
Bilateral trade  
and investment

Trade with the UK grew by 
8.62 pc to $25.12 billion in 

2025-26 from $23.13 billion in 
2024-25. India’s exports 

dipped 7.6 per cent to $13.44 
billion last fiscal. Imports 

were up by 36.11 per cent to 
$11.68 billion in 2025-26. In 
2025-26, India received FDI 
worth $1 billion. It was $795 

million in 2024-25.

No concessions
India will not give any duty 

concessions on products like 
fresh apples, walnuts, whey 

and modified whey, blue-
veined cheese, and specific 
seed categories, gold bars, 

and smartphones. The UK’s 
exclusion list includes various 

meat products, egg-based 
items, semi-milled or fully 
milled rice, and solid-form 

cane or beet sugar.

What gets cheaper?
The phased tariff cuts are ex-
pected to lower prices of sev-
eral premium British products 

over time, including Scotch 
whisky, gin, vodka, bourbon, 

rum, tequila, chocolates, 
biscuits, cosmetics, perfumes, 
soaps, soft drinks, salmon and 
lamb. India will also gradually 
eliminate tariffs on silver, Brit-

ain’s largest export to India.

FIFA fever: B’luru restaurants to stay open till 3.30 am
FOOTBALL FEVER TAKES CENTER STAGE

BENGALURU
 

Football fans in Bengaluru 
can enjoy late-night screen-
ings of the FIFA World Cup 
semi-finals and final without 
worrying about restaurant 
closing hours, as the Karna-
taka government has permit-
ted hotels and restaurants 
across the city to remain open 
until 3.30 am on July 14, 15 
and 19, allowing them to 
serve customers during the 
matches.

The decision comes ahead 
of the first semi-final, sched-
uled to begin at 12.30 am on 
Wednesday, when France will 
face Spain. The relaxation will 
also cover the second semi-fi-
nal on July 15 and the FIFA 
World Cup final on July 19.

Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar announced the deci-
sion on Tuesday following a 
representation from the Na-
tional Restaurant Association 
of India seeking an extension 
of operating hours to facilitate 

live match screenings.
Announcing the decision on 

X, he said the government 
had balanced public enthusi-
asm for the tournament with 
the need to maintain safety 
and order. 

“This decision has been 
taken while ensuring that 
public safety, law and order, 
and the convenience of citi-
zens remain our highest prior-
ities. I urge everyone to enjoy 
the matches responsibly and 

extend full cooperation to the 
authorities,” he wrote in the 
post.

According to a note issued 
by the CM’s Office, Bengalu-
ru City Police Commissioner 
Seemanth Kumar Singh has 
issued the necessary order ex-
tending the closing time for 
restaurants hosting FIFA 
World Cup screenings.

Under the existing regula-
tions, restaurants in Bengalu-
ru are required to close by 1 
am. The temporary relaxation 
extends the closing time by 
2.5 hours exclusively for the 
three match days, enabling 
football enthusiasts to watch 
the tournament’s biggest fix-
tures while dining at hotels 
and restaurants across the 
city.

Relaxation dates: 

July 14, 15, and 19
Reason for relaxation:

Areas covered:

Serving the football-crazy crowds
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INDIA-UK CETA COMES INTO FORCE
In total, the India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement will see the UK 

remove or reduce tariffs on a total of 98.8% of its tariff lines and 99.5% of trade value.
NEW DELHI

 
The India-UK Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA), that was signed after sev-
eral rounds of discussions on July 
25, will come into force on July 15. 

This will be the sixth free 
trade agreement to be imple-
mented by the Narendra Modi 
government. Earlier, India im-
plemented such pacts with Mau-
ritius, UAE, Australia, EFTA 
(European Free Trade Associa-
tion), and Oman. The agree-
ment, one of the biggest for New 
Delhi in the past few years, will 
unlock duty-free access for near-
ly 99% of Indian exports.

Alongside CETA, the Double 
Contribution Convention (DCC) 
will exempt over 75,000 Indian 
professionals and around 900 
employers from paying double 
social security contributions in 
the UK for assignments of up to 
five years.

'India's most aspirational 
trade agreement to date'

New Delhi: Calling the India-UK 
Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA) the 
country's "most aspirational" 
trade pact till date, Commerce 
Secretary Rajesh Agarwal on 
Tuesday said the agreement es-
tablishes a future-oriented eco-
nomic architecture between two major econo-
mies and is one of India's most ambitious free 
trade agreements. "We call it a gold-standard 
and first-of-its-kind FTA because of its wide 
sectoral coverage and deep reduction in both 
tariff and non-tariff barriers," Agarwal said.

As per the Commerce Ministry, the UK has 
offered tariff liberalisation on 98.8% of tariff 
lines, covering 99.5% of the value of Indian ex-
ports. Of this, 97.7% of trade value will become 
immediately duty-free, while 0.5% of trade val-
ue has been excluded from tariff liberalisation. 
India's offer covers 89.5% of tariff lines and 
89.4% of trade value, with immediate tariff elim-
ination on 30.3% of trade value, while the remain-
ing tariff reductions will be phased over time.

It said the agreement will provide duty-free 
access for several Indian export sectors. Exist-
ing UK duties of up to 12% on textiles and 
clothing, 16% on leather and footwear, 4% on 
gems and jewellery, 8% on organic chemicals, 
4% on inorganic chemicals, 18% on auto parts, 
8% on mechanical machinery, 14% on electrical 
machinery, 6% on plastics and rubber, 6% on 
surgical instruments, 10% on aluminium and 
4% on copper will be reduced to zero under the 
agreement.

DUTY-FREE EXPORTS

AUTOMOBILES

SOCIAL SECURITY EXEMPTIONS

The operational 
deals include:

MEA: Passport not 
citizenship proof 

The remarks triggered 
sharp reactions from 

certain opposition parties, 
including Cong, as they 
wondered how passport 
cannot be reflection of  a 

holder's citizenship.

NEW DELHI
 

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) on Tuesday said that the pass-
port is a document issued by the gov-
ernment to "regulate the departure" of 
Indian citizens from the country. The 
statement came amid a raging debate 
over whether it can be used to verify 
citizenship.

MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said pass-
port is issued after due 
"verification" laid out by 
an established process and 
that less than eight per 
cent Indians currently hold the docu-
ment.

Senior officials of the MEA during 
a briefing on the occasion of Passport 
Seva Divas on June 24 had described 
the passport as a travel document, and 
not a document to prove citizenship.

The remarks had come in response 
to a question on whether the passport 
can be used as proof of citizenship for 
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls being conducted by the 
Election Commission in several states.

The officials had said passport is 
issued to travel to foreign countries 
and it is not a document to prove citi-
zenship. 

The remarks triggered sharp reac-
tions from certain opposition parties 
including the Congress as they won-
dered how passport be reflection of a 

holder's citizenship.
T h e  C o n g r e s s  h a d 

slammed the MEA and al-
leged that the government is 
laying the groundwork to 
arbitrarily deny citizenship 

rights to Indians with whom it dis-
agrees.

"An Indian passport is a document 
that, as per the Passports Act, 1967, is 
issued by the Government of India to 
regulate the departure from India of 
citizens of India," Jaiswal said. He 
was asked for a clarification on the 
matter.

"It is issued after due verification 
laid out by an established process. The 
issue of passports to Indian citizens or 
any other individual is governed by 
The Passports Act, 1967 and Passports 
Rules, 1980," he said. "Currently, less 
than eight per cent of Indian citizens 
hold a passport," he added.

How to prove nationality?
This long-standing posi-

tion — recently reiterated by 
MEA officials — has sparked 
significant political debate. 

Because India does not have 
a single definitive proof of 

citizenship document, experts 
and citizens alike are ques-
tioning what official records 

must be maintained as primary 
evidence of their nationality.

Govt clears ex-commissioner 
Dayananda of all charges

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka government has 
exonerated IPS officer B 
Dayananda and two others from 
all the charges in connection 
with the 2025 Bengaluru stam-
pede that had killed 11 people.

In three separate orders is-
sued on Tuesday, the govern-
ment closed the departmental 
inquiries against the then Ben-
galuru Police Commissioner 
Dayananda, the then Addition-
al Commissioner of Police 
(West) Vikash Kumar 
Vikash and the then 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Central) Shek-
har H Tekkannavar.

In all three orders, it was 
noted that Dayananda, Vikash 
and Tekkannavar had submitted 
their statements of defence on 
September 8, 2025. All three 
had denied the charges and 
sought exoneration.

“After examining the state-
ment of defense of the charged 
officer and opinion rendered by 
the Administrative department, 
the competent authority has de-
cided to drop the Departmental 
Enqui ry  aga ins t  Sr i  B . 

Dayananda, IPS,” the order 
said.

Similar orders were also is-
sued for Vikash and Tekkanna-
var. The orders further noted 
that all three officers were ex-
onerated of the charges levelled 
against them. Tekkannavar, 
however, was let off with a 
warning “to act responsibly to 
ensure that such incidents shall 
not recur in the future”.

On June 4, 2025, 11 people 
lost their lives and over 50 

people sustained injuries 
following a stampede 
outside the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium in Ben-
galuru where the fans 

had gathered in large num-
bers to take part in the victory 

celebrations of Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru (RCB) winning 
their maiden IPL title.

A day after the stampede, the 
then Siddaramaiah-led Con-
gress government suspended 
the three IPS officers along 
with C Balakrishna, the then 
Assistant Commissioner of Po-
lice (Cubbon Park subdivision), 
and AK Girish, the then inspec-
tor of the jurisdictional Cubbon 
Park police station.

BENGALURU STAMPEDE ‘5,927 GPs to be named after 
Mahatma Gandhi by Aug 15’

BENGALURU
 

Rural Development and 
Panchayat Raj Minister 
Eshwar B Khandre on 
Tuesday said a deadline 
has been set to rename 
all 5,927 gram pancha-
yats (GPs) in the state 
as 'Mahatma Gandhi 
Panchayat' by August 
15.

S p e a k i n g  a f t e r 
launching the transfer 
counseling session for 
PDOs, secretaries, 
and accounts as-
sistants at the de-
partment's com-
missionerate, he 
said that clear in-
structions have 
been issued to rename 
all panchayats, in ac-
cordance with the an-
nouncement made in 
Paragraph 279 of the 
2026-27 budget speech, to 
perpetuate the memory of 
the Father of the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi.

The scheme was 
named the Mahatma 
Gandhi Rural Employ-
m e n t  G u a r a n t e e 
Scheme (MGNREGA) 
in honor of the Father 

of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi, a proponent of 
Gram Swaraj. However, 
the Central Government 
has removed Mahatma 
Gandhi's name from the 
scheme in the notifica-
tion implemented on 
July 1. Consequently, 
the State Government 
has decided to include 
Gandhi's name in the 
scheme's title across all 
panchayats.

He stated that during 
the conference of 
Rural Develop-
ment and Pancha-
yat Raj Ministers 
from all states 
held last month 
under the chair-

manship of the Union 
Minister for Rural De-
velopment,  he had 
urged that all 2.68 crore 
Gram Panchayats in the 
country be named after 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

He also said a de-
mand had been made to 
rename the Viksit Bharat 
– Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) (VB-G RAM 
G) to 'Mahatma Gandhi 
VB-G RAM G.

Indian killed in UAE tanker attack
DUBAI 

 
An Indian crew member was 
killed and six other Indian na-
tionals were among those injured 
after two UAE oil tankers were 
hit by Iranian cruise missiles in 
the Strait of Hormuz, close to 
Oman, on Tuesday.

The attack marks a significant 
escalation in the ongoing conflict 
in West Asia and has raised fresh 
concerns over maritime security 
in one of the world’s busiest 
shipping routes.

Tankers targeted in 
Omani waters
According to the UAE Ministry 
of Defence, the country’s tankers 
Mombasa and Al Bahiyah were 
struck by two Iranian cruise mis-
siles while sailing through the 
southern shipping lane of the 
Strait of Hormuz within Omani 
territorial waters. The ministry 
confirmed that one Indian crew 
member aboard the Mombasa 
tanker lost his life in the attack.

Several crew members hurt
A total of eight crew members 
were injured in the missile 
strike, including six Indian na-
tionals. Officials said four of 
the injured are in serious condi-
tion and are receiving medical 
treatment.

Investigation underway
The UAE has condemned the at-
tack and is working with regional 

authorities to probe the incident. 
The strike is expected to heighten 
tensions in the Middle East.

When Indian sailors 
died in US-Iran crossfire
n �March 1: The first reported 

Indian casualty came when 
the Marshall Islands-flagged 
oil tanker MKD Vyom was 
attacked in the Strait of Hor-
muz on March 1, a day after 
the US and Israel attacked 
Iran and assassinated their 
Supreme Leader.

n �March 1: Later the same 
day, the Palau-flagged 
tanker Skylight was attacked 
near Oman’s Musandam 
Peninsula. Two Indian sail-
ors were reportedly killed. 
The incident took place as 
Iran exchanged strikes with 
the United States and Israel.

n �May 8: Another Indian sailor 
lost his life after a wooden 
dhow carrying Indian crew 
caught fire near the Strait of 
Hormuz.

n �June 9: Three Indian sea-
farers were killed after the 
US struck the Palau-flagged 
oil tanker MT Settebello off 
the coast of Oman.

'Both vessels carried 
30 Indian seafarers': 

MEA condemns attack
New Delhi : India summoned 
Iran diplomats including Deputy 
Chief of Mission, Mohammad 
Javad Hosseini, to lodge a pro-
test over the killing of an Indian 
seafarer in Iranian missile strikes 
on two UAE oil tankers in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) called in the senior 
Iranian diplomat on Tuesday. 
The strikes targeted the UAE 
tankers Mombasa and Al Bahi-
yah as they were sailing through 
the southern shipping lane of the 
Strait of Hormuz in Omani terri-
torial waters, according to the 
UAE Ministry of Defence.

The ministry said one Indian 
crew member aboard the Mom-
basa was killed, while eight oth-
ers were injured.

The Indian Embassy in the 
UAE said, "We are closely mon-
itoring the situation and are in 
touch with the local authorities 
to render all possible assistance 
to the injured and families."

> �The Indian government has  
amended the Foreign Trade Policy 
(FTP), 2023, to prohibit the import 
of goods produced or manufactured 
using forced labour.

> �Besides strengthening its trade 
policy framework, the move  
further aligns domestic 
 regulations with internationally 
recognised labour standards.

>� �The latest move comes amid a US 
investigation into forced labour 
practices across 60 nations, includ-
ing India, according to the report.

IN-SHORT 

India bans import of goods made 
using forced labour amid US probe

New Delhi: India has prohibit-
ed the import of goods ⁠pro-
duced using forced labour, the 
trade ministry said ⁠on Tues-
day, in a move that could help 
avert new tariffs from a probe 
by the United States.

The nation is one of the sev-
eral countries facing proposed 
new ⁠US trade tariffs of up to 
12.5% over allegations they 
failed to prohibit import of 
goods produced with ⁠forced 
labor." 

India's foreign trade body 
will investigate whether im-
ported goods were made us-
ing forced labour and, if evi-
dence is found, recommend 
that the government ban im-
ports of those products after 
consultations, according ⁠to 
⁠the notification.

The notification will come 
into force after 30 days. 

The US had launched two 
Section 301 probes on India in 
March and subsequently pro-
posed fresh tariffs on June 3.
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SC questions HC order discharging HD Revanna in molestation case
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Supreme Court issued a 
notice to Janata Dal (Secular) 
MLA H.D. Revanna on an ap-
peal filed by the Karnataka 
government challenging a Kar-
nataka High Court order that 
discharged him from a sexual 
harassment case filed by a for-
mer domestic worker.

A Bench comprising Justices 
J.B. Pardiwala and K. Vinod 
Chandran sought Revanna’s 
response to the State’s appeal 
while also questioning why the 
Karnataka government had not 
immediately challenged the 
High Court’s decision to drop 

the charge under Section 354 
of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), which deals with assault 
or criminal force to 
outrage a woman’s 
modesty.

The  Bench  re -
marked that the gov-
ernment should main-
tain discipline in pur-
suing such matters and 
sought an explanation for the 
delay in filing the appeal.

During the hearing, the Su-
preme Court observed that the 
complainant had levelled sep-
arate allegations against Re-
vanna and his son, former Has-
san MP Prajwal Revanna. The 

judges questioned how the 
High Court had modified the 
charges by quashing the Sec-

t ion  354 offence 
against H.D. Revanna 
despite the allegations 
made by the survivor.

Representing the 
State, the government 
submitted that the alle-
gations against Prajwal 

Revanna were more serious 
and included charges of rape 
under Section 376 of the IPC. 
It informed the court that 
charges had already been 
framed against Prajwal and 
that he had not been dis-
charged from the proceedings.

The State further argued that 
the cases against the father and 
son formed part of the same 
transaction and originated from 
a common chargesheet, making 
it inappropriate to discharge one 
accused while continuing pro-
ceedings against the other.

However, the Supreme 
Court noted that the allegations 
against the two accused were 
distinct in nature. The Bench 
observed that the survivor had 
made separate accusations 
against the father and son, re-
quiring independent consider-
ation of their respective roles.

The allegations against H.D. 
Revanna and Prajwal Revanna 

came to light after videos al-
legedly showing sexual as-
saults by Prajwal on multiple 
women surfaced on social me-
dia in 2024. Following the cir-
culation of the videos, an FIR 
was registered on April 28, 
2024, against both father and 
son based on a complaint 
lodged by one of the survivors.

Apart from the sexual ha-
rassment case, H.D. Revanna 
also faced a kidnapping case 
linked to the same controversy. 
He has since secured bail in 
both cases. The Supreme 
Court’s notice now revives le-
gal scrutiny over his discharge 
from the molestation case.

TROUBLE FOR REVANNA

QUICK READ

Fake emails 
impersonate Bengaluru 
Archbishop in fraud bid

Police raid 95 rowdy 
sheeters’ houses in 

special drive

Brahmin  
Mahasabha condemns 

Harikatha video

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Cyber fraudsters allegedly 
impersonated Archbishop 
of Bengaluru Most Rev Dr 
Peter Machado by creat-

ing fake email accounts to 
seek money and other fa-
vours from religious insti-

tutions and individuals. 
According to a complaint 

filed by Archdiocese 
spokesperson J.A. Kan-
thraj, several religious 

congregations reported 
receiving suspicious 

emails on June 27 that ap-
peared to have been sent 

by the archbishop. The 
messages originated from 

an unofficial Gmail ac-
count and falsely claimed 
to represent the Archdio-

cese of Bengaluru. The 
archdiocese clarified that 
the emails were fraudu-
lent and urged recipients 

to ignore them. Police 
have been requested to 
trace the IP addresses, 

identify those behind the 
fake accounts and initiate 

legal action.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
KG Halli and Banaswadi 
police carried out a spe-

cial operation, raiding the 
houses of 95 rowdy 

sheeters and warning 
them against indulging in 
illegal activities. The drive 

involved 185 police per-
sonnel, who also inspect-
ed 515 vehicles and veri-

fied several suspicious in-
dividuals. As many as 83 
vehicles were seized dur-
ing the operation, while 

nine cases were registered 
under the NDPS Act. Po-

lice also intensified action 
against drug peddlers, un-
lawful late-night gather-
ings and public drinking 
through special patrols. 
Officials said the opera-
tion aimed to strengthen 
law and order and instil 
confidence among resi-
dents. Senior officers in-

teracted with traders, 
women and locals to ad-
dress public grievances.

CH NEWS,  BENGALURU
The All Karnataka Brahmin 

Mahasabha has con-
demned a social media 

video showing three young 
women performing a Hari-
katha, alleging that it con-
tains remarks disrespectful 
to Jagadguru Adi Shanka-
racharya and hurts Hindu 
religious sentiments. Ma-
hasabha president S. Ra-

ghunath said the com-
ments made during the 

performance had shocked 
devotees and undermined 
the community’s faith. He 

also objected to references 
allegedly describing Shan-
karacharya’s works as “du-
shyastra”, calling them of-
fensive and unacceptable. 

The Mahasabha urged 
people not to insult or criti-
cise revered spiritual lead-

ers and appealed for re-
spect towards religious gu-

rus and Hindu traditions.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government in-
formed the High Court that it 
will soon pass an official reso-
lution to allot the Bangalore 
Turf Club (Race Course) land 
in the heart of the city for con-
structing a new High Court 
complex to address the grow-
ing shortage of space in the 
existing premises.

Advocate General Shashi-
karan Shetty made the submis-
sion before a Division Bench 
comprising Chief Justice Vibhu 
Bakhru and Justice K.S. He-
malekha while hearing a public 
interest litigation (PIL) filed by 
social activist Sharan Desai.

The petitioner has sought di-
rections to the State Govern-
ment to allot at least 30 acres of 
land in Bengaluru for a modern 
High Court complex capable of 

meeting the judiciary’s present 
and future requirements. During 
the hearing, the Advocate Gen-
eral informed the court that the 
government was in the process 
of finalising the proposal and 
that a formal Cabinet resolution 
regarding the Race Course land 
would be passed shortly.

Taking note of the submis-
sion, the Bench orally observed 
that the proposed High Court 
complex should be designed 
keeping in mind the judicial 
requirements of the next 30 to 
50 years. The judges empha-

sised that the new infrastruc-
ture must be capable of accom-
modating future expansion in 
the number of courts, judges, 
administrative offices and liti-
gant facilities.

The court granted the State 
Government one month’s time 
to place the relevant documents 
and details on record and ad-
journed the matter to August 28. 
The proposal to shift the Race 
Course has already received 
Cabinet approval. The State has 
sanctioned the lease of 110 acres 
and 20 guntas at the Kunigal 
Stud Farm near Tumakuru for 
29 years to facilitate the reloca-
tion of the Bangalore Turf Club.

However, the relocation itself 
has run into legal hurdles. Envi-
ronmentalist Vijay Nishanth has 
challenged the decision before 
the High Court, alleging viola-
tions of the Environmental Im-

pact Assessment (EIA) Notifi-
cation, 2006. The High Court 
has already issued notices to the 
government on that petition. 
The present High Court func-
tions from the historic red-brick 
Attara Kacheri building inside 
Cubbon Park. Constructed in 
1868 during British rule, the 
building became the Mysore 
High Court in 1929 and has 
served as Karnataka’s principal 
judicial institution for decades.

With Bengaluru’s rapid pop-
ulation growth, increasing liti-
gation and expansion of the 
High Court’s jurisdiction, the 
existing premises have become 
inadequate. The proposed Race 
Course complex is expected to 
provide larger court halls, mod-
ern judicial infrastructure and 
sufficient space to meet the ju-
diciary’s requirements for de-
cades to come.

Govt to clear Race Course land 
resolution for new HC complex

Govt plans new High Court complex as existing building faces severe space constraints.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Hebbal flyover, construct-
ed to ease one of Bengaluru’s 
busiest traffic bottlenecks, has 
itself become a major source of 
congestion, with illegal park-
ing, encroachments and an un-
scientifically located bus stop 
turning the service road into a 
daily nightmare for commuters.

The flyover, opened to traffic 
last August, was designed to 
streamline the movement of 
vehicles travelling from Kem-
pegowda International Airport 
towards the city via Esteem 
Mall and to provide seamless 
access from Nagawara to Bel-
lary Road. However, the infra-
structure has failed to deliver 
the intended relief due to poor 
traffic management and ram-
pant misuse of public space.

The area beneath the flyover 
has been converted into an un-
official parking lot, with 
two-wheelers, cars, minibuses 
and even BBMP garbage trucks 
occupying the space. Several 
vehicles have reportedly re-
mained parked there for weeks 
without any enforcement ac-
tion, reducing available road 
space and creating bottlenecks 
for moving traffic.

Motorists have also raised 
concerns over the BMTC bus 
stop located directly in front of 
Baptist Hospital. Buses halt on 
the busy stretch to pick up and 
drop passengers, slowing traf-
fic and increasing the risk of ac 
cidents. The bus stop affects ve 
hicles travelling from Esteem 
Mall towards KR Puram as 
well as commuters moving be-
tween Nagawara and Hebbal.

Traffic pressure has intensi-
fied because of the prolonged 
roadwork on Sanjayanagar 
Main Road, which has contin-
ued for nearly one-and-a-half 

years. As a result, traffic has 
been diverted through Bhupas-
andra Main Road and the ser-
vice road beneath the flyover. 
Vehicles from Vishwanath Na-
genahalli also merge onto the 
same stretch through Cholan-
ayakanahalli, further adding to 
congestion.The traffic circle 
near the railway track below 
the flyover has informally be-
come another BMTC boarding 
point, worsening the situation. 
Simultaneously, ongoing road-
work on the Vishwanath Na-
genahalli Main Road has in-
creased the movement of trac-
tors, construction vehicles, 
garbage tippers and other 
heavy vehicles through the 
area.

Illegal parking, flawed bus stop 
choke Hebbal flyover service road

Motorists travelling from Hebbal 
towards the Outer Ring Road 
through Sanjayanagar and Bhupas-
andra are forced to use the narrow 
two-way service road near Baptist 
Hospital. Covering the 200-metre 
stretch often takes 10 to 15 minutes 
during peak hours, as vehicles inch 
forward amid congestion, illegal 
parking and frequent bus stoppages.

