CITYSHILIGHTS

The Truth Speaks

1|B|C

Australia Bharat Innovates Ashok Sharma
W=RLD NEWS flags powerful 2026 Attracts Replaces
(1 ll a0 ElNino Major DeepTech Injured Yudhvir
/ formation | Investment Interest inindiaA
Certified English Daily

@WWW ibcworldnews.com

NICE, FRANCE 14 - 18 .ll.l‘NB. 2026

Donald Trump criticises Israel’s
Lebanon policy, backs Syriarole

Trump says Israel should let Syria tackle Hezbollah to reduce casualties

EVIAN

US President Donald Trump on
Tuesday voiced sharp criticism
of Israel’s handling of its con-
flict with Hezbollah in Leba-
non, suggesting that Syria
could play a more effective role
in countering the Iran-backed
militant group.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the G7 Summit in Evian,

Trump said Syria could be
more effective in dealing with
the group.

He also underlined his long-
standing support for Israel, de-
claring that “without me there
would be no Israel” because
previous US presidents had
been unwilling to take the
steps he had taken in support
of the country.
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Kharge demands
Pradhan'’s resignation
over exam irregularities

NEW DELHI

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Tuesday inten-
sified his attack on the BJP-
led Centre, alleging that the
government had failed its
“first test of accountability”
by refusing to seek the resig-
nation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han over recurring examina-
tion irregularities and paper
leak controversies.

Reacting to the temporary
restriction imposed on

m Issue: Exam irregular-
ities and paper leaks

m Congress Demand:
Resignation of
Dharmendra Pradhan

m Focus Exams: NEET,
SSC, UGC-NET, CUET

= NEET Re-test Date:
June 21, 2026

m Congress Campaign:
Student outreach from
June 17

Trump praised Syrian President Trump-Netanyahu the Telegram messag- The Congress plans to
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if Israel was unable to achieve
its objectives without signifi-
cant loss of life.

scribed
Sharaa as

doing an “amazing job” and

approach in Lebanon.

dissatisfaction with Israel’s

handshake followed by a brief conversation. The
brief interaction between the two leaders took place
as the world leaders gathered for the event hosted

ures in the education sector.
In a post on social media,
the Congress chief claimed

tive examinations have
undermined students’ trust
in the recruitment and
admission process. Rahul
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that despite concerns sur-

Karnataka HC dismisses PIL
against Shivakumar cabinet

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) chal-
lenging the constitutionality of
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar’s newly constituted Coun-
cil of Ministers, holding that
the petition was based on a
misreading of the Constitution
and amounted to a waste of ju-
dicial time.

A division bench comprising
Chief Justice Vibhu Bakhru
and Justice K.S. Hemalekha
dismissed the plea filed by
Hubballi resident Mangalappa
Hullikeri and directed him to
deposit 350,000 with the Kar-
nataka State Legal Services
Authority within two weeks.

The petitioner had argued
that since the Karnataka As-

constitutional provision as
mandating a minimum of 12%
of the House strength. Howev-
er, the court clarified that the
Constitution specifies a mini-
mum of 12 ministers and a
maximum of 15% of the As-
sembly's strength.

The bench observed that the
petition was founded on an
“erroneous ground” and reject-
ed a request to withdraw it,
stating that it appeared to have
been filed merely for publicity.

m Cabinet strength:
14 ministers (including
CM and Deputy CM)

m Assembly strength:
224 members

m Constitutional

minimum: 12 ministers

= Maximum allowed:
15% of Assembly
strength (33 ministers)

= Fine imposed: 350,000

Doctors are visible gods,
uphold public trust: DKS

BENGALURU

Calling doctors “visible
gods,” Karnataka Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar urged
graduating medical students
to uphold the faith and trust
people place in the medical
profession and dedicate them-
selves to serving society, es-
pecially in rural areas.

Addressing the 28th Annual
Convocation of Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences
(RGUHS) at the GKVK cam-
pus on Tuesday, Shivakumar
said doctors play a critical
role in shaping a healthier so-
ciety and must ensure health-
care reaches every corner of
the state.

“People approach doctors
with immense trust
even in their most
difficult times. It is
your responsibility

ao

CM’s Message to

Young Doctors

Serve rural communities
alongside urban centres

Uphold ethics and public trust
Set clear goals and ideals in life

Embrace innovation in healthcare

Contribute to a drug-free
Karnataka and India

Become role models through
service and commitment

expertise and com-
mitment.
Emphasising the

rounding examinations such
as NEET, SSC, UGC-NET
and CUET, the government
had failed to ensure account-
ability.

Kharge further claimed that
several students had suffered
severe mental distress due to
examination-related irregular-
ities and accused Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi of re-
maining silent on the issue.
He also referred to recent
controversies involving
CBSE evaluation and allega-
tions surrounding UPSC ex-

and mobilise support
among young voters ahead
of future elections.

aminations, arguing that pub-
lic confidence in competitive
exams was being eroded. The
Congress has consistently de-
manded Pradhan’s resignation
over alleged lapses in con-
ducting examinations and pre-
venting paper leaks. The party
is also set to launch a nation-
wide campaign on student is-
sues, with senior leader Rahul
Gandhi scheduled to address
student conventions begin-
ning in Kota on June 17.

Kakoli's remarks at panel
meeting deepen rift W1th1n TMC

NEW DELHI

The internal feud within the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
escalated on Tuesday after
rebel MP Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar criticised the West
Bengal government over
child marriage and child

"Child marriage is very prevalent
in West Bengal, and adequate
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Lakshman on Tuesday de-
fended the proposed Bidadi
Township Project and ac-
cused BJP and JD(S) lead-
ers of spreading misinfor-
mation to derail a major
infrastructure initiative
aimed at easing Bengaluru’s
growing population and
traffic burden.

Addressing a press con-

conceived during the JD(S)-
BJP coalition government
headed by H.D. Kumaras-
wamy in 2006.

He noted that the state
government had reissued a
notification on May 27,
2026, for the acquisition of
7,481 acres in Bidadi to de-
velop an integrated industri-
al and residential corridor.

DEAL

scope for corruption in the
project and challenged Op-
position leaders to produce
evidence.

He maintained that the
government would only ac-
quire land, provide compen-
sation and create infrastruc-
ture, while industries would
establish facilities through a
transparent process.

nataka’s leadership

in medical education,

noting that the state produces
nearly 13,940 doctors annual-
ly and has 72 medical col-
leges, the highest in the coun-
try. He said Karnataka’s
healthcare professionals are
serving with distinction
across the globe and have
earned recognition for their

ucation Minister

Sharan Prakash Patil

for bringing discipline and ef-
ficiency to the department.

Describing RGUHS as one

of India’s largest health sci-

ences universities, Shivaku-

mar said it has played a pivot-

al role in producing skilled

healthcare professionals over

the past three decades.

issues related to crimes
against children.

Speaking to reporters lat-
er, she alleged that child
marriage remains wide-
spread in West Bengal and
claimed that the previous
state government had failed
to take adequate measures
to curb the practice. The

sought information on ac-
tion against those involved
in child abuse, trafficking
and child marriage.

Her remarks triggered a
sharp reaction from senior
TMC leader Saugata Roy,
who suggested that the par-
ty could move a privilege
notice against her.

Qinghai: 1 killed, 4 injured in 6.3- magmtude quake

BEIJING

sure. Emergency teams were de-

At least one person was killed and
four others injured after a power-
ful 6.3-magnitude earthquake
struck northwestern China’s Qin-
ghai province on Tuesday,
prompting rescue operations and

emergency response measurces.

According to the China Earth-
quake Networks Center, the quake
hit a high-altitude area in Haixi
Prefecture at 5:06 pm local time.
The tremor occurred at a depth of
10 km and was followed by sev-
eral aftershocks, including one

measuring 4.9 in magnitude.

State media reports said author-
ities swiftly evacuated workers
from coal mines located near the
epicentre as a precautionary mea-

have been trapped.

collapses.

be recorded.

ployed to assess casualties, in-
spect damaged infrastructure and
search for any people who may

China’s earthquake administra-
tion activated its emergency re-
sponse mechanism immediately
after the quake. Officials are con-
tinuing to evaluate the extent of
property damage and monitor the
possibility of secondary disasters
such as landslides or structural

The affected region is sparsely
populated but lies in a seismically
active zone that has experienced
several earthquakes in recent
years. Rescue personnel remain
on alert as aftershocks continue to

Authorities have mobilised rescue teams to the
affected area to search for trapped individuals

and assess damage to infrastructure. All work-

ers in nearby coal mines were safely evacuated
following the quake. Officials are also monitor-
ing aftershocks and potential secondary haz-
ards while conducting a detailed assessment of
losses. Emergency services remain on high alert
as relief operations continue across the region.

ISI-backed terror network busted in
seven operatives arrested

Delhi-NCR,

NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Tuesday dis-
mantled a Pakistan-backed
terror-crime syndicate alleged-
ly involved in smuggling arms
and narcotics into India and
planning attacks in the Del-
hi-NCR region. Seven opera-
tives linked to the network
were arrested during a major
operation by the Special Cell.

According to police, the
module was being run by Pa-
kistan-based gang-
ster-turned-terrorists Shahzad
Bhatti and Ajmal Gujjar, who
are suspected to be operating
under the patronage of Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services Intelli-

gence (ISI) The syndrcate al-

legedly procured illegal weap-
ons and drugs smuggled into
India through drone drops
along the Punjab border and
distributed them across Del-
hi-NCR.

Police said all seven have
criminal backgrounds, with
cases ranging from murder and
robbery to violations of the
Arms Act and NDPS Act.

Investigators recovered five
sophisticated semi-automatic
pistols, 41 live cartridges,
seven mobile phones contain-
ing alleged chats and voice
notes with Pakistan-based
handlers, and an SUV. Au-
thorities also seized details of
bank accounts suspected to
have been used for laundering
proceeds from illegal arms
and narcotics sales.
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Teacher dies after
falling from Rapido
bikein Bengaluru

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A 54-year-old school
teacher died after acci-
dentally falling froma
Rapido bike-taxi while re-
turning home in Bengalu-
ru’s JP Nagar area, police
said on Tuesday. The vic-
tim, S. Radha, a teacher
at Delhi Public School
(South) and a resident of
Arakere, had visited
friends and relatives in
Nagarabhavi and booked
a Rapido ride to return
home. The bike was being
ridden by a woman cap-
tain. According to police,
the accident occurred
near Nandini Junction on
24th Main Road when
Radha, who was seated
side-saddle with both
legs on one side, lost bal-
ance and fell from the
moving two-wheeler. The
rider also fell during the
incident. Both women
were wearing half-hel-
mets. Radha suffered se-
vere injuries to her fore-
head and nose, leading to
internal bleeding. She
was rushed to a nearby
private hospital but suc-
cumbed to her injuries.
Police have registered a
case and are investigating
the incident.

Elderly man duped of
gold ring by stranger
offering lift

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A 78-year-old man lost
a gold ring worth over
50,000 after being
tricked by a stranger
who offered him a lift
during a rainy evening in
west Bengaluru. Police
said K. Sathyanarayana
Rao was returning home
from an evening walk on
Muddinapalya Main
Road when an unidenti-
fied man on a scooter,
accompanied by a child,
offered to drop him near
Solapuradamma Tem-
ple. After Rao accepted
the lift, the stranger pre-
tended to admire the
design of his gold ring
and asked to examine it
closely. Once Rao hand-
ed over thering, the
man sped away on his
scooter. A case has been
registered and police
are investigating the
incident.

Saint Anthony’s
festival celebrated with
devotionin KR Pura

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The 124th anniversary
celebrations of Saint
Anthony were held with
great religious fervour
and community partici-
pation at St Anthony’s
Church, TC Palya, in KR
Pura. The nine-day fes-
tival featured special
prayers, religious pro-
grammes and devotion-
al hymn singing, draw-
ing large numbers of
devotees. A flow-
er-decked palanquin
carrying the statue of
Saint Anthony was tak-
enin a procession
through the main
streets of the locality.
Devotees from KR Pura,
Basavanapura, Banas-
wadi and Ramamurthy-
nagar participated in
the celebrations, carry-
ing candles and offering
prayers. Church priest
Father C. Francis said
the festival was notable
for attracting devotees
from all communities,
reflecting unity, peace
and harmony. MLA Bai-
rati Basavaraj and BJP
leaders Praveen and
Anthony Swamy at-
tended the event.
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'HC upholds transfer of veterinary
‘university land for public projects

PIL challenged government decision to allot land for judges’ quarters project

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has dismissed a Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) challeng-
ing the state government's
decision to transfer seven
acres of land belonging to the
Karnataka Veterinary, Animal
and Fisheries Sciences Uni-
versity (KVAFSU) in Hebbal
for the construction of judges’
quarters and a super-specialty
hospital.

The PIL was jointly filed by
the Karnataka Veterinary As-
sociation, Bengaluru Veteri-
nary College Alumni Associ-
ation and two other organisa-
tions, questioning a govern-
ment order issued on January
8, 2026. The order directed
the transfer of four acres of
land adjacent to Nyayagrama
for residential quarters for
High Court judges and anoth-
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er three acres for a super-spe-
cialty hospital.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice D.K. Singh and
Justice T.M. Nadaf upheld the
government's decision, ob-
serving that the transfer of
land was a policy matter and
did not warrant judicial inter-
ference.

“The transfer of 4+3 acres,
totalling seven acres, is a pol-

icy decision for construction
of residences for High Court
judges and a super-specialty
hospital for the general pub-
lic,” the bench noted. The
court reiterated that policy
decisions are generally be-
yond judicial review unless
they are arbitrary, procedural-
ly flawed or contrary to law.
The petitioners had argued
that the transfer would ad-

versely affect the veterinary
college’s teaching, research
and extension activities. They
also expressed concerns that
the reduction in land could
impact the institution’s recog-
nition by the Veterinary
Council of India and affect
future accreditation assess-
ments.

However, after examining
relevant regulations and re-
cords, the court found that a
veterinary college is required
to maintain around 150 acres
of land. KVAFSU currently
possesses approximately 278
acres, and even after the
transfer of seven acres, the
university would continue to
have significantly more land
than the prescribed minimum.

“The transfer of seven acres
out of about 278 acres will
not, in any manner, affect the
minimum land requirements

under the regulations,” the
bench observed.

The court also emphasised
the importance of providing
official accommodation to
judges, describing it as an es-
sential component of judicial
independence.

It noted that only 19 official
residences are currently avail-
able for High Court judges
against the sanctioned
strength of 62, forcing many
judges to stay in rented ac-
commodation.

Regarding the proposed
hospital, the bench held that
the project would serve a larg-
er public purpose by enhanc-
ing access to advanced health-
care services. Concluding that
both projects were in the
broader public interest, the
High Court dismissed the pe-
tition and upheld the land
transfer.
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Jarkiholi urges
caution on
Bidadi township
project
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Public Works Minister Satish
Jarkiholi has expressed reserva-
tions about the proposed Bidadi
Township project, stating that
the government should ensure
it is not burdened by any large-
scale development scheme.

Speaking to reporters in Ben-
galuru on Tuesday, Jarkiholi
said the project would be dis-
cussed in the Cabinet meeting
scheduled for Saturday. While
not opposing the proposal out-
right, he stressed the need for
careful consideration of its fi-
nancial and political implica-
tions. “The construction of the
township should not become a
burden on the government. The
government should not suffer
because of any scheme. Such
issues must be examined thor-
oughly,” he said.

Jarkiholi noted that the mat-
ter also has political signifi-
cance and should be discussed
in the broader interests of both
the govt and the ruling party.

Al, startups and talent to drive
Bengaluru’s next growth phase: Expats

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Expatriates living and work-
ing in Bengaluru believe the
city is well-positioned to
emerge as one of the world’s
leading technology and busi-
ness centres over the next de-
cade, powered by artificial
intelligence, innovation, en-
trepreneurship and a skilled
workforce.

Speaking at the Expat Busi-
ness Council’s (EBC) June
networking event, business
leaders and professionals
from different countries high-
lighted Bengaluru’s economic
strength, cosmopolitan culture
and startup ecosystem as key
factors driving its future
growth.

Chandra Arya, CEO of
Acleo Strategies Inc and for-
mer Member of Parliament in
Canada, described Bengaluru
as a city whose economic and
demographic scale rivals that
of many countries.

“Bengaluru is not just a
city. Its GDP and population

Being an international
city with a thriving
startup ecosystem and
cross-cultural
exchanges, Bengaluru is
poised for further
growth, expatriates say.

are equal to or better than
those of many nations,” Arya
said. He noted that opportuni-
ties exist across a wide range
of sectors, including semicon-
ductor design, printed circuit
board manufacturing, space
technology and advanced en-
gineering.

Arya also pointed to the
city’s rapid geographic expan-
sion beyond the traditional
central business district. Areas
such as Dobbaspet, Devana-
halli, Hoskote, Chikka-
ballapur, Peenya, Nagasandra
and Whitefield are emerging
as important business and in-
dustrial hubs. “Hopefully, this
expansion will happen in a
sustainable and green man-
ner,” he added.

EBC President Anna Kuhnt
said Bengaluru’s appeal lies
in its international outlook
and ability to foster innova-
tion through collaboration.
While Al is expected to influ-
ence almost every industry,
she stressed that human skills
and networking would remain
vital.

“Blue-collar jobs and tradi-
tional skills such as handi-
crafts cannot easily be re-
placed by Al. Human connec-
tions and networking will
become even more important
in the future,” she said.

However, participants also
highlighted infrastructure
challenges. Franco Bellillo,
Chief Operating Officer of
SUN Mobility, warned that
traffic congestion and inade-
quate infrastructure could
slow Bengaluru’s growth if
not addressed.

“Bengaluru will remain a
major technology hub, but in-
frastructure and mobility are
becoming concerns. Some
companies may look to ex-

pand in cities such as Hyder-
abad that are investing heavi-
ly in infrastructure,” he ob-
served.

Arya echoed similar con-
cerns, noting that while Metro
connectivity is improving,
last-mile transport remains a
challenge.

Impressed by
India’s problem-
solving spirit

Heike Wolter, co-au-
thor of What the West
Should Learn From
India, said one of the
qualities she admires
most about India is its
culture of finding prac-
tical solutions. “People
here embrace difficult
situations and always
find a workaround. That
spirit of resilience and
adaptability is remark-
able,” she said.

Dug-up SH-9 leaves Yelahanka
commuters frustrated

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A crucial stretch of State
Highway-9 in Yelahanka has
turned into a major source of
inconvenience for thousands
of commuters, with residents
demanding answers over pro-
longed roadworks, worsening
traffic congestion and deteri-
orating road conditions.

The nearly 5-km stretch
between the NES office and
Nagenahalli Gate is riddled
with dug-up sections, loose
gravel, potholes and con-
struction debris, making dai-
ly travel difficult and unsafe.
Residents say the situation
has steadily worsened, with
little information on which
agency is carrying out the
work or when the road will
be restored.

The disruption begins near
the Yelahanka police station
junction, where a flyover
project has been under con-
struction since 2022. While
road-widening work is under
way on one side, excavation
for drainage and water pipe-
lines on the opposite car-

riageway has further com-
pounded traffic woes.

Commuters report severe
congestion during peak
hours, particularly near Put-
tenahalli Lake and Anantapu-
ra Gate. Office-goers travel-
ling towards Doddaballapur
Road often spend an addi-
tional 15 minutes navigating
bottlenecks caused by nar-
rowed carriageways and un-
even road surfaces.

Residents also expressed
concern over safety risks.
Priyanka Shetty, who lives
along the corridor, said the
road has been repeatedly dug
up and patched without prop-
er restoration.

“As long-time residents,
we have seen this road being
dug up several times, but this
project seems never-ending.
There is no clarity about
which agency is responsible,
and potholes have become
dangerous, especially for
two-wheeler riders,” she
said.

The lack of coordination
among agencies has added to
public confusion.

VTU shifts Saturday classes online
to support fuel conservation

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Visvesvaraya Technological
University (VTU) has decided
to conduct Saturday classes
online across all engineering
colleges affiliated to the uni-
versity as part of a fuel con-
servation and resource-saving
initiative.

The decision, which takes
effect immediately, will apply
to the second, fourth and fifth
Saturdays of every month,
when classes are normally
held. The first and third Satur-
days will continue to remain
holidays as per the existing
academic calendar.

VTU Vice-Chancellor S.
Vidyashankar said the move
was aimed at reducing fuel
consumption, easing traffic
congestion and contributing
to national efforts towards
efficient use of natural re-
sources.

“University Grants Com-
mission guidelines permit

blended learning in a 60:40
ratio, with 60 per cent offline
and 40 per cent online classes.
We are shifting only a few
Saturday sessions online,
which remains well within
those norms,” he said.

According to the university,
the proposal was discussed
and unanimously approved at
a recent Executive Committee
meeting.

The new system will cover
all 220 engineering colleges
under VTU’s jurisdiction,
benefiting nearly three lakh
students across Karnataka.

The Vice-Chancellor noted
that lakhs of students com-
mute to colleges every week
and that conducting classes
online on selected Saturdays
would significantly reduce
travel.

“Students will avoid com-
muting to campus, leading to
fuel savings, reduced traffic
and lower air pollution,” he
said.

Government audits Gruha Jyothi
scheme, targets ineligible beneficiaries

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

After initiating a clean-up
of the Gruha Lakshmi
scheme, the Karnataka gov-
ernment has turned its atten-
tion to the Gruha Jyothi
programme, which provides
up to 200 units of free elec-
tricity every month, amid
concerns over misuse and
ineligible beneficiaries.

A six-month audit con-
ducted by the State Guaran-
tee Schemes Implementa-
tion Authority has reported-
ly found that more than 10
lakh beneficiaries availing
the scheme are not regis-
tered voters in Karnataka.
The review has also identi-
fied cases where individuals
have been claiming benefits
through multiple Revenue

Register (RR) numbers, vi-
olating eligibility norms.

The government has now
decided to strictly enforce
the scheme’s guidelines, un-
der which only Karnataka
voters are eligible and each
beneficiary can avail the
benefit for only one domes-
tic RR number.

Currently, nearly 1.7 crore
consumers receive free elec-
tricity under the Gruha Jyo-
thi scheme through the
state’s five electricity supply
companies (ESCOMs). The

government spends approx-
imately X800 crore every
month to fund the subsidy.

Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar said the welfare
programme is intended ex-
clusively for Karnataka res-
idents who are registered
voters in the state.

“These schemes are not
meant for outsiders. We will
ensure that the benefits are
enjoyed only by voters in
Karnataka. Why should we
extend these benefits to
those who do not vote
here?” he said.

Guarantee Implementa-
tion Authority Vice-Chair-
person Dinesh Gooligowda
said the audit had uncovered
several irregularities. Ac-
cording to him, many urban
households possess separate

RR numbers for domestic
electricity use and water
pumping systems or bore-
wells. While the scheme
covers only domestic con-
sumption, some beneficia-
ries have allegedly claimed
free power for both connec-
tions. Authorities have also
found instances where sub-
sidised electricity supplied
under the scheme was being
used for commercial activi-
ties operating from residen-
tial premises.

