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India-US trade deal nears ‘landing point’: Jaishankar
‘IRONING OUT DIFFERENCES’

NEW DELHI
 

India and the US are con-
tinuing to engage to iron out 
differences on the proposed 
trade deal, and negotiations 
are heading towards a 
“landing point,” External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar has said, while noting 
that the core fundamentals 
of the bilateral strategic 
partnership remain un-
changed.

His remarks on the trade 
negotiations came over a 
week after Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said the 
talks on the trade deal have 
reached a “plateau”.

“I think we are waiting on 
a few things. I wouldn’t be 
comfortable spilling the 

beans in public,” he said at 
the Bloomberg New Econo-
my Forum on Tuesday eve-

ning when asked about the 
status of the negotiations 
between the two sides.

Jaishankar said India’s 
trade minister, the US Trade 
Representative (USTR) and 
other officials concerned are 
engaged in talks to move 
forward on the bilateral 
trade pact.

“When countries negoti-
ate with an economy like 
the US, obviously one part 
of it is what you work out 
between yourselves and the 
US, and one part of it is 
how do you fare vis-a-vis 
competitive economies.

“And that part of it is not 
entirely clear because not 
everybody has worked out a 
deal. I think people, the 
trade ministers, USTR (US 
Trade Representative) there 
and our Commerce and In-
dustry Minister are there 

working on that. They’re 
ironing it out,” he said.

“My sense is that this is 
an issue which is heading 
towards a landing point,” 
Jaishankar said.

India and the US have 
been in talks since early 
2025 on the proposed trade 
pact to address tariff fric-
tion, eliminate non-tariff 
barriers, and boost bilateral 
market access.

India is seeking better tar-
iffs than its competitors for 
its goods in the US market.

Earlier this month, US 
Trade Representative Jamie-
son Greer said the United 
States and India were work-
ing to finalise a bilateral 
trade deal, but an agreement 
was not imminent.
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NEGOTIATION SUM UP
Core context: Both India and the US 

have been negotiating a trade pact 
since early 2025 to address tariff fric-

tions, eliminate non-tariff barriers, 
and expand bilateral market access.

Competitive factor: EAM Jais-
hankar noted that the final outcome 
depends not only on bilateral terms 
between India and the US, but also 
on how India fares relative to com-

peting economies that are negotiat-
ing separate deals with Washington.

Active officials: Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and the office of 
the US Trade Representative (USTR) are actively engaged in ironing out the details.

Recent background: The optimistic update follows remarks from FM Nirmala Sithar-
aman a week earlier, who noted that talks had previously hit a temporary “plateau”.

Flydubai scare: Air 
France bans Pak pilots 

on Israel flights
PARIS

Air France has barred pilots and cabin 
crew from Pakistan and several other 

countries from operating flights to 
and from Israel, following stricter avi-

ation restrictions imposed by Israeli 
authorities. The move comes after an 
alleged hijacking attempt involving a 

Flydubai flight in September, prompt-
ing airlines to reassess crew deploy-

ment and security procedures. The re-
strictions reportedly cover nationals 

of countries that do not maintain dip-
lomatic relations with Israel. US-

based United Airlines has also in-
formed its pilots and cabin crew about 

nationality-based restrictions, while 
Czech airline Smartwings has con-

firmed that it will comply with the Is-
raeli requirements. The developments 

could have wider implications for in-
ternational airlines employing crew 

members from affected countries.

Saudi overturns death 
sentence for SL man  
over FB comment
COLOMBO
Saudi Arabia’s Supreme Court has set 
aside the death sentence handed to Sri 
Lankan Hindu migrant worker, Anojan Si-
varasa, over a Facebook comment 
deemed insulting to Islam and Prophet 
Muhammad, following sustained diplo-
matic and legal efforts by Colombo. Sri 
Lanka’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, For-
eign Employment and Tourism confirmed 
the development in a statement issued 
on Wednesday, saying the Saudi Supreme 
Court has set aside the death sentence 
on (October 13). Sivarasa’s (24) ordeal 
began after an incident during a Hindu 
pilgrimage in Sri Lanka in late June. Foot-
age showing a young Muslim man kicking 
a dog following Hindu pilgrims circulated 
on social media, trigging a heated ex-
change between users. During which, a 
user posted derogatory remarks about a 
Hindu deity, to which Sivarasa responded 
in Tamil with a comment about Prophet 
Muhammad. He deleted the comment 
soon and posted an apology video.

QUICK READ

DRY SPELL HITS K'TAKA HARD
9 more taluks declared drought-hit; total rises to 226; relief memo to be ready in a week: DyCM
 The 2026 Southwest monsoon in Karnataka 
has been declared the state's second lowest in 

70 years, causing a catastrophic agricultural  
crisis and severe widespread water scarcity. 

 Pushed into deep distress by a 30% to 35% 
overall rainfall deficit, the state government 

has officially declared 226 out of its 240  
taluks as drought-hit as of October 14.

 Driven by a powerful El Niño system, the underper-
forming monsoon has left approximately 79 out of 122 

monsoon days completely dry, resulting in withered 
standing crops and major socioeconomic pressure.

BENGALURU
 

The number of drought-af-
fected taluks in Karnataka 
has risen to 226, with nine 
more being added to the list 
on Wednesday, Deputy Chief 
Minister G Parameshwara 
said. He also said the state 
government is preparing a 
final memorandum to seek 
drought relief from the Cen-
tre.

Speaking to reporters here, 
Parameshwara, who also 
holds the Revenue portfolio, 
said the final memorandum 
detailing the drought-related 
losses across the state is ex-
pected to be ready within a 
week.

“Ground-truthing has been 
completed in the nine newly 
identified taluks, while as-
sessment under the Trigger-1 
criteria is underway in some 
of the remaining taluks. 
Those that qualify will also 
be taken up for ground-truth-
ing,” he said. 

The total estimated loss 
and the amount of relief to be 
sought from the Centre will 
be determined after the mem-
orandum is finalised, in ac-
cordance with the National 
Disaster Response Fund 
(NDRF) guidelines, he said.

“Last year, we sought 
around Rs 18,000 crore in 
drought relief. This year, loss-
es have occurred across almost 

the entire state, and 226 taluks 
have already been declared 
drought-affected. If more ta-
luks qualify, the losses will 
increase further,” Paramesh-
wara said. 

He further mentioned that 
both he and Chief Minister D 
K Shivakumar had urged the 
Centre to relax the NDRF 
norms for drought relief.

Though the Union Agricul-

ture Minister had assured them 
the request would be exam-
ined, the state had not received 
any further response so far, he 
said. 

Once the final memorandum 
is ready, the government will 
decide on sending a delegation 
comprising the Chief Minister, 
the Deputy Chief Minister and 
others to Delhi to submit it to 
the Centre and seek appropri-
ate relief, Parameshwara said.

Addressing another critical 
issue, the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said the state Cabinet 
would meet on Thursday and 
discuss the High Court verdict 
concerning reservation for 
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes.

The Cabinet will decide 
whether the government 
should appeal against the ver-
dict in the Supreme Court or 
seek the inclusion of the res-
ervation law in the Ninth 
Schedule of the Constitution, 
he said. Further action would 
be taken based on the Cabi-
net’s decision, Parameshwara 
added. 

The Karnataka High Court 
on Monday struck down pro-
visions of a 2022 state law 
that increased reservation 
for Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
from 15 to 17% and for 
Scheduled Tribes (STs) from 
3 to 7%, holding that the en-
hanced quota breached the 
50% ceiling.

DROUGHT: CORE DETAILS
Newly-added taluks - 9:

Ground verification

Relief memorandum

Delegation plan

• Severely drought-affected: Sakleshpur (Hassan district)
• �Moderately drought-affected: Khanapur (Belagavi), Hosanagara & Sagara (Shivamogga) , 

Puttur, Moodbidri, and Mulki (Dakshina Kannada), and Joida and Dandeli (Uttara Kannada).

Field inspections and ground-truthing have been completed for the newly added 
taluks, while assessment under Trigger-1 criteria continues for remaining regions.

The Karnataka government is preparing a comprehensive final memorandum de-
tailing state-wide losses to submit to the Central Government under the National 
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) guidelines, expected to be ready within a week.

A high-level delegation led by the CM and DyCM plans to travel to New Delhi to 
push for financial assistance.

 

DKS seeks Czech investments 
beyond Bengaluru

Shivakumar highlights 
opportunities in energy, 

automobile 
manufacturing, 

aerospace, defence and 
emerging mobility 

technologies.

BENGALURU

A delegation led by Czech 
Deputy Prime Minister Karel 
Havlíček met Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar at Vidhana 
Soudha here on Wednesday to 
discuss investment and indus-
trial cooperation.

“Karnataka will be a long-
term partner of the Czech Re-
public, and Czech companies 
should invest in different dis-
tricts of the state instead of 
limiting themselves to Bengal-
uru,” Shivakumar said.

The CM highlighted Karna-
taka’s strengths in agriculture, 
horticulture, forestry and flori-
culture, besides its established 
industrial and technology eco-
system.

He said Karnataka offered 
significant opportunities in en-
ergy, given its large power re-
quirements and established re-
newable energy infrastructure.

The government was sup-
porting prospective investors 
through Invest Karnataka, Kar-
nataka Udyog Mitra, the Kar-
nataka Industrial Areas Devel-
opment Board and the sin-
gle-window clearance system, 
he said.

The state aims to attract in-
vestments that bring advanced 
technology, strengthen local 
industries, generate quality em-
ployment and boost exports.

Describing Bengaluru as a 
major technology, research and 
entrepreneurship hub, Shivaku-
mar said its engineering talent, 
industrial base and startup eco-
system could help Czech com-
panies expand in India. He also 
called for partnerships between 
Czech research institutions and 
Karnataka’s universities and 
industries.

India and the Czech Repub-
lic agreed on a Strategic Part-

nership on Innovation in Janu-
ary 2024, creating a framework 
for cooperation in emerging 
technologies, research and 
startups.

Citing companies such as 
Škoda Auto, Bata and Doosan 
Škoda Power, Shivakumar 
called for deeper industrial col-
laboration and partnerships 
with Karnataka-based firms.

Investment opportunities
• �Energy: Solar power, hydropower and 

emerging energy technologies

• �Automobiles: Components, electric 
vehicles and next-generation mobility

• �Aerospace and defence: Manufactur-
ing and technology cooperation

• �Engineering: Precision engineering, 
machinery & specialised manufacturing

• �Research: Applied research, innova-
tion and skill development

Karnataka will be a long-term 
partner of the Czech Republic, & 
Czech companies should invest in 

different districts of the state instead 
of limiting themselves to Bengaluru.

- D K Shivakumar, Chief Minister

Czech expertise in precision engineering, machinery, automobile components and trans-
port technology complements Karnataka’s manufacturing, aerospace and electronics 

sectors. The state is seeking investments that go beyond Bengaluru, bringing technology, 
strengthening local enterprises and creating skilled jobs. Cooperation between universi-
ties, research institutions and industries could also support innovation and the commer-

cial application of emerging technologies. The government’s investment facilitation 
agencies are expected to help companies identify locations and navigate approvals.

BUILDING INDUSTRIAL PARTNERSHIPS

Sudha Yadav to be sworn in 
as Governor on Oct 16

Bengaluru: Sudha Ya-
dav, who has been ap-
pointed the new Gov-
ernor of Karnataka, 
will take the oath of 
office at Raj Bhavan 
here on October 16. 
The swearing-in cere-
mony is scheduled to 
begin at 10 am. 

The Chief Justice 
of the Karnataka 
High Court will ad-
minister the oath of 
office to Yadav. 

Yadav, who hails 
from Haryana, was 
appointed Karnataka 
Governor as part of a 
reshuffle of guberna-
torial appointments 
announced by Presi-
dent Droupadi Mur-
mu. Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar, out-
g o i n g  G o v e r n o r 
Thaawarchand Gehlot, 
cabinet ministers, leg-
islators, opposition 
leaders and other dig-
nitaries are expected 
to attend the ceremo-
ny, as per reports.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar meets outgoing 
Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot at 
Lok Bhavan in Bengaluru on Wednesday and 
thanks him on behalf of the state government.

FAREWELL TO GOVERNOR

‘All countries regardless of size 
must make own choices’

NEW DELHI
 

India envisions an Indo-Pacif-
ic where all nations — large 
and small — can make inde-
pendent choices, protect their 
interests, and pursue peaceful 
development, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh said on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at ASEAN- India 
Defence Think Tank Forum, 
Singh emphasised that India 
and the 10-nation regional 
grouping ASEAN (Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions) share a clear interest 
in maintaining an open, 
stable, and inclusive In-
do-Pacific.

He also called for respecting 
state sovereignty, abiding by 
international law, and keeping 
dialogue channels open to col-
lectively address both conven-
tional and emerging "border-
less challenges." The region is 
witnessing rapid changes in 
the face of growing strategic 
competition and pressure, and 
no country alone can address 
the challenges, he said.

Singh underlined 
the need to discuss 

differences "early and peace-
fully", before they become dis-
putes, and pitched for a region-
al order where countries work 
together without being forced 
to choose sides.

His remarks came amid in-
creasing global concerns over 
China's increasing military as-
sertiveness in the Indo-Pacific. 
"India believes that security is 

strengthened when countries 
build capacity together, re-
spect international law and 
maintain trust through dia-
logue," he said.

He highlighted the centu-
ries-old close ties between In-
dia and Southeast Asia and 
reiterated that the New Delhi's 
Act East policy is a long-term 
commitment to working with 
the region as an equal partner.

"India's approach and ASE-
AN's outlook on the Indo-Pa-
cific can complement each 
other. We should strengthen 
cooperation, not create compe-
tition between regional fo-
rums," he said.

“Keeping the Indian Ocean 
and the waters of Southeast 
Asia safe is a shared responsi-
bility as they are part of one 
connected maritime space, cru-
cial for trade, energy, people 
and essential goods.”

Strengthening maritime do-
main awareness, interoperabil-
ity, and collaboration in under-
water awareness will be key to 
ensuring a stable, rule-based 
maritime order, he said.

Rajnath puts forth key 
principles for ASEAN

 Sovereignty and international 
law: Respecting state sovereignty and 
abiding by international law.
 No forced alignment: Fostering a 
regional order where nations can work 
together without being pressured to 
choose sides between major powers.
 Dialogue and trust: Resolving dif-
ferences peacefully and early through 
open channels of communication.

 Shared security: Addressing 
maritime and emerging "bor-

derless" challenges—such 
as AI, cyber threats, & 
drones—through collec-
tive capacity-building.

Jailing youth is 
cowardice: Rahul
New Delhi: Congress MP and 
other Opposition leaders have 
criticised the five-day judicial 
custody of Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP) leaders Saurav Das 
and Ashutosh Ranka for tres-
passing into Jantar Mantar, 
which was recently denotified 
as a designated protest site.

“Waving the Tricolour at 
Jantar Mantar in a peaceful 
protest is not a crime. Jailing 
youth for it is an act of coward-
ice,” He said in a post on X. 
The Congress leader said stu-
dents, young people, journal-
ists and the INDIA bloc were 
united by a common cause de-
spite protesting under different 
banners. “Different banners, 
one cause. All protests are one: 
citizens demanding their con-
stitutional rights,” he said and 
asserted that Jantar Mantar be-
longed to the people of India 
and vowed to reclaim the pro-
test site.

Earlier in the day, Das and 
Ranka were sent to Tihar Jail 
on charges of violating their 
peace bonds which they signed 
on October 10 and trespassing 
into Jantar Mantar without any 
authorisation. 

Another blow to 
Akhilesh: 3 rebel SP 

MLAs join BJP
Lucknow: Almost two years 
after they defied the party 
whip and voted for the BJP 
candidates in the Rajya Sabha 
polls in Uttar Pradesh and later 
expelled, three rebel Samajwa-
di Party (SP) MLAs Rakesh 
Pratap Singh, Abhai Singh and 
Vinod Chaturvedi on Wednes-
day formally joined the saffron 
party.

Three joined the BJP at an 
event held at the residence of 
Rakesh Pratap Singh at 
Gauriganj in Amethi in the 
presence of former union min-
ister Smriti Irani and state BJP 
president Pankaj Chaudhary.

SP had expelled all the three 
legislators around two years 
back after they cross voted in 
favour of the BJP nominees in 
the RS polls in 2024.

While Rakesh Singh was an 
MLA from Gauriganj, Abhai 
Singh represents Gosaiganj 
seat  in Ayodhya.  Vinod 
Chaturvedi is an MLA from 
Kalpi in Jalaun district in Bun-
delkhand. As per sources, some 
other rebel SP MLAs including 
Manoj Pandey could also join 
the BJP in the days to come.
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– A Planned BDA Layout in  

North Bengaluru

Dr. K. Shivarama Karanth Layout 

Your Opportunity to Own a BDA Site
D.K. Shivakumar

Chief Minister of Karnataka

2,815 SITES
Open for Public Allotment
30x40 ft. 40 x 60 ft. 50 x 80 ft.

Bangalore Development Authority
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru, 560020

24/7 Helpline / WhatsApp: 94831 66622
https://bdakarnataka.in / @BDAOfficialGoK

Regarding the Allotment, applicants should not be misled by any middle men/brokers and for any queries contact the Authority directly.

Site Size
No. of 
Sites  

Available

Provisional Site 
Value (in )

Registration  
Fee (in )

Initial Deposit (in )

Cat-1/SC/ST Others

30X40 Ft.  
9X12 Mtr. 2,500 69,75,072/- 2,000/- 3,48,754/- 8,71,884/-

40X60 Ft.  
12X18 Mtr. 300 1,39,50,144/- 4,000/- 6,97,507/- 17,43,768/-

50X80 Ft.  
15X24 Mtr. 15 2,32,50,240/- 5,000/- 11,62,512/- 29,06,280/-

With a legacy of shaping Bengaluru 
through planned development,  
BDA brings you premium sites in  
Dr. K. Shivarama Karanth Layout.  
Choose a site and take the first step 
towards creating an address  
that is truly your own.
N.A. Haris
Chairman, Bangalore Development Authority  
& MLA, Shanthinagar Assembly Constituency

Allotment Rate
 6,000 PER SQ. FT. 
 64,584 PER SQ. METRE

     500 for Category-1/SC/ST 
 1,000 for all other categories

   5% concession on site value for persons with disability - Subject to a maximum of 1 lakh, as applicable under 
Government/BDA rules.

   Site value indicated above is provisional and is subject to revision in accordance with the notification. Number of 
sites is also subject to change.

Application Fee

How Will Allotment Be Decided?
• Allotment shall be made in accordance with 

the: BDA (ALLOTMENT OF SITES) RULES, 1984
• Within the respective category, eligible 

previous attempts are taken into account.

Know How Your Attempts Are ounted
• Applying for the same or a smaller site? 

Eligible previous attempts for the same or 
larger dimensions may be considered as 
provided under BDA Rules.

• Applying for a larger site? Previous attempts 
made for a smaller dimension will not be 
counted.

• Where eligible applicants with an equal 
number of attempts exceed the number of sites 
available in that category, preference shall be 
determined in accordance with the applicable 
BDA Rules, including age priority where 
prescribed.

• The allotment process is completely 
transparent and based on a computerised, 
system-driven logic.

How to Apply? Follow these 5 Simple Steps

1. CHOOSE YOUR  
SITE SIZE

2. REGISTER &  
APPLY ONLINE

3. PAY THE APPLICABLE 
AMOUNT 4. UPLOAD YOUR DOCUMENTS 5. VERIFY & 

SUBMIT

30 x 40 ft.
40 x 60 ft.
50 x 80 ft.

Please Note: 
20 x 30 ft. sites are 

not available for 
application under 
this notification.

https:-bdakarnataka.in
Applications shall be 

submitted online only. 
Assistance for online 

application is available 
through: Bangalore One 

| Karnataka
One Grama One | BDA  

Premises | Designated 
Bank Branches

Application Fee +  
Registration Fee +

Initial Deposit Payment 
shall be made after 

generation of the 
applicable challan / 

payment instructions 
through RTGS/ NEFT/
DD/Bank Transfer at 

the Designated Banks.

Keep the following ready, 
wherever applicable:
Domicile Certificate / 
Bank Passbook front 

page/Cancelled Cheque 
Employment Certificate/

Caste Certificate Disability 
Certificate Servicemen/

Ex-Servicemen Certificate/
Specimen Signature / Bank 

Challan Payment details 
Permitted formats: JPEG/

PG/PNG/PDF, subject to 
prescribed file-size limits.

Important: 
Check all details 
carefully before 

final submission.
Once finally 

submitted, the 
application 

cannot be edited.

