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No forcible land acquisition: CM

Shivakumar said the govt will form a panel to review the Bidadi township project
and claimed that the protests were part of a conspiracy to mislead farmers.

“Those who wish to retain their land may do so’

"Those who wish to retain their land may do so. | will
constitute a small committee. Within one or two months,
it may comprise legislators, officials or even retired judg-
es. | will discuss this in the Cabinet and take a decision.
Let the committee submit its report. | am in no hurry. This
project is not for my personal benefit," he said. Alleging
that conspiracies were being hatched against him by
those unable to digest the fact that he had become the
CM, Shivakumar said farmers should not suffer. "Un-
til the report comes, | will wait. Then we will see what
the farmers say. | will leave the decision to the farmers
because the relationship is between me and the farmers.
If someone voluntarily wants to give land because they
need the money, we will accept it. Those who don't want
to give it need not. We will not force anyone," he added.

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Wednesday as-
sured farmers that their land
would not be forcibly acquired
for the proposed GBIT project
near Bidadi in Bengaluru South
district.

He added that those unwill-
ing to part with their land were
free to continue farming.

Asserting that the govern-
ment would not compel any
farmer to surrender land for the
Greater Bengaluru Integrated
Township project, he said a
committee would be formed to
review it, and further decisions
would be based on its recom-
mendations.

'This is not my dream project’
"This is not my dream project.
It was your [BJP and JD(S)]
project. You wrote its preface
and took the first steps. Nobody
will be forced. Those who want
to give land to the government
may do so. This is not a private
business deal. It is a govern-
ment project," Shivakumar told
reporters while sharing devel-
opments regarding the project.

'We must hear farmers'
hardships, opinions..."
When asked why a committee
was needed, the CM said, "We
must hear the farmers' hard-
ships, opinions and emotions.
We must also examine the legal
issues. Many CMs in the past
made decisions in haste and lat-
er suffered the consequences. I
don't want that to happen. We
need discussions with knowl-
edgeable people before making
decisions."

Despite opposition from sec-

Don't make sacrifices
for someone's
political interests.
Share your views
before the committee that
will be formed.

—DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

tions of farmers and villagers, a
final notification was issued
last month for the acquisition of
499 acres across three villages
in Ramanagara and Harohalli
taluks for the Greater Benga-
luru Integrated Township
project, projected as India's
"first Al-powered integrated
township".

'Govt project will continue'
Noting that some people had
already voluntarily given their
land for the project, the CM
said, "The government project
will continue. Why should I
stop it? They have already re-
ceived compensation. Notifica-
tions have been issued. They
accepted the money willingly."
"At one stage, Kumaranna

What’s GBIT Project?

The Greater Bengaluru
Innovation and Tech City
(GBIT) isa%18,000-
crore, 9,000-acre smart
township near Bidadi
(30 km from Bengalu-
ru). Designed to decon-
gest the city, it features
a "work-walk-live-play"
model. It includes 2,000
acres for Al industries
and 950 acres of green
space. The project is
currently facing severe
farmer protests over
land acquisition.

what to do with it," he said.

(HD Kumaraswamy) had prom-
ised Rs 25 lakh per acre, but
when compensation reached Rs
2.5 crore, many happily accept-
ed it. Once compensation has
been accepted, that land be-
comes government land. Then

Appealing to farmers to end
their protest and focus on
their livelihood, Shivakumar
said, "Don't make sacrifices
for someone's political inter-
ests. Share your views before
the committee that will be

the government will decide

formed."

'Final notification
issued to acquire
5,000 acres'

Even as CM Shivakumar
assured Bidadi farmers
“no forcible acquisition of
farm lands for proposed
Bidadi Township project
spanning across 7,418
acres” in Bengaluru on
Wednesday and shortly
after his announcement
farmers pointed to a
final notification issued
to acquire about 5,000
acres of farm lands in
four villages of Bidadi. A
farmer leader Prakash of
Byramangala questioned
Shivakumar over the
rationale behind the final
notification and termed
CM's stance “dual
standard which has left
farmers confused.”
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Dharmasthala case: SIT

MANGALURU

Nearly a year after the govern-
ment had set up Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) to unearth
the truth in former sanitation
worker's sensational allega-
tions in Dharmasthala mass
burial case, SIT SP CA Simon
on Wednesday submitted its
final report before a court in
Belthangady,

The final report, comprising
7,005 pages compiled into 12
volumes, was submitted before
Additional Civil Judge Sha-
shank Nagendra Bhat at
around 3 pm, bringing to a
close an extensive probe that
has attracted significant public
attention in Karnataka.

It includes statements from
255 witnesses, forensic science
laboratory reports, and other
supporting documents gathered
during the investigation. The
SIT also submitted a 4TB hard
disk containing video-recorded
statements of witnesses.

Materials seized during the
investigation, including skele-
tal remains, bones, mobile
phones, and other items sent
for forensic examination, were
produced before the court after
completion of testing. SIT Su-
perintendent of Police C.A.
Simon, Inspector Kusumadha-
ra, Inspector Manjunath, and
other members of the investi-
gating team were present
during the submission of the
report. C.N. Chinnayya, con-
sidered a key figure and popu-
larly referred to as the mask
man in the case and one of the
accused named in the proceed-
ings, also appeared before the
court along with his wife.

Earlier, on November 20,
2025, the SIT had filed a

files 7005 page final report

Keydetailsand events

ALLEGATIONS: CN Chinnayya, a for-
mer temple sanitation worker,
claimed to have buried hundreds of
women and minors in Dharmasthala,
Karnataka. He alleged influential fig-
ures forced him to dispose of the bod-
ies to cover up violent crimes.

-

' INVESTIGATION: The Karnataka gov-

ermnment formed an SIT led by IPS officer
Pronab Mohanty. Authorities excavated
multiple sites indicated by Chinnayya,
such as Bangalagude. They recovered
only minimal skeletal remains, which

proved to belong to a single male.

LEGAL OUTCOME: The SIT concluded that the mass burial claims were

false and orchestrated as part of a larger conspiracy. Authorities arrested

Chinnayya for perjury (giving false testimony under oath) and identified
several activists allegedly behind the fabricated campaign.

The case that unmasked the whistleblower
A whistleblower claimed he buried hundreds of murder and
sexual assault victims between 1995 and 2014. Following
excavations and probe, the SIT found no evidence of mass
burials and concluded the allegations were fabricated.

3,923-page perjury report un-
der Section 215 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
against C.N. Chinnayya, Ma-
hesh Shetty Timarodi, Girish
Mattannavar, Jayanth T., Vittal
Gowda, and Sujatha Bhat.
However, the Belthangady
court declined to accept the
perjury report and directed the
SIT to submit a comprehensive
final report instead.

The report submitted on
Wednesday includes the earlier
3,923-page perjury report

along with an additional 3,082
pages, taking the total volume
of the investigation records to
7,005 pages.

The controversy surfaced
after an individual, identified
as CN Chinnayya, claimed that
he had been forced to partici-
pate in the disposal and burial
of bodies at various locations
in Dharmasthala. His allega-
tions triggered widespread
public debate and led the Kar-
nataka government to consti-
tute a SIT to probe the matter.

SIR gets extension in K’taka, will

now knock on doors till Aug 8

BENGALURU

The schedule for the ongo-
ing Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
in four states, including
Karnataka, has been re-
vised with publication of
the draft and final voter
lists delayed by 10-12 days
from the original schedule.

The rescheduling is due
to the slow pace of the
enumeration phase where

voters are not submitting
their enumeration forms
promptly.

Besides Karnataka, the

REVISED SCHEDULE

Doorstep visits by BLOS:
July 30 to Aug 8

other states that saw a
change in schedule are Tel-

Rationalization/Re-arrangement
of polling stations: August 8

angana, Punjab and Delhi.
On Tuesday, the EC had

Draft publication: August 17

rescheduled the SIR calen-
dar for Andhra Pradesh and

Period for filling claim &
objections: Aug 17 to Sept 16

Haryana, taking the total
number of states that saw

Notice phase/disposal of claims/
objections: Aug 17 to Oct 15

revised schedules to six in
SIR’s third phase.

Final voter list publication: Oct 19

PM: India-UK CETA will
boost farmers, MSMEs

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday welcomed the
operationalisation of the In-
dia-United Kingdom Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), calling it
a significant milestone in bi-
lateral relations.

He said the pact would deep-
en economic ties between the
two countries and convert their
shared vision into concrete op-
portunities for citizens.

Proud to leave
UK in better
shape: Keir

LONDON

Keir Starmer ended his final
Prime Minister's Questions
(PMQs) session on Wednesday
with an emotional farewell at
the lower house of the UK Par-
liament.

Starmer said that he was
leaving UK "in a better place

than he
found it" @ S
o2 knows when
and rece}ved they take up
stan d‘l ng the torch that
ovation thedaywillcome
from the when they have
government topassiton.
benches as That day has
he ended his  come for me. This
speech. isltheelndofmy
political journey.
Stam.ler hag —Keir Starmer,
Jast month Ougoing PM

as Andy Burnham, the former
mayor of Greater Manchester,
is on course to take charge as
the new British prime minister
next week.

"I'm proud to leave this
country in a better shape than I
found it; I am proud of every-
thing that we have achieved,"
Starmer told MPs in the House
of Commons.

BENGALURU

Buying an LPG cylinder with-
out an existing domestic gas
connection is set to become
easier for customers in Benga-
luru, with Instamart partnering
with Hindustan

Petroleum Corpo- haBse ;gcacl,lr’,::
ration Limited thefirstcityin
(HPCL) to launch India where
on-demand cylin-  consumers can
der del]very order HPCL LPG
through its quick cylinders |,
commerce plat- through
form. Instamart—
. even without
The service, an existing
which the compa- | pg connection -

nies claim is In-
dia's first on-demand LPG
cylinder delivery facility on
a quick commerce platform,
will initially be available in

Bengaluru.
Customers will be able to
order HPCL's new-

ly-launched 10-kg HP Navya

No existing LPG connection
needed for first purchase

composite LPG cylinder as
well as a 5-kg metal LPG
cylinder directly through In-
stamart.

The partnership also marks
the debut of HP Navya on the
quick commerce platform, ac-
cording to an official release
issued by the companies.

One of the key features of the
new service is that customers
do not need an existing do-
mestic LPG connection to
purchase a cylinder. A first-
time purchase through In-
stamart will be fulfilled as a
new cylinder purchase. For
subsequent orders, customers

NO QUEUE, IT'S QUICK NOW
Bengalureans, need a cyllnder sans LPG connection? Order on Instamart

Instamart ties up with HPCL

How to order LPG cylinder on Instamart

The ordering process will work in much the
same way as purchasing other products on the

He said the CETA would
provide fresh momentum to
farmers, entrepreneurs and mi-
cro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs), while en-
abling several key sectors to
gain greater access to the UK
market.

"This is a significant mo-
ment in the India-United
Kingdom partnership! With
the coming into force of the
CETA on Social Security, our
economic linkages are going
to get even deeper,” he said.

Need Ram Sevak not CEO: Seers as
over 1K applicants vie for post

LUCKNOW

Amid the ongoing process to
select a Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEO) to look after the
administration and finan-
cial management of the
Ram Temple Trust, sev-
eral prominent Ayodhya
based seers voiced their
strong opposition to the ap-
pointment of CEO saying that
the Temple should be managed
by a ‘dharmacharya’ and not
an ‘administrator’.

The Ram Temple Trust had,

a few days back, issued a noti-
fication inviting applications
for the post of CEO. “We don’t
need a CEO....we want a das
(servant)...we want someone
who is from the Ramanan-
di Sect, a sage, a person
who knows about reli-
’ gion,” Jagadguru Satee-
shacharya said.
As per reports, over one
thousand applications have al-
ready been received by the
Trust and the number is likely to
rise as the last date of submis-
sion of application is July 18.

quick commerce platform.

Customers can log on to Instamart, select either the
10-kg HP Navya composite cylinder or the 5-kg metal
LPG cylinder, add it to their cart and place the order.

However, LPG deliveries will not be
handled like regular grocery orders.

Orders will be fulfilled through HPCL's author-
ised distributor network and delivered by
trained personnel of the distributor under ap-
plicable safety and regulatory protocols.

can request a refill by return-
ing their empty HPCL cylin-
der at the time of delivery.
This opens the service to a
wider group of users, includ-
ing students, working profes-
sionals, tenants and smaller
households who may not al-
ready have a conventional
domestic LPG connection.
First-time customers will,

however, need to complete
identity verification.
Proof-of-delivery documenta-
tion has also been included in
the process, the official release
said.

What is HP Navya, the

new 10-kg LPG cylinder?

At the centre of the launch is
HPCL's new HP Navya, a 10-
kg composite LPG cylinder

GAS CYLINDER DELIVERY IN 10 MINUTES?

PLAUNCH OF PILOT SERVICE: Bengaluru residents can now
order HPCL LPG cylinders through Instamart, starting with a pilot
in Subramanyapura from July 15.

2PRODUCTS AVAILABLE: HPCL Navya 5 kg 10 kg LPG Cylinders

ONO LPG CONNECTION NEEDED: Consumers without a
domestic LPG connection can purchase HPCL’s 10 kg composite or 5
kg metal cylinders via the platform.

SVERIFICATION PROCESS: First-time customers must
complete identity verification before delivery, with orders fulfilled
through HPCL’s authorised distributor network.

2CONVENIENCE AND ACCESSIBILITY: The service targets
students, professionals, and smaller households by offering on-
demand refills with empty cylinder returns.

OPARTNERSHIP BENEFITS: HPCL leverages Instamart’s
quick commerce network to provide fast, digitally enabled LPG
deliveries while maintaining safety standards.

designed as a lighter alternative
to conventional cylinders.

According to the company,
the cylinder is lighter and
corrosion-resistant and comes
with enhanced safety fea-
tures. Its translucent body al-
lows users to visually monitor
the level of gas remaining
inside.

The compact cylinder has

been designed for apartments,
small families, students and
working professionals. It can
also be used as a secondary
LPG cylinder by households
looking for an additional cook-
ing gas option.

The 5-kg metal LPG cylin-
der will also be available for
customers to order through the
platform.
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Shift Dr Yathindra from Urban Development
portfollo. MLC Raghu Kautilya

e

MYSURU

BJP MLC Raghu Kautilya on
Wednesday demanded that
Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah
be relieved of the Urban De-
velopment portfolio, alleging
that he is facing an investiga-
tion and therefore lacks the
moral authority to continue as
the minister in charge of the
department.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he alleged that
Yathindra was a party to the
irregular decisions under in-
vestigation and that inquiries
involving his family are still
underway. The appeals are
pending before the High
Court and questioned the pro-
priety of his continuing as
Urban Development Minister.

Referring to an earlier ten-
ure of former minister Byrathi
Suresh, the BJP MLC alleged
that files had even been trans-
ported by helicopter during
that period and said Yathindra
had been entrusted with the
Urban Development portfolio
not to serve the interests of
Mysuru city but to protect al-
leged irregularities. The My-

suru Urban Development Au-
thority (MUDA) had virtually
become dysfunctional due to
the absence of key officials.
The authority was effectively
being run from Yathindra's
residence, where files related
to important decisions were
allegedly being processed and
signed. The former MUDA
Commissioner is now serving
as Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah's private secretary.
Since MUDA does not have a
full-time commissioner and
the files were being signed
using backdated approvals.
Questioning the delay in
appointing a regular commis-
sioner, he said that despite
being the district in-charge
minister and the son of a for-

mer Chief Minister, Dr.
Yathindra Siddaramaiah had
failed to ensure the appoint-
ment of a full-time MDA
Commissioner.

The incumbent officer,
Rakshith, was holding dual
responsibilities as both Land
Acquisition Officer and in-
charge Commissioner of
MDA, describing the arrange-
ment as unfortunate.

He also pointed out that
MDA must have a dedicated
police station to safeguard its
properties from encroach-
ment, but no such facility has
been established. Several key
posts, including those of Land
Acquisition Officer, Commis-
sioner, Superintending Engi-
neer and Executive Engineer,

Invite Rajinikanth for Dasara opening

On the forthcoming Mysuru Dasara celebrations, Raghu
Kautilya suggested that actor Rajinikanth be invited to
inaugurate one of the major cultural programmes.
He said he had made the same suggestion last year as
well. Many of Rajinikanth’s films have been shot in My-
suru, and the actor shares a deep emotional bond with
the city, he said, adding that Rajinikanth has always
expressed great affection for Mysuru.

Kautilya also expressed concern over changes to the
cultural character of Dasara celebrations. Around 30
years ago, classical music concerts used to be held
inside the Mysore Palace before being shifted outdoors
to protect the heritage structure.

He alleged that during last year’s celebrations, loud
DJ music was played in the palace premises, creating
vibrations that could potentially damage the historic
building and dilute the traditional cultural atmosphere
of Dasara.

He warned that if DJs are again allowed inside the
palace premises and traditional classical performances
are replaced by loud commercial music, the BJP would
launch a strong protest.

continue to remain vacant.
Kautilya urged Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar to im-
mediately appoint a senior
IAS officer of Regional Com-
missioner rank as the MUDA

Commissioner. If another As-
sistant Commissioner cadre
officer is appointed to the
post, the BJP would launch a
strong protest inside the Leg-
islative Council.

BJP opens Voter hst
revision help centre
in Sharadadevinagar

MYSURU

DISTRICT

@ ibcworldnews.com
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A voter list special revision assistance centre was inaugurated
at Sharadadevinagar on Wednesday by BJP leader Kaveesh
Gowda under the initiative of the Chamundeshwari Assembly
Constituency (Urban) BJP Mandal.

The help centre has been set up to assist voters in locating
their names in the 2002 electoral rolls, establishing contact with
their respective Booth Level Officers (BLOs), and filling out
the Enumeration Forms as part of the ongoing Special Summa-

ry Revision of the electoral rolls.

Speaking after inaugurating the centre, Kaveesh Gowda said
many voters have been facing difficulties in tracing their names
in the 2002 voter list. Recognising these challenges, the BJP has
decided to establish similar assistance centres at various loca-
tions across the Chamundeshwari Assembly constituency to
help citizens complete the revision process with ease. He ap-
pealed to voters to make full use of these facilities.

The programme was held under the leadership of Cha-
mundeshwari Urban Mandal President Rakesh Bhat.

"Keep Mysuru Dasara Rooted in
Tradition, Drop Kambala Event’

MYSURU

A citizens' forum has urged
the state Government to drop
its reported proposal to orga-
nise the traditional coastal
sport of Kambala during the
world-famous Mysuru Dasara
celebrations, arguing that the
move would dilute the festi-
val's unique heritage and
place an unnecessary burden
on the city's infrastructure.

In a memorandum submit-
ted to Chief Minister
D.K.Shivakumar through the
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, the forum said Mysuru
Dasara is globally recognised
for its rich history, royal gran-
deur, religious traditions and
cultural identity. In recent
years, the addition of several
new events, including Yuva
Dasara, has resulted in un-
precedented crowds, traffic
congestion, noise pollution,
air pollution and heaps of gar-
bage, causing inconvenience
to residents. The increasing
emphasis on large-scale enter-
tainment programmes has
gradually overshadowed the
festival's traditional and cul-
tural essence, thereby dimin-
ishing the grandeur and digni-
ty of Mysuru Dasara.

They noted that introducing
Kambala, an event that at-
tracts thousands of spectators,
would further intensify public
inconvenience and trigger
widespread resentment among

Mysuru residents. Kambala as
an 800-year-old rural sporting
tradition unique to the coastal
Tulu Nadu region, the memo-
randum said the buffalo race
originated as a thanksgiving
ritual performed by farmers
after the paddy harvest. The
sport is deeply intertwined
with the geography, religious
practices and cultural tradi-
tions of the coastal districts
and is conducted with great
devotion and discipline. Shift-
ing such a region-specific tra-
dition to Mysuru during
Dasara would neither be ap-
propriate nor respectful to its
original cultural context. It
further claimed that even sev-
eral people from the coastal
region have opposed the pro-
posal.

The memorandum also
highlighted the prevailing
drought-like conditions in
several districts due to defi-
cient rainfall, pointing out
that many farmers have either
been unable to sow crops or
are watching their newly

sown fields wither for want of
rain. In such circumstances,
addressing farmers' distress
should be the Government's
foremost priority rather than
organising large-scale new
events. The Government must
focus on improving the qual-
ity of existing Dasara pro-
grammes, correcting organi-
sational shortcomings, pro-
viding greater opportunities to
local artists, ensuring fair re-
muneration and treating per-
formers with dignity and re-
spect.

The forum urged the State
Government to seriously con-
sider these concerns and with-
draw the proposal to organise
Kambala during Mysuru
Dasara. It warned that if the
decision is not reconsidered,
farmers' organisations, envi-
ronmental groups, Kannada
organisations, progressive
groups, writers, artists, heri-
tage experts and prominent
citizens would unite to launch
a large-scale protest against
the move.

K.V. Mallesh appointed Vice-President
of Mysuru C1ty Congress Unit

MYSURU

Senior Congress leader and
former corporator of Mysuru
City Corporation K.V.
Mallesh was appointed as
the Vice-President of the
Mysuru City Congress on
Wednesday.

The appointment letter
was handed over by Mysuru
City Congress President R.
Murthy at the party office in

Mysuru.

The event was attended by
KPCC member and former
MUDA Chairman H.V. Ra-
jeev, former Mysuru Mayor
B.L. Bhairappa, senior
Congress leader Tiwari,
and Media Secretary San-
tosh, among other party
leaders.

Expressing gratitude for
the responsibility entrusted
to him, Mallesh said

he would discharge his
duties with dedication
and work tirelessly to
further strengthen the Con-
gress party at the grassroots
level. He also pledged to
serve the party with
complete commitment and
sincerity.

Mallesh is also the Presi-
dent of Aniketana Seva Trust
and a former member of the
Mysuru City Corporation.

New Drugs

MYSURU

Mysore District Chemists &
Druggist Welfare Association
(MDCWA) felicitated the
newly appointed Deputy
Drugs Controller, M. Khalid
Ahmed Khan, at the Drugs
Control Department, Mysuru.

