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US forces carried out precision strikes on Iran’s ‘Kharg Island’, hitting over 90 military targets after Trump warns Tehran over attacks on
vessels in Hormuz. Though Trump called Kharg Iran’s “crown jewel”, it was dubbed many years ago as ‘Orphan Pearl of the Persian Gulf’.

WASHINGTON

United States forces executed
a large-scale precision strike
on Kharg Island in Iran on Fri-
day night, the US Central
Command said on Saturday.

"US forces successfully
struck more than 90 Iranian mil-
itary targets on Kharg Island,
while preserving the oil infra-
structure,” CENTCOM said.

The strike destroyed naval
mine storage facilities, missile
storage bunkers, and multiple
other military sites, the U.S.
military said in a post on X.

US President Donald Trump
threatened on Friday to strike
the oil infrastructure of Iran’s
Kharg Island hub unless Teh-
ran stopped attacking vessels
in the Strait of Hormuz, a
warning that could further roil
markets coping with a historic
supply disruption.

Trump paired his Friday ulti-
matum with a social media post
saying the U.S. had “totally
obliterated” military targets on

the island, the export terminal
for 90% of Iran’s oil shipments,
which lies about 300 miles
(500 km) northwest of the
strait.

As the war entered its third
week, Iran, however, struck a
defiant note, playing down the
extent of the damage on Kharg

SHORTS FROM WAR FRONT

Hormuz escort ‘very soon’

m US bombs Iran’s key oil export hub

m US forces in UAE are ‘legitimate
targets’ after Kharg strike: IRGC

m Intercepted 9 ballistic missiles, 33
Iranian drones since dawn: UAE
m French Prez Emmanuel Macron
offers to host Israel-Lebanon talks

m Trump says lIran ‘defeated’,

m US deploys additional Marines

m US bombs
Iran’s key oil
export hub

| |sraeli strikes
since March 2
have killed 826
people: Lebanon

| ‘Diplomatic
avenues’ available
to stop war in
Lebanon: UN

while threatening to step up its
use of more powerful weapons
and warning parts of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates were a legit-
imate target.

Oil exports from Kharg Is-
land were continuing normally
despite the U.S. attack, a se-
nior provincial governor was

quoted by the IRNA news
agency as saying.
Trump told reporters on
Friday the US Navy will
“soon” start escorting
tankers through the Strait
of Hormuz, a conduit
for 20% of the world’s
fossil energy supplies.
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Trump calls on China,
France, UK and others
to send ships to keep
strait of Hormuz open

I have chosen NOT to wipe out
the Oil Infrastructure on the
Island. However, should Iran,
or anyone else, do anything to
interfere with the Free and
Safe Passage of Ships through
the Strait of

Hormuz, | will

immediately

reconsider.

—Donald
Trump,
US President

ISLAND STRIKE: IRAN THREATENS US ‘HIDEOUTS’ IN UAE

Iran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC)
has warned the UAE that
US “hideouts” in the coun-
try are “legitimate” targets
in retaliation to the US at-
tack on Iran's Kharg Island.

An Iranian official or-
dered UAE residents to stay
away from ports, docks and
US military areas “to avoid
any harm”.

Some oil loading opera-
tions have reportedly been
suspended at a port in the
UAE after the interception
of a drone caused a major
fire. The fire at the port in
Fujairah, a key oil storage
and trading centre, occurred
after debris fell during the
interception of a drone, ac-
cording to local media.

An Israeli strike killed a

dozen medical staff at a
clinic in the southern Leba-
nese town of Burj Qalaoui-
ya, according to local
health authorities. There
was no comment from the
Israeli military, but it said it
carried out “several addi-
tional waves of attacks”
against Hezbollah infra-
structure in Beirut and
southern Lebanon.

Why s the Kharg Island soimportant?

B The 5-mile-long coral island - twice the size of London’s Heathrow
Airport - is in the north of the Persian Gulf, 16 miles (26km) from Iran’s
coast and roughly 300 miles (483km) north of Strait of Hormuz, the vital
waterway through which 20% of global oil flows, that Tehran has shut down.

B Kharg is the export terminal
for 90% of Iran’s oil ship-
ments and has the capacity
to load around seven mil-
lion barrels a day.

M The island can handle as many as 10 su-
pertankers at the same time, as its waters
are deep enough to enable the docking
of tankers that are too large to approach
mainland Iran’s shallow coastal waters.

m Before the war, the island handled most of Iran’s roughly 1.7 million
barrels of crude exports per day, with the majority of it going to China.

Iran’s Kharg Island experienced 15 powerful explosions following a
US military strike, according to Iranian media reports. The attacks

targeted multiple strategic sites, including the Goshen naval base, the
airport control tower, and the continental shelf helicopter hangar.

‘Will bomb the hell out of the shoreline’:
Trump vows to reopen Hormuz

Donald Trump vowed the United States would use overwhelm-
ing force to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, warning that Washing-
ton would “bomb the hell out of the shoreline" if necessary to
ensure the vital oil route remains open after Iran attempted to
disrupt traffic through the waterway. In a post on Truth Social,
Donald Trump said multiple countries affected by the disrup-
tion were expected to deploy naval forces alongside the United
States to secure the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s most
critical oil shipping routes.

WAR WITH IRAN ENTERING
‘DECISIVE PHASE": ISRAEL MIN

Israel’s Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Saturday that the
war with Iran was entering a “decisive phase” and lauded the US
strikes on the military targets on Kharg Island oil export hub.
“The global and regional struggle against Iran, led by US
President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, is escalating and entering the decisive phase that
will continue as long as necessary,” Katz told military top brass
in a televised statement as the war entered its third week.

INSIDE INDIR'S LPG CRISIS
Getting back on track? ‘Commercial

LPG sales start in all states, UTS’

NEW DELHI

Commercial LPG cylinder
distribution has begun in all
States and Union Territories,
while authorities have
stepped up raids and surprise
inspections across the coun-
try to curb hoarding and
black-marketing amid height-
ened pressure on cooking gas
supplies, a senior oil ministry
official said on Saturday.
Sujata Sharma, Joint Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas,
said panic booking contin-
ues to rise despite the fact
that there are enough stocks
available to meet domestic
household requirements of

Diplomacy momentum
Two Indian-flagged ships carrying LPG
from the Gulf countries have safely
passed through the strait of Hormuz
early on Saturday morning, raising the
number of Indian vessels safely passing
through the war-hit, narrow shipping
lane to three.

After 2 sail through, India seeks safe
passage for 22 vessels stranded around
Strait of Hormuz amid energy crisis.

Two vessels carrying 92,700 metric
tons of LPG en route to India.
|

cooking gas LPG. The Gov-
ernment has also asked
OMC:s to launch a campaign
promoting digital booking
of LPG refills and spread-
ing awareness to prevent
panic buying.

NEW DELHI

Indian Navy warships have
moved into the Gulf of
Oman and are monitoring
merchant traffic as tensions
in West Asia continue to
disrupt maritime movement
near the Strait of Hormuz,
one of the world’s

Tracking data
and satellite
imagery circu-
lated Saturday
by OSINT ex-
pert Damien Sy-
mon said that the
Indian-flagged LPG tank-
er Shivalik is currently sail-
ing with naval ships in the
vicinity after passing
through the strategic water-
way. “Three Indian Navy
warships appear to have
moved into the Gulf of
Oman, likely to escort mer-

state-run Shipping
Corporation of India and
chartered by Indian Oil
Corporation, are transport-
ing nearly 85,000 metric
tonnes of liquefied
petroleum gas.

Indian Navy escorts India-bound
LPG tanker near Strait of Hormuz

chant vessels amid the tense
security situation in the re-
gion. Ship-tracking data
shows that the Indi-
an-flagged LPG tanker
Shivalik (IMO 9356892) is
currently under escort,” he
said in a post on X. Sources
in the Navy said Indian
warships routinely

s The )
most critical ener- two tankers, remain deployed
gy corridors. both owned by the in the region as

part of ongoing
maritime secu-
rity missions,
including an-
ti-piracy patrols
and Operation
Sankalp, under
which the Navy maintains
a presence to monitor sea
lanes and assist commercial
shipping when required.
Nonetheless, monitoring of
vessel positions has been
complicated by electronic
interference reported in the
surrounding waters.

LPG supply still a matter of concern, but no dry out: Centre

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Saturday said
the "LPG remains a matter of
concern at this time" but
stressed that no distribution
centre has reported any dry
out, adding that there's a
sharp uptick in "panic book-
ing of LPG" amid West Asia
conflict.

India is the world's sec-
ond-largest buyer of LPG,
90% of which passes through
the Strait of Hormuz, a key

transit chokepoint where traf-
fic has effectively come to a
standstill.

The Centre underscored
that crude oil supply is ade-
quate, diesel and petrol are
available. "There is an exces-
sive amount of panic booking
for LPG. Please book only
when you actually need it," a
top Ministry official told re-
porters.

The official said nearly 8.8
million (88 lakh) panic book-
ings have been observed.

The decision, said the offi-
cial, regarding the supply of
cylinders to commercial con-
sumers will be taken in con-
sultation with the respective
state governments.

The official said that book-
ings for commercial cylinders
have begun in all states.

Raids are being conducted
continuously to curb black
marketing of cylinders, the
official said, adding that the
state governments have a cru-
cial role to play in this.

'INDIA REALLY
HELPED US'

The Iranian Ambassador to
India, Mohammad Fathali,
on Saturday (March 14) said,
“The Indian government has
really helped us” in providing
assistance to Iranian ships
that came under attack
from the United States amid
the ongoing conflict in West
Asia. “The government of
India, regarding these ships,
really helped us. They ac-
cepted our request,” he said,

‘316 domestic
cylinders used
for commercial

purposes seized’

At least 316 domestic LPG
cylinders allegedly being used
for commercial purposes
across the state have been
seized, the Karnataka Food
and Civil Sup- :
plies Depart-
ment said on
Saturday. Cas-
es have also
been registered
against those
involved. "Fol-
lowing the minister's (KH
Muniyappa) instructions to
take appropriate legal action
if domestic cylinders are used
for commercial purposes, cas-
es have been registered under
the Essential Commodities
Act and seizures have been
made across the state, includ-
ing 45 in Peenya and 209 in
Chikkajala of Bengaluru, 3 in
Shivamogga district, 46 in
Davanagere and 13 in Yadgir
district," the department said
in a release.

PM: Govt trying to minimise war
impact, but Cong spreading panic

SILCHAR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said war-
like conditions and global ten-
sions are affecting countries
around the world, but the
Centre is working
to ensure that Indi-
an citizens face
minimal hardship.

Addressing a
gathering after in-
augurating and ini-
tiating various de-
velopment projects
in poll-bound As-
sam’s Silchar, Modi said the
priority of the government is
to reduce the impact of the
West Asia conflict on the peo-
ple of India.

"Nowadays, conditions of
war prevail all around the
world. Our government is mak-
ing every possible effort to
ensure that the citizens of
our country face the fewest
hardships possible. Our ob-
jective is to minimise the
impact of this war on the na-

tion's citizens," the PM said.

Modi: Cong failed to act
responsibly in critical times

He lashed out at Congress,
saymg the party had failed to
act responsibly in
a critical situation.
"At this critical
juncture, it was
expected that the
Congress party
would fulfil the
role of a responsi-
ble political entity.
However, Con-
gress has once again failed in
this vital task concerning the
national interest," Modi said.

He said the opposition was
trying to create panic in the
country. “The Congress is
making every attempt to cre-
ate panic within the country,
hoping the nation gets entan-
gled in difficulties, so that
they can subsequently heap
endless abuse upon PM
Modi,” he said.

Wangchuk freed after 5 months of detention

LEH

Climate activist Sonam Wang-
chuk was released from Jodh-
pur Central Jail on Saturday
after the Union Government
revoked his detention under
the National Security Act with
immediate effect.

As per reports, he was re-
leased from jail around 1.30 pm
following an order from the
Centre,” Ratanada police station
SHO Dinesh Lakhawat told re-
porters. Wangchuk’s wife, Gee-
tanjali Angmo, was present in
Jodhpur to complete the for-
malities of his release.

Wangchuk was detained
on September 26, 2025
under the NSA on
the orders of the Leh
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district magistrate to “maintain
public order”, two days after
protests in Leh demanding
statehood for Ladakh and its
inclusion under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution
of India turned violent. Four
people were killed and more
than 45, including 22 police-
men, injured in the unrest. He
was subsequently transferred
to Jodhpur prison.

Earlier in the day, the Minis-
try of Home Affairs stated it

had decided to revoke

L, Wangchuk s detention

after “due consider-
ation”, noting that he had
already served nearly half
of the maximum deten-
tion period allowed
under the Act.

J&K CM urges release of
youthin Valley

SRINAGAR: J&K CM Omar Ab-
dullah on Saturday called for
the release of young people
detained in the Valley during
protests against the killing
of Iranian Supreme Leader
Khamenei. He suggested that,
as a goodwill gesture similar
to the release of Ladakh
activist Sonam Wangchuk, the
cases against these youths
should be revoked. “Given the
sanctity of the holy month
of Ramadan and Eid almost
a week away, it would be in
fitness that things similar to
what was done to Sonam
Wangchuk should be done in
other places, do it here,”
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Mother, stepfather
held for forcing 15-year-
oldinto prostitution

Bengaluru
According to police offi-
cials, the disturbing inci-
dent was uncovered dur-

ing an operation conduct-
ed by Chandralayout po-
lice. Investigations re-
vealed that the girl's
mother and step-father
were directly involved in
sending the minor to en-
gage inillegal activities
through a middlewoman.
Police said the accused
used to take the girlin
their car every day and
drop her at the house of
the middlewoman. There,
the minor was allegedly
forced to meet customers
and remained at the loca-
tion until evening. The girl
reportedly faced repeated
exploitation by clients ar-
ranged through the inter-
mediary. During the inves-
tigation, officers learned
that the middlewoman
fixed a price ranging from
76,000 to 10,000 for
customers who sought
time with the minor.

T80 crworth govt
land reclaimed in anti-
encroachment drive

Bengaluru
Authorities removed en-
croachments from ap-
proximately 13 acres and
20 guntas of government
land during the operation.
The land, located in and
around Itakalpura village
in Yelahanka taluk of Ben-
galuru Urban district, had
reportedly been illegally
occupied for some time.
The eviction drive was con-
ducted by the district ad-
ministration along with
revenue officials and local
authorities. Officials stated
that the operation was part
of ongoing efforts to identi-
fy and recover government
properties that have been
unlawfully encroached
upon. During the clear-
ance process, structures
and other illegal develop-
ments on the land were
removed, enabling offi-
cials to take back posses-
sion of the property.

Residents, Hotels opt
foralternative cooking
methods amid LPG crunch

Bengaluru
The shortage of LPG cyl-
inders in several parts of
Karnataka, particularly in
Bengaluru, has disrupted
normal cooking opera-
tions in homes, restau-
rants and large hotels. As
the supply of cylinders
struggles to keep pace
with demand, many con-
sumers are now explor-
ing alternative cooking
solutions to ensure unin-
terrupted food prepara-
tion. Electric induction
stoves have emerged as
one of the most pre-
ferred alternatives. Re-
tailers and appliance
dealers in the city report
a sharp increase in de-
mand for induction cook-
tops over the past few
weeks. Many households
and food businesses see
induction stoves as a reli-
able backup option when
LPG cylinders are not
readily available.
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‘Stop misusing domestic LPG for commercial purposes

The crackdown comes as part of the govt’s effort to prevent misuse of subsidised cylinders

BENGALURU

According to the department,
officials have conducted
large-scale seizure operations
in multiple districts, targeting
establishments that were ille-
gally using domestic LPG
cylinders meant for household
consumption.

The crackdown comes as
part of the government’s ef-
fort to prevent misuse of sub-
sidised cylinders and ensure
that domestic LPG supplies
reach genuine household con-
sumers.

In Bengaluru, officials car-
ried out raids in several areas
and seized a significant num-
ber of cylinders. In Peenya,
authorities confiscated 45 do-
mestic LPG cylinders that
were reportedly being used
for commercial activities.
Similarly, in Chikkajala, offi-
cials seized as many as 209
cylinders during the inspec-
tion drives. The department
stated that these cylinders
were being used illegally by
businesses instead of autho-
rised commercial LPG cylin-
ders.

The enforcement drive also
extended to other districts. In
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seized 46 domestic LPG cyl-
inders that were being mis-
used for commercial purpos-
es. In Shivamogga and Dava-
nagere districts, authorities
continued their inspections
and seized three cylinders in
Shivamogga and 13 cylinders
in Davanagere.

Meanwhile, in Kolar dis-
trict, officials conducted a
raid on an illegal LPG refill-
ing unit operating in the KGF
area. During the raid, author-
ities discovered that domestic
cylinders were being illegally
refilled and redistributed. A
case has been registered
against the individuals in-
volved in the operation.

Officials said that all such
violations are being treated
seriously, and strict legal ac-
tion is being initiated against
offenders. Cases have been
registered under the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955, and
further investigations are un-
derway to identify other ille-
gal operations.

The department has urged
businesses and individuals to
strictly adhere to LPG usage
regulations and avoid using
domestic cylinders for com-
mercial purposes. Authorities
warned that enforcement
drives will continue across the
state, and anyone found vio-
lating the rules will face strin-
gent penalties under the law.

K’taka govt stepsinto help
stranded foreign tourists

Due to ongoing geopolitical tensions
and disruptions caused by the global
conflict, international flight operations
between several countries have been
affected. As a result, many foreign
tourists visiting Karnataka are facing
difficulties returning to their home
countries. Some travellers are also
worried about the expiry of their visas

and other travel-related
complications. Respond-
ing to the situation, Kar-
nataka Tourism Minister
H.K. Patil assured that
the state government is
prepared to assist foreign

visitors in every possible way. He stated
that the department will provide guid-
ance and necessary support to tourists
facing visa management issues or other
travel challenges. “Our department is
ready to extend all required assistance
to foreign guests, including help with
visa management and resolving travel-
related concerns,” the minister said.
The move is aimed at ensuring that
tourists visiting the state do not

face unnecessary distress during the
ongoing global uncertainty.

LPG shortage puts K’taka
hotel industry in crisis

Hotel operators across the state say the
shortage of LPG cylinders has disrupt-
ed daily cooking operations, which are
essential for running food businesses.
Many hotels depend heavily on a steady
supply of commercial LPG cylinders for
preparing meals throughout the day.
However, due to the current shortage,
several establishments are finding it

difficult to
maintain regular
services. Indus-
try representa-
tives warn that

| if the supply
situation does
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not improve soon, some hotels may be
forced to temporarily shut down. With-
out adequate fuel for cooking, preparing
food items becomes nearly impossible,
affecting both small eateries and large
restaurants. The crisis has also created
anxiety among workers employed in the
hotel sector. Thousands of employees
depend on hotels and restaurants for their
livelihoods. If businesses are forced to
close due to the cylinder shortage, many
workers could lose their jobs, leading to
financial hardship for their families.

New Smart
Traffic System to
Ease Congestion

BENGALURU

State approves 4,824 cr investment
for 37 new Industrlal projects

BENGALURU

Bengaluru has launched an
advanced smart traffic man-
agement system aimed at re-
ducing congestion across
some of the city’s busiest cor-
ridors.

The initiative, introduced
by the Bengaluru Traffic Po-
lice in partnership with the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanaga-
ra Palike (BBMP), uses artifi-
cial intelligence and real-
time data to optimize traffic
signals and monitor road con-
ditions.

Officials say the system has
already been activated at ma-
jor junctions including Silk
Board Junction and KR Pur-
am Junction—two locations
known for heavy traffic
during peak hours. Cameras
and sensors installed at these
intersections will track vehi-
cle flow and automatically
adjust signal timing to reduce
waiting time.

Authorities believe the
project could cut average
travel delays by up to 20 per-
cent if fully implemented
citywide. Commuters have
welcomed the move but stress
that better public transport
and stricter traffic rule en-
forcement are still needed to
address Bengaluru’s growing
mobility challenges.

The projects are expected to
significantly boost industrial
growth in the state and gener-
ate large-scale employment
opportunities.

According to Minister for
Large and Medium Industries
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment M.B. Patil, the approved
projects are likely to create
around 14,525 new jobs
across various sectors.

The projects cover a wide
range of industries including
IT infrastructure, sugar man-
ufacturing, technical textiles,
compressed gas production,
aerospace, jewellery manu-
facturing, electronics, soft-
ware development and the
construction of a five-star ho-
tel. These investments are ex-
pected to strengthen Karnata-
ka’s industrial ecosystem
while promoting regional eco-
nomic development in multi-
ple districts.

Among the major projects
approved is Bagmane Con-
structions Private Limited’s
%494.65 crore investment for
the development of IT infra-
structure. Another significant
proposal includes a ¥443.50
crore sugar factory project by
Karnataka Bangaru Sugars.
Clene Pax has received ap-
proval for a 3376 crore tech-

nical textiles manufacturing
unit, while Trishul Buildtech
and Infrastructure will invest
%300 crore in the construction
of a five-star hotel.

In addition, Troutt Grass will
establish a compressed gas pro-
duction unit in Mudhol with an
investment of 3257.77 crore.
Tsuyo Manufacturing will set
up a unit to manufacture elec-
tric vehicle motors and control-
lers with an investment of 3250
crore, further strengthening the
state’s push toward clean mo-
bility and advanced manufac-
turing.

