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India bars seafarers

CABINET ASPIRANTS FACE
LONGER WAIT IN K’TAKA

Despite CM, ex-CM, KPCC chief landing in Delhi, expansion talks put off
by a week as Cong chief Kharge travels to B'luru due to personal reasons.

NEW DELHI

The much-awaited dis-
cussion on expanding the
DK Shivakumar-led Con-
gress government in Kar-
nataka has been post-
poned to next week due
to the unavailability of
Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge.

Though Chief Minister
Shivakumar, former
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, and Karnataka
Congress President BK
Hariprasad held a prelim-
inary meeting with Lead-
er of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi here on Thursday,
a final decision on the ex-
pansion was deferred.

“The meeting decided
to hold one more round
of discussions next week
to take a decision on the
expansion,” Hariprasad
told reporters after the
meeting.

Kharge was expected
to attend the high-level
meeting but could not as
he had to rush to Bengalu-
ru. The next round of talks
will be scheduled once his
availability is confirmed,
Hariprasad added.

Earlier in the day, Shi-

RaGa: Will have detailed discussion with Kharge

Congress top brass Rahul Gandhi, who held
preliminary talks with CM Shivakumar and ex-CM
Siddaramaiah, said he will have detailed discussions
with Kharge and call the two leaders to Delhi
again if wider consultations are needed.

vakumar and Siddara-
maiah held separate dis-
cussions with Congress
General Secretary (in-
charge) KC Venugopal
and Karnataka Congress
in-charge General Secre-
tary Randeep Surjewala.

The deliberations come
amid intense lobbying by
several ministerial aspi-
rants.

The Karnataka Council
of Ministers has a sanc-
tioned strength of 34, in-
cluding the Chief Minis-
ter. At present, the coun-
cil has only 14 members,

leaving 20 berths vacant.

According to sources,
the Congress party is
planning to fill around 15
vacancies in this round of
expansion and keep five
posts vacant until the
completion of Greater
Bengaluru Authority and
other local body elections,
including gram panchayat,
taluk panchayat, and zilla
panchayat polls.

With many aspirants
and limited berths avail-
able, Chief Minister Shi-
vakumar faces the chal-
lenging task of balancing

Hariprasad factor

Former CM Siddara-
maiah is said to be
pitching for Harip-

rasad’s inclusion in the
Cabinet, arguing that it
would establish better
coordination between
the party and govern-
ment, and strengthen
the Congress party’s
OBC vote bank. The
72-year-old OBC leader
is a member of the
state’s upper house,
and kicked up a storm,
last month, when he
said those who wanted
power could go with
Shivakumar and those
who wanted the party
could join him. As per
sources, Shivakumar
and Hariprasad are
not best of friends, but
Siddaramaiah and Har-
iprasad have patched
up. The Siddaramaiah
camp, SOUrces say,
believes Hariprasad’s
induction into the Cab-
inet will strengthen the
former CM’s hand and
may help keep the CM
in check.

caste and regional equa-
tions while minimising
discontent among those
left out.

from Hormuz voyages

after ship atf

Decision comes as 2
seafarers killed and 3
more feared dead due
to Iranian attacks on

vessels transiting Hormuz
over the past 3 days.

NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Maritime Administration
(DGMA) on Thursday direct-
ed ship owners, managers and
recruitment and placement
agencies to restrain from de-
ploying Indian sailors on
vessels travelling through
the Strait of Hormuz until
further orders as the West
Asia war rages.

The DGMA, in an advisory,
said authorities of vessels op-
erating in Persian Gulf, the
Strait of Hormuz and adjoin-
ing waters will maintain a
heightened level of security
vigilance.

Further, they are directed to
monitor navigational warn-
ings, security advisories and
updates issued by competent
authorities, while also imple-
menting all applicable ship
security measures, in accor-
dance with International Ship
and Port Security (ISPS)
code.

“Ship owners, ship manag-

racks

7 of 16 seafarers
killed in Hormuz
were Indians

Indian Seafarers comprise
the majority of casualties
from the ongoing US-Iran
war in West Asia. Seven

of the 16 seafarers killed in

the Hormuz ship attacks,
which is almost 44%, were

Indian nationals.

ers and Recruitment and
Placement Service Licence
(RPSL) companies are direct-
ed to avoid deploying Indian
seafarers on vessels undertak-
ing voyages involving pas-
sage through the Strait of
Hormuz until further order,”
the advisory said.

This advisory follows the
attacks on multiple vessels in
the Strait of Hormuz this
week. On two of the ships, 30
Indian seafarers were among
a combined crew of 46. One
Indian seafarer lost his life
while another sustained inju-
ries aboard MT Al Bahiyah.
On MT Mombasa, nine Indian
nationals were injured.
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Bengaluru: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will virtually in-
augurate four railway
stations redeveloped
under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme
(ABSS) in Karnataka
on Friday, marking an-
other milestone in Indi-
an Railways' station
modernisation pro-
gramme.

The four stations—
Alnavar (X17.2 crore),
Badami (215.10 crore),
Bantawal (326.18
crore) and Koppal
(R21.14 crore)—have
been upgraded with
modern passenger ame-
nities and improved
infrastructure.

The inauguration is
part of a nationwide pro-
gramme in which the
PM will dedicate 75 re-
developed railway sta-
tions to the nation. Earli-
er, foundation stones had
been laid for the redevel-
opment of over 1,000
railway stations across
the country. In Karnataka,
five stations—Gadag,
Dharwad, Gokak Road,
Munirabad and
Bagalkot—were inaugu-
rated in May 2025.

As per the SWR, the
redevelopment reflects

PM to inaugurate 4
Amrit Bharat stations
in Karnataka today

India’s first
hydrogen train

todebut today

CHANDIGARH:
India's first hydro-
gen-powered train,
to be flagged off
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from
Haryana's Jind railway
station on Friday,
is equipped with
multi-layer safety
systems capable of
detecting hydrogen
leaks, heat, flames
and smoke. The train
will run between the
Jind and Sonipat rail-
way stations.

Indian Railways' com-
mitment to creating
modern, safe and pas-
senger-friendly railway
infrastructure across
the country.

One dead in
Puri Rath
Yatra crush,
scores injured

Puri: One person died due
to suffocation and scores
of others were hospital-
ised after a stampede-like
situation occurred during
the Rath Yatra of Lord Ja-
gannath here on Thursday.

Odisha Police reported
that a devotee who fainted
was promptly attended to
and taken for medical
treatment amid the large
gathering. Over lakhs of
devotees flocked to Puri to
participate in the world-fa-
mous annual Rath Yatra of
Lord Jagannath and his
two siblings in Puri.

