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    COUNTRY         DEATH INJURIES
    IRAN         1,444 18,551
    Lebanon            826 2000+
    Israel                                             15 3,138
    US                                      13

(soldiers)   
140-150

   Bahrain                                       2                      Dozens
   Iraq              27                      Dozens
   Kuwait                6                       Dozens
   Oman                3                               15
   Qatar                0                               16
   Saudi Arabia                2                               12
   UAE                                                6                              141

BIHAR RS POLLS

NDA sweeps all 5 seats; 
Mahagathbandhan stumbles

 JD (U) supremo Nitish Kumar and BJP national president Nitin Nabin were 
elected to the Upper House of Parliament in a keenly contested poll

PATNA

The BJP-led National Demo-
cra t ic  Al l iance  (NDA) 
clinched a clean sweep of all 
five Rajya Sabha seats from 
Bihar in the election held on 
Monday, dealing a significant 
blow to the Mahagathband-
han. 

In the final tally, both Nit-
ish Kumar and Nitin Nabin 
emerged as frontrunners, se-
curing 44 first-preference 
votes each. They were fol-
lowed by Ram Nath Thakur 
and Upendra Kushwaha, who 
earned 42 votes apiece. 

Shivesh Ram, the BJP’s 
fifth candidate, secured 30 
first-preference votes but suc-
cessfully claimed the final 
seat with the aid of sec-
ond-preference votes.

Strategic missteps and in-
ternal discord within the IN-
DIA bloc resulted in four of 
its legislators failing to reach 
the Assembly for voting, un-
dermining its prospects of 
winning one of five seats. 

The election was necessitat-
ed by the impending retire-
ment of several senior lead-
ers. Janata Dal (United) veter-
ans Harivansh Narayan Singh 
and Ram Nath Thakur are due 
to retire on April 9, alongside 
Rashtriya Janata Dal’s Amar-
endra Dhari Singh and Prem 
Chand Gupta. Rashtriya Lok 
Morcha chief Upendra Kush-
waha is also stepping down.

BJP holds a clear advantage 
In terms of numbers, the BJP 
holds a clear advantage with 
89 Members of the Legisla-

tive Assembly (MLAs) in Bi-
har’s 243-member Assembly, 
enough to secure at least two 
Rajya Sabha seats on its own.

The Nitish Kumar-led JDU 
has 85 legislators, while other 
NDA partners — including 
Chirag Paswan’s Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) with 
19 MLAs, Jitan Ram Man-
jhi’s Hindustani Awam Mor-
cha (Secular) with 5, and Up-
endra Kushwaha’s Rashtriya 
Lok Morcha with 4 — added 
crucial support to round out 
the alliance’s strength.

Mahagathbandhan’s lone 
candidate suffers defeat
For the Mahagathbandhan, 

the lone candidate Amarendra 
Singh Dhari faced a resound-
ing defeat, a result many attri-
bute to the coalition’s failure 
to present a unified strategy 
and ensure attendance of its 
MLAs.

Across the country, 37 Rajya 
Sabha vacancies were up for 
election this cycle. Out of these, 
26 candidates were declared 
elected unopposed, while the 
remaining 11, including Bihar’s 
five, were contested and con-
cluded on Monday. Alongside 
Bihar, four seats from Odisha 
and two from Haryana also wit-
nessed polling. The results are, 
however, yet to be declared in 
these states.

BJP-backed Dilip Rai wins as BJD,  
Cong MLAs cross-vote in Odisha

BJP has managed to pull victories on three seats in 
Odisha, including one of independent Dilip Rai, as  

eight BJD and three Congress MLAs voted against the 
party whip. Apart from Dilip Ray, Manmohan Samal, 

Sujit Kumar from BJP, and Santrupt Mishra from  
BJD won the election.

‘Distorted picture of India’: 
MEA slams US report

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) on Monday hit 
back at a report by the US 
Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (US-
CIRF), terming it a “motivat-
ed” and “biased characteriza-
tion of India”.

In its latest report, the US-
CIRF flagged the al-
leged wor sening of 
religious freedom in 
India and called for 
the country to be des-
ignated as a “Country 
of Particular Concern.”

The USCIRF also called 
for targeted sanctions to be im-
posed on individuals and enti-
ties, such as the Research and 
Analysis Wing (R&AW) and 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), for their “respon-
sibility and tolerance of severe 
violations of religious freedom 
by freezing those individuals’ 
or entities’ assets and/or barring 

their entry into the United 
States.”

It recommended that the US 
government designate India as 
a “country of particular con-
cern,” or CPC, for “engaging in 
and tolerating systematic, on-
going, and egregious religious 
freedom violations.”

Reacting to the report, MEA 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 

said, “We categorically re-
ject its motivated and bi-
ased characterization of 
India.” “For several 
years now, USCIRF 

has persisted in pre-
senting a distorted and 

selective picture of India, 
relying on questionable sourc-
es and ideological narratives 
rather than objective facts. 
Such repeated misrepresenta-
tions only undermine the 
credibility of the Commission 
itself,” he added.

He called on the USCIRF 
to look into attacks on Hindu 
temples in the US.

Missiles rain hell across Mideast, non-stop!
DUBAI

Seventeen days on, and there 
is no end in sight to the West 
Asia war. What began as a 
joint military strike by the US 
and Israel in Iran on February 
28 spread across the region 
and beyond, roiling energy 
markets and driving up oil 
prices. After the attack  
that killed Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, Tehran resorted to air-
strikes on American bases in 
West Asia, espeacially Gulf 
countries.

The three sides are bomb-
ing relentlessly as both sides 
targeting each other’s mili-
tary, diplomatic and strategic 
infrastructure, and Israel hav-
ing expanded its offensive to 
target Hezbollah, a Shia Isla-
mist political party and 
banned paramilitary group, in 
Lebanon.

The IRGC of Iran launched 
extensive missile and drone 
attacks, dubbed ‘Operation 
True Promise 4’ and ‘Fateh 
Khyber’, targeting US mili-
tary bases in the Gulf (Qatar, 
UAE, Kuwait), the 5th Fleet 
in Bahrain and, Saudi Arabia, 
causing widespread damages.

The blockade of the Strait 
of Hormuz, a route for about 

20% of global oil exports, 
caused oil crunch across the 
world, including India, and 
crude prices skyrocketing.

The Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, in its brief-

ing, said the LPG situation in 
the country is “a concern” 
though no official shortage 
has been mentioned. New 
Delhi has used diversified 
channels to procure crude.
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Which side are 
you on? Ali 
Larijani asks 
Muslim nations
TEHRAN

Senior Iranian official Ali 
Larijani has issued a message 
addressed to Muslims world-
wide and the governments of 
Islamic nations, urging unity 
and criticising what he de-
scribed as aggression by the 
United States and Israel 
against Iran. In the statement, 
Larijani said Iran had been 

subjected to 
w h a t  h e 
called a ‘de-
ceitful Ameri-
can-Zionist 
act of aggres-
sion’ carried 

out during a period of negoti-
ations. He said the attack re-
sulted in the deaths of a senior 
commander of the Islamic 
Revolution as well as several 
civilians and military leaders.

According to Larijani, the 
Iranian people responded with 
‘steadfast national and Islam-
ic resistance’, which he said 
prevented the aggressors from 
achieving their objectives,

I’m ‘dying’ for  
coffee: Netanyahu 
amid death rumors
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu posted a video from 
a café dismissing viral claims of 
his death, joking “I’m dying for 

coffee” and displaying his hands 
after AI-generated images 

online suggested he had  
more than 10 fingers.

WAR AT A GLANCE
EU moots  

naval mission
EU foreign ministers 
will Monday discuss 
extending the bloc’s 
Red Sea naval mis-
sion to help reopen 

the Strait of Hormuz, 
said the bloc’s top 

diplomat Kaja Kallas.

Trump seeks  
NATO help

President Donald Trump said Sun-
day that NATO faces a “very bad” 
future if US allies fail to help open 
the Strait of Hormuz. He also said 

an upcoming summit in Beijing with 
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping 
could be delayed as he presses for 

China’s help to open the strait.

Oil reserves  
released

Strategic oil reserves will be 
released “immediately” in 

Asia and Oceania, and as early 
as the end of March in America 
and Europe, the International 

Energy Agency said, as govern-
ments try to contain the surge 

in prices caused by the war.

Govt mandates biometric 
authentication for 

domestic LPG consumers
NEW DELHI

Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas on Sunday man-
dated e-KYC for all domestic 
LPG consumers.

MoPNG took to their X ac-
count and stated that all do-
mestic LPG consumers are 
required to complete Biomet-
ric Aadhaar Authentication 
(e-KYC).

It added that people can 
verify from comfort of their 
homes using Oil Marketing 
Company’s mobile app and 
Aadhaar FaceRD app.

The consumers can visit the 
official website for more infor-
mation or contact their LPG 
distributor. India is facing LPG 
shortage driven by the West 
Asia conflict. Following this, 
many hoteliers and street food 
vendors are scrambling to find 
alternatives.

The West Asia crisis has led 
to the near-shutting of the 
Strait of Hormuz, from where 
approximately 90 per cent of 

India’s LPG imports pass 
through. This has triggered 
supply concerns across the 
country, which has resulted in 
panic buying and a perceived 
shortage of LPG cylinders at 
many places.

‘Shivalik’ reaches Gujarat 
port, crossing war-hit Hormuz
An India-flagged LPG tanker, 
Shivalik, which crossed the 
conflict-hit Strait of Hormuz, 
has arrived at Gujarat’s Mun-
dra Port. Two Indian-flagged 
vessels carrying liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) were 
granted transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz by Iranian 
authorities. One of them is the 
Shivalik, while the other ves-
sel is Nanda Devi. Earlier, 
Rajesh Kumar Sinha, Special 
Secretary in the Shipping 
Ministry, had informed on 
Saturday that the vessels 
Shivalik and Nanda Devi 
were expected to arrive on 
March 16 and March 17  
respectively.

Iran has asked India to 
release three tankers 
seized in February as 
part of talks seeking 
the safe passage of 
Indian-flagged or In-
dia-bound vessels out of 
the Gulf via the Strait of 
Hormuz, as per reports. 
Indian authorities seized 
the three Iran-linked 
tankers near Indian 
waters alleging they had 
concealed or altered 
their identities and were 
involved in illegal ship-
to-ship transfers at sea. 
Tehran has also sought 
supplies of certain 
medicines and medical 
equipment, according 
to one of the sources, 
an Iranian official. Iran’s 
ambassador to New 
Delhi met Indian foreign 
ministry officials on 
Monday to discuss the 
issue, the source said.

Safe Hormuz 
passage? release 
our seized  tankers: 
Iran to India

RS ELECTION WINNERS
BIHAR

n Nitish Kumar (JD-U)
n Ram Nath Thakur (JD-U)
n Nitin Nabin (BJP)
n Shivesh Kumar (BJP)
n Upendra Kushwaha (RLM)

TAMIL NADU
(All 6 candidates  

elected unopposed)
n Tiruchi Siva and J Con-
standine Ravindran (DMK)
n M Thambi Durai (AIADMK)
n Anbumani Ramadoss (PMK)
n �Christopher Manickam 

(Congress)
n LK Sudhish (DMDK)

ASSAM
n �Manmohan Samal,  

Sujeet Kumar (BJP)
n Dilip Ray (BJP backed)
n Santrupt Mishra (BJD)

HARYANA
n �(Counting halted in for 

Haryana RS polls as BJP, 
Cong object to votes)

Of the 37 seats, 26  
leaders - including Sharad 
Pawar, Ramdas Athawale, 

Abhishek Manu Singhvi, 
Thambi Durai, Vinod 

Tawde, and Babul Supriyo 
- have been elected unop-
posed in the Rajya Sabha 
election across 7 states.

Kerala, WB polls: 
BJP’s first list out
KOCHI

The BJP on Monday released 
the first list of 47 candidates for 
Kerala Assembly polls. 

The saffron party fielded Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar from the 
Nemom seat, former Union 
minister George Kurian from 
Kanjirappally constituency and 
K Surendran from the 
Manjeshwaram seat.

In Bengal, Su-
vendu Adhikari 
has been pitted 
against Chief 
Minister Mamata 
Banerjee in Bha-

wanipur. Former Rajya Sabha 
memebr Swapan Dasgupta was 
fielded from Rashbehari.

Dilip Ghosh has been fielded 
from Kharagpur Sadar, Biman 
Mahto from Salboni, both in 
Paschim Medinipur district, 
while Swapan Dasgupta will 
contest the Rasbehari seat in 
south Kolkata. Assembly polls 
will be held on a single day in 
Kerala on April 9,

Upset over insufficient replies by govt, 
Speaker adjourns Assembly, walks out

BENGALURU

Unprecedented scenes unfolded 
in the Karnataka Legislative As-
sembly on Monday as Speaker 
UT Khader refused to continue 
presiding over the House, ex-
pressing strong displeasure over 
the absence of Congress minis-
ters and MLAs during the pro-
ceedings.

The issue was eventually re-
solved after CM Siddaramaiah’s 
assurance, Khader told reporters.

What happened?
An upset Khader abruptly ad-
journed the session without 
announcing when the House 
would reconvene. He said he 
would not chair the proceed-
ings until the issue of atten-

dance, both of ministers and 
legislators, is addressed.

The Speaker ’s  anger 
stemmed from the absence of 
several ministers and officials 
who were expected to be pres-
ent to respond to written ques-
tions raised by MLAs. 
With ministers missing 
from the House, sever-
al members said their 
questions were left un-
answered, triggering 
outrage from the Oppo-
sition as well.

The incident occurred while 
written replies to 84 of the 230 
listed questions were being ta-
bled in the House. The Opposi-
tion strongly criticised the gov-
ernment, alleging that ministers 
had been failing to provide the 

expected replies since the be-
ginning of the session.

Leader of Opposition R 
Ashoka said the attendance in 
the Assembly was extremely 
poor, claiming that barely 15% 
of members were present in the 

House. He pointed out 
that this was the fourth 
time the issue had been 
raised, expressing frus-
tration over what he de-
scribed as the lack of 
seriousness shown by 
ministers and legislators.

Khader, clearly annoyed, re-
minded the House that the As-
sembly session is meant to ad-
dress the concerns of constitu-
encies and that ministers are 
expected to be present to re-
spond to questions from MLAs.
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Gas Tanker Accident Causes 
Alarm Near Katapady

UDUPI

A tanker carrying LPG over-
turned on the Mangaluru–
Udupi highway near Kata-
pady on Monday morning, 
prompting a swift response 
from emergency services.

According to preliminary 
information, the driver lost 
control of the vehicle on a 
section of National High-
way-66 where road works are 
in progress. The tanker skid-
ded and toppled beside the 
road.

The incident caused anxiety 
among locals due to fears of a 
possible gas leak. Fire brigade 
personnel arrived at the scene 
and undertook precautionary 
steps, including spraying wa-

ter and checking the tanker 
for any leakage.

Police regulated traffic in 
the area as vehicles began to 
pile up on the busy route link-
ing Mangaluru and Udupi. 
The situation was brought un-

der control after safety in-
spections were completed.

Officials said there were no 
casualties in the accident and 
steps were being taken to shift 
the LPG from the damaged 
tanker to another vehicle.

“Konkani Shri Rama Geeta” Musical 
Presentation Held at MGM College in Udupi

Private Bus Crashes into 
Electric Pole; Major 

Tragedy Averted
CHIKKAMAGALURU

A potentially catastrophic ac-
cident was narrowly avoided 
near Sangameshwara Pete in 
NR Pura taluk, Chikkamaga-
luru district, on Monday 
morning when a private bus 
collided with an electricity 
pole.

The bus, travelling from 
Bengaluru to Sringeri, at-
tempted to give way to an on-
coming vehicle. Heavy rain 
had made the road extremely 
slippery, causing the driver to 
lose control. The bus veered 

off and struck the roadside 
electric pole head-on with 
considerable force.

The impact was so severe 
that the pole snapped and fell 
directly onto the roof of the 
bus. Fortunately, the collision 
immediately severed the elec-
trical connection, cutting off 
live current and preventing 
electrocution of the passen-
gers inside.

Balehonnur police rushed 
to the scene to inspect the 
damaged bus and pole, and 
are continuing their investiga-
tion into the incident.

UDUPI

The Dr. T.M.A. Pai Founda-
tion, in association with 
MGM College and Udupi 
Sangeetha Sabha, organised 
the “Konkani Shri Rama Gee-
ta” musical programme at 
Ravindra Mantapa of MGM 
College on Sunday.

Under the leadership of Ra-
manand Raikar, president of 
Goa’s Swarashree Konkani 
Music Foundation, the ensem-
ble of artists presented the 
sacred life saga of Lord Shri 
Rama through soulful music.

T. Ashok Pai, president of 
T.M.A. Pai Foundation, inau-
gurated the programme by 
lighting the ceremonial lamp. 
Floral tributes were offered to 
the portraits of renowned 
Konkani poet Dr. Manoharrai 
Sardesai and Narayan Mavu-
jo.

Dr. Kashinath P. Pai Gan-
golli addressed the gathering, 

observing that listening to 
Shri Rama’s Geeta fills the 
heart with reverence and joy. 
He described such pro-
grammes as valuable aids in 
achieving spiritual elevation.

Dr. M. Vishwanath Pai, 
vice-principal of MGM Col-
lege, spoke about the richness 
of the Konkani language, call-
ing it golden and noting that it 
has inspired many other lan-

guages. He highlighted that 
lakhs of people across regions 
speak Konkani today.

The programme saw partic-
ipation from Ramanand 
Raikar of Swarashree Konk-
ani Music Foundation, Dr. 
Shridhar Pai from the Acade-
my of General Education ad-
ministration, prominent fig-
ures Hiresh Mavujo, and 
Gayatri Ashok Pai.

Bee Swarm Attack Claims Farmer’s 
Life in Sakarayapattana Village

CHIKKAMAGALURU

An incident unfolded in Sa-
karayapattana village of 
Kadur taluk, Chikkamagaluru 
district, where a farmer lost 
his life to a ferocious bee at-
tack while working in his 
plantation.

The victim was Kariyannaik 
(61), a resident of Sakarayap-
attana. His son Pradeep, who 
was also present, suffered mul-
tiple bee stings during the as-
sault but fortunately escaped 
with his life.

Kariyannaik had been en-

gaged in routine agricultural 
tasks in his plantation when 
bees nest ing in a  t ree 
launched an abrupt and mas-
sive attack in large groups. 
Overwhelmed by the intensity 
of the stings, he quickly fell 
seriously ill at the spot. Fam-

ily members and locals imme-
diately rushed him to the Pri-
mary Health Centre in Sa-
karayapattana for initial med-
ical care.

Following first aid, doctors 
assessed his condition as crit-
ical and advised shifting him 
to a higher facility in Chikka-
magaluru for advanced treat-
ment. Tragically, Kariyannaik 
breathed his last while being 
transported midway to the 
hospital.

Sakarayapattana police sta-
tion has registered a case in 
connection with the incident.

Scattered Showers Across Dakshina Kannada and 
Udupi; Thunderstorms Likely for Next Two Days

UDUPI

Several localities in Dakshi-
na Kannada district experi-
enced decent rainfall Sunday 
evening onward. Areas in-
cluding Neriya, Kokkada 
Peruvaje, Mukkuru, Balpa, 
and surrounding regions saw 
showers. Mangaluru and the 
wider district began the day 
under cloudy skies, later 
turning hot and sultry.

According to the India 
Meteorological Department, 
isolated places may see 
thundershowers over the 
next two days.

In Subrahmanya and Kad-
aba regions, Sunday evening 
brought gusty winds accom-
panied by thunder and heavy 
rain lasting over half an 
hour. Good rainfall occurred 
in Kukke Subrahmanya, 
Ainekidu, Harihara Pallat-
thadka, Balugodu, Kollamo-
gru, Kalmakaru, Kalmadka, 
Panja, Guttigaru, Bilinele, 

Kadaba, Noojibailthila, and 
Konaje vicinities.

Udupi and Karkala taluks 
reported power disruptions 
in multiple areas after sud-
den heavy rain late Saturday 
night. Several electricity 
poles fell due to strong 
winds, and MESCOM crews 
worked through Sunday to 
restore supply—leading to 
prolonged outages around 
Manipal and Udupi sur-

roundings. Sunday evening 
saw cloudy conditions with 
l i gh t  d r i z z l e  i n  some  
pockets.

The IMD outlook indicates 
a chance of normal to moder-
ate thundershowers in the 
district from March 16 to 19.

Karkala and Hebri taluks 
also witnessed good evening 
showers with thunder on 
Sunday. Rainfall covered 
Karkala  town,  Mundl i , 

Ajekaru, Shirlalu, Kervashe, 
Mala, Noorilbetta, Bajagoli, 
and various parts of Hebri 
taluk. Cloudy skies pre-
vailed from afternoon, turn-
ing to rain by evening.

In Chikkamagaluru dis-
trict—including Sringeri, 
Kalsa, Narasimharajapura, 
M u t t h o d i ,  H o r a n a d u , 
Kudremukh, and Hirebail—
torrential rain poured for 
over an hour. Chikkamaga-
luru city and surrounding 
areas like Kadur and Tarik-
ere also received moderate 
rain.

QUICK READ
Omni Driver Killed in 

Head-On Collision  
with KSRTC Bus

66-year-old falls from 
coconut tree while 

harvesting, dies en route

Man Ends Life by 
Hanging in Paying 

Guest Accommodation

BJP set to finalize 
Manjeshwar, 

Kasaragod candidates

Honnavar
A devastating road acci-

dent occurred near Herang-
adi in Honnavar taluk on 

Sunday evening (March 15), 
resulting in the death of an 

Omni van driver. The de-
ceased has been identified 
as Ibrahim, originally from 

Siddapur. Ibrahim was driv-
ing an Omni van from Bhat-
kal towards Siddapur when 
a KSRTC bus coming from 
Gersoppa in the direction 

of Honnavar collided head-
on with the van near 

Herangadi. The severity of 
the impact completely 

wrecked the Omni vehicle. 
The driver suffered critical 
injuries and was rushed to 
hospital for treatment, but 
he passed away en route. 

Passengers travelling in the 
KSRTC bus also received 
minor injuries in the crash. 
Honnavar Police Station 
has registered a case in 

connection with the acci-
dent and is conducting fur-

ther investigation.

Udupi
A tragic farming accident 

claimed the life of a senior 
resident in Shetrakatte area 

of Gulwadi village under 
Kundapura taluk on March 
15. The deceased has been 
identified as Gopal, aged 

66, a longtime inhabitant of 
Shetrakatte. Gopal had 

climbed a coconut tree in 
his own plantation to pluck 

tender coconuts. While 
working at height, his foot 
slipped, causing him to fall 
heavily to the ground and 

sustain critical injuries. Fam-
ily members and locals im-

mediately shifted the in-
jured man to a hospital in 

Manipal for emergency 
treatment. Unfortunately, he 
passed away during trans-

portation before medical in-
tervention could begin. Fol-
lowing a complaint lodged 

by Chandrashekhar, 
Kundapura Rural Police 

Station registered a case re-
garding the fatal fall.

Udupi
A resident of Neliyadi, Jinson 

P.M., took his own life by 
hanging in the room he had 
rented at a lodging facility 
near the old government 

bus stand in Udupi city. The 
incident came to light on 

Sunday. City Police Station 
Inspector Bharatesh, along 
with PSI Narayan and ASI 
Vijay, visited the spot and 
carried out the necessary 

mahazar and investigation 
procedures. Social worker 

Nityananda Olakadu assist-
ed in shifting the body to 

the post-mortem centre at 
the district hospital for nec-

essary examination.

