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Merchant fee on UPI rolling out Centre sets 0.4%
fee on UPI payments above Rs 2,000.

Essential sectors like railways, telecom and fuel get a flat Rs 5 fee per
transaction, while capital markets get a lighter 0.02% rate.

NEW DELHI

India's click-and-pay UPI ser-
vices will attract a fractional
charge above Rs 2,000 for mer-
chant payments, the govern-
ment has notified, though it
ruled out charges on per-
son-to-person transactions.

The new UPI Merchant Dis-
count Rate (MDR) framework
will be effective from October
15.

The new framework suggests
a 0.4% charge will be levied on

transactions made by consum- -

ers to merchants, according to
the National Payments Corpo-
ration of India (NPCI)'s new
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) rules.

This charge is capped at Rs
300 per transaction, with the
Finance Ministry advising
banks to ensure merchants don't
pass on this charge to consum-
ers. For merchant categories
like railways, telecom services,
insurance, and fuel, the NPCI
stated a flat rate of Rs 5 will be
levied on UPI payments above
Rs 2,000.

"Consumers will continue to
transact free of cost using UPI
as they have been doing till
now. Person-to-Person (P2P)
transactions and Per-
son-to-Merchant (P2M) trans-
actions up to Rs 2,000 remain
outside the scope of MDR,"
NPCT said.

In essence, if you make a
transaction above Rs 2,000 at a
merchant, that seller must pay
the 0.4%. But in case you send
money to your friend via UPIL,
it counts as a person-to-person
transaction and remains free
even if it is above Rs 2,000.

MDR on UPI merchant transactions
upto0%2,000 above 32,000 375,000 and above

MDRAppllcabIe

UPI transactions up to i2,000 are FREE

MDR capped at

X300

UPI payments remain free for P2P transfers: Govt

Person-to-Person Merchant
(P2PM) vendors

Mandatory Zero MDR

Vendors operating under
the person-to-person
merchant (P2PM) catego-
ry will enjoy a mandatory
zero MDR.

New Delhi: The Union finance  Free for Person to Person

ministry on Tuesday clarified
that Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) transactions be-
tween individuals will remain
completely free, irrespective of
the transaction value.

It said no charges would be
imposed on person-to-person
(P2P) payments.

However, a nominal Mer-
chant Discount Rate (MDR) of
0.4% will apply to per-
son-to-merchant (P2M) UPI
transactions above Rs 2,000.

"UPI Payments to Remain

transactions; MDR Applicable
Only on Large-Value Merchant
Transactions. No charges on
person-to-person (P2P) trans-
action, irrespective of transac-
tion value," the ministry state-
ment said. For high-value mer-
chant transactions of Rs
75,000 and above, the MDR
will be capped at Rs 300 per
transaction. The ministry said
the revised framework applies
only to large-value merchant
transactions and does not af-
fect free P2P payments.

Effective date: October 15, 2026.

Standard fee: A 0.4% MDR applies
to general merchant payments ex-
ceeding Rs 2,000.

Fee cap: Capped at Rs 300 for
high-value transactions of Rs
75,000 and above.

Who pays: The fee is charged to the
merchant, not the consumer.

Consumer protection: Regular users
and consumers will not be charged
any fees; the MDR applies entirely
to the receiving merchants. Banks
are strictly prohibited from passing
this charge on to customers.

Concessional rates for special sectors

Certain vital and high-value sectors carry modified rates instead

Exemptions

Person-to-Person (P2P): Transfers be-
tween individuals remain completely
free regardless of the amount.

Small transactions: P2M payments up
toRs 2,000 remain free.

Small merchants: Vendors earning up
to Rs 1lakh per month through UPI QR
codes are exempt.

Transactions below Rs 2K: Per an offi-
cial notification under the Payment and
Settlement Systems Act, transactions
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No question of backing

down from exposing
K'taka scams: HDK

HASSAN

Union Minister for Heavy In-
dustries and Steel HD Ku-
maraswamy on Tuesday said
he would not back down from
exposing alleged scams and
illegalities in Karnataka.

Speaking at Mavinakere
village here, he said he had
sought the blessings of Lord
Ranganathaswamy before be-
ginning what he described as
a fight against injustice.

“l am committed to my
statement of exposing some-
thing that will shake the entire
state and the country. There is
no question of stepping back
from exposing and bringing
before the people scams and
illegalities,” Kumaraswamy
said.

The Union Minister said he
would place documents relat-
ing to alleged illegalities be-
fore the people and ques-
tioned who would take the
issues forward and bring them
to their logical conclusion.

“I am an individual. I can-
not give a logical end to ev-
erything. God has to give a
logical end to this fight
against injustice. The question
is who will take these issues

up toRs 2,000 continue to carry a ze-

ro-MDR rule.

forward and bring them to
their logical conclusion,” he

of the standard 0.4% charge.

Essential Services: Railways, telecom, insurance, and
fuel attract a flat fee of Rs 5 per transaction for

payments above Rs 2,000.

Capital markets: Payments involving mutual funds,
stockbrokers, and securities dealers carry a lighter

rate of 0.02%, capped at Rs 300.

said.

He said nobody could re-
main silent about alleged ille-
galities and cited the contro-
versy surrounding recruitment
through the Karnataka Public
Service Commission (KPSC)
as an example.

He claimed that he had
raised the issue of alleged ir-
regularities in the appoint-
ment of Assistant Executive
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‘ ‘ lam commltted tomy statement
of exposing something that will
shake the entire state and the country.

HD Kumaraswamy, Union Minister
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Engineers (AEE) even before
he travelled to the United
States. He alleged that the ir-
regularities had taken place
during the tenure of the pres-
ent government and “right
under the nose” of its minis-
ters.

Referring to the investiga-
tion into the recruitment of
veterinary doctors, he said the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) had been constituted
and money had been seized
during the investigation.

“Whose money is it? It be-
longs to poor youth who
dream of securing govern-
ment jobs. Their emotions
have been played with and
they have been extorted.
Should I remain quiet?” Ku-
maraswamy asked.

He also alleged irregulari-
ties in the recruitment of 24
AEE candidates and claimed
that documents supported the
charges. He criticised Home
Minister and IT and BT Min-
ister Priyank Kharge, alleging
that he had not answered the
questions raised over the re-
cruitment issue.

Beat obstacles to rise as
leaders: CM exhorts youth

Shivakumar says
disciplined elections
should be held in every
college to provide
opportunities for
emerging leaders
v

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar urged young people to
participate in democratic insti-

tutions and develop leader- “ Democracy is the soul of India. Democ-

ship qualities through active
engagement.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing International Day of
Democracy celebrations at
Vidhana Soudha’s Banquet
Hall on Tuesday, he recalled
the challenges he faced from
his school days before enter-
ing electoral politics.

“Those who become leaders
face more obstacles at every
step. Young people should
come forward to become lead-
ers, and a leader should create
more leaders,” the CM said.

Youth and democracy

He said model parliaments
planned in educational institu-
tions would expose students to
electoral processes and leader-
ship. “Every individual should
get an opportunity to demon-
strate leadership qualities.”

He recalled contesting a
Class 7 election at Carmel
School, where his symbol was
a star. Though he claimed to
have secured about 80% of the
votes, another student was ap-
pointed school secretary while
a sports secretary post was
created for him.

He said he was later denied
an opportunity to contest a
college election but cam-
paigned for another candidate
and helped him win.

racy is not merely about elec-

tions and voting; it is also
about providing dignity, re-
spect and the right to live.

DK Shivakumar, CM

DKS allays SIR concerns

He said efforts were being
made to help 47 lakh people
obtain documents required for
inclusion in electoral rolls
amid concerns over SIR.

Through CM’s words

Youth leadership: Every college
should provide opportunities for leadership.
Model parliaments: Schools
and colleges will conduct
parliamentary simulations.

Democratic values: Dignity, equality,
respect and the right to live are essential.
Voting rights: No eligible citizen
should lose the right to vote.

DyCM: Democracy must
be protected for posterity

Bengaluru: Countries that
ensure free and fair elections,
protect human rights, uphold
press freedom and maintain
transparency and account-
ability are more likely to en-
joy peace, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Dr G Parameshwara said
on Tuesday.

Speaking at the Interna-
tional Day of Democracy
event at Vidhana Soudha, he
said India’s democratic foun-
dation laid by Dr BR Ambed-
kar remained strong despite
attempts to weaken it. “Near-
ly 65% of India’s population
is young and there is a need
to instill constitutional and
democratic values among
them,” he said.

“We have a responsibility
to hand over a better political
system to the younger gener-
ation. We must ensure that
constitutional and democratic
values become part of their
lives.”

Parameshwara alleged that
attempts were being made to
weaken the electoral system
and warned that any damage
to democracy would dispro-
portionately affect vulnerable
communities.

“Any damage to the elec-
toral system will directly af-
fect Dalits, backward classes
and minorities. Constitutional
safeguards were provided to
protect historically oppressed
communities,” he said.

BESCOM online services to be
hit across 20 towns in K'taka

Bengaluru: Bescom online services will not be avail-
able across 20 towns between September 15 and

September 17.

According to a statement by Bescom, as a part of
the Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS)
IT Phase-2 project, the power utility will be deploy-
ing the advanced software application across 20 iden-
tified IPDS towns, replacing the existing TRM (Total
Revenue Management) software and to facilitate the
smooth migration of consumer data from existing
software, all online services will
remain temporarily suspended.

“During this downtime peri-
od, essential online fea-
tures—including applica-
tions for new electricity
connections, name trans-
fers, load enhancement re-
quests, and online bill pay-

ments will not be available,” a
statement by the Bescom said.

AFFECTED TOWNS

Bagepalli, Devanahalli, Gudibande, Magadi,

Malur, Nelamangala, Srinivaspura, Vijayapu-

ra, Channagiri, Chikkanayakanahalli, Gubbi,

Holalkere, Honnali, Hosadurga, Jagalur, Ko-

ratagere, Madhugiri, Molakalmuru, Pavaga-
da, and Turuvekere.
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Sanjukta IPS becomes first
woman IG of CRPF’s COBRA

NEW DELHI

IPS officer Sanjukta Parasor has
been appointed the Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) of the CRPF's special
jungle warfare commando unit,
CoBRA, the first woman to hold
the post.

Parasor is a 2006-batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer from
the Assam-Meghalaya cadre.

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) headquarters issued
an order to this effect last week.
Parasor will succeed 1996-batch
IPS officer Danesh Rana as the IG
of the Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA).

"This is the first time that the
ten-battalion-strong CoBRA of the
CRPF will be headed by a woman
officer," as per official sources.

Parasor previously served in the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), in addition to working in
her cadre state of Assam.

The CRPF raised CoBRA in
2008-09 to tackle Left Wing Ex-
tremism (LWE) in multiple Indian
states, and insurgency in certain

|

Northeast states.

Two CoBRA units were recently
deployed by the CRPF to check
armed violence in Manipur.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) credits the battalion's com-
mandos with successful intelli-
gence-based jungle warfare and
guerrilla operations against Nax-
als, which led to the end of Maoist
violence in the country this March.

The order also notified the post-
ing of V K Birdi (IPS 2003-batch)
as the new IG of the CRPF VIP
security wing, replacing CRPF
cadre officer Sunil Joon, who has
been posted to the force's officers'
academy in Gurugram.

Meta agrees to report child abuse cases amid India crackdown

NEW DELHI

Facebook’s parent company
Meta has agreed to directly
report child safety-related
cases in India to the cyber-
crime portal managed by
the Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ordination Centre (14C).
The development comes
amid growing scrutiny of
social media platforms by
the Indian government over
child sexual abuse material
(CSAM), deepfakes and
other harmful content.
Online safety of children
is a fundamental principle
for any social media firm to
operate in India and it’s
non-negotiable, officials

said, adding they are contin-
uously engaging with social
media platforms to curb the
circulation of harmful con-
tent. In a first step towards
making social media plat-
forms safe for children,
Meta will report all child
safety matters to law en-
forcement agencies, though
a lot more needs to be done.

They said the Centre is
continuously in talks with
all other platforms to iden-
tify and remove such con-

tent. Action will be taken
against any platform that
doesn’t take proactive steps

India govt stance: The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology stated that children's online safety is a "fundamental
principle" and "non-negotiable" for platforms operating in India.

for the safety of children.
Representatives of Meta

India were summoned by

the National Commission

Broader action warning: The Indiahas warned that
strict legal action will be taken against any digital interme-
diary failing to proactively detect, remove, and report
harmful content involving children.

for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) on Sep-
tember 9 in connection with
a probe into alleged adver-

Meta's assurance: Meta will route child safety-related cases
directly to the portal managed by the Indian Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre (14C) rather than solely relying on the US-based
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC)

tisements related to child
sexual exploitation and
abuse material (CSEAM).
The NHRC has also
asked the Delhi police to

Trigger for crackdown: The decision follows intense scrutiny
and inquiries by the National Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) and the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) regarding paid advertisements promoting Child Sexual
Exploitation and Abuse Material (CSEAM) on Instagram.

conduct a probe into allega-
tions that paid advertise-
ments on Meta-owned Ins-
tagram promoted CSEAM
in India.

Summons and probes: Meta India's Managing Director and
key executives were summoned by the NCPCR for hearings, while
Delhi Police were directed to investigate potential violations un-
der the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
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BMTC tointroduce
audioadsin
300 buses

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The BMTC plans to intro-
duce location-based audio
advertisements in 300
non-AC buses as part of a
revenue-generation initia-
tive. The Bangalore Metro-
politan Transport Corpora-
tion (BMTC) has invited
tenders to install and oper-
ate an audio advertising
system in 300 non-AC
buses across Bengaluru.
The advertisements will be
broadcast on regular, ex-
press and night services.
Each Kannada advertise-
ment will be limited to 10
seconds, with English
translations optional. The
selected agency will main-
tain the system under a
three-year contract. BMTC
plans to use its GPS net-
work for location-based
advertisements while en-
suring passenger stop an-
nouncements are not af-
fected. The corporation
will reserve 10% of adver-
tising time for its own an-
nouncements and pub-
lic-service messages.
BMTC said it would regu-
late the volume, language
and quality of advertise-
ments to minimise incon-
venience to passengers.

Man allegedly
blackmails woman
with obscene photos

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A Bengaluru woman has
alleged that a man she
met on Instagram took ob-
scene photographs of her
without consent and later
threatened to circulate
them to extort money. Ac-
cording to a complaint
filed by her father, the
woman met Anfal in 2024
while studying at Manipal
University. He allegedly
took her to a hotel near
Manipal, where he photo-
graphed her without con-
sent. He later allegedly
threatened to upload the
pictures on social media
unless she paid him
through PhonePe.

KTPOlandin
Whitefield set for
major development

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-
ment has decided to de-
velop 48.35 acres of KTPO
land in Whitefield with
world-class trade and ex-
hibition facilities. Industries
Minister M.B. Patil said the
project would include a
convention centre, exhibi-
tion halls, venues for mega
events and parking facili-
ties to boost trade and
commercial activities. Patil
inspected the Karnataka
Trade Promotion Organi-
sation premises with ITPO
Chairman Javed Ashraf on
Tuesday and discussed
development plans. A five-
acre site will be developed
as a global-standard trade,
exhibition and convention
centre with 20,000 square
metres of exhibition space
and parking for 500 cars.

George invites UAE
Kannadigas to invest in K’taka

Karnataka seeks UAE Kannadiga entrepreneurs as partners to drive tourism,
infrastructure, connectivity and sustainable economic growth.

CH NEWS
BENGALURU/DUBAI

Karnataka Energy and Tour-
ism Minister K.J. George has
invited UAE-based Kannadi-
ga entrepreneurs to invest in
Karnataka’s growing tourism
and infrastructure sectors.

Addressing 65 prominent
Kannadiga business leaders
representing more than 20
sectors at the “Invest in Kar-
nataka — NRI Business Com-
munity Meet, Dubai 2026,”
George highlighted the State’s
investment potential and as-
sured government support for
credible proposals.

The interaction, organised
by the Karnataka NRI Forum
UAE, brought together entre-
preneurs, investors and senior
Karnataka Government repre-
sentatives to discuss opportu-
nities spanning tourism, trade,
infrastructure, connectivity
and business partnerships.

Tourism Secretary Dr. Ram
Prasath Manohar, IAS, pre-
sented Karnataka’s diverse
tourism investment opportu-
nities, including leisure, med-
ical, wellness, spiritual, coast-
al, business and experi-
ence-based tourism. He em-
phasised the potential for
private participation and pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP)
projects.

The Tourism Department is
focusing on quality accom-
modation, destination infra-
structure, enhanced visitor

.o B

NRI B

‘ ‘ “Kannadigas across the

world have built
successful enterprises and
global networks. We want that
entrepreneurial strength to
connect more closely with
Karnataka.”

— K.J. George, Minister for
Energy and Tourism

experiences and new tourism
products while developing
commercially viable opportu-
nities for private investors.

Discussions also covered
strengthening air, road and
coastal connectivity, invest-
ment facilitation and Karnata-
ka’s international tourism po-
sitioning.

The delegation included
KSTDC Chairman Srinivas
M., MLC Dr. Arathi Krishna
and KSTDC Managing Direc-
tor Shivaprasad P.R. UAE
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

65 Kannadiga business leaders
participated

20+ business sectors represented

PPP opportunities highlighted
across tourism

+ Focus sectors: Coastal, medical,
wellness, spiritual, leisure and
business tourism

« Priority areas: Connectivity, ac-
commodation, infrastructure and
visitor experiences

:Investor focus: Clear opportuni-
ties, facilitation and sustained
government engagement

business leaders Dr. Ronald
Colaco, Dr. Moideen Thum-
bay and KNRI Forum UAE
President Praveen Shetty par-
ticipated in the meeting.

The event concluded with
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Karnataka Invites UAE
Kannadiga Investors

Karnataka Energy and Tourism Min-
ister K.J. George invited UAE-based
Kannadiga entrepreneurs to part-
ner with the State in tourism, infra-
structure and economic growth. At
the Dubai NRI Business Community
Meet, Tourism Secretary Dr. Ram
Prasath Manohar outlined PPP and
private investment opportunities
across coastal, medical, wellness,
spiritual, leisure and business tour-
ism. Government representatives
assured investors of facilitation
and support for credible proposals,
connectivity initiatives and com-
mercially viable tourism projects.

business leaders expressing
interest in pursuing specific
tourism and investment op-
portunities in Karnataka with
government support.

Christian delegation seeks 1%
quota, repeal of antl conversion law

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Christian delegation led by
Bengaluru Archbishop Peter
Machado met Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge and
sought the repeal of Karnata-
ka’s anti-conversion law and
a separate 1% reservation for
Christians under the Back-
ward Classes category.

The delegation raised con-
cerns over the Karnataka Pro-
tection of Right to Freedom
of Religion Act, 2022, enact-
ed during the previous BJP
government. The Congress
government had announced
plans to repeal the legislation
after coming to power in
2023, but the proposed repeal
has not yet been carried out.

According to a statement
from the Archbishop’s office,
the delegation expressed con-
cern about the law’s implica-
tions for constitutional free-
doms and the right to practise
and propagate one’s faith.

The delegation also highlight-
ed socio-economic challenges
faced by sections of the Chris-
tian community and sought a
separate 1% quota to improve
opportunities in education, em-
ployment and other areas.

Currently, Christians are cov-
ered under Category 3B, which
has a 5% reservation shared
with five other communities
and their subgroups, including
Lingayats. The delegation fur-
ther urged Kharge to consider

Community seeks wider
representation

The Christian delegation also sought
a stronger institutional voice in Kar-
nataka’s decision-making bodies. Be-
sides legislative representation, it re-
quested opportunities for community
members on government boards, cor-
porations and statutory institutions.
The delegation said broader partici-
pation would help address socio-eco-
nomic concerns and enable Christians
to contribute more effectively to pub-
licadministration and the State’s de-
velopment. Kharge, it said, listened to
the concerns and assured appropriate
follow-up with the government.
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KEY DEMANDS

« 1%: Separate reservation sought for
Christians

+ Repeal: Anti-conversion law

« Current quota: Category 3B, 5%
shared reservation

- Legislative representation: Chris-
tian nominee sought

 Government bodies: Greater com-
munity representation requested

+ Key concern: Constitutional religious
freedoms

‘ ‘ “The delegation highlighted the socio-economic challenges faced by
sections of the Christian community and urged appropriate measures
to ensure greater opportunities in education and employment.”

— Archbishop Peter Machado’s Office

nominating a suitable Christian
representative to the Legislative
Council.

At present, Congress MLC
Ivan D’Souza is the lone Chris-
tian member of the Legislative
Council. It also sought meaning-
ful representation for Christians
on government boards, corpora-
tions and statutory bodies.

Kharge, according to the del-
egation, gave a patient hearing
and assured them that he would
take up their concerns with the
government.

Home Minister Priyank
Kharge, Mangaluru Bishop Pe-
ter Paul and Mysuru Bishop
Francis Serrao were among
those present.

Hindus must work to preserve
Sanatana Dharma: Somashekar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Hindus must come forward to
protect their traditions and en-
sure that Sanatana Dharma is
introduced to the next gener-
ation, said Yeshwanthpur
MLA S.T. Somashekar.
Speaking at a Ganeshotsava
programme organised at Ken-
gal Hanumanthaiah Ward in
the Yeshwanthpur Assembly
constituency, Somashekar
said Ganeshotsava was cele-
brated as part of Hindu tradi-
tion and with the objective of
promoting the well-being and
protection of the community.
He said Lord Ganesha, re-
vered as the remover of obsta-
cles, is installed and wor-
shipped with devotion with the
belief that obstacles should not
come in the way of people’s

work and endeavours.

“Ganeshotsava is part of
our Hindu tradition. We in-
stall and worship Lord Gane-
sha with faith and devotion,
seeking the removal of obsta-
cles from our lives and work,”
Somashekar said.

He urged Hindus to take the
lead in protecting their religion
and traditions. He also said
people should prepare them-
selves to face challenges that
could emerge in the future. “A
situation may arise in the com-
ing days where we may have
to fight to protect ourselves.
We must therefore remain unit-
ed and work towards safe-
guarding our traditions,” he
said. Somashekar stressed the
importance of passing on
knowledge of Sanatana Dhar-
ma to younger generations.

B’luru CEO repairs
broken footpath
after complaints

gounanswered

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Bengaluru entrepreneur re-
paired a long-broken footpath
in Koramangala for Rs 2,700
after repeated complaints to
civic authorities failed to get
a response.

Siddharth Dialani, founder
and CEO of BharatAgri,
shared before-and-after pho-
tographs of the footpath on X,
saying it had remained dam-
aged for years near his resi-
dential society.

Dialani said he had com-
plained to the Bruhat Bengal-
uru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), emailed the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA),
raised a complaint ticket and
contacted the GBA’s
WhatsApp helpline.

However, he claimed that
none of the efforts resulted in
action.

He eventually decided to
get the footpath repaired
himself. The work, including
labour and cement used to
construct a ramp, cost Rs
2,700.

“Finally, decided to fix it
myself,” Dialani posted, add-
ing that the repaired stretch
would allow parents with
strollers and senior citizens
using wheelchairs to move
conveniently.

His post received signifi-
cant attention online, with
around 3.9 lakh views.

Karnataka showcases
parliamentary heritage at
Commonwealth Conference

Karnataka delegation
highlights the State’s
democratic legacy,
cultural strengths and
development journey
before global
parliamentary
representatives in
Cape Town.
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CH NEWS
BENGALURU/CAPE TOWN

Karnataka Legislature delega-
tion presents state brochure to
South African Speaker, high-
lighting heritage, governance,
culture and development.

The Karnataka Legislature
delegation presented a special
booklet, “A Brochure on Kar-
nataka,” to Thoko Didiza,
Speaker of the National As-
sembly of the Republic of
South Africa, during the inau-
gural ceremony of the 69th
Commonwealth Parliamenta-
ry Conference (CPC) at the
Cape Town International Con-
vention Centre.

The delegation was led by
Karnataka Legislative Assem-
bly Speaker G.S. Patil and
Legislative Council Chairman
Saleem Ahmed.

The booklet showcases
Karnataka’s rich parliamenta-
ry traditions, governance
framework, cultural heritage
and development achieve-
ments. It was presented to the
South African Parliament as a
symbol of parliamentary
friendship, cooperation and
goodwill.

The conference is being
held under the theme,
“Strengthening International
Law and Parliamentary De-
mocracy in a Changing World
Order: Commonwealth Lead-
ership.”

More than 800 delegates,
including Speakers, Chairper-
sons and parliamentarians
representing nine geographi-
cal regions of the Common-
wealth, are participating in
the conference. Organisers
described it as the largest
gathering in the history of the
Commonwealth Parliamenta-
ry Conference.

