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The Truth Speaks

India's aspirations no longer 
limited to its borders: Modi
Addressing the Indian diaspora, the PM said India is going through a phase of 

unprecedented transformation, terming the country the 'land of opportunities'
THE HAGUE

 
Describing India as a "land 
of opportunities", Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday said the country is 
undergoing an "unprece-
dented transformation" and 
its aspirations are "no longer 
limited to its borders".

Addressing the Indian 
community in The Hague, 
the Prime Minister also said 
that India is dreaming big 
and its youth aspires to 
reach the sky.

"India of the 21st century 
is a land of opportunities. 
India is both technolo-
gy-driven and humani-
ty-driven. India is becoming 
as modern as it is ancient. 
Therefore, this is also the 
time to connect with your 
ancestral villages in India, 
and to participate in the 
journey of developed India," 
Modi said in his over 
40-minute speech.

He urged all "friends of In-
dia" in the Netherlands to in-
crease cooperation with India 
as much as possible. "This 
will also increase India's po-
tential, and the return on your 
investments will also be high-
er. This is Modi's guarantee," 
he said, amid applause from 
the audience.

"Today, our India is 
dreaming big. Today, the 
country is saying - we don't 
just want transformation, we 
want the best. And we don't 
just want the best, we want 
the fastest. And that's why 
when aspirations are unlim-

ited in India, efforts are also 
becoming limitless," he 
said.

'Youth of India want 
to touch sky now'
Modi said the youth of India 
want to touch the sky now, 
and cited that as a reason 
behind India's startup eco-
system getting stronger. 
"Now we are the third-larg-
est startup ecosystem in the 
world," he added.

"India's aspirations today 
are no longer limited to its 
borders. India wants to host 
the Olympics, become a 
global manufacturing hub, 
emerge as a leader in green 
energy and become the 
growth engine of  the 
world," he said.

Modi said that India is 
currently experiencing an 

"unprecedented transforma-
tion". He further said: "You 
must have seen recently that 
India hosted the world's 
largest and most successful 
AI Summit. Before that, In-
dia also successfully hosted 
the G20 Summit. And this 
was not a one-time event. 
This has now become the 
character of today's India."

'India now home to 
125 active unicorns'
Recalling how India had 
only four unicorns in 2014, 
Modi on Saturday said the 
country now has nearly 125 
active unicorns. "Today, our 
startups are doing remark-
able work in AI, defence, 
and the space sector. This 
culture of research and inno-
vation is becoming even 
more expansive," he said.

Today, our India is dreaming big. We don’t just want 
transformation, we want the best and we want the fastest. 
And that’s why when aspirations are unlimited in India, efforts 
are also becoming limitless.		  —Narendra Modi, PM

Tulips to Lotus: Modi's 
flower diplomacy

PM Modi while addressing the  
Indian diaspora in the Nether-

lands drew parallels to the popu-
larity of tulips in the Netherlands 
and the lotus in India. Modi said, 
"The Netherlands is known for 
tulips, just as India is known for 

the lotus." "The tulip and the lo-
tus remind us that whether roots 
lie in water or in the soil, with the 
right nourishment, they blossom. 
This is also the foundation of the 

partnership between India and 
the Netherlands." Notably, Lotus 

is also India's national flower. 
He said, "As I was entering here, 

I could see the spirit of the entire 
Maharashtra and Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj, my beloved Ra-
jasthan, and friends from UP and 
Assam among you all." Praising 

the grand welcome from the 
Indian diaspora, he said, "Seeing 
so much love and enthusiasm, I 
forgot for a moment that I am in 
the Netherlands, and it felt like I 

was attending a festival in India."

K’taka bus strike looms from May 20
PAY HIKE, ARREARS

NEET paper leak: 'Mastermind’ 
biology lecturer caught

NEW DELHI
 

The CBI on Saturday arrested 
a biology lecturer who was 
part of the National Testing 
Agency’s (NTA) paper-setting 
committee for NEET-UG held 
on May 3, officials said.

The arrest was made on the 
basis of questioning of al-
leged kingpin P V Kulkarni 
and other accused in the paper 
leak case, they said.

The biology lecturer Mani-
sha Mandhare was arrested 
here after being questioned by 
the agency at its headquarters, 
they said.

She was allegedly involved 
in the National Eligibility 
cum Entrance Test (Under-
graduate) examination pro-
cess and was appointed by the 
NTA as an expert, they said.

Officials said Mandhare 
had complete access to the 
Botony and Zoology question 
papers.

Mandhare is alleged to have 
mobilised prospective NEET 
examination candidates in 
April 2026 through Manisha 
Wagmare of Pune, who was 
arrested on May 14, and con-

ducted special coaching class-
es for these students at her 
Pune residence.

It is alleged that Mandhare 
dictated leaked questions and 
responses to select stu-
dents and took lakhs of 
rupees as fee.

Most of these ques-
tions tallied with the 
questions that ap-
peared in the examina-
tion on May 3. The NEET 
exam was cancelled following 
allegations of a paper leak.

The CBI had arrested Pro-
fessor P V Kulkarni, a domain 
expert in chemistry from La-
tur on Friday. Kulkarni for 
years served on panels in-
volved in setting the NEET 
question paper.

NEET aspirant ends life 
JAIPUR: A 23-year-old 

NEET aspirant died by sui-
cide in Rajasthan’s Sikar 

on Friday night, days after 
the cancellation of the 

NEET-2026 amid allega-
tions of question paper 
leak. Pradeep Mahich 

allegedly hanged himself 
from a ceiling fan using his 
sister’s scarf at his rented 
accommodation in Sikar’s 

Jaldhari Nagar area on 
Piprali Road. Originally 
from a village in Jhun-
jhunu district, Pradeep 

had been preparing 
for NEET in Sikar 
for the last three 

years. As per family 
members, Pradeep 

was expecting over 
650 marks in NEET-

UG 2026, a score they be-
lieved could have got him 
admission to any reputed 

government medical 
college. His relatives claim 
he had been under severe 
mental trauma ever since 

the NTA cancelled the test 
following the 'paper leak'.

K'taka gets 1,122 additional 
govt medical seats: Patil

BENGALURU 
 

Karnataka Minister Sharan 
Prakash Patil on Saturday an-
nounced that the state has 
been allocated an additional 
1,122 medical seats, offering a 
golden opportunity for aspir-
ing healthcare professionals.

Addressing a press confer-
ence held at Vidhana Soudha 
here, Patil, who is the Minister 
for Medical Education, said 
Karnataka remains at the fore-
front in the field of medical 
education in the country, and 
the additional seats allocated 
to the state will benefit dis-
tricts including Koppal, 
Gadag, Chamarajanagar, Kar-
war, Kaveri, and others.

For undergraduate seats, a 
central government grant of 
Rs 495 crore w i l l 
be received. 
Similarly, a 
grant of Rs 541 
crore will be 
provided for 

postgraduate medical seats, he 
said.

According to him, the 
Union Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare gave its final 
approval on May 15. In total, 
the state will receive Rs 1,090 
crore.

Allocation of over 1,000 
medical seats to a single state 
is a record achievement and 
stands as a testament to Karna-
taka’s accomplishments, said 
Patil. "Karnataka now offers 
abundant opportunities for 
those wishing to excel in the 
medical field, and students 
should make the best use of 

this," the Minister 
added.

'Karnataka's CET model is better than NEET'
The recent NEET question paper leak is a great injustice 

to the entire student body. The Centre has ruined the 
future of thousands of students who dreamt of becoming 
doctors, said Medical Education Minister Sharanaprakash 
Patil. Addressing the media at Vikas Soudha on Saturday, 

he said the failure of the Centre is evident in this case. 
"Instead of NEET, the Common Entrance Test (CET) in 
Karnataka is a better model. It would be better if it was 

adopted. We have appealed to the Centre several times, 
but there was no response," he said. Every year, there are 
confusions during NEET, he said, adding that a court-or-

dered probe should be conducted into the paper leak.

“ Allocation of over 1,000 
medical seats to a single 
state is a record achieve-

ment and stands as a tes-
tament to Karnataka’s ac-

complishments.
Sharan Prakash Patil, 

Minister for Medical 
Education

My fight for Bidadi farmers 
starts today: Gowda

BENGALURU
 

Former Prime Minister HD 
Deve Gowda, who expressed 
his anger that farmers' land is 
being snatched away in the 
name of Bidadi Township and 
is going to run a scam, an-
nounced that he would plunge 
into the fight against this 
scam.

Addressing the media 
at the JD(S) state of-
fice here on Saturday, 
he said the government 
is out to grab farmers' 
land and run a scam. 

"Some people would joke 
that Deve Gowda used to cry 
in the meeting earlier. But I 
am laughing at this system. 
The current Chief Minister, 
Siddaramaiah, is my friend 

and old colleague. We have 
worked together. But it pains 
me that no one sees what is 
happening here,” the former 
PM said.

"Siddaramaiah, you have 
worked with me. I am also 
aware of your talk of social 
justice. I have already written 

a letter asking you to inves-
tigate in whose name 

about 20,000 acres of 
land around Bengaluru 
is. Siddaramaiah, you 
are not listening to the 

problems of the people, 
succumbing to the pressure 

of those who are responsible 
for Bengaluru city. Has any-
one gone and listened to the 
problems of the homeless 
farmers? Deve Gowda ques-
tioned.

BJP backs, Cong opposes ‘ONOE’
BENGALURU

 
While the BJP strongly supported the imple-
mentation of the ‘One Nation, One Election’ 
initiative, the Congress vehemently opposed 
the proposal during a discussion meeting con-
vened by the Joint Parliamentary Committee of 
the Lok Sabha Secretariat in Bengaluru on Sat-
urday.

The committee visited the Taj West End ho-
tel and held consultations with political parties 
regarding the proposed constitutional amend-
ment related to simultaneous elections. The 
Karnataka unit of the BJP submitted a memo-
randum urging the implementation of simulta-
neous elections across the country. 

State BJP President and MLA BY Vijayendra 
and other senior party leaders participated in 
the discussions. Among those present were 
MPs P. C. Mohan, Yaduveer Wadiyar and CN 
Manjunath; MLAs L Ravi Subramanya, Suresh 
Gowda and Jyothi Ganesh; MLC KS Naveen; 
BJP state general secretary Nandeesh Reddy; 
and state chief spokesperson Ashwath Narayan.

One Nation, One Election ains to 
weaken federal structure: DKS

Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
strongly opposed the Central govern-

ment’s proposed ‘One Nation, One 
Election’, terming it a politically motivated 

move aimed at centralising power and 
weakening the federal structure. Express-
ing his views during the dialogue, he said 

the proposal posed a threat to the demo-
cratic system and was being designed for 
the convenience of those in power at the 

Centre. He pointed out that the Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly had already passed 

a resolution opposing the concept.

CBSE makes 3 
languages 

mandatory for 
Class IX from July 1
NEW DELHI

 
The Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) has issued a 
fresh notice making the study of 
three languages mandatory for 
the students of Class IX. It will 
come into effect from July 1, 2026.

However, there will be no 
Board examination for the third 
language (R3) in Class X, 
CBSE clarified. "To keep the 
focus on learning and reduce 
any undue pressure on students, 
no Board Examination shall be 
conducted for R3 at the Class X 
level," reads the circular.

The official circular issued 
by the Board, on May 15, de-
clared that at least two of the 
three languages must be native 
Indian languages, and in accor-
dance with the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, and 
the National Curriculum 
Framework for School Educa-
tion (NCF-SE) 2023. 

“With effect from 1st July 
2026, for Class IX, the study of 
three languages (R1, R2, R3) 
shall be compulsory, with at 
least two languages being na-
tive Indian languages,” the cir-
cular stated.

BENGALURU
 

The tussle between the gov-
ernment and Joint Action Com-
mittee of Karnataka State Road 
Transport Corporations’ labour 
unions is continuing even after 
salaries were revised by 12.5%. 

The employees have reject-
ed the wage revision an-
nounced by the government, 
and the Joint Action Committee 
of State Road Transport Cor-
porations’ labour unions has 
called for an indefinite bus 
strike starting May 20.

Reacting to this, Transport 
Minister Ramalinga Reddy 
said, “We will pay the arrears 
of 26 months, and we will re-
vise wages by 12.5%, this is 
our government’s stand. We 
have communicated this to 
the transport employees”.

Responding to the transport 

employees’ strike issue on the 
day of the Sadhanā in Tumaku-
ru, he said, “I will speak when 
the time and situation arise. 
Earlier, wage revisions used to 
happen once every four years. 
The wage revision was due in 
2020, but it didn’t happen then 
because of Covid”.

“On April 1, 2023, when 
Basavaraj Bommai was CM, a 
15% wage revision was done. 
Along with that, transport em-
ployees have demanded that it 
must happen every four years. 
This has been discussed many 
times. The previous govern-
ment also gave a lot despite 
Covid hardships — we cannot 
deny that”, he said.
 ’No proposal to hike fares’
Meanwhile, Reddy clarified 
that there is no proposal to 
increase fares of government 
buses.

Close shave for passengers 
as moving bus catches fire

HASSAN
 

A private bus caught fire and 
was completely gutted after 
one of its tyres burst while it 
was moving, near Shanti-
grama in Hassan taluk early 
on Saturday. The passengers 
on board had a narrow escape.

The private bus (KA-
01-B-3164), was on its way 
from Mangaluru to Bengaluru 
with 36 passengers, including 
men, women, and children. 
Near Shantigrama, a tyre of 
the bus burst, and a fire broke 
out in the bus immediately 
after. The driver promptly 
stopped the bus on the road, 
and all passengers got off as 
soon as it halted.

The fire soon engulfed the 
entire bus, and the private bus 

was completely charred. Pas-
sengers got down in panic, 
and several of them lost their 
mobile phones and luggage to 
the fire. It is suspected that 
the bus tyre burst and caught 
fire due to overspeeding.

The passengers continued 
their journey in another bus. 
Fire brigade personnel arrived 
at the spot and extinguished 
the fire, but by then the bus 
had been completely burned. 

The Shantigrama police 
visited the spot.

Cong gears up 
for Sadhana 

Samavesha on 
May 20

BENGALURU
 

The ruling Congress govern-
ment led by CM Siddaramaiah, 
is preparing for a massive ‘Sad-
hana Samavesha’ in Tumakuru 
on May 20 to mark completion 
of three years in office.

The government has report-
edly begun large-scale prepa-
rations for the event, which is 
expected to witness participa-
tion of more than two lakh 
people. The event is being 
planned as a major political 
and administrative showcase 
highlighting the government’s 
achievements over the last 
three years. Revenue Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda recently 
inspected the venue and re-
viewed arrangements.

IN-SHORT
n �Unions reject 12.5% wage 

revision, demands 25%.

n �Unions insist that 25% 
wage revision should be 
effective from 1-1-2024

n �Plan to disrupt the  
government’s Sadhanā

n ��Night halt buses not to 
operate on May 19 itself

n �Unions call for indefinite 
strike by halting buses 
from May 20

n �Currently, the government 
has increased wages by 
12.5% from 2025

n �Decision to continue 
indefinite strike until the 
government calls for 
talks again.
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Minister’s transport firm named in tax fraud
BENGALURU

 
Officials of the Commercial 
Tax Department in Bengaluru 
have uncovered a massive 
fake Input Tax Credit (ITC) 
fraud estimated to be worth 
nearly Rs 2,000 crore. As part 
of the ongoing investigation 
into the large-scale tax eva-
sion network, the department 
has reportedly issued a notice 
to National Travels, a well-
known transport company 
linked to Karnataka minister 
B. Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan. 
Authorities suspect that vehi-

cles belonging to the compa-
ny may have been used in the 
alleged fraudulent operations 
involving fake scrap transpor-
tation and fabricated tax in-
voices.According to officials 
involved in the investigation, 
the fraud network allegedly 
operated by creating fake bills 
under the guise of transport-
ing scrap materials such as 
iron and other recyclable 
goods. Investigators believe 
that no actual business trans-
actions took place and that the 
accused generated fraudulent 
invoices solely to claim ille-

gal tax benefits through fake 
Input Tax Credit claims.

The Commercial Tax De-
partment stated that the scam 
involved the circulation of 

fake invoices and fabricated 
e-way bills to create the ap-
pearance of legitimate com-
mercial transactions. Author-
ities suspect that vehicles be-

longing to National Travels 
were allegedly used to sup-
port these false transport re-
cords and validate the fake 
business activities linked to 
the tax fraud.As part of the 
probe, the department has is-
sued a notice seeking clarifi-
cation regarding the use of the 
vehicles and related transport 
documentation. Officials are 
reportedly examining whether 
the vehicles were knowingly 
involved in the fraudulent ac-
tivities or whether they were 
used without proper over-
sight.Investigators have de-

scribed the case as one of the 
biggest fake ITC scams de-
tected in the state in recent 
years. The estimated value of 
the fraud has been pegged at 
nearly Rs 2,000 crore, raising 
serious concerns over misuse 
of the Goods and Services 
Tax system through shell 
companies and fabricated 
transport operations.The de-
partment has already intensi-
fied its crackdown on the al-
leged network and has so far 
arrested seven individuals 
believed to be key operators 
in the scam. Officials are cur-

rently interrogating the ac-
cused to identify the wider 
network of companies, trans-
port operators, and financial 
beneficiaries connected to the 
fraudulent transactions.Au-
thorities are also conducting a 
detailed examination of fake 
firms, forged e-way bills, and 
transport records allegedly 
used to facilitate the tax eva-
sion racket. Investigators be-
lieve that the questioning of 
arrested suspects may reveal 
additional links and potential-
ly expose a larger interstate 
fraud network.

ITC SCAM DETECTED

QUICK READ
Early monsoon  

set to bring summer 
relief

Human remains 
discovery sparks panic 

near Sarjapur

Reported hijab move 
sparks fresh public 

debate

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The India Meteorological 
Department has brought 

relief to people across 
Karnataka by forecasting 

the early arrival of the 
southwest monsoon this 
year. According to the lat-

est weather prediction, 
the monsoon is expected 
to reach the Kerala coast 
on May 26, nearly six days 

ahead of the normal 
schedule, and is likely to 
enter Karnataka around 

the same time. The devel-
opment comes amid in-
tense summer heat con-

ditions experienced 
across several parts of 

the state in recent weeks. 
Meteorological officials 
said favourable atmos-

pheric conditions over the 
Andaman Sea and the 
southern Bay of Bengal 

have accelerated the pro-
gress of the southwest 

monsoon. Normally, the 
monsoon reaches India 
around June 1, but this 

year weather systems ap-
pear to be supporting an 

earlier onset.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Human skeletal remains, 

including a skull and 
bones, were discovered 

near Mugaluru Lake close 
to Sarjapur in Anekal ta-
luk of Bengaluru district, 
creating panic among lo-

cal residents. The remains 
were reportedly spotted 

by shepherds grazing cat-
tle in the area, following 

which the police were 
alerted. Authorities have 

launched an investigation 
to identify the deceased 
and determine the cir-

cumstances surrounding 
the death. According to 
police sources, the inci-

dent came to light when 
local shepherds noticed 
skeletal remains lying in 
the open area near Mu-
galuru Lake. Alarmed by 

the discovery, they imme-
diately informed the Sar-
japur police station about 
the matter. Soon after re-
ceiving the information, 
police personnel rushed 

to the spot along with 
senior officers to inspect 

the area. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-

ment’s reported decision 
to allow girls to wear hi-
jab in schools has trig-
gered reactions from 

members of the public, 
with several residents 
expressing support for 

the move. In Bengaluru, 
some citizens stated 

that the decision would 
help students feel more 
comfortable and secure 
while attending educa-
tional institutions. The 

issue of wearing hijab in 
educational institutions 
has remained a widely 

discussed social and po-
litical topic in Karnataka 
over the past few years. 

Two-hour metro disruption 
scheduled for today morning

Metro rail services on Bengaluru’s Purple Line will face partial disruption for 
two hours on May 17 owing to technical maintenance and urgent safety-related 

works, the Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL) announced. 

Bengaluru airport 
records strong 
FY26 growth

 BENGALURU
 

According to an official state-
ment released after the board 
meeting, Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport registered 
strong growth in both domes-
tic and international opera-
tions during the 2025-26 fi-
nancial year. The airport re-
corded a total passenger 
movement of 44.47 million, 
reflecting a substantial in-
crease driven by rising do-
mestic travel demand and a 
sharp rise in international pas-
senger traffic.

The airport also handled ap-
proximately 532,000 metric 
tonnes of cargo during the 
same period, underlining Ben-
galuru’s growing importance 
as a logistics and trade hub in 
the country. Airport authori-
ties said the increase in cargo 
movement was supported by 
strong demand from sectors 
such as electronics, pharma-
ceuticals, e-commerce, and 
perishable goods transporta-
tion.

The performance review 
meeting examined the air-
port’s operational highlights, 
infrastructure development 
initiatives, and future expan-
sion plans. Officials noted 
that the sustained growth in 
passenger traffic and cargo 
operations demonstrates the 
airport’s strategic role in 
strengthening India’s aviation 
and logistics sectors.

BIAL stated that the contin-
ued increase in international 
travel has been one of the ma-
jor contributors to the air-
port’s overall growth. Im-
proved connectivity to global 
destinations, expansion of 
airline operations, and in-
creasing business and tourism 
travel from Bengaluru have 
significantly boosted passen-
ger numbers over the past 
year.Domestic travel demand 
also remained stable through-
out the financial year, with 

the airport witnessing high 
passenger movement across 
major metropolitan cities and 
regional destinations. Offi-
cials attributed this growth to 
increasing air travel prefer-
ences, improved connectivity, 
and the expansion of airline 
services from Bengaluru.

Airport authorities further 
highlighted several develop-
ment initiatives aimed at en-
hancing passenger experi-
ence, improving operational 
efficiency, and expanding 
cargo handling capabilities. 
The review meeting also dis-
cussed long-term infrastruc-
ture planning to accommodate 
future growth in air traffic and 
cargo demand.

Kempegowda International 
Airport has consistently 
emerged as one of India’s 
leading airports in terms of 
operational performance and 
passenger convenience. The 
latest figures reflect Bengalu-
ru’s growing status as a major 
economic, technological, and 
international travel center in 
the country.Officials said the 
airport will continue focusing 
on capacity expansion, sus-
tainability measures, and 
technology-driven improve-
ments to support increasing 
passenger and cargo traffic in 
the coming years.

BENGALURU
 

The temporary interruption 
will affect train operations be-
tween Hosahalli and Cubbon 
Park stations from 7 am to 9 
am. Authorities said that met-
ro services on other sections 
of the Purple Line, as well as 
the Green and Yellow Lines, 
will continue to function nor-
mally during the maintenance 
period.According to a state-
ment issued by BMRCL, 
emergency and essential safe-
ty works will be undertaken 
between Nadaprabhu Kempe-
gowda Station, Majestic, and 
Sir M. Visvesvaraya Station, 
Central College. The corpora-

tion stated that the technical 
maintenance activities are 
necessary to ensure safe and 
efficient metro operations on 
the network.Due to the sched-
uled works, train services be-
tween Sri Balagangadharana-
tha Swamiji Station, also 
known as Hosahalli, and Cub-
bon Park Metro Station 
will remain partially 
disrupted for two 
hours in the morn-
ing. Commuters 
travelling on this 
stretch have been 
advised to plan 
their journeys in ad-
vance and consider alter-
native transport arrangements 

during the affected period.
BMRCL clarified that regular 
metro operations on the dis-
rupted section will resume 
after 9 am on May 17. The 
corporation also assured pas-
sengers that the remaining 
stretches of the Purple Line 
will continue to operate as per 
the normal timetable despite 

the temporary interruption.
Train services from 

Challaghatta to Vi-
jayanagar and from M. 
G. Road to Whitefield 
(Kadugodi) stations 

will function according 
to the usual schedule with-

out any changes. In addition, 
the Green Line services be-

tween Madavara and Silk In-
stitute stations will remain 
unaffected throughout the 
day.The recently introduced 
Yellow Line corridor between 
R. V. Road and Bommasandra 
will also continue regular op-
erations without any disrup-
tion, BMRCL said in its noti-
fication.Metro authorities 
urged passengers to stay up-
dated through official an-
nouncements and station dis-
plays for any additional travel 
advisories. The maintenance 
exercise is part of ongoing ef-
forts to improve commuter 
safety and maintain opera-
tional reliability across the 
Bengaluru Metro network.