Kasaragod
BJP’s list of candidates for 
the Kerala legislative as-

sembly elections will soon 
see official release. Sources 

indicate strong likelihood 
that the party’s ex-state 

president K. Surendran will 
contest from Manjeshwar, 

while district president Ash-
wini M.L. stands set for 
Kasaragod. The party’s 

Central Election Committee 
(CEC) convened last Thurs-
day in Delhi and resolved to 

nominate candidates 
across more than 100 con-
stituencies in Kerala. Prepa-

rations for the polls have 
ramped up across Kerala 

alongside other states and 
union territories ever since 

the election timetable 
came out. The Model Code 
of Conduct took immediate 
effect from that announce-

ment moment.

A 61-year-old farmer 
from Sakarayapattana 

died after a sudden 
swarm of  bees attacked 
him in his plantation; his 
son survived the stings 
despite being targeted.

Artists from Goa’s Swarashree Konkani Music Foundation performed a 
devotional musical narration of Lord Rama’s life story at Ravindra Mantapa.

Conditional Bail Granted to 
Woman Accused of 30-Year 
Forced Labour Exploitation
UDUPI

The Additional District and 
Sessions Court in Kundapura 
has granted conditional bail to 
Rajani Shetty, the accused in 
a grave case of bonded labour 
and cruelty that allegedly last-
ed three decades. The victim, 
Naga (65) from Kanyana vil-
lage, was reportedly kept at 
her residence in Kabbail, 
Hemmadi, and forced to work 
without any wages.

According to the complaint 
filed at Kundapura Rural Po-
lice Station, the accused com-
pelled Naga to perform me-
nial tasks such as cleaning 
cattle dung from cows and 
buffaloes, maintaining house-
hold sanitation including toi-
lets, and carrying out other 
domestic labour. He was al-

legedly denied proper accom-
modation and made to sleep 
in the cattle shed.

Rajani Shetty was arrested 
last Wednesday and remanded 
to judicial custody, after 
which she was shifted to 
Mangaluru District Prison. 
Following her application, the 
court approved conditional 
bail.

Rajani Shetty, charged 
with subjecting 65-year-
old Naga from Kanyana 

village to decades of  
unpaid bonded labour 

and cruelty at her 
Hemmadi-Kabbail home, 
received conditional bail 

from the Additional 
District and Sessions 
Court in Kundapura.

Two Dead, One 
Critically Injured 
in Early Morning 

Bike Crash
KASARAGOD

A fatal road accident occurred 
at Manikoth Madiyan Junction 
in Kasaragod early Sunday 
morning, resulting in the 
deaths of two people, includ-
ing a PUC student. The de-
ceased have been identified as 
Nafi, the rider of the motorcy-
cle, and Majeed, a local from 
Manikoth who was walking on 
the road at the time. Both Nafi 
and Majeed sustained severe 
injuries. Fire service person-
nel, police officers, and nearby 
residents together rushed them 
to the district hospital, but doc-
tors could not save their lives. 
Aman, who was travelling as a 
pillion rider with Nafi on the 
bike, also suffered serious in-
juries and has been admitted to 
the hospital for treatment.

Parts of Dakshina 
Kannada received good 
evening rain on Sunday, 
while Udupi faced pow-
er outages from Satur-

day night showers—IMD 
forecasts thundershow-

ers in isolated areas 
through March 18–19.

Two Arrested for Illegally 
Transporting Cattle from 

Kerala for Slaughter
BHATKAL

Bhatkal Rural Police have arrested two men for illegally bring-
ing cattle from Kerala with the intent of slaughter. The accused 
are Sarvosh Hussain (37), a resident of Bandar Road, Bhatkal, 
and Shanmukh K.S., originally from Bengaluru.

Acting on specific intelligence, a team led by Bhatkal Rural 
Police Inspector Venkatesh Muranal conducted a raid and found 
two buffaloes that had been transported without any valid per-
mit from Malappuram district in Kerala and were tied up in 
Bhatkal. The police rescued the animals. The estimated total 
market value of the seized buffaloes stands at approximately ₹6 
lakh. PSI Mallikarjun Korani of Bhatkal Rural Police Station 
registered the case and is carrying out further investigation.

Youth Accused of Extorting ₹14 Lakh from Woman 
Through Threats and False Pretexts

UDUPI

Udupi City Police Station 
has booked a case against an 
individual identified as 
Sharat for repeatedly ex-
t ract ing money from a 
young woman under various 

pretexts and later resorting 
to life threats when she 
sought repayment.

According to the complaint 
filed by Mahima, a resident 
of Marpalli, the accused ha-
bitually approached her with 
different excuses to obtain 

cash. Whenever she asked for 
the money back, he would 
evade responsibility with one 
reason or another.

Last month he claimed his 
father was seriously ill and 
demanded ₹15 lakh. When 
the complainant said she did 

not have the amount, he 
abused her with filthy lan-
guage and issued direct 
death threats. Frightened by 
the intimidation, Mahima 
handed over ₹14 lakh to the 
accused, as stated in her for-
mal complaint.

Stabbed Over Loan Repayment Demand: 
Attempted Murder Case in Hejamady

UDUPI

A violent confrontation over 
an unpaid loan from two 
years ago turned into an at-
tempted murder in Hejamady 
near Padubidri.

Dheeraj, a resident of Heja-
mady, allegedly attacked 
Sumith S. Suvarna (29) from 
Bajagoli by stabbing him in 
the abdomen with a knife near 
a temple in Hejamady.

The motive, according to 

police, stemmed from Sumith 
repeatedly asking Dheeraj to 
repay the money he had lent 
two years earlier. Enraged by 
the persistent demand, the ac-

cused is said to have used a 
sharp weapon to stab Sumith 
in the stomach.

Sumith sustained serious 
injuries and was rushed to 
Wenlock Hospital in Mangal-
uru, where he is currently re-
ceiving inpatient treatment. 
Doctors report that he is now 
out of danger.

Padubidri police traced and 
arrested the accused Dheeraj 
in Manipal following the  
incident.

Elderly Man Dies After Scooter Collision on NH-66
BHATKAL

A tragic road accident on 
National Highway 66 near 
Navayat Colony in Bhatkal 
town claimed the life of a 
senior citizen on Sunday.The 
deceased has been identified 
as Nisar Ali (78), a resident 
of Navayat Colony.

Nisar Ali was riding his 
scooter to offer namaz when 
he attempted to cross the 
highway. At that moment, 
another scooter coming at 
high speed from the Bhatkal 

direction collided with him.
The force of the impact 

threw Nisar Ali onto the 
road, causing a severe head 

injury. He was immediately 
rushed to a hospital for 
emergency care, but despite 
medical efforts, he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

The rider of the second 
scooter, Vasanth Nayak, also 
sustained injuries in the 
crash and is currently re-
ceiving treatment at the hos-
pital.

Bhatkal City Police Sta-
tion has registered a case 
related to the accident, and 
officers are conducting fur-
ther investigation.

DISTRICT
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LPG Vessel Shivalik Arrives With 
46,000 MT Cargo for IOC

MUNDRA/MANGALURU

The LPG carrier Shivalik 
reached the LPG terminal at 
Mundra Port on Monday car-
rying 46,000 metric tonnes of 
liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) for Indian Oil Corpo-
ration Ltd.

The vessel arrived in India 
through the Strait of Hormuz, 
one of the world’s busiest en-
ergy shipping routes.

Port authorities said un-
loading operations will be 
carried out in two stages. 
Around 20,000 MT of LPG 
will be discharged at Mundra 
Port in Gujarat. The remain-
ing 26,000 MT will be off 
loaded at the NMP Berth at 

New Mangalore Port on the 
Karnataka coast.

Officials said the cargo is 
part of IOC’s routine LPG 
import programme aimed at 
maintaining adequate fuel 
supply across its distribution 

network.
The shipment is expected 

to strengthen LPG availabil-
ity along the western and 
southern coastal regions of 
India, where consumption of 
domestic cooking gas and in-

dustrial LPG continues to 
grow.

The vessel will proceed to-
wards the New Mangalore 
coast after completing the 
d i scharge  o f  ca rgo  a t  
Mundra.

Yakshagana Teachers Convene Under Yakshadhruva 
Scheme to Review Progress and Plan Ahead

MLA Vedavyas Kamath 
Slams Unilateral 

Tendering of MCC Ads 
to Tamil Nadu Firm

MANGALURU

During the ongoing assem-
bly session, MLA Vedavyas 
Kamath launched a sharp 
attack on the government 
over the Mangaluru City 
Corporation’s advertisement 
tender process and the in-
stallation of traffic police 
booths.

He alleged that authorities 
in Bengaluru—along with 
MCC officials, police de-
partment personnel, and 
people’s representatives—
were kept completely in the 
dark while decisions were 
taken unilaterally.

The MLA claimed that all 
established rules and norms 
were thrown to the wind to 
favour a person from Tamil 
Nadu, who was handed the 
contract. Local advertise-
ment agencies that had been 
paying taxes and operating 
systematically in Mangaluru 
for years were deliberately 
sidelined in what he de-
scribed as a planned injus-
tice. When these local oper-
ators approached the courts 
against the unfair decision, 
they were being intimidated 
instead of receiving justice.

He pointed out that the 
corporation earns around 
₹3.5 crore annually from ad-
vertisements alone. With 

sincere effort by the govern-
ment, this revenue could 
eas i ly  be  increased  to  
₹10  c ro re .  I n s t ead  o f 
strengthening such legiti-
mate income sources, the 
administration was creating 
opportunities for corruption, 
he questioned.

Vedavyas Kamath further 
criticised the haphazard 
placement of traffic police 
booths across the city—on 
footpaths, road-widening 
spaces, roadside drains, and 
even in  the  middle  of 
roads—without any consul-
tation with the local admin-
istration or police depart-
ment.

Adding to the anomaly, 
some of these booths carried 
boards inviting people to 
contact for advertisement 
space on the police outposts 
themselves.

Citizens were repeatedly 
questioning local representa-
tives about these unautho-
rised structures, and he asked 
why elected members should 
be held accountable for mis-
takes committed by the gov-
ernment. Assembly Speaker 
U.T. Khader supported the 
concern, stating that he him-
self had directed the removal 
of a traffic police booth lo-
cated on the road in his own 
constituency.

MANGALURU

The Yakshadhruva Yaksha-
shikshana project, run by 
Yakshadhruva Patla Founda-
tion Trust (R.), Mangaluru, 
organised a consultation 
meeting for active Yakshaga-
na teachers at Pattumudi 
Sabha Bhavana near Ballal 
Bagh in the city.

Addressing the gathering, 
Bhagavata Patla Satish Shet-
ty, director of the Yakshadh-
ruva Yakshashikshana pro-

gramme,  descr ibed the 
scheme as a forward-looking 
and developmental effort of 
the Patla Foundation. He em-
phasised its core vision of 
nurturing cultured future au-
diences alongside skilled per-
formers. Satish Shetty urged 
every Yakshagana teacher to 
carry out their responsibili-
ties with full dedication and 
achieve meaningful success 
in this direction.

P a n a m b u r  Va s u d e v a 
Aithal, principal coordinator 

of the Yakshadhruva Yaksha-
shikshana project, presented 
a detailed review of the 
classes conducted during the 
previous academic year. The 
meeting also introduced and 
discussed the code of con-
duct framed for the pro-
gramme.

Participants deliberated on 
the structure and schedule for 
the coming academic year, 
covering regular classes un-
de r  t he  Yakshadh ruva 
scheme, workshops for Yak-

shagana instructors, school 
committee meetings, and oth-
er planned activities.

Among those present were 
central committee secretary 
Purushothama Bhandary, 
treasurer CA Sudesh Rai, or-
ganising secretary Pradeep 
Alva, various other of-
fice-bearers, and numerous 
Yakshagana teachers. Pro-
gramme coordinator Deevith 
S.K. Peradi welcomed every-
one and compered the  
proceedings.

BJP Women’s Wing 
Celebrates International 
Women’s Day, Honours 
Throwball Champions

MANGALURU

A special event took place at 
Atal Seva Kendra in the city 
to mark International Wom-
en’s Day, organised by the 
BJP Mangaluru City South 
Mandal Mahila Morcha.

Speaking on the occasion, 
BJP district secretary Poorni-
ma highlighted the vital role 
that millets play in our daily 
diet and traditional food hab-
its. District Mahila Morcha 
general secretary Lakitha 
Shetty addressed the signifi-
cance of Women’s Day cele-
brations. Sandhya Venkatesh 
delivered an informative talk 
on women’s self-protection 
measures and legal aware-
ness.

During the programme, the 
organisers honoured four ju-
nior girls from Mangaluru’s 
Canara CBSE School who 
brought pride to Karnataka. 
They represented the state at 
the 33rd Sub-Junior National 
Throwball Championship 
held in Varanasi,  Uttar 
Pradesh, and won medals as 

part of the victorious team. 
The felicitated athletes are 
Nishka Rai, Vaishnavi R. Gu-
jaran, Rashi Shetty, and Hiral.

Mangaluru South Mandal 
Mahila Morcha president 
Poornima Rao extended a 
warm welcome to all attend-
ees. General secretary Shabari 
Shetty compered the event, 
while Kamalakshi proposed 
the vote of thanks.

Among those present were 
Mahila Morcha office-bearers 
Leelavati Prakash, Yashoda 
Gatti, Geetha, Vidya Kudva, 
Malathi Arun, Savita Rai, 
Reshma Shet, Bhagya Shet, 
Soumya Acharya, Amita, 
along with district Mahila 
Morcha member Bhavani and 
several other participants.

Residents Seek More Bus Services for Saripalla, 
Submit Memorandum to District Administration
MANGALURU

Residents of Saripalla in 
Neermarga Gram Panchayat 
submitted a memorandum to 
the district administration on 
Monday seeking the introduc-
tion of additional bus services 
to the locality, citing severe 
difficulties caused by inade-
quate public transport.

A group of residents visited 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
office at Padil around 11.30 
am with an appointment 
scheduled for noon to present 
their concerns. However, they 
had to wait for nearly three 
hours before finally submit-
ting the memorandum to the 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner.

According to the residents, 
they were initially informed 
by the Deputy Commission-
er’s personal assistant that the 
officer was engaged in a 
meeting and asked to wait for 
about half an hour. The wait 
continued as the meeting was 
repeatedly extended, leaving 
several visitors waiting at the 
office.

At around 2 pm, the resi-
dents requested that their 
memorandum be accepted by 
the Additional Deputy Com-
missioner. After a brief delay, 
they met the official and 
handed over the document 
outlining their grievances.

The residents said Saripalla 
has long been facing a short-
age of basic facilities such as 
reliable public transport, ade-
quate water supply and proper 
drainage systems. They point-
ed out that for the past 25 
years the locality has been 
served by only one bus ser-
vice, Route No. 4B, operating 
between Saripalla and State 
Bank area in the city.

The bus runs at intervals of 
about 75 minutes, which resi-
dents say is insufficient for 
the growing population. They 
also complained that services 
are occasionally disrupted due 
to vehicle breakdowns with-
out prior notice.

Due to the lack of transport, 
many residents are forced to 
rely on autorickshaws to trav-
el the 1.4 km distance to the 
main road, paying fares be-
tween ₹80 and ₹100. Resi-
dents said this has become a 
financial burden, particularly 
for economically weaker sec-
tions.

The memorandum also not-
ed that the population of Sar-

ipalla has grown significantly 
over the past two decades 
while public facilities have 
remained largely unchanged. 
The recent establishment of 
Masood Nursing College in 
2025, with around 700 stu-
dents and a government-sup-
ported hostel housing more 
than 200 students, has further 
increased the demand for 
transport services.

Residents said they have 
submitted several memoran-
dums to authorities over the 
years seeking improved bus 
connectivity but no action has 
been taken so far. In support 
of the latest request, a local 
social activist recently col-
lected 1,266 signatures from 
residents.

The memorandum urged the 
district administration to intro-
duce additional bus services 
on the Saripalla route to meet 
the needs of residents and stu-
dents and to ensure affordable 
and timely transportation. Res-
idents expressed hope that the 
administration would take 
concrete steps to address the 
long-standing issue.

QUICK READ
Global Bunts 

Associations Federation 
Distributes Welfare Aid

Car Overturns Near 
Bolubail on Mani–Mysuru 

Highway, Two Injured

Railways Extend B’luru 
Express to Kozhikode; 

Ugadi Special Announced

Mangaluru
The cheque distribution 
ceremony for beneficiar-
ies under the social wel-
fare programme of the 
Global Bunts Associa-
tions Federation took 

place in the auditorium of 
the Amruthotsava build-

ing at Bunts Hostel in 
Mangaluru. Federation 

president Harish Shetty 
presided over the event. 
Seated on the dais were 

vice-president 
Vishwanath Shetty, sec-
retary Jayakar Shetty In-
drali, and joint secretary 
Chandrahass D. Shetty.
Also present during the 

occasion were federation 
convener Kolladi Balakr-

ishna Rai, invited member 
Raviraj Shetty from Jat-

tabettu, the aid recipients 
themselves, along with 

members of the staff and 
organising team.

Sullia
Two passengers were in-

jured after a car overturned 
near Bolubail on the Mani–
Mysuru National Highway 

on Sunday evening. Ac-
cording to reports, the car 
was travelling from Puttur 
towards Sullia when the 

driver allegedly lost control 
of the vehicle near Bolubail, 
causing it to overturn. There 
were four people in the ve-
hicle, including a child. Two 
occupants sustained inju-

ries in the mishap and were 
rushed to a nearby private 
hospital for treatment. The 
condition of the injured per-

sons is said to be stable. 
Local residents and an am-

bulance driver assisted in 
shifting the injured passen-

gers to the hospital soon 
after the accident. The inci-

dent caused momentary 
concern among motorists 

on the busy highway, 
though traffic was restored 

shortly afterwards.

Mangaluru
Passengers travelling be-

tween Karnataka and 
northern Kerala will benefit 
from the extension of the 

Bengaluru–Kannur Express 
up to Kozhikode, an-

nounced by the South 
Western Railway. According 
to railway officials, the daily 

express train numbered 
16511/16512, which previ-

ously terminated at Kannur, 
will now operate up to 

Kozhikode following ap-
proval from the Railway 

Board. The extended ser-
vice took effect from March 

15, with the Bengalu-
ru-bound train continuing 
its journey beyond Kannur 
to Kozhikode. The return 

service from Kozhikode to 
Bengaluru will begin from 
March 16. In the new ex-

tended stretch, the train will 
halt at Thalassery, Vadaka-
ra and Quilandi stations. It 

will arrive at Kozhikode 
around 12.40 pm and de-
part at 3.30 pm for Ben-

galuru. Officials said the ex-
isting timetable up to 

Payyannur remains un-
changed and the same rake 
composition will be main-
tained. Separately, South 

Western Railway will run a 
special express service be-

tween Yesvantpur and Hos-
apete to handle the expect-

ed passenger rush during 
the Ugadi festival. Train No. 
06533 will leave Yesvant-
pur at 6.15 pm on March 18 

and reach Hosapete at 4 
am the following day. The 

return train, No. 06534, will 
depart from Hosapete at 9 
am on March 19 and arrive 
at Yesvantpur at 7.20 pm.

Mangaluru South Mandal 
BJP Mahila Morcha 

organised a meaningful 
programme, featuring 
expert sessions and 

felicitations for national-
level junior throwball 

medalists from the city.

Patla Foundation’s Yakshadhruva Yakshashikshana initiative held a key consultation meet for 
dedicated Yakshagana instructors, focusing on past performance and upcoming academic goals.

VIVEKANANDA LAW COLLEGE FELICITATES  
ALUMNI SELECTED AS CIVIL JUDGES

PUTTUR

Vivekananda Law College 
at Nehru Nagar in Puttur or-
ganised a felicitation pro-
gramme to honour four of 
its alumni who have been 
selected as Civil Judges in 
the 2025 recruitment con-
ducted by the Karnataka 
State Judicial Department 
and the Karnataka High 
Court.

The event was organised 
in association with the col-
lege’s Alumni Association to 
recognise the achievement 
of the former students.

The honourees included 
Deepika S., who completed 
her three-year LL.B. from 
the 2013–16 batch; Manoj 
Kumar U., who graduated 
with a five-year B.A. LL.B. 
degree from the 2013–18 
batch; Dhanya M.K., who 
completed her three-year 
LL.B. from the 2016–19 
batch; and Manjunath-

Shivalingappa G., who grad-
uated with a five-year B.A. 
LL.B. from the 2019–24 
batch.

The felicitation was pre-
sided over by Dr. K.M. 
Krishna Bhat, Secretary of 
Vivekananda Vidyavardhaka 
Sangha, who honoured the 
achievers during the pro-
gramme.

Addres s ing 
the gathering, 
D r.  K r i s h n a 
Bhat said the 
position of a 
judge is one of 
the  most  re-
spected and re-
sponsible roles in the coun-
try. He noted that the selec-
tion of four alumni from the 
institution to such presti-
gious positions was a mat-
ter of pride for the college. 
He emphasised that stu-
dents are the future of the 
n a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  l a w  
students, in particular, have 

the potential  to bring  
about meaningful change in 
society. He urged students 
to set clear goals and work 
persistently to achieve 
them.

Chief guest Subbappa-
Kaikamba, Principal of 
Government First Grade 
College, Jidekallu in Puttur, 

said the ju-
d i c i a r y 
h o l d s  a 
p l a c e  o f 
great digni-
ty and in-
tegrity in 
society. He 
congratu-

lated the institution for pro-
ducing four successful can-
didates and encouraged stu-
dents to bring honour to 
their college, teachers and 
parents through dedication 
and hard work.

Vijayanarayana K.M., 
Convenor of Vivekananda 
Law College, delivered the 

introductory address and 
said the achievements of the 
alumni were a source of 
pride for the institution and 
an inspiration for current 
students.

The honoured alumni also 
shared their experiences and 
memories of their time at 
the college. Alumni Associ-
ation General Secretary 
Deepak Bolwar also ad-
dressed the gathering.

Director of the Law De-
partment Dr. B.K. Ravindra 
was present on the dais. Col-
lege Principal Akshata A.P. 
welcomed the gathering, 
while Assistant Professor 
Subhashini J. delivered the 
vote of thanks. The pro-
gramme was compered by 
Assistant Professor of En-
glish Sandhya P.M.

Parents of the achievers, 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff ,  and students  of  
the college attended the 
event.

Sullia Court Orders Community 
Service for Traffic Violations

SULLIA

A local court in Sullia has ordered community service and im-
posed a fine on a resident for repeatedly violating traffic rules 
in the town.

According to police, Rakshith G., a resident of Sullia, was 
booked on March 12 under the provisions of the Motor Vehicles 
Act for multiple traffic violations. Three separate petty cases 
were registered against him under Sections 119 read with 177, 
184 and 194(C) of the IMV Act.

Following the filing of a charge sheet by Sullia Police Sub-In-
spector Santosh B.P., the cases were taken up for hearing before 
the Senior Civil Judge and JMFC Court in Sullia. The court 
heard the cases registered as CC Nos. 42/26, 43/26 and 44/26.

The court imposed a total fine of ₹3,000 in two of the cases. 
In addition, it directed the accused to perform community ser-
vice for 15 days, beginning from March 15 to March 29.

