
CHENNAI

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and 
A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  h a v e 
emerged as the top five export 
ready states of India, among 
the large states category, in 
the NITI Aayog’s Export Pre-
paredness Index 2024.
As per the index released on 
Wednesday, Maharashtra top-
pled Tamil Nadu from a slot it 
had held for several years, to 
become the Number 1 in 2024 
ranking which takes into ac-
count performance during FY 
‘22-F’Y24 The latest edition 
of the index shows Maharash-
tra consolidating its advan-
tage across infrastructure, in-
dustrial depth, export out-

comes and governance at a 
time when global trade condi-
tions remain extremely uncer-
tain and competition for mar-
kets is intensifying.
Maharashtra’s rise to the top 
signals that it has been able to 
combine its long-established 
role as a commercial and fi-
nancial hub with a more fo-
cused push on export-oriented 
manufacturing, services and 
logistics. A key driver of Ma-
harashtra’s lead has been the 
breadth of its export base. 
From automobiles, engineer-
ing goods and chemicals to 
pharmaceuticals, information 
technology and business ser-
vices, the state benefits from 
a mix of high-value manufac-
turing and services that cush-

ions it against volatility in any 
one sector. Mumbai and Pune 
continue to anchor financial, 
technology and design capa-
bilities, while industrial belts 
across the state support large 
exporters and a growing eco-
system of smaller firms feed-
ing into global supply chains. 
Tamil Nadu, which slipped to 
second place, remains one of 
India’s strongest export en-

gines, particularly in automo-
biles, electronics, machinery 
and textiles. Gujarat, close 
behind in third place, contin-
ues to leverage its ports

Maha topples TN to emerge as most export-ready state
KICKER: CRUISING ON EXPORT HIGHWAY
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The Truth Speaks

'Leave Iran by any means'  
India issues urgent advisory 

The Indian embassy in Tehran also asked citizens to keep their travel and immigration documents ready

RISING UNREST

TEHRAN
 

As the situation in Iran re-
mains volatile with reports 
indicating over 2,500 
deaths and widespread civ-
il unrest, the Indian Embas-
sy in Tehran on Wednesday 
issued a fresh advisory for 
its nationals currently in 
Iran to leave the country 
using available means, in-
cluding commercial flights.

The notice serves as a sig-
nificant update to the previ-
ous advisory issued by the 
Government of India on Jan-
uary 5, reflecting a worsening 

security situation across Iran.
“In view of the evolving 

situation in Iran, Indian na-
tionals who are currently in 
Iran (students, pilgrims, 
business persons and tour-
ists) are advised to leave 
Iran by available means of 
transport, including com-
mercial flights,” the embas-
sy stated in its advisory. 

There are approximate-
ly 10,000 Indians in Iran, 
including many students. 
Iran is also visited every 
year by thousands of Shia 
pilgrims from different 
parts of India.

Iran has been hit by anti-government protests in recent days, os-
tensibly over economic hardships, but leaders of Iran have blamed 
external intelligence networks of arming and funding insurgents to 

attack the country and create unrest.

Guidelines for citizens
The embassy has outlined several critical safety 

measures for Indian citizens and Persons of Indian 
Origin (PIOs) staying back in Iran.

n �Avoid areas of protests: All nationals are reiterated to 
exercise extreme caution and strictly avoid areas of 
protests or demonstrations, and closely monitor news 
as well as the website and social media handles of 
the Embassy of India in Tehran.

n �Stay connected with enbassy: All Indians should stay 
in constant touch with the Indian embassy in Iran and 
monitor local media for realtime developments.

n �Keep documents ready: Citizens are requested to 
keep their travel and immigration documents, includ-
ing passports and IDs, readily available with them.

Register with embassy
To avoid communication gaps, authorities have asked 
all Indian nationals in Iran, who have not yet registered 
with the embassy to do so immediately via the official 

portal (https://www.meaers.com/request/home). 
The link is available on the embassy website. “In case 

any Indian national is unable to register due to internet 
disruptions in Iran, their families in India are requested 

to do so,” the statement added.

Avoid travelling to Iran until further notice : MEA
New Delhi: The Ministry of External Affairs also advised Indians against travelling to Iran. 

In an advisory issued on Wednesday, the Ministry stated, "In view of the ongoing devel-
opments in Iran, Indian nationals are once again strongly advised to avoid travel to the 

Islamic Republic of Iran until further notice."

Emergency helplines
+989128109115;+989128109109; 
+989128109102; +989932179359

Received a call from Iranian 
Foreign Minister Seyed 

Abbas Araghchi. We 
discussed the evolving 

situation in and around Iran.
—S Jaishankar, EAM Email: cons.tehran@mea.gov.in 

Tamil civilisation 
one of oldest in 
world: PM Modi

NEW DELHI
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
while greeting people of Tamil 
Nadu and Tamils across the 
globe on the occasion of Pon-
gal on Wednesday said it's a 
shining symbol of the richness 
of Tamil traditions.

Attending the Pongal cele-
brations at the residence of 
Union Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting L Murugan, 
Modi said Tamils have histori-
cally treated land like gold and 
nature like their own eyes. 

The PM ceremonially pre-
pared Pongal, chanting “Pon-
galo Pongal” marking formal 
inauguration of the celebra-
tions. Around the world, the 
Tamil community and those 
who cherish Tamil culture cel-
ebrate Pongal with great en-
thusiasm, and he was proud to 
be among them.

"Tamil culture was one of 
the oldest living civilisations 
in the world and embodied 
centuries of wisdom and tradi-
tion that draw lessons from 
history to guide the way to-
ward the future," he said.

"Inspired by this legacy, to-

day's India draws strength 
from its cultural roots as it 
moves forward," he added.

Modi set to sound 
poll bugle in TN on 

January 23 
Chennai: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will 
begin his campaign for 
the Assembly elections 

in Tamil Nadu on January 
23 by addressing a public 
rally alongside leaders of 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA). The BJP 

wrapped up 2025 by 
stunning everyone with 

its electoral performance. 
In the beginning of the 

year, the party swept the 
Delhi assembly elections 
and wind up the year by 
reinstalling the 'Double 
Engine Sarkaar' in Bihar.

After defending the North, 
it's time for the saffron 
brigade to battle it out 

to crack the south. After 
the PMK joined the NDA 

last week, the BJP and its 
ally AIADMK are making 
all efforts to AMMK and 
DMDK into the NDA fold.

Key findings of 
EPI 2024 report

n �Maharashtra secured 
the top rank among 
large states with a 
score of 68.01.

n �Tamil Nadu followed 
in second place.

n �The top five “leader” 
states are Maharash-
tra, Tamil Nadu, Gu-
jarat, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Andhra Pradesh.

METHODOLOGY 
CHANGE

NITI Aayog noted that the 
EPI 2024 rankings are not 
directly comparable to the 

EPI 2022 due to chang-
es in the assessment 

methodology, which now 
includes a sharper empha-

sis on logistics, MSMEs, 
human capital, cost com-
petitiveness, and access 

to finance.

KEY DRIVER
Maharashtra's success is 
attributed to its diversi-

fied export base, port-led 
infrastructure, and strong 

industrial ecosystem.

‘Extreme pollution in Delhi’ 
Danish shuttler pulls out of India Open
NEW DELHI

 
Badminton men's singles 
world No. 3 Anders Antonsen 
on Wednesday (January 14) 
said he pulled out of the ongo-
ing India Open due to "ex-

treme" air pollution in Delhi.
The four-time World Cham-

pionship medallist paid a fine 
of $5,000 to the Badminton 
World Federation (BWF) for 
his decision. 

"Many are curious why I 
have pulled out of the India 
Open for the third consecutive 
year. Due to the extreme pol-
lution in Delhi at the moment, 
I don't think it's a place to 
host a badminton tourna-
ment," Antonsen wrote on his 
Instagram page.

He also shared a screenshot 
of Delhi's Air Quality Index 
(AQI) reading, which showed 
348 and categorised the con-
ditions as hazardous, on Ins-
tagram.Antonsen's move 
comes a day after fellow 
Dane Mia Blichfeldt criticised 
the playing conditions at the 
$950,000 event.

FLORAL FIESTA

Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar inaugurated the Republic Day Flower Show at Lalbagh in Bengaluru on  
Wednesday. The 13-day show titled ‘The Journey of Tejaswi’, which will go on till January 31, will be a tribute to the life, 
literature and environmental legacy of polymath Kannada writer KP Poornachandra Tejaswi.                                 CH PHOTO

'Zubeen Garg was drunk, 
declined life jacket'

SINGAPORE
  

Popular Indian singer-song-
writer Zubeen Garg was “se-
verely intoxicated" and had 
drowned off Lazarus Island in 
Singapore after declining a 
life jacket in September 2025, 
a police investigator told a 
coroner’s court on 
Wednesday.

As per reports, As-
sistant Superinten-
dent of Police David 
Lim, from the Police 
Coast Guard, testi-
fied that Garg had 
consumed alcohol and refused 
to wear a life jacket before 
entering the water from a 
yacht on September 19, 2025. 

The singer initially wore a 
life jacket but removed it and 
later declined to put on a sec-
ond one offered to him, the 
chief investigating officer told 

the court.
Garg (52), who was in Sin-

gapore to perform at the 
North East India Festival the 
following day, later became 
motionless and was seen 
floating face down as his 
friends tried to persuade him 
to swim back to the vessel, it 

stated.
Garg was prompt-

ly rescued back to 
the yacht and cardio-
pulmonary resuscita-
tion (CPR) was ad-
ministered to him. 
He was taken to Sin-

gapore General Hospital and 
pronounced dead later that 
day. The cause of death was 
determined to be drowning.

The singer had a medical 
history of hypertension and 
epilepsy, with his last known 
epileptic episode in 2024, the 
court was told.

VB-G RAM G row: K'taka joint 
legislature session from Jan 22 

BENGALURU
 

A joint session of the Karna-
taka legislature will begin on 
January 22, which will dis-
cuss the Central Govern-
ment's move to repeal the 
MGNREGA, the Cabinet de-
cided on Wednesday.

The session will revolve 
around the Viksit Bharat— 
Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
(VB—G RAM G) Bil l , 
2025, that replaced the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA). The ses-
sion is expected to be held 

from January 22 to 31.
Addressing reporters after 

the special Cabinet meeting, 
Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister HK Patil said 
that the Cabinet had passed 
three resolutions.

“The joint session of the 
Assembly and Council will 
be held from January 22, 
and it was also decided to 
invite the Governor to ad-
dress it. There will be a spe-
cial discussion and a deci-
sion will be taken on the VB 
—G RAM G Act to create 
awareness about its so-
cio-economic impact amongst 
people.”
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Sankranti Celebrations 
at Pinjarapole 

MYSURU
 

On the occasion of the Sank-
ranti festival, Apoorva Sneha 
Balaga celebrated the festival 
in a meaningful way at Pin-
jarapole, located at the foot-
hills of Chamundi Hill in My-
suru on Wednesday.

As part of the celebrations, 
yellu-bella (a traditional Sank-
ranti mixture of sesame and 
jaggery) was distributed to go-
palakas (cowherds), and jag-
gery was offered to the cows, 
conveying festive greetings.

Apoorva Suresh extended his 
best wishes to the farmers of the 
state during this harvest season 
and expressed hope that happi-
ness, prosperity, and abundance 

would prevail across the land. 
The society must protect and 
nurture cows by understanding 
their importance.

Those present on the occa-
s ion included Apoorva 

Suresh, Anand Jatti Prasad, 
Doora Rajanna, Vinod, Shivu 
of Gaurishankarnagar, Adar-
sha, Srikanth Kashyap, Ram-
achandra, Shivalingaswamy, 
Jayasimha, and others.

Birthday of Sri Sri Dattavijayananda 
Tirtha Swamiji Celebrated 

MYSURU
 

The birthday of the junior pon-
tiff of the Sri Ganapathi Sach-
chidananda Ashram, Mysuru, 
Sri Dattavijayananda Tirtha 
Swamiji, was celebrated with 
joy at the Arunodaya School 
for Children with Disabilities 
by the ashram volunteers.

On the occasion, Sankranti 
festival greetings were con-
veyed and yellu-bella (a tradi-
tional Sankranti offering made 
of sesame and jaggery) was 
distributed to the different-
ly-abled children as part of the 
celebrations.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Cable Mahesh said that the 
junior Swamiji is following in 
the footsteps of the senior 

pontiff. The ashram is pro-
gressing on a noble path and 
rendering dedicated service to 
the poor and the needy. The 
ashram has become a spiritual 

powerhouse for Mysuru.
Former corporator of My-

sore City M Ramprasad said 
that they have been witnessing 
the service activities of the 

ashram since their childhood. 
The continuous help extended 
to many people has been a 
source of inspiration in his 
public work. During the Covid 
pandemic, the ashram distrib-
uted food to the poor and con-
tinues to conduct daily Anna-
dasoha (free food service). 
These efforts as sustained ini-
tiatives to preserve Sanatana 
Dharma and prayed that God 
grant more strength and bless-
ings to the junior pontiff, Sri 
Dattavijayananda Tirtha Swa-
miji, to continue his service.

Doora Rajanna, Nagendra, 
Jayasimha, Sandeep, Anand, 
Suchindra, Chakrapani, along 
with the staff of the Arunoday 
Trust and the children were 
present.

JSS University hosts VCs’ Leadership Conclave to 
prepare a roadmap for Global Higher Education

MYSURU
 

In a significant step towards 
shaping the future of higher 
education through collective 
leadership and collaboration, 
the JSS University convened 
a Vice Chancellors’ Leader-
ship Conclave at Mysuru, 
bringing together the academ-
ic leadership of its four uni-
versities.

Those who attended the 
conclave included,  Dr. H. 
Basavannagowdappa, Vice 
Chancellor, JSS Academy of 
Higher Education & Research 
(AHER), Mysuru, 

Dr. A. N. Santhosh Kumar, 
Vice Chancellor, JSS Science 
& Technology University 
(JSS STU), Mysuru,  Dr. H. 
R. Mahadevaswamy, Vice 
Chancellor, JSS University, 
Noida and  Dr. Praveen Mo-
hadeb, Vice Chancellor, JSS 
AHER, Mauritius.

The conclave marked an 
important milestone in rein-
forcing the JSS University 
System as a globally engaged, 
values-driven, and collabora-
tive academic ecosystem that 
transcends individual institu-
tional boundaries while fully 
respecting their autonomy.

The conclave was held un-

der the blessings of Sri Shi-
varathri Deshikendra Mahas-
wamiji, Chancellor of all four 
universities and head of Sri 
Suttur Math. His blessings to 
the Vice Chancellors and se-
nior leadership reaffirmed the 
moral and spiritual foundation 
that has long guided the JSS 
educational movement.

Setting the Context for the 
Future
Opening the conclave, Dr. B. 
Suresh, Pro-Chancellor, JSS 
University emphasised that 
the gathering was not a rou-
tine administrative meeting, 
but a moment of collective 
reflection and shared respon-
sibility at a time when higher 
education globally is undergo-
ing structural transformation. 
The walls and moats will not 

protect universities in the fu-
ture, and that innovation, col-
laboration, and shared pur-
pose will. 

He further noted that while 
each JSS university has its 
own distinct identity and stat-
utory framework, together 
they represent a multi-disci-
plinary, multi-campus, and 
multi-country university sys-
tem, bound by common val-
ues and a shared legacy.

Dr. C. G. Betsurmath, Ex-
ecutive Secretary, JSS Ma-
havidyapeetha, set a reflective 
and purposeful tone for the 
conclave. He highlighted the 
importance of bringing aca-
demic leaders together to 
think beyond structures and 
silos, and how such leader-
ship dialogues shape resilient, 
future-ready institutions.

The day-long deliberations 
focused on research and doc-
toral ecosystems, internation-
alisation and global reputa-
tion, innovation and societal 
impact, academic leadership 
and governance, and digital 
transformation. Senior aca-
demic and administrative 
leaders, including Registrars 
and key officials, were also 
present and contributed to the 
discussions, ensuring align-
ment between leadership vi-
sion and execution.

The conclave concluded 
with the adoption of a Draft 
JSS University System Char-
ter, articulating a shared vi-
sion, guiding principles, and a 
collaborative roadmap for the 
future, anchored in the philos-
ophy of “One Vision, Many 
Expressions.”

MCCI supports Skanray Aviation 
for operating flights to Mysuru

MYSURU

Mysuru Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry has ex-
pressed its support  for a land-
mark initiative by a local en-
terprise—Skanray Technolo-
gies, a company and a re-
nowned leader in medical 
electronics, which is is poised 
to launch its regional airline, 
Skanjet Aviation, with Mysu-
ru as its operational base.

In a press release here, 
K.B.Lingaraju, president of 
MCCI has said, Mysuru is 
rapidly evolving into a hub 
for Education, IT, Wellness 
Tourism, and Agrotech. De-
spite this potential, the city’s 
economic growth has often 
been bottlenecked by limited 
air connectivity. The proposed 
launch of Skanjet in April 
2026, starting with three 
ATR-72 aircraft, represents a 
significant private-sector 
commitment to the Prime 

Minister’s UDAN (Ude Desh 
Ka Aam Nagrik) vision. The 
MCCI believes that Skanjet’s 
proposed routes—connecting 
Mysuru directly to cities like 
Hyderabad, Chennai, Goa, 
Kochi, Mangaluru, and Mum-
bai—will be a game-changer.

The president said the 
Skanjet is currently in the 
process of seeking necessary 
statutory clearances and oper-
ating licenses from the DGCA 
and your esteemed Ministry. 

Given the strategic impor-
tance of this project for the 
regional development of 
Southern Karnataka, the 
Union Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion must expedite the ap-
proval process. The business 
community of Mysuru stands 
firmly behind this indigenous 
initiative. With his visionary 
leadership and support, Skan-
jet will help transform Mysu-
ru into a vital node in India’s 
aviation map.

MYSURU
 

On the occasion of the Sank-
ranti festival, the citizens of 
the cultural city of Mysuru 
are being offered a golden op-
portunity once again. Under 
the auspices of the National 
Handloom Development Cor-
poration Limited (NHDC), 
the “Silk Fab” Silk Sarees and 
Handloom Products Exhibi-
tion-cum-Sale has been

organized at JSS Mysuru 
Urban Haat, Hebbal Industrial 
Area, Ring Road, Mysuru.

The exhibition will be up to 
January 17 will be open to the 
public every day from 11:00 
AM to 8:00 PM. Entry is free 
for all visitors. Being orga-
nized in Mysuru for the sec-
ond time, the “Silk Fab” fair 
stands out

for its uniqueness, diversity, 
and wide public appeal. A 
wide range of silk sarees, han-
dloom products, and handi-
crafts from different parts of 
the country are available un-
der one roof. The exhibition 
provides a rare opportunity 
for customers to purchase 
high-quality products at af-
fordable prices directly from 
the weavers, without the in-

volvement of middlemen. 
This year, more than 60 han-
dloom weavers and artisans 
from across the country are 
participating, showcasing 
products from over 19 Indian 
states.

The exhibition features an 
extensive collection including 
Karnataka silk and cotton sa-
rees, bed sheets and floor cov-
erings; pure Kanchipuram silk 
sarees; Tussar silk sarees from 
Bihar and Jharkhand; Kantha, 
Baluchari, and Batik sarees 
from West Bengal; Banarasi 
silk and Chikankari embroi-
dered sarees from Uttar 
Pradesh; Chanderi and Ma-
heshwari silk sarees from 
Madhya Pradesh; Sambalpuri, 
Ikat, and Bomkai sarees from 
Odisha; Pashmina shawls from 
Kashmir; Gadwal, Kalamkari, 
and Pochampally sarees from 
Andhra Pradesh; sarees from 
Chhattisgarh; furnishing 
products from Haryana; 
stoles and bed sheets from 
Manipur; sarees and dress 
materials from Maharashtra 
and Rajasthan; silk sarees 
and dress materials from As-
sam, along with a wide vari-
ety of handcrafted items 
made by skilled artisans.

“Silk Fab” Handloom 
and Silk Saree expo at 

JSS Mysuru Urban Haat

MLC Dr Yatindra opens ‘Dr Yatindra 
Siddaramaiah Janata Library

MYSURU
 

MLC Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah opined that a well-ed-
ucated and civilized society 
is possible through the habit 
of reading books.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Dr. Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah Janata Reading 
Room, newly established 
and made available free of 
cost by Dr. Beerappa H. at 
D. Salundi village in Mysu-
ru taluk, he said that librar-
ies are an absolute necessity 
for today’s society. Students 
should engage not only in 
textbook learning but also in 
extracurricular reading, as 
this enhances their worldly 
knowledge. The books pro-
vide the self-confidence, 
hope, and foresight required 
in life, and that these values 
must be acquired through 
reading. Reading creates 
positive stimulation in a 
person and brings alertness 
and dynamism. While new 
media and social network-
ing platforms have increas-
ingly occupied people’s at-
tention that everyone must 
turn back toward books.

He appreciated Dr. Beer-
appa for opening a free li-
brary and said such exem-
plary, socially oriented ini-

tiatives should increase. 
Everyone should develop 
concern for society and 
spread human values.

Dr. Beerappa H said that 
as someone who has earned 
a PhD academically wished 
to do something meaningful 
for his native village. There 
is happiness in establishing 
this free library in the name 
of Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah, a leader who under-
stands the value of knowl-
edge, practices simplicity, 
and follows ideals with ma-
turity in today’s political 
landscape.

He explained that earlier, 

village youth had to travel 
to urban areas and pay 
monthly fees to use librar-
ies. Therefore, he estab-
lished this library in the vil-
lage itself, free of cost and 
equipped with all necessary 
facilities. A free coaching 
for competitive examina-
tions would be provided on 
weekends.

Those present at the pro-
gram included Rakesh Papan-
na, Kenchappa, Hucchegow-
da, Basappa, Marappa, Chan-
dru, Shivaraj B., Ravikumar, 
Ashwath Narayan, Chandru, 
Gaddabasappa, Basavaraju, 
Bhaskar, Rajesh, and others.

