
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has made signifi-
cant progress under Phase II 
of the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls, 
distributing 46.50 crore Enu-
meration Forms (EFs) across 
12 States and Union Territo-
ries as of November 12. 

According to the Commis-
sion’s latest daily bulletin, a 
total of 50.97 crore forms 
have been printed—marking 
99.95 per cent completion—
of which 91.20 per cent have 
already reached electors. The 
ongoing enumeration drive 
runs from November 4 to De-
cember 4.

Goa and Lakshadweep have 

achieved 100 per cent printing 
and distribution, showcasing 
exemplary ground-level coor-
dination. Several other re-
gions have also recorded im-
pressive progress. Puducherry 
has distributed 93.63 per cent 
of its printed forms, while An-
daman and Nicobar Islands 
have reached 96.86 per cent. 
Gujarat has delivered more 

than 4.95 crore forms, achiev-
ing 97.38 per cent coverage, 
and Tamil Nadu has distribut-
ed 5.62 crore forms, covering 
87.66 per cent of electors. Ch-
hattisgarh has crossed 88 per 
cent distribution with 1.87 
crore forms delivered.

Uttar Pradesh, India’s larg-
est state by electorate, has 
distributed 13.74 crore forms, 

covering nearly 89.01 per 
cent of its voters. Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan have 
reported 93.3 per cent and 
95.11 per cent coverage, re-
spectively. Poll-bound West 
Bengal has also made swift 
progress, with more than 7.40 
c ro re  fo rms  d i s t r ibu t -
ed—96.66 per cent of its elec-
torate.

To ensure comprehensive 
coverage, the ECI has de-
ployed over 5.33 lakh Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs) and 
10.41 lakh Booth Level 
Agents (BLAs). Political par-
ties have been urged to ap-
point additional agents to im-
prove field-level verification 
and enhance the accuracy of 
voter lists.

CHENNAI

An Indian Air Force (IAF) Pi-
latus PC-7 basic trainer air-
craft crashed near Tambaram 
in Chennai on Friday while 
on a routine training sortie. 
The pilot managed to eject 
safely, IAF officials said A 
Court of Inquiry (COI) has 
been ordered to ascertain the 
cause. Indian Air Force in an 
X post stated, “An Indian Air 
Force PC-7 Mk II trainer air-

craft met with an accident 
during a routine training mis-
sion and crashed at about 
1425 Hr near Tambaram, 
Chennai, today. The pilot 
ejected safely, and no damage 
to civil property has been re-
ported. A Court of Inquiry has 
been constituted to ascertain 
the cause of accident.” The 
Indian Air Force uses Pilatus 
aircraft to train its young pi-
lots during their initial train-
ing. 

NEW DELHI

Industrialist and Biocon 
founder  Kiran  Mazum-
dar-Shaw, who earlier had an 
online spat with D K Shivaku-
mar over Bengaluru’s bad 
roads and garbage issue, on 
Friday appreciated the Karna-
taka Dy CM for “cleaner foot-
paths and asphalted roads” 
across the city. The business-
woman posted on X praising 
Shivakumar for “rescuing” 

Bengaluru from the “weight of 
garbage debris and potholes”. 
“We are finally seeing visible 
change in cleaner foot paths n 
asphalted roads across the city. 
@DKShivakumar your leader-
ship has been key in rescuing 
our city from collapsing under 
the weight of garbage debris n 
pot holes. Please continue to 
drive Please continue to drive 
this important development. 
Credit is also due to @GBA-
ChiefComm,” she wrote on X.

ECI distributes 46.5 cr forms across 12 states

IAF Pilatus trainer aircraft crashes Finally seeing change: Shaw

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) supporters celebrate as early trends show the ruling National Democratic Alliance leading in the Bihar state assembly election results, in Patna.
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BIHAR ASSEMBLY ELECTION RESULTS

The NDA has ensured 
all-round development 

of the state. The people 
have given us a massive 

majority after 
witnessing our track 

record and our vision to 
take the state to new 

heights.
—Narendra Modi. PM

I assure the people of 
Bihar and especially our 

mothers and sisters that 
with the hope and trust 

with which you have 
given this mandate, the 

NDA government will 
fulfil it with even 

greater dedication.
—Amit Shah, Home Minister

With the support  
of all of you, Bihar 
will progress even 
further and will be 

included in the  
category of the most 

developed states  
in the country.
—Nitish Kumar,  

Bihar Chief Minister

This fight is for the 
protection of the 
Constitution and 

democracy. The Congress 
and the INDIA alliance 
will deeply review this 

result and make efforts 
to save democracy even 

more effective.
—Rahul Gandhi, Cong leader

NI-MO STORM SWEEPS BIHAR
PATNA

Nitish Kumar, the state’s lon-
gest-serving Chief Minister, is 
set to extend his reign for a re-
cord fifth term as the opposition 
has failed to strike a 
chord, including in key 
RJD bastions like Rag-
hopur, in the 2025 As-
sembly elections. 

The BJP-led ruling 
National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) has 
widened its margin to 
over 204 seats, registering a 
landslide victory, under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the alliance’s national 
poll mascot.

According to the Election 

Commission of India (EC), the 
BJP-led NDA has crossed the 
crucial majority mark with 204 
seats in the 243-member Assem-
bly, while the opposition Mahag-
athbandhan has collapsed in the 

high-stakes electoral 
battle with just 33 seats. 
This marks a dramatic 
fall from the 2020 elec-
tion, when the opposi-
tion alliance had won 
114 seats.

Within the ruling alli-
ance, the BJP  has 

emerged as the single largest par-
ty with 89 seats. The alliance 
partner Janata Dal (United) se-
cured 85 seats.

Chirag Paswan’s Lok Janshak-
ti Party (Ram Vilas) made mas-

sive gains by grabbing 19 out of 
the 19 seats it contested, accord-
ing to the EC website. Notably, 
Chirag Paswan’s party had se-
cured a massive 100% strike in 
last year’s Lok Sabha elections 
in which it bagged all six seats it 
contested.

Cong bites dust
Mahagathbandhan’s hopes of a 
comeback in Bihar took a nose-
dive with the RJD struggling 
even in its key bastions with just 
25 seats, while the Congress has 
slipped to single-digit seats. The 
INC reduced to six seats while 
All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (AIMIM) secured 
victory in five constituencies. 
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Sec-

ular) (HAMS) won in five seats, 
Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RSHT-
LKM) (4); Communist Party of 
India (Marxist-Leninist) (Liber-
ation) - CPI(ML)(L) (2); Indian 
Inclusive Party (IIP) (1); Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) 
CPI(M) (1) and Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) could win in only 
one seat.  

Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj 
Party has delivered a muted poll 
debut, failing to lead in any of 
the 243 seats it contested.

Bihar recorded a historic 
67.13% turnout in the two-phase 
elections to its 243-member as-
sembly on November 6 and 11, 
with women outnumbering men 
at the polls, voting 71.78% to 
62.98%.

Riding on BJP and JD(U) surge, Modi-led NDA takes Bihar with ease; INDIA bloc bites 
the dust; Bihar’s fondness for ‘Sushasan Babu’ ensures Nitish remains in the hot seat

Good governance, 
development 
won: PM Modi
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
termed it a “victory of good 
governance” after the BJP-led 
NDA, under the leadership of 
CM Nitish Kumar of the 
JD(U), achieved a massive 
win in the Bihar assembly 
election 2025, results of which 
were coming in on Friday.

The NDA was leading on, or 
had won, around 200 seats in 
the 243-strong Bihar Vidhan 
Sabha, as per latest data by the 
Election Commission. This was 
its best performance ever in Bi-
har. “Victory of development 
has been achieved. Victory of 
the spirit of public welfare has 
been achieved. Victory of social 
justice has been achieved,” PM 
Modi’s post read. “My deepest 
gratitude to the family members 
of Bihar, who have blessed the 
NDA with a historic and un-
precedented victory in the 2025 
assembly elections. This re-
sounding public mandate will 
empower us to serve the people 
and work with new resolve for 
Bihar,” the PM added.

Tagging all allies of the BJP 
in his series of posts, the PM 
wrote, “The NDA has ensured 
all-round development of the 
state. The people have given 
us a massive majority after 
witnessing our track record 
and our vision to take the state 
to new heights. I extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to 
CM Nitish Kumar ji and our 
NDA family colleagues Chirag 
Paswan ji, Jitan Ram Manjhi 
ji, and Upendra Kushwaha ji 
for this resounding victory.”

Total Seat: 243 Magic Number: 122

MGB: 33 OTH: 6NDA: 204
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Top winning candidates
Name: Sujeet Kumar 

Constituency: Rajnagar
Vote: 1,08,362

Party: BJP

Name: Hari Narayan Singh
Constituency: Harnaut

Vote: 1,06,954
Party: JD(U)

Name: Bishwanath Chaudhary
Constituency: Rajgir

Vote: 55,428
Party: CPI(ML)

Name: Ram Narayan Yadav
Constituency: Jhanjharpur

Vote: 54,849
Party: CPI

Top losing candidates

‘Tree-mother’ 
Thimmakka dies at 114

BENGALURU

Renowned environmental-
ist Saalumarada Thimmak-
ka, famously known as the 
‘Tree-mother’ for her life-
long dedication to planting 
and nurturing trees, passed 
away on Friday at the age 
of 114. 

Family sources said the 
Padma Shri awardee had 
been ailing for some time 
and was undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital in 
Bengaluru, where she 
breathed her last.

Born on June 30, 1911, in 
Gubbi taluk of Tumakuru 
district, Thimmakka devot-
ed her life to nurturing trees 
along roadsides, treating 
them as her own children. 
She earned the name 
“Saalumarada”, meaning 
‘row of trees’, after plant-
ing 385 banyan trees along 
a 4.5 km stretch between 
Hulikal and Kudur in Ra-
managara district, part of 
Bengaluru South.

Throughout her life, she 
received numerous awards 
recognizing her efforts. 
These included the Nation-
al Citizen Award in 1995, 
the Indira Priyadarshini 

Vrikshamitra Award in 
1997, the Padma Shri in 
2019,  the Rajyotsava 
Award, and the Nadoja 
Award. She was also hon-
ored with a doctorate from 
the Central University of 
Karnataka in 2020.

In addition, Thimmakka 
received the Karnataka 
Kalpavalli Award, Godfrey 
Phillips Bravery Award, 
Pampapati Environment 
Award, Babasaheb Ambed-
kar Award, Vanamate Award, 
Magadi Pachichi Award, 
Shrimata Award, H Honna-
iah Social Service Award, 

Karnataka Environment 
Award, Mahila Ratna Award, 
and the Vishalakshi Award 
from the Art of Living Orga-
nization. She was further 
recognized by the Karnataka 
Women and Child Welfare 
Department and the Indian 
Institute of Arboriculture 
and Technology.

Thimmakka’s life re-
mains a shining example of 
environmental stewardship, 
courage, and dedication. 
Her legacy of love for na-
ture and selfless service 
will continue to inspire 
generations to come.

Famous for 
planting 385 
banyan trees, 
she became a 
national symbol 
of  grassroots 
conservation 
and received 
multiple honours, 
including the 
Padma Shri

Congress repeats 
pattern, sinks in Bihar

PATNA: The aggressive campaign of the  
INDIA bloc, popularly known as the Mahag-
athbandhan in Bihar, was centered around Con-
gress leader’s ‘vote chori’ (vote theft) allega-
tions against the BJP, but appears to have not 
fallen flat with voters with the BJP-led NDA 
registering a historic victory in the state assem-
bly elections 2025.Nine months after the Con-
gress’ poor electoral show in the Delhi Assem-
bly election, the grand old party slumped to 
defeat in Bihar.The Congress, which could 
hardly secure six seats, lost to the BJP, the  
Janata Dal, and Chirag Paswan’s LJP.

‘Public contact, not rallies’: 
Digvijaya’s advice to Cong amid rout

New Delhi: Amid Congress’ dismal performance in the 
Bihar elections, MP Digvijaya Singh on Friday urged 

the party to pay “special attention” to its organisation 
at the booth level, instead of public meetings. In an 

X post, Singh said, “@INCIndia needs to pay special 
attention to its organisation. Today’s election is about 

intensive public contact at the polling booth, not 
rallies and public meetings. Congratulations and best 

wishes to the victorious candidates.”
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BNCC chief acts swiftly on citizen complaints
BENGALURU

Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration (BNCC) Commissioner 
Pommala Sunil Kumar held a 
Phone-In Programme today at 
7 : 0 0  a m  f r o m  t h e 
Byatarayanapura Control 
Room on Amruthahalli Main 
Road to directly listen to citi-
zen grievances.

During the session, 46 com-
plaints were registered, cover-
ing issues from road repairs 
and waste management to 
streetlights, parks, and urban 
planning. Thirteen complaints 
were related to potholes and 
road maintenance. The Com-
missioner confirmed that day-

and-night pothole-filling work 
is already underway and in-
structed engineering teams to 

expedite work at critical loca-
tions while maintaining qual-
ity standards.

Eight complaints concerned 
improper waste collection and 
disposal. The Commissioner 
directed officials to act imme-
diately and ensure timely col-
lection and proper disposal 
across all wards. Other issues 
included streetlight mainte-
nance (3), dangerous trees (2), 
health and sanitation (2), park 
upkeep (3), traffic concerns 
(1), animal husbandry (3), 
stormwater drains (1), E-Kha-
ta services (2), and urban 
planning matters (3).

Citizens expressed their 
gratitude to the Commission-
er, praising the ongoing de-
velopment efforts and timely 
resolution of public issues.

Commissioner Sunil Kumar 
reiterated his commitment to 
directly engage with the pub-
lic. To ensure continuous 
monitoring and quick resolu-
tion of civic concerns, the 
Phone-In Programme will 
continue every Friday, provid-
ing residents a platform to 
voice grievances and receive 
prompt attention from the 
Corporation.

This initiative reflects Ben-
galuru North City Corpora-
tion’s focus on citizen-centric 
governance and timely imple-
mentation of developmental 
projects, ensuring safer roads, 
cleaner streets, and improved 
public services.

PHONE-IN PROGRAMME

QUICK READ
Narayana Guru 

Awards celebrate 
excellence in K’taka

B’luru launches 
mega mass cleanliness 

drive today

City traffic goes out of 
gear after woman 

driver clash

Bengaluru
The Karnataka Backward 
Classes Recognized Edi-
tors and Reporters Asso-
ciation announced the re-
cipients of the Narayana 
Guru Award. This year’s 
honorees include Saroja 
Bannappa from the Co-

operative Sector, H.R. Ja-
yaram and Amita Anand 
from the Social Service 
Sector, Dr. Nagesh Ba-

savaraja from the Medical 
Sector, and Pundalik 
Kalliganura from the 
Complex Sector. The 

awards recognize out-
standing contributions in 

their respective fields. The 
ceremony is scheduled for 

November 23 at 11 am in 
the auditorium of Green 

Path Hotel. The event 
aims to honor dedication, 

service, and excellence, 
inspiring others to con-
tribute meaningfully to 

society.

Bengaluru
Bengaluru Central City 

Corporation will conduct 
a large-scale cleanliness 
drive on from 5:30 am on 

November 15. Officials 
and staff from Engineer-

ing, Solid Waste Manage-
ment, Horticulture, and 
Forest departments will 
cover 14.7 km across six 

divisions, including Shan-
tinagar, C.V. Raman Nagar, 

Shivajinagar, Gandhina-
gar, Chickpet, and 

Chamarajpet. Key areas 
like major roads, arterial 

routes, and densely popu-
lated streets will be 

cleaned under supervision 
of Executive Engineers 

and Deputy General Man-
agers, with support from 
traffic police. The drive 
emphasizes urban hy-

giene, community 
well-being, and coordi-

nated civic action, aiming 
to keep Bengaluru cleaner 
and healthier for all resi-

dents.

Bengaluru
Chaos broke out near Bai-
yappanahalli, Bengaluru, 

when a woman on a 
scooter collided with an 

auto rickshaw on a bridge 
leading to Swami Viveka-
nanda Metro Station. The 

woman was reportedly 
driving on the wrong side, 
triggering the minor acci-
dent. She argued aggres-
sively with the auto driver, 
ignoring traffic police in-

tervention, causing nearly 
a 1 km traffic jam. Neti-

zens criticized her behav-
ior, calling for strict penal-
ties and vehicle towing for 
such violations. The inci-

dent highlights the impor-
tance of civic sense and 
road discipline, with on-

line users demanding 
harsher enforcement to 
prevent similar disrup-
tions in the city’s busy 

traffic.

Nehru the true builder 
of modern India: CM

‘The future of the country depends on young minds who 
think scientifically and act with good values’

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
said that some people speak 
negatively about Jawaharlal 
Nehru even though they never 
took part in the freedom 
struggle.

He called Nehru the true 
builder of modern India while 
speaking at the Children’s 
Day celebration and par-
ent-teacher meeting held at 
the Banquet Hall of Vidhana 
Soudha.

He told students that the fu-
ture of the country depends 
on young minds who think 
scientifically and act with 
good values. He urged chil-
dren to stay away from igno-
rance and corruption from an 
early age. He also reminded 
everyone that Nehru believed 
children would shape India’s 
tomorrow, which is why he 
focused strongly on educa-
tion. The Chief Minister said 
the government has given top 

priority to education, allocat-
ing ₹65,000 crore for the 
sector.

Siddaramaiah highlighted 
that Nehru spent more than 
3,200 days in jail during the 
freedom movement, even 
though he came from a 
wealthy family. As India’s 
first Prime Minister, Nehru 
laid the foundation for prog-
ress in agriculture, science, 
irrigation, and technology. He 
was behind major institutions 
and industries, including IITs, 
AIIMS, and large dam proj-

ects. Siddaramaiah criticized 
those who supported the Brit-
ish instead of joining the in-
dependence struggle, yet now 
blame Nehru and Gandhi.

He reminded children, 
teachers, and parents that 
Nehru dreamed of a nation 
led by curious, intelligent, 
and scientific thinkers. Many 
talented students come from 
poor families and govern-
ment schools, he said, adding 
that 900 new Karnataka pub-
lic schools are being opened 
this year.

He urged people to reject 
discrimination based on 
caste, religion, or language 
and protect India’s unity in 
diversity. The government is 
providing many facilities—
Indira Kits, shoes, uniforms, 
eggs, bananas, textbooks, and 
scholarships—so that every 
child can learn with dignity. 
Education Minister Madhu 
Bangarappa and officials also 
attended the event.

Women should step 
forward in every field: Min

BENGALURU

Women should step forward 
in every field, and supportive 
platforms must continue to 
grow to help them succeed, 
said Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Lakshmi 
Hebbalkar at the 4th CII Con-
ference on Women’s Work-
place held in Bengaluru. 
Speaking to a gathering of 
women entrepreneurs, she 
praised the CII for creating 
opportunities that encourage 
women to build their own ca-
reers and businesses.

The minister highlighted 
that her department has al-
ready launched several pro-
grammes aimed at promoting 
women entrepreneurs and en-
suring they receive the guid-
ance and support they need. 
She noted how times have 
changed, explaining that ear-
lier many women worked qui-
etly behind the scenes, often 
helping their husbands in 
business. Today, she said, 
women are stepping into lead-

ership roles on their own and 
starting successful ventures 
across sectors. This shift, she 
added, reflects the growing 
strength and confidence of 
women in modern India.

Sharing her own experi-

ence, Minister Hebbalkar said 
she manages two factories 
and understands the challeng-
es women face when starting 
or expanding a business. One 
of the biggest hurdles, she ex-
plained, is accessing bank 
loans, as financial institutions 
often demand high account 
balances or strong collateral. 
She encouraged women not to 
be discouraged by these ob-
stacles and reminded them 
that courage is the most im-
portant ingredient for success.

The conference saw partic-
ipation from women entrepre-
neurs from within Karnataka 
and other states. Many attend-
ees shared their experiences, 
challenges, and achievements, 
turning the event into an in-
spiring platform for network-
ing and learning. The gather-
ing also reinforced the grow-
ing belief that women’s lead-
ership is essential for India’s 
progress and that stronger in-
stitutional support can help 
unlock even greater potential 
in the years ahead.

Lakshmi Hebbalkar 
highlighted that her 

department has 
already launched 

several programmes 
aimed at promoting 

women entrepreneurs 
and ensuring they 

receive the guidance 
and support they need.

GBA CHO calls for building 
pneumonia-free society

BENGALURU

Dr Sirajuddin Madani, GBA 
Chief Health Officer, called 
on officials and the communi-
ty to join efforts in creating a 
“pneumonia-free society” in 
Bengaluru. The appeal came 
during the launch of a pneu-
monia awareness programme 
at H. Siddaiah Road Referral 
Hospital, marking World 
Pneumonia Day.

Pneumonia is a severe in-
fection affecting people of all 
ages, from young children to 
the elderly. Dr. Madani high-
lighted that vaccination, hy-
giene, proper nutrition, and 
timely treatment are the most 
effective ways to prevent the 
disease.

Pediatrician Dr. Vinuta em-
phasized the importance of 
raising awareness at the com-
munity level, particularly 
among pregnant women, 
mothers, and children, as part 
of preventive healthcare ini-
tiatives. Medical Superinten-

dent Dr. Bharathi assured 
that pneumonia detection, 
treatment, and public aware-
ness would continue with the 
full cooperation of hospital 
staff.

The programme included 
Information-Communica-
tion-Education (ICE) ses-
sions on pneumonia symp-
toms, emergency care, pneu-
mococcal vaccination for 
children, and preventive mea-
sures for pregnant women and 
infants. Officials stressed the 
importance of community 
participation in reducing the 
disease burden.

District RHC Officer Dr. 
Kalavathi, H. Siddaiah Road 
UPHC Dr. Bhumika, along 
with all hospital and UPHC 
staff, participated in the event. 
The health department reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
working with the community 
to promote vaccination, early 
treatment, and preventive care 
to achieve a healthier, pneu-
monia-free society.

Christ University students 
transform school into 
vibrant learning hub

BENGALURU

The Annahalli Government 
Anganwadi and High School 
in Ramanagara Taluk has re-
ceived a bright new makeover 
after first-year architecture 
students from Christ Univer-
sity carried out a thoughtful 
design project. Their work 
turned old corridors and class-
rooms into colourful, wel-
coming places that help chil-
dren learn better.

The students visited the 
school many times before 
starting the project. They ob-
served how classes worked, 
understood the needs of 
teachers and children, and 
planned simple but meaning-
ful improvements. On No-
vember 3 and 4, they painted 
lively wall graphics, built 
helpful teaching models, and 
fixed small issues across the 
campus. They also reorgan-
ised spaces and upgraded the 
kitchen furniture to support 
better hygiene and daily use.