To address these issues,
the government is consider-
ing introducing a Know
Your Customer (KYC) ver-
ification process to confirm
voter registration status and
ensure that RR numbers are
linked only to eligible resi-
dential units.

Traffic duty gives Bengalureans a firsthand lesson in road chaos

CH NEWS,BENGALURU

A few hours spent managing
traffic at Bengaluru’s bustling
junctions has been enough to
give many residents a deeper
appreciation of the challenges
faced by traffic police person-
nel every day.

The Bengaluru Traffic Po-
lice’s (BTP) initiative, ‘Be a
Traffic Cop for a Day’,
launched in October 2025,
has attracted significant pub-
lic participation, with 1,864
volunteers signing up so far.
The programme allows citi-

zens to experience traffic
management firsthand and
understand the complexities
of regulating traffic in one of
India’s busiest cities.

Officials said the initiative
was introduced to bridge the
gap between citizens and traf-
fic personnel while encourag-
ing greater road discipline and
cooperation.

Most participants have been
students and working profes-
sionals aged between 18 and
50 years.

After attending a two-hour
orientation on safety proce-

dures and operational chal-
lenges, volunteers were de-
ployed at major junctions,
including Haralur, Wilson
Garden, Banashankari and
Jayanagar.

Many reported witnessing
between 20 and 30 traffic vi-
olations during a single shift,
ranging from riding without
helmets and using mobile
phones while driving to reck-
less honking and ignoring po-
lice instructions.

Anoop A. Shetty, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic-West), said the re-

sponse had been encouraging.
“Many volunteers chose busy
locations such as Chalukya
Circle and City Grounds. It
was heartening to see young
people participate and gain a
better understanding of the
traffic system. Several also
offered practical suggestions
for improving traffic manage-
ment,” he said.

For many participants, the
experience proved eye-open-
ing.

Syed Ghouse Peeran, a
40-year-old software profes-
sional, joined the programme

to take a break from routine
work and understand on-
ground realities. He said man-
ually regulating traffic was far
more challenging than he had
imagined.

“Vehicles approach from all
directions, and if the person
managing traffic gets distract-
ed even briefly, congestion
builds up almost instantly,” he
said.

Similarly, 23-year-old doc-
tor Surya Kiran volunteered at
the Banashankari junction
during evening peak hours.
He observed that pedestrians

often contributed significantly
to traffic disruptions.

“Many people ignore sig-
nals and zebra crossings.
Even when vehicles have a
green signal, pedestrians con-
tinue crossing the road, creat-
ing confusion and increasing
the risk of accidents,” he said.

Traffic police officials hope
the initiative will foster great-
er empathy among road users
and encourage stricter adher-
ence to traffic rules, ultimate-
ly making Bengaluru’s roads
safer and more orderly for
everyone.




HUBBALLI

QUICK READ

Forty yearold
motorcyclist dies
afterlorry crash

CH NEWS, Shiggaon
A 40-year-old motorcycle
rider was killed after a tip-
per lorry collided with his
bike near Chinnikatti vil-
lage in Shiggaon taluk.
The deceased has been
identified as Ramu Meg-
appa Lamani, a resident
of Dundasi Tanda. Ac-
cording to reports, Ramu
was travelling on his mo-
torcycle when a tipper lor-
ry allegedly struck his ve-
hicle. He sustained severe
injuries in the accident
and was rushed for medi-
cal assistance. However,
he succumbed to his inju-
ries before he could recov-
er. Police officials visited
the accident spot, con-
ducted a preliminary in-
spection, and gathered in-
formation from witnesses.

Applications open
for Vidyasiri
Scholarship Scheme

CHNEWS, Haveri
The Backward Classes
Welfare Department has
invited online applications
for the 2026—27 academic
year for post-matric schol-
arships, fee reimburse-
ment for nomadic and
semi-nomadic communi-
ties, and the Vidyasiri food
and accommodation as-
sistance scheme. Eligible
students belonging to
backward classes and
Category-l nomadic and
semi-nomadic communi-
ties studying post-matric
courses must submit their
applications online on or
before August 31, 2026.
The application process is
available through the offi-
cial government portal.
Officials have stated that
complete details regard-
ing eligibility, required doc-
uments, and government
orders are available on the
department’s websites. St
udents can also seek help
through helpline num bers
and email support provid-
ed by the department.

Farmer uses children
to plough field

CHNEWS, Haveri
A distressing incident from
Venkatapur Tanda in
Ranebennur taluk has
drawn attention after a
farmer was seen using his
two children to plough his
field instead of bullocks or
machinery. The farmer,
Shankarappa Lamani,
owns about 3 acres and 16
guntas of land but report-
edly does not have cattle
or access to farm equip-
ment. Due to financial
constraints and rising cul-
tivation costs, he asked his
sons to assist in manually
pulling agricultural imple-
ments in the field. Accord-
ing to villagers, the family
could not afford to hire
bullocks or rent machinery
for weed removal in their
crop. The incident has
sparked concern about
the economic hardships
faced by small and mar-
ginal farmers in the region,
where rising input costs
continue to affect agricul-
tural livelihoods.

HUBBALLI CITY

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

WEDNESDAY » JUNE 17, 2026

Lokayukta raids 14 locations

Lokayukta officials raided 14 locations linked to three government
officers in Davanagere and surrounding districts

DAVANAGERE

Lokayukta officials conducted
simultaneous raids at 14 loca-
tions linked to three govern-
ment officers across Davana-
gere, Hubballi, Chitradurga,
and Belagavi in connection
with allegations of dispropor-
tionate assets.

The early morning operation
targeted residential houses and
offices of the officials, with mu
Itiple teams carrying out coor-
dinated searches and examining
financial records, property doc-
uments, and other materials.

According to officials, the
raids were conducted on
NWKRTC Chief Mechanical

Engmeer Slddeshwar Hebbal
Bayaalu Seeme Development
Authority Secretary Krishna
Nayak, and KRIDL Superin-
tending Engineer Sanna Ken-
chappa. The action was taken
based on allegations that the
officers had amassed assets be-
yond their known sources of
income.

Siddeshwar Hebbal was cov-
ered under searches at four lo-
cations, including his residence
in Anjaneya Layout in Davan-
agere and his office in Hubbal-
li. Krishna Nayak was subject-
ed to raids at five places, in-
cluding his residence in Sid-
daveerappa Layout in Davana-
gere and his office in Chitradu-
rga. Similarly, Sanna Kenchap-
pa’s properties in Davanagere
and Belagavi were among five
locations searched by Lo-
kayukta officials.

A total of 12 Lokayukta
teams were deployed under the
supervision of SP M.S. Kau-
lapure to carry out the opera-
tion. Officials reportedly re-

verifying the extent of assets,

ownership details.

Sources said preliminary in-
vestigation suggests discrepan- :
i associated idols. Religious ac-
and acquired assets, prompting
: itations, floral offerings to the
The seized materials are being :
analyzed to determine the val-
ue and origin of the properties. :

Lokayukta officials stated :
that further action will be taken
after completing valuation and
verification procedures, and
that legal proceedings will
follow if evidence confirms
disproportionate wealth
i delivered a discourse on the sig

cies between declared income

the coordinated crackdown.

accumulation.

O ibcworldnews.com

Adhika Masa Jnana Satra
concludes with devotion

GANGAVATI

of three government officers

: the Adhika Masa Jnana Satra
i was held with religious fervour
¢ at Sri Sharadambe Temple in
¢ Sharada Nagar, Gangavati,. De
i votees gathered in large num-
¢ bers to participate in the spe-
covered documents and are

The concluding ceremony of

cial spiritual programmes orga-

¢ nized as part of the sacred ob-
bank transactions, and property :

servance.

The day began with special
prayers and rituals for the pre-
siding deity and the temple’s

tivities included scriptural rec-

Guru Padukas through Ashtot-
tara Archana, Maha Manga-
larati, traditional offerings, and
continuous devotional singing
by bhajan groups. The progra
mmes created a deeply spiritu-
al atmosphere and marked the
successful conclusion of the
month-long religious initiative.
Teacher Shakuntala Kulkarni

nificance of the Adhika Masa
Jnana Satra and explained its
spiritual relevance. Addressing
the gathering, Narayan Rao Vai
dya, Dharmadarshi of Sri Shan
kara Math, said that special pu-
jas, Ashtottara recitations, and
religious lectures had been
conducted continuously for 33
days in accordance with the
guidance of the revered seers
of Sringeri. He also appreciat-
ed the contribution of various
bhajan groups that actively
supported the programme
throughout the observance.
Prominent devotees and com
munity members, including
Bhimasen Bhat, Mahesh Bhat
Joshi, Raghavendra Alavand-
ikar, Sheshagiri Gadad, Prakash
Alavandi, Sridhar, Balakrishna
Desai, Anil Alavandi, Bhimash
ankar, and Prahlad Diggavi,
were present during the event.
Meanwhile, special religious
ceremonies were also conduct-
ed at Sri Satyanarayana Swamy
Temple in Satyanarayana Pete.

Annadaneshwara Shila Mantapa
inauguration scheduled for July 2

HANUMASAGAR

The newly constructed Shila
Mantapa at Sri Annadanesh-
wara Math in Hanumasagar
will be inaugurated on July 2,
according to Mahantayya
Komari, Taluk General Secre-
tary of the Akhila Bharata
Veerashaiva Lingayat Commu-
nity.

Speaking at a preparatory
meeting held at Halakere Sri
Annadaneshwara Math on
Sunday, Komari said several
major religious and develop-
mental projects will be dedicat-
ed to devotees on the occasion.
The event will include the in-
auguration of the Sri An-
nadaneshwara Shila Mantapa,
the consecration of the Math’s
Gaddige (sacred seat), the Go-
pura Kalasharohana ceremony,
and the opening of newly con-

structed school buildings.

As part of the celebrations, a
grand religious procession will
be organized on July 1. The
sacred Kalasha will be brought
from the residence of donor
Sangayya Vastrad, while the
idol of the presiding deity will
be taken from the house of
Vishwanath Kannur. Accompa-
nied by various bhajan groups
and devotees, the procession
will pass through Sri Karisid-
deshwara Math before reach-
ing Sri Annadaneshwara Math.

The Shila Mantapa will be
formally inaugurated by Sid-
dalingayya Swamiji of Vana-
ballari on July 2. The newly
built school facilities are ex-
pected to be inaugurated by
present and former legislators.
The entire programme will be
conducted under the guidance
and leadership of Muppina

Basavalinga Swamiji of Halak-

ere Annadaneshwara Math.

Several community leaders
and devotees attended the pre- :
paratory meeting, including
Vishwanath Kannur, Sangayya i in Bhandiwad village, Hubballi
Vastrad, Andanayya Sop- !
¢ rowly avoiding a major tragedy.
Shivappa Kampli, Basavaraj :
Bachalapur, Basavaraj Chini-
valar, Srisaila Motagi, Prashant :
Gadad, Sharanappa Bacha-
lapar, Rudragouda Gouddappa- :
i the wind lifted and scattered
li, Nagayya Hiremath, Siddara-
maiah Karakandimath, Ganesh
Pavadashettar, Ramesh Nida- :
i as far as 300 to 400 metres,
Yamanur Madivalar, Sri Patrib-
asaveshwara, and members of :
the Annadaneshwara Youth ‘!
Association. The organizers
have invited devotees from
across the region to participate !
¢ hours, and all 200-plus students

pimath, Prabhudeva Byali,

navar, Chandrashekar Halaku-

gundi, Duragesh Madivalar,

in the celebrations.

Storm destroys school roof,
major damage averted

HUBBALLI

A sudden and intense storm
caused the roof sheets of a gov-
ernment higher primary school

taluk, to be blown away, nar-

The incident occurred within
a span of five to ten minutes
between 4:50 pm and 5:00 pm
when strong winds swept
through the area. The force of

the metal roofing sheets of all
classrooms in the school. The
sheets were reportedly blown

landing on nearby trees and
residential areas, while several
items within the school prem-
ises were damaged.
Fortunately, the incident took
place shortly after school

A sudden stormin
Hubballi blew off school
roof sheets in Bhandiwad
village, causing damage
but no injuries as students
had already left safely.

had already left the campus.
This timing prevented any in-
juries or loss of life, though the
school building and its contents
suffered significant damage.
Headmaster C.I. Kusugal said
that the sudden storm cau sed ex
tensive damage to the roof stru
cture and disrupted school ma-
terials inside the classrooms. He

informed that the matter has bee
n reported to the field education
authorities for further action.
School Development and Mo
nitoring Committee (SDMC)
president Mahantesh Asundi
stated that six classrooms were
partially damaged. He added
that the scattered sheets were
later collected and placed in one
area to prevent further risk.
District Deputy Director of
Public Instruction Umesh Bom-
makkanavar said the damaged
sheets had been installed in
2021-22 and confirmed that the
storm hit after school hours, pre
venting casualties. He further
noted that the affected structure
is an old building and has been
instructed for demolition. He ad
ded that the school also has nine
newly constructed classrooms,
and academic activities will
continue without disruption.

Lokayukta raids unearth
massive illegal sand stockpiles

RANEBENNUR

Lokayukta officials conducted
a major crackdown on illegal
sand mining and storage oper-
ations along the Tungabhadra
river basin, uncovering large
quantities of illegally stored
sand and seizing heavy equip-
ment used in the activity.

The operation was launched
following complaints regarding
rampant illegal sand extraction
and transportation in the river-
bed. Acting on the information,
Lokayukta authorities formed
multiple teams and carried out
simultaneous raids at eight dif-
ferent locations in and around
the region. During the inspec-
tions, officials discovered ap-
proximately 17,779 metric
tonnes of illegally stored sand.

In addition to the sand stock-
piles, authorities seized two
excavators (JCBs) and four
boats allegedly used for ex-
tracting and transporting sand
from the river. Officials stated
that the operation is part of on-
going efforts to curb illegal
mining activities that cause
significant environmental dam-
age and result in revenue loss-
es to the government.

Cases have been registered
at the Ranebennur Rural Police
Station against several individ-

Govt lacks ﬁmds for5 guarantees scheme: Renukacharya

filed with the Election Commis-
sion if officials failed to per-
: Employees of the Bagalkot
¢ Town Development Authority

HONNALI

Former Minister M.P. Renuk-
acharya alleged that the state
government is facing a finan-
cial shortage to continue im-
plementing its five guarantee
schemes. He made these re-
marks while addressing a press
conference in Honnali.
Renukacharya claimed that
the government has failed to ma
nage the schemes effectively,
leading to repeated revisions
and fresh applications for pro-
grammes such as Gruha Laksh-
mi. He criticized the administra
tion, stating that the govern-

uals allegedly involved in the :
illegal trade. Those named in
the complaints include Ningap-
pa Hanumanthappa Honnattep-
panavar, Ganesh Ashok Bakir,
Prajwal Channagoudra, Vinay- !
ak Bakir, Suresh Bakir, Shivu |
Ramannanavar, Huchappa Hon

natti, Vivek Kallammanavar,

Prakash Ramannanavar, Kara |
basappa Kallammanavar, Iran-
na Chakti of Haranagiri, and :
Virupakshappa Korer of Koti- :
hal, among others. Officials
noted that unauthorized sand :
mining in riverbeds can have :
serious environmental conse-
quences, including disruption of
natural water flow, depletion of :
groundwater levels, ri verbank
erosion, and damage to local ec : dents Organisation (AIDSO).
osystems. The authori ties em-
phasized that strict action is bein
g taken to prevent such activiti
: Officer and the Block Educa-

es and protect natural resources.

Investigators are currently :
i that the government halt the
transportation permits, and re- :
lated documents connected to
the seized sand. Officials war
ned that anyone found violating :
mining regulations or storing :
sand without valid authorization !
will face legal action under
applicable laws. Further inves-
tigations into the network
behind the illegal operations are :
¢ alleging that the initiative could

verifying ownership details,

ongoing.

Parents and students in Honnali protested against KPS Magnet
schools demanding withdrawal of the proposed education plan.

Parents, students oppose
KPS Magnet Schools plan

HONNALI

Parents, students, and School
Development and Monitoring
Committee (SDMC) members
staged a protest in Honnali
against the proposed establish-
ment of KPS Magnet Schools
in Arabagatte, Yarechikkana-
halli, and Savalanga villages.
The demonstration was orga-
nized under the leadership of
the All India Democratic Stu-

The protesters marched from
Sangolli Rayanna Circle to the
offices of the Sub-Divisional

tion Officer (BEO), demanding

implementation of the KPS
Magnet School project in the
region. A memorandum outlin-
ing their concerns was also
submitted to local MLA D.G.
Shantanagouda.

Addressing the gathering,
AIDSO District President Poo-
ja Nandihalli criticized the gov-
ernment’s education policy,

lead to the gradual closure of
existing Kannada-medium gov-
ernment schools. She argued
that instead of creating new
magnet schools, authorities
should focus on improving in-
frastructure and facilities in
already functioning govern-
ment schools, which would
benefit a larger number of stu-
dents.

According to protesters, a
meeting involving SDMC
members and head teachers of
schools falling under the pro-
posed KPS network was re-
cently convened under the
leadership of the BEO. Howev-
er, the meeting reportedly end-
ed without a conclusion after
parents opposed the proposed
merger of schools. Demonstra-
tors claimed that officials were

OPS IMPLEMENTATION DEMAND |

crasnamamas g

ment has “gone bankrupt” due
to unplanned implementation of
welfare initiatives.

He further alleged that sche
mes introduced for the benefit
of the poor are being misused
and have instead benefited the
wealthy. According to him,
lack of proper verification and
planning has resulted in ineffi-

ciency and irregularities in the
distribution of welfare benefits.

The former minister also rais
ed concerns over delays in pen
sion disbursement under the
social security system, includ-
ing the Sandhya Suraksha sche
me. He said that citizens from
rural areas are frequently rea
ching out with complaints

about non-receipt of timely
pension benefits.

Renukacharya questioned the
government’s fulfillment of pro
mises, including the implemen-
tation of the Old Pension Sche
me (OPS). He said that despite
three years in power, the assur-
ance remains unfulfill ed and
urged the Chief Minister to take
immediate steps to implement it
for government employees.

He also warned officials to
properly update electoral rolls
by removing the names of de-
ceased persons, duplicate en-
tries, and migrants. He cau-
tioned that complaints would be

form their duties impartially.
On the issue of agriculture,

he alleged that artificial short-
ages of fertilizers have been
created, leading to price hikes
and hardship for farmers. He |
warned of protests in the twin : ber.
taluks if timely supply is not
ensured. The press conference : of the BTDA office in Bagalkot
was attended by several local :
BJP leaders and supporters, in-
cluding Arakere Nagaraj, Dod-
deri Rajanna, Suresh J.K., Nela-
i was assaulted with a slipper by
i an individual identified as Basa
¢ ppa Doddamani, and insisted

honne Manjunath, Ranganath,
S.S. Beerappa, Mahesh Huded,
and M.S. Palakshappa.

continuing efforts to establish :
the magnet schools despite :

widespread opposition.

The protesters warned that :
any attempt to shut down exist-
ing Kannada-medium schools :
would be strongly resisted
through further demonstrations :

and public campaigns.
Responding to the concerns,

MLA D.G. Shantanagouda :
stated that while the govern- :
ment had approved three KPS
schools for the twin taluks of
Honnali and Nyamati, existing :
schools would not be allowed
to close. BEO Ningappa also |
assured parents that govern-
ment schools would remain
operational and that no student
would be compelled to enroll :

in KPS schools.

Residents from several vil-

lages, including Bannikodu,

Kengalahalli, Sogilu, Madapu-

ra, Kodatalu, Machenahalli,

Salabalu, Madanabavi, Basava- |
nahalli, and Bijogatte, partici-
pated in the protest, expressing
concern over the future of local

government schools.

Special express
buses to Jog
Falls, Sigandur

HAVERI

The Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) has announced
the operation of special ex-
press buses from Haveri
and Ranebennur to Jog
Falls and the Sigandur Sri
Chowdeshwari Temple
starting June 21, 2026, to
cater to weekend and holi-
day travellers. From
Haveri, buses will depart at
8:00 AM via Siddapura,
Sirsi (Sri Marikamba Tem-
ple), and return from Jog
Falls at 4:00 PM, reaching
Haveri by 7:30 PM. The
round-trip fare is X390. An-
other service to Sigandur
will operate via multiple
routes including Hosanagara
and Sagar, with a return
journey at 3:30 PM. The
fare is ¥455. From Raneben-
nur, services to Jog Falls and
Sigandur will also operate
with planned halts at several
tourist and pilgrimage
points. Online ticket book-
ing is available through the
KSRTC portal. Officials
clarified that free travel for
women will not apply to
these special services.

BTDA office shut as
employees stage protest

BAGALKOT

(BTDA) staged a protest by shu
tting down the office, demand-
ing the arrest of an individual ac
cused of assaulting a staff mem-

The protest was held in front

city, where employees locked
the main entrance and raised slo
gans demanding justice. They
alleged that a BTDA employee

that strict legal action be taken
immediately. The protesting
staff said the employee and his
family members were deeply
affected by the incident, which
reportedly occurred while the
staff member was on duty. They
question ed the safety of gov-
ernment em ployees if such at-
tacks were allowed to go un-
punished and de manded ade-
quate protection for staff work-
ing in public offices.

The employees further al-
leged that despite filing com-
plaints of attempted murder and
death threats, the accused was
not arrested.
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Young achiever Rifah
Taskeen honoured with
honorary doctorate

Mysuru
Rifah Taskeen of Mysuru
has been honoured with
an Honorary Doctorate in
recognition of her out-
standing achievements in
sports and social service
activities. She is the
daughter of Mr. Tajuddin
and Mrs. Bi Bi Fathima.
She is widely recognized
as a multi-talented
young achiever who has
earned appreciation for
her dedication, discipline,
and contributions to so-
ciety at a very young age.
Her well-wishers ex-
pressed that this recogni-
tion reflects Rifah Tas-
keen’s commitment to
excellence in sports and
her continuous efforts in
social welfare activities.

BJP demands
complete police
system revamp

Mysuru
Mysuru BJP Media Coor-
dinator Mahesh Raje Urs
has urged the state gov-
ernment to totally re-
vamp the Mysuru City
Police setup following its
utter failure to check the
criminal activities in the
city. Once the Mysuru City
Police had made a good
name for its efficient
working and checking all
nefarious activities within
the city. The anti-rowdy
squad started by the
then Police Commission-
er H.R.Kasturirangan had
become a model for the
entire state. However,
that image has taken se-
vere beating with no fear
of law for the anti-social
elements and drug ped-
dlers. It was surprising
that how did the local
police was not aware of
the functioning of anille-
gal bar in their jurisdiction.
This shows the poor gov-
ernance of the police de-
partment in the city. It is
high time the state gov-
ernment post a new team
of top police officials to
restore law and order in
the city.