The committee also ap-
proved 22 major large and
medium industrial projects
involving investments ex-
ceeding 50 crore each. These
projects alone will bring in
investments worth 23,908.68
crore and are expected to cre-
ate employment opportunities
for about 12,475 people.

Additionally, 15 new indus-

trial projects with investments
ranging between 15 crore
and 50 crore have been ap-
proved. These projects will
attract investments of ¥350.60
crore and generate around
1,750 jobs.

Two expansion projects in-
volving additional investments
of %¥565.03 crore were also
cleared during the meeting.
These projects are expected to
create employment opportuni-
ties for around 300 people.

The meeting was attended
by Principal Secretary of the
Commerce and Industries De-
partment Dr. N. Selvakumar,
Industries Development Com-
missioner Gunjan Krishna,
Karnataka Udyog Mitra Man-
aging Director Dodda Basa-
varaju and other senior offi-
cials. The approvals are part
of the state government’s ef-
forts to attract investment and
strengthen Karnataka’s indus-
trial development.

Bapuji Seva Kendras
now offers caste, income
certificate services

BENGALURU

The initiative aims to make
essential administrative ser-
vices more accessible to peo-
ple living in rural and remote
areas. With this move, resi-
dents will no longer need to
travel long distances to Nada-
kacheris to apply for import-
ant certificates and docu-
ments.

Under the new arrange-
ment, applications for caste
certificates belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) can now be submitted
directly at Bapuji Seva Kend-
ras operating at the gram pan-
chayat level. The decision is
expected to simplify proce-
dures and reduce the time and
effort required for citizens to
obtain official documentation.

Authorities said applicants
must visit the nearest Bapuji
Seva Kendra with the neces-
sary supporting documents to
apply for the certificates. The
required documents include a
ration card, Aadhaar card,
voter ID card and school
transfer certificate. Applicants
may also submit a family lin-
eage document issued by the
village accountant, though
this is optional.
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For those applying for an
income certificate, additional
documents such as a salary
slip or proof of income tax
payment must be provided.
Officials said these docu-
ments help verify the appli-
cant’s eligibility for the certif-
icate. The process involves
multiple verification steps to
ensure authenticity. After the
application is submitted at the
Bapuji Seva Kendra, the Vil-
lage Accountant will conduct
a local verification and pre-
pare a report based on the ap-
plicant’s details and docu-
ments.

Following this, the report
will be forwarded to the Rev-
enue Inspector for approval.
Once the verification process
is completed and approved,
the official certificate will be
issued to the applicant.

Officials stated that the ini-
tiative will significantly ben-
efit rural communities by im-
proving accessibility to gov-
ernment services and reduc-
ing administrative delays.

Bengaluru Expands Electric
Bus Fleet to Tackle Air Pollution

BENGALURU

Bengaluru took another step
toward cleaner transportation
on Saturday as the city added
150 new electric buses to its
public transit fleet. Officials
from the Bangalore Metropol-
itan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) flagged off the buses
at a ceremony attended by
Karnataka transport authori-
ties.

The move is part of the
state government’s broader
push to reduce traffic emis-

sions and improve air quality
in the rapidly growing tech
hub.

According to transport offi-
cials, the new buses will oper-
ate on high-demand routes
connecting major areas such
as Electronic City and White-
field. Commuters welcomed
the development, noting qui-
eter rides and lower pollution.
Authorities say the expansion
could cut thousands of tons of
carbon emissions annually
while improving daily travel
for thousands of passengers.

KSRTC relaxes rules for compassionate appointments

BENGALURU

According to the new circular
issued by the corporation (No.
1749), the definition of “fam-
ily” has been expanded to en-
sure that more eligible depen-
dents of deceased employees
can benefit from compassion-
ate appointments.

The decision aims to re-
move earlier ambiguities in
the recruitment process and
provide fair opportunities to
families facing financial hard-
ship after the death of an em-
ployee.

One of the key changes in-

Midnight Warehouse Break-In
Leads to Arrest of Burglar

BENGALURU

Police arrested a 28-year-old
man after a suspected bur-
glary at a storage warehouse
on the city’s industrial out-
skirts. According to investiga-
tors, security alarms triggered
shortly after midnight alerted
guards, who noticed a broken
side door and called authori-
ties. Officers arrived within
minutes and found the suspect
hiding behind stacked crates
inside the building. Police say
several boxes containing elec-
tronic equipment had already
been moved near the exit,

suggesting an attempted theft.
The man was taken into custo-
dy without incident and faces
charges of burglary, property
damage, and attempted theft.
Authorities are reviewing sur-
veillance footage to determine
whether he acted alone. Ware-
house management reported
minor structural damage but
said no inventory appears to be
missing. Police urged nearby
businesses to review their secu-
rity systems and report any sus-
picious activity as the investi-
gation continues. The suspect
remains in custody pending a
court hearing Monday.

KSRTC

troduced in the circular is the
removal of restrictions based
on marital status. Earlier, there
were limitations on the eligibil-
ity of certain family members
depending on whether they
were married or unmarried.
Under the revised rules, depen-
dent daughters or sisters of the
deceased employee will be eli-
gible for compassionate ap-
pointments regardless of their
marital status.

|:1‘ ||1‘

This means that unmarried,
married, divorced or widowed
daughters and sisters of de-
ceased KSRTC employees
can now apply for jobs under
the compassionate appoint-
ment scheme. The move is
expected to benefit many
families where female mem-
bers depend on the deceased
employee for financial sup-
port. However, the corpora-
tion has clarified that the ap-
plicants must have been fully
dependent on the deceased
employee during their life-
time. They must also have
been residing with the em-

ployee at the time, which will
be a mandatory condition for
eligibility.

To verify this requirement,
applicants must submit a res-
idence certificate issued by
the concerned Tahsildar. The
certificate must confirm that
the candidate had been living
with the deceased employee
during their lifetime. KSRTC
officials will consider this doc-
ument during the recruitment
process to verify the claim of
dependency. The decision to
amend the rules was taken
during the KSRTC board meet-
ing held on February 7, 2026.

Heatwave grips parts of K’taka, mercury crosses 40°C

BENGALURU

According to weather offi-
cials, the northern districts of
Karnataka are experiencing
extreme heat conditions.
Districts such as Kalabura-
gi, Bidar and Yadgir have re-
ported temperatures exceed-
ing 40°C, placing the region
under conditions similar to a
“red alert.”
Meteorologists have
warned that hot and dry
winds, commonly known as
“loo,” are likely to blow
during the afternoon hours,

increasing the rlsk of heat-re-
lated illnesses.

Authorities have also issued
an alert regarding the ultravio-
let (UV) index, which is ex-

pected to exceed level 10 be-
tween 12 pm and 3 pm. Experts
caution that exposure to such
intense ultraviolet radiation can
cause significant harm to the

The approved projects
are likely to create
around 14,525 new jobs
across various sectors,
says MB Patil.

skin and may lead to various
health problems if proper pre-
cautions are not taken.

The combination of high
temperatures, dry air and
strong sunlight has made the
heat wave particularly severe
this season. Residents across
the state have been advised to
remain cautious, especially

during peak afternoon hours
when the intensity of heat and
UV radiation is at its highest.

Health and weather depart-
ments have issued a set of safe-
ty guidelines to help people
protect themselves from the
scorching conditions. Citizens
are advised to avoid stepping
out unnecessarily between 11
am and 4 pm, when tempera-
tures are at their peak. Staying
hydrated is considered one of
the most important preventive
measures. Officials recommend
drinking water regularly even if
one does not feel thirsty.
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Pvt school principal
faces allegations over
punishing student

Bengaluru
A private school principal
in Bengaluru has come
under criticism after seri-
ous allegations surfaced
that a Class | student was
made to stand in the sun
for nearly two hours for
arriving two minutes late
to school. The incident
has sparked outrage
among parents, who have
questioned the discipli-
nary practices followed by
the school. According to
the allegations raised by
parents, the young stu-
dent was reportedly
asked to remain standing
under the harsh sun for
nearly two hours as pun-
ishment for being two
minutes late to school.
The incident reportedly
took place during school
hours and has since
drawn strong reactions
from the child’s parents
and other guardians. Par-
ents claim that such pun-
ishment is excessive and
could potentially harm
the health and well-being
of a young child.

Lingarajapuram
residents complain of
defunct streetlights

Bengaluru
Residents of Lingarajapu-
ram in the Sarvajnagar As-

sembly constituency of
Bengaluru say they are liv-
ing in constant fear due to
non-functional street-
lights near a railway bridge
and underpass in the area.
Locals claim the lights
have not been working for
several months, leaving
the stretch dark and un-
safe after sunset. Accord-
ing to residents, the ab-
sence of street lighting has
turned the area around
the railway bridge and un-
derpass into a potential
hotspot for anti-social
activities. As darkness
falls each evening, the
poorly lit stretch be-
comes deserted and in-
timidating, with locals al-
leging that miscreants
frequently gather there.

Kodagu man strangles
girlfriend over
strained relationship

Bengaluru
Police said Ranjitha and
the accused, Ayyappa,
both natives of Kodagu
district, had known each
other for several years. Af-
ter separating from his
wife, Ayyappa reportedly
developed a relationship
with Ranjitha, who be-
longed to the same village.
Despite belonging to differ-
ent castes, he allegedly
convinced Ranjitha’s family
that he would marry her
and later brought her to
Bengaluru. The couple had
been living togetherina
rented accommodation
within the Varthur police
station limits for the past
few months. Ayyappa was
working as a supervisor in a
dry fruit shop in the city.
According to preliminary
investigations, the relation-
ship between the two had
recently become strained,
with frequent arguments
reported between them.
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‘Dutiful’ Corp beautifies fetld pubhc space in Ulsoor

BENGALURU

The initiative focused on re-
storing hygiene and improv-
ing the overall appearance of
the area, which had long been
a concern for residents and
commuters.

The stretch, located near
the Army Compound opposite
the Ulsoor Dhobi Ghat, had
gradually become a spot for
public urination, leading to
foul odour, unhygienic condi-
tions and an unpleasant envi-
ronment for people passing
through the locality.

Recognising the need for
urgent action, the Bengaluru

Central City Corporation took
up the task of cleaning and
beautifying the area. The ef-
fort involved the coordinated
participation of civic mar-
shals, Junior Health Inspec-
tors and dedicated Pourakar-
mikas who carried out
extensive cleaning work to
remove waste and sanitise the
stretch.

Personnel from the Army
also extended their support to
the initiative, while volunteers
joined hands with the civic
authorities to help in restoring
the area. Their collective ef-
fort ensured that the location
was not only cleaned thor-

oughly but also improved aes-
thetically to discourage mis-
use in the future.

Officials said the beautifi-
cation drive was aimed at

transforming the neglected
space into a cleaner and more
welcoming environment for
the public. By addressing the
sanitation issue and enhanc-

A 500-meter stretch
near the Army
Compound opposite
Ulsoor Dhobi Ghat in

Bengaluru has been
cleaned and beautified
after it had turned into
a public urination spot.

ing the surroundings, the proj-
ect also sought to raise aware-
ness about civic responsibility
among residents and visitors.

Authorities emphasised that
maintaining cleanliness in
public spaces requires contin-
uous cooperation from the
community. They urged citi-

zens to respect public infra-
structure and refrain from
practices that contribute to
unhygienic conditions.

The successful transforma-
tion of the Ulsoor stretch
highlights how coordinated
efforts between civic bodies,
government personnel and
volunteers can effectively ad-
dress urban sanitation chal-
lenges. The initiative now
stands as an example of how
neglected public spaces can
be revived through collective
responsibility and community
participation while promoting
better public hygiene across
the city.

Experts brainstorm to improve
last-mile Metro connectivity

The GBA recently convened a roundtable discussion in Bengaluru with
mobility organisations, researchers and civil society groups in this regard

BENGALURU

During the discussion, experts
reviewed key findings from
Phase 3 of the LEAP Pro-
gram, presented by WRI India
in collaboration with Alstom.
The assessment studied com-
muter access patterns across
83 operational metro stations
in Bengaluru and analysed
how passengers travel to and
from these stations.

The study revealed that a
majority of metro users de-
pend on non-motorised trans-
port to reach stations. Accord-
ing to the findings, about 66
percent of commuters walk or
cycle as part of their metro
journeys. However, many par-
ticipants pointed out that
commuters often face acces-
sibility barriers even before
reaching station entrances,
highlighting gaps in pedestri-
an infrastructure and safe con-
nectivity.

Participants emphasised
that improving walkability
around metro stations should
be a priority in urban mobility

planning. Wider and
well-maintained footpaths,
safer pedestrian crossings and
better-designed streets were
identified as essential mea-
sures to support the large
number of commuters who
rely on walking or cycling for
last-mile travel.

The discussion also high-
lighted the need for stronger
integration between metro
systems and other modes of
transport. Experts noted that
seamless connections with
buses, shared mobility ser-
vices and cycling infrastruc-
ture would significantly im-
prove convenience for com-

muters and reduce depen—
dence on private vehicles.
Representatives from sever-
al organisations contributed
insights during the roundta-
ble. Experts from Sensing Lo-
cal, Enable India, the Associ-
ation of People with Disabili-
ty, Urban Morph, Beyond
Urban, The Mobility Agenda,
Bengaluru Walks, Alstom and
Purpose participated in the
dialogue, sharing recommen-
dations on building more in-
clusive and well-connected
station neighbourhoods.
Participants stressed that
accessible infrastructure must
also address the needs of per-

sons with disabilities, ensur-
ing that metro station areas
are safe and usable for every-
one. The roundtable conclud-
ed that coordinated planning
and collaboration among city
authorities, mobility experts
and community groups will
be essential to create pedestri-
an-friendly environments
around metro stations.

Officials said such initia-
tives could play a key role in
strengthening Bengaluru’s
public transport ecosystem by
making metro travel more ac-
cessible, efficient and us-
er-friendly for the city’s grow-
ing number of commuters.

DC INAUGURATES ITC MISSION SUNEHRA KAL
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES IN CHIKKAJALA

BENGALURU

The Deputy Commissioner and
District Magistrate of Bengalu-
ru Urban, Shri Jagadeesha
G.IAS inaugurated and handed
over school and Anganwadi
infrastructure works, water har-
vesting structures, and health
and sanitation interventions
implemented under ITC Mis-
sion Sunehra Kal (MSK) at
Chikkajala.

A total of 13 schools, 11 An-
ganwadis, 37 rooftop water
harvesting structures, 7 lake
restoration works along with
several other initiatives imple-
mented over the last two years,
were formally handed over.

Addressing the media, Shri
Jagadeesha G.IAS DC said
that under the ITC CSR pro-
gramme, infrastructure at Chik-
kajala Government High
School has been significantly
improved to support children
from economically weaker
households.

I have personally handed
over the facilities. The work
has been done very well. I also
suggested extending similar
support to many more schools,
he said. On behalf of the dis-
trict administration, he ex-
pressed gratitude to ITC for its

continued support, noting that
such initiatives would enhance
the quality of education in gov-
ernment schools.

Speaking on the occasion,
Jagadeesha G. appreciated ITC
MSK’s contribution to Urban
water management initiatives.
He also encouraged govern-
ment school students to focus
on education and pursue ca-
reer-oriented higher studies.

Manoj Shukla, General Man-
ager, ITC Limited, highlighted
the organisation’s initiatives
aimed at promoting sustainable
livelihoods, environmental con-
servation, and rural empower-
ment. He also spoke about
ITC’s collaboration with the
Government of Karnataka to
create 10,000 groundwater re-
charge structures in the South
Pennar river basin to support
river rejuvenation and ground-

water recharge.

Mr.Yoganand J.N Environ-
mental Officer, Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board, in his
speech, highlighted the mea-
sures adopted by KSPCB to
address the issues of pollution
and also commended the work
done by ITC MSK towards the
protection of the environment.

Mrs. Ambika T, Deputy Di-
rector of the Karnataka
Groundwater Authority ex-
pressed their gratitude to ITC
for its collaborative conver-
gence with their departments
and its impactful contributions
through partner NGOs, aimed
at better serving key stakehold-
ers. Handing over Certificates
were given to School and An-
ganwadi teachers, Tank User
Group, Town Municipal Pan-
chayat representatives for Ur-
ban water management initia-

tives, Plumbers trained under
the Urban Water Management
initiative, and vocational train-
ing certificates were awarded to
youth and persons with disabil-
ities who completed skill devel-
opment programmes.

The initiatives were imple-
mented during FY 2024-25
and 2025-26 in collaboration
with partner NGOs WASH In-
stitute, MYRADA, Biome En-
vironmental Trust, and Out-
reach.

Other key dignitaries pre-
sented are Mr. Shreyas, Tahsil-
dar Yelahanka Taluk, Banga-
lore Urban District, Mrs. Renu-
ka. AC DPO, Mrs. Vinodam-
ma, Assistant Director of Agri-
culture, Bangalore Urban, Mrs.
Asha. H, BRC, Yelahanka Ta-
luk, Mrs. Puneetha H.S, Depu-
ty Environmental Officer, Kar-
nataka State Pollution Control
Board, Mr.Kantaraja, Chief
Officer Hunasamaranahalli
TMC, Mr.Ravikunar, Presi-
dent, Chikkajala Gram Pancha-
yat, Mr.Nagarajappa, HM,
Chikkajala High School and
Mrs. Jayashree Patili SDMC
President, Chikkajala High
School, Mr. Ramesh Himashu,
Mr. Susheel Kumar, Harish
Babu H R and Priyanka from
ITC Ltd.

Debris clearance gives
Vijnapura lake a fresh look

BENGALURU

The initiative focused on
clearing debris and accumu-
lated waste that had been
dumped around the lake
premises. Officials said the
clean-up effort was undertak-
en as part of ongoing mea-
sures to preserve the lake eco-
system and ensure a healthier
environment for residents
living nearby.

During the drive, workers
removed piles of debris and
waste materials that had gath-
ered in and around the lake

area over time. The operation
aimed not only to restore the
cleanliness of the surround-
ings but also to prevent
further environmental
damage caused by illegal
dumping.

Authorities noted that lakes
play an important role in
maintaining ecological bal-
ance and supporting urban
biodiversity. Keeping lake
areas free from debris and
waste is essential for protect-
ing water quality and sustain-
ing the natural habitat around
them.

_MIRED IN DEVOTION |

Devotees

BENGALURU

The spiritual gathering took
place at the Someshwara
Temple in Doddaballapur,
where arrangements were or-
ganised to enable devotees to
offer prayers and participate
in rituals connected with the
revered Jyotirlinga tradition
dedicated to Lord Shiva. The
event drew a steady stream of
worshippers who queued pa-
tiently to receive darshan and
take part in the puja.

The Doddaballapur branch of
Art of Living played a key role

Officials assess efficacy
of traffic monitoring
procedures

BENGALURU

During the visit, authorities
inspected the overall oper-
ations of the Ulsoor Gate
Traffic Police Station to
assess the effectiveness of
traffic monitoring and ad-
ministrative procedures.

The inspection focused
on evaluating the station’s
preparedness in handling
traffic flow, addressing
congestion issues and en-
suring road safety in the
area.

Officials interacted with
officers and staff members
during the visit and re-
viewed various aspects of
their daily operations. Dis-
cussions were held regard-
ing the challenges faced in
managing traffic in busy
city zones and the steps re-
quired to improve coordi-
nation and efficiency
among personnel.

During the inspection,
specific instructions were
issued to the officers and
staff regarding traffic man-
agement practices. Author-
ities emphasised the impor-
tance of maintaining disci-
pline, ensuring smooth ve-
hicular movement and pri-

oritising the safety of pe-
destrians and commuters.

The visiting officials also
highlighted the need for
proactive monitoring of
traffic conditions, especial-
ly during peak hours, to
prevent congestion and mi-
nimise disruptions. Offi-
cers were encouraged to
remain alert and responsive
while performing their du-
ties, ensuring quick action
in case of traffic violations
or emergencies.

The inspection was
aimed at strengthening traf-
fic management systems
and ensuring that the police
station continues to func-
tion efficiently in regulat-
ing vehicular movement in
the area. Officials noted
that regular inspections and
guidance help maintain op-
erational standards and im-
prove coordination among
traffic personnel.

Such visits are consid-
ered important for review-
ing ground-level function-
ing and reinforcing the
commitment of traffic po-
lice authorities to maintain
road discipline and ensure
safer travel conditions for
the pubhc

Bengaluru Expands Metro
Network to Ease Traffic

BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s expanding metro
network is set to bring relief to
the city’s growing traffic con-
gestion. Officials from the Ban-
galore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited announced progress on
new stretches of the Namma
Metro that will connect key res-
idential and IT corridors. The
new lines aim to improve daily
commutes for thousands travel-

ing across Bengaluru, particular-
ly between eastern tech hubs
and central districts. Urban plan-
ners say the project could sig-
nificantly reduce road traffic and
pollution once operational. Sev-
eral stations are nearing comple-
tion, with trial runs expected
later this year. Authorities also
plan better last-mile connectivity
through feeder buses and pedes-
trian-friendly infrastructure
around major metro stations.

throng for Somnath Jyotirlinga darshan

in facilitating the arrangements
for the darshan. Volunteers and
organisers ensured that devo-
tees could participate in the re-
ligious activities smoothly

while maintaining order and
proper management at the tem-
ple premises. According to or-
ganisers, more than 500 devo-
tees took part in the puja con-

ducted during the event. The
rituals focused on the worship
of the twin Jyotirlingas, which
hold great significance in Hin-
du spiritual traditions. Devotees
offered prayers seeking bless-
ings, peace and spiritual
well-being.