“Establish Automobile 
and EV Manufacturing 

Cluster in Mysuru”
MYSURU

 
Mysuru-Kodagu MP Yaduveer 
Krishnadatta Chamaraja Wadi-
yar has appealed to Union Min-
ister for Heavy Industries H. D. 
Kumaraswamy to establish an 
automobile and electric vehicle 
(EV) manufacturing cluster in 
Mysuru. In a press release here, 
he said there is a strong need to 
give further impetus to industri-
al development in Mysuru, one 
of Karnataka’s major cities and 
a renowned cultural centre. He 
met Kumaraswamy and submit-
ted a memorandum urging that 
priority be given to the overall 
development of the Mysuru par-
liamentary constituency.
Excellent Connectivity
Yaduveer said Mysuru enjoys 
excellent connectivity to Ben-
galuru, Chennai, and Kerala 
through national highways, ex-
pressways, and rail networks. 
The city is also well connected 
to the international airports at 
Bengaluru and Kannur. In this 
backdrop, establishing automo-
bile and vehicle manufacturing 

units in Mysuru would be high-
ly advantageous. Mysuru is 
home to engineering colleges, 
polytechnic institutions, and 
research centres, and offers 
strong technical training facili-
ties. The city has adequate land 
availability, low congestion, a 
high quality of life, and an in-
dustry-friendly environment.

Establishing an automobile 
and EV manufacturing cluster 
in Mysuru would not only 
boost industrial growth but also 
create thousands of direct and 
indirect employment opportu-
nities for the youth. It would 
support allied sectors such as 
auto components, batteries, 
electronics, and logistics, Yadu-
veer explained.

Ex-MLA urges youth to stay away from alchohol
MYSURU

 
Former MLA H.P. Manjunath 
said that whenever elections 
are held, the number of peo-
ple consuming alcohol in-
creases. With every election, 
the stench of liquor only in-
tensifies. It is unfortunate that 
the youth are getting trapped 
in this vicious cycle.

He was speaking at the 
valedictory of the 10-day 56th 
free de-addiction camp, or-
ganised as part of the 6th an-
niversary of the Basavamarga 
De-addiction and Rehabilita-

tion Centre located here on 
Wendesday. 

Manjunath said he had 
been elected as MLA from 
the Hunsur constituency 
three times, and there has 
never been a history of con-
ducting elections by distrib-
uting liquor in that constitu-
ency. During his 15 years in 
office, he did not permit the 
opening of even a single bar 
in his constituency. Howev-
er, after his defeat, as many 
as 15 bars have sprung up 
there. “ Who is benefiting 
from this. The youth of the 

constituency are falling prey 
to alcohol addiction and ru-
ining their lives”.

He also expressed concern 
that even Mysuru, known for 

its culture, is now reeling un-
der various unseen illegal ac-
tivities. A few years ago, gan-
ja and drugs were flowing 
freely from Goa to Mysuru. 

At that time, he was the first 
to raise his voice against this 
and led a struggle. Efforts 
were made to get the flight 
operating on that route can-
celled. Despite all precau-
tions, isolated cases continue 
to occur. The matter has been 
brought to the attention of the 
Mysuru MP Yaduveer Krish-
nadatta Chamaraja Wadiyar 
and steps are being taken to 
curb it. Building an addic-
tion-free society is not just the 
responsibility of elected rep-
resentatives or officials, but 
the duty of every individual.
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A Sweet Beginning to the Year 
Sankranti Eve Brings Colour and Cheer to Mysore
MYSURU

On the eve of Makara Sank-
ranti, Mysore wore a glow 
that feels both ancient and 
fresh, as though the city itself 
pauses to welcome the first 
Hindu festival of the year 
2026 with folded hands and a 
hopeful smile.

 The air carries a gentle 
buzz — part devotion, part 
celebration — rising from 
streets, markets, temples, and 
homes alike. Nowhere is this 
mood more vivid than in the 
bustling markets. Devaraja 
Market, the beating heart of 
old Mysore, turns into a living 
canvas of colour and sound. 
Heaps of white sesame seeds 
(yellu) shimmer under hang-
ing bulbs, while golden slabs 
of jaggery (bella) are stacked 
neatly, their earthy sweetness 
perfuming the air. Vendors 
call out prices in rhythmic 
Kannada, their voices weav-
ing into a familiar Sankranti 

chorus. Shoppers — women 
with flower-laden hair, elderly 
couples, young parents with 
children in tow — move pa-
tiently from stall to stall, 
weighing jaggery with prac-
ticed fingers and tasting sesa-
me with knowing nods.

Sugarcane stalks stand tall 
at street corners like green 
sentinels, their crisp freshness 
symbolising abundance. Bun-
dles of turmeric roots, bright 
marigolds, ripe bananas and 
coconuts fill baskets meant 
for pooja and sharing. The rit-
ual exchange of “yellu-bella”, 
with its timeless message of 
sweetness in words and har-
mony in life, seems to echo 
not just in homes but across 
the entire city.

As dusk approaches, My-
sore slows without losing its 
energy. Temple bells ring lon-
ger, lamps are lit earlier, and 
kolams bloom at doorsteps in 
white, yellow and red. The 
city feels grounded — not 

loud, not hurried — but deep-
ly festive in a way only My-
sore knows. The heritage city 
carries its celebrations with 
grace, blending tradition with 
quiet joy.

For many, Makara Sankran-
ti marks more than a harvest 
festival. It is a new beginning, 
the first auspicious moment of 
the year, when the sun’s north-
ward journey mirrors renewed 
hope in people’s hearts. Con-
versations drift toward prayers 

for good health, better rains, 
stable livelihoods and peaceful 
days ahead.

On this Sankranti eve, My-
sore does not shout its cele-
bration; it glows. In the 
warmth of jaggery, the earth-
iness of sesame, and the 
shared smiles across market 
lanes, the city gently reminds 
everyone that the sweetest be-
ginnings are often the sim-
plest — rooted in tradition, 
community, and faith.

Mysuru Traffic cops donate 
blood to save 'precious lives' 
MYSURU

 
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (Crime and Traffic) 
K.S.Sundar Raj said since 
traffic police know the trou-
bles caused by blood loss and 
the difficulties when blood 
isn't available in hospitals, 
they took the initiative to or-
ganize this blood donation 
camp to motivate the public.

He was speaking at a vol-
untary blood donation camp 
organised by the Commis-
sionerate of Police of Mysuru 
in association with a private 
hospi tal  in  Mysuru on 
Wednesday in which 65 con-
stables and 5 civilians donat-
ed blood.

The DCP said that one bottle 
of blood can treat three pa-
tients in the hospital. As traffic 
police witness road accidents 
daily and understand the pain, 
deaths, and causes better than 
anyone else, while the general 
public often thinks "it hap-
pened to them, it won't happen 
to me". During accidents, 
blood loss is critical - it reduc-
es oxygen supply to the brain, 
damages blood cells or causes 
death, and when blood flow 
decreases, organs stop work-
ing. People need blood for var-
ious reasons: surgery, anemia, 
cancer patients, and acci-
dent-related injuries. However, 
many don't donate blood either 
due to misconceptions or lack 
of proper understanding.

Sundar Raj said donating 
blood helps others while also 
benefiting the donor - blood 
regenerates, new cells are cre-
ated, making donors more en-
ergetic and improving their 
health. Beyond physical bene-
fits, there's immense self-satis-
faction and emotional fulfill-
ment knowing you've helped 
an unknown person. Everyone 
must continue donating blood 
regularly and become role 
models for society.

City Police Commissioner 
Seema Latkar appreciated 
traffic officers who witness 
blood, dead bodies, hospital 
visits, and grieving relatives 
daily - their day starts and 
ends with such negative expe-
riences. Despite this, they per-
form their duty with strong 
minds just to save lives, be-
cause "saving one life is im-
portant". They follow up on 
victims in hospitals, hoping to 

save lives even when preven-
tion on the road fails. The 
blood donation camp sends a 
very good message of saving 
lives. Second, it represents 
community service, bringing 
police closer to doctors and 
blood donors. Third, and most 
importantly, all doctors agree 
that donating blood helps cir-
culate new blood - everyone 
says blood should be donated 
once every six months so old 
blood goes out and new blood 
comes in, providing many 
health benefits.

She lauded all staff mem-
bers who voluntarily donated 
blood and encouraged the 
public to donate more. Ac-
cording to ACP Shivashankar, 
one bottle can save three peo-
ple. The police will create as 
much awareness as possible, 
not to trouble people but with 
one motto - "we have to save 

life". They appreciate all offi-
cers for organizing the pro-
gram well with good partici-
pation and thank everyone for 
inviting them.  

Assistant Commissioner of 
Police (Traffic) Shivashankar 
said road accident victims 
often die from blood loss - 
when blood loss occurs, oxy-
gen supply to the brain de-
creases, blood cells get dam-
aged, organs stop function-
ing, and death occurs. The 
cops, particularly traffic offi-
cers, witness blood being 
spilled on roads daily and 
understand the importance of 
communicating this to the 
public. The Road Safety 
Week from January 21 will 
be extended to Road Safety 
Month throughout January, 
organizing daily programs 
through the traffic system. 
Everyone must participate, 
create awareness, and ensure 
their colleagues understand 
the importance of mandatory 
helmet use for two-wheeler 
riders,  avoiding mobile 
phone use while driving, and 
wearing seatbelts in cars.

Road accident statistics- 
A reality check
n �Mysuru City (Annual):

n �Around 1,000 accident 
cases

n �1,000–1,100 injured 
(minor & major)

n �160–170 deaths

Mysuru District:
n �Nearly 2,500 accident 

cases

n �Around 500 deaths

n �Impact on 10,000 families

 Karnataka State:
n �9,500–10,000 deaths 

annually

n �44,000–45,000 injured

n �2–2.5 lakh people affected

Total number of 
vehicles in country
n �40 crore vehicles in India

n �75% are two-wheelers

Most fatalities involve 
two-wheelers Reasons
n �Not wearing helmets

n �Overspeeding

n �Mobile phone usage while 
riding.

Yama Comes to the 
Streets of Mysuru 

to Teach Traffic  
Discipline

MYSURU
 

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Makara Sankranti, 
the Gandhada Gudi Foun-
dation, in association with 
the Mysuru City Traffic 
Police, organized a co-
lourful and thought-pro-
voking traffic awareness 
rally near KR Circle on 
Wednesday.

Blending tradition with 
social responsibility, the 
rally adopted a unique 
Sankranti symbolism by 
distributing “Yellu-Bella” 
(sesame seeds and jaggery) 
to traffic rule violators. The 
sweet offering carries a se-
rious message — follow 
traffic rules, value life, and 
ensure road safety for all.

Adding a dramatic touch 
to the campaign, volunteers 
delivered an impactful 
message: “If you do not 
follow traffic rules, you 
will come face to face with 
Yama himself.”

A symbolic portrayal of 
Yama, the god of death, 
was used to drive home 
the consequences of reck-
less driving and rule vio-
lations, making the mes-

sage memorable for com-
muters.

The awareness rally 
was attended by senior 
police officials including 
Sundar Raj K.S., Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(Crime & Traffic Divi-
sion), and  M. Shivashan-
kar, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic 
Division). Their presence 
highlighted the adminis-
tration’s commitment to 
improving road discipline 
in the city.

Adding glamour and 
public appeal to the initia-
tive, Siddu Moolimani, 

hero of the Kannada film 
Seat Edge,  Raviksha 
Shetty, heroine of Seat 
edge, along with noted 
personalities Giridhar T. 
Vasantapura,  Chethan 
Shetty, Devaraja,  and 
Traffic Police Inspector 
Mamatha V.D. participat-
ed and supported the 
cause.

The program was led by 
Aryan Gandhadagudi, 
State President of the 
Gandhada Gudi Founda-
tion, who emphasized that 
awareness, not punish-
ment, is the goal of this 
Sankranti initiative.

Five Guarantees Drain State Coffers, 
Child Workers Left to Charity

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

 
At a time when child and ad-
olescent labour continues to 
rob thousands of children of 
their childhood and educa-
tion, the State Government 
is facing sharp criticism for 
its failure to allocate ade-
quate funds for rehabilita-
t ion  and  we l fa re  p ro -
grammes meant for rescued 
child workers.

Officials involved in the 
District Child Labour Proj-
ect have once again been 
forced to appeal to the pub-
lic, industries and employers 
for donations, exposing the 
grim reality that the govern-
ment itself does not have 
sufficient financial resources 
to support such crucial so-
cial initiatives.

Child and adolescent la-
bour is widely recognised as 
a serious social and econom-
ic problem, closely linked to 
poverty, illiteracy and ex-
ploitation. Programmes re-
lated to inspection, rescue, 
rehabilitation, education 
kits, awareness campaigns 
and mainstreaming of res-
cued children are essential 
to break this vicious cycle. 
However, due to acute fund 
shortages, these programmes 
are now struggling for sur-
vival.

Critics point out that the 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
much-publicised five guaran-
tee schemes, which reported-
ly cost the exchequer around 
₹60,000 crore every year, 
have severely strained the 
state’s finances. As a result, 
core welfare sectors such as 
child protection, labour reha-
b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a -

tion-linked social justice 
schemes are being neglected.

“It is deeply ironic that 
while the government boasts 
about guarantees, it has no 
money to ensure a dignified 
future for children rescued 
from exploitative labour,” 
social activists say. “Reha-
bilitation of child workers 
should be a state responsi-
bility, not something depen-
dent on charity.”

The current situation has 
raised serious questions 
about the government’s fi-
nancial planning and policy 
priorities. While populist 
schemes may bring immedi-
ate political gains, experts 
warn that neglecting long-
term social investments—es-
pecially those involving vul-
nerable children—will have 
irreversible consequences 
for society.

Due to the lack of govern-
ment funding, authorities are 
now urging indust r ies , 
shops, commercial establish-

ments and the general public 
to contribute to a designated 
bank account to sustain re-
habilitation efforts. This 
move, critics argue, reflects 
the government’s inability to 
meet its constitutional and 
moral obligations toward 
working children.

Child rights activists have 
demanded that the State Gov-
ernment reallocate funds, re-
view the financial burden of 
guarantee schemes, and ensure 
dedicated budgetary support 
for child and adolescent labour 
eradication programmes.

“If the government can 
spend ₹60,000 crore annual-
ly on guarantees, it must 
also find funds to protect the 
future of its children,” they 
asserted.

The unfolding situation 
serves as a stark reminder 
that development cannot be 
measured by giveaways 
alone, but by how a govern-
ment safeguards its most 
vulnerable citizens.

 “He Lost His Eyes 
for the Nation, 
Now Fights to 

Save His Home”
MYSURU

 
A soldier of Indian Army who 
lost his eyes during the Kargil 
War is now fighting with the 
bureaucracy for turning a blind 
eye to his plea to clear the en-
croachments of his house in 
Hunsur town in Mysuru Dis-
trict. After all the options ex-
hausted, the ex-serviceman with 
his wife staged a dharna in front 
of the deputy commissioner’s 
office in Mysuru seeking justice 
from the district authorities. In 
a  p ress  r e l ease  he re , 
A.T.Bopaiah, an ex-servicement 
and a winner of President Med-
al, said he was a soldier who 
once stood guard at the icy 
heights of Kargil so that this na-
tion could sleep in peace. To-
day, blind in both eyes, he is 
forced to stand helpless in his 
own house, fighting not ene-
mies across the border but in-
justice at his doorstep. He lost 
the eyesight during the Kargil 
War while serving in the Indian 
Army. For his service and sac-
rifice, the President of India 
honoured him with a gallantry 
medal. That medal is his pride, 
but it does not protect him from 
harassment, encroachment, and 
fear in his old age. After his only 
daughter got married, he lives 
with his aged wife—who is also 
visually impaired—at Hunsur 
Town, Kalkunike, Hattimarada 
Street, Ward No. 2. This proper-
ty legally belongs to him and 
they have lived there for de-
cades, including throughout his 
years of service in the Army.
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High Court upholds BDA land acquisition for Banashankari VI Stage
BENGALURU

The High Court has upheld the 
Bangalore Development Au-
thority’s (BDA) acquisition of 
land for the extension of Ban-
ashankari VI Stage by linking 
the existing VI Stage Layout 
through Kanakapura Road. A 
division bench, comprising 
Justice DK Singh and Justice 
Tara Vitasta Ganju, dismissed 
the appeals filed by K Gan-
gamma and others against a 
single bench order that dis-
missed their petitions chal-
lenging the acquisition of 75 
guntas in Gubbalala village. 
The land was first notified on 

November 17, 2002, and the 
final notification was issued 
on Sep 9, 2003.The appellants 
claimed they were not given 
the same benefit as landown-
ers of 657 acres and 15 guntas 
whose land parcels were left 
out of acquisition proceedings 
on payment of betterment 
charges. They also claimed 
that since the scheme was not 
implemented within the sched-
uled five years, it had to be 
treated as lapsed and their land 
had to be resumed. A single 
bench dismissed their petitions 
on April 8, 2024, after which 
they appealed before a divi-
sion bench, raising the same 

contentions. The division 
bench stated that the conten-
tion of the appellants that they 
were denied a fair opportunity 
to present objections was fac-
tually incorrect, as public hear-
ings were conducted, their 

objections were considered, 
and necessary modifications 
were made. 

The BDA Act does not man-
date personal or oral hearings 
beyond the consideration of 
written objections, the bench 

noted, referring to a similar 
stand taken by the high court 
in the D Hemachandra Sagar 
case. It held that as long as a 
development scheme was pre-
pared with broad compliance 
to Section 16 of the BDA Act, 
procedural sufficiency was 
maintained. The bench also 
noted that the single bench 
took note of the fact that the 
state govt granted approval for 
issuing the final notification in 
respect of 750 acres of land 
only, and that the original 
scheme stood modified. Out of 
the 750 acres notified, the 
BDA took possession of 580 
acres and 18 guntas, which 

was handed over for the for-
mation of layouts and carving 
5,991 sites, of which 4,983 
sites were allotted, indicating 
substantial implementation of 
the scheme. The division 
bench said the petitioners’ sub-
mission that the scheme lapsed 
under Section 27 of the BDA 
Act did not find favour. 

The acquisition process was 
lawful, fair, and necessary for 
urban planning. The statutory 
process under the BDA Act-
1976 was rigorously followed, 
and all procedural safeguards 
were adhered to. The deletion 
of lands was based on rational 
considerations, and the public 

interest in urban expansion 
outweighs the individual inter-
ests of the appellants. Given 
that the acquisition already 
resulted in significant urban 
development, any interference 
at this stage would cause irrep-
arable harm to public planning 
and infrastructure develop-
ment. Accordingly, we are of 
the view that the BDA’s ac-
quisition is legally sound, 
and the appellants’ claims 
require dismissal in the inter-
est of justice, equity, and 
public welfare, the division 
bench observed, while dis-
missing the writ appeals filed 
by the landowners.
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e-Pass system 
launched for  

Republic Day event 

KSTA honours 2 
scientists with lifetime 

achievement awards

Rowdy 
 sheeter brutally 

murdered

Bengaluru
The government has 

launched an e-pass sys-
tem for those who wish to 
attend the 77th Republic 
Day celebrations at Field 
Marshal Manekshaw Pa-
rade Ground on January 

26. Bengaluru City District 
Magistrate G Jagadeesh 
said interested citizens 

can apply for e-passes by 
providing required per-
sonal information on 
Seva Sindhu portal 

(www.sevasindhu.karna-
taka.gov.in) till January 

24, till 5pm. Pass holders 
must present either a 

printed or digital copy of 
the e-pass for verification 
at entry gate no. 5 of the 

parade ground.

Bengaluru
Karnataka Science and 
Technology Academy 

(KSTA) presented lifetime 
achievement awards to 

two senior scientists: 
Ramakrishna, former di-
rector of Zoological Sur-

vey of India, in recognition 
of his contributions to sci-

ence and technology; 
Sreemathi Hariprasad, 

former scientist at Central 
Food Technological Re-
search Institute, for pro-

moting science, technolo-
gy, engineering, agricul-

ture and medicine in 
Kannada language.

Bengaluru
A rowdy sheeter was bru-
tally murdered in Silicon 
City. The incident took 

place in Mangammana 
Palya under the jurisdic-

tion of Bandepalya police 
station. The murder of 

Shabbir, a rowdy sheeter, 
came to light late Tues-
day night around 11 pm. 

The perpetrators commit-
ted the murder due to old 
enmity. The Bandepalya 

police have visited the 
scene and conducted  

an investigation.

Governor returns SC quota 
bill, delaying recruitments
The govt is set to make recruitments after passing the Internal Reservation 

Bill. However, the Governor has now sent the bill back asking for clarification
BENGALURU

Governor Thawarchand Ge-
hlot has sent back the bill 
seeking comment on the inter-
nal reservation for Scheduled 
Castes. This is likely to fur-
ther delay the recruitment 
process for vacant posts in 
various state government de-
partments.

The government passed the 
Scheduled Castes Internal 
Reservation Bill in the Be-
lagavi session held in Decem-
ber. The quota for Scheduled 
Castes was divided in the ra-
tio of 6:6:5 among the various 
sub-categories of Scheduled 
Castes to ensure fair and eq-
uitable distribution of reserva-

tion facilities. The bill was 
sent to the Governor for his 
assent last week. The bill has 
been sent back to him seeking 
further clarification.

This development will af-
fect the recruitment of many 
government depart-
ments. The recruit-
ment process was 
waiting to start after 
the passage of this 
bill, and now it will 
be further delayed. 
According to sources, 
the government will fill more 
than 30,000 vacant posts  
in various departments in-
cluding the police, health and 
education departments as 
soon as the internal reserva-

tion issue is resolved.
The government has put the 

recruitment on hold from Oc-
tober 2024, awaiting the im-
plementation of specific rec-
ommendations made by the 
one-man commission set up 

under retired Justice 
HN Nagamohan Das 
on internal reserva-
tion of Scheduled 
Castes in various 
sub-groups of Sched-
uled Castes. The gov-
ernment has put these 

recruitments on hold follow-
ing demands from SC-Left 
communities that the youth of 
these communities will suffer 
if the internal quota issue is 
not resolved by going ahead 

with the recruitments.
The commission submitted 

its report on SC internal res-
ervation on August 4, 2024, 
which the government accept-
ed with some modifications. 
It also recommended SC in-
ternal reservation quota in 
October 2025. However, the 
government has not yet issued 
guidelines for issuing caste 
certificates to identify catego-
ries within SCs. In the mean-
time, it had passed a bill to 
give legal effect to the order 
recommending internal reser-
vation. Now that the Gover-
nor has returned the bill seek-
ing further clarifications, the 
appointments will be further 
delayed.