Minority Commission
pushes welfare
development drive

Karwar
The Karnataka State Mi-
norities Commission has
reaffirmed its commit-
ment to the overall de-
velopment of minority
communities in the state
by addressing their griev-
ances and ensuring
timely action from offi-
cials. Commission Chair-
man U. Nisar Ahmed
said strict steps will be
taken if complaints are
ignored.
He was speaking after
reviewing grievance re-
ports of minority com-
munities at a meeting
held in the Zilla
Panchayat Hall on Tues-
day. He said the com-
mission will call officials
for explanations if issues
are not resolved properly
and will also send rec-
ommendations to the
government for neces-
sary relief measures.
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" Illegal bar blaze exposes governance failure in Mysuru

2 deaths in Dattagalli fire raise questlons over Excise, Police and Fire Safety Lapses

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

The tragic death of two per-
sons in a fire accident at an
allegedly illegal bar and
restaurant at Dattagalli on
Monday has sparked serious
questions about the function-
ing of law enforcement and
regulatory agencies in Mysu-
ru.

The incident has exposed
what many see as a disturbing
culture of negligence, allow-
ing illegal businesses to thrive
despite clear violations of the
law.

Investigations have re-
vealed that the establishment

reportedly lacked permission
to serve liquor, yet continued
operations openly and without
fear of action. The incident
has raised concerns about
how such an illegal venture
could function unchecked in
Mysuru, the home district of
former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah.

Urban Development Minis-
ter Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah has blamed the Excise
Department for failing to curb
the illegal sale of liquor.
However, critics argue that
responsibility cannot rest
solely with the Excise Depart-
ment. Questions are also be-
ing raised about the role of

the Police Department, which
conducts regular patrols
across the city but allegedly
failed to detect or act against
the unlawful activities.

The Fire and Emergency
Services Department too has
come under scrutiny. Reports
suggest that the building al-
legedly lacked adequate fire
safety measures and may have
violated several safety regula-
tions. Critics contend that
timely inspections and en-
forcement could have pre-
vented the tragedy and saved
two precious lives.

The incident has reignited
concerns over the effective-
ness of Mysuru’s bureaucracy.
Observers point to a recent
case in which a narcotics
manufacturing unit operating
on the city’s Ring Road was
unearthed by Mumbai Police,

while local authorities report-
edly remained unaware of its
existence. The episode had
already raised questions about
intelligence gathering and en-
forcement mechanisms in the
city.

Public anger is growing
over what many describe as
selective enforcement of laws.
While police frequently regis-
ter cases against individuals
for consuming liquor in pub-
lic places, allegations persist
that several establishments
along the Ring Road openly
serve liquor without valid li-
cences.

Residents and civic activ-
ists claim that illegal li-

quor-serving outlets continue
to operate under the protec-
tion of influential networks
and administrative apathy.
The Dattagalli tragedy, they
argue, is not merely an acci-
dent but a consequence of
systemic failure and lack of
accountability.

As investigations continue,
citizens are demanding a
comprehensive crackdown on
illegal businesses and strict
action against officials found
responsible for regulatory
lapses. For many, the Datta-
galli fire has become a grim
reminder that failure to en-
force the law can have fatal
consequences.

Minister blames Excise, Fire
Departments for lapses incident

MYSURU

Urban Development Minister
Dr. Yatindra Siddaramaiah on
Tuesday blamed lapses by the
Excise and Fire Departments
for the fire tragedy at a bar
and restaurant in Dattagalli
that claimed two lives and left
seven others injured in Mysu-
ru on Monday.

Speaking to reporters after
visiting the site, he said a
short circuit had triggered the
blaze at Mara Restaurant on
Ring Road. The injured are
undergoing treatment in hos-
pital. The establishment was
operating a bar and restaurant
on the second floor without
the required licence. While
permission had been granted
only for restaurant operations,
liquor was allegedly being
served illegally. The menu it-
self showed that liquor was
being served. A complaint has
been filed against the owner
for violating the law.

Dr Yatindra held the Excise
Department primarily respon-
sible for allowing the illegal
operation to continue and said
action should be initiated
against the Excise Deputy
Commissioner, including sus-
pension, and added that he had
directed the district administra-
tion to submit a report. Reports
had emerged of several restau-
rants along Ring Road serving
liquor without licences. Police
and excise officials had been
instructed to conduct joint in-
spections of all such establish-
ments and take strict action
wherever violations are found.

The Minister also pointed to
serious shortcomings in fire
safety compliance at the
restaurant. According to him,
the African-themed establish-
ment had used highly inflam-
mable materials such as grass
and bamboo without adequate
fire safety arrangements. As a
result, the fire spread rapidly
after the short circuit. The Fire

Dr Yatindra blamed
Excise Department for
illegal liquor operations,
sought suspension of
officials, ordered report
submission, and directed
joint inspections to
enforce strict action

Department would also be held
accountable for permitting the
establishment to function with-
out proper safety measures.
Officials must inspect com-
mercial complexes across My-
suru and ensure strict compli-
ance with fire safety regula-
tions.

Responding to questions, Dr.
Yatindra said some restaurants
had been promoting “bring
your own bottle” practices
through social media and al-
lowing customers to consume
liquor on their premises with-
out licences. Such practices
were illegal and would invite
stringent action.

On compensation for the

victims’ families, the Minister
said he had spoken to Chief
Minister D.K.Shivakumar and
requested assistance from the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.
The CM had agreed in princi-
ple, and the compensation
amount would be announced
shortly.

Turning to politics, Dr.
Yatindra said the Congress
was fully prepared for the
Legislative Council elections
and expressed confidence of
victory.

On the proposed Bidadi
township project, he said Ben-
galuru’s expansion was neces-
sary and that the government
would proceed only after en-
suring fair compensation and
rehabilitation for affected
farmers.He also reiterated that
the State Government’s guar-
antee schemes would contin-
ue, while measures would be
taken to prevent ineligible
beneficiaries from availing the
benefits.

Disruption in drinking
water supply in Mysuru
today, tomorrow

MYSURU

The Mysuru City Corporation
(MCC) has announced that
water supply will be disrupted
in several parts of the city on
June 17 and 18 due to a
scheduled power shut down
for maintenance works.

According to the MCC, the
Karnataka Power Transmis-
sion Corporation Limited
(KPTCL) will undertake its
first-quarter maintenance
work at the Devanur Substa-
tion, which supplies electrici-
ty to the Melapura and Ram-
manahalli pumping stations
responsible for providing wa-
ter to Mysuru city.

As a result, power supply to
these pumping stations will be
suspended from 10.00 a.m. to
6.00 p.m. on June 17, affect-
ing normal water distribution
operations. Consequently, res-
idents may experience inter-
ruptions and delays in water
supply on June 17 and June
18.
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Areas Likely to be Affected

The disruption is expected
to impact Wards 9 to 16, 28 to
39, 52 and 53, including the
following localities: Kesare,
Rajendranagar, Subhash
Nagar, N.R. Mohalla, Gand-
hinagar, Udayagiri, Rajiv
Nagar Phases 1, 2 and 3,
Shantinagar, Kalyanagiri, Ar-
eas adjoining Dr. Rajkumar
Road, Yaraganahalli, Siddar-
tha Layout, Alanahalli, Nand-
ini Layout, Giridarshini Lay-
out, Ghousianagar,
Kyathamaranahalli and sur-
rounding areas

The MCC has appealed to
residents in the affected local-
ities to make necessary ar-
rangements and use water ju-
diciously during the period of
disruption.

Dalit and tribal
groups join Anti
SIR protest

HUNSUR

The fifth edition of the An-
ti-SIR jatha in Hunsur was
welcomed with roses by farm-
ers association, Dalit move-
ment, street vendors associa-
tion, tribal association and
SDPI representatives. Leaders
released pamphlets explaining
reasons for opposing SIR and
distributed them to the public.

Umesh of the jatha team
said SIR was implemented by
the central government with
intention to restrict voter
rights. He alleged election roll
revision powers given to
Election Commission are be-
yond constitutional scope and
part of political conspiracy.

Harihar Anandaswamy of
Dalit movement said SIR is
attempt to take away constitu-
tional rights and weaken de-
mocracy. He urged people to
oppose it and support the An-
ti-sir movement to protect
citizens rights. He also ap-
pealed for leaders to attend
concluding programme in
Bengaluru on June 20 and
urge government to protect
people interests.

Hosur Kumar of Farmers
Association said the associa-
tion supports the protest.

MYSURU

Demonstrating the commit-
ment to environmental con-
servation and sustainable
development, the Alliance
Club of Mysore Imperial, in
association with YuvaNext
Aviation Academy success-
fully organized a Tree Plan-
tation Drive on the occa-
sion of World Environment
Day at Gateway of Mysore
Layout in Mysuru.

The event was led by
President of the Alliance
Club of Mysore Imperial,
Shamira Sultana, whose

leadership and dedication
inspired members and vol-
unteers to actively partici-
pate in the noble initiative.
The drive aimed to create
awareness about the impor-

Karnataka police book two
in cattle transport case

MANGALURU

In Mangaluru, police have
booked two individuals for
allegedly transporting cattle
illegally after a vehicle carry-
ing the animals overturned
and led to their recovery, ac-
cording to reports.

The incident reportedly
came to light when the vehi-
cle transporting cattle met
with an accident and over-
turned on the road. Following
the mishap, the accused al-
legedly unloaded the cattle
from the vehicle and moved
them away from the accident
spot. Police said this raised
suspicion, leading to further
action and investigation.

Subsequently, authorities
traced and recovered the cat-
tle a short distance from the
scene. Officials confirmed
that the animals were safely
retrieved and the matter is

Mysuru event promotes enwronmental conservation and green cover

tance of preserving nature,
increasing green cover, and
encouraging community
participation in environ-
mental protection.

The programme was at-

now under probe to deter-
mine the full circumstances
surrounding the transporta-
tion and handling of the live-
stock.

Police have registered a
case against the two accused
under relevant provisions re-
lated to illegal transportation
of cattle. Investigators are
also examining whether
proper permissions and doc-
umentation were in place for
the movement of the animals.

Further details are awaited
as the investigation contin-
ues. Officials have stated that
action will be taken based on
evidence collected from the
site, witness statements, and
vehicle records.

The case adds to ongoing
enforcement actions across
Karnataka aimed at curbing
illegal cattle transport and
ensuring compliance with an-
imal transport regulations.

Protesters demanded urgent tender completion or direct food distribution,
citing seasonal hardship and irregular nutrition kit distribution delays

Tribals stage stir over delay in
dlStI‘lbU.thIl of nutrltlon k1t

MYSURU

Members of the All India
Jana Adhikara Suraksha
Samiti staged a protest in
front of the Deputy Com-
missioner’s Office in Mysu-
ru on Tuesday, condemning
the delay in the distribution
of nutritional food kits
meant for tribal communi-
ties.

The protesters said that a
majority of tribal families
living in H.D. Kote, Saragur,
Nanjangud, Hunsur and
Periyapatna taluks depend
on agricultural labour for
their livelihood. Struggling
with illiteracy, malnutrition
and poverty, many tribal
people are unaware of their
legal rights. To address mal-
nutrition among these vul-
nerable communities, spe-
cial nutrition kits are distrib-
uted every month through
the Integrated Tribal Devel-
opment Project (ITDP).

However, the activists al-
leged that the distribution is
frequently disrupted every

year due to delays in the ten-
der process, resulting in one
or two months of missed
supplies. This year, they
claimed, nutrition kits have
not been distributed for the
past three months.

The protesters urged the
authorities to immediately
complete the tender process.
Alternatively, they demand-
ed that the district adminis-
tration procure and distrib-
ute the food items directly
until a new tender is final-
ized. They pointed out that
April and May are particu-
larly difficult months for
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tribal labourers, as employ-
ment opportunities are
scarce during this period.
They also alleged that nutri-
tion kits were not distributed
in January and February,
while the kit distributed in
March actually correspond-
ed to January’s allocation.
According to the protest-
ers, repeated delays caused
by tender procedures and
other technical issues are de-
feating the very purpose of
the welfare scheme. They
called upon the concerned
officials to resolve the issue
without further delay.

tended by Chitty Babu,
Founder of Yuvanext Avia-
tion Academy, and San-
thosh Kumar, Co-Founder
of YNAA, who actively
participated and encouraged
the participants to contrib-
ute towards environmental
conservation through sus-
tained green initiatives. The
event also witnessed the
active participation of the
Imperial team, including
Secretary Taj Unnisa, Pub-
lic Relation Officer Guna-
sheela, and Board of Direc-
tors Nitin Subbaih,
Abhilash, Waqar Shariff,

Afza Kulsum, Md. Sadiq
and Yaseen.

During the programme,
Gunasheela spoke about the
importance of environmen-
tal conservation and he em-
phasized the maintaining of
ecological balance, con-
serving biodiversity. The
successful conduct of the
Tree Plantation Drive re-
flected the shared vision of
the Alliance Club of My-
sore Imperial and Yuvanext
Aviation Academy to foster
environmental awareness
and inspire positive action
within the community.

Kheta Bachao campaign
promotes organic farming

GADAG

An awareness programme un-
der the “Kheta Bachao” or
Save Land campaign was or-
ganised in Khanapur and Ha-
dali villages of Naragunda
taluk, by ICAR-KH Patil Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendra in coordi-
nation with the Department of
Agriculture, Gadag.

Experts and farmers gath-
ered at the joint venue of Hu-
lakoti to discuss ways to pro-
tect soil health and improve
farming practices. Scientist
Dr. Manju Prakash Patil ex-

plained the importance of
soil testing and said farmers
should use fertilizers based
on soil requirements. He
warned that excessive use of
chemical fertilizers is reduc-
ing soil fertility and lowering
crop yield.

He encouraged farmers to
adopt organic and natural
farming methods such as
green manure, compost, ver-
micompost, Jivamrut, Ghan-
jivamrut, Neemastra and
Brahmastra to maintain soil
health and improve produc-
tivity.
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Scholarship
applications open for
students

CHITRADURGA
The Backward Classes
Welfare Department has
invited online applications
from eligible students
pursuing post-matric
courses for the 2026-27
academic year. Students
belonging to Backward
Classes and Category-1
Nomadic and Semi-No-
madic communities can
apply for several welfare
schemes before August
31. The available benefits
include post-matric
scholarships, fee reim-
bursement, eligibility
scholarships, and Vidyasi-
ri meal and hostel assis-
tance. Applicants must
submit their forms
through the State Schol-
arship Software portal
and provide the required
documents. Department
officials urged eligible
students to apply on time
and take full advantage
of these educational sup-
port schemes.

Power supply to stop
inareas for
maintenance

KOPPAL
Power supply will be dis-
rupted in several areas on
June 17 due to emergency
maintenance work at the
110KV Betagera and
33KV Alavandi substa-
tions under Koppal
GESCOM. The outage will
affect feeders and villag-
es connected to these
substations from 10 am
to 4 pm. Officials said
electricity may return
earlier if the maintenance
work is completed soon.
Residents have been ad-
vised not to perform
electrical repairs during
the outage period for
safety reasons. The de-
partment requested pub-
lic cooperation during the
maintenance work and
assured that power ser-
vices would resume after
completing the neces-
sary repairs.

Lorry crashon
highway captured by
v

CHIKKABALLAPURA
A lorry accident on
the STR Highway near
Lakshmipur Gate cre-
ated panic after CCTV
captured the shocking
incident. The truck
driver lost control af-
ter a tyre burst and
the vehicle moved
across the road. It
collided with a trac-
tor, causing bricks in-
side the truck to scat-
ter across the high-
way. Police officials
said the crash hap-
pened under
Vishwanathpura po-
lice station limits in
Bengaluru Rural dis-
trict. The accident
video showed the
dangerous moment
clearly and highlight-
ed the need for care-
ful driving on high-
ways. Authorities are
reviewing the footage
to understand the in-
cident.
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‘Committee reviews measures
to prevent Dalit atrocities

Collector condemned Dalit temple-entry denial as illegal, urged awareness of anti-atrocity laws,
and promoted unity through monitoring meetings

MANDYA

A meeting of the District
Awareness and Monitoring
Committee was held at the
District Collector's office un-
der the chairmanship of Dep-
uty Commissioner Dr Kumar
to review steps for preventing
atrocities against Dalits and
providing support to victims
under the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act.
The committee discussed
compensation measures and
social security issues while
focusing on creating equality
and harmony among all com-
munities. The district admin-
istration has directed taluk
officials to stop discrimina-
tion and organize awareness

d

programs so people under-
stand the law and respect the
rights of every citizen. Offi-
cials were warned that strict
action would be taken against
anyone violating the rules or
exploiting Dalits.

Dr Kumar said 43 cases of
violence were registered be-
tween January and June 2026,

and FIRs should be filed im-
mediately after incidents. He
stressed that victims must re-
ceive quick justice and neces-
sary relief without delay.

The collector also stated that
denying temple entry to Dalits
is illegal and inhumane.
Awareness drives should be
conducted especially in villag-

es to explain anti-atrocity laws
and promote social unity.
Committee member So-
mashekhar Keregod said regu-
lar monitoring meetings with
police officials would help re-
solve cases faster and maintain
peace.

The meeting also reviewed
arrangements for upcoming
examinations. Heads of exam-
ination centers were asked to
check facilities in advance and
ensure proper seating, drinking
water and toilet arrangements
for students. Power officials
were instructed to avoid inter-
ruptions during exams and
provide uninterrupted supply.
Officers on duty were told to
work together and coordinate
with different departments to
complete responsibilities

smoothly.

District Superintendent of
Police Dr Shobharani, Deputy
Divisional Officer Shivamur-
thy, Social Welfare Depart-
ment officials and committee
members attended the meet-
ing. The administration reiter-
ated its commitment to protect
vulnerable communities, en-
sure fairness and create a safe
environment for everyone. The
officials emphasized that pub-
lic cooperation is essential for
building a society where
equality, justice and dignity
are valued. Through continu-
ous awareness and timely ac-
tion, the district aims to pre-
vent discrimination and sup-
port victims while strengthen-
ing trust among communities
across the region.
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Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao
promotes girls’
future: Mahesh
Kumar

CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Government of India’s
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
scheme, launched on Janu-
ary 22, 2015, continues to
focus on protecting, educat-
ing and empowering girl
children across the country.

District Health and Fami-
ly Welfare Officer Dr. Ma-
hesh Kumar said that girls
are valuable members of
families and society, and ev-
eryone has a responsibility
to ensure their safety, educa-
tion and equal rights. He
explained that the scheme
aims to improve gender
equality and create aware-
ness about the importance of
girls.

The programme was intro-
duced to address issues such
as female foeticide, gender
discrimination, child mar-
riage and lack of education-
al opportunities for girls.

Magadi leader defends
Balakrishna amid political debate

MAGADI

K. Krishnamurthy strongly
responded to former MLA A.
Manjunath's remarks about
MLA H.C. Balakrishna, say-
ing that Balakrishna has won
five elections because of his
public support and political
strength. During a press con-
ference held in Magadi town
on Tuesday, Krishnamurthy
said Manjunath should under-
stand the situation before
making personal comments
about the senior leader.

He stated that Balakrishna
continued to win despite
changes in constituency
boundaries after re-delimita-
tion and proved his connec-
tion with the people. He said
criticism over the Bidadi
Township issue was unneces-
sary and questioned why ear-

lier governments did not clear
the red zone issue when Man-
junath was an MLA and the
state had different leadership.
Krishnamurthy warned that
political attacks would re-
ceive a strong response if they
continued.

He also requested the Con-
gress leadership to consider
giving Balakrishna a ministe-
rial position, stating that the
senior MLA had worked for
the party and deserved recog-
nition. He said this step would
strengthen Bengaluru South
district and that he would
present the request to senior
party leaders.

Krishnamurthy also criti-
cized opposition leaders, say-
ing allegations against Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
were unfair. He defended Bal-
akrishna's statements about

opposition leader R. Ashok
and said they were based on
facts. He also commented on
BJP leader Kiran Kumar, say-
ing criticism against Bal-
akrishna would not affect his
political journey.

On the Bidadi Township
matter, Krishnamurthy ques-
tioned former Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy's earlier
decisions and said responsi-
bility should not now be
placed only on the current
government. He added that
farmers were not being treat-
ed unfairly during land acqui-
sition and that proper com-
pensation was being provided.

He said some political
groups were using farmers'
concerns for their own inter-
ests. The meeting was attend-
ed by Kisan Congress District
President Agro Purushottam,

Krishnamurthy defended
Shivakumar, Balakrishna,
and criticized opposition
allegations, saying
Balakrishna’s remarks on
R. Ashok and Kiran
Kumar were factual and
politically insignificant

Mukhandaradi Achar Manju-
nath, Tirumale Venkatesh,
Anil Kumar and others.
Krishnamurthy said public
welfare should remain the
main priority and political
discussions should focus on
development rather than per-
sonal criticism. He empha-
sized that cooperation among
communities and leaders was
necessary for creating prog-
ress and a peaceful future
with continued efforts from
all sections of the society.

Guarantee schemes continue for
eligible beneficiaries: Chikkalingaiah

MANDYA

The Karnataka government
has assured that eligible bene-
ficiaries receiving the Pancha
Guarantee schemes will con-
tinue to get benefits without
any difficulties. Officials have
taken steps to make sure that
genuine beneficiaries are not
affected while removing fake
and ineligible entries from the
system.

Chikkalingaiah, Chairman
of the District Level Guarantee
Schemes Implementation Au-
thority, said that the main aim
of the verification process is to
identify deceased and wrong-
fully included beneficiaries.
The move will help prevent
misuse of public funds and en-
sure that government schemes
reach the right people.

Speaking at the District Lev-
el Guarantee Schemes Imple-
mentation Authority meeting
held at the Zilla Panchayat
Mini Hall, officials reviewed

¢ the progress of various welfare

programmes. Under the Yu-
vanidhi scheme, 9,946 candi-
dates had registered in the dis-
trict by the end of May 2026.
Out of them, 8,723 candidates
received 88,360 instalments
worth Rs. 26.28 crore.

The meeting also discussed
ration card changes, with 515
applications approved for con-
version from APL to BPL cat-
egories. Officials said the pro-
cess was completed success-
fully.

Under the Shakti scheme,
women passengers have con-
tinued to benefit from free bus
travel. By May 2026, around
21.64 crore women had used
the facility, generating trans-
port revenue of Rs. 603.64
crore.

The state government has
also ordered free bus passes
for school and college stu-
dents.

Authorities were instructed
to ensure smooth distribution
of passes and avoid inconve-
nience for students.

Officials ensure clean water
supply during monsoon

KOPPAL

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Varnit Negi has
directed officials to take im-
mediate steps to protect water
sources and maintain cleanli-
ness across all villages in the
district. He said proper action
is necessary to prevent health
issues during the monsoon
season.