DESIGNATED BANKS: Canara Bank | Axis Bank | Punjab National Bank | |South Indian Bank | HDFC Bank | Karnataka Bank 
 | Federal Bank | Kotak Mahindra Bank | Bank of Baroda | State Bank of India

1.  You are 18 years or above as on the date of notification.

2.   You have been a domicile of Karnataka for at least 15 years prior 
to registration, subject to relaxations available to specified 
categories under BDA Rules.

3.   You fulfil the property ownership / previous allotment eligibility 
conditions prescribed under the BDA (Allotment of Sites) Rules, 
1984.

4.   Special provisions relating to domicile and eligibility apply to specified 
categories including eligible All India Service officers and serving 
defence personnel as prescribed under the Rules.

W
ho

 C
an

 A
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? 
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u 
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n 
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pl

y 
if

Dr. G. Parameshwara 
Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister

Application Submission Deadline Extended to

31st OCTOBER 2026
12 Noon
APPLY ONLINE https://bdakarnataka.in
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CH NEWS,  UDUPI

Gangolli police station in 
Udupi district has secured 
seventh place among Karna-
taka’s 10 best-performing po-
lice stations over the past de-
cade, earning recognition for 
its performance and bringing 
distinction to the district po-
lice department.

The ranking follows an as-
sessment covering the 10-
year period beginning Janu-
ary  1, 2016, during which 
police stations across the 
state were evaluated on 14 

departmental performance pa-
rameters. Based on key per-
formance indicators (KPIs), 
the assessment carried a total 
of 100 marks and identified 
the 10 stations that delivered 
the best overall performance. 
Gangolli was the only police 
station from the district to 
make the list.

Gangolli police station, 
which comes under the Byn
door circle of the Kundapur 
police sub-division, secured 
seventh place with a score of 
67.22, emerging as the sole 
representative from Udupi 

district among the state’s top 
10 police stations.

Yapaladinni police station 
in Raichur district topped the 
rankings. The remaining sta-
tions, in order of merit, were 
Nanjangud Rural police sta-
tion in Mysuru district, Nare
gal police station in Gadag 
district, Shaktinagar police 
station in Raichur district, 
Hulsur police station in Bidar 
district, Mulagund police sta-
tion in Gadag district, Gan
golli police station in Udupi 
district, Nargund police sta-
tion in Gadag district, Ida

panur police station in Rai
chur district and Gadag Town 
police station in Gadag dis-
trict.

The police department de-
veloped a Key Performance 
Indicator (KPI) framework 
covering 14 parameters relat-

ed to policing and departmen-
tal functioning. Individual 
parameters carried weightings 
of five or 10 marks, adding up 
to a total of 100 marks.

The assessment examined 
several aspects of police 
work, including reducing 
road accidents, filing charge 
sheets, implementing e-beat 
policing, using e-Sakshya for 
electronic evidence and issu-
ing e-summons.
Records and response
The maintenance of records 
relating to offenders and row-
dy-sheeters, along with appro-

priate action against them, 
also formed part of the assess-
ment. Other parameters in-
cluded the prompt disposal of 
complaint petitions, respon-
siveness towards the public 
and various other depart-
ment-related activities.

Gangolli police station’s 
seventh-place finish in the 
state-wide assessment marks 
a significant achievement for 
Udupi district, with its perfor-
mance measured against a 
broad set of operational and 
public-service indicators over 
the 10-year period.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The government has received 
several requests from politi-
cians, social thinkers, reli-
gious elders and various orga-
nizations of Dakshina Kanna-
da district to rename Dakshi
na Kannada distr ict  as 
‘Mangaluru District’. Taking 
into account the public de-
mand and administrative con-
venience, it is proposed to 
rename Dakshina Kannada 
district as Mangaluru District.

In accordance with the 
guidelines of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of 
India and in accordance with 
the powers conferred under 
Section 4(4A) of the Karnata-
ka Land Revenue Act, 1964, 
any suggestions/opinions re-
ceived from the public re-
garding the renaming of 
Dakshina Kannada district as 
Mangaluru District will be 
considered.

Public comments and sug-
gestions on renaming Dakshi
na Kannada distr ict  as 
Mangaluru District can be 
submitted in writing or by 
e-mail to any of the three of-
fices listed within 30  days 
from the date of publication 
of this notification in the Ga-
zette, a statement from the 
District Magistrate’s Office 
said.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The erosion of values and 
sanctity in the fields of poli-
tics, education, health, and 
religion is a cause for con-
cern. In such times, the print 
media must not lose sight of 
its ethical responsibilities. Dr. 
M. Mohan Alva, Chairman of 
the Alva’s Education Founda-
tion, stated that it is the duty 
of journalists to uphold the 
values of the media.

He spoke after lighting the 
ceremonial lamp at the inau-
guration of the renovated 
‘Akshara Sabhaangana’ at the 
city’s Press Club on Wednes-
day.

He emphasized that societal 
reform is possible only 
through the observance of 
journalistic ethics.

Former minister J Krishna 
Palemar inaugurated the Ak-
shara Sabhaangana. Speaking 

on the occasion, Palemar stat-
ed that the media has made a 
significant contribution to the 
development of Mangaluru 
city. Public-oriented report-
ing, which highlights the poor 
condition of roads and various 
public issues, has accelerated 
many development projects in 
the city. Journalists must play 
an active role in the region’s 
development.

K Anand Shetty, the found-
ing President of the Mangal
uru Press Club, unveiled the 
nameplate. Press Club Presi-
dent PB Harish Rai presided 
over the event.
Guests present
Dakshina Kannada District 
Working Journalists’ Associa-
tion President BN Pushparaj, 
Vice President Mohammed 
Arif Padubidri, General Secre-

tary Ibrahim Adkasthala, Press 
Bhavan Trust President Annu 
Mangaluru and Association 
State Committee member Sri-
nivas Nayak Indaje participat-
ed as chief guests. Former 
presidents of the Journalists’ 
Association B Ravindra Shet-
ty and Jagannath Shetty Bala, 
Satish Ira and Lokesh Rai 
were also present.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The National Institute of 
Techno logy  Karna taka 
(NITK) has implemented the 
NITKRE project by connect-
ing a 3 crore litre capacity 
rainwater harvesting reservoir 
at Surathkal with a 1 MLD 
(10 lakh litre capacity per 
day) water purification plant 
through an 850 metre long 
pipeline.

NITK Board of Governors 
Chairman MM Murugappan 
and NITK Director Prof B 
Ravi inaugurated the facility. 
Air Marshal BU Chengappa, 
NITK Alumni Association 
President Niranjan Maha
balappa and others were 
present.

A rainwater harvesting res-
ervoir was constructed in 
2025, measuring 110 metres 
long, 50 metres wide and 

about 5 metres deep, in a 
low-lying area in the north-
east of the campus. The work 
was supported by the alumni 
of 1974, 1983 and 1999 and 
the alumni association.

A water purification plant 
with a capacity of 10 lakh li-
tres per day was set up and 
commissioned in Febru-
ary 2026 in collaboration with 
Petronet MHB Limited. Fin
novation Tech Solutions Pri-
vate Limited has collaborated 
in the construction of a float-
ing pumping station and an 
850-metre underground pipe-
line from the reservoir to the 
purification plant. The puri-

fied water is stored in sump 
tanks connected to the cam-
pus water supply network.

The pumping station is in-
stalled on fibre-reinforced 
plastic floating plates, elimi-
nating the need to construct a 
separate water intake struc-
ture at the geomembrane-
lined bottom of the reservoir. 
Two 15 HP open well type 
submersible pumps with a ca-
pacity of pumping 25,200 li-
tres of water per hour are in-
stalled.

Water shortages occur here 
every year during the summer 
season, and in the past, the 
campus had to be temporarily 

closed. This year, there have 
been fears of drought due to 
less than expected rainfall 
across the state.

This project, which collects 
rainwater and connects it to 
the campus water supply net-
work through a purification 
unit, will help avoid such 
problems during the summer 
season, said an NITK release.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

Taxi and maxicab drivers and 
owners in the coastal areas 
have expressed their anger 
against the newly implement-
ed Rs 50 entry fee for com-
mercial vehicles and the in-
creased pick-up rates at the 
Mangaluru International Air-
port (MIA).

The presidents of taxi asso-
ciations from both districts 
have launched a direct attack, 
saying that the central govern-
ment is continuously impos-
ing a burden on local drivers 
after handing over the man-
agement of the airport to the 
Adani Group.

Dakshina Kannada District 
Taximen and Maxicab Asso-
ciation President K Anand 
said, “We have already met 
the MPs and concerned supe-
riors and made a request. 
However, none of our de-
mands have been fulfilled. 
They are imposing a burden 
on taxis by implementing a 
system of chaos that is not 
found anywhere else in the 
country. We had asked them 

to first give 10 minutes free, 
and then charge for the addi-
tional period.

“They have acted as they 
agreed, and now they have 
suddenly cancelled that too 
and imposed a fee of Rs 50 
for entry. They are charging 
the same fee for auto rick-
shaws. We should also be giv-
en 8 minutes of free entry like 
private vehicles. The addi-
tional Rs  180 pick-up fee 
should be reduced to Rs 100. 
This Rs 50 entry fee should 
be cancelled immediately. We 
are giving a deadline of 
10 days for this. If this is not 
resolved, we will join hands 
with like-minded organiza-
tions from both districts and 
hold an indefinite sit-in near 
Kenjaru,” he warned.

Udupi District Taximen As-
sociation President Rag
hupathi Bhat also spoke.
Airport responds
Responding to the objections 
of taxi associations, a spokes-
person for the Mangaluru In-
ternational Airport has main-
tained that the fee being im-
posed is similar to the regula-
tions prevailing at major air-
ports in the country. “This 

entry fee has been introduced 
for the first time to control 
traffic congestion, ensure 
smooth movement and main-
tain security on the airport 
grounds. Although this fee is 
being introduced for the first 
time at the airport, taxi drivers 
do not have to bear the burden 
of its cost from their own 
pockets,” he said.

GOOD PERFORMANCE

Public views invited 
on renaming 

Dakshina Kannada

Mangaluru airport taxi drivers 
warn of indefinite strike

In the wake of the dispute over the entry fee for commercial 
vehicles at the Mangaluru airport, taxi drivers have given a 

10-day deadline and warned of an indefinite strike.

Rs 1 lakh fine each on 
two Dakshina 

Kannada hospitals

NITK Surathkal inaugurates massive 
rainwater harvesting system

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict administration has or-
dered a fine of Rs 1 lakh each 
against a private dental col-
lege and hospital in Sullia and 
another private hospital in 
Mangaluru for violations of 
the Karnataka Private Medi-
cal Establishments (KPME) 
Act and its rules.

The decision was taken at a 
meeting of the KPME Regis-
tration and Grievance Redres-
sal Authority chaired by Dep-
uty Commissioner HV Dar
shan. The Deputy Commis-
sioner ordered the penalty 
under Section 19(1) of the 
KPME Act and directed that 
legal action be initiated in the 
cases.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also instructed officials to 

conduct an audit of all hospi-
tals in Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict to verify whether they 
had obtained mandatory cer-
tificates from the Fire and 
Emergency Services Depart-
ment and licences from the 
Karnataka State Pollution 
Control Board.

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr HR Thim
maiah, Wenlock Hospital Su-
perintendent Dr Shivaprakash, 
District Family Welfare Offi-
cer Dr Deepa Prabhu, Senior 
Paediatrician Dr Shantharam 
Baliga, Indian Medical Asso-
ciation President Dr  Sada
nanda Poojary, KS Hegde 
Medical College Hospital 
Paediatrician Dr Sandeep Rai, 
counsellor Rani Mangala and 
advocate Chandrahas were 
among those present at the 
meeting.

3 writers selected 
for Malabar World 
Literature Award

CH NEWS,  UDUPI

Three writers have been 
selected for the ‘Malabar 
Vishwa Sahitya Puraskar 

2026’, presented in mem-
ory of litterateur Meti 

Mudiappa by the Sanskriti 
Vishwa Pratishthan and 
Malabar Gold and Dia-

monds. The awards will 
be presented to 

Dr Bairamangala Rame
gowda, President of the 

B.M. Sri Foundation, 
Bengaluru (comprehen-

sive literature); Indira Hal
ambi, a writer from Udupi 
(children’s literature); and 

Jayaprakash Puttur of 
Mysuru, a former Chief 

Liaison Officer of DRDO 
(translated literature), at 
a function to be held at 
the Malabar Gold and 

Diamonds Udupi branch 
on November 8. The 

award includes a cash 
prize of ₹5,000, said 
Sandhya Shenoy, the 

convener of the 
committee.

Farmer loses 
Rs 1 lakh in ID scam

CH NEWS, 
MANGALURU

A farmer has filed a com-
plaint at the CEN Crime 
police station here after 
fraudsters obtained his 

debit card details on the 
pretext of getting him a 
senior citizen’s identity 

card and transferred Rs 1 
lakh from his bank 
account to another 

account. “I was watching 
my mobile after finishing 
my farm work on Octo-

ber 4. Then I saw an 
advertisement on Face-
book related to getting a 
senior citizen ID card. On 

October 6, I clicked on 
that advertisement. Then 
I received a call from an 
unknown number on my 

mobile. They said that 
they had called me to ver-
ify my documents to get a 

senior citizen ID card. As 
per their instructions, I 

gave them my debit card 
number and its CVV. 

Later, without informing 
me, they transferred Rs 1 
lakh to another account 

and cheated me,” the vic-
tim stated in his com-
plaint, the police said.

Journalists must uphold media values: Mohan Alva Minister Balakrishna assures farmers’ 
demands will be fulfilled

CH NEWS,  UDUPI

“Chief Minister DK Shiva
kumar has directed to issue a 
declaration on behalf of the 
farmers. The demands of the 
people and farmers will be 
fulfilled. Instead of making a 
hasty decision, discuss it 
again with everyone for an 
effective and permanent deci-
sion and submit a request to 
the government through the 
Deputy Commissioner by in-
cluding the points that have 
been left out. That report will 
be implemented,” said Munic-
ipal Administration Minister 
HC Balakrishna.
431-day protest
He spoke after visiting the 
indefinite protest site of farm-
ers, who have been protesting 
in front of the administrative 

building here for 431 days, 
under the leadership of the 
Byndoor Taluk Farmers’ As-
sociation, with the main de-
mand that rural areas be ex-
cluded from the jurisdiction 
of the Byndoor Town Pan-
chayat.

“It is our duty to change the 
unscientific into scientific. 
We will get rid of the unscien-
tific order made in 2020 in 
2026-27. It will be decided in 
the cabinet meeting and im-
plemented within three to four 
months. No one should worry 
about this. The government is 
committed to your stand. If 
this is not implemented, I will 
resign from the ministerial 
post. End the dharna,” he 
said.

MLC Manjunath Bhandari, 
MLA Gururaja Gantihole, for-

mer MLA K Gopal Poojary, 
Deputy Commissioner TK 
Swaroopa, Byndoor Taluk 
Guarantee Committee Presi-
dent Mohan Poojary, farmer 
leader Prakash Chandra Shet-
ty, former Zilla Panchayat 
President S Raju Poojary, 
Raitha Sangha President Dee
pak Kumar Shetty, Congress 
District Committee President 
Kishan Hegde, Block Con-
gress President Arvind Poo
jary, Grade 1 Tahsildar Ravi
raj Dixit, Grade 2 Tahsildar 
Ramachandrappa, Zilla Pan-
chayat Member Suresh Baji
va, Bajiwadisan John, Krishna 
Devadiga, Padmaksha Goli
beru, Matthew, Veerabhadra 
Ganiga were present.

The Minister offered pray
ers at the Meti Kamba before 
coming to the stage.

Gangolli police station ranks seventh in Karnataka

30 days
to send views in writing or 
by e-mail, from the 
notification in the Gazette

Where to send views
1 Chief Minister’s Secretariat, Room No. 235, 2nd Floor, Vidhana 

Soudha, Bengaluru 560001; cm.kar@nic.in

2 Additional Chief Secretary to the Government, Revenue Department, 
Room No. 711, 7th Floor, Multi-Storey Building, Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
Road, Bengaluru 560001; prs.revenue@gmail.com

3 The District Magistrate, Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Dakshina 
Kannada District Praja Soudha, Padilu, Mangaluru 575007; 
dc.mnglr@gmail.com

“If this is not resolved, 
we will join hands 

with like-minded 
organizations from both 
districts and hold an 
indefinite sit-in near 
Kenjaru.”

— K Anand, President, DK 
Taximen and Maxicab 

Association

Drivers’ demands

1 Cancel the Rs 50 entry fee 
immediately

2 Give taxis 8 minutes of free 
entry, like private vehicles

3 Reduce the additional Rs 
180 pick-up fee to Rs 100

NEW

RS 50
ENTRY FEE

The project in 
numbers

Rainwater reservoir (litres)

3 crore
Purification plant (litres a day)

10 lakh
Underground pipeline

850 m

The print media bears the significant responsibility of not only highlighting 
societal flaws but also correcting the functioning of elected representatives and 
officials.

“If the 
administration 

makes decisions 
regarding building 
construction regulations, 
setbacks, and road 
widening without 
adequate understanding 
of these issues, serious 
problems could arise in 
the future.”

– J Krishna Palemar 
Former minister
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CH NEWS, GADAG

Severe drought in Gadag dis-
trict has created a serious cri-
sis for wildlife in Kappa-
thagudda, a major green belt 
in North Karnataka. With 
natural water sources drying 
up, animals and birds are 
struggling to find drinking 
water and food. Leopards, 
deer, foxes and peacocks are 
increasingly moving towards 
nearby villages in search of 
survival.

Lakes, ponds, streams and 
small water channels across 
the hill region have dried up 
completely. Although the For-
est Department is supplying 
water to artificial ponds, wild-
life continues to move to-
wards human settlements. The 
shortage of grass and other 
food sources has also affected 
herbivorous animals, leaving 
carnivores with fewer oppor-
tunities to find prey.

A male leopard found in-
side a pipe in a farm well near 
Singatarayanakeri Tanda in 
Mundaragi taluk was rescued 
by Forest Department staff on 

Tuesday and taken for treat-
ment at the Gadag Zoo. How-
ever, the animal, which had 
reportedly gone without food 
and water for several days 
and was suffering from a high 
fever, died at the zoo. DCF 
Santoshkumar Kencheppa ex-
pressed concern over the inci-
dent, highlighting the difficul-
ties faced by wildlife during 
the drought.

Kappathagudda is known 
for its medicinal plants and 
rare wildlife. The drying up of 
its natural water sources has 
disrupted the local ecosystem 
and food chain. As animals 
enter populated areas, farm-
ers, herders and other resi-
dents are becoming concerned 
about their safety, particularly 
at night.

CH NEWS, CHAMARAJANAGAR

Two suspected poaching inci-
dents have been reported in 
the Maddur wildlife range of 
Bandipur Tiger Reserve in 
Gundlupet taluk.

A tiger died after getting 
caught in a snare, while the 
tusks of a dead wild elephant 
were found missing, raising 
concerns about wildlife pro-
tection in the region.

According to forest offi-
cials, a tiger estimated to be 
around two years old died af-
ter becoming trapped in a 
snare in the Hongalli beat of 
the Maddur range. The car-
cass was discovered in an ad-
vanced stage of decomposi-
tion, making it difficult to 
determine the animal’s sex. A 
post-mortem examination has 
been conducted, and samples 
have been sent to a forensic 
laboratory for further analy-
sis.

In a separate incident, an 
elephant carcass was found at 
Karadikallu Hill within the 
same wildlife range. Officials 
confirmed that both tusks 
were missing, leading to sus-
picions that poachers may 
have been involved. The de-
layed discovery of both car-
casses has raised questions 
about monitoring and patrols 
in the forest area.

Bandipur Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests L. Nandish said 
a special investigation team 
had been formed to probe the 
two incidents. He added that 
the National Tiger Conserva-
tion Authority had been in-

formed. Officials have with-
held certain details to avoid 
alerting those suspected of 
involvement in the incidents.

Environmentalists have ex-
pressed concern over the 
deaths. Environmentalist Jo-
seph Hoover said the snare 
was reportedly placed within 
300 metres of the forest 
boundary. He questioned the 
delay in detecting the tiger’s 
death and urged the Forest 
Department to strengthen reg-
ular patrols.

