
Sajid Jatt, known by multiple 
aliases including Saifullah, 
Numi, Numan, Langda, Ali 
Sajid, Usman Habib and 
Shani, was designated an “in-
dividual terrorist” under the 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act in October 2022.

Investigative agencies believe 
he operates from Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba’s headquarters in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. He is described as a 
key operational commander of 
The Resistance Front (TRF) and 
is believed to play a central role 
in recruiting cadres, arranging 
funding and facilitating terrorist 
infiltration into the Kashmir 
Valley.Security  agencies link 
Sajid Jatt to several high-profile 
terror attacks. He is alleged to 
have been the chief conspirator 
behind the 2023 Dhangri mas-
sacre, the attack on an Indian 
Air Force convoy in Poonch in 
May 2024, and the Reasi bus 
attack in June 2024. He is also 
accused of extending logistical 
and operational support to so-
called “hybrid terrorists” oper-
ating in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Owing to his extensive role in 
planning, coordination and exe-
cution of attacks, Sajid Jatt is 
regarded by intelligence agen-
cies as one of the most danger-
ous and influential figures with-
in the terror network active in 
the region.
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Michael Vaughan Caught 
in Bondi Beach Shooting 

Horror, Returns  
Home Safely

NIA files chargesheet in 
Pahalgam terror attack case

NIA chargesheet names LeT, TRF and seven accused, detailing Pakistan-
backed conspiracy behind the Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 people

JAMMU

Nearly eight months after the 
devastating terror strike in Pa-
halgam, the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has named 
a senior Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
commander among seven ac-
cused in its chargesheet related 
to the case. The attack, carried 
out on April 22, claimed 26 
lives, most of them tourists, 
sending shockwaves across the 
country.

The 1,597-page chargesheet 
identifies five individuals and 
two terrorist organisations — 
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba and its proxy, The Resis-
tance Front (TRF) — for their 
alleged roles in planning, facil-
itating and executing the attack. 
The NIA has charged LeT and 
TRF as entities, detailing what 
it describes as Pakistan’s larger 
conspiracy behind the incident, 
supported by documentary and 
technical evidence.

“Pakistani handler terrorist 
Sajid Jatt is also named as an 
accused in the 1,597-page 
chargesheet, filed before the 
NIA special court, Jammu,” a 
statement issued by the anti-ter-
ror agency said.

According to the agency, Sa-
jid Jatt, a top LeT commander 
based in Pakistan, acted as the 
principal handler of the Pahal-
gam attack. The chargesheet 
also names three Pakistani ter-

rorists — Suleman Shah, Ha-
beeb Tahir alias Jibran, and 
Hamza Afghani — who were 
killed during an encounter with 
security forces near Srinagar in 
July. The accused and the terror 
outfits have been booked under 
provisions of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, the 
Arms Act, 1959, and the Un-

lawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967. The NIA has addi-
tionally invoked sections relat-
ing to waging war against India.

Further, the agency has 
chargesheeted two local men, 
Parvaiz Ahmad and Bashir Ah-
mad, who were arrested on 
June 22 for allegedly sheltering 
the terrorists.

Who is Sajid Jatt?

n �NIA names seven accused, 
including LeT commander,  
in Pahalgam terror attack

n �Sajid Jatt identified as 
principal handler and TRF 
operational chief from Pak

n �LeT and TRF held respon-
sible for planning and exe-
cuting the April 22 attack

n �3 Pak terrorists and two  
local men also chargesheeted 
under multiple laws

“Pakistani handler terrorist Sajid Jatt is also named as an 
accused in the 1,597-page chargesheet, filed before the 
NIA special court, Jammu.”                                        —NIA statement

SYDNEY 

Australian leaders on Monday 
pledged swift action to 
strengthen the country’s gun 
control regime following a 
deadly shooting at a Hanuk-
kah celebration on Sydney’s 
Bondi Beach that killed at 
least 15 people, including a 
child. Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese described the 
attack as an act of antisemitic 
terrorism that shook the na-
tion, as flags were lowered to 
half-mast across Australia in 
mourning.

The shooting occurred 
during the “Chanukah by the 
Sea” event, where hundreds 
had gathered to mark the Jew-

ish festival amid peak sum-
mer crowds at the iconic 
beach. Two gunmen opened 
fire, triggering panic and 
drawing national attention to 
what leaders say is a worrying 
rise in antisemitic incidents.

In response, Albanese said 
the government would propose 
tougher national gun laws, de-
spite Australia already having 
some of the strictest firearms 
regulations in the world. Pro-
posed measures include limits 

on the number of guns an indi-
vidual can own and periodic 
reviews of firearm licences. 
These steps would mark the 
most significant update to the 
National Firearms Agreement 
since 1996, when rapid-fire ri-
fles were effectively banned 
after the Port Arthur massacre 
in Tasmania.

“The government is pre-
pared to do whatever is neces-
sary,” Albanese said, stressing 
that public safety must come 
first. Political leaders across 
parties agreed on the need for 
urgent reforms, while mourn-
ers gathered at Bondi Pavil-
ion, laying flowers and offer-
ing prayers in memory of the 
victims.

Australia to tighten gun laws after Bondi Beach attack
AUSTRALIA TIGHTENS GUNS LAWS

Points to Ponder 
n �Police shot two suspect-

ed gunmen, identified 
as a father and son.

n �The 50-year-old  
father died at the 
scene of the attack.His 
24-year-old son remains 
in a coma in hospital, 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese said.

n �Police have not re-
leased the identities of 
the suspects.

n �At least 38 other people 
are receiving treatment 
in hospitals.

Key Highlights

Final farewell to veteran leader 
Shamanuru Shivashankarappa

DAVANAGERE

Davanagere witnessed the fi-
nal rites of senior politician, 
philanthropist, and revered 
Veerashaiva Lingayat leader, 
Dr. Shamanuru Shivashan-
karappa, who also served as 
the National President of the 
All India Veerashaiva Ma-
hasabha and as a legislator. 
The rites were conducted on 
Monday evening at 5:30 PM 
near the samadhi of his wife, 
Parvathamma, at Kalleshwara 
Rice Mill premises, following 
Veerashaiva Lingayat tradi-
tions. The ceremony included 
full state honours, with the In-
dian national flag draped over 
his mortal remains, later hand-
ed to the family, and a three-
gun salute by the police.

Dr. Shivashankarappa’s 
body was brought to the res-
idence of his son, Minister 
S.S. Mallikarjun, for final 
viewing by family, dignitar-
ies, and religious leaders. 
Thousands of well-wishers, 
staff of Bapuji Vidya Sams-

the, and local residents also 
paid respects. A public view-
ing was arranged at the high 
school grounds at noon, fol-
lowed by a procession 
through the city to Kallesh-
wara Mill, where the final 
rites were performed. 

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, Union leaders Mal-
likarjun Kharge, Deputy 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar, state ministers, MLAs, 
opposition leaders, and se-
nior religious heads from 
various Veerashaiva Lingayat 
Peeths.

CM condoles  
Dr. Shamanuru’s 
passing
Belagavi:  Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah condoled 
the demise of senior 
Congress leader and 
former minister Shama-
nuru Shivashankarappa 
in the Legislative Assem-
bly. Legislators across 
parties paid tribute to his 
integrity, after which the 
House was adjourned  
as a mark of respect.

Opposition seeks  
one-week extension  
of Assembly session

BELAGAVI 

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka 
has written to Speaker 
U.T. Khader urged a 
one-week extension of 
the ongoing Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly’s 
Winter session, citing 
the need for detailed 
discussions on several 
pressing issues. He 
pointed out that al-
though the Belagavi 
session was scheduled 
from December 8 to 
19, it was curtailed by 
two days due to un-
avoidable reasons, 
leaving many import-
ant  matters unad-
dressed.

Ashok said legisla-
tors from North Kar-
nataka had raised seri-
ous concerns related to 
regional development, 
deteriorating law and 
order, and gover-
nance failures, but 

the Chief Minister and con-
cerned ministers are yet to 
respond adequately. He also 

flagged poor utilisa-
tion of funds across 
depa r tmen t s  and 
sought time for com-
prehensive debate.

Highlighting wel-
fare issues, Ashoka 
noted that over 3.22 
lakh ration card appli-
cations remain pend-
ing across Karnataka, 
with a significant 
number from North 
Karnataka districts 
and Bengaluru. He 
stressed that such  
critical public con-
cerns require immedi-

ate discussion and solu-
tions. Therefore, he 
urged the Speaker to 
take a prompt decision 
to extend the session  

by a week in the in-
terest of effective 

l e g i s l a t i v e  
scrutiny.

There are many 
burning issues 
concerning the 
state, pending 

discussion in the 
session. To find 
solutions to all 
these issues, I 
request you to 

extend the 
current session 

for another 
week.

—R. Ashoka,  
Oppn Leader

Messi concludes GOAT 
India Tour with Delhi leg
NEW DELHI

The Lionel Messi GOAT India 
Tour concluded in Delhi at the 
Arun Jaitley Stadium, offering 
fans a chance to see the football 
icon up close after a chaotic 
start in Kolkata. Spectators 
filled the stands, while a handful 
of Indian celebrities and digni-
taries witnessed the event from 
inside the stadium. Despite the 
tour’s turbulent opening, the 
Delhi leg delivered the experi-
ence fans had eagerly awaited.

Messi addressed the crowd in 
Spanish, saying, “Gracias Delhi! 
Hasta pronto,” which elicited 
enthusiastic cheers. He ex-
pressed his gratitude for the 
warmth and support shown 

during the tour, describing the 
reception as “a unique experi-
ence.” Messi and his fellow stars 
played football with children 
before being presented with a 
T20 World Cup ticket and an 
Indian jersey by the chairman of 
the International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC), Jay Shah.

Govt introduces 3 key bills  
in LS, defers MGNREGA

NEW DELHI

On Monday, the Modi gov-
ernment tabled three signifi-
cant Bills in the Lok Sabha 
while deferring the proposed 
overhaul of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA). The three 
Bills—aimed at opening the 
nuclear power sector to pri-
vate players, reforming higher 
education, and repealing ob-
solete laws—faced immediate 
resistance from I.N.D.I.A 
MPs, who raised concerns 
over excessive centralisation, 
federal overreach, and Hindi 
naming inconsistencies.

The Bills introduced were: 
the Repealing and Amending 
Bill, 2025, Viksit Bharat 
Shiksha Adhisthan Bill, 2025, 
and the Sustainable Harness-
ing and Advancement of Nu-
clear Energy for Transforming 
India (SHANTI) Bill, 2025. 
The MGNREGA-related VB 
G RAM Bill, 2025, intended 
to rename and modify the 
scheme, was not taken up, 
drawing criticism over the ex-

clusion of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
name and potential financial 
strain on states.

The SHANTI Bill, tabled by 
Minister Jitendra Singh, seeks 
to repeal the Atomic Energy 
Act, 1962, and the Civil Liabil-
ity for Nuclear Damage Act, 
2010, establish statutory au-
thority for the Atomic Energy 
Regulatory Board, and allow 
private sector participation in 
civil nuclear energy. Opposi-
tion leaders, including Manish 
Tewari and NK Premachan-
dran, objected, citing sweep-
ing executive powers, prof-
it-driven privatization of nu-
clear projects, and limited judi-
cial remedies.

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha 
Adhisthan Bill, introduced by 
Dharmendra Pradhan, faced 
objections for centralising 
control over education and 
undermining state autonomy, 
while the Repealing and 
Amending Bill drew criticism 
over insufficient time for re-
view. The government has 
agreed to refer all three Bills 
to Parliamentary committees 
for further scrutiny.

MGNREGA 
rename row: 
Tharoor calls it 
‘unfortunate’
New Delhi
Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor called the 
debate over renaming 
MGNREGA “unfortu-
nate,” stressing that 
the government’s 
proposed VB–G RAM 
G Bill does not conflict 
with Mahatma Gand-
hi’s philosophy. He 
highlighted the har-
mony between Gram 
Swaraj and Ram Rajya, 
arguing that portray-
ing the change as a 
rejection of Gandhi’s 
legacy is misleading. 
Tharoor clarified that 
his objection lies in re-
moving Gandhi’s name 
from the flagship rural 
employment scheme, 
urging caution against 
generating divisions 
where none exist. 

QUICK READ
Omar Abdullah distances 

INDIA Bloc from Cong rally
Draft electoral rolls to be 
published across 5 states 

NEW DELHI:  Amid the  
Congress’s relentless cam-
paign against alleged vote 
theft and electoral irregu-
larities, Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister and Na-
tional Conference (JKNC) 
leader Omar Abdullah on 

Monday distanced himself 
from the issue and said the 

“INDIA bloc has got noth-
ing to do with it.” “The IN-

DIA bloc has got nothing to 
do with it. Every political 

party is at liberty to set 
its own agenda.

NEW DELHI:  The Election Com-
mission will release the draft 
electoral rolls for West Bengal, 
Rajasthan, Goa, Puducherry, 
and Lakshadweep on Decem-
ber 16, 2025, officials have 
confirmed. This follows a spe-
cial intensive revision process 
during which Block Level Of-
ficers (BLOs) collected and 
verified filled enumeration 
forms from voters to ensure 
accuracy. In addition to the 
online publication, hard copies 
of the draft rolls will be shared 
with all political parties.

An embarrassing mo-
ment for the Rekha Gup-
ta-led Delhi government, 

a section of the crowd 
jeered with chants of 

“AQI, AQI” as the Chief 
Minister approached the 

podium near football 
legend Lionel Messi in 
the national capital.
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Just as India is moving to-
wards becoming a developed 
nation, the Mysuru–Kodagu 
Lok Sabha Constituency too 
must emerge as a developed 
region. In this direction, jour-
nalists need to offer their sug-
gestions, guidance and coop-
eration, said Member of Par-
liament Yaduveer Krishnadat-
ta Chamaraja Wadiyar.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the Press Day celebrations or-
ganised by the Mysuru Dis-
trict Journalists’ Association 
here on Sunday, recalling his 
early days, he said that when 
he contested the Parliamenta-
ry elections, he was inexperi-
enced. 

However, the useful advice 
and guidance given by media 
persons enabled him to 
achieve something meaning-
ful. While implementing 
schemes for the people of the 
constituency and during the 
planning and execution of 
programmes, the media has 
acted as the voice of the peo-
ple and has guided the admin-
istration in correcting short-
comings and lapses.

The MP said as a result of 
such cooperation, works such 
as the Mysuru–Kodagu high-
way, railway routes, a new 

railway station at Yadavagiri, 
separating and expanding ex-
clusive Kannada studies un-
der the Central Institute of 
Indian Languages, and distri-
bution of facilities to farmers 
in places like Hunsur and 
Piriyapatna have become pos-
sible. “We are not opposed to 
development. But develop-
ment should be in harmony 
with Mysuru’s heritage and 
local interests. Improving the 
quality of life of the people is 
our priority. In this regard, the 
media should also stand in 
support by offering construc-
tive and useful suggestions”.

VALUE-BASED JOURNALISM 
STRESSED 
The credibility of the media 
has always been a topic of 
discussion—both in the past 
and even today. Therefore, 
maintaining credibility is the 
responsibility of every jour-
nalist. Emphasising this, 
News18 Kannada Editor Har-
iprasad said that importance 
must be given to value-based, 
life-oriented journalism.

He noted that news passed 
on by word of mouth can be-
come distorted or false at any 
stage. That is why newspapers 
were originally started—to 
convey the truth to the people, 
as stated by the editors of the 

first Kannada newspaper. 
Even today, the media must 
continue the task of telling the 
truth to the public. Especially 
in electronic media, once a 
statement is made or a news 
item is broadcast, it cannot be 
changed later. Hence, every 
word spoken and every action 
taken must be carefully con-
trolled, he cautioned.

GSS Group of Institutions 
head Srihari Dwarakanath 
said that Mysuru’s journal-
ism is like a joint family, 
facing unique challenges, 
yet it continues to function 
in a manner that serves as a 
model for others.

Karnataka State Working 
Journalists’ Association Pres-
ident Shivanand Tagadoor, 

MDJA President K. Deepak, 
Vice-President Ravi Pan-
davapura, General Secretary 
Dharmapura Narayan and 
others were present.

FELICITATION OF SENIOR 
JOURNALISTS
Senior journalists honoured 
this year included Kolleagal 
Mahesh, head of Just Kanna-
da web media; Sadiq Pasha of 
Andolana daily from the rural 
sector; senior photographer 
Uday Shankar of Indian Ex-
press; sub-editor Manjunath 
Swamy of Vijaya Karnataka; 
district reporter Madhusudan 
of Suvarna News Channel 
from the electronic media cat-
egory; and TV9 videographer 
Pramod Prabhu.

Journalists from Mysuru 
who received the prestigious 
TNIT Award—Ravi Pan-
davapura, district reporter of 
News First, and Ram, district 
reporter of TV9—were also 
felicitated.

This year’s Best Kannada 
Reporting Award went to 
D.R. Mahesh of Andolana 
daily; Best English Reporting 
Award to A. Ganesh, reporter 
of Star of Mysore; Best Pho-
tography Award to S.R. Mad-
husudan. In the visual media 
category, awards were pre-
sented to K.S. Anand of 
News18, videographer P. Ra-
hul, Indian TV reporter Chan-
dan Balaram, and videogra-
pher L. Satish. The awards 
were presented by dignitaries.

Good Work Is Possible with the 
Cooperation of Journalists: MP Yaduveer

Seer praises children’s 
extraordinary memory power
MYSURU

 
Sri Ganapathi Sachidananda 
Swamiji said that through the 
“Gita Talent Show” being 
conducted in the United 
States and other foreign coun-
tries, the Bhagavad Gita is 
reaching households and 
hearts across the world.

He shared these thoughts 
while delivering his blessings 
at the Gita Maitri Milan Kar-
nataka 2.0 programme held 
here at the ashram.

For the past ten years, this 
Gita competition has been con-
ducted successfully in the Unit-
ed States. Large crowds gather 
to watch the programme. The 
way children there have mem-
orised the Bhagavad Gita is 
truly amazing. Whether ques-
tioned from the middle of a 
verse, from the beginning, or 
even based on verse num-
bers—no matter how difficult 
the question—the children an-
swer effortlessly.

Not only in the United 
States, but people from Eu-
rope, Dubai, Canada and es-
pecially the West Indies are 
also participating in this ini-
tiative with great devotion. 
Though their English accent 

may sometimes be difficult 
for us to understand, their 
way of learning the Bhagavad 
Gita and their devotion are 
truly admirable. Swamiji re-
called that the dedication of 
Govind Giri Ji and his family 
has been a key reason for the 
success of this programme.

Children’s devotion and 
challenge:
Generally, children in the 
United States are immersed in 
electronic gadgets, but out of 
love and reverence for Swami-
ji, they are learning the Gita. “I 
don’t offer chocolates, and the 
language is also different. Yet, 
children come running after 
me with affection,” Swamiji 

said with a smile.
What began as a small ini-

tiative has now grown into a 
massive movement..Today, 
40,000 to 50,000 people gath-
er in large stadiums to listen 
to the collective recitation of 
the Gita. Through this, even 
abroad, the vision of “Ghar 
Ghar Gita”—the Gita in every 
household—is being realised, 
Swamiji said with joy.

International Working Pres-
ident and Programme Direc-
tor of Gita Parivar, Dr. Ashu 
Ji Goyal, National Vice Pres-
ident and South Zone in-
charge Hari Narayan Ji Vyas, 
along with several other dig-
nitaries, were present at the 
programme.

“Mysuru should not have hurried, high-pressure growth”
MYSURU

 
Mysuru, with its centuries-old 
history, rich heritage and the 
farsighted vision of the Mysu-
ru rulers, has created a unique 
identity for itself across the 
world. A city admired for its 
art, culture and traditions, 
Mysuru now needs to be de-
veloped in a well-planned 
manner with a future-oriented 
vision. In this context, an 
open discussion was held on 
Sunday with eminent person-
alities from various fields.

The programme, titled 
“Mysuru CSR Conclave – 
Building a Better Mysuru 
with a 2050 Vision,” was or-
ganised by GSS Yogic Foun-
dation under GSS CSR here 
in which the experts from di-
verse sectors presented their 
suggestions and opinions for 
building a better Mysuru.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, renowned orator 
Prof. M. Krishnegowda said 
that today there is an obses-
sion everywhere with speed, 
noise and development. Along 
with development, there 
should also be a revolution in 
thought. A place should be al-
lowed to grow naturally; they 
must first understand how the 
city should be and then allow 
its growth accordingly. Mysu-
ru has its own unique charac-
ter. India has never sought an 
end in sorrow, but always 
looks for a happy ending in 
every aspect. In this context, 
they need to reflect on wheth-
er the kind of development 
we seek is truly necessary.

Lamenting the lack of unity 
in modern society, he said that 
unity is difficult where there 
are only “intelligent” individ-
uals. According to him, tour-
ism has become unpleasant in 
many ways, as towns exist for 
residents and not for tourists. 
Due to tourism, the culture 
and historical background of 
many towns have been de-
stroyed. Instead of developing 

cities to suit our lifestyles, 
they should adapt ourselves to 
the town and its way of life, 
he advised.

Founder of Tapovana Insti-
tution K. Sriram said that dis-
cussions on development and 

infrastructure are taking place 
everywhere, and such deliber-
ations are necessary for My-
suru as well. Mysuru is a 
beautifully planned city, but it 
lags behind other states in 
tourism, road networks and 

infrastructure development. 
The city has many attractive 
locations, and tourism should 
be given priority. This would 
also help in creating more 
employment opportunities.

Flyovers are not the only 
solution
Addressing the growing traf-
fic problems in Mysuru, 
speakers opined that con-
structing flyovers alone is not 
the solution. Cities like Lon-
don have still not built fly-
overs. Instead, services such 
as “Park and Ride” should be 
provided to tourists. This 
would help solve traffic con-
gestion caused by the surge in 
tourist inflow during week-
ends and public holidays in 
Mysuru.

The Mysuru rulers built the city with 
farsight and a broad mindset. In this 
direction, it is a positive development 
that the Mysuru CSR Conclave has 
set goals such as Clean Mysuru, Skill 
Mysuru and Education Mysuru. 
Discussing how Mysuru should be 
developed over the next 50 years is a 
healthy step. We must debate 
citizens’ social responsibilities, arrive 
at decisions and ensure effective 
implementation through continuous 
meetings.