Speaking at the District Wa-
ter and Sanitation Mission
(DWSM) Committee meeting
held at the Rural Drinking
Water and Sanitation Depart-
ment office in Koppal, Negi
stressed the importance of
keeping drinking water facil-
ities clean and safe.

He said the rainy season in-
creases the risk of infectious
diseases, making it important
to maintain hygiene around
water sources. Officials were
instructed to regularly clean
overhead tanks, small water
tanks, and other drinking wa-
ter storage areas. Damaged
pipelines must be repaired

quickly to avoid contamina-
tion.

Negi also advised authori-
ties to test drinking water be-
fore supply and stop distribu-
tion immediately if the water
is found unsafe. Unfit bore-
wells should be closed, and
alternative arrangements like
tanker supply must be made
for affected villages to ensure
people receive safe water
without interruption.

He further reviewed the
progress of the Jal Jeevan
Mission, which aims to pro-
vide piped water connections
to every household. Officials
were asked to complete pend-
ing works, including tank
construction, pipeline instal-
lation, and electricity connec-
tions, within the given time-
line.

The CEO emphasized that
every village should receive
sufficient and safe drinking
water. He urged departments
to work together and com-
plete all ongoing projects
quickly for public benefit.

Deputy Commissioner said industrial growth would boost the state economy,
create local jobs, and reduce migration for employment opportunities

Officials plan industry-focused
training for district youth

UDUPI

Deputy Commissioner Swa-
roop T.K. has directed offi-
cials to provide vocational
training to local youth and
help them become employ-
able in industries operating
across Udupi district. She was
speaking at the district-level
one-stop shop meeting and
the Industrial Development
and District-level Export Pro-
motion Committee meeting
held at the District Commis-
sioner's Office in Rajatadri,
Manipal.

The Deputy Commissioner
said the growth of industries
would support the economic
development of the state
while creating more employ-
ment opportunities for local
people. She stated that the es-

i tablishment of small, medium

and large industries in the dis-
trict would reduce the need
for people to travel outside in
search of jobs.

She instructed officials to
improve infrastructure facili-
ties needed for industrial
growth and begin industry-fo-
cused training programs for
students studying in ITI, Di-
ploma and GTTC institutions
from the current academic
year. She also suggested pro-
viding internships and ap-
prenticeship opportunities to
students so they gain practical
experience before entering the
workforce.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of local employment,
she said industries should fol-
low the recommendations of
the Dr. Sarojini Mahishi re-
port. She noted that a high
percentage of local people

were already employed in
small, medium and large in-
dustries in the district and
more efforts should contin-
ue in the same direction.

The Deputy Commission-
er also asked officials to
speed up land acquisition
and related procedures for
new industrial areas at
Shivapura, Kerebettu, Nitte
and Uppur. She warned en-
trepreneurs who had re-
ceived industrial sites but
delayed starting operations
that they must begin work
within two months, failing
which the sites could be
given to others.

She further instructed of-
ficials to carefully examine
applications for changes in
industrial activities and en-
sure new projects do not
affect existing units.

Teacher
suspended for
ignoring election
duty

CHITRADURGA

A government school
teacher in Chitradurga dis-
trict has been suspended
for failing to cooperate
with assigned election re-
sponsibilities. Deputy
Commissioner and District
Election Officer T. Ven-
katesh issued the suspen-
sion order against K.
Shivaleela, an associate
teacher at Government
Higher Primary School in
Birenahalli, Hiriyur taluk.

The action was taken af-
ter the teacher allegedly
refused to accept Booth
Level Officer duty given
for the voter list revision
process. The Election Com-
mission of India has
planned a special revision
of voter lists from June 20,
2026, and officials had di-
rected the filling of vacant

¢ BLO positions.
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Dilapidated school bulldmgs raise safety concerns in Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA

Concerns have been raised
over the condition of several
government school buildings
in Chitradurga district, with
reports indicating that dilapi-
dated infrastructure is putting
the safety of students at risk.
The issue has prompted ad-
ministrative attention follow-
ing instructions from senior
officials to conduct urgent in-
spections.

Additional Chief Secretary
Rashmi Mahesh has directed
Deputy Directors of Public In-
struction (DDPIs) to carry out

detailed inspections of school
buildings across the district
and identify structures that are
unsafe for continued use. The
directive comes amid growing
concerns about the structural

stability of ageing classrooms
in rural and semi-urban areas.

Preliminary reports suggest
that several school buildings
require immediate repair or
reconstruction due to weak-

ened roofs, cracked walls, and
poor maintenance. In some
cases, classrooms are reported-
ly being used despite visible
signs of structural damage,
raising fears among parents
and education stakeholders.

Officials have been asked to
prepare a comprehensive list
of vulnerable school buildings
and submit recommendations
for either renovation or demo-
lition. The administration is
also expected to prioritise
emergency repairs in schools
where students continue to at-
tend classes despite unsafe
conditions.

Education department sourc-
es said that safety audits will
focus on identifying high-risk
structures and ensuring that
students are relocated to safer
classrooms wherever neces-
sary. Temporary arrangements,
including shifting classes to
alternate buildings or nearby
facilities, are likely to be con-
sidered in critical cases.

The issue has drawn atten-
tion to the broader challenge
of maintaining government
school infrastructure, particu-
larly in districts where ageing
buildings have not undergone
timely upgrades.

B K Hariprasad to take oath as president

CHITRADURGA

Around 5,000 party workers
and leaders from the district
are expected to participate in
the oath-taking ceremony of
newly appointed KPCC Pres-
ident B.K. Hariprasad, sched-
uled to be held on June 21 at
the Palace Grounds in Benga-
luru.

Former minister H. An-
janeya said the event is being
organised on a large scale and
will witness the participation
of senior Congress leaders
and national figures. He made
these remarks during a prepa-
ratory meeting held in Chitra-
durga.

He said that the ceremony

will formally mark the as-
sumption of office by Harip-
rasad, and leaders from across
the state will attend the pro-
gramme. According to him,
invitations have been extended
to senior Congress leaders in-
cluding Rahul Gandhi, AICC
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
K.C. Venugopal, and Randeep
Surjewala. He also said that
former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah would be felicitated
on the occasion.

Anjaneya claimed that the
Congress government’s five
guarantee schemes have
helped make Karnataka “hun-
ger-free,” and dismissed oppo-
sition criticism that the state is
facing financial distress.
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Directinterview
announced for various
jobposts

UDUPI
A direct interview for
multiple job positions will
be conducted at Manipal
Payment Identity Solu-
tions Limited on June 18
at 10.30 am. Interested
candidates with Diploma
Mechanical and CNC
Printing qualifications
can attend the interview
at the company location
near Manohar Bhavan
Hotel, Manipal. Appli-
cants must bring their
academic mark sheets,
updated resume or CV,
and a copy of their
Aadhaar card. The Dis-
trict Employment Ex-
change Office has ad-
vised eligible candidates
to participate and use
this opportunity. For fur-
ther details, candidates
can contact the Employ-
ment Exchange Office in
Udupi through the pro-
vided phone numbers.

Power disruption
announced in Mandya
areas

MANDYA
Power supply will remain
disrupted on June 17 due
to emergency mainte-
nance work on the F-06
Hosahalli Urban feeder
under the 66/11 KV Man-
dya Power Distribution
Center. The outage will
be in effect from 9 am to
6 pm. Officials said the
shutdown will affect Gu-
rumath, Hosahalli, 100
Feet Road, Hosahalli
Lake Road, Gandhinagar,
and nearby villages under
the feeder line. The work
is being carried out to im-
prove the electricity sys-
tem and ensure better
service in the region. Res-
idents are advised to
plan their activities ac-
cordingly until power is
fully restored.

Postal Pension
Adalat set for
today

KARWAR
The Postal Pen-
sion Adalat of the
Karwar division will
be held on June 17
at 11 am at the Su-
perintendent of
Posts office in Kar-
war. Only retired
postal pensioners
from the Karwar
division are eligible
to participate in
the meeting. Offi-
cials clarified that
rural postal work-
ers and other de-
partment pension-
ers cannot take
part. No travel al-
lowance will be
provided to partici-
pants attending
the Adalat. Pen-
sioners are re-
guested to submit
their grievances in
writing with full
details, including
PPO number and
address, by 10 am
on the same day or
through the official
email for proper
review and resolu-
tion.
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Mangaluru MLA Kamath criticises
Kharge over RSS remarks

MLA stressed improving law and order, public safety, services, development, and education, urging
focus on governance over political debates

MANGALURU

MLA Vedavyasa Kamath has
strongly criticised Karnataka
Home Minister Priyank
Kharge, accusing him of di-
verting attention from state
governance issues by repeat-
edly targeting the RSS.
Kamath said it was “fool-
ish” to believe that any polit-
ical authority could control
the RSS and urged Kharge to
focus on real administrative
challenges instead of making
what he described as political-
ly motivated remarks. He stat-
ed that the government should
prioritize issues directly af-

i 2
fecting citizens rather than
engaging in ideological con-
frontations.

He further argued that Kar-
nataka is facing several press-
ing concerns, including de-

clining academic performance
in certain regions, inadequate
infrastructure in schools and
colleges, and recurring inci-
dents of poor maintenance
such as collapsing roofs in
educational institutions. Ac-
cording to him, these issues
reflect deeper administrative
failures that require immedi-
ate attention.

The MLA also raised con-
cerns about law and order in
parts of the state, stating that
governance should focus on
strengthening public safety
and improving basic services
rather than engaging in polit-
ical debates. He said develop-

ment work and education re-
forms should be the govern-
ment’s primary focus.
Kamath alleged that repeat-
ed criticism of the RSS was
part of a broader political
strategy aimed at influencing
public sentiment. He claimed
that such statements were dis-
tractions from more important
governance responsibilities.
He also made political re-
marks regarding internal dy-
namics within the ruling Con-
gress party, suggesting that
recent statements were influ-
enced by political positioning.
However, these claims remain
part of political discourse and

have not been independently
verified.The comments have
added to the ongoing exchange
of criticisms between political
leaders in Karnataka, where
ideological and administrative
issues frequently intersect.
While the ruling party has not
issued an official response, the
remarks are expected to fur-
ther intensify political debate
in the state.Observers note that
such exchanges reflect the
broader political climate in
Karnataka, where governance
issues and ideological posi-
tions often become closely
intertwined in public discus-
sions.

O ibcworldnews.com

UAE Minister visits
Thumbay Medicity
highlights healthcare
growth

AJMAN

UAE Minister of Foreign
Trade Thani bin Ahmed Al
Zeyoudi visited Thumbay
Medicity in Ajman, where he
reviewed the integrated
healthcare, medical educa-
tion, and research ecosystem
developed by Thumbay
Group.

The minister was received
by Dr Thumbay Moideen,
Founder-President of Thum-
bay Group, along with Akbar
Moideen Thumbay,
Vice-President of the group’s
Healthcare Division, and se-
nior academic and clinical
leaders. During the visit, he
toured key facilities includ-
ing Gulf Medical University
and its associated teaching
hospitals, which form a cen-
tral part of the medical city’s
infrastructure.

District holds preliminary
meeting for Yoga Day planning

CHITRADURGA

The district administration
has begun full preparations
for the International Yoga
Day celebrations scheduled
on June 21, with officials call-
ing for coordinated efforts to
make the event a success. Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er B.T. Kumaraswamy urged
all departments, organiza-
tions, and the public to active-
ly participate.

He was speaking while
chairing a preliminary meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s office hall in Chitradurga
on Tuesday. He said that
strong coordination between
departments and yoga institu-
tions is essential for smooth
conduct of the programme.

This year, the main event

will be held at the Government
Science College ground instead
of the earlier venue at the old
secondary school premises.
The decision was taken due to
other arrangements at the pre-
vious location. Kumaraswamy
instructed officials to prepare a
well-equipped stage, proper
mats, and seating arrangements
for dignitaries and participants.

He also directed the city
council to clean the ground in
advance. The Horticulture De-
partment was asked to decorate
the stage with potted plants. As
a safety measure, ambulance
services, fire engines, and med-
ical staff will be stationed at the
venue.

A large awareness rally will
be held on June 20 at 7 am
from the Deputy Commission-
er’s office premises.

Guarantee schemes will continue says K Raju

RAMANAGARA

Former MLA and District
Guarantee Implementation
Committee President K. Raju
has clarified that the state
government’s five guarantee
schemes will continue with-
out any interruption, dismiss-
ing opposition claims as false
propaganda. He made these
remarks during a press con-
ference held at his office in
the Zilla Panchayat Bhavan
on Tuesday.

He said the Congress gov-
ernment has successfully im-
plemented the five guarantee
schemes after coming to pow-
er, and their benefits have
reached households across the
state. He strongly denied ru-
mours that the schemes would
be stopped and said the oppo-
sition was misleading the

public for political gain.

Raju also spoke about the
Grihalakshmi scheme and
said around 2.80 lakh women
beneficiaries in the state had
passed away, which has led to
a revision process of the ben-
eficiary list. He said the gov-
ernment is updating records to
ensure benefits reach the right
people and prevent misuse of
funds.

He stated that in Ra-
managara district alone, Rs
3.31 crore had been wrongly
transferred to accounts of de-
ceased beneficiaries. He said
officials and Anganwadi
workers are now collecting
accurate information from vil-
lages to correct such errors
and maintain transparency in
welfare delivery.

Responding to political crit-
icism, Raju questioned former

Chief Minister and Union
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy,
asking him not to indulge in
politics of jealousy. He also
commented on claims regard-
ing wealth and challenged Ku-
maraswamy to explain how he
built his assets over the years.
He said leaders should focus
on development rather than
personal attacks.

He further defended Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar, stating that allegations of
corruption were politically
motivated. He also criticized
opposition leaders R. Ashok
and others, urging them to
speak responsibly and support
development work in the state
instead of making baseless
statements.

Raju also demanded that se-
nior leader H.C. Balakrishna
be given a ministerial position,

Raju said Grihalakshmi
records are being
updated after beneficiary
deaths, noting Rs 3.31
crore wrongly credited in
Ramanagara and efforts
to ensure transparency

saying it would help strength-
en development efforts in the
district. He expressed confi-
dence that Balakrishna would
be included in the next cabinet
expansion.

Several committee members
and local leaders were present
at the press conference. The
meeting concluded with a call
to focus on welfare programs,
ensure proper implementation
of government schemes, and
avoid unnecessary political
disputes that could mislead the
public and affect development
progress across the region.

Voter list revision drive
seeks public support

KARWAR

The special comprehensive
revision of the voter list in the
district will begin from June
20, as directed by the Election
Commission of India, District
Election Officer and Deputy
Commissioner K. Lakshmi
Priya said. She appealed to
the public to cooperate fully
so that the process is complet-
ed within the scheduled time
frame.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the District Col-
lector’s office hall on Tues-
day, she said Booth Level
Officers will visit households
from June 30 to July 29 to
distribute pre-filled enumera-
tion forms and collect com-
pleted applications. Each
household will be visited
three times to ensure proper
collection and submission of
forms.

She explained that voters
must sign the two copies of
the enumeration form along
with BLOs and provide a re-
cent colour photograph. One
copy will be collected by the
BLO, while the other can be
kept by voters for reference.
She clarified that no addition-
al documents are required
during the process.

The Deputy Commissioner
warned that if the filled forms

are not returned, the names of
individuals will not be includ-
ed in the draft voter list. She
said voter participation is es-
sential to ensure no eligible
citizen is left out of the elec-
toral roll.

Officials have appointed 6
Voter Registration Officers,
12 Assistant Officers, 1,445
Booth Level Officers and 144
supervisors to carry out the
revision work. In addition,
nodal officers have been as-
signed at district, constituency
and hobli levels to monitor
the process.

Lakshmi Priya informed
that political parties have ap-
pointed 2,822 Booth Level
Agents to assist in the exer-
cise. The district currently has
12,30,016 registered voters,
and 93.47 percent of voter
data has already been verified
as part of preliminary map-
ping work.

She added that the draft
electoral roll will be pub-
lished on August 5, followed
by a period for claims and ob-
jections until September 4.
These objections will be re-
solved by October 3, and the
final voter list will be released
on October 7.She reminded
citizens that any Indian citi-
zen aged 18 years or above,
who is not disqualified under
law, is eligible to register.

Bidar Minister
Khandre
addresses voter
and farm issues

BIDAR

In Bidar, Karnataka Forest,
Ecology and Environment
Minister Eshwar Khandre
said the government is com-
mitted to protecting voters’
rights while also addressing
concerns over delayed mon-
soon rains and fertilizer avail-
ability.

Speaking to reporters,
Khandre emphasized that
safeguarding democratic
rights and ensuring no eligible
voter is excluded from elec-
toral rolls remains a priority.
He said the government is
closely monitoring voter list
issues and taking necessary
steps to prevent injustice in
the electoral process.

The minister also noted that
discussions were held with
representatives of various
groups who visited the Con-
gress party office. He said the
party is currently focused on
strengthening its organisation-
al structure and addressing
public grievances related to
governance and development.

On agricultural concerns,
Khandre acknowledged grow-
ing anxiety among farmers
due to delayed rainfall and
reports of fertilizer shortages
across parts of Karnataka.

WIM Mangaluru president Ayesha Yasmin said rising fuel and essential
prices strain families, urging government relief for vulnerable groups

MANGALURU WOMEN
PROTEST LPG PRICE HIKE

MANGALURU

In Mangaluru, activists of
the Women India Move-
ment (WIM) staged a pro-
test in front of the taluk
office against the recent
hike in LPG cooking gas
prices and central govern-
ment policies they de-
scribed as anti-people.

The demonstrators al-
leged that rising costs of
essential commodities
have placed a heavy bur-
den on daily wage work-
ers, women, and mid-
dle-class families. Hold-
ing placards and raising
slogans, they demanded
immediate relief measures
to control inflation and re-
duce the financial strain
on households.’

WIM Mangaluru city
president Ayesha Yasmin
said continuous price in-
creases in cooking gas and
other essentials have made
it difficult for ordinary
families to manage basic
expenses. She urged the
government to take urgent
steps to address the rising

cost of living and provide
targeted support to vulner-
able sections of society.

SDPI Mangaluru city
district vice president
Ayesha Bajpe also ad-
dressed the gathering,
stating that economic pol-
icies at the national level
have worsened conditions
for working-class people.
She called for reforms that
prioritize public welfare
and reduce financial pres-
sure on low-income
groups.

WIM state general sec-
retary Nasriya Bellare
criticised what she de-
scribed as the govern-
ment’s lack of response to
inflation, unemployment,

and other socio-economic
challenges. She said these
issues are disproportion-
ately affecting women and
demanded swift corrective
action.

The protest saw partici-
pation from WIM leaders,
activists, and members of
the public, who collective-
ly called for immediate
policy interventions to
control rising prices.

Authorities were present
to monitor the demonstra-
tion, which remained
peaceful. The organisers
said they would continue
their agitation if their de-
mands for price relief and
policy changes are not ad-
dressed.

Garbage workers stumble upon large bullet cache

BELAGAVI

In a surprising incident in
Belagavi city, civic workers
sorting waste at an industrial
area found 59 used bullets
mixed in a garbage pile. The
discovery immediately
alarmed the workers, who
informed the local police.

Police from the Udyambag
station arrived and secured
the site. Initial checks creat-
ed confusion as officers tried
to determine how such a
large number of spent car-
tridges ended up in house-
hold waste.

Later investigations re-

vealed that the ammunition
was linked to a retired sol-
dier originally from Vijay-
apura, who had reportedly
brought the used cartridges
to his relatives' home to
show children as part of cu-
riosity and explanation.
When the family later vacat-
ed the house, they mistaken-
ly discarded the items along
with other waste, leading to
the recovery at the dump
site. Police said that all 59
bullets were already spent
and posed no immediate
danger, though verification
continues as part of standard
procedure. The incident has

drawn attention in the region
as authorities continue to ex-
amine how military ammu-
nition entered civilian waste
streams in the first place.
Officials are also review-
ing whether any procedural
lapses occurred in handling
of the cartridges after they
were brought from the resi-
dence. According to prelim-
inary findings, the materials
were not active explosives
but empty shell casings pre-
viously fired at a controlled
environment. Residents of
the industrial area expressed
surprise and concern over
the discovery, prompting re-

newed discussions on waste
segregation safety protocols
in the city.

Authorities have assured
the public that there is no
threat to safety and that the
investigation will clarify all
circumstances surrounding
the incident. The case re-
mains under active review
by local police teams as they
trace the chain of custody of
the recovered items and re-
cord statements from in-
volved individuals.

Further updates are ex-
pected after detailed forensic
examination concludes. in-
vestigation continues.

Sindhanur farmers block road over maize payment delay

SINDHANUR

In Raichur’s Sindhanur taluk,
farmers staged a road block-
ade demanding immediate
release of pending payments
for maize supplied to govern-
ment procurement centres.

The protest, held near the
Pothnal-Balaganur Cross on
the Raichur road, was organ-
ised under the banner of the
Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sang-
ha and Hasiru Sene. The agi-
tation disrupted traffic for
over an hour, causing long
vehicle queues and inconve-
nience to commuters, while
police struggled to restore or-
der.

Farmers alleged that despite

supplying maize nearly three
months ago, payments had
not been credited to their
bank accounts. They said the
delay had created severe fi-
nancial stress, particularly
during the ongoing monsoon
season when funds are urgent-
ly needed for sowing and oth-
er agricultural activities.
Addressing the gathering,
farmer leaders said cultivators
invest heavily in seeds, la-
bour, and inputs, but are
forced to wait months after
selling their produce. They
warned that continued delays
were pushing many farmers
toward private moneylenders,
increasing their debt burden.
Protesters questioned how

agriculture could be sustained
if payments were not released
even after several months,
and demanded a fixed time-
line for settlement of procure-
ment dues. They urged the
government to clear all pend-
ing payments immediately
and ensure a more reliable
system in future procurement
cycles.

Tahsildar Arun H. Desai
visited the protest site and re-
ceived a memorandum from
the farmers, assuring them
that their grievances would be
forwarded to higher authori-
ties for action. Police, led by
CPI Vinayak and PSI Eriyap-
pa, maintained tight security
to prevent escalation.
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Pakistan spy
agency uses women
for terror

NEW DELHI
Pakistan’s spy agency, the
ISI, is changing its tactics
because it is running out
of terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir. Security forces
have successfully
stopped border crossings,
leaving local terror groups
desperate for fresh blood.
To fix this, the ISl is now
quietly forming a secret,
all-women network to se-
cretly recruit local youth.
Officials say women are
being used because their
gentle approach makes it
much easier to brainwash
young people without
raising suspicion. Howev-
er, Indian intelligence
agencies are already on
high alert, watching these
moves closely to destroy
the new plot before it can
Srow.