CM Siddaramaiah 
calls for NREGA 

movement, slams BJP
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah called for continuing 
struggle until the MNREGA 
Act is reinstated and the 
VB-G RAM G Act is re-
pealed.

He was speaking at the 
Mahatma Gandhi Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme Bachao Sangram 
pre-preparedness meeting 
organized by KPCC at 
Gayatri Vihar. This is a 
movement from the village 
level to the state level. 

Last month, the AICC 
working committee meeting 
was held. The party has tak-
en the cancellation of MN-
REGA very seriously. The 
central government has can-
celled MNREGA and made 
a new law called VB-G 
RAM G. He complained 
that the central government 
was allergic to the name 
Mahatma Gandhi.

In rural areas, one could 
ask for work for 365 days. 
Workers could work in their 
own village, in their own 
land. To change this, the 
Modi government has im-
plemented the VB-G RAM 
G  A c t .  T h i s  i s  n o t 
Dasharatha Ram, Sita Ram 
or Kaushal Ram. This is 
Nathuram who killed Ma-
hatma Gandhi. They at-

tacked him saying that 
Gandhi is being killed for 
the first time. 

Now the central govern-
ment will specify such plac-
es as work through a notifi-
cation. Work should be 
done there. Now the states 
have to bear 40% of the 
cost. The state government 
will have to give 2500 crore 
rupees. That is why NRE-
GA has formed the Bachao 
Andolan. This should be 
transformed into a people’s 
movement, he said.

Deputy Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar said that 
BJP killed Gandhiji in the 
past. Now they have killed 
his name too. In the future, 
they will remove even what 
is on the notes. BJP has lost 
the very thing that Gandhi-
ji’s name is mentioned in. 
There should be a struggle 
in all taluks. We will put 
observers where MLAs 
were. The program given by 
AICC should be done. 
There is no malice in this. 
We will not do it, we will 
tear them apart. We have 
moved forward with the 
change of the new district 
president. A new team is 
coming from outside for 
this. AICC programme 
should be done. A special 
session should be called for 
this, he said.

We will discuss legal issues. We should hold a 
sit-in in all the constituencies within 10 days. We 

should compulsorily hold a padayatra. We should 
submit a request to the taluk office. There is no 

compromise in this program. I will come to five or 
six places myself. I will come to Shikaripura myself. 

What a challenge they have given. I will walk five 
or six kilometres there myself. We are going to hold 
a programme on the NREGA issue on February 13, 

Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar said.

School anniversary celebration 
at Saint Flowers English School

BENGALURU

The 2025 school anniversary 
was celebrated at the audito-
rium of Saint Flowers English 
School in Chandra Layout, 
Vijayanagar.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Founder President 
Dr GR Krishnappa said that 
in today’s era, the responsibil-
ity of parents to educate their 
children is important. One 
should not expect a big 
change in life all at once. He 
spoke about parents and chil-
dren that immense improve-
ment can be achieved through 
small changes every day. 

MLA M Krishnappa said, I 
have great confidence in this 
school. It gains rank every 
year. It is gratifying that poor 
children are being given good 
education. Defeat is not final. 

That is just a lesson on the 
path to victory. Don’t lose 
heart when you face obstacles 
on the way to your goal. The 
citizens and students of this 
area should live their lives un-
derstanding that the darker the 
darkness, the closer the sun-
rise is, he said.

Managing Director Darshan 
Krishna said that defeats and 
challenges are not the end of 

life. They are only milestones 
that test your inner strength. If 
every step you take is filled 
with confidence, you can cre-
ate a paradise of success in 
life like the next world. He 
told the students. Principals, 
teachers, parents, and students 
were present on this occasion. 
Later, the children entertained 
the audience by dancing in 
costumes.

Case booked 
over illegal Yash 
birthday banners 
BENGALURU

A case was registered against 
a few individuals for install-
ing large banners and bun-
tings bearing the portrait of 
actor Yash on public property. 
According to a complaint 
filed by Pujarappa, Assistant 
Engineer, GBA, Vasanthnagar 
sub-division, the incident 
came to light after he received 
a phone call from the GBA 
Chief Commissioner. The 
Commissioner informed him 
that he saw the banners while 
travelling from Basaveshwara 
Circle to Windsor Manor Cir-
cle. Pujarappa, along with the 
Assistant Executive Engineer, 
found that GS Creation and 
Venu Group installed bun-
tings and banners featuring 
Yash on the wall of Golf 
Club. The banners were put 
up for the actor’s birthday cel-
ebrations. The complaint said 
the banners were installed 
without obtaining permission 
from any competent authority 
or the civic body, thus violat-
ing norms governing the use 
of public spaces. Based on the 
complaint, High Grounds po-
lice registered a case under 
Karnataka Open Place Disfig-
urement Act.

Security guard smashes puppy to  
death, CCTV footage sparks outrage

BENGALURU

A disturbing case of extreme 
animal cruelty surfaced in JP 
Nagar, where a young puppy 
was assaulted and killed, trig-
gering outrage among resi-
dents and animal welfare vol-
unteers. CCTV footage pur-
portedly shows a man smash-
ing the puppy against a wall 

before pinning it to the 
ground. A complaint has been 
lodged with Puttenahalli po-
lice by South Bengaluru Care. 
Police are on the lookout for 
the accused, identified as Ne-
pal Kiran. According to ani-
mal welfare volunteers, the 
incident came to light after a 
local dog feeder shared videos 
on a WhatsApp group. The 

feeder regularly cared for a 
litter of eight puppies in the 
area. While the body of one 
puppy was recovered, the re-
maining puppies are missing. 
The accused, who worked as 
a security guard at a restaurant 
in JP Nagar and stayed at his 
brother’s rented accommoda-
tion, is reportedly absconding 
following the incident. 

Namma Metro adds 7th train, 
cuts Yellow Line wait to 10 mins
BENGALURU

Metro services on Yellow 
Line will now run every 10 
minutes during peak hours, 
with Bangalore Metro Rail 
Corporation Limited (BMR-
CL) announcing the induction 
of its seventh train into pas-
senger service from Jan 
15.The improved frequency 
will apply from Monday to 
Saturday, cutting the existing 
peak-hour train frequency 
from 13 minutes to 10 min-
utes, a move expected to sig-
nificantly ease rush-hour 
crowding. On Sundays, peak-
hour services will also see a 
marginal improvement, with 
train frequency increasing 
from once every 15 minutes 
to every 14 minutes. BMRCL 
said there will be no change 
in the first and last train tim-
ings from the terminal sta-
tions at RV Road and Bom-
masandra on any day. 

In a move towards digital 
ticketing, BBMRCL an-

nounced the launch of mo-
bile-based QR code unlimited 
travel passes for 1, 3, and 5 
days, effective January 15. 
These new passes, available 
through the official Namma 
Metro app, eliminate the Rs 50 
refundable security deposit pre-
viously required for contactless 
smart cards. Commuters will be 
able to scan the QR code on 
their mobile phones at the auto-
matic fare collection gates for 
both entry and exit. The cost 
for a one-day mobile QR pass 
is Rs 250, while the three-day 
and five-day passes are priced 
at Rs 550 and Rs 850, respec-
tively. BMRCL stated that this 
initiative will help reduce 
queues and enhance commuter 
convenience.

Min Urges Millet Demos, Seminars Before Agri Fair
BENGALURU

Agriculture Minister N. Cha-
luvarayaswamy has instructed 
officials to ensure that the In-
ternational Trade Fair on 
P o s t - H a r v e s t  A g r i c u l -
ture–2026, scheduled to be 
held from February 6 to 8 at 
Palace Grounds in the city, is 
organized meticulously with-
out any lapses.

The minister gave several 
suggestions while presiding 
over a preparatory meeting 
for the International Millet 
Fair held today at his office in 
Vidhana Soudha.

He pointed out that the 
Chief Minister, several Union 
Ministers, and State Ministers 
will participate in the inaugu-
ration and valedictory cere-
monies, and stressed that spe-
cial attention should be paid 

to protocol so that no short-
comings occur.

Stating that this year’s fair 
should be special, the minister 
directed officials to confer the 
Krishi Pandit Award on 121 
farmers.

BU faculty body objects to syndicate 
members on inspection panel
BENGALURU

The faculty of Bangalore Uni-
versity have objected to the 
appointment of syndicate and 
academic council members as 
chairpersons and members of 
the local inspection commit-
tee. The committees are in 
charge of inspecting affiliated 
colleges for quality, infra-
structure, faculty, and compli-
ance with norms before grant-
ing or renewing affiliations. 
“The local inspection com-
mittee is an academic and 
statutory body, entrusted with 

responsibilities such as aca-
demic scrutiny, evaluation of 
colleges/departments, assess-
ment of faculty strength, cur-
riculum relevance, laboratory 
facilities, research environ-
ment, and compliance with 
UGC and regulatory norms. 
Such responsibilities demand 
deep academic expertise, sub-
ject knowledge, and long 
teaching and research experi-
ence, which are inherently the 
domain of senior faculty 
members, said the Bengaluru 
University SC/ST Teachers’ 
Association.
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I, JOHNCALVIN 
DEVABHUSHANAM BANDI, S/o 
Devabushanam Bandi, resident of 

No 2, 80/3, Manjunatha Nilaya, 2nd 
Cross, Jayanthinagar Extension, 

Bengaluru-560043, have changed my 
name to JOHN CALVIN BANDI, vide 

affidavit dated: 14.01.2026, before 
Notary G. DAYANANDA, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE
I, JOHN CALVIN BANDI, resident 
of No 2, 80/3, Manjunatha Nilaya, 

2nd Cross, Jayanthinagar Extension, 
Bengaluru-560043, have changed 

my Minor Son’s name from SHAWN 
JOHN CALVIN BANDI to SHAWN 

CALVIN BANDI, vide affidavit 
dated: 14.01.2026, before Notary G. 

DAYANANDA, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE
I, JOHN CALVIN BANDI, resident 
of No 2, 80/3, Manjunatha Nilaya, 

2nd Cross, Jayanthinagar Extension, 
Bengaluru-560043, have changed 

my Minor Son’s name from SHAYNE 
JOHN CALVIN BANDI to SHAYNE 

CALVIN BANDI, vide affidavit 
dated: 14.01.2026, before Notary G. 

DAYANANDA, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNITHA JOHN CALVIN BANDI, 
W/o John Calvin Bandi, resident of 
No 2, 80/3, Manjunatha Nilaya, 2nd 

Cross, Jayanthinagar Extension, 
Bengaluru-560043, have changed 
my name to SUNITHA SOLOMON 

NAGELLI, vide affidavit dated: 
14.01.2026, before Notary G. 

DAYANANDA, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I, ZAFRULLA KHAN, S/o Arif 
ulla Khan Resident of No.136, 

Dargajogihalli Dodballapur 
Bengaluru Rural 561203 have 
changed my name to ZAFAR 
ULLA KHAN, Vide Affidavit 

Dated: 14.01.2026 before notary 
R.BASAVARAJA Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, AFSAR KHAN, aged 74 years, 
S/o. Khadad Khan, permanent 
address Residing at No.42, 9th 
D Main Road, New Gurappana 

Palya, Bengaluru-560029, and at 
present resident at No.244, Masjid 

Main Road, Near Airtle Tower, 
Adigarakallahalli, Bidaraguppe, 
Anekal Bengaluru-562107, have 

changed my name AFSAR KHAN 
and Aadhar Card and Pan Card 

Same Name and where as is sale 
deed my name has mentioned  as 
APSAR were if all records name 
is AFSAR KHAN, Vide Affidavit 

Dated: 13.01.2026 before notary V. 
RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMMED ISHAQ 
SHARIEF, Resident of 

No.15/3, 2nd Main Road, 
Jagajeevanramnagar, 

Bengaluru-560018, have changed 
my name to MOHAMMED 

ISHAQ SHARIFF, Vide Affidavit 
Dated: 14.01.2026 before notary 

M. PRABHAKAR, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

Job no. 931/83 Client: senior geologist, hassan   Size: 8x2

Sd/- Senior Geologist and Member Secretary, District
Mineral Foundation Turst Hassan Dist. Hassan.

E-tender has been invited from eligible outsourcing
agencies for 04 staff namely Outsourced Work
Supervisor (01 No.), Data Entry Operator (02 No.) and
Office Assistant (01 No.) on through https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in/ portal from 08-01-2026 to 06-02-2026
for the supply of to work under the District Mineral
Foundation Committee Cell (DMFT Cell) of Hassan
District. Bid document and other details can be
obtained from https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/ or by
visiting the office during office hours.

ªÁ¸Á À̧AE/» À̧¤/ºÁ À̧£À/934/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

Senior Geologist, Dept. of Mines and Geology,
RTO Office Near, Sathyamangala,

Hassan.573201

 “PAPER NOTIFICATION”

Government of Karnataka

E-ªÉÄÃ¯ï ID – sghassan10@gmail.com,     sghsn-
dmg-ka@nic.in zÀÆ: 08172 200859

The Chief Officer Town Panchayat Nalatawad has invited 
Item rate tender from eligible KPWD registered Contractors 
for the work detailed in the table below, taken under SFC 
Special Grant 2024-25. The tender is through  e- 
procurement portal only as per KTPP -2000 in two cover 
system.  For any further details please contact e-
procurement portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) or Town 
Panchayat Nalatawad in Office hours. INDENT NO: 
DMA/2025-26/BR/WORK_INDENT46883  01. Last date for 
Submission of tender through e- portal : 27-01-2026 Up to 4-
30 PM 02.Date of opening of the Technical bids :28-01-2026 
@ 5.00PM 03.Date of opening of the Financial bids : 29-01-
2026 @ 5.00PM 04. If any of above mentioned dates are 
declared as Govt.  holidays, the next working day will be  
considered.

 E-Preocurement Tender Notification

job no- 623   2x9

             No.TPN/PWD/SFC/SPL/T.N/2025-26                   Date:14.01.2026

TOWN PANCHAYAT OFFICE NALATAWAD

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/«dAiÀÄ¥ÀÄgÀ/621/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

Sd/- Chief Officer
Town Panchayat

Nalatawad

Sd/- Vice President
Town Panchayat

Nalatawad

Sd/- President
Town Panchayat

Nalatawad

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation and Ground Water Development Department, 
Division Vijaypur invites work tenders through “E-Procurement” from eligible contractor on 
item rate Tender for following works as per KTPP Act-2000 and latest amendments.
4702 Major Works :- 1)Construction of Bridge Cum Barrage Across Local Nala Between 
Lingadalli-Handral Village and Construction of Checkdam Site-01 & Site-02 in Jambaldinni 
Village in Muddebihal Taluka of Vijayapura District, Amount put to Tender Rs.795.72 Lakhs, 
EMD Rs.11,94,000-00, 2)Construction of Bridge Cum Barrage Across Local Nala Near 
Galapuji Village and Between Alur-Hunkunte Road in Muddebihal Taluka of Vijayapura 
District, Amount put to Tender Rs.799.70 Lakhs, EMD Rs.12,00,000-00, 3) Construction of 
Bandhara(Site-1) across nala near Chabanur village in Talikoti Taluka of Vijayapur District, 
Amount put to Tender Rs.185.81 Lakhs, EMD Rs.2,79,000-00, Tender Period for the above 
Sl.No.1 & 2 works are Eleven(11) Months including monsoon and Sl.No.3 work is Nine(9) 
Months including monsoon.
Tender documents may be downloaded from Government of Karnataka E-Procurement 

website  under login for https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/portal-home
Contractors from 13.01.2026. Tenders may be submitted on electronically in E-Procurement 
portal up to 17-30 hrs. on 23.01.2026. Interested contractors information regarding works 
may be obtained from this office or e-Procurement helpdesk (Ph.No.080-25501216 & 080-
25501227) upto 17-30 hrs. on 22.01.2026. Pre-bid meeting will be held on 19.01.2026  for 
work costing above 1.00Crore in the office of the Executive Engineer, MI&GWDD Division, 
Vijaypur. Tenders shall be quoted without adding GST and other details can be seen in the 
tender documents.

Job No-618  3x12
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
M.I & G.W.D.D. DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
MI & GWDD Division, Vijayapur

  No.EE/MID/VJP/AE-4/4702/TND/2025-26/3851                                                Date: 13.01.2026

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

Cong chair fight stalls K’taka 
development: Vijayendra

Vijayendra announced BJP’s January 17 Ballari protest highlighting corruption, 
law, drugs, farmer struggles, with senior leaders participating

CHITRADURGA

Development in Karnataka 
has come to a standstill due to 
internal conflicts among Con-
gress leaders, said BJP State 
President and MLA B.Y. Vi-
jayendra at a press conference 
on Wednesday.

Vijayendra accused the 
state government of neglect-
ing important issues as lead-
ers focus on retaining or seiz-
ing the chief minister’s chair. 
“During the German Chancel-
lor’s visit to Karnataka, the 
Chief Minister should have 
focused on attracting invest-
ment. Instead, he got involved 
in Delhi politics and internal 

squabbles. One leader fears 
losing the chair, while another 
is eager to become CM. The 
state’s progress has suffered 
because of this fight,” he said.

He announced that the BJP 
will hold a massive protest in 
Ballari on January 17 to high-
light government failures. The 
demonstration will focus on 

corruption, law and order is-
sues, drug problems, and the 
struggles of farmers. Senior 
party leaders including 
Janardhana Reddy and Srira-
mulu are expected to partici-
pate. Vijayendra added that 
discussions with the party 
high command are complete, 
and the final protest plan will 
be announced soon.

Vijayendra also highlighted 
BJP initiatives aimed at rural 
development, including the 
VB-G RAM G scheme, de-
signed to curb corruption in 
MNREGA and directly sup-
port asset creation in villages. 
He emphasized that wage la-
borers will receive leave to 

support agricultural activities, 
benefiting farmers during 
peak seasons. “While the 
Congress spreads false claims 
about this scheme, BJP work-
ers will engage with villagers 
to explain its benefits,” he 
said. The BJP leader ex-
pressed concern over the 
state’s overall stagnation due 
to political conflicts and 
called on the government to 
focus on real issues rather 
than personal ambitions.

He concluded by urging 
people to participate in the 
Bellary protest to raise their 
voices for development and 
hold leaders accountable for 
the state’s decline.

Chitradurga farmers get 
fixed maize price scheme

CHITRADURGA

Farmers in Chitradurga dis-
trict can now sell maize under 
the government’s Market In-
tervention Scheme (MIS) for 
the 2025-26 monsoon season, 
with a fixed price of Rs. 2,150 
per quintal, District Magis-
trate T. Venkatesh announced 
on Wednesday.

Registration for 
the scheme has be-
gun at APMC pur-
chase centers across 
the district, includ-
ing Chitradurga, 
Challakere, Hiriyur, 
Holalkere, Hosadurga, Mo-
lakalmuru taluks, and Ram-
pur. Farmers are advised to 
bring only F.A.Q.-grade 
maize to ensure quality stan-
dards are met.

The district administration 
has set a purchase target of 

2.17 lakh quintals 
based on area produc-
tion estimates. Farmers 
must bring maize to 
the E and F block gates 
and complete gate en-
try formalities. The 

government will pay a maxi-
mum price difference of Rs. 
250 per quintal through direct 
bank transfer for up to 50 
quintals per farmer, depend-
ing on the market rate.

If the market price is Rs. 
1,900 or less, the full Rs. 250 

difference will be paid. At Rs. 
1,950, Rs. 200 per quintal will 
be credited. Farmers whose 
maize sells at Rs. 2,150 or 
higher will not receive addi-
tional support under this 
scheme.

To participate, farmers must 
register with their Fruit ID, 
Aadhaar card, and bank pass-
book. PACS (Primary Agri-
cultural Credit Cooperative 
Societies) can also register 
and sell maize under the pro-
gram. E-tendering will be 
available on designated mar-
ket days, and farmers must 
follow gate entry procedures 
on the same day.

The scheme will continue 
until February 7, 2026. Dis-
trict Collector T. Venkatesh 
urged all eligible farmers to 
take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to secure fair prices for 
their maize.

The district set a 2.17 
lakh quintals maize 

purchase target; 
farmers must complete 
gate formalities, with a 
maximum Rs. 250 per 

quintal price 
difference

Chitradurga student selected 
for Republic Day parade

CHITRADURGA

N. Harish, a second-year B.A. student at Chitradurga Gov-
ernment Arts College (Autonomous), has been chosen to rep-
resent Karnataka in the state-level Republic Day NSS unit pa-
rade. The event will take place from January 13 to 26 at the 
Youth Training Center, Bengaluru, organized by the National 
Service Scheme Cell under the Youth Empowerment and Sports 
Department. Harish was congratulated by the college Principal 
Dr. J. Kariappa Malige, NSS program officers Dr. V. Prasad and 
B.K. Basavaraj, along with faculty, staff, and students. 

Shivayogi Siddarameshwara celebrated for lifelong service
CHITRADURGA

The life and teachings of Shivayogi 
Shri Siddarameshwara were re-
membered and honored during the 
Jayanti program organized at the 
city’s office hall on Wednesday, 
said Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy.

Paying floral tributes to Sidda-
rameshwara’s portrait, Kumaras-
wamy highlighted the saint’s dedi-
cation to “kayaking” – a term sym-
bolizing selfless work – and social 
service. “Siddarameshwara be-
lieved that ‘Kayak is Kailash’ and 
devoted his life to helping society 
through public service and devo-
tion,” he said.