—Amshi Prasannakumar, 
Senior journalist

Everyone must take responsibility to 
preserve and develop the Mysuru built 
by Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar. 
Mysuru is a planned city and supports 
tourism development. It is often called 
a retirees’ paradise, but everyone must 
work hard—‘no gain without effort’. 
Mysuru offers education at all levels, 
but today priority must be given to 
value-based education. Children 
should not be turned into mark-scoring 
machines; from the primary level itself, 
culture and values must be taught.

—R. Vasudev Bhat, 
President, BSS Vidyodaya Institution

We need to frame 
development plans that 
suit Mysuru. If the city is 
good, we can live well for 
the next 25 years. The city 
must ensure health, 
cleanliness and 
employment 
opportunities. In this 
direction, let us all come 
together and take steps 
towards building a well-
planned city.

—Srihari Dwarakanath, 
Head, GSS Group of Institutions

UNITY OF ALL IS IMPORTANT
Social influencer Dr. Javed said that the contribution of 

every individual is crucial in building a good and peaceful 
city. If people work together without the mindset that 

credit should go to just one person, long-term progress is 
possible. A city, state, country or even the world is like the 

human body—if there is a small problem in one organ, 
the entire body suffers. Without peace, society cannot 

be happy. To maintain the positive image of Mysuru, 
the ‘ACT’ organisation was implemented decades ago, 

through which people have been working together, 
keeping aside caste, religion and status, he said.

MYSURU
 

Sadvidya Educational Insti-
tutions (SEI) and Kaveri 
Charitable Trust (KCT) cele-
brated their Annual Sports 
Day at Chamundi Vihar here.

Chief Guest Dr. N. Nagara-
ja, Registrar (Evaluation), 
and also an alumnus of SEI, 
recalled his school days and 
how the Sadvidya Institu-
tions has shaped his future. 
He also underscored the im-
portance of sportsman spirit.

Guest of Honour Akash 
Aradhya, Eklavya Awardee 
and International Ice and 
Roller Speed Skater, high-
lighted the role of his parents 
and teachers in achieving his 
goal in sports.

Presiding over the event, 
Prof. M. S. K. Narahari 

Babu, President of SEI and 
KCT, motivated the students 
to participate in all the activ-
ities. The number of our stu-
dents representing at State 
and National Level sporting 
activities is increasing every 
year, he added.

Secretary M. D. Gopinath 
urged the students to get in-
spired by the chief guest and 
the guest of honour. 

For the first time the stu-
dents performed yoga pyra-
mid which was then followed 
by a synchronised band for-
mation from both the branch-
es of SEI. Students partici-
pated enthusiastically in a 
variety of track and field 
events, with the relay races 
drawing special attention for 
their competitive spirit and 
teamwork.

Sadvidya Educational Institutions 
Celebrate Annual Sports Day 

MYSURU
 

Panchami Bidanoor, a Class 
10 student of The Acme 
School in the city, has been 
selected for the Balagaurava 
Award.

She will be honoured with a 
certificate and a cash prize of 
₹10,000 at a ceremony to be 
held on Tuesday ( Dec 16) at 
Suvarna Soudha, Belagavi.

Panchami Bidanoor, daugh-
ter of Pandit Bheemashankar 
Bidanoor and. Sangeetha 
Bheemashankar of Mysuru, is 
a meritorious student with tal-
ents  in s inging,  dance 
(Bharatanatyam) and painting.

Panchami 
Bidanoor selected 

for Balagaurava 
Award

Dr Anita Prasad attends 
launch of book “Off 

Stump” in Bengaluru
BENGALURU

 
Dr Anita Prasad from Anita 
Foundation working for the 
welfare of transgender, partic-
ipated in the launch of a book 
Off Stump: Life and Manage-
ment Lessons from Cricket, 
authored by Hariharan Iyer, at 
Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation, Bengaluru.

The book was unveiled by 
Mr. Kumaran Sampath, crick-
eter, along with Dr Anita 
Prasad,. Dilip Sharma, Capt. 
Bhaskar Kaushik, and. Shiva-
nand Talari.

Off Stump, the 11th book 
by Iyer, draws parallels be-
tween cricket and leadership, 
highlighting lessons on team-
work, decision making, resil-

ience, and performance under 
pressure. It also connects ex-
periences from the sport with 
real world management and 
life challenges, making it rel-
evant for professionals, stu-
dents, and leaders across do-
mains.

Speaking at the launch, the 
dignitaries highlighted how 
sport continues to be a power-
ful teacher of discipline, eth-
ics, and adaptability, values 
that are increasingly import-
ant in today’s rapidly chang-
ing professional environment.

The event saw participation 
from professionals, cricket 
enthusiasts, and leadership 
practitioners, reinforcing the 
enduring influence of cricket 
beyond the field.

HDK Birthday: Notebooks distributed to students
MYSURU

 
To celebrate the birthday of 
Union Minister and State 
President of the JD(S) party 
H. D. Kumaraswamy, the S. 
Prakash Priyadarshan Friends’ 
Group organised a service ac-
tivity by distributing note-
books and fruits to the resi-
dents of the Mettaloka Stu-
dents’ Hostel, located on 
Vishwamanava Double Road, 
Kuvempunagar, in the city.

Speaking on the occasion, S. 
Prakash Priyadarshan, Execu-
tive President of the JD(S), 
said  Kumaraswamy, who 
holds the portfolios of Heavy 
Industries and Steel, is work-
ing tirelessly day and night, 

giving top priority to the de-
velopment of the state along 
with the development of the 
country. Recalling that Ku-

maraswamy, who has served 
twice as the Chief Minister of 
the state, is remembered by 
the people for people-friendly 

initiatives such as the lottery 
ban, prohibition of arrack, 
Grama Vastavya (village stay 
programme), farmers’ loan 
waiver and several other wel-
fare measures.

Those present on the occa-
sion included S. Prakash Pri-
yadarshan, JD(S) Mysuru 
City Executive President; Ho-
madev, President of the 
Newspaper Distributors Wel-
fare Association; senior 
sportsperson Mahadev; Sin-
chanagowda (transgender); 
Vidya, Nagashree Suchindra, 
Chaya; singer Yashwanth Ku-
mar; Jagadeesh, Rajesh Ku-
mar, Mahesh, Sridhar, S. P. 
Akshay Priyadarshan, Datta, 
and others.
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Swastha Mysuru launches its 
first awareness camp in Mysuru
MYSORE

 
Dr Pramodadevi Wadiyar, a 
member of Mysore Royal 
Family, launched the first 
Swastha Mysuru awareness, 
wellness and nutrition pro-
gram at Sri Vani Vilasa Urs 
Girls High School in Mysuru 
on Monday.

This program is held in col-
laboration with Mysore Dis-
trict Health and Family Wel-
fare Department, Mysore.

Speaking on the occasion, 
she said today, under the 
Swastha Mysore initiative, 
they are starting this pro-
gramme from their school it-
self. This is the very first one. 
Our Jaya Chamaraj Education 
Trust has also taken a pledge 
in connection with this. This 
is for these school children 
because this is a girl's school. 
The focus is on what kind of 
importance should be given to 
girls, how they should be ex-
amined, how they should take 
care of themselves, how phys-
ically active they should be to 
remain healthy, and from the 
nutrition side, what kind of 
food they should eat to main-
tain good health.

Dr Bharat Shetty said they 
are beginning their journey 
with the young generation. In 
Tamil Nadu, screening is al-

ready being done for people 
aged 18 and above. The most 
important message today is 
that prevention is better than 
cure. Once they educate peo-
ple about the importance of 
health, then maintaining that 
health becomes much easier. 
But these days, most impor-
tantly, they are forgetting their 
daily routine. What should be 
done in a day, at what time 
which activity should happen, 
is getting disturbed. Mysore 
earlier was known to wake up 
early. It was said that in My-
sore, people would wake up 
even before sunrise. But now, 
the sun has risen long ago and 
only much later Mysore 
wakes up. There is a wind of 
change blowing. What they 
must mainly remember is 
what Dr. Khadar Valli always 
says: if we are awake and ac-

tive before the sun rises, half 
our health will automatically 
be taken care of.

Noted medical counsellor, 
Dr Khader Valli,  said recent-
ly he was honoured with Pad-
ma Shri award because it has 
now been realised that for the 
past 80 years they have been 
going in the wrong direction, 
running around medicines 
without paying attention to 
food. That is not right. They 
have to ask: what is real food? 
We have practically gone 
back to the traditional foods 
their elders were eating and 
using those in real life. The 
modern diseases are identified 
as diabetes, BP, thyroid, and 
obesity. Obesity is now num-
ber one. Small children them-
selves are weighing 80–90 
kilos; that is a disease.

He said over the last 75 

years, through the Green Rev-
olution, White Revolution and 
now the Pink Revolution, 
commercial pressures have 
been imposed on them. As a 
result, they have all been eat-
ing impure and unsuitable 
food. When ancient, tradition-
al food items were pushed out 
of sight, what they were left 
with was polished white rice, 
wheat, sugar, eggs, and meat. 
Regularly eating these is caus-
ing disease, but in the current 
situation, no experts are point-
ing a finger at the real cause. 
The diseases are coming from 
here. The main issues are three 
imbalances: one, hormonal im-
balance; two, glucose imbal-
ance; and three, imbalance of 
microorganisms. If they han-
dle these three imbalances cor-
rectly, health will naturally 
settle in the body by itself. So 
they need to teach the children 
just three key points.

Dr Khader said today, peo-
ple are ordering pizzas and 
burgers online, and even when 
the stomach is bulging for-
ward, they say, “I am healthy”, 
and keep taking tablets. At 
night, when sleep does not 
come, they live on sleeping 
tablets. This kind of human 
life is foolishness, which we 
can remove only through 
awareness.

Railway Pensioners adalat held
MYSURU 

 
Mysuru Division of South 
Western Railway conducted 
the All India Pension Adalat 
– 2025 at the office of the Di-
visional Railway Manager, 
Mysuru on Monday.

The Pension Adalat was 
chaired by Mudit Mittal, Di-
visional Railway Manager, 
Mysuru Division.

The proceedings were at-
tended by Vishnu Gouda, Sr. 
DPO/Co-ord/MYS, Harsha-
vardhana, Sr. DFM/MYS, and 
Pruthvi S. Hullatti, DFM & 
PRO/MYS, who collectively 
redressed the grievances of 
the pensioners.

A total of 47 pensioners at-
tended the Pension Adalat. 
Thirty-two (32) cases were 
taken up for discussion, two 
new cases represented on the 
day of the Adalat. Out of 
these, 16 cases were disposed 

of on the spot, while the re-
maining cases are under ex-
amination and will be re-
dressed at the earliest.

Parthasarathy, President of 
the Railway Pensioners’ Wel-
fare Association, Mysuru, 
spoke on the occasion and ex-
pressed satisfaction over the 
expeditious manner in which 
Mysuru Division is addressing 
the grievances of pensioners 
and resolving issues promptly.

The Divisional Railway 

Manager, Mysuru, assured that 
all pending grievances would 
be resolved at the earliest.

G. S. Swaminathan, Gener-
al Secretary of the Railway 
Pensioners’ Welfare Associa-
tion, Mysuru, along with oth-
er association members, also 
attended the Pension Adalat.

Pensioners presented their 
grievances during the Adalat, 
which were duly clarified and 
addressed by the Railway of-
ficials.

MYSURU
 

Saying that development can-
not be halted, Mysuru -Koda-
gu Lok Sabha member Yadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chamaraja 
Wadiyar opined development 
must happen but it must go 
hand in hand with the heritage 
of Mysuru City.

Speaking after inaugurating 
a public interaction on ‘Great-
er Mysore or Greater Vi-
sion’hosted by VR Trust here 
on Sunday, he said since they 
cannot stop the growth of the 
city they must look into the 
pros and the construction of 
it. The city must grow in all 
the fields but a proper plan-
ning is required. None can 
dispute the fact that the city 
has grown the beyond the 
boundaries of 5.5 km a few 
decades ago, but at the same 
time it must not go the Benga-
luru City which lacks any 
planning. At any cost, they 
must not allow the Mysuru 
City to go astry.

Yaduveer said planning 
must be done from now on-
wards by keeping the growth 
of the city by 2047. It was a 
good opportunity for the 
Greater Mysore concept but 
for which a good planning is 
need of the hour.  A good bal-
ance between the old Mysuru 

and the modern Mysore must 
be maintained. The city must 
grow and more and more good 
Star hotels must come up here. 
There is a good scope for the 
promotion of medical and reli-
gious tourism. " I am not 
against the Greater Mysore 
concept but it must not disturb 
the heritage of the city which 
attracts lakhs of tourists. The 
growth will further pick up 
once the runway of the My-
sore airport is expanded and 
Kodagu road becomes four 
lanes. But I am against flyover 
and other development within 
the city which will spoil the 
beauty of our city".

Hunsur MLA G D Harish 
Gowda opined that the Great-
er Mysore concept must be 
studied well as it must not 
prove disastrous for the My-
suru City. He said there is a 
debate on the issue of Greater 
Mysore whether it must be 
welcomed or opposed. Ac-
cording to the government's 
plan, the existing size of the 
city which is around 100 sq 
km will become 338 sq km 
which is almost three times of 
the existing size. The present 
strength of the Mysuru City 
Corporation cannot handle if 
more number of gram pancha-
yats, town panchayats and 
village panchayats were 

brought under the city limits. 
Currently, around 2800 Safai 
Karmacharis are working and 
once the city become Greater 
they would require around 
10,000 Safai Karmacharis. It 
was not advisable to go for 
the Greater Mysore concept 
without any ground works. 
Any such major plan must 
suit the heritage of the city 
which had been developed 
carefully by the Wadiyars of 
Mysore.

FORM A STUDY TEAM
Former chief secretary Dr A 
Ravindra stressed the need to 
form a study group to study 
into the merits and demerits 

of the Greater Mysore con-
cept bring pushed by the State 
government led by Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah. How-
ever, at any cost the Mysure-
ans must oppose tooth and 
nail the metro in the city as it 
would destroy the heritage of 
the beautiful city called My-
sore which has been devel-
oped by the rulers of Mysore 
.He said Mysure is a special 
city thanks to its special fea-
tures and outlook and this 
must not be destroyed in the 
same of Greater Mysore con-
cept. Rapid urbanization has 
been happening all over the 
country and the city of Mysu-
ru was not an exception. My-

sore Development Authority 
has prepared a revised plan 
keeping in view the growth of 
Mysuru by 2031 and accord-
ingly, it has proposed the 
growth to 507 sq km includ-
ing Nanjangud and Sriranga-
patna township. Development 
cannot be stopped but it must 
strike a balance between her-
itage and modernity. 

It was heartening to note 
that a seminar of this kind had 
been organised much before 
the Greater Mysore concept 
came into existence. The vi-
sion is good but the matter of 
worry has been it's implemen-
tation. The Mysuru City must 
not go the Bengaluru City 

way which has around 80-90 
per cent building violations 
and living is horrible there. 
The Wadiyars took lot of care 
to develop the city of Mysore 
and it must not lose its heri-
tage tag, he said.

Noted theatre activist and 
actor Prakash Belavadi called 
upon the Mysureans to form a 
Citizens Society, an apolitical 
body and prepare a databank 
on the minute details of the 
greatness of Mysuru as that 
document is required in case 
they file a case in court 
against the proposed Greater 
Mysore concept being initiat-
ed by the state government.

What Mysuru required 
must not be decided in Vidha-
na soudha but by the Mysure-
ans. The citizens must decide 
what projects they wanted 
instead of the government im-
posing on them. There must 
be citizens' interest in the big-
ger projects and not of the 
politicians. The government 
must constitute the ward com-
mittees as per the 73rd and 
74th amendments to the Con-
stitution which had enshrined 
the people's participation in 
the big decisions. The citizens 
society must be formed to 
prepare a shadow master plan 
and submit it to the court if 
the state government initiated 

any project that would go 
against their interest.

Dr Shushruth Gowda, a 
noted neurologist and a BJP 
leader, said the Greater My-
sore project must not alter or 
destroy the heritage of the 
Mysuru City. 

Among the rulers, Sri Nal-
vadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar is 
known as the architect of the 
modern Mysuru thanks to his 
vision. During his tenure, the 
erstwhile Mysuru Kingdom 
witnessed an overall develop-
ment of the state with the 
number of educational institu-
tions and industries coming 
up across the State. The royal 
family sold the gold jewellery 
to build the Krishna Raja 
Sagar dam to provide drink-
ing water to the people. This 
dam has been a lifeline of 
millions of people till date. 

Dr Gowda said with so 
much development, the heri-
tage of city of Mysuru must 
not be destroyed in the name 
of development. The Greater 
Mysore concept must be put 
in the public domain for a 
thorough debate before it is 
given effect.

The program was moderat-
ed by Shyam Sundar Vattam, 
Mysuru Bureau Chief of City 
Hilights a state English daily 
newspaper, Mysuru.

Greater Mysore: Experts suggest to form Citizens’ Forum for a deep study

KSCA Prez Prasad visits Mysuru; 
interacts with Karnataka team

MYSURU
 

A team of the newly elected 
office-bearers led by KSCA 
President Venkatesh Prasad, 
visited Srikandatta Narasim-
haraja Wadiyar Stadium in 
the Manasagangotri campus 
in Mysuru on Monday.

The team consisted of 
KSCA Secretary, Santosh 

menon, Srinivas Prasad- 
Convener, KSCA Mysore 
Zone, Dr. Rohit Prakash - 
Match referee, U19 - Cooch 
Behar, Dr. Venkatesh Prasad 
B K, President KSCA, Avi-
nash Vaidya, MC Member 
were present.

Venkatesh Prasad ad-
dressed the Maharashtra U19 
team for few minutes.

MYSURU
 

Mysore, known as the global 
capital of yoga, is all set to 
host the Mysore Yoga Festi-
val 2025 from December 18 
to 21. The festival, which 
aims to bring together India's 
yoga heritage and the grow-
ing global yoga community 
on a single platform, is en-
tering its third edition.

 Every year, the festival is 
held based on a philosophy. 
This year, it is being held 
with the philosophy of 
'Tapas' and will reflect on the 
importance of continuous 
effort called Tapas to trans-
form our lives.

The inaugural ceremony 
of the festival will be held on 
18 December 2025 at 11.00 
am at the CAC Auditorium, 
Vijayanagar, Mysore. Three-
time GRAMI Award-win-
ning music composer and 
Padma Shri awardee Ricky 
Cage will be the chief guest. 
The guests of honour will be 
Mysore industrialist and 
philanthropist M. Jagannath 
Shenoy, Vice President of 

the Executive Board of the 
Indian Yoga Association, S. 
Sridharan, Founder-Presi-
dent of Nine Swars Informa-
tion Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 
Gopala Krishnan. The func-
tion will be presided over by 
Swamini Swatmavidyananda 
of Arsha Vigyan Gurukulam, 
Eugene, USA and Swami 
Dayananda Ashram, Rishi-
kesh.

On the same day, at 12:30 
pm, Madan Padaki will inau-
gurate the wellness exhibi-
tion stalls.

The closing ceremony to 
be held on 21 December 
2025 will be graced by the 
Chief Guest, Shri Yaduveer 
Krishnadatta Chamaraja 
Wodeyar, Member of Parlia-
ment for Mysore-Kodagu 
Lok Sabha constituency. 
This will mark the opening 
of this year's festival.

Global platform for yoga 
heritage
This year's Mysore Yoga 
Festival will see representa-
tives from over 30 countries. 
With over 500 participants 

and over 50 renowned yoga 
gurus, the festival is set to 
become one of the largest 
yoga gatherings in India. 
More than 40 workshops 
have been organized to en-
gage practitioners from all 
levels of yoga experience.

Mysore is home to great 
gurus like Sri T. Krishnam-
acharya, who is considered 
the father of modern yoga. 
His disciples also gave birth 
to new yoga traditions. The 
royal residence of the Maha-
raja of Mysore has also con-
tributed a lot to the yoga 
tradition. Every year thou-
sands of practitioners come 
here to study and practice 
yoga. This festival promotes 
the message that yoga is not 
just a physical exercise, but 
a complete science of life 
that nourishes the body-
mind-culture. Its main aim is 
to motivate people to adopt 
yoga in their daily lives 
through various programs of 
the festival. This will help in 
promoting harmony in soci-
ety, clarity in life and human 
harmony.

Three-day Yoga Utsav in 
Mysuru from December 18

MYSURU
 

Chamundeshwari Electricity 
Supply Corporation Limited 
(CESC) has organised the 
third quarterly public inter-
action meeting to address 
consumer grievances under 
the V.V. Mohalla Division 
on December 17 and 18 at 
the subdivision offices of 
Hootagalli, V.V. Mohalla, 
Kuvempunagar and R.K. 
Nagar, under the chairman-
ship of the Executive Engi-
neer (Electrical) / Superin-
tending Engineer (Electri-
cal) of the V.V. Mohalla 
Division.

On December 17,  the 
meeting will be held at 
11.00 am at the Hootagalli 
Subdivision Office and at 
3.30 pm at the V.V. Mohalla 
Subdivision Office.

On December 18, it will 
be held at 11.00 am at the 
Kuvempunagar Subdivision 
Office and at 4.00 pm at the 
R.K. Nagar Subdivision Of-
fice.Any electricity-related 
grievances can be submitted 
in the form of applications 
for redressal, according to a 
press release issued by the 
Executive Engineer (Elec-
trical), V.V. Mohalla Divi-
sion, CESC.

CESC Jan Sampark  
meeting on December 17, 18

NO POWER SUPPLY
MYSURU

 
Due to third-quarter main-
tenance works being under-
taken by CESC at the 66/11 
kV F.T.S. Power Distribu-
tion Centre, there will be 
irregular disruption in pow-
er supply on December 17 
from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm 
in the following areas.

The areas are: Kesare 1st 
& 2nd Stage, Subhasha 
Nagar, Shobha Garden, 
R.S. Naidu Nagar, N.R. 
Garden, Belavatta, Syad-
anahalli, Naganahalli, Ho-
sabadavane, K.R. Mill Col-
ony, Varuna Channel, Sid-
dalingapura, Kalastavadi, 
Lakshmipuram and sur-
rounding areas.
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HSR layout residents turn 500kg of waste into compost 
BENGALURU

Residents of Block B in HSR 
Layout’s Sector 7 have 
launched a decentralised, 
block-level composting initia-
tive covering 750 households, 
demonstrating how communi-
ty-driven waste management 
can significantly reduce the 
city’s dependence on landfills. 
The initiative, led by the HSR 
Citizens Forum, processes 
around 500kg of wet waste a 
day at source. 