Service road  
turns bottleneck

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

MLA S.T. Somashekar stressed 
that every child in society 
should have access to educa-
tion, saying it is the foundation 
for a brighter future and a 
stronger nation.

Speaking at the birthday cel-
ebrations of A. Ramakrishna, 
founder-president of the Appaji 
Charitable Trust, at Tataguni in 
the Yeshwantpur Assembly con 
stituency, Somashekar distribut-
ed free notebooks and laddus to 
students of government schools.

He said education not only 
transforms lives but also instils 
values, discipline and culture. 
Emphasising the importance of 
quality education, the MLA 
urged everyone to work collec-
tively towards building a 

strong and progressive society 
through learning. Addressing 
the gathering, A. Ramakrishna 
appealed to financially well-off 
people to invest in education, 
healthcare and the welfare of 
underprivileged children in-
stead of spending money un-
necessarily. He said govern-
ment schools should be encour-
aged through initiatives such as 
distributing notebooks and rec-
ognising meritorious students.

He added that the trust has 
been supporting students by 
presenting talent awards to 
those securing top marks in the 
SSLC and II PUC examination 
s. Former Agara Gram Pancha-
yat president C.N. Murthy, Ku-
mar, Devaraj, Murthy, Ganga-
raju and several local residents 
attended the programme.

Education should reach every 
child, says MLA ST Somashekar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Union of 
Wo r k i n g  J o u r n a l i s t s 
(KUWJ) has urged Director 
General and Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Dr M.A. Sal-
eem to initiate strict action 
against fake journalists and 
individuals posing as RTI 
activists who allegedly tar-
nish the image of genuine 
media professionals.

A delegation led by 
KUWJ State President 
Shivanand Tagadur met the 
DGP and submitted a mem-
orandum highlighting the 
growing menace of self-
styled journalists who mis-
use the profession for per-
sonal gain.

The delegation pointed 
out that many individuals 
who neither work for rec-
ognised media organisa-
tions nor publish news car-
ry visiting cards identifying 
themselves as journalists. 
They alleged that some 
such persons have turned 
filing complaints and RTI 
applications into a means of 
intimidation and extortion. 
KUWJ reque sted the po-
lice department to identify 
and curb such activities, 
stating that these individu-
als damage the cre di bility 
of professional journalists 
and misuse the name of the 
media to harass the pu bl ic 
and government officials.

The delegation also 
urged the police to maintain 
a record of habitual offend-
ers and prevent them from 
exploiting the system by 
falsely claiming to repre-
sent the media. The DGP 
assured the delegation that 
the issue would be examined 
seriously and appropriate ac-
tion would be taken to ad-
dress the misuse of the jour-
nalist identity. KUWJ 
Vice-President Ajjamada 
Ramesh Kuttappa, General 
Secretary G.C. Lokesh, Sec-
retaries Somas hekar Ker-
agodu and Ningappa Chava-
di, and Treasurer Vasudeva 
Holla were also part of the 
delegation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Electronic City police 
have arrested a man and his 
brother-in-law for allegedly 
murdering the former’s father, 
who frequently created distur-
bances at home under the in-
fluence of alcohol and as-
saulted family members.

The accused, Shahrukh, a 
mechanic, and his brother-in-
law Shaheen, an autorickshaw 
driver, have been remanded to 
judicial custody for the mur-
der of 42-year-old Rafiq, a 
resident of Ambedkar Nagar 
in Bommanahalli.

According to police, Rafiq 
worked as a bike mechanic in 
Hosur and was addicted to al-
cohol. He allegedly returned 
home drunk on a regular ba-
sis, quarrelling with his wife 
and children and often as-
saulting them. The family had 
reportedly grown increasingly 
distressed by his behaviour.

On July 4, Rafiq allegedly 
picked another fight at home 
after consuming alcohol. 
When he reportedly assaulted 
his wife, Shaheen intervened 
to stop him. Shahrukh also 
joined the confrontation, and 
the two allegedly assaulted 
Rafiq.

Police said the accused then 
told family members that they 
were taking Rafiq to a de-ad-
diction centre for treatment. 
Instead, while travelling in an 
autorickshaw, they allegedly 
strangled him with a rope, 
killing him on the way.

The duo is accused of 
dumping the body in a euca-
lyptus grove near Singasandra 
Lake before fleeing the spot.

The crime came to light af-
ter local residents noticed a 
body lying in the grove and 
alerted the police. Officers 
who reached the spot found 
blood stains on the victim’s 
face and marks around his 
neck, prompting them to reg-
ister a murder case.

During the investigation, 
police questioned Rafiq’s 
family members. His daughter 
reportedly told investigators 
that she had earlier suggested 
admitting her father to a reha-
bilitation centre and had in-
formed both her husband and 
brother about the plan.

Based on the information 
gathered, police detained 
Shahrukh and Shaheen for 
questioning. During interro-
gation, the two allegedly con-
fessed to the murder. Further 
investigation is underway.

KUWJ urges DGP 
to crack down on 
fake journalists, 

RTI blackmailers

Son, son-in-law arrested for killing 
alcoholic father after family dispute

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Expressing serious concern 
over the prolonged delay in the 
trial of the 2014 sexual assault 
case involving a six-year-old 
girl at a private English-medi-
um school in Bengaluru, the 
Karnataka High Court has di-
rected the trial court to com-
plete the proceedings within 
eight weeks.

A single-judge Bench of Jus-
tice M. Nagaprasanna issued 
the direction while disposing of 
a petition filed by the victim’s 
father, which raised certain le-
gal and procedural issues con-
nected with the case.

The court observed that the 
trial had remained pending for 
years on one pretext or another, 
describing the delay as unac-
ceptable and unreasonable. It 

said both the prosecution and 
the sessions court ought to have 
exercised greater vigilance, par-
ticularly in cases involving 
child sexual abuse.

Referring to Supreme Court 
judgments, Justice Nagaprasan 
na reiterated that the right to a 
speedy trial is an integral part of 
Article 21 of the Constitution 
and cannot be diluted or sus-
pended at convenience. The 
court noted that cases under the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act 
are expected to reach their con-
clusion within a year of comme 
ncement of legal proceedings.

The Bench also criticised the 
culture of repeated adjourn-
ments in criminal trials, partic-
ularly in sensitive cases involv-
ing children. It directed both the 
prosecution and the defence to 

extend full cooperation to en-
sure that the trial is concluded 
within eight weeks from the 
date of receipt of the order.

The High Court, however, 
rejected the petitioner’s request 
seeking to summon the magis-
trate who had recorded the vic-
tim’s statement under Section 
164 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. The petitioner had 
argued that the copy of the 
statement did not bear the sig-
natures of either the child or the 
magistrate. The court declined 
to accept the contention.

The case dates back to July 
14, 2014, when two gymnastics 
coaches employed at a private 
school in Bengaluru were ar-
rested for allegedly sexually 
assaulting a six-year-old student 
after keeping her inside a room 
following gymnastics practice.

HC orders trial court to complete  
2014 school rape case within eight weeks

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has 
stayed criminal proceedings 
against the Panchayat Devel-
opment Officer (PDO) of 
Mannekote Gram Panchayat in 
Chitradurga district in connec-
tion with the death of a man 
who was electrocuted after 
coming into contact with a live 
electric wire connected to a 
borewell.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna 
passed the interim order while 
hearing a petition filed by 
PDO M.H. Girish (51), who 
sought quashing of the crimi-
nal case and the trial pending 
before the Principal Civil 
Judge (Junior Division) and 
JMFC Court at Molakalmuru.

Observing that the petitioner 
appeared to have no direct role 

in the incident, the court 
stayed further proceedings 
against him until further or-
ders.

The High Court also issued 
notice to the Station House Of-
ficer of Talaku Police Station, 
the respondent in the case, and 
questioned the rationale be-
hind arraying the PDO as an 
accused while excluding offi-
cials of BESCOM, who are 
responsible for the electricity 
supply.

During the hearing, the 
court observed that the de-
ceased had allegedly come 
into contact with a live electric 
wire installed at a public bore-
well and died due to electrocu-
tion. Prima facie, the Bench 
noted that there appeared to be 
no direct connection between 
the PDO and the incident.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 27-year-old man from Tripu-
ra was found dead in his rented 
room in Ejipura, with police su 
specting suicide. Investigators 
are also probing claims that he 
had been battling depre ssion 
after sustaining serious injuries 
during an alleged assault by 
friends a few months ago.

The deceased, identified as 
Tapan Nath, was employed at 
the beer manufacturing unit of a 
craft beer outlet in Koramanga-
la. His body was found han ging 
in accommodation provided for 
the establishment’s staff after he 
failed to report for work. The 

incident came to light around 
11.30 pm when one of his 
roommates discovered him.

According to police, Tapan’s 
family members and friends al-
leged that he had been assaulted 
by a group of friends during a 
party three to four months ago. 
They claimed an argument 
broke out after the group consu 
med alcohol, during which he 
was allegedly attacked and sus-
tained severe injuries to his pri-
vate parts. 

Police said Tapan re portedly 
did not inform his family about 
the incident due to em barrass-
ment and instead sought medi-
cal treatment on his own.

Tripura native ends life,  
police probe assault claims

HC stays proceedings against 
PDO in electrocution death case, 

seeks answers on BESCOM

Encroachments  
and poor planning 

leave Hebbal 
motorists battling 

daily congestion  
and hazardous 

commuting 
conditions.
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Police Sub-Inspector booked for dowry harassment, assault
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Police Sub-Inspector (PSI) 
attached to the Bengaluru City 
Police Commissioner’s Office 
has been booked on charges of 
dowry harassment, domestic 
violence, criminal intimidation 
and assault following a com-
plaint lodged by his wife, who 
alleged that local police initial-
ly failed to take appropriate 
action.

The complainant, Revathi, 
accused her husband, PSI 
Byrappa, of subjecting her to 
years of physical and mental 
abuse and demanding ₹50 lakh 
in dowry along with a house 

and a residential site from her 
parents.

According to the 
complaint, the couple 
married five years ago 
and lived peacefully for 
nearly three years. 
They have a three-year-
old daughter. Revathi 
alleged that her husband’s be-
haviour later changed and he 
began harassing her over dow-
ry demands.

She claimed Byrappa fre-
quently abused her in obscene 
language, physically assaulted 
her and often returned home 
intoxicated. She further al-
leged that he repeatedly forced 

her and their young daughter 
out of the house during 
domestic disputes and 
would leave home for 
several days after pack-
ing his belongings.

Revathi also alleged 
that on July 12, when 
her father visited the 

couple’s residence to mediate 
a family dispute, Byrappa 
picked up a machete and at-
tempted to attack both her and 
her father. Following the inci-
dent, she approached the 
Kengeri Police Station seeking 
legal action.

She alleged that instead of 
registering a criminal case, the 

police initially issued only a 
Non-Cognisable Report 
(NCR). Claiming that her 
complaint was not handled 
fairly because the accused was 
a police officer, she decided to 
escalate the matter by ap-
proaching the Bengaluru City 
Police Commissioner and the 
Director General of Police 
(DGP).

Following further interven-
tion, Kengeri police registered 
a case against the PSI under 
relevant provisions relating to 
dowry harassment, assault and 
criminal intimidation.

Police later took Byrappa 
into custody for questioning. 

Officials confirmed that the 
accused, who was serving in 
the Police Control Room un-
der the Commissioner’s Of-
fice, has been booked and that 
further investigation is under-
way.

Senior police officers said 
statements from the com-
plainant and witnesses would 
be recorded and evidence re-
lating to the allegations exam-
ined before further legal action 
is taken. Authorities main-
tained that the investigation 
would be conducted impartial-
ly, irrespective of the ac-
cused’s position in the police 
department.

POLICE OFFICER BOOKED
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friend during drunken 
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Kumaraswamy Layout 

police have arrested a 
27-year-old man for alleg-

edly murdering his friend by 
attacking him with stones 
during a drunken quarrel 
over money. The victim, 
identified as 19-year-old 

Rakesh, was a resident of 
Rajyotsava Nagar and 

worked as an assistant at 
an egg rice shop. He lived 
with his mother and two 

brothers. According to po-
lice, the incident occurred in 
a park at Rajyotsava Nagar 
during a liquor party. An ar-
gument over money alleg-

edly escalated into a violent 
fight, during which the ac-

cused, Venkatesh, allegedly 
fatally assaulted Rakesh 

with stones before fleeing. 
He was later arrested and is 

being interrogated.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Greater Bengaluru Devel-
opment Minister Krishna 
Byre Gowda on Tuesday 
said 465 stray dogs have 
been sterilised and vacci-
nated against rabies over 

the past month in the 
West Bengaluru Municipal 
Corporation limits. Speak-
ing during an inspection of 
the stray dog vaccination 
programme in Basavesh-

waranagar ward under 
Zone-2, the minister said 
the civic body’s Animal 

Husbandry Department is 
stepping up efforts to con-
trol the stray dog popula-

tion and prevent rabies. He 
said the West Bengaluru 

Municipal Corporation has 
an estimated 69,341 stray 

dogs and assured that 
sterilisation and vaccina-

tion drives would continue 
at a faster pace. Byre Gow-
da added that similar pro-
grammes are being imple-
mented effectively in other 
municipal corporation lim-

its across Bengaluru.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Karnataka State Open Uni-
versity (KSOU) has invited 
applications for admission 
to its distance education B.
Ed. programme. Candidates 

in service who possess a 
degree along with TCH/D.
Ed. qualifications are eligi-
ble to apply. The last date 

for submitting applications 
is August 10, while the com-
mon entrance examination 

will be conducted on Au-
gust 16. For further details, 

candidates may contact the 
KSOU Regional Centre-1, 

First Floor, KSRTC Satellite 
Bus Stand, Mysore Road, 

Bapujinagar, Bengalu-
ru-560026, or call 080-

26603664. They may also 
contact 98805 26439 or 
90195 26439 for admis-
sion-related information.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rotary International is play-
ing a significant role in stren 
gthening humanitarian values 
and social bonding through its 
selfless service initiatives, for-
mer Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s media adviser K.V. 
Prabhakar said on Tuesday.

Speaking after presenting 
the Rotary Falcons Media 
Awards to journalists at a 
function organised jointly by 
Rotary and the Bengaluru 
Press Club, Prabhakar said 
Rotary’s guiding principle of 
“Service Above Self” had be 
come more relevant at a time 
when society was increasing-
ly driven by self-interest.

He observed that while 
people today often focus only 
on personal gain, organisa-
tions like Rotary continue to 
work for the welfare of soci-
ety through meaningful inter-
ventions in education, health-
care and environmental pro-
tection.

Prabhakar lauded Rotary’s 
“One Billion Water Dream” 
initiative, calling it a timely 
programme that addresses 
one of the most pressing 
needs of the present day. He 
welcomed the decision to 
launch the project in drought-
prone Kolar district, saying 
water conservation and sup-
ply are crucial for the region, 
where farmers continue to 
cultivate despite recurring 
drought conditions.

He also appreciated Rota-

ry’s efforts towards environ-
mental conservation, noting 
that the effects of climate 
change are becoming increas-
ingly visible, with sum-
mer-like conditions persisting 
even during the monsoon sea-
son. Such initiatives, he said, 
are essential to protect future 
generations.

Highlighting the broader 
impact of community service, 
Prabhakar said social work 
not only benefits the poor and 
underprivileged but also im-
proves their economic condi-
tion and quality of life while 
fostering unity within society.

He praised entrepreneurs 
and professionals associated 
with Rotary for dedicating 
their time and resources to 
public service alongside their 
professional commitments.

Expressing concern over 
the decline of human relation-
ships in the digital era, Pra-
bhakar said rapid technologi-
cal advancements and exces-
sive dependence on mobile 
phones had weakened inter-
personal bonds. In such circu 
mstances, organisations like 
Rotary were helping recon-
nect people through commu-
nity-centred activities, he add-
ed. Minister Ramalinga Red-
dy, filmmaker and writer Na-
gathihalli Chandrashekhar, 
Rotary representatives Anil 
Gupta and Nagesh, Bengaluru 
Press Club president Sridhar 
and general secretary Shiva-
kumar Bellitatte were among 
those present.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Asian-African Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (AAC-
CI) has appointed Karthik 
Somyaji as the Chairman of its 
Member Welfare Committee 
for Karnataka, entrusting him 
with the responsibility of 
strengthening member engage-
ment and expanding business 
opportunities across the state.

In his new role, Somyaji will 
lead initiatives aimed at sup-
porting entrepreneurs, startups, 
MSMEs, professionals and in-
dustries through business net-
working, strategic partnerships 
and capacity-building pro-
grammes. The committee will 
also focus on promoting in-
vestment opportunities, trade 
delegations, policy advocacy 
and knowledge-sharing ses-
sions to help members access 
domestic and international 
markets.

AACCI said the appoint-
ment reflects its commitment 
to building a strong business 
ecosystem by connecting Kar-

nataka-based enterprises with 
global opportunities. The 
chamber has an international 
presence across Asia, Africa, 
Europe, the Middle East, North 
America and other emerging 
markets, with business links 
spanning more than 102 coun-
tries.

The organisation plans to 
leverage Karnataka’s strengths 
in technology, manufacturing, 
innovation and startups by fa-
cilitating export opportunities, 
attracting foreign investment 
and promoting cross-border 
collaborations. Special empha-
sis will be placed on support-

ing MSMEs, startups, women 
entrepreneurs and young busi-
ness leaders through global 
networking and market access.

Welcoming the appointment, 
AACCI Director General M.J. 
Puri said Karnataka is one of 
India’s leading economic hubs 
and that Somyaji’s leadership 
would help create practical op-
portunities for businesses seek-
ing international growth.

AACCI said the Member 
Welfare Committee will work 
closely with business leaders, 
government agencies, diplo-
matic missions, investors and 
strategic partners to enhance 
trade and investment while 
supporting the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (UN SDGs) 2030.

The chamber expressed con-
fidence that Somyaji’s leader-
ship would strengthen AAC-
CI’s presence in Karnataka and 
create lasting value for the 
state’s entrepreneurial commu-
nity through enhanced global 
connectivity and business col-
laboration.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government 
will hold a consultation meet-
ing with apartment owners and 
stakeholders on Wednesday 
before finalising a new law 
aimed at strengthening apart-
ment ownership rights and im-
proving the management of 
residential complexes across 
the State.

The meeting, scheduled at 
the Nehru Planetarium Audito-
rium, will be chaired by Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
along with Bengaluru Devel-
opment Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda. Officials said the con-
sultation is part of the govern-
ment’s effort to gather sugges-
tions from apartment residents 
before placing the draft legis-
lation before the State Cabinet.

The proposed law has been 
prepared following repeated 
demands from apartment own-

ers for a stronger legal frame-
work to address issues relating 
to ownership rights, mainte-
nance responsibilities and the 
administration of apartment 
complexes.

For several years, resident 
welfare associations and apart-
ment owners have complained 
that the existing legal provi-
sions are inadequate to resolve 
disputes involving builders, 
apartment associations and in-
dividual owners. Differences 
over common areas, mainte-
nance charges, transfer of own-
ership, formation of associa-
tions and handover of facilities 
have frequently led to pro-
longed legal battles.

Government officials said 
the draft legislation seeks to 
introduce a comprehensive 
framework that clearly defines 
the rights and responsibilities 
of builders, apartment owners 
and resident associations. The 
objective is to minimise dis-
putes while ensuring better 
governance of apartment com-
munities.

According to officials, the 
consultation meeting will pro-
vide residents, apartment asso-
ciations, legal experts, builders 
and other stakeholders an op-
portunity to study the proposed 
provisions and submit their 
suggestions. The government 
has indicated that genuine rec-
ommendations received during 
the meeting will be examined 
and incorporated into the draft 
wherever required.

The initiative follows direc-
tions issued by Chief Minister 
Shivakumar to modernise the 

legal framework governing 
apartment ownership in view 
of Bengaluru’s rapid urban ex-
pansion and the increasing 
number of apartment-based 
housing projects.

After the consultation pro-
cess, the draft Bill will be 
placed before the State Cabinet 
for approval. Once approved, 
it will be introduced in the 
Legislature for consideration 
and passage.

The government expects the 
proposed law to bring greater 
transparency, improve account-
ability in apartment manage-
ment and provide better pro-
tection for homeowners by re-
ducing conflicts between de-
velopers, resident associations 
and individual apartment own-
ers. Officials believe the legis-
lation will create a more effec-
tive and balanced system for 
managing apartment commu-
nities across Karnataka.

New ownership law: Govt to 
consult apartment owners

Stakeholder meeting to seek suggestions before Cabinet clears 
proposed apartment ownership legislation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru-based healthtech 
company Exdion has launched 
its next-generation AI-powered 
healthcare platform aim ed at 
improving patient care, stream-
lining hospital operations and 
expanding access to quality 
healthcare across India.

The platform combines artifi-
cial intelligence, machine learn-
ing and real-time patient moni-
toring to help hospitals and 
clinics deliver faster, more accu-
rate and personalised treatment. 
It features AI-assisted diagnos-
tics, automated patient record 
management, telemedicine inte-
gration and predictive analytics 
to support early disease detec-
tion. Announcing the launch, Ex 
dion CEO Dr Arjun Mehta said 
technology must play a leading 

role in transforming healthcare 
delivery. He said the platform is 
designed to reduce the workload 
of doctors, improve pa-
tient outcomes and ex-
tend quality healthcare 
services to remote and 
underserved regions.

According to the 
company, pilot deploy-
ments in three major 
hospitals in Bengaluru and other 
parts of Karnataka have pro-
duced encouraging results. 
During the trial phase, hospitals 
reported a 40 per cent reduction 
in patient waiting time and a 25 
per cent improvement in diag-
nostic accuracy.

Following the successful pi-
lot, Exdion plans to expand the 
platform to more than 50 hospi-
tals across the country by the 
end of 2026. The company will 

focus particularly on tier-2 and 
tier-3 cities, where access to ad-
vanced healthcare technology 

remains limited.
Exdion also announ 

ced plans to collaborate 
with government health 
program mes, including 
Ayushman Bharat, to 
strengthen digital health-
care infrastructure and 

improve access to affordable 
medical services.

Founded in 2021 and head-
quartered in Bengaluru, Exdion 
develops AI-driven digital solu-
tions for hospitals, clinics and 
patients. The company said its 
mission is to make healthcare 
smarter, faster and more acces-
sible by leveraging advanced 
technology to support both 
medical professionals and pa-
tients.

Exdion launches AI-powered healthcare 
platform to improve patient care

Karthik Somyaji appointed 
AACCI Karnataka Member 

Welfare Committee chairman

Rotary strengthening 
humanitarian values through 
social service: KV Prabhakar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA) on Monday 
night announced the provision-
al results of the first round of 
seat allotment for admissions 
to various professional courses, 
including engineering, under 
UGCET.

According to KEA Execu-
tive Director H. Prasanna, the 
results were originally sched-
uled to be released on July 14 
but were announced ahead of 
schedule.Candidates who have 
any objections to the provision-
al allotment can submit them 
online until 5 pm on July 14. 
The seat allotment has been pre 
pared based on the preferences 
and choices entered by candi-
dates up to 11 am on July 9.

KEA has advised candidates 
to verify their allotment details 
carefully and raise objections, 
if any, within the stipulated 
deadline before the final allot-
ment results are published.

KEA announces 
provisional UGCET 

first-round seat 
allotment results

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bandhan Bank has launched a 
nationwide cyber security 
awareness campaign titled 
‘Cyber Cop’ to educate citi-
zens about online safety and 
help them protect themselves 
against the growing threat of 
cybercrime.

The initiative, launched un-
der the bank’s Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) pro-
gramme, aims to spread 
awareness about digital fraud 
through simple, engaging and 
informative content. Ac-
claimed filmmaker Rohit Shet-
ty has joined the campaign, 
lending support through the 
popular appeal of his ‘Cop 

Universe’ franchise.
The campaign comes at a 

time when cybercrime cases 
are witnessing a sharp rise 
across the country. According 
to government data, nearly 24 
lakh complaints related to cy-
ber offences were registered 
through the National Cyber 
Crime Reporting Portal in 
2025, resulting in financial 
losses of about Rs 22,495 
crore.

Bandhan Bank said the cam-
paign seeks to educate people 
on recognising cyber threats, 
verifying suspicious messages 
and transactions, and adopting 
safe online practices to avoid 
becoming victims of fraud.

Rohit Shetty said cyber 

threats have become an every-
day reality in an increasingly 
digital world, making aware-
ness and vigilance essential for 
every citizen.

A spokesperson for the bank 
said cyber fraud is one of the 
biggest challenges facing In-
dia’s digital ecosystem. 
Through the ‘Cyber Cop’ cam-
paign, the bank hopes to en-
courage people to think before 
they click, verify before they 
trust and remain alert while 
using digital platforms.

The campaign will be rolled 
out across the country through 
awareness drives and digital 
outreach initiatives aimed at 
strengthening cyber safety 
among the public.

