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The Truth Speaks

‘Peace can't be piecemeal’
At BRICS meet, India flags concerns over West Asia crisis, unilateral sanctions; 

urges BRICS nations to develop 'practical ways' to navigate geopolitical upheavals
NEW DELHI

 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Thursday said 
that "peace cannot be piece-
meal" and flagged grave con-
cerns over the West Asia crisis 
and its impact on energy sup-
plies and maritime stability in 
the Strait of Hormuz.

In his address at the opening 
day of a two-day BRICS con-
clave here, Jaishankar asserted, 
without naming specific na-
tions, that respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity 
must anchor international rela-
tions, maintaining that "dia-
logue and diplomacy" offer the 
only sustainable path to conflict 

resolution. India also urged 
BRICS nations to develop "prac-
tical ways" to navigate geopo-
litical upheavals as well as 
"unilateral coercive" sanctions.

He said India stands ready to 
contribute constructively to-
wards de-escalation efforts and 
to support initiatives aimed at 
restoring stability while noting 
that "peace cannot be piece-
meal" and "it is essential to 
uphold international law, 
protect civilians, and 
avoid targeting public 
infrastructure." He also 
strongly pitched for 
ensuring safe and 
unimpeded mari-
time flows.

Indian-flagged ship attacked 
off Oman coast: MEA

The Ministry of External Affairs said that an  
Indian-flagged commercial vessel came under attack 
off the coast of Oman on Thursday. All crew members 
are safe. Deeming the attack as “unacceptable”, it said 

at the moment it is not known who carried out the 
attack. “The attack on an Indian-flagged ship off the 
coast of Oman is unacceptable and we deplore the 
fact that commercial shipping and civilian mariners 
continue to be targeted,” it said. “All Indian crew on 
board are safe and we thank the Omani authorities 

for rescuing them,” it said. India reiterates  
that targeting commercial shipping and       

endangering innocent crew members  
should be avoided, MEA added.

NEET paper leak: 
2 more arrested 

NEW DELHI
 

The CBI has made two further 
arrests in connection with the 
NEET-UG 2026 question paper 
leak case. The accused have 
been identified as Dhananjay 
Lokhanda and Manisha Wagh-
mare. Lokhanda was arrested 
from Ahilyanagar while Wagh-
mare was nabbed from Pune. 

The agency also carried out 
searches at 14 different loca-
tions across India during the 
past 24 hours as part of its on-
going investigation.

Earlier, five individuals were 
arrested in the case on 
Wednesday. Among them, 
three were taken into custody 

from Jaipur, one from Guru-
gram, and one from Nashik.

5 accused sent to CBI remand
They have been identified as 
Yash Yadav, Mangilal Khatik 
alias Mangilal Biwal, Vikash 
Biwal, Shubham Khainwar 
and Dinesh Biwal. 

The Rouse Avenue Court in 
Delhi has sent all five accused 
to a seven-day CBI remand. 
Special CBI judge Ajay Gupta 
passed the order. Officials said 
several other individuals are 
still being questioned as part of 
the ongoing inquiry. The probe 
is continuing, with CBI offi-
cials stating that all possible 
leads are being followed.

‘No saffron shawls in schools’
MYSURU

 
Day after the Congress gov-
ernment revoked a controver-
sial ban on the hijab (head 
scarf) in government schools, 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Thursday clarified that saf-
fron shawls would not be al-
lowed in educational institu-

tions under the state 
government’s order 
on religious symbols.

He said that prac-
tices already in ex-

istence such as 
hijab, turbans, 

rudraksha beads and sacred 
threads (Janeu) would contin-
ue to be permitted.

Speaking to reporters in 
Mysuru, he clarified that those 
religious attire which are in 
practice will be allowed.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o n 
Wednesday passed an order 
allowing students to wear hi-
jab, sacred thread, Shivadhara, 
Rudraksha in schools. The or-
der scrapped the BJP govern-
ment’s 2022 order, banning 
Hijab in government schools 
following the Hijab versus saf-
fron shawl controversy.

K'taka Guv halves 
convoy size

BENGALURU
 

Responding to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s call for aus-
terity, Governor Thaawarchand 
Gehlot on Thursday reduced 
his official convoy to the mini-
mum required strength.

In an X post, Lok Bhavan 
said the decision was taken in 
line with the PM’s appeal to 
conserve fuel and 
cut foreign ex-
change spending 
amid West Asia cri-
sis. The post read, 
“Hon'ble Governor 
of Karnataka Shri Thaawarch-
and Gehlot has reduced his 
convoy to the minimum re-
quired strength, following 
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi Ji's appeal.”

VD Satheesan wins Kerala CM race 
NEW DELHI

 
After intense internal discus-
sions and days of political 

suspense, the 
Congress has fi-
nally annouced 
VD Satheesan 
as Kerala’s next 
chief minister.

Satheesan 's 
public support 
and the leader-

ship skills that he demonstrat-
ed while in opposition in the 
state have reportedly played a 
crucial role in this selection.

Congress’ Kerala in-charge 

Deepa Dasmunsi announced 
the CM selection a press meet 
here, soon after Leader of Op-
position in Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi concluded his nearly 
two-and-half-hour-meeting with 
Venugopal, who is also General 
Secretary (Organisation).

While Venugopal was claim-
ing the support of majority of 
MLAs and Chennithala high-
lighted his seniority, what 
turned the tables for Satheesan 
was the outpouring of public 
support after the results, as well 
as the endorsement of allies, 
especially the IUML.

SIR in K’taka from May 30
NEW DELHI

Karnataka and 18 other states 
and UTs will undergo Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls in the third 
phase in a staggered manner 
starting on May 30 and culmi-
nating with the publication of 
the final voter list between 
September and December.

The process will be under-
taken in different states on 
different dates. For Karnataka, 
the qualifying date of SIR has 
been fixed on October 1. 

While the preparation, training 
and printing of enumeration 
forms will be undertaken be-
tween June 20 and 29, the 
house to house visits by booth 
level officers will be between 
June 30 and July 29. The pub-
lication of draft electoral rolls 
has been fixed for August 5 
while people can file claims/
objections between August 5 
and September 4. Notices will 
be issued to dispose of claims/
objections between September 
August 5 to October 3. The final 
roll will be out on October 7.

Pinarayi elected LoP
Former CM  Pinarayi Vi-

jayan will be the new Op-
position leader in Kerala. 

CPM state committee 
meeting held on Thurs-

day took the decision 
unanimously, a state-
ment from party state 

secretary M V Govindan 
said. After the election 

rout for the LDF under Vi-
jayan’s leadership, there 

was a strong demand for 
a leadership change. 

 More on page 8
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SFI protests over NEET leak allegation
KALABURAGI

 
The Students’ Federation of 
India (Students’ Federation of 
India) staged a protest in Ka-
laburagi against the alleged 
NEET UG 2026 question pa-
per leak, demanding a fair 
investigation and action 
against responsible authori-
ties.

The protest was held in 
front of the district office, 
where SFI members raised 
slogans condemning irregu-
larities in the national medical 
entrance examination. Lead-
ers claimed that the alleged 

leak had created widespread 
uncertainty and anxiety 
among students across the 
country.

SFI representatives stated 
that around 22 lakh students 

appeared for NEET UG 2026 
on May 3. They alleged that 
reports of question paper 
leakage in Rajasthan, fol-
lowed by the National Testing 
Agency’s (National Testing 

Agency) decision to cancel 
the exam and announce a re-
test, had further deepened 
concerns among aspirants.

The protesters alleged that 
nearly 600 marks worth of 
questions out of 720 were 
compromised, with some 
chemistry questions reported-
ly circulating before the 
exam. They called the situa-
tion extremely serious and 
damaging to the credibility of 
the examination system.

The student body also criti-
cised the centralised examina-
tion system, claiming it had 
led to increased irregularities 

and the rise of “examination 
mafias.” They demanded the 
abolition of the NTA, alleging 
repeated failures in conduct-
ing transparent and fair exam-
inations.In addition, SFI lead-
ers demanded compensation 
for students affected by the 
cancellation, citing mental 
stress and financial burden 
caused by repeated uncertain-
ty. They also urged a thor-
ough and impartial investiga-
tion into the alleged leak.

The protest was led by dis-
trict president Sarvesh Ma-
vinkar, district secretary Suja-
ta Y.

STUDENT JUSTICE RALLY
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Boy drowns while 
swimming in canal 

near Kembhavi 

Hyderabad man found 
murdered in Yadgir 

lodge

Police seek public help 
to identify deceased 

man 

Yadgir
A 14-year-old boy 

drowned while swimming 
in the Narayanpur Left 

Bank Canal near Kemb-
havi town in Surpur taluk 
of Yadgir district. The de-
ceased has been identi-
fied as Shivakumar. Ac-

cording to reports, the boy 
had gone to the canal on 
the outskirts of the town 
to swim when he report-

edly lost control in the 
water and drowned. Fire 

brigade personnel rushed 
to the spot after being 

alerted and carried out a 
search operation, later re-

covering the body from 
the canal. The incident 

occurred under the juris-
diction of Kembhavi Po-
lice Station, and a case 

has been registered with 
further investigation un-

derway.

Yadgir
A 52-year-old man from 

Hyderabad was allegedly 
murdered by suffocation 
at a lodge in Yadgir city, 
creating panic among 

staff and local residents. 
The deceased, identified 

as Lakshmanna Rao 
Penamurthy, was report-

edly staying at SDN Lodge 
along with relatives when 
the incident occurred. Po-
lice said preliminary find-
ings suggest he may have 
been suffocated, though 
the exact motive is still 

unclear. The case came to 
light after lodge staff no-
ticed suspicious circum-
stances and alerted au-
thorities. Police suspect 
some of the relatives ac-

companying him may 
have fled the scene after 

the incident. Officials 
conducted an inspection, 
shifted the body for post-
mortem, and registered a 

case as investigations 
continue.

Bidar
Police in Humnabad town 
of Bidar district have ap-
pealed to the public for 
assistance in identifying 

an unidentified man 
whose body was found 
near the road leading to 

the railway station. 
The deceased, estimat-

ed to be around 55 to 60 
years old, was discov-
ered from May 3 and is 
believed to have been 
dressed like a beggar. 
Officials said the man 
had a wheatish com-

plexion, medium build, 
and was about 5 feet 2 
inches tall with mixed 

black and white hair and 
facial hair. Despite ef-

forts, no relatives or legal 
heirs have been traced 

so far. 
A case has been regis-
tered under UDR No. 

09/2026, and the body 
has been kept at the 
government hospital 

mortuary in Humnabad. 

MLA Dr. Avinash Jadhav ordered to 
ensure immediate tanker water supply

CHINCHOLI
 

MLA Dr Avinash Jadhav has 
warned that officials will be 
held directly responsible if 
any village or tanda in Chin-
choli taluk faces drinking wa-
ter or fodder shortages during 
the summer season.

He issued the directive 
while chairing an emergency 
meeting of the Taluk Disaster 
Management Authority at 
Prajasoudha in Chincholli, 
stressing the need for imme-
diate field-level action instead 
of office-based monitoring. 

The MLA said rising tempera-
tures require proactive plan-
ning to prevent a worsening 
water crisis.

Officials were instructed to 
ensure tanker water supply to 
affected villages without de-

lay and to repair non-func-
tional borewells within 24 
hours. He also directed that 
proposals for new borewells 
be prepared and submitted 
immediately wherever neces-
sary to address shortages.

The MLA further empha-
sized the importance of pre-
paredness in the health sector, 
instructing authorities to orga-
nise health camps and aware-
ness programmes at the vil-
lage level to prevent heat-re-
lated illnesses. Government 
hospitals were asked to main-
tain sufficient stocks of essen-
tial medicines and ORS pack-
ets to handle emergencies.

In addition, he directed the 
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment to ensure fodder banks 
are adequately stocked and to 
take preventive measures to 

avoid fodder scarcity for live-
stock, which is critical for 
farmers’ livelihoods during 
the summer.

Officials from various de-
partments, including revenue, 
health, and animal husbandry, 
attended the meeting and re-
viewed the preparedness mea-
sures.

The meeting highlighted 
growing concerns over water 
stress in rural parts of Karna-
taka as summer intensifies, 
with authorities under pres-
sure to ensure uninterrupted 
drinking water supply.

MLA Avinash Jadhav warned officials to ensure drinking water supply and prevent shortages in Chincholi taluk villages.

Over 2.77 lakh jobs expected 
from new industrial township
BIDAR

 
A major Industrial Township 
coming up near Zaheerabad in 
Sangareddy district is expect-
ed to create significant eco-
nomic opportunities for 
neighbouring Bidar, opening 
a new growth corridor along 
the Karnataka–Telangana bor-
der.

The proposed Industrial 
Smart City project near Nyal-
kal and Jharasangam mandals 
is located just 30–40 km from 
Bidar, strengthening hopes of 
large-scale employment gen-
eration and regional develop-
ment. Officials estimate the 
project could create over 2.77 
lakh direct and indirect jobs 
once fully operational.

The township, being devel-
oped by the Telangana State 
Industrial Infrastructure Cor-
poration, is expected to attract 
major investments across sec-
tors such as automobiles, 
electronics, pharmaceuticals, 
food processing, and manu-
facturing. The first phase 

alone is expected to involve 
thousands of acres of land and 
multi-crore investments.

Industry observers believe 
the project could significantly 
benefit youth from Bidar dis-
trict, especially engineering 
graduates, diploma holders, 
and ITI-trained candidates. 
Many currently migrate to cit-
ies like Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Pune, and Mumbai for 
employment, but the new in-
dustrial cluster may reduce 
migration by offering jobs 
closer to home.

Reports suggest major com-
panies, including Hyundai 
Motor Company, may be 
among key investors, further 
strengthening expectations of 
industrial expansion in the re-
gion.

The project also highlights 
how Zaheerabad’s strong con-
nectivity via National High-
way 65, rail links, and prox-
imity to Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport made it an at-
tractive location for industrial 
development.

The development has also 
revived discussions in Bidar 
about the district reportedly 
missing out on similar oppor-
tunities in the past. Mean-
while, real estate activity 
around Zaheerabad has al-
ready surged, with investors 
and developers acquiring land 
anticipating future industrial 
growth.

Experts say the project will 
not only boost employment 
but also increase demand for 
housing, healthcare, educa-
tion, and transport infrastruc-
ture in Bidar, potentially 
transforming the district’s 
long-term economic land-
scape.

Zaheerabad industrial 
township expected to 
boost Bidar economy, 

creating jobs, attracting 
investments, improving 

infrastructure, and 
reducing youth migration 

to distant metropolitan 
cities.

Leaders allege 
repeated NEET leaks 
across multiple years

VIJAYAPURA
 

The District Youth Congress 
Committee staged a protest in 
Vijayapura, alleging a ques-
tion paper leak in the NEET 
examination and demanding a 
high-level investigation into 
the matter.

The protest began at 5 pm, 
with participants marching 
from Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Cir-
cle to the office of the Mem-
ber of Parliament, where they 
staged a demonstration. Pro-
testers raised slogans demand-
ing accountability and imme-
diate action from the authori-
ties.

Youth Congress leaders al-
leged that NEET question pa-
per leaks had occurred in mul-
tiple years, including 2017, 
2021, 2024, and again in 
2026. They accused the Cen-
tral Government of negligence 
and claimed that repeated ir-
regularities in the examination 
process had not been properly 

investigated or addressed.
The demonstrators demand-

ed that the case be handed 
over to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (Central Bureau 
of Investigation) for an impar-
tial and detailed probe. They 
also called for strict punish-
ment for those responsible and 
stronger safeguards to prevent 
future leaks.

According to the leaders, 
such incidents are severely af-
fecting students’ futures and 
undermining trust in the na-
tional education system. They 
further demanded an official 
apology to affected candidates 
and immediate reforms in the 
examination process to ensure 
transparency and fairness.

The protest was led by Dis-
trict Youth Congress President 
Mohin Ahmed Sheikh, along 
with several party office-bear-
ers including vice-presidents, 
general secretaries, and youth 
wing leaders from different 
taluks of Vijayapura district.

SMVT 
Bengaluru–Bidar 

train made 
permanent service

BIDAR
 

The Indian Railways has an-
nounced the regularisation of 
the SMVT Bengaluru–Bidar 
weekly special train into a 
permanent service, respond-
ing to growing passenger 
demand across Karnataka 
and neighbouring regions.

According to the Public 
Relations Department of the 
Solapur Division of Central 
Railway, the decision aims 
to improve connectivity be-
tween major commercial, 
educational, pilgrimage, 
and healthcare centres in 
Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh. 

Water 
purification units 

under scrutiny
VIJAYAPURA

 
Concerns have been raised in 
Vijayapura over the rapid and 
unregulated growth of water 
purification centres and cold 
water supply units across the 
city, with residents alleging 
possible illegal operations and 
weak enforcement by author-
ities.

As summer intensifies and 
drinking water demand rises, 
purification plants have re-
portedly expanded across 
both commercial and residen-
tial areas. Citizens claim that 
the unchecked increase in 
such units has led to suspi-
cions of an organised net-
work, often referred to locally 
as a “water mafia,” operating 
without proper oversight.

Residents have questioned 
the role of food safety and 
municipal authorities, alleg-
ing that inspections and li-
censing checks are either in-
adequate or absent. They have 
specifically raised concerns 
about whether many of these 
units possess valid approvals 

Outsourced workers allege 
wage theft in Raichur

RAICHUR
 

Outsourced employees 
working under the Health 
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment in Raichur have al-
leged large-scale wage irreg-
ularities, claiming months of 
unpaid salaries and systemic 
exploitation through the out-
sourcing system.

R. Manasaiah, honorary 
president of the C and D 
Group Outsourced Employ-
ees Association, alleged that 
nearly ₹30 lakh in wages 
have been misappropriated 
through collusion between 
departmental officials and 
outsourcing agencies. He 
described the system as ex-
ploitative, stating that work-
ers are being denied their 
rightful wages and basic em-
ployment benefits.

He further alleged that 
outsourcing recruitment is 
being misused to fill vacant 
government posts illegally, 
with job seekers reportedly 
forced to pay bribes ranging 
from ₹1 lakh to ₹2 lakh for 
appointments. According to 
him, political recommenda-

tions are also influencing 
hiring decisions in several 
cases.