Hoover also raised suspi-
cions about the possible pres-
ence of the Bawaria gang in 
the Bandipur and Mudumalai 
forest areas, citing concerns 
over alleged poaching activi-
ties. He called for the swift 
identification and arrest of 
those responsible, along with 
public awareness campaigns 
to help prevent wildlife 
crimes. The investigation is 
expected to establish the cir-
cumstances surrounding both 
incidents.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The Catholic Sabha, Manga-
lore Pradesh, has submitted a 
memorandum to the President 
of India, Droupadi Murmu, 
seeking urgent intervention 
and an impartial inquiry into 
alleged irregularities in the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls and 
concerns regarding the func-
tioning and accountability of 
the Election Commission of 
India (ECI), particularly its 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar.

The memorandum was sub-
mitted to Deputy Commis-
sioner HV Darshan at his of-
fice in Praja Soudha. The 
Deputy Commissioner re-
ceived the memorandum and 
assured the delegation that it 
would be forwarded to the 
President for consideration.

In the memorandum, the 
Catholic Sabha expressed se-
rious concern over alleged 
discrepancies in electoral 
rolls, the possibility of eligi-
ble voters being excluded and 
the need for transparency and 
accountability in the electoral 
revision process. It empha-
sised that the credibility of 
Indian democracy depends on 
the preparation of accurate 
electoral rolls and ensuring 
that every eligible citizen has 
a fair opportunity to exercise 

their constitutional right to 
vote.

The representation stressed 
that while the removal of du-
plicate and ineligible entries 
is a legitimate administrative 
objective, the process must 
strictly adhere to constitution-
al principles, applicable elec-
toral laws and the principles 
of natural justice. It called for 
adequate safeguards to pre-
vent the wrongful deletion of 
eligible voters and accessible 
mechanisms to verify, correct 
and restore names wherever 
necessary.

The memorandum also 
highlighted the importance of 
examining concerns regarding 
the decision-making proce-
dures and institutional ac-
countability of the Election 
Commission of India. It called 
for an impartial examination 
of the allegations by the com-
petent authorities, emphasis-
ing that any findings must be 
based on evidence and estab-
lished through due process.

The Catholic Sabha reiter-
ated that the independence of 

constitutional institutions is 
fundamental to a healthy de-
mocracy, but such indepen-
dence must go hand in hand 
with transparency, account-
ability and strict adherence to 
the law.

The delegation expressed 
hope that the representation 
would receive due consider-
ation and that appropriate 
steps would be taken to safe-
guard the integrity of elector-
al rolls and strengthen public 
confidence in India’s demo-
cratic institutions.

The delegation comprised 
Rev Fr Rupesh Madtha and 
Roy Castelino, PROs of the 
Diocese of Mangalore, San-
thosh D’Souza, President, 
Catholic Sabha, Mangalore 
Pradesh, Stany Lobo, former 
President and Political Con-
venor, Wilma Monteiro, Gen-
eral Secretary, Usha Fer-
nandes, Secretary, Pastoral 
Council, Diocese of Manga-
lore, Sunil Monis, Vice-Pres-
ident along with other of-
fice-bearers and members of 
the organisation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has directed the Karnataka In-
dustrial Areas Development 
Board (KIADB) to take a de-
cision within eight weeks on 
a complaint alleging violation 
of the SC/ST reservation ros-
ter in allotting 100 acres of 
industrial land to Reliance 
Consumer Products Limited 
in Vijayapura district.

The direction was issued by 
a Division Bench comprising 
Justice Anu Sivaraman and 
Justice K S Bharath Kumar 
while disposing of a public 
interest litigation filed by 
social activist Basavaraj S 
Malaghan, a resident of 
Agarkhed village in Indi 
taluk.

Plea seeks cancellation
During the hearing, the peti-
tioner’s counsel submitted 

that land in Mulawad Industri-
al Area Phase II had been ear-
marked for entrepreneurs be-
longing to Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes, minorities, 
backward classes, persons 
with disabilities and ex-ser-
vicemen to establish indus-
tries.

The petitioner alleged that 
100 acres had been allotted to 
Reliance Consumer Products 
Limited on October 24, 2025, 
in violation of the SC/ST res-

ervation roster, and sought 
cancellation of the allotment.

KIADB to examine 
complaint
Appearing for the State, Ad-
vocate General K Shashikiran 
Shetty submitted that 24% of 
the land was required to be 
reserved for SC/ST communi-
ties and that the prescribed 
quota had been maintained.

“The petitioner’s represen-
tation will be considered in 
accordance with the law,” the 
Advocate General assured the 
court.

After hearing both sides, the 
Bench directed the KIADB 
Chief Executive Officer to 
consider the representation 

submitted by the petitioner on 
August 5, 2026, and take an 
appropriate decision within 
eight weeks.

The court disposed of the 
petition with this direction. 
The order requires the author-
ity to examine the complaint 
and decide it in accordance 
with the law; it does not itself 
cancel the land allotment.

Catholic Sabha seeks impartial 
probe into SIR irregularities

Bandipur Tiger Reserve 
officials shocked 

by poaching

HC: KIADB must decide SC/ST quota 
complaint in land allotment

The court asked the industrial development authority to examine a representation 
challenging the allocation and decide the matter within eight weeks

WATER SCARCITY 
DISRUPTS ECOSYSTEM

KSRTC launches new 
routes from Mangaluru
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The Mangaluru division of 
the Karnataka State Road 

Transport Corporation 
(KSRTC) launched new 

bus services to 
Ernakulam, Tirupati and 
Hyderabad. A Volvo mul-

ti-axle bus service has 
been introduced on the 
Mangaluru-Ernakulam 

route, while Pallakki 
non-AC sleeper buses will 

operate on the 
Mangaluru-Tirupati and 
Mangaluru-Hyderabad 

routes. Advance booking 
facilities are available for 

all these services, a senior 
divisional controller 

stated in a press release.

Mangaluru-Ernakulam 
(Volvo multi-axle): The 

bus will depart from 
Mangaluru at 9 pm and 
from Ernakulam at 8:30 

pm. The travel fare is fixed 
at Rs 1,000.

Mangaluru-Tirupati 
(Pallakki non-AC 

sleeper): The bus will 
leave Mangaluru at noon 
and depart from Tirupati 
at 5:30 pm. The ticket is 

priced at Rs 1,600.

Mangaluru-Hyderabad 
(Pallakki non-AC 

sleeper): The bus will 
depart from Mangaluru at 

1 pm and leave 
Hyderabad at 4 pm. The 

fare for this route is Rs 
1,800.

Manjunath seeks 
fair reservation 

for Scheduled Castes
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Former MLA H.P. 
Manjunath met Rural 
Development Minister 

Eshwar B. Khandre, State 
Election Commissioner 
Dr. G.S. Sangreshi, and 

Panchayat Raj 
Department Principal 

Secretary K.H. 
Krishnamurthy in 

Bengaluru. During the 
meeting, Manjunath sub-
mitted a memorandum 

highlighting the concerns 
of the Scheduled Caste 

community in Hunsur 
taluk. He pointed out that 
the draft reservation list 
for Zilla Panchayat con-
stituencies had not allo-

cated any seat for the 
community. Manjunath 
urged the authorities to 
address this issue and 

ensure fair representation. 
He requested that one 

Zilla Panchayat constitu-
ency in Hunsur taluk be 
reserved for Scheduled 
Castes, correcting the 
alleged injustice and 

ensuring the community 
receives due representa-
tion in local governance.

Dharma Jyothi 
Social Centre 

holds cybercrime 
awareness programme
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Dharma Jyothi Social 
Centre organised a cyber-

crime awareness pro-
gramme at Ajjimane 
Anganwadi Centre. 

Chandru, cybercrime 
officer, attended as the 

resource person and 
explained various types of 
cybercrimes, how online 

fraud occurs, and the pre-
cautions to be taken to 

stay safe online.

He shared relevant exam-
ples to help the partici-
pants understand cyber 
threats and preventive 
measures. Saraswathi, 

anganwadi teacher, and 
Renita Lewis from 

Dharma Jyothi Social 
Centre were present at 

the programme. A total of 
38 self-help group mem-

bers participated and 
benefited from the 
awareness session.
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snare
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against poachers

Land allotment 
case

■	 Location: Mulawad 
Industrial Area Phase II, 
Vijayapura

■	 Land: 100 acres
■	 Allottee: Reliance Consumer 

Products Limited
■	 Allotment date: October 24, 

2025
■	 Representation date: 

August 5, 2026

The High Court has not 
ruled that the land 

allotment was illegal

DECISION IN

8
WEEKS

Nittur School begins 
preparations for its 125th 

anniversary
CH NEWS, Udupi 

 
Former MLA K. Raghupathi 
Bhat said that contributing to the 
development of the school 
where one studied is a noble 
gesture and a meaningful way to 
give back to the institution. 

He made the remarks while 
inaugurating the special com-
mittee’s office, established to 
coordinate activities for the 
125th anniversary of Nittur Aid-
ed Higher Primary School.

Bhat recalled that the impor-
tance given to education by ear-
lier generations had helped Udu-
pi and Dakshina Kannada dis-
tricts emerge as prominent edu-
cational centres. He expressed 
pride that more than 200 stu-
dents are studying at Nittur 
School at a time when several 
Kannada-medium schools are 
struggling to survive.

He said the special committee 
had planned several develop-
ment works to mark the anniver-
sary. These include renovating 
the existing school building, 
constructing a new building and 

improving the institution’s facil-
ities. He appealed to former stu-
dents, donors, parents and mem-
bers of the public to support the 
initiatives and work together to 
ensure their successful comple-
tion.

Several office-bearers and 
members attended the pro-
gramme, including management 
committee member Denis Cor-
nelio, Alumni Association pres-
ident Ramesh S. Barittaya, 
Alumni Golden Fund Trust 
president U. J. Mohammed 
Hanif and special committee 
treasurer Chandrakanth K. N. 
Other committee members, 
teachers, Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation president Kavitha Shetty 
and Anganwadi teacher Savitha 
were also present.

I, SYED SARVAR SIDDIQHA, 
W/o. Mohamed Shoyab, Res-
ident of No. 18, Annayappa 
Block, 1st Cross, Jayamahal, 
Bengaluru -560006, Kar-
nataka, have changed my 
name to SYEDA SARVAR  
SIDDIQHA, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 14.10.2026 before notary  
G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, AYESHA SIDDIQUA W/o. 
Nadeem Ahmed Resident of 
No.39/1,  Ground Floor, Bis-
milla Masjid Main Road, Bis-
milla Nagar Bengaluru -560 
029 Karnataka, have changed 
my name to AYESHA SIDDIQA.N 
vide affidavit dated: 14.10. 
2026 before notary  
R. Basavaraja, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, BAVESH GIRISH KESARKAR, 
S/o. Girish Kesarkar, resi-
dent of No. 80, 2nd Main, 3rd 
Cross, Aijappa Block, Dinnur, 
R. T. Nagar, Bangalore, Karna-
taka - 560032, have changed 
my name to BHAVESH  
GIRISH KESARKAR, vide affi-
davit dated: 12.10.2026, before 
Notary R Yankoba, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
GAJJELLA SAVITHRI w/o 

GAJJELA BHASKAR REDDY 
resident of Nemalladinne 
bedusupalli Gangavaram 

Seetaramapuram Nellore, Andhra 
Pradesh- 524310. have changed 

my name to BASIREDDY 
SAVITHRI vide affidavit dated: 

07.10.2026, before Notary 
KANTHARAJU. S, Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Do not neglect the film indus-
try, which provides employ-
ment to lakhs of artists and 
technicians. Cinema is a form 
of culture, and the responsibil-
ity to preserve and nurture it 
rests with everyone, said re-
nowned Film Producer and 
Director Rajendra Singh Babu.

He spoke after inaugurating 
the Film Dasara event at 
Samskruti Bhavan on Wednes-
day, part of the grand ‘Nam-
mura Nadahabba’ Shivamogga 
Dasara, organised jointly by 
the City Corporation and the 
Department of Kannada and 
Culture.

It is tragic that the film festi-
val, a tradition associated with 
the famous Mysuru Dasara 
since 1936, has been dropped 
this year due to a lack of 
funds, following the Deputy 
Commissioner’s approval. 
Abroad, technicians from var-
ious countries begin prepara-
tions six months in advance for 
events like the Cannes Film 
Festival, through such efforts, 
they have nurtured the film in-
dustry and contributed messag-
es to society, he noted.

For the past 14 years, I have 
been running from pillar to 
post, approaching politicians 
with the proposal to build a 
Film City in Mysuru. In the 

past, films used to run for 36 
hours, yet audiences would 
still ask for a couple more 
songs. Now, the duration is 
limited to 90 minutes. Shiva-
mogga is organizing Dasara in 
a way that poses a challenge to 
Mysuru. Art and the Goddess 
of Art reside here. Elected rep-
resentatives have extended 
their support, he said.

Presiding over the event, 
MLA SN Channabasappa not-
ed that the Dasara celebration, 
which once began as a sin-
gle-day event at Marnamibail, 
has now evolved into a grand 
11-day festival featuring the 
participation of thousands of 
artists across various activities. 

Rajendra Singh Babu stresses film 
industry preservation
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CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy 
has directed officials to com-
plete all pending projects un-
der the MP and MLA Local 
Area Development Schemes 
within the stipulated dead-
lines.

He issued the instructions 
during a progress review 
meeting held at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office on 
Wednesday.

Expressing displeasure over 
delays and slow progress, Ku-
maraswamy warned that ex-
cuses involving land disputes 
or technical issues would not 
be accepted when officials had 
already inspected sites, sub-
mitted recommendations and 
obtained approvals. He said 
responsibility would be fixed 
for avoidable delays and ap-
propriate action taken against 
those concerned.

The ADC instructed offi-

cials to verify the availability 
of suitable land before initiat-
ing projects. Engineers should 
inspect the sites and submit 
reports only after confirming 
their suitability. He also di-
rected that proposals and ap-
provals for work-related bills 
must be processed through the 
‘e-Sakshi’ software.

Projects under various stag-
es of implementation include 
community halls, toilets, 
school classrooms, drinking 
water units, roads and other 
public infrastructure. Noting 
that some projects remained 
stalled at the foundation stage, 
he asked officials to take per-
sonal responsibility for speed-
ing up construction and mak-
ing facilities available for 
public use.

Kumaraswamy stressed that 
Anganwadi and school build-
ings must follow approved 
departmental designs and pre-
scribed construction stan-
dards. He also made it clear 

that obtaining a No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) from the 
property owner is compulsory 
before construction begins, 
including on land belonging 
to trusts or under government 
control.

For government land in ru-
ral areas, including grazing 
land, officials must coordi-
nate with the Tahsildar, Pan-
chayat Development Officer 
and Revenue Department. 
Completed projects should be 
handed over to the concerned 
authorities only after securing 
the required permissions and 
NOCs.

The ADC announced that 
the next review meeting 
would be held by November 

13 and instructed departments 
to resolve long-pending proj-
ects and demonstrate measur-
able progress. Officials from 
the Rural Drinking Water and 
Sani ta t ion Depar tment , 
Nirmithi Kendra, KRIDL, 
PRED and other departments 
attended the meeting.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has extended its interim stay 
on the investigation into an 
FIR against BJP booth agents 
Vasanthalakshmi and Deepak 
Singh over allegations of mis-
using Form 7 applications to 
delete voters’ names during 
the electoral roll revision pro-
cess. The court has reserved 
its order and directed the 
Election Commission to pre-
serve relevant CCTV footage.

The petitioners approached 
the court seeking to quash the 
FIR, which alleges that they 
submitted applications con-
taining incorrect information 
to remove voters’ names. 
Government counsel, led by 
Advocate General Shashikiran 
Shetty, urged the court to va-
cate the stay and allow the 
investigation to continue.

Shetty argued that the 
agents had allegedly visited 

homes with Booth Level 
Agents and Booth Level Offi-
cers before submitting appli-
cations to delete minority vot-
ers’ names despite knowing 
that residents were present. 
He maintained that an inves-
tigation was necessary to es-
tablish whether the applica-
tions were filed with mali-
cious intent and to protect 
electronic evidence. He also 
assured the court that the pe-
titioners would not be arrested 
during the investigation.

Justice Anant Ramanath 
Hegde questioned the need 
for a parallel police investiga-
tion when designated election 

officials are legally responsi-
ble for deciding Form 7 ob-
jections. The court also raised 
questions about the objection 
process, the responsibilities of 
voters and the authority em-
powered to determine wheth-
er names should be removed 
from electoral rolls.

The Advocate General said 

reports from inquiries con-
ducted by the Election Com-
mission and police would be 
submitted for the court’s con-
sideration. He maintained that 
deliberate attempts to remove 
voters required examination.

Senior advocate Vivek Red-
dy, appearing for the petition-
ers, argued that voters whose 
names were deleted could 
appeal through two available 
levels of appeal. He said a po-
lice complaint was unneces-
sary at this stage because 
remedies existed under elec-
tion procedures.

The government opposed 
this argument, maintaining 
that alleged denial of voting 
rights warranted a police com-
plaint. The court observed 
that, unlike ordinary criminal 
complaints, electoral roll dis-
putes also provide alternative 
legal remedies. Its final deci-
sion on the petition remains 
pending.

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Bidar South MLA Dr. Shailen-
dra Beldale has urged the Kar-
nataka Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (KERC) to ad-
dress farmers’ electricity-relat-
ed problems, agricultural loss-
es and delays in compensation 
payments.

He raised these concerns 
during a public hearing on the 
draft Karnataka Electricity 
Supply Regulations (ESR), 
2026, held at the GESCOM 
office in Bidar.

The hearing was chaired by 
KERC Chairman P. Raviku-
mar, a retired IAS officer. 
Beldale stressed that the prac-
tical needs of farmers must 
receive priority while framing 
electricity supply regulations, 
particularly in rural areas 

where agriculture depends 
heavily on reliable power.

The MLA demanded a min-
imum of seven hours of elec-
tricity supply daily for agri-
cultural pump-sets. He also 
called for the prompt repair of 
faulty transformers and im-
mediate action to prevent 
power interruptions from af-
fecting farming activities. He 
specifically highlighted the 
need to restore damaged 63 
kVA and 100 kVA transform-
ers quickly to reduce the dif-
ficulties faced by farmers.

Beldale also raised con-
cerns about compensation for 
farmers who suffered losses 
when sugarcane crops were 
destroyed by fire. He urged 
officials to ensure that eligible 
farmers receive their pending 
compensation without unnec-

essary delays. In addition, he 
sought compensation, as pre-
scribed under the applicable 
regulations, for farmers who 
lost livestock.

He emphasised that elec-
tricity supply rules should re-
flect ground-level agricultural 
challenges and provide prac-
tical solutions for rural com-
munities. Reliable power, he 
said, is essential for sustain-
ing farming operations, espe-
cially during drought condi-

tions, when farmers face in-
creased difficulties.

Beldale urged the con-
cerned authorities to take ap-
propriate measures to im-
prove electricity services, 
speed up transformer repairs 
and ensure timely compensa-
tion for affected farmers. He 
stressed that regulations 
should offer meaningful sup-
port to the agricultural sector 
and protect farmers from 
avoidable losses.

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge and District Le-
gal Services Authority Chair-
man T.P. Ramalingegowda 
has urged people to accept 
life’s challenges with opti-
mism and seek timely medi-
cal help for mental health 
problems instead of hiding 
them.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a World Mental 
Health Day programme at St. 
Joseph’s Convent Girls’ High 
School and Pre-University 
College on Wednesday. The 
event was jointly organised by 
the District Legal Services Au-
thority, district administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, Advocates’ 
Association, police department 
and health authorities.

Ramalingegowda said men-
tal illnesses should be treated 
like physical ailments. He en-
couraged people to discuss 
their difficulties with family 
members, trusted friends and 
doctors. He also called on stu-
dents to spread awareness 
about mental health. People 
experiencing severe stress or 

suicidal thoughts should ap-
proach the nearest health cen-
tre or hospital. The Tele-
MANAS helpline, 14416, is 
also available for support.

Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu said self-confidence, 
positive thinking and a disci-
plined lifestyle contribute to a 
healthy personality. He 
stressed the importance of 
maintaining mental balance 
and peace, noting the wide-
spread burden of mental health 
problems worldwide.

District Superintendent of 
Police Padmini Sahu said 
stress is common at different 
stages of life, including during 
examinations. She advised stu-
dents to focus on regular 
preparation rather than fear 
and reminded them that no 
single examination determines 
their entire future. She encour-
aged them to share their prob-
lems with trusted people.

District Advocates’ Associa-
tion president K.V. Abhilash 
highlighted the need to identi-
fy depression, anxiety, addic-
tion and emotional or be-
havioural difficulties in chil-
dren at an early stage.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Industries Minister 
M.B. Patil held discussions 
with Enterprise Singapore 
Chairman Lee Chuan Teck to 
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion in aerospace, defence, 
semiconductors and aircraft 
maintenance, repair and over-
haul (MRO).