Kempegowda 
International Airport 

Bengaluru has achieved 
another major milestone 
in passenger and cargo 

movement during the 
2025-26 financial year. 

The airport handled more 
than 44 million 

passengers and 
transported over 532,000 
metric tonnes of  cargo, 

reinforcing its position as 
one of  India’s busiest 
and fastest-growing 

aviation hubs. 

The wage revision dispute between the Karnataka government and state 
transport employees has intensified further, with transport workers’ 
unions officially preparing for an indefinite bus strike from May 20. 

BUS SERVICES FACING STATE-
WIDE SHUTDOWN THREAT

BENGALURU
 

The employees have rejected 
the government’s latest pro-
posal of a 12.5 percent salary 
hike and continue to demand 
a 25 percent wage increase 
with retrospective effect from 
January 2024. Adding pres-
sure on the government, 
transport workers have also 
announced a protest during 
the state government’s three-
year achievement convention 
scheduled to be held in Tu-
makuru on May 19.

The ongoing conflict be-
tween the Karnataka govern-
ment and transport employees 
has emerged as a major chal-
lenge for the administration, 
especially with the possibility 
of widespread disruption to 
public transport services 
across the state. Transport 
employees have been de-
manding a significant revision 
in salaries for several weeks 
and have accused the govern-
ment of failing to address 
their concerns adequately.

Initially, the state govern-
ment had proposed a 7 per-

cent salary increase in an at-
tempt to resolve the dispute. 
However, transport employ-
ees rejected the offer, insist-
ing that it did not meet their 
long-pending demands. Sub-
sequent negotiations conduct-
ed by the Transport Minister 
also failed to produce a break-
through.The matter later 
reached the Chief Minister’s 
office, following which the 
government announced a re-
vised order granting a 12.5 
percent wage increase appli-
cable from March 2025. De-
spite this revised offer, trans-
port unions firmly rejected the 
proposal, maintaining that 
employees deserve a 25 per-
cent salary hike effective 
from January 2024.In a fur-
ther escalation of the protest, 
t ransport  workers have 
planned demonstrations 
during the government’s Sad-
hana Samavesha event in Tu-
makuru on May 19, which 
marks the completion of three 
years of the current adminis-
tration. Hundreds of drivers 
and conductors are expected 
to gather near the Tumakuru 

Town Hall wearing black 
clothes as a mark of protest 
against the government’s 
stand on wage revision.

Although the indefinite 
strike is officially scheduled 
to begin on May 20, transport 
employees have warned that 
bus services across Karnataka 
could begin shutting down 
from the night of May 19 it-
self. This has raised concerns 
over severe inconvenience to 
daily commuters, office work-
ers, and passengers dependent 
on state-run transport ser-
vices.Meanwhile, the govern-
ment is reportedly consider-
ing invoking the Essential 
Services Maintenance Act 
(ESMA) to prevent disruption 
to public transport operations. 
However, union leaders have 
declared that they will not 
withdraw the protest even if 
ESMA is enforced. Employee 
representatives have stated 
that the agitation will contin-
ue until their demands are ful-
ly met, setting the stage for a 
major confrontation between 
the government and transport 
workers in the coming days.

Governor appoints Dr. Ramya to 
Maharani Cluster University Syndicate
BENGALURU

 
Dr. A. Ramya Ramesh, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the HMR 
Group of Institutions, has been 
appointed as a syndicate member 
of Bengaluru’s prestigious Ma-
harani Cluster University. The 
official order was issued by the 
Governor of Karnataka, who 
serves as the Chancellor of the 
university. According to the Gov-
ernor's Secretariat, her three-year 
tenure will formally commence on 
July 7, marking a significant addi-
tion to the university's leadership.
Dr. Ramya is widely recognized 
for her dual excellence in educa-
tional administration and impact-
ful social service. Her philan-
thropic work heavily focuses on 
women's empowerment, health-
care, and promoting education for 

underprivileged children. Notably, 
she has spearheaded initiatives to 
adopt government schools, pro-
viding them with essential infra-
structure and land sites, particular-
ly in the Hennur area.Academics 
and community leaders have 
warmly welcomed her nomina-
tion. There is widespread confi-
dence that her rich administrative 
experience and dedication to so-
cial welfare will immensely bene-
fit Maharani Cluster University’s 
future development and academic 
governance.

MLA G.T. Devegowda meets JD(S) Supremo Deve Gowda
BENGALURU

 
Speculation surrounding the 
political future of Karnataka 
MLA G. T. Devegowda ap-
pears to have ended after he 
met Janata Dal (Secular) su-
premo and former Prime Min-
ister H. D. Deve Gowda in 
Bengaluru. Following the 
meeting, the senior leader 
clarified that he would contest 
the 2028 Assembly elections 
from the Chamundeshwari 
constituency on a JD(S) tick-
et, dismissing rumours about 
his possible shift towards the 
Congress party.

The meeting between the 
two leaders attracted consid-
erable political attention as 
G.T. Devegowda had been 
maintaining distance from 
party activities for several 

months. Political observers 
had speculated about growing 
differences within the party, 
particularly after the MLA re-
portedly expressed displea-
sure over not being given the 
JD(S) Legislature Party lead-
ership position.G.T. Deve-
gowda, popularly known as 
GTD, had remained largely 
inactive in the party’s organi-
sational activities in recent 
months, fuelling speculation 
about his political intentions. 
His public statements praising 
Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah had further inten-
sified discussions about a pos-
sible rapprochement with the 
Congress party.The rumours 
gained momentum amid re-
ports that the senior MLA was 
unhappy with the party lead-
ership after being denied a 

prominent role within the leg-
islative wing of JD(S). His 
absence from several par-
ty-related activities and 
events also added to the un-
certainty surrounding his po-
litical future.Against this 
backdrop, his sudden visit to 
H. D. Deve Gowda’s resi-
dence in Padmanabhanagar 
generated significant curiosity 
within political circles. The 
two leaders reportedly held 
discussions for some time 
during the meeting, marking 
one of their notable interac-
tions after a prolonged period.

After the meeting, G.T. De-
vegowda publicly reaffirmed 
his respect and loyalty to-
wards the former Prime Min-
ister and the JD(S). He 
praised Deve Gowda’s contri-
butions to national politics 

and his longstanding commit-
ment to farmers’ welfare.

Speaking to reporters, the 
MLA said that Deve Gowda 
is a nationally respected lead-
er whose achievements as 
Prime Minister continue to be 
acknowledged across the 
country. He also mentioned 
that even Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has appreciated 
Deve Gowda’s qualities and 
leadership.G.T. Devegowda 
stated that the former Prime 
Minister has always worked 
to carry party leaders and 
workers together while re-
maining committed to farmers 
and rural communities. He 
added that he holds immense 
respect for Deve Gowda and 
also enquired about the health 
of family elder Chennamma 
during the visit.

Karnataka orders 
registration of 
school lands

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Revenue De-
partment has initiated a major 
administrative exercise to pro-
tect land used by thousands of 
government schools and col-
leges across the state. The de-
partment has directed that 
lands occupied and used by 
government educational insti-
tutions must be officially re-
corded in revenue documents, 
including pahani and Record 
of Rights (RTC) registers, in 
the names of the respective in-
stitutions. In an important 
move aimed at safeguarding 
public educational properties, 
the Revenue Commissionerate 
has issued an official circular 
containing urgent and manda-
tory instructions to Deputy 
Commissioners of all districts 
in Karnataka. The order seeks 
immediate action to ensure 
that lands currently being used 
by government schools and 
colleges are formally entered 
into official land records.The 
issue had remained unresolved 
for several years despite the 
continuous functioning of 
many educational institutions 
on such lands. The problem 
gained widespread public at-
tention after investigative me-
dia reports revealed that thou-
sands of government schools 
lacked proper land documen-
tation in revenue records.
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Summer camp  
boosts intellectual 

growth in Ripponpete 

Police arrest two  
for illegal cattle 

transport 

Series protests 
demand cancellation 

of nuclear project plan

Ripponpete
A summer children’s 

camp organised by the 
Library Awareness Cen-

tre concluded at the 
Gram Panchayat hall 

with a closing ceremony 
attended by students, 
teachers and organis-

ers. T M Narasimha, for-
mer president of the 

Kannada Sahitya 
Parishat taluk unit, said 

summer camps help 
enhance intellectual 

abilities and make holi-
days meaningful for 

children. He added that 
participation in diverse 

activities with other 
children builds skills, 

encourages expression 
of talent, and fosters 
social interaction and 
confidence develop-

ment. Students show-
cased group dance, 

singing and drama per-
formances during the 
programme, with or-

ganisers Shalini, Laksh-
mi and Wahida also 
present at the event. 

Overall, the camp 
aimed to support crea-
tivity, learning and con-
fidence development 

skills.

Moodbidri
Police in Moodbidri ar-
rested two men, Mo-

hammed Arif and Imran 
alias Ibrahim, for alleg-
edly transporting cattle 
illegally in a car after a 
dramatic chase near 

Gundukallu Cross. Po-
lice received credible in-
formation during patrol 
that cattle were being 

moved from Beluvai to-
wards Marnaadu Ali-
yoor route. When of-
ficers attempted to 

stop the vehicle, the ac-
cused sped away and 
later abandoned the 

car inside a compound, 
trying to escape on 

foot. Police chased and 
detained both sus-

pects, recovering a calf 
tied cruelly in the rear 
seat after removing 

seats and covering with 
plastic. They have prior 
cases including cattle 

theft, NDPS and related 
offences registered 
across multiple sta-

tions, and vehicle was 
seized authorities.

Sagara
A series of protests has 

been announced de-
manding the cancella-

tion of the proposed nu-
clear power plant pro-
ject at Besuru. Project 

opposition forum presi-
dent B A Indudhar Besu-

ru said the movement 
will continue until the 
government officially 

withdraws the plan af-
fecting Besuru and oth-
er Malnad regions. Pro-
test activities will begin 

with a demonstration by 
more than 200 children 
at Hulidevarabana, fol-
lowed by a padayatra 

from Basavanna temple 
to the Sagara Assistant 
Commissioner’s office. 
Continuous dharna will 
be held in front of the 
AC office, and a major 

protest is planned at the 
Shivamogga Deputy 

Commissioner’s office 
later. Organisers also 
warned of extending 

protests to Bengaluru’s 
Freedom Park if de-
mands are not met. 

They stressed that dis-
placement fears are ris-
ing among thousands of 

families and called for 
all-party support for the 

agitation against the 
nuclear power project 

proposal.

Kolhapuradamma Sidi festival celebrated grandly in 5 Villages
CHIKKAMAGALURU

The Sidi festival of Sri Kol-
hapuradamma was celebrated 
with great devotion and gran-
deur across the five villages 
of Idoor in Chikkamagaluru 
district, drawing a large gath-
ering of devotees and show-
casing rich traditional rituals.

As part of the festivities at 
Donikhan Sri Kolhapuradam-
ma temple, the sacred Sidi 

pole and wooden structure 
were ceremonially purified 
by village leaders and devo-
tees using water, followed by 
the application of oil as per 
tradition. The structure was 
then taken in a grand proces-
sion through the main streets 
of the village accompanied 
by various folk art troupes 
before being brought to the 
temple premises.

Before the commencement 

of the main ritual, a special-
ly prepared offering known 
as “Bana” was brought from 

the Gowda household in a 
procession to the temple to 
pacify and sanctify the Sidi 
pole. After the rituals, the 
Sidi festival was formally 
conducted with prayers and 
celebrations.

The festival is jointly cele-
brated by residents of five 
villages—Kote, Donikhan, 
Hosamane Badavane, Muru-
manehalli, and Shankarapu-
ra—who continue to uphold 

this centuries-old tradition 
with deep reverence. One of 
the unique features of the 
festival is that farmers from 
these villages participate by 
decorating bullock carts and 
taking part in a procession 
through Chikkamagaluru 
town.

Historically, these five vil-
lages were part of a unified 
community that worshipped 
the same village deity, Kol-

hapuradamma. Although ad-
ministrative boundaries later 
separated them, the shared 
tradition of worship has con-
tinued without interruption.

Locals describe the festival 
as a symbol of unity, heri-
tage, and devotion. Cultural 
programs held during the 
night and the active partici-
pation of villagers make the 
event especially vibrant and 
significant each year.

TRADITIONAL FOLK PROCESSION

Hebbalkar questions PM Modi 
over preventive measures taken

Karnataka minister Lakshmi Hebbalkar urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
explain precautionary measures implemented by the Union government.

UDUPI

Karnataka minister Lakshmi 
Hebbalkar questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi over 
the precautionary measures 
adopted by the Union govern-
ment, asking him to clearly 
explain what actions had 
been taken instead of merely 
advising citizens on what 
they should avoid doing.

Hebbalkar said people 
across the country were re-
peatedly being told what not 
to do during sensitive situa-
tions, but the Centre had 
failed to communicate the 
preventive measures imple-
mented at the national level. 
She stated that citizens had a 
right to know how the gov-
ernment was preparing itself 
and  p ro t ec t i ng  pub l i c  
interests.

The minister remarked that 
issuing warnings and instruc-
tions alone would not reas-
sure the public unless the 
government also shared de-
tails of concrete administra-
tive steps and safety mea-
sures. According to her, trans-
parency in governance be-
comes especially important 
during times of uncertainty 
and public concern.

Hebbalkar also criticised 
what she described as selec-
tive communication by the 

Centre, alleging that the gov-
ernment often shifted respon-
sibility onto citizens while 
avoiding accountability re-
garding its own preparedness. 
She maintained that effective 
governance required both 
public cooperation and visi-
ble action from authorities.

During the interaction, the 
minister urged the Prime 
Minister to openly address 
the nation about the preven-
tive strategies being imple-
mented and the steps taken to 
avoid potential problems. She 
said such communication 
would help build confidence 
among citizens and reduce 
confusion.

Her remarks come amid 
continuing political exchang-
es between the ruling Con-
gress government in Karnata-
ka and the BJP-led Union 

government on issues related 
to administration, public safe-
ty, and governance.

Hebbalkar further stated 
that state governments were 
doing their part to maintain 
public confidence and ensure 
smooth administration. How-
ever, she stressed that coordi-
nated efforts between the 
Centre and states were essen-
tial in dealing with any major 
challenge affecting people.

The minister’s comments 
have since triggered political 
reactions, with opposition 
leaders defending the Cen-
tre’s approach while Con-
gress leaders backing Heb-
balkar’s demand for greater 
clarity and accountability 
from the Union government 
regarding precautionary ac-
t ions and preparedness  
measures.

BJP Yuva Morcha 
stages protest 

against Hebbalkar
BJP Yuva Morcha 

workers staged a “Go 
Back” protest against 

Karnataka minister 
Lakshmi Hebbalkar 

during her Udupi visit.

UDUPI

BJP Yuva Morcha workers 
staged a “Go Back” protest 
against Karnataka minister 
Lakshmi Hebbalkar during 
her visit to Udupi, accusing 
her of making controversial 
remarks and disrespecting the 
sentiments of the people in 
the coastal district.

The protest was organised 
by the Udupi district unit of 
the BJP Yuva Morcha near the 
venue of the minister’s pro-
gramme. Demonstrators 
raised slogans against Heb-
balkar and demanded that she 
apologise for her recent state-
ments targeting the Union 
government and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

Police personnel were de-
ployed in large numbers to 
prevent any untoward inci-
dents and maintain law and 
order during the protest. Pro-
testers carrying placards crit-
icised the minister’s com-
ments and alleged that Con-
gress leaders were attempting 
to create unnecessary political 
controversy.

Yuva Morcha leaders stat-
ed that Udupi district has al-
ways maintained strong na-
tionalist sentiments and ac-
cused Hebbalkar of making 
irresponsible remarks against 
the Centre. They claimed her 
statements had hurt the feel-
ings of BJP supporters and 
patriotic citizens in the  
region.

The protesters further al-
leged that the Congress gov-
ernment in Karnataka was 
trying to politicise sensitive 
matters instead of cooperating 

with the Centre on develop-
mental and security-related 
issues. They warned that sim-
ilar protests would continue if 
Congress leaders made re-
marks perceived as anti-na-
tional or misleading.

Despite the protest, Heb-
balkar continued with her 
scheduled engagements under 
police security. The situation 
remained peaceful, and no 
major untoward incidents 
were reported during the 
demonstration.

Political tensions between 
the Congress and BJP have 
intensified in Karnataka in re-
cent weeks, with leaders from 
both parties exchanging criti-
cism over governance, public 
safety, and Centre-state  
relations.

The BJP Yuva Morcha said 
its protest was intended to 
convey public dissatisfaction 
over the minister’s statements 
and to defend the image of the 
Prime Minister and the Union 
government.

Congress leaders, however, 
defended Hebbalkar, stating 
that she had merely sought 
clarification regarding precau-
tionary measures and gover-
nance issues. They accused 
BJP workers of attempting to 
divert attention from legiti-
mate public concerns by stag-
ing protests against opposi-
tion leaders.

Karnataka HC upholds arrest over 
maintenance payment default

The Karnataka High Court has upheld arrest proceedings against a Mangaluru man for 
allegedly wilfully defaulting on court-ordered maintenance payments to his wife.

MANGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has upheld coercive action, 
including an arrest warrant, 
against a Mangaluru resident 
for allegedly failing to com-
ply with court-ordered main-
tenance payments to his wife. 
The ruling reinforces that lit-
igants cannot avoid mainte-
nance obligations by citing 
pending legal proceedings.

Justice Dr. K Manmatha 
Rao delivered the order while 
hearing a petition filed by 
Shailesh Kumar, who had 
challenged the arrest warrant 
issued by the Mangaluru fam-
ily court. The warrant was 
issued after he allegedly de-
faulted on maintenance pay-
ments ordered in favour of his 

wife, Nisha S Kumar.
The High Court observed 

that repeated non-compliance 
with maintenance orders 
amounted to “wilful disobedi-
ence” of judicial directions. 
The bench clarified that 
courts possess authority under 
Section 125(3) of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code to enforce 
maintenance orders through 
coercive measures, including 
arrest warrants.

The court stated that main-
tenance payments cannot be 
indefinitely delayed merely 
because related proceedings 
or revision petitions are pend-
ing before higher courts. It 
also noted that the petitioner 
had been given sufficient op-
portunities to explain the de-
fault but failed to provide 

convincing reasons before the 
trial court.

Rejecting the petitioner’s 
contention that the arrest war-
rant violated his fundamental 
right to personal liberty under 
Article 21 of the Constitution, 
the High Court ruled that law-
ful enforcement of judicial 
orders does not infringe con-
stitutional protections.

According to case records, 
the couple married in 1998 
and have a son born in 2000. 
Following marital disputes, 
Nisha approached the family 

court in 2014 seeking interim 
maintenance of Rs 5 lakh per 
month.

The family court initially 
granted interim maintenance 
of Rs 12,750 per month. After 
detailed hearings, the amount 
was later revised to between 
Rs 1.80 lakh and Rs 2.80 lakh 
per month for the wife and 
son, along with 7.5 percent 
interest on arrears.

Shailesh Kumar challenged 
the revised order before the 
High Court, where the revision 
petition remains pending. 
Meanwhile, the family court 
directed him to deposit 50 per-
cent of the awarded amount. 
Following alleged non-compli-
ance, an arrest warrant was 
issued, leading to his arrest 
and later release on bail.

Madhu Bangarappa applauds Beary 
community’s educational & political Legacy
MANGALURU 

Primary and Secondary Edu-
cation Minister Madhu Bang-
arappa praised the Beary 
community for its longstand-
ing contribution to education, 
business, and politics during 
the decennial celebrations of 
the Bearys Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry held at 
Morgans Gate in Mangaluru 
on Saturday.

Addressing the gathering as 
chief guest, Bangarappa re-
called the strong support his 
father, former chief minister S 
Bangarappa, received from 
the Beary community in Dak-
shina Kannada. He said the 
community had played a key 
role in strengthening his fa-
ther politically and socially in 
the coastal region.

Highlighting the education-
al progress of the community, 
he said that during S Bang-
arappa’s tenure as chief min-
ister in 1991 and 1992, per-
mission was granted for a 
dental college for their com-
munity. He added that ap-
proval was also given to the 
Yenepoya institution during 
the same period, which has 
since grown into a leading ed-
ucational establishment in 

Karnataka.
Bangarappa also appreciat-

ed the efforts of noted social 
worker Dr Harekala Hajabba 
in promoting education. He 
said the government readily 
approves projects related to 
schools whenever Hajabba 
approaches authorities with 
requests.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Dr. Y Abdulla 
Kunhi, vice chancellor of Ye-
nepoya Deemed to be Univer-
sity. MLA Vedavyas Kamath, 
MLC Ivan D’Souza, former 
MLA Moydin Bava, and sev-
eral other dignitaries attended 
the event.

During the celebrations, the 
‘Beary Legend Award’ was 
conferred on Dr. Y Abdulla 

Kunhi in recognition of his 
contributions to education and 
society. Cultural programmes, 
along with the release of the 
‘Banya’ bulletin and a com-
memorative souvenir, added 
colour to the occasion.

Leaders of the Bearys 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry said the organisation 
would continue encouraging 
educational initiatives, entre-
preneurship, and cultural 
preservation among youth. 
The event also brought to-
gether businessmen, commu-
nity representatives, academi-
cians, and social workers 
from different districts, re-
flecting the growing influence 
of the Beary community 
across Karnataka and beyond.

Authorities remove unauthorized 
flower market in Shivamogga

SHIVAMOGGA

Shivamogga civic authorities 
carried out a clearance drive 
to remove an unauthorized 
flower market operating near 
the Shivappa Nayaka statue in 
the city, citing public incon-
venience and violation of mu-
nicipal regulations.

The drive was conducted 
after repeated complaints 
from residents and shop own-
ers about traffic congestion 
and obstruction caused by the 
illegal stalls. Officials said the 
flower vendors had set up 
makeshift shops on public 
space without obtaining nec-
essary permissions from the 
municipal corporation.

According to officials, the 
unauthorized market had 
been operating for several 
days, leading to crowding in 
the area, especially during 
morning hours when flower 
trade activity peaks. The con-
gestion reportedly affected 
pedestrian movement and 
created difficulties for vehi-
cles passing through the busy 
junction.

During the operation, civic 
workers dismantled tempo-
rary sheds, removed goods 

placed on pavements, and 
cleared the encroached space. 
Police personnel were de-
ployed to ensure that the evic-
tion process was carried out 
peacefully and without resis-
tance from vendors.

Officials stated that prior 
warnings had been issued to 
the vendors asking them to 
vacate the area and shift to 
designated market spaces. 
However, as the instructions 
were not followed, the author-
ities were compelled to take 
enforcement action.

The Shivamogga City Mu-
nicipal Corporation reiterated 
that public spaces must not be 
occupied for commercial ac-
tivities without authorization. 
It added that such encroach-
ments not only violate rules 
but also hinder smooth traffic 
flow and pose safety risks.

Some vendors expressed 

concern over the sudden evic-
tion, stating that the location 
was important for their daily 
livelihood. They requested the 
authorities to provide an alter-
native space where they could 
continue their business with-
out disruption.

Civic officials assured that 
steps would be taken to iden-
tify suitable vending zones for 
displaced traders under the 
street vending policy. They 
also emphasized that regular 
monitoring drives would con-
tinue to prevent the re-emer-
gence of unauthorized mar-
kets in the city.

Residents welcomed the 
clearance operation, saying it 
would help ease traffic con-
gestion and improve cleanli-
ness around the Shivappa 
Nayaka statue area, which is 
a prominent landmark in  
Shivamogga.
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Koppal jail hosts prisoner reform interaction program 
KOPPAL

Koppal District Jail hosted a 
special interaction program 
on May 15 aimed at reform-
ing prisoners and encouraging 
posit ive change among  
them. More than 140 inmates 
participated in the session  
organized jointly by the  
District Prisons Department 
and the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority. 

