
MANDYA

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday ad-
dressed a gathering at Shree 
Kshetra Adichunchanagiri in 
Nagamangala taluk during his 
official visit to Karnataka, 
where he highlighted India’s 
civilisational continuity, 
praised the spiritual heritage 
of Sri Adichunchanagiri Ma-
hasamsthana Math, and un-
derlined the government’s 
welfare initiatives.

Modi said, “Visiting and 
worshipping at Shri Kaal 
Bhairav Temple, witnessing 
the inauguration of Shri Guru 
Bhairavaiakya Temple... these 
experiences will always re-
main with me. I consider it 
my good fortune that I got the 
opportunity to come among 
all of you.”

Referring to the Adichun-
chanagiri Mahasamsthana 

Math, he said it represents 
continuity of tradition, saying 
it is a “living embodiment of 
cultural and spiritual continu-
ity” with a history spanning 
nearly 2,000 years, enriched 
by its guru parampara and 
service traditions. 

Emphasising India’s ancient 
cultural strength, he said, “In-
dia is a vibrant civilization 
that has been thriving for 

thousands of years,” adding 
that very few nations in the 
world have traditions that en-
dure for such a long period.

He  also inaugurated the Sri 
Guru Bhairavaikya Mandira 
at Sri Kshetra Adichunchan-
agiri, a memorial dedicated to 
the revered seer, Sri Sri Sri Dr 
Balagangadharanatha Mahas-
wamiji, the 71st pontiff of the 
Mahasamsthana Math.

PM hails India’s civilisational legacy
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The Truth Speaks

US-IRAN TALKS - ROUND 2

PAK PEACE BROKERS LAND IN IRAN
Army Chief Asim Munir and interior minister reach Iran to push US-Iran talks as truce uncertainty persists; Islamabad eyes role as key mediator

TEHRAN
 

Pakistan’s Army Chief Asim 
Munir has arrived in Iran as 
part of a high-level delegation 
aimed at facilitating renewed 
engagement between Tehran 
and Washington. 

The visit, confirmed by Ira-
nian sources, comes amid ef-
forts to revive stalled US-Iran 
talks and ease tensions fol-
lowing recent escalations. The 
development positions Islam-
abad as a potential intermedi-
ary, with discussions expected 
to focus on restarting negoti-
ations and exploring path-
ways to de-escalation be-
tween the two sides.

Diplomatic push  
gains momentum 
According to Iranian state 
media, the delegation led by 
Asim Munir is carrying a 
message from the United 
States and is expected to co-
ordinate the next phase of di-
alogue. Reports suggest a 
second round of talks could 
take place in the coming days 
in Islamabad, indicating a pos-
sible shift towards Pakistan as 
a venue for negotiations.

The move reflects a broader 
diplomatic push involving 
Shehbaz Sharif, who has been 
actively trying to emerge as 
'key mediator' between United 
States and Iran.

Truce uncertainty goes on
Despite these developments, 

questions remain over the sta-
tus of the ceasefire between 
Iran and the United States. A 
senior US official, quoted in 
media reports, said Washing-
ton has not formally agreed to 
extend the ceasefire, although 
backchannel engagement con-
tinues.

US President  Donald 
Trump has indicated that talks 
could resume in Pakistan 

within days, further adding to 
expectations of imminent dip-
lomatic activity. However, the 
absence of a formal agree-
ment underscores the fragile 
nature of the current situation.

High stakes, regional role
The visit by Asim Munir 
highlights Pakistan’s growing 
diplomatic role as a conduit 
between competing powers. 
With tensions still simmering, 
the outcome of these engage-
ments could prove crucial in 
determining whether the re-
gion moves towards renewed 
dialogue or further confronta-
tion.

As preparations for the next 
round of talks gather pace, all 
eyes will be on Islamabad’s 
ability to bridge differences 
and bring both sides back to 
the negotiating table.

There will be “no deal” with 
Iran if it continues to pursue a 
nuclear weapon. They cannot 

have a nuclear weapon.
—Donald Trump, US President

BLOCKADE  
'FULLY IMPLEMENTED'

The US military said 
overnight that its block-
ade of Iranian ports "has 
been fully implemented" 
and that "US forces have 
completely halted eco-
nomic trade going into 
and out of Iran by sea." 

IRAN THREATENS  
RETALIATION

Iran’s armed forces threat-
ened to block shipping from 
the Persian Gulf, the Sea of 

Oman and the Red Sea if 
the US continues its block-
ade and “creates insecurity 

for Iranian commercial 
ships and oil tankers.”

Finance ministers urge US, 
Israel, Iran to uphold truce

Iran: Will block Red Sea if 
Hormuz siege goes on

LONDON
 

Finance ministers from 
countries including the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Japan and Aus-
tralia on Wednesday urged 
the United States, Israel and 
Iran to fully implement a 
ceasefire and warned of risks 
to the global economy.

“We welcome the recent 
announcement of a cease-
fire… and call on all parties to 
implement the ceasefire in 
full,” the ministers said in a 
joint statement.

The ministers -- from the 
United Kingdom, Australia, 
Japan, Sweden, the Nether-

lands, Finland, Spain, Nor-
way, the Republic of Ireland, 
Poland and New Zealand -- 
warned that “renewed hostil-
ities, a widening of the con-
flict or continued disruption 
in the Strait of Hormuz 
would pose serious addition-
al risks” to energy security 
and financial stability.

They also called for “a 
swift and lasting negotiated 
resolution” and a return to 
“free and safe transit through 
the Strait of Hormuz.”

They said they would co-
ordinate economic responses 
and support vulnerable coun-
tries affected by the crisis.

TEHRAN
 

Iran has warned that if the US 
continues its blockade of the 
Strait of Hormuz and creates 
insecurity for Iran’s commer-
cial vessels and oil tankers, it 
will consider it a prelude to a 
violation of the ceasefire and 
would consequently block all 
trade through the Persian 
Gulf, the Sea of Oman, and 
the Red Sea.

In a statement carried by 
Iranian state television, Ali 
Abdollahi, the commander 
for Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya 
Central Headquarters, the 
country’s highest operational 
command co-ordinating the 
armed forces, said that if the 

US continues its blockade 
and creates “insecurity for 
Iran’s commercial vessels 
and oil tankers”, it will “con-
stitute a prelude to a violation 
of the ceasefire”. Iran’s armed 
forces would consequently not 
allow any exports or imports 
to continue in the Persian 
Gulf, the Sea of Oman, and 
the Red Sea, he warned.

“The powerful armed forc-
es of the Islamic Republic 
will not allow any exports or 
imports to continue in the 
Persian Gulf, the Sea of 
Oman, and the Red Sea,” said 
Abdollahi. Blockading the 
Red Sea would likely involve 
the Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
in Yemen.

Iranian supertanker passes Hormuz test despite US blockade
A sanctioned Iranian supertanker has reportedly crossed the Strait of Hormuz 

without interference, in what Iranian state media described as a direct challenge 
to US sanctions and military pressure in the region amid the war. As per reports, 
the vessel, identified as a very large crude carrier (VLCC) capable of transport-
ing up to two million barrels of oil, transited the crucial waterway openly with 

its tracking system switched on. The tanker entered Iranian waters “without any 
concealment” and completed its journey “without the slightest disturbance”.

What’s happening
n �British Prime Minister Keir Starmer says UK will not be dragged into Iran war

n �European 
lawmaker 
Hannah Neu-
mann says 
Iran rights 
situation 
risks being 
overlooked in 
US-Iran talks

n �Nobel Peace Prize  
laureate Shirin Ebadi  
criticizes Europe’s si-
lence on Iran repression

n �Trump says  
China agreed 
not to send 
weapons to Iran

n �Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
says Turkey working to 
extend Iran ceasefire

n �US Marines train 
aboard USS 
Tripoli enforcing 
Iran blockade

Choudhary is the new 
'Samrat' of Bihar

PATNA
 

Samrat Choudhary took oath 
as Chief Minister of Bihar on 
Wednesday. He is the first BJP 
leader to hold the CM post in 
the state.

Governor Lt Gen Syed Ata 
Hasnain (retd) administered 
the oath of office and secrecy 
to Choudhry as chief minister 
and to JD(U)'s Vijay Kumar 
Choudhary and Bijendra 
Prasad Yadav as members of 
the Council of Ministers at the 
Lok Bhawan here.

"I will immediately start 
working for the prosperity of 
the state. It should remain 
clear that Bihar will continue 
to be governed on the Mo-
di-Nitish model," Choudary 
said after the ceremony.

Top leaders of the NDA, 
including Union Ministers J 
P Nadda and Chirag Paswan, 
Nitish Kumar, and all NDA 
MLAs, attended the ceremo-
ny.

Both Vijay Kumar Choud-
hary and Yadav were part of 
the Council of ministers in the 
Nitish Kumar government. 
They are considered close to 
JD(U) supremo Kumar.

Nitish, who had served as 
Bihar CM for the past two de-
cades, resigned from CM’s 
post on Tuesday after his elec-
tion to the Rajya Sabha. Sam-
rat was chosen as the next CM 
during a meeting of the BJP 
Legislature Party.

Congratulating Choudary 
on being sworn in as the CM, 

Nitish Kumar expressed con-
fidence that under his leader-
ship, "Bihar will develop rap-
idly and join the ranks of the 
most developed states in the 
country."

PM Modi also congratulated 
Choudary and said his "grass-
roots experience will prove 
beneficial" to Bihar. "Heartiest 
congratulations and best wish-
es to Shri Samrat Chaudhary 
on taking oath as the Chief 
Minister of Bihar! His energy, 
dedication to public service, 
and grassroots experience will 
prove extremely beneficial for 
the state. I am fully confident 
that under his capable leader-
ship, while fulfilling the aspi-
rations of the people, Bihar 
will touch new heights of all-
round development," he wrote 
in a post on X.

Nitish’s son Nishant Kumar, 
who was tipped to be the new 
DyCM, reportedly refused to 
join the new Cabinet saying 
he would like to work for the 
party at the grass-roots level.

“
I will immediately 
start working for 
the prosperity of 

the state. It should 
remain clear that 

Bihar will continue 
to be governed on 

the Modi-Nitish 
model

—Samrat Choudhary, 
Bihar CM

The road to success
1999: �Becomes minister for first 

time in Rabri Devi-headed 
RJD govt.

2010: �Becomes Chief Whip of the 
RJD. 

2014: �Joins JD(U); becomes minis-
ter in Jitan Ram Manjhi govt. 

2017: ���Joins BJP. 
2018: Becomes Bihar BJP president.
2021: �Becomes Panchayati Raj Min-

ister in Nitish Govt
2024: �When Nitish dumped RJD 

and rejoined NDA in January 
2024, Samrat becomes DyCM 
as well as Finance Minister.

2025: �Becomes Nitish’s deputy 
again and gets Home portfo-
lio, thereby becoming the 
second most powerful politi-
cian in Bihar.

2026: SCRIPTS 
SEVERAL RECORDS
n �Becomes first BJP chief 

minister in Bihar, the only 
state in the Hindi heart-
land where the saffron 
camp had failed to have 
its own CM

n �He equaled the feat of 
Bharat Ratna Karpoori 
Thakur, who became CM 
after being elevated from 
DyCM post in 1970

n �The second CM from the 
Koeri community, the sec-
ond most influential OBCs 
after Yadavs. Earlier, 
Satish Prasad Singh, also 
a Koeri, had become Bihar 
CM in 1968 but only for 
five days.

MLA Vinay Kulkarni convicted in Yogesh Gowda murder case
BENGALURU

 
A Special Court for MPs and 
MLAs on Wednesday found 
Congress MLA Vinay Kulkar-
ni guilty in the 2016 murder of 
BJP leader Yogesh Gowda.

Along with him, 16 others 
were found guilty. Two other 
accused were acquitted by 
Judge Santhosh Gajanan Bhat.

The court will pronounce 
the quantum of punishment on 
Thursday (April 16).

The court convicted Kulkar-

ni for charges of murder and 
criminal conspiracy, but ac-
quitted him for charges under 
the Arms Act.

The case pertains to the kill-
ing of BJP Zilla Panchayat 
member Yogesh Gowda in 
Dharwad on June 15, 2016. 

After the case was transferred 
to the CBI, the central agency 
filed a second additional 
charge sheet including Vinay 
Kulkarni as an accused for the 
offences under IPC sections 
120B, 143, 147, 148, 302 and 
under section 25 read with 
sections 3, 5, 8 and 29 of the 
Arms Act.

On August 11, 2021, the 
Apex Court had granted bail 
to Kulkarni, which was subse-
quently cancelled by the Apex 
Court itself on June 6, 2025.

8 dead, 21 hurt as 
bus overturns in 
Fatehgarh Sahib

CHANDIGARH
 

Eight pilgrims were killed and 
21 others injured after a bus 
carrying devotees returning 
from Anandpur Sahib over-
turned in Punjab’s Fatehgarh 
Sahib late Tuesday night.

The accident occurred 
near Himmatpura on the 
Morinda-Chunni road in the 
Bassi Pathana area at around 
10 pm, when the devotees—
residents of Main Majri vil-
lage—were returning after 
paying obeisance on the oc-
casion of Baisakhi.

Initially, six people, includ-
ing a woman, died, while 21 
others were injured. Two more 
victims later succumbed to 
their injuries at Post Graduate 
Institute of Medical Education 
and Research. Around 40 peo-
ple were travelling in the bus at 
the time of the incident.

BENGALURU: Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Wednesday 

submitted a five-page memorandum 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

outlining 18 "long-pending" projects 
of the state which require the 

Centre's “urgent attention”. 
The memorandum was handed over 
after the CM received the PM at HAL 
Airport in Bengaluru during his visit to 
the state to attend a programme at 

the Adichunchanagiri Mutt.

Siddu welcomes Modi with charter of demands
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Resident complaint snowballs into civic issue; GBA notice ignored, no action on ground
BENGALURU

 
What began as a single resi-
dent’s complaint over unau-
thorised commercial activity 
in a quiet Koramangala neigh-
bourhood has now escalated 
into a larger civic concern, 
with authorities yet to enforce 
action despite issuing notices.

Gilbert Millicent Nathan, a 
resident of 4th Block, Kora-
mangala, had approached of-
ficials in November 2025, 
alleging that a residential 
building on 3rd Cross, 16th 

Main Road was being used by 
a private EV battery firm for 
research, testing, and assem-
bly operations. According to 
him, the activity has led to 
congestion, safety risks, and 
invasion of privacy.

He said the situation has 
worsened over the past two 
years with the firm employing 
over 40 staff. 

“There are frequent distur-
bances, including late-night 
gatherings. The safety of my 
daughters has become a seri-
ous concern. 

The company is neither re-
specting our privacy nor fol-
lowing civic norms,” he al-
leged.

The matter was taken up by 
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA), whose Health 
Officer for the BTM Zone is-
sued a formal notice on Octo-
ber 11, 2025. 

The notice confirmed that 
commercial operations were 
being carried out in a residen-
tial zone and cited complaints 
of noise and air pollution.

Following an inspection, 

authorities found prima facie 
merit in the allegations and 
directed the firm to cease op-
erations within seven days. 
The notice warned of strict 
action, including closure, in 
case of non-compliance.

However, months after the 
directive, residents allege that 
no concrete action has been 
taken on the ground. The firm 
is reportedly continuing its 
operations, raising concerns 
about enforcement lapses.

A senior GBA official ac-
knowledged the delay, stating 

that multiple notices had been 
issued but the company had 
not complied. “We will take 
strict action soon. 

The firm claims to have ob-
tained NOCs from residents 
and approvals from various 
departments, which we are 
currently verifying,” the offi-
cial said.

Residents say the inaction 
has eroded confidence in civ-
ic authorities and are now de-
manding immediate interven-
tion to restore the residential 
character of the locality.

COMPLAINTS IGNORED

QUICK READ

Hydro ganja worth Rs 
9.1 crore seized at 
Bengaluru airport

Collegium clears 
3 High 

Court judges

Student excels in
II PU exam with

 97.33 percent

BENGALURU
Customs officials seized 
26.2 kg of high-value hy-
droponic ganja from pas-

sengers arriving from 
Bangkok at Kempegowda 
International Airport Ter-
minal 2, with the contra-

band valued at Rs 9.1 
crore. The drugs were 

concealed in checked-in 
baggage and detected 

through targeted profiling 
and surveillance. In the 

biggest haul, two passen-
gers carried 17.9 kg worth 

Rs 6.3 crore. Other sei-
zures included 4.9 kg, 1.8 
kg, and 1.5 kg in separate 
cases. All accused were 

arrested under the NDPS 
Act. Officials said the sei-
zures highlight rising or-
ganised smuggling via 

Southeast Asian routes.

BENGALURU
The Supreme Court Col-

legium has recommended 
the elevation of three ju-

dicial officers from Karna-
taka as High Court judges. 
The decision was taken at 

a meeting chaired by 
Chief Justice of India 

Surya Kant. The officers 
recommended are Rajes-

hwari Narayana Hegde, 
Kedambadi Ganesh 

Shanti and Mahadevappa 
Bringesh. The proposal 
will now be sent to the 

Centre for final approval 
and appointment. Cur-

rently, only 45 judges are 
serving against the sanc-

tioned strength of 62 
across Karnataka High 

Court benches. Even after 
these appointments, 14 
vacancies will remain, 

highlighting the need to 
fill judicial posts.

BENGALURU
S Manoj, a student of Kar-

nataka Hindi Prachara 
Samithi College (KHPS), 
Jayanagar, has achieved 
an outstanding score of 
584 marks (97.33 per-

cent) in the II PUC exami-
nation in the PCMB 

stream. His performance 
is among the top results 
from the institution this 

year, reflecting consistent 
hard work and academic 

dedication. Manoj’s 
achievement has brought 

pride to the college and 
inspired fellow students. 
The Principal and man-
agement of the college 

congratulated him on his 
success and wished him 

the very best for his future 
academic pursuits.

Wonderla unveils Terrea, a nature-themed urban resort
TRANSFORMED PROPERTY OFFERS IMMERSIVE STAYS, PREMIUM DESIGN, AND VERSATILE EVENT SPACES

BENGALURU
 

Wonderla Holidays Ltd., In-
dia’s largest amusement park 
operator, has announced the 
launch of Terrea by Wonderla, 
a newly reimagined nature-in-
spired urban resort located 
next to the Wonderla Bengal-
uru amusement park. 

The property marks a com-
plete transformation of the 
former Wonderla Resort into 
a premium, experience-driven 
destination catering to the 
city’s growing demand for up-

scale staycations.Developed 
over nearly eight months with 
an investment of around ₹18 

crore, Terrea represents a 
ground-up overhaul of all 
guest-facing elements while 

retaining core infrastructure. 
The earlier resort, which pri-
marily served as a functional 
accommodation for park visi-
tors, has now been redesigned 
to deliver a more immersive 
and luxurious hospitality ex-
perience.

Built around an “Earthen 
Luxe” design philosophy, the 
resort introduces three distinct 
room themes and enhanced 
amenities aimed at offering 
guests a blend of comfort, de-
sign, and connection with na-
ture. 

The property also features 
multi-purpose event spaces, 
making it suitable for family 
getaways, corporate retreats, 
and social celebrations.Speak-
ing on the launch, Arun K 
Chittilappilly, Executive 
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of Wonderla Holidays 
Ltd., said the brand is expand-
ing beyond amusement parks 
into a broader hospitality eco-
system. 

He noted that while Won-
derla has entertained over 46 
million visitors across its 

parks in Bengaluru, Kochi, 
Hyderabad, Bhubaneswar and 
Chennai, Terrea represents the 
next phase of growth by ex-
tending the guest experience 
beyond park visits.

He added that Terrea com-
plements “The Isle by Won-
derla,” offering a contrasting 
yet connected experience. 
While The Isle focuses on 
tranquillity and seclusion, 
Terrea emphasises energy, de-
sign, and accessibility, togeth-
er creating a holistic leisure 
destination within Bengaluru.

Women’s reservation will reshape 
political landscape: HD Kumaraswamy
BENGALURU

 
H. D. Kumaraswamy, Union 
Minister for Industries, said 
that full implementation of 
women’s reservation will sig-
nificantly alter the country’s 
political landscape, leading to 
a redistribution of constituen-
cies and greater representation 
for women in governance.
Speaking at the JD(S) state of-
fice during the birth anniversa-
ry celebrations of B. R. 
Ambedkar, Kumaraswamy 
noted that the idea of women’s 
reservation was first pushed 
decades ago by former Prime 
Minister H. D. Deve Gowda. 
He said the proposal has now 
gained momentum under the 
leadership of Narendra Modi, 
with the Centre moving to-
ward implementing 33 percent 
reservation for women.Ku-

maraswamy explained that 
once the policy is fully rolled 
out, it will result in a reorgan-
isation of Lok Sabha and As-
sembly constituencies. In Kar-
nataka, he said, the number of 
Lok Sabha seats could rise to 
42, while Assembly constitu-
encies are also expected to in-
crease accordingly.He urged 
party workers to strengthen the 
organisation at all levels in 
preparation for these changes. 
Emphasising the importance 
of inclusivity, he said the party 
would encourage greater par-
ticipation of women candi-
dates in upcoming Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections.At the 
same time, Kumaraswamy 
cautioned party workers 
against raising personal slo-
gans at events meant to honour 
national leaders. Referring to 
supporters chanting his name, 

he said it was inappropriate to 
promote individuals during 
Ambedkar Jayanti celebra-
tions and stressed that such 
occasions should focus on up-
holding Ambedkar’s ideals 
and principles.He called on 
party members to build a 
strong organisational structure 
from the grassroots, including 

village, hobli, and polling 
booth levels, and to work as a 
voice .

“We should build the party by including all 
communities and creating a strong cadre 
at every level. Our aim should be to repre-
sent the exploited and voiceless, which is 
the true message of Dr B R Ambedkar. 
However, some people merely carry the 
Constitution’s preamble for propaganda,” 
Kumaraswamy said.
Several party leaders, including M Krishna Reddy, K An-
nadani, Venkatarao Nadagouda, T A Saravana, T N Javarai-
gowda, H M Ramesh Gowda, and K A Thippeswamy, were 
present at the event.

Union Minister says full 
implementation will 
trigger constituency 

redistribution and boost 
women’s participation

Equality must 
reach everyone, 

says retired judge 
Gopal S Shetty

BENGALURU
 

Retired District and Sessions 
Judge Gopal S Shetty empha-
sised that equality, the corner-
stone of the Constitution, 
must be accessible to every 
citizen. 

He was speaking at the 
135th birth anniversary cele-
brations of B. R. Ambedkar 
and the 10th National Techni-
cal Exhibition held at AIT 
College in Mallathahalli.