Don't introduce third language in
Class 9 in CBSC: SC to Centre

New Delhi:The Supreme
Court on Thursday
voiced concern over the
introduction of a third
language in Class 9 un-
der the Central Bureau of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) curriculum, ob-
serving it would increase
the stress level of stu-
dents and suggesting it
be introduced in Class 5
or Class 6 so that stu-
dents can cope with it.

Judicial Observations
on Language Policy

A bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and R Ma-
hadevan orally asked the
Centre to not introduce a

third language from
Class 9 level.

"Union of India please
don't have a third lan-
guage from Class 9 lev-
el. It would unnecessar-
ily increase the stress
level of students,” Jus-
tice Nagarathna told the
counsel, appearing for
the Centre.

“If you want to intro-
duce a new language,
then please do it at Class
5 or Class 6 level but
not at Class 9 level.
Class nine is full of
stress, it starts from Class
8 onwards," she said.

The Justice also
asked her to convey the

feeling of the court to
the government.

Context of the remarks
The remarks were made
during the hearing of the
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment's plea against a Ma-
dras high court directive
to facilitate the establish-
ment of Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalayas (JNVs)
in every district of the
State. The Tamil Nadu
government has consis-
tently opposed the set-
ting up of JNVs, over
concerns with regard to
the three-language policy
curriculum followed by
the schools.

Shri.D. K. Shivakumar

Hon'ble Chief Minister
Government of Karnataka
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Chamundi Hill gears up for sea of
devotees as Ashada Frldays begin

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM,
CH NEWS

The sacred Chamundi Hills
has transformed into a vibrant
spectacle of devotion and daz-
zling lights as elaborate
preparations have been com-
pleted for the commencement
of the auspicious Ashada Fri-
days, beginning today.

The famous Sri Cha-
mundeshwari Temple, the
presiding deity of the erst-
while Mysuru royal family, is
wearing a festive look with its
majestic gopuram illuminated
in colourful lights, creating a
breathtaking sight visible
from afar.

The temple premises and
sanctum have been tastefully
adorned with an array of
fresh, fragrant flowers, lend-
ing a divine ambience to one
of Karnataka’s most revered
shrines. Special rituals and
pujas will commence in the
early hours of Friday, with
priests performing elaborate
religious ceremonies seeking
the blessings of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari.

Thousands of devotees
from Mysuru and different

parts of Karnataka are expect-
ed to throng the hill shrine
throughout the day to offer
prayers and seek the Goddess’
blessings during the holy
Ashada month. The district
administration, police, Mysu-
ru City Corporation and tem-
ple authorities have made
elaborate arrangements for
crowd management, traffic
regulation, drinking water,
medical aid, sanitation and
security to ensure a smooth
and hassle-free pilgrimage.
The spiritually charged at-
mosphere, illuminated temple,
devotional chants and steady
stream of devotees promise to
make the first Ashada Friday
a grand celebration of faith,
tradition and the enduring cul-
tural heritage of Mysuru.

KEY FESTIVAL DETAILS

ASHADA FRIDAY DATES: July 17,24, 31,and August 7.

CHAMUNDESHWARI VARDHANTI: August 4.

Travel and traffic rules

NO PRIVATE VEHICLES: Private vehicles are banned
on the hill. This rule applies to all Fridays, Saturdays,
and Sundays during the Ashada period.

SHUTTLE BUSES: Devotees must park their vehicles
at the Shashiranjan Grounds and take special KSRTC
shuttle buses to the temple from 6:30 am to 8:30 pm.

FOOT PILGRIMS: Devotees climbing the 1,000 steps
are allowed to start their climb only after 5am.

FACILITIES: Pilgrims using the steps will receive free
milk and biscuits.

Darshan and crowd rules

VIP ACCESS: VIPs covered under protocol can only
have darshan between 5:30 am and 10 am. After 10 am,
VIP vehicles are prohibited.

SPECIAL TICKETS: The Rs 2,000 special darshan tick-
et is available. Intermediary Rs 300 tickets have been
cancelled to reduce long wait times.
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Draft KAOM Bill proposes changes
toredefine apartment living

Draft legislation seeks stronger ownership rights, transparent
redevelopment and greater protection for apartment residents statewide.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The draft Karnataka Apartment
Ownership and Management
(KAOM) Bill, 2025, seeks to
establish a uniform legal
framework for apartment com-
munities by addressing long-
standing issues relating to
ownership, redevelopment, fi-
nancial transparency and resi-
dents’ rights. The proposed
legislation introduces several
safeguards aimed at protecting
apartment owners while bring-
ing greater accountability to
promoters and developers.
One of the most significant
provisions is the recognition of
every apartment owner’s undi-
vided and proportionate right
over the project land and com-
mon areas. These rights will re
main inseparable from the apar
tment and automatically transfer
to future owners. However, the
bill makes it clear that such rig
hts do not amount to exclusive
ownership over any specific part
of the land or common facilities.
The draft also strengthens
transparency in property trans-
actions. Before transferring

apartments, promoters must
disclose all mortgages, charges
and encumbrances on the proj-
ect land. No apartment can be
conveyed unless the necessary
release or no-objection certifi-
cate has been obtained from
the mortgagee wherever re-
quired. Once transferred after
such clearance, an apartment
cannot be affected by mortgag-
es previously created by the pro
moter, although such liabilities
may continue over unsold units.

The legislation permits indi-
vidual apartment owners to
mortgage their own apartments
along with their proportionate
land rights. However, apart-
ment owners’ associations will
not be allowed to mortgage
property on behalf of residents.

It also prohibits promoters
from creating fresh mortgages
or encumbrances on the entire
project land after apartments
have been transferred, render-
ing such claims invalid for al-
ready transferred units.

The bill lays down a detailed
framework for redevelopment
of ageing apartment complexes.
Any redevelopment proposal
must secure the written consent
of at least 75 per cent of apart-
ment owners. Once approved,
the decision becomes binding
on all owners. Residents un-
willing to participate will be
entitled to compensation
amounting to at least twice the
market value of their apartment,
in addition to the value of their
proportionate share in the land

Key highlights

The draft KAOM Bill grants apartment owners
_ proportionate land rights, mandates disclosure of
? mortgages, protects buyers from past developer liabilities,
requires 75% owner consent for redevelopment, guaran-
tees compensation for dissenting owners, and mandates
financial safeguards, redevelopment disclosures, and clear
project timelines to protect residents’ interests.

and common areas. To safe-
guard re sidents during redevel-
opment, the proposal mandates
that rede velopment agencies
provide fina ncial security
through bank guarantees or es-
crow arrangements. If work is
delayed or abandoned, the apart
ment association will have the
authority to terminate the agree-

guards and appoint another
agency to complete the project.