As part of the order, the offender has been instructed to stand 
at major junctions in Sullia town holding placards related to 
traffic regulations and create awareness among the public about 
the importance of following traffic rules.
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Global stars to chase glory in TCSW10K Marathon
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The 18th edition of the TCS 
World 10K Marathon will be 
held on April 26, and the 
world’s best runners will de-
scend on	 the Silicon City of 
Bengaluru. 
   Ugandan rising star Herbert 
Kibet (20) in the men’s cate-
gory and Sarah Chelangat in 
the women’s category have 
their eyes on the title.

Kibet captured the world’s 
attention this year in the race 
held in Castellon, Spain, by 
finishing in 26:39 minutes. 

This is the sixth fastest time 
ever. Reacting to this, Kibet 
expressed confidence, This is 
my first time coming to India. 
I am aiming to achieve the 
maximum in the Bengaluru 
race, which has been accred-
ited by the World Athletics 

Gold Label, has a total prize 
money of 2,10,000 US dollars.

Kibet will face strong com-
petition from Ethiopia’s Khai-
ri Bejiga (26:51 minutes), 
Burundi’s Rodrigues Kwijera 
and Ethiopia’s Gemechu 
Dida. Along with them, two-

time world 5,000m champion 
Muktar Idris is also in the 
fray. Another special feature 
is that 11 athletes who have 
completed the race in less 
than 27:38 minutes, the cur-
rent course record in Bengal-
uru, are competing this time.

The defending champion in 
the women’s category, Ugan-
dan Sarah Chelangat, won the 
title last year by finishing in 
31:07 minutes. If Sarah wins 
this time too, she will become 
the second runner after Agnes 
Tirop (2018-19) to win the 
title twice in a row. “Bengaluru 

and this race are close to my 
heart. I am excited to win again 
in this beautiful city,” she said.

Sarah will face stiff compe-
tition from Kenyan runners. 
Kenyans have won 10 of the 
15 women’s titles so far. Va-
lencia 10K winner Brenda 
Jepchirchir (29:25 minutes), 
2024 Bengaluru champion 
Lilian Rengeruk Kasit, and 
world steeplechase record 
holder Beatrice Chepkoch are 
other key contenders. Cynthia 
Chepungeno, who won silver 
medal last time, will also add 
to the excitement of the race.

FAST & FABULOUS TO VIE
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‘Reels Manju’ fined  
for triple riding 
without helmet

Emirates flight 
disrupted at  

B’luru airport

Man assaulted  
for making triple 

riding video 

BENGALURU
Manjunath from Dodda-
ballapur is known on so-

cial media through his 
reels video, popularly 

known as Bunro. The po-
lice have fined him for 

making this same reels 
video. He shared a video 
of himself riding a bike 
with two women doing 
reels. This  came to the 

notice of police, him vio-
lating traffic rules by rid-
ing triples and not wear-
ing a helmet. The found 
the reels man, brought 

him to the police station 
and fined him. Manjanna 
has come to his senses 
after being fined. It was 

my fault for riding a triple 
without wearing a helmet. 
There are people at home 
who trust us. I appeal to 
people to wear helmets 

for safe driving.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
An Emirates Airlines flight 

was disrupted at the 
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport. Emirates 
flight EK569 (A380), 

which was scheduled to 
take off from KIA 4.30 

am, was diverted to Deva-
nahalli airport after failing 
to get a landing signal by 

the time it reached the In-
dian border. The plane 

landed at around 7.30 am. 
Passengers had to wait 
for several hours at the 

airport due to the disrup-
tion in flights. The airline 
has arranged hotels for 
passengers who were 

supposed to fly to Dubai 
and Jeddah. The flight is 
scheduled to take off at 

10.30 pm. The airport 
staff provide passengers 

with water and snacks 
and a place to rest.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A bike rider was allegedly 
assaulted by a group of 
thugs for making a triple 
riding video on Cubbon 

Road here. A man was as-
saulted for making a vid-

eo of him riding a triple on 
three bikes. The thugs at-
tacked him with a weap-
on for filming a video of 
the triple riding. A man 

who was riding  a bike on 
Cubbon Road noticed the 

goons riding a triple on 
the same bike. When he 
tried to shoot the scene 
on his mobile phone, the 

goons intercepted the 
man. He then hurled 

abuses and gestured fin-
gers. He also threw an ob-

ject at the man and as-
saulted him. The incident 
took place under the juris-

diction of Commercial 
Street police station and 
police are on the lookout 
for the goons who carried 

out the attack.

15L excess BPL cards, 7.8L flagged as suspicious
Ration card mismatch: Karnataka’s public distribution system is in the spotlight after the state govt admitted it  

issued about 15 lakh more BPL ration cards than the number of eligible families identified by the Centre 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Data tabled in the assembly 
by food and Civil Supplies 
Minister KH Muniyappa last 
week shows that while the 
Centre has identified almost 
1.1 crore eligible families, the 
state has issued 1.24 crore 
BPL cards. 

Also, nearly 7.8 lakh bene-
ficiaries have been flagged as 
suspicious. Replying on be-
half of Muniyappa in the as-
sembly, Health Minister 
Dinesh Gundu Rao said cov-
erage is extensive, especially 
in rural areas where it is about 
95 percent of households. 

In many areas, ineligible 
people apply for ration cards 
for other purposes, hospital-
isation for instance, Rao said. 
If the Centre does not fund 
the excess, the state will have 
to step in. Meanwhile, the de-
partment has identified over 
seven lakh suspicious benefi-
ciaries based on eligibility 

norms set by both Centre and 
the state. Central criteria con-
sider beneficiaries ineligible 
if their group annual income 
exceeds Rs 1.2 lakh, GST 
turnover crosses Rs 25 lakh, 
or if UIDAI records mark the 
person as deceased.

Beneficiaries with more 
than 7.5 acres of land under 
the PM-Kisan database or 
those owning vehicles above 
a specified value are also 
flagged. The exclusion rule 
applies to permanent govt em-
ployees and staff of govern-
ment-run corporations who 
pay taxes, households owning 
more than three acres of land, 
urban houses exceeding 
1,000sqft, families owning 
four-wheelers for non-com-
mercial use, or those with an-
nual incomes above Rs 1.2 
lakh. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
applications remain pending. 
As of February 22, nearly 1.8 
lakh Priority House Hold 

(PHH) applications were 
awaiting disposal, with the 
highest numbers in Kalabura-
g i  (26 ,941) ,  Be lagav i 
(16,712), and Bengaluru 
(16,475). 

Another 1.3 non-priority 
household (NPHH) cards are 
pending clearance, including 
11,267 in Belagavi, 10,147 in 
Bengaluru South and 10,035 
in Bengaluru West. In Sep-

tember 2023, the state sus-
pended approval of new 
NPHH cards. Legislators 
were told that ineligible PHH 
cards were being converted 
into NPHH cards, and in Oc-
tober 2025 the government 
directed officials to convert 
such cards while issuing an 
equal number of new priority 
cards to eligible applicants. 

Meanwhile, the food and 
civil supplies department 

stopped the open market sale 
scheme (domestic) of the 
Food Corporation of India  
in July 2023, which earlier 
supplied subsidised rice  
and wheat to NPHH benefi-
ciaries. 

Grains were distributed un-
til February 2024, and rice 
distribution for NPHH ration 
cards were temporarily sus-
pended, Muniyappa said in a 
written reply to Vedavyasa 
Kamath, who represents Man-
galuru South. Meanwhile, the 
state plans to revise the Rs 1.2 
lakh annual income ceiling 
for ration card eligibility, ac-
knowledging that the limit 
fixed in 2017 is outdated. 

Administrative reforms 
commission headed by RV 
Deshpande has recommended 
increasing it to Rs 3 lakh. The 
food department will evaluate 
the appropriate revision, 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao 
told the House.

Thousands of applications remain pending
As of February 22, nearly 1.8 lakh priority household 

(PHH) applications were awaiting disposal, with the 
highest numbers in Kalaburagi (26,941), Belagavi 

(16,712), and Bengaluru (16,475). Another 1.3 non-pri-
ority household (NPHH) cards are pending clearance, 

including 11,267 in Belagavi, 10,147 in Bengaluru  
South and 10,035 in Bengaluru West.

FACTFILE
n While the Centre has 
identified almost 1.1 crore 
eligible families, the state 
has issued 1.24 crore 
BPL cards. Narly 7.8 lakh 
beneficiaries have been 
flagged as suspicious.

n The state plans to 
revise the Rs 1.2 lakh 
annual income ceiling for 
ration card eligibility, ac-
knowledging that the limit 
fixed in 2017 is outdated.

Rising UV levels lead to 
spike in skin, eye issues

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

With the Ultra Violet (UV) 
index in Bengaluru touching 
an extreme level of 13 this 
year, doctors in the city are 
urging residents to take pre-
cautions against prolonged 
sun exposure, warning that 
intense UV radiation can 
cause both immediate and 
long-term health problems. 

UV levels above 8 are con-
sidered harmful, as they can 
cause significant skin and eye 
damage, including sunburn, 
cataracts and dehydration. Ex-
plaining the unusual spike, Dr 
GK Balakrishna, HOD and 
senior consultant, internal med-
icine at Gleneagles BGS Hos-
pital, Kengeri, said, as Bengal-
uru is at an elevation, we are 
closer to sun exposure too. 

Dermatologists in the city 
say clinics are already seeing 
patients with heat-related skin 
problems. Dr Safia Tanyeem, 
a consultant dermatologist at 
Apollo Medical Centre, said 
acute exposure to UV rays 
can cause several immediate 
skin conditions. The acute ef-
fects on skin include sunburn, 
itching, redness, oozing le-
sions and even allergic reac-
tions.

UV exposure can also lead 
to tanning and aggravate con-
ditions such as Photomelano-
sis (Hyperpigmentation) and 
Photodermatitis, she said. In 

the long run, it can speed up 
the ageing process by increas-
ing wrinkles and fine lines, 
and aggravate melasma and 
freckles. 

While it is not very com-
mon, there is also a possibility 
of skin cancer due to in-
creased UV exposure, she 
said, adding that patients 
started visiting clinics as  
early as the second half of 
February. 

Eye specialists also warn 
that UV radiation can affect 
vision, both in the short and 
long terms. Dr V Preethi, 
Medical Superintendent at 
Nethradhama Super Speciali-
ty Eye Hospital, Yelahanka, 
explained that short-term ex-

posure to intense UV rays can 
lead to conditions such as 
Photokeratitis and Photocon-
junctivitis. These can occur 
even after brief exposure and 
cause symptoms like redness, 
light sensitivity, grittiness and 
the sensation of a foreign 
body in the eye, she said.

Prolonged exposure to UV 
radiation can lead to more se-
rious eye problems, including 
Pterygium (tissue growth over 
the cornea), Pinguecula (con-
junctival bumps), corneal de-
generation and accelerated 
cataract formation. Chronic 
exposure can also damage the 
retina and increase the risk of 
age-related macular degener-
ation, she said. 

Solar Retinopathy
Direct sun-gazing can burn the retina and cause solar 

retinopathy. Long-term exposure can even lead to eye-
lid cancers such as basal or squamous cell carcinoma, 
Dr V Preethi, Medical Superintendent at Nethradhama 

Super Speciality Eye Hospital, Yelahanka added.

Central circular: ‘Fears 
of closure of  paramed 

colleges in state’ 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Medical Education Minister 
Sharan Prakash Patil has 
expressed concern that 
there is a fear of closure of 
paramedical colleges in the 
state due to the circular is-
sued by the National Com-
mission for Allied and 
Healthcare Professions 
(NCAHP).

During the zero hour of 
the Legislative Council ses-
sion, member Ivan D’Souza 
raised the issue and said 
that students who want to 
join the paramedical course 
are facing difficulties. Till 
now, there was an opportu-
nity to get training in the 
medical field after SSLC. 
But now the rule that only 
those who have passed the 
science stream in the sec-
ond PUC will be admitted 
has started a new educa-
tional crisis, he said.

The commission wrote to 
the UGC on January 2, stat-
ing that it has now made it 
mandatory to have complet-
ed PUC science for admis-
sion to paramedical courses 
across the country. It has 
been suggested that this 
new rule be implemented 
from the year 2026-27 it-
self. With this, there are 
currently 640 paramedical 
educational institutions in 

the state, including 32 gov-
ernment and 608 private 
colleges. Ivan D’Souza ex-
pressed concern that if the 
new rule is implemented, 
there will be a shortage of 
eligible candidates for 450 
to 500 colleges.

Responding to this, Min-
ister Sharan Prakash Patil 
said that there is a fear of 
closure of paramedical col-
leges in the state due to the 
NCAHP circular. Thou-
sands of students in the 
state used to opt for this 
course after SSLC and get 
admission every year. Now 
science has to be taken in 
PUC. The Center has taken 
the initiative to implement 
the same rule for diploma 
courses across the country. 
We have spoken to the 
chairman of the commis-
sion about simplification in 
the rule. He has promised 
to call a meeting and dis-
cuss this, he said.

HC upholds validity of Lokayukta queries, reverses ruling on bias
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A division bench of Hgh 
Court has restored a legal pro-
vision that allows KPTCL 
(Karnataka Power Transmis-
sion Corporation Ltd) to en-
trust its disciplinary inquiries 
to Lokayukta. In the judgment 
delivered recently, it reversed 
a single-bench decision that 
struck down regulation 14(A) 
of the Karnataka Electricity 
Board (KEB) Regulations on 
grounds of real likelihood of 
bias. The regulation in ques-
tion enables KPTCL to en-
trust disciplinary inquiries 
against its employees to Lo-
kayukta. Allowing a writ ap-

peal filed by Lokayukta, the 
division bench comprising 
Justices DK Singh and S Ra-
chaiah held that there was no 
statutory bar preventing the 
investigation and subsequent 
inquiry by the same institu-
tion, especially when there 
were different wings in-
volved.  

On October 16, 2024, the 
single bench declared Regula-
tion 14(A) of the KEB Regu-
lations unconstitutional and 
quashed the Lokayukta rec-
ommendations to impose 
compulsory retirement on 
Reddy, citing a real likelihood 
of bias. It stated that once Lo-
kayukta formed an opinion 

recommending disciplinary ac-
tion, it could not thereafter 
function as an impartial enquiry 
authority, creating a structural 
defect in holding the inquiry 
in violation of Article 14 of 
the Constitution of India. 

The single bench also held 
that Lokayukta could not don 
both the roles of prosecutor in 
a criminal case and an inquiry 
officer in disciplinary pro-

ceedings. After perusing the 
provisions of the Lokayukta 
Act, the division bench noted 
that the inquiry officers in the 
institution of Lokayukta were 
all judicial officers deputed 
under the Karnataka Lo-
kayukta (Cadre and Recruit-
ment and Conditions of Ser-
vice of the Officers and Em-
ployees) Rules, 1988.It said 
that suggestions by the single 
bench that the inquiry officers 
would be biased and would 
not act independently, unfair-
ly cast doubt on their integrity 
and functional ability to in-
quire into the allegations in 
the domestic inquiry against a 
delinquent public servant. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state government is tak-
ing steps to regulate the func-
tioning, treatment fees and 
prices of private medical in-
stitutions. In this regard, the 
Health Department has pre-
pared a draft bill, the Karnataka 
Private Medical Institutions 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026.

The high treatment fees 
charged by private medical 
institutions are constantly 
coming under public criti-
cism. The high fees have 
made healthcare services un-
affordable. 

The public is facing a huge 
burden due to the unrestricted 
treatment fees. Private hospi-
tals are making it unafford-
able for the poor by charging 
exorbitant fees. Despite re-
peated public demands to 
curb the high fees charged by 
private hospitals, the govern-
ment has not been able to con-
trol it.

In 2016, when Ramesh Ku-
mar was the Health Minister, 
the government had come for-
ward to crack down on the 
extravagance of private hos-
pitals. It was ready to bring a 
law with rules to curb expen-
sive fees, bring transparency, 
and display price lists. How-
ever, due to huge opposition, 
its implementation could not 
be done as expected. Now, the 

government has come for-
ward to bring a new law, 
which has come forward to 
control and monitor the treat-
ment fees, rates, and function-
ing of private hospitals.

The proposed Karnataka 
Private Medical Institutions 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 has 
provided for the state govern-
ment to constitute a separate 
expert committee to recom-
mend the range of treatment 
fees and fees of private hospi-
tals. Through this, rules have 
been made to restrict the prac-
tice of private hospitals fixing 
arbitrary fees.

The proposed amendment 
bill provides that the State 
Government may constitute 
separate expert committees to 
recommend a range of rates 
for different categories or 
tiers of private medical insti-
tutions. The composition, 
powers and responsibilities of 
these expert committees and 
the terms and conditions of 
service of the members of the 
committee shall be as pre-
scribed from time to time. 

Karnataka to regulate 
private hospital charges

No gas supply  
to hotels at the 
moment: Min  

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government 
has once again given a shock 
to the hotel industry, which 
has been reeling from the 
Middle East conflict. Minister 
KH Muniyappa said that there 
is currently no supply of gas 
(LPG Shortage) to hotels.

Speaking to the media after 
an important meeting with oil 
supply companies today, he 
said, the Chief Minister is 
writing a second letter. The 
situation is serious. The cen-
tral government should pay 
more attention. A meeting 
was held today with the sec-
retary, commissioner and 
heads of oil companies.”  

The meeting lasted for an 
hour. We appeal to the con-
sumers not to panic unneces-
sarily. Do not double-book 
gas. Use it sparingly. Ship 
movement has started. It has 
been agreed to provide 100 
percent cylinders to hospitals, 
educational institutions, air-
lines, and railway canteens. 
The center has approved the 
daily expenditure of six and a 
half thousand cylinders. Of 
this, it has been decided to 
supply 4200 cylinders to the 
essential sector, he said.

4200+1200 are being sup-
plied to hospitals, educational 
institutions, Indira Canteens, 
5200 to the Essential Services 
sector, 2250 cylinders are being 
supplied to autos. There is no 
supply to hotels at present. 
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Vaccination awareness program held at health center
CHITRADURGA

 
An awareness program on the 
importance of vaccination 
was held at the Kasavarahatti 
Primary Health Center in Chi-
tradurga taluk on the occasion 
of National Immunization 
Day. Health officials stressed 
that protecting children’s 
health is important for build-
ing a strong nation.

Speaking at the program, 
Administrative Medical Offi-
cer Dr. B. Shivakumar said 
that healthy children are the 
foundation of a healthy coun-
try. He explained that the gov-

ernment provides free vac-
cines to children under one 
year of age to protect them 
from twelve dangerous dis-
eases.

He also said that free HPV 

vaccination is being provided 
to fourteen year old girls 
across the country to prevent 
cervical cancer. Eligible girls 
and parents were encouraged 
to take advantage of the vac-

cination program.
Taluk Health Education Of-

ficer B. Moogappa said Na-
tional Immunization Day is 
observed every year on March 
16 to spread awareness about 
the importance of vaccines. 
He explained that widespread 
vaccination has helped the 
world eliminate smallpox and 
has greatly reduced diseases 
such as polio, measles, and 
tetanus.He added that oral po-
lio vaccination has been pro-
vided in India since 1995, and 
the disease was successfully 
eradicated in the country 
through the efforts of the 

health department with sup-
port from the public.Health 
Inspector Praveen Kumar also 
spoke and reminded people 
that vaccination played an im-
portant role in protecting 
communities during the 
Covid pandemic.

ASHA mentor Tabitha ad-
vised pregnant women to reg-
ister with ASHA workers or 
health officials as soon as 
they learn about their preg-
nancy. She said mothers 
should receive proper vacci-
nations, medical care, and nu-
tritious food to protect both 
mother and child.

HEALTHY CHILDREN FOUNDATION

QUICK READ
Preparations begin for 

celebrating two 
leaders’ birthdays

Applications open for 
Additional Government 

Advocates

Social media 
star fined for unsafe 

triple riding

VIJAYAPURA
A preparatory meeting 

will be held on March 24 
at 11 am in the District 

Collector’s Office Hall to 
plan the celebrations of 

Babu Jagjivan Ram’s 119th 
and B. R. Ambedkar’s 

135th birth anniversaries 
on April 5, 2026. The 

meeting will be chaired by 
the District Collector and 
will include district offi-

cials, community leaders, 
and dignitaries. The Dep-
uty Director of the Social 
Welfare Department has 

urged attendees to ac-
tively participate and 

share suggestions to or-
ganize meaningful and re-
spectful programmes for 
these important Jayanti 

celebrations.

CHITRADURGA
The District Collector’s of-

fice has invited applica-
tions for the post of Addi-
tional Government Advo-
cate in the Senior Courts 
of Hosadurga and Hiriyur 
Taluk. The appointment 
will be for three years or 

until further orders under 
Karnataka Law Officers 
Rules, 1977. Advocates 

with at least seven years 
of legal practice can apply 
by April 6, 5.30 pm, sub-

mitting the prescribed 
form and relevant docu-
ments. Interested candi-
dates can obtain the ap-
plication form and details 
from the District Collec-

tor’s office during working 
hours. This move aims to 

fill vacancies following 
the expiry of previous ap-

pointments and ensure 
smooth court functioning.

DODDABALLAPUR
Doddaballapur Rural Po-
lice have fined Manjunath, 
popularly known as Bunro 
on social media, for riding 
a bike with two passen-
gers without wearing a 

helmet. The incident 
came to light after Manju 

posted a reel showing 
himself riding triple, which 

caught the attention of 
traffic authorities.

Police immediately called 
him to the station and is-
sued a fine for violating 

traffic rules. Manju admit-
ted his mistake and urged 

his followers to always 
wear helmets and follow 
safety rules. “I shouldn’t 

have ridden triple without 
a helmet. Family and oth-
ers trust us to be careful,” 

he said.
The case highlights the 
growing need for road 

safety awareness, espe-
cially among young social 

media influencers who 
often try risky stunts for 

attention. Authorities 
continue to 

remind citizens that fol-
lowing traffic laws pro-

tects lives and 
prevents accidents on 

busy roads.

Women’s sports meet 
held with enthusiasm

G. Prabhu celebrated district’s first women’s sports meet, 
highlighting women’s equal roles and contributions in society
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
A women’s sports meet was 
organized with great enthusi-
asm at the Sir M. Visves-
varaya District Stadium in the 
city as part of the Internation-
al Women’s Day celebrations. 
Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu inaugurated the event and 
encouraged women to take 
part in sports activities.

The sports meet was jointly 
organized by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat, 
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, and the 
Youth Empowerment and 
Sports Department.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu said it was a matter of 
pride to inaugurate the first 
sports meet for women in the 
district. He expressed hope 
that the event would be orga-
nized on a larger and more 
meaningful scale in the com-
ing years.

He said women play many 
important roles in society as 

mothers, wives, sisters, and 
daughters. Women form near-
ly half of the population and 
are contributing equally with 
men in administration, em-
ployment, and various other 
fields. Therefore, society must 
respect and appreciate their 
efforts, he added.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said the sports meet was orga-
nized to encourage women to 
participate in physical activi-
ties and to identify hidden 
sports talents in the district. 
He noted that regular sports 
activities help improve both 
physical and mental health.

During the program, a spe-
cial pledge was administered 
to mark Women’s Day. The 
Deputy Commissioner and 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Zilla Panchayat also par-
ticipated in a shot put event to 
motivate the participants.

Several sports competitions 
were conducted as part of the 
event, with women from dif-
ferent departments and self 
help groups taking part with 
great enthusiasm.

Chief Executive Officer of 
Zilla Panchayat Dr. Y. Naveen 
Bhat and other officials at-
tended the program.