The Karnataka delegation

PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFI

CPC2026

gth Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Conference
8 o o Delegates
participating

Commonwealth geographical
regions represented

VENUE n
Cape Town International
Convention Centre

KARNATAKA DELEGATION ™
G.S. Patil and Saleem Ahmed
FOCUS »
Democracy, Al, trade, human rights,
peace and climate resilience

Karnataka
Commonwealth Meet

Karnataka Legislature showcased
the State’s parliamentary heritage,
governance, culture and develop-
ment achievements at the 69th
Commonwealth Parliamentary Con-
ference in Cape Town. Speaker G.S.
Patil and Legislative Council Chair-
man Saleem Ahmed led the delega-
tion, which presented “A Brochure
on Karnataka” to South African Na-
tional Assembly Speaker Thoko
Didiza. More than 800 Common-
wealth delegates are attending the
conference, which focuses on inter-
national law, parliamentary democ-
racy, Al, human rights, peacebuild-
ing and climate resilience.

has also actively participated
in workshops and discussions
covering inter-parliamentary
affairs, economy, trade and
the use of artificial intelli-
gence.

Delegates discussed the
role of Parliament in protect-
ing human rights, promoting
peacebuilding and addressing
climate change and resilience.

The participation provides
Karnataka an opportunity to
showcase its democratic tra-
ditions and engage with par-
liamentary representatives
from across the Common-
wealth.

Congress chief calls Umar Khalid
‘nationalist’ amid NLSIU row

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Congress president
B.K. Hariprasad’s remarks on
Umar Khalid have intensified
a political row over a docu-
mentary screening at NLSIU.

Karnataka Congress presi-
dent B.K. Hariprasad on
Tuesday called jailed activist
Umar Khalid a “nationalist”
while criticising the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) for opposing a pro-
posed documentary screening
at the National Law School of
India University (NLSIU) in
Bengaluru.

Hariprasad said the ABVP
had no moral right to com-
ment on Khalid, referring to
its alleged admiration for
Nathuram Godse. His remarks
came amid controversy over
the proposed screening of
Prisoner No 626710 is Pres-

ent, directed by Lalit Vachani.

The documentary, which
focuses on Khalid and issues
surrounding his incarceration,
was scheduled to be screened
at NLSIU on Monday. The
university subsequently post-
poned the programme, citing
logistical and security consid-
erations.

NLSIU said the decision
was precautionary and main-
tained that the screening
would be held during the cur-
rent trimester. It said the pro-
gramme was part of a wider
discussion on pre-trial deten-
tion, bail, dissent, political
incarceration, criminal law
and democratic freedoms.

Khalid has been in Tihar Jail
since September 2020 follow-
ing his arrest by the Delhi Po-
lice in connection with the
larger conspiracy case linked to
the 2020 Northeast Delhi riots.

KPSC veterinary recruitment scam probe widens

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The probe into alleged irreg-
ularities in the KPSC Veteri-
nary Officer recruitment ex-
amination has widened with
the ED examining financial
transactions.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) investiga-
tion into the alleged Karnataka
Public Service Commission
(KPSC) Veterinary Officer re-
cruitment scam has intensified
with the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) joining the probe.

Investigators are examining
allegations that some candi-
dates obtained the question
paper before the examination
and allegedly prepared an-
swers at a resort in Devana-
halli. The investigation is also
focusing on the suspected net-
work through which the ques-

tion paper was allegedly cir-
culated and money was col-
lected from candidates.
CID traces alleged paper
leak network
According to investigation
details, accused Basavaraj
Kannale allegedly received
the question paper from Gya-
nendra Kumar. The CID is
also probing allegations that
candidates from Rajajinagar
and Majestic were taken to a
resort in Devanahalli, where
they allegedly prepared an-
swers before returning to ex-
amination centres.
Investigators are examining
claims that some candidates
who received training linked
to Kannale allegedly sold
question papers to other can-
didates for %3 lakh to I5 lakh
near examination centres.
The CID has reportedly

seized CCTV footage from
the resort, vehicles and other
material linked to the case. A
resort security guard has
emerged as an important wit-
ness. More than 400 people,
including KPSC personnel,
accused persons and suspect-
ed candidates, have reportedly
been questioned.

Search for electronic
evidence

The CID has also searched

areas along the Cauvery River
near Srirangapatna following
suspicions that electronic ev-

idence, including mobile
phones and pen drives, may
have been discarded there.
ED examines financial trail
The ED has entered the probe
to examine suspected finan-
cial transactions and the
source of funds allegedly
linked to the recruitment ir-
regularities.

“The ED is examining the financial
trail to establish whether the sus-
pected transactions are connect-
ed to the recruitment examina-
tion allegations,”

-CID officials

Probeat aglance

The KPSC Veterinary Officer recruit-
ment case centres on allegations of
a question-paper leak and illegal
assistance to candidates. The CID is
investigating the suspected paper
distribution network, candidate
links and possible destruction of
electronic evidence. The ED has
joined the probe to examine finan-
cial transactions, assets and the
source of funds allegedly connect-
ed to the case. Investigators are
questioning candidates, KPSC per-
sonnel and other people linked to
the allegations.
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CM DK’s Hebri visit:
Officials inspect
arrangements

CHNEWS, UDUP!I
Ahead of Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar’s proposed
visit to Hebri, officials in-
spected the arrangements
at the helipad and the ven-
ue where the meeting is
scheduled to be held.
Superintendent of Police
Hariram Shankar, Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Abheed Gadyal, As-
sistant Commissioner SR
Rashmi, Additional Super-
intendent of Police Ishita
Gupta and officials from
various departments took
part in the inspection.
Karnataka Narayana Guru
Development Corporation
Chairman Mudradi Manju-
nath Poojary provided vari-
ous details regarding the
preparations. The officials
conducted a comprehen-
sive review of the security
arrangements, traffic man-
agement and other neces-
sary preparations to be
made in view of the chief
minister’s visit. Officials,
entrepreneur Hebri Satish
Pai, Chara Vadiraaj Shetty,
Congress leaders Praveen
Ballal, Dinesh Shetty Hut-
turke, Shankar Sherigar, H
Janardhan and Nilesh Poo-
jary, among others, were
present.

Firefighters rescue
Peacock from well
in Katapadi

CHNEWS, UDUP!I
Fire and Emergency Services
personnel carried out a
timely and daring rescue op-
eration to safely rescue a
peacock that had fallen into
a well in the Katapadi Kote
area on Monday evening. As
soon as they received infor-
mation that a peacock had
fallen into a well near Kata-
padi Kote, the fire service
personnel rushed to the
spot and launched a rescue
operation. Mahabaleshwar
descended into the well and
played a key role in safely
catching the peacock and
bringing it out. Fire service
personnel Ashwin Sunil, Ma-
habaleshwar, Nagesh Poo-
jary, Sudhir, Amar and Ga-
nesh participated in the res-
Cue operation.

Stargazers amazed by rare
Moon-Venus conjunction

A rare celestial sight seen in Kadaba town and surrounding
areas Monday night caught the attention of people.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A very bright light appeared
near the thin crescent moon,
giving the onlookers a mes-
merizing experience. Many
captured the sight on their
mobile phones and shared it
on social media.

As seen in the image, an-
other bright celestial body
was seen near the bottom of
the thin, curved moon amidst
the dark sky. Although it
looked like a star at first
glance, astronomically it was
likely to be the planet Venus.
On September 14, the moon
was in an astronomical con-
junction, when it appeared
close to Venus.

According to astronomical
observation data, Venus ap-
peared bright in the western
sky after sunset that day. The
Moon and Venus appearing
close together in the same sky

“ This is an opportunity to

admire the unique beauty of the

sky, and one should silently

watch and enjoy such a miracle of

nature for a few moments.

—Dr AP Bhat, retired Physics Professor,
Poornaprajna College, Udupi

region is called Moon-Venus
conjunction.

Although they are actually
very far apart in space, they
appear to be close to each oth-
er when viewed from Earth.
This scene, which appeared in
the Kadaba sky after sunset
on Monday evening, attracted
attention as a beautiful com-
bination of nature and astro-
nomical oddities.

It was visible to the naked
eye in almost all areas with
clear or cloudless skies, mak-
ing it a special attraction for
astronomy enthusiasts. It
could be clearly seen with

the naked eye without the aid
of any telescope. Venus
shone like a dot near the thin
moon.

The sight of Venus shining
near the moon in the sky yes-
terday evening was like a
very rare natural decoration.
Venus was shining next to the
moon like a diamond on a
gold necklace, and this beau-
tiful sight could be seen with
the naked eye. The moon is
about 3.84 lakh km from the
earth. While Venus is about
7.7 crore km away. The two
have not actually come close
to each other; when they are
moving in their respective or-
bits, they appear to be close to
each other when seen from
the earth. Venus will be visi-
ble brightly in the evening
sky for the next few weeks.
Such scenes will look even
more enchanting during the
waxing or waning moon.

Dakshina Kannada Celebrates
Vinayaka Chaturthi with Tradition

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Vinayaka Chaturthi, which
celebrates the proud cultural
and religious splendour of the
coast, is being celebrated
with great enthusiasm and en-
thusiasm across the Dakshina
Kannada district.

Rather than worshipping
Lord Ganesha in homes, it is
a unique tradition of the
Coast to organize public Sri
Ganesh festivals in major
centers of the town and wor-
ship them together by all
communities. On this holy
day, the 'Puddar' festival of
new rice meal, a symbol of
the agricultural culture that is
the lifeblood of the Coast,
was celebrated with devotion
in homes and in public Ga-
nesh festival pavilions.

A total of 404 public Ga-
nesh festivals are being held
peacefully under the jurisdic-
tion of Dakshina Kannada
District Police and Mangalore
City Police Commissionerate,
and extensive police vigil has
been deployed to prevent any
untoward incidents.

Let us preserve these
rituals to teach the im-
portance of paddy fields,
agriculture and tene to
the younger generation
today. It is our duty to
continue to grow, Ko-
diyalguttu Ajith Kumar
Rai Maladi, President
of the Bantara Yana
Nadavara Matrusangha
and Managing Trustee
of the Sri Siddhivinayak
Pratishthan said.

Under the auspices of the
city's Bunts and the Public
Shri Ganeshotsava Commit-
tee of the Sri Siddhivinayak
Foundation, the 20th Annual
Public Shri Ganeshotsava,
Tene Festival and the Ashtot-
ta Sahasra Narikela Mahaga-
nayaga were held with great
splendor at Omkara Nagar,
Bunts Hostel.

Dakshina Kannada Deputy
Commissioner HV Darshan,
along with his wife attended
the programme, had darshan
of Lord Ganesha and partici-

pated in the Tene festival cel-
ebrations. On this occasion,
new paddy ears were distrib-
uted to the public as per the
traditional custom.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Kodiyalguttu Ajith
Kumar Rai Maladi, President
of the Bantara Yana Nada-
vara Matrusangha and Man-
aging Trustee of the Sri Sid-
dhivinayak Pratishthan, said,
the undivided Dakshina Kan-
nada district is basically ag-
ricultural. Agriculture is our
lifeline. We respect the earth
more than our mother. Where
there is agriculture, there is
no famine or alms. It is an
age-old tradition for our an-
cestors to worship the paddy
field, bring the new paddy
ears brought from the field
home, make rangoli, worship
them, and then hang them in
front of the houses and tem-
ples. The sacred 'Puddar' of
the Tulu people is the dish
made using this new rice.
This culture applies to all
communities without any
discrimination in caste or
religion.

Umeed 2026: MDS Charities extends
educational support to 172 students in Udupi

UDUPI

Although God may not be
visible to us, He comes to us
through people who extend
a helping hand during diffi-
cult times. God can be seen
in every person who wishes
well for others and helps
those in need, said Most
Rev. Dr Leslie Clifford
D'Souza, Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Udupi.

He was speaking after in-
augurating Umeed 2026, a
guidance workshop organ-
ised by MDS Charities at
Ave Maria Hall, Our Lady of
Sorrows Church, Udupi, on
Monday. The workshop
aimed to support deserving
and aspiring youth in pursu-
ing professional and higher
education.

The Bishop said talent is
not merely something one is
born with, but can be devel-
oped through continuous
practice. He stressed the im-
portance of parents' patience
and support in identifying,

nurturing and encouraging
children's talents from an
early age.

Referring to the MDS
Trust's mission of “Care,
Support and Empowerment,”
Bishop D'Souza appreciated
the humanitarian service of
Michael D'Souza and his ef-
forts to empower members
of the community and dio-
cese.

He urged beneficiaries to
remember the assistance
they received with gratitude
and make positive contribu-

tions to society.

Chief guest Rev. Fr. Denis
D'Sa, Parish Priest of Our
Lady of Sorrows Church,
said life is a precious gift
and sharing God's blessings
with others makes people
worthy of His grace. He
urged students to make the
best use of the financial as-
sistance and develop a habit
of helping others.

In his keynote address,
MDS Charities advisor CA
Lionel Aranha outlined 13
years of educational and so-

cial support. For 2026, the
charity has sanctioned Rs
1.65 crore for 172 students
in the Udupi diocese. Be-
tween 2013 and 2025, Edu-
care assistance benefited
3,838 students, including
740 from Udupi.

The charity has also pro-
vided Rs 79 lakh in housing
assistance and Rs 14.80 lakh
under third-child sponsor-
ship in the Udupi diocese.

Plans were announced to
establish an MDS alumni
network under the motto
“One Life Touching Anoth-
er,” focusing on mentorship,
career guidance and employ-
ment support.

Several beneficiaries
shared their experiences.
Rev. Praveen Leo Lasrado
delivered an orientation talk.
Maxim D'Souza, Rev.
Praveen Leo D'Souza and
others were present. Poet H.
M. Pernal welcomed and
compered the programme,
while Reena D'Costa pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

K’taka farmers seek relief amid

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Senior founding member of
the farmers’ movement and
leader of the Karnataka State
Farmers’ Association and
Hasiru Sene, KT Gangadhar
stated that farmers, includ-
ing arecanut growers, are in
dire straits due to the
lack of rain and urged the
Central and State govern-
ments to rush to their aid
immediately.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on Tuesday, he noted
the absence of rainfall and
the lack of any signs of rain
in the near future. He ac-
knowledged the difficult sit-
uation, noting that the
Bhadra reservoir has not ac-
cumulated the expected vol-
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ume of water. Consequently,
farmers have refrained from
cultivating paddy this sea-
son. However, he empha-
sized that saving plantation
crops such as arecanut, co-
conut, and banana is essen-
tial. He demanded the imme-
diate release of water into
the Bhadra Left and Right
Bank canals for a period of
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15 days to cater to arecanut
plantations and drinking wa-
ter needs.

He stated that the State
government need not take
extra time for this and issued
a two-day ultimatum. To
press this demand, the State
Farmers’ Association and the
Bhadra Command Area
Farmers’ Welfare Committee

would stage a protest and
submit a memorandum to
officials at the CADA office
in Malavagoppa on Tuesday.
He added that it would be
best if the authorities re-
sponded positively to their
appeal. Farmers will under-
take a massive foot march
on September 17 at 11 AM,
starting from the CADA of-
fice and proceeding via
Bhadravathi, Military Camp,
the Junction, and Shankara-
ghatta to reach the Bhadra
Reservoir. They warned that
the agitation would continue
until water flows through the
canals.

Farmers are reeling under
drought conditions caused
by a lack of rainfall. The de-
struction of arecanut crops

drought conditions

worth crores of rupees is in-
evitable. Meanwhile, reser-
voir levels are also depleted.
In such a situation, the Cen-
tral and State governments
need to consider alternative
measures. A borewell should
be drilled for every farmer’s
orchard, and a motor pump
provided. Given the electric-
ity supply issues, solar pow-
er systems should be in-
stalled. All of this should be
provided to the farmers as a
comprehensive package.

Farmer leaders Yashwant
Rao Ghorpade, Manjunath,
K. Jagadish, Raghupati,
Prakash Thallikatte, Farid,
Shashi Nallisara, Sanna
Rangappa, Jagadish Nayaka,
and others were present at
the press conference.

Instagram blackmailer
extorts lakhs using morphing

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

An unknown person, who was
introduced on the social net-
working site Instagram, black-
mailed a 19-year-old youth by
morphing his photo into an
obscene photo and sharing it
with his Instagram followers,
extorting over Rs 5.24 lakh,
according to a statement from
the City Police.

In this regard, a case has
been registered against the cy-
ber fraudsters at the CEN
Crime Police Station based on
a complaint filed by the victim
youth.

According to the complaint,
the complainant, a 19-year-old
youth, was using Instagram
when a person named 'Jam-
shed' introduced himself
through the comment box. He
gave his number to chat on

WhatsApp.

‘When the youth started chat-
ting on that number on June
19, 2026, the accused first de-
manded Rs. 300. Although he
initially refused to pay, he re-
peatedly called and begged, so
the youth paid Rs. 300 through
PhonePe for the scanner he
sent. After receiving Rs 300,
the accused again started ha-
rassing her continuously
through different WhatsApp
numbers to give more money.

When the young man re-
fused to pay, he morphed (ed-
ited) his face with an obscene
photo and sent it to the young
man's WhatsApp. He threat-
ened, if you don't pay the
amount, I will send these mor-
phed obscene photos to all
your followers on your Insta-
gram account and auction
them off.

BJP delegation submits
44 demands to CM

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Ahead of the state cabinet meeting on September 18, a delega-
tion from the BJP Dakshina Kannada unit met chief minis-
ter DK Shivakumar and submitted a memorandum listing 44
demands for the district.Led by BJP Dakshina Kannada district
president Sathish Kumpala, the delegation’s key demand was
recognition of Tulu as Karnataka’s second official lan-
guage. With the expectation that the demands of our coastal
district will be implemented, the BJP presented several devel-
opment-oriented demands before the chief minister. The fore-
most among them is recognition of Tulu as the state’s second

official language, Kumpala said.

The BJP sought the formation of a special task force to make
the coastal districts addiction-free and a special package for
temple tourism, including improved road connectivity to his-
toric temples and daivasthanas. On the Kasturirangan report, it
urged the govt to declare a zero-buffer zone while excluding
residential areas and agricultural land.The memorandum also
called for IT parks, promotion of IT and biotechnology institu-
tions, and rural employment centres in every Assembly constit-
uency. It sought a permanent solution to sea erosion in Ullal,
development of a fishing jetty there, space for a dock at Ullal
Uliya on the Nethravati river, and dredging of the Mangaluru
estuary, Nethravati and Gurupura rivers to ease boat movement.

BJP legislators
confront minister
over KRDL scams

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

High drama unfolded during
the KDP meeting as BJP leg-
islators strongly confronted
district in-charge minister
and minister for Urban De-
velopment and Housing UT
Khader over corruption alle-
gations made by Puttur MLA
Ashok Rai against officials
of the Karnataka Rural Infra-
structure Development Lim-
ited (KRDL).

The alleged corruption re-
marks made by Ashok Rai
came up for discussion
during the meeting, with BJP
legislators questioning
Khader about the action tak-
en regarding the allegations
and seeking clarification on
the status of the inquiry.

During the discussion, BJP
legislators questioned wheth-
er Ashok Rai’s statement had
been dismissed as being due
to a lack of experience and
whether his allegations were
being given due importance.

Khader urged the members
to focus on important mat-
ters and discuss serious is-
sues concerning the district.
He also expressed dissatis-
faction with the manner in
which certain issues were
raised by the legislators and
reprimanded BJP MLA
Bharat Shetty, asking him
not to engage in what he de-
scribed as childish be-
haviour.

Khader’s remarks drew
strong opposition from the
BJP legislators, who ques-
tioned how allegations
of corruption could be
dismissed as childish
behaviour.

BJP MLA Bharat Shetty
launched a sharp attack
against Khader, expressing
his anger over the Minister’s
statement and insisting that
allegations of corruption

PROVIDE FACILITY FOR PASSENGERS

Whether the MLA’s
statement is wrong or
the officials’ statement
is wrong will be deter-
mined through the in-
vestigation, Khader said.
Khader also instructed
the Deputy Commis-
sioner to ensure that
the allegations made by
Ashok Rai are investigat-
ed at the highest level
and that appropriate
action is taken based on
the findings.

should be taken seriously
and investigated.

A verbal exchange also
took place between the BJP
legislators and MLC Ivan
D’Souza during the discus-
sion.

Responding to the ques-
tions, Minister UT Khader
said that the BJP members
had raised the issue in the
right manner and that an in-
vestigation into the matter
was already underway.

Khader said the authorities
were looking into who had
provided the information and
added that action could not
be taken merely based on
someone’s statement or alle-
gations.

Action cannot be taken
against good officers without
conducting an inquiry, Khad-
er said, adding that the facts
would have to be established
through the investigation.

He further clarified that he
had not directly awarded any
work to KRDL so far.

Coastal Karnataka proposes
new Vande Bharat timings

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The experimental schedule
of the Vande Bharat Express
between Yeshwantpur-Man-
galore Junction should not
become the proposed perma-
nent schedule. The train pas-
senger organizations and the
commercial sector of coastal
Karnataka have demanded
that the Vande Bharat Ex-
press train should be sched-
uled to depart from Mangal-
uru every morning.

West Coast Rail Passenger
Development Committee
President Hanumant Kamath
has demanded that the pro-
posed Vande Bharat train
should be scheduled to de-
part from Mangaluru to Ben-
galuru in the morning and

return to Mangaluru at night.

He said that the morning
train will be very convenient
for hundreds of coastal peo-
ple who have official and
business work in Bengaluru.
If the train reaches Bengalu-
ru late at night, its benefit
will be limited to the people
of the coastal area.

PB Ahmed Mudassar,
President, Canara Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,

also expressed the same
opinion. He said that if the
train leaves from Mangaluru
in the morning, those going
to Bangalore will be able to
complete their business or
official work by afternoon
and return by night train.
This will avoid the situation
of losing a whole day’s
work, he said.

In the trial run held on
September 10, the 16-coach
Vande Bharat train travelled
from Yeshwantpur to Man-
galore Junction in 7 hours
and 5 minutes and from
Mangalore Junction to Yesh-
wantpur in 6 hours and 49
minutes. Sources said that
the railways is aiming to
complete the journey in both
directions within six hours.
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Centre launches
Amnesty scheme for
provident fund trusts

CHNEWS, CHITRADUR-
GA
The Union Ministry of La-
bour and Employment has
launched the ‘Amnes-
ty-2026’ scheme to regu-
larize eligible Provident
Fund (PF) trusts, an-
nounced Regional Provi-
dent Fund Commissioner of
Ballari, K. V. Praveen. The
initiative provides a one-
time window for establish-
ments whose PF trusts are
recognized under the In-
come Tax Act, 1961, but lack
formal exemption under the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Act. The scheme com-
menced on July 11,2026,
and concludes on Decem-
ber 28, 2026. Successful
applicants will receive for-
mal statutory exemptions
with retrospective effect
from earlier qualifying peri-
ods. Praveen urged eligible
organizations to utilize this
regularization opportunity
before the deadline.

Centre makes
biometric e-KYC
mandatory for farmers

CHNEWS, GADAG
The Union Government
has made biometric and
face-based verification
mandatory for all PM Kisan
beneficiaries to curb bogus
claims, ensure transparent
fund transfers, and weed
out deceased individuals.
Agriculture Joint Director
Smt. Chetana Patil stated
that failure to authenticate
will block the upcoming
24th installment sched-
uled for release this Octo-
ber. Previously accepted
OTP verification has been
discontinued to prevent
fraudulent transactions.
Farmers can complete
their physical biometric
scanning at Grama One,
Karnataka One, Common
Service Centers, or Raitha
Samparka Kendras. Alter-
natively, beneficiaries can
use face-recognition au-
thentication through nodal
officers or directly via the
PM Kisan mobile app be-
fore the release date.

‘Doddappa made great
contributions to
freedom’

CHNEWS, KALABURAGI
Revered Doddappa Appa
made historic contribu-
tions to preserving Kanna-
da heritage during the
Nizam era, stated DDPU
Devanagouda Patil on
Tuesday. Speaking at a
discussion organized by
Kannada organizations at
Sharanabasaveshwara
Arts and Commerce Col-
lege, Patil recalled how
Doddappa Appa bravely
taught Kannada inside
classrooms while display-
ing Urdu signboards out-
side under Nizam rule. He
urged the inclusion of
Kalyana Karnataka'’s liber-
ation history in textbooks
and advised youth to pre-
serve this legacy.
Activists Manjunatha Nala-
varkar, Sachin Fara-
hatabad, Lingaraja Sir-
agapura, and Principal Shi-
vakumar Sajjan attended
the meet.

Dy CM Parameshwara unveils
logo for Tumakuru Dasara

Tumakuru Dasara has grown into a major community celebration rivaling Mysuru,
uniting all religions through diverse cultural and military exhibitions over two years

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

The annual Tumakuru Dasara
festival will be celebrated on
a grand, inclusive scale this
year from October 11 to 21,
District In-charge Minister
and Deputy Chief Minister Dr.
G. Parameshwara announced on
Tuesday.

