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Soumya Reddy’s Jayanagar poll 
challenge hearing from March 2

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has scheduled daily hearings 
from March 2 on the election 
petition filed by Congress’s 
defeated candidate Soumya 
Reddy, seeking to invalidate 
BJP’s CK Ramamurthy’s vic-
tory in the 2023 Jayanagar 
assembly elections. The case 
will be disposed of within a 
month, the bench headed by 
Justice S Rachaiah said.

Reddy’s petition challeng-
es the results declared by the 
Election Commission and 
seeks a recount of 827 postal 
votes, claiming irregularities 
in the validation of ballots. 
During the hearing, Rama-
murthy’s counsel requested 
additional time to submit 
draft issues for the court’s 
consideration, prompting ob-

jections from Reddy’s law-
yer. The bench directed Ra-
mamurthy to file the draft by 
February 18, stressing that 
the petition cannot remain 
pending further and citing 
the Supreme Court’s direc-
tive to dispose of election 
disputes expeditiously.

Elections in Jayanagar were 
held on May 10, 2023, with 

counting on May 13. Of 827 
postal votes, 198 were initial-
ly rejected, leaving 629 val-
id—164 for Reddy and 415 
for Ramamurthy. After 16 
rounds of counting, Reddy led 
by 294 votes. However, elec-
tion observers recommended 
re-verification of rejected 
postal ballots, after which the 
BJP candidate was declared 

elected.
Soumya Reddy’s petition 

contends that the BJP candi-
date’s victory relied on inval-
id postal votes and requests 
the court to invalidate Rama-
murthy’s election. She argues 
that all 827 postal votes 
should be recounted to ensure 
a fair outcome.

The daily hearings, begin-
ning March 2, are expected to 
examine the validity of postal 
votes, procedural lapses, and 
any irregularities in vote 
counting. The court’s decision 
could set a precedent for  
handling contested postal 
votes in Karnataka’s assembly 
elections.

With the case proceeding 
rapidly, both parties are pre-
paring detailed submissions, 
and the final judgment is ex-
pected by the end of March.

AYANAGAR POLL CHALLENGE

QUICK READ

KSRTC to offer free 
travel for PUC 

students during exams

Bengaluru techie killed 
in Canada: Remains  

to arrive Feb 16

UGCET application 
deadline extended to 

Feb 22, KEA announces

Bengaluru
The Karnataka State 

Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC) will provide 

free bus travel for PUC 
students during exams 

from February 28 to 
March 17. Students can 

avail the facility by show-
ing their hall tickets. The 

free travel will be valid on 
ordinary and express KS-

RTC services, allowing 
students to commute 

from their homes to ex-
amination centres. The in-
itiative comes following a 
request from the Chair-
man of the Karnataka 

School Examination and 
Assessment Board 

(KSEAB) to ease student 
travel during the crucial 

exam period.

Bengaluru
The mortal remains of 

Chandan Kumar, a 
37-year-old IT profession-

al from Thyamagondlu, 
Nelamangala, who was 
shot dead in Toronto on 
February 7, will arrive in 

Bengaluru on February 16. 
BJP MP K Sudhakar con-
firmed that Kumar’s body 

will depart Toronto on 
February 14 and reach In-

dia via New Delhi at 
around 8:30 am. Sud-
hakar thanked Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, 
External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar, and offi-

cials from the Ministry of 
External Affairs and the 

Indian Embassy in Cana-
da for facilitating the 

timely repatriation of Ku-
mar’s remains.

Bengaluru
Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA) has ex-
tended the last date to 

apply for the Undergradu-
ate Common Entrance 

Test (UGCET) to February 
22. The extension comes 
after requests from stu-
dents, moving the previ-
ous deadline of February 

17. The last date for fee 
payment is now February 
24. So far, 2.9 lakh candi-
dates have registered us-

ing Aadhaar numbers, 
with 2.5 lakh completing 
fee payment. Document 

verification has been 
completed online for 1.8 

lakh students, while 
35,000 were verified at 

college level, KEA Admin-
istrative Officer Islaud-

deen Gadyal said.

Smart travel, soon, Shakti card to enable 
women’s travel on buses and Metro

BENGALURU

Women commuters in the city 
are set to get a major conve-
nience boost with the intro-
duction of a single smart mo-
bility card that will work both 
on city buses and the Metro.

The state government is 
preparing to roll out Shakti 
Scheme ID smart cards, 
which will double up as travel 
credentials on BMTC buses 
and as National Common Mo-
bility Cards (NCMC) for 
seamless access to Namma 

Metro. While the card will 
continue to guarantee free 
travel on BMTC buses under 
the Shakti Scheme, it will also 
function as a stored-value 
card for Metro rides, requir-
ing users only to recharge the 
card to access train services.

Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy said the cards 
will be issued free of cost to 
eligible beneficiaries. Cur-
rently, over 75 lakh women 
across Karnataka use the free 
travel facility daily on more 
than 25,000 buses operated 

by the four state-run trans-
port corporations. In Benga-
luru alone, around 22–24 
lakh women rely on free bus 

travel every day.
The new card is expected to 

replace the current practice of 
showing Aadhaar cards to 

conductors, which has led to 
misuse through fake or out-
of-state credentials. Integra-
tion with electronic ticketing 
machines will allow conduc-
tors to swipe the card to vali-
date trips, ensuring accurate 
passenger data and preventing 
revenue leakages.

The state cabinet has 
cleared the project, and mo-
dalit ies for issuing the 
cards—both online and of-
fline via citizen facilitation 
centres—will be worked out 
soon. Officials confirmed that 

the state database will be used 
to verify addresses and eligi-
bility during issuance.

From June 11, 2023, to 
February 12, 2026, the four 
Road Transport Corpora-
t ions—KSRTC, BMTC, 
NWKRTC, and KKRTC—is-
sued over 668 crore tickets 
for women and spent Rs 
17,313 crore providing free 
travel. The Shakti smart card 
is expected to streamline the 
process, improve data accura-
cy, and enhance convenience 
for women across Karnataka.

Govt misused Rs 1,323.96 cr special grant 
from Centre, BY Vijayendra alleges

BENGALURU 

BJP state president BY Vijay-
endra alleged that the Karna-
taka government has misused 
the Centre’s special grant 
worth Rs 1,323.96 crore by 
diverting the funds to other 
projects and submitting fake 
utilization certificates.

Speaking at the state BJP 
office, Vijayendra released 
documents claiming the Cen-
tre provides special grants to 
all states in phases, with prog-
ress reports required on their 
usage. “Our state government 
has not given the special grant 
received from the Centre to 
the concerned departments. 
The funds have not reached 
the respective departments. 
Instead, the government has 
reportedly submitted fake uti-
lization certificates to the 
Centre,” he said.

Vijayendra termed the act a 
misuse of central funds and a 

criminal offence, alleging the 
diversion of money from its 
intended purpose. He ques-
tioned the fate of Rs 5,000 
crore under the Grihalakshmi 
scheme, asking if it was redi-
rected without the Chief Min-
ister’s approval. “Where did 
the Rs 5,000 crore go, and to 
whom? Is there corruption? 
The Chief Minister has not 
given any answers yet,” he 
added.

He further claimed that fake 

utilization certificates were is-
sued by the Krishnabhagya 
Water Corporation and Visves-
varaya Water Corporation. The 
Scheduled Tribes Develop-
ment Corporation, which re-
ceived Rs 273 crore, reported-
ly submitted certificates worth 
Rs 132 crore at the Finance 
Department’s request. Vijay-
endra demanded that the Chief 
Minister clarify whether these 
certificates were fabricated or 
submitted under duress.

MLA Ashwathanarayana 
and MP Govind Karajol were 
present during the briefing. 
Vijayendra also criticized the 
Centre, alleging it was cover-
ing up failures and corruption. 
“This government has done a 
great injustice to all sections 
of people. The departments 
have not received the special 
central grants. Yet, they were 
forced to submit fake utiliza-
tion certificates,” he said.

The BJP leader warned that 
accountability must be en-
sured and urged immediate 
clarification on the misuse of 
funds, asserting that public 
trust and transparency were at 
stake.

BJP state president BY 
Vijayendra has alleged 

that the state government 
has diverted the special 
grant from the Centre to 

other projects

CCTV trail helps rescue 
kidnapped child, accused arrested
BENGALURU

Footage from two CCTV cameras—one near a temple and an-
other by a bus stand—helped police crack a child kidnapping 
case in Sira, Tumakuru district. The accused, Shanta Mary (40) 
of Koramangala and her relative A Narasaiah (35) of Midigeshi, 
Madhugiri, were arrested after Narasaiah’s confession led cops 
to Mary’s house, where the child was rescued and handed to 
parents by the Child Welfare Committee.

The child went missing while watching Magodu festival cel-
ebrations with his grandfather, a bangle seller. Initial searches 
in the temple area were unsuccessful. With around five lakh 
people attending the festival, tracing mobile or eyewitness leads 
proved challenging.

CCTV footage eventually showed Narasaiah carrying the 
child, covered in a towel, with Mary walking alongside. Inves-
tigators identified the duo using mobile numbers and service 
provider photos. Narasaiah was traced to his residence and con-
fessed, revealing Mary’s desire for a male child and their plan 
to target a family from an economically weaker section, assum-
ing the parents wouldn’t complain.

Deputy Superintendent BK Shekhar and Additional Superin-
tendent ML Purushottam led the special Sira police team that 
carried out the operation. Police said Mary’s husband had dis-
tanced himself, leaving her alone with two daughters, and Nara-
saiah suggested the abduction during fairs. The child is safe, and 
the accused remain in custody as the investigation continues.

This case highlights the critical role of CCTV and digital 
forensics in resolving complex kidnappings amid large crowds, 
ensuring swift action and safe recovery of the victim.

Bengaluru doctor battles 
legal hurdles to donate 

kidney to stranger
BENGALURU

In a rare act of altruism, Dr S 
Thankam, a fetal medicine 
specialist at Manipal Hospi-
tals on Old Airport Road, fi-
nally fulfilled her decade-long 
dream of donating a kidney to 
an unrelated patient. First 
pledging post-mortem organ 
donation in 2014, she decided 
to become a living donor after 
learning about low conversion 
rates in deceased donations.

Her journey was fraught 
with challenges. Family reluc-
tance, repeated rejections by 
the hospital-based authorisa-
tion committee, and legal bar-
riers delayed the process. In 
2023, she matched with a 
24-year-old orphan on the ca-
daver waiting list, but permis-
sion was denied as the com-
mittee could not establish a 
relationship between donor 
and recipient.

In June 2025, Dr Thankam 
filed a case in court, and by 
December 2025, a high court 
judge directed the committee 
to allow the donation. The 
court instructed the commit-

tee to shortlist the top five 
recipients within five weeks. 
The first candidate was unfit, 
but a 56-year-old woman be-
came eligible, and the trans-
plant was approved on Febru-
ary 2. The surgery was suc-
cessfully conducted on Febru-
ary 10.

“This is not just about do-
nating a kidney, but also 
spreading awareness,” Dr 
Thankam said. “We need to 
encourage young people to 
understand that donating a 
kidney to an unrelated person 
is completely safe. Non-relat-
ed donations are common in 
other states, and Karnataka 
should follow suit.”

Now 59, Dr Thankam’s al-
truism extends beyond organ 
donation. She has served with 
Doctors Without Borders, 
completing missions in Ye-
men and Afghanistan, includ-
ing a tour in March 2025. Her 
journey highlights the chal-
lenges of non-related organ 
donation in Karnataka while 
inspiring confidence in others 
to consider similar life-saving 
acts.

Fake email tries to 
derail army fireman 

recruitment
BENGALURU

A fake email attempted to 
mislead candidates appearing 
for the army fireman recruit-
ment at No. 515 Army Base 
Workshop in Ulsoor, falsely 
claiming that the exam sched-
uled from February 13 to 15 
had been postponed. The mes-
sage, sent from an address re-
sembling the official recruit-
ment ID, aimed to stop appli-
cants from attending the selec-
tion process. Authorities 
promptly alerted candidates, 
clarifying that the exam would 
proceed as scheduled, and 
filed a complaint with the East  
Cybercrime Police. The  
official recruitment ID, 
515abw2026rect1@gmail.
com, had been used since Jan-
uary 12 to share admit cards 
and updates. A civil defence 
staff member flagged the issue 
after a candidate reported it. 
Police registered a case under 
the Information Technology 
Act, and investigations are un-
derway to trace the sender and 
prevent further attempts to 
disrupt the recruitment drive.

Nothing opens first-ever India 
flagship store in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

Consumer electronics compa-
ny Nothing Inc. inaugurated 
its first India flagship store in 
Indiranagar, Bengaluru, on 
Saturday, February 14, 2026. 
The 5,032 sq. ft. store is the 
brand’s first global outlet out-
side London, offering Noth-
ing and CMF products, as 
well as official merchandise 
including apparel.

The Bengaluru store draws 
design inspiration from ret-
ro-futuristic 1970s assembly 
lines, using raw concrete, al-
uminium, steel, and glass. A 
dedicated experience zone 
allows visitors to interact with 
products, explore design phi-
losophy, and make informed 
purchase decisions.

Carl Pei, co-founder of 
Nothing Inc., called the store 
“a major milestone,” empha-
sizing that it was designed to 
foster community engagement 
rather than serve as a conven-
tional retail outlet. Akis Evan-
gelidis, co-founder and India 
President, highlighted the im-

portance of hands-on experi-
ences in India, describing the 
store as a platform for future 
product launches, collabora-
tions, and immersive brand 
storytelling.

The company has already 
established India as a key 
market, with its R&D centre 
and global marketing opera-
tions based in Bengaluru. 
Nothing Inc. has invested 
over USD $200 million in In-
dia and pledged an additional 
USD $100 million alongside 
partner Optiemus to create 
1,800 jobs over the next three 
years.

Since its first walk-in repair 
centre in Bengaluru in 2023, 
Nothing has expanded to Del-
hi, Chennai, Hyderabad, and 
Mumbai. The company re-
corded 577% year-on-year 
growth in 2024 and 156% in 
2025 in India.

The new flagship store 
marks the brand’s push to ex-
pand its retail footprint and 
strengthen market share ahead 
of the upcoming Phone(4a) 
series launch in India next 
month. It will operate daily 
from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM at 
660/1, 100 Feet Road, 1st 
Stage, Indiranagar.

Siddaramaiah faces PIL over illegal 
mining leases, hearing set for April 17

BENGALURU

A High Court petition has 
been filed seeking directions 
to the Governor to allow pros-
ecution of Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah under the Control 
of Corruption Act for alleged-
ly granting and renewing ille-
gal mining leases. The peti-
tion also requests that the CBI 
investigate the matter. A divi-
sion bench comprising Chief 
Justice Vibhu Bakhru and 
Justice CM Poonacha has 
scheduled the next hearing for 
April 17.

The public interest litiga-
tion (PIL), filed by Bengalu-
ru businessman MP Venugo-
pal, was earlier dismissed 
due to the petitioner’s coun-
sel being repeatedly absent. 
Senior advocate K Shashi-
karan Shetty, representing 

Siddaramaiah, noted that the 
petitioners have sought ad-
journments multiple times, 
including during the latest 
hearing.

The PIL reportedly mirrors 
a prior private complaint filed 
by Ramamurthy Gowda, with 
the same allegations and par-
ties, including Siddaramaiah, 
listed as respondents. The 
bench directed the petitioner’s 
counsel to clarify details of 
the private complaint during 
the next hearing.

The petition alleges that 
mining licenses in Karnataka 
were issued in violation of 
the Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Control) Act 
and that certain leases were 
improperly renewed. It also 
calls for the Lokayukta to or-
der an official investigation, 
with police involvement, and 

recommends cancellation of 
the licenses where violations 
occurred.

Additionally, the petitioners 
seek recovery of losses in-
curred by the state exchequer 
due to the alleged illegal 
grants. The court’s forthcom-
ing hearing on April 17 will 
examine these claims and de-
termine the scope of investi-
gation and possible legal ac-
tion against the Chief Minis-
ter and other respondents.

The case has generated sig-
nificant political attention, 
with opposition parties high-
lighting the allegations of 
corruption and misuse of 
state resources, while Sidda-
r a m a i a h ’s  o f f i c e  h a s  
maintained that all mining 
leases were issued in accor-
dance with existing laws and 
procedures.
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The Truth Speaks

GUWAHATI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday made a his-
toric first landing on the 
Northeast’s inaugural Emer-
gency Landing Facility (ELF) 
in Moran, Assam, marking a 
milestone in defence and in-
frastructure development. The 
4.2-km specially de-signed 
highway stretch allows Indian 
Air Force fighter jets and 
transport aircraft to operate 
during emergencies.

PM Modi arrived from 
Chabua airfield aboard a 
C-130J aircraft and was wel-
comed by Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
Governor Lakshman Pra-sad 

Acharya, and Union Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal. The Rs 
100-crore facility strengthens 
defence, logistics, and disas-

ter response while serving as 
an alterna-tive to Dibrugarh 
airport. It supports fighter air-
craft up to 40 tonnes and 

transport planes up to 74 
tonnes take-off weight.

The Prime Minister wit-
nessed a 40-minute aerial dis-
play by the Indian Air Force, 
featuring Sukhoi Su-30MKI, 
Rafale jets, An-32 transport 
planes, and Advanced Light 
Helicopters conducting Hu-
manitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Relief (HADR) exer-
cises. Garud Commandos also 
showcased precision opera-
tions.

Following the event, PM 
Modi departed for Guwahati 
aboard the C-130J to launch 
development projects worth 
over Rs 5,500 crore and at-
tend public rallies in poll-
bound Assam. 

PM makes historic touchdown on 
first emergency landing highway

PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Northeast's first emergency landing highway in Assam
• Length: 4.2 km, Cost: 

 Rs 100 crore

• Fighter aircraft limit: 40 
tonnes, Transport aircraft: 

74 tonnes

• Dual-use: Civil & Military 
operations

• Features: Aerial display, 
HADR drills, Garud Com-
mandos demonstration

CM defends 1,000-
day record, slams 

BJP as ‘jealous’
HAVERI

Siddaramaiah on Saturday 
said his government had hon-
oured its commitments as it 
completed 1,000 days in of-
fice, calling the milestone sig-
nificant. He asserted that his 
administration had de-livered 
on its promises and would 
continue its welfare agenda 
focused on empowering mar-
ginal-ised sections, including 
Dalits, women, backward 
classes and farmers.

Marking 1,000 days of the 
Indian National Congress 
government in Karnataka, ti-
tle deeds will be distributed to 
around one lakh families at a 
convention in Haveri.

Leader of the Opposition R. 
Ashoka termed the period 
“dark days” and questioned 
the achieve-ments being cele-
brated. Responding to criti-
cism from the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party, Siddaramaiah ac-
cused the previous govern-
ment of failing to fulfil even 
10 per cent of its 600 promis-
es. He said his government 
had made 592 promises, ful-
filled 240 so far, and would 

complete the rest.
On internal party matters 

and leadership speculation 
following remarks by Deputy 
Chief Minister D. K. Shivaku-
mar after meeting senior lead-
ers in Delhi, Siddaramaiah 
reiterated that he would abide 
by the Congress high com-
mand’s directions.

Regarding the Bedti-Varada 
river linking project, he said 
the Detailed Project Report 
had been sent to the Centre 
and approval was awaited, ac-
cusing the Union government 
of inaction.

On the pending social and 
educational survey report, he 
said it was likely to be sub-
mitted by the end of this 
month or next month, after 
which the government would 
take an appropriate deci-sion.

Responding to the 
BJP’s criticism CM 

said, "It is their 
jealousy because they 
did nothing in the last 
four years. That is why 
they are criticising us" Shivakumar Announces 

Land and Water Guarantees 
HAVERI

Deputy Chief Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar announced that, 
in addition to the five 
pre-election guarantees, the 
Congress government is intro-
ducing a sixth — a Land 
Guarantee. Speaking at the 
“Janaseveya Saar-
thaka Savira Dina” 
event in Haveri, he 
said land records 
have been issued to 
1,11,111 people 
through surveys 
and proper title dis-
tribution, securing property 
rights for future generations.