The draft also requires redeve
lopment proposals to clearly dis
close the utilisation of develop-
ment rights or Floor Area Ratio
(FAR), the rights of existing ow
ners in the redeveloped project,
financial arrangements, rehabil-
itation plans and project com-
pletion timelines.
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Visitors ignore park rules, harass guards and disrupt Cubbon
Park’s peaceful environment for everyone.

Rule violations in Cubbon Park
leave walkers, staff frustrated

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Cubbon Park, one of Bengal-
 uru’s most popular green
i spaces, is witnessing a rise in
i rule violations, with visitors
¢ ignoring regulations, harass-
i ing security personnel and
i creating inconvenience for
¢ regular walkers and senior cit-
i izens.

The Horticulture Depart-

¢ ment has put in place several
i rules to protect the park’s
i greenery and maintain order.
i Information boards across the
i park prohibit activities such
¢ as climbing trees, littering and
¢ disturbing public peace. How-
i ever, officials and regular vis-
¢ itors say many people contin-
i ue to flout these rules with
i little regard for the park’s
i environment or other visitors.
ment, invoke the financial safe-

One of the recurring prob-

i lems is people climbing trees
i despite repeated warnings
¢ from security guards. Accord-
i ing to park staff, some visitors
i not only refuse to come down
¢ but also argue with and ver-
i bally abuse security personnel
: when asked to follow the
i rules. Guards often find them-
i selves unable to enforce reg-
¢ ulations for fear of confronta-

Call for bigger
signboards

“There are signs across
the park, but many
visitors ignore them.
Authorities should
install larger and more
visible boards at more
locations so people
clearly understand the
rules. Respecting public
spaces is everyone’s re-
sponsibility,” said Bhar-
gavi, a regular walker at
Cubbon Park.

tion.

Regular walkers also com-
plain about the behaviour of
some couples in secluded
parts of the park. While many
visitors conduct themselves
responsibly, a few engage in

inappropriate behaviour in
public, making senior citizens
and families uncomfortable
during their morning and eve-
ning walks.

Another growing concern is
littering. Although dustbins
have been placed at several
locations, plastic bottles, food
wrappers and other waste are
often discarded on lawns and
pathways. Visitors say the
careless disposal of garbage
diminishes the beauty of the
park and creates unnecessary
work for maintenance staff.

Parkgoers believe everyone
has a responsibility to pre-
serve Cubbon Park, which
serves as a recreational space
for people of all age groups.
They urge visitors to respect
the rules, cooperate with se-
curity guards and ensure the
park remains clean and wel-
coming.

Horticulture Department
officials said awareness is the
first step, but repeated viola-
tions will invite penalties.

“We warn the public a cou-
ple of times to follow the
rules. If they don’t listen, we
will impose fines,” said Kusu-
ma, an officer with the Horti-
culture Department.

Student-led study flags
air pollution, radon
hotspots in Bengaluru
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Employment fraud
accused arrested
by HAL Police

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The HAL Police in the
Whitefield division have ar-
rested the prime accused
in an alleged employment
fraud in which job seekers
were duped through fake
recruitment advertise-
ments promising attractive
jobs. The accused, identi-
fied as Pawan Gopal, is al-
leged to have collected
money from applicants on
the pretext of securing em-
ployment. Police said
several victims were lured
into paying various
amounts after being as-
sured of jobs that never
materialised. Investigators
suspect the frau d was
carried out bya larger net-
work. A detailed probe is
under way under the su-
pervision of Whitefield
DCP Saidullah to identify
other accused and trace
additional victims.

Youth dies after
head gets trapped
in hotel lift

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A 22-year-old man died af-
ter his head became
trapped in the door of a
goods lift at a hotel in the
Jayanagar police station
limits. The deceased, Ra-
jesh, was a native of Dhar-
wad. The incident occurred
around 8.30 a.m. at Dak-
shina Upahar Hotel, which
has been temporarily
closed following the acci-
dent. Rajesh, who report-
edly planned to start his
own hotel, had joined the
establishment to learn ho-
tel operations. Police said
the mishap occurred while
he leaned into the lift.

Spare our homes, residents urge BDA

over proposed PRR-NICE link road

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Nearly 1,000 families fear
losing their homes and resi-
dential sites to a proposed
3-km link road connecting the
upcoming Bengaluru Busi-
ness Corridor (Peripheral
Ring Road-1) with NICE
Road at Madavara. Residents
allege the additional connec-
tor is being pursued despite
strong public opposition and
have urged the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority (BDA)
to withdraw the land acquisi-
tion notification.

The proposed NICE-Tu-
makuru Road PRR-1 Integra-
tion is an additional connector
between PRR-1 and NICE
Road, which already inter-
sects Tumakuru Road at Mad-
anayakanahalli. While land
for PRR-1 was notified in
2007, the land required for
this integration stretch was
notified only in 2022. The fi-
nal acquisition notification
was issued in June 2026, over
two months after the BDA
floated tenders for the first
package of PRR-1 in March.

Residents from Banashan-
kari Enclave, Brindavana
Layout, Shivateja Nagar, RC
Layout, Anjanadri Layout and
nearby localities have intensi-

Nearly 1,000
families fear
displacement as
proposed
connector
threatens homes
and lifelong
savings.

fied their protest. Around 200
residents recently submitted
representations at the BDA
headquarters, urging the au-
thority to reconsider the proj-
ect and spare established res-
idential neighbourhoods.

BDA Commissioner P.
Manivannan said the authori-
ty would place the matter be-
fore the next BDA Board
meeting, likely to be held
within a month.“We have not
yet awarded the work.

We will consider the issue

At a glance

u Families affected: Nearly 1,000

m Proposed link road: 3 km
= PRR-1 land notified: 2007
m Link road land notified: 2022

= Final notification is-
sued: June 2026

m Residents who peti-
tioned BDA: Around 200

m Areas likely to be affect-
ed: Banashankari Enclave,
Brindavana Layout, Shi-
vateja Nagar, RC Layout
and Anjanadri Layout

m Residents’ demand: Drop
the link road and spare
their homes

before passing the award and
maintain status quo until
then,” he said, adding that the
Board would take a final de-
cision after examining resi-
dents’ concerns.

Residents argue that the
proposed integration is unnec-
essary as a similar connector
bet ween NICE Road and
PRR-1 near Hosur Road was
dropped following public ob-
jections.“If that integration
could be removed after pro-
tests, why can’t this one also

be reconsidered? Thousands
of families will be affected,”

said resident D.J. Sathish.
Apart from displacement,

of savings. Under the current
compensation proposal, I will :
receive only about Rs 10 lakh.
That amount is not enough to

buy even a small site any-
where in Bengaluru,”

cess of constructing them.

security.

the Board reviews the issue,

ridor project.