The discussion was led by 
noted writer and Kendra Sah-
itya Akademi awardee Nadoja 
Dr. Kum. Veerabhadrappa, 

who engaged the prisoners in 
open conversation. Inmates 
raised questions on human 
behavior, caste system, pover-
ty, hunger and issues related 

to POCSO cases. 
The writer responded with 

simple explanations and en-
couraged them to reflect on 
life and society. 

Senior Civil Judge and 
Member Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
Mahantesh S. Daragada inau-
gurated the program and said 
such interactions help prison-
ers express themselves freely 
and think about rehabilitation. 

Jail Superintendent Ambar-
ish S. Poojary said the main 
goal of prisons is reformation, 
not punishment alone, and 
such programs support that 
mission. He added that  
guidance from writers and ex-
perts can help inmates recon-
nect with families and lead 

better lives after release. 
Assistant Jailer F. G. Bari-

kare, psychiatric counselor  
A. K. Haoji, prison staff and 
officials were present during 
the session. Authorities said 
similar programs will contin-
ue to support behavioral 
change and social reintegra-
tion of prisoners in future. 

Officials said the initiative 
aims to reduce repeat offences 
and promote dignity, aware-
ness, education, and mental 
health support among inmates 
inside the prison system.

LEGAL-AWARENESS-DRIVE
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Case registered 
against illegal cattle 
trafficking network 

Shivamogga clears 
illegal flower shops  

for traffic

CH NEWS, Mangaluru
Police in Mangaluru res-

cued 27 buffaloes being il-
legally transported in an 

Eicher goods vehicle near 
Jappinamogaru on Satur-
day morning after activists 

alerted them about sus-
pected cattle trafficking 

on a highway route. Police 
stopped the vehicle and 

checked it finding animals 
packed in poor conditions 
without space or ventila-

tion. The buffaloes were re 
portedly being taken from 
Haveri to Kerala. Officials 
suspect violations of ani-
mal transport rules. The 
vehicle was seized and a 

case was registered. Police 
said probe is on to trace 
those involved including 

owners and tran sporters 
responsible for the illegal 
movement of animals in 

Karnataka and Kerala.

CH NEWS, Shivamogga
Police in Shivamogga re-

moved illegal flower shops 
on Old Taluk Office Road 

to ease traffic and improve 
public movement, officials 
said on Saturday. The joint 
operation was led by traf-
fic police and city corpora-
tion staff. The shops had 
been causing congestion 

for a long time, forcing pe-
destrians, students, and 

vehicles to struggle on the 
busy stretch. Authorities 
said traders were earlier 
given time and alternate 
space in a nearby parking 
complex. Despite repeat-
ed warnings, encroach-

ments continued, leading 
to strict action. Officials 

said the cleared road will 
now ensure smoother 
traffic flow and safer 

walking space for resi-
dents and students daily.

SHIVAMOGGA

Karnataka State Farmers’ 
Association and Green Army 
State President H.R. Basa-
varajappa on Saturday urged 
both central and state govern-
ments to ensure there is no 
shortage of fertilizers for 
farmers during the upcoming 
agricultural season.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Shivamogga, he said 
global tensions, including 
conflicts in the Middle East, 
have disrupted supply chains 
and increased prices of fertil-
izers such as urea and DAP. 
He added that production has 
also been affected due to 
shortage of raw materials im-
ported from abroad.

He claimed that the country 
requires about two crore 

tonnes of urea for the mon-
soon season, but availability 
is still insufficient, creating a 
major gap in supply. He 
warned that this shortage 
could directly impact crop 
output and food grain produc-
tion if not addressed urgently.

Basavarajappa also raised 
concern that farmers cultivat-
ing Bagarhukum lands are not 
receiving adequate fertilizer 
supply. He said cultivation is 
being carried out on about 
1.71 lakh hectares of such 

land, and lack of inputs could 
reduce agricultural yield and 
create food security issues.

He urged the government to 
frame clear distribution rules 
and ensure timely delivery of 
urea and DAP to all catego-
ries of farmers without dis-
crimination. He said advance 
planning is necessary to avoid 
crisis during peak farming pe-
riods.

He also commented on the 
push for organic farming, say-
ing while it is a good long-

term goal, immediate transi-
tion is not practical. He sug-
gested that the government 
should support organic farm-
ing with subsidies for cattle, 
sheds, and other required in-
frastructure.

He criticized certain policy 
statements, saying farming 
realities differ from ideal rec-
ommendations and implemen-
tation challenges must be con-
sidered.

He also mentioned that on-
going strike by land surveyors 
has affected survey work, 
land records, and legal pro-
cesses, causing inconvenience 
to farmers. He urged the gov-
ernment to resolve the issue 
quickly to restore normal ag-
ricultural administration and 
support rural livelihoods 
across Karnataka.

Basavarajappa raised concerns over fertilizer shortages on Bagarhukum 
lands, urging fair, timely urea and DAP distribution to protect yields

Farmers’ Association warns of 
upcoming fertilizer shortage 

KARKALA

In a strong message against 
roadside littering, officials of 
the Sanur Gram Panchayat im-
posed a fine on a group of 
tourists who allegedly dumped 
plastic waste near the Karka-
la–Moodbidri highway on Sat-
urday.

The incident occurred near 
Sanur at around 3 pm when 
tourists travelling from Koppal 
in two vehicles stopped for 
lunch along the roadside. After 
finishing their meal, the group 
allegedly discarded plastic 
waste and food packets in the 
area, leaving the roadside lit-
tered.

Sanur Panchayat Develop-
ment Officer Vishwanath 
reached the location and con-
fronted the tourists over the 
act. He insisted that the group 
clear the waste and pay a pen-
alty for violating cleanliness 
norms.However, the tourists 
reportedly resisted the move 
and refused to pay the fine. 
According to locals, they ques-
tioned whether the panchayat 

had installed signboards warn-
ing against littering and argued 
that no such system existed in 
their native place.

The argument intensified 
before officials contacted po-
lice helpline 112 seeking assis-
tance. The tourists were then 
directed to appear before the 
Karkala Town Police Station 
for further action.

Meanwhile, several local 
residents backed the panchayat 
officials and appreciated the 
strict stand taken against litter-
ing. Residents said careless 
disposal of plastic waste by 
visitors has become a recur-
ring problem in the region and 
welcomed the enforcement 
action.Officials also docu-
mented the incident by captur-
ing photographs and videos of 

the waste dumped along the 
roadside. Sources said the 
tourists later attempted to 
avoid proceedings by driving 
away rapidly through the 
Padubidri route near Pulkery 
bypass.Initially, police report-
edly informed the panchayat 
that only a small penalty could 
be imposed under IPC provi-
sions. Unwilling to let the mat-
ter go lightly, the Panchayat 
Development Officer escalated 
the issue through district-level 
authorities.Subsequently, ac-
tion was initiated under the 
Panchayat Act, and the tourists 
were finally fined Rs 2,000. 
Local residents urged authori-
ties to continue strict enforce-
ment to maintain cleanliness 
and protect the environment in 
tourist areas.

Panchayat cracks down on 
littering tourists in Sanur

TIRTHAHALLI

Senior BJP leader and former 
Karnataka Home Min-
ister Araga Jnanendra 
has strongly criticised 
the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka over 
its decision to withdraw 
the hijab restriction or-
der in educational insti-
tutions, accusing the ruling par-
ty of indulging in “minority 
appeasement politics”.

In a statement released to the 
media on Saturday, Araga 
Jnanendra said the earlier BJP 
government had prioritised 
school uniforms and prohibited 
the wearing of hijab inside 
classrooms to maintain unifor-
mity and discipline among stu-
dents.“The BJP government 

had issued clear directions that 
school uniforms must be fol-
lowed and hijab should not be 

allowed in classrooms. 
But the Congress gov-
ernment has now with-
drawn that order and 
permitted hijab again,” 
he alleged.

Targeting the Con-
gress government fur-

ther, the BJP MLA claimed the 
administration was encourag-
ing religious divisions among 
students for political gains. He 
alleged that the Congress lead-
ership was trying to consoli-
date Muslim votes through 
various welfare and education-
al measures aimed at minori-
ties.Araga Jnanendra also crit-
icised the government’ s stand 
on allowing both hijab and re-

ligious symbols such as ‘jani-
vara’ in educational institu-
tions. He argued that schools 
should promote equality and 
secular values among children 
rather than religious identity. 
He further claimed that several 
Muslim-majority countries had 
imposed restrictions on hijab 
in educational institutions, 
while Karnataka was moving 
in the opposite direction. The 
former minister alleged that the 
Congress government was pur-
suing policies aimed solely at 
vote-bank politics.The BJP lea 
der warned that such decisions 
could create social divisions 
and adversely affect the educa-
tional atmosphere in the state. 
He stated that the BJP would 
continue to oppose the move 
politically and ideologically.

He alleged BJP mandated school uniforms banning hijab, while 
Congress later withdrew the order and permitted hijab again

Araga Jnanendra opposes hijab 
restriction withdrawal order 

BENGALURU 

Karnataka Pharma Retailers & 
Distributors Organization 
(KPRDO) held a press meet on 
Saturday to announce that they 
will not be participating in the 
Nationwide Bandh scheduled 
on 20th May 2026 against On-
line Sale of Medicine and Ab-
normal Discounts but they will 
be provide ethical support by 
wearing black badges/ribbons 
in the interest of public health. 

The Nationwide bandh is 
scheduled with the aim to fight 
against the online sale of medi-
cines without prescription re-
quirements on life-saving or 
life-dangering medicines. For 
example In-taking medicine 
without prescription like Opi-
oids, a painkiller, can lead to 
high risk of addiction or over-
dosing. It also aims to fight 
against excessive discounts and 
violations of law committed by 
medicine delivery apps. 

On 12th May 2026, The 
Hon’ble Commissioner, Food 

Safety & Drug Administration 
(FDA), convened a Zoom 
meeting to review the proposed 
Nationwide bandh and appealed 
to all associations to ensure that 
there would be no shortage of 
live-saving medicines during 
such closures. Their reasoning 
for this lies in the past several 
bandh calls which have failed to 
produce satisfactory results 
while patients and the general 
public have suffered due to 
shortage of medicine when re-
quired.  Therefore, pharma trad-
ers across Karnataka will par-
ticipate symbolically by wear-
ing black badges/ribbons and in 
the interest of public health, 
medical stores will remain open 
and function as usual to ensure 
that patients and the public 
don’t face any inconvenience. 

KPRDO Shows Support 
to Nationwide Bandh 

Through Symbolic Means 

SURATHKAL

The famous Khandevu fishing 
festival on the polluted Nand-
ini river in Surathkal wit-
nessed a disappointing turnout 
this year, raising concerns over 
the future of one of Tulunadu’s 
oldest traditional celebrations.

Held every year during Vr-
ishabha Sankramana, the festi-
val was once known for at-
tracting thousands of people 
who entered the river together 
to catch fish after rituals at the 
Chelaru Khandevu Ullaya 
Daivasthana. Families, chil-
dren and villagers would gath-
er with fishing nets and bas-
kets, turning the event into 
both a spiritual and communi-
ty celebration.

This year, however, the riv-
erbanks appeared deserted as 
pollution in the Nandini river 
discouraged people from par-
ticipating. Locals said the river 
water has become heavily con-
taminated, with foam floating 

on the surface and foul smell 
spreading across the area.

In previous years, at least a 
few groups would still enter 
the river despite pollution con-
cerns. But this time, many 
people were afraid to step into 
the water. Instead, visitors pur-
chased fish from outside sell-
ers or simply avoided the river 
altogether.

Residents blamed un-
checked pollution and alleged 
inaction by authorities for de-
stroying the traditional festi-
val. They said the contamina-
tion has also affected farming 
activities and drinking water 
sources in nearby villages.

Sudhakar Shetty, treasurer 
of the Chelaru Khandevu Ul-
laya Daivasthana, said the tra-
ditional celebration has be-
come difficult to conduct be-
cause of the worsening pollu-
tion. He urged authorities to 
take urgent measures to restore 
the river and bring back the 
lost spirit of the festival.

Nandini river pollution 
threatens centuries-old 

fishing tradition

SULLIA 

Amid growing discussions 
over alleged wrongful transfer 
of more than Rs 20 crore under 
the Karnataka government’s 
Gruha Lakshmi Scheme to ac-
counts of deceased beneficia-
ries in Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict, it has now emerged that 
families of 22 deceased bene-
ficiaries in Sullia taluk have 
voluntarily returned the money 
credited to such accounts.

The matter came to light 
during a taluk-level review 
meeting of guarantee schemes 
held at the Taluk Panchayat 
hall on May 15. The meeting 
was chaired by Dakshina Kan-
nada District Guarantee Imple-
mentation Committee presi-
dent Bharath Mundodi.

During the meeting, officials 
were questioned about reports 
of funds being transferred to 

bank accounts of deceased per-
sons. Responding on behalf of 
the lead bank, an official stated 
that once such accounts are 
verified, the process of recov-
ering the money directly from 
the accounts has already be-
gun.

Officials informed the meet-
ing that more than 8,000 suspi-
cious beneficiary accounts 
across the district are currently 
under scrutiny. Bharath Mun-
dodi directed Child Develop-
ment Project Office officials 
and anganwadi workers to co-
ordinate with village adminis-
trative offices and collect up-
dated records of deceased ben-
eficiaries.The review meeting 
also revealed that Sullia taluk 
has achieved 95.45 percent im-
plementation under the Gruha 
Lakshmi scheme, while 2,058 
eligible beneficiaries are yet to 
submit applications. 

Sullia taluk families voluntarily 
repay government funds 

GADAG 

The Joint Entrance Examina-
tion JEE Advanced 2026 will 
be held on May 17 (today) 
from 9 am to 5.30 pm con-
ducted by the National Test-
ing Agency New Delhi. 

In order to prevent malprac-
tice and maintain discipline, 
authorities have declared  
a 300-metre radius around 
Smt. Kamala and Shri Ven-
kappa M. Agadi College of 
Engineering and Technology 
in Lakshmeshwara as a pro-
hibited zone. 

Restrictions will remain in 
force on May 17 from 8 am to 
7 pm to ensure fair conduct of 
the examination. 

Only candidates and autho-
rised staff will be allowed in-
side the centre, while groups 
of more than five people are 
restricted. 

Xerox shops, book stalls 
and photocopy centres in the 
area have been ordered to re-
main closed during the exam 
period. Mobile phones and 
other electronic devices are 
strictly banned inside exam-
ination centres. 

Security tightened for JEE 
Advanced exams in Gadag

GAJENDRAGAD

Senior Banjara Samaj leader 
Tara Singh Rathod from Ga-
jendragad has strongly con-
demned the recent increase in 
fuel and cooking gas prices 
announced across the country. 

He said petrol and diesel 
prices have gone up by ₹3 per 
litre, along with a ₹3 rise in 
CNG rates, affecting daily life 
of common people. He alleged 
that despite falling global 
crude oil prices, consumers are 
not receiving any benefit. The 
LPG cylinder price, which was 
around ₹413 before 2014, has 
now crossed ₹1,000, increasing 
financial burden on house-
holds. 

He blamed the cen tral gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for repeatedly 
increasing fuel prices and 
worsening inflation. He said 

the latest price hike has further 
burdened poor and mid dle 
class families already strug 
gling with rising cost of living. 
Rathod warned that if prices 
are not reduced immediately, 
people may launch protests 
against the central government 
across the country. Locals in 
Gajendragad expressed con-
cern that rising fuel prices will 
increase transport costs and 
make essential goods more ex-
pensive in daily markets. 

Opposition voices and social 
groups across the region said 
the continuous rise in fuel and 
gas prices shows poor econom-
ic management and demanded 
immediate relief measures 
from the government to protect 
workers, farmers, and small 
traders who are facing difficul-
ties due to inflation and in-
creasing daily expenses nation-
wide levels rising.

Fuel price hike draws 
strong criticism nationwide

HUNSUR

Residents of Hunsur have 
raised strong complaints 
against the Municipal Corpo-
ration over delays and issues 
in issuing property tax re-
ceipts. They say that although 
the city has announced dead-
lines for payment, many tax-
payers are facing difficulties 
in getting proper acknowl-
edgement after paying taxes. 

Locals claim that municipal 
staff are delaying updates in 
the system and asking citizens 
to visit repeatedly for verifi-
cation and approval. Resi-
dents say they are losing work 
time and facing hardship 
while trying to complete the 
tax payment process. Some 
citizens allege that officials 
are focusing more on reve-
nue-related tasks while ignor-
ing public grievances in the 
municipality office. Due to 
absence of a governing body, 
people say administrative 
work has slowed down and 
accountability has reduced in 
Hunsur. 

Hunsur tax 
delays spark 

public outrage
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HPV vaccination drive targets schoolgirls in Chitradurga
CHITRADURGA

A district-level training work-
shop in Chitradurga has called 
for strong cooperation between 
teachers and parents to ensure 
the successful rollout of the 
government’s Human Papillo-
ma Virus (HPV) vaccination 
programme aimed at protect-
ing schoolgirls from cervical 
cancer in the future.

Deputy Director of the 
School Education Department 
M. R. Manjunath said the cam-
paign will succeed only if 
schools and families work to-

gether. He was speaking after 
inaugurating the training ses-
sion organised by the district 
administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, and Health and Family 
Welfare Department at the Zil-
la Panchayat Hall in the city.

Officials said a total of 
23,565 girl students from 
Classes 8 and 9 across the dis-
trict have been identified for 
the free vaccination drive. This 
includes students from govern-
ment, aided, unaided, Navo-

daya, CBSE and ICSE schools.
Manjunath said awareness 

among parents is essential and 
instructed schools to hold spe-
cial parent-teacher meetings 
between May 25 and May 30. 
He said parents must be clearly 
informed about the benefits of 
the vaccine so they can give 
their consent without hesita-
tion.

He added that the govern-
ment has introduced the pro-
gramme as a preventive health 
measure to protect girls from 
serious diseases later in life. 
He appealed to teachers and 

school authorities to ensure 
that no eligible student is left 
out of the drive.

District Reproductive and 
Child Health Officer Dr. D. M. 
Abhinava said teachers play a 
key role in the success of vac-
cination campaigns, similar to 
earlier national efforts that 
helped eliminate diseases like 
polio and smallpox.He said 
cervical cancer remains a ma-
jor health concern globally and 
in India, and early vaccination 
can significantly reduce risk. 
He also noted that awareness 
has improved after the 

Covid-19 period but stressed 
the need for further education 
about HPV vaccines.

Officials said 12 vaccines 
are already being administered 
in the district and HPV vacci-
nation has now been added to 
strengthen preventive health-
care for adolescent girls.Dr. 
Abhinava also warned against 
misinformation, urging people 
not to believe rumours circu-
lating on social media about 
the vaccine. He said false 
claims must be ignored and 
scientific information should 
be trusted.

ADOLESCENT-HEALTH-INITIATIVE

QUICK READ

Hiriyur Council opens 
aid applications  

for residents

Chitradurga Sakhi 
centre invites social 

workers applications
CH NEWS, Chitradurga
Applications have been 

invited from eligible wom-
en for the post of Case 
Worker/Social Worker-1 

on contract basis for 
2026-27 under the Sakhi 
One Stop Center scheme 
of the Women and Child 

Development Depart-
ment, Chitradurga, offi-
cials said. The selected 
candidate will receive a 
monthly honorarium of 
Rs. 25,000. Applicants 

must hold BSW, BA in So-
ciology or Women’s Stud-
ies with two years experi-

ence and computer 
knowledge. Women aged 
21 to 45 can apply. Appli-

cations open from May 16, 
last date June 15, and 

submission deadline is 
June 16. Forms available 
at district office or con-

tact details provided.

New degree college 
launches in Koppal city

CH NEWS, Koppal
Kalidasa Degree College 
will start from 2026-27 

academic year at Kalida-
sa Educational Institu-

tion near Kushtagi Road 
in Koppal. A new building 

was inaugurated with 
Vastu Shanti Puja on 
Thursday. Institution 
president and former 
MLA Basavaraj Hitnal 

said the college is start-
ed for poor rural stu-
dents. BA, BSc and 

BCom courses will be of-
fered. He urged students 
to take admissions. The 
campus has clean drink-
ing water, modern toilets, 

library and CCTV facili-
ties. MLA Rag havendra 
Hitnala and others at-
tended the event. Offi-

cials said the college 
aims to improve higher 
education access in the 
regionand support stu-

den ts with better learn-
ing facilities.

CH NEWS, Hiriyur
Hiriyur Municipal Council 
has invited applications 

from eligible beneficiaries 
for various welfare 

schemes under 24.10 per 
cent, 7.25 per cent and 5 
per cent programmes for 

the year 2026-27 and also 
for 2023-24 to 2025-26, 

officials said. Last date for 
submitting applications is 
May 27. It offers financial 
assistance to students 

from other communities in 
Hiriyur city and support for 
Divyang students studying 

MBBS and BE courses. It 
also provides financial 

help for differently abled 
persons to buy plots and 

support for advocates 
with disabilities to pur-
chase law books. Appli-

cants can apply with doc-
uments at office or official 

website portal.

BENGALURU

Former Prime Minister H. D. 
Deve Gowda has announced 
that he is beginning a strong 
campaign against what he de-
scribed as irregularities in the 
proposed Bidadi township 
project, alleging that farmers’ 
land is being taken unfairly in 
the name of development. He 
made the remarks at a press 
conference held at the JD(S) 
party office in Bengaluru.

Deve Gowda said he is 
deeply concerned about the 
situation of farmers in the Bi-
dadi region and claimed that 
fertile agricultural land is be-
ing targeted for large-scale 
township development. He 
alleged that the project is be-
ing pushed without properly 
addressing the concerns of 
local landowners.

He stated that his “fight 
starts today” and that he will 
oppose any illegal land acqui-
sition across Bengaluru and 

surrounding areas. He also 
said he has written to Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah seek-
ing clarification on land hold-
ings and the status of nearly 
20,000 acres of land around 
the city.

The former Prime Minister 
questioned who would ulti-
mately benefit from the land 
acquisition and demanded 
transparency from the govern-
ment. He urged authorities to 

clearly explain how the land 
will be used after acquisition 
and whether the interests of 
farmers are being protected.

Deve Gowda also criticised 
earlier township proposals, 
recalling that similar projects 
had faced strong public oppo-
sition in the past. He said 
farmers in the Bidadi region 
are engaged in agriculture and 
dairy activities and depend 
heavily on the land for their 

livelihood. He expressed dis-
appointment that local griev-
ances, according to him, have 
not been properly addressed 
by officials such as MLAs, 
tahsildars and district author-
ities. He said this has led to 
frustration among farming 
communities.

Calling for direct interven-
tion, Deve Gowda urged the 
Chief Minister to visit Bidadi 
and personally assess the sit-
uation. He said only a 
ground-level inspection 
would reveal the reality faced 
by farmers.

He added that he is pre-
pared to take the issue for-
ward politically and legally if 
necessary, and will continue 
to oppose any actions that 
harm agricultural communi-
ties. The former Prime Minis-
ter said his movement is 
aimed at protecting farmers’ 
rights and preventing misuse 
of land acquisition policies in 
the region.

Deve Gowda expressed concern over Bidadi farmers, alleging township 
development threatens fertile land without addressing local landowners’ concerns

Deve Gowda demands protection 
of farmers’ land rights

BENGALURU

Karnataka Governor Thawar 
Chand Gehlot on Saturday said 
India is no longer just a con-
sumer of technology but is 
now emerging as a global lead-
er in providing tech-based 
solutions to major world chal-
lenges. He was speaking at the 
inauguration of the Pan IIT 
Bangalore Summit 2026 held 
in Bengaluru on the theme 
“Empowering India’s Decade 
of Innovation for Nation Buil 
ding”. He said the theme aligns 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi vision of making India a 
developed nation by 2047.

The Governor highlighted 
that Bengaluru, known as In-
dia’s Silicon Valley, is a major 
hub for innovation, research, 
and startup activity. He said 
collaboration between educa-
tional institutions, industries, 
government bodies, and start-
ups is essential to ensure that 
innovation addresses real so-

cietal problems. He added that 
technology must reach villag-
es, farmers, and the last sec-
tion of society for inclusive 
development. He also stressed 
that in the era of artificial in-

telligence and advanced tech-
nologies, ethical and moral 
values must be given impor-
tance.