He added that farmers los-
ing land for the Upper Krish-
na Project will receive ₹35–
40 lakh in compensation. If 
the Union Government ap-
proves major irrigation proj-
ects — Upper Krishna, Me-
kedatu, Mahadayi, and Yetti-
nahole — within three 
months, the state will intro-
duce a seventh guarantee: a 

Water Guarantee. This aims 
to provide drinking water to 
every household, irrigation 
support, lake rejuvenation, 
and groundwater recharge, 
including water supply to 
Chikkaballapur and Kolar.

On the Cauvery balancing 
reservoir, he said the state 

secured a favorable Su-
preme Court verdict, 
and a DPR is being 
prepared. He noted 
pending Union Forest 
clearance for Maha-
dayi.

Shivakumar high-
lighted that ₹20,000 crore is 
spent annually on free elec-
tricity for farmers’ pump 
sets. Confident about elector-
al prospects, he predicted 
141 seats in the next Assem-
bly polls, up from 136, now 
139 after by-election wins.

Criticizing BJP and JD(S) 
leaders, including B. S. Yedi-
yurappa and H. D. Kumaras-
wamy, he questioned their 
pro-people initiatives.

BJP Seeks D15,000 Cr Budget to 
Tackle Regional Imbalance 

BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition in 
the Legislative Assembly, R. 
Ashoka, has urged Chief Min-
ister Siddara-maiah to allo-
cate at least Rs 15,000 crore 
in the upcoming Budget to 
implement the recommenda-
tions of the Prof. Govinda 
Rao Committee to address 
regional disparities. Ashoka 
blamed the Congress par-ty, 
which has governed Karnata-
ka the longest and presented 
the highest number of Bud-
gets, for the persistent imbal-
ance.

He stressed that allocations 
to bodies like the Kalyana 
Karnataka Regional Develop-
ment Board or other boards 

should not be counted toward 
funds for addressing disparity. 
A separate, exclusive alloca-
tion is needed to ensure ac-
countability and prevent in-
flated claims.

Highlighting that the pro-
portion of backward taluks 
identified by the Prof. D.M. 
Nanjundappa Com- m i t - t e e 
has risen from 
65% to 72.8% 
o v e r 
t w o 
de-

cades, Ashoka urged the gov-
ernment to act decisively. He 
recommended establishing a 
‘Regional Disparity Redressal 
Monitoring Unit’ to track al-
location, utiliza-tion, and 
project progress, with strict 
timelines and penalties for 
guideline violations.

Ashoka also called for re-
forms in the functioning of the 
Kalyana Karnataka Regional 
Development Board, insisting 
that projects be need-based rath-
er than shaped by political pref-
erences, and imple-mented on 
schedule. He emphasized that 
additional Budget allocations 

should be made beyond 
regu-lar funds and distrib-

uted strictly based on 
backwardness.

PEOPLE FIRST POLICY 

 ‘Interest of Bangladesh comes first’: Tarique Rahman

QUICK READ
Bengaluru set for bigger 

push in state budget
Metro Pillar Collapse in 
Mulund Kills 1, Injures 3

BENGALURU
Bengaluru is poised to re-

ceive a significant boost in 
the upcoming state 

budget, with allocations 
expected to cross Rs 

12,000 crore for infrastruc-
ture and civic projects. 

Chief Minister Siddaramai-
ah faces pressure to ad-

dress demands for better 
roads, footpaths, and 

waste management 
ahead of likely Greater 

Bengaluru Authority (GBA) 
polls this year. Deputy CM 

DK Shivakumar is also 
pushing for higher grants, 
including funding for pro-
jects like the tunnel road. 

Sources say ward-level al-
locations for 369 council-
lors will add further strain 

on the state government’s 
budget planning.

MUMBAI
One person was killed and 
three others injured when 
a portion of an under-con-
struction metro line col-
lapsed onto vehicles near 
Mulund Fire Station on 
Saturday afternoon. The 
slab fell onto a passing au-
torickshaw and car at 12:15 
pm near pier 196 of the 
Line 4 project along LBS 
Road. The deceased was 
identified as Ramdhan Ya-
dav, while the injured—Raj-
kumar Indrajeet Yadav, 
Mahendra Pratap Yadav, 
and Deepa Ruhiya—were 
taken to hospital; Rajku-
mar remains critical. Con-
gress leader Varsha Gaik-
wad criticised authorities, 
calling for accountability 
and stricter safety meas-
ures at construction sites.

DHAKA

A day after the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) se-
cured a sweeping mandate in 
the general elections, its 
chairperson and prime minis-
ter-in-waiting Tarique Rah-
man said his government 
would place Bangladesh’s 
national interest above all 
else, including in its ties with 
India.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Saturday, Rahman 
dedicated the victory to citi-
zens who “aspired to and 
have sacrificed for democra-

cy,” and called for unity 
across political divides. “This 

victory belongs to Bangla-
desh, belongs to democra-cy,” 

he said, adding that national 
unity would be key as the 
country navigates a challeng-
ing transition.

Responding to a question 
on relations with India, Rah-
man said, “The interest of 
Bangladesh and the interest of 
Bangladeshi people comes 
first. By protecting those in-
terests, we will decide our 
foreign policy.”

The BNP-led alliance won 
212 seats in Thursday’s polls, 
the first since the 2024 upris-
ing that ousted former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina. An 
alliance led by Ja-maat-e-Isla-

mi finished second with 77 
seats, while Hasina’s Awami 
League was barred from con-
testing.

Rahman acknowledged the 
scale of the task ahead, citing 
a fragile economy and weak-
ened institutions. “Our paths 
and opinions may differ, but in 
the interest of the country, we 
must remain united,” he said.

The 60-year-old leader re-
turned to Bangladesh only in 
December after 17 years in 
exile in Britain, marking a 
dramatic political comeback 
for a figure long absent from 
Dhaka’s frontline politics.

 ‘18 pc vs 0 pc tariff trap’: Rahul 
slams Modi over India-US trade deal

NEW DELHI

Opposition leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Saturday accused 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of “cheating” India’s 
cotton farmers and textile ex-
porters through the inter-im 
India-US trade agreement, 
warning of a “no-win” scenar-
io for rural and industrial sec-
tors.

Gandhi highlighted a tariff 
disparity in the pact, pointing 
out that Bangladeshi garments 
using American-grown cotton 
would enter the U.S. market 
duty-free, while Indian ex-
ports face an 18% tariff. He 
claimed this forces India to 
choose be-tween importing 
U.S. cotton—hurting domes-
tic farmers—or remaining 
competi-tive in global mar-
kets.

“18 per cent tariff vs 0 per 
cent — this is a trap,” Gandhi 

wrote on X. He warned that 
millions of families relying on 
labor-intensive sectors could 
face unemployment and eco-
nomic crisis.

The Congress leader also 
alleged that Bangladesh may 
reduce Indian cotton im-ports 
in favor of U.S. supplies, 
deepening the disadvantage 
for Indian exporters. Gandhi 
called Modi “Narendra ‘Sur-
render’ Modi,” arguing that 
the government failed to pro-
tect farmers and industry si-
multaneously. 

Goyal slams Rahul 
Gandhi as “immature,” 

defends Modi govt
In Mumbai, Union Com-
merce Minister Piyush 
Goyal called Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi 

“immature” and said he 
lacks understanding of 
the economy. Address-
ing media, Goyal said 

Rahul is “thousand miles 
away from the truth” 

and claimed that “dis-
credited leaders” like him 

may make allegations, 
but would not be able to 
stop Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s policies or 
initiatives. The remarks 

came in response to Ra-
hul Gandhi’s criticism of 
the India-US trade deal.

Rahul Gandhi’s policy is to 
lie loudly, repeat it: Shah

PUDUCHERRY

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Saturday accused 
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi of misleading farmers and 
fishermen with false claims 
regarding free trade agree-
ments, including the Indo-US 
trade deal. Speaking at a large 
BJP rally, Shah said Gandhi 
“has started a new tradition of 
telling lies daily.”

“Its Rahul Gandhi’s 
policy to lie, lie loud-
ly, repeat it. But peo-
ple have identified 
your lie manufac-
turing factory,” 
Shah assert-
ed,  urging 

the public to study the trade 
deal provisions carefully. He 
emphasised that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has en-
sured “100 per cent protec-
tion” for Indian farmers and 
fishermen under current 
agreements.

Shah also criticised the pre-
vious UPA government, 
claiming that farmers’ inter-
ests were “sold off” during 
the tenure of the late Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh. 
Highlighting BJP’s gover-
nance record, he expressed 
confidence that the Mo-

di-led NDA would re-
turn to power at 
the Centre in 
2029.

‘Centre approves Assam’s first 
underwater road-cum-rail tunnel’

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma on Saturday 
called the Centre’s ap-proval 
for the country’s first twin-
tube underwater road-cum-
rail tunnel a “historic mile-
stone.” The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, cleared the 
project connecting Gohpur 
and Numaligarh at a total cost 
of Rs 18,662 crore.

The 33.7 km four-lane corri-
dor will include a 15.79 km 
tunnel beneath the Brah-mapu-
tra River, reducing the distance 
between Numaligarh and 
Gohpur from 240 km to just 

34 km, and cutting travel time 
by 95 per cent from six hours 
to 20 minutes. The project will 
also be Assam’s fourth rail line 
across the Brahmaputra, eas-
ing passenger and freight 
movement while enhancing 
logistics efficiency.

“This tunnel will be a stra-
tegic lifeline for Assam and 
the entire Northeast, un-
lock-ing trade, tourism, and 
industrial growth,” Sarma 
said, expressing gratitude to 
PM Modi and Union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari for supporting 
the initiative. The project, 
conceived in 2021, is expect-
ed to transform connectivity 
in the re-gion, significantly 
lowering transport costs.
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Flower and fruit prices surge during Shivaratri
FESTIVAL MARKET SPIKE
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Brake Failure 
Causes Dharwad 

Road Accident

Davanagere 
fans cheer 
team India 

Minister gives students helicopter ride

Dharwad
A sand-laden tipper lost 
control near Unity Hospi-

tal after a brake failure 
and collided with a car 

and three parked bikes on 
Maratha Colony Road. 

The collision overturned 
the vehicles, but fortu-

nately no serious injuries 
were reported. Locals 
alerted the police, and 
traffic officers quickly 

cleared the scene to re-
store smooth traffic. The 
tipper was impounded, 

and a case has been reg-
istered against the driver 

for negligence. Authorities 
confirmed the accident 

was caused by a mechan-
ical fault in the brakes, 
preventing what could 

have been a much larger 
disaster.

Davanagere
Excitement is building 

ahead of the India vs Pa-
kistan T20 World Cup 

match today at R. Prema-
dasa Stadium. Children 

from Honnali Dr. BR 
Ambedkar Government 

Hostel in Davanagere 
wished Team India suc-
cess, waving the tricolor 

and shouting “Victory, In-
dia.” Fans expressed con-
fidence in India’s strong 

team, recalling past wins 
over Pakistan. While 

some missed the absence 
of Virat Kohli, they hoped 
pacer Mohammed Siraj 

would shine. India has al-
ready won matches 

against the USA and Na-
mibia, and supporters are 
eager to see their team lift 

the trophy once again.

VIJAYANAGAR

During the Hampi Festival, 
celebrating the Vijayanagara 
Empire, district minister Za-
meer Ahmed Khan surprised 
school children with a heli-
copter ride at his own ex-
pense. Over 60 students 
soared above Hampi, enjoy-
ing breathtaking aerial views 
near Mayura Hotel. The festi-

val also featured a colourful 
kite event at Dr. Puneeth Raj-
kumar District Stadium, a tra-
ditional wrestling tournament 
in Malapanagudi, and paid 
boating at Kamalapur Lake. 
Exhibitions of fruits, flowers, 
books, and fish at Matanga 
Parvata Maidan added to the 
lively celebrations, giving vis-
itors and locals an unforgetta-
ble cultural experience.

D.K. SHIVAKUMAR FACES 
PROTEST IN DAVANAGERE

Shivakumar humorously told the crowd to “comeback,” emphasizing politics 
should stay out of religious events and disagreements remain only during elections
DAVANAGERE

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar faced a black 
cloth protest during the Sant 
Sevalal Jayanthotsava at Bha-
yagad in Surgondanakoppa, 
Nyamathi taluk. The protest 
came in response to the gov-
ernment’s internal reservation 
policy, with some members of 
the Lambani community dis-
playing black clothes to ex-
press their anger.

Speaking on stage, Shiva-
kumar addressed the crowd 
with calm and humor, saying, 
“Some say go back, but I say 
comeback. There are more 
people here who welcome us 
than those who shout against 
us.” He emphasized that poli-
tics should not be mixed with 
religious programs and urged 
everyone to limit disagree-

ments to elections.
Shivakumar recalled his 

government’s efforts to bring 
justice to all communities, in-
cluding implementing reser-
vations, providing land titles 
to over a crore people, and 
developing Hadi Hatti Tan-
das. He said, “Our party has 
always worked for all com-
munities. We will continue to 
stand by the Lambani peo-
ple.”

Police struggled briefly to 
maintain order as some pro-
testers clashed with authori-
ties. SP Shekhar H. Tekkanna-
var intervened to calm the 
crowd, and the Deputy Speak-
er Rudrappa Lamani was 
threatened by a young protest-
er but remained safe.

On the stage, leaders in-
cluding Rajiv, Renukacharya, 
and B.Y. Raghavendra sup-
ported Shivakumar, praising 

his return to the event despite 
the protest. Shivakumar reit-
erated that minor opposition 
from a few individuals would 
not deter him from serving 
the public.

The incident highlighted 
tensions around reservation 
policies, yet the overall festi-
val proceeded peacefully, 
with Shivakumar stressing 
that respect for religious pro-
grams and social unity must 
be maintained. He concluded 
with optimism, noting that fu-
ture developments, including 
his Delhi visit, will speak for 
themselves.

The black cloth protest, 
while dramatic, underscored 
the strong community voices 
in Davangere and the contin-
ued dialogue over govern-
ment policies affecting local 
groups.

People-centric 
view urged for 

Vijayanagar history
VIJAYANAGAR

Researcher Dr. Samad Kottur 
has called for studying the Vi-
jayanagar empire from a peo-
ple-centric perspective to bet-
ter understand the real foun-
dation of the great kingdom. 
He said such an approach 
would highlight the lifestyle, 
economic conditions, and dai-
ly struggles of ordinary peo-
ple who played a major role 
in building and sustaining the 
empire.

Dr. Kottur was speaking at 
a seminar held at the Vir-
upaksheshwara Temple stage 
during the Hampi Utsav. The 
programme was organised 
jointly by the Kannada and 
Culture Department, Tourism 
Department, and the Vi-
jayanagar District Administra-
tion. He explained that history 
often focuses only on kings, 
wars, and monuments, while 
ignoring the contribution of 
farmers, labourers, foremen, 
and lower-caste communities.

He noted that the region 
around Hampi shows evi-
dence of human settlement 
dating back 20,000 to 30,000 
years. During the Vijayanagar 
period, well-planned irriga-
tion systems, rich agricultural 
practices, banana cultivation, 
food habits, and social life re-
flected the prosperity created 
by collective effort. The sac-
rifices and hard work of wage 

labourers and marginalised 
groups, he said, deserve equal 
recognition in historical stud-
ies.

Presiding over the seminar, 
Dr. F.T. Hallikeri from Kan-
nada University stressed the 
need for research on art, ar-
chitecture, literature, women’s 
contributions, natural history, 
and social systems such as the 
Devadasi and widowhood 
practices. He urged the publi-
cation of seminar research 
papers with government sup-
port.

Sri Krishnadevaraya Uni-
versity Professor Ranganath 
Aranakatte said the Vi-
jayanagar Empire should not 
be seen only as a war-driven 
monarchy but also as a soci-
ety with democratic practices 
and strong social systems.

The seminar also discussed 
folk traditions, social cus-
toms, and cultural heritage of 
the Vijayanagar era, with par-
ticipation from senior schol-
ars, writers, and historians.

Dr. Kottur, speaking at 
Hampi Utsav, 

highlighted that history 
often overlooks 

farmers, labourers, 
foremen, and lower-
caste communities, 

focusing only on kings, 
wars, and monuments

HUBBALLI

The festival of Shivaratri has 
caused flower and fruit prices 
to soar in Hubballi, leaving 
shoppers worried. Traders re-
ported that prices have in-
creased by 30 to 40 percent 
compared to last week, forc-
ing consumers to spend more 
for their festival purchases.

Apples, pomegranates, 
mangoes, oranges, and banan-
as—essential for worship—
have become costlier. Some 
flowers, including jasmine, 
r o s e ,  c h r y s a n t h e m u m , 
kanakambar, and sugandhara-

ja, now cost Rs 100 to 200 
more per kilogram. Despite 
the rise, shoppers are buying 
them to celebrate the festival 
properly. The price surge is 
mainly due to high demand 
and reduced flower produc-
tion during the winter. Festi-
val preparations, fasting, and 
worship traditions have also 
added to the pressure on fruit 
and flower supplies.

Consumers expressed con-
cern over the rising costs. 
Basavaraj said apples, once 
Rs 150, now cost Rs 200, and 
bananas have jumped from Rs 
80 to Rs 200 per kg. Deven-

dra Gowda added that mid-
dle-class and poor families 
will face difficulties if prices 
continue to rise. Savitri 

lamented that the higher costs 
prevent poorer families from 
celebrating fully.

Traders, however, reported 

good business. Suresh said 
grapes sell for Rs 180–200 
per kg, apples at Rs 200, and 
pomegranates at Rs 200. Ravi 
added that prices have risen 
only slightly for some items, 
by Rs 10–20 per kg. Shantha, 
a banana trader, explained 
that lower supply from farm-
ers is the key reason behind 
higher costs during festivals.

The Shivaratri rush high-
lights the festival’s impact on 
local markets, showing that 
while celebrations continue, 
many families face the chal-
lenge of managing expenses 
for essential festival items.

Hegde explained cow dung controls leaf spot disease, enriches soil fertility, and 
urged farmers to use it as organic fertilizer for better areca yields

Progressive farmer highlights animal husbandry role
SIRSI

Progressive farmer Sitarama 
Hegde emphasized the role of 
animal husbandry in support-
ing agriculture during an inte-
grated agricultural work camp 
held at an areca plantation 
under the Cow Protection and 
Animal Feed Scheme. The 
program, organized by the Ta-
luka Agricultural Cooperative 
Maratha Sangha (T.M.S.), 
aimed to educate farmers on 
sustainable farming tech-
niques and animal feed use.

Hegde highlighted the ben-
efits of cow dung, explaining 
that it helps control leaf spot 
disease in crops and enriches 
soil fertility through natural 
biological activity. He encour-
aged farmers to use cow dung 

as organic fertilizer in areca 
plantations to improve crop 
health and yield.

The camp also introduced 
high-quality animal feed pre-
pared from paddy straw. G.T. 
Hegde explained that the feed 
is specially processed to suit 
local livestock needs and is 
now available in convenient 
30 kg packages, replacing the 
older 50 kg packaging. Farm-
ers were urged to take advan-
tage of this feed to reduce 
costs and ensure better live-
stock nutrition.

Sudesh Kulakarni shared 
technical advice on integrated 
agriculture for areca nut gar-
dens. He noted that areca nut 
is cultivated on 10 lakh hect-
ares in India, with 7 lakh 
hectares in Karnataka, high-

lighting the crop’s economic 
importance.

The event was attended by 
TMS former chairman G.M. 
Hegde, CEO Vinayak Hegde, 
vice chairman G.M. Hegde 
Mulakand, TMS directors, 
and many progressive farm-
ers.

Hegde concluded by urging 

farmers to actively participate 
in cow protection efforts, 
adopt integrated agricultural 
practices, and use available 
resources wisely. The pro-
gram aimed to combine ani-
mal husbandry and agricul-
ture as a path toward econom-
ic stability and improved 
productivity for local farmers.