City Corporation intensifies drive against abandoned vehicles

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru West City Cor-
poration has stepped up its
drive to remove abandoned
vehicles and clear footpath en-
croachments to improve public
safety and ensure smooth
movement of pedestrians.

The action follows direc-
tions from Greater Bengaluru
Development Minister Krishna

Byre Gowda and Bengaluru
West City Corporation Com-
missioner Dr K.V. Rajendra.
The drive is being carried out
jointly by the Corporation and
the Traffic Police.

As part of the campaign, offi-
cials pasted notices and wheel-
clamped 22 abandoned vehi-
cles, including 21 four- wheel-
ers and one three-wheeler. Of
these, 10 vehicles were identi-

fied in Mahalakshmipura divi-
sion, five in Malleshwaram di-
vision and seven, including the
three-wheeler, in Rajajinagar
division.

Simultaneously, the Corpora-
tion continued its footpath en-
croachment clearance drive,
covering 3.08 km in Rajarajes-
hwarinagar and Kengeri divi-
sions.Officials removed 40 pet-
ty shops, 14 pushcarts, one AC

sheet projection, two steps and
ramps, 20 advertising pillars
and boards, besides clearing 8.5
tonnes of construction debris.
The encroachment removal was
carried out along the Koolin-
agar Bridge—Nandini Layout
Bus Stop stretch in Rajarajesh-
warinagar and on BDA 100
Feet Road, BGS Back Gate—
Mailasandra and Hosahalli
Main Road in Kengeri.

COMMENDABLE SOCIAL SERVICE

Volunteers transform garbage blackspot into clean public space

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 200-metre stretch of Banner-
ghatta Road near the Jayanagar
Fire Station at Dairy Circle,
once strewn with garbage and
avoided by pedestrians because
of the foul smell, has been
transformed into a clean and
vibrant public space through
the combined efforts of civic
workers and volunteers.

The month-long clean-up
was undertaken by the Benga-
luru Central City Corporation
(BCCC) and Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Limited
(BSWML). A team comprising
20 pourakarmikas, four mar-

shals, a marshal supervisor, a
Junior Health Inspector and a
Deputy General Manager
cleared years of accumulated
waste from the stretch.
Officials said the site con-
tained large quantities of

mixed waste, including animal
waste and construction debris,
making the operation particu-
larly challenging. The area had
also become a chronic spot for
public urination, worsening
sanitation conditions.

“We removed construction
debris using earthmovers.
Pourakarmikas then cleared
leachate-soaked waste stuck to
the ground with hand tools.
The entire stretch was washed
using water supplied by the
nearby fire station,” said B.R.
Nataraj, Deputy General Man-
ager, BSWML.

Following the clean-up,
around 50 volunteers from
Youth for Parivarthan (YFP)
took up a beautification drive
by painting colourful murals,
portraits and awareness mes-
sages on the compound wall
and repainting the footpath
kerbs.

The artwork features person-
alities including Sir M. Visves-
varaya, Bhagat Singh, Da. Ra.
Bendre, Dr Rajkumar and
Vishnuvardhan, along with
Mandala art and messages pro-
moting cleanliness.

“Our volunteers, aged be-
tween 14 and 63 years, came
from different parts of Benga-
luru to participate,” said YFP
founder Amith Amarnath, an
advocate. According to Amar-
nath, Youth for Parivarthan has
cleaned and beautified more
than 400 locations across Ben-
galuru over the past 12 years
with the support of over
10,000 volunteers.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

i A summer research project led
residents have questioned the
compensation proposed by
the BDA, claiming it is far
below prevailing market rates.

“I bought a 30x40 site for :
Rs 35 lakh in 2021 after years

¢ pollution (PM2.5) and frequently exceeded 70 pg/
i high radon concentra- m?. This is above both the
'&
-

by two high school students
has identified potential envi-
ronmental health concerns in
Bengaluru, finding elevated
levels of fine particulate air

tions in some poorly

ventilated basements.
The study was con-

ducted by Bengaluru

81

. native Sriram Subrama- & A

said
Hemanth, one of the affected :
landowners. Residents say i High School in the United
many families have invested !
their lifetime savings in these :
properties and have already
built homes or are in the pro-
i air quality, radon exposure

They contend that the :
acquisition would not only
uproot families but also se- |
verely impact their financial :
i the city. While most sites re-

With the BDA assuring that
no award will be passed until
i tion’s reference level of 100
residents hope the authority
will reconsider the alignment
and explore alternatives that
minimise displacement while
preserving the objectives of
the Bengaluru Business Cor-
i odourless and heavier than air,
¢ allowing it to accumulate in
¢ enclosed underground spaces.
¢ Proper ventilation and radon
¢ mitigation measures during
¢ construction can significantly

nian, a student at Langley

States, along with Akshaya
Krishnan as part of an envi-
ronmental health initiative
examining the link between

and lung cancer risk.

The researchers measured
radon levels at residential and
commercial buildings across

corded concentrations below
the World Health Organiza-

Bg/m?, one residential build-
ing with an unventilated base-
ment registered 507.64 Bq/m?,
more than five times the rec-
ommended limit.

“Radon is colourless,

reduce exposure,” Sriram said.

The team also monitored
PM2.5 levels during peak traf-
fic hours. Although Bengalu-
ru’s reported average PM2.5
concentration is generally be-
tween 30 and 40 pg/m?, the
students’ field measurements

WHO’s 24-hour guide-
line of 15 pg/m* and
India’s National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standard
of 60 pug/m?3.
According to the re-
searchers, environmental fac-
tors such as air pollution, sec-
ond-hand smoke and radon
exposure are increasingly rec-
ognised as contributors to lung
cancer, particularly among
non-smokers.

“Our goal was to under-
stand whether overlooked en-
vironmental exposures could
contribute to future health
risks. As Bengaluru expands
with more underground park-
ing and basement construc-
tion, monitoring radon levels
alongside air pollution be-
comes increasingly import-
ant,” Sriram said.

The students hope to ex-
pand their research with larger
datasets to better understand
the long-term health impacts
of air pollution and radon ex-
posure in Bengaluru and sup-
port evidence-based public
health measures.