This translates to nearly 
182 tonnes of waste annually 

being diverted from landfills, 
while also reducing the need 
for long-distance transporta-
tion of garbage. 

As part of the project, 20 

aerobic composters, two in 
each lane, have been installed 
across the block. 

Residents segregate wet 
waste at home, which is col-

lected by the Greater Bengal-
uru Authority’s auto tippers 
and handed over to trained 
workers of the forum for on-
site composting. The waste is 
mixed with dry leaf powder, 
cocopeat, inoculant compost, 
microbial powder, and cow 
dung slurry, and is turned 
once every 10 days. 

The compost matures in 
about 45 days. According to 
the forum, on average, the 
block processes around 15 
tonnes of wet waste every 
month and generates nearly 
five tonnes of compost. Of 

this, 50 percent is retained as 
brown material to sustain the 
composting cycle, while the 
remaining compost is distrib-
uted among residents and 
used to enrich parks and 
green spaces in and around 
the neighbourhood. 

Shanthi Thummala, founding 
member of the HSR Citizens 
Forum, said decentralised com-
posting offers a practical solu-
tion to urban waste challenges. 
Processing waste locally reduc-
es landfill pressure and makes 
neighbourhoods cleaner and 
greener, she said.

MODEL WASTE MANAGEMENT

QUICK READ

Two women killed  
in road accident  

on NICE Road

Hundi  
theft shocks 

 village

KASAPA City Unit  
held just one literary 

meet in 4 years

Bengaluru
Two women were killed 
after being hit by a car 
while crossing the road 
near the Hosakerehalli 

toll plaza on NICE Road, 
the police said. The de-

ceased have been identi-
fied as Rangamma (45) 
and Chaudamma, resi-
dents of RR Nagar. Both 

were natives of Yadgir 
district and worked as la-

bourers with a private 
contractor in the city. The 
incident occurred around 

6.15 pm when an SUV 
knocked them down as 
they were crossing the 

road on their way home. 
The driver fled the spot 
following the accident. 

However, the Kengeri traf-
fic police later traced and 
identified the suspect as 
Satyanarayana. Further 

investigation is on.

Bengaluru
Thieves broke into the 

Lord Anjaneya temple at 
Tirumalapura village in 
Nelamangala taluk and 

decamped with cash and 
valuables. The theft oc-
curred a week after the 
temple’s inauguration 

near T. Begur, following 
the completion of the 48-
day mandala pooja. Since 
the opening, miscreants 

are suspected to have 
stolen K40,000–K50,000 

from the hundi and a 
brass lamp pole valued at 
around K20,000. Villagers 
were scheduled to count 
the hundi collections on 
Monday. Nelamangala 
Rural police have regis-

tered a case and 
launched an investigation.

Bengaluru
Owing to inadequate 
funding, support and 
encouragement from 
the central unit of the 

Kannada Sahitya Pari-
shad (KASAPA), the City 

District Unit has man-
aged to organise only 
one District Kannada 

Sahitya Sammelana in 
the last four years. The 
executive committee 
led by M.  Prakasam-

ruthi, elected president 
of the city unit, has 

completed its four-year 
term. However, the 17th 
District Kannada Sahit-

ya Sammelana in the 
capital could not be 

held due to persistent 
administrative disputes 

with the central unit, 
particularly over the re-
lease of required funds.

Work Resumes on Kanteerava 
Studio Junction Underpass

After years of delays, underpass work finally restarts, raising hopes for commuters
BENGALURU

After being delayed for more 
than a decade, construction of 
the underpass at Kanteerava 
Studio Junction on the Outer 
Ring Road near the Dr Rajku-
mar Memorial in northwest-
ern Bengaluru has finally re-
gained momentum. The proj-
ect, taken up by the Bangalore 
Development Authori ty 
(BDA), is seen as a crucial 
solution to ease traffic con-
gestion and improve safety at 
what has long been a danger-
ous junction for both motor-
ists and pedestrians.

The underpass connects 
Peenya on one side with the 
Kanteerava Studio main road 
leading towards Nandini Lay-
out on the other. Work on the 
project began in 2011 with an 
initial estimate of ₹47.4 crore, 
excluding land acquisition 
costs. Over the past 14 years, 
nearly ₹100 crore has been 
spent, yet the structure re-
mains incomplete due to pro-

longed litigation and delays in 
acquiring land.

According to BDA offi-
cials, about ₹39 crore has so 
far been spent on construc-
tion, while land acquisition 
costs have reached nearly ₹60 
crore, taking the total expen-
diture to around ₹99 crore. At 
present, the ramp on the Peen-
ya side and the central portion 
of the underpass beneath the 
Outer Ring Road are com-
plete. Work on the remaining 
ramp, which had been stalled 
for years, has finally begun 

after utility lines were shifted 
and excavation commenced.

A senior BDA official said 
the remaining work could be 
completed within six months, 
though junior engineers esti-
mate that it may take closer to 
10 months. The prolonged 
delay had turned the junction 
into a traffic nightmare, with 
frequent accidents reported 
over the years.

The area above the under-
pass had been used as a park-
ing zone for auto-tippers col-
lecting solid waste and other 

vehicles, but it was recently 
cleared to facilitate construc-
tion. Meanwhile, the existing 
ramp from the Peenya side 
has become a dumping 
ground for construction de-
bris, further complicating traf-
fic movement. Surrounding 
roads are riddled with pot-
holes, posing additional risks 
to commuters.

Traffic police personnel said 
they have repeatedly written to 
officials of the Greater Bengal-
uru Authority (GBA) seeking 
repairs, but received little re-
sponse. “Many vehicles collide 
while trying to avoid potholes. 
We are then left to deal with 
accidents and casualties,” a 
traffic policeman said, adding 
that officers were forced to 
temporarily fill potholes with 
debris and soil in the absence 
of official action.

With work finally resuming, 
commuters now hope the un-
derpass will soon be completed 
and bring long-awaited relief to 
this accident-prone stretch.

Bulldozers in 
Cantonment railway 
land fears tree felling
BENGALURU

Cantonment Railway land 
woke to the sound of bulldoz-
ers, making enviornmentalists 
apprehensive, a few days after 
the state government with-
drew its notification declaring 
the site as a Biodiversity Her-
itage Site.

According to Parisarakkagi 
Naavu, a group of enviorn-
mentalists who were in the 
forefront in protecting the 
trees, bulldozers were brought 
to the site days after the gov-
ernment rolled back the noti-
fication.

While officials have main-
tained that no permission has 
been granted for tree-felling, 
activists say the presence of 
machinery itself is alarming.

The 8.61-acre land parcel is 
home to 368 mature trees, 
some over 70 years old, sup-
porting birds, small wildlife 
and a naturally evolved eco-
system. “Following public 
opposition, including over 
15,000 written objections, the 
state government had ap-
proved the area as a Biodiver-
sity Heritage Site on Septem-
ber 10. However, the notifica-
tion was withdrawn on De-
cember 6. When questioned, 
the officials cited that the land 
belongs to the Indian Rail-
ways and that the Centre had 
not been consulted and hence 
the notification was with-
drawn,” said Parvathi Srira-
ma, State General Secretary, 
Parisarakkagi Navu. This roll-
back is deeply worrying, said 
Mahesh Basapur, Secretary, 
Parisarakkaagi Naavu.

Declaring a site as a heri-
tage space and then withdraw-
ing it without a clear explana-

tion raises serious questions. 
These are not ornamental 
trees but decades-old, biodi-
verse trees. Once this land is 
lost, Bengaluru will never get 
back such a green space in the 
heart of the city.

Parvathi said that compen-
satory plantation cannot justi-
fy the loss.

Planting saplings cannot re-
place a 70 or 80-year-old tree. 
Bengaluru’s climate is already 
deteriorating. Cutting these 
trees will only worsen heat, wa-
ter stress and air quality, she 
said, adding that citizens are 
prepared to protest and ap-
proach the courts if required. 
Environmentalists have ques-
tioned the logic of rolling back 
biodiversity protection on juris-
dictional grounds.

Whether the land belongs to 
the State or the Centre should 
not matter once its ecological 
value has been recognised, 
said Vinod Jacob, environ-
mentalist and urban strategist.  

This is one of the last re-
maining lung spaces in the 
Cantonment–Shivajinagar–
Bamboo Bazaar stretch, an 
area that is already heavily 
overcrowded.

Jacob flagged concerns 
over reports of proposed 

multi-storey construc-
tion on the land. Ques-
tions of water availabil-
ity, traffic, parking and 
biodiversity loss have 

not been answered. De-
velopment should focus 
on restoring dilapidated 

structures nearby, not 
destroying established 

green cover, he said.

Banner confused public, no turf 
on Nandan ground: MLA Harris

BENGALURU

Bangalore Development Au-
thority (BDA) Chairman and 
MLA, NA Harris, has assured 
people that the Nandan foot-
ball ground will be accessible 
to the public even after the 
proposed renovation. He said 
the nature of the ground will 
remain the same and that no 
artificial turf would be in-
stalled. 

Meeting a group of resi-
dents and players at Nandan 
ground, he claimed the confu-
sion arose only because the 
banner announcing the reno-
vation work displayed a foot-
ball stadium with artificial 
turf. “The picture was wrong. 
I know everybody has to play, 
so I made it clear right in the 
beginning that there should be 
no turfing. People can play 
cricket, football, and hockey 

as well,” he informed the 
gathering.

A lot of our local schools 
also need this space for their 
annual day and sports day 
events. There is no question 
of having turf, he said. Wel-
coming the assurance from 
the MLA, players requested 
facilities like water supply 

and nets to prevent balls from 
going out of the ground. We 
have already built the chang-
ing room. We want to add fa-
cilities like viewing galleries, 
toilets, drinking water, and 
floodlights, the MLA said, 
adding the drainage will be 
improved to avoid problems 
after rain.

Youth climbs 
temple building 
to steal hundis

BENGALURU

A 19-year-old was caught by 
locals while allegedly trying 
to steal donation boxes (hun-
dis) from Sri Venkateshwara 
Temple in Bellandur. He was 
later handed over to police, 
who arrested him and released 
him on station bail. The ac-
cused, Lokesh alias Suraj Ku-
mar, is a Bellandur resident. 
Police said he is “mentally 
unstable. 

According to a complaint 
by a temple trustee, the inci-
dent occurred around 2.30pm 
when the priest spotted 
Lokesh trying to remove hun-
dis and alerted the trustee. 
Lokesh allegedly used a lad-
der to climb onto the temple 
building and carried the boxes 
one by one, placing them on 
the roof before returning for 
more.

350-400 MT RDF collected daily  
in GBA limits: CEO Karigowda

BENGALURU

In order to effectively man-
age solid waste in Bengalu-
ru city, the information, ed-
ucation and communication 
programs undertaken by the 
Greater Bengaluru Authori-
ty’s Bengaluru Solid Waste 
Management Limited for 
public awareness have in-
creased the rate of waste seg-
regation at source and also 
increased the rate of collec-
tion of low-value plastic RDF 
(Refused Derived Fuel). 
This is a bold step in solid 
waste management.

Currently, 350 MT to 400 
MT of low-value plastic 
RDF is being collected dai-
ly, said GBA’s Chief Exec-
utive Officer Karigowda.

Approximately 100-150 
MT of waste is being sent to 
the waste to energy genera-
tion plant near Bidadi.

An agreement has been 
made to transport 200-250 
MT of waste to the Dalmia 

Cement Limited unit in 
neighboring Kadapa district, 
and on Monday, the first 
day, a total of 160 MT of 
low-value plastic RDF is 
being transported.

Dalmia Cement Limited 
has entered into an agree-
ment with Bengaluru Solid 
Waste Management Limited 
to accept up to 1,000 MT of 

low-value plastic RDF 
waste daily.

Dalmia Cement Limited 
will give Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) credits 
in the said process to Ban-
galore Solid Waste Manage-
ment Limited. This will 
benefit Bangalore Solid 
Waste Management Limited 
financially.

Chilly weather in B’luru, 
could break its record again
BENGALURU

The city is experiencing se-
vere cold conditions over the 
last few days but, despite the 
foggy weather and cold wind, 
people are still coming out for 
walking and jogging to stay 
healthy.

Bengaluru is experiencing a 
biting chill, affecting daily 
life. The minimum tempera-
ture has dropped to 14–16 
degrees Celsius. Due to the 
cold and chilly winds, people 
are hesitant to go out for 
morning walks. However, at 
Sankey Lake, people have 
been enthusiastic amid the 
cold and are still going for 
walks.

Bengaluru is experiencing 
foggy conditions with cold 

winds. The wind speed aver-
ages 16 kmph and people 
have dug out their woollies, 
wearing sweaters and caps to 
keep warm while walking. An 
elderly person was even spot-
ted at Sankey Lake in a 
wheelchair.

Experts from the Indian 
Meteorological Department 
say temperatures could drop 
to 12 degrees Celsius in De-
cember. The lowest tempera-
ture was recorded in 2016. 
There is a possibility that this 
record could be broken again 
in December. Regardless, 
even though the Sun is shin-
ing in Bengaluru during the 
day, the chill is not letting up. 
So, it’s better to take extra 
care of health during this 
time, they advised.

Police arrest 
serial molester

BENGALURU

A 27-year-old biker, who al-
legedly targeted women walk-
ing or riding alone in the eve-
nings and molested them in 
public places, has been arrested 
by Kamakshipalya police in 
West Bengaluru. The accused, 
identified as T Vinod, a resident 
of Herohalli, would allegedly 
approach women after evening 
and in a sudden action tightly 
hug them and sexually assault 
them before fleeing the spot. 
Police said he specifically tar-
geted women who were alone, 
either on foot or on two-wheel-
ers.  A senior police officer said 
that Vinod had been indulging 
in such acts for over a month. 
He was emboldened because 
none of the victims came for-
ward to lodge a complaint.  The 
arrest was made following a 
complaint filed by a woman 
who was riding her two-wheel-
er on December 2. When she 
slowed down near Srinivasa 
Circle at Sunkadakatte to avoid 
a pothole, the accused allegedly 
ran up to her, held her, and mo-
lested her. 

48 flights delayed due to low visibility 
at Kempegowda International Airport

BENGALURU

A total of 48 flights were de-
layed at Bengaluru’s Kempe-
gowda International Airport 
(KIA) due to low visibility 
caused by dense fog on Mon-
day morning. 

The delays mainly took 
place between 4.14 am and 
10.30 am. Of the 48, two 
were international flights, and 
the rest were domestic.

The airport has seen similar 
flight delays since early No-
vember. Both the north and 
south runways of the KIA are 
equipped with CAT III-B sys-

tem, which is designed to pro-
vide support during low-visi-
bility conditions. It provides 
accurate lateral and vertical 
guidance to pilots, ensuring a 
safe and aligned touchdown. 

Despite this, flight opera-
tions at the airport remain im-
pacted due to low visibility 
during the winter months, es-
pecially during the early 
morning hours.

Additionally, four flights to 
Delhi have also been cancelled. 
The cancellations have been 
attributed to extreme weather 
conditions in Delhi and conse-
quent flight rotation.
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Electrical safety 

workshop for 
engineering students

Police head 
constable dies 

after chest pain 

Chikkaballapur
A two-day workshop on 
electrical systems and 

safety was organised on 
December 10–11, 2025, for 

first-semester BE stu-
dents of the CSE and EEE 
departments at Chintam-

ani Polytechnic College, 
Chintamani University.

The sessions introduced 
students to electrical cir-
cuits, types of equipment, 

key components, and 
fundamental principles of 

electrical safety. Partici-
pants were also taught 

safety regulations, protec-
tive measures, and proper 

handling of electrical 
tools and installations to 

prevent accidents.
The workshop was inau-
gurated by KV Venkatai-
ah, Principal of Chintam-
ani Polytechnic Col-
lege, who empha-
sised the impor-

tance of combining 
technical knowledge 

with safety aware-
ness. Faculty mem-
bers, including Dr. G. 

Shivamurthy and oth-
er instructors, guided 

students through 
practical demonstra-
tions and explained 

safe operational pro-
cedures. Students, 

along with teaching 
and non-teaching 

staff, actively partici-
pated in the sessions, 
gaining hands-on ex-

perience.

Kolar
A police head con-

stable died after ex-
periencing sudden 
chest pain while on 

duty in Kolar on Sun-
day night. The de-
ceased has been 
identified as Sub-

ramani, who was at-
tached to the Nan-
gali Police Station. 

According to reports, 
Subramani was on 
active duty in a 112 

emergency response 
vehicle when he 
suddenly com-

plained of severe 
chest pain. Col-

leagues immediately 
rushed him to a hos-
pital for medical as-
sistance. However, 

he breathed his last 
on the way to the 

hospital. Preliminary 
information sug-

gests that he may 
have suffered a 

heart attack, though 
the exact cause of 
death will be con-

firmed after further 
medical examina-
tion. The incident 

occurred within the 
jurisdiction of the 

Nangali Police 
 Station.

Kppp-SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 

No.PRE/CKD/Db/kppp/2025-26/6075                        Date: 11-12-2025

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, State, Item 
Rate (Technical bids and Financial bids through E-Mode), E-
Bids are invited for the following works through standard 
tender document KW-1, KW-2, KW-3, KW-4 (Standard 
Tender Document) from the eligible Contractors, registered 
in P.R.E. Department, & with kppp registration Bangalore, on 
“turn-key”, basis only. 
1]Last date of request for issue of blank E-bid document 
through 
e-Procurment Date:Other works:11-12-2025 To 20-12-2025, 
2]Bid Closing & submission Date: 21-12-2025 AT 04:00 PM, 
3]Financial Bid Opening Date:22-12-2025 AT 11:00 AM, 4]Pre 
Bid Meeting Date: [KW-3 & 4 Works Only]:19-12-2025 AT 
05:00 PM,5]Techanical Bid Opening Date: [KW-3 & 4 Works 
Only]:22-12-2025 AT 11:00 AM,6]Financial Bid Opening 
Date: [KW-3 & 4 Works Only]:24-12-2025 AT 11:00 AM, 
General Works Indent No's:21489, 21220, 21376, 21380, 
21368, 21288, 21260, 21387, 13415, 14805, 7986, 18906, 
17139, 17140, 19387, 17487,SC  Works Indent No's:21266, 
21264, ST Works Indent No's:21265, Category 1 Works 
Indent No's:21373, Category 2A Works Indent No's:21490, 
21222, 20809, 15386, 

For further details, the agencies may contact the 
office of the undersigned, during office hours, or may visit 
web site: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/

Sd/-Executive Engineer
P.R.E. Division, Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1482/KSMCA/2025-26

Email :preckdee@gmail.com           Office Phone No: 08338-272131,   

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
ZILLA PANCHAYAT BELAGAVI

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
PANCHAYAT RAJ ENGINEERING DIVISION, CHIKODI

City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru
Office: 08262 - 230420  Fax:0862232272  Commissioner : 08262 – 232272  Help Line: 08262-

232222    E-Mail ID: comm_ckg@yahoo.co.in Website: www.chickmagalur.gov.in
¸ÀASÉå:¹JA¹/¹PÉJA/d.».C/¹.Dgï/01/2025-26                            ¢£ÁAPÀ: 09.12.2025.

JOB NO   1390/83      10 X 3

Tenders are invited through e-procurement (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from authorized
vendors / distributors / suppliers, subject to conditions, for the supply of the following
materials related to sewerage management under the AMRUT Scheme. Interested parties
may submit tenders as per the prescribed conditions.

e-Procurement  Tender Notice

Sl
No.

Details of work Approx. Amount
(Rs. in lakhs)

1

E.M.D.
(in Rs.)

Cost of Tender Form – As per e-procurement. Time Period: 03 Months
1. Last date for submission of tenders on e-procurement portal:24-12-2025 up to 17:30 hrs
2. Date of opening of Technical Bid:26-12-2025 at 11:00 hrs
3. Date of opening of Financial Bid:29-12-2025 at 11:00 hrs
Further details are available during office working hours and also on https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in.    If any changes are made due to any reason, the same will be
published only on the e-procurement portal and will not be published in newspapers.
Contractors are advised to regularly visit the KPP portal for updates.

DIPR/ckm/No.118/ksmca/25-26/1390

Sd/-  (Sri B.C. Basavaraju, K.M.A.S.)
Municipal Commissioner, City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru

Sd/- (Smt. B. Sheela Dinesh)  President
 City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru.

Sd/- (Smt. Lalitha Ravinaik )  Vice President
City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru.

100.00DMA/2025-26/IND 5383/CALL-2 1,02,716/-

KSRTC increases incentives 
for accident-free drivers

I, Siddamma, resident of Tadasuru 
Bovi Colony, Tadasuru Post, Kasaba 
Hobli, Tiptur Taluk, Tumakuru – 
572201, state that my title deed 
(Survey No. 324, Site No. 10) was 
lost in Tiptur on 13/02/2022 at 
around 12.41 pm.
If anyone has found it, kindly return 
it to the above address or contact 
this phone number: 7483594294.

Document Lost 

I, ASHMATH AFIFA KHANAM, 
D/o Ashmath Khan, Resident of 
No. 31/B, 4th Cross, Lalji Nagar, 

Lakkasandra Extn, Adagodi, 
Bengaluru-560030, have changed 

my name to AFIFA KHANUM, 
vide affidavit dated: 15.12.2025 
before notary G.DAYANANDA, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

IN THE COURT OF THE II ADDITIONAL CIVIL 
JUDGE & J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA

C. MIS.NO.1039/2025
BETWEEN:- Sri. C. Murthy ...PETITIONER
AND: The Commissioner (Birth & Death) Nagarasabe, 
Doddaballapura ... RESPONDENT

Public Notice
Whereas the petitioner has filed the above petition 
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth 
and Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the 
respondent authorities to issue death certificate 
of his grandfather of Sri. Hanumappa S/o Late 
Munishami @ Undadiga who was died on 08/06/1984 
in home at Kacheripalya, Nagarasaba Ward No.31, 
Doddaballapura Town, Doddaballapura and the 
Hon'ble court has posted for the above petition on 
17.01.2026 for hearing of the petition. If any person/s 
desire to oppose the said petition or claim or interest 
shall appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by 
pleader duly interested at 11.00AM failing which the 
said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given Under my hand seal of this Court today ie, on 
15.12.2025

Order by court
Chiefministerial Officer, Il Addl. & J.M.F.C Court, 

Doddaballapura
Amarnath M Advocate, Sree. Gururaghavendra Law 
Chamber, Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross, Opp. 
Court Complex, Doddaballapura

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

KSRTC has announced enhanced incentives and allowances for accident-free 
drivers, effective January 1, 2026, to encourage road safety

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Road 
Transport Corporation (KS-
RTC) has announced an in-
crease in incentive payments 
for drivers who maintain an 
accident-free record. The de-
cision was issued by KSRTC 
Managing Director Akram 
Pasha, aiming to reward and 
motivate safe driving practic-
es across the state.