Manasaiah claimed that 
around 228 outsourced em-
ployees, including D-group 
staff, non-clinical staff, and 
junior laboratory techni-
cians, have not received sal-
aries for nearly nine months. 
He added that pending dues 
amounting to about ₹1.33 
crore between 2025 and 
2026 remain unpaid, wors-
ening the financial distress 
of workers.

He also alleged that em-
ployees are being forced to 
pay commissions of up to 
₹25,000 whenever outsourc-
ing agencies are changed 
annually. Workers, he said, 
are living under constant 
fear of termination if they 

raise concerns about unpaid 
wages or irregularities.

The association has al-
ready submitted a formal 
complaint to the Raichur 
Zilla Panchayat, demanding 
immediate clearance of 
pending salaries and strict 
action against responsible 
agencies. Manasaiah warned 
that if authorities fail to re-
spond, workers will launch 
an indefinite protest in front 
of the Zilla Panchayat of-
fice.

The allegations highlight 
broader concerns about out-
sourcing practices in public 
healthcare institutions and 
the vulnerability of contract 
workers who depend entire-
ly on timely salary payments 
for their livelihood and fi-
nancial stability

CCTV captures blast 
in jewellery shop

VIJAYAPUR
 

A gas cylinder explosion in-
side a jewellery workshop at 
Shirur Complex in Saraf Ba-
zaar area of Vijayapur on 
Thursday morning left two 
goldsmiths seriously injured 
and exposed alleged viola-
tions of building safety norms 
in the locality.

The incident occurred when 
artisans had just begun fur-
nace-based gold work inside 
the shop. Preliminary reports 
suggest that a gas leakage 
triggered the blast, causing a 
powerful explosion that 
shocked the busy commercial 
area.

The impact was severe 
enough to blow off the shop 
shutter and create panic 
among traders and pedestri-
ans, who rushed out of nearby 
buildings. CCTV footage re-
portedly captured the exact 
moment of the explosion, 
showing the intensity of the 
blast.

The injured have been iden-
tified as Biju (38) and Nana 
Hakim (40), both goldsmiths 
from West Bengal. They sus-
tained burn injuries and were 

immediately shifted to a gov-
ernment hospital in an au-
to-rickshaw by local resi-
dents. No fatalities have been 
reported.

District Superintendent of 
Police Laxman Nimbargi, 
along with municipal and po-
lice officials, visited the site 
for inspection. During the re-
view, the SP reportedly raised 
concerns over the alleged ille-
gal use of the building base-
ment for commercial activi-
ties.

Officials noted that the 
basement, which should be 
reserved for parking as per 
building regulations, was be-
ing used for business purpos-
es. The incident has reignited 
concerns over widespread 
violations of building norms 
in commercial areas of Vijay-
apur.

Residents and traders al-
leged that enforcement agen-
cies have failed to act against 
repeated violations, allowing 
unsafe structures to operate 
freely. They demanded strict 
action against the building 
owner as well as officials re-
sponsible for monitoring 
compliance.

Teggelli hosts 
multi-faith mass 

marriage 
ceremony

HUNASAGI
 

A free mass marriage ceremo-
ny promoting communal har-
mony was held at Teggelli 
near Hunasagi, where nine 
couples entered married life 
in a grand event marked by re-
ligious and cultural unity.

The programme was organ-
ised as part of the Sidda-
rameshwara Jatra Mahotsava, 
with villagers making elabo-
rate arrangements for the 
smooth conduct of the ceremo-
ny. The event saw participation 
from people across several 
villages in the district, reflect-
ing strong community involve-
ment.

Held at the Siddaramesh-
wara Temple premises, the cer-
emony included various reli-
gious rituals and spiritual pro-
grammes conducted before the 
weddings. Food and accom-
modation arrangements were 
also provided for devotees and 
guests attending the event.

The highlight of the pro-
gramme was the participation 
of couples from different com-
munities, symbolising harmo-
ny and inclusiveness.

Authorities assure fair 
probe into Chitaguppa case
CHITAGUPPA

 
Police have registered a case 
against four individuals in 
Chitaguppa following allega-
tions of harassment and at-
tempts to force a woman into 
religious conversion, based on 
a complaint filed at the 
Chitaguppa Police Station.

T h e  c o m p l a i n a n t , 
Bharathibai from Govind Tan-
da under Muthangi Gram 
Panchayat limits, alleged that 
she was married around two 
years ago to Balaram alias Sa-
meer, a resident near Zaheer-

abad in neighbouring Telan-
gana, according to Lambani 
community customs.

She claimed that her hus-
band had concealed his earlier 
religious conversion before 
marriage and that soon after 
the wedding, she was pres-
sured to convert. She further 
alleged that her in-laws and 
other family members sup-
ported the alleged coercion.

According to the complaint, 
the harassment intensified af-
ter the birth of her child. She 
alleged that family members 
insisted on certain religious.
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Karnataka Climate Action Training Held in Madikeri
MADIKERI

A training workshop on the 
Karnataka State Climate 
Change Action Plan (KSAP-
CC) was held in Madikeri on 
Thursday to strengthen dis-
trict-level implementation of 
climate goals across the state.

The programme was orga-
nized by the Environmental 
Management and Policy Re-
search Institute (EMPRI), an 
autonomous body under the 
Department of Forest, Envi-
ronment and Ecology, Govern-
ment of Karnataka. Officials 
said the state action plan was 

prepared as per government 
direction and received approv-
al from the Union Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change in 2024.

Under the plan, departments 
have been assigned perfor-
mance targets and key indica-
tors for the period 2025 to 
2030. Authorities said training 
and capacity building of dis-
trict officials is essential for 
successful implementation of 
these goals.

EMPRI, in collaboration 
with the Karnataka State 
Council of Science and Tech-
nology (KSCST), has already 

conducted similar training pro-
grammes in 22 districts during 
2025–26. The initiative is now 
being expanded to all 31 dis-
tricts in 2026–27.

The Madikeri workshop was 
held at the Zilla Panchayat 

Hall under the chairmanship of 
Kodagu Zilla Panchayat Chief 
Executive Officer Anand 
Prakash Meena. Chief Plan-
ning Officer Abdul Nabi and 
Executive Engineer Ramach-
andra attended as special 

guests.
The programme was inaugu-

rated by lighting a ceremonial 
lamp and watering a plant by 
experts from EMPRI and the 
Advanced Centre for Integrat-
ed Water Resources Manage-
ment (ACIWRM), Bengaluru.

Speaking on the occasion, 
CEO Anand Prakash Meena 
said climate change has multi-
ple causes and regular aware-
ness and data-based planning 
is essential to address it. He 
stressed that officials should 
understand and implement key 
performance indicators effec-
tively and make full use of the 

training programme.
Experts Dr. Shruti from EM-

PRI and Dr. Shashikumar, wa-
ter resources specialist from 
ACIWRM, delivered technical 
sessions on the climate action 
plan. They explained policy 
frameworks, departmental re-
sponsibilities, climate pollut-
ants, and district-level climate 
data.

Dr. Shashikumar also high-
lighted the importance of water 
resource management in cli-
mate adaptation strategies. Of-
ficials discussed how depart-
ments can coordinate better for 
sustainable water use.

DISTRICT CLIMATE IMPLEMENTATION

QUICK READ

Mandya invites 
applications for 
guest lecturers

Anganwadi worker 
posts open in 
Chitradurga

Pratibhotsava 
ceremony scheduled 

in Chitradurga

CH NEWS, Mandya
Applications have been in-

vited for the recruitment 
of guest lecturers for a 
newly started women’s 
pre-university college in 

Mandya town. The college 
has been set up under the 
Minority Welfare Depart-
ment for the academic 

year 2026–27 to support 
higher education for minor 
ity women in the district. 

Officials said eligible candi 
dates can submit their ap-
plications at the District Mi 
nority Welfare Departme 

nt office at Mau lana Azad 
Bhavan. The la st date to 
apply is May 25. Authori-

ties added that this recruit 
ment is aimed at ensuring 
quality teaching staff for 

the new institution and im 
proving educational op-
portunities for students.

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
Applications have been 
invited for 14 Anganwadi 

Co-Workers and 14 Angan 
wadi Assistants under 

the Bharamasagar Child 
Development Scheme in 
Chitradurga district. Offi-
cials said the recruitment 
will be on an honorarium 
basis. Eligible candidates 
can collect the applica-

tion form from the  
Bharamasa gar Child De-
velopment Scheme office 

and submit the filled 
forms in the designated 
box at the same office. 

The last date for su bmis-
sion is June 8. Author ities 

said the selection aim s 
to strengthen child devel-

opment services at the 
local level. For more  

detail s, applicants can 
con tact the scheme  

office on Turu vanur Road 
near Basappa Hospital in 

Chitradurga.

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
The Pratibhotsava  

ceremony will be held on 
May 15 at 10 am at the 

Valmiki Community Hall 
near Madakari Circle in 

Chitradurga city. The pro-
gram me is organised in 
collaboration with the 
Department of College 

and Technical Education, 
Davangere  

University, and Govern-
ment First Grade  

Women’s College IQAC. 
MLA K.C. Veerendra Pap-
pi will release the annual 
issue of “Mahila Siri” and 
dis tribute prizes. Legisla-
tive Council member K.S. 

Na veen will attend as 
chief guest, while folklore  

expert S. Sharanappa 
will de liver the conclud-
ing addre ss. College Prin 

cipal Dr. Shivanna will 
preside over the event. 

Transparency ordered in mining 
housing beneficiary selection

Dr. Bijjoor prioritised housing for landless families, directing nearby 
land identification and full infrastructure development in new layouts
CHITRADURGA

Karnataka Mining Environ-
ment Revitalization Corpora-
tion Managing Director Dr. 
Sanjay S. Bijjoor has directed 
officials to maintain complete 
transparency while selecting 
beneficiaries for housing proj-
ects in mining affected areas of 
Chitradurga district.

He spoke during a progress 
review meeting held at the Dis-
trict Collector’s office on 
Thursday under the Compre-
hensive Environmental Plan 
for Mining Impact Zone proj-
ect. He instructed gram pan-
chayat development officers to 
ensure that only genuine and 
deserving families receive 
housing benefits without any 
political or external pressure.

Dr. Bijjoor said the govern-
ment is giving priority to land-

less and homeless families 
while implementing housing 
schemes. He instructed offi-
cials to quickly identify suit-
able land within two kilome-
ters of villages and submit lay 
out proposals for approval. He 
also stressed that newly devel-
oped housing layouts must in-
clude roads, drinking water, 
streetlights, electrification, 
health centers, and anganwadi 

facilities. He warned officials 
not to select land near burial 
grounds, saying people are un-
willing to live in such places. 
He also instructed authorities to 
ensure proper road connectivity 
between new colonies and the 
main villages.The Managing 
Director said officers from var-
ious departments are responsi-
ble for implementing projects 
under the corporation scheme 

and warned against delays or ne 
gligence. He said several health 
related programmes are being 
introduced in mining affected 
areas, including nutrition sup-
port for tuberculosis patients 
and care programmes for new-
born babies.

During the meeting, Zilla 
Panchayat CEO Dr. Akash pre-
sented plans to restore environ-
mental balance in the district 
through scientific measures. He 
said groundwater levels in the 
district are falling rapidly and 
immediate steps are needed to 
improve water recharge sys-
tems. Officials proposed install-
ing water recharge systems and 
solar panels in government 
schools. Dr. Akash said nearly 
300 schools would be covered 
in the first phase, and the elec-
tricity generated would be sup-
plied to the state power grid.

MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr. Ku-
mar has instructed officials to 
ensure proper supply of quali-
ty seeds and fertilizers for 
farmers during the 2026-27 
monsoon season in Mandya 
district.

Speaking at a review meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s office on Wednesday, he 
said farmers have already 
started preparations for sowing 
activities and departments 
must act quickly to avoid 
shortages during the rainy sea-
son.

Dr. Kumar directed agricul-
ture officials to maintain 
enough stock of fertilizers and 
sowing seeds across the dis-
trict. He also warned officials 
to prevent the sale of poor 
quality seeds and fertilizers to 
farmers.

He said fertilizer shops must 
clearly display stock details 
and price lists. Fertilizer in-
spectors were instructed to 
regularly visit shops under 
their jurisdiction to check 
stock availability and ensure 
there is no artificial shortage.

The Deputy Commissioner 
stressed that only quality seeds 
should be distributed to farm-
ers. He also advised officials 
to encourage farmers to use 
green manure as an alternative 
to chemical fertilizers to im-
prove soil health and reduce 
excessive fertilizer use.

Officials were asked to en-

sure timely supply of all agri-
cultural inputs, including pes-
ticides, seeds and fertilizers, 
before the peak sowing period 
begins.

During the meeting, Dr. 
Kumar said farmers must now 
have a valid Farmer ID, also 
called FID, to receive govern-
ment benefits and purchase 
fertilizers. Farmers have been 
asked to visit nearby Raitha 
Sampark Kendras to create a 
new ID or link their land sur-
vey numbers to existing IDs.

He said the Farmer ID is 
necessary for receiving bene-
fits under schemes such as 
PM-KISAN, drought relief 
assistance, fertilizer subsidies 
and seed distribution pro-
grammes. Agriculture offi-

cials were instructed to con-
duct awareness campaigns so 
that all farmers understand the 
importance of registration.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also directed officials to 
closely monitor any shortage 
of fertilizers and seeds during 
the monsoon season and take 
immediate action if problems 
arise.

He further instructed de-
partments to create awareness 
about crop insurance schemes 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana. Eligible 
farmers should be informed 
and encouraged to apply with-
in the prescribed deadline to 
protect their crops against 
losses caused by natural di-
sasters and weather changes.

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture Ashok, Joint Director of 
Horticulture Roopshree, Dep-
uty Director of Animal Hus-
bandry Shivalingaiah, agricul-
ture officials, fertilizer suppli-
ers and seed distributors at-
tended the meeting and dis-
cussed preparations for 
smooth farming activities 
during the coming monsoon 
season in the district.

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Gauribidanur police arrested 
three accused within three 
hours after a robbery involv-
ing seven and a half lakh ru-
pees on Thursday. Police also 
recovered the entire stolen 
amount from the accused 
during the operation.

According to police, Shi-
vashankar Aradhya of Vinay-
ak Nagar had planned to buy 
a yellow board car after dis-
cussions with his distant rel-
ative Yashwant Aradhya, 
who promised profitable 
travel business opportunities. 
Trusting him, Shivashankar 
carried money collected from 
his house and mortgage 
funds for the vehicle pur-
chase.

While travelling, two men 
on a bike approached him 
pretending to ask for an ad-
dress. They suddenly threw 
salty powder into his eyes 
and snatched a bag contain-
ing seven and a half lakh ru-
pees before escaping. When 
Shivashankar shouted for 
help, local residents tried to 
stop the thieves, but they 
threatened people and fled 
from the spot. Police became 
suspicious after Yashwant 
allegedly failed to react 
during the incident. During 
questioning, he reportedly 
confessed to planning the 
robbery with the other ac-
cused. 

MANDYA

Niranjan Academy hon-
oured artists during an art 
festival organised as part of 
Workers Day celebrations at 
Hardikar Bhavan in Mandya. 
Artist N Ramachandra Raju 
received the Kayaka Yogi 
award for his contribution to 
painting and art service. 
Speaking at the programme, 
retired headmaster P Rama-
murthy praised Ramachandra 
Raju for following the values 
of hard work and dedication 
inspired by Basavanna’s say-
ing “Kayakave Kailasa.” He 
said the artist has continued 
his creative journey with 
commitment and sincerity. 

R a m a c h a n d r a  R a j u 
thanked the organisers and 

said the encouragement from 
his family has helped him 
continue his work in art. He 
also appreciated Niranjan 
Academy for recognising tal-
ented artists and supporting 
cultural activities. He said 
receiving the Kayaka Yogi 
award has increased his re-
sponsibility towards society 
and art. Principal Kumar and 
artists Ashok Lakshman Put-
taswamy and G V Ramach-
andra were present during 
the programme. Organisers 
said the event was held to en-
courage artists and recognise 
their valuable contribution to 
culture and society through 
creative work. Many art lov-
ers attended the celebration 
and appreciated the honoured 
artists warmly.

Swift police 
action  

cracks salty 
powder heist

N Ramachandra Raju 
receives Kayaka Yogi award

MANDYA

Road development work con-
necting Ganadalu and Chan-
dagalu villages in Melukote 
constituency was launched on 
Wednesday with a bhoomi 
puja performed by MLA Dar-
shan Puttannaiah. The project 
is being carried out by the 
Public Works Department at a 
cost of nearly five crore ru-
pees. The road will connect V 
C Farm Gate to Chandagalu 
village through Ganadalu vil-
lage and also include internal 
village road development up to 
the Chandagalu canal area. 
Speaking after the ceremony, 
the MLA said the road had re-
mained in poor condition for 
many years and villagers had 
faced difficulties in transporta-
tion. 

He said the new develop-
ment work would improve 
travel and provide better con-
nectivity for residents farmers 
and daily commuters in the 
region. He added that the proj-
ect would support village de-
velopment and make transpor-
tation easier during all sea-
sons. Villagers welcomed the 
project and expressed happi-

ness over the long pending 
demand finally being ad-
dressed by the government. 
Several village leaders offi-
cials and members of the 
farmers association attended 
the event. Public Works De-
partment engineers and con-
tractor representatives were 
also present during the launch 
ceremony. 

Officials said the road proj-
ect is expected to improve ac-
cess to nearby villages schools 
farms and markets while sup-
porting economic activities in 
rural areas. Residents said bet-
ter roads would help students 
workers and farmers travel 
safely and reduce transporta-
tion problems during rainy 
seasons in the constituency. 
Authorities assured quality 
work and timely completion of 
the development project for 
public benefit in the area.