On the occasion, Associa-
tion Secretary Amanulla
Khan introduced M. Khalid
Ahmed Khan to the mem-
bers. President Mr. Kumar
Swamy addressed the gather-
ing and highlighted the vari-
ous challenges presently
faced by chemists and drug-
gists in the region.

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Drugs Controller
Khan explained the new
technologies and initiatives
being introduced by the
Drugs Control Department
for improving regulatory ef-

ficiency and services. He
also assured the chemist fra-
ternity of the department’s
continued cooperation and
support.

Vote of thanks was done by

Association member Chandra
Gupta V. Jain.

The event was attended by
office bearers and members
of the Mysore District Chem-
ists & Druggist Welfare As-

Controller Khan fe11c1tated in the City
-

sociation, who expressed
their confidence in working
closely with the new Deputy
Drugs Controller for the bet-
terment of the trade and pub-
lic healthcare services.

Mysuru rider
rewrites
new record

MYSURU

Passion, determination, and an
unbreakable spirit powered
Mysuru biker Swaroop to an
extraordinary achievement as
he carved his name into the
India Book of Records with a
breathtaking cross-country
ride.

Covering one of India's
most demanding routes—from
the southern tip of Kanyaku-
mari to the breathtaking val-
leys of Srinagar, before con-
cluding his journey in Delhi—
Swaroop completed the expe-
dition in an incredible 5 days,
9 hours and 30 minutes.

The record-breaking ride
tested every ounce of his en-
durance. He braved scorching
coastal heat, unpredictable
mountain weather, endless
highways, challenging terrain,
and long hours with minimal
sleep, pushing both man and
machine to their absolute lim-
its. What would normally take
travellers several weeks was
accomplished in less than six
days, showcasing remarkable
planning, physical stamina,
and mental resilience.

Swaroop's achievement is
not just a personal milestone
but a proud moment for Mysu-
ru's biking community, inspir-
ing adventure enthusiasts
across the country to chase
their dreams with courage and
determination.

SUDHARMA MARKS STTH FOUNDATION DAY
Call to collective efforts to preserve Sanskrit

MYSURU

The 57th Foundation Day of
Sudharma, the world's only
Sanskrit daily newspaper, was
celebrated in Mysuru on
Wednesday, with the release
of a special commemorative
edition.

The event highlighted the
newspaper's remarkable con-
tribution to the promotion of
Sanskrit and called for greater
public support to preserve the
ancient language and India's
cultural heritage.

Releasing the special issue,
Vidwan Dr. H.V. Nagaraja
Rao, principal honorary editor
of Sudharma, said the news-
paper has been dedicated to
the cause of Sanskrit for over
five decades.

Referring to the Andal
Kalyana Mahotsava held ear-
lier in the day, he drew a par-
allel between Goddess An-
dal's devotion to Lord Vishnu
and the commitment of the
Sudharma family towards the
growth of the newspaper.
"Sanskrit is flourishing across
the world and serves as a
bridge connecting people
globally. Everyone should
learn the language to under-
stand India's culture, knowl-

edge and spiritual traditions.
Scholars, well-wishers and
society at large must come
forward to support Sudharma
and ensure its continued pub-
lication".

Dr Rao further observed
that it is the responsibility of
Indians to preserve and pro-
mote the nation's cultural and
spiritual heritage and noted
that great philosophers such
as Adi Shankaracharya, Ra-
manujacharya and Madhwa-
charya propagated knowl-
edge, protected Dharma and
strengthened the nation
through Sanskrit literature.

He urged people to remain
committed to safeguarding
the language for future gener-
ations.

The special edition was for-
mally released by Veeraragha-
vacharya, founder and Chan-
cellor of Parashara Gurukula,
Mysuru. Addressing the gath-
ering, he spoke on the great-
ness of Sanskrit and its role in
imparting moral values and
national consciousness.

The Gurukula continues to
train students in the Vedas and
Shastras while preserving In-
dia's rich intellectual tradi-
tions. The contribution of
women in reciting the Alvar

Divya Prabandhams and em-
phasised the harmonious co-
existence of Tamil and San-
skrit in preserving India's
spiritual heritage.

Describing the occasion as
memorable, Veeraraghavacha-
rya praised Sudharma for car-
rying India's knowledge, tra-
ditions and philosophical
thought to readers around the
world through Sanskrit.

The speakers also remem-
bered the contributions of the
newspaper's founder, Pandit
Varadaraja Iyengar, who es-
tablished Sudharma and laid
the foundation for its growth.
His son, K.V. Sampath Ku-
mar, was credited with suc-
cessfully leading the publica-
tion for 31 years and expand-
ing its reach. Several scholars
and well-wishers continue to
support the newspaper
through articles and guidance.

Dr. T.V. Satyanarayana ap-
pealed to people to purchase,
read and subscribe to Sudhar-
ma to strengthen the move-
ment for the promotion of
Sanskrit.

Scholars including Dr. V.D.
Hegde, Dr. H.M. Shingappa,
Srivatsacharya, H.M. Sudheer
and other Sanskrit enthusiasts
were present at the function.
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Chamundi Hill Gears Up
for Ashada Fridays

Minister Yathindra reviews grand preparations

MYSURU

With lakhs of devotees ex-
pected to flock to the famed
Chamundi Hill for the auspi-
cious Ashada Friday celebra-
tions starting from July 17,
Urban Development Minister
and Mysuru District Incharge
Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah
on Wednesday personally in-
spected the elaborate arrange-
ments being made to ensure a
smooth and hassle-free pil-
grimage.

Accompanied by senior dis-
trict officials, the minister re-
viewed the preparations at the
hill shrine and directed au-
thorities to leave no stone un-
turned in providing a safe,
comfortable and seamless ex-
perience for devotees.

Reiterating that the conve-
nience of ordinary devotees
remains the government's top
priority, Dr. Yathindra an-
nounced that while a limited
VIP darshan facility would be
available during specified
hours, VIPs arriving beyond
the scheduled time would
have to join the general
queue. No special favours or
preferential treatment would
be extended even if influential
personalities produced recom-
mendation letters. Devotees

will be treated equally, and
the interests of the common
pilgrim will come first.

The minister also an-
nounced that private vehicles
would not be permitted to
travel up Chamundi Hill on
Ashada Fridays and during
the Vardhanti celebrations.
Everyone, including dignitar-
ies and public representatives,
must park their vehicles at the
designated Lalitha Mahal
Grounds parking area and
travel to the hill exclusively
in free KSRTC shuttle buses.

To assist devotees climbing
the hill through the traditional
steps, the administration has
arranged drinking water, toi-
lets, resting shelters, and free
distribution of badam milk
and biscuits along the route.

During the inspection, Dr.
Yathindra also responded to
queries on the traditional
sport of Kambala, describing
it as an integral part of Karna-
taka's cultural heritage. He
said the government would
hold discussions with the
Chief Minister and take an
appropriate decision to ensure
the event is conducted with-
out causing harm to the envi-
ronment or animals.

The inspection was attended
by Deputy Commissioner G.

Lakshmikanth Reddy, Zilla
Panchayat Chief Executive Of-
ficer S. Yukesh Kumar, Mysu-
ru City Police Commissioner
Seema Latkar, Superintendent
of Police Mallikarjun Baladan-

di, Deputy Commissioner of
Police Dr. Harsha Priyamvada,
DCP Sundar Raj, Cha-
mundeshwari Development
Authority Secretary Roopa,

and other senior officials.
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DEVOTEES TO GET PRIORITY

Rs 300 special darshan ticket
scrapped: Dr Yatindra

MYSURU

The district administration of
Mysuru and the Chamundesh-
wari Temple Authority have
completed extensive prepara-
tions for the special Ashada
month celebrations at the re-
nowned Chamundeshwari
Temple atop Chamundi Hill,
with the comfort and conve-
nience of devotees being ac-
corded the highest priority,
said Mysuru District In-
charge and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Dr. Yathindra
Siddaramaiah.

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday after reviewing
the preparations, he said the
government is determined to
ensure that lakhs of devotees
expected during the Ashada
Fridays have a smooth, safe
and spiritually fulfilling dar-
shan without inconvenience.

To streamline crowd man-
agement, exclusive timings
have been earmarked for VIPs
and those carrying recommen-
dation letters. VIP darshan will
be permitted only between
5.30 a.m. and 9.30 a.m., while
visitors with recommendation
letters will also be accommo-
dated during the same time
through a separate queue.
Only the vehicles of legisla-
tors, ministers and judges will
be allowed to proceed to the
hilltop. All others, including

those carrying recommenda-
tion letters, must park their
vehicles at the Lalitha Mahal
Grounds and travel to the tem-
ple in free shuttle buses ar-
ranged by the administration.

Special darshan ticket
withdrawn

Aimed at reducing conges-
tion, the temple authorities
have decided to discontinue
the 3300 special darshan tick-
et during this year's Ashada
festivities. Explaining the de-
cision, Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah said that holders of the
%300 ticket and devotees in
the regular Dharma Darshan
queue were eventually merg-
ing into a common line, lead-
ing to confusion and long
waiting periods for everyone.
"Those who purchased the
special ticket were spending
almost the same amount of
time in the queue as general
devotees. Since the facility
was not providing any mean-
ingful advantage, we have

decided to discontinue it this
year," he said.

Enhanced Pilgrim facilities
The administration has also
strengthened facilities for
devotees climbing the sacred
hill through the traditional
steps. Three designated ser-
vice points have been created
along the route, each
equipped with drinking water
and well-maintained toilet fa-
cilities. Temporary arrange-
ments have been made for
this year's festivities, while
the long-pending demand for
permanent toilets along the
steps will be examined and
addressed at the earliest.

All devotees making the
climb on foot will be provid-
ed free badam milk and bis-
cuits as a gesture of hospital-
ity and to help them cope with
the strenuous ascent.

The minister also directed
officials to maintain the high-
est standards of cleanliness in
and around the temple premis-
es, ensuring that devotees can
offer prayers to Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari in a clean, order-
ly and peaceful environment.

"We have made every pos-
sible arrangement to ensure
devotees enjoy a comfortable
and memorable pilgrimage
during the Ashada celebra-
tions," Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah said.

Minister orders taking up white topping projects after Dasara

Ensure completion of road
works before Dasara begins

MYSURU

Urban Development Minister
and Mysuru and Chamara-
janagar District In-charge
Minister Dr. Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah directed officials to
ensure that all ongoing devel-
opment works in the district
are completed within the stip-
ulated timeframe while main-
taining high quality standards.

Chairing a meeting of dis-
trict-level officers here on
Wednesday, he instructed of-
ficials to keep the public in-
formed about white-topping
works being undertaken in
Mysuru city. The white-top-
ping projects which is yet to
commence should be taken up
only after the Dasara festivi-
ties to avoid traffic congestion
during the festival.

Referring to the white-top-
ping work being carried out
by the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
near the Manipal Hospital
Circle, Dr. Yathindra said the
project has already caused
heavy traffic congestion. The
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authorities must to suspend
the work during the Dasara
celebrations, ensure smooth
traffic movement, and resume
construction after the festival.

The minister stressed that
development works should be
completed on schedule with-
out any delays. The Mysu-
ru—T. Narasipura Road is not
scientifically designed, lead-
ing to frequent accidents, and
wanted the National High-
ways Authority to take correc-
tive measures.

He directed the Mysuru
City Corporation to complete
all road renovation works in
the city at least a week before
the commencement of Dasara
and to ensure quality in every
project. Highlighting the pre-
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vailing drought situation in
the state, Dr. Yathindra in-
structed officials to take all
precautionary measures to
prevent any shortage of drink-
ing water in the district. Every
village should receive an un-
interrupted supply of safe
drinking water and called
upon officials to effectively
manage the drought situation.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Commissioner G.
Lakshmikanth Reddy, Zilla
Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer S. Yukesh Kumar,
Mysuru City Police Commis-
sioner Seema Latkar, Superin-
tendent of Police Mallikarjun
Baladandi, and district-level
officers from various govern-
ment departments.

Congress leader Basavaraju donates 75

auto-ricks

MYSURU

Former Mysuru APMC Presi-
dent and senior Congress lead-
er Basavaraju celebrated his
birthday in a meaningful and
socially responsible manner by
dedicating the occasion to wel-
fare initiatives that benefited
hundreds of people from dif-
ferent sections of society.

Instead of a conventional
celebration, Basavaraju or-
ganised a series of public ser-
vice programmes that reflect-
ed his commitment to com-
munity welfare. As part of the
birthday celebrations, finan-
cial assistance was extended
to around 75 auto-rickshaw
drivers, while women re-
ceived free sarees. School
bags and notebooks were also
distributed to underprivileged
students to encourage their
education and support fami-
lies in need.

The initiatives drew appreci-
ation from local residents, with
many describing the celebra-
tions as a thoughtful gesture
that placed social responsibil-
ity above personal festivities.
By reaching out to the poor,
women and working-class

cern for the welfare of ordi-
nary citizens.

The programme was attend-
ed by former MLA M.K. So-
mashekar, Chamaraja Assem-
bly MLA K. Harish Gowda,
Congress leaders Dadadahalli
Mahadeva, Kurubarahalli
Prakash, Vinay, Basavaraju's
son Chetan Sharma, party
workers and a large number of
supporters and well-wishers,
who gathered to convey their

haws on his birthday

o
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several leaders lauded Basa-
varaju for consistently placing
social service at the heart of
his public life. They said his
commitment to working close-
ly with the people and extend-
ing a helping hand to the un-
derprivileged has earned him
goodwill across the constituen-
cy. The event concluded in a
warm and festive atmosphere,
with well-wishers celebrating
not only his birthday but also

Mysuru Bureau Chief of City Hilights Vattam
honoured with Rotary Falcon Media award

MYSURU

Shyam Sundar Vattam, a se-
nior journalist and Mysore
Bureau Chief of City
Hilights, a state English dai-
ly newspaper, was presented
with the prestigious 'Falcon
Media Award ' by the Rotary
Clubs of Bengaluru 3191 in
association with Press Club
of Bangalore, at a function
held at Hotel Royal Orchid,
Bangalore on Tuesday.

He is the only journalist
from Mysore to receive this
year's award along with 20
others. Water Resources
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
and a noted Kannada film
producer Nagathihalli Chan-
drashekar presented the
award. District Governor
Rtn Dr Anil Gupta and Rota-
ry International Director Rtn
K.P.Nagesh, K.V. Prabhakar,

Media advisor to the former
CM Siddaramaiah and Press

Club of Bangalore General
Secretary Shivakumar Belli-

tatte and others were
present.

Tibetans paint Mysuru streets with a call for freedom

MYSURU

The heart of Mysuru reso-
nated with chants of free-
dom on Wednesday as hun-
dreds of Tibetans settled in
Mysuru district transformed
the city's streets into a vi-
brant canvas of hope, iden-
tity and resilience during a
colourful rally demanding a
free Tibet.

Dressed in elegant tradi-
tional Tibetan attire, men,
women, monks and young-
sters marched together, cre-
ating a striking spectacle

that drew the attention of

curious onlookers. The flut-
tering Tibetan Snow Lion
flags blended with the Indi-
an Tricolour, symbolising
the deep bond between the
Tibetan refugee community
and the country that has
sheltered them for decades.

At the forefront of the
procession was a giant por-
trait of Tibetan spiritual
leader His Holiness the Da-
lai Lama, carried with rever-
ence by participants. Hold-
ing placards bearing slogans
such as "Free Tibet", "Stop
Human Rights Violations"
and "Justice for Tibet", the
marchers appealed to the in-
ternational community to
intervene against what they
described as decades of op-
pression under Chinese rule.

The air reverberated with
slogans condemning alleged
human rights abuses and re-
strictions on religious and
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Protesters urged democratic
nations and global human
rights organisations to press
China to respect the rights,
dignity and identity of the
Tibetan people.

Many participants said the
rally was not merely a pro-
test but a peaceful assertion
of their culture, heritage and
aspirations. Traditional

colourful costumes added a
unique cultural dimension to
the demonstration, making it
both solemn and inspiring.
Passers-by stopped to
watch the procession, while
many captured the colourful
scenes on their mobile
phones. The rally concluded
with a call for peace, justice
and dialogue, reaffirming

z\ VG
wavering commitment to
non-violence and their en-
during hope of seeing a free
and democratic Tibet.

For the Tibetan communi-
ty, the march was more than
a demonstration—it was a
powerful reminder that, de-
spite decades in exile, the
dream of returning to a free
homeland continues to burn

families, Basavaraju once birthday greetings. his continued dedication to cultural freedom in Tibet.  prayers, thythmic chants and  the Tibetan community's un-  brightly.
again demonstrated his con- Speaking on the occasion, public service.
o0 o o0 o o o o0 o o o
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Passenger caught
stealing bus
conductor’s bag

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A woman was caught
red-handed stealing a
BMTC bus conductor’s
money bag. Pretending

to be an ordinary
passenger, she slyly hid the
cash bag when the con-
ductor was distracted. The
alert conductor grew sus-
picious of her behavior, but
the woman acted hysteri-
cally and tried to escape,
claiming her husband was
sick. However, responding
female police officers
searched her belongings
and discovered the stolen
money inside her bag.

She was quickly arrested.
This viral incident has
prompted local police

to warn daily commuters
to stay highly vigilant

against rising pickpocket-
ing attempts by
female thieves in crowded
public buses.

R. Ashoka questions
accountability in deadly
stadium stampede

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Opposition Leader R.
Ashoka fiercely attacked
the state government after
it cleared top police of-
ficers of wrongdoing in the
Chinnaswamy Stadium
stampede. The tragic inci-
dent claimed eleven lives,
sparking public outrage.
Ashoka asked who should
be blamed if the authori-
ties are completely inno-
cent. He argued that the
government is shielding of-
ficials who brought family
members onto the stage
instead of managing the
crowd. Demanding real
justice for the victims,
Ashoka boldly promised
that if his party returns to
power, they will immedi-
ately hand over the entire
investigation to the Central
Bureau of Investigation for
an independent probe.

Reddy explains absence
fromBengaluru
lawmakers’ meeting

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
has cleared the air about
missing a recent meeting
of Bengaluru lawmakers.
Reddy explained that only
those facing specific prob-
lems attended the discus-
sion. Since he had abso-
lutely no issues to address,
he decided to stay away.
Some believed he skipped
it because he was unhappy
about missing out on the
city’s development portfo-
lio. However, Reddy
laughed off these claims
as old news. He argued
that if he were actually up-
set, he would not have
come to the state assem-
bly building today. Finally,
he refused to talk about
any upcoming cabinet or
portfolio changes in the
near future.

THURSDAY » JULY 16, 2026

< CITYSHILIGHTS ==

Hit me, not my hardworking
officials: CM DK Shivakumar

DK Shivakumar urged critics to target him instead of officials amid
tensions over the Bidadi township project.

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar made an emotional plea,
asking critics to target him in-
stead of government officials
following a tense clash over a
controversial township project
in Bidadi.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, a visibly shaken Shiva-
kumar defended his staff
against politically motivated
attacks. He stated that he
would gladly take the blame,
or even be hit with a broom,
rather than see his officers ha-

rassed by opposition parties

who are misleading local
farmers.

Shivakumar firmly clarified
that the Bidadi suburban town-
ship is not his personal dream
project. He revealed that the

initiative actually started in

2006 under Union Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy, who was
the Chief Minister at the time.
Shivakumar accused his rivals
of hypocrisy, pointing out that
previous governments had
locked private lands into red
zones and handled massive de-
veloper deals.

Reassuring the public, the
Chief Minister stressed that as
a farmer’s son, he understands
their struggles deeply. He
promised that the current gov-
ernment will never snatch land
by force. Instead, land acquisi-
tion will remain entirely volun-

sation.

would soon end up in prison,

the township project.

BENGALURU CITY
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HAL Police book masterminds

behind fake job racket

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

i Local police have busted a ma-
¢ jor job racket operating on the
¢ Outer Ring Road, exposing a
i fake agency that tricked hun-
¢ dreds of desperate graduates.
i The HAL police raided the
i fake placement center after re-
i ceiving complaints from cheat-
i ed job seekers. According to
tary, allowing farmers to hand
over their property only if they
are satisfied with the compen-
i Pradesh by claiming partner-

Responding to Kumaras-
wamy’s recent taunts that he :
i promised high paying IT jobs
Shivakumar remained unfazed. @ to young graduates.
He remarked that jail is noth- :
ing new to him and dismissed
the comments as political jeal-
ousy from rivals who cannot
accept his leadership. To re-
solve the ongoing dispute, the :
government will form a special
cabinet committee to review
¢ candidates, conducting elabo-

investigators, the scammers
lured unsuspecting candidates
from Karnataka and Andhra

ships with nine prestigious
software companies. They

To make the setup look gen-
uine, the agency charged can-
didates a fee of two to four
thousand rupees under the
guise of registration, test, and
interview charges. Every week,
the center sent exam details to
nearly two hundred hopeful

rate mock tests and interviews
to maintain their cover.

However, the jobs were en-
tirely fake. None of the appli-
cants ever received an employ-
ment offer. Whenever anxious
candidates called the center to
check their selection status, the
staff simply told them they had
failed the test rounds.

The police have arrested
several representatives work-
ing at the office during the
raid. Whitefield Division
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice, Saidulu Adawat, con-
firmed that a First Information
Report has been registered at
the HAL police station. The
police have also issued official
notices to the primary master-
minds behind this fraudulent
center.

Authorities have strongly
urged job seekers to remain
extremely cautious when ap-
plying through private consul-
tancy firms.

Ramalinga Reddy prioritizes

drinking water needs over releases

Former Minister and MLA
i Shivanand Patil has urged

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Water Resources
Minister Ramalinga Reddy an-
nounced that the Cauvery Wa-
ter Regulation Committee has
ordered the prioritizing of
drinking water supplies.
Speaking at the Vidhana Soud-
ha, Reddy addressed the grow-
ing tensions following the lat-
est high-level committee meet-
ing held in New Delhi. He
emphasized that the state’s
current priority remains pro-
tecting the immediate daily
water needs of its own citizens.