Previously, drivers awarded 
the Chief Minister’s Gold 
Medal received a cash prize 
of ₹5,000. Under the revised 
scheme, this amount has been 
doubled to ₹10,000. Addition-
ally, the monthly allowance 
for these medal-winning driv-
ers has been raised by ₹500–

1,000.
Similarly, drivers who have 

been awarded the Silver Med-
al earlier received ₹2,500 as a 
cash reward. This amount has 
now been increased to ₹5,000, 
while their monthly allow-
ance has been doubled from 
₹250 to ₹500. These enhance-

ments are designed to recog-
nise the dedication and pro-
fessional conduct of drivers 
who contribute to KSRTC’s 
safe and reliable services.

The revised incentive struc-
ture will come into effect 
from January 1, 2026. KS-
RTC officials emphasized that 

this initiative is part of broad-
er efforts to encourage road 
safety, reduce accidents, and 
reward drivers for exemplary 
performance. By offering 
higher cash rewards and al-
lowances, KSRTC hopes to 
further instil a culture of re-
sponsible and accident-free 
driving among its workforce, 
ultimately ensuring safer 
transportation services for 
passengers across Karnataka.

This move aligns with the 
corporation’s ongoing com-
mitment to promoting safety, 
accountability, and excellence 
within its operations, while 
also recognising the crucial 
role drivers play in maintain-
ing public trust and service 
reliability.

DC urges 100% progress in 
national pulse polio campaign
BENGALURU RURAL

District Collector A.B. Basa-
varaju has urged parents to 
ensure that all children under 
five receive the free polio 
vaccine during the upcoming 
National Pulse Polio Cam-
paign, scheduled from De-
cember 21 to 24, 2025. 
Speaking at a preparatory 
meeting at the District Collec-
torate, he emphasized the im-
portance of achieving 100% 
coverage in the district.

Polio booths will be set up 
across all government taluk 
hospitals, community health 
centers, 24/7 primary health 
centers, urban health centers, 
selected schools, and Angan-
wadi centers. Additional 
booths will be established at 
public spaces such as bus 
stands, railway stations, mar-
kets, and toll plazas. Health 
workers are instructed to 
identify target areas, provide 
proper training, and ensure 
children who miss vaccina-
tion are reached through 
house-to-house visits, includ-
ing migrant children.

The Collector also high-
lighted recent child mortality 
data, reporting 18 deaths 
among infants aged 0-1 years 
across the district from April 
to November, with additional 
deaths among children aged 
1-5 years and three pregnant 
women. He stressed that 
health workers, nurses, and 
doctors play a vital role in 
safeguarding maternal and 
child health and called for 

raising public awareness to 
prevent further fatalities.

Hospitals are directed to 
conduct timely health checks, 
admit children when neces-
sary, and ensure proper vacci-
nation follow-up. 

Any negligence or delay in 
care that leads to child or ma-
ternal deaths will invite strict 
action. The meeting was at-
tended by district health and 
family welfare officials, in-
cluding Dr. Seema Rudrappa 
Mabele and Dr. Hemavati, 
along with taluk health offi-
cers, doctors, and health de-
partment staff.

The Collector urged all 
stakeholders to ensure com-
prehensive coverage, prevent 
future tragedies, and achieve 
100% success in the polio 
vaccination drive.

District Collector A.B. 
Basavaraju urges 

parents to vaccinate 
all children under five 

during December’s 
Pulse Polio Campaign 

to achieve full 
coverage

Students Must Focus on 
Emerging Technologies: Soumya

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Technical workshops provide 
students with practical expo-
sure that goes beyond text-
book-based knowledge, said 
Soumya, Head of the Depart-
ment of Computer Science 
and Engineering at the Chin-
tamani Government Polytech-
nic College. She was speak-
ing while inaugurating a two-
day workshop titled “Intro-
duction to Internet of Things 
Using Arduino for Engineer-
ing Applications”, organised 
for third-semester BE stu-
dents of the CSE and CSE–AI 
& ML departments for the 
academic year 2025–26.

The programme was held at 
the constituent technical col-
lege of Chintamani Universi-
ty. Soumya said the workshop 
was aimed at equipping stu-
dents with industry-relevant 
skills and preparing them to 

meet current technological 
demands. She explained that 
the institution regularly or-
ganises technical workshops, 
seminars, and practice-orient-
ed learning programmes to 
enhance students’ technical 
competence. The objective of 
this workshop was to provide 
students with a clear under-
standing of the fundamentals 
of Internet of Things (IoT) 
technology and its practical 
applications.

She elaborated on the vast 
scope of IoT by citing re-
al-time examples and demon-
strating how the technology is 
used in various engineering 
applications. 

Emphasising experiential 
learning, she noted that such 
workshops help students gain 
hands-on experience beyond 
theoretical concepts. She 
urged students to focus on ap-
plying technology productive-

ly and creatively to solve re-
al-world problems.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Principal Dr. G. Shi-
vamurthy said that technical 
workshops play a crucial role 
in shaping students’ future 
technological growth. He add-
ed that expanding such pro-
grammes in the coming days 
and introducing advanced 
technologies would further 
strengthen students’ skills and 
career prospects.

Assistant professors N. 
Naveen and Aishwarya N. 
Kumar, along with students, 
t e a c h i n g  f a c u l t y,  a n d 
non-teaching staff, were 
present during the workshop. 
The organisers expressed 
confidence that the pro-
gramme would inspire stu-
dents to deepen their interest 
in emerging technologies and 
enhance their  pract ical 
knowledge.

Two-day workshop on applied 
mathematics and engineering tools 
CHIKKABALLAPUR

A two-day workshop was or-
ganised on December 10 and 
11, 2025, for third-semester 
BE students of the Computer 
Science and Engineering 
(CSE) and Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering 
(EEE) departments at the 
Chintamani University Poly-
technic College for the 2025–
26 academic year.

The workshop focused on 
practical applications of ma-
trices, vectors, and algebraic 
computations using computa-
tional operators and E-mail-
based communication tools. 
Students were trained on how 
to apply mathematical con-
cepts to solve engineering 
problems effectively. The 
programme also emphasized 
the practical utility of these 
tools in real-world engineer-
ing scenarios, enabling stu-
dents to connect theoretical 

knowledge with hands-on 
applications.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Anil Kumar, Head of 
the Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering, 
who highlighted the impor-
tance of combining technical 
knowledge with applied 
skills. He explained how un-
derstanding mathematical 
structures and operators can 
enhance problem-solving ca-
pabilities in engineering 
projects.

Principal Dr. G. Shivamur-
thy, along with faculty mem-
bers and staff, participated 
actively in the sessions and 
encouraged students to take 
full advantage of such train-
ing opportunities. The faculty 
guided students through ex-
ercises and practical demon-
strations, ensuring that partic-
ipants gained a clear under-
standing of concepts and their 
applications.

Chitradurga 
mega Lok Adalat 

unites nine 
couples

CHITRADURGA

During the final Mega Lok 
Adalat of 2025 held on De-
cember 13, nine couples in 
Chitradurga district resolved 
their marital disputes and offi-
cially reunited. The event was 
organized under the guidance 
of Principal District and Ses-
sions Judges and Rona Va-
sudev, President of the District 
Legal Services Authority, fol-
lowing directives from the State 
Legal Services Authority. The 
Mega Lok Adalat addressed a 
total of 4,913 pending cases, 
of which 3,840 were resolved 
amicably. Additionally, 75,637 
pre-existing cases were settled 
through consent. The cases in-
cluded 168 cheque dishonor 
disputes, 48 non-compound-
able criminal matters, 57 bank 
recovery cases, 80 motor vehi-
cle accident claims, 47 proper-
ty disputes, 116 enforcement 
cases, and 595 birth registra-
tion matters, all resolved 
through mutual agreement.
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EAM Jaishankar to Co-Chair Key India-UAE Talks, 
Visit Israel for Bilateral Consultations

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S. Jaishankar will co-
chair the 16th Joint Commis-
sion and the 5th Strategic Di-
alogue with the United Arab 
Emirates in Abu Dhabi on 
Monday, marking another sig-
nificant step in strengthening 
India’s engagement with key 
partners in West Asia. The 
meetings will be held with 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, the UAE’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, following 
Jaishankar’s participation in 

the Sir Bani Yas Forum, the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) confirmed.

According to the MEA, the 
Joint Commission and Strate-
gic Dialogue will focus on 
reviewing the full spectrum of 
India-UAE relations, includ-
ing political cooperation, 
trade and investment, energy, 
defence, technology, and peo-
ple-to-people ties. India and 
the UAE share a comprehen-
sive strategic partnership, and 
these high-level interactions 
are expected to further deepen 
cooperation across multiple 
sectors of mutual interest.

After concluding his en-
gagements in the UAE, EAM 
Jaishankar will travel to Isra-
el, where he is scheduled to 
hold bilateral consultations 
with his Israeli counterpart, 
Foreign Minister Gideon 

Sa’ar. The visit comes at a 
time of heightened regional 
tensions and underscores In-
dia’s continued diplomatic 
engagement with Israel and 
the broader West Asian  
region.

Ahead of his visit, Jaishan-
kar on Monday extended 
warm greetings to Foreign 
Minister Gideon Sa’ar and the 
people of Israel on the occa-
sion of Hanukkah. In a post 
on social media platform X, 
the External Affairs Minister 
wrote, Warmest wishes to FM 
Gideon Sa’ar, friends in Israel 
and all those celebrating Ha-

nukkah around the world. 
May the Festival of Lights 
bring peace, hope, and joy to 
all. Chag Sameach! Respond-
ing to the message, Gideon 
Sa’ar expressed appreciation, 
replying, Thank you, dear 
friend!

Later in the evening,  
Jaishankar strongly con-
demned a deadly terrorist at-
tack targeting Jewish people 
celebrating the first day of 
Hanukkah at Bondi Beach in 
Australia. The attack claimed 
several innocent lives and 
drew widespread international 
condemnation.  

JAISHANKAR UAE ISRAEL

QUICK READ
Nitin Nabin offers prayers 

at Hanuman temple 
before leaving for Delhi

Abhishek Banerjee to 
hold meeting with 

party MPs on Dec 17

Lalan Singh hits out  
at Cong over vote  

theft claims

Patna
Senior BJP leader and 
Bihar Cabinet Minister 
Nitin Nabin, who has 

been appointed as the 
National Working Presi-

dent of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, offered 

prayers at the Hanuman 
Temple in Patna on 

Monday before leaving 
for Delhi. After offering 

prayers at the Hanuman 
Temple in Patna, Nabin 
visited Rajvanshi Nagar, 

where he paid floral 
tributes to his late father 

and senior BJP leader 
Naveen Kishore Prasad 
Sinha at his statue. In-
teracting with media 

persons for the first time 
after assuming the new 

responsibility, Nitin 
Nabin expressed grati-

tude to the party and re-
called his father’s ideo-

logical legacy.

Kolkata
Trinamool Congress 

General Secretary and 
the party’s Lok Sabha 

member, Abhishek Ba-
nerjee, will hold a coor-
dination meeting with 
all the party MPs, both 

from the Lok Sabha and 
the Rajya Sabha, on 

Wednesday in New Del-
hi. Although officially, 

Trinamool Congress has 
claimed that the meet-
ing is intended to fix the 

responsibilities of the 
party MPs amid the cru-
cial Assembly elections 

in West Bengal next 
year, party insiders said 
that one of the principal 
agendas of the coordi-

nation meeting on 
Wednesday is to sort 

out the internal differ-
ences between some 

party MPs, which often 
come out in public.

New Delhi
Union Minister and for-

mer JD(U) national 
president Rajiv Ranjan 
Singh, also known as 

Lalan Singh, on Monday 
hit back at the Congress 

over its allegations of 
vote theft. His remarks 
came as the Congress 

held a major rally at 
Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan 

to intensify its cam-
paign against the al-
leged vote fraud and 
the Special Intensive 

Revision (SIR) of voter 
lists. Party workers and 
leaders from across the 
country gathered in the 
national capital to par-
ticipate in the mega ral-
ly. Speaking to reporters 
outside Parliament, La-
lan Singh said, I have al-

ready said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had advised them (the 
Opposition) to win the 

confidence of the public 
by offering solutions.

Rijiju Condemns Anti-Modi Slogans, 
Seeks Cong Apology in Parliament

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju condemned slogans against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, demanding a public apology from Congress leadership.

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju 
on Monday strongly con-
demned what he described as 
objectionable and dangerous 
slogans raised against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
during a Congress rally, call-
ing on the party’s top leader-
ship to issue an unconditional 
public apology in Parliament. 
Rijiju said mere denials or 
distancing from the incident 
were insufficient, given the 
gravity of the remarks al-
legedly made at the rally.

Speaking to reporters, the 
Union Minister said that the 
Prime Minister of India is not 
just a political figure but the 
democratically elected leader 
of the world’s largest democ-
racy, representing a nation of 

1.4 billion people. The Prime 
Minister of India, Narendra 
Modi, is recognised by the 
world and by the people of 
our country. It is extremely 
sad and regrettable if some 
opposition members call for 

his killing. Mere denial is not 
enough, Rijiju said.

He stressed that account-
ability must come from the 
highest levels of the Congress 
Party. According to Rijiju, 
both the Congress President 

and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament must apol-
ogise openly on the floor of 
the House. If there is any 
sense of humanity and respect 
for the nation and society 
within the Congress Party, 
they should not delay in apol-
ogising openly in Parliament 
to the people of the country, 
he said, adding that only such 
a step would demonstrate that 
the party acknowledged its 
mistake.

Rijiju emphasised that 
while political rivalry is an 
inherent part of democracy, it 
must never descend into per-
sonal threats or incitement to 
violence. He noted that even 
among political opponents, 
there is a long-standing tradi-
tion of basic courtesy and mu-
tual respect. 

Shiv Sena (UBT) Slams 
Maharashtra Govt Over 

Missing Girls, Alleges 
Neglect Women’s Safety

Shiv Sena UBT accused 
Maharashtra’s Mahayuti 
government of  ignoring 

women’s safety amid 
rising missing girls cases 

statewide.

MUMBAI

The Shiv Sena Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray (UBT) on 
Monday launched a sharp at-
tack on the BJP-led Mahayuti 
government in Maharashtra, 
accusing it of prioritising po-
li t ical  self-interest  and 
self-congratulation while the 
state faces an alarming rise in 
cases of missing girls. The 
party alleged that governance 
has taken a back seat even as 
public safety, particularly the 
security of women and chil-
dren, continues to deteriorate.

In a strongly worded edito-
rial published in its mouth-
piece Saamana, the Thackeray 
camp claimed that the state 
government is more focused 
on protecting traitors and 
serving a select group of po-
litical allies and cronies than 
addressing urgent social is-
sues. According to the edito-
rial, government machinery is 
being misused to safeguard 
political interests, while the 
safety of ordinary citizens, 
especially women and girls, 
has been pushed to the  
margins.

The editorial took particular 
aim at Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis’ recent an-

nouncement regarding the 
establishment of a grand 
Global Capability Centre 
(GCC) in Powai, Mumbai. 
The Thackeray camp de-
scribed the move as a celebra-
tory exercise that starkly con-
trasts with the grim reality 
unfolding in the state. It 
pointed out that Mumbai it-
self, where the proposed cen-
tre is to be set up, is witness-
ing a disturbing rise in cases 
of missing girls, raising seri-
ous questions about the gov-
ernment’s priorities.

Linking the issue to wel-
fare initiatives, the Shiv Sena 
(UBT) questioned the effec-
tiveness and intent behind 
schemes such as the ‘Ladki 
Bahin’ Yojana. While finan-
cial assistance under the 
scheme is being highlighted 
by the government, the party 
argued that monetary bene-
fits cannot compensate for 
the lack of  safety and  
security. 

AIADMK Begins Preparations, 
Invites Aspirants for Tamil Nadu Polls

With Tamil Nadu Assembly elections approaching, AIADMK has begun early 
preparations by inviting applications from aspiring candidates statewide.

CHENNAI

With the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly elections likely to be held 
in April next year, political 
activity across the state has 
gathered momentum, and the 
All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (AIADMK) 
has initiated early steps to 
prepare for the crucial elector-
al contest. Signalling its intent 
to move swiftly into election 
mode, the party on Monday 
announced the commence-
ment of the distribution and 
acceptance of application 
forms from aspirants seeking 
to contest the forthcoming As-
sembly elections under its 
banner.

The decision follows recent 
meetings of the AIADMK’s 
General Committee and Exec-
utive Committee, during 
which the leadership re-
viewed the political situation 
and discussed organisational 
preparedness. Tamil Nadu is 

expected to witness a fiercely 
contested election, with mul-
tiple political formations 
emerging as key players. The 
ruling Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (DMK), the AIAD-
MK-led alliance, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)-led 
combine, and actor Vijay’s 
newly launched Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) are 
all gearing up for what is be-
ing described as a multi-cor-
nered fight.

At present, the AIADMK 
remains aligned with the BJP, 
and alliance dynamics are 
widely seen as a decisive fac-
tor in determining the elector-

al outcome. Political observ-
ers note that seat-sharing ar-
rangements and coalition 
arithmetic will play a crucial 
role, especially given the 
presence of emerging political 
forces and shifting voter pref-
erences.

Sources within the party in-
dicate that the AIADMK lead-
ership is keen on strengthen-
ing its alliance by exploring 
the possibility of bringing in 
other regional players, includ-
ing the Pattali Makkal Katchi 
(PMK). There are also reports 
of indirect discussions aimed 
at broadening the opposition 
front to effectively counter 
the ruling DMK, although no 
formal announcements have 
been made so far. At the same 
time, there is considerable cu-
riosity within political circles 
over how many seats the 
AIADMK may eventually al-
locate to its current ally, the 
BJP, if a formal seat-sharing 
agreement is finalised.

Rajasthan CM’s birthday 
coincides with two years 
of BJP govt in desert state

JAIPUR

Rajasthan witnessed a 
rare and symbolic coinci-
dence on Monday as De-
cember 15 marked both 
the completion of two 
years of the Bhajan Lal 
Sharma-led government 
and the birthday of the 
Chief Minister. Beginning 
his birthday on a spiritual 
note, CM Bhajan Lal 
Sharma visited the Moti 
Dungri Ganesh Temple 
and Govind Devji Temple 
in Jaipur early in the 
morning, where he of-
fered prayers for the 
state's prosperity. Later, 
he reached the Pinjrapol 
Gaushala in Sanganer, 
where he served cows and 
took part in social service 
activities.

During his visit, the 
Chief Minister also in-
spected a blood donation 
camp and encouraged the 
donors, appreciating their 
contribution to society. 
Exactly two years ago, in 
December 2023, BJP 
leader Bhajan Lal Sharma 
took oath as the Chief 
Minister of Rajasthan.

With today marking the 
completion of his two-
year tenure, the state gov-
ernment has planned var-
ious programmes and 
public events across Ra-
jasthan till December 25 
to highlight achievements 

and connect with citizens.
Bhajan Lal Sharma’s 

political journey began in 
Atari village and spans 
over 37 years of active 
public life. After complet-
ing his primary education 
in his native village, he 
moved to Nadbai for sec-
ondary education, where 
he became associated 
with the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vi d y a r t h i  P a r i s h a d 
(ABVP). His commitment 
to ideology and organisa-
tion was evident early on.

In 1990, during the AB-
VP’s Kashmir March, 
Bhajan Lal Sharma was 
arrested in Udhampur 
along with over 100 
w o r k e r s .  H e  w a s  
again jai led in 1992 
during the Shri Ram 
Janmabhoomi movement. 
Between 1991 and 1992, 
he was entrusted with re-
sponsibi l i t ies  in  the 
Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha, marking the be-
ginning of his rise within 
the party organisation.

From grassroots activ-
ism to leading one of In-
dia’s largest states, CM 
Sharma’s journey reflects 
perseverance, discipline 
a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
strength -- making today’s 
coincidence of his birth-
day and the government’s 
two-year milestone all  
the more significant for 
Rajasthan.

BJP’s Shashank Mani slams objectionable 
slogans against PM Modi at Cong rally

NEW DELHI

BJP MP Shashank Mani Trip-
athi on Monday condemned 
the objectionable slogans 
raised against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at a Congress 
rally, saying that the use of 
such words against the Prime 
Minister is absolutely unac-
ceptable. The controversy 
erupted after the Congress 
party’s Vote Chor, Gaddi Ch-
hod rally, held at Ramlila 
Maidan in Delhi on Sunday. 
Several videos that surfaced 
on social media showed Con-
gress workers raising provoc-
ative slogans such as Modi 
teri kabar khudegi while 
heading towards the rally ven-
ue, drawing sharp criticism 
from the BJP. Using such 
words against the Prime Min-

ister is completely unaccept-
able. He is not just the leader 
of a political party, but the 
leader of the entire country.

He further added, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
holds the highest constitution-
al position in the country. I do 
not think there is anyone with 
a higher stature than him. To 
use such words against the 
Prime Minister is absolutely 
unacceptable, and I strongly 
condemn it. If they continue 
to use such language, the pub-
lic will once again teach them 
a lesson. The people of this 
country will give a befitting 
reply to such behaviour.

The BJP leader also reacted 
to the appointment of Bihar 
Minister Nitin Nabin as the 
BJP’s National Working Pres-
ident. Speaking on the devel-

opment, he said the decision 
reflects the party’s broader 
vision of promoting capable 
leaders from the grassroots to 
national-level responsibilities.