Bandhan Bank launches ‘Cyber Cop’ 
campaign to promote cyber safety

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The footpath encroachment 
clearance drive launched by 
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority on July 1 has crossed 
the 500-km mark, but the 
pace of the operation has 
slowed considerably over 
the past two weeks.

The campaign, covering 
the jurisdictions of five mu-
nicipal corporations, aims to 
remove encroachments from 
1,500 km of major roads. 
Greater Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda had announced the 
ambitious target at the 
launch of the initiative. 

According to official fig-
ures, the operation was car-
ried out over 10 worki ng 
days betwe en July 1 and 
July 13. No drives were  
conducted on July 5, 11 and 
12 due to government holi-
days.

On Monday, clearance op-
erations were undertaken 
only in the Bengaluru North 
and Central Municipal Cor-

poration limits, while offi-
cials from the South, East 
and West municipal corpora-
tions did not provide up-
dates on the day’s activities.

In the North Municipal 
Corporation limits, officials 
cleared encroachments 
along 8.6 km of footpaths. 
The operation removed eight 
roadside shops, eight push-
carts, 92 sheets and cano-
pies, 98 steps and ramps, 83 
advertisement boards and 
115.5 tonnes of waste, soil 
and debris. Six JCBs, 18 
tractors, one tipper, two oth-
er machines and 86 person-
nel were deployed for the 
drive, Commissioner Pom-
mala Sunilkumar said. 

In the Central Municipal 
Corporation area, Commis-
sioner G. Jagadish said  
encroachments were cleared 
from 2.6 km of footpaths. 
Officials removed 19 push-
carts, six temporary shops, 
33 sheet structures, 20 ad-
vertisement boards and two 
tonnes of construction de-
bris.

Footpath encroachment 
clearance crosses 500 

km, pace of drive slows
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99% census forms distributed in voter list revision
MADIKERI

District Collector S. J. So-
mashekhar said that 99 per-
cent of census forms under 
the Electoral Roll Special 
Comprehensive Revision 
(SIR) have been distributed 
across Kodagu district. He 
said the revision work is pro-
gressing as per the instruc-
tions of the Election Commis-
sion of India.

Speaking at a review meet-
ing held at the Collector’s of-
fice, Somashekhar said 552 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) 
are visiting voters’ homes in 
the two assembly constituen-
cies of Kodagu district and 
distributing the census forms. 
He said the collection of filled 
forms and digi t iza t ion 
through the BLO app will 
continue until July 29.

The Collector said voters 
can also submit the census 
forms online. So far, 952 peo-
ple have completed the online 
submission process. He in-
formed that details of 70 ab-
sent voters, 2,228 shifted fam-
ilies, 1,629 deceased voters, 
274 duplicate entries and 14 
other cases have been identi-
fied during the revision pro-
cess.

He said there were 4,68,657 
voters in the two assembly 
constituencies, and the same 
number of census forms were 
pr in ted .  Out  of  these , 
4,63,301 forms have been dis-
tributed, while 1,21,226 filled 
forms have been collected and 
digitized. The form distribu-
tion process has achieved 
98.86 percent progress, he 
added.

The Collector instructed 

BLOs to strictly follow Elec-
tion Commission guidelines 
while conducting door-to-
door verification. He directed 
officials to ensure house vis-
its, checking of stickers, re-
peated visits to locked houses 
and proper verification of vot-
er details.

Somashekhar said digitiza-

tion of collected forms 
through the BLO app should 
be monitored regularly and 
completed within the given 
deadline. He also advised of-
ficials to organize special 
camps at polling stations and 
BLO centres to help voters 
complete the process easily.

He instructed BLOs to ver-

ify information regarding vot-
ers who have shifted, de-
ceased persons and other 
changes before updating the 
electoral roll. He also empha-
sized the importance of con-
ducting meetings with Booth 
Level Agents (BLA) of polit-
ical parties and sharing infor-
mation about the revision pro-
cess.

The Collector directed nodal 
officers to closely monitor 
BLO activities and ensure that 
all documents related to the 
voter list revision are main-
tained without errors. He said 
officials must complete the 
entire process according to the 
schedule fixed by the Election 
Commission of India. Addi-
tional District Collector Saha-
na S. Hadimani and other de-
partmental officers were pres-
ent at the meeting.

ELECTORAL REVISION DRIVE

QUICK READ

Kannada music 
workshop to honour 

K.V. Subbanna

Long wanted 
criminal finally 

caught by Police

Chitradurga
Rangasaurabha Kala Sang-
ha, along with the Kannada 

and Culture Department, 
Bengaluru, will conduct a 

Kannada song singing 
training workshop and lec-

ture programme to remem-
ber Ninasam founder 

member and theatre per-
sonality K.V. Subbanna. The 
event will be held on July 16 
at Siddharameshwar Resi-
dential High School prem-
ises. Educationist Dr. G.N. 
Mallikarjunappa will inau-

gurate the programme. 
Senior journalist M.N. Yo-

geesh will deliver a lecture 
on Subbanna’s life and 

writings. Students will re-
ceive training in patriotic 

songs and cultural compo-
sitions. The programme will 
also honour senior journal-
ist S. Manjunath and award 
winner K.P. Omkaramoor-
thy for their achievements.

Mangaluru
Ullal police have arrested a 
notorious rowdy named Im-
ran alias Surmo Imran, who 
had been evading arrest by 

wearing a burkha and 
avoiding court appearances. 
The accused had been ab-

sconding for a long time de-
spite several court warrants 

being issued against him. 
Police acted on specific in-

formation and took him into 
custody. Imran is involved in 

a total of 23 cases regis-
tered across various police 
stations in Mangaluru city 
and Udupi district. These 
cases include attempt to 
murder, assault, robbery 

and other serious offences. 
He had been deliberately 

skipping court hearings and 
remaining in hiding to avoid 

arrest. Ullal police con-
firmed that the accused has 
now been taken into custo-
dy and will be produced be-
fore the court for further le-
gal proceedings. The arrest 
has ended his attempts to 

remain at large by changing 
his appearance.

Virendra Pappi seeks special 
grants for Chitradurga projects

MLA sought ₹25 crore grant to revive Chitradurga Durgotsava as a 
state-level festival promoting history, culture, art and tourism

CHITRADURGA

MLA K. C. Virendra Pappi 
has requested Chief Minister 
D. K. Shivakumar to provide 
special grants for four major 
projects aimed at the compre-
hensive development of Chi-
tradurga city and the preser-
vation of its historical heri-
tage.

The MLA submitted a re-
quest letter to the Chief Min-
ister during his visit to Chitra-
durga on July 13. In the letter, 
he highlighted the need for 
government support to im-
prove infrastructure, promote 
tourism and address the grow-
ing needs of the city.

Virendra Pappi requested 
funds for widening important 
roads in Chitradurga city, stat-
ing that increasing vehicle 
movement and narrow roads 
have resulted in traffic con-
gestion and accidents. He said 
road expansion would im-
prove transportation facilities, 
support business activities 
and give a boost to the overall 
development of the city. He 

also requested approval and 
grant allocation for the project 
during the upcoming August 
session.

The MLA also sought a 
special grant of ₹25 crore to 
revive the historic Chitradur-
ga Durgotsava and organize it 
as a state-level festival. He 
said the festival, which was 
earlier held in 2006 and 2015, 

has been inactive for several 
years. Restarting the event 
would help promote the dis-
trict’s history, culture, art and 
tourism, he added.

Another important request 
was the establishment of the 
Chitradurga Fort and Chan-
dravalli Development Author-
ity for the planned develop-
ment and protection of these 

heritage sites. He said form-
ing an authority similar to 
those created for other histor-
ic locations in Karnataka 
would help in conservation, 
infrastructure improvement, 
tourism growth and employ-
ment generation.

The MLA also requested 
administrative approval and 
₹47.50 crore for constructing 
a new high-tech bus station in 
Chitradurga. He pointed out 
that although Bhoomi Puja for 
the project was conducted on 
March 24, 2023, the work has 
remained pending due to a 
shortage of funds. He urged 
the government to release 
funds and begin construction 
soon.

Virendra Pappi said these 
four projects would improve 
city facilities, protect histori-
cal landmarks, increase tour-
ism opportunities, create em-
ployment and contribute to 
the overall progress of Chitra-
durga district. He appealed to 
the Chief Minister to consider 
the proposals and provide 
necessary support.

Farmers urged to 
take crop insurance 

with loans
CHIKKABALLAPURA

District Collector G. Prabhu 
has instructed bank managers 
to encourage farmers to regis-
ter for crop insurance while 
providing agricultural loans. 
He said farmers should be in-
formed about the benefits of 
insurance and guided to pro-
tect themselves from crop 
losses caused by natural con-
ditions.

The Collector was speaking 
at a review meeting on the 
progress of crop insurance 
registration held at the Sir M. 
Visvesvaraya Zilla Panchayat 
Hall. He reviewed the regis-
tration process under the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY) for the 
2026-27 monsoon season and 
directed officials to speed up 
the work.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment has been given a target 
to register 80,000 farmers un-
der the scheme in the district. 
However, only 22,406 appli-
cations have been received so 
far. The Collector expressed 
dissatisfaction over the slow 
progress and warned officials 
of strict action if the given 
targets are not achieved with-
in the remaining period.

He said only a small num-
ber of farmers who have tak-
en loans from banks have re-
ceived crop insurance cover-
age. Bank managers were 
asked to adopt a farm-
er-friendly approach and en-
sure that all eligible farmers 
who have taken loans, as well 
as those applying for loans in 
the future, are covered under 
the insurance scheme.

The Collector directed Ag-
riculture and Horticulture De-
partment officials to review 

the progress of crop insurance 
registration daily and submit 
reports to his office. He urged 
officials to create awareness 
among farmers and help them 
complete the registration pro-
cess through available centres 
and representatives.

Explaining the importance 
of crop insurance, G. Prabhu 
said the district has faced 
nearly 80 percent rainfall 
shortage so far. Even if rain-
fall improves in the coming 
days, crops may suffer partial 
damage. He explained that 
insurance support can help 
farmers recover losses during 
such situations.

He said farmers can receive 
compensation based on the ex-
tent of crop damage after pay-
ing a small premium amount. 
For example, millet farmers 
who pay ₹399 per acre for reg-
istration can receive financial 
assistance in case of crop loss. 
He appealed to all farmers to 
register under the scheme be-
fore the deadline.

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture Abid, Joint Director of 
Horticulture Devaraj, repre-
sentatives of Tata AIG and 
bank managers attended the 
meeting. Officials urged 
farmers to contact Farmer 
Contact Centres, self-help 
group representatives and de-
partment officers for assis-
tance with crop insurance 
registration.

Collector criticized low 
crop insurance 

registrations, urged 
banks and officials to 

ensure eligible farmers 
receive coverage and 
meet targets promptly

Advocate S.V. Patil said court-imposed bail conditions were followed, 
procedures completed, and Swamiji signed required documents before release

VACHANANANDA SWAMIJI 
COMPLETES BAIL PROCESS IN COURT

DAVANAGERE

Vachanananda Swamiji of the 
Veerashaiva Lingayat Pan-
chamasali Peetha appeared 
before the Davanagere Dis-
trict POCSO Court and com-
pleted the bail process on 
Tuesday. He said he respected 
the court’s decision and 
would follow all legal condi-
tions. Speaking after the court 
proceedings, Swamiji said the 
conditional bail granted by 
the court was a victory for 
truth. He thanked his devotees 
and legal team for their sup-
port and appreciated advocate 

S. V. Patil for presenting the 
required documents before 
the court.

Swamiji said that those fol-
lowing the path of spirituality 
often face difficulties and crit-
icism. He stated that truth, 
justice and righteousness 
would ultimately prevail. 
Since the matter is currently 
before the court, he said he 
would not comment further 
on the case and would respect 
the legal process.

He also spoke about the 
teachings of his spiritual jour-
ney and said he had learned 
yoga and meditation from his 

guru, Yoga Bharatiya Swami-
ji. Referring to the importance 
of silence and patience, he 
said that some answers come 
through time rather than 
words.

Meanwhile, advocate S. V. 
Patil said the court had direct-
ed Swamiji to follow all con-
ditions while granting bail. 
He said the necessary bail 
procedures were completed 
and Swamiji had signed the 
required documents before 
the court.

The advocate said Swamiji 
would appear before the court 
again on August 20. He added 

that the second accused in the 
case has also been directed to 
appear before the court on the 
same date.

According to the lawyer, 
the court has imposed condi-
tions including submission of 
a bail bond of ₹1 lakh, regular 
appearance before the court, 
avoiding any interference 
with witnesses and cooperat-
ing with the speedy comple-
tion of the case. The legal 
proceedings will continue as 
per the directions of the court, 
while Swamiji and his sup-
porters have expressed confi-
dence in the judicial process.

TUMAKURU

With discussions about a pos-
sible cabinet expansion gain-
ing momentum, Bhovi com-
munity leader Immadi Sidda-
rameshwara Swamiji has 
urged Deputy Chief Minister 
G. Parameshwar to recom-
mend Pavagada MLA H.V. 
Venkatesh for a ministerial po-
sition. Swamiji met DCM 
Parameshwar at Siddhartha 
Medical College in Heggere, 
Tumakuru, and held discus-
sions for nearly an hour. 
During the meeting, he report-
edly requested support for 
Venkatesh, who belongs to the 
Bhovi community, to be con-
sidered for a place in the state 
cabinet.

Speaking to reporters later, 
Siddarameshwara Swamiji 
said his meeting with the Dep-
uty Chief Minister was mainly 
related to other matters. How-
ever, he added that there are 
three MLAs from the Bhovi 
community and expressed his 
wish that one of them should 
receive representation in the 
government.

MLA H.V. Venkatesh also 
responded to the development 
and confirmed that Swamiji 
had discussed the ministerial 
opportunity with him. He said 
he is also interested in serving 
as a minister if given a chance. 
The discussions come at a time 
when several leaders are seek-
ing representation ahead of the 
expected cabinet changes. 

Bhovi Swamiji seeks minister 
post for MLA Venkatesh

HUNSUR

Mysore District Cooperative 
Bank Chairman Dodda Some-
gowda said cooperative soci-
eties play an important role in 
improving farmers' economic 
condition and urged members 
to repay loans on time. He 
was speaking at the annual 
general meeting of Mullur 
Primary Agricultural Cooper-
ative Society in Hunsur taluk.

He announced that the My-
sore District Cooperative 
Bank has sanctioned a loan 
limit of ₹9.45 crore for the 
society for 2026-27, and said 
₹1.38 crore agricultural loans 
have already been provided to 
farmers. Remaining eligible 
members will receive loan fa-
cilities according to their re-
quirements. He explained that 
cooperative societies are not 
only lending centres but also 
support savings, agricultural 
growth and rural develop-
ment.

Somegowda advised mem-
bers to use available schemes 
and increase agricultural pro-
duction through proper plan-
ning. The meeting approved 
the annual report, income-ex-
penditure accounts and future 

plans of the society. Members 
shared suggestions and ex-
pressed confidence in sup-
porting the organisation’s 
growth. HUDA President HP 
Amarnath distributed Yashas-
vini health cards and said the 
scheme provides valuable 
support to rural families 
during health emergencies.

He added that every mem-
ber should benefit from the 
programme and mentioned 
that former MLA HP Manju-
nath pays the registration fee 
for new members joining 
through the society as a pub-
lic service. Association Pres-
ident BK Channarasegowda 
presided over the meeting. 
Directors, staff, farmers and 
villagers including Jayal-
akshmi Madevaraj ,  So-
masekhar, Govardhana and 
others participated in the pro-
gramme. The gathering high-
lighted the importance of 
cooperative societies in 
strengthening farmers' finan-
cial security and encouraged 
members to actively partici-
pate in development activi-
ties. The society continues to 
work towards helping farm-
ers achieve better opportuni-
ties and rural progress.

Mullur PACS gets ₹9.45 
crore loan support

Governor urged to strengthen State 
Information Commission

BELAGAVI

Belagavi-based RTI activist 
Bheemappa Gadad has urged 
the Governor to strengthen 
the State Information Com-
mission by taking action 
against officials accused of 
failing to properly enforce the 
Right to Information Act. He 
said the system must be pro-
tected to ensure transparency 
and accountability in public 
administration.

Gadad submitted a com-
plaint against Information 
Commissioners and alleged 
that the Act was being weak-
ened due to improper imple-
mentation. Speaking to report-
ers on Tuesday, he said several 
activists and organisations had 

also approached the govern-
ment with similar concerns. 
He added that documents were 
submitted to the Chief Secre-
tary, but no action was taken. 
The matter was later brought 
before the Governor for neces-
sary intervention.

Gadad requested the Gover-
nor to examine the allegations 
and take steps to improve the 
functioning of the commission. 
He claimed that the appoint-
ment process of the Chief In-
formation Commissioner and 
other commissioners did not 
follow the required procedure. 
He also alleged that Supreme 
Court guidelines regarding a 
search committee were not fol-
lowed. He warned of legal ac-
tion if the issues were not in-

vestigated promptly.
He said the Governor, as 

constitutional head of the 
State, should protect important 
institutions and help strengthen 
the Information Commission. 
Gadad alleged that some appli-
cations under the RTI Act were 
rejected without proper reasons 
and said activists should not 
face restrictions for seeking 
information. He urged author-
ities to maintain fairness and 
follow legal provisions while 
handling RTI matters. The ac-
tivist expressed hope that time-
ly action would restore public 
confidence in the commission 
and improve transparency 
across government depart-
ments. He said enforcement of 
the law was necessary.
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Anti-dengue campaign raises awareness among students
KOPPAL

The district administration, 
Zilla Panchayat and Health 
Department organised an An-
ti-Dengue Month awareness 
programme at Karnataka 
Maulana Azad Public School 
in Diddikeri to educate stu-
dents about preventing den-
gue and other infectious dis-
eases.

Deputy District Health Ed-
ucation Officer Devamma 
explained that dengue spreads 
through the bite of infected 

Aedes mosquitoes. She said 
these mosquitoes breed in 
stored water and advised stu-
dents to clean water contain-
ers like drums, barrels, tanks 
and other storage items twice 
a week. She also asked people 
to keep containers covered, 
avoid stagnant water and 
maintain cleanliness around 
homes and schools.

Devamma said dengue 
symptoms include high fever, 
headache, vomiting, pain be-
hind the eyes, skin rashes, 
black stools and bleeding 

gums. She urged people not to 
ignore fever and advised them 
to visit nearby government 
hospitals for blood tests and 

proper treatment. She also 
highlighted the importance of 
personal protection from mos-
quito bites and cooperation 

with health workers and Asha 
workers during home visits.

School Headmaster Prakash 
said health awareness pro-
grammes help students under-
stand disease prevention 
methods and requested them 
to spread awareness among 
people in their villages. 
Health Inspector Lohit Odd-
odagi provided information 
about seasonal diseases, tu-
berculosis prevention, leprosy 
control, adolescent health 
care, HPV vaccination, snake-
bite prevention and dog bite 

control programmes.
Health officials encour-

aged students to participate 
in cleanliness activities and 
follow dry day practices ev-
ery Friday to control mos-
quito breeding. Teachers, 
health department staff and 
students attended the pro-
gramme. The event high-
lighted that preventing den-
gue requires collective ef-
forts from every citizen and 
regular awareness can help 
create healthier surroundings 
for communities.

DISEASE PREVENTION AWARENESS

QUICK READ

KPSC exams bring 
restrictions around 

Gadag centre

Govt assistance 
details to be shared at 

programme

Gadag
The Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission will con-
duct departmental exami-
nations from July 17 to July 
19. A 300-metre restricted 

zone has been declared 
around CDO Jain English 
Medium School in Sarvo-

daya Colony to prevent 
malpractice and maintain 

order during the exams. 
Only authorised staff and 
candidates can enter the 
area between 8:00 am 
and 7:00 pm on exam 

days. Officials have 
banned mobile phones, 
communication devices, 

and access by groups near 
the centre. Xerox shops 

and photo copying services 
are also restricted. Media 
persons may record only 

student arrival and depar-
ture moments while entry 
into rooms is prohibited.

Koppal
The Karnataka Entrepre-

neurship Development 
Centre (CEDOK) under the 
Skill Development, Entre-

preneurship and Livelihood 
Department has an-

nounced a one-day entre-
preneurship promotion 

programme in Koppal. The 
programme aims to en-

courage self-employment 
by providing information 

about starting businesses, 
government support, fi-

nancial assistance, and fu-
ture entrepreneurship 

training opportunities. In-
terested people can regis-
ter for the programme by 
July 20. Participants aged 
between 18 and 40 years 
are eligible to apply. Offi-
cials advised aspiring en-
trepreneurs to take part 

and gain useful knowledge 
for starting their own ven-

tures. More details are 
available at the CIDAC of-

fice in Koppal.

Satish Jarakiholi reviews 
lake filling project progress
Jarakiholi said lake conservation continues through government projects, with 

plans for check dams on Tunga and Varada rivers to boost groundwater
HAVERI

Public Works Minister and 
Haveri District In-charge 
Minister Satish Jarakiholi said 
the project to supply Tung-
abhadra river water to 88 
lakes in Hirekerur and Ratti-
halli taluks will greatly bene-
fit farmers, residents and live-
stock in the coming days. He 
made the statement after in-
specting the Sarvajna lake 
filling project under the Tun-
ga Upper Bank Project Zone 
of Karnataka Irrigation Cor-
poration.

The minister said more ef-
forts are needed to fill addi-
tional lakes across the district. 
He explained that storing 
available water properly and 
strengthening lake systems 
will help provide irrigation 
facilities to farmers, drinking 
water for people and essential 
water for animals during peri-
ods of reduced rainfall.

Satish Jarakiholi said lake 
construction and conservation 
were given importance by 
kings and elders since ancient 
times. Continuing that tradi-
tion, the government is now 
implementing lake filling 
projects to improve future wa-
ter security. He added that 
plans are also being prepared 
to construct check dams 

across the Tunga and Varada 
rivers to increase groundwater 
levels and support agricultur-
al activities.

During the inspection, the 
minister reviewed the func-
tioning of the jackwell, pump 
house operations, water supply 
arrangements and the progress 
of lake filling work. Officials 
explained that the project will 
bring water from the Tung-
abhadra river near Ukkadaga-
tri village in Harihara taluk 
and supply it through MS and 
HDPE pipelines to lakes in 42 
villages of Hirekerur and Rat-
tihalli taluks.

The project has received 
administrative approval of Rs 
185 crore from the govern-
ment. It has a total water stor-
age capacity of 671.67 mil-
lion cubic feet, with 345.50 
million cubic feet capacity 
already created. A 66 KV 

power line and sub-centre 
have also been established 
near the pump house to pro-
vide electricity for the project.

Officials informed the min-
ister that three motors of the 
project have been operating 
since July 8 following instruc-
tions to begin lake filling after 
increased water flow in the 
Tungabhadra and Varada riv-
ers. The water supply process 
for 88 lakes is currently un-
derway.

Hirekerur-Rattihalli MLA 
U.B. Bankar, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner Dr. L. 
Nagaraj, Wakasa Corporation 
Vice President Sunil Hana-
mannavar, Zilla Panchayat 
Officer H.Y. Mesi, Executive 
Engineer Basavaraj B. and 
other district officials were 
present during the inspection. 
The project is expected to im-
prove water availability and 

strengthen the rural economy 
in the region.

Bidadi land acquisition 
will follow consent: 

Satish Jarkiholi
Public Works Minister 

Satish Jarkiholi said land 
for Bidadi Township will 

not be taken forcibly 
and only land from 

willing owners is being 
considered. Speaking to 
reporters in Ukkadagatri 

village, he responded 
to the FIR filed against 
farmers and said offi-

cials were surveying only 
those who had agreed 

to provide land. He 
added that no pressure 
was applied on farm-
ers and investigations 
would reveal details 
of the incident. The 

minister also addressed 
other political issues 
during his interaction. 
Meanwhile, protests 

by farmers during the 
survey created tension, 

leading police to provide 
security and control the 

situation.

BJP seeks drought relief as 
farmers face losses

KOPPAL

BJP leader Basavaraj Cava-
tar has urged the state gov-
ernment to immediately con-
duct a drought survey and 
announce special relief mea-
sures as farmers in Koppal 
district continue to suffer 
due to poor rainfall. He said 
the situation has become se-
rious as June and July are 
nearing completion without 
sufficient rain.

Cavatar made the state-
ment after visiting several 
villages, including Murlapu-
ra near Alavandi in Koppal 
taluk, with a BJP delegation 
to review the condition of 
farmers. He said many crops 
have completely dried up 
due to water shortage, forc-
ing farmers to destroy their 
own crops. He expressed 
concern over the incident of 
a farmer from Murlapur de-
stroying five acres of sun-
flower crop after facing 
heavy losses.