Youth need skill training 
for better jobs: Dr. Kumar
MANDYA

 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Kumar has called for stronger 
efforts to provide free skill 
training and self employment 
guidance to young people in 
the district. He said training 
programs should be designed 
according to the interests and 
abilities of youth so they can 
find suitable jobs.Dr. Kumar 
spoke while chairing the Dis-
trict Skill Committee prog-
ress review meeting held at 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
office. Officials from differ-
ent departments attended the 
meeting and discussed ways 
to improve employment op-
portunities for young people.
The Deputy Commissioner 
said that skill development 
has become very important in 
today’s changing job market. 
He advised officials to orga-
nize training programs that 
match the needs of industries 
and modern workplaces. He 
also stressed the importance 
of coordinating with indus-
tries while planning training 
programs so that trained 
youth can easily find employ-
ment.Dr. Kumar suggested 

that technical and industrial 
skills should be provided to 
youth under government 
schemes such as Yuvanidhi 
and Yuvanidhi Plus. These 
programs aim to equip young 
people with practical skills 
that can help them secure 
jobs or start their own busi-
nesses.He also emphasized 
the need to provide spoken 
English training through dif-
ferent organizations. Accord-
ing to him, improving com-
munication skills can help 
youth get better job opportu-
nities in various sectors.The 
Deputy Commissioner further 
said that special training pro-
grams should be arranged for 
specially gifted individuals so 
they can also benefit from 
employment opportunities.He 

directed officials to conduct 
social and economic surveys 
under the SVANIDHI scheme 
and link street vendors with 
central government social se-
curity programs. He also 
asked departments to create 
awareness among vendors 
about digital literacy and on-
line services.

Dr. Kumar chaired the 
District Skill Committee 
meeting, where officials 

discussed enhancing 
youth employment 

through industry-aligned 
training programs, 

emphasizing 
coordination for effective 
skill development and job 

opportunities

Judge M. Vijay said rise in online shopping increases fraud risks and urged consumers to stay 
cautious and file complaints through consumer forums or official online platforms

AWARENESS KEY TO PREVENT 
RISING ONLINE CONSUMER FRAUD
CHITRADURGA

 
Legal awareness is very im-
portant to protect people from 
online fraud, said District Le-
gal Services Authority Mem-
ber Secretary and Senior Civ-
il Judge M. Vijay during a 
World Consumer Day pro-
gram held in the city.The 
event was organized at Gov-
ernment Arts College under 
the theme “Safe Products, 
Confident Consumers.” It was 
jointly conducted by the dis-
trict administration, Zilla Pan-
chayat, Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department, District 
Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission, Legal Metrolo-
gy Department, Food Safety 
Department, District Bar As-
sociation, and gas distribu-
tors.Speaking at the program, 
Judge M. Vijay said shopping 

habits have changed greatly 
over the last decade. Earlier, 
people visited shops and 
checked products before buy-
ing. Today, online shopping 
has become very common, 
which has also increased the 
chances of fraud and cheat-
ing.He advised consumers not 
to lose confidence if they face 
cheating while buying goods 
online. Instead, they should 

file complaints with the con-
sumer forum. Complaints can 
now be filed at the district 
level and also through online 
platforms.

District Bar Association 
President H.S. Maheshwarap-
pa said consumers must al-
ways demand a proper bill 
when purchasing any item, 
whether it is gold, clothes, or 
vehicles. The bill becomes 

important proof if the product 
turns out to be defective or 
breaks during the warranty 
period.District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission 
Chairperson B.H. Yashoda 
said every person is a con-
sumer in one way or another 
throughout life. Therefore, 
people must know their rights 
and responsibilities.

Government Arts College 
Principal Dr. J. Kariappa en-
couraged students to learn 
about consumer rights along 
with their regular studies and 
help spread awareness in so-
ciety.

Officials said consumers 
can file complaints within two 
years if they face problems 
such as defective goods, mis-
leading advertisements, or 
being charged more than the 
fixed price.

Lok Adalat helps thousands 
settle cases quickly

VIJAYAPURA
 

The Rashtriya Lok Adalat 
held in the district ended suc-
cessfully, helping thousands 
of people settle their legal dis-
putes quickly through mutual 
understanding. Judges and 
legal officials urged the pub-
lic to make better use of this 
system to save both time and 
money.

Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge Harish A., who is 
also the Chairman of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority, 
spoke during the program and 
encouraged people to resolve 
their disputes through the Ja-
nata Adalat. He said many 
people spend years visiting 
courts, which often causes 
stress and financial burden.

He explained that Lok Ada-
lat offers a friendly platform 
where both sides can sit to-
gether and settle matters 
peacefully with the help of 
judges and lawyers. This pro-
cess helps people avoid long 
court battles and promotes 
harmony in society.

According to officials, a to-
tal of 13,624 cases pending in 
different courts across the dis-
trict were settled during the 

Lok Adalat through mutual 
agreement. These included 
property division disputes, 
cheque bounce cases, motor 
vehicle accident compensa-
tion claims, and cases related 
to maintenance.District Legal 
Services Authority Member 
Secretary and Senior Civil 
Judge Arvind Hagargi also 
addressed the gathering. He 
advised citizens to choose set-
tlement through conciliation 
so that justice can be deliv-
ered quickly and relationships 
in society remain peaceful.

The event also helped bring 
families together. Around 
eight couples from Vijayapura 
city and nearby taluks agreed 
to continue their married life 
after counseling and mutual 
discussion during the session.

Officials said that out of 
1,009 land acquisition cases 
taken up during the Lok Ada-
lat, 386 cases were success-
fully settled. Compensation 
worth more than ₹42 crore 
was resolved through mutual 
agreement.

Judge Harish A. appreciated 
lawyers, clients, police offi-
cers, and staff for their efforts 
in making the Lok Adalat suc-
cessful.

District has adequate LPG stock, officials assure
CHITRADURGA

 
Deputy Commissioner T. Ven-
katesh has assured residents 
that there is no shortage of 
LPG cylinders meant for do-
mestic use in the district. He 
urged people not to panic or 
make unnecessary bookings 
out of fear, which could cre-
ate an artificial shortage.

The Deputy Commissioner 
spoke after holding a review 
meeting with officials of the 
Food Department and repre-
sentatives of LPG supply 
companies at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office on 
Monday.

He explained that the state 
government has taken steps to 
ensure smooth LPG supply 
despite disruptions caused by 
the ongoing conflict in Mid-
dle East countries. Officials 
from oil companies have con-

firmed that there is sufficient 
stock available in the district.

According to official data, 
the district has a total of 
4,14,512 LPG consumers. 
Among them, 1,02,358 cus-
tomers are served by Indian 
Oil Corporation, 2,69,789 by 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited, and 42,365 by Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation 
Limited.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also clarified the booking 

rules for LPG cylinders. After 
receiving a cylinder, consum-
ers in urban areas must wait 
twenty five days before book-
ing another cylinder. In rural 
areas, the waiting period is 
forty five days.He advised 
consumers to book cylinders 
only through approved online 
methods such as missed call 
service, company mobile ap-
plications, WhatsApp, or 
IVRS using their registered 
mobile number. 

Deputy secretary urges 
quick completion of works
VIJAYAPURA

 
Zilla Panchayat Deputy Sec-
retary Prakash Vaddara has 
directed officials to complete 
ongoing development works 
on priority across several vil-
lages in the district.

During a field visit on Sun-
day, Vaddara inspected road 
and bridge works in parts of 
Tikota, Babaleshwar and Vi-
jayapura taluks. The visit 
aimed to review the progress 
of ongoing projects and en-
sure that they are completed 
according to rules and within 
the scheduled time.

He first visited Harnal vil-
lage in Tikota taluk, where he 
inspected the recently com-
pleted silt removal work car-
ried out in the Doni river. Of-
ficials explained the work 
done to improve water flow 
and reduce flooding during 
the rainy season.

Later, Vaddara travelled to 
Babaleshwar taluk and re-
viewed the silt removal work 

near bridges located within 
the limits of Saravada and 
Honaganahalli villages. He 
also inspected similar works 
near Itinahalli village in Vi-
jayapura taluk.

Speaking to officials during 
the inspection, he said that the 
desilting work is still in the 
progress stage and must be 
completed on priority while 
strictly following government 
guidelines. He also instructed 
the concerned engineers to 
immediately complete the sur-
vey work related to the bridge 
construction at Itinahalli vil-
lage.

Executive Engineer of the 
Rural Drinking Water and 
Sanitation Department Sanjay 
Kotennavar, Panchayat Raj 
Engineering

 Department Executive En-
gineer Vidyadhar Nyamgon-
da, ‘ Assistant Executive En-
gineer Ravi Pawar, along with 
taluk and gram panchayat 
level officers and staff, were 
present.

Man killed 
trying to stop 
couple’s fight

CHITRADURGA
 

A tragic incident occurred at 
Buddha Circle in Chitradurga 
when a man lost his life while 
trying to intervene in a cou-
ple’s argument. Sadiqullah 
was reportedly fighting with 
his wife on Stadium Road 
when Tajpir, 42, stepped in to 
calm the situation.

In a shocking turn, Sadiqul-
lah attacked Tajpir with a ma-
chete, seriously injuring

 him. Tajpir was rushed to 
Davangere Hospital, but un-
fortunately, he succumbed to 
his injuries.

 A video of the confronta-
tion quickly went viral, leav-
ing the local community in 
shock.
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Raichur police arrest 

man selling 
adulterated Shendi

Power line upgrade 
may affect multiple 

villages

Raichur
West Police Station au-
thorities have arrested a 

man for selling adulterat-
ed shendi to the public 

and seized 63 liters of the 
contaminated product. 

Acting on a tip-off, police 
raided a spot near the rail-
way station park on March 
13 at 4.30 pm. The shendi 
was found mixed with CH 

powder, posing a risk to 
buyers. Along with the 

shendi, Rs. 1,890 worth of 
the product and Rs. 150 

cash from sales were con-
fiscated. A case has been 
registered at West Police 
Station, and the accused 
has been remanded to ju-
dicial custody for further 

investigation.

Chikkaballapur
Karnataka Electricity 

Transmission Corpora-
tion Limited will electrify 
a 30.408 km transmis-

sion line on March 17, up-
grading it from a 220KV 

single-phase line to a 
two-phase line with 

A.A.A.C. conductors. The 
line runs through villages 
in Madhugiri taluk, Tum-

kur district, and 
Gouribidanur taluk, Chik-

kaballapur district, in-
cluding Palyadahalli, Ra-
ghuvanahalli, Gondihalli, 
Kasaba Hobli, Udumal-

odu, and Anudi. Resi-
dents are warned not to 
climb towers, throw ob-

jects, or tie cattle to them 
during or after the work. 
The corporation will not 
be responsible for acci-
dents caused by such 

acts, the Madhugiri BES-
COM Executive Engineer 

stated.

That my client Smt. Latha W/o Raghu, 
Resident of Madavanagara (Nandini 
Layout), Sira Town, Tumakuru District. 
Smt. Latha client was also in custody 
of original Registered Rectification 
deed dt: 19.06.2018 Reg as No. SRA-
1-01554/2018-19. Unfortunately my 
client has lost this original Registered 
Rectification deed dt: 19.06.2018, at old 
Talluk office, Sira dt. 06.03.2026.
In this regard my client Smt. Latha has 
lodged online complaint to police, vide 
LOSS of Articles No. 2108317/2026, dt. 
13.03.2026.
That if anybody finds original Rectifi-
cation deed dt: 19.06.2018, hence any-
body having title interest and right in 
any manner over the schedule property, 
may intimate the same in writing with 
documentary evidence to the under-
signed within 07 days from the date of 
this publication, failing which my client 
will proceed with the loan transactions 
as not claimed.
Further it is requested that if anybody 
finds above said registered Rectification 
deed dt: 19.06.2018, the same may be 
handed over either to me or to my client.

SCHEDULE:
Property bearing municipal Assessment 
No. 6562 / Sy No. 32/5, Site No. 21, 
E-khatha No. 32-588-2364, East-West = 
9.00 meter, North-South = 13.00 meter, 
situated at Madavanagara (Nandini Ba-
davane), Sira Town, Tumkur Dist.    

H. Wajid Ahmed
Advocate and Notary
R.T. Road, Sira Town

Mob: 9448101786

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, MANJUNATH PUTTASWAMY 
, S/o, Puttaswamy, Resident 

of  No 101,11th Cross 
Gangondanahalli Bengaluru 
Dist, 560039, have changed 

my name to MANJUNATHA 
PUTTASWAMY , vide affidavit 

dated: 16.03.2026 before notary 
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ASHRAF , W/o, Chand 
Basha, Resident of  New No 
342 Vijayanagar Bengaluru 
Dist, 560066, have changed 

my name to ASHRAF 
BEGUM, vide affidavit dated: 
16.03.2026 before notary B.A. 

LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ABDUS SUDIAS, S/o Inayath, 
resident of No 10 Modi Road K 
G F Building Sonnappa Garden 

DJ Halli Po: Arabic College, 
Bengaluru - 560045, have 

changed my name to ABDUS 
SUDAIS, Vide Affidavit Dated: 
06.03.2026 before notary C.V. 

EARAPPA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
IN THE COURT OF THE HON’BLE 

ADDITIONAL SUBORDINATE JUDGE, HOSUR
O.S. NO - 142/2022

V. Mohanbabu and 6 others
...plaintiff

Vs
S. Vijayaragavalu and 3 others 

..Defendant

NOTICE
Defendant No-1:
S. Vijayaragavalu, s/o Sundarrajan, Hindu, aged 
about 59yrs, residing at D.no-79, 5th block, SSi 
area, Rajaji nagar, Bangalore.
Defendant No-3:
G. Ramesh s/o Govindarav, Hindu, aged about 
55yrs, residing at D.no-4362, Subramaniya nagar, 
A block 3rd cross, Rajaji nagar, Bangalore.
Take notice that the above plaintiffs have filed the 
above case for injunction, declaration of rights, can-
cellation of sale deed and other reliefs and the same 
is posted on 30.03.2026 for your appearance before 
the court either in person or by pleader at 10.00 a.m, 
and state your side of statement if any, failing which 
the court will be passing an exparte order.

/By order of the court/
Advocate for Plaintiff
V. SANKAR, M.A., M.L.,

J. BHAGYALAKSHMI, M.Com., LL.B.,
ADVOCATE

Enr No:- MS. 817/2014
HOSUR-635 109

Ph. No:- 97105 47448

    IN THE COURT OF SUBORDINATE 
JUDGE AT TIRUVOTTIYUR 

C.O.S. No.133 of 2025
M/s. R SONS TIMBERS, 
Rep by his Proprietor 
Mr. RATHOD JAYKUMAR HIMATLAL 

               …Plaintiff 
-Vs-

M/s. SHIV TIMBERS Rep by its Partner 
Mr. AMRAT BHAI PATEL

  ...Defendant
NOTICE 

M/s. SHIV TIMBERS Rep by its Partner 
Mr. AMRAT BHAI PATEL No. No 4, 
Kanteerava Studio Main Road, Parimala 
Nagar, Nandini Layout, Bengaluru Urban, 
Karnataka - 560 096
Sir/Madam,
Please take notice that on 02.03.2026, 
the Hon’ble Suboridinate Judge at Tiru-
vottiyur was pleased to order notice to 
you, returnable by 07.04.2026 and you 
are hereby required to appear before the 
above said Hon’ble Court at 10.30 A.M. 
on 07.04.2026 in person or through your 
counsel failing which the above suit will 
be decided in your absence without fu-
rther notice to you.  

A.SATHISH (1217/2020) 
ADVOCATE 

Counsel for Plaintiff 

Villagers felicitate MLA during 
community hall foundation

Dr. Beldale said the new community hall near Sri Beeralingeshwara Temple will 
host events, strengthen unity, and aid village development

BIDAR
 

Villagers of Kolara (K) in Bi-
dar South constituency honored 
their MLA Dr. Shailendra 
Beldale by gifting him a lamb 
and felicitating him with a tra-
ditional shawl during a ceremo-
ny held for the construction of 
a new community hall.

The MLA performed the 
foundation ritual near the Sri 
Beeralingeshwara Temple in 
the village. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dr. Beldale said the vil-
lagers had long felt the need for 
a suitable place to conduct so-
cial, religious and public pro-
grams. Understanding this 
need, steps have now been tak-
en to build a community hall 
for the benefit of the people.

He said the new hall will 
help villagers organize meet-
ings, religious events, social 

functions and other community 
activities. According to him, 
such facilities strengthen unity 
among residents and encourage 
cooperation in village develop-
ment.

Dr. Beldale added that the 
construction of the hall is an-

other important step towards 
improving basic infrastructure 
in the village. He said he has 
instructed the concerned offi-
cers and contractors to com-
plete the work quickly while 
maintaining good quality.

The MLA also prayed to 

Lord Beeralingeshwara that the 
new community hall would 
bring progress and benefit ev-
eryone in the village.

Speaking further, Dr. Beldale 
said special attention is being 
given to the development of 
villages across the Bidar South 
constituency. He explained that 
along with roads, drinking wa-
ter, electricity, health services 
and education, the construction 
of community halls is also be-
ing prioritized.

He said such halls serve as a 
common platform for public 
meetings and social gatherings, 
helping strengthen unity and 
overall development in rural 
areas.

Local leaders and villagers 
attended the ceremony and ex-
pressed happiness over the new 
facility that will soon serve the 
entire community.

Congress slams 
Central Government 

over LPG hike
RAMANAGARA

 
The District Congress La-
bour Unit has strongly con-
demned the recent rise in 
cooking gas prices and the 
ongoing disruption in LPG 
supply, blaming the Central 
Government for negligence. 
Speaking to reporters, Dis-
trict Congress Labour Unit 
President Puttaraju said that 
the price hike and supply is-
sues are affecting over seven 
crore people in Karnataka, 
including households, hote-
liers, and street vendors.

Puttaraju criticized the 
Centre for prioritizing reve-
nue over public welfare and 
accused it of ignoring 
pro-people measures. “Even 
after paying higher prices, 
many families are unable to 
get cylinders. Hoteliers are 
forced to shut down due to 
supply disruptions,” he said. 
He added that wage laborers 
are also facing injustice due 
to the government’s poli-
cies, and petty political 
moves such as renaming the 
NREGA scheme are not 
helping the common people.

He warned that the state’s 
Deputy Chief Minister and 
Congress leaders, including 

State Congress Committee 
President D.K. Shivakumar 
and Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, would organize 
widespread protests across 
Karnataka to oppose the 
central government’s LPG 
pricing policy.

Several party leaders at-
tended the press conference, 
including Channapatna Con-
gress Labour Unit Taluk 
President Rajmahender, 
State Joint Secretary Sha-
keel, District Vice President 
Syed Arif Ullah, District 
Secretary Vinay, Ramanaga-
ra Town President Jayalaksh-
mamma, Harohalli Hobli 
President Ashwath, Bida-
di-Kootagal Hobli President 
Siddharaju, Ramanagara Ta-
luk President Devaraju, and 
Channapatna City Secretary 
M.C. Swamy. They called on 
citizens to stand against the 
price hike and supply disrup-
tions affecting daily life.

Puttaraju criticized the 
Centre’s revenue focus, 

citing LPG shortages, 
labor injustice, and 
ineffective political 
measures harming 

common people

HPV vaccine essential to prevent cervical cancer: Badole
 BIDAR

 
The Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccine is essential for 
preventing cervical cancer 
among girls aged between 14 
and 15 years, said Dr. Girish 
Badole, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Bidar Zilla Panchayat. He 
was speaking after inaugurating 
the HPV vaccination drive held 
on Monday at the Mother and 
Child Care Centre of the 100-
bed hospital. The programme 
was jointly organized by the 
Bidar District Administration, 
Bidar Zilla Panchayat and the 
District Health and Family Wel-
fare Department.

Dr. Badole said that just as 
the health department success-
fully eradicated Polio through 
vaccination, the HPV vaccine 
will help prevent cervical can-

cer in girls. He urged parents 
and guardians to take responsi-
bility and ensure that their 
daughters receive the vaccine. 
He also emphasized that the co-
operation of the health and edu-
cation departments is crucial for 
the success of the programme.

He directed officials of the 
education department to ensure 
that girls aged between 14 and 
15 studying in schools are sent 
to nearby health institutions for 
vaccination.

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr. Dhyanesh-
war Neeragude said that, as per 
departmental guidelines, the 
vaccine will initially be admin-
istered only at health institu-
tions in the first phase.

Paediatrician Dr. Varsha ex-
plained that HPV is a virus re-
sponsible for cervical cancer. 

According to guidelines, girls 
aged between 14 and 15 should 
take the vaccine after having 
food. District RCH Officer Dr. 
Shivashankar B. stated that the 
HPV vaccine is safe and effec-
tive in preventing cervical can-
cer among adolescent girls. He 
added that after receiving the 
vaccine, beneficiaries can ob-
tain a certificate through the 

U-WIN Portal.Among those 
present were Dr. Dileep Don-
gre, Dr. Kiran Patil, Dr. Shan-
taling Patil, Umesh Biradar, 
Shivashankar Bemalgi, Gu-
runath Kavale, Omkar, Lokesh, 
Shanta, Ajay Patil, Ravindra, 
Abraham, Anita, Avinash 
(HIO), ASHA workers, and of-
ficials and staff of the health 
department.

RAMANAGARA
 

District President of the Guar-
antee Schemes Implementa-
tion Committee K. Raju has 
stressed that the proper utili-
sation of funds under the Gru-
ha Lakshmi scheme is the re-
sponsibility of everyone. The 
state government spends 
thousands of crores annually 
on the ambitious programme, 
which provides ₹2,000 every 
month directly to the bank ac-
counts of poor and mid-
dle-class women to support 
their financial needs.

Speaking at a workshop for 
Anganwadi workers held at 
the District Panchayat hall on 
Monday, organised jointly by 
the  Dis t r ic t  Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation 
Committee and the Depart-
ment of Women and Child 
Welfare, Raju highlighted is-
sues related to the misuse of 
the scheme.

He said it has been 27 
months since the scheme 
was  implemen ted ,  bu t 
around 1.44 lakh beneficia-
ries across the state have 
passed away during this pe-
riod. Due to lack of updated 
information, funds have con-
tinued to be credited to some 
of these accounts. In several 
cases, family members have 
withdrawn money using 
ATM cards, leading to the 
misuse of nearly ₹69 crore.

Raju urged Anganwadi 
workers to play an important 
role in preventing such irreg-
ularities. They should prompt-
ly inform the department if 
any beneficiary in their juris-
diction passes away so that 
officials can stop further pay-
ments through the Seva Sind-
hu system.

He added that ₹1,427 crore 
has been credited so far to 
2.81 lakh beneficiaries in the 
district under the scheme.

Responsible Use of Gruha Lakshmi 
Funds Is Everyone’s Duty: K. Raju

Free training opportunities open for rural youth
VIJAYAPURA

 
Canara Bank Deshpande 
RSET Training Institute has 
invited applications for a 30-
day free training in refrigera-
tion and air conditioning for 
unemployed rural youth and 
women aged 18 to 50. The 
training, starting in April, 
will provide free food and 
accommodation. Participants 
will learn technical skills, en-

trepreneurship, market sur-
veys, sales techniques, gov-
ernment schemes, bank loan 
procedures, soft skills, yoga, 
and business project prepara-
tion. Priority will be given to 
early applicants from rural 
areas. Interested candi-
dates can register  by 
March 30 by contacting 
the institute in Haliyal at 
8217236973, 9483485489, 
or 9482188780.

Sanjeevini Ugadi fair promotes 
women self help groups

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu inaugurated the “Sanjeevini 
Ugadi Monthly Fair and Exhibi-
tion” organized by the district 
administration and Zilla Pan-
chayat at the District Adminis-
tration building premises on 
Monday. He appealed to the 
public to support women self 
help groups by purchasing fes-
tival groceries prepared by them 
for the Ugadi celebrations.