North City Corporation launches
weekly Phone-In Programme

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru North City
Corporation has launched a
weekly Phone-In Programme
to enable citizens to directly
communicate their civic griev-
ances to Commissioner
Pommala Sunil Kumar.
The initiative aims to
improve service deliv- Vr
ery by addressing pub-
lic complaints promptly.
This week’s Phone-In
Programme will be held
today from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Residents can raise issues
related to road potholes and re-
pairs, streetlight maintenance,
door-to-door garbage collection
and disposal, removal of haz-
ardous trees and branches,
mosquito control, stray dog
management, park mainte-
nance, unauthorised banners
and posters, encroachments on
footpaths, e-Khata-related con-
cerns and other civic issues.
According to the corpora-
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tion, all complaints received
during the programme will be
registered on the Sahaaya 2.0
portal and immediately for-
warded to the concerned de-
partmental officers for action.
Citizens will receive an SMS
containing details of their
complaint registration
and the officer assigned
to address the issue.
Residents can con-
tact the control room
through the mobile and
WhatsApp number 948068
5705 or landline numbers 080-
22975936 and 080-23636671
during the programme.

Apart from the weekly
Phone-In Programme, citizens
can also register complaints at
any time through the Sahaaya
2.0 mobile application. Offi-
cials said the initiative is in-
tended to strengthen commu-
nication between the civic
body and the public while en-
suring faster resolution of civ-
ic problems.
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Stray dog attack
kills toddler
in Raichur

CH NEWS, Raichur
An 18-month-old girl died
after being attacked by a

pack of stray dogs at K.
Hanchika Camp in Sind-
hanur taluk on Thursday.
Police said the toddler re-
portedly woke up and
wandered out of her
house when six to seven
stray dogs attacked her.
The dogs allegedly
dragged the child and
caused multiple bite inju-
ries before local residents
intervened and chased
them away. Despite being
rushed for medical treat-
ment, the girl succumbed
to her injuries. The inci-
dent has raised concerns
among residents over the
increasing stray dog men-
ace, with demands for im-
mediate action. A case
has been registered.

Halasangi Geleyara
Pratishthana announces
literary awards

CH NEWS, Vijayapura
Halasangi Geleyara Prat-
ishthana has announced
its Annual Honour Awards
and Youth Awards to rec-

ognise contributions to
Kannada literature. Depu-

ty Commissioner Dr.

Anand K., who heads

the Pratishthana, an-

nounced the awardees
following a meeting. The

Annual Honour Awards

recognise writers for
contributions to folk liter-
ature, overall literary
achievements, and re-
search and literary criti-
cism, carrying

a cash prize of 50,000
each. The Youth Awards
honour emerging writers

with a cash prize of
10,000. Awardees include

Dr. B.A. Vivek Rai, Prof.
H.T. Pote, Mrs. Nemichan-

dra, Dr. Vinay Nandihal,

Dr. Govindaraju K.M.,
and Shashi Tarikeri.

Drone-assisted search
intensified for escaped
Kalaburagiinmates

CH NEWS, Kalaburagi
Police have intensified the
search for two inmates
who escaped from Kala-
buragi Central Prison by
launching a large-scale
combing operation with
drone assistance. Teams
from Kalaburagi and Bidar
districts are conducting
searches around Humna-
bad, where the fugitives
are suspected to be hid-
ing. Drones are being used
to scan remote areas,
while checkpoints have
been set up on highways
and interior roads. Three
inmates had escaped af-
ter scaling the prison wall
on Tuesday. One escapee,
Santosh Metre, was ar-
rested in Humnabad. The
search continues for Mas-
tan alias Masha Kamal-
apure and Sagar Bhi-
maraya.
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BJP seeks Priyank Kharge’s %
o resignation over law and order ¢

BJP demands Home Minister Priyank Kharge’s resignation, alleging
law and order failures and negligence in handling Kalaburagi issues

KALABURAGI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday demanded
the resignation of Karnataka
Home Minister Priyank
Kharge, alleging that he had
failed to maintain law and or-
der in the state and was not
effectively handling issues
even in his home district.

Addressing a joint press
conference, BJP Kalaburagi
Rural district president Ashok
Bagali and MLA Basavaraj
Mattimadu accused the Home
Minister of being “incapable
of running the department”
and urged him to step down
immediately.

The BJP leaders alleged
that Priyank Kharge visits Ka-
laburagi only during the Chief
Minister’s visits and claimed
that he focuses more on na-
tional and international issues
rather than addressing local

m BJP demands Home Minis-

BOR w

ter’s resignation immediately.

ignores home district.

- m Leaders allege total law, order

failure.

m Recent police station escapes
spark criticism.
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concerns. They cited recent
incidents, including the escape
of a POCSO accused from
Afzalpur Police Station on
July 3 and the escape of three
inmates from Kalaburagi Cen-
tral Prison on July 14, as ex-
amples of alleged failures in
the law and order system.

The BJP leaders raised sus-
picions over the prison es-
cape, alleging possible in-
volvement of insiders. They
claimed that the presence of a
ladder inside the prison and a
vehicle outside suggested
possible assistance and de-

m Opposition claims minister

manded strict action against
officials responsible.

The party also criticised the
government’s response to the
food poisoning incident at the
Morarji Desai Residential
Hostel in Dandoti village of
Chittapur constituency, where
around 50 to 60 students re-
portedly fell ill after consum-
ing contaminated food. They
alleged that no action had
been taken against officials
responsible.

Ashok Bagali further op-
posed the alleged move to is-
sue permanent residence cer-

m Prison breaks highlight severe
security lapses.

through criminal cases.

conference.

.Prayers for rain amid dry spell

{ RAICHUR

i Women of Jinnapur village
i near Kavital in Raichur dis-
¢ trict organised special prayers
i at various temples, seeking
¢ rainfall as the region contin-
¢ ues to face a prolonged dry
i spell and delayed monsoon.

The women carried holy

¢ water from a village well and

tificates to Bangladeshi infil-
trators, claiming it could al- :
low them to remain on elec- :
toral rolls.The BJP also de-
manded withdrawal of FIRs :
filed against 10 farmers, in- :
cluding three women, who
protested against a land sur- :
vey for the proposed Bidadi :
township project. The leaders
said democratic protests :
should not be suppressed :
i lack of adequate monsoon
Former minister Baburao
Chavan and other BJP leaders
were present during the press |
i reportedly started drying up,

performed Jalabhisheka ritu-
als at the temples of Durga
Devi, Basavanna, Anjaneya,
Sunkalamma and Tayamma.
As part of the traditional cer-
emony, they poured pots of
water over the sacred Agasi
Budde stone and offered
prayers for timely rainfall,
good crops and relief from the
prevailing water crisis.

The participants said the

showers has severely affected
farming activities in the area.
Many agricultural fields have

ibcworldnews.com

':I.]-

creating concern among farm-
ers who depend on rainfall for
cultivation.