Savita Samaj seeks govt 
recognition for barbers

GADAG

The Gadag District Savita Sa-
maj has urged the state gov-
ernment to introduce a “Gov-
ernment Salon” scheme in the 
upcoming budget to provide 
recognition and job security to 
barbers from the community.

District President Krishna 
H. Hadapada said many 
youths from the Savita Samaj 
face social neglect and lack 
stable employment. He de-
manded that well-equipped 
government salons be set up 
in every taluk and district 
headquarters, where barbers 
would receive official recog-
nition and a pay scale similar 
to government employees.

As part of the proposal, he 
suggested free haircut ser-
vices for poor students study-
ing in government schools 
and senior citizens above 60 
years. He described this as a 

possible “sixth guarantee” 
that would promote hygiene, 
confidence, and welfare 
among the public.

Hadapada also highlighted 
social challenges, stating that 
many families prefer govern-
ment-employed grooms, mak-
ing it difficult for barber 
youths to find matches. He 
said government recognition 
would improve their social 
status and dignity.

To strengthen the profes-
sion, he further demanded 
electricity concessions and 
financial support to help bar-
bers compete with corporate 
salons and purchase modern 
equipment.

“Our demand is about 
self-respect and equal status 
in society,” Hadapada said, 
adding that the scheme would 
ensure economic indepen-
dence and social dignity for 
Savita Samaj youth.

Kampli festival sees free 
water service initiative

BALLARI

As part of the Kampli festival, 
the Kampli Industrial Associ-
ation provided free clean drink-
ing water to festival-goers, 
earning widespread apprecia-
tion from the public. The initia-
tive highlighted the importance 
of water, long recognized in 
Ayurveda and traditional texts 
as essential for health and 
well-being. Two stalls were set 
up near the Gandugali Kumara 
Ram Vedike on the premises of 
Kampli Sugar Factory, where 
volunteers continuously distrib-
uted water throughout the 
event. The gesture was praised 
by thousands of attendees who 
found relief and comfort amid 
the festival activities.

The office bearers credited 
the success of the service to the 
cooperation, solidarity, and ac-
tive participation of all associa-
tion members. “We are happy 
to serve the public and will 

continue to support such initia-
tives in the future,” they said.

Officials and guests attending 
the program included Imtiaz 
Saab, JC Nagaraj, Rehmat Ul-
lah, T.H.M. Rajkumar, Honor-
ary President Laxman, Maula, 
Dadapeer, Vasu, Seena, Ra-
mesh, and Tabares.

The association emphasized 
that this initiative reflects its 
commitment to social responsi-
bility and public welfare. By 
ensuring access to clean drink-
ing water, they aim to set an 
example for other organizations 
and promote health and safety 
at public events. Attendees ex-
pressed gratitude for the 
thoughtful service, calling it a 
valuable contribution to the fes-
tival experience.

DHARWAD

A spiritual discourse held in 
Hebballi village highlighted 
the deep values of faith, fami-
ly, and selfless love during the 
second-year fair festival of the 
Srisaila Mallikarjunaswamy 
Temple. The programme drew 
devotees from nearby areas 
and created a reflective spiritu-
al atmosphere.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sri Gurusiddheshwar Shi-
vacharya Swamiji, president of 
the Dharwad district unit of 
the All India Veerashaiva Shi-
vacharya Sanstha, said that a 
mother is the first guru and the 
pure embodiment of selfless 
love. He explained that the 
care, guidance, and values giv-
en by a mother shape a per-
son’s life forever and must al-
ways be remembered with 

gratitude.
He added that divinity exists 

at the very root of human life 
and relationships. A father, 
who protects and teaches dis-
cipline, is also a divine figure. 
The Acharya or guru, as a liv-
ing symbol of divinity, guides 
individuals toward self-realisa-
tion through religion, culture, 
tradition, and spirituality. Re-
ferring to ancient wisdom, he 
said the Upanishads teach peo-
ple to see mother, father, and 
guru as forms of God.

Another spiritual discourse 
was delivered by Sri Siddhal-
inga Swamiji of Kalaburgi dis-
trict. He said spirituality is not 
limited to rituals but is a jour-
ney toward inner awareness. 
According to him, spirituality 
builds qualities such as love, 
kindness, forgiveness, and pa-
tience.

Spiritual discourse highlights 
mother as divine love

Teachers need mental strength, 
sensitivity: Expert

DHARWAD

Teachers must remain mental-
ly strong and sensitive to sup-
port the learning development 
of children, as every child has 
a different learning ability, 
said Mahesh Desai, Head of 
the Mental Diseases Depart-
ment at KIMS.

He was speaking at a one-
day workshop on learning 
disabilities organised at the 
District Institute of Education 
and Training (DIET), Dhar-
wad. Addressing teachers, Dr. 
Desai said learning problems 
should be identified at an ear-
ly stage, especially difficulties 
related to reading, writing, 
mathematics and language. 
Early identification, he said, 
helps children overcome chal-
lenges with proper guidance 
and care.

Dr. Desai explained that 
teachers should provide inter-
nal support, positive rein-
forcement and practical help 
to children facing learning 
disabilities. Creating an atmo-
sphere of empathy, trust and 
encouragement in classrooms 

is essential for healthy learn-
ing. He said children are nat-
urally curious and will devel-
op interest in learning if given 
time, support and a positive 
environment.

Highlighting the impact of 
technology, he advised teach-
ers and parents to limit chil-
dren’s use of electronic gad-
gets. He also spoke about At-
tention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), describing 
it as a neurodevelopmental 
condition marked by poor 
concentration, restlessness, 
boredom and impulsive be-
haviour. He said ADHD can 
be managed through proper 
medication, time manage-
ment, parent training and 
structured routines.

Dr. Desai stressed the im-

portance of yoga, meditation, 
nutritious food and a balanced 
lifestyle for maintaining chil-
dren’s mental health. He 
urged teachers not to compare 
students but instead spend 
quality time understanding 
each child’s needs.

Deputy Director and DIET 
Principal Basavaraj Nalawat-
wada said such programmes 
help teachers build confi-
dence and improve classroom 
practices.  Dr.  Niharika 
demonstrated stress manage-
ment techniques, while Dr. 
Amulya spoke on time man-
agement. More than 150 
teachers and headmasters 
from across the district took 
part in the workshop, making 
it an engaging and informa-
tive learning platform.
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Colorful kites brighten Hampi festival skies
VIJAYANAGAR 

 
The Hampi Festival-2026 
took off with a spectacular 
kite festival at Vijayanagar 
College Grounds on Saturday, 
celebrating the historic glory 
of Vijayanagar. The event was 
inaugurated by MLA H.R. 
Gaviyappa, drawing a cheer-
ful crowd of kite lovers and 
tourists.

Organized by the Kannada 
and Culture Department along 
with the Vijayanagar District 
Administration, the festival 
attracted hundreds of partici-

pants from early morning. 
Bright and colorful kites of all 
shapes and sizes filled the 
sky, creating a lively and 

playful scene. Children and 
adults alike were delighted to 
watch the sky come alive with 
fluttering kites. The tricolor 

kites carrying the message 
“Vasudaiva Kutumbum” and 
sea octopus-shaped kites were 
a special delight for children. 
Spectacular large kites from 
the Bangalore Kite Club and 
artists from Punjab, Gujarat, 
Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh 
stole the show. Among them 
were a giant red octopus 
stretching tens of feet, a leop-
ard, and a monkey-shaped 
kite that seemed to leap 
across the sky, mesmerizing 
young spectators.

Deputy Commissioner Ka-
vita S. Mannikeri, Sub-Divi-

sional Officer Vivek, Munici-
pal Council President Rupesh 
Kumar, Urban Development 
Fund Project Director Mano-
har, Municipal Commissioner 
Shivakumar, and V.K. Rao 
from the Bangalore Kite Club 
attended the inauguration, 
adding prestige to the festival.

The festival not only enter-
tained visitors but also high-
lighted the cultural pride of 
Vijayanagar. Locals and tour-
ists cheered for the creative 
displays, capturing photos and 
enjoying the vibrant atmo-
sphere. 

COLORS OVER VIJAYANAGAR
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Helium gas leak 
burns Belthangady 

shop

Dr. Madhu Prasad 
appointed senior head 

teacher

Villagers catch
 thief, hand him over 

to cops

BELTHANGADY
A fire broke out in 

Belthangady town early 
Saturday morning after a 

helium gas leak at KAF 
Creative Art & Craft Store, 

owned by Muhammad 
Samil. The incident oc-

curred around 7:30 am on 
the first floor of Heraje 

Complex while balloons 
were being filled for a pro-
gram. The shop was com-

pletely destroyed. Two 
workers escaped un-

harmed. Fire brigade per-
sonnel, assisted by locals, 

quickly controlled the 
blaze, though nearby 
shops suffered minor 

damage. Hundreds gath-
ered at the scene, tempo-
rarily disrupting traffic. A 

shopkeeper fainted during 
the fire and was hospital-
ized, but no major injuries 

were reported.

HUNSUR
Dr. Madhu Prasad, previ-
ously the head teacher at 
H. PBS School, has been 
promoted to senior head 

teacher. The appointment 
was honored by the 

school’s S.D.M.C. teachers 
and members in a small 

ceremony. S.D.M.C. Presi-
dent Shubha A.S., Vice 
President Mohammed 

Rafique S., and teachers 
including Veena Na, Nar-
asimha Jayaramegowda, 

and Kasima S.D.M.C. 
members were present. 

Other staff, such as Palla-
vi, Chandana, Nirmala, 
Lakshmi, Aisha Banu, 

Manjula, Noor Sabha, and 
several teachers including 

Jayaramegowda, 
Arokyameri, Dr. Chaluvraj, 
Somasunder, and Shilpa, 
attended to congratulate 

Dr. Prasad. 

SHIVAMOGGA 
In Honkeri village, villagers 
caught a man attempting 
to steal in broad daylight, 

beat him, and handed him 
over to the police.

A local farmer had kept Rs 
50,000 in cash from sell-

ing jaggery, along with 
gold and other valuables, 

at home. Thieves broke 
windows and doors to 

steal the cash and jewel-
lery. Suspicious villagers 

noticed strangers and 
rushed inside, catching 

one man with the stolen 
goods. The villagers tied 
him to a pole and con-

fronted him; he denied the 
theft, but evidence proved 

otherwise.
The thief, identified as 

Suresh, was later taken 
into custody by the Sagar 
Rural Police and is being 
questioned. The prompt 

action by villagers helped 
recover the stolen proper-
ty and prevent further loss.

Mass Hanuman Chalisa recitation 
fills Mysuru with devotion

Ganapati Sachchidananda Swamiji inaugurated the programme, leading nearly two 
hours of Sundarakanda recitation focused rounds of Hanuman Chalisa

MYSURU 

More than fifty thousand 
devotees gathered in Mysuru 
on Saturday to take part in a 
massive recitation of Shri Ha-
numan Chalisa, filling the city 
with devotion and spiritual 
energy for the welfare of so-
ciety.

The event was organised by 
Sri Avadhuta Dattapeeth at 
t he  Maha ra j a  Co l l ege 
Grounds, where people from 
different parts of Karnataka 
and beyond assembled in a 
rare show of faith. Over fifty 
thousand voices joined to-
gether in prayer, creating a 
powerful and peaceful atmo-

sphere.
The programme was inau-

gurated by Ganapati Sachchi-
dananda Swamiji, who began 
the recitation with the chant 
“Rama Lakshman Janaki Jai 
Bolo Hanuman Ki”. The 
chanting, along with verses 

from the Sundarakanda, con-
tinued without pause for near-
ly two hours. During this 
time, eighteen rounds of the 
Hanuman Chalisa were recit-
ed with deep concentration.

Before the main pro-
gramme, a Pavamana Homa 

was performed by the seers to 
seek peace and well-being for 
farmers, soldiers, and ordi-
nary citizens. Several public 
representatives, cultural fig-
ures, and devotees welcomed 
the spiritual leaders and of-
fered their respects.

The grounds turned saffron 
as devotees waved flags, 
sang, and danced in devotion. 
Volunteers managed the 
crowd, while drinking water, 
medical care, and prasad were 
provided. Police ensured se-
curity throughout the event. 
The gathering concluded 
peacefully with the national 
anthem, leaving participants 
spiritually fulfilled.

Move to merge panchayats 
with Maddur municipality

MANDYA 

District In-charge Minister 
N. Chaluvarayaswamy said 
discussions will be held at the 
government level to include 
nearby Gram Panchayats in 
Maddur Municipality as part 
of plans to upgrade it into a 
municipal corporation.

Chairing a preliminary 
meeting with villagers of 
Gejjalagere at the Maddur 
Tourist Mandir, the minister 
said the proposal involves 
merging four Gram Pancha-
yats — Goravanahalli, Cha-
manahalli, Somanahalli, and 
Gejjalagere — with Maddur 
Municipality. He assured that 
the process would be carried 
out strictly as per legal provi-
sions.

Chaluvarayaswamy said he 
would soon convene a meet-
ing with the Chief Minister, 
district MLAs, and officials to 
review the demands and take 
necessary action. “We have 
listened to the concerns of vil-
lagers from all four Gram 
Panchayats and have accepted 
their requests. Further steps 
will be taken after detailed 
discussions,” he stated. He 
also appealed to residents to 
withdraw ongoing protests, 
assuring them that their con-
cerns would be addressed re-
sponsibly.

Maddur MLA K.M. Udaya, 
District Collector Dr. Kumar, 
Zilla Panchayat CEO K.R. 
Nandini, District Superinten-
dent of Police Dr. Shobha 
Rani, and Tahsildar Parush-
ram Sattigeri were present at 
the meeting along with local 
residents.

The proposed merger is ex-
pected to strengthen civic in-

frastructure and improve de-
velopment planning in Mad-
dur taluk.

Ganapati 
Sachchidananda Swamiji 

inaugurated the 
programme, leading 
nearly two hours of  

Sundarakanda recitation 
and eighteen focused 

rounds of  the Hanuman 
Chalisa

Minister Launches 
Poster for Mandya 

Job Fair 
District In-charge Min-
ister S. Chaluvarayas-

wamy unveiled the 
poster for the Mandya 
job fair scheduled on 

February 21 at Mandya 
University. The poster 

was released at Maddur 
Tourist Mandir in the 

presence of district offi-
cials and public repre-

sentatives. The minister 
said reputed companies 

will take part, offering 
job opportunities in var-
ious sectors. He urged 

youth to attend in large 
numbers and benefit 
from the event. Mad-
dur MLA K.M. Udaya, 

District Commissioner 
Dr. Kumar, Zilla Pancha-

yat CEO K.R. Nandini, 
and SP Dr. Shobha Rani 
were present. Officials 

said the fair aims to 
connect job seekers with 

employers.

Opposition calls government 
event a painful show

MP alleged weakened law and order, internal power struggles, and 
scams in treasury, Valmiki, MUDA, and excise, citing mismanagement

SHIVAMOGGA

BJP MP B. Y. Raghavendra 
criticised the state govern-
ment’s  proposed thou-
sand-day Sadhana Samavesh 
in Haveri, calling it a “Yatana 
Samavesh” that reflects pub-
lic suffering rather than 
achievement. He urged the 
government to release a white 
paper explaining its financial 
position and development re-
cord.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Raghavendra said peo-
ple across Karnataka are fac-
ing growing hardships since 
the present government came 
to power. He claimed devel-
opment exists only on paper, 
while contractors are strug-
gling due to unpaid bills. He 
alleged that around 60 percent 
of eligible youth are not re-
ceiving stipends under the 
Yuvanidhi scheme and that 
farmer suicides have in-
creased in several districts.

The MP further alleged that 

law and order has weakened 
and internal power struggles 
have increased. He listed sev-
eral alleged scams, including 
treasury-related issues, Valmi-
ki, MUDA and excise cases, 
accusing the government of 
mismanagement and appease-
ment politics. Raghavendra 
said funds under the Grihal-
akshmi scheme remain unac-
counted, while transport oper-
ators are owed large dues un-
der the Shakti scheme, lead-
ing to the closure of hundreds 
of rural bus routes. This, he 
said, has badly affected stu-
dents and villagers. He also 

accused the government of 
delaying benefits under the 
Annabhagya scheme and di-
verting SCP-TSP funds meant 
for Dalit welfare. He ques-
tioned the decision to hold the 
event in Haveri, a district af-
fected by farmer suicides, and 
cited a CAG report pointing 
to a major revenue deficit. He 
alleged rising liquor sales, 
poor jail management, and 
declining safety for women. 
MLA S. N. Channabasappa 
and district leaders N. K. 
Jagadish, D. S. Arun and oth-
ers were present.

Contractors to 
protest over  

pending 
payments

SHIVAMOGGA  

Thousands of contractors to 
gather at Freedom Park in 
Bengaluru on March 5 to de-
mand the release of Rs 37,000 
crore owed to them by the 
state government, officials 
said. The protest highlighted 
growing frustration over un-
paid dues from 2022-23 to 
2025-26.

R. Manjunath, president of 
the State PWD Contractors’ 
Association, said that despite 
repeated meetings with the 
Chief Minister, ministers, and 
department secretaries, no 
progress had been made. “For 
over two and a half years, the 
Chief Minister has not held 
any official meetings with us. 
Scheduled meetings were 
postponed indefinitely with-
out reason,” he said.

Manjunath criticized a re-
cent trend of awarding pack-
age tenders to select contrac-
tors, which he said favored 
outsiders over local contrac-
tors. “Kalyana Karnataka 
alone received contracts 
worth around Rs 5,000 crore. 
This practice is causing injus-
tice to local contractors,” he 
added.

Many contractors have 
mortgaged homes, land, and 
jewelry to continue work, re-
lying on pending government 
payments. The association has 
submitted a 100-page report 
to the state Chief Secretary 
detailing the dues, but offi-
cials say nothing has changed.

The protest received wide-
spread support, following 
press conferences in eight dis-
tricts to raise awareness. 
Around 25,000 to 30,000 con-
tractors were expected to par-
ticipate in the strike, demand-
ing immediate action on the 
long-standing payments issue.

Several district and state 
office bearers attended, in-
cluding Dhanasekar, N. Man-
junath, P. Subrahmanya, P. S. 
Girishrao, Syed Nafeez, Shi-
varaj, Hemanth Kumar, K. 
Manjunath, Yatish, Basavaraj, 
and Satish.

Hunsur Banks launch camp 
for financial awareness

HUNSUR
 

An awareness camp was held 
in Hunsur as part of the “Fi-
nancial Literacy Week” orga-
nized by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) and the District 
Guide Bank. The event aimed 
to educate customers on re-
sponsible banking and secure 
financial practices.

District Guide Bank Chief 
Manager N.P. Krishnamurthy 
inaugurated the program at 
the CTRI auditorium by 
planting a tree. Speaking to 
attendees, he highlighted the 
importance of financial liter-
acy, proper savings habits, 
digital banking, and govern-
ment-sponsored schemes. He 
also explained KYC proce-
dures, including e-KYC and 
c-KYC, and their benefits for 
customers.

The camp focused on pre-
venting online fraud, money-
mule accounts, and safe digi-
tal transactions in line with 

RBI guidelines. Bank officials 
clarified doubts about cyber 
fraud, OTP security, UPI 
transactions, and other secure 
banking practices, helping 
customers better protect their 
accounts.

Representatives from major 
banks including SBI, Canara 
Bank, Karnataka Gramin 
Bank, and Bank of Baroda 
were present. Karnataka 
Gramin Bank Assistant Gen-
eral Manager Pramod Navani 
and Central Tobacco Research 
Institute Head Shri Ra-
makrishnan also attended. 
Bank officials Venkat Rao, 
Anil, Rajesh, and Mohan Ku-
mar participated in organizing 
and guiding the attendees.

Officials said the camp 
aimed to increase customer 
confidence in modern bank-
ing, promote financial inclu-
sion, and ensure safe use of 
digital payment systems, es-
pecially as more people adopt 
online banking.

Mangaluru hosts free health camp for residents

MANGALURU
 

A free health check-up camp 
was organized in Mangaluru 
under the joint efforts of All 
India Bari Parishad, Yenepoya 
Medical Institute Deralakatte, 
and Nalapad Kunil Towers. 
The program aimed to raise 
awareness about health and 
encourage preventive care 
among residents.