He said agriculture in 
Koppal district mainly de-
pends on rainfall, and the 
problems of farmers have 
increased further as water 
has not been released from 
the Tungabhadra dam to ca-
nals even in areas with irri-
gation facilities. He demand-
ed immediate government 
action to protect farmers who 
are struggling due to the 

drought situation.
Legislative Council mem-

ber Hemalatha Nayak said 
farmers have suffered losses 
of at least ₹25,000 per acre in 
crops including maize, cotton, 
urad and sunflower. She criti-
cized the delay in conducting 
a drought survey and said the 
government should immedi-
ately send agriculture depart-
ment officials to assess the 
ground situation.

Nayak demanded special 
compensation for affected 
farmers, complete waiver of 
cooperative loans and payment 
of agricultural loan interest 
from nationalized and com-

mercial banks by the state gov-
ernment. She also requested 
immediate release of Tung-
abhadra dam water to canals to 
support farmers and livestock.

The BJP team said it would 
conduct a detailed study of 
drought conditions across the 
Koppal Lok Sabha constitu-
ency and submit a report to 
the District Collector. Leaders 
said the report would high-
light farmers’ difficulties and 
seek necessary government 
assistance.

BJP leaders and farmers in-
cluding Dr. Basavaraj Cava-
tar, Hemalatha Nayak, Mah-
antesh Patil Mainahalli, 
Veeresh Sajjan, Venkatesh 
Halavarthy, Srinivas Kalada-
gi, Hanumanthappa Unki, 
Basanna Murlapur, Andana 
Gowda Patil, Suresh Channa-
halli and Siddappa Dambala 
were present during the visit. 
The leaders assured farmers 
that they would continue rais-
ing their concerns with au-
thorities.

Cavatar visited 
villages, highlighted 
drought losses, and 
expressed concern 

over farmers 
destroying crops due 

to severe water 
shortages

Rayawat community seeks 
survey and reservation benefits

HUNSUR

Members of the Benirayar-
awat Sangh have urged the 
government to conduct a sur-
vey of the Rayawat communi-
ty and address their concerns 
regarding reservation and rec-
ognition under Category 1. 
Taluk president G Jayaram 
said the category includes 94 
castes and around 380 com-
munities including sub-castes 
and sub-tribes, while the res-
ervation provided is only four 
percent.

He said Rayawat people are 
among the most backward 
communities and have been 
living in Karnataka for centu-

ries with many depending on 
agriculture and traditional oc-
cupations for their livelihood. 
Jayaram added that the com-
munity is spread across sever-
al districts but has not received 
adequate political recognition 
and attention from parties ex-
cept during elections.

He said leaders from Cate-
gory 1 communities should be 
identified through proper sur-
veys and their conditions 
should be documented by au-
thorities. He appealed to jour-
nalists and media representa-
tives to highlight the issues of 
such communities so that 
their concerns reach the gov-
ernment. The association re-

quested the backward classes 
department to prepare a de-
tailed report and recommend 
steps to the state government 
for further action and consid-
eration.

The community leaders ex-
pressed hope that the survey 
would bring more awareness 
about their social and eco-
nomic challenges. They said 
proper measures would help 
improve opportunities for 
backward groups and ensure 
fair representation in society. 
They also requested contin-
ued government support to 
protect the interests of mar-
ginalized communities and 
create a more equal future.

Inner Wheel leaders promote 
women’s social empowerment

HUNSUR

Inner Wheel, an organisation 
founded by Rotary Interna-
tional for women, highlighted 
the importance of women's 
self-reliance and service to 
society during a programme 
held at Rotary Bhawan in the 
city. PDC Purnima Ravi said 
independent women contrib-
ute greatly to families and 
communities through their 
skills and dedication.

During the event, Jayal-
akshmi Shettigowda took 

charge as the new president of 
Inner Wheel from the outgoing 
leadership. Purnima Ravi said 
social service should focus on 
creating awareness among 
people and building a better 
society. She added that women 
are now making their mark in 
different fields and becoming 
an important part of social 
progress. The organisation en-
courages women to work to-
gether and support others by 
using available resources for 
community welfare.

New president Jayalakshmi 

Shettigowda said her seven 
years of experience in the or-
ganisation inspired her to con-
tinue social  work.  She 
thanked her parents for en-
couraging leadership qualities 
and promised to follow their 
path while serving society. 
New secretary Shivakumari 
also spoke on the occasion 
and expressed commitment 
towards strengthening the or-
ganisation.

Former president Jyoti 
Vishwanath, former secretary 
Then Woli, former president 
Smita Dayanand, Dr. Sarojini 
Vikram, Dr. Rajeshwari, Dr. 
Manjula and new members 
attended the programme. Ro-
tary Club President Shyaman-
na, Secretary Louis Perera, 
Dr. Prasanna and other mem-
bers were present. 

Public demand leads 
to new bus service

PAVAGADA

MLA H.V. Venkatesh inaugurated a new 
government bus service to Sewalalpur Tan-
da after responding to public demands 
raised during a meeting. The service aims 
to solve transport problems faced by resi-
dents of BK Halli, Kyathaganakere, 
Sewalalpur Tanda and nearby villages for 
many years.

The MLA launched the service by giving 
a green signal and driving the bus himself. 
He said the facility would help students, 
employees, farmers and the public access 
education, healthcare and daily travel more 
easily. Taluk officials, government em-
ployees, depot staff and local leaders at-
tended the program. The new route is ex-
pected to improve connectivity and pro-
vide better opportunities for people in 
surrounding areas. Authorities appreciated 
the quick response and said the bus service 
would strengthen public convenience by 
reducing travel difficulties and supporting 
growth across the villages through reliable 
transport facilities in the future.

RAMANAGARA

The controversy over the Bidadi 
township project has intensified 
after an FIR was registered against 
11 people following an alleged at-
tack on officials during a land sur-
vey. Farmers opposing the project 
have continued their protest, stat-
ing that they will not give up their 
land. The agitation against the 
township project has now crossed 
500 days.

The incident occurred on Mon-
day when officials arrived to con-
duct a survey related to the project. 
Protesters allegedly confronted the 
officials using brooms, leading to a 
complaint being filed. Following 
the incident, an FIR was registered 
against 11 individuals. Meanwhile, 
the Janata Dal (Secular) party has 
announced plans to support the ac-
cused farmers and prepare bail ap-
plications.

Speaking at Byramangala vil-
lage, lawyers Pradeep and Nara-
simhamurthy said two FIRs were 

registered regarding the incident. 
They claimed that one complaint 
was filed against 11 people, while 
another was submitted by farmers. 
They questioned the timing and 
process of the police action, stating 
that the complaint was registered 
several hours after the incident.

The lawyers alleged that some 
farmers who were not present 

during the incident were also in-
cluded in the case. They said legal 
action should be taken fairly and 
questioned whether such complaints 
against people leading the protest 
would stand in court. They also al-
leged that supporters of the town-
ship project had blocked roads and 
staged protests earlier, but similar 
action was not taken against them.

The lawyers said several cases 
have already been registered 
against people opposing the proj-
ect and assured farmers that they 
would continue to provide legal 
support. They appealed for a 
peaceful resolution while stating 
that the protest would continue 
within the limits of the law.

Meanwhile, local MLA H. C. 
Balakrishna criticised former 
Chief Minister H. D. Kumaras-
wamy over the issue and alleged 
political involvement behind the 
protest. He said the dispute has 
become more intense due to state-
ments from political leaders.

The Bidadi township project has 
created a tense situation between 
supporters and opponents. As legal 
proceedings continue and political 
arguments increase, farmers and 
local residents remain concerned 
about the future of the proposed 
development project. Authorities 
are expected to handle the issue 
carefully to maintain peace in the 
region.

FARMERS OPPOSE TOWNSHIP PROJECT DURING LAND SURVEY
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Dalit group challenges Matsyashraya Yojana beneficiary list
HOUSING SCHEME ALLEGATIONS
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JNVST applications 
open for sixth class 

admission

Consumer forum 
invites applications 

for member post

Chikkaballapura
Online applications have 

been invited for the Jawa-
har Navodaya Vidyalaya 

Selection Test (JN-
VST)-2027 for admission 
to Class 6 for the 2027-28 
academic year. The regis-

tration process has started 
and interested students 
can submit applications 
free of cost through the 

Navodaya Vidyalaya Sami-
ti website. The last date for 
submitting online applica-

tions is July 31. Students 
and parents can check eli-
gibility details and admis-
sion notifications on the 

official portal. The Princi-
pal of Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya, Chikkaballapu-

ra, informed that the selec-
tion process will be con-
ducted as per Navodaya 
Vidyalaya Samiti guide-
lines for eligible candi-

dates.

Chikkaballapura
The Consumer Grievance 
Redressal Forum (CGRF) 

of BESCOM Chikkaballapu-
ra district has invited appli-

cations for the post of 
nominated non-official 
member. The selected 

member will serve a three-
year term from 2026 to 

2029. Applicants should 
have knowledge about 

power consumers’ issues 
and electricity-related mat-

ters. The selected candi-
date will receive salary and 
allowances as per Karnata-

ka Electricity Regulatory 
Commission rules. Interest-

ed persons can submit 
their resume and consent 
letter to the CGRF office in 
Chikkaballapura. Executive 

Engineer Ramesh Kumar 
P.G. informed that eligible 
candidates should apply 

within the given period for 
consideration.

Baburao Chinchansur accuses 
BJP of voter suppression

Chinchansur urged villagers and women to verify electoral details, submit 
accurate SIR forms, and ensure timely BLO submission

GURUMATKAL 

Former minister and Congress 
leader Baburao Chinchansur 
has leveled serious allegations 
against the BJP, claiming the 
party is actively working to 
disenfranchise key demo-
graphic groups. During an 
awareness program focused 
on the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in 
Yaddalli village, Chinchansur 
accused the BJP of pursuing 
an agenda designed to keep 
Dalit, Muslim, and backward 
class voters away from the 
democratic process.

Addressing the gathering, 
Chinchansur emphasized the 
importance of electoral partic-
ipation, urging villagers and 
women to proactively ensure 

their names are correctly list-
ed. He advised them to fill out 
the necessary SIR forms accu-
rately and submit them to 
their Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) within the designated 
timeframe.

Looking toward the future, 
Chinchansur appealed for 

support in the upcoming 2028 
assembly elections. Express-
ing his commitment to the 
community, he stated, "I am 
not in power now, so I cannot 
serve you to the fullest extent. 
However, I have no family of 
my own—you are my family. 
I will serve you as long as I 

am alive."
Supporting the initiative, 

Gurumatkal Block Congress 
Committee President Krishna 
Chapetla underscored the ur-
gency of the voter registration 
drive, warning that residents 
must act quickly to prevent 
their names from being ex-
cluded from the records. The 
program, which featured an 
introductory speech by Veer-
abhadrappa Yaddalli, saw a 
significant turnout of local 
leaders, party activists, and 
villagers, all gathered to learn 
more about the electoral revi-
sion process. The event con-
cluded with a strong call for 
grassroots mobilization to 
ensure that all eligible citizens 
are represented in the upcom-
ing electoral cycles.

Citizens must become 
forest soldiers:  

 Judge Manjunath
SHIVAMOGGA

Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge and District Legal 
Services Authority Chairman 
Manjunath G. A. said every 
citizen should become a “sol-
dier within the village” to 
protect forests and preserve 
nature. He stressed that sav-
ing forest wealth is as import-
ant as protecting the borders 
of the country.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Afforestation and 
Lakes Rejuvenation Cam-
paign-2026 at Government 
Women’s Polytechnic College 
in Shivamogga. The pro-
gramme was jointly organized 
by the Karnataka State Legal 
Services Authority, District 
Judiciary, District Administra-
tion, Forest Department and 
District Legal Services Au-
thority.

Justice Manjunath said for-
ests and water resources are 
essential for maintaining eco-
logical balance. Without prop-
er conservation of forests and 
water bodies, people may face 
serious difficulties in getting 
clean air and water in the fu-
ture. He urged every citizen to 
consider environmental pro-
tection as a responsibility and 
actively participate in conser-
vation activities.

Comparing forest protec-
tion with national security, he 
said soldiers guard the coun-
try’s borders from external 
threats, while citizens must 
work together to protect the 
environment within the coun-
try. He also encouraged stu-
dents to develop awareness 
about forest conservation and 
environmental protection 
from a young age.

Chief Conservator of For-
ests Dr. K. T. Hanumanthappa 
said protecting lakes and in-
creasing greenery should be 
given priority. He said clean 
water, pollution-free air and a 
healthy environment are im-
portant for human survival. 
He added that the main aim of 
the campaign is to create 
awareness among people 
through sustainable environ-
mental activities.

Senior Civil Judge and Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
Member Secretary Santosh 
M. S. said that 25 lakh sap-
lings are being planted across 
the state through cooperation 
between the Forest Depart-
ment and other agencies. He 
also expressed concern over 
the increasing human-wildlife 
conflicts and said protecting 
natural resources is the re-
sponsibility of everyone.

During the programme, 
judges, officials, teachers and 
students planted saplings and 
launched the green initiative. 
Director of Satvanidhi Pvt. 
Ltd. Prakash A. N. spoke 
about alternatives to harmful 
plastic products. Forest offi-
cials, college principal Ra-
ghuraj, staff members and 
students participated in the 
event and pledged support for 
environmental protection.

Justice Manjunath 
stressed forest and 
water conservation, 
urging citizens and 

students to protect the 
environment, 

comparing it with 
safeguarding national 

security

BORDER STUDENTS FACE 
TEXTBOOK SHORTAGE CRISIS
RAICHUR

Over 10,000 students enrolled 
in Kannada-medium primary 
and high schools across the 
border regions of Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, and Telanga-
na are facing a significant ed-
ucational crisis. Despite the 
academic year being under-
way for more than a month, 
these students have yet to re-
ceive essential textbooks for 
their subjects, sparking wide-
spread outrage among parents 
and local activists.

The shortage impacts 16 
primary schools and 17 high 
schools, where the lack of re-
sources has forced teachers to 
resort to desperate measures. 
In many classrooms, a single 
book is being shared among 
seven to eight students, se-
verely hindering the learning 
process. Educators are also 
attempting to mitigate the 

deficit by collecting and reus-
ing old textbooks from previ-
ous batches, though this re-
mains an inadequate solution.

Activists have been vocal 
in their criticism of the gov-
ernment’s handling of the 
situation. Basavaraj Kalasa, a 
prominent activist, noted that 
these schools have served 
border villages for over a 
century. 

However, he warned that 
the current state of neglect is 
driving students away from 
Kannada-medium education 
toward  Te lugu  or  En-
glish-medium institutions. 
Further concerns were raised 
regarding hostelry access, 
with allegations that students 
residing in border areas are 
being denied admission to 
Karnataka state hostels on 
residency grounds.

Responding to the mount-
ing pressure, Mallikarjun G., 

Deputy Director of the Raic-
hur School Education De-
partment, stated that the nec-
essary requisitions for text-
books were submitted to the 
state government as early as 
May. He assured the public 
that the books are arriving in 
phases and are being distrib-
uted to the affected Kannada 
schools in neighbouring 
states as supplies become 
available.

Despite these assurances, 
the delay has raised serious 
questions regarding the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
supporting regional educa-
tion and protecting the future 
of students in these sensitive 
border zones. The situation 
remains a point of contention 
as parents continue to demand 
immediate, full-scale delivery 
of learning materials to ensure 
that no student is left behind 
due to administrative delays.

BIDAR 

The Karnataka Dalit Sang-
harsh Samiti (DSS), founded 
by Prof. B. Krishnappa, has 
formally demanded the can-
cellation of the current bene-
ficiary list for the 2024-25 
Matsyashraya Yojana in Au-
rad taluk. The organization 
alleges that the selection pro-
cess was compromised by 
malpractice, resulting in hous-
es being allotted to individu-
als who are not professional 
fishermen.

A delegation led by District 
Coordinator Dhanraj Musta-
pur submitted a petition to the 

District Collector, calling for 
an immediate investigation 
into the allocation process 
overseen by the Assistant Di-
rector of the Fisheries Depart-
ment in Santpur, Aurad. Ac-
cording to the DSS, several 
ineligible individuals secured 
spots on the list by obtaining 
fraudulent documentation 
from local Gram Panchayats.

"We demand that the list be 
legally reviewed and can-
celled," the petition stated. 
The organization is urging the 
administration to prepare a 
new, transparent list that 
strictly adheres to eligibility 
rules, ensuring that benefits 

reach genuine, professional 
fishermen who are the intend-
ed recipients of the housing 
scheme.

In addition to cancelling the 

current list, the DSS has 
called for accountability with-
in the Fisheries Department. 
The group has requested the 
immedia te  t r ans fe r  o f 

long-serving department staff 
and urged the government to 
initiate legal action against 
the taluk-level officials re-
sponsible for the alleged ir-
regularities. The delegation, 
which included former Gram 
Panchayat Vice President 
Mallikarjun Biradar and Dis-
trict Coordinator Vijayakumar 
Aihole, emphasized that these 
systemic lapses undermine 
public trust in government 
welfare initiatives. The Dis-
trict Collector’s office has 
acknowledged the submission 
of the appeal, and further 
scrutiny of the beneficiary se-
lection process is expected.

Inquiry suspects foeticide 
in Yadgir district

YADGIR 

A report from a state-level 
multidisciplinary expert com-
mittee has exposed severe 
lapses in the monitoring of ma-
ternal health in Yadgir district. 
Following a five-day investiga-
tion conducted in April 2026, 
the committee submitted a 74-
page report detailing that au-
thorities have no follow-up 
information or final outcomes 
for over 16,000 pregnancy cas-
es recorded over the past five 
years.

According to the data, out of 
53,595 registered pregnancies, 
only 35,424 births and 2,055 
abortions were accounted for. 
The unexplained status of the 
remaining 16,116 cases has ig-
nited fears regarding the integ-
rity of the local health depart-
ment’s tracking systems. The 
committee’s findings suggest a 
disturbing possibility of illegal 
sex-determination tests and fe-

male foeticide, citing instances 
where registration documents 
were allegedly destroyed and 
abortion pills were misused.

The report also highlights 
deep-seated social issues com-
plicating maternal care, most 
notably the high prevalence of 
child marriage, with 33.2% of 
women in the district marrying 
before the age of 18. This 
trend is believed to contribute 
to higher rates of child preg-
nancies and infant mortality, 
further exacerbated by a lack 
of cooperation from families in 
cases involving unmarried 
women. In response to these 
findings, District Health Offi-
cer Mahesh Biradar has dis-
missed the allegations of foul 
play. He maintained that the 
district's abortion rate of 2.7% 
is significantly lower than the 
state average of 4.6%, attribut-
ing the terminations to medical 
necessities rather than illegal 
activities.  

Farmers urged to 
complete crop 

survey soon
GADAG

Farmers in Gadag district 
have been advised to com-
plete the crop survey due to 
poor rainfall conditions af-
fecting agriculture. 

The Agriculture Depart-
ment said the survey will 
help farmers receive crop 
loans, insurance benefits, 
compensation, and support 
schemes. 

Around 2,57,401 hectares 
have been sown in the dis-
trict this year, while many 
farmers face financial diffi-
culties due to insufficient 
rain. Out of 3,34,987 land 
records, 56,889 have been 
surveyed and the remaining 
must be completed before 
July 18. Joint Director of 
Agriculture Chetana Patil 
urged farmers to participate 
in the survey to reduce pos-
sible losses.

RAICHUR 

The University of Agricultur-
al Sciences in Raichur has 
officially launched its Rural 
Agricultural Work Experi-
ence (RAWE) program, pro-
viding 135 final-year agricul-
ture degree students with a 
hands-on immersion into the 
realities of farming. Over the 
next 70 days, these students 
will live in rural communi-
ties, specifically in the vil-
lages of Santhekallur, Ami-
nagad, and Vatagal in Maski 
taluk, to bridge the gap be-
tween academic theory and 
field application.

During this program, stu-
dents will work directly 
alongside farmers, participat-
ing in every stage of the ag-
ricultural cycle. The initia-
tive is designed to foster pro-
fessional relationships, al-
lowing students to observe 
and assist with local farming 
practices, pest and disease 
management, seed produc-
tion, and agricultural engi-
neering. Additionally, stu-

dents are tasked with study-
ing the functionality of local 
agricultural organizations 
and hosting exhibitions to 
share their findings and tech-
nical knowledge.

Inaugurating the camp, 
Vice-Chancellor Dr. M. Ha-
numanthappa emphasized that 
agricultural education must 
extend far beyond classroom 
walls. He urged the students 
to focus on practical learning, 
covering critical areas such as 
soil conservation, animal hus-
bandry, and the value addition 
of agricultural products. "This 
program is a crucial platform 
for students to develop essen-
tial skills, gain deep aware-
ness of rural life, and under-
stand the diverse challenges 
and needs of our farming 
community," he noted.

University officials, in-
cluding Director of Educa-
tion Dr. Gururaja Sunkada 
and Dean Dr. Jagajeevan 
Ram, attended the launch to 
support the students as they 
embark on this intensive 
fieldwork.  

Agriculture students 
begin rural field training

YADGIR

Former Minister Rajugowda 
has issued a stern demand for 
the state government to inter-
vene in the growing agricul-
tural crisis in Yadgir, follow-
ing a series of tragic farmer 
suicides. During a visit to 
Chattalli village, where he 
met with the family of a farm-
er who recently took his own 
life, Rajugowda criticized the 
administration for its per-
ceived inaction in the face of 
widespread crop failure.

Accompanied by a delega-
tion of BJP leaders, Rajugow-
da expressed deep concern 
over the loss of two lives in 
Chattalli within a single 
week. He attributed these 
tragedies to the severe lack of 
rainfall over the past month 
and a half, which has left 
standing crops in a state of 
decay. He accused the state 
government of neglecting the 
agricultural sector, alleging 
that ministers are prioritizing 
political matters over the ur-
gent needs of the farming 

community.
Rajugowda directly chal-

lenged district MLAs to set 
aside their political aspira-
tions for ministerial positions 
and instead focus on visiting 
affected villages to address 
farmer grievances. He warned 
that if the government does 
not take immediate remedial 
measures to support the farm-
ers and curb the rising suicide 
rate, the BJP would launch a 
widespread public protest.

On the controversial Bidadi 
Township project, the former 
minister insisted that any de-
velopment must be predicated 
on the explicit consent of the 
affected farmers. He empha-
sized that projects should not 

be driven by the interests of 
brokers, but rather by the wel-
fare of those whose land is at 
stake.

To provide immediate relief 
to the grieving family of the 
deceased farmer, Mallikarju-
na, senior BJP leader Rachana 
Gowda Mudnal personally 
contributed ₹51,000. The 
event was attended by various 
district BJP leaders and of-
fice-bearers, all of whom reit-
erated their commitment to 
supporting the region’s agri-
cultural community during 
this period of distress. The 
local administration has yet to 
provide a formal response to 
the demands raised by the 
delegation.

Former Minister Rajugowda 
urges action on farmers’ suicide

BLO Imam Hussain achieves 
full voter list computerization
CHITRADURGA

Kalkunte polling station BLO 
K.H. Imam Hussain achieved 
100% progress in computeri-
zation of census forms during 
the special comprehensive 
revision of voter lists. He was 
honored at Chitradurga Mu-
nicipal Hall for completing 
the important work success-
fully within the given time.

Dr. K.J. Kantaraj, Electoral 
Registrar and Sub-Divisional 
Officer of Chitradurga As-
sembly Constituency, felici-
tated Imam Hussain and ap-
preciated his dedicated ef-
forts. He said voter list revi-

sion is a responsible task and 
Imam Hussain’s achievement 
has set an example for oth-
ers. The special revision pro-
cess aims to maintain accu-
rate and updated voter re-
cords. Tehsildar B.M. Gov-
indaraj, City Council Mayor 
Lakshmi, Taluk Health Offi-
cer Dr. Girish, BRC Sam-
path Kumar and other offi-
cials attended the program. 
Authorities praised the com-
mitment shown by the BLO 
and highlighted the impor-
tance of timely completion 
of election-related duties for 
a transparent democratic 
process.
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OP Rajbhar accuses Akhilesh Yadav of divisive politics
LUCKNOW

 
Uttar Pradesh Minister and 
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj 
Party (SBSP) chief Om 
Prakash Rajbhar on Tuesday 
launched a sharp attack on 
Samajwadi Party (SP) Pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav, ac-
cusing him of attempting to 
polarise voters ahead of the 
upcoming Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections. 

Rajbhar alleged that the 
SP leadership was seeking 
to create communal tensions 
for political gains, a charge 
that the Samajwadi Party 
has consistently denied in 

similar political exchanges.
Speaking to IANS, Ra-

jbhar claimed that Akhilesh 
Yadav wanted communal 
unrest to return to the state 
in an attempt to consolidate 
Muslim votes. 

He alleged that riots and 
prolonged curfews had be-
come a recurring feature 
during the previous SP gov-
ernment and accused the 
former Chief Minister of 
attempting to revive that po-
litical environment.

Referring to the 2013 Mu-
zaffarnagar riots, Rajbhar 
alleged that widespread vi-
olence during the SP gov-

ernment’s tenure had caused 
immense hardship to ordi-
nary citizens. 