Unveiling the official festival
logo at the Central Library hall,
Dr. Parameshwara stated that
the upcoming celebrations will
feature high-tech exhibitions
highlighting artificial intelli-
gence and technological ad-
vancements alongside rich re-
gional traditions. Over 2,000
children will participate in cul-
tural programs, showcasing the
district's distinct heritage and
history. He noted that Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar has
been formally invited and has
assured his presence at the
grand event.

Reflecting on the festival's

evolutlon over the past two
years, the Minister noted that
Tumakuru Dasara has grown
into a major community cele-
bration rivaling Mysuru Dasara
by transcending caste and reli-
gious boundaries. Recalling last
year's edition, he highlighted
successful initiatives including
Navadurga rituals, Homa-Hava-
nas, poetry sessions, Yuva

Dasara, and Mahila Dasara. The
previous festival had featured
an ISRO rocket assembly exhi-
bition, a 'Prachanda' combat
helicopter display with joyrides,
and performances by 150 Alva's
artists supported with funds
sanctioned under former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah.
Tumakuru City MLA G.B.
Jyothiganesh, BMTC

HIGHLIGHTS

* Tumakuru Dasara sched-
uled from October 11 to 21.

* High-tech exhibitions will
showcase Al and technology.

* Over 2,000 children will
participate in programs.

* Festival aims to promote
inclusive community partic-
ipation.

« Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar invited for celebrations.

* Previous edition featured ISRO
and helicopter exhibitions.

Vice-Chairman Niket Raj Mau-
rya, Guarantee Schemes Com-
mittee Chairman Chandrashek-
har Gowda, Deputy Commis-
sioner Shubha Kalyan, ZP CEO
B.V. Ashwija, City Corporation
Commissioner Shubha, and SP
Ashok K.V. attended the launch.

Democratic values
diminish societal
problems, says Suresh

CH NEWS,CHIKKA-
BALLAPURA

Adopting constitutional ideals
and democratic principles in
daily life can effectively re-
solve most societal problems,
stated Transport and Chikka-
ballapura District In-charge
Minister Byrathi Suresh on
Tuesday.

Inaugurating the International
Day of Democracy celebrations at
Kannada Bhavan, organized by
the District Administration, Zilla
Panchayat, and Social Welfare
Department, the Minister strongly
defended affirmative action. He
asserted that reservations remain
indispensable as long as social
inequality persists, warning that
eliminating them would widen
the divide between the rich and
the downtrodden.

Describing Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar’s Constitution as the nation’s
guiding light—comparable to the
Bhagavad Gita, Quran, and Bi-
ble—Suresh noted that its protec-
tions helped eradicate bonded la-
bor and untouchability while de-
centralizing power to marginal-
ized communities.

Highlighting this year’s theme,
"Youth Parliament," Suresh urged
young citizens to participate ac-
tively in democratic governance
and make conscientious deci-
sions, transcending barriers of
caste, creed, and language to live
unitedly as patriotic Indians. On
the occasion, dignitaries paid rich
floral tributes to Bharat Ratna Sir
M. Visvesvaraya on his birth an-
niversary, recalling his engineer-
ing feats and dedicated na-
tion-building legacy.

Addressing the gathering, Dep-
uty Commissioner G. Prabhu re-
marked that democracy stands
superior to alternative systems
like monarchy or military regimes
because people retain supreme
sovereignty.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat
led the ceremonial reading of the
Preamble. Karnataka Janapada
Academy Chairman Gollahalli
Shivaprasad, District Guarantee
Schemes Authority Chairman N.
Ramesh, Superintendent of Police
Padmini Sahoo, Assistant Com-
missioner D.H. Ashwin, Tahsildar
Rashmi, and community leaders
attended the convention.

Strict action warned against
illegal mining operations

CH NEWS, CHIKKA-
BALLAPURA

Mining operators violating
statutory safety and environ-
mental norms will face simul-
taneous multi-departmental
raids and strict legal action,
warned Deputy Commission-
er G. Prabhu on Tuesday.
Addressing an inter-depart-
mental review meeting fol-
lowing a public grievance
hearing with local farmers,
Prabhu instructed the Depart-
ments of Mines and Geology,
Police, Revenue, and Trans-
port to coordinate joint in-
spections. Farmers from Man-
dikallu Hobli had complained
that unregulated stone-crush-
ing units generate severe dust
pollution, damaging standing
crops, ruining cattle fodder,
and creating respiratory

health risks for residents. Fur-
thermore, overloaded tipper
trucks have battered rural
roads into hazardous potholes,
leading to frequent traffic ac-
cidents.

Prabhu assured agrarian
families that a permanent res-
olution would be enforced.
He directed the Sub-Division-
al Officer to chair a joint
grievance meeting between
farmers and quarry owners
within a week to work out im-
mediate mitigation steps.
While acknowledging that
Chikkaballapura supplies
nearly 50 percent of building
aggregates and sand to north-
ern Bengaluru, the Deputy
Commissioner emphasized
that lawful commerce cannot
override ecological and public
safety.

Operators were directed to

install mandatory water sprin-
klers along conveyor belts
and quarry roads, use speed
governors on transport vehi-
cles, execute controlled blast-
ing, and adopt Al-based sur-
veillance cameras to detect
regulatory breaches. Reaf-
firming that the administra-
tion will not yield to external
pressures, Prabhu stated that
non-compliant crushing units
face immediate closure.
Sub-Divisional Officer D.H.
Ashwin, Mines and Geology
Deputy Director Suresh,
Tahsildar Rashmi, and Dis-
trict Environmental Officer
Vimalakshamma attended the
session.

The meeting concluded
with a decisive commitment
to protect public health and
enforce environmental ac-
countability.

Minister Khandre visits
protest site, offers assurance

CH NEWS,BIDAR

An indefinite sit-in demon-
stration demanding the formal
allocation of a traditional
burial ground for the Sched-
uled Caste community of
Amalapura entered its eighth
consecutive day on Tuesday,
with agitators refusing to call
off their demonstration de-
spite government overtures.
The protesters have been
demanding that land in Survey
No. 71, utilized for community
burials over several decades,
be formally sanctioned and en-
tered in official land records
(Pahani). Rural Development
and District In-charge Minister
Eshwar Khandre visited the
protest site, met with the dem-
onstrators, and listened to their
grievances. Khandre offered
verbal assurances that the ad-
ministration would resolve the

issue within a week.

However, the demonstrators
rejected the verbal commit-
ment, insisting on remaining
steadfast until administrative
authorities hand over a written
government order and confirm
the updated entry in land re-
cords. "Having a designated
burial space is our fundamen-
tal right," protesters declared,
vowing to intensify their agita-
tion until their demands are
fully met.

Multiple Dalit welfare orga-
nizations joined the demon-
stration, demonstrating unified
solidarity. Local leaders and
officials, including MLA Ra-
him Khan, former MLC
Arvindkumar Arali, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Surekha, and Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer Gitte
Madhav Vithalrao, were pres-
ent at the scene.

Dairy farming drives
rural economic growth

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Dairy farming serves as the
essential lifeline of the rural
economy, stated Pushpalatha
Dhananjaya, President of the
Huchhahanumegowdanapalya
Milk Producers' Cooperative
Society, on Tuesday.
Addressing the society’s
annual general meeting in
Magadi taluk, she emphasized
that dairying has grown into a
major commercial activity,
driving economic self-reliance
for village women and agrari-
an households. Highlighting
that prevailing dry spells and
acute fodder shortages have
caused noticeable drops in
milk yields, she urged the
dairy federation to formulate
supportive policies and raise
milk procurement prices to as-
sist struggling producers.
Pushpalatha advised farmers
to prioritize veterinary health-
care and cattle nutrition, re-
minding members that BAM-

UL offers educational scholar-
ships and financial aid for their
children's higher studies. She
noted that steady milk income
sustains numerous families
during agricultural distress,
commending the managing
committee for ensuring
smooth operations.

Marking the event, the soci-
ety distributed free milk cans
to dairy farmers from Tigalara-
palya and Huchhahanume-
gowdanapalya. Vice-President
Javarayya, Secretary Shivara-
mayya, along with Directors
Chandramma, Kempegowda,
Ramachandrayya H.R., Krish-
namurthy H.J., Ramachan-
drayya, Suresh, Ramesh, Ku-
maraswamy H.K., Narayanas-
wamy H.G., and Venkatesh
H.L., attended the gathering.
The meeting concluded on a
positive note, with members
resolving to boost milk pro-
curement and strengthen com-
munity welfare across the ta-
luk.

POSHAN ABHIYAN 2026

Koppal DC demands faster delivery
of minority schemes

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal has directed
district authorities to ensure
government welfare schemes
reach eligible beneficiaries
from minority communities
within stipulated timelines
without administrative delays.

Presiding over the
first-quarter review meeting
of the Prime Minister's New
15-Point Programme for the
2026-27 financial year, Dr.
Itnal emphasized that pro-
grams covering Muslims,
Christians, Jains, Sikhs, Bud-
dhists, and Parsis must
achieve departmental targets to
bring these communities into
the mainstream. Addressing
delayed student scholarships
caused by portal errors, he or-
dered technical glitches re-
solved so pending funds are
disbursed before the next re-
view. He also instructed edu-
cation officials to draft an as-
sessment on Urdu teacher

shortages and directed joint
site inspections with PWD en-
gineers to identify unsafe
school buildings.

During discussions, district
implementation committee
member Nazeersab Moolimani
urged the administration to
submit recruitment proposals
to fill long-standing vacancies
in Urdu schools. Committee
member Manvi Pasha advocat-
ed razing unsafe, aging school
structures across urban and
rural belts to build modern fa-
cilities, alongside renovating
the municipal Anganwadi cen-
ter at Sardargalli. Member
M.D. Siraj Siddapura insisted
on strict quality supervision
for the residential school
building under construction for
girls in Siddapura.

Superintendent of Police
Sahil Bagla, Assistant Com-
missioner Maheboob Jeelana,
District Minority Welfare Of-
ficer Ajmeer Ali, and senior
district officials attended the
deliberations. The meeting

AT AGLANCE

DC directs faster deliv-
ery of minority welfare
schemes.

» Departments must meet
prescribed programme
targets promptly.

Scholarship portal
glitches delaying student
funds must resolve.

» Urdu teacher vacancies
require immediate re-
cruitment proposals.

» Unsafe schools need
inspections and modern
replacement buildings.

» Residential school con-
struction requires strict
quality supervision.

concluded with a collective
commitment to track scheme
targets diligently and uphold
infrastructure quality across
all minority institutions.

KRS demands
probe into
marriage scheme
irregularities
CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Alleging large-scale financial
irregularities amounting to
nearly R21.95 crore in the im-
plementation of the in-
ter-caste marriage incentive
scheme, the Karnataka Rash-
tra Samithi (KRS) has de-
manded a comprehensive
high-level probe into the So-
cial Welfare Department's op-
erations in Kalaburagi dis-
trict.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, KRS Dis-
trict President Sachin Chauhan
revealed that serious procedural
violations had occurred across
878 applications. Under the
scheme's statutory guidelines, in-
centives of 32.50 lakh for eligible
male applicants and 33 lakh for
female applicants are granted.
While a portion is transferred di-
rectly to joint bank accounts via
NEFT, the remaining funds must
be secured in fixed deposits for a
mandatory three-year lock-in pe-
riod. Chauhan alleged that these
fixed deposits were prematurely
liquidated within days of creation
without mandatory verification
checks.

In Chincholi taluk alone, funds
totaling around 34.22 crore across
169 applications were reportedly
drawn down in violation of
norms, pointing to an estimated
local scam of %6 crore. Chauhan
warned that fraudulent practic-
es—including duplicate submis-
sions, bogus couples, forged caste
and income certificates, falsified
marriage registrations, and fabri-
cated identification cards used for
name alterations—may extend
statewide, potentially affecting
around 40,000 applications.

Announcing plans to submit a
formal memorandum to the Chief
Minister seeking an independent
inquiry, the party insisted on
stringent accountability. Party of-
fice-bearers Mohsin Patel, Si-
taram Pawar, Paramesha Kavala-
gi, Razak Mannar, Phoenix Sha-
ranappa, Shivaraj Donnur, and
Shivaputra Garur were present at
the briefing.

Nutritious food builds strong health says Scientist

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Nutritious food plays a
foundational role in build-
ing robust personal health
and securing a disease-free
society, stated Anita S., se-
nior scientist at the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK), on
Tuesday.

Inaugurating the ‘Rashtri-
ya Poshan Abhiyan-2026’
and a sapling-planting drive
under the theme “Hamari
Anganwadi, Hamari Zimm-
edari” at Chandurayanahal-
li, Anita noted that Septem-
ber is observed nationwide
as National Nutrition
Month to promote balanced

dietary habits. Addressing
visiting students from Shik-
sha Academy, Bengaluru,
she emphasized that tack-
ling both undernutrition and
rising obesity remains vital
to creating a malnutri-
tion-free India. She high-

lighted that building a resil-
ient workforce requires
prioritizing the health of
pregnant women, nursing
mothers, and young chil-
dren through effective wel-
fare schemes.

The scientist urged citi-

zens and youth to incorpo-
rate locally grown grains
and fresh seasonal vegeta-
bles into their daily meals.
Emphasizing home kitchen
gardens for clean produce,
she pointed out that biofor-
tification helps eliminate
micro-nutrient deficiencies,
noting that farmers are ac-
tively growing iron- and
zinc-rich varieties of pearl
millet, paddy, and wheat.
Concurrently, scientist
Varalakshmi V. conducted
practical demonstrations on
organic manure preparation,
soil enrichment, and ideal
gardening techniques for
household fruit and vegeta-

ble cultivation. Participants
subsequently planted sap-
lings across the campus to
enhance green cover and
encourage environmental
preservation.

Shiksha Academy stu-
dents, KVK staff members,
and local community repre-
sentatives attended the ses-
sion enthusiastically. The
awareness program con-
cluded successfully with
participants taking a collec-
tive pledge to adopt whole-
some nutrition, protect na-
ture, and support vibrant,
sustainable living practices
across their regional com-
munities.

‘Democratic values serve as
India’s core strength’

CH NEWS, YADGIR

India’s democratic setup is an
exceptional structure founded
upon enduring values of
equality, liberty, and fraterni-
ty, remarked City MLA
Channareddy Patil Tunnur on
Tuesday.

Inaugurating the Interna-
tional Day of Democracy cel-
ebrations and the Taluk and
District-level Youth Parliament
competitions at the District Ad-
ministration Building auditori-
um, the legislator offered floral
tributes to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
portrait. He highlighted that
global bodies like the United
Nations instituted the Interna-

tional Day of Democracy to
uphold human rights, promote
peace, and maintain develop-
mental stability. Patil under-
scored that the spirit of fraterni-
ty enshrined in the Preamble
imposes a duty on every Indian
to model and share these foun-
dational principles globally.
Addressing the assembly,
Deputy Commissioner Rahul
Pandve observed that while the
Constitution guarantees funda-
mental rights, it equally delin-
eates civic duties essential for
national cohesion. He urged
the youth to adopt Dr. Ambed-
kar’s core teachings of educa-
tion, organization, and public
service into their daily lives.
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Tragic crashin
Mandya claims
threelives

CHNEWS, MANDYA
A devastating collision be-
tween a milk tanker and a
two-wheeler claimed the
lives of a couple and their
daughter at Koppa village
in Maddur taluk early Tues-
day morning.

The victims were identified
as Bengaluru residents
Muthuraj (35), his wife Ka-
vya (30), and their eight-
year-old daughter Keert-
hana. The family was re-
turning to the city after cel-
ebrating the Gauri-Gane-
sha festival when a speed-
ing tanker rammed their
vehicle from behind
around 4:00 AM. Another
child sustained critical in-
juries and remains hospi-
talized. Koppa police in-
spected the scene, re-
trieved CCTV footage of
the collision, and regis-
tered a case of reckless
driving.

Young Kannada writer
honoured for literary
contributions

CH NEWS, CHITRADUR-
GA
Young writer Siddavvana-
halli Veeresh Kumar has
received the Sri Jagadguru
Renukacharya Award for
his contributions to educa-
tion and Kannada litera-
ture. He teaches at Gov-
ernment High School in
Avinahatti and has encour-
aged young people to val-
ue Kannada language,
writing, and culture. His
books cover grammar,
prosody, Old Kannada, po-
etry, and other subjects.
His articles, stories, and
poems appear in Kannada
newspapers, while his pro-
grams have featured on All
India Radio. He also cre-
ates online content and
has earned several hon-
ours, including the 2024-
25 Kannada Rajyotsava
Award. The award cele-
brates his service to
Kannada.

Youth Congress
delegation felicitates
former MLA Manjunath

HUNSUR
A delegation of local Youth
Congress leaders and
committee members
called on former legislator
H.P. Manjunath at his resi-
dence to consult on key re-
gional matters and extend
their regards. The visiting
delegation included Hun-
sur Taluk Guarantee Com-
mittee member Mahesh
Biratammanahalli, Youth
Congress Spokesperson
Moduru Prasanna, Vice
President Rangesh Mail-
ambaru, and General Sec-
retaries Abhi Elakkikatte
and Manu Kanagal. During
the visit, the delegation
formally felicitated the
senior leader by presenting
a traditional Kari Kambali
(black wool blanket)
alongside notable books,
including Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s biography,
Rajakarani Hegirabeku,
and Laksha Nudi Muttuga-
lu. Several party workers,
supporters, and well-wish-
ers attended the
felicitation.

' Raghumurthy calls for equality,
stronger democratic values

The minister ordered Youth Parliament sessions statewide, aiming to educate youth
about democracy, parliamentary practlces constitutional duties, and democratic values

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Minister T. Raghumurthy on
Tuesday said every citizen
must enjoy social, religious
and economic equality in
keeping with the values of the
Constitution.

Speaking at an International
Day of Democracy pro-
gramme in Chitradurga, he
said political equality has im-
proved through reservation,
but wider equality is still
needed.

He urged people to read,
understand and protect the
Constitution, recalling Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar’s call to move
the constitutional chariot for-
ward. Raghumurthy said
young people and students
have a major role in carrying
democratic values ahead and
becoming responsible citi-
zens. He also highlighted
government welfare schemes
aimed at supporting poor and
disadvantaged families.

The minister directed offi-
cials to conduct Youth Parlia-

ment sessions at taluk and
district levels from September
16 to 30. He asked them to
use the programme to in-
crease awareness of democra-
cy, parliamentary practices
and constitutional duties
among students and youth. He
stressed that protecting dem-
ocratic values is the responsi-
bility of every citizen.
Deputy Commissioner S.
Ramya said India has a long
democratic tradition, pointing
to the Vedic period’s Sabha
and Samiti. She said such in-
stitutions allowed people to

choose leaders and take im-
portant decisions. Referring to
Gautama Buddha and the
Shakya republic, she said In-
dia’s democratic roots should
inspire today’s youth to build
an equal and responsible soci-
ety.

Writer Arakalavadi Nagen-
dra said political equality
alone is not enough and urged
faster progress in social and
economic equality. He praised
constitutional awareness pro-
grammes, including the Pre-
amble reading and Youth Par-
liament. The event ended with

AT AGLANCE

Raghumurthy urges equality
across social, religious, eco-
nomic spheres.

Youth must uphold
constitutional values and
democracy.

Youth Parliament ses-
sions scheduled from
September 16-30.

Officials instructed to
conduct constitutional
awareness programs.

.

Karnataka observed
Constitution awareness
through massive human
chain.

Democracy Day ob-
served annually since
2008 nationwide.

a pledge, as officials and stu-
dents renewed their commit-
ment to protecting democracy
and constitutional values for
all.

Kashappanavar
claimsBJP
orchestrated Satish
Jarkiholiraid

CH NEWS, BAGALKOTE

MLA Vijayananda Kashappa-
navar sparked a major politi-
cal debate on Tuesday by al-
leging that the recent Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) raid on
Minister Satish Jarkiholi’s
residence is a calculated ploy
by the BJP to coerce promi-
nent leaders into switching
parties.

Speaking to reporters in
Bagalkote, Kashappanavar
claimed that the saffron party
had previously drawn up a list
of 56 Congress legislators,
which included his own
name, with warnings of im-
pending central agency raids
for refusing to join the BJP.
He asserted that he remains
fully prepared to face any in-
quiry from the ED or the In-
come Tax Department, adding
that investigating officials
could inspect his premises at
any given time. His remarks
have triggered intense state-
wide debate over whether
central agencies are being de-
ployed to intimidate leaders
like Jarkiholi.

Meanwhile, former minister
K.N. Rajanna strongly dismissed
ongoing speculation alleging in-
ternal Congress involvement be-
hind the ED action against Jarki-
holi or the MUDA site contro-
versy. Rejecting these claims as
baseless, Rajanna accused the
BJP of engaging in vendetta pol-
itics because it cannot tolerate
the growing influence of Con-
gress leaders. He questioned why
not a single BJP leader across the
country faces ED scrutiny, chal-
lenging authorities to investigate
B.Y. Vijayendra and Basavaraj
Bommai regarding alleged scams
during their tenure.

Commenting on Jarkiholi’s
statement about knowing who
lodged the complaint, Rajanna
noted that political power is akin
to poison surrounded by trouble-
some weeds, expressing com-
plete solidarity with his cabinet
colleague.

KOPPAL IRRIGATION BOOST

Special teams track suspected
Naxal's possible movements

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Police have launched an in-
tensive search operation in
Pavagada taluk following re-
ports of suspected Naxal ac-
tivity.

A major combing operation
is underway in the Kanaka-
labende area to trace Uppar
Venkatesh, who is suspected
of being involved in the activ-
ity. Police are using drones to
search difficult hill and forest
areas.The operation is being
conducted under the leader-
ship of Additional Superinten-

dent of Police Gopal. Five
special teams have been
formed to locate Venkatesh.
The teams include one Depu-
ty Superintendent of Police,
five inspectors and ten sub-in-
spectors. Officers are check-
ing villages and surrounding
areas as part of the effort to
find the suspect.

Police conducted a search
from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. on
Tuesday across more than ten
villages near Kanakalabende.
Drone cameras were used to
monitor areas that are difficult
for officers to reach on foot.

The operation is continuing as
police examine possible
routes and hiding places in
the region.

According to police, villag-
ers have reported seeing Ven-
katesh occasionally. A letter
believed to have been written
by the suspected Naxal was
also recently found in the vil-
lage, leading to further inqui-
ries. Officials suspect he may
be hiding in the hilly and for-
ested parts of Pavagada taluk,
where dense terrain could
make the search more
difficult.

Balakrishna rebuts
HDK's claims over
Prajwal case

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

Congress MLA and Minister
H.C. Balakrishna strongly coun-
tered Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy’s recent allegations
that the Prajwal Revanna sexual
abuse investigation is being de-
liberately highlighted by the
state government to deflect pub-
lic attention from alleged irregu-
larities in the NICE project and
KPSC examinations.

Speaking to reporters in Ra-
managara, Balakrishna criticized
Kumaraswamy for repeatedly
raising the sensitive issue, ques-
tioning how a criminal investi-
gation could possibly be linked
to distinct administrative contro-
versies surrounding NICE or the
state public service commission.
Balakrishna alleged that Ku-
maraswamy’s recurring remarks
contributed to Prajwal being re-
manded to judicial custody, fur-
ther claiming that the Union
Minister harbored an underlying
political motive to keep Prajwal
imprisoned in order to dismantle
his political career and pave the
path for establishing his own son
in regional leadership.

Criticizing Kumaraswamy’s
conduct, Balakrishna remarked
that an individual holding a cab-
inet portfolio at the Centre ought
to conduct himself with institu-
tional dignity rather than engag-
ing in petty political rhetoric
reminiscent of a local gram pan-
chayat member. He challenged
the Union Minister to formally
demand a Central Bureau of In-
vestigation probe if he possessed
legitimate suspicions regarding
how Prajwal accessed communi-
cation devices while in custody.

Addressing Kumaraswamy's
sarcastic remarks regarding the
Congress administration’s '100
Days of Achievements' initia-
tive, Balakrishna dismissed the
critiques, stating that the JD(S)
leader operates under a self-righ-
teous conviction that he alone
understands governance while
others do not.

HDK accuses govt of
fabricating prison

phone controversy
Union Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy accused
the state leadership of
orchestrating the recent
Parappana Agrahara
prison controversy to
divert attention from
administrative scandals
surrounding the Bidadi,
KPSC, and NICE proj-
ects.
Speaking to reporters at
Mavinakere, Kumaras-
wamy questioned how
an unauthorized mo-
bile phone and explicit
digital files allegedly
surfaced with former
MP Prajwal Revanna
only after public scrutiny
mounted over land and
recruitment irregular-
ities. He claimed the
ruling Congress admin-
istration was system-
atically releasing timed
allegations to target
and silence former
Prime Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda’s family. Assert-
ing that he would not be
intimidated, Kumaras-
wamy reiterated that the
opposition will continue
challenging governmen-
tal corruption.