During the video conference
meeting, legal and technical
advisors representing Karnata-
ka clearly explained the state’s
difficult hydrological situation
to the panel. Although neigh-
boring Tamil Nadu strongly
demanded an immediate re-

lease of river water, the regula-
tory board ultimately directed
that available resources must
be reserved for drinking pur-
poses. Reddy firmly stated that
Karnataka will not release ex-
tra water to Tamil Nadu right
away, clarifying that no such
official order has been issued
by the panel.

The minister firmly dis-
missed political accusations
claiming the state government
was secretly giving away re-
sources. He noted that the exact
quantity of outflow is always
transparently recorded at the
Biligundlu gauging station for
anyone to verify.

Currently, only three TMC of
water has flowed to the neigh-
boring state. Reddy explained
that Karnataka simply does not
possess enough excess water
reserves to satisfy any further

external demands at this time.

The water crisis has also raised :
serious concerns among local
¢ water from the Alamatti Dam.

When questioned about pro-
viding immediate relief to i
¢ ers and livestock in Vijayapura

¢ and Bagalkote dis-
i tricts are currently
. facing a severe drink-

i ing water Crisis.

However, he reassured the
farming community that their :
livelihood concerns are not be- :
i senior leader highlighted the

Reddy stated that he plans to :
discuss the agricultural water :
situation directly with Chief !
Minister DK Shivakumar very
i tion Advisory Committee to

Since the Chief Minister is :
scheduled to visit New Delhi :
this weekend, Reddy men- :
tioned he would follow up on
i cussions.

agricultural communities.

struggling farmers in Mandya,
the minister reiterated that
the committee’s current ma

ndate strictly focuses on secur-

ing drinking water first.

ing ignored.

soon.

the phone to find a solution.

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar to immediately release

In a matter of life and death, he
stated that thousands of villag-

In a formal letter
written directly to the
Chief Minister, the ™

ground reality of the situation.
He urged the government to
bypass bureaucratic delays,
such as waiting for the Irriga-

hold its regular meeting. Patil
argued that the critical situa-
tion demands instant action to
save lives, rather than slow dis-
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MLA Shivanand Patil
urged Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar to
immediately release
Alamatti Dam water,
resolving a severe
drinking water crisis in
Vijayapura and
Bagalkote.

Addressing concerns
about future water safety,
Patil assured that the res-
ervoir currently holds 70
TMC feet of usable wa-
ter. It needs only 35 TMC
feet more to fill up completely.
Since the monsoon season is
far from over, he expressed
strong confidence that the dam
will easily fill up soon. He re-
minded authorities that history
shows the dam often fills up
even during later months. Patil
criticized irrigation department
officials for being too cautious.
Currently, engineers are delay-

Patil urges CM to bypass water bureaucracy

ing the water release, waiting
for another 10 to 15 TMC feet
to gather. The MLA warned
that this stubborn stance is cre-
ating massive public anger
against the state government.
He noted that every year, hun-
dreds of TMC of excess water
are ultimately wasted into the
sea once the dam overflows.
Therefore, keeping the gates
closed now while local people
suffer makes no sense.

Praising the Chief Minister’s
reputation for taking swift,
public-friendly decisions, Patil
asked him to intervene imme-
diately. He stated that the
thirsty residents and dying cat-
tle of the twin districts cannot
afford to wait any longer. He
concluded that the government
must act on humanity rather
than rigid technical rules.
Opening the canals now will
resolve the painful water scar-
city and bring immediate relief
to the struggling farmers.

Hebbal police bust ring after
Nigerian kingpin’s dare

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Hebbal police have suc-
cessfully dismantled an arro-
gant interstate drug trafficking
ring that openly mocked law
enforcement capabilities on
social media.

Following a major drug
bust where eight local opera-
tives were jailed, a powerful
drug kingpin based in Nigeria
textually challenged local
handlers to continue their ille-
gal operations, daring the
Karnataka police to stop
them. Accepting the chal-
lenge, the Hebbal police
launched a highly sophisticat-
ed counter-operation. The po-
lice discovered that the smug-
gling network was cleverly
moving synthetic substances
by hiding them inside every-

day edible food packets to :
avoid canine and border secu-
rity checks. Acting swiftly on :
precise intelligence, the de- :
partment formed five dedicat-
ed special teams and executed :
simultaneous raids across :
Delhi and Bengaluru. The
massive operation resulted in
the arrest of four major ped-
dlers. The arrested individuals
i against guilty officials who
Nigerian national tracked :
down in Delhi, Rakangmi
Taniros from Manipur who
and two local distributors | Bengaluru breaks 112 year

named Mohan Kumar and |
Johnson. Officers seized over :
seventeen kilograms of high-
{ CHNEWS, BENGALURU
estimated to be worth a stag-
gering thirty-four crore rupees
i soon has triggered an unprece-
¢ dented heatwave across Karna-
. ¢ taka, forcing the state’s capital
Kenneth confesses to triple s v
¢ the garden city recorded a
{ maximum temperature of 33.6

include Solomon Tchukyu, a

managed the city’s logistics,

grade MDMA crystal drugs,

in the international market.

murder, clears Shwetha

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

In a dramatic twist, Kenneth,
the prime accused in the K.R.
Puram triple murder case, has
fully confessed to his crimes.
Ahead of a scheduled police
brain mapping test, he admit-
ted to single-handedly killing

DENGH

claimed she killed her mother,

while her dying father ac-
cused both of them of the
stabbings. However, intensi-
fied investigation pushed :
Kenneth to clear Shwetha of

any involvement.

HC cancels corrupt Hosahalli land acquisition

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has
cancelled a corrupt land acqui-
sition process meant for a
housing cooperative society in
Hosahalli, ruling that fraud in-
validates the entire legal pro-
cess. The division bench of
Justice D.K. Singh and Justice
T.M. Nadaf ordered the Chief
Secretary to conduct a thor-
ough departmental inquiry

submitted false information.

Additionally, the court
scrapped a heavy fine of 1.5
lakh rupees previously imposed
on the struggling landowner, V.
Srinivasaiah.

The long dispute began in
1988, when officials tried to
acquire ten acres of private
land. Although government re-
cords claimed the land was
handed over to the society, no
houses were ever built. Affect-
ed farmers never received any
compensation and are still ac-
tively cultivating their ancestral

fields.

A special probe committee
exposed massive cheating with-
in the housing group. Investiga-
tors discovered that out of near-
ly two thousand listed members,
only fifty were actual soldiers,
while the rest were wealthy out-
siders. The society had illegally
collected large sums from inno-
cent buyers for these non-exis-
tent plots.

Rejecting arguments that the
case was too old to be re-
opened, the High Court de-

clared that systemic fraud can-
not be protected. The judges
strongly condemned the double
standards of land officers who
misled the judiciary with false
claims.

This crucial ruling brings
great justice to local farming
families who have spent sever-
al decades bravely fighting
powerful land grabbers to pro-
tect their only source of liveli-
hood, marking a major victory
for truth and the rule of law in
the state of Karnataka.

Khader warns 108 service
over emergency delays

old July heat record

A weakening southwest mon-

to break a massive 112-year-

¢ degrees Celsius. Weather offi-
Shwetha’s father, mother, and
sister. Previously, Shwetha !
i has ever experienced during

cials confirmed this is the
highest temperature Bengaluru

the month of July since 1914.
The city’s previous historical
July highs peaked at 33.3 de-
grees Celsius, recorded way
back in 1914 and 1926.
Typically, Bengaluru enjoys
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Flyover barrier sparks collapse fear

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

A severely damaged safety bar-
rier on the busy Tumakuru Road
flyover near the Sandal Soap
Factory has triggered wide-
spread fear among local motor-
ists and pedestrians. Despite the
visible hazard, civic authorities
have failed to take immediate
repair action, leaving citizens
completely vulnerable.

The iron reinforcement bars
of the barrier have detached
completely, causing the heavy
structure to lean dangerously
over the main road. This partic-
ular route serves as a major

connection between Yeshwant-
pur and Rajajinagar, handling
thousands of vehicles daily. Lo-
cals are terrified that the
cracked concrete and loose met-
al parts could collapse onto the
traffic passing below at any

moment. Frustrated daily com-
muters expressed deep anger
over the extreme negligence of
the Bangalore West Municipal
Corporation. One local motor-
ist, Sambayya, lamented that
common citizens must travel in

constant fear of falling debris.

terrifying overhead threat daily.

install temporary safety nets.

pleasant monsoon weather in

mum temperature of 28.3 de-
grees Celsius. However, a lack
of regular rainfall has pushed
the mercury more than five de-
grees above normal seasonal
levels.

This unexpected warming
trend is affecting the entire
state, with most districts re-
porting daily temperatures
climbing three to four degrees
higher than usual.

The Indian Meteorological
Department explained that dry
weather conditions will likely
persist for a few more days,
particularly across northern re-
gions.

{ CHNEWS, BENGALURU
July with an average maxi-
i To revolutionize emergency
i medical care, the Karnataka
i Health Department has intro-
i duced an innovative rule for the
¢ 108 emergency ambulance ser-
i vice. Henceforth, if an ambu-
i lance fails to reach a patient
i within fifteen minutes of a call,
i astiff penalty of 35,000 will be
¢ slapped on the operating agency
¢ ordriver.

The strict directive was issued

¢ by Health Minister U.T. Khader,
¢ who emphasized that any form
i of public negligence during
¢ medical emergencies will face
¢ zero tolerance. This rule applies
i to all districts across the state,

ensuring urban traffic conges-
tion can no longer be used as an
excuse for delayed response
times. The health department
clarified that assigned service
agencies will be held complete-
ly accountable for keeping their
drivers punctual. To seamlessly
implement this rule, the state
government is overhauling its
existing medical infrastructure.
Officials have been ordered to
permanently retire the slow, ag-
ing vehicles that frequently
break down on roads. The state
has already initiated the pro-
curement process to deploy
brand-new, modern ambulances
equipped with advanced
life-saving technology.

¢ A sudden rise in Covid cases
Another driver, Chandrashek-
har, criticized the authorities for :
delaying essential restoration !
work while waiting for a disas-
ter to happen. Bengaluru resi- :
dents, already troubled by dan- !
gerous potholes, now face this
i local residents.

Residents have urgently de-
manded that the municipal cor-
poration remove the unstable :
barrier immediately and con-
struct a sturdy new one before a
fatal accident occurs. Pedestri- :
ans who walk beneath the fly- !
over are also urging officials to :

in neighboring Andhra
Pradesh has sparked fresh
health concerns in Karnataka,
where thirty-two new infec-
tions were reported in just ten
days. This unexpected spike
has triggered anxiety among

According to official data,
Karnataka recorded only four-
teen positive cases during the
entire month of June. Howev-
er, the situation shifted in July.
Out of nearly two hundred
suspected patients tested, thir-
ty-two tested positive, show-

! ing a quick rise in active cas-

es. State Health Commission-
er Gurudutt Hegde addressed
these growing public fears
directly.

He clarified that the recent
deaths reported in Kadapa,
Andhra Pradesh, are currently
just suspected cases, and Kar-
nataka authorities are actively
communicating with neigh-
boring health officials to gath-
er accurate data.

Hegde reassured the public
that the situation in Karnataka
is fully under control and
urged people not to panic.
Most of the newly detected
cases are asymptomatic. These
infections were primarily dis-
covered during routine medi-

Covid spike in Andhra Pradesh worries Karnataka

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

cal screenings that hospitals
conduct before patients under-
go surgeries.

Health officials have strong-
ly urged anxious citizens to
avoid spreading fake news
and unverified rumors on so-
cial media platforms. The
state’s dedicated public health
department is closely monitor-
ing the daily data and warmly
advises everyone to maintain
basic hygiene practices.

For now, leading medical
experts state there is absolute-
ly no need for worry as the
state has more than adequate
medical infrastructure ready to
handle any sudden healthcare
emergency.
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Chitradurga Faces Water
Supply Disruption For
Three Days

CHITRADURGA
Drinking water supply in
Chitradurga city will be
affected from July 17 to
19 due to maintenance
work near the Kallavva-
nagathihalli power plant
under the Shantisagar

Water Supply Project.
The work will be carried
out near Hirekanda-
vada, Vaddara Palya,
and nearby areas. The
Municipal Corporation
has requested residents
to use available water
from tube wells and
clean drinking water
units during this period.
Citizens have been ad-
vised to use water care-
fully and cooperate with
the authorities. Officials
said the temporary dis-
ruption is necessary to
complete maintenance
work and improve the
water supply system.

Motorized vehicles to
support women with
disabilities
CHITRADURGA
The Department of Em-
powerment of Disabled
and Senior Citizens will
distribute motorized
two-wheelers with retrofit-
ting facilities to women
with disabilities on July 16.
The programme will be
held at 11am at the Zilla
Panchayat Hall in Chitra-
durga under the MLA Local
Area Development Grant
for 2025-26. Karnataka
Legislative Council MLA
K.S. Naveen will preside
over the event. MLA Y.M.
Satish will inaugurate the
programme, while MLA
D.S. Arun will distribute the
vehicles. Officials and
guests will attend the
event to support the initia-
tive aimed at improving
mobility and independ-
ence among women with
disabilities.

'Freed bonded labourers to
~ get housing priority first

Prabhu stressed preventing child marriages and POCSO cases through
awareness programmes across schools, colleges, villages, and public spaces

CHIKKABALLAPURA

District Magistrate G. Prabhu
instructed officials to provide
sites and housing facilities to
freed slaves on priority. He
directed various departments
to work together for the over-
all development of weaker
sections of society.During the
District Awareness and Mon-
itoring Committee meeting
held at the District Magis-
trate’s office on Wednesday,
Prabhu said accurate details
of landless and homeless
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe families should be
collected from all taluks. The
information must be submit-
ted to the Deputy Director of
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment within a week, based on
which eligible families should
receive housing and site ben-
efits.He also instructed offi-

—
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cials to conduct regular Dalit
grievance meetings at the ta-
luk level to address communi-
ty issues quickly. Depart-
ments were asked to improve
basic facilities in rural areas,
identify cremation land for
villages, and ensure speedy
completion of investigations
and legal processes in atrocity
cases.Prabhu emphasized the
need to prevent child marriag-
es and POCSO cases through
awareness programmes in
schools, colleges, villages,

and public places. He also di-
rected officials to improve
safety in residential schools
and hostels by installing
CCTYV cameras and maintain-
ing proper student records.
The District Magistrate fur-
ther instructed authorities to
complete hostel, school, and
other Social Welfare Depart-
ment construction works
within the given time. He
stressed regular monitoring of
quality and progress to pro-
vide better facilities to the

public.

The meeting concluded
with discussions on welfare,
safety, and development mea-
sures for Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe communi-
ties.

= Freed slaves will re-
ceive housing and site
facilities on priority.

m Officials must identify land-
less and homeless SC and
ST families.

mRegular grievance
meetings will help solve
community problems.

m Safety measures in hostels
and schools must be
strengthened.

m Welfare construction projects
should be completed on
time.

Ambulances, ICU-equipped medical centres and fire engines will ensure
emergencies, while stalls showcase government welfare schemes awareness

Grand preparations underway
for Chief Minister’s Malur visit

KOLAR

Deputy Commissioner Dr. M.
R. Ravi has directed officials
from all departments to work
together to ensure the suc-
cessful conduct of Chief Min-
ister D. K. Shivakumar’s visit
to Malur on July 18. The
Chief Minister is scheduled to
lay foundation stones for sev-
eral development projects,
inaugurate completed works
and distribute benefits to eli-
gible beneficiaries during the
event.

The Deputy Commissioner
issued the instructions after

inspecting the venue at Chok-
kandahalli village and chair-
ing a preparatory meeting
with officials. He said the
Chief Minister should be wel-
comed with traditional hon-
ours, including a garland,
shawl, Mysore Peta and dry
fruits. The Kannada and Cul-
ture Department has been
asked to arrange 10 folk art
teams, including Dollu Kunita
performers, along with patri-
otic and welcome songs to
add cultural significance to
the programme.

The Food Committee has
been instructed to provide

quality vegetarian palav, but-
termilk and safe drinking wa-
ter for all attendees.

m Over 30,000 people
expected to attend the
convention.

m KSRTC will deploy 600
buses for public transpor-
tation.

m Fleet includes 470 reg-
ular and 130 additional
buses.

m Transport services will
commence from 6 a.m.
onwards.

Skﬂl development essentlal
for youth success says Gayatri

CHITRADURGA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Plan-
ning Officer C.S. Gayatri said
continuous skill development
is essential for success in
changing situations and ca-
reers. She made the statement
during the World Youth Skills
Day program held at Rudset
Institute in the city on
Wednesday.

Gayatri said youths should
learn new things creatively
along with daily activities be-
cause skills have no age or
time limit. Working with
modern technology helps peo-
ple improve abilities and pre-
pare for future job opportuni-
ties. She advised youth to
become graduates with prac-
tical skills and confidence for
technology-based careers.

District Jail Superintendent
Siddarama B. Patil said pro-
fessional skills play an im-
portant role in personal
growth and success. He ex-
plained that cognitive skills,
technical skills and communi-
cation abilities help individu-
als achieve efficiency in their
professions.

During the event, success-
ful young entrepreneurs
Abhishek, Thippeswamy,
Madhukeshava, Induprasada,
Varshini, Shweta, Umadevi
and Parvathamma were felic-
itated for their achievements
after receiving training from
Rudset Institute. Rudset Di-
rector Basavaraj Ashokappa
H.T. encouraged trainees to
improve their workplace
skills and continue learning
regularly.

MLA appoints
new Congress
office bearers

HANAGAL

MLA Srinivas Mane distribut-
ed appointment letters to new-
ly selected office bearers of
the District Congress Commit-
tee at the tourist temple in
Hanagal. District Vice Presi-
dent Khwaja Mohiddin Anni-
geri, General Secretaries
Parashuram Madiwalara, Gan-
ganna Patti, Suresh Musuri,
Rajkumar Shirapanti and oth-
ers received their appointment
letters during the program.
Speaking on the occasion,
MLA Srinivas Mane said the
Congress party has always
worked to unite people from
different communities and
treat everyone equally.

AWARENESS DRIVE FOCUSES ON
MOTHER AND BABY HEALTH

KOPPAL

The World Population Day
and National Snake Bite
Control Awareness pro-
gram was held at
Kookanappally Anganwadi
Center on Wednesday un-
der the joint guidance of
district administration,
Zilla Panchayat, and
health department offi-
cials.

Field Health Education
Officer Gangamma K. said
the program aimed to cre-
ate awareness among eli-
gible couples about family
welfare methods and the
importance of maintaining
a gap between marriage
and childbirth after the age
of 18. She explained that a
three year gap between
children helps protect the
health of mothers and ba-
bies while preventing un-
wanted pregnancies.

She said temporary
methods like injections,
Chhaya tablets, Copper-T
and condoms can help
families maintain proper
birth spacing. Permanent
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methods for men and
women are also available
free of cost after having
children. Senior Health In-
spector L.V. Sajjan spoke
about snake bite preven-
tion and said awareness
can reduce deaths caused
by poisonous snake bites.
He advised people to keep
surroundings clean, avoid
bushes near homes and
fields, use torches at night,
and wear shoes in snake
prone areas. If bitten, vic-
tims should reach govern-
ment hospitals quickly for
proper treatment without
panic or unsafe remedies.

Officials advised citi-
zens to avoid cutting

wounds or applying harm-
ful substances after snake
bites and stressed immedi-
ate medical care.

Health workers, ASHA
staff and local residents
participated in the aware-
ness program held at
Kookanappally. The orga-
nizers said family plan-
ning and safety awareness
are important for healthier
communities. They urged
people to follow preven-
tive measures and share
knowledge with others to
protect lives and build saf-
er future through aware-
ness and responsible ac-
tions across the entire so-
ciety.

Collector receives petltlon over damaged religious idols

GADAG

Hindu organization leader
Raju Khanappa submitted a
petition to the District Collec-
tor demanding action against
people accused of damaging
idols of gods and saints in
Gadag district. He said re-
peated attacks on heritage
symbols have raised concerns
among citizens and urged au-
thorities to improve security
at temples and historic places.

Raju criticized the police
department and district ad-
ministration for not taking
strong action despite earlier
incidents of idol damage. He

mentioned that the rare Saras-
wati idol at the historic Tri-
kuteshwar temple was at-
tacked several times and
called for better protection of
ancient monuments. He also

pointed out that guards from
the Archaeological Depart-
ment were not always avail-
able at the site, leading to se-
curity concerns.

He further highlighted dam-

age to statues of Mahatma
Gandhi and Somashekaraiah
Huchaiah Ganachari at a gov-
ernment school in Harti vil-
lage. The statues were dam-
aged by miscreants, causing
anger among local people. He
said such incidents harm the
cultural heritage that should
be preserved for future gener-
ations.

Khanappa demanded strict
action against those responsi-
ble and asked officials to pro-
tect ancient temples, sculp-
tures, and important historical
sites. Additional District Col-
lector Dr. K.R. Durgesh re-
ceived the appeal and assured

that it would be forwarded to
the government for necessary
action. Several organization
members were present during
the submission.

The Hindu leader said pro-
tecting historical treasures is
important for maintaining In-
dia’s rich culture and tradi-
tions.

He requested continuous
monitoring and stronger secu-
rity measures so that valuable
monuments and statues re-
main safe. The district author-
ities are expected to review
the matter and take suitable
steps to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.

ibcworldnews.com

HPYV vaccine
awareness to prevent
cancer: Dr. Mahesh

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Health officials have high-
lighted the importance of
HPV vaccination as a
life-saving measure to pre-
vent cervical cancer and oth-
er diseases caused by Hu-
man Papillomavirus infec-
tion. The vaccine awareness
programme aims to educate
people about cancer preven-
tion and encourage eligible
girls and women to get vac-
cinated.

District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Mahesh
Kumar said that vaccination
at the right age provides bet-
ter protection. Girls between
14 and 15 years are consid-
ered most suitable for re-
ceiving the HPV vaccine. He
added that the vaccine gives
maximum benefits when
taken before the beginning
of sexual activity.