The Deputy 
Commissioner 

emphasized distribution 
of  quality seeds and 

urged promoting green 
manure use to improve 
soil health and reduce 

dependence on chemical 
fertilizers

Mandya ensures quality seeds 
fertilizers for monsoon season

Melukote road project 
launched with bhoomi puja

MADIKERI

An information workshop on 
government schemes for wom-
en and children was held at 
Government First Grade Wom-
en’s College in Madikeri on 
Wednesday. The programme 
was jointly organised by the 
District Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, Police Department 
and Women and Child Devel-
opment Department through 
the District Women Empower-
ment Unit. Speaking at the in-
auguration, Gender Specialist 
Keshini S R said the Women 

Empowerment Unit works for 
the social, economic and edu-
cational development of wom-
en along with safety and pro-
tection. She explained that 
women facing domestic vio-
lence can approach the Sakhi 
One Stop Centre for help, 
which operates 24 hours a day. 

The centre provides emer-
gency shelter, medical assis-
tance, legal support, counselling 
and help in filing FIRs. She also 
highlighted the importance of 
helplines such as 181 Mahila 
Helpline, 112 emergency ser-
vice and 1098 Child Helpline 

for immediate support. Officials 
also spoke about the national 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao cam-
paign, which aims to improve 
the child sex ratio and encour-
age education for girls. Students 
were urged to focus on educa-
tion and build strong futures 
through learning and aware-
ness. The Akka Force initiative, 
a joint programme of the Wom-
en and Child Development and 
Police Departments, was also 
explained. It aims to ensure 
safety for women and children 
in public places and provide 
quick response support.

The centre offers shelter, medical, legal, counselling support, helplines, 
and promotes Beti Bachao Beti Padhao awareness for girls

Madikeri college hosts women 
child welfare workshop

Shivamogga hosts Marnamibail 
Short Film Festival launch 

SHIVAMOGGA

Former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter K S Eshwarappa released 
the first poster of the Marna-
mibail Short Film Festival at 
Patrika Bhavan in Shivamog-
ga. The festival is being  
organised by Suryagaana 
Magazine, the media arm of 
the Gara Group, along with 
other fortnightly publications. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
K S Eshwarappa wished suc-
cess for the event and said the 
short film festival should be-
come a meaningful cultural 
platform that supports young 
talent and creative expression. 

Organisers said the festival 
aims to encourage new film-
makers and promote short 
film culture in the region. 
Gara Srinivas and members of 

the organising team were 
present during the poster  
release ceremony. 

Film directors, journalists 
and creative professionals 
also attended the programme. 
Among them were director 
Yashodhar, Srinivas Sharma, 
journalist Deshadri, Naveen 
Talari, short film director  
Nitin, Parameshwar from  
Creative Group, engineer 
Bharat Gutthi and Syed  
Mujibullah. They said the fes-
tival will provide opportuni-
ties for emerging artists and 
storytellers to showcase their 
work. 
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AIDSO demands action over NEET irregularities
KALABURAGI

The All India Democratic Stu-
dents’ Organisation (AIDSO) 
staged a protest in front of the 
Kalaburagi Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, raising con-
cerns over alleged irregulari-
ties in the NEET examination 
and demanding strict action 
against the National Testing 
Agency (NTA).

The protesters submitted a 
memorandum highlighting is-
sues such as question paper 
leaks and alleged negligence 
in the conduct of the examina-
tion. They demanded account-

ability and reforms in the na-
tional-level entrance test sys-
tem. Addressing the gathering, 
AIDSO district vice president 
Govind Yalwar said that stu-
dents across the country pre-

pare for years and spend sig-
nificant money with the hope 
of securing medical seats. He 
said repeated incidents of 
question paper leaks in recent 
years have severely affected 

students’ futures and created 
widespread uncertainty.

Another leader, Preeti Dod-
damani, alleged that the exam-
ination system is being influ-
enced by commercial interests 
and that students’ aspirations 
are being compromised. She 
said the situation reflects a 
growing crisis in the public 
education system and called it 
unacceptable.

Speakers at the protest also 
criticized centralized examina-
tion management, stating that 
repeated irregularities point to 
deeper issues of corruption 
and administrative failure. 

They said the credibility of 
competitive examinations is 
being weakened, affecting stu-
dents from rural and econom-
ically weaker backgrounds the 
most.

The organization demanded 
immediate action against those 
responsible and called for  
reforms in the examination 
process. They also urged the 
government to ensure fairness 
and transparency in future ex-
ams.

AIDSO leaders warned that 
if corrective steps are not tak-
en, students may be forced to 
intensify their agitation.

NTA ACCOUNTABILITY DEMAND

QUICK READ

Two-month ration 
distribution announced 

in Chitradurga
CH NEWS, Chitradurga

Under the National Food 
Security Act, ration for 
May and June is being 
distributed together in 

Chitradurga district, offi-
cials said. Antyodaya 

(AAY) card holders will 
receive rice and millet as 
per monthly entitlement, 
while Priority Household 
(PHH) card holders will 

get rice and millet based 
on family size and cate-

gory. Authorities said 
beneficiaries must com-
plete biometric verifica-
tion separately for each 

month at their respective 
fair price shops. Ration 

distribution will be avail-
able daily from 6 am to 
10 pm. Officials warned 
that complaints regard-

ing under-supply or over-
charging can be reported 
through the helpline 1967 
or to the concerned de-
partment offices for ac-

tion.

CH NEWS, Mangaluru
Acting on a tip-off, Kavoor 
police arrested a man al-
legedly attempting to sell 
ganja near Maryhill heli-
pad ground in the city. 

The accused, identified as 
Irshad alias Irsha (26), 

was found in possession 
of 3.138 kg of ganja, police 
said. Officers also seized 
a scooter, mobile phone 
and other articles, taking 
the total value of seized 
property to about 1.56 

lakh. Police registered a 
case under the NDPS Act 
and said the accused has 
been involved in previous 

criminal cases.

Police arrest suspect for 
alleged ganja peddling 

bid in Mangaluru

PRAHARI vehicles to lead monsoon 
preparedness drive in Bengaluru

Rao ordered inspection of tree-cutting equipment and directed city corporations 
to submit emergency preparedness reports within one week

BENGALURU

To strengthen monsoon pre-
paredness across Greater Ben-
galuru, Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwar Rao has directed all 
city corporation commissioners 
to immediately conduct parades 
of PRAHARI emergency re-
sponse vehicles in their respec-
tive limits and ensure full read-
iness to handle heavy rains and 
flooding situations.

He issued the directions 
during a coordination meeting 
held at the Greater Bengaluru 
Authority (GBA) head office. 
He instructed officials to thor-

oughly inspect all equipment 
in PRAHARI vehicles and 
confirm their operational read-
iness for emergency use during 
the monsoon season.

Rao also ordered a detailed 
inspection of tree-cutting ma-
chinery and other emergency 
equipment across city corpora-
tions. Commissioners have 
been asked to submit a com-
prehensive preparedness report 
within one week.

He further directed officials 
to review control rooms and 
ensure that adequate staff, sys-
tems, and emergency response 
mechanisms are in place to 

handle rain-related crises effec-
tively.

Special focus was given to 
flood-prone railway low-lying 
areas. He said city officials and 
railway authorities must con-
duct joint inspections, identify 
vulnerable locations, and coor-

dinate necessary works to pre-
vent waterlogging and drain-
age failures.

The meeting also discussed 
proposals to procure litter pick-
ers to improve cleanliness 
across the city and strengthen 
solid waste management sys-
tems.Officials were instructed 
to carry out cleaning and desilt-
ing of road medians wherever 
necessary to improve rainwater 
flow and reduce flooding risks. 
Identification and removal of 
dilapidated and unsafe struc-
tures across Bengaluru were 
also prioritized for public safe-
ty.

The Commissioner warned 
against unauthorized road cut-
ting and said strict legal action 
would be taken against those 
violating rules without permis-
sion. He also emphasized reg-
ular monitoring of waterlog-
ging-prone areas and imple-
mentation of preventive mea-
sures.

Senior officials from multi-
ple departments, including city 
corporations, BWSSB, BDA, 
Railways, NHAI, and traffic 
police, attended the meeting 
and discussed coordinated ac-
tion for effective monsoon 
management.

VADAGERA

Yadgir Zilla Panchayat Plan-
ning Director C.B. Devarama-
ni visited Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (NREGA) 
worksites in several villages 
of Vadagera taluk and ap-
pealed to rural labourers to 
make full use of the 100-day 
guaranteed wage employment 
provided under the scheme.

During his visit to a nala 
desilting work site in Gu-
lasaram village, he reviewed 
the progress, quality, and 
physical status of ongoing 
works. He also inspected 
whether wages were being 
paid on time and checked the 
availability of basic facilities 
such as drinking water, shade, 
and first aid at the workplace. 
Muster rolls and biometric at-
tendance records of workers 

were also verified during the 
inspection.

Devaramani instructed Pan-
chayat Development Officers 
to ensure that NREGA pro-
vides meaningful support to 
rural households and that 
quality standards are strictly 
maintained in all development 
works. He emphasized that 
every job card holder family 
must be guaranteed up to 100 
days of wage employment 
each year.

He further directed officials 
to complete pending works 
from previous years using 
available grants and ensure 

continuous employment op-
portunities for workers. He 
added that community works 
approved under the 2025–26 
annual action plan should be 
implemented based on local 
labour demand.

The official clarified that 
claims circulating about the 
closure of  the NREGA 
scheme are false. He said that 
since agricultural work is lim-
ited during the summer sea-
son, the scheme plays a cru-
cial role in providing local 
employment and preventing 
migration to urban areas.

Officials including NREGA 
assistant director, IEC coordi-
nator, gram panchayat staff, 
and workers were present 
during the inspection. The vis-
it aimed to strengthen imple-
mentation and ensure timely 
wage employment delivery in 
rural areas.

KUNDAPUR

Residents of Nad Gram Pan-
chayat and nearby villages 
staged a protest demanding a 
permanent solution to the 
problem of contaminated and 
salty drinking water supply in 
the region.

The protest was organized in 
front of the Nad Gram Pancha-
yat office by local villagers 
along with members of the 
DYFI Padukone unit and the 
Janavadi Mahila Sangathan. 
Protesters said that villages in-
cluding Nad, Hadavu, Padu-
kone, Badakere, and Senapura 
are receiving saline and pollut-
ed water, causing serious hard-
ship to residents.

They alleged that during the 
summer season, saltwater from 
the Sauparnika river enters lo-
cal water sources, worsening 
the drinking water crisis. Due 
to this, people are forced to 
consume unsafe water, they 
said.Villagers also expressed 

dissatisfaction that despite a 
District Collector–led meeting 
held earlier, where a water 
quality test and technical report 
were recommended, no prog-
ress or official update has been 
provided so far. They accused 
authorities of negligence and 
failure to resolve the issue de-
spite repeated complaints 
raised in gram sabhas.

The protesters demanded 
immediate implementation of 
the earlier meeting’s decisions 
and called for a long-term 
solution, including the con-
struction of a vented dam in 
the Heroor–Konki stretch of 
the Sauparnika river. They also 

urged authorities to ensure reg-
ular tanker water supply during 
the summer season until a per-
manent solution is implement-
ed.

A formal memorandum was 
submitted to the Gram Pancha-
yat PDO seeking urgent action 
and an inquiry into official 
negligence.

Several local leaders and 
community representatives, 
including DYFI, CITU, wom-
en’s organisations, farmers’ 
groups, and tribal rights activ-
ists, participated in the protest 
and stressed the need for safe 
and reliable drinking water for 
all affected villages.

Villagers expressed dissatisfaction over lack of action after Collector-led 
meeting, alleging negligence despite water tests, technical reports

Villagers protest demanding 
safe drinking water supply

After days of disruprtion over demands of opposition parties after a 
meeting of floor parties after a meeting after a meeting after a meeting

Officials urge rural workers  
to use NREGA scheme

MANDYA

A technology demonstration 
on integrated management of 
whitefly and May-June borer 
pests in mulberry orchards was 
conducted at Nelamakanahalli 
village under the Gajanur clus-
ter in Maddur taluk. The pro-
gramme was organized jointly 
by the Central Silk Board Re-
search and Extension Centre 
sub-unit Maddur and the Seri-
culture Department of Mandya 
district to help silk farmers 
protect mulberry crops and im-
prove cocoon quality.

Scientist Dr. Shivakumar 
from the Central Sericulture 
Board explained various pest 
control methods and guided 
farmers on proper usage of rec-
ommended pesticides, safety 
periods, and crop protection 
measures. Officials said the 
awareness programme was ar-
ranged after several farmers in 
Maddur, Malavalli, Halaguru 
and nearby areas reported 
problems caused by the use of 
non-recommended pesticides. 
According to experts, improper 
pesticide use has affected silk-
worm growth and caused 
non-spinning syndrome, where 
fifth-stage silkworms fail to 
build cocoons even after sever-
al days.

During the demonstration, 
farmers were advised to use 
Dominant pesticide mixed at 
0.25 grams per litre of water 
for whitefly control, with a 
safety period of twenty days 
before silkworm rearing. For 
May-June beetle infestation, 
officials recommended tying 
neem branches in mulberry 
fields to attract pests, followed 
by manual collection and de-
struction. Light traps were also 
suggested as an effective con-
trol method.

Experts further advised 
spraying Rogor insecticide 
mixed at two millilitres per li-
tre of water with a safety peri-
od of twenty days to control 
May-June pests effectively. 
Officials said proper pest man-
agement would help farmers 
produce better quality cocoons 
and raw silk.Sericulture depart-
ment officers and local silk 
farmers actively participated in 
the programme and benefited 
from the technical guidance 
provided during the awareness 
session.

MANGALURU

BJP MLA Vedavyas Kamath 
on Wednesday accused the 
Congress government in Kar-
nataka of pursuing a “divide 
and rule” policy in the educa-
tion sector by withdrawing 
the uniform policy introduced 
by the previous BJP govern-
ment.

Kamath alleged that the 
uniform rule had been 
brought in to ensure equality 
among students and promote 

unity in educational institu-
tions by eliminating distinc-
tions based on caste and reli-
gion. He claimed that the 
government’s decision to 
withdraw restrictions on the 
hijab could adversely affect 
the academic atmosphere in 
schools and colleges.

The MLA further said that 
the hijab issue was still pend-
ing before the Supreme Court 
and alleged that the state gov-
ernment had ignored the judi-
cial process.

Congress following 
‘divide and rule’ policy in 
education sector: Kamat

Sericulture 
dept supports 

mulberry 
farmers 

MANDYA

District police in Mandya re-
viewed missing and kidnap-
ping cases of children in a 
monthly meeting chaired by 
the Superintendent of Police, 
along with officials from the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority and child protection 
units. Officials said 21 miss-
ing child cases are under in-
vestigation, and six old cases 
have been successfully traced 
so far. A detailed review high-
lighted several long pending 
cases, including a 2012 inci-
dent where five boys went 
missing from a boys home 
and were later traced after re-
newed investigation efforts by 
Mandya West Police. In an-
other case from 2020, a miss-
ing girl from Maddur was 
traced in Dharwad after inves-
tigation by the Women Police 
and AHTU unit, leading to 
recovery and legal closure of 
the case. A separate 2022 case 
involving a boy from a resi-
dential school was also solved 
after police traced him work-
ing in Bengaluru and brought 

him back safely. A 2023 miss-
ing case of a teenager from 
Mandya who disappeared 
from an institution was later 
traced after investigation 
across Mysuru and Bengaluru, 
where he was found in custody 
in a criminal case. In a more 
recent interstate case, police 
traced a missing woman and 
three children from Sriranga-
patna by tracking mobile call 
records and coordinated search 
operations in Bihar, leading to 
their safe recovery. Police offi-
cials said continuous monitor-
ing and coordinated efforts 
between departments have 
helped in tracing most missing 
children in the district.

Officials urged the public to 
immediately report missing 
cases and cooperate with po-
lice investigations. They said 
special units including AHTU, 
Women Police, and local sta-
tions are working together to 
trace children quickly. The Su-
perintendent of Police directed 
staff to strengthen tracking sys-
tems, use technology and mo-
bile data, and speed up inter-
state coordination. 

Mandya police trace multiple 
missing children cases

VIJAYAPURA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Anand has 
instructed officials to ensure 
quick solutions for rural citizens 
who approach government of-
fices with grievances.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the renovated furniture 
and facilities at the Tikota Taluk 
Panchayat office in Vijayapura 
district. The upgraded office 
now includes improved seating 
arrangements, computers, print-
ers, drinking water facilities, 
and sanitation infrastructure 
aimed at creating a better work-
ing environment for staff. Rishi 

Anand said that a clean and 
well-maintained office environ-
ment improves efficiency and 
motivates employees to per-
form better. He appreciated the 
efforts of the Taluk Panchayat 
administration for improving 
infrastructure within the exist-
ing building and providing nec-
essary facilities for staff conve-
nience.He urged officers and 
staff to work with greater dedi-
cation and aim to make Tikota 
taluk a model administrative 
unit. He also emphasized that 
available resources and equip-
ment should be used effectively 
to ensure faster and more effi-
cient public service delivery.

Rural grievances must be 
addressed quickly: ZP CEO

AFZALPUR

In a swift investigation, De-
val Gangapur police arrested 
five accused in connection 
with the theft of two oxen 
belonging to a farmer in 
Gobbur (B) village of Afzal-
pur taluk. The police also 
seized ₹80,000 in cash and a 
Mahindra pickup vehicle 
used in the crime. According 
to police, the incident took 
place on the night of March 
31 when two white oxen tied 
in Survey No. 445 of farmer 
Iranna Revura’s land were 
stolen. A case was registered 
at the Deval Gangapur police 
station on April 4 following 
the complaint.

Acting on the seriousness 
of the case, DySP Thamaraya 
Patil formed a special inves-
tigation team led by CPI 
Lakhan Masaguppi, PSI San-
geeta Sinde, ASI Ravindra, 
and other staff members. The 

team carried out a detailed 
probe and traced the accused 
involved in the theft. The ar-
rested persons have been 
identified as Asif Qureshi 
from Kalaburagi, Supiana 
Qureshi and Aksharbilal 
Sheikh from Gobbur (B), 
Babu Bhajantri from Ha-
vanur, and M D Ismail 
Qureshi from Mastakpur in 
Bidar district.

Police said the stolen oxen 
were part of a coordinated 
theft operation, and further 
investigation is underway to 
check for any wider network. 
Senior police officials appre-
ciated the team for solving 
the case quickly and recover-
ing key evidence including 
cash and the vehicle.