The fair has been organized un-
der the National Rural Livelihood 
Mission scheme to strengthen 
women’s self help groups and en-
courage self employment in rural 
areas. A special Ugadi grocery kit 
prepared by women members is 
being sold at the fair at a dis-
counted price.

Speaking at the event, the 
Deputy Commissioner said such 
initiatives help empower rural 
women and provide them op-
portunities to earn through their 
products. He urged citizens of 

the district to encourage the 
women by buying the Ugadi 
kits prepared by them.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat 
said Ugadi and Ramzan are ma-
jor festivals celebrated across 
the country. To support wom-
en’s groups during the festive 
season, the district has intro-
duced the special “Ugadi Akka 
Dinasi Mini Kit” for customers.

More than 250 women from 
24 self help groups across the 
district have worked together to 
prepare the kit. The package in-
cludes locally produced items 
such as organic jaggery, toor 
dal, coconut, gram oil, maida 
flour, ghee, homemade papad 
and other ingredients used for 
festival cooking.

The kit is being sold for ₹499, 
which is lower than the market 
price of ₹670. Officials said the 
products are purchased directly 
from farmers and manufacturers 
without middlemen, ensuring 
good quality at affordable rates.

MANDYA DC CALLS FOR 
FLAWLESS DIGITAL CENSUS 2027
MANDYA

 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Kumar has directed techni-
cal staff and officials to car-
ry out the 2027 Census 
smoothly and accurately, as 
it will be conducted entirely 
in digital format for the first 
time. He emphasized the 
importance of precision and 
transparency during a train-
ing session for technical 
staff at the District Collec-
tor’s office.

Unlike the 2011 Census, 
which was carried out man-
ually, the 2027 Census will 
use a mobile application for 
data collection. Dr. Kumar 
highlighted that this ap-
proach will improve the ac-
curacy of information and 
help the government deliver 
services more efficiently to 
citizens.

He instructed the staff to 

focus on digital data entry, 
proper use of the mobile app, 
and preparation of House 
List Block (HLB) maps. He 
also stressed the need for live 
monitoring and effective 
management of census data 
through the “Census Man-
agement and Monitoring 
System” (CMMS) portal to 
ensure that every household 
is accurately counted.

The training session was 
attended by Smt. Dhanya, 
Assistant Director of the 
Directorate of Census, Mr. 
Kesavamurthy, District Sta-

tistical Officer, and Mr. 
Chetan S, Assistant Director 
at the District Collector’s 
office.  Officials were 
briefed on their responsibil-
ities and the technical pro-
cedures required for the 
smooth execution of the 
census, emphasizing team-
work and vigilance to make 
the digital census a success.

Dr. Kumar concluded by 
urging all technical staff to 
maintain high standards of 
accuracy and efficiency in 
the upcoming nationwide 
exercise.
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Exclusive job fair for ex-servicemen
JOB WINDOWS OPEN

QUICK READ
NIA chargesheets six for 

threatening witnesses 
in Puducherry

Venugopal seeks 
revocation of suspension 

of 8 Oppn MP from LS   

Row erupts in Odisha 
Assembly as Brahmagiri 
MLA gets second ballot

New Delhi
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has 

filed a chargesheet 
against six accused for al-

legedly threatening wit-
nesses in a bid to subvert 
the trial in the 2023 mur-
der case of Puducherry 

BJP leader Senthil Kuma-
ran, officials said on Mon-

day. The accused have 
been identified as 

Nithyanantham alias 
Nithi, Siva Sankar, Ven-

gatesh, Ezhumalai, Heram 
alias TR alias Karthi and 

Udhayakumar. They have 
been chargesheeted be-
fore the Puducherry Spe-
cial Court under various 
sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act and the NIA 

Act. According to the probe 
agency, four of the accused 

Nithyanantham, Siva 
Sankar, Vengatesh and 

Ezhumalai had earlier also 
been chargesheeted for 

their role in the main terror 
offence related to the kill-

ing of the BJP leader.

New Delhi
Lok Sabha MP and Con-
gress general secretary 

K.C. Venugopal on Mon-
day urged Lok Sabha 

Speaker Om Birla to re-
voke the suspension of 

eight Opposition MPs for 
the entire Budget Session 

of Parliament. At least 
some decision should be 
taken, said the Congress 

MP while raising the issue 
soon after Question Hour. 
On Friday, we had raised 

the same. Our eight 
members were suspend-

ed, and they are sitting 
outside, he said. Express-
ing concern over the ac-

tion against the eight Op-
position MPs, Venugopal 
said, This House has wit-

nessed so many agita-
tions, not just on one day.

Bhubaneswar
Amid polling for four Ra-
jya Sabha seats, the op-
position Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD) on Monday raised 
serious objections to the 
vote cast by Brahmagiri 

MLA Upasna Mohapatra, 
who was given a second 

ballot after allegedly 
making a mistake while 
voting. As per reports, a 

row began during polling 
when Mohapatra alleged-

ly made an overwriting 
while marking her ballot 

paper due to the ink prob-
lem. Later, she sought a 

second ballot paper from 
polling officials, fearing 

rejection of her vote. 
Agents and leaders of the 

Biju Janata Dal and the 
Indian National Congress 
present there immediate-

ly objected, halting the 
voting process for several 

minutes.

CHANDIGARH

Officials said the job fair will 
serve as a dedicated platform to 
link ex-servicemen from the In-
dian Army, Indian Navy, and In-
dian Air Force with corporate 
and industrial employers offering 
opportunities across diverse 
fields. These sectors include se-
curity services, information tech-
nology, administration, logistics, 
healthcare, engineering, hospital-
ity and manufacturing.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Indian Army Western 
Command, the event will allow 
former service personnel to ex-
plore job opportunities in logis-
tics, manufacturing, security ser-
vices, administration, hospitality 

and several technical domains.
The job fair in Chandigarh will 

be held at the Arjan Singh Audi-
torium starting at 7 a.m. Ex-ser-
vicemen attending the event have 
been advised to carry their iden-
tity cards along with five copies 
of their biodata to facilitate inter-
actions with potential employers.

Officials added that the DGR 
has also highlighted several ben-
efits for participating industry 
employers. These include free 
online registration, compli-
mentary job postings, free alloca-
tion of stalls at the venue and 
access to resumes of ex-service-
men seeking employment.

In addition to the Chandigarh 
event, the DGR will organise 
another job fair for ex-service-
men in New Delhi on March 20. 
The Ministry of Defence said 
registrations for the Delhi event 
will begin at 7 a.m. at the Ara-
vali Auditorium, located near 
the Delhi Metro’s Shankar Vi-
har station. The initiative re-
flects the continued commit-
ment of the Department of 
Ex-Servicemen Welfare to sup-
port the resettlement and wel-
fare of retired armed forces per-
sonnel. Authorities noted that 
the discipline, leadership abili-
ties and technical expertise de-
veloped during military service 
make ex-servicemen valuable 
assets in the civilian workforce.

‘PNG homes must surrender LPG cylinders by March 18’ 
Officials state adequate PNG stocks are available and the move is part of managing fuel supply and prioritizing a shift to piped gas

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government, on 
Monday, asked domestic and 
commercial LPG consumers, 
who also have piped natural 
gas (PNG) connections, to 
give up their LPG connec-
tions by March 18, as part of 
efforts to manage fuel supply 
and expand the use of PNG.

The directive was an-
nounced during a press con-
ference held at the Gujarat 
Assembly complex in Gand-
hinagar following the presen-
tation of the state's Budget 
estimates for 2026–27.

Gujarat Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs 
Department's Additional 

Chief  Secretary,  Mona 
Khandhar, said the state cur-
rently has adequate stocks of 
domestic LPG cylinders and 
that buffer stocks are continu-
ing to increase.

Kerosene distribution ar-
rangements are also being 
made in the state along with 
LPG, Khandhar said, adding 
that the state government is 
coordinating continuously 
with the Central government 
to ensure sufficient availabil-
ity of fuel.

She said that adequate stock 
of PNG is available across the 
state for both domestic and 
commercial use and that the 
state government is prioritis-
ing the transition of LPG con-

sumers to PNG where con-
nections already exist.

According to Khandhar, 
consumers, who have both 
LPG and PNG connections, 

have been asked to give up 
their LPG connections by 
March 18 as part of the gas 
conversion process.

The state government has 

also initiated arrangements to 
distribute kerosene in rural 
areas as an additional option 
alongside LPG supply.

Khandhar said the Central 
government has allocated 
1,452 kilolitres of kerosene, 
equivalent to 14,52,000 litres, 
to the state.

Of this, 36,000 litres have 
been allocated to each district. 
From this stock, five litres 
will be provided per family 
and 25 litres per institution. 
Necessary arrangements are 
being put in place, she added.

Officials also outlined sec-
tor-wise allocation of com-
mercial LPG for essential and 
semi-essential services.

Hospitals and educational 

institutions will receive 100 
per cent supply, while pharma 
companies, dairy industries, 
seed processing industries and 
airline and railway canteens 
will receive supply with a 70 
per cent cap.

Snapshots 
* PNG transition prioritized

* Kerosene distribution in 
rural areas

* Sector-wise LPG caps for 
services

* State monitoring gas  
agencies

* Buffer stocks of LPG 
increasing

Lakhs of indigenous families 
given land rights: Assam CM
GUWAHATI

In a post on the social media 
platform X, the Chief Minis-
ter said the state government 
has undertaken significant 
steps to ensure land owner-
ship for indigenous communi-
ties and tea garden workers, 
while also reclaiming land 
from illegal encroachments.

Highlighting the progress 
achieved under Mission 
Basundhara, Sarma said more 
than 2.3 lakh families have 
become landowners through 
the initiative. The programme 
was launched to streamline 
land records, resolve land-re-
lated disputes and provide 
land rights to eligible benefi-
ciaries across the state.

Staying true to our promise 
of protecting ‘Jati, Mati, Bhe-
ti’, our government has not 
only freed up lands from the 
clutches of encroachers but 
also given indigenous people 
land rights for the first time 
since Independence, Sarma 
said in his post.

The Chief Minister also 
stated that around 35 lakh tea 
garden families have been 
granted land pattas for tea es-
tate line lands. The move 
aims to provide legal owner-
ship and long-term security to 
tea garden workers who have 
been residing in these estates 
for generations without for-
mal land titles. According to 
Sarma, the government’s land 
reform measures are intended 
to address long-standing is-
sues related to land ownership 
and documentation, while 
strengthening socio-economic 
security for communities that 
historically lacked legal rights 
over the land they occupy.

He reiterated the govern-
ment’s stance against illegal 
encroachments, stating that 
land in Assam must be pre-
served for its rightful resi-
dents. Assam’s lands are for 
its people, not for encroach-
ers, the Chief Minister said.

Mission Basundhara forms 
a key component of the state 
government’s broader policy 
to strengthen land gover-
nance. Through this initiative, 
authorities are working to set-
tle land rights claims, correct 
land records and distribute 
land pattas to eligible fami-
lies, particularly among indig-
enous communities and tea 
garden workers.

The govt launched 
‘Mission Basundhara’ 

to streamline land 
records, resolve land-
related disputes and 
provide land rights to 
eligible beneficiaries 

across the state

2 killed in landslide at stone 
quarry in Bengal’s Birbhum

KOLKATA

According to police officials, 
the stone quarry where the ac-
cident occurred is owned by 
Sirajul Islam, who also serves 
as the chairperson of a stand-
ing committee of the Birbhum 
Zilla Parishad. 

Authorities said around 12 
to 14 workers were present at 
the site when the landslide oc-
curred while work was under-
way.

The sudden collapse of rock 
and debris trapped several la-
bourers working in the quarry. 
Local residents rushed to the 
spot and began rescue efforts 
even before police and emer-
gency teams arrived. Several 
workers were pulled out from 
the rubble during the initial 
rescue attempts.

Police later launched a for-
mal rescue operation, and the 
injured workers were shifted 
to a nearby hospital for treat-
ment. Officials confirmed 
that two workers died in the 
accident. 

However, authorities fear 

that the death toll could rise 
as some workers are suspect-
ed to still be trapped beneath 
the debris.

The incident has revived 
concerns about safety condi-
tions in stone quarries in the 
district. In September last 
year, a similar accident oc-
curred at a quarry in Nalhati, 
where five workers lost their 
lives after a collapse.

Monday’s tragedy has also 
triggered a political contro-
versy in the state. Leaders of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) demanded strict action 
against the quarry owner, al-
leging that the quarry was op-

erating illegally.
Dhruva Saha, former presi-

dent of the BJP’s Birbhum 
organisational district, alleged 
that the quarry was function-
ing in violation of regulations 
and called for immediate po-
lice action. He also pointed 
out that the Election Commis-
sion of India’s Model Code of 
Conduct for the Assembly 
elections had already come 
into force.

That quarry is illegal. The 
Model Code of Conduct for 
the Assembly elections has 
already come into force. We 
demand that the police make 
an arrest immediately, Saha  

SC declines to entertain 
journalist Ravi Nair's plea 

NEW DELHI

A Bench comprising Justices 
Vikram Nath and Sandeep 
Mehta briefly heard submis-
sions from senior advocate 
Anand Grover, who appeared 
on behalf of Nair. The Bench 
asked the journalist to first 
approach the Gujarat High 
Court for appropriate 
relief instead of di-
rectly invoking the 
Supreme Court’s ju-
risdiction.

N a i r  h a d  a p -
proached the apex 
court under Article 
32 of the Constitution of In-
dia, challenging a notice dat-
ed February 12, 2026, issued 
by the Ahmedabad Crime 
Branch directing him to ap-
pear before the agency for a 
preliminary enquiry.

The notice relates to an ar-
ticle published last year that 
was co-authored by Nair and 
journalist Pranshu Verma, 
who was serving as the New 
Delhi bureau chief of The 
Washington Post at the time.

According to the notice, 
Nair had been asked to appear 
in person before the Crime 

Branch in Ahmedabad on 
February 19 in connection 
with the enquiry concerning 
the article and a related social 
media post.

During the hearing, senior 
advocate Anand Grover ar-
gued that the Ahmedabad 
Crime Branch did not have 
the jurisdiction to issue such a 

notice in the matter. 
However, the Bench 
led by Justice Vikram 
Nath questioned why 
the petitioner had ap-
proached the Supreme 
Court directly without 
first seeking relief 

from the Gujarat High Court.
The court expressed its re-

luctance to entertain the peti-
tion at this stage and advised 
the journalist to approach the 
appropriate High Court.

When Grover requested 
interim protection from co-
ercive action, stating that 
Nair was based in New Del-
hi and feared arrest if re-
quired to appear before the 
Gujarat  authorit ies,  the 
Bench maintained its stance 
that the matter should be 
taken up before the jurisdic-
tional High Court.

HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) will corner Congress 
government in Telangana leg-
islature over unfulfilled poll 
promises, party’s working 
president and former minister 
K.T. Rama Rao said on 
Monday.

On the first day of 
the budget session of 
state legislature, he 
along with the party leg-
islators visited the Telan-
gana Martyrs’ Memorial (Gun 
Park) before attending the 
Assembly session.

BRS MLAs and MLCs paid 
tributes to the martyrs and 
staged a protest at the memo-
rial, raising slogans against 
the Congress government.

During the protest, BRS 
leaders demanded the immedi-
ate implementation of the 
promises made by the Con-
gress government, particularly 
the Six Guarantees. They also 
demanded that the government 
grant legal status to these 
guarantees and allocate ade-
quate funds in the state budget 

for their implementation.
Speaking to the media later, 

KTR said that it has been a 
long-standing tradition for 
BRS legislators to pay re-
spects to the martyrs whose 
sacrifices made the formation 
of Telangana possible before 

attending Assembly ses-
sions.

KTR strongly criti-
cised the Congress 
government in Telan-

gana for what he de-
scribed as a betrayal of 

farmers and the people of the 
state. He alleged that the Con-
gress government has de-
ceived every section of soci-
ety by failing to fulfil the 
promises it made before com-
ing to power.

The BRS leader said that 
the BRS will raise these issues 
forcefully during the ongoing 
Assembly budget session and 
expose what he called the 
Congress party’s betrayal of 
Telangana. He particularly 
criticised the government’s al-
leged plan to allocate ₹1000 
crore to Rahul Gandhi while 
neglecting farmers in the state.

BRS to corner Cong govt 
in T’gana Assembly over 

unkept promises

SC quashes criminal case 
against Ashoka varsity prof  

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day quashed criminal pro-
ceedings against Ashoka Uni-
versity's  political science 
professor Ali Khan Mahmud-
abad, after the Haryana gov-
ernment informed the apex 
court that it had refused to 
grant sanction for his prosecu-
tion over social media posts 
related to 'Operation Sindoor'.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India Surya Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi recorded the 
submission of Additional So-
licitor General(ASG) SV 
Raju, appearing for the Hary-
ana government, that it had 
decided not to proceed with 
prosecution as a one-time ges-
ture of magnanimity.

As a one-time magnanimi-
ty, the sanction is refused. The 
chapter is closed. He can be 
warned that this is not repeat-
ed again, ASG Raju submitted 
before the top court.

While disposing of the mat-
ter, the CJI–led Bench also 
issued a word of caution to 
the petitioner, observing that 
he should act prudently in the 
future.

Sometimes writing in a 

manner which can be read be-
tween the lines creates more 
problems. Sometimes the sit-
uation is sensitive, and we all 
have to be careful, the apex 
court observed.

It further said that it had no 
reason to doubt that Mahmu-
dabad, being a highly learned 
professor, would act responsi-
bly in the future.

The Supreme Court was 
hearing a petition filed by 
Mahmudabad seeking the 
quashing of the criminal pro-
ceedings initiated against him 
over two social media posts 
concerning Operation Sin-
door, India’s cross-border 
military response to Pakistan 
following the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack.

In an earlier hearing, the CJI-
led bench had impressed upon 
the Haryana government to re-
consider the matter and close 
the criminal case by declining 
sanction for prosecution.
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Delhi CM shares plan to 
convert 3 major hospitals 

into AIIMS-style

Seat-sharing in DMK 
alliance face strain as 

allies seek larger share

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 

Gupta on Monday pro-
posed integrating Guru 
Teg Bahadur Hospital, 

Delhi State Cancer Insti-
tute, and Rajiv Gandhi Su-

per Speciality Hospital 
into a single super medi-
cal hub modelled on the 
lines of the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS). In her tweet, CM 
Gupta said, GTB Hospital, 
Delhi State Cancer Insti-

tute, and Rajiv Gandhi Su-
per Speciality Hospital 

are being integrated and 
developed into a super 

medical hub on the lines 
of AIIMS. This will in-

crease bed availability, 
simplify the process of 
tests and referrals, and 
reduce waiting times so 

that every patient can re-
ceive timely, fast, and bet-

ter treatment.

Chennai
Seat-sharing negotiations 
within the DMK-led Secu-

lar Progressive Alliance 
(SPA) have entered a dif-
ficult phase, with several 
long-time allies pressing 

for a greater share of con-
stituencies ahead of the 

upcoming Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections. Leaders 

of the Left parties and 
smaller allies have con-
veyed their concerns to 

the DMK leadership, argu-
ing that their electoral 

performance and grass-
roots presence warrant 

an increase in seats com-
pared to what they con-

tested in the 2021 Assem-
bly polls. The discussions 
come at a time when the 

alliance has expanded, 
making the distribution of 

constituencies more 
complex.

Govt warns of deepfake video of  
ex-Army chief with misleading claims

The PIB fact check unit issued a warning about an AI-generated 
deepfake video of former Chief of Army Staff Manoj Pande being 

circulated online by Pakistani propaganda accounts
NEW DELHI

In a statement, the Press In-
formation Bureau Fact Check 
unit clarified that the circulat-
ing video has been digitally 
manipulated and does not rep-
resent any genuine statement 
made by Gen. Manoj Pande 
(Retd.). According to the 
agency, certain Pakistani pro-
paganda accounts have been 
sharing the altered clip on so-
cial media platforms with 
misleading claims intended to 
create confusion about the In-
dian Army.

The PIB Fact Check unit 
stated that the video is an 
AI-generated deepfake, a 
form of digitally altered me-
dia created using artificial in-
telligence to imitate a per-
son’s appearance, voice, or 
actions. The agency stressed 
that the retired Army chief 
has not made any such re-

marks and cautioned citizens 
against believing or sharing 
the content without verifying 
its authenticity.

Officials said the manipu-
lated clip appears to show the 
former Army chief making 
controversial comments about 
the functioning and conduct 

of the Indian Army. In the 
video, he is falsely portrayed 
as claiming that India’s sup-
port for Israel has caused 
losses to the Indian Army and 
that soldiers are being forced 
to become an ethnic force. 
The clip also misleadingly 
suggests that Israeli instruc-

tors are training Indian Army 
personnel to dehumanise cer-
tain communities and warns 
of a possible revolt within the 
armed forces.

The PIB described the cir-
culation of such videos as part 
of a coordinated disinforma-
tion campaign aimed at mis-
leading the public and under-
mining trust in the Indian 
Armed Forces. Authorities 
emphasised that these tactics 
are often used to spread false 
narratives and create mistrust 
through fabricated content.

The fact-checking unit 
urged citizens and social me-
dia users to remain vigilant 
and rely only on verified in-
formation from official gov-
ernment sources. It also ad-
vised people not to share un-
verified videos or posts on-
line, as doing so can uninten-
tionally amplify misinforma-
tion and propaganda.

Expelled CPI-M 
leader Kunhikrishnan 
enters Payyannur fray
KANNUR

Kunhikrishnan, once a widely 
popular grassroots leader of 
the CPI(M) in Kannur district, 
had been embroiled in a pro-
longed confrontation with the 
party’s local leadership over 
allegations of misappropria-
tion of funds meant for a mar-
tyrs’ memorial account. 

The dispute had been sim-
mering for several months 
before escalating when the 
veteran leader published a 
book outlining his version of 
events and accusing certain 
party leaders of manipulating 
the issue against him.

The controversy ultimately 
led to his expulsion from the 
CPI(M), bringing an end to 
his long-standing relationship 
with the party that has domi-
nated politics in the region for 
decades. Following his expul-
sion, Kunhikrishnan declared 
that he would take his case 
directly to the people by con-
testing the election inde-
pendently. I will meet every 
voter in the constituency and 
seek their support. During the 
course of my campaign, I will 
explain in detail why I was 
forced to take this step and 
why I have decided to contest, 
he said while announcing his 
candidature.

Kunhikrishnan will face the 
sitting CPI(M) legislator T. I. 
Madhusoodanan, whom he 
has openly accused of playing 
a key role in the alleged ma-
nipulation that led to his ex-
pulsion from the party.

The contest is significant 
because Payyannur has long 
been regarded as a stronghold 
of the Left in Kerala politics. 
Internal party dynamics in the 
constituency have often 
played a decisive role in de-
termining electoral outcomes. 
The seat has historically re-

mained with the CPI(M), re-
flecting the party’s deep or-
ganisational roots in the re-
gion.

In the 2021 Kerala Legisla-
tive Assembly election, Mad-
husoodanan secured a deci-
sive victory, winning the con-
stituency by a margin of more 
than 49,000 votes. However, 
Kunhikrishnan’s entry into 
the race as an Independent 
candidate has introduced a 
new element of uncertainty, 
raising the possibility of a 
split in the traditional Left 
vote bank.

Political observers believe 
the development could trans-
form the Payyannur contest 
into one of the most closely 
watched battles in northern 
Kerala, as internal dissent 
within the Left camp may in-
fluence the electoral arithme-
tic in the constituency.