He noted that India has be-
come the third largest startup 
ecosystem in the world due to 
initiatives like Startup India 
and Make in India. He said 
youth should focus on becom-
ing job creators rather than 
job seekers and contribute to 
nation building. He encour-
aged young scientists and en-
gineers to draw inspiration 
from Swami Vivekananda’s 
message “Arise, awake, and 
stop not till the goal is 
reached”.

CHIKKABALLAPURA

The progress of development 
works in Bagepalli Assembly 
constituency was reviewed in 
a meeting held at the Chikka-
ballapura District Collector’s 
office, where District Collector 
G. Prabhu directed officials to 
speed up land allocation and 
infrastructure projects for pub-
lic facilities.

The meeting was attended 
by MLA S. N. Subbareddy, 
senior district officials, and 
representatives from various 
departments. Discussions fo-
cused on land identification 
for government hospitals, 
schools, anganwadis, roads, 
community halls, and other 
essential public institutions in 
the constituency.

District Collector G. Prabhu 
said the administration will 
ensure timely allocation of 
land for all approved projects 
and hand them over to the con-
cerned departments for execu-
tion. He warned that if prelim-
inary work is not initiated 
within three months of land 
allocation, the land may be 
withdrawn and reassigned.

He instructed taluk-level of-
ficers to closely monitor prog-
ress and submit regular reports 
to the district administration. 
He also directed urgent identi-
fication of 60x40 sites for the 
construction of 17 Ayushman 
hospitals in gram panchayat 
limits under Bagepalli constit-
uency within one week.

The Collector assured that 
all development proposals sub-
mitted by the MLA, including 
road works, revenue village 
issues, and site allocations, 
will be examined and imple-
mented in accordance with 

legal procedures.
MLA S. N. Subbareddy 

urged the administration to ac-
celerate preparatory work re-
lated to drinking water supply 
under the Yettinahole project 
for Bagepalli, Gudibande, and 
Chelur taluks. He also submit-
ted a list of infrastructure de-
mands for early action.

In a separate District Level 
Disaster Management Com-
mittee meeting, Collector G. 
Prabhu emphasized that ensur-
ing uninterrupted drinking wa-
ter supply must be treated as a 
top priority.

He said nodal officers have 
been appointed for wa-
ter-stressed regions and in-
structed them to visit villages 
regularly and resolve issues 
immediately. He directed offi-
cials to ensure that any new 
water problem is addressed 
within 24 hours.

The Collector reviewed the 
status of borewells under the 
Jal Jeevan Mission, including 
successful drilling, electrifica-
tion, and pending connections. 
He expressed concern over 
delays and warned of strict ac-
tion if progress is not im-
proved before the next review 
meeting. He also instructed 
officials to ensure regular wa-
ter supply in urban wards and 
prevent shortages in rural ar-
eas, noting that 33 villages and 
12 wards are currently facing 
drinking water issues, with 
more areas at risk in the com-
ing days.Officials from the 
revenue, panchayat, and water 
supply departments attended 
the meeting and were instruct-
ed to treat drinking water man-
agement as an urgent priority 
during the ongoing summer 
season.

MLA Subbareddy attends 
constituency review meeting

MADIKERI

The Supreme Court of India 
has announced a special Lok 
Adalat called Conciliation 
Conference 2026 to help settle 
pending cases in an easy and 
friendly way over three days 
on August 21, 22 and 23 said 
Shubha Member Secretary of 

the District Legal Services Au-
thority in Madikeri The initia-
tive aims to resolve disputes 
through mediation and give 
people a chance to register 
their cases for settlement at 
taluk district and state levels 
Cases from banking insurance 
civil motor accident consumer 
family labour property rent 

and service law are included 
for resolution she said The 
conference is seen as an im-
portant opportunity for citizens 
to save time money and reduce 
long court delays while im-
proving harmony between par-
ties Interested persons or law-
yers can register through Legal 
Services Authorities before 

May 31 2026 using the official 
Google Form link available on 
the Supreme Court website 
Conciliation Conference Reg-
istration and selected cases 
will be mediated at taluk and 
district levels with help of le-
gal coordinators said the au-
thority adding that the move 
will help people.

Supreme Court announces Conciliation Conference 2026

India emerging as tech 
leader, says Governor

The Governor said 
Bengaluru Silicon Valley 

is innovation hub; 
collaboration among 
institutions, industry, 
government startups 

ensures solutions, while 
AI era demands ethics, 

inclusive technology 
reach

BENGALURU

Karnataka has unveiled an ex-
panded plan to develop Lak-
kundi in Gadag district into a 
globally recognised archaeo-
logical and heritage destina-
tion, following a high-level 
state advisory committee 
meeting chaired by Law and 
Tourism Minister H. K. Patil 
at Vidhana Soudha in Benga-
luru.

Officials said the govern-
ment is taking coordinated 
steps to preserve, document 
and restore the region’s rich 
cultural and historical assets, 
including ancient temples, 
wells and inscriptions linked 
to major dynasties of South 
India. The initiative aims to 
transform Lakkundi’s heritage 
revival into a larger public 
movement with active com-

munity participation.
According to the depart-

ment, around 3,000 antiqui-
ties have been collected in 
Lakkundi over the past year. 
During a special campaign 
titled “Search for Antiquities” 
conducted in May 2026, more 
than 1,000 artefacts were re-
covered within a week, along 
with the discovery of five an-
cient wells and five temples. 
Officials also noted that over 
1,500 antiquities were gath-
ered during related drives and 
public participation efforts.

So far, 16 temples in Lak-
kundi have been declared pro-
tected monuments, while ef-
forts are underway to identify 
100 wells and 100 ancient 
temples in the coming phase 
of the project. The govern-
ment said 15 wells and 15 
temples have already been 

identified and opened to the 
public as part of restoration 
work.

Minister H. K. Patil direct-
ed officials to accelerate exca-
vation, documentation and 
conservation work, stressing 
that historical references indi-
cate the presence of many un-
discovered heritage structures 
in the region. He also called 
for integrating restored sites 
with tourism infrastructure to 
boost visitor experience.

The meeting also reviewed 
similar archaeological findings 
from Hampi and other regions, 
highlighting the broader cul-
tural richness of Karnataka 
and neighbouring states. Offi-
cials said artefacts from differ-
ent historical periods, includ-
ing Chalukya and Vijayanaga-
ra eras, underline the region’s 
deep architectural legacy.

Minister H. K. Patil urged faster excavation, documentation, conservation, 
and tourism integration of undiscovered heritage structures in the region

Lakkundi set for major 
archaeological revival push

BENGALURU

Commissioner Rajendra 
Cholan of Bengaluru Central 
City Corporation said public 
participation is essential to 
control dengue in the city. He 
spoke during National Dengue 
Day awareness activities held 
on Saturday across the corpo-
ration limits. He said citizens 
must keep homes and surround-
ings clean, avoid water stagna-
tion, and prevent mosquito 
breeding. A special awareness 
campaign was conducted in all 
wards with health officers, doc-
tors, and staff from urban health 
centres and Namma Clinics. 
The theme this year is Commu-
nity Participation for Dengue 
Control Check Clean and Cov-
er, promoting public involve-
ment in prevention efforts. Ral-
lies, jathas, and outreach pro-
grammes are being organised 
with schools, anganwadi work-
ers, and local organisations. He 
added that precautionary mea-
sures are underway across Ben-
galuru to control mosqui-
to-borne diseases during mon-
soon season. 

Public 
participation key 
to dengue control 

drive: Cholan

CHITRADURGA

District Magistrate Dr. Vijay-
achithanthesh Danachi-
manachira held a meeting in 
Chitradurga and directed offi-
cials to speed up birth and 
marriage registration process-
es and improve record accura-
cy across the district. He said 
registration work must be car-
ried out regularly without de-
lays and all offices should 
display notices to guide citi-

zens. Officials were told that 
after data entry both registrar 
and sub registrar must ap-
prove records with signatures 
to avoid errors. The meeting 
reviewed e Janma system per-
formance and noted thou-
sands of birth and death reg-
istrations completed during 
the current year. 

Officials said the district has 
793 registration units covering 
rural and urban areas including 
health and panchayat offices. 

Fee collection from birth and 
death certificates has increased 
this year through the civil reg-
istration system. Officials in-
formed that lakhs of rupees 
have been collected in regis-
tration fees during 2025 and 
2026. They also said that time-
ly registration is important to 
avoid legal and administrative 
issues for citizens. The admin-
istration stressed coordination 
between health officials, mu-
nicipal bodies and local regis-

trars for smooth functioning. 
Officials attending the meeting 
included police representatives 
and district staff who reviewed 
implementation challenges. 

Authorities said the goal is 
to ensure every birth and 
death is registered promptly 
so that citizens receive accu-
rate official documents with-
out delay. They added that 
awareness campaigns will be 
conducted to improve compli-
ance and reduce missing reg-

istrations in rural areas. The 
district administration also 
warned that negligence in reg-
istration duties would lead to 
strict action against responsi-
ble officials. Officials said 
continuous monitoring and 
coordination will ensure effi-
cient service delivery across 
all registration centres in 
coming months with full ac-
countability and improved 
public access ensured across 
district.

Chitradurga District orders faster birth registration process
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PM Modi highlights innovation-led future India
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has said that India is en-
tering a new era of ambition, 
with young people showing 
strong interest in advanced 
fields such as Artificial Intel-
ligence and semiconductors. 

Speaking to the Indian dias-
pora in The Hague, he said 
the country is undergoing a 
major transformation driven 
by innovation, technology and 
digital growth.

The Prime Minister said In-
dia today is “dreaming big” 
and its youth are determined 
to take the nation forward in 

emerging industries that will 
shape the global future. He 
highlighted that India has be-
come the world’s third-largest 
startup ecosystem, with young 
entrepreneurs making prog-
ress in sectors like AI, de-
fence and space technology.

PM Modi noted that India 
recently hosted one of the 
world’s largest AI summits, 
adding that such global events 
now reflect the country’s ris-
ing influence. 

He also pointed out the suc-
cess of the G20 Summit host-
ed by India, saying these 
achievements show the na-
tion’s growing leadership on 

the world stage.
He said India’s digital prog-

ress has been rapid and large 
in scale, mentioning flagship 

initiatives such as the world’s 
largest identification pro-
gramme and a major financial 
inclusion drive. According to 

him, these efforts have helped 
bring millions of citizens into 
the formal system and 
strengthened governance.

The Prime Minister also re-
ferred to India’s advance-
ments in science and space 
exploration, saying the coun-
try has reached parts of the 
Moon that no other nation had 
previously explored. He said 
this reflects India’s expanding 
capabilities in scientific re-
search and innovation.

He added that India is now 
home to around 125 active 
unicorn startups and contin-
ues to grow as a hub for new 
ideas and entrepreneurship. 

The startup ecosystem, he 
said, is powered mainly by 
the creativity and energy of 
young Indians. PM Modi said 
the spirit of the country is de-
fined by rising aspirations and 
strong determination. He 
stressed that India’s progress 
is being driven by a mix of 
innovation, entrepreneurship, 
digital infrastructure and in-
clusive development policies.

He concluded that India’s 
youth will play the most im-
portant role in shaping the 
country’s future, as the nation 
continues its journey toward 
becoming a global leader in 
technology and innovation.

‘DREAMING BIG’

QUICK READ
Delhi cops arrest 2 

habitual offenders  
for theft  

Burglary  
gang busted, booty 

recovered

Cops reunite  
3 missing children  

with families

New Delhi
Delhi Police arrested two 

habitual offenders and 
recovered a stolen Tata 
Stryder bicycle in East 
Delhi, officials said on 

Saturday. The case was 
registered after Laxmi Na-
gar resident Ravi Dalmia 

complained about the 
theft on May 12. A special 

police team examined 
over 100 CCTV footages 
and carried out local en-

quiries to trace the ac-
cused. Following investi-

gation, police arrested 
Ashwani alias Vipin alias 
Bochi, 26, and Lalit alias 
Chuhiya, 23, from Geeta 

Colony area. Officials said 
both accused have multi-
ple criminal cases against 
them. The stolen bicycle 
was recovered from their 
possession, and further 

investigation into the 
theft case is continuing.

New Delhi
Delhi Police West District 
Special Staff has busted 
a burglary gang and ar-

rested two men linked to 
a house theft in Hari Na-
gar police said. Cash, lap-

top, mobile phone and 
the vehicle used in the 

crime were recovered dur-
ing the operation. The 

theft happened on May 9 
at Ajay Enclave where an 
elderly couple lost valua-

bles worth lakhs of ru-
pees. Police used CCTV 
footage and technical 

surveillance to trace the 
accused across Delhi NCR 
and nearby cities. Two as-
sociates are still abscond-
ing and raids are continu-
ing for their arrest as in-
vestigation goes on. Po-

lice said case shows 
strong policing efforts

New Delhi
Delhi Police Anti-Hu-

man-Trafficking Unit reu-
nited three missing chil-
dren with their families 
after tracing them from 
Delhi and Surat officials 

said on Saturday. A 
12-year-old boy missing 
since 2021 was found in 

Vikas Nagar. After his 
mother’s death and his 

father’s remarriage he ran 
away unhappy at home 

and stayed in parks and a 
temple. Two 16-year-old 
girls had left home with 

boys they knew from 
school and neighbour-

hood and were later 
found living in Surat in 

rented homes one work-
ing in a restaurant. Police 
teams used surveillance 
and intelligence to safely 
bring all children back to 
their respective families 

safely.

Shah flags drug-free India 
amid 'jihadi drug' seizure  

Shah reiterated that every gram of drugs entering or leaving India, including 
consignments using the country as a transit route, will face strict consequences

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Saturday announced 
that the Modi government is 
determined to make the coun-
try free from illegal drugs, 
highlighting its milestone 
achievement of seizing the 
first-ever consignment of Cap-
tagon, the so-called “Jihadi 
drug,” worth Rs 182 crore.

In a post on X, Amit Shah 
said the Modi government is 
committed to making India 
drug-free, citing the recent sei-
zure of a consignment of Cap-
tagon that was bound for the 
Middle East.

Shah said that one foreign 
national was also arrested un-
der Operation RAGEPILL, led 
by the Narcotics Control Bu-
reau, calling it “a shining ex-
ample of our commitment to 

zero tolerance against drugs.”
"Glad to share that through 

'Operation RAGEPILL', our 
agencies have achieved the 
first-ever seizure of Captagon, 
the so-called "Jihadi Drug", 

worth Rs 182 crore," Shah said.
For those unfamiliar, Capta-

gon is a synthetic stimulant 
originally developed in the 
1960s to treat conditions such 
as ADHD, depression, and 
narcolepsy, but it was later 
banned internationally over 
concerns about addiction and 
abuse.

The minister concluded the 
post by congratulating the 
agency and reiterating that ev-
ery gram of drugs entering or 
leaving India, including con-
signments using the country as 
a transit route, will face strict 
consequences under its ze-
ro-tolerance 

Kavitha seeks minister’s 
removal over POCSO probe
HYDERABAD

Telangana Rakshana Sena 
President K. Kavitha has writ-
ten to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi seeking the removal 
of Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar from the Union Coun-
cil of Ministers following a 
police investigation under the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act involving his son.

In her letter, Kavitha said 
the continuation of the minis-
ter in a sensitive position 
could raise concerns regard-
ing institutional propriety and 
public trust while the investi-
gation is underway. She stated 
that the inquiry and legal pro-
ceedings should be conducted 

independently and transpar-
ently.

According to the letter, a 
First Information Report 
(FIR) was registered on May 
8 under provisions of the 
POCSO Act and relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) against the 
minister’s son, Bageerath, 

based on a complaint filed by 
the mother of a minor girl.

Kavitha argued that public 
confidence in the neutrality of 
the justice system must be 
protected and requested that 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar step 
down from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs until the inves-
tigation and trial are complet-
ed.

She further stated that such 
a move would reinforce con-
fidence in the legal process 
and demonstrate that due pro-
cess is being followed without 
political influence.

As of now, there has been 
no official response from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs or 
the office of the Union Minis-
ter regarding the letter or the 
ongoing investigation.

AAP seeks fair exams after 
NEET student death

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Del-
hi President Saurabh Bharad-
waj on Saturday urged the 
Central government to assure 
students that examination pa-
per leaks would not recur, fol-
lowing the death of a NEET 
aspirant in Delhi.

The 20-year-old student al-
legedly died by suicide at her 
residence in the Azadpur area 
days after appearing for the 
NEET-UG 2026 examination 
held on May 3. The National 
Testing Agency (NTA) has 
since announced a re-exam-
ination on June 21 following 
allegations of a paper leak.

Bharadwaj visited the fam-
ily members of the student 

and described the incident as 
tragic. He said the student had 
been preparing for admission 
to a medical college for sev-
eral years and had narrowly 
missed selection in the previ-
ous attempt.

According to him, the stu-
dent was reportedly dis-
tressed after allegations sur-
faced regarding irregularities 
in the examination process. 
He also claimed that reports 
of emotional distress among 
NEET aspirants were emerg-
ing from different parts of 
the country.

The AAP leader called on 
the government to publicly 
assure students that examina-
tion systems would remain 
transparent and secure in the 

future. He urged authorities 
to identify those responsible 
for any irregularities and take 
appropriate action.

Meanwhile, police officials 
said the family of the student 
is being questioned as part of 
the investigation. Authorities 
stated that no suicide note 
was recovered. Officials are 
also examining the circum-
stances surrounding the inci-
dent after the body was re-
portedly taken for cremation 
before informing the police.

In a separate incident, an-
other NEET aspirant from 
Uttar Pradesh’s Lakhimpur 
Kheri allegedly died by sui-
cide on Thursday. Local au-
thorities are investigating the 
case.

JIH raises concerns over Bhojshala verdict
NEW DELHI

Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) 
has expressed concern over 
the recent Madhya Pradesh 
High Court judgment declar-
ing the Bhojshala complex in 
Dhar a temple and recognis-
ing the Hindu community’s 
right to worship at the site.

In a statement issued on 
Saturday, JIH president Syed 
Sadatullah Husaini said the 
verdict has raised questions 
regarding minority rights, re-
ligious freedom, communal 
harmony and the secular char-
acter of the country.

The Indore Bench of the 
Madhya Pradesh High Court 
recently ruled that the Bho-
jshala complex, also known 
as the Kamal Maula Mosque, 
is a temple and observed that 
the Hindu community’s right 
to worship there had contin-
ued historically. The court 

also set aside earlier adminis-
trative arrangements related 
to the disputed site.

Reacting to the judgment, 
Husaini said the issue should 
be approached with fairness 
and objectivity due to its sen-
sitive nature. He stated that 
the decision could have wider 
implications for public trust in 
institutions and the constitu-
tional protection of religious 
rights.

He further said that the site 
had functioned for years un-
der an arrangement allowing 
members of different commu-
nities to practice their faiths at 

designated times. According 
to him, changing such ar-
rangements may affect social 
harmony and create concerns 
among communities.

The JIH chief also ex-
pressed reservations over sug-
gestions of providing alterna-
tive land to the Muslim com-
munity, saying places of wor-
ship are connected to history, 
identity and collective memo-
ry.

Husaini stated that histori-
cal and archaeological inter-
pretations used in such cases 
should be examined carefully 
to maintain fairness. He also 
referred to the Places of Wor-
ship (Special Provisions) Act, 
1991, and said its principles 
should be upheld.

He added that the Muslim 
community would continue to 
pursue legal remedies, includ-
ing filing an appeal, within 
the constitutional framework.

Cops intensify crackdown on 
banned network in Sopore

SRINAGAR

Police in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Sopore subdivision car-
ried out raids at 15 locations 
on Saturday during an inves-
tigation linked to cases under 
the Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act.

 Officials said the searches 
were conducted in Bomai, 
Warpora, Sopore, and Tarzoo 
to examine suspected connec-
tions with the banned Ja-
maat-e-Islami organisation.

Authorities stated that the 
operations were part of con-
tinuing efforts to weaken net-
works believed to support 
separatist and militant activi-
ties in the region. Security 
teams searched homes and 
other properties for docu-
ments, digital devices, and 
possible evidence related to 
ongoing investigations.

The central government 
first banned Jamaat-e-Islami 
in 2019, calling it an unlawful 
organisation involved in ac-
tivities harmful to national 
security. In February 2024, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs 
extended the ban for another 
five years under the UAPA. 
Officials accused the group of 
promoting anti-India propa-
ganda, encouraging militancy, 
and disturbing peace in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The administration has also 
taken control of several 

schools connected with the 
Falah-e-Aam Trust, which au-
thorities believe has links 
with the banned organisation. 
Police have increased raids in 
North Kashmir during recent 
months as part of wider secu-
rity operations.

Although the organisation 
remains banned, some former 
members have shown interest 
in democratic politics and 
contested the 2024 Assembly 
elections under different po-
litical banners. This has re-
portedly created divisions 
among supporters, with some 
favouring peaceful political 
participation while others 
continue supporting the 
group’s earlier ideology.

Officials said investigations 
would continue across areas 
to identify financial links, ac-
tivities, and networks con-
nected to banned groups. Res-
idents were urged to cooper-
ate with security agencies and 
maintain peace during ongo-
ing operations

FIR against Abhishek sparks political firestorm in Bengal
NEW DELHI

An FIR has been filed against 
Trinamool Congress leader 
and MP Abhishek Banerjee 
over alleged aggressive re-
marks made during election 
campaigning, triggering a 
fresh political row in West 
Bengal.

Dilip Ghosh said that strict 
action will be taken against 
anyone found guilty, stating 
that those accused of miscon-
duct should now fear conse-
quences as complaints are fi-
nally being taken seriously by 

authorities and the public.
BJP leader Shahnawaz Hus-

sain criticized the remarks, 
saying such language has no 
place in democracy and that 
the FIR was necessary due to 
inappropriate statements 
made during campaigning.

The FIR al leges that 
provocative comments made 
during the West Bengal As-
sembly election campaign, 
including remarks directed at 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, were widely circulated 
on social media platforms 
and on the MP’s official 

Facebook page.
Political tensions have risen 

sharply in West Bengal after 
the FIR, with BJP and Trina-
mool Congress exchanging 
accusations over campaign 
rhetoric. In a separate devel-
opment, the state government 
suspended three senior IPS 
officers over alleged lapses in 
the RG Kar Medical College 
rape and murder investiga-
tion, as per official statement.

Officials said the FIR and 
related complaints are being 
examined under legal proce-
dures, while both parties con-

tinue to defend their posi-
tions. The case has become a 
major talking point in the 
state’s political landscape, 
with leaders urging supporters 
to maintain calm. Investiga-
tions are ongoing, and further 
action will depend on evi-
dence collected by authorities 
in the coming days. Political 
observers note that the contro-
versy is likely to influence 
upcoming debates, as both 
parties prepare for continued 
confrontation over law, order, 
and campaign conduct in the 
state.

Digvijaya-Usha clash over ‘Sanatan Dharma’ debate
INDORE

Senior Congress leader Digvi-
jaya Singh and BJP leader 
Usha Thakur were involved in 
a rare public conversation 
over Sanatan Dharma at Res-
idency Kothi in Indore on 
Saturday. 

The discussion began when 
Congress workers gathered 
to meet Singh and Usha 
Thakur arrived at the venue 
and started speaking with 
them about Sanatan Dharma 
and its values. 

Digvijaya Singh then joined 
the exchange and said he is a 
follower of Sanatan Dharma 
and has always respected its 
traditions in public and per-
sonal life. He added that San-

atan Dharma is deeply con-
nected to Indian culture and 
has guided his personal beliefs 
and practices for many years. 

Usha Thakur responded that 
Sanatan Dharma is not only 
about rituals but also about 
the foundation of Indian life 
and culture. She said public 
leaders should openly ac-
knowledge their religious 
identity and uphold tradition-
al values in their conduct and 
public responsibility. The ex-
change also included brief 
disagreements and light mo-
ments but both leaders main-
ta ined  respec t fu l  tone 
throughout the conversation. 