V-Guard launches premium
modular switches

VGUAT
THE NEW RANGE OF
MODULAR SWITCHES

o Pacean

O EE

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

Leading electrical and electron-
ics manufacturer V-Guard Indus-
tries Limited has officially intro-
duced its premium modular
switch collections, Arizo and
Xyro, alongside designer cover
plate series Paceart and Trossia,
during a special unveiling cere-
mony in Hubballi.

Senior company leadership,
including Managing Director
Mithun Chittilappilly, Director &
COO Ramachandran Venketara-
man, Senior VP of Marketing
Deepak Augustine, and National
Product Head Vimal Dixit, pre-
sided over the launch alongside
regional channel partners. The
expansion aims to transform
switches from mere functional
utilities into integral elements of
contemporary interior decor.

The design-oriented Arizo col-

lection showcases sculpted forms
in finishes including White,
Champagne Gold, Metallic Steel
Grey, and Dark Wood. It pairs
with Paceart customizable acryl-
ic plates—recognized at India’s
Best Design Awards 2026—and
carries a 15-year warranty. De-
signed for minimalist spaces, the
ultra-slim Xyro range pairs with
elegant Trossia plates and offers
a 10-year warranty.

Both collections feature
flame-retardant, impact-resistant
materials engineered for en-
hanced safety, tactile precision,
and easy installation. Managing
Director Mithun Chittilappilly
stated that the launch reinforces
V-Guard’s commitment to bridg-
ing aesthetics with innovation,
while Director V. Ramachandran
affirmed that every detail has
been tailored to match evolving
modern lifestyles.

‘Alavandi- Betagerl pro_;ect will irrigate 9000 acres’

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Irrigation facilities will soon
reach 9,000 acres under the
Alavandi-Betageri Lift Irriga-
tion Project, Koppal MLA K.
Raghavendra Hitnal said on
Tuesday.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, he stated that the project
work was progressing quickly
and would benefit farmers in
several villages.

The project, located near
Hanakunti village, has re-
ceived an allocation of 0.50
TMC of Tungabhadra River
water. The government had
earlier approved a Detailed
Project Report worth X87.10

crore. A contract worth
%61.30 crore was awarded in
2016 for major works, includ-
ing the jackwell, intake canal,
rising main, pumps, delivery
chambers, power substation
and transmission line.

The MLA said the substa-

tion was charged on Septem-
ber 10, 2026. The system can
convey 56.56 cusecs of water,
with each pump supplying
28.28 cusecs. Work to extend
irrigation to another 3,000
acres was also undertaken,
but pump installation and
some substation works are
still pending.A revised project
report received approval for
2211 crore from the Karnata-
ka Neeravari Nigam. Main
and distributary canals cover-
ing 39.78 kilometres have
been completed for 6,000
acres. Pipeline work for an-
other 3,000 acres is nearing
completion, with water
planned through check outlets

serving every 20 hectares.

The project will benefit
farmers in nine villages, in-
cluding Alavandi, Handrala,
Mainalli, Kavaluru, Hiresin-
dogi, Bikkanahalli, Bettageri,
Talakallu and Komalapura.
Hitnal said 347 crore is need-
ed to build field canals, which
will help ensure that the
planned irrigation benefits
reach farmers’ fields. He ex-
pressed confidence that com-
pleting the remaining electri-
cal, pumping and field-canal
works would improve farm
production, strengthen rural
livelihoods and provide de-
pendable water to local culti-
vators in the region.

Kushtagi chosen for
Nulenuru
Shankarappa Hasiru
award

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Thinker and social activist
Raghavendra Kushtagi has
been selected for the presti-
gious Nulenuru Shankarappa
Hasiru Award for his long
work in social causes and en-
vironmental protection.

The award carries 325,000
and a memento, with the cer-
emony scheduled in Raichur
during the first week of Octo-
ber.

Foundation member Chik-
kappanahalli Shanmukha an-
nounced the selection at a
press conference on Tuesday.

Kushtagi played an import-
ant role in the campaign for
Article 371(J) for Kalyana
Karnataka. He co-founded
Jana Sangrama Parishat with
S.R. Hiremath to oppose ille-
gal mining, unfair land acqui-
sition, and damage to natural
resources.

Hunsur MLA faces criticism
over meeting absence

HUNSUR

MAS Foundation representa-
tive Satyappa has criticised
Hunsur MLA G.T. Harish
Gowda for missing a public
service meeting held at Gava-
dagere Hobli.

The meeting was intended
to hear farmers’ and residents’
complaints and discuss devel-
opment needs.

Satyappa said Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
had directed that Praja Seva
Abhiyan meetings be organ-
ised in every taluk under the
respective MLA’s leadership.
Accordingly, people gathered
at the Gavadagere Hobli cen-
tre with several grievances,
but the MLA was absent.

Satyappa said he later
learned that Gowda had trav-
elled to Bengaluru for official
work.

He contrasted this with the
neighbouring taluks, where
Piriyapatna MLA Venkatesh

and K.R. Nagar MLA Ravis-
hankar reportedly attended
similar meetings, heard public
complaints and visited affect-
ed locations. Satyappa said
Gowda’s absence had disap-
pointed residents and de-
manded a public explanation.

He also questioned whether
the MLA avoided the meeting
because farmers are angry
over the failure to fill local
lakes with water.

Satyappa said Gavadagere
Hobli, a low-rainfall area, fac-
es serious water problems.
The foundation had recently
submitted a memorandum to
the district in-charge minister
seeking action on the Gavad-
agere lift irrigation project
and lake-filling works.

According to Satyappa, a
meeting on lake filling was
held after the minister in-
structed the MLA, but such
discussions had not been or-
ganised regularly in recent
years.

Hindu-Muslim children set model of
communal harmony in Gadag

Malingaraya Pujar
CH NEWS

Amid an era where adult so-
cio-political discourse fre-
quently divides communities
along religious and caste
lines, children from Mundargi
town in Gadag district have
delivered an inspiring demon-
stration of mutual respect and
unity during the Ganesha fes-
tival.

In the Hudeda Oni locality
of Mundargi, young boys
from both Hindu and Muslim
households came together
spontaneously to install a Ga-
nesha idol christened 'Samrat'.
Setting a remarkable precedent
for interfaith solidarity, the
youngsters placed the idol ad-
jacent to the neighborhood
mosque. Untouched by sectar-
ian prejudice, the children
jointly conducted traditional

rituals, performed devotional
aarti, cracked coconuts, and
distributed consecrated prasad
among themselves and passing
residents.

The celebration stood out
for its unpretentious inno-
cence. Devoid of political
speeches, polarizing narratives,
or artificial fanfare, the initiative
reflected pure festive joy and
deep neighborhood camaraderie.
Observers noted that while adult
societies often grapple with

communal discord surrounding
public festivities, the children
demonstrated through everyday
friendship that festivals serve
primarily to foster affection, in-
clusion, and collective goodwill.
Gadag district holds a storied
heritage as a historic land of
Sufi saints and enduring com-
munal brotherhood. The chil-
dren's gesture in Mundargi con-
tinues this rich cultural tradition,
reaffirming the town's legacy of
cross-community solidarity.
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MLA Beldale directs
officials to accelerate
development

KARNATAKA
MP urges swift actionon

announces Taluk Dasara
sports meet schedule

CH NEWS, GADAG

Malpe highway delays

The Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports
has announced the 2026—
27 Taluk-level Dasara
sports meet schedule
across Gadag district,
mandating online registra-
tion via https://dasaracm-
cup.in.
Competitions commence
in Gajendragad on Sep-
tember 17-18 at S.AV. High
School, Naregal. Meets in
Gadag, Naragund, and Ron
follow on September 18—
19 at their respective taluk
stadiums. Mundargi and
Lakshmeshwar will host
events on September 19—
20 at Annadaneshwara
Stadium and SJFC High
School, Yalavatti.
Assistant Director Dr. Sha-
ranu Gogeri stated that
athletes must report by
9:00 AM, advising partici-
pants to consult local
physical education officers
for assistance.

Lokayukta seeks
complaints on poor
school footwear

CHNEWS, KARWAR
The Karnataka Lokayukta
has invited complaints re-
garding poor quality shoes
and sandals distributed to

primary school students
across the district for the
2026-27 academic term.
The Superintendent of Po-
lice issued a formal notifi-
cation urging concerned
parents and guardians to
report substandard foot-
wear supplies by Septem-
ber 18. Citizens can share
grievances by calling
08382-295293 or 220198,
sending emails to kla-kwr-
sp-ka@nic.in, or reaching
out via WhatsApp at
9364062572,
9364062676, and
9364062677
Officials confirmed that
submitted reports will face
prompt scrutiny to ensure
student welfare and pre-
vent corruption in govern-
ment supply programs.

Information Commission
penalizes errant
officials in Belagavi

CHNEWS, KARWAR
State Information Com-
missioner Prakash Naraya-
na Channala, heading the
Belagavi Bench, has im-
posed financial penalties
on multiple government
officials for repeated dere-
liction of duty.

The punitive order impacts
officials serving in the Po-
lice, Revenue, and
Panchayat Raj depart-
ments across the Belagavi
division. Authorities faced
fines for persistently failing
to supply required details
during appeal proceedings
and ignoring official hear-
ing notices issued by the
panel.

The Commissioner direct-
ed the defaulting officers
to pay the assessed fines
to the Commission imme-
diately. Officials warned
that repeated negligence
toward statutory disclo-
sure obligations will attract
stricter administrative con-
sequences.

POOJARY URGED OFFICIALS TO RESOLVE PENDING LAND ACQUISITION
ISSUES STALLING THE MALPE-THIRTHAHALLI HIGHWAY PROJECT

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Udupi-Chikkamagaluru MP
Kota Srinivas Poojary has di-
rected officials to complete
pending land acquisition work
for the Malpe-Karavali By-
pass stretch of National High-
way 169A without further
delay. He also instructed au-
thorities to ensure that eligible
landowners receive compen-
sation promptly so construc-
tion can progress.

Poojary issued the direc-
tions while reviewing the
highway project at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office in Ma-
nipal. He said work on the
Malpe-Thirthahalli section
was nearing completion in the
district, but construction re-
mained stalled at some loca-
tions because land acquisition
had not been finalised. He
asked the Revenue Depart-
ment and National Highway
officials to coordinate and re-
solve the pending issues.

Discussing the Parkala de-
lay, the MP said %8.25 crore

had been deposited in court.
The acquisition involves 13
people along a 419-metre
stretch, but only one person
had approached the court. Of-
ficials were asked to conduct
a re-survey and take steps to
begin the work. Poojary also
stressed that landowners must
receive fair compensation
based on proper assessment.
The administration has
completed acquisition of the
2.69-kilometre Hiriyadka-Per-
door stretch. In the Heb-
ri-Padigara area, permission
has been granted to remove
trees along 1.4 kilometres, but

the work is pending. Officials
were instructed to complete
the clearance. The govern-
ment has released 372 crore
for the Hebri-Agumbe Ghat
section, and preparations for
its Detailed Project Report
were ordered to be expedited.

Deputy Commissioner
Swaroop T.K. directed offi-
cials to issue notices to land-
owners and settle court cases
quickly. Acquisition for the
1.18-kilometre Kalma-
di-Malpe Harbour stretch is
complete, and engineers were
told to start construction im-
mediately. Authorities were

AtaGlance

* Land Acquisition: Pend-
ing work ordered com-
pleted without delay.

» Compensation: Eligible
landowners to receive
payments promptly.

« Parkala: ¥8.25 crore
deposited in court.

* Acquisition: 13 people
affected across 419
metres.

* Hiriyadka-Perdoor: Acqui-
sition completed for 2.69
kilometres.

* Hebri-Agumbe: Z72 crore
government funding
released

also asked to meet affected
landowners and resolve com-
pensation concerns to ensure
the highway project moves
forward smoothly.

Election officials review
voter list in Karwar

CH NEWS,KARWAR

District election authorities
have concluded inquiries into
18,904 cases of discrepancies
identified in the local voter
list under the Special Summa-
ry Revision drive, Additional
Deputy Commissioner Sajid
Mulla announced on Tuesday.

Presiding over an all-party
meeting, Mulla reported that
out of 65,248 notices generat-
ed regarding logical errors
and unmapped voter entries,
officials have successfully de-
livered 58,687 notices.
Around 39,783 inquiries re-
main pending completion.
During scrutiny, officials un-

covered 19 instances involv-
ing duplicate registrations or
deceased electors. Detailing
constituency-level progress,
he stated that staff have ad-
dressed 4,618 cases in Hali-
yal, 4,483 in Yellapur, 3,111
in Karwar, 2,385 in Sirsi,
2,350 in Kumta, and 1,957 in
Bhatkal.

Mulla clarified that citizens
have time until September 23
to submit claims, corrections,
and formal objections, while
the final voter list will be of-
ficially released on October
27. To assist elderly, unwell,
or overseas voters, adult rela-
tives are permitted to present
verified documents on their

behalf. Additionally, youth
turning 18 by October 1,
2026, can enroll before the
deadline.

Booth Level Officers will
conduct a dedicated weekend
drive at local polling booths
on September 19 and 20 be-
tween 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM
to help residents update en-
tries. Eligible voters for the
Karnataka West Graduates'
Constituency were instructed
to file Form 18 at local taluk
offices. Representatives from
various political parties at-
tended the review meeting,
pledging complete coopera-
tion to ensure a clean, accu-
rate electoral registry.

High Court quashes political
clash cases in Magadi

CH NEWS,MAGADI

The High Court of Karnataka
has quashed two long-pend-
ing rioting cases registered
under the Magadi Town Po-
lice Station, providing major
relief to dozens of local polit-
ical party workers, JD(S)
leader Thammanna Gowda
announced on Tuesday.
Addressing a press confer-
ence in Eligenahalli village,
Gowda explained that local
police had filed two separate
cases related to public clash-
es, one in 2018 naming 76

workers from both JD(S) and
Congress, and another in
2022 naming 136 individuals.
Affected persons had endured
repeated court visits for near-
ly eight and four years respec-
tively, facing prolonged pro-
cedural delays without reach-
ing bail or trial resolution.
Challenging the proceed-
ings, former Zilla Panchayat
member Kalkere Dhananjaya,
Gowda, and fellow petitioners
approached the High Court.
Advocates Mayur D. Bhanu,
Shamanth Gowda, and Shishi-
kumar H.S. argued that the

charges lacked concrete evi-
dence and factual basis. Con-
vinced by their submissions,
the High Court quashed the
cases, leading to their subse-
quent closure before the
Magadi JMFC Court.

Gowda expressed deep
gratitude to the legal team for
providing free representation
and moral support to secure
justice. He further urged the
remaining named individuals
across both cases to contact
legal counsel and seek formal
dismissal under the High
Court's precedent.

Authorities shut down two Shivamogga juice centers

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

'Tanu Juice Center' in Tilak Nagar alongside its

Shivamogga Sub-Divisional Officer and Dis-
trict Food Safety Officer Dr. Maithri conduct-
ed sudden inspection raids across several food
establishments in Tilak Nagar on Tuesday after-
noon, ordering the immediate closure of two juice
shops after uncovering live worms and fungus in

stored fruits.

The inspection team visited the long-running

second branch situated directly opposite the Ra-
ghavendra Swamy Matha. During the surprise
check, authorities discovered decaying stocks of
grapes, sapota, dragon fruit, and pomegranates
infested with worms and extensive fungal growth.
Alarmed by the hazardous conditions, Dr. Maithri
instructed Tahsildar Rajiv and local health offi-

cials to shut down both centers immediately and

serve official notices to the management.

Constitutional
values ensure
disciplined life,
says Judge

CH NEWS, UDUPI

A disciplined and purposeful
life is achievable only when
citizens understand and em-
brace constitutional princi-
ples, observed Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge Kiran
Siddappa Gangannavar on
Tuesday.

Inaugurating the ‘Youth
Parliament’ competition orga-
nized to observe International
Day of Democracy at Dr. V.S.
Acharya Hall in Rajatadri,
Manipal, the judge offered
floral tributes to Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s portrait. Orga-
nized jointly by the District
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, and the Departments of
Education, Law, and Social
Welfare, the initiative seeks to
promote civic awareness
among students.

Gangannavar noted that In-
dia’s parliamentary democra-
cy flourishes amid vast cultural
diversity, varying ideologies,
and social differences. He
pointed out that studying the
perspectives of the founding
figures helps citizens grasp the
intellectual depth behind the In-
dian Constitution. Urging edu-
cational institutions to field ar-
ticulate students for the two-
and-a-half-month district exer-
cises, he emphasized that youth
must recognize parliamentary
sanctity and cultivate good citi-
zenship to steer society forward.

MLA Yashpal A. Suvarna
noted that constitutional safe-
guards enable 1.4 billion people
to live together harmoniously,
encouraging students to develop
leadership qualities early.
Coastal Development Authority
Chairman M.A. Gafoor re-
marked that mutual trust
strengthens democratic bonds,
empowering youth to elect rep-
resentatives who prioritize re-
gional progress. Adding to this,
Sri Narayana Guru Develop-
ment Corporation.

CH NEWS,BIDAR

Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale chaired an
extensive progress review
meeting at the Bidar Taluk
Panchayat office hall, direct-
ing officials across multiple
departments to speed up pub-
lic infrastructure works and
resolve citizen grievances
without delay.

The meeting evaluated
progress across vital sectors,
including the Public Works
Department, Rural Develop-
ment, Water Resources,
Health, Education, Agricul-
ture, Revenue, and Social
Welfare. Dr. Beldale conduct-
ed department-wise assess-
ments regarding roads, bridg-
es, drainage networks, school
classrooms, Anganwadis,
community halls, and primary
health clinics. In light of re-
gional rainfall deficits, he in-
structed agriculture officials
to assist affected farmers
promptly through crop insur-
ance and relief programs.

Health authorities were
asked to ensure adequate
staffing, functional ambulanc-
es, and abundant medicine
supplies across rural health-
care centers. Addressing the
Education Department,
Beldale prioritized resolving
teacher vacancies and im-
proving school sanitation,
drinking water, and classroom
infrastructure. To mitigate fu-
ture water shortages during dry
spells, drinking water agencies
were instructed to adopt proac-
tive contingency measures
across every village.

Furthermore, the MLA exam-
ined rural electricity distribu-
tion, ordering power utilities to
ensure reliable supply for agri-

MLA Beldale celebrates
eco-friendly Ganesha

festival
Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale cele-
brated Ganesh Chaturthi
at his residence by in-
stalling and worshipping
an eco-friendly clay Ga-
nesha idol alongside his
family members. Special
rituals and prayers were
offered to the deity to
promote environmen-
tal conservation during
festivities. Speaking on
the occasion, Dr. Beldale
prayed for health, peace,
prosperity, and the
removal of obstacles for
all citizens across the
state. Emphasizing sus-
tainable celebrations, he
urged everyone to adopt
eco-friendly traditions.
Following the family
prayer ceremony, the
legislator conveyed his
warm festive greetings
to the public, wishing
collective happiness and
progress.

cultural pump sets. He directed
Revenue Department officers to
resolve pending land docu-
ments and public applications
within set timeframes. Beldale
stressed inter-departmental co-
ordination, insisting that offi-
cers move out of office cubicles
to inspect work sites directly
and resolve grievances on the
spot. Tahsildar Ravikumar
Dama and Taluk Panchayat Ex-
ecutive Officer Manikrao Patil
were present during the review.

BENGALURU EAST CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Marathahalli Division,
Bellandur Main Road, Bellanduru, Bengaluru - 560103.

No: EE/BECC/MRH/PR/129/2026-27

CANCELLATION

Sub: Regarding Cancellation of 34 Works out of the 47
Works called for under the zone of Marathahalli
Division, Bengaluru East City Corporation due to
Technical & Administrative reasons and publication

Date: 15-09-2026

of the same in Newspapers.

Ref.: EE/BECC/MRH/TN/03/2026-27, Dated: 24-08-2026.
With reference to the above Subject, a Total of 47 works
were invited by the Marathahalli Division, Bengaluru East
City Corporation for taking up POW works and the said
tender notification was published in Kannada and English
daily newspapers on 25-08-2026. Further, during the course
of scrutiny of the said tender process, it was observed that,
due to certain technical issues and administrative reasons,
34 Tender Works have not been uploaded on the KPP Portal.
Therefore, it has been decided to Cancel the Tender Notification
SI.No:1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 35, 37, 38,40, 41,42 & 44 -
Total of 34 Works. Sd/-

Executive Engineer, Marathahalli Division, BECC.

Kittur Utsav modelled after grand

Mysuru festivities

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

grand valedictory ceremony.

The historic Kittur Utsav will be or-
ganized on the lines of the renowned
Mysuru festivities this year, Belagavi
District In-charge Minister Satish

To expand sports activities and en-
sure decent honorariums for partici-
pating performers, Jarkiholi affirmed
that the district will petition the Chief
Minister for an additional 350 lakh

CHAMUNDESHWARI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
Corporate Office, procurement Section, CESC, Mysuru-570017.

Ph: 9448994705, Email ID: gmpurc@cescmysore.org

CESC/GM(P)/DGM(P)/AGM(P-2)/M(P-1)/2026-27/18568
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-Procurement Portal Only)

Website: www.cescmysore.org

CESC, Mysore invites Short Term Tenders from eligible bidders for Services as
mentioned below:

Date: 10.09.2026

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division,

SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210
No. EE/BId.1/AE-3/2026-27/25 Date: 08.09.2026
INVITATION FORTENDER (IFT)

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible
Tenderers for the following works. Name of the work:
(1) Providing Housekeeping works in 3rd stage east and
west wings, (2nd and 3rd gate) 4th gate and 5th gate
floors, external cleaning of concrete pathways, premises
and passages, external sweeping of double road from M.S.
Building 5th stage to Vidhana Soudha West Gate and other
allied works at M.S. Building premises, Bengaluru (Period from
01.08.2026 to 31.07.2027). Tender Reference: PWD/2026-
27/BD/WORK_INDENT43020. Approx. value of work:
Rs. 200.87 lakhs. EMD: Rs. 3,01,400/-. Time Period:
12 Months (including rainy season). No. of Call: 1. Reserved
Category: Others. (2) Providing essential manpower
and other services to secretariat office, CE Office Design
Section and other offices of PWD Bengaluru (Period from
01.08.2026 to 31.07.2027). Tender Reference: PWD/2026-
27/BD/WORK_INDENT39407. Approx. value of work:
Rs. 145.17 lakhs. EMD: Rs. 2,18,000/-Time Period: 12 Months
(including rainy season). No. of Call: 1. Reserved Category:
Others. (3) Providing housekeeping for inside and outside
premises, other necessary maintenance, external cleaning of
pathways, premises, passages and other allied works in 1st
stage at M.S. Building, Bengaluru. (Period from 01.08.2026 to
31.07.2027). Tender Reference: PWD/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT39417. Approx. value of work: Rs. 169.40 lakhs.
EMD: Rs. 2,55,000/-.Time Period: 12 Months (including
rainy season). No. of Call: 1. Reserved Category: Others.
(4) Providing housekeeping for inside and outside premises,
other necessary maintenance and other allied works at 2nd
stage (1st Gate) floors, external cleaning of pathways, asphalt

rict L SL.No Nomenclature of the work Tender No road and other allied work at M.S. Building, Bengaluru.
Jarkiholi announced on Tuesday. grant over the sanctioned X5 crore Tender Reference: PWD/2026-27/BD/WORK_INDENT39429.
Presiding over a preparatory review ~ budget. Addressing concerns over Providing goods vehicle services of 2500CC or higher capacity|  ~cseomy Approx. value of work: Rs. 157.96 lakhs. EMD: Rs. 2,37,000/-

(Mahindra Bolero pickup or equivalent vehicle) along with driver to

meeting at the Belagavi Deputy Com-
CESC jurisdiction on monthly rental basis for period of one year.

missioner’s office, the Minister
shared that the state intends to depart
from convention. Rather than being
inaugurated by the district in-charge
minister, the cultural celebration will
be formally launched by notable lit-
terateurs, intellectuals, or prominent
achievers. Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar alongside Deputy Chief Min-
ister Parameshwara will attend the

thin morning crowds, he instructed 1
the DDPI to mobilize student partici-
pation for morning intellectual ses-
sions and directed officials to height-
en regional publicity.

New attractions planned for this
edition include a dedicated livestock
fair and a comprehensive fruit and
flower exhibition organized by the
Horticulture Department to draw rural
farming communities.