The HPV vaccine helps
the body develop antibodies
against the virus, reducing
the chances of infection in
the future. Health experts
stated that the vaccine is
safe, effective, and plays an
important role in reducing
cervical cancer cases. It also
helps lower the need for
costly treatments and reduc-
es the burden of cancer on
society.

Officials explained that
awareness among parents,
children, and young women
is necessary to increase vac-
cination numbers. They en-
couraged people to follow
medical advice and under-

HPV vaccination builds
immunity, prevents
infections, reduces

cervical cancer risks,

lowers treatment
burdens, and requires
greater awareness
among parents and
children through health
campaigns
L]
stand the importance of pre-
venting diseases before they
occur. The health depart-
ment continues efforts to
spread information about
HPV vaccination through
public awareness pro-
grammes.

According to Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, there are 13,119
children below 14 years in
the district. So far, 6,886
children have received the
HPV vaccine, while 6,233
children are still waiting for
vaccination. He urged fami-
lies to support vaccination
efforts and help create a
healthier future.

HPV vaccination, along
with proper awareness and
timely action, can play a ma-
jor role in reducing cancer
risks and protecting future
generations.

ao

“Out of 13,119 children below 14 years
in the district, 6,886 have received the
HPV vaccine, while 6,233 are awaiting
vaccination.”

- District Health and Family Welfare
Officer Dr. Mahesh Kumar

Central bank promotes KYC
updates through awareness

CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Central Bank of India or-
ganized a customer awareness
meeting on KYC renewal at
its Jangamkote branch in
Shidlaghatta taluk. The pro-
gramme explained the impor-
tance of keeping customer
records updated to ensure safe
banking services and uninter-
rupted access to government
benefits. Branch officials
urged account holders to com-
plete the process without de-
lay.

Zone Head Satish Babu P.
said every customer should
update Aadhaar, PAN, address
proof and registered mobile
number to keep bank accounts
active. He explained that in-
complete KYC details could
lead to restrictions on ac-
counts in the future. He ap-
pealed to customers to visit
the branch or use available
digital facilities to complete
the renewal process at the ear-
liest.

Hundreds of customers
from Sugatur, Byrasandra,

Jangamkote, J. Venkatapur,
Mittenahalli, J. Kurubarahalli
and K.G. Chikkaballa attend-
ed the meeting. Bank officer
Mallareddy and other staff
members were present. Officials
encouraged customers to stay
alert, follow banking guidelines
and complete KYC updates
promptly for secure and has-
sle-free banking services always.

Senior Manager Sridhar
J.T. said customers can
update KYC from home
through Aadhaar OTP
verification and PAN val-
idation without visiting
the branch. He advised
people to replace
outdated photographs
linked with Aadhaar
and renew KYC at least
once every ten years. He
warned that failure to
complete the process
could freeze accounts
and make withdrawals
difficult even if money
remains available.

Saints’ legacy inspires devotion
across North Karnataka

HAVERI

The Sharan tradition of Kar-
nataka has been enriched by
many great saints who
spread knowledge, devotion
and spiritual values among
people. The birth anniversa-
ries of Lingaykya Jagadguru
Sri Naighanti Siddhabasava
Murugharajendra Mahaswa-
mi and Mahatapasawi Sri
Murughendra Shivayogi
were celebrated at Sri Hosa-
math by Basavakendra with
special programs. Basava of
the new Math, Shantali A
Mahaswamiji said these
saints were known for their
wisdom, yoga and inspiring
speeches that guided devo-
tees towards a meaningful
life. He added that their con-
tributions remained a shin-
ing example of service, faith
and humanity.The event re-
membered the spiritual
achievements of Siddalin-
geshwara, Shanmakh Shi-
vayogi, Muraghendra Shi-
vayogi and other respected
figures of North Karnataka.
Officials and speakers high-

lighted their simple lives,
dedication and teachings
that continue to inspire soci-
ety. Kannada and Culture
Department Assistant Direc-
tor Veeraiah Hiremath re-
called the miracles and ide-
als of Murughendra Shi-
vayogi and said such vision-
aries should be remembered
for future generations. Re-
tired teacher Rudramma
Nelavigi urged people to
follow the values of great
ascetics. A palanquin proces-
sion carrying portraits of the
saints was held during the
celebration. Several digni-
taries were honored, while
devotees recited vachanas
and shared spiritual messag-
es. The program concluded
with gratitude and prayers,
remembering the saints
whose teachings continue to
guide people. Their timeless
wisdom inspires communi-
ties to embrace compassion,
unity and devotion while
preserving the rich heritage
of the Sharan movement for
generations with renewed
hope and respect.
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Koppal imposes
restrictions during
departmental exams

KOPPAL
The Special Intensive
Revision of Voter
Lists-2026 is progress-
ing in Koppal district,
with 7,22,239 census
forms digitized till July
15. District Election Of-
ficer Dr. Suresh B. Itnal
said the process started
on June 30 and has con-
tinued successfully
across the district. Kop-
pal has 11,90,214 voters
in five assembly constit-
uencies, and booth level
officers have already
distributed printed cen-
sus forms to all voters.
Officials are working to
complete the revision
process accurately and
ensure updated voter
records. The district ad-
ministration urged citi-
zens to cooperate with
officials during the on-
going verification and
digitization work.
|

Koppal digitizes
over seven lakh voter
forms

KOPPAL
The Special Intensive Revi-
sion of Voter Lists-2026 is
progressing in Koppal dis-
trict, with 722,239 census
forms digitized till July 15.
District Election Officer Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal said the
process started on June 30
and has continued suc-
cessfully across the dis-
trict. Koppal has 11,90,214
voters in five assembly
constituencies, and booth
level officers have already
distributed printed census
forms to all voters. Offi-
cials are working to com-
plete the revision process
accurately and ensure up-
dated voter records. The
district administration
urged citizens to cooperate
with officials during the
ongoing verification and
digitization work.

Pure soul helps build
peaceful life says
Yogini

Yelaburga
Brahmakumari Ishwari
University Koppal conven-
or Br. Ku. Yogini Akka said
keeping the soul pure is
important to maintain a
healthy mind and peaceful
life. She was speaking at a
special lecture program
held at Ishwari University
in the city on Wednesday.
She advised people to
spend their lives with hap-
piness, peace and kind-
ness by avoiding worries
and negative thoughts.
She said developing good
qualities, gaining knowl-
edge and following posi-
tive values can help hu-
mans become better indi-
viduals.

Yogini Akka encouraged
people to remain strong
during difficult situations,
avoid reacting to insults
and always choose the
path of goodness. Princi-
pal Mangalesh Janadri, re-
membering Eshwarappa
Shettar, said a person’s
good deeds and service
continue to live in people’s
memories even after
death.

=

MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale
reviews villages & publicissues

MLA received villagers’ and party members’ support, assuring their concerns
would be addressed through coordination with concerned departments

BIDAR

MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale
visited several villages in Bi-
dar South constituency on
Wednesday to hear public
concerns and provide quick
solutions. Along with party
leaders and workers, he in-
teracted with residents and
reviewed the progress of
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the voter list. He
guided officials, party mem-
bers and villagers to com-
plete the process properly
and ensure eligible citizens
are included.The MLA visit-
ed Ashtura, Gunnalli, Chitta,
Nagura, Mannali, and other
villages where people raised
issues related to drinking wa-
ter, roads, drainage, electric-
ity, education, health, Angan-
wadi services, Gram Pancha-
yat facilities, community
halls and temple develop-
ment. He listened to com-
plaints carefully and dis-
cussed them with department
officials for necessary action.

MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale said his priority is to create
a responsive administration that understands people’s
problems through direct contact with villagers. He stat-

ed that the government is focused on rural develop-
ment, better infrastructure and improvement of living
standards of citizens. During the visit, local leaders,
representatives, BJP office bearers, booth presidents
and workers shared suggestions about constituency
development and SIR activities.

Beldale also reviewed ongo-
ing development works and
instructed officials to com-
plete projects on time with
quality and avoid delays that
could affect the public.

During the tour, Beldale con-
ducted a village-wise review
of SIR activities and empha-
sized the importance of accu-
rate voter records. He in-
structed booth level workers

to visit homes and inform
citizens about voter registra-
tion, address changes, name
corrections and removal of
details of deceased or shifted
voters according to rules. He
said every eligible citizen
should get an opportunity to
participate in the democratic
process. He urged people to
support the revision work re-
sponsibly because a complete
voter list strengthens democ-
racy and public participation.
The MLA received support
from villagers and party
members during the tour and
assured them that their con-
cerns would be addressed
through proper coordination
with departments. He added
that regular village visits
would continue to understand
public needs and improve
services across the constitu-
ency. The visit concluded
with a commitment to com-
plete development work and
strengthen connection be-
tween people and administra-
tion.

Eligible candidates receive skill training and subsidies for mobile canteens,
promoting self-employment and local job opportunities among youth

Mobile canteen owners urged to
maintain quality

MANDYA

Beneficiaries of the Mobile
Canteen Subsidy Scheme
have been advised to focus on
quality food, cleanliness, and
customer service while run-
ning their businesses. Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Kumar
said that maintaining good
standards will help entrepre-
neurs succeed and provide
better food services to people.

He was speaking at a meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s Office regarding the dis-
tribution of subsidies to six
beneficiaries who completed
the second batch of training
under the Tourism Depart-
ment’s 2024-25 scheme. The
programme is being imple-
mented under the SCSP and
TSP schemes to support small
entrepreneurs from Scheduled

Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Under this initiative, eligi-
ble candidates receive one-
month skill development
training and financial support
to purchase mobile canteens.
The government provides a
subsidy of 70 percent of the
unit cost or a maximum of Rs.
5 lakh for starting the busi-
ness. Dr. Kumar said the
scheme will help unemployed
youth become self-reliant and
create more local employment
opportunities.

The Deputy Commissioner
advised beneficiaries to ob-
tain a Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India li-
cence before starting opera-
tions. He stressed that cus-
tomers should be provided
with tasty, healthy, and hy-
gienic food. He also asked
entrepreneurs to maintain dis-

cipline, behave politely, and
offer better service to build
public trust.

Dr. Kumar said the mobile
canteen scheme will support
the growth of food services in
tourism areas while encourag-
ing entrepreneurship among
deserving communities. He
urged beneficiaries to use the
opportunity responsibly and
work towards becoming suc-
cessful business owners.

District Superintendent of
Police Dr. V. J.

Shobharani, Deputy Direc-
tor of Tourism Department
Raghavendra, and Fire De-
partment Officer Raghaven-
dra attended the meeting. Of-
ficials encouraged the benefi-
ciaries to follow safety rules
and maintain high standards
while operating their mobile
canteens

Bike rally
promotes electoral
roll revision
awareness

KARWAR

A bike awareness rally was
organized in Haliyal to inform
citizens about the Special In-
tensive Revision of the voter
list. The program was held by
the Haliyal Taluka Panchayat
and Taluka Administrative
Office under the guidance of
Taluka Panchayat Executive
Officer Vilasraja Prasanna,
with Tahsildar Feroz Shah So-
manakatte present. Prasanna
said Booth Level Officers
were visiting homes and dis-
tributing enumeration forms.
He urged eligible voters to
ensure their names were in-
cluded in the revised voter list
and requested public cooper-
ation with Election Commis-
sion instructions.

The officials explained that
every citizen should check
voter details and correct mis-
takes during the revision pro-
cess.

MLA Gowda to raise farmers land issues in assembly

HUNSUR

MLA G.D. Harish Gowda
said he would raise the prob-
lems of farmers facing diffi-
culties in repairing forest con-
verted agricultural lands
during the upcoming assem-
bly session. He made the
statement at a meeting with
officials at the Forest Depart-
ment office in Hunsur after
complaints from farmers of
Varanchi and nearby villages.

He explained that many
families have cultivated these
lands for decades after con-
verting forest areas into
farms. He said legal issues
and lack of NOC from the
Forest Department have cre-
ated problems for land re-
pairs. Farmers cannot sell,
buy or share their properties

without proper documents.
Gowda assured that he would
discuss the matter with the
government and seek solu-
tions to protect farmers inter-
ests.

He also said a state level
delegation would approach
the Central Government to
highlight the issue and request

necessary action. He assured
farmers that they should not
worry and promised support
on their behalf.

The meeting was attended
by DCF Seema, ACF Laxmi-
kant, RFO Santosh Hoogar,
JDS Taluk President Surendra
and other officials and farm-
ers. The discussions focused

on finding a legal solution
while protecting the rights of
farming families who depend
on these lands for their liveli-
hood. Authorities said further
steps would be taken after re-
viewing the issue. The efforts
aim to bring relief soon.

Deputy Conservator of
Forests Kirubanath said
notified forest areas can-
not be altered legally. He
added that the depart-
ment had not taken legal
action against farmers.
Tahsildar J. Manjunath said
officials would study the
concerns and submit a de-
tailed report to the district
SIT committee formed by
the government.

Students urged to ﬁght for education rights

BYADGI

Students should fight against
anti-student policies through
united movements instead of
taking extreme steps, said SFI
District President Basavaraja
S. He was speaking at the in-
auguration of the fourth con-
ference of Bharat Vidyarthi
Federation (SFI) Byadgi stu-
dents held at Kannada Sahitya
Parishad Bhavan.

Basavaraja said a series of
student suicides after the
NEET question paper leak
was deeply concerning. He
stressed that suicides are not a
solution and urged students to

understand politics and raise
their voices against injustice.
He also criticized the govern-
ment’s education policies and
demanded action on issues
affecting students.

Sahitya Parishad President

B.M. Jagapura said SFI has
been working as a progressive
student organization by rais-
ing educational concerns. He
opposed the closure of Kan-
nada government schools and
urged the government to pro-

vide grants and improve facil-
ities. He also demanded fill-
ing vacant teaching posts to
improve the quality of educa-
tion.

The conference started with
a procession from Govern-
ment Pre-University College
through the main roads of the
city. Students raised slogans
supporting educational rights
and student welfare. District
leaders Arun Kumar Nagawat
and Raghu Angadi delivered
introductory speeches during
the event.

Chaitra Koravara and
Sugandha were present on the
stage, while Varsha Patil de-

livered the lecture. Several
students, including Panchak-
shari Kotihal, Shilpa Patil,
Nikhil N, Renuka, Sahana and
others, participated in the
conference. The organizers
said the event aimed to unite
students and encourage them
to work towards a better edu-
cation system and a brighter
future.

GO

““Suicides are not a solution. Students
should understand politics and raise
their voices against injustice.”

- SFI District President Basavaraja S

ibcworldnews.com

Schools and women
projects receive
fresh attention

MANDYA

Zilla Panchayat CEO Nandini
K.R. instructed officials to
complete school building and
infrastructure works approved
under government schemes
like Chief Minister’s Special
Grant, PM Shri, and SDP
without delay. She gave direc-
tions during a review meeting
held at Mandya Zilla Pancha-
yat regarding progress of ed-
ucation projects.

She asked field education
officers to regularly monitor
KPS school construction and
basic facility works. Agencies
delaying projects since 2020-
21 were warned of action ac-
cording to rules. Officials
were also told to remove ob-
stacles and ensure timely
completion of pending works.

Nandini K.R. made student
attendance through the con-
tinuous app mandatory and
directed officials to register
all students. Currently, only
86 percent of students are reg-
istered. She also instructed all
5,092 teachers in the district
to mark daily attendance
through the duty app with
proper check-in and check-
out records.

She also directed officials

to inspect pre-university col-
lege buildings and submit re-
ports. Meanwhile, a new San-
jeevini Mahila Kookatu Bha-
van and Solid Waste Disposal
Unit were inaugurated at K.
Shettyhalli Gram Panchayat
limits. The project aims to
provide income opportunities
for women self-help groups
through waste management
activities.

MLA Rameshbabu Band-
isidde Gowda and CEO Nan-
dini K.R. encouraged women
to use government schemes,
training, and financial support
for entrepreneurship. They
said activities like poultry
farming, mushroom cultiva-
tion, beekeeping, millet prod-
ucts, and horticulture can help
women become financially
independent.

They stressed that waste
management is the responsi-
bility of every citizen. Proper
waste segregation, regular
collection, and public aware-
ness can keep villages clean
and healthy. Officials said
successful implementation of
these programmes will
strengthen rural development
and create better opportunities
for education, employment,
and self-reliance.

Masuru Gram Sabha discusses
employment scheme

RATTIHALLI

A public awareness program
and social audit gram sabha
was conducted at Masuru vil-
lage to discuss the Vikashita
Bharat Guarantee for Em-
ployment and Livelihood
Mission (Gramin) scheme.
Taluk IEC Coordinator Ku-
mariah Chikkamat explained
that the scheme provides 125
days of guaranteed employ-
ment to every family in a fi-
nancial year. He said men and
women would receive equal
wages for equal work. The
current daily wage under the
scheme is X382, and families
completing 125 days can earn
%47,750. He added that 318
works have been approved,
including projects related to
water security, rural infra-
structure, livelihood develop-
ment and extreme weather
management.

Social Audit Manager Gir-
ish Patil said the social audit
team presented details of

works completed under the
previous NREGA scheme and
invited villagers to share their
opinions. He urged rural
workers to use the facilities
properly and improve their
social and economic condi-
tions. He also informed that a
60-day work break has been
planned during the peak agri-
cultural season to ensure suf-
ficient farm labour availabili-
ty.

Gram Panchayat Adminis-
trative Officer KN Hariyal,
Assistant Child Development
Project Officer Mamatha Ja-
galeppan, resource persons
Devaraj, Shivashankar and
Lingaraj, along with Pancha-
yat staff and villagers, attend-
ed the meeting. The program
ended with a message encour-
aging people to participate
actively and benefit from gov-
ernment employment initia-
tives.

The initiative highlighted
the value of awareness and
effective use of schemes.

Health offluals promote safe
family planning practices

GADAG

A World Population Day 2026
celebration was held at the
Government Pre-University
College in Gadag under the
joint guidance of district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
Health and Family Welfare
Department officials on
Wednesday.District Health and
Family Welfare Officer Dr.
S.S. Neelgund said healthy
timing of pregnancy and prop-
er gap between children help
improve the health of mothers
and babies while preventing
unwanted pregnancies. He ad-
vised people to use health de-
partment services and main-

tain at least three years gap
between births. He also said
girls should marry after 18,
and boys after 21.

District Health Education
Officer Roopsen Chavan said
the program aimed to create
awareness about population
control and social challenges
like unemployment, food
shortage and education issues.
Mabhesh Jakkanavar, in-charge
principal, said students should
spread awareness about popu-
lation effects.Officials ex-
plained that World Population
Day is observed every year to
encourage responsible family
planning and protect mother
and child health.
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SCrejectsPIL
against NEET-UG 2026
retest

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday dismissed a
public interest litigation
(PIL) challenging the Na-
tional Testing Agency’s
(NTA) decision to cancel
the original NEET-UG 2026
examination and conduct
a nationwide retest, ob-
serving that the issue no
longer survived since the
fresh examination had al-
ready been conducted. A
Bench of Justices P.S. Nar-
asimha and Alok Aradhe
told the counsel appearing
for the petitioner that the
matter had become infruc-
tuous as the re-examina-
tion had already taken
place. When the petition-
er’s counsel submitted
that the plea also sought
institutional and structural
reforms within the NTA.

Noida sewer death:
Action against
contractor

Noida
Alarmed over the death of
a sanitation worker during
sewer cleaning in Sec-
tor-93 (B), the Noida Au-
thority has initiated action
against the Junior Engineer
(JE) as well as the contrac-
tor. Officials said that
steps are being taken to
register a criminal case
against the contractor and
disciplinary action against
the officials involved. The
tragic incident took place
on July 14, during sewer line
cleaning at the T-point
near Sector-93B and Ge-
jha village. The deceased
worker, identified as Shiva,
went inside to clear the
sewerage but died due to
toxic gases inside. As the
contractor and officials by-
passed the stipulated
guidelines in sewerage
cleaning, the Authority is
understood to have termi-
nated the services of the
Junior Engineer (JE) and
initiated process to black-
list the contractor.

AP defends
RamayapatnamPort’s
operation

Amaravati
The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment said on Wednes-
day that it has initiated a
transparent bidding pro-
cess for Ramayapatnam
Port aimed at attracting in-
ternational players and de-
fended its decision on its
operation and mainte-
nance under the Pub-
lic-Private Partnership
(PPP) model. Amid strong
criticism of the coalition
government by the YSR
Congress Party for its deci-
sion to hand over the oper-
ation and maintenance of
the port to private players,
the government defended
its stand. The government,
in a release, claimed that a
transparent bidding pro-
cess has been initiated,
with clearly defined pay-
ment mechanisms for the
government, including rev-
enue share with minimum
guaranteed revenue, equity
share, upfront payment,
and specified capacity
augmentation obligations.
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Shah to attend Ahmedabad
Jagannath Rath Yatrarituals

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will offer prayers before Ahmedabad's
historic Jagannath Rath Yatra begins on Thursday morning

AHMEDABAD

Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah will par-
ticipate in the traditional
Mangala Aarti at the Shri Ja-
gannath Temple in Ahmed-
abad's Jamalpur area, ahead
of the commencement of the
city's 149th Jagannath Rath
Yatra. Officials confirmed the
programme, stating that the
Union Minister will offer
prayers before the annual re-
ligious procession begins.
According to the official
schedule, Shah will attend the
Mangala Aarti at 3:15 a.m. on
July 16 at the historic Shri Ja-

gannath Temple. The temple
serves as the starting point of
the city's annual Rath Yatra,
one of Gujarat's most signifi-
cant religious events, which
attracts lakhs of devotees
from across the state and oth-
er parts of the country every
year.

The Ahmedabad Jagannath
Rath Yatra is held annually on
Ashadhi Bij and begins
from the nearly 400-year-
old Shri Jagannath Temple
in the Jamalpur area.
During the proces- 1
sion, the idols of & (
Lord Jagannath, ~ ° /| |
Lord Balabhadra, ﬁ}* '

and Devi Subhadra are placed
on elaborately decorated
chariots and taken along the
traditional route through dif-
ferent parts of the city before
returning to the temple later
in the day.