Dr. Reshma, Senior Resi-
dent of Yenepoya Medical 
College Community Medi-
cine, stressed the importance 

of maintaining good health 
and highlighted the need for 
awareness programs in every 
town. “Health is more import-
ant than anything else, and 
these camps help prevent 
problems before they arise,” 
she said.

The program was inaugu-
rated by Abdul Latif, who ex-
plained the purpose and ne-
cessity of the initiative. All 
India Bari Parishad President 
U.H. Khalid Ujire presided 
over the event, urging partic-
ipants to take full advantage 

of the free services offered.
Officials and dignitaries at-

tending included Social Wel-
fare Department retired offi-
cer Yusuf Waktar, Nalapad 
Kunil Towers ‘A’ Block Pres-
ident Asif Khan, ‘B’ Block 
President Muhammad Qasim, 
Yenepoya Medical College 
Health Inspector Aisha Perne, 
Coordinator Abdul Razak, Dr. 
Siddique Addur, Hamid, and 
Habib Rahman.

All India Bari Parishad 
General Secretary Ibrahim 
Nadupadau welcomed the at-
tendees, while Treasurer Nisar 
F. Muhammad proposed the 
vote of thanks. Vice President 
Sufi Nasir compered the pro-
gram.

The camp featured sessions 
on various aspects of human 
health. A large number of 
people participated, receiving 
check-ups and guidance on 
maintaining a healthy life-
style. Attendees expressed 
appreciation for the initiative 
and the expert advice provid-
ed during the event.

BALLARI
 

The district administration, 
District Panchayat, and the 
Department of Kannada and 
Culture, Bengaluru, have or-
ganized the Kurugodu Utsav 
on February 15 and 16.

On Feb 16 at 6:00 PM, the 
inauguration ceremony will 
be held at the Sri Dodda 
Basaveshwara stage near Sri 
Khaderlinga Dargah on Kam-
pli Road, with the Hon. Min-
ister for Housing, Wakf, and 
Minorities Welfare and Bal-
lari District In-Charge Minis-

ter B. Ed. Jameer Ahmad 
Khan presiding over the 
event. Other dignitaries at-
tending include S. Shivraj 
Tangadagi, Minister for Wel-
fare of Backward Classes and 
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment; H. K. Patil, Minister for 
Law, Judicial Rights, Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Legislation, 
and Tourism; Labor Minister 
Santosh Lad S., who will also 
be present.

Lokayukta Minister Satish 
Jarakiholi will participate as a 
special guest and release the 
book “Kurugodu Utsav. 

Kurugodu Utsav on Feb 15–16
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Leopard rescued 
after falling 

into well

Three killed 
in Yadgir road 

accident

TUMKUR
A leopard searching for 

food fell into a well on the 
outskirts of Tumkur, cre-

ating a tense situation for 
locals. The well was in the 
garden of Karthik, a BES-
COM employee, whose 

family heard the animal’s 
cries and alerted the for-
est department. Forest 

Officer Madhu and Zonal 
Forest Conservator 

Bharat led a rescue oper-
ation to safely lift the 

trapped leopard. Thou-
sands gathered near the 

site, prompting police and 
forest staff to manage the 
crowd and calm the ani-
mal. The operation suc-

cessfully ensured the 
leopard’s safety, avoiding 

any harm to people or 
wildlife.

YADGIR
A tragic road accident 

near Jadacharla claimed 
the lives of three people 

when a cruiser vehicle hit 
a roadside barrier. The 

victims were identified as 
Rama Reddy (52), his 
wife Megha (50) from 

Gogi village, Shahapur ta-
luk, and Rama Reddy’s 

mother-in-law Ma-
hadevappa (65) from Vi-

jayapura district. The 
family was traveling to 

visit Srisaila Mallikarjuna 
temple after a grandson’s 
Javala program. Officials 

suspect the driver fell 
asleep, causing the crash. 

Five other passengers 
were injured and are re-

ceiving treatment at a lo-
cal hospital. The incident 
has left the community in 

shock and mourning.

Simple mass marriages bring 
happiness to society: U.T. Khader
The district administration, panchayat, and minority welfare department, guided 
by MLA Iqbal Hussain, organized the event witnessed by thousands of residents

RAMANAGARA
 

Assembly Speaker U.T. 
Khader said that simple and 
mass marriages form the 
foundation of a strong society. 
Speaking at a mass marriage 
program in Yarab Nagar, he 
wished that the newlyweds 
become examples of happy 
and ideal married life for oth-
ers.

The event was organized by 
the district administration, 
district panchayat, and mi-
nority welfare department un-
der the guidance of local 
MLA Iqbal Hussain. 

Many couples from Ra-
managara, Channapatna, 
Magadi, Kanakapura, and 
Harohalli taluks participated, 
while families, relatives, and 
thousands of residents wit-
nessed the ceremony.

Khader emphasized that 
married couples should live 
together happily, fulfilling the 
purpose of such programs. He 
praised MLA Iqbal Hussain 

for supporting economically 
weak families and arranging 
simple weddings that ease fi-
nancial burdens.

Municipal Administration 
Minister Rahim Khan high-
lighted that rising marriage 
costs make simple weddings 
necessary. 

He said mass marriages re-
duce wasteful spending, help 
poor families, and promote 
peaceful lives. 

He also spoke against dow-
ry, calling it a harmful prac-
tice. “Islam does not support 

dowry. Those who believe in 
Allah should stop demanding 
it,” he said.

The ceremony featured 
blessings from dignitaries, re-
ligious leaders, and elders, 
including KPCC Vice Presi-
dent Syed Ziaullah, former 
MLA K. Raju, and Ra-
managara Urban Develop-
ment Authority Chairman 
A.B. Chethan Kumar.

Each couple received prac-
tical and festive gifts. Brides 
were given four pairs of sa-
rees and anklets, while 

grooms received jubba, pyja-
ma, jacket, hat, watch, blan-
ket, and daily-use utensils. 
The gifts and blessings left 
the newlyweds joyful and 
hopeful as they began their 
married life.

The mass marriage program 
highlighted unity, simplicity, 
and social responsibility. By 
encouraging modest wed-
dings, the event set an exam-
ple for families, showing that 
happiness and harmony mat-
ter more than lavish celebra-
tions.

Millet purchase 
rules announced 

for farmers
HUNSUR

 
MLA J.D. Harish Gowda 
urged officials to ensure farm-
ers face no inconvenience at 
the millet support price cen-
ters, while inaugurating the 
2025-26 purchase center at 
the city’s APMC premises. He 
emphasized that deductions 
from millet should not exceed 
640 grams per quintal, even 
when damaged grains or other 
materials are added.

This year, the state govern-
ment plans to purchase 60 
lakh quintals of quality millet. 
The procurement will be man-
aged through a local agency 
in the district. Farmers had 
complained last year that up 
to 4 kg per quintal was de-
ducted for various reasons, 
causing losses.

Harish Gowda warned that 
officials must not deduct 
more than the prescribed 
amount under any circum-
stances. He also stressed that 
registered farmers must be 
allowed to participate on the 
scheduled day, and workers 
hired under contract must fol-
low proper procedures. Any 

complaints of farmers being 
asked for extra money will 
result in strict action.

Speaking at the program, 
Purchase Center District 
Manager B.S. Kiran and Pur-
chase Center Officer Michael 
Fernandes outlined the opera-
tional procedures.

The inauguration was at-
tended by TAPCMS Director 
Govindegowda, Taluk Food 
and Civil Supplies Chief 
Lakshmi, APMC Secretary 
Nagesh, and local farmer 
leaders. 

Officials assured farmers 
that this year’s millet procure-
ment would be transparent 
and fair, aiming to restore 
trust and ensure timely pay-
ments.

Harish Gowda warned 
officials against 
overcharging, 

emphasized registered 
farmers’ participation, 
proper contract worker 

procedures, and 
promised strict action for 
complaints of  demanding 

extra money.

Devanahalli inspector allegedly accepted a Rs 5,000 bribe to issue an 
unauthorized inspection report, causing confusion for local authorities

RTO inspector accused of bribe 
for illegal report

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

An RTO inspector from 
Devanahalli has come under 
scrutiny for issuing a vehicle 
inspection report outside her 
jurisdiction, raising allega-
tions of bribery. The report 
concerned a tractor (registra-
tion KA 40, TB2054) in-
volved in an accident handled 
by Gauribidanur Rural Police 
in Chikkaballapura district.

The Gauribidanur Police 
had requested the Chikka-
ballapura District RTO to is-
sue the inspection report. 
However, Devanahalli Police 
Inspector Shwetha, not autho-
rized in Chikkaballapura, al-
legedly accepted a Rs 5,000 
bribe from an RTO agent and 
issued the report illegally. 
Once the irregularity sur-
faced, the police were in-
structed to return the report, 

creating confusion for the lo-
cal authorities.

The Gauribidanur police 
initially accepted the unautho-
rized report and returned the 
tractor to the station. After 
Shwetha demanded the return 
of her documents, the vehicle 
was brought back and parked 
at the police station. Mean-
while, the local police have 
formally requested a fresh in-
spection report from the Chik-
kaballapura District RTO.

The Chikkaballapura RTO 
confirmed that they will esca-
late the matter to senior offi-
cials for further investigation. 
Authorities are concerned that 
the misuse of power and brib-
ery could set a dangerous 
precedent if not addressed 
promptly. The incident has 
sparked questions about ac-
countability and proper adher-
ence to jurisdictional proto-
cols within the transport and 
police departments.

Vijayapura hosts grand 
Dog Show 2026 event

VIJAYAPURA
 

The Dog Show–2026 was 
held successfully in Vijay-
apura, attracting pet lovers, 
families, and youth from 
across the district. Orga-
nized under the guidance 
of the Government of Kar-
nataka and jointly hosted 
by the District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, City 
Corporation, Police De-
partment, and the Depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, 
the event created a festive 
and educational atmo-
sphere.

The show took place at 
the Police Parade Ground 
on Solapur Road and fea-
tured a stunning display of 
various dog breeds. Visi-
tors enjoyed demonstra-
tions of training skills, 
obedience competitions, 
and security drills, high-
lighting the intelligence 
and discipline of the ani-

mals. Well-maintained and 
well-trained dogs received 
awards for their perfor-
mance, adding excitement 
to the program.

Veterinarians conducted 
free health check-ups and 
offered guidance on re-
sponsible pet ownership, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of proper care and 
welfare for animals. The 
event also aimed to raise 
public awareness about an-
imal welfare and the bene-
fits of adopting and caring 
for pets responsibly.

Organizers expressed 
their gratitude to all partic-
ipating departments, com-
petitors, and attendees for 
making the event a grand 
success. The Dog Show–
2026 not only entertained 
the  pub l ic  bu t  a l so 
strengthened the bond be-
tween humans and ani-
mals, encouraging ethical 
treatment and care of pets 
in the community.

Minister visits 
hospital after 

children fall ill
HIRIYUR

 
Minister D. Sudhakar visited 
Maradihalli Hospital in Hiri-
yur on Friday to check on 
the well-being of 41 children 
from Kittur Ranichennamma 
Murarji Residential Home in 
Aimangala village, who fell 
ill after consuming contami-
nated food. 

Seven of the children are 
in critical condition and 
were shifted to Chitradurga 
District Hospital for special-
ized care, while the remain-
ing children continue treat-
ment at Maradihalli Hospi-
tal.

During his visit, the minis-
ter met with anxious parents 
and reassured them about the 
children’s condition, empha-
sizing that officials are tak-
ing all necessary steps to 
ensure their safety.  He ex-
pressed courage and con-
cern, highlighting the impor-
tance of immediate medical 
attention and proper moni-
toring of hostel food services.

Gurukul College students shine in 
University rankings

BHALKI 
Three students of 

Channabasaveshwara 
Gurukul First Grade 
College have been 
named among the top 
10 performers at Gul-
barga University.

Pallavi Vijayakumar 
Borale secured 6th 
place with 88.65 per-
cent marks in Computer 
Science and won a gold 
medal. Rani Umesh 
Dadge achieved 3rd 

place with 89.01 per-
cent, while Vanishree 
Ashok Rajole ranked 
8th with 88.14 percent 
marks. Their outstand-
ing performance has 
brought pride to the in-
stitution.

Principal Dr. Kiran 
Sajjanashetty congratu-
lated the students for 
their  achievement. 
Founder  pres ident 
Basavalinga Pattadde-
varu, secretary Mahal-

inga Swamiji, adminis-
trator Mohana Reddy, 
and other staff ex-
pressed happiness over 
the students’ success, 
highlighting the col-
lege’s dedication to ac-
ademic excellence.

The achievements re-
flect the commitment of 
both students and facul-
ty to maintaining high 
educational standards 
and fostering talent in 
the region.

Make Cleanliness a Daily Habit: District 
Commissioner Nagendra Prasad K.

BALLARI
 

The commitment to 
keeping Ballari clean 
should not be limited 
to words; it must be-
come a daily practice, 
said District Commis-
s i o n e r  N a g e n d r a 
Prasad K.

He spoke while flag-
ging off the marathon 
organized by the Bru-
hat Ballari City Cor-
poration on Saturday 
at the Municipal Col-
lege ground on Dr. Ra-
jkumar Road, under 
the “Our Ballari – 
Clean Ballari” initia-
tive for the year 2025–
26.

He urged that only 
w h e n  t h e  p u b l i c 
adopts a disciplined 

lifestyle can the goals 
of the Swachh Bharat 
Mission be achieved. 
He called on everyone 
to  jo in  hands  to 
achieve the goal of a 
completely clean India 
along with a free In-
dia.

He expressed his 
happiness that not 
only professional run-

ners but also school 
and college students 
and the general public 
participated in large 
numbers in the mara-
thon.

Bruhat Ballari City 
Corporation Mayor P. 
Gadeppa said that 
maintaining complete 
cleanliness in the 
city’s 39 wards re-
quires both the corpo-
ration’s efforts and the 
active participation of 
the public. He empha-
sized that everyone 
should separate wet 
and dry waste at home 
and hand it over to the 
corporation’s vehicles. 
He added that it is im-
possible to keep the 
entire city clean with-
out public support.

HUBBALLI

State Conference highlights Innovative CSR for sustainability
CHITRADURGA

 
A one-day state-level confer-
ence on “Innovative CSR 
Management Practices for Sus-
tainable Development” was 
held at the Department of 
Commerce, Government First 
Grade College, Holalhere, un-
der the PM-USHA scheme. 
The programme took place on 
the college campus and drew 
strong participation from stu-
dents, teachers, and experts 
from across the state.

The conference was inaugu-

rated in the presence of several 
distinguished guests. The chief 
guest, Prof. Srinivas K.T., 
Dean of the Department of 
Commerce and Management at 
Davangere University, deliv-

ered a detailed lecture on mod-
ern Corporate Social Respon-
sibility practices. He explained 
how CSR has moved beyond 
charity and should be integrat-
ed into core business strategies 

to ensure long-term and sus-
tainable development. The 
keynote address was delivered 
by Prof. B. Nagaraju, Senior 
Professor at the University of 
Mysore and Chairman and Li-
aison Officer of the Board of 
Studies. He spoke about social 
responsibility, the close bond 
between family and nature, and 
the present challenges faced in 
education, health, and environ-
mental sectors. He also shared 
his views on India’s future de-
velopment path.

Presiding over the event, 

Prof. Kotrappa C.K. said such 
academic platforms play a vital 
role in promoting innovative 
CSR ideas. He urged students 
and faculty members to active-
ly involve themselves in social 
and community-based activi-
ties.

Several resource persons, 
including Dr. Satyanarayana, 
Dr. Venkateshababu, Po. C.K. 
Maheswarappa, Prof. K. Ra-
marao, and Prof. Rajashe-
karappa, shared their insights 
on different aspects of CSR 
and sustainability.

BUSINESS IMPACT SUSTAINABILITY
To place a classified ad  

contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

HARISHA .S, Advocate
# 1479. DRLS PLAZA. 

UNION BANK BUILDING. T DASARAHALLI,  
Bengaluru-560057.  Mob No. 9060950265.

Notice is hereby given to public at large 
Mrs.Vidya C/O Pratap Ram, Residing at No.66 
Honnagana Gatti Lakshmi Layout, Tavarekere, 
Bengaluru North, Karnataka - 560091. She has 
lost the Registered Original Sale Deed of Doc No. 
BTM-1-01334-2020-21 dated on 10-08-2020 
she has los t  a t  Near  Tavarekere  bus 
stop, Bangalore  Accordingly she has lodged 
the complainant on Bangalore City Police 
with E-Lost dated 24/01/2026 Repor t 
No.2025862/2026  
SCHEDULE PROPERTY : All that piece and 
parcel of the Property bearing Site No.687 
Southern Portion, Katha No.634, Assessment 
No.66. Si tuated at Tavarekere Vi l lage, 
Channenahalli Grama Panchahith, Tavarekere 
Hobli, Bangalore South Taluk, Measuring East to 
West : 40 feet and Nor th to South 15 feet, in all 
measuring 600 Sq,ft bounded on East by: Road, 
West by: Site No. 699, North by: Same Site 
No687  Balance  Northern Portion, South by: 
Site No.686. If anyone nding the aforesaid 
document is hereby requested to handover the 
same to our ofce at the address mentioned 
hereunder.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Chhattisgarh High Court Orders Pension For Mother
RAIPUR 

 
The Chhattisgarh High Court 
on Saturday called it “highly 
unjust” that a 68-year-old 
mother was denied family 
pension after her son, a police 
constable, was killed in a 
Naxal attack. The bench of 
Chief Justice Ramesh Sinha 
and Justice Ravindra Kumar 
Agrawal directed the state 
government to decide her case 
within six weeks.

Filisita Lakra’s 21-year-old 
son, Ignatius Lakra, of the 
10th Battalion of Chhattisgarh 

Armed Force in Surajpur, 
died in 2002. After her hus-
band, the first pension recipi-
ent, passed away in 2020, her 

pension was discontinued. 
Despite approaching authori-
ties, she received no relief, 
prompting her 2021 petition 

to the High Court.
The state had argued that 

the Chhatt isgarh Police 
Karmchari Varg Asadharan 
Parivar Nirvritti Vetan Ni-
yam, 1965, did not allow pen-
sion to pass to the mother af-
ter the father’s death. Filisi-
ta’s counsel argued this was 
discriminatory, pointing out 
the 1963 Civil Services Rules 
allowed the mother to receive 
pension after the father’s 
death.

The HC agreed with Filisi-
ta, noting the 1965 Rules 
should include provisions 

similar to the amended 1963 
Rules of 1970, allowing the 
mother to receive the pension. 
“Denial of pension is highly 
unjust, especially when the 
son laid down his life in a 
Naxal attack,” the court said.

The bench ordered that the 
pension sanctioned to the fa-
ther under the 1965 Rules 
will now be payable to the 
mother. Authorities have been 
directed to consider and de-
cide the matter within six 
weeks in line with the court’s 
observations, ensuring justice 
for the bereaved mother.

HC ACTS TOUGH

QUICK READ

TDB Rejects False 
News On Ayyappa 

Sangamam

Delhi  Freezes With 
Poor Air Quality

UP Police To Greet 
Kashi Devotees 

Respectfully

Thiruvananthapuram
The Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) on 

Saturday called media re-
ports about the Global 

Ayyappa Sangamam au-
dit “baseless and wrong.” 

The event was held on 
September 20, 2025, at 
Pamba for TDB’s Plati-
num Jubilee. TDB ac-

cused some outlets of 
spreading false propa-

ganda on spending, clari-
fying that the audit report 
and the Special Commis-

sioner’s report had no 
mention of a cot for Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. 

The Board said Rs 
3,83,439 was for office 

furniture and guest house 
expenses, not for the CM.

New Delhi
Delhi recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 

11.8°C on Saturday, 2.4 
degrees below the sea-
son’s average, the India 
Meteorological Depart-

ment said. The maximum 
is expected to reach 

24.8°C with strong winds 
during the day. Humidity 
was 82 per cent at 8.30 

am. The Central Pollution 
Control Board reported 
the air quality as “poor” 

with an AQI of 214. Delhi-
ites are advised to take 

precautions, as AQI read-
ings above 200 can affect 
health, especially for sen-

sitive groups.