Delhi police
catch cybercrime

gang

NEW DELHI
Delhi’s cyber police have
smashed a major national
fraud network by arrest-
ing ten criminals. The
gang targeted jobless and
poor people, tricking
them into opening bank
accounts with false
promises of employment.
Once opened, the fraud-
sters grabbed the check-
books, ATM cards, and
online passwords to hide
stolen scam money. The
racket collapsed after a
Kerala woman lost two
lakh rupees, leading po-
lice to the gang’s door-
step. Officers seized elev-
en POS machines, twelve
phones, and dozens of
debit cards. Authorities
are now warning citizens
never to share or sell their
banking details to
strangers.

Pu}ulia police
nab fake ticket
operators

KOLKATA
Purulia police have
smashed a major fake
lottery scam by arrest-
ing two men who evad-
ed capture for a year.
The culprits, Shakti Ya-
dav and Ganesh Sau,
printed high-quality
fake tickets that looked
exactly like real ones.
They targeted rural
buyers and offered
massive commissions
to local sellers to ex-
pand their illegal busi-
ness. Police caught the
duo during a sudden
raid and seized over ten
lakh rupees in cash. In-
vestigators reveal the
scam has deep roots
stretching into neigh-
boring Jharkhand. Both
suspects are now in
custody as officer’s
work to dismantle the
entire interstate fraud
network.
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DGP Anand directs inter-
agency monsoon response plan

Telangana police are coordinating with civic agencies to prevent
flooding and traffic disruptions during heavy monsoon rains.

HYDERABAD

With heavy monsoon rains
hitting the state, Telangana’s
top police official is taking no
chances. Director General of
Police C.V. Anand met with
city leaders to build a solid
shield against urban flooding
and the chaotic traffic jams
that usually follow.

During a major meeting in
Malkampet, DGP Anand or-
dered multiple departments to
work as one team. He told of-
ficers to watch low-lying
zones and busy roads like
hawks. The goal is simple,
keep vehicles moving and
keep citizens safe. If a road

floods, the police must in-
stantly share alternative
routes with the public. Emer-
gency response teams are now
on high alert, ready to jump
into action the moment a
storm hits.

To fix things on the ground,
special engineering teams are
already inspecting troubled
areas.

They are visiting known
flood hotspots, including
Khajaguda Lake and regions
near Biodiversity Junction.
These teams will check
blocked drains, illegal con-
structions, and bad water
flow, then quickly submit re-
ports with quick fixes and

T =
permanent solutions.

Government Advisor Su-
darshan Reddy and top mu-
nicipal chiefs also attended
the session.

The DGP sent a very clear
message to every officer stat-
ing, zero negligence will be

tolerated. Public safety is the
absolute number one priority
until the rainy season ends.
With better coordination be-
tween the police, water ex-
perts, and city planners, Hy-
derabad aims to stay dry and
moving this year.

CM Naidu pitches
Andhra Pradesh
as semiconductor

hub

SINGAPORE

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Chandrababu Naidu invit-
ed Singapore-based entrepre-
neurs to explore investment
opportunities in the state, de-
scribing Andhra Pradesh as an
ideal destination for semicon-
ductor manufacturing. Speak-
ing at the Semicon Ecosystem
roundtable conference during
his two-day visit to Singa-
pore, Naidu said the state is
focused on a “Speed of Doing
Business” approach aimed at
attracting global investors. He
stressed that India remains a
secure and reliable destination
for international investments,
adding that Andhra Pradesh
offers a supportive environ-
ment for industries.

The Chief Minister urged
business leaders to visit the
state within the next 30 days
to review policies and assess
opportunities firsthand. He
said the timing is right for
new investments and high-
lighted the state’s plans to
strengthen its semiconductor
ecosystem. Naidu also an-
nounced that a semiconductor
manufacturing plant will soon
be established in the Rayala-
seema region. He said the
area has the potential to
emerge as a hub for defence,
aerospace, electronics, fighter
jet production, and automo-
bile manufacturing.

Representatives from sever-
al semiconductor companies
attended the meeting and dis-
cussed industry prospects
with government officials.
Later, Naidu unveiled a book
titled CBN@361 Degrees:
Polymath at an event organ-
ised by the Kakatiya Cultural
Association. He presented the
first copies to India’s High
Commissioner to Singapore,
Shilpak Ambule, Minister P.
Narayana, and association
representatives. Written by
Sakhamuru Srinivasa Prasad
and translated into English by
retired TAS officer K. V. Sa-
tyanarayana, the book exam-
ines Naidu’s leadership deci-
sions and development vision.
The author compared his de-
cision-making style with not-
ed global leaders, highlighting
Amaravati planning.

Adani-operated Navi Mumbai and Guwahati airports were named
among the world’s most beautiful airports in 2026.

Adani airports win prestigious
global design awards

MUMBAI

Two airports developed by
Adani Airport Holdings Lim-
ited have earned spots on the
world stage. Navi Mumbai
International Airport and Ter-
minal 2 of Guwabhati's Lo-
kapriya Gopinath Bordoloi
International Airport have
been featured in the famous
Prix Versailles World’s Most
Beautiful Airports List 2026.

Announced at the UNES-
CO Headquarters in Paris,
this annual award honors out-
standing architecture. It cele-
brates projects that beautifully
mix innovation, cultural iden-

tity, and sustainability. This
recognition places the compa-
ny among elite global opera-
tors who are completely trans-
forming modern air travel.
The upcoming Navi Mum-
bai International Airport Ter-
minal 1 won praise for its
unique lotus-inspired design.
It mixes futuristic technology
with art to serve as a world-
class gateway for India's
growing economy. Mean-
while, Guwahati's Terminal 2
was celebrated for its stun-
ning architecture inspired by
the local "Bamboo Orchid."
This sustainable design serves
as a beautiful tribute to the

rich biodiversity and cultural
heritage of Northeast India.

The global award honors
new airports that promote
smart sustainability, where
local culture perfectly blends
with environmental care.
Only a few select hubs make
this prestigious list each year.
Other winners on the 2026 list
include major airports located
in the United States, China,
Germany, and Cambodia. By
securing these spots, Adani
has proven its strong commit-
ment to building gorgeous,
eco-friendly aviation hubs
that boost regional tourism
and economic growth.
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Annamalai slams
extreme NEET
exam security rules

CHENNAI

Politician K. Annamalai has
openly criticized the intense
security rules planned for the
upcoming NEET retest on
June 21. While the govern-
ment wants to stop cheating,
Annamalai warns that these
"military-style" measures will
only terrify students who are
already facing immense pres-
sure.

The government plans to
use central armed forces, In-
dian Air Force transport, bio-
metric scans, and strict Al
face-tracking cameras. Even
the Prime Minister's Office
will directly monitor the test.
Annamalai argued that these
dramatic operations belong in
high-security war zones, not
inside regular school class-
rooms during an academic
entrance test.

He pointed out that making
students go through multiple
intense body searches before
entering centers will make
them incredibly nervous. Ad-
ditionally, the government has
extended the test time to 195
minutes. Annamalai believes
this extra time, mixed with
rigid rules, creates a painful

K. Annamalai criticizes
strict security plans for
the NEET retest, calling
them excessive and
warning they may
increase stress and
anxiety among students.

burden instead of helping. He
stated this aggressive ap-
proach goes completely
against national policies that
aim to reduce student anxiety.

To make matters worse,
many students are already
stressed out because they are
struggling to download their
exam hall tickets. Annamalai
urged authorities to find a fair
balance. He emphasized that
protecting the absolute hones-
ty of the exam is important,
but protecting the mental
health of young students must
matter just as much.

Abhishek Banerjee questioned
over poll violence case

KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee
appeared before the West
Bengal Criminal Investiga-
tion Department. The Lok
Sabha member is being
questioned at the CID head-
quarters in Kolkata over an
FIR involving alleged in-
flammatory remarks made
against Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah before the re-
cent assembly elections.

Banerjee arrived at the
Bhabani Bhavan office
slightly ahead of his noon
deadline. He signed the vis-
itors' book before heading
inside to face the interroga-
tion team. Senior investiga-
tors had already spent over
two hours questioning the
high-profile politician about
his campaign speeches.

NDA leaders celebrate

Slovakia honour for Modi

.

NEW DELHI

National Democratic Alliance
leaders are celebrating after
Slovakia awarded Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi its highest
civilian honour. The Order of
the White Double Cross was
presented during his historic
state visit to the Central Euro-
pean nation, marking a major
milestone in global diplomacy.

Reacting to the news, prom-
inent alliance leaders stated
that this grand award belongs
to every single Indian citizen.
Union Minister Giriraj Singh
noted that Slovakia is now the
33rd country to bestow its top
national honor upon the Prime
Minister. He emphasized that
this recognition reflects In-
dia's rising prestige and the
growing global influence of
its 1.5 billion people.

INDIA EUROPE FTA BOOST

Other key leaders, including
Chirag Paswan and Ramdas
Athawale, echoed this pride.
They stated that when a for-
eign nation honors the Prime
Minister, it recognizes the en-
tire country's strength rather
than just an individual.

Observers highlighted that
Modi is the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit Slovakia, an
event set to heavily boost eco-
nomic and strategic ties be-
tween the two countries.

Local politicians and com-
munity leaders also praised
the achievement, stating that
the Prime Minister's global
credibility has never been
stronger. Uttar Pradesh Depu-
ty Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak added that the award
proves the Prime Minister re-
mains one of the world's most
popular leaders.

AJUP Chief
Kabir questions
rebel MPs’ party

switch

KOLKATA

Aam Janata Unnayan Party
(AJUP) chief Humayun
Kabir criticised 20 former
Trinamool Congress Mem-
bers of Parliament who re-
cently decided to join the
National Citizens Party of
India (NCPI), saying they
should have resigned from
their seats before switching
political sides. The rebel
MPs had announced their
decision to join the Tripu-
ra-based party and formally
informed the Lok Sabha
Speaker through a letter
submitted recently.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Kabir said that the
MPs were elected on the
Trinamool Congress symbol
and should have stepped
down if they truly believed
in their new political path.

He argued that resigning
and seeking a fresh mandate
from the people would have
been the right course of ac-
tion. According to Kabir,
the voters should decide
whether the MPs’ criticism
of the Trinamool leadership
is justified.

EU-India trade deal opens new doors

NEW DELHI

A new trade deal between In-
dia and the European Union is
set to supercharge economic
growth for both regions. Fol-
lowing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s four-nation Euro-
pean tour, reports highlights
how this upcoming Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) will
open massive markets and se-
cure global supply chains.
Currently, a huge gap exists
in their trading relationship.
In 2024, the EU stood as In-
dia’s second-largest trading
partner, yet India accounted

for a mere 1.7 percent of the
EU’s total global trade. The
new FTA aims to fix this im-

balance. Under the agree-
ment, the EU will scrap
tariffs on over 90 percent

of its trade lines. This gives
Indian businesses a major
boost to increase their
share in the European mar-
ket.

This tariff reduction is a
lifesaver for India’s textile
and garment sectors. For
years, Indian exporters
faced higher taxes than ri-
vals in Bangladesh and Pa-
kistan. By leveling the
playing field, the deal will
protect small businesses
and create millions of local
jobs.Furthermore, the
agreement brings excellent
news for India’s powerful

technology and services
sectors. It creates clear,
friendly rules for cross-bor-
der digital trade, which will
help expand Global Capa-
bility Centers across India.
Ultimately, this landmark
pact allows European com-
panies to pitch their busi-
nesses to India’s booming
middle class, while giving
India seamless access to
advanced European tech-
nology.

It is a true win-win that
turns commercial ties into
long-term national devel-
opment.

BENGALURU NORTH UNIVERSITY
Sri Devaraj Urs Extension, Tamaka,
Kolar-563 103.

Web:www.bnu.karnataka.gov.in
Email:bnuregistrar@karnataka.gov.in

Date:15.06.2026

E-tender Notification

no: BNU/2026-27/IND0067

The Registrar, Bengaluru North University, Tamaka, Kolar invites
Bids from the eligible and reputed firms for the various Tenders
listed below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public
Procurements (KTPP) Act, the Tenderers who have registered
under E-Governance, Department of Karnataka may participate
through the kppp portal and download the tender document
from the website http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from
10.06.2026 & 11.06.2026. (1) Tender for Comprehensive
Annual Maintenance Contract of Desktops, Computers,
Laptops, Printers, Scanners and Xerox machines for Bangalore
North University, Tamaka, kolar - Tender no: BNU/2026-27/
IND0065. (2) Suply of laptops to Svarna Gange Campus PG
center, mangasandra, Bengaluru North University, Tamaka,
kolar - Tender no: BNU/2026-27/IND0066. (3) Procurement
of Chemicals Glass wares and Lab Equipment to
SuvarnaGange Campus PG center Mangasandra and
University college of Education,Chikkaballapura. Tender

Sd/- REGISTRAR, Bengaluru North University, Kolar
DIPR/Kolar/R.0.No:120/KSMCA/2026-27

/v/\\ BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION
[+ (K o

Office of the Executive Engineer, Pulikeshinagar Division,
Robertson Road, Bangalore.

No: EE/(PN)/TEND/PR/06/ 2026-27

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only-Single Cover System)
Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the undersigned on behalf of the
Commissioner BNCC for the works mentioned below from the registered
contractors of equivalent registration with CPWD/KPWD / Railways / MES

orany State Government Organizations.

The Tender Document can be downloaded from the GOK KPPP Website
hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on payment of prescribed fee noted against
each item of work (non-refundable) in the form of e-Payment through KPPP
platform. The Tenderer should accompany a copy of the valid contractor
Registration and shall be submitted through KPP Portal. (Standard Tender

Date:16-06-2026

DocumentKW1).
Sl. Name of the Work/Est Cost (in Lakhs)/EMD in Rupees
No CAT-1 Works

Improvements to road and drain at Ameen masid and surrounding area
1 |in ward no 31(70)kushalnagar for the year 2025-26. Estimate Cost :
Rs.20.00 Lakhs, EMD Rs.25,000/-.

Improvements to roads and drains at Kaveri nagar cross and
2 |surrounding area in ward no-48(71) Muneshwaranagar for the year
2025-26. Estimate Cost : Rs.10.00 Lakhs, EMD Rs.12,500/-.

Lakhs, EMD Rs.12,500/-.

Construction of new culverts in ward Kaveri nagar in ward no-48(71)
3 | Muneshwaranagar for the year 2025-26. Estimate Cost : Rs.10.00

Calendar of events: (1) Tender Documents may be downloaded from
KPPP portal : 19.06.2026 (2) Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on :22.06.2026
at 15:00 Hrs noon in the office of the Executive Engineer, Pulikeshinagar
Division, Robertson Road, Frazer Town, Bangalore-560 005. (3) Last Date
& Time for Receipts of tenders : 06.07.2026 up to 16:00 hours. (4) Date of
Opening of Financial Bid : 08.07.2026 after 11:30 hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Pulikeshinagar Division,

Bengaluru North City Corporation
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Chennai airport
hosts anti-hijacking
mock drill

CHENNAI
A major anti-hijacking
mock exercise was suc-
cessfully conducted at
Chennai International Air-
port to test emergency re-
sponse readiness. Led by
Tamil Nadu Joint Home
Secretary J Anne Mary
Swarna, the high-profile
drill simulated a realistic
aircraft takeover using a
passenger ground bus.
Over three hundred per-
sonnel from the CISF, lo-
cal police, and major
commercial airlines par-
ticipated in the operation-
al crisis simulation. The
massive security drill also
involved coordinated tac-
tical support from the In-
dian Air Force, Navy, and
Coast Guard. Officials
stated the exercise suc-
cessfully strengthened ci-
vilian-military emergency
protocols to tackle evolv-
ing global aviation
threats.

Minister Kunvarjibhai
vows toendillegal
child labor

GANDHINAGAR
Guijarat Minister Kunvar-
jibhai Bavaliya inaugurat-
ed a major two-day in-
ter-state workshop, call-
ing the elimination of
child labor a vital humani-
tarian responsibility.
Speaking at the event,
which marks World Day
against Child Labour,
Bavaliya highlighted
how migration often
disrupts children’s edu-
cation and sparks ex-
ploitation. To combat
this, Gujarat has
strengthened local task
forces and enhanced
rescue operations for
vulnerable families.
Partnering with UNICEF
and multiple states, of-
ficials are building a
tracking network to en-
sure migrant children
receive proper schooling
and healthcare, proving
that laws alone cannot
fix this deep social
issue.

Jagan demands
maximum vigilance on
voter rolls

TADEPALLI
Former Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy has
placed party coordinators
on high alert for the up-
coming electoral roll re-
vision. During a crucial
review meeting, the YS-
RCP President labeled

the next four weeks criti-
cal for protecting voter
lists. Jagan alleged that
Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu is abus-
ing government machin-
ery to deliberately delete
fifty opposition votes
from every polling
booth. He warned sup-
porters that restoring
wrongfully deleted
names is an uphill bat-
tle, making daily field
monitoring essential. Ja-
gan urged grassroots
leaders and booth
agents to treat thisin-
tensive revision as a mis-
sion to defend democra-
cy and block administra-
tive manipulation.
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Minister Chouhan stresses

advance monsoon planning steps

Agriculture Ministry urges advance planning as El Nifio risks
threaten Kharif 2026 season and rainfall patterns.

NEW DELHI

The Union Agriculture Minis-
try has called for advance
planning in districts that may
face low rainfall as the El
Nino weather pattern threat-
ens to affect the upcoming
farming season. Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han reviewed preparations for
the Kharif 2026 season in a
high-level meeting at Krishi
Bhawan in New Delhi with
senior officials. He said dis-
tricts likely to receive defi-
cient or uneven rainfall must
be identified early so that
crop-wise contingency plans
can be prepared in coordina-
tion with state governments.
The aim is to ensure farmers
receive timely guidance and

support if weather conditions
worsen.

Officials discussed crop tar-
gets, sowing progress, and
overall preparedness across
states. Special attention was
given to increasing cotton
production through better
farming practices, improved
seed selection, intercropping,
and moisture conservation

e a\-_t'f
techniques. The minister also
stressed efforts to boost pro-
ductivity and farmer incomes
by promoting scientific agri-
culture methods and better
resource management in cot-
ton cultivation.Another key
focus of the meeting was the
Pulse Self-Reliance Mission.
Chouhan said the government
aims to reduce dependence on

imports and increase domestic
production of pulses such as
pigeon pea, black gram, and
green gram. The government
noted that India is better pre-
pared to handle a possible
weak monsoon this year due
to higher reservoir levels,
strong foodgrain stocks, and
improvements in agricultural
planning systems.

According to official data,
reservoir storage levels in
May stood at 30.4 per cent of
total capacity, higher than the
average levels recorded
during previous El Nino
years. Officials said these
measures are expected to help
protect farmers from potential
weather-related losses while
maintaining food security
across the country.

O ibcworldnews.com
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Former Bihar
CM Rabri seeks
housing extension

PATNA

Former Bihar Chief Minister
and Leader of Opposition in
the Bihar Legislative Council,
Rabri Devi, has requested an
additional one-month exten-
sion to vacate the government
residence at 10 Circular Road
in Patna after the expiry of a
15-day deadline set by the ad-
ministration. She submitted
an official letter to authorities
seeking more time after the
deadline ended, saying the
family needs additional time
to complete arrangements for
shifting to a new allotted res-
idence.In her request, Rabri
Devi cited the health condi-
tion of her husband, RJD
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav, as
the main reason for the delay.
She said doctors have advised
that he remain in isolation

Rabri Devi seeks one-
month extension to
vacate Patna residence,
citing Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s health and need
for medical
arrangements.

from other family members
due to his vulnerability to in-
fections. She added that a sep-
arate room had been specially
arranged for him at the cur-
rent residence on medical ad-
vice, and similar arrange-
ments will need to be made at
the new bungalow before the
family can move.Lalu Prasad
Yadav has been suffering
from multiple health issues in
recent years, including a kid-
ney transplant in 2022, heart
surgery in 2014, and another
angioplasty in 2024.

DMK Chief
Stalin targets
TN government
failures

CHENNAI

M. K. Stalin, leader of DMK,
criticised Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Vijay’s government
over worsening law and order
in the state. He said people
are living in fear due to rising
crimes against women and
children and demanded stron-
ger action from the adminis-
tration.

He questioned govern-
ment’s claims about police
efficiency and women safety
force Singappen Padai and
asked whether grieving fami-
lies are being heard.

He alleged criminals are
acting without fear and asked
what steps have been taken to
stop offences and protect pub-
lic confidence.

He also criticised the Chief
Minister’s silence on recent
incidents and asked when the
government would respond
more actively to safety con-
cerns.

Tripura Sarinda receives GI tag, boosting cultural heritage and
supporting indigenous artisans and traditional musical craftsmanship.

Traditional Sarinda receives GI
recognition in Tripura

AGARTALA

Tripura has received a major
cultural boost after its tradi-
tional musical instrument, the
“Tripura Sarinda’, was awarded
the Geographical Indication
(GI) tag, strengthening efforts
to preserve the state’s indige-
nous heritage. Chief Minister
Manik Saha said that the rec-
ognition marks an important
step in protecting and promot-
ing Tripura’s folk traditions.
He added that the GI tag will
help preserve the identity of
the instrument and support the
artisans and musicians associ-
ated with it.

The Chief Minister said the
recognition highlights the cre-
ativity and craftsmanship of
tribal communities who have
kept the musical tradition alive
for generations. He also ex-
pressed hope that the instru-
ment will gain wider recogni-

tion at both national and inter-
national levels. With this addi-
tion, Tripura now has four GI-
tagged products, reflecting its
rich cultural and traditional
diversity. The earlier GI-certi-
fied products include the
Queen Pineapple, traditional
tribal textiles such as Risha and
Pachra (Rignai), and Matabari
Peda, a sweet offered as prasad
at the Tripura Sundari Temple.

Officials said the GI tag
helps protect the originality of
these products and prevents
misuse of their names while
also improving market value
and recognition. Tripura is al-
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ready known for its Queen and
Kew varieties of pineapple,
which are widely grown in its
hilly regions and valued for
their taste, aroma, and natural
farming methods.

The state government has
also launched initiatives to pro-
mote pineapple cultivation and
exports, including the “Mission
Queen Pineapple’ programme
aimed at expanding production
and market access. The latest
GI recognition is expected to
further strengthen Tripura’s
cultural identity and support
local communities involved in
traditional arts and crafts.

BJP, Congress target Punjab CM
Mann over Akal Takht remarks

NEW DELHI

Political tensions in Punjab in-
tensified after leaders from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and Congress criticised Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann fol-
lowing strong remarks made by
the Akal Takht over an alleged
objectionable video linked to
him. The Akal Takht, the high-
est temporal seat of Sikh au-
thority, had earlier declared
Mann “anti-Guru” and
issued directions for
social boycott after re-
viewing the video,
which it said hurt Sikh
religious sentiments.
Reacting to the devel-
opment, BJP leaders ac-
cused Mann of repeatedly
changing his stand and failing
to accept the findings of reli-
gious authorities. Punjab BJP
president Kewal Singh Dhillon
said that the Chief Minister
should respect the decision of
the Akal Takht and abide by its
directives. Another BJP leader,
Fateh Jang Singh Bajwa, said
the Sikh clergy had already tak-

NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force has started
a project with Indian industry to
build long-range kamikaze
drones an official said. The plan
includes a limited tender to se-
lect Indian companies for one-
way attack unmanned aerial sys-
tems being developed under the
programme. The project will be
led by the 5 Base Repair Depot
at Sulur near Coimbatore in
Tamil Nadu as the nodal centre.