The Rath Yatra in Ahmed-
abad is regarded as the sec-
ond-largest Jagannath Rath

Yatra in India, after the

_ internationally re-
| nowned festival held
in Puri, Odisha. Over
the decades,

the proces-

‘ sion has

y/ . become
a\

one of Gu-

jarat's most prominent reli-
gious and cultural events,
drawing participation from
devotees, saints, community
leaders, and public represen-
tatives.

Amit Shah has consistently
attended the Mangala Aarti
before the Rath Yatra in pre-
vious years, continuing a
long-standing tradition of of-
fering prayers before the cer-
emonial departure of the char-
iots. His participation is con-
sidered an important part of
the festivities, reflecting the
significance of the annual
event in Gujarat's cultural and
religious landscape.

Veteran singer Anuradha Paudwal says her comments were taken out
of context amid controversy over recent podcast remarks

Anuradha Paudwal responds to
remarks on Vishwaguru debate

MUMBAI

National Award-winning sing-
er Anuradha Paudwal has re-
sponded to the controversy
surrounding her recent re-
marks on the Ram Mandir
and India's Vishwaguru narra-
tive, saying that her com-
ments have been taken out of
context and sensationalized.
In a statement shared, the vet-
eran playback singer urged
people not to encourage the
circulation of edited clips
that, according to her, misrep-
resent the tone and intent of
her conversation.

Addressing her followers,
Paudwal expressed gratitude
for the love and respect she
has received throughout her

career while reiterating her
respect for the country and its
leadership. She said every cit-
izen has the right to express
personal views respectfully
and emphasized that con-
structive discussion is
an essential part of a
democratic society.
In her social me-
dia post, Paudwal
stated that she be-
lieves education is
fundamental for the
country's growth and
progress. She added that she
would always support that
principle and maintained that
respectful expression of opin-
ions should be protected.
The singer also made it
clear that she strongly object-

ed to conversations being pre-
sented out of context for sen-
sational purposes. She said
she did not endorse videos
that selectively used portions
of her remarks and appealed
to people not to pro-
mote such content.
Paudwal stressed
that her statement
should not be
viewed as a clarifi-
cation but rather as
an objection to the
misuse of her comments.
The controversy stems
from her recent appearance
on journalist Shubhankar
Mishra's podcast, where she
spoke about India's aspiration
to become a Vishwaguru, or
global leader.

DelhiHC issues
notice on pleatobar
former UPSC
aspirants

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued notice to
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) and the
Centre on a public interest lit-
igation (PIL) seeking safe-
guards against the alleged
misuse of the scribe facility in
the Civil Services Examina-
tion by candidates with dis-
abilities.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Devendra Kumar Up-
adhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia sought responses from
the UPSC, the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT), and the Department
of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, Ministry of
Social Justice and Empower-
ment, and posted the matter
for further hearing on Sep-
tember 16.

ibcworldnews.com

Omar Abdullah
confirms July 20
statehood protest

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
reaffirmed that the ruling
National Conference (NC)
will proceed with its
planned protest in New
Delhi over the restoration
of statehood, regardless of
whether authorities grant
permission for the demon-
stration at Jantar Mantar.

The National Conference
has scheduled the protest
for July 20, coinciding
with the commencement of
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament. The party in-
tends to use the occasion
to press its long-standing
demand for the restoration
of Jammu and Kashmir's
statehood, which was re-
voked following the reor-
ganisation of the former
state into two Union Terri-
tories in August 2019.

Speaking to reporters in
Srinagar, Omar Abdullah,
who also serves as the vice
president of the National
Conference, said the party
remained firm in its com-
mitment to seek the resto-
ration of what he described
as the region's snatched
rights. He stressed that
there would be no change
in the party's programme
despite recent develop-
ments.

The Chief Minister re-
ferred to the deteriorating
health of senior National
Conference leader Dr.
Mustafa Kamal and said
the party had decided to
continue with its scheduled
political activities even
during that difficult period.
According to Abdullah,
doctors had informed the
party on July 11 that Ka-
mal's condition was criti-
cal, but National Confer-

Jammu and Kashmir’s
ruling National
Conference remains
committed to demanding
restoration of statehood
through its planned Delhi
protest

ence president Dr. Farooq
Abdullah instructed party
leaders to proceed with a
previously planned pro-
gramme in Jammu on July
12.

Omar Abdullah said that
if the party had not can-
celled its earlier political
programme under those
circumstances, there was
no reason to withdraw or
postpone the planned pro-
test in New Delhi.

He also confirmed that
party legislators and lead-
ers have been instructed to
leave for the national cap-
ital on July 19, a day be-
fore the scheduled demon-
stration. According to the
Chief Minister, prepara-
tions will continue irre-
spective of whether formal
permission for the protest
is granted by the authori-
ties.

We know how to remain
patient.

We will wait, but we will
also keep our alternate
plan ready, Abdullah said,
indicating that the party
was prepared to explore
other options if permission
for the gathering at Jantar
Mantar was denied.

Calcutta HC refuses plea
from Mamata’s Trinamool
faction over rally venue

KOLKATA

A single-judge bench of the
Calcutta High Court on
Wednesday rejected the plea
from the Mamata Baner-
jee-led faction of the Trina-
mool Congress to hold the
Martyrs’ Day rally on July 21
at the traditional venue in
front of the CESC House near
Esplanade in Central Kolkata.

A petition filed by the Ma-
mata Banerjee-led faction
seeking permission to organ-
ise the rally at the traditional
venue came up for hearing at
the single-judge bench of Jus-
tice Sougata Bhattacharya this
morning.

After the first round of
hearing earlier in the day, the
bench asked the state govern-
ment to clarify its stand in the
matter by the second half. As
the state government suggest-
ed an alternative venue for the
event, the second round of
hearings in the matter started.

Finally, Justice Bhattacha-
rya’s bench permitted the Ma-
mata Banerjee-led faction to
conduct the rally on July 21 in
front of Birla Planetarium,
also in central Kolkata.

The bench, at the same
time, imposed several restric-
tions on the rally at the alter-
native venue.

The first condition is to
limit the number of partici-
pants in the rally, which the
court clearly said should not
exceed 2,500. At the same
time, the gathering will be re-
stricted to one of the two
lanes in front of Birla Plane-
tarium, keeping the other lane
free for vehicular movement.

Justice Bhattacharya’s
bench also fixed the rally tim-
ing and duration from noon to
3 p.m.

The state government coun-
sel initially argued and plead-
ed with the court to restrict the
number of participants to 500,
considering that there were a
number of schools and hospi-
tals near the Birla Planetarium.

The petitioner’s counsel and
four-time Trinamool Congress
Lok Sabha member, Kalyan
Banerjee, accused the state
government of picking issues
and excuses to deny permis-
sion for the rally.

He also requested the court
to allow a maximum number
of participants at 5,000.

BKTC treasurer
transferred amid
Badrinath temple

embezzlement row

CHAMOLI

Shri Badrinath-Kedarnath
Temple Committee’s (BKTC)
Chief Executive Officer Sohan
Singh Rangad on Wednesday
said that the temple body’s
treasurer has been transferred
amid alleged irregularities in
the management of donations
at the Badrinath Temple in Ut-
tarakhand’s Chamoli district.

An investigation team had
given us a report regarding
certain things that were kept in
the double-lock, specifically
materials made of silver. There
was a discrepancy between
that material and the entry in
the register — the amount re-
corded in the register was less,
while the actual material found
at the site was more. So, it is
quite possible that this was a
human error, especially be-
cause the quantity of the mate-
rial was larger. Had it been
less than what was recorded, I
would have said that some of
it had been taken out, he said.

However, Rangad said that
since the metals and orna-
ments recovered from the holy
site were more than the entry
made in the register, it may
have been overwritten.

PM highlights Bharat Tex 2026 textile platform

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi highlighted the signifi-
cance of Bharat Tex 2026,
describing it as a major plat-
form that brings together In-
dia's complete textile value
chain under one roof while
reflecting the country's Vision
2030 roadmap for the textile
sector. The Prime Minister
said the event showcases In-
dia's manufacturing capabili-
ties, rich textile traditions, and
expanding presence in the
global textile industry.
Sharing an article on social
media written by Union Min-

ister of State for Textiles Pa-
bitra Margherita, Prime Min-
ister Modi underlined the
importance of Bharat Tex as a
symbol of India's growing
leadership in textiles and ap-
parel. The event is being held
at Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi from July 14 to July 17,
bringing together industry
leaders, manufacturers, buy-
ers, exporters, designers, and
policymakers from India and
abroad.

In his article, Margherita
described India's textile heri-
tage as a reflection of the
country's extraordinary cul-
tural and geographical diver-

sity. He referred to products
such as the delicate Kashmiri
Pashmina, the distinctive As-
sam Muga silk, the colourful
Rajasthani Bandhani, and the
elegant Kanjeevaram silk,
stating that these traditions
together represent a living
map of India's crafts-
manship and cultural
identity.

According to the
minister, Bharat Tex
2026 provides a uni-
fied platform where
this diversity is show-
cased before a
global audi-
ence. He

said the exhibition demon-
strates not only India's tradi-
tional strengths but also its
growing capabilities in mod-
ern textile manufacturing and
innovation.
Margherita described
Bharat Tex as India's flagship
global textile trade fair, de-
signed to display the coun-
try's manufacturing ex-
cellence and creative
leadership on an interna-
tional stage. The event
serves as a comprehen-
sive marketplace
that hosts do-
\\ mestic manu-
facturers.

Supreme Court questions Patna High
Court ruling on attempt to rape

PATNA

The Supreme Court expressed
serious concern over a recent
Patna High Court ruling that
held that attempting to re-
move a woman’s salwar and
allegedly molesting her by
touching her inappropriately
did not amount to an attempt
to rape.

A Bench comprising Justice
Surya Kant, Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, and Justice V. Mohan
heard the matter and indicated
that it would issue a detailed
order addressing the observa-
tions made by the Patna High
Court.

The issue surfaced during
the hearing of a suo motu case
initiated by the Supreme
Court following a controver-
sial judgment of the Alla-
habad High Court.

In that matter, the apex
court had already directed the
National Judicial Academy to

frame guidelines aimed at im-
proving judicial sensitivity
while dealing with cases in-
volving sexual offences.

During the proceedings, Se-
nior Advocate Shobha Gupta
brought the Patna High
Court’s order to the Bench’s
attention.

She argued that despite the
Supreme Court having set
aside the Allahabad High
Court’s controversial ruling,
the Patna High Court had
made similar observations in a
case involving comparable
facts.

Describing the devel-
opment as unfortunate,
Gupta said such or-
ders continued to
emerge even after
the Supreme
Court had
clearly laid
down its posi-
tion.

Senior Ad-

—

HC seeks Bengal DGP’s
report on number of cases

KOLKATA

A single-judge bench of the Cal-
cutta High Court sought a de-
tailed report from the office of
the Director General of West
Bengal Police on the number of
cases and FIRs registered against
the Trinamool Congress general
secretary and the party’s Lok
Sabha member, Abhishek Baner-
jee, in different police stations in
the state.

The counsel for Abhishek Ba-
nerjee approached the High
Court’s single-judge bench of
Justice Sougata Bhattacharya,
seeking clarity on the exact num-
ber of cases and FIRs registered
against him at different police
stations.After a preliminary hear-
ing on the matter in the after-
noon, Justice Bhattacharya
sought a detailed report from the
office of the DGP.

While submitting the petition

seeking clarity on the exact num-
ber of cases and FIRs registered
against him, the counsel for
Abhishek Banerjee also argued
that since his client was a politi-
cal person, so many cases had
been filed against him out of
sheer vendetta.

We are aware that, so far, a to-
tal of eight FIRs have been regis-
tered against my client.

However, I am not aware of
the total number of cases going
on against him. So, we want clar-
ity in the matter. After the de-
tailed police report, we will place
our next line of arguments in the
matter, submitted Banerjee’s
counsel to the court.

In his counterargument, the
state government counsel said
there was no question of political
vendetta since all the cases
against the Diamond Harbour MP
were based on specific com-
plaints registered against him.

vocate H.S. Phoolka also sup-
ported the submission. Re-
sponding to the concerns, Jus-
tice Surya Kant observed that
such rulings often stem from
inadequate legal research and
insufficient study of the law.

He stated that the Supreme
Court would make detailed ob-
servations on the Patna High
Court’s decision in its forth-
coming order.

The Patna High Court case
originated from Banka dis-
trict’s Amarpur police station
area.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the victim had accompa-
nied her father to a photogra-

phy studio owned by a man

identified as Himanshu.
The complaint alleges
that the accused asked
the victim’s father to
wait outside before
taking the young
woman into a room
and locking the door.

Cabinet approvesRs
14,447 crore new
6-laneelevated

corridor along Ganga

NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved the development of a
link corridor between National
Highway-19 (NH-19) and the
Varanasi Ring Road with riv-
erbank connectivity along the
River Ganga for the deconges-
tion of Uttar Pradesh’s Varana-
si city at a total capital cost of
Rs 14,447.64 crore, which will
include a civil construction
cost of Rs 6,037.85 crore and
a land acquisition cost of Rs
541.11 crore under NH(O).

The 46.039 km project,
comprising a six-lane elevated
main carriageway, an iconic
cable-stayed bridge, an extra-
dosed foot-over-bridge-cum-
major bridge.
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Govt invites bids for
giga-scale ACC battery
manufacturing

New Delhi
The government on
Wednesday invited bids to
pick up beneficiaries for
establishing giga-scale
Advanced Chemistry Cell
(ACC) manufacturing fa-
cilities with a cumulative
capacity of 10 GWhin In-
dia. The capacity is ear-
marked for Grid-Scale Sta-
tionary Storage (GSSS)
applications under the
production linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for ACC Bat-
tery Storage. Ministry of
Heavy Industries (MHI)
said it has released the Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP)
for inviting bids through a
global tender. The bidding
process will be conducted
online through a transpar-
ent two-stage Quality and
Cost Based Selection
(QCBS) mechanism on
the Central Public Procure-
ment (CPP) Portal.

Indiaregisters
risein employment
inJune

New Delhi
Both the overall Labour
Force Participation Rate
(LFPR) and Worker Popu-
lation Ratio (WPR) in the
country registered an in-
crease in June over the
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Puri completes final preparations

for grand Jagannath Rath Yatra

Puri readies for the annual Rath Yatra as millions of devotees
gather for the sacred nine-day chariot festival

PURI

The holy city of Puri in Odis-
ha has completed the final
phase of preparations for the
world-renowned Jagannath
Rath Yatra, one of India's
largest and most significant
religious festivals. The grand
annual event will commence
on Thursday, July 16, when
Lord Jagannath, his elder
brother Lord Balabhadra, and
sister Devi Subhadra will be-
gin their traditional nine-day
journey from the 12th-century
Jagannath Temple to the Gun-
dicha Temple.

As part of the final prepara-
tions, the three majestic char-
iots of the deities were cere-
monially moved on Wednes-
day from the traditional con-
struction site, known as the
Ratha Khala, to a position
near the Lion's Gate of the
Jagannath Temple. The ritual
marks an important milestone
before the commencement of
the annual procession and

signals that all arrangements
for the festival are nearly
complete.

Lakhs of devotees from
across India and abroad have
already arrived in Puri to wit-
ness the centuries-old tradi-
tion. During the procession,
worshippers will pull the
three elaborately decorated
wooden chariots—Nandig-
hosh for Lord Jagannath, Ta-
ladhwaja for Lord Bal-
abhadra, and Darpadalan for
Devi Subhadra—over a dis-
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tance of approximately three
kilometres to the Gundicha
Temple amid devotional
chants and religious celebra-
tions.

According to Hindu be-
liefs, the Gundicha Temple is
regarded as the birthplace of
the Chaturddha Murti, com-
prising Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra,
and Sudarshan. The annual
journey symbolizes the dei-
ties' visit to their birthplace
and is considered one of the

most sacred occasions in the
Jagannath tradition.

The Odisha government
has made extensive arrange-
ments to ensure the smooth
conduct of the festival.

Multiple departments, in-
cluding the district adminis-
tration, police, health ser-
vices, transport authorities,
and emergency response
teams, have coordinated ef-
forts to manage the expected
influx of pilgrims and main-
tain law and order throughout
the celebrations.

Chief Administrator of the
Shree Jagannath Temple Ad-
ministration (SJTA), Arabin-
da Kumar Padhee, said all
preparations for the Rath Ya-
tra have entered their final
stage. He expressed confi-
dence that the elaborate plan-
ning undertaken by the tem-
ple administration and gov-
ernment agencies would en-
sure the successful and
peaceful conduct of the
event.

NATION

ibcworldnews.com

UP minister seeks
SIT probe into temple
donation claims

LUCKNOW

A political dispute over al-
leged irregularities involving
donations at Ayodhya's Ram
Temple intensified on
Wednesday after Uttar
Pradesh Minister Dharampal
Singh questioned how Sam-
ajwadi Party president Akh-
ilesh Yadav first became
aware of the allegations. The
minister called for a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) in-
quiry not only into the al-
leged embezzlement but also
into the source of the infor-
mation cited by the opposi-
tion leader.

The controversy began af-
ter Akhilesh Yadav, on June
7, became one of the first se-
nior political leaders to pub-
licly raise allegations regard-
ing the alleged misuse of
donations made by devotees
at the Ram Temple. In a post
on social media, he demand-
ed a judicial investigation
into the matter and called for
transparency in handling
temple funds.

Political confrontation
intensifies as Uttar
Pradesh leaders clash
over allegations involving
donations at Ayodhya’s
Ram Temple

The issue resurfaced after
Yadav accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh of at-
tempting to divert public at-
tention from the allegations.
In a strongly worded post, he
claimed that the ruling party
was engaging in childish an-
tics instead of addressing
concerns related to the al-
leged misuse of donations.

Yadav alleged that the con-
troversy surrounding temple
offerings had exposed what
he described as serious short-
comings within the BJP. He
accused the party of attempt-
ing to shift public focus
away from the allegations
and asserted that such ac-
tions were increasing public
dissatisfaction with the rul-

ing party.

J&K L-G reviews facilities at Bhagwati

Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu

JAMMU

Government clears 2 railway tracking projects to improve connectivity,
freight movement, and regional development across eastern India

same month of the pre-

grims. ly promoting local handicraft

Cabinet approves railway expansion

vious year, reflecting a
year-on-year increase in
employment, the data
released by the Ministry
of Statistics on
Wednesday showed. On
a year-on-year basis,
the urban unemploy-
ment rate (UR) declined
from 7.1 per cent in June,
2025 to 6.6 per centin
June, 2026, a reduction
of 0.5 percentage
points. The overall UR
and rural UR remained
broadly stable over the
same period, according
to the official
statement.

Jammu and Kashmir Lt Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
reviewed facilities for Amar-
nath Yatra pilgrims at the Bhag-
wati Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jam-
mu city.

L-G Sinha visited the Yatri
Niwas and reviewed the facili-
ties and services in place for the
ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Ya-
tra. The Lieutenant Governor
interacted with officials from
the J&K Police, the Army, other
security forces, the Shrine
Board and Civil Administra-
tion, and took stock of the mea-
sures underway to facilitate the
comfortable stay of the pil-

He commended their hard
work and urged them to treat
every Yatri as a divine guest.
With the holy pilgrimage al-
ready crossing the three lakh
mark in just 12 days, ensuring
a smooth and hassle-free expe-
rience for pilgrims is our top
priority, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said.

He stressed flawless registra-
tion, comfortable lodging, and
smooth travel arrangements for
all devotees of Baba Barfani.
He also emphasised showcasing
Jammu and directed officials to
organise sightseeing tours to
Jammu Division’s key spiritual
and tourism spots, while active-

and handloom products.

It is our goal that whenever
Baba Amarnath pilgrims return
home, they should carry a piece
of Jammu with them in the
form of beautiful local hand-
made products and unforgetta-
ble memories. Together, we
resolve to make this year’s Ya-
tra truly historic, the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also
reviewed the deployment of
Food Safety Officers at com-
munity kitchens, facilities at
reception and lodgement cen-
tres, on-spot registrations of
pilgrims, transportation and se-
curity arrangements.

projects worth Rs 3,907 crore

NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved two multi-tracking
railway projects with a
total investment of Rs
3,907 crore. The projects
will cover four districts
across Odisha and
Jharkhand and are expect-
ed to expand the Indian
Railways network by ap-
proximately 145 kilome-
tres, strengthening trans-

port infrastructure and im-
proving operational effi-
ciency.

According to an official
Cabinet communiqué, the
projects are aimed at in-
creasing rail line capacity
to facilitate smoother pas-
senger and freight move-
ment while reducing con-
gestion on busy railway
routes. The additional
tracks are expected to sig-
nificantly improve mobili-
ty, enhance service reliabil-
ity, and support the grow-
ing transportation require-
ments of eastern India.

The government said the
projects will directly bene-
fit nearly 1,526 villages
with a combined popula-
tion of around 14 lakh peo-
ple. Improved railway con-
nectivity is expected to
boost economic activity in
these areas by making
transportation faster and
more efficient for passen-
gers, businesses, and in-
dustries.

The proposed railway
expansion will also im-
prove access to several im-
portant tourist destinations
in the region.

Jayant Patil clarifies late night
meeting with Maha CM Fadnavis

MUMBAI

Intense political speculation erupted in Maha-
rashtra following a late-night meeting at 'Var-
sha'; the official residence of Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis. The meeting involved
NCP(SP) leader and MLA Jayant Patil with the
CM. However, on Wednesday Patil dismissed all
speculation and clarified the actual context of
the meeting.

Patil explained that his visit was strictly relat-
ed to a constituency-specific administrative issue
regarding a demolition threat. I sought an ap-
pointment with the Chief Minister regarding a
local issue in my constituency. I requested some
of the CM’s time, Patil stated.