Highlighting the intent be-
hind constitutional provisions, 
Shetty said reservation was 
introduced to ensure equal op-
portunities for historically 
oppressed sections and should 
not be viewed as an act of 
charity. “Reservation is not a 
gift of mercy but a tool to 
achieve social justice,” he 
said, urging people to uphold 
the ideals of great leaders in 
their daily lives.

Advocate Sahana Gopal 

noted that women are entitled 
to equal rights and opportuni-
ties under the Constitution. 
She stressed that when such 
rights are denied, women 
must assert themselves and 
demand justice. 

She also pointed out that 
constitutional guarantees 
should be seen as rights, not 
concessions.

PVP Trust Secretary M Ma-
hadev raised concerns about 
the implementation of the 
women’s reservation policy, 
stating that it remains to be 
seen whether its benefits will 
reach ordinary women or re-
main limited to political fam-
ilies. He underscored the im-
portance of education in em-
powering women.

Trustees B N Umesh and S 
Shivamallu, along with Dr 
Patnaik, Dr Shiva Prakash, 
Principal Mahalinga V Mandi 
and others, were present at the 
event.

HC notice to govt over plea to 
retain Solur hobli in Magadi taluk
BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka High Court 
has issued notices to the state 
government on a petition 
seeking directions to retain 
Solur hobli within Magadi ta-
luk, opposing its transfer to 
Bengaluru Rural district un-
der Nelamangala taluk juris-
diction.A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Vibhu 
Bakhru and Justice C. M. 
Poonacha heard the Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed 

by  f a rmers ,  i nc lud ing 
82-year-old Honnasiddaya 
from Haiganahalli village in 
Magadi taluk. The court di-
rected the Principal Secretary 
of the Revenue Department 
and Deputy Commissioners 
of Bengaluru Rural and Ben-
galuru South districts to file 
their objections, and ad-
journed further hearing.

The petitioners argued that 
residents of Solur hobli have 
long depended on Magadi 
town for essential services 

such as revenue offices, 
courts, hospitals, and other 
government facilities. They 
pointed out that Magadi is lo-
cated within 2 to 18 kilome-
tres from the villages in the 
hobli, making it easily acces-
sible.However, following the 
government’s decision, resi-
dents are now required to 
travel nearly 68 kilometres to 
Devanahalli for district-level 
services. Petitioners high-
lighted the lack of adequate 
public transport.

Kumaraswamy fears sinking 
JDS, says MLA S T Somashekar

BENGALURU
 

BJP MLA S. T. Somashekar 
hit out at Union Minister H. 
D. Kumaraswamy, alleging 
that his remarks about the 
JD(S) being a “sinking ship” 
reflect fear about the party’s 
future.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of sewerage construction 
works undertaken by the Ban-
galore Water Supply and 
S e w e r a g e  B o a r d  i n 
Nagadevanahalli ward of Ye-
shwantpur constituency, So-
mashekar accused Kumaras-
wamy of past political deci-
sions coming back to haunt 
him. He referred to the period 
when N. Dharam Singh was 
Chief Minister, alleging that 
self-serving political moves 
had weakened alliances.

Somashekar also responded 
to Kumaraswamy’s remarks 
made at a recent JD(S) Janata 
Samavesha, where the latter 
described his own party as a 
“sinking ship.” He said lead-
ers from both Congress and 
JD(S) had failed to address 
the concerns of MLAs during 
the coalition government, 
which led to several leaders 
shifting allegiance.

“During the coalition peri-
od, leaders stayed away from 
ground realities and did not 
respond to our issues or sup-
port constituency develop-
ment. That is why many of us 
were compelled to join the 
BJP,” he said, adding that the 
fall of the coalition govern-
ment was not the responsibil-
ity of a few individuals alone.

Highlighting his own work, 

Somashekar said he has prior-
itised development in Yesh-
wantpur constituency by ad-
dressing the needs of resi-
dents. He also claimed to 
have successfully organised 
large-scale political events, 
including a gathering of over 
one lakh people during visits 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah.With Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA) 
elections approaching, he said 
political parties are actively 
organising programmes, while 
he continues to focus on de-
velopment work in the con-
stituency.Nagadevanahalli 
ward president Prakash Gow-
da, Congress leaders Chetan 
Gowda and Devaraj, and 
BWSSB officials were pres-
ent at the event.

Stranger hands 
over toddler at KR 
Market, disappears 

without trace
BENGALURU

 
A routine visit to KR Market 
turned into a distressing inci-
dent for a 50-year-old woman 
after an unidentified man 
handed over a toddler to her 
and vanished, prompting a 
police investigation into sus-
pected child abandonment.

According to a complaint 
filed by Radha, a resident of 
Prakash Nagar, she had gone 
to KR Market with her sister 
Parvati on April 9 to purchase 
flowers, fruits, and vegeta-
bles. Around 7 pm, after fin-
ishing part of their shopping, 
Radha was resting near a 
shelter while her sister re-
turned to the market.

At that time, an unknown 
man dressed in a lungi and 
carrying a one-and-a-half-
year-old child approached 
Radha. He requested her to 
hold the toddler briefly, 
claiming he would return after 
collecting his luggage. Trust-
ing him, she agreed, but the 
man never came back.

As time passed, Radha 
grew anxious. 

When her sister returned, 
the duo searched the area but 
failed to locate the man. They 
then took the child to the City 
Market police station and ex-
plained the situation.Police 
attempted to communicate 
with the child in different lan-
guages but could not gather 
any information about his 
identity or parents. During the 
process, officers noticed a 
note tied around the toddler’s 
neck with a black thread. 

Guarantee schemes will drive Cong 
win in civic polls: Salim Ahmed

BENGALURU
 

Legislative Council Chief 
Whip Salim Ahmed said the 
State government’s guarantee 
schemes will act as a strong 
foundation for the Congress 
party’s success in the upcom-
ing municipal corporation 
elections under the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA).

Speaking at a Booth Level 
Agent (BLA) training pro-
gramme for Congress workers 
in the Mahalaxmi Layout As-
sembly constituency, Ahmed 
urged party cadres to begin 
preparations immediately for 
the five civic body polls. He 
said the government has suc-
cessfully implemented the 
five guarantees promised 
during the Assembly elec-
tions, which have improved 
the quality of life for people 
across the state.

“These guarantee schemes 

will be the key to our victory. 
They have reached house-
holds and are making a tangi-
ble difference,” he said, call-
ing on workers to highlight 
these achievements among 
voters.

Ahmed added that the gov-
ernment, led by Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief Minister D. K. Shivaku-
mar, is committed to inclusive 
development and ensuring 
equal opportunities for all 
sections of society.Targeting 
the BJP, he criticised the Cen-
tre for allegedly failing to de-
liver on key promises made 
over the past decade. Refer-
ring to assurances made by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, including doubling 
farmers’ income, creating 
jobs, curbing corruption, and 
bringing back black money, 
Ahmed claimed that people 
have been disappointed.
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Forum opposes closure of rural Kannada schools in Bidar
BIDAR

 
The Government School De-
velopment Forum has op-
posed the proposed closure of 
Kannada-medium govern-
ment schools in rural areas, 
raising concerns during an 
event held to mark the birth 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f 
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Swapnadeep, a district func-
tionary of the Rural Labour-
ers’ Organizat ion,  said 
Ambedkar’s message of “Ed-
ucate, Organize, Agitate” re-
mains highly relevant today, 

emphasizing that education 
must be given top priority for 
social progress.

He alleged that instead of 
strengthening government 
schools, the state is moving 
towards shutting down Kan-
nada-medium institutions and 
introducing a centralized 
“public school” model, where 
one school would serve five 
villages with transportation 
facilities.The forum strongly 
opposed this proposal, stating 
that it would create serious 
difficulties for children from 
rural and economically weak-
er families. Members pointed 

out that even accessing near-
by schools is already a chal-
lenge in many villages, and 
long-distance travel for edu-
cation would further discour-
age attendance.

The forum demanded that 
the government withdraw the 
proposal immediately and in-
stead strengthen the existing 
public education system. Key 
demands included filling va-
cant teaching posts with sub-
ject-wise appointments, im-
proving infrastructure such as 
classrooms, drinking water, 
toilets, and playgrounds, and 
ensuring proper implementa-

tion of the Right to Education 
(RTE) Act.

They also stressed that 
neighbourhood schools 
should be maintained, with 
primary schools for Classes 1 
to 5 within close reach and 
upper primary schools within 
a 3-km radius. The group fur-
ther called for a white paper 
on education reforms to en-
sure transparency.

The event saw participation 
from rural workers, Dalit 
women, nomadic communi-
ties, and Adivasi families, 
who expressed support for the 
demands.

KANNADA SCHOOLS PROTEST

QUICK READ

Official conducts 
surprise inspection of 

fertilizer godowns 

Gold, cash worth K4.67 
lakh stolen in 

house burglary

Yashodha Nursing 
College celebrates 
Ambedkar Jayanti

Yadgiri
The Joint Director of Agri-
culture, Ratendranath Su-
gur, conducted a surprise 

inspection of fertilizer 
storage godowns and re-
tail outlets in Surpur town 
of Yadgiri district. During 
the visit, he reviewed the 
stock availability of key 
fertilizers such as urea 
and DAP and collected 

detailed information from 
shop owners regarding 
supply, storage condi-
tions, and distribution 

practices. He instructed 
dealers to properly man-

age existing stocks in 
preparation for the up-

coming monsoon season, 
noting that most crops 
are currently in the har-

vesting stage. He empha-
sized that fertilizer distri-

bution for the next season 
must be strictly carried 

out based on land records 
available in the ‘K-Kisan’ 

software. He also directed 
shop owners to follow 
regulations and ensure 

smooth access for farm-
ers, who have been ad-

vised to carry their Farmer 
ID and Aadhaar card 

while purchasing 
fertilizers.

Kalaburagi
A burglary involving gold 
ornaments, silver items, 

and cash worth K4.67 lakh 
has been reported in Kal-
aburagi under the Univer-
sity Police Station limits. 
The incident occurred at 
the residence of Akshay 
Poojari, a First Division 

Assistant working at the 
Regional Commissioner’s 
office, located in Honnalli 

Layout near Shahabad 
Road. According to the 

complaint, Akshay, along 
with his mother Kavita 

and relatives, had gone to 
their native village Much-
khed on April 9 for a fami-
ly function. When they re-
turned on the evening of 

April 11, they found the 
main door lock broken. In-

side, the cupboard had 
also been forced open 

and valuables were miss-
ing. The stolen items in-

clude gold rings, earrings, 
a mangalsutra, silver arti-

cles, and K1,60,000 in 
cash. A case has been 

registered and police in-
vestigation is 

underway.

Vijayapura
The birth anniversary of 
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was 

celebrated with devotion 
and enthusiasm at Yas-

hodha Nursing College in 
Vijayapura city. The pro-
gramme was presided 

over by Y. Y. Kadabagavi, 
while Administrative Of-
ficer Ramesh Choudhary 

attended as the chief 
guest. Principal Gurugita 

Pasode welcomed the 
gathering. The event be-
gan with the lighting of 
the lamp, followed by a 

cake-cutting ceremony. In 
her address, Kadabagavi 
highlighted Dr. Ambed-
kar’s life, achievements, 
and struggle for higher 
education, noting the 

support he received from 
the Maharaja of Baroda. 

She described him as one 
of the most highly edu-
cated scholars and em-

phasized his role in draft-
ing the Indian Constitu-

tion. She also spoke 
about his contribution to 

women’s rights and social 
reforms.
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DC urges students to stay 
consistent for success

Vijayapura DC Dr. Anand K. advised students to stay consistent and 
disciplined during a felicitation programme.

VIJAYAPURA
 

Students must remain consis-
tent and dedicated in their 
studies to achieve academic 
excellence and lead a success-
ful life, said Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Anand K. while 
addressing a felicitation cere-
mony held in the city on 
Wednesday.

The district administration 
organized a programme at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice auditorium to honour 
meritorious students who se-
cured top ranks in the district 
in the II PUC examinations 
held in March 2026.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Anand K. emphasized that 

students who begin their stud-
ies with interest from the be-
ginning of the academic year 
are more likely to succeed in 
examinations. He advised stu-
dents to develop disciplined 
study habits, thoroughly un-
derstand subjects, and regu-
larly revise lessons along with 
self-assessment to strengthen 
retention.

He also highlighted the im-
portance of balancing aca-
demics with extracurricular 
activities. According to him, 
participation in sports and 
other interests helps reduce 
stress and improves learning 
efficiency.

In the commerce stream, 
Pragya Galagali of St. Jo-
seph’s PU College secured the 

first rank in the district, fol-
lowed by Sarvajna Gurjala of 
V.B. Darbar PU College in 
second place and Kanisha Ka-
malesh Porwal of B.M. Patil 
College in third place.

In the science stream, Nu-
zhat Fatima Talikoti of Radi-
ant PU College secured first 
rank, while Lakshmi Parasap-
pa Adigimani of Oxford PU 
College stood second. The 
third rank was shared by two 
students from Shantiniketan 
PU College and Oxford PU 
College.Officials, educators, 
parents, and students attended 
the event, which concluded 
with the felicitation of achiev-
ers for their academic perfor-
mance.

BJP Women’s wing 
holds walkathon 
supporting Nari 

Shakti Vandan Act
RAICHUR

 
The district women’s wing of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) organised a massive 
walkathon in the city to ex-
press support for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s deci-
sion to implement the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Act, which 
provides 33% reservation for 
women in the Lok Sabha and 
State Assemblies.

The programme began with 
special prayers at the Sri 
Nandeeshwara Temple. Fol-
lowing the prayers, women 
activists took out a walkathon 
from the temple premises to 
Babu Jagjivanram Circle near 
the railway station. The par-
ticipants concluded the pro-
cession by paying floral trib-
utes to Babu Jagjivan Ram by 
garlanding his statue.

Speaking on the occasion, 
BJP leader Ashwini Santosh 
welcomed the initiative, stat-
ing that the Act would create 
greater opportunities for 
women to actively participate 
in politics and strengthen their 
representation in governance.
The walkathon saw enthusias-
tic participation from hun-
dreds of women activists and 

college students, reflecting 
strong public engagement 
with the issue of women’s 
empowerment. Participants 
carried placards and raised 
slogans supporting increased 
political representation for 
women.

Prominent BJP leaders, in-
cluding Sulochana Alkur, 
Seetha Nayak, Pushpa Suma-
ti Shastri, Ashwini, Nivedita, 
Sangeetha, Vanishree, Sunita 
Patil, and Lakshmi Radha, 
were present during the event.

The rally highlighted grow-
ing support among women for 
legislative measures aimed at 
ensuring gender equality and 
empowerment in political de-
cision-making, with organ-
isers stating that such reforms 
would strengthen democracy 
and encourage greater partic-
ipation of women in public 
life.

BJP women’s wing in 
Raichur held a walkathon 

supporting the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Act, 

highlighting women’s 
political empowerment 

and participation in 
governance.

Kalaburagi district is facing severe heatwave conditions as 
temperatures soar to 44°C, prompting an orange alert.

Kalaburagi district experiences 
intense heat conditions 

KALABURAGI
 

The district is experiencing 
intense heat conditions, with 
the maximum temperature 
reaching a scorching 44°C, 
causing concern among resi-
dents and authorities. 

In response, the district ad-
ministration has issued an or-
ange alert starting on Wednes-
day, warning that heatwave 
conditions are likely to wors-
en in the coming days.

The India Meteorological 
Department has also forecast 
a further rise in temperatures, 
urging people to remain cau-
tious. Authorities have ad-
vised residents to avoid out-
door activities between 12 
noon and 4 pm, when heat 
intensity is at its peak. Chil-
dren and the elderly are re-
ported to be the most affected 
due to the extreme weather 
and hot winds sweeping 
across the region.Despite the 

official alert, criticism has 
been directed at the Kalabur-
agi City Municipal Corpora-
tion for alleged inaction in 
implementing basic heat mit-
igation measures. As per 
guidelines, civic bodies are 
expected to sprinkle water on 
major roads during extreme 
temperatures, set up ORS dis-
tribution centres at busy junc-
tions, and provide shade at 
traffic signals for public re-
lief.Residents have expressed 
dissatisfaction, stating that no 

visible preventive steps have 
been taken to reduce the im-
pact of the heatwave or ensure 
public safety.Assistant Scien-
tist Prajwal Pathak has reiter-
ated that high temperatures are 
expected to persist and ad-
vised citizens to take neces-
sary precautions. Meanwhile, 
D r.  R a j u  K u l a g e r i  o f 
Basaveshwara Hospital urged 
people to stay hydrated, avoid 
direct sun exposure, and seek 
immediate medical help in 
case of heat-related symptoms.

Controversy 
over Ambedkar 

Jayanti 
remarks 

VIJAYAPURA
 

A controversy has erupted in 
Vijayapura after incorrect 
statements were reportedly 
made by some Congress lead-
ers during the 135th birth an-
niversary celebrations of Dr. 
B. R. Ambedkar. 

While the district observed 
the occasion with enthusiasm 
and large-scale commemora-
tions, the remarks by a few 
local leaders have sparked 
criticism and public debate.

According to reports, for-
mer city municipal council 
member Abdul Razak Horti 
allegedly referred to the event 
as the “139th birth anniversa-
ry” of Dr. Ambedkar. In an-
other instance, the Congress 
district women’s president is 
said to have mentioned it as 
the “130th birth anniversary” 
during the same programme. 

The conflicting statements 
created confusion among at-
tendees and quickly drew at-
tention on social media.

Grand Rathotsava celebrates 
Kottala Basaveshwara jatra 

KALABURAGI
 

The annual Jatra Mahotsava at 
Kottala Basaveshwara Temple 
in Sedam was celebrated with 
great devotion, tradition, and 
grandeur, drawing thousands 
of devotees from across the 
region.

The temple premises wore a 
festive look from early morn-
ing, with elaborate arrange-
ments for special rituals in-
cluding abhisheka, maha poo-
ja, and floral decorations of-
fered to Lord Basaveshwara. 
The entire complex was deco-
rated with flowers, festoons, 
and vibrant lighting, creating a 
spiritual and celebratory atmo-
sphere.A major highlight of 
the festival was the Agni 
Pravesha ritual, performed in 
the morning, which attracted 
large crowds. Devotees, in-
cluding women and youth, 
participated in the fire-walking 
ritual as an expression of deep 

faith and devotion, while 
chants and religious slogans 
echoed throughout the temple 
surroundings.In the evening, 
the grand Rathotsava (chariot 
procession) was held with tra-
ditional fervour. The beautiful-
ly decorated chariot was wor-
shipped before being pulled by 
thousands of devotees chant-
ing “Kottala Basaveshwara 
Maharaj ki Jai.” Devotees also 
offered puffed rice and banan-
as to the chariot as a mark of 
reverence.The procession 
moved through the temple 

streets amid devotional songs 
and enthusiastic participation 
from the gathered crowd, re-
flecting the strong cultural and 
spiritual significance of the 
event.Elaborate security ar-
rangements were made by the 
police department to ensure 
smooth conduct of the festival. 
The local administration also 
provided essential facilities 
such as drinking water, traffic 
regulation, and medical assis-
tance for devotees.Prominent 
religious leaders, including 
Sadashiva Mahaswami, Shi-
vashankareswara Shivacharya 
of Shivashankar Math, and 
Panchakshara Mahaswami of 
Halappayya Virakta Math, 
along with community elders, 
participated in the celebra-
tions.

The event concluded peace-
fully, leaving devotees spiritu-
ally enriched and reaffirming 
the region’s deep-rooted reli-
gious traditions.

Minister extends aid 
to fire victim’s family 
KALABURAGI

 
Karnataka Minister for Medi-
cal Education Dr. Sha-
ranaprakash Patil visited Ran-
jol village in Sedam taluk to 
console the family affected by 
a recent fire accident and ex-
tended financial assistance to 
them.

The minister visited the res-
idence of Basavaraj Arakeri, 
whose house was completely 
gutted in a fire mishap. He 
interacted with the grieving 
family members, expressed 
his condolences, and assured 
them of full government sup-
port during this difficult time.

Dr. Patil instructed the local 
taluk administration to submit 
a detailed report on the extent 
of damage caused by the inci-
dent. He also directed offi-
cials to investigate the exact 
cause of the fire and take ap-
propriate action to prevent 
similar occurrences in the fu-

ture. During the visit, the 
minister personally provided 
financial assistance to the af-
fected family as an immediate 
relief measure. Congress lead-
er Satish Reddy Patil also 
submitted a memorandum 
requesting adequate compen-
sation from the government 
for the loss suffered by the 
family.

The minister assured that 
necessary steps had already 
been initiated and instructed 
the Tahsildar to expedite the 
process. He added that further 
relief would be sanctioned 
promptly based on the official 
assessment report.Block Con-
gress President Shivasharan 
Reddy Patil and several local 
leaders accompanied the min-
ister during the visit. The ges-
ture was seen as an effort to 
provide both emotional sup-
port and administrative assur-
ance to the affected family in 
the aftermath of the tragedy.

Sainik School Bijapur 
hosts Inter-House 

Hockey tournament 
valedictory

VIJAYAPURA
 

The valedictory ceremony of 
the Inter-House Hockey Tour-
nament was held at Sainik 
School Bijapur, at the institu-
tion’s astro turf hockey field, 
marking the successful conclu-
sion of the sporting event.The 
programme witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from cadets 
and faculty members, reflect-
ing the school’s strong empha-
sis on sports and physical edu-
cation. Vijayapura Superinten-
dent of Police Lakshman B. 
Nimbargi attended the event as 
the chief guest.Addressing the 
gathering, he highlighted the 
importance of sports in shap-
ing discipline, leadership, and 
character among students. He 
noted that games like hockey 
instill teamwork, resilience, 
and a spirit of healthy compe-
tition, which are essential 
qualities for future leaders. 



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   APRIL 16, 2026
STATE4

KALABURAGI

Shivamogga Residents protest contaminated water supply issue
SHIVAMOGGA

Residents of Shivamogga pro-
tested outside the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office alleg-
ing contaminated drinking 
water supply in several city 
areas. The protest was held 
under the banner of Shiva-
mogga Nagarikara Hitarak-
shana Vedikegala Okkuta, a 
citizen welfare federation.

Residents said they have 
been receiving polluted water 
for the past few days, affect-
ing health and forcing them to 

spend money on cleaning 
tanks. They alleged that offi-
cials from the Urban Water 
Supply Board often respond 
by blaming heavy rains in-
stead of addressing the issue 
properly.

K. V. Vasanth Kumar, gen-
eral secretary of the federa-
tion, said filter units were 
filled with silt and poorly 
maintained by authorities. He 
demanded water samples be 
tested in laboratories to ensure 
safe drinking water for citi-
zens across the city. The fo-

rum also said the city current-
ly receives 84 million litres of 

water daily and future demand 
may rise significantly.