Varanasi
For this Mahashivratri, UP 
Police will welcome Shri 
Kashi Vishwanath Dham 

devotees with folded 
hands and address them 

as “sir” or “madam.” 
About 15-20 lakh devo-

tees are expected on 
Sunday. Officers have 

been trained in soft skills 
and instructed to avoid 

harsh language or abusive 
behavior. Special atten-

tion will be given to senior 
citizens, women, and 

people with disabilities. 
Police will also guide dev-

otees for smooth dar-
shan, while senior officials 

monitor conduct to en-
sure strict discipline for 

any misconduct.

PM Modi Criticises Congress 
For Assam Neglect, Insurgency

 CM Himanta calls Centre’s approval for Assam’s first underwater road-rail 
tunnel a historic achievement

GUWAHATI 
  

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday sharply 
criticised the Congress, say-
ing it endangered Assam’s 
security and promoted unrest. 
Speaking to BJP workers in 
Guwahati, he alleged that 
Congress focused on vote-
bank politics and polarisation 
instead of the state’s develop-
ment. Modi said the party 
protected infiltrators while 
BJP is committed to ending 
illegal immigration, making 
the next five years crucial for 
Assam.

The Prime Minister warned 
of a new threat, calling it 
'MMC' – Maoist, Muslim, 
Congress – and urged people 
to be aware. He added that 
even out of power, Congress 
remained dangerous, evident 
from recent statements by its 
leaders. Modi highlighted in-

frastructure achievements un-
der BJP, noting that Congress 
built only three bridges over 
the Brahmaputra in seventy 
years, while BJP constructed 
five bridges in just ten years.

He said the BJP govern-
ment has ensured all-round 
development in Assam, im-
proving roads, bridges, and 
connectivity while maintain-
ing peace and security. Modi 
emphasised that Congress’s 
past rule left a legacy of fear 
and insecurity, whereas BJP’s 

governance has focused on 
safety, progress, and welfare 
for all sections of society.

The rally showcased the 
party’s confidence ahead of 
upcoming state elections, with 
Modi appealing to the people 
to recognise the BJP’s work 
and reject divisive politics. 
He urged Assam residents to 
support initiatives that pro-
mote growth, peace, and sta-
bility, contrasting BJP’s de-
velopment record with Con-
gress’s alleged negligence.

Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
on Saturday called the 
Centre’s approval for 
India’s first twin-tube 

underwater road-cum-
rail tunnel a historic 

milestone. The Cabinet 
Committee on Econom-
ic Affairs, chaired by PM 
Narendra Modi, cleared 
the 33.7 km, four-lane 

corridor from Gohpur to 
Numaligarh, including a 
15.79 km tunnel under 

the Brahmaputra, at Rs 
18,662 crore. Sarma said 
the project will cut travel 

time from six hours 
to 20 minutes, boost 

trade, tourism, industrial 
growth, and improve 
logistics efficiency.

Cong Celebrates 
T’gana Municipal 

Polls Victory
NEW DELHI  

 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Saturday con-
gratulated the party’s Telanga-
na unit for its decisive victory 
in municipal elections, saying 
the mandate shows the pub-
lic’s trust in the party. The 
win strengthens the A Re-
vanth Reddy-led government 
as the party secured over 
1,300 of 2,582 wards in 116 
municipalities, while the BRS 
won about 700 wards and the 
BJP around 275 wards.

Kharge took to X to express 
gratitude to Telangana Con-
gress workers, calling their 
efforts commendable. He em-
phasised the party’s commit-
ment to a “Prajala Telanga-
na,” a state focused on social 
justice, economic empower-
ment, and continuous devel-
opment for all 3.8 crore resi-
dents. The Congress chief 
said the results are a clear 
message of the people’s faith 
in the party’s governance and 
vision.

In the seven municipal cor-
porations that went to polls, 
Congress won three and led in 
one, while the BJP achieved 
majorities in Karimnagar and 
Nizamabad. In Kothagudem, 
the Congress and CPI were in 

a closely fought contest, 
showing a competitive politi-
cal landscape. The results in-
dicate the Congress’ growing 
organisational strength in lo-
cal governance and its ability 
to connect with grassroots 
voters.

Kharge’s statement high-
lighted that the victory was 
not just a win in numbers but 
a demonstration of the pub-
lic’s confidence in Congress 
policies, leadership, and its 
promises to deliver sustained 
growth and welfare for Telan-
gana’s people.

Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge hailed 
the party’s strong win in 

Telangana municipal 
elections, calling it a 
reflection of  people’s 
trust and praising the 
efforts of  grassroots 

workers.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav said using derogatory language 
against Shankaracharya amounts to verbal violence and sin

Akhilesh Yadav Condemns Derogatory 
Remarks Against Shankaracharya

LUCKNOW
 

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Saturday con-
demned derogatory remarks 
against Shankaracharya, call-
ing them both verbal violence 
and sinful. He said that not 
only the person who made the 
remarks but also those who 
applauded them would share 
the guilt. Yadav warned that 
BJP MLAs would face public 
disapproval for such actions, 
highlighting the accountabili-
ty leaders hold toward citi-
zens.

His remarks followed Uttar 

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath’s Assembly state-
ment that not everyone can 
use the title “Shankaracharya” 
and that religious decorum 
and the rule of law must be 
maintained. Adityanath’s 
comments stemmed from a 
January 18 incident where 
Swami Avimukteshwaranand 
Saraswati was stopped during 
the Magh Mela at Prayagraj 
for safety reasons. The CM 
emphasized strict crowd man-
agement at the Mela, attended 
by over 4.5 crore devotees, 
noting that entry through exit 
gates could cause stampedes.

Yadav criticised the admin-
istration, alleging corruption 
in compensation for Maha 
Kumbh-related deaths and 
questioning the moral author-
ity of those who distort reli-
gious matters for political 
ends. He accused Adityanath 
of engaging in hate politics, 
turning culture into ego-driv-
en vice, and permanently re-
cording “indecent” remarks 
about Shankaracharya in the 
Assembly.

The SP chief’s statement 
stressed that the use of reli-
gion for political leverage un-
dermines human values. He 
warned that ego should not 
override humanity and that 
disrespect toward religious 
figures diminishes societal 
respect. Yadav’s comments 
sought to hold political lead-
ers accountable while defend-
ing religious dignity and ad-
vocating adherence to moral 
and legal norms during public 
events.

TDB Rejects Media 
Claims On Ayyappa 

Sangamam Spending
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
The Travancore Devaswom 
Board (TDB) on Saturday 
rejected media reports al-
leging audit irregularities 
in the Global Ayyappa San-
gamam, calling them “fac-
tually incorrect and base-
less.” The event, held on 
September 20, 2025, at 
Pamba, was part of TDB’s 
Platinum Jubilee celebra-
tions. The Board manages 
several temples, including 
the  Sabar imala  Sree 
Ayyappa Temple.

In a statement, TDB 
clarified that neither the 
Devaswom audit report 
nor the Special Commis-
sioner’s report submitted 
to the Kerala High Court 
mentioned any expenditure 
on a cot for Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan. The Rs 
3,83,439 spent under “Fur-
niture and Miscellaneous 
Items” was for the office 
complex and guest house. 
Renovation works at the 
Pamba Guest House were 
for general use, not special 
arrangements for the CM, 
the Board added.

Regarding the musical 

event, TDB explained that 
Ishaan Dev led a perfor-
mance with over 25 ar-
tistes after “Nandagovin-
dam Bhajans” declined the 
invitation. Payments were 
correctly credited to Ishaan 
Dev, and references to 
Nandagovindam in the au-
dit were an inadvertent er-
ror. A total of Rs five crore 
was allocated under the 
2025-26 budget head “Re-
ligious Convention & Dis-
course,” with Rs three 
crore given in advance to 
the event agency, IIIC. Ac-
commodation and GST 
expenses were also proper-
ly accounted for.

The Board denied alle-
gations of funds misuse, 
inflated food costs, or fail-
ure to redeposit drawn 
money. Food served in-
cluded devotees, workers, 
and daily wage staff, feed-
ing more than double the 
estimated number. Former 
TDB president P S Pras-
anth said controversies 
arose from officials’ negli-
gence, calling the San-
gamam a significant initia-
tive showcasing Sabarima-
la globally.

Rival Student Groups Clash Over 
Journalist Assault Allegations

NEW DELHI
 

Tensions erupted at the Uni-
versity of Delhi when a pro-
test turned chaotic, with ri-
val student groups accusing 
each other of assault, includ-
ing an alleged attack on a 
journalist. 

A viral video shows a fe-
male journalist at the Facul-
ty of Arts surrounded by 
shouting students, could not 
independently verify the full 
sequence of events leading 
to the confrontation.

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidy-
arthi Parishad (ABVP) al-
leged that the journalist, as-
sociated with the YouTube 
channel Breaking Opinion, 
was assaulted during the 
protest. 

ABVP Delhi State Secre-
tary Sarthak Sharma called 
the incident “highly unfortu-
nate,” saying it exposed the 
violent tendencies of Left-
wing student groups. The 
party demanded strict action 
from Delhi Police and the 
university administration 
against those responsible, 
claiming that such acts un-
dermine media freedom, a 
pillar of democracy.

In response, the All India 
S tude n t s ’ A ss oc i a t i on 
(AISA) denied the allega-
tions, saying their members 
were targeted while trying to 
protect the journalist. 

AISA said “right-wing 
goons” assaulted their DU 
Secretary while shielding the 
journalist ,  and accused 
ABVP members of taking 
advantage of the situation. 

The Left-affiliated group 
emphasised that the protest 
was linked to demands for 
UGC Equity Regulations 
and vowed to continue their 
campaign for the Rohith Act 
without intimidation.

The confrontation high-
lights ongoing tensions be-
tween student organisations 
at Delhi University over po-
litical and policy-related is-
sues. While the exact trigger 
of the protest remains un-
clear,  both s ides have 
blamed each other for esca-
lating the situation, with al-
legations of manhandling, 
intimidation, and violent be-
haviour circulating widely 
on social media. 

University authorities and 
law enforcement are moni-
toring the situation closely.

Pentagon Lists Alibaba, BYD before Trump-Xi Talks
NEW DELHI 

 
The US Department of De-
fense has decided to include 
major Chinese firms such as 
Alibaba Group and BYD on 
its updated list of companies 
allegedly linked to China’s 
military.

The revised “Chinese Mil-
itary Companies” list, also 
known as the 1260H list and 
mandated by the US Con-
gress, was submitted to the 
Federal Register on Friday. 
However, it was later re-
moved from the Pentagon 
website at the department’s 
request, with officials saying 
an updated version would be 
released next week.

The move comes weeks 
before US President Donald 
Trump is expected to meet 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
in  Bei j ing,  potent ial ly 
heightening diplomatic ten-
sions. Alongside Alibaba 

and BYD, search engine gi-
ant Baidu, biotechnology 
firm WuXi AppTec, Robo-
Sense and BOE Technology 
were also reportedly added.

Being placed on the list 
does not automatically im-
pose sanctions but can harm 
a company’s reputation and 
signal possible future re-
strictions. WuXi AppTec 
could face stricter conse-
quences under the US Bios-
ecure Act, which bars feder-

al agencies from working 
with designated biotechnol-
ogy firms.

At the same time, the Pen-
tagon removed memory 
chipmakers CXMT and 
YMTC from the list, surpris-
ing some observers.

Alibaba, BYD and Baidu 
denied the allegations, call-
ing them unfounded and stat-
ing they are considering legal 
options to challenge the des-
ignation.

Over 466 Day-
Care Cancer 
Centres Now 
Operational

NEW DELHI
 

More than 466 Day Care Can-
cer Centres (DCCCs) are now 
operational across India, 
strengthening chemotherapy 
services at the district level, 
Union Health Ministry sourc-
es said. The initiative, an-
nounced in the 2025-26 
Union Budget, aims to decen-
tralise routine cancer treat-
ment, making chemotherapy 
more accessible and reducing 
patients’ dependence on ter-
tiary hospitals in cities.

Cancer treatment typically 
requires multiple visits over 
months. For patients, espe-
cially in rural or economically 
weaker areas, repeated travel 
to urban hospitals can be 
physically exhausting and fi-
nancially burdensome. Ex-
penses for travel, accommo-
dation, food, and loss of wag-
es for both patients and care-
givers add to the strain. DC-
CCs help ease this burden by 
providing treatment closer to 
home.

Before opening new cen-
tres, the ministry conducted a 
gap analysis with states and 
Union Territories, considering 
patient load, infrastructure, 
and cancer burden. Medical 
officers and staff nurses from 
selected districts received 
four- to six-week hands-on 
training at mentor institutes, 
including government medi-
cal colleges, regional cancer 
centres, and state cancer insti-
tutes.
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EU Must Activate 

Mutual Defence Pact: 
von der Leyen

Indian Student 
Reported Missing in 

California

US Military  
Strike in Caribbean 

Kills Three

Munich
European Commission 

President Ursula von der 
Leyen on Saturday urged 

the European Union to 
operationalise its mutual 
defence clause enshrined 

in the bloc’s founding 
treaty. Speaking at the 

Munich Security Confer-
ence, she stressed that 
collective defence is a 

binding obligation, not a 
choice. Von der Leyen 

said the treaty commits 
member states to stand 

together in the face of ag-
gression, describing it as 
Europe’s pledge of “one 

for all and all for one.” Her 
remarks come amid 

heightened security con-
cerns across the conti-
nent and renewed calls 

for stronger European de-
fence cooperation.

New York
A 22-year-old Indian 

postgraduate student 
from Karnataka has been 
reported missing in Cali-
fornia, authorities said. 

Saketh Sreenivasaiah, a 
student at the University 

of California, Berkeley, 
was last seen on Tuesday 

in the 1700 block of 
Dwight Way. According to 

source, his backpack 
containing his passport 

and laptop was later dis-
covered on a doorstep in 
the Park Hills neighbour-
hood. The Indian Consu-
late in San Francisco has 
expressed deep concern 
and is coordinating with 
the family and local au-

thorities. Police described 
him as 6 feet 1 inch tall, 
weighing about 73 kg, 

with short black hair and 
brown eyes.

Washington
The U.S. military said it 
carried out a strike on a 
vessel in the Caribbean 

on Friday, resulting in the 
deaths of three people. In 

a post on social media 
platform X, the military 
stated the boat was in-

volved in suspected drug 
trafficking operations. The 
incident marks the latest 
in a series of actions tar-

geting alleged narco-traf-
ficking vessels in the re-
gion in recent months. 

President Donald Trump’s 
administration has high-
lighted such operations 

as part of its broader 
crackdown on illicit drug 
networks. Reuters could 
not independently verify 

the military’s claims.

Musk, Bezos Compete To Reach Moon First
WASHINGTON

The race to the moon is inten-
sifying as U.S. billionaires 
Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos 
push their companies to ad-
vance lunar missions ahead of 
China’s planned 2030 astro-
naut landing. Both SpaceX 
and Blue Origin aim to estab-
lish a human presence on the 
moon and lead the next era of 
space exploration.

SpaceX, led by Elon Musk, 
plans to build “Moonbase Al-
pha” and place a satel-
lite-launching device on the 
lunar surface. The base would 
support Musk’s vision of a 

global AI-computing network 
connected to up to one million 
satellites. This marks a shift 
from his long-standing focus 
on Mars colonization, a goal 
he has pursued since founding 
SpaceX in 2002. Musk’s re-
newed focus on the moon is 
also aimed at attracting inves-
tors ahead of SpaceX’s 
planned IPO later this year, 
which could value the compa-
ny at over $1 trillion.

Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin is 
also intensifying its lunar ef-
forts, shifting from suborbital 
space tourism to its Blue 
Moon lander program. The 
company plans an uncrewed 

moon mission this year as a 
precursor to future astronaut 
landings. Blue Origin recently 
sent its lander to NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center for 
thermal and vacuum testing. 

The company embraces a 
“slow and steady” approach, 
inspired by Aesop’s tortoise 
fable, reflecting its motto 
“Gradatim Ferociter.”

Both companies receive bil-

lions of dollars from NASA to 
develop their landers under 
t he  Ar t emi s  p rog ram. 
SpaceX’s Starship and Blue 
Origin’s Blue Moon are cen-
tral to upcoming U.S. astro-
naut moon missions. NASA 
views these projects as prepa-
ration for eventual Mars mis-
sions and is urging American 
companies to speed up lunar 
development to stay ahead of 
China.

SpaceX’s recent astronaut 
mission to the International 
Space Station shows its oper-
ational strength, underscoring 
the high stakes in the growing 
private-sector space race.

LUNAR RACE INTENSIFIES

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

BNP Thanks Modi, Seeks 
Constructive Engagement with India

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party thanked PM Modi for his wishes  
and expressed interest in strengthening ties with India

DHAKA

The Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) on Saturday 
thanked Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for his warm 
wishes following the party’s 
historic election victory. The 
BNP expressed hope for 
“constructive engagement” 
with India to enhance their 
multifaceted relationship and 
ensure peace and stability in 
the region.

In a post on X, the BNP 
said, “Thank you very much, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. We greatly appreciate 

your kind acknowledgement 
of Mr Tarique Rahman’s lead-
ership in securing the BNP’s 
decisive win in the national 
elections. This outcome re-
flects the trust and confidence 
the people of Bangladesh 
have placed in our leadership 

and in  the  democrat ic  
process.”

The party added that Ban-
gladesh remains committed to 
democratic values, inclusivity, 
and progressive development 
for all citizens. It also empha-
sised advancing bilateral ties 
with India through mutual re-
spect and sensitivity to each 
country’s concerns.

PM Modi held a telephonic 
conversation with BNP chair-
man Tarique Rahman on Fri-
day, congratulating him on 
the election triumph. Modi 
expressed India’s support for 
Rahman’s efforts to fulfil the 

aspirations of the people of 
Bangladesh and reaffirmed 
the commitment of both na-
tions to peace, progress, and 
prosperity.

The BNP-led alliance won 
a decisive 210 seats, comfort-
ably surpassing the majority 
mark and paving the way for 
forming a new government. 
Tarique Rahman, son of for-
mer President Ziaur Rahman 
and late Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia, is set to take 
oath as Bangladesh’s Prime 
Minister, marking the return 
of a male leader to the coun-
try after nearly 35 years.

Georgieva to 
Visit Sri Lanka 
amid Recovery

IMF reforms restored 
economic stability, but 

austerity was unpopular. 
In September 2024, Ranil 

Wickremesinghe was 
voted out, replaced by 

National People’s Power, 
which continues the 
bailout despite prior 

criticism

COLOMBO 

International Monetary Fund 
Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva will undertake a 
two-day visit to Sri Lanka 
from February 16, marking 
her first trip to the island na-
tion since it entered an 
IMF-supported bailout pro-
gramme in March 2023.

During the visit, Georgieva 
is scheduled to meet govern-
ment leaders and key stake-
holders, assess the damage 
caused by Cyclone Ditwah, 
and discuss ways the IMF can 
further assist the country’s re-
covery and long-term eco-
nomic stability.

Sri Lanka secured a nearly 
USD 3 billion IMF bailout 
after declaring its first-ever 
sovereign default in April 
2022. The programme aimed 
to stabilise the economy fol-
lowing an acute financial cri-
sis that triggered widespread 
protests and led to a change in 
political leadership. India ex-
tended about USD 4 billion in 
assistance during the height of 
the crisis, helping the country 
manage severe shortages of 
fuel, food, and medicines.

Although the IMF-backed 
reforms helped restore macro-
economic stability, the auster-
ity measures proved unpopu-
lar. Former president Ranil 

Wickremesinghe was voted 
out in the September 2024 
election and replaced by the 
National People’s Power gov-
ernment, which has opted to 
continue the bailout despite 
earlier criticism.

Sri Lanka is currently 
awaiting the sixth tranche of 
IMF assistance, delayed due 
to Cyclone Ditwah. The IMF 
has already disbursed USD 
200 million under its rapid 
financing facility, while total 
recovery costs are estimated 
between USD 4 billion and 
USD 6 billion.