Siddarameshwara, a senior Sha-
ran, worked tirelessly to improve 
farmers’ lives by constructing lakes 
and embankments. He also used his 
vachanas to challenge societal in-

justices and superstitions, promoting 
equality and human values. Ku-
maraswamy said the principles 
taught by Siddarameshwara remain 
highly relevant today.

He emphasized that great person-
alities should not be confined to 
caste, and that Siddarameshwara, 
truly secular in outlook, valued lit-
erature, education, and the welfare 
of all. “He preached humanity as the 
greatest religion, and hard work as 
true devotion. He lived his teachings 
and built a society based on human 

values,” Kumaraswamy added.
District Guarantee Scheme Au-

thority President R. Shivanna Gan-
jigatte said Siddarameshwara’s life 
is proof that selfless work is sa-
cred. District Bhovi Sangha Presi-
dent T. Thippeswamy detailed that 
Siddarameshwara was born in the 
12th century in a poor family in 
Mudhagi, Solapur, Maharashtra, 
and became a close devotee of 
Basavanna.

As part of the celebrations, 
Nunkesh and his team from Sid-
dayankote, Molakalmuru Taluk, 
performed devotional songs. Sev-
eral dignitaries attended, including 
Sub-Divisional Officer Venkatesh 
Naik, Taluk Panchayat Executive 
Officer Ravikumar, Dr. B.M. Gu-
runath of the Kannada and Culture 
Department, and leaders from the 
Bhovi Sangha and other communi-
ty organizations.

Sri Balagangadharanatha 
Swamy Jayanti to be 

observed on January 18
RAMANAGARA

The Bidadi BGS Seva Samiti will organise the 81st 
Jayanti celebrations of Jagadguru Dr. Sri Balagan-
gadharanatha Swamiji on January 18, with a series 
of religious and social service activities planned to 
mark the occasion.

Announcing this at a press conference held on 
Wednesday at the BGS Blind School on the outskirts 
of the town, BGS Seva Samiti president C. Umesh 
said the programme will commence with floral trib-
utes to the statue of Sri Balagangadharanatha Swa-
miji near the BGS Circle in Bidadi. The celebrations 
will coincide with the 13th death anniversary of the 
revered seer, and a mega blood donation camp will 
be organised as part of the observance.

Devotees attending the event will be provided an-
nadana (free meals), while devotional music will be 
rendered by Shivara Umesh and his team, adding a 
spiritual touch to the programme. Umesh said the 
Jayanti would be celebrated in a meaningful manner, 
reflecting the Swamiji’s lifelong commitment to so-
cial service.

He highlighted that Sri Balagangadharanatha Swa-
miji was a visionary social reformer who transcend-
ed caste and religious barriers to serve society. 
Through initiatives in education and food security, 
the Swamiji empowered lakhs of students and be-
came a revered spiritual figure across communities.

Addressing the gathering, Adi Chunchanagiri Ra-
managara Branch Mutt pontiff Sri Annadaneshwa-
ranatha Swamiji lauded the Bidadi BGS Seva Sami-
ti for consistently organising the Jayanti and memo-
rial celebrations with a focus on social welfare. He 
said that initiatives such as annadana and blood do-
nation camps truly embodied the Swamiji’s ideals 
and wished divine blessings upon the organisers.

BGS Seva Samiti general secretary B.M. Ra-
jashekar, treasurer Shivalingayya, directors Shashi-
kumar, Jagadish, Bhanu Prakash, Harish, Srinivas 
and others were present at the press conference.

Surprise food safety raid 
hits Molakalmuru shops
MOLAKALMURU

Molakalmuru witnessed a sudden food safety inspec-
tion on Wednesday as officials checked various 
shops, hotels, restaurants, and health centers across 
the town. The surprise raid aimed to ensure that all 
food items met quality standards and that safety reg-
ulations were being followed.

Authorities, led by Dr. Girish and senior health 
officers, inspected the production, storage, and ex-
piry dates of food items. Vendors were instructed to 

remove any expired or sub-
standard products immedi-
ately. The officials also ver-
ified that all establishments 
held proper food safety cer-
tificates and official permits 

from the Panchayat.
During the inspection, officers emphasized the ban 

on plastics above 40 microns and reminded business-
es not to sell any tobacco products. They also ad-
vised shopkeepers and restaurant owners to maintain 
cleanliness and ensure public areas were free from 
pollution. Notices about the prohibition of smoke 
and other harmful substances were required to be 
displayed clearly at each establishment.

Senior Health Officer Arogy Ila Kheya Kumar 
stated that non-compliance with these rules would 
result in fines and other legal actions. The team en-
couraged local businesses to prioritize public health 
while adhering to safety regulations.

Residents welcomed the initiative, noting that such 
inspections help maintain high standards of hygiene 
and protect the community from unsafe food. Offi-
cials promised that regular monitoring would con-
tinue to ensure compliance and safeguard public 
health in the region.
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2 Nipah-infected nurses critical; contact isolated, tests negative
KOLKATA

 
The condition of two nurses 
infected with the Nipah virus 
remains extremely critical af-
ter they were shifted to a gov-
ernment hospital in Kolkata 
on Wednesday, health offi-
cials said. Both nurses tested 
positive for the virus on Mon-
day and were moved to the 
Beliaghata Infectious Diseas-
es Hospital for advanced 
treatment. One nurse was 
brought to the hospital on 
Tuesday night, while the oth-
er, a house staff member, was 
shifted from Burdwan Medi-

cal College and Hospital early 
on Wednesday.

Officials said both patients 
are in a coma and are being 
treated in the intensive critical 
care unit. Meanwhile, a resi-
dent medical officer from 
Barasat hospital, who had 
come in contact with the in-
fected nurses, showed symp-
toms linked to Nipah infec-
tion. The officer has been 
placed under isolation as a 
precautionary measure. How-
ever, medical tests conducted 
at the Virus Research and Di-
agnostic Laboratory at AIIMS 
Kalyani returned negative re-

sults. Samples including nasal 
swab, blood, urine and throat 
swab were tested.

Health department sources 
said one of the nurses had re-
cently returned from her 

hometown in Katwa in Purba 
Bardhaman district. She re-
portedly fell ill there and was 
admitted to a local hospital on 
December 31. As her condi-
tion worsened, she was trans-

ferred to Bardhaman Medical 
College. Later, she was 
moved by special ambulance 
to Barasat hospital and finally 
shifted to Kolkata.

Sources added that the sec-
ond nurse had a recent travel 
history to Ghugragachi in Na-
dia district, close to the India 
Bangladesh border. Authori-
ties have increased surveil-
lance in connected areas. 
Nipah virus is a notifiable 
disease, and all confirmed or 
suspected cases must be im-
mediately reported to the cen-
tral government for further 
action.

NIPAH VIRUS ALERT

QUICK READ
Multiple ID Proofs 
Allowed For BMC 

Polling

Fire At BJP 
MP Ravi Shankar 

Residence

Father Arrested 
In MP Honour Killing 

Case

MUMBAI
Voters in the upcoming Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Cor-

poration elections must 
show a voter photo ID card 
or any one of 12 other ap-

proved identity documents 
to cast their vote, officials 
said. Polling will be held in 
227 civic wards from 7.30 

am to 5.30 pm on Thursday, 
with counting on Friday. 

About 1,700 candidates are 
contesting. A total of 

1,03,44,315 voters are eligi-
ble. Election officer Bhu-

shan Gagrani urged voters 
to verify identity at booths.

NEW DELHI
A fire broke out at the offi-

cial residence of BJP MP 
Ravi Shankar Prasad on 
Mother Teresa Crescent 

Marg on Wednesday morn-
ing, officials said. Delhi Fire 

Services received a call 
around 8.05 am after furni-
ture caught fire in one room. 
Three fire tenders rushed to 
the spot and controlled the 
blaze by 8.35 am. No casu-
alties were reported, and it 
was not clear if the MP was 

present. Police forensics 
team inspected the site. 
Cause yet to be known.

BHIND
In a suspected honour kill-
ing, a 21-year-old woman, 

Nidhi Dhanuk, was allegedly 
shot dead by her father, 

Munnesh Dhanuk, in Khiriya 
Thapak village of Madhya 
Pradesh’s Bhind district. 

Police arrested the accused 
and sent the body for 

post-mortem. The crime re-
portedly occurred on Tues-
day evening in a mustard 

field using a country-made 
pistol. A murder case has 

been registered under 
Bharatiya Nyay Samhita, 

and police are probing the 
motive and firearm source.

Germany Deepens Strategic Partnership 
With India On Trade Defence

NEW DELHI
 

Germany has underlined In-
dia’s growing importance as a 
trusted partner in trade, tech-
nology and security coopera-
tion. German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz used his first offi-
cial visit to India to signal that 
Berlin views New Delhi as a 
key partner in a changing 
global order. The two-day vis-
it covered Ahmedabad and 
Bengaluru and focused on 
trade, defence and technolo-
gy. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi welcomed Merz in 
Ahmedabad, where meetings 
blended diplomatic talks with 
cultural programmes. Formal 
discussions and statements 

were held at Mahatma Mandir 
in Gandhinagar.

Economic ties were central 
to the visit. Merz was accom-
panied by a delegation of 23 
German CEOs and industry 
leaders, highlighting business 
interest in India. Leaders not-
ed that Germany accounts for 
more than one-fourth of In-
dia’s trade with the European 
Union. Bilateral trade has 
reached record levels since 
2024, encouraging both sides 
to expand cooperation.

Merz expressed support for 
the long-pending India–EU 
Free Trade Agreement and 
said it could be concluded by 
the end of January. Both 
countries welcomed a Joint 

Declaration of Intent to boost 
economic ties through a Ger-
man-Indian CEO Forum, 
aimed at supporting invest-
ment, technology sharing and 
supply chains. Defence and 
security ties featured promi-
nently, with both leaders 
backing joint military exercis-
es, senior exchanges and a 
defence industry roadmap. 
Talks included a multi-billion 
euro submarine project in In-
dia. The countries signed 19 
MoUs and announced eight 
initiatives in clean energy and 
digital fields. India welcomed 
Germany’s visa-free transit 
for Indians, alongside new 
agreements on education, 
skills and youth exchanges.

Leaders stressed defence ties, joint exercises, submarine talks, multiple MoUs, clean energy 
initiatives, visa-free transit, and youth cooperation

Pongal Celebrations Turn 
Political Ahead Tamil Polls
CHENNAI

 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi have added 
strong political colour to 
Pongal celebrations in Tamil 
Nadu, turning the harvest 
festival into a campaign 
stage ahead of Assembly 
elections scheduled later this 
year.

The visits by national lead-
ers highlight the state’s rising 
importance in national poli-
tics and the growing focus on 
winning voter support.

Last week, Shah attended a 
“Modi Pongal” event in 
Tiruchirappalli and urged 
BJP workers to prepare for 
victory in the polls.

The BJP is contesting the 
elections in alliance with the 
AIADMK led by former 
Chief Minister Edappadi K 
Palaniswamy. On January 5, 
Shah joined Pongal rituals at 
Mannarpuram, where 1,008 
earthen pots were used under 
the slogan “Namma Ooru 
Modi Pongal Vizha”. 

He also visited the Jam-
bukeswarar and Rangana-

thaswamy temples and was 
accompanied by several 
Union Ministers and senior 
BJP leaders.

Chief Minister M K Stalin 
responded by highlighting 
welfare schemes and an-
nouncing a Pongal gift for 
over 2.22 crore ration card 
holders.

The DMK government dis-
tributed Rs 3,000 cash and 
food items, spending nearly 
Rs 6,936 crore to support 
families statewide.

Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi 
attended Pongal celebrations 
at a school in Udhagamanda-
lam, with Congress workers 

projecting him as “Thalai-
va”.The vis i t  a ims to 
strengthen Congress within 
the DMK alliance, even as 
leaders demand a greater role 
if the coalition wins.

Senior DMK leaders re-
jected power sharing de-
mands, stressing that the 
state will not have a coalition 
government.

Actor Vijay’s TVK also 
faces challenges, including a 
CBI probe and a delayed 
film release, as political 
competition intensifies state-
wide ahead of the crucial As-
sembly elections later this 
year in Tamil Nadu state.

Suvendu Adhikari Threatens Legal 
Action Over Coal Scam Allegations

ED CONDUCTS I-PAC RAIDS; AGENCY REQUESTS ADJOURNMENT, 
TMC MOVES CALCUTTA HIGH COURT TO PROTECT DATA

KOLKATA
 

West Bengal opposition lead-
er Suvendu Adhikari on 
Wednesday warned Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee of 
legal action over her allega-
tions linking him to a coal 
smuggling case. Adhikari said 
the deadline for Banerjee to 
respond to a defamation no-
tice served by him had ex-
pired, and she had not replied.

In a post on X, he alleged 
that Banerjee’s accusations 
were fabricated and reflected 
her “insalubrious mindset.” 
He added, “Get ready to face 
legal consequences in court. 
Mamata Banerjee, now I will 
see you in court.” Adhikari 
had served a legal notice on 
Banerjee last Friday, asking 

her to provide evidence with-
in 72 hours to support her 
claims of his involvement in a 
coal scam. He warned that 
failure to do so would result 
in civil and criminal defama-
tion proceedings. The notice, 
sent via advocate Suryaneel 
Das, cited Banerjee’s public 
statements on January 8 and 
9, linking Adhikari and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah to 

the alleged scam without pre-
senting supporting evidence.

Banerjee had also alleged 
that the Election Commission 
was biased and acting under 
Shah’s instructions, accusing 
central agencies of targeting 
TMC MPs. She claimed that 
proceeds from the alleged 
coal  scam were routed 
through Adhikari and BJP 
leaders to Shah.

Kerala CM Vijayan Says Art 
Fights Religious Divisions

THRISSUR
 

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Wednesday 
emphasized that art should 
not only entertain but also 
awaken people to life’s reali-
ties and oppose those who 
disturb peace in the name of 
religion. He spoke at the inau-
guration of the 64th Kerala 
School Kalolsavam, the 
state’s largest student art fes-
tival, held in Thrissur, where 
around 14,000 students are 
participating across 249 
events at 24 venues.

Vijayan said that historical-
ly, art was restricted to certain 
castes or religions due to feu-
dalism and social evils like 
untouchability. “With the end 
of feudalism and the rise of 
democracy and secularism, art 
became accessible to all. 
School art festivals played a 
vital role in spreading secular-
ism and democracy,” he said.

Referring to Kalamandalam 
Hyderali, a legendary singer 
from Thrissur, the CM noted 
that the artist faced discrimi-
nation because of his religion. 
He stressed that humiliation 
based on religion cannot be 
accepted in a democratic so-
ciety. Vijayan urged students 

to cultivate broad minds and 
respect experiences of people 
from all faiths, which “makes 
us civilized and cultured.”

The CM warned that some 
people now try to confine art 
to certain religions, citing ex-
amples like Hindus being 
barred from Oppana or Mus-
l i m s  f r o m  l e a r n i n g 
Bharatanatyam. He said even 
Christmas carols and film 
characters face attacks in 
some areas. “Art is a powerful 
weapon to fight those who de-
stroy peace and happiness,” 
he said.

Vijayan encouraged the 
new generation to present art 
without caste or religious bar-
riers and reject divisive ideas. 
He recalled that the festival 
began in 1956 with 200 par-
ticipants and now continues to 
unite minds.

Kerala Cong(M) Reaffirms 
Loyalty To LDF Front

KOTTAYAM
 

Kerala Congress (M) 
chairman Jose K Mani on 
Wednesday strongly de-
nied all speculation about 
the party leaving the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) 
ahead of the upcoming As-
sembly elections. Speak-
ing to reporters in Kotta-
yam, Mani said the party 
would remain f i rmly 
aligned with the CPI(M)-
led ruling coalition, where 
it continues to hold signif-
icant influence in central 
districts of the state.

Mani criticized recent 
media reports suggesting a 
possible shift to the Con-
gress-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF), calling 
them “baseless” and “false 
news.” He emphasized 
that Kerala Congress (M) 
has consistently main-
tained its stance to stay 
with the LDF and there 
was no reason to repeat it 
daily. “The Kerala Con-
gress has only one stand 
— we are with the Left. 
We will remain firm in the 
LDF,” he said.

Address ing  repor t s 

about outreach from the 
UDF, Mani clarified that 
while invitations had 
come from various quar-
ters, the party’s position 
remained unchanged. He 
noted that media specula-
tion over months high-
lights the strength of the 
KC(M). Mani also assured 
that there were no internal 
divisions in the party and 
that all five MLAs would 
act together.

Mani recalled that the 
party shifted from the 
UDF to the LDF after 
the death of his father 
and party leader K M 
Mani. He also explained 
his absence from the 
LDF’s anti-Centre pro-
test in Thiruvananthapu-
ram due to a family 
emergency in Dubai, 
adding that all  f ive 
MLAs participated in the 
event in his absence. Se-
nior leaders Roshy Au-
gustine and Pramod 
Narayanan also dis-
missed reports of any 
alliance change, reiterat-
ing the party’s firm loy-
alty to the LDF ahead of 
the Assembly polls.

DMK MP 
Dayanidhi Maran 
Sparks Row Over 

Women
CHENNAI

 
DMK MP Dayanidhi Maran 
on Tuesday sparked political 
controversy after remarks 
comparing women’s status in 
northern states with that of 
Tamil Nadu. Speaking at 
Quaid-E-Millath Government 
College for Women in Chen-
nai, Maran claimed that girls 
in many northern states are 
discouraged from pursuing 
education or careers and are 
instead urged to focus on 
household chores, while 
Tamil Nadu actively pro-
motes women’s empower-
ment.

Maran told students, “Our 
girls should be proud. In 
North India, they ask girls 
not to go for jobs and to stay 
inside the house, but here we 
want our girls to study.” 

He further said that north-
ern states discourage English 
education, claiming girls are 
kept as “slaves” and warned 
that restricting education to 
Hindi contributes to unem-
ployment there. 

In contrast, he said Tamil 
Nadu’s Dravidian model en-
sures equal access to educa-
tion for boys and girls, lead-
ing to higher literacy and in-
creased female workforce 
participation.

Praising the DMK govern-
ment, Maran called Tamil 
Nadu the “best state in India” 
and said the administration 
follows Dravidian principles 
established by social reform-
er Periyar, emphasizing so-
cial justice and women’s ed-
ucation.

His remarks drew strong 
criticism for broad general-
izations. BJP leader Thirupa-
thy Narayanan condemned 
Maran’s statements, saying, 
“I strongly condemn his re-
marks, and he must apologise 
to the people of India, espe-
cially those who speak Hindi, 
whom he has portrayed as 
uneducated and uncivilised.”

M’rashtra Votes Civic Polls 
Mumbai Major Battleground
MUMBAI

 
Maharashtra goes to polls on 
January 15 for elections to 29 
municipal corporations, with 
Mumbai emerging as the key 
battleground. The BJP-led 
Mahayuti faces a tough chal-
lenge from the Thackeray 
cousins’ united front for con-
trol of the cash-rich Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC).

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis predicted that MNS 
leader Raj Thackeray would 
emerge as the biggest loser in 
his alliance with cousin Ud-
dhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena 
(UBT). He dismissed the re-
cent local alliances of NCP 
factions in Pune and Pimpri 
Chinchwad as limited devel-
opments.

The BJP has campaigned 
extensively, with Fadnavis, 
Eknath Shinde, and Ajit 
Pawar traveling across the 
state, while Uddhav and Raj 

Thackeray focused on Mum-
bai, Thane, Nashik, and Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar. Star 
campaigners like AIMIM 
chief Asaduddin Owaisi, Tel-
angana minister Mohammad 
Azharuddin, and Tamil Nadu 
BJP leader K Annamalai have 
also participated.

Polling for 2,869 seats 
across 893 Maharashtra wards 
will be held on January 15 
from 7.30 am to 5.30 pm, 
with over 3.48 crore voters 
choosing among 15,931 can-
didates, including 1,700 in 
Mumbai and 1,166 in Pune. 
Counting is on January 16, 
with 25,000 police deployed.

This is the first BMC elec-
tion since Shiv Sena’s 2022 
split. Mahayuti promises 50% 
BEST bus fare concession for 
women, the Thackeray front 
offers domestic worker allow-
ances and property tax relief, 
while Congress focuses on 
pollution, fleet upgrades, and 
financial reforms.



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   JANUARY 15, 2026 
NATION 7

Diarrhea Outbreak Claims Fifteen Lives
INDORE

 
An audit report on deaths in 
Bhagirathpura, Indore, sug-
gests that 15 out of 21 fatali-
ties may be linked to a recent 
outbreak of vomiting and di-
arrhea, sources said. The out-
break is believed to have been 
caused by contaminated 
drinking water in the area.

On Tuesday, five new diar-
rhoea cases were reported in 
Bhagirathpura. Chief Medical 
and Health Officer Dr. Mad-
hav Prasad Hasani said the 
patients received treatment at 
local health centres. The ad-
ministration has officially 
confirmed six deaths due to 
contaminated water, while lo-
cals claim 23 people, includ-

ing a six-month-old child, 
have died so far.

A committee of senior doc-
tors from Mahatma Gandhi 
Memorial Medical College 
analysed the deaths and sub-
mitted the audit report to the 
administration. District Mag-
istrate Shivam Verma said the 
report indicated some fatali-

ties were linked to vomiting 
and diarrhoea, while others 
had unrelated causes. For cer-
tain cases, the exact cause of 
death could not be deter-
mined.

Since the outbreak on De-
cember 29, 436 patients were 
admitted to hospitals, with 
403 discharged after recovery. 

Currently, 33 patients remain 
hospitalised, including eight 
in ICUs.

Verma added that the ad-
ministration has provided Rs 
2 lakh each to 18 affected 
families. “All deaths are very 
sad, regardless of cause. We 
are consoling families and 
providing support,” he said.

The audit underscores the 
urgent need to address wa-
ter contamination in Bhagi-
rathpura and prevent fur-
ther illness. 

Authorities are monitoring 
the situation closely and tak-
ing measures to ensure safe 
drinking water for residents, 
while hospitals continue treat-
ment for those affected by the 
outbreak.