The  d i scuss ion  la te r 
touched on a court verdict and 
both leaders said they respect 

judicial decisions and demo-
cratic processes in India. The 
video of their interaction has 
gone viral on social media 
and is being widely shared 
and discussed by users across 
platforms. Political observers 
said the exchange reflects on-
going ideological debates be-

tween major parties in Mad-
hya Pradesh where religious 
identity and cultural interpre-
tation often become part of 
public discussions during po-
litical events and campaigns 
while both leaders continue to 
defend their personal beliefs 
and party positions.
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

    MINOR  IRRIGATION  AND  GROUND  WATER  DEVELOPMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer,Minor Irrigation and Ground water development

Divison, Mandya E mail: eemimandya@gmail.com

No:EE:MID/MDY/PB/AE-1/TB-2/2026-27/1222                     Date:16.05.2026

SHORT TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: 02/2026-27, Dated: 16.05.2026

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, Executive Engineer, M.I & G.W.D Division, Mandya

invited item wise Tender from eligible contractors under “ KPP “ Portal as per the terms and

conditions prescribed in standard tender bid documents KW-3 & KW-4 there are 8 No’s of

works amount put to tender ranging from Rs. 67.44 Lakhs. to as high as Rs. 349.15Lakhs.

The Details are as below.

Sl Head of Account Works Last date of Technical Bid Financial Bid

No Uploading the Opening date opening date

tender in KPPP & time & time

& time

1 4702-LIS-Major Works 1 Dt:05.06.2026, Dt:06.06.2026, Dt:08.06.2026,

17-29 Hours 17-30 Hours 17-30 Hours

2 4702-A&P-Major Works 5

3 4702-SCP-Checkdam 2

Any information regarding this tender may be obtained from this office during Working

hours. The tenders may be uploaded (Technical and Financial bids to be uploaded separately)

with the prescribed E.M.D and requisite documents through website

www.kppp.karnataka.govt.in.

Note: All the rights and decisions if any of all works or any of the work of this tender reserved

by the under signed. Terms and conditions required for each work is published in the

“www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in “Tender Portal. Any additional information is available at the

office of the undersigned. Any corrections /Date Changes/ Addendum and Corrigendum

regarding each individual works will be published separately in “kpp “ portal only.

Sd/-Executive Engineer,  MI & GWD Division,  Mandya.

Government of Karnataka
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

MINOR IRRIGATION AND GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT DIVISION,
KALABURAGI, e-mail: midnglb@rediffmail.com / midnglb1@gmail.com,Ph.08472 - 220196

IFT No. EE/MI & GWD D/KAL/PB-3/2026-27/ 870 DATED :  16-05-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (IFT KW-4)
1) Detail of Work : THE EXEUCTIVE ENGINEER, M.I. & G.W.D. DIVISION, KALABURAGI
INVITES TENDER FROM THE ELIGIBLE TENDERERS FOR THE WORK UNDER 2025-
26, KKRDB and 4702 A.P.B FOR THE YEAR 2025-26, 2) Amount of Estimate : Max.
Rs.121,06,131.94, Min. Rs.108,99,111.36, 3) Eligibility  of Contractor : Class-III & Above, 4)
Details of Tender Application Amount and EMD Amount : Tender Fee : As Per KPP Portal
E.M.D.  Max. Rs. 2,00,000.00, Min.  Rs. 2,00,000.00, 5) Pre-Bid Meeting Date & Time :
22.05.2026 Upto 11.00 Hours, 6) Last Date & Time for Tender Queries / Clarifications :
29.05.2026 Upto 11.00 Hours 7) Last Date & Time for Receipt of Tenders : 30-05-2026 Up to
17.30 Hours, 8) Date & Time for Opening of  Technical Bid : 01-06-2026  Up to 17.30 Hours,
9) Date & Time for Opening of  Financial Bid : 02-06-2026    Up to 17.30 Hours,10) Addl.
information : Executive Engineer M.I. & G.W.D. Division, Kalaburagi, 11) Address of KPP-
Portal : (https://kppp.Karnataka.gov.in)

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Minor Irrigation and Ground Water Development

Division, Kalaburagi
DIPR/Kalaburagi/137/
Deshpande Publicity/2026-27

(Government of Karnataka)

Job no. 148/83 Client: Water Supply hassan Size: 12x2

On Behalf Governor of Karnataka, The Executive Engineer
Rural Water Supply & Sanitation Department Hassan Division
Hassan Has Invited the Tender for the works of
Holenarasipura Taluk Approved under 2215 MVS O&M
Mention Below, Two Cover System works Holenasaripura
Taluk 02 Work. Above work tenders are invited in Two cover
system in e-procurement portal. The tender details are
available in https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in From 15.05.2026
After 11:00 A.M. The contractors can contact the office during
office hours till 25.05.2026 and get any information. The
bidder should submit the tender within the dated:
29.05.2026  before  05.00 P.M. On Dated:22.05.2026 The Pre-
bid Meeting will be conducted in this office, Interested
Contractor may participate. Venue : Office of the Executive
Engineer, Rural Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation
Department,  Zilla Panchyath Building, N.R, Circle Hassan.
The Technical bid will be open on dated: 30.05.2026 after
05:30 P.M. The Financial bid of the Technically qualified bidder
will be open on dated: 01. 06. 2026 after 05.30 P.M The
Executive Engineer has reserved the rights of to cancel all
tender or any one tender without giving  any reason.

     RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION
DEPARTMENT HASSAN DIVISION HASSAN

Sd/- Executive Engineer Rural
drinking  water and sanitation Dept, Hassan division, Hassan.

TWO COVER SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
NO: 01/2026-27   DATED : 14.05.2026

 Phone No.08172-261640 Email
Id:eerdwsd.hsn@gmail.com

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/»¸À¤/ºÁ¸À£À/140/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

JOB NO   241/83   10 X 2

Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,
Chikkamagaluru invites Tenders through K.P.P.P. related
to works ofKoppa, N.R. Pura andSringeriTaluks in
Chikkamagaluru District. Max. Approx.Amount put to
Tender is Rs. 84.15 lakhs and Min. Approx. Amount is
50.45 lakhs.Details of capability to undertake or of
having implemented the works should be attached as
per Standard Tender Document KW –3. For the said
works the documents downloaded from K.P.P.P. can be
filled and uploaded from 15.05.2026 to 25.05.2026 up to
5.30 PM. Technical Bid will be opened on 27.05.2026 at
5.30 PM. If possible the Financial Bid will be opened
on 02.06.2026 at 11.00AM. If this dayis declared as
holiday then the next day will be considered. Notice
can be read on www.kppp.karnataka.gov.inFurther
details can be obtained by contacting the case worker
during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering
Division, Chikkamagaluru.

DIPR/CKM/KSMCA/26-27/34/241

Government of Karnataka - Z illa Panchayat
Office of The Executive Engineer,

Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Chikkamagaluru
Ph No.: 08262-220936 e-mail: zpedckm@rediffmail.com
Tender Notice No.:45/2025-26/2nd Call/421       D: 15.05.2026

Tender Notice 2nd call

MNG - 333     11 x 2                 

SHORT-TERM TENDER NOTICE

 (Only in E-Procurement) (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

No.KMB-26/WKS-III/2025-26                               Dated: 14.05.2026

Short Term Tender is invited by the undersigned in E-Procurement 

Portal as per Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement (KTPP) 

Act-2000 from the contractors/ firms registered in Karnataka labour 

department, ESI & EPF. The registered firms/ contractors having 

similar nature of work experience can participate in the tender process 

and can download the tender documents and other conditions of work 

from E-procurement portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/kppp) for 

the work mentioned below. For further Extension if any refer above 

mentioned website. No separate paper notification will be issued. 

Name of work: Providing Security Guards (with arms), Security 

Guards (without arms), Security Supervisor through outsource basis 

for Karwar and Old Mangalore port. Service Estimate Number 

(IDD/2026-27/SE0071), Tendered Cost: Rs.1,66,39,200.00 

(Excluding GST), EMD: Rs. 2,50,000.00, Last date for Queries/ 

Clarification: 22.05.2026 @ 17.00 hours, Last Date of receipt of 

Tender: 27.05.2026 @17.00 hours

For further details and general queries, interested firms/ contractors may 

contact the undersigned office E-mail: piwtdev.wks@gmail.com / 

phone No.: 08382 221035/221494 during working hours, before last 

date of quarries. 

Government of Karnataka
(Infrastructure Development, Ports & Inland Water Transport Department)

Karnataka Maritime Board
Office of the Chief Executive Officer, 

Karnataka Maritime Board, Baithkol, Karwar-581302

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/135/26-27 
Dt: 14.05.2026

Sd/- Port Engineer,
Karnataka Maritime Board, Karwar

Devotee donates 
electric bus to TTD 

temple trust
TIRUPATI

A Chennai-based 
devotee has donated 
an electric bus to the 
Tirumala Tirupati 
D e v a s t h a n a m s 
(TTD), temple offi-
cials said on Satur-
day. The bus will be 
used to provide free 
transport for pilgrims 
visiting the Sri Ven-
kateswara temple. 
Donor Vardhaman 
Jain handed over the 
vehicle keys to a se-
nior TTD official 
during a ceremony. 
He also performed 
special prayers before 
the bus at the temple 
premises. The temple 
trust accepted the do-
nation and said it will 
help improve services 
for devotees. TTD 
manages the famous 
Tirumala temple, one 
of the most visited 
and richest religious 
places in India.

IUML key ally in ‘secular’ politics: Satheesan
The Indian Union Muslim League has consistently taken a strong secular stand and supported the UDF’s political position in sensitive situations

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Congress leader and Kerala 
political figure V D Satheesan 
has described the Indian 
Union  Mus l im League 
(IUML) as a “brother party” 
and an important force in 
maintaining the secular char-
acter of the state’s politics. 

His remarks came amid 
criticism from the BJP and 
some community organisa-
tions claiming that internal 
pol i t ical  pressure from 
IUML influenced his selec-
tion as the next Chief Minis-
ter ial  candidate by the 
AICC.

Satheesan visited IUML 
leaders at their state office in 
Thiruvananthapuram and held 
detailed discussions with se-
nior party representatives. He 
said the United Democratic 
Front (UDF), of which both 
Congress and IUML are key 

partners, has functioned as a 
united alliance both inside 
and outside the Kerala As-
sembly.

He praised IUML state 
leadership and said the alli-
ance had worked as a single 
team, especially under the 
guidance of senior leaders. 
According to him, this unity 
has helped the coalition main-
tain stability and electoral 
strength in the state.

Satheesan said IUML has 
consistently taken a strong 
secular stand and supported 
the UDF’s political position in 
sensitive situations. He point-
ed to past events, including 
the period following the Babri 
Masjid demolition, to high-
light IUML’s role in maintain-
ing a secular approach.

He added that attempts had 
been made by some groups to 
create communal divisions in 
Kerala politics, but IUML 

leadership resisted such pres-
sures and maintained a bal-
anced stance. He said this 
helped preserve social harmo-
ny in the state.

The Congress leader also 
said IUML plays a crucial 
role in helping UDF candi-
dates win in constituencies 

where the party has strong 
influence. He added that coor-
dination among alliance part-
ners remains essential for 
both elections and gover-
nance.

Satheesan emphasised that 
if IUML’s influence weakens, 
it could create a political vac-

uum that may affect Kerala’s 
secular structure. He stressed 
that the relationship between 
the parties is based on mutual 
respect and cooperation.

Senior IUML leaders, in-
cluding P K Kunhalikutty, P 
M A Salam and E T Muham-
mad Basheer, were present 
during the meeting. 
Party leaders 
a l s o  e x -
pressed sup-
p o r t  f o r 
Satheesan, 
with IUML 
l e a d e r s h i p 
stating confi-
d e n c e  i n  h i s 
leadership role. The meeting 
comes at a time when dis-
cussions on portfolio alloca-
tion and coalition responsi-
bilities are ongoing within 
the UDF ahead of future 
government formation deci-
sions in the state.

‘Discussions on ministerial berths in final stage’ 
 Thiruvananthapuram

Discussions on ministerial berths in the new Kerala 
government are progressing smoothly after recent 

high-level meetings in the state capital Thiruvanantha-
puram ahead of announcement process. 

Sunny Joseph met K C Venugopal at his residence to 
review ongoing alliance talks ahead of final decisions 

on cabinet formation discussions in Kerala state. 
When asked about dissent from senior leaders said the 

issue has been resolved within the party after internal 
discussions reportedly recently settled. V D Sathee-
san is expected to play a key role in the new cabinet 

discussions as coalition leaders continue consul-
tations in Thiruvananthapuram ahead of formation 
process ongoing. MP Anto Antony said the United 

Democratic Front victory is historic and significant 
and reflects strong public support across Kerala state 

results analysis.  Joseph Vazhakkhan said senior leader 
Chennithala may decide on his role in cabinet and 

will consider joining the new government after talks 
continue. Questions remain over whether Tamil Nadu 

Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay will attend the swearing in 
ceremony which is expected to take place Monday.

India launches 
short Hajj travel 
package scheme
KOCHI

Government  has 
launched a short Hajj 
package for Indian 
pilgrims to reduce 
travel time to around 
20 days. It is mainly 
designed for working 
professionals and 
business travellers 
who cannot  s tay 
away for long peri-
ods. About 10,000 
pilgrims will travel 
under this special 
scheme. 

Earlier Hajj jour-
neys usually take 40 
to 45 days. According 
to officials the plan 
was introduced after 
feedback from pil-
grims. First flight 
will leave Kochi on 
May 17, with depar-
tures from Delhi 
Mumbai Bengaluru 
Hyderabad Chennai 
and Ahmedabad. It 
aims to help pilgrims 
complete rituals com-
fortably and return 
home sooner. Offi-
cials say religious du-
ties remain intact.

Bengal govt dissolves 
Police Welfare Board 

KOLKATA

The West Bengal government on 
Saturday dissolved the Police 
Welfare Board Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari said. 

The decision was taken after 
an administrative review meet-
ing held at Diamond Harbour in 
South 24 Parganas district. He 
said attacks on police personnel 
will not be tolerated under any 
circumstances and strict law en-
forcement will continue.

The chief minister said the 
Police Welfare Board had been 
created with good intentions but 
later became politicised. He said 
some people allegedly used it 
for personal benefits including 
illegal extensions of service. 
The government has now decid-
ed to abolish the board and 
strengthen transparent police 
welfare systems instead.

Adhikari also announced that 
women police personnel will get 
priority postings in their home 
districts. This move aims to help 
them balance professional du-
ties and personal responsibilities 
more effectively. He also in-
structed police to remain alert 

against infiltration through riv-
erine borders with Bangladesh.

Officials  were asked to 
strengthen surveillance in vul-
nerable border areas and im-
prove coordination. The chief 
minister reiterated his govern-
ment's stand against extortion 
and illegal collections from 
transport operators. He urged 
citizens to report complaints of 
corruption so that action can be 
taken quickly. 

The meeting reviewed polic-
ing and administrative issues 
across districts with senior offi-
cers joining virtually.

Officials said the reforms are 
aimed at improving discipline, 
accountability, and public safety 
across West Bengal. Authorities 
added that further steps will fo-
cus on modernising police wel-
fare systems ensuring transpar-
ency strengthening border secu-
rity and maintaining strict ac-
tion against crime while also 
improving working conditions 
for personnel across the state to 
enhance efficiency trust and 
public confidence in law en-
forcement institutions going for-
ward under new administration.

HM Shah to lead Bastar council meet
BASTAR

Preparations are underway for 
the 26th meeting of the Cen-
tral Zonal Council in Bastar, 
scheduled for May 19, where 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will chair the session. 

The meeting will bring to-
gether Chief Ministers of 
Madhya Pradesh,  Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and 
Chhattisgarh to discuss coop-
eration and development is-

sues. Before the event, Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai held 
a high-level review meeting 
to check preparations and 
give instructions to officials. 

Officials presented a de-
tailed plan showing topics and 
proposals the Chhattisgarh 
government will raise during 
the council meeting. He as-
signed responsibilities and 
directed smooth coordination 
so that arrangements are com-
pleted without any problems. 

The Chief Minister said that 
member states play an import-
ant role in achieving the vi-
sion of a developed India. He 
added that these councils are 
strong platforms for dialogue 
and resolving issues between 
states and the Centre. 

The Chief Minister said 
hosting the event in Bastar is 
a matter of pride for Chhattis-
garh. He noted that it reflects 
peace restored in the region 
under leadership of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah. The council is expected 
to strengthen coordination 
among states and support fast-
er development in the region 
while improving communica-
tion between state govern-
ments and the central govern-
ment in India. Officials said it 
will also highlight peace and 
stability in Bastar under con-
tinued development efforts by 
the government India.

Modi govt lifted 30% out poverty: Gajendra Singh
JAIPUR

Union Minister for Culture 
and Tourism Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat said the Narendra 
Modi government has helped 
lift about 30 crore people 
above the poverty l ine 
through welfare schemes fo-
cused on poor welfare and 
direct benefits. 

He was speaking at a night 
choupal and village pro-
gramme in Bhiluda village of 
Dungarpur district. He said 
many families who once 
struggled with poverty are 

now living with dignity due to 
central government schemes. 

He recalled the Covid 19 
period when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi ensured no 
poor person slept hungry by 
starting a free ration distribu-
tion programme.

 Under this scheme, free 
food grains were provided to 
nearly 80 crore people across 
the country and the support 
continues even today. 

He praised the Rajasthan 
government led by Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma 
for appealing to financially 

stable families to voluntarily 
surrender their BPL cards so 
that benefits can reach the 
needy. He said around 80 lakh 
people in Rajasthan gave up 
their BPL cards, saying they 
no longer needed support. 

Shekhawat said this shows 
posi t ive  socia l  change 
through welfare policies. He 
also highlighted the PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi scheme under 
which farmers receive Rs 
6000 every year directly in 
bank accounts. He added that 
Rajasthan has increased assis-
tance to Rs 10000 under a 

double engine government 
model. He said the govern-
ment is also focusing on 
youth through education, 
skills and healthcare pro-
grammes to create better jobs 
and stronger future opportuni-
ties for the country. 

He said these efforts togeth-
er reflect inclusive gover-
nance and aim to reduce in-
equality while strengthening 
rural economy and ensuring 
long term development across 
India with continued welfare 
support for citizens nation-
wide.
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QUICK READ
US lawmakers demand 

release of Uyghur 
prisoners

Petrobras restarts 
fertilizer plant to cut 

imports

Balochistan  
leaders warn of rising 

violence crisis

MUNICH
US lawmakers increased 
pressure on China after 
both chambers of Con-

gress unanimously 
passed resolutions seek-
ing the release of Uyghur 
prisoners and other de-

tained activists. The reso-
lutions were approved 

during President Donald 
Trump’s visit to China and 
mentioned jailed Uyghur 

doctor Gulshan Abbas 
among several prisoners. 
The World Uyghur Con-

gress welcomed the 
move and called for 

stronger international ac-
tion against alleged hu-

man rights abuses in Xin-
jiang. American lawmak-

ers and rights groups 
continue accusing China 

of mass detentions, 
forced labour, and sup-
pression of Uyghur cul-

ture and religion.

SAO PAULO
Brazil’s state-run energy 
company Petrobras has 

restarted fertilizer produc-
tion at the Bahia Fertilizer 
Plant to reduce the coun-
try’s dependence on im-

ported nitrogen fertilizers. 
The reopening was high-
lighted during President 

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva’s 
visit to the facility. Petro-

bras said the plant, closed 
since 2019, now produces 
around 1,300 tons of urea 
daily, meeting nearly five 

percent of Brazil’s de-
mand. The company in-
vested almost BRL 100 

million in restarting oper-
ations, creating thou-

sands of jobs. Petrobras 
plans to reopen more fer-
tilizer plants by 2028 and 
aims to supply 35 percent 
of Brazil’s domestic nitro-

gen fertilizer needs 
through expanded pro-

duction nationwide.

QUETTA
Security conditions in Pa-
kistan’s Balochistan prov-

ince have worsened 
sharply, with ministers 

admitting the region now 
resembles a “war-like” 

situation. During a provin-
cial assembly session, 
lawmakers from both 

government and opposi-
tion parties criticised au-

thorities for failing to con-
trol violence. Senior min-

ister Mir Sadiq Umrani 
said attacks on police 

stations, extortion threats, 
and militant activities had 
become common. He re-

vealed that even his 
home had been attacked 
several times. Home Min-
ister Zia Langove also ac-

cepted that security re-
mained poor despite 
heavy protection for

 lawmakers. 

Nepal sets up Gender and Sexual Minorities Ministry
KATHMANDU

 
In a historic move, Nepal has 
officially established a federal 
ministry that explicitly recog-
nizes sexual minorities. 

This landmark restructuring 
highlights the nation’s ongo-
ing progression toward highly 
progressive and liberal poli-
cies for its Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender, Intersex, 
and Queer (LGBTIQ) com-
munity. 

The newly formed govern-
ment, led by Prime Minister 

Balendra Shah, integrated the 
specific phrase ‘Gender and 
Sexual Minorities’ into the 
title and official mandate of a 
department during a sweeping 
administrative overhaul. Ac-
cording to the newly pub-
lished Government of Nepal 
Allocation of Business Regu-
lations, the entity is officially 
named the Ministry of Wom-
en, Children, Gender and Sex-
ual Minorities and Social Se-
curity. 

This revamped body is 
tasked with the protection, so-

cial upliftment, empower-
ment, and legal development 
of gender minority groups. It 
will also safeguard marginal-

ized citizens, Dalits, and indi-
viduals living in economically 
backward regions. The policy 
change comes after a special-
ized committee recommended 
slashing the total number of 
federal ministries from 21 
down to 18 to boost efficien-
cy.  Prominent human rights 
groups, including the Blue 
Diamond Society, enthusiasti-
cally celebrated the an-
nouncement, labeling it a 
long-awaited milestone that 
cements dignity and inclusion 
within the national gover-

nance framework. Activists 
also highly praised lawmaker 
Bhumika Shrestha for her 
tireless political advocacy in 
securing this structural victo-
ry. Already considered a hu-
man rights leader in South 
Asia, Nepal legally protects 
gender identity under its con-
stitution and issues third-gen-
der passports. Local activists 
believe this formal ministry 
will permanently eliminate 
systemic discrimination and 
foster true societal inclusion 
across the country.

HISTORIC INCLUSION

US-Nigeria eliminate top ISIS leader
Nigerian and US forces killed IS second-in-command Abu-Bilal al-Minuki during a joint raid

ABUJA
 

Nigerian President Bola Tinu-
bu has highly praised a suc-
cessful overnight military 
operation conducted jointly 
by Nigerian and American 
forces, which successfully 
eliminated Abu-Bilal al-Mi-
nuk i ,  t he  g loba l  s ec -
ond-in-command of the Is-
lamic State (IS). 

In an official public state-
ment released from the capi-
tal, President Tinubu de-
scribed the precision strike as 
a brilliant example of effec-
tive international cooperation 
against global terrorism. Ini-
tial battlefield assessments 
confirmed that the high-rank-

ing terrorist mastermind, also 
known regionally as Abu-
Mainok, was killed alongside 
several of his closest lieuten-
ants during a highly tactical 
raid on his fortified com-
pound located within the Lake 
Chad Basin. 

The major breakthrough 
was also announced by US 
President Donald Trump via 
social media. Trump revealed 
that the complex, meticulous-
ly planned mission was exe-
cuted flawlessly under his 
direct command. 

He emphasized that the elu-
sive terrorist leader can no 
longer threaten African com-
munities or orchestrate deadly 
plots against global targets, 

noting that the victory heavily 
destabilizes the extremist 
group's operational funding 

network. 
Born in Nigeria's northeast-

ern Borno State, the 44-year-

old al-Minuki had been a 
prominent target for interna-
tional intelligence agencies 
for years. 

He took control of the IS 
West Africa branch in 2018 
and was officially designated 
as a global terrorist by the 
United States government in 
2023. 

President Tinubu extended 
his deepest gratitude to the 
brave soldiers for their incred-
ible courage, discipline, and 
professional execution. 

He reiterated Nigeria's firm 
commitment to launching 
more decisive, strategic 
strikes to completely disman-
tle remaining militant en-
claves across West Africa.