Religious leaders and vol-
unteers explained that the
twin Jyotirlinga worship
holds historical and spiritual
importance. References were
made to historical accounts in
which these sacred symbols
of Lord Shiva were targeted
during invasions in earlier

centuries, including during
the Mughal era. Despite such
challenges over time, the tra-
dition of worship associated
with the Jyotirlingas has con-
tinued to remain strong
among devotees.

The gathering created a de-
votional atmosphere at the
Someshwara Temple, with
chants, prayers and rituals
performed throughout the
event. Organisers also en-
sured facilities for crowd
management so that devotees
could have a smooth and or-
derly darshan experience.
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Uniforms
distributed to
students in Hunsur

HUNSUR
Students of Bannikuppe
Government Higher Pri-

mary School in Hunsur ta-
luk received uniforms
from Madilu Rural Devel-
opment and Service Or-
ganization. The uniforms
were handed out by its
president, D. M. Triveni,
who also serves as State
Mahila Congress General
Secretary. Speaking to re-
porters, Triveni said itis a
small initiative to support
rural children’s education,
adding that seeing smiles
on children and parents is
the real reward. Congress
leader Prasanna Kumar,
the school principal,
teachers, and parents
were present during the
distribution, making it a
joyful event for the school
community.

Daughters perform
father’s last ritesin
Birur

CHIKKAMAGALURU
In a touching example of
gender equality, two
daughters performed the
last rites of their father in
Birur town of Kadur taluk in
Chikkamagaluru district.
The incident has drawn
praise from the local com-
munity for challenging tra-
ditional norms.

B.S. Vishwanath, a mem-
ber of the Bhavasara Ksha-
triya community, passed
away recently. As he had
no sons, his daughter Aish-
warya stepped forward to
perform the funeral rituals.
She was supported by her
sister and brother-in-law
during the ceremony.
Aishwarya carried the ritual
pot on her shoulders and
completed the traditional
rites around her father’s
body before the crema-
tion.

Chicken Gambling
Racket Busted by
Police

UPPINANGADY
Police registered a case
against five people in-
volved in an illegal chick-
en numbering operation
at Shettikodi, Karaya vil-
lage in Belthangady ta-
luk. The raid, led by pro-
bationary IPS Ananya
Srivastava of Uppinan-
gady Police Station on
March 13, seized four
roosters, two chickens,
an auto rickshaw, and
Rs. 2,500 used for gam-
bling. Those named in
the case include Ankit of
Mugera house, Yas-
hodhar of Urudai,
Shivappa of Mugera
house, Karunakar Poo-
jary of Mundi house, and
Umesh of Madakkil
house. Police confirmed
the operation was con-
ducted during an ongo-
ing chicken game, high-
lighting their crackdown
onillegal gambling ac-
tivities in the area.
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KR New Indira Cant b
==l New Indira Canteen rings

affordable meals to workers

The minister announced 16 Indira Canteens in Shivamogga, offering affordable
meals to support poor and working people

SHIVAMOGGA

Minister for School Education
and Literacy and District In-
charge Minister S. Madhu
Bangarappa urged working
class and economically weak-
er people to make good use of
the Indira Canteen that pro-
vides affordable and nutri-
tious food. He was speaking
after inaugurating a newly
constructed Indira Canteen
near Gandhi Circle in Hole-
honnur town on Saturday.
The minister said that a to-
tal of 16 Indira Canteens have
been sanctioned for Shiva-
mogga district and this is the
12th canteen under the Hole-
honnur Town Panchayat lim-
its. He explained that the can-
teen scheme is aimed at help-
ing poor and working people
by offering quality food at
very low prices. Snacks are
available for Rs.5 while lunch
and dinner meals are served
for Rs.10. He appealed to the
public to visit the canteen,
check the quality of the food

and support the initiative.

Speaking about education,
the minister said that around
57 lakh children in the state
are receiving hot meals, eggs
and milk in schools. He added
that officials should also taste
the meals during visits to en-
sure quality and proper imple-
mentation.

He also announced that
Holehonnur Government
High School will soon be up-
graded into a Karnataka Pub-
lic School where students will

=

receive free education from
LKG to Class 12 under one
campus. Facilities like trans-
port, computers, skill training
and arts education will also be
provided.

Shivamogga Rural MLA
Sharada Pooryanayaka said
the Indira Canteen scheme is
very helpful for poor and
working people and must be
maintained with good food
quality. Several officials and
local leaders attended the pro-
gram.

Minister Assures
No Cooking Gas
Shortage

District In-charge Minister
Madhu Bangarappa
assured that there is no
serious shortage of
cooking gas in the district.
Speaking to reporters, he
said a special meeting
with officials has been
convened to review
cooking gas supply and
drinking water availability
amid the intense
summer. He added that
steps will be taken to
address possible water
issues in some areas. The
minister also said
government schools and
Kannada medium
institutions will not be
closed and efforts are
underway to resolve
pending demands.

K. S. Eshwarappa announced protests against a project threatening
16,000 trees, wildlife, and the Sharavathi valley

Protest planned against Sharavathi
pumped storage project

SHIVAMOGGA

A night-long Dharani Sa-
tyagraha will be held in Shiva-
mogga to oppose the proposed
Sharavathi Pumped Storage
project, which activists claim
may seriously harm the envi-
ronment. The protest will take
place in front of Nehru Maidan
from 9:30 a.m. on March 24 to
9:30 a.m. on March 25.Rash-
trabhakti Balaga convener K.
S. Eshwarappa announced the
protest at a press conference.
He said the project could lead
to the cutting of more than
16,000 trees and may threaten
wildlife living in the Western
Ghats region. According to
him, the area is home to rare
species such as the lion-tailed
macaque, Kalinga snake, Man-

gatte bird and many medicinal
plants. Environmental groups
fear that landslides, water pol-
lution and drying of rivers may
occur if the project proceeds.
Activists also raised con-
cerns that around 18,000 tons
of explosives may be used for
underground tunnelling up to
1,800 feet deep. They warned
that such heavy blasting could
increase the risk of earthquakes
and damage the natural bal-

ance of the Sharavathi valley.
Environmental expert Dr. B.
M. Kumaraswamy said some
activists have approached the
High Court regarding the proj-
ect. The court has asked the
State and Central governments
to respond by June 10. Until
then, he urged authorities not
to begin any work in the val-
ley.Another expert, Dr. Sripati
L. K., said the project cost
could rise from 10,500 crores
to nearly 320,000 crores.

He suggested that battery
storage systems, which have
higher efficiency, could be
considered as an alternative.
Organizers said

around 500 people and sev-
eral environmental groups are
expected to join the overnight
protest.

14 Women
Honoured On
International
Women’s Day

KUKANUR
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Priyank Kharge
demands clarity on
LPG shipments

KALABURAGI

Karnataka Minister Priyank
Kharge has raised concerns
over the lack of clear infor-
mation about liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) shipments
passing through the Strait of
Hormuz. Speaking to report-
ers on Thursday, he said it is
uncertain whether the vessels
carrying LPG have actually
reached India or are merely
Indian carriers navigating the
strategic route.

Kharge questioned the
claims of the Bharatiya Janata
Party that safe passage had
been guaranteed, noting there
has been no confirmation
from Iranian authorities. “If
safe passage has been en-
sured, it is welcome. But why
the delay in clarity?” he
asked.He also cited a recent
LPG-related incident in Pun-
jab, where a 66-year-old man
allegedly died while standing
in a queue, highlighting the
urgency of the issue. Re-
sponding to Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi’s accusation
that the Karnataka govern-
ment created an artificial LPG
shortage, Kharge dismissed it
as baseless.
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Khrgs chalienged BIB
clalms of guaranteed
safe passage, noting no
confirmation from Iran
and questioning the
delay in clarity

ther produces LPG nor owns
oil industries or distribution
systems,” he emphasized,
pointing out that these are na-
tional assets under Union ju-
risdiction. He further chal-
lenged the Centre’s use of the
Essential Services Mainte-
nance Act, asking officials to
ensure that every consumer
can order and receive an LPG
cylinder within 24 hours.
Kharge’s remarks come amid
growing public concern over
LPG availability and delivery
delays in the state.

Lokayukta books Udupi
Excise official over assets

MANGALURU

Kukanur celebrated Interna-
tional Women’s Day on Sat-
urday with a special program
recognizing the achievements
of women across various
fields. The event, organized
jointly by Koppal District
and Yalaburga Assembly
Women’s Congress and
ARAM NGO, was held at
B.V. Shettar Mangala Bha-
van.

Speaking at the event, law-
yer Mamata Rayareddy em-
phasized that women are not
only the strength of families
but also the lifeblood of the
nation. She encouraged equal
opportunities and respect for
women for the overall prog-
ress of society, noting that
patience and resilience are
women’s greatest strengths.

Lokayukta police have regis-
tered a case against Udupi
Deputy Commissioner (Ex-
cise) T. M. Srinivas for al-
legedly possessing assets dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income. According
to officials, searches were
conducted on March 11 at his
house, office, and several oth-
er locations linked to him.

The investigation revealed
that the officer allegedly
owned assets worth 39.57
crore. Out of this, Lokayukta
police said 8.69 crore is sus-
pected to be disproportionate
to his official income. Im-
movable properties, including
six houses, were valued at
around 6.9 crore.

Movable assets were esti-
mated at 32.66 crore. These

include %3.95 lakh in cash,
gold ornaments worth 31.47
crore, vehicles valued at 17
lakhs, bank deposits of 325.75
lakh, and other items worth
%72.68 lakh.

Officials confirmed that
searches were carried out at
15 locations connected to the
accused officer. Further inves-
tigation is underway to deter-
mine the sources of the assets
and take appropriate legal
action.

Hunsur gas cylinder
delay worries residents

HUNSUR

Hunsur residents have been
facing delays in receiving
domestic LPG cylinders,
causing worry among con-
sumers, said Shravana, head
of the Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department.
Speaking to reporters,
Shravana explained that
many households had
booked cylinders, but they
had not arrived for several
days. Gas agency staff are
now personally delivering
cylinders to homes that had
previously booked them.
Some customers using mo-
bile bookings reported that
their orders were not being
registered by the agency.
Officials confirmed that the
delay was caused by a tem-
porary software error, which
is now being addressed.
“This issue will not happen

again,” Shravana assured.

Meanwhile, Ustadvari Na
Intiaz Ahmed of Indian Gas
said that a slight delay had
occurred in cylinder deliv-
eries due to a server prob-
lem. “We are taking respon-
sibility to load and deliver
cylinders immediately after
booking,” he said. He added
that this problem is not lim-
ited to Hunsur and similar
delays are occurring in oth-
er areas as well.

Ahmed emphasized that
the staff is working actively
to Wensure home deliveries
and that the server issue will
be resolved in the coming
days. Residents were urged
not to worry, as all booked
cylinders would be deliv-
ered promptly. The agency
assured continuous monitor-
ing to prevent further delays
and maintain smooth gas
supply in the city.

TOBACCO GROWERS STRIKE

Dr. Siddarama
Honkal unveils
travelogue book

YADGIR

Yadgiri witnessed the release
of the tenth travelogue by
Kannada author Dr. Siddara-
ma Honkal titled ‘Dakshina
Dhruvadin Uttara Dhruvake’
at a Kannada pride event held
at the Government First
Grade College, Gurumatkal.
The event was graced by the
presence of Paramapoojya
Guru Murugharajendra Ma-
haswamiji, while the college
principal, Dr. J.V. Purushot-
tam, presided over the cere-
mony.The book launch was
conducted by distinguished
guests, including Dr. M.S.
Shirval, Sharana Sahitya writ-
er Vishwaradhya Satyampete,
Kannada department head Dr.
Baburay Dore, and English
lecturer Mahesh Chandapur.

Speaking at the event, Prin-
cipal Dr. Purushottam high-
lighted Dr.

Lady Goschen Hospital dispute settled in Lok Adalat

MANGALURU

A long-pending dispute re-
lated to contractor payments
during the construction of
the new building of Lady
Goschen Hospital was set-
tled through compromise in
a Lok Adalat held at the dis-
trict court on Saturday.

The case involved dues to
be paid by Nirmithi Kendra
to contractors who had
worked on the hospital proj-
ect. Through mediation and
discussion between both
sides, the compensation
amount was reduced to
about 1.83 crore, instead of
nearly %4 crores that was
earlier claimed along with
interest. The settlement
helped save a large amount
of public money and brought
an end to the long legal dis-
pute.The disagreement be-
gan during 2012-13 when
construction of the new hos-
pital building was taken up.
Funds of about %21 crores
had been sanctioned under

the Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility programme of
Mangalore Refinery and Pet-
rochemicals Limited for the
project. Since advance funds
were not available for gov-
ernment agencies to begin
work immediately, the dis-
trict committee decided to
carry out construction
through Nirmithi Kendra.
Tenders were invited for
about %18 crores and the
first contractor received the
project for nearly 9 crores.
However, the work was ex-
pected to be completed with-
in two years but even after
three years less than half the
construction was finished.

Later, the then District
Collector reassigned the
work to another contractor,
who completed the building
and received payment.

Following the delay, the
first contractor approached
the court seeking pending
payments and interest.

After legal proceedings,
the matter was referred to
Lok Adalat for settlement.

Fourth Additional District
Judge Sridhar Gopalakrishna
Bhat said the compromise
benefited both sides and re-
duced the financial burden
on the government, success-
fully closing the long-stand-
ing dispute.

Farmers protest agamst fallmg tobacco prices in Hunsur

HUNSUR

Farmers and leaders of sever-
al farmer organizations staged
a protest against ITC Limited
near Ilavala on the Mysuru
main road, accusing the com-
pany of paying very low pric-
es for tobacco leaves. The
protest was led by former
MLA H. P. Manjunath, who
said tobacco growers in the
region are facing serious fi-
nancial difficulties.Hundreds
of farmers gathered outside
the company office and raised
slogans demanding fair prices

for their tobacco produce. As
part of the protest, demonstra-
tors locked the entrance of the
ITC warehouse to express
their anger over what they

called discrimination in to-
bacco procurement.Speaking
during the protest, Manjunath
said farmers depend heavily
on tobacco cultivation for

their livelihood. However, the
sudden fall in prices at the
Hunsur tobacco auction mar-
ket has pushed many farmers
into hardship. He warned that
if justice is not given to farm-
ers soon, stronger protests
will be organized in the com-
ing days.Mysuru District
Congress Spokesperson M.
Laxman also criticized the
company, saying tobacco
growers in the region are dis-
appointed as prices have been
falling continuously for the
past one and a half months.
He alleged that the company

has failed to purchase tobacco
properly from farmers despite
repeated requests.Farmers
said they trusted the company
for many years but now feel
cheated due to the low prices
offered for their produce.
They demanded immediate
steps to ensure fair procure-
ment rates and protect farm-
ers’ livelihoods.Several farm-
er leaders and activists includ-
ing Nitin Venkatesh and J.
Madev Ratnapuri David also
participated in the protest
along with a large number of
local farmers.

DOMESTIC LPG SUPPLY NORMAL
ASSURES DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

CHIKKAMAGALURU

Deputy Commissioner Naga-
raj has assured the public that
the supply of domestic LPG
cylinders in the district is con-
tinuing smoothly and there is
no need for people to panic.
In a press release, the dis-
trict administration clarified
that adequate stock of LPG
cylinders is available and reg-
ular supply is being main-
tained through all authorized
distributors. Officials said dis-
cussions have already been
held with LPG distributors to
ensure that domestic gas cyl-

inders reach consumers with-
out delay.Consumers have
been advised to use cooking
gas carefully and avoid unnec-
essary bookings. According to
the guidelines, a new domestic
LPG cylinder can be booked
only after 25 days from the
previous booking. Authorities
requested the public to follow
this rule and use gas sparingly
according to the present situa-
tion.The administration also
stated that LPG distributors in
the district have been given
strict instructions to supply
cylinders directly to custom-
ers’ doorsteps as usual.
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Students honored at
English learning
prize event

RAMANAGARA
A prize distribution pro-
gram was held at Patel
Public English School on
Magadi Road near Kempe-
gowda Circle in Ramana-
gara. The event was organ-
ized by Saral English
Learning Institute, Ben-
galuru, and Chinthan
Prakashan, Chitradurga, to
encourage studentsin
English learning and aca-
demic activities.
Founder Secretary of the
school, Patel C. Raju, dis-
tributed prizes to the win-
ning students. Speaking on
the occasion, he said Kan-
nada is the mother tongue,
but learning English has
become important in to-
day’s modern world. He
noted that English helps
students communicate at
the state and national level
and is essential for job
seekers in many fields.

Priest dies
as car hits
electric pole

KOLAR
Lokesh (45), a priest from
Gudipalli village, tragically
died when his car collided
with an electric pole near
Baddipalli Cross in Srini-
vasapura taluk. The acci-
dent occurred after the
driver lost control while
returning home from a
program. The incident
was reported under the
jurisdiction of Gaunipalli
police station, and au-
thorities are investigating
the circumstances. Local
residents expressed
shock over the sudden
mishap. Officials have
urged drivers to exercise
caution on roads to pre-
vent similar accidents.
The community mourns
the loss of Lokesh, offer-
ing condolences to his
family and prayers for his
departed soul.

12 members elected
unopposed to
Sericulture board

SRINIVASPUR
Twelve candidates, includ-
ing Shabbir Ahmed Pasha,
were unanimously elected
to the board of directors of

the Kasaba Sericulture
Growers and Farmers Ser-
vice Cooperative Society
in Srinivaspur taluk. The
announcement was made
by election officer Abid
Hussain Saab after the
nomination and withdraw-
al process concluded
smoothly.

The election was conduct-
ed for a total of 12 seats on
the society’s governing
board. Among these, 11
seats were reserved for
the borrowers’ category
and one seat was reserved
for the non-borrowers’
category. The last date for
filing nominations was
March 11. After verification
of nominations and the
completion of the with-
drawal period.
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ARAIl testing centre planned

for Mandya development

The Union Minister announced Mandya'’s long-pending Khelo India indoor
sports complex will begin construction soon after foundation laying

MANDYA

Union Minister H. D. Ku-
maraswamy said efforts are
underway to establish a test-
ing centre of the Automotive
Research Association of India
in Mandya district to promote
industrial growth and create
employment opportunities.
He was speaking after lay-
ing the foundation stone for a
%14-crore indoor sports com-
plex at VC Farm in Mandya
on Saturday. Kumaraswamy
said the process of setting up
the ARAI testing centre is
progressing at the national
level, and once the land allot-
ment letter is issued, a team
of experts will visit the dis-

trict to inspect the proposed
site. He expressed confidence
that the facility will benefit
Mandya as well as nearby dis-
tricts by generating jobs and
boosting development.

The Union Minister said the
demand for a modern indoor
sports complex in Mandya
had been pending for many

N

years. With the foundation
stone now laid, construction
work will begin soon and the
project will be completed
quickly. The stadium has been
sanctioned under the Khelo
India scheme.

Kumaraswamy thanked Na-
rendra Modi and Union
Sports Minister Mansukh

Mandaviya for approving the
project and supporting devel-
opment initiatives in the re-
gion.He also appreciated sev-
eral companies including TVS
Motor Company, Steel Au-
thority of India Limited, Info-
sys, Hinduja Group and HMT
Limited for supporting wel-
fare activities through corpo-
rate social responsibility pro-
grams.

Through CSR initiatives,
electric vehicles were provid-
ed to 388 differently-abled
persons, computers were dis-
tributed to around 600
schools, and an ambulance
was donated to Mandya Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, ben-
efiting the district.

The government implemented 2023 election promises, empowering women
through Griha Jyoti, Griha Lakshmi, Yuvanidhi, and Shakti Yojana schemes

Guarantee schemes strengthening
women lives says Minister

CHITRADURGA

Planning and Statistics Minis-
ter and District In-charge
Minister D. Sudhakar said the
State government’s guarantee
schemes have become a
strong support system for
women by improving their
economic and social status.
He spoke while inaugurating
the International Women’s
Day program organized under
Mission Shakti and Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao at Dis-
trict Valmiki Bhavan in Chi-
tradurga on Saturday.

The event was jointly orga-
nized by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat and
the Women and Child Devel-
opment Department. The min-
ister said the government had
promised people several wel-
fare programs during the 2023
Assembly elections and has
successfully implemented
them with women at the cen-
ter. Schemes such as Griha
Jyoti, Griha Lakshmi provid-
ing 32,000 monthly, Yu-
vanidhi for youth and free

travel through Shakti Yojana
have increased confidence
among women and improved
their participation in family
decisions.

He said Indian culture has
always respected women,
worshipping goddesses such
as Adiparashakti and Cha-
mundeshwari. Women, he
added, are the guiding force
that brings peace and stability
to families and society. He
also recalled the leadership of
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, who introduced many
welfare programs for the
poor.

Challakere MLA T. Raghu-
murthy said strong determina-

tion and education are essen-
tial for women’s success.
District Guarantee Scheme
Implementation Authority
Chairman R. Shivanna
praised Anganwadi and
ASHA workers for delivering
government benefits to peo-
ple.

During the celebration, free
health checkups were con-
ducted for women, former
Devadasis were honored and
awards were presented to tal-
ented children under the
Hoysala and Keladi Chen-
namma Award scheme, high-
lighting the achievements and
contributions of women in
society today.