The women expressed wor-
ry over the rapid decline in
groundwater levels, which has
affected the availability of
water in borewells across the
village.

They said the continued
heatwave conditions, along
with strong winds, have fur-
ther worsened the situation in
rural areas. The shortage of
water has created difficulties
not only for agriculture but
also for everyday needs of
villagers.

The women hoped that the
traditional prayers would
bring favourable weather con-
ditions and help revive water
sources. They also urged au-
thorities to take necessary
measures to address water
scarcity and support farming
communities affected by the
delayed rains.

Yadgir Police launch Operation RISE and Beda Bro campaigns across
460 institutions to combat drug abuse among students and youth.

Yadgir police launch anti-
drug awareness campaign

YADGIR

Yadgir Police will launch the
‘Operation RISE’ and ‘Beda
Bro’ awareness campaigns
across 460 educational insti-
tutions in the district as part
of efforts to support the Kar-
nataka government’s vision of
creating a drug-free state.

Announcing the initiative at
a press conference held at the
District Police Office, Super-
intendent of Police (SP) Prith-
vik Shankar said the cam-
paign aims to educate stu-
dents and young people about
the harmful effects of drug
abuse and encourage them to
adopt a healthy and sub-
stance-free lifestyle.

The campaign will cover
306 high schools, 85 pre-uni-
versity colleges and 69 de-
gree, polytechnic, nursing,
medical, engineering and oth-
er colleges across the district.
It will be conducted at both
district and taluk levels with
the participation of public
representatives and various
stakeholders.

Explaining the meaning of

Yadgir drug-free cam-
paign covers 460 colleges

Yadgir SP Prithvik Shan-
kar announced a com-
prehensive anti-drug
campaign targeting stu-
dents across 460 educa-
tional institutions, in-
cluding 306 high schools
and 154 colleges. The
initiative, conducted at
district and taluk levels
with community stake-
holders, aims to promote
substance-free lifestyles
and educate youth on the
harms of drug abuse.

RISE, the SP said it stands for
Refuse, Inform, Support and
Empower. He said increasing
cases of drug overdose linked
to mental health challenges,
family issues, workplace pres-
sure and academic stress
highlight the importance of
creating awareness among
youth.

As part of the campaign,
posters carrying information
about ‘RISE’ and ‘Beda Bro’

will be displayed at public
places. The posters will in-

which citizens can report drug
sales, consumption and traf-
ficking. Complaints can also
be submitted through the Kar-
nataka State Police (KSP)

Free Karnataka’ option. The
identity of complainants will
remain confidential, the SP
assured.

Police have been register-
ing cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act against
both drug suppliers and con-
sumers. So far, 15 people ac-
cused of drug consumption
have undergone medical ex-
aminations at Yadgir Institute
of Medical Sciences, after
which cases were registered.

To prevent the entry of nar-
cotics, police have increased
surveillance at border check-
posts and will use dog squads
for searches based on intelli-
gence inputs. Additional SP

Inamdar and Suresh Nayak
were also present.

Sirwar residents protest prolonged water shortage

RAICHUR

Hundreds of residents from
Wards 4 and 5 of Sirwar town
staged a protest and laid siege
to the Town Panchayat office
on Thursday, demanding an
immediate solution to the
drinking water crisis that has
affected the area for the past
two to three months.
Carrying empty water pots,
men and women gathered out-
side the Town Panchayat of-
fice from the morning and
raised slogans demanding
regular drinking water supply.
The protesters expressed an-
ger over the prolonged short-
age and accused civic author-

ities of failing to address their
repeated complaints.

The residents raised slogans
stating, “Provide drinking wa-
ter or the officials should re-
sign,” and demanded account-
ability from the concerned
authorities. They alleged that
the lack of proper water sup-
ply had caused severe incon-
venience to households, forc-
ing people to struggle for
their daily needs.

Later, the protesters submit-
ted a memorandum to Town
Panchayat Chief Officer Jas-
pal Singh, urging immediate
action to restore a regular and
reliable water supply in the
affected wards.

POLICE VERSIONS CLASH

Singh assured the residents

drilled within the next two to
three days.

He also assured that steps

Committee reviews SIR electoral revision progress

manent solution to the drink-

would be taken to find a per-

ing water problem.

Following the assurance '
from the officials, the protest- :
. The district-level Anti-SIR
i People’s Movement Commit-
i tee held a meeting in Bidar to
i review the progress of the on-
i going Special Intensive Revi-

ers withdrew their agitation.
The demonstration witnessed
participation from hundreds
of residents, including wom-
en, local leaders and Karnata-

ka Rajya Raitha Sangha dis-
i and discuss challenges faced
i by voters during the process.

trict committee member
Nagaraj Bommanal.

Yadgir farmers seek

i Hundreds of farmers under the
i banner of Karnataka Prantha
. Raitha Sangha (KPRS) staged
. a protest outside the Deputy
clude QR codes through i Commissioner’s office, de-
¢ manding immediate action on
¢ nine major issues, including
i drought declaration, loan
¢ waiver and increased crop loss
¢ compensation.

App by selecting the ‘Drug-
¢ mitted a memorandum to Dep-
¢ uty Commissioner Rahul Pan-
i dey, highlighting the difficul-
: ties faced by the farming com-
i munity due to inadequate
i rainfall and crop damage.
: KPRS district president Chan-
¢ nappa Anegundi said that Yad-
i gir had witnessed poor rainfall
i over the past one-and-a-half
i months, causing crops to dry
i up and creating severe finan-
i cial pressure on farmers who
i had taken loans for cultivation.

The protesting farmers sub-

The protesters urged the

i government to implement a
¢ farm loan waiver scheme, pro-
¢ vide employment opportuni-
i ties under the Mahatma Gand-
¢ hi National Rural Employment
i Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
Dharanesh and DySPs Javid | and ensure timely payment of

© wages every 15 days.

Other demands included the

i release of water from the Al-
i matti reservoir to restore dried-
¢ up lakes and tanks in the dis-
i trict. They also sought land
¢ ownership rights and basic fa-
Receiving the memoran-
dum, Chief Officer Jaspal i Shettikera village of Shahapur
¢ taluk.
that new borewells would be

cilities for 13 Dalit families in

The farmers alleged poor

quality in several Jal Jeevan

drought relief, loan waiver

. YADGIR

| A

The farmers

demanded that the
government

immediately declare

Yadgir as a drought-hit
district and provide
compensation of 50,000 per
acre under natural calamity
relief measures. They also
sought 10 lakh compensation
for the families of three
farmers who allegedly died by
suicide recently in the district.