The talks focused on areas 
offering mutual benefits to 
Karnataka and Singapore, 
particularly trade, technology 
and investment. Both sides 
discussed ways to expand 
business opportunities and en-

courage stronger industrial 
partnerships.

A key outcome was the 
agreement to strengthen coop-
eration between the Invest 
Karnataka Forum and Enter-

prise Singapore, which oper-
ates an office in Bengaluru. 
Patil explained Karnataka’s 
industrial policy and outlined 
the state’s industrial ecosys-
tem to Lee.

The minister also shared the 
outcomes of investment-relat-
ed discussions held with sev-
eral companies during his re-
cent visit to Singapore. The 
meeting provided an opportu-
nity to explore further collab-
oration and attract invest-
ments into Karnataka’s prior-
ity sectors.

Patil invited representatives 
from Singapore to participate 
in the Global Investors Meet 
scheduled for 2027, aiming to 
deepen economic ties and cre-
ate new investment opportu-
nities between Karnataka and 
Singapore.
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Bidar MLA demands better power 
supply and farmer compensation

An MLA demanded at least seven hours of daily power for 
agricultural pump-sets and prompt repair of faulty transformers

High Court extends stay on Form 7 
FIR against BJP booth agents

Accept life with positive 
thinking, urges judge

ADC orders faster completion of pending development works

Gadag cancels markets 
and declares dry 

day for polls
CH NEWS, GADAG

In view of the Karnataka West 
Graduates’ Constituency bien-
nial election scheduled for 
October 23, Gadag Deputy 
Commissioner and District 
Magistrate C.N. Sridhar has 
announced restrictions to en-
sure peaceful polling.

Weekly markets, fairs and 
festivals scheduled at Hole-Al-
ur in Ron taluk and Laksh-
meshwar will remain cancelled 
on Friday, October 23. The or-
der aims to prevent crowds and 
traffic disruptions that could 
inconvenience voters travelling 
to and from polling stations.

Karnataka and Singapore strengthen industrial investment ties

Gadag-Betageri 
announces water 
supply for Oct 15

CH NEWS, GADAG

The Gadag-Betageri City 
Municipal Council has 

announced water supply 
to several areas of the 

twin cities on October 15, 
2026, according to an 

official notification. The 
supply will cover parts of 

Wards 4, 6, 7, 21, 22, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34 and 

35. Areas include Zakir 
Hussain Colony, 

Hanuman Nagar, 
Veereshwara Nagar, 

HUDCO Colony, 
Manjunatha Nagar, 

Panchakshari Nagar, Old 
Bus Stand Line, 

Bevinakatti, Sangama 
Bazaar Line and several 

other localities. The 
municipality has also 

listed various residential 
lines, colonies and sur-

rounding areas for supply. 
Residents are advised to 

check the announced 
coverage details to con-

firm their locality. The 
municipal commissioner 

has requested public 
cooperation if technical 
problems disrupt water 

supply. Residents are 
urged to cooperate with 
the civic authorities dur-

ing any unexpected inter-
ruptions.

Chitradurga urges 
ration card holders 
to complete e-KYC

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The Food Department 
has extended the facility 
to complete ration card 
e-KYC through its ‘Anna 
Seve’ app to all districts 

across Karnataka. In 
Chitradurga, 6,77,293 of 
8,94,600 beneficiaries 

completed e-KYC 
between September 1 

and October 13, achieving 
75.70% coverage. 

However, 2,17,307 benefi-
ciaries are yet to com-

plete the process. 
Antyodaya and BPL ration 

card holders whose 
e-KYC was completed 
five or more years ago 

must update their details. 
Beneficiaries can visit fair 

price shops or use the 
app by entering their dis-
trict, ration card number 
and linked mobile num-

ber, verifying the OTP and 
selecting the pending 

family member. Delays 
may affect access to gov-

ernment benefits.

KSOU announces 
45‑day training for 

competitive 
examinations

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

Karnataka State Open 
University (KSOU) has 

announced a 45‑day training 
programme to prepare can-

didates for recruitment 
examinations for various 
banking, Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC) and 

Railway Recruitment Board 
(RRB) posts across India.

KSOU Registrar Professor 
M.P. Sadashiva said inter-

ested candidates must reg-
ister before 4 pm on Oct 17. 

AT A GLANCE
Power Demands: MLA 
seeks seven hours of 
power supply

Infrastructure Repair: 
Swift restoration of 
damaged agricultural 
transformers urged

Crop Relief: Prompt 
compensation for 
fire-damaged sugarcane 
demanded

Livestock Support: 
Regulatory payouts 
requested for cattle loss

AT A GLANCE

High Court 
extends stay on 
FIR investigation
–	 Evidence Preservation: 

Court directs Election 
Commission to preserve 
CCTV footage

–	 Core Allegations: BJP 
booth agents accused of 
misusing Form 7

–	 Legal Debate: Arguments 
centre on police probe 
versus statutory options

Highlights
→	 ADC directs timely 

completion of pending 
MP-MLA projects.

→	 Officials warned against 
avoidable delays and 
excuses.

→	 Land suitability checks 
mandatory before project 
initiation.

→	 e-Sakshi made compulsory 
for work-bill approvals.

→	 NOCs required before 
construction on all 
properties.

→	 Next progress review 
scheduled for November 13.

TECH TRADE TALKS
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MUMBAI

Tata Sons Chairman N Chan-
drasekaran has described the 
group’s semiconductor invest-
ments as a long-term commit-
ment to India’s growth, say-
ing the sector’s importance 
should be assessed beyond 
short-term financial returns. 
Speaking at the Bloomberg 
New Economy Forum 2026, 
he highlighted India’s poten-
tial to strengthen its position 
in global manufacturing and 
supply chains.

Chandrasekaran said semi-
conductors would be essential 
for domestic consumers and 
that India had the talent and 
market potential to become a 
significant global player.

Tata Electronics is develop-
ing a semiconductor fabrica-
tion plant in Dholera, Gujarat, 
in collaboration with Taiwan’s 
Powerchip Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Corporation. 
In Assam, the company is 
building a chip assembly and 
testing unit that is expected to 
turn out 48 million chips a 
day.

Chandrasekaran cautioned 
businesses against taking ex-

cessive financial risks, urging 
them to monitor balance 
sheets and assess demand be-
fore making major invest-
ments.

He argued that businesses 
should prioritise resilience 
alongside efficiency to with-
stand unpredictable condi-
tions. Citing a cyberattack 
that disrupted Jaguar Land 
Rover’s operations and caused 
nearly six weeks of lost pro-
duction, he underlined the 
need for stronger operational 
safeguards. Despite these 
challenges, the Tata Group 
expects double-digit growth 
while maintaining margins, 
although no specific period or 
financial projections were 
provided.

NEW DELHI

A committee headed by for-
mer NITI Aayog member Pro-
fessor Ramesh Chand was set 
up by the Centre on Wednes-
day to look into demands for 
higher payments to sugarcane 
farmers and for a revision of 
the minimum selling price of 
sugar. The move comes amid 
rising production costs and 
concerns over the financial 
health of sugar mills.

Although the cost of pro-
curing sugarcane has risen, 
the minimum selling price of 
sugar has stayed at ₹31 per 
kg since February 2019. The 
panel will assess farmers’ de-
mand for better returns by 
considering cultivation ex-
penses and other relevant fac-
tors. It will also review sugar 
production costs, market pric-
es and the financial viability 
of mills.

The systems used to test 
and report sugar recovery will 
also be reviewed, to make it 
clearer how much sugar is ex-
tracted from sugarcane. The 
committee will look at weigh-
ing practices at mills, and at 
the deductions made from the 
weight of mechanically har-
vested cane, to see whether 

they reflect actual losses and 
whether they affect payments 
to farmers.

The panel was formed after 
sugarcane farmers’ represen-
tatives from Karnataka and 
Maharashtra met the Union 
Ministers of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, and Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and Pub-
lic Distribution. Its members 
include senior officials from 
the agriculture, food distribu-
tion and consumer affairs 
ministries.

Before it submits its find-
ings and recommendations to 
the government, the commit-
tee will consult farmers’ rep-
resentatives, sugar mill asso-
ciations, State governments 
and other experts. The review 
could affect mill earnings and 
their ability to pay farmers, 
but no immediate changes to 
sugar prices or farmer pay-
ments have been announced.

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi on Wednesday 
inaugurated industrial facili-
ties and laid foundation stones 
for 53 projects involving in-
vestments of ₹39,383 crore, 
with an estimated employ-
ment potential of 42,512 jobs 
across 14 districts. The initia-
tive aims to strengthen the 
state’s industrial base and 
convert investment commit-
ments  into  operat ional 
facilities.

The projects cover 46 in-
dustries and span sectors such 
as steel, chemicals, textiles, 
food processing, renewable 
energy, electronics, informa-
tion technology, logistics and 

tourism. The ceremony was 
held at Kalinganagar in Ja-
jpur district as part of the 
state’s efforts to accelerate 
industrial development fol-
lowing the Utkarsh Odis-

ha-Make in Odisha Conclave 
2025.

According to the govern-
ment, the projects would help 
Odisha grow beyond its tradi-
tional base of minerals, metals 
and steel. Companies associ-
ated with the programme in-
clude Tata Steel, Jindal Stain-

less, Linde India, Indian Met-
als and Ferro Alloys, Dalmia 
Bharat Refractories, Lumi-
nous Power Technologies and 
Reliance Bio Energy.

The state also announced 
14 more investment proposals 
alongside the 53 projects: 12 
memorandums of understand-

ing and two investment intent 
proposals. Together they ac-
count for ₹4,805.66 crore of 
investment and could create 
another 9,170 jobs.

Majhi urged government 
departments and industries to 
coordinate closely, resolve im-
plementation hurdles and en-
sure projects progress towards 
production. He also called on 
companies to strengthen local 
procurement and build suppli-
er networks involving micro, 
small and medium enterprises 
and local entrepreneurs.

NEW DELHI

Indian tax authorities can 
now refuse treaty benefits on 
a transaction when one of its 
main purposes is to obtain a 
tax advantage, under changes 
to India’s tax treaty with 
Mauritius notified by the 
Central Board of Direct Tax-
es (CBDT). The amendment 
aims to prevent investors 
from using Mauritius-based 
entities primarily to reduce 
their tax liabilities.

The amended protocol to 
the Double Taxation Avoid-
ance Agreement came into 
force on August 10, 2026. It 
introduces a principal purpose 
test (PPT), an anti-abuse pro-
vision designed to bring the 
treaty in line with internation-

al standards. Benefits may still 
be granted if doing so is con-
sistent with the objectives of 
the relevant treaty provisions.

Tax experts said genuine 
investors are unlikely to face 
major disruptions if their in-
vestment structures have le-
gitimate commercial purposes 
and sufficient business activ-
ity in Mauritius. However, 
dividends, interest and other 

income may face closer scru-
tiny when companies lack real 
operations or exist mainly to 
obtain tax advantages.

Earlier CBDT clarifications 
say existing grandfathering 
provisions continue to protect 
capital gains on shares bought 
before April 1, 2017. Howev-
er, a January 2026 Supreme 
Court ruling in the Tiger 
Global case held that such 
protection does not automati-
cally prevent scrutiny under 
domestic anti-avoidance rules 
when investment structures 
lack genuine commercial 
substance.

Experts have advised funds 
and holding companies to 
maintain clear records of gov-
ernance, decision-making and 
commercial objectives.

NEW DELHI

The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) expects global 
oil demand to fall by 2.6 mil-
lion barrels per day in 2026, 
with diesel making up a quar-
ter of the decline. The agency 
blamed the Iran war, fuel 
shortages, rising prices and 
weakening economic condi-
tions affecting consumers and 
industries worldwide.

In its October report, the 
IEA projected that demand 
would recover by two million 
barrels per day in 2027. How-
ever, consumption would re-
main 620,000 barrels per day, 
or 0.6 per cent, below 2025 
levels.

In September, global oil 
supply rose by 2.5  million 
barrels per day from August 
to 102.3 million barrels per 
day. OPEC+ production rose 
by 2.1 million barrels per day, 
led by Saudi Arabia, while 
the United Arab Emirates ac-
counted for most of the gains 
among producers outside the 
group. The IEA expects sup-
ply to average 100.7 million 
barrels per day in 2026 before 
rising by 7.7 million barrels 
per day in 2027.

Refinery operations are also 

facing pressure from higher 
shipping and crude costs. The 
agency expects global refin-
ery runs to fall to 81.3 million 
barrels per day in October be-
fore recovering to 84.6 mil-
lion barrels per day by the 
end of the year. Annual refin-
ery runs are projected to de-
cline by 2.3 million barrels 
per day in 2026 and increase 
by 2.8 million barrels per day 
in 2027.

Diesel exports fell by 
700,000 barrels per day year-
on-year in September, as re-
duced supplies from Russia 
and the Middle East out-
weighed gains elsewhere. 
Global oil inventories de-
clined by 10 million barrels 
during the month, while total 
stocks remained 509 million 
barrels below their end-Feb-
ruary level.

NEW DELHI

The National Payments Cor-
poration of India (NPCI) has 
put off a 0.4  per cent mer-
chant discount rate (MDR) on 
select Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) transactions above 
₹2,000 until after Diwali. It 
announced the decision on 
Tuesday, just two days before 
the charge was due to be 
rolled out on October 15.

NPCI said the UPI and Ser-
vices Steering Committee had 
decided to delay the charges 
due to the festive season, and 
a fresh implementation date 
will be announced separately. 
The fee is meant for select 
person-to-merchant (P2M) 
payments on platforms such 
as PhonePe, Paytm and 
BHIM. Consumers will not 
be charged directly, as mer-
chants are responsible for 
paying it.

Person-to-person UPI trans-
fers will stay free under the 
September 15 circular. Pay-

ments for essential services, 
including railways, telecom-
munications, fuel and insur-
ance, carry an MDR of no 
more than ₹5 per transaction 
above ₹2,000. According to 
NPCI’s clarification, fuel pay-
ments below ₹2,000 will con-
tinue to attract no MDR.

Trade bodies and Opposi-
tion parties criticised the pro-
posal, arguing that the charges 
could raise costs for custom-
ers and push people towards 
cash payments. NPCI has also 
issued guidance on how the 
fee will apply to fuel purchas-
es made through UPI.

Vinod Kumar, president of 
the India SME Forum, called 
the postponement a timely de-
cision that would protect mi-
cro, small and medium enter-
prises during the festive peri-
od. He cited a survey of 7,497 
enterprises in which more 
than 97 per cent of respon-
dents said UPI had helped in-
crease sales or prevent cus-
tomer losses.

NEW DELHI

India is working to rebuild its 
relations with China, Union 
Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on 
Wednesday, adding that future 
engagement must ensure fair-
ness, continuity and stability. 
Speaking at the Bloomberg 
New Economy Forum in New 
Delhi, he said the process re-
mained ongoing amid geopo-
litical uncertainties.

Goyal said India was open 
to engaging with countries 
provided the terms were fair 
and the geopolitical situation 
remained stable. His remarks 
followed a meeting between 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping during the BRICS 
Summit in New Delhi in Sep-
tember. The leaders discussed 
t rade imbalances ,  sup-

ply-chain concerns and pre-
dictable market access.

India-China ties soured after 
the 2020 border clash in the 
Galwan Valley. Bilateral trade 
continued, but India tightened 
rules on Chinese investments. 
Recent diplomatic engage-
ments point to renewed efforts 
to address outstanding con-
cerns and improve economic 
cooperation.

China remained India’s 
largest source of imports in 
the 2025-26 financial year, 
accounting for 17 per cent of 
total inbound shipments. In-
dia recorded a trade deficit of 
$112  billion with China 
during the period. However, 
India’s shipments to China 
climbed nearly 37 per cent to 
$19.47 billion in FY26, and 
China was among India’s 
three biggest export markets 
between April and August.

Goyal also described In-
dia-US relations as substan-
tive and consequential, ex-
pressing confidence in contin-
ued cooperation despite un-
certainties surrounding bilat-
eral trade negotiations. The 
two countries began talks on 
a trade agreement in March 
2025, but discussions remain 
ongoing beyond their original 

target of concluding an inter-
im deal in 2025.

NEW DELHI

India’s wholesale price infla-
tion surged to 11.4 per cent in 
September 2026, the highest 
in the current Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) series, which has 
data from April 2023. Under 
the older series, the inflation 
rate marked a 49-month high, 
highlighting mounting pres-
sure from rising food and fuel 
costs.

The latest increase contin-
ues an upward trend in whole-
sale prices, driven by higher 
global crude oil and fertiliser 
costs. Disruptions tied to the 
West Asia conflict and the re-
ported blockade of the Strait 
of Hormuz, a key route for 
crude oil shipments, have add-
ed to the pressure on com-
modity prices.

Higher fuel and fertiliser 
costs have also affected food 
prices, contributing to broader 
inflation across commodities.

The current WPI series uses 
2022-23 as its base year and 
contains data from April 2023 
onwards.

The sharp rise in wholesale 

inflation signals increased 
cost pressures for businesses, 
particularly those dependent 
on fuel, transport, agricultural 
inputs and raw materials. 
Sustained increases in these 
costs could also affect prices 
across supply chains, al-
though the extent of any im-
pact on retail inflation will 
depend on how businesses 
pass on higher expenses to 
consumers.

India seeks to rebuild ties 
with China: Goyal

India is seeking to rebuild ties with China while addressing trade 
imbalances, supply-chain concerns and geopolitical uncertainties 

through renewed diplomatic and economic engagement.

“We are working to 
develop relations 

with China once again, but 
the last word has not been 
scripted on this journey.”

— Piyush Goyal, Union 
Commerce and Industry Minister

Wholesale inflation 
hits 11.4% as food, 

fuel prices rise

In focus
■	 11.4%: Wholesale inflation in 

September 2026
■	 49-month high: Highest 

under the older WPI series
■	 April 2023: Data begins in 

the current WPI series
■	 August 2022: Previous 

series’ last comparable peak 
period

NPCI defers UPI merchant 
charges until after Diwali

Centre forms panel on sugar 
prices, farmer payments

Global oil demand set to fall 
sharply in 2026
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THE OUTLOOK

Oil demand to 
shrink by 2.6 
million barrels a 
day in 2026
–	 A recovery of 2 million 

barrels a day expected in 
2027

Tata semiconductor investments 
target India’s long-term growth

India tightens Mauritius tax treaty 
to curb tax avoidance

WHAT IS THE 
PPT?

The principal purpose test 
lets authorities deny treaty 
benefits when obtaining a 
tax advantage is one of the 
main purposes of a 
transaction.

?

ODISHA INDUSTRY PUSH

Odisha launches ₹39,383 crore industrial projects in 14 districts

“What we commit, we complete. We are moving from 
MoUs to reality, from intent to investment, and 

from investment to production.”
– Mohan Charan Majhi Chief Minister of Odisha

SEBI extends IPO 
fresh issue size 
relaxation until 

March 2027
NEW DELHI

Companies can now raise 
or cut the fresh issue por-
tion of their initial public 
offerings (IPOs) by up to 
50 per cent without filing 

new draft offer docu-
ments, after the 

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) 
extended a relaxation. 
The extension covers 

IPOs opening on or before 
March 31, 2027.

The earlier relaxation was 
due to expire on 

September 30, 2026. The 
extension comes after the 
Association of Investment 

Bankers of India (AIBI) 
told the regulator that 

companies and merchant 
bankers found it hard to 
revise IPO sizes once the 
process was under way.
AIBI chairman Mahavir 

Lunawat said the flexibil-
ity would let companies 
adjust their fundraising 

plans as business needs 
and market conditions 
change. He added that 
the measure would cut 

procedural hurdles while 
keeping the requirements 
on transparency, due dili-
gence and investor pro-

tection in place.

Bengaluru IT firm 
awaits $672,102 in 

unpaid export dues
CHENNAI

A Bengaluru technology 
firm, Ticvic Technologies 

Pvt. Ltd., is awaiting 
$672,102 from an over-

seas client for work com-
pleted over 19 months 

ago, highlighting payment 
risks faced by smaller 

Indian IT exporters.
Founder Thiyagu 

Ganesan said the com-
pany completed the pro-
ject and the client’s tech-
nical team confirmed its 
functionality. He mort-

gaged land and pledged 
gold to pay 47 employees, 
but the company’s opera-

tions have since shrunk 
significantly.

The company has 
approached Chinese 

authorities and the Indian 
Embassy in Beijing, but 

the dispute remains 
unresolved.