All religions
spread peace says
Minister Rahim

BIDAR

Municipal Administration and
Haj Minister Rahim Khan said
that every religion in the world
teaches peace, brotherhood and
coexistence, and none of them
encourages discrimination
among people.

He was speaking after at-
tending an Iftar gathering orga-
nized by Amar Erolakar on the
occasion of Ramadan at the
premises of Prayavi Ayurvedic
Medical College in the Kolar
Industrial Area of Bidar city.
The event was arranged as a
symbol of harmony and unity
among people of different
communities.Addressing stu-
dents and guests, the minister
urged young people to follow
the values of equality and
brotherhood in their lives. He
said that just like the sun and
the moon provide light to ev-
eryone without discrimination,
human beings too should live
together peacefully without dif-
ferences of caste, religion or
community.Rahim Khan also
pointed out that people breathe
the same air and share the
same natural resources, yet
conflicts arise in society over
caste and religion.

NGOs seek MLC seats,
permanent grants

HUNSUR

Out of 650 voluntary service
organizations operating across
nearly 10,000 villages in 31
districts of Karnataka, two
prominent individuals—one
woman and one man—should
be nominated as Members of
the Legislative Council
(MLCs), urged Dr. S. Sri-
kanth, Director of the Deed
Institute.Speaking to report-
ers, Dr. Srikanth explained
that these individuals’ educa-
tion and experience could be
used for the development of
Karnataka. He said a formal
letter had been sent to Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, Dep-
uty Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar, Chief Secretary Shali-
ni Rajneesh, and the Gover-
nor requesting action on this
matter.He also highlighted the
need for permanent annual
grants for NGOs that have

been serving rural areas effec-
tively for over 40 years.
While some community mon-
asteries and public institutions
already receive permanent
funding, none of the 650 or-
ganizations has been included
so far. Dr. Srikanth suggested
that allocating at least Rs 200
crore from the annual state
budget of Rs 4.5 lakh crore
could empower rural commu-
nities, strengthen local de-
mocracy, and activate Gram
Sabhas.He emphasized that
such support would recognize
the decades-long work of
NGOs that operate primarily
through donor contributions,
helping accelerate rural devel-
opment and improve gover-
nance at the grassroots level.
The proposal aims to combine
legislative representation with
sustained financial backing
for long-serving community
organizations.

GAS PETROL NORMALIZATION

Bamul announces bonus,
dairy farmers celebrate

RAMANAGARA

Dairy farmers in Ramanagara
celebrated as Bamul President
D.K. Suresh announced a bo-
nus of Rs. 1 per liter for milk
producers, marking a first in the
cooperative’s history. The an-
nouncement was made at the
Bilgumba Milk Producers Co-
operative Association, where
sweets were distributed to
farmers.The gesture was
praised by dairy office bearers,
cooperative members, and local
Congress leaders, who congrat-
ulated Suresh for introducing a
model of rewarding farmers
directly. Traditionally, bonus
payments were reserved only
for employees, but this initia-
tive extends benefits to farmers
who form the backbone of the
dairy sector.Speaking at the
event, Youth Congress District
General Secretary Santosh
highlighted that the bonus, ef-

fective from April 1, 2025, will
range from Rs. 3,000 to Rs.
18,000 annually depending on
milk production. He said the
move demonstrates how lead-
ership in both politics and co-
operatives can directly support
farmers.Bamul will also give
Rs. 5,000 bonuses to out-
sourced employees and Rs.
15,000 to dairies, aiming to en-
courage higher milk production
and retain farmers in the sector.
Santosh called the incentive “a
timely step to strengthen rural
livelihoods and prevent farmers
from leaving dairy farming.”

Gas supply to stabilize soon says Parameshwar

TUMAKURU

Karnataka Home Minister G.
Parameshwar said the supply
of gas and petrol will soon re-
turn to normal as ships carry-
ing fuel are already passing
through Iran. He assured that
the situation will improve
soon and people will not face
major difficulties.

Speaking to reporters
during his visit to Siddaganga
Mutt in Tumakuru, the minis-
ter said that the government is
closely monitoring fuel sup-
ply. He added that some con-

\

cessions have been given for
Indian shipments, which will
help ease the temporary short-
age. At present, there is no
major problem with domestic

o

gas supply in the district.
However, he admitted that a
few hotels might face difficul-
ties with commercial cylin-
ders for a short period. He

warned that strict action will
be taken against anyone try-
ing to hoard cylinders or sell
them illegally in the black
market.The minister also
spoke about the Yettinahole
project and said that a buffer
dam will be built at Vadera-
halli as planned earlier. Ac-
cording to the revised plan,
the project will cover about
5,000 acres of land across Tu-
makuru and Chikkaballapur
districts. He said the govern-
ment will hold discussions
with local residents who have
raised concerns and try to find

a suitable solution for them.
On government recruit-
ment, he said preparations are
being made to fill nearly
50,000 posts across depart-
ments, including about 8,000
vacancies in the police depart-
ment. The recruitment process
will begin after the govern-
ment takes a final decision on
internal reservation.The min-
ister also reviewed the water
situation in the district and
said that water from the He-
mavati reservoir may be re-
leased to ensure supply during
the coming summer months.
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Lok Adalat helps resolve
disputes quickly: Judge

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge T. P. Ramalinge-
gowda expressed concern
over the decline of joint fam-
ily systems and the growing
number of cases being filed in
courts for small disputes.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the National Mega
Lok Adalat held at the District
Court in Chikkaballapura on
Saturday. The judge said Lok
Adalat provides a quick and
peaceful way to resolve dis-
putes through mutual agree-
ment between both parties.
Such settlements help people
save time, money and repeat-
ed visits to court.Ramalinge-
gowda explained that deci-
sions given in Lok Adalat are
different from regular court
judgments because both sides
willingly agree to the settle-
ment. As a result, both parties
get peace of mind and avoid
long legal battles. He said that
in earlier times joint families
played an important role in
solving disputes within the
family itself. Elders would
guide younger members and
correct mistakes before they
turned into serious problems.

However, with the decline

Ramalingegowda noted
Lok Adalat settlements
provide mutual
agreement and peace,
unlike courts, urging
resolution of minor
disputes patiently to
reduce judicial burden
amid declining joint
families

of joint families today, even
small misunderstandings are
being taken to court, which
increases the burden on the
judiciary. He advised people
to solve minor disputes with
patience and understanding
instead of turning them into
legal cases.District Bar Asso-
ciation President Abhilash
also spoke on the occasion
and said that property dis-
putes between siblings often
damage family relationships.
If such matters are settled
within the family with fair-
ness and trust, many court
cases can be avoided.Several
judges, lawyers and litigants
from the district court partici-
pated in the National Mega
Lok Adalat programme and
encouraged the public to use
this platform for resolving
disputes peacefully.

Congress blames centre
for Yettinahole delay

CHIKKABALLAPUR: The long-pending demand for the
third stage of purification of water in H.N. and K.C. Valleys,
serving nearly 65 lakh people in Kolar, Chikkaballapur, and
Bangalore Rural districts, remains unfulfilled due to financial
constraints, Congress leader B.S. Rafiullah claimed. According
to a press release, Rafiullah, vice president of the KPCC Mi-
nority Wing, accused the NDA-led central government of fail-
ing to release GST funds owed to Karnataka. He said around
Rs 10,000 crore in central dues could have financed the puri-
fication work, estimated at Rs 4,500-6,000 crore. According
to him, the state government alone cannot fund the project.

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
CMis.No. 81/2026
Petitioner: Sri.G.S.Hanumantha Gowda S/o Late
Chikkasubbanna Aged about 66 years, R/at
Subhashnagar, Someshwara Extention, Besides Basava

Bhavan, Doddaballapura Town.
Vis

Respondent : Registrar of Birth and death The
Tahshildar D pura Taluk. D pura.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births And
Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate of the
father of by name LATE HANUMAKKA W/O LATE
CHIKKASUBBANNA who died on 14.05.2016 at
Beedikere Majara Gandarajapura Village, Tubagere
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 16.4.2026. In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the day of
10.03.2026

Advocate

Karthikeya Yadav.G.N
Opp Court Road, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur Town.

By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer
Prl. Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
CMis.No. 82/2026
Petitioner: Sri.G.S.Hanumantha Gowda S/o Late
Chikkasubbanna Aged about 66 years, R/at
Subhashnagar, Someshwara Extention, Besides Basava

Bhavan, Doddaballapura Town.
Vis

Registrar of Birth and death The

pura Taluk. D pura.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births And
Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate of the
father of by name LATE CHIKKASUBBANNA S/0 LATE
HANUMANTHARAYAPPA who died on 18.12.1976 at
Beedikere Majara Gandarajapura Village, Tubagere
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or

Respondent :
TahshildarD

through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 16.4.2026. In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.

Given under my hand and seal of the court on the day of
10.03.2026

Advocate

Karthikeya Yadav.G.N
Opp Court Road, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur Town.

By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer
Prl. Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDL CIVIL JUDGE AND
J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR
C.Misc.No. 80/2026
Petitioners: Smt. Rathnamma, Do Late. Venkataramanappa
TLW/o Muniyappa, Aged about 70 years, Rfat, Mannarapura
Village, Nandi Hobli, Chikkaballapur Taluk & District
Vs

Respondent : The Tahasildar, Doddaballapur Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District.

The Petitioner has filed a petition for grant of death
certificate of Lakshmamma, W/o Late. Venkataramanappa
T L, was died on 05-08-1986 at her house i.e., Thubagere
Village and Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk, Bengaluru Rural
District. As the Petitioner is the daughter of the deceased
Lakshmamma,
If any person has right interest may appear before this
Hon'ble court on 10-4-26 at Doddaballapur at 11:00 AM in
person or through pleader to file your objections if any.
Take notice that in default in your appearance of the date
before/above mention in the notice it will be heard and
determine ex-party.
Given under by hand seal of the court on the day of
13.3.26.
By Order of the Court
Sheristhedar
Additional Civil Judge & J.M.F.C
at Doddaballapur
Advocate for service: Sri. Chandrashekar K, Advocate,
Doddaballapur.
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It is for general information that I, E
HARINI D/o K EALUMALEAI, Ex -
wife of R.RAJIV, resident of R/o No-
1396, Ground Floor, 35th Cross,
17th Main, 5th Block, HBRLayout,
Bangalore, Karnataka-560043,
declare that | got divorce from my
husband videCourt Decree M C No.
66/2019 dated 05/07/2019. Further |
have changed the name of myminor
son R. ABISHAI aged 15 years and
he shall hereafter be known as H.
TALISH.
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Disrespect to Prez was insult

Delhi crime branch
arrests wanted
criminal

NEW DELHI
The Southern Range of
the Delhi Crime Branch
has arrested a pro-
claimed offender in-
volved in at least 12 crimi-
nal cases, officials said
on Saturday. The ac-
cused, identified as Har-
ish alias Harsh Gupta ali-
as Yadvender alias KD
alias Kalu alias Harsh ali-
as Yash Gupta alias Hars,
39, is aresident of Badar-
pur in southeast Delhi.
Police said he was de-
clared a proclaimed of-
fenderina 2020 Arms
Act case registered at
Jaitpur police station.
Acting on secret informa-
tion on March 13, a spe-
cial team led by Inspector
Vijay Pal Dahiya conduct-
ed a raid near Vidya Me-
morial School in Molar
Band Extension, Badar-
pur, and successfully
arrested him.

Man beaten
todeath over parking
dispute

KUSHINAGAR
A 30-year-old man was
allegedly beaten to death
with sticks following a
parking dispute in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kushinagar
district, police said on
Saturday. The incident
occurred on Friday
evening in Bodarwar
market when Govind
Sahni was heading to buy
vegetables near his
home. Police said Sub-
hash, a resident of a Dalit
settlement in the area,
along with family mem-
bers, stopped Sahni and
attacked him. His mother
Subhadra found him un-
conscious and bleeding
and rushed him to the
Community Health Cen-
tre in Kaptanganj, where
doctors declared him
dead. Police have
launched raids to arrest
the accused and sent the
body for post-mortem.

Newlywed woman
disappears from bus
stand

MORADABAD
In a strange incident in
Uttar Pradesh’s Mo-
radabad district, a newly
married woman went
missing from a bus
stand while her husband
had gone to buy snacks
for her. The incident hap-
pened on March 9 when
Pritam Singh from Am-
roha was returning with
his wife Rimjhim after
bringing her from her
maternal home follow-
ing Holi celebrations. The
couple got down at Bilari
bus stand to change
buses. Rimjhim asked
her husband to buy pa-
kodas from a nearby
stall. When Pritam re-
turned, the 18-year-old
woman had disap-
peared. Police have reg-
istered a missing case
and are checking CCTV
footage and mobile
phone location to
trace her.
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to entire tribal community: PM

The PM criticised alleged protocol breach during Prez Murmu’s recent Bengal visit

KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said that
the alleged insult to President
Droupadi Murmu during her
recent visit to West Bengal
was an insult to the entire
tribal community of the coun-
try.
Addressing a massive rally
at the Brigade Parade Ground
in Kolkata, Modi said the in-
cident showed disrespect to-
wards a leader who rose from
a tribal background to occupy
the highest constitutional of-
fice in the country. The rally
marked the conclusion of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
“Parivartan Yatra” ahead of
the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in the state.

The Prime Minister accused

the Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment of ignoring the de-
velopment needs of tribal
communities in West Bengal.
According to him, the ruling
party had repeatedly insulted
and neglected tribal people.
The controversy relates to
President Murmu’s visit to
Darjeeling district last week
to attend the International

Santal Conclave. Reports sug-
gested there was a protocol
issue when police denied per-
mission for the originally pro-
posed venue at Phansidewa
and instead shifted the event
to a smaller location at Gos-
saipur.

It was also reported that
neither Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee nor any member

of the state Cabinet was pres-
ent to receive the President
during the visit.

The Prime Minister said the
development saddened the
President and raised concerns
about respect for constitution-
al offices.

Without naming the Chief
Minister directly, Modi also
criticised recent remarks
made by her about political
unity among communities.

He said such statements
could create divisions in soci-
ety. Banerjee, however, re-
jected the criticism and said
the President was being in-
fluenced by the BJP.

The Prime Minister said
the people of West Bengal
would respond through the
ballot in the upcoming As-
sembly elections.

MINISTRY OF

PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS

Fuel stocks
adequate; Govt
warns against

panic buying

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas on Saturday
assured citizens that petrol
and diesel are adequately
available at fuel stations
across the country. The minis-
try advised people not to store
fuel in loose or unsafe con-
tainers, warning that such
practices can cause serious
safety risks.

In an official advisory, the
ministry said retail fuel out-
lets have been instructed to
strictly follow safety guide-
lines while selling petrol and
diesel. It also warned that
strict action will be taken
against outlets that violate the
prescribed safety rules during
fuel distribution.

Earlier, Union Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat said
there is no shortage of petro-
leum products in India despite
tensions in West Asia affect-
ing global energy markets.

He noted that the war-like
situation in the Middle East
has created challenges for
many countries, but India has
taken steps to maintain steady
fuel supplies.

Shekhawat said some
neighbouring countries are
facing serious disruptions due
to the situation.

However, he stressed that
India’s fuel supply remains
stable because the govern-
ment has expanded its sources
for crude oil imports.

According to him, India
earlier imported crude oil
from about 27 countries, but
the government has now
signed agreements with near-
ly 40 countries. This diversi-
fication has helped ensure a
stable supply of petroleum
products.

The minister also said the
government has put strict
monitoring systems in place
to prevent black marketing
and hoarding of petrol and
diesel during uncertain global
conditions.

‘HP BUDGET WILL FOCUS ON
SELF-RELIANCE, WELFARFE’

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Saturday said the state
budget to be presented on
March 21 will focus on finan-
cial self-reliance while pro-
tecting welfare schemes and
benefits for people.

Speaking to media persons
in Shimla before a special
pre-budget meeting at the
state secretariat, the Chief
Minister said the upcoming
budget will not include cuts
in social welfare schemes,
salaries or pensions of gov-
ernment employees.

He said the government
has been holding consulta-
tions with different groups
while preparing the budget
so that the state can gradual-
ly move towards financial

stability and self-reliance.

Sukhu noted that Himachal
Pradesh is facing financial
pressure after the Sixteenth
Finance Commission decid-
ed to stop the Revenue Defi-
cit Grant that the state had
been receiving for nearly 70
years.

According to him, this de-
cision could lead to an annu-
al loss of 28,000 crore to
10,000 crore for the state
between 2026 and 2031.

The Chief Minister also
said Himachal contributes
significantly to the country’s
ecological balance but re-
ceives limited financial sup-
port in return.

He added that if the state
were allowed to commercial-
ly use forest resources, it
would not need such grants.

Sukhu further pointed out
that the state receives only
12 percent royalty from hy-
dropower projects operated
by central public sector com-
panies such as SJVN, NHPC
and NTPC.

He said increasing the roy-
alty share would strengthen
the state’s finances. Re-
sponding to political remarks
from neighbouring states, the
Chief Minister said claims
about Himachal’s financial
condition were misleading.

Gujaa’s 32902 cr
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budget for skills
and labour welfare

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has
allocated 22,902 crore to the
Labour, Skill Development
and Employment Department
in the 202627 state budget to
strengthen youth skills, im-
prove job opportunities and
enhance welfare for workers
across the state.

Labour Minister Kunvarji
Bavaliya announced the allo-
cation during a press confer-
ence at the state Legislative
Assembly on Saturday. He
said the budget aims to sup-
port the vision of “Viksit
Gujarat 2047” and
contribute to the
national goal of
“Viksit Bharat
2047” and an At-
manirbhar India.

Under the
Namo Gujarat Skill
and Employment
Mission, 3226 crore has
been allocated to improve
youth employability. The PM
Setu Scheme has received
%200 crore to upgrade Indus-
trial Training Institutes
through a hub-and-spoke
model. Another 240 crore has
been set aside for the Namo
Kaushalya Laxmi Scheme,
which encourages female stu-
dents to join ITI courses.
Women trainees will receive
%15,000 for one-year courses
and 324,000 for two-year
courses.

The government has also
expanded labour welfare pro-

The
budget aims
to advance the
long-term vision of
'Viksit Gujarat 2047"
and contribute to
national
development
goals.

KEY ALLOCATIONS

m 3226¢r for Namo Skill
Mission

m 2200cr for PM Setu ITI
upgrade

m %200cr for Shramik An-
napurna meal booths

m %150cr for Shramik
Basera worker housing

grammes. 3200 crore has
been allocated under the Shra-
mik Annapurna Yojana to
open 300 new booths offering
meals to workers for Z5.
The Shramik Basera
Yojana has re-
ceived X150 crore
to provide afford-
able housing for
construction
workers. Addition-
ally, %160 crore has
been allocated to ex-
pand the Dhanvantari
Arogya Rath programme by
adding 50 mobile health units.
The state will also provide
3.5 lakh accident insurance
support to construction work-
ers in case of death or perma-
nent disability. The Agariya
Housing Scheme has received
%25 crore to provide houses
with solar panels and basic
facilities for salt pan workers.
Officials said Gujarat has
559 operational ITIs with
2,18,516 seats and continues
to expand skill training and
employment initiatives across
the state.

Vijay weighs Perambur
or Tiruchy East to contest

CHENNAI

Actor-turned-politician Vi-
jay is yet to decide the con-
stituency from which he will
contest the upcoming Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections,
with Perambur and Tiruchi-
rappalli (East) emerging as
the top choices.

Sources in his party,
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), said both constitu-
encies are being seriously
considered as Vijay prepares
to contest his first Assembly
election as a political leader.

According to senior party
leaders, Vijay is likely to
choose a relatively small
constituency so that he can
campaign across the State
for other candidates of the
party.

Perambur
in North
Chennai has
become a
strong pos-
sibility after
Vijay report- g
edly hinted at it
during meetings
with party aspi-
rants.

At one interac-
tion, he asked lead-
ers whether he
should wvisit
Perambur fre-
quently,

w hich
sparked spec-

: gin. k

ulation about his potential
candidature from the seat.

The TVK chief has been
holding consultations with
party leaders and aspirants
since March 10 as part of
preparations for the Assem-
bly polls. Earlier, party cad-
res passed a resolution urg-
ing him to contest from Per-
ambur.

Perambur is known for
housing the Integral Coach
Factory and has around
three lakh voters with a so-
cially diverse population.
The constituency has mostly
been a stronghold of the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhag-
am and its allies. In the
2021 elections, DMK candi-
date R. D. Shekar won the
seat with a large mar-

The other option
is Tiruchirappal-
Ii East, an ur-
ban constitu-
ency repre-
sented by Ini-
go Irudayaraj
of the DMK.
The final
decision is
expected
soon as
Tamil
Nadu
moves
closer to
the As-
sembly
elections.

Kerala CM inaugurates new
5-storey health centre building

KANNUR

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on Satur-
day inaugurated the new
five-storey building of the
Iriveri Community Health
Centre at Chakkarakkallu
in Kannur district. The fa-
cility was constructed at a
total cost of 20 crore to
improve healthcare ser-
vices in the region.
Speaking at the event,
Vijayan said Kerala has
gained global attention for
its achievements in the
health sector. He noted that
the state’s neonatal mortal-
ity rate is around 5 percent,
which is lower than the 5.6
percent reported in the
United States. He added
that Kerala’s strong public

health system played a cru-
cial role during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Chief Minister said
the state government has
implemented development
projects worth X500 crore
in the health sector in Kan-
nur district. As part of
these efforts, 14 health in-
stitutions have been up-
graded to Family Health
Centres.