—Channappa Anegundi,
KPRS district president

Yadgir farmers protest
demanding drought
declaration, loan waiver,
crop compensation,
MGNREGA jobs, water
release and fulfilment of
nine-point charter
submitted to officials.

Mission works and demanded
criminal action against offi-
cials responsible. They also
requested that crop insurance
surveys be conducted directly
by government agencies in-
stead of private firms and that
compensation be provided

KPRS demands Yadgir
drought declaration

Hundreds of farmers
led by the Karnataka
Prantha Raitha Sangha
(KPRS) protested out-
side the Yadgir Deputy
Commissioner’s office,
presenting a memoran-
dum to DC Rahul Pand-
ey. They demanded an
immediate drought-hit
declaration, 50,000 per
acre crop loss compen-
sation, loan waivers, and
10 lakh compensation
for families of local
farmers who died by
suicide.

without delay.

The protesters further de-
manded withdrawal of cases
filed against farmers opposing
the acquisition of fertile agri-
cultural land for the Bidadi
township project, stating that
democratic protests should not
be suppressed.

BIDAR

sion (SIR) of electoral rolls

Prison escape probe hit by conflicting police accounts

KALABURAGI

Conflicting statements from
senior police officials regard-
ing the arrest of an escaped
Kalaburagi Central Prison in-
mate have raised questions
over the official account of the
operation.

The issue relates to the es-
cape of three convicted prison-
ers from Kalaburagi Central
Prison during the early hours
of Tuesday. The incident trig-
gered a major search operation
across Kalaburagi and neigh-
bouring Bidar district.

Bidar Superintendent of Po-
lice Pradeep Gunti stated that

one of the escaped inmates,
Santosh, was arrested on Tues-
day evening in the industrial
area on the outskirts of Hum-
nabad. According to his ver-
sion, two escaped inmates had
travelled from Kalaburagi to-
wards Humnabad in a state
transport bus.

During a routine vehicle in-
spection near Humnabad, the

Police opened fire in

‘ ‘ self-defenceand a
bullet hit Santosh’s

right leg. The injured inmate
and two injured policemen
were admitted to Government
Hospital in Kalaburagi and
were reported to be stable. A
separate case has also been
registered in connection with
theincident.

—Dr. Sharanappa S.D,
Police Commissioner

inmates allegedly noticed po-
lice personnel and got down
from the bus before attempting
to escape into the nearby in-
dustrial area. Police chased
them, leading to the arrest of

Santosh, while another inmate
managed to flee.However, Ka-
laburagi City Police Commis-
sioner Dr. Sharanappa S.D.
gave a different version on
Wednesday. He said police re-
ceived information on Wednes-
day morning that Santosh was
moving near the industrial area
off Humnabad Ring Road. Ac-
cording to him, the inmate al-
legedly attacked the police
team after refusing to surren-
der.

The Commissioner said po-
lice opened fire in self-defence
and a bullet hit Santosh’s right
leg. The injured inmate and
two injured policemen were

admitted to Government Hos-
pital in Kalaburagi and were
reported to be stable. A sepa- |
¢ Farmers’ organisations in North
i Karnataka have renewed their
i demand for shifting the regional
¢ offices of Karnataka Neeravari
{ Nigam Limited (KNNL) and
i Krishna Bhagya Jala Nigam Li
¢ mited (KBJNL) from Bengaluru
Tuesday evening vehicle
i cessive governments have failed
i to implement earlier promises.

rate case has also been regis-
tered in connection with the
incident. The two statements
differ mainly over the timing
and circumsta nces of the ar-
rest. While the Bidar SP said
the arrest occurred during a

check, the Kalaburagi Police
Commissioner described a

Wednesday morning encounter.
i taka Raitha Abhivruddhi Sang-
¢ ha, along with hundreds of farm-
i ers, said relocating the offices
i closer to major irrigation com-
¢ mand areas would help farmers

The conflicting accounts
from two senior officers have
created confusion and prompt-
ed demands for an official clar-
ification.

The meeting was conducted
at the Karnataka Sahitya
Sangha Hall, where members
discussed the implementation
of the SIR exercise in Bidar
district, issues in the applica-
tion process and difficulties
encountered by citizens while
filling and submitting the re-
quired forms.

The committee decided that
its members would assist vot-
ers at rural polling booths and
urban wards in completing
SIR application forms. It also
resolved to bring problems
faced by voters during the
process to the attention of se-
nior officials for immediate
action.

Farmers demand irrigation
offices shifted North Karnataka

VIJAYAPURA

to the region, alleging that suc-

Members of the Uttara Karna-

access government services
more easily and improve the ef-
ficiency of irrigation administra-
tion. The farmers stated that
agricultural communities in
North Karnataka are already fac-
ing several challenges, including
irregular weather conditions,
crop diseases and declining mar-
ket prices. They argued that eas-
ier access to irrigation authori-
ties is essential to address farm-
ers’ concerns quickly. They
urged MPs and MLAs from the
region to unite and pressure the
state government to complete
the long-pending relocation pro-
cess without further delay.
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Fisheries department
invites applications
for various schemes

KOPPAL
The Fisheries Depart-
ment has invited appli-
cations from eligible
beneficiaries under vari-
ous schemes for 2026-
27. The programmes in-
clude fish market con-
struction, vehicle subsi-
dy, fish farming assis-
tance, fishing equip-
ment kits, fish fry pur-
chase, and pond con-
struction support. Eligi-
ble applicants can apply
online through the dis-
trict website until Sep-
tember 17. The schemes
aim to support fisher-
men and improve fish-
eries activities across
Koppal district. Officials
advised beneficiaries to
check eligibility details
and submit applications
within the deadline.
More information is
available from Fisheries
Department offices in
Koppal, Gangavathi, and
Kushtagi through the pro-
vided contact numbers for
further guidance and ap-
plication assistance.

Basava Kendra
organises lecture on
Vachana Leaders

HUBBALLI
Basava Kendra will organ-
ise a lecture programme
onJuly 19 at Basava San-
skriti School, Gokul Road,
to mark the birth anniver-
saries of Dr. Fakirappa Gu-
rubasappa Halakatti and
Sharan Hadapada Appan-
na. The event will also ob-
serve Vachana Literature
Preservation Day. Teacher
Neha Kanthi will speak
about Dr. F. Gu. Halakatti’s
life and achievements,
while retired Deputy Com-
missioner Mallikarjun Han-
amasagar will discuss
Hadapada Appanna’s con-
tributions. Basava Kendra
President Prof. G.B. Halya
will preside over the pro-
gramme. Secretary Dr.
Suresh D. Horakeri invited
Basava devotees to partic-
ipate and make the cele-
bration successful.