They warned that capacity 
must be increased and water 
quality laboratories estab-
lished to prevent future health 
risks. The protesters submit-
ted a memorandum to the 
Deputy Commissioner seek-
ing immediate intervention 
and improved monitoring sys-
tems.

The residents urged the dis-
trict administration to take 
urgent steps to clean water 
supply systems, improve 
maintenance of filter units, 
and conduct regular laborato-

ry testing. They said repeated 
complaints have been ignored 
and the issue is growing 
worse during rainy days. 
They warned that if corrective 
action is not taken immediate-
ly, public health in Shivamog-
ga city will be at serious risk. 
They also demanded long 
term planning to expand wa-
ter supply capacity, strengthen 
monitoring, and ensure ac-
countability of officials re-
sponsible for safe drinking 
water supply across all wards 
in the city going forward.

PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERN

QUICK READ
Honour killing 

 shock rocks Chikkodi 
village case

Police  
clarify viral photo 

chain theft case

Madikeri MLA  
honors Ambedkar 
legacy day event

Chikkodi
Police in Chikkodi suspect 
an honour killing in which 

a married woman, Sat-
yavva Helavi, was poi-

soned and later burnt to 
destroy evidence after 

she went with her lover. 
Three relatives, including 

her uncle and brother, 
have been arrested by 

Yamakanamaradi police 
after investigation into the 
crime. The victim had left 
her husband and was liv-
ing with her partner when 
family members brought 
her back and later alleg-
edly forced her to con-

sume poison during a dis-
pute over family honour. 
Police said the case may 
be handed to Maharash-
tra authorities for further 
legal action investigation.

Vittal
An incident of chain 

snatching involving a child 
was reported in Koda-
padu area under Vittal 
police station limits. An 
unknown person on a 

KTM bike snatched a gold 
chain weighing around 7 
grams from a 7-year-old 
child and threatened the 
child. Police registered a 
case at Vittal police sta-

tion under Crime Number 
91/2026 and Section 

309(4) of BNS 2023 and 
investigation is underway. 
Police clarified that a viral 
photo of a KTM biker cir-
culating on social media 

is not connected to the in-
cident after verification 

and questioning of the in-
dividual involved. 

Madikeri
Madikeri Congress MLA Dr 
Mantar Gowda participat-

ed in programs marking 
the 135th birth anniversa-
ry of Dr B R Ambedkar in 
Kodagu. He attended an 
event at Gandhi Bhavan 
where he offered floral 

tributes and spoke about 
equality and justice. He 

said the Constitution is a 
guiding light and called 

for supporting marginal-
ized communities. He also 
joined a program at KIMS 

Madikeri and paid re-
spects again. Students 
and officials attended 

both events. The MLA, a 
doctor himself, highlight-

ed Ambedkar’s impor-
tance in healthcare and 

education and urged peo-
ple to follow his ideals for 

an equal society. 

Historic women’s quota move sparks 
nationwide praise: Raghavendra

MP B.Y. Raghavendra called Women’s Reservation Act historic, thanked PM 
Modi, citing 33% seats and equality vision Basavanna

SHIVAMOGGA

Member of Parliament B. Y. 
Raghavendra has called the 
Women’s Reservation Act, 
which ensures 33 percent 
seats for women in Parliament 
and State Assemblies, a his-
toric and long-awaited deci-
sion. He thanked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for mak-
ing it possible.

Speaking at a press meet, 
he said the bill, which had re-
mained pending for years, 
will now be implemented af-
ter constituency redistribution 
based on the 2011 Census. A 
special three-day session of 
Parliament is set to begin 
soon to take this forward.

He described the move as a 
strong step toward respecting 
women’s power and ensuring 
equality. Referring to the 
teachings of Basavanna, he 
said the law reflects ideals of 
justice and equal rights for 

women. He added that this is 
not just a legal change but a 
proud moment for the coun-
try.

Raghavendra noted that 
women have struggled for de-
cades for fair representation, 

and this decision marks a ma-
jor victory. He said the new 
system could increase Lok 
Sabha seats from 543 to 
around 850, with nearly 270 
seats reserved for women.

He also dismissed claims 
that the move is politically 
motivated, calling it a consti-
tutional and meaningful re-
form. The MP confirmed his 
participation in the upcoming 
Parl iament session and 
thanked women voters of Shi-
vamogga for their support.

He further spoke about lo-
cal issues, including efforts to 
continue IndiGo flight ser-
vices and ongoing railway 
terminal work, assuring com-
pletion soon.

Ambedkar Theme Park 
planned in Mysuru Ilawala

MYSURU

Social Welfare and district in-
charge Minister Dr. H. C. Ma-
hadevappa said a theme park 
will be built at Ilawala hobli 
in Mysuru to showcase the 
life, struggle and ideas of Dr. 
B. R. Ambedkar. He said 10 
acres of land has been re-
served for the project and of-
ficials have been told to pre-
pare DPR and blueprints with 
required funds. He added that 
the park should explain 
Ambedkar’s struggle Consti-
tution making and social jus-
tice ideas in simple language 
for common people. 

He instructed that events 
from Ambedkar’s life from 
birth to death along with con-
tributions of Sahu Maharaja 
and Nalvadi Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar should also be in-
cluded. He said Mysuru is a 
tourist city and the park 
should attract visitors with in-
novative design and meaning-
ful displays. He said citizens 
should remember Dr. Ambed-
kar before using their consti-
tutional rights and appreciate 
the Constitution given by 
him. 

Officials including Deputy 
Commissioner G. Laxmikant 
Reddy, Zilla Panchayat CEO 
S. Yukesh Kumar, Mysore 
Corporation Commissioner 
Sheikh Tanveer Asif and 
MDA Commissioner K. R. 
Rakshit attended the meeting. 
The officials discussed ways 
to collect suggestions from 
experts and public representa-

tives to improve the museum 
content and ensure that the 
theme park becomes an im-
portant educational and tour-
ist destination in Mysuru dis-
trict. It was decided that the 
project will be completed 
with proper planning, timely 
funding and coordination be-
tween departments so that it 
reflects the values of equality, 
justice and awareness inspired 
by Dr. Ambedkar’s vision for 
society. 

Officials said the theme 
park will stand as a lasting 
tribute to Ambedkar and help 
future generations understand 
constitutional values and so-
cial reform ideas clearly in 
simple meaningful way al-
ways

Dr. H. C. Mahadevappa 
announced an 

Ambedkar theme park 
in Mysuru on 10 acres, 

showcasing his life, 
Constitution, and 

social justice 
contributions

Udupi activists protested SIR electoral revision, demanding safeguards, 
transparency, helplines, and pause pending Supreme Court cases

Udupi protest erupts over 
SIR revision issue

UDUPI

A protest was held in front of 
the Udupi District Commis-
sioner’s office on Wednesday 
by the Namma Mata Namma 
Haak coalition against the 
Special Intensive Revision of 
the electoral roll.

Speaking at the event, dis-
trict coordinator Prof. Phan-
iraj said there is growing con-
fusion and anxiety among 
citizens over the revision pro-
cess in Karnataka. He alleged 
that similar exercises in other 
states and union territories 
have affected voting rights 
and weakened trust in the 
electoral system. The alliance 
claimed that the process could 
lead to exclusion of eligible 
voters and demanded strong 
safeguards from the adminis-
tration.

A march was taken out 
from Coin Circle in Manipal 
to the District Collector’s of-
fice before submitting a mem-
orandum to the Governor, 
Chief Minister and Election 

Commission. Organisers 
urged the district administra-
tion to set up helplines and 
help desks so that voters do 
not face difficulties during the 
SIR process. They also de-
manded that all information 
related to mapping activities 
be made public and updated 
regularly by authorities. The 
coalition submitted a petition 
to the District Collector seek-
ing intervention from the 
Governor, Chief Minister and 
Election Commissioner. It de-
manded that the revision pro-
cess be paused until pending 

cases in the Supreme Court 
are resolved.

The Namma Mata Namma 
Haak coalition said it will 
continue peaceful protests and 
awareness campaigns across 
Udupi district to protect vot-
ing rights and ensure that no 
eligible voter is left out of the 
electoral roll. Leaders said 
they will raise the issue with 
state authorities and continue 
democratic protest until re-
forms are made in the Special 
Intensive Revision process 
ensuring voter rights are fully 
protected going forward.

GSS literature lights path to global calm
SHIVAMOGGA

The national symposium on 
G.S. Shivarudrappa’s works 
highlighted literature as a 
remedy for global anxiety. 
Karnataka Sahitya Academy 
president L.N. Mukundaraj 
said poetry born from life ex-
periences acts as a guiding 
light.

He added that the ideas of 
Kuvempu continue through 
GSS literature with strong 
democratic values. Keynote 
speaker Rajendra Chenni said 
GSS writings strengthen so-
cial well-being and uplift 
marginalized voices.

Vice Chancellor Sharath 
Ananthamurthy presided over 
the event and emphasized ac-
ademic reflection on litera-
ture. Lingappa Gonal recalled 
GSS contributions to Kanna-
da literature and cultural 
growth.

Kannada Bharati director 
Nellikatte S. Siddesh wel-
comed participants and intro-

duced the programme. Dr. 
Chandrika gave the introduc-
tory speech, while Riya Aisha 
offered prayers at the begin-
ning. Dr. Sasvehalli Satish 
proposed the vote of thanks 
and Dr. Purushottam deliv-
ered the closing address.

Scholars and writers from 
several districts across Karna-
taka attended the symposium.

Speakers highlighted that 
G.S. Shivarudrappa’s poetry 
remains relevant in today’s 
troubled world and offers 
hope through simple human 
values. They noted that litera-

ture can bridge social gaps 
and encourage peace among 
communities facing uncer-
tainty.

The symposium also re-
flected on Kuvempu’s ideals 
of equality and the continuing 
influence of Kannada literary 
traditions. Organisers said 
such academic discussions 
help younger researchers un-
derstand cultural roots and 
modern challenges better. 
Overall, the event was seen as 
a meaningful tribute to GSS 
and his literary legacy held 
successfully concluded.

Yakshagana training 
camp concludes with 
valedictory ceremony

UDUPI

The valedictory function of 
the Yakshashikshana Sanivasa 
Shibira 2026, a residential 
training camp dedicated to the 
traditional art form of Yaksha-
gana, was held under the joint 
organization of Yakshagana 
Kalaranga (R.) Udupi and 
Yakshashikshana Trust (R.) 
Udupi.

The event received sponsor-
ship from Bhima Gold Pvt. 
Ltd., Bengaluru. BJP MLA 
from Kaup constituency, 
Gurme Suresh Shetty, partici-
pated in the closing ceremony.

Yakshagana, a vibrant folk 
theater tradition of coastal 
Karnataka involving dance, 
music, dialogue, and elabo-
rate costumes, continues to 
receive focused efforts 
through such initiatives aimed 
at training and preserving the 
art for future generations. The 
residential camp provided in-
tensive training to participants 
over its duration.

Organizers, dignitaries, and 
young trainees gathered for 
the valedictory function, high-
lighting the community's 
commitment to cultural heri-
tage.

Ambedkar Jayanti celebrated 
grandly in Holalu village

MANDYA

The 135th birth anniversary 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was 
celebrated with great enthusi-
asm and grandeur at Holalu 
village in Mandya taluk. The 
programme was jointly organ-
ised by the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
Parivartana Trust, Jai Bhim 
Friends Association and local 
villagers. The event was inau-
gurated by Melukote MLA 
Darshan Puttannaiah who lit 
the lamp and offered floral 
tributes to the portrait of Dr. 
Ambedkar in the absence of 
farmer leader Raghavendra 
Prakash.

Speaking on the occasion, he 
said it was a matter of pride to 
take part in the celebration and 
urged youth to follow Ambed-
kar’s life and ideals. He added 
that the Constitution given by 
Ambedkar plays a major role 
in India’s political growth.

Chief guest H.S. Nandish, 
former Director of Mandya 
District Stamp Office, said 

Ambedkar should not be limit-
ed to any one caste or group as 
he was a national leader and 
architect of the Constitution 
who rose through struggle. He 
called upon people to remem-
ber his contribution and follow 
his guidance.

Mandya RAPCMS director 
H.S. Yogesh Kumar spoke 
about Ambedkar’s biography 
and his inspiring life journey.

The programme also includ-
ed a procession, which was 
flagged off by Society Presi-
dent H.P. Sachchidananda after 
paying floral tribute to Ambed-
kar’s statue. Students who ex-
celled in PUC examinations 
were felicitated during the 
event. Village leaders, trust 
members, youth leaders and 
hundreds of villagers partici-
pated in the celebration. A 
community feast was also or-
ganised, marking the occasion 
with unity, respect and cultural 
pride as residents paid tribute 
to Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy and 
contributions to society.

MCC conducts children's awareness 
session on waste management 

MANGALURU

In an effort to instill environ-
mental consciousness among 
the younger generation, the 
Mangaluru City Corporation 
(MCC) Surathkal team orga-
nized a special awareness ses-
sion on waste management 
for children attending a sum-
mer camp.

The session was held at the 
Sri Adishakti Temple in Kati-
palla. MCC officials focused 
on educating the children 
about key aspects of responsi-
ble waste handling, including 
waste segregation, compost-
ing techniques, and the ban on 
single-use plastics.

The interactive program 

used fun games and activities 
to teach important environ-
mental lessons, making the 
learning process engaging and 
memorable for the young par-
ticipants.

This initiative reflects the 
MCC's ongoing commitment 
to promoting sustainable 
practices at the community 
level, starting with awareness 
among children. By combin-
ing education with play, the 
Surathkal team successfully 
turned the summer camp into 
a platform for practical envi-
ronmental training.

The event underscores the 
importance of early education 
in building a cleaner and 
greener Mangaluru.
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Free eye camp brings hope Dyamavvanahalli village
RURAL HEALTH OUTREACH

QUICK READ
Yuvanidhi scheme opens 

online unemployment 
support portal

Free bladder checkup 
camp at Chitradurga 

Hospital

Mandya
Eligible candidates who 
have passed Bachelor’s, 

postgraduate and diploma 
courses and are unem-
ployed from 2022-23 to 
2025-26 can register on 

Seva Sindhu portal https://
sevasindhugs.karnataka.
gov.in. Under Yuvanidhi 

scheme, graduates receive 
Rs 3,000 monthly and di-
ploma holders Rs 1,500. 
Benefit applies after 180 

days of unemployment af-
ter results with mandatory 
monthly self-declaration of 
jobless status. Applicants 
must not be studying or 
self-employed. Applica-

tions can be made at Kar-
nataka One, Grama One 

and Bapuji centres. 
Aadhaar-linked bank ac-

count and mobile number 
are required. Applicants 
can check status online 

and contact employment 
office for help if rejected. 

Chitradurga
A free bladder checkup 

camp will be held on April 18 
at Room No. 15 of the District 
Hospital in Chitradurga. The 
camp is jointly organized by 
the district hospital and S.S. 
Narayana Health Hospital, 

Davangere. Urologist Dr U S 
Karthik will be available from 
10 am to 1 pm to conduct ex-

aminations. People with 
problems such as kidney 

stones, frequent urination, 
prostate issues, urinary infec-

tions, burning sensation, 
blood in urine and other 

bladder-related disorders 
can attend the camp. District 
Surgeon Dr S P Ravindra said 
the public should make use 
of this free health service of-
fered for early detection and 

treatment.

Home Minister brings new hope to Rabia
CM Siddaramaiah assured housing help for Rabia in Sira within six months after her public appeal for shelter

TUMAKURU

Rabia, a woman from Sira ta-
luk in Tumakuru district, who 
earlier sought euthanasia due 
to lack of housing, has now 
received relief after govern-
ment intervention. Home 
Minister G. Parameshwara 
met her in Tumakuru and as-
sured support for rent and ra-
tion expenses for the next six 
months.

He also promised to help 
her get a house or plot in Sira 
within six months. The deci-
sion came after Rabia met 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
during a public programme 

and expressed her distress 
about not having shelter. She 
had earlier appealed on stage, 
drawing attention to her situ-
ation and seeking urgent 
housing support. Officials 
said the assurance has brought 
relief to Rabia, who is now 
hopeful about a stable future.

Authorities added that fol-
low-up action will ensure 
timely delivery of housing 
assistance and welfare sup-
port. During the interaction, 
the minister emphasized that 
no citizen should feel aban-
doned due to housing insecu-
rity in urban or rural areas. He 
appreciated officials for re-

sponding quickly and said 
welfare schemes must reach 
the most vulnerable families 
without delay. Local leaders 
also said Rabia's case high-
lights the importance of time-
ly implementation of housing 
programs and social safety 
nets.

Officials confirmed that 
further monitoring will be 
done to ensure Rabia receives 
promised benefits on time and 
that similar cases in Tumaku-
ru district are addressed with 
compassion and efficiency 
under government welfare 
measures going forward sys-
tem

UGD sewage sites raise 
serious death fears

VIJAYAPURA

Questions are rising again 
over safety at Vijayapura’s 
underground drainage sewage 
treatment areas after another 
body was found under suspi-
cious circumstances. The lat-
est case is of Reshama Sal-
man Sannidi, a resident of 
Nagthan, who had been miss-
ing for seven days.

Her husband said she was 
under treatment for mental 
illness and was taking regular 
medication. After searching in 
Vijayapura and nearby dis-
tricts like Kalaburagi and Bi-
dar, police asked him to iden-
tify a body. He was shocked 
to see his wife’s body found 
in sewage water in a badly 
damaged condition. The dis-
covery has angered citizens 
who question safety inside 
poorly secured UGD sewage 
zones in the city. This is not 
the first incident as three chil-
dren died in 2025 after being 
found in a drainage channel.

Despite protests earlier lo-
cals say no strong safety steps 
were taken by authorities after 

those deaths. Now another 
body has raised fears that 
these areas may be used to 
hide crimes or dump evi-
dence. People blame Vijay-
apura City Municipal Corpo-
ration for neglect saying basic 
fencing and security are miss-
ing despite large spending. 
Residents are demanding an-
swers from officials and ask-
ing what steps are being taken 
to prevent future incidents. 
The repeated discoveries have 
created fear with many saying 
these sites are becoming un-
safe and poorly watched.

Authorities have been urged 
to respond quickly and im-
prove protection around all 
sewage treatment locations 
immediately. Until then resi-
dents fear these zones may 

continue to reflect deeper fail-
ures in public safety manage-
ment. Weeks of unanswered 
questions have left families 
worried about safety in every-
day movement near drainage 
zones across the city. Local 
people say they want cameras, 
fencing, and regular monitor-
ing so that no one can access 
dangerous sewage sites freely.

Officials have not yet given a 
detailed public explanation 
about the latest incident, in-
creasing anger among resi-
dents. Residents insist that only 
urgent action and transparent 
investigation can restore trust 
and prevent such tragedies 
from happening again in these 
neglected sewage drainage ar-
eas across Vijayapura city in 
future without delay.

Body of  missing 
woman found in 
Vijayapura UGD 

sewage area, sparking 
safety concerns and 

criticism of  civic 
negligence

DC ordered emergency water supply via tankers, borewells under 
Jal Jeevan Mission, ensuring monitoring and preparedness across 

Chikkaballapura district during summer

No compromise on drinking 
water supply: G. Prabhu

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu instructed officials that 
there should be no compro-
mise in drinking water supply 
in the district under any cir-
cumstances. He was speaking 
while presiding over the Di-
saster Management Authority 
meeting held at the District 
Collector’s office auditorium 
on Wednesday. 

He said that if any locality 
in rural or urban areas faces 
drinking water shortage im-
mediate emergency action 
must be taken to supply water 
through tankers. With rising 
summer heat officials were 
told to prepare temporary ar-
rangements using tankers or 
private borewells wherever 
necessary. He also directed 
that new borewells should be 
sanctioned under Jal Jeevan 
Mission or through District 
Task Force approval. Officials 
including Taluk Panchayat 
EO’s urban body commis-
sioners and tahsildars were 
instructed to monitor daily 

water supply closely. 
The DC reviewed the situa-

tion in several villages across 
Chikkaballapura district 
where drinking water is being 
supplied through private bore-
wells and tankers. He noted 
that so far there is no large 
scale tanker supply in urban 
areas but some wards are de-
pending on alternative sourc-
es. The Deputy Commissioner 
urged officials to identify vul-
nerable villages in advance 
and ensure uninterrupted 
drinking water supply during 
peak summer. Zilla Panchayat 
CEO Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat and 

other senior officials includ-
ing tahsildars and urban body 
officers attended the meeting. 

Authorities were also told 
to respond quickly to com-
plaints from citizens and en-
sure safe drinking water 
through regular maintenance 
of infrastructure across all ta-
luks in the district. They em-
phasized that coordination 
between rural and urban bod-
ies is essential to prevent wa-
ter crisis and protect public 
health during the summer 
months in Chikkaballapura 
district going forward without 
any delay.

CHITRADURGA

A free eye check-up and 
blood donation camp was 
held at Dyamavvanahalli gov-
ernment school under Kasa-
varahatti PHC limits with 
participation from health offi-
cials, NSS volunteers and lo-
cal residents on Wednesday.

Taluk Health Officer Dr. 
B.V. Girish inaugurated the 
camp and said eye donation 

can give vision to two blind 
people from one donor. Doc-
tors explained that blood do-
nation helps save lives of ac-
cident victims and anaemic 
mothers in emergency situa-
tions and encouraged healthy 
adults to participate. 

District Blood Bank Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Rupa advised 
people to follow balanced 
diet, avoid junk food and 
maintain health to prevent 

anaemia. PHC Medical Officer 
Dr. B. Shivakumar said youth 

should adopt service minded 
attitude, cleanliness and envi-

ronmental awareness to build 
a healthy society. Health edu-
cator B. Moogappa informed 
that even people with diabetes, 
blood pressure and those using 
spectacles can donate eyes un-
der guidelines, and registration 
is available online.

In the camp, ten people do-
nated blood, twenty three un-
derwent eye screening, nine 
were identified for cataract 
surgery and several others re-

ceived health check-ups and 
glasses support schemes.

Officials from the health 
department, NSS unit, doc-
tors, teachers and volunteers 
participated and stressed the 
importance of regular health 
camps for rural communities. 
Organisers said the pro-
gramme created awareness on 
eye donation and blood dona-
tion among villagers and en-
couraged many young people 

to come forward for voluntary 
service in future health camps 
planned in the district. 

They also said early diag-
nosis of eye diseases and 
timely treatment will reduce 
avoidable blindness and im-
prove quality of life in rural 
areas through continuous out-
reach activities and govern-
ment support initiatives. Offi-
cials appreciated public par-
ticipation in the camp.