Highlighting reforms in-
troduced since the Left
Democratic Front govern-
ment came to power in
2016, Vijayan said the
Aardram Mission helped
transform the public
healthcare system and
made quality treatment
more accessible, especially
for poorer sections.

The new health centre
building was constructed
with funds from multiple
sources, including the Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
Rural Infrastructure Devel-
opment Fund and state
plan funds.

The facility includes an
X-ray unit, pharmacy store,
oxygen room, laundry sec-
tion, ambulance parking
and other service areas in
the basement. The ground
floor houses the emergency
department, laboratory and
physiotherapy services,
while upper floors include
outpatient departments,
wards, dental and eye ex-
amination rooms, and other
medical facilities to serve
patients in the region.

__LPG CRISIS |

TN announces power subsidy to eateries for switching from LPG to electric stoves

SSPENE DiTs
COVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M. K. Stalin has announced a
subsidy of %2 per unit of elec-
tricity for eateries that switch
from LPG to electric stoves,
following a shortage of LPG
supplies in the state.

The decision was taken
during a review meeting held
at the Secretariat on Saturday

to discuss the impact of the
LPG shortage on industries
and the food sector. Officials
said the disruption was linked
to tensions in the Gulf region
after the United States and Is-
rael launched a joint military
strike on Iran, which later led
to restrictions on ships pass-
ing through the Strait of Hor-
muz. To reduce the impact on
restaurants, tea shops and

cloud kitchens, the state gov-
ernment will offer the power
subsidy for additional elec-
tricity consumed when they
switch from LPG to electric
cooking equipment. The sub-
sidy will continue during the
period of commercial LPG
restrictions.

The government has also
announced financial support
for Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises to purchase elec-
tric equipment such as stoves
and heaters. Under the Unem-
ployed Youth Employment
Generation Programme, en-
trepreneurs can receive a 25
percent subsidy up to %3.75
lakh. The Tamil Nadu Women
Entreprencurship Develop-
ment Scheme offers a similar
subsidy up to %2 lakh for
loans up to %10 lakh.

To ensure industries contin-
ue operations, factories that
normally use LPG or CNG
will be allowed to temporarily
use alternative fuels such as
kerosene, biomass and high-
speed diesel. Meanwhile, the
state assured that petrol and
diesel stocks are sufficient for
about one month and urged
people not to panic or rush to
fuel stations unnecessarily.
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6,000 kg Meth
worth Rs 36,000 cr

destroyed

SRIVIJAYA PURAM
The Andaman and Nico-
bar Police have de-
stroyed over 6,000 kg of
methamphetamine val-
ved at about Rs 36,000
crore in the international
market. Officials said
the disposal was carried
out in phases over nine
months, from June 26,
2025 to March 12, 2026.
The drugs were earlier
seized by the Indian
Coast Guard on Novem-
ber 23, 2024, after inter-
cepting a vessel with six
Myanmarese crew
members in Indian wa-
ters near the islands.
The meth, packed in
around 1,500 packets,
was later destroyed at
the INHS Dhanvantriin-
cineration facility in Min-
nie Bay under the super-
vision of a high-level
drug disposal commit-
tee and senior police
officials.

Lt Gen Syed Ata
Hasnain sworninas
Bihar Guv

PATNA
Lt Gen (Retd) Syed Ata
Hasnain was sworn in as
the Governor of Biharat a
ceremony held at Lok
Bhavan in Patna. Patna
High Court Chief Justice
Sangam Kumar Sahoo
administered the oath of
office and secrecy. The
event was attended by
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, members of his cabi-
net and several senior of-
ficials. Hasnain earlier
served as Military Secre-
tary of the Indian Army,
where he handled sen-
jor-level personnel man-
agement. Before that, he
commanded the Army’s
15 Corps in Jammu and
Kashmir. After retirement,
he remained active in
public life, serving as
Chancellor of the Central
University of Kashmir and
later as a member of the
National Disaster Man-
agement Authority.
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Spreading panic amid war:
Modi tears into Cong in Assam

He remarked that in such circumstances political parties are expected to act
responsibly, but alleged that the Congress had failed to rise to the occasion.

SILCHAR

Addressing a public rally in
Silchar, Assam, on Saturday,
Modi said the central govern-
ment is making efforts to re-
duce the impact of ongoing
wars in different parts of the
world on Indian citizens.

At the same time, he criti-
cised the Congress party, ac-
cusing it of acting irresponsi-
bly and trying to spread fear
among people.

Modi said that when the
world is facing conflicts, the
government’s priority is to
ensure that the lives of citi-
zens remain stable and secure.
However, he alleged that in-
stead of cooperating during
such times, the Congress par-
ty is trying to create panic by
spreading rumours and misin-
formation.

The Prime Minister also
criticised the Congress for its
past policies related to the
Northeast region. According
to him, the party ignored the
development needs of the re-
gion for many decades.

He said the Barak Valley
suffered due to decisions tak-
en during the time of indepen-
dence and partition, which cut
off the region’s access to the
sea.

Modi claimed that Barak
Valley was once known as a
strong industrial centre but
gradually lost its strength due
to lack of proper attention and
development under earlier
governments.

He said that even though
Congress ruled the country
for many years after indepen-
dence, the region did not re-
ceive the development it de-

served.

He further accused the Con-
gress of misleading the youth
of Assam in the past, pushing
them towards violence and
unrest. In contrast, he said the
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment is working to create
opportunities and bring stabil-
ity for young people in the
state.

Modi said the BJP believes
in focusing on areas that were
neglected earlier and aims to
bring development to every
region. During the event, he
also launched several devel-
opment projects worth Rs
23,550 crore as part of his
two-day visit to Assam ahead
of the upcoming assembly
elections.

O ibcworldnews.com

Modi launches Rs 18,680 cr
connectivity projects in Bengal

KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday unveiled
connectivity and infrastruc-
ture projects worth Rs
18,680 crore in West Ben-
gal, saying the state is play-
ing an important role in
India’s development.

During his visit to Kolk-
ata, the prime minister laid
the foundation stone for
five sections of the 231-km
four-lane Kharagpur—More-
gram economic corridor.
The corridor is expected to
shorten travel distance by
about 120 km and reduce
travel time by seven to
eight hours. The road will
pass through several dis-
tricts including Paschim
Medinipur, Bankura,
Hooghly, Purba Bardha-
man, Birbhum and Murshi-
dabad.

Officials said the corridor
will connect major national
highways such as NH-16,
NH-19, NH-14 and NH-12,
improving regional trans-

port and strengthening con-
nectivity across different
routes.

Modi also laid the foun-
dation stone for a 5.6-km
four-lane Dubrajpur Bypass
and new four-lane bridges
over the Kangshabati and
Shilabati rivers on NH-14.
These projects are expected
to improve traffic flow and
road safety in the region.

In the railway sector, the
prime minister flagged off
the Purulia—Anand Vihar
Terminal Express. He also
inaugurated six redevel-
oped railway stations under
the Amrit Station scheme,
including Kamakhyaguri,
Anara, Tamluk, Haldia,
Barabhum and Siuri.

Two railway projects
were also dedicated to the
nation. These include the
16-km third rail line be-
tween Belda and Dantan
and an automatic block sig-
nalling system between Ka-
laikunda and Kanimohuli
in the South Eastern Rail-
way zone.

Give BJP a chance to make
Punjab drug-free: Shah

MOGA

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday urged the
people of Punjab to support
the Bharatiya Janata Party in
the 2027 Assembly elections,
saying the party could help
make the state free from
drugs and corruption.

Speaking at a “Badlav” ral-
ly in Killi Chahlan village of
Moga district, Shah said Pun-
jab is currently facing several
challenges, including drug
abuse, increasing debt, reli-
gious conversions, corruption
and the growing influence of
gangsters. He also claimed
that many industries are mov-
ing out of the state due to the
present situation.

Shah strongly criticised the
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment led by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann. He alleged
that the administration is af-
fected by corruption and de-
scribed it as an “ATM” for
party chief Arvind Kejriwal.
According to him, the state
government has not been able
to resolve key problems faced
by the public.

The Union minister said
Punjab has already given op-

He conveyed that under
PM Modi’s leadership, the
BJP is equipped to
deliver Punjab from the
shackles of addiction,
financial disarray, and
lawlessness.

portunities to parties such as
Indian National Congress,
Shiromani Akali Dal and AAP
to govern the state. Now, he
said, people should give the
BJP a chance to bring change
and development.

He also pointed out that the
BJP earlier served as a junior
partner in the state govern-
ment with the Akali Dal, but
this time the party aims to
form its own government.

Shah added that under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the central govern-
ment has taken strong
steps such as scrapping
Article 370 of the Indi-
an Constitution and *
reducing Naxal vio-
lence, and similar  /
efforts could v
help tackle | ,jf |
the drug = K |

problem in 1 &SN/ | |

Punjab.

SHAH ATTACKS AAP
GOVTINPUNJAB
Chandigarh
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
criticised the Aam Aad-
mi Party government
in Punjab, accusing it
of pushing the state
into corruption, drugs
and crime. In a post on
X, Shah said people
of Punjab now want
“badlav” or change. He
alleged that the govern-
ment led by Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann had
failed to maintain law
and order and that de-
velopment had stalled.
Shah said he was eager
to meet people at the

BJP’s ‘Badlav’ rally in
. Moga. Therally is
| seen as the start of
' the Bharatiya Janata
Party campaign for
the 2027
. Assembly
§ elec-
Y./ . tions.

TVK rules out alliance
with NDA ahead polls

CHENNAI

The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-
am (TVK), led by ac-
tor-turned-politician Vijay, on
Saturday rejected reports sug-
gesting a possible alliance
with the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in Tamil
Nadu. Party leaders said the
reports about a potential elec-
toral pact were only media
speculation and had no basis.

TVK Joint General Secre-
tary C T R Nirmal Kumar
said there was no possibility
of an alliance with the NDA.
He stated that the party had
already declared the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) as its
ideological opponent. Nirmal
Kumar said rumours about
negotiations were spreading
through the media and social
media, and party members
should rely only on official
announcements.

He clarified that a virtual
meeting held with district sec-
retaries on March 13 was
meant to review the party’s
organisational strength and
discuss possible alliance strat-
egies, not negotiations with
the NDA. He also questioned
whether the BJP would accept
Vijay as the chief ministerial
candidate if such rumours

were true.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu
BJP president Nainar Nagen-
thran avoided giving a clear
answer when asked by report-
ers about talks with TVK. In-
stead, he said his focus was
on issues affecting people,
including law and order and
the safety of women in the
state.

According to sources in
TVK, district secretaries told
party General Secretary N
Anand during the virtual
meeting that the party’s
chances of victory could im-
prove if it contested elections
with allies. However, the
leadership has not announced
any formal alliance plans.

The developments come as
political parties in Tamil
Nadu begin preparing strate-
gies for the upcoming elec-
tions in the state.

Hasnain thanks PM
after Bihar oath

PATNA

Newly appointed Bihar Gov-
ernor Syed Ata Hasnain on
Saturday thanked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi after tak-
ing the oath of office at Lok
Bhavan in Patna.

Speaking to reporters after
the ceremony, Hasnain said
he felt honoured to be en-
trusted with the responsibili-
ty of serving the people of
Bihar. He expressed grati-
tude to the prime minister for
nominating him to the con-
stitutional post and said his
priority would be the welfare
and development of the state.

Hasnain also spoke about
the importance of democratic
values and public service. He
said India is a strong democ-
racy where governance is
centred on the needs of the
people. Referring to his ear-
lier role in Jammu and Kash-
mir, he said being known as
the “People’s General”
during his military service
there was a great honour, and
he hoped to bring the same
approach to his new role.

The former Army officer
arrived in Patna earlier in the
week and was welcomed by
senior administrative offi-
cials at the airport. His ap-
pointment has attracted at-
tention in political and ad-
ministrative circles.

Before becoming gover-
nor, Hasnain served nearly
four decades in the Indian
Army and held several im-
portant positions. Much of
his service involved handling
security challenges in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Apart from his military
duties, he was also known
for promoting social initia-
tives in the region, particu-
larly in areas such as educa-
tion, sports and youth em-
ployment. These efforts
aimed to encourage young
people to pursue positive op-
portunities and remain con-
nected with the national
mainstream.

Observers believe his
leadership experience and
people-focused approach
could bring a fresh perspec-
tive to governance in Bihar.

LPG crisis triggers migrant Worker exodus from Kerala

KOCHI

A severe LPG shortage in
Kerala has forced many
restaurants and hotels to shut
down, leading to a large num-
ber of migrant workers return-
ing to their home states ahead
of Ramzan and upcoming
elections.

Industry representatives
said many migrant workers
from West Bengal and Assam
have begun leaving early due
to a lack of work after restau-
rants closed. With Ramzan
approaching and assembly
elections due in their states,
many workers are choosing to
return home sooner than ex-
pected.

G Jayapal, state president
of the Kerala Hotel and
Restaurant Association, said
restaurant owners are trying

to keep their workers, fearing
they may not return until after
the elections. He said many
small restaurant operators are
struggling to retain staff when
their businesses remain closed
due to the LPG shortage.

Jayapal added that most ho-
tel and restaurant workers in
Kerala are migrants from oth-
er states. While some estab-
lishments are trying to use
alternative cooking fuels,
smaller outlets are finding it
difficult to continue opera-
tions.

According to Centre for
Migration and Inclusive De-
velopment official Binoy Pe-
ter, nearly half of Kerala’s
migrant workforce comes
from Assam and West Bengal.
He said many workers in the
hospitality sector have al-
ready started travelling home.

Train reservations to these
states are already full, with
long waiting lists reported.
Experts say the current move-
ment is also linked to workers
wanting to vote in the upcom-
ing assembly elections.

Labour suppliers say the
shortage has already begun

RARE PLANT REDISCOVERY

affecting workplaces. Shibin,
owner of KLR Facility, said
he earlier supplied 25 migrant
workers to a mall in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, but only five
remain now. He said compa-
nies are temporarily hiring
local workers until the situa-
tion improves.

Yogl attends
massive religious
gathering at
Songal

KAITHAL

A large number of saints and
devotees gathered in Songal
village for a major religious
event.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Satur-
day said a massive gathering
of saints and devotees had
assembled in Songal village
after many years, highlighting
the spiritual importance of the
place.

Addressing a Dharm Sabha
during a religious programme
in Songal village in Kaithal
district of Haryana, the chief
minister said he felt honoured
to attend the event and re-
ceive blessings from the
saints present there.

Yogi Adityanath described
the land of Songal as spiritu-
ally significant and said it had
played an important role in
preserving religious traditions
for generations. According to
him, gatherings of saints and
devotees help strengthen In-
dia’s spiritual and cultural
heritage.

He said such events also
bring together people from
different regions and promote
unity and harmony among
devotees.

The chief minister appreci-
ated the organisers and local
residents for arranging the
Dharm Sabha and Bhandara,
which saw participation from
many saints, spiritual leaders
and followers.

The programme included
religious discourses and a
community feast where devo-
tees joined prayers and spiri-
tual discussions. Yogi Aditya-
nath offered his respects to
the saints and emphasised the
importance of protecting and
promoting India’s rich spiritu-
al traditions.

Rare plant species rediscovered in AP after 189 years

ITANAGAR

Scientists from the Botanical
Survey of India have redis-
covered a rare plant species in
Arunachal Pradesh nearly 189
years after it was last record-
ed. The discovery was made
during a field survey in Lohit
district, officials said on Sat-
urday. The plant, known as
Henckelia monophylla, had
not been documented since
the early 19th century. Ex-
perts say the rediscovery is an
important addition to the bo-
tanical records of the Eastern

Himalayas and highlights the
rich biodiversity of the re-
gion.

Henckelia monophylla be-
longs to the Gesneriaceae
family and is a perennial herb
that usually grows in humid
forest environments. Plants of
the Henckelia genus generally
have upright or slightly creep-
ing stems and simple leaves
that are ovate or lance-
shaped. They produce flowers
in small clusters along the
stem, often with tubular or
funnel-shaped structures and
delicate colours.

The plant’s fruits develop
as elongated capsules that
contain many tiny seeds, al-
lowing the species to repro-
duce efficiently in favourable
ecological conditions. Bota-

nists say that such rediscover-
ies are rare and show the im-
portance of continuous scien-
tific surveys in remote forest
regions.

Researchers believe that
Arunachal Pradesh remains
one of India’s most important
biodiversity hotspots. The
state’s forests and mountains
are home to many unique
plant and animal species that
are still being studied and
documented by scientists.

Chief Minister Pema Khan-
du congratulated the research
team for the achievement. In

a message shared on X, he
said the rediscovery of
Henckelia monophylla after
nearly two centuries high-
lights the extraordinary natu-
ral wealth of the state.

Khandu added that such
scientific findings contribute
to global botanical knowledge
and also remind people about
the ecological treasures found
in Arunachal Pradesh. He also
extended his best wishes to
the scientists for their contin-
ued work in studying and
conserving the region’s
unique plant species.
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Ven students rake stir
beyond campus after
Maduro’s capture

SantiagodeLedénde
Caracas
For years, student ac-
tivism in Venezuela
carried significant
risks. Demonstrations
were largely confined
within university cam-
puses, where limited
autonomy offered a
degree of protection.
Those who attempted
to protest on public
streets faced the pos-
sibility of beatings, de-
tention or even worse
treatment by security
forces. International
bodies, including the
United Nations, have
previously condemned
the use of torture
against detainees in
the country, citing
methods such as elec-
tric shocks, asphyxia-
tion and sleep depriva-
tion. The atmosphere
began to change after
a U.S. military opera-
tion on January 3 that
captured Maduro and
transferred him to the
United States to face
criminal charges. The
operation triggered
political upheaval in-
side Venezuela and
opened space for re-
newed civic activism,
including protests led
by students and civil
society groups.

Explosionat Amsterdam
Jewishschool ‘a
deliberate attack’: Mayor

Amsterdam
According to local au-
thorities, the explosion

occurred at a Jewish
school located in an
upscale residential
neighbourhood in the
southern part of Am-
sterdam. The blast
damaged a rainpipe
and left burn marks on
the building’s exterior
wall, though the struc-
tural impact was rela-
tively limited. Femke
Halsema said the inci-
dent was being treated
with the utmost seri-
ousness by city officials
and law enforcement
agencies. She de-
scribed the explosion
as a deliberate act tar-
geting the Jewish com-
munity and stressed
that authorities would
take immediate steps
to strengthen security.
Following the attack,
the mayor announced
that security measures
at Jewish institutions
across the city would
be increased. These
measures are expected
to include additional
police patrols and en-
hanced monitoring
around schools, com-
munity centres and re-
ligious sites.
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US STRIKES MILITARY ASSETS ON

Tehran threatens to reduce US-linked oil facilities in the region to a

WASHINGTON

United States President Don-
ald Trump has said the coun-
try’s military bombed military
installations on Iran’s Kharg
island, warning the area’s crit-
ical oil facilities could be next
if Iran continues to block the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran, in turn, threatened on
Saturday to reduce US-linked
oil facilities to “a pile of ash-
es” if oil structures on the is-
land were attacked, as the
US-Israel war on Iran, now in
its punishing third week,
spilled over into a global oil
price crisis already in the
making.

US Central Command
spoke later in the day of what
it described as a large-scale

precision strike. “U.S. Forces
successfully struck more than
90 Iranian military targets,”
CENTCOM said.

State media outlet IRNA,
citing a senior provincial offi-

‘pile of ashes’ if oil structures on the island are a

cial, said exports from the is-
land were continuing normal-
ly despite the US attack.
Kharg island is where more
than 90 percent of Iran’s oil is
exported. Crude oil prices

ttacked.

have surged more than 40 per-
cent since the war began.

Trump said on Friday that
US forces had “totally obliter-
ated” all military targets on
Iran’s Kharg island oil export
hub, describing it in a social
media post as “one of the
most powerful bombing raids
in the History of the Middle
East”. He provided no evi-
dence of that.

The US president said he
had chosen not to “wipe out”
oil infrastructure on the Irani-
an island, for now.

“However, should Iran, or
anyone else, do anything to
interfere with the Free and
Safe Passage of Ships through
the Strait of Hormuz, 1 will
immediately reconsider this
decision,” he added.

China courts Paraguayan lawmakers as

Beijing see

PARAGUAY

Paraguayan opposition law-
maker Leidy Galeano said a
government-sponsored trip to
China last year left a lasting
impression on her, reinforcing
the idea that Paraguay could
be missing out on significant
economic opportunities by
maintaining diplomatic rela-
tions with Taiwan instead of
Beijing.

Galeano, a member of the
newly formed Yo Creo party,
was part of a delegation that
toured six Chinese cities on
what participants described as
an all-expenses-paid visit or-
ganized through the Chinese
consulate in Sdo Paulo.