Time Period: 12 Months (including rainy season). No. of
Call: 1. Reserved Category: Others. Cost of Document
for each work: As in e-portal. Last date for downloading
Tender through e-procurement portal and submission through
online: For SI. No. 1 & 2: 18.09.2026, For SI. No. 3 & 4:
22.09.2026 up to 4.30 PM. Date of opening the Tender: as
per e-procurement guidelines. Further information can be
obtained from the above office or from e-procurement portal
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

2026-27/SE0277

The details regarding participation in the tender can be obtained through e-procurement
portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 16-09-2026 For clarification contact
help desk 080-46010000/22631200/68948777 or e-mail address
support@eprochelpdesk.com.

|For Electricity related complaints Call: 1912

DIPRIMYSORE/714/Shirdi Sai/2026-27 Sd/- General Manager (Procurement),CESC, Mysuru. Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIPR/DD-C.P/2744/KSMCA/2026-27
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Sensex, Nifty
plunge amid broad
market sell-off

MUMBAI
Indian benchmark indices
ended sharply lower on Tues-
day as rising oil prices trig-
gered broad-based selling
across key sectors. The Sen-
sex fell 77794 points, or 1.04
per cent, to 74,003.82, while
the Nifty declined 279.50
points, or 1.19 per cent, to
23118.60. The sell-off intensi-
fied towards the session’s
close. Metal, realty and chem-
ical stocks faced heavy pres-
sure, with Bharat Electronics,
Shriram Finance and IndiGo
among the biggest Nifty los-
ers. Broader markets also
weakened, with MidCap fall-
ing 2.12 per cent and Small-
Cap 2.43 per cent. Realty
plunged 4 per cent. IT bucked
the trend, gaining around 2
per cent during trading.

ITAT allows
Rs 25 lakh as
business loss

NEW DELHI
The Delhi Income Tax Appel-
late Tribunal ruled in favour of
a Mathura taxpayer, allowing
aRs 25.09 lakh futures and
options (F&O) loss as an or-
dinary business loss. The tax-
payer earned Rs 8.64 crore
from real estate trading and
reported a total trading loss
of Rs 34.21 lakh. The Assess-
ing Officer treated the F&O
loss as speculative and de-
nied its set-off. The tribunal
held Section 73 cannot over-
ride eligible derivatives under
Section 43(5)(d), while clas-
sifying Rs 9.11 lakh share trad-
ing loss as speculative.

INR weighed down by
escalating Middle East conflict

Rising crude oil prices and West Asia tensions pushed the rupee lower, as
stronger dollar demand added pressure on currency markets.

MUMBAI

The Indian rupee fell 38
paise to close at 95.92
against the US dollar, pres-
sured by escalating tensions
in the Middle East, rising
crude oil prices and a stron-
ger dollar.

The rupee opened at 95.84
at the interbank foreign ex-
change market before weak-
ening during the session.
Traders said increased dollar
demand from oil importers
raised concerns over infla-
tion and India’s external
trade balance.

Brent crude rose 1.92 per
cent to $107.71 a barrel in
futures trading, with oil

prices reaching around $108
amid fears of supply disrup-
tions through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Weak domestic equities,
rising global Treasury yields
and a strong US dollar also
weighed on investor senti-
ment. The dollar index was
trading 0.22 per cent higher
at 99.61.

Market analysts expect the
rupee to remain under pres-

Forexataglance

95.92 — Rupee’s closing value
against US dollar

38 paise — Rupee’s single-day
decline

$107.71— Brent crude price per barrel

99.61—

$785.706 billion — India’s record
forex reserves

Dollar index level

77194 points — Sensex decline

sure amid global risk-off
sentiment and elevated crude
prices. However, possible
intervention by the Reserve
Bank of India could provide

support to the currency at
lower levels.

Investors are also expect-
ed to remain cautious ahead
of the US Federal Open
Market Committee’s policy
decision on Wednesday. The
USD-INR spot rate is ex-
pected to trade between
95.75 and 96.15.

On the domestic equity
market, the Sensex fell
777.94 points to 74,003.82,
while the Nifty declined
279.50 points to 23,118.60.

Meanwhile, India’s for-
eign exchange reserves
surged by $44.903 billion to
a record $785.706 billion in
the week ended September
4, according to RBI data.

India sees rise in labour participation, employment

NEW DELHI

India recorded an increase in
labour force participation
and employment in August,
with official data showing
higher Labour Force Partic-
ipation Rate (LFPR) and
Worker Population Ratio
(WPR) compared with the
same month last year.

The overall LFPR for peo-
ple aged 15 years and above
rose to 55.6 per cent in Au-
gust from 55 per cent in Au-
gust 2025, marking a 0.6
percentage point increase. It
was also higher than the
55.4 per cent recorded in
July. Rural LFPR rose to
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58.2 per cent from 58 per
cent in July, while urban
LFPR remained unchanged
at 50.4 per cent.

Rural LFPR increased by
1.2 percentage points year-
on-year. Female participa-
tion also improved, with
overall female LFPR rising
to 34.8 per cent from 34.4
per cent in July and 1.1 per-

centage points higher than
August last year. Rural fe-
male LFPR increased to 39.4
per cent, while the urban
figure remained broadly sta-
ble at 25.4 per cent.

Overall WPR increased to
52.8 per cent in August, its
highest level since March
this year. Rural WPR rose
by 1.3 percentage points
year-on-year to 55.8 per
cent. Meanwhile, the overall
unemployment rate re-
mained unchanged at 5 per
cent. Rural unemployment
declined to 4.1 per cent, the
lowest level recorded since
January 2026.

The figures were released

by the National Statistics
Office under the Periodic
Labour Force Survey, the
primary source of data on
employment and unemploy-
ment conditions. The survey
methodology was modified
from January 2026 to pro-
vide monthly and quarterly
estimates of labour force in-
dicators.

The latest figures indicate
improving labour participa-
tion, particularly in rural ar-
eas and among women,
while unemployment re-
mained stable nationally
during the month amid con-
tinued monitoring of labour
market trends.

"You must lead, put
country first: FM
to Gen Z, Alpha

CHENNAI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday urged
students to embrace humility,
responsibility and leadership
while keeping the nation’s in-
terests at the centre of their
professional journeys.

Addressing students at
MGR University in Chennai,
Sitharaman cited renowned
scholar Sir Isaac Newton as an
example of humility. She said
Newton acknowledged the
contributions and assistance of
other scholars in helping him
achieve success and make im-
portant discoveries.

“A brilliant scholar like
Newton acknowledged that he
required the assistance of var-
ious other scholars to achieve
his success,” Sitharaman said,
highlighting how the scholar
recognised the role of collabo-
ration in his achievements.

The finance minister
stressed that students should
develop humility alongside
academic and professional ex-
cellence. She said recognising
the contributions of others was
an important quality that could
help young people grow per-
sonally and professionally.

Sitharaman also called on
graduating students to take up
leadership responsibilities and

‘. We are all ready to listen

to what you have to say. But you
must reflect on what is
happening around you, what your
role is, and what can be achieved
for the country through you.

—Nirmala Sitharaman, Finance
Minister
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Nirmala Sitharaman
urged students to lead
responsibly, stay humble,
embrace collaboration
and prioritise national
interests.

put the country first as they
enter their professional ca-
reers. She emphasised that the
security and strength of the
nation were essential for pro-
viding a stable future for its
citizens.

She further encouraged the
students to remain humble
while pursuing excellence and
adapting to rapid technological
changes. Her message focused
on combining ambition with
responsibility, collaboration
and a strong commitment to
the nation.

Addressing the younger
generations, including Gen Z
and Gen Alpha, Sitharaman
underlined the importance of
developing leadership qualities
while remaining grounded.
She urged students to recog-
nise that success is often built
through collective efforts and
support from others.

The minister’s address high-
lighted humility, responsibility
and national interest as key
values for young people pre-
paring to navigate changing
academic, professional and
technological environments.

India’s semiconductor sector draws $1.4 billion funding

NEW DELHI

India’s semiconductor sector
has attracted $1.4 billion in
equity funding, with nearly
half of the capital raised
since 2025, according to a
report by Tracxn Technolo-
gies released on Tuesday.

The report said India’s
semiconductor ecosystem
consists of 3,557 companies,
of which 281 have raised
funding and 142 have se-
cured equity investments.
Funding activity has acceler-
ated in recent years, with
investors increasingly di-
recting capital towards a
smaller number of larger
transactions.

The two biggest funding
rounds were IL JIN Elec-
tronics’ $198 million private

IN FOCUS
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m 42 — IPOs in 2026

m %13.11 lakh cr — Elec-
tronics production

equity raise in September
2025 and Tessolve Semicon-
ductor’s $150 million pri-
vate equity round during the
same month.

Electronic Manufacturing
Services emerged as the

most-funded segment, at-
tracting $313 million since
2025, including $89 million
in the past 12 months. Em-
bedded Hardware followed
with $51.9 million, all of
which was raised over the
last year. Power Manage-
ment Integrated Circuits and
Fabless Semiconductor
Manufacturing were among
other segments drawing in-
vestor interest.

Bengaluru remained the
leading semiconductor hub,
with 626 companies, ac-
counting for around 18 per
cent of the country’s semi-
conductor ecosystem. The
city also accounted for about
40 per cent of total equity
funding raised by the sector.
Noida, Gurugram, Kochi
and Hyderabad were also

identified as key semicon-
ductor clusters.

The sector recorded 62 ac-
quisitions and 42 initial pub-
lic offerings as of 2026 year-
to-date, highlighting grow-
ing investor activity.

Government data cited in
the report showed electron-
ics production rising from
about Rs 1.9 lakh crore in
2014-15 to Rs 13.11 lakh
crore in 2025-26. Electron-
ics exports increased from
around Rs 38,000 crore to
Rs 4.24 lakh crore during
the same period.

Mobile phone production
also rose sharply from Rs
18,000 crore to Rs 6.27 lakh
crore, while mobile phone
exports increased from
about Rs 1,500 crore to Rs
2.59 lakh crore.

SBI Research sees 2 RBI rate hikes

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
may raise its policy rates by
25 basis points each in Octo-
ber and December as infla-
tionary pressures broaden and
higher crude oil prices in-
crease risks, according to an
SBI Research report.

The report expects consum-
er price inflation to cross 6.5
per cent in the coming months
before easing below 6 per
cent in early 2027. It said two
calibrated rate hikes could
help the central bank build a
policy buffer before pausing
to assess incoming data.

Retail inflation rose to 4.82
per cent in August from 4.45
per cent in July. Rural infla-
tion stood at 5.23 per cent,
compared with 4.31 per cent

in urban areas, while food in-
flation climbed to 5.66 per
cent. Core inflation also in-
creased to 4.16 per cent from
3.87 per cent.

SBI Research said inflation
was becoming more broad-
based. Its analysis showed
that 51 commodities account-
ed for the bulk of CPI’s
weighted contribution in Au-
gust, compared with 22 in
January. The contribution of
the top 25 commodities, ex-
cluding gold and silver, fell to
62 per cent from 83 per cent
during the period.

The report projected infla-
tion at 5.88 per cent in Sep-
tember and 6.70 per cent in
October, before moderating to
6.19 per cent in November and
5.64 per cent in December.

Rising crude prices were

‘. Going forward, we believe

CPIl inflation may cross the 6.5%
mark before dropping to less
than 6% in early 2027.

—SBI Research
identified as another major
risk. The Indian crude basket
increased from $82.04 a bar-
rel in July to $109.76 in Sep-
tember. SBI Research said
Brent crude could remain
above $100 in the near term,
adding to imported inflation.

The report also cautioned
against aggressive liquidity
withdrawal, saying strong
credit growth could naturally
absorb surplus funds. It rec-
ommended a calibrated ap-
proach, followed by a pause
to assess inflation, oil prices,
liquidity and financial-market
conditions.

India-NZ FTA hkely from Oct 19

NEW DELHI

The India-New Zealand free
trade agreement is likely to
come into force from Octo-
ber 19, an official said,
opening the way for in-
creased trade in goods and
services between the two
countries.

India and New Zealand
signed the free trade agree-
ment on April 27 to boost
bilateral commerce and pro-
mote investments. The pact
provides duty-free access for
100 per cent of India’s ex-
ports to the New Zealand
market.

Currently, New Zealand
imposes peak tariffs of up to
10 per cent on several key

Indian products, including
ceramics, carpets, automo-
biles and auto components.
The removal of these duties
is expected to improve mar-
ket access for Indian export-
ers.

The agreement is aimed at
strengthening economic ties
between the two countries by
expanding opportunities
across goods and services
while encouraging greater
investment flows.

New Zealand has also
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committed to invest $20 bil-
lion in India over 15 years
under the broader economic
partnership.

The pact comes as India
continues to pursue trade
agreements aimed at expand-
ing export opportunities and
improving access to interna-
tional markets. The agree-
ment with New Zealand is
expected to provide Indian
businesses with greater ac-
cess to the country’s market
once it becomes operational.

The FTA is therefore set to
deepen bilateral economic
engagement, with Indian ex-
porters expected to benefit
from duty-free access across
the entire range of India’s
exports to New Zealand.

Pak sugar exports raise food security

NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s decision to allow
the export of 108,000 metric
tonnes of sugar has raised
concerns over domestic pric-
es, food security and the
country’s agricultural re-
sources, according to a report
published by The Express
Tribune.

The move marks a shift
from the government’s earli-
er approach of importing
sugar to maintain domestic
supplies and stabilise prices.
Critics fear that exporting
available stocks could reduce
buffer reserves and increase
the risk of shortages
if domestic supplies
tighten.

The policy could also ex-
pose consumers to higher
sugar prices, particularly if
imports become necessary in
the future to meet local de-
mand. Similar situations in
the past have resulted in Pa-
kistan importing sugar after
domestic supplies fell.

Environmental concerns
have also been raised over
the decision. Sugarcane is a
highly water-intensive crop
and relies heavily on Paki-

stan’s groundwater reserves,
which are already under pres-
sure. The report argued that
government support and ex-
port incentives for sugar pro-
ducers could effectively en-
courage the export of water
through sugar.

The policy could have wid-
er agricultural implications as
well. Increased emphasis on
sugarcane cultivation may di-
vert farmland and resources
away from other important
crops, including wheat, poten-
tially affecting food security.

The report also highlighted
concerns over the influence
of sugar mill owners on gov-
ernment policy. It referred to
previous warnings from the
Competition Commission of

concerns

Pakistan regarding the reli-
ability of industry data used
while making decisions on
sugar exports.

Earlier reform proposals
had called for reducing gov-
ernment intervention in the
sugar trade and allowing
market forces to determine
production, prices and im-
ports.

However, the latest
export decision has renewed
debate over the balance be-
tween supporting the sugar
industry and protecting con-
sumers. Critics warn that re-
ducing domestic stocks could
leave consumers exposed to
sharper price increases if
supplies become insufficient
in the coming months.

Passenger vehicle sales soar 36.5% in Aug

NEW DELHI

India produced more than
31.57 lakh vehicles in August
2026, while domestic
sales recorded strong growth
across passenger vehicles,
three-wheelers and
two-wheelers, according to
data released by the Society
of Indian Automobile Manu-
facturers (SIAM).

Passenger vehicle sales rose
36.5% year-on-year to
4,39,309 units in August,
compared with 3,21,901 units
during the same month last
year. SIAM said total produc-

tion of passenger vehicles,
three-wheelers, two- wheelers
and quadricycles stood at
31,57,822 units during the
month.

Three-wheeler sales in-
creased 22.8 per cent to
93,764 units from 76,324
units a year earlier. Within the
segment, passenger carrier
sales climbed 22.4 per cent to
78,680 units, while goods car-
rier sales rose 34.9 per cent to
13,320 units.

However, sales of e-rick-
shaws declined six per cent to
1,264 units, while e-cart sales
fell 38.3 per cent to 500 units.

Two-wheeler sales grew
10.5 per cent to 20,34,698
units from 18,41,954 units in
August 2025. Scooter sales
recorded a sharper rise of 23.8
per cent to 8,55,715 units,
while motorcycle sales in-
creased 2.4 per cent to
11,33,047 units.

SIAM Director General

Rajesh Menon said passenger
vehicles, three-wheelers and
two-wheelers recorded their
highest-ever August sales in
2026. He attributed the
growth partly to a lower base
in the previous year.

Menon said strong consum-
er confidence, resilient rural
markets, improving financing
conditions and growing adop-
tion of alternative drivetrains
were supporting demand. He
added that festive demand
was expected to provide an
additional boost and contrib-
ute to healthy second-quarter
numbers.

India’s imports from Chinarise to $65.49 billion

NEW DELHI

India’s imports from China
rose sharply to $65.49 billion
during April-August 2026-27,
making China the country’s
largest import source during
the five-month period, ac-
cording to Commerce Minis-
try data released on Tuesday.

Imports from China in-
creased from $51.56 billion
in the corresponding period
of 2025-26, reflecting a rise
of nearly $14 billion. Russia
was the second-largest im-
port source at $41.44 billion,
followed by the United States
at $28.09 billion and the
United Arab Emirates at

$24.36 billion.

India’s imports from South
Korea stood at $12.10 billion
during the period, while im-
ports from Saudi Arabia
reached $11.81 billion. Singa-
pore accounted for $11.40
billion in imports, followed
by Japan at $9.71 billion.

Hong Kong and Germany
also remained among India’s
major import sources during
the period, with imports val-
ued at $9.41 billion and $9.16
billion, respectively.

On the export side, the
United States remained In-
dia’s largest export destina-
tion during April-August
2026-27, with exports reach-

ing $42.79 billion.

The data highlights the con-
tinued importance of China in
India’s import basket, with
the country maintaining a
substantial lead over other
major trading partners during
the first five months of the fi-
nancial year.

India’s trade figures contin-
ue to be closely watched amid
efforts to strengthen domestic
manufacturing and diversify
supply chains. The widening
value of imports from China
also underscores the scale of
bilateral trade and India’s de-
pendence on Chinese goods
and components across sever-
al sectors.
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PARYUSHAN: A JOURNEY FROM SELF-PURIFICATION TO SELF-AWAKENING

aryushan Mahaparva, the
most significant spiritual
festival of Jainism, is be-
ing observed across the coun-
try with devotion, austerity,
self-discipline, meditation and
introspection. It is not merely
an eight-day religious obser-
vance; it is a profound oppor-
tunity to awaken the soul, pu-
rify one’s life and restore har-
mony in human relationships.
The concluding phase will be
marked by Samvatsari on Sep-
tember 14, followed by
Kshamapana and World Fel-
lowship Day on September 15,
when people seek forgiveness
from one another and reaffirm
the spirit of friendship. In es-
sence, Paryushan is a beautiful
spiritual journey—from
self-purification to universal
fellowship. The true meaning
of Paryushan is to turn inward,
become established in the self
and cleanse the layers of pas-
sions, impurities and negli-
gence that have accumulated
within us. Most of human life
is spent pursuing external
achievements, desires, compe-
tition and worldly ambitions.
We remain busy judging and
changing the world, but sel-
dom find time to look within
ourselves. Paryushan teaches
us to pause, introspect and dis-
cover our own inner reality.
That is why practices such as
meditation, austerity, scriptur-
al study, Samayik, Pratikra-
man and Pratyakhyan become
significant during these days.
They provide an opportunity
to transform life from within.
The relevance of Paryushan
has become even greater in the
world we live in today.
Warmth in family relation-
ships is gradually declining,
social divisions are deepening,
economic competition is push-
ing people into an endless race
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- LALIT GARG

“Paryushan Mahaparva provides a
profound opportunity to carry this
timeless message from the Jain
tradition to every individual and,
ultimately, to the entire world”.

for more, and political rivalry
often replaces dialogue with
confrontation. Distrust, vio-
lence and terrorism between
nations continue to challenge
humanity. In such circum-
stances, the message of Pary-
ushan is profoundly relevant:
outer peace begins with inner
peace. Unless human beings
reduce anger, ego, greed, de-
ceit, possessiveness, prejudice
and hatred within themselves,
lasting peace cannot be estab-
lished in families, societies or
the world. The central mes-
sage of Paryushan is intro-
spection. Pratikraman is the
spiritual process through
which this introspection takes
concrete form. Prati means
“back” and kraman means “to
move”—thus, Pratikraman
signifies returning to one’s
true self by turning away from
one’s mistakes. It means mov-
ing from falsehood to truth,
from negativity to goodness,
from negligence to awareness
and from hostility to friend-
ship. Mistakes are an inevita-
ble part of human life; the real
problem is our unwillingness
to acknowledge them. The
moment a person accepts a
mistake, the possibility of
transformation begins. But
when one remains busy justi-
fying one’s mistakes, the path
to self-improvement closes.
Samvatsari represents the
culmination of this process of
self-purification. It invites us
to review our conduct,
thoughts and actions through-
out the year and ask ourselves:
Whom have I hurt? Towards
whom have I developed re-
sentment? Whose feelings
have my words wounded?
When did ego influence my
behaviour? Where did anger,
greed or insistence overpower
my wisdom? Such introspec-

tion lightens the burden car-
ried within. Seeking forgive-
ness is not a sign of weakness;
it is a sign of inner strength. It
takes courage to acknowledge
one’s own mistake and an
even greater heart to forgive
another. The concluding mes-
sage of Paryushan is
Kshamapana, asking for and
granting forgiveness and uni-
versal fellowship. It is not
merely a ritual expression of
Micchami Dukkadam, but a

sincere resolve to remove bit-
terness and hostility from the
heart. Forgiveness becomes
meaningful only when it is
genuine. If we seek forgive-
ness with our lips while re-
sentment remains in our
hearts, the process remains
incomplete. Similarly, asking
forgiveness does not make a
person smaller; it makes the
relationship larger and more
meaningful.

Lord Mahavira’s eternal
message, “Mitti me savva bhu-
esu, veram majjham na kenai”,
“I have friendship with all liv-
ing beings and enmity with
none” is immensely relevant
to the contemporary world.

The Bhagavad Gita too pres-
ents the ideal of Atmaupamya:
seeing others as oneself and
recognising their joys and sor-
rows as one’s own. The es-
sence of both teachings is uni-
versal to treat another person’s
happiness and suffering as we
would our own. At a time
when bitterness and distance
are increasing in personal rela-
tionships, Paryushan can offer
a new perspective to families
as well. Whether between

spouses, parents and children,
siblings, friends or colleagues,
many conflicts can disappear
if people begin to understand
one another’s feelings instead
of focusing solely on their
own expectations. Everyone
speaks of rights, but when du-
ties and sensitivity receive
equal importance, relation-
ships become more harmoni-
ous. Forgiveness possesses the
remarkable power to repair
relationships and gradually re-
build even damaged trust.
The message of Paryushan
should not remain confined to
the Jain community. Non-vio-
lence, restraint, forgiveness,
friendship and peaceful coex-

istence are universal human
values. Religious beliefs may
differ and forms of worship
may vary, but respecting every
human being is not the mo-
nopoly of any one faith. Vio-
lence cannot provide a lasting
solution to any problem. It
breeds revenge, and revenge
gives birth to further violence.
Dialogue, tolerance, forgive-
ness and friendship, on the
other hand, create possibilities
for genuine resolution. The
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world today is passing through
an intense phase of economic,
political and strategic compe-
tition. Nations are seeking
greater power, markets are
constantly pursuing expansion,
and technology has given hu-
manity unprecedented capabil-
ities. But if technological
progress is not accompanied
by moral progress, develop-
ment itself can become a
source of danger. The world
therefore needs not merely
powerful nations, but sensitive
nations; not merely prosperous
societies, but societies com-
mitted to peaceful coexistence;
and not merely successful in-
dividuals, but people guided

by restraint, compassion and
ethical responsibility. Pary-
ushan offers precisely this bal-
ance: change yourself before
attempting to change the
world. When anger within is
calmed, conflict outside be-
gins to diminish. When ego is
reduced, relationships become
more natural. When greed de-
clines, exploitation decreases.
When friendship expands
within, trust grows in society.
Paryushan can therefore be-
come not merely a religious
observance but a movement
for the moral renewal of indi-
viduals and society.

The true celebration of Pa-
ryushan will begin when the
discipline of these eight days
becomes a way of life for the
rest of the year. The intro-
spection of Samvatsari
should not remain confined
to a single day, nor should
the spirit of forgiveness be-
come merely an annual ritu-
al. We should ask ourselves
every day: Whom did I bring
closer today? Whose pain did
I understand? Which bit-
terness did I remove from my
heart? This is the path of
genuine self-elevation. In-
deed, Paryushan is a spiritual
dawn that awakens human
beings from the sleep of neg-
ligence and leads them from
the darkness of ignorance to-
wards the light of awareness.
If Samvatsari on September
14 awakens us to our mis-
takes, and World Fellowship
Day on September 15 fills
our hearts with forgiveness,
compassion and friendship
for all, it will be the true ful-
filment of Paryushan. In to-
day’s troubled world, if there
is one force humanity needs
most, it is the force of
non-violence, forgiveness
and peaceful coexistence.