Authorities have warned 
that strict action will contin-
ue against cattle theft cases 
in rural areas to protect farm-
ers and their livelihood as-
sets.

Police crack ox theft case 
in Afzalpur, five arrested
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Chaos at Calcutta HC as lawyers shout ‘thief ’ slogans at Mamata
POST-POLL VIOLENCE 
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‘Judicial probe  
must in custodial 
death, rape cases’

Sunil Mittal 
 signals Bharti 

succession plan

Ranchi
The Jharkhand High Court 

on Thursday delivered a 
significant ruling on a 

public interest litigation 
on custodial deaths and 
rape cases in the state, 

mandating that a judicial 
inquiry will now be com-
pulsory in every such in-
stance. A division bench 
of Chief Justice M.S. So-
nak and Justice Rajesh 

Shankar directed that any 
death or rape occurring in 
police custody or jail cus-
tody must be subjected to 
a judicial inquiry without 

exception. The court ruled 
that such inquiries are 

mandatory under Section 
196(2) of the Bharatiya 

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
and the corresponding 
provision contained in 
Section 176(1A) of the 

erstwhile Criminal Proce-
dure Code (CrPC).

New Delhi
Airtel Chairman and Man-
aging Director Sunil Bharti 

Mittal on Thursday said 
that he plans to hand over 

the reins of the telecom 
major to the next genera-
tion in the next ten years. I 

wish to hand over the 
reins to the next genera-
tion in the next 10 years, 

Mittal said in the compa-
ny’s concall. Mittal was 
re-appointed as Chair-
man of Bharti Airtel for 

another five-year term on 
Wednesday, with effect 

from October 1, 2026. The 
company’s board also ap-

proved the re-appoint-
ment of Nisaba Godrej as 
an Independent Director 
for a second term of five 
years, effective August 4 
this year. The Airtel CMD 

said that he was not hap-
py with the Q4 financial 

results of Airtel and would 
be working to step up the 

Average Revenue Per 
User (ARPU) of the tele-

com major.

Guj govt prioritises workers' 
welfare, health security

‘The industrial growth and employment generation were 
closely linked to the welfare and health of workers’

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
workers’ welfare, healthcare 
access and social security 
during the 93rd Regional 
Council Meeting of the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance Cor-
poration (ESIC) held in Gand-
hinagar on Thursday. 

The meeting was jointly 
chaired by Bavaliya and State 
Minister Kantilal Amrutiya 
and focused on the implemen-
tation of the Employees’ State 
Insurance Scheme, healthcare 
services for insured workers 
and several labour welfare-re-
lated administrative and med-
ical issues.

Addressing members of the 
ESIC Board ,  Baval iya 
stressed that industrial growth 
and employment generation 
were closely linked to the 
welfare and health of work-
ers. He said workers formed 
the foundation of Gujarat’s 
development and therefore 
deserved strong social securi-

ty protections and quality 
healthcare facilities.

Providing adequate health-
care facilities, medical ser-
vices and social security to 
workers who form the foun-
dation of the state’s develop-
ment is the priority of the 
state government, the minister 
said during the meeting.

Bavaliya also highlighted 
the broader development 
agenda being pursued under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the national level and 
Chief Minister Bhupendra Pa-
tel in Gujarat. He said the 
state government had imple-
mented several welfare pro-
grammes aimed at providing 
workers with social security, 
economic empowerment and 
healthcare protection.

The minister stated that the 
new Labour Codes and Social 
Security Code introduced by 
the Union Ministry of Labour 
and Employment would cre-
ate a more integrated and ef-
ficient social protection 
framework for workers in 

both organised and unorgan-
ised sectors. According to 
him, the reforms would help 
simplify access to benefits 
and improve labour welfare 
systems across the country.

Bavaliya also spoke about 
the growing use of digital 
platforms in labour adminis-
tration. He said initiatives 
such as the e-Shram portal 
had improved worker regis-
tration processes and made 
access to welfare schemes 
easier, more transparent and 
more efficient for labourers 
across different sectors.

During the meeting, the 
minister shared details of ES-
IC’s annual health screening 
initiative launched on May 7. 
Under the programme, in-
sured workers aged 40 years 
and above will receive free 
annual medical check-ups 
across the country. Bavaliya 
said the initiative would sup-
port early detection and time-
ly treatment of serious diseas-
es.

He further highlighted the 
recently inaugurated Model 
Hospital in the Bapunagar 
area of Ahmedabad, describ-
ing it as a major step towards 
strengthening healthcare in-
frastructure for workers in 
Gujarat.

The meeting also included 
discussions on improving 
healthcare quality under the 
ESI scheme, ensuring timely 
treatment for insured workers, 
introducing modern medical 
equipment in hospitals and 
dispensaries, and accelerating 
recruitment for vacant medi-
cal and administrative posts.

BJP questions 
Rahul’s foreign visits, 

funding sources
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party on 
Thursday launched a fresh at-
tack on Lok Sabha Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
over his foreign travels during 
the past two decades. 

Senior BJP leaders raised 
concerns over the frequency 
of Rahul Gandhi’s overseas 
trips and alleged that the Con-
gress leader owed an explana-
tion to the public regarding 
the financial arrangements 
linked to those visits. 

The party said questions re-
mained unanswered about 
who funded several of Gand-
hi’s international travels and 
whether there was complete 
transparency regarding the 
expenses involved.

The BJP’s criticism comes 
amid intensifying political ex-
changes between the ruling 
party and the opposition 
ahead of major electoral bat-
tles in several states and 
preparations for future nation-
al political campaigns. Party 
leaders accused Gandhi of 
repeatedly travelling abroad 
while key political develop-
ments and parliamentary ses-
sions were taking place in 
India.

According to BJP represen-
tatives, the Congress leader 
had undertaken numerous vis-
its to foreign countries over 
the last 20 years, including 
both personal and political 
engagements. The party al-
leged that the details regard-
ing accommodation, transpor-
tation and sponsorship for 
many of these trips had not 
been clearly disclosed in the 
public domain.

The BJP further claimed 
that citizens had the right to 
know the money trail behind 
such extensive foreign travel 
by a senior political leader 
holding a constitutional posi-
tion as Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha. The party 
also questioned whether any 
foreign entities or undisclosed 
organisations had supported 
the visits financially.

While addressing the issue, 
BJP leaders described Gand-
hi’s travel pattern as luxurious 
globe-trotting and argued that 
transparency was essential in 
public life, especially for in-
dividuals occupying import-
ant political positions. The 
party demanded that Gandhi 
or the Congress leadership 
clarify the source of funding 
and provide detailed explana-
tions regarding the trips.

The Congress party had not 
immediately issued a detailed 
response to the allegations at 
the time of reporting. Howev-
er, Congress leaders in the 
past have defended Rahul 
Gandhi’s international visits, 
stating that several of them 
involved academic events, 
meetings with the Indian dias-
pora, political interactions and 
personal engagements.

Political observers believe 
the BJP’s remarks are part of 
a broader strategy to chal-
lenge Gandhi’s public image 
and portray him as discon-
nected from domestic issues. 
The renewed criticism is ex-
pected to further intensify po-
litical tensions between the 
ruling alliance and the oppo-
sition in the coming weeks.

The party 
alleged that the 

details regarding 
accommodation, 

transportation 
and sponsorship 

for many of  
these trips had 

not been clearly 
disclosed in the 
public domain

KOLKATA

Mild tension broke out at the 
premises of the Calcutta High 
Court on Thursday after Ma-
mata Banerjee alleged that 
she was assaulted and heckled 
by a section of lawyers while 
leaving the court premises. 

The incident occurred after 
Banerjee appeared as counsel 
before a division bench hear-
ing a public interest litigation 
related to alleged post-poll 
violence in West Bengal. 

According to eyewitness 
accounts, a group of advo-
cates and individuals gathered 
near the court premises began 

shouting slogans against Ma-
mata Banerjee as she exited 
the building following the 
hearing. 

Some lawyers allegedly ad-
dressed her as a thief, while 
others were heard making 
abusive remarks directed at 
the former chief minister and 
Trinamool Congress chief.

As the situation grew tense, 
Banerjee briefly stopped and 
spoke to waiting journalists 
outside the court. Pointing to-
wards the agitated crowd, she 
alleged that she had been as-
saulted during the commo-
tion. They have assaulted me, 
she told media personnel be-

fore leaving the court premis-
es.

The incident quickly trig-
gered political reactions from 
the All India Trinamool Con-
gress, which strongly criti-
cised the behaviour of the 
protesting lawyers. Party 
s p o k e s p e r s o n  A r u p 
Chakraborty described the in-
cident as undemocratic and 
inappropriate, especially 
within the premises of a court.

Chakraborty said it was un-
fortunate that individuals who 
often speak about democratic 
values in West Bengal be-
haved in such a manner inside 
what he described as a temple 

of justice. He also claimed 
that the treatment faced by 
Banerjee reflected the deteri-
orating democratic atmo-

sphere in the state under the 
current political environment.

Earlier in the day, Banerjee 
had argued before a division 

bench headed by Chief Justice 
Sujoy Paul and Justice Partha 
Sarathi Sen. She sought judi-
cial intervention over alleged 
incidents of post-poll violence 
in West Bengal following the 
declaration of Assembly elec-
tion results on May 4.

During her arguments, Ba-
nerjee urged the court to act 
against violence allegedly tar-
geting women and members 
of minority communities after 
the elections. She argued that 
immediate measures were 
necessary to protect vulnera-
ble groups and restore law 
and order in affected areas.

However, the state govern-

ment opposed her claims 
during the hearing. State 
counsel Dhiraj Trivedi reject-
ed the allegations and argued 
that the accusations were 
baseless because no specific 
incidents or evidence had 
been presented before the 
court.

The developments at the 
High Court added fresh po-
litical tension to the already 
heated debate over alleged 
post-poll violence in West 
Bengal, with both ruling and 
opposition parties continu-
ing to trade accusations over 
the law and order situation 
in the state.

PRATEEK YADAV CREMATED AS 
FAMILY BIDS EMOTIONAL FAREWELL

LUCKNOW

The last rites of Prateek Ya-
dav were performed at Bai-
kunth Dham on Thursday in 
the presence of grieving fam-
ily members, relatives, sup-
porters and senior political 
leaders. 

The funeral ceremony took 
place at Baikunth Dham cre-
mation ground in Lucknow’s 
Bhaisakund area, where vet-
eran journalist Arvind Bisht 
performed the final rites and 
lit the funeral pyre. 

After carrying out the ritu-
als, Bisht became visibly 
emotional and was seen wip-
ing away tears with a tradi-
tional gamcha while offering 
folded-hand prayers to his 
son-in-law.

The atmosphere at the cre-
mation ground remained 
deeply emotional throughout 
the ceremony as family mem-
bers and supporters gathered 
to bid Prateek Yadav a final 
farewell.

Akhilesh Yadav also arrived 
at the cremation ground and 
paid an emotional tribute to 

his younger brother. Along 
with cousins Dharmendra Ya-
dav and Aditya Yadav, Akh-
ilesh Yadav participated in the 
last rites by placing logs on 
the pyre according to Hindu 
funeral traditions.

Prateek Yadav’s wife Apar-
na Yadav and their daughters, 
Prathama and Padmaja, were 
present during the final rites. 
Several family members, in-
cluding Shivpal Singh Yadav, 
were also seen seated together 
at the cremation ground as the 
family mourned the loss. 
Akhilesh Yadav’s son, Arjun 
Yadav, remained with rela-
tives throughout the ceremo-
ny.

Senior political leaders cut-
ting across party lines attend-
ed the funeral to pay their re-
spects. Uttar Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak 
was among those present at 
the cremation ground. Earlier, 
Deputy Chief Minister Kes-
hav Prasad Maurya, Dimple 
Yadav and several other lead-
ers had visited the family res-
idence to offer condolences.

Prateek Yadav’s funeral 

procession began earlier in 
the day from his residence 
and attracted thousands of 
supporters. Emotional slogans 
of Prateek Yadav Amar Ra-
hein echoed during the pro-
cession as supporters lined the 
route to pay their respects. 
Leaders from both the Sama-
jwadi Party and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party participated in 
the procession, reflecting the 
wide personal connections 
maintained by Prateek Yadav.

Following family tradition, 
his mortal remains were brief-
ly kept outside the Samajwadi 

Party office before the proces-
sion moved towards the cre-
mation ground. According to 
customary rituals, the body 
was placed on the ground five 
times before reaching Bai-
kunth Dham.

Prateek Yadav was also re-
membered for his affection 
towards animals. During the 
procession, Aparna Yadav dis-
played a photograph featuring 
Prateek Yadav with his pet 
dogs and monkey on the 
hearse, an emotional tribute 
that touched many mourners 
present at the ceremony.

Balianta mob lynching: Odisha 
crime branch nabs main accused
BHUBANESWAR

The Crime Branch of Odisha 
Police on Thursday arrested 
the prime accused involved in 
the brutal mob lynching of a 
Government Railway Police 
(GRP) constable, Soumya Ran-
jan Swain, in Balianta police 
station area on the outskirts of 
Bhubaneswar on May 7 over 
allegations of sexual harass-
ment of a girl.

Following Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi’s direc-
tions, the Crime Branch was 
entrusted with the investigation 
into the sensational incident 
that occurred in the Bhingar-
pur-Kaja area under Balianta 
Police Station on May 7.

In a press statement, the 
Crime Branch revealed that on 
May 14, based on substantial 
evidence collected during the 
course of the investigation, the 
main accused, Ranjit Patra alias 
Chinu, 24, of Gangeswargada 
under Cuttack Sadar police sta-
tion in the Cuttack Urban Po-
lice District, was arrested.

Investigation has revealed his 
alleged involvement in assault-
ing the deceased on the head, a 

vital part of the body, with a 
bamboo stick after the deceased 
had been immobilized by hav-
ing his hands and legs tied with 
ropes, informed the Crime 
Branch.

Additionally, another ac-
cused, identified as Judhisthira 
Jena alias Bunty (22), was also 
arrested on May 11 and for-
warded to the Court, which sent 
him to judicial custody. So far, 
a total of 13 accused persons 
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the mob lynching 
case, of whom 11 were arrested 
earlier by the local police.

Investigation is continuing on 
a priority basis, and efforts are 
underway to identify and appre-
hend other persons involved in 
the incident, the Crime Branch 
added. Notably, the premier in-
vestigating wing of the Odisha 
Police has taken full control of 
the investigation into two cases 
registered at the Balianta Police 
Station, one related to the mob 
lynching of Soumya and the 
other based on a complaint 
lodged by one of the victim 
girls, who accused the deceased 
of attempting to sexually as-
sault her.

Vijay govt announces 2% DA hike for employees, pensioners
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay on 
Thursday announced a 
two per cent increase in 
Dearness Allowance 
(DA) for state govern-
ment employees, teach-
ers, pensioners, and fam-
ily pensioners, raising it 
from 58 per cent to 60 per 
cent with retrospective 
effect from January 1, 
2026.

The announcement was 
made through an official 
government press release 
issued by the Department 
of Information and Public 
Relations. The move is 

expected to benefit nearly 16 
lakh government employees, 
teachers, pensioners, and fam-
ily pensioners across the state.

According to the statement, 
the decision was taken after 
the Union government en-
hanced the Dearness Allow-
ance for Central government 
employees from 58 per cent 
to 60 per cent with effect 
from January 1, 2026.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has now extended the 
same benefit to state govern-
ment staff and pensioners.

The state government said 
the hike reflects its commit-
ment towards the welfare of 
its employees and teachers, 
who play a crucial role in im-

plementing welfare schemes 
and public service initiatives 
across the state.

The press release noted that 
the administration led by 
Chief Minister Vijay has been 
focused on introducing and 
effectively implementing sev-
eral people-centric welfare 
measures.

Officials said the increase 
in DA would result in an ad-
ditional annual expenditure of 
approximately Rs 1,230 crore 
for the state exchequer. De-
spite the financial burden, the 
government has decided to 
allocate the necessary addi-
tional funds, keeping in mind 
the welfare of employees, 
teachers, pensioners, and fam-

ily pensioners.
The announcement comes 

at a time when the newly 
elected Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is rolling out a series of 
administrative and welfare-re-
lated measures following the 
2026 Assembly elections.

Employee unions and pen-
sioners’ associations have 
welcomed the move, stating 
that the hike would provide 
relief amid rising living costs 
and inflationary pressures.

The revised Dearness Al-
lowance will be implemented 
retrospectively from January 
1, 2026, and the government 
is expected to issue detailed 
orders regarding disbursement 
and arrears soon.
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Government of Karnataka
Public Works Department

  Office of the Executive Engineer,
Mysuru Division, Mysuru.

E-mail: eepwdmys21@gmail.com
Phone No. & Fax No. 0821-2420810

IFT No. 36/2025-26/2nd Call Dt.12.05.2026
ITEM WISE SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka, Executive
Engineer, Public Works Department has published
item wise Tender notification for RECONSTRUCTION
OF BRIDGE AT CH 35.20 KM AT SRIRANGAPATNA TO
MALE MAHADESHWARA HILL ROAD (SH-79) IN T
NARASIPURA TALUK work approved under H/A:5054-
80-190-0-01-132 KRDCL-Capital Expenses with KW-
4 Conditions & Regulations with Two cover systems.
The Minimum Amount Put to Tender is Rs.201.77
Lakhs and EMD amount is Rs.3.03 Lakhs. Pre bid
Meeting will be held in the undersigned office at 11.00
A.M on 16.05.2026. Tenders shall be Submitted in KPP-
Portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from 12.05.2026
to 20.05.2026 within 17.00 PM. Period for completion
05 months (including monsoon) Only eligible KPWD
Contractor Registered in the KPP-Portal shall participate.
More details can be obtained from the office of the
under Signed during office hours. Any amendments or
modifications in tender notification will be published
in KPP-Portal Only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Public Work Department
Mysuru Division, Mysuru

DIPR/DDMYS/176/KSMCA/136/2026-27

KSMCA/Mys/136 Size : 12x8

JOB NO   223/83   10 X 2

Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,
Chikkamagaluru invites Tenders through K.P.P.P. related
to works of Koppa, N.R. Pura and Sringeri Taluks in
Chikkamagaluru District. Max. Approx. Amount put to
Tender is Rs. 50.40 lakhs. Details of capability to
undertake or of having implemented the works should
be attached as per Standard Tender Document KW – 3.
For the said works the documents downloaded from
K.P.P.P. can be filled and uploaded from 12.05.2026 to
25.05.2026 up to 5.30 PM. Technical Bid will be opened
on 27.05.2026 at 5.05 PM. If possible the Financial Bid
will be opened on 01.06.2026 at 11.00 AM. If this day is
declared as holiday then the next day will be consid
ered. Notice can be read on www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Further details can be obtained by contacting the case
worker during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering
Division, Chikkamagaluru.