Principal Srinivasa K. V. 
said the new environment has 
already made students more 
cheerful and motivated. The 
bright colours, neat spaces, 
and creative models have im-
proved the school’s daily at-
mosphere.

Faculty member Prof. Ni-
misha Varghese, who guided 

the project, said the work 
taught students an important 
lesson: architecture is not just 
about designing buildings but 
about understanding people’s 
needs. She shared that watch-
ing the children’s joyful reac-
tions was the most rewarding 
moment.

The project was supported 
by faculty members Prof. Vi-
pin Wilson, Prof. Shynu Rob-
ert, Prof. Rashmi S., and Prof. 
Lakshmi Swaminathan. The 
hands-on experience helped 
students see how small design 
changes can make a big differ-
ence to a community. It also 
showed them how their skills 
can bring positive change to 
schools that need support. 
This experience will guide 
their future work as responsi-
ble designers everywhere.

BJP workers celebrate Bihar NDA poll triumph 
BENGALURU

BJP leaders and supporters in 
Bengaluru came together 
this afternoon to celebrate 
the party’s stunning victory 
in the Bihar Assembly Elec-
tions. The celebration took 
place near the BJP State Of-
fice at Jagannath Bhavan, 
drawing a large gathering of 
party workers and leaders.

Prominent attendees in-
cluded Leader of the Oppo-
sition R. Ashok, Legislative 
Council Leader Chalavadi 

Narayanaswamy,  Chief 
Whip N. Ravikumar, State 
General Secretary P. Rajeev, 
Rajya Sabha member Lehar 
Singh Siroya, MLA Dr. 
Chandru Lamani, Cement 
Manjunath, former MLA 
M.D. Lakshminarayan, for-
mer MP Dr. Umesh Jadhav, 
State Vice President N. Ma-
hesh, State Secretary Shara-
nu Tarikeri, and leaders from 
various Morchas, including 
Bangaru Hanumanthu and 
Umesh Karajol. District 
Presidents S. Harish and 

Saptagiri Gowda were also 
present.

The atmosphere was vi-
brant, with activists raising 
slogans such as “Today Bi-
har, tomorrow Karnataka,” 
“Bharat Mata Ki Jai,” and 
“Narendra Modiji Ki Jai.” 
Supporters danced enthusi-
astically, waving party flags, 
and chanting, “Wherever 
you look, you see BJP.” 
Sweets were distributed 
among attendees as part of 
the celebrations.

Party leaders said the 

event was a way to share the 
joy of Bihar’s win and to 
strengthen unity among Kar-
nataka cadres. Citizens and 
activists expressed their ex-
citement, promising to con-
tinue working toward simi-
lar success in the state.

The celebration highlight-
ed the party’s strong grass-
roots presence and the en-
thusiasm of its supporters in 
Karnataka, marking the Bi-
har victory as a moment of 
pride for BJP members 
across the country.

Karnataka opens 
loans, subsidies 
for Christians

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Christian Com-
munity Development Corpora-
tion (KCCDC) has invited 
members of the Christian com-
munity to apply online for 
loans and subsidies under vari-
ous schemes for the year 2025-
26. The announcement aims to 
support entrepreneurship, edu-
cation, and skill development 
within the community. The 
schemes open for applications 
include the Shramshakti Loan/
Subsidy Scheme, Shramshakti 
Special Women’s Loan/Subsi-
dy Scheme, Taxi and Goods 
Vehicle Purchase Subsidy 
Scheme, Vocational Promotion 
Loan/Subsidy Scheme, Chris-
tian Community-Based Skill 
Development Training Scheme, 
Foreign Education Loan 
Scheme, Arivu Education Loan 
Scheme,  Ganga Kalyan 
Scheme, Business Enterprise/
Direct Loan Scheme, and Sub-
sidy Scheme for Women Self-
Help Groups.

Interested applicants can sub-
mit their forms online at www.
kccdclonline.karnataka.gov.in 
before the deadline of Novem-
ber 30, 2025. The programs are 
designed to empower commu-
nity members by providing fi-
nancial support for education, 
business ventures, skill training, 
and women-led initiatives.

Bengaluru to 
celebrate 

National Press 
Day on Nov 17

BENGALURU

Bengaluru is all set to cele-
brate National Press Day on 
November 17, 2025. The event 
is being organized by the Kar-
nataka Media Academy, the 
Department of Information 
and Public Relations, and the 
Press Club of Bangalore. The 
program will start at 11:00 am 
at the Press Club premises on 
Cubbon Park Road. The cele-
bration will be inaugurated by 
Karnataka Legislative Assem-
bly Speaker U.T. Khader Farid 
and Minister for Large and 
Medium Industries and Infra-
structure Development M.B. 
Patil. Shivajinagar MLA Riz-
wan Arshad will preside over 
the function.

Chief Minister’s Media Ad-
visor K.V. Prabhakar and 
Bengaluru Central Lok Sabha 
MP P.C. Mohan will attend as 
the chief guests. Retired 
NDTV editor Nupur Basu and 
senior journalist and author 
Dr. R. Poornima will deliver 
the keynote addresses, shar-
ing their experiences and in-
sights into journalism.

Secretary to the Chief Min-
ister B.B. Kaveri, Commis-
sioner of Information and 
Public Relations Hemant M. 
Nimbalkar, and Press Club 
Bangalore President R. Sri-
dhar will also attend as honor-
ary guests.

Kengeri MLA accelerates 
development projects for residents
BENGALURU

MLA S. T. Somashekar has 
promised faster development 
in Yeshwantpur assembly con-
stituency, aiming to meet the 
expectations of local residents. 
He made the statement while 
launching new road and drain-
age projects in Megalabeedi 
Dr. Vishnuvardhan Circle of 
Kengeri ward and Vinayak 
Nagar in Bandemath ward.

Speaking at the event, So-
mashekar said that education 
and basic facilities are being 
given top priority. He added 
that the focus is on building 
good roads in every village, 
supplying clean drinking wa-
ter, and providing better learn-

ing opportunities for students 
in rural areas.

“The people’s comfort and 
progress are our main goal. 
Development should touch ev-
ery household and benefit ev-
ery resident,” the MLA said.

Several local leaders were 
present to witness the launch, 
including Kengeri Block Pres-
ident Mylasandra Nagaraj, for-
mer Zilla Panchayat member 
Shivamadaya, Ward President 
T. Prabhakar, former Vice 
President Aman Ullah, Vice 
Presidents Mahendra Kiran 
and Lohit, along with commu-
nity leaders Mahesh Babu, Dr. 
Anupama Panchakshari, 
Krishnappa, K.R. Murthy, 
K.Y. Krishna, and Latha.
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Shivakumar’s ‘Neerina Hejje’ launched by CM
BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Friday released the 
much-awaited book Neerina 
Hejje, authored by Deputy 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar, at the Vidhana Soudha 
Banquet Hall. The event saw 
the presence of senior leaders 
including H.K. Patil, N.S. 
Bosaraju, Krishna Byre Gow-
da, Cheluvaraya Swamy, Pri-
yanka Kharge, Lakshmi Heb-
balkar, Madhu Bangarappa, 
and R.V. Deshpande.

Despite his busy schedule as 
KPCC President, Deputy Chief 
Minister, and Bangalore Urban 
Development Minister, Shiva-
kumar personally wrote the 
book, which focuses on water 
resources, disputes, and man-
agement strategies at the state, 
national, and international lev-
els. The work details irrigation 
projects, court judgments, chal-
lenges, and possible solutions, 

aiming to provide a compre-
hensive understanding of Kar-
nataka’s water scenario.

At the launch, Shivakumar 
reflected on the long struggle 
for the Mekedatu project, stat-
ing, “Prayers never fail, even if 
attempts do.” He recalled that 
he and the Chief Minister had 
initially planned a padayatra to 

raise awareness, but the effort 
was delayed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “Even 
when faced with legal cases 
and criticism for performing 
the Cauvery Aarti in Bengalu-
ru, I did not step back. The Su-
preme Court verdict proves 
sincere effort always yields re-
sults,” he said.

Shivakumar also urged Kar-
nataka MPs to secure approvals 
from central authorities, noting 
that an office for the Mekedatu 
project has been established 
and land acquisition has begun. 
He discussed ongoing challeng-
es, including pending consent 
from Andhra Pradesh on Mah-
adayi and delays in the release 
of Rs 5,000 crore for the 
Bhadra project. He stressed the 
importance of inter-state coop-
eration and timely government 
action to secure Karnataka’s 
water interests.

While acknowledging that 
the verdict offers more bene-
fits to Tamil Nadu, Shivaku-
mar highlighted that Bengalu-
ru would gain access to safe 
drinking water. He concluded 
by reminding leaders that po-
litical differences must not 
overshadow public welfare, 
and that decisions made today 
will shape the state’s future 
water security.

DCM’S BOOK RELEASE

QUICK READ
Shaw applauds 

Shivakumar for cleaner 
Bengaluru roads

Cops seize nine stolen 
bikes in Jnanabharati 

operation

Swiggy to shift 
headquarters from 

Bellandur to Whitefield

Bengaluru
Biocon founder Kiran Ma-

zumdar-Shaw has 
praised Deputy Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar for 

improving Bengaluru’s 
roads and footpaths. She 
said the city is finally see-
ing “visible change” with 
cleaner paths and newly 
asphalted roads. Her re-
marks come weeks after 

both had disagreed online 
over potholes and gar-

bage issues. Shaw 
thanked the BBMP Chief 
Commissioner and urged 
citizens to act responsibly. 

Earlier, she had warned 
that poor infrastructure 
could drive away inves-

tors, which led to a sharp 
reaction from Shivaku-

mar. After a personal 
meeting, tensions eased, 
and Shaw’s latest appre-

ciation shows progress 
that many residents have 

been hoping for.

Bengaluru
Jnanabharati Police have 

arrested Arbaaz, also 
known as Dubai, a 

21-year-old resident of 
Chikkabasti, for stealing 

two-wheelers parked out-
side homes and on road-
sides. Police seized nine 

stolen bikes worth D5 lakh 
from him. The case began 
when a resident, Srikanth, 
found his bike missing af-
ter parking it outside his 
house and filed a com-

plaint. CCTV footage 
helped police identify the 

suspect, who was later 
caught near Shivaji Hotel. 
Officers said Arbaaz and 
his accomplices targeted 
vehicles across multiple 
police limits, including 

Halsur Gate, Chamaraj-
pet, and Yeshwanthpur. 
Several theft cases have 

now been cracked follow-
ing his arrest.

Bengaluru
Swiggy will move its 

headquarters from Em-
bassy Tech Village in Bel-

landur to Sumadhura 
Capital Towers in White-

field in the coming 
months. Sources said the 
Bellandur contract is end-
ing and employees prefer 

Whitefield for its better 
social environment and 

metro access near Kadu-
godi station. Swiggy, 

which spent six years on 
ORR and employs over 
2,000 people, began its 

journey in Koramangala 11 
years ago. The company 
recently reported a quar-
terly net loss of Rs 1,092 

crore but saw strong reve-
nue growth. 

CM honors Thimmakka’s 
lifelong love for nature

CM Siddaramaiah recalled that Saalumarada Thimmakka’s 
service to nature earned her the Padma Shri award

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
paid his last respects to Padma 
Shri awardee and beloved en-
vironmentalist Saalumarada 
Thimmakka.  After viewing 
her mortal remains, the Chief 

Minister said that even though 
Thimmakka is no longer with 
us, her love and dedication to 
nature will remain eternal.

Siddaramaiah recalled that 
Thimmakka’s service to nature 
earned her the Padma Shri 
award, recognizing her ex-

traordinary contribution to en-
vironmental conservation. 

Before her passing, she ex-
pressed her wish for a museum 
in Belur to honor her work. 
The government has assured 
that her proposal will be ex-
amined with respect.

B’luru customs stop massive 
ganja smuggling spree

BENGALURU
 

Customs officials at Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port (KIA) have stopped a 
major wave of drug smug-
gling attempts, seizing 
more than 72 kg of hydro-
ponic ganja worth over ₹53 
crore in just 18 days. Most 
of the accused were pas-
sengers arriving from 
Bangkok, signalling a sud-
den rise in efforts to bring 
high-grade contraband into 
the city.

The latest case was re-
ported on November 12, 
when officers caught two 
passengers carrying 15.79 
kg of hydro ganja valued at 

₹5.53 crore. Both were ar-
rested under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act. A 
day earlier, on November 
11, officials seized 2.76 kg 
worth ₹96.6 lakh. On No-
vember 10, another passen-
ger was found with 6.77 kg 
valued at ₹2.37 crore and 
was taken into custody.

The pattern continued 
through the month. On No-
vember 9, a Bangkok pas-
senger was intercepted with 
2.99 kg worth ₹1.04 crore. 
Earlier, on November 5, of-
ficers seized 3.32 kg valued 
at ₹3.32 crore. 

On November 1, 3.18 kg 
was found hidden inside 

checked-in luggage.
The biggest seizure came 

on October 29, when the 
Air  Intel l igence Unit 
stopped a passenger travel-
ling from Bangkok via 
Dubai with 37.88 kg of hy-
dro ganja worth ₹37.88 
crore — the largest haul in 
the ongoing crackdown.

Officials have questioned 
all the accused and are in-
vestigating whether these 
cases are connected to a 
larger organised smuggling 
network. The repeated at-
tempts, they said, show the 
g rowing  demand  fo r 
high-quality contraband and 
the need for tighter checks 
at international entry points.

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka State Police 
have achieved a remarkable 
feat by winning the National 
Joint Counter-IED Champion-
ship for the third year in a row. 
The Internal Security Division 
(ISD) Counter-IED Team se-
cured the top honour at Visfot 
Kavach IX, a national-level 
event conducted by the Nation-
al Security Guard (NSG) in 
New Delhi.

Led by Col. Akkula Bal-
akrishna, SM, the team has 
now become the only State po-
lice force in the country to win 
three consecutive titles in 
counter-IED operations. Offi-
cials said the victory highlights 
the team’s growing technical 
skills, discipline, and ability to 
respond effectively during 
high-risk situations involving 
explosives.

This year’s championship, 
held from November 10 to 15, 
brought together 28 teams from 
across India, including State 
police units, Union Territories, 
and Central Armed Police 
Forces. The contest featured a 
series of tough challenges like 

advanced bomb-disposal drills, 
detection of hidden IEDs, safe 
neutralisation techniques, and 
real-life simulation exercises 
designed to test quick thinking 
and teamwork.

According to officials, the 
Karnataka ISD team stood out 
throughout the competition by 
finishing first in every category. 
Their performance won appre-
ciation from senior officers and 
organisers, who noted that such 
training and readiness play a 
major role in strengthening na-
tional security.

The State Police Department 
said the achievement will in-
spire other forces and encour-
age more officers to specialise 
in counter-IED operations. It 
also praised the team for bring-
ing pride to Karnataka through 
their hard work and dedication.

K’taka Police clinch 
National IED title again

Zaveri bros shines bright 
with Bengaluru debut

BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru welcomed a spar-
kling new addition to its luxu-
ry scene as Zaveri Bros Dia-
monds & Gold opened its first 
boutique in Sadashivanagar, 
marking a major step in the 
brand’s growing presence 
across South India. The fami-
ly-led jewellery house, known 
for three decades of trust and 
craftsmanship, celebrated the 
launch with grace, history, and 
heartfelt pride.

The event was led by Her 
Highness Maharajakumari Ka-
makshi Devi Wadiyar and Her 
Highness Maharajakumari In-
drakshi Devi Wadiyar of the 
Mysuru royal family. Their 
presence added a sense of her-
itage as they unveiled new col-
lections, drawing admiration 
from guests, designers, and 
jewellery lovers who gathered 
to witness the brand’s elegant 
blend of tradition and modern 
design.

The Bengaluru boutique fol-
lows the success of the brand’s 
Coimbatore flagship and Gur-
ugram store. Designed with a 
warm, minimal aesthetic, the 
space highlights pieces in 
gold, diamonds, and Polki—
each crafted to tell personal 

stories. Co-Founder and Man-
aging Director Naresh Chetan 
said the expansion reflects the 
company’s belief that trust and 
fine craftsmanship never lose 
relevance, no matter the era.

A major highlight of the 
launch was the Hearts & Ar-
rows Collection. The dia-
monds in this line display a 
rare pattern of eight hearts and 
eight arrows, created through 
exacting craftsmanship and 
perfect symmetry. The hearts 
symbolize harmony, while the 
arrows stand for strength, 
making each piece both artistic 
and meaningful.

Co-Founder and CEO San-
geeta Chetan said the new bou-

tique mirrors Bengaluru’s blend 
of heritage and contemporary 
taste. She added that every de-
sign aims to make women feel 
celebrated every day.

Guests also explored Navya 
– The Navaratna Collection, a 
youthful take on India’s nine 
sacred gems crafted in 18K 
rose gold. Director Roshni 
Chetan Hinduja said the col-
lection brings heritage to a 
generation that values indi-
viduality.

The boutique offers person-
alized consultations, bespoke 
designs, heirloom revivals, and 
a dedicated Bridal Lounge—
creating a complete, immer-
sive jewellery experience.

L-R:- Roshni Chetan Hinduja, Director, Zaveri Bros Diamonds & Gold, Mahara-
jakumari Indrakshi Devi Wadiyar, Sangeeta Chetan, Co-Founder & CEO, Zaveri 
Bros Diamonds & Gold, Maharajakumari Kamakshi Devi Wadiyar, Naresh 
Chetan, Co-Founder & Managing Director, Zaveri Bros Diamonds & Gold

BENGALURU
 

The High Court has refused 
anticipatory bail to Bhagwan-
trai Basant Rai Biradar, a con-
stable accused of cheating, 
sexually exploiting, and re-
fusing to accept a woman 
constable as his wife after ty-
ing a knot with her in front of 
a Sai Baba photo. The bench 
led by Justice S. Rachaiah de-
livered the order while hear-
ing his criminal appeal.

According to the complaint, 
both the accused and the vic-
tim served at the Amrutur Po-
lice Station. The woman, who 
belongs to a Scheduled Caste, 
alleged that Bhagwantrai re-
peatedly professed his love 
and began a physical relation-
ship with her. When she re-
fused, he allegedly tied a thali 
in front of a Sai Baba photo at 
her house and continued to 
sexually exploit her. She stated 
that he asked her to keep the 
matter secret, claiming public 
knowledge would create com-
munity-related problems. Lat-
er, when she urged him to pub-
licly recognize her as his wife, 
he avoided her, made excuses, 

and eventually got engaged to 
another woman.

The complaint also states 
that the accused visited her 
police hostel with support 
from another constable, ver-
bally abused her using 
caste-related remarks, and as-
saulted her. After learning that 
she was being cheated, the 
victim filed a case under the 
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act. The court not-
ed that the allegations indicat-
ed clear exploitation and re-
fusal to accept her as his wife 
because of her caste, making 
the charges serious under Sec-
tion 18A of the Act.

Bhagwantrai first sought 
anticipatory bail from the 
Tumkur District Sessions 
Court, which rejected his 
plea. His lawyer argued in 
the High Court that he was 
falsely implicated and that 
there was no evidence of 
marriage or exploitation. The 
government lawyer opposed 
the plea, insisting the allega-
tions required full investiga-
tion. The High Court dis-
missed the appeal.

Constable denied bail over 
exploitation allegations

Yaklaspur High 
School wins 
prestigious 
best award

BENGALURU
 

Yaklaspur High School, offi-
cially known as ‘Shri Mati Par-
va Tevva Kom Hire Basappa 
Hale Mani Sarkar Ri High 
School,’ located in Mundargi, 
Gadag district, has been hon-
ored with the prestigious ‘Best 
School Award.’ The recognition 
is given by the Kannada 
Friends Association to mark the 
centenary of renowned writer 
Prof. L.S. Sheshagiri Rao.

The award celebrates Kanna-
da medium schools that demon-
strate outstanding performance 
in academics, infrastructure, and 
overall development. Along 
with the recognition, the school 
will receive a cash prize of 
₹10,000. Currently, the school 
educates 121 students and is 
equipped with well-maintained 
science and computer labs, an 
auditorium, and other facilities. 
The school building is noted for 
its cleanliness and organized en-
vironment, according to R.N. 
Chandrashekhar, director of the 
awarding association.

Cooperative growth brings strong social 
and economic progress: CM Siddaramaiah

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
said that strengthening the co-
operative sector can greatly 
boost the economic and social 
growth of lakhs of families 
across Karnataka. He spoke at 
the 72nd All India Coopera-
tive Week celebration held at 
Palace Grounds, where the 
prestigious Cooperative Ratna 

Awards were presented.
The Chief Minister said that 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had 
given strong direction to the 
cooperative movement, be-
lieving it to be a key force for 
developing rural India. He 
recalled Nehru’s idea that ev-
ery village must have a 
school, a cooperative society, 
and a shelter to truly progress. 
He said that both Nehru and 

Mahatma Gandhi worked 
with commitment to strength-
en cooperatives across the 
country.

Siddaramaiah highlighted 
that Karnataka has a proud 
history in this sector, as the 
first cooperative bank in Asia 
was established in the state. 
Because of this, Karnataka is 
often recognized as the coop-
erative capital of India. 

HC convicts newspaper editor for defamatory articles
BENGALURU 

 
The Karnataka High Court 
has convicted T. Gururaj, Ed-
itor of the Hello Mysore 
newspaper, for publishing de-
famatory articles against a 
Circle Inspector attached to 
K.R. Police Station, Mysuru. 
The conviction came after the 
High Court set aside a previ-
ous acquittal granted by the 

trial court.
Justice S. Rachaiah, deliv-

ering the judgment, observed 
that the editor had levelled 
several allegations against In-
spector S.N. Suresh Babu 
without providing any sup-
porting evidence or public 
complaints. “Allegations are 
made against an officer and 
failed to prove any one of 
such allegations by producing 

any complaints by public 
amounts to defamation,” the 
court stated.

Allowing the appeal filed 
by the police officer, the High 
Court convicted Gururaj un-
der Sections 500 and 501 of 
the IPC. He has been sen-
tenced to six months’ simple 
imprisonment for each of-
fence and fined ₹2,000 for 
each count.

Two youths 
murdered in 

separate cases
RAMANAGARA

 
Two youths were brutally mur-
dered in separate cases in Ra-
managara and Tumakuru on 
Friday night. The police are on 
the lookout for the attackers in 
both cases. Nishant (25) from 
Kondapura village in Channa-
patna taluk was brutally mur-
dered with a sharp weapon at 
Kadamba Hotel near Bidadi 
late on Friday night. Nishant 
had been working as a security 
guard at the hotel for the past 
two and a half months.