India-Italy deepen 
space-tech ties

INDIA
 

The Indian National Space 
Promotion and Authorisation 
Centre (IN-SPACe) has suc-
cessfully led a prominent del-
egation of domestic space-
tech firms to the prestigious 
Space Meetings Veneto 2026 
event held in Venice, Italy.

The strategic international 
visit aims to aggressively ex-
pand the global footprint of 
India's rapidly growing pri-
vate space ecosystem. During 
the high-profile gathering, the 
Indian delegation held exten-
sive commercial talks with 
the Italian Space Industry 
Study Group, resulting in 
multiple landmark agreements 
that promise to reshape bilat-
eral technological coopera-
tion.

Among the major an-
nouncements ,  Karnata-
ka-based Astrobase Space 
Technologies signed a vital 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Impulso 
Space to secure seamless cus-
tomer launch opportunities. 
Simultaneously, Kepler Aero-
space finalized an extensive 
framework agreement with 
Apogeo Space to expand 
Global Ground Station as a 
Service (GSaaS) networks 

and enhance critical satellite 
infrastructure collaboration 
between India and Europe. 
Furthermore, tech firm Vyom-
IC unveiled a new strategic 
partnership focused strictly on 
developing next-generation 
navigation systems.

Dr. P.K. Jain, a director at 
IN-SPACe, emphasized that 
these new partnerships high-
light the increasing competi-
tiveness and readiness of In-
dian enterprises on the global 
stage. He noted that the 
signed deals reflect immense 
international confidence in 
India’s private scientific capa-
bilities.

This successful European 
visit follows a reciprocal trip 
by an Italian aerospace dele-
gation last year. It directly 
aligns with the ambitious 
2025-2029 India-Italy Joint 
Strategic Action Plan, signal-
ing a shared long-term com-
mitment to leading the future 
global space economy.

A devastating measles outbreak in Bangladesh has killed twelve more 
children, raising the national death toll to 451

Measles surge: Over 1,000 
hospitalized in Bangladesh

DHAKA
 

A devastating measles out-
break in Bangladesh has 
claimed the lives of twelve 
more children, raising the na-
tional death toll to a stagger-
ing 451.

The Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS) con-
firmed the latest fatalities oc-
curred within a single 24-hour 
testing window.

According to local medical 
data, four of the deceased 
were officially confirmed 
measles cases, while eight 
other children died exhibiting 
severe symptoms of the high-
ly contagious virus. The 
quick-spreading outbreak also 

saw 111 newly confirmed in-
fections, pushing hospital ad-
missions to over 1,000 pa-
tients within a single day.

In response to the emergen-
cy, the Bangladesh Lung 
Foundation urged health offi-
cials to instantly set up spe-
cialized "fever corners" at 
local clinics for early detec-
tion. Medical experts blame 
the worsening crisis on poor 
vaccination coverage from 
last year combined with high 
child malnutrition rates.The 
health disaster has also trig-
gered massive public anger. 
Furious protestors took to the 
streets in Dhaka, demanding 
accountability from the coun-
try's former interim govern-

ment leaders, Muhammad 
Yunus and Nurjahan Begum, 
for allegedly dismantling the 
nation's functional vaccine 
procurement system without a 
viable replacement.

Local media editorials 
heavily criticized the previous 
administration for squander-
ing two decades of steady im-
munization progress, labeling 
the current crisis an avoidable 
human disaster. With public 
hospitals overflowing, the 
newly appointed health au-
thorities are under immense 
pressure to launch emergency 
vaccination campaigns to pro-
tect vulnerable infants and 
permanently halt the deadly 
spread.

SRI LANKA RAISES TAX ON CAR IMPORTS
COLOMBO

 
The Sri Lankan government 
has introduced a temporary 50 
percent surcharge on vehicle 
imports in a direct effort to 
protect its sliding national 
currency. The new emergency 

tax measure specifically tar-
gets passenger cars while 
completely excluding every-
day transport options like mo-
torcycles and traditional 
three-wheelers.  President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake, 
who also serves as the na-

tion's finance minister, offi-
cially announced the direc-
tive. According to the signed 
government notification, this 
additional 50 percent levy on 
existing customs duties will 
take effect immediately and 
remain active for a strict peri-

od of three months.  The 
emergency decision comes as 
the Sri Lankan rupee faces 
intense downward pressure, 
having depreciated by over 
three percent against the US 
dollar by the middle of this 
month.

Intense future 
droughts 

threaten NZ agri
HAMILTON

 
New Zea land’s  fu tu re 
droughts could be far more 
devastating than previously 
imagined. New research re-
veals that the nation's current 
climate safety policies are 
dangerously underestimating 
the threat by ignoring histor-
ical weather patterns from 
the early 20th century. 

Experts Adam Brown and 
Luke Harrington from the 
University of Waikato warn 
that as the planet warms, se-
vere dry spells will intensify. 
For an agricultural nation 
like New Zealand, this is an 
incredibly ominous outlook. 
Recent droughts have al-
ready given citizens a terri-
fying glimpse of what lies 
ahead, featuring browned 
farm paddocks, shrinking 
water reservoirs, dried-out 
riverbeds, and farmers des-
perately struggling for ani-
mal feed. 

These modern events have 
already inflicted a heavy 
economic toll. 

For instance, a major 
drought in 2007 quadrupled 
feed prices and cost the coun-
try billions of dollars. Another 
widespread dry spell just four 
years later managed to wipe 
out a significant portion of the 
entire nation's economic out-
put. 

However, the researchers 
point out a critical flaw in 
current planning. Most mod-
ern safety models only look at 
weather data stretching back 
to the 1970s. 

By analyzing deeper histo-
ry, scientists discovered that 
New Zealand’s three most ex-
treme droughts actually oc-
curred before 1950. 

The worst historic dry spell 
hit in 1914, followed by mas-
sive droughts in 1907 and 
1945.

Pak’s hydropower dreams stall 
under crushing debt

ISLAMABAD
 

Pakistan's vital water security 
and energy infrastructure 
plans are collapsing into se-
vere uncertainty, with key 
megaprojects facing genera-
tional delays due to an acute 
financial crisis and skyrocket-
ing construction costs.

Leaked official documents 
paint an alarming picture of 
the country's long-term utility 
planning. Under current fed-
eral funding allocations, sev-
eral flagship dams and canal 
systems originally champi-
oned as immediate remedies 
for Pakistan's crippling black-
outs and water scarcity, will 
now take decades, and in 
some extreme cases, centuries 
to complete.

The crisis is even more ab-
surd within smaller, under-
funded regional schemes. Of-
ficial government estimates 
suggest the Naulong Dam will 
require 122 years to complete, 
while the Chashma Right 
Bank Canal would astonish-

ingly take nearly 1,900 years 
to finish under the current 
economic trajectory. Further-
more, a critical PKR 194 bil-
lion national flood protection 
program will remain unbuilt 
for centuries, leaving millions 
of citizens highly vulnerable 
to extreme climate disasters.

Economists warn that as 
Pakistan battles severe infla-
tion and high debt-servicing 
costs, its foundational re-
sources are rapidly eroding. 
Without an immediate injec-
tion of foreign direct invest-
ment or a drastic restructuring 
of the federal budget.

Dasu Hydropower Project
The estimated cost has ballooned to a colossal PKR 1.74 trillion. At the current 
pace of fiscal funding, completion will take an estimated 65 years. Authorities are 
desperately requesting PKR 145 billion in the upcoming budget just to keep the 
lights on at construction sites.

Diamer-Bhasha Dam
Total costs have breached PKR 1.04 trillion. With the next fiscal year’s proposed 
funding sitting at a meager PKR 93.77 billion, engineers estimate a 46-year delay 
before the reservoir is operational.

Urban Water Infrastructure
The vital K-IV water supply scheme for a parched Karachi is now delayed by an-
other decade with costs soaring past PKR 175 billion. Shockingly, the Kachhi Canal 
project could take more than a century to finish.

Mohmand Dam
This project requires at least 14 more years as its price tag climbs past PKR 337 billion.

FINANCIAL NUMBERS BEHIND STAGNATION 

Indian mangoes make 
sweet debut in Seattle

SEATTLE
 

The highly anticipated king of 
fruits has officially arrived on 
shelves across the US Pacific 
Northwest. 

Following a dedicated, 
year-long trade outreach ini-
tiative involving premium 
distributors and local consum-
ers, Indian mangoes are mak-
ing a triumphant, fresh entry 
into the competitive Seattle 
retail market. 

The high-profile fruit launch 
gained widespread local media 
attention after a vibrant seg-
ment was aired. Speaking on 
the broadcast, India's Consul 
General in Seattle, Prakash 
Gupta, proudly showcased the 
prized arrivals. He explained 
that mangoes hold a deeply 
sentimental value for the glob-
al Indian diaspora, traditional-
ly symbolizing the beautiful 
onset of summer, sweet child-
hood nostalgia, and joyful 
family bonding. 

The successful commercial 
expansion is being widely cel-
ebrated as a triumph of "man-

go diplomacy." The historic 
trade relationship dates back 
to 2006 when former US Pres-
ident George W. Bush famous-
ly tasted an Alphonso mango 
in India and praised its un-
matched flavor, kickstarting 
initial American imports. 

To secure this weekend's 
rollout, the Indian Consulate 
hosted large-scale tasting 
events last year featuring pre-
mium Kesar, Dasheri, and 
Langra variants. The targeted 
campaign successfully gener-
ated immense consumer inter-
est, prompting major super-
market chains, delivery apps, 
and local grocery stores to 
stock the exotic fruit. 

Starting now, eager shop-
pers can officially purchase 
authentic Indian mangoes at 
specialized markets and select 
Costco outlets across Seattle, 
Kirkland, and Redmond. Lo-
cal food enthusiasts are 
thrilled by the timing, noting 
that the delicious arrival per-
fectly coincides with the city’s 
very first sunny summer 
weekend.

Indian ministerial 
visit enhances 
Caribbean ties

ROSEAU
 

Indian Union Minister of 
State for External Affairs Pa-
bitra Margherita has held 
high-level diplomatic talks 
with Dominica’s President 
Sylvanie Burton to aggres-
sively strengthen bilateral 
ties.  The significant meeting 
in Roseau focused strictly on 
deepening the commercial 
and political partnerships be-
tween the two democratic na-
tions. President Burton holds 
a historic legacy, having be-
come the first woman and the 
first indigenous leader from 
the Kalinago community to 
serve as Dominica's head of 
state since 2023. Minister 
Margherita extended warm 
official greetings from India’s 
President and Prime Minister, 
emphasizing a mutual com-
mitment to exploring fresh 
economic collaborations.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public at large is hereby notified that, my client/s 
has agreed to purchase the under mentioned properties from 
its Owners Mr. Leo Quadros, son of Bonaventure Quadros. 
If any person/(s), including Bank, Financial  Institution, 
Private Financier and all Statutory Authorities, claiming any 
right interest, objections or charges on the under mentioned 
schedule  properties or any part thereof, is /are hereby 
required to contact me and also lost Original Sale Deed 
(Document bearing No. 83/2003-04 dated 17-04-2023, near 
Hennur Road, Lingarajpuram, regarding this complaint (Lost 
Report No.1508649/2025) has been lodged on 06-03-2025, 
So, if anybody finds the aforesaid Original Sale Deed Please 
Contact at No.13/2, El-Shedai, 1st Floor, 2nd Cross, behind  
Assesi Church, Lingarajapuram, Hennuru Road- Bangalore-43 
with documentary evidences, within 07 (Seven) days from the 
date of this publication, as otherwise the said transaction will 
be completed without any references or regards to any such 
purported claim  or interest, which shall be deemed to have 
been waived for all intents and purposes. 

SCHEDULE PROPERTY
All that piece and parcel of Immovable Residential 
Properties bearing Vacant Site No.329/694, RDPR No. 
15030030270012537, totally measuring 211.28 Sq.Mtrs 
situated at Udanahalli Village, Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura 
Taluk, Bangalore Rural District, bounded on East by: Site No. 
699 , West by: Road, North by: Site No. 695 and South by: 
Road.  

Sd/- Ranjitha HN, Advocate
Mob:+917795921905 Email:ranjithakote1994@gmail.com
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TATA TRUSTS ASKED TO DEFER MEETING AMID PROBE
MUMBAI

 
The Maharashtra State Chari-
ty Commissioner has directed 
Tata Trusts to defer a crucial 
board meeting of the Sir 
Ratan Tata Trust following 
complaints related to the com-
position of its board of trust-
ees.

 The order comes amid an 
ongoing inquiry into alleged 
violations linked to trustee 
appointments and governance 
norms. In an official state-
ment, Tata Trusts clarified 
that the directive issued by 

the Office of the Charity 
Commissioner applies only to 
the Sir Ratan Tata Trust and 
described the order as ex par-
te in nature.

The trust stated that the di-
rections received from the 
Office of the Charity Com-
missioner are currently being 
examined by the Sir Ratan 
Tata Trust. It further noted 
that the order had been issued 
without prior notice or an op-
portunity for the trust to pres-
ent its position before the au-
thorities. The board meeting, 
scheduled for Saturday, was 

considered significant due to 
expected discussions concern-
ing Tata Sons, including a 
possible public listing of the 
company, the reappointment 

of Chairman N Chandrase-
karan and other nominee di-
rectors. The meeting had orig-
inally been planned for May 8 
before being postponed to 
May 16.

Maharashtra Charity Com-
missioner Amogh S Kaloti 
confirmed that an inquiry is 
underway after complaints 
were filed regarding the com-
position of the board of trust-
ees of the Sir Ratan Tata 
Trust. 

The order also instructed 
the trust not to conduct such 
meetings until the inspector’s 

inquiry report is submitted. 
Advocate Katyayani Agrawal, 
who sought intervention from 
the Charity Commissioner, 
said the office had directed 
Tata Trusts to defer all future 
board meetings pending com-
pletion of the inquiry. She 
added that an inspector ap-
pointed in the matter would 
investigate the allegations and 
submit a detailed report to the 
Char i ty  Commiss ioner. 
Agrawal had approached the 
authorities on April 18.

The issue is linked to an 
amended provision introduced 

in September 2025, which 
limits the number of perpetual 
or lifetime trustees to 25 per 
cent of the total strength of 
the board. Authorities are re-
portedly examining whether 
the current structure complies 
with the revised rules.

The Sir Ratan Tata Trust 
holds a 23.6 per cent stake in 
Tata Sons, the holding com-
pany of the over 180 billion 
dollar Tata Group, making 
governance matters concern-
ing the trust highly significant 
for the broader business con-
glomerate.

NORM VIOLATIONS
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IIT-K-incubated 
startup inks pact for 

e-compact tractor

‘File FIRs against Ola, 
Uber, Rapido

 for illegal ops’

India’s jaggery export 
value surge over 106% 

in 10 years

NEW DELHI
An SIIC IIT Kanpur-incu-

bated startup, ScaNxt 
Scientific Technologies, 
entered into an agree-
ment with two institu-

tions under the Ministry of 
Science and Technology 
for the technology trans-
fer of India’s first indige-

nously developed 100 per 
cent electric compact 

tractor, a statement has 
said. The electric com-
pact tractor, developed 

with over 90 per cent in-
digenous components, 

has been specifically de-
signed for India’s small 
and marginal farmers. 

Conventional die-
sel-based mechanisation 
models have historically 
remained economically 
inaccessible for small 

land holders, creating a 
structural productivity 

gap across rural India. In-
dia’s agricultural econo-
my remains heavily de-
pendent on smallholder 
farmers, with over 86 per 

cent of farming house-
holds operating on less 
than 2 hectares of land.

NEW DELHI
Maharashtra Transport 
Minister Pratap Sarnaik 
has directed the Cyber 
Crime department to 

lodge FIRs against Ola, 
Uber and Rapido over al-
leged illegal bike taxi op-
erations in the state. The 
minister further clarified 
that app-based mobility 
platforms Ola, Uber and 
Rapido continue to oper-

ate in the state as we 
sought legal action 

against their alleged un-
authorised bike taxi ser-
vices. The clarification 

came after reports circu-
lated on social media 

claiming that the services 
of Ola, Uber and Rapido 

had been completely shut 
down in Maharashtra. In a 
post on X, the Directorate 

General of Information 
and Public Relations (DG-

IPR), Maharashtra, said 
such reports were mis-
leading and stated that 
the government’s action 
is limited only to illegal 

bike taxi operations. 

NEW DELHI
India accounts for more 

than 70 per cent of glob-
al jaggery production and 
has seen jaggery exports 
rise 106.5 per cent in val-
ue between 2015–16 and 

2024–25, the govern-
ment said on Saturday. 

Exports during April–Jan-
uary 2025–26 reached 

450.1 metric tonnes, val-
ued at $384.4 million, up 

about 16.5 per cent in 
volume and 15.9 per cent 

in value on a year-on-
year basis, an official 

statement said. Comple-
menting this growth, gov-
ernment initiatives such 
as Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

SAMPADA Yojana, PM 
Formalisation of Micro 
Food Processing Enter-

prises Scheme, and One 
District One Product, 
along with GI tagging, 

contributed significantly 
to promote value addi-

tion, strengthen rural en-
terprises, and enhance 

export potential.

Global oil prices jump over 3% 
amid rising US-Iran tensions 
Investors reacted nervously to fresh diplomatic friction and fears that the 

fragile ceasefire in the region may not hold
NEW DELHI

 
Global crude oil prices re-
corded sharp gains as escalat-
ing tensions between the 
United States and Iran raised 
concerns over possible dis-
ruptions in the Strait of Hor-
muz, one of the world’s most 
vital energy transit routes.

Investors reacted nervously 
to fresh diplomatic friction 
and fears that the fragile 
ceasefire in the region may 
not hold, pushing benchmark 
oil contracts to their highest 
weekly gains in months.

Brent crude futures settled 
at 109.26 dollars per barrel, 
rising by 3.54 dollars or 3.35 
per cent during the trading 
session. Meanwhile, United 
States West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude closed at 105.42 
dollars per barrel, gaining 
4.25 dollars or 4.2 per cent.

On a weekly basis, Brent 
crude advanced 7.84 per cent, 
while WTI surged 10.48 per 
cent as traders closely moni-
tored developments in the 
Middle East and growing un-
certainty surrounding global 
energy supplies.

Market sentiment weakened 
after Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araqchi stated that 
Tehran had no trust in the 
United States and would en-
gage in negotiations only if 
Washington demonstrated 
genuine commitment. He also 
indicated that Iran remained 

ready for both renewed mili-
tary conflict and diplomatic 
talks, signalling continued 
uncertainty over the future of 
regional stability.

The latest remarks came as 
US President Donald Trump 
expressed frustration over 
Iran’s stance and reiterated 
that Tehran must not be al-
lowed to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

Trump also called for the 
reopening of the Strait of 
Hormuz, a critical shipping 
passage through which nearly 
one-fifth of the world’s oil 
and liquefied natural gas sup-
plies are transported.

The Strait of Hormuz re-
mains strategically important 
for major Gulf oil producers 
such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
and Qatar. Any disruption in 
shipping activity through the 
narrow waterway is consid-

ered a serious threat to global 
energy markets and interna-
tional trade.

Investors had initially 
hoped that the ceasefire in-
volving Iran and regional ri-
vals would lead to smoother 
maritime operations and im-
proved stability in the Gulf 
region. However, renewed 
tensions and strong state-
ments from both Washington 
and Tehran have significantly 
reduced expectations of a 
quick resolution.

During his visit to China, 
Trump also said he had 
agreed with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping that Iran 
should not possess nuclear 
weapons. The statement add-
ed another geopolitical di-
mension to the ongoing cri-
sis, further intensifying con-
cerns among global investors 
and energy traders.

‘Small offices face 
highest facility 

management costs’
MUMBAI

 
Small office occupiers across 
India are bearing the highest 
facilities management costs 
per square foot, while larger 
office campuses are benefit-
ing from scale efficiencies 
and integrated infrastructure, 
according to a report released 
by Knight Frank India on Sat-
urday.

The report found that small-
er office spaces, including 
startup hubs, boutique corpo-
rate offices, flexible work-
space occupiers and regional 
business units, continue to 
face elevated facilities man-
agement expenses due to lim-
ited operational scale and 
higher manpower require-
ments per square foot.

According to the study, cit-
ies such as Mumbai, Bengal-
uru and Gurugram recorded 
the highest costs across small 
office categories because of 
premium Grade A office eco-
systems, higher employee-re-
lated expenses and strong 
demand for integrated work-
place management services.

In contrast, Pune and Kolk-
ata emerged as the most 
cost-efficient office markets 
for small occupiers. Facilities 
management costs in these 
cities ranged between Rs 
21.13 and Rs 24.55 per square 
foot across different opera-
tional formats, making them 
comparatively affordable for 
businesses looking to opti-
mise operational expenditure.

The report also underlined 
the importance of operating 
formats in determining work-
place management costs. Of-
fices functioning on a 24x7 
basis consistently incurred 
higher expenses compared to 
conventional 12-hour, five-
day operational models. This 

increase was attributed to ad-
ditional manpower deploy-
ment, engineering support, 
continuous maintenance re-
quirements and round-the-
clock security services.

Pawan Koyal, Executive 
Director and Head of Facility 
and Asset Management at 
Knight Frank India, said facil-
ities management has evolved 
into a strategic business func-
tion as companies increasing-
ly focus on operational conti-
nuity, workplace experience, 
sustainability and employee 
wellbeing.

He added that gateway of-
fice markets such as Mumbai, 
Bengaluru and Gurugram 
continue to command a pre-
mium due to higher work-
force costs and rising demand 
for advanced workplace man-
agement solutions.

The report stated that with-
in the 10,000 to 30,000 square 
foot office category, facilities 
management costs in Mum-
bai, Bengaluru and Gurugram 
stood at Rs 25.52 per square 
foot for 12-hour operations. 
These costs increased to Rs 
27.52 per square foot for of-
fices operating round the 
clock.

Similarly, offices in the 
30,000 to 50,000 square foot 
category recorded some of the 
highest operational expenses 
across segments, with costs 
reaching Rs 27.65 per square 
foot for 12-hour operations 
and Rs 29.65 per square foot 
for 24x7 operational models.

Cities such as Mumbai, 
Bengaluru and Gurugram 

recorded the highest 
costs across small office 

categories due to 
premium Grade A office 

ecosystems.

Govt develops framework to measure 
contribution of knowledge to economy
NEW DELHI

 
The Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation is 
developing a new framework 
to assess the contribution of 
knowledge and knowl-
edge-based products to the 
Indian economy, according to 
an official statement released 
on Saturday. 

The initiative aims to better 
understand the growing role 
of knowledge-driven activi-
ties in economic growth amid 
rapid technological advance-
ments and changing work-
force requirements.

The ministry stated that the 
framework is being designed 
in response to increasing tech-
nological transformation and 
the rising complexity of skill 
demands across industries. 
Officials noted that measuring 
the economic value generated 
through knowledge systems, 
innovation and intellectual 
outputs has become essential 
for policymaking and eco-
nomic planning.

According to the statement, 
the exercise seeks to address 
the growing importance of 
knowledge in economic activ-
ity and support the formula-
tion of policies capable of 
capturing evolving economic 
dynamics. The ministry de-

scribed the effort as a first-of-
its-kind initiative in India due 
to the absence of a compara-
ble global precedent.

The statement further said 
that the project requires col-
laboration with experts and 
stakeholders from multiple 
sectors because of the com-
plexity involved in defining 
and quantifying knowledge 
products and their economic 
contribution.

The Ministry of 
Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implemen-
tation constitut-
ed a Technical 
Advisory Group 
following rec-
ommendations 
from a meeting 
chaired by Ajay Kumar Sood. 
The advisory group was 
tasked with developing a 
structured approach for mea-
suring the contribution of 
knowledge-related sectors to 
the country’s gross domestic 
product.

In September 2025, the 
ministry organised a brain-
storming workshop to help 
create a taxonomy of knowl-
edge products and identify 
quantitative indicators and 
relevant data sources for eval-
uating their economic value. 
Experts participating in the 

discussions also explored 
challenges related to mea-
surement methodologies and 
data availability.