LET THE WATER FLOW, NOT THE DISPUTE, SON WATER
AGREEMENT PAVES A NEW PATH FOR COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM

flowing streams, but life-

lines that support agricul-
tural production, drinking
water supplies, industries,
ecosystems, and the liveli-
hoods of millions. However,
rivers can also cross state
boundaries, so their manage-
ment can lead to conflict be-
tween states. The recent Bi-
har-Jharkhand agreement on
the Son River, which aims to
resolve a nearly 25-year-old
water dispute through dia-
logue, is an important exam-
ple of sustainable water man-
agement a water issue that
can only be resolved through
cooperation, not conflict.

The main reason interstate
water conflicts persist is due
to conflicting interests in wa-
ter development. One state
may want to use more water
for irrigation, while another
for drinking water, industry,
or urban development. All of
these needs are legitimate, but
water is limited. If multiple
states depend on the same riv-
er, resources become scarce,
and balancing these needs
poses a challenge for the fed-
eral administration.

Water imbalances across
regions and seasons further
compound the complexities.
Areas that receive good rain-
fall during the monsoon sea-
son may experience heavy
rainfall during that time, but
may experience a lack of rain-
fall during the summer. Thus,
a river may be abundant one
year and scarce the next. This
situation is becoming even
more uncertain due to climate
change. Changing rainfall pat-
terns are altering river flows,

Interstate rivers are not just

while prolonged droughts and
extreme weather events are
also affecting water availabil-
ity and making projections
about water availability less
reliable.

Administrative reorganiza-
tion can also lead to disagree-
ments over historical agree-
ments. This is also the case
with Bihar-Jharkhand rela-
tions. Agreements reached
within the same administra-
tive structure may have to be
reconsidered if states are reor-
ganized and their agricultural,
demographic, and economic
needs evolve. The concept of
"fairness" prevalent decades
ago may not necessarily apply
in the current context.

Another major source of
conflict is the development
and utilization of ongoing
projects in the upstream areas.
Dams, barrages, and irrigation
schemes can impact water
supply and discharge sched-
ules in the downstream areas.
Lack of information sharing
and project coordination be-
tween states can also lead to
mistrust in technical exper-
tise.

The lack of transparent and
real-time hydrological data
further fuels disputes. States
may have different goals re-
garding the amount of water
allocated and the amount of
water available. Without
shared, scientifically accepted
information on rainfall, river
flows, reservoir levels, and
water use, negotiations can
easily devolve into debates
over conflicting demands.

If people become politically
organized, the situation could
worsen. The water issue is
emotive and directly impacts
farmers, families, and local
economies. If a technical
problem becomes a regional
issue or a political dispute,
compromise becomes diffi-
cult. This is the purpose of
institutional dialogue, so that
it does not become a protract-
ed federal conflict.

The Bihar-Jharkhand status
agreement for the Son River
exemplifies the importance of
negotiations. Both states have
attempted to resolve the dis-
pute non-violently by engag-
ing with each other to find a
mutually agreed solution. Ac-

On Global Diplomacy

The hosting of the BRICS Summit in New Delhi marks a pivotal mo-
ment for Global South diplomacy. As world leaders gather to address
trade, economic integration, and emerging technology frameworks, In-
dia’s leadership serves as a crucial bridge between differing global blocs.
To foster genuine multilateral progress, member nations must prioritize
tangible economic cooperation over ideological posturing. Resolving
regional trade imbalances and establishing transparent supply chain net-
works will ensure that the summit yields equitable benefits. A collabo-
rative approach in New Delhi can set a constructive precedent for future

international governance.

- R. K. Sharma

cording to reports, Bihar re-
ceived a water allocation of
5.75 billion acre-feet (MAF)
and Jharkhand 20 million acre-
feet (MAF). But the impact of
this agreement is not limited to
these figures; it has far-reach-
ing consequences. Its real sig-
nificance lies in the message it
sends that states are capable of
protecting their own interests
while also understanding the
needs of other states.

Dialogue can also provide
opportunities for better utili-
zation of shared infrastruc-
ture. Integrated water manage-
ment, rather than fragmented
water management, can yield
greater benefits from the In-
drapuri Barrage and its associ-
ated canal network. Shared
infrastructure should become
the basis for cooperation, not
a new cause for division. It is
time for India to move away
from a state-based approach
and adopt a river-basin-based
approach. A river basin is a
single ecological-economic
unit. Therefore, water plan-
ning must take into account
upstream and downstream
communities, groundwater,
environmental flows, agricul-
tural, drinking water, and in-
dustrial uses.

First, it is crucial to estab-
lish open and up-to-date pro-
cesses for sharing hydrologi-
cal data. All interested states
should have access to the
same reliable information.
Technology can help improve
the accuracy of river monitor-
ing and reduce conflicts over
data from different sources.

- DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

LETTERS TO EDITOR

On Urban Safety and Governance

The tragic collapse of a multi-storey building in Satya Niketan highlights the
systemic failure of urban safety oversight. Thousands of students reside in
uninspected paying guest accommodations that blatantly disregard building
codes and structural safety guidelines. The High Court’s directive to inspect
all hostellar properties across the capital is a necessary step toward account-
ability. However, municipal bodies must implement continuous monitoring
rather than reactive audits following disasters. Stricter compliance rules, rou-
tine structural tests, and harsh penalties against non-compliant property own-
ers are urgently required to ensure young lives are never compromised again.

— Ananya Deshmukh, New Delhi

FROM THE EAGLES TO THE OCEAN:
BIRDS HELPING BIRDS

he world of birds is full
I of remarkable connec-
tions. Birds may belong
to different species and live in
completely different environ-
ments, yet human communi-
ties can sometimes bring them
together in unexpected ways.
One such interesting connec-
tion links the Philadelphia
Eagles with the protection of
migrating seabirds.

The Philadelphia Eagles are
famous as an American foot-
ball team, but their name and
identity have also become
connected with a broader
message of bird conservation.
The idea of “birds helping
birds” shows how sport, pub-
lic awareness and environ-
mental responsibility can
come together for a meaning-
ful cause.

Migrating seabirds under-
take extraordinary journeys
across oceans and continents.
They depend on healthy
beaches, islands, wetlands
and coastal waters for food,
rest and breeding. During
these long journeys, they face
numerous threats, including
habitat destruction, pollution,
fishing-related dangers, cli-
mate change and disturbance
at important nesting sites.

This is where public sup-
port becomes valuable. A fa-
mous sports team has the abil-
ity to reach millions of peo-
ple. When an organisation
associated with the word “Ea-
gles” draws attention to real
birds and their conservation,
it can turn an environmental
issue into something people
can easily understand and re-
member.

The story also reminds us

DR. VIJAY GARG

“From the Eagles to the ocean,
every wing matters”.

that conservation is not limit-
ed to scientists, wildlife de-
partments or environmental
organisations. Schools, sports
teams, businesses, communi-
ties and ordinary citizens can
all contribute. Protecting a
beach, reducing plastic waste,
keeping nesting areas undis-
turbed or supporting conser-
vation programmes may ap-
pear to be small actions, but
together they can make a dif-
ference.

There is also a beautiful
symbolism in the connection.
An eagle represents strength
and freedom, while a migrat-

ing seabird represents endur-
ance and an extraordinary in-
stinct for navigation. Both
remind us of the remarkable
diversity of life in the sky.

Bird conservation ultimate-
ly benefits humans as well.
Birds are important parts of
ecosystems, helping control
insects, disperse seeds, recy-
cle nutrients and indicate the
health of natural habitats.

The message is simple but
powerful: different birds may
follow different paths, but
they share one sky and one
planet.

When the world of sport
helps draw attention to the
world of wildlife, a game can
become more than entertain-
ment it can become a plat-
form for protecting nature.

On Environment and Conservation

The Supreme Court’s firm stance setting a strict November deadline for de-
fining the Aravalli range offers hope for an imperiled ecosystem. Delays in
finalizing ecological boundaries have long left this vital natural shield vulner-
able to illegal mining and unchecked urban sprawl. The Aravallis play an ir-
replaceable role in checking desertification and replenishing depleted ground-
water reserves across northern India. Committee members and policymakers
must meet the court's deadline without seeking further extensions. Defining
clear statutory protections and strictly enforcing land preservation rules are
paramount to protecting environmental health for future generations.

— Vikramaditya Sen, Gurugram
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Bengal launches Al-
enabled app to curb land,
property registration fraud

Kolkata
The West Bengal gov-
ernment has launched a
technology-driven mo-
bile application to pre-
vent fraud and forgery in
land, flat, and house
registrations by intro-
ducing a mandatory
identity verification
mechanism for buyers
and sellers. The new
app, named ‘Apani’, has
been developed to ad-
dress complaints of
properties being sold or
registered in the name
of individuals without
their knowledge. Under
the new system, both
buyers and sellers will
be required to complete
identity verification
through the mobile ap-
plication before the reg-
istration process can
proceed.

India, China working to
address trade
imbalanceissuve

New Delhi
Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agarwal said
that India and China
were working to address
concerns over bilateral
trade, including the
structural imbalance
and supply-chain chal-
lenges. The two coun-
tries are exploring
measures to narrow the
trade gap and make
cross-border commerce
more balanced, the offi-
cial said here. The
BRICS meeting in New
Delhi, last week, provid-
ed an opportunity for
senior officials from the
two countries to take up
trade concerns, with
more talks expected as
India and China work
toward resolving the is-
sues that have strained
their economic relation-
ship.

Kishau MoU boosts
Shekhawati water security

Six states sign Kishau MoU, advancing a Rs 15,000 crore multipurpose project
expected to significantly strengthen Shekhawati’s water security, irrigation,
drinking water access and regional development over the coming years.

JAIPUR

The long-pending Kishau
Multipurpose Project moved
closer to implementation on
Tuesday with six participating
states signing a memorandum
of understanding in New Del-
hi, in a move aimed at
strengthening water security
across North India.The agree-
ment was signed at a meeting
chaired by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, with Rajas-
than Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma and the chief minis-
ters of the other participating
states signing the MoU in the
presence of Union Jal Shakti
Minister C.R. Patil.The proj-
ect, proposed on the Tons
River along the Uttara-
khand-Himachal Pradesh bor-
der, is estimated to cost

around Rs 15,000 crore and
will generate 660 MW of hy-
droelectric power. Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana are expected to
benefit from the project.

For Rajasthan, the project
could be significant for the
water-scarce Shekhawati re-
gion, including Sikar, Churu
and Jhunjhunu. Under the re-
vised arrangement, part of
Himachal Pradesh’s allocated
water share will be made

Rs 15,000 Crore Project

To Transform Rajasthan

Water Suppl
m Rs 15,000 crore: Esti-
mated project cost

= 660 MW: Hydroelec-
tric power generation
capacity

m 124 MCM: Rajasthan’s
proposed water alloca-
tion

= Six states: Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana

m 90%: Central assistance
for the water component

available to Rajasthan and
Delhi, while participating

states will contribute towards
the power component cost
linked to Himachal Pradesh.

The Centre will provide 90
per cent of the water compo-
nent cost, with states contrib-
uting the remaining 10 per
cent. The project has also
been included among Nation-
al Projects.A proposed 124
MCM of Rajasthan’s allocat-
ed water will be conveyed to
Churu through Haryana’s
Hansi-Butana system using
three underground pipelines.
The supply is expected to
strengthen drinking water
availability, support irrigation
and improve social and eco-
nomic prospects across Shek-
hawati.Construction, opera-
tion and maintenance will be
handled by Kishau Corpora-
tion Limited.

BJP confident of Bengal bypoll wins

NEWTOWN

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Tuesday announced its
candidates for the Nandigram
and Rejinagar Assembly by-
polls in West Bengal, with
Minister of State and former
state BJP president Sukanta
Majumdar expressing confi-
dence that the party will win
both seats on October 6.

The BJP has fielded Hasir-
ani Rath from Nandigram
and Sakharav Sarkar from
Rejinagar. Rath is the mother
of Chandranath Rath, a for-
mer personal assistant to
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari. Sarkar is a former
BJP president of Murshi-
dabad district and currently
serves on the party’s state
committee.

Majumdar said the BJP
candidates were capable of

BJP BYPOLL PICKS

Nandigram: Hasirani Rath

Rejinagar: Sakharav
Sarkar

Polling date: October 6

Rath: Mother of former Su-
vendu Adhikari aide Chan-
dranath Rath

securing victories despite the
presence of multiple political
parties in the contest. He
pointed to the possibility of
the Left, Congress and Trin-
amool Congress fielding can-
didates in Rejinagar and said
the resulting political contest
could work in the BJP’s fa-
vour.“Both BJP candidates
will win,” Majumdar told

IANS, arguing that the polit-
ical combination emerging
ahead of the bypolls would
ultimately benefit his party.

The BJP leader also com-
mented on the Bengal CID
investigation involving the
residence of Trinamool Con-
gress MP Abhishek Banerjee.
He said the investigation
would proceed based on in-
formation provided by ac-
cused individuals and docu-
ments recovered by investi-
gators.Majumdar further as-
serted that the Uniform Civil
Code would be implemented
in West Bengal. He referred
to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s remarks and
said the BJP government was
working towards the mea-
sure.According to Majumdar,
a committee has already been
formed and is consulting var-
ious stakeholders.

BJP launches
major nationwide
public service
drive

NEW DELHI

The ruling party has an-
nounced a massive
month-long campaign
named the Seva Sankalp
Abhiyaan to mark Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday and his remark-
able 25 years in public
office.

Beginning September
17, the nationwide initia-
tive will feature special
cleanliness drives, tree
plantation programs, and
community discussions. A
key highlight is the Seva
Yatra, where dedicated
groups will journey across
rural areas.

BJP gets urban
poll boost in
Rajasthan

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Tues-
day said the BJP’s perfor-
mance in the state’s Urban
Local Body elections reflect-
ed public approval of the gov-
ernment’s work over two-and-
a-half years under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship.

The ruling BJP won 4,179
wards, finishing ahead of the
Congress, which secured
3,613 wards. The BJP also se-
cured clear majorities in four
of Rajasthan’s 10 municipal
corporations, while Indepen-
dents emerged as a major
force with 2,273 wards.

Sharma said the outcome
demonstrated faith in devel-
opment initiatives undertaken
by state and Central govern-
ments. He highlighted proj-
ects and programmes cover-
ing water, investment, metro
expansion and tourism.

“Certainly, under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the work accom-
plished in Rajasthan over the
past two-and-a-half years has
received the seal of approval
from the people of Rajas-
than,” Sharma said.

He also claimed that his
government had fulfilled 78
per cent of the promises made

BJP won 4,179 wards
against Congress’s
3,613, while Indepen-
dents secured 2,273. The
BJP won clear majorities
in four of 10 municipal
corporations. Bharatpur
saw Independents take
36 of 65 wards, adding
significance because it is
Sharma’s hometown.

in its election manifesto with-
in two-and-a-half years. The
chief minister thanked Rajas-
than’s youth and voters for
supporting the BJP and said
the result reflected their con-
fidence in Modi’s vision.

However, the election ver-
dict also produced setbacks
for the ruling party. Congress
won a majority in the Bikaner
Municipal Corporation and
secured a significant victory
in the Jhalawar Municipal
Council, a stronghold of for-
mer chief minister Vasundha-
ra Raje.

The most striking result
came from Bharatpur, Shar-
ma’s hometown. Indepen-
dents won 36 of 65 wards,
compared with 20 for BJP and
seven for Congress.

BSP and RLP won one
ward each, making the verdict
politically significant.

Patiala House Court grants
interim bail to Bhardwayj

NEW DELHI

The Patiala House Court on
Tuesday granted three weeks’
interim bail to self-styled “in-
fluencer” Swatantra Bhardwaj,
who is in judicial custody in
connection with the alleged
assault of the father of a minor
activist during a protest at Jan-
tar Mantar. Additional Sessions
Judge Saurabh Pratap Singh

Laler of the Patiala House
Court passed the order grant-
ing Bhardwaj interim relief.
The development comes a day
after the court had reserved its
order on Bhardwaj’s regular
bail plea. During the hearing,
the court had questioned the
Delhi Police on whether
Bhardwaj had used caste-in-
dicative words at the time of
the alleged incident.

EOW arrests fugitive in
Burari jewellery scheme fraud

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police's Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) on
Tuesday arrested a 24-year-
old man for allegedly cheat-
ing more than 700 people of
approximately Rs 1.5 crore
through a jewellery kitty
scheme.

The accused, identified as
Aniket Verma, lured members
of the public into depositing
Rs 1,000 every month with
the promise of receiving jew-
ellery worth Rs 28,000, or an
equivalent amount, after com-
pletion of the 24-month kitty
period.According to the
EOW, a multi-victim case was
registered under FIR No.
128/25 dated October 8, 2025,
under Sections 420, 406 and
120B of the IPC. The case
was registered on the com-
plaint of multiple victims
against Naresh Kumar Verma,
proprietor of M/s Baba Shy-
am Giri Jewellers in Jagatpur,
Burari, and his son Aniket
Verma.

The accused persons oper-
ated jewellery kitty societies
and committees in the Burari
area and induced members of

the public to deposit money
by assuring them of substan-
tial returns or equivalent jew-
ellery upon completion of the
scheme. By enrolling a large
number of people, the ac-
cused collected approximately
Rs 1.5 crore from more than
700 victims.

During the investigation,
the EOW found that the ac-
cused persons collected cash
instalments from members of
the kitty societies. Handwrit-
ten receipts acknowledging
the payments and bearing the
signatures of the accused
were obtained and seized
from victims, providing doc-
umentary evidence of the al-
leged collections.The investi-
gation further revealed that
both accused persons had al-
legedly fled Delhi after dis-
posing of their properties, and
their whereabouts could not
initially be ascertained. Sub-
sequently, Look Out Circulars
(LOCs) were issued against
the Vermas to facilitate their
apprehension.Further investi-
gation revealed that the ac-
cused persons had shifted to
Dubai, where they were resid-
ing with their family.

CHANDIGARH

Congress Punjab in-charge
Sachin Pilot on Tuesday led a
protest march against the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment, demanding the resigna-
tion of Finance Minister Har-
pal Singh Cheema over the
alleged suicide of Sangrur
resident Gulzar Singh.Gulzar
Singh had publicly raised con-
cerns about the availability of
drugs, commonly referred to
as “chitta”, in his village and
had questioned Cheema on the
issue. He allegedly consumed
poison after claiming that he
faced pressure and intimida-
tion following his public inter-

vention.Pilot accused the Pun-
jab government of failing to
respond adequately to the mat-
ter and said Cheema had been
named by Gulzar Singh. He
demanded an inquiry and reg-
istration of an FIR, alleging
that pressure had been placed

BJP QUESTIONS RAHUL GANDHI
OVER ED ACTION AGAINST AIDES

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday ques-
tioned Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi's "si-
lence" following the En-
forcement Directorate's
(ED) actions against the
aides of two senior Con-
gress leaders in connec-
tion with exam irregulari-
ties.

The BIJP's reaction
comes after former Uttara-
khand Chief Minister and
senior Congress leader
Harish Rawat resigned
from two party posts after
the ED seized large
amount of cash and jewel-
lery from his personal as-
sistant (PA) Chandan
Singh Jeena.

The ED arrested former
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel's former OSD
Chetan Borghariya, in the
case of illegal appoint-
ments of DSPs and Collec-
tors through exam paper
leaks.

Pilot Sachm leads Punjab ‘anti-drug’ protest

on the victim.“The Finance
Minster is responsible for this,
and he has been named by
Gulzar Singh,” Pilot told
IANS, adding that the govern-
ment had become disconnect-
ed from the people and was
not addressing the wider drug

Addressing a press con-
ference, BJP MP Bansuri
Swaraj said: "It seems that
the only business conduct-
ed in the Congress party’s
so-called ‘Mohabbat ki

Dukaan’, is that of corrup-
tion. I want to ask Rahul
Gandhi, on one hand, he
talks about students, but
when people from his own
party tamper with the fu-
ture of the nation’s youth
and students, does that
'goonj' fail to reach his
ears?"

Bansuri Swaraj's jibe
was in reference to LoP

Rahul Gandhi's 'Chattron
ki Goonj' programmes
over the repeated NEET
paper leaks in the country.

She further said: "All of
you recently witnessed
that in Uttarakhand, the
ED raided the premises of
former Chief Minister
Harish Rawat's PA in con-
nection with the VPDO
exam scam.

The ED recovered assets
and properties vastly dis-
proportionate to the PA's
known sources of income
during the raids.

This raises grave ques-
tions regarding the Con-
gress government's ma-
chinery, especially their
recruitment system."

Referring to the arrest of
Bhupesh Baghel's former
OSD in the purported CG-
PSC scam, she reiterated
that such incidents raise
grave questions. "Recent-
ly, the son of a politician
has been accused of taking
cut money in outsourced
recruitments in Himachal
Pradesh," she claimed.

m Sachin Pilot: “They
won'’t be able to sup-
press the voice of the
people of Punjab.”

m Sachin Pilot: “This
issue is not about one
person or one party. It is
an issue concerning the
entire state and the new
generation of Punjab.”

m Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa: “We want
the Minister to be
arrested and immedi-
ately removed from the
ministry.”

problem in Punjab.The Con-
gress leader also accused the

AAP government of attempt-
ing to suppress the protest
through baton charges and wa-
ter cannons. He said the Con-
gress would continue raising
the issue, describing it as a
matter concerning Punjab’s
youth and future. Pilot also al-
leged that political and admin-
istrative authorities could not
be unaware of the drug trade
operating in the state.Congress
MP Sukhjinder Singh Randha-
wa demanded Cheema’s im-
mediate removal and arrest,
pointing out that an FIR had
allegedly been registered
against the village sarpanch
but not against the minister.

Jharkhand HC orders quick
response in JPSC case

RANCHI

The Jharkhand High Court on
Tuesday continued its interim
stay on the state government's
decision to cancel appoint-
ments made through several
recruitment examinations, in-
cluding the JPSC 11th to 13th
Combined Civil Services Ex-
aminations, CDPO, FSO and
JSSC-CGL.

A bench of Justice Deepak
Roshan directed the state gov-
ernment to clarify its stand
and submit a response within
48 hours. The matter will next
be heard on September 18.

During the hearing, the
state government informed
the court that a report on the
progress of the ongoing CID
investigation would be sub-
mitted in a sealed cover.

The government also
sought additional time to file
an affidavit detailing the sta-
tus of the probe and requested
a week's extension for the
purpose. However, the court
declined the request and al-
lowed only 48 hours for filing
the response.

The bench also orally ob-
served that the matter con-
cerns the future of a large
number of candidates and em-
ployees who had secured ap-

pointments through the re-
cruitment process, and there-
fore could not be subjected to
unnecessary delays. It also
commented on the pace of the
CID investigation and asked
the government to provide a
clear and time-bound update
on the probe.

Appearing for the
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC), advo-
cate Sanjoy Piprawal present-
ed the commission's case. The
petitioners were represented
by senior advocate Indrajit
Sinha along with advocates
Amritansh Vats, Chanchal
Jain and others.

The state government was
represented by senior Su-
preme Court advocate
Meenakshi Arora along with
the Advocate General. The
controversy arose after the
state government decided to
cancel appointments linked to
examinations in which TDPL,
a company associated with
conducting the recruitment
tests, had played a role.

The government ordered
the cancellation of appoint-
ments made through the JPSC
11th to 13th Combined Civil
Services Examinations, JP-
SC-CGL, CDPO, FSO and
JSSC-CGL, among others.

Nitin Nabin to visit Mumbai,
Pune Ganesh Pandals

MUMBAI

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National President, Nitin Nabin, will
undertake a significant one-day religious and spiritual visit to
Maharashtra on Wednesday, visiting prominent Ganesh pandals
and temples in Mumbai and Pune during the ongoing Ganeshot-
sav celebrations.On the auspicious occasion of the holy Gane-
shotsav, Nabin will visit several prominent places of worship and
Ganesh pandals across the two cities to offer prayers and seek the
blessings of Vighnaharta Lord Ganesh. During his visit, he will
pray for peace, prosperity and the overall well-being of Maha-
rashtra as well as the entire country.Nabin is scheduled to arrive
at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport in Mum-
bai at 10:20 a.m. From the airport, the BJP National President will
proceed directly to the historic Shri Siddhivinayak Temple, where
he will offer prayers and perform darshan of Lord Ganesh.
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SCissues notice to
education secretary over
alleged non-compliance

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued notice in
contempt proceedings
against the Secretary of
the Union Education
Ministry over alleged
non-compliance with its
direction to take a deci-
sion on a representation
seeking registration, rec-
ognition, regulation, and
monitoring of institu-
tions imparting secular
or religious education to
children below the age
of 14 years. A Bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta
and Sheel Nagu sought
a response from the of-
ficial, T.K. Anil Kumar of
the IAS, on the con-
tempt petition filed by
advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhyay, alleging
that the Centre failed to
comply with the apex
court’s direction within
the stipulated period.