A dramatic political 
contest is unfolding in 

the northern Kerala 
constituency of  
Payyannur after 

expelled veteran Left 
leader V 

Kunhikrishnan 
announced on Monday 
that he will contest the 

upcoming Assembly 
elections as an 

independent candidate

Murmu, Modi express grief over 
Cuttack hospital blaze

Voting for Rajya 
Sabha polls 
underway in 

Bihar Assembly
PATNA

Voting for five Rajya Sabha 
seats from Bihar was under-
way at the Assembly on Mon-
day with leaders from both 
the ruling National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) and the 
opposition Mahagathbandhan 
(Grand Alliance) arriving to 
cast their votes. The polling 
process began at 9 a.m. and 
will continue until 4 p.m., 
while counting of votes will 
start at 5 p.m., and the final 
results are expected to be de-
clared shortly afterwards. 
Leader of the Opposition Te-
jashwi Yadav cast his vote 
and launched a sharp attack 
on Nitish Kumar and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. He al-
leged that since Nitish Kumar 
left the INDIA bloc in 2024 
and joined the NDA, the BJP 
has been plotting politically 
against him.

BHUBANESWAR

According to officials, the fire 
broke out in the ICU of the 
Trauma Care Centre at SCB 
Medical College, leading to 
the deaths of ten patients and 
injuries to several others. Au-
thorities promptly shifted the 
affected patients to safer loca-
tions within the hospital, and 
treatment for the injured is 
continuing.

Expressing grief over the in-
cident, President Droupadi 
Murmu conveyed her condo-
lences to the bereaved families 
through a post on social media. 
Deeply distressed by the loss 
of lives in the tragic fire inci-
dent at a hospital in Cuttack, 
Odisha. My heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved families. 
I wish a speedy recovery to 
those injured, she said.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also expressed his con-
dolences and announced an 
ex-gratia payment of ₹2 lakh 
each for the next of kin of the 
deceased from the Prime Min-
ister’s National Relief Fund 
(PMNRF).  In addit ion, 
₹50,000 will be provided to 
those injured in the incident.

The mishap at a hospital in 

Cuttack, Odisha, is deeply 
painful. Condolences to those 
who have lost their loved 
ones. I pray for the speedy re-
covery of the injured, the 
Prime Minister said in a mes-
sage posted by the Prime 
Minister's Office.

Several other leaders also 
expressed grief over the trage-
dy. Odisha Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati said he 
was deeply saddened by the 
incident and assured that af-
fected patients had been quick-
ly moved to safe locations 
while their treatment continued 
without interruption.

Union Education Minister 

Dharmendra Pradhan and 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Odisha Assembly Naveen 
Patnaik also conveyed their 
condolences to the families of 
the victims.

Naveen Patnaik described 
the incident as deeply sadden-
ing and prayed for the eternal 
peace of the departed souls. 
He urged the state govern-
ment to ensure the best possi-
ble medical care for those in-
jured in the fire. Patnaik also 
said he had directed the May-
or of Cuttack and the MLA of 
Tangi-Choudwar to visit the 
site and provide necessary as-
sistance to those affected.

NEW DELHI

R. Venkataramani, Attorney Gen-
eral for India, has called for a new 
framework for plea bargaining 
based on social, cultural, econom-
ic theories and practices at the 
inaugural session of the seminar 
on Delivering Justice in Time: 
Global Practices and Indian Expe-
riences, jointly organised by O.P. 
Jindal Global University and the 

National Law University Delhi.
Plea bargaining is becoming 

universal. There’s a new need for 
a national protocol for plea bar-
gaining, a national protocol that 
can be evolved and which can, in 
a very healthy way, advise, guide, 
and counsel practitioners as well 
as victims of justice, so that the 
protocol can work more transpar-
ently and objectively. The legal 
and civil authorities should be 

prepared to play important roles. 
The Chief Justice of India has 
consented to have a strong inter-
nal discussion on it. Existing legal 
mechanisms will also be made 
ready to look through a new lens, 
and there is a concession for the 
defense and the resource manage-
ment for the state. The resource 
management for the state is not 
only relevant for the plea bargain-
ing aspect. It is a resource value 

for the state, essentially, like an 
economic principle that should 
run through the entire administra-
tion of justice. This is why I have 
been thinking about a National 
Institute for Criminal Justice Ad-
ministration, which will also have 
an everyday index where we 
watch the measurement and per-
formance. Those who practice in 
the trial court will find out how 
painful it is for people to simply 

waste their resources for govern-
ments, institutions, people, law-
yers, and judges, as well as time! 
Venkataramani said.

A Legal Health Index is import-
ant for our country. The Legal 
Health Index will probably identi-
fy factors that will include preven-
tative and predictable procedures, 
the ease of justice, what roles each 
one of us can play, and what kind 
of resource investment we require. 

ECI seeks detailed report on cops transferred after Feb 28
KOLKATA

The Election Commission of India (ECI) 
had sought a detailed report from the 
West Bengal government on the police 
officers whose transfer orders were an-
nounced after February 28, which was 
the date of the publication of the final 
voters’ list, minus those cases which 
were referred for the ongoing judicial 
adjudication after being classified 
under the logical discrepancy 
category. 

In the letter from the Addi-
tional Chief Electoral Officer 
(ACEO) to the Additional Di-
rector General of Police (legal) 
& state police nodal officer for 
the polls, the Commission also 
sought a report on police officers who 
have been employed after superannua-
tion.

In another communique to the state 
government, the ECI had also sought the 
details of those police officers under 
whose jurisdiction incidents of poll–re-
lated violence occurred both in the 2021 
state Assembly elections and the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections.

In continuation to the earlier Memo as 
noted above along with the reply referred 
to above, I am directed to request you to 
provide another list of police station lev-
el officers under whose jurisdiction inci-
dences of pre-poll, as well as poll-day 
violence in 2021 Assembly Election and 
pre-poll, poll day as well as post-poll vi-
olence in 2024-Lok Sabha Election took 
place, read the second communique.

In fact, information about the po-
lice officials tainted by either in-
volvement or remaining inactive 
during poll-related violence both 
in 2021 and 2024 was passed by 
the Chief Election Commission-
er (CEC), Gyanesh Kumar, while 

he announced the two-phase poll-
ing in West Bengal on April 23 and 

April 29. He also said that the Commis-
sion will take necessary action in the 
matter. In the first phase of elections on 
April 23, there will be polling for 152 
Assembly constituencies, and in the sec-
ond phase on April 29, there will be poll-
ing for 142 Assembly constituencies. 
The last few Assembly elections in West 
Bengal were held in seven to eight 
phases.

ED conducts raids in ‘illegal’ call centre case in Bengal
KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
on Monday conducted raids at 
around 10 locations across West 
Bengal as part of its probe into the 
operations of an alleged illegal call 
centre, an official of the central 
agency said. 

According to the official, the 
searches were conducted at about 
10 premises in Siliguri, Howrah, 
Bidhannagar and Durgapur. The 
investigation is focused on the ac-
tivities of an illegal call centre. 
However, it was not clear whether 
the investigation is linked to any  
political funding or the electoral 
process in the poll-bound state.

As per information, individuals 
identified as Surashree Kar, Samrat 
Ghosh and Subhajit Chakraborty, 
among others, are being searched. 
According to the official, a number 
of people are alleged to have been 
cheated through the illegal call 

centres, which are under the scan-
ner of the central investigation 
agency.

During the search operations, ED 
sleuths examined digital devices, 
financial records and other related 
documents to trace the funds gen-
erated through the suspected call 
centre scam. The agency is also 
trying to identify persons running 
the operation and the channels 
used to transfer the proceeds of 
crime.

The development came a day af-
ter the Election Commission an-
nounced the Assembly polls in 
West Bengal.

Tripura announces 5% 
additional DA, DR for 

employees, pensioners
AGARTALA

The Tripura government on 
Monday announced a 5 per 
cent hike in Dearness Allow-
ance (DA) and Dearness Re-
lief (DR) for 1,83,582 govern-
ment employees and pension-
ers in the state.

Making the announcement 
on the second day of the on-
going Budget session of the 
Tripura Assembly, Chief Min-
ister Manik Saha informed the 
House that the revised DA 
and DR would come into ef-
fect from April 1, 2026.

The announcement drew 
desk-thumping from members 
of the treasury bench. The 
Chief Minister made the an-
nouncement soon after Fi-
nance, Planning and Coordi-
nation Minister Pranajit Sing-
ha Roy presented the 2026–27 
Budget in the Assembly.

To implement the addition-
al DA and DR, the state gov-
ernment will incur an extra 
expenditure of about Rs 500 
crore annually, Saha told the 
House.

Opposition members, in-
cluding former minister Sudip 
Roy Barman of the Congress 
and Leader of the Opposition 
Jitendra Chaudhury of the 
CPI-M, said the DA and DR 
hike should have been includ-
ed in the Finance Minister’s 
budget proposals.

The Chief Minister has vio-
lated established norms and 

convention, Roy Barman al-
leged, amid heated exchanges 
between treasury and opposi-
tion benches.

Jitendra Chaudhury, also a 
former minister and CPI-M 
Tripura state secretary, asked 
the Chief Minister to clarify 
the status of the pending DA 
and DR dues of state govern-
ment employees and pension-
ers.

While Saha attempted to 
respond to the queries raised 
by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, disruptions over other 
issues prevented him from 
completing his reply, prompt-
ing Acting Speaker Ram 
Prasad Paul to adjourn the 
House.

A Finance Department offi-
cial said the decision would 
benefit more than 1,02,563 
government employees and 
81,019 pensioners. The offi-
cial noted that after coming to 
power in March 2018, the 
BJP-led government revised 
pay scales with effect from 
October 1, 2018, based on the 
recommendations of the 7th 
Central Pay Commission.

Since then, the state gov-
ernment has announced addi-
tional DA and DR hikes on 
several occasions for employ-
ees and pensioners. State gov-
ernment employees and pen-
sioners have long demanded 
parity in DA and DR with 
their counterparts in the Cen-
tral government.
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QUICK READ
Japan stresses  

peace amid  
Hormuz tensions

Eleven Indians  
charged over fake  

US robberies

Israel launches 
targeted ground 

operations Lebanon

Tokyo
Japan’s Defence Minister 

Shinjiro Koizumi spoke with 
U.S. Secretary of War Pete 
Hegseth, emphasizing the 
need to keep the Strait of 
Hormuz safe and stable. 

Hegseth assured Japan that 
U.S. forces in the country 

will remain unchanged and 
highlighted efforts to 

strengthen the U.S.-Japan 
alliance. While Japan, Aus-
tralia, and other nations are 

cautious about sending 
warships, Koizumi con-

firmed Tokyo will maintain 
close communication with 
allies. The global oil route 
remains at risk due to the 

Iran conflict. Leaders world-
wide, including in South Ko-
rea, Britain, and Canada, are 

reviewing options, but no 
new military commitments 

have been made yet.

Boston
Eleven Indian nationals were 
charged in the U.S. for alleg-
edly staging fake armed rob-
beries to help people get il-
legal U visas. Prosecutors 

said the scheme, starting in 
March 2023, involved 

threats at convenience 
stores, liquor shops, and 

fast-food outlets. Victims 
were paid to appear in re-

ports of the robberies, while 
organizers coordinated the 
fake crimes. Some partici-
pants even paid to include 

relatives. Six of the accused 
were arrested in Massachu-

setts, with others in Ken-
tucky, Missouri, and Ohio, all 
headed to Boston for court. 
Convictions could bring up 
to five years in prison and 

fines of $250,000.

Tel Aviv
The Israel Defence Forces 

(IDF) began limited ground 
operations in southern Leb-
anon, targeting Hezbollah 

positions, officials said. The 
move aims to strengthen Is-
rael’s northern defenses and 

dismantle terrorist infra-
structure. Prior to the ground 

deployment, artillery and 
airstrikes hit key targets to 
prepare the area. IDF units, 

including the 91st and 146th 
Divisions, are focused on 
protecting Galilee settle-

ments while minimizing ci-
vilian harm. Night-vision 

footage showed soldiers in-
specting buildings and mov-
ing through dense terrain. Is-
rael blamed Hezbollah, sup-
ported by Iran, for escalating 
the conflict. The operations 
mark a significant increase 
in regional tension as Israel 
seeks to secure its border.

Canada, India join for skills training
NEW DELHI

A high-level group of Canadi-
an college leaders arrived in 
India recently to begin a 
week-long mission focused 
on workforce training. Orga-
nized by Colleges and Insti-
tutes Canada, the delegation 
plans to visit New Delhi, 
Bengaluru, and Mumbai 
through March 20. 

This initiative aims to build 
a stronger bridge between the 
two nations by sharing exper-
tise in practical, industry-fo-
cused education and profes-
sional skill development.

This visit follows a February 
2026 meeting between Cana-
dian Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney and Indian officials, which 
launched a new joint strategy 
for talent and innovation. 
Leaders from famous schools 
like Humber Polytechnic, Cen-
tennial College, and Vancou-

ver Community College are 
participating in the trip. They 
are joined by top executives 
who believe that aligning edu-
cational standards will help 
students in both countries find 
better jobs in the modern glob-
al economy.

Throughout the week, the 
Canadian team will meet with 
government officials and 
business leaders to discuss 
long-term partnerships. The 
goal is to create joint training 
programs that use Canada’s 
famous polytechnic model, 
which emphasizes hands-on 
learning over traditional lec-
tures. By working together, 

both countries hope to prepare 
young workers for emerging 
industries and high-tech man-
ufacturing roles.

Canadian High Commis-
sioner Chris Cooter noted that 
India’s massive young popu-
lation offers a unique oppor-
tunity for collaboration. Offi-
cials believe that better skills 
training will not only boost 
economic growth but also di-
versify trade ties for the fu-
ture. As the mission unfolds, 
both nations are looking to-
ward a future where education 
and research move seamlessly 
across borders.

TALENT INNOVATION STRATEGY 
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Global oil shock: Japan taps massive oil reserves 
Japan begins unprecedented oil release from emergency reserves to stabilize 

economy amid Middle East conflict and blocked shipping routes.

Massive evacuation 
underway as Gulf 

crisis deepens

China urges 
stability amid 

rising sea tensions

US issues new 
travel advice  

for Gulf

BEIJING 

China has issued a strong call 
for peace in the Strait of Hor-
muz as global tensions threat-
en one of the world’s most 
vital trade routes. 

The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry urged all nations in-
volved to stop military actions 
immediately and prevent the 
situation from spiraling out of 
control. This appeal comes at 
a critical time, as reports sug-
gest the United States is plan-
ning to form a multinational 
naval coalition to escort mer-
chant ships through these dan-
gerous waters.

Spokesperson Lin Jian de-
scribed the narrow waterway 
as a “vital artery” for global 
energy and trade. Because so 
much of the world’s oil and 
gas passes through this single 
point between Iran and Oman, 
any disruption could send 
shockwaves through the glob-
al economy. China, which re-
lies heavily on energy imports 
from the region, believes that 
keeping the shipping lanes 
open and safe is a shared re-
sponsibility for every country.

The Trump administration 
has reportedly reached out to 
several major nations, includ-
ing China, to help police the 
area. While the U.S. looks to 
build a protective fleet, Bei-
jing is focusing on a diplo-
matic approach. Chinese offi-
cials are emphasizing that the 
primary goal should be to 
“cool down” the conflict 
through dialogue rather than 
increasing military presence. 
They warned that further es-
calation could lead to regional 
turmoil that would hurt busi-
nesses and consumers world-
wide. As the international 
community watches closely, 
China remains in contact with 
all sides, hoping to find a 
peaceful way to ensure that 
global trade can continue 
without interruption or fear.

DUBAI

The United States government 
has issued an updated travel ad-
visory for its citizens currently 
living in or visiting the Gulf 
region. While commercial 
flights remain available from 
major hubs like Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, officials warned that 
sudden cancellations are in-
creasingly likely.  This alert 
follows a period of heightened 
regional tension involving the 
United States, Israel, and Iran, 
which has directly impacted the 
safety of international air travel 
and local security.

According to the advisory, 
land borders between the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Saudi Ara-
bia, and Oman currently remain 
open. However, travelers are 
urged to prepare for last-minute 
schedule changes. In Saudi Ara-
bia, airports in Riyadh, Jeddah, 
and Dammam are still opera-
tional, but frequent missile and 
drone threats have led to strict 
air traffic restrictions. In a sig-
nificant move, U.S. government 
employees stationed in Saudi 
Arabia have already been di-
rected to shelter in place until 
further notice.

The warning comes shortly 
after a brief suspension of 
flights at Dubai International 
Airport due to a drone-related 
incident. Although authorities 
confirmed the situation was 
quickly brought under control, 
the event highlighted the unpre-
dictable nature of the current 
environment. Travelers are be-
ing told to remain extremely 
alert and stay in close contact 
with the U.S. Embassy for re-
al-time updates.

Israel destroys top 
Iranian leadership 

logistics plane
TEL AVIV

The  I s rae l i  Ai r  Force 
launched a high-stakes mis-
sion overnight, destroying a 
primary aircraft used by Iran’s 
top leadership at Mehrabad 
International Airport. 

The targeted plane was a 
vital asset for the late Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei 
and other high-ranking offi-
cials. Military experts de-
scribe its destruction as a sig-
nificant blow to Tehran’s abil-
ity to coordinate with regional 
allies and manage sensitive 
diplomatic missions.

According to official mili-
tary statements, the aircraft 
served as a mobile command 
center and a logistics tool for 
military procurement. By re-
moving this strategic asset, 
Israel aims to disrupt the syn-
ergy between Iran’s central 
government and its various 
regional partners. Officials 
noted that losing this specific 
plane hinders the regime’s 
mobility and its capacity to 
rebuild military strength 
during the current conflict.

This strike was part of a 
massive, ongoing aerial oper-
ation. Over the last twen-

ty-four hours, Israeli jets hit 
more than 200 locations 
across western and central 
Iran. The targets included so-
phisticated missile batteries, 
air defense systems, and se-
cret production sites for com-
bat gear. Israel utilized its 
advanced F-35I Adir stealth 
fighters to bypass defenses 
and reach deep into Iranian 
territory.

The latest wave of strikes 
highlights a systematic effort 
to degrade Iran’s ballistic mis-
sile network. Analysts believe 
the precision of these attacks 
signals a new phase in the 
conflict, focusing on the in-
frastructure that keeps the Ira-
nian leadership connected to 
its international interests. As 
the mission continues, Israel 
remains committed to limiting 
the regime’s operational flex-
ibility and protecting its own 
borders from long-range 
threats.

NEW DELHI 

More than 2,20,000 Indian 
citizens have successfully re-
turned home since the end of 
February as conflict continues 
to shake West Asia.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs confirmed that a mas-
sive rescue operation is in full 
swing, with forty-five flights 
from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, and Qatar scheduled to 
land at various Indian air-
ports.

While many are flying 
back, others are taking diffi-
cult land routes to escape the 
danger. Around 640 Indians, 
including many pilgrims who 
were visiting Iran, have 
crossed into neighboring Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan.

Indian embassy teams have 
been working around the 
clock at these borders to han-
dle paperwork and ensure ev-
eryone stays safe. Despite the 
chaos, the embassy in Tehran 
remains open, moving stu-

dents to secure areas away 
from the fighting.

The crisis has also turned 
tragic, with two Indian na-
tionals killed during recent 
attacks in Oman. Officials in 
Muscat are currently working 
with grieving families to 
bring their loved ones home. 
On the water, the situation is 
equally tense. Twenty-two In-
dian ships with over 600 sail-
ors are being monitored as 
they navigate the Persian 
Gulf. Fortunately, a major 
tanker carrying 81,000 tonnes 
of crude oil and a gas carrier 
are both safely on their way to 
Indian ports.

World leaders are now 
watching the region closely as 
vital shipping lanes remain 
blocked. While international 
pressure grows for a cease-
fire, the Indian government 
says its main goal is clear: 
bringing every citizen home 
safely and keeping the na-
tion’s energy supplies moving 
during this unstable time.

The Israeli Air Force struck Iran overnight, 
destroying a key aircraft and hitting over 200 

strategic sites, aiming to disrupt leadership 
mobility and regional military coordination.

TOKYO 

Japan has officially begun the 
largest oil release in its histo-
ry to protect its economy 
from the escalating conflict in 
the Middle East. 

The government opened up 
its private emergency stocks, 
releasing fifteen days’ worth 
of fuel to ensure gas stations 
and factories remain powered. 
This bold move comes as the 
effective closure of the Strait 
of Hormuz blocks nearly all 
traditional shipping routes 
used to bring oil into the 
country.

Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi announced that this 
is only the first step. By the 
end of March, the govern-
ment will release another full 
month of supply from its 
own national stockpiles. Ja-

p a n  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
well-prepared for this crisis, 
between private, government, 
and joint reserves, the nation 
holds enough oil to last for 
254 days. This massive safe-
ty net allows the country to 
function for over eight 
months even if not a single 

new drop of oil arrives by 
sea.

This action is part of a 
global rescue plan led by the 
International Energy Agency, 
which is injecting over 400 
million barrels into the world 
market to stop prices from 
spiraling. While Japan is 

flooding the market with oil, 
it is staying out of the military 
conflict. Despite pressure 
from the US to send warships 
to the region, Tokyo has de-
clined, citing legal limits. In-
stead, Japan’s leaders are fo-
cusing on “peace through 
strength” by securing their 
own energy and working 
closely with allies to find a 
diplomatic way to reopen the 
seas.

Israel proves PM 
Netanyahu is alive

NEW DELHI

Israel’s Ambassador to India, 
Reuven Azar, has officially 
stepped forward to crush viral 
social media rumors claiming 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu had passed away. In a 
direct statement addressing the 
digital firestorm, Azar con-
firmed that the Israeli leader is 
“very much alive” and well. 
He dismissed claims that re-
cent footage of the Prime Min-
ister was a high-tech hoax, la-
beling the speculation as dan-
gerous disinformation.

The controversy peaked af-
ter skeptics online began ana-
lyzing videos for “AI glitch-
es.” Some users claimed to 
see extra fingers in previous 
clips, a common sign of poor-
ly generated artificial intelli-
gence. To counter these bi-
zarre theories, Netanyahu 
shared a casual video on so-
cial media showing him 
drinking coffee at a local cafe. 
In the footage, he pointedly 

raised his hand to display five 
fingers, a silent but clear re-
sponse to critics who alleged 
that deepfake technology had 
been used to hide his absence.

Ambassador Azar told re-
porters in New Delhi that he 
has personally seen the Prime 
Minister in Israel recently. He 
emphasized that the cafe vid-
eo is completely authentic and 
not a product of AI manipula-
tion. Israeli officials are now 
working hard to stop the 
spread of these baseless alle-
gations, which they say are 
designed to cause public con-
fusion.

Experts note that this 
strange episode highlights a 
growing problem for world 
leaders in the digital age. As 
deepfake technology becomes 
more common, even genuine 
videos are being questioned by 
the public. For now, the Israeli 
government hopes this clear 
evidence will finally silence 
the rumors and reassure the 
world of Netanyahu’s health.

India thanks Armenia for 
evacuating citizens safely

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar expressed 
his heartfelt thanks to Ar-
menia for helping evacu-
ate 550 Indians from Iran 
amid the rising conflict 
there.

In a post on X, Jaishan-
kar praised the Armenian 
government and people for 
their support during this 
difficult time. The evacua-
tion was carefully planned 
through diplomatic coordi-
nation between New Del-
hi, Yerevan, and Tehran.