Experts recommend con-
tractual safeguards, buyer 

verification, arbitration 
and export-credit insur-

ance. While large IT com-
panies have stronger 

risk-management sys-
tems, a single payment 

default can severely 
affect smaller firms.

The case highlights that 
securing an overseas con-
tract does not guarantee 
export revenue until pay-

ment is received.

US inflation rises 
to 3.7% as fuel 

prices surge
WASHINGTON

US consumer inflation 
rose to 3.7 per cent in 

September 2026 from 
3.4 per cent in August, 

driven largely by a sharp 
increase in gasoline 

prices, according to data 
released by the US 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 
on Wednesday.

The Consumer Price Index 
increased 0.6 per cent 

month-on-month, com-
pared with 0.4 per cent in 

August. A 9.1 per cent 
jump in gasoline prices 

made up more than half 
of the monthly increase in 

consumer prices.
Energy prices as a whole 

rose 5.2 per cent in 
September and 20.4 per 
cent over the year, while 
gasoline was up 34.2 per 
cent from a year earlier.

Core inflation, which 
excludes food and energy, 
increased to 2.6 per cent 

annually from 2.4 per cent 
in August. Housing costs 

also rose, with the shelter 
index increasing 0.4 per 

cent.
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Inflation isn’t simply a rise 
in the price of goods in the 
market; it’s driven by nu-

merous domestic and global 
factors. When the price of 
goods or raw materials im-
ported from abroad increases, 
impacting domestic market 
prices, it’s called imported in-
flation. This challenge is even 
more serious for a country 
like India, as our economy re-
lies heavily on imported crude 
oil for its energy needs. Fluc-
tuations in global crude oil 
prices are therefore not limit-
ed to petrol and diesel prices 
alone; they impact transporta-
tion, industry, agriculture, 
food, and ultimately, the com-
mon man’s pocket.

India imports more than 85 
percent of its crude oil needs. 
Therefore, rising oil prices in 

the international market di-
rectly signal higher import 
costs for India. When crude 
oil prices suddenly rise due to 
factors such as global war, 

geopolitical tensions, produc-
tion cuts by oil-producing 
countries, supply disruptions, 
or increased demand, India 
has to spend more foreign ex-
change to purchase the same 
oil. This is the starting point 
where imported inflation pres-
sures begin.

The most direct impact of 
rising oil prices is on fuel 
costs. As petrol and diesel be-
come more expensive, trans-
portation costs increase. Road 
transport is the backbone of 
trade and the supply chain in 
India. Fuel plays a vital role 
in transporting most goods 
from farms to markets, from 
markets to wholesale markets, 
and from there to shops. 
Therefore, freight costs can 
increase as diesel becomes 
more expensive. Transporta-
tion companies incorporate 
the increased costs into freight 
charges, ultimately passing 
them on to consumers.

The impact of oil is not 
limited to transportation. 
Many industries in the econo-
my are energy-dependent. 

Fuel and energy play a signif-
icant role in the production 
costs of cement, steel, chemi-
cals, fertilizers, and other en-
ergy-intensive industries. Ris-
ing crude oil prices directly or 
indirectly increase production 
costs. Industries may raise 
product prices to control their 
costs. Thus, the initial oil 
shock gradually spreads to 
different sectors of the econ-
omy.

This could also impact 
food inflation. Diesel is use-
ful for farmers in irrigation, 
agricultural machinery, and 
transportation. Fuel is also 
needed to transport agricul-
tural produce from one place 
to another. If transportation 
and agricultural costs rise, 
prices of vegetables, fruits, 
grains, and other food items 
could be pressured. This is 
why a shock to the interna-
tional oil market could reach 
household kitchens.

The rupee exchange rate 
also plays a significant role in 
this process. Crude oil is gen-
erally traded in US dollars in 

the international market. If 
global oil prices rise while the 
rupee weakens against the 
dollar, crude oil becomes 
more expensive for Indian im-
porters. This means India has 
to spend more rupees for the 
same amount of oil. This 
could further increase the 
pressure on imported infla-
tion.

A sustained rise in oil pric-
es also impacts inflation ex-
pectations. When individuals 
and businesses anticipate fur-
ther increases in fuel costs, 
they tend to increase their 
prices. This can have a cas-
cading effect on wages, 
freight, services, and other 
commodity prices. Thus, an 
initial oil shock has the poten-
tial to escalate into wide-
spread inflation. The Reserve 
Bank of India’s estimates also 
consider the impact of rising 
crude oil prices on inflation; a 
frequently cited estimate is 
that a 10 percent increase in 
crude oil prices could exert 
approximately 20 basis points 
of upward pressure on con-
sumer price inflation, al-
though the actual impact var-
ies depending on circum-
stances.

At such times, the govern-
ment and central bank face a 
balancing challenge. Exces-
sive fuel tax increases could 
impose additional burdens on 
consumers, while excessive 
tax cuts could strain govern-
ment revenues. Therefore, a 
balanced and timely tax poli-
cy is essential during times of 
extraordinary global oil 

shocks. Similarly, monetary 
policy is crucial to prevent a 
second wave of inflation, but 
excessively stringent mea-
sures could impact economic 
growth.

The long-term solution lies 
not just in controlling oil pric-
es, but in reducing depen-
dence on oil. India must di-
versify its crude oil import 
sources and strengthen its 
strategic petroleum reserves to 
mitigate immediate pressure 
during times of global supply 
shortages. It also needs to pro-
mote electric vehicles, renew-
able energy, public transport, 
and energy efficiency. The 
faster the economy shifts to 
alternative energy sources, the 
less vulnerable it will be to 
shocks in the international oil 
market.

For India, crude oil is not 
just a source of energy, but a 
crucial issue for economic 
stability. We cannot control 
the price of oil in the global 
market, but the impact it will 
have on our economy de-
pends largely on our policies 
and preparedness. While it’s 
not possible to completely 
eliminate imported inflation, 
its impact can certainly be 
mitigated.

Every oil price shock re-
minds us that energy security 
is a crucial foundation for 
economic security. Until India 
reduces its import depen-
dence, global oil market fluc-
tuations will continue to im-
pact the Indian market and the 
pockets of ordinary consum-
ers.

The journey of human 
civilization is, in many 
ways, a journey from 

darkness towards light. At 
times, human beings have 
looked towards the skies to 
understand the mysteries of 
nature; at others, they have 
ventured into the depths of 
the earth to discover the se-
crets of life, and they have 
also turned inward to explore 
the extraordinary powers hid-
den within the human body. 
Every significant scientific 
discovery has opened a new 
horizon before humanity. Yet, 
among all these mysteries, the 
human brain remains one of 
the greatest enigmas. The 
very brain that enabled hu-
manity to cross mighty moun-
tains, explore the depths of 
oceans, reach outer space and 
develop artificial intelligence 
is still not fully understood. 
How thoughts originate, how 
memories are formed, how 
emotions influence our be-
haviour, and how mental suf-
fering can transform a per-
son’s life – these questions 
have long challenged scien-
tists.

Against this backdrop, re-
search into controlling nerve 
cells through light represents 
far more than a scientific 
achievement. It offers new 
hope for understanding the 
human mind and reducing 
human suffering. The re-
search associated with Karl 
Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann 
and Georg Nagel, as referred 
to in connection with the 
2026 Nobel Prize in Medi-
cine, exemplifies this remark-
able scientific quest. The de-
velopment of optogenetics 
has provided scientists with a 
powerful method to study 
brain activity by enabling 
them to activate or inhibit 
specific nerve cells using 
light.

What makes this achieve-
ment particularly remarkable 
is that it did not begin with 
experiments on the human 
brain in some sophisticated 
laboratory. Its origins can be 
traced to attempts to under-
stand light-sensitive proteins 
found in a tiny alga. A secret 

hidden within a microscopic 
organism ultimately opened 
new possibilities for studying 
the human brain. It reminds 
us that nothing in nature is 
truly insignificant. Some-
times, solutions to humanity’s 
greatest challenges are hidden 
in the smallest components of 

life.
To understand the essence 

of this discovery, we must 
first understand how the brain 
works. Our brains contain an 
enormous network of nerve 
cells, or neurons, which com-
municate with one another 
through electrical and chemi-
cal signals. These interactions 
influence memory, sensation, 
fear, happiness, decision-mak-
ing and behaviour. Earlier, 
scientists could observe which 
regions of the brain became 
active during a particular ac-
tivity, but merely observing 
activity did not necessarily 
establish whether a particular 
group of neurons was actually 
responsible for that activity. 
The ability to selectively con-
trol neurons through light has 
helped bridge this gap. Scien-
tists can now investigate with 
much greater precision what 
happens when a particular 
group of neurons is activated 
or when its activity is sup-
pressed, and how such chang-
es affect behaviour or physio-
logical responses. Brain re-
search has therefore moved 
beyond merely observing ac-
tivity towards understanding 

the relationship between 
cause and effect.

At the same time, it is 
equally important to distin-
guish scientific promise from 
established medical achieve-
ment. The safe application of 
such techniques in the human 
brain still involves significant 

scientific, medical and ethical 
challenges. Similarly, this re-
search may have important 
implications for understand-
ing the relationship between 
the brain and artificial intelli-
gence, but every potential ap-
plication should not be pre-
sented as an established ac-
complishment. True scientific 
thinking keeps hope alive 
while remaining firmly com-
mitted to facts and evidence.

This discovery can also be 
viewed in the broader context 
of scientific breakthroughs 
that have transformed human 
life. Vaccines opened new av-
enues for preventing infec-
tious diseases; antibiotics 
made it possible to treat nu-
merous life-threatening infec-
tions; and modern surgery has 
saved countless lives. The 
significance of such discover-
ies lies not merely in their 
scientific novelty but in their 
far-reaching social impact. At 
the same time, some scientif-
ic breakthroughs took de-
cades to move from laborato-
ries into everyday medical 
practice. Research on the 
brain is part of this same long 
journey. Its true value will 

become evident when the 
knowledge it generates leads 
to safe treatments, accessible 
healthcare and tangible im-
provements in the lives of 
patients. The greatness of sci-
ence lies not merely in un-
locking a mystery, but in us-
ing that knowledge for the 
welfare of humanity.

In this context, the signifi-
cance of the Nobel Prize also 
deserves to be understood in a 
broader sense. It is not merely 
a celebration of an individual 
scientist’s achievement; it is 
also a recognition of years of 
perseverance, curiosity, fail-
ures, experimentation and pa-
tience without which major 
discoveries would rarely be 
possible.

This discovery also raises 
profound ethical and philo-
sophical questions. The hu-
man brain is not merely the 
centre of thoughts and re-
sponses; it is deeply connect-
ed with our identity, experi-
ences and sense of self. If 
scientists can activate or in-
hibit specific groups of neu-
rons and thereby influence 
behaviour, an important ques-
tion arises: what should be 
the limits of our ability to 
control brain activity? The 
development of such technol-
ogies for treating disease and 
alleviating human suffering is 
undoubtedly welcome. But 
their use must necessarily 
protect human dignity, indi-
vidual freedom, privacy and 
informed consent. The scien-
tific ability to understand a 
person’s thoughts and emo-
tions cannot be allowed to 
become a justification for 
claiming the right to control 
the human mind. The greater 
the power science acquires, 
the greater the responsibility 
that must accompany it.

For a country like India, the 
message of such research is 
particularly significant. Pro-
viding quality healthcare to a 
vast population, overcoming 
social hesitation surrounding 
mental health and connecting 
scientific research with the 
needs of ordinary people re-
main major challenges. Men-
tal illnesses must not be treat-
ed as signs of weakness or 

sources of social stigma. They 
need to be approached with 
sensitivity, scientific under-
standing and appropriate med-
ical care. New scientific dis-
coveries will become truly 
meaningful only when their 
benefits are not restricted to 
affluent sections of society or 
developed countries. Treat-
ments emerging from research 
must also be safe, accessible 
and affordable. The real de-
mocratization of knowledge 
will occur only when even the 
most vulnerable sections of 
society can benefit from sci-
entific progress.

Ultimately, the quest to un-
derstand the mysteries of the 
brain gives us much more 
than new knowledge about 
the biological structure of the 
human mind. It also encour-
ages us to reflect on the very 
purpose of civilization. The 
highest use of the intelligence 
with which humanity has 
sought to understand nature 
should be to understand and 
alleviate the suffering of oth-
ers. The true meaning of light 
is not merely the removal of 
darkness; it is also the trans-
formation of the way we see 
life.

The journey from a scien-
tific possibility hidden within 
a tiny alga to the complex 
functioning of the human 
brain teaches us humility, pa-
tience and curiosity. It re-
minds us that the mysteries of 
nature are limitless and that 
human knowledge remains 
incomplete. Therefore, every 
new scientific achievement 
should not be regarded as the 
final answer, but as an oppor-
tunity to ask better questions 
and seek more humane solu-
tions. The ultimate success of 

any discovery will be mea-
sured not merely by what it 
achieves within the laborato-
ry, but by whether it can bring 
relief to a suffering person, 
hope to someone living in de-
spair and greater sensitivity to 
society.

Wildlife is not just a country’s natural wealth; it is also 
a vital link in its ecosystem. Forests, grasslands, wet-
lands, rivers, and marine ecosystems can remain bal-

anced only when the diverse species inhabiting them are pro-
tected. India is among the world’s most important countries in 
terms of biodiversity. It is home to a diverse range of habitats, 
from the Himalayas to the Western Ghats, the Thar Desert to 
the Sundarbans and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. There-
fore, wildlife conservation is not just an effort to save a few rare 

species, but also a question of protecting natural resources and 
human life. The efforts to scientifically reintroduce the cap-
tive-bred Great Indian Bustard to its natural habitat in Rajasthan 
are an example of India’s emphasis on scientific interventions 
alongside traditional conservation measures.

The first and most obvious importance of wildlife conserva-
tion is protecting biodiversity. Every species plays a role in the 
ecosystem. The extinction of a species is not simply the loss of 
a single individual, but can also affect many biological process-
es associated with it. The conservation of a critically endan-
gered species like the Great Indian Bustard is important be-
cause its survival is linked to the protection of its entire grass-
land habitat. Similarly, the conservation of the tiger has pro-
moted the protection of large forest areas, prey species, and the 
entire food chain in India. Therefore, the conservation of an 
‘umbrella species’ can provide a protective shield for many 
other species.

Wildlife also plays a vital role in maintaining ecological bal-
ance. Predatory species control herbivore populations, pollina-
tors aid plant reproduction, and many birds and small creatures 
contribute to seed dispersal. Weakening a crucial link in the 
food chain can have devastating effects on the entire ecosystem. 
Healthy forests and grasslands also contribute to water conser-
vation, soil quality, and carbon sequestration. Thus, wildlife 
conservation is directly linked to climate and environmental 
security.

Wildlife conservation also ensures numerous ecological ser-
vices for human society. Conservation of forests and wetlands 
helps conserve water, recharge groundwater, control floods, and 
moderate temperatures. Conservation of bees, butterflies, and 
other pollinators is linked to agricultural productivity. Similar-
ly, natural habitats contribute to carbon storage and help miti-
gate the effects of climate change. Therefore, protecting nature 
is not just an environmental responsibility; it is also fundamen-
tal to food, water, and livelihood security.

Wildlife conservation is also of no small economic impor-
tance. National parks, sanctuaries, and tiger reserves promote 
nature-based tourism, creating employment and income oppor-
tunities for local communities. If tourism is developed with 
local participation and within environmental constraints, con-
servation and livelihoods can complement each other. Further-
more, wildlife is part of India’s cultural and natural heritage. It 
is our generation’s responsibility to ensure that future genera-
tions see tigers, elephants, Great Indian Bustards, rhinoceroses, 
lions, and numerous bird species in their natural surroundings.

However, the challenges facing wildlife conservation are se-
rious. The most significant challenge is habitat degradation and 
fragmentation. Growing populations, agricultural expansion, 
mining, roads, railways, industries, and other infrastructure 
projects are shrinking wildlife habitats. Fragmented forests af-
fect animal movement and breeding. Protecting wildlife corri-
dors is essential, especially for large species such as elephants, 
tigers, and leopards.

Modern infrastructure development has also brought new 
challenges. Road and rail accidents, collisions with power lines 
and energy infrastructure can threaten many birds and other 
wildlife species. The Great Indian Bustard is a significant ex-
ample. Simply increasing bird numbers is not enough to con-
serve it; threats to its habitat must also be mitigated. This high-
lights the need for conservation strategies to be both species-fo-
cused and landscape-focused.

Human-wildlife conflict also poses a major conservation chal-
lenge. When elephants enter farmlands, leopards appear near 
settlements, or wild animals damage crops, they pose real eco-
nomic and security challenges for local people. If conservation 
benefits do not reach local communities, resentment towards 
conservation can develop. Similarly, poaching and wildlife traf-
ficking continue to threaten some species. Climate change fur-
ther complicates this challenge, as changing temperature and 
rainfall patterns are impacting the traditional habitats of many 
species.

Therefore, the strategy ahead must be multifaceted. First, nat-
ural habitats must be protected while simultaneously restoring 
damaged habitats. Wildlife corridors must be scientifically iden-
tified and protected. Environmental clearances for development 
projects must consider not just a single protected area, but the 
entire landscape and wildlife movement. Where scientifically 
appropriate, captive breeding, gene banks, radio-tagging, cam-
era traps, and other modern technologies should be utilized. 
Breeding and restoration programs for endangered birds like 
the Great Indian Bustard will only be successful if their natural 
habitats are also protected.

The participation of local communities is one of the most 
important prerequisites for conservation. Instead of treating 
villagers as mere conservation law enforcers, they should be 

made partners in conservation. Eco-tourism, local handicrafts, 
sustainable livelihoods based on natural resources, and conser-
vation-related employment opportunities can be promoted. In 
the event of human-wildlife conflict, prompt and transparent 
compensation systems and rapid response mechanisms at the 
local level are also essential.

Ultimately, wildlife conservation needs to go beyond the nar-
row concept of “saving animals.” The real goal is to protect the 
forests, grasslands, wetlands, and biological corridors on which 
the future of countless species and humanity depends. Scientif-
ic research, modern technology, stringent laws, safe habitats, 
and the active participation of local communities all must be 
integrated. India’s development journey will be considered sus-
tainable only if it also includes adequate space for nature.

FOREIGN OIL, DOMESTIC INFLATIONWILDLIFE CONSERVATION: 
SECURING THE FUTURE 

WITH NATURE

Tackle Air Pollution Urgently
The worsening Air Quality Index in our metros is no lon-
ger a seasonal issue but a public health emergency. In 
Delhi, Bengaluru and other cities, children and the elderly 
suffer most, with rising cases of asthma and respiratory 
illness. Stubble burning, vehicular emissions and un-
checked construction are known causes, yet action remains 
fragmented. We need strict enforcement of emission 
norms, investment in public transport, and incentives for 
green energy. Citizens too must adopt car-pooling and 
waste segregation. Clean air cannot wait for the next win-
ter. It demands urgent, year-round political will.

– Angel

Regulate AI Deepfakes Now
The rapid spread of AI-generated deepfakes is threatening 
democracy and personal dignity. From fake videos of po-
litical leaders during elections to morphed images of wom-
en on social media, the misuse is alarming. Such content 
misleads voters, damages reputations and erodes trust in 
genuine news. Current IT laws are inadequate to detect 
and punish offenders swiftly. The government must man-
date watermarking of AI content, hold platforms account-
able for quick removal, and launch digital literacy cam-
paigns in schools. Technology should empower society, 
not become a tool for deception and harassment.

– Shalani Kumar

Promote Healthy Eating Habits
India is facing a silent epidemic of lifestyle diseases 
among youth due to excessive consumption of oily, fried 
and ultra-processed foods. Heart attacks in people in their 
30s, obesity and diabetes are now common. Fast-food 
chains, long work hours and lack of awareness have re-
placed home-cooked meals. Schools must include nutri-
tion education, and junk food advertisements targeting 
children should be restricted. Public health campaigns 
should promote millets, fruits and traditional balanced 
diets. It is time we remember that what we eat today de-
cides how healthy we will be tomorrow.

– Vasu

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

“Saving wildlife is actually saving the ecosystem, 
which ultimately underpins human survival.”

— Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

“The need today is not 
just to fight inflation, 
but to build an economy 
that is stronger, more 
self-reliant, and more 
resilient to external 
price shocks.”
DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

The true human test of 
science and the new vision 
that the world needs today

Dr. Satyavan 
Saurabh

NEW DISCOVERIES ABOUT THE MYSTERIES OF THE 
BRAIN: A NEW LIGHT FOR HUMANITYLALIT GARGG
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MUMBAI

Nearly 85 per cent of Maha-
rashtra has been declared 
drought-hit, and affected 
farmers will receive financial 
assistance of Rs 5,000 before 
Diwali ,  Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis has 
announced.