The police suspect that the 
murder was committed due to 
old enmity. The assailants 
stabbed Nishant in the ear with 
a knife while he was sleeping at 
the hotel and also took away the 
DVR of the hotel’s CCTV cam-
era. The Bidadi police visited 
the scene and conducted an in-
vestigation, with fingerprint ex-
perts and a dog squad. Accord-
ing to the police, Nishant had a 
previous case registered against 
him at the Konanakunte police 
station in Bengaluru. The Bida-
di police have launched an in-
vestigation and are working to 
apprehend the accused.
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CHITRADURGA

Children are the true asset of 
the nation, and it is our col-
lective responsibility to guide 
them into becoming responsi-
ble global citizens, said Se-
nior Civil Judge and Member 
Secretary of the District Legal 
Services Authority, M. Vijay. 
He was speaking after inaugu-
rating the district-level Chil-
dren’s Day celebration held at 
the Zilla Panchayat auditori-
um on Friday. The event was 
organised by the Directorate 
of Child Protection, District 
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, District Legal Services 
Authority, Department of 
Women and Child Develop-
ment, and the District Child 
Protection Unit under the 
theme Beti Bachao, Beti Pad-
hao.

Addressing the gathering, 
he emphasized that children 
must receive proper support, 
protection, quality education, 
and opportunities that help 

them grow and compete con-
fidently at the global level. He 
urged children to raise their 
voices against social evils like 
child marriage and report any 
issues to concerned authori-
ties. Student life, he said, is a 
golden phase, and children 
should focus not only on aca-
demics but also creative and 
extracurricular activities to 
grow into responsible citi-
zens.

Zilla Panchayat Deputy 
Secretary Dr. Rangaswamy 
highlighted the importance of 
children’s village assemblies 

(Makkala Grama Sabhas), 
which give children a plat-
form to express their opinions 
on their rights, challenges, 
and village development. Is-
sues such as education, mid-
day meals, sanitation, cleanli-
ness, and transportation are 
discussed, and solutions are 
initiated through these fo-
rums, he added.

Child Welfare Committee 
Chairperson P. Sheela de-
scribed children as fountains 
of energy who bring peace 
and joy. She stressed the need 
for both internal and external 

education for their holistic de-
velopment.

On this occasion, students 
including Swapna from Red-
dihalli (Challakere) and Gan-
gamma from Molakalmuru, 
along with high scorers in 
SSLC and PUC exams under 
the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 
scheme, were honoured. Dis-
trict-level competitions such 
as essay writing and drawing 
were also conducted, and 
prizes were distributed to 
winners. Several officials 
from various departments par-
ticipated in the event.

Demand to declare Nov 14 as ‘Diabetes Reversal Day’
SHIVAMOGGA 

In Shivamogga, doctors from 
the Diabetes Reversal Centre 
have urged the government to 
officially declare November 
14—currently observed as 
World Diabetes Day—as Di-
abetes Reversal Day. Speak-
ing at a press conference, Dr. 
Preetham announced that a 
formal request will be submit-
ted to the government through 
the Deputy Commissioner in 
the coming days.

He explained that World 
Diabetes Day has been ob-
served since 2006, but public 

awareness still remains limit-
ed regarding the root causes 
of diabetes. According to him, 
poor dietary habits and chron-
ic mental stress are the prima-
ry contributors to diabetes. 

Medication, he noted, only 
offers temporary relief and 
does not provide a permanent 
cure. Instead, significant im-
provements can be achieved 
when individuals adopt 
healthier food practices and 
lifestyle changes. Through di-
abetes reversal techniques, 
many patients can reduce or 
even completely discontinue 
their medication.

Dr. Preetham highlighted 
that nearly 90 out of every 
100 diabetic patients suffer 
from Type-2 diabetes. In 
2016, the World Health Orga-
nization confirmed that Type-

2 diabetes can indeed be re-
versed. Similarly, the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association ac-
knowledged in 2019 that 
Type-2 diabetes reversal is 
possible. Medical evidence 
supporting reversal has exist-
ed even earlier: in 2008, re-
searcher Roy Taylor scientifi-
cally demonstrated that Type-
2 diabetes can be reversed 
through targeted interven-
tions.

Further, he noted that as 
early as 1995, Dr. Walter 
Pories showed that bariatric 
surgery could lead to diabetes 
reversal in certain patients. 

With substantial scientific 
backing and growing public 
awareness, Dr. Preetham said 
it is essential to promote the 
concept of diabetes reversal 
more widely. Declaring No-
vember 14 as Diabetes Rever-
sal Day, he argued, would 
help educate the public and 
encourage lifestyle-based ap-
proaches to managing and 
reversing the condition.

Doctors Manjunath, Vish-
wanath Kashi, Seetharam, 
Rajanna, Yogeesh, Dr. Siraj 
Ahmed, Vinay and Shyam 
were present at the press 
meet.

DIABETES REVERSAL DAY

QUICK READ
Youth brutally 
murdered over 

personal rivalry

Man stabbed 
to death on 

Mantur Road
Car bursts into flames near 

Nanthoor junction

Ramanagara
A 25-year-old youth, Nis-

hanth from Kondapura 
village in Channapatna 
taluk, was brutally killed 
near Kadamba Hotel in 

Bidadi on Thursday night. 
Nishanth had been work-
ing as a security guard at 
the hotel for the past two 
and a half months. Police 
suspect that the murder 

was carried out due to an 
old rivalry. The assailants 

allegedly stabbed him 
near the ear while he was 

asleep inside the hotel 
and later fled with the ho-
tel’s CCTV DVR to destroy 

evidence. Bidadi police, 
along with fingerprint ex-

perts and a dog squad, 
conducted a thorough in-
spection of the spot. Nis-

hanth reportedly had a 
previous FIR registered 

against him at Ko-
nanakunte police station 
in Bengaluru. Police have 
launched a search to nab 

the accused.

Dharwad
A 27-year-old man, identi-
fied as Mallik Jan Ahmed, 
was brutally stabbed to 

death late Thursday night 
on Mantur Road in Hub-
balli. According to police, 

a group of youths at-
tacked Mallik Jan with 

knives, leading to severe 
bleeding. He was rushed 

to KIMS Hospital for 
treatment, but despite ef-

forts, he succumbed to 
his injuries due to exces-
sive blood loss and deep 
stab wounds. A case has 

been registered at the 
Bendigeri Police Station. 
After the post-mortem 
examination, the body 

was handed over to the 
family. Outraged by the 
murder, local residents 

blocked the road near the 
KEB office, alleging that 
negligence by the Bendi-
geri police had allowed 

such an incident to occur 
in the area.

MANGALURU

A car suddenly caught fire 
near Nanthoor in Mangaluru, 
creating panic among motor-
ists. The incident involved a 
white Hyundai Verna, which 
began burning mid-way while 
travelling on the road. As 
smoke and flames intensified, 
a water-supply tanker from 
the city corporation rushed to 
the spot. 

The tanker staff immediate-

ly sprayed water in an effort 
to bring the fire under control. 
Traffic police also arrived and 
regulated vehicle movement 
in the busy junction to pre-
vent congestion. The exact 
cause of the fire is yet to be 
determined, and officials are 
investigating whether it was 
triggered by a technical fault 
or another issue. Fortunately, 
no injuries were reported, but 
the car suffered extensive 
damage.

Judge Vijay urges nurturing 
children as responsible citizens

Children are a nation’s greatest asset, and nurturing them into responsible 
global citizens is a shared duty of society, said Senior Civil Judge M. Vijay 

Bihar voters backed 
NDA after seeing 
Modi’s work: BSY

SHIVAMOGGA

Former Chief Minister B.S. 
Yediyurappa said that the 
Congress has once again 
faced a major defeat, this time 
in Bihar, where voters chose 
the NDA after recognising the 
development and leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Speaking to reporters 
in Shivamogga, he said the 
election results clearly reflect 
people’s approval of Modi’s 
governance. According to 
him, both Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah played a 
crucial role in crafting an ef-
fective strategy that led to the 
NDA’s victory in the state.

Yediyurappa added that the 
people have rejected the lead-
ership of Rahul Gandhi, 
which he said is evident from 
the Congress party’s poor per-
formance. He further stated 
that the decision on who will 
serve as Bihar’s Chief Minis-
ter will be taken jointly by 
Modi and Amit Shah after due 
discussions, as the mandate 
has strongly favoured their 
leadership.

Shifting focus to Karnataka, 
Yediyurappa addressed con-
cerns related to sugarcane 
farmers. He assured that the 
ongoing issues faced by sug-
arcane growers will be re-
solved soon. The state gov-
ernment, he said, must re-

spond seriously and take ap-
propriate measures to address 
the challenges affecting 
farmers. He urged the admin-
istration to act swiftly to pro-
vide relief and ensure that 
farmers’ demands are met 
without delay.

Yediyurappa reiterated that 
the Bihar results send a strong 
message about national lead-
ership and governance, and 
that people across the country 
continue to place their trust in 
the NDA because of Modi’s 
developmental agenda and 
decisive leadership.

Former Chief  Minister 
B.S. Yediyurappa said 

the Congress has 
suffered another major 
defeat in Bihar, where 

voters backed the NDA 
after recognising 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 

development-focused 
governance 

Bihar voters have endorsed    
‘Ni-Mo’ governance: MLA

UDUPI 

BJP MLA Sunil Kumar said 
that the people of Bihar have 
once again brought the NDA 
alliance to power, appreciating 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s devel-
opment model and 
Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar’s governance. 
Speaking to the me-
dia in Udupi about 
the NDA’s majority 
in Bihar, he remarked 
that the people have 
clearly accepted the “Nimo” 
style of administration. Taking 
a dig at the Congress, he said 
the party keeps blaming EVMs 
and ballot papers, and may 
soon start blaming the voters 

themselves.
He added that the Mahag-

athbandhan had planned ma-
jor political changes in the 
country, but the left-liberal 
strategies failed to gain trac-

tion. The Bihar 
result, he said, 
has created curi-
osity about how it 
wil l  influence 
Karnataka’s so-
called “November 
Revolution.”

Sunil Kumar 
further accused 

the Congress of creating an 
environment of distrust in 
democratic systems. The par-
ty itself, he said, is facing in-
ternal turmoil, raising ques-
tions about leadership: wheth-

er the Congress will split, 
where dissenting groups will 
go, whether Siddaramaiah 
will step aside, and whether 
D.K. Shivakumar will take 
over. These debates, he 
claimed, are active within the 
party.

He also said the people of 
India have rejected the Con-
gress completely, pointing out 
that it could not even cross 
double digits. According to 
him, those who relied on mi-
nority appeasement have been 
defeated. He argued that the 
mindset that insulted national 
operations and criticised the 
RSS has been rejected by the 
public, who have supported 
nationalism and service-ori-
ented politics.

Over 10 injured 
as KSRTC bus 

crashes into tree, 
five critical

HASSAN

A major accident occurred 
near Gejjehalli in Arasikere 
when a KSRTC bus lost con-
trol and rammed into a road-
side tree. More than ten pas-
sengers sustained injuries, and 
the condition of five is report-
ed to be serious. The bus, be-
longing to the Puttur depot, 
was travelling towards Ma-
dikeri when the driver report-
edly lost control, resulting in 
a severe collision. The impact 
left the front portion of the 
bus completely crushed.

The injured passengers 
were initially treated at the 
Arasikere Taluk Hospital and 
later shifted to Hassan District 
Hospital for advanced care. 
MLA K.M. Shivalingegowda 
visited both the accident spot 
and the hospital to enquire 
about the condition of the in-
jured. Arasikere Rural Police 
inspected the scene, and a 
JCB was used to clear the 
damaged bus, allowing traffic 
to resume smoothly.

Sulluvadi poisoned 
prasada case: Bail to 

accused sparks protest
CHAMARAJANAGAR

Residents of Sulluvadi and 
the families of those who 
died in the notorious poi-
soned prasada tragedy have 
strongly opposed the High 
Court’s decision to grant 
bail to the prime accused. 
The incident, which oc-
curred a few years ago at the 
Kichuguththi  Maramma 
Temple near Martalli in Ha-
nur taluk, Chamarajanagar 
district, had shocked the en-
tire state after 17 devotees 
lost their lives from consum-
ing poisoned prasada distrib-
uted during a temple event.

Following the recent court 
order granting bail to Immdi 
Mahadevaswamy, the main 
accused in the case, grieving 
families and local villagers 
gathered at the temple prem-
ises to register their anger 
and disappointment. As a 
mark of protest, the demon-
strators symbolically burnt 

an effigy of Mahadevas-
wamy, expressing their deep 
anguish over what they de-
scribed as an unjust deci-
sion.

Protesters argued that the 
tragedy had torn apart many 
families and left irreversible 
emotional scars, and there-
fore the accused should not 
be allowed bail under any 
circumstance. They demand-
ed that the High Court re-
consider its decision imme-
diately and cancel the bail 
granted to the accused. Ac-
cording to them, releasing 
the prime accused at this 
stage could affect the ongo-
ing legal proceedings and 
undermine the victims’ fight 
for justice.

The protestors vowed to 
continue their agitation until 
the authorities take neces-
sary action to ensure that the 
bail order is withdrawn and 
the accused remains in cus-
tody.

ZP CEO launches Kayaka Grama Programme
MANDYA

Mandya Zilla Panchayat CEO 
Nandini K.R. inaugurated the 
Kayaka Grama programme at 
Chikkankanahalli Gram Pan-
chayat in Srirangapatna taluk, 
as part of the 2025–26 budget 
announcement to strengthen 
rural development. The initia-
tive aims to ensure that senior 
district and taluk-level offi-
cials adopt and support back-
ward gram panchayats to im-
prove the implementation of 
state and central government 
schemes.

Speaking at the launch, 
CEO Nandini said that under 

the programme, action plans 
with long-term vision will be 
prepared. 

Regular meetings will be 
held to address drinking wa-
ter supply, infrastructure de-
velopment, streetlight main-
tenance, tax collection, time-
ly service delivery, upgrading 
anganwadis, improving GP 
libraries and information 
centres, protecting child 
rights, empowering women, 
supporting SC/ST communi-
ties, and enhancing health 
and sanitation. A total of 19 
key areas will be monitored 
for effective implementation, 
she added.

Appreciation for GP’s re-
cord management:
During her visit to the Chik-
kankanahalli GP office, Nan-
dini inspected the archive 
room and reviewed the 
e-property (e-Swathu) docu-
mentation. She praised the 
staff for maintaining records 
systematically and instructed 
that similar record-keeping 
practices should be adopted 
across all GPs in the district. 
She also directed the PDO to 
initiate steps for digitalizing 
all documents in the coming 
days.

Directions to strengthen 
Makkala Grama Sabhas:
Nandini emphasized the need 
for meaningful children’s vil-
lage assemblies that address 
child rights, prevention of 
child marriage, identifying 
and supporting school drop-
outs, hygiene, nutrition, and 
creating child-friendly envi-
ronments. GPs must ensure 
active participation of chil-
dren and act on their con-
cerns, she said.

Taluk officials, GP mem-
bers, and local leaders were 
present at the programme.

RAMANAGARA

Patel Public English School, 
Magadi Road, in collabora-
tion with the District Negi-
layogi Social Service Trust 
(Ramanagara–Bengaluru 
South), celebrated the 70th 
Kannada Rajyotsava along 
with Children’s Day on the 
school premises.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, the school’s found-
er-secretary Patel C. Raju 
highlighted the historical sig-
nificance of the Kannada lan-
guage, noting that the Halmi-
di inscription stands as its 
earliest documented evidence. 
He said Kannada is a rich lan-
guage with a strong identity 
of its own and does not need 
to be “saved” repeatedly. In-
stead, people must develop 
genuine love and pride for 
Kannada, especially within 
Karnataka. He urged the gov-
ernment to ensure Kannada is 
taught as the first language in 
all schools and colleges 
across the state.

Speaking about Children’s 
Day, he recalled Jawaharlal 

Nehru’s deep affection for 
children, which earned him 
the endearing name “Chacha 
Nehru.” Parents, he said, must 
understand and respect their 
children’s dreams, just as 
children must learn to honour 
their parents. Quoting elders, 
he reminded that children are 
innocent like gods and must 
grow up speaking the truth. 
However, he expressed con-
cern that many children today 
are learning to lie and urged 
them to focus on good values 
and learning.

District Kannada Sahitya 
Parishat President Bhaati 
Nagesh, who presided over 
the event, said the Parishat 
continues to fight for Kanna-
da’s preservation and active-
ly promotes its literary and 
cultural heritage across Kar-
nataka.

Members of the Negilayogi 
Trust, school administrators, 
teachers, and local dignitaries 
were present. Students per-
formed cultural programmes 
on Kannada Rajyotsava and 
Children’s Day, adding colour 
to the celebrations.

Patel School celebrates 
Kannada Rajyotsava 
and Children’s Day
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I, JAMSHIDA BEGUM, W/o. Syed 
Amjad Pasha, Resident of No, 
261, Nalbandvadi Road Tiptur 
Town Tumakuru Dist, 572201, 

have changed my name to 
JAMSHIDA BEGAM, vide affidavit 

dated: 14.11.2025 before notary 
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUNEER AHMED, S/o. Vazeer 
Ahmed Sab H P, Resident of No. 

12/3, 1st Maim, 3rd Cross, L R Bande 
Main Road, Appajiappa Layout, 
Shampura, A C Post, Bengaluru 

-560045, Karnataka, have changed 
my name to MUNEER AHMED H N, 

vide affidavit dated: 14.11.2025 before 
notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

We, MUNEER AHMED H N AND 
JABEEN TAJ, Resident of No. 12/3, 

1st Maim, 3rd Cross, L R Bande 
Main Road, Appajiappa Layout, 
Shampura, A C Post, Bengaluru 

-560045, Karnataka, have changed 
our minor son’s name from VAZEER 
AHMED to M VAZEER AHMED, vide 

affidavit dated: 14.11.2025 before 
notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

We, MUNEER AHMED H N AND 
JABEEN TAJ, Resident of No. 12/3, 
1st Maim, 3rd Cross, L R Bande Main 
Road, Appajiappa Layout, Shampura, 

A C Post, Bengaluru -560045, 
Karnataka, have changed our minor 
son’s name from HUSSAIN AHMED 

to HUSSAIN AHMED M, vide 
affidavit dated: 14.11.2025 before 

notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ARSHIA. A ,  W/o. Mohammed 
Farooq, resident of No. 4, 1st 
Cross, 1st Main, Vishvaswara 

Nagar, Opp. New Bright School, 
D.J. Halli, Bangalore - 560045, have 

changed my name to ARSHIA, 
Vide Affidavit Dated 12.11.2025 

before notary CHANDRASHEKAR 
.M, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHOAIB KHAN , S/o. Ibrahim 
Khan, Resident of No 4,1st 

Cross Tippu Nagar Chamarajpet 
Bengaluru Dist,560018, have 

changed my name to SHOHEB 
KHAN, vide affidavit dated: 

14.11.2025 before notary B.A. 
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ABDUL AFIZ NAZEER 
AHAMED S/o. Abdul Afiz resident 

of No. 424, Rajiv gandhi Nagar 
Behind Nithyananda School Anekal 

Jigani Po Bengaluru - 560105, 
have changed my name to A 

NAZEER AHAMED Vide Affidavit 
Dated : 14.11.2025 before notary R 

BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, YASIR ARFATH MUSHTAQ, 
S/o. Haji Mushtaq Ahmed 

Shariff, Resident of No. 39, 
Cock Burn Road, Opp HBS 

Hospital, Shivajiangar, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka, have changed my name 

to YASIR ARFATH, vide affidavit 
dated: 14.11.2025 before notary 

MEER HASSAN, Bengalru.

NAME CHANGE

¸ÀASÉå: 35/2025-26                        ¢£ÁAPÀ: 13.11.2025

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ EAf¤AiÀÄgï 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ, ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ 
«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ gÀªÀgÀÄ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÁdå¥Á®gÀ ¥ÀgÀªÁV PÉ.n.¦.¦. 
2000 gÀ£ÀéAiÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÁÖAqÀqïð mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmï ¤AiÀÄªÀÄzÀAvÉ 
PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ PÉ.¦.¦ ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV 
E¯ÁSÉAiÀÄ°è £ÉÆÃAzÀtÂ ªÀiÁrzÀ CºÀð mÉAqÀgïzÁgÀjAzÀ JgÀqÀÄ 
®PÉÆÃmÉ ¥ÀzÀÞwAiÀÄ°è mÉAqÀgï£ÀÄß DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ «¨sÁUÀ 
ªÁå¦ÛAiÀÄ°è£À ºÉÆ¸ÀPÉÆÃmÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀPÉÌ ¸ÀA§A¢ü¹zÀAvÉ 04 ¸ÀASÉåAiÀÄ 
(gÀÆ. 6.00 to 16.30 ®PÀëUÀ¼À) PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß 
ºÉÆgÀr¹zÀÄÝ, PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ 
«¼Á¸ÀzÀ°è ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæQæAiÉÄUÉ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAvÉ 
¢£ÁAPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ E.JA.r ªÉÆvÀÛªÀ£ÀÄß 
ªÀÄvÀÄÛ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÉÇæÃ¸À¹AUï ±ÀÄ®ÌªÀ£ÀÄß PÉ¦¦-¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï£À°è 
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) ¸ÀÆa¸À¯ÁVzÉ. (1) mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
D£ï¯ÉÊ£ï£À°è E-¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ¸À°è¸À®Ä ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¹gÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 21.11.2025 ¸ÀAeÉ 4.00 UÀAmÉ AiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ. (2) mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
E-¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 24.11.2025 ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 
UÀAmÉUÉ CxÀªÁ ªÀÄÄAzÉ w½¸À§ºÀÄzÁzÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À 
«ªÀgÀUÀ½UÁV F PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸ÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ.

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ. 
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/3796/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ «¨sÁUÀ, 2£ÉÃ ªÀÄºÀr, ¯ÉÆÃ.E. ¥ÀÇgÀPÀ PÀlÖqÀ,
PÉ.Dgï. ªÀÈvÀÛ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ-560 001. zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: 080-22133370.

Government of Karnataka

sd/-Surgeon, General Hospital,
Holenarasipura, Hassan Dist.