WATER CRISIS
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Maharashtra 
Strengthens Security 

For Board Exams

Ranchi Children 
Rescued After Long 
Kidnapping Ordeal

Man Seriously Injured 
Over Cow Smuggling 

Suspicion

MUMBAI
The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has increased 

security for the up-
coming Class 10 and 
12 board exams. Sen-

sitive exam centres 
will have CCTV camer-
as inside and outside 

halls, with footage ac-
cessible to officials 

throughout the exams. 
Drones and external 
cameras will monitor 
high-risk centres. Po-
lice and home guards 

will escort question 
papers during trans-

port, and government 
vehicles may be used 
for safe delivery. Of-

ficers will be deployed 
at exam venues to 

prevent cheating, pa-
per leaks, and any out-
side disturbances, en-
suring smooth exam 

conduct.

RANCHI
Two children kid-

napped from Ranchi 
were rescued safely on 
Wednesday, ending 13 

days of fear for their 
family. Seven-year-old 
Ansh Kumar and six-
year-old Anshika Ku-

mari, missing from 
Dhurwa area, were 
found in Chitarpur, 
Ramgarh district. 

Ranchi Police arrested 
two accused from Au-
rangabad, Bihar, linked 
to the case. A special 

police team carried out 
the operation, and the 

children were un-
harmed. Earlier, author-
ities had announced a 

Rs 4 lakh reward for in-
formation leading to 
their safe recovery.

RAJASTHAN
A man was critically in-
jured after villagers al-
legedly beat him over 
cow smuggling suspi-
cion in Khairthal-Tijara 

district. Sahun Khan 
and three others were 

seen trying to take three 
cows from a field. Vil-
lagers chased them; 
two escaped while 

Khan was caught and 
assaulted. He was ad-
mitted to Alwar district 

hospital and later re-
ferred to Jaipur for sur-

gery. Doctors said he 
has fractures in his 

hands and legs. Police 
have started an investi-
gation to determine the 
events and hold those 

responsible.

Murmu Receives Credentials From 
Austrian Ambassador Zischg

US Ambassador presents his credentials to Prez Murmu
NEW DELHI

 
President Droupadi Murmu 
on Wednesday received cre-
dentials from Dr. Robert Zis-
chg, the Austrian Ambassador 
to India, at Rashtrapati Bha-
van. The ceremony also in-
cluded the envoys of Trinidad 
and Tobago and the United 
States presenting their creden-
tials.

Dr. Zischg expressed his 
honour in meeting the Presi-
dent and reaffirmed his com-
mitment to strengthening 
Austria-India ties. He high-
lighted the longstanding 
friendship between the two 
nations, rooted in strong peo-
ple-to-people links and eco-
nomic cooperation. “During 
my tenure, I look forward to 
deepening cooperation and 

working closely with Indian 
partners,” he said. The Austri-
an Embassy welcomed him 
on X, marking the official 
start of his duties and under-
lining the excellent bilateral 
relationship.

India and Austria formally 
established diplomatic rela-
tions on November 10, 1949. 
Over the years, both countries 
have maintained strong en-
gagement in trade, culture, 
education, and technology. 

High-level visits in recent 
years have strengthened these 
ties, including Austrian For-
eign Minister Alexander 
Schallenberg’s visit to India 
in March 2022 and External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar’s visit to Austria in early 
2023.

In 2025, Jaishankar held 
discussions with Austrian 
Foreign Minister Beate 
Meinl-Reisinger, reaffirming 
zero tolerance for terrorism 
and opposing nuclear black-
mail. They also discussed bi-
lateral cooperation and the 
Ukraine conflict. Dr. Zischg’s 
presentation of credentials 
marks a new chapter in 
Austria-India relations, with 
both countries focusing on 
stronger economic, cultural, 
and diplomatic engagement.

Jaishankar Reviews 
Priorities With IORA 

Secretary General
NEW DELHI

 
External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar on Tuesday met 
Ambassador Sanjiv Ranjan, 
Secretary General of the Indi-
an Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA), in New Delhi to re-
view key areas of cooperation 
among member states. 

The meeting focused on en-
hancing engagement across 
governments, businesses, and 
academic institutions, and 
strengthening partnerships to 
support sustainable and inclu-
sive growth in the Indian 
Ocean region.

Sharing details on X, Jais-
hankar said, “Glad to meet 
Amb Sanjiv Ranjan, Secre-
tary General of the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association, to-
day in Delhi. Discussed prior-
ity areas for cooperation with 
the governments, businesses 
& academia of IORA member 
states.” Discussions high-
lighted collaborative efforts 
within IORA to address 
shared economic, develop-
mental, and security challeng-
es. IORA serves as a multilat-
eral platform for countries 
bordering the Indian Ocean to 
promote regional coopera-
tion. Its agenda includes trade 
and investment facilitation, 
maritime safety, fisheries 
management, disaster risk re-
duction, tourism, and aca-
demic exchanges. India has 

been an active participant, 
advocating a results-oriented 
approach that delivers tangi-
ble benefits.

During the meeting, Jais-
hankar stressed the need for 
closer coordination among 
member states to unlock eco-
nomic potential while main-
taining regional stability and 
resilience. 

He highlighted the role of 
businesses in trade and in-
vestment and academic insti-
tutions in innovation, capaci-
ty building, and policymak-
ing. Ambassador Ranjan 
briefed Jaishankar on IORA’s 
ongoing programmes and fu-
ture priorities. Both sides 
agreed to translate dialogue 
into practical outcomes, rein-
forcing IORA’s relevance 
amid a changing geopolitical 
and economic environment. 

The interaction underscores 
India’s commitment to multi-
lateral engagement, maritime 
security, and sustainable de-
velopment in the Indian 
Ocean region.

External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar met IORA 

Secretary General Sanjiv 
Ranjan to discuss 

cooperation, trade, 
maritime security, and 

sustainable development 
in the Indian Ocean 

region.

MNS chief Raj Thackeray slammed the State Election Commission 
over new campaign rules and PADU machines

Raj Thackeray Criticizes SEC 
Over New Election Rules

MUMBAI
 

As Maharashtra gears up for 
elections in 29 municipal cor-
porations on Thursday, MNS 
chief Raj Thackeray launched 
a sharp attack on the State 
Election Commission (SEC). 
Speaking at his residence with 
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray, he criticized 
a recent notification allowing 
candidates to meet voters 
door-to-door until the day of 
polling. Traditionally, a 48-
hour silence period is ob-
served before voting, during 
which campaigning ends.

Addressing the media on 
Wednesday, Raj Thackeray 
expressed outrage, saying the 
rule could promote voter brib-
ery. “They say you cannot 
distribute leaflets, but maybe 
they mean distributing money. 
Is the SEC serving the gov-
ernment’s interests?” he 
asked. He also questioned the 
introduction of PADU ma-
chines, a backup device for 
vote counting, alleging that 
political parties and the public 

have not been shown how 
they work. He claimed that 
even after inquiries, including 
letters from Uddhav Thacker-
ay, no clarity has been provid-
ed.

Raj Thackeray warned 
MNS and Shiv Sena workers 
to stay alert, alleging that op-
ponents, particularly BJP and 
Shinde faction candidates, are 
hiding cash inside campaign 
pamphlets. “Watch the candi-
dates visiting homes. People 
are rejecting this, but we must 
monitor money distribution 
closely,” he said.

The SEC, represented by 
Dinesh Waghmare, clarified 

that the rules are based on a 
2012 standing order allowing 
door-to-door visits after pub-
lic campaigning ends. Rallies 
and large gatherings must still 
end 48 hours before polling. 
Door-to-door campaigning is 
limited to five people per 
group, without microphones 
or sound systems. Any distri-
bution of cash or gifts is a 
criminal offence and is being 
closely monitored.

The allegations by Raj 
Thackeray have heightened 
tensions, raising questions 
about election fairness and 
transparency in Maharashtra’s 
municipal elections.

India, Greece Hold Inaugural Joint Services Staff Talks
NEW DELHI

 
India and Greece held their 
first Joint Services Staff Talks 
in New Delhi, marking a ma-
jor step in strengthening de-
fence cooperation. The talks 
reflected growing strategic 
alignment between the two 
countries in security and mil-
itary matters.

The meeting was co-
chaired by senior officials 
from India’s Headquarters In-
tegrated Defence Staff (HQ 
IDS) and the Hellenic Nation-
al Defence General Staff of 
Greece. Representatives from 
both sides discussed expand-
ing military-to-military en-
gagement through exchange 
programmes, capability de-
velopment, and practical op-
erational cooperation. Exist-

ing defence initiatives were 
reviewed, and new opportuni-
ties for collaboration across 
various domains were identi-
fied. In a post on X, HQ IDS 
said, “The inaugural In-
dia-Greece Joint Services 
Staff Talks were successfully 
conducted in New Delhi. Dis-
cussions focused on expand-
ing bilateral military cooper-
ation, exchange programmes, 
capability development, and 
measures to enhance opera-
tional engagement. Both sides 
reaffirmed commitment to 
strategic cooperation and re-
gional and global security, 
marking a new era in In-
dia-Greece defence relations.”

Last month, India and 
Greece held the first In-
dia-Greece Maritime Security 
Dialogue in Athens, covering 

maritime cooperation in the 
Mediterranean, Indo-Pacific, 
and Arctic regions. Both na-
tions explored ways to 
strengthen maritime domain 
awareness, sustainable devel-
opment of marine resources, 
naval collaboration, humani-
tarian assistance, disaster re-
lief, and enhanced shipping 
connectivity. Both sides reaf-

firmed their commitment to 
deepening defence and mari-
time ties and agreed to hold 
the next round of talks in New 
Delhi after progress on agreed 
deliverables. The inaugural 
dialogue sets a strong founda-
tion for future military coop-
eration, mutual trust, and joint 
efforts in regional and global 
security.

Rajnath Singh Hails Ex-Servicemen 
As Pillars Of National Consciousness
NEW DELHI

 
Ex-se rv icemen  ra l l i e s , 
wreath-laying ceremonies, 
grievance redressal counters, 
and help desks were held 
across India on Tuesday to 
mark the 10th Defence Forces 
Veterans’ Day. The main 
event took place at the 
Manekshaw Centre in Delhi 
Cantt, attended by around 
2,500 veterans from the Del-
hi-NCR region.

Raksha Mantri Rajnath 
Singh paid tribute to veterans’ 
courage, sacrifices, and dedi-
cated service, describing them 
as living pillars of national 
consciousness and symbols of 
collective bravery. He urged 

veterans to mentor youth, 
guide Agniveers and young 
soldiers, assist civil authori-
ties in emergencies, and pro-
mote social harmony, thereby 
strengthening patriotism and 
contributing to nation-build-
ing. Highlighting veterans’ 
invaluable experience, leader-
ship, and values, Singh said 
they can positively impact 
education, skill development, 
disaster management, com-
munity leadership, and inno-
vation. He also remembered 
the sacrifices of soldiers in-
volved in Operation Pawan in 
Sri Lanka, acknowledging 
that their contributions had 
previously gone unrec-
ognised. Under PM Modi’s 

leadership, these soldiers are 
now being honoured at the 
National War Memorial.

Singh praised veterans for 
their selfless service, disci-
pline, and courage, noting that 
while uniforms and workplac-
es may change, the spirit of 
patriotism remains. He reaf-
firmed the government’s com-
mitment to their welfare, in-
cluding the implementation of 
One Rank One Pension 
(OROP) and strengthening the 
Ex-Servicemen Contributory 
Health Scheme (ECHS). Re-
mote healthcare through tele-
medicine is being expanded to 
ensure treatment reaches vet-
erans in villages and remote 
areas.

BJP’s Guru Prakash Labels Rahul 
Gandhi Separatist Politics Example
NEW DELHI

 
BJP National Spokesper-
son Guru Prakash on 
Wednesday sharply criti-
cised Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi, calling him a 
“perfect textbook example 
and case study of separat-
ism in Indian politics.” Ad-
dressing a press conference 
at BJP headquar-
ters, he accused the 
Congress and op-
position leaders of 
promoting region-
alism, casteism, 
a n d  l i n g u i s t i c 
chauvinism for 
electoral gains, 
which  he  sa id 
threatens national unity, 
peace, and stability.

Guru Prakash alleged 
that Rahul Gandhi’s ap-
proach varies by state to 
maximise political bene-
fits. “When he goes to Bi-
har, he spreads frenzy in 
the name of caste, and in 
Tamil Nadu, he engages in 
negative politics in the 
name of Tamil identity,” he 
said, urging him to refrain 
from such divisive rhetoric.

Questioning Gandhi’s 

comments on BJP’s com-
mitment to Tamil issues, 
the spokesperson said, 
“You have no authority to 
certify our dedication to 
Tamil culture. PM Modi’s 
government has consistent-
ly respected and promoted 
Tamil language, culture, 
and heritage, both in India 
and globally.” He high-

lighted the rec-
ognition of Tamil 
identity on inter-
national plat-
forms such as the 
United Nations 
and the G20, em-
phasizing the 
Prime Minister’s 
outreach to lin-

guistic diversity through 
initiatives like Mann Ki 
Baat. Guru Prakash further 
warned that opposition 
leaders, including Rahul 
Gandhi, repeatedly try to 
inflame regionalism and 
caste-based politics, ob-
structing peace and stabili-
ty. The remarks came after 
Rahul Gandhi supported 
the Vijay-starrer film Jana 
Nayagan and criticised the 
Centre over the CBFC’s 
certification hold.

Fadnavis Rules 
Out Any Future 
Alliance With 

Uddhav
MUMBAI

 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra  Fadnavis  on 
Wednesday ruled out any fu-
ture political alliance with 
the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) or Shiv Sena (UBT) 
chief Uddhav Thackeray. He 
asserted that the BJP-led Ma-
hayuti is fully capable of 
winning elections inde-
pendently.

“We are never going to 
need the MVA or Uddhav in 
the future. We can never 
form an alliance with them. 
Yes, they are not our ene-
mies, and we can have tea 
with them, but there will be 
no alliance,” Fadnavis told.

He described the Mahayu-
ti’s civic poll campaign as 
“serious and professional” 
from day one, highlighting 
candidates from ordinary 
backgrounds, including veg-
etable vendors, middle-class 
individuals, advocates, and 
even people without homes. 
Fadnavis said the campaign 
received an overwhelming 
response from voters im-
pressed by the work show-
cased before them.
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Tunisian journalist 

Chatha Belhaj 
Mubarak freed

Nine babies die, 
Siberian doctors 

detained

France to open 
Greenland consulate 

February 6

Tunis
Tunisian journalist Chatha 

Belhaj Mubarak was released 
Wednesday after an appeal 

court reduced her prison sen-
tence from five to two years. 

She had been jailed since 
2023 in the “Instalingo” case, 
involving politicians, media 
figures, and allegations of 
conspiracy and financial 

crimes, which she denied. 
Her family said her health de-

teriorated in prison, with 
hearing loss and a cancer di-
agnosis. Authorities said the 

case followed official investi-
gations into financial and se-

curity matters, rejecting 
claims of political motives. 

Mubarak’s release highlights 
ongoing tensions in Tunisia, 

where several journalists and 
opposition figures face trials 

and sentences.

Moscow
Russian authorities have de-
tained the chief doctor and 
ICU head of a Siberian ma-

ternity hospital after nine 
newborns died between De-
cember 1, 2025, and January 
12, 2026. Investigators said 
the deaths resulted from 

negligence in medical care. 
The doctors are under suspi-

cion, and neither they nor 
their lawyers were immedi-

ately reachable. The tragedy 
sparked outrage nationwide, 
with citizens and politicians 
questioning how Russia can 

boost its birth rate amid 
such incidents, a key goal for 

President Vladimir Putin. 
Authorities continue investi-
gating the case, which has 
drawn attention to safety 
and accountability stand-
ards in Russian hospitals.

Paris
France will open a consu-

late in Greenland on Febru-
ary 6, French Foreign Minis-

ter Jean-Noel Barrot an-
nounced Wednesday. The 
move, planned since last 

year, comes amid tensions 
over U.S. interest in the Arc-
tic territory. Barrot criticized 
Washington for “blackmail-

ing” Greenland and said 
any attempt to control the 
autonomous Danish region 
would harm NATO relations 

and U.S. interests. The 
French consulate aims to 

strengthen diplomatic and 
economic ties in the Arctic, 
a region of growing strate-

gic importance. Officials 
said the opening reflects 
France’s commitment to 

supporting Greenland’s au-
tonomy and maintaining 

stability in the region amid 
international competition.

George Vassiliou former 
president of Cyprus passes away
NICOSIA

George Vassiliou, the former 
president of Cyprus who 
guided the island closer to 
Europe and later into the Eu-
ropean Union, has died at the 
age of 94. His wife Androulla 
said he passed away in hospi-
tal on Wednesday.

Vassiliou served as Cyprus 
president from 1988 to 1993 
and was widely known as an 
“eternal optimist.” He played 
a key role in moving Cyprus 
from post colonial uncertainty 
into Europe’s political and 
economic system. His govern-
ment applied for European 
Union membership in 1990, a 
process that later led to Cy-
prus joining the EU in 2004.

Born in 1931 to communist 
parents, Vassiliou spent his 
youth in Europe during turbu-
lent Cold War years. As a 

young man in Hungary, he 
witnessed the 1956 uprising 
against Soviet rule. He once 
risked arrest by secretly car-
rying banned pamphlets to the 
West, offering the outside 
world rare details of the Sovi-
et crackdown.

Trained in economics, Vas-
siliou later returned to Cyprus 
and built a successful market 
research business. In 1988, he 
surprised many by winning 
the presidency with support 
from the communist AKEL 

party, despite being a liberal 
with market friendly views.

As president, he introduced 
reforms, cut taxes, pushed for 
accountability, and worked 
tirelessly to reunite the divid-
ed island. He supported Unit-
ed Nations plans to bring 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots 
together, though these efforts 
ultimately failed.

Vassiliou also helped create 
Cyprus’s first state university 
and worked to modernise the 
economy. After leaving office, 
he remained active in public 
life and European affairs.

Though he never achieved 
his dream of a reunited Cy-
prus, Vassiliou is remembered 
as a leader who believed 
strongly in dialogue, reform, 
and cooperation. His legacy 
lives on in Cyprus’s place 
within Europe and its ongoing 
search for lasting peace.
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Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Crane collapse derails train 
killing dozens in Thailand
Transport Minister Phiphat ordered a full investigation into the crane 

collapse, part of an elevated high-speed rail project

Iran unrest death 
toll nears 2,600

HRANA confirmed over 
2,400 protesters and 

nearly 150 government-
linked deaths in Iran, with 

thousands arrested; an 
official earlier reported 

approximately 2,000 
fatalities since unrest 

began

Seoul weighs 
action after North 

drone claims
SEOUL

South Korea said it will take 
action based on the findings 
of an ongoing investigation 
into alleged drone incursions 
b l a m e d  o n  S e o u l  b y  
North Korea, officials said 
Wednesday.

Unification Minister Chung 
Dong-young spoke during a 
policy briefing a day after 
Kim Yo-jong, the influential 
sister of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un, again demand-
ed an apology for what 
Pyongyang says was a viola-
tion of its sovereignty.

North Korea’s military 
claimed that drones carrying 
survei l lance equipment 
crossed the border in Septem-
ber and again on January 4, 
calling the incident a serious 
breach.

Seoul quickly launched a 
probe, including the possibil-
i ty  tha t  c iv i l ians  may  
have been responsible ,  
while stressing that the 
South’s military did not send 
the  d rones  o r  opera te  
the models found in the 
North.

“The joint military-police 
team is working quickly, and 
once results are released, the 
government will respond ac-
cordingly,” Chung said.

He criticised North Korea’s 
use of media statements in-
stead of direct inter-Korean 
channels, calling it unusual 
and unhealthy.

Chung urged both sides to 
restore broken communica-
tion lines and resume dia-
logue to reduce tensions.

Venezuela frees prisoners, 
claims disputed by groups

CARACAS

Venezuela’s government said 
more than 400 prisoners have 
been released in recent days, 
but human rights groups  
say the real number is far 
lower, raising doubts about 
transparency.

Jorge Rodriguez, president 
of the National Assembly, 
told lawmakers that over 400 
people had been freed as part 
of what he described as a 
move to encourage peaceful 
coexistence. He did not give 
clear details on when the re-
leases began or how many 
people remain in custody.

Rights groups and local non 
government organisations say 

they can only confirm the re-
lease of about 60 to 70 detain-
ees since last week. They crit-
icised the slow pace of releas-
es and complained about a 
lack of official information 
for families.

The issue of detainees has 
long been sensitive in Vene-
zuela. Opposition leaders say 
many of those held are politi-
cal prisoners, arrested after 
protests over the disputed 
2024 election. The govern-
ment denies this, insisting 
those detained broke the law 
or violated the constitution.

Rodriguez repeated this po-
sition in parliament, saying 
the people released were not 
political prisoners but politi-

cians who had encouraged 
unrest or foreign intervention. 
He said the decision was 
made in the interest of nation-
al peace.

On Monday, Venezuela’s 
prison authority said 116 peo-
ple had been freed, adding to 
confusion over the true figure. 
Foro Penal, a leading rights 
group, estimates at least 800 
political prisoners were still 
behind bars at the start of this 
year.

Opposition leader Maria 
Corina Machado has renewed 
calls for wider releases. Fam-
ilies and rights groups contin-
ue to report abuse in deten-
tion, including denial of med-
ical care.

DUBAI

The death toll from wide-
spread unrest in Iran has 
climbed close to 2,600, ac-
cording to a United States 
based rights group, as protests 
continue to challenge the 
country’s leadership amid ris-
ing economic pressure.

The demonstrations began 
on December 28 after sharp 
increases in prices and living 
costs. What started as eco-
nomic protests has now 
grown into one of the most 
serious challenges faced by 
Iran’s authorities in many 
years.