Rights Groups Demand 
Accountability in Balochistan

Human rights organisations allege enforced disappearances in Balochistan, 
urging authorities to reveal detainees’ whereabouts and ensure due process.

QUETTA  

Human rights organisations 
have raised alarm over the al-
leged enforced disappearance 
of at least fourteen Baloch 
civilians in Pakistan’s Baloch-
istan province, accusing secu-
rity forces of unlawful deten-
tions and intimidation.

Paank, the human rights de-
partment of the Baloch Na-
tional Movement, reported that 
23-year-old Zulfiqar from the 
Tasp area of Panjgur district 
was allegedly taken by a Paki-
stan-backed armed group. The 
group also highlighted the case 
of Zakir Noor, a student from 
Panjgur, who was reportedly 
detained by state security per-
sonnel in Karachi on Decem-
ber 30 without warrant or due 
process. His whereabouts re-
main unknown, according to 
the organisation.

Another rights body, Ba-
loch Voice for Justice (BVJ), 

condemned what it described 
as the enforced disappearance 
of several members of a sin-
gle family during a February 
8 raid in Hub district. BVJ 
alleged that four brothers and 
several of their sons were de-
tained, and claimed that wom-
en and children faced vio-
lence during the operation.

The group further cited ad-
ditional cases in Awaran and 
Kalat districts, alleging the 
involvement of Pakistan’s 

Frontier Corps and Military 
Intelligence in the detentions 
of three more youths.

Both organisations de-
scribed enforced disappear-
ance as a serious violation of 
international human rights 
law and called on Pakistani 
authorities to immediately 
disclose the detainees’ loca-
tions and present them before 
a court. Pakistani authorities 
have not publicly responded 
to the allegations.

Venezuela Releases  
17 Prisoners as Amnesty 
Bill Debate Intensifies

CARACAS 

Venezuela has released 17 
political prisoners from a 
Caracas detention facility as 
lawmakers continue debat-
ing a landmark amnesty bill 
that could lead to the free-
dom of hundreds more. The 
move marks a significant 
step in efforts to dismantle 
what critics describe as de-
cades of politically motivat-
ed prosecutions.

National Assembly Presi-
dent Jorge Rodríguez an-
nounced the releases, stating 
that the detainees were  
freed under the proposed 
Amnesty Law. He urged cit-
izens to support a peaceful 
path toward democratic co-
existence but did not dis-
close the identities of those 
released.

The legislation seeks to 
annul charges such as “trea-
son ,”  “ te r ror i sm,”  and 
spreading “hate,” accusa-
tions widely used during the 
administrations of former 
presidents Nicolás Maduro 
and Hugo Chávez against 

critics and opposition fig-
ures. If enacted, the bill 
could pave the way for the 
release of activists, demon-
strators and political leaders 
still imprisoned.

The amnesty initiative has 
gained prominence under in-
terim President Delcy Rodrí-
guez, who assumed office 
following Maduro’s capture 
earlier this year. Her admin-
istration has framed the 
measure as part of broader 
reconciliation efforts.

However, human rights or-
ganisations caution that cer-
tain provisions—such as re-
quiring detainees to formally 
request amnesty—may ex-
clude many prisoners. Advo-
cacy group Foro Penal re-
ports that while hundreds 
have  been  f reed  s ince  
January, numerous political 
detainees remain behind  
bars.

As debate continues, fam-
ilies of prisoners say the  
bill represents a crucial  
test of Venezuela’s commit-
ment to reform and national 
reconciliation.

EU Hails Bangladesh Polls  
as Democratic Milestone 

DHAKA 

European Union welcomes 
Bangladesh’s competitive elec-
tions, terms them credible 
milestone for democratic resto-
ration and rule of law reforms.

The European Union on Sat-
urday described Bangladesh’s 
recent parliamentary elections 
and referendum as a “pivotal 
step” toward restoring demo-
cratic governance and the rule 
of law, welcoming what it 
called a genuinely competitive 
and peaceful exercise.

In a preliminary assessment 
presented in Dhaka, the EU 
Election Observation Mission 
said the polls were credible 
and competently managed, 
with no direct observation of 
fraud or ballot stuffing. The 
mission acknowledged reports 
of irregularities in certain 
constituencies but stressed 
that complaints should be ad-
dressed through a transparent 
legal appeals process.

The BNP-led alliance se-
cured a decisive victory, win-
ning 210 seats and comfort-

ably crossing the majority 
mark to form the next govern-
ment. The EU noted that vot-
ers participated in large num-
bers and across diverse com-
munities nationwide.

EU Chief Observer Ivars 
Ijabs said turnout figures 
should not be viewed in isola-
tion, emphasising that broad 
participation across regions 
and communities was equally 
significant. He added that con-
cerns raised by minority and 

indigenous groups would be 
detailed in the mission’s final 
report, due later this year.

The EU also urged political 
stakeholders to cooperate in 
implementing constitutional 
and judicial reforms endorsed 
through the referendum. It re-
affirmed readiness to work 
with the new government and 
suppor t  reform effor ts 
grounded in democratic prin-
ciples, human rights and the 
rule of law.

Post-Poll Clashes in Bangladesh Leave 
One Dead

At least one person was killed and dozens injured in 
post-election violence in Bangladesh, as the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party prepares to form the next government 
after its decisive victory in the 13th parliamentary polls. 

Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh alleged vote rigging in 
several constituencies and claimed its leaders and work-

ers were attacked following the results. Local reports 
said 36 people were hurt in clashes linked to election 

disputes. In Munshiganj, a man died from head injuries 
sustained during a clash between rival BNP factions. An-
alysts say restoring law and order will be an immediate 

challenge for incoming leader Tarique Rahman.

US Military 
Prepares for 

Possible Extended 
Iran Operations

WASHINGTON 

The United States military is 
preparing for the possibility 
of sustained operations 
against Iran that could last for 
weeks, should President Don-
ald Trump authorise military 
action, according to US  
officials familiar with the 
planning.

The preparations signal a 
potential escalation beyond 
previous limited strikes and 
come as diplomatic efforts 
continue. US and Iranian offi-
cials recently held talks in 
Oman aimed at reviving ne-
gotiations over Tehran’s nu-
clear programme. However, 
Trump has indicated that 
reaching a deal has been dif-
ficult, warning that failure to 
achieve a diplomatic break-
through could have “very 
traumatic” consequences.

In recent days, the Pentagon 
has reinforced its military 
presence in the Middle East, 
deploying an additional air-
craft carrier along with thou-
sands of troops, fighter aircraft 
and guided-missile destroyers. 
While the White House said 
Trump retains “all options” 
regarding Iran, the Pentagon 
declined to comment on spe-
cific operational plans.

Last year, US forces carried 
out a one-off strike on Iranian 
nuclear facilities under an op-
eration dubbed “Midnight 
Hammer,” prompting a limit-
ed retaliatory response from 
Tehran. Officials suggest that 
any future campaign could be 
broader in scope, potentially 
targeting Iranian state and se-
curity infrastructure beyond 
nuclear sites.

Analysts caution that a pro-
longed military campaign 
would carry significantly 
higher risks, given Iran’s mis-
sile capabilities and its capac-
ity to retaliate against US 
forces and regional allies, po-
tentially triggering a wider 
Middle East conflict.



BUSINESS 9
ibcworldnews.comSUNDAY   FEBRUARY 1 5, 2026 

Government clears major fund boost for startups
NEW DELHI

In a major step to strengthen 
India’s growing startup eco-
system, the Union Cabinet 
approved the launch of Start-
up India Fund of Funds 2.0 
with a total outlay of ₹10,000 
crore. The decision was taken 
at a Cabinet meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The new fund aims to bring 
more long-term domestic cap-
ital into the startup sector and 
provide stronger financial 
support to young and innova-

tive companies across the 
country. Officials said the 
scheme is designed to support 
the next phase of India’s start-
up journey by building a 
stronger venture capital eco-
system and encouraging inno-

vation-led entrepreneurship.
Fund of Funds 2.0 builds on 

the success of the earlier Fund 
of  Funds  for  S tar tups 
launched in 2016 under the 
Startup India programme. 
Since then, India’s startup 
landscape has expanded rap-
idly. The number of rec-
ognised startups has grown 
from fewer than 500 to over 
two lakh, according to the De-
partment for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade. 
The year 2025 recorded the 
highest number of startup reg-
istrations so far.

Under the first phase, the 
entire ₹10,000 crore corpus 
was committed to 145 Alter-
native Investment Funds. 
These funds invested more 
than ₹25,500 crore in over 
1,370 startups across sectors 
such as agriculture, artificial 
intelligence, healthcare, fin-
tech, education, manufactur-
ing, clean technology and 
space technology.

The new fund will follow a 
more focused funding ap-
proach. It will prioritise deep-
tech projects, technolo-
gy-driven manufacturing and 

early-growth stage startups 
that need patient capital. The 
government said special at-
tention will be given to sup-
porting startups outside major 
cities so that innovation 
reaches smaller towns and re-
gions.

Officials added that the ini-
tiative will help fill high-risk 
funding gaps ,  promote 
self-reliance and strengthen 
India’s domestic venture cap-
ital base, especially smaller 
funds, creating a more bal-
anced and inclusive startup 
ecosystem.

NEXT PHASE STARTUPS
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GMR Airports  
profit drops  

14 percent

US Flags Chinese  
Firms Before  

Summit

Gold Slips  
Amid Volatility,  

Silver Shines

New Delhi
GMR Airports Ltd reported 
a 14 percent fall in its net 
profit for the December 

2025 quarter. The compa-
ny posted a consolidated 
profit of Rs 173.96 crore, 

down from Rs 202.10 crore 
in the same period last 
year. The decline was 

mainly due to one-time 
expenses during the quar-

ter. These expenses to-
taled Rs 183.12 crore. They 

included Rs 113.47 crore 
linked to ending a contract 

with Turkish firm Celebi 
and Rs 69.65 crore related 

to the impact of new la-
bour laws. The company 

operates major airports in 
Delhi and Hyderabad.

New Delhi
The United States has 
added major Chinese 

companies, including Ali-
baba and BYD, to a Pen-

tagon list over alleged 
military links. The decision 
comes weeks before Pres-
ident Donald Trump is ex-
pected to meet Chinese 

leader Xi Jinping in Beijing. 
The updated list, called 

1260H, also includes 
Baidu and others. Officials 

say the firms may have 
ties to China’s military. 

The companies strongly 
denied the claims and 

called them baseless. The 
move may raise tensions 

between Washington and 
Beijing ahead of the high 

level talks.

Mumbai
Gold prices fell 1.82 percent 

this week as global mar-
kets stayed volatile and the 
dollar showed strength. Ac-
cording to the India Bullion 
and Jewellers Association, 
24-carat gold dropped to 

Rs 1,52,765 per 10 grams on 
Friday from Rs 1,55,593 on 

Monday. On the Multi Com-
modity Exchange of India, 
gold futures stood at Rs 

1,56,200, while silver rose 
sharply to Rs 2,44,999 per 
kg. Softer US inflation data 
from the US Bureau of La-

bor Statistics supported 
prices briefly. Analysts ad-
vise investors to hold 10 to 
15 percent of portfolios in 

precious metals.

Budget push makes India 
cloud AI powerhouse

MUMBAI

The Union Budget 2026–27 
has taken a major step to 
strengthen India’s position as 
a global centre for cloud com-
puting and artificial intelli-
gence infrastructure. The gov-
ernment announced a tax hol-
iday for eligible foreign cloud 
service providers using data 
centres located in India. Un-
der the decision, their income 
will remain exempt from In-
dian tax from 2026–27  
until 2046–47, subject to  
conditions.

Officials said the long tax 
window offers stability and 
confidence for companies 
making heavy investments in 
digital infrastructure. The 
move is expected to attract 
g l o b a l  p l a y e r s ,  k e e p 
high-value assets within the 
country, and deepen India’s 
role in global digital supply 
chains. The policy also sup-
ports other technology-fo-
cused measures announced in 
the Budget.

These include the launch of 
India Semiconductor Mission 
2.0 and increased support for 
electronics components man-
ufacturing. Together, the steps 

aim to cover the full technol-
ogy chain, from chip design 
and materials to cloud ser-
vices and data infrastructure.

India’s data centre sector is 
already seeing rapid growth. 
Nearly 70 billion dollars of 
investment is under way, with 
another 90 billion dollars an-
nounced. Current cloud data 
capacity stands at about 1,280 

megawatts and is expected to 
grow four to five times by 
2030.

With global demand rising 
for AI computing, the policy 
places India as a reliable des-
tination for long-term infra-
structure projects. According 
to UNCTAD, data centres 
formed a large share of global 
greenfield investments in 
2025, crossing 270 billion 
dollars.

The Budget also proposed a 
common safe harbour margin 
for IT services exports, which 
already earn over 220 billion 
dollars. Overall, the measures 
signal India’s intent to lead in 
digital infrastructure growth 
in coming years.

Initiatives include India 
Semiconductor Mis-
sion 2.0 and boosted 
electronics support, 

covering the entire tech 
chain from chip design 

to cloud and data  
infrastructure

Rural budget spending jumps 
sharply over past decade

MUMBAI

Rural development spending 
in India has risen sharply over 
the past decade, reflecting 
sustained fiscal focus on vil-
lages and small towns, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment released on Saturday. 
Budget allocations for rural 
development have increased 
by more than 211 per cent, 
reaching Rs 2.73 lakh crore in 
2026–27.

The statement said this 
long-term investment has sup-
ported wide-ranging social 
and economic change. Ex-
treme poverty declined to 5.3 
per cent in 2022–23, below 
the global average. Multidi-
mensional poverty also fell 
sharply, dropping to 11.28 per 
cent in 2023 from 55.3 per 
cent in 2005–06.

Rural road connectivity is 
now close to universal. Allo-
cations under the Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
rose from Rs 12,581 crore in 
2016–17 to Rs 19,000 crore in 
2026–27, an increase of 51 
per cent. By mid-January 
2026, 99.6 per cent of eligible 

habitations were connected 
under the scheme.

Housing has been another 
major focus area. Around 3.70 
crore rural houses were built 
over the past 11 years. Fund-
ing for PMAY-G increased by 
266 per cent, from Rs 15,000 
crore in 2016–17 to Rs 
54,916.70 crore in 2026–27.

The government also high-
lighted a shift towards com-
munity-led development. Fi-

nancial transfers to pancha-
yats rose from Rs 2.36 lakh 
crore under the 15th Finance 
Commission to nearly Rs 
4.35 lakh crore under the 
16th Finance Commission, 
strengthening local deci-
sion-making.

Women- led  se l f -he lp 
groups have played a key 
role, mobilising over 10 crore 
women nationwide. Access to 
basic services also improved. 
Drinking water, electricity 
and sanitation coverage rose 
from 22 per cent in 2016 to 
64.3 per cent in 2025. Under 
the Jal Jeevan Mission, 
tap-water connections ex-
panded rapidly, supporting 
healthier living conditions in 
rural India.

Rural road connectivity 
nears universal, with 
PMGSY funding rising 

51%; PMAY-G built 3.70 
crore houses, funding 
increasing 266% over  

11 years

Andhra Pradesh unveils welfare 
focused 2026 budget

The budget allocates Rs 2.56 lakh crore revenue and Rs 54,000 crore 
capital, with fiscal deficit at Rs 76,000 crore

AMARAVATI

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Saturday presented a 
Rs 3.32 lakh crore Budget for 
2026-27, aiming to balance 
welfare needs with long-term 
development goals. Finance 
Minister Payyavula Keshav 
said the plan reflects the 
state’s effort to rebuild after 
years of economic stress and 
policy disruption.

The total outlay includes an 
estimated revenue expendi-
ture of Rs 2.56 lakh crore and 
capital spending of nearly Rs 
54,000 crore, focusing on 
public services and infrastruc-
ture creation. The government 
expects a revenue deficit of 
about Rs 22,000 crore, while 
the fiscal deficit is pegged at 
nearly Rs 76,000 crore, within 
manageable limits.

Major allocations highlight 
social inclusion and growth. 
The BC component received 
Rs 51,021 crore, underlining 
support for backward commu-
nities. School Education was 
allotted Rs 32,308 crore to 

strengthen learning outcomes 
and facilities. The Health, 
Medical and Family Welfare 
Department was given Rs 
19,306 crore to improve hos-
pitals and primary care ser-
vices.

Rural development also 
saw strong backing. The Pan-
chayati Raj and Rural Devel-
opment Department, headed 
by Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, was allocated 
nearly Rs 23,000 crore to 
boost villages, roads, water 
supply, and employment pro-
grammes.

Speaking in the Assembly, 

Keshav said the Budget is 
more than numbers. He de-
scribed it as a roadmap for the 
aspirations of five crore peo-
ple. He noted that rebuilding 
Andhra Pradesh in just two 
years is difficult, citing the 
2014 bifurcation and the pol-
icy setbacks between 2019 
and 2024. The government, 
he said, is committed to 
steady recovery, transparent 
spending, and inclusive 
growth that restores confi-
dence and lays a strong foun-
dation for the future of the 
state and its people alike  
nation.

Cabinet clears 
major NH-56 
road upgrade

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet has ap-
proved a major road develop-
ment project to improve con-
nectivity in Gujarat by upgrad-
ing key stretches of National 
Highway-56. The project in-
volves an investment of 
₹4,583.64 crore and aims to 
widen two important sections 
of the highway into four lanes.

The decision was taken by 
the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The approved work in-
cludes the four-laning of the 
Dhamasiya–Bitada/Movi 
stretch, covering 47.46 km, 
and the Nasarpore–Malotha 
stretch, spanning 60.21 km. 
Together, the total project 
length comes to 107.67 km.

National Highway-56 starts 
at Nimbahera in Rajasthan 
and passes through Gujarat 
and Madhya Pradesh before 
ending near Vapi in Gujarat. 
The upgraded sections will 
pass through the Aspirational 
District of Narmada and im-
prove access to tribal regions 
in Dahod, Chhota Udepur, 
Tapi and Bharuch districts. 
Officials said this will help 
boost local trade, travel and 
overall development.

The project will  also 
strengthen connectivity to the 
Statue of Unity, one of the 
country’s major tourist attrac-
tions, located close to NH-56. 
Improved roads are expected 
to support tourism and related 
businesses in the region.

Designed for a speed of 100 
km per hour, the highway will 
reduce average travel time by 
nearly 40 per cent, cutting 
journeys from about two-and-
a-half hours to one-and-a-half 
hours. The project is expected 
to generate over 42 lakh man-
days of direct and indirect 
employment. Implemented by 
National Highways Authority 
of India, the upgrade will cre-
ate smooth four-lane connec-
tivity and ease congestion. It 
will also improve links to 
NH-53, NH-48 and the Del-
hi-Mumbai Expressway, sup-
porting faster and safer travel.

AI Unlikely to Hurt India IT; May Create More Jobs: Report
NEW DELHI

Artificial intelligence is un-
likely to destroy India’s IT 
services industry and is more 
likely to create additional 
work opportunities, according 
to a new report by JP Morgan. 
The report, prepared by the 
firm’s Asia Pacific Equity Re-
search team, said fears about 
AI wiping out IT companies 
are overstated.

The note said AI should be 
seen as a productivity tool 
rather than a replacement for 
IT services firms. Instead of 
reducing demand, AI is ex-
pected to help companies de-

liver more work within the 
same budgets. Similar fears 
were raised in the past during 
major technology shifts such 
as offshore labour, enterprise 
software adoption and cloud 
computing. In each case, IT 
services did not disappear but 
adapted and expanded into 
new areas.

According to the report, AI 
will drive demand for several 
kinds of work. These include 
modernising old legacy sys-
tems, rewriting customised 
software applications, build-
ing AI agents for business op-
erations, ensuring trust and 
reliability in AI systems, and 

integrating AI with physical 
and digital processes. All 
these tasks require strong 
technical support from IT ser-
vices companies.