Job no. 758/83 state Client:Hospital, HN PUR Size: 6X2

Diet Tender notification
Tender were invited through e-Procurement to Supply of
Ready Meals(Vegetarian) and Bread to Inpatients for the FY
2025-26. For these two Hospitals with total number of 350
beds,(General hospital 250 beds and  Mother and Children's
Hospital(MCH) 100 beds) Tender Documents can be submitted
Through KPPP Portal from Date: 13/11/2025.  Last date for
receipt of tender documents: 28/11/2025 at 04:30PM. More
details will be available at https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

No: GH/HNP/Diet/01/2025-26   Date:13/11/2025
General Hospital Holenarasipura

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/»¸À¤/ºÁ¸À£À/763/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover System)

job no:459    2x10

Executive Engineer, PRE Division, Vijayapura has invited e-
tender for the works under the 5054 SCP/TSP Grant, 5054 CM 
Special Grant and Other Department Grant Scheme for the 
year 2023-24, 2024-25 & 2025-26, Work Indent No: 
RDPR/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT20267, 20263, 20265, 
20318, 20320, 20305, 20240 & 16188/Call-3) for General 
Bidders, RDPR/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT20321) for SC 
Bidders, RDPR/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT20314 for CAT-
II(A) Bidders, Rs. 6.00 Lakhs to 60.00 Lakhs Total 10 work vider 
Tender Publication No. 2457 Date: 12.11.2025. Last Date for 
Submission of Tender is 27.11.2025 time 5.30 PM.
For more information about the tender, the information can 
be collected at the website: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or 
visit the office of the said Division during officer hours.

Sd/-  Executive Engineer, P.R.E. Division, Vijayapur
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/«dAiÀÄ¥ÀÄgÀ/458/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

Govt. of Karnataka

Office of the Executive Engineer, 
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Vijayapur

Tel.No:08352-277816, Fax.No:08352-277817,
E-Mail:zpebjp9@yahoo.co.in

¸ÀASÉå:

                                   ¢£ÁAPÀ: 12.11.2025

PÁEA/¥ÀA.gÁ.E.«/«d/E¥Áæ/mÉAqÀgï/2025-26/2457

Govt of Karnataka
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PWD DIVISION, SEDAM

No: EE/PWD/Dvn/Sed/TS-1/2025-26/2049 Dated: 12.11.2025

1) Details of Work: 1. Total no of work -02 in under Chittapur Indent No's are 23235,
23236, 2) Head of Account : Under 5054 MDR Improvements For the year 2025-
26. 3) Amount put to tender Lowest Estimate cost : Rs. 970.00 Lakhs, Highest
Estimate Cost Rs.990.00 Lakhs, 4) Eligibility of Contractor : Class-I Contractor
and above, 5) Pre Bid Meeting Date : 22.12.2025, Morning 11.30 Hrs, 6) Date and
time for tender Queries of tenders : 24.12.2025 - 17.30 Hrs, 7) Tender form fee &
EMD Amount : Tender Processing fee & EMD as per e-portal, 8) Last date & time
for receipt of tender : 26.12.2025 - 16.00 Hrs, 9) Date & time for Opening of
Technical Bid : 29.12.2025 -16.30 Hrs), 10) Date and time for Opening of Financial
Bid : 31.12.2025 16.30 Hrs, 11) Communication Address : Office of the Executive
Engineer PWD Division, Sedam.12) Internet Address : www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
13) If any changes for Cancelation : Any Changes and cancelations are done in
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
NOTE : 1) The Undersigned has to power to /Postponement/ Rejecting the tender,
2) If any changes are there in upcoming days these tenders are not published in
tender bulletin it should be read in https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Divison, SedamDIPR/Kalaburagi/708/2025-26/Deshpande Publicity

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

I, MOHAMMED NOORULLA, S/o. Abdul Jabbar, 
aged about 52 years, residing at No.5, 2nd Cross, 
Arekempanahalli, Opposite 10th Cross, Wilson 
Garden, Bangalore 560 027, do hereby solemnly 
affirm and state on oath as follows:
I further declare that my son MASSAB NOOR has 
studied 10th std., at Bishop Cotton Boys School, 
Residency Road, Bangalore - 560 025, and my 
son has passed SSLC during the year 2024 and 
vide Unique ID NO. 8112755 and I have lost 
my son 10th Class. Original Marks Card. while 
traveling and the same could not be traced. I 
hereby affirm that the above statements are true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge, belief, 
and information. Vide affidavit dated: 13.11.2025, 
before Notary R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

Document Lost 

Tenders are invited through e-procurement for Two Numbers 
of scrap vehicles. The Tender Documents can be obtained and 
submitted on or before 27.11.2025 up to 4.00 pm.For furtherdetails 
contact the above address during office hours or visit 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. (RWSSD/2025-26/AUCTION4250)

DIPR/CP/Shirdi Sai/3809/2025-26

Sd/-
Executive Engineer, 

RDW&S Division,  Bengaluru Urban Dist, Bengaluru

E-Procurement   Tender Notice

O/o Executive Engineer, Rural Drinking Water &  Sanitation Division, 
First Floor, Zilla Panchayat Building,  S. Kariyappa Road, 
Banashankari (Near Banashankari Temple) Bengaluru-560070.

Government of Karnataka 

      No.EE/RDW&SD/BNG(U)/TND/11/2025-26                          Date: 12.11.2025

BENGALURU URBAN ZILLA  PANCHAYAT

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

HARISHA S, Advocate
No.2,1st Floor Byranna Building,

Madanayakanahalli, Bengaluru-562162
Mobile No.90609 50265.

Notice is hereby given to public at large 
Mrs. Mubark Begum W/O Sha Ulla Khan, 
Residing at No. 53/2, 5th Cross Railway Paralle 
Road, Harijana Colony, Bangalore Nor th, 
Karnataka - 560022 she has lost the Registered 
Original Sale Deed of Doc No.455-1985-86 
dated on 03-06-1985 he has lost at Near 
Yaswanthpura bus stop Accordingly he has 
lodged the complainant on Bangalore City Police 
with E-Lost dated 12/11/2025 Repor t 
No.1898507/2025.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY : All that piece and 
parcel of  Property Bearing  No.85A, khatha/ 
Assessment No. 1471/1281/40,E - Pid - No 6-2-
629 -85A.Situated at 1st A Main Road CMC, 
Municipal Layout and APMC Yard, 1st Division 
Ward No.6, Chikkaballapura, measuring East to 
West 12.192024 Mtrs, and North to South: 
9.144018  Mtrs Totally measuring 111.4836 Sq. 
Mtrs,   bounded on East by:  Road, West by: 
House built on Plot No.52, North by: House built 
on Plot No.41,  South by: House built on Plot 
No.39. If anyone nding the aforesaid document 
is hereby requested to handover the same to our 
ofce at the address mentioned hereunder.

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUBMIT DETAILED REPORT ON 
DISABILITIES ACT: HC TO STATE 
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court on 
Friday directed the State gov-
ernment to file a comprehensive 
report within six weeks detail-
ing the status of implementa-
tion of the Rights of Persons 
With Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 
2016.

A division bench comprising 
Chief Justice Vibhu Bakhru 
and Justice C.M. Poonacha is-
sued notice on a plea alleging 
the State’s failure to comply 
with Sections 17, 24, 34, 35, 
37, and 88 of the Act. The 
court ordered the government 
to provide a detailed report on 
steps taken under the said pro-
visions.

Section 17 mandates the 
government to ensure inclusive 

education in institutions it 
funds. This includes conduct-
ing surveys every five years, 
establishing and staffing teach-
er training institutions, provid-
ing necessary learning aids, 
resource centres, scholarships, 
and curriculum modifications.

Under Section 24, the gov-
ernment is required to create 
schemes to safeguard and pro-
mote independent living for 
persons with disabilities. Sec-
tion 34 requires 4% reserva-
tion in government jobs, in-
cluding specific allocations for 
various disabilities. Section 35 
mandates incentives for pri-
vate employers to ensure at 
least 5% of their workforce 
comprises persons with bench-
mark disabilities.

Section 37 stipulates 5% res-
ervation for persons with dis-
abilities in agricultural land 
al lotment ,  developmental 
schemes, and concessional 
land allotment for housing. 
Section 88 calls for the cre-
ation of a dedicated state fund 
for persons with disabilities.

The plea seeks the estab-
lishment of additional special 
schools and accessible infra-
structure,  registration of 
teachers under the Rehabilita-
tion Council of India Act, 
1992, and creation of voca-
tional training centres. It also 
requests enhancement of dis-
ability pensions to Rs 10,000, 
free bus travel, increased 
funding for assistive technol-
ogies under the ADIP scheme, 
and issuance of Unique Dis-
ability Identity (UDID) cards 
to eligible persons.

Advocate Pradeep Nayak, 
representing the petitioner, ar-
gued that the State had not 
effectively implemented the 
Act, undermining the consti-
tutional rights of persons with 
disabilities. 

The Karnataka High Court has directed the State government to submit a detailed 
report on the implementation of the Rights of Persons With Disabilities Act, 2016.

District panchayats celebrate 
Children’s Day with sports

CHIKKAPALLAPUR

The district witnessed a 
grand celebration of sports 
and cultural activities as 
157 Zilla Panchayats orga-
nized events for children 
across various schools. On 
Children’s Day, competi-
tions in four major games 
were conducted in all Pan-
chayat-run schools, engag-
ing students from rural 
and urban areas.

A total of 5,300 children 
participated district-wide, 
with 3,000 in primary 
schools, 2,000 in upper 
primary, and 1,000 in high 
schools. Winners were 
awarded cash prizes total-
ing ₹18,84,000, along 
with certificates of appre-
ciation and recognition for 
their achievements.

The events were metic-
ulously planned and exe-
cuted under the supervi-
sion of District Panchayat 
officials, led by Deputy 
Director V.L. Navin Bhatt. 
District Panchayat CEO 
N. Bhuniraj, local Pancha-
yat officials, and elected 
representatives actively 
participated in organizing 

and monitoring the compe-
titions. The games aimed to 
promote physical fitness, 
teamwork, and sportsman-
ship among school chil-
dren. Special arrangements 
ensured smooth conduct of 
events, and officials Anand 
Y., along with other Pan-
chayat officers, were pres-
ent to oversee the pro-
grams.

Officials emphasized that 
such sports activities not 

only enhance physical and 
mental well-being but also 
encourage participation in 
cultural and social events, 
fostering holistic develop-
ment. District Panchayat au-
thorities also highlighted 
their commitment to ensur-
ing equal opportunities for 
students across all Pancha-
yat-run schools.

The day concluded with 
prizes and recognition dis-
tributed to students, rein-
forcing the importance of 
sports and extracurricular 
activities in shaping young 
minds and encouraging 
community engagement. 
The initiative reflects the 
Panchayat’s efforts to inte-
grate education with physi-
cal development, health 
awareness, and community 
participation.

Bihar voters bless NDA, 
says MP Raghavendra

SHIVAMOGGA

MP B.Y. Raghavendra 
said the people of Bihar 
have given a clear man-
date in favour of the 
NDA, completely reject-
ing the Mahagathband-
han. Speaking to report-
ers, he noted that even top 
leaders of the opposition 
alliance were defeated in 
their own constituencies, 
which shows the strong 
support for Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s poli-
cies and programmes 
among Bihar’s voters.

He alleged that the 
Congress party, which 
ruled the country for 65 

years, often won elec-
tions through vote manip-
ulation. This time, he 
claimed, the Election 
Commission’s strict mea-
sures exposed their prac-
tices, deleting around 43 
lakh invalid votes while 
adding genuine new vot-
ers to the rolls. Raghav-
endra expressed confi-
dence that the NDA 
would continue its win-
ning streak in future elec-
tions as well.

He added that the Con-
gress is now facing the 
consequences of years of 
appeasement politics pur-
sued in the name of in-
herited governance.  

CHITRADURGA

District Panchayat Chief 
Executive Officer Dr. S. 
Akash emphasized that 
children need consistent 
effort and guidance to 
achieve their dreams. He 
spoke at the Children’s 
Day celebration and Par-
ents-Teachers Grand 
Meeting held at the Gov-
ernment Senior Primary 
School, Kavadigara Hatti, 
inaugurating the event by 
paying floral tribute to 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s por-
trait.

Dr. Akash highlighted 
that parents’ encourage-
ment during childhood 
significantly shapes a 
child’s mindset and paves 
the way for  future 
achievements. He urged 
parents to actively sup-
port both the mental and 

physical development of 
their children and to par-
ticipate in monthly school 
meetings after enrollment 
to discuss learning prog-
ress and provide feed-
back. Such engagement, 
he said, strengthens the 
connection between home 
and school, enhancing ed-
ucational outcomes.

He further noted that 
government initiatives, 
including free uniforms, 
textbooks, midday meals, 
scholarships, and supple-
mentary nutrition pro-
grams, support children’s 
overall growth. However, 
to fully benefit, parents 
must enroll children in 
government schools and 
ensure daily attendance.

Dr. Akash stressed the 
importance of evaluating 
learning by discussing 
school activities with 

children, rewarding 
achievements, and col-
laborating with teachers. 
Monthly SMC meetings 
should focus on aca-
demic progress and 
school development, 
with teachers striving 
for 100% attendance 
and active learning en-
hancement.

The program saw 
participation from SMC 
President S. Kumar, 
Deputy Directors of 
School Education M.R. 
Manjunath and Na-
siruddin, DVPIC Ven-
kateshappa, DIET Se-
nior Lecturer S. Naga-
bhushan, Taluk Educa-
tion Officer Girija, 
Field Coordinator Sam-
pathkumar, Gram Pan-
chayat member N. Pra-
bhu, and Headmaster 
Rudramuni.

Parents’ role crucial in children’s 
growth: ZP CEO Dr. S. Akash

Scheduled 
power 
outage

CHIKKAPALLAPUR

The Chikkapallapur 
substation of the 
220/66 kV electricity 
grid has announced a 
scheduled power 
shutdown affecting 
several areas. The 
220 kV power line 
will supply electricity 
through 66/11 kV 
substations. Due to 
maintenance work at 
these substations, 
electricity will be 
temporarily disrupt-
ed. On November 16, 
from 10 am to 1 pm, 
power supply from 
the 66/11 kV substa-
tions will be unavail-
able. Residents and 
establishments in ar-
eas including Diffu, 
Galla, Bhayalu, Angi-
rala, Dalsahthan, Hu-
livalkana, Raldigal, 
S. Galle, Kaltna, Na-
hasatibmana, Inam-
manchana, Klugunta, 
Nalegutusa, and near-
by localities will ex-
perience interrup-
tions. Officials have 
warned that electrici-
ty-dependent activi-
ties may be affected 
and requested the 
public to plan accord-
ingly. The outage is 
part of routine main-
tenance to ensure ef-
ficient power distri-
bution. Chikkapal-
lapur Electric Divi-
s i o n  E n g i n e e r , 
Yamesh Kumar P.G., 
confirmed the details 
and urged residents to 
take  precaut ions 
during the power cut.

District Panchayats 
celebrated Children’s 

Day with sports 
competitions across 

157 schools, 
involving over 5,300 
students, awarding 

₹18.84 lakh in prizes.
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Yogi meets champ Deepti, lauds field feat 
LUCKNOW

 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, on Friday, 
met the state’s World Cup 
winning Women’s Cricket 
Team player Deepti Sharma 
and also led a Cabinet meet-
ing which took 20 key deci-
sions, including one on eas-
ing the registration process 
for old age pension, an offi-
cial said.

Sharma, who is serving as 
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice (DSP) in the state, was 
praised by Chief Minister Ad-
ityanath for her good perfor-
mance in the World Cricket 
final and winning the Player 
of the Tournament award.

Deepti has done the Uttar 
Pradesh Police proud at the 
world stage, CM Adityanath 
had tweeted soon after the 
women’s cricket team lifted the 
World Cup on November 2.

Cricketer Deepti Sharma 
was earlier appointed as DSP 
in January this year under the 
sports quota as part of Chief 
Minister Adityanath’s Skilled 
Athlete Scheme.

During the Cabinet meeting 
held at the CM residence on 
Friday, CM Adityanath led his 
Ministers in congratulating 
the women’s cricket team for 
winning the World Cup.

The Cabinet also con-
demned the fatal Delhi blast 
on November 10. A key deci-

sion taken at the meeting re-
lates to saving the elderly the 
trouble of running around for 
pension. The Cabinet decided 
that the social welfare de-
p a r t m e n t  w i l l  d e p l o y 
call-centre executives to con-
tact and seek consent of the 
beneficiary and fill their 

forms online through com-
mon service centres.

The forms will be verified 
using family IDs before the 
release of their pension, sav-
ing the elderly to run around 
to complete formalities. As a 
pilot project, the scheme will 
be tried in five districts, in-
cluding Ghaziabad, Gorakh-
pur, Hardoi, Kannauj and 
Lalitpur, an official said.

In the existing system, an 
online application by an el-
derly person seeking pension 
needs the verification by the 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
and village Block Develop-
ment Officer before an ap-
proval from the District Mag-
istrate-led Committee. 
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5 killed as car plunges 
into gorge on Delhi-

Mumbai expressway

HC ruling on delay in 
panchayat, municipal 

elections

Kerala HC grants 
partial relief to  

makers of ‘Haal’

Kerala Health Min 
defends treating 

patients lying on floor

Ratlam
A tragic accident claimed 
the lives of five people, in-
cluding a 15-year-old boy 
and a 70-year-old man, 

when their car veered off 
the Delhi-Mumbai Ex-
pressway and plunged 
into a deep gorge near 

Bhetia-Bhimpura village in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Ratlam 
on Friday. The incident oc-
curred shortly before 7.30 

a.m., just ahead of the 
Mahi River bridge under 

the jurisdiction of Rawati 
police station. The vehicle, 

a sedan bearing Mahar-
ashtra registration MH03 

EL 1388, smashed through 
the roadside railing before 
free-falling into the ravine 

below. Those who have 
been killed were from Gu-

jarat and Mumbai.

Jaipur
The Rajasthan High Court 

will on Friday deliver its 
crucial verdict on the de-

lay in holding elections for 
nearly 6,759 Panchayats 

and 55 Municipalities 
across the state, despite 

the expiry of their terms. A 
division bench headed by 
Acting Chief Justice S.P. 
Sharma will pronounce 

the judgment on a series 
of petitions, including a 

Public Interest Litigation 
(PIL) filed by Giriraj Singh 

Devanda, former MLA 
Sanyam Lodha, and oth-

ers. The court had re-
served its judgment on 

August 12, after complet-
ing the hearing. Nearly 
three months later, the 

decision is set to come on 
Friday.

Kochi
The Kerala High Court on 
Friday granted partial re-
lief to the makers of the 
Malayalam film ‘Haal’, 
setting aside a Central 
Board of Film Certifica-

tion (CBFC) directive that 
mandated six cuts and 
restricted the film to an 
Adults-only (A) certifi-

cate. The Court, however, 
directed the filmmakers 

to carry out two modifica-
tions before the film 

could be reconsidered for 
certification. Justice VG 

Arun, who viewed the film 
before issuing the order, 
held that the CBFC’s in-
sistence on six cuts for 

granting even an A certifi-
cate could not stand.

Thiruvananthapuram
Kerala Health Minister 

Veena George on Friday 
defended the strong criti-

cism that erupted over 
patients being treated on 
the floor at the Thiruva-
nanthapuram Medical 

College Hospital and at-
tributed it to overcrowd-
ing and shortage of beds 
in medical colleges. The 
Minister said the situa-

tion was a direct result of 
overwhelming patient in-
flow and insisted that no 

patient is ever denied 
treatment, even if it 

means treating them on 
the floor. According to 
her, medical colleges 

across Kerala are receiv-
ing far more patients 

than they can physically 
accommodate.

India-Canada revises ties with 
critical minerals, aerospace deals

Both counties agreed to intensify ministerial-level trade engagement next 
year, reaffirming their strong and growing economic partnership

NEW DELHI
 

India and Canada have agreed 
to hold sustained ministerial 
engagements with trade and 
investment stakeholders early 
next year, signaling renewed 
momentum in bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation.

The agreement was reached 
during the latest ‘Ministerial 
Dialogue on Trade and Invest-
ment,’ held between India’s 
Union Minister for Commerce 
and Industry Piyush Goyal and 
Canada’s Minister of Export 
Promotion, International Trade 
and Economic Development, 
Maninder Sidhu.

Sidhu’s four-day visit to In-
dia concluded on Friday, with 
both ministers underscoring 
the importance of continued 
engagement with the private 
sector to unlock new avenues 
in trade, investment and sup-
ply-chain collaboration. They 
stressed that the India–Canada 

economic partnership remains 
strong and resilient despite re-
cent diplomatic tensions.

According to the joint state-
ment, bilateral trade in goods 
and services reached USD 
23.66 billion in 2024. Mer-
chandise trade alone hit USD 
8.98 billion, marking a 10 per 
cent year-on-year increase — 
a sign of strengthening com-
mercial ties and diversified 

sectoral growth.
Both sides agreed to pro-

mote long-term supply-chain 
partnerships in critical miner-
als, an area where Canada is a 
major global supplier and In-
dia seeks to secure stable in-
puts for its clean energy and 
manufacturing ambitions. 
They also committed to deeper 
cooperation in clean energy 
technologies to support each 

country’s energy transition 
goals.

In addition, the ministers 
discussed expanding invest-
ment and trade opportunities 
in aerospace and dual-use ca-
pabilities. With India’s avia-
tion sector experiencing rapid 
expansion, both nations see 
potential in jointly identifying 
opportunities for technology 
exchange, manufacturing and 
long-term industrial partner-
ships.

The dialogue also under-
scored the importance of 
strengthening resilience 
across critical sectors, in-
cluding agriculture, and the 
need for diversified and reli-
able global supply chains. 
Both ministers reaffirmed 
that sustained engagement 
wi l l  he lp  bui ld  a  for-
ward-looking and mutually 
beneficial economic relation-
ship, setting the stage for en-
hanced collaboration in 2025.

PM Modi to review 
bullet train progress 
during Gujarat visit

AHMEDABAD
 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will be in Gujarat on 
Saturday to inspect progress 
on one of India’s most ambi-
tious infrastructure projects 
— the Mumbai–Ahmedabad 
High-Speed Rail Corridor 
(MAHSR). 

At around 10 am, the Prime 
Minister is scheduled to review 
the under-construction Bullet 
Train Station in Surat, a crucial 
node on the 508-km route that 
will mark India’s en-
try into high-speed 
rail travel.