Fadnavis said the state gov-
ernment had issued a supple-
mentary Government Resolu-

tion (GR) adding 40 more 
ta lukas  to  the  l i s t  o f 
drought-affected areas. The 
decision aims to extend relief 
to farmers facing difficulties 
due to inadequate rainfall and 
drought conditions.

With a large part of the 
state facing drought condi-
tions, the government has 
expanded the coverage of 
affected areas to ensure that 
more farmers can benefit 

from relief measures. The 
addition of 40 talukas reflects 
the growing geographical 
extent of the drought situa-
tion.

Drought conditions can 
severely affect agricultural 
production, particularly in 
regions dependent on rainfall 
for cultivation.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
announcement comes as farm-
ers across several parts of 

Maharashtra face challenges 
in sustaining their crops and 
managing financial pressures. 
The promised assistance is 
intended to provide some 
immediate relief to affected 
families.

The supplementary GR for-
mally adds the newly identi-
fied talukas to the drought-hit 
list, expanding the areas eli-
gible for applicable relief 
measures.

Fadnavis’s announcement 
highlights the state’s efforts to 
respond to the drought situa-
tion and support the farming 
community.

The  f inanc ia l  a id  i s 
expected to offer temporary 
support to farmers ahead of 
Diwali, while the wider 
drought situation continues to 
pose challenges for agricul-
ture and rural livelihoods 
across Maharashtra.

NEW DELHI

Activists of the Students’ Fed-
eration of India (SFI) and the 
Democratic Youth Federation 
of India (DYFI) attempted to 
march towards Jantar Mantar 
in New Delhi on Wednesday 
but were stopped by police 
barricades.

The march came two days 
after the Delhi Police denoti-
fied Jantar Mantar as a desig-
nated protest site. The deci-
sion has affected the venue’s 
status as a location for organ-
ised demonstrations in the 
national capital.

The activists attempted to 
proceed towards the protest 
site but were prevented from 
crossing the barricades put up 
by the police.

SFI and DYFI are organisa-
tions associated with student 
and youth movements.

The latest incident has 
brought attention to the rules 

governing public protests in 
Delhi, particularly the restric-
tions imposed on demonstra-
tions at designated locations. 
Jantar Mantar has tradition-
ally served as a prominent 
venue for protests by political 
parties, student groups, trade 
unions and civil society 
organisations.

The Delhi Police’s decision 
to denotify the site has raised 
questions about where dem-
onstrators can assemble and 
express their demands.

The activists’ attempt to 
march towards Jantar Mantar 
highlights the continuing 
importance of access to public 
spaces for organised demon-

strations.
The development comes 

amid wider discussions about 
the regulation of protests in 
the national capital and the 
balance between maintaining 
public order and allowing 
peaceful demonstrations.

BHUBANESWAR

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik has 
urged party leaders to high-
light what he described as the 
incompetence of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) gov-
ernment in Odisha, alleging 
that the future of Generation 
Z was bleak under its admin-
istration.

Targeting the government 
led by CM Mohan Charan 
Majhi, the former Odisha 
chief minister accused it of 
failing to address the concerns 
of different sections of soci-
ety. Patnaik alleged that farm-
ers, women, elderly citizens, 
poor people and the middle 
class were facing difficulties 
under the current administra-
tion.

He called on BJD leaders 
and workers to expose the 
government’s shortcomings 
and raise public issues effec-
tively. He also urged party 
members to strengthen their 
engagement with people and 
communicate their concerns 
about the state’s administra-
tion.

Patnaik’s remarks come as 

the BJD continues to chal-
lenge the BJP government, 
which came to power in Odi-
sha in 2024, ending the 
regional party’s long tenure in 
the state.

T h e  B J D  p r e s i d e n t 
expressed concern about the 
prospects of young people, 
particularly Generation Z, and 
alleged that the government’s 
policies were not providing 
them with sufficient opportu-
nities or a clear future.

The party has been seeking 
to regain public support by 
questioning the BJP govern-
ment’s performance and high-
lighting issues related to 
farmers’ welfare, employ-
ment, social security and eco-
nomic opportunities.

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has filed a sup-
plementary chargesheet in the 
NEET paper leak case, alleg-
ing that an accused, Sheshrao 
Bajrang Suryawanshi, pro-
vided the medical entrance 
examination question paper to 
s e v e r a l  c a n d i d a t e s  i n 
exchange for money.

According to the supple-
m e n t a r y  c h a r g e s h e e t , 
Suryawanshi allegedly sup-
plied the examination paper to 
various candidates and col-
lected money from them. The 
latest filing forms part of the 
agency’s ongoing investiga-
tion into the alleged leak of 
the  Nat ional  El ig ibi l i -
ty-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) 
question paper.

NEET is the national-level 
entrance examination for stu-
dents seeking admission to 
undergradua te  medica l 
courses across India. Allega-
tions of question paper leaks 
and irregularities have raised 
concerns among students, par-
ents and educational institu-
tions about the fairness and 
transparency of the examina-
tion process.

The CBI has been investi-

gating the alleged leak and 
the roles of individuals sus-
pected of being involved in 
the network. The agency’s 
supplementary chargesheet 
presents additional allegations 
and details relating to the 
accused person’s purported 
role in distributing the exam-
ination paper.

The filing is part of the 
legal process through which 
investigators place their find-
ings before the court. Further 
proceedings will determine 
how the allegations are exam-
ined and whether the evidence 
presented is sufficient to 
establish criminal liability.

The NEET paper leak con-
troversy has attracted nation-
wide attention because of the 
examination’s importance to 
medical aspirants. Every year, 
large numbers of students 
appear for the test, making 
the integrity of the examina-
tion process a major concern.

Any compromise in the 
confidentiality of examina-
tion papers can undermine 
the confidence of candidates 
who prepare for the test 
through legitimate means. 
The case has therefore high-
lighted the need for strong 
safeguards in examination 
paper preparation, transporta-

tion and distribution.
T h e  C B I ’ s  l a t e s t 

chargesheet marks another 
development in the investiga-
tion. The allegations against 
Suryawanshi will be subject 
to judicial scrutiny, and the 
accused is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in accor-
dance with the law.

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah criticised the Congress 
over its protests against the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls and 
predicted that the party would 
face its fourth consecutive 
defeat in the 2029 Lok Sabha 
elections.

Shah said the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
would return to power with an 
overwhelming majority in the 
next general elections. He 
made the remarks following 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) victory in Gujarat’s 
local body elections.

Taking aim at the Congress, 
Shah said public trust could 
not be earned through what 
he described as manufactured 
media events and repeated 

falsehoods. His comments 
came amid the political con-
frontation over the ongoing 
revision of electoral rolls and 
opposition allegations con-
cerning the deletion of voters’ 
names.

The SIR exercise has 
emerged as a major point of 
disagreement between the BJP 
and opposition parties, with 

the Congress and other politi-
cal groups raising concerns 
about the electoral process. 
The BJP, meanwhile, has 
defended the revision exercise 
and criticised the opposition’s 
protests.

The Congress has continued 
to raise concerns over the revi-
sion of voter lists, arguing that 
the process must protect the 
voting rights of eligible citi-
zens. The dispute has intensi-
fied political exchanges 
between the ruling party and 
the opposition.

With the 2029 Lok Sabha 
elections still more than two 
years away, Shah’s prediction 
sets the tone for the BJP’s 
political messaging ahead of 
the next general election. The 
electoral contest will ulti-
mately depend on voter pref-
erences and the performance 
of political parties in the com-
ing years.

Shah predicts fourth straight 
defeat for Congress in 2029

He says public trust cannot be earned through 
manufactured media events and repeated falsehoods.

Key highlights
→	 SIR exercise sparks political 

disagreement.

→	 Opposition alleges voter 
rights threat.

→	 BJP defends voter list 
revision.

→	 Political friction intensifies 
over changes.

→	 Shah predicts 2029 electoral 
victory.

4th
consecutive Lok Sabha 
defeat Shah predicts for the 
Congress, in 2029

Mob torches murder 
accused’s medical 

store in Mansa
PUNJAB

A mob set fire to a medical 
store allegedly belonging to 
an accused in the murder of 
an anti-drug activist in Pun-
jab’s Mansa district, amid 
bulldozer action against the 
accused’s property.

The protesters reportedly 
pulled furniture out of the 
medical store and dragged it 
onto the road before setting it 
on fire. The incident occurred 
amid growing anger over the 
killing of the anti-drug cru-
sader.

The violence came as 
authorities undertook bull-
dozer action against property 
linked to the accused in the 
murder case. The develop-
ments triggered tension in the 
area, with members of the 
public expressing anger over 
the killing.

The deceased activist had 
reportedly been involved in 
efforts to oppose drug abuse 
and raise awareness about the 

drug menace. His murder has 
drawn attention to the con-
tinuing concerns over narcot-
ics and their impact on com-
munities in Punjab.

The destruction of the med-
ical store and the burning of 
furniture added to the tension 
surrounding the case. Such 
incidents also raised concerns 
about public order and the 
possibility of further violence 
amid strong public reactions 
to the murder.

Authorities are expected to 
take steps to maintain law and 
order and prevent further inci-
dents in the area.

The incident highlights the 
anger that can follow crimes 
involving individuals engaged 
in anti-drug campaigns, par-
ticularly in areas affected by 
concerns over narcotics.

Police action and further 
developments in the murder 
investigation are likely to 
remain a focus as authorities 
work to address the case and 
maintain peace in Mansa.

CBI files supplementary chargesheet 
in NEET paper leak case

WHAT IS NEET?
The national-level 
entrance examination 

for students seeking 
admission to undergraduate 
medical courses across India.

?

Patnaik urges BJD 
leaders to target 
BJP government

SFI, DYFI hold rally to reclaim 
Jantar Mantar as stir site

Police blocked activists 
at barricades, 

preventing them from 
entering the restricted 

protest site.

At a glance

1 Delhi Police denotified 
Jantar Mantar site.

2 Supreme Court directions 
prompted site removal.

3 Activists faced police 
barricades blocking access.

4 Unauthorized gatherings 
risk strict legal action.

Tamil Nadu plans extra spending 
to prevent power cuts

Power demand
extra spending a day, at most

Rs 7 cr
the state’s power requirement

21,000 MW
rise on the same period last year

+5,000 MW

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government 
may spend up to Rs 7 crore 
extra every day to prevent 
power cuts as electricity 
demand in the state continues 
to rise, a minister said on 
Wednesday.

The state’s power require-
ment has reached 21,000 
megawatts (MW), an increase 
of 5,000 MW compared with 
the same period last year. The 
sharp rise in demand has 
increased pressure on the 
state’s electricity supply sys-
tem, prompting the govern-
ment to take steps to ensure 
uninterrupted power supply.

According to the minister, 
the additional expenditure will 
help the state meet its growing 
electricity needs and avoid 
power shortages. The govern-
ment is prepared to spend 
more, if required, to ensure 
that households, businesses 

and industries receive ade-
quate electricity.

Tamil Nadu has a substan-
tial demand for electricity 
from domestic consumers, 
commercial establishments, 
agricultural activities and 
industrial units. Rising con-
sumption has made it neces-
sary for the authorities to 
arrange additional power to 
meet the requirements of dif-
ferent sectors.

The proposed additional 
spending is expected to help 

the state manage peak demand 
and reduce the possibility of 
power interruptions.

The increase in demand by 
5,000 MW over the previous 
year highlights the growing 
pressure on the state’s power 
infrastructure.

The minister’s statement 
comes amid efforts to main-
tain a reliable power supply 
across Tamil Nadu. The gov-
ernment is seeking to meet 
the increased requirement by 
arranging additional electric-
ity and allocating more funds, 
if necessary.

However, the actual addi-
t ional  expenditure wil l 
depend on the amount of 
power required and the 
arrangements made to meet 
demand. The government’s 
stated priority is to prevent 
power cuts and ensure that 
consumers continue to receive 
electricity without major dis-
ruptions.

DROUGHT SUPPORT

Maha declares 85% area drought‑hit, announces aid

Devendra Fadnavis
Chief Minister, Maharashtra

CJP founder Dipke 
claims ‘unofficial 

emergency’
NEW DELHI

Cockroach Janta Party 
founder Abhijeet Dipke 

has sharply criticized the 
authorities following the 
detention of party mem-

bers Saurav Das and 
Ashutosh Ranka. Both 

leaders were remanded to 
five-day judicial custody 

and placed in Tihar Jail for 
allegedly violating peace 
bonds and trespassing at 

Jantar Mantar. Dipke 
denounced the arrests as 

proof of an “unofficial 
emergency” designed to 

stifle political dissent and 
suppress civil liberties. 

The incident has triggered 
sharp political reactions 

across capital circles, with 
party supporters 

demanding their immedi-
ate release while legal 

teams expedite bail appli-
cations to challenge the 

custody order.

NMC issues advisory 
on digital medical 

record authentication
NEW DELHI

The National Medical 
Commission (NMC) has 

issued an advisory on the 
remote authentication of 

medical records using 
digital signatures, aiming 
to address confusion over 

existing practices in 
healthcare 

establishments.
In a public notice dated 

October 13, the NMC said 
different practices fol-

lowed by healthcare insti-
tutions had created 

uncertainty regarding the 
remote review and 

authentication of medical 
records. The advisory 

seeks to provide clarity on 
the use of digital signa-
tures for verifying such 

documents.

Death penalty for 
Muskan, lover in ‘blue 

drum murder’ case
MEERUT

A Meerut court has sen-
tenced Muskan Rastogi 

and her lover, Sahil 
Shukla, to death for the 

brutal murder of Muskan’s 
husband, Saurabh Rajput, 

in the high-profile “blue 
drum murder” case. The 

convicts were earlier 
found guilty of murdering 

the former Merchant 
Navy officer, dismember-
ing his body, and conceal-

ing the remains inside a 
cement-filled plastic 

drum. Declaring the case 
as falling within the “rar-
est of rare” category, the 
court handed down the 

capital punishment after 
a rigorous trial featuring 
numerous hearings and 

witness testimonies.

SC takes note of fake 
medical college in UP

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has 
directed the University 

Grants Commission 
(UGC) to warn the public 

about fake institutions 
after learning that a fake 

medical college was oper-
ating out of a dilapidated 

farmhouse in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Etah district, 
reportedly chaired by a 
local tea-seller. Taking 

serious note of the fraud-
ulent institution, the apex 

court expressed deep 
concern over the prolifer-

ation of sham educational 
bodies duping students 
and undermining public 
health standards. The 

bench questioned regula-
tory authorities on how 
such an operation went 

unnoticed and demanded 
immediate, strict action 

against those responsible 
to protect unsuspecting 

aspiring medical students 
from severe financial and 

academic fraud.
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VARANASI

The famous Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple in Uttar Pradesh has 
come under scrutiny follow-
ing allegations that certain 
gold structures, described as 
swarna kalash (golden spires), 
are missing from parts of the 
temple.

A lawyer based in Varanasi 
has raised concerns over the 
alleged disappearance, calling 
for an investigation into the 
matter.

According to the lawyer, 
the golden structures were 

reportedly missing from two 
locations above the temple’s 
nor thern  en t rance .  He 
described the issue as serious 
and said it required immediate 
attention from the concerned 
authorities. The allegation has 
raised questions about the 
presence and maintenance of 
gold structures associated 
with the historic religious site.

The Kashi Vishwanath Tem-
ple, dedicated to Lord Shiva, 
is one of the most prominent 
Hindu pilgrimage centres in 
India. Located in Varanasi, 
the temple attracts large num-

bers of devotees throughout 
the year.

However, the claim that the 
golden spires are missing 
remains an allegation, and 
further verification is neces-
sary to establish the facts.

The matter is expected to 
draw attention from temple 
authorities and government 
officials, who may need to 
examine records and inspect 
the relevant locations to deter-
mine whether the structures 
were removed, altered or are 
absent for another reason.

The lawyer has stressed the 
need for a clear explanation, 
saying the matter should not 
be overlooked. An official 
assessment could help estab-
lish the current status of the 
structures and address con-
cerns among devotees.

No confirmed explanation 

has been provided regarding 
the alleged missing gold 
structures. The temple admin-
istration’s response and any 
official inquiry will be 
important in determining the 
facts.

The development has 
renewed attention on the need 
for transparency and proper 
documentation in the upkeep 
of valuable items and archi-
tectural features at prominent 
religious institutions. Any 
conclusions, however, must 
await verification by the con-
cerned authorities.

CHENNAI

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) president M.K. Stalin 
has said that his party is 
ready to provide legal assis-
tance and support to activists 
of the Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) who were arrested and 
remanded in judicial custody.

In a social media post, Sta-
lin expressed solidarity with 
the  a r res ted  ac t iv i s t s , 
Ashutosh Ranka and Saurav 
Das. He stated that the DMK 
was prepared to extend all 
necessary legal representation 
and support to them.

Stalin’s statement followed 
a post on the social media 
platform X by Abhijeet 
Dipke, the founder and con-
venor of the CJP. Referring to 
Dipke’s post, Stalin voiced 
support for the activists and 
indicated that the DMK would 
help them through legal chan-
nels.

The arrests and subsequent 
remand of the activists have 
drawn attention to the circum-
stances surrounding their pro-
test and the action taken 
against them. Stalin’s inter-
vention signals the DMK’s 
willingness to assist the activ-
ists as they pursue their legal 
options.

The DMK president empha-
sised the importance of stand-
ing by those facing legal pro-
ceedings following their par-
ticipation in protests. His offer 

of legal assistance could help 
the arrested activists obtain 
representation and navigate 
the judicial process.

The development also 
brings renewed focus on the 
role of political parties in sup-
porting individuals facing 
legal action in connection 
with protests.

Stalin’s statement makes 
clear that the DMK is willing 
to provide the two activists 
with legal support. The next 
steps are likely to depend on 
the progress of the judicial 
proceedings and the legal 
assistance arranged by the 
party.

The development comes as 
questions surrounding pro-
tests, arrests and the rights of 
demonstrators continue to 
feature in public debate. The 
DMK’s offer places the party 
in a position to assist the 
activists while their cases pro-
ceed through the legal system.

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
has voiced support for protest-
ing students, asserting that 
nobody can stop them from 
raising their voices against 
injustice. Addressing the 
issue, Gandhi said students 
represent the voice of India 
and urged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to recognise 
their right to protest.

While speaking to the 
media, Gandhi assured pro-
testing students that action 
would be taken against those 
responsible for any alleged 
wrongdoing. He said account-
ability would extend to every-
one in positions of power, 
from the Prime Minister to 
police constables.

Gandhi’s remarks came 
amid concerns over the han-
dling of student protests and 

allegations of action against 
demonstrators. He empha-
sised that students should be 
allowed to express their views 
without intimidation and that 
their grievances must be heard 
by the authorities.

The Congress leader’s state-
ment highlighted the opposi-
tion party’s support for stu-
dents seeking justice and 
accountability. He indicated 
that those responsible for 
alleged excesses should face 
appropriate action, regardless 
of their position or authority.

Gandhi’s comments under-
lined the importance of pro-
tecting this right and ensuring 
that students can express their 
concerns freely.

He also stressed the need 
for accountability within the 
system, suggesting that alle-
gations involving officials 

should be examined and 
addressed through appropri-
ate action. His remarks were 
directed at the government 
and the authorities responsi-
ble for maintaining law and 
order.

The statement is likely to 
add to the political debate 
over the treatment of protest-
ing students and the govern-
ment’s response to demon-
strations. The Congress has 
repeatedly raised concerns 
over issues involving civil lib-
erties, democratic rights and 
the handling of public pro-
tests.

Gandhi’s message was 
clear: students should not be 
prevented from raising legiti-
mate concerns, and those 
found responsible for miscon-
duct must be held account-
able.

NEW DELHI

BJP national media convenor 
Ashish Usha Agarwal has 
criticised Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi over his 
remarks on the action taken 
against CJP leaders, asking 
him to stop misleading the 
country.

In a post on X, Agarwal said 
public spaces could not be 
turned into political battle-
grounds. He argued that public 

order and the rule of law must 
be respected, responding to 
Gandhi’s criticism of the 
action against the CJP leaders.

Agarwal accused Gandhi of 
presenting the issue in a way 
that, according to him, could 
mislead the public.

Gandhi had criticised the 
action against the CJP leaders, 
raising concerns over the 
authorities’ response. The 
BJP, however, defended the 
action and maintained that 

public spaces should not be 
used in ways that disrupt nor-
mal activities or create law-
and-order concerns.