Kamikaze drones also known

IAF pushes indigenous “Kamikaze” drone project plan

en a serious view of the matter
and that the video had been ver-
ified as genuine after investiga-
tion. He said the issue reflected
badly on the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party.

Congress leaders also criti-
cised Mann, saying the contro-
versy raises serious concerns
about his conduct. One Con-
gress spokesperson said voters
in Punjab would respond

strongly in the upcoming
state elections. Mean-

while, Punjab minister

Aman Arora avoided

making direct com-

ments and said the

Chief Minister would
clarify his position.
Chief Minister Mann has
rejected the allegations, calling
the viral video fake and part of
a conspiracy to damage his im-
age. He said the content does
not match him and claimed it is
being spread as political propa-
ganda. The issue has sparked a
major political and religious
debate in Punjab, with strong
reactions from both ruling and
opposition parties.

JAMMU

Four Indian Army personnel,
including a Junior Commis-
sioned Officer (JCO), were
injured in an accidental land-
mine explosion along the Line
of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Rajouri dis-
trict, officials said. The inci-
dent occurred during an area
domination patrol in the for-
ward Kalal area of the
Nowshera sector when a
landmine was accidentally
triggered. Security officials
said the injured soldiers
were immediately evacuated
to a hospital for treatment.
According to officials, the
explosion is believed to have
been caused by a “drift
mine”, a landmine that shifts
from its original position
due to rain or terrain move-
ment, increasing the risk of
accidental blasts in forward
areas. The LoC in Jammu
and Kashmir remains heavi-
ly guarded by the Army and

LoC landmine explosion
injures four soldiers

is often lined with landmines
as part of anti-infiltration
measures. These mines are
intended to prevent
cross-border infiltration and
movement of armed groups.

Officials said the region
has a long and sensitive bor-
der stretch where such inci-
dents occasionally occur
during patrol operations in
difficult terrain. Security
forces also reported recent
drone sightings in the Rajou-
ri sector, prompting search
operations in nearby villages.
However, no weapons or
suspicious materials were re-
covered during the checks.

Authorities said anti-drone
systems and surveillance
technology have been de-
ployed in border areas to
counter aerial threats and re-
duce cross-border smuggling
attempts involving arms and
narcotics. The Army contin-
ues to maintain high alert
along the LoC, where both
ground infiltration.

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Special Division, R.R. Nagara Zone-1,
No.301, 2nd Floor, Near BEML Complex, 3rd Stage,
BEML Layout, Rajarajeshwarinagara, Bengaluru-560098.

No:BWCC/EE(SD)/RRNZ-1/TEND/01/2026-27 Date: 16-06-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Special Division, R.R. Nagara
Zone-1, BWCC, Bengaluru invites Tenders from eligible
Bidders for the Works detailed below.

Sl.
No.

Name of the Work / Category

(Two Cover Tender System)

Repairs and Maintenance of School and College
Buildings and Other Allied Works in Mallathahalli Ward
1 | No. 43 at Rajarajeshwarinagara Constituency Phase-IV.
(Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 50.00,
EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,00,000/-

Maintenance and Repairs of BBMP Buildings at
2 | Yeshwanthapura Constituency. (ST) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. in Lakhs): 48.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 48,000/-

Repairs and Maintenance of School and College
Buildings and Other Allied Works in G. Hosahalli at
3 | Lingadeeranahalli in Ward No. 27 at Yeshwanthapura
Constituency Phase-IV. (Others) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. in Lakhs): 50.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,00,000/-

(Single Cover Tender System)

Repairs and Maintenance of Community Halls in R.R.
Nagara in Ward No. 45 at Rajarajeshwari Nagara
Constituency Phase-Ill. (SC) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. in Lakhs): 12.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 15,000/-

Providing Rain Water Harvesting in All Parks at
Rajarajeshwari Nagara Constituency Phase-Il. (Others)
- Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 5.00, EMD
Amount (inRs.): 12,500/-

Providing Rain Water Harvesting in BBMP Buildings at
Rajarajeshwari Nagara Constituency Phase-Ill. (SC) -
Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 5.00, EMD Amount
(inRs.): 6,250/-

Repairs and Maintenance of Primary Health Centers in
Herohalli Ward No. 28, Yeshwanthapura Constituency
Phase-IV. (Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs):
5.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 12,500/-

Repairs and Maintenance of Community Halls in
Channanayakana Palya, Thippenahalli Ward No. 26,
5 | Doddabidarakallu at Yeshwanthapura Constituency
Phase-Ill. (Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs):
19.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 47,500/-

Providing Rain Water Harvesting in All Parks at
Yeshwanthapura Constituency Phase-Il. (CAT-I) -
Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 4.00, EMD Amount
(inRs.): 5,000/-

Providing Rain Water Harvesting in BBMP Buildings at
Yeshwanthapura Constituency Phase-Ill. (Others) -
Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 4.00, EMD Amount
(inRs.): 10,000/-

Repairs and Maintenance of Dhobhighats & Other Fixed
Assets in Ward No. 28, Doddabidarakallu at Yeshwanthapura
Constituency. (CAT-lI(A)) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in
Lakhs): 12.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 15,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents can be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 18-06-2026 onwards.
2) Last Date and Time for Tender Queries: 20-06-2026 upto
4.00 PM. 3) Last Date for Submission of Tender Document:
30-06-2026 upto 5.00 PM. 4) Date of Opening of Technical
Bid (for Two Cover System): 01-07-2026 at 5.30 PM. 5) Date
of Opening of Financial Bid (for Single Cover System):
01-07-2026 at 5.30 PM and (for Two Cover System) Will be
intimated to the Technically Qualified Bidders. Further
details can be had from the above office.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Special Division, R.R. Nagara Zone-1, BWCC.

feet and work in day and night
conditions. Defence Minister

2%
Sescoly

GULBARGA ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Office, GESCOM, Kalaburagi Pin Code : 585102
CIN:U04010KA2002SGC030436, Email : gescom.seprojects@gmail.com

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)

No. GESCOM/CEE(0)/SEE (Proj)/EEE (Proj)/AEE/AE-1/EV/2026-27/24871-80

Date : 12-06-2026

| S

as loitering munitions are one-
way self-sacrificing weapons
that fly to targets locate enemies
and explode on impact. Under
the plan the Air Force will hold

intellectual property rights for
the system allowing upgrades
and changes through Indian
companies. The drones are ex-
pected to operate up to 16000

Rajnath Singh has said India
must become a global hub for
drone manufacturing and
strengthen self-reliance. He said
conflicts such as Ukraine and
Middle East show importance of
drone warfare in modern battles.
He added that India must build
all parts including software en-
gines and batteries within the
country. Data from defence in-
novation programmes shows

hundreds of startups.

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

Gulbarga Electricity Supply Company Limited invites tender for the work of
“Construction of 11 KV line from 110kV Sankalapur to KKRTC EV charging station at
Hospet for arranging power supply to 5000kVA HT EV charging station installation at
Hospet O&M Section Unit-1 USD-2 Hospet under total turnkey basis, including supply of all
equipment’s/materials, erection, testing and commissioning under competitive bidding
process from eligible bidders through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only.

The project cost (excluding GST) along with bid documents for said work will be
available in https:/kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 22-06-2026, the prospective bidders
can obtain further details from the office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Chief Engineer Electy.,
(Operations), Corporate Office, GESCOM, Kalaburagi
DIPR/Kalaburagi/220/KSMC&A/2026-27
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Tragic Afghan
bus crash kills
four

KABUL
A devastating mini-bus
accident in eastern Af-
ghanistan’s Wardak prov-
ince has left four travelers
dead, including a mother,
her young child, and two
women. Local police
spokesman Mohammad
Yusuf Israr confirmed that
the vehicle flipped over in
the Saydabad district.
Four other passengers
sustained severe injuries,
with several reportedly in
critical condition. Deadly
traffic accidents are rising
across the country due to
poor roads and reckless
driving. This tragedy fol-
lows another horrific
crash just weeks ago in
Laghman province, which
killed eighteen newly re-
turned Afghan migrants,
including ten children.

Iran executes
protesters for waging
war

DUBAI
Iran has executed two men
accused of being armed
leaders during widespread
anti-government protests
earlier this year. The judici-
ary’s official news outlet,
Mizan, identified the indi-
viduals as Javad Zamani
and Abolfazl Saedi. Both
men were hanged in
Shahrud County after be-
ing convicted of “Mohare-
beh,” a severe Islamic
charge meaning waging
war against God. Authori-
ties also found them guilty
of corruption on earth,
harming public security,
and burning property, in-
cluding a local mosque.

=< CITYSHILIGHTS =

WEDNESDAY » JUNE 17, 2026

US led Gulf oil transfers under scrutiny

A reported US-linked maritime operation in the Gulf uses covert ship-to-ship oil transfers amid regional tensions.

DUBAI

A reported United States
military operation is using
a ship-to-ship oil transfer
system in the Gulf that re-
sembles tactics long used
by Iran to move crude
quietly across waters near
the Strait of Hormuz. The
operation involves coordi-
nated convoys of tankers
that switch off transpon-
ders and travel in stag-

gered positions while
moving oil between ships
at sea.

According to reporting,
dozens of vessels have
taken part since May, with
satellite images showing
repeated transfers near
Fujairah in the United
Arab Emirates and Sohar
in Oman. The system is
described as risky because
ships operate at night with
minimal visibility, in-

creasing chances of colli-
sion and miscommunica-
tion during long transfers
that can last more than a
day. Officials say the ef-
fort is aimed at keeping
Gulf oil exports moving
despite tensions around
Iran and disruptions
linked to conflict in the
region.

At least ninety ships are
believed to be involved,
moving millions of barrels

of crude and petroleum
products through offshore
transfer points monitored
by the US military. Com-
panies including state-
linked Gulf producers and
international shipping op-
erators are said to be par-
ticipating after compli-
ance checks and approval
procedures.

Analysts warn that
while the system helps
maintain flow of energy, it

also raises safety risks and
lacks full transparency for
global markets. This re-
ports the operation re-
flects new ways of man-
aging shipping routes in a
highly sensitive maritime
zone, where geopolitical
tensions continue to
threaten global oil securi-
ty and trade stability
across major energy mar-
kets worldwide in coming
month’s periods.

Australia flags powerful

El Nifio

SYDNEY

Australia’s weather authori-
ties warned that an El Nino
climate pattern has formed in
the tropical Pacific Ocean and
could grow into one of the
strongest in decades in the
second half of 2026.

The Bureau of Meteorology
said sea surface temperatures
in the Pacific have crossed
key thresholds, confirming
the development of El Nino
conditions. It added that most
climate models suggest the
event could intensify further
in the coming months.

Officials said around half of
the forecasts indicate the sys-
tem may reach levels not seen
since the 1950s, making it po-
tentially one of the most pow-
erful events in nearly 70
years.

El Nino is a natural climate
pattern that usually brings
major weather changes across
the world. It is often linked
with reduced rainfall in parts
of Australia, especially on the

east coast, along with hotter
and drier conditions. The bu-
reau warned that such condi-
tions could seriously affect
agriculture, as Australia is a
major global exporter of
wheat, sugar, and beef.

Lower rainfall and heat
stress could impact crop
growth and livestock produc-
tion.

Experts also noted that the
effects of EI Nino may be
worsened by ongoing climate
change, which can increase
temperature extremes and
shift rainfall patterns. The
weather system is also expect-
ed to bring heavy rains to

formation
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Australia warns a
potentially strong El Nifio
could form in 2026,
bringing drought risks
locally and heavy rainfall
disruptions across global
regions.
parts of the Americas, while
disrupting farming activities
in parts of Asia, where food
security concerns are already
high. Australia experienced a
severe El Nino event in 2023
and 2024, which led to one of
the driest periods on record
and affected farm output sig-

nificantly.

Trump urges
diplomatic Ukraine
war settlement

EVIAN-LES-BAINS

US President Donald Trump
called on Russia to move to-
ward a peace deal with
Ukraine following what he
described as a positive meet-
ing with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy during
the G7 summit in France.
Trump said he had a “very
good” discussion with Zelens-
kiy and other G7 leaders and
added that he would do every-
thing possible to help end the
ongoing war. He also said
Russia should take steps to
reach an agreement and bring
the conflict to a close.

The meeting took place on
the sidelines of the G7 sum-
mit held in Evian-les-Bains,
where global leaders gathered
to discuss major international
issues, including the wars in
Ukraine and tensions involv-
ing Iran. Zelenskiy said the
focus of his discussions with
world leaders was strengthen-
ing Ukraine’s air defence sys-

tems and pushing forward
diplomatic efforts aimed at
ending the war. He also
stressed the need for contin-
ued international support.

European leaders at the
summit said they believed
Russia was currently under
pressure on the battlefield and
that Ukraine’s position had
improved in recent months.
They urged stronger backing
for Kyiv to increase its nego-
tiating strength. Trump also
held talks with European part-
ners, who encouraged him to
avoid any weak or temporary
peace arrangements and in-
stead push for a stronger
long-term settlement.

The summit also addressed
tensions in the Middle East,
including concerns over the
Strait of Hormuz and Iran-re-
lated security issues. While
diplomatic efforts continue,
divisions remain among allies
over how to structure future
negotiations and how much
pressure should be placed.

O ibcworldnews.com

Palestinian
doctor’s detention
appeal rejected
by Israeli court

JERUSALEM

Israel’s Supreme Court reject-
ed an appeal seeking the re-
lease of a prominent Palestin-
ian doctor who has been held
without formal charges since
late 2024 after being detained
in Gaza. The case involves
Hussam Abu Safiya, the di-
rector of Kamal Adwan
Hospital in Gaza, who is
among several Palestinian
medical workers being held
in Israel under administra-
tive detention without trial
for more than a year. The
court’s decision was report-
edly based on confidential
information that was not
shared with the doctor or his
legal representative, accord-
ing to his lawyer and rights
groups.

Abu Safiya’s lawyer said
the ruling highlights con-
cerns about prolonged de-
tention without transparent
evidence being presented in
open court. Human rights
organisations have also
raised concerns about fair-
ness and due process in such
cases. The Israeli prison ser-
vice has denied allegations
that the doctor has been mis-
treated. However, rights
groups claim he has faced
poor conditions, including
limited food access and pe-
riods of solitary confine-
ment.

Reports also state that Abu
Safiya appeared recently in a
court hearing via video link,
where he appeared physically
weaker than before. The Is-
raeli military has accused him
of having links to the Pales-
tinian group Hamas, but no
public evidence has been pro-
vided. Gaza health authorities
and Hamas have denied the
allegation.

I, MUNILAKSHMI N W/o
MADHU KUMAR N, R/o 1st
Cross, Gandhi Puram,
Whitefield, Bangalore,
Karnataka-560066, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
LAKSHMI MADHU KUMAR.

I, VINODA R S/o
RANGASWAMAIAH, R/o
Thyamagondlu Hobli,
Kittaiahna Palya,
Doddabele, Nelamangala,
Bangalore Rural,
Karnataka-562132, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
VINODR.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Amrutha Malli Rajaram
Natesan alias Amrutha Arun
Kuttuva D/O Malli Rajaram
Natesan W/0 Arun Sakthimanian
Kuttuva R/0 Flat No. 1809, VRR
Fortuna Sarjapur-Marathahalli
Road Janatha Colony,
Doddakannelli Carmelram,
Bengaluru, Karnataka -
560035, have changed my name
to Amrutha Arun Kuttuva.

I, Shekar B L S/o0 Lakshmi
Narayana G R/o0 689 17th
Main Road Near MEI
Ground MEI Layout
Bagalgunte Bengaluru
Karnataka-560073, | have
changed the name of my
minor daughter Spurthi S
to Vanshika Saanvi S aged
13 years

I, ASHMANTAK S/o
RAMESHWAR NATH, R/o Sri
Lakhsmi, 2nd Floor, No.145,
4th Cross, Shevantige Road,
Arikere Mico Layout, 2nd
Phase, Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560076, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as ASHMANTAK
PANDEY.

1, NINGOJIRAO K.Y. alias NINGOJI
RAO YELLOJI RAO KOLEKAR alias
K.Y. NINGOJI RAO alias NINGOJI
RAOKY S/o KN YELLOJIRAO, R/o
200 3rd D Cross, 2nd Block, 3rd
Stage, Near Ambedkar Stadium,
Basaveshwaranagar, Bangalore
North, Bangalore, Karnataka-
560079, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
NINGOJI RAO YELLOJI RAO
KOLEKAR.

_ NAME CHANGE

. NAME CHANGE

[, MUIZZ AHMED, S/o Waseem
Pasha, Residing at No.26 21st
Cross HSR Layout 7th Sector
Bommanahalli Bangalore-560068,
have changed my name to MUIZZ
PASHA, Vide Affidavit Dated: 16-06-
2026 Before Notary R.BASAVARAJA,
Bengaluru.

|, MADEEHA ANSAR W/o, Syed
Ansar Pasha resident of No 13,

F Cross New Gurappanapalya,
Dharmaram College Post
Bengaluru-560029, have changed my
name to MADEEHA, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 16-06-2026 Before Notary R.
BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Mrs. K.N. Mahalakshmi
(deceased), resident of K.P. Doddi
Village, Kailancha Hobli, Ramanagara
Taluk, represented by Sri K.N.
Venkatesh son of Late K.N.
Narayanaswamy, hereby informs
the general public as follows:
The immovable property situated
at K.P. Doddi Village, under
Hunasanahalli Gram Panchayat,
Kailancha Hobli, Ramanagara Taluk,
bearing Khaneshumari No.
194/2 (Property No.
152900401201400524), measuring
34 feet x 26 feet 68 inches (subject to
verification), is bounded as follows:
East By: Property of Ramachandra
Rao and Radhamma, West By:
Property of Shivanna, North By:
Property of Sakamma and Revanna,
South By: Government Road.
The above property has devolved
upon my client through inheritance.
If any person has any right, title,
interest, claim, objection, dispute,
charge, lien, encumbrance, or any
other claim whatsoever in respect
of the above property, such person
is hereby called upon to submit the
same, together with supporting
documents, either to my client or to
the undersigned advocate within 7
(seven) days from the date of
publication of this notice.
Failing which, it shall be presumed
that no person has any claim over
the said property, and further action
will be taken accordingly without
any reference to such claims.
Contact Address:

M.C. Devendra, B.Com., LL.B.,
Advocate, Venkataswamy Building,
Opposite Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Bhavan,
Court Road, Ijoor, Ramanagara-
562159, Mobile: 9448538346

BYC leaders protest jail
trial inside Quetta prison

QUETTA

Leaders of the Baloch Yakje-
hti Committee (BYC) staged
a sit-in protest inside Huda
Jail in Quetta, opposing what
they described as a “faceless
trial” and calling the legal
process unfair and unconstitu-
tional. The protest, which en-
tered its third consecutive
day, was reported by the or-
ganisation in a statement
shared on social media. The
group alleged that authorities
have imposed strict restric-
tions inside the prison and are
preventing normal access to
detainees.

According to BYC, rela-
tives and lawyers of the de-
tained leaders have been wait-
ing for hours outside the jail
but are not being allowed to
meet them. The group
claimed this has raised fears
that the prisoners are being
pressured or harassed while in
custody. The organisation de-
manded that all legal and hu-

Raloh Hmcriln Resit

man rights of political detain-
ees be respected and called
for an immediate end to what
it called an “illegal and face-
less trial.” It also urged au-
thorities to stop what it de-
scribed as unfair judicial pro-
ceedings.

BYC leaders said they have
been in custody for around 14
months and claimed they have
faced both physical and men-
tal hardship during this peri-
od. They argued that repeated
changes in trial procedures
show a lack of transparency
and fairness in the process.
Among those detained is
BYC chief organiser Mahrang
Baloch, who has been held
since March 2025. Her deten-
tion has drawn criticism from
human rights groups and po-
litical organisations. The Ba-
loch National Movement also
expressed concern, calling the
proceedings unjust and alleg-
ing that the judicial process
lacks independence and trans-
parency in the case.
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China, Myanmar discuss
economic cooperation plans

BEIJING

China gave a formal welcome
to Myanmar’s President Min
Aung Hlaing during his state
visit to Beijing, marking a
major diplomatic moment for
the former military chief as he
seeks wider recognition of his
leadership. The visit included
a ceremonial reception at the
Great Hall of the People,
where Chinese President Xi
Jinping met Min Aung
Hlaing. The trip is being seen
as a significant step for
Myanmar’s military-backed
administration, which has
faced strong international crit-
icism since taking power after
the 2021 coup.

Reports say the visit gives
Min Aung Hlaing a boost in

legitimacy, especially after a
recent election that excluded
major opposition groups and
resulted in an army-supported
government taking power.
China, Myanmar’s largest
trading partner, is expected to
focus discussions on econom-
ic projects, border trade, and
resource development. Key
topics likely include infra-
structure projects under Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative
and access to rare earth min-
erals from border regions.
The delegation also in-
cludes officials from Myan-
mar’s Kachin and Shan states,
areas that share borders with
China and are rich in natural
resources. These regions have
also seen ongoing armed con-
flict between the military and

ethnic armed groups. Experts
believe projects such as the
long-stalled Myitsone Dam
may be discussed again
during the visit, along with
wider investment and trade
agreements between the two
countries.

Myanmar has been in civil
war since the 2021 military
takeover, which triggered na-
tionwide protests and armed
resistance. The conflict has
killed tens of thousands and
displaced millions of people.
Observers note that China
continues to play a key role in
Myanmar through trade, di-
plomacy, and strategic influ-
ence, while also managing its
own security and economic
interests along the border re-
gion.

BRITAIN TARGETS RUSSIAN WAR FUNDING NETWORK

LONDON

Britain announced a fresh
round of sanctions against
Russia, targeting ships, banks,
and companies it says are
helping fund and support
Moscow’s war efforts in
Ukraine. The measures in-
clude restrictions on the bank-
ing arm of Russian tech firm
Yandex, along with two other
financial institutions and doz-
ens of oil and gas vessels ac-
cused of helping export Rus-

sian energy in violation of
Western sanctions. UK offi-
cials said more than 20 oil
tankers and several liquefied
natural gas carriers have been
blacklisted as part of the
crackdown. The government
also said this is the first time
a Group of Seven nation has
sanctioned ships linked to
Russia’s Arctic LNG 2 energy
project.

Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said the sanctions are
aimed at cutting off the mon-

ey, shipping routes, and net-
works that support Russia’s
wartime economy and pose
risks to European security.
Britain also targeted what it
described as Russia’s “shad-
ow fleet,” a group of ageing
ships registered in different
countries and used to secretly
transport oil while avoiding
sanctions. Officials said near-
ly 600 such vessels have now
been sanctioned by the UK. In
addition, the UK said it dis-
rupted a covert procurement.