Pratibhanjali music show 
mesmerises Mandya audience 
MANDYA

The Pratibhanjali Sugama 
Sangeet Academy organised a 
memorial cultural programme 
at Gandhi Bhavan in Mandya 
to honour cultural leader K.S. 
Sachchidananda. The event 
marked the silver jubilee of 
the academy and attracted a 
large audience who enjoyed 
devotional and Kannada mu-
sic performances. Inaugurat-
ing the programme, K.S. Vi-
jay Anand said he was happy 
to see the cultural initiative 
continue in his father's name 
and assured full support. 

District Prison Superinten-
dent M. Shanthashree appre-
ciated the academy's social 
work and noted that music 
training is also being given to 
prison inmates. The pro-
gramme featured melodious 
performances based on Kan-
nada poetry by various sing-
ers and teams that received 
warm appreciation from the 
audience. Songs included 
compositions such as Buddha 
Banda Dari and other lyrical 
works that reflected social 
themes and cultural values. 
The audience responded with 
enthusiasm and appreciation 
as the singers presented folk, 

devotional and Kannada cul-
tural songs throughout the 
event. 

The programme was presid-
ed over by Karnataka Sugama 
Sangeet Parishad Mysore Dis-
trict Unit president Nagaraju 
V. Bhairi. Pratibhanjali David 
delivered the introductory 
speech and highlighted the 
academy's 25-year journey in 
promoting cultural music. 
Several dignitaries, trust 
members, teachers and cultur-
al enthusiasts attended the 
programme and appreciated 
the efforts of the organisers. 
The event concluded with ap-
plause, highlighting the im-
portance of preserving Kan-
nada culture and encouraging 
young artists to continue tra-
ditional and modern musical 
expressions in society. 

Forest alert as elephant 
roams Sakleshpur area

SAKLESHPUR

In Sakleshpur range, a lone 
wild elephant has been mov-
ing near villages, creating con-
cern among residents and cof-
fee plantation workers. To en-
sure safety, the forest depart-
ment has started precautionary 
steps and increased monitoring 
in the affected areas. Range 
Forest Officer Hemant Kumar 
visited Shantapur village and 
spoke with villagers, labourers, 
and plantation owners about the 
situation.  He advised people to 
be careful during early morn-
ings and nights, and not to go 
alone near forest edges. He also 
suggested that villagers move in 
groups while traveling close to 
forest areas for added safety. The 
department stressed that people 
should immediately inform offi-
cials if they notice any unusual 
elephant movement nearby. Of-
ficials said protecting villagers' 
lives is the top priority and such 
steps help reduce risk in the re-
gion.  Authorities added that 
continuous awareness drives, 
regular field visits, and coopera-
tion from locals are essential to 
prevent conflict between humans 
and wildlife and to ensure peace-
ful coexistence in the forest 
fringe villages for better forest 
safety management efforts.

ABVP protests over serious minor abuse case
CHITRADURGA

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) held a pro-
test against the sexual assault 
of a minor student. Students 
from Bapuji College gathered 
in front of the taluk office and 
submitted a memorandum 
through the Tahsildar de-
manding strict punishment for 
the accused teacher and doc-
tor involved in abortion case. 
They said the act by a teacher 
broke trust in the education 
system and shocked the stu-
dent community. 

Reacting to the incident, 

Tahsildar Rehan Pasha said 
police have taken the accused 
into custody and legal pro-

ceedings are underway. A dis-
trict health team inspected 
Lakshmi Nursing Home and 

submitted a report to the dep-
uty commissioner. The ad-
ministration assured that stu-
dents' demands will be for-
warded to the chief minister 
through proper channels. Stu-
dents also said they will con-
tinue peaceful protests until 
justice is delivered and stron-
ger safety measures are im-
plemented in educational in-
stitutions across the district. 
They demanded accountabil-
ity from authorities and quick 
response systems to prevent 
such incidents in future and 
protect students effectively 
going forward more strongly.

Bidar official promises strong Kannada medium support
BIDAR

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Shivananda Karale as-
sured that he will make a sin-
cere effort to submit a report 
on the Kannada situation to 
the government to address 
problems of Kannada medium 
students. He said he will en-

sure basic facilities for stu-
dents studying in Kannada 
medium schools in border and 
outlying areas of Telangana 
adjoining Karnataka are ad-
dressed properly. 

He received a memoran-
dum at the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner’s office and 
assured that these issues will 
be brought to the notice of the 
Deputy Commissioner and 
steps will be taken. The peti-
tion stated that lakhs of Kan-
nada speakers have lived in 
these border villages for de-
cades preserving their lan-
guage culture and identity 
while still facing issues in 
education employment and 
administration. It urged the 

administration to hold a meet-
ing of officials under his 
chairmanship collect accurate 
data and send a detailed re-
port to the Karnataka govern-
ment. 

Kannada schools continue 
to function in villages such as 
Karamungi Oudhatapura 
Yasagi Goudagaon Shahapur 
Murgi Shikharakhan Gunde-
gaon Ratnapur Mangalagi and 
Mainalli in Narayan Kheda 
taluk of Sangareddy district in 
Telangana. The delegation re-
quested that the Karnataka 
government take immediate 
steps to protect Kannada 
schools and improve opportu-
nities for higher education 
and employment for border 

Kannadigas. They also sought 
priority in residential schools 
higher education and govern-
ment jobs for students from 
border areas and demanded 
policy support for their wel-
fare. 

The delegation included Dr. 
Jagannath Hebbal Shivasha-
ranappa Ganeshpur Dharmen-
dra Poojary Bagaduri Dr. Ra-
jkumar Hebbal Bheemarao 
Bidarkar Rajkumar Madaki 
and other representatives who 
urged early action by the gov-
ernment to resolve long pend-
ing issues affecting Kannada 
speaking border communities 
and ensure their rights and de-
velopment in Telangana re-
gion.
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This is to inform to General public 
that my client Smt.Manjula .N  w/o 
Kadirappa, Residing at 4th A Cross, 
Maruthinagar,Srinivaspura Town and Taluk, 
Kolar District,  I am the  Owner  of the 
Below said Property,while Sale Deed  for 
taken Certified Copy  ,have lost following 
Documents of property pertating to below 
Mentioned property Situated at, 4th A 
Cross, Maruthinagar,Srinivaspura Town 
and Taluk, Kolar District, had published the 
factum of lost of her  Original Regd Sale  
Deed,Dated;- 22-03-2000, Registered Sale 
Deed, executed by Sri, T.K.Narayanaswamy 
s/o Kuppuswamy, in favour of Smt, 
swooruparani w/o R.Lakshmanareddy, ,with 
respect to schedule property, under sale 
Deed dtd:22-03-2000, which is registered 
as Doc No.1515, in Pages 154-156, in 
regd as document no.2870, in regd Before 
the Office of the SRO Srinivasapura,  IN 
Respect of Property Bearing Kolluru New 
Extension, V.P.Katha no.244, Site no.21, in 
Measuring 40x30 Feets,police complaint 
have been filed with regards to loss of the 
above said Document vide complaint in 
NCR NO. Lost Report no.2150784/2026, 
DATED;-11-04-2026, and complaint 
dated;-11-04-2026, by respective person,if 
anybody finds these Document please inform 
within 7 Days in Below  mentioned Address. 
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-11-04-2026                                                               

K.S.HARISH KUMAR  
ADVOCATE

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,           
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY, 
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA 

TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD  
CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

Document Lost 

This is to inform to General public that my 
client Smt, Chinnamma W/o Vijayakumar 
, Residing at Kadashanahalli    Village, 
Kattriguppe Village Pancahayth, Ambajaidurga 
Hobali, Chinthamani   Taluk, Chikkaballapura 
District,  I am the  Owner  of the Below said 
Property,while Sale Deed  for taken Certified   
copy ,have lost following Documents of 
property pertating to below Mentioned 
property Situated at  Kadashanahalli    Village, 
Kattriguppe Village Pancahayth, Ambajaidurga 
Hobali, Chinthamani   Taluk, Chikkaballapura 
District, had published the factum of lost of her  
Original Regd Sale  Deed,Dated;-05-09-1996, 
Regd Sale Deed, Executed by Channamma w/o 
Rajappa,  in Favour of     Sri, L.M.Vijayakumar 
s/o L.M.Ammnnanavara,In regd as Book 
No.1,Volume No.1947,  IN Pages 110-112, 
in Regd as Document no.1219/96-97,  In 
regd before of the SRO Chinthamani  ,in 
Respect of Property Bearing Chinthamani  
taluk, Ambajaidurga Hobali, Kadashanahalli    
Village,House List  Register no.23, in 
Measuring 29x17 Feets,police complaint 
have been filed with regards to loss of the 
above said Document vide complaint in 
NCR NO. Lost Report no.2153456/2026, 
DATED;-13-04-2026, and complaint 
dated;-13-04-2026, by respective person,if 
anybody finds these Document please inform 
within 7 Days in Below  mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-13-04-2026     

K.S.HARISH KUMAR  
ADVOCATE

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,           
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY, 
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA 

TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD  
CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

Document Lost 

I, DINESH JIYARAM SOLANKI, 
S/o. Jiyaram Solanki, Resident 
of 2nd Floor, No. 4 & 5, 18th 

Cross, Bhuvaneshwari Nagar, 
Dasarahalli Main Road, Hebbal, 
Bengaluru -560024, Karnataka, 

have changed my name to 
DINESH SOLANKI, vide affidavit 
dated: 15.04.2026 before notary 

MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SABA SULTANA 
ABUMOHAMMED 

USMAN, resident of No. 67, 
Ayesha Tranquil, Mosque 

Road, Basavanagudi, 
Bangalore-560004, have changed 

my name to SABA USMAN 
ARMAR, vide affidavit dated: 

15.04.2026, before Notary 
BASAVARAJA, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE

BEFORE THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
- REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES, 

BANGALORE
In the matter of Section 13(3) of LLP 

Act, 2008 r/w Rule 17 of the LLP 
Rules, 2009;

and
In the matter of PURPLE TREE 

VENTURES LLP (LLPIN: AAS-6412) 
having its registered 

office at No. 7/2, Ground Floor, 

Brunton Road Bangalore, 

Karnataka, India – 560025- Petitioner

          Notice is hereby given to the General 

Public  that  the  LLP proposes to make a 

petition   to    Registrar   of      Companies, 

Bangalore under Section 13(3) of the LLP 

Act, 2008 seeking permission to change 

its  Registered  office  from  the  state   of 

“Karnataka” to the state of “Tamil Nadu”. 

Any person whose interest is likely to be 

affected  by  the  proposed change of the 

registered office of the LLP  may  deliver 

or  cause   to   be   delivered   or   send  by 

Registered   post  of  his  /  her objections 

stating the nature of his/her interest and 

grounds of opposition supported by an 

affidavit to the Registrar of Companies, 

Bangalore  -   situated   at ' E' Wing,  2nd 

Floor,   Kendriya   Sadana,   Kormangala,

Bangalore- 560034,  within 21 (twenty

one) days from the date of publication of 

this notice with a copy to the petitioner 

LLP at its registered office at the address 

mentioned above.
For and on behalf of 

PURPLE TREE VENTURES LLP
-SD-

Mr. HARI
Designated Partner

(DIN: 03449814)
Date: 16/04/2026
Place: Bangalore

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

POONA ACCORD BLAMED 
FOR DALIT ISSUES: GEDDAM
Leaders highlighted Ambedkar’s ideals, announced ₹20 crore research centre 

and Bhavan, with officials attending the district programme
BIDAR

Premkumar Geddam said the 
Poona Pact is a major reason 
why Dalit issues remain unre-
solved even.

He was speaking at the 
135th birth anniversary cele-
bration of B. R. Ambedkar 
held at Ambedkar Circle in 
Bidar under the joint auspices 
of the district administration 
and various departments.

Geddam said that if the de-
mands placed by Ambedkar 
during the Round Table Con-
ference had been accepted, 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes, OBCs and minorities 
would have held stronger po-
sitions in governance. How-
ever, he said the Poona Pact 
came into effect following 
opposition from Mahatma 

Gandhi, which changed the 
course of representation.

He alleged that despite con-
stitutional ideals of equality, 
justice and fraternity, discrim-
ination and social inequality 
still persist in society. He ex-
pressed concern that incidents 
of untouchability and discrim-
ination against Dalits contin-
ue in different forms.

Speaking at the event, Nija-
gunananda Swamy said 
Ambedkar believed in prog-
ress through education, organ-
isation and struggle, and 
stressed the need to follow 
constitutional values.

District in-charge minister 
Ishwar Khandre said that the 
ideas of Basavanna and 
Ambedkar helped oppressed 

communities gain access to 
education and opportunities.

He also announced plans to 
establish an Ambedkar Re-
search Centre in the district 
with an estimated cost of ₹20 
crore, along with the con-
struction of an Ambedkar 
Bhavan.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing Rahim Khan, MLA 
Shailendra Beldale, District 
Collector Shilpa Sharma and 
other officials, attended the 
programme.

Hundreds of community 
members and leaders were 
present and paid tribute to 
Ambedkar while calling for 
stronger efforts to ensure 
equality and social justice in 
society through constitutional 
values and awareness in com-
ing years ahead.

Ensure proper delivery of Annabhagya 
scheme benefits: Chennappa

AURAD

Taluk Panchayat Implementa-
tion Committee Chairman 
Chennappa Uppe directed of-
ficials to ensure proper deliv-
ery of the Annabhagya Yojana 
benefits to eligible people 
without any lapses.

He was speaking at a meet-
ing with ration distributors 
held at the Taluk Panchayat 
Hall on Wednesday to review 
the implementation of the 
state government’s ambitious 
guarantee scheme.

Uppe stressed the need for 
better coordination between 
ration dealers and the public 
to resolve issues faced by 
beneficiaries. He warned that 
strict action would be taken 
against officials if complaints 
are received regarding irregu-
larities in ration distribution.

Taluk Panchayat Executive 
Officer Kiran Patil instructed 
officials to increase awareness 
at the village level so that all 
eligible beneficiaries can ac-
cess the benefits of the gov-
ernment’s guarantee schemes.

Assistant Director Shivaku-

mar Ghate said officials must 
ensure that benefits reach the 
right people and no deserving 
family is left out of the 
scheme.

The meeting focused on im-
proving transparency, ac-
countability and efficiency in 
distr ibution systems to 
strengthen public trust in wel-

fare programmes.
Several officials and repre-

sentatives, including Balasa-
heb Patil, Shivakumar Patil, 
Shankar Patil, D. K. Chandu, 
Sanjukumar Ujani and Chen-
nabasappa Kautha, attended 
the meeting along with staff 
from various departments.

Officials from GESCOM, 
the Food Department, Yu-
vanidhi, Transport Depart-
ment and Taluk Panchayat 
also participated in the discus-
sion. Authorities emphasised 
the importance of timely dis-
tribution, grievance redressal 
and continuous monitoring to 
ensure that the Annabhagya 
Yojana reaches every eligible 
household effectively and 
supports food security across 
the taluk in the coming 
months.

Chennappa Uppe 
reviewed Annabhagya 
Yojana, directing strict 

monitoring, 
coordination with 

ration dealers, and 
awareness to ensure 

benefits reach eligible 
beneficiaries without 

irregularities

Chikkaballapura plans meaningful Jayanti celebrations
CHIKKABALLAPURA

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu has instructed officials 
to ensure that the upcoming 
Basava Jayanti and Bhagi-
rath Jayanti celebrations are 
conducted in a meaningful 
and disciplined manner 
across the district. He gave 
the directions while chairing 
a preliminary preparation 
meeting at the District Ad-
ministration Building in 
Chikkaballapura.

Officials informed that 
Basava Jayanti will be cele-
brated on April 20 at Basa-

vanagudi on Gandhikolai 
Road in Chikkaballapura 
city, while Bhagirath Jayan-
ti will be held on April 23 at 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Bhavan 
in the city.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said the programmes should 
highlight the ideas and 
teachings of the respected 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h 
speeches and discussions. 
He also instructed that talent 
awards be presented to mer-
itorious SSLC and PUC stu-
dents from the community.

He directed departments 
to ensure proper arrange-

ments including invitation 
printing, stage setup, deco-
ration, drinking water, sani-
tation, police security, mid-
day meals, procession ar-
rangements and cleanliness 
in the city. 

He stressed that all re-
sponsibilities must be exe-
cuted without any lapses.

He appealed to community 
leaders, organisations and 
citizens to actively partici-
pate and make the events 
successful.

Officials present at the 
meeting included Zilla 
Panchayat Deputy Secre-

tary Atik Pasha, Tehsildar 
Rashmi, Assistant Director 
of Kannada and Culture 
Department Ravi Kumar, 
and several community 
leaders and departmental 
officers.

The administration said 
coordinated efforts will en-
sure smooth conduct of both 
Jayanti celebrations and pro-
mote the messages of social 
reformers and spiritual lead-
e r s  among  the  pub l i c 
through meaningful cultural 
programmes and community 
participation across the dis-
trict this year.

Prakash Jamadar defended MLA M.Y. Patil, criticized Malikayya 
Guttedar, and demanded clarity on Congress ticket distribution

Jamadar hits back at Guttedar 
remarks strongly

AFZALPUR

Guarantee Implementation 
Committee Chairman Prakash 
Jamadar strongly reacted to 
remarks made by former min-
ister Malikayya Guttedar 
during a press conference 
held in Afzalpur town.

Jamadar clarified that he is 
not a follower but a commit-
ted supporter of senior MLA 
M.Y. Patil and said it was in-
appropriate to speak disre-
spectfully about him. He ob-

jected to comments referring 
to Patil and questioned Gutte-
dar’s past role in the constitu-
ency.

He alleged that during Gut-
tedar’s tenure as MLA, much 
of the constituency work was 
handled by his brother while 
he spent time in Bengaluru. 
Jamadar questioned whether 
such criticism was justified.

He also demanded that the 
Congress party clarify how 
backward communities were 
given representation in ticket 

distribution and alleged that 
statements against him were 
aimed at discouraging his 
work after being appointed to 
key positions.

Jamadar recalled that M.Y. 
Patil had supported him 
during difficult times and said 
he has been associated with 
him for over 25 years. He 
urged Guttedar to apologise 
for his remarks.

Several local leaders in-
cluding Chandrashekar Kara-
jagi, Maihibuba Patel Kallur, 
Shivanand Gadi, Sanganagou-
da Patil and others were pres-
ent at the press conference.

The exchange highlights 
growing political tensions in 
the region as leaders prepare 
for future electoral challenges 
and internal party discussions 
over leadership and representa-
tion issues in the constituency.

Foundation serves food kits on Ambedkar Day
VIJAYAPURA

Manikantha Foundation orga-
nized a food kit distribution 
programme for people affect-
ed by leprosy in Gandhinagar 
slum near Shivagiri in Vijay-
apura city on April 15, 2026, 
marking the birth anniversary 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. The 
initiative was led by Shri 
Madiwaliah (Maduswamy) 
Hiremath, who said that im-
proving the living standards 
of backward and neglected 
communities is everyone’s 
responsibility. He added that 
the foundation’s service re-
flects the ideals of social jus-
tice and humanitarian values 
inspired by Ambedkar. 

The organization expressed 
gratitude to donors and part-
ners for supporting the wel-
fare activity and helping make 

the service successful. Foun-
dation president Prabhu-
swamy Hiremath and mem-
bers said they will continue 
such social service pro-
grammes in the future. Volun-
teers and well-wishers who 
participated in the programme 
said that such initiatives help 
in building an inclusive soci-
ety and bring dignity to mar-
ginalized groups. Organisers 
noted that the drive was con-
ducted peacefully and suc-
cessfully, with active involve-
ment of community members 
and local supporters. 

They said the programme 
aimed to extend Ambedkar’s 
message of equality, compas-
sion and social justice to the 
grassroots level through direct 
service. Local leaders appre-
ciated the effort and said more 
such welfare activities will 

continue in Vijayapura to sup-
port vulnerable communities. 
Organisers reaffirmed com-
mitment to continue humani-
tarian service programmes 
inspired by Ambedkar’s ideals 
of equality, dignity and jus-
tice, ensuring sustained sup-
port for poor and neglected 
families through community 
participation and donor assis-
tance in coming years ahead

Vishwakarma marriage 
meet urged to be used well
RAMANAGARA

Vishwakarma leader and Youth 
Congress vice-president Janardhan 
has appealed to the community to 
make full use of the upcoming 
state-level Vishwakarma bride and 
groom convention to be held in 
Bengaluru from April 24 to 26.

Speaking at a press conference at 
Chaitanya Bhavan in Ramanagara 
on Wednesday, he said the event is 
being organized to help Vishwakar-
ma youth find suitable life partners 
and strengthen community bond-
ing. He urged parents and marriage 
seekers from the community to 
participate in large numbers and 
benefit from the facility.

He said the convention will be 
held at Gururaja Kalyana Mantapa 
in Bengaluru under the leadership 
of Karnataka Vishwakarma Ma-
hasabha state president K. P. Nan-
jundi. This is the third edition of 
the event, which has already been 
conducted successfully twice be-
fore. Janardhan said all arrange-
ments including food and accom-
modation will be provided free of 
cost for participants over the three 
days. He added that thousands of 
bride and groom candidates from 
across Karnataka are expected to 
attend, and application forms have 
already been distributed through 
community networks.

He said the matchmaking pro-
gramme will begin at 11 am on 
April 24, with the aim of bringing 
families together in an organized 
platform. 

Constitution’s intent must be 
understood says Shivshankar

RAMANAGARA

Dalit Sangharsh Samiti (Bhi-
mavad) district convener K. 
Shivshankar said that the real 
intention of the Constitution 
must be understood and fol-
lowed by everyone in society. 
He was speaking at the 135th 
birth anniversary celebration 
of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar held at 
Hombayyanadoddi in Ra-
managara taluk.

He said B. R. Ambedkar 
was a great scholar who dedi-
cated his life for the welfare 
of oppressed and weaker sec-
tions of society. 

He added that Ambedkar is 
respected not only in India but 
also in many countries across 
the world, and the presence of 

his statues abroad reflects his 
global importance.

Shivshankar said Ambedkar 
fought throughout his life for 
Scheduled Castes, oppressed 
and marginalized communi-
ties, and strongly believed 
that education is the key to 
empowerment. 

He said Ambedkar’s vision 
was not limited to one com-
munity, but extended to all 
socially and economically 
weaker sections.

Teacher H. C. Girish, who 
also spoke at the programme, 
said Ambedkar ’s life was 
guided by education, organi-
zation and struggle. He said 
Ambedkar spread the message 
that social change is possible 
only through education and 

awareness. 
He added that Ambedkar is 

not only a Bharat Ratna but a 
“Vishwa Ratna” due to his 
global influence.