This appointment reflects 
the BJP’s vision of bringing 
individuals from lower-level 
positions, who possess ex-
traordinary capabilities, to the 
national stage. Nitin Nabin’s 
selection shows that the BJP 
believes that common people 
have the power to bring about 
great change, and the party 
gives them opportunities to 
rise to the highest organisa-
tional positions.

Dense fog 
blankets parts of 

Rajasthan; 
visibility drops 
in many areas

JAIPUR

Dense fog blanketed several 
districts of Rajasthan on Mon-
day morning, severely disrupt-
ing road visibility and traffic 
movement. Areas such as Sri 
Ganganagar, Jaisalmer, and 
Alwar were among the worst 
affected. Visibility dropped to 
as low as five metres in Sri 
Ganganagar and around twen-
ty metres in Alwar, causing 
major inconvenience for daily 
commuters and slowing vehic-
ular movement on highways 
and city roads. Fog conditions 
also prevailed in Hanuman-
garh until late morning, weak-
ening sunlight and prolonging 
the chill.

The impact of the Western 
Disturbance weakened across 
the state, though light cloud 
cover persisted over large parts 
of the Bikaner, Jodhpur, 
Ajmer, and Jaipur divisions. 
Light clouds were observed in 
several districts, including Jai-
pur, Sikar, Dausa, Sri Ganga-
nagar, Hanumangarh, Jaisalm-
er, Jodhpur, Bikaner, Churu, 
Jhunjhunu, Nagaur, Alwar, 
Ajmer, and Barmer. Due to 
this weather pattern, maximum 
temperatures declined in many 
cities, while minimum tem-
peratures increased as norther-
ly winds weakened.

Maximum temperatures 
ranged between 24.5 degrees 
Celsius in Sri Ganganagar and 
30.5 degrees Celsius in Jodh-
pur. Other notable readings 
included 26 degrees in Jaisalm-
er, 29.4 degrees in Barmer, 29 
degrees in Bikaner, and around 
27 degrees in Sikar and Jaipur. 
Alwar recorded a maximum of 
25 degrees Celsius.

At night, cloud cover 
brought relief from biting 
cold, especially in the Shek-
hawati region. Minimum tem-
peratures rose by up to three 
degrees Celsius over the past 
two days. Fatehpur recorded 
the lowest at 5.9 degrees Cel-
sius, while Udaipur and Bhil-
wara saw minimums near 9.6 
degrees Celsius.
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India’s Energy Sector Transformed by 
Vision and Execution, Says Piyush Goyal

NEW DELHI

India has moved decisively 
towards surplus power gener-
ation, seamless grid integra-
tion, and global leadership in 
renewable energy over the 
last decade, Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal said on Monday. Ad-
dressing a briefing, the minis-
ter stated that the past 11 
years of India’s energy sector 
journey clearly demonstrate 
how bold vision, honest in-
tent, and relentless execution 
can fundamentally alter a na-
tion’s destiny.

Goyal emphasised that the 
transformation of India’s en-
ergy landscape was not acci-
dental but the result of a clear 
roadmap and consistent poli-
cy efforts. He said the country 

has progressed from an era of 
power scarcity to power secu-
rity, and is now steadily ad-
vancing towards power sus-
tainability. Expressing confi-
dence in the future, the minis-
ter said that as India moves 
towards the goal of Viksit 
Bharat by 2047, its energy 
sector will serve as a global 

case study in managing scale, 
speed, and sustainability si-
multaneously.

Highlighting key achieve-
ments, Goyal said India re-
corded its highest-ever coal 
production of 1,048 million 
tonnes in the financial year 
2024–25. At the same time, 
coal imports declined by near-

ly 8 per cent, reflecting im-
proved domestic capacity and 
reduced dependence on exter-
nal sources. He noted that 
coal continues to play an im-
portant role in ensuring ener-
gy security during the transi-
tion to cleaner energy sources.

The minister pointed out 
that India’s renewable energy 
growth has been particularly 
remarkable. Solar power ca-
pacity has increased 46 times 
over the last 11 years, making 
India the third-largest solar 
power producer in the world. 
Wind energy capacity has also 
seen substantial growth, rising 
from 21 gigawatts in 2014 to 
53 gigawatts in 2025. Togeth-
er, these developments have 
strengthened India’s position 
as a global leader in renew-
able energy deployment.

INDIA-ENERGY-TRANSFORMATION
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Nominations for Haryana 
Good Governance Awards 

to close on December 17

Kangana Ranaut slams 
Cong after objectionable 
slogans against PM Modi

Infrastructure drive 
reshapes Jammu-

Rajouri-Poonch highway

Chandigarh
The Haryana government 
will confer Good Govern-

ance Awards to employees 
who have done commend-
able or innovative work re-
lated to Good Governance 
in 2024 and 2025 on the 
eve of Good Governance 

Day on December 25. The 
last date for submission of 
applications and nomina-

tions for the Haryana Good 
Governance Award 

Scheme, 2025 (Haryana 
Sushaasan Puraskaar Yo-
jana, 2025), has been ex-

tended up to December 17, 
after which the online por-
tal will be closed. A letter in 
this regard has been issued 
by Chief Secretary Anurag 

Rastogi. This extension 
provides an additional op-
portunity for eligible em-

ployees to submit their en-
tries showcasing exempla-

ry and innovative work in 
governance.

New Delhi
Reacting to the objection-

able slogans allegedly 
raised against Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi at a 
Congress rally, BJP MP 

Kangana Ranaut on Mon-
day said that wishing for 

someone’s death or raising 
such slogans is deeply 

hurtful and unacceptable. 
The controversy erupted 

after the Congress party’s 
Vote Chor, Gaddi Chhod 

rally, held at Ramlila 
Maidan in Delhi. Several 

videos that surfaced on so-
cial media showed some 
Congress workers raising 
provocative slogans such 
as Modi teri kabar khudegi 
while heading towards the 
rally venue, drawing sharp 

criticism from the BJP.

Rajouri
The Jammu-Ra-

jouri-Poonch highway is un-
dergoing a historic transfor-

mation under the Central 
government’s focused in-

frastructure push, with de-
velopment works progress-

ing at an unprecedented 
pace. The ambitious pro-
jects aim to improve con-
nectivity, enhance safety, 
and accelerate economic 

growth in the sensitive bor-
der districts of Jammu and 
Kashmir. In Rajouri’s Man-

jakote region, the construc-
tion of bypass roads, mas-
sive bridges, double-lane 

highways and tunnels is in 
full swing. These large-

scale works are being sup-
ported by substantial cen-

tral funding running into 
lakhs and crores of rupees, 
reflecting the government’s 
commitment to modernis-

ing border infrastructure

Mizoram CM Lalduhoma Urges Banks 
to Expand Reach in Remote Areas

Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma urged banks to expand services in remote 
areas, stressing agriculture-led growth at seminar.

Political Interference 
in Institutions Must 

Not Be Tolerated: J&K 
CM Omar Abdullah

AIZAWL

Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lalduhoma on Monday called 
upon banks to significantly 
expand their outreach to peo-
ple living in hilly and remote 
areas of the state, underlining 
the critical role of inclusive 
banking in supporting agricul-
ture-driven development. He 
was speaking at the State 
Credit Seminar 2026–27 or-
ganised by the National Bank 
for Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (NABARD).

Addressing bankers and of-
ficials, the Chief Minister said 
that nearly 80 per cent of 
Mizoram’s population contin-
ues to depend on agriculture 
and allied activities for their 
livelihood, making agricultur-
al development central to the 
state’s overall economic 
growth. In this context, he 
emphasised the need for equi-

table access to banking and 
credit facilities, particularly in 
geographically challenging 
regions.

Lalduhoma pointed out that 
Mizoram currently has 278 
bank branches, but a dispro-
portionate number of them are 
concentrated in just three dis-
tricts—Aizawl, Lunglei, and 

Kolasib—which together ac-
count for 180 branches. The 
remaining eight districts share 
only 95 branches, he said, 
urging banks to address this 
imbalance by extending their 
services to underserved and 
remote areas of the state.

The Chief Minister released 
the State Focus Paper 2026–

27 during the seminar and 
said the Mizoram government 
has been implementing sever-
al development initiatives in 
close collaboration with NA-
BARD, which he described as 
a vital catalyst for the state’s 
progress. According to the 
State Focus Paper, a total 
credit outlay of Rs 4,349.71 
crore has been projected for 
priority sectors in 2026–27.

Of the total outlay, Rs 
2,260.99 crore has been ear-
marked for agriculture and 
allied activities, Rs 1,500.35 
crore for micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MS-
MEs), Rs 6.55 crore for ex-
port credit, Rs 18.51 crore for 
education, and Rs 432.35 
crore for the housing sector. 
Additionally, Rs 36.30 crore 
has been allocated for social 
infrastructure, Rs 24.67 crore 
for renewable energy, and Rs 
70 crore for other sectors.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief  Minister Omar 

Abdullah warned against 
political interference in 
institutions, stressing 

independent functioning 
and accountability.

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Monday strongly asserted that 
political interference in public 
institutions should not be tol-
erated and must be addressed 
with utmost seriousness. Re-
sponding to reports of alleged 
political meddling in the func-
tioning and staff engagement 
of a power project by a BJP 
MLA, the Chief Minister said 
such actions undermine the 
integrity and independence of 
key institutions.

Speaking to reporters at the 
Sher-e-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC) 
in Srinagar, Omar Abdullah 
described political interfer-
ence in corporations and gov-
ernment departments as both 
unfortunate and worrisome. 
Political meddling in the 
functioning of corporations 
and departments is extremely 
troubling. Political interfer-
ence should not happen, and 
such matters must be viewed 
very seriously, he said.

The Chief Minister further 
alleged that the situation has 
worsened due to the absence 
of an accountable elected sys-
tem. Earlier, these institutions 
were answerable to an elected 
government, but now deci-
sions are being taken without 
that system in place, he said, 
pointing to what he described 
as a breakdown in institution-
al accountability. He stressed 
that bodies such as the Power 
Development Corporation and 

other government depart-
ments must be allowed to 
function independently, free 
from external pressure or po-
litical motivation.

Omar Abdullah made these 
remarks during an event at 
SKICC where he felicitated 
beneficiaries under several 
flagship government schemes, 
including Mission YUVA, the 
Holistic Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme (HADP), 
and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Competitiveness Improve-
ment Project (JKCIP). Reiter-
ating his government’s devel-
opment agenda, he said these 
initiatives are aimed at em-
powering youth, strengthen-
ing livelihoods, and ensuring 
inclusive growth across the 
Union Territory.

During the programme, the 
Chief Minister also laid 
e-foundation stones and e-in-
augurated a series of key de-
velopment projects in Srinagar 
district with a total investment 
exceeding Rs 37 crore. 

Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav 
Prays, Praises Varanasi Transformation

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav offered prayers in Varanasi, 
praising its transformation under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

VARANASI

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav on Mon-
day offered prayers at the re-
vered Kashi Vishwanath and 
Kal Bhairava temples during 
his visit to Varanasi in Uttar 
Pradesh. The visit held spiri-
tual as well as political signif-
icance, coming just days after 
the Chief Minister completed 
two years in office.

After performing rituals at 
the temples, CM Yadav inter-
acted with the media outside 
the temple premises and ex-
pressed a deep sense of spiri-
tual fulfilment. He said that 
every visit to Kashi Vishwa-
nath fills him with divine en-
ergy and inner peace. De-
scribing Varanasi as a sacred 
and eternal city, he said it 
holds a special place in the 
spiritual consciousness of  
India.

Whenever I come to Kashi 
Vishwanath, I feel divine en-

ergy. This place is like heav-
en, Yadav said. Drawing a 
personal connection, he added 
that he hails from Ujjain, the 
city of Lord Mahakal, and 
therefore understands the pro-
found spiritual importance of 
Kashi Vishwanath in Sanatan 
tradition.

The Chief Minister also 
lauded the transformation of 
Varanasi under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Banaras has changed 
tremendously over the past 
few years. Thanks to Prime 
Minister Modi, whose leader-

ship has brought new glory to 
Banaras, Yadav said, referring 
to the large-scale infrastruc-
ture development, improved 
connectivity, and rejuvenation 
of religious sites in the city.

CM Yadav shared photo-
graphs of his temple visit on 
social media platform X, stat-
ing that he had prayed for the 
welfare, prosperity, and 
well-being of all citizens. His 
post reflected the spiritual 
tone of the visit, highlighting 
the role of faith and tradition 
in public life.

Later in the day, the Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister 
travelled to Jaunpur district, 
where he visited the residence 
of Uttar Pradesh Minister Gi-
rish Chandra Yadav. There, he 
paid floral tributes to the min-
ister’s late father. Sharing de-
tails on X, Mohan Yadav 
wrote that he prayed to Lord 
Shri Ram to grant peace to the 
departed soul and strength to 
the bereaved family.

Sikkim opens Doklam and 
Cho La to tourists under 

regulated conditions
GANGTOK

In a historic move aimed at 
promoting battlefield tourism 
and fostering development in 
border regions, Sikkim on 
Monday opened two of its 
most sensitive and historically 
significant border areas, 
Doklam and Cho La, to tour-
ists under regulated condi-
tions. The announcement 
marks a key step in the state’s 
initiative to connect citizens 
with India’s border history 
while enhancing livelihoods 
in remote villages.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Chief Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang said the opening of 
Doklam and Cho La reflects a 
broader national vision for 
border development.

Expressing gratitude to the 
Government of India and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, he emphasised that the 
progress witnessed today is the 
result of a focused and coordi-
nated effort between the Indi-
an Army, the State Govern-
ment, and central authorities.

The development we are 
seeing in border areas is driv-
en by the vision of the 

Hon’ble Prime Minister, Ta-
mang said. Tourism initiatives 
in these regions will not only 
attract visitors but also im-
prove living conditions for 
local communities and sup-
port vibrant border villages.

Tourists and bikers will, for 
the first time, have access to 
Doklam and Cho La under 
regulated guidelines.

CM Tamang highlighted 
that increased tourist move-
ment will create new econom-
ic opportunities and contrib-
ute to the development of re-
mote settlements near these 
historic locations.

The Chief Minister also ex-
tended his appreciation to In-
dian Army personnel stationed 
in the region, acknowledging 
their dual role in safeguarding 
borders and supporting devel-
opment projects that make 
such initiatives possible.

This initiative has just be-
gun, he said, noting that sig-
nificant work remains, partic-
ularly in infrastructure devel-
opment. Tamang assured that 
the State Government will 
continue improving facilities 
to support both visitors and 
officials in these areas.

Two arrested; six company officials summoned
KOLKATA

Police have arrested two peo-
ple in connection with the in-
cident at the Salt Lake Stadi-
um, officially known as 
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan, during Lionel 
Messi's event on Saturday. A 
senior officer of Bidhannagar 
Police Commissionerate said 
on Monday that the two were 
arrested from the Nagerbazar 
area by officers of the South 
Bidhannagar police station. 
The arrested individuals have 
been identified as Gaurav 

Basu and Shubhrapratim Dey.
According to police sourc-

es, these two were identified 
from CCTV footage of the 
vandalism at the Yuva Bhara-
ti Krirangan stadium.

The police have registered 
an FIR against the arrested 
individuals under eight spe-
cific sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita. These sec-
tions include charges of ob-
structing a government offi-
cial from discharging their 
duty, intentionally injuring a 
government official, causing 
grievous hurt to a government 

official on duty and creating a 
nuisance.

Additionally, FIRs have 
been registered under specific 
sections of the law for damag-
ing government property and 
disturbing public peace.

On Saturday, chaos erupted 
at the Yuva Bharati Krirangan 
stadium in Salt Lake, sur-
rounding Lionel Messi's visit 
to Kolkata. Messi, Suarez, 
and Di Maria did visit the sta-
dium, but they left after only 
about 22 minutes. During the 
time Messi and his teammates 
were at the stadium, they 

were surrounded by a large 
crowd, including state Sports 
Minister Aroop Biswas.

Due to this crowd, the spec-
tators in the stands could 
barely see Messi. As a result, 
after Messi and his teammates 
left the stadium, public anger 
erupted at the Yuva Bharati 
Krirangan. The expression of 
outrage started with tearing 
down hoardings in the galler-
ies, citing mismanagement. 
This was followed by a bar-
rage of bottles being thrown 
from the galleries towards the 
field.

70,598 public grievance cases sorted out 
in November via Central system

NEW DELHI

As many as 60,450 public 
grievance cases were received 
from the states and UTs in 
November this year, while 
70,598 public grievance cases 
were redressed, leading to a 
reduction in the total backlog, 
according to official data re-
leased on Monday. Uttar 
Pradesh recorded the highest 
number of disposals in No-
vember with 25,184 public 
grievance (PG) cases, fol-
lowed by Delhi with 7,989 
PG cases.

The Department of Admin-
istrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG) re-
leased the Centralised Public 
Grievance Redress and Mon-
itoring System (CPGRAMS) 
40th monthly report for States 
and UTs for November 2025.

The report states that there 
has been a significant rise in 

the disposal of PG cases, ris-
ing from 63,305 in October to 
70,598 in November.

As of November 30, 2025, 
the total pendency of PG cas-
es on the CPGRAMS portal 
stands at 1,65,930 across all 
states and UTs. Moreover, 23 
states/UTs have more than 
1,000 pending PG cases each.

According to the report, a 
total of 57,180 new users 
were registered on the CP-
GRAMS portal in November 
this year, through various 
channels, out of which 8,739 
registrations are from Uttar 
Pradesh. The Feedback Call 

Centre collected a total of 
70,141 responses in Novem-
ber 2025, where 28,669 re-
sponses were collected from 
states and UTs.

The report also provides the 
state-wise analysis on the 
grievances registered through 
Common Service Centres in 
November, 2025. CPGRAMS 
has been integrated with the 
Common Service Centre 
(CSC) portal and is available 
at more than 5 lakh CSCs, as-
sociated with 2.5 lakh Village 
Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs). 
A total of 14,094 grievances 
have been registered through 
the Common Service Centres 
in November, 2025.

Besides, the report states 
that in the last four Financial 
Years, 984 training courses 
have been completed under 
the Sevottam Scheme, under 
which around 32,939 officers 
have been trained.

Ram Janmabhoomi 
Stalwart Ram Vilas 

Vedanti Passes Away
LUCKNOW

Dr Ram Vilas Das Vedanti, a 
prominent figure of the Ram 
Janmabhoomi movement and 
former Member of Parliament 
from Ayodhya, passed away 
while undergoing treatment in 
Rewa, Madhya Pradesh. Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath expressed deep 
grief, calling his demise an 
irreparable loss to the spiritu-
al world and Sanatan culture. 
In a post on X, the Chief Min-
ister described Dr Vedanti as 
a revered saint of Vashishtha 
Ashram in Shri Ayodhya 
Dham and a key pillar of the 
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
movement.

CM Yogi said his passing 
marked the end of an era; his 
life of sacrifice and service to 
religion, society and the na-
tion would inspire genera-
tions. He prayed to Lord Shri 
Ram to grant peace to the de-
parted soul and strength to his 
followers.

He consistently advocated 
the Ram Temple and praised 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s leadership.
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Far-right candidate 

Jose Kast wins  
Chile presidency

Dhaka student-turned-
politician injured, sent 

to Singapore

India and Fiji discuss 
bilateral ties, issues of 

mutual interest

Santiago
Far-right candidate Jose 
Antonio Kast has won a 

run-off election to become 
Chile’s 38th president, 
ousting the centre-left 

government currently in 
power. With nearly all the 
ballots counted, Kast pre-
vailed with 58 percent of 

the vote, defeating former 
Labour Minister Jeannette 
Jara, a Communist Party 

politician who represented 
the governing centre-left 

coalition. Jara and her coa-
lition, Unity for Chile, con-
ceded defeat shortly after 

the polls closed in the 
South American country. 
Democracy has spoken 

loud and clear. I have just 
spoken with Presi-

dent-elect [Kast] to wish 
him success for the good 
of Chile, Jara wrote on so-

cial media.

Dhaka
Sharif Osman Hadi, 

spokesperson of Inqilab 
Mancha, a radical plat-

form in Bangladesh, who 
was shot in Dhaka’s Bi-

joynagar area and remains 
in a critical condition, is 

being flown to Singapore 
on Monday for advanced 

medical treatment. He 
was taken out of Evercare 
Hospital in Dhaka on Mon-
day afternoon after an air 

ambulance landed at 
Hazrat Shahjalal Interna-

tional in Dhaka. The medi-
cal board overseeing the 

treatment at Evercare 
Hospital described his 

condition as critical, citing 
severe brain damage de-

spite surgery. 

Suva
India’s High Commission-

er to Fiji, Suneet Mehta 
called on Fiji’s Minister for 

Immigration Viliame B 
Naupoto on Monday, dis-
cussing matters of mutu-

al interest, including on 
skilled mobility, peo-

ple-to-people ties and 
further strengthening of 
bilateral ties. In a state-
ment on X, Indian High 

Commission in Fiji stated, 
Veilomani Dosti. High 
Commissioner Suneet 
Mehta paid a courtesy 

call on the Hon. Viliame B. 
Naupoto, Minister for Im-
migration, today. Produc-
tive discussions were held 
on matters of mutual in-

terest, including on skilled 
mobility, people-to-peo-

ple links and further 
strengthening of relations 

between India and Fiji.

EU talks on using Russian assets for Ukraine face hurdles
BRUSSELS
 
Discussions within the Euro-
pean Union on financing 
Ukraine’s ongoing support, 
including a plan to leverage 
frozen Russian state assets, are 
becoming “increasingly diffi-
cult,” an EU official said on 
Monday. EU High Represen-
tative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Kaja Kallas 
made the remarks ahead of the 
EU Foreign Affairs Council 
meeting in Brussels, noting 
that EU leaders are set to meet 
Thursday and Friday for the 
bloc’s final summit of the year.

Several funding options are 
under consideration, but the 
“most credible” is a so-called 
“reparations loan” backed by 
frozen Russian assets. Western 

countries have frozen roughly 
$300 billion in Russian sover-
eign assets since the start of 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict in 
February 2022, with the EU 

immobilizing about €210 bil-
lion ($246.4 billion), mostly 
held at Belgium-based Euro-
clear. Earlier this month, EU 
governments agreed to indefi-
nitely immobilize these assets 
to prevent any single member 
state from blocking the mea-
sure.