DIPR/CKM/KSMCA/26-27/31/223

Government of Karnataka - Z illa Panchayat
Office of The Executive Engineer,

Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Chikkamagaluru
Ph No.: 08262-220936 e-mail: zpedckm@rediffmail.com
Tender Notice No.:45/2025-26/2nd Call/385    D: 12.05.2026

Tender Notice - 3rd Call

Tender Invited (E- Procurement)
Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering 

Division, Belagavi hereby invited tender from Registered 
Contractors for the Item rates through kpppPortal.There are 
total 03 (26304/call-2, 22831/CALL-3, 26626)work have 
been called, Standard osf tender documents KW-3 for price 
of Hightest and Lowest Estimated Cost Rs. 86.00 Lakhs and 
Rs. 10.00 Lakh respectively and also Hightest and Lowest 
EMD has As Per Eprocurement  for each work. The last date 
for Submission of any Quarries is 22-05-2026 17:28 PM, the 
last date for submission of tender bid is on 22-05-2026 17:28 
PM. Opening of technical bid is  on 25-0-2026 11-00 AM and 
Expected Financial bid will be opened on 25-05-2026 11:30 
AM. For any other information/ clarifications please contact 
the below signed office, and also search internet forkppp-
Portal website http://kppp-proc.karnataka.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

Sd/-Executive Engineer,
P. R. E. Division, Belagavi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-247/KSMCA/2026-27

Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering 
Division, Belagavi 

SN:PRED/BGM/PB-1/TENDER-06/2026-27/621  DATED:14/05/2026

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

SATHEESAN AS CM: HOW CONG 
DUCKED A K'TAKA REPEAT IN KERALA

 Continued from page 1 

For nearly 10 days after the 
Congress-led UDF swept 
Kerala, the party looked dan-
gerously close to replaying a 
familiar script. The numbers 
inside the legislature party ap-
peared to favour KC Venugo-
pal. But on Thursday, the 
Congress high command 
chose VD Satheesan as Chief 
Minister, a decision many 
within the party see as a con-
scious attempt to avoid the 
kind of lingering power strug-
gle that has troubled the Con-
gress government in Karnata-
ka since 2023.

According to sources, Con-
gress MP Sonia Gandhi was 
also asked for advice while 
deliberations were underway 
and she suggested the party 
should go with someone who 
is able to keep the party to-
gether in the state. Soon after, 
the decision was clear: Sath-
eesan was picked as the par-
ty’s Kerala CM name.

The comparison with Kar-
nataka, however, is difficult to 
ignore. In both states, the 
Congress faced a similar 
question after victory: should 
the party reward the leader 
who rebuilt the organisation 
and led the campaign, or 
should it go with the candi-
date who enjoyed stronger 
backing among MLAs?

In Kerala, the Congress ap-
pears to have decided that re-
peating the Karnataka formu-
la could come at a political 
cost.

K'taka model that 
 continue to haunt Cong

After the Congress’s emphat-
ic victory in Karnataka in 
2023, the biggest battle was 
not against the BJP but inside 
the party itself.

DK Shivakumar was wide-
ly credited with reviving the 
Congress organisation in Kar-
nataka after years of setbacks. 
As state Congress chief, he 
played a central role in mobil-
ising cadres, fundraising, co-
alition-building and leading 
the campaign machinery. 
Many Congress workers be-
lieved he had earned the 
Chief Minister’s post through 
years of political groundwork.

But when the time came to 
choose the CM, the Congress 
high command picked Sidda-
ramaiah.

The main reason was legis-
lative support. A larger sec-
tion of MLAs backed Sidda-
ramaiah, who was seen as the 
party’s tallest mass leader in 
the state. Shivakumar eventu-
ally accepted the Deputy 
Chief Minister’s role after 
prolonged negotiations, but 
reports of a “rotational CM 
arrangement" and continuing 
rivalry never fully disap-
peared.

Even three years later, peri-
odic speculation over leader-
ship change continues to sur-
face in Karnataka politics, 
forcing the Congress leader-
ship to repeatedly deny inter-
nal tensions.

That experience appears to 
have influenced how the Con-
gress approached Kerala.

How Satheesan became 
face of Congress'  
Kerala revival

When the Congress suf-
fered defeat in the 2021 Ker-
ala Assembly election, the 
party leadership handed VD 
Satheesan the role of Leader 
of Opposition.

At that time, the choice it-
self was seen as a generation-
al shift. Satheesan projected a 
more aggressive opposition 
style compared to the Con-
gress’s earlier leadership in 
Kerala. He frequently took 
the fight directly to the 
CPI(M) government over cor-
ruption allegations, gover-
nance issues, law-and-order 
controversies and financial 
management.

Over the next few years, 
Sa theesan increas ingly 
emerged as the public face of 
the UDF opposition cam-
paign.

Congress workers across 
Kerala often viewed him as 
the leader who brought ener-
gy back into the party’s state 
unit after years of factional 
fatigue. During the election 
campaign too, Satheesan re-

mained at the forefront of ral-
lies, media outreach and polit-
ical messaging.

By the time the UDF re-
turned to power, many within 
the Congress believed Sathee-
san had become inseparable 
from the party’s comeback 
narrative.

Public support 
outweighs seniority
One major reason appears to 
have been public sentiment. 
As uncertainty over the CM 
choice dragged on, signs of 
unease began emerging within 

sections of the Congress cad-
re. Posters reportedly ap-
peared in parts of Kerala 
warning the leadership 
against sidelining Satheesan 
despite his role in the UDF 
victory.

The concern within the par-
ty was that if the Congress 
overlooked the leader most 
associated with the victory 
campaign, it could demoralise 
workers and create the im-
pression that grassroots polit-
ical effort mattered less than 
organisational lobbying in 
Delhi.

In Karnataka, the Congress had prioritised MLA numbers. In Kerala, however, it chose differently

How did Satheesan rise in Kerala politics?
* Born in 1964 in Nettoor near Kochi, Satheesan entered 

politics through the Kerala Students Union (KSU)  
before gradually moving into the Youth Congress and main-

stream party structure.

* Unlike many Congress power centres built through Delhi 
lobbying or factional camps, Satheesan built his image large-

ly through ground-level politics and legislative visibility.

* A lawyer by training, he became known inside the Kerala 
Assembly for his sharp speeches and combative style.

* Since 2001, he has continuously represented the Paravur 
Assembly constituency in Ernakulam district, slowly  

building a reputation as one of the Congress’s most vocal 
leaders in Kerala politics.

* When the UDF lost the 2021 Kerala Assembly election to 
the Left Front under Pinarayi Vijayan, the Congress was 

facing a serious credibility problem in the state.  
That was when the party unexpectedly appointed Satheesan 

as Leader of the Opposition.

* Though many questioned the decision, but over 
 the next five years, Satheesan completely  

reshaped his political image.

* He became the Congress’s loudest anti-Left  
voice, repeatedly attacking the Vijayan government over 

corruption allegations, governance controversies, financial 
issues and law-and-order concerns.

Delhi mandates two-
day work from home 
for govt employees

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Thursday an-
nounced mandatory work-
from-home for government 
employees for two days every 
week as part of a fuel conser-
vation and sustainable mobil-
ity initiative.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the Chief Minister said 
all Delhi government offices 
will implement the policy im-
mediately. Private companies 
and institutions will also be 
advised to adopt a similar 
two-day work-from-home 
system, while the Labour De-
partment will monitor imple-
mentation of the advisory.

The announcement comes 
days after Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi urged citizens to 
reduce fuel consumption and 
adopt environmentally sus-
tainable practices.

As part of the new mea-
sures, the Delhi government 
has also reduced petrol and 
diesel quotas for official vehi-
cles by 20 percent. Officials 
who earlier received 200 to 
250 litres of fuel per month 

will now receive only 160 to 
200 litres.

The Chief Minister further 
announced that ministers and 
senior officials will use the 
Delhi Metro every Monday 
under a campaign titled “Met-
ro Monday.” She said govern-
ment departments have al-
ready begun reducing fuel 
expenses by limiting use of 
official vehicles and encour-
aging public transport.

Rekha Gupta also appealed 
to private organisations to 
support the initiative in order 
to reduce traffic congestion 
and fuel usage across the city.

In another symbolic move 
aimed at promoting sustain-
able mobility, the Chief Min-
ister reduced her official con-
voy by nearly 60 percent. Her 
motorcade will now consist of 
only four vehicles, including 
two electric vehicles.

The Delhi government 
said the measures are part of 
a broader effort to encourage 
energy conservation, public 
transport usage and environ-
mentally friendly commut-
ing practices in the national 
capital.

Stalin takes responsibility for DMK defeat
CHENNAI

Accepting full responsibility for 
the DMK’s defeat in the 2026 
Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, 
MK Stalin on Thursday called for 
unity, introspection and sweeping 
organisational reforms within the 
party. 

The meeting marked the first 
major organisational gathering of 
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
after the DMK-led Secular Pro-
gressive Alliance lost power in the 
Assembly elections to the alliance 
headed by Chief Minister C. Jo-
seph Vijay and his Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam party.

During his address, Stalin said 
there was no benefit in leaders 
blaming one another for the party’s 
defeat. He stated that as party pres-
ident, he was willing to take com-
plete responsibility for the setback.

One is blaming another and 
pointing an accusing finger at 
someone else. There will be no end 
if we continue blaming one anoth-
er. When I take pride in victory, I 
should also take responsibility for 
defeat. There is nothing wrong 
with it. It is only fair, Stalin said.

Referring to the rapid rise of 

TVK in Tamil Nadu politics, Stalin 
described the party’s electoral suc-
cess as a new and attractive magic 
tsunami that had caused major po-
litical damage in the state. Howev-
er, he clarified that he was not re-
ferring to the achievement itself, 
but to the broader political impact 
it had created.

By tsunami, I do not mean 
achievement or adventure. I only 
mean that it has caused great dam-
age. It has damaged the interests of 
Tamil Nadu, he said while urging 
party cadres to work towards re-
gaining public trust.

Stalin emphasised that the defeat 
represented only a temporary elec-
toral setback and not the end of the 
DMK’s political future. He called 
on party leaders and workers to 
carefully analyse constituency-lev-
el failures and reconnect with the 
people through disciplined organi-
sational efforts.

Highlighting the importance of 

unity within the party structure, 
Stalin reminded district secretaries 
that every cadre played an import-
ant role in strengthening the move-
ment. A building stands supported 
by all its pillars. Everyone is im-
portant, he said, while also warn-
ing that those unwilling to work 
with commitment could step aside.

As part of the party’s revival 
efforts, Stalin announced a state-
wide internal review process to 
identify the reasons behind the 
electoral defeat. A special com-
mittee will travel across Tamil 
Nadu and submit a detailed report 
within 20 days after gathering 
feedback from cadres and local 
leaders. The DMK chief also an-
nounced the launch of a dedicated 
website from Friday to collect 
suggestions from party workers, 
supporters and well-wishers re-
garding organisational reforms 
and reasons for the defeat.

Hinting at major changes with-
in the party, Stalin said drastic 
changes would be introduced 
based on the feedback received. 
Ending his speech on a hopeful 
note, he expressed confidence 
that the DMK would recover po-
litically in the future.

He called for unity, 
introspection and 

sweeping organisational 
reforms within the party

Tender commission scam: Jharkhand 
ex-min Alamgir out on bail

RANCHI

Former Jharkhand minister Alamgir 
Alam was released from Birsa Munda 
Central Jail on Thursday after the Su-
preme Court granted him bail in the 
high-profile tender commission scam.

Alamgir Alam had been in judicial 
custody since May 2024 along with his 
private secretary Sanjiv Lal in connec-
tion with an alleged corruption and 
money laundering racket involving 
government tenders in Jharkhand. 

The Supreme Court granted him bail 
earlier this week after lower courts and 
the Jharkhand High Court had rejected 
his plea for relief.

According to reports, Alam’s release 
was delayed briefly because the Su-
preme Court’s order was not uploaded 
on the official court portal on time. The 
required legal formalities were later 
completed after his wife, Nishat Alam, 
submitted the surety documents.

Soon after his release from jail, sup-

porters gathered outside the prison 
premises and celebrated by distributing 
sweets and bursting firecrackers. The 
celebrations, however, sparked sharp 
reactions from opposition parties, es-
pecially the Bharatiya Janata Party.

Leader of Opposition in the 
Jharkhand Assembly and former Chief 
Minister Babulal Marandi criticised the 
celebrations, stating that Alam had not 
been acquitted of the charges but had 
only received interim relief due to con-
siderations related to age and health.

In a social media post, Marandi 
questioned the public celebrations and 
remarked sarcastically that the scenes 
resembled the return of a freedom 
fighter rather than someone accused in 
a major corruption case. He also re-
ferred to the alleged recovery of a huge 
amount of cash during the investiga-
tion and questioned whether corruption 
and misuse of public money deserved 
such public celebration.

The case relates to an alleged organ-
ised tender commission racket within 
Jharkhand’s Rural Development De-
partment. According to the Enforce-
ment Directorate, contractors were al-
legedly forced to pay nearly three per-
cent commission in exchange for se-
curing government tenders. 
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QUICK READ
French Prez

 Macron faces a test 
next week 

Senate set to convene 
as impeachment court 

on May 18

PARIS
French President Emma-
nuel Macron faces a test 

next week when lawmak-
ers decide whether to ap-
prove his former chief of 
staff to run the central 

bank, a nomination some 
critics say is part of a 

campaign to protect key 
institutions from a possi-
ble far-right election win 

in 2027. A ‌rejection of Em-
manuel Moulin would 

represent an embarrass-
ing defeat, underlining the 

unpopular president’s 
lame-duck status less 
than a year before his 

second term ends. Mean-
while, approval would 

likely fuel rivals’ accusa-
tions that Macron is in-
stalling loyalists to top 

jobs who can ensure his 
legacy.

MANILA
The Philippine Senate will 
convene as an impeach-

ment court on May 18 
ahead of the trial ‌of Vice 

President Sara Duterte, its 
president said on Thurs-
day, with tensions flaring 

as the country’s most 
powerful political clans 
face off. With former al-
ly-turned-enemy Presi-

dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr 
limited by the constitution 
to a single term in office, 

Duterte has been the 
clear favourite to succeed 
him in 2028, but she fac-
es a ban from holding of-
fice and removal from her 

post if convicted. The 
24-member upper house 
will convene as a court on 

Monday to go over rules 
and procedures ahead of 
the start of a trial, which 

will take place.

Trump seeks China’s help to end Iran war 
WASHINGTON

 
The ongoing U.S.-Israeli con-
flict with Iran has cast a shad-
ow over the summit be-
tween the two world leaders 
as diplomatic efforts to se-
cure peace remain stalled. 

More than a month after a 
fragile ceasefire was intro-
duced, negotiations have 
failed to achieve meaning-
ful progress, while the war 
continues to affect global 
energy markets and political 
stability in the Middle East.

The conflict has already 
claimed thousands of lives 

and reshaped regional alli-
ances. Rising oil and com-
modity prices linked to the 
fighting have also added 
pressure on the global econ-
omy, with concerns grow-

ing in the United States 
over inflation and economic 
uncertainty ahead of the 
November midterm elec-
tions.

Washington has demand-

ed that Iran abandon its nu-
clear programme and stop 
restricting access through 
the Strait of Hormuz, one of 
the world’s most critical 
shipping lanes. Before the 
war began on February 28, 
around 20 percent of global 
oil and liquefied natural gas 
supplies moved through the 
narrow waterway.Iran, how-
ever, has insisted on com-
pensation for war-related 
damage and demanded an 
end to the U.S. blockade of 
Iranian ports. Tehran has 
also called for a halt to 
fighting in Lebanon, where 

Israeli forces remain en-
gaged in conflict with the 
Iran-backed Hezbollah 
movement. Trump has re-
jected Iran’s demands, de-
scribing them as unaccept-
able.

China’s role in the crisis 
has drawn increasing atten-
tion because of its close 
economic relationship with 
Tehran and its position as a 
major buyer of Iranian oil. 

Analysts believe Wash-
ington hopes Beijing can 
use its influence to pressure 
Iran into reducing tensions 
in the Persian Gulf region.

FRAGILE CEASEFIRE 

China's Xi warns Trump on 
Taiwan at Beijing summit

 The two leaders were joined by business executives for a lavish state banquet, 
after meeting for two hours and 15 minutes at the start of their two-day summit.
BEIJING

 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
told U.S. President Donald 
Trump that trade negotiations 
between the two countries 
were moving in a positive di-
rection during a high-profile 
summit in Beijing on Thurs-
day. The remarks came during 
the opening day of a two-day 
summit in Beijing, marking 
the first visit by a sitting U.S. 
president to China in nearly a 
decade. The meeting was held 
at the Great Hall of the People 
and included an elaborate 
welcome ceremony featuring 
an honour guard and large 
crowds of children waving 
flowers and flags.

Despite ongoing tensions 
between Washington and Bei-
jing, the atmosphere during 
the summit appeared warm 

and friendly. Trump praised 
Xi during opening remarks, 
calling him a great leader and 
suggesting the meeting could 
become the biggest summit 
ever. The two leaders report-
edly held discussions for 
more than two hours on trade, 
security and regional issues.

Xi later stated that negotia-
tions between U.S. and Chi-
nese trade officials held in 
South Korea had achieved 
overall balanced and positive 
outcomes. The talks were 
aimed at preserving a fragile 
trade truce reached between 
the two nations last October 
and creating new mechanisms 
to support future trade and in-
vestment cooperation.