The corridor spans 
Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, and the Union 
Territory of Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli, 
connecting major cities such 
as Sabarmati, Ahmedabad, 
Anand, Vadodara, Bharuch, 
Surat, Bilimora, Vapi, Boisar, 
Virar, Thane, and Mumbai. Of 
the total stretch, 352 km lies 
in Gujarat and the Union Ter-
ritory, while 156 km passes 
through Maharashtra.

Designed to meet global 
high-speed rail standards, 
nearly 85 per cent of the cor-
ridor about 465 km, is being 
constructed on elevated via-

ducts to enhance safety, effi-
ciency, and reduce land acqui-
sition challenges. Project offi-
cials report significant prog-
ress, with 326 km of viaduct 
already completed, along with 

17 of the planned 25 
river bridges.

Once operational, 
the Bullet Train is 
expected to cut trav-
el  t ime between 
M u m b a i  a n d 
A h m e d a b a d  t o 

around two hours, reshaping 
regional mobility, boosting 
business connectivity, and 
stimulating tourism. Authori-
ties say the project will serve 
as a major economic catalyst, 
driving investment and devel-
opment along the entire route.

The Surat–Bilimora sec-
tion, spanning 47 km, is 
among the most advanced 
stretches, with civil work and 
track-bed preparation fully 
completed. 

The under-construction 
Bullet Train Station in 
Surat considered as a 

crucial node on the 508-
km route that will mark 
India’s entry into high-

speed rail travel

Soul of nation resides in rural 
communities: Haryana CM 

While inaugurating the 72nd State Cooperative Week, Saini 
emphasised cooperation’s role in rural prosperity and development

SONIPAT
 

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini on Friday inaugu-
rated the 72nd state-level Co-
operative Week in Sonipat, 
stressing that the future of In-
dia’s development lies in em-
powering villages through 
strong cooperative structures. 

Addressing a large gather-
ing, the Chief Minis-
ter said that the soul 
of the nation resides 
in rural communities, 
and cooperation re-
mains the most effec-
tive path to achieving 
sustainable progress 
and self-reliance. This year, he 
noted, has been declared the 
‘Year of Cooperatives’, giving 
the week-long celebration add-
ed significance.

Saini called upon the youth 
to break away from conven-
tional mindsets and embrace 
cooperatives as modern enter-

prises that can be scaled into 
global brands with the support 
of Digital India. He said In-
dia’s cooperative movement 
was built by millions of ordi-
nary citizens who contributed 
small savings and collective 
efforts, creating a foundation 
that continues to strengthen 
the nation’s economic trajecto-
ry. With India now the world’s 

fourth-largest econo-
my and moving rap-
idly toward the third 
position, he empha-
sised that coopera-
tives will play a cru-
cial role in realising 
this aspiration.

Recalling Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s commitment 
to strengthening the coopera-
tive sector, the Chief Minister 
highlighted the historic estab-
lishment of the Ministry of 
Cooperation in 2014. He stat-
ed that Haryana, in alignment 
with this vision, is working to 

transform cooperatives into a 
mass movement that benefits 
every section of society.

CM Saini detailed some of 
the state’s key achievements in 
the sector, including the issu-
ance of RuPay Kisan Credit 
Cards to over three lakh farm-
ers through 19 District Central 
Cooperative Banks. He also 
announced that 21 Primary 
Agricultural Credit Societies 
have been chosen for the con-
struction of new warehouses 
aimed at improving rural stor-
age capacity.

A major highlight of Hary-
ana’s cooperative initiatives is 
the zero-interest crop loan 
scheme for timely-paying 
members of primary coopera-
tive societies. So far, the 
scheme has provided interest 
relief of ₹1,223 crore to 
5,31,652 farmers, strengthen-
ing their financial stability and 
supporting inclusive agricul-
tural growth.

NEW DELHI
 

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has issued fresh 
summons to  Rel iance 
ADAG Group chairman 
Anil Ambani, directing him 
to appear for questioning at 
its Delhi headquarters on 
Monday, according to reli-
able sources. 

The development comes 
after the industrialist report-
edly sought permission to 
join the inquiry virtually, a 
request the agency has de-
clined.

Ambani, who had re-
sponded to an earlier sum-
mons by email on Friday, 
asked the ED to allow him 

to participate via video con-
ferencing. However, offi-
cials rejected this proposal 
and issued a renewed direc-
tive requiring his physical 
presence on November 17. 
In a media state-
ment, Ambani reit-
erated that he is 
willing to offer to 
appear by virtual 
means and assured 
that he will fully 
cooperate with ED 
on all matters.

His statement 
further clarified that the 
summons pertain exclusive-
ly to an inquiry under the 
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA) and not to 

any matter under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA). The matter, 
the statement explained, is 
linked to a 2010 domestic 
EPC contract for the Jaipur–

Reengus Toll Road 
and involves issues 
concerning a road 
contractor, with no 
foreign exchange 
component.

The Rel iance 
ADAG chairman 
also distanced him-
self from the oper-

ational aspects of the case, 
noting that he is not a board 
member of Reliance Infra-
structure. Ambani stated that 
he served as a non-executive 

director from April 2007 to 
March 2022 and was never 
involved in the day-to-day 
management of the compa-
ny.

The ED had previously 
summoned Ambani on No-
vember 14 in connection 
with a money laundering 
investigation involving the 
conglomerate. In August, he 
underwent an almost nine-
hour questioning session at 
the agency’s Delhi office in 
relat ion to an al leged 
₹17,000 crore loan fraud 
case. The fresh summons 
indicate the agency’s con-
tinued scrutiny into the fi-
nancial dealings linked to 
the group.

ED issues fresh summons to Anil Ambani

CDS Chauhan stresses on 
defence R&D, lauds PSUs

NEW DELHI
 

Chief of Defence Staff General 
Anil Chauhan led the discus-
sions on Defence R&D, Auton-
omous Systems and 
Futuristic Technolo-
gies and Ammunition 
and Explosives at the 
second edition of the 
Brainstorming Ses-
sion (BSS 2.0) on Fri-
day. While delivering 
the keynote address at Manek-
shaw Centre, the CDS high-
lighted the contribution of 
PSUs, the private sector and 
MSMEs in defence manufac-
turing. The Brainstorming Ses-
sion 2.0 with the theme Atman-
irbharta in Defence – Leverag-

ing Defence Industry Ecosys-
tem for Future Warfare was 
organised by the Headquarters 
Integrated Defence Staff (HQ 
IDS), in association with the 

Society of Indian De-
fence Manufacturers 
(SIDM). Air Marshal 
Ashutosh Dixit, Chief 
of Integrated Defence 
Staff, in his welcome 
address, emphasised 
providing a boost to 

domestic industries focusing on 
technological advancement and 
Research and Development, 
said the Headquarters, Integrat-
ed Defence Staff, on X.

The event witnessed signifi-
cant participation from defence 
industries, said a statement.

Jharkhand High Court 
issues notice to IG Prisons 
RANCHI

 
The Jharkhand High Court has 
taken suo motu cognisance of a 
viral video showing inmates 
dancing inside Birsa Munda 
Central Jail in Hotwar, Ranchi, 
raising serious concerns over 
the security and management 
of the state’s prisons. During a 
hearing on Friday, a division 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Tarlok Singh Chauhan ex-
pressed strong displeasure over 
the incident and questioned 
how such a lapse could occur 
inside a high-security prison.

The court directed the In-
spector General of Prisons to 
appear in person on the next 
date of hearing and ordered the 

production of the DVR con-
taining the original CCTV foot-
age related to the incident.

Describing the video as un-
fortunate and shameful, the 
bench observed that the inci-
dent exposes glaring weakness-
es in the prison administration.

The court also noted that the 
video clearly suggests the use of 
mobile phones inside the jail, a 
violation that has repeatedly 
been flagged as a major security 
threat in many prisons across 
India. The judges questioned 
how inmates, including those 
facing charges in serious finan-
cial crimes, were able to gather 
in a special hall and engage in 
such activities without the 
knowledge of prison authorities.

2027 Assembly polls: Punjab’s 
AAP retain Tarn Taran seat

CHANDIGARH
 

Ahead of the 2027 Punjab As-
sembly polls, Aam Aadmi Par-
ty's (AAP) candidate Harmeet 
Singh Sandhu on Friday re-
tained the Tarn Taran Assembly 
seat, defeating his nearest rival, 
Sukhwinder Kaur of the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD), who 
was leading in the initial rounds 
of counting, by more than 
12,000 votes. This bypoll was 
seen as a crucial test for Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann and 
the AAP that had won five of 
the six bypolls held in the state 
since it came to power in 
March 2022.

Independent candidate 
Mandeep Singh Khalsa, backed 
by hardline Sikh groups and 
jailed MP Amritpal Singh's fac-
tion, was in the third spot, 
while Congress' Karanbir 
Singh Burj was at the fourth.

AAP's Sandhu leads got a 

total of 42,649 votes, holding a 
margin of 12,091 votes. SAD's 
Kaur was in second place with 
30,558 votes, followed by 
Khalsa at 19,620 votes, Con-
gress' Karanbir Singh at 15,078 
votes, and BJP's Harjit Singh 
Sandhu at 6,239 votes.

Responding to his party re-
taining the seat, state AAP 
Chief and Minister Aman Arora 
told the media here, This victo-
ry is recognition of the work 
done by the Bhagwant Mann 
government in Punjab. We pre-
sented our work to the people, 
they accepted it, and gave us 
great respect. Heartfelt thanks 
to everyone.

Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
thanked the people of Tarn 
Taran for supporting the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal despite pres-
sure, saying their support 
shows they prefer a regional 
party and will reject AAP in 
free 2027 elections.

BJP leaders, 
workers celebrate 

across country

NEW DELHI
 

As the NDA is poised to win 
over  200  sea ts  in  the 
243-member Bihar Assem-
bly, BJP leaders and workers 
on Friday celebrated across 
different parts of the country. 
In Rewari, Haryana, BJP 
leaders and workers celebrat-
ed with great enthusiasm. In 
Viluppuram, Tamil Nadu, 
BJP workers celebrated fol-
lowing the NDA’s lead in the 
Bihar Assembly election. 
Similarly, in Varanasi, Uttar 
Pradesh, celebrations erupted 
following the NDA's project-
ed victory. Supporters cele-
brated with fireworks and 
cutouts featuring PM Modi 
and CM Yogi. In Patna, Bi-
har, BJP supporters gathered 
at the party’s state headquar-
ters to mark the alliance’s 
strong lead in the results.
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Remember, we were not the 
senior partner in the alliance 
and that RJD also has to look 

carefully at its own 
performance. But, it’s very 

important that we look at the 
totality of our performance

—Shashi Tharoor, Cong leader

The people of Bihar  
have given their verdict  

and we take that as a lesson. 
We will work on a new  
strategy for Congress  
party and India bloc.

— DK Shivakumar
DyCM, Karnataka

The mandate is  
‘unexpected’ and 

‘unacceptable’. While the 
results are now out, the 

reasons behind such a verdict 
need to be examined. 

—Priyank Kharge
Karnataka Minister 

The people of Bihar have 
blessed the party with 

unexpected support and sent  
a message to the nation that 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s hands should be 

strengthened.
—R ASKOKA, BJP leader

We bow down to 
people’s verdict 
in Bihar: DKS

Cong, BJP, PDP register 
win assembly bypolls

The dual formula that rode 
to a historical triumph

Bihar reserves hot seat for ‘Sushasan Babu’

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister of 
Karnataka DK Shivakumar on 
Friday said he would bow 
down to the verdict given by 
the people of Bihar. 

Addressing the media at 
Vidhana Soudha, he said, 
“The people of Bihar have 
given their verdict and we 
take that as a lesson. We will 
work on a new strategy for 
Congress party and India 
bloc.”  “The NDA govern-
ment in Bihar has deposited 
Rs 10,000 to the women and 
hence their voting percentage 
has gone up by 11%,” he ex-
plained.

Asked if higher voting by 
women was the reason for the 
defeat, he said, “I will look at 
the numbers in detail and then 
comment on it.”

NEW DELHI

The counting of votes for the 
recent assembly by-elections 
reveals a mixed outcome with 
both the BJP and the Congress 
marking notable victories. 

Cong wins Jubilee Hills, 
Rajasthan’s Anta seats

The Congress registered cru-
cial wins in two separate 
states. In Rajasthan’s Anta, 
Pramod Jain ‘Bhaya’ defeated 
the BJP’s Morpal Suman and 
Independent Naresh Meena, 
securing 69,571 votes and 
winning by a margin of 
15,612 votes. The Congress 
also celebrated a victory in 
the Telangana’s Jubilee Hills 
by-poll, where Naveen Yadav 
was declared the winner.

BJP retains Nagrota

The BJP marked its domi-
nance in two key areas. In 
Jammu & Kashmir’s Nagrota, 
Devyani Rana secured a mas-
sive victory, winning by a 
substantial margin of 24,647 
votes. Similarly, in Odisha’s 
Nuapada, the BJP’s Jay 

Dholakia established a com-
manding lead of 82,911 votes.

Budgam goes for PDP

Regional parties proved their 
resilience in their respective 
strongholds. The Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) se-
cured a significant victory in 
J&K’s  Budgam,  where 
Muntazir Mehdi won with 
21,576 votes, defeating the 
National Conference (NC) 
and an independent candidate 
by a margin of 4,478 votes. 
The BJP’s candidate, Mohsin 
Mosvi, finished sixth with 
2,619 votes. 

MNF shines in Dampa

In Mizoram, the Mizo Nation-
al Front (MNF) successfully 
retained the Dampa constitu-
ency with Dr R Lalthangliana 
won by a narrow margin of 
562 votes. 

AAP rules Tarn Taran

The ruling Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) in Punjab retained the 
Tarn Taran Assembly seat in 
the by-elections.

LUCKNOW

set to return as Bihar’s chief minis-
ter for a record fifth time with a 
sweeping victory for the JD(U)-led 
NDA. 
   The 74-year-old has been at the 
centre of Bihar politics for more 
than two decades, building a repu-
tation as a reformer and earning the 
nickname ‘Sushasan Babu’ against 
the backdrop of the RJD’s so-called 
‘Jungle Raj’. For him, this election 
has been widely viewed as a test of 
both political endurance and public 
trust. 
   Nitish Kumar’s 2025 resurgence 
has been aided by strong backing 
from women voters, who outnum-
bered men at the polls, with a record 
turnout of 71.6%, the highest in 15 
years. The boost came with the 
NDA’s manifesto, which promised 
to create one crore ‘lakhpati didis,’ 
offering up to Rs 2 lakh financial 
aid. Ahead of the elections, Nitish 
also transferred Rs 2,500 crore via 
direct benefit transfer (DBT) to 25 
lakh women across the state.

   Born in 1951 in Kalyan Bigha 
village of Nalanda in Bihar, Nitish 
grew up in a household shaped by 
the freedom movement. As a stu-
dent, he got attracted to socialist 
ideas and the Lohia School princi-
ples of caste justice.
  Rising through the JP movement 
of the mid-1970s, he entered the 
electoral politics in 1977 when the 
nation was witnessing a Janata 
wave, but got defeated twice by in-

dependent candidates in Harnaut. 
His breakthrough came in 1985 
when he captured the same seat on 
a Lok Dal ticket and emerged as a 
significant voice for backward 
castes and secular politics. 
   Nitish, who in his initial days in 
state politics was seen as Lalu 
Prasad Yadav’s ‘Chota Bhai’ 
(younger brother), eventually 
carved his own support base among 
the backward classes, especially Kur-
mis. He broke away from Lalu over 
the latter’s ‘growing dominance’ 
and formed the Samata Party with 
George Fernandes in 1994.
   After his shift to national poli-
tics, Nitish won six Lok Sabha 
elections between 1989 and 2004 
from Barh and Nalanda, establish-
ing his presence on the national 
political stage.
Often targeted by the opposition as 
‘paltu ram’ (frequent turncoat)’, 
Nitish held his ground and vote 
bank stronger always. His political 
journey and lasting popularity are 
a testament to his adaptability and 
strategic growth.

The mix of PM Modi’s na-
tional appeal and Bihar 

CM Nitish Kumar’s deep 
grass roo ts  connec t  has 
emerged as a formidable elec-
toral force, which helped the 
alliance to translate the politi-
cal momentum into a historical 
triumph in Bihar, India’s third 
most populous state. 

The results reaffirmed a pat-
tern of voting witnessed in 
multiple nationwide elections, 
with Bihar giving the Narendra 
Modi and his party an over-
whelming support in the 2014, 
2019, and 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls, as well as in the 2020 
and 2025 Assembly elections.

The ruling alliance also ac-
cused the INDIA bloc of disre-
specting the state’s identity, 
pointing to the remarks made 
by its leaders, including Rahul 

Gandhi who criticised PM 
Modi when he performed ‘Ch-
hath Puja’ during the election 
rally. Following the controver-
sy, Modi pushed for ‘Chhath 
Puja’ to be listed in UNES-
CO’s intangible cultural heri-
tage category as evidence of 
NDA’s commitment to pre-
serving Bihar’s heritage.

With Modi standing firmly 
beside Nitish throughout the 
campaign, the NDA projected 
a united and reinvigorated 
front, stressing welfare of all.

‘People have expressed their confidence in our govt 
and I bow to them for giving us a massive majority’

It’s a victory of good governance, development, 
public welfare and social justice, says PM Modi

‘Massive majority, complete 
unity’: Nitish thanks NDA
PATNA: As the NDA is speculated to 
again form the government in Bihar, 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar expressed 
gratitude to alliance partners, em-
phasising that the “massive majority” 
reflects the “Unity” of the alliance.

   In a post on X, Nitish 
thanked voters and 
expressed gratitude to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Lok Janshakti Par-
ty (Ram Vilas), Rashtirya 
Lok Morcha and Hindu-

stani Awam Morcha. He asserted that 
Bihar will now progress even further 
with the support of all the NDA mem-
bers.  “The NDA alliance has achieved 
a massive majority in this election by 
demonstrating complete unity. For this 
massive victory, thanks and gratitude 
are also due to all the partners of the 
NDA alliance – Shri Chirag Paswan Ji, 
Shri Jitan Ram Manjhi Ji, and Shri Upen-
dra Kushwaha Ji,” he said. “I express  
my heartfelt gratitude and thanks to  
the Honorable Prime Minister Shri  
Narendra Modi Ji for the support  
received from him, while bowing to 
him,” CM Nitish Kumar said.

Tejashwi retains Raghopur 
after day-long seesaw thriller
PATNA: While Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) supremo Lalu Prasad Yadav has 
been a two-time chief minister of Bihar, 
his sons Tejashwi Yadav and Tej Pratap 
Yadav had a tough time winning the 
elections, even in the party bastion. Af-
ter day-long seesaw thriller, sitting MLA 
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav finally retainted 
the Raghopur Assembly constituency in 
Bihar, a traditional RJD stronghold with 
a 68.54% voter turnout.  As per the 
Election Comission of India (ECI) data, 
the grand alliance’s chief ministerial 
face face and RJD top leader Tejashwi 
secured victory in Raghopur, finishing 
with 1,18,597 votes, a winning margin 
of 14,532 over BJP’s Satish Kumar, who 
ended with 1,04,065 votes after the 
32nd and final round of counting. While 
his brother Tej Pratap lost in Mahua.

PATNA

AIMIM president Asaduddin 
Owaisi thanked the people of 
Bihar for ensuring the success 
of party’s candidates in five 
assembly constituencies and 
urged non-NDA parties to in-
trospect. He said non-NDA 
parties should try to address 
their shortcomings instead of 
assuming voters would auto-
matically favour them. “I am 
grateful to the people of Bi-
har. Especially, I have been 
saying from the beginning 
that RJD would not be able to 
stop BJP. You can check my 
speeches. I had said that. To-
day also, I am appealing to 
those people in Bihar who 
have misconception about the 
‘MY’ (Muslim and Yadav) 
combination,” Owaisi said.

Grateful to Bihar
people: Owaisi

95 DEFEATS FOR RAHUL GANDHI
While many will call him a 9-to-5 blame-game 
politician, Rahul Gandhi has now accumulated  

95 electoral defeats in two decades, five short of  
a century. Is the attack on India’s institutions a  
diversionary tactic by the silver-spoon scion?

Source: Agencies
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Steady ties between India 

and Japan can ensure 
Indo-Pacific stability

Hasina denounces ICT 
trial as politically 

motivated hatchet job

First Chief Justice of Federal 
Constitutional Court sworn

Tokyo
Although the Indo-Pa-
cific continues to be a 

contested and dynamic 
theatre, steady and 

practical cooperation 
between Japan and In-
dia can ensure that it 
remains open, stable, 
and secure, a report 

said on Friday. It added 
that at a fundamental 
level, Tokyo and New 

Delhi view the Indo-Pa-
cific as an intercon-

nected strategic space 
spanning from Africa’s 

eastern coast to the 
western Pacific, under-

pinned by inclusivity, 
freedom of navigation, 

and respect for interna-
tional law as the nor-
mative basis for their 

engagement.

Dhaka
Bangladesh’s former 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has dismissed the 

country’s International 
Court Tribunal (ICT), 

which is set to deliver its 
verdict on her case on 

November 17, describing 
it as a politically motivat-

ed hatchet job orches-
trated by her rivals, a re-

port said on Friday. It 
added that Hasina has 

already been sentenced 
to six months’ imprison-

ment for contempt of 
court, and separately fac-

es corruption charges. 
Several officials from the 

former Awami League 
government led by Hasi-
na also face charges, in-

cluding the former 
interior minister and the 

former police chief.

ISLAMABAD
 

Justice Aminuddin Khan 
took oath as the first 
Chief Justice of Pakistan’s 
newly-established Federal 
Const i tu t ional  Court 
(FCC) on Friday, a day 
after Pakistan President 
Asif Ali Zardari signed 
the 27th Constitutional 
Amendment Bill into a 
law. 

Zardari administered 
oath to Justice Khan as 

Chief Justice of FCC at 
Aiwan e Sadr, the official 
residence of Pakistan’s 
President. 

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, Army 
Chief Field Marshal Asim 
Munir, Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee 
(CJCSC) General Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza and Su-
preme Court Chief Justice 
Yahya Afridi were also 
present during the cere-
mony.

Israel Is Systematically Crippling Aid Operations: UNRWA
NUSEIRAT

 
The United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Pales-
tinian Refugees (UNRWA) 
has accused Israel of inten-
tionally paralyzing its human-
itarian operations in Gaza, 
warning that millions of Pal-
estinians are being left ex-
posed as heavy rains and win-
ter conditions set in. The 
agency said the Israeli block-
ade, now entering its third 
year amid the ongoing war, 
has restricted essential aid and 
hampered its ability to reach 
Gaza’s displaced population.