Among the evacuees 
were over 70 students, 
mostly from Jammu and 
Kashmir, who had been 
stranded at universities in 
Iran such as Urmia and 
Tehran University of Med-

ical Sciences. They trav-
eled long distances by bus 
to reach Armenia’s Zvart-
nots International Airport 
before flying home safely.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Students Association 
confirmed the students 
faced increasing security 
risks due to the ongoing 
war. The Indian embassy 
in Tehran and Armenian 
authorities worked closely 
to ensure their safety. The 
evacuation reflects India’s 
commitment to protecting 
its citizens abroad.

Total capacity
Japan possesses one 
of the world’s largest 

emergency oil reserves, 
with enough supply for 
roughly 254 days, com-
bining both private and 

state reserves.

Key Sectors
Training initiatives target 

high-growth areas 
including AI, sustainable 

mining (critical miner-
als), and agri-food.

Rights groups urge Rahman to protect freedom
DHAKA

Nine major international hu-
man rights organizations have 
issued a joint letter to Bangla-
desh’s newly elected Prime 
Minister, Tarique Rahman, urg-
ing his government to place 
human rights at the center of 
its legislative agenda after his 

party’s landslide February vic-
tory. Groups including Amnes-
ty International and Human 
Rights Watch welcomed the 
end of the previous regime’s 
abuses but warned that arbi-
trary arrests and threats to jour-
nalists and religious minorities 
persist. Meenakshi Ganguly 
said Rahman has a strong man-

date to build independent insti-
tutions that uphold the rule of 
law and protect free expres-
sion. The groups also called for 
ending unlawful detentions, 
ensuring accountability for past 
abuses, safeguarding Rohingya 
refugees, and strengthening a 
credible National Human 
Rights Commission.
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Hat trick for Raphinha as 
Barca beats Sevilla 5-2

Barcelona surged early as João Cancelo’s foul led to Raphinha’s double penalty

BARCELONA

Raphinha scored a hat trick, in-
cluding two penalties, as Barce-
lona routed Sevilla 5-2, reclaim-
ing a four-point lead over Real 
Madrid at the top of La Liga 
and boosting morale ahead of 
their Champions League clash 
against Newcastle.

Barcelona took an early lead 
when Portugal defender João 
Cancelo was fouled in the box, 
allowing Raphinha to score a 
ninth-minute Panenka penalty 
that deceived goalkeeper Odys-
seas Vlachodimos. A second 
penalty in the 18th minute, 
again converted by Raphinha, 
extended Barcelona’s domi-
nance. Dani Olmo added a 
third from Marc Bernal’s cross 
in the 38th minute.

Sevilla pulled one back 
through Oso just before half-
time, but Raphinha completed 
his hat trick after the break 
with a deflected shot that sailed 
over Vlachodimos. Cancelo 
then added a goal of his own, 
while Djibril Sow scored a late 
consolation for Sevilla, sealing 
the 5-2 scoreline.

The victory marked Barcelo-
na’s fourth consecutive league 
win and came after a dramatic 
1-1 draw against Newcastle in 
the first leg of their Champions 
League last-16 tie, rescued by 
Lamine Yamal’s last-minute 
penalty. Meanwhile, Real Ma-
drid’s 4-1 win over Elche had 
temporarily cut Barcelona’s 
lead to one point, making Sun-
day’s emphatic performance 
crucial.

Barcelona midfielder Gavi 
returned after more than 200 
days sidelined due to a 
right knee meniscus op-
eration, coming on in 
the 82nd minute to 
warm applause from 
fans.

Elsewhere in La 
Liga, Mallorca ral-
lied to defeat Espan-
yol 2-1, Real Betis 
drew 1-1 with Celta 
Vigo, and Real So-
ciedad’s Gonçalo 
Guedes scored twice 
as his team beat Osasuna 3-1.

Raphinha’s hat trick and 
Barcelona’s dominant display 
not only solidify their league 
lead but also inject confi-
dence for the critical Euro-
pean fixtures ahead.

West Asia crisis forces Argentina-
Spain Finalissima in Qatar cancellation
DOHA

The highly anticipated Fina-
lissima tie between Argentina 
and Spain, scheduled for 
March 27 at Lusail Interna-

tional Stadium in Qatar, 
has been officially can-
celled due to escalating 
tensions in the Middle 
East.

The match, pitting 
Copa America champi-

ons Argentina against 
EURO 2024 winners 

Spain, was intended as a 
marquee fixture ahead of the 

FIFA World Cup 2026 begin-
ning on June 11. UEFA con-
firmed that the ongoing con-
flict, triggered by Iran’s inten-
sified retaliatory attacks fol-
lowing aerial strikes by the 
United States and Israel, 
made the security of the event 
untenable. “After much dis-
cussion between UEFA and 
the organising authorities in 
Qatar, the Finalissima… can-
not be played as hoped on 27 
March,” the European gov-
erning body announced on X.

UEFA explored alternative 
venues, including Madrid’s 
Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, 

with a proposed 50:50 split of 
supporters. However, the Ar-
gentine Football Association 
rejected this option. A two-
legged arrangement, with a 
match in Madrid and a return 
fixture in Buenos Aires before 
the 2028 Euros and Copa 
America, was also declined. 
“Regrettably, UEFA said the 
match taking place on the 
31st… was not possible, and 
so the Finalissima was can-
celled,” CONMEBOL stated, 
expressing deep regret despite 
extensive efforts to find a 
neutral ground.

The cancellation adds to a 
growing list of global sporting 
disruptions caused by the 
West Asia crisis. Formula 1 

races in Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia, originally scheduled 
for April, have been called 
off, and US President Donald 
Trump suggested Iran may be 
barred from participating in 
the World Cup co-hosted by 
the US, Canada, and Mexico.

The Finalissima, first held 
in 2022, saw Argentina clinch 
the inaugural edition with a 
3-0 victory over Italy at Wem-
bley Stadium. Sunday’s can-
cellation underscores the 
far-reaching impact of geopo-
litical instability on interna-
tional sports, depriving fans of 
a high-profile clash between 
Lionel Messi’s Argentina and 
Spain, led by emerging talents 
including Lamine Yamal.

Tensions in the 
Middle East force 

cancellation of  
Argentina-Spain 

Finalissima match

AFC Confirms Iran Will 
Participate in FIFA WC 2026

KUALA LUMPUR

Iran’s national football team 
is still set to participate in the 
FIFA World Cup, scheduled 
to begin in June across the 
United States, Mexico, and 
Canada, despite concerns 
over regional  tensions. 
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Kuala Lumpur, Asian 
Footbal l  Confederat ion 
(AFC) general secretary 
Windsor John affirmed, 
“They are our member. We 
want them to play. As far as 
we know, Iran is playing.” 
He added that the Iranian 
federation has confirmed its 
intention to compete in the 
tournament.

The reassurance comes af-
ter U.S. President Donald 
Trump suggested on social 
media that it might be unsafe 
for Iran to participate given 

the ongoing Middle East cri-
sis. Iran responded, emphasiz-
ing that “no one can exclude” 
it from the global event and 
that the tournament is gov-
erned by FIFA, not by politi-
cal leaders. Iran is scheduled 
to play its three group-stage 
games in the U.S.: against 
New Zealand in Inglewood 
on June 16, Belgium on June 
21, and Egypt in Seattle on 
June 27. Ranked 20th glob-
ally by FIFA, Iran has qual-
ified for its fourth consecu-
tive World Cup, reinforcing 
its status as a powerhouse in 
Asian football.

Despite the regional war 
sparking doubts, Iran’s sports 
minister Ahmad Donyamali 
had previously indicated that 
participation might be impos-
sible. The AFC statement 
clarifies the continental 
body’s position, leaving the 

decision in the hands of Iran’s 
football federation.

Ahead of the tournament, 
Iranian officials are expected 
to attend FIFA’s annual con-
gress on April 30 in Vancou-
ver. Their absence from pre-
paratory meetings in Atlanta 
last week highlighted logisti-
cal challenges, but the team 
remains committed to com-
peting. AFC and FIFA offi-
cials have indicated that all 
necessary arrangements are 
being monitored closely to 
ensure Iran’s participation, 
underscoring football’s resil-
ience amid political tensions.

With the World Cup fast 
approaching, Iran’s confir-
mation brings relief to fans 
and players alike, ensuring 
that the nation’s footballing 
ambitions will be on display 
on one of the sport’s biggest 
stages.

Iran remains committed to playing all group matches at 
FIFA World Cup 2026 in the U.S.

BENGALURU

Former Indian shuttler and 
coach U Vimal Kumar has 
formally written to Khunying 
Patama Leeswadtrakul, re-
questing that the Badminton 
World Federation reconsider 
its proposed scoring system 
changes. In February, the 
BWF suggested moving from 
the current best-of-three 
games of 21 points to best-of-
three games of 15 points, a 
proposal that has sparked 
widespread debate 
among players and 
coaches worldwide.

In his letter, Vi-
mal emphasized that 
while he supports 
the BWF’s long-
term vision, altering 
the 21-point format 
could undermine 
badminton’s physi-
cal, tactical, and 
mental demands. “The current 
21-point best-of-three format 
is working extremely well and 
should not be compromised 
without exhaustive consulta-
tion,” he wrote, urging the 
federation to carefully weigh 
the implications before imple-
menting irreversible changes.

Vimal has outlined 10 core 
recommendations, including 
retaining the 21-point format 
for men’s and women’s sin-
gles at Tour 1000 and 750 

events. He suggested that the 
15-point format, if tested, be 
limited to Tour 500 or low-
er-tier events, or to doubles 
competitions. Other recom-
mendations include extending 
tournament durations to im-
prove match quality and play-
er longevity, better calendar 
scheduling, and providing 
additional rest days for ath-
letes.

He also proposed rotating 
major events over a three-year 
cycle—Sudirman Cup in Year 

1, Thomas & Uber 
Cup in Year 2, and the 
World Championships 
in Year 3—with a re-
vival of home-and-
away matches for 
Thomas & Uber Cups, 
similar to the Davis 
Cup in tennis. Addi-
tionally, he recom-
mended increasing 
draw sizes in Tour 

1000 and 750 events to 64 
players.

Vimal’s interventions re-
flect growing concerns in the 
badminton community about 
maintaining competitive in-
tegrity, physical rigor, and the 
sport’s tactical richness while 
considering new formats. His 
suggestions aim to balance 
innovation with tradition, en-
suring that any changes en-
hance the game without com-
promising its core qualities.

Vimal Kumar urges BWF to rethink 
proposed scoring system changes

MUMBAI INDIANS 
Kick Off Preparations 

for IPL 2026 Campaign
MUMBAI

Five-time champions Mumbai 
Indians began their preparato-
ry camp on Monday, signal-
ling the start of their build-up 
to the 2026 Indian Premier 
League season, which starts 
on March 28. The first group 
of players, including Shardul 
Thakur, Mayank Markande, 
Allah Ghazanfar, Naman 
Dhir, Raja Angad Bawa, Rob-
in Minz, Raghu Sharma, 
Mayank Rawat, Danish Male-
war, Mohammad Izhar, and 
Ashwani Kumar, arrived for 
training at the team’s Mumbai 
base.

The remainder of the squad, 
including stars like Rohit 
Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah, and 
captain Hardik Pandya, is ex-
pected to join over the next 
few days as the camp intensi-
fies. Head coach Mahela Jay-
awardene said the first day 
was crucial for setting the 
tone of the season.

“There’s always something 
special about the first day of 
pre-season. You see the play-
ers walk in, the energy builds, 
and the objective is to start 
strong. We have players who 
know this franchise inside 

out, and some exciting new 
faces,” Jayawardene said. 
“Day one sets the tone for the 
entire campaign. We wanted 
everyone to feel the intent 
from the very first session, in 
how we train, prepare, and 
show up for each other.”

The initial session focused 
on fitness and conditioning, 
with drills targeting agility, 
movement, and strength as-
sessments. The coaching staff 
emphasised building a foun-
dation to maintain perfor-
mance over the demanding 
IPL season.

Mumbai Indians, who 
reached the playoffs in the 
previous season, will begin 
their 2026 campaign against 
Kolkata Knight Riders on 
March 29 at the Wankhede 
Stadium. With a mix of expe-
rienced campaigners and 
promising newcomers, the 
team aims to reclaim the title 
and continue their record of 
dominance in the league.

Mumbai Indians 
begin training ahead 

of their IPL 2026 sea-
son opener against 

Kolkata

Shubman Gill Sets Sights 
on Winning 2027 WC in SA
NEW DELHI

Shubman Gill says next 
year’s World Cup is India’s 
ultimate cricketing target.

India’s One-Day Interna-
tional captain Shubman Gill 
has declared that winning the 
2027 ICC Cricket World Cup 
is the ultimate goal for his 
team, following the heart-
break of losing the 2023 final 
on home soil. India’s unbeat-
en run during that tournament 
ended in a defeat to Australia 
in Ahmedabad, a result that 
still resonates with the squad.

Gill reflected on the near 
miss and looked ahead with 
optimism. “We felt like we 
were so close last time. To be 
able to get another crack at it 
in South Africa, it’s going to 
be a great opportunity for us. 
Winning a World Cup in any 
format for the country is the 
ultimate goal. That’s some-

thing that sometimes runs in 
my mind,” he said.

India’s cricketing fortunes 
have risen sharply since, with 
the men clinching back-to-
back T20 World Cups and the 
women securing their first ODI 
World Cup title last year. T20 
captain Suryakumar Yadav 
highlighted the importance of 
these victories in building a 
winning culture. “That one 
step was important, that taste 
was important for everyone to 
understand what it takes to win 
an ICC trophy. Now, there is 
no looking back. If this won-
derful thing has started, let’s 
try and collect as many tro-
phies as possible,” he said.

The 2027 World Cup is 
scheduled to take place in 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, and 
Namibia in October Novem-
ber next year, and India will 
enter the tournament as strong 
contenders.

Premier League: Record-
breaker Dowman propels 

Arsenal closer to title triumph

Sixteen-year-old Max Dowman becomes Premier 
League’s youngest scorer in dramatic win

LONDON

Arsenal teenager Max Dow-
man continued his meteoric 
rise by becoming the youngest 
ever goalscorer in Premier 
League history, propelling the 
Gunners closer to the title. In 
a 2-0 victory over Everton at 
the Emirates Stadium, the 
16-year-old collected the ball 
midway in his own half, drib-
bled past two defenders, and 
raced clear to tap into an emp-
ty net, with Everton goalkeep-
er Jordan Pickford stranded 
upfield after advancing for a 
corner. Viktor Gyokeres had 
earlier opened the scoring in 
the 89th minute, benefiting 
from Pickford’s misjudged at-
tempt to stop a Dowman 
cross.

“This boy doesn’t seem 
fazed by the occasion, the mo-
ment, or the opponent. He just 
plays naturally,” said Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta. “He 
makes decisions to make 
things happen, and what he 
delivered was incredible. I 

told him to go and do your 
thing — and win us the 
game.”

Dowman, at 16 years and 73 
days, surpassed former Ever-
ton player James Vaughan, 
who held the record at 16 
years, 270 days when he 
scored in 2005. He is still at-
tending school and trains with 
Arsenal’s senior squad under 
strict Premier League regula-
tions for under-18 players. His 
rise has been swift: last No-
vember, he became the young-
est player in Champions 
League history at 15 years, 
308 days when he appeared 
against Slavia Prague.

Meanwhile, Manchester 
City stumbled in a 1-1 draw 
against West Ham, allowing 
Arsenal to extend their lead to 
four points at the top of the 
table. Pep Guardiola’s side has 
now dropped four points to 
relegation-threatened sides in 
their last two league outings, 
following a 3-0 Champions 
League loss to Real Madrid 
midweek.

Indian Racer Akshay Gupta 
Steps Up to Porsche GT4 

for 2026 Nurburgring Series
AHMEDABAD

Indian racecar driver Akshay 
Gupta is set to take the next 
step in his endurance racing 
career by joining Sorg 
Rennsport for the 2026 Nur-
burgring Langstrecken-Serie 
(NLS). The 33-year-old from 
Ahmedabad will drive the 
#949 Porsche Cayman GT4 
CS in the highly competitive 
Cup3 class, which forms part 
of the Porsche Endurance 
Trophy Nurburgring (PETN).

Gupta will share driving 
duties with 19-year-old Ger-
man Darian Donkel—his for-
mer teammate at Mertens Mo-
torsport in 2025—and fellow 
German racer Aaron Wenisch. 
After three seasons in the 
VT2 production classes with 
Hyundai and BMW, where he 
secured six podiums and two 
victories, Gupta now steps 
into GT4 machinery, aiming 
for the Pro AM championship 
this season.

“The last three years in the 
production classes were a 
huge learning experience,” 
Gupta said. “GT4 cars are the 
immediate next step, and I’m 
happy to join a strong and ex-
perienced team. I know my 
teammates well and we aim to 
compete at the top of the 
Cup3 field.”

The Cup3 category is re-
nowned for its large grids and 
tightly matched one-make 
cars, where driver skill plays 
a decisive role. Gupta’s new 
team, Sorg Rennsport, is one 
of the most established 
Porsche endurance outfits at 
the Nürburgring, fielding 10 
entries and claiming over 50 
class wins in NLS and RCN 
events.

The 2026 season features 
10 races, including nine four-
hour events, a six-hour race, 
and the prestigious 24 Hours 
of Nürburgring in May, where 
international stars, including 
Formula 1 World Champion 
Max Verstappen in GT3, will 
also compete. Gupta remains 
the only Indian racing in the 
full NLS championship for 
the third consecutive season, 
continuing to represent India 
on the European endurance 
stage.
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Costly memory chips drive phone prices up
NEW DELHI 

Indian smartphone shoppers 
are facing a tough season as 
the cost of essential memory 
chips skyrockets globally. A 
new report reveals that the 
“brain” of your phone—the 
RAM—has tripled in price 
over the last year. 

This surge is creating a 
massive ripple effect, making 
it harder for manufacturers to 
keep prices low and shelves 
stocked across the country.

The primary reason for this 
digital drought is the sudden 
explosion of Artificial Intel-
ligence. 

Massive AI companies are 
buying up all available mem-
ory supplies to power their 
giant servers, leaving very 

little left for the mobile phone 
market. Because of this, the 
average price of a new hand-
set in India has already 
jumped by 8 percent since 
September. Experts warn that 
these high prices could stick 

around until at least 2027, hit 
hardest in the budget-friendly 
category.

Popular brands like Mo-
torola and Realme have seen 
their sales volumes drop 
sharply as they struggle with 

these rising costs. Some com-
panies have reported a stag-
gering 68 percent decline in 
production compared to last 
year. While India remains a 
global leader in making 
phones—exporting billions of 
dollars worth of devices led 
by Apple—this hardware 
shortage is a major speed 
bump for local growth.

Industry leaders are now 
warning customers that 
“Made in India” phones might 
get even more expensive 
soon. Despite the country be-
ing the world’s second-largest 
phone producer, the global 
chip war is making it difficult 
for brands to meet their tar-
gets. For now, the message is 
clear: expect to pay more for 
your next upgrade.

KEEP RISING!

QUICK READ
India can shield  
fuel prices until  

oil spikes

Union Bank plans 
massive bond 

fundraising push

Government claims 
$2.81 Billion  

in gas dispute

New Delhi
India still has room to keep 

petrol and diesel prices 
stable even if global crude 
oil prices rise sharply, ac-
cording to a new report. 

The study said the govern-
ment can cut existing fuel 

taxes to prevent retail price 
hikes until crude oil reach-
es around $110 per barrel. 
Currently, excise duty on 

petrol stands at Rs 19.9 per 
litre and Rs 15.8 per litre on 

diesel. These taxes give 
the government a buffer to 
manage sudden increases 
in crude oil costs without 

passing the burden to con-
sumers immediately. The 

report estimates India can 
absorb a $40–45 jump in 
crude prices through tax 

reductions. However, if oil 
crosses $110 per barrel, 
fuel prices may need to 

rise for consumers. Rising 
crude also affects oil com-

panies. For every $10 in-
crease in crude prices, fuel 

marketing margins fall 
while cooking gas losses 

rise. Analysts say compa-
nies like IOCL may handle 

the pressure better, but 
prolonged high crude pric-

es could still impact the 
entire energy sector.

Mumbai
Union Bank of India has 
approved a plan to raise 

up to Rs 20,000 crore 
through long-term bonds 
to support infrastructure 
and affordable housing 

projects. The decision was 
taken by the bank’s Com-

mittee of Directors for 
fund raising. According to 

the bank, the funds will be 
raised in one or more 

phases through long-term 
bonds. Part of the amount 

may be raised before 
March 31, 2026. The bank 
is planning an initial issue 
of Rs 7,500 crore, which 

includes a base issue of Rs 
3,000 crore and a green 
shoe option of Rs 4,500 
crore with a tenure of 10 

years. The committee also 
approved a proposal to 

raise up to Rs 5,000 crore 
through green or sustaina-

ble bonds. These funds 
will support environmen-

tally friendly and sustaina-
ble projects. The meeting 
of the committee began 
at 10 a.m. and ended at 
10.20 a.m., during which 
the proposals were re-
viewed and approved.

New Delhi
The government has 

claimed $2.81 billion from 
Reliance Industries and 
British energy major BP 

over allegations of siphon-
ing natural gas from fields 

owned by ONGC in the 
eastern offshore Kr-

ishna-Godavari basin. 
Minister of State for Petro-

leum and Natural Gas 
Suresh Gopi informed the 

Rajya Sabha that the mat-
ter is currently pending be-

fore the Supreme Court. 
The claim follows a Febru-

ary 2025 decision by the 
Delhi High Court that sup-
ported the government’s 
demand. The Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural 

Gas has alleged that be-
tween 2004 and 2013-14, 

gas was drawn from 
ONGC’s neighbouring 

blocks by Reliance’s KG-
D6 project. Officials said 
this resulted in unjust fi-

nancial gains worth more 
than $1.55 billion, exclud-
ing interest. Reliance In-

dustries has denied the al-
legation, saying the gas 

naturally migrated across 
field boundaries and was 

not illegally extracted. The 
company has challenged 

the High Court ruling in the 
Supreme Court, where the 

case is now being heard.

Gas supply stable as 
consumer panic fades

After days of panic buying, cooking gas bookings fall as supply 
stabilizes and govt cracks down on hoarding and black-markeing.
NEW DELHI 

The frantic rush to book 
cooking gas is finally slowing 
down as families realize there 
is plenty of fuel to go around. 

Recent government data 
shows a significant drop in 
daily orders, signaling that the 
wave of panic buying which 
gripped neighborhoods last 
week is finally coming to an 
end.

Recently the officials re-
corded 77 lakh bookings, a 
sharp dip from nearly 89 lakh 
the day before. This shift sug-
gests that the public feels 
more secure about future sup-
plies. To keep things moving 
smoothly, authorities have 
even kept gas agencies open 
on Sundays. They are also 
pushing for digital bookings 
via WhatsApp and mobile 
apps, which now account for 
87 percent of all orders.

While the supply remains 

steady, the government is 
playing tough with anyone 
trying to profit from the situ-
ation. Raids are currently hap-
pening across various states to 
stop illegal hoarding and 
black marketing. So far, 22 
states have set up special con-
trol rooms to watch the mar-
ket like a hawk. These teams 
are ensuring that no one hides 
cylinders to drive up prices.

The Ministry of Petroleum 
confirmed that hospitals, 

schools, and homes remain 
the top priority. Major compa-
nies like Indian Oil and 
Bharat Petroleum report that 
gas stations are full and deliv-
eries are happening on sched-
ule. Despite global tensions, 
officials insist there is no rea-
son to worry or rush to the 
store. The message to the 
public is simple: stay calm, 
book online, and trust that the 
kitchen fire will keep burning 
without any interruptions.