Speakers said the Constitu-
tion is a guiding document 
that ensures equality for all 
citizens. They said celebrating 
Ambedkar alone is not enough 
and people must follow his 
ideals in daily life.

Several local leaders, teach-
ers, students and residents at-
tended the programme and 
paid tribute to Ambedkar 
while reaffirming their com-
mitment to his principles of 
equality, education and social 
justice for building a fair and 
progressive society in the 
coming years.

Abbinahole Police to 
auction abandoned 

bikes soon
CHITRADURGA

Abbinahole Police Station in 
Hiriyur taluk has announced 
an auction of five unused mo-
torcycles on April 23 at 11 
am. The vehicles, which have 
no claimants, were acquired 
under court orders and will be 
sold at the police station 
premises. Officials said the 
bikes have been lying unused 
for a long time and the auc-
tion will be conducted as per 
legal procedure. Interested 
persons can contact the 
Sub-Inspector of Abbinahole 
Police Station for further de-
tails. The police urged the 
public to participate in the 
auction process and follow all 
rules during bidding activity.
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Sarma challenges 

rahul over passport 
transparency

India exports 
grow, trade deficit 

shrinks

BHUBANESWAR
Assam Chief Minister 

Himanta Biswa Sarma 
has challenged Con-

gress leader Rahul 
Gandhi to publicly 

share his passport de-
tails and record of for-
eign travel. Sarma said 
he is ready to disclose 

his own documents 
and wants full trans-

parency from Gandhi as 
well. He also rejected 

allegations made 
against his family, call-

ing them false. The 
Chief Minister said legal 
processes are address-

ing related cases and 
defended his govern-
ment’s stand. Sarma 
further urged support 

for the Women’s Reser-
vation Bill, calling it im-

portant for women’s 
representation in poli-
tics and saying it could 

benefit all parties in 
upcoming elections 

across India.

NEW DELHI
India’s merchandise ex-

ports rose by 6.3 per 
cent in March, helping 

reduce the trade deficit 
to $20.67 billion. Ac-

cording to the Ministry 
of Commerce and In-

dustry, exports reached 
$38.92 billion while im-

ports fell nearly 6 per 
cent to $59.9 billion. Of-
ficials said total exports 

for 2025–26 crossed 
$860 billion, showing 

steady growth. Lower oil 
imports also helped 

narrow the gap as glob-
al energy prices re-

mained volatile. Disrup-
tions in West Asia af-

fected trade routes, but 
India managed to main-
tain supply of key goods 
like LPG through alter-
native shipments, sup-

porting domestic energy 
needs during uncertain 

global conditions.

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SURGEON,
SNR DISTRICT HOSPITAL,

KOLAR
Phone No.08152-222035/36, Email.dskolar@gmail.com

 NO: SNR/DIET/01/2025-26 Date: 08.04.2026

E -TENDER INVITATION, (2nd Call)
Bids are hereby invited for the supply of fresh Bread, Fruits,
Vegetables and Diet articles to SNR Dist. Hospital, Kolar.
Details of tender terms and conditions are available on E-
procurement portal  http:/ /kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Tendering authority reserves the right to cancel any or all
e-bids without assigning any reasons bidders are advised to
visit the website regularly for updated information from time to
time.

Estimated Cost Rs. 78,35,075/-, EMD : 1,95,876/-, Last
date for submission 23.04.2026, 04:00 PM.

            Sd/- District Surgeon

  SNR District Hospital, Kolar

DIPR/RO:29/KSMCA/KOLAR/2026-27

58/83           9x 2

MNG - 131      9 x 2               

«µÀAiÀÄ: gÁ¶ÖçÃAiÀÄ DgÉÆÃUÀå C©üAiÀiÁ£ÀzÀrAiÀÄ°è 2026-27 £ÉÃ DyðPÀ ̧ Á°UÉ  

µÀgÀwÛUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÄÖ ºÉÆgÀUÀÄwÛUÉ DzsÁgÀzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É J®è 11 vÁ®ÆPÀÄUÀ½UÉ 

ZÁ®PÀgÉÆA¢UÉ mÁåQì ªÁºÀ£ÀUÀ¼À ̧ ÉÃªÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß MzÀV¸ÀÄªÀ PÀÄjvÀÄ. 

GvÀÛgÀ PÀ£ÀßqÀ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ gÁ¶ÖçÃAiÀÄ UÁæ«ÄÃt DgÉÆUÀå C©üAiÀiÁ£À 

PÁAiÀÄðPÀæªÀÄzÀrAiÀÄ°è 2026-27 £ÉÃ DyðPÀ ¸Á°UÉ µÀgÀwÛUÉÆ¼Àî¥ÀlÄÖ 

ºÉÆgÀUÀÄwÛUÉ DzsÁgÀzÀ J®è 11 vÁ®ÆPÀÄUÀ½UÉ ¥Àæw vÁ®ÆQUÉ ZÁ®PÀgÉÆA¢UÉ 

02 mÁåQì ªÁºÀ£ÀUÀ¼À ¸ÉÃªÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¥ÀÇgÉÊ¸À®Ä CºÀð ¸ÀA¸ÉÜ/Kd¤ìUÀ½AzÀ E-

¥ÉÇæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. mÉAqÀgï £ÀªÀÄÆ£ÉUÀ½UÁV 

E.JA.r §UÉÎ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ mÉAqÀgï §UÉÎ ºÉaÑ£À ªÀiÁ»wUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï 

www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è £ÉÆÃqÀ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÁægÀA¨sÀzÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 16-04-2026, mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À®Ä PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ 

¢£ÁAPÀ: 02-05-2026, MlÄÖ mÉAqÀgï ªÉÆvÀÛ: 92.40 ®PÀë, E.JA.r ªÉÆvÀÛ: 

1,84,800/-

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/51/
26-27 Dt. 15.04.2026

¸À»/- f¯Áè DgÉÆÃUÀå ªÀÄvÀÄÛ PÀÄlÄA§ PÀ¯Áåt C¢üPÁjUÀ¼ÀÄ
 GvÀÛgÀPÀ£ÀßqÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ

No. DPMU/NHM/ RBSK/14/2026-27.                           DATE: 15-04-2026

E-mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀgÀPÁgÀ
åf¯Áè DgÉÆÃUÀ  ªÀÄvÀÄÛ PÀÄ.PÀ. ¸ÉÆ¸ÉÊn

f¯Áè DgÉÆUÀå ªÀÄvÀÄÛ PÀÄlÄA§ PÀ¯Áåt E¯ÁSÉ.

GvÀÛgÀ-PÀ£ÀßqÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ-581301 Email: rchoukannada@gmail.com

(E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÆÃlð® ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ ªÀiÁvÀæ)

Town Panchayat Anavatti-577413
Email:ka.anavatti.tp@gmail.com

Web:www.anavattitown.mrc.gov.in Ph: 08184-200899
No. A.T.P./J.E.Tender/W.C.R.-02/2026-27    Date: 13.04.2026

JOB NO  93/83   12 X 2

DIPR/smg/No.ksmca/26-27/82/04/93

Re Tenders are invited through Karnataka Public Procurement
Portal (KPPP) as per Karnataka Transparency in Public
Procurement Act 1999-2000, Rules 2000, as per Standard
Tender Document Rules, as per KW-2 Rules, in Standard
Tender Document from eligible contractors for implementing
works in S.F.C. Special Grant of Anavatti Town Panchayat for
the year 2023-24. Tenders can be submitted through
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (KPPP) website
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sl.No. 1. Indent Number: DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT
53169/CALL-2   Approx. Amount (Rs. In lakhs): 50.00
Tender E.M.D. (in Rs.): 42,400/- Time Period: 4 Months
Reservation: S.T.
Tender Schedule dates under KPP Portal system are as below:
1. Date of availability of Tender Documents in KPP Portal:
13.04.2026  2. Last date for submission of Tender: 27.04.2026
up to 5.30 PM  3. Date of opening Technical Bid: 29.04.2026
after 10.30 AM  4. Date of opening Financial Bid: 30.04.2026
after 11.00 AM  5. Further information can be viewed on
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Re Tender Notification  (Only through Karnataka
Public Procurement Portal (KPPP))

Sd/- Administrative  Officer
Town Panchayat, Anavatti

Sd/- Chief Officer
Town Panchayat, Anavatti

JOB NO   89/83   10 X 2

Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,
Chikkamagaluru invites Tenders through K.P.P.P. related
to works of Chikkamagaluru, Koppa, N.R. Pura and
Sringeri Taluks in Chikkamagaluru District. Max. Approx.
Amount put to Tender is Rs. 50.40 lakhs and Min. Approx.
amount is Rs. 42.00  lakhs. Details of capability to
undertake or of having implemented the works should
be attached as per Standard Tender Document KW – 2
& 3. For the said works the documents downloaded
from K.P.P.P. can be filled and uploaded from 13.04.2026
to 27.04.2026 up to 5.30 PM. Technical Bid will be opened
on 29.04.2026 at 5.05 PM. If possible the Financial Bid
will be opened on 05.05.2026 at 11.00 AM. If this day is
declared as holiday then the next day will be considere
d. Notice can be read on www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Further details can be obtained by contacting the case
worker during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering
Division, Chikkamagaluru.

DIPR/CKM/KSMCA/26-27/14/89

Government of Karnataka - Z illa Panchayat
Office of The Executive Engineer,

Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Chikkamagaluru
Ph No.: 08262-220936 e-mail: zpedckm@rediffmail.com
Tender Notice No.: 45/2025-26/2nd Call     Date: 13.04.2026

Tender Notice - 2nd Call

HDK hails Balagangadharanatha Swamiji’s legacy
Union Minister HD Kumaraswamy joined Prime Minister Narendra Modi  to honor late spiritual leader 

Balagangadharanatha Swamiji and inaugurate his new memorial.
MANDYA

 
Union Minister HD Ku-
maraswamy paid a moving 
tribute to the late spiritual 
leader Balagangadharanatha 
Swamiji, calling his life a 
"silent revolution" that trans-
formed millions of lives.

Speaking at a major event 
in Adichunchanagiri, the 
Minister was joined by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and 
former Prime Minister HD 
Deve Gowda to inaugurate a 
new memorial temple dedi-
cated to the seer.

Mr. Kumaraswamy high-
lighted how the late Swami 
turned a small religious cen-
ter into a global force for 
good. He focused on the 
"three pillars" of the seer's 
work - providing food, edu-

cation, and healthcare to the 
poor. "He brought light into 
the lives of countless chil-
dren," the Minister said, not-
ing that quality medical care 
was taken directly to the 
doorsteps of rural farmers 
under the Swami's leader-
ship.

The Minister also touched 
upon the seer’s incredible en-
vironmental record, mention-

ing that he led a massive 
campaign to plant nearly five 
crore saplings across the 
state. 

These efforts, he said, have 
now grown into a lush legacy 
that protects the earth.

During his speech, Mr. Ku-
maraswamy expressed deep 
gratitude to Prime Minister 
Modi for attending the cere-
mony, stating that the pres-

ence of a global leader added 
great meaning to the tribute. 
He pledged to work with the 
same dedication for the na-
tion in his role as a Union 
Minister. 

He concluded by urging 
the public to follow the Swa-
mi’s path of unity and ser-
vice, ensuring that the new 
memorial serves as a guiding 
light for future generations.

India demands safe 
seas at global summit
TOKYO

 
India’s External Affairs Min-
ister, S. Jaishankar, issued a 
stern warning, calling attacks 
on merchant ships "complete-
ly unacceptable." 

Speaking at the Japan-led 
AZEC-Plus meeting, he em-
phasized that global econom-
ic growth depends on keeping 
energy markets open and 
trade routes safe.

The virtual summit brought 
together leaders from across 
Asia, including Malaysia, the 
Philippines, and Bangladesh, 
to tackle a growing crisis - 
energy supply chain disrup-
tions. Many nations are feel-
ing the pinch after recent 
maritime blockades, such as 
the closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz in February, which 
sent fuel prices soaring across 
the continent.

"Global growth demands 
that energy markets are not 
constricted," Jaishankar re-
cently posted online. He as-
sured the summit that India, 
as a top energy consumer, 
w o u l d  w o r k  w i t h 
"like-minded partners" to en-
sure that essential supplies 
aren't held hostage by region-
al conflicts.

The Philip-
pines’ Presi-
dent, Ferdi-
nand R. Mar-
c o s  J r . , 
echoed these 
c o n c e r n s , 
noting that 
his island 

nation is especially vulnerable 
to oil shocks. Meanwhile, 
Malaysia's Prime Minister, 
Anwar Ibrahim, promised to 
help stabilize the region by 
continuing to supply Lique-
fied Natural Gas (LNG) while 
slowly moving toward renew-
able energy.

The meeting highlights a 
shifting reality, Asian powers 
are no longer waiting for 
global solutions. Instead, they 
are banding together to 

protect their 
own trade 
routes and 
energy se-
curity in an 
increasing-
ly unstable 
world.

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar condemned 

maritime attacks at the 
AZEC-Plus summit, 

joining Asian leaders to 
secure energy trade 
routes against global 

supply chain disruptions.

Ahmedabad Crime Branch seized mephedrone worth over `12 lakh and 
arrested two suspects during a major drug raid.

Ahmedabad police seize 
MD drugs worth lakhs

AHMEDABAD
 

The Ahmedabad Crime 
Branch successfully inter-
cepted a major drug deal 
this week, seizing over 400 
grams of  mephedrone 
(MD) valued at more than 
₹12 lakh. 

Two men were arrested 
during the raid in the 
Gheekanta area as police 
ramp up security ahead of 
upcoming elections.

The operation took place 
on April 13 after officers 
on patrol received a "tip-
off" about illegal drug ac-
tivity near the Laxmi Mata 
temple. 

Upon raiding the loca-
tion, police caught the sus-
pects with the drugs, for 
which they had no legal 
permits. The two men, 
identified as 26-year-old 
Ma la r am Devas i  and 
35-year-old Ashok Kumar 
Darji, both live in Ahmed-
abad but are originally 
from Rajasthan and Ban-

askantha.In addition to 
the drugs, officers 

confiscated three 
mobile phones, 

c a s h ,  a n d 
v a r i o u s 

p a c k -
i n g 
m a -
t e r i -
a l s 

used for distribution. The 
total value of the seized 
property is estimated at 
nearly ₹12.6 lakh. 

This is the second such 
victory for  the Crime 
Branch in just a few days, 
on April 12, they arrested 
two other men in Behram-
pura with over 50 grams of 
the same substance.

A case has been official-
ly filed under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act. 
Invest igators  are  now 
working to track down the 
original supplier and dis-
mantle the wider network 
responsible for bringing 
these dangerous chemicals 
into the city.

BREAKDOWN OF RECENT SEIZURES

Behrampura Gheekanta

52.41 grams 412 grams

`12,59,500

Date April 12 April 13

Location

Quantity

Total Value `1,98,920

CENTRE GIVES 
RAGHAV 

CHADHA TOP 
TIER SECURITY
NEW DELHI

 
The central government has 
s tepped  in  to  provide 
high-level protection for Ra-
ghav Chadha, a prominent 
member of the Aam Aadmi 
Party. This decision comes 
shortly after the Punjab gov-
ernment chose to remove his 
existing security team.

According to official sourc-
es, the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has granted Mr. Chadha 
'Z+ category' security. This is 
one of the highest levels of 
protection available in the 
country. Under this new plan, 
paramilitary forces will guard 
the Rajya Sabha member 
during his travels and stays in 
both Delhi and Punjab.

The move follows a de-
tailed safety review by the 
Intelligence Bureau. Experts 
looked at the potential risks 
surrounding the leader before 
deciding that a strong security 
presence was necessary.

This change in security ar-
rives at a sensitive time for 
Mr. Chadha and his party. Re-
cently, there have been signs 
of a growing disagreement 
between him and the AAP 
leadership. 

Just two weeks ago, he was 
replaced as the Deputy Lead-
er in the Rajya Sabha by 
Ashok Mittal. Since then, Mr. 
Chadha has shared several 
cryptic messages on social 
media, suggesting he is being 
sidelined but remains com-
mitted to his work.

President 
calls for 

tech to fix 
healthcare

NAGPUR
 

President Droupadi 
Murmu urged the 
medical community 
to  embrace  cu t -
ting-edge technology 
to close the widening 
healthcare gap be-
tween India's cities 
and villages. Speak-
ing at the graduation 
ceremony for AIIMS 
Nagpur, she empha-
sized that while med-
icine is advancing 
rapidly, the benefits 
must reach every cit-
izen regardless of 
where they live.

The President not-
ed that tools like arti-
ficial intelligence and 
digital health services 
are transforming how 
we treat illness. How-
ever, she stressed that 
these high-tech ad-
vances should specif-
ically be used to 
bring quality care to 
rural areas that have 
historically been left 
behind. 

"The health of our 
citizens is vital for the 
nation’s progress," she 
remarked, highlight-
ing the government's 
efforts to build more 
top-t ier  hospi tals 
across the country. 

Beyond technology, 
the President spoke 
warmly about the hu-
man side of medicine. 
She reminded the 
new graduates that 
being a doctor is a 
"path of service to 
humanity" rather than 
just a career.
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East coast fishing ban begins for conservation
VISAKHAPATNAM 

 
A mandatory 61-day fishing 
ban officially took effect 
across India’s eastern coast-
line to protect marine life 
during the peak breeding sea-
son. 

Running from April 15 to 
June 14, the ban stops all 
mechanized fishing activities 
in West Bengal, Odisha, 
Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil 
Nadu. The goal is to allow 
fish stocks in the Bay of Ben-
gal to replenish, ensuring the 
long-term health of the ocean.

To support families during this period, the Andhra Pradesh government has 

promised ₹20,000 in cash to 
each eligible fisherman. This 
money will be sent directly to 
their bank accounts this May. 
While the government says 
this aid helps replace lost in-
come, many local fishing 
leaders argue it  is not 
enough. They are calling for 
extra support for women and 
young workers who also rely 
on the industry but may not 
qualify for the current pay-
out.

Industry experts are also 
looking for bigger changes in 
the national budget. They 
want the central government 

to improve rules for the “Ex-
clusive Economic Zone,” 
which would help local fish-
ermen catch more deep-sea 
fish like tuna once the ban 
ends. For now, thousands of 
boats are docked as officials 
strictly enforce the rules to 
prevent overfishing. While 
the two-month pause is diffi-
cult for workers, scientists 
say it is essential for the en-
vironment.

 Coastal communities now 
face a quiet 61 days as they 
wait for the seas to recover 
and the next fishing season to 
begin.

BREEDING SEASON

QUICK READ
Blind couple love  
case reaches High 

Court

TCS Nashik 
harassment probe 

deepens

BJP women lead 
scooty rally for bill 

support

New Delhi
A 100% visually impaired 
man has approached the 
Delhi High Court seeking 

release of his partner, 
who is also visually im-

paired and allegedly con-
fined by her family over 

an interfaith relationship. 
The Division Bench of the 

Delhi High Court issued 
notice to the woman’s 

family and directed that 
she be produced before 
the court on April 18. It is 
a habeas corpus petition 
filed by Ram Kripal under 
Article 226, alleging the 
woman was taken from 
her hostel, kept in con-
finement, and denied 

contact, despite claiming 
a consensual interfaith 

relationship and seeking 
police action earlier.

Nashik
The investigation into al-
leged harassment at the 
Tata Consultancy Servic-

es Nashik office has in-
tensified, with police say-
ing senior HR officials ig-

nored over 70 com-
plaints. A Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) is ex-
amining possible collu-

sion, communication re-
cords, and financial links 

between accused em-
ployees. Authorities al-

lege that complaints 
were not properly esca-

lated despite being raised 
repeatedly. Around nine 
cases have been regis-

tered, involving multiple 
accused, some of whom 
are in custody. The Tata 
Sons has ordered an in-

ternal probe, stating zero 
tolerance for misconduct 
and assuring full cooper-

ation with the ongoing 
police investigation into 

the matter.

Hyderabad
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party women’s wing 

organised a large 
scooty rally in Hydera-

bad to support the 
Women’s Reservation 

Bill. Hundreds of wom-
en riders took part, 

highlighting demands 
for greater representa-
tion of women in Par-
liament and state as-

semblies. Leaders said 
the move aims to 

strengthen women’s 
empowerment and en-

courage political par-
ticipation. Party repre-

sentatives also 
planned further march-

es and meetings in 
coming days. They 

claimed the Bill would 
help women address 
social issues more ef-

fectively. The event 
also saw criticism of 
opposition leaders, 

with organisers accus-
ing them of failing to 

act on earlier promises 
related to women’s 

welfare and rep-
resentation.

Class 10 CBSE students 
excel with higher scores
CBSE released Class 10 results with a 93.70% pass rate, marking 

an improvement under the new dual-exam academic system.
NEW DELHI

 
Thousands of families are cel-
ebrating as the Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) officially released the 
Class 10 exam results. This 
year, students reached a na-
tional pass rate of 93.70%, a 
small but proud step up from 
last year’s performance.

The 2026 academic year 
marked a big change for stu-
dents. Under new education 
rules, the board introduced a 
dual-exam system to reduce 
stress. Officials noted that the 
improved scores prove stu-
dents are handling the new, 
practical style of learning 
very well.

Students can find their 
marks quickly on the Dig-
iLocker platform or through 
official websites like results.
cbse.nic.in. For those in re-
mote areas, results are also 

available via SMS and the 
UMANG app. Schools will 
receive full result lists via 
email to help students who 
cannot get online.

Trivandrum and Vijayawa-
da led the country with nearly 
perfect scores of 99.79%. To 
keep things fair and reduce 
pressure, the board chose not 
to release a "merit list" or 
rank students into first or sec-
ond divisions.

Looking ahead, CBSE is 

making a major tech upgrade. 
While Class 10 papers were 
checked by hand, the board is 
moving to "On-Screen Mark-
ing" for Class 12. This digital 
system uses scanned papers to 
stop totaling errors and get 
results out faster. With over 
46 lakh students appearing for 
exams across 26 countries, 
this digital shift aims to make 
the grading process clearer 
and more accurate for every-
one involved.

Chhattisgarh cuts property 
fees for women by half

RAIPUR
 

In a landmark move for wom-
en's rights, the Chhattisgarh 
government announced two 
major legal shifts. During a 
cabinet meeting led by Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, of-
ficials launched a push for a 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
and slashed property registra-
tion costs for women.

The  mos t  immedia te 
change is a 50 percent dis-
count on property registration 
fees for assets held in a wom-
an’s name. This policy is de-
signed to encourage families 
to put land and homes in the 
names of wives, daughters, 
and mothers, boosting their 
financial security. While the 
state expects to lose about Rs 
153 crore in revenue, leaders 
view this as a vital "social in-

vestment" to help women in 
rural and urban areas gain in-
dependence.