Addressing the UN General 

Assembly’s Fourth Commit-
tee, UNRWA Commission-
er-General Philippe Lazzarini 
said the agency’s mandate is 
protected under international 
law and must be upheld. He 
cited conclusions from the 
UN Commission of Inquiry 

and rulings by the Internation-
al Court of Justice (ICJ), 
which he said require Israel to 
lift its restrictions on UNR-
WA’s activities. Safeguarding 
UNRWA’s mandate and oper-
ations is required under inter-
national law; it is vital to the 

survival of millions of Pales-
tinians; and it is essential for 
a political solution, Lazzarini 
said.

Speaking to reporters in 
New York, Lazzarini warned 
that the agency is also facing 
a severe funding crisis wors-
ened by cuts from major do-
nors, including the United 
States. He said the organisa-
tion is struggling to sustain its 
basic functions. We run week 
by week, month by month. I 
know that as of today, we will 
be able to process our salaries 
in November, but have no 
idea if… we will be able to 
process our salaries in De-

cember, he said.
Israel barred UNRWA from 

operating on its territory ear-
lier this year after accusing 
several of its staff of partici-
pating in the Hamas-led Octo-
ber 7, 2023 attack. However, 
Israel has not provided evi-
dence supporting these allega-
tions, which UNRWA has 
called baseless and politically 
motivated. With resources 
shrinking and access blocked, 
UNRWA warns that essential 
services including food distri-
bution, medical care, and 
shelter support could soon 
collapse, leaving Gaza’s pop-
ulation in even deeper peril.

GAZA AID CRISIS

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Traders Warn of Major 
Economic Losses in Afghan
KABUL

 
The Taliban’s recent an-
nouncement to suspend trade 
relations with Pakistan has 
sparked deep anxiety among 
traders and customs clearing 
agents in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, who fear that the 
move could inflict significant 
damage on the region’s fragile 
economy, local media report-
ed. The abrupt halt, they say, 
threatens not only daily com-
mercial activity but also the 
long-standing economic inter-
dependence between the two 
neighbouring countries.

Reacting to the announce-
ment, Ziaul Haq Sarhadi, Se-
nior Vice-President of the 
Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, 
warned that Pakistan stands to 

lose a substantial export mar-
ket in Afghanistan and the 
Central Asian states. He noted 
that Pakistan had recently 
signed trade agreements with 
several countries in the re-
gion, but the suspension now 
places those gains at risk. Sar-
hadi explained that Pakistan 
exports a wide range of goods 
to Afghanistan, including 

fresh fruits, cement, medi-
cines, surgical tools, agricul-
tural machinery, fabrics, 
shoes, cosmetics, sanitary 
products and plastic pipes col-
lectively valued between 
USD 100 million and USD 
200 million per month.

We are the ultimate losers 
due to the closure of our bor-
der with Afghanistan as Kabul 

has more choices than us, he 
said, emphasising the imbal-
ance in market alternatives 
between the two nations.

Former president of the 
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Zahidul-
lah Shinwari, echoed similar 
concerns, stating that the sus-
pension would severely affect 
the Federal Board of Reve-
nue’s tax collection. 

He noted that millions of 
rupees were collected daily 
from imports and exports 
across the border, forming an 
essential revenue stream for 
the government. Shinwari 
added that industries in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa would suf-
fer the most, as many rely 
heavily on Afghan imports 
particularly coal to sustain 
production.

Taliban’s suspension of trade ties with Pakistan has triggered widespread 
concern among businesses fearing severe economic fallout

Marjorie Taylor Greene 
Moves to Abolish H-1B Visa
WASHINGTON

 
Republican lawmakers have 
renewed their offensive 
against the United States’ 
H-1B visa programme, de-
spite former President Donald 
Trump recently defending the 
non-immigrant work visa that 
allows American employers 
to hire skilled foreign work-
ers. The latest move comes 
from Congresswoman Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene, who an-
nounced her intention to in-
troduce a bill seeking to com-
pletely eliminate the pro-
gramme and revoke the path-
ways to permanent residency 
it provides.

The H-1B visa, widely used 
in STEM fields, offers a route 
to U.S. citizenship through 
employer-sponsored green 
cards. After receiving perma-
nent residency, workers can 
apply for citizenship within 
five years. This system has 
particularly benefited Indian 
professionals, who account 
for more than 70 per cent of 

all approved H-1B applica-
tions in recent years, driven 
by strong demand for special-
ized talent in American indus-
tries. In a video posted on X, 
Greene claimed the pro-
gramme has been riddled with 
fraud and abuse and accused 
it of displacing American 
workers. She argued that 
eliminating the visa would 
force foreign workers to re-
turn home upon expiration of 
their current status.

Greene’s proposal includes 
a narrow exemption for med-
ical professionals, allowing 
up to 10,000 visas annually 
for doctors and nurses provid-
ing essential services. Howev-
er, she added that even this 
small provision would be 
phased out over a decade, giv-

ing the U.S. time to build our 
own pipeline of medical pro-
fessionals. The bill would fur-
ther bar Medicare-funded res-
idency programmes from ad-
mitting non-citizen medical 
students.

She pointed to last year’s 
mismatch in medical place-
ments, noting that over 9,000 
U.S. medical graduates failed 
to secure residency positions, 
while more than 5,000 for-
eign-born doctors obtained 
placements in 2023.

If Greene’s bill advances, 
immigration analysts warn it 
could severely disrupt Amer-
ican industries reliant on 
skilled talent and deliver a 
major blow to Indian profes-
sionals who form the back-
bone of the H-1B workforce.

A new Republican push 
to abolish the H-1B visa 
reignites concerns for 
thousands of  skilled 

foreign professionals, 
especially Indians.

Hundreds of expatriate Bangladeshis rallied outside the ICJ in The 
Hague protesting alleged human rights violations in Bangladesh

Bangladeshi Expatriates across 
Europe Protest Outside ICJ 

THE HAGUE
 

Hundreds of Bangladeshi 
expatriates from across Eu-
rope formed a human chain 
outside the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The 
Hague, accusing the Mu-
hammad Yunus-led interim 
government of committing 
serious human rights abuses. 
The demonstration, organ-
ised by the Netherlands 
chapter of the Awami 
League, took place on Fri-
day and was led by its Pres-
ident Mostofa Zaman and 
General Secretary Murad 
Khan.

Former Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina ad-
dressed the crowd virtually 
as the Chief Guest, express-
ing solidarity with the pro-
testers. According to the 
Awami League, demonstra-
tors later submitted a formal 
complaint to the ICJ Presi-
dent, outlining allegations 
that included arbitrary ar-
rests, torture of minorities 
and party members, system-
ic persecution, and political-
ly motivated cases filed 
against Hasina and her sup-
porters.

The complaint accused 
Yunus and his associates of 
illegally seizing power and 

working with anti-liberation 
and extremist forces to de-
stabilise the country. It also 
cited incidents such as the 
burning of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s 
historic residence at 32 
Dhanmondi, attacks on state 
institutions, and the banning 
of the Awami League and its 
student wing, the Chhatra 
League.

Several senior Awami 
League leaders from Europe 
— including Hasan Mah-
mud, M. Nazrul Islam, Mo-
jibur Rahman, M.A. Kasem, 
Dilwar Hossain Koiech, and 
Shahidul Haq — joined the 
rally, calling for internation-
al intervention. Protesters 
held placards demanding 
justice for Hasina and all 
Bangladeshis who they said 
had been deprived of basic 
rights. The international 
community must not remain 

silent. Yunus must be held 
accountable, the Awami 
League quoted participants 
as saying.

The demonstration came a 
day after the Awami League 
urged its supporters to stay 
alert against what it de-
scribed as conspiracies by 
the Yunus-led interim ad-
ministration, particularly in 
connection with the party’s 
Dhaka Lockdown pro-
gramme. The initiative cen-
tres around the upcoming 
verdict of the Bangladesh 
International Crimes Tribu-
nal in a case against Hasina, 
reportedly due on November 
17.

Condemning the interim 
government, the party al-
leged that the illegal, usurp-
ing, fascist regime had de-
prived it of its democratic 
rights and violated the rights 
of its leaders and activists.

Door opened for South Korea’s 
pursuit of uranium enrichment
SEOUL

 
South Korea took a major 
step forward on Friday in its 
long-running quest to secure 
rights to enrich uranium and 
reprocess spent nuclear fuel 
for peaceful purposes, with 
the United States affirming its 
support in the countries' joint 
summit document. 

The joint fact sheet, re-
leased earlier in the day, out-
lines the agreements reached 
in the two summits between 
President Lee Jae Myung and 
US President Donald Trump. 
It covers the allies' commit-
ments on a range of key trade 
and security issues. 

Consistent with the bilateral 
123 agreement and subject to 
US legal requirements, the 
United States supports the 
process that will lead to the 
ROK's civil uranium enrich-
ment and spent fuel repro-
cessing for peaceful uses, the 
document showed. ROK 
stands for South Korea's offi-
cial name, the Republic of 
Korea. Under the 123 agree-

ment on peaceful nuclear en-
ergy cooperation, South Ko-
rea has very limited authority 
to reprocess spent nuclear fuel 
or enrich uranium for civilian 
purposes, as such activities 
require US consent through 
bilateral consultations under 
the relevant treaties, laws and 
regulations governing both 
countries.

The agreement only allows 
South Korea to enrich urani-
um up to less than 20 per cent 
based on US consent, with US 
concerns over nuclear prolif-
eration known as the primary 
reason. 

The nuclear energy pact, 
forged in 1974, was revised 
once in 2015 for a 20-year 
term, to accommodate Seoul's 
request for the rights to repro-
cess spent fuel and enrich ura-
nium, but it has been seen as 
effectively barring Seoul from 
producing its own civilian nu-
clear fuel. South Korea, a glob-
al nuclear energy powerhouse, 
has long sought to expand its 
rights as a way to address grow-
ing nuclear waste stockpiles.

Over 7,000 Afghan refugees return home 
from Pakistan and Iran in single day

KABUL
 

Around 7,061 Afghan refu-
gees were forcibly deported to 
Afghanistan from Pakistan 
and Iran, according to Af-
ghanistan's High Commission 
for Addressing Refugee Af-
fairs. In a daily operational 
report shared on X, Afghani-
stan's Deputy Spokesperson 
Mullah Hamdullah Fitrat stat-
ed that 1,353 Afghan families, 
comprising 7,061 people re-
turned from Iran and Paki-

stan. Fitrat stated that Afghan 
refugees returned to Afghani-
stan through Spin Boldak in 
Kandahar, Bahramcha in Hel-
mand, Islam Qala in Herat, 
Pul-i-Abresham in Nimroz 
and Torkham in Nangarhar 
provinces. He further said that 
assistance was given to 1,436 
families that returned to Af-
ghanistan while 3,448 return-
ee families, comprising 
27,223 people were taken to 
their respective areas. Mullah 
Hamdullah Fitrat stated that 

telecommunication compa-
nies distributed 1,338 SIM 
cards to the refugees.

As many as 10,637 Afghan 
refugees were forcibly deport-
ed from Iran and Pakistan. 
Last month, Afghan refugees 
voiced concerns over escalat-
ing challenges and growing 
fear amid the ongoing crack-
down in Pakistan. They al-
leged that the Pakistani police 
have made announcements in 
some mosques warning that 
anyone assisting the refugees.

Israel recovers hostage body from Gaza
JERUSALEM

 
Israel said Friday it recovered 
the body of a deceased hos-
tage identified as Meny God-
ard held by militants in the 
Gaza Strip. After completing 
the identification process, of-
ficials notified the family of 
Godard that his remains had 
been returned for burial, the 
Israel Defence Forces (IDF) 
said in a statement.

According to the Prime 
Minister's Office, Godard's 
body was handed over to the 
Red Cross in Gaza and later 
transferred to Israel, where 
forensic experts confirmed his 
identity. Godard, 73, and his 
wife were killed outside their 
home in Kibbutz Be'eri 
during the Hamas-led attack 
on southern Israel on October 
7, 2023. His body was taken 
to Gaza.

He was pronounced dead 
on August 12, 2023 and 
leaves behind four children 
and seven grandchildren. His 

wife, the late Ayelet Goddard, 
was also murdered in an at-
tack on the Kibbutz. In a 
statement, the said that it 
shares the family's grief and 
continues to invest all efforts 
in the return of the deceased 
abductees. Hamas, the IDF 
said, is required to fulfill its 
part of the agreement and 
make all necessary efforts to 
return the deceased hostages 
to their families and for a 
proper burial.

Earlier this week, the Israe-
li forces received from the 
Red Cross in Gaza the re-
mains of a hostage whose 
body was held by Hamas for 
the past 11 years, the Israeli 
Prime Minister's office said.

Hamas announced it was 
handing over the body of Gol-
din, an army officer killed 
during Israel's 2014 Gaza war. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu later confirmed the 
remains were believed to be 
Goldin's. At the start of his 
weekly cabinet meeting.



Adani Group unveils massive investment plan for AP
VISAKHAPATNAM

 
The Adani Group announced 
a major expansion plan in 
Andhra Pradesh, revealing 
that it will invest Rs 1 lakh 
crore over the next ten years 
across key sectors such as 
ports, cement, energy, data 
centres, and advanced manu-
facturing. This new commit-
ment comes in addition to the 
Rs 40,000 crore the Group 
has already invested in the 
state in areas like logistics, 
infrastructure, ports, cement, 
and renewable energy.

Speaking at the Andhra 
Pradesh Investor Summit, 
Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone (APSEZ) Manag-
ing Director Karan Adani 
shared the company’s ambi-
tious vision for the future. He 
unveiled the Group’s $15-bil-
lion Vizag Tech Park project, 
which aims to build one of the 
world’s largest green-powered 
hyperscale data-centre eco-
systems. The project is being 
developed in partnership with 
Google, marking a major step 
in India’s digital and techno-
logical growth. Karan Adani 

said the Group’s ongoing op-
erations in Andhra Pradesh 
have already generated over 
one lakh direct and indirect 
jobs, with more large-scale 

employment expected from 
upcoming projects .  He 
praised Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, calling 
him “an institution and the 
original CEO of Andhra 
Pradesh,” and commended 
Minister Nara Lokesh for en-
couraging efficiency, techno-
logical progress, and a start-
up-driven approach to gover-
nance. He described Andhra 
Pradesh as more than just an 
investment location, calling it 
a “launchpad for India’s next 
decade of transformation.” He 
said the Vizag Tech Park is 

designed to strengthen the na-
tion’s digital independence by 
using clean energy and ad-
vanced technology.

Karan Adani added that the 
greatest impact of these in-
vestments will be the oppor-
tunities created for local peo-
ple — more jobs, improved 
skills, and stronger economic 
growth for families across the 
state. 

The Group plans to scale up 
its efforts in the years ahead, 
signaling long-term commit-
ment to Andhra Pradesh’s  
development.

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT DRIVE
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SJVN 

launches first unit 
at Buxar plant

Natco Pharma sees 
significant drop in Q2 

profit

Marico Q2 
profit dips despite 

revenue surge

New Delhi
State-owned SJVN has 

started commercial oper-
ations of the first unit of 
its 1,320 MW Buxar ther-
mal power project in Bi-
har. The project has two 

units, each capable of 
generating 660 MW. The 
company confirmed that 

Unit-1, with a 660 MW 
capacity, has officially 

achieved its Commercial 
Operation Date (COD) on 
Friday. SJVN expects this 

milestone to boost Bihar’s 
power supply and support 

regional development. 
The second unit is ex-

pected to begin opera-
tions soon, completing 

the project’s full capacity. 
This marks a major step 
forward in India’s energy 

expansion plans.

New Delhi
Natco Pharma Ltd report-

ed a 23.44% fall in its 
consolidated net profit for 
the second quarter, earn-

ing Rs 517.9 crore. This 
compares to Rs 676.5 

crore in the same period 
last year. The decline was 

attributed to higher re-
search and development 

costs and a one-time em-
ployee bonus, the compa-
ny said in a filing. Consoli-
dated revenue from oper-
ations slightly dipped to 

Rs 1,363 crore, down from 
Rs 1,371.1 crore a year ago. 
Despite the drop, Natco 
Pharma continues to fo-

cus on innovation and 
growth, navigating chal-

lenges in the pharmaceu-
tical sector while main-
taining its operational 

momentum.

New Delhi
Marico Ltd reported a 

slight fall in its consolidat-
ed net profit for the Sep-
tember quarter, earning 
Rs 432 crore, down from 
Rs 433 crore a year ago. 
The marginal drop was 

linked to a high base and 
rising costs of key com-

modities, which squeezed 
gross margins. Despite 

this, the company’s con-
solidated revenue from 

operations surged 30.7% 
to Rs 3,482 crore, up from 

Rs 2,664 crore in the 
same quarter last year. 
Marico continues to ex-
pand its presence in the 

FMCG sector while man-
aging inflationary pres-
sures and maintaining 

steady operational 
growth.
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WTO Chief urges India 
to guide trade reforms

VISAKHAPATNAM
 

The head of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, has urged In-
dia to take the lead in global 
trade reforms, warning that 
the world must protect a 
rules-based trading system 
instead of shifting toward one 
driven by power. Speaking at 
the opening of the 30th CII 
Partnership Summit 2025, she 
said the global trade land-
scape is changing fast, and 
India is well placed to benefit 
from these shifts.

She stressed that 
India should guide 
WTO reforms to cor-
rect past mistakes 
and support emerging 
opportunities. Recon-
f i g u r e d  s u p p l y 
chains, fast-growing 
green trade,  and 
booming digitally delivered 
services—now worth nearly 
USD 5 trillion—present ma-
jor chances for India, she 
said. With digital trade ex-
panding at 6 to 8 per cent a 
year, she noted that India is 
already performing strongly 
and can do even better.

Okonjo-Iweala said South-
South trade is rising again, 
offering India more room to 
grow. She added that India’s 
active role in current WTO 
discussions can help build a 
more flexible system that sup-

ports smaller developing na-
tions. Her message was clear: 
India should work with the 
global community to strength-
en a trading system that has 
served the world well and can 
deliver even more. Praising 

India’s economic 
progress, she called it 
the fastest-growing 
major economy, with 
growth above 6 per 
cent in 2024-25. She 
credited strong do-
m e s t i c  d e m a n d , 
steady investment, 

and stable economic condi-
tions for this momentum and 
congratulated Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the peo-
ple. She stressed that global 
growth depends on global 
trade and warned of the big-
gest trade disruptions seen in 
eight decades. While ac-
knowledging developing 
countries’ concerns—such as 
public stockholding and un-
met promises—she said the 
world must focus on construc-
tive reforms to build resil-
ience and move forward.

WTO chief  Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala urged India to 
lead trade reforms, 

leverage digital, green, 
and reconfigured supply 
chains, and strengthen 
the rules-based global 

trading system.

Manufactured goods prices fell 0.07%, with metals, chemicals, 
and vehicles dropping due to lower input costs, better supply

WPI inflation falls to 27-month 
low in Oct on GST cut

NEW DELHI
 

India’s wholesale inflation 
continued to fall in October, 
dropping further into negative 
territory at –1.21 per cent, ac-
cording to the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. The 
decline was mainly due to 
lower prices of food 
items, crude petroleum, 
natural gas, electricity, 
mineral oils, and basic 
metal products. 

The month-to-month 
WPI also slipped slight-
ly by –0.06 per cent, com-
pared to –0.19 per cent in 
September.

Prices of manufactured 
goods also softened, with the 
index falling by –0.07 per 
cent. Key sectors such as ba-
sic metals, metallic mineral 
products, chemicals, motor 
veh ic les ,  t ra i l e r s ,  and 

semi-trailers recorded notice-
able price drops. Officials 
said this steady easing reflects 
weak input costs and improv-
ing supply conditions.

The Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), which measures retail 
inflation, showed a similar 

cooling trend. CPI fell to 
0.25 per cent in Octo-

ber, helped strongly 
by GST rate cuts 
that reduced the 
prices of many 
goods and ser-

vices. The retail in-
flation rate had al-

ready touched an eight-
year low of 1.54 per cent in 
September, and October con-
tinued this downward slide.

Food inflation played a ma-
jor role in easing household 
pressure. It fell further into 
the negative zone at –5.02 per 
cent, compared with –2.28 per 

cent in September. Food pric-
es have now stayed negative 
for five straight months. Low-
er prices of cooking oils, veg-
etables, fruits, eggs, cereals, 
footwear, and transport ser-
vices contributed significant-
ly.

Officials said the full im-
pact of the GST cut, a favour-
able base effect, and good 
supply conditions helped cool 
inflation. 

With a healthy southwest 
monsoon, strong kharif sow-
ing, good reservoir levels, and 
adequate foodgrain stocks, the 
inflation outlook for 2025–26 
appears calmer.

The sustained decline in in-
flation gives the Reserve 
Bank of India more space to 
maintain a softer monetary 
stance, possibly cutting inter-
est rates to support economic 
growth.

Retail leasing in India jumps strongly in third quarter
NEW DELHI

 
India’s retail real estate sector 
saw a major surge in demand 
during the July–September 
quarter of 2025, with total 
leasing rising to 3.2 million sq 
ft, according to a report by 
JLL India. This marks a 65 per 
cent year-on-year increase, 
showing strong market recov-
ery and rising consumer activ-
ity. On a quarter-on-quarter 
basis, leasing grew by 22 per 
cent, signalling healthy mo-
mentum across the top seven 

cities. Delhi–NCR emerged as 
the biggest contributor, ac-
counting for 35 per cent of the 
total space leased in Q3, 
boosted by the opening of two 
new malls. The availability of 
1.5 million sq ft of new supply 
in Delhi-NCR and Hyderabad 
allowed many retailers, who 
were previously restricted by 
limited space, to finally ex-
pand their presence in import-
ant markets.

Hyderabad followed with 12 
per cent of Q3 leasing, while 
Mumbai and Bengaluru saw 

0.6 million sq ft and 0.4 mil-
lion sq ft of space take-up, re-
spectively. The strong Q3 per-
formance pushed India’s nine-
month leasing total to 8.9 
million sq ft, already reaching 
110 per cent of the full-year 
total for 2024.

Among retail categories, 
fashion and apparel dominated 
leasing activity at 35 per cent, 
followed by food and beverag-
es at 16 per cent, and daily 
needs and grocery at 11 per 
cent. Dr. Samantak Das, Chief 
Economist at JLL India, said 

daily needs and grocery chains 
drove significant space de-
mand and often operate as an-
chor tenants in premium malls. 
The report also highlighted the 
rapid expansion of di-
rect-to-consumer (D2C) 
brands, which are investing 
heavily in physical stores 
across fashion, jewellery, cos-
metics, and wellness. Dr. Das 
said these brands are expected 
to capture an even larger share 
of leasing in coming quarters 
as they scale their hybrid retail 
strategies.