Based on recommendations 
from the Technical Advisory 
Group, suggestions received 
during the workshop and sub-
sequent consultations, the 
ministry has now prepared a 
base paper outlining a pro-
posed framework for measur-

ing the contribution of 
knowledge and knowl-
edge products to the 
Indian economy.

The document 
consists of four 
chapters covering 
conceptual as-
pects of knowl-
edge and the 

knowledge economy, existing 
methodologies and metrics, 
the dimensions and challeng-
es of India’s traditional 
knowledge systems, and a 
framework for evaluating the 
economic value of knowledge 
contributions. The ministry 
has invited comments and 
suggestions from stakehold-
ers and the general public as 
part of a broader consultation 
process. Feedback can be 
submitted to the ministry un-
til June 15, 2026, after which 
the framework is expected to 
be finalised.

Fuel price rise likely provides Rs 52,700 cr relief to OMCs
NEW DELHI

 
The recent retail fuel price 
increase of Rs 3 per litre will 
trim mounting losses at oil 
marketing companies and 
provide up to Rs 52,700 crore 
worth of relief in their under 
recoveries, a report said on 
Saturday.

The report from SBI Re-
search said that the relief is 
equal to roughly 15 per cent 
of the expected total loss of 
OMCs in FY27. 

Under recoveries on petrol 
and diesel have surged be-
cause retail prices were kept 
unchanged amid rising Brent 
crude, with the government 
estimating OMC losses at 
about Rs 1,000 crore per day 
and roughly Rs 3.6 lakh 

crore a year. The report said 
the fuel price hike is unlikely 
to reduce annual oil con-
sumption, as historical pat-
terns showed consumption 
dips immediately after price 
hikes but recovers over the 
year.

Further, immediate impact 
on CPI inflation is likely 
around 15-20 bps in May-
June 2026. So, we revise our 
FY27 forecast to 4.7 per 
cent. There is no direct im-
pact of this hike on the fiscal 
situation, the report noted.

Notably, the government 
has earlier reduced the ex-
cise duty by Rs 10 on diesel 
and petrol during the year to 
help.

The OMCs for which the 
revenue loss for the centre is 

estimated as Rs 1.1 lakh 
crore. A similar rationalisa-
tion of excise to zero to aid 
OMCs would cost the centre 
about Rs 1.9 lakh crore and 
states about Rs 80,000 crore.

The report flagged that a 
further depreciation of the ru-
pee could negate the intended 
benefits, saying that an addi-
tional depreciation of Rs 2 
from the FY27 average of Rs 
94 to the dollar would fully 
offset the gains from the do-
mestic fuel price revision.

The rupee has already ap-
proached a critical deprecia-
tion threshold, beyond which 
further currency weakness 
could substantially erode the 
intended benefits of domestic 
fuel price revisions, it ex-
plained.

TCS scales up ‘Human+AI’ 
strategy amid enterprise AI push

NEW DELHI
 

India’s leading software 
services provider, Tata 
Consultancy Services 
(TCS), is repositioning it-
self as an AI and digital 
transformation partner as 
it sharpens focus on full-
stack artificial intelligence 
solutions across industries, 
Chairman N Chandrase-
karan has said.

In a message to share-
holders in the company’s 
FY26 annual report, Chan-
drasekaran said enterprises 
are rapidly accelerating 
adoption of generative and 
agentic AI technologies.

TCS also scaled up exe-
cution of its 'Human + AI' 
operating model and ex-
panded its industry-specif-
ic  agent  marketplace 
during the fiscal year, he 
noted.

According to Chan-
drasekaran, AI is evolving 
from being merely a tech-
nology layer to becoming 
the infrastructure of intel-
ligence for businesses.

He said enterprises are 
expected to increasingly 
move from AI pilot proj-
ects to large-scale deploy-
ment, embedding AI into 
core business operations, 
supply chains and deci-
sion-making processes.

TCS generated annual-
ised revenue of $2.3 bil-
lion from AI services 
during FY26, while its 
new-age services portfolio 
-- including cloud, data, 
enterprise solutions and 
cyber security -- contribut-
ed $11.5 billion in annual-
ised revenue.

The company reported 
total revenue of $30 bil-
lion for FY26 and secured 
deal wins with a total con-
tract value of $40.7 billion 
during the year.

During FY26, TCS ex-
panded into the data centre 
business and acquired 
firms to strengthen capa-
bilities linked to AI infra-
structure and adjacent 
technologies.

The company recently 
launched ‘HyperVault’, an 
AI infrastructure platform 
developed in partnership 
with TPG.

Chandrasekaran said In-
dia is emerging as a strate-
gic alternative destination 
for AI infrastructure amid 
rising global constraints 
related to power, comput-
ing capacity and geogra-
phy.

TCS is building what it 
claims will be India’s first 
AI-focused high-density 
data centre, with rack den-
sity exceeding 160 KW.

TN gets MeitY-
backed ChipIN 

Centre
NEW DELHI

 
A MeitY-backed ChipIN Cen-
tre focused on semiconductor 
design education and VLSI 
research has been inaugurated 
at Sona College of Technolo-
gy on Saturday to strengthen 
India’s semiconductor ecosys-
tem and chip design capabili-
ties.

The ‘Sona ChipIN Centre’, 
established at the Department 
of Electronics and Communi-
cation Engineering (ECE), 
has been set up under the 
Chips to Startup (C2S) pro-
gramme supported by the 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (Me-
itY), C-DAC and the ChipIN 
Centre initiative.

The facility is equipped 
with advanced Electronic De-
sign Automation (EDA) tools 
valued at Rs 100 million, en-
abling students, researchers 
and faculty members to work 
on semiconductor design, 
VLSI research and indus-
try-oriented innovation proj-
ects. The centre was inaugurat-
ed by Dr V Veerappan, Chair-
man of the India Electronics 
and Semiconductor Associa-
tion, and Shekar Viswanathan, 
former Vice-Chairman of Toy-
ota Kirloskar Motor.Sona Insti-
tutions Chairman C Valliappa 
said the Centre should work 
towards developing a ‘Made in 
India’ chip within the next 24-
36 months in alignment with 
the government’s India Semi-
conductor Mission.

Meanwhile, Sona Institu-
tions Vice Chairman Chocko 
Valliappa said the initiative 
assumes significance amid In-
dia’s rapidly growing semicon-
ductor ecosystem and the 
country’s entry into advanced 
3nm chip development capa-
bilities.

He added that apart from in-
digenous chip development, 
the centre will help produce 
industry-ready semiconductor 
engineers. According to the in-
stitution, the ECE Department 
will utilise the facility to train 
students across multiple pro-
grammes, including Electron-
ics and Communication Engi-
neering, Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineering.
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VERSTAPPEN 
CLAIMS FOURTH 

ON NURBURGRING 
GRID DEBUT

MUENSTER

Four-time Formula One 
world champion Max Ver-
stappen enjoyed a stellar 
start to his highly anticipat-
ed endurance racing debut. 
His Verstappen Racing 
team secured fourth place 
on the starting grid for the 
iconic 24 Hours of Nuer-
burgring. 

Spanish co-driver Dani 
Juncadella produced a blaz-
ing final lap of eight min-
utes 12.005 seconds over 
the fearsome 25-kilometer 
German track. Famously 
nicknamed "The Green 
Hell," the challenging cir-

cuit tested drivers with 
complex corners and rapid-
ly shifting grip levels. Top 
honors went to the Red 
Bull-backed Team ABT 
Lamborghini, with German 
driver Luca Engstler taking 
pole position with a time of 
8:11.123. 

Verstappen expressed 
great satisfaction with his 
car's performance after 
clocking the sixth-fastest 
time during the second 
knockout stage. He noted 
that advancing through the 
intense qualifying sessions 
against a field of fast cars 
was a massive achieve-
ment. The Dutch superstar 

takes advantage of an F1 
weekend break to fulfill 
this "bucket-list" ambition, 
sharing his Mercedes-AMG 
GT3 with teammates Jun-
cadella, Jules Gounon, and 
Lucas Auer. 

The global racing icon's 
presence has sparked un-
precedented excitement, 
triggering the first complete 
ticket sell-out in the history 
of the event. A massive grid 
of 161 cars across 23 differ-
ent classes is set to com-
pete. The ultimate test of 
stamina begins on Saturday 
afternoon at 15:00 local 
time, as Verstappen’s squad 
sets its sights on victory.

Lucknow wins big despite 
captain’s over-rate fine

Lucknow captain Rishabh Pant was fined ₹12 lakh for a slow 
over-rate during his team's spectacular win over Chennai

LUCKNOW

Lucknow Super Giants captain Rish-
abh Pant has been fined ₹12 lakh 
after his team maintained a slow 
over-rate during their Indian Pre-
mier League match against Chen-
nai Super Kings. The strict disci-
plinary sanction was officially 
announced by the league author-
ities following the conclusion of 
the highly intense clash at the 
Ekana Stadium. 

According to an official state-
ment, the financial penalty was 

imposed under Article 2.22 of the 
IPL Code of Conduct. Because this rep-
resented Lucknow's very first minimum 
over-rate offence of the ongoing tour-
nament, the penalty remained restricted 
to a baseline fine for the skipper rather 
than drawing harsher team suspensions. 

The disciplinary dampener was the 
only negative takeaway for the home 

side on an otherwise spectacular night. 
Riding on an incredible bowling spell 
by Akash Singh, who dismantled the 
top order with a fantastic three-wicket 
haul, Lucknow managed to restrict 
Chennai to a competitive score of 187. 
For Chennai, young batter Kartik Shar-
ma anchored the innings beautifully 
with a career-best score of 71, while 
Shivam Dube provided late accelera-
tion. 

Lucknow’s chase turned into an ab-
solute masterclass as opening batsmen 
Mitchell Marsh and Josh Inglis put to-
gether a massive 135-run partnership. 
Marsh played a scintillating knock, 
smashing a brutal 90 runs off just 38 
balls before an unfortunate run-out cut 
his dream innings short. Following a 
minor middle-order stumble, power-hit-
ter Nicholas Pooran arrived to smash a 
rapid 32 off 17 balls, comfortably seal-
ing a thumping seven-wicket victory 
with 20 balls to spare.

Hard work drives pacer 
Akash Singh's success

LUCKNOW

Lucknow Super Giants’ 
young left-arm pacer Akash 
Singh has opened up about 
his stellar performance, stat-
ing that hard work and abso-
lute self-belief are the main 
secrets behind his match-win-
ning capabilities. The young-
ster made an unforgettable 
impact during Lucknow's 
dominant seven-wicket tri-
umph over Chennai Super 
Kings at the Ekana Stadium. 

Playing his very first match 
of the season, Akash disman-
tled Chennai's powerful top 
order with spectacular bowl-
ing figures of 3-26. He dis-
missed top batsmen Ruturaj 
Gaikwad, Sanju Samson, and 
Urvil Patel early on a chal-
lenging red-soil track. Re-
flecting on his success in a 
post-match interview, Akash 
explained that he actively mo-
t iva tes  h imsel f  dur ing 
high-pressure scenarios, en-

suring he stays mentally pre-
pared to seize any opportunity 
that comes his way. 

The pacer also explained 
his unique, viral "#AkiOn-
Fire" celebration, which in-
volved pulling a handwritten 
note out of his pocket after 
taking each wicket. He re-
vealed the note read, "Akki 
knows how to take wickets in 
T20 cricket," describing it as 
a personal tool for self-moti-
vation and supreme confi-
dence rather than any hidden 

statement. 
Akash's initial bowling 

burst effectively restricted 
Chennai to 187 runs despite a 
fighting half-century from 
Kartik Sharma. Lucknow then 
chased down the target effort-
lessly in just 16.4 overs, cour-
tesy of an aggressive 90-run 
blast from Mitchell Marsh 
and finishing fireworks from 
Nicholas Pooran. Head coach 
Justin Langer highly praised 
Akash after the victory, call-
ing him an exceptionally pro-
fessional player who thor-
oughly deserved his big mo-
ment. 

Left-arm pacer Akash 
Singh credits self-

belief  for his match-
winning 3-26 spell, 

which helped Lucknow 
Super Giants crush 

Chennai Super Kings 
by seven wickets

NEW DELHI

Former Indian all-rounder and 
head coach Ravi Shastri has 
strongly backed young Chennai 
Super Kings pacer Anshul 
Kamboj after his exceptionally 
difficult bowling outing against 
Lucknow Super Giants. Shastri 
firmly believes the twenty-five-
year-old fast bowler will gain 
massive technical maturity 
from his mistakes and return as 
a significantly stronger com-
petitor. 

Kamboj endured a highly 
punishing day on the field as 
opening batsman Mitchell 
Marsh aggressively dismantled 
his bowling, smashing four 
consecutive sixes in a single 
over. The young pacer ulti-
mately finished with highly 
expensive figures, conceding 
sixty-three runs in just 2.4 
overs as Lucknow effortlessly 
chased down the 188-run target 
in 16.4 overs. 

Analyzing the performance, 
Shastri suggested that Kamboj 

should have quickly abandoned 
short-of-a-length deliveries 
once Marsh began attacking. 
He pointed out that power-hit-
ters raised on fast, bouncy Aus-
tralian pitches easily punish 
waist-high short balls. Instead, 
the veteran commentator ad-
vised that the youngster should 
have focused heavily on exe-
cuting precise yorkers aimed 
directly at the base of the 
stumps. 

Despite the painful defeat, 
Shastri urged Chennai to focus 
on the positives, noting that 
scoring 187 runs on a highly 
challenging pitch was a com-
mendable effort. He emphasized 
that once key batsmen Sanju 
Samson and Ruturaj Gaikwad 
regain their peak form, the fran-
chise will look incredibly formi-
dable. With Chennai currently 
slipping to the sixth position, 
the legendary cricketer dis-
missed the setback as a valuable 
learning experience before their 
must-win clash against Sunris-
ers Hyderabad. 

Shastri backs young Anhul 
Kamboj after tough game

Mark Boucher praises Mitchell 
Marsh's blitzing innings

NEW DELHI

Former South African wicket-
k e e p e r - b a t s m a n  M a r k 
Boucher has highly praised 
Aus t ra l i an  a l l - rounder 
Mitchell Marsh, describing 
his recent destructive knock 
against Chennai Super Kings 
as an absolute batting mas-
terclass. Marsh's extraordi-
nary power-hitting helped 
Lucknow Super Giants chase 
down a competitive target of 
188 runs in just 16.4 overs, 
securing an emphatic sev-
en-wicket victory. 

Speaking on an interview, 
Boucher pointed out that the 
hard pitch conditions at the 
Ekana Stadium perfectly 
suited the visiting Australian 
batsmen. He shared that both 
Marsh and opening partner 
Josh Inglis felt the bouncy 
surface heavily resembled 
their familiar home ground 
in Perth.  According to 
Boucher, Marsh skillfully 
used the heavy pace and true 
bounce of the pitch to play 
cross-batted shots square of 
the wicket, completely out-

smarting Chennai's short-
pitched bowling strategy. 

The legendary wicketkeep-
er suggested that Lucknow 
should continue preparing 
fast, bouncy home tracks for 
future matches. He noted 
that their squad, featuring 
overseas stars like Mitchell 
Marsh, Josh Inglis, and Aid-
en Markram,  natural ly 
thrives under these specific 
conditions.

He added that Lucknow 
also possesses an excellent 
pace battery capable of ex-
tracting maximum help from 
such hard tracks. 

Marsh’s rapid ninety off 
thirty-eight balls, combined 
with a record 135-run open-
ing stand with Inglis, com-
pletely dismantled Chennai's 
bowling line-up. Despite 
strong fighting knocks from 
Chennai's Kartik Sharma and 
Shivam Dube, Marsh's ex-
plosive onslaught comfort-
ably dragged the game away 
from the defending champi-
ons, severely denting their 
immediate playoff qualifica-
tion hopes for the season.

Rajasthan Royals look to 
maximize powerplay overs

NEW DELHI

A rejuvenated Rajasthan Roy-
als (RR) will lock horns with 
Delhi Capitals (DC) in a high-
stakes, must-win Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 2026 clash 
at the Arun Jaitley Stadium. 
Rajasthan, who recently 
slipped to the fifth spot after a 
string of defeats, are desperate 
to arrest their second-half 
slump and solidify their play-
off ambitions.

The Riyan Parag-led Rajas-
than squad will lean heavily on 
their explosive teenage open-
ing  ba t sman ,  Va ibhav 
Sooryavanshi, to maximize the 
powerplay overs. Sooryavan-
shi has enjoyed an exceptional 
tournament so far, amassing 
440 runs at a staggering strike 
rate of 237. His primary chal-
lenge will be surviving a fierce 
opening spell against Delhi’s 
pace spearhead Mitchell Starc, 
who previously dismantled 
Rajasthan's top order in their 
reverse fixture. Concurrently, 
opening partner Yashasvi 
Jaiswal will look to rediscover 
his missing form after a string 
of low scores against short-

pitched bowling.
Delhi Capitals find them-

selves in an equally desperate 
situation under the leadership 
of captain Axar Patel. Carrying 
the worst net run rate among 
the top contenders, a defeat 
will officially end Delhi's cam-
paign. The home side's batting 
hopes rest squarely on the 
shoulders of veteran batsman 
KL Rahul, who boasts an in-
credible career average of 51.6 
against Rajasthan. Rahul is set 
for an intense individual battle 
against England speedster Jof-
ra Archer, who has dismissed 
him three times in past T20 
encounters.

While Delhi boasts reliable 
finishers in David Miller and 
Ashutosh Sharma, their top-or-
der inconsistency has haunted 
them throughout their dismal 
home run, which includes five 
successive defeats in New 
Delhi. For Rajasthan, pow-
er-hitter Donovan Ferreira re-
mains their go-to weapon in 
the death overs, though they 
urgently need their middle or-
der comprising Parag and 
Shimron Hetmyer to fire col-
lectively. 

NEW DELHI

Indian cricket icon Virat 
Kohli has praised the Wom-
en’s Premier League (WPL), 
stating that the tournament 
has completely transformed 
women’s cricket in India. 
Kohli highlighted how the 
league fast-tracks young tal-
ent by exposing them to 
high-pressure situations 
against the world's best 
players.

Kohli expressed amaze-
ment at the massive crowd 
turnouts in cities like Banga-
lore, Baroda, and Navi Mum-
bai.  According to him, 
packed stadiums prove that 
fans are no longer watching 
just out of curiosity, but be-
cause they genuinely love the 
high quality of the game. He 
noted that the overall stan-
dard of cricket has reached a 
whole new level.

The veteran batter specifi-
cally lauded young power-hit-
ters like Shafali Verma and 

Richa Ghosh. Recalling the 
T20 World Cup in Australia, 
Kohli  mentioned being 
stunned by Shafali’s effortless 
ability to hit big sixes into the 
stands. He also compared Ri-
cha to top-tier global finish-
ers, praising her incredible 
confidence and explosive 
skills.

Before the WPL, Indian 
players had to wait for 
months between international 
series to face elite overseas 
stars. Now, they share dress-

ing rooms and compete 
against them regularly. Kohli 
explained that this intense en-
vironment brings the best 
players to the surface much 
faster than before.

Thanks to this constant ex-
posure, Kohli concluded that 
cricketers emerging from the 
WPL and IPL are no longer 
raw talents. Instead, they tran-
sition to the international 
stage as complete, "ready 
products" who are fully pre-
pared to handle any pressure.

Virat Kohli praises WPL's 
impact on Cricket

Kohli very proud of Jemimah's special knock
NEW DELHI

Cricket legend Virat Kohli 
has lauded Indian women 
cricket stars Smriti 
Mandhana and Jemi-
mah Rodrigues for 
their match-winning 
performances. Kohli 
compared their icon-
ic innings, crowning 
Rodrigues’ World 
Cup semifinal centu-
ry against Australia 
as the "more special" of the 
two.

Kohli first praised Mandha-
na for leading Royal Chal-

lengers Bengaluru to their 
second WPL title. Despite 
battling a severe flu, Mandha-
na smashed a brilliant 87 off 

41 balls against Del-
hi Capitals to pull 
off a record chase of 
204. Kohli described 
her as a gifted, natu-
ral timer of the ball 
who makes tough 
shots look effortless, 
even under immense 
pressure.

However, Kohli admitted 
that Rodrigues’ unbeaten 127 
against Australia in the World 
Cup semifinal held higher 

emotional value. Chasing a 
massive target of 338 in 
Mumbai, Rodrigues stitched a 
crucial 167-run partnership 
with captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur to script cricket history.

Kohli highlighted Ro-
drigues' incredible mental 
strength and resilience, espe-
cially after a tough tourna-
ment. He noted that she 
looked completely "zoned 
out" in her own world, entire-
l y  u n f a z e d  b y  t h e 
world-champion opposition or 
the pressure of a record chase 
in front of her home crowd 
and parents.

ICC freezes 
Cricket Canada 

funding over 
issues

DUBAI

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has suspended 
all financial funding to Cricket 
Canada for the next six 
months. This sudden penalty 
comes after serious concerns 
arose regarding how the sports 
organization is being managed 
and governed. 

The decision is a massive 
financial blow to the Canadian 
cricket board, which relies 
heavily on outside help. Offi-
cial records show that ICC 
grants previously made up 
nearly 63 percent of Cricket 
Canada's total income, bring-
ing in millions of dollars annu-

ally. Fortunately, 
officials con-
firmed that this 
freeze will not 
stop current 
player training 

or immediate na-
tional team matches. 

While the ICC did not share 
specific details, the move fol-
lows a very messy year for 
Canadian cricket. Investigative 
reports recently exposed deep 
administrative and financial 
issues. Currently, the ICC An-
ti-Corruption Unit is investi-
gating a World Cup match be-
tween Canada and New Zea-
land. Additionally, a leaked 
phone recording alleged that 
former board members illegal-
ly pressured the national coach 
to pick specific players.  Add-
ing to the chaos, the board's 
former CEO was recently fired 
and now faces police charges 
for theft and fraud. In response 
to the crisis, Cricket Canada 
recently elected a new presi-
dent, Arvinder Khosa, along-
side a fresh board of directors. 
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Marathon star 
Sawan Barwal shares 

inspiring journey

Aryaveer Dewan to lead 
India squash contingent

NEW DELHI

Talented player Aryaveer De-
wan is set to lead a powerful 

Indian contingent at the up-
coming Asian Junior Indi-

vidual Squash Champi-
onships. The highly 

anticipated continen-
tal tournament is 
scheduled to take 
place in Panzhi-
hua, China, run-

ning from May 20 to 
May 24. 
Dewan, who brilliantly 

secured the boys’ un-
der-seventeen title during the 
previous edition, has moved 
up to the competitive un-
der-nineteen category this 
season. Entering the high-pro-
file tournament as the third 
seed, he stands at the fore-
front of  a strong thir-
ty-two-member national 
squad. The diverse team fea-
tures promising athletes com-
peting across multiple age 
categories, spanning from 
under-eleven to under-nine-
teen divisions. 

India enjoyed a highly suc-
cessful campaign during the 
last edition of the champion-
ships, returning home with an 
impressive haul of seven 
medals, which included two 
gold, two silver, and three 
bronze. This year, with sever-

al players securing strong 
seeding positions, the contin-
gent is highly optimistic about 
bettering that performance on 
Chinese soil. 

In the boys' group, Shresht 
Iyer holds the second seed in 
the under-fifteen division, 
while Abhyuday Arora and 
Amarya Bajaj carry hopes in 
the under-thirteen section. 
The girls' squad looks equally 
formidable, with the talented 
Divyanshi Jain entering the 
under-thirteen draw as the 
second seed. Alongside them, 
promising players like Aadya 
Budhia and Anika Dubey are 
well-placed to challenge for 
top honors. Guided by a ded-
icated group of coaches and 
officials, this blend of experi-
enced juniors and rising talent 
aims to make a memorable 
impact at Asia's premier youth 
squash event.

Joshna and Velavan 
shine in squash 
championships

CHENNAI
Velavan Senthilkumar 
and Joshna Chinappa 

emerged as the biggest 
winners at the 3rd Na-
tional Doubles Squash 

Championships in Chen-
nai. The top-seeded pair 
won the mixed doubles 

title after defeating 
Abhay Singh and Rathi-

ka Seelan in straight 
games. Earlier, Velavan 
partnered with Abhay 

Singh to claim the men’s 
doubles crown for the 
third consecutive year. 