On the legal front, the state 

is moving toward a Uniform 
Civil Code. A high-level com-
mittee, led by retired Justice 
Ranjana Prakash Desai, has 
been formed to draft the new 
rules. The goal is to replace 
various religious laws regard-
ing marriage, divorce, and 
inheritance with one single set 
of rules for everyone.

"This is about making the 
law simple and equal," a gov-
ernment spokesperson shared. 
By creating a uniform system, 
the state hopes to protect the 
rights of women and children 
who are often vulnerable un-
der older, complex personal 
laws. The committee will now 
begin a massive consultation 
process with legal experts and 
tribal communities to ensure 
the new code respects the 
state's unique cultural bal-
ance.

Chhattisgarh is slashing 
property registration fees 
for women by 50 percent 
and forming a committee 

to draft a Uniform Civil 
Code to ensure gender-

equal laws.

PM Modi leads major election 
roadshow in Kanniyakumari

KANNIYAKUMARI
 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi swept through the 
streets of Nagercoil, leading 
a massive roadshow that sig-
nals a high-stakes push for 
the upcoming Tamil Nadu 
elections. Flanked by BJP 
and AIADMK leaders, the 
Prime Minister used the 
event to honor Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar and energize the 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) base.

The atmosphere was elec-
tric as the Prime Minister 
traveled alongside AIADMK 
leader Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami and state BJP chief 
Nainar Nagenthran. The 
joint appearance solidifies 
the partnership between the 
two parties as they look to 
unseat the current DMK 
government.  Supporters 
lined the roads, waving flags 
and cheering as the convoy 
passed through the coastal 

district.Local BJP leader K. 
Annamalai voiced strong 
confidence in the alliance, 
predicting a "huge mandate" 
for the NDA. He empha-
sized that voters are eager 
for change and believe the 
current administration has 
blocked central government 
benefits from reaching the 
public. To counter this, PM 
Modi highlighted the suc-
cess of "Direct Benefit 
Transfer" schemes, which 
send money straight to citi-

zens' bank accounts, cutting 
out middlemen.The political 
landscape in Tamil Nadu is 
growing more complex. 
While the main fight re-
mains between the DMK-
led alliance and the NDA, 
t h e  e n t r y  o f  a c -
tor-turned-politician Vijay 
and his new party, TVK, 
could create a three-way 
battle for votes. With the 
single-phase election set for 
April 23 and counting on 
May 4.

Delhi HC asks center for 
clear rules on transgender ID

NEW DELHI 
 

The Delhi High Court has 
asked the central government 
to clarify how transgender in-
dividuals should be recog-
nized in official and educa-
tional documents. A bench of 
Justice Prathiba M. Singh and 
Justice Madhu Jain noted that 
this case is vital because it 
will affect almost every major 
government record in the 
country.

The court's decision came 
while hearing several peti-
tions about how gender is list-
ed on certificates from 
schools like CBSE and Delhi 
University. The judges point-
ed out that any new rules will 
likely change how names and 

genders are recorded on birth 
certificates, passports, driving 
licenses, and other state IDs. 
To ensure a thorough review, 
the court has officially added 
the Secretary of the Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empow-
erment to the case.During the 
discussion, lawyers men-
tioned the Transgender Per-
sons (Protection of Rights) 
Amendment Act of 2026. 
This new law changes the le-
gal definition of a "transgen-
der person," but there is cur-
rently confusion because the 
government has not yet offi-
cially started using the new 
definition. The petitioners ar-
gue that regardless of the de-
lay, they should be protected 
under these updated rules.

NEW DELHI 
 

The Supreme Court closed the 
long-running Sterling Biotech 
case after a massive recovery 
of nearly ₹9,800 crore. This 
decision brings a final end to 
the legal battles surrounding 
Nitin J. Sandesara and his 
business group. The court de-
cided that since the banks and 
lenders have now been paid 
back in full, there is no reason 
to keep the legal fight going.

The case originally began 
when investigators claimed 
the company owed over 
₹5,000 crore. Over the years, 

the money was clawed back 
through different ways. About 
₹3,500 crore was paid directly 
to banks, while more than 
₹1,100 crore came from sell-
ing off company assets. A fi-
nal large deposit of over 
₹5,100 crore recently pushed 
the total recovery to a level 
that satisfied the court.Be-
cause the lenders have their 
money back, the judges or-
dered that all related investi-
gations by groups like the 
CBI and the Enforcement 
Directorate be dropped. The 
court noted that continuing 
these cases would serve no 

real purpose. A tiny remain-
ing balance of about ₹45 
lakh was paid just two days 
ago to clear the books com-
pletely.Lawyers for the 
company argued that the 
full repayment justified a 
fresh start. The Supreme 
Court agreed, marking this 
as a rare example of a 
high-value financial dispute 
ending with the banks get-
ting every penny they were 
owed. With all debts settled, 
the court declared the mat-
ter officially finished, clos-
ing a major chapter in Indi-
an financial law.

Supreme Court ends huge Sterling Biotech case

Schools must build better citizens says speaker
NEW DELHI 

 
Delhi Assembly Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta shared a power-
ful message about the future 
of our students. Speaking at a 
prize ceremony at Delhi Pub-
lic School, Mathura Road, he 
argued that education should 
be about much more than just 
getting high marks. Instead, 
he believes the real goal of 
schools is to raise young peo-
ple who are aware, disci-

plined, and ready to help their 
country.

While good grades can 
open doors, Gupta explained 
that character and wisdom are 
what truly help a person suc-
ceed in the long run. He con-
gratulated the students, par-
ents, and teachers, noting that 
true success comes from hard 
work and staying consistent. 
To him, an achievement only 
matters if the person behind it 
has a strong sense of purpose.

NEW QR CODES IMPROVE 
GUJARAT BUS TRAVEL

AHMEDABAD 
 

Commuters in Gujarat now 
have a direct way to voice 
their opinions on the go. The 
Gujarat State Road Transport 
Corporation (GSRTC) has 
launched a new QR code 
feedback system across its 
fleet. By scanning a code 
placed on the back of their 
seats, passengers can instantly 
rate their journey, report is-
sues, or even upload photos of 
problems they encounter.

The system is already prov-
ing its worth. Recently, pas-
sengers in premium AC and 
Volvo buses used the codes to 
complain about bad smells. 
The corporation responded 
quickly by installing air fresh-
eners in all luxury buses state-

wide. Beyond just complaints, 
the data shows that people are 
generally happy, in March 
alone, the service earned an 
impressive 4.5 out of 5 rating 
from over 1,700 travelers. 
Safety and staff behavior 
were highlighted as the stron-
gest areas.

The government is using 
this tech to handle its massive 
growth. Over the last year, 
daily ridership jumped from 
25 lakh to 27 lakh passengers. 
Leaders now hope to reach 30 
lakh daily riders by making 
the buses cleaner and more 
reliable. To help with this, 
GSRTC is creating 400 spe-
cial QR codes specifically for 
bus depots, allowing people 
to rate the cleanliness of sta-
tions as well.

Amarnath Yatra 
registration opens 
across the country

JAMMU 
 

Thousands of devotees across 
India began signing up for the 
annual Shri Amarnath Ji Ya-
tra. This year’s pilgrimage to 
the holy cave shrine is set to 
be longer than usual, lasting 
57 days. The journey will of-
ficially start on July 3 and 
come to a close on August 28, 
perfectly timing with the fes-
tival of Raksha Bandhan.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha announced that regis-
tration is now open .

Signis India condemns remarks against 
Pope, urges responsible discourse

JALANDHAR
 

The Indian chapter of the World 
Catholic Association for Social 
Communication, SIGNIS India, 
has strongly condemned the re-
cent disparaging remarks made 
by former U.S. President Don-
ald Trump against His Holiness 
Pope Leo XIV, calling for re-
spect and responsibility in pub-
lic communication.

In a statement, SIGNIS India 
expressed deep concern over 
comments directed at the Su-
preme Pontiff, noting that such 
remarks hurt the sentiments of 
Catholics worldwide. The or-
ganisation said that the Pope, as 
the successor of St. Peter and 
the visible head of the Catholic 
Church, commands deep rever-
ence among millions of believ-
ers. Any affront to him, it said, 
amounts to disrespect toward 

the faith and dignity of the 
global Catholic community.

While reaffirming its support 
for freedom of expression and 
constructive dialogue in demo-
cratic societies, SIGNIS India 
stressed that personal attacks on 
religious leaders are unaccept-
able. It warned that such rheto-
ric undermines mutual respect, 
weakens interreligious harmo-
ny, and erodes the moral foun-
dations of public discourse.

Calling upon leaders, media 

professionals, and influencers 
to exercise restraint, the body 
urged them to uphold civility 
and avoid language that de-
means religious beliefs.

SIGNIS India also reaffirmed 
its loyalty and communion with 
Pope Leo XIV, praying that his 
mission rooted in peace, justice, 
and compassion continues to 
inspire humanity. It encouraged 
the faithful to respond with 
prayer and wisdom rather than 
anger in challenging situations.
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Pakistan police face 

severe gender 
gap crisis

Teen killing sparks 
rights concerns in 

Balochistan

Japanese firm eyes 
India for leather 

expansion

KARACHI
A new report highlights 
a serious lack of wom-
en in Pakistan’s police 

force, with female 
staff making up less 
than three per cent. 

The study by Account-
ability Lab Pakistan 

links this gap to poor 
handling of crimes 

against women and 
low trust in police. Pa-
kistan ranked 145th in 

the Global Gender Gap 
Index 2024 by the 

World Economic Fo-
rum. Experts say fewer 
women officers lead to 

underreporting and 
weak investigations. 
The report urges re-

forms to improve gen-
der balance, strength-

en justice, and build 
public confidence in 

law enforcement 
across the country.

BALOCHISTAN
An 18-year-old student 
was shot dead in Kech 
district, raising serious 

human rights concerns. 
The victim, Chakar Ba-
loch, was attacked by 

unknown gunmen at his 
shop and died on the 

spot. Activists and the 
Baloch Yakjehti Com-
mittee alleged the kill-

ing was carried out by a 
state-backed group, 

calling it an extrajudi-
cial act. Reports high-
light growing violence 

in the region. The group 
has urged the United 

Nations to step in and 
ensure fair investiga-
tion, as fears rise over 
safety and justice in 

Balochistan.

TOKYO
Kyowa Leather Cloth is 
focusing on India as a 

key growth market 
through partnerships 
with local firms. The 
company, known for 

supplying materials used 
in Toyota cars, plans to 

expand production as In-
dia’s auto sector grows. 
A company official said 

demand for premium ve-
hicles is expected to rise, 
creating new opportuni-
ties. Kyowa aims to set 
up a factory in India by 
2029. It is also working 

on eco-friendly solu-
tions, including recycling 
and using natural mate-
rials, to reduce environ-

mental impact while 
meeting future demand 
from Indian car buyers.

CAMBODIA FUEL PRICES DROP 
AMID TWO-WEEK CEASEFIRE

PHNOM PENH
 

Motorists in Cambodia are see-
ing a welcome drop in fuel 
costs following a two-week 
ceasefire agreement between 
the United States and Iran. 

The Ministry of Commerce 
announced that regular gasoline 
has fallen to 5,100 riels ($1.28) 
per litre, a nearly 2% dip from 
just a few days back. Diesel 
saw a much steeper decline, 
dropping over 7% to 6,400 riels 
($1.60) per litre.

The price relief is a direct re-
sult of easing tensions in West 
Asia, which have heavily im-
pacted global oil markets. Be-
cause Cambodia lacks its own 

active oil refineries, the nation 
relies entirely on imports, mak-
ing it highly sensitive to inter-
national conflict. To protect 
citizens from the “Middle East 
premium,” Prime Minister Hun 
Manet confirmed that the gov-
ernment is spending roughly 
$50 million every month to 
subsidize fuel costs by slashing 
import taxes and duties.

While the government is sub-

sidizing oil to keep the econo-
my moving, it is also using tax 
breaks to nudge the country 
toward energy independence. 
Subsidies now extend to elec-
tric vehicles (EVs), solar-pow-
ered devices, and electric 
stoves. By reducing the cost of 
green technology, officials hope 
to lower the country’s total reli-
ance on the volatile global oil 
market in the long run.

FUEL DIP

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Tensions peak as ships 
bypass the blockade

Despite a massive U.S. blockade, Iranian ships are using deceptive shipping 
tactics to bypass naval enforcement in the region

DUBAI
 

The high-stakes game of cat-
and-mouse in the Strait of 
Hormuz has entered a danger-
ous new phase.

 Despite a massive U.S. 
blockade involving over 
10,000 personnel and a dozen 
warships, at least two Iranian 
container ships successfully 
reached the port of Bandar 
Abbas. They did so by using 
a common maritime decep-
tion: altering their Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) 
data to hide their final desti-
nation.

The U.S. Central Command 
recently launched this "no-ex-
ceptions" blockade following 
military strikes against Iran in 

late February. The mission 
aims to stop all maritime traf-
fic entering or leaving Iranian 
waters. While U.S. forces 
claim that no ships success-
fully bypassed the line in the 
first 24 hours, forcing six 
merchant vessels to turn back, 

maritime data suggests that 
"dark" or deceptive shipping 
tactics are already complicat-
ing enforcement. By changing 
their destination signal from 
"Bandar Abbas" to the vague 
"PG Ports" (Persian Gulf 
Ports), these vessels obscured 

their intent until they had 
cleared the most heavily pa-
trolled zones.

The risks of miscalculation 
are extreme. President Donald 
Trump warned that the mili-
tary will "eliminate" any ship 
that breaches the blockade 
line. This aggressive stance 
comes as daily traffic through 
the world’s most vital oil 
chokepoint has plummeted to 
less than 10 percent of its nor-
mal volume. Before the con-
flict began, over 100 ships 
transited the Strait daily, and 
as of now that number has 
slowed to a trickle as the 
global shipping industry 
weighs the risk of "elimina-
tion" against the necessity of 
trade.

Sky-high fuel costs 
ground Virgin 

Australia flights
SYDNEY

 
Virgin Australia is scaling 
back its domestic schedule 
and raising ticket prices as a 
massive spike in jet fuel costs 
hits the airline’s bottom line.

 In a recent update to the 
Australian Securities Ex-
change, the carrier revealed 
that fuel expenses for the sec-
ond half of 2026 are expected 
to jump by 40 million AUD 
($28.5 million USD) more 
than originally planned.

The airline, which is 25% 
owned by Qatar Airways, 
blames the sudden financial 
pressure on the Middle East 
crisis. Jet fuel prices have be-
come extremely unstable, 
more than doubling since late 
February. To survive the vol-
atility, Virgin Australia is cut-
ting its domestic flight capac-
ity by 1% this quarter and 
using "fuel hedging", a way to 
lock in prices to protect 
against further spikes.

The crisis is hitting every 
major carrier in the region. 
Qantas Group issued an even 
grimmer warning, showing 

that the entire industry is in 
defensive mode. As airlines 
struggle, the governments of 
Australia and Singapore are 
stepping in to secure the 
broader energy market. Prime 
Ministers Anthony Albanese 
and Lawrence Wong have 
pledged “maximum efforts” 
to keep essential supplies like 
diesel and liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) flowing between 
the two nations.

While these high-level 
deals aim to stabilize the 
country’s energy security, the 
immediate impact for travel-
ers remains clear: with fewer 
seats available and higher op-
erating costs, flying across 
Australia is about to get more 
expensive.

VIRGIN AUSTRALIA
Estimated fuel hit

$40 Million AUD
Capacity cut

1%

QANTAS GROUP
Estimated fuel hit

$800 Million AUD
Capacity cut

5%

AIRLINE

Virgin Australia and 
Qantas are cutting 

domestic flights and 
raising fares as Middle 
East tensions drive a 
massive $840 million 

combined spike in jet fuel 
costs.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is investigating Lululemon to determine 
if their products contain harmful “forever chemicals” called PFAS.

Texas investigates Lululemon 
over ‘forever chemical’ claims

TEXAS
 

Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton has opened an investi-
gation into Lululemon to de-
termine if the athletic apparel 
giant’s products contain 
harmful Per- and Polyfluoro-
alkyl substances (PFAS). 

The probe focuses on 
whether the Canadian compa-
ny misled customers who buy 
the brand specifically for its 
"wellness" and "sustainability" 
image. Commonly called "for-
ever chemicals" because they 
do not break down in the envi-
ronment, PFAS are a group of 
14,000 synthetic chemicals 
linked to serious health risks. 
According to the CDC, expo-

sure can lead to cancer, high 
cholesterol, and weakened im-
mune systems. Paxton’s office 
has issued a legal demand for 
documents to review the com-
pany’s supply chain, safety 
testing protocols, and its inter-
nal list of restricted substanc-
es.

Lululemon denies the alle-
gations, stating it does not use 
PFAS in its current lineup. The 
company clarified that it fin-
ished phasing out these chem-
icals in early 2023, noting they 
were previously used only in a 
small number of water-repel-
lent items. Lululemon insists 
its products exceed global 
safety standards and is cooper-
ating with Texas officials by 

providing the requested data.
The investigation marks a 

significant moment for the 
"athleisure" industry. As 
health-conscious shoppers 
move toward non-toxic cloth-
ing, regulators are increasingly 
scrutinizing whether "green" 
marketing matches the actual 
chemical makeup of the fabric. 
If the probe finds evidence of 
PFAS, it could lead to major 
legal penalties and a shift in 
how athletic gear is manufac-
tured worldwide.

REGULAR GASOLINE
New Price (Riels) 5,100

USD Equivalent $1.28

% Change -1.9%

COOKING GAS (LPG)
New Price (Riels) 3,900

USD Equivalent $0.97

% Change Unchanged

DIESEL
New Price (Riels) 6,400

USD Equivalent $1.60

% Change -7.2%

India-Germany boost ties for future
BERLIN

 
India and Germany have 
taken a massive step for-
ward in their long-stand-
ing friendship. 

Top officials met in Ber-
lin this week to discuss 
how the two nations can 
work closer together on 
high-tech projects, nation-
al defense, and clean ener-
gy. This meeting is extra 
special because the two 
countries are celebrating 
75 years of working to-
gether. Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri met with 
German leaders to review 
everything from trade to 
new technology. Both 
sides agreed that in a 
changing world, it is vital 
to share ideas on "green" 
hydrogen and digital tools. 
They also looked at ways 
to build military equip-
ment together, making 
both nations stronger and 

more secure.
The talks weren't just 

about business and ma-
chines, they were about 
people and peace. The 
leaders discussed global 
issues, including the con-
flicts in Ukraine and West 
Asia, seeking ways to en-
sure food and energy stay 
affordable for everyone. 
To mark this big anniver-
sary, they even launched a 
brand-new logo that rep-
resents their 75-year bond.

This visit follows a suc-
cessful trip by German 

Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
to India earlier this year. 
That meeting set the stage 
for this week’s progress, 
proving that the partner-
ship is more active than 
ever. By focusing on inno-
vation and trust, India and 
Germany are not just look-
ing back at their history, 
they are building a high-
tech future together. 

Both sides plan to meet 
again later this year to 
keep this positive energy 
moving forward for their 
citizens.

Police burn massive 
stashes of illegal drugs

KHOST
 

Counter-narcotics police in 
eastern Afghanistan took a fi-
ery stand against the drug 
trade this week, publicly 
burning over 100 kilograms 
of seized narcotics. 

The event, held in Khost 
province, was designed to 
send a clear message - the 
government is tightening its 
grip on illegal smuggling.

Provincial director Qari 
Wahidullah Matawakil con-
firmed that the destroyed con-
traband included heroin, hash-
ish, and raw opium. Also 
tossed into the flames were 
thousands of "Tablet K" pills, 
a common local stimulant. 
Officials stood by as the drugs 
turned to ash, emphasizing 
that no one has the right to 
produce or move narcotics in 
the region.

This public display is part 
of a much larger nationwide 
crackdown. Over the last few 
months, Afghan security forc-

es have been busy smashing 
poppy farms and intercepting 
smugglers on the move. From 
the northern province of 
Takhar to Herat in the west, 
police have seized hundreds 
of kilograms of drugs hidden 
in vehicle compartments and 
arrested dozens of suspects.

In one recent raid, officers 
even recovered an assault rifle 
alongside 75 kilograms of raw 
opium, highlighting the dan-
gerous nature of the trade. 
The government has vowed to 
continue these operations un-
til the country is entirely free 
of drug threats. For now, the 
message from Khost is loud 
and clear, those who violate 
the law will face legal action, 
and their products will end up 
as smoke.

Security alert: 
800 terrorists 

massing at 
borders

LAHORE
 

Indian intelligence agencies 
have issued a major security 
warning following the discov-
ery of at least 70 active terror 
launchpads across the border. 

Reports indicate that nearly 
800 terrorists are currently 
waiting in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK) to infiltrate 
into Jammu and Kashmir.

Officials say the Pakistan 
establishment is trying to take 
advantage of the world’s fo-
cus on conflicts in the Middle 
East. By moving operatives 
during this time, and amidst 
ongoing state elections in In-
dia, they hope to find gaps in 
border security. Intelligence 
suggests that at least 10 of 
these launchpads are located 
along the International Bor-
der, while the remaining 60 
are spread along the Line of 
Control.

The strategy for crossing 
over has reportedly changed. 
Instead of small groups, the 
plan is to push 10 to 15 bat-
tle-hardened fighters through 
multiple points at the same 
time. This "coordinated 
strike" method aims to stretch 
Indian security forces thin, 
hoping at least some groups 
can slip past the heavy sur-
veillance.

This sudden rush comes af-
ter Indian forces successfully 
destroyed terror camps last 
year during "Operation Sin-
door." That operation was a 
response to a deadly attack in 
Pahalgam that killed 26 tour-
ists. Since then, local terror 
networks have grown weak, 
forcing the ISI to rely on 
sending highly trained opera-
tives from outside to keep un-
rest alive.
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Hugo Ekitike injury casts major doubt 
over Liverpool and France plans

Liverpool forward stretchered off after serious-looking leg injury in PSG defeat
LIVERPOOL

 
Hugo Ekitike suffered a po-
tentially serious injury during 
Liverpool FC’s UEFA Cham-
pions League quarterfinal sec-
ond-leg defeat to Paris 
Saint-Germain, raising con-
cerns for both club and coun-
try ahead of a crucial stretch 
of the season. 

The France international 
was forced off in the first half 
after appearing to injure his 
right leg following an awk-
ward slip in the 27th minute 
at Anfield.

Medical staff rushed onto 
the pitch as Ekitike received 
treatment before it was quick-
ly determined that he could 
not continue. 