Reflecting on the experi-
ence, Galeano said the scale

of development she witnessed
in China made her think about
similar possibilities for Para-
guay. She noted that Chinese
officials repeatedly empha-
sized the economic advantag-
es Paraguay might gain by
shifting its diplomatic stance
away from Taiwan.
According to individuals
familiar with the visits, the
trips included lavish banquets,
stays in luxury hotels, and
tours of prominent landmarks
such as the Great Wall. Some
Paraguayan lawmakers view
these invitations as part of a
coordinated campaign by Bei-
jing to cultivate political sup-
port in Paraguay and encour-
age a diplomatic switch.
Despite its relatively small
population of around 6.4 mil-

lion and its landlocked geog-
raphy, Paraguay holds strate-
gic importance in the geopo-
litical contest between China
and Taiwan. It remains Tai-
wan’s last diplomatically in
South America and one of
only 12 countries worldwide
that still formally recognize
Taipei.

A decision by Paraguay to
establish diplomatic relations
with Beijing would represent
a symbolic victory for China

ks to undermine Taiwan ties

in its long-running effort to
diplomatically isolate Taiwan,
which Beijing claims as its
own territory. Over the past
decade, several countries have
switched recognition from
Taipei to Beijing, shrinking
Taiwan’s list of allies.
China’s outreach to Para-
guay also reflects its broader
ambitions in Latin America, a
region where economic and
political influence has in-
creasingly become a point of
competition with the United
States. U.S. President Donald
Trump has emphasized main-
taining American leadership
in the Western Hemisphere,
setting the stage for a geopo-
litical tug-of-war over influ-
ence in countries like Para-

guay.

KHARG ISLAND OILEXPORTHUB

Iran drone strike
triggers blaze at
UAE’s Fujairah port

DUBAI

Industry and trade sources
said some oil-loading activi-
ties at Fujairah were halted
after the drone incident
caused a fire at the facility.

The suspension occurred
just hours after the United
States carried out strikes on
military targets at Iran’s
Kharg Island oil export termi-
nal, further intensifying ten-
sions between Washington
and Tehran.

In response to the U.S. at-
tack, Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards warned that Ameri-
can-linked assets in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates could be-
come legitimate targets.
These include ports, docks
and military facilities be-
lieved to be associated with
U.S. operations in the region.

Fujairah holds strategic im-
portance in global energy
markets. Located outside the
Strait of Hormuz, the emirate
serves as a major outlet for
the UAE’s Murban crude oil
exports. The terminal handles
about one million barrels of
Murban crude per day, equiv-
alent to roughly one percent
of global oil demand. Howev-
er, it remains unclear how sig-
nificantly the latest disruption
will affect overall oil ship-
ments from the facility.

According to officials from
Fujairah’s media office, the
fire broke out after debris fell
during the interception of a
drone. Authorities confirmed
that no injuries were reported
in the incident, though emer-

The suspension occurred
just hours after the
United States carried out
strikes on military targets
at Iran’s Kharg Island oil
export terminal.

gency teams responded quick-
ly to contain the blaze and
secure the affected area.

The attack comes during a
period of heightened instabil-
ity in global energy supply.
Earlier this week, the Interna-
tional Energy Agency warned
that the world could be facing
the largest oil supply crisis in
history due to the effective
closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz. The vital shipping route
along Iran’s coast has seen
severe disruptions since the
United States and Israel
launched airstrikes on Iranian
targets on February 28.

The escalating conflict has
already forced several oil-pro-
ducing countries in the re-
gion, including the UAE, to
scale back production. With
tensions continuing to rise,
markets are closely watching
developments in the Gulf,
where any further disruption
could have major conse-
quences for global energy
supply and prices.

N. Korea fires 10 ballistic missiles into
sea amid US-S. Korea military drills

YEONCHEON

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the missiles were
launched from an area near
the North Korean capital,
Pyongyang, at around 1:20
p.m. local time (0430 GMT).
The projectiles were fired to-
ward the sea off the country’s
east coast, a direction com-
monly used by North Korea
during weapons tests.

Japan’s coast guard also re-
ported detecting what it be-
lieved to be a ballistic missile
that landed in the sea. Accord-
ing to Japan’s public broad-
caster NHK, citing military
sources, the projectile ap-
peared to have fallen outside
Japan’s exclusive economic
zone, indicating no immediate
threat to Japanese territory.

The launches took place as
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U.S. and South Korean forc-
es continued their annual
large-scale military exercises
in South Korea. Washington
and Seoul describe the drills
as defensive in nature and in-
tended to strengthen their
readiness against potential
threats from North Korea.
However, Pyongyang has
historically criticized such
exercises, viewing them as
preparations for invasion and
often responding with missile
tests.

North Korea has conducted
a wide range of missile tests
over the past two decades as
part of its effort to develop
advanced weapons capable of
delivering nuclear warheads.
Analysts believe the country
has successfully developed
nuclear weapons and contin-
ues to improve its missile de-

livery systems.

Due to its nuclear and mis-
sile programs, North Korea
has been subject to multiple
sanctions imposed by the
United Nations Security
Council since 2006. These
sanctions were designed to
restrict the country’s access
to materials, technology and
financial resources that
could support its weapons
development.

Despite the economic pres-
sure created by these restric-
tions, Pyongyang has re-
mained defiant and continued
to pursue its military capabil-
ities. Saturday’s missile
launches underscore the per-
sistent security challenges in
the region, even as diplomatic
efforts and calls for dialogue
occasionally emerge from
both sides.

BEIJING'S ‘HARASSMENT

Russian missile strikes kill 4,
damage energy infra in Ukraine

KYIV

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said the primary
target of the strikes was energy
infrastructure in the Kyiv re-
gion. He added that the attacks
also damaged residential build-
ings, schools and businesses,
highlighting the continued
risks faced by civilians as the
conflict enters its fourth year.
According to Zelenskiy, the
assault extended beyond the
capital region and affected
several parts of the country,
including the Sumy, Kharkiv,
Dnipro and Mykolaiv regions.
The attack involved a massive
wave of around 430 drones
and 68 missiles launched
overnight by Russian forces.
Ukrainian air defence systems
managed to intercept and de-
stroy most of the incoming

projectiles, limiting the scale
of destruction in some areas.
Despite these interceptions,
the Kyiv region suffered casu-
alties and significant damage.
Mykola Kalashnyk, head of
the regional military adminis-
tration, confirmed that the four
fatalities occurred in the Kyiv
region. He also reported that at
least 15 people were wounded
and damage was recorded in
four separate districts.
Ukraine’s energy ministry
said the strikes and shelling
also disrupted electricity sup-
ply in several areas. Consum-
ers in six regions were left

without power following the
attacks on energy infrastruc-
ture and front-line locations,
further straining the country’s
already fragile power grid.

In a message posted on so-
cial media, Zelenskiy warned
that Russia may attempt to
take advantage of global geo-
political tensions to intensify
its attacks. He suggested that
developments in the Middle
East conflict could be used by
Moscow to divert international
attention while escalating mil-
itary operations in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian president
urged Kyiv’s allies to increase
the production and supply of
critical air defence systems
and weapons, stressing that
stronger defensive capabilities
are essential to protect civil-
ians and vital infrastructure
from ongoing Russian strikes.

Booming Taiwan can well afford
more military spending: Prez

CHIAYI

Speaking on Saturday during
an event marking the 30th an-
niversary of Taiwan’s first
direct presidential election,
Lai stressed that the island’s
booming economy provides
the financial capacity to sup-
port the eight-year defence
spending plan.

He said the additional fund-
ing is essential to improve
Taiwan’s military prepared-
ness in the face of increasing
pressure from China.

The proposed defence
package, however, has faced
obstacles in parliament, where
opposition parties hold a ma-
jority. Lawmakers from the
opposition bloc argue that the
government has not provided
enough details about how the
funds would be spent and
have warned they will not ap-
prove what they describe as
blank cheques.

Despite the political debate,

Lai reiterated his administra-
tion’s determination to safe-
guard Taiwan’s sovereignty
and democratic system. He
noted that the anniversary of
Taiwan’s first direct presiden-
tial election is a reminder of
the island’s democratic prog-
ress and the external pressures
it has faced over the years.

That election in 1996 came
during a period of intense ten-
sions across the Taiwan Strait
when China fired missiles
into nearby waters in an at-
tempt to influence the vote.
The incident highlighted Bei-
jing’s opposition to Taiwan’s
democratic system and its
claim over the island.

Lai said the defence plan
also reflects the evolving glob-

al security framework, point-
ing to the United States’ na-
tional security strategy, which
emphasizes collective defence
and burden-sharing among al-
lies and partners. Taiwan’s
strengthened military capabil-
ities, he suggested, would con-
tribute to regional stability.

Taiwan’s economic perfor-
mance has provided strong
backing for the government’s
argument that such spending
is manageable. The island is a
global technology power-
house and the dominant pro-
ducer of advanced semicon-
ductors, a sector that has
surged due to rising global
demand for artificial intelli-
gence technologies.

Driven by this tech boom,
Taiwan’s economy recorded
its fastest growth in 15 years
in 2025, strengthening the
government’s position that the
country has the financial re-
sources to invest significantly
in national defence.

Prince Harry spokesperson
brands new biography a
‘deranged conspiracy’

LONDON

The claims appear in a new
book by royal biographer
Tom Bower, extracts of which
were published in The Times.

Bower, known for writing
several biographies about the
British royal family, describes
growing tensions within the
monarchy following the
high-profile 2018 wedding of
Harry and Meghan.

According to the book,
members of the royal family
became concerned about the
influence Meghan had on Har-
ry. Bower alleges that Camilla,
Harry’s stepmother and the
wife of King Charles 111, once
told a friend that Meghan had
brainwashed Harry. However,
Harry’s spokesperson swiftly
dismissed the claims, describ-
ing them as unfounded and
conspiratorial.

Harry and Meghan, known
as the Duke and Duchess of
Sussex, stepped back from

L)

their official royal duties in
2020 and relocated to Califor-
nia in the United States. Their
departure marked a major
turning point in their relation-
ship with the royal family and
has since been followed by a
series of public disagreements,
interviews and media reports
detailing internal tensions.

Bower’s book suggests that
the rift between the couple
and the rest of the royal fam-
ily began shortly after their
wedding. It claims that Har-
ry’s older brother, Prince Wil-
liam, and his wife Catherine,
Princess of Wales were partic-
ularly concerned about
Meghan’s influence and saw
her as a potential threat to
family unity.
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India’s $250 millionline |
of credit helps boost
yields at Kenya farms

New Delhi
Precision agriculture is help-
ing millions of Kenyan small
land holders boost yields as

the country cuts fertiliser
waste and spot nutrient
gaps through satellite data,
drones and Al tools, a new
report has said, adding that
a $250 million line of credit
from India routed via EXIM
Bank for hand tractors and
smart irrigation is the
game-changer for the coun-
try. An opinion piece from
India Narrative, written by a
Kenyan agronomist, said
that satellite data from the
Kenya Space Agency ena-
bles farmers to “monitor soil
humidity, spot nutrient gaps
and pinpoint pests with ac-
curacy, cutting water and
fertiliser waste by up to 30
per cent.”

China fuel export halt
raises concerns over Aus
aviation fuel supply

Beijing
Australia’s vulnerability to
liquid fuel shortages and
price spikes has intensified
after reports that China has
asked its oil refiners to halt
fuel exports, raising con-
cerns over aviation fuel
supplies and potential dis-
ruptions to flight opera-
tions, according to a new
report. The Conversation
said in its report that devel-
opment comes amid con-
tinuing uncertainty over the
Iran conflict and its impact
on global oil supplies. The
Australian Financial Review
reported that China had no-
tified refiners to stop fuel
exports, casting doubt over
at least two cargo ship-
ments bound for Australia,
it said. At the same time,
two transport ships were
reportedly blown up in the
Strait of Hormuz, increasing
the likelihood that vessels
may avoid the passage
while the conflict continues.

S. Korea, Japan to hold
policy dialogue on
trade, supply chain

Seoul
South Korea and Japan
agreed on Saturday to es-
tablish a regular communi-
cation channel between
their industry ministries to
better manage various
trade, economic security
and supply chainissues,
Seoul’s industry ministry
said. The agreement was
made at a meeting between
South Korean Industry Min-
ister Kim Jung-kwan and his
Japanese counterpart, Ryo-
sei Akazawa, held on the
sidelines of the inaugural In-
do-Pacific energy security
ministerial meeting in Tokyo,
according to the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Re-
sources. The two countries
will comprehensively moni-
tor and manage various
economic issues, including
trade cooperation, econom-
ic security, supply chains
and mineral resources,
through the envisioned poli-
cy dialogue amid a rapidly
shifting global trade and ge-
opolitical environment, the
ministry explained
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Centre warns against storing
petrol in loose containers

NEW DELHI

In a post on social media plat-
form X, the ministry stated
that there is no shortage of
fuel and that all petrol pumps
across India currently have
adequate stocks.

It emphasized that petrol
and diesel are readily avail-
able at retail outlets nation-
wide and that supplies are
being maintained regularly by
oil marketing companies.

The ministry also cautioned
consumers against storing
fuel in loose containers or
other inappropriate vessels,
highlighting that such practic-
es can pose serious safety
risks. Officials stressed that
petrol and diesel are highly
flammable substances and
must only be handled and
stored using approved con-
tainers and safety protocols.

According to the ministry,
an incident recently came to
light at a retail outlet in Tamil

Nadu where petrol was re-
portedly dispensed into a
loose container. Authorities
said this practice is unsafe
and strictly against safety
guidelines followed at fuel
stations.

Following the incident, the
petrol pump involved has
been suspended and appropri-
ate action has been initiated
against those responsible. The
ministry reiterated that fuel
dispensing norms are de-
signed to ensure the safety of

both consumers and petrol
pump staff, and any deviation
from these guidelines will not
be tolerated.

Authorities have also di-
rected all petrol pump opera-
tors and dealers across the
country to strictly adhere to
prescribed safety standards
while dispensing fuel. The
ministry warned that viola-
tions of safety norms will at-
tract strict action, including
suspension or cancellation of
operating licenses.

The govt issued advi-
sory, stating there is
adequate availability of
petrol and diesel and
urged consumers not to
engage in unsafe stor-
age practices
assured that petrol and
diesel are sufficiently
available at retail outlets
across the country and
urged consumers not
to store fuel in loose or
inappropriate containers
due to safety concerns.

Earlier, the government had
also appealed to the public to
avoid panic buying of petrol,
diesel, or LPG, reiterating that
adequate stocks of fuel are
available across the country.
Officials clarified that there
have been no reports of fuel
dry-outs at any of the nearly
one lakh retail outlets operated
by oil marketing companies.

Iran allows Indian ships to pass through
Strait of Hormuz, envoy cites historic ties

TEHRAN

Speaking at the India Today
Conclave in New Delhi,
Ambassador Mohammad
Fathali confirmed that Ira-
nian authorities had allowed
Indian ships to transit the
key maritime route amid
heightened tensions in
West Asia. However, he de-
clined to disclose operation-
al details such as the num-
ber of vessels granted pas-
sage or the duration of the
arrangement.

“Yes, we have allowed,
but let me not tell you how
many. As an Ambassador of
Iran to India, I will follow
this issue in the future as
well because Iran and India
have historical relations. Of
course, as an Ambassador, [
have done my best. There
was some delay, but it hap-
pened,” Fathali said while
responding to questions
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about the movement of Indi-
an vessels through the strait.

His remarks come amid
reports that two Indian lig-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG)
tankers have already been
permitted to cross the Strait
of Hormuz despite the ongo-
ing regional conflict. The
two vessels—Shivalik and
Nanda Devi—are currently
en route to India and are ex-
pected to arrive in the coun-
try within the next few days.
Both ships are owned by the
state-run Shipping Corpora-
tion of India Limited.

The Strait of Hormuz is
one of the world’s most stra-
tegically significant mari-

time passages, serving as a
critical chokepoint for glob-
al energy trade. Nearly 20
percent of the world’s oil
and gas exports pass through
this narrow waterway con-
necting the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and
the Arabian Sea.

Following the safe transit
of the two LPG carriers,
several more tankers are re-
portedly awaiting clearance
to pass through the con-
flict-affected region after
Iran granted safe passage to
Indian-flagged vessels. Re-
liable sources indicated that
more shipments may soon
cross the strait under similar
arrangements.

During his address, Am-
bassador Fathali also de-
fended Iran’s decision to
target US military bases in
several Gulf countries. He
claimed that a Tomahawk
missile, allegedly launched

from a US base in the re-
gion, had struck a girls’
school in Iran, resulting in
the deaths of around 170
students.

“We have announced that
you will not actually be
touched... Your assets, what-
ever you have inside your
country. But we asked them
what we should do when
one of our schools, includ-
ing the children, was hit by
American Tomahawk mis-
siles,” the envoy said. He
added that while Iran re-
spects neighbouring coun-
tries, it would respond
by targeting American bases
in the region if attacks
continue.

The developments come
amid escalating tensions in
West Asia, raising concerns
about the safety of interna-
tional shipping routes and
the stability of global energy
supplies.
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FTAs

with targeted
partners drive
92% trade growth

NEW DELHI

The report highlighted that
India’s trade growth with
FTA partners has far out-
paced its overall merchan-
dise trade growth with the
rest of the world, which in-
creased by 41.5% during the
same period.

Analysts attribute this
surge to India’s shift from a
traditionally defensive trade
policy to a more growth-ori-
ented strategy focused on
countries with strong trade
complementarities.

According to the report,
India’s recent trade agree-
ments are not speculative
deals but are based on exist-
ing and rapidly expanding
trade corridors that gained
momentum during the post-
COVID economic recovery.
“India’s recent FTAs are not
speculative exercises. They
are rooted in trade corridors
that were already growing
rapidly during the post-
COVID recovery,” the report
noted.

The study also forecasts
that India’s trade with coun-
tries with which it has
signed FTAs since 2021 is
expected to more than dou-
ble by 2030. This projected
growth will likely be driven
by deeper tariff reductions,
improved services provi-
sions, and increasing invest-
ments that could expand
productive capacity across

multiple sectors.

India’s trade strategy has
increasingly focused on
partners where economic in-
terests are aligned, logistics
networks are efficient, and
trade complementarities al-
ready exist. Instead of creat-
ing entirely new trade rela-
tionships, New Delhi
has prioritised strengthening
ties with countries where bi-
lateral trade was already
expanding.

As a result, the share of
FTA partners in India’s total
trade basket has risen sig-
nificantly—from about 11—
12 per cent in FY21 to near-
ly 16.5 per cent in FY25.
The report described this
shift as a deliberate strategy
to prioritise economies with
high trade intensity and
strong alignment with In-
dia’s strengths in sectors
such as manufacturing, ener-
gy processing, pharmaceuti-
cals, services, and invest-
ment-led growth.

The report also highlight-
ed the importance of India’s
FTA with the United King-
dom signed in 2025. The
agreement has improved
market access for Indian
businesses, addressed barri-
ers in services and profes-
sional mobility, and
strengthened investment
linkages in areas such as
technology, finance, ad-
vanced manufacturing, and
clean energy.

Akasa Air joins airlines imposing fuel
surcharge amid Middle East crisis

NEW DELHI

After Air India and IndiGo,
Akasa Air on Saturday intro-
duced a fuel surcharge on its
flights, following a rise in avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) pric-
es amid evolving geopolitical
developments in the Middle
East.

In a post on X, the airline
said the surcharge will range
from Rs 199 to Rs 1,300
across.its.domestic.and. inter=
national routes.

The surcharge will apply to
all bookings made from 12:01
am on March 15, 2026, while
tickets booked before that
time will not be affected.

“Given this impact, Akasa
Air will introduce a fuel sur-
charge ranging from Rs 199
to Rs 1,300 on our domestic
and international routes for all
bookings made with effect

AHMEDABAD

The newly-commissioned
Haldia Bulk Terminal has been
designed to handle dry bulk
cargo with an annual capacity
of 4 million metric tonnes per
annum (MMTPA). Located on
the Hooghly River, the fully
automated terminal features
direct rail connectivity, repre-
senting a major upgrade for
bulk cargo movement through
India’s eastern ports.
Developed as a next-gener-
ation facility, the terminal in-
troduces full mechanisation
and advanced automation sys-
tems aimed at improving op-
erational efficiency and re-

ducing cargo losses. Accord-
ing to Ashwani Gupta,
Whole-time Director and
CEO of Adani Ports and Spe-
cial Economic Zone Ltd (AP-
SEZ), the project is expected
to modernise bulk cargo han-
dling in the region.

“The Haldia Bulk Terminal
is a next generation facility
that brings full mechanisation
and direct rail evacuation to

from 00:01 hours on March
15, 2026, the airline said.

The carrier added that the
fuel surcharge will be charged
on a per-sector basis and will
vary depending on the dura-
tion of the flight.

Akasa Air said the decision
comes as aviation turbine fuel
prices have risen significantly
due to geopolitical develop-
ments in the Middle East.
Fuel accounts for a substantial
share of airline operating
costs and directly affects in-
dustry-wide expenses.

Despite the increase, the
airline said it remains fo-
cused on maintaining effi-
cient operations and compet-
itive fares.

“At Akasa Air, we remain
focused on offering warm and
efficient customer service, re-
liable operations and afford-
able fares while maintaining

_ NEKTGENTERMINAL
PM Modi Inaugurates Adani’s Haldia Bulk

the Hooghly. By eliminating
jetty dumping and lowering
cargo loss through advanced
automated systems, we are
ensuring cleaner, safer and
more sustainable operations,”
Gupta said.

He added that the terminal
will play a critical role in
strengthening industrial sup-
ply chains across eastern In-
dia, particularly in West Ben-
gal, Odisha, and Jharkhand.
The project aligns with Prime
Minister Modi’s broader vi-
sion of lowering logistics
costs through modern multi-
modal infrastructure.