He further clarified the sequence of events at
the CM's residence. He said that he arrived at
'Varsha' but had to wait in the hall as the Chief
Minister was tied up with prior engagements.

Govt of Karnataka
KARNATAKA URBAN WATER SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD
KALABURAGI ZONE, KALABURAGI
Office of the Chief Engineer KUWS & D Board, Kalaburagi Zone, Kalaburagi

“Jalbhavan”, Rajapur Kusnoor Road, Kalaburagi — 585105. Tel : 08472-220817,
Fax : 08472-260818 E-mail ID : kwbceklb14@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

No. KWB/CE(K)/TEC/Ydg NGR/2026-27/325 Date 14-07-2026

1) Detail of Work : Supply, erection, electrification and commissioning of 2 No’s of 345 HP or
Suitable HP DeepWell Turbine Pump set with discharge of 291 LPS (1047.09 cum/hr) against
60mts head along with allied accessories, Providing and laying of RCC Columns, beam &
fixing Gate at entrance of Jackwell site and Providing electrification works in Jackwell near
Gurusanagi Bridge cum Barrage under Nagarothan (Municipality) Phase-3 at Yadgir city.
(Lumpsum-No variation) (Work Indent No : KUWSDB/2026-27/PM/ WORK_INDENT523,
2). Amount of Estimate : Rs. 178.16 Lakhs (Excluding GST) 3) Eligibility of Contractor : Eligible
Contractors. 4) Details of Tender application amount and EMD amount : Rs.2,68,000/-
5) Period of Completion : 06 (Six) Months 6) Date and Time for commencement of downloading
of tender documents from the e-procurement portal 16-07-2026 after 13:00 Hours 7) Date &
Time of Pre-Bid Meeting : 23-07-2026 at 11:30 Hours 8). Last Date and Time for receipt of
Tenders : 30-07-2026 Up to 17:30 Hours 9) Date and Time for Opening of Tender : 01-08-
2026 After 11:00 Hours 10) Addl. information : Office of the Chief Engineer KUWS & D
Board, Kalaburagi Zone,”Jalbhavan”, Rajapur, Kusnoor Road,Telephone : 08472-220817
E-mail ID : kwbceklb14@gmail.com 11) Address of E-portal : www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

DIPR/Kalaburagi/324/ Sd/- Chief Engineer,

Deshpande Publicity/2026-27 KUWS & D Board, Kalaburagi Zone, Kalaburagi
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.

I.FT.No:EE/PWD/VIP/PB/5054/2026-27/2277
Dated:15.07.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(E-Procurement)

The Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept. Division,

Q:13/07/2026
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Vijayapur Invites tenders from eligible tenderers (registered
in Public Works Department) 2 works, As per standard bid
documents KW- 4 with Different head of account costing of
Maximum And Minimum amount for Rs. 200.00 Lakhs &
130.00 Lakhs, the EMD Maximum And Minimum amount of
Rs. 3,00,000/- & Rs. 1,95,000.00/-. Increase in G.S.T shall not
be paid in the extended period of Contract for which the
contractor alone is responsible for delay as determined by
the authority while granting the extension of time. The
calendar events of tenders, dates are fixed as follows 1) Pre-
Bid Meeting for Contractors. Date- 24.07.2026 @ 11:00 AM.
2) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders Date- 01.08.2026 at 4:30
PM 3) Opening of Technical Bid Date-03.08.2026 @ 11:00
AM 4) Opening of Financial Bid Date- 04.08.2026 at 04:30
PM onwards. Clause-3 Conditions of Standard Bid Document
may be seen in Departmental Website i.e
“eproc.karnataka.gov.in” and for more information may
contact help desk Bangalore (Phone No. 919240214000
&amp; 919240214001) or office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur
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Government of Karnataka

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD DIVISION KALABURAGI

Short Term Tender Notification

No: EE/PWD/KD/TS-1,2,4,5/Tender Notification/2026-27/1954 Date: 14.07.2026

1) Name of Work : Executive Engineer PWD Division Invites tender for the Works Under 4202
Education Head 23 Works,CMIDP 06 works, KKRDB 15 works, 8443 Deposit works 02 and
2216 Maintainance 01 Works Total 47 works for the year 2025-26 and 2026-27 Works for
indent No : 37455,37457,37597 (work Reserved for ST Category), 37667, 37090, 36944,
36999, 33929, 37218,37346, 37150 (work Reserved for SC Category), 36459 (work Re-
served for Category-l), 36987,36986,37031,37459 (work Reserved for 2A Cat-
egory),36719,36605,36807,36809 ,35875, 37426, 36720, 33350, 37032, 37033, 36943, 37456,
37458, 36998,37057,37386,37009,36947,37429,36822,36821,20826call-2,37517, 36463,
36505, 37423, 37416, 36761, 36731,31446/call-3 ,37671. 2) Estimate cost : Min Rs. 17.15
Lakhs Max Rs.400.00 Lakhs, 3) Eligibility of Contractor : Class IV and above PWD Registered
contractor. 4) EMD Amount : Min Rs 18200.00 and Max. Rs 5,10,000.00, 5) Pre-Bid Meeting
1 27.07.2026 (11.00 Hrs), 6) Last date for quries : 28.07.2026 (17.30 Hrs), 7) Last date for
Submission of bid : 29.07.2026 (16.00 Hrs), 8) Date of opening of Technical Bid: 30.07.2026
(16.30 Hrs), 9) Date of opening of Financial Bid : 31.07.2026 (16.30 Hrs), 10) Enquriries :

Office of the Executive Engineer PWD Division Kalaburagi. 11) Note : GST Will be Paid
Separately, 12) Website : https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in, 13) Bidders Should Note That :
"Note: 1)Undersigned reserved the right to Cancel / Postpone/ Reject any or all the tenders
at any point of time during tender process without assigning any reason.“2)Changes in the
tender process will not be Published in the News Papers Bidders may get Details of

Changes In KPPP Portal Only." Sdi-Executive Engineer

PWD Division Kalaburagi

DIPR/Kalaburagi/327/KSMC&A/2026-27

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042




QUICK READ

UK trade pact takes
effect, promising tariff
cuts & services boost

London
India and Britain’s compre-
hensive trade pact took ef-
fect on Wednesday, cut-
ting tariffs on thousands of
goods and widening ac-
cess for services firms and
professionals in both mar-
kets. The India-UK Com-
prehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement gives In-
dian exporters immediate
duty-free access to most
British tariff lines, benefit-
ing labour-intensive sec-
tors such as textiles, leath-
er, footwear, marine prod-
ucts, gems and jewellery,
and processed foods. Brit-
ain gains wider access to
one of the world’s fast-
est-growing major econo-
mies, with phased tariff
cuts and quotas for sec-
tors such as automobiles,
and openings in procure-
ment, financial services,
education, insurance and
professional services.

Info. from NATO member
states shows Russia
attempted sabotage

VILNIUS
Information from NATO
member nations, including
Lithuania and Latvia,
shows that Russia has
made various attempts to
conduct sabotage, Latvian
president Edgars Rinkevics
said on Wednesday. Infor-
mation we are getting from
Lithuanian, Latvian and
other NATO states, from
various agencies there,
shows various attempts to
do sabotage and to lower
the security in our states,
Rinkevics said at a press
conference with his Lithu-
anian counterpart Gitanas
Nauseda in Vilnius. Lithua-
nia has intelligence that
Russia is planning attacks
on infrastructure, and the
Baltic nation will tighten
security around energy
and transport sites as a
precaution, Nauseda said
in an interview published
earlier on Wednesday.

EU seals deal for drone
production with
Ukraine

KYIV
Ukraine and the European
Union have sealed a drone
deal to combine Kyiv's ex-
pertise with European in-
dustrial capacity to estab-
lish joint projects and scale
up production, European
Commission Ursula von
der Leyen said on Wednes-
day. We need to combine
our strengths, von der Ley-
en said in a speech in Kyiv
at a ceremony to mark the
countryss Statehood Day.
This deal will bring togeth-
er Ukrainian ingenuity and
Europe’s industrial scale.
Ukraine has signed a se-
ries of such deals with
individual countries. At
last week’s NATO sum-
mit in Akara, President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy
signed three more, say-
ing that brought the total
to nine. But Wednesday’s
deal is the first agree-
ment intended to cover
countries and compa-
nies across the European
Union.

-

Zelenskiy Cabinet Reshuffle

Raises Questions Over Minister

Ukraine braces for leadership changes as uncertainty surrounds
Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov amid critical wartime reforms

KYI1V

Ukraine is preparing for an-
other major political transi-
tion as President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy moves ahead with
plans for a fresh cabinet re-
shuffle, creating uncertainty
over the future of Defence
Minister Mykhailo Fedorov.
The 35-year-old technology
specialist, who took charge of
the defence portfolio only six
months ago, has become a
central figure in efforts to
modernize Ukraine's military
while the country continues to
defend itself against Russia's
ongoing invasion.

Fedorov has earned recog-
nition for introducing innova-
tive approaches aimed at
making Ukraine's armed forc-

es more efficient despite lim-
ited manpower and growing
battlefield challenges. His
leadership has focused on ac-
celerating technological adop-
tion, improving military coor-
dination, and reducing bu-
reaucratic delays that have
often slowed decision-making
within the defence establish-
ment.

Maria Berlinska, a well-
known volunteer and advo-

cate for drone warfare, pub-
licly praised Fedorov's leader-
ship style, describing him as a
thoughtful and mature leader
capable of finding unconven-
tional solutions to complex
military problems. She re-
called her first meeting with
him after his appointment and
said his strategic thinking and
ability to overcome bureau-
cratic barriers had distin-
guished him in every position
he has held. According to
Berlinska, these qualities have
played an important role in
advancing reforms during a
difficult period for the country.

Despite the praise from sup-
porters, Fedorov's future re-
mains uncertain as Zelenskiy
begins his second cabinet re-
shuffle within a year. The

president has not confirmed
whether he intends to retain
the defence minister, leaving
lawmakers and political ob-
servers awaiting Thursday's
parliamentary vote. Under
Ukraine's constitutional frame-
work, the president nominates
the defence and foreign minis-
ters, but both appointments
require parliamentary approv-
al before taking effect.

Even if Zelenskiy nominates
Fedorov again, several law-
makers have suggested that
parliamentary approval cannot
be taken for granted. Reports
indicate that concerns exist
across multiple political
groups, creating uncertainty
about whether he can secure
sufficient support to remain in
office.

ibcworldnews.com

EU Expands
Humanitarian
Support

EUROPEAN UNION

The European Union has an-
nounced an additional €20
million in humanitarian assis-
tance to support Venezuela's
recovery efforts following the
devastating earthquakes that
struck the country last month.
The latest funding package is
intended to strengthen emer-
gency response operations,
provide essential medical sup-
plies, and enhance search-and-
rescue capabilities as authorities
continue to deal with the after-
math of one of the country's
deadliest natural disasters in re-
cent years.

According to the European
Union, the newly announced fi-
nancial assistance will help de-
liver urgently needed medical
equipment, support healthcare
services treating injured survi-

European Union
announces additional
humanitarian funding to
strengthen emergency
relief, medical
assistance, and rescue
operations across
earthquake-affected
Venezuela
L] L]
vors, and provide resources for
rescue teams working in the af-
fected regions. The funding is
also expected to improve the
overall humanitarian response by
ensuring that emergency person-
nel have the equipment and lo-
gistical support necessary to
reach communities still recover-

ing from the disaster.

The latest commitment comes
in addition to the €5 million
emergency aid package approved
by the European Union in June.

“Briton jailed in
Iran given
additional two-
year sentence”

LONDON

The family of British couple
Craig and Lindsay Foreman,
who are serving a 10-year
prison sentence in Iran on
espionage charges that they
deny, said on Wednesday that
a judge had extended Craig
Foreman's sentence by two
years for speaking to the me-
dia.

The couple were arrested
in 2025 while travelling
through Iran by motorcycle
as part of a round-the-world
journey. Britain has de-
scribed their original sen-
tences as totally unjustifi-
able.

Joe Bennett, Lindsay Fore-
man's son and the family's
spokesperson, said they had
received reports that Craig
Foreman had been taken be-
fore a judge and informed
that his sentence had been
extended because he had
spoken to the media.

Congo forms new council in
push for war crimes justice

BUNIA

Democratic Republic of Con-
go has formed a new advisory
council that includes senior
war crimes lawyers from the
United States and Europe to
support its push for account-
ability for atrocities commit-
ted in the country's con-
flict-ridden east.

The move comes as Congo's
government pursues an in-
creasingly ambitious cam-
paign for international justice
in connection with the fight-
ing, a decades-old struggle
involving dozens of armed
groups and competition for
mineral resources, in which
millions are estimated to have
died.

The conflict in eastern Con-
go is rooted in the fallout from
neighbouring Rwanda's 1994
genocide. After the genocide,
many perpetrators fled into
eastern Congo, helping fuel
cycles of violence that have
persisted for decades.

Last month, Kinshasa filed

a case at the International
Court of Justice accusing
Rwanda of breaching interna-
tional conventions on geno-
cide, racial discrimination and
torture.

At the U.N. General Assem-
bly last year, President Felix
Tshisekedi called for recogni-
tion of what he described as a
silent genocide in Congo and
urged the creation of an inter-
national commission of inqui-
ry to help break a cycle of
impunity.

Fighting in eastern Congo
intensified last year when the
AFC/M23 rebel group, which
the United Nations and West-
ern governments say is backed
by Rwanda, seized large
swathes of eastern Congo. Ki-
gali denies backing the rebels.

The new advisory council,
known as the Council for the
Examination of Atrocities in
the DRC, will advise two
Congolese state institutions as
they seek recognition of
crimes and push for repara-
tions for victims.

Violence in Gaza intensifies as ceasefire negotiations struggle to advance
despite ongoing international mediation efforts and diplomacy

Israeli airstrike kills family amid
stalled Gaza ceasefire talks

CAIRO

An Israeli airstrike killed a
Palestinian man, his wife, and
their six-year-old daughter in
the central Gaza Strip on
Wednesday, as efforts to ad-
vance a United States-bro-
kered ceasefire agreement
between Israel and Hamas
continued to face significant
obstacles. The latest attack
underscores the fragile secu-
rity situation in Gaza, where
violence has persisted despite
a ceasefire that formally end-
ed large-scale hostilities last
October.

According to Palestinian
health officials, the strike hit
an apartment building in Deir
Al-Balah, killing Omar Abu
Qassem, his wife Asma, and
their young daughter Habee-
ba.

Medical personnel said the

couple's son survived the at-
tack but sustained injuries and
was taken for treatment. The
incident has added to growing
concerns about the humanitar-
ian impact of continuing mil-
itary operations across the
territory.

The Israeli military stated
that the strike targeted a
Hamas militant but did not
immediately provide further
details regarding the opera-
tion or comment on the civil-
ian casualties reported by Pal-
estinian authorities.

In a separate incident on
Wednesday, medics said an-
other Israeli airstrike in the
Sheikh Radwan neighborhood
of Gaza City killed one per-
son. The Israeli military did
not immediately issue a state-
ment regarding that strike.

Palestinian health officials
say that more than 1,100 Pal-

estinians, the majority of
them civilians, have been
killed in Israeli military at-
tacks since the October cease-
fire came into effect. Hamas
has generally not released
detailed information regard-
ing the number of its fighters
killed during this period,
making independent verifica-
tion of combatant casualties
difficult.

Although the ceasefire halt-
ed the large-scale fighting that
had devastated Gaza, Israeli
military operations have con-
tinued almost daily.

Israeli authorities maintain
that these strikes target mili-
tants and infrastructure asso-
ciated with Hamas and other
armed groups. During the
same period, four Israeli sol-
diers have reportedly been
killed in attacks carried out by
militants operating in Gaza.

Brazil's Lula gains ground

on Flavio

SAO PAULO

Brazilian President Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva has widened
his lead over right-wing Sen-
ator Flavio Bolsonaro ahead
of the country's presidential
election scheduled for Octo-
ber, according to a new
Quaest opinion poll commis-
sioned by brokerage firm
Genial. The survey indi-
cates that Lula has in-
creased his advantage
despite recent politi-
cal controversies and
growing debate over
Brazil's economic and
diplomatic challenges.
The latest poll is the first
conducted by Quaest follow-
ing a series of significant po-
litical developments, includ-
ing a corruption investigation
involving a senior political
ally of President Lula and
public discussions surround-
ing accountability for poten-
tial new United States tariff
measures affecting Brazilian

Bolsonaro

exports. Despite these issues,
the survey suggests that voter
support for the incumbent
president has remained resil-
ient.

In a simulated sec-
ond-round runoff, Lula re-
ceived 45 percent of voter
support, compared with 37
percent for Senator Flavio

Bolsonaro, who has
emerged as the leading
opposition contender.

The results represent

a slight improve-

ment for Lula com-

pared with the previ-
ous Quaest survey
conducted in June,
which showed him leading
Bolsonaro by 44 percent to 38
percent.

The poll also measured vot-
er preferences in a first-round
election scenario involving
several candidates. According
to the survey, Lula would se-
cure 40 percent of the vote,
while Flavio Bolsonaro would
receive 28 percent.

US STRIKES BOOST

BLACK SEA FIGHTING
INTENSIFIES AS RUSSIA AND
UKRAINE ESCALATE

ODESA

Russia and Ukraine intensi-
fied their military confronta-
tion in the Black Sea on
Wednesday, with both sides
launching major attacks tar-
geting ports, shipping routes,
and strategic infrastructure.
The latest escalation high-
lights the growing importance
of maritime operations in the
conflict, as each side attempts
to disrupt the other's military
logistics and economic life-
lines.

Ukrainian authorities said a
large-scale Russian drone and
missile assault on the southern
Odesa region entered its fifth
consecutive day. According to
Odesa Regional Governor
Oleh Kiper, the attacks target-
ed civilian areas as well as
industrial facilities and critical
port infrastructure that play a
vital role in Ukraine's wartime
economy.

Officials reported that three

people were killed and at least
three others were injured after
a Russian missile struck a sev-
en-storey residential building
in the city of Odesa. Emergen-
cy responders were deployed
to search the damaged struc-
ture and assist survivors as
rescue operations continued.
Ukrainian authorities con-
demned the attack, describing
it as another strike on civilian
infrastructure.

Russia has significantly in-
creased attacks on Ukraine's
deepwater Black Sea ports in
recent days. Facilities in the
Greater Odesa region are par-
ticularly important because
they handle a substantial share
of Ukraine's grain exports and
other cargo, making them es-
sential to the country's econo-
my during the war. Continued
attacks on these ports have
raised concerns about the se-
curity of commercial shipping
and the stability of global ag-
ricultural supply chains.

US intensifies Iran strikes amid escalating Gulf conflict

WASHINGTON

The United States launched a
fresh wave of military strikes
against Iran on Wednesday,
marking another major esca-
lation in the ongoing conflict
between the two countries.
The latest attacks came after
Washington reimposed a na-
val blockade on Iranian
ports, while Tehran respond-
ed by threatening to disrupt
additional regional energy
export routes, raising fresh
concerns over global oil sup-
plies and regional stability.
According to the U.S. mil-
itary, forces under the U.S.

Central Command began the
latest round of strikes at 6
a.m. Eastern Time. The op-
eration was described as tar-
geting military capabilities
that Iran has allegedly used
to attack commercial ship-
ping in the strategically im-
portant Strait of Hormuz.
Officials said the objective

was to weaken Iran’s ability
to threaten maritime security
in one of the world’s busiest
energy corridors.

The U.S. military did not
provide further operational
details, and there were no
immediate reports from Ira-
nian media confirming the
strikes or assessing damage.

However, the attacks follow
an earlier military operation
announced, during which
U.S. forces said they struck
dozens of military targets
near the Strait of Hormuz
and along Iran’s coastline
during a seven-hour cam-
paign.

Iran responded by claim-
ing it had launched retaliato-
ry attacks against U.S. mili-
tary targets across the re-
gion. The Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps said its
strikes targeted American
military facilities in Bahrain,
Kuwait, and Jordan. Inde-
pendent confirmation of the

claimed attacks was not im-
mediately available.

Tehran also issued a fresh
warning regarding regional
energy supplies. Iranian of-
ficials stated that if military
pressure continued, the Unit-
ed States and its allies
should prepare for the clo-
sure of additional export
corridors that benefit West-
ern economies. The threat
has heightened fears of
broader disruption to global
energy markets, particularly
as the Strait of Hormuz re-
mains a critical route for in-
ternational oil and natural
gas shipments.

I, MANJU B S S/o LATE
SANJEEVA REDDY, R/o
137, 2nd Cross,
Kebbehalla, Rajeevgandhi
Nagara, Sunkadakatte,
Near Gangothri School,
Bangalore North,
Viswaneedam, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560091, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as BS MANJUNATHA.

IN THE COURT OF THE 2ND ADDL.CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C.Misc.No. 3002026
BETWEEN: Smt. Jayamma and others Djo late
Gangaiah W/o Late Siddappa Aged about 70 years, R/
at K. G. Sastrypalya Village, Kanasavadi Post, Madhure
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluku, Bengaluru Rural District
PETITIONERS
AND: The Tahasildar, Registrar of Births and deaths
Doddaballapura Taluk, Doddaballapura.
RESPONDENT

Whereas the petitioners above named has presented
petition to this Hon'ble Court under Section 13(3) And
14 of Birth and Deaths Act 1969 for order direct the
respondent authority to get enter the date of death of
petitioners by name Smt. Sakamma W/o Late. Gangaiah,
she is died on 28-02-1998. at K.G Sastry Palya Village,
Kanasavadi Post, Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bangalore Rural District. The Hon'ble Court has fixed
the date 31.07.2026 for hearing of the petitioners and
that if any person/s desire to oppose the said petition or
claim or interest shall appear before the Hon'ble Court
in person or by pleader duly instructed at 11 AM. Failing
which the said application will be heard and determined
as exparte.