He was taken off on a 
stretcher and replaced by Mo-
hamed Salah, in a worrying 
moment for Liverpool fans 
who have relied heavily on 
the striker’s form this season.

Liverpool manager Arne 
Slot admitted after the match 
that the injury “doesn’t look 
good,” although he stopped 
short of providing a definitive 
diagnosis. He said further 
medical assessments would 
be carried out the following 
day to determine the full ex-

tent of the damage.
The setback comes at a cru-

cial stage of the campaign, 
with Liverpool chasing both 
domestic and European objec-
tives. Ekitike has been one of 
the standout performers for 
the club this season, scoring 
19 goals across competitions 

and emerging as a key attack-
ing figure under Slot’s sys-
tem.

The injury also poses a sig-
nificant concern for the 
France national football team 
ahead of the upcoming FIFA 
World Cup preparations. The 
young forward had recently 

boosted his international rep-
utation by scoring in France’s 
2-1 victory over Brazil, fur-
ther establishing himself as an 
important option in attack.

The match itself ended in 
disappointment for Liverpool, 
as PSG secured a 2-0 win on 
the night and a dominant 4-0 
aggregate victory to progress 
to the semi-finals. Despite the 
result, the focus quickly shift-
ed to Ekitike’s condition rath-
er than the elimination.

PSG also had injury con-
cerns of their own, with Nuno 
Mendes and Désiré Doué both 
forced off at different stages, 
though neither appeared as 
serious as Ekitike’s issue.

For Liverpool, the immedi-
ate priority now will be as-
sessing recovery timelines, as 
losing their in-form striker at 
such a decisive stage could 
significantly impact their re-
maining season ambitions 
across all competitions.

Atletico Madrid survive 
Barcelona scare to reach 

Champions League semifinals
MADRID

 
Atletico Madrid booked 
their place in the UEFA 
Champions League semi-
finals after holding off a 
fierce comeback attempt 
from FC Barcelona in a 
dramatic quarterfinal sec-
ond leg at the Metropoli-
tano. Despite a 2-1 defeat 
on the night, Diego Sime-
one’s side advanced 3-2 
on aggregate, thanks to 
their 2-0 first-leg win in 
Barcelona.

The victory marks At-
letico’s return to the 
Champions League final 
four for the first time 
since 2017, sparking emo-
tional celebrations inside 
the stadium long after the 
final whistle. Players and 
fans stayed behind to 
chant, sing, and celebrate 
a landmark European 
achievement under Sime-
one’s long-standing lead-
ership.

Barcelona made a blis-
tering start, overturning 
the aggregate deficit with-
in the opening 24 minutes. 
Young star Lamine Yamal 
struck early after capital-
ising on a defensive error, 
becoming the youngest 
top scorer in Champions 
League history under the 
age of 19. Moments later, 
Ferran Torres added a sec-
ond with a clinical finish, 
briefly putting Barcelona 
in control of the tie.

However, Atletico re-
sponded before halftime 
through Ademola Look-
man, whose breakaway 
goal proved decisive in 
shifting momentum back 
toward the Spanish capital 
side. The goal ensured 
that Barcelona still trailed 
on aggregate despite their 
strong start. The match 

turned further in Atletico’s 
favour after Barcelona de-
fender Eric García was 
sent off in the 79th minute 
for a foul on Alexander 
Sørloth, reducing the vis-
itors to 10 men at a cru-
cial stage. Atletico man-
aged the closing minutes 
with discipline and defen-
sive resilience to secure 
qualification.

Atletico captain Koke 
praised the team’s charac-
ter, highlighting their abil-
ity to recover after a diffi-
cult opening spell. Sime-
one, visibly emotional af-
ter the match, said reach-
ing another semifinal after 
14 years of constant re-
building was a deeply 
meaningful achievement 
for him and the club.

Barcelona, coached by 
Hansi Flick, expressed 
frustration over missed 
chances, particularly in 
the first half when they 
had opportunities to ex-
tend their advantage fur-
ther. Frenkie de Jong ad-
mitted the red card proved 
decisive, while Flick in-
sisted his side’s effort and 
mentality were strong de-
spite elimination.

Atletico Madrid will 
now face either Arsenal or 
Sporting Lisbon in the 
semifinals, with the En-
glish side holding a nar-
row first-leg advantage. 
Simeone’s men remain in 
contention for a historic 
Champions League title, 
having previously fallen 
short in two finals and a 
semifinal during their Eu-
ropean journey.

For Atletico, the night 
was more than just quali-
fication—it was a reaffir-
mation of resilience, iden-
tity, and belief on Eu-
rope’s biggest stage.

French winger’s brace seals dominant aggregate win as Liverpool crash out at Anfield

Ousmane Dembélé fires PSG past Liverpool 
into Champions League semifinals

LIVERPOOL
 

Ousmane Dembélé delivered 
a decisive double at Anfield 
as Paris Saint-Germain de-
feated Liverpool FC 2-0 on 
the night to complete a com-
manding 4-0 aggregate victo-
ry and advance to the UEFA 
Champions League semifi-
nals. The French internation-
al’s clinical finishing ensured 
the defending champions pro-
gressed comfortably despite a 
spirited but wasteful display 
from the English side.

The defeat marked a painful 
end to Liverpool’s European 
campaign and potentially a 
bitter farewell to club icon 
Mohamed Salah, whose nine-
year spell at Anfield may now 
be nearing its conclusion. 
Manager Arne Slot made the 
surprising decision to start Al-
exander Isak ahead of Salah, 
but the tactical shift failed to 

inspire a turnaround in for-
tunes. Liverpool’s night wors-
ened early when forward 
Hugo Ekitike suffered a seri-
ous-looking leg injury and 
had to be stretchered off in 
the first half. The incident not 
only disrupted Liverpool’s at-
tacking structure but also cast 
doubt over his availability for 
the remainder of the season 
and beyond.

Despite flashes of resis-
tance, Liverpool struggled to 
convert chances. Virgil van 
Dijk and Milos Kerkez were 
both denied by crucial PSG 
defensive interventions, while 
a VAR reversal denied them a 
penalty that briefly raised 
hopes of a comeback.

PSG, meanwhile, showed 
their superiority in key mo-
ments. Although they missed 
several chances earlier in the 
tie, Dembélé eventually broke 
Liverpool’s resistance in the 

72nd minute, cutting inside 
and curling a precise strike 
into the bottom corner to ef-
fectively end the contest.

The winger added a sec-
ond in stoppage time, fin-
ishing calmly from a Brad-
ley Barcola assist to under-
line PSG’s control over 
both legs of the quarterfi-
nal. The French champions, 
led by Luis Enrique, have 
now reached their third con-
secutive Champions League 
semifinal, reinforcing their 
status as one of Europe’s 
most consistent forces.

Liverpool, currently strug-
gling in the Premier League 
and already out of domestic 
cup competitions, will finish 
the season without silver-
ware. Their elimination also 
raises questions about squad 
depth and attacking balance 
following a season plagued 
by injuries and inconsistency.

Anthony Joshua vs Tyson Fury mega-
fight targeted for November showdown

LONDON
 

Anthony Joshua and Tyson 
Fury are in advanced negotia-
tions for a blockbuster heavy-
weight showdown scheduled 
for November, according to 
promoter Eddie Hearn, who 
believes the long-awaited 
all-British clash is now closer 
than ever to becoming reality. 
Hearn said that he is “pretty 
sure” the fight will finally 
take place later this year, de-
spite recent confusion caused 
by premature announcements 
from streaming platforms.

The speculation intensified 
after Fury returned from a 
16-month retirement with a 
points victory over Arslanbek 
Makhmudov, prompting Net-
flix to suggest that a deal with 
Joshua had already been com-
pleted. However, Hearn clari-
fied that no final agreement 
has been signed and insisted 
that discussions are still ongo-

ing between both camps.
Joshua, who last fought 

YouTuber Jake Paul in De-
cember after a lengthy layoff, 
is expected to take a tune-up 
bout in July before stepping 
into the ring with Fury. Hearn 
confirmed that contract dis-
cussions have been ex-
changed and negotiations are 
continuing without any major 
obstacles, though details such 
as timing, location, and inter-
im opponents are still being 
finalised.

According to Hearn, Josh-
ua’s instructions are clear: 
secure the Fury fight. The 
promoter emphasised that 

both sides are broadly aligned 
on making the mega-fight 
happen, with only logistical 
and scheduling matters left to 
resolve. The current plan in-
volves Joshua taking a warm-
up fight comparable in level 
to Fury’s recent opponent be-
fore the November show-
down.

Fury’s camp had suggested 
that Joshua’s previous bout 
against Jake Paul could serve 
as adequate preparation, a 
claim Hearn dismissed as 
“cheeky,” reiterating that a 
more credible opponent is ex-
pected before the undisputed 
heavyweight clash.

Jordan Spieth 
boosts US Open 

hopes with strong 
Masters finish

AUGUSTA
 

Jordan Spieth took an import-
ant step toward securing U.S. 
Open qualification exemption 
with a solid finish at the Mas-
ters, where a final-round 
4-under 68 lifted him into a 
tie for 12th at Augusta Na-

tional. While not a head-
line-grabbing surge, the 
result marked his best 
major performance in 
three years and arrived at 
a crucial stage of his sea-
son.

Spieth’s closing round 
featured moments of bril-
liance, including a stun-
ning bunker shot holed 
for eagle on the par-5 
13th and a confident 15-
foot birdie putt at the 
final hole. The late 
push helped him climb 
back into contention on 
the leaderboard and re-
gain valuable world 
ranking points at a 
time when positioning 

is critical.
The result moves Spieth 

from No. 61 to No. 52 in the 
Official World Golf Ranking, 
placing him closer to the top 
60 cutoff that guarantees en-
try into the U.S. Open. With 
his 10-year exemption from 
his 2015 U.S. Open victory 
now expired, Spieth is no lon-
ger automatically qualified 
for the major and must rely 
on ranking position or special 
exemptions to secure entry.

At 32, Spieth remains in a 
competitive but precarious 
position, hovering around the 
qualification threshold. While 
former champions sometimes 
receive discretionary entries, 
he is determined to earn his 
way back through perfor-
mance rather than rely on ex-
emptions.

The timing of his Masters 
finish is significant, as the 
PGA Tour enters a demanding 
stretch leading into the PGA 
Championship. The next sev-
eral weeks include high-
stakes events such as the 
RBC Heritage and multiple 
signature tournaments, all of-
fering crucial ranking oppor-
tunities ahead of the U.S. 
Open qualification deadline.

Justin Thomas noted earlier 
in the week that the current 
PGA Tour schedule is unusu-
ally packed, with little recov-
ery time between major 
events. Players must now bal-
ance form, fatigue, and prepa-
ration across a congested cal-
endar that leads directly into 
major championship season.

Usyk calls Verhoeven dangerous, backs 
Joshua over Fury in blockbuster prediction

LONDON
 

Oleksandr Usyk has de-
scribed kickboxing star Rico 
Verhoeven as a “dangerous 
opponent” ahead of their 
heavyweight clash.

The undefeated Ukrainian 
champion, who holds the WBA 
and IBF heavyweight titles, will 
face Verhoeven in a 12-round 
bout on May 23 at the Pyramids 
of Giza in Egypt. However, 
Usyk confirmed that his belts 
will not be on the line for the 

unique cross-discipline contest 
against the Dutch kickboxing 
legend. Speaking at a press 
conference in London, Usyk 
said he was fully aware of crit-
icism surrounding the matchup 
but insisted he wanted to take 
control of his own career deci-
sions at this stage. He described 
Verhoeven as a strong and dan-
gerous fighter, acknowledging 
the Dutchman’s size, experi-
ence, and combat background.

Verhoeven, a former long-
time kickboxing world champi-

on, has only one professional 
boxing bout on his record, but 
remains confident he can cause 
an upset. Standing at 6-foot-5 
and weighing around 125kg, he 
claimed his physical advantag-
es and “kickboxing angles” 
would pose problems for Usyk, 
who typically competes under 
230lbs.

The Dutch fighter even sug-
gested that one clean shot 
could end the contest, though 
Usyk responded calmly, say-
ing only, “We’ll see,” while 

reiterating his belief that size 
alone does not determine out-
comes at elite level.

Usyk, known for his move-
ment, conditioning, and tactical 
intelligence, added a lighter 
note when discussing prepara-
tion, joking that “good pasta” 
and disciplined training are his 
key ingredients for success. Be-
yond his upcoming bout, Usyk 
also weighed in on the heavy-
weight division’s biggest 
talking point: a potential clash 
between Joshua and Fury.

Viktor Axelsen retires after 
glittering career with two 

Olympic golds
COPENHAGEN

 
Viktor Axelsen, the double 
Olympic badminton champi-
on and one of the sport’s 
modern greats, announced his 
retirement on Wednesday at 
the age of 32, citing ongoing 
back problems that prevented 
him from continuing at elite 
level. The Danish star con-
firmed that despite surgery 
and rehabilitation, he was no 
longer physically able to com-
pete or train at the highest in-
tensity required for interna-
tional badminton.

Axelsen’s decision brings 
to an end a glittering career 
that included Olympic gold 
medals at both the Tokyo 
2020 Games and Paris 2024, 
cementing his place among 
the sport’s most dominant fig-
ures. Known for his towering 
194cm frame, powerful 
smashes, and exceptional 
court coverage, he redefined 
the standards of men’s singles 
badminton over the past de-
cade.

The Dane also won two 
World Championship titles 
and a bronze medal at the 
2016 Rio Olympics, building 
a legacy that placed him 
among the most decorated 
players in badminton history. 
He spent more than 100 con-
secutive weeks as world No. 
1 in men’s singles, a feat sur-
passed only by Malaysian leg-
end Lee Chong Wei.

In his retirement statement, 
Axelsen said accepting the 
end of his playing days had 
been extremely difficult, but 
acknowledged that his body 
had reached its limit. He re-

flected on his journey, stating 
that he had achieved every-
thing he once dreamed of and 
more, and that the memories 
beyond competition mattered 
most.

Axelsen’s career highlights 
include a dominant run at the 
Tokyo Olympics, where he 
did not drop a single game en 
route to the gold medal, de-
feating China’s Chen Long in 
the final. He later defended 
his title at the Paris Olympics, 
joining an elite group of play-
ers to win back-to-back 
Olympic gold medals.

Beyond the Olympics, he 
also claimed three consecu-
tive BWF World Tour Finals 
titles from 2021 to 2023 and 
became one of the few non-
Asian players to win multiple 
world championships.

His popularity extended far 
beyond Europe, particularly 
in China, where he built a 
strong fan base through his 
performances and public pres-
ence on social media plat-
forms. His retirement quickly 
became a major talking point 
among fans and former play-
ers worldwide.

Axelsen said what he would 
miss most was not just com-
petition, but the daily grind, 
preparation, and people who 
shaped his journey.

Real Madrid 
legend Jose 

Emilio Santamaria 
dies at 96

MADRID
 

Real Madrid great Jose 
Emilio Santamaria has 
died at 96, the club con-
firmed on Wednesday. 

The Uruguay-born de-
fender joined Madrid in 
1957 and won four Euro-
pean Cups, six La Liga 
titles, one Intercontinental 
Cup and a Spanish Cup, 
making 337 appearances. 

He represented Uruguay 
25 times, playing in the 
1954 World Cup, and later 
earned 16 caps for Spain, 
featuring in the 1962 edi-
tion.  After retiring, San-
tamaria coached Spain at 
the 1982 World Cup and 
managed its Olympic 
teams. He also had a long 
managerial stint with Es-
panyol.
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Maruti Suzuki boosts shop floor diversity with women
NEW DELHI

India’s leading carmaker, 
Maruti Suzuki, is celebrating a 
major milestone in its journey 
toward workplace equality. 

The company announced 
that its female workforce  
has now surpassed 1,300  
employees. 

This growth is largely driv-
en by a strategic move to hire 
more women for technical 
roles at its massive manufac-
turing plants located in Guru-
gram and Manesar.

Traditionally, automotive 
shopfloors were male-domi-

nated environments, but 
Maruti Suzuki is changing 
that narrative. Over the last 
two years, the company has 
systematically recruited wom-
en for critical tasks, including 

engine assembly, transmission 
work, and quality control. 
These roles require extreme 
precision and consistency, and 
the company notes that its fe-
male technicians are excel-

ling. To ensure a level playing 
field, all new hires undergo 
the same rigorous training as 
their male colleagues, open-
ing doors for long-term career 
growth.

CEO Hisashi Takeuchi ex-
pressed that while women 
have always succeeded in the 
company’s offices, true inte-
gration happens on the factory 
floor. To support this vision, 
Maruti Suzuki has invested in 
significant infrastructure up-
grades. The facilities now fea-
ture dedicated restrooms, 
changing rooms, and crèche 
services for working mothers. 

Safety has also been priori-
tized with extra security pa-
trols and guards during eve-
ning shifts.

Beyond physical upgrades, 
the company is focused on 
culture. All employees must 
complete training on prevent-
ing sexual harassment, and 
sensitivity workshops are held 
to ensure an inclusive envi-
ronment. By fostering this 
supportive ecosystem, Maruti 
Suzuki is proving that the fu-
ture of Indian manufacturing 
is not just about machines, but 
about empowering a diverse 
and skilled workforce.

GENDER EQUALITY

QUICK READ

Government  
plans system to  

steady fuel prices

Railways near full 
electrification as 

passenger numbers surge

Office demand  
rises, vacancy  
rates hit lows

New Delhi
The central government 
is planning a new system 
to control sudden chang-

es in petrol, diesel, and 
LPG prices. The idea is to 
protect people from ris-

ing costs caused by glob-
al oil market swings. Offi-

cials are discussing a 
special fund that can be 
used during sharp price 
increases. This system 
may work like the one 
used for farm goods, 
where stocks are re-

leased to control prices. 
The plan is different from 
emergency oil reserves. It 
will offer temporary relief, 

not regular subsidies. 
Ministries are still decid-
ing how and when to use 
the fund, aiming to keep 
fuel prices more stable 

for households.

New Delhi
Indian Railways has near-
ly completed electrifica-

tion, covering 99.6 per 
cent of its broad gauge 
network. It runs around 
25,000 trains daily and 

carried 741 crore passen-
gers in 2025–26. Reve-
nue reached about Rs 

80,000 crore, while 
freight hit a record 1,670 
million tonnes. Electrifi-

cation has grown sharply 
since 2014, saving fuel 
and cutting costs. New 

safety systems and bet-
ter communication tools 

are improving travel. 
Faster tracks now allow 
higher speeds. Modern 

trains like Vande Bharat 
and Amrit Bharat are 

gaining popularity. Offi-
cials say these steps are 

making rail travel quicker, 
safer, and more afforda-
ble for millions of pas-
sengers across India.

New Delhi
Office space vacancy in 
India’s top cities fell to 

13.8 per cent in early 
2026, dropping below 14 
per cent for the first time 
since the pandemic. The 
fall is due to strong de-
mand and fewer new 

buildings. A report said 
vacancy has been shrink-

ing for eleven straight 
quarters. New office sup-
ply also declined sharply. 

Cities like Bengaluru, 
Delhi NCR, and Chennai 
led new development, 
while others saw none. 

Experts say steady leas-
ing and demand from 

global firms are driving 
growth, keeping office 

markets stable and rent-
als firm across major 

business hubs in India.

Indian warehousing market 
sees huge demand spike

India’s industrial and warehousing sector surged by 22 % in 2026, 
driven by logistics, e-commerce, and manufacturing demand.

NEW DELHI

India’s industrial and ware-
housing sector is off to a fly-
ing start this year. A new re-
port shows that demand for 
large storage spaces grew by 
an impressive 22 percent 
during the first three months 
of 2026. 

Businesses across the coun-
try snapped up 11 million 
square feet of space to keep 
up with growing consumer 
needs.

Leading the charge was the 
Delhi-NCR region, which ac-
counted for nearly one-third 
of the total demand. Chennai 
followed closely behind, 
showing strong interest from 
various industries. Interest-
ingly, cities like Hyderabad 
and Bengaluru saw their leas-
ing numbers double or even 
triple compared to the same 
time last year, marking a mas-
sive shift in regional growth.

The biggest drivers of this 

trend are logistics companies 
that manage shipping and de-
liveries for others. These 
firms accounted for about 33 
percent of the total space tak-
en. Online shopping platforms 
and car manufacturers also 
played a major role, as they 
look to modernize their sup-
ply chains and reach custom-
ers faster. Even electronics 
and grocery brands are join-
ing the race, renting signifi-
cantly more space than they 
did a year ago.

Experts note that while the 

market is booming, develop-
ers are being cautious. Global 
tensions and supply chain is-
sues mean new construction 
might slow down slightly. 
However, government poli-
cies supporting local manu-
facturing continue to give the 
industry a boost. Despite 
some international uncertain-
ty, the desire for modern, effi-
cient warehouses remains 
higher than ever, proving that 
India’s industrial heartbeat is 
stronger and more resilient 
than before.

New career paths open 
for Indian graduates

India’s fresh graduates 
are pivoting to AI and 

content roles as startups 
and tier-2 cities emerge 
as major hubs for cross-

industry, skill-based 
career opportunities.

NEW DELHI

The job market for India’s 
fresh graduates is undergoing 
a massive transformation. 

According to a new report, 
traditional career paths are 
being replaced by high-
growth roles like Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) specialists 
and digital content creators. 

As technology evolves, 
companies are hunting for 
young talent capable of mas-
tering generative AI and mod-
ern communication.

Interestingly, these opportu-
nities are not limited to tech 
firms. Sectors like education, 
energy, and transportation are 
now hiring entry-level profes-
sionals for business and hu-
man resources roles. Experts 
suggest that skills are now 
transferable across industries, 
meaning a marketing student 
could find a great career in 

the logistics or utility sectors. 
This shift allows graduates to 
explore diverse paths rather 
than sticking to one rigid 
field.

The report also highlights 
a surprising trend, small 
businesses are becoming ma-
jor employers. Firms with 

fewer than ten employees 
saw a significant jump in hir-
ing graduates over the last 
two years. This suggests that 
startups and boutique agen-
cies are providing vital step-
ping stones for those just 
starting their professional 
journeys.

Geography is no longer a 
barrier either. While big met-
ros remain popular, smaller 
cities like Jaipur, Indore, and 
Vadodara are emerging as 
fast-growing job hubs. Career 
experts advise young profes-
sionals to stay flexible and 
open to relocating or trying 
unconventional roles. By 
building a versatile skill set 
and embracing diverse expe-
riences, India’s youth can find 
success in this dynamic econ-
omy, proving that the first 
step into the workforce is now 
more exciting and varied than 
ever.