The report also highlighted 
that enterprise technology 
teams are often underfunded 
compared to the expectations 
placed on them. In this situa-
tion, AI is likely to be used to 
improve productivity and ef-
ficiency rather than to replace 
external service providers.

JP Morgan warned against 
the belief that AI can automat-
ically create enterprise-level 
software without human in-
volvement. Large organisations 

still need extensive integration, 
testing, customisation and on-
going support. The report de-
scribed IT services firms as the 
“plumbers of the tech world,” 
stressing their critical role in 
keeping complex systems run-
ning smoothly.

It noted that recent weak-
ness in IT stocks reflects in-
vestor worries that rapid AI 
growth could slow revenue 
expansion. However, the re-
port maintained that AI is 
more likely to reshape the in-
dustry than shrink it, opening 
new streams of work for Indi-
an IT companies in the years 
ahead.

AI push transforms 
Indian farming  

with digital scale

NEW DELHI

India has created a strong 
digital base for agriculture 
by using artificial intelli-
gence and technology to 
support farmers across the 
country. Under the Digital 
Agriculture Mission, more 
than 7.63 crore farmer IDs 
have been created, while 
23.5 crore crop plots have 
already been surveyed, an 
official statement said on 
Saturday.

The government said 
these efforts are helping 
farmers receive faster ser-
vices, accurate advice, and 
better access to schemes. A 
key support system is the 
National Pest Surveillance 
System, which now covers 
66 crops and over 432 
types of pests. It sends re-
al-time alerts to more than 
10,000 agriculture exten-
sion workers, helping de-
tect pest attacks early and 
reduce crop losses.

Technology is also im-
proving communication 
with farmers. The Kisan 
e-Mitra chatbot has an-
swered over 93 lakh farm-
er queries so far and han-
dles more than 8,000 ques-
tions every day in 11 re-
gional languages. This has 

made information easier to 
access, especially for small 
farmers in remote areas.

Artificial intelligence is 
also being used to support 
weather planning. An AI-
based pilot project for pre-
dicting local monsoon on-
set during Kharif 2025 
reached 3.88 crore farmers 
in 13 states through SMS. 
Surveys showed that 31 to 
52 per cent of farmers 
changed sowing and land 
preparation decisions 
based on these forecasts.

Crop insurance has also 
become faster and more 
transparent. AI tools such 
as YES-TECH, CROPIC 
a n d  t h e  P M F B Y 
WhatsApp chatbot are im-
proving services under the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana.

The Union Budget 
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Bharat-VISTAAR, a mul-
tilingual AI platform to 
link AgriStack and ICAR 
systems. AgriStack pro-
vides each farmer a secure 
digital identity linked to 
land, crops and benefits. 
The government said these 
steps show how AI is be-
ing used for inclusive 
growth and stronger farm 
livelihoods across India.

Markets slide as AI worries hit stocks
MUMBAI

Indian stock markets ended the week on a weak note, losing 
around one per cent as investors remained cautious due to glob-
al pressures and growing worries linked to artificial intelligence. 
Equity benchmarks slipped steadily, with heavy selling seen in 
technology stocks, which followed losses on Wall Street.

The Nifty declined 0.87 per cent during the week and closed 
sharply lower on the final trading day. The Sensex also fell over 
one per cent for the week, reflecting broad-based selling across 
sectors. Market experts said weak global cues and uncertainty 
over future earnings weighed on investor confidence.

All major sectoral indices ended in the red. Metal stocks were 
the worst hit, falling over three per cent, while real estate and 
FMCG shares also posted notable losses. The IT index touched 
its lowest level in ten months before recovering slightly by the 
close. Analysts said concerns remain that fast progress in AI 
could disrupt traditional IT service models and affect long-term 
revenues.

Global factors added to the pressure. A stronger US dollar, 
supported by better-than-expected American jobs data, reduced 
hopes of early interest rate cuts by the US Federal Reserve. 
Reports suggesting possible changes in global dollar settlement 
systems also added to market nervousness.

Market analysts warned that if key technical levels break, 
further downside cannot be ruled out, though some support may 
emerge at lower levels. Midcap stocks showed limited weak-
ness, while small-cap shares managed modest gains, indicating 
selective buying.

Looking ahead, investors are expected to closely track global 
economic signals, geopolitical developments and discussions 
around artificial intelligence, including insights from the upcom-
ing India AI Impact Summit, for fresh direction in the markets.



Conclusion
Mahashivaratri, with its profound spiritual, cultural, and social dimen-
sions, remains one of the most revered festivals in Hindu tradition. It is 

a night that transcends mere ritual, inviting devotees to contemplate the 
deeper truths of existence, honor the balance of cosmic forces, and 
embrace the virtues of self-discipline, compassion, and spiritual de-
votion.

Whether through fasting, meditation, temple rituals, or community 
gatherings, the essence of Mahashivaratri lies in its call to awaken the 

soul and connect with the infinite. In a world often dominated by noise 
and haste, this festival reminds humanity of the importance of introspection, 
devotion, and living in harmony with the cosmic rhythm that Lord Shiva so 
beautifully embodies.

In essence, Mahashivaratri is more than a celebration; it is a timeless invita-
tion to explore the spiritual depths within ourselves, to seek wisdom and en-
lightenment, and to honor the eternal dance of creation, preservation, and trans-
formation. As millions of devotees across the globe observe this sacred night, 
the festival continues to illuminate the path of dharma, reminding all that the 
journey toward self-realization is both a personal and a cosmic endeavor.
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THE GREAT NIGHT OF AWAKENING — 
The Spiritual Power of Maha Shivaratri
PRADIVYA NAMBIAR 

Once a year, on the darkest night of the lunar 
month, millions across India and the world 
remain awake — not in celebration alone, but 
in vigil. This night is Maha Shivaratri, the 
“Great Night of Shiva.” Yet beyond ritual, 
beyond mythology, beyond temple bells and 
sacred chants, lies something far more pro-
found: a night dedicated to awakening.

In the yogic understanding of life, Shiva is 
not merely a deity seated in the Himalayas. 
Shiva represents pure consciousness — the 
boundless awareness that exists before 
thought, before identity, before creation itself. 
If life is movement, Shiva is stillness. If life 
is sound, Shiva is silence. If life is form, Shi-
va is the formless.  Maha Shivaratri is there-
fore not simply a festival. It is an invitation.

The Symbolism of 
the Darkest Night

The festival falls on the fourteenth night of the 
waning moon, when the sky is at its darkest. In 
spiritual symbolism, darkness is not negativity 
— it is the unknown.

It is the space where the ego dissolves, where 
illusions lose their grip, where the noise of the 
external world quiets.

In that darkness, one can encounter truth. 
Human life often moves outward — toward 
ambition, possession, recognition, identity. Yet 
every wisdom tradition reminds us that fulfill-
ment is not found by accumulation but by dis-
solution. Maha Shivaratri embodies this under-
standing. It is the night when seekers con-
sciously turn inward.

The Science of Stillness
Yogic sciences describe this night as one of unique 
energetic alignment. The Earth’s positioning is said to 
support an upward movement of energy in the human 
system. For this reason, devotees remain awake, 
keeping the spine erect through meditation, prayer, 
and chanting. It is not an act of endurance; it is an act 
of receptivity.

To sit upright and alert on this night is symbolic and 
scientific — a posture that allows awareness to rise 
beyond instinct, beyond compulsion, beyond habitual 
patterns. This is why fasting is observed. This is why 
silence is practiced. This is why t h e  s a c r e d 
mantra “Om Namah Shivaya” reverber-
ates through temples and h o m e s 
alike. These are not mere cus-
toms; they are tools to refine 
perception.

Destruction as Liberation
Shiva is often called the destroyer. To the uninitiated, destruc-
tion sounds ominous. But in the spiritual context, what is de-
stroyed is ignorance — false identity, accumulated condition-
ing, and the heavy weight of unexamined living. Every trans-
formation requires dissolution. The seed must break to become 
a tree. The night must deepen before dawn appears. In honor-
ing Shiva, devotees are honoring the courage to let go. 

Maha Shivaratri asks a simple yet radical question: Who 
are you without your roles, your titles, your history?  In that 
inquiry begins awakening.

Beyond Religion
Though rooted in Hindu tradition, the essence of this 
night transcends religious boundaries. It speaks to a uni-
versal human longing — the longing to experience life 
not as fragmentation, but as unity.

To awaken is to realize that consciousness is not con-
fined to the body or personality. It is vast, interconnected, 
and deeply alive. In that realization, fear softens. Attach-
ment loosens. Compassion deepens.

This is the power of Maha Shivaratri: it shifts the axis 
of life from external acquisition to internal realization.

The Great Night of Awakening
Across the country, lamps are lit. Bells ring. Sacred ash is applied. 
Devotees offer water, milk, and bilva leaves upon the Shiva Lingam 
— a symbol of the infinite, formless source of creation.

But the truest offering is awareness. To remain awake on Maha Shi-
varatri is to symbolically refuse unconscious living. It is to choose 
presence over distraction, stillness over restlessness, depth over surface.

In a world that rarely pauses, this night insists on silence.  In a culture 
that celebrates accumulation, this night honors emptiness.

And in that emptiness, something extraordinary becomes possible 
— the direct experience of life as sacred.  Maha Shivaratri is not mere-
ly observed. It is entered. It is the great night when the seeker and the 
sought dissolve into one — when stillness reveals itself as the very 
foundation of existence.

It is, truly, the Great Night of Awakening. 

ibcworldnews.com

MAHASHIVARATRI: 
The Night of Lord Shiva

Mahashivaratri, which literally translates to “the Great 
Night of Shiva,” is one of the most significant Hindu fes-
tivals celebrated across India and in various parts of the 
world. Observed on the 14th night of the new moon during 
the Hindu month of Phalguna (February-March), this fes-
tival holds deep spiritual meaning and is revered as a time 
for introspection, devotion, and divine connection. Unlike 
many other Hindu festivals characterized by colorful pro-
cessions and exuberant public celebrations, Mahashivaratri 
is a night devoted to silence, meditation, and fasting, re-
flecting the contemplative nature of Lord Shiva himself.

Spiritual Significance
The spiritual essence of Mahashivaratri 
is deeply connected to introspection, 
meditation, and the pursuit of inner wis-
dom. According to Hindu philosophy, 
the night of Mahashivaratri is considered 
an opportune moment for spiritual 
growth because cosmic energies are be-
lieved to be aligned, making it easier for 
devotees to achieve moksha (liberation) 
or to cleanse themselves of past sins.

Fasting on this day, abstaining from 
sleep, and engaging in continuous wor-
ship of Lord Shiva are practices believed 
to strengthen one’s mind and soul. Dev-
otees chant Om Namah Shivaya, medi-
tate in front of Shiva lingams (symbolic 
representations of the deity), and per-
form rituals that emphasize detachment 
from worldly desires. Scholars of Hin-
duism suggest that the festival serves as 
a reminder of the importance of self-dis-
cipline, introspection, and spiritual resil-
ience in one’s journey toward self-reali-
zation.

Rituals and Observances
Mahashivaratri rituals vary slightly across regions, but certain practices remain 
universally observed. Central to the festival is the worship of the Shiva Lingam, a 
symbol of Lord Shiva’s infinite nature. Devotees visit temples or set up home altars 
to perform Abhishekam, the ritual bathing of the lingam with water, milk, honey, 
curd, and other sacred substances. Each item used in the ritual carries symbolic 
meaning – milk for purity, honey for unity, and water for spiritual cleansing.

Fasting, or vrat, is a key aspect of Mahashivaratri observance. Some devotees 
observe a strict fast, abstaining from food and water for 24 hours, while others 
follow a partial fast, consuming only fruits and milk. Night-long vigils or jagarans 
are also common, where devotees sing bhajans, recite Shiva mantras, and meditate, 
staying awake throughout the night as a mark of devotion.

In many parts of India, particularly in Varanasi, Haridwar, and Rishikesh, grand 
temple processions are held, attracting thousands of pilgrims. Special poojas, in-
cluding Rudrabhishek, which involves chanting the Rudram hymns, are performed 
to invoke Lord Shiva’s blessings for prosperity, health, and spiritual well-being.

Regional Celebrations
The celebration of Mahashivaratri varies across India, reflecting the country’s rich 
cultural diversity. In Tamil Nadu, the festival is celebrated with grand temple rituals 
and early morning processions of the Shiva Lingam adorned with flowers. Devotees 
in this region also engage in traditional dances and music as offerings to Lord Shi-
va. In Maharashtra, the festival has a distinctive flavor, with devotees performing 
night-long vigils at temples while singing abhangas (devotional songs) dedicated 
to Lord Shiva. Some communities also organize yatra (pilgrimages) to nearby Shi-
va shrines, emphasizing collective devotion and community bonding.

In the northern states like Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh, the festival is marked 
by large gatherings at famous temples such as Kashi Vishwanath in Varanasi and 
Neelkanth Mahadev in Rishikesh. Pilgrims undertake long journeys to these tem-
ples, demonstrating their faith and seeking the blessings of the “Lord of Lords.”

The festival is also celebrated internationally wherever Hindu communities reside. 
In countries such as Nepal, Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and parts of Southeast Asia, Ma-
hashivaratri is observed with temple rituals, fasting, and cultural programs, reflect-
ing the global reverence for Lord Shiva.

Cultural and Social Impact
Mahashivaratri is not only a religious occa-
sion but also a cultural phenomenon that 
influences music, art, and literature. Devo-
tional music, including bhajans, kirtans, and 
classical compositions, is composed specif-
ically for this festival, celebrating the attri-
butes of Lord Shiva. Traditional art forms, 
such as Tanjore paintings, Madhubani art, 
and temple carvings, often depict the divine 
dance of Shiva or his union with Parvati, 
keeping the stories and philosophies alive 
for future generations.

Socially, Mahashivaratri fosters commu-
nity bonding and collective participation. In 
many villages and towns, local committees 
organize night-long satsangs (spiritual gath-
erings), cultural performances, and charita-
ble initiatives such as feeding the poor. 
These acts of service align with the moral 
teachings associated with Lord Shiva – 
compassion, generosity, and humility.

MYSURU

A grand mass recitation event titled “Sri 
Hanuman Chalisa Parayana Mahayajna” was 
conducted with deep devotion and spiritual 
fervor on Saturday at the Maharaja College 
Grounds in the city, organized by Avadhoota 
Datta Peetham.

In the divine presence of Sri Ganapathy 
Sachchidananda Swamiji, the collective 
chanting of Hanuman’s name by more than 
50,000 devotees gathered at the venue echoed 
in all directions.

Before the stage program began, Sri 
Ganapathy Sachchidananda Swamiji offered 
Poornahuti to the Pavamana Homa along with 
Sri Datta Vijayananda Teertha Swamiji. He 
later arrived at the main stage.

On the occasion, MLAs Srivatsa, K. Harish 
Gowda, G.T. Devegowda, and several 
prominent citizens of the city welcomed 
Swamiji with reverence and devotion.

Amid chants of “Ram Lakshman Janaki, Jai 
Bolo Hanuman Ki,”  Sri  Ganapathy 
Sachchidananda Swamiji formally inaugurated 

the program.
The recitation, interwoven with narration 

f rom the  Sundarakanda ,  cont inued 
uninterrupted for nearly two hours.

During this period, the Hanuman Chalisa 
was recited a total of 18 times.

A Sea of Saffron
Devotees participating in the event were seen 
holding saffron flags in their hands.

The entire ground was adorned with saffron-
colored flags, creating the impression of a vast 
ocean of Hanuman devotees flowing into the 
venue.

Devotees from across the country and abroad 
uniquely expressed their devotion by holding 
sacred flags and dancing in praise of Lord 
Hanuman.

More than 50,000 people took part in this 
grand Parayana Mahayajna.

Addressing the massive gathering, Sri Datta 
Vijayananda Teertha Swamiji delivered his 
blessings.

The Mahayajna concluded with the singing 
of the National Anthem.

Hanuman’s Name Reverberates in Mysuru: 
Over 50,000 Devotees Recite Hanuman Chalisa
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Kumble, Dravid thank Assn 
for naming bowling ends

Karnataka legends honoured as stadium bowling ends renamed
BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Cricket 
Association (KSCA) paid 
tribute to some of the state’s 
finest cricketers by naming 
the bowling ends and select 
stands at the iconic M Chin-
naswamy Stadium after them.

The Pavilion End and 
Northern End have now been 
rechristened in honour of for-
mer India captains Anil Kum-
ble and Rahul Dravid, recog-
nising their immense contri-
butions to Karnataka and In-
dian cricket. The association 
also named the B Lower 
S t a n d after Shantha 
Ran- g a s w a m y, 

whi le  the 
M 3 a n d  M 4 

stands were dedicated to late 
C Nagaraj and late Dr (Capt) 
K Thimmappaiah respective-
ly. The move comes in addi-
tion to existing stand names 
instituted by a previous man-
aging committee.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Kumble described KSCA as 

his cricketing home, having 
risen through the ranks from 
age-group cricket to the Ranji 
Trophy. “It’s truly special that 
all the contributions have been 
recognised and are now per-
manently etched in the stadi-
um,” he said, adding that Kar-
nataka cricket shaped him as 

much as he contributed to it.
Kumble, India’s highest 

Test wicket-taker, said return-
ing to the Karnataka dressing 
room always felt like coming 
back home. “No matter how 
much one might have played 
for India, coming back to play 
for Karnataka meant the 
world to me,” he noted.

Dravid echoed the senti-
ment, calling KSCA his “sec-
ond home.” “We’ve probably 
spent more time here than in 
our houses,” he remarked, ex-
pressing gratitude to the asso-
ciation and its president Ven-
katesh Prasad for the honour.

Both legends said the rec-
ognition would remain a cher-
ished milestone for their fam-
ilies and future generations of 
Karnataka cricketers.

ICC T20 WC 2026: 
 ‘We will see about  
it on Sunday’:  
Salman Ali Agha on 
handshake with India
COLOMBO

Pakistan captain Salman Ali Agha re-
mained non-committal on whether his 
team would shake hands with India 
ahead of their high-voltage T20 
World Cup encounter on Sunday, 
saying the matter would be de-
cided closer to match time.

“We will see about it on Sun-
day,” Agha said when asked if the 
customary handshake would take 
place at the toss or after the game. 
Despite the uncertainty, he stressed that 
both sides must uphold the spirit of cricket 
during the marquee clash.

The much-anticipated fixture has drawn 
added attention following India’s earlier de-
cision not to engage in the traditional pre- 
and post-match handshakes. Indian skipper 
Suryakumar Yadav had announced during 
the Asia Cup in Dubai last September that 

his team would refrain from the gesture as a 
mark of respect for victims of the Pahalgam 

terror attack in April last year. The move 
was also described as a sign of soli-

darity with the Indian Army during 
‘Operation Sindoor’.

It is understood that the same 
protocol is likely to be followed 
in Sunday’s contest, with nei-
ther captain expected to initiate 
a handshake at the toss or at the 

conclusion of the match.
Amid lingering tension after Pa-

kistan’s initial boycott of the fixture, 
Agha sought to steer clear of controversy 
and reiterated his focus on cricket.

“I expect the game should be played in the 
spirit it has always been played since its in-
ception,” he said, underlining that sports-
manship must prevail despite the off-field 
narrative surrounding the blockbuster en-
counter.

Tension 
surrounds 

India-Pakistan 
clash over 
handshake 

protocol 
issue

From Prasad–Sohail to Abhishek–Rauf: 
India-Pakistan rivalry’s fiery moments

Cricket’s fiercest rivalry often spills into dramatic on-field confrontations

COLOMBO

With India and Pakistan set to 
renew hostilities in the T20 
World Cup, memories of past 
flashpoints between players 
from the two nations have 
resurfaced. Over the de-
cades, their contests have 
not only produced thrilling 
cricket but also heated ex-
changes that added spice to 
the rivalry.

One of the earliest dra-
matic moments came 
during the 1992 World Cup 
when Javed Miandad 
mocked Indian wicket-
keeper Kiran More by 
jumping in imitation of his 
excessive appealing. The 
incident remains one of 

the most replayed clips in 
World Cup history.