GeM welcomes delegation from 23 ITEC partner countries
NEW DELHI

 
A group of senior govern-
ment officers from 23 ITEC 
partner countries visited the 
Government e-Marketplace 
(GeM) headquarters on Fri-
day to gain a deeper under-
standing of India’s fast-ad-
vancing digital procurement 
system. The visit, involving 

24 delegates, was organised 
under a capacity-building 
programme created through 
an MoU between GeM and 
the Arun Jaitley National In-
stitute of Financial Manage-
ment (AJNIFM).

According to the Com-
merce Ministry, the visit 
marked an important step in 
strengthening global cooper-

ation in digital public pro-
curement reforms. Officials 
said the initiative reflects the 
shared aim of GeM and 
AJNIFM to promote learn-
ing, innovation, and procure-
ment excellence across bor-
ders. The engagement offered 
participants a clear view of 
how India has transformed its 
public procurement process 

using technology, transparen-
cy, and standardised systems.

GeM CEO Mihir Kumar 
said the platform strives to 
create a procurement network 
that is both efficient and in-
clusive. He noted that when 
buyers and sellers interact in 
a fair, transparent online mar-
ketplace, it leads to stronger 
outcomes for the entire coun-

try. Delegates were intro-
duced to GeM’s digital archi-
tecture, best practices, and 
the key results achieved 
across various sectors since 
its launch.

The programme also high-
lighted the drawbacks of tra-
ditional procurement sys-
tems, such as delays and lim-
ited transparency.

Centre pushes insurers to 
speed health claims

NEW DELHI
 

The Centre has urged insur-
ance companies and hospitals 
to work faster and more 
smoothly while handling 
health insurance claims, aim-
ing to make healthcare more 
affordable and easier for peo-
ple across the country. In an 
official statement, the govern-
ment asked all stakeholders to 
quickly join the National 
Health Claims Exchange, 
adopt common treatment 
rules, follow uniform empan-
elment norms, and ensure 
simple and seamless cashless 
claim processing.

M. Nagaraju, Secretary of 
the Department of Financial 
Services (DFS), led a meeting 

focused on rising medical 
costs and increasing insurance 
premiums. Representatives 
from the General Insurance 
Council, the Association of 
Healthcare Providers in India, 
and major hospital groups 
such as Max, Fortis, and 
Apollo attended. Key insur-
ers, including New India As-
surance, Star Health, Bajaj 
Allianz, and others, also par-
ticipated. Nagaraju stressed 
that standardised empanel-
ment rules across insurers 
would help policyholders get 
smooth cashless treatment ev-
erywhere. Such uniformity 
would also improve service 
quality, reduce paperwork, 
and ease administrative pres-
sure on hospitals.

India, S. Korea discuss 
strong partnership

NEW DELHI
 

India and South Korea are 
exploring a major shipbuild-
ing partnership that com-
bines Korea’s advanced 
technology with India’s 
strong manufacturing base 
and lower production costs. 
Union Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri shared details 
after meeting top leaders 
from major Korean shipping 
companies.

He said both nations be-
lieve such a partnership can 
meet India’s rising shipping 
needs while also serving 
global markets. Puri pointed 
out that India imports crude 
oil and gas worth over USD 
150 billion by sea each year, 
showing the huge demand 
for vessels. He noted that 
the oil and gas sector alone 
makes up nearly 28 per cent 
of India’s total trade volume, 
yet only about 20 per cent of 
this cargo is transported on 
Indian-owned ships. With 

India’s energy needs grow-
ing quickly—along with the 
requirement of nearly 100 
offshore vessels by 2034—
the minister said there is 
strong motivation to build 
more ships in India with 
support from global industry 
leaders. Puri met CEOs 
from Korea Ocean Business 
Corporation, SK Shipping, 
H-Line Shipping, and Pan 
Ocean to deepen coopera-
tion. India’s shipbuilding 
sector is receiving major 
government support. In Sep-
tember 2025, the Centre 
launched shipbuilding and 
maritime reform schemes 
worth Rs 69,725 crore. 
These include financial as-
sistance, credit support, cap-
ital incentives, and risk cov-
erage to boost domestic 
shipyards. A Rs 25,000 crore 
Maritime Development 
Fund has been set up to 
drive investment, while new 
schemes will help build 
strong shipbuilding clusters 
across the country.

PCL Opens New Perchlorate 
Plant to Boost Defence Supply

The new manufacturing unit is designed to meet the growing perchlorate 
demand in both domestic and global markets

CHENNAI 
 

Pandian Chemicals Limited 
(PCL), a leading Madu-
rai-based manufacturer of 
perchlorates, inaugurated its 
third production facility on 
Friday at the SIPCOT Indus-
trial Estate in Thervoy Kandi-
gai, near Chennai. The expan-
sion marks a significant step 
in strengthening India’s per-
chlorate manufacturing capac-
ity, especially for defence 
applications.

Formerly a joint sector 
company with the Tamil Nadu 
Industrial Development Cor-
poration (TIDCO), PCL is 
India’s largest producer of 
potassium chlorate, an essen-
tial raw material for the safety 
match industry. The company 
also manufactures a wide 
range of perchlorates, includ-

ing ammonium perchlorate 
(APC), a crucial component 
used in solid fuel motors for 
defence missile systems.

The new plant, built with an 
investment of ₹48 crore, has 
an installed capacity of 40 
metric tonnes per month, with 
plans to scale up production 
in the near future. The facility 
was inaugurated by Dr. Anil 
Prasad Dash, Director of the 

High Energy Materials Re-
search Laboratory (HEMRL), 
and Dr. M.V.L. Ramesh, Gen-
eral Manager, SFC, Jagdalpur.

In a statement, PCL said, 
“The commissioning of our 
new facility at Thervoy Kan-
digai marks an important 
milestone in PCL’s growth 
journey. This expansion not 
only strengthens our manu-
facturing capabilities but also 

aligns with our commitment 
to advancing India’s defence 
self-reliance.” PCL has re-
cently begun exporting to ad-
vanced international markets, 
and the new facility is expect-
ed to significantly bolster its 
global reach as a dependable 
perchlorate supplier.

India Eyes 
$25-Billion 

Boost in Telecom 
Manufacturing

NEW DELHI
 

Telecom component manufac-
turing offers a $25-billion op-
portunity for India, Minister 
of State for Communications 
Dr. Pemmasani Chandra 
Sekhar said at the CII Partner-
ship Summit in Visakhapat-
nam. He assured investors 
that the ministry is ready to 
fast-track approvals and ex-
tend full support to new proj-
ects. 

Highlighting India’s rising 
middle class and pro-industry 
reforms, he said the country 
has shifted from a licence-raj 
mindset to a trust-driven ap-
proach that celebrates entre-
preneurs. 

Dr. Sekhar also praised 
Andhra Pradesh’s strong in-
dustrial ecosystems, robust 
infrastructure, renewable en-
ergy potential and inves-
tor-friendly governance, call-
ing the state one of India’s 
most promising destinations.

PCL said the launch 
of the new Thervoy 

Kandigai facility marks 
a significant step in 
its growth, boosting 

manufacturing strength 
while reinforcing the 

company’s commitment 
to supporting India’s 
defence self-reliance 

through enhanced 
capacity and advanced 
production capabilities.
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Legendary actress 
Kamini Kaushal 

passes away at 98
Veteran actress Kamini 

Kaushal, one of Indian 
cinema’s most respected 
and long-lived stars, passed 
away on Friday at the age 
of 98. Family friends said 
she had been dealing with 
age-related health issues 
and that her loved ones 
have asked for privacy as 
they cope with the loss. 
Born in Lahore as the 
youngest of five siblings, 
Kaushal made a mark early 
in her career with “Neecha 
Nagar,” the film that won 
the Palme d’Or at the 1946 
Cannes Film Festival. 
Through the decades, she 
went on to act in more than 
90 films and became a fa-
miliar face to generations of 
moviegoers. Her standout 
works included “Shaheed,” 
“Nadiya Ke Paar,” “Shab-
nam,” “Aarzoo,” and “Biraj 
Bahu,” along with noted 
films such as “Do Bhai,” 
“Ziddi,” “Paras,” “Namoo-
n a , ”  “ A a b r o o , ”  a n d 
“Godaan.”

Kaushal was admired for 
her natural screen presence 
and for her work with leg-

endary actors like Dilip Ku-
mar, Raj Kapoor, Dev 
Anand, and Ashok Kumar. 
Her on-screen partnership 
with Dilip Kumar, especial-
ly in films like “Shaheed” 
and “Aarzoo,” won wide-
spread praise. She also 
reached audiences through 
television, most memorably 
with the Doordarshan show 
“Chand Sitare.” Even in her 
later years, she remained 
connected to films, appear-
ing in “Laal Singh Chad-
dha” in 2022.

Kamini Kaushal is sur-
vived by her sons Shravan, 
Vidur, and Rahul Sood. Her 
colleagues remembered her 
as gentle, disciplined, and 
deeply devoted to her craft.

The actor says she focuses on confidence, 
kindness, and emotional strength rather than 
following traditional expectations

Actress Isha Koppikar 
shared her heartfelt 
thoughts on modern par-

enting this Children’s Day, ex-
plaining how open communica-
tion, trust, and emotional aware-
ness guide her journey as a 
mother, she said she avoids 
strict, fear-based methods and 
instead encourages her daughter 
Rianna to understand her feel-
ings and learn from everyday 
experiences. Isha explained that 
she focuses on confidence, kind-

ness, and emotional strength 
rather than following tradi-
tional expectations. She said 

she tries 
t o 

guide her daughter through hon-
est conversations instead of con-
trol. When Rianna faces chal-
lenges, Isha encourages her to 
think through the situation, find 
solutions, and reflect on what she 
feels, rather than simply follow-
ing instructions. The actress 
shared that every night they talk 
about their day—the good, the 
mistakes, and the lessons 
learned. She believes showing 
her own flaws helps her daughter 
see that strength includes honesty, 
compassion, and the willingness to 
grow. According to her, parenting 
is not about perfection but about 
creating a bond built on trust and 
understanding. Speaking about her 
hopes for Rianna, Isha said she 
wants her to grow up feeling safe, 
loved, and free to choose her own 

path in life. She wishes for her 
daughter to know her worth 
and believe she can become 
anything she dreams of.

Isha welcomed Rianna in 
July 2014 with her former 
husband, Timmy Narang. 
The actress, known for 
films across several lan-

guages, made her debut 
with the Tamil movie “Kaad-

hal Kavithai,” which 
won her the Film-

fare Best Fe-
male Debut 
Award.

ISHA 
KOPPIKAR 

champions 
communication 

in parenting

CHADWICK 
BOSEMAN 

honoured with Hollywood 
star posthumously

Ankit Siwach’s 
dialogue strikes 
deep with fans

Actor Ankit Siwach is 
thrilled by the growing 

craze around his powerful 
dialogue from the trailer of 
Farhan Akhtar’s upcoming 
drama 120 Bahadur. Since 
the trailer’s release, one line 
spoken by Ankit has taken 
social media by storm. The 
dialogue, in which he ex-
presses devotion, bravery, 
and the spirit of a soldier, has 
become widely shared and 
discussed by fans online.

Ankit said the overwhelm-
ing response feels like a 
dream come true. He shared 
that every actor hopes for 
moments where their perfor-
mance touches people so 
deeply. According to him, the 
line has connected with audi-
ences because it reflects pure 
emotions tied to loyalty, sac-
rifice, and love for the coun-
try. He recalled shooting the 
scene in freezing weather, 
but also feeling a strong 
emotion that rose beyond act-
ing and made the moment 
unforgettable.

Actress Sri Gouri Priya, who 
gained fame with the show 

MAD, is keeping busy with two 
promising Telugu projects. On her 
birthday, both film teams released 
special posters to celebrate her mile-
stone. In Chennai Love Story, she 
stars opposite Kiran Abbavaram. 
Written by Sai Rajesh and co-pro-
duced by SKN, the film is generat-
ing buzz, especially following Kiran 
Abbavaram’s recent hit K-Ramp. 
Sources say Gouri Priya plays a 
strong, pivotal role in the romantic 
drama, adding depth to the story.

Her second project, Visa, pro-
duced by Sithara Entertainments, 
casts her as an NRI girl alongside 
Rahul Vijay. The film promises to 
showcase her versatility and charm 
in a completely different character.

With consecutive projects in 
Telugu cinema and a growing pres-
ence in Tamil through her web se-
ries and the film Lover, Sri Gouri 
Priya’s career appears to be on a 
steady upward trajectory. Her 
choices reflect a mix of strong 
roles and commercial appeal, mak-
ing her one of the rising stars to 
watch in South Indian cinema.

Fans and industry insiders are ex-
cited to see how she juggles these 
two films and further establishes 
herself as a leading actress in both 
Telugu and Tamil entertainment.

 ‘MAD’ fame 
Gouri Priya 

shines in 
two films

‘Love Never Dies’
Just as the title ‘Premam 

Madhuram’ suggests, the 
story revolves around love and 
romance. The film contains 
situations that today’s youth 
will easily connect with. In ev-
eryone’s life, love either suc-
ceeds or fails. This applies to 
all. As we watch, many inci-
dents we experienced or wit-
nessed during our school and 
college days come back vivid-
ly before our eyes.

The film shows what love 
looks like at three different 
stages of life. Even though it 
doesn’t try to say anything en-
tirely new, certain aspects of 
love manage to capture our 
attention. It also portrays what 
goes on in the glamorous 
world and the struggles new 
talents face when they enter 
the industry.

In the end, the message to 
young lovers is that love is 
eternal,it has no death. How 
the love story between 
Vikram, Meghana, and Charmi 

concludes can be known only 
by watching the film in the 
theatre.

Gandhi.A.B., who has taken 
on the dual responsibility of 
Director and lead actor, has 
handled both roles neatly. In 
his very first attempt, he suc-
ceeds in creating scenes that 
do not feel boring. Heroines 
Aishwarya Dinesh and Anusha 
Jain look charming on screen. 

Lapangaraj, an artist from 
North Karnataka, entertains 
with dialogues in the local di-
alect. Likewise, Sihi Kahi 
Chandru, Rajeswari, Anoop 
Agastya, and others do justice 
to their roles. Two songs by 
Vishal Aalap stand out as 
pleasant to listen to. Producer 
Aragonda Shekhar Reddy can 
be credited with giving the au-
dience a good film.

Actor Nani’s upcoming 
film The Paradise, touted 

as his most ambitious and ex-
pensive project yet, is facing a 
tough challenge as it gears up 
for a March 26, 2026 release. 
Set in the historic era of Se-
cunderabad, Nani plays Jada-
lu, a rugged character with 
braided hair and tattoos, in-
cluding one bold tattoo on his 
hand that reads “ba**rd.”

Directed by Sri-
kanth Odela of 
Dasara fame and 
produced by 
S u d h a k a r 
Cherukuri, the 
film is currently 
b e i n g  s h o t 
across Hyder-
abad. Key se-
quences featur-
ing Nani, Mohan 
Babu, and Sonali 
Kulkarni are un-
derway, but the 
production faces a 
pressing hurdle—
none of the songs 
have been recorded 
yet. Music director An-
irudh Ravichander, who 
is handling multiple 
high-profile projects like 
Jailer 2 and King, is tak-
ing time to complete the 
soundtrack. Meanwhile, 
competitor Ram Cha-
ran’s Peddi has already 
released its first song, 

Chikiri Chikiri, which is trend-
ing online, adding pressure on 
The Paradise team to speed up 
music production. Director 
Odela is currently in Chennai 
coordinating music sessions 
with Anirudh.

The film is being planned 
for a global release, with earli-
er reports suggest-
ing talks with 
Hol lywood 
s tar  Ryan 
Reynolds 
as a pre-
senter to 
expand its 
internation-
al  reach, 
though no 
official up-
d a t e  h a s 
emerged.

Nani’s ‘The Paradise’ faces 
major challenge ahead

Priyanka Chopra calls 
Hyderabad biryani world’s best
Global star Priyanka Chopra, cur-

rently shooting for SS Rajamou-
li’s much-anticipated film GlobeTrot-
ter, has praised Hyderabad for its 
food and warm hospitality. The ac-
tress has been filming in the city 
since January 2025 and has explored 
many corners of Hyderabad and its 
surroundings.

During a recent fan interaction on 
X (formerly Twitter), Priyanka spoke 
fondly about her collaboration with 
Mahesh Babu and the close bond she 
shares with both his family and Ra-
jamouli’s family. She even visited 
Rajamouli’s farm, located about 50 
km from Hyderabad, where she en-
joyed spending time with a calf and 
experiencing the serene countryside.

Describing her experience on the 

film as “adiripoyindi,” Priyanka re-
vealed that she has thoroughly en-
joyed every moment of working on 
the project. When asked about her 
favorite Hyderabad food, she 
didn’t hesitate to declare, “Hy-
derabad biryani is the best in 
the world!”

In GlobeTrotter, Priyanka 
plays the character Mandak-
ini. The first look poster of 
her role has already created 
a buzz among fans, height-
ening anticipation for the 
film. Her candid comments 
and excitement about both 
the city and the project re-
flect her genuine apprecia-
tion for local culture and the 
collaborative spirit on set. 

Late actor Chadwick Boseman will be honoured 
with a posthumous star on the Hollywood Walk 

of Fame five years after his passing at age 43. The 
ceremony is scheduled for November 20 at 6904 
Hollywood Blvd, Los Angeles. Boseman’s wife, 
Simone Ledward-Boseman, will accept the 
award on his behalf, while filmmaker Ryan 
Coogler and actress Viola Davis, both longtime 
collaborators, are set to speak at the event. Ana 
Martinez, producer of the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, said in a statement that Boseman’s “pow-
erful performances and enduring impact both on 

and off screen continue to inspire generations 
around the world.”

Boseman built a celebrated career portraying iconic 
figures in Black American history. He earned wide-

spread acclaim for playing Jackie Robinson in 42, 
James Brown in Get On Up, and Thur-

good Marshall, the first Black U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice, in Marshall. 
His performance as troubled trum-
pet player Levee Green in Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom earned 
him a posthumous Academy 
Award nomination in 2021 and 
wins at the Golden Globe, Crit-
ics’ Choice, and Screen Actors 
Guild Awards. Among Marvel 
fans, Boseman became a global 
icon for his role as T’Challa, 
the superhero Black Panther, 
in the blockbuster franchise 
directed by Ryan Coogler. 
His legacy continues to res-
onate both on the big screen 
and beyond, inspiring audi-
ences and actors world-
wide. The Walk of Fame 
star will serve as a lasting 

tribute to Boseman’s talent, 
dedication, and the cultural 

impact he made during his 
brief but extraordinary career.
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Rabada Ruled Out of First  
India Test with Rib Injury

Ghazanfar Credits Hardik’s  
Support, Hopes for MI Retention

Rohit to Lead India  
at Junior World Cup 2025

South Africa fast bowler Kagiso 
Rabada has been ruled out of the 

first Test against India at Eden Gar-
dens after suffering a rib injury during 
the team’s opening training session. 
His availability for the second Test in 
Guwahati remains uncertain. Rabada 
underwent a scan the day after sus-
taining the injury and attended 
Wednesday’s training, though his 

workload was unclear. He skipped 
Thursday’s optional session and failed 
a fitness test on Friday morning, 
prompting a late decision to with-
draw him from the XI. All-rounder 
Corbin Bosch replaced Rabada, 
joining Marco Jansen and Wiaan 
Mulder in South Africa’s three-man 
pace attack. With Lungi Ngidi omit-
ted for the subcontinent tours.

Afghanistan’s 19-year-old mys-
tery spinner Allah Ghazanfar 

hopes his strong international prog-
ress over the past year will con-
vince Mumbai Indians to retain him 
ahead of the 2026 IPL season. 
Ghazanfar missed his debut oppor-
tunity last year due to a back injury 
but says regular motivation from 
MI captain Hardik Pandya kept him 

going. “Hardik bhai stayed in touch 
and motivated me a lot,” Ghazanfar 
said, adding that he also had valu-
able discussions with teammate 
Tilak Varma. Now fully fit, he is set 
to play in the Rising Stars Asia Cup 
in Doha. Reflecting on a taxing 
year that included his Test debut, 
Ghazanfar said he has become  
wiser and stronger.

Hockey India announced the 
18-member squad for the FIH 

Junior Men’s World Cup 2025, 
naming defender and drag-flicker 
Rohit as captain. The tournament 
will be held from November 28 to 
December 10 in Chennai and Mad-
urai, with India placed in Pool B 
alongside Chile, Switzerland, and 
Oman. Coached by former India 

goalkeeper PR Sreejesh, the squad 
blends experience and emerging 
talent. India, however, will miss 
key forward Araijeet Singh Hundal, 
ruled out with a shoulder injury. The 
goalkeeping duties will be shared by 
Bikramjit Singh and Princedeep 
Singh, while Rohit anchors a strong 
defence featuring Amir Ali, Anmol 
Ekka, and Shardanand Tiwari.

KOLKATA NEW DELHI NEW DELHI

Bumrah’s five-for lights up Eden 
as India seizes control of first test
Jasprit Bumrah’s fiery five-wicket haul turned the opening day firmly India’s way

KOLKATA

Jasprit Bumrah produced a 
spell of high-class fast bowl-
ing to  c la im a superb 
five-wicket haul and disman-
tle South Africa for 159 on 
Day 1 of the first Test at Eden 
Gardens on Friday. In front of 
a roaring crowd of nearly 
35,000, the Indian spearhead 
changed the course of the in-
nings the moment he took the 
ball at the Clubhouse End.

South Africa’s openers Aiden 
Markram and Ryan Rickelton 
had begun confidently, racing 
to 57 without loss as India 

searched desperately for a 
breakthrough. Bumrah deliv-
ered instantly, going around the 
wicket to remove Rickelton 
with precision before unleash-
ing a sharp, rising delivery that 
forced Markram to glove be-
hind. With minimal assistance 
from the surface, his relentless 
accuracy and attacking lengths 
made him unplayable.

Bumrah’s return spell 
proved just as destructive. 
Tony de Zorzi, well set and 
batting fluently, was trapped 
by one that skidded back in. 
Kyle Verreynne then faced a 
searing yorker first ball, sur-

viving only by inches. The 
pressure was unrelenting, and 
Bumrah eventually cleaned 
up the tail to complete his 
16th Test five-wicket haul—
and his first at Eden Gardens.