The HRANA rights group 
said it has confirmed the 
deaths of more than 2,400 
protesters and nearly 150 peo-
ple linked to the government. 
An Iranian official earlier 
placed the toll at around 
2,000. Thousands have also 
been arrested since the unrest 
began.

Tensions have risen further 
after strong statements from 
former US President Donald 
Trump. He warned of serious 
action if Iran executes protest-
ers and urged Iranians to con-
tinue demonstrations. Howev-
er, he did not give details on 
possible steps. Israeli officials 
said assessments suggest pos-
sible US intervention, though 
timing and scale remain  
unclear.

Iran has increased diplo-
matic contacts with regional 
countries including Turkey, 
the United Arab Emirates, and 
Qatar. Iranian officials said 
calm has returned and 
stressed their right to protect 

national security from foreign 
interference.

Information from Iran re-
mains limited due to internet 
shutdowns. A US organisation 
said satellite internet services 
were being offered to help 
people access information.

Iranian authorities blame 
foreign powers for fuelling 
unrest and accuse violent 
groups of attacking public 
property and security forces. 
State media reported funerals 
for civilians and security per-
sonnel killed in the violence.

Rights groups also raised 
concerns about possible exe-
cutions of detained protesters. 
Iranian officials have called 
for fast legal action against 
those accused of serious 
crimes.

Despite pro government 
rallies, analysts say the situa-
tion remains tense. The unrest 
comes as Iran continues to 
recover from last year’s con-
flict and faces growing  
regional and international 
pressure.

Rights groups report only 60–70 detainees released since last week, 
criticizing slow pace and lack of official family information

BANGKOK

At least twenty five people 
were killed and around eighty 
injured after a construction 
crane collapsed onto a mov-
ing passenger train in north-
eastern Thailand on Wednes-
day, police said.

The accident happened in 
the Sikhio district of Nakhon 
Ratchasima province, about 
230 kilometres from Bang-
kok. The train was travelling 
from the capital to Ubon Rat-
chathani when the crane fell 
on three of its carriages, caus-
ing the train to derail and 
briefly catch fire.

Police officials said rescue 
teams are still searching the 
wreckage for possible addi-
tional victims. Most of the 
deaths occurred in two car-
riages that were directly hit 
by the crane. About 195 pas-
sengers were on board at the 
time of the accident.

Transport Minister Phiphat 

Ratchakitprakarn said he has 
ordered a full investigation to 
find out how the crane col-
lapsed. Early reports said the 
crane was part of an elevated 
high speed rail project being 
built above the existing rail-
way line.

Images from the si te 
showed overturned train 
coaches lying beside shru-

bland, with firefighters work-
ing to put out flames as thick 
smoke rose from the wreck-
age. Rescue workers were 
seen pulling injured passen-
gers from damaged carriages 
and rushing them to nearby 
hospitals.

The high speed rail project 
is one of several major infra-
structure works underway in 

Thailand. It is planned to link 
Bangkok with the northeast-
ern city of Nong Khai and 
further connect to China 
through Laos. Officials earlier 
said more than one third of 
construction on the Bangkok 
to Nakhon Ratchasima sec-
tion had been completed.

China’s foreign ministry 
said it was paying close atten-
tion to the incident and 
stressed the importance of 
safety at construction sites. 
Officials added that the exact 
cause of the crane collapse is 
still under investigation.

The tragedy has raised fresh 
concerns about construction 
safety and oversight near ac-
tive transport routes. Author-
ities said support is being pro-
vided to victims’ families, 
while emergency services 
continue recovery efforts and 
investigators work to deter-
mine responsibility and pre-
vent similar accidents in the 
future.

Cambodia accuses Thailand of truce violations
PHNOM PENH

Cambodia has accused Thai 
troops of continuing to occu-
py civilian areas along the 
disputed border, raising con-
cerns over the December 
ceasefire that ended weeks of 
deadly clashes between the 
two neighbours.

Cambodian Foreign Minis-
ter Prak Sokhonn said Thai 
forces have placed barbed 
wire and shipping containers 
inside Cambodian territory, 
preventing thousands of fam-
ilies from returning home. 
He said up to four thousand 
families remain displaced de-
spite the truce agreement.

Speaking to Reuters, Sok-
honn said the situation is cur-
rently calm but still risky. He 
urged Thailand to fully re-
spect the ceasefire terms and 
allow civilians to return safe-
ly to their villages along the 
frontier.

Thailand has rejected the 
accusations. Thai military 
and government officials said 
their troops are holding exist-
ing positions under the 
ceasefire rules and denied 
any occupation of Cambodi-
an land. Bangkok described 
the claims as baseless and 
said it remains committed to 
de-escalation.

The December clashes fol-

lowed an earlier round of 
fighting in July and lasted 
nearly three weeks. The vio-
lence killed more than one 
hundred people and dis-
placed over half a million on 
both sides. The conflict is 
linked to a long running bor-
der dispute that has flared up 
repeatedly over the past  
century.

Cambodia has requested a 
meeting of the Joint Bound-
ary Commission to resolve 
the issue, but Thailand has 
yet to confirm participation. 
Thai officials said talks will 
resume after a new govern-
ment is formed following 
elections in February.

Seat sharing disputes 
rock Jamaat led alliance

DHAKA

With Bangladesh preparing 
for the February 12 general 
elections, internal cracks have 
surfaced within the Ja-
maat-e-Islami-led alliance as 
disputes over seat sharing 
continue to deepen, according 
to local media reports.

Despite a deadline to final-
ise arrangements, disagree-
ments remain unresolved 
among some key alliance 
partners. Reports said eight of 
the eleven parties in the alli-
ance have reached seat-shar-
ing deals with Jamaat, while 
Islami Andolan Bangladesh 
and Bangladesh Khelafat Ma-
jlis are yet to agree.

Sources said Islami Andolan 
initially demanded the right to 
contest more than one hundred 
seats. After weeks of talks, the 
party gradually lowered its de-
mand, most recently seeking 
over fifty seats. However, Ja-
maat’s offer of around forty 
seats has caused dissatisfaction 
within the party.

While some Islami Andolan 
leaders are open to accepting 
forty to forty five seats, others 
believe the alliance should be 
reconsidered if their demands 
are not met. This internal di-

vide has added to the uncer-
tainty.

Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis 
leaders also confirmed talks 
with Jamaat earlier this week 
but said no agreement was 
reached. The party is report-
edly seeking twenty five to 
thirty seats, while Jamaat is 
offering a maximum of twen-
ty. A senior leader said the 
party may field candidates 
independently in seats where 
no deal is finalised.

Local media noted that Ja-
maat and Islami Andolan, two 
of the country’s largest Isla-
mist groups, had held negoti-
ations for more than three 
months to unite Islamist votes 
under a broader alliance. 
However, talks collapsed just 
before the December 29 nom-
ination deadline.

As a result, both parties 
submitted nomination papers 
in hundreds of constituencies. 
Election Commission data 
shows Jamaat filed nomina-
tions in 276 seats, while Isla-
mi Andolan filed in 268 seats, 
intensifying tensions.

With polls nearing, political 
uncertainty is growing as alli-
ances struggle to maintain 
unity amid rising competition 
and pressure.

NSW Premier wants Bondi 
Beach footbridge removed

SYDNEY

New South Wales Premier Chris Minns said the foot-
bridge used by gunmen in last month’s Bondi Beach ter-
ror attack should be removed. The bridge, linking a main 
road to a park near the beach, was used during the shoot-
ing that killed 15 people at a Hanukkah event. Minns said 
he feared it could become a “ghoulish reminder” if left 
standing, though the local council will make the final 
decision after consulting victims’ families and the Jewish 
community. A national day of mourning for the victims 
will be observed on January 22, with flags at half-mast 
across Australia.
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Germany pitches India as core global partner
NEW DELHI

Germany’s new Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz used his first 
official visit to India to send a 
strong message that New Del-
hi is now a key partner for 
trade, technology, and securi-
ty. The two day visit took 
place in Ahmedabad and Ben-
galuru and mixed diplomacy, 
business, and culture at a time 
when global ties are under 
strain.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi welcomed Merz in 
Ahmedabad, where meetings 
were held at Mahatma Mandir 
in Gandhinagar. The leaders 
spoke to the media and shared 
plans to deepen cooperation 
in trade, defence, and innova-
tion, while also highlighting 
shared democratic values.

Economic cooperation 

stood at the centre of the visit. 
Merz arrived with a delega-
tion of twenty three German 
chief executives and industry 
leaders. Both sides noted that 
Germany already makes up 
more than one quarter of In-
dia’s total trade with the Eu-

ropean Union, with trade 
touching record levels since 
2024.

Merz also gave political 
support to the long pending 
India European Union Free 
Trade Agreement. He said the 
deal could be finalised by the 

end of January. A new Joint 
Declaration of Intent was an-
nounced to strengthen eco-
nomic ties through a German 
Indian CEO Forum.

Defence and security talks 
received rare focus. The lead-
ers backed closer military en-
gagement, joint exercises, and 
a roadmap for defence pro-
duction. Talks included a ma-
jor plan to build submarines 
in India, matching Make in 
India goals.

Beyond defence, both coun-
tries signed nineteen agree-
ments covering clean energy, 
digital tools, education, skills, 
youth exchanges, and visa 
free transit, aiming to build a 
long lasting partnership fo-
cused on people, growth, 
trust, mobility, sustainability, 
innovation, and shared future 
together globally.

RECORD TRADE MOMENTUM

QUICK READ
Executive Centre  

India gets Sebi  
IPO nod

Groww parent 
Billionbrains profit  

drops in Q3

Hyundai plans  
India as strategic 

export hub

New Delhi
Executive Centre India 
has received approval 
from market regulator 
Sebi to raise Rs 2,600 
crore through an initial 

public offering. Sources 
said the company plans a 
full fresh issue of shares, 
with no offer for sale by 
existing investors. The 

Mumbai-based firm pro-
vides premium flexible of-
fice and workspace solu-

tions across key cities. 
Funds raised will be used 
to invest in its Abu Dhabi 

unit and support overseas 
expansion. A portion will 

also finance part pay-
ment for acquiring sub-

sidiaries in Singapore and 
Dubai from its promoter 
group, as it strengthens 
its global footprint and 

long-term growth plans.

Mumbai
Billionbrains Garage Ven-

tures, parent of online 
broker Groww, reported a 
sharp fall in profit for the 

third quarter of FY26. 
Consolidated net profit 

declined 28 percent to Rs 
546.93 crore, while reve-
nue rose nearly 25 per-
cent to Rs 1,216 crore. 

Standalone profit also 
slipped. Despite industry 
slowdown, Groww added 

users steadily. Its trans-
acting user base crossed 
two crore, with active us-
ers rising quarterly. Cus-
tomer assets jumped 39 

percent year-on-year. 
Market share improved in 
equities, derivatives, and 
mutual funds, while SIP 

inflows grew strongly dur-
ing the quarter. The com-
pany remained confident 
about long-term growth 
and expanding retail par-

ticipation.

Seoul
Hyundai Motor Group 

aims to turn India into a 
major export base as part 
of its global growth plans. 

Executive Chair Euisun 
Chung recently visited 

Hyundai and Kia plants in 
Chennai, Pune and Anan-

tapur to review produc-
tion and sales strategies. 
Hyundai holds nearly 20 

percent share of the Indi-
an auto market with ca-
pacity of 1.5 million vehi-
cles annually. After listing 

Hyundai Motor India in 
2024, the company plans 
deeper local focus. Chung 

said India’s support 
helped Hyundai grow and 
stressed building a strong 
home brand for long-term 

success. The expansion 
strategy highlights India’s 

rising role in Hyundai’s 
global operations world-

wide.
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Turmeric board drives 
farmer growth and exports
Turmeric exports rose over 50.7% in 2024–25 to $341.54 

million, with volumes increasing to 1.76 lakh tonnes
NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
is ter  Piyush Goyal  on 
Wednesday said the National 
Turmeric Board is playing a 
key role in empowering farm-
ers and expanding India’s tur-
meric exports across global 
markets.

Marking one year since the 
Board’s launch, Goyal said it 
was created to strengthen pro-
duction of the golden spice, 
support growers, and help In-
dia reach new export destina-
tions. He said the Board has 
already made steady progress 
toward these goals.

In a message shared on so-
cial media, the minister said 
the initiative is opening fresh 
opportunities for farmers, 
traders, and exporters while 
taking India’s agricultural 
strength to the world. He 
wished the Board continued 

success in building value for 
all stakeholders.

Official data shows turmer-
ic exports jumped by over 
50.7 per cent in the 2024–25 
financial year to 341.54 mil-
lion dollars, up from 226.58 
million dollars in the previous 
year. Export volumes also 
rose to more than 1.76 lakh 
metric tonnes, compared to 
1.62 lakh metric tonnes a year 
earlier.

Minister of State for Com-
merce and Industry Jitin 

Prasada told Parliament that 
India now holds around 66 
per cent of the global turmer-
ic market. The country’s  
leading importers since 2020 
include Bangladesh, the  
United Arab Emirates, the 
United States, Malaysia, and 
Morocco.

The National Turmeric 
Board is working to promote 
new product development, 
value addition, and wider 
global awareness of turmeric 
and its uses. It is also focused 
on building strong and sus-
tainable supply chains by im-
proving farm linkages, logis-
tics, and export infrastructure.

In addition, the Board is en-
couraging strict quality and 
safety standards across the 
turmeric supply chain, aiming 
to boost farmer incomes, en-
su re  cons i s t ency,  and 
strengthen India’s leadership 
in the global spice trade.

Madhya Pradesh leads 
PRAGATI with rapid clearances
BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh has emerged 
as one of the best performing 
states on India’s PRAGATI 
platform, resolving nearly all 
project hurdles and pushing 
infrastructure growth at a  
fast pace, Chief Minister Dr 
Mohan Yadav sa id  on 
Wednesday.

PRAGATI, launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2015, is a digital sys-
tem that tracks major projects, 
public complaints, and gov-
ernment schemes through real 
time dashboards instead of 
files. It brings together the 
Centre and states to remove 
delays and improve delivery.

Dr Yadav said Madhya 
Pradesh has monitored 209 
projects through the Project 
Monitoring Group portal, in-
volving investments worth Rs 
7.86 lakh crore. These proj-
ects cover key sectors such as 
power, roads, railways, tele-
com, coal, oil and gas, metro 
rail, renewable energy, and 
urban infrastructure.

The state has raised 322 is-
sues under the PMG system 
and resolved 312 of them, 
achieving a strong 97 per cent 
resolu t ion  ra te .  Under 
PRAGATI reviews, 124 is-

sues were flagged across 39 
projects, of which 120 were 
cleared. Only four issues re-
main pending.

Chief Secretary Anurag 
Jain said two pending matters 
relate to forest clearances, 
where procedures are com-
plete, while two involve land 
acquisition that will be re-
solved soon. The state cur-
rently has an active infrastruc-
ture pipeline worth Rs 5.24 
lakh crore.

Since its launch, PRAGATI 
has held 50 meetings for 
Madhya Pradesh, tracking 
projects worth Rs 1.74 lakh 
crore. Twenty projects are 
complete and nineteen are on-
going, including major rail-
way, highway, and power 
schemes.

A key success story is the 
Jabalpur Gondia rail gauge 
conversion project. After 
years of delay, PRAGATI 
helped clear hurdles, leading 
to full completion by 2021. 
The project improved connec-
tivity, trade, jobs, and access 
to services in central India.

Dr. Yadav stated 
Madhya Pradesh 

monitored 209 projects 
via the Project 

Monitoring Group 
portal, totaling Rs 7.86 

lakh crore, spanning 
power, transport, 

energy, telecom, and 
urban infrastructure 

sectors

Goa VAT bill 
eases rules for 
small dealers

PANAJI

The Goa government tabled a 
bill in the state assembly to 
simplify tax rules for small 
dealers, reduce repeated paper-
work, and set clear deadlines 
for settlement applications.

The Goa Value Added Tax 
Amendment Bill, 2026, pre-
sented by Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant during the winter 
session, proposes changes to 
the VAT law governing the 
composition scheme for  
traders.

The move aims to lower 
compliance pressure on small 
businesses and support ease 
of doing business across the 
state.

Under the proposal, eligible 
dealers will need to choose the 
composition option only once, 
instead of renewing it every 
financial year. The option will 
stay valid until a dealer exits 
voluntarily or becomes ineligi-
ble due to turnover limits or 
other conditions.

Dealers covered under the 
scheme can pay tax at a fixed 
rate on total turnover, replac-
ing regular VAT liability. The 
commissioner may allow pay-
ment in full or in instalments.
The bill also allows dealers to 
opt in during the year by filing 
a self declaration on turnover.

To prevent misuse, compo-
sition dealers cannot claim 
input tax credit, charge VAT 
on invoices, or issue tax in-
voices. Separate accounts will 
be required for different busi-
ness categories.The bill closes 
new settlement applications 
after June 30, 2026, and intro-
duces an appeal right before 
the VAT Tribunal.

Manufactured products in the Wholesale Price Index rose 0.41%, 
with 13 groups up, 8 down, key items increasing

Wholesale inflation rises 
slightly as price pressures ease

NEW DELHI

India’s wholesale price infla-
tion rose to 0.83 per cent in 
December 2025, moving into 
positive territory after remain-
ing negative in recent months. 
Official data released by the 
Commerce and Industry Min-
istry showed the increase was 
mainly driven by higher pric-
es of manufactured goods and 
minerals.

Food inflation at the whole-
sale level stayed flat at zero 
per cent in December, as food 
prices did not rise compared 
to the same month last year. 
This helped keep overall in-
flation under control despite 
pressure from industrial 
items.

Manufactured products, 
which carry the highest 
weight in the Wholesale Price 
Index, rose by 0.41 per cent 
during the month. Out of 
twenty two product groups, 
prices increased in thirteen, 
declined in eight, and re-
mained unchanged in one. 

Key items that saw price rises 
included basic metals, chem-
icals, textiles, and non metal-
lic mineral products.

At the same time, prices fell 
in sectors such as rubber and 
plastic products, food prod-
ucts, electronics, paper, and 
beverages compared to No-
vember 2025. The return to 
positive inflation comes after 
WPI inflation was negative at 
minus 0.32 per cent in No-
vember and minus 1.21 per 
cent in October.

On the consumer side, retail 
inflation based on the Con-

sumer Price Index stood at 
1.33 per cent in December, 
slightly higher than 0.71 per 
cent in November. Food infla-
tion under CPI remained neg-
ative at minus 2.71 per cent, 
marking the seventh straight 
month of falling food prices.

The Reserve Bank of India 
remains confident about the 
inflation outlook. It has cut its 
inflation forecast for 2025–26 
to 2 per cent and reduced the 
repo rate to support growth. 
The RBI said strong growth 
and low inflation offer a rare 
balance for the economy.

Warehousing leasing demand rises strongly across India
NEW DELHI

Industrial and warehousing 
leasing demand across India’s 
top eight cities stayed strong in 
2025, growing by 16 per cent 
to reach 36.9 million square 
feet, according to a new report 
released on Wednesday.

The report said Delhi NCR 
led the market with a 24 per 
cent share of total demand, 
followed closely by Chennai 
with 22 per cent. Together, 
these two cities emerged as 
the biggest drivers of industri-
al and warehousing activity 

during the year.
On a quarterly basis, de-

mand remained healthy in the 
last quarter of 2025, touching 
about 10.4 million square feet. 
Chennai and Pune together ac-
counted for 56 per cent of this 

quarterly demand, highlighting 
strong regional activity.

Third party logistics firms 
were the largest contributors, 
making up 32 per cent of total 
leasing during the year. De-
mand from engineering and e 

commerce companies also 
increased, adding momentum 
to the sector.

Experts said large transac-
tions played a major role. 
Deals above 200,000 square 
feet formed nearly 45 per cent 
of total leasing activity in 
2025, showing growing con-
fidence among occupiers.

Delhi NCR and Chennai 
each recorded more than 8 mil-
lion square feet of leasing 
during the year, jointly contrib-
uting over 45 per cent of over-
all demand. Pune and Mumbai 
followed, with around 5 mil-

lion square feet each.
Demand for Grade A ware-

houses remained high, espe-
cially in key hubs with strong 
manufacturing bases and 
good connectivity. Analysts 
expect these major markets to 
account for up to 80 per cent 
of demand in 2026 as well.

New supply also increased 
to 41.7 million square feet, up 
15 per cent from the previous 
year. This reflects improved 
developer confidence and an 
optimistic outlook for India’s 
industrial and logistics real 
estate sector.

S. Korean chipmakers face rising patent threats
SEOUL

South Korean chipmakers are 
facing rising risks from so-
called patent trolls as a global 
artificial intelligence boom 
pushes profits higher and 
draws legal attention, industry 
watchers said Wednesday.

Non-practicing entities, 
known as patent trolls, earn 
money by licensing or enforc-
ing patents without making 
products, often targeting suc-
cessful companies.

Concerns have grown as 
Samsung Electronics and SK 
hynix report record earnings 
and expand their global mar-
ket presence, making them 
attractive litigation targets.

Analysts also point to 
tougher patent protection pol-
icies in the United States, 
where safeguards against abu-
sive lawsuits have weakened.

A review system introduced 
in 2011 once helped challenge 

weak patents, but rule chang-
es later sharply reduced its 
impact.

Industry observers warn 
that frequent lawsuits could 
drain resources, slow re-
search, and hurt long-term 
competitiveness in semicon-
ductors, a core national  
industry.

They urge South Korea to 
raise concerns with Washing-
ton and global forums while 
preparing legal defenses.

Meanwhile, Samsung Elec-
tronics showed strength in 
consumer markets. It ranked 
second globally in smart-
phone shipments in 2025, 
growing five percent year-on-

year, driven by strong demand 
for affordable models.

Samsung’s market share 
rose to nineteen percent, 
while Apple led with twenty 
percent, highlighting intense 
competition even as legal 
risks cloud the booming chip 
industry’s future outlook.