He claimed that Akhilesh 
Yadav was uncomfortable 
with the present law and 
order situation and al-
leged that the opposi-
tion leader was try-
ing to derive politi-
cal advantage by 
raising issues capa-
ble of creating so-
cial divisions.

Rajbhar further al-
leged that Muslims 
were currently living 
peacefully in the state and 
claimed that the SP was un-

happy because incidents of 
communal violence were 
not taking place under the 
present government. These 
remarks come amid increas-

ing polit ical ex-
changes between 

the ruling Na-
tional Demo-
cratic Alli-
ance partners 
and the op-
p o s i t i o n 

ahead of the 
state elections.
Earlier in the 

day, the SBSP chief 
also posted a strongly word-
ed message on the social 

media platform X, criticis-
ing the Samajwadi Party’s 
tenure in government and 
accusing it of allowing vio-
lence and intimidation 
against Dalits and backward 
communities.

In his post, Rajbhar re-
ferred to the period follow-
ing the 2012 Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections, when 
the Samajwadi Party se-
cured a majority in the state. 
He alleged that soon after 
the election victory, sup-
porters of the SP engaged in 
acts of violence against Dal-
it families in certain parts of 
the state.

AKHILESH YADAV ACCUSED

QUICK READ

Jewar airport sees 
passenger surge 

within a month of ops

Man arrested for 
attempting to rape 

runaway minor 

SC issues notice on 
fresh pleas challenging 
CBSE’s 3-language policy

Greater Noida
The Noida International 

Airport, which kick-started 
its commercial operations 
a month ago, is registering 

a slow but steady rise in 
the number of fliers opting 

for the airport, being 
pitched as a key aviation 
hub in the Delhi-NCR re-

gion. The operational pas-
senger count data shows 

the passengers’ increasing 
preference for the Jewar 
Airport for their air jour-

neys. A notable rise in pas-
senger numbers has been 
recorded in July as com-
pared to June, signalling 
the airport’s growing ac-

ceptance. According to of-
ficial data, a total of 27,841 
passengers chose the air-

port in June. This com-
prised 9,342 local depar-
tures, 8,757 local arrivals, 

2,398 transfer passengers, 
and 7,344 transit

 passengers.

Kolkata
The police have arrested a 
person for taking a minor 
girl to a rented house in 
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict’s Baruipur in West 

Bengal and trying to rape 
her. senior police officer of 

Baruipur Police District 
said the minor had run 
away from her home in 
Barrackpore in North 24 

Parganas district. She was 
lured by the accused after 

she met him at Sealdah 
station. The accused has 

been produced before the 
Baruipur court on Tuesday, 

where the police sought 
his custody for further in-
terrogation in connection 
with the incident. The po-

lice also rescued the minor 
and sent her home in  

Barrackpore.

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on 

Tuesday issued a notice 
to the Central Board of 
Secondary Education 

(CBSE) on a fresh batch 
of petitions challenging 
the implementation of 
its revised three-lan-
guage policy, which 

mandates the study of 
two Indian languages 
from Class 6 onwards, 

and sought its response 
within two weeks. A 

Bench of Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) Surya Kant 

and Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and V. Mohana 

issued notice to the 
Centre, the CBSE, and 

the NCERT on the fresh 
petitions and fixed the 

matter for detailed 
hearing on July 29. No 

interim stay on the op-
eration of the impugned 

CBSE circulars was 
granted at this stage. 

Appearing for the CBSE, 
Additional Solicitor 

General Aishwarya Bha-
ti assured the apex 

court that it would file 
its response within  

two weeks.

149th Jagannath Rath Yatra to proceed 
under tight tech watch in Ahmedabad 

Police have enhanced security with a sophisticated AI-driven surveillance system along the 14-km 
route; over 3,500 CCTV cameraswill provide continuous monitoring, aiming to eliminate blind spots.

AHMEDABAD
 

Preparations for the 149th 
Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath 
in Ahmedabad have entered 
their final phase, with Gujarat 
Deputy Chief Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi conducting a com-
prehensive inspection of the 
entire 16.2-kilometre proces-
sion route ahead of the annual 
religious event scheduled on 
Ashadhi Beej. 

The inspection focused on 
reviewing security arrange-
ments, crowd management 
measures and emergency re-
sponse plans to ensure the 
smooth and peaceful conduct 
of one of Gujarat's largest reli-
gious processions.

Sanghavi was accompanied 
by Director General of Police 
G.S. Malik, Ahmedabad Police 
Commissioner Anupam Singh 
Gahlaut and several senior po-
lice and civic officials during 
the inspection. 

The team visited key loca-
tions along the route to assess 
security deployment, identify 
sensitive areas and evaluate 
contingency plans for handling 
any emergencies that may arise 
during the event.

Following the inspection, 
Sanghavi said the Rath Yatra 
would proceed along its tradi-
tional 16.2-kilometre route 
through Ahmedabad. The 
grand procession will feature 
three main chariots carrying 

the idols of Lord Jagannath, 
Lord Balabhadra and Goddess 
Subhadra. 

In addition, the procession 
will include 18 elephants, 103 
decorated trucks, 30 traditional 
akhadas showcasing martial 
arts and cultural performances, 
and several devotional music 
groups performing bhajans 

throughout the journey.
To ensure comprehensive 

security, authorities have im-
plemented an extensive de-
ployment strategy across the 
city. The entire procession 
route has been divided into 26 
security ranges, 53 operational 
sectors and 1,397 security 
points to facilitate effective 

monitoring and rapid response.
More than 30,000 police 

personnel have been deployed 
for the event, making it one of 
the largest security operations 
undertaken for a religious 
gathering in the state. The de-
ployment includes 10 officers 
of Inspector General and Dep-
uty Inspector General rank, 42 
Deputy Commissioners of Po-
lice and 88 Assistant Commis-
sioners of Police, supported by 
officers and personnel from 
various units.

Additional security rein-
forcement has been provided 
through 15 companies of the 
State Reserve Police Force and 
nine companies of the Central 
Armed Police Forces. 

Fodder scam: Supreme Court 
upholds Lalu Yadav’s bail

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day refused to interfere with 
the Jharkhand High Court's 
order suspending the sentence 
of Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
chief and former Bihar Chief 
Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav in 
the Deoghar fodder scam case. 

The apex court dismissed 
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation's (CBI) plea seeking 
cancellation of Yadav's bail, 
while directing the Jharkhand 
High Court to expedite the 
hearing of the long-pending 
criminal appeals related to the 
case.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices M.M. Sundresh and P.B. 
Varale observed that nearly 
seven years had passed since 
the Jharkhand High Court sus-
pended Yadav's sentence, 

making it inappropriate for the 
Supreme Court to interfere at 
this stage.

Delivering its order, the 
Bench said it was not inclined 
to disturb the High Court's de-
cision. 

However, considering that 
the appeals have remained 
pending since 2018, the court 
requested the Jharkhand High 
Court to hear and dispose of 
them as expeditiously as pos-
sible, preferably within six 
months.

We are not inclined to inter-
fere in the impugned order. 
The appeal is of the year 
2018. It will only be appropri-
ate to request the High Court 
to expedite the hearing of the 
appeal, preferably within six 
months, the Bench headed by 
Justice Sundresh observed.

Representing the CBI, Ad-

ditional Solicitor General S.V. 
R a j u  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e 
Jharkhand High Court had 
suspended Yadav's sentence 
based on an incorrect under-
standing that he had complet-
ed 50 per cent of the prison 
term awarded in the case. Ac-
cording to the CBI, this inter-
pretation was legally flawed 
and resulted in an improper 
grant of relief.

The CBI further contended 
that Yadav's earlier applica-
tions seeking suspension of 
sentence had been rejected on 
their merits.

 It argued that the High 
Court had mistakenly treated 
multiple sentences as running 
concurrently while deciding 
the bail application, thereby 
extending a benefit that 
should not have been avail-
able under the circumstances.

Muslim clerics demand transparent 
probe into Waqf Board ‘irregularities’

LUCKNOW
 

Amid the ongoing controver-
sy surrounding allegations of 
theft of donations at the Ram 
Temple in Ayodhya, several 
prominent Muslim clerics in 
Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday de-
manded a comprehensive and 
transparent investigation into 
alleged financial irregularities 
and property mismanagement 
involving the state's Sunni 
and Shia Waqf Boards.

The demand follows a letter 
written by All India Muslim 
Jamaat President Maulana 
Shahabuddin Razvi Bareilvi 
to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, seeking a 
detailed inquiry into what he 
described as alleged scams 
involving both the Sunni and 
Shia Waqf Boards.

In his communication, 
Maulana Bareilvi alleged that 
serious irregularities had tak-
en place during the tenure of 

the Samajwadi Party govern-
ment in the state. He claimed 
that if an impartial investiga-
tion were conducted, it could 
uncover financial misconduct 
on a much larger scale than 
currently alleged in other re-
cent controversies. However, 
these allegations have not 
been independently verified, 
and no official findings have 
yet been released.

Supporting the demand for 
an inquiry, President of the 
Shia Markazi Chand Commit-
tee, Maulana Syed Saif Abbas 
Naqvi, said concerns regard-
ing the functioning of the 
Waqf Boards have existed for 
several years and require im-
mediate attention.

We have consistently de-
manded that the government 
conduct an investigation into 
the Waqf Board because sev-
eral matters concerning its 
functioning are not satisfacto-
ry, he said.

Naqvi alleged that illegal 
encroachments on Waqf prop-
erties had become a persistent 
issue and claimed that certain 
Waqf lands were also under 
government possession. He 
emphasized that a transparent 
investigation was necessary to 
determine the facts and ensure 
accountability.

He further stated that indi-
viduals found responsible for 
any wrongdoing should face 
strict legal action. At the same 
time, he urged the govern-
ment to restore properties that 
legally belong to the Waqf 
Board if they are found to 
have been wrongly occupied 
or retained by government 
agencies.

Expressing dissatisfaction 
with the pace of official ac-
tion, Naqvi said that despite 
repeated claims regarding ir-
regularities, a comprehensive 
investigation had yet to be 
initiated.

India’s net direct tax 
kitty jumps 16.4% 

to Rs 6.51 lakh crore
NEW DELHI

 
India's net direct tax collec-
tions recorded a robust 16.4% 
year-on-year growth to Rs 6.51 
lakh crore as of July 13 in the 
current financial year, driven 
by higher corporate tax, 
non-corporate tax, and securi-
ties transaction tax collections, 
as per a data by the Income 
Tax Department on Tuesday.

Net corporate tax collection 
grew over 22 per cent to 
around Rs 2.40 lakh crore, 
while net non-corporate tax 
collection recorded an increase 
of around 12 per cent to Rs 
3.85 lakh crore. Securities 
Transaction Tax (STT) jumped 
over 44 per cent to over Rs 
26,000 crore, the figures 
showed. Gross direct tax col-
lections increased 16.11 per 
cent to Rs 7.74 lakh crore 
during the period, while re-
funds issued rose 14.57 per 
cent to Rs 1.22 lakh crore, the 
data showed.w

33 IPS officers transferred; 
Natarajan new intel chief

KOLKATA
 

A major reshuffle took place 
in the state police administra-
tion on Tuesday, with the Su-
vendu Adhikari government 
transferring 33 IPS officers 
and appointing a new state in-
telligence chief.

The most notable of them is 
the transfer of IPS officer Su-
pratim Sarkar. He has been 
transferred from the post of 
ADG, Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID), i.e., the 
state's intelligence chief, to the 
relatively less responsible post 
of ADG, Telecommunications. 
Natarajan Ramesh Babu has 
been made the state's new in-
telligence chief. He has been 
the Director General of Cor-
rectional Services until now.

The notification of the latest 
police reshuffle was issued 
from the state secretariat, 
Nabanna, on Tuesday afternoon.

It may be noted that the 
Election Commission had re-
moved Supratim Sarkar from 
the post of Kolkata Police 
Commissioner after the an-
nouncement of the 2026 As-
sembly elections in March. He 
was made ADG of CID. Later, 
he was also given the respon-
sibility of a police observer in 

another state and was deputed 
to serve in five Assembly con-
stituencies in Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, among the 
transferred IPS officers is K. 
Jayaraman. He has been trans-
ferred from ADG, North Ben-
gal Region, to the post of Di-
rector, Directorate of Econom-
ic Offences. Jayaraman, 
known as an honest officer, 
has been posted as the Direc-
tor of Economic Offences to 
investigate financial corrup-
tion during the Trinamool 
Congress era.

IPS officer Vishal Garg has 
been transferred from the post 
of ADG, Western Zone, to the 
post of ADG, Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB). Skilled officer 
Praveen Kumar Tripathi, who 
was the IG of the Special Task 
Force (STF), has been trans-
ferred to the less important 
Home Guard division, where 
he has become the IG.

Meanwhi le ,  Tr ipura r i 
Atharv has been removed 
from the post of Bidhannagar 
Police Commissioner. He has 
been made the ADG, Traffic 
and Road Safety.

IPS officer Rathod Amitku-
mar Bharat has become the 
new Commissioner of Police 
of Bidhannagar.

Fake parties, cash 
in newspapers: 
Former CEC

NEW DELHI
 

Former Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) S.Y. Qurai-
shi has said that curbing the 
influence of money power in 
elections was one of his big-
gest priorities after taking 
charge of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) in 
2010.

Recalling his tenure, he said 
the Commission identified 40 
different methods through 
which money was allegedly 
used to influence voters and 
seized crores of rupees, which 
later increased to hundreds of 
crores, during its crackdown 
on electoral malpractices.

Quraishi said that cash was 
distributed to voters through a 
variety of methods, including 
under the guise of wedding 
celebrations and birthday par-
ties, as political workers at-
tempted to evade the Election 
Commission's monitoring 
mechanisms.

Explaining the measures in-
troduced by the Election 
Commission to tackle the is-
sue, Quraishi said the Com-
mission established two dedi-
cated divisions to address its 
key concerns.

Search op launched in J&K’s Rajouri 
after villagers claim seeing 2 terrorists
JAMMU

 
Joint security forces launched 
a search operation in the 
Thanamandi area of Jammu 
and Kashmir's Rajouri district 
on Tuesday after local villag-
ers claimed to have seen two 
terrorists.

Officials said a massive 
s e a r c h  o p e r a t i o n  w a s 
launched across some villag-
es in the Thanamandi area 
after CCTV footage purport-
edly captured the movement 
of two suspected terrorists.

The suspected terrorists 
were caught on CCTV cross-
ing a road late on Sunday 
night, prompting the Special 
Operations Group (SOG) of 
the local police, the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), 
and the Army to launch a co-
ordinated search operation in 
the area, the officials said.

Acting on the footage, the 
search parties fanned out 
across Bhanghai, Hasplote, 
Karyote, Kopra top, and ad-
joining forested villages to 
trace the two individuals, the 
officials said. The search op-
eration is now underway in 

the area, although so far there 
has been ‘no contact’ (Ex-
change of gunfire) with the 
terrorists.

The operation is part of a 
prolonged anti-terror hunt, 
codenamed Operation Sheru-
wali, which began in May 
2026 and targeted suspected 
terrorist hideouts and infiltra-
tion routes across dense forest 
regions in the Manjakote and 

Sunderbani sectors.
Terrorism in the Rajouri 

district has been heavily 
shaped by its proximity to the 
Line of Control (LoC). 

The region experienced its 
most intense phase of militan-
cy in the late 1990s and early 
2000s, characterised by tar-
geted massacres designed to 
displace local communities.
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Conspiracy case: NIA
 chargesheets

 6th accused

AAP should 
apologise to people  

of Delhi: BJP

New Delhi
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has 
filed its third charge-
sheet in a major con-
spiracy case, naming 

Chandan Kumar as the 
sixth accused in the re-
vival of the banned CPI 
(Maoist) outfit’s activi-
ties in the Magadh zone 

of Jharkhand and the 
systematic extortion of 
funds from contractors 

to procure arms and 
ammunition. The 

chargesheet was sub-
mitted before the NIA 

Special Court in Ranchi, 
Jharkhand, in connec-
tion with a case, which 
the anti-terror agency 

had registered suo motu 
in December 2021. 

Chandan Kumar, arrest-
ed by the NIA from 
Mumbai in January 

2026, is described as a 
key figure in the

 operation.

New Delhi
BJP MP Praveen Khan-
delwal on Tuesday said 
the Aam Aadmi Party 

(AAP) should apologise 
to the people of the na-

tional capital after a 
court convicted former 

AAP Councillor Tahir 
Hussain in the 2020 

Delhi riots case involving 
the murder of Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB) of-

ficer Ankit Sharma. Re-
acting to the verdict, 
Khandelwal alleged 

that the violence had 
been pre-planned and 

accused the AAP of 
supporting those in-
volved. This clearly 

shows that the riots 
were pre-planned and 
were supported by the 
Aam Aadmi Party. The 
party did not take any 
action against its MLA. 
Now that the truth has 
come to light, the Aam 

Aadmi Party should 
apologise to the people 

of Delhi. Those found 
guilty should receive the 
punishment prescribed 
under the law, Khandel-

wal said.

SIZE-8X2        Job No.238

CAUVERY NEERAVARI NIGAMA NIYAMITHA

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprises)

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.02, VC Division,

Maddur-571428. Mandya Dist Ph:08231-200282

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO-04/2026-27

Dated : 09.07.2026

This office's Short term tender Notification No.04/

2026-27, Dated: 09.07.2026 for a 9 No. of Works (Mini-

mum Amount put to tender Cost Rs.77.75 lakhs & Max.

Amount put to tender Cost Rs.397.15 lakhs) tender is

invited from eligible contractors from KPWD. Tender

queries and clarification as per e-portal, E.M.D should

be paid through E-payment. Last date of submission of

tenders through on-line : As per e-Portal, Date of open-

ing of tender As per e-portal. For additional Information

log on to http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in and contact on offi-

cial Land-line number 08231-200282 during office hours

Sd/-Executive Engineer, Cauvery Neeravari Nigama
Ltd, No.02, VC Division, Maddur.

 312/83          13 x 2

Minor Irrigation and Ground Water
Development Department

Office of the Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &
Ground Water Development Division, Admin Block, NH-75
Road, Near Café Coffee Day, Narsapura-563133, Kolar

taluk & District. E-Mail: eemidklr@rediffmail.com,
eemigwddkolar@gmail.com, Landline No: 08152-200049

No:EE/MI/Kol/TA/AE-2/Tender Notification/869/2026-27/
Dtd: 08.07.2026

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka Executive Engineer,
Minor Irrigation & Ground Water Development Division, Kolar
has invited tenders for eligible bidders through KPP-
Procurement for the work in two cover system for the 01
number of work. The tender procedure as per Rule of KTPP
Act and standard tender document KW-4 shall be followed
for amount of Rs. 300.00 Lakhs. Scheduled EMD amount to
be submitted through KPP-Portal and tender processing fees
as per KPP-Portal procedure. Downloading tender documents
through KPP-Portal www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in starts
from Date:09.07.2026 04:30 PM. Last date of uploading tender
documents upto Date: 20.07.2026 04:30 PM. Pre bid
meeting Date:13.07.2026 @11:30 AM at Office of the
Executive Engineer MI & GWD division, Kolar. Opening
of technical bid Date: 21.07.2026 @ 04:30 PM onwards.
The Executive Engineer reserves the right to make any
changes in above details in future if needed. For more details
can be obtained from the office of the under signed on all
working days during office hours and also through website:
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in.  Executive Engineer
reserves the right to accept or reject any tender without
giving any reason.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,Minor Irrigation &Ground
Water Development Division, Kolar

DIPR/KOLAR/RO:171/KSMCA/2026-27

Short term tender notification no: 08/2026-
27/ Dtd: 08.07.2026

£ÀA2 PÀlÖqÀUÀ¼À «¨sÁUÀ, 1£ÉÃ ªÀÄºÀr, ¯ÉÆÃ.E. ¥ÀÆgÀPÀ PÀlÖqÀ, PÉ.Dgï.ªÀÈvÀÛ, 
¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ. zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: 080-22220227 Website: www.kpwd.gov.in

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ, 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ

¸ÀASÉå: 06/2026-27                    ¢£ÁAPÀ: 10.07.2026

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ EAf¤AiÀÄgï, £ÀA2 PÀlÖqÀUÀ¼À «¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ 
gÀªÀgÀÄ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÁdå¥Á®gÀ ¥ÀgÀªÁV PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¥ÁgÀzÀ±ÀðPÀvÉ 
¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ¸ÀAUÀæºÀuÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ-2000 gÀ£ÀéAiÀÄ PÉqÀ§Æèå-1, & 
PÉqÀ§Æèå-2gÀ ¤AiÀÄªÀÄUÀ¼ÀAvÉ PÀæªÀÄ ¸ÀASÉå: 01 jAzÀ 10 gÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ 
ªÁ¶ðPÀ ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ ºÁUÀÆ vÀÄvÀÄð zÀÄgÀ¹Û PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ 
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) ¦qÀ§ÆèårAiÀÄ°è £ÉÆÃAzÀtÂ 
ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ CºÀð mÉAqÀgïzÁgÀjAzÀ JgÀqÀÄ ®PÉÆÃmÉ ¥ÀzÀÞwAiÀÄ°è 
mÉAqÀgï£ÀÄß DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ.
mÉAqÀgï ¥ÉÆæÃ¸À¹AUï ̈ É¯É ªÀÄvÀÄÛ EJAr «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï£À°è 
¥ÀæPÀn¸À¯ÁVzÉ.
(1) mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmï£ÀÄß ¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï 
¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï¤AzÀ qË£ï¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¹gÀÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
10.07.2026 jAzÀ 18.07.2026 ̧ ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ. (2) mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
D£ï¯ÉÊ£ï£À°è E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ¸À°è¸À®Ä 
¤UÀ¢¥Àr¹gÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 18.07.2026 ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ. 
(3) mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï£À°è ¢£ÁAPÀ: 20.07.2026 gÀAzÀÄ ¨É¼ÀUÉÎ 
10.30 PÉÌ vÉgÉAiÀÄ¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀ£ÁðlPÀÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ 
E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) 
ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ ºÁUÀÆ F PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è 
¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ.

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ. 
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/1624/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

Government of Karnataka
Public Works Department,
Special Division, Hunsur

(Through https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)
IFT No:09/2026-27 Date: 13.07.2026

Tender Notification
On behalf of Governor of Karnataka the under signed
has invited itemwised tender for 3-Works  and 1 Service
related to Hunsur Special Division as per terms and
conditions of “Standard tender documents” from the
eligible registered contactors under PWD through KPP
Portal. Maximum amount put to tender Rs.96.27 lakhs
and Minimum amount put to tender Rs.39.13 lakhs,
Maximum EMD amount of Rs.1,92,600/- and Minimum
EMD amount of Rs.76,270/-. Tender documents is
downloaded from the https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
website for Sl no 1 from Dt: 13.07.2026 and for Sl no 2
to 4 from Dt: 15.07.2026 Last date for submission of filled
tender documents for Sl no 1 is Dt: 27.07.2026 and for
Sl no 2 to 4 is Dt: 29.07.2026 upto 16.00 Hours. Period
for completion of works (including monsoon): Maximum
18-Months and Minimum 2-months. For more details
visit the undersigned during office working hours .
Note: 1) The employer reserves the rights to Reject or
Accept any or all the tenders without assigning any
reasons. 2) Tender extension/Addendum/Corrigendum
etc, will be notified only in KPP Portal and will not be
published in news papers

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD, Special Division,
Hunsur.

KSMCA-MYS/DIPR/296 Size 12x8

DIPR/DDMYS/444/KSMCA/296/2026-27 To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Job no. 332/83 Client: PWD, Hassan  Size: 8x8

Government of Karnataka
The Executive Engineer, Public Works
Department, Hassan Division, Hassan.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD,
Hassan Division, Hassan.

Tenders are invited by the Public Works Department on behalf
of the Governor of Karnataka, as per Karnataka Transparency
in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000, Standard
Tender Document KW-1 and KW-4 from the eligible registered
Contractors of Karnataka PWD through E-procurement for 02
Works of Hassan division. In these tenders, 01 tender is
reserved for SC Contractors. The minimum Amount put to
tender is Rs.9.11 lakhs and maximum Amount put to tender
is Rs.158.70 lakhs. Last date of Receipt of tender for works is
31.07.2026  till 4.00 P.M. For more details visit https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in or contact this office through Phone
No. 08172-268437 or in person during office hours.

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: 23/2026-27, Dated:
14.07.2026

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/»¸À¤/ºÁ¸À£À/325/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

No. EE/PWD/HSN/JE-4/2026-27/           DATED: 14.07.2026.

CONGRESS SHOULD CLARIFY 
ITS STAND ON UCC: MP CM

‘The Oppn views sensitive issues such as UCC and Bhojshala dispute through 
the lens of vote-bank politics rather than constitutional or public interest’

BHOPAL
 

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Mohan Yadav on Tuesday 
called upon the Congress to 
clearly state its position on the 
proposed Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC), a day after the state 
government's high-level com-
mittee submitted its final report 
on the issue. 