Since 2018, Bumrah has dis-
missed more Test openers than 
any bowler in the world, a re-
flection of his unmatched po-
tency with the new ball and 
old. His Test average of 
19.67—earned across condi-
tions in Asia, Australia, En-
gland and South Africa—un-
derscores his stature as one of 
modern cricket’s most com-
plete fast bowlers.

Former India batting coach 
Sanjay Bangar praised Bum-
rah’s immaculate control, not-
ing how he offers almost no 
scoring opportunities with his 
stump-to-stump consistency.

A brief on-field exchange 
during a DRS discussion in-
volving a remark picked up 
on the stump mic created 
some online chatter, but it did 
little to overshadow the day.

On a pitch offering variable 
bounce and early reverse 
swing, Bumrah stamped his au-
thority, sending the crowd into 
a frenzy and putting India firm-
ly in command of the contest.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi Fires 32-
Ball Ton in Tournament Opener
DOHA

Vaibhav Suryavanshi pro-
duced a sensational batting 
display, hammering a 32-ball 
hundred  to  equa l  t he 
joint-second fastest T20 cen-
tury by an Indian, during In-
dia’s Rising Stars Asia Cup 
match against the UAE at the 
West End Park International 
Cricket Stadium in Doha on 
Friday.

Walking out to open India’s 
campaign,  Suryavanshi 
showed intent from the very 
first over, unleashing an array 
of fearless strokes across the 
ground. His innings was fu-
elled by 10 fours and nine 
towering sixes, a clean strik-
ing effort that left the UAE 
bowlers with no answers. The 
right-hander mixed timing 
with raw power, often step-
ping out to loft over long-on 
or backing away to carve 
shots over point, maintaining 
a relentless scoring tempo 
throughout his knock.

Suryavanshi’s 32-ball effort 
places him behind only Urvil 
Patel and Abhishek Sharma, the 
joint record-holders for the fast-

est T20 hundreds by an Indian, 
both achieving the milestone in 
28 balls. His innings also pro-
vided India with an ideal start 
to the multi-nation youth com-
petition, injecting confidence 
into a team eager to make a 
strong early impression.

The pitch in Doha offered 
true bounce and value for 
shots—conditions Suryavan-
shi capitalised on brilliantly. 
Despite the UAE bowlers’ at-
tempts to alter pace and 
length, he continued to domi-
nate, frequently clearing the 
infield and forcing the oppo-
sition captain to spread the 
field as early as the third over.

Beyond its statistical signifi-
cance, the knock further ele-
vates Suryavanshi’s reputation 
as one of India’s most exciting 
young batters. His ability to ac-
celerate instantly, maintain con-
trol under pressure, and convert 
a flying start into a monumen-
tal score will hearten the Indian 
team management as the tour-
nament progresses.

India will hope this com-
manding beginning sets the 
tone for a successful Rising 
Stars Asia Cup campaign, 
with Suryavanshi’s whirlwind 
hundred already emerging as 
one of the tournament’s stand-
out early highlights.

Young 
opener 
Vaibhav 

Suryavanshi 
lit up India’s 
tournament 
opener with 
a blistering 

century. 

Ronaldo’s red card puts his 2026 World 
Cup participation under serious threat

Ronaldo Risks World 
Cup Ban after Red Card 

in Defeat to Ireland
DUBLIN

Cristiano Ronaldo could 
face a suspension that 
threatens his participation 
in the opening match of the 
2026 FIFA World Cup after 
being sent off during Por-
tugal’s 2-0 defeat to Ireland 
in a crucial qualifying 
match on Thursday. The 
veteran forward received a 
red card in the second half 
for elbowing Ireland de-
fender Dara O’Shea, an 
incident that now places 
him at risk of a multi-
match FIFA ban.

Ronaldo will automati-
cally miss Portugal’s next 
qualifier against Armenia 
on Sunday, where a win 
would secure their place at 
the World Cup in the Unit-
ed States, Canada and 
Mexico. However, FIFA’s 
disciplinary regulations 
stipulate a minimum two-
match suspension for seri-
ous foul play, and at least 
three matches for violent 
conduct or assault—cate-
gories under which elbow-
ing can fall. Any suspen-
sion he receives would 
apply only to competi-
tive fixtures, meaning 
it cannot be served in 
warm-up games be-
fore the tourna-
ment.

The flashpoint occurred 
around the hour mark at Dub-
lin’s Aviva Stadium, with Ire-
land leading 2-0. As players 
awaited a cross, Ronaldo spun 
and struck O’Shea with his 
elbow, initially earning a yel-
low card before the referee 
upgraded it to a red following 
a pitchside video review. The 
Portugal star reacted with a 
wry smile, later clapping sar-
castically toward jeering Irish 
fans as he left the field.

Ronaldo, who turns 41 in 
February, hopes to feature 
in his sixth World Cup—a 
record achievement if real-
ized. The tournament draw 
will take place on Decem-
ber 5 in Washington, D.C., 
where Portugal, provided 
they qualify, will learn 
the i r group-

s t a g e 
oppo-
nents.

Kylian Mbappé, Olise Shine as  
France Seal 2026 World Cup Berth

PARIS

France stormed into the 2026 
FIFA World Cup with a com-
manding 4-0 victory over 
Ukraine in Paris, a night that 
blended footballing excel-
lence with poignant remem-
brance. Kylian Mbappé struck 
twice, while Michael Olise 
and Hugo Ekitike added one 
each, ensuring Les Bleus con-
firmed qualification with a 
game to spare.

A minute’s silence preceded 
kick-off at Parc des Princes as 
41,000 spectators honoured 
victims of the 2015 Paris at-
t acks .  F rance ,  l ed  by 
long-serving coach Didier 
Deschamps, responded with a 
composed display that under-
lined their consistency on the 
global stage.

Mbappé opened the scoring 
early in the second half, calm-
ly converting a penalty after 
Olise was fouled. Olise, thriv-
ing in a more central role, dou-
bled the lead in the 76th minute 
with a sharp turn and finish. 

The momentum stayed with 
France as Mbappé added his 
second, taking his international 
tally to 55—just two behind 
Olivier Giroud’s all-time re-
cord. Ekitike then completed 
the rout with his first senior in-
ternational goal.

Deschamps, set to lead 
France for the final time at the 
upcoming World Cup, ex-

pressed satisfaction at meeting 
the team’s primary objective. 
With an unassailable lead in 
Group D, France extended their 
remarkable qualification streak, 
having featured in every World 
Cup since 1998.

Though the qualifying cam-
paign had occasional dips, no-
tably a draw against Iceland, 
France rediscovered fluency 
when it mattered. As they await 
the December 5 draw in Wash-
ington, D.C., Ukraine and Ice-
land now face a decisive clash 
to keep their hopes alive 
through the playoffs.

 Mbappé’s brace and 
Olise’s brilliance power 

France into the 2026 
World Cup.

Alcaraz Seals Year-End No. 1 Spot with Commanding Win
TORINO

Carlos Alcaraz needed less 
than 90 minutes to wrap up 
the year-ending No. 1 ranking 
in men’s tennis, completing a 
commanding 6-4, 6-1 victory 
over Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti 
at the ATP Finals. The win en-

sured the Spaniard topped his 
group and finished ahead of 
rival Jannik Sinner in the 
year-end standings.

Alcaraz, who entered the 
tournament needing three vic-
tories to guarantee the top 
spot, delivered exactly that, 
sweeping all his group-stage 

matches. “It means the world 
to me,” he said. “At the start 
of the year, No. 1 felt far 
away with Jannik winning ev-
erything. But from mid-sea-
son onward, I believed it was 
possible. I’m proud of my 
team and myself.” This marks 
the second time the 22-year-old 

has ended a season at No. 1, 
having first achieved the feat 
in 2022 at just 19, making 
him the youngest man to do 
so. Despite initial nerves, 
Alcaraz settled quickly 
and silenced the partisan 
Italian crowd, sealing the 
match on his third match point.

Joseph Parker 
Returns Positive 
Test for Cocaine

Kartik Kumar 
Accepts 3-Yr Ban 

after Multiple 
Positive Tests

LONDON

Former heavyweight world 
champion Joseph Parker has 
failed a drugs test after traces 
of cocaine were detected in a 
sample submitted to the Vol-
untary Anti-Doping Agency 
(VADA). A source confirmed 
the development on Friday, 
revealing that the test was 
conducted on the same day as 
Parker’s bout against Britain’s 
Fabio Wardley last month.

The result, which only came 
to light this week, casts a shad-
ow over Parker’s recent resur-
gence in the heavyweight divi-
sion. The 33-year-old New 
Zealander entered the fight in 
exceptional form, having won 
six consecutive contests since 
his punishing 2022 defeat to 
Joe Joyce. That run included 
high-profile victories over De-
ontay Wilder and Zhilei Zhang, 
as well as capturing the WBO 
interim title.

Wardley ultimately defeat-
ed Parker in a surprise result, 
and the failed test now raises 
serious questions about the 
former champion’s future. 
VADA notified all relevant 
parties on Thursday evening, 
according to a statement re-
leased by Frank Warren’s 
Queensbury Promotions. “Jo-
seph Parker returned an ad-
verse finding following an 
anti-doping test conducted on 
October 25 in relation to his 
bout with Fabio Wardley. 
While the matter is investigat-
ed further, no additional com-
ment will be made at this 
time,” the statement read.

Sky Sports News has contact-
ed Parker’s management team 
for comment, though no re-
sponse has yet been issued. 
Parker, who lost his WBO belt 
to Anthony Joshua in 2018, had 
positioned himself as the man-
datory challenger for undisputed 
champion Oleksandr Usyk.

KOLKATA

Long-distance runner Kartik 
Kumar, a Hangzhou Asian 
Games silver medallist in the 
10,000m, has accepted a 
three-year ban after testing 
positive for multiple prohibit-
ed substances during an 
out-of-competition test con-
ducted in the United States. 
The 26-year-old, who had 
been training in Colorado 
Springs, was tested by the 
USA Anti-Doping Agency 
(USADA) following a tip-off.

Kartik was part of a training 
group under noted coach Scott 
Simmons, working alongside 
fellow long-distance star Gul-
veer Singh and other elite ath-
letes. His sample returned ad-
verse findings for several 
banned substances, prompting 
USADA to place him under pro-
visional suspension. The Athlet-
ics Integrity Unit and Indian 
authorities were subsequently 
informed of the violation.
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NEW DELHI

India’s top men’s tennis player Sumit Nagal has 
received his Chinese visa, clearing the way for him 
to compete in the Australian Open Playoff starting 
November 24 in Chengdu. Nagal shared 
his gratitude on X, thanking In-
dian and Chinese authorities 
for expediting the process after 
his initial visa application was 
rejected without explanation.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Lin Jian later stated that vi-
sas are issued to athletes according 
to regulations, expressing hope that 
all required documents would be sub-
mitted promptly.

The Playoff serves as a qualification 
pathway into the 2026 Australian Open 
main draw. Ranked 275, Nagal now depends on 
qualifiers or wild cards for Grand Slams, having 
dropped out of the top 100. He last played a Slam 
main draw at the 2025 Australian Open.

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
has turned down an invitation 

from the Bangladesh Cricket Board 
to take part in a December triangular 
T20 series also involving Sri Lanka. 
A PCB official said the board pre-
ferred to manage player workload, 
especially since several key cricketers 
have been granted NOCs to partici-
pate in overseas leagues. Top players, 

including Babar Azam, Mohammad 
Rizwan, Shaheen Shah Afridi, Haris 
Rauf and Shadab Khan, are commit-
ted to the Big Bash League, while 
others such as Fakhar Zaman will 
feature in the Emirates International 
League. Although Pakistan has no 
international fixtures in December 
and January, the PCB had already pri-
oritised league participation. 

I  ndia’s Ankita Bhakat scripted 
the biggest victory of her career, 

defeating Paris Olympics sil-
ver-medallist Nam Suhyeon of 
South Korea 7-3 to clinch the 
women’s recurve gold at the Asian 
Archery Championships on Friday. 
Ankita opened strongly, taking the 
first set with two 10s and main-
tained composure in the decider to 

seal the title. India also claimed 
the women’s recurve bronze as 
Sangeeta edged past five-time 
Olympian Deepika Kumari 6-5 in 
a tense shoot-off. Earlier, Ankita 
had beaten Deepika in the semifi-
nals. The win marks a major 
breakthrough for Ankita and adds 
to India’s growing medal tally at 
the continental event. 

India had mixed results at the 
Kumamoto Masters Japan as 

Lakshya Sen reached the quar-
terfinals while HS Prannoy exit-
ed in the second round. Seventh 
seed Lakshya dominated Singa-
pore’s Jia Heng Jason Teh 21-
13, 21-11 in 39 minutes, show-
ing sharp control and tactical 
discipline. After pulling away 

from 14-13 in the first game, he 
completely dictated the second 
with an early 5-0 lead. He will 
next face former world champi-
on Loh Kean Yew. Prannoy, 
however, lost 18-21, 15-21 to 
Denmark’s Rasmus Gemke, 
leaving India’s men’s singles 
hopes resting on Lakshya’s 
strong form.

KARACHI DHAKA KUMAMOTO

Pakistan Cricket Board Declines 
Bangladesh’s Proposal for Tri-Series

Ankita Bhakat Shocks Olympic 
Medallist to Win Asian Archery Gold

Lakshya Sen Enters Quarters, 
Prannoy Bows Out in Japan Masters

Let Blind Cricket Gain Global 
Recognition: Hebbalkar

Minister said, state has led the way in promoting inclusivity and equal opportunities
BENGALURU

Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Lakshmi Heb-
balkar expressed hope that 
blind cricket tournaments, 
which empower especially 
abled children, will gain 
well-deserved global recogni-
tion. She was speaking after 
inaugurating the first-ever 
Blind Women’s T20 World 
Cup at the Samprasiddhi 
Ground in Thirumenahalli, 
Bengaluru. Addressing the 
gathering, the minister high-
lighted the challenges faced by 
visually impaired players. She 

noted that even individuals 
with full physical ability and 
clear eyesight often struggle to 
participate in sports. “For chil-
dren with visual impairment, 
stepping onto the field and 
playing cricket requires ex-
traordinary courage and deter-
mination. Their efforts are 
truly inspiring,” she said.

Hebbalkar added that Ben-
galuru hosting a significant 
portion of this prestigious in-
ternational tournament is a 
matter of immense pride for 
Karnataka. The state, she said, 
has consistently led the way 
in promoting inclusivity and 

equal opportunities in sports. 
She assured that the Women 
and Child Development De-
partment would extend com-
plete support to initiatives that 
uplift especially abled athletes 
and encourage their participa-
tion at all levels.

Minister Watches India–
Nepal Match
Following the inauguration, 
Hebbalkar watched a segment 
of the match between India 
and Nepal. She applauded 
both teams, cheering enthusi-
astically to motivate the play-
ers. Later, she briefly joined 

the commentary team, adding 
to the excitement of the event.

The occasion was attended 
by Samarthanam Trust found-
er Dr. Mahantesh, along with 
several dignitaries, organisers, 
and supporters of blind crick-
et. Their presence reflected 
the growing recognition and 
support for visually impaired 
athletes in India and beyond.

With the successful launch 
of the Blind Women’s T20 
World Cup, organisers hope 
the platform will inspire 
many more players and pave 
the way for global apprecia-
tion of blind cricket.

Winning a Series in Ind Would 
Rank Below WTC Title: Bavuma
KOLKATA

South Africa captain Temba 
Bavuma believes that win-
ning a Test series in India 
would be the team’s biggest 
achievement after their World 
Test Championship (WTC) 
triumph earlier this year. 
Bavuma said conquering In-
dia remains a long-standing 
ambition for the Proteas.

“Winning the World Test 
Championship—there’s not 
much that can top that. But 
right behind it would be win-
ning in India,” Bavuma said 
on the eve of the series open-
er. “It’s not something that 
has eluded us, but it’s some-
thing we haven’t been able to 
achieve for a very long time. 
We understand the magnitude 
of the challenge.”

He added that many players 
in the current squad carried 
“moments of hurt” from pre-
vious tours and were deter-
mined to prove themselves. 
“ I t ’ s exciting when you 

look at the makeup of both 
teams. India have fantastic 
players but also a bit of inex-
perience. Similarly, our guys 
want to measure themselves 
against the best in the world.”

Bavuma returns to the na-
tional Test side after a lengthy 
injury break, having regained 
fitness during South Africa 
A’s four-day match against 
India A in Bengaluru. The 

skipper said spending time in 
the middle was crucial for his 
confidence. “Getting back on 
the field, proving my fitness, 
and batting for long periods 
was important.”

He also welcomed the op-
portunity to face India’s left-
arm wrist spinner Kuldeep 
Yadav for the first time. “I’d 
rather face him in the A game 
than here in Kolkata—if he 
plays. He’s not a big turner, 
but he’s deceptive off the 
pitch and a genuine wick-
et-taker.”

With no Boxing Day Test 
this year, Bavuma said the In-
dia series carries added signif-
icance. “This becomes our 
festive season. It’s disappoint-
ing for players and fans, but 
we’ll make the most of it. 
Back home there’s a renewed 
appreciation for the Proteas.”

South Africa now aim to 
script a historic triumph on 
Indian soil—a feat they have 
long pursued but never ac-
complished.

Bavuma says 
conquering India in 

Tests would be South 
Africa’s next greatest 

milestone

MUMBAI

Wi t h  t h e 
I P L 2 0 2 6 

player retention 
deadline nearing, 

Mumbai Indians (MI) 
boosted their squad by 
securing India pacer 

Shardul Thakur and 
West Indies batter Sher-
fane Rutherford in two 
significant trade-win-
dow moves. The five-
time champions, aim-
ing to rebuild after an 
inconsistent 2025 
season, moved swift-
ly to finalize deals 
before the Novem-
ber 15 retention 

cut-off.
MI acquired 

Shardul Thakur 
from Luc-

know 
Super 

Giants (LSG) for ₹2 crore 
in an all-cash deal. Thakur, 
who went unsold in the 
2025 mega auction and 
was preparing for a county 
stint with Essex, was later 
drafted by LSG as an inju-
ry replacement for Mohsin 
Khan. Despite a bright 
start, picking up six wick-
ets in his first two matches 
of IPL 2025, Thakur’s 
form dipped as he finished 
the season with 13 wickets 
in 10 games at an economy 
of 11.02. MI are banking 
on his experience and 
proven ability as a wick-
et-taking middle-overs 
bowler.

The franchise  a lso 
strengthened their middle 
order by bringing back 
Sherfane Rutherford, sign-
ing him from Gujarat Ti-
tans (GT) for ₹2.6 crore. 
Rutherford played 13 

matches for GT in 2025, 
scoring 291 runs at an av-
erage of 32.22 and an im-
pressive strike rate of 
157.29. Although he was 
previously part of MI’s ti-
tle-winning 2020 squad, he 
did not feature in any 
games that season.

His explosive batting 
and finishing skills are ex-
pected to add depth to 
MI’s lineup.

In another move, MI 
traded left-arm pacer Arjun 
Tendulkar to LSG for ₹30 
lakh. Tendulkar, who de-
buted in IPL 2023, has 
played five matches over-
all, taking three wickets at 
an economy of 9.36.

With the auction set for 
December 14–17 in Abu 
Dhabi, MI’s early trade ac-
tivity signals their intent to 
reshape the squad for a 
stronger 2026 campaign.

IPL 2026: MI Sign Thakur, 
Rutherford in Trade Window

MI strengthen squad with strategic trades ahead of IPL 2026

Pak Hands SL Team’s Security 
to Army after Islamabad Blasts

PAK-SL SECURITY

ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan government has 
handed over the security of 
the visiting Sri Lankan cricket 
team to the Army and para-
military forces after several 
players expressed a desire to 
return home following the se-
rial bomb blasts that struck 
Islamabad earlier this week.

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) chairman and Federal 
Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi confirmed that the 
team is now under state-level 
protection, with the Army, 
Rangers and police jointly 
overseeing all security ar-
rangements. Naqvi said the 
decision came after the Sri 
Lankan squad agreed to con-
tinue the tour following the 
intervention of Pakistan’s 
Army Chief, General Asim 
Munir.

Naqvi told reporters in 
Rawalpindi that both the Sri 
Lankan government and its 
cricket board had displayed 
“immense support” and soli-
darity with Pakistan by not 
calling off the tour. He ac-
knowledged that some Sri 
Lankan players were initially 
keen to return due to security 
concerns triggered by the Is-
lamabad terror attack.

“The positive outcome was 
only achieved through sus-
tained engagement between 
Pakistani and Sri Lankan 
leadership,” Naqvi said. He 
added that Army Chief Munir 
had personally assured Sri 
Lanka’s Defence Minister 
Pramitha Bandara Tennakoon 
of the team’s safety. “The 
Field Marshal himself spoke 
to the Sri Lankan Defence 
Minister and Secretary, and I 
am grateful the players 

showed great bravery in 
deciding to remain in Pa-
kistan,” he noted.

Naqvi said he also held 
an extended meeting with 
the players to address 
their apprehensions, 
stressing that their well-
being was the re-
sponsibility of the 
Pakistan govern-
ment. Sri Lankan 
President Anu-
ra  Kumara 
Dissanay-
ake,  he 
a d d e d , 
a l s o 
spoke di-
rectly to the 
squad to reassure them.

Pakistan are currently host-
ing Sri Lanka for a three-
match ODI series, which will 
proceed as scheduled under 
heightened security.

Sumit Nagal 
Secures Chinese 

Visa for AO Playoff

Asian Archery 
Championship: 
Indian Recurve 

Men Stun S Korea
DHAKA

The Indian men’s recurve 
team clinched a historic gold 
at the Asian Archery Champi-
onship, defeating South Korea 
in a tense shoot-off to win 
their first title since 2007. 
Yashdeep Bhoge, Atanu Das 
and Rahul rallied from 2-4 
down to edge out a strong Ko-
rean trio of Seo Mingi, Kim 
Yechan and Jang Jiho. Both 
teams shot 29 in the shoot-off, 
but India prevailed after Ata-
nu delivered a perfect 10 clos-
er to the centre.

The win lifted India’s tally 
to four gold and two silver 
medals, following a dominant 
compound performance led 
by Jyothi Surekha Vennam, 
who claimed two golds. For 
coach Rahul Banerjee, part of 
the 2007 champion team, the 
victory was deeply emotional. 
India remain in medal conten-
tion with several recurve ar-
chers reaching the semifinals.