However, Belgium has 
raised legal and financial lia-
bility concerns over the pro-
posed loan, complicating ear-
lier efforts to finalize the deal. 
Meanwhile, Russia has strong-
ly criticized the EU’s plan. 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Maria Zakharo-

va called the bloc an “illegiti-
mate institution and a gang 
that legitimizes utterly crimi-
nal ideas,” warning that at-
tempts to seize Russian assets 
could trigger “harsh retaliatory 
measures,” including both 
statements and practical ac-
tions.

Kallas stressed that the EU 
remains committed to reaching 
a funding decision at the up-
coming summit, emphasizing 
the need to stabilize support 
for Ukraine into 2026 and 
2027. Negotiations, however, 
remain tense amid legal, finan-
cial, and diplomatic obstacles.

RUSSIAN ASSETS DISPUTE

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Flash floods in Morocco’s Safi 
Province kill 37 after rains

Torrential rains unleashed deadly flash floods in Morocco’s Safi province, 
killing dozens, flooding homes, disrupting transport and schools

SAFI
 

At least 37 people have been 
killed in devastating flash 
floods triggered by torrential 
rainfall in Morocco’s Atlantic 
coastal province of Safi, ac-
cording to local authorities. 
The sudden deluge struck 
overwhelming drainage sys-
tems and sending torrents of 
muddy water through residen-
tial neighbourhoods and com-
mercial areas, leaving wide-
spread destruction in its wake.

State-owned broadcaster 
quoting provincial officials, 
reported on Monday that at 
least 14 injured people were 
taken to hospitals for treat-
ment, including two who re-
main in intensive care. The 
injured sustained trauma as 
floodwaters surged through 
streets with little warning, 

sweeping away vehicles, rub-
bish bins and other debris. So-
cial media footage circulating 
widely showed powerful cur-
rents rushing through Safi’s 
streets, highlighting the speed 
and force with which the di-
saster unfolded.

Safi, located about 300 kilo-
metres south of the capital Ra-

bat, was particularly hard-hit 
in its historic old city. Author-
ities said that at least 70 homes 
and businesses were flooded 
after just one hour of intense 
rainfall, underscoring the se-
verity of the downpour. Many 
residents were caught off 
guard, with little time to pro-
tect their belongings or evacu-

ate to safer areas. In an official 
statement, the Safi governorate 
confirmed that search and res-
cue operations were ongoing. 
Emergency teams have been 
deployed to affected neigh-
bourhoods, while necessary 
measures have been taken to 
secure dangerous areas and 
provide immediate assistance 
to displaced residents. Tempo-
rary shelters and relief support 
are being arranged as officials 
assess the full extent of the 
damage. However, frustration 
has surfaced among residents. 
Marouane Tamer, a local resi-
dent quoted, questioned why 
government trucks were not 
dispatched sooner to pump out 
floodwater from heavily affect-
ed areas. Such concerns have 
added to calls for improved 
emergency preparedness and 
urban flood management.

Israel, Hamas 
Trade Blame Over 
Gaza Peace Delays

BEIT LAHIA
 

Israel and Hamas have ac-
cused each other of obstruct-
ing progress toward the sec-
ond phase of  a  United 
States-brokered peace plan 
for Gaza, heightening ten-
sions despite an ongoing 
ceasefire. The exchange of 
accusations came on Mon-
day, a day after the killing of 
a senior Hamas military 
commander near Gaza City, 
an incident that has further 
strained already fragile ne-
gotiations.

In a video statement re-
leased, Hamas’s Gaza chief 
Khalil al-Hayya confirmed 
that Raed Saad, a senior 
Hamas commander, was 
killed in an Israeli attack the 
previous day. Al-Hayya ac-
cused Israel of violating the 
ceasefire agreement and un-
dermining the broader peace 
framework brokered by the 
United States. He warned that 
continued military actions and 
targeted assassinations could 
threaten the viability of the 
agreement.

The continued Israeli viola-
tions of the ceasefire agree-
ment and the latest assassina-
tions that targeted Saad and 
others threaten the viability of 
the agreement, al-Hayya said. 

He urged mediators, particu-
larly US President Donald 
Trump, to pressure Israel to 
respect and fully adhere to the 
ceasefire terms.

Israel, however, rejected 
Hamas’s accusations and 
countered that Palestinian 
armed groups were delaying 
the process by refusing to 
hand over the remains of the 
last captive covered under the 
first phase of the agreement. 
Israeli officials also alleged 
that Hamas and allied groups 
were attempting to remilita-
rise during the truce, a claim 
Hamas has repeatedly denied.

The current ceasefire, which 
began on October 10, marked 
the first phase of the truce 
agreed upon in October. Phase 
one called for a halt to hostili-
ties, the release of living cap-
tives and prisoners, the return 
of the remains of those killed, 
and the facilitation of humani-
tarian aid into Gaza. Only after 
the full implementation of 
these commitments was phase 
two expected to begin. 

Israel and Hamas 
exchanged accusations 

over delays to Gaza 
ceasefire talks after a 

senior commander was 
killed there.

Jimmy Lai’s Son Urges Britain to Tie China Relations 
to Release of Jailed Pro-Democracy Activist

LONDON
 

Sebastien Lai, the son of im-
prisoned Hong Kong pro-de-
mocracy campaigner Jimmy 
Lai, has called on the British 
government to make his fa-
ther’s release a firm precondi-
tion for closer diplomatic and 
economic relations with Chi-
na. His appeal came after 
Hong Kong’s High Court on 
Monday found the 78-year-
old media tycoon guilty of 
sedition and collusion under 
the China-imposed national 
security law.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in London, Sebastien Lai 
said the time had come for the 
United Kingdom to translate 
its expressions of concern into 
concrete action. It’s time to 
put action behind words and 
make my father’s release a 
precondition to closer rela-
tionships with China, he said, 
urging British leaders to take 
a tougher stance in response 
to what he described as a 
grave injustice.

Jimmy Lai, the founder of 
the now-defunct and a prom-
inent critic of Beijing, holds 

British citizenship. Following 
the verdict, he now faces the 
possibility of life imprison-
ment, one of the harshest pen-
alties available under the 
sweeping national security 
law imposed by China in 
2020 after months of pro-de-
mocracy protests in Hong 
Kong.

Sebastien Lai said he was 
heartbroken by his father’s 
deteriorating health, noting 
that prolonged detention and 
repeated court proceedings 
had taken a severe toll. Hu-
man rights groups and inter-
national observers have previ-
ously raised concerns about 
Jimmy Lai’s physical condi-

tion, warning that continued 
incarceration could pose seri-
ous risks given his age.

Criticising the legal frame-
work used against his father, 
Sebastien argued that the na-
tional security law had been 
weaponised to silence dissent. 
He said Jimmy Lai was being 
punished for exercising basic 
freedoms, adding that his fa-
ther was targeted simply be-
cause he essentially said stuff 
that they didn’t like. Support-
ers of Lai have long main-
tained that the charges against 
him are politically motivated 
and aimed at crushing inde-
pendent journalism and oppo-
sition voices in Hong Kong.

Sebastien Lai urged Britain to demand his father Jimmy  
Lai’s release after Hong Kong court convictions

TOKYO
 

India's Ambassador-designate 
to Japan, Nagma Mohamed 
Mallick held a meeting with 
the Speaker of Japan's House 
of Representatives Fukushiro 
Nukaga on Monday, discuss-
ing various aspects of bilateral 
ties. Ambassador-designate 
Ms. Nagma Mohamed Mallick 
called on H. E. Mr. Fukushiro 
Nukaga, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives of Japan, 
and discussed various aspects 
of the India-Japan re-
lationship, the Indian 
Embassy in Japan 
posted on X.

On December 12, 
Mallick met Special 
Advisor to Japanese 
PM, Uno Yoshimasa, 
and discussed oppor-
tunities for bilateral 
collaboration. Ambassador-des-
ignate H.E. Ms. Nagma M. 
Mallick met, Special Advisor to 
Prime Minister of Japan H.E. 
Uno Yoshimasa, and discussed 
opportunities for India-Japan 
collaboration, the Indian Em-
bassy in Japan stated on X.

Earlier, she also held discus-
sions with Yamaguchi Gover-
nor Tsugimasa Muraoka and 
Yamaguchi Prefectural Assem-
bly Speaker Shungaku Yanai 
on strengthening bilateral ties 
with a focus on Yamaguchi 

Prefecture. Ambassador Nag-
ma Mohamad Mallick met 
Governor of Yamaguchi H.E 
Mr Tsugimasa Muraoka and 
Speaker of Yamaguchi Prefec-
tural Assembly H.E Mr Shun-
gaku Yanai. Also present at the 
meeting were Honourable 
members of Prefectural As-
sembly Mr Kenji Niki , Mr 
Kenjiro Nishimoto and Mr 
Shinji Sakamoto who are of-
fice bearers of the India-ASE-
AN regional Friendship and 
Economic Exchange Promo-

tion League. They 
discussed on ways to 
strengthen India- Ja-
pan ties especially 
with focus on Yama-
guchi Prefecture, the 
Indian Embassy in 
Japan posted on X 
after the meeting.

The Indian Embas-
sy, along with the Yamaguchi 
prefecture, also organised a 
business seminar in Yamagu-
chi to enlighten the partici-
pants on India’s robust growth 
trajectory and opportunities for 
synergy between India and Ya-
maguchi. In her opening re-
marks, Mallick spoke about 
areas of complementarity be-
tween Yamaguchi and India, 
while Governor Muroka high-
lighted the steps taken by the 
Embassy to organise this out-
reach event, it added.

Indian envoy, Japan’s House 
of Representatives Speaker 

discuss bilateral ties

KABUL
 

Refugees, who have recently 
returned to Afghanistan and 
are now residing in designated 
camps, have urged the Taliban 
to provide them shelter, em-
ployment opportunities and 
access to necessary supplies as 
the winter season is approach-
ing. We ask the Islamic Emir-
ate to pay attention to our situ-
ation. We are sick and cannot 
work in this cold. We need 
help, one Afghan returnee, 
Aynuddin, as saying.

Khan Mohammad and Mo-
hammad Awaz, who have re-
turned to Afghanistan from 
Pakistan after 40 years, have 
expressed hope that the Tali-

ban will help them get through 
the winter and added, After 
that, we will try to rebuild our 
lives. Mohammad Awaz said, 
I have ten children, and I’m 
worried they’ll fall ill this win-
ter. We ask the Islamic Emir-
ate to provide us with facili-
ties. Analysts have stated that 
the government and aid organ-
isations should continue sup-
porting the Afghan refugees 
who recently returned to their 
homes. The appeal from re-
turnees and analysts comes as 
Afghan refugees have been 
forcibly deported from neigh-
bouring nations in recent 
years. The Taliban has repeat-
edly promised that it will pro-
vide assistance to Afghan ref-

ugees and urged host nations 
to stop forced deportations.

A Taliban official said that 
more than 4,500 Afghan refu-
gees were forcibly repatriated 
from Pakistan and Iran in a sin-
gle day. Sharing a report from 
the High Commission for Ad-
dressing Migrants’ Issues on X, 
Taliban deputy spokesman 
Hamdullah Fitrat stated that 
913 families, comprising 4,991 
individuals, returned to Af-
ghanistan. As per the report, 
the returnees entered Af-
ghanistan through Spin Bol-
dak in Kandahar, Bahramcha 
in Helmand, Torkham cross-
ing in Nangarhar, Islam Qala 
crossing in Herat,  and 
Pul-i-Abresham in Nimroz.

Afghan returnees call for Taliban’s 
support as winter approaches

South Korea, 
Laos Upgrade 

Ties to 
Partnership

SEOUL
 

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung and Laotian Presi-
dent Thongloun Sisoulith on 
Monday agreed to upgrade 
bilateral relations to a compre-
hensive partnership during 
summit talks marking the 30th 
anniversary of renewed diplo-
matic ties. Lee described Laos 
as a key partner in South Ko-
rea’s development coopera-
tion, investment and engage-
ment with ASEAN and Me-
kong River nations.

Lee said the two sides 
would expand cooperation into 
new areas such as critical min-
eral supply chains and infra-
structure development, as Laos 
aims to become a regional 
transportation and logistics 
hub despite being landlocked. 
“The Republic of Korea will 
stand alongside Laos as a reli-
able partner throughout this 
process,” he said. 

Thongloun noted that Laos 
remains one of the world’s 
least developed countries and 
expressed hope for continued 
South Korean support to 
strengthen its economy. 

The leaders also discussed 
joint efforts to combat trans-
national crimes, including 
online scams, and plan to sign 
mutual legal assistance and 
extradition treaties.
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Government Bond Yields Likely To Ease Ahead
NEW DELHI

Government bond yields in 
India are expected to move 
slightly lower in the coming 
months as inflation cools, fis-
cal conditions improve, and 
crude oil prices soften, ac-
cording to a report released 
on Monday.

Crisil Intelligence said the 
benchmark 10-year govern-
ment bond yield is likely to 
trade in the range of 6.38 to 
6.48 percent by February 28, 
2026. The yield is currently 
hovering around 6.54 percent, 

indicating limited but steady 
downward movement.

The report also noted that 
yields on state development 
loans may decline from the 
present level of around 7.15 
percent to a range of 6.98 to 
7.08 percent by the end of 
February. Similarly, 10-year 
corporate bond yields are ex-
pected to fall into the same 
range, supported by stable 
economic conditions.

Crisil said the Reserve 
Bank of India still has room 
for a rate cut due to benign 
inflation, but it is likely to fol-

low a data-driven approach 
amid global uncertainties. Do-
mestic demand is expected to 
remain the main driver of 
growth, helped by lower in-
flation, GST rationalisation, 

and income tax relief mea-
sures.

The agency forecast India’s 
GDP growth at 7 percent in 
the current fiscal year, higher 
than 6.5 percent recorded in 
the previous year. Consumer 
price inflation is expected to 
soften further to around 2.5 
percent in FY26.

Food inflation is likely to 
remain under control due to a 
sharper-than-expected fall in 
prices, strong agricultural out-
put, moderate global crude 
prices, and the benefits of 
GST rate cuts.

On the fiscal front, the 
Union Budget aims to reduce 
the Centre’s fiscal deficit to 
4.4 percent of GDP in FY26 
from 4.8 percent in FY25, 
strengthening investor confi-
dence.

Crisil expects crude oil 
prices to average between $60 
and $65 per barrel in 2026. 
However, bond yields may 
still be influenced by factors 
such as global developments, 
foreign investor flows, cur-
rency movements, and gov-
ernment borrowing plans in 
the near term.

10YEAR YIELD OUTLOOK
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Indian Businesses 

Rush Data 
Modernisation For AI

Wakefit Shares Drop 
Nine Percent After 

Debut

New Delhi
A recent report reveals 

that 89 per cent of Indi-
an business leaders be-
lieve modernising data 

strategies is essential for 
AI success. Salesforce’s 
study found 75 per cent 
of companies struggle 

with incomplete or 
poor-quality data, slow-

ing AI progress. Firms 
are increasingly adopt-

ing zero copy integration 
to access multiple data-
bases without moving or 
reformatting data. Such 

methods boost con-
nected customer data 
and AI outcomes. Yet, 
94 per cent of leaders 

reported AI errors due to 
bad data. Experts stress 
treating data as a strate-

gic asset, unified, gov-
erned, and context-rich, 

to truly unlock AI’s  
potential.

Mumbai
Shares of home brand 

Wakefit Innovations fell 
up to 9 per cent after a 

muted stock market 
debut on Monday. Its Rs 

1,289-crore IPO saw 
moderate investor in-

terest. The stock listed 
at Rs 195 on NSE, 

matching the issue 
price, and opened at Rs 
194.10 on BSE. Wakefit’s 

IPO was subscribed 
2.52 times overall, with 
strong retail participa-

tion. Grey market trends 
had suggested small 

gains, but actual listing 
disappointed. The com-

pany raised Rs 580 
crore from anchor in-
vestors and plans to 

use funds to open new 
stores, buy equipment, 

and boost marketing 
and operations.
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Centre Releases Major Funds 
For Kerala Panchayats

Rural local bodies can use funds for area-specific needs under the Eleventh 
Schedule, excluding salaries and establishment expenses

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Monday re-
leased over Rs 260.20 crore to 
rural local bodies in Kerala 
under the 15th Finance Com-
mission grants for the finan-
cial year 2025-26.

This amount is the first in-
stalment of untied grants 
meant to support development 
activities across all 14 district 
panchayats, 152 block pan-
chayats, and 9,414 gram pan-
chayats in the state, according 
to an official statement.

The funds can be used by 
rural local bodies to meet ar-
ea-specific needs listed under 
the Eleventh Schedule of the 
Constitution, excluding sala-
ries and other establishment 
expenses.

These grants help pancha-
yats plan and carry out local 

projects based on the priori-
ties of their communities.

In contrast, tied grants are 
provided for essential services 
such as sanitation, waste man-
agement, drinking water sup-
ply, rainwater harvesting, wa-
ter recycling, and maintaining 
open defecation-free status in 
villages.

The Centre had earlier re-
leased Rs 717.17 crore to Ma-
harashtra for rural local bodies 
under the same Finance Com-
mission grants for 2025-26. 
These funds covered elected 
district, block, and gram pan-
chayats across the state to im-
prove local governance.

The Ministry of Panchayati 

Raj and the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti jointly recommend the 
release of these grants, which 
are approved and issued by 
the Ministry of Finance.

The grants are released in 
two instalments every finan-
cial year to ensure timely de-
velopment work at the grass-
roots level.

Earlier this year, the Centre 
also released over Rs 223 
crore for Assam and Rs 
444.38 crore for Odisha to 
strengthen rural panchayat in-
stitutions under the same 
scheme.

These releases highlight the 
government’s focus on em-
powering villages, improving 
services, and supporting de-
centralised planning through 
steady financial support for 
grassroots institutions nation-
wide today consistently.

ED Questions 
Rana Kapoor In 

Ambani Case
MUMBAI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Monday questioned 
Yes Bank co-founder Rana 
Kapoor in connection with a 
money laundering investiga-
tion linked to companies of 
the Reliance Anil Ambani 
Group.

Officials said Kapoor’s 
statement was recorded under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act as part of an 
ongoing probe into financial 
dealings between Yes Bank 
and group companies during 
the period from 2017 to 2019.

According to investigators, 
Yes Bank had invested nearly 
Rs 2,965 crore in Reliance 
Home Finance Limited and 
about Rs 2,045 crore in Reli-
ance Commercial Finance 
Limited during those years. 
By December 2019, these in-
vestments reportedly turned 
into non-performing assets, 
raising serious concerns.

Sources said the outstand-
ing exposure stood at Rs 
1,353.5 crore in Reliance 
Home Finance and Rs 1,984 
crore in Reliance Commercial 
Finance. During Rana Ka-
poor’s tenure, Yes Bank’s to-
tal exposure to the Anil Am-
bani Group was around Rs 
6,000 crore in March 2017 
and later rose sharply to near-

ly Rs 13,000 crore by March 
2018.

Investigators further stated 
that more than Rs 5,000 crore 
was invested by the bank into 
the two finance companies, 
both part of the Anil Ambani 
Group. Together, the firms are 
believed to have received 
public funds worth over Rs 
11,000 crore.

The ED is also examining 
the flow of money before 
these investments were made. 
Sources said Yes Bank had 
received large funds from the 
former Reliance Nippon Mu-
tual Fund.

Under market rules, the 
mutual fund was not permit-
ted to invest directly in Anil 
Ambani group companies due 
to conflict of interest rules. 
The agency suspects the funds 
were routed indirectly using 
Yes Bank as a channel.

The investigation is con-
tinuing, and further action 
will depend on the findings.

Yes Bank’s exposure to 
Reliance Home Fi-

nance was Rs 1,353.5 
crore and Reliance 

Commercial Finance 
Rs 1,984 crore, rising 

to nearly Rs 13,000 
crore by 2018

India Could Sell 
22 Million EVs 

By 2035
NEW DELHI

A new report predicts India’s 
electric vehicle (EV) sales 
could reach 22 million units 
by 2035, with over half of ve-
hicles in most segments being 
electric. KPMG India said 
growth depends on strong de-
mand, resilient supply chains, 
and supportive policies. Crit-
ical minerals like lithium, co-
balt, and nickel are essential, 
but most global refining ca-
pacity is concentrated abroad, 
posing risks. The report sug-
gests domestic mining, pro-
cessing, and recycling, plus 
long-term supply contracts, to 
secure resources. Experts 
stressed India must act now to 
build a robust EV ecosystem 
and position itself as a global 
leader in sustainable mobility.

The ministry attributed negative inflation mainly to falling prices of 
food, fuel, metals, and electricity, controlling wholesale rates

Wholesale Inflation Remains 
Negative In November

NEW DELHI

India’s wholesale price infla-
tion continued to stay in the 
negative zone in November, 
offering relief to businesses 
and consumers, according to 
data released by the Com-
merce and Industry Ministry 
on Monday.

Wholesale Price Index 
(WPI) inflation stood at mi-
nus 0.32 percent in November 
compared to the same month 
last year. This followed a 
sharper contraction of minus 
1.21 percent in October. In 
contrast, WPI inflation was at 
2.16 percent in November last 
year.

The ministry said the nega-
tive inflation rate was mainly 
due to lower prices of food 
articles, mineral oils, crude 
petroleum, natural gas, basic 
metals and electricity. The 
steady fall in these key items 
helped keep overall wholesale 
prices under control.

Meanwhile, consumer in-
flation also remained low. In-
flation based on the Consum-
er Price Index (CPI) was esti-
mated at 0.71 percent in No-
vember, slightly higher than 

the 0.25 percent recorded in 
October, as per data released 
earlier by the Ministry of Sta-
tistics.

Food inflation stayed firmly 
in the negative zone at minus 
3.91 percent in November. 
This marked the sixth consec-
utive month of falling food 
prices, easing pressure on 
household budgets and daily 
expenses.

The overall inflation out-
look remains benign. The Re-
serve Bank of India has re-
duced its inflation forecast for 
the financial year 2025-26 to 
2 percent from the earlier es-
timate of 2.6 percent, helped 

by falling food prices and the 
impact of GST rate cuts.