However, the Chinese pres-
ident also focused heavily on 
the issue of Taiwan, the 
self-governed island that Chi-

na claims as its territory. Ac-
cording to a Chinese govern-
ment summary of the talks, Xi 
described Taiwan as the most 
sensitive and important issue 
in relations between the two 
countries. He warned that if 
the matter was handled im-
properly, it could place the 
entire U.S.-China relationship 
in an extremely dangerous sit-

uation and potentially lead to 
direct confrontation or con-
flict.

Political analyst Joe Mazur 
of consultancy Trivium China 
said Beijing had delivered 
strong messages on Taiwan 
before, but Xi’s latest com-
ments stood out for their di-
rectness. He said the warning 
signaled that China wanted 
the United States to avoid any 
actions that could increase 
tensions around the island.

Trump did not publicly 
comment on the Taiwan issue 
after the meeting. The two 
leaders later appeared togeth-
er for photographs at the Tem-
ple of Heaven, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in Bei-
jing, as the summit continued 
with global attention focused 
on the future of U.S.-China 
relations.

Russia launches 
another mass 

attack on Ukraine
KYIV

 
Russia carried out its biggest 
aerial assault on Ukraine over 
a two-day period since the 
war began, targeting the cap-
ital city of Kyiv and several 
other regions with hundreds 
of drones and missiles, 
Ukrainian officials said on 
Thursday. 

According to Ukrainian au-
thorities, Russia launched 
more than 1,560 drones, mak-
ing it one of the heaviest co-
ordinated attacks since the 
start of the war in February 
2022. Overnight on Thursday 
alone, Moscow fired over 670 
attack drones and 56 missiles 
across Ukrainian territory.

Ukraine’s air force said its 
air defence systems intercept-
ed a large number of incom-
ing weapons during the mas-
sive overnight barrage. Offi-
cials stated that 41 missiles 
and 652 drones were success-
fully shot down before reach-
ing their intended targets. 
However, several strikes still 
caused major destruction in 
Kyiv and surrounding re-
gions.

President Zelenskiy con-
demned the attacks and said 
they demonstrated that Russia 
had no intention of bringing 
the war to an end. These are 
definitely not the actions of 
those who believe the war is 
coming to an end, he said 
while urging international al-
lies to continue supporting 
Ukraine’s air defence systems 
and military capabilities.

The Ukrainian leader also 
appealed to partner nations 

not to remain silent in the face 
of the latest escalation. He 
stressed that strengthening 
Ukraine’s ability to defend its 
skies remained critical as 
Russia intensified its aerial 
campaign.

Kyiv was identified as the 
primary target during the 
overnight attacks. Zelenskiy 
said at least 20 different loca-
tions across the capital suf-
fered damage. Explosions 
were also reported in nearby 
areas within the Kyiv region.

Officials confirmed that at 
least three people were killed 
in the strikes, while nearly 40 
others were injured, including 
two children. Emergency re-
sponse teams were deployed 
across the city to search for 
survivors and clear damaged 
buildings.

Kyiv Mayor Vitalii Klitsc-
hko warned that additional 
victims could still be trapped 
beneath collapsed concrete 
and rubble as rescue opera-
tions continued through the 
day. 

Images shared by local au-
thorities showed heavily dam-
aged residential buildings, 
shattered windows and smoke 
rising from several districts. 
The latest strikes came just 
days after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said he be-
lieved the war in Ukraine was 
nearing an end. 

President Zelenskyy said 
Russia had launched 
more than 670 attack 

drones, 56 missiles in the 
attack

Mass stir erupts in Havana 
amid blackouts, fuel crisis

HAVANA
 

Large protests broke out 
across Havana as residents 
faced some of the worst pow-
er outages in decades. 

The demonstrations spread 
through several neighbor-
hoods on the outskirts of Ha-
vana, where crowds blocked 
roads using burning piles of 
garbage, banged cooking pots 
and shouted slogans demand-
ing the restoration of electric-
ity. Protesters repeatedly 
chanted, Turn on the lights! 
and The people, united, will 
never be defeated! as frustra-
tion over extended blackouts 
boiled over.

Residents said the electrici-
ty crisis had intensified sharp-
ly since January after U.S. 

President Donald Trump im-
posed tougher economic re-
strictions on Cuba. The mea-
sures included a renewed 
embargo and threats of tariffs 
against countries supplying 
fuel to the communist-run is-
land. Cuban officials have 
blamed these sanctions for 
worsening fuel shortages and 
limiting the government’s 
ability to maintain stable elec-
tricity generation.

Many neighborhoods in 
Havana reportedly endured 
power cuts lasting more than 
40 hours. 

Residents described unbear-
able heat, spoiled food and 
increasing hardship, particu-
larly for vulnerable people 
such as the elderly and chil-
dren.

Rodolfo Alonso, a resident 

of the Playa district, said he 
joined the protests after days 
without electricity. Sweating 
in the intense heat, Alonso ex-
plained that many elderly res-
idents in his community were 
suffering badly. 

He said families were sim-
ply asking for a few hours of 
power to preserve food and 
manage daily life. Alonso in-
sisted that the demonstrations 
were not politically motivated 
but driven by desperation 
over worsening living condi-
tions.

In several locations, elec-
tricity was restored shortly 
after protests began, accord-
ing to witnesses. Reuters re-
porters observed crowds 
cheering loudly when the 
lights returned before quickly 
dispersing from the streets.

Silina resigns 
after coalition 
govt collapses

CYPRUS
 

Latvian Prime Minister Evika 
Silina announced her resigna-
tion on Thursday after the col-
lapse of her coalition govern-
ment, creating political uncer-
tainty in the Baltic nation just 
months before parliamentary 
elections scheduled for Octo-
ber. The resignation followed 
the withdrawal of support 
from a key coalition partner, 
leaving Silina without a gov-
erning majority in parliament.

In a televised statement, Si-
lina confirmed that she would 
step down from office while 
expressing determination to 
remain active in politics. 

I am resigning, but I am not 
giving up, the prime minister 
said during her public ad-
dress.

Silina, leader of the cen-
tre-right New Unity party, had 
been facing increasing pres-
sure after tensions within the 
coalition government intensi-
fied in recent days. 

The crisis reached a break-
ing point when the left-wing 
Progressives party announced 
it was withdrawing support 
for the government, effective-
ly stripping the ruling coali-
tion of its parliamentary ma-
jority.The decision by the 
Progressives came after the 
dismissal of Defence Minister 
Andris Spruds over the week-
end. Spruds, a member of the 
Progressives party, was re-
moved from his post following 
criticism surrounding the han-
dling of incidents involving 
stray Ukrainian drones enter-
ing Latvian airspace from 
Russia. The drone incidents 
had raised concerns about na-
tional security and border pro-
tection in Latvia, which shares 
a border with Russia and has 
remained highly alert due to 
the ongoing war in Ukraine. 
Political tensions escalated af-
ter opposition parties and coa-
lition members questioned the 
government’s response to the 
security breaches.

Philippines seeking to confirm ICC 
suspect has fled after chaos at Senate
MANILA

 
Philippine authorities were 
seeking confirmation on 
Thursday of reports that a top 
politician wanted by the Inter-
national Criminal Court had 
fled, a day after gunfire rang 
out at the Senate where he 
had taken refuge fearing his 
arrest.

Senator Ronald Bato dela 
Rosa, the former national po-
lice chief and top enforcer of 
ex-President Rodrigo Duter-
te's bloody war on ‌drugs, has 
been under Senate protection 
and is wanted for crimes 
against humanity, the same 
charges Duterte is accused of.

Several sources confirmed 
that the Senator, Senator 
Bato, is no longer in the Sen-
ate premises. But we are still 
getting confirmation, Presi-
dential Communications Un-
dersecretary Claire Castro 
told a press conference.

Gunshots were heard inside 
the Senate and people there 
scrambled for cover, hours 
after dela Rosa, 64, appealed 

on social media for supporters 
to mobilise, saying law en-
forcement agents were com-
ing to arrest him.

The incident sparked chaos, 
with a heavy presence of po-
lice and armed guards at the 
Senate, protests outside and 
more than a dozen shots fired 
just moments after marines 
were called in to bolster secu-
rity.President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr met security chiefs on 
Thursday and police ⁠said one 
person had been detained, 
with investigations underway 
to identify individuals who 
tried to enter the Senate, and 
bullet casings and assault rifle 
magazines recovered.

The person has provided 
names, but these still need 
confirmation, police spokes-
person Randulf Tuano told 
DZBB radio.

It was unclear who fired the 
shots, or if dela Rosa was still 
in the Senate on Thursday, 
with speculation rife that he 
had slipped away overnight.

The Hague-based court un-
sealed a warrant on Monday 
for his arrest, dated Novem-
ber, while he has filed an 
emergency appeal at the Su-
preme Court, arguing the ICC 
has no jurisdiction in the Phil-
ippines after its 2019 with-
drawal from the international 
institution.

Saudi warplanes struck 
militias in Iraq amid war

 
RIYADH

 
Saudi fighter jets bombed tar-
gets linked to powerful Teh-
ran-backed Shi'ite militias in 
Iraq during the Iran war, while 
retaliatory strikes were also 
launched from Kuwait into 
Iraq, multiple sources familiar 
with the matter said.

The strikes are part of a 
broader pattern of military re-
sponses around the Gulf that 
remained largely hidden during 
a conflict ‌that began with 
U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran and 
has spread to the wider Middle 
East.

For this report, Reuters 
spoke to three Iraqi security 
and military officials, a West-
ern official, and two people 
briefed on the matter, one of 
them in the U.S.

The Saudi strikes were car-
ried out by Saudi air force 
fighter jets on Iran-linked mili-
tia targets near the kingdom's 
northern border with Iraq, one 
Western official and the person 
briefed on the matter said. The 

Western official said some 
strikes took place around the 
time of the April 7 U.S.-Iran 
ceasefire.

They targeted sites from 
which drone and missile at-
tacks were launched at Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states, 
the sources said.

Citing military assessments, 
the Iraqi sources said rocket 
attacks were launched on at 
least two occasions from Ku-
waiti territory on ⁠Iraq. One set 
of strikes hit militia positions 
in southern Iraq in April, kill-
ing several fighters and de-
stroying a facility used by Iran-
backed militia Kataib Hezbol-
lah for communications and 
drone operations, they said.

Reuters could not determine 
whether the rockets from Ku-
wait were fired by the Kuwaiti 
armed forces or the U.S. mili-
tary, which has a large pres-
ence there. The U.S. military 
declined to comment. The Ku-
waiti information ministry and 
the Iraqi government did not 
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment.
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Long before Urvil Patel be-
came the talk of the IPL, he 
was a silent warrior in Palam-
pur. While others rested, the 
Gujarat wicketkeeper-batter 
was at the crease by 7:00 AM, 
refusing to leave until he had 
smashed 150 to 200 sixes. 
Now that relentless "150-six-
es-a-day" regimen has trans-
formed him into Chennai Su-
per Kings’ newest sensation.

Urvil’s rise is a story of grit 
meeting opportunity. Step-
ping in after Ayush 
Mhatre’s injury, he re-
cently stunned the 
world by hit-

ting a 13-ball fifty, the joint 
fastest in IPL history against 
Lucknow Super Giants. His 
explosive 65 off 23 balls 
didn't just keep CSK’s playoff 
dreams alive - it brought a 
fresh, aggressive energy to a 
team traditionally known for 
its calm control.

His coach, Prakash Patani, 
recalls Urvil as a grounded 
student who monitors his diet 
strictly and treats preparation 

as a sacred duty. De-
spite the fame, 

Urvil remains 
t h e  s a m e 
humble boy 
who grew 
u p  i n  a 
family of 
s c h o o l -
t e a c h e r s . 

His success 
is deeply personal, 

too. Upon reaching 
his milestone fifty, he 
revealed a note from 
his pocket dedicated 
to his father, proving 
his heart is as strong 
as his bat swing.

Experts believe this 
is just the beginning. 
With the backing of 
MS Dhoni and a nat-
ural gift for clean 
hitting, Urvil is no 
longer just a re-
placement player. 
He is a match-win-
ner. As his coach 
s a y s ,  m o r e 
"gifts" are com-
ing, and a blue 

India jersey may 
soon follow the yellow 
one.

Gavaskar: Kohli shows 
veterans are still best
Gavaskar hailed Kohli’s masterful century against KKR, proving 

veteran experience remains supreme as RCB claims the top spot
NEW DELHI

Cricket icon Sunil Gavaskar 
has praised Virat Kohli for a 
"masterclass" performance 
that proved the veteran gener-
ation is still the best in the 
game. In the recent match 
Kohli silenced critics by 
smashing an unbeaten 105 
against the Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR). His 60-ball 
century guided Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru (RCB) to a 
thrilling six-wicket victory 
and catapulted them to the top 
of the IPL standings.

The knock marked Kohli’s 
ninth IPL century and his 
tenth overall in T20 cricket. 
While much of the 2026 sea-
son has focused on "Genera-
tion Next," Gavaskar noted 

that Kohli’s precision and 
control showed why experi-
ence remains unbeatable. Ga-
vaskar remarked that while 
young stars are shining, the 
"experienced greats" are far 
from finished. He highlighted 
that Kohli is now the fastest 
player ever to reach 14,000 

runs in T20 cricket.
A major turning point in the 

match occurred early on when 
KKR’s Rovman Powell 
dropped a catch while Kohli 
was still settling in. Gavaskar 
pointed out that giving a play-
er of Kohli’s stature a second 
chance is a fatal mistake. The 
superstar batter made KKR 
pay dearly for the error, 
stitching together a vital 92-
run partnership with Devdutt 
Padikkal to seal the chase.

As Kohli moves into third 
place in the race for the Or-
ange Cap, the cricket world is 
once again in awe of his lon-
gevity. Gavaskar concluded 
that while records are meant 
to be broken, matching 
Kohli’s consistency will take 
a very long time.

Sindhu and Satwik-Chirag 
reach Thailand quarterfinals
BANGKOK

Indian badminton legends PV 
Sindhu and the world-class 
duo of Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty secured 
their spots in the Thailand 
Open quarterfinals. Both en-
tries delivered dominant per-
formances in the Round of 16, 
keeping India’s hopes alive in 
this BWF Super 500 tourna-
ment. 

Two-time Olympic medalist 
PV Sindhu needed just 28 
minutes to dismiss Denmark’s 
Amalie Schulz with a com-
manding 21-13, 21-15 victo-
ry. Sindhu, currently ranked 
12th in the world, showed 
sharp movement and aggres-
sive net play throughout the 
match. 

However, her path to the 
podium gets significantly 
tougher from here. She is now 

set for a blockbuster clash 
against her longtime rival and 
reigning world champion, 
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan. 
Sindhu holds a slight histori-
cal advantage in their head-to-
head record, making this the 
most anticipated match of the 
next round. 

In the men’s doubles cate-
gory, top seeds Satwik and 
Chirag continued their fine 

form by defeating the Malay-
sian pair of Bryan Jeremy 
Goonting and Muhammad 
Haikal. The Indians won in 
straight games, 21-12 and 
21-19. As the only top seeds 
in the draw with previous ti-
tle-winning experience at this 
event, they are heavy favor-
ites to reach the finals. They 
will next face Japan’s Taku-
mi Nomura and Yuichi Shi-
mogami. 

While Sindhu and the dou-
bles pair advanced, it was a 
day of mixed results for the 
rest of the Indian contingent. 
Earlier, Kidambi Srikanth fell 
in a hard-fought three-game 
battle against Su Li-yang, 
while young talent Devika Si-
hag was eliminated by Thai-
land's Pitchamon Opatniputh. 
All eyes now turn to the mar-
quee quarterfinals as India’s 
veterans aim for gold.

PV Sindhu and Satwik-
Chirag storm into the 

Thailand Open 
quarterfinals, keeping 

India’s hopes alive 
while facing high-

stakes showdowns 
against elite Japanese 
opponents for podium 

spots

Frederic Soyez named Indian 
junior hockey coach

NEW DELHI

Hockey India has announced 
the appointment of Frederic 
Soyez as the new head coach 
for the junior men’s national 
team. The Frenchman, a high-
ly respected figure in Europe-
an hockey, arrives with over 
30 years of experience as both 
a prolific player and an elite 
coach. He replaces Indian leg-
end P.R. Sreejesh, whose suc-
cessful coaching term ended 
in December 2025.

Soyez’s resume is packed 
with top-tier achievements. 
He represented France nearly 
200 times as a player and later 
coached the national teams of 
both France and Spain. Nota-
bly, he has led teams through 
three Olympic Games, includ-
ing the recent Paris 2024 
Olympics. Under his guid-

ance, Spain won a silver med-
al at the 2019 European 
Championships, and he re-
cently led the French U18 
squad to a silver finish in 
2025.

This appointment is part of 
a bigger plan to prepare India 

for the 2036 Olympics. Hock-
ey India President Dilip Tir-
key explained that Soyez will 
help build a strong "pathway" 
for young athletes. By bring-
ing in global experts, the or-
ganization hopes to create a 
consistent playing style that 
helps players move smoothly 
from junior levels to the se-
nior national team.

A key part of the strategy is 
for Soyez to work alongside 
Indian coaches to share his 
international knowledge. This 
collaborative approach aims 
to make India’s hockey sys-
tem more self-reliant and 
competitive on the world 
stage. Officials believe 
Soyez’s ability to nurture 
young talent will be the secret 
weapon in building a deeper, 
more powerful talent pool for 
the future.

Flintoff replaces 
Trevor Bayliss at 
Sydney Thunder

NEW DELHI

England cricket legend An-
drew Flintoff is reportedly set 
to take over as the head coach 
of the Sydney Thunder for the 
upcoming Big Bash League 
(BBL) season. The former star 
all-rounder has emerged as 
the top choice to replace Trev-
or Bayliss, whose five-year 
term ended after the team 
struggled with inconsistent 
results, including a bot-
tom-place finish in the 2025-
26 season. This move marks 
Flintoff’s first major coaching 
role in an overseas T20 
league. Over the past year, he 
has been building his coach-
ing resume by working with 
the England Lions and leading 
the Northern Superchargers in 
"The Hundred." His familiar-
ity with Australian conditions 
is a major plus, as he previ-
ously played for the Brisbane 
Heat during the final stages 
of his professional playing 
career back in 2014.