Given under my hand and the seal of the court on

15.07.2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMIC
Doddaballapura

Advocate for Petitioners: Sri. Chandrashekar.T,
Advocate, CST LAW CHAMBER, #906, Dadapeer
Layout, Sondekopa Bypass Road, Nelamangala Town.
PH: 9110646734

 NAME CHANGE

|, H MOHAMED YASEEN S/o D M
HIDAYATH aged 36 years # 89,ward
No 26,Panduranga street Chick-
ballapur Town &Dist. Pin 562101
have changed my name to H. MO-
HAMMED YASEEN, vide affidavit
dated 15-07-2026 before notary P.V.
Ramachandrareddy, ~ Chickballapur.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our Client M/S PAMN LANDMARK
DEVELOPERS LLP, office No. 18 2nd Stage,
Ground Floor, Gayathripuram, Near PF Office,
Mysuru-570019 intending to build Apartment
in the schedule property by entering Joint
Development Agreement with the respective
owners 1) Mr. J.S. Magdoom smail, S/o Late
S.M. Jidda and 2) Mr. J.S. Khadir Moulla, S/o
Late S. M. Jidda, both are R/at Door No. HIG-5
Bannimantap, C Layout, Mandi Mohalla,
Mysuru [herefore, hereby called upon through
this public notice, if their any objection in this
regard they have to submit within 15 days
from this publication. Otherwise subsequent
objections does not binding to my clients.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY
All that piece and parcel property as per
MCC Form No. 2, vacant site Property No.
3980483678, Old Property No. 138/2, situated
at Sy No. 138/2 belavatha Village Kasaba
Hobli, Ward No. 9, Mysuru, measuring 3338.
66 sq meter (3 guntas of Kharab) (residential
conversion order No. ALN(1) CR 63/2010-11
New No. ALN(1) 121/2011-1? Ot; 05.11.2011
passed by the Deputy Commissioner Mysuru
District) and bounded on East by: Property
bearing Sy. No. 140, 144. West by: Road and
Property bearing Sy. No. 138/2, North by
property bearing Sy. No. 138/1 and South by
Property bearing Sy, No. 137, 144.
C.N. MAHESH, B.A., LL.B. Advocate
"A" Law Associates KAR-1508/2005
No. 1, Behind Maramma Temple,
Bajjanna Lane Chamaraja Puram,
MYSORE-50005. Cell, 9900461244
Place: Mysore, Phone :- 9845190877

IN THE COURT OF THE Il ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

X 2
Petitioners: Sri.Ravikumar.B.Y S/o Late Yallappa
Aged about 33 years, Rlat Baradi Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Nelamangala Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
and others.

Vis
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death The Tahshildar
Doddaballapura Taluk. Doddaballapura.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition
under Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births
And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of the paternal Grandmother of petitioner No.1, 3 &
4 and Younger mother of petitioner No.2 by name
LATE JAYAMMA W/O LATE MUDALAIAH who died on
10.04.2004 at Purushanahalli Village, Madhure Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 31-07-2026 In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
14.07.2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministrial Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Advocate, K.N.Sathish Kumar, Opp to Court Complex-

4th Ward, Rojipura Doddaballapur Town.

IN THE COURT OF THE Il ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

CMis.No.149/2026
Petitioners: Sri.Ravikumar.B.Y Sfo Late Yallappa
Aged about 33 years, Rfat Baradi Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Nelamangala Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
and others.

Vis
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death The Tahshildar
Doddaballapura Taluk. Doddaballapura.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition
under Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births
And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of the paternal Grandfather of petitioner No.1, 3 & 4
and Younger father of petitioner No.2 by name LATE
MUDALAIAH Sjo LATE VENKATABASAPPA who died on
10.04.1998 at Purushanahalli Village, Madhure Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 31-07-2026 In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
14.07.2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministrial Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Advocate, K.N.Sathish Kumar, Opp to Court Complex-
4th Ward, Rojipura Doddaballapur Town.
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Spain outclass France to storm
into FIFA World Cup 2026 final

Disciplined
Spain
subdue
France’s
star attack
to book
deserved
World Cup
final berth.

ARLINGTON

Spain produced a clinical display to defeat
France 2-0 in the first semi-final of the FIFA
World Cup 2026, booking their place in the
title clash and moving within one victory of
lifting their second World Cup crown.

The European champions neutralised
France’s star-studded attack with a disciplined
defensive performance before goals from
Mikel Oyarzabal and Pedro Porro sealed a
memorable win at the AT&T Stadium in Ar-
lington.

Spain broke the deadlock midway through
the first half after referee Ivan Barton awarded
a penalty when French left-back Lucas Digne
brought down teenage winger Lamine Yamal
inside the box. Oyarzabal calmly converted the
spot-kick, registering his fifth goal of the tour-
nament and handing France their first deficit
of the World Cup.

France suffered another setback moments
later when central defender William Saliba was
forced off with a recurrence of a lower-back
injury, disrupting Didier Deschamps’ defensive
plans.

Spain continued to dominate possession and
created several opportunities with their trade-
mark quick passing. France, despite boasting
attacking stars such as Kylian Mbappe, Ous-
mane Dembele and Michael Olise, failed to
register a shot on target in the opening half.

Road to the final

Spain’s march to the World Cup final has
been built on balance rather than brilliance
alone. While teenage winger Lamine Yamal
has dazzled with his creativity, the team’s
greatest strength has been its defensive or-
ganisation. Spain have conceded just one
goal throughout the tournament, successful-
ly containing some of the world’s best at-
tacking sides. Head coach Luis de la Fuente
has blended experienced campaigners with
emerging talent, creating a side capable of
controlling possession while remaining
ruthless in front of goal. Victory over
France underlined Spain’s credentials as
deserving finalists and serious favourites to
lift the trophy for the second time.

Deschamps attempted to revive his side by
introducing Desire Doue early in the second
half, but Spain doubled their advantage almost
immediately.

Pedro Porro finished off a superb move in-
volving Dani Olmo, collecting a return pass
before calmly beating goalkeeper Mike Maig-
nan to put the result beyond doubt.

France threw on Theo Hernandez and Rayan
Cherki in search of a comeback, but Spain’s
well-organised defence held firm to preserve

Asunta Lakra seeks NCW intervention over
Hockey India harassment complaints

Category Spain France
First-half goals 1 0
Scorers Mikel Oyarzabal (Pen), Pedro Porro -

Key moment  Qyarzabal converts penalty Saliba injured, forced off

Next match World Cup Final Third-place playoff

& 26’ — Oyarzabal converts penalty after Digne
fouls Lamine Yamal.

& 31’ — William Saliba exits injured, replaced by
Maxence Lacroix.

&) 58’ — Pedro Porro finishes brilliant move involv-
ing Dani Olmo.

® FT - Spain keep another clean sheet to reach the
final.

m2-0 — Spain’s semi-final victory.
u5 — World Cup goals for Mikel Oyarzabal.

ml — Goal conceded by Spain in the entire tourna-
ment.

m2nd — Spain’s appearance in a World Cup final.
m16 years — Since Spain’s 2010 World Cup triumph.

m48 teams — First expanded FIFA World Cup edi-
tion.

m14 years — Didier Deschamps’ tenure as France
coach comes to an end after the tournament.

another impressive clean sheet.Having conceded only
one goal throughout the tournament, Spain have com-
bined defensive solidity with attacking flair, spearhead-
ed by teenage sensation Lamine Yamal.

The 2010 champions are now just one victory away
from becoming the first winners of the expanded 48-
team FIFA World Cup and matching their historic tri-
umph under Vicente del Bosque 16 years ago.

France will contest the third-place playoff in Didier
Deschamps’ final tournament before stepping down as
coach after 14 years in charge.

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com

ICC approves revamped formats
for ODI and T20 World Cups

DUBAI

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has approved a
new competition format for
its marquee events, introduc-
ing significant changes to the
Men’s Cricket World Cup and
Men’s T20 World Cup in an
effort to create more meaning-
ful contests and enhance the
tournament experience.

The decision was ratified by
the ICC Board following rec-
ommendations from the Chief
Executives’ Committee,
which includes representa-
tives from both Full Member
and Associate Member na-
tions.

A key feature of the re-
vamped structure is the intro-
duction of a new ‘Super Se-
ries’ round before the tradi-
tional group stage. This will
be followed by a ‘Super 7’
phase, where seven teams will
compete for places in the
semi-finals.

According to the ICC, the
revised format has been de-
signed to improve competitive
balance, increase the quality
of matches and provide great-
er opportunities for emerging
cricketing nations.

The 2027 ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup, to be jointly
hosted by South Africa, Zim-
babwe and Namibia, will con-
tinue to feature 14 teams but
will now be played under a
new three-stage format culmi-
nating in the knockout rounds.

Similarly, the 2028 ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup, to be
co-hosted by Australia and
New Zealand, will retain its
20-team field while adopting
a revised structure aimed at
increasing the number of
teams progressing to the sec-
ond phase.

The new format is expected
to strengthen competition by
ensuring more teams remain
in contention for longer peri-
ods while reducing the num-
ber of inconsequential match-
es.

ICC officials said the
changes reflect the governing
body’s commitment to grow-
ing the global game and mak-

N

New tournament
structure
promises tougher
competition,
greater
excitement

and expanded
opportunities for
emerging teams.

AneweraforiCC
tournaments

The ICC believes the re-
vised formats will deliver
more high-quality contests
while giving emerging na-
tions a better chance to
compete against estab-
lished teams in the latter
stages of global events. By
introducing the Super Se-
ries and Super 7 phases,
the governing body aims to
maintain competitive inten-
sity throughout the tourna-
ments, reduce dead rubbers
and create a more reward-
ing experience for players,
broadcasters and fans.

ing major tournaments more
engaging for players, broad-
casters and fans alike. The
revised system is also expect-
ed to offer greater exposure to
Associate nations by expand-
ing representation in the latter
stages of the T20 World Cup.
The announcement marks
one of the most significant
changes to ICC event formats
in recent years as world crick-
et prepares for a new era of
global competitions with in-
creased emphasis on compet-
itiveness and inclusivity.

NEW DELHI

Former India women’s hock-
ey captain Asunta Lakra has
sought the intervention of the
National Commission for
Women (NCW), alleging se-
rious lapses in the handling of
sexual harassment complaints
within Hockey India and its
affiliated bodies.

In a letter addressed to the
NCW, Lakra urged the com-
mission to conduct an inde-
pendent inquiry into what she
described as “institutional
failure” in addressing com-
plaints of sexual harassment,
intimidation and abuse of au-
thority.

Lakra requested the com-
mission to examine whether
there had been deliberate in-
action, suppression of com-
plaints or protection extended
to individuals holding posi-
tions of authority despite alle-
gations being brought to the
attention of officials.

The controversy stems from
Lakra’s allegations against

Belgian midfielder
strengthens
United’s squad as
club continues
ambitious summer
rebuilding ahead
successfully.

£

Hockey India Secretary Gen-
eral Bholanath Singh, whom
she accused of threatening
and intimidating her after she
raised concerns over alleged
misconduct by Jharkhand
coach Sudhir Gola towards
women players at the Eklavya
Hockey Academy in Ranchi.

Earlier, Lakra had written
to the Union Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports
seeking immediate interven-
tion. Acting on the complaint,
the ministry directed Hockey
India to investigate the allega-
tions and submit a report.

In her communication to
the NCW, Lakra also called
for an independent inquiry
into the allegations against
Sudhir Gola and the manner
in which complaints were
handled by Hockey India and

aa S

Hockey Jharkhand officials.

She further alleged that sev-
eral complainants belonged to :
Scheduled Tribe communities
and had reported caste-based
humiliation and derogatory

remarks.

Lakra appealed for an in- |
vestigation into the role of :
Hockey India and Hockey | |
Jharkhand officials to deter- :
mine whether their actions or
omissions contributed to the
intimidation of complainants
or the failure to provide ade- :
quate protection to women

athletes.

Stressing the need for ac-
countability, she urged the :

NCW to ensure a safe, secure

and dignified environment for

female sportspersons across
the country.

The case has intensified
scrutiny of Hockey India’s in-
ternal grievance mechanisms,

with both the Sports Ministry :

and the NCW now expected
to examine the allegations and
the processes followed in ad-
dressing complaints.

Manchester United sign Youri
'=® Tielemans from Aston Villa

LONDON

Mbal?}()e rues France’s World Cup
exit a

er Spain

]

France captain
Bleus failed to

trol possession
a deserved 2-0

all per

French
captain
admits tactical
shortcomings
ended team’s

. ARLINGTON

¢ France captain Kylian Mbappe described his

i team’s World Cup semi-final defeat to Spain as an

: “immense disappointment”, admitting tactical and

i technical shortcomings ended Les Bleus’ hopes of

i reaching a third successive FIFA World Cup final.
Mbappe, who scored eight goals during an out-

¢ standing tournament, acknowledged that France

i failed to execute their game plan against the European

i champions. “I don’t think we played the match we want-
¢ ed to play—tactically, technically or in terms of our over-

World Cup final
appearance.

UP
Ahme

Leeds United. Expressing his delight after completing PANAJI

dream of another

outclass Les Bleus

Spain’s midfield made the difference

Kylian Mbappe admitted Spain’s superiority

in midfield proved decisive in the semi-final. He said Les

execute their high-press strategy and were re-

peatedly outnumbered in central areas, allowing Spain to con-

and dictate the game’s tempo on their way to
victory.

formance,” the Real Madrid forward said.
France had planned to press Spain high up the
pitch and prevent them from dictating posses-
sion, but Mbappe admitted the strategy

failed.
He pointed to Spain’s midfield domi-
nance, with Rodri, Dani Olmo and Fabi-
an Ruiz consistently outnumbering
Adrien Rabiot and Aurelien Tchouame-
ni. “When you are outnumbered against
Spain in midfield, it becomes a real
problem,” Mbappe said. Despite the set-
back, the French skipper urged his team-
mates to learn from the defeat and return
stronger.

“We have to hold our heads high, learn
from this failure and move on. Football waits

for no one,” he said.

Sayali stuns Manika as

Prometheans edge
dabad in UTT thriller

league at the Shyama Prasad

Manchester United have completed the signing of Bel-
gium international Youri Tielemans from Aston Villa

for a reported fee of £35 million, bolstering their
—=——_. midfield ahead of the new Premier League sea-

son.
) \ The 29-year-old has signed a five-year
{0 contract at Old Trafford after returning

from the FIFA World Cup, where he cap-
: tained Belgium to the quarter-finals
N before injury ruled him out of the

\
P.
1%

-~ defeat to Spain.

v

Tielemans becomes United’s
# . third signing of the summer
transfer window following
the arrivals of Brazilian
midfielder Andrey Santos
from Chelsea and veteran
goalkeeper Karl Darlow from

the move, Tielemans described joining Manchester
United as a dream come true.

“It is hard to describe just how proud I am to join
Manchester United. Signing for such a special club is
the culmination of years of dedication. My ambition is
to help the club compete for the biggest trophies,” he
said.

United’s Director of Football Jason Wilcox hailed the
Belgian as one of the Premier League’s finest midfield-
ers in recent seasons.

“He possesses outstanding technical ability, ambition
and the mentality needed to succeed at Manchester
United,” Wilcox said.

Tielemans joined Aston Villa on a free transfer from
Leicester City in 2023 and quickly established himself
as a key figure under manager Unai Emery. He helped
Villa qualify for the UEFA Champions League and
played an influential role in the club’s UEFA Europa
League triumph last season.

produced one

nis (UTT) Se
feating India
woman paddle

thrilling 8-7

With the tie
at 6-6, Sayali

2-1.
The victory

Twenty-year-old Sayali Wani

upsets of Ultimate Table Ten-

to guide UP Prometheans to a

Ahmedabad APL Pipers.

markable composure to beat
World No. 51 Manika, despite
being ranked World No. 151,
clinching the deciding match

metheans their maiden win
over Ahmedabad in the

Mukherjee Indoor Stadium.

Sayali’s triumph was all the
more remarkable as she saved
three match points in the de-
ciding game before complet-
ing a memorable comeback.
The defeat also marked Man-
ika’s third successive loss in
the tournament.

Ahmedabad had looked
firmly in control after win-
ning the opening two match-
es. Payas Jain defeated Sud-
hanshu Grover 2-1 before
Sofia Polcanova overcame
Yangzi Liu by the same mar-
gin, giving Ahmedabad a 4-2
advantage. However, the mo-
mentum shifted dramatically
in the mixed doubles.

of the biggest
ason 7 by de-
’s top-ranked
r Manika Batra

victory over

evenly poised
displayed re-

gave UP Pro-
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Taiwan luxury
mangoes fly to
European markets

TAICHUNG
Taiwan’s premium, juicy
mangoes are officially
heading to Europe for the
first time, debuting in
France and Britain. Fa-
mous for their intense
sweetness, varieties like
the “Summer Snow” and
Irwin are entering the
market despite high ex-
port costs and strict Eu-
ropean pesticide regula-
tions. Taiwan traditional-
ly exports its fruit to
Asian neighbors like Ja-
pan. However, the gov-
ernment is aggressively
pushing for broader
global markets to coun-
ter ongoing trade bans
from China. Farmers re-
main highly confident
that European consum-
ers will embrace the fruit,
boldly calling their top-
tier, luxury produce the
absolute “Louis Vuitton
of the mango world.”

Chinadeploys
electric taxis against
oil shocks

BELJING
China is successfully
shielding its economy
from global oil shocks by
rapidly expanding its
electric taxi fleet. As the
ongoing Iran war drives
gasoline prices higher,
more citizens are ditch-
ing their personal cars
for affordable
rideshares. Fares are ac-
tually dropping because
millions of out-of-work
drivers are flooding the
market using cheap
electric vehicles. Cur-
rently, half of the na-
tion’s taxis are electric,
reaching nearly 100% in
major cities. This mas-
sive green shift slashed
China’s recent gasoline
use by 10%. By burning
less fuel, the country is
reducing its reliance on
foreign oil imports dur-
ing global crises.

Appleintelligence
wins Chinese
regulatory approval

BELJING
China’s cyberspace regu-
lator has approved Ap-
ple’s new generative Al
service, “Apple Intelli-
gence,” for local iPhones.
To comply with local laws
and enhance user experi-
ence, Apple is partnering
with Chinese tech giants
Baidu and Alibaba. Aliba-
ba confirmed its Qwen Al
model will power features
across Chinese iPhones,
iPads, and Macs. While
the official launch date
remains unannounced,
this regulatory milestone
is a massive win for Apple.
The tech giant recently
saw a huge rise in Chinese
phone shipments and
wants to keep this mo-
mentum going by offering
localized, cutting-edge Al
features to its massive
user base.

Intel adopts
advanced tool for
laptop chips

SANFRANCISCO
Intel has started using a
pricey new machine from
ASML to build its newest
laptop chips, called Pan-
ther Lake. This advanced
tool uses special light to
print microscopic circuits
on silicon. While the ma-
chine is very expensive
and hard torun, Intel is
testing it on specific chip
layers. This trial helps
both firms learn how to
make the system work
better. Currently, Intel
builds most of these
chips with standard tools
at its Oregon plant. This
move marks a major step
forward as the tech giant
races to make smaller,
faster computer proces-
sors for tomorrow.

Patanjali stock plunges
209%o before mild recovery

Patanjali Foods shares crashed 20% to a six-year low of
3328.20, sparking widespread panic among market investors.

MUMBAI

Investors of Patanjali Foods
faced a massive shock as the
company’s stock prices
crashed by 20 percent. This
sudden drop pushed the
shares down to their lowest
value in over six years, creat-
ing a wave of panic across
the Indian stock market.
The company’s stock
plunged to a worrying low of
Rs 328.20 on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE). This
marks the lowest point the
company has seen since April
2020. The crash means the
stock value has now split
nearly in half compared to its
highest peak in July last year.
Even though the shares man-
aged to recover slightly later
in the afternoon, they were
still trading around 16 per-
cent lower at about Rs 345

PATANJALE

PATANJALI FOODS LIMITED

(r ownas Ruchi Soya Industries Limited)

per share.

As the market panicked,
Patanjali Foods quickly
stepped forward to calm the
public. The company re-
leased an official statement
to the stock exchanges, as-
suring everyone that their
business is running perfectly
normally. They stated that
there are no hidden bad
news, secret events, or finan-
cial troubles that could ex-
plain why the stock suddenly
lost its value. The manage-
ment emphasized that they
remain fully focused on their
growth plans and are running

their daily operations just
like any other day.

Despite these reassuring
words from the management,
the numbers show that the
popular consumer goods gi-
ant is facing heavy pressure.
Patanjali Foods, which was
earlier known as Ruchi Soya
Industries, is one of India’s
biggest names in the edible
oil and daily household prod-
ucts market. However, this
latest market crash adds to a
very tough year for the
brand. Over the past month
alone, the stock has dropped
by nearly 19 percent. When
looking at the bigger picture,
the company’s shares have
lost a whopping 37 percent
of their total value since the
start of this year. Experts are
watching closely to see if the
brand can bounce back from
this historic low.

ibcworldnews.com

Tamil Nadu plans 20,000 EV

CHENNAI

In a massive push toward
clean and green transportation,
the Tamil Nadu government
has announced an ambitious
plan to set up 20,000 public
electric vehicle (EV) charging
stations across the state by
2031. This strategic roadmap
aims to make green mobility
highly accessible, build a ro-
bust support network, and at-
tract significant private invest-
ments to the state’s rapidly
growing EV industry.

The detailed plan was final-
ized during high-level meet-
ings held in Chennai over the
last two days. Top govern-
ment officials and green ener-
gy experts reviewed the
state’s current charging facil-
ities and discussed practical
solutions to expand the net-
work. The first evaluation
meeting was led by Chief
Secretary Sai Kumar to map
out the current hurdles and
plan smooth, widespread cov-
erage across both cities and

charging stations

Tamil Nadu aims to
install 20,000 public
EV charging stations

by 2031 to accelerate
green mobility, ease

range anxiety, and
attract private
infrastructure
investments.

villages.

Following this, a technical
session was organized by the
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of the Tamil Nadu
Power Distribution Corpora-
tion (TNPDCL). Joined by
representatives from the ITDP
India and the Mentor Tamil
Nadu initiatives, the team fo-
cused on building smart, pol-
icy-backed strategies to

by 2031

quickly roll out these public
stations.