The east coast currently ac-
counts for nearly 60 per cent

the highest standards of oper-
ational efficiency,” the airline
said.

The airline added that it
will continue to closely mon-
itor the operating environ-
ment and review the fuel sur-
charge periodically.

Meanwhile, IndiGo on Fri-
day announced a fuel sur-
charge on both domestic and
international flight tickets
starting March 14. In a state-
ment, the airline said the sur-
charge will range between Rs
425 and Rs 2,300 depending
on the route.

Earlier, Air India and Air
India Express also an-
nounced the introduction of a
fuel surcharge on flight tick-
ets. According to the airline
group, a fuel surcharge of Rs
399 per ticket on domestic
flights came into effect from
March 12.

Sharp fuel price hike in Pak turns painful
for millions ahead of Eid

LAHORE

The sharp increase in fuel
prices in Pakistan are turning
painful during Ramadan,
when household budgets are
already under strain because
the rise in the prices of basic
necessities disproportionately
affects middle-class families,
according to a new report.

The sharp Rs 55 per litre
increase in fuel prices is
sending ripple effects across
the country, raising transpor-
tation costs, driving up food
prices and putting additional
burden on households during
the holy month, said the
Dawn report.

“The timing of the increase
has, therefore, intensified
public anger. Ramadan is tra-
ditionally a period when gov-
ernments are expected to pro-
vide relief through targeted
support for essential goods.

Instead, households are con-
fronting a cost shock that is
quickly eroding purchasing
power just as families begin
planning for Eid expenses,”
the report lamented.

Moreover, the price hike
impact is particularly severe
for millions of daily wage
earners and gig workers
whose incomes are modest
and uncertain.

Pakistan’s heavy depen-
dence on imported fuel makes
domestic prices highly vul-
nerable to international
shocks.

“Fuel prices are never an
isolated economic phenome-
non. In an import-dependent
economy like Pakistan’s, they
act as a powerful transmission
channel through which cost
pressures spread across al-
most every sector,” said the
report.

Transport fares have begun

rising across cities within
hours of the announcement.
For millions who rely on pub-
lic transport or motorcycles to
commute to work, this trans-
lates into an unavoidable in-
crease in daily expenses.

The report further stated
that households in Pakistan
are confronting a cost shock
that is quickly eroding pur-
chasing power just as families
begin planning for Eid ex-
penses.

In Peshawar, the petrol and
diesel price hike has pushed
up commodity prices and in-
ter-city travel costs, while pe-
troleum dealers report a no-
ticeable decline in fuel sales.

Meanwhile, in Karachi, the
increase in petroleum prices
has pushed up transport fares
across several modes of trav-
el, putting further pressure on
already strained household
budgets.

of India’s dry bulk imports,
including key raw materials
such as coal, bauxite, and
limestone. Given its strategic
location, Haldia serves as one
of the most efficient maritime
entry points for industries
such as steel, aluminium, and
power generation across the
eastern region.

Industry officials believe
the additional cargo-handling
capacity will significantly re-
duce logistics costs and turn-
around times for these sec-
tors, improving the supply of
critical raw materials to in-
dustrial hubs.

The terminal has been de-
veloped within the Haldia

Terminal

Dock Complex (HDC) of Sya-
ma Prasad Mookerjee Port in
Kolkata under a 30-year con-
cession agreement using the
Design, Build, Finance, Oper-
ate and Transfer (DBFOT)
model. The project was under-
taken by HDC Bulk Terminal
Ltd and completed within its
planned construction timeline,
beginning on July 14, 2023
and reaching commissioning
readiness this year.

As part of the project, Adani
Ports installed a 2,000-tonne
Railway Wagon Loading Sys-
tem (RWLS) and developed a
1.54-kilometre dedicated rail-
way line to enable direct ship-
to-train cargo evacuation.

I-T Dept urges taxpayers to
ignore erroneous ‘significant
transactions’ emails

NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Department on Saturday asked taxpayers to
ignore certain emails containing incorrect information about
“significant transactions” sent during the ongoing Advance Tax
e-Campaign for assessment year (AY) 2026-27. In a post on X,
the department said it received reports from taxpayers that some
emails included inaccurate transaction details. Acknowledging
the issue, the department apologised for the inconvenience and
thanked taxpayers for flagging the problem. Officials said the
matter is being addressed with the service provider responsible
for the communication system. Until the issue is resolved, tax-
payers have been advised to ignore the earlier email communi-
cation related to the Advance Tax e-Campaign for AY 2026-27.
The department clarified that such messages are only facilitative
reminders for taxpayers to review financial information and
ensure advance tax compliance. Taxpayers can verify their
transaction details through the e-Campaign tab on the Compli-
ance Portal available on the Income Tax e-Filing Portal.
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Teenager becomes first North
East chess grandmaster

Sixteen-year-old Mayank Chakraborty from Assam becomes
India’s 94th Grandmaster, first from the North East region

CHENNAI

History was written on the
chessboard as sixteen-year-
old Mayank Chakraborty of-
ficially became India’s 94th
Grandmaster. Hailing from
Assam, the young prodigy has
achieved a monumental mile-
stone by becoming the first
player from the North East
region to earn the prestigious
title. His journey to the top
culminated in a brilliant per-
formance at the Young Talents
tournament held in Sweden,
where he dominated a field of

international competitors.
Mayank secured his final
requirement for the title with
one round still to play. He
clinched the status after de-
feating Philip Lindgren in the
eighth round, showing nerves
of steel far beyond his years.
Not only did he earn the title,
but he also went on to win the
entire tournament outright.
Finishing with seven points
out of nine, he ended a full
point ahead of his closest ri-
vals from England and Nor-
way. His live rating has now
surged past the 2500 mark,

proving his elite status.

The chess world is buzzing
over Mayank’s "performance
rating" of 2670 during the

event, a score that reflects
world-class play. This
achievement is a proud mo-
ment for Indian sports, high-
lighting the growing talent
emerging from every corner
of the country. By breaking
barriers for the North East,
Mayank has turned into an
overnight inspiration for thou-
sands of aspiring players in
his home state. As he returns
to India, the teenager carries
not just a trophy, but the
dreams of a region finally
represented at the highest lev-
el of chess.
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WITH BOLD NEW THREADS

KOLKATA

The Kolkata Knight Riders
are bringing their storied past
to life this season. The three-
time champions just revealed
their fresh jersey for the 2026
IPL, and it is much more than
just a uniform. Titled "Lines
of Legacy," the new look uses
the team’s classic purple and
gold to tell a deeper story.
Every stripe on the fabric
represents a famous moment
from the team’s history. Fans
will see artistic nods to Bren-
don McCullum’s wild 158-

run knock from the very first
IPL game in 2008. There is
also a tribute to Rinku Singh’s
incredible five sixes in a sin-
gle over, a feat that still feels
like magic. When you look
closely, these special lines
curve and blend together to
form the letters KKR in a
modern, abstract style.

CEO Venky Mysore ex-
plained that this design lets
supporters literally wear the
team’s greatest memories on
their sleeves. To get everyone
talking, the club launched a
funny social media film called

"Kya Line Hai?" featuring ac-
tor Rajat Bedi and comedian
Anirban Dasgupta. The video
uses local humor to connect
with the heart of Kolkata’s
passionate cricket fans.

By turning history into fash-
ion, the franchise is bridging
the gap between its legends and
the new generation of players.
As the purple brigade prepares
for another big season, this jer-
sey serves as a powerful re-
minder of the brilliance and
grit that defined them. It is not
just gear; it is a celebration of
every roar from the stands.

Soukouna strikes late to grab dramatic win

JAIPUR

Rajasthan United FC finally
tasted victory in the 2025-26
I-League season after a
nail-biting 3-2 win over Nam-
dhari Sports Academy at Vid-
hyadhar Nagar Stadium kept
fans on the edge of their seats
until the very last second.
French star Amadou Soukou-
na became the hero of the
hour, scoring a clinical winner
during injury time to break
the deadlock.

The home side started with
high energy and found their
rhythm early. In the 13th min-
ute, Soukouna pounced on a
defensive mistake following a
long ball to slot home the
opener. Rajasthan looked
comfortable and doubled their
lead in the 57th minute. This

time, Pedro Astray was the
quickest to react, calmly tuck-
ing away a rebound inside the
box. At 2-0, the game seemed
safely tucked away for the
hosts.

However, Namdhari staged
a brave late comeback that
stunned the local crowd.
Manvir Singh sparked hope in
the 83rd minute by beating
the offside trap to score.
Just as the clock hit
the 90-minute
mark, Najib Ibra-
him found the
net to level the /
game at 2-2. It
felt like a
heartbreaking
draw for Ra-
jasthan, but )
Soukouna had
other plans. In

Triple jumpers take center
stage in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

The National Open Jumps
Competition is set to electrify
Bengaluru, with the men’s tri-
ple jump taking the spotlight.
As the first major track and
field event of the 2026 sea-
son, the meet serves as a vital
proving ground for athletes
eyeing the Commonwealth
and Asian Games. While
some big names have with-
drawn, the field remains
packed with elite talent ready
to soar at the Anju Bobby
High Performance Centre.

National record holder
Praveen Chithravel is the man
to watch. Having leaped a
massive 17.37 meters previ-
ously, he enters the competi-
tion as the heavy favorite. He
faces stiff competition from
Abdulla Aboobacker, the
2022 Commonwealth Games
silver medalist. However, the
triple jump field is missing
defending champion Eldhose
Paul, who is currently recov-
ering from knee surgery.
Their rivalry is expected to be
the highlight of the two-day
event.

The long jump category
saw a string of last-minute ex-

a final surge during stoppage
time, he rose highest to head
home the winning goal.

This vital victory pushes
Rajasthan United up to fourth
place in the standings with
four points. Meanwhile,
Namdhari remains in ninth
place. It was a classic display
of grit and never-say-die spir-

it from the Jai-

pur-based
* ' club.

Iconic cricket
duo celebrates
twenty five years

NEW DELHI

It has been exactly twen-
ty-five years since cricket his-
tory changed forever at Eden
Gardens. To mark this mas-
sive anniversary, batting leg-
end VVS Laxman shared a
heartfelt tribute to his partner,
Rahul Dravid. He posted a
classic photo online, remem-
bering their incredible stand
against Australia in 2001.
Laxman called it a career-de-
fining moment built on pure
faith and teamwork.

Back then, India faced a
terrifying Australian side led
by Steve Waugh. The visitors
had won sixteen matches in a
row and seemed unstoppable.
After India was forced to fol-
low on in Kolkata, the situa-
tion looked hopeless. That is
when Laxman and Dravid
stepped onto the crease and
stayed there. Together, they
put up a staggering 376-run
partnership that stunned the
world’s best bowling attack.

Laxman played a master-
piece, scoring 281 runs, while
Dravid fought hard for a grit-
ty 180. What makes this story
truly human is the physical
pain they endured. Dravid
was battling a viral fever, and
Laxman was struggling with
a severe back injury. Despite
the exhaustion, they batted
through an entire day without
losing a single wicket. Their
bravery wore down the Aus-
tralians and allowed India to
declare.

In the final act, Harbhajan
Singh and Sachin Tendulkar
took crucial wickets to seal a
miracle win. Today, that
match is still whispered about
as the greatest comeback in
Test history. It reminds every
fan that no matter how dark
the scoreboard looks, patience
and a good friend can turn the
tide of any game.

Amateur star Lavanya
Gupta wins golf title

GURUGRAM

2

its. High-profile stars like
Shaili Singh and Jeswin Al-
drin opted out earlier, but the
biggest blow came when Mu-
rali Sreeshankar withdrew
due to viral fever. The
26-year-old now hopes to re-
turn for the Indian Athletics
Series in April. Despite these
absences, fans can still cheer
for high jump ace Sarvesh
Anil Kushare and pole vault
sensation Dev Meena, who
recently pushed the national
record to 5.40 meters.

For these athletes, every
centimeter counts. This meet
is not just about medals; it is
about finding the rhythm
needed for a grueling interna-
tional calendar. Bengaluru’s
thin air and passionate crowd
provide the perfect backdrop
for these stars to begin their
journey toward global glory.

In a stunning display of skill,
amateur golfer Lavanya Gup-
ta outshined the professionals
to win the fifth leg of the
Women’s Pro Golf Tour.
Competing at the prestigious
DLF Golf and Country Club,
the young talent maintained
her composure through three
tough rounds. She finished
with a total score of 1-over
217, securing a dominant
five-shot victory. Her consis-
tent play throughout the week
proved that she belongs
among the very best in the
sport.

The final day was far from
easy, as difficult course con-
ditions tested every player's
nerves. Lavanya started her
round with six straight pars,
showing great discipline.
Even after a double bogey on
the tenth hole, she did not
panic. Instead, she stayed
calm and leaned on her steady
technique to protect her lead.
While her rivals struggled to
keep up, Lavanya’s ability to
bounce back from mistakes
was the key to her success on
the green.

Professional golfers Durga

%
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Nittur and Jasmine Shekar
both finished tied for second
place with a score of 6-over
222. Both players had strong
starts but unfortunately lost
momentum during the final
stretch of the match. Mean-
while, seasoned pro Aman-
deep Drall took the fourth
spot. The tournament featured
57 talented participants com-
peting for a total prize purse
of Rs 18 lakh. With this win,
the amateur star has sent a
clear message to the field. The
tour now moves to the Jaypee
Wishtown Golf Course, where
the next exciting battle begins
on March 17.
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JAIPUR POLO
team gallops
into major final ,

JAIPUR

The Jaipur Polo Team continued their in-
credible winning streak by crushing
Jaigarh 6-2 in the Shree Cement Cup
semi-final. From the very first whistle
at the pitch, Jaipur displayed a master-
class in riding and clinical finishing.
Maharaja Sawai Padmanabh Singh was
the undisputed star of the show, firing =
in four goals to take his tournament |
total to ten. His teammate, Kr. Pratap |
Singh Kanota, set the pace early by |
opening the scoring and adding anoth-
er to complete the dominant tally.

By the end of the first chukker, Jaipur had already
raced to a 3-0 lead, leaving their opponents strug-
gling to find any rhythm. Their superior teamwork
and passing kept the pressure high, stretching the
advantage to a massive 5-0 by halftime. Jaigarh at-
tempted a brave comeback in the third period, show-
ing more urgency and better coordination to find the
net twice. However, Jaipur’s defensive press re-
mained solid, ensuring they kept a comfortable four-
goal cushion heading into the final stages of the

match.

The closing minutes were a controlled affair as
Jaipur focused on keeping possession to protect their
lead. This victory puts the team on the brink of their
tenth trophy of an extraordinary season. Just days
ago, they clinched their ninth title by narrowly de-
feating Krishna Polo 6-5.5 in the SMS Gold Vase
final. As they prepare for the ultimate showdown, the
Jaipur squad looks unstoppable. Fans are now eager-
ly waiting to see if they can reach that historic dou-

ble-digit trophy mark.

.do

Jaipur Polo Team
minated Jaigarh 6-2 in
Shree Cement Cup semi-
final, led by Maharaja
Sawai Padmanabh Singh,
staying on course for a
historic tenth trophy
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Alcaraz shines as Svitolina

stuns tennis world

The Indian Wells Open reached a
fever pitch as the world’s top
tennis stars collided in a series
V' of high-stakes matches. World
number one Carlos Alcaraz led
the charge, delivering a master-
class performance to secure his
— | spot in the semi-finals. The
: Spanish sensation dispatched
Britain’s Cameron Norrie in
© straight sets, winning 6-3, 6-4.
\ Alcaraz showed incredible
., poise, controlling every rally
/ and playing with massive con-
fidence during the most critical
. moments of the game.
He is now set for a blockbuster
semi-final clash against former
champion Daniil Medvedev. The

Russian star earned
his place by de-

feating Jack
&) Draper 6-1, 7-5.
/ Meanwhile,
Germany’s Alex-
ander Zverev and

Italy’s Jannik Sinner also moved
forward. Sinner was particularly
dominant, crushing American
Learner Tien 6-1, 6-2 to round out
a star-studded men’s final four.

The women’s draw provided
even more drama as Elina Svitoli-
na pulled off a massive upset. She
defeated former world number one
Iga Swiatek in a thrilling three-set
battle that ended 6-2, 4-6, 6-4.
While top seed Aryna Sabalenka
managed to survive a tough chal-
lenge from Canada’s Victoria
Mboko, the spotlight remained on
Svitolina’s grit. Other winners in-
cluded Linda Noskova and Elena
Rybakina, who both showed cham-
pionship form.

This tournament has been full of
surprises, starting earlier this week
when Jack Draper shocked the leg-
endary Novak Djokovic. As the
semi-finals approach, the energy in
California is electric, with fans ea-
ger to see if the young guns can
keep up this incredible momentum
toward the trophy.

HYDERABAD

The Indian women’s hockey
team has marched into the
grand final of the FIH World
Cup Qualifiers after a gritty
performance. Playing at the
G.M.C. Balayogi Ground, the
home heroes secured a hard-
fought 1-0 victory over a
stubborn Italian side. The
match remained a tense dead-
lock for the first half, with
India creating several scoring
chances through penalty cor-
ners. Captain Salima Tete and
star forward Navneet Kaur
kept the Italian defense under
constant pressure throughout
the opening periods.

The breakthrough finally
arrived in the 40th minute
when Manisha Chauhan
found the back of the net. Her
clinical strike proved to be the
winner, sparking celebrations
across the stadium. India will
now face England in the tour-
nament's final match. England
earned their spot earlier in the

2-0, thanks to goals from Lot-
tie Bingham and Darcy
Bourne. Both teams are now
eyeing the championship tro-
phy in what promises to be an
electric showdown between
two top-tier international ri-
vals.

In the classification match-
es for lower rankings, Uru-
guay dominated Austria with
a convincing 3-0 win. Manu-
ela Vilar opened the scoring

early, while Teresa Viana add-
ed a double to seal the result.
Meanwhile, Wales pulled off
a tight 2-1 victory against
South Korea, led by two cru-
cial goals from their captain,
Elizabeth Bingham. As the
tournament reaches its cli-
max, all eyes are on the Indi-
an Eves. They have shown
incredible heart and defensive
discipline, proving they are
ready to fight for the ultimate
glory on home soil.

Brijesh and Hack grasp lead in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD

The leaderboard is tightening
up at the Kalhaar Blues and
Greens Golf Club as the In-
dorama Ventures Open hits
its midpoint. Brijesh Kumar
and American pro Jhared
Hack moved into a shared
lead after a gripping second
round. Both golfers sit at
seven-under 137, showing
remarkable consistency un-
der pressure. Brijesh climbed
the ranks with a solid
three-under 69, while Hack

stayed steady with a two-un-
der 70 to keep his nose in
front alongside his rival.
Brijesh provided the high-
light of the day on the very
last hole. After a round fea-
turing five birdies, he sank a
spectacular 20-foot putt on
the 18th to finish with a
flourish. His calm approach
helped him overcome two bo-
geys earlier in the day.
Meanwhile, Hack relied on
his power, picking up crucial
birdies on the par-5 holes to
maintain his momentum. Both

players admitted feeling con-
fident as they head into the
weekend, knowing the margin
for error is razor-thin.

Just one shot behind the
leaders is India’s Dhruv Sheo-
ran, who occupies third place
alone at six-under. A dense
pack of four golfers, includ-
ing international stars Clem-
ent Sordet and Pierre Pineau,
are tied for fourth. It was a
tougher day for early leader
Rashid Khan, who tumbled
down the standings after card-
ing a 74.
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has passed the IPL safety test

M. Chinnaswamy Stadium gears up for IPL 2026 as KSCA
completes successful security drill ahead of RCB'’s return

BENGALURU

The M. Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um is buzzing with life again
as it nears a long-awaited re-
turn to the IPL spotlight. The
Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation (KSCA) conducted a
major mock drill to prove the
venue is safe and ready for
the 2026 season. Under the
watchful eyes of a govern-
ment expert committee,
over 50 personnel
spent

e

hours testing new crowd-con-
trol measures and security
upgrades. This rehearsal is a
crucial step toward hosting
the defending champions,
Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
later this month.
The stadium has undergone
a massive transformation to
ensure fan safety. In response
to previous concerns, the
KSCA has widened several
gates and added new entranc-
es along Cubbon Road to pre-
vent overcrowding. Tech up-
grades are also

Indian racer to tackle
Nurburgring in Porsche

NURBURG

Indian speedster Akshay Gup-
ta is shifting his career into
high gear this season. The
33-year-old from Ahmedabad
has officially stepped up to
the elite GT4 category for the
2026 Nurburgring Lang-
strecken-Serie (NLS). Trad-
ing his previous produc-
tion-class machinery for a
powerful Porsche Cayman
GT4 CS, Gupta has joined
the highly respected Sorg
Rennsport team. This move
marks a significant milestone
as he becomes the only Indi-
an driver to compete in the
full championship for three
straight years.

Gupta will race in the Cup3
class, a category famous for
having the largest and most

competitive fields in endur-
ance racing. Since all cars in
this class are identical, the
outcome depends purely on
driver skill and strategy. After
securing six podiums and two
wins over the last three sea-
sons, Gupta feels ready for
the challenge. He will share
the cockpit with German driv-
ers Darian Donkel and Aaron
Wenisch, aiming to clinch the
Pro-AM championship title.

