
generated massive buzz, and
the latest update has only add-
ed to the anticipation.

The final phase of filming
took place on Kanakapura
Road in Bengaluru, where the
team wrapped up the shoot
with a fun celebration that in-
cluded smashing pumpkins.
With shooting now complete,
the crew has moved on to
post-production, focusing on
editing, visual effects,
and sound design to ensure a
thrilling final product for audi-
ences.

Mark brings together
Sudeep and Vijay Kartikeya,
whose earlier collaboration in
the film Max won widespread
appreciation. In this new ven-

ture, Sudeep reprises the role
of a determined police officer,
portraying Ajay Markande,
promising high-octane action

and gripping drama.

The film features cinema-
tography by Shekhar Chandra
and a musical score composed
by Ajaneesh B. Loknath,
which is expected to enhance
the film’s intense action se-
quences. Produced jointly by
Satyajyothi Films and Kiccha
Creations, Mark has been de-
signed to appeal to both action
enthusiasts and general audi-
ences alike.

Excitement is building for
the film’s release, scheduled
for December 25, coinciding
with the Christmas festivities.
Fans are cagerly awaiting
the big-screen arrival of
Sudeep’s action-packed per-
formance and the dynamic
chemistry between the
lead actors. With shooting
completed and post-produc-
tion underway, Mark is set to
be a major holiday entertainer,
promising thrills, drama,
and unforgettable cinematic
moments.

Crew wind-up Sudeep-starrer

‘Marik’ shooting

Excitementis buil
film’s release, scheduled for

December25,coinci ing'
Christmas festivities

‘Newcomers 1979’ poster out

Aftor Chethan of ‘Aa Dinga-
u’ fame released the poster
of the film 1979, which has
been prepared by new talents,
and wished the team all the best.
Sportsman, Rajyotsava award
winner Dr. B.M. Srinivas,
Beeramanahalli has produced it
under Manam Movie Makers in
memory of his father. The story,
screenplay, dialogues have been

written and directed by Push-
paraj. The tagline will be ‘Un-
told Story’. Ajju, Pranvi, Sujith,
Amrutha, who appear in the
lead roles, shared their experi-
ences of acting in their youth
and old age. The rest have been
colored by Durga, Preeti, Tak-
sharam, Niranjan, Dhanush etc.
Music is by Jaswant Pasupuleti,
cinematography by Chalaki

ding for the

ding with the

Charan, editing by Vasanth, col-
orist by Deepak Kondur. The
shooting has been done in Ko-
lar, Theralli, and Yaragola.
Speaking on the occasion, the
director said that an attempt has
been made to show some ele-
ments of the fictional story
based on true events that took
place in West Bengal from 1904
to 1979 in a commercial form.

Director Sundar C
exits Rajinikanth film

In a surprising development,
ace director Sundar C has
stepped down from Superstar
Rajinikanth’s upcoming film,
tentatively titled Thalai-
varl73. The project, produced
by Kamal Haasan’s Raaj Ka-
mal Films International, had
generated significant excite-
ment among fans and industry
insiders alike.

On Thursday, Sundar C is-
sued a statement citing un-
foreseen and unavoidable cir-
cumstances as the reason for
his decision to exit the presti-
gious project. He described the
opportunity to work with Ra-
jinikanth and Kamal Haasan as
a dream come true, expressing
gratitude for the trust and guid-
ance offered by the two stal-
warts of Tamil cinema.

In his statement titled A
Heartfelt Note to My Dearest
Fans and Well-Wishers, Sun-
dar C said he would always
cherish the special moments
shared with the legends and
that their inspiration would
continue to guide him in fu-

ture projects. He also thanked
fans for their support, apolo-
gising for any disappointment
caused by his departure and
promising to continue deliv-
ering entertaining films.

Sundar C, known as one of
Tamil cinema’s finest com-
mercial directors and husband
of actress-politician Khushbu,
emphasised that he would still
seek guidance from both Ra-
jinikanth and Kamal Haasan
despite stepping back from
the film. His announcement
has left fans and the industry
speculating on the future di-
rection of Thalaivar173 and
who might helm the project
next.

The exit marks an unex-
pected twist for one of Tamil
cinema’s most anticipated
ventures, highlighting the un-
predictable nature of film-
making, even for projects in-
volving the industry’s biggest
icons. Fans now await further
updates on the director’s re-
placement and the project’s
progress.
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