The Chief Minister alleged 
that the Opposition party 
viewed sensitive issues such as 
the UCC and the Bhojshala dis-
pute through the lens of vote-
bank politics rather than con-
stitutional or public interest.

Speaking to reporters at the 
Madhya Pradesh Assembly 
premises, Yadav said the sub-

mission of the committee's re-
port marked an important mile-
stone in the state's efforts to 
examine the feasibility of im-
plementing a Uniform Civil 
Code. 

He maintained that the exten-
sive consultation process un-
dertaken by the panel reflected 
the views of people from differ-
ent religious and social back-
grounds.

The committee has submitted 
the Uniform Civil Code report 
to me. Now the Congress 
should also make its stand clear 
on this issue. Whether it is the 
UCC or the Bhojshala issue, 
the Congress looks at every 
matter only from the perspec-
tive of Hindu-Muslim politics 

and vote-bank politics, Yadav 
said.

He said members of all reli-
gious communities had actively 
participated in the consultation 
process and expressed their 
opinions on the proposed legis-
lation. According to him, the 
broad-based public engagement 
demonstrated that the issue had 
been discussed openly and 

transparently.
It is a positive development 

that people from all religions 
expressed their views openly 
and clearly on the Uniform 
Civil Code. However, the Con-
gress has still not made its po-
sition clear, he added.

Yadav's remarks came a day 
after the high-level committee 
entrusted with studying the im-
plementation of the Uniform 
Civil Code submitted its final 
report to the state government.

The committee had been con-
stituted by the Madhya Pradesh 
government to examine the 
constitutional, legal and admin-
istrative feasibility of introduc-
ing a common civil code appli-
cable within the state.

SC seeks CBSE 
reply on 3-language 

policy petitions
NEW DELHI

 
The Supreme Court on Tues-
day issued notices to the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE), the Central 
government and the National 
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (NCERT) 
on a fresh batch of petitions 
challenging the implementa-
tion of the revised three-lan-
guage policy in CBSE-affiliat-
ed schools. The apex court 
directed the respondents to file 
their replies within two weeks 
and scheduled the matter for a 
detailed hearing on July 29.

A Bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
and Justices Joymalya Bagc-
hi and V. Mohan heard the 
petitions, which question the 
legality and constitutional 
validity of the revised lan-
guage policy introduced 
through the CBSE's curricu-
lum framework and subse-
quent circulars.

During the hearing, the 

Bench did not grant any inter-
im stay on the operation of the 
impugned CBSE circulars. 
However, the court took note 
of the submissions made by 
the parties and sought respons-
es from all concerned authori-
ties before proceeding further.

Appearing on behalf of the 
CBSE, Additional Solicitor 
General Aishwarya Bhati as-
sured the court that the board 
would submit its response 
within the two-week period 
specified by the Bench.

The petitions challenge the 
CBSE's Secondary School 
Curriculum for Classes IX and 
X for the academic session 
2026-27, along with circulars 
issued on April 9 and May 4.

Supreme Court sought 
responses from CBSE 

and Centre on petitions 
challenging the revised 
three-language policy 

implementation 
nationwide

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

The Executive Engineer, East Division, Bangalore 
Development Authority, (BDA) Bengaluru, on behalf of the 
Commissioner, BDA, Bengaluru,  invites tenders through KPP 
portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from eligible tenderers 
with Class-I licence issued by PWD Department, GoK for 
Preparation of DPR Report for Construction of Tunnel 
from Kanteerava Studio Underpass to BEL Circle via 
Goraguntepalya Junction with Connection loops. EMD: 
Rs. 5.00 Lakhs. Period of completion: 60 days. Last date of 
bid submission: 24.07.2026 up to 17.00 hrs. Technical bid 
opening: 27.07.2026 at 11.30 hrs. For further details, please 
log on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in or call e-Procurement 
help desk on 080-46010000/68948777 and E-procurement 
Cell Contact No. 080-22230960, 080-22234115. Helpline / 
Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7)  @BDAOfficialGok 
Sd/- Executive Engineer,  East Division, BDA, Bengaluru

No. BDA/EM/TEN/392/2026-27 Date: 14.07.2026
SHORT-TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)

Mumbai police bust health 
insurance cyber fraud racket

MUMBAI
 

In a major operation against cyber-
crime, the Mumbai Police on Tues-
day uncovered an organised online 
fraud racket that allegedly targeted 
health insurance policyholders by 
posing as representatives of a reput-
ed insurance company. 

The operation resulted in the arrest 
of 12 individuals, the busting of mul-
tiple fake call centres and the seizure 
of digital equipment and valuables 
worth more than Rs 17 lakh.

The action was carried out by the 
Govandi Police, who raided three 
fake call centres allegedly being used 
to deceive customers under the guise 
of processing health insurance bene-
fits. During the raids, officers recov-
ered computers, laptops, mobile 
phones, gold coins and other elec-
tronic devices believed to have been 
used in the fraudulent operations.

The investigation began after a 
complainant approached the Govan-
di Police on June 22, alleging that he 

had been cheated by individuals 
claiming to represent the health in-
surance division of HDFC ERGO. 
According to the complaint, the call-
ers informed him that he was eligible 
for a No Claim Bonus amounting to 
Rs 1,53,825 under his health insur-
ance policy.

The fraudsters allegedly told the 
victim that certain formalities had to 
be completed before the bonus could 
be credited to his account. 

Believing the callers to be genuine 
representatives of the insurance com-
pany, the victim shared his credit 
card details and other financial infor-
mation.

Police said the accused subse-
quently used those details to carry 
out unauthorised online transactions, 
fraudulently withdrawing approxi-
mately Rs 3.43 lakh from the vic-
tim's account.

During the investigation, police 
interrogated the arrested suspects 
and uncovered details of the group's 
alleged modus operandi. 

Tenures of MOSPI secy Garg, 
CBDT chief Agrawal extended
NEW DELHI

 
The government has extended the tenure of Statis-
tics and Programme Implementation Secretary Sau-
rabh Garg by another year and the term of the Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) Chairman Ravi 
Agrawal by six months and promoted two IPS of-
ficers as Joint Directors in the CBI in a string of 
decisions covering various posts at the Centre.

Garg, a 1991-batch Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (retired) officer of the Odisha cadre, will 
continue to serve on a contract basis till July 31, 
2027. His current term expires at the end of this 
month. In addition to heading the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation, Garg 
will continue as Secretary of the National Statis-
tical Commission, the order issued by the Min-
istry of Personnel states.

The order issued to implement the decision of 
the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
also extends by six months the tenure of Agrawal 
as CBDT Chairman on a contract basis till Decem-
ber 31 this year. He is an Indian Revenue Service 
officer of the 1988 batch.

 The government has promoted two DIGs of the 
CBI to the rank of Joint Directors. Atul Kumar 
Thakur, IPS (AGMUT:2008), currently serving as 
DIG in CBI, has been appointed as Joint Director, 
CBI, with an overall tenure approved up to Novem-
ber 24, 2028 or until further orders. 

 BJP welcomes verdict, slams Sonia, 
Rahul, Kejriwal for appeasement politics

NEW DELHI
 

The BJP on Tuesday wel-
comed a Delhi court’s verdict 
convicting former AAP coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain for the 
murder of IB officer Ankit 
Sharma during the 2020 city 
riots, demanding an apology 
from Arvind Kejriwal for try-
ing to shield his party col-
league and slamming the Con-
gress for pursuing politics of 
appeasement.

BJP National Spokesperson 
Gaurav Bhatia said that when 
the conspiracy of these riots 
was being hatched, Congress 
leader Sonia Gandhi’s state-
ment was: Yeh Ladai Aar-Paar 
Ki Ladai Hai. Ghar Se Niklo, 
Aar-Paar Ki Ladai Lado.

He said the trial court’s ver-

dict had exposed the petty and 
deplorable politics practised 
by Kejriwal and Congress 
leaders Sonia Gandhi and Ra-
hul Gandhi, who represent a 
vulture-like political culture.

Bhatia said Kejriwal provid-
ed political patronage to Tahir 
Hussain and Congress leader-
ship created an inflammatory 
atmosphere during the riots 
while pursuing politics of ap-
peasement. He said that AAP 
leader Amanatullah Khan had 
stated that the sentence awarded 
by the court, based on evidence, 
material proof, and witness tes-
timonies, was unfortunate.

Amanatullah Khan claimed 
that Tahir Hussain had been 
punished due to his religion 
and that injustice had been 
done to him, said Bhatia.

Giribala Singh, son to remain 
in judicial custody till July 28 

BHOPAL
 

A Bhopal district court 
on Tuesday extended the 
judicial custody of for-
mer district judge Girib-
ala Singh and her son 
Samarth Singh till July 
28 in the Twisha Sharma 
death case after the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) informed the 
court that the two ac-
cused had not cooperat-
ed during the collection 
of their voice samples.

The hearing was con-
ducted through video 
confe renc ing  amid 
heavy security at the 
court premises.

The CBI sought exten-
sion of the judicial cus-
tody, informing the court 
that both accused had 

failed to cooperate 
during the voice sample 
collection carried out on 
July 6.

Counsel for Twisha 
Sharma’s family, Advo-
cate Ankur Pandey, said 
Samarth Singh refused 
to provide his voice 
sample, while Giribala 
Singh initially gave one 
sample but later declined 
to continue the process.

The CBI informed the 
court that both accused 
did not cooperate during 
the voice sample collec-
tion and sought exten-
sion of their judicial cus-
tody. Accepting the 
agency’s submission, the 
court extended their cus-
tody till July 28, Pandey 
told reporters after the 
hearing.



WORLD 9
ibcworldnews.comWEDNESDAY   JULY 15, 2026BENGALURU, MYSURU

China fires senior leader Ma Xingrui over corruption
BEIJING

 
China has expelled former 
Politburo member Ma Xin-
grui from the ruling Commu-
nist Party following an exten-
sive corruption investigation, 
marking another significant 
development in President Xi 
Jinping’s ongoing anti-cor-
ruption campaign. 

Ma is the third serving 
member of China’s elite de-
cision-making leadership to 
be removed since 2025, high-
lighting the continued inten-
sity of Beijing’s efforts to 
root out misconduct within 
the country’s highest political 

ranks.
Ma, who also served as 

deputy head of the central ru-
ral work leading group, was 
placed under investigation in 
April for what Chinese au-
thorities described as serious 
violations of law and disci-
pline, the standard term used 
by the Communist Party to 
refer to corruption-related of-
fences.

 His membership in Chi-
na’s national parliament was 
revoked last month, paving 
the way for further disci-
plinary and legal proceed-
ings.

The Central Commission 

for Discipline Inspection 
(CCDI), China’s top anti-cor-
ruption watchdog, announced 
that investigators had uncov-
ered multiple viola-
t ions involving 
abuse of author-
ity and miscon-
duct  dur ing 
Ma’s tenure in 
senior govern-
m e n t  p o s i -
tions. 

According to 
the commission, 
Ma improperly as-
sisted others in securing 
official appointments and 
employment opportunities, 

using his influence to benefit 
associates in personnel deci-
sions.

The watchdog also alleged 
that Ma failed to supervise 

officials working un-
der him and ignored 
or permitted seri-
ous violations of 
party discipline 
and national law 
c o m m i t t e d  b y 
members of his 

staff. 
Authorities stated 

that some of these ac-
tions may constitute criminal 
offences, although no specif-
ic criminal charges have yet 

been publicly announced.
Investigators further ac-

cused Ma of accepting illegal 
gifts, helping relatives pur-
chase property at prices be-
low market value, and engag-
ing in exchanges involving 
power, money, and sexual 
favours. 

The CCDI alleged that his 
family members exploited his 
political influence to obtain 
substantial financial benefits, 
describing the case as an ex-
ample of large-scale family 
corruption. Officials did not 
disclose the total value of the 
money or property allegedly 
involved.

FORMER MEMBER EXPOSED

QUICK READ

Families claim  
bodies of Bangkok  

pub fire victims

Unpaid salaries: 
Workers of Ebola 

treatment center strike

Trump reduces size  
of two national 

monuments in Utah 

BANGKOK
Grieving relatives of the 

victims of a huge Bangkok 
bar fire claimed their bod-
ies Tuesday as the death 

toll rose to 30, even as 
others held out hope that 
missing loved ones were 

alive. Flames tore through 
the Rong Beer Na Lat 

Phrao bar and restaurant 
in the Thai capital late on 
Sunday evening during a 
live music performance, 
sending people fleeing, 

several with their clothing 
ablaze. 27 people were de-

clared dead in the early 
hours of Monday, with an-
other succumbing to their 
injuries later that day. By 
Tuesday morning, Bang-
kok’s Chatuchak district 

office put the death toll at 
30, with 75 people injured 
-- 24 in critical condition.

RWAMPARA
Dozens of people working 

at an Ebola virus treatment 
center in northeast Congo 

went on strike Monday over 
unpaid salaries and bonus-
es, posing a new challenge 
for the fastest-growing Eb-
ola outbreak ever recorded 

on the continent. Congo 
since May has been bat-

tling the outbreak of a type 
of Ebola with no approved 
treatment or vaccine. Last 

week, the Congolese 
health minister, Roger 

Kamba, said the virus had 
spread to two more prov-
inces. The striking staff at 

Rwampara General Hospi-
tal in Ituri province, the epi-
center of the outbreak, in-

cludes epidemiologists, 
case investigators, drivers 
and gravediggers who say 

they have not been paid by 
Congolese authorities. 

RWAMPARA
President Donald Trump on 

Monday sharply reduced 
the size of two national 

monuments in Utah, undo-
ing protections established 

by his Democratic prede-
cessors on public lands 
that are sacred among 

many Native Americans. 
Bears Ears and Grand 

Staircase-Escalante na-
tional monuments in 

southern Utah have an-
cient cliff dwellings, 

petroglyphs and scenic 
canyons, as well as coal 

and uranium deposits that 
state officials want made 
available for development. 

Trump, a Republican, is-
sued proclamations under 
the Antiquities Act to re-
duce their size by about 

90% each. He took similar 
actions during his first 

term, but those were re-
versed by President Joe 

Biden, a Democrat.

I MASARATH JABEEN A.A aged 
69 years w/o Sayeed Ahmed 
S residing at 1549/1 muslim 
block Hunsur town Hunsur ta-
luk571105 Mysore district, Kar-
nataka have changed my name 
from MUSARATH JABEEN 
A A to MASARATH JABEEN 
A A,vide affidavit dated13.07. 
2026 before notary VEERESH 
RAO BOBADE, Hunsur.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMED SHAFI ULLA, aged 
36 years, S/o. Mohammed Zabiulla, 
Residing at No. 1822, Nizam Moha-
lla, Hunsur, Mysore -571105, Kar-
nataka, have changed my name to 
MOHAMMED SHAFI ULLA, vide 
affidavit dated: 14.07.2026 before 

notary MAHESH PRASAD .D, 
Mysore Dist.

NAME CHANGE

Deadly Bangkok pub fire raises 
serious safety regulation questions
 A devastating overnight fire at a crowded Bangkok pub killed 30 and left 75 others hurt, including 24 
people who remain in critical condition dozens, raising doubts about scrutiny of safety enforcement

BANGKOK
 

A tragic fire at a popular pub 
in northern Bangkok has 
claimed at least 30 lives and 
left 75 others injured, includ-
ing 24 people who remain in 
critical condition. 

The incident, which unfold-
ed just before midnight on 
Sunday, has triggered renewed 
concerns over fire safety stan-
dards and the enforcement of 
regulations across Thailand's 
hospitality sector.

According to authorities, 
the fire broke out at approxi-
mately 11:57 p.m. local time. 

Investigators believe the blaze 
was most likely caused by an 
electrical short circuit in a 
ceiling-mounted air condi-
tioning unit. Within moments, 

the fire spread rapidly through 
the building, leaving many 
patrons trapped inside as thick 
smoke and intense flames en-
gulfed the venue.

Video footage shared on so-
cial media and verified cap-
tured the terrifying sequence 
of events. The recording ini-
tially showed heavy smoke 
pouring from the front en-
trance of the establishment 
before an enormous horizon-
tal burst of flames suddenly 
erupted through the doorway 
and onto the street. The dra-
matic images were accompa-
nied by the desperate screams 
of people attempting to es-
cape the rapidly spreading 
fire.

One survivor, 41-year-old 
Usa Tadsree, recalled the 

frightening moments before 
the disaster intensified. Stand-
ing outside the pub for a cig-
arette, Usa noticed the lights 
inside flickering before seeing 
smoke emerge from the en-
trance. 

Driven by concern, Usa ini-
tially attempted to return in-
side to rescue friends but was 
forced to retreat because of 
the overwhelming heat. I 
wanted to go back in to get 
my friends but there was in-
tense heat coming out, so I 
had to run out, Usa said while 
recounting the horrifying ex-
perience.

Israel sets fresh terms as 
Lebanon talks resume in Rome
BEIRUT

 
Lebanon and Israel resumed 
indirect negotiations in Rome 
on Tuesday as both sides 
sought to advance the imple-
mentat ion of  a  United 
States-brokered framework 
aimed at ending months of 
conflict along their shared 
border. 

While the talks have gener-
ated cautious optimism, offi-
cials involved in the discus-
sions acknowledged that ex-
pectations for an immediate 
breakthrough remain limited 
due to deep political and se-
curity disagreements.

The negotiations are taking 
place at the United States Em-
bassy in the Italian capital and 
are scheduled to continue 
through Wednesday. 

Lebanese officials said the 
choice of Rome as the venue 
would make it easier for del-
egations from both countries 
to remain in close contact 
with their respective govern-
ments while discussing sensi-
tive security and political is-
sues.

The latest diplomatic effort 
follows months of renewed 
hostilities between Israel and 

the Iran-backed Hezbollah 
movement. Fighting intensi-
fied after both sides returned 
to open conflict on March 2 
amid broader regional ten-
sions. 

Since then, the United 
States has led diplomatic ini-
tiatives intended to secure a 
ceasefire and establish condi-
tions for lasting stability in 
southern Lebanon.

Beirut hopes the discus-
sions will pave the way for a 
gradual Israeli military with-
drawal from southern Leba-
non under the framework ne-

gotiated by Washington. 
However, significant differ-
ences remain over the se-
quence of security measures 
and the future role of Hezbol-
lah, making rapid progress 
unlikely.

Israel currently maintains 
military forces inside what it 
describes as a security buffer 
zone extending roughly 10 
kilometres into Lebanese ter-
ritory along the international 
border. 

Israeli authorities argue that 
the deployment is necessary 
to protect communities in 
n o r t h e r n  I s r a e l  f r o m 
cross-border attacks launched 
by Hezbollah fighters.

A previous meeting in 
Washington on June 26 result-
ed in a proposed agreement 
calling for an end to hostili-
ties, the disarmament of mili-
tant groups, the deployment 
of Lebanese armed forces 
across southern Lebanon, and 
the phased withdrawal of Is-
raeli troops. 

The framework was viewed 
as a potential roadmap for re-
storing stability, but imple-
mentation has stalled amid 
continued violence and polit-
ical disagreements.

Lebanon and Israel 
restarted negotiations in 
Rome seeking progress 
on withdrawal, security, 

and ceasefire despite 
persistent regional 

tensions

Europe heatwave fuels wildfires 
as France battles massive blaze

A relentless European heatwave intensified wildfire risks as firefighters 
struggled to contain devastating forest blazes across multiple countries

PARIS
 

A severe heatwave sweeping 
across Western Europe has in-
tensified wildfire risks, with 
French firefighters battling a 
massive forest blaze south of 
Paris that entered its third con-
secutive day on Tuesday. 

The rapidly spreading fire, 
coupled with soaring tempera-
tures across much of the con-
tinent, has raised fresh con-
cerns about the growing im-
pact of extreme weather and 
climate change on Europe's 
environment and public safety.

Firefighting aircraft repeat-
edly skimmed the waters of 
the River Seine to collect wa-
ter before dropping it over the 
burning forests near Fontaine-
bleau, one of France's most 
historic woodland areas. 
Emergency crews worked 
through the night in an effort 
to contain the flames, but au-
thorities acknowledged that 
the fire remained uncontrolled.

French Interior Minister 
Laurent Nunez said the princi-
pal wildfire in the Fontaineb-

leau forest, along with another 
nearby blaze that erupted on 
Monday afternoon, had already 
scorched approximately 1,300 
hectares, or more than 3,200 
acres, of land. 

The historic forest is home 
to the renowned Palace of 
Fontainebleau and is one of 
the country's most visited nat-
ural and cultural landmarks.

Authorities have arrested at 
least two individuals suspected 
of starting the Fontainebleau 
fire. 

Nationwide, French police 
have detained 59 people this 
wildfire season on suspicion 
of deliberately igniting fires, 
highlighting growing concerns 
over both natural and hu-
man-caused disasters during 
periods of extreme heat.

Meanwhile, the latest heat-
wave continued to expand 
across Europe. France, Britain, 
Spain, and Italy have all expe-
rienced exceptionally high 
temperatures, with Italian au-
thorities warning that tempera-
tures in Sardinia could climb 
to 44 degrees Celsius later this 

week. Such conditions have 
placed emergency services on 
high alert as dry vegetation 
and strong winds create ideal 
conditions for rapidly spread-
ing wildfires.

According to the Climate 
Monitor, the average maxi-
mum temperature across West-
ern Europe reached 29.4 de-
grees Celsius on Tuesday, ap-
proximately 6.3 degrees above 
the long-term seasonal average 
recorded between 1961 and 
1990. 

The most significant tem-
perature departures were ob-
served in Belgium and France, 
where daily highs exceeded 
historical averages by as much 
as 9.4 and 9.1 degrees Celsius, 
respectively.

Israeli fire kills 9 in Gaza, 
including a 10-year-old

CAIRO
 

An Israeli strike and gunfire 
killed at least nine Palestin-
ians, including ‌a 10-year-old 
boy, and a senior Hamas po-
lice officer, in the Gaza Strip 
on Tuesday, Gazan health and 
police officials said.

The deaths add to a toll of 
more than 1,100 Palestinians 
killed by Israeli attacks since 
an October ceasefire between 
Israel and Hamas took effect, 
according to health officials 
in the enclave.

The truce halted major 
fighting but has failed to stop 
sporadic violence. Four Israe-
li soldiers have been killed by 
militants in Gaza over the 
same period. Medics said 
⁠Muataz Abu Shaar, 10, was 
shot on Tuesday by Israeli 
gunfire in Rafah, southern 
Gaza.

In Jabalia, in the north of 
the enclave, an Israeli air-
strike on a post of the Hamas-

led police force killed at least 
seven people, including a 
woman, and wounded several 
other people, medics and po-
lice officials said.

The Hamas-led interior 
ministry said in a statement 
the dead included the head of 
the Jabalia police force, Col-
onel Mohammad Marwan Sa-
lem, along with other officers.

Israel has stepped up its at-
tacks against Hamas security 
men and police posts, killing 
dozens of them since October, 
according to police sources.

Israel wants Hamas to cede 
control of Gaza and disarm, 
and while the group said it 
was ready to relinquish pow-
er, it ‌has always ⁠resisted calls 
to lay down arms. 

In Khan Younis, in the 
south, an Israeli airstrike 
killed a 36-year-old man and 
left three people wounded, 
medics said. The Israeli mili-
tary said it struck a Hamas 
militant.

COUNTRIES TIGHTEN TRAVEL 
RULES AS EBOLA RISK RISES

WASHINGTON
 

The World Health Organiza-
tion on May 17 declared an 
Ebola outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Con-
cern and said there was a high 
risk it could spread to neigh-
bouring countries.

The decision has prompted 
governments to step up trav-
el-related containment mea-
sures. Here is a list of screen-
ing ‌steps and travel restric-
tions announced by different 
countries and measures by 
airlines.

The U.S. on July 13 said it 
was blocking American citi-
zens in the DRC from return-
ing to the United States on 
commercial flights, placing 
recent travellers on a do-not-
board list until they have 
spent at least 21 days in a 
third country.

Washington has  a lso 

banned non-citizens who had 
travelled to the DRC, Uganda 
or South Sudan from entering 
the country.

The Canadian government 
said on May 26 that residents 
from the DRC, Uganda and 
South Sudan would be 
banned from entering Canada 
for 90 ⁠days starting May 27.

The Jordanian government 
on May 19 suspended the en-
try of travellers arriving from 
the DRC and Uganda, ac-
cording to the Jordanian state 
agency.

Bahrain said on May 19 it 
was suspending for 30 days 
the entry of foreign travellers 
arriving from South Sudan, 
the DRC and Uganda.

India has launched screen-
ing and surveillance mea-
sures at airports and other 
entry points, issued adviso-
ries on precautions, and 
urged citizens to avoid 
non-essential travel to the 
DRC, Uganda and South 
 Sudan.

There can't be 
security guarantees 
for Ukraine: Russia

MOSCOW
 

The Kremlin said on Tuesday 
that there could be no security 
guarantees ‌for Ukraine without 
Russia's involvement, respond-
ing to a statement by German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz that 
Moscow should play no part in 
shaping such arrangements.