Indian healthcare revenue 
growth set to slow

Indian pharma companies expect a 12% revenue growth this quarter, 
though profits may drop due to drug patent expirations.

NEW DELHI

India’s major healthcare and 
pharmaceutical companies 
are bracing for a modest fin-
ish to the fiscal year. 

A new report suggests that 
while revenue will likely 
grow by a steady 12% this 
quarter, actual profits are ex-
pected to take a hit. Net earn-
ings across the sector could 
drop by as much as 14 per-
cent compared to the same 
time last year.

The primary reason for this 
dip is the "loss of exclusivi-
ty" for several major drugs, 
most notably the cancer med-

ication Revlimid. Big indus-
try names like Dr. Reddy’s, 
Cipla, and Sun Pharma are 
feeling the pinch as their spe-
cial rights to sell these ex-
pensive treatments end. For 
Dr. Reddy’s in particular, this 
change could lead to a sharp 
decline in earnings as the 
massive profits from that 
specific drug begin to vanish.

Global tensions are also 
adding to the pressure. The 
ongoing conflict between the 
US and Iran has caused ship-
ping and raw material costs 
to rise. While a stronger US 
dollar helps Indian exporters, 
those gains are being can-

celed out by expensive 
freight. This could force 
companies that make active 
ingredients to raise their pric-
es soon.

On a positive note, govern-
ment regulators are keeping 
a close watch on the boom-
ing market for weight-loss 
and diabetes drugs.  As 
cheaper versions of these 
popular treatments prepare to 
enter the Indian market, 
health officials are stepping 
up safety checks. This en-
sures that as these life-chang-
ing medicines become more 
affordable for everyone, they 
remain safe for public use.

Global PC market sees 
surprise sales jump

NEW DELHI

The global personal computer 
market grew by 4 percent in 
the first quarter of 2026, with 
shipments reaching nearly 63 
million units.

 While the numbers look 
positive, experts warn that 
this growth doesn't necessari-
ly mean more people are buy-
ing computers. Instead, tech 
companies are reportedly 
stockpiling inventory to avoid 
upcoming price hikes for es-
sential parts like memory 
chips.

This trend, often called 
"memflation," is driving up 
the cost of manufacturing. By 
filling warehouses now, ven-
dors hope to protect them-
selves from more expensive 
components expected later 
this year. Analysts noted that 
these figures are "artificially 
inflated" because companies 
are buying ahead of time rath-
er than reacting to immediate 
customer needs. This behav-
ior was most common in the 

budget-friendly laptop seg-
ment, where profit margins 
are already very thin.

Among the top brands, the 
rankings remained mostly 
steady. Lenovo continues to 
lead the world in total sales, 
followed by HP and Dell. 
However, Apple was the 
standout performer this quar-
ter. The company saw a mas-
sive 12.7 percent growth, 
largely thanks to the popular-
ity of its new MacBook Neo. 
Students and first-time buyers 
have flocked to the device, 
drawn by its mix of high per-
formance and competitive 
pricing.

Elsewhere in the market, 
ASUS managed to overtake 
Acer to become the fifth-larg-
est PC seller globally. While 
the industry is currently cele-
brating growth, all eyes are on 
the next few months. If com-
ponent prices continue to rise 
as predicted, both companies 
and consumers may face a 
much tougher financial land-
scape by the summer.

Wholesale  
prices rise as  

fuel costs jump
NEW DELHI

India’s wholesale inflation 
climbed to 3.88 percent in 
March, marking a significant 
increase from the 2.13 percent 
seen in February. This rise was 
largely fueled by a sharp spike 
in global energy prices and the 
rising cost of manufactured 
goods.

The biggest driver behind 
this surge was the "fuel and 
power" category. Prices for 
crude oil and natural gas sky-
rocketed by over 36 percent in 
just one month, triggered by 
ongoing conflicts in the Middle 
East. While a 5 percent drop in 
electricity costs helped soften 
the blow, the overall pressure 
on fuel remained heavy. Mean-
while, manufactured items also 
saw price hikes across 16 dif-
ferent categories, including 
everyday household products.

On the retail side, the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) also 
ticked up slightly to 3.4 per-
cent. Interestingly, the most 
dramatic price increases 
weren't in food, but in luxury 
items. Silver jewelry prices 
jumped by nearly 149 percent, 
while gold grew by roughly 46 
percent.

For the average kitchen, the 
news was mixed. While vege-
tables like tomatoes and cauli-
flower became more expen-
sive, several staples actually 
saw a price drop. Onions, po-
tatoes, and garlic recorded 
double-digit declines, and es-
sential pulses like chickpea 
and tur dal also became cheap-
er. Overall, while food prices 
remained relatively stable, the 
rising cost of fuel and raw ma-
terials continues to push In-
dia’s general inflation higher, 
making it a key area for the 
government to monitor in the 
coming months.

Delhi EV policy to drive long term sales
NEW DELHI

Delhi’s ambitious new plan 
for electric vehicles (EVs) is 
expected to spark a massive 
wave of buying in the com-
ing years. 

A recent report suggests 
that the government’s 2024–
2030 draft policy, backed by 
a massive ₹40,000 crore 
budget, will fundamentally 
change how people in the 
capital travel. The goal is 
c lear :  make  a l l  new 
three-wheelers electric by 
2027 and all two-wheelers 
electric by 2028.

While the long-term out-
look is bright, there might be 

a short-term dip in sales. Be-
cause the policy is still in the 
"draft" stage, many buyers 
are waiting for final details 
before spending their mon-
ey. However, experts believe 
this "wait and watch" ap-
proach will lead to a huge 
surge in demand once the 
rules are officially launched. 
People who delayed their 
purchases will likely rush to 
showrooms to take advan-
tage of the new benefits.

To encourage early buy-
ers, the government is offer-
ing the biggest rewards right 
away. For example, those 
who buy electric scooters in 
the first year can get up to 

₹30,000 in incentives. These 
rewards will gradually de-
crease over the following 
years to encourage people to 
switch sooner rather than 
later.

The policy also shifts fo-
cus for cars. Instead of direct 
cash handouts, the govern-
ment is offering tax breaks 
and rewards for scrapping 
old, polluting vehicles. Even 
"strong hybrid" cars are get-
ting a 50 percent discount on 
road tax. This strategic road-
map ensures that Delhi re-
mains a leader in green ener-
gy, rewarding companies 
that have already invested in 
electric technology.

Digital gold investments triple amid global tension
NEW DELHI

While physical gold remains 
a cultural favorite, digital 
gold is stealing the spotlight. 
A new report shows that Gold 
Exchange-Traded Funds 
(ETFs) have seen a massive 
surge, with total assets nearly 
tripling over the past year. By 
the end of March 2026, the 
value of these digital holdings 
reached a staggering ₹1.71 
lakh crore, reflecting a grow-

ing trust in paperless gold.
The growth has been explo-

sive. Just five years ago, the 
total investment in these 
funds was around ₹14,122 
crore. Since then, the market 
has grown at an average an-
nual rate of nearly 65 percent. 
Experts point to a "double 
pull" driving this trend: in-
tense global uncertainty 
caused by geopolitical con-
flicts and the soaring price of 
gold itself. For many, digital 

gold has become a vital "safe-
ty net" in their financial  
portfolios.

In March alone, investors 
poured over ₹2,265 crore into 
these funds. This is a huge 
turnaround from the same 
time last year when investors 
were actually pulling money 
out. Although the pace of in-
vestment slowed down slight-
ly compared to February, 
mainly because gold prices 
dipped and global tensions 

eased briefly, the overall in-
terest remains incredibly high. 
There are now 26 different 
gold fund schemes for people 
to choose from.

Financial advisors note that 

digital gold is often a smarter 
move for those looking to 
make a profit. Unlike physical 
jewelry, which carries making 
charges and storage risks, 
ETFs are transparent, effi-
cient, and easy to sell. While 
families still buy physical 
gold for weddings and tradi-
tions, the digital version has 
clearly become the preferred 
tool for modern Indian inves-
tors looking to protect their 
wealth.

Air India seeking billions 
after massive loss

NEW DELHI

Air India is turning to its owners for a massive financial rescue 
after reporting a staggering loss of over ₹22,000 crore for the past 
year. 

The airline, owned by the Tata Group and Singapore Airlines, 
is currently in talks for a fresh cash infusion to stay afloat. This 
financial crisis comes at a difficult time, as the airline also faces 
leadership changes with CEO Campbell Wilson preparing to step 
down later this year.

Several major setbacks contributed to this record-breaking loss. 
Operational costs spiked after Pakistani airspace was closed to 
Indian carriers, forcing planes to take longer, more expensive 
routes to the West. The airline’s reputation and schedule were also 
hit hard by a tragic Boeing 787 crash last June, which led to a 
significant cut in flight services. Furthermore, ongoing conflicts 
in the Middle East, a region that accounts for 16 percent of the 
airline’s business, have disrupted major international routes and 
sent fuel prices soaring.

The struggle is also hurting Singapore Airlines, which owns 
about a quarter of the company. Since merging its Vistara brand 
into Air India in 2024, the Singaporean partner has seen its own 
earnings dragged down by these mounting debts. While the Tata 
Group remains committed to transforming the former state-run 
carrier, experts suggest the planned funding might still fall short 
of what is actually needed to fix the airline’s deep financial and 
operational problems in such a volatile global market.
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KALABURAGI

Royal Challengers Bengaluru defeated Lucknow Super Giants by 5 wickets at the 
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

IPL 2026: Dhoni’s Guidance behind Noor 
Ahmad’s Match-Winning Spell vs KKR
MS Dhoni’s nets conversation helped Noor Ahmad dominate KKR attack

CHENNAI
 

Spinner Noor Ahmad deliv-
ered a match-winning spell 
of 3 for 21 against Kolkata 
Knight Riders, turning the 
game decisively in Chennai 
Super Kings’ favour and 
guiding them to a 32-run vic-
tory in IPL 2026. His perfor-
mance came after a detailed 
discussion with MS Dhoni 
during practice sessions, 
which CSK believe helped 
refine his approach and exe-
cution under pressure.

CSK assistant coach Sri-
dharan Sriram revealed that 
Noor Ahmad had been work-
ing closely on improving his 
control and variation leading 
into the match. According to 
him, Dhoni’s inputs during 
nets were particularly fo-
cused on encouraging Noor 
to bowl more leg-breaks and 
use subtle changes in pace 
and flight to exploit any as-

sistance from the surface.
The left-arm wrist spinner 

had struggled earlier in the 
season, picking up just one 
wicket in his first four match-
es, but showed composure 
and discipline on a pitch that 
offered limited assistance. His 
ability to adjust his lengths 
proved crucial in breaking 
partnerships at key stages of 
the innings.

Former West Indies spinner 

Akeal Hosein also played a key 
supporting role, guiding Noor 
on the ideal “in-between 
length” that made it difficult for 
the KKR batters to score freely. 
This on-field communication 
ensured Noor settled into 
rhythm after a slightly way-
ward start in his opening over.

Sridharan Sriram praised the 
spinner’s aggressive mindset, 
noting that maintaining revo-
lutions on the ball and search-

ing for turn even on flat pitch-
es was central to his improve-
ment. He added that such in-
tent allowed bowlers like Noor 
to create chances rather than 
simply contain runs.

The victory further strength-
ens Chennai Super Kings’ po-
sition in the IPL 2026 stand-
ings, with Noor Ahmad’s per-
formance expected to boost his 
confidence in the matches 
ahead as the franchise looks to 
build momentum in the tour-
nament. CSK will now hope 
Noor Ahmad continues this 
form in the remaining league 
fixtures, especially in condi-
tions where spin is expected 
to play a major role. Team 
management believes that the 
combination of experienced 
leaders and young overseas 
talent will be crucial in their 
push for qualification to the 
playoffs this season ahead of 
the crucial mid-season fix-
tures in IPL 2026.

Ajinkya Rahane fined I12 lakh for 
KKR's slow over-rate vs CSK

Ajinkya Rahane fined for slow over-rate as KKR lose again in Chennai

CHENNAI
 

Kolkata Knight Riders cap-
tain Ajinkya Rahane has been 
fined ₹12 lakh for maintain-
ing a slow over-rate during 
their Indian Premier League 
2026 clash against Chennai 
Super Kings at the MA Chid-
ambaram Stadium in Chennai.

The penalty was imposed as 
per Article 2.22 of the IPL 
Code of Conduct, which gov-
erns minimum over-rate of-
fences, after KKR’s first 
breach of the season.

As this was their first of-
fence of the season, Rahane 
was fined ₹12 lakh by the 
match referee, in line with 
IPL regulations. The loss fur-
ther deepened KKR’s strug-
gles in IPL 2026, leaving them 
at the bottom of the points ta-
ble with no wins so far.

Rahane said the team need-
ed to improve discipline in 
the middle overs and avoid 
time penalties going forward.

Kolkata Knight Riders will 
next face Gujarat Titans in 
Ahmedabad on April 17, aim-
ing to bounce back strongly.

Team management is ex-
pected to review over-rate 
patterns from the match, es-
pecially during the middle 
overs where field adjust-

ments and bowling changes 
often caused delays.

Despite the setback, KKR 
officials backed Rahane’s 
leadership, stating that the 
squad is still adapting to com-
binations in the early phase of 
the tournament.

The franchise has also been 
rotating several players in the 
bowling unit, which has im-
pacted the flow of overs in 
pressure situations.

Chennai Super Kings’s win, 
powered by disciplined bowl-
ing performances, helped 
them strengthen their position 
in the standings and maintain 
momentum at home.

Weeks into IPL 2026, over-
rate penalties have become a 
recurring concern for several 
teams, with captains often held 
accountable for tactical delays 

and frequent field changes that 
stretch innings beyond permis-
sible time limits.

Experts believe that main-
taining over-rate discipline is 
becoming increasingly im-
portant in T20 cricket, where 
strategic pauses and match-
ups can sometimes uninten-
tionally slow the pace of play 
under high-pressure condi-
tions.

With KKR set to face Guja-
rat Titans next, the team will 
aim to correct their over-rate 
issues while also seeking their 
first win of IPL 2026.

Rahane’s fine adds pres-
sure on KKR as they search 
for rhythm, consistency, and 
a turnaround in form ahead 
of crucial upcoming fixtures 
in the league stage of IPL 
2026 season.

Aaron hails debutants Praful 
and Sakib after SRH win

HYDERABAD
 

Praful Hinge and Sakib Hus-
sain produced dream debut 
performances for Sunrisers 
Hyderabad, each claiming 
four wickets to power a 
dominant win over Rajas-
than Royals in their IPL 
2026 clash. The young pace 
duo dismantled the opposi-
tion batting line-up, setting 
the tone for a comprehen-
sive victory and offering 
SRH a much-needed boost 
to their bowling unit.

Bowling coach Varun Aaron 
was full of praise for the debu-
tants, calling their performanc-

es “massive” given 
their limited expo-

sure at the highest 
level. He said 
the team man-
agement had 
encouraged 
both players 
to  express 
themselves 
freely and en-
joy the occa-
sion, which 

reflected in 
their 

fearless approach with the ball.
Praful, 24, struck early 

blows with a sensational 
opening spell, removing three 
top-order batters in quick suc-
cession and breaking the back-
bone of the Royals’ innings. 
His ability to generate move-
ment and maintain a disci-
plined line left the opposition 
reeling inside the powerplay. 
Sakib, meanwhile, delivered a 
clinical spell at the death, shut-
ting down any hopes of a late 
resurgence. 

Aaron credited the fran-
chise’s scouting and selec-
tion group for backing do-
mestic talent and trusting 
thei r  assessment of the 
squad’s deeper pool. He high-
lighted that players like Pra-
ful and Sakib had shown 
consistent promise in do-

mestic cricket, and the IPL 
stage merely gave 
them the platform to 
deliver on that po-
tential. The coach 
also mentioned in-
jured pacer Om-
kar Tarmale as 
another promis-
ing name in the 
setup, noting 
that injuries 
had delayed 
his opportu-
nities but 
not dimin-
ished his 
importance 
t o  t h e 
s q u a d ’s 
long-term 
plans. He 
e m p h a -
sized that 
S R H ’ s 

b o w l i n g 
strategy was 

built on identi-
fying X-factor 

players capable 
of changing games 

in short bursts.

CHENNAI
 

Former India off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin has 
suggested a small but im-
portant technical adjustment 
for Chennai Super Kings 
captain Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
urging him to focus on play-
ing more “down the ground” 
as the batter continues to 
search for form in IPL 2026. 
The observation comes at a 
time when CSK are begin-
ning to regain momentum 
after a shaky start to their 
campaign.

Chennai Super Kings had 
lost their first three matches 
but have since bounced back 
with consecutive wins, in-
cluding a strong perfor-
mance against Kolkata 
Knight Riders. The turn-
around has eased pressure on 
Gaikwad’s leadership, 
though his individual batting 
form remains un-
der scrutiny.

Ashwin said 
the wins would 
help the skipper 
settle into his role 
with greater clar-
ity and freedom. 
He stressed that 
T20 cricket de-
mands consistent 
intent but also smart deci-
sion-making early in the in-
nings, especially for top-or-
der batters.

Gaikwad has managed 
only 63 runs in five match-
es, with a highest score of 
28, leading to discussions 
around potential changes in 
the batting order. One of 
the options being consid-
ered is promoting young 
batter Ayush Mhatre to 
open alongside Sanju Sam-
son, allowing Gaikwad to 
shift to No. 3 and rebuild 
his innings with less imme-
diate pressure.

Ashwin pointed out that 
Gaikwad has been falling 
into the trap of playing 
across the line too early, re-
sulting in dismissals before 
he can settle. He contrasted 
this with more effective ap-
proaches taken by other bat-
ters in the squad, who have 
prioritized straight-bat shots 
and timing over risky hori-
zontal strokes. The spin-
ner advised that Gaik-
wad should look to 
spend the initial 
phase of his innings 
playing straight and 
trusting timing rath-
er than forcing scor-
ing opportunities. 
According to him, 
such an adjustment 
would not only improve 
consistency but also re-
duce early dismissals that 
have hurt CSK’s top-order 
stability this season.

R ASHWIN 
advises Gaikwad to 

adjust technique 
amid CSK revival

Kaif questions KKR’s Russell 
decision amid winless run

KOLKATA
 

Former India batter Moham-
mad Kaif has criticised Kolk-
ata Knight Riders’ team strat-
egy in IPL 2026, suggesting 
the franchise may have erred 
by shifting Andre Russell into 
a “power coach” role while 
investing heavily in Austra-
lian all-rounder Cameron 
Green. His comments came 
after KKR suffered yet anoth-
er defeat, a 32-run loss to 
Chennai Super Kings, leaving 
them winless this season.

Kolkata Knight Riders have 
endured a disappointing start 
to their campaign, managing 
only one point  from a 
washed-out match against 
Punjab Kings. Losses against 
Mumbai Indians, Sunrisers 
Hyderabad, Lucknow Super 
Giants, and Chennai Super 
Kings have left the side root-
ed at the bottom of the table 
and under growing scrutiny.

Kaif, reacting to the situa-
tion on social media, ques-
tioned whether sidelining An-
dre Russell from a regular 

all-rounder role was a strate-
gic mistake. He argued that 
Russell, even in the latter 
stages of his career, still offers 
greater match impact than the 

Rs 25 crore signing Cameron 
G r e e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n 
high-pressure situations.

The debate has intensified 
due to Green’s role in the play-

ing XI. The Australian 
all-rounder has largely been 
used at No. 6, a position that 
does not fully utilise his 
strengths as a top-order batter. 
Historically, Green has thrived 
when given time to build in-
nings, but in the lower middle 
order he has often been forced 
into rushed finishes.

This misalignment has re-
flected in his performances. 
Apart from a 32 not out and a 
bowling return of 1 for 28 
against Lucknow Super Gi-
ants, Green has struggled for 

consistency, recording scores 
of 0, 4, 2, and 18 in other 
matches. His inability to in-
fluence games has added to 
KKR’s broader concerns in 
both batting depth and finish-
ing ability.

In contrast ,  Russell’s 
long-standing role as a finish-
er and explosive all-rounder 
had previously defined 
KKR’s identity in the league. 
His ability to change games in 
a few overs with both bat and 
ball made him one of the fran-
chise’s most valuable assets 

over the years.
The current struggles have 

also highlighted the absence 
of a proven finisher, with 
KKR experimenting with 
multiple batting combinations 
without finding stability. The 
lack of clarity in roles has fur-
ther compounded their issues 
in closing out matches.

While the season is still in 
its early stages, Kaif’s com-
ments underline a growing 
concern that KKR’s problems 
may be structural rather than 
form-based.

MADUSHANKA REPLACES INJURED CARSE IN SRH SQUAD

KOLKATA
 

Former India batter Moham-
mad Kaif has criticised Kolk-
ata Knight Riders’ team strat-
egy in IPL 2026, suggesting 
the franchise may have erred 
by shifting Andre Russell into 
a “power coach” role while 
investing heavily in Austra-
lian all-rounder Cameron 
Green. His comments came 
after KKR suffered yet anoth-
er defeat, a 32-run loss to 
Chennai Super Kings, leaving 
them winless this season.

Kolkata Knight Riders have 
endured a disappointing start 
to their campaign, managing 
only one point  from a 
washed-out match against 
Punjab Kings. Losses against 
Mumbai Indians, Sunrisers 
Hyderabad, Lucknow Super 
Giants, and Chennai Super 
Kings have left the side root-

ed at the bottom of the table 
and under growing scrutiny.

Kaif, reacting to the situa-
tion on social media, ques-
tioned whether sidelining 
Andre Russell from a 
regular all-rounder 
role was a strategic 
mistake. He argued 
that Russell, even in 
the latter stages of his 
career, still offers 
greater match impact 
than the Rs 25 crore signing 
Cameron Green, especially in 
high-pressure situations.

The debate has intensified 
due to Green’s role in the play-
ing XI. The Australian 
all-rounder has largely been 
used at No. 6, a position that 
does not fully utilise his 
strengths as a top-order batter. 
Historically, Green has thrived 
when given time to build in-
nings, but in the lower middle 

order he has often been forced 
into rushed finishes.

This misalignment has re-
flected in his performances. 
Apart from a 32 not out and a 

bowling return of 1 for 
28 against Lucknow 
Super Giants, Green 
has struggled for con-
sistency, recording 
scores of 0, 4, 2, and 18 
in other matches. His 
inability to influence 

games has added to KKR’s 
broader concerns in both bat-
ting depth and finishing ability.

In contrast ,  Russell’s 
long-standing role as a finish-
er and explosive all-rounder 
had previously defined 
KKR’s identity in the league. 
His ability to change games in 
a few overs with both bat and 
ball made him one of the fran-
chise’s most valuable assets 
over the years.