Red Cross warns Congo Ebola crisis may last a year

NAIROBI

The Red Cross has warned
that the Ebola outbreak in
eastern Democratic Republic
of Congo has not yet reached
its peak and could continue
for up to a year. An official
from the International Feder-
ation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies said that it
is still unclear how far the dis-
ease has spread, but the worst
phase may still lie ahead.
Health data shows more
than 800 suspected and con-
firmed cases of Ebola have
been reported so far, with at

least 192 deaths. The outbreak
involves the rare Bundibugyo
strain, for which no proven
vaccine or treatment is cur-
rently available. The disease
is known to spread through
direct contact with infected
bodily fluids, and can remain
contagious even after death,
making control efforts more
difficult in affected areas.

Officials said the virus is
spreading across three prov-
inces in eastern Congo, and
the true scale of the outbreak
is still not fully known more
than a month after it was first
declared.

Response teams have faced
serious challenges, including
a lack of treatment centers
and resistance from local

communities to strict health
and hygiene measures.

Red Cross workers in-
volved in safe burials and

community outreach have
also reported threats, verbal
abuse, and attacks in recent
days, according to officials.
Health responders stressed
that building trust with com-
munities is essential to con-
trolling the outbreak, saying
that cooperation is necessary
for survival in such emergen-
cies.

Authorities and aid groups
continue to expand efforts to
contain the spread, but ex-
perts warn that the situation
remains unstable and may
take a long time to bring un-
der control.
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Iran Fights Back
Twice ToHold

New Zealand
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Iran earned a dramatic draw against New Zealand in a
thrilling World Cup Group G encounter

INGLEWOOD

Iran produced a spirited
comeback performance to se-
cure a 2-2 draw against New
Zealand national football
team in an entertaining Group
G match at Los Angeles Sta-
dium. The closely contested
encounter saw Iran come
from behind twice to earn a
valuable point in front of a
crowd exceeding 70,000 spec-
tators.

The match took place
against a politically charged
backdrop, with some support-
ers expressing views related
to developments in Iran and
recent geopolitical tensions.
Despite the atmosphere sur-
rounding the event, the focus
quickly shifted to an engaging
contest on the field.

New Zealand made an ideal
start when forward Elijah Just
opened the scoring early in
the match. The goal came af-
ter captain Chris Wood pro-
vided a precise pass inside the
penalty area, allowing Just to
finish confidently and give
the All Whites an early advan-
tage.

Iran gradually settled into
the contest and found an

cadilf

half-hour mark. Defender
Ramin Rezaeian reacted
quickest after a shot was
blocked by a defender and
calmly poked the rebound
past the advancing goalkeep-
er. The goal sparked celebra-
tions among the large number
of Iranian supporters in atten-
dance.

The second half began in a
similar fashion to the first,
with New Zealand once again

played a key role, delivering
a well-weighted pass that
found Elijah Just in space.
The forward made no mis-
take, striking powerfully to
score his second goal of the
evening and restore New Zea-
land's advantage.

However, Iran refused to
surrender and produced an-
other response ten minutes
later. Rezaeian turned provid-
er this time, delivering an ac-
curate cross into the penalty
area. Winger Mohammad Mo-
hebbi met the delivery per-
fectly, directing a header into
the net via the far post to lev-
el the score at 2-2.

As the match entered its
closing stages, Iran appeared
the more dangerous side and
created several promising op-
portunities. The Asian side
pushed hard for a winning
goal, but New Zealand's de-
fense managed to hold firm
and preserve the draw until
the final whistle.

Following the match, Re-
zaeian dedicated his perfor-
mance to his family and the
people of Iran, expressing
gratitude for their support
during difficult times. The re-
sult leaves Group G finely
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ATLANTA

Cape Verde produced one of
the biggest surprises of the
World Cup so far by holding
European champions Spain
national football team to a
goalless draw in their tourna-
ment debut. The African na-
tion delivered a courageous
defensive performance to
frustrate one of the world's
strongest teams and secure a
historic point in Group H.

Spain dominated almost ev-
ery statistical category
throughout the match, enjoy-
ing nearly 75 percent posses-
sion and creating 27 goal at-
tempts. However, despite
controlling the ball for long
periods and spending much of
the game in the opposition
half, the Spaniards were un-
able to find a way past veter-
an Cape Verde goalkeeper
Vozinha.

The 40-year-old goalkeeper
emerged as the hero of the
night, producing a series of
crucial saves to preserve the
clean sheet. His performance
earned him the Player of the
Match award, and he was vis-
ibly emotional at the final
whistle after helping his coun-
try achieve a remarkable re-
sult on its first appearance at
a FIFA World Cup.

Cape Verde adopted a high-
ly disciplined defensive strat-
egy from the opening min-
utes. The team often defended
with a five-man backline and

packed players around their
penalty area, creating a formi-
dable barrier against Spain's
attacking threats. While the
European side moved the ball
patiently from side to side
searching for openings, the
African debutants remained
organized, composed, and de-
termined.

The defensive effort was °

particularly notable be-
cause Cape Verde man-
aged to maintain their
structure without resorting
to excessive fouling. /
The team conceded
only one foul /
throughout the .
match, the fewest y
recorded by any
side in a FIFA
World Cup game
since such records
began in 1966.

Spain's tactical ap-
proach also came under
scrutiny. Head coach Luis de
la Fuente opted to leave excit-
ing wingers Lamine Yamal
and Nico Williams on the
bench at the start. In their ab-
sence, Ferran Torres and Gavi
struggled to provide the pace
and creativity needed to break
down Cape Verde's compact
defensive setup.

The result brought back
memories of Spain's frustrat-
ing elimination against Mo-
rocco in the round of 16 at the
2022 World Cup, where they
also dominated possession but
failed to convert their superi-
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ority into goals. Once again,
Spain found themselves fac-
ing a well-organized defen-
sive unit that successfully
absorbed wave after wave of
pressure. After the match,
Spain captain Rodri acknowl-
edged his team's disappoint-
ment but insisted there was
little to criticize regarding
their overall performance. He
noted that Spain had expected
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a patient contest against a
deeply defensive opponent
and admitted that finishing
remained the key area requir-
ing improvement.

For Cape Verde, however,
the draw represented a land-
mark achievement. The result
not only earned the nation its
first World Cup point but also
showecased its ability to com-
pete against elite opposition.

LUKAKU INSPIRES BELGIUM

TO DRAW AGAINST EGYPT

. SEATTLE

equalizer shortly after the balanced.

Iran World Cup Opener Played
Amid Political Tensions

taking the lead. Chris Wood Belgium fought back from a
goal down to secure a 1-1
draw against Egypt national
football team in their opening
Group G match of the FIFA
.~ World Cup. The Europe-

an side was rescued by

INGLEWOOD

Iran began its World Cup
campaign with a 2-2 draw
against New Zealand national
football team in Los Angeles,
but the match attracted atten-
tion not only for the action on
the field but also for the polit-
ical atmosphere surrounding
the event. The encounter took
place in front of a large crowd
that included both passionate
supporters of the national

for the fixture. Many mem-
bers of the local Iranian dias-
pora left their homeland fol-
lowing the 1979 Islamic Rev-
olution, and opinions within
the community remain deeply
divided regarding political de-
velopments in Iran.

While a significant number
of spectators enthusiastically
supported the Iranian team
throughout the match, many
also used the occasion to ex-
press political views. Numer-

sports and pol- / h
itics within |
parts of the
Iranian diaspora |
community. ;

Outside the §
stadium, several
hundred dem- /
onstrators gath-
ered to protest §
against the Ira-
nian govern-
ment. Protest- g
ers carried ban-

the influential introduc-
tion of star striker Ro-

melu Lukaku, whose pres-
ence helped Belgium avoid
defeat in a closely contested
encounter.

Egypt stunned Belgium by
taking the lead against the run
of play in the 19th minute.

Midfielder Emam
Ashour pro-
—~ duced a

powerful

strike to
score his

team and Iranian Americans ous fans displayed the ners and first in-
expressing opposition to the  pre-revolutionary Lion and  flags ex- terna-
government in Tehran. Sun flag, a symbol associated press- tional

The match came at a partic- ~ with Iran before 1979 and 1 n g goal and

ularly sensitive moment fol- now frequently used by oppo- S ‘ give the
lowing the announcement of a  groups critical of the current  sition ‘ A ' African
peace agreement aimed at government. The flags were t o O, side a valuable advantage. The
ending a conflict that began  visible throughout the stadium  Teh- | N goal boosted Egypt's confi-
after military action involving  as supporters sought to distin- ran's

the United States and Isracl  guish their support for the na-  lead-

against Iran earlier this year.
Iran's players arrived in the
United States only a day be-
fore the match, travelling
from their training base in Ti-
juana, Mexico.

Los Angeles, which is home
to one of the world's largest
Iranian communities outside
Iran, provided a unique setting

F.

tional team from their political
opinions.

Some attendees went fur-
ther by openly supporting
New Zealand or expressing
dissatisfaction with Iran's
team, which certain critics
view as representing the state.
These actions highlighted the
complex relationship between

ership while drawing attention
to issues they believe deserve
international focus.

Despite concerns raised be-
fore the match, security per-
sonnel permitted many spec-
tators carrying Lion and Sun
flags or wearing clothing fea-
turing the symbol to enter the
venue.

New Zealand's
Garbett ruled
out of World
Cup with
injury

FORT LAUDERDALE

New Zealand midfielder Matt Garbett has
been ruled out of the World Cup after suf-
fering a hamstring injury in training ahead
of his side's 2-2 draw with Iran in their
Group G opener. The whole squad’s
thoughts are with Matt at this time and we
are gutted he won’t be able to play in the
tournament, New Zealand Football said in
a social media post. Auckland FC forward
Logan Rogerson has been called up as a
replacement for Garbett, who plays for Pe-
terborough United in England's third tier.
Matty’s a good mate of mine and I am re-
ally gutted for him, Rogerson said in an
Auckland statement. It’s a weird feeling to
be honest, slightly conflicted as I am also
buzzing to get out there and meet up with

A the team.

Uruguay held to

1-1 draw by Saudi

Arabia in World
Cup opener

MIAMI

Saudi Arabia and Uruguay
played out a 1-1 draw in their
Group H World Cup opener
after Abdulelah Al Amri's
opener for the Gulf nation
was cancelled out by Maxi
Araujo in a game where both
sides profited from goalkeep-
ing errors. The first half was
dominated by Uruguay but
Saudi Arabia took the lead
against the run of play in the
41st minute when Fernando
Muslera made a costly error
on a set-piece, parrying the
ball into the path of Al Amri
who poked the ball past the
veteran keeper. The majority
of the second period was
played in Saudi Arabia's half
as Uruguay frantically
searched for an equaliser and
their persistence paid off
when goalkeeper Mohammed
Al Owais also made an error
when a save fell nicely for
Araujo to fire home.

dence and increased hopes of
recording a historic World Cup
victory.

Belgium dominated posses-
sion and created several oppor-
tunities to level the score be-
fore halftime. However, the
team's finishing let them down.
Winger Jeremy Doku missed a
promising chance when he
sliced his effort wide, while
captain Kevin De Bruyne came
agonizingly close with a free
kick that struck the post.

As the match progressed,
Egypt continued to defend res-
olutely and looked increasing-
ly capable of preserving their
lead. However, Belgium coach
Rudi Garcia decided to intro-
duce Romelu Lukaku in the
66th minute, a move that im-
mediately transformed the
game.

Just seconds after entering
the field, Lukaku's impact was
felt. The striker's presence
caused problems for the Egyp-
tian defense, and a dangerous
cross into the penalty area re-

ball into his own net. The un-
fortunate own goal brought
Belgium level and shifted mo-
mentum in favor of the Euro-
pean side.

The closing stages produced
opportunities for both teams as
neither side appeared satisfied
with a draw. Egypt continued
to attack whenever possible,
while Belgium pushed forward
in search of a winner. Lukaku
came closest to deciding the
contest when he missed a gold-
en opportunity to score with a
header just two minutes before
the end of normal time.

Following the match, Rudi
Garcia praised Lukaku's influ-
ence and highlighted the psy-
chological effect the striker has
on opponents. The Belgium
coach suggested that even
when Lukaku is unable to start
matches, he remains a power-
ful weapon capable of chang-
ing games from the bench.

Garcia also remained opti-
mistic about Belgium's chanc-
es of progressing from the

sulted in defender Mohamed
Hany inadvertently turning the

group despite the dropped
points.

Football fans in Gaza continue following the World Cup despite
displacement, destruction, and ongoing insecurity

Gazans Follow World Cup amid
Hardships and Conflict

CAIRO

For many residents of Gaza,
the FIFA World Cup has be-
come a rare source of distrac-
tion and hope amid years of
conflict, displacement, and
uncertainty. Despite severe
challenges, football enthusi-
asts across the territory are
making extraordinary efforts
to follow the tournament,
demonstrating the enduring
power of sport even during
difficult times.

Among them 1is Fadi
Al-Arawi, a player in the Gaza
Strip Premier League who has
been unable to compete pro-
fessionally since sporting ac-
tivities were suspended fol-
lowing the outbreak of war
more than two years ago. Like
countless others in Gaza,
Al-Arawi no longer has a per-
manent home and now lives in
temporary shelter conditions.

As the World Cup match be-
tween Qatar national football
team and Switzerland national
football team approached,
Al-Arawi gathered with
friends inside a school con-
verted into a shelter for dis-
placed families in Khan You-
nis. Wearing his old Gaza
Sports Club uniform and med-
als earned during his football
career, he attempted to secure
an internet connection through

a laptop so the group could
watch the match.

Internet disruptions, elec-
tricity shortages, and ongoing
security concerns have made
following the tournament a
challenge for many Gazans.
According to residents, unsta-
ble communications and infra-
structure damage frequently
interrupt broadcasts and online
access, forcing supporters to
rely on alternative methods to
stay connected with the com-
petition.

The conflict has had a dev-
astating impact on Gaza's in-
frastructure, with extensive
destruction affecting homes,
public facilities, and sporting
venues. Even after periods of
reduced hostilities, many resi-
dents continue to face difficult
living conditions in over-
crowded shelters, damaged

buildings, and temporary
camps.

Despite these hardships,
football remains deeply im-
portant to local communities.
Cafes and gathering places
have become key venues
where residents can watch
matches together whenever
electricity and internet access
allow. In Gaza City, café¢ own-
er Alaa Babli has invested in
alternative power systems and
backup batteries to ensure
World Cup matches can still
be shown after fuel-powered
generators are switched off.

Supporters continue to gath-
er despite concerns about safe-
ty. Many view the opportunity
to watch football as a brief
escape from the pressures of
daily life and a chance to share
moments of normalcy with
family and friends.
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TCS faces S70 mn
exceptional expense
after setback inUS

CHNEWS, New Delhi
IT services major Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS) on Tuesday said it
will make an additional
provision of $70 million
towards damages, interest
and legal costs after the
United States Supre me
Court declined to review a
lower court judgmentinits
long-running legal dispute
with Computer Sciences
Corporation (CSC) -- now
known as DXC Technolo-
gy. Inare gulatory filing,
the compa ny said the US
Supre me Court denied its
petition for a writ of certio-
rari see king a review of
the judgment passed by
the United States Court of
Appeals for the Fifth
CircuitonJune15.

SpaceX shares climb
above $220, nears
Microsoft

CH NEWS, Washington
Shares of Elon Musk-back
ed space and satellite
company SpaceX contin-
ued their remarkable
post-listing rally, with the
stock trading above $220
in overnight trading and
pushing the company’s
market capitalisation
close to tech giant Micro-
soft, a market commen-
tary platform said on
Tuesday. In a post on X,
The Kobeissi Letter said
SpaceX is now valued at
less than $100 billion be-
low Microsoft, while the
stock has gained about
63 per cent fromits IPO
price of $135 per share sin
ce its market debut on Ju
ne 12. The rally has propell
ed the combined market
capitalisation of Spa ceX
and Tesla to a record $4.4
trillion, exceeding Apple’s
market value and ap-
proaching that of Google,
according to the platform.

Technical issue:
Al Express flight
lands safely

CH NEWS, Kannur
The passengers of an Air
India Express flight from

Kerala’s Kannur to Jeddah
went through tense mo-
ments on Tuesday after
the aircraft developed a

suspected technical prob-

lem shortly after take-off,

forcing the crew to return
to Kannur International

Airport. The flig ht, which
took off from Ka nnur at
around 7.03 a.m., detect-
ed a technical snag ap-
proximately 30 minute s

into the journey. Following
standard safety proce-
dures, the pilots decided
to return to the airport of
origin instead of contin
uing the international flig
ht. However, since the air-
craft was carrying a heavy
fuel load for the long-haul
journey to Jeddah, the
crew had to reduce the fu
el weight before landing.
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Bharat Innovates 2026 Attracts

Ma|or DeepTech Investment Interest

Bharat Innovates 2026 generated substantial investments and strengthened global partnersh|ps,
boosting India’s rapidly growing innovation ecosystem.

NEW DELHI

The second day of the ongoing
three-day Bharat Innovates
2026 summit witnessed signif-
icant progress in attracting in-
vestment and fostering innova-
tion, with funding commit-
ments and advanced-stage in-
vestments totaling approxi-
mately $254.5 million. Accord-
ing to an official statement re-
leased on Tuesday, the event
generated strong investor inter-
est in Indian DeepTech startups
and reinforced India’s position
as a growing hub for techno-
logical innovation.

Organized with the objective
of connecting India’s innova-
tion ecosystem with interna-
tional capital and expertise, the
summit brought together global

investors, industry leaders, re-
searchers, policymakers, startup
founders, and academic institu-
tions. The Ministry of Educa-
tion stated that the gathering
focused on accelerating innova-
tion, strengthening technology
partnerships, and advancing the
commercialization of cut-
ting-edge DeepTech solutions.
The day commenced with an
innovation showcase featuring
technologies developed by Indi-

an startups and leading higher
education institutions. The exhi-
bition covered a broad range of
sectors, including biotechnolo-
gy, semiconductors, advanced
manufacturing, healthcare, en-
ergy, mobility, space technolo-
gy, and artificial intelligence.
Participants had the opportunity
to explore emerging technolo-
gies that could play a significant
role in addressing future global
challenges.

Several high-level discus-
sions were also conducted
during the summit, involving
prominent leaders from indus-
try, investment firms, and re-
search organizations. These
discussions addressed topics
such as bio-innovation, ad-
vanced manufacturing, space
technology, defense supply
chains, and international in-
vestment opportunities. Experts
emphasized the need for patient
capital, stronger international
collaboration, and effective
mechanisms to transform re-
search outcomes into commer-
cially viable products.

A major attraction of the sec-
ond day was the investor-start-
up engagement program. More
than 80 DeepTech startups pre-
sented their innovations before

panels consisting of over 50
global investors representing
more than 10 countries. The
participating startups showcased

solutions across six key sectors,
including space and defense,

artificial intelligence and semi-
conductors, healthcare and med-
ical technology, biotechnology
and agricultural technology,

energy and climate solutions,
and advanced manufacturing.

The ministry reported that
the sessions facilitated direct :
interactions between startups
and global venture funds as |
well as corporate venture capi-
tal firms. More than 40 startups
secured confirmed follow-up

commitments from investors,

highlighting the strong confi-
dence in India’s innova- |

tion-driven enterprises.

12 years of Naya Bharat Nirman’: PM Modi
reiterates focus on next-gen infrastructure

NEW DELHI

Marking ‘12 years of Naya
Bharat Nirman,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday said
that the past decade has wit-
nessed record infrastructure
development across the country
and reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to building
next-generation infrastructure
to realise the vision of a ‘Viksit
Bharat.’

Taking to X with the hashtag
#12YearsOfNayaBharatNir-
man, Prime Minister Modi stat-
ed, The last decade has wit-
nessed record infrastructure
upgrading. We are committed to
building next-generation infra-
structure for the people of our
nation to realise our vision of a
Viksit Bharat. The Prime Min-
ister also shared a thread posted
by ‘MyGovlndia,” highlighting
the country’s infrastructure achi
evements over the last 12 years.

The strength of a nation is
reflected in its ability to connect
people, markets, and opportuni-
ties. India’s infrastructure trans-
formation over the last 12 years
has accelerated mobility,

g oL

strengthened logistics, and un-
locked new avenues of growth.
Greater connectivity is not only
reducing distances but also ex-
panding opportunities and
strengthening the foundations
of a more prosperous India, the
MyGovlIndia post said.

According to the thread, In-
dia’s road infrastructure has
witnessed unprecedented
growth over the past 12 years.
The length of National High-
ways increased from 91,287 km
to 1,46,572 km, while the pace
of highway construction nearly
tripled from 12 km per day to
34 km per day.

More than 55,000 km of high
ways have been added during
this period, significantly en-
hancing mobility and economic
activity across the country.

The post further highlighted

the rapid expansion of India’s !
railway infrastructure. Broad :
¢ The government has amended
¢ the Drugs Rules, 1945 (Fifth
¢ Amendment), removing an ex-
making India one of the world’s { emption that allowed the sale
i of cough syrups in small vil-
i lages without compliance with
¢ certain retail licensing require-
¢ ments, according to an official
. statement on Tuesday.

gauge eclectrification has in-
creased from 20 per cent in
2014 to 99.6 per cent in 2026,

largest electrified railway net-
works. A total of 69,873 route
kilometres of rail tracks have
been electrified, while 25 states
have achieved 100 per cent rail-
way electrification.

In addition, over 1,330 Amrit : through a notification and in-
i volves the omission of the wor
i d ‘syrup’ from Schedule K of
i the Drugs Rules, 1945, accord-
¢ ing to the statement from the
¢ Ministry of Health and Family
i Welfare. Schedule K provides
: exemptions from certain provi-
: sions of the Drugs and Cos-

Bharat stations are being devel-
oped and modernised. MyGov-
India also noted that Vande
Bharat trains have transformed
rail travel through improved
speed, comfort, and efficiency.
At present, 164 Vande Bharat
train services operate across

274 districts. Nearly four crore
: fra med under it for specified
i categories of drugs, it said.

senting a 34 per cent annual
increase. The recently launched  :
Vande Bharat Sleeper trains :
have further strengthened '
long-distance connectivity, re- :
cording full occupancy and :
serving more than 1.2 lakh pas-
sengers within just three :

passengers travelled on these
services during FY26, repre-

months of operation.

Andhra Pradesh Emerges As Promising
Semlconductor Investment Hub

AMRAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu on Tuesday
positioned the state as an attrac-
tive destination for semiconduc-
tor manufacturing, inviting en-
trepreneurs from Singapore to
explore investment opportuni-
ties and examine the state’s
business-friendly policies.
Speaking at the Semicon Eco-
system roundtable conference in
Singapore, Naidu emphasized
the state’s readiness to support
large-scale industrial projects
and technological development.