Merz said the issue - central 
to attempts to end the 4-1/2 year 
war - should ⁠be decided by 
Ukraine and its partners, not by 
Russia. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said the comment illus-
trated the dead-end position tak-
en by European governments 
over the conflict.

It is impossible to formulate 
security guarantees without 
Russia's participation; if the 
Europeans are truly convinced 
of this stance and insist upon 
it, Peskov ‌told ⁠reporters.

NAME CHANGE
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New FIFA rules and technology spark 
debate over controversial WC decisions
Technology & rule changes reshape WC with contentious decisions dominating tournament headlines worldwide
ATLANTA

 
The FIFA World Cup 2026 
has witnessed several contro-
versial decisions influenced 
by new rules and advanced 
technology, with video re-
views and connected-ball sys-
tems playing decisive roles in 
some of the tournament's big-
gest matches.

The latest flashpoint came 
during Argentina's quarterfi-
nal victory over Switzerland 
when Swiss striker Breel Em-
bolo was sent off after inter-
vention from the Video Assis-
tant Referee (VAR). 

Initially, referee Joao Pin-
heiro booked Argentina's Le-
andro Paredes, but a review 
showed Embolo had simulat-
ed the foul. The referee over-
turned the decision, issued 
Embolo a second yellow card 

and reduced Switzerland to 10 
men.

The intervention was made 
possible under FIFA's "mis-
taken identity" rule, which 
allows VAR to step in when 
the wrong player or team is 
penalised, resulting in a yel-
low or red card. Switzerland 
coach Murat Yakin criticised 
the decision, saying the rule 

had "destroyed" his team's 
game after Argentina went on 
to win 3-1 in extra time.

Germany also fell victim to 
a controversial interpretation 
of the laws during their 
Round of 32 defeat to Para-
guay. 

Jonathan Tah's apparent 
winning goal was ruled out 
after VAR detected a foul on 

goalkeeper Orlando Gill by 
Waldemar Anton. FIFA's ref-
ereeing department has in-
structed officials to penalise 
players who block opponents 
without making a genuine at-
tempt to play the ball, partic-
ularly during attacks involv-
ing goalkeepers.

Another major talking point 
has been FIFA's connect-
ed-ball technology. The spe-
cially designed match ball 
contains sensors that record 
movement and contact 500 
times per second, helping of-
ficials make precise offside 
and touch decisions.

The technology proved de-
cisive in Croatia's defeat to 
Portugal after an almost im-
perceptible touch by Igor 
Mantanovic was detected be-
fore Josko Gvardiol's late 
equaliser, resulting in the goal 

being disallowed. Croatia 
coach Zlatko Dalic said such 
decisions were taking "the joy 
out of football."

Egypt also voiced strong 
objections after a goal against 
Argentina was ruled out be-
cause VAR identified an ear-
lier foul during the attacking 
move. FIFA defended the de-
cision, explaining there is no 
time or distance limit for re-
viewing incidents that directly 
lead to goals.

Norway also questioned de-
cisions in their quarterfinal 
loss to England, including a 
disallowed goal and a claim 
that the ball had struck an 
overhead camera cable. FIFA 
maintained that sensor data 
showed no contact, reinforc-
ing its confidence in the tour-
nament's new technologies 
despite continuing criticism.

Argentina-England rivalry transcends 
football with history, politics and WC legacy

EAST RUTHERFORD
 

Argentina and England will 
renew one of international 
football's fiercest rivalries 
when they meet in the FIFA 
World Cup 2026 semifinals, a 
contest shaped as much by 
history and politics as by 
events on the pitch.

Unlike many football rival-
ries built on geography or re-
gional competition, the ani-
mosity between the two na-
tions stretches across conti-
nents and has been forged 
through decades of sporting 
drama, colonial history and 
national identity.

The rivalry first gained 
prominence during the 1966 
World Cup quarterfinal, when 
Argentina captain Antonio 
Rattin was controversially 
sent off in a heated contest. 
England went on to win the 
tournament, but tensions be-
tween the two sides continued 
to simmer.

Two decades later came the 
defining chapter. At the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico, Diego 

Maradona scored two of foot-
ball's most famous goals 
against England in the quar-
terfinals. 

The first, the infamous 
"Hand of God", symbolised 
street-smart cunning, while 
the second, later chris-
tened the "Goal of 
t he  Cen tu ry" , 
showcased ex-
traordinary in-
dividual bril-
liance as Ma-
radona drib-
bled past half 
the England 
t e a m  b e f o r e 
scoring.

The match carried 
added significance as it 
came only four years after the 
Falklands War between Ar-
gentina and Britain. For many 
Argentinians, victory over 
England represented far more 
than sporting success, becom-
ing a symbol of national pride 
and resilience.

Football has long played a 
central role in Argentina's na-
tional identity. Introduced by 

the  Br i t i sh 
during the late 
19th century, 

t h e  g a m e 
evolved into a 

uniquely Argentine 
expression built around 

creativity, flair and improvi-
sation. 

Historians often describe 
the country's football philos-
ophy through the concept of 
the pibe—the street footballer 
whose intelligence, skill and 
unpredictability embody the 
nation's sporting character.

Maradona became the ulti-
mate symbol of that tradition, 

while Lionel Messi has car-
ried its legacy into the mod-
ern era. Although Messi's 
football education largely 
came in Spain, he remains the 
standard-bearer for Argentine 
excellence.

England, meanwhile, con-
tinue their pursuit of a first 
World Cup title since 1966, 
while Argentina are aiming to 
become back-to-back world 
champions. 

Interestingly, Messi has 
never faced England in a 
competitive international fix-
ture, adding another compel-
ling storyline to the semifinal.

Historic 
football 

rivalry blends 
politics, identity and 
unforgettable World 

Cup moments across 
generations 
worldwide.

Sorloth subjected to online abuse 
after Norway's WC quarterfinal defeat

Norway striker faces online abuse after crucial miss in heartbreaking WC defeat

MIAMI
 

Norway striker Alexander 
Sorloth has become the target 
of severe online abuse fol-
lowing his country's dramatic 
FIFA World Cup quarterfinal 
exit to England, prompting 
coach Stale Solbakken to 
condemn the be-
haviour and urge 
players to stay away 
from social media.

The abuse began 
after Sorloth chose to 
shoot instead of pass-
ing to an unmarked 
Erling Haaland during 
a crucial second-half count-
er-attack with Norway lead-
ing 1-0. England defender 
John Stones blocked the ef-
fort, and England equalised 
shortly afterwards before go-
ing on to secure a 2-1 victory 
after extra time.

The missed opportunity 
quickly became the focus of 
criticism online, with Sor-

loth's partner, Lena Selnes, 
sharing screenshots on Insta-
gram that revealed a stream 
of abusive messages. Some 
of the posts reportedly in-
cluded disturbing comments 
encouraging the 30-year-old 
striker to take his own life.

Norway coach Solbakken 
described the abuse 
as tragic and sense-
less,  expressing 
concern over the in-
creasing hostility 
athletes face on so-
cial media.

"It is tragic. That 
is the world we live 

in," Solbakken said. "I tell 
the boys to stay away from 
social media, especially on 
days like this. There is noth-
ing more to say about it other 
than it is completely devoid 
of sense on every possible 
level."

Sorloth later explained the 
reasoning behind his decision 
during the decisive attacking 

move. The Atletico Madrid 
forward said his first instinct 
had been to pass to Haaland, 
but believed England defend-
er John Stones had success-
fully closed the passing lane, 
leaving him with little option 
but to attempt a shot.

"The only thing I wanted to 
do in that situation was to 
pass to Erling," Sorloth said. 
"But it felt like the pass 
wasn't there, so I went to 
shoot."

Norway had enjoyed an 
impressive World Cup cam-
paign before falling agonis-
ingly short of a semifinal 
berth. Despite taking the lead 
against England, the Scandi-
navian side could not with-
stand the late fightback from 
the 1966 world champions.

The incident has once 
again highlighted the grow-
ing problem of online abuse 
directed at professional ath-
letes following high-profile 
matches. 

Manchester United sign Brazilian midfielder Andrey Santos from Chelsea
Manchester United 
bolster midfield by 
signing Brazilian 

international 
Andrey Santos 
from Chelsea 
permanently.

Manchester
Manchester United have 

strengthened their midfield by 
signing Brazilian internation-
al Andrey Santos from Chel-
sea on a five-year contract, 
with the 22-year-old arriving 
as the replacement for veteran 
midfielder Casemiro.

The move comes just weeks 
after Casemiro departed Old 

Trafford following the expiry 
of his contract, ending a suc-
cessful spell with the Premier 
League club. United hope 
Santos can add energy, cre-
ativity and defensive stability 
as they rebuild their midfield 
ahead of the new season.

Santos joins after an im-
pressive campaign with Chel-
sea, where he made 43 ap-

pearances across all competi-
tions and also featured as a 
substitute during the club's 
FIFA Club World Cup tri-
umph last year. His perfor-
mances earned praise for his 
composure in possession, 
ball-winning ability and ma-
turity despite his young age.

Speaking after completing 
the transfer, Santos described 
the move as a dream come 
true and said he was eager to 
begin the next chapter of his 
career at one of football's big-
gest clubs.

"Everything about Man-
chester United is special. It is 
an incredible feeling to join a 
club that some of my biggest 
idols have represented," San-
tos said in a club statement.

The Brazilian also ex-
pressed his excitement about 
working under United coach 
Michael Carrick, believing 
the former England midfield-
er would play an important 
role in his development.

"As a midfielder, I am real-
ly excited to have the oppor-
tunity to learn from Michael 
Carrick. 

He is the perfect coach to 
help me take the next step in 
my career and push to achieve 
my dreams," he added.

Santos has already repre-
sented Brazil six times at se-
nior international level but 
was omitted from the squad 
for the FIFA World Cup, 
where the five-time champi-
ons were eliminated in the 

Round of 16 by Norway.
United's recruitment drive 

may not be over. Reports in 
England continue to link the 
club with Aston Villa mid-
fielder Youri Tielemans as 
manager and club officials 
seek to further strengthen the 
squad before the start of the 
new campaign.

The arrival of Santos re-
flects Manchester United's 
strategy of investing in talent-
ed young players capable of 
developing into long-term 
first-team regulars. 

Supporters will hope the 
Brazilian can quickly estab-
lish himself in midfield and 
help restore the club's chal-
lenge for major domestic and 
European honours.

Slaven Bilic returns as Croatia 
coach after Dalic's WC exit

ZAGREB
 

Former Croatia international 
Slaven Bilic has been reap-
pointed as head coach of the 
national football team, replac-
ing Zlatko Dalic, who re-
signed following Croatia's 
early exit from the FIFA 
World Cup 2026.

The Croatian Football Fed-
eration (HNS) confirmed Bil-
ic's appointment, stating that 
the 57-year-old was unani-
mously chosen to take charge 
as the country begins prepa-
rations for its next interna-
tional cycle.

Dalic stepped down last 
week after Croatia's disap-
pointing 2-1 defeat to Portu-
gal ended their World Cup 
campaign before the knock-
out stages. His departure 
brought an end to one of the 
most successful coaching ten-
ures in Croatian football his-
tory.

During his eight-year spell 
in charge, Dalic guided Croa-
tia to the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup final in Russia, where 
they finished runners-up to 
France. He also led the team 
to the semifinals of the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar and the 
Round of 16 at UEFA Euro 
2020, establishing Croatia as 
one of Europe's most consis-
tent international sides.

Bilic is no stranger to the 

role, having previously man-
aged Croatia between 2006 
and 2012. During his first 
spell, he oversaw 65 matches, 
recording 42 wins, 15 draws 
and only eight defeats, giving 
him a higher winning per-
centage than Dalic.

His greatest achievement 
with the national side came at 
the 2008 European Champi-
onship ,  where  Croat ia 
reached the quarterfinals be-
fore suffering a dramatic pen-
alty shootout defeat to Tur-
key.

As a player, Bilic earned 44 
international caps and repre-
sented Croatia with distinc-
tion. At club level, he enjoyed 
successful spells with Hajduk 
Split before moving to En-
gland, where he played for 
West Ham United and Ever-
ton during the mid-1990s.

Bilic has also built an ex-
tensive coaching résumé, 
managing several clubs 
across Europe and Asia, in-
cluding West Ham United, 
West Bromwich Albion and 
Watford in England. His most 
recent managerial assignment 
was with Saudi Arabian club 
Al-Fateh during the 2023-24 
season.

The Croatian federation 
will now look to Bilic's expe-
rience and familiarity with 
the national setup to guide the 
country's rebuilding process.

Barcelona agree deal to sign Borussia 
Dortmund forward Karim Adeyemi

BARCELONA
 

Barcelona president Joan La-
porta has confirmed that the 
Spanish champions have 
reached an agreement to sign 
Borussia Dortmund forward 
Karim Adeyemi, adding an-
other exciting attacking op-
tion to the club's squad ahead 
of the new season.

Although the transfer has 
not yet been officially an-
nounced, Laporta revealed that 
the deal was effectively com-
plete while speaking to report-
ers after arriving in Dallas to 
attend the FIFA World Cup.

"We're very excited about 
Adeyemi. We've liked him for 
a while. He's dangerous and 
fast," Laporta said, expressing 
confidence that the Germany 
international will strengthen 
Barcelona's frontline.

The club president did not 
disclose the financial details 
of the transfer or provide in-

formation regarding the 
length of the player's contract. 
Borussia Dortmund also 
stopped short of confirming 
the move but acknowledged 
that the 24-year-old missed 
the club's preseason fitness 
tests because he was involved 
in transfer discussions.

Adeyemi joined Dortmund 
after establishing himself as 
one of Germany's brightest 
young forwards and has earned 
recognition for his pace, drib-
bling ability and versatility 
across the attacking positions. 
However, he endured an incon-
sistent campaign last season, 
struggling to maintain regular 
form despite showing flashes 
of his immense talent.

The forward also attracted 
attention after publicly ex-
pressing frustration when sub-
stituted during a Bundesliga 
match, highlighting a season 
that proved challenging both 
on and off the pitch.

Paulo Dybala extends Roma stay 
with new contract until 2027

ROME
 

Argentina international Paulo 
Dybala has committed his 
future to AS Roma by sign-
ing a new contract that will 
keep him at the Serie A club 
until June 2027, ending spec-
ulation over his future after 
an injury-hit campaign.

The 32-year-old forward, 
who joined Roma from Ju-
ventus in 2022, has become 
one of the club's most influ-
ential players and remains 
central to its ambitions both 
domestically and in European 
competition.

Roma confirmed the con-
tract extension, rewarding 
Dybala for his consistent 
contributions since arriving 
in the Italian capital. Over 
four seasons with the Giallo-
rossi, the Argentine has made 
139 appearances in all com-
petitions and scored 45 goals, 
establishing himself as a fan 
favourite. Dybala made an 
immediate impact during his 

debut season, playing a key 
role in Roma's run to the 
UEFA Europa League final. 
His creativity, vision and eye 
for goal have made him one 
of Serie A's standout attack-
ing players despite recurring 
injury setbacks.

Last season proved chal-
lenging for the former Juven-
tus star after he suffered a 
serious knee injury that re-
quired surgery in March. The 
setback kept him sidelined 
for nearly four months and 
fuelled speculation about 
whether Roma would extend 
his stay beyond his existing 
contract. Despite those con-
cerns, the club has reaffirmed 
its faith in the experienced 
forward by handing him a 
new two-year deal. The con-
tract extension comes at a 
positive time for Roma, who 
finished third in Serie A last 
season to secure qualification 
for the UEFA Champions 
League for the first time 
since the 2018-19 campaign.

Andy Reid voted NFL’s top head coach for 
fourth straight preseason

NEW YORK
 

Kansas City Chiefs head 
coach Andy Reid has been 
voted the NFL's top head 
coach for the fourth consecu-
tive preseason in an annual 
survey, reaffirming his status 
as one of the league's most 
respected coaches despite the 
Chiefs enduring a disappoint-
ing 2025 campaign.

A panel of eight pro foot-
ball  writers ranked the 
league's top five coaches 
heading into the 2026 season. 
Reid secured five first-place 
votes and one second-place 
vote to finish at the top of the 
list, while Los Angeles Rams 
coach Sean McVay placed 
second after receiving the re-
maining three first-place 
votes.

Seattle Seahawks head 
coach Mike Macdonald, who 
guided his team to the Super 

Bowl title last season, fin-
ished third. San Francisco 
49ers coach Kyle Shanahan 
was ranked fourth, while 
Denver Broncos coach Sean 
Payton completed the top 
five.

Reid's selection comes de-
spite Kansas City finishing 
6-11 last season, ending a re-
markable run of 12 consecu-
tive winning seasons. The 
Chiefs' campaign was de-
railed by injuries, including a 
season-ending knee injury to 
star quarterback Patrick Ma-
homes in Week 15.

The veteran coach has en-
joyed a distinguished career 
with both the Philadelphia 
Eagles and Kansas City 
Chiefs. He led the Eagles to 
five NFC Championship 
Games and a Super Bowl 
appearance before 
joining the Chiefs, 
where he has deliv-

ered three Super Bowl titles, 
nine straight AFC West 
crowns and five Super Bowl 
appearances in six seasons.

Reid is fourth on the NFL's 
all-time coaching wins list 
with 307 victories.
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India’s Data Center market to hit $22 billion 
NEW DELHI 

 
India’s digital landscape is 
undergo ing  a  mass ive 
transformation, positioning 
the nation as a global pow-
erhouse for data infrastruc-
ture. A new report reveals 
that the country’s data cen-
ter capacity is set to surge 
from 1.5 gigawatts to near-
ly 6.5 gigawatts by 2030. 
This explosive growth is 
expected to create approxi-
mately one lakh specialized 
engineering jobs within the 
same timeframe, as the 
market valuation pushes 
past $22 billion.

The sector has already 
secured over $126 billion 
in  investment  commit-
ments. However, experts 
warn that this rapid expan-

sion faces a significant hur-
dle: a widening skills gap. 
To meet the growing de-
mand, industry leaders and 
policymakers must collab-

orate closely to ensure the 
workforce is prepared for 
the technical challenges 
ahead.

As artificial intelligence 
begins to drive roughly 30 
percent of total data center 
workloads, the nature of 
employment is shifting. 
Demand is spiking for pro-
fessionals proficient in AI 
infrastructure, cloud opera-
tions, and DevOps. Fur-
thermore, the physical con-
struction of these advanced 
facilities requires experts 
in specialized fields, in-
cluding liquid cooling sys-
tems, energy optimization, 

and power management.
Sachin Alug, CEO of 

NLB Services, emphasized 
that this transition is a vital 
nation-building opportuni-
ty.  “This is not simply 
about filling jobs; it  is 
about building a workforce 
capable of powering India’s 
digital economy for de-
cades to come,” he noted. 
By bridging the current gap 
between education and in-
dustry needs, India stands 
to turn its data center infra-
structure into a major en-
gine for long-term econom-
ic growth and professional 
development.

DATA’S NEW FRONTIER

QUICK READ

Subaru recalls 
 over half million  

US cars

BMW recalls 
thousands over 
 engine fire risk

India’s wholesale 
inflation hits double 

digits soon

WASHINGTON
Subaru is recalling more 
than 541,000 vehicles in 
the United States due to 

a labelling error. The 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administra-
tion announced that 

these cars were manu-
factured with an incor-
rect Gross Axle Weight 

Rating on their certifica-
tion labels. While this is-

sue involves a docu-
mentation mistake rath-

er than a mechanical 
failure, accurate weight 

ratings are crucial for 
vehicle safety and prop-

er loading. The auto-
maker is now working to 
address the error to en-

sure all vehicles meet 
federal compliance 

standards. Concerned 
owners should contact 
their local Subaru deal-
ers to verify if their spe-

cific vehicle is part of 
this recall.

WASHINGTON
German automaker 

BMW is recalling over 
29,000 vehicles across 

the United States due to 
a serious fire hazard. Ac-
cording to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, a faulty 
engine starter relay can 
corrode over time, po-
tentially causing over-

heating and dangerous 
short circuits. The recall 

specifically impacts 
several luxury models, 

including the 530e 
xDrive and various iPer-
formance vehicles. To 
ensure driver safety, 

BMW dealerships will 
replace the engine 

starter units for all af-
fected customers com-

pletely free of charge. 
Owners are urged to 

contact their local deal-
ers promptly to resolve 
this critical safety issue 
and prevent accidents.

NEW DELHI
India’s wholesale infla-

tion climbed to 9.87 
percent in June, up from 

9.68 percent in May. 
New government data 

shows rising costs 
across various sectors, 
impacting the overall 

Wholesale Price Index. 
While fuel and power 
inflation slowed down 

slightly to 27.41 percent, 
prices for primary arti-
cles and mineral oils 

surged. Meanwhile, food 
inflation remained 

steady at 6.14 percent. 
The government also 
updated its measure-

ment methods, using a 
new base year of 2022-
23 to better track pro-

ducer prices.
 As living costs rise, offi-
cials are closely watch-
ing these trends to un-
derstand the broader 

impact on the national 
economy.

Singapore Court denies 
Byju Raveendran jail relief

Byju Raveendran faces immediate imprisonment in Singapore after the High 
Court rejected his plea to pause a sentence.

SINGAPORE 
 

The legal troubles for Byju 
Raveendran have deepened 
significantly. The Singapore 
High Court has officially re-
jected the embattled edtech 
founder’s plea to pause a six-
month jail sentence. This rul-
ing means that Raveendran 
now faces immediate impris-
onment if he enters the city-
state, marking a major blow 
to his ongoing efforts to re-
solve his complex internation-
al legal battles.The prison 
term stems from a contempt 

of court ruling issued back in 
May. The court previously 
found that Raveendran failed 
to comply with specific orders 
regarding the disclosure of his 
personal assets. Additionally, 
he was directed to pay 
$90,000 in legal costs and pro-

vide documents regarding his 
ownership of Beeaar Investco 
Pte.Byju Raveendran contin-
ues to maintain his innocence. 
His legal representative, J. Mi-
chael McNutt, stated that his 
client denies intentionally vio-
lating any court mandates. The 
defence team insists that they 
will keep fighting for every 
available legal remedy to chal-
lenge the decision.This specif-
ic case was initiated by a sub-
sidiary of the Qatar Invest-
ment Authority, following 
disputes over investments 
made during the company’s 

restructuring phase. While 
Raveendran found some suc-
cess in a separate U.S. court 
case last December, where a 
$1 billion judgment was re-
versed, his situation in Singa-
pore remains precarious. As 
creditors and investors contin-
ue their global push for ac-
countability, Raveendran faces 
an increasingly difficult path. 
For now, he remains effective-
ly barred from Singapore un-
less he is prepared to serve his 
time, leaving his future and 
the remnants of his company’s 
legacy in serious doubt.

Key government 
officials receive 

tenure extensions
NEW DELHI 

 
The Indian government has 
announced several significant 
personnel updates, focusing 
on leadership continuity with-
in key ministries. In a series 
of high-level decisions, offi-
cials have received extensions 
to their current tenures to 
maintain stability across im-
portant administrative depart-
ments.

Saurabh Garg, the Secretary 
for the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementa-
tion, will remain in his role 
for an additional year. A re-
tired 1991-batch IAS officer, 
his contract now runs until 
July 31, 2027. He will also 
continue leading the National 
Statistical Commission. Sim-
ilarly, the government has ex-
tended the tenure of CBDT 
Chairman Ravi Agrawal. The 
1988-batch IRS officer will 
serve on a contract basis for 
six more months, keeping him 
in his position until December 
31, 2026.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) also saw 
major promotions as the Ap-
pointments Committee of the 
Cabinet elevated two Deputy 

Inspector Generals to the rank 
of Joint Directors. Atul Ku-
mar Thakur and Pankaj Ku-
mar Singh, both 2008-batch 
IPS officers, were promoted 
to these key investigative 
roles, with tenures spanning 
through late 2028.

Additional updates include 
the appointment of Rahul Ku-
mar as Officer on Special 
Duty to the Minister of State 
for Rural Development. 
Meanwhile, other officials, 
such as Krishna Kumar Ti-
wari and Sanap Bajirao Ram-
nath, received extensions on 
their ongoing central deputa-
tions. These strategic moves 
reflect the government's aim 
to balance experienced lead-
ership with fresh promotions, 
ensuring that vital administra-
tive functions continue run-
ning smoothly as the nation 
navigates its various ongoing 
developmental and fiscal re-
sponsibilities.

The Indian government 
has extended key tenures 
for officials like Saurabh 
Garg and Ravi Agrawal, 

while promoting new 
leadership within the CBI 

to ensure stability.

Google launched new AI initiatives in India, focusing on education, 
healthcare, and developer support to strengthen the local ecosystem.

‘GOOGLE ECOSYSTEM’ 
GENERATES BILLIONS FOR INDIA
BENGALURU 

 
Google has launched a major 
push to strengthen India’s ar-
tificial intelligence landscape. 
During the Google I/O Con-
nect India 2026 summit held 
in Bengaluru, the tech giant 
introduced several new AI-fo-
cused programs designed to 
support local developers, 
startups, enterprises, and edu-
cational institutions.