The season kicks off today
at the legendary "Green Hell"
circuit in Germany. This year’s
series is extra special, with
Formula 1 champion Max Ver-
stappen also set to compete in
later rounds. For Gupta, the
2026 calendar includes ten
grueling races, highlighted by
the world-famous Nurburgring
24 Hours in May.

a highlight, with the number
of surveillance cameras jump-
ing from 160 to a whopping
500. Officials have also
mapped out clear emergency
exits and partnered with local
hospitals for quick medical
support. Most major work is
now finished, with only small
tasks like putting up signs re-
maining.

KSCA President B.K. Ven-
katesh Prasad shared his ex-
citement, describing the drill
as a great success. He be-
lieves the final government

approval, expected on March
16, is now just a formality.
The timing is perfect, as the
RCB stars are set to arrive at
the ground tomorrow to be-
gin their training camp. The
stadium's first big test comes
on March 28, when RCB
takes on Sunrisers Hyder-
abad in the season opener.
With five home games
scheduled for Bengaluru this
year, the city is ready to
turn into a sea of red

once more.

BANGKOK

India’s youth boxing stars
have guaranteed themselves
at least five medals at the
World Boxing Futures Cup in
Thailand. A series of explo-
sive quarter-final wins during
the matches has paved the
way for the national team to
reach the semi-finals. Leading
the charge, Gunjan dominated
Azerbaijan’s Gular Huseyno-
va with a 5-0 unanimous vic-
tory in the 48kg category. Her
teammate Joyshree Devi was
equally impressive, forcing
the referee to stop her match
against Japan’s Yura Kanema-
ru in the very first round.
The men’s division also
saw success as Ambekar
Meetei battled through a
tough 4-1 win over Japan’s
Akira Uekubo. Later in the
evening, Chandrika Pujari
showcased her power by stop-
ping her Spanish opponent in

Indian youth boxers
clinch five big medals

Wiy,

the second round, while Rad-
hamani Longjam outclassed
England’s Siobhan Haley
with a smart 4-1 performance.
While Sahil Duhan faced a
narrow loss to France, the five
remaining Indian boxers have
already secured bronze and
are now fighting to upgrade
their medals to gold.

This tournament is a vital
training ground for young ath-
letes born between 2008 and
2009. It offers high-level in-
ternational experience and
serves as a major step toward
the Youth Olympic Games in
Dakar later this year. With the
semi-finals starting today, the
Indian camp is confident and
full of energy. These young
warriors are not just winning
matches; they are proving that
India’s boxing future is in
very safe hands. Every punch
thrown in Bangkok is bring-
ing them closer to global rec-
ognition and hometown pride.

ASHOK
LEYLAND

NEW DELHI

Is the legendary "Thala" final-
ly ready to hang up his
gloves? Former India
all-rounder Irfan Pathan be-
lieves the upcoming 2026 IPL
season could be the final time
we see MS Dhoni in the icon-
ic yellow jersey. At 44, Dhoni
has already arrived at the
Chennai Super Kings training
camp, working closely with
captain Ruturaj Gaikwad.
Pathan suggested that while
Dhoni remains as fit as ever,
his role this year might shift
toward a master mentor.
Speaking on the ‘Game
Plan’ show, Pathan noted that
CSK feels incomplete without
Dhoni’s presence. He expects
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Irfan Pathan hints that
the 2026 IPL may be
MS Dhoni’s final
season, with CSK
focusing on
mentorship while the
legend continues to
inspire on and off-field

the veteran to focus on
grooming the next generation
of stars, including young tal-
ents like Ayush Mhatre and
the newly traded Sanju Sam-
son. The goal is simple: en-
sure the leadership baton is
passed smoothly while chas-
ing a record-breaking sixth
title. Even if his on-field min-
utes decrease, his wisdom in

O ibcworldnews.com

the dugout will be the team's
greatest weapon.

With 278 matches and
5,439 runs under his belt,
Dhoni’s legacy is already set
in stone.

Last season, he mostly
thrilled fans with quick-fire
cameos in the final overs, but
CSK CEO Kasi Viswanathan
recently confirmed that the
legend is available for every
single game in 2026.

Whether he plays as a
keeper or an impact sub, the
excitement in Chennai is
reaching a fever pitch. As the
season opener on March 28
approaches, every fan is sa-
voring what could be the final
chapters of cricket’s most be-
loved story.

Call to support non-cricket
Sports at grassroots

NEW DELHI

Minister of State Raksha
Khadse has issued a powerful
call to diversify India’s sport-
ing culture. Speaking at the
Golden Jubilee of the Sports
Journalists Federation of In-
dia (SJFI), she urged the me-
dia to give non-cricket sports
more recognition. Addressing
a large gathering at the Major
Dhyan Chand Stadium,
Khadse emphasized that
strengthening talent at the
grassroots level is essential
for India’s future as a global
sporting powerhouse.

The four-day convention,
hosted by the Delhi Sports
Journalist Association, returns
to the capital after over twen-
ty years. Khadse praised jour-
nalists for their role in inspir-
ing the younger generation
and shaping the nation’s
sports culture. She highlight-
ed that media coverage helps
families understand how chil-
dren can build careers in

emerging fields like sports

science and sports tourism.
By shining a light on less-
er-known disciplines, journal-
ists act as a bridge between
government initiatives and
hidden talent in rural areas.
Khadse also stressed the
importance of women’s par-
ticipation in sports journal-
ism, calling the profession a
critical pillar of democracy.
The event, attended by Sports
Secretary Hari Ranjan Rao,
included a traditional

lamp-lighting ceremony and
the unveiling of prestigious
trophies for inter-zonal com-
petitions.

DSJA President Abhishek
Tripathi thanked the Sports
Ministry for their support in
organizing the massive event
after a twenty-three-year gap.
As the convention continues,
the focus remains clear: it is
time to look beyond the crick-
et pitch and celebrate every
athlete who wears the nation-
al colors.

Teen star dominates
Maharashtra table tennis auction

MUMBAI

The Butterfly Table Tennis
Super League Maharashtra
2026 auction concluded with
a mix of veteran experience
and youthful energy. Teenage
sensation Divyanshi Bhow-
mick stole the headlines for
the second year running, be-
coming the most expensive
player. Joining Mumbai
Mozartt for Rs

73,000, the

no barrier to value in this
professional league. Mean-
while, Jash Modi followed
closely behind, secured by
Bayside Spinners TTC for a

impressive Rs 71,000.
Defending champions
Phantom Stars made a state-
ment of intent by signing
Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Sanil Shetty for Rs
69,500.

BUTTERFLY @@ 11 et

Asian presence is
Youth expected to
gold anchor their
medallist title de-
proved Az fens e
that age is Other sig-

nificant deals included
Reeth Rishya joining PBG
Pune Jaguars and Shouren
Soman moving to NPV
Smashers, both for Rs
61,500. Even the new teams
showed ambition, with Jolly
Friends Sports Club picking
up legend Madhurika Patkar
for Rs 51,500 to lead their
debut season.

Eight teams utilized a Rs
2.5 lakh purse to build bal-
anced squads across six cat-
egories, from U-13 boys to
veterans. The tournament,
scheduled from April 30 to
May 3, features a unique
format where every game
won earns a team point.

Indian women’s cricket participation doubles in years

: @) 2 :

NEW DELHI

A groundbreaking study by
the BBC and Collective
Newsroom reveals that wom-
en’s participation in cricket has
doubled across India since
2020. Surveying fourteen
states, researchers found that
ten percent of women now
play the sport, up from just
five percent four years ago.
The growth is even more ex-
plosive among young women
aged fifteen to twenty-four,
where participation skyrocket-
ed from ~ six per-
cent to L) sixteen
per- cent.
I n |

Teenager becomes the youngest

pole sitter in F1 history

SHANGHAI

Italian sensation Kimi Anton-
elli made Formula One histo-
ry by becoming the youngest
driver ever to secure a pole
position. At just 19 years old,
the Mercedes rookie delivered
a stunning performance
during qualifying for the Chi-
nese Grand Prix. He clocked
a lap that was 0.222 seconds
faster than his teammate and
championship leader, George
Russell. This victory shatters
the long-standing record held
by Sebastian Vettel, who was
21 when he set the mark in
2008.

The session was a roller-
coaster for the Mercedes
team. While Antonelli re-

mained calm and precise,
George Russell faced a me-
chanical nightmare. His car
stopped on the track during
the final phase due to battery
and gearbox issues. However,
his mechanics pulled off a
miracle to get him back out
for one last lap, allowing him
to secure second place for a
front-row lockout. Russell de-
scribed the result as "damage
limitation" after a stressful
afternoon.

Behind the Mercedes duo,
Ferrari’s Lewis Hamilton took
third place, while Charles Le-
clerc followed in fourth. The
McLaren pair of Oscar Piastri
and Lando Norris will start
fifth and sixth. It was a rough
day for reigning champion

Max Verstappen, who | ‘;

could only manage

eighth for Red Bull. |
Meanwhile, the ¢
Williams team 'MW
struggled signifi-
cantly, with Alex

Albon express- |
ing his deep
frustration over /-
the radio. As
the grid pre-

pares for  £gig L
Sunday’s = o
race, le - QW%@@
eyes are on

the teenage

star Anton-

elli to see if
he can turn
this historic pole
into a maiden victory.
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states like Uttar Pradesh, the
number of female players
surged tenfold, proving that the
"gentleman’s game" is rapidly
becoming everyone’s game.
The rise of the Women’s
Premier League (WPL) has
played a massive role in this
shift. Viewership for profes-
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sional women’s cricket nearly
doubled, with audiences now
following the national team
out of genuine pride rather
than just a general interest in
sports. Furthermore, one in
four young women now views
sports as a viable career path.
While cricket leads the way,

badminton is also gaining
ground in states like Punjab
and Telangana.

However, the report high-
lights that hurdles still re-
main. Roughly thirteen per-
cent of women avoid sports
due to safety concerns, and
many still cite a lack of time
as a major barrier. Shocking-
ly, the study noted a slight
increase in regressive stereo-
types regarding the appear-
ance of female athletes. Edi-
tor-in-Chief Rupa Jha noted
that while the data shows in-
spiring progress, these social
barriers require urgent action.
As India celebrates its sport-
ing heroes, this study proves
that the next generation of
girls is ready to step onto the
pitch and change history.

LAHORE

The Pakistan Cricket
Board has stepped for-
= ward to clear the air re-

te) garding rumors about

J\'\ their national team. De-
¥ spite the disappoint-
Py ment of the squad’s
early exit from the
T20 World Cup, offi-
cials confirmed that
no players have been

3 forced to pay fines for

their performance on
the field.

The news comes after sev-
eral reports circulated claim-
ing that every player was hit
with a massive bill of five
million rupees. However,
PCB spokesperson Amir Mir
spoke to the media to shut
down these claims. He ex-
plained that while the board is

unhappy about the team miss-
ing the semifinals, they are
not taking money back from
the athletes at this time.
Instead of punishment, the
board is looking at how to
handle future rewards. Cur-
rently, top players earn a sig-
nificant amount of money
through their central contracts

~ Pakistan cricket board denies fining WC stars

and match fees. Between
sponsorship deals and a share
of international revenue, a
player can make nearly seven
crore rupees. The board wants
to ensure that these big incen-
tives are better tied to how
well the team actually plays
during major tournaments.

Mr. Mir noted that the goal
is to make players more ac-
countable, but he stressed that
no final decisions have been
made. The board remains fo-
cused on supporting the squad
while they figure out a fair
formula for the future. For
now, the players can breathe a
sigh of relief as they head
home. While their trophy cab-
inet might be empty this year,
their bank accounts remain
untouched as the board focus-
es on improvement rather
than penalties.




Couple Friendly

Now Streaming
On Amazon
Prime Video

he Telugu romantic dra- :
ma Couple Friendly has

officially ar
rived on the OTT
platform Amazon 48
Prime Video af- Je
ter completing /928
its theatrical %
run. The film %
was originally re-
leased in cinemas
on February 14 to co-

incide with Valentine’s Day :

and has now become avail-
able for streaming for audi-
ences at home.

Directed by debutant Ash-
win Chandrasekar, the movie

stars Santosh Sobhan and :
Manasa Varanasi in the lead :
: leased, offering a glimpse into
modern-day challenges faced :
: cused on money, family, and
: modern ambitions. Produced
: by Pathway Productions, the

The story is set mainly in :
Chennai and follows Siva, a :
: kani, Gautham Vasudev Me-

roles. The film focuses on the
by young couples trying to

balance love, careers and per-
sonal ambitions.

young man from Nellore who

moves to the city to build a :
i dramouli and Abhinaya. The
: teaser suggests a story that
an independent :
and ambitious professional :
: cial pressures in modern life.

lleged early reviews of the upcom-
Aing film Dhurandhar: The Re-

venge have gone viral on social
media, creating excitement and confusion
among movie lovers. The film, directed
. by Aditya Dhar and starring Ranveer
Singh in the lead role, is scheduled to re-
lease later this week and has already gen-
erated massive buzz online.

In recent days, several posts claiming to
be the first reviews of the film have circu-
lated widely. One viral message described
the movie as the Baahubali 2 of this era,
comparing it with the blockbuster Baa-
hubali 2: The Conclusion. Another post
gave the film a four-star rating and
praised Ranveer Singh’s performance,
claiming he appears in beast mode
throughout the movie with in-
tense screen presence.
However, many fans

career in interior design.
During his journey, he meets
Mithra,

woman.

Dhurandhar 2 Early

5 he teaser of the upcom-
ing Telugu film Carme-

ni Selvam has been re-

a contemporary drama fo-

film features a strong ensem-
ble cast including Samuthira-

non, Lakshmi Priyaa Chan-

reflects how people chase
success and deal with finan-

opular actor and film-
maker Rishab Shetty,
best known for the
film Kantara, lives in a beau-
tiful coastal mansion in
Kundapura, Karnataka. The
property, reportedly worth
around Rs 12 crore, stands
amid green landscapes and is
located close to the famous
Maravanthe Beach along the
Arabian Sea. The house
originally belonged to
Shetty’s great-grand-uncle
and has been carefully re-
stored while preserving the
family’s traditional style.
Visitors entering the
mansion are welcomed by
wide laterite steps and
large Burma-teak doors
that highlight coastal ar-
chitecture. A brass tem-
ple bell hangs near the
entrance adding a spiri-
tual touch. At the centre
of the home is a skylit
atrium where a mas-

The teaser begins with a
voiceover by Samuthirakani
saying there are many ways to
make money. Soon after, dif-
ferent voices present conflict-
ing ideas about wealth and
success. Some encourage
overspending, others suggest
taking bold loans or investing
in cryptocurrency, while a
few even hint at risky short-
cuts. These dialogues present
a humorous but sharp look at
how society today views
money and success.

Rather than delivering a se-
rious message, the teaser

quickly questioned
the authentici-

Reviews Spark Debate ;
Among Ranveer Fans ‘gﬁ. ;.

sive granite tulasi katta

weighing about 300 kilo-
grams stands proudly. The

space is decorated with Yak-
shagana headgear and film
memorabilia and meaningful

props from Shetty’s life and

career. Among them are a ri-
fle prop used in Kantara and
a cricket bat signed by Yu-
vraj Singh. These items qui-
etly tell the story of the ac-
tor’s journey from coastal
Karnataka to national fame.

The mansion also includes
several creative spaces. One
of the most unusual is the
Rain Room designed with

) Inside the Coastal Mansion of

\Rishab Shetty

A Blend of Culture, Luxury, and Cinema

glass walls and a simulated
rainfall atmosphere. Shetty
often uses this quiet setting to
think about stories and write
film scripts. The house further
features a private screening
room with comfortable Italian
leather recliners facing a large
150-inch retractable screen
supported by Dolby Atmos
sound system.

The projector in the room
has been playfully named
Seleyaraya after the forest
spirit from Kantara. Outside
the house a garage holds
several vehicles including
an Audi Q7, Mahindra
Thar, Jeep Compass and a
Royal Enfield Classic 350
motorcycle. Interestingly
their horns are tuned to
local folk music. Close to
the residence stands Shet-
ty’s production facility
set up in a renovated rice
mill where new film
projects are developed.

maintains a light tone with
irony and humour. It hints that
the story may explore how
financial choices and respon-
sibilities shape the lives of
ordinary people in a world
driven by loans, credit cards
and EMI payments.

The visuals show Samuthira-
kani as a family man living
with his wife, played by Laksh-
mi Priyaa Chandramouli, and
their young son. However, a
few scenes show him alone in
a foreign location, raising curi-
osity about his journey and per-
sonal struggles. Meanwhile, the

ty of these reactions. Several social media
users pointed out that the film has not yet
received certification from the Central
Board of Film Certification, making it
unlikely that anyone outside the team has
watched the movie. Fans also not-
ed that official preview screen-
ings have not yet taken place,
which further raised doubts
about the credibility of the
circulating reviews.
Many supporters of
Ranveer Singh warned
others not to trust un-
verified posts and la- ¢
belled them as fake
reviews created to
gain attention online.
Comments question-
ing how viewers could
watch the film before its
certification quickly spread
across social media plat-
forms. So far, the only perso
who has publicly shared a reaction
to the film is actress Yami Gaut
is also the wife of director

=
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Dhar. She revealed that she
already watched the f
and desc g
beyo

,.Cm@m Selvam Telugu Teaser H1gh11 tsk Usta Bhagat Singh
 Money, Fam1l y, and AmDbition [R -y,

RajKummar Rao,

Keerthy Suresh Team
Up For Thriller

ﬁ ctors Rajkummar Rao and Keerthy Suresh are set

to share screen space in an upcoming thriller-drama

titled Raftaar. The film was officially announced on
Saturday by Amazon MGM Studios through its social me-
dia platform. According to the announcement, the film is
expected to release in theatres on July 24, 2026.

The makers describe Raftaar as a gripping and intense
drama that will keep audiences on the edge of their seats.
The story unfolds in the highly competitive education in-
dustry and revolves around a rapidly growing start-up. It
focuses on the lives of two ambitious individuals whose
dreams of success slowly begin to clash.

As the company expands and gains attention, the pres-
sure of money, power, and influence starts affecting their
personal and professional lives. The relationship between
the two central characters is tested as they struggle to bal-
ance ambition, trust, and rivalry in a demanding envi-
ronment.

The film is directed by Aditya Nimbalkar
and produced by Patralekhaa under the ban-
ner of Kampa Film. The story and screen-
play have been written by Rohan Narula,
while Tarun Bali serves as the executive
producer.

Apart from Rao and Suresh, the movie
features a strong supporting cast includ-
ing Anurag Thakur, Rohan Verma,
Tanya Maniktala and Rajat Kapoor in
important roles. The makers have not
yet revealed further details about the
storyline or production
schedule.

Meanwhile, Rajkum-
mar Rao has several up-
coming projects. He
will soon appear in
Nikam, a film based on
the life of noted public
prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam.
Keerthy Suresh was
last seen in the Telugu
film Revolver
Rita, directed
by J.K. Chand-
ru. The film
also featured
Radhika
Sarathkumar,
Sunil, Ajay
Ghosh and
John Vijay
in key roles.

L

presence of Gautham Vasudev
Menon in an undisclosed role :
adds further intrigue to the nar- :

he upcoming Telugu
: film Ustaad Bhagat

rative.

The teaser ends with a strik- :
ing line from Samuthirakani :
advising that those who want to :
appear rich should spend like :
the wealthy, even if they must :
: ernment of Andhra Pradesh has

borrow money to do so.

The film is written and di- :
rected by Ram Chakri, with :
¢ increase in ticket prices during

cinematography by Yuvaraj

Dakshan and music by Music :
Cloud Technologies. Carmeni :
Selvam is scheduled to release :
: screen early morning benefit
: shows starting around 4 am or
: 5 am on the day of release.
¢ The ticket price for these spe-
: cial shows has been fixed at
: Rs 500. The government or-
i der also allows theatres to
: increase ticket prices for the
i first 10 days after the film’s
¢ release.

in theatres on April 3, 2026.

: Harish Shankar and
¢ marks his reunion with
: Pawan Kalyan after
i their blockbust-
i er Gabbar
i Singh. The
: movie is

i as a cop
action

Ticket Price Hike

Singh starring Pawan
Kalyan is set for a grand theat-
rical release on March 19.
Abhead of its release, the Gov-

granted permission for special
benefit shows and a temporary

the film’s opening days.

According to reports, the-
atres in Andhra Pradesh can

Under the new guidelines,

single-screen theatres can
: raise ticket prices by Rs 100,
: while multiplex theatres can

: increase them by Rs 125. 4
¢ In addition, cinema halls
: are permitted to run up to
¢ five shows per day during
: this period with the re-
¢ vised ticket rates. The
: makers had reportedly |
i requested these per-

: missions from the
: state government,
: which later approved the
i proposal.

The film is directed by

thriller and features Sreeleela
and Raashii Khanna as the fe-
male leads.

The film is also expected to
face competition at the box of-
fice from Dhurandhar: The Re-
venge starring Ranveer Singh
and directed by Aditya Dhar.

Meanwhile, the situation in
Telangana remains uncertain
regarding ticket price hikes.
In the past, the Telangana
High Court had struck down a
government order allowing
ticket hikes for the film They
Call Him OG. Because of that
ruling, makers may avoid re-
questing similar permissions

in Telangana,
where theatres
are expected
to begin
shows from
around 7 am
without any
price in-
crease.
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