The Chief Minister addres
sed industry leaders and repre-
sentatives from semiconductor
manufacturing companies on
the second day of his two-day
visit to Singapore. He highligh
ted Andhra Pradesh’s commit-
ment to a Speed of Doing Busi-
ness approach, which aims to
simplify procedures, accelerate
approvals, and create a favor-

.

Chief Mmlster
Chandrababu Naidu
promoted Andhra Pradesh
as a leading destination
for semiconductor
investments and growth.

able environment for investors.
According to Naidu, the state is
well-prepared to accommodate
global companies seeking reli-
able and efficient locations for
expansion.

During his address, Naidu
stressed that India remains one
of the safest and most secure
destinations for international
investments. He noted that
Andhra Pradesh, with its strate-
gic policies and infrastructure
development initiatives, offers

significant advantages for busi- :
nesses seeking long-term grow :
th. He encouraged Singapore- !
based entrepreneurs to visit the
¢ rejection of vehicle insurance
gain firsthand know ledge of the
opportunities avail able. Ac-
i Press Information Bureau’s

state within the next 30 days to

cording to an official statement,

the Chief Minister outlined ex- :
tensive prospects in semicon-
ductor manufacturing and re-
vealed that a semiconductor
production facility wou Id soon
be established in the Rayalasee-
ma region. He explained that
the region possesses immense :

potential to develop into a major

tors such as defense, aer ospace,

ctor industry representatives,

pects, technological collaboratio
n, future growth opportunities.

Cough syrups to be sold only
through licensed pharmacies

NEW DELHI

The amendment was notified

metics Act, 1940, and the rules

Before the amendment, the
provision allowed cough syr-
ups to be sold in villages with :
a population of less than 1,000 :
without requiring compliance
with certain retail sale licens-
ing norms. With the latest !
change, the exemption will no :

longer apply to cough syrups.

Now, the sale and dispensing
of cough syrups in such villag- :
es will now have to be carried :
out only through duly licensed
pharmacies in accordance with :

the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, and the Drugs Rules,

1945. In addition, the Health :
Ministry said the amendment
has been introduced to streng
then regulatory oversight of :
syrup formulations and align :
the exemption framework with
current public health and safety :

requirements.
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Centre refutes
reports on
deep- sea

energy pipeline

NEW DELHI

The government on Tues-
day refuted media reports
that it is pursuing a deep-
sea energy pipeline, con-
necting Gujarat to Oman
and other Gulf countries. In
a clarification, the Petro-
leum Ministry said it has
noticed a series of media
reports suggesting that the
Government of India is ac-
tively pursuing a deep-sea
energy pipeline, sometimes
referred to as the Middle
East-India Deepwater Pipe-
line (MEIDP), connecting
Gujarat to Oman and other
Gulf countries.

The Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas wish-
es to categorically clarify
that no such proposal is
currently under consider-
ation by this Ministry.
There are no active discus-
sions or negotiations with
Oman or any other Gu If
countries on this project at
any level in this Minis try, it
said in a statement. This
clarification is issued to put
all speculation in this re-
gard to rest, added the min-
istry.

Meanwhile, the Mal-
ta-flagged LNG carrier DI-
SHA, managed by a Ship-
ping Corporation of In-
dia-led consortium, safely
transited the Strait of Hor-
muz on Monday with a car-
go of 62,370 metric tonnes
of LNG bound for Dahej in
Gujarat, and is likely to
reach India on June 18.

The government said it
remains in continuous coor-
dination with the Ministry of
External Affairs, Indian mis-
sions abroad, shipping com-
panies, and other relevant
sta keholders to ensure the
safety and welfare of Indian
seafarers and provide all as-
sistance. Port operations
across India remain normal,
with no congestion reported.

Government clarified that using E20 fuel does not affect motor
insurance validity or claim settlements.

Government Refutes E20 Fuel
Insurance Claim Rumours

. NEW DELHI

The government on Tuesday
firmly rejected claims circulat-
ing on social media that the use
of E20 fuel could result in the

claims. Addressing growing
concerns among motorists, the

Fact Check unit clarified that
motor insurance policies remain
fully valid for vehicles operat-
ing on E20 fuel and that no
such restrictions exist.

The clarification was issued
following the spread of social
media posts suggesting that ve-

¢ hicle owners using E20 fuel
industrial center supporting sec-
{ ing insurance coverage or se-
electronics, fighter aircraft pro- :
duction, and automobile manufa :
cturing. The roundtable confer :
ence attracted partici pation
from several leading semicondu
i country.
who discussed invest ment pros
i platform X, the PIB Fact Check
¢ unit labeled the claim as false

might face challenges in obtain-

curing claim settlements. These
claims generated confusion
among motorists as the govern-
ment continues to promote eth-
anol-blended fuels across the

In a post on the social media

GOUT PROGRAMME STRONG STAF

Centre’s Dlsmvestment Receipts Cross Rs 15K Cr Mark

NEW DELHI

The Central Government’s dis-
investment programme has re-
corded a strong start in the first
quarter of the financial year
2026-27, with receipts expect-
ed to exceed Rs 15,000 crore
during the April-June period.
The growth has been primarily
driven by the successful com-
pletion of offer for sale transac-
tions involving shares of sever-
al public sector enterprises.
Disinvestment remains an
important component of the
government’s economic strate-
gy, helping raise resources
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while improving efficiency and
market participation in state-
owned enterprises. The latest
figures indicate that investor
confidence in public sector
companies remains strong, en-
abling the government to gen-
erate substantial revenue
through strategic share sales.
According to official esti-

mates, the disinvestment pro-
ceeds have been supported by
healthy demand from both in-
stitutional and retail investors.
Market participants have
shown continued interest in
public sector stocks, particular-
ly those with strong financial
performance and growth poten-
tial. This positive response has
contributed significantly to the
government’s revenue collec-
tion during the quarter.

The offer for sale mechanism
allows the government to re-
duce its stake in public sector
enterprises by selling shares
through stock exchanges. Such

transactions help improve pub-
lic shareholding, enhance mar-
ket liquidity, and attract a broad-
er investor base while enabling
the government to unlock value
from its investments.

The anticipated crossing of
the Rs 15,000 crore mark re-
flects the effectiveness of re-
cent disinvestment initiatives
and favorable market condi-
tions. Analysts believe that
strong equity market sentiment
and improved corporate perfor-
mance have created an envi-
ronment conducive to success-
ful stake sales.Disinvestment
receipts play a vital role in sup-

objectives. The funds generated
can be utilized for infrastruc-
ture development, social wel-
fare programmes, capital ex-
penditure, other growth-orient-
ed initiatives. Higher receipts
also help the government man-
age fiscal balances without

placing additional pressure on
i said authorities have not dis-
i closed specific reasons for the
i suspension, but that a technical
i malfunction may be the reason.
¢ An inadvertently misrouted
i alert from disaster manage-
i ment units in Haryana and Ut-
¢ tar Pradesh reached Prime

borrowing requirements.

Economic experts note that
the continued success of public
sector share offerings demon-
strates growing investor confi-
dence in government-owned
enterprises and the broader In-
dian economy.

and emphasized that the use of
E20 fuel has no impact on the
validity of motor insurance pol-
icies. The government reiterated
that policyholders do not risk
losing insurance benefits simply
because they use ethanol-blend-
ed petrol in their vehicles.

Officials stressed the impor-
tance of relying on verified in-
formation and urged citizens to
consult official sources before
believing or sharing such
claims. The PIB also encour-
aged the public to actively re-
port suspicious or misleading
content in order to curb the
spread of misinformation on
digital platforms.

The clarification comes at a
time when India’s ethanol
blending programme has
achieved significant progress.

According to a recent report by
KPMG in India, E20 fuel has
now been operationalized acro
ss the country, marking a major
milestone in the government’s
efforts to expand the use of clea
ner and more sustainable fuels.

The report highlighted both
the opportunities and challenges
associated with the next phase
of ethanol adoption. Key issues
identified include feedstock
availability, supply chain effi-
ciency, infrastructure readiness,
and the need for continued pol-
icy support as the country mov
es beyond E20 fuel adoption.

The government has been ac-
tively promoting ethanol-blend-
ed petrol as part of its broader
strategy to reduce dependence
on imported crude oil, strength-
en energy security, and support
environmental sustainability.
Increased ethanol blending is
also expected to benefit the
agricultural sector by creating
additional demand for feed-
stock crops used in ethanol pro-
duction.

Govt temporarily suspends Cell
Broadcast System after alert glitch

{ NEW DELHI
porting the government’s fiscal
i The government has temporar-
¢ ily suspended its newly
¢ launched Cell Broadcast Sys-
i tem, a nationwide emergency
i public warning network, report-
i edly following a misrouted late
i night alert that prompted con-
i cerns over system reliability.

The report from The Hindu

Minister Narendra Modi’s con-
tact number triggering the pre-
cautionary suspension. The
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) issued an
advisory placing the system on
hold on June 12, 2026, and offi
cials have begun a detailed tech
nical review to determine when
services can be safely restored.

The alert prompts phones to
emit a hooting sound even
when they are switched off or
kept in silent mode. An alert
allegedly issued by the disaster
management units in Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh caused
phones to ring at midnight, the
report cited sources.
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Matthews Regains Top
Ranking As Indian Stars Rise

DUBAI

West Indies captain Hayley
Matthews has reclaimed the
No. 1 position in the ICC
Women’s T20I
all-rounder rank-
ings following
an impressive
all-round per-
formance in the
ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup
2026. The latest
rankings update
also brought en-
couraging news
for India, with
Deepti Sharma and
Shree Charani mak-
ing substantial progress
V after their standout dis-
plays in the tournament.

Matthews returned
to the summit of the
all-rounder rankings
after playing a cru-
\ cial role in West In-
dies’ seven-wicket
victory over New

Zealand. The Caribbean skip-
per contributed 48 valuable
runs and also claimed the
wicket of former New Zea-
land captain Sophie Devine.
Her performance enabled her
to move ahead of New Zea-
land captain Melie Kerr, who
slipped to second place in the
rankings.

India’s Deepti Sharma
emerged as one of the biggest
beneficiaries of the latest
rankings update. The experi-
enced all-rounder climbed
two places to third in the T201
all-rounders’ standings after
delivering a match-winning
spell against Pakistan in In-
dia’s tournament opener at
Edgbaston. Deepti’s outstand-
ing figures of 5 wickets for 10
runs played a decisive role in
securing victory for India and
reinforced her reputation as
one of the world’s leading all-
round cricketers.

India also celebrated signif-
icant progress in the bowling
rankings. Left-arm spinner

Hayley Matthews returned to the top rankings while Indian
players achieved significant gains after strong performances

Shree Charani surged five
places to reach a career-best
second position. Her rapid
rise has placed her just five
rating points behind England
spinner Linsey Smith, who
continues to occupy the No. 1
spot among T20I bowlers.

Deepti Sharma enjoyed fur-
ther success in the bowling
rankings, moving up five
places to fifth. Her rise
strengthens India’s represen-
tation among the top-ranked
bowlers in women’s T20 in-
ternational cricket and high-
lights the growing depth of
the country’s bowling re-
sources.

The competition for the top
bowling ranking remains
highly competitive, with only
20 rating points separating the
top eight bowlers. This nar-
row margin indicates that
strong performances during
the ongoing World Cup could
lead to further changes in the
rankings over the coming
weeks.
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Jharkhand T20 League Draws
Attention from IPL Scouts

RANCHI

The inaugural Jharkhand T20
Cricket League has continued
to gain prominence as a valu-
able platform for emerging
cricketers, attracting talent
scouts from leading Indian
Premier League franchises.
Representatives from the
Mumbai Indians and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru fran-
chises arrived in Ranchi to
assess young players and
identify potential future stars
for the world's most popular
franchise cricket competition.
The presence of former In-
dia wicketkeeper-batter
Naman Ojha, representing the
Mumbai Indians, and experi-
enced domestic cricket figure
Gokul Sharma, representing
Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
highlighted the growing repu-
tation of the tournament.
Their visit to the JSCA Inter-
national Stadium Complex
underlined the league's in-
creasing importance as a tal-
ent development platform and
its potential role in shaping
the future of Indian cricket.
The competition has en-
joyed a successful debut sea-
son since being launched in

the presence of legend-
ary former India
captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni.
Since its incep-
tion, the tourna-
ment has attracted
significant interest
from cricket fans =/
across the country
while also secur-
ing strong support
from corporate
sponsors and
stakeholders.

The league has
emerged as an im-
portant stage for
showcasing
Jharkhand's rising
cricket talent. Fol-
lowing the state's
historic victory in

IPL talent scouts
visited Ranchi to
identify
promising
cricketers during
the inaugural
Jharkhand T20
League.

. Their consistent and im-

D\ pactful performances
\ have attracted atten-
| tion from scouts and
b cricket observers,
enhancing their
prospects of pro-
M gressing to higher
" levels of the game.

Speaking about
the tournament,
Naman Ojha
praised both the or-
ganization and the
quality of cricket
being played. He
highlighted the ex-
cellent playing con-
ditions, particularly
the well-prepared
pitches that provide
assistance to bowl-
ers while ensuring

the Syed Mushtaq =
Ali Trophy 2025, which
played a role in opener Ishan
Kishan returning to the na-
tional setup, several young
cricketers have used the tour-
nament to display their abili-
ties on a larger platform.
Among the standout per-
formers this season have been
Sharandeep Singh, Rajandeep
Singh, Prince Anurag Murmu,
and Suprieyo Chakraborty.

competitive match-
es. Ojha also emphasized the
abundance of raw talent in
Jharkhand and noted the de-
termination displayed by
young players striving to ad-
vance their careers.

Gokul Sharma explained
that Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru had begun its scouting
process early as part of its
strategy to strengthen its do-
mestic talent pool.

Sourav Ganguly Files
Complaint over Defamatory %
Social Media Posts

MUMBAI

Former India cricket captain
and current Cricket Associa-
tion of Bengal president
Sourav Ganguly has lodged a
complaint with Kolkata Police,
alleging that a social media
page was attempting to tarnish
his image through misleading
and defamatory content. Based
on his complaint, a First Infor-
mation Report has been regis-
tered at Thakurpukur Police
Station, initiating a formal in-
vestigation into the matter.

According to the complaint,
Ganguly accused a Facebook
page named Sourav Ganguly
Fans of repeatedly sharing
content that he believes is in-
tended to damage his public
image. He also referred to me-
dia platform Sportzwiki in his
submission to the authorities.
The former cricketer claimed
that the posts created a nega-
tive impression about him
among the public and were
designed to harm his reputa-
tion.

In his complaint, Ganguly
stated that while public figures
are accustomed to criticism
and differing opinions, there is
a clear distinction between le-
gitimate criticism and content
that is misleading, defamatory,
and intentionally damaging.
He emphasized that such ac-
tions go beyond acceptable

public discourse and warrant
legal intervention.

The former Indian captain
requested law enforcement au-
thorities to identify the indi-
viduals or groups operating the
page and take appropriate ac-
tion under applicable laws. He
stressed the need to address
online misinformation and de-
famatory campaigns that can
adversely affect an individual's
reputation.

Ganguly remains one of In-
dia's most influential cricket
personalities. Widely known
by his nickname Dada, he
made his Test debut for India
against England in 1996 and
immediately captured attention
with a century at Lord's. He
followed that achievement
with another hundred in his
second Test match, becoming
only the third batter in cricket
history to score centuries in
each of his first two Test in-
nings.
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INDIAN WOMEN ARRIVE IN

—vac_WOMENCRICKET TEAM ARRIVAL i

LEEDS AHEAD OF CLASH

LEEDS

The Indian women's cricket
team, led by captain Harman-
preet Kaur, arrived in Leeds
ahead of their second group-
stage encounter against the
Netherlands in the ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup 2026.
The match is scheduled to
take place at Headingley Sta-
dium on Wednesday, with In-
dia looking to build on the
momentum gained from a
convincing victory in their
tournament opener.

The Women in Blue began
their campaign in impressive
fashion by defeating arch-ri-
vals Pakistan by 64 runs. The
comprehensive win boosted
team confidence and strength-
ened their position in the
group standings as they pre-
pare for the next challenge
against the Netherlands.

The team travelled by bus
from Birmingham to Leeds,

enjoying the scenic journey
through the English country-
side. During the trip, players
relaxed with coffee and en-
gaged in light-hearted conver-
sations, creating a cheerful
atmosphere within the squad.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India shared a video
of the journey on social media
platform X, offering fans a
glimpse into the camaraderie
among the players. Several
members of the squad, includ-
ing Jemimah Rodrigues,
Shreyanka Patil, Smriti Mand-
hana, and Shafali Varma,
shared positive thoughts about
their teammates.

When asked to describe two
of the best qualities of team-
mate Arundhati Reddy, Smri-
ti Mandhana praised her de-
termination and commitment.
She highlighted Arundhati's
competitive spirit and her
constant encouragement to
teammates to maintain high

standards during preparation
and on the field.

Arundhati, in turn, spoke
warmly about India's vice-cap-
tain Smriti Mandhana. She
humorously revealed that Sm-
riti is usually responsible for
selecting dining locations
during overseas tours and not-
ed that her recommendations
almost always lead to excel-
lent food experiences. Accord-
ing to Arundhati, anyone seek-
ing good restaurants while
travelling should seek advice
from the stylish opener.

Jemimah Rodrigues was
asked what she admired most
about Shreyanka Patil. She
described the young
all-rounder as a caring person
who always looks after those
around her. Shreyanka re-
turned the compliment by
saying that Jemimah frequent-
ly surprises teammates with
thoughtful gifts, a gesture she
deeply appreciates.

MITCHELL MARSH CONFIDENT
AHEAD OF BANGLADESH T20I SERIES

SYDNEY

Australia captain Mitchell
Marsh is confident his side
can bounce back from recent
setbacks when they take on
Bangladesh in a three-match
T20 International series start-
ing June 17 in Chattogram.
The remaining matches will
be played on June 19 and
June 21. Australia enters the
series after a disappointing
2-1 defeat in the ODI series
against Bangladesh and will
be eager to regain momentum
in the shorter format.

Marsh acknowledged that
the tour has been challenging
but believes the squad has
been strengthened by the re-
turn of several experienced
T20 specialists. The skipper
himself is back after missing
the ODI series due to injury,
providing a significant boost
to the visitors.

Among the key returnees is
hard-hitting batter Tim David,
whom Marsh described as one
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of the world’s best middle-or-
der players in T20 cricket. He
praised David’s ability to
change games with his ag-
gressive batting and high-
lighted the confidence and
experience he brings to the
team.

Australia have also wel-
comed back all-rounder Aar-
on Hardie, adding further

depth to the squad. Marsh
said the blend of experienced
campaigners and exciting
young talent has created a
positive environment within
the team. Despite recent dis-
appointments, he insisted the
players remain highly moti-
vated and are determined to
produce strong performances
against Bangladesh.

Litton Das Doubtful For
Australia T20I Series Opener

DHAKA

Bangladesh captain Litton
Das remains doubtful for the
opening T20 International
against Australia on June 17
after suffering a muscle tear
during the third ODI in Mir-
pur. The _.  wicket-
keep- . 3
er-batter 4
said his

chances of playing are “fif-
ty-fifty,” with a final decision
to be made after further med-
ical assessment. As a precau-
tion, selectors have included
experienced batter Soumya
Sarkar in the squad to provide
cover if Litton is unavailable.

Bangladesh are also moni-
toring the health of wicket-
keeper-batter Parvez Hossain
Emon, who is recovering
from fever and a tonsil infec-
tion. Despite these concerns,
Litton is confident about Ban-
gladesh’s prospects in the
three-match T20 series. He

2. believes the team has gained

significant confidence from
its historic ODI series vic-
) tory over Australia in
.t Dhaka, where Bangladesh
A secured their first-ever
ODI series win against
the visitors. Litton said
several players from the
ODI squad are part of the
T20 setup and will carry
that momentum into the
shorter format.

Fast bowler Ashok Sharma joins India A after
Yudhvir Singh suffered a shoulder injury

Ashok Sharma Réplaces
Injured Yudhvir in India A

New Delhi

India A has made a signifi-
cant change to its squad for
the ongoing 50-over tri-series
in Sri Lanka, with fast bowler
Ashok Sharma replacing in-
jured pacer Yudhvir Singh.
The decision was announced
by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India after Yudhvir
experienced discomfort in his
right shoulder during the tour-
nament.

According to an official
statement from the BCCI,
Yudhvir reported pain in his
right shoulder while bowling
on June 13. He had also expe-
rienced similar discomfort
earlier during a fielding ses-
sion on June 11. Following
medical assessments and con-
sultations with specialists, the
BCCI Medical Team recom-
mended a structured rehabili-
tation programme to ensure a
complete recovery.

The board stated that Yudh-
vir would undergo a graduat-
ed rehabilitation process un-
der the supervision of the
BCCI Centre of Excellence.
Medical experts diagnosed
the issue as a right rotator
cuff injury and advised care-
ful management to prevent
further complications. As a
result, the young pacer was
withdrawn from the India
A squad currently com-
peting against Sri Lanka

wicket-taker in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2025-26.
He claimed 22 wickets in just
ten matches, establishing him-
self as one of the most prom-
ising pace bowlers in the do-
mestic circuit.

His strong domestic form
earned him an opportunity in
the 2026 edition of the Indian
Premier League. Representing
the Gujarat Titans, Ashok de-
livered several notable perfor-
mances and collected six
wickets in six matches. Guja-
rat Titans went on to finish as
runners-up in the competition,
further enhancing the visibil-
ity of the young fast bowler.

Ashok's recent move from
Rajasthan to Gujarat in do-
mestic cricket also attracted
attention. He became the sec-
ond prominent play-
er after In- dia
leg-spinner
Ravi Bish- =
noi
switch from \
Rajasthan
to Guja-
rat.

A and Afghanistan A in ,-; =&

Dambulla.

Ashok Sharma's inclu-
sion comes after an impres-
sive run of performances
over the past year.
The fast bowler
gained wide-
spread recogni-
tion during the 53

mestic season /
when he
emerged as
the leading

TWO DEBUTANTS IN ENGLAND SQUAD
FOR SECOND NEW ZEALAND TEST

LONDON

England have named their
playing XI for the second Test
against New Zealand at The
Oval, with Jordan Cox and
Sonny Baker set to make their
Test debuts. The hosts have
made four changes to the side
that secured an 115-run victo-
ry at Lord's and helped them
move up a place in the World
Test Championship standings.

Jofra Archer returns to the
Test setup after making his
last appearance in the format
in December, while Matt
Fisher is set for his first Test
outing since debuting in Bar-
bados in 2022. England Play-
ing XI: Ben Duckett, Emilio
Gay, Jacob Bethell, Joe Root
(c), Harry Brook, Jordan Cox,
Jamie Smith, Jofra Archer,
Sonny Baker, Matt Fisher,
Josh Tongue.
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