‘Unless weinstil fear of law,
suchincidents will continue”:
Gurugram victim Sia

New Delhi
Gurugram'’s Golf Course
Road hit-and-run victim

Sia on Tuesday called
for strict action against
those who harass and
endanger people on the
roads, saying such inci-
dents will continue un-
less there is a strong
fear of the law. Sia said
she had narrated the
entire incident to the
police, as she alleged
that the occupants of
the car were trying to
harass her and that
there had been an at-
tempt on her life. “As |
showed in the video, he
was driving from my
side. | told the police
everything, how they
were trying to harass
me, molest me, and
how an attempt was
made on my life,” she
said. “l also gave him a
sign to drive far from
me. | was afraid that
they would hit me, so |
rode my bike farther away.

Kolkata police probe
tantrik extortion
complaint

Kolkata
A Kolkata woman has
lodged a police complaint
against a self-styled tantrik,
accusing him of extorting Rs
7.66 lakh from her on the
false promise of resolving
her marital and health-re-
lated problems through oc-
cult practices and special
rituals, police said on Tues-
day.The incident took place
recently in the Watganj area
in Kolkata but came to light
after a complaint was
lodged, police added.
According to police, the ac-
cused came in contact with
the woman through Face-
book. Believing his claims
that he could improve her
relationship with her hus-
band, address health con-
cerns, and ward off future
dangers through tantric ritu-
als, the woman reached out
to him using a phone num-
ber listed on his social me-
dia profile.

- Suvendu alleges 'nephew-
ang' behind ex-PA's killing

BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari has alleged that a “nephew-gang” conspired to kill
former aide Chandranath Rath, as his mother entered the Nandigram poll contest.

KOLKATA

BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari
on Tuesday alleged that a
“nephew-gang”, an indirect
reference to Trinamool Con-
gress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, was be-
hind the murder of his former
personal assistant Chan-
dranath Rath.

Adhikari made the allega-
tion as Hasirani Rath, Chan-
dranath’s mother, filed her
nomination as a BJP candi-
date from Nandigram Assem-
bly constituency. The constit-
uency is scheduled to go to
polls on October 6.

Chandranath Rath, a retired
Indian Air Force serviceman,
was shot dead in Madhyam-
gram, North 24 Parganas, on
the evening of May 6, two

days after the West Bengal
Assembly election results
were announced. He was re-
portedly returning home when
unidentified attackers opened
fire on him from point-blank
range.

Although Adhikari did not
name any individual directly,
his reference to the “neph-
ew-gang” was understood as
an indication towards
Abhishek Banerjee, the Dia-
mond Harbour Lok Sabha
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Chandranath Rath was shot
dead in Madhyamgram,

His mother Hasirani Rath files
BJP nomination,

Adhikari claims Rs 2 crore
contract killing,

CBl is investigating the
murder case,

member and nephew of for-
mer Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.

“I have received specific
information that the ‘neph-
ew-gang’ was behind Chan-
dranath’s murder,” Adhikari
alleged. He further claimed
that contract killers had been

hired for Rs 2 crore to carry
out the assassination.

Adhikari also said he had
heard multiple call recordings
which, according to him,
pointed towards a conspiracy
behind Rath’s killing. He al-
leged that Chandranath was
targeted because of his asso-
ciation with him while serv-
ing as his principal aide when
Adhikari was Leader of Op-
position in the West Bengal
Assembly.

The West Bengal Police ini-
tially investigated the case
before the Central Bureau of
Investigation took over the
probe. Seven people have so
far been arrested in connec-
tion with the murder, but
questions remain over who
allegedly masterminded the
killing.

Manipur governor urges youth
to drive development

IMPHAL

Manipur Governor Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla on Tuesday high-
lighted the crucial role of
young people in achieving
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of Viksit
Bharat-2047, urging them to
contribute meaningfully
through their respective
fields.

Addressing the presenta-
tion ceremony of the Gover-
nor’s Award, 2026 and Raj-
kumari Sanatombi Devi
Awards, 2026, Bhalla said
Viksit Bharat-2047 and
Viksit Manipur-2047 remain
key priorities and can be
achieved only through the
wholehearted participation of
citizens, particularly the
younger generation.

Congratulating the
awardees, the Governor said
their achievements reflected
dedication, hard work and
commitment. He noted that
awards not only recognise
excellence but also motivate
others to pursue higher stan-
dards.

Bhalla recalled that the
Governor’s Award, instituted
in 1998, recognises excel-
lence in academics and
co-curricular activities
among students of Rajkumari

Viksit Bharat-2047 as well as Viksit
Manipur-2047 are priorities of the
government.

Ajay Kumar Bhalla

Sanatombi Devi Vidyalaya.
The Rajkumari Sanatombi
Devi Awards, established in
1983, recognise achieve-
ments across teaching, teach-
er education, nursing, sports,
social work, the differently
abled category and co-curric-
ular activities.

Emphasising holistic edu-
cation, Bhalla said excellence
extends beyond academics.
Participation in sports and
co-curricular activities, he
said, helps students build
confidence, teamwork, lead-
ership skills and a sense of
responsibility.
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He also acknowledged the
role played by parents, teach-
ers, coaches, institutions and
communities in supporting
the awardees. He urged re-
cipients to uphold discipline,
perseverance, integrity and a
spirit of service.

The Governor’s Award,
2026 was presented to Sushi-
tra Ningthemchamayum, a
Class 11 Science student of
R.K. Sanatombi Devi Vidya-
laya.

Bhalla also honoured se-
lected students and personal-
ities with the Rajkumari San-
atombi Devi Awards for their
contributions across multiple
fields. Manipur University
Vice Chancellor Prof. R.K.
Hemakumar Singh and
Awards Selection Board
Chairman Dr R.K. Nimai
Singh attended the ceremony.

Punjab police
take Bishnoi aide
into custody at
Delhi airport

CHANDIGARH

In another breakthrough
against transnational organ-
ised crime, Punjab Police’s
Anti-Gangster Task Force
(AGTF) has taken custody of
Karamveer Singh, a close as-
sociate of gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, on his arrival at the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport in New Delhi
following his deportation
from Canada.

Director General of Police
Gaurav Yadav said Karam-
veer Singh had provided lo-
gistical support and a hideout
to Anmol Bishnoi in the US.
He was wanted in the first in-
formation report (FIR) regis-
tered in Mohali under relevant
sections of the IPC, the Arms
Act and the Passport Act.

A Look Out Circular (LOC)
was initiated by AGTF Punjab
on September 3. He said the
accused has a criminal history
involving cases related to
murder, attempt to murder,
robbery, extortion, Arms Act
offences and other criminal
activities.

Further investigation is un-
derway to uncover his wider
criminal network and activi-
ties.

Tech leadership
essential for future

warfare:

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday called for
greater investment in innova-
tion and technology, stressing
their importance for strength-
ening India’s defence capa-
bilities and securing strategic
advantages in future warfare.

Addressing the DRDO-In-
dustry Synergy Meet VI-
MARSH 2026 in New Delhi,
themed ‘Varta Se Vikas’,
Singh described technology
as a powerful tool of the 21st
century. He said technologi-
cal capability can shape In-
dia’s future, strengthen
self-reliance and strengthen
India’s strategic position.

The Defence Minister
highlighted the emergence of
a new generation of Indian
defence startups working in
areas including drone tech-
nology, Artificial Intelligence
and cyber security. He said
these enterprises were giving
a fresh direction to the de-
fence landscape, while inno-
vations today could become
tomorrow’s military capabil-
ities.

“Whoever leads technolo-
gy today will gain a strategic
advantage in future warfare,”
Singh said, underlining the
importance of maintaining
technological leadership.

He also urged India’s
youth to develop confidence
in indigenous capabilities
and contribute to self-reli-
ance. Singh said startups and
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises have become im-
portant drivers of innovation,
ranging from deep technolo-
gy to futuristic defence solu-

Rajnath

Rajnath Singh urged
stronger technology and
innovation efforts, saying

indigenous capabilities
are vital for India’s
defence strength and
strategic advantage.

KEY FOCUS:
DEFENCE STARTUPS,
DRONES, Al, CYBER
SECURITY, DEEP
TECH AND FUTURIS-
TIC TECHNOLOGIES.
SINGH CALLED FOR
STRONGER DRDO-IN-
DUSTRY-ARMED
FORCES COLLABORA-
TION TO ACCELERATE
TECHNOLOGY DE-
VELOPMENT, BOOST
SELF-RELIANCE AND
STRENGTHEN INDIA'S
MILITARY CAPABILI-
TIES.

tions.Calling for stronger
coordination among DRDO,
industry and the Armed Forc-
es, Singh said closer collabo-
ration would accelerate tech-
nology development and re-
duce dependence on external
sources.He stressed that the
defence sector would play a
decisive role in achieving the
goal of Developed India
2047. According to Singh,
combining DRDQO’s research,
industrial manufacturing,
startup innovation and youth
aspirations would strengthen
India’s military capability.

The minister described
this convergence as the col-
lective strength of a new In-
dia.

Uddhav Thackeray’s govt turned
blind eye, claims BJP’s Ram Kadam

MUMBAI

BJP MLA Ram Kadam on
Tuesday blamed the previous
Uddhav Thackeray-led gov-
ernment of turning a "blind
eye" to the Disha Salian death
case and alleged that the po-
lice tried to "cover up" the
matter to protect the individ-
uvals whose names have
emerged in the case.Kadam
said, "At the time of Disha’s
death, her father repeatedly
came forward, expressing his
anguish and seeking justice,
saying that his daughter had

been murdered and that she
had been subjected to torture
and atrocities before her
death. He also raised suspi-
cions of gang-rape. Despite
this, the Uddhav Thackeray
government at the time ap-
peared to turn a blind eye,
while the police seemed to be
trying to cover up the matter.
Why was a case not registered
at the time? What was the rea-
son?”The BJP MLA alleged,
“A sting operation which
came to light showed a person
present there at the time of the
post-mortem.

CBI seeks tlme on ex-]udge s bail application

JABALPUR

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court on Tuesday granted
no immediate relief to for-
mer district judge Giribala
Singh, who is in jail in
connection with the death
of her daughter-in-law and
model-actress Twisha
Sharma, deferring consid-
eration of her bail plea.
The court sought a re-
sponse from the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Giribala Singh’s
bail application and grant-
ed the agency a week’s
time to file its reply. The
matter has now been fixed
for hearing after a week.
A single bench of Justice

NEW DELHI

Search and rescue operations
are continuing to locate an In-
dian seafarer who remains
missing after a commercial
vessel carrying 14 Indian na-
tionals was attacked off the
coast of Oman on Sunday, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said on Tuesday.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said 13 of the 14 Indi-
an seafarers aboard the Pana-
ma-flagged vessel had been
rescued with assistance from
the Omani authorities. One
Indian national remains unac-
counted for, with search
teams continuing efforts to

locate him.

“The seafarer was on board.
Search and rescue operations
continue with the help of the
Omani authorities,” Jaiswal
said during the ministry’s
bi-weekly media briefing in
New Delhi.

Ajay Kumar Nirankari
heard arguments from both
sides during the hearing.

Senior advocate Suren-
dra Singh, appearing for
Giribala Singh, sought bail
on the grounds of her age
and health condition.

The defence argued that
she had not committed any

One Indian Seafarer M lssmgAfter Oman Attack

The Indian Embassy in
Oman is closely monitoring
the situation and coordinating
with Omani authorities in-
volved in the rescue opera-
tion.The incident has also
prompted India to reiterate its
concerns over attacks target-

act that could make her li-
able for the alleged of-
fence and there was no
material to suggest that
she had instigated her
daughter-in-law to die by
suicide.The defence also
assured the court that Giri-
bala Singh would fully co-
operate with the investiga-
tion and comply with any
conditions imposed by the
court if granted bail.

The CBI sought one
week’s time to respond to
the bail plea and said it
wanted to place the case
diary before the court.

The agency has also
filed its objection to the
bail application, according
to the defence counsel. Af-

ter hearing the submis-
sions, the court granted the
CBI time to file its re-
sponse and posted the mat-
ter for hearing after a
week.

Giribala Singh, who is
currently in jail, will con-
tinue to remain in custody
till then. Twisha Sharma
died under suspicious cir-
cumstances at her in-laws’
residence in the Katara
Hills area of Bhopal on
May 12, with her family
alleging foul play.

The CBI, which is prob-
ing the case, filed a 636-
page charge sheet in Au-
gust against Twisha’s hus-
band Samarth Singh and
Giribala Singh.

G

Targeting of commercial shipping,
targeting of seafarers, civilians and
civilian infrastructure in the region is
unacceptable to us.

Randhir Jaiswal, MEA

spokesperson

ing commercial shipping and
civilian infrastructure in the
region. Jaiswal said such tar-
geting was unacceptable and
called for the restoration of
free and safe navigation
through international and na-
tional waterways.

The MEA had earlier con-
demned the attack on the
commercial vessel MT El

Gaia and urged immediate
de-escalation, dialogue and
diplomacy to restore peace in
the region.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy said the super oil tanker
El Gaia caught fire after hit-
ting naval mines while at-
tempting to cross the Strait of
Hormuz through what it de-
scribed as a “forbidden” route
south of the waterway.

According to the IRGC,
warnings had been issued
about the risks of using the
route. It maintained that the
Strait of Hormuz remained
closed and under the control
of Iranian naval forces.

Main focus now on
international Ramkatha
museum: Nripendra Misra

AYODHYA

Ram Mandir Construction
Committee Chairman,
Nripendra Misra, on Tuesday
said that the main construc-
tion of the Ram Temple in the
Ram Janmbhoomi complex
has been completed and add-
ed that the committee’s pri-
mary focus has now shifted to
establishing the International
Ramkatha Museum. He said
tenders for this project would
be floated from October 10.

Speaking to reporters,
Nripendra Misra said, “There
will be a discussion on the
museum today as well. The
biggest work for the museum
is now about to begin. Ten-
ders for each gallery will be
issued from October 10.
There are 20 galleries in to-
tal-Gallery 1, Gallery 2, and
so on.”

He further said that the
theme for each gallery was
different and has already been
decided. “The theme for each
gallery has been decided, and
the storyline has also been fi-
nalised. Our Director, Sanjeev
Kumar Singh, has worked
very hard to prepare the entire
storyline,” he said.

Misra said that videos will
now have to be created using
various technologies, includ-
ing immersive technology, 3D
technology and others.

“Based on that, videos will
now have to be created using

various technologies, includ-
ing immersive technology, 3D
technology and others. The
tender for the technology, in-
cluding the hardware and
software required, is expected
to be issued by October 10.
The tender is likely to be fi-
nalised by the end of October,
after which it will take around
six months to complete the
galleries,” he said.

Misra added that now that
the construction of the Ram
temple has been completed,
the focus has shifted to taking
the remaining work to its log-
ical conclusion.

“Our main focus now is on
the International Ramkatha
Museum. Within the temple
complex, and outside the
complex, there is an auditori-
um whose construction is cur-
rently underway.

There has been a delay of
around three to four months
in its construction.

However, we hope that it
will definitely be completed
by January or February,” he
added.




CITYSHILIGHTS

MANGALURU

WEDNESDAY » SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

WeeksafterNepal
flood, kinof missing |
hold out hope

Kathmandu
Every day since a torrent
of mud and rocks de-
stroyed a Nepal-China
border crossing high up
in the Himalayas last
month, Arushi Gupta’s
parents have called and
messaged their missing
daughter hoping she
somehow survived. The
last photo she sent on
the day of the flood was
the facade of the Gy-
irong Port immigration
post. But the calls and
messages from her par-
ents, who are among
many families in Nepal
and abroad awaiting
news of loved ones,
have gone unanswered.

Survivor saw vessel
capsize, waited 10 hrs
for rescue

JAKARTA
Rizky Apriansyah was
asleep on the top deck
of the Virgo Transport 8,
the ferry that capsized in
Indonesia’s Java Sea,
when friends woke him
up at around 1a.m. on
Sunday, urging him to
grab a life jacket. Pan-
icked, he and his four
friends rushed out of
their room. Rizky, who
worked as a waiter on-
board, recalled seeing
waves as highas 3to 4
metres hitting the vessel
multiple times, sending
the ship listing even fur-
ther. No alarm was rung,
he said, and he feared
other passengers might
not be aware of the im-
pending tragedy.

Houthis escalate attacks on Saudi

Houthis strengthens Red Sea positions, raising fresh concerns over regional escalation and global oil supplies.

Houthi attacks escalate Red Sea regional tensions

m Houthis launch dozens of missiles and drones at southern Saudi Arabia

RIYAD

Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthis
launched a fresh wave of mis-
sile and drone attacks on Saudi
Arabia while strengthening
their positions along Yemen’s
western Red Sea coast, Yeme-
ni officials said, as Riyadh
held urgent deliberations over
its response to the group’s rap-
id advance.The Houthis said
on Monday that they fired
dozens of missiles and drones
at a military airbase in Khamis
Mushait in southern Saudi
Arabia. They claimed to have
targeted aircraft hangars, radar

systems, runways and ammu-
nition depots in retaliation for
Saudi airstrikes in Yemen.Sau-
di authorities issued emergen-
cy alerts in Khamis Mushait
and three other southern cities.

The Saudi-led coalition in Ye-
men said 13 civilians were
wounded in the attacks.The
escalation comes as the Houth-
is have expanded their pres-
ence along the Red Sea. Their

m 13 civilians wounded in Houthi attacks, Saudi-led coalition says

m Houthi forces strengthen positions along Yemen’s Red Sea coast

= Perim Island captured near the strategic Red Sea entrance

= Saudi and Yemeni forces intensify airstrikes on Houthi targets

m Saudi pipeline outage threatens up to 4% of global oil supply

recent advances include the
capture of Perim Island at the
entrance to the strategic water-
way. Yemeni officials said the
group also maintains effective
control over almost the entire

western coastline.Saudi and
Yemeni air forces have inten-
sified strikes on Houthi posi-
tions, including areas around
the historic Red Sea port of
Mocha. However, the bom-

bardment has not halted the
group’s advance.The develop-
ments have added pressure on
Saudi Arabia’s oil infrastruc-
ture after an attack on Thurs-
day knocked its 1,200-kilome-
tre east-west pipeline offline.
Riyadh blamed Iranian-backed
militias in Iraq for that attack.
Traders warned that a pro-
longed pipeline shutdown
could remove up to 4% of
global oil supply while the
Strait of Hormuz remains
largely blockaded. Crude pric-
es rose more than 4% before
settling around 1% higher on
Monday.

US Senate faces
Crypto Bill vote

WASHINGTON

The US Senate is set to vote
Tuesday on whether to ad-
vance the Clarity Act, a cryp-
tocurrency bill that could es-
tablish a federal regulatory
framework for digital assets.

The legislation is a key pri-
ority for the cryptocurrency
industry, which argues that
clearer rules would provide
companies with legal certain-
ty. The industry has spent hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
lobbying and campaigning to
support the bill.

However, Senate Republi-
can leaders face uncertainty
over whether the measure can
secure the 60 votes required to
advance. Republicans released
revised legislation Sunday to
address concerns raised by the
banking industry and some
Democrats, including ques-
tions over ethics and office-

holder conflicts.

The procedural vote, sched-
uled shortly after 2 p.m. EDT,
could become a decisive test.
Analysts say the Senate has
limited time remaining on its
calendar, with the election
year creating competing prior-
ities. A failed vote could leave
little opportunity to revive the
bill.The crypto market has
largely anticipated that the bill
would not become law soon.
Investors may therefore not
view another delay as a major
market shock, although pas-
sage could reduce regulatory
uncertainty and encourage in-
stitutional participation.A ma-
jor dispute involves restric-
tions on public officials bene-
fiting from cryptocurrency
businesses. Democrats have
sought tighter safeguards, with
concerns partly focused on
President Donald Trump’s
cryptocurrency interests.

Hungary files bill to roll
back Orban-era anti-
LGBTQ+ rules

BUDAPEST

Hungary's government sub-
mitted a bill to parliament late
on Monday that would re-
move anti-LGBTQ+ rules
prohibiting the "promotion of
homosexuality" to under-18s
implemented by Viktor Or-
ban's former nationalist gov-
ernment.

Orban's government, which
was ousted after 16 years in
an election in April, promoted
a Christian-conservative
agenda and in 2021 banned
the "display and promotion of
homosexuality" and gender
change in media content ac-
cessible by under-18s.

Orban said the an-
ti-LGBTQ+ laws were to pro-
tect children, but the restriuc-
tions attracted strong criticism
from rights groups and the
European Union.

Hungary's new Justice Min-
ister Marta Gorog said in May
that Hungary would need to
revise legislation restricting
access to LGBTQ+ content
after the EU's top court ruled
in April that the restrictions
breached EU law and contrib-
uted to the stigmatisation and
marginalisation of gay and
transgender people.

Prime Minister Peter Mag-
yar, who swept to power in
April, has pledged to repair

ties with the EU. Putting Hun-
gary back into the EU's main-
stream also requires address-
ing concerns over democratic
standards and minority rights.

The draft bill would ban
materials that can “seriously
impair the child’s physical,
intellectual, emotional or
moral development.”

"The proposal focuses on
the actual dangers facing chil-
dren. Protection centers on
pornographic and age-inap-
propriate sexual content, the
sexual exploitation and abuse
of children, sexual solicitation
and manipulation, as well as
other content that severely
harms children's physical, in-
tellectual, emotional, or moral
development," the legislation
says. Magyar said on Satur-
day that his government
would also change rules that
had effectively banned gay
adoption.

NATIONAL SECURITY

‘Orlen rushes to
find alternatives
to Saudi oil
supply’

LONDON

Polish integrated oil firm Or-
len is rushing to find crude oil
cargoes from the North Sea
and further afield to replace
disrupted Saudi imports, five
industry sources told Reuters.

Orlen is one of the major
European term customers of
Saudi crude oil, but an escala-
tion of the conflict in the Mid-
dle East - including Yemeni
Houthi attacks against Saudi
installations - has left the Pol-
ish firm seeking alternative
supplies in recent days.

Orlen purchased several
cargoes of crude oil in spot
tenders on Friday and Mon-
day, the sources said. It
picked up North Sea grades
including Grane, Johan Sver-
drup and Johan Castberg, two
of the traders said.

It also tendered for grades
further afield including U.S.
WTI Midland and Kazakh
CPC Blend, two sources add-
ed.No further details were
available and the tender re-
sults could not be directly
confirmed with the counter-
parties.

Orlen declined to comment
on details of specific commer-
cial transactions, but said it
actively manages its supply
portfolio to ensure the unin-
terrupted operation of its re-
fining assets.

China tightens foreign travel curbs

BEIJING

China on Tuesday implemented
new exit-and-entry rules that
allow authorities to restrict cit-
izens from leaving the country
if they are considered a poten-
tial threat to national technolo-
gy and industrial security. The
measures, unveiled in July, tar-
get violations of export controls
and technology import and ex-
port regulations that authorities
believe could endanger China’s
national interests or technolog-
ical security.Under the new
rules, Chinese citizens who re-
turn home after committing il-
legal or criminal acts overseas
that harm national security or

interests can face an exit ban
lasting between six months and
three years. The regulations
also allow foreign nationals to
be denied entry for one to five
years if they provide false in-
formation in visa applications.
China has historically imposed
foreign travel restrictions on
senior government officials and
executives of state-linked com-
panies who have access to con-
fidential information. In recent
years, Beijing has also expand-
ed scrutiny of private foreign
travel and overseas connections
among civil servants and em-
ployees of state-owned enter-
prises.Foreign governments
have reported cases of people

being prevented from leaving
China while facing security-re-
lated investigations. The broad-
er restrictions have raised con-
cerns among governments and
businesses about how Beijing
could use national security pro-
visions to control international
movement. Taiwan has urged its
citizens to exercise additional
caution when travelling to Chi-
na, particularly those working
in the technology sector. Taipei
has expressed concern that the
new references to export con-
trols and technology manage-
ment could give authorities
greater discretion over exit re-
strictions.

KYIV

Russia and Ukraine ex-
changed fresh attacks on
energy infrastructure on
Tuesday, despite US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement that the two
sides had agreed to stop
targeting each other’s en-
ergy facilities.

Russia launched around
200 drones overnight at
Kyiv and other Ukrainian
cities, killing two people,
according to Ukrainian of-
ficials. The attacks also hit
petrol stations in the capi-
tal as well as energy and
port infrastructure in other
regions.