Joshna and Rathika also 
secured the women’s 

doubles title with a 
comfortable victory in 
the final. The tourna-
ment saw dominant 
performances from 
the leading players, 
who impressed with 

strong teamwork, quick 
movement, and attack-
ing play throughout the 

championship at the 
Indian Squash Academy.

Salima Tete confident 
ahead of Australia tour
NEW DELHI

Indian women’s hockey team 
captain Salima Tete has de-
clared that her squad is physi-
cally and mentally well-pre-
pared to handle high-stakes 
pressure ahead of their upcom-
ing tour of Australia. The na-
tional team is currently under-
going an intensive, rigorous 
training camp at the Sports Au-
thority of India centre in Benga-
luru to fine-tune their tactical 
skills. 

Speaking about the demand-
ing tour, Tete emphasized that 
the powerful Australian team 
represents a formidable oppo-
nent, which will guarantee high-
ly competitive matches. The 
skipper explained that the in-
tense series serves as a critical 
stepping stone to build momen-
tum for massive upcoming 
global tournaments, including 
the FIH Nations Cup, the World 
Cup, and the highly anticipated 
Asian Games. 

Fitness has emerged as the 
absolute core of India’s prepa-
ration. Tete highlighted that ev-
ery individual, including young 
junior players, is working in-
credibly hard to elevate physi-
cal standards. She noted that 
superior fitness is essential to 
dismantle top-tier teams on the 
international stage. 

Reflecting on their previous 
competitive exposure in Argen-
tina last April, the captain stated 
that playing against world-class 
teams has drastically helped 
evaluate squad depth. It suc-
cessfully allowed next-genera-
tion talent to integrate smoothly 
into the senior setup. The team 
will officially travel to Australia 
for a four-match series at the 
Perth Hockey Stadium from 
May 21 to June 3. Tete conclud-
ed that despite the external pres-
sure of matching global bench-
marks, the team remains highly 
disciplined and fully committed 
to executing their coach's stra-
tegic blueprints flawlessly.

Hockey India acts after 
misconduct allegations 

surface
Hockey India removed 
support staff member Sud-
hir Golla from the ongo-
ing sub-junior men’s na-
tional camp in Bhopal af-
ter serious allegations of 
sexual misconduct sur-
faced against him. Com-
plaints filed in Jharkhand 
accused him of neglecting 
duties and behaving inap-
propriately with girl train-
ees at the Eklavya Hockey 
Training Centre in Ranchi. 
Authorities immediately 
replaced him with a wom-
an coach. Hockey India 
said player safety remains 
its top priority and prom-
ised a secure environment 
for young athletes. The 
incident is the fourth safe-
guarding controversy in 
Indian hockey within six 
months, raising concerns 
over the federation’s rep-
utation and internal moni-
toring systems nation-
wide.

SATWIK-CHIRAG STORM INTO 
THAILAND OPEN FINAL

BANGKOK

India’s favorite badminton 
duo, Satwik Sai Raj Ranki 
reddy and Chirag Shetty, 
storm first final of the 2026 
season. The world number 
four pair treated fans to a 
thrilling semifinal victory at 
the Thailand Open.

The top-seeded Indians 
faced a fierce challenge from 
Malaysia’s Goh Sze Fei and 
Nur Izzuddin. In a gripping 
match that lasted one hour 
and 22 minutes, Satwik and 
Chirag showed incredible grit 
to win 19-21, 22-20, 21-16. 
With other Indian stars al-
ready out of the tournament, 
the pressure was squarely on 
their shoulders, but they han-
dled it beautifully.

The match started tough. 
Early miscommunications 
cost the Indians the first 
game. However, they bounced 
back dramatically in the sec-
ond. After fighting tooth and 
nail, a breathtaking rally at a 

20-20 tie allowed Satwik to 
seal the game with a brilliant 
shot.

With the momentum shift-
ing in their favor, the Indian 
pair dominated the final 
game. They controlled the 
court with aggressive plays 
and smart defense, leaving the 
Malaysian team with no an-
swers. This victory extends 
Satwik and Chirag's impres-
sive head-to-head record 

against the Malaysians to 8-2.
The duo is now just one 

step away from reclaiming the 
Thailand Open title, which 
they last won in 2024. Stand-
ing in their way during Sun-
day's grand finale will be ei-
ther Indonesia’s Leo Rolly 
Carnando and Daniel Marthin 
or China’s He Ji Ting and Ren 
Xiang Yu. Indian fans will 
certainly be glued to their 
screens.

Shikha Yadav shocked 
by historic Rugby bid

NEW DELHI

Indian women’s rugby team 
captain Shikha Yadav has ex-
pressed her absolute delight 
after becoming the high-
est-paid domestic female 
player at the recent Rugby 
Premier League (RPL) Sea-
son 2 auction. 

The star athlete admitted 
that emerging as the top draft 
pick was an incredibly spe-
cial yet completely unexpect-
ed shock. Representing a 
massive financial milestone 
for women's sports in India, 
the Delhi-based player was 
secured by the Delhi Redz 
franchise for a record-break-
ing sum of Rs 2.4 lakh. 

This upcoming season 
marks a historic evolution 
for the RPL, which has of-
ficially expanded to include 
dedicated women's fran-
chises for the first time. The 
highly anticipated tourna-
ment is scheduled to run 
from June 16 to 28 at the 
iconic Gachibowli Stadium 
in Hyderabad, featuring elite 
global talent playing along-
side emerging Indian youth. 

Yadav, a versatile 27-year-
old athlete who transitioned 
to rugby after playing athlet-
ics, volleyball, and throwball, 
believes this corporate back-
ing will permanently revolu-
tionize the local sports eco-
system. She highlighted that 
playing shoulder-to-shoulder 
with international Olympians 
will provide invaluable expo-
sure, mirroring the progress 
that recently helped the na-
tional team qualify for 
the Asian Games. 

Corporate power-

houses like GMR Sports and 
Rugby India are driving this 
infrastructure transformation, 
creating professional career 
pathways that did not exist 
previously. With proper fund-
ing, modern training facili-
ties, and increased media 
visibility now secured, Yadav 
remains highly optimistic 
about the future, no t ing 
tha t  Ind ian 
women's rug-
by is finally 
po i sed  t o 
t a k e  t h e 
global stage 
by storm. TEN-MAN NITA FA 

DEFY ODDS IN IWL
KOLKATA

A ten-player Nita FA pro-
duced an incredibly spirited 
performance to secure a thrill-
ing 3-2 victory over SESA 
Football Academy in the Indi-
an Women’s League (IWL) 
2025-26.

The heroic triumph topped 
an action-packed matchday 
that saw multiple dramatic fin-
ishes across the city. Nita FA 
suffered a massive early blow 
when forward Neha received a 
straight red card in the 29th 
minute. Despite the numerical 
disadvantage, skipper Pyari 
Xaxa broke the deadlock be-
fore Sussana Konadu curled in 
a spectacular free-kick. SESA 
fought back fiercely via Mau-
rine Achieng and Arpita Ped-
nekar,  but  a  powerful 
90th-minute header from Cin-
dy Colney sealed the unforget-
table win for Nita.

Meanwhile, newly crowned 

champions East Bengal FC 
continued their absolute dom-
inance with a resounding 5-0 
victory over Garhwal United. 
Striker Soumya Guguloth and 
star signing Fazila Ikwaput 
both netted superb braces, 
while Naorem Devi chipped 
in to complete the blowout 
after a lengthy weather delay.

At the National Centre of 
Excellence, Sribhumi FC and 
Kickstart FC played out an 
entertaining 2-2 draw. Legend 
Bala Devi scored a penalty 
and assisted Veronica Appiah 
to give Sribhumi a comfort-
able cushion. However, Kick-
start launched a spirited sec-
ond-half comeback, equaliz-
ing through Mariyammal 
Balamurugan after Emem 
Essien's initial strike.

Lastly, heavy rain spoiled a 
highly anticipated heavy-
weight clash between Goku-
lam Kerala FC and Sethu 
Madurai.

Aditi Ashok 
misses cut in 

Cincinnati 
championship

CINCINNATI

Talented Indian golfer Aditi 
Ashok suffered an early exit 
at the Kroger Queen City 
Championship, narrowly 
missing the weekend cut after 
a challenging second round.

The Indian sports star card-
ed a 1-over par 71 on the sec-
ond day of the prestigious 
tournament. When com-
bined with her disappoint-
ing 2-over par perfor-
mance during the opening 
round, Aditi finished with 
a two-day total score of 

3-over par. Unfortunately, 
with the tournament's com-
petitive weekend cut-off line 
strictly set at 2-over par, she 
missed out on advancing by 

just a single stroke. It was a 
heartbreaking end for 

the Olympian, who 
struggled to find her 
usual consistency on 
the greens.
Meanwhile, at the 

top of the leaderboard, the 
battle intensified as Ameri-

can golfer Amanda Doherty 
and South Korea's Jin Young 
Ko surged ahead to become 
joint leaders. Both elite play-
ers showcased flawless form, 
carding matching rounds of 
4-under par 66. Their spectac-
ular performance pushed their 
total score to an impressive 
7-under par heading into the 
crucial weekend rounds.

Rain delays Jannik Sinner’s 
historic Rome final

ROME

World number one Jannik 
Sinner stands on the verge of 
tennis history, but heavy rain 
has temporarily halted his Ital-
ian Open semifinal clash 
against Daniil Medvedev.

The top-seeded Italian was 
leading the thrilling match 
6-2, 5-7, 4-2 at the Foro Itali-
co when officials suspended 
play in the last match. Sinner 
completely dominated the 
opening set with his aggres-
sive baseline play before 
Medvedev fought back tena-
ciously to claim the second 
set. However, the 24-year-old 
home favorite quickly re-
gained momentum in the de-
ciding set, breaking serve ear-
ly to command a 4-2 lead just 
before the downpour started.

If Sinner completes the vic-
tory when the match resumes 
today, he will face Casper 
Ruud in Sunday's final. Ruud 

easily cruised into the champi-
onship match by defeating Lu-
ciano Darderi 6-1, 6-1.

A tournament victory on 
home soil would cement Sin-
ner's name in the record books. 
He is aiming to become the 
first Italian man to win Rome's 
prestigious title in 50 years, 
matching Adriano Panatta's 
legendary 1976 triumph. Fur-
thermore, lifting the trophy 
would secure Sinner a career 
"Golden Masters" by winning 
all nine ATP Masters 1000 
events, a milestone previously 
reached only by Novak 
Djokovic.

Sinner is currently enjoying 
an incredible career run, hold-
ing four Grand Slam titles and 
an unprecedented 32-match 
winning streak at the Masters 
1000 level. Passionate local 
fans are now waiting anxious-
ly for the storm to clear, hop-
ing their modern icon can re-
write Italian sporting history.

Michael Carrick nears two-
year Man United contract

LONDON

Manchester United are edging 
closer to appointing former 
midfielder Michael Carrick 
as their permanent head 
coach following positive 
talks over a two-year con-
tract.

Carrick stepped up on an 
interim basis in January after 
Ruben Amorim's departure. 
He quickly turned the turbu-
lent season around, guiding 
the Red Devils back into the 
UEFA Champions League. 
Having secured 10 victories 
in 15 games, Carrick has 

earned immense respect from 
senior figures at Old Trafford. 
His representatives met with 
club officials this week to fi-
nalize a deal that includes a 
further one-year extension 
option. The official announce-
ment could come before Sun-
day's final home match 
against Nottingham Forest.

Meanwhile, across Europe, 
legendary goalkeeper Manu-
el Neuer has signed a one-
year contract extension with 
Bayern Munich. The 40-year-
old captain will remain with 
the German powerhouse until 
June 2027. 

Himachal 
Pradesh athlete 
Sawan Barwal 

shattered India's 
48-year-old national 

marathon record through 
high-altitude training 
and immense family 

sacrifice

NEW DELHI 

Indian long-distance runner 
Sawan Barwal has opened up 
about his incredible transfor-
mation from a small-town boy 
to a national record-breaker. 
Hailing from the serene hills 
of Joginder Nagar in Himach-
al Pradesh, the soft-spoken 
Army athlete recently made 
history by shattering India's 
forty-eight-year-old national 
marathon record. 

In an exclusive interaction, 
Barwal explained that grow-
ing up in high-altitude moun-
tains naturally developed his 
physical endurance and struc-
tural stamina from a very ear-
ly age. However, starting his 
career in a remote region 
came with severe challenges. 
Unlike city athletes, he lacked 
professional training centres, 
advanced recovery systems, 

or nutritional guidance. De-
spite these heavy limitations, 
his unwavering focus and in-
tense training sessions helped 
him secure medals at the Na-
tional level before moving to 
advanced training centres. 

Behind his disciplined rou-
tine lies a moving story of 
immense family sacrifice. 
Barwal fondly recalled how 
his family willingly cut down 
on their own personal needs 
to support his athletic dreams. 
Specifically, his elder brother 
provided crucial financial as-
sistance to buy expensive, 
high-performance training 
and competition shoes when 
Barwal was still unemployed 
and struggling. 

Looking ahead, Barwal is 
highly focused on the upcom-
ing Asian Games, the Asian 
Marathon Championship, and 
the Los Angeles Olympics. 

Having transitioned smoothly 
from shorter track events to 
the grueling forty-two-kilo-
meter marathon format, he 
believes mental re-
silience and rac-
ing experience 
are vital for glob-
al success. He ad-
vised young, up-
coming runners 
to remain ex-
ceptionally 
p a t i e n t 
d u r i n g 
t h e i r 
transition 
to the se-
nior lev-
e l ,  em-
phasizing 
that con-
sistent hard 
work always 
brings fruitful 
results.
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SURIYA SHINES AS 
new film wins hearts
A wave of celebration is 

sweeping through the film 
industry as the latest mov-

ie, Karuppu released as Veer-
abhadrudu in Telugu, is turning out 

to be a massive hit. The movie has 
sparked huge excitement among audi-

ences, creating a lively atmosphere in-
side cinema halls.

Film lovers and industry insiders are 
praising the project, calling it a highly 
deserved victory for the entire creative 
team. Leading star Suriya is receiving 
immense love for his hard work and 

unforgettable acting. 
F a n s 

are pointing out how his incredible charm and 
dedication always bring something extra spe-
cial to the big screen, making this project a 
true visual treat.

The film's joyful reception is a massive win 
for director RJ Balaji and actress Trisha Krish-
nan, who are both getting special recognition 
for their brilliant contributions to the story. 
The energetic crowds and glowing reviews 
have added a major spark to the movie’s the-
atrical run. Joining the celebration, popular 
actor Vijay Deverakonda openly gave his 
backing to Veerabhadrudu and showed strong 
support for Suriya. This warm gesture from a 
fellow star has made the victory even sweeter 
for the cast. As the film continues to draw 
large crowds, sweet congratulatory messages 
are pouring in from all corners of the enter-
tainment world. Fans are wishing the cast 
and crew great success for the rest of the 
theatrical run, hoping the team can finally 
take a relaxing and well-earned break after 
delivering such an incredible cinematic 

experience.

RAM CHARAN 
was always the only 

choice: Buchi Babu Sana
In an emotional revela-

tion, filmmaker Buchi 
Babu Sana shared that his 
upcoming movie Peddi 
was created solely with 
global star Ram Charan in 
mind. The director con-
fessed that the unique 
idea for this highly antic-
ipated project came to 
him long before his suc-
cessful first movie, Uppe-
na, even hit the big 
screens. 

Reflecting on those ear-
ly days, Buchi Babu re-
called a time when the 
team was weighing the 
option of releasing Uppe-
na directly on streaming 
platforms. During a casu-
al chat, his mentor, veter-
an filmmaker Sukumar, 
asked if he had any fresh 
concepts in mind. Buchi 
Babu shared a simple sto-
ryline, which Sukumar 
immediately praised for 
being completely original. 

Inspired, the young di-
rector began developing 
the script while visiting 
the peaceful Dattathreya 
temple in Pithapuram.

Bollywood superstar Aamir Khan has aggressively shut down 
long-standing media rumours suggesting that he secretly 
takes over the director's chair for his movies. Known for 

his deep involvement in filmmaking, the actor clarified his 
stance with extreme candour during a recent industry event.

Speaking at the Screen Academy, the actor expressed im-
mense frustration over the constant media speculation. 

He made it clear that throughout his successful thirty-
eight-year career, he has officially directed only one movie, 
Taare Zameen Par. Dismissing the ghost-directing claims, 

he questioned why he would ever hide his own hard work 
under someone else's name, calling the persistent rumours 

absolute nonsense.
The actor explained that the sheer variety in his filmography 

proves his innocence. He pointed out that iconic 
movies like Lagaan, Rang De Basanti, and 3 Id-

iots all carry completely different creative energies. 
According to him, this variety exists because each 

project was guided by the unique vision of its 
actual director, rather than his own hands.Re-

flecting on his journey, the star admitted he 
learned to choose scripts carefully after 
being called a "one-film wonder" early in 

his career. He emphasized that film-
making is a highly complicated, 

collaborative team effort, giving 
full credit to the brilliant writ-
ers and technicians behind his 
hits. He concluded that he 

simply connects with 
great stories as an ac-
tor, rather than trying 
to control every single 
aspect behind the 
camera.

Drishyam 3 will have 
two different stories

In an exciting update for cin-
ema lovers, the creators of 

the hit Drishyam franchise 
have revealed that the upcom-
ing third installments in Ma-
layalam and Hindi will fea-
ture completely different nar-
ratives. Producers Abhishek 
Pathak and Kumar Mangat 
Pathak explained that this 
unique approach will offer au-
diences two distinct experi-
ences within the same thrill-
ing cinematic universe.

According to director 
Abhishek Pathak, the Malay-
alam version starring Mohan-
lal will focus on an emotional 
family drama, releasing on 
May 21. Meanwhile, the Hin-
di version starring Ajay 
Devgn will shape up as an 
intense drama-thriller, sched-
uled for release on October 2. 

Both scripts were developed 
separately to suit their respec-
tive audiences, though the 
creators reviewed and praised 
each other's work.

A major up- date for the 

Hindi film is the entry of tal-
ented actor Jaideep Ahlawat, 
who joins the cast following 
the departure of Akshaye 
Khanna. Jaideep will play a 
fresh character, and his in-

tense face-off with Ajay 
Devgn’s iconic character, Vi-
jay Salgaonkar, is expected to 
be a massive highlight of the 
movie. Producer Kumar Man-
gat Pathak assured fans that 
the early release of the Mala-
yalam film would not spoil 
the suspense for the Hindi 
audience.

Beyond this franchise, the 
father-son duo is expanding 
their footprints by producing 
six Malayalam movies this 
year. They are also carefully 
developing scripts for Raid 3 
and Shaitaan 2. 

The filmmakers empha-
sized that they avoid rushing 
sequels just to cash in on pop-
ular brand names, ensuring 
every new story genuinely 
respects the audience's high 
expectations.

Drake shatters 
records with 

surprise triple 
album

Canadian rap superstar 
Drake has completely re-

written music history by shat-
tering multiple global stream-
ing records. 

The monumental achieve-
ment followed an unexpected 
triple-album drop, instantly 
igniting massive excitement 
among music fans worldwide. 
The music giant Spotify offi-
cially confirmed that the To-
ronto-born artist has become 
the platform's most-streamed 
musician in a single day for 
the year 2026. 

His highly anticipated al-
bum, Iceman, secured the title 
for the most-streamed album 
in a single day, while its emo-
tional opening track, "Make 
Them Cry," comfortably 
claimed the crown for the 
most-streamed song of the 
year so far.This historic mile-
stone unfolded during Drake's 
live-streamed broadcast, 
where he stunned listeners by 
simultaneously rolling out 
three distinct studio projects 
like Iceman, Maid of Honour, 
and Habibti. 

Together, the massive sur-
prise drop delivered for-
ty- three brand-new 
tracks, representing 
his first major solo 
material since his 
successful 2023 
record.

TARA SUTARIA praises 
strong female co-stars

Bollywood ac-
tress Tara Su-

taria has showered 
immense praise on 
her female co-stars 

from her upcoming 
movie, Toxic: A 
F a i r y t a l e  f o r 
Grown-Ups. Speak-
ing during an inter-
view, the actress ex-
pressed great joy 

about being part of 
this highly anticipated 

action project headlined 
by Kannada superstar Yash.

In the film, Tara portrays a 
charming yet dangerous character 
named Rebecca. Reflecting on her 
professional choices, she ex-

plained that she prefers doing selective, mean-
ingful cinema over rushing into multiple proj-
ects. This precise mindset naturally drew her 
toward Toxic, a film directed by acclaimed 
filmmaker Geetu Mohandas, which features an 
incredible ensemble female cast including Ki-
ara Advani, Nayanthara, Huma Qureshi, and 
Rukmini Vasanth.

Tara warmly described all her female co-
stars as absolutely fascinating, fabulous, and 
fearless. She noted that it is incredibly rare and 
beautiful to see women from different stages of 
life and career come together to celebrate each 
other on a movie set. She thoroughly enjoyed 
watching the collective energy during their 
shared scenes.Furthermore, Tara had wonderful 
words for Yash, calling him an incredible human 
being, and highlighted that working under a female 
director like Geetu created an honest, respectful, 
and comfortable environment for everyone.

GRITTY ‘DC’ TRAILER SPARKS 
ENTHUSIASTIC FAN REACTIONS
The highly anticipated trailer 

f o r  d i r e c t o r  A r u n 
Matheswaran’s upcoming mov-
ie DC was launched grandly at 
the prestigious Cannes Film 
Festival. The film marks the 
exciting acting debut of popu-
lar filmmaker Lokesh Kanaga-
raj in a leading role, starring 
alongside the talented Wamiqa 
Gabbi.

The intense three-minute 
trailer introduces Lokesh as 
Devadas and Wamiqa as Chan-
dra, showcasing a gritty narra-
tive packed with emotional 
trauma, massive bomb blasts, 
gunfights, and heavy blood-
shed. Following its internation-
al release, acclaimed director 
Pa Ranjith took to social media 

to praise the team. Ranjith 
h i g h l y  c o m m e n d e d 
Matheswaran’s unique film-
making style, noting that the 
striking visuals and powerful 

sound design create a strong 
mood. He specifically lauded 
Lokesh’s intense screen pres-
ence and stated that Wamiqa 
did a lovely job.

Scarlett Johansson praises 
Co-Star Adam Driver

Hollywood superstar Scarlett Johansson has 
shared immense praise for her co-star 

Adam Driver as they prepare for the world pre-
miere of their upcoming crime thriller, Paper 
Tiger, at the Cannes Film Festival. This highly 
anticipated film marks a major on-screen re-
union for the duo, arriving seven years after 

their acclaimed, award-winning perfor-
mances in the 2019 divorce drama Mar-
riage Story. 

Directed by James Gray, Paper Ti-
ger follows a seemingly stable family 
in late-1980s New York whose lives 
are completely disrupted when Irwin 
Pearl’s brother, played by Driver, ar-
rives and drags them into a dangerous 
conflict involving the Russian mafia. 

According to reports, Johansson ex-
pressed deep admiration for Driv-

er, calling him an extraordinary 
actor and a wonderful person, 
while playfully adding that 
she would happily make every 
movie with him. 
The actress portrays Hester 

Pearl, the wife of Irwin, who is 
played by Miles Teller. Reflecting on 

the filming process, Johansson also high-
lighted her warm off-screen connection 
with Teller. She recalled a sweet gesture 
where Teller playfully checked in on her 
character by sending photos of her empty 
makeup station while she was briefly away 
on promotional duties for Jurassic. 

Looking back at her intense history of 
working with Driver, Johansson recalled 
the sheer emotional exhaustion of shooting 
their iconic, aggressive argument scenes for 
Marriage Story. She credited Driver's im-
mense acting strength for keeping her 
grounded during those challenging days, 
emphasizing how vital strong co-stars are 
to her creative process.

firmly 
denies 
ghost 
directing 
rumours

AAMIR 
KHAN
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