Reflecting the easing infla-
tion, RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra recently announced 
a 25 basis point cut in the 
repo rate to 5.25 percent to 
support economic growth.

Malhotra said strong eco-
nomic growth and soft infla-
tion have created a favourable 
period for the Indian econo-
my. He added that core infla-
tion remains under control, 
food supply conditions have 
improved, and global com-
modity prices are expected to 
soften, supporting price sta-
bility going ahead.

Children Mutual Funds 
See Strong Growth Surge
NEW DELHI

Children’s mutual funds in 
India have seen strong growth 
over the past five years as 
parents seek better ways to 
plan for education and future 
needs. 

A recent ICRA Analytics 
report said the category ex-
panded by around 21 percent 
during this period and is ex-
pected to maintain dou-
ble-digit growth ahead. Rising 
education costs, increasing by 
nearly 11–12 percent annual-
ly, along with better returns 

from market-linked invest-
ments, have driven demand. 
Assets under management 
rose sharply to Rs 25,675 
crore in November 2025 from 
Rs 9,866 crore five years ago, 
reflecting growing investor 
confidence. 

Investor folios also in-
creased to about 32 lakh from 
nearly 29 lakh. Currently, 
twelve children’s mutual fund 
schemes are available, with 
top performers delivering 
15–20 percent annual returns 
over the past three to five 
years. 

India Set To Lead Asia-
Pacific Economic Growth

NEW DELHI

India is projected to be the 
fastest-growing major econo-
my in the Asia-Pacific region 
in 2026, with GDP expected 
to expand by 6.6 percent and 
inflation estimated at 4.2 per-
cent, according to a report by 
the Mastercard Economics 
Institute (MEI) released on 
Monday. 

The report attributes the 
outlook to strong domestic 
demand, monetary easing, tax 
reforms, GST rationalisation, 
and easing global commodity 
prices. Favourable demo-
graphics, rapid digital adop-
tion, and technological prog-

ress are further strengthening 
India’s growth momentum, 
driving expansion in global 
capability centres and Tier 2 
and Tier 3 cities. 

Tourism is emerging as a 
key contributor, supporting 
local economies and external 
stability, with destinations 
such as Goa, Rishikesh, and 
Amritsar attracting experien-
tial travellers.

 India is also accelerating 
AI adoption, scoring 8 on the 
AI Enthusiasm Index. MEI 
expects global GDP growth to 
moderate slightly to 3.1 per-
cent in 2026, while India re-
mains a key regional growth 
driver.

Indian Investors Expand 
Reach To Global Markets

MUMBAI

Investors from more than 145 
cities across India are now 
participating in global mar-
kets, with 47 percent coming 
from tier 2 and tier 3 loca-
tions, a report by Vested Fi-
nance revealed on Monday.

The report highlighted a 
shift in Indian investor be-
haviour, showing that many 
are moving beyond sin-
gle-stock bets to invest in US 
equities, index and thematic 
ETFs, private market oppor-
tunities, and global funds, in-
cluding those domiciled in 
GIFT City. This indicates a 
more structured approach to 
portfolio building and grow-
ing comfort with global mar-
ket participation.

“Global investing for Indi-
ans has moved from curiosity 
to conviction. Investors are 
increasingly thinking in terms 
of asset allocation, diversifi-
cation, and long-term expo-
sure, rather than one-off in-
vestments,” said Viram Shah, 
Founder and CEO of Vested 
Finance.

The report also noted a 
two-way investment trend, 
with Indian investors using 

international platforms to ac-
cess overseas markets and 
also invest back into India, 
reflecting a growing global 
capital perspective.

According to the findings, 
48 percent of global investors 
are under 35, and 38 percent 
start with less than $500. 
While 68 percent prefer in-
vesting in individual stocks, 
24 percent choose ETFs, sev-
en percent invest in cash, and 
one percent in global funds. 
On average, investors hold 
eight stocks, with popular 
choices including Nvidia, 
Tesla, Apple, Meta Platforms, 
Alphabet, and Microsoft.

The rise in global investing 
has been supported by better 
access to research, digital 
tools, and financial education, 
especially outside metro cities. 
About 38 percent of investors 
increase their global allocation 
within the first year, while 61 
percent diversify across both 
stocks and ETFs.

The report underscores a 
growing sophistication among 
Indian investors, signalling 
that global investment is be-
coming an integral part of 
long-term wealth creation 
strategies nationwide.

Gold, Silver Prices Surge On MCX Trading
MUMBAI

Gold and silver prices rose 
sharply on Monday, driven by 
a weaker US dollar and posi-
tive global cues, according to 
early trading on the Multi 
C o m m o d i t y  E x c h a n g e 
(MCX).

Gold February futures 
gained 0.72 percent to trade at 
Rs 1,34,580 per 10 grams, 
while silver March contracts 
climbed 1.36 percent to Rs 
1,95,466 per kilogram, show-
ing strong buying interest 
from investors.

The precious metals had al-
ready seen sharp movements 
in the previous session. On 
Friday, December 12, MCX 
gold February futures surged 

nearly Rs 2,800, or over 2 
percent, to a record high of Rs 
1,35,263 per 10 grams. How-
ever, profit booking later 
pulled gold down to close at 
Rs 1,33,551 per 10 grams, up 
0.82 percent.

Silver also touched an all-
time high in the last session, 
rising Rs 2,700, or 1.3 per-
cent, to Rs 2,01,615 per kilo-
gram. Heavy profit booking 
later led silver to settle 3.33 
percent lower at Rs 1,92,318 
per kilogram.

Market analysts said the 
gains on Monday were sup-
ported by a weaker US dollar, 
which fell 0.10 percent, and a 
drop in the 10-year US Trea-
sury yield to 4.18 percent. 
Lower bond yields and a soft 

dollar make non-yielding as-
sets like gold and silver more 
attractive to investors.

Bullion prices have been on 
an upward trend following the 
US Federal Reserve’s 25-ba-
sis-point rate cut on Decem-
ber 10, with expectations of 
further rate reductions fueling 
demand. Additional factors 
such as strong central bank 
buying, inflows into gold and 
silver ETFs, geopolitical ten-
sions, and global economic 
uncertainties related to US 
tariffs have also helped push 
prices higher.

The combination of these 
factors suggests continued in-
vestor interest in gold and sil-
ver as safe-haven assets amid 
global market volatility.
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CROWDS THAT KILL
WHY STAMPEDES KEEP HAUNTING INDIA’S PUBLIC LIFE
When faith, festivals, 

fear, and failure 
collide, the deadliest 

force is not the 
crowd — it is the 

system around it.

On a humid evening, thousands 
gather outside a temple, railway 
station, stadium, or political rally. 
The air is thick with anticipation 
— devotion, desperation, excite-
ment, or urgency. A rumor spreads. 
A gate closes. A step slips. Some-
one falls. And within seconds, hu-
man bodies turn into a force of de-
struction. People are trampled not 
because they are careless, but be-
cause they are powerless.

India has witnessed dozens of 
deadly stampedes over the decades. 
From religious congregations to 
railway platforms, from election 
rallies to pilgrimage routes, stam-
pedes recur with horrifying regular-
ity. Each time, condolences are of-
fered. Compensation is announced. 
Committees are formed. And then, 
quietly, the nation moves on — un-
til the next crowd surges, and the 
next set of lives are crushed.

Stampedes in India are not acci-
dents. They are structural failures 
waiting to happen.

Understanding Stampedes: 
More Than Crowd Panic

A stampede is often described as a sudden rush of people leading to injuries and 
deaths due to trampling or suffocation. But this definition hides more than it reveals. 
Most stampede deaths do not occur because people are running wildly. They occur 

due to crowd compression when people are packed so tightly that they cannot 
breathe. Victims often die standing up, their chests unable to expand. Medical stud-

ies show that compressive asphyxia, not trampling, is the primary cause of death 
in dense crowds. In simple terms: people die not because they panic, but because 

they have no space to exist. This distinction matters. Because if panic were the root 
cause, blame would lie with individuals. But if compression is the cause, responsibili-

ty shifts to planning, design, and governance.

A Grim Pattern  
Across Decades

India’s history of stampedes spans generations.
• In 1954, over 800 people died during  

the Kumbh Mela in Allahabad.

• In 2005, 265 pilgrims were killed at the  
Mandhardevi temple in Maharashtra  

after a fire triggered chaos.

• In 2008, 250 people died at the  
Naina Devi temple in Himachal Pradesh  

following rumors of a landslide.

• In 2013, 36 people died near the Ratangarh  
temple in Madhya Pradesh due to crowd  

congestion on a bridge.

• In 2015, over 27 people were killed  
at a temple in Rajahmundry,  

Andhra Pradesh, after a wall collapse.

• In 2022, stampede-like crowd pressure  
caused deaths during religious events and public 

celebrations across states.

These tragedies cut across geography, religion, 
and politics. Temples, mosques, ghats, stations, 

stadiums the venue changes, but the outcome re-
mains eerily similar.

This repetition exposes a deeper truth: India 
has normalized deadly crowds.

The First Major Cause: Overcrowding 
Without Capacity Planning

Crowd capacity 
is not just about 

how many people 
fit into a space. It 

depends on
• Entry and exit width

• Flow speed

• Bottlenecks and 
choke points

• Emergency evacu-
ation routes

• Crowd behavior 
patterns

India’s population density is among the highest 
in the world, but population alone does not cause 
stampedes. Poor planning does.

Most venues hosting large gatherings in India 
lack scientifically calculated capacity limits. Pil-
grimage sites often operate on centuries-old lay-
outs never designed for modern crowd volumes. 
Railway stations built decades ago now handle 
several times their intended load. Temporary 
structures at festivals are erected without 
stress-testing for human flow.

Yet, in many Indian events, there is no re-
al-time monitoring of crowd density. People keep 
entering even when safe limits are crossed.

When density exceeds 5–6 people per square 
meter, movement becomes impossible. At 7–8 
people per square meter, death becomes likely.

India frequently crosses this threshold know-
ingly.

The Second Major 
Cause: Poor Crowd 

Flow Design
Crowds are not random. They behave 
like fluids. They slow down at turns, 
thicken at slopes, and compress near nar-
row exits. Yet crowd flow design is often 
ignored in India.

Religious processions often force dev-
otees to walk long distances through con-
strained corridors, increasing fatigue and 
instability. In such conditions, a single 
fall can trigger a domino effect.

The tragedy is not that people fall. The 
tragedy is that there is no margin for re-
covery when they do.

Common failures include
• Single entry and exit points  

for massive gatherings

• Opposing flows of people  
on narrow paths

• Sharp turns near staircases or bridges

• Temporary barricades  
placed without simulation

• Sudden route diversions  
without communication

The Third Major Cause: 
Administrative Negligence and 

Reactive Policing
In many  

stampede cases
• Emergency exits  

were blocked

• Ambulances arrived late

• On-ground staff  
lacked training in crowd 

psychology

• Confusion reigned over 
who was in charge

• When authority is 
fragmented, response is 

delayed. 

After every stampede, 
officials cite uncontrol-
lable crowds or unex-
pected surges. But large 
gatherings in India are 
rarely unexpected.

Pilgrimages happen 
on fixed dates. Festivals 
are annual. Political ral-
lies are scheduled. Elec-
tion roadshows are 
planned weeks in ad-
vance.

What remains missing 
is proactive administra-
tion.

Policing often focuses 
on law and order rather 
than crowd safety. Barri-
cades are used to control 
people, not protect them. 
Personnel are deployed 
for VIP movement, not 
emergency response.

When response is de-
layed, deaths multiply.

Stampedes often begin with misin-
formation.

A rumor of a bridge collaps-
ing. A shout about an electric 
wire. A cry that a gate is clos-
ing. A false alarm spreads fast-
er than any official announce-
ment.

India’s crowd environments 
are acoustically chaotic. 
Loudspeakers are often inau-
dible. Instructions are unclear 
or contradictory. Language 
barriers worsen confusion.

In the absence of clear infor-
mation, fear fills the vacuum.

Panic does not emerge from no-
where. It is born when people feel 
trapped, uncertain, and unheard.

The Fourth Major 
Cause: Communication 

Failure and Rumors

The Fifth Major Cause: 
Cultural Fatalism and 
Public Conditioning

Perhaps the most uncomfortable 
reason behind recurring stam-
pedes lies within society itself.

There is a deeply ingrained be-
lief that suffering in crowds is 
inevitable. That danger is part of 
devotion. That hardship proves 
faith. That deaths are unfortunate 
but unavoidable.

This fatalism weakens public 
demand for accountability.

Crowd safety is rarely a voting 
issue. No official has ever lost an 
election solely due to stampede 
deaths. Compensation is seen as 
closure. Structural reform is post-
poned.

As long as crowds are treated 
as expendable and lives as statis-
tics, the cycle continues. 

The Sixth Major 
Cause: Absence 

of Accountability
One of the most striking fea-
tures of stampede disasters in 
India is the lack of conse-
quences.

Investigations are ordered. 
Reports are filed. Blame is 
diffused across departments. 
And then silence.

Without accountability, 
there is no incentive to 
change.

Tragedies become rituals. 
Deaths become footnotes.

Rarely do we see
• Criminal liability for gross 

negligence

• Long-term institutional 
reform

• Mandatory safety audits 
after incidents

• Public release of inquiry 
findings

How Other Countries Handle 
Crowds Differently

Stampedes are not unique to India. But their frequency and 
scale are.

Countries hosting large religious or sporting events invest 
heavily in crowd science. The Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Ara-
bia, once infamous for deadly stampedes, has dramatically 
reduced casualties through:

India has the technological capability to do the same. What 
it lacks is the political will to prioritize invisible safety over 
visible spectacle.

• Real-time 
crowd  

density moni-
toring

• Staggered en-
try schedules

• One-way move-
ment systems

• Advanced sim-
ulation models

• Strict enforce-
ment of  

capacity limits

The Human Cost 
Beyond Numbers
Every stampede headline hides 
hundreds of untold stories.

A mother searching for her 
child’s slipper.

An elderly man suffocating 
inches from open air.

A family traveling overnight 
for a moment of faith that ends 
in grief.

Stampedes disproportionate-
ly kill the poor, the elderly, 
women, and children — those 
with the least physical strength 
to resist crowd pressure.

These are not reckless 
thrill-seekers. They are ordi-
nary citizens trusting the sys-
tem to keep them safe.

That trust is repeatedly be-
trayed.

Breaking the Cycle:  
What Must Change

Preventing stampedes is 
not impossible. It re-
quires a shift in mindset.

1. Crowd Safety as In-
frastructure

Crowd management 
must be treated as critical 
infrastructure, not event 
logistics.

2. Mandatory Capacity 
Audits

Every venue hosting 
large gatherings must 
have legally enforced ca-
pacity limits.

3. Professional Crowd 
Managers

Crowd science experts, 
not just police, must plan 
and supervise events.

4. Real-Time Monitor-

ing Systems
Sensors, cameras, and 

AI-based density alerts 
should guide entry con-
trol.

5. Clear Communica-
tion Protocols

Unified messaging 
systems with multilin-
gual announcements are 
essential.

6. Legal Accountabili-
ty

Gross negligence caus-
ing stampedes must at-
tract criminal liability.

7. Public Awareness
Citizens must be edu-

cated to recognize dan-
ger signs and demand 
safer systems.

The Crowd Is  
Not the Enemy

India’s stampede problem is not a peo-
ple problem. It is a governance prob-
lem. Crowds do not kill. Poor planning 
does. Faith does not kill. Negligence 
does. Celebration does not kill. Indif-
ference does.

As India grows, urbanizes, and gath-
ers in ever larger numbers, the question 
is no longer whether stampedes will 
happen again but whether we will con-
tinue to accept them as fate. Every 
stampede is a warning written in hu-
man lives. Ignoring it is a choice. And 
one that costs far too much.
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Desperate England Chase Ashes 
Miracle as Adelaide Test Looms
England face daunting odds, hoping Adelaide revival can rescue Ashes pride

ADELAIDE
 

England head into Wednes-
day’s third Ashes Test in Ad-
elaide clinging to faint hopes 
of a dramatic turnaround, 
with Australia firmly in con-
trol and eyeing an early series 
seal. Heavy defeats in Perth 
and Brisbane have left the 
tourists 2-0 down and staring 
at another bruising campaign 
Down Under.

The statistics make grim 
reading. England have now 
gone 17 Tests without a win 
in Australia, their last success 
dating back to the 2010–11 
series. Another defeat would 
mean the Ashes are decided 
inside three Tests for the 
fourth consecutive Australian 
series.  Former England open-
er Geoffrey Boycott has been 
scathing, criticising “irrespon-
sible batting” and lapses in 
the field. “After just six days 
of Ashes cricket, England 
somehow need a miracle,” he 
wrote.

Yet coach Brendon McCul-
lum remains defiant. “We’re a 
massive chance in this Test 
match. Do that, and the narra-
tive changes,” he insisted. 

Captain Ben Stokes, mean-
while, admitted his side have 
faltered under pressure and 
demanded greater resilience.

England may freshen up their 
bowling attack, with Mark 
Wood injured and Josh Tongue 
in contention. The top seven 
are expected to remain un-
changed, with Ollie Pope re-
taining his place at number 

three. Spin could also come 
into play, with Shoaib Bashir 
and Will Jacks vying for a spot.

Australia, brimming with 
confidence, are boosted by 
the return of skipper Pat 
Cummins, who is set to lead 
an already potent attack fea-
turing Mitchell Starc, the se-
ries’ leading wicket-taker. 
Nathan Lyon is also expected 

to return. Despite the mo-
mentum, Australian greats 
have urged caution. Adelaide 
Oval’s flatter pitch and short-
er boundaries may offer En-
gland their best chance to 
unleash their aggressive 
style. As both camps ac-
knowledge, if an Ashes sur-
prise is to happen, Adelaide 
is where it must begin.

Have Faith in Shubman, He’ll 
Win World T20 Games: Abhishek
DHARAMSALA

 
Having shared dressing rooms 
and dreams since their early 
teens, Abhishek Sharma has 
thrown his weight firmly be-
hind close friend Shubman 
Gill, insisting the vice-captain 
will soon start winning T20I 
matches for India, including 
at the World T20 next year.

Gill’s place in the Indian 
T20I XI has come under scru-
tiny following a modest run of 
form. The right-hander has 
scored 291 runs in 15 innings 
at a strike-rate of 137.3, with 
just four sixes, while a settled 
Sanju Samson has often found 
himself sidelined. In the third 
T20I against South Africa here 
on Sunday, Gill made a run-a-
ball 28 in a chase of 118, after 
Abhishek’s explosive 35 off 

18 balls set the tone.
Asked about Gill and skip-

per Suryakumar Yadav endur-
ing a lean patch in the ongo-
ing  f ive-match  se r ies , 
Abhishek was unequivocal. 
“Trust me, these two guys are 
going to win matches in the 
World Cup and in this series 
as well,” he said, with India 
currently leading 2-1.

On Gill, Abhishek was espe-
cially protective. “I’ve been 
playing with Shubman for so 
long. I know which match he 
can win, in which conditions, 
irrespective of the opposition,” 
he said. “I have a lot of faith in 
him, and I hope everyone will 
have faith very soon.” 
Abhishek explained that after 
his dismissal with the team on 
60, the plan was simply to bat 
time. With help for pacers on a 
cold December evening in 
Dharamshala, caution was key. 
“The ball was swinging and 
seaming a bit, so we just need-
ed to knock it around and fin-
ish the game,” he said. For 
Abhishek, patience with Gill is 
essential. “It’s only a matter of 
time,” he insisted, confident 
that belief will soon be re-
warded on the biggest stage.

India Cricketer Defies  
No-Interaction Order, Wins 

Hearts at U19 Asia Cup
DUBAI

 
Amid strict directives dis-
couraging on-field interac-
tion between Indian and 
Pakistani players, a touch-
ing act of sportsmanship 
stole the spotlight during 
the ongoing ACC Men's 
Under-19 Asia Cup. An In-
dian Under-19 cricketer 
briefly set aside rivalry to 
help an opponent, drawing 
widespread praise across 
social media. During Paki-
stan’s batting innings, Indi-
an pacer Kishan Kumar 
Singh noticed Pakistan bat-
ter Huzaifa Ahsan strug-
gling with untied shoelaces. 
In a moment caught on 
camera, Singh calmly knelt 
down and tied the laces for 
his rival before resuming 
play. The clip quickly went 
viral, with fans hailing the 
youngster for upholding 
cricket’s spirit.

The gesture stood out 
given the prevailing no-in-
teraction stance, shaped by 
instructions from the Board 
of Control for Cricket in 
India, which has seen Indi-
an teams avoid handshakes 
and friendly exchanges 
with Pakistan counterparts 
at recent tournaments. 
While teams maintained 
protocol at the toss and 
post-match ceremonies, 
Singh’s action offered a re-
freshing contrast.

Reactions poured in from 

both sides of the border, 
with many praising the teen-
ager’s maturity and empa-
thy. Observers noted that 
such moments have histori-
cal precedent, recalling in-
stances where senior crick-
eters from both nations qui-
etly helped each other with 
equipment on the field. 
However, such gestures 
have become increasingly 
rare in recent times. On the 
cricketing front, India dom-
inated the contest, crushing 
Pakistan Under-19 by 90 
runs. Batting first, India 
posted 240 before being 
bowled out, with solid con-
tributions across the middle 
order. Pakistan were then 
dismissed for 150 in 41.2 
overs, despite Huzaifa Ah-
san’s valiant 70. Kishan Ku-
mar Singh capped his mem-
orable outing with two 
wickets, adding substance to 
a day already defined by his 
act of goodwill.

In a tournament marked 
by intensity and rivalry, a 
simple act reminded fans 
that respect and humanity 
can still shine through com-
petitive sport.

Michael Vaughan Caught in Bondi Beach 
Shooting Horror, Returns Home Safely

SYDNEY 
 

A deadly shooting at Bondi 
Beach on December 14 
plunged Australia into shock, 
leaving at least 12 people dead 
and several others injured in 
what authorities have labelled 
a terrorist attack. Panic 
gripped the iconic seaside sub-
urb after two armed men ar-
rived in a vehicle and opened 
fire on the public during the 
busy evening hours.