Ukraine responded by
striking an oil refinery in
Syzran, in Russia’s Samara
region along the Volga
River, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said.
Ukrainian drones also tar-
geted facilities involved in
drone production in the
Taganrog and Oryol re-
gions.

Ukraine trade fr

The Samara regional
governor confirmed that an
industrial facility had been
hit but did not identify the
site. In Taganrog, the re-
gional governor said a
warchouse belonging to
e-commerce company
Ozon was struck.

Zelenskiy said Russia
was continuing attacks
against Ukraine’s energy
sector, logistics network
and critical infrastructure,
adding that Kyiv’s re-
sponses were having a tan-
gible impact.

The latest strikes came a

GO

“Our responses to them for this are
tangible,” Zelenskiy said, accusing
Russia of continuing attacks on
Ukraine’s energy sector and critical
infrastructure.

day after Trump said Rus-
sia and Ukraine had agreed
to halt attacks on each oth-
er’s energy infrastructure.
Trump has described such
strikes as a major factor
behind a global fuel short-
age that has pushed US
diesel prices to record lev-
els.

esh energy strikes

Key developments

Russia launched around
200 drones overnight.

Two people were killed
in Ukraine.

Kyiv petrol stations and en-
ergy infrastructure were hit.

Ukraine struck a Russian
refinery in Syzran.

Zelenskiy said Ukraine
was prepared to stop the
attacks but wanted credi-
ble guarantees from its
partners that Russia would
do the same. Moscow did
not immediately respond
to Trump’s announcement,
although Russia has previ-
ously supported his calls
for Ukraine to stop attack-
ing Russian refineries.

The continued strikes
raise fresh questions over
whether the proposed
agreement can translate
into a durable pause.

Noncitizens accused of
illegal US voting challenge
Trump's authority

WILMINGTON

As U.S. President Donald Trump
seeks to crack down on what he
says is widespread illegal voting
by noncitizens, several people
charged with that crime are try-
ing a novel strategy to get their
cases dropped.

Five people being prosecuted
in separate federal cases in Mi-
ami and Madison, Wisconsin,
have argued for the first time in
court that the 1996 law used to
charge them is unconstitutional,

according to a Reuters review of

court filings.A ruling for the de-
fendants, which could come be-
fore the November 3 midterm
elections, would raise questions
about the federal government's
authority to prosecute noncitizen
voting cases. The Trump admin-
istration has pushed to deport
noncitizen voters, raising the
stakes for defendants who previ-
ously faced as little as a $150
fine if convicted.The defendants
were accused of violating the
federal "Voting by Aliens" statute
enacted three decades ago. The
law makes it illegal for nonciti-
zens to vote in federal elections,
and violators can be fined up to
$100,000 or imprisoned for up to
a year.In the five cases identified
by Reuters, defendants have as-
serted that the right to determine
voter qualifications is reserved
for U.S. states under the Consti-
tution. While all states require
voters to be citizens, the defen-
dants argue that it is up to states
to prosecute a violation, not the
federal government. Trump's Jus-
tice Department has argued that
the Supreme Court has recog-
nized that Congress has the au-

thority to protect the integrity of

elections and has passed laws
such as one criminalizing repeat
voting in the same election.

 NAME CHANGE

|, MANOJ KUMARYY B, S/o
Brahmadev Sharma, resident
of No 6, 5 K Lane, 2d Cross,
RT Street Cross, BVK lyengar
Road, Chickpet, Bengalu-
ru-560 053, have changed
my name to MANOJ KUMAR
SHARMA, Vide affidavit dat-
ed: 11.09.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bangalore

|, NUZHAT MAQSOOD,
W/o Magsood Alam Hafeez,
resident of No 6/1, Haines Road,
2ND Cross Near Wesley Tamil
Church, Bengaluru- 560051, have
changed my name to
NUZHATHZANJANI, Vide
affidavit dated: 15.09.2026
before notary R. BASAVARAJA,
Bangalore

_ NAME CHANGE

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDL CIVIL JUDGE
AND J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA
CIMIS NO.610/2026
BETWEEN: Petitioner: Lachi Ram Naik Sjo
Narayana  naik  Kantanakuntekasaba  Hobli

Doddaballapur Taluk

AND: Respondent: Registar of Birth and Death
The Commissioner, CMC Doddaballapur

PUBLIC NOTICE

Where the petitioner has filed the above petitioner
under Section 13(3) and 14 of Registration of
Birth and Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death
certificate of his father by name late Narayana naik
slo Late Somala Naik Who died on 26-06-2016 at
4th ward behind police station vinayaka Nagar
Doddaballapur town.

In this regard it is hereby notice to general public
whoever has interested in the said matter may appear
in person or through an advocate duly authorized

I, MAQSOOD ALAM
JUNAIDI, S/o Abdul Hafeez,
resident of No 6/1, Haines Road,
2nd Cross, Near Wesley Tamil
Church, Bengaluru 560051, have
changed my name to
MAQSOOD ALAM HA-
FEEZ, Vide affidavit dated:
15.09.2026 before notary R.
BASAVARAJA Bangalore

 NAME CHANGE

I, SHIFAJUNAIDI .M, W/o
Mohammed Abdul Khadir, res-
ident of No 21, Haines Road,
Bengaluru-560051,have
changed my name to

SHIFA JUNAIDI, Vide
affidavit dated: 15.09.2026
before notary R. BASA-
VARAJA,Bangalore

 NAME CHANGE

IN THE COURT OF THE HON'BELL 1st ADDITINIOL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLPURA
C MIS.NO. 1021 [2025.
PETITIONERS: SRI. LAKSHMANA Sfo Late.
HUCHAKADARAIAH Aged about 48 years rfat Hulikunte
village Doddabelavangala hobli Doddaballapura taluk
Banglore Rural District
AND RESPONDENT: THE TAHASHILDAR
Doddaballapura taluk Banglore Rural District
PAPER PUBLICATION
Thepetitioners Have filed this petition for grant of deth
certificate of Brothre of Late. HUCHAKADARAIAH sfo
Late. KADARAIAH who died on 14/01/1974 Hulikunte
village. Doddabelavangala.hobli Doddaballapura taluk
Banglore Rural District Whom so ever if any person who
are related or interested or dispute date of deth of SRI.
LAKSHMANA may hereby appear in the above said court
in person or through pleader duly instructed and able to
answer all material question raising in the petition on the
day of 01/ 10/2026 at 11 am in said court. Take notice
that in default of your appearance on the date before
mentioned it will be heard and determined ex- parte.
Given under my hand and sel of the court on this the 11th
day of September 2026
By order of court
Chief Ministerial officer, 1st Addl Civil Judge And
JMFC AT Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioners: Sri. Kumar M, Advocate
Doddaballapura

hefore the above said court on 31.10.2026 in default
this matter will be heard and disposed off an Ex-parte
order.
Give under my hand and seal of the court on the 15th
day of September 2026.
Advocate, Doddaballapur
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge &
JMFC, Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE HON'BELL 1st ADDITINIOL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLPURA
C MIS.NO. 1241 2025.
PETITIONERS: SRI.GOPALA KIRSHNA Sjo Late.
CHIKKANNA Aged about 53 years, rfat Appakaranahalli
village, Doddabelavangala hobli, Doddaballapura  taluk,

Banglore Rural District
AND: RESPONDENT: THE TAHASHILDAR
Doddaballapura taluk Banglore Rural District
PAPER PUBLICATION
Thepetitioners Have filed this petition for grant of deth
certificate of Brothre of Late. Guovindraju slo Late.
CHIKKANNA who died on 24/11/2020 Appakaranahalli.
village Doddabelavangala.hobli Doddaballapura taluk
Banglore Rural District Whom so ever if any person
who are related or interested or dispute date of deth of
SRI.GOPALA KIRSHNA may hereby appear in the above
said court in person or through pleader duly instructed
and able to answer all material question raising in the
petition on the day of 01/ 10/2026 at 11 amin said court.
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the
date before mentioned it will be heard and determined
ex- parte.
Given under my hand and sel of the court on this the 11th
day of September 2026
By order of court
Chief Ministerial officer, 1st Addl Civil Judge And
JMFC AT Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioners: Sri. Kumar M, Advocate
Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF HON'BLE
FAMILY JUDGE
AT CHENGALPATTU
0O.P.NO.109 OF 2026

Ritu Sharma ...Petitioner
Mr.Padmesh

To,
Mr.Padmesh, S/o. Mr. Ramesh Chandra
Sewda,
Ramdev Kitchen World Building,
Bettadasanapura Main Road,
Doddathoguru,
Electronics City Phase 1, Electronic City,
Bengaluru, Karnataka 560100

NOTICE
In the above matter the petitioner has filed
a petition section 13(1)(ia) of the Hindu
Marriage Act, 1955, and the Hon'ble Court
was pleased to order notice to you in the
above original petition in O.P.No. 109 of
2026, returnable by 25.09.2026. Please
make it convenient to appear before the
HON'BLE FAMILY JUDGE AT CHENGAL-
PATTU on 25.09.2026 at 10.30 a.m. failing
which the matter will be decided in your
absence.

-Vs-

RVG HARTHARABALAN
Counsel for Petitioner

...Respondent

CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

_NAME CHANGE

V. SRINIVASA Son of M.
Venkateshappa.
residing at 11th Cross Karanji
katte, Kolar Town, Kolar-563101
States that Completed his 10th in
ICSE in his document my Daughter
MANALI-S such as Marks Card
(Statement of marks) Migration
Certificate and Transfer certificate
my name inadvertently mention
mentioned as SRINIVASA V
instead as V.SRINIVASA,
hence this affidavit sworn before
notary. M.Ramalinge Gowda Dated:
15.09.2026 and to produce the
Same before school authorities of
vidyajyothi and also authorities of
ICSE Board to change my name as
V. SRINIVASA. in Marks Card
(statement of marks) Migration
certificate and Transfer certificate.
pertaining to my Daughter
MANALLS.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice is issued on behalf of My client Gutta

Harish Kumar Naidu and Uppara Nagarajua,

Office at, No. 71/1, Sanvi Aero Gardens,

Ki la Gate, D halli Taluk 562110,

Bangalore Rural, to bring to the notice of the

general public that the below mentioned original

sale deeds pertaining to,

1. The property bearing Sy. No. 75/1 measuring
1 acre 03 guntas, situated at Bandikodigehalli
village, Jala Hobli, Yelahanka taluk, AND

2. The property bearing Sy. No. 77/3 measuring 3
acres 08 guntas, situated at Bandikodigehalli
village, Jala Hobli, Yelahanka taluk, are lost
from the custody of my client. Therefore they
lodged the complaint before the Bangalore
City Police Unit, The authority has issued
separate NCR's as stated below:

Deeds and NCR copies of Sy. No. 75/1

Sl No. Deed No. NCR No.
01 1839/1967-68 = 2419641/2026
02 1088/1994-95 = 2419666/2026
03 25/2000-01 2419673/2026
04 1203/1968-69 = 2419651/2026
05 3523/1992-93 | 2419662/2026
06 3149/1966-67 | 2419630/2026
07 3148/1966-67 = 2419618/2026
08 6968/1988-89 = 2419657/2026

Deeds and NCR copies of Sy. No. 77/3

SI. No. Deed No. NCR No.
01 2344/1991-92 | 2419681/2026
02 1087/1994-95 = 2419693/2026
03 3525/1992-93 | 2419687/2026
04 33/2000-01 2419698/2026

The above said original sale deeds are lost at
Bandikodigehalli Village. If any person/s, firm,

institution or ization has any claim
or holding the afore mentioned document, they
may contact the undersigned in writing within 7
days from the date of this notice failing which it
will be presumed that there are no claims.
Name and address:
Gutta Harish Kumar Naidu and Uppara
Nagarajua, Office at, No. 71/1, Sanvi Aero
Gardens, Kannamangala Gate, Devanahalli
Taluk 562110, Bangalore Rural. Mob:
8088988839 & 9019388855

Advocate for service:-
Sri. M.V. Srinivasachar,
Advocate, Chickballapur-562 101.
M.V. SRINIVASA CHAR, M.Com.,LL.B
ADVOCATE
Opp. S.B.l. Bank, M.G.Road,
CHICKBALLAPUR-562101
E-mail: srinivasa.char80@gmail.com
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Charani flrst
Indian bowler to

cros§, 800 points

Sree Charani becomes
first Indian bowler to

cross 800-rating mark,
reaching 804 after her 4-20

performance in the Asia
Cup final against Sri Lanka.

NEW DELHI

v

reached 802.

']

India’s Sree Charani has become the first Indian bowl-
er to cross the 800-rating mark in the ICC Women’s
T20I rankings. The left-arm spinner reached 804
points following her impressive performance in the
Asia Cup 2026 final, where she took 4-20 against
Sri Lanka to help India secure the title.

Charani finished the tournament with 12 wickets
and strengthened her position at the top of the T201
¥\ bowlers’ rankings.

She is only the third bowler overall to breach
the 800-rating mark. Australia pacer Megan
Schutt holds the highest-ever rating of 806, while
former No.l Sophie Ecclestone had previously

The achievement adds to Charani’s impressive
year, after she surpassed Poonam Yadav’s record
for the most wickets by an Indian bowler in a cal-
endar year. Her latest ratings milestone puts her
within touching distance of Schutt’s record as she
continues to lead the rankings.

Deepti Sharma also made significant progress
after her performance in the Asia Cup final. The
star all-rounder claimed 3-19 and finished the tour-
nament as its leading wicket-taker with 14 wick-

ets. Her performances earned her a four-place rise
to No.2 in the bowlers’ rankings with 729 points,
although she remains well behind Charani.

India’s record-extending eighth Asia Cup title
also brought gains for Shafali Verma. She moved
one place up to sixth in the T20I batters’ rankings
following her match-winning 68 in the final.

Shafali also climbed five places in the all-round-
™ ers’ rankings to reach No.15. The latest update
- “ highlights the strong impact of India’s players

: across the rankings following their suc-

‘ cessful Asia Cup campaign.

Dhlra]
Bommadevara

makes history
with WC gold

VIJAYAWADA

Indian archer Dhiraj Bommad-
evara’s historic Archery World
Cup Final triumph has been
hailed by his family as the re-
sult of years of dedication, dis-
cipline and relentless practice.

Bommadevara won the
men’s individual title at the
2026 Archery World Cup Final
in Saltillo, Mexico, becoming
the first Indian male archer to
win the season-ending event’s
individual crown. His father,
Bommadevara Sravan Kumar,
said Dhiraj regularly trained
for six to seven hours a day
and began his sporting journey
in 2006.

“We were extremely happy
when Dhiraj became a world
champion,” Sravan Kumar (|
told ANI, describing the vic-
tory as the culmination of
19 years of hard work.

Dhiraj defeated Japan’s Na-
kanishi Junya 6-5 in a closely
fought final that was decided
by a shoot-off. With the match
level at 5-5, Dhiraj held his
nerve and hit a 10 with his de-
ciding arrow, while Nakanishi
managed a nine. The victory
made Dhiraj only the second
Indian archer to win an indi-
vidual title at the Archery
World Cup Final, after Dola
Banerjee’s women’s recurve
triumph in Dubai in 2007.

Ganges Grandmasters win Global Chess League 2026

NEW DELHI

Ganges Grandmasters defeat-
ed Alpine APL Pipers 1.5-0.5
in the final to win the Global
Chess League 2026. lan
Nepomniachtchi produced a
decisive victory over Magnus
Carlsen, while teammate
Stavroula Tsolakidou defeated
Koneru Humpy to secure the
title for the Grandmasters.
The opening round of the
final ended in a closely fought
3-3 draw. Ganges Grandmas-
ters then dominated the sec-
ond match, winning 4-2 with
the Black pieces to seal the
championship. Nepomniacht-

chi played a strong game
against Carlsen in the Catalan
Opening, an opening Carlsen
had also used during their
2021 World Championship
match.

Carlsen initially caught
Nepomniachtchi off guard,
but an inaccuracy on the 28th
move, when he captured a
pawn, allowed Nepomniacht-
chi to launch a powerful at-
tack. The Russian combined
his rook and bishops effec-
tively and defeated Carlsen in
39 moves. Levon Aronian
also contributed to the Grand-
masters' success, defeating
Anish Giri in the first game.

India's Adhiban Bhaskaran
coached the Ganges Grand-
masters, while Tsolakidou
earned the Player of the Tour-
nament award with 21 points.
She was popularly known as

0]\'p=
the Greek Goddess. Interest-
ingly, Carlsen has never been
part of a team that won the
GCL; Alpine APL Pipers won
the previous edition without
his participation.

G —
Neymar has
definitely played

an important roleg 4

in my life. He'sa

friend I've had since

childhood. -

— Philippe Coutinho,” ™ |
Santos FC mldf|elder

Ex-Barca star Coutinho
joins Santos until December

SANTOS

Former Liverpool and Barce-
lona playmaker Philippe
Coutinho has joined Brazilian
club Santos FC on a free
transfer, with the 34-year-old
signing a contract that runs
until the end of 2026. Coutin-
ho completed his medical at
the Rei Pele training centre
over the weekend before fi-
nalising the move.

Santos confirmed the sign-
ing on Tuesday, describing
Coutinho as a midfielder with
recognised technical quality
and vision, along with a suc-
cessful career in European

football and with the Brazilian
national team. He had been
without a club since leaving
Vasco da Gama in February,
when he cited mental fatigue.

Coutinho revealed that his
long-time friend Neymar
played an important role in
convincing him to join San-
tos. The two have known each
other since childhood and pre-
viously played together for
Brazil at youth and senior lev-
els, including the 2018 FIFA
World Cup in Russia. Neymar
first contacted Coutinho after
his departure from Vasco but
was initially unable to per-
suade him.

India eye elusive singles

gold in squash

NEW DELHI

India’s eight-member squash
team will travel from Chennai
to Japan on Friday for the Ai-
chi-Nagoya 2026 Asian
Games, targeting a better
medal tally than the five
won at Hangzhou 2022, held
in 2023, while chasing a
first-ever singles gold.

India have collected 18
squash medals at the Asian
Games since the sport de-
buted in 1998, including
three gold, four silver and
11 bronze. However, the
country’s best singles re-
sults remain Saurav Gho-
sal’s silver medals in 2014
and 2022, along with
bronze medals won by Dip-
ika Pallikal Karthik in 2014
and 2018 and Joshna Chi-
nappa in 2018.

At Hangzhou, India won
gold in mixed doubles
through Dipika and Harind-
er Pal Singh Sandhu and in
the men’s team event. Gho-
sal claimed singles silver,
while Anahat Singh and
Abhay Singh won mixed
doubles bronze and the
women’s team earned an-

We know the challenge is
immense, but we also believe

we have players capable of
making that breakthrough.

- Harinder Pal Singh Sandhu,
national coach.

other bronze. This year’s
squash competition runs
from September 23 to Octo-
ber 2, with singles champi-
ons earning direct berths for
the sport’s Olympic debut at
Los Angeles 2028.
Women’s world No. 20
Anahat, the reigning junior
world champion and third
seed, and men’s world No.
24 Abhay, the second seed,
lead the singles challenge.
Veer Chotrani, ranked 38th
and seeded fourth, and Tanvi
Khanna, ranked 63rd and
seeded seventh, will also
compete. Joshna, 39, will
make her seventh consecu-
tive Asian Games appearance
and pair with Velavan Sent-
hilkumar in mixed doubles.
National coach Harinder
Pal Singh Sandhu said the
team has a strong blend of
experience and new talent.

Govt forms task force to
revive Formula 1in India

NEW DELHI

The government has consti-
tuted a task force under NITI
Aayog to examine the revival
of Formula One and develop-
ment of the motorsport’s eco-
system in India. The panel
will study challenges facing
the sector and formulate a
roadmap for its sustainable
growth.

The task force will assess
taxation-related issues, along
with infrastructure require-
ments for hosting major
events. It will also examine
the international, economic,
tourism and investment bene-
fits of bringing Formula One
back to the country. The panel
will recommend priorities, a
policy framework and Pub-
lic-Private Partnership mod-
els.

The Task Force for Formu-
la One Grand Prix feasibility
assessment is chaired by Yu-
g a |

VISA

MobiT
| & I »

Kishore Joshi, Programme
Director at NITI Aayog. Its
members include Kunal, Joint
Secretary, Department of
Sports; senior officials from
the Departments of Com-
merce and Tourism; represen-
tatives from CBIC and
CBDT; officials from the Ut-
tar Pradesh and Maharashtra
governments; representatives
of Buddh International Circuit
and Madras International Cir-
cuit; and the President or Sec-
retary General of the Federa-
tion of Motor Sports Clubs of
India. A technical expert nom-
inated by FMSCI and other
co-opted members may also
join.

The govern-
ment is con-

N

ing Formula One back to
Buddh International Circuit in
Greater Noida, nearly 13
years after the last Indian
Grand Prix there. Union
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya visited the circuit
this year, indicating plans for
a revival.

The Indian Grand Prix was
held at Buddh International
Circuit from 2011 to 2013,
with Germany’s Sebastian
Vettel winning all three edi-
tions for Red Bull Racing.
The inaugural race was held
October 30, 2011. India also
hosted a MotoGP round at the
circuit in September 2023,
but the event has not returned
since. Formula One has re-
mained absent from India

sidering since 2013.
bring-
Govt forms NITI

‘e ¥ Aayog task force

5 One’s revival in
India, infrastruc-
ture needs and
economic bene-

fits for India.

) \to assess Formula

Hockey: Pakistan to play Asian
Champions Trophy in Indla

MOHALI

Pakista n will be among six
countries competing in next
month’s Men’s Asian Cham-
pions Trophy hockey tourna-
ment, Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann said. The tourna-
ment will run from October
27 to November 5, with India,
Pakistan, China, Japan, Ma-
laysia and Korea taking part.
The league-stage matches
will be played in Jalandhar,
while the semi-finals and final
will be held in Mohali. Mann
said Punjab is committed to
hosting the championship,
which will be the first tourna-
ment of its kind in the state.
The Punjab government has
allocated Rs 25.40 crore for
its organisation, while entry
to all matches will be free.
India enters the tournament
as defending champions after
winning the title in 2023 in
Chennai and 2024 in Hulun-
buir, China. The Asian Hock-
ey Federation event is an an-
nual competition, although it

was not held last year. Oman
and Bangladesh have been
named as reserve teams in
case any participating side
withdraws.

Pakistan’s participation fol-
lows the Union government’s
policy allowing India and Pa-
kistan to compete in multilat-
eral sporting events, despite
restrictions on bilateral en-
gagements. Mann said there
was no problem with multina-
tional tournaments, while in-
dividual India-Pakistan series
could not take place. Pakistan
had withdrawn from last
year’s Junior World Cup in

Tamil Nadu, citing tensions
between the countries.

The India-Pakistan match is
scheduled for November 1 in
Jalandhar and will coincide
with Punjab Day. Mann said
the fixture would be an attrac-
tion for hockey fans. Hockey
India secretary general Bhola
Nath Singh said relations be-
tween the hockey federations
of both countries are excel-
lent, highlighting mutual re-
spect between their players.
The championship will open
in Jalandhar on October 27
and conclude with the final in
Moha- li on November 5.

Rodri says Barcelona not
Champions League favourites

NEW DELHI

Barcelona midfielder Rodri
has played down his side’s
status as favourites for the
UEFA Champions League
despite an impressive start
to the season, saying the La
Liga winners still have ar-
eas to improve before they
can challenge for European
glory.
Hansi Flick’s Barcelona
have scored 21 goals and
conceded only four across
their last five matches in all
competitions. Their Cham-
pion’s League campaign has
also begun positively, with
Barcelona currently third in
the league phase standings
behind defending champi-
ons Paris Saint-Germain
and Bayern Munich.
Rodri, who recently
joined Barcelona after his
spell with Manchester City,
believes winning the Cham-
pions League would be an
important step as the club
seeks to return to the top of
European football. He said
Barcelona remain realistic

about their chances and
must correct several issues

before being considered ﬁ

favourites.
Barcelona last won

the Champions League | \

in 2015, defeating Ju-
ventus 3-1 in the final

in Berlin. Since then, the
Catalan side have endured
several disappointing Euro-
pean exits. They lost to Par-
is Saint-Germain in the
2020/21 last 16, suffered
consecutive group-stage ex-
its in 2021/22 and 2022/23,
and were eliminated by PSG
again in the 2023/24 quar-
ter-finals. They reached the
2024/25 semi-finals but lost
to Inter Milan, before Atlet-
ico Madrid ended their
2025/26 campaign in the
quarter-finals.

Rodri said players such as
himself were brought in to
help Barcelona take the final
step. He stressed that Cham-
pions League success can
depend on crucial moments
during knockout matches,
including red cards, penalties
and goals conceded.

The Champions
League is possible,
but | don’t think we
are the favourites.

- Rodri, Barcelona
midfielder.
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