If the appointment is 
confirmed, Flintoff will 
step into a challenging 
situation. One of his 
first big tasks will in-
volve managing a lead-
ership crisis within the 
team. The position of cur-
rent captain and veteran 
opener David Warner is 
under serious scrutiny fol-
lowing a recent legal issue. 
Warner is expected to appear 
in court on June 24 regarding 
a drink-driving charge, leaving 
the team's captaincy in a state 
of uncertainty.

Fans are excited to see if 
Flintoff can bring his famous 
"Ashes-winning" energy to 
the Thunder dugout. 

Urvil’s "150-sixes-a-
day” fuel CSK success

Manchester City beat 
Crystal Palace to pressure 

leaders Arsenal
MANCHESTER

Manchester City refused to 
back down in the Premier 
League title race, securing a 
vital 3-0 victory over Crystal 
Palace. The win keeps the pres-
sure on league leaders Arsenal, 
narrowing the gap to just two 
points with only two games re-
maining in the season.

The deadlock was broken in 
the 32nd minute when Phil 
Foden delivered a moment of 
magic. His clever flick found 
Antoine Semenyo, who calm-
ly slotted the ball into the bot-
tom corner. Foden remained 
the architect of Palace’s 
downfall just eight minutes 
later, setting up Omar Mar-
moush. Marmoush controlled 
the pass, spun past the de-
fense, and beat goalkeeper 
Dean Henderson to make it 
2-0 before halftime.

As the second half unfold-
ed, City focused on control, 
eventually adding a third goal 
in the 84th minute. Rayan 
Cherki provided the assist for 
Savinho, who finished clini-
cally to seal the three points.

After the match, manager 
Pep Guardiola heaped praise 
on Foden’s creativity. He not-
ed that against a defensive 
"low block," a team needs a 
"spark" that isn't found on a 
tactical board. Guardiola spe-
cifically lauded Foden's ability 
to create something from noth-
ing in tight spaces. While City 
currently sits on 77 points be-
hind Arsenal’s 79, the race is 
out of their hands. They must 
win their final fixtures and 
hope Arsenal stumbles against 
Burnley or Crystal Palace. 

PWL stars dominate senior open 
ranking tournament

GONDA

The Pro Wrestling League 
(PWL) continues to prove its 
worth as a powerhouse for In-
dian wrestling. At the recently 
concluded Senior Open Rank-
ing tournament held in Gon-
da, athletes from the league’s 
fifth season stole the show. 
Their success highlights how 
elite competition helps local 
talent prepare for the world 
stage.

In the men’s freestyle 
events, Sagar from the UP 
Dominators grabbed gold in 
the 57kg category. However, 
the most inspiring story came 
from Yash Tushir. Represent-
ing Maharashtra Kesari, the 
former World Junior bronze 
medalist made a roaring 
comeback after a long strug-
gle with knee and shoulder 
injuries. He defeated five op-
ponents to secure gold in the 
74kg division, proving he is 
back to his best.

Other PWL stars also 
climbed the podium. Naveen 
of the Mumbai Dangals won 
gold in the 79kg category, 
while veteran star Deepak 
Punia dominated the 92kg di-
vision. In the women’s match-
es, Anjali of the Delhi Dangal 
Warriors secured a silver 
medal in the 62kg category, 
boosting her chances for na-
tional team selection.

PWL CEO Akhil Gupta 
noted that the league’s mix of 

Olympians and rising stars 
creates a perfect training 
ground. The numbers back 
this up - PWL wrestlers have 
earned 11 of India’s 17 recent 
Asian Championship medals. 
As the winners from Gonda 
move toward World Champi-
onship trials, the league’s role 
in shaping India's wrestling 
future has never been clearer. 
These athletes are no longer 
just competing, they are lead-
ing the way for the nation.

DC Expand Global Footprint with New 
Cricket Academy in Seattle

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Capitals (DC) have 
taken a massive leap in their 
global expansion by opening a 
brand-new cricket academy in 
Seattle, USA. This move 
brings the Indian Premier 
League franchise’s world-class 
coaching and technical exper-
tise to the Pacific Northwest, 
marking a significant mile-
stone for cricket’s growth in 
the United States.

The new centre is a partner-
ship with the Seattle Thunder-
bolts Academy, a successful 
local organization that won the 
Minor League Cricket Champi-
onship in 2022. By joining 
forces, DC aims to provide a 
structured pathway for over 200 
young cricketers already train-
ing in the Thunderbolts system. 
The facility boasts impressive 

infrastructure, including six 
cricket grounds and profession-
al turf wickets, ensuring 
high-quality practice sessions.

Delhi Capitals CEO Sunil 
Gupta emphasized that this ex-
pansion is about more than just 
a brand, it is about building a 
sustainable ecosystem. Young 
players in Seattle will now 
have access to the same train-
ing curriculum used in India, 
along with performance moni-
toring and exposure to interna-
tional training camps. This di-
rect link to a major IPL fran-

chise offers local talent a clear 
route to professional levels.

For the Seattle Thunderbolts, 
the collaboration brings elite 
standards to their grassroots 
community. Co-owner Phani 
Chitneni noted that the US is 
one of the fastest-growing 
cricket markets, and profes-
sional guidance is essential for 
its success. With existing acad-
emies in London and Canada, 
Delhi Capitals has now firmly 
established North America as a 
vital hub for the next genera-
tion of cricket stars.

Honda Gets Huge Cash Boost for Engines
LONDON

Honda is set to receive a massive $19 
million financial boost to fix its strug-
gling Formula One engines. The fa-
mous manufacturer, which now exclu-
sively supplies power units to the As-
ton Martin team, has fallen significant-
ly behind its rivals in the 2026 season. 
New rules from the FIA, the sport's 
governing body, will now allow Hon-
da to spend extra money to catch up 
with top performers like Mercedes.

The help comes through a special 
system called "Additional Develop-
ment and Upgrade Opportunities." 
This rule acts as a s a f e ty 
net for engine 

makers who find themselves at least 
2% behind the best engine on the grid. 
Because Honda’s performance has 
been far below expectations, they are 
being given "cost cap relief." This 
means they can spend more than the 
usual limit on research and repairs 
without being penalized.

So far in 2026, the partnership be-
tween Honda and Aston Martin has 
been rocky. The cars have faced major 
issues, including intense vibrations 
and trouble even finishing 
races. It wasn't until the 
fourth race in Mi-
ami that 

both drivers, Fernando Alonso and 
Lance Stroll, finally managed to cross 
the finish line, though they were near 
the back of the pack.

While Mercedes boss Toto Wolff 
agrees that struggling teams need help, 
he warned against letting them "leap-
frog" the leaders. He believes the rules 
should only help teams bridge the gap, 
not give them an unfair advantage. Af-
ter the upcoming Canadian Grand 
Prix, officials will finalize exactly 
how much extra Honda can spend to 
get back into the race.
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Global Brent crude spike drives domestic fuel inflation
NEW DELHI

 
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 
inflation in India rose sharply 
to 8.3% in April 2026, com-
pared with 3.88% in March, 
mainly due to a steep increase 
in fuel and energy-related 
prices, according to industry 
analysis.

The sharp rise was largely 
driven by higher costs of 
crude petroleum, natural gas, 
petrol, and diesel, which sig-
nificantly pushed up the Fuel 
and Power segment. Inflation 

in this group surged to 
24.71% in April, a major 
jump from just 1.05% in the 
previous month. Crude pe-
troleum and natural gas pric-
es alone recorded a sharp 
increase of 67.18%, while 
petrol and diesel inflation 
stood at 32.40% and 25.19% 
respectively.

Industry body PHD Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (PHDCCI) noted that 
global Brent crude prices 
also spiked during the period 
due to geopolitical tensions, 

supply disruptions, and tight-
ening global energy markets, 
further impacting domestic 
fuel costs.

Primary Articles inflation 
rose to 9.17%, driven by 
higher prices of crude oil, 
natural gas, food items, and 
minerals. Meanwhile, Manu-
factured Products inflation 
also strengthened to 4.62%, 
reflecting widespread cost 
increases across sectors such 
as basic metals, chemicals, 
textiles, machinery, and food 
products.

On a monthly basis, the 
overall WPI increased by 
3.86% in April over March, 
with fuel and power alone 
rising 18.22% month-on-
month, indicating strong 
short-term cost pressures 
across the economy.

Within manufacturing, ba-
sic metals inflation rose to 
7.00%, textiles to 7.30%, and 
chemicals and chemical 
products to 5.09%, highlight-
ing broad-based input cost 
escalation across industrial 
supply chains.

The provisional WPI index 
for all commodities stood at 
167.0 in April 2026, up from 
160.8 in March. The final in-
flation figure for February 
2026 was revised to 2.26%.

Economists noted that fu-
ture inflation trends will de-
pend heavily on global ener-
gy price movements, com-
modity markets, and supply 
chain stability, with fuel 
costs expected to remain a 
key driver of wholesale in-
f la t ion  in  the  coming 
months.
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TSMC to issue 
USD 584 million in 

green bonds

Pvt placements to 
‘dominate’ GCC 

funding channels

Packaging seen key 
driver for Indian export 

growth

TAIWAN
Taiwan Semiconductor 

Manufacturing Company 
(TSMC) has announced 

that it will issue green 
bonds worth USD 584 
million (about NT$18.4 
billion) to fund environ-
mental protection and 

sustainable infrastructure 
projects. The bonds will 

be offered in two tranch-
es with different maturi-
ties and interest rates, as 

part of the company’s 
broader financing plan 

approved earlier this year. 
The proceeds from the is-

suance will be used to 
support green building ini-
tiatives, energy efficiency 
improvements, and other 
sustainability-focused in-

vestments aligned with 
TSMC’s long-term goal of 

achieving g net-zero 
emissions. The company 

has been a major issuer of 
green bonds in Taiwan 

since 2020 and continues 
to expand its environ-

mental financing efforts 
alongside its semicon-

ductor production growth.

NEW DELHI
Fitch Ratings has said 

that banks in the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) 
may increasingly depend 

on private placements 
and syndicated loans if 
the Iran-related conflict 
continues. The agency 

noted that ongoing geo-
political tensions could 
tighten liquidity condi-
tions and keep public 
debt issuance below 

2025 levels. Despite this, 
GCC banks are still sup-
ported by strong capital 

buffers and likely backing 
from regional authorities. 
Fitch added that private 
funding channels may 
dominate if instability 
persists, while public 

market issuance could re-
cover if conditions im-

prove. Investor demand 
remains strong, as seen in 

recent oversubscribed 
bond deals, and overall 
credit risks remain man-

ageable.

MUMBAI
Union Minister of State for 

Commerce and Industry 
Jitin Prasada said India 

must focus on “packaging 
for the world” as global 

demand for Indian prod-
ucts continues to grow. 

Speaking at the Indian In-
stitute of Packaging’s Dia-

mond Jubilee event in 
Mumbai, he highlighted 
that India’s expanding 
network of Free Trade 

Agreements and growing 
role in global trade are 

creating strong opportu-
nities for sectors such as 
packaging. He said pack-

aging is becoming in-
creasingly important for 
improving the global ac-

ceptance of Indian goods, 
including food products, 

pharmaceuticals, defence 
items and FMCG goods. 

Prasada added that India 
is producing world-class 
products across indus-

tries, and quality packag-
ing will play a key role in 

boosting exports and 
strengthening India’s 
global trade position. 

India enters EU draft list 
for aquaculture exports

India’s inclusion in the EU aquaculture export draft list boosts seafood trade 
prospects and ensures continued market access stability

NEW DELHI
 

India has been included in the 
revised draft list published by 
the European Union (EU) for 
continued export of aquacul-
ture products, a move that is 
expected to ensure uninter-
rupted seafood shipments to 
the European market beyond 
September 2026.

The decision is seen as a 
major boost for India’s sea-
food export sector, particular-
ly farmed shrimp, which 
forms the bulk of shipments 
to the EU. The Commerce 
Ministry said the inclusion 
reflects confidence in India’s 
regulatory systems, residue 
monitoring mechanisms, and 

food safety standards.
According to the ministry, 

once the revised regulation is 
formally adopted by the Euro-
pean Commission, Indian 
aquaculture exports will con-
tinue without disruption. 

The earlier EU regu-
lation issued in Octo-
ber 2024 had not in-
cluded India in the 
list of approved third 
countries for export-
ing animal-origin food 
products after September 
2026, raising concerns among 
exporters.

The EU remains a key mar-
ket for India’s seafood indus-
try. In 2025–26, it was the 
third-largest destination, ac-

counting for 18.94% of total 
export value, worth about 
$1.593 billion. 

Export performance also 
showed strong growth com-
pared to the previous year, 

with value rising by 
41.45% and quantity 

i n c r e a s i n g  b y 
38.29%.

The government 
noted that sustained 

efforts by agencies 
such as the Marine 

Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (Marine Prod-
ucts Export Development 
Authority) and the Export 
Inspection Council (Export 
Inspection Council) have 
helped strengthen compliance 

systems. These include im-
provements in veterinary drug 
monitoring, antimicrobial res-
idue control, traceability, and 
quality assurance in aquacul-
ture production and process-
ing.

The development follows 
continued technical engage-
ment between India and the 
EU, aimed at aligning regula-
tory standards and ensuring 
safe food exports. 

Officials said the inclusion 
is expected to support export 
growth, generate employ-
ment, and enhance foreign 
exchange earnings from the 
seafood sector while reinforc-
ing India’s position as a reli-
able global supplier.

India highlights 
structured textile 

recovery, reuse systems

NEW DELHI
 

The Government of India has 
rejected international media 
portrayals describing the 
country as a “dumping 
ground” for textile waste, 
stating that such claims are 
misleading and do not reflect 
the reality of its large and 
structured recycling ecosys-
tem. The Ministry of Textiles 
said India operates one of the 
world’s most extensive textile 
recovery and recycling net-
works, supported by long-es-
tablished systems of reuse, 
repurposing, and material re-
covery. It added that recent 
foreign reports highlighting 
clusters such as Panipat selec-
tively focused on environ-
mental and labour concerns 
while ignoring improvements 
in regulation, sustainability 
practices, and technology 
adoption.

According to government 
data, India generates about 
7,073 kilo tonnes of textile 
waste annually. Citing the 
“Mapping of Textile Waste 
Value Chain in India 2026” 
study, the ministry stated that 
nearly 97% of pre-consumer 
textile waste generated during 
manufacturing is recycled 
within the country.

The government further 
clarified that over 90% of the 
approximately 7.8 million 
tonnes of textile waste han-
dled annually originates do-
mestically, while imported 
waste accounts for only 
around 7%. This, it said, con-
tradicts the narrative that In-
dia primarily absorbs textile 
waste from Western fast-fash-
ion markets.

A report by the Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI) 
estimates that the textile 

waste recycling ecosystem 
contributes around ₹22,000 
crore annually to the econo-
my. The sector not only sup-
ports livelihoods but also 
plays a significant role in re-
source recovery and circular 
economy practices.

The government also refer-
enced a study by the Indian 
Institute of Technology Delhi, 
based on data from the Pani-
pat recycling cluster, which 
found that textile recycling 
can reduce environmental im-
pacts such as greenhouse gas 
emissions and fossil fuel use 
by up to 40% compared to 
virgin fibre production.

While acknowledging chal-
lenges in post-consumer 
waste management, informal 
sector operations, and worker 
safety, the ministry said the 
industry is gradually moving 
toward greater formalisation 
and cleaner technologies. It 
added that regulatory bodies, 
including the National Green 
Tribunal (National Green Tri-
bunal), continue to enforce 
environmental compliance 
across units.

FACT-FILE
n �Government rejects 

claim India is textile 
dumping ground 

n �Says 97% pre-con-
sumer waste is re-
cycled domestically 

n �Most textile waste 
generated within 
India itself 

n �Recycling sector 
valued at around 
₹22,000 Cr annually 

n �Industry shifting 
toward cleaner reg-
ulated sustainable 
practices 

Govt rejects claims India 
is textile waste dumping 

ground, citing strong 
domestic recycling 

systems, high recovery 
rates, and growing 

sustainability-focused 
industry reforms.

E2W lead India’s EV market 
with strong adoption

India’s EV battery demand is projected to rise sharply, driven by rapid 
electric vehicle adoption and expanding domestic manufacturing ecosystem

NEW DELHI
 

India’s electric vehicle (EV) 
ecosystem is expected to see 
a major surge in battery de-
mand, with requirements pro-
jected to rise nearly 10 
times—from 20 GWh in 2025 
to 200 GWh by 2032—ac-
cording to a new industry re-
port by the India Energy Stor-
age Alliance (India Energy 
Storage Alliance).

The report highlights that 
the country’s EV sector is en-
tering a key growth phase, 
where policy-driven adoption 
is evolving into a full-scale 
industrial ecosystem. This in-
cludes rapid expansion in bat-
teries, motors, power elec-
tronics, advanced chemistries, 
and localised supply chains.

It notes that India’s EV 
sales crossed 2.5 million units 
in  2025,  wi th  e lec t r ic 
two-wheelers leading the 
market at about 1.5 million 
units, followed by around 0.7 
million electric three-wheel-
ers. The next major growth 
phase is expected to come 
from electric passenger vehi-
cles and light commercial 
fleets. Improved battery eco-
nomics, expanding charging 

infrastructure, and wider par-
ticipation from original equip-
ment manufacturers (OEMs) 
are expected to drive faster 
adoption of electric cars. The 
report also points out that 
commercial mobility—espe-
cially urban logistics, public 
transport, and fleet opera-
tions—is increasingly shifting 
toward electrification due to 
lower total cost of ownership.

Industry leaders quoted in 
the report said India’s EV 
market is transitioning from 
policy support to a more ma-
ture manufacturing-driven 
industry. This shift is expect-
ed to open opportunities in 

component localisation, recy-
cling systems, and advanced 
battery technologies.

The findings will be fea-
tured in the upcoming India 
Energy Storage Week 2026, 
scheduled for July 8–10 at 
Yashobhoomi (IICC), which 
is expected to host over 200 
exhibitors and more than 
10,000 global industry partic-
ipants.

Experts believe that the 
next phase of India’s EV 
growth will depend heavily 
on building resilient supply 
chains and strengthening do-
mestic manufacturing capabil-
ities to support the rapidly 
expanding demand for batter-
ies and related components.