Eyewitnesses said the attack 
began around 6.40 pm when 
the assailants stepped out of 
their car and started shooting 
indiscriminately, sending 
crowds fleeing for cover. In 
the chaos, one of the attackers 
was reportedly overpowered 
by a civilian, while the second 
was later killed in a police en-
counter. Authorities have since 
confirmed the arrest of Naveed 
Akram, who remains in custo-
dy as investigations continue.

Former England captain Mi-
chael Vaughan, currently in 
Australia as part of the broad-
cast team for the Ashes series, 
found himself caught in the 

middle of the terrifying ordeal. 
Vaughan revealed that he was 
trapped inside a restaurant at 
Bondi Beach as the shoot-
ing unfolded nearby.

Taking to X, formerly 
Twitter, Vaughan de-
scribed the experience 
as frightening but con-
firmed that he had re-
turned home safely. “Be-
ing locked in a restaurant 
in Bondi was scary. 

Now home safe, but 
thanks so much to the 
emergency services and the 
guy who confronted the 
terrorist. Thoughts 
with all who 
have been 

affected,” he wrote.
Australian Prime Minister 

Anthony Albanese condemned 
the violence and officially 
termed the incident an act of 
terrorism, praising the swift 
response of emergency ser-
vices and police in neutralis-
ing the threat and preventing 
further loss of life.

Meanwhile, cricketing ac-
tion continues despite the 
sombre backdrop. Australia 
currently lead the Ashes se-
ries 2-0 after emphatic 

eight-wicket wins in Perth 
and at the Gabba. The 

third Test is sched-
uled to begin on 
December 17 in 
Adelaide, with 
players and fans 
alike reflecting 
on a tragic day 

that has shaken 
the nation far be-

yond the sport-
ing arena.

Team India Makes History with 
Maiden Squash World Cup Triumph
CHENNAI

 
Team India etched its name 
into squash history, clinching 
its first-ever Squash World 
Cup title with a commanding 
victory over top-seeded Hong 
Kong in the final held in 
Chennai. The landmark tri-
umph capped a flawless cam-
paign and underlined India’s 
rapid rise on the global squash 
stage.

The title marked a signifi-
cant leap from India’s previous 
best finish — a bronze medal 
at the 2023 edition — and 
showcased the team’s growing 
depth and consistency. India 
were dominant throughout the 
tournament, not dropping a 
single match on their way to 
lifting the trophy. They opened 
the group stage with emphatic 
4-0 wins over Switzerland and 
Brazil, before sweeping aside 
South Africa 3-0 in the quar-
terfinals. A stunning 3-0 vic-
tory over defending champi-
ons and two-time winners 
Egypt in the semifinals set up 
the title clash.

In the final, veteran Joshna 
Chinappa gave India a dream 
start, defeating world No. 37 
Lee Ka Yi 3-1 in the opening 
women’s singles rubber. Asian 
Games medallist Abhay Singh 
then doubled the lead with a 
clinical 3-0 win over Alex Lau 
in just 19 minutes.

The decisive moment came 
from 17-year-old prodigy Ana-
hat Singh, who produced a 

composed performance to beat 
world No. 31 Tomato Ho 3-0. 
Her victory sealed a historic 
clean sweep, making it unnec-
essary for national men’s 
champion Velavan Senthilku-
mar to take the court.

“An unbelievable evening,” 
Abhay Singh said. “To do this 
with such legendary team-
mates makes it very special.”

India became only the 
fourth nation, after Australia, 
England and Egypt, to win 
the Squash World Cup in its 
five editions. The triumph 
carries added significance 
with squash set to make its 
Olympic debut at the LA 
2028 Olympics, heralding a 
promising future for the sport 
in India.

PM Modi Congratulates Indian Squash 
Team on World Cup Triumph

NEW DELHI:  Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Mon-
day congratulated the Indian squash team for script-
ing history by winning their maiden title at the SDAT 

Squash World Cup 2025 in Chennai. In a post on X, the 
Prime Minister praised Joshna Chinappa, Abhay Singh, 

Velavan Senthil Kumar and Anahat Singh for their 
“tremendous dedication and determination,” saying 
their achievement had made the nation proud. Modi 
noted that the historic triumph against top-seeded 

Hong Kong would significantly boost squash’s popular-
ity among Indian youth. India clinched the title with a 

dominant 3-0 victory in the final.

CHENNAI
 

The Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) removed Prem 
Chand Lochab from the post 
of secretary general during its 
general council meeting held 
on the sidelines of the Senior 
National Championships in 
Ahmedabad.  Incumbent 
vice-president and Delhi Am-
ateur Wrestling Association 
chief Jai Prakash was appoint-
ed acting secretary general.

Lochab, a former secretary 
of the Railway Sports Promo-
tion Board (RSPB), had been 
served a show-cause notice 
for allegedly engaging in an-
ti-federation activities. Ac-
cording to WFI sources, two 
reminders were also issued, 

but his failure to respond 
prompted the council to act. 
“The general council ap-
proved the decision and made 
Jai Prakash acting secretary 
general,” a WFI official said.

Elected in December 2023, 
Lochab was among the few 
candidates outside the faction 
led by former WFI president 
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh to 
secure a post. He entered the 
elections through the Gujarat 
State Wrestling Association. 
Another non-aligned winner 
was Devender Kadyan, elect-
ed senior vice-president, 
while the remaining posts 
were claimed by Brij Bhu-
shan’s faction.

The council also replaced 
vice-president Kartar Singh 

with V.N. Prasood. Kartar 
Singh, who represented Pun-
jab during the WFI elections, 
lost his position after a fresh 
election in the state associa-
tion left him out of the newly 
elected body. Former WFI 
secretary general Prasood was 
subsequently inducted.

On the mat, the Railway 

Sports Promotion Board 
capped a dominant campaign 
by winning the men’s Gre-
co-Roman team champion-
ship on Sunday, adding to 
their men’s freestyle title se-
cured a day earlier. RSPB also 
finished runners-up in wom-
en’s wrestl ing,  earning 
enough points across all three 
styles to claim the overall 
team championship.

The Services Sports Con-
trol Board finished second 
overall, while Haryana placed 
third. In Greco-Roman, RSPB 
and SSCB were tied on 190 
points, but Railways edged 
ahead by securing more gold 
medals — four compared to 
SSCB’s three — to seal the 
title at the senior nationals.

Lochab Sacked as WFI Secretary; RSPB Top Senior Nationals

Maybe You Can’t Say Gukesh is a Pure World No. 1: Caruana
MUMBAI

 
US Super Grandmaster Fabi-
ano Caruana believes it is per-
fectly normal for a reigning 
world champion to not neces-
sarily be the outright No. 1 
player in the world, offering a 
balanced assessment of In-
dia’s world champion D 
Gukesh. Speaking on the 
sidelines of the Global Chess 
League in Mumbai, Caruana 
said that while Gukesh may 
not have enjoyed his strongest 
year so far, comparisons with 
former world champion Ding 
Liren were unfair.

“Maybe you can’t say that 
he’s the pure No. 1 in the 

world right now, but that’s su-
per normal,” Caruana said. 
“The world champion isn’t 
necessarily the pure No. 1 in 
the world.” He added that 
Gukesh remains firmly among 
the elite and is better placed 
than Ding was during his 

reign. “He hasn’t had a great 
year, but I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if next year is very 
strong for him,” he noted.

Currently ranked third in the 
world with a classical rating of 
2795, Caruana has been a fix-
ture at the top level for nearly a 

decade. The 33-year-old will 
compete in his sixth consecu-
tive Candidates Tournament in 
2026 and is among the favour-
ites based on ratings, alongside 
compatriot Hikaru Nakamura. 
However, Caruana cautioned 
against underestimating the 
competition. “There are no 
easy games in the Candidates. 
Everyone is extremely motivat-
ed,” he said. Caruana also iden-
tified India’s R Praggnanand-
haa as a serious contender for 
the world title. “He definitely 
has a realistic chance. He al-
ready has experience from the 
previous edition,” he said, 
while adding that it is difficult 
to single out a clear favourite.

Messi Event 
Fiasco Will 

Affect Bengal for 
50 Years: AIFF 
Chief Chaubey

KOLKATA 
 

All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) president Kalyan 
Chaubey warned that the cha-
os surrounding football super-
star Lionel Messi’s event at 
Salt Lake Stadium could dam-
age Bengal’s sporting reputa-
tion for decades.

The opening leg of Messi’s 
four-city ‘GOAT India Tour 
2025’ in Kolkata descended 
into disorder on Saturday 
morning amid serious crowd 
management and security 
lapses. The Argentine great 
was surrounded and jostled by 
selfie-seeking politicians and 
VIPs, forcing the programme 
to be cut short. Messi, accom-
panied by Inter Miami team-
mates Luis Suárez and Rodri-
go de Paul, wrapped up the 
event within 20 minutes be-
fore leaving for Hyderabad 
later in the evening.

The abrupt end triggered 
unrest among fans, many of 
whom had spent thousands of 
rupees to attend the pro-
gramme. Angry spectators 
vandalised parts of the Salt 
Lake Stadium, leaving be-
hind broken chairs, damaged 
canopies and litter strewn 
across the pitch. Calling the 
episode “very unfortunate” 
for a city long regarded as 
the Mecca of Indian football, 
Chaubey said the fallout 
would be felt far beyond the 
immediate embarrassment.

IPL 2026 Auction: 
Six Uncapped 

Stars Franchises 
Could Target

NEW DELHI
 

The IPL 2026 auction prom-
ises excitement for both mar-
quee signings and uncapped 
Indian talent. Young players 
from domestic tournaments 
have emerged as potential 
game-changers. Kartik Shar-
ma (Rajasthan), 19, im-
pressed with a century on 
debut and a 139-run innings 
in a 263-run partnership. 
P r a s h a n t  Ve e r  ( U t t a r 
Pradesh), 20, is a left-arm 
spinner and hard-hitting bat-
ter, excelling in the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy. Sunny 
Sandhu (Tamil Nadu), 22, is 
a seam-bowling all-rounder 
known for explosive finish-
ing. Harsh Tyagi (Delhi) of-
fers leadership and slow left-
arm spin. 

Salil Arora (Punjab) pro-
vides middle-order fire-
power, while Raj Limbani 
(Baroda) brings pace and 
consistency. These uncapped 
stars are auction highlights.
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NEW DELHI
 

Shafali Verma has been 
named the ICC Women’s 
Player of the Month for 
November 2025 following 
her match-winning perfor-
mance in India’s ICC 
Women’s Cricket World 
Cup final triumph over 
South Africa. In the title 
clash at Dr DY Patil Stadi-
um, Navi Mumbai, Shafali 
scored a brilliant 87 runs 
at the top of the order, 
forging a 104-run opening 
partnership with Smriti 
Mandhana. It was her 
highest ODI score and first 
half-century in more than 
three years, providing In-
dia with a solid foundation 
in the final. Shafali then 
demonstrated her all-round 
prowess with the ball, re-
turning figures of 7-0-36-
2, dismissing key South 
A f r i c a n batters 
S u n e 

Luus and Marizanne Kapp. 
Harmanpreet Kaur’s in-
spired decision to hand her 
the ball paid dividends as 
India bowled out the Pro-
teas for 246, securing a 52-
run victory and ending In-
dia’s long wait for an ICC 
title on home soil.

“My first ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup experi-
ence didn’t go as I expect-
ed, but it ended far better 
than I could have imag-
ined,” Verma said. “I’m 
truly honoured to be 
named the Women’s Player 
of the Month for Novem-
ber and dedicate this 
award to my teammates, 
coaches, family, and ev-
eryone who supported me. 
We win and lose as a team, 
the same goes for this 
award.”

Shafali’s journey to the 
final was far from straight-
forward. Initially left out 
of the squad, she was only 
recalled after Pratika Raw-
al’s injury against Bangla-
desh. After a modest 10 in 
the semi-final against Aus-
tralia, she saved her best 
performance for the final, 
earning the Player of the 
Match award.

Shafali is next set to 
play in the five-match 
T20I series against Sri 
Lanka starting December 
21 in Visakhapatnam and 
will continue with Delhi 
Capitals in the Women’s 
Premier League, having 
been retained 
by the fran-
chise.

Shafali Verma 
Named ICC Women’s 
Player of the Month 

after WC Heroics

Inter Milan Go Top as Rivals 
Milan, Napoli Slip in Serie A
Inter seize chance as Milan draw, Napoli lose, reshaping tight Serie A title race

MILAN
 

Inter Milan moved to the top 
of Serie A after capitalising on 
dropped points by title rivals 
AC Milan and Napoli, edging 
past Genoa while their chal-
lengers stumbled.

Inter secured a 2-1 win 
away at relegation-threatened 
Genoa to move one point 
clear of city rivals AC Milan 
and two ahead of Napoli. De-
fender Yann-Aurel Bisseck set 
the tone with an early goal 
before captain Lautaro 
Martínez doubled the lead 
shortly before halftime. Ge-
noa made things nervy late on 
when Vitinha pulled one back, 
dribbling past two defenders 
and goalkeeper Yann Som-
mer, but Inter held firm to 
claim three crucial points.

At San Siro, AC Milan were 

held to a dramatic 2-2 draw by 
Sassuolo despite a break-
through performance from 
teenager Davide Bartesaghi, 
who scored his first two senior 

goals. After Ismaël Koné’s 
opener for Sassuolo, Barte-
saghi struck either side of half-
time to put Milan ahead, only 
for substitute Armand Lauri-

enté to equalise in the 77th 
minute. Laurienté nearly won 
it late on, rattling the post after 
a solo run.

Napoli missed the opportu-
nity to go top themselves, fall-
ing 1-0 away to Udinese. The 
hosts had two goals disallowed 
before Jurgen Ekkelenkamp 
finally broke the deadlock 
with a stunning long-range 
strike. Napoli squandered late 
chances, with Rasmus Højlund 
firing over from close range.

Elsewhere, Juventus beat 
Bologna 1-0 to climb into 
fifth, while Hellas Verona 
boosted their survival hopes 
with a 2-1 win at bottom side 
Fiorentina.

With momentum firmly 
shifting, Inter now lead a tight-
ening Serie A title race as the 
season approaches its decisive 
phase.

BERLIN
 

Bayern Munich stayed unbeat-
en in the Bundesliga after Har-
ry Kane struck late to salvage 
a dramatic 2-2 draw against 
last-placed FSV Mainz 05.

Bayern looked on course for 
a shock defeat when Lee Jae-
sung headed Mainz ahead in 
the 67th minute, sparking cel-
ebrations among the visiting 
fans. However, Kane converted 
a penalty in the 87th minute to 
rescue the runaway league 
leaders and maintain their per-
fect record. The match marked 
Mainz’s first Bundesliga outing 
under new coach Urs Fischer, 
recently appointed after Bo 
Henriksen’s departure. Despite 
Bayern’s dominance, the visi-
tors showed resilience and cap-
italised on rare defensive laps-
es. Bayern had controlled pro-
ceedings early and opened the 
scoring in the 29th minute 
when teenage sensation Len-
nart Karl tapped in Serge 
Gnabry’s cross. The goal was 
Bayern’s 50th of the league 
season, a Bundesliga record af-
ter just 14 rounds.

Mainz responded before 

halftime through 18-year-old 
defender Kacper Potulski, who 
headed home his first Bunde-
sliga goal in only his second 
appearance. The visitors then 
stunned the Allianz Arena after 
the break as Lee Jae-sung con-
verted Stefan Bell’s deep cross 
to make it 2-1.

Bayern coach Vincent Kom-
pany introduced attacking re-
inforcements, including Sene-
gal forward Nicolas Jackson, 
while Alphonso Davies re-
turned for his first league ap-
pearance in nine months fol-
lowing a serious knee injury.

Relief finally arrived when 
Potulski was penalised for 
holding Kane inside the box. 
The England captain calmly 
dispatched the spot-kick for 
his league-leading 17th goal of 
the season. Mainz held on 
through seven minutes of stop-
page time, celebrating a draw 
that felt like a victory.

Kane Rescues Bayern 
from First Bundesliga 

Loss against Mainz
Late Harry Kane penalty 

spares Bayern 
embarrassment, 

preserves unbeaten 
Bundesliga season

MADRID
 

Kylian Mbappé marked his 
return from injury with a su-
perb goal as Real Madrid se-
cured a much-needed 2-1 win 
away to Alaves in La 
Liga, easing the pressure 
on coach Xabi Alonso af-
ter a difficult run of results.

Madrid had managed 
just two wins from their 
previous eight matches in 
all competitions and were 
coming off a 2-1 home de-
feat to Manchester City in the 
Champions League, a result 
that drew jeers from the San-
tiago Bernabéu crowd. The 
victory in Vitoria-Gasteiz lift-
ed some of the tension and 
moved Madrid back within 
four points of league leaders 
Barcelona.

Mbappé, who missed the 
midweek Champions League 
clash because of a minor inju-
ry, opened the scoring in the 
24th minute. Operating from 
the left, the French forward 
beat his marker with a sharp 
run before curling a precise 
finish into the top corner. It 
was his 26th goal of the sea-
son in all competitions for 
Madrid.

Alaves responded in the 
second half and equalised in 
the 68th minute through Car-
los Vicente, who finished a 
swift counterattack. 

However, Madrid regained 
the lead soon after when Ro-
drygo converted from close 
range following a driving run 
and assist by Vinícius Júnior. 
The Brazilian winger later 
embraced Alonso on the 
touchline, a notable show of 
support amid reports of unrest 

in the dressing room. “It’s 
fundamental that we 

stay united,” Alonso 
said. 

“ T h e 
team com-
peted well and 
took an important 
step forward today.”

The match also carried 
personal milestones for Ma-
drid players. Goalkeeper Thi-
baut Courtois recorded his 
200th win in 310 appearances 
since joining the club in 2018, 
while defender Antonio Rüdi-
ger played his 100th league 
game for Madrid. With inju-
ries at left back, Alonso hand-
ed a start to 19-year-old Víctor 
Valdepeñas from the reserve 
team. Elsewhere, Celta Vigo 
claimed their first home 
league win of the season, 
Oviedo dismissed coach Luis 
Carrión after a heavy defeat, 
and the Levante-Villarreal 
match was postponed due to 
severe weather.

Mbappé Scores on Return 
as Real Madrid Beat 

Alaves, Easing Pressure

MANCHESTER
 

Manchester City and Aston 
Villa both recorded crucial 
wins to remain firmly in 
contention with Premier 
League leader Arsenal.

Arsenal had moved five 
points clear at the summit 
with a 2-1 victory over 
Wolves on Saturday, but 
their closest challengers 
responded a day later. 
City cruised to a 3-0 win 
away at Crystal Palace, 
while Villa twice came 
from behind to beat West 
Ham United 3-2 in a 
thrilling encounter at the 
London Stadium. City 
now trail Arsenal by two 
points, with Villa a further 
point back in third.

City’s victory at Sel-
hurst Park carried extra 
significance after their FA 
Cup final defeat to Palace 
last season. Erling Haa-
land opened the scoring 
late in the first half with 
his 101st Premier League 
goal and added a second 
from the penalty spot in 
the 89th minute, taking 
his league tally to 17. Phil 
Foden struck City’s sec-
ond, as Pep Guardiola’s 
side asserted control. “We 
are learning,” Guardiola 
said, admitting the title 
race remains wide open.

At West Ham, Villa 
showed resilience and at-
tacking depth. Morgan 
Rogers scored twice in the 
second half to extend Vil-
la’s winning streak to nine 
matches in all competi-
tions. The hosts had led 
early through Mateus Fer-
nandes and again via Jar-
rod Bowen, but Konstan-
tinos Mavropanos’ own 
goal and Rogers’ brace 
sealed the comeback. Un-
der Unai Emery, Villa 
have now lost just once in 
their last 13 league games.

Elsewhere, Nottingham 
Forest thrashed Tottenham 
3-0 to ease relegation 
fears, Sunderland edged 
Newcastle 1-0 in the Tyne-
Wear derby, and Leeds 
drew 1-1 with Brentford as 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin 
continued his scoring run.

Man City, Aston 
Villa win, chase 
Premier League 
leader Arsenal

VALIANT LALIT OVERCOMES MORE TO 
RETAIN GRECO-ROMAN 55KG CROWN

AHMEDABAD
 

Defending champion Lalit 
showcased resilience and skill 
to retain his Greco-Roman 
55kg title at the Senior Na-
tional Wrestling Champion-
ships, defeating fellow Ser-
vices wrestler Vishvajit More 
in a thrilling final at the Veer 
Savarkar Sports Complex, 
Naranpura. Lalit, who has 
previously dominated the cat-
egory, came from behind in 
the final moments to pin 
More, a two-time World Un-

der-23 bronze medallist. The 
victory underscored his tacti-
cal prowess and physical en-
durance, as he withstood 
More’s early aggression and 

turned the tide with precise 
holds and counters. The match 
had the audience at the edge of 
their seats, reflecting the high 
stakes and competitive spirit 
of the championship.

This gold medal contribut-
ed crucial points to the Ser-
vices team, which remained 
neck-and-neck with Railways 
in the overall team standings. 
Both teams finished the 
championship with 190 points 
each, highlighting the closely 
contested nature of the tour-
nament.

Police reveal 
lapses behind 
Messi Kolkata 
chaos arrest

KOLKATA
 

The chaos that marred Lionel 
Messi’s Kolkata appearance 
during the GOAT India Tour 
2025 has been traced to seri-
ous organisational lapses, 
Bidhannagar Police Commis-
sioner Mukesh Kumar re-
vealed on Monday, following 
the arrest of chief tour organ-
iser Satadru Dutta.

Scheduled as a nearly two-
hour event at the Salt Lake 
Stadium on December 13, the 
programme was cut short to 
just 20 minutes after crowd 
unrest forced Messi’s early 
exit, the commissioner said. 
“When you cut a 1 hour 
40-minute event to 20 min-
utes, this is bound to happen. 
It is a fallout of mismanage-
ment,” Kumar stated.

Dutta, whose bail plea was 
rejected by a Bidhannagar 
court, was remanded to 14-day 
judicial custody. Police noted 
several lapses: the guest list 
had not been shared, a no-wa-
ter-bottle policy was ignored, 
and vendors had entered with-
out proper checks. CCTV foot-
age is being scrutinised, and 
further arrests are expected.

“The crowd began shouting 
‘boo boo’ at 11:48 am, mo-
ments before Messi left. His 
security team escorted him 
out, after which spectators 
threw bottles, chairs, and other 
objects onto the field,” the of-
ficer added.