Agarwal stressed that polit-
ical differences should not be 
used to justify actions that 
violate established rules. His 
comments reflected the BJP’s 
position that the authorities 
must be allowed to maintain 
public order while dealing 
with protests and other public 
gatherings.

The exchange highlights 
the continuing political dis-
agreement between the BJP 
and the Congress over pro-
tests, public demonstrations 
and the response of law 
enforcement agencies.

The issue has added to the 
broader political debate over 
the limits of public protest 
and the responsibilities of 
pol i t ica l  leaders  when 
responding to government 
action.

CHENNAI

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) will take a decision on 
the political situation only if 
AIADMK legislators switch 
sides, Tamil Nadu Health 
Minister Arunraj has said.

Speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of an event at Kil-
pauk Medical College in 
Chennai, Arunraj clarified 
that his party had no specific 
plan to pursue the matter at 
present. However, he indi-
cated that TVK would remain 
open to considering the situa-
tion if AIADMK MLAs 
decided to leave their party 
and join its ranks.

The minister’s remarks 
come amid discussions over 
possible political realignments 
in Tamil Nadu and the future 
strategies of various parties. 
Any movement of legislators 
between political parties could 
influence political calculations 
and alliance dynamics in the 
State.

Arunraj made it clear that 
TVK was not currently pursu-
ing a specific initiative to 
attract AIADMK legislators. 
Instead, the party would 
assess the circumstances and 
decide on its course of action 
if such developments took 

place.
TVK, led by actor-​turned-​

politician Vijay, has emerged 
as a new player in Tamil 
Nadu politics and is seeking 
to establish its position in the 
State’s political landscape. Its 
future political decisions, 
including possible alliances 
and responses to changes 
within rival parties, are being 
closely watched.

The AIADMK remains one 
of the major political parties 
in Tamil Nadu. Any decision 
by its sitting legislators to 
switch parties could have 
implications for the party’s 
organisational strength and 
the broader political equation.

Arunraj’s statement sug-
gests that TVK intends to 

respond to any such develop-
ment rather than initiate a 
move at this stage. He did not 
announce any immediate deci-
sion regarding possible defec-
tions or political arrange-
ments.

The remarks highlight the 
continuing uncertainty sur-
rounding political alignments 
in Tamil Nadu, where parties 
are assessing their strategies 
and positions ahead of future 
electoral contests.

‘Stop misleading country’: BJP slams Rahul over CJP row
BJP national media convenor Ashish Agarwal accused Gandhi of public misrepresentation regarding the issue.

BJP-Congress clash 
over protests

BJP and Congress spar 
over police actions against 
CJP leaders during public 
demonstrations. The BJP 

defended maintaining 
order, while the Congress 
criticised the authorities, 

intensifying political 
debates on protest limits.

Rahul backs protesting 
students against Modi

Gandhi’s remarks 
followed mounting 

concerns over the govt’s 
handling of student 
protests and alleged 
crackdowns against 

demonstrators.

TVK will decide only if AIADMK 
MLAs switch sides: Arunraj

Key points

1 TVK denies actively 
courting AIADMK 

legislators.

2 Party stance remains 
strictly reactive currently.

3 Defections could shift 
regional power equations.

4 Actor Vijay’s party seeks 
political footing.

The minister’s remarks 
coincide with ongoing 
discussions about 
potential political 
realignments and 
party strategies in 
Tamil Nadu.

Stalin offers legal aid to 
arrested CJP activists

Students demand SRFTI 
VC’s removal

The students’ 
charges

■	 Demand: removal of the 
Vice-Chancellor over alleged 
campus violence

■	 Police complaints: diluted 
by the institute authorities

■	 Protesters: threatened with 
disciplinary action

■	 Dialogue: refused by the 
administration

KOLKATA

Students of the Satyajit Ray 
Film and Television Institute 
(SRFTI) in Kolkata continued 
their sit-in protest for the third 
consecutive day, demanding 
the removal of the institute’s 
Vice-Chancellor over alleged 
campus violence.

The protesting students 
have accused the administra-
tion of failing to address their 
concerns and demanded 
accountability for the inci-
dents.

The students alleged that 
the authorities had not taken 
adequate steps to resolve the 
situation and ensure the safety 
of those on campus. They 
called for the Vice-Chancel-
lor’s removal, claiming that 
the administration’s handling 
of the violence had raised 
serious questions about its 
functioning.

The protesters also accused 
the institute authorities of 
diluting police complaints 
related to the alleged inci-
dents. They further claimed 
that students participating in 
the agitation were being 
threatened with disciplinary 
action. According to the pro-
testers, the administration had 
refused to engage in meaning-
ful dialogue to address their 
demands.

The sit-in entered its third 
day as students continued to 
press for action against those 

they held responsible for the 
campus violence. They main-
tained that their protest would 
continue until the administra-
tion responded to their con-
cerns and appropriate steps 
were taken to address the alle-
gations.

The students’ demands cen-
tre on accountability, campus 
safety and the handling of 
complaints related to the vio-
lence. They have also raised 
concerns about the alleged 
pressure on protesters, argu-
ing that disciplinary threats 
could discourage students 
from raising issues affecting 
them.

The students are seeking a 
clear response from the 
authorities and action on their 
demand for the Vice-Chancel-
lor’s removal. Their allega-
tions regarding police com-
plaints, disciplinary threats 
and the lack of meaningful 
dialogue remain central to the 
protest.

Delhi HC seeks FSSAI 
stand on paneer

Court seeks 
answers on 

paneer labelling
The Delhi High Court asked 
authorities to respond to a 
PIL regarding misleading 
labels on dairy analogue 
products resembling paneer. 
Petitioners emphasise that 
clear FSSAI standards are 
vital for consumer choice.

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought responses 
from the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI), the Centre and the 
Delhi government on a public 
interest litigation (PIL) rais-
ing concerns over the sale of 
non-dairy products resem-
bling paneer under the same 
name.

The pet i t ioners  have 
expressed concern that dairy 
analogue products could be 
sold to consumers as paneer, 
potentially misleading buyers 
about the nature and nutri-
tional value of the food they 
purchase.

According to the petition, 
paneer is a standardised dairy 
product under the country’s 
food safety regulations. How-
ever, non-dairy analogue 
products may contain ingredi-
ents other than milk and may 
not offer the same nutritional 
value as conventional paneer.

The petitioners argued that 
consumers should be able to 
distinguish between genuine 
dairy paneer and products 
made using non-milk ingredi-
ents. They raised concerns 
that inadequate identification 
or labelling could prevent 
consumers from making 
informed decisions about 
their food choices.

The PIL has brought the 
issue of food labelling, 

product standards and con-
sumer protection before the 
court. It seeks attention to the 
manner in which dairy ana-
logue products are marketed 
and sold, particularly when 
their appearance resembles 
traditional paneer.

The responses from these 
authorities are expected to 
address the existing regula-
tory framework and the mea-
sures, if any, governing the 
sale and labelling of such 
products.

Clear product descriptions 
and accurate labelling are 
important for helping con-
sumers understand the ingre-
dients used in food products 
and distinguish between dif-
ferent categories of items 
available in the market.

The matter will proceed as 
the court considers the 
responses from the concerned 
authorities and examines the 
issues raised by the petition-
ers.

GOLD SPIRES ROW

Kashi Vishwanath Temple faces missing gold allegations
Probe sought into missing gold spires
Allegations regarding missing golden spires at a prominent 
temple have sparked calls for transparency and an official 
inquiry. Authorities must verify records and inspect the site to 
address devotee concerns.

Ashish Agarwal
BJP national media convenor

SC advances Delhi 
SIR hearing to Oct 28

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has 
advanced the hearing 

date for the Delhi Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
case to October 28. The 

decision follows an exten-
sion granted by the poll 
panel on September 26, 
which pushed the dead-
line for filing claims and 

objections under the 
ongoing voter list revision 

by a month to 
October 30. The apex 

court’s intervention aims 
to ensure smooth elec-
toral preparations and 

address concerns regard-
ing transparency and 

timelines in the capital’s 
voter roll revision process 
ahead of upcoming polls.

Viral video of ‘abuse’ 
of tribal students: 
MP cop suspended

BHOPAL

A police officer in Madhya 
Pradesh has been sus-

pended after a video 
allegedly showing him 
abusing tribal students 

during a protest went viral 
on social media. The inci-
dent occurred on Tuesday, 

following which Ratan 
Singh Parihar, in-charge 
of the Misrod police sta-

tion, was suspended, 
according to officials. The 

video reportedly shows 
the officer using abusive 

language against the pro-
testing students, trigger-
ing concern over police 

conduct. The action 
against the officer follows 
allegations of inappropri-
ate behaviour while deal-

ing with tribal students 
during the protest.

Delhi Police term 
viral Rahul Gandhi 

video fake
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has refuted 
claims of an attack at 
Congress leader Rahul 

Gandhi’s residence, 
describing a video circu-
lating on social media as 
fake and unrelated to any 

recent incident.
The police said the foot-

age was old and had been 
shared misleadingly to 

create a false impression.
In a post on its official X 

handle, Delhi Police clari-
fied that the viral video 

showed an incident from 
December 2019. It stated 
that the footage had no 
connection with recent 
events and dismissed 

claims suggesting that an 
attack had taken place at 

Gandhi’s residence.
The clarification came 

after the video began cir-
culating on social media, 

with claims linking it to an 
alleged incident at the 
Congress leader’s resi-

dence. The police urged 
people not to believe or 

share unverified informa-
tion that could mislead 

the public.
Officials explained that 
the footage being circu-
lated was from an earlier 

incident and that present-
ing it as recent was factu-

ally incorrect.
The incident highlights 

the growing concern over 
the circulation of old vid-

eos and misleading 
claims on social media 

platforms. Such content 
can quickly spread and 

create unnecessary 
alarm, particularly when it 
involves prominent politi-

cal leaders or sensitive 
security-related matters.

Rahul Gandhi, a senior 
Congress leader and 

Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, is fre-
quently the subject of 
political debate and 

social media discussions. 
However, the police clari-

fication specifically 
addressed the authentic-
ity of the circulating video 

and its alleged connec-
tion to a recent attack.
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MEXICO CITY

Families in Nicaragua are fac-
ing immense agony as a 
growing number of govern-
ment critics and former revo-
lutionaries disappear into state 
custody without a trace. Hu-
man rights monitors warn that 
state-backed enforced disap-
pearances are being used as a 
deliberate tactic to spread fear 
across society.

Among the missing are 
71-year-old retired army col-
onel Carlos Brenes and his 
wife, Salvadora Martinez. 

Brenes was once a prominent 
fighter who helped President 
Daniel Ortega overthrow a 
previous dictatorship in the 
1970s. However, he later be-
came an outspoken critic of 
Ortega’s government. Neigh-
bors witnessed police escort-

ing the couple away from 
their rural home in August 
2025.

International organizations 
and human rights groups re-
port that at least 68 people are 
currently imprisoned for po-
litical reasons in Nicaragua, 

with 31 classified as victims 
of enforced disappearance. 
The regime offers no formal 
arrest warrants, schedules no 
public court hearings, and ig-
nores inquiries from desperate 

relatives. United Nations ex-
perts state that at least eight 
political detainees have died 
in state custody since crack-
downs began during anti-gov-
ernment protests in 2018.

Other former Sandinista 
fighters have faced similar 
fates. Victor Boitano, a retired 
colonel who began criticizing 
government corruption, was 
arrested without a warrant by 
armed officers at his Managua 
home in April 2024. His wife, 
Eugenia Valle, spent months 
searching various prisons be-
fore fleeing into exile in Italy 

after police surrounded her 
residence. She remains deeply 
distressed, noting that no one 
has seen her husband in over 
two years.

The Nicaraguan govern-
ment, along with its interior 
ministry and army, has con-
sistently ignored inquiries 
from international agencies 
and families. Experts empha-
size that these secret deten-
tions mirror dark periods of 
Latin American history, de-
signed entirely to silence op-
position and terrorize citizens 
into complete submission.

JERUSALEM

Marking a sweeping diplo-
matic pivot, Colombia offi-
cially inaugurated its embassy 
in Jerusalem, becoming the 
tenth nation to establish its 
diplomatic mission in the con-
tested city. The move comes 
under newly elected conser-
vative President Abelardo de 
la Espriella, who assumed 
office in August and swiftly 
moved to undo the hostile 
policies of his leftist prede-
cessor, Gustavo Petro. Along-
side the embassy relocation, 
Bogotá formally reinstated its 

bilateral free trade agreement 
with Israel.

The inauguration signals a 
dramatic turnaround in bilat-
eral relations. In May 2024, 
former President Petro sev-
ered diplomatic ties with Isra-
el and vehemently criticized 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s military campaign 
in Gaza.

Colombian Minister of For-
eign Affairs Omar Bula Esco-
bar, speaking at the embassy 
opening ceremony alongside 
Israeli officials, emphasized 
the historic nature of the cor-
rection. “Today, we are taking 

a concrete step towards re-
storing diplomatic relations 
between our countries, rela-
tions that should never have 
been broken,” Bula stated, 
hailing Israel as an enduring 
strategic partner.

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar welcomed the 
delegation, praising the policy 
reversal. “Opening an embas-
sy in Jerusalem is not only 
recognition of the simple po-
litical fact that Jerusalem is 
Israel’s capital. It is also rec-
ognition of a historical truth 
that no honest person can 
deny,” Saar remarked. Fol-

lowing the inauguration, Saar 
and Bula convened for com-
prehensive bilateral talks 
aimed at expanding security, 

technology, and economic 
cooperation.

The status of Jerusalem re-
mains one of the most sensi-

tive and fiercely contested 
issues in the Middle East con-
flict. While Israel considers 
the entire city its undivided 
capital, Palestinians claim 
East Jerusalem as the seat of 
a future independent state. 
The vast majority of the inter-
national community maintains 
diplomatic missions in Tel 
Aviv. However, a small group 
of nations—including the 
United States, which moved 
its embassy in 2018, along-
side Guatemala, Honduras, 
Paraguay, and Somaliland—
have chosen to position their 
embassies in Jerusalem.

BANGKOK

As global financial leaders 
gather in Bangkok for high-
stakes discussions, the Euro-
pean Union has launched an 
urgent diplomatic and finan-
cial push to close a looming 
funding gap for Ukraine. 
Speaking on the sidelines of 
the International Monetary 
Fund and G7 meetings, Euro-
pean Economic Commission-
er Valdis Dombrovskis out-
lined the bloc’s strategy to 
secure substantial multi-na-
tional monetary commitments 
to sustain Kyiv through 2027 
and beyond.

While financial provisions 
for the year 2026 are largely 
secured—backed by roughly 
31 billion euros from EU cof-
fers awaiting final disburse-
ment contingent on agreed 
parliamentary reforms—fu-
ture projections indicate a 
widening fiscal deficit. Al-
though Brussels has already 
pledged an additional 45 bil-
lion euros ($50 billion) for 
2027, Ukrainian defense and 
reconstruction requirements 
are expected to vastly outstrip 
these initial commitments, 
prompting the EU to actively 

canvass wealthy international 
partners.

“This is one of the primary 
topics being addressed during 
the current IMF and G7 ses-
sions, where our objective is 
to mobilize collaborative sup-
port from allied nations,” 
Dombrovskis stated during an 

interview. He emphasized that 
from the inception of the con-
flict, the European Union has 
maintained the operational 
position that it intends to cov-
er approximately two-thirds 
of Kyiv’s aggregate external 
financing requirements, leav-
ing international allies to pool 
resources for the remaining 
share.

Beyond pure financial aid, 
Dombrovskis drew sharp at-
tention to systemic shortfalls 
in military hardware delivery, 
noting a persistent gap be-
tween public defense pledges 
made by various NATO mem-
ber states and the actual de-
ployment of armaments to the 
front lines. Closing this deliv-
ery deficit, he argued, re-
mains vital to alleviating the 
severe pressures weighing on 
Ukraine’s national treasury. 
Pointing to positive excep-
tions within the international 
donor community, he high-
lighted Norway’s robust con-
tributions, including a newly 
pledged sum of more than $9 
billion for next year, contrast-
ing it with other affluent part-
ners who have lagged behind 
in scaling their commitments 
proportionally.

BUTEMBO

Deep fear and false rumors 
are keeping mothers and sick 
children away from hospitals 
in eastern Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo as the country 
fights its worst Ebola out-
break ever recorded. Health 
workers report that dangerous 
myths are causing a massive 
drop in hospital visits, leading 
to soaring maternal deaths 
and a sharp fall in childhood 
immunizations.

The current epidemic has 
already spread across seven 
provinces, infecting over 
8,000 people and claiming 
more than 4,000 lives. In Eb-
ola hot spots like Ituri prov-
ince, United Nations data re-
veals that maternal deaths 
jumped by nearly 70 percent 
between May and July com-
pared to the previous year. 
Many pregnant women are 
choosing to give birth at 
home without professional 
help because they are terrified 
of catching the virus or mis-
takenly believe that clinic 
medicines are contaminated 
with Ebola.

At the Masiki healthcare 
center in Butembo city, ma-

ternity wards sit mostly emp-
ty. Head nurse Liliane Adron-
ga explained that patients of-
ten stay away until it is too 
late, sometimes resulting in 
tragic losses from easily treat-
able conditions like malaria. 
Statistics from the United Na-
tions Population Fund show a 
30 percent drop in hospital 
deliveries and a 50 percent 
drop in emergency treatments 
for pregnancy complications 
since the outbreak began.

Children are also suffering 
as routine vaccination pro-
grams collapse. Local health 
facilities administered 23,000 
fewer routine vaccine doses in 
May and June, exposing vul-
nerable children to deadly and 
preventable diseases.

Parents often avoid health 
centers out of fear that their 

children will be forcibly sent 
to isolation wards. Pediatri-
cian Dr. Mupenzi Mumbere 
noted that many families turn 
to traditional healers or dan-
gerous self-medication first, 
bringing children to hospitals 
only when their conditions 
have become critical. Aid 
workers stress that stopping 
the spread of misinformation 
is now just as important as 
fighting the virus itself to 
save young lives.

BERLIN

Escalating trade conflicts, 
protectionist tariff disputes, 
and systemic distortions in 
international competition are 
severely undermining global 
stability and eroding econom-
ic prosperity worldwide, Ger-
man Finance Minister Lars 
Klingbeil warned. Speaking 
from Berlin ahead of his de-
parture for high-stakes inter-
national summits, Klingbeil 
emphasized that trade frag-
mentation poses a direct 
threat to post-pandemic re-
covery and long-term finan-
cial security.

The German finance chief 
is scheduled to travel to 
Bangkok, Thailand, to partic-
ipate in the joint annual meet-
ings of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank, and the G20 as-
sembly of finance ministers 
and central bank governors. 
Klingbeil noted that in an era 
defined by overlapping geo-
political crises and heightened 
market uncertainty, nations 
must prioritize open dialogue, 
robust multilateral institu-
tions, and dependable eco-
nomic partnerships over insu-
lar trade barriers.

“In times of global crises 
and economic uncertainty, it 
is more important than ever to 

build on dialogue and reliable 
partnerships,” Klingbeil stat-
ed. He stressed that Germany 
will utilize the multilateral 
forums in Bangkok to position 
itself as a stable, predictable, 
and attractive hub for interna-
tional commerce and industri-
al investment. “Especially in 
such an uncertain world, we 
need strong partners, open 
markets, and shared rules,” he 
added.

The diplomatic trip under-
went recent logistical adjust-
ments. Klingbeil was origi-
nally slated to undertake a 
broader Asian diplomatic 
tour, but cancelled a planned 
leg to India following the sud-
den domestic political up-
heaval surrounding the resig-
nation of Germany’s labor 
minister and Social Demo-
cratic Party (SPD) co-leader 
Baerbel Bas. Despite the do-
mestic reshuffling, the Minis-
try of Finance confirmed the 
Thai itinerary on Wednesday, 
highlighting the overriding 
priority of economic diploma-
cy in Southeast Asia.

KYIV

Tensions between Kyiv and 
Washington escalated sharply 
as Ukrainian defense officials 
accused Elon Musk’s SpaceX 
of abruptly restricting mili-
tary-grade Starlink services, 
severely crippling frontline 
drone operations. The sudden 
technical bottleneck coincided 
with a wave of devastating 
Russian missile strikes on 
critical energy infrastructure 
that left hundreds of thou-
sands without power.