Summary
n �Battery demand  

expected to grow rapidly 

n �EV sales crossing new 
national milestones 

n �Two-wheelers leading 
India’s electric adoption 

n �Passenger EVs driving 
next growth phase 

n �Local manufacturing and 
supply chains expand 

Two-wheeler sales surge 
28.4% across India

NEW DELHI
 

India’s automobile sector 
recorded strong growth in 
April 2026, with passenger 
vehicle dispatches rising 
25.4% year-on-year to 
4,37,312 units, according to 
data released by the Society 
of Indian Automobile Man-
ufacturers (Society of Indi-
an Automobile Manufactur-
ers).

Two-wheeler sales also 
showed robust momentum, 
increas ing  28 .4% to 
18,72,691 units, while 
three-wheeler dispatches 
surged 32.8% to 65,668 
units. Overall production 
across passenger vehicles, 
two-wheelers, three-wheel-
ers,  and quadricycles 
reached 29,22,427 units in 
April, reflecting broad-
based industry expansion.

Industry officials noted 
that April marked a strong 
start to FY 2026–27, con-
tinuing the momentum from 
the second half of the previ-
ous financial year. Passen-

ger vehicles recorded their 
highest-ever monthly sales 
for April, supported by sus-
tained consumer demand, 
improved supply condi-
tions, and inventory build-
up at dealerships.

According to SIAM Di-
rector General Rajesh Me-
non, both passenger vehi-
cles and two-wheelers post-
ed double-digit growth, 
with three-wheelers also 
achieving record sales. He 
highlighted that the strong 
performance reflects steady 
demand across segments 
despite concerns over rising 
global commodity prices, 
particularly due to geopolit-
ical disruptions in West 
Asia. The passenger vehicle 
segment alone saw consis-
tent expansion, while the 
two-wheeler category re-
mained the primary volume 
driver. Urban and rural de-
mand both contributed to 
the growth, with retail data 
showing continued traction 
in entry-level and commuter 
segments.

Tesla opens first 
experience 

centre in B’luru
NEW DELHI

 
Tesla has inaugurated its first 
experience centre in India’s 
tech hub of Bengaluru, located 
in Whitefield, marking a key 
expansion step for the compa-
ny in the country’s growing 
electric mobility market.The 
new facility allows customers 
to explore the Tesla Model Y 
and the newly introduced 
Model Y L, a six-seater elec-
tric SUV positioned for family 
buyers. The Model Y L is 
priced from ₹61.99 lakh 
(ex-showroom) and offers an 
estimated driving range of up 
to 681 km (WLTP), along with 
acceleration from 0–100 kmph 
in about five seconds.

The company also high-
lighted that the Model Y L 
provides up to 2,539 litres of 
cargo space with a three-row 
seating configuration. It has 
received top safety ratings 
from global agencies includ-
ing NHTSA, IIHS, Euro 
NCAP, and ANCAP, reinforc-
ing its positioning in the pre-
mium EV segment.

Tesla further announced the 
rollout of its after-sales ser-
vice network in Whitefield to 
support customers in Bengal-
uru. This move is aimed at 
strengthening ownership ex-
perience as demand for elec-
tric vehicles rises in India.

The company said its Super-
charging network will enable 
the Model Y L to gain up to 
288 km of range in just 15 min-
utes. Home charging options 
will also be made available to 
improve convenience for users.

Bookings for the Model Y L 
have already opened via the 
company’s official website. 
With this launch, Tesla now 
operates experience centres in 
Bengaluru, Mumbai’s BKC, 
Delhi’s Aerocity, and Guru-
gram, expanding its physical 
presence across major Indian 
cities.

The entry into Bengaluru re-
flects growing competition and 
interest in India’s premium EV 
market, particularly among ur-
ban consumers seeking 
high-performance electric 
SUVs.

RBI to sell long-term bonds via auction 
NEW DELHI

 
The Reserve Bank of India 
(Reserve Bank of India) has 
scheduled an underwriting 
auction for Government of 
India securities worth ₹32,000 
crore on May 15. The entire 
notified amount will be cov-
ered under the underwriting 
process, which is part of the 
government’s regular market 
borrowing programme.

According to the RBI, the 
auction will include two key 
securities: the 6.36% Govern-
ment Security maturing in 
2031 with a notified amount 
of ₹21,000 crore, and a new 
Government Security matur-
ing in 2066 with a notified 
amount of ₹11,000 crore. The 
sale will  be conducted 
through a multiple price-
based auction method, allow-

ing participants to submit bids 
at different price levels for 
long-term government bonds.

The underwriting arrange-
ment follows the scheme in-
troduced on November 14, 
2007, which defines Mini-
mum Underwriting Commit-
ment (MUC) and Additional 
Competitive Underwriting 
(ACU) obligations for Prima-
ry Dealers. These Primary 
Dealers play a crucial role in 
ensuring smooth absorption 
of government debt in the 
market by committing to pur-
chase securities even in vola-
tile conditions.

The RBI has instructed Pri-
mary Dealers to submit their 
bids electronically through its 
Core Banking Solution plat-
form, known as the E-Kuber 
system. The bidding window 
for the ACU auction will re-

main open between 9:00 a.m. 
and 9:30 a.m. on the day of 
the auction.

Under the system, under-
writing commissions earned 
by Primary Dealers are cred-
ited to their current accounts 
on the day of security issu-
ance. This structure incentiv-
izes market participation 
while ensuring successful 
completion of government 
borrowing programmes.

The auction reflects the 
government’s continued reli-
ance on domestic borrowing 
to finance fiscal requirements 
while maintaining liquidity in 
the bond market. By involv-
ing Primary Dealers and using 
a structured underwriting 
mechanism, the RBI aims to 
ensure stability, transparency, 
and efficiency in government 
securities issuance.
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Dr. Nataraja’s TikluRama 
novel heads to cinema

The heartwarming and 
eco-conscious novel 
TikluRama, written by 

Dr. Nataraja, is making its 
way to the silver screen. In a 
grand celebration held at 
Mantri Mall, the book was 
officially released to the pub-
lic while the film adaptation 
is already 40 percent com-
plete. The event was attended 
by several distinguished 
guests, including Padmashree 
Dr. Doddarangegowda and 
actor-director K. Suchendra 
Prasad, who offered their best 
wishes to the production 
team.

Directed by Manjukavi, the 
film stars Dr. Rajveer in the 
lead role. The story carries a 
deep environmental message, 
focusing on the beauty of na-
ture and the importance of 
rural life. Director Manjukavi 
emphasized that the book is 
meant to inspire change in 

people by teaching them how 
to care for the environment. 
Interestingly, the film features 
actor Suchendra Prasad in the 
role of an MLA, and the di-
rector hinted that a unique 
new title for the movie might 
be announced soon.

Dr. Rajveer, who is also an 
engineer, shared his personal 
journey of being inspired by 
literary legends during his 
school days. He explained 
that the story is rooted in the 
real-world knowledge he 

gained through government 
service. Meanwhile, Suchen-
dra Prasad praised the book 
for its ability to "soothe the 
mind" and remove mental 
clutter through its charming 
rural setting. Produced by 
Karishma-Shryavya Com-
bines, the movie features a 
strong supporting cast includ-
ing Jahangir and Girish. As 
the book hits shelves, excite-
ment is building for this 
meaningful story to finally 
come alive in theaters.

Choreographer 
turns director for 
new crime thriller

The upcoming Kannada film 
Vicharane has reached a ma-
jor milestone with the suc-
cessful completion of its dub-
bing phase. Presented by S. 
Ramesh under the Yasha 
Films banner and produced by 
Bhagya, the project is now 
moving quickly toward its of-
ficial release. The film marks 
a significant career shift for 
Akul, a well-known choreog-
rapher with nearly 200 mov-
ies to his credit, who has now 
stepped into the director’s 
chair.

In this new venture, Akul 
has not only directed the film 
but also handled the story, 
screenplay, and dialogues. 
The plot is inspired by re-
al-life events the director wit-
nessed four years ago, giving 
the story a grounded yet com-
mercial feel. The narrative 
follows a hopeful young man 
who moves to the city in 

search of a better life. Howev-
er, he soon finds himself 
trapped in a web of urban 
struggles. The film unfolds as 
a gritty crime thriller, tracking 
his intense fight to overcome 
these dangerous hurdles.

The movie features Made-
noor Manu, famous from the 
show Comedy Khiladigalu, 
who is taking on his second 
role as a leading man. Star-
ring opposite him is Farheena, 
a talented theater artist from 
Mysore. The supporting cast 
includes Mahesh Siddu, play-
ing a police officer, alongside 
veteran actors like Balrajawa-
di and Nagendra Arasu. With 
music by Manju Mahadeva 
and lyrics by Pramod Mara-
vanthe, the film is packed 
with creative talent. The mak-
ers have confirmed that Vich-
arane will be submitted to the 
censor board very soon for 
final certification.

Exclusive rights secured 
for ALLU ARJUN’S style

The creators of the upcoming film Raaka are 
taking a bold stand to protect star Allu Ar-
jun’s unique style. In a rare move for In-

dian cinema, the makers plan to legally guard 
the film’s signature dance steps and gestures. 
This strategy aims to stop other businesses 
from using the actor’s famous movements for 
their own profit without permission.

This decision follows the massive global 
success of the movie Pushpa. In that film, Allu 
Arjun’s "Srivalli" dance step and specific hand 
gestures became an instant viral sensation. While 
fans loved them, many companies used those iconic 

looks in advertisements and unofficial cam-
paigns. This time, the team wants to keep the 

branding rights strictly under their control 
to avoid such exploitation.

The protection covers everything 
from character styling to digital recre-
ations. The team is particularly wor-
ried about AI-generated content and 

fake ads using the actor’s likeness. In-
terestingly, Allu Arjun recently went to 

the Delhi High Court himself. He request-
ed legal protection for his "per-

sonality rights," which in-
cludes his voice, face, 

and overall identity. He 
wants to ensure that 

no one can use his 
image for commer-

cial gain without 
his consent.

Directed by 
the hitmaker At-
lee, Raaka is al-
ready one of the 
m o s t  t a l k -
ed-about movies 
in the country. 
By protecting 

these creative de-
tails, the producers 

are t reat ing the 
film’s choreography 

like a valuable inven-
tion. As the hype grows, 

the industry is watching 
how this legal shield will 
change the way movie 
stars and studios manage 
their famous brands.

Madonna, Shakira and 
BTS headline FIFA final
In a historic move, FIFA announced 

that music legends Madonna, Shaki-
ra, and BTS will headline the first-ev-

er halftime show during a World Cup 
Final. This Super Bowl-style concert will 
take place on July 19 at MetLife Stadi-
um. While the tournament usually fea-
tures opening and closing ceremonies, 
this marks the first time a massive musi-
cal act will perform during the final 
match’s break.

The announcement came through a fun 
video featuring Chris Martin of Cold-
play, who is helping curate the event 
alongside characters from Sesame Street. 
The show is expected to last 11 minutes 
and aims to celebrate global unity. More 
importantly, the event serves a higher 
purpose being, it aims to raise $100 mil-
lion for the FIFA Global Citizen Educa-
tion Fund to help children access schools 
and sports worldwide.

The lineup brings together three 
generations of pop power. Madonna 
is expected to showcase visuals 
from her upcoming July album, 
Confessions II. Shakira, a veteran 
of football music since her 2010 
hit "Waka Waka," will likely de-
but her new song featuring Burna 
Boy. For BTS, this is their biggest 
stage since reuniting after military 
service and topping the charts with 
their latest album, ARIRANG.

This bold move follows FIFA's re-
cent trend of blending top-tier enter-
tainment with sports. With Katy 
Perry and others set for the opening 
ceremonies across North America, 
the 2026 World Cup is shaping up 
to be the biggest entertainment 
spectacle in history. Expect fans 
to be as focused on the stage as 
they are on the field.

Director apologizes 
as financial issues 

stall Karuppu
The highly anticipated 
release of the movie 
Karuppu, starring Suri-
ya, hit a major snag, 
leaving fans heartbro-
ken. Due to old finan-
cial debts held by the 
producers, screenings 
were canceled across 
the region. This sud-
den halt sparked 
confusion at the-
aters as crowds 
were turned away.

In  a  deep ly 
moving video that 
has now gone viral, 
the film’s director, RJ 
Balaji, broke down in tears 
while addressing the situa-
tion. Clearly overwhelmed by 
the day’s events, the filmmak-
er apologized to the public for 
the unexpected chaos. He 
looked visibly shaken as he 
spoke about the hard work 
put into the project and the 
pain of seeing its debut 
stalled by money issues.

"I am truly sorry. This 
should not have happened," 
Balaji said during his emo-
tional message. He told fans 
that he never expected such a 
hurdle on release day. 

The powerhouse production 
house Hombale Films, fa-
mous for global hits like KGF 
and Kantara, has announced a 
major move into international 

movie distribution. 
F o r i t s 

first 

big step abroad, the studio has 
partnered with "Mega Power 
Star" Ram Charan for his up-
coming movie, Peddi. This 
marks a turning point for the 
banner as it seeks to bring local 
stories to a global stage.

Hombale Films has built a 
massive reputation for creating 
large-scale movies that appeal 
to people across different cul-
tures and languages. By launch-
ing their own overseas distribu-
tion wing, they plan to take di-
rect control of how their films 
reach fans in foreign countries. 
Industry experts believe this 
move will give Peddi a massive 
advantage, ensuring the movie 
gets a wide and powerful re-
lease in theaters worldwide.

The film is directed by Bu-
chi Babu Sana and has al-

ready grabbed public attention 
with its gritty action and Ram 
Charan’s dramatic physical 
transformation. Adding to the 
excitement is the fact that the 
soundtrack is composed by the 
legendary Oscar winner A.R. 
Rahman. The combination of a 
top-tier star, a hit-making stu-
dio, and world-class music has 
created a huge buzz in the film 
industry.

Major studio to ship 
Ram Charan film

VIJAY ACTS TO FIX JANA 
NAYAGAN HURDLES

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and superstar Vijay has per-
sonally intervened to rescue his final film, Jana Naya-
gan, from a series of release nightmares. The massive 
₹500 crore project has been stuck in limbo for months, 

facing strict censorship hurdles and a devastating online leak 
that shook the industry.

In a power move, Vijay reportedly summoned producer Ven-
kat K. Narayana to return to Chennai immediately. The produc-
er was attending the prestigious Cannes Film Festival in France 
but was asked to fly back to handle the film’s final release steps. 
Vijay wants to ensure the movie, which is expected to be his 
last before he focuses entirely on his political duties, finally 
r eaches  h i s waiting fans.

The film, directed by H. Vinoth, missed its 
o r i g i n a l holiday release because the censor 
b o a r d flagged its sensitive political 

themes. Of- ficials worried the story might in-
f l u e n c e voters, leading to endless reviews 

a n d delays. Adding to the crisis, a 
high-quality version of the movie 
was stolen and leaked online in 
April. This act of piracy caused 
the film’s digital value to crash, 
with streaming offers reportedly 
dropping by millions of dollars.

Despite these setbacks, the 
star-studded film featuring Bobby 
Deol and Pooja Hegde, is now 
back on track. With the Chief 
Minister himself taking charge of 
the situation, the industry expects 

the legal and technical issues to be 
cleared soon. For fans, this interven-

tion is a huge 
relief, sig-
naling that 
t h e 
"Thalapa-
t h y ’ s " 
grand cine-
matic fare-
wel l  wi l l 
f i n a l l y 
grace the 
big screen 
as planned.

Nolan explains Travis 
Scott’s bold movie role

Famous director Christopher 
Nolan has finally shared why 
he chose rapper Travis Scott 

for a role in his new his-
torical movie, The Odys-
sey. The decision had 

caused quite a stir 
among fans and 

experts, but 
Nolan be-

lieves the mu-
sician is the 
perfect fit 
to bring an 

ancient Greek 
tale to life.

Nolan ex-
plained that 

Scott was cast to 
play a "bard", a 

person who tells 
stories through 
song. The director 
sees a strong link 

between the ancient tradition 
of oral poetry and modern rap 
music. He wanted to show that 
the story of Odysseus was 
originally passed down by 
voice for generations, 
much like how rappers 
tell stories. Nolan 
told reporters that 
Scott’s musical back-
ground helps bridge 
the gap between the past 
and the present.

In a recent trailer, 
Scott is seen tell-
ing the dramat- i c 
story of the Trojan 
War to a character 
played by Tom 
Holland. While 
this is Scott’s first 
time acting for No-
lan, the two worked 
together before on the 
music for the movie Tenet. 
Nolan has always praised 
the rapper’s deep under-
standing of how music and 
storytelling work together.

The film features a 
massive cast of stars, in-
cluding Matt Damon, 
Anne Hathaway, and 
Zendaya.  

Golmaal 5 officially underway after viral teaser
Director Rohit Shetty has sparked a 
wave of nostalgia by celebrating the 
20th anniversary of his hit comedy, 

Golmaal: Fun Unlimited. To 
mark the occasion, the film-
maker shared a viral video 

recreating one of the most fa-
mous scenes from the 2006 

classic. The clip features origi-
nal stars Arshad Warsi and Shar-

man Joshi bringing back the cha-
otic energy that first made audienc-
es fall in love with the franchise.

The recreated footage mirrors 
the legendary car chase where 
Arshad’s character, Madhav, 
and a disguised Sharman 
Joshi speed through the 
streets. By blending the 
original shots with new 
2026 visuals, Shetty took 

fans on a trip down memory lane. 
The director’s post included a prom-
ising caption "We promise you'll 
relive those happy days very soon... 
filming in progress." This confirms 
that the long-awaited fifth install-
ment is officially on the way.

Since its release two decades ago, 
Golmaal has become a staple of In-
dian pop culture, known for its 
quirky humor and unforgettable 
characters like "Vasooli Bhai." Actor 
Arshad Warsi joined in the celebra-
tion, noting that despite the years, 
the spirit of the film remains un-
changed.

While many details about the new 
movie are still secret, Shetty recent-
ly revealed a massive surprise, su-
perstar Akshay Kumar will join the 
regular cast for this next chapter. 

With the original team reunited and 
new faces joining the madness, fans 
are eagerly waiting to return to the 
world of laughter that started twenty 
years ago.