By committing to 20,000
public stations, the govern-
ment aims to erase “range
anxiety” and build strong con-
sumer confidence to switch
from petrol or diesel to elec-
tric vehicles. Officials high-
lighted that a well-connected
charging network is key to
encouraging people to adopt
electric cars, two-wheelers,
and commercial buses.

Importantly, the govern-
ment is looking to share the
financial load by offering
highly supportive policies that
invite private businesses to
build and operate these
charging stations. This collab-
orative approach will speed
up the infrastructure develop-
ment without draining public
funds. Ultimately, this green
initiative will significantly
lower vehicular emissions,
clean up urban air, and posi-
tion Tamil Nadu as a top-tier
national leader in eco-friendly
transport.

India, Australia
finalize
uranium trade
framework

NEW DELHI

India’s ambitious push for
clean and sustainable energy
has received a massive boost
following a landmark urani-
um supply agreement with
Australia. The newly final-
ized administrative arrange-
ment, settled during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent state visit, grants In-
dia direct access to the
world’s largest known re-
serves of uranium, success-
fully clearing a long-stand-
ing hurdle for the nation’s
expanding nuclear power
sector.

For years, the highly an-
ticipated energy deal
was delayed due to strict in-
ternational concerns regard-
ing nuclear safety
safeguards. However,
this historic breakthrough
finally ensures a dependable,
long-term fuel supply
for India’s growing fleet of
monitored nuclear reactors.
Experts in international nu-
clear energy view the
partnership as a turning
point, noting that a
steady flow of Australian
uranium will allow India to
rapidly scale up its electric-
ity generation under
global safety guidelines to
meet soaring commercial
demand.

Beyond securing clean
power, the successful sum-
mit between PM Modi and
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese signifi-
cantly strengthened strategic
and defense relations across
the critical Indo-Pacific re-
gion. During the high-level
talks, both leaders also ad-
dressed modern regional se-
curity challenges. Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
shared that the two prime
ministers explicitly voiced
mutual concerns regarding
China’s recent testing of an
intercontinental ballistic
missile within the Pacific
Ocean.

IBM shares plummeted 25% after CEO Arvind Krishna admitted the
company misjudged a rapid corporate shift toward Al spending.

IBM stumbles on Al shift, admits CEO

NEW YORK

IBM’s stock took a painful
nosedive, plunging 25 per-
cent after chief executive
Arvind Krishna admitted the
company completely mis-
judged how fast clients are
shifting their cash toward
artificial intelligence.

In a surprisingly honest
letter to investors, Krishna
confessed that IBM “fal-
tered” during the second
quarter. The tech giant un-
derestimated how aggres-
sively businesses would hi-
jack their own budgets to
buy Al infrastructure, like
specialized servers and
memory chips. IBM expect-
ed a few minor supply chain
hiccups, but the reality was
far more brutal.

As customers scrambled to
buy up hardware ahead of
predicted price hikes, IBM’s
sales teams failed to adapt.
Krishna noted that the sud-
den budget shifts, combined
with global cybersecurity
worries, distracted clients.
This deadly mix caused sev-
eral massive deals to fall
through at the very last min-
ute.

While IBM’s overall reve-
nue crept up by just 1 per-
cent to $17.2 billion, its in-
frastructure sector suffered a
painful 7 percent drop. The
damage was heavily felt in
IBM’s mainframe and trans-
action software divisions,
which performed much
worse than anticipated. On
the bright side, software
sales managed a 5 percent
bump, and Krishna insisted
that IBM is still betting big
on future tech like quantum
computing and Al

The company is still pol-
ishing its final financial pa-
perwork, with the full, offi-
cial quarterly report sched-
uled to drop on July 22. For
now, leadership is left pick-
ing up the pieces after a very
expensive wake-up call.

Passenger vehicle sales
jump 24.1% in June

NEW DELHI

India’s automobile market is
accelerating rapidly as a surge
in demand drove up vehicle
sales in June. The newest in-
dustry data shows a spectacu-
lar rise in both passenger cars
and daily-use two-wheelers,
cementing a strong, sustained
recovery for the country’s
transportation sector.
According to the latest re-
port, local passenger vehicle
dispatches from factories to
dealerships jumped by 24.1
percent year-on-year. In total,
manufacturers shipped
388,144 cars and utility vehi-
cles to showrooms, compared
to 312,851 units during the
same period last year. Within
this booming segment, utility
vehicles (UVs) remained the
undisputed customer favorite,
with sales climbing nearly 20

percent to hit 217,228 units.
Standard passenger car sales
also enjoyed a healthy dou-
ble-digit bump of over 15 per-
cent, reaching 98,610 units.
The story was equally ex-
citing for two-wheelers,
showcasing strong consumer
confidence in suburban and
rural markets. Manufacturers
shipped over 1.85 million
two-wheelers in June, mark-
ing an 18.6 percent leap from
the previous year. Geared
scooters stole the spotlight as
the fastest-growing category
under two-wheelers, with
sales rocketing up by 39.1
percent. Meanwhile,
three-wheelers, which are vi-
tal for last-mile connectivity
and local deliveries, leaped by
over 26 percent. Even
eco-friendly electric rick-
shaws witnessed a dramatic
52.4 percent growth in sales.

FICCI hails landmark
zero-duty trade agreement

NEW DELHI

The highly anticipated Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) be-
tween India and the United
Kingdom officially went
live. This landmark econom-
ic pact has received over-
whelming praise from top
Indian industrial bodies, who
believe it will open historic
new pathways for both goods
and services while drastical-
ly lowering export costs.
The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) warmly
congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on this his-
toric achievement. FICCI
Secretary General Anant
Swarup stated that the new
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement
(CETA) marks a major mile-
stone for Indian businesses.
He emphasized that the deal
will spark greater coopera-
tion in technology, encour-
age innovation, and improve
talent mobility, which will

ultimately make Indian in-
dustries far more competitive
on the global stage.

Under the new terms of the
pact, Indian exporters will
enjoy zero-duty market ac-
cess for nearly 99 percent of
their products. This covers
almost the entire total value
of trade between the two na-
tions, providing a massive
boost for local manufactur-
ers. FICCI President Anant
Goenka added that this
high-quality economic part-
nership perfectly supports
the vision of a developed In-
dia, helping the nation se-
cure deeper integration with-
in international trade net-
works.

At the same time, India's
premier IT industry body,
Nasscom, enthusiastically
welcomed the deal. Technol-
ogy leaders highlighted that
the agreement will unlock
incredible new possibilities
in digital trade, cross-border
investments, and profession-
al growth.

NITI Aayog event promotes
Northeast frontier innovation

GUWAHATI

India’s Northeast is rapidly
turning into the nation’s new-
est innovation hub. Govern-
ment policymakers, tech lead-
ers, and investors gathered in
Assam, calling for stronger
partnerships to supercharge
entrepreneurship across the
eight distinct frontier states.

The historic meeting, orga-
nized by NITI Aayog’s Atal
Innovation Mission, brought
together representatives from
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
and Tripura. Leaders high-
lighted the region’s immense
strategic importance, posi-
tioning it as India’s vital gate-
way to booming Southeast
Asian markets.

Officials explained that the
area’s rich biodiversity, mas-
sive bamboo resources, tradi-
tional crafts, and unique cul-
tural heritage give it a mas-
sive advantage. When com-

Smart reskilling sparks
Al growth in India

NEW DELHI

INDIA'S RK INNOVATION LEAP

bined with modern technolo-
gy, these local strengths can
help drive the country’s long-
term economic goal of be-
coming a fully developed na-
tion by 2047.

NITI Aayog member Dr.
Joram Aniya reminded the au-
dience of the Prime Minister’s
vision, which labels these
eight unique states as “Ashta
Lakshmi,” or the eight forms
of wealth capable of driving
India’s future. Mission Direc-
tor Deepak Bagla added that
the area’s raw talent and nat-

ural resources will play a de-
fining role in this journey.

Moving forward, the focus
will be on upgrading tradi-
tional industries through
smart eco-tourism and grass-
roots biotechnology. Experts
also mapped out plans to
build stronger business incu-
bators. These facilities will
mentor local startup found-
ers, helping them transform
simple creative ideas into
commercial success stories
that lift up community liveli-
hoods.

Indian origin pharma patents jump 4%: Report

NEW DELHI

Instead of hunting for new employees, Global Capability Cen-
tres in India are turning inwards. A new report reveals that these
hubs are now retraining their current workers with similar tech
backgrounds to fill crucial artificial intelligence roles.

According to reports, hiring demand is booming for mid-ca-
reer professionals with four to twelve years of experience. To
beat a massive 40 percent talent shortage in the Al market,
companies are building internal career bridges. For example,
standard backend developers are being trained to become ap-
plied Al engineers, while data scientists are successfully shifting
into machine learning operations.

This smart strategy helped overall tech hiring grow by about
6 percent last quarter. Al and data analytics emerged as the
absolute fastest-growing fields, making up nearly 17 percent of
all new job demands. Rather than searching for rare outside
experts, organizations are finding that upgrading the skills of
their existing cloud, cybersecurity, and automation engineers is
a much faster way to build digital strength.

India is rapidly transforming
from a simple maker of
cheap generic medicines
into a global powerhouse for
scientific discovery, accord-
ing to a new report. Over the
past decade, the number of
pharmaceutical patents com-
ing out of India has jumped
more than four-fold, show-
ing that the country is now
creating its own unique
medical breakthroughs.
Studies reveals that Indi-
an-origin drug patents
climbed from just 716 in
2015 to a whopping 2,995 in
2024. Indian companies are
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actively running over 1,095
drug discovery programs,
driven by a growing network
of 2,400 biotech startups.
This massive shift is backed
by a surge in financial in-
vestments, with private
funding into the country’s
drug sector doubling to $731
million in the last fiscal
year.

Experts highlight that In-
dia’s growth is not just about

quantity, but true quality.
Over the last ten years, Indi-
an researchers have success-
fully created more than ten
entirely new drug assets.
This momentum is fueled by
major factors, including $5
billion in government re-
search funds, closer ties be-
tween universities and busi-
nesses, and smarter rules
that cut drug approval times
from nine months down to
just two to four months.
The report highlights in-
credible local success sto-
ries, such as BIRSA 101,
which is India’s first
home-grown gene-editing
treatment. Another break-

through is NexCAR19, an
advanced cancer therapy de-
veloped in India that costs
only a fraction of what pa-
tients pay for similar treat-
ments abroad.

Industry leaders state that
the next five years will be
critical in deciding if India
can turn these initial suc-
cesses into a permanent
global engine for medical
discovery. By combining its
famous cost-efficiency with
highly skilled scientists and
massive patient databases,
the nation is uniquely posi-
tioned to design life-saving,
affordable medicines for the
entire world.
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Tried hitting toohard in T20
timing worked in ODIs'

Axar Patel

BIRMINGHAM

India all-rounder Axar Patel said he consciously
shifted his approach from power-hitting to timing
the ball during the first ODI against England, a
move that helped him produce a match-winning
all-round performance after a disappointing T20I
series.

Axar was named Player of the Match after
claiming four wickets in 9.5 overs and scoring a
composed 57 off 52 balls, guiding India to a
four-wicket victory with 28 balls to spare in the
chase of 259. Captain Shubman Gill struck 80,
while Washington Sundar contributed 52 in a well-
paced chase.

Reflecting on his performance, Axar admitted
he had tried to hit the ball too hard during the T201I
series, where he managed only 19 runs as India
suffered a 0-4 defeat.

“It was important for me to keep believing in
myself and execute my plans. During the T20Is, I
was trying to hit the ball too hard and was losing
my shape,” he said.

Axar explained that the ODI situation allowed
him to build an innings instead of attacking from
the outset.

“After the strong start, I wanted to build a part-
nership. I knew I had time, so I focused on timing
rather than power. On this wicket, trusting the
bounce was the key,” he said.

The 32-year-old also described the Edgbaston
surface as challenging for new batters, saying
stroke-making became easier only after spending
time at the crease.

“There was bounce, swing and seam movement.
You couldn’t come in and play attacking shots im-
mediately. Once you settled in, scoring became
much easier,” he observed.

Axar also highlighted the positive impact of the
return of senior players Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,

NEW DELHI

Rakshit Dahiya and Yogya
Bhalla emerged champions in
the boys’ and girls’ sections re-
spectively at the 16th edition of
the Delhi Golf Club (DGC) Ju-
nior/Sub-Junior Golf Tourna-
ment, presented by Usha.

Held over three days at the
Delhi Golf Club, the prestigious
event attracted more than 162
young golfers aged between
seven and 21 years, marking a
significant increase in participa-
tion despite adverse weather
conditions throughout the com-
petition.

Why
Kuldeep’sg®
exclusion #

DGC ]unlor golf tournament <

The tournament was played
across the Lodhi and Peacock
courses, with participants dis-
playing remarkable resilience

2 CITY=SHILIGHTS =%

THURSDAY » JULY 16, 2026

Player-
of-the-
match
Axar credits
patience,
timing and
partnerships
for India’s
winning OD|
performance.

Jasprit Bumrah and KL Rahul to the ODI side.

He said their experience creates confidence
within the team, with every player clearly un-
derstanding their role. “We have played togeth-
er for a long time. That familiarity, unity and
confidence create a relaxed atmosphere. You
can see it in the way everyone enjoys them-
selves on the field,” Axar said.

India will look to seal the three-match series
when they face England in the second ODI at
Cardiff on Thursday.

and skill in d1ff1cu1t \
playing conditions.

Rakshit not only clinched
the boys’ championship but
also secured the Special A cate-
gory title and won the Longest
Drive award. Yogya enjoyed a
similarly successful outing by
lifting the girls’ championship,
winning the Category A title
and sharing the Longest Drive
honours.

Among the other special
award winners, Vir Daulat
Singh, Jyoti Mandal and Vansh
Tyagi received the Straightest
Drive awards for their precision
off the tee. A memorable mo-

A Kuldeep Yadav’s omission

_sparks criticism

5

CARDIFF
India will look
to wrap up the
@~ three-match
; ODI series
agai nst
England
when the
teams
meet in the
second match at
Cardiff on Thurs-
day, but concerns
over captain Shubman
Gill’s fitness and Rohit
Sharma’s recent form con-
tinue to occupy the team man-
agement.

India took a 1-0 lead with a
convincing six-wicket win in Bir-
mingham, thanks to Gill’s fluent
80, Axar Patel’s all-round bril-
liance and valuable contributions
from Washington Sundar. How-
ever, Gill’s injury scare over-
shadowed the victory after he
retired hurt while batting, appar-
ently suffering from severe
cramps.

The Indian camp will hope the
problem is not serious, considering
Gill’s importance both as captain
and opener. A similar incident
during a Test against South Africa
last year resulted in hospitalisation
and forced him to miss the remainder
of the series.

While Gill’s fitness remains un-
der observation, Rohit Sharma’s
batting continues to raise ques-

tions. Since relinquishing the cap-
taincy, the veteran opener has adopt-
ed a more measured approach, but the
change has yet to produce consistently
impactful performances.

Since October 2025, Rohit has scored
563 runs in 13 ODIs at an average of
46.91, including one century and four
half-centuries.

o In contrast, Virat Kohli has been in
'}t"} outstanding form, amassing 621 runs in
, 10 matches at an impressive aver-

3 s age of 77.62, with three centuries
j and three fifties.

India, however, will draw confi-
dence from the successful return of
pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, who
played his first ODI since the 2023
World Cup final and looked sharp with
the ball.

The resurgence of all- rounders Axar
Patel and Washington Sundar has also
stren gthened the visitors’ balance ahead
of the crucial contest. England, mean-
while, will be desperate to keep the se-
ries alive after another disappointing
batting display in Birmingham.

The hosts have suffered 13 defeats in
their last 19 ODIs since the start of 2025
and need a much-improved effort from
their top order. The match begins at

ment of the tournament came on
the second day when Aftab Bak-
shi thrilled players and specta-
tors alike by recording a hole-in-
one on the seventh hole.

Organisers said this year’s
championship featured some of
India’s most promising young
golfers, many of whom have al-
ready begun making their pres-
ence felt on the international
circuit.

Uncertainty looms over India’s

coaching staff after England tour

Contracts nearing expiry
leave India’s support staff awaiting clarity

' BIRMINGHAM

Jasprit Bumrah and Prasidh Krishna as
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s Gill’s fitness, Rohit’s form
in focus as India eyes
ODI series victory

India targets
series-clinching
victory despite
fitness concerns
and inconsistent
top-order batting
performances
ahead.

m Match: India vs England, 2nd ODI

= Venue: Cardiff

m Date: Thursday, July 16

m Series: India lead the three-match series
1-0

= Match time: 5.30 pm IST

m Shubman Gill’s fithess under watch after
retiring hurt with cramps in the first ODI.

m Gill scored 80 before walking off the field.

m Rohit Sharma'’s recent ODI form remains
under scrutiny.

m Rohit has 563 runs in 13 ODlIs since Oc-
tober 2025 (1 century, 4 fifties; average
46.91).

m Virat Kohli has scored 621 runs in 10

ODis (3 centuries, 3 fifties; average
77.62).

m Jasprit Bumrah impressed on his ODI
return after the 2023 World Cup final.

m Axar Patel and Washington Sundar
regained form with match-winning perfor-
mances in Birmingham.

m Need victory to keep the series alive.

m Have lost 13 of their last 19 ODIs since
2025.

m Top-order batting must improve after first
ODI defeat.

= India won by six wickets.
m Axar Patel named Player of the Match.

m Final ODI to be played at Lord’s on Sun-
day, July 19.

5.30pm IST, with the third and final ODI
scheduled to be played at Lord’s on Sunday. A
victory in Cardiff would hand India the series
with one match to spare.

over future roles and continuity.

India’s decision to leave wrist-spinner
Kuldeep Yadav out of the playing XI
for the opening ODI against England
has drawn criticism from former
cricketers, who believe the team man-
agement’s preference for batting depth
could hurt its chances in the long run.
Despite India’s six-wicket victory in
Birmingham, former India assistant
coach Abhishek Nayar questioned the
exclusion of Kuldeep, arguing that
taking wickets should remain the pri-
ority over extending the batting line-
up.

is debated‘:_

Kuldeep Yadav is widely regard-
ed as one of India’s premier
wicket-taking spinners, particu-
larly during the middle overs in
ODI cricket. Former players
believe his ability to break part-
nerships and unsettle batters
makes him an invaluable at-
tacking option. However, In-
dia’s current strategy under Gau-
tam Gambhir has favoured all-
rounders who strengthen the batting
order while contributing with the
ball.

The Indian team manage ment
opted for all- rounders Axar Pa-
)\ tel and Washington Sundar as
the spin options, with both of-

Critics fering depth in batting in addi-
argue = tion to their bowling. Under
that al- head coach Gautam Gambhir,
though India have consistently pre-
bat- g ferred a longer batting order
ting ( \\ '}) backed by versatile all-rounders.

depth \ b4 Nayar said the approach was
pro- overly defensive. “You want bat-
vides ting depth, but not at the expense of
insur- ance, specialist bowlers like , taking wickets. You win games by

)/ picking up wickets. If your attack
can’t do that, it doesn’t matter how

\ much battmg you have—you’ll

Kuldeep are often the difference in high-pres-
sure matches by producing breakthroughs
when the team needs them most.

struggle,” he said. Nayar praised

genuine wicket-taking bowlers, while
describing debutant Gurnoor Brar as an
unknown quantity at the international
level.

He added that the remaini ng bowl-
ing options were more suited to con-
taining runs than attacking batters. “For
me, Kuldeep Yadav gives you that
X-factor in the middle overs. He is
someone who can change the course of
a match by taking wickets,” Nayar said.
Former India wicketkeeper-batter
Parthiv Patel echoed the sentiment,
calling India’s team selection a “defen-
sive move” and agreeing that a special-
ist spinner like Kuldeep would have
added greater attacking intent.

Kuldeep had also been left out of In-
dia’s T20I squads for the series against
Ireland and England, prompting criti-
cism from fans who expected the selec-
tors to return to specialist bowlers fol-
lowing disappointing results in the
shortest format.

Although India’s decision did not
affect the outcome in Birmingham,
where they comfortably chased down
259 to take a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series, the debate over balancing
batting depth with wicket-taking ability
is likely to continue as the teams head
into the second ODI at Cardiff on
Thursday.

MUMBAI

The future of three key members of In-
dia’s men’s cricket team’s support staff
remains uncertain, with their contracts
due to expire after the ongoing limit-
ed-overs tour of England.

Assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate,
bowling coach Morne Morkel and field-
ing coach T. Dilip are all awaiting clari-
ty from the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) as it reviews the team’s
coaching structure ahead of next year’s
ODI World Cup in South Africa.

Ten Doeschate and Morkel, who were
personally chosen by head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir when he took charge in
July 2024, are understood to be undecid-
ed about extending their tenures.

Sources indicate that both coaches
have expressed concerns over the de-
manding international schedule, which
has kept them away from their families
for extended periods. The hectic calen-
dar has reportedly made it difficult to
maintain a healthy work-life balance.

Apart from personal considerations,
discussions have also centred on role
clarity and the long-term roadmap for
the support staff beyond the current cy-
cle. The BCCI and Gambhir are believed
to be assessing whether to persuade both
coaches to remain with the team until the
2027 ODI World Cup. While no final

decision has been taken, the matter is
expected to be resolved soon after the
England tour concludes.

Fielding coach T. Dilip finds himself
in a different position. The only member
of Rahul Dravid’s coaching staff re-
tained after Gambhir’s appointment,
Dilip has completed his tenure and is
waiting to learn whether he will receive
a contract extension. The uncertainty
comes at a crucial stage, with India pre-
paring for a packed international calen-
dar that includes major bilateral assign-
ments and the build-up to the next ODI
World Cup. The BCCI’s review commit-
tee is scheduled to meet later this month
to assess the team’s recent performances
and finalise plans for the next phase of
preparations.
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