According to Ukrainian 
military authorities and presi-
dential advisers, SpaceX im-
plemented unannounced lim-
itations overnight, cutting off 
or heavily degrading Starlink 
connectivity for terminals 
moving at high speeds. 
Ukrainian forces rely exten-
sively on these high-speed 
mobile terminals as onboard 
communication and guidance 
systems for long-range attack 
and reconnaissance drones.

Serhiy Beskrestnov, an ad-
viser to the defense ministry 
and radio technology expert, 
confirmed that terminals mov-

ing above threshold speeds 
experienced intermittent drop-
outs lasting 10 to 20 seconds, 
rendering fast-moving aerial 
platforms difficult to control.

The move drew a swift in-
ternational rebuke. Polish 
Foreign Minister Radoslaw 
Sikorski publicly challenged 
Elon Musk on X, writing: 
“Hey, @elonmusk, big man, 
are you playing politics with 
your products again? As your 

European customers, we are 
watching you.”

Bilateral friction intensified 
after U.S. President Donald 
Trump abruptly lifted sanc-
tions on Russian diesel and 
publicly criticized Ukrainian 
leadership, urging Kyiv to 
halt military strikes on Rus-
sian oil refineries.

President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy condemned the latest 
onslaught of Russian missile 

attacks—which struck at least 
30 energy facilities across 
Kyiv and Kharkiv, cutting 
power to over 600,000 resi-
dents—as an “ostentatious 
disrespect” to U.S. diplomatic 
efforts following a purported 
energy ceasefire agreement. 
While Kyiv maintains that it 
has ceased refinery attacks, 
Ukrainian officials warn they 
will resume defensive target-
ing if Russian bombardments 
persist.

With Washington reportedly 
threatening to withhold criti-
cal intelligence-sharing and 
satellite communications sup-
port, Ukrainian commanders 
warn that losing unhindered 
access to Starlink threatens to 
severely handicap logistics 
and frontline combat coordi-
nation at a critical juncture in 
the conflict.

Incheon stabbing 
toll rises to ten 

wounded
SEOUL

South Korean law enforce-
ment authorities have 

confirmed additional vic-
tims following a violent 
stabbing rampage that 

shook Incheon, raising the 
total number of wounded 

individuals to 10. Local 
police successfully appre-
hended the male suspect 

at the scene near the capi-
tal city of Seoul shortly 

after the incident 
unfolded. Medical officials 
report that while one vic-
tim remains hospitalized 

in critical condition, no 
fatalities have been offi-

cially recorded so far. 
Investigators are continu-
ing to look into the full cir-
cumstances surrounding 

the attack as public safety 
measures remain height-

ened throughout the area.

Yemen’s Houthis 
vow more 

attacks on Saudi 
Arabia

RIYADH
Yemen’s Houthi group has 
pledged to intensify drone 
and missile strikes against 
Saudi airports and energy 
facilities following a direct 
hit on a facility of oil giant 

Saudi Aramco. The escalat-
ing conflict has already 

caused significant infra-
structure damage, closed 

major airports, and sparked 
regional security alarms. 

While the Saudi-led coali-
tion successfully inter-

cepted several incoming 
missiles over the capital, 

authorities confirmed that 
recent strikes have dis-

rupted local travel and busi-
ness. International shipping 
lines, civilians, and workers 
have been strongly urged to 

evacuate targeted energy 
zones as military tensions 
continue to surge sharply 

across the kingdom.

Ohio working class 
reconsiders Trump 

support

WARREN
Blue-collar voters in Ohio 
are beginning to question 

their long-standing support 
for Donald Trump and the 
Republican Party ahead of 
the upcoming November 

elections. Rising consumer 
prices, ongoing global con-
flicts, and frustration with 

aggressive political rhetoric 
have caused many tradi-

tional labor workers to 
rethink their political loyal-

ties. Early voting trends 
show high enthusiasm 

among Democrats, who 
see a vital opening to regain 
ground in key legislative and 

gubernatorial races. 
However, deep divisions 

remain across the state, as 
other residents continue to 
back the administration’s 

stance on border security 
and core social values.

Bulgaria to join NATO 
anti‑drone defense 

system

SOFIA
Bulgaria is moving swiftly to 
fortify its eastern maritime 

borders and expects to offi-
cially join a collective North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 
anti‑drone defense initiative 

by the end of October. 
Defense Minister Dimitar 
Stoyanov announced the 

accelerated timeline during a 
parliamentary hearing, 

underscoring the urgent 
security demands facing the 
alliance’s southeastern flank 
amid escalating hostilities in 

the region.
The diplomatic push for 

enhanced regional protection 
follows a dramatic escalation 

in maritime warfare across 
the western Black Sea.

As commercial traffic along 
the alternative shipping corri-

dors near NATO member 
states faces mounting peril, 
Bulgarian authorities are 

banking on closer alliance 
integration.

Starlink restrictions cripple 
Ukrainian drone operations

Tensions soar as SpaceX restricts Starlink services, crippling 
Ukrainian drone operations amid devastating Russian missile strikes.

Trade conflicts threaten 
global prosperity, 
warns Germany

10–20
seconds: the Starlink 
dropouts on fast-moving 
terminals that left drones 
difficult to control

Ebola crisis triggers a secondary 
healthcare collapse

EU canvasses allies at IMF talks 
to close Ukraine funding gap

Fear and false rumors 
surrounding the DRC’s 
worst Ebola outbreak 
are keeping mothers 

and sick children away 
from hospitals, causing 

soaring fatalities.

Valdis Dombrovskis
European Economic Commissioner

“From the beginning, 
we have emphasised 

that the European Union 
aims to cover roughly 
two-thirds of Ukraine’s 
financing needs, and we 
would expect other 
partners to cover 
the remainder.”

— Valdis Dombrovskis, 
European 

Economic Commissioner

Colombia opens Jerusalem embassy and restores free trade with Israel
The turnaround

2018
The US moves its embassy to Jerusalem

MAY 2024
Petro cuts ties with Israel, shuts the Tel Aviv embassy and ends the free 
trade pact

AUGUST
Abelardo de la Espriella takes office

NOW
Colombia opens its embassy in Jerusalem, the tenth nation to do so, 
and restores the trade pact

‘Escalating crisis of enforced disappearances in Nicaragua’
ORTEGA’S SECRET DETENTIONS

“The government uses enforced disappearance as a 
deliberate strategy: to sow fear not only among the 

detained person, but also among their family members, 
and to warn the entire society: ‘This could happen 
to you.’”

– Reed Brody UN Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua
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THURSDAY   OCTOBER 15, 2026

NEW DELHI

Indian professional boxer 
Neeraj Goyat will face former 
UFC lightweight champion 
Anthony “Showtime” Pettis in 
a six-round super welter-
weight bout on January 23, 
2027. The fight, scheduled at 
154 pounds, will be presented 
by IPBL Boxing and sanc-
tioned by the Indian Boxing 
Council. Hyderabad, Vi-
sakhapatnam and Chennai are 
competing to host the event, 
with the venue expected to be 
announced in November.

Goyat, 34, from Haryana, 
has a professional boxing re-
cord of 21 wins, four losses 
and two draws, including nine 
knockout victories. He be-
came the first Indian boxer to 
receive a World Boxing 
Council ranking and previous-
ly held the WBC Asia title. In 
2024, he became the first in-
ternational fighter to sign with 
Most Valuable Promotions, 
founded by Jake Paul and Na-
kisa Bidarian. He subsequent-
ly defeated Brazil's Whinders-
son Nunes on the Jake Paul-
Mike Tyson event.

Pettis, who has an MMA 
record of 25 wins and 14 loss-
es, including 11 knockout vic-
tories, won the WEC light-
weight title in 2010 and the 
UFC lightweight champion-
ship in 2013. The Milwaukee 
native will return to India for 
the contest, which also carries 
personal significance follow-
ing his younger brother Sergio 

Pettis's defeat to India's Sa-
bari Jaishankar in Hyderabad 
in March 2025.

Goyat said he was eager to 
compete before an Indian 
crowd after fighting interna-
tionally for much of his ca-
reer. Pettis also expressed his 
determination to win, refer-
ring to his brother's previous 
defeat in India. The matchup 
brings together an established 
Indian professional boxer and 
a former mixed martial 
arts champion for a 
major domestic 
c o m b a t  s p o r t s 
event.

The card will also 
feature Indian fight-
ers Akshay Chahal, 
Faizan Anwar, Pa-
van Kalyan, Ritesh 
Singh and Laldin-
sanga Ramlawt. 
Organisers said the 
complete  f ight 
card, broadcast ar-
rangements  and 
ticket information 
w o u l d  b e  a n -
nounced alongside 
the host city in No-
vember. The event 

a i m s  t o 

bring an international boxing 
spectacle to Indian audiences.

Barcelona and Arsenal shine 
in Champions League victories
European giants enjoyed mixed fortunes on Tuesday, with impressive comebacks, late 
drama and unexpected setbacks shaping an eventful night of continental football action.
ISTANBUL

Barcelona and Arsenal se-
cured convincing victories in 
the UEFA Champions League 
on Tuesday, while Bayern 
Munich were held to a draw 
and Manchester United suf-
fered another defeat. The re-
sults brought contrasting for-
tunes for Europe's leading 
clubs during the league phase.

Barcelona recovered from 
an early setback against 
Galatasaray to take control of 
the match and secure a com-
fortable victory. After conced-
ing first, the Spanish champi-
ons responded with improved 
attacking play and made the 
most of their chances. Their 
comeback maintained their 
perfect start to the season 
across all competitions.

Arsenal also impressed 
with a strong second-half per-
formance against Lille. After 

breaking the deadlock, the 
London side quickly extended 
its advantage through effec-
tive attacking moves and dis-
ciplined teamwork. The victo-
ry continued Arsenal's win-
ning run in the competition 
and highlighted the team's 
ability to turn sustained pres-
sure into goals.

Bayern Munich, mean-
while, experienced disap-
pointment after allowing Vi-
king to fight back and secure 
a late equaliser. Despite re-
covering from an early deficit 
and taking the lead, Bayern 
were unable to hold on for 
victory after Michael Olise 
was sent off. The result gave 

the Norwegian side a memo-
rable night in front of its 
home supporters.

Atletico Madrid added to 
Manchester United's difficul-
ties with a victory that ex-
tended the English club's win-
less run to five matches. The 
result increased pressure on 
United coach Michael Car-
rick, with defender Lisandro 
Martinez also expressing con-
cerns about the club's recruit-
ment and squad strength.

Elsewhere, Club Brugge 
defeated Inter Milan in an ex-
citing contest, while Villarreal 
overcame Napoli. Sporting 
Lisbon and Leipzig also reg-
istered victories, and Azerbai-
jani side Sabah celebrated a 
historic win in the competi-
tion. The latest round deliv-
ered comebacks, late drama 
and important results as teams 
continued their Champions 
League campaigns.

BFI suspends secretary over 
alleged financial irregularities

KOLKATA

Boxing Federation of India 
(BFI) president Ajay Singh 
has suspended secretary gen-
eral Pramod Kumar, escalat-
ing the ongoing dispute be-
tween the two officials. The 
action follows Kumar's move 
to bring a no-confidence mo-
tion against Singh, with the 
federation's general house 
scheduled to decide the pres-
ident's fate on October 28.

In a letter issued on Tuesday, 
Singh cited several pending 
enquiries against Kumar, who 
had previously received a 
show-cause notice over alleged 
irregularities involving various 
actions and financial decisions. 
The suspension marks a fresh 
development in the dispute 
over the federation's adminis-
tration and leadership.

Singh's letter accused Ku-
mar of failing to cooperate 
and attempting to destabilise 
the organisation. It also al-
leged that the secretary gener-
al had issued directions and 
notices without proper author-
ity, intimidated and maligned 
senior federation officials, 
and circulated unsubstantiated 
allegations through the media. 
These allegations formed the 
grounds cited for the disci-
plinary action.

Following the suspension, 
Singh barred Kumar from ex-
ercising all powers associated 
with his position and removed 
him from all BFI panels. The 
move came after Kumar initi-
ated the no-confidence process 
against the president, intensi-
fying tensions within the na-
tional boxing governing body.

Responding to the action, 

Kumar challenged Singh's au-
thority to suspend him while 
the no-confidence motion re-
mained pending. “Ajay Singh 
cannot suspend me as a 
no-confidence motion has 
been moved against him. The 
general house will decide his 
fate on October 28. We have 
the support of 28 associations 
and we will stop his dictator-
ship,” Kumar said. His state-
ment underlined the continu-
ing confrontation between the 
two office-bearers. The out-
come of the October 28 meet-
ing is expected to be signifi-
cant for the federation's lead-
ership, as the dispute contin-
ues to unfold. The competing 
positions have placed the 
federation's internal gover-
nance under scrutiny ahead of 
the scheduled decision by its 
general house.

A leadership dispute within 
India’s boxing administration 

deepens as disciplinary 
action and a pending 
no-confidence motion 

raise questions about the 
federation’s governance.

T Natarajan returns to 
SRH as Zeeshan joins DC

MUMBAI

Sunrisers Hyder-
abad (SRH) have 
brought back left-
arm pacer T Na-

tarajan from Delhi 
Capitals (DC), while DC 
have acquired leg-spinner 

Zeeshan Ansari in the first 
player trade ahead of the In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 

2027 season. The exchange 
sees both franchises strength-
en their bowling options be-
fore the upcoming campaign.

Natarajan represented SRH 
for five seasons between 2020 
and 2024, establishing himself 
as an effective Indian left-arm 
seam bowler. His most suc-
cessful IPL season came in 
2024, when he claimed 19 
wickets, the highest tally 
among SRH bowlers that 

year. His performances also 
contributed to the team's run 
to the final. He returns to a 
franchise where he enjoyed 
considerable success.

Delhi Capitals had acquired 
Natarajan for Rs 10.75 crore 
at the IPL 2025 player auc-
tion. He will now return to 
SRH at a revised fee of Rs 5 
crore. During his two seasons 
with DC, he did not feature in 
the 2025 campaign and man-
aged five wickets in 10 match-
es this year. He recorded an 
average of 71.20 and an econ-
omy rate of 11.18 during that 
period.

Across his IPL career, Na-
tarajan has taken 72 wickets 
in 73 matches for SRH, DC 
and Punjab Kings. His record 
with Hyderabad stands at 65 
wickets in 55 games, making 
h i m  t h e  f r a n c h i s e ' s 

third-highest  wick-
et-taker. Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar leads the list with 
157 wickets, followed by 
Rashid Khan with 93. The 
return gives SRH an experi-
enced bowler familiar with 
the franchise.

Ansari moves to DC af-
ter playing 10 matches for 
SRH in IPL 2025. The 
26-year-old leg-spinner 
made an impressive debut 
against DC, taking three 
wickets.  He has six 
wickets from 10 IPL ap-
pearances and is ex-
pected to add depth to 
Delhi's spin attack. 
Ansari will join DC 
at his existing fee of 
Rs 40 lakh, com-
pleting the open-
ing trade of the 
IPL 2027 season.

BENGAL THRASH DELHI TO WIN 
RANJI TROPHY OPENER

KOLKATA

Bengal opened their Ran-
ji Trophy Group C campaign 
with a nine-wicket victory 
over Delhi on Wednesday, 
chasing a target of 89 on the 
fourth and final day. Bengal 
first dismissed Delhi for 
277 in their second in-
nings, having secured a 
substantial first-innings 
lead after scoring 429 

against Delhi's 240.
Delhi resumed at 101 for 

three but were bowled out in 
106.2 overs. Captain Ayush 
Badoni top-scored with 85 off 
134 balls, including 10 fours, 
while wicketkeeper-batter 
Anuj Rawat contributed 39 
from 76 deliveries. Badoni 

and Rawat steadied the in-
nings after Delhi lost three 
wickets for 59, but their dis-
missals left the visitors strug-
gling to build a competitive 
total.

Pradipta Pramanik claimed 
three wickets for Bengal, 
while Aamir Gani and Su-
manta Gupta took two wick-
ets each. Mohammed Shami, 
Akash Deep and Mukesh Ku-

mar picked up one wicket 
apiece. Bengal completed the 
chase in just 15.3 overs, 
reaching 89 for one. Ankur 
Paul scored 38 off 41 balls, 
captain Abhimanyu Easwaran 
remained unbeaten on 34, and 
Sudip Gharami finished not 
out on 16.

In Ahmedabad, Gujarat de-
feated Odisha by 10 wickets 
to earn a bonus point in their 
Group C opener under 
new-season coach Monty De-
sai. Left-arm spinner Sid-
dharth Desai took five for 36 
as Odisha, resuming at 119 
for four, were dismissed for 
161 in 46.1 overs. Gujarat 

needed only 47 runs and 
reached the target without los-
ing a wicket in 9.3 overs. 
Sandeep Pattnaik scored 65 
and Ninad Rathva made 53 
for Odisha, while Arzan Nag-
waswalla claimed six wickets 
in the match.

Elsewhere, Jharkhand drew 
against Kerala in Jamshedpur, 
earning three points through a 
first-innings lead. Utkarsh 
Singh was named Player of 
the Match after scoring 71 
and taking five wickets. Ma-
harashtra also registered a 
127-run victory over Services 
in Delhi, completing another 
Group C result.

Neeraj Goyat to face 
Anthony Pettis in January

I have seen what Indian fighters 
can do, and Neeraj is the best of 
them. That is who I want. I have 
thought a lot about Sergio’s 
loss. This one is for him, and I 
am coming to win.

Anthony Pettis, former UFC 
lightweight champion

KCL season two 
auction set for 

October 17
NEW DELHI

The Kabaddi Champions 
League (KCL) will hold its 
season two player auction 
on October 17, 2026, with 
more than 300 players ex-
pected to go under the ham-
mer. The auction will fea-
ture a total purse of Rs 5 
crore, following central tri-
als in Sonipat and Rohtak 
that attracted over 6,000 
registrations.

Several prominent players 
are expected to attract atten-
tion, including Asian Games 
gold medallists and members 
of India's national team. 
Sunil Malik, who captained 
India at the Asian Games, 
will be among the notable 
names, alongside Ayan 
Lochab, Ankit Jaglan and 
Jaideep Dahiya. Meetu 
Sharma, Neeraj Narwal, 
Yogesh Dahiya, Vijay 
Malik, Surjeet Narwal 
and Nitin Dhankar are 
also expected to feature.

The total purse of Rs 
5 crore will be divided 
equally among 10 fran-
chises, with each team 
receiving Rs 50 lakh to 
assemble its squad. The 
auction will play a cru-
cial role in determining 
team combinations and 
strengthening the partic-
ipating sides ahead of 

the upcoming season. 
Franchises will assess 
available players as they 
seek to build competitive 
line-ups.

INDIA CLEARS 281-MEMBER 
contingent for Asian Para Games
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports (MYAS) has ap-
proved a 281-member Indian 
contingent for the fifth Asian 
Para Games 2026 in Aic-
hi-Nagoya, Japan, scheduled 
from October 18 to 24. The 
contingent comprises 168 ath-
letes, 98 team officials and 
support staff, and 15 contin-
gent staff members.

India's athlete count is low-
er than the 303 who repre-
sented the country at the 2023 
edition in Hangzhou, China. 
The reduction is attributed to 
the absence of disciplines 
such as blind chess, para-row-
ing and para-canoeing, along 
with strict participation quo-
tas imposed by the organisers. 
In para-athletics, India's rep-
resentation has dropped from 
123 athletes in the previous 
edition to 62.

Of the 168 athletes select-
ed, 112 are men and 56 are 
women, competing across 11 
disciplines. Para athletics has 

the largest representation with 
62 athletes, followed by para 
badminton with 28 and para 
swimming with 16. The con-
tingent also includes 13 para 
shooters, 11 para-archers, 10 
blind football players, 10 para 
table tennis players, eight 
para powerlifters, seven para 
judokas, two boccia players 
and one para cyclist.

The Indian contingent will 
be led by Paralympic champi-

ons Pramod Bhagat and 
Bhavina Patel, who have been 
named flag bearers for the 
opening ceremony. Their se-
lection recognises their 
achievements and contribu-
tions to Indian para sports.

Bhagat, one of India's lead-
ing para badminton players, 
has won six Asian Para 
Games medals between 2014 
and 2023, including two gold 
and four bronze medals. Patel, 
a prominent para table tennis 
player, has earned two medals 
across the 2018 and 2023 edi-
tions, winning one silver and 
one bronze.

The Indian team will re-
ceive support from officials, 
including coaches, medical 
personnel, support staff and 
representatives of the Nation-
al Paralympic Committee. 
The Games will provide Indi-
an athletes an opportunity to 
compete internationally 
across multiple disciplines 
and represent the country at 
the continental para-sporting 
event.