Trade gap shrinks despite 
Middle East conflict

NEW DELHI 

India’s trade deficit narrowed 
to $27.1 billion in February, a 
positive sign for the economy 
despite rising global tensions. 
New data from the Ministry 
of Commerce shows that 
while exports held steady at 
over $36 billion, a significant 
drop in imports helped close 
the gap from the much higher 
levels seen in January.

This economic resilience 
comes at a critical time. Fol-
lowing the outbreak of the 
Iran war in late February, the 
vital Strait of Hormuz has 
been choked, threatening 
global oil and food shipments. 
However, India has success-
fully navigated these choppy 
waters by diversifying its en-
ergy sources. While the Mid-
dle East used to be the prima-
ry supplier, India now brings 
in a large portion of its oil 
from Russia and forty other 
nations.

To ensure stability, the gov-
ernment is in direct talks with 
Iran to keep merchant ships 
moving. Over the past few 

days, several Indian vessels 
carrying crude oil and cook-
ing gas safely crossed the 
troubled region. Officials con-
firmed that hundreds of Indi-
an sailors currently at sea are 
safe, and ships are scheduled 
to arrive at domestic ports this 
week as planned.

The nation’s financial 
foundation remains rock-sol-
id. With massive foreign ex-
change reserves and strategic 
oil stocks that can last over 
70 days, India is well-pre-
pared to absorb global 
shocks. This careful planning 
ensures that the country faces 

no immediate energy crisis. 
By managing supplies and 
focusing on diverse trade 
partners, India continues to 
protect its domestic interests 
and maintain steady growth 
even as conflict disrupts tra-
ditional international ship-
ping routes.

India’s trade deficit 
narrows to $27.1 

billion as imports drop, 
exports remain steady, 

and energy supply 
stays secure.

NEW DELHI 

India’s famous basmati rice is 
proving to be resilient even as 
tensions rise in the Middle 
East. 

A new report by Crisil Rat-
ings suggests that export vol-
umes will remain steady 
throughout the next two 
years, despite the ongoing 
war in Iran. While shipments 

to Iran have slowed down, 
higher demand from neigh-
boring countries like Saudi 

Arabia and Iraq is expected to 
fill the gap.

India currently dominates 
the global market, producing 
nearly 85 percent of the 
world’s basmati rice. Al-
though the Middle East buys 
about 70 percent of these ex-
ports, the industry is finding 
clever ways to keep the grain 
moving. Exporters are already 
exploring new shipping routes 

to avoid dangerous waters, 
ensuring that dinner tables 
across the world stay sup-
plied. While these longer 
journeys might take more 
time and money, the global 
love for aromatic rice remains 
unshaken.

The report notes that any 
extra costs for shipping or in-
surance will likely be passed 
on to international buyers, 

protecting the profits of Indi-
an farmers and traders. Even 
though heavy rains slightly 
impacted paddy production 
this season, the steady de-
mand ensures that prices re-
main stable. Officials believe 
that while logistical hurdles 
like ship shortages might 
cause minor delays, the over-
all trade will grow by about 2 
percent.

For the thousands of  
families involved in rice 
farming, this is welcome 
news. It shows that India’s 
top export remains a global 
favorite, capable of weather-
ing political storms. By di-
versifying its customers and 
adapting to new routes, the 
basmati industry continues to 
stand tall as a pillar of India’s 
trade.

BASMATI RICE EXPORTS STAY STRONG AMID CONFLICT

New rewards for duty free airport shoppers
AHMEDABAD 

Flying just got a little more re-
warding for millions of travel-
ers across India. Budget airline 
IndiGo has teamed up with 
Adani Airports to give loyal 
passengers a special treat. 

Starting today, members of 
the airline's "BluChips" pro-
gram can earn points every 
time they shop at duty-free 
stores located in several major 
Indian cities.

The deal is straightforward 
and easy to use. For every 

100 rupees spent on luxury 
goods or travel essentials, 
shoppers will receive five re-
ward chips. To get the deal, 
travelers simply browse and 
pay for their items online 
through a special digital por-
tal before they even leave for 
the airport. Once they arrive, 
they can quickly pick up their 
pre-packed bags at a designat-
ed counter, saving time and 
avoiding long lines.

This partnership brings to-
gether the nation’s largest air-
line and its biggest private 

airport operator. Leaders from 
both companies say the goal 
is to make the journey feel 
more connected and benefi-
cial. They want to reward cus-
tomers for more than just 
their time spent in the air. 
Currently, this offer is live in 
busy hubs like Mumbai, 

Ahmedabad, and Lucknow, 
with plans to expand soon to 
newer locations like the re-
cently opened Navi Mumbai 
airport.

Points are added to a travel-
er's account within two days 
of their purchase. By linking 
their membership IDs to the 
shopping platform, passen-
gers can watch their rewards 
grow while they fly. It is a 
smart move that turns a rou-
tine airport stroll into a way to 
save money on future trips 
and experiences.

PhonePe puts stock market debut on hold
NEW DELHI 

Popular payments giant Pho-
nePe has decided to press the 
pause button on its highly an-
ticipated public listing. The 
company announced it is tem-
porarily delaying its Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) due to 
ongoing global conflicts and 
unpredictable swings in the 
financial markets. The fintech 
leader plans to wait for a 
more stable global environ-
ment before moving forward 
with its debut on the Indian 
stock exchange.

CEO Sameer Nigam ex-
pressed hope for a quick re-
turn to peace in troubled re-
gions while reaffirming the 
company’s long-term goal. He 
noted that despite the delay, 

PhonePe remains fully com-
mitted to launching its IPO in 
India once the dust settles. 
Since its start in 2016, the app 
has grown into a household 
name, boasting over 65 crore 
registered users and a massive 
network of nearly five crore 
merchants.

While the big market move 
is on hold, the company is not 
slowing down its tech innova-
tions. Earlier this year, they 

launched a new feature called 
"PhonePe PG Bolt" to make 
shopping online much faster. 
This tool allows users to save 
their Visa and Mastercard de-
tails securely as "tokens." 
This means shoppers don't 
have to re-enter their card 
numbers or security codes ev-
ery time they buy something, 
leading to a much smoother 
one-click checkout experi-
ence.

Company leaders say this 
new tech helps businesses 
grow by making sure fewer 
customers drop out during the 
payment process. By focusing 
on these digital upgrades now, 
PhonePe aims to be in an 
even stronger position when it 
finally decides to join the 
public market.

India Post launches  
guaranteed next day delivery

NEW DELHI 

Sending urgent mail is about to get much faster as India Post 
prepares to launch its premier express service. The new "24 Speed 
Post" initiative promises to deliver parcels and documents within 
just twenty-four hours, marking a major shift in how the nation’s 
oldest postal network handles time-sensitive deliveries. In its first 
phase, this lightning-fast service will focus on six major metro 
hubs: Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru, and Hyder-
abad. Along with the one-day guarantee, the department is also 
introducing a forty-eight-hour option for other shipments. Both 
services will use priority air travel and dedicated sorting centers 
to ensure that your packages don't sit idle. To keep things secure, 
the post office is moving into the digital age with OTP-based 
verification and real-time SMS tracking for every sender.

Women lead India’s surge in iPhone making
NEW DELHI 

The "Make in India" dream is 
being built by the hands of 
thousands of women across 
the country. The IT Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw shared the 
impressive news that over one 
lakh women are now working 
directly in factories that build 
iPhones. 

This massive wave of em-
ployment shows how the elec-
tronics sector is becoming a 
primary engine for female 
empowerment and financial 
independence.

From assembling high-tech 
smartphones to working in 
complex semiconductor 
plants, women are taking on 
roles that were once hard to 
find. In many electronic fac-

tories, more than half the staff 
are now female. 

The Apple ecosystem alone 
has created roughly 2.5 lakh 
direct jobs, and nearly 70 per-
cent of those workers are 
women. This shift isn't just 
about numbers, it is about 
providing large-scale skilling 
and career paths for a new 
generation of workers.

The growth is backed by 
strong government support. 
Thanks to special subsidies, 
Apple has ramped up its Indi-

an production by 53 percent 
in the last year, churning out 
55 million units. India now 
builds about a quarter of all 
flagship iPhones sold global-
ly. These devices have be-
come the nation’s most valu-
able export, with billions of 
dollars worth of phones flying 
out to markets like the United 
States.

By moving production 
away from other countries 
and into local hubs, India  
has turned smartphones into 
its top export category. For 
the thousands of women en-
tering these high-tech work-
spaces every day, the initia-
tive is proving to be a 
life-changing opportunity for 
a brighter, more secure  
future.

CCI urges firms to audit AI systems
NEW DELHI 

India’s competition regulator 
is sounding the alarm on the 
rapid rise of artificial intelli-
gence in the business world.

The Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI) has offi-
cially asked companies to 
carefully review the AI tools 
they build and use. The 
warning comes as officials 
worry that poorly designed 
automated systems could ac-
cidentally crush fair market 
competition and hurt con-
sumers.

CCI Chairperson Ravneet 
Kaur emphasized that busi-
nesses  should  conduct 
"self-audits" during every 
stage of a tool's life—from 
early development to daily 
monitoring. 

Speaking at a national 
conference, she explained 

that catching hidden biases 
or unfair patterns early is 
much better than trying to 
fix a broken market later. A 
recent study by the regulator 
found that AI could lead to 
problems like secret price 
hikes, unfair favoritism to-
ward a company’s own prod-
ucts, and a lack of transpar-
ency in how decisions are 
made.

Despite these warnings, 
the regulator isn't trying to 
stifle progress. Kaur noted 
that AI brings massive ben-
efits, such as lowering costs 
for shoppers and helping 
small startups compete with 
giant corporations. To sup-
port this, government proj-
ects like the "IndiaAI Mis-
sion" are providing develop-
ers with the advanced chips 
and computing power they 
need to grow.
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CHINNASWAMY STADIUM
cleared to host IPL 2026 season opener
Govt approval follows safety review ahead of RCB–SRH clash on March 28

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government 
has granted formal approval 
for the iconic M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium to host match-
es of the 2026 Indian Premier 
League season, clearing the 
way for the tournament open-
er between Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru and Sunrisers Hy-
derabad on March 28.

The approval came after the 
state government reviewed 
safety, infrastructure and op-
erational arrangements at the 
venue following an inspection 
by an expert committee. The 
committee, led by Greater 
Bengaluru Authority chief 
commissioner Maheshwar 
Rao, assessed the prepared-
ness of the stadium and the 

measures taken to ensure 
smooth conduct of matches.

According to the Karnataka 
State Cricket Association 
(KSCA), the decision was 
taken after the expert panel 
submitted its recommenda-
tions to the state authorities. 
KSCA spokesperson Vinay 
Mruthyunjaya confirmed that 
the Home Minister approved 
the hosting of IPL matches 
after reviewing the commit-
tee’s findings and the arrange-
ments made at the venue.

The association also ex-
pressed gratitude to members 
of the expert committee and 
officials involved in the eval-
uation process. It thanked 
Maheshwar Rao for oversee-
ing the review of infrastruc-
ture readiness and Commis-

sioner of Police Sreemant 
Kumar Singh, who served as 
member secretary of the pan-
el, for coordinating safety and 
security assessments.

The clearance comes after 
months of uncertainty sur-
rounding the stadium’s readi-
ness. The venue had remained 
under scrutiny since a tragic 
stampede during the victory 
parade celebrating Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru’s 
maiden IPL title in June last 
year claimed 11 lives and left 
several others injured. Fol-
lowing the incident, a one-
man commission led by re-
tired judge Michael D’Cunha 
highlighted safety concerns 
and recommended structural 
and operational improvements 
at the stadium.

Subsequently, the KSCA 
initiated several upgrades, in-
cluding increasing the number 
of entry and exit gates and 
strengthening crowd manage-
ment systems. After former 
India cricketer Venkatesh 
Prasad assumed office as 
KSCA president later in the 
year, the association accelerat-
ed renovation and compliance 
works. Earlier this year, the 
stadium received conditional 
approval to host international 
and IPL matches, though au-
thorities had sought further 
improvements. After addition-
al inspections and discussions, 
the expert committee has now 
cleared the venue, allowing 
Bengaluru’s premier cricket 
ground to once again stage 
top-level cricket.

Suryakumar reveals 
gut-feel behind 

Ishan Kishan’s WC 
selection

NEW DELHI

India captain Suryakumar Yadav has 
revealed that his decision to include 
explosive wicketkeeper-batter Ishan 
Kishan in the T20 World Cup squad 
was purely instinctive, guided by a 
“gut feeling” that the Bihar batsman 
could be the X-factor for India’s title 
defence. Kishan, who had been out of the team 
for a while, repaid his skipper’s faith by scoring 317 runs 
in nine matches at a strike rate of over 190, including a 
blistering half-century in the final against New Zealand.

Suryakumar admitted that the decision was difficult, 
as regular opener Jitesh Sharma had been part of the 
team for over a year. “It was completely on gut, little 
bit on data… someone had to miss out,” he said, add-
ing that Kishan had “no baggage” and had worked 
tirelessly in domestic and practice games to stay in 
contention. Suryakumar also highlighted another 
key call: the inclusion of Sanju Samson in the 
opening slot. Samson’s back-to-back scores of 89 
in the semifinals and final were decisive in India 
winning their second consecutive World Cup, earn-
ing him player of the tournament honours. The skip-
per praised Samson not only for his talent but for his 
character, saying, “If you are a great human being, 
good things happen to good people.”

On his own approach to batting, Suryakumar said 
he is largely reaction-driven: reading the bowler and 
responding instinctively. “Seventy to seventy-five per 
cent approach in batting is driven by reaction and the 
rest is your instinct. On a given day, you assess what 
it needed from you and bat accordingly,” he ex-
plained. Kis- han’s explosive contribu-
t i o n s  a n d Samson’s consistency 
p r o v e d pivotal, vindicating 
Suryaku- mar’s instinctive 
selection choices and un-
derl ining the impor-
tance of in- tuition along-
side data in high-stakes 
cricket. In- dia’s triumph 
reflected care- ful planning, 
bo ld  de- cisions, and 
players stepping up 
when i t  m a t -
t e - r e d 

most.

Skipper 
says 

instinct, not 
just data, led him 

to pick Kishan 
for World 

Cup

Mithali Raj hails era of Indian 
cricket dominance at BCCI awards
NEW DELHI

Former India captain Mithali Raj 
said her long-held dream of seeing 
Indian cricket dominate the world 
is finally coming true, with men’s, 
women’s, and junior sides achiev-
ing major global titles in recent 
years. Mithali highlighted the 2024 
T20 World Cup win by the men’s 
team, the women’s maiden ODI 
World Cup title, and under-19 vic-
tories as markers of India’s rising 
cricketing power.

“For the longest time, I wanted 
Indian cricket to dominate and the 
time has come,” Mithali said. “The 
last two-three years, Indian cricket 
– men, women, and the under-19 
girls or boys – they’ve been doing 
immensely well. It’s a proud mo-
ment as a former cricketer to see 
the growth of Indian cricket.”

Mithali, along with former India 
players Rahul Dravid and Roger 
Binny, received the prestigious Col 
CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement 
Award. She credited BCCI secre-
tary and current ICC chief Jay 
Shah for driving transformative 
change in Indian cricket, particu-
larly women’s cricket, noting the 
introduction of equal match fees 
and the launch of the fully profes-
sional Women’s Premier League.

“I’ve seen the evolution of wom-
en’s cricket and I need to acknowl-
edge the support of BCCI and Jay 
sir. In the last four-five years, there 
has been a huge transformation of 
the Indian women’s cricket team,” 

she said, praising his vision and 
commitment to raising the sport’s 
profile globally.

Reflecting on her own journey, 
Mithali said she drew inspiration 
from male legends like Sachin 
Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid, 
whose guidance shaped her 
approach to batting and 
leadership. She empha-
sized that interaction be-
tween men’s and wom-
en’s cricket fosters 
growth, helping women 
cricketers aspire to the 
highest standards.

Meanwhile, Binny 
spoke about his evo-
lution from player to 
coach and adminis-
trator, mentoring 
younger generations 
and contributing to 
India’s cricketing 
success, underscor-
ing the continuity of 
talent development 
across levels.

Mithali’s remarks cel-
ebrate a watershed mo-
ment for Indian cricket, 
signaling sustained 
e x c e l l e n c e 
across gen-
ders and age 
groups, and 
h o n o r i n g 
those who 
have nur-
t u r e d  t h e 
sport’s growth.

Leg-
endary 

cricketer cele-
brates success of 
men’s, women’s, 

and junior 
teams

Youth boxer 
Chandrika inspires 

slum kids, one 
punch at a time

CHENNAI

Seventeen-year-old Chandri-
ka Pujari from the Tadiwala 
Road slums in Pune is mak-
ing headlines after clinching 
gold at the World Boxing Fu-
tures Cup 2026 in Bangkok, 
becoming a symbol of hope 
and inspiration for children in 
underprivileged communities. 
Competing in the 51kg cate-
gory, Chandrika defeated Uz-
b e k i s t a n ’s  M a r d o n o v a 
Nazokat by unanimous deci-
sion, continuing her impres-
sive trajectory on the path to 
the Youth Olympic Games 
later this year in Dakar.

Chandrika’s journey began 
at the Yuva Boxing Club, 
founded by Sachin Shinde in 
2017 to guide slum children 
toward sports and away from 
negative influences. “Chil-
dren from slum regions tend 
to get into bad habits. We 
started the club to divert their 
minds,” Shinde explained. 
Chandrika joined the club at 
age 10 and quickly displayed 
exceptional talent, balancing 
training with the hardships 
of her family’s modest 
background. Her father 
works as a helper and 
her mother as a house 
cleaner, yet she has re-
mained committed to 
boxing while inspiring 
peers  to take up 
sports.

Chandrika pro-
gressed from Yuva 
Boxing Club to the 
Sports Authority of 
India (SAI) in Goa 
and later to the 
prestigious Army 
Sports Institute in 
Pune, where she 
trained alongside 
top athletes like 
Nikhat Zareen. 
Her coach, Jayant 
Shinde, recalls the 
challenges she 
overcame, includ-
ing limited facili-
ties and initial re-
luctance from her 
family, highlight-
ing her resilience 
and determination.

Karnataka's Purushotham, Mubassina 
shine at India Open Jump Competition
BENGALURU

Karnataka’s Puru-
s h o t h a m  H a m 

claimed the men’s 
long jump title at 

the India Open Jump 
Competition, leaping 

7.87 metres to secure 
gold at the Anju Bobby 
Sports Foundation in Ben-
g a l u r u .  M e a n w h i l e , 
20-year-old Mubassina 
Mohammed from Lak-
shadweep dominated the 
women’s event, recording 
a new personal best of 
6.38 metres.

Purushotham, 24, over-
came a three-year slump 
following a ligament inju-
ry to surpass his previous 
best of 7.59 metres. With 

national stars like Jeswin Al-
drin and M Sreeshankar ab-
sent, the athlete from Hassan 
stole the spotlight, overtaking 
Odisha’s Suran Payasingh 
(7.78m) and Tamil Nadu’s S 
Saran (7.77m) on his fifth at-
tempt. “I am a civil engineer 

who chose athletics over a 
career in engineering. This 
result means the world to 
me,” he said, highlighting his 

perseverance and dedication.
In the women’s long jump, 

Mubassina,  coached by 
Dronacharya awardee Robert 
Bobby George, improved her 
personal best from 6.36 to 
6.38 metres. Despite falling 
short of her Asian Games 
qualification mark, her perfor-
mance impressed the coach-
ing staff and inspired upcom-
ing athletes at the home turf 
Anju Bobby Sports Founda-
tion. “We hope she achieves 
the mark at the Indian Athlet-
ics Series 1 in April,” Robert 
said.

Sinner and Sabalenka win first Indian 
Wells titles in thrilling finals

INDIAN WELLS

Italian Jannik Sinner 
and world No. 1 Ary-
n a  S a b a l e n k a 
claimed their maid-
en titles at the BNP 
Paribas Open in 
Indian Wells, cap-
ping a dramatic day 
of tennis under 
sweltering desert 
conditions.

Sinner, ranked 
No. 2, overcame 
Daniil Medvedev 7-6 

(6), 7-6 (4) in a grip-
ping men’s final, rally-
ing from a 4-0 deficit in 

the second-set tiebreak to 
win seven straight points. 
The victory marked his 
ninth win in 10 meetings 
against Medvedev and his 

first Indian Wells crown. 
Sinner also celebrated 
the success of fellow 

Italian Kimi Antonelli, who 
won the Formula One Chi-
nese Grand Prix earlier that 
day, calling it “a special day 
for Italy.”

On the women’s side, Sa-
balenka edged Elena Rybak-
ina 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (6), secur-
ing her first Indian Wells ti-
tle after previous runner-up 
finishes in 2023 and 2025. 
The 27-year-old Belarusian 
clinched the championship 
with a decisive backhand 
winner in a tense third-set 
tiebreak, despite having 
been broken at 5-4 and fac-
ing a championship point 
herself.

“I think the whole idea 
going into this match was to 
be mentally strong… to 
show with the body lan-
guage that I’m here, I’m 
fighting,” Sabalenka said. 
She also reflected on a re-
markable personal and pro-

fessional stretch, including 
adopting a puppy, getting 
engaged, and now winning 
her first desert title.

This final was the 16th 
meeting between Sabalenka 
and Rybakina, with Sa-
balenka now 
holding a 9-7 
edge. De-
spite the 
gruel ing 
b a t t l e , 
S a -
balenka 
will im-
mediately 
shift focus 
to defend-
ing her title at the 
Miami Open, say-
ing, “I’ll probably 
have  a  couple 
drinks on the plane 
and that’s it… I 
have to bring my 
best tennis there.”

Results
Men’s Long Jump – Pu-
rushotham Ham (Kar) 

7.87m; Suran Payasingh 
(Odi) 7.78m; S Saran (TN) 

7.77m. 

Women’s Long Jump – 
Mubassina Mohammed 
(ABSF) 6.38m; Bhavani 
Yadav 6.27m; Kusuma 

Ravada 3rd.

IPL matches in Assam overlap with elections, 
ACA confident of smooth conduct

CHENNAI

The 2026 Indian 
Premier League 
(IPL) season will 
kick off on March 

28, but cricket fans 
in Assam may face a 

tight schedule as two 
Guwahati matches 
fall around the state’s 
assembly election. 
The Assam Cricket 
Association (ACA) is 
preparing to host the 
fixtures amid polling 
on April 9, confident 

that law and order and logis-
tical arrangements will ensure 
smooth conduct.

Barsapara Cricket Stadium, 
Guwahati’s second home for 
Rajasthan Royals, will host 
three matches in the first 
phase: RR vs Chennai Super 
Kings on March 30, RR vs 
Mumbai Indians on April 7, 
and RR vs Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru on April 10. The 
April 7 and 10 fixtures are 
particularly close to Assam’s 
voting date.

An ACA official told, 
“Matches will happen as 

scheduled. We are preparing 
accordingly. Security and co-
ordination with authorities are 
our priority.” Officials are 
working closely with local 
administration to avoid con-
flicts between the IPL games 
and election duties.

Elsewhere, elections in 
Kerala and Puducherry are 
also scheduled for April 9, 
while Tamil Nadu votes on 
April 23, and West Bengal in 
two phases on April 23 and 
29. Counting of votes across 
these states will take place on 
May 4.