The company showcased 
significant growth, noting that 
its Android ecosystem and 
Play Store generated an im-
pressive ₹5.3 lakh crore for 
the Indian economy in 2025. 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar praised 
Google, highlighting its vital 

role in revolutionizing digital 
services and internet access 
across the nation.

Among the standout an-
nouncements, Google Deep-
Mind unveiled a free 56-hour 
AI Research Foundations cur-
riculum. Created in partner-
ship with NASSCOM and the 
Indian Institute of Science, 
this training aims to help 
learners master the develop-
ment of large language mod-
els. Furthermore, Google in-
troduced "ATL Saathi," a 
Gemini-powered virtual assis-
tant designed to aid teachers 
under the Atal Innovation 
Mission, starting with a pilot 
program in 100 schools.

In the healthcare sector, 
Google is collaborating with 

AIIMS Delhi. Researchers are 
utilizing the company’s 
MedGemma open-source 
models to build specialized 
tools for public health, which 
will eventually be shared with 
the broader developer com-
munity. 

Additionally, Google an-
nounced that its Gemini Live 
assistant now supports 25 In-
dian languages and dialects, 
including Sanskrit, Bhojpuri, 
and Maithili. By focusing on 
both infrastructure and acces-
sible education, Google aims 
to provide the essential guard-
rails and tools needed for In-
dian innovators to thrive safe-
ly in the rapidly advancing 
global era of artificial intelli-
gence.

Adani Electricity reduces 
power distribution losses

MUMBAI
 

Adan i  E l ec t r i c i t y  ha s 
achieved a major victory in its 
ongoing battle against illegal 
power usage. The company 
announced that it has success-
fully lowered its Aggregate 
Technical and Commercial 
(AT&C) losses to 4.46 per-
cent for the fiscal year 2025-
26, down from 4.7 percent the 
previous year. This improve-
ment ranks the company 
among the best-performing 
power distributors in India.

The effort is more than just 
about numbers, it is about 
fairness. When people steal 
electricity, it creates an unfair 
financial burden on honest 
customers who pay their bills 
on time. By stopping this 
theft, the company can keep 
electricity costs stable and fair 
for everyone.

To achieve these results, the 
company’s vigilance teams 
launched an aggressive cam-
paign. During the last year, 
they conducted over 36,000 
raids across their network. 
These operations were strate-
gically timed, with a 40 per-
cent increase in inspections 
held during holidays, early 
mornings, and late evenings 
to catch offenders off guard.

The crackdown led to the 
discovery of 5,897 cases of 

power theft. Authorities 
seized nearly 80 tons of ille-
gal wires used to bypass me-
ters. In total, the stolen elec-
tricity was valued at approxi-
mately Rs 43.39 crore. Nota-
ble cases included large-scale 
theft at industrial sites in 
Malad and Goregaon, where 
illegal direct connections 
were feeding heavy molding 
machinery.

Stealing power is a serious 
crime. Under the Electricity 
Act of 2003, it is a non-bail-
able offense that can result in 
heavy fines and up to three 
years in prison. Adani Elec-
tricity is working closely with 
the police to ensure that re-
sponsible face these conse-
quences.

A company spokesperson 
emphasized that power theft 
often happens in crowded ar-
eas, which puts dangerous 
stress on transformers and ca-
bles. By stopping these illegal 
connections, the company is 
not only protecting its reve-
nue but also making the local 
power grid safer and more 
reliable for every law-abiding 
citizen.

 The company plans to in-
tensify these efforts further to 
ensure that honest customers 
continue to receive high-qual-
ity service at competitive 
rates.

E20 Fuel Strategy to Reduce 
Import Dependency: CSIR Prez

NEW DELHI
 

As global energy markets face 
uncertainty, India’s push for 
E20 fuel - a blend of 20 per-
cent ethanol with gasoline, is 
gaining strong support from 
leading experts. Dr. Raghunath 
Anant Mashelkar, a renowned 
scientist and former head of 
the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), 
emphasized that ethanol is a 
proven, viable solution to help 
India achieve energy self-reli-
ance.Dr. Mashelkar pointed to 
Brazil’s successful track re-
cord as a model for the world. 
Brazil has powered its trans-
portation sector with ethanol 

for decades, proving that the 
technology is reliable and effi-
cient. By following this path, 
India can significantly cut its 
heavy reliance on imported 
crude oil, which currently 
makes the nation vulnerable to 
global supply chain disrup-
tions and political instability in 
energy-producing regions.

“We need self-reliance. We 
should produce our own fu-
els,” Dr. Mashelkar noted, 
highlighting that domestic pro-
duction is the most effective 
way to protect the country 
from volatile international 
markets.However, the expert 
also cautioned that while etha-
nol is a vital piece of the puz-

zle, it should not be the only 
one. He advocated for a di-
verse approach to clean ener-
gy. India should simultaneous-
ly invest in multiple alterna-
tives, including methanol, 
compressed biogas, and bio-
mass-based green hydrogen.A 
key part of his vision involves 
utilizing India’s abundant nat-
ural resources. Dr. Mashelkar 
highlighted that biomass, 
which effectively stores solar 
energy, should become a pri-
mary feedstock for the nation’s 
fuel production. He suggested 
that farmers could grow ener-
gy crops like Napier grass on 
degraded or semi-degraded 
land. 

Poultry industry targets steady FY27 growth
NEW DELHI 

 
India’s poultry sector is head-
ing for a bright year ahead. 
Recent reports indicate that 
the industry is projected to 
see revenues climb by ap-
proximately 6 to 7 percent 
during the fiscal year 2027. 
Along with this growth, prof-
it margins are expected to im-
prove by 50 to 100 basis 
points compared to the previ-

ous year.
The industry found stability 

throughout FY26, driven by 
strong production levels and 
resilient demand from retail 
stores, food-service business-
es, and institutional buyers. 
As a global leader in egg and 
poultry meat production, In-
dia continues to benefit from 
shifting dietary habits, in-
creasing urbanization, and 
greater affordability. Consum-

ers are increasingly prioritiz-
ing protein-rich diets, which 
keeps demand steadily climb-
ing.

Organized players, who 
currently control roughly 60 
to 65 percent of the market, 
are leading the charge. These 
companies have significantly 
boosted profitability through 
better pricing discipline, inte-
grated operations, and smarter 
feed procurement. Notably, a 

dip in maize prices during the 
last fiscal year provided 
much-needed relief to inte-
grated producers, helping 
them maintain healthier mar-
gins.

Looking ahead, the sector is 
investing in automation, pre-
cision nutrition, and advanced 
breeding practices to enhance 
productivity. Furthermore, the 
expansion of cold-chain infra-
structure and quick-service 

restaurants is opening new 
avenues for growth in pro-
cessed poultry. With India 
producing over 149 billion 
eggs annually, the nation re-
mains a cornerstone of the 
global  poul t ry  market , 
well-positioned to maintain 
i t s  hea l thy  momentum 
through the coming fiscal 
year while meeting rising do-
mestic and international 

demand.

Exporters gain 
duty-free access 

to UK
NEW DELHI 

 
A historic chapter in bilateral 
economic relations begins as the 
India-UK Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA) officially enters into 
force on July 15, 2026. Signed 
in July 2025, this landmark deal 
marks a significant milestone, 
aiming to deepen the strategic 
partnership between the two na-
tions and boost trade to a target 
of $100 billion by 2030.Under 
the new framework, Indian ex-
porters will gain zero-duty ac-
cess to nearly 99% of tariff lines 
in the UK market. This provides 
a massive competitive edge for 
labour-intensive sectors such as 
textiles, leather, footwear, and 
processed foods, which previ-
ously faced duties ranging from 
4% to 16%. Other key benefi-
ciaries include engineering 
goods, marine products, and 
gems and jewellery. 

Trump’s energy 
policies stall 

green 
investments

WASHINGTON 
 

The Trump administration’s 
recent shift in energy policy 
has triggered a significant 
economic downturn for the 
renewable sector. A new re-
port reveals that federal ac-
tions aimed at scaling back 
support for clean energy have 
led to the cancellation or de-
lay of $83 billion in project 
investments.

According to the analysis, 
223 major manufacturing and 
clean energy initiatives have 
stalled during President 
Trump's second term. These 
disruptions have jeopardized 
approximately 111,765 poten-
tial jobs. The coalition attri-
butes this decline directly to 
the administration’s signature 
tax and spending legislation, 
which repealed many of the 
clean energy incentives estab-
lished during the Biden era.

President Trump has con-
sistently argued that renew-
able sources, such as wind 
and solar, are unreliable and 
overly reliant on government 
subsidies. However, labour 
leaders argue that the admin-
istration's regulatory rollbacks 
go beyond just funding. 

India and Maldives progress on trade deal
NEW DELHI 

 
India and the Maldives have 
successfully concluded the 
first round of negotiations 
for a landmark Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). This de-
velopment marks a signifi-
cant step toward deepening 
economic ties between the 
two nations, which are cur-
rently celebrating 60 years 
of diplomatic partnership.

During these extensive 
talks, negotiating teams 
held eight technical sessions 
covering various policy ar-
eas. Officials reported sub-
stantial progress and broad 
agreement on multiple is-
sues, signalling a strong 

commitment to finalizing 
the framework. India’s del-
egation was led by Ujjwal 
Kumar Ghosh from the De-
partment of Commerce, 
while the Maldivian side 
was headed by Yusuf Riza.

Trade between the two 
neighbours has shown im-
pressive momentum, rising 
by over 13 percent to reach 
$771.76 mill ion in the 
2025–26 fiscal year. India 
currently stands as the Mal-
dives' second-largest trad-
ing partner, and both gov-
ernments view this new 
FTA as a vital tool to fur-
ther boost investment, im-
prove market access, and 
drive sustainable growth.
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India script history with commanding 
Lord's Test triumph over England

India produce complete team effort to register landmark Women's Test victory at Lord's.
LONDON

 
India created history by de-
feating England by a massive 
270 runs in the first-ever 
Women's Test played at the 
iconic Lord's, sealing one of 
their finest victories in the 
longest format with a clinical 
all-round performance.

Needing four wickets on 
the fourth morning, India 
wrapped up the contest by 
dismissing England for 186 in 
62.5 overs after setting the 
hosts an imposing target of 
457. Despite a determined 
half-century from Sophie Ec-
clestone, England never 
looked capable of pulling off 
the daunting chase.

The victory was built on 
outstanding performances 
across all departments. Smriti 

Mandhana and Yastika Bhatia 
laid the foundation with disci-
plined batting, while the 
bowlers exploited the Lord's 
conditions superbly to out-
class the hosts. Kranti Gaud 
emerged as the star with a 

memorable five-wicket haul, 
earning a place on the famous 
Lord's Honours Board for her 
remarkable spell.

India's pacers, led by Gaud 
and Sayali Satghare, made ex-
cellent use of the slope and 

seam movement, consistently 
troubling England's batters. 
Off-spinner Sneh Rana com-
plemented them perfectly by 
maintaining relentless pres-
sure and claiming key wick-
ets. Deepti Sharma cleaned up 
the tail with two quick dis-
missals before Rana produced 
a superb delivery to remove 
Ecclestone and complete the 
famous victory.

England resumed the day 
on 130 for six and delayed the 
inevitable for over 90 min-
utes. Amy Jones, the hosts' 
top scorer with 54, was the 
first batter dismissed on the 
final morning. Ecclestone 
fought hard despite being 
dropped twice, but lacked 
meaningful support as India's 
bowlers steadily closed in on 
victory.

The triumph underlined In-
dia's growing strength in 
women's Test cricket despite 
playing the format infrequent-
ly. It also extended India's 
impressive record against En-
gland, with four wins from 16 
Tests compared to England's 
solitary victory, which came 
in 1995.

Cricket legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar visited the Indian 
dressing room before play and 
later congratulated the players 
after the victory. ICC Chair-
man Jay Shah watched the 
action from the stands as In-
dia celebrated a landmark 
achievement at the Home of 
Cricket. The match also 
marked the farewell appear-
ance of England veterans 
Tammy Beaumont and former 
captain Heather Knight.

Lennox's five-for 
powers NZ to series-
levelling win over WI
PROVIDENCE

 
New Zealand bounced back 
strongly to defeat West Indies 
by five wickets in the second 
ODI at Providence Stadium, 
levelling the five-match series 
1-1 with a disciplined all-
round display led by left-arm 
spinner Jayden Lennox.

After losing the opening 
match by seven wickets, the 
visitors produced a much-im-
proved performance, 
bowling out West 
Indies for just 138 
before comfort-
ably chasing 
down the target 
with 17.2 overs 
to spare.

Lennox was 
the architect of 
New Zealand's vic-
tory, returning excep-
tional figures of 5/19 from 
eight overs. The spinner con-
sistently troubled the West 
Indies batters with his accura-
cy and variations, dismantling 
the middle and lower order 
after the hosts made a prom-
ising start.

Opener John Campbell top-
scored for West Indies with a 
brisk 43 off 41 deliveries, hit-
ting four boundaries and a 
six. Ackeem Auguste and 
Keacy Carty contributed 18 
runs each, while Amir Jangoo 
added 24. However, none of 
the batters could convert their 
starts into a substantial in-
nings as wickets fell at regu-
lar intervals.

Mitchell Santner and Mi-
chael Bracewell supported 
Lennox effectively with two 
wickets apiece, while Jacob 
Duffy and Matthew Fisher 
kept the scoring in check 
during the early overs to en-
sure West Indies never built 
meaningful partnerships.

In reply, New Zealand ex-

perienced a few 
anxious  mo-
ments despite 

the modest target. 
Will Young scored 

a fluent 28 off 31 
balls, while Henry Nicholls 
chipped in with 17 before 
both departed. West Indies 
briefly sensed an opening 
when Mark Chapman and 
Dean Foxcroft were dis-
missed without scoring.

Daryl Mitchell steadied the 
innings with a composed 28 
before skipper Tom Latham 
anchored the chase with a 
patient 37 off 61 deliveries. 
Bracewell then finished the 
job in style with an unbeaten 
24 as New Zealand reached 
141/5 in 32.4 overs.

Khary Pierre was the pick 
of the West Indies bowlers 
with 2/33, while Alzarri Jo-
seph and Gudakesh Motie 
claimed a wicket each. 

However, the hosts' modest 
total left little room for error.

The victory levels the se-
ries at 1-1 ahead of the third 
ODI on July 16, with both 
sides now eyeing the crucial 
advantage in what promises 
to be a closely contested five-
match series.

Jayden 
Lennox 

shines as New 
Zealand level ODI 

series with 
commanding 
five-wicket 

victory

Ryan ten Doeschate seeks India coaching 
exit amid personal commitments: Report

NEW DELHI
 

India assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate 
has reportedly expressed his desire to step 
down from his role with the national men's 
team, citing personal reasons, though the 
final decision rests with the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI) and head 
coach Gautam Gambhir.

According to a report, the former Nether-
lands all-rounder has informed the BCCI of 
his intention to leave after completing the 
ongoing ODI series against England. If his 
request is approved, the third and final ODI 
at Lord's on July 19 could mark his last as-
signment with the Indian team.

The report states that ten Doeschate's de-
cision is driven by family commitments 
rather than dissatisfaction with the role. 
With his wife balancing professional re-
sponsibilities in London and their three 
young sons at home, he is understood to be 
seeking a position that allows him to spend 
more time with his family and reduces the 
extensive travel associated with internation-
al coaching.

Ten Doeschate joined India's coaching 
setup in 2024 after Gambhir took over as 
head coach. His appointment came follow-
ing a successful working relationship 
with Gambhir during their stint to-
gether at the Kolkata Knight Riders 
in the Indian Premier League. Since 
then, the former all-rounder has 
become a key member of the sup-
port staff, contributing to player 
development, strategy and 
match preparation.

His initial contract with the BCCI is be-
lieved to have recently concluded, prompt-
ing discussions over his future. While the 
board is expected to consider his request, 
Gambhir's opinion is likely to play a signif-
icant role in the final decision.

The Indian head coach has often praised 
ten Doeschate's contribution and is known 
to value his tactical input. Reports suggest 
Gambhir may attempt to persuade him to 
continue, although no decision has been tak-
en yet.

The development comes at a difficult time 
for the Indian team, which has come under 
intense scrutiny following disappointing 
limited-overs series defeats to Ireland and 
England. The recent results have raised 
questions about the team's direction and the 
effectiveness of the support staff.

N e i - ther the BCCI nor ten Doeschate 
has officially commented 
on the report, and an an-
nouncement on his future 
is expected after the 
conclusion of the En-
gland ODI series.

Karthik dismisses speculation 
over Andy Flower's move to 
England Test coaching role

LONDON
 

Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
mentor Dinesh Karthik be-
lieves Andy Flower is unlike-
ly to leave the IPL champions 
for England's vacant Test 
coaching position, despite 
the former Zimbabwe 
captain emerging as 
one of the leading con-
tenders to replace 
Brendon McCullum.

The England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
is searching for a new Test 
coach af ter  McCul lum 
stepped down following En-
gland's 2-1 home series defeat 
to New Zealand. Flower, who 
previously enjoyed a success-
ful stint as England coach, 
has been widely tipped as a 
strong candidate, with former 
England captain Nasser Hus-
sain also endorsing his cre-
dentials.

However, Karthik feels 
Flower's existing commit-
ments with RCB and the in-
creasingly demanding inter-
national and franchise calen-
dar make such a move im-
probable.

"In all seriousness, I think 
he'll be a great candidate. He 
definitely should be one of 
the names considered, but I 
would be very surprised if he 
took it, considering where 
England are and his packed 
schedule," Karthik said.

Recent reports suggested 
the ECB could allow Flower 
to continue coaching RCB 
while also taking charge of 
England's Test side. Karthik, 
however, questioned the prac-
ticality of such an arrange-
ment, pointing to the growing 

overlap between the 
IPL and the interna-

tional calendar.
He cited recent de-

bates over player availability, 
including Jacob Bethell and 
Jofra Archer, as examples of 
how scheduling conflicts can 
create controversy and disrupt 
team preparations.

Karthik also highlighted 
Flower's long-term commit-
ment to RCB, arguing that 
England would find it diffi-
cult to accept their head coach 
missing parts of an important 
Test season because of IPL 
responsibilities.

He noted that England's 
scheduled Test against Ban-
gladesh next May could clash 
with the IPL, potentially forc-
ing Flower to choose between 
franchise and international 
commitments at a crucial 
stage.

Flower guided Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru to their 
maiden IPL title earlier this 
year and remains central to 
the franchise's future plans. 
His tactical expertise and 
leadership have earned wide-
spread praise, making him 
one of the most respected 
coaches in world cricket.

The ECB is expected to fi-
nalise McCullum's successor 
in the coming months.

Jaffer says India rushed 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's 
debut amid media hype

New Delhi: Former India batter Wasim Jaffer has criti-
cised the Indian team management for rushing teenage 
batting sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi into the nation-
al side, saying the decision appeared to have been in-
fluenced by intense public and media pressure rather 
than long-term planning.

Jaffer said the 15-year-old should have been allowed 
more time to develop before making his international 
debut. He argued that Sanju Samson, who was instru-
mental in India's T20 World Cup triumph, deserved a 
longer run despite a string of low scores.

Sooryavanshi eventually made his debut against En-
gland after Samson was dropped following three disap-
pointing innings. However, the youngster failed to make 
a significant impact in the three T20Is he played and 
was subsequently left out of the final match of the se-
ries, with Samson returning to the playing XI.

"I think we rushed Vaibhav's inclusion. 
There was a lot of media hype around him, and the 

public was very emotional about seeing him play. India 
should have continued with Sanju Samson," 
Jaffer said. He added that the teenager 
would have benefited from spending 
more time around the squad, learning 
from senior players and understanding 
the demands of international cricket be-
fore being handed an opportunity.

Jaffer also suggested the team man-
agement had been "carried away" by 
the excitement surrounding 
Sooryavanshi, leading to in-
consistent selection deci-
sions. According to him, if 
the selectors truly believed 
Samson was out of form, 
they should have backed 
the youngster for a 
longer period instead 
of recalling Samson 
af ter  just  three 
matches.

T h e  f o r m e r 
opener also ques-
tioned Samson's 
omission from In-
dia's upcoming t o u r  o f 
Zimbabwe. The selectors have not 
clarified whether the wicketkeep-
er-batter has been rested or 
dropped, a move Jaffer described 
as surprising.

He maintained that Samson de-
serves regular opportunities because 
T20Is remain the only format he cur-
rently plays for India.

India eyes ODI rotation 
policy as World Cup 

preparations gather pace
NEW DELHI

 
The Indian team management 
is reportedly planning to in-
troduce a rotation policy for 
senior players in the ODI for-
mat as it begins preparations 
for the 2027 World Cup, with 
the aim of building squad 
depth while ensuring experi-
enced campaigners remain 
fresh for the marquee event.

According to a report, the 
management, led by head 
coach Gautam Gambhir, 
wants to periodically rest vet-
erans such as Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli to provide 
opportunities for younger 
players and test the team's 
bench strength ahead of next 
year's World Cup in South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

The proposal, however, is 
expected to present a signifi-
cant challenge as Rohit and 
Kohli now feature only in 
ODI cricket for India. With 
limited international appear-
ances in the format, convinc-
ing the experienced duo to 
miss matches could prove 
difficult, especially when they 
also need adequate game time 
to maintain form and rhythm.

The report claimed that In-
dia had considered resting 
Rohit during the third ODI 
against Afghanistan last 
month to accommodate Yash-

asvi Jaiswal at the top of the 
order. Instead, captain Shub-
man Gill moved himself to 
No. 3, allowing Rohit and 
Jaiswal to open the innings 
together. Despite scoring two 
centuries in his last three 
ODIs, Jaiswal has not been 
included for the ongoing En-
gland series.

The management is also un-
derstood to be keen on pre-
paring reliable backup op-
tions, including an additional 
wicketkeeper to support first-
choice gloveman KL Rahul, 
while ensuring replacements 
are ready if injuries strike se-
nior players before the World 
Cup.

A team source quoted in the 
report said the objective is to 
avoid a situation where an ex-
perienced player is unavail-
able and the replacement 
lacks sufficient international 
exposure.

Ahead of the opening ODI 
against England, Gill dis-
missed suggestions that India 
have an unsettled playing XI. 

Sindhu cruises into Japan 
Open second round; Satwik-

Chirag retire injured
TOKYO

 
Two-time Olympic medallist 
P.V. Sindhu made a confident 
start to her Japan Open cam-
paign by storming into the sec-
ond round with a straight-game 
victory, while India's premier 
men's doubles pair of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty were forced to retire be-
cause of injury.

World No. 10 Sindhu looked 
in complete control throughout 
her opening-round clash against 
Malaysia's Wong Ling Ching, 
defeating the world No. 37 21-
14, 21-11 in the BWF Super 750 
tournament. The Indian ace dic-
tated proceedings from the out-
set, mixing powerful smashes 
with delicate net play and pre-
cise drop shots to keep her op-
ponent under constant pressure. 
Sindhu established an early lead 
in the opening game and never 
allowed Wong an opportunity to 

stage a comeback.
She raced to an 11-6 advan-

tage at the mid-game interval 
before closing out the first game 
with ease. The second game fol-
lowed a similar pattern as Sind-
hu surged to an 11-3 lead before 
extending her dominance to 
comfortably seal the match in 
straight games.

In the men's doubles competi-
tion, however, there was disap-
pointment for India as world No. 
4 pair Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty retired from 
their opening-round contest 
against Denmark's Daniel Lund-
gaard and Mads Vestergaard af-
ter losing the first game 19-21.

Satwiksairaj's recurring shoul-
der injury forced the pair to 
withdraw, dealing another set-
back after they had also pulled 
out of last month's Indonesia 
Open despite ending a two-year 
title drought by winning the Sin-
gapore Open earlier this season.

British Open 
returns to Royal 

Birkdale as golf's 
final major tees off
Southport: The spotlight 
shifts to England's iconic Roy-
al Birkdale this week as the 
world's leading golfers assem-
ble for the 2026 British Open, 
the final major championship 
of the season, with defending 
champion Scottie Scheffler 
aiming to add another chapter 
to his remarkable career.

Royal Birkdale, regarded as 
one of the finest links courses 
in the world, returns to the 
Open rota for the first time 
since 2017. The par-70 layout 
stretches 7,223 yards and is ex-
pected to test players with its 
demanding bunkers, unpredict-
able coastal winds and fast-run-
ning fairways.

Scheffler arrives as the de-
fending champion after claim-
ing last year's Open at Royal 
Portrush by four strokes with a 
closing 68. The American now 
has the opportunity to become 
only the ninth player since 1934 
to win a major championship in 
three consecutive years. How-
ever, he enters the tournament 
after missing the cut at last 
week's Scottish Open—his first 
missed cut in almost four years.

The field also includes sever-
al experienced campaigners 
with fond memories of Royal 
Birkdale. Padraig Harrington, 
David Duval, Stewart Cink and 
Justin Rose are the only players 
competing this week who also 
featured in the Opens held at the 
venue in 1998, 2008 and 2017.