Experts say clear patent 
rules, balanced enforcement, 
and fair reviews are vital to 
protect innovation while en-
suring healthy competition 
across global technology mar-
kets in the years ahead, sup-
porting investment, jobs, sup-
ply chains, exports, and long-
term growth for South Ko-
rea’s economy, companies, 
engineers, startups, suppliers, 
and research ecosystems 
worldwide, amid fast AI 
adoption, rising demand, 
shifting geopolitics, regulato-
ry change, legal uncertainty, 
and evolving global trade ties 
today.

Indian equities enter 
2026 on firmer footing

MUMBAI

Indian equity markets are en-
tering 2026 on a firmer footing 
after a year of consolidation, 
with improving valuations, re-
alistic earnings expectations, 
and strong domestic funda-
mentals shaping a more posi-
tive outlook, according to a 
report released on Wednesday.

Despite possible global 
risks, market experts said In-
dia’s macroeconomic base 
remains solid and supportive 
of long term growth.

Smallcase managers believe 
the New Year will favour 
earnings driven investing 
rather than short term mo-
mentum trading, encouraging 
discipline and careful stock 
selection.

The report expects a con-
sumption led growth cycle in 
2026, supported by moderate 
inflation, tax relief, GST cuts, 
and interest rate reductions 
that raise household income 
and ease borrowing.

Sonam Srivastava, founder 
of Wright Research, said val-
uations now look reasonable 
and earnings expectations are 
realistic, giving investors con-
fidence in stability.

She added that returns are 

likely to come from company 
performance instead of valu-
ation expansion.

Another expert, Sneha Jain, 
said large cap stocks appear 
attractive after last year’s val-
uation reset.

She noted that strong bal-
ance sheets, steady cash 
flows, and governance make 
them a stability anchor.

Looking ahead, experts ex-
pect Budget 2026 to maintain 
policy continuity through fis-
cal discipline, infrastructure 
spending, and support for 
manufacturing and small 
businesses.

Measures to widen house-
hold participation, improve 
credit access, and strengthen 
confidence could further rein-
force India’s steady investment 
outlook in the coming year.

Overall, analysts said steady 
reforms, predictable taxation, 
and sustained growth signals 
may help markets stay resil-
ient, attract long term capital, 
and support balanced, risk 
aware investment decisions 
across sectors, while keeping 
volatility manageable for retail 
and institutional investors 
alike during an evolving glob-
al economic environment this 
year ahead today.
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Migrat ion 
from Bangla-
desh to India fol-
lows well-estab-
lished though dangerous 
pathways. Migrants typically 
enter through jungle routes 
across the Bangladesh-India 
border, particularly in areas near 
the 24 Parganas district of West 
Bengal. The preferred entry 
points include Hakimpur, Tarali, 
and Jaynagar—locations that 
have become so frequently used 
that locals and traffickers have 
carved out established corridors 
through bamboo forests and ag-
ricultural lands.

Once inside Indian territory, 
migrants utilize railway net-
works as their primary means of 
reaching destination cities. Ex-
press trains carry migrants 
through transit states like Assam 
before dispersing them to urban 
centers across the country. The 
calculus is simple: railways offer 
relative anonymity in crowded 
compartments, and the journey 
costs less than alternative routes. 
Recent security operations have 
documented migrants traveling 
on trains with fake identity doc-
uments, though detection re-
mains sporadic given the volume 
of daily railway travel.

The entry process rarely be-
gins with individual initiative. 

Labor bro-
kers and trafficking agents facil-
itate the crossing, charging sub-
s tant ia l  fees—sometimes 
₹10,000 to ₹50,000 per per-
son—which migrants then 
spend years repaying through 
w a g e  d e d u c t i o n s .  T h i s 
debt-bondage structure traps 
workers in exploitative cycles 
where earnings are redirected to 
intermediaries rather than accu-
mulated for survival or eventual 
return migration.

Recent developments under-
score the dangers of these 
routes. In late 2025, coordinated 
police operations intensified 
verification drives across states, 
triggering a reverse migration 
wave. Hundreds of migrants 
lined up at border checkposts, 
fearing intensified scrutiny un-
der special identification and 
registrat ion (SIR) drives 
launched by the Election Com-
mission. Those same jungle cor-
ridors that enabled entry became 
routes of retreat as migrants 
rushed homeward, fearing arrest 
and deportation.

THE HIDDEN CRISIS 
of Bangladeshi Migration 
in India's Urban Shadows

In the sprawling streets of  Bengaluru, beyond the gleaming glass towers 
and bustling IT parks, another economy thrives—one built on the backs of  
those few notice. Construction sites hum with activity from dawn to dusk, 

towers rise story by story, yet the workers who make it possible remain 
largely invisible to the city's conscience. They are here because economic 

desperation knows no border, because crop failures have ruined 
agricultural livelihoods back home, and because wages that would barely 

sustain survival in villages can translate to desperate hope in cities. 
Among these workers, Bangladeshi migrants represent a particularly 
vulnerable and crucial segment—living in shadows, working without 
documentation, and existing in the legal gray zones of  Indian urban 

centers. The story of  Bangladeshi migrants in India is not new, but it is 
increasingly urgent. It encompasses economic necessity and systemic 

exploitation, government enforcement and human rights violations, 
survival ingenuity and institutional failure. This is the story of  millions 

navigating between countries without papers, countries that want them 
gone, and an economy that cannot function without them.

Migration Scale
• 456 million internal mi-

grants in India (2011  
census) = 1/3 of population

• 32+ lakh people migrated 
to Karnataka in 2024

• 35% of urban Karnata-
ka population comprises 

migrants

• 20 million estimated illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants in 

India

• 15 lakh migrant laborers 
sustain Bengaluru  

construction industry alone

The Economic Engine: Why Migrants Cannot Be Ignored
Construction remains the single largest 
employer of migrant laborers across 
Indian cities, with approximately 52 
million people employed in the sector 
nationwide. In Bengaluru alone, 15 
lakh migrant laborers sustain the con-
struction industry, yet this contribution 
remains economically quantified but 
socially invisible. 
In 2024, over 32 lakh people migrated 
to Karnataka seeking employment op-
portunities, with 35% of the state's ur-
ban population comprising internal and 
international migrants. 
These numbers are not abstractions—
they represent the difference between 
infrastructure completion and stalled 
projects, between urban development 

and economic standstill. Bangladeshi 
migrants specifically occupy the low-
est rungs of this economic ladder, con-
centrated in roles others refuse: 
brick-laying, cement carrying, garbage 
segregation, domestic service, and 
rag-picking. They work not out of am-
bition but desperation, escaping crop 
failures and village debt cycles where 
daily wages hover around ₹20. 

Their willingness to accept lower 
compensation has created an unfortu-
nate dynamic where wages in con-
struction and labor-intensive sectors 
become suppressed across the board. 
Yet without this "reserve army of la-
bor," as economists term it, India's 
rapid urbanization would stall entire-

ly. The irony is cruel: the economy 
depends utterly on workers it simul-
taneously criminalizes.

The domestic work sector tells a 
parallel story. In apartment com-
plexes across Indian metros, Bangla-
deshi women work as domestic 
helpers, often earning between 
₹3,000 to ₹8,000 monthly for 
back-breaking work with no con-
tracts, no legal protections, and con-
stant vulnerability to abuse. These 
workers sustain middle-class life-
styles in cities, handle household 
tasks that enable dual-income fami-
lies, care for children and elderly rel-
atives—yet remain systematically 
exploited and legally nonexistent.

Employment Data
• 52 million con-
struction workers  
employed nation-
wide (2018-19)

• 90% of labor force 
employed in infor-
mal sector glob-

ally in low-income 
countries

• 53% of Indian 
economy comprises  
underground/infor-

mal sector

• 3D Jobs: Danger-
ous, Dirty, Demand-

ing work classifi-
cations for migrant 

employment The Invisible 
Crossing: 

Routes, 
Methods, and 
Human Cost

Border Crossing Routes
• Entry Points: Hakimpur, 

Tarali, Jaynagar, 24 Parga-
nas (West Bengal)

• ₹10,000-50,000 broker fees 
per person (repaid through 

wage deductions)

• 2-3 days typical border 
crossing duration

• 24-48 hours railway transit 
to destination cities

• Peak Seasons: March-May, 
September-November (agri-

cultural off-season)

The Paper Game: How Fake 
Documents Create Parallel Identities

In August 2025, authorities busted a 
major Aadhaar forgery racket in Uttar 
Pradesh that exemplifies the document 
fraud ecosystem. Police arrested ten 
individuals allegedly involved in cre-
ating fake Aadhaar cards and identity 
documents for Bangladeshi nationals, 
Rohingya refugees, and Nepalese mi-
grants. The gang operated across at 
least nine Indian states—Uttar 
Pradesh,  West  Bengal,  Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Delhi-NCR, Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra, Haryana, and Uttara-
khand—exploiting systemic vulnera-
bilities in enrollment processes.

The method was sophisticated yet 
revealing. Gang members took tempo-
rary employment at legitimately regis-
tered jan seva kendras (enrollment 
centers authorized by the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India), gaining 
insider knowledge of Aadhaar registra-
tion procedures. They then obtained 
unauthorized access credentials and 

passwords, capturing biometric data—
fingerprints and iris scans—without 
proper authorization. Using VPNs and 
remote-access tools, they created 
fraudulent entries in the Aadhaar sys-
tem and modified existing records. For 
migrants with no prior Indian docu-
mentation, the gang fabricated sup-
porting documents: birth certificates 
showing false dates of birth, residence 
proofs, and affidavits signed with fake 
government seals.

The pricing structure reflected 
market forces: each fake Aadhaar 
card cost between ₹2,000 and ₹40,000 
depending on the urgency and com-
plexity. Once obtained, these fake doc-
uments enabled migrants to access 
passports, open bank accounts, claim 
government benefits, and navigate bu-
reaucratic systems designed to exclude 
them. A single Aadhaar number be-
came the skeleton key to an otherwise 
locked India.

Yet document fraud extends beyond 
Aadhaar cards. Delhi Police operations 
in December 2024 dismantled another 

immigration racket involving 11 indi-
viduals who forged voter identity 
cards, ration cards, and other critical 
identity documents using both elec-
tronic and manual methods. They op-
erated fake websites mimicking gov-
ernment portals, further deepening the 
sophistication of the fraud ecosystem.

The technical vulnerabilities en-
abling this fraud reveal uncomfortable 
truths about identification systems. 
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 
technology used to verify ID docu-
ments achieves only approximately 
90% accuracy, even under optimal 
conditions. Fraudsters deliberately ma-
nipulate image quality or obscure text, 
knowing that software failures route 
cases for superficial manual review. 
Most verification systems prioritize 
text extraction over document integri-
ty validation—capturing content with-
out detecting tampering. Biometric 
spoofing exploits hardware weakness-
es; fake fingerprints made from sili-
cone or gel molds can deceive basic 
scanners, and iris-scan systems simi-
larly vulnerable to manipulation.

Mistaken Identity: When Verification Systems Fail the Legitimate
The dangers of these verification 
failures extend beyond empower-
ing fraud—they harm legitimate 
populations. Assam's National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) update 
between 2015 and 2019 provides a 
cautionary case study in systemic 
error. The NRC aimed to identify 
undocumented immigrants resid-
ing in Assam since 1971, a nomi-
nally legitimate administrative 
purpose. Yet implementation re-
vealed profound flaws in identity 
verification systems.

The Assam government collect-
ed biometric data from 27.43 lakh 
individuals during the appeals and 

claims process. The Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India then 
locked this biometric data on serv-
ers, initially denying Aadhaar 
cards to these individuals based on 
a misinterpretation of a Supreme 
Court order intended to prevent 
undocumented migrants from ob-
taining identity documents.

For over five years, lakhs of le-
gitimately included NRC individ-
uals were locked out of Aad-
haar—a document they were legal-
ly entitled to obtain under the Aad-
haar Act, which requires only 182 
days of residence. Workers like 
Salima Begum, a domestic worker 

from Guwahati who made it into 
the final NRC, remained unable to 
access government benefits, schol-
arships, and welfare initiatives de-
spite being legal residents. The 
administrative confusion was 
eventually acknowledged: officials 
admitted in 2024 that the biometric 
lockdown represented a misunder-
standing of judicial instructions, 
and 9.35 lakh biometric records 
were finally unlocked.

Yet this resolution brought bitter 
irony. The actual number of people 
whose biometrics had been collect-
ed was revealed to be 9.35 lakh, 
not 27.43 lakh as officials had re-

peatedly reported to state assem-
blies. The discrepancy was dis-
missed as "a fiction created by 
someone," offering no explanation 
for years of official false reporting 
or compensation for those wrong-
fully denied documents.

This case illustrates a systemic 
danger: verification systems de-
signed to exclude undocumented 
migrants inevitably harm docu-
mented populations as well. The 
boundaries between legitimate and 
illegitimate prove porous in prac-
tice, and administrative errors be-
come human tragedy for those 
caught in the bureaucratic net.

Discrimination and Exclusion: 
The Societal Response

The legal precarity of migrants in-
tersects dangerously with social 
hostility. In Bengaluru, Benga-
li-speaking migrants face employ-
ment discrimination and housing 
discrimination rooted in fears that 
undocumented Bangladeshis are in-
filtrating Indian cities. 

Housing societies have collec-
tively decided to not employ Ben-
gali-speaking workers—a prejudi-
cial policy that harms not only un-
documented migrants but also 
Bengali-speaking Indian citizens 
and West Bengali migrants who are 
legal residents.

The discrimination reflects deeper 
anxieties about demographic change 
and cultural identity. Nationalist 
movements in various states explic-
itly frame internal and international 
migration as threats to regional 
identity. "Sons of Soil" ideologies in 
states like Maharashtra advocate 
employment preference for local 
residents, framing migrants as wage 
suppressors and cultural invaders. 

State governments including Hary-
ana have passed bills prioritizing 
local residents for government con-
tracts and jobs.

These attitudes translate into ev-
eryday violence and harassment. 
Migrant workers face name-calling, 
hostile stares, eviction threats, po-
lice interrogation, and physical vio-
lence. The combination of legal 
precarity and social hostility creates 
what researchers term "social and 
legal marginalization"—a two-front 
vulnerability where both state sys-
tems and community members treat 
migrants as threatening outsiders.

Yet integration does occur in spe-
cific contexts. Research indicates 
that approximately 60.8% of Ban-
gladeshi migrants receive help from 
local Indian residents—significantly 
higher than comparable rates for 
Nepalese migrants. Some migrants 
reciprocate by assisting locals, sug-
gesting that day-to-day community 
relationships can transcend poli-
cy-level hostility.
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Manchester United hires MICHAEL CARRICK 
as head coach until season’s end

MANCHESTER
 

Manchester United have 
turned to for-
mer player 
M i c h a e l 
Carrick in 
an at-

tempt to rescue their troubled 
season, appointing him as 
head coach until the end of 
the campaign following the 
dismissal of Ruben Amorim 

last week.
Carrick, who en-

joyed a trophy-laden 
playing career at 
Old Trafford, was 
confirmed in the 
role. The former 
England mid-
fielder won five 
Premier League 
titles and the 
UEFA Cham-
pions League 
during his 12 
years at United 
and remains 

one of the most decorated 
players of the club’s modern 
era. He also previously served 
as an assistant coach and 
had an unbeaten 
three-match stint as 
interim manager 
after Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer was 
sacked in 2021.

On this occa-
sion, Carrick was 
chosen ahead of 
Solskjaer, who was 
also interviewed for the 
post. “I know what it takes to 
succeed here,” Carrick said. 
“My focus is now on helping 
the players reach the stan-
dards we expect at this in-
credible club.” The appoint-

ment gives United breathing 
space to search for a long-
term successor to Amorim, 

the sixth permanent man-
ager to be removed 

since Sir Alex Fer-
guson retired in 
2013. Although 
initially a short-
term deal, Unit-
ed notably avoid-
ed labelling Car-

rick as an interim 
coach, leaving open 

the possibility of an ex-
tended stay should results im-
prove over the remaining 17 
matches. Carrick’s only full-
time managerial experience 
came at Championship side 
Middlesbrough from 2022 to 

2025, where he failed to se-
cure promotion to the Premier 
League. Former England as-
sistant Steve Holland will join 
his coaching staff.

His task is daunting. Unit-
ed sit seventh in the Premier 
League and face back-to-
back tests against Manchester 
City and Arsenal. With do-
mestic cups already gone, 
Carrick’s immediate priority 
is to drive a push for Cham-
pions League qualification 
and restore belief among 
players and supporters alike. 
“There is still a lot to fight 
for,” Carrick said, expressing 
“total belief” in the squad as 
United look to halt their 
post-Ferguson decline.

Former 
midfielder 

returns to Old 
Trafford hoping 

to steady 
faltering 

campaign

Brentford’s Thiago 
eyes WC berth

LONDON
 

Brentford forward Igor 
Thiago has already writ-
ten his name into Premier 
League history, and the 
Brazilian is now daring to 
dream of carrying his re-
markable journey all the 
way to the World Cup. 
The 24-year-old set a new 
benchmark for Brazilian 
players in England’s top 
flight earlier this month, 
scoring twice in Brent-
ford’s 3-0 win over Sun-
derland to take his season 
tally to 16 goals. That 
haul eclipsed the previous 
single-season Premier 
League best of 15 goals 
jointly held by Roberto 
Firmino, Gabriel Marti-
nelli and Matheus Cunha.

Driven by a desire to 
honour the memory of his 
father and inspired by 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s rise 
at Manchester United, 
Thiago has emerged as 
one of the league’s 
most feared strik-
ers. His impos-
ing physical 
presence and 
ruthless fin-
ishing have 
t r a n s -
f o r m e d 
B r e n t -
ford’s at-
tack, help-
ing the club 
surge to fifth 
place and into 
unlikely conten-
tion for Champi-
ons League quali-

fication.
Thiago’s rise has been 

anything but convention-
al. Just three years ago, he 
was a relatively unknown 
figure at Bulgarian side 
Ludogorets Razgrad. His 
goals there earned a move 
to Club Brugge in 2023, 
before Brentford signed 
him for a club-record £30 
million in 2024. 

A serious knee injury 
delayed his impact, but he 
has made up for lost time 
this season following the 
departures of Bryan 
Mbeumo and Yoane Wis-
sa. He announced his re-
turn in style with goals 
against Nottingham For-
est, Manchester United 
and Liverpool, before 
smashing a hat-trick at 
Everton and breaking the 
Brazilian record days lat-
er. Off the pitch, Thiago’s 
story is equally compel-
ling. After losing his fa-
ther at 13, he worked as a 
bricklayer and fruit seller 
to support his family, 
while his mother collect-
ed rubbish in their home-
town near Brasilia.

Now linked with a 
move to Arsenal, Thiago 

has also thrust him-
self into Brazil’s 
World Cup con-
versation. “It’s my 
biggest goal,” he 

said. “When I 
reach there, 
i t  w i l l 
mean I’ve 
made it.”

Antoine Semenyo an instant hit as 
Man City close on League Cup final

Semenyo strikes again as Guardiola’s City seize control of semi-final tie

NEWCASTLE
 

Antoine Semenyo made an 
immediate impact at Man-
chester City as the newly 
signed forward inspired a 2-0 
victory over Newcastle Unit-
ed in the first leg of the En-
glish League Cup semi-final 
at St James’ Park on Tuesday.

The Ghana international, 
who completed a £65 million 
move from Bournemouth last 
week, opened the scoring and 
had another effort controver-
sially ruled out as Pep Guar-
diola’s side took a major step 
towards reaching their first 
League Cup final since 2021. 
Rayan Cherki added a late 
second in the 98th minute to 
deliver what could prove a 
decisive blow ahead of the 
return leg on February 4.

Semenyo has enjoyed a 
dream start to life at the Eti-
had Stadium. He scored on 
his debut in Saturday’s 10-1 
FA Cup rout of Exeter and 
followed it up with another 
crucial strike on his first 
League Cup appearance. In 
previous seasons, he would 
have been cup-tied after fea-
turing earlier in the competi-
tion for Bournemouth, but a 

rule change this year allowed 
City to field him — a decision 
that drew criticism from New-
castle manager Eddie Howe 
before kickoff.

Guardiola named a strong 
lineup, underlining his deter-
mination to lift the trophy, 
with Erling Haaland making 
his first League Cup start in 
three years just days before 
City’s Premier League clash 
with Manchester United.

Newcastle started brightly, 
with Yoane Wissa blazing an 
early chance over the bar. 
James Trafford then kept City 
level with a superb save from 
Wissa’s header, while Bruno 

Guimaraes struck the post as 
the hosts pressed early in the 
second half.

City weathered the storm 
and struck clinically when 
Jeremy Doku’s low cross was 
turned into Semenyo’s path, 
allowing the forward to prod 
home from close range. A sec-
ond Semenyo goal was later 
chalked off after a lengthy 
VAR review.

Newcastle pushed for a re-
sponse but were left exposed 
late on, and Cherki swept in 
Rayan Ait-Nouri’s cross to 
seal a commanding advan-
tage, leaving City firmly in 
control of the tie.

Kuttappa back in charge as head 
coach of men’s boxing team

NEW DELHI
 

Dronacharya awardee CA 
Kuttappa has returned as 
the head coach of the Indi-
an men’s boxing team for a 
third stint, the Boxing Fed-
eration of India (BFI) con-
firmed, signalling a re-
newed push to revive the 
country’s fortunes in the 
ring after a difficult phase.

The Services man replac-
es SAI Rohtak coach Dhar-
mender Yadav, who was 
appointed last year. Yadav, 
however, will continue 
within the men’s coaching 
set-up, ensuring continuity 
as the team prepares for a 
packed international calen-
dar. “Yes, CA Kuttappa has 
been appointed as the coach 
in charge and Dharmender 
Yadav will also continue to 
be a part of the coaching 
staff,” BFI Executive Di-
rector Col Arun Malik told.

The leadership change 
follows an underwhelming 
couple of years for 
Ind ian  men’s 
boxing. Only 
two male box-
ers qualified 
for the 2024 
Paris Olym-
pics, and the 
slide deep-
ened at the 
2 0 2 5 
Wo r l d 

Championships in Liver-
pool, where the men’s con-
tingent failed to secure a 
single medal for the first 
time in 12 years.