Perhaps the most iconic al-
tercation unfolded in the 1996 
World Cup quarterfinal. After 
smashing a boundary, Aamer 
Sohail gestured towards the 
off-side boundary, seemingly 

warning Prasad. The Indian 
pacer responded the very next 
ball by uprooting Sohail’s off 
stump, followed by a fiery 
send-off that shifted the mo-
mentum decisively.

In 2007, Gautam Gambhir 
and Shahid Afridi were in-
volved in a heated clash 
during an ODI, even colliding 
mid-pitch before umpires 
stepped in. Gambhir again 
found himself at the centre of 
drama in the 2010 Asia Cup, 
exchanging words with wick-
etkeeper Kamran Akmal.

That same tournament wit-

nessed a tense face-off be-
tween Harbhajan Singh and 
Shoaib Akhtar after a flurry of 
sixes and bouncers in a last-
over thriller.

More recently, the 2025 
Asia Cup saw Abhishek Shar-
ma and Haris Rauf exchange 
sharp words after a boundary, 
underlining that the intensity 
of this rivalry remains undi-
minished.

As the two sides prepare to 
clash again, history suggests 
emotions could once more run 
high on cricket’s grandest 
stage.

Bengaluru FC sets the tone for the 
new Indian Super League season

BENGALURU

Bengaluru FC addressed the 
media at its Season Opener 
Press Conference held on Sat-
urday at the Sree Kanteerava 
Stadium, outlining its road-
map for the upcoming ISL 
campaign.

Head Coach Renedy Singh 
and forward Ryan Williams 
spoke about the team’s 
pre-season preparations, 
squad mindset and expecta-
tions ahead of the opening 
fixture against Sporting Club 
Delhi on February 15.

The club emphasised con-
sistency, defensive organisa-
tion and a proactive attacking 
approach as key pillars for the 

1 3 - m a t c h 

league phase. Preparations 
over recent weeks have fo-
cused on fitness, tactical bal-
ance and strengthening on-
field chemistry.

“The players have worked 
very hard over the past few 
weeks and are fully prepared 
for the challenge ahead,” said 
Renedy Singh.  “I t ’s  a 
13-match season, but our fo-
cus is on taking it one game at 
a time. We want to attack with 
intent but also defend as a 
unit. The whole t e a m 
will contrib- u t e 
i n  b o t h 
phases.”

R y a n 
Williams 
echoed the 
optimism 
w i t h i n 

the camp. “There’s a real 
sense of excitement in the 
group. We’ve been waiting to 
get back out there, especially 
in front of our fans at home. 
When you’re confident off 
the pitch, it reflects in perfor-
mances. Everyone is motivat-
ed from the first match,” he 
said.

The club also underlined 
the importance of home sup-
port and identified marquee 
f i x - tures against Mo-

hun  Bagan 
Super Giant 
and Mumbai 
City FC as 
key dates 
in the cal-
endar.

Snehit Suravajjula, 
Nithya Mani upset 

higher-ranked 
opponents at WTT
CHENNAI

India enjoyed a memorable 
outing at the WTT Star Con-
tender, headlined by a dramat-
ic comeback win from Snehit 
Suravajjula and a giant-killing 
performance by Nithya Mani.

Snehit produced one of the 
matches of the tournament, 
saving six match points in the 
decider to upset Japan’s 13th 
seed Mizuki Oikawa. The In-
dian rallied from two games 
down to clinch a thrilling 3-2 
(9-11, 15-17, 11-4, 11-6, 18-
16) victory in 52 minutes. He 
now faces top seed Oh Jun-
sung in the Round of 16.

“I was just telling myself to 
focus on one point at a time 
and not think of the score,” 
Snehit said, reflecting on the 
tense closing stages. The 
25-year-old admitted that de-
spite losing the first two close 
games, he gained belief that 
he could match his opponent’s 
level. In the women’s draw, 
world No. 481 Nithya Mani 
stunned 14th seed Minhyung 
Jee 3-2 (10-12, 12-10, 8-11, 
11-7, 11-7) to enter the 
pre-quarterfinals. She next 
takes on fourth seed Cheng 
I-Ching, who defeated India’s 
Ayhika Mukherjee.

NEW DELHI

India finished on top of the 
medal standings at the Asian 
Shooting Championship, cap-
ping off a commanding cam-
paign with a rich haul on the 
concluding day of competi-
tion.

The hosts added six gold, 
three silver and four bronze 
medals, underlining their su-
premacy across pistol and ri-
fle events. Indian shooters 
swept the podium in the 25m 
centre fire pistol and 25m pis-
tol junior categories, while 
also securing three medals in 
the 50m rifle prone events 
across senior and junior divi-
sions. Four additional gold 
medals in team competitions 
further cemented India’s dom-
inance.

In the 25m centre fire pis-
tol, Amanpreet Singh clinched 
gold with an aggregate score 
of 589-24x across precision 
and rapid stages. Olympian 
Gurpreet Singh secured silver 
with 584-20x, while Ankur 
Goel took bronze with 570-

11x. The trio combined seam-
lessly to claim team gold as 
well.

Suraj Sharma continued his 
impressive run in the 25m 
pistol junior event, winning 
gold with 585-25x. Mukesh 
Nelavalli added a silver to his 
tally with 582-21x, and Deaf-
lympics medallist Abhinav 
Deshwal bagged bronze with 
573-17x. Together, they too 
secured team gold.

In the 50m rifle prone se-
nior event, Olympian Sift 
Kaur Samra earned silver 
with 623.2, while 2010 World 
Champion Tejaswani Sawant 
marked her return to the podi-
um with bronze. Kazakhstan’s 
Yelizaveta Bezrukova won 
gold. Samra and Sawant, 
along with Manini Kaushik, 
clinched team gold.

Among juniors, Dhavalika 
Devi Nyamurus secured 
bronze, as Prachi Gaikwad, 
Anuskha Thokur and Nyam-
urus combined for another 
team gold, ensuring India 
ended the championship on a 
resounding high.

India top medal standings at 
Asian Shooting Championship

FIH Pro League: Belgium 
men's national field hockey 
team continues winning run
ROURKELA

Belgium consolidated its po-
sition at the top of the FIH 
Pro League standings with an 
emphatic 5-2 win over Argen-
tina men's national field hock-
ey team, registering its third 
consecutive victory.

The World No. 2 side, un-
beaten in regulation time this 
season, began cautiously as 
both teams sized each other 
up in a fast-paced contest 
marked by contrasting styles. 
Argentina, buoyed by its re-
cent win over India, started 
aggressively and went ahead 
in the 19th minute through 
Tomas Domene, who contin-
ued his fine scoring form.

Argentina earned a flurry of 
penalty corners in search of a 
second goal but failed to cap-
italise, with Belgium’s de-
fence holding firm. The Red 
Lions patiently controlled 

possession, waiting for the 
right openings.

The second half saw a 
transformed Belgian side. 
Stretching play to the flanks 
before cutting into the circle, 
Belgium shifted momentum 
decisively. Arthur de Sloover 
and Tobias Biekens struck in 
quick succession to overturn 
the deficit. Veteran Matias 
Rey equalised just before the 
final break, setting up an in-
tense last quarter. Belgium, 
however, raised its tempo in 
the closing stages. Targeting 
cramped spaces inside the Ar-
gentine circle, Alexander 
Hendrickx converted two 
penalty corners with precision 
before Roman Duvekot added 
the fifth to seal a comprehen-
sive victory. With momentum 
firmly on its side, Belgium 
looks increasingly dominant 
as the Pro League season 
gathers pace.

Pedro Neto hat trick powers 
Chelsea F.C. into FA Cup fifth 

round, joined by Wrexham A.F.C.
HULL 

Pedro Neto struck a sensa-
tional hat trick, including a 
goal scored directly from a 
corner, as Chelsea thrashed 
Hull City 4-0 to storm into the 
fifth round of the FA Cup.

The Premier League side 
maintained its perfect record 
against Hull in the competi-
tion, having now advanced in 
all nine of their FA Cup meet-
ings. Chelsea seized control 
early, and Neto’s powerful 
drive from outside the box 
gave the visitors a deserved 
halftime lead.

Six minutes after the re-
start, Neto produced a mo-
ment of audacity, curling a 
low corner that slipped 
through a crowded penalty 
area and straight into the net. 
Young Brazilian Estêvão add-
ed a  th i rd  soon af ter, 
side-footing home from close 
range, before Neto completed 
his treble with a composed 
finish to cap a dominant dis-
play.

“Pedro Neto is an incredi-
ble player,” teammate Liam 

Delap, who provided three 
assists, told. “He is playing in 
a position he is not even used 
to but he showed his quality.”

Elsewhere ,  Wrexham 
reached the fifth round for the 
first time in 29 years after 
edging Ipswich Town 1-0 in 
an all-Championship clash. A 
first-half strike from Josh 
Windass proved decisive as 
Ipswich failed to register a 
shot on target.

Both sides are chasing pro-
motion to  the Premier 
League, with Ipswich placed 
third and Wrexham sixth in 
the standings. The Welsh club 
is pursuing a remarkable 
fourth consecutive promotion 
that would lift it into the top 
flight for the first time in its 
158-year history.

BWF Council 
proposes 3x15 
scoring system

KUALA LUMPUR

The Badminton World Feder-
ation (BWF) Council has pro-
posed adopting a 3x15 scor-
ing system as the sport’s offi-
cial format and will place the 
motion for approval at its 
Annual General Meeting on 
April 25 in Horsens, Den-
mark.

The Council, during its 
meeting on November 8 last 
year, concluded that the 3x15 
format — with setting to 21 
— strikes a balance between 
match excitement, competi-
tive fairness, player welfare 
and overall tournament pre-
sentation.

The system has already 
been trialed in selected na-
tional and Grade 3 tourna-
ments and was implemented 
at the BWF World Junior 
Championships in Guwahati 
last year. According to BWF 
research, the revised format 
shortens match duration and 
increases the frequency of 
close-score scenarios, pushing 
players into decisive endgame 
situations earlier and main-
taining audience engagement.
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RICHARD ANTHONY 
SPIN-OFF MOVES AHEAD 
AFTER LONG WAIT
Fans of Rakshit Shetty 

have reason to cele-
brate as Richard An-

thony is finally moving for-
ward. The film is a spin-off 
of the 2014 hit Ulidavaru 
Kandanthe. Actor Pramod 
Shetty recently confirmed 
that the script is ready and 
the team will begin pre-pro-
duction in the next two to 
three months. Shooting is 
expected to start in early 
2025.

Rakshit Shetty was last 
seen on screen in 2023 in 
Sapta Sagaradaache Ello – 
Side B. He last directed a 
film in 2014 with Ulidavaru 
Kandanthe. In 2021, he had 
shared plans to return to di-
rection with Richard Antho-
ny. Since then, fans had been 
waiting for a clear update.

Pramod Shet ty,  who 

played Dinesha in the origi-
nal film, shared the news at 
an event for his upcoming 
movie Shesha. His statement 
has brought relief to many 
fans. 

Over the years, there 
were many rumours. 
Some claimed the proj-
ect had been stopped, 
while others said the 
production house had 
stepped away.

Earlier, Rakshit 
had said the film 
would take about 
one and a half years 
to complete. If all 
goes as planned, it 
may release in late 
2027 or early 2028. 
The story is said to 
be both a prequel 
and a sequel. Most 
of the shooting 

will take place around Udu-
pi and nearby areas. Rak-
shit also backed the 2024 
film Ibbani Tabbida 

Ileyali.

Rumours about a sequel to 
Nani’s upcoming film have 
now been cleared. The mak-

ers of The Paradise have confirmed 
that the movie will be a standalone 
project and not a two-part series.

Since its announcement, the ac-
tion thriller starring Nani has creat-
ed strong buzz. Many reports 
claimed that the film would be 
made in two parts. 

However, the team has 
officially denied 
these claims. Ac-
cording to reports, 
when a fan asked 
about a second 
part, the makers 

clearly stated that 
there are no plans for 
a sequel.
Directed by Srikanth 

Odela, The Paradise was 
earlier scheduled to re-

lease on March 26. The re-

lease date has now been pushed to 
August 21, 2026.  The team shared 
a new poster and explained that 
they do not want to rush the film. 
They said they need more time to 
deliver a quality product that meets 
audience expectations.

The film tells the story of a mar-
ginalised tribal community that has 
long been denied basic rights. It 
focuses on their fight for justice 
when a new leader rises to chal-
lenge the system and end oppres-
sion.

Along with Nani, the film stars 
Kayadu Lohar as the female lead. 
Mohan Babu, Raghav Juyal, and 
Sampoornesh Babu will appear in 
key roles.

Music for the film is composed 
by Anirudh Ravichander, with cho-
reography by Sudhan Master. The 
team is currently shooting major 
scenes, including Nani’s grand in-
troduction song.

Makers Confirm Nani’s The Paradise Is Standalone Sandeepa Dhar 
Shares Life 

Lesson From 
Film Role

Actress Sandeepa Dhar 
says her upcoming 

film Do Deewane Seher 
Mein has changed the way 
she looks at life. The ac-
tress recently shared that 
her role in the film taught 
her that comparison can 
steal happiness. Taking to 
Instagram, Sandeepa post-
ed pictures from the film 
with co-star Mrunal Thak-
ur. She also wrote a long 
note about how her charac-
ter made her reflect on sib-
ling comparisons. She 
spoke about a common 
line many people hear 
while growing up — being 
compared to a brother, sis-
ter, or even a friend. In the 
film, Sandeepa plays 
Naina, while Mrunal plays 
Roshni. She explained that 
both sisters face constant 
comparison. Roshni is 
made to feel that she is not 
good enough, while Naina 
feels pressure to always be 
perfect. According to 
Sandeepa, this kind of 
comparison turns siblings 
into rivals and makes love 
feel conditional. She said 
a simple comment like 
be like your sister can 

stay in a person’s 
mind for years.

Dil Raju Denies Publicity 
Rumours Over Toxic Deal
The upcoming action thriller Toxic: 

A Fairytale for Grown-Ups, star-
ring Yash, is creating strong buzz 
ahead of its release on March 19, 
2026. The film recently made head-
lines after reports claimed that a mas-
sive Rs 120 crore deal was signed for 
its distribution in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana.

Producer Dil Raju addressed ru-
mours that the deal was just a public-
ity stunt. Speaking during promotions 
for his new film Markandeya, he dis-
missed the claims with humor. He 
said no one would risk investing such 

a huge amount only for publicity. He 
also joked that once the payment is 
made, he is ready to share his bank 
statement to prove the deal is real.

Earlier this month, Dil Raju’s pro-
duction banner announced on social 
media that they would distribute the 
film across Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana. The announcement increased 
excitement among fans who are ea-
gerly waiting to see Yash back on the 
big screen. Yash was last seen in the 
blockbuster KGF: Chapter 2 in 2022. 
Since then, fans have been waiting for 
his next big project.

Lokesh Kanakaraj 
Turns Actor In Film DC

Director Lokesh Kanagaraj 
is set to make his acting 

debut in the upcoming film 
DC. The movie is directed by 
Arun Matheswaran and pro-
duced by Sun Pictures.

On Valentine’s Day, the 
makers released a special pro-
mo revealing character de-
tails. Lokesh plays a man 
named Devadas. Actress Wa-
miqa Gabbi plays Chandra, 
while Sanjana A K plays Par-
vathi. The promo created ex-
citement among fans and hint-
ed that the film could be a 
gangster drama.

The video shows Parvathi 
standing before a microphone 
but unable to speak or sing. 
Chandra is seen getting ready 
in what appears to be a broth-
el. There are emotional mo-
ments between Devadas and 
the two women. However, the 

promo also includes violent 
scenes, with Devadas shown 
attacking men and escaping in 
a car with Chandra.

The film has already gener-
ated huge interest because it 
marks Lokesh’s first appear-
ance as a lead actor. Dia-
logues are written by Arun 
Matheswaran and Franklin 
Jacob, with additional screen-
play by Arun Ranjan. 

Music is composed by An-
irudh Ravichander, cinema-
tography is handled by 
Mukesh G, editing by G K 
Prasanna, and art direction by 
Kannan S.

Sources say the shoot is 
progressing quickly and the 
film is expected to release this 
year. For this role, Lokesh re-
portedly trained in martial arts 
in Thailand after directing 
Coolie starring Rajinikanth.

First Look Poster Of 
Signal At 11.30 Unveiled
The makers of Signal at 

11.30, starring San-
thosh Prathap and Bhavya 
Trikha, have released the 
first look poster of the up-
coming thriller. The film is 
directed and produced by 
Malarvizhi Natesan along 
with Dr. Shivani Subrama-
ni. The first look poster 
was unveiled at a well-
known college in Chennai. 
The event was attended by 
many students and created 
much excitement. The 
poster shows strong emo-
tions and a mysterious de-
sign, hinting at an intense 
story.

Speaking about the title, 
Malarvizhi Natesan said it 
is too early to share full 
details. She explained that 
the story focuses on a 
life-changing incident that 
happens at 11.30 p.m. at a 
traffic signal. That single 
moment changes the he-
ro’s life completely.

The director said the 
idea of the film immedi-

ately caught their atten-
tion. As the script devel-
oped, they wanted an actor 
who looked heroic but 
could also show deep 
emotions. She said San-
thosh Prathap perfectly 
suited the role and deliv-
ered one of his best perfor-
mances.

The film also features 
actors Poojitha Ponnada, 
Jayaprakash, and Munish-
kanth in key roles.

The technical team in-
cludes music composer D. 
Imman, cinematographer 
Raja Bhattacharjee, editor 
R. Kalaivanan, and chore-
ographer Sherif. 

Anand 
Ramanand Sagar 

Chopra Dies 
At 84

Anand Ramanand Sagar Chopra, 
son of legendary filmmaker Ra-

manand Sagar, passed away in Mumbai 
on February 13, 2026. He was 84 years 
old. The Sagar family said he died peace-
fully and described him as a man of 
warmth, dignity, and strong values.

Anand was part of the second genera-
tion that managed Sagar Arts. He carried 
forward the creative legacy of his father, 
who created the iconic 1987 television 
series Ramayan. His last rites were held 
at the Hindu Smashan Bhumi (Pavan 
Hans) in Mumbai. Filmmaker Ramesh 
Sippy and actress Bhagyashree were 
among those who attended the funeral.

Anand was one of five children of Ra-
manand and Leelavati Sagar. He directed 
and produced several projects, including 
the 2008 remake of Ramayan. He was 
also linked with popular television shows 
like Alif Laila. He contributed to the film 
Armaan, known for the song Ramba Ho 
Ho Ho, which was recently recreated for 
Durandhar starring Ranveer Singh.

The original Ramayan series featured 
actors Arun Govil, Dipika Chikhlia, 
Sunil Lahri, Arvind Trivedi, and Dara 
Singh.

He is survived by his wife Nisha 
Sagar, his children, and grandchildren. 
Last year, his brother Prem Sagar also 
passed away. 

Romantic Poster Of Ek Din 
Released On Valentine’s Day
The makers of Ek Din, starring 

Junaid Khan and Sai Pallavi, 
have released a new poster on Val-
entine’s Day. The fresh look has cre-
ated excitement among fans and 
movie lovers. In the poster, Sai Pal-
lavi is seen holding a muffin as if 
she is wishing Junaid’s character. 
The two share a sweet and warm 
gaze. 

The background shows a romantic 
winter setting, with the couple walk-
ing side-by-side on a snow-covered 
street. Both are dressed in cosy win-
ter clothes and appear lost in their 
own world. The soft smiles and sim-
ple moment capture the feeling of 
young love.

Ek Din marks Junaid Khan’s third 
major project as a lead actor. It is 
also special for Sai Pallavi, as the 
film will mark her Bollywood debut. 
The film is directed by Sunil Pandey 
and written by Sneha Desai and 
Spandan Mishra.

The film is produced by Mansoor 
Khan, Aamir Khan, and Aparna 
Purohit under the banner of Aamir 
Khan Productions.

Music for the film is composed by 
Ram Sampath, with lyrics written by 
Irshad Kamil.

The romantic drama is all set to 
hit theatres on May 1, 2026, prom-
ising a heartfelt love story for audi-
ences.