Kuttappa brings vast ex-
perience to the role, having 
earlier guided the men’s 
team during both the Tokyo 
and Paris Olympic cycles. 
He has been closely associ-
ated with several landmark 
moments in Indian boxing 
and was part of the national 
support staff at the 2008 
Beijing Games, where Vi-
jender Singh won India’s 
first-ever Olympic boxing 
medal. Meanwhile, former 
High Performance Director 
Santiago Nieva, appointed 
as the women’s foreign 
coach last month, has 
joined the national camp. 
SAI’s Geeta Chanu will 
serve as coach in charge of 
the women’s team. Boxers 
assembled at the Netaji 
Subhas National Institute of 
Sports (NIS), Patiala, on 

January 12 and will train 
there until March 14. 

As per BFI’s 2026 
selection policy, 
top performers 
from the National 
Championships, 
along with select 
wildcard entrants, 

have been inducted 
to ensure depth and 

competition. With the 
Asian Championships, 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games and Asian 
Games on the hori-
zon, 2026 shapes 
up as a pivotal 
year, beginning 
with the Boxam 
In te rna t iona l 
Tournament in 
Spain from Feb-
ruary 2.

DECISION ON RCB’S CHINNASWAMY 
HOME MATCHES EXPECTED NEXT WEEK
BENGALURU

 
A final decision on whether 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) will play its home 
matches at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium is expected in 
the coming week, KSCA offi-
cials said.

The franchise’s potential 
move has sparked speculation 
ever since the Maharashtra 
Cricket Association (MCA) 
issued a press release earlier 
this month, thanking RCB for 
a recce of the MCA stadium 
in Pune. This fueled rumours 
that RCB could shift its 
matches out of Bengaluru.

The Chinnaswamy has 
faced scrutiny following the 
tragic stampede on June 4, 
2025, during RCB’s title cel-
ebrations, which claimed 11 
lives. Any home games at the 
venue are contingent on the 
Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation (KSCA) implementing 
the recommendations of the 
Justice Michael D’Cunha re-
port, formulated after the in-
cident.

Non-compliance has al-
ready impacted domestic 
cricket. The state government 
recently denied permission 
for Vijay Hazare Trophy 
matches at the stadium, forc-

ing Virat Kohli to play two 
games for Delhi behind 
closed doors at the BCCI’s 
Centre of Excellence on the 
city outskirts. Similarly, Kar-
nataka’s upcoming Ranji Tro-
phy clash against Madhya 
Pradesh on January 22 has 
been scheduled at Alur 
Grounds instead of Chinnas-
wamy.

Vinay  Mruthyunjaya , 
KSCA spokesperson, said, 
“Talks are ongoing with RCB, 
and there is no official confir-
mation about matches moving 
out of Bengaluru. We will 
provide a statement next 

week.” Preparatory work at 
the stadium continues, and the 
venue’s readiness for major 
events remains under evalua-
tion. The decision on RCB’s 
home fixtures will take into 
account safety compliance, 
infrastructure upgrades, and 
coordination with state au-
thorities.

Fans and stakeholders are 
watching closely, as the ruling 
will determine whether de-
fending champions can host 
matches in front of their home 
crowd or relocate to an alter-
nate venue for the 2026 IPL 
season.

RCB Home Venue 
Decision Pending

A final call on whether Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru will 

host IPL home matches 
at the M. Chinnaswamy 

Stadium is expected next 
week, KSCA officials said. 

Speculation grew after the 
Maharashtra Cricket Associ-
ation acknowledged RCB’s 

inspection of the Pune stadi-
um. The uncertainty follows 
the June 4, 2025 stampede 

during RCB celebrations that 
killed 11 people. Any games 
at Chinnaswamy depend 
on implementing Justice 

Michael D’Cunha committee 
recommendations.

Blichfeldt slams playing conditions at 
India Open; Lakshya wins first match

CHENNAI
 

Even with a change in ven-
ue, the India Open found 
itself under scrutiny on the 
opening day as Denmark’s 
Mia Blichfeldt voiced 
strong concerns over play-
ing conditions, reigniting a 
debate that has lingered 
since last year’s edition. 
The Super 750 tournament 
moved from the KD Jadhav 
Indoor Hall to the Main 
Arena (Gymnastics Hall) at 
the Indira Gandhi Sports 
Complex, partly as prepa-
ration for hosting the BWF 
World Championships later 
this year. Yet, the criticism 
persisted.

Blichfeldt, ranked World 
No. 20, was forthright after 
her straight-games win 
over Chinese Taipei’s Chiu 
Pin-Chian. The Dane said 

conditions were “not fair to 
the players,” citing issues 
such as dirty floors, bird 
droppings and low tem-
peratures inside the venue. 
She warned that such fac-
tors could affect players’ 
health and their ability to 
compete in subsequent 
tournaments. “A lot of us 
get sick. That’s something 
that needs to be better,” she 
said, while adding that she 
h o p e d  i m p r o v e m e n t s 
would be made before the 
World Championships in 
August.

Her remarks are likely to 
draw close attention from 
both the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) and the 
Badminton Association of 
India (BAI), with the latter 
having already described 
the India Open as a test 
event ahead of the Worlds. 

A BAI official at the venue 
said the setup met BWF 
regulations and that feed-
back from the governing 
body would be taken on 
board. Later, BAI secretary 
general Sanjay Mishra clar-
ified that Blichfeldt’s com-
ments were largely contex-
tual and related to training 
areas and personal health 
sensitivities rather than the 
main competition arena.

On court, there was cheer 
for the home fans as Lak-
shya Sen progressed to the 
second round. The former 
champion eased past Ayush 
Shetty 21-12, 21-15 in an 
all-Indian men’s singles 
clash, controlling proceed-
ings after a fast start. Lak-
shya will next face Japan’s 
Kenta Nishimoto as he 
looks to build momentum 
in New Delhi.

HIL crosses 1 billion social media 
views, TV audience surges sharply

CHENNAI1
 

The Hero Hockey India 
League (HIL) has crossed a 
landmark one billion social 
media views just over two 
weeks into the 2025–26 sea-
son, with TV viewership also 
witnessing a significant up-
tick, organisers announced.

The season began on De-
cember 28 with the Women’s 
HIL, culminating in a thrilling 
final on January 10 where SG 
Pipers were crowned champi-
ons. The Men’s HIL started 
on January 3 in Chennai and 
has now moved into its sec-
ond phase in Ranchi, featur-
ing several high-voltage 
matches as the league pro-
gresses towards its climax.

Compared to the previous 
season, which took the entire 
tournament to reach one bil-
lion views, this year’s digital 
engagement has soared, high-

lighting hockey’s growing 
popularity across platforms 
including Meta (Instagram 
and Facebook), YouTube, and 
X. The HIL YouTube channel 
alone recorded over 80 mil-
lion views in the last 28 days, 
with total watch time exceed-
ing 355,400 hours. Top inter-
national audiences include 
Argentina, the UK, Australia, 
the US, Germany, Canada, 
Belgium, Pakistan, Malaysia, 
South Africa, the Netherlands, 
Spain, and New Zealand. 
Around 33 percent of viewers 
are aged 25–34, and over 20 
percent fall between 18–24, 
reflecting strong youth en-
gagement. Broadcast numbers 
have also improved dramati-
cally. After six matches, TV 
viewership rose 37 percent 
compared to the same stage 
last season, indicating the 
sport’s growing resonance on 
Indian television.
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ICC Rankings: Virat Kohli Reclaims 
No.1 ODI Batter Spot after 4 Years

BENGALURU
 
India’s batting stal-
wart Virat Kohli has 
returned to the sum-
mit  of  the ICC 
Men’s ODI Batting 
Rankings, reclaim-
ing the No.1 posi-
tion after a gap of 
four years and dis-
lodging compa-
t r i o t  R o h i t 
Sharma from 
the top spot 
in the latest 
update re-
l e a s e d  o n 
Wednesday.

The 37-year-
old achieved the 

numero uno rank-
ing for the 11th 

time in his illustri-
ous career, underlin-
ing his remarkable 
longevity and consis-
tency in the 50-over 
format. Kohli’s rise 
has been powered 
by a string of im-
press ive  per for-

mances in recent months, 
including scores of 135, 102 
and an unbeaten 65 during 
India’s home ODI series 
against South Africa in No-
vember–December, followed 
by a fluent 74 not out against 
Australia in Sydney in Octo-
ber. Kohli first reached the 
p i n n a c l e of the ODI 

rankings in October 2013 and 
has now spent a cumulative 
825 days at No.1, the most 
by any Indian batter. He cur-
rently sits 10th on the all-
time list of batters with most 
days at the top, a chart led by 
West Indies legend Sir Vivi-

an Richards, who dominated 
the rankings for an extraordi-
nary 2,306 days.

In the latest reshuffle, Ro-
hit Sharma slipped to third 
place, while New Zealand’s 
Daryl Mitchell climbed to 
second. The battle for the top 
ranking is expected to inten-
sify, with just 10 rating 
points separating the top 
three batters.

Other notable movements 
in the ODI batting rankings 

saw K.L. Rahul move up 
one place to 11th, while 
New Zealand opener 
Devon Conway jumped 
three spots to 29th. 
Among bowlers, India 
pacer Mohammad Siraj 
climbed five places to 

15th, and New Zealand 
fast bowler Kyle Jamieson 

surged 27 spots to 69th.
In the ICC Test Rankings, 

Australia’s Travis Head and 
Steve Smith advanced to 
third and fourth respectively 
after centuries in the final 
Ashes Test. England’s Joe 
Root consolidated his top po-
sition, while Sri Lanka’s 
Wanindu Hasaranga moved 
up to second in the T20I 
bowling rankings.

Veteran 
Indian star 

climbs back to 
top, overtaking 
Rohit Sharma 

in ICC ODI 
rankings

ICC T20 World Cup 2026: 
Pak-origin USA players 

await visa clearance
BENGALURU

 
Four USA cricketers of Paki-
stani origin are awaiting visa 
clearance to travel to India for 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2026, set to begin on 
February 7 across India and 
Sri Lanka, according to a re-
port by Cricbuzz.

The players — Ali Khan, 
Shayan Jahangir, Mohammad 
Mohsin and Ehsan Adil — are 
part of the USA squad prepar-
ing for the global event and 
are currently in Sri Lanka for 
their final tune-up ahead of 
the tournament, which con-
cludes on March 8. Despite 
completing their visa appoint-
ments on January 13, the 
quartet is yet to receive their 
passports stamped, raising 
concerns over their participa-
tion.

The issue gained public at-
tention after pacer Ali Khan 
posted an Instagram story 
suggesting that his visa appli-
cation had been denied. He 
shared a photograph of him-
self dining with a teammate, 
captioned: “India visa denied 
but KFC for the win.” The 
post triggered speculation 
about possible diplomatic 

hurdles affecting the team’s 
preparations.

However, the Cricbuzz re-
port clarified that there has 
been no formal rejection of 
the visa applications. Officials 
familiar with the matter indi-
cated that the process is still 
ongoing and being handled 
under standard operating pro-
cedures.

“They completed the paper-
work as per ICC requirements 
prior to the appointments. At 
the appointment, the players 
were informed that the visas 
could not be processed at that 
stage. Later, the USA man-
agement received communi-
cation from the Indian Em-
bassy stating that some infor-
mation had been received, 
while additional inputs were 
awaited from the Foreign 
Ministry,” the report quoted 
an ICC source as saying.

MOHAMMAD NABI 
snaps over Bangladesh reporter’s 
Mustafizur Rahman IPL row
DHAKA

 
Ve t e r a n  A f g h a n i s t a n 
all-rounder Mohammad Nabi 
appeared visibly irritated after 
being asked about the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) contro-
versy involving Bangladesh 
pacer Mustafizur Rahman 
during a post-match press 
conference in the Bangladesh 
Premier League (BPL). 

The incident took place fol-
lowing a BPL match between 
Noakhali Express and Dhaka 
Capitals, for whom Nabi is 
representing Noakhali along-
side his 19-year-old son 
Hasan Eisakhil. During the 
media interaction, a Bangla-
deshi reporter sought Nabi’s 
views on the ongoing row 
surrounding Mustafizur Rah-
man’s removal from the Kol-
kata Knight Riders (KKR) 
squad ahead of IPL 2026. 
Nabi, however, shut down the 
question sharply, making it 
clear that the issue had no rel-
evance to him and that he had 
no interest in being drawn 
into political or administra-
tive matters. Responding in 
Hindi, the Afghan cricketer 
said, “Iska mere se kya lena 
dena bhai? Main Mustafizur 
se kaise related hoon? Mujhe 
politics se koi lena dena nahi 
hai.” 

He added that while he ac-
knowledged Rahman as a 
quality bowler, the line of 

questioning 
w a s  m i s -
placed. “I 
know he is a 
good bowler 
and all that, 
but the way 
you are ques-
tioning, it’s not 
related to me,” Nabi told 
the reporter, underlining 
his discomfort with the 
topic.  The exchange 
comes at a time when 
cricketing ties in the re-
gion are under scrutiny. 
The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board (BCB) has sent a 
second formal letter to 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cricket Council (ICC), 
citing security con-
cerns over travelling 
to India for the up-
coming ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup, 
which begins on Feb-
ruary 7. 

The BCB has reiter-
ated its demand to shift 
Bangladesh’s matches 
to Sri Lanka, though 
the ICC is yet to issue 
an official response.

Tensions escalated 
further after the Board 
of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) 
asked KKR to re-
move Mustafizur 
Rahman from their 
IPL squad. 

Yash Rathod rekindles Centre 
of Excellence love affair

BENGALURU
 

Yash Rathod’s remarkable 
love affair with the BCCI’s 
Centre of Excellence con-
tinued as the Vidarbha bat-
ter delivered another telling 
performance to guide his 
side into the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy semifinals.

After a match-winning 
194 in the Duleep Trophy 
final and a solid 71 in the 
Ranji  Trophy opener 
against Nagaland at the 
same venue, the 25-year-
old once again rose to the 
occasion, scoring a brisk 
86 to earn the Player of the 
Match award. Rathod’s in-
nings, laced with eight 

fours and two sixes, an-
chored Vidarbha’s innings 
before their bowlers com-
pleted a comprehensive 76-
run win over Delhi. Vidar-
bha’s total of 300 for nine 
was built on a strong foun-
dation laid by Atharva 
Taide (62) and Dhruv Sho-
rey (49). Taide continued 
his fine run, bringing up 
his ninth List A fifty with 
authori tat ive off-side 
strokes, while Shorey 
looked fluent once the ear-
ly seam movement subsid-
ed. The duo added 90 runs 
for the third wicket, steady-
ing the innings after early 
breakthroughs by Ishant 
Sharma and Navdeep 

Saini. Rathod then took 
charge in the final phase, 
ensuring Vidarbha maxi-
mised the last 11 overs, 
which produced 97 runs. 
His composure and clean 
hitting proved decisive on 
a surface that rewarded 
positive strokeplay.

In reply, Delhi’s chase 
never truly took off as they 
were without both their 
regular skippers — Rish-
abh Pant and Ayush Badoni 
— owing to national com-
mitments. Priyansh Arya 
provided early impetus, but 
Vidarbha struck back swift-
ly through Nachiket Bhute, 
who finished with four 
wickets.

Delayed Indian 
Super League 
season to kick 
off next month

NEW DELHI
 

The long-delayed Indian Su-
per League (ISL) will finally 
kick off on February 14 after 
all 14 clubs confirmed their 
participation, bringing an end 
to weeks of uncertainty sur-
rounding India’s flagship 
football competition, officials 
said on Wednesday.

Traditionally played be-
tween September and April, 
the 2025–26 ISL season was 
thrown into limbo after the 
commercial rights agreement 
between the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) and Foot-
ball Sports Development 
Limited (FSDL) — the entity 
that operated the league — 
expired on December 9. The 
lapse left the league without a 
sponsor or central organiser, 
triggering serious concerns 
over its immediate future.

The uncertainty had tangi-
ble consequences, with sever-
al clubs, including defending 
champions Mohun Bagan, 
halting player salary pay-
ments and suspending foot-
ball operations in December. 
Players and staff were left in 
limbo as negotiations dragged 
on behind the scenes.

According to sources, the 
breakthrough came after the 
remaining clubs agreed to 
participate earlier this week. 
“Many clubs had agreed ear-
lier, but the remaining few 
came on board on Tuesday,” 
an AIFF source told AFP, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity. The AIFF is now ex-
pected to take a more direct 
role in running the league. 
Local media reports suggest 
the federation has proposed a 
20-year plan to take over ISL 
operations starting this sea-
son, signalling a major shift in 
Indian football’s governance 
structure. Discussions are on-
going to finalise a full home-
and-away format, with a 
91-match season being con-
sidered. Sports Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya had an-
nounced last week that all 14 
clubs would take part, paving 
the way for the delayed start.

India Open: Sindhu bows out 
early; Srikanth, Prannoy march on
NEW DELHI
 
Two-time Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu made an ear-
ly exit from the India Open 
Super 750, while Kidambi 
Srikanth and H S Prannoy 
advanced to the second 
round on a mixed day for 
the hosts at  the USD 
950,000 tournament on 
Wednesday. Sindhu, coming 
off a semifinal finish at last 
week’s Malaysia Super 
1000, started strongly but 
failed to sustain the momen-
tum, losing 22-20, 12-21, 
15-21 to Vietnam’s Thuy 
Linh Nguyen in a 68-minute 
women’s singles contest. 
After edging a tense open-
ing game, Sindhu struggled 
with consistency as Nguyen 
tightened her defense and 
capitalised on crucial errors 
in the latter stages. “I don’t 

think it was my day. At this 
level, small mistakes be-
come decisive,” Sindhu 
said, adding that improving 
consistency remains her key 
takeaway from the loss. In 
men’s singles, former world 
No. 1 Srikanth showed grit 
to overcome compatriot 
Tharun Mannepalli 15-21, 
21-6, 21-19 in a hard-fought 
first-round encounter. H S 
Prannoy, who received a 
late entry into the draw, 
made the most of his oppor-
tunity by defeating last 
year’s runner-up Lee Cheuk 
Yiu 22-20, 21-18. Prannoy 
will next face eighth seed 
and former world champion 
Loh Kean Yew of Singa-
pore. Malvika Bansod also 
impressed on her return 
from injury, beating Chinese 
Taipei’s Pai Yu Po 21-18, 
21-19.

Alcaraz eyes Australian Open 
glory as Sinner guards the crown
MELBOURNE

 
Carlos Alcaraz will arrive at 
the Australian Open chasing a 
historic milestone, but the 
Spaniard’s quest for a career 
Grand Slam faces a formida-
ble obstacle in the shape of 
reigning champion Jannik 
Sinner.

At just 22, Alcaraz already 
owns six Grand Slam titles, 
yet success at Melbourne Park 
remains the one major gap in 
his glittering résumé. In four 
appearances at the Australian 
Open, he has failed to prog-
ress beyond the quarter-finals, 
losing at that stage to Novak 
Djokovic last year and Alex-
ander Zverev in 2024.

“It’s my first goal, to be 
honest,” Alcaraz said after 
winning the US Open last 
season, his second major title 
of 2025 following a success-
ful defence at Roland Garros. 
“When I think about what I 
want to improve and achieve, 
the Australian Open is there.”

Should he finally conquer 
Melbourne, Alcaraz would 
become the youngest man to 

complete a career Grand 
Slam, eclipsing compatriot 
Rafael Nadal, who achieved 
the feat by the age of 24.

Standing in his path is Ita-
ly’s Sinner, the two-time de-
fending champion who is 
seeking a slice of history him-
self. A third straight Austra-
lian Open title would place 
the 24-year-old alongside No-
vak Djokovic as the only men 
in the Open era to achieve a 
Melbourne three-peat — 
something Djokovic managed 
twice during his record haul 
of 10 titles.

“I feel like a better player 
than last year,” Sinner warned 
after finishing the 2025 sea-
son with 58 wins and just six 
losses. He famously fought 
back from two sets down to 
beat Daniil Medvedev in the 
2024 final before dispatching 
Zverev in straight sets last 
year.

The rivalry between Al-
caraz and Sinner, dubbed 
“Sincaraz”, has defined the 
men’s game, with the pair 
sharing the last eight Grand 
Slam titles.

Alcaraz, Sabalenka Top Seeds 
as Australian Open Draw Nears
MELBOURNE

 
Carlos Alcaraz and Aryna Sa-
balenka were named the top 
seeds for the Australian Open 
on Wednesday, just a day be-
fore the draw for the season’s 
first Grand Slam at Mel-
bourne Park. World No. 1 

Alcaraz leads the men’s 
field as he targets a maid-
en Australian Open 
crown. The Spaniard is 
followed by two-time 
defending champion 
Jannik Sinner, with 
Alexander Zverev 
seeded third and 10-

time champion Novak 
Djokovic fourth as he 

continues his pursuit of yet 
another major title. The seed-
ings reflect a changing of the 
guard at the top of men’s ten-
nis, with Alcaraz and Sinner 
establishing themselves as the 
leading forces, while Djokov-
ic remains a formidable pres-
ence despite advancing age. 
Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti com-
pletes the top five, while 
home favourite Alex de Min-

aur is seeded sixth, raising 
local hopes of a deep run.

In the women’s draw, Sa-
balenka heads the seedings 
for the second consecutive 
year, with Iga Świątek and 
Coco Gauff ranked second 
and third respectively. The 
trio once again underline their 
consistency at the highest lev-
el, having dominated the top 
of the rankings throughout the 
past season.

American Madison Keys 
returns to Melbourne as the 
defending champion and is 
seeded ninth, one of four US 
players among the women’s 
top 10 seeds. Naomi Osaka, 
continuing her comeback af-
ter injury and time away from 
the tour, is seeded 16th and 
remains a dangerous floater in 
the draw.

The Australian Open begins 
on Sunday, with expectations 
of intense early-round clashes 
and potential blockbuster 
meetings later in the fortnight 
as the world’s best players vie 
for the first Grand Slam title 
of 2026.