SIR schedulerevised as
voter list work advances

DR.ITNAL SAID BLO VISITS AND BOOTH RATIONALIZATION EXTEND TILL AUGUST
8, WITH FINAL VOTER LIST RELEASE SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 19, 2026

KOPPAL

The Election Commission of
India has revised the schedule
for the Special Comprehen-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls, said District Elec-
tion Officer Dr. Suresh B. It-
nal. He shared the updated
details during a meeting with
representatives of recognized
political parties at the District
Administration Building on
Thursday.

Dr. Itnal said the house-to-
house visits by Booth Level
Officers have been extended
until August 8. Polling booth
rationalization will also be
completed by the same date.
The draft voter list will be
published on August 17, fol-
lowed by a period for filing
claims and objections until
September 16. The final voter
list will be released on Octo-
ber 19, 2026.

He said Koppal district,

covering five assembly con-
stituencies including Kushta-
gi, Kanakagiri, Gangavathi,
Yelburga and Koppal, has
11,90,214 voters. Census
forms have been distributed to
all voters during door-to-door
visits. As of July 16, 7,69,695
forms have been digitized,
achieving 64.07 percent prog-
ress.

Among constituencies,
Kanakagiri recorded the high-
est digitization progress at
70.49 percent, followed by
Yelburga at 66.03 percent,
Gangavathi at 63.06 percent,
Kushtagi at 61.58 percent and
Koppal at 59.88 percent.

The District Election Offi-
cer said 475 online applica-
tions are pending verification.
He informed that details of
absent voters, permanently
shifted voters, deceased per-
sons and duplicate entries are
being verified before taking
necessary action. He also said
BLO-BLA meetings have
been completed and Assistant
Electoral Registration Offi-

cers have been instructed to
conduct constituency-level
meetings.

District Election Branch
Tahsildar Ravi Vastrad, polit-
ical party representatives and
election officials attended the
meeting. Authorities urged
citizens to cooperate with the
revision process to ensure an
accurate and updated voter
list.

Koppal digitizes over seven lakh voter forms

The Special Intensive Revision of Electoral Rolls-2026
is progressing in Koppal district, with 7,69,695 census
forms digitized till July 16. District Election Officer Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal said the digitization process started on
June 30 and is continuing across the district. Koppal
district has 11,90,214 voters across five assembly
constituencies, and booth level officers have already
distributed printed census forms to all voters. Officials
are working to complete the revision process accurately
and update voter records. The district administration
urged citizens to cooperate with officials during the
ongoing form verification and digitization activities.

ibcworldnews.com

JD(S) urges
government aid for
drought-hit farmers

BASAVANA BAGEWADI

JD(S) youth wing president
Nikhil Kumaraswamy urged
the state government to im-
mediately declare drought-af-
fected areas and provide fi-
nancial assistance to farmers
facing severe distress due to
poor monsoon rainfall.

Speaking after conducting a
drought assessment visit at
Ukkali village in Basavana
Bagewadi taluk and receiving
petitions from farmers, Nikh-
il assured farmers that they
should not lose confidence as
the JD(S) party and Union
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy
would stand with them.

He said the state has wit-
nessed a severe drought situ-
ation as the monsoon has
failed this year. He urged the
government to provide crop
compensation and take imme-
diate measures to support
farming communities.

He recalled that Union
Minister Kumaraswamy had
waived farm loans twice in

Nikhil assured farmers of
JD(S) support, urged
drought relief and crop
compensation, recalling
Kumaraswamy’s previous
loan waivers and farmer
assistance during crises

“Nearly 70 per cent of farmers in
Karnataka depend on agriculture for
their livelihood. The government
should provide compensation of Rs
25,000 per acre to affected
farmers.”—- JD(S) youth wing
president Nikhil Kumaraswamy

the past and had supported
farmers during crises.

He said the present diffi-
culties faced by farmers in
Karnataka require immediate
government intervention.

Criticising the state govern-
ment,

Nikhil questioned whether
farmers’ problems could be
addressed effectively without
a full cabinet and a dedicated
agriculture minister.

Ramanagara plans stepwise
solution for civic issues

RAMANAGARA

Municipal Chairman K. Ses-
hadri said development works
will be carried out step by
step to address infrastructure
shortages in all wards of Ra-
managara city. He said efforts
are being made to improve
basic facilities and transform
the city into a model urban
area.He was speaking after
inaugurating road develop-
ment works at Manjunath-
nagar in Ward 25 and Archa-
karahalli in Ward 31 under the
Urban Development Project.
He said every ward has differ-
ent issues and the municipal
council is working towards
solving them through planned
development.

Seshadri said he and other
city leaders recently met
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar and explained the devel-
opment needs of Ramanagara.

He added that the Chief Min-
ister has shown interest in im-
proving city infrastructure. A
230-metre asphalt road from
the tractor showroom to the
government school in Archa-
karahalli is being developed
at a cost of Rs 1.17 crore un-
der the urban development
grant.

He said larger wards like 1,
22,23, 24,25 and 31 require
more attention due to their
size and growing settlements.
Ward 31 has several new res-
idential areas where basic fa-
cilities need improvement. He
said even a grant of Rs 25
crore may not fully solve all
issues, but important works
have already been started.

Development activities are
being taken up using Urban
Upliftment Fund, UDF, Mi-
nority Welfare Fund and mu-
nicipal funds based on public
requirements.

PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVES VISIT
LITERACY EXAM CENTRES

KASARAGOD

Public representatives visited
examination centres across
Kasaragod district to oversee
the Kerala State Literacy Mis-
sion’s 7th standard equivalency
course examination for the 19th
batch.

The examination was con-
ducted at six centres in the dis-
trict, where elected representa-
tives interacted with candidates
and reviewed the arrangements.
MLA Kallatra Mahin visited the
examination centre at Kasara-
god Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, interacted with
learners and distributed question
papers to candidates.

District Panchayat President
Sabu Abraham visited the ex-
amination centre at Kumbla
Government Higher Secondary
School and monitored the pro-
ceedings. Kerala State Literacy

Mission District Coordinator C.
Abdul Rasheed and other coor-
dinators supervised the exam-
ination process at various cen-
tres.

A total of 57 candidates ap-
peared for the examination, in-
cluding 16 candidates from the
Kannada medium and 41 from
the Malayalam medium. The
examination included subjects
such as Malayalam, English,
Hindi, Social Science, Basic
Science and Mathematics.

The oldest candidate among
those appearing was Vaikkath
Ravan, aged 80, who wrote the
examination at Nileshwar. The
youngest candidate was P.
Amal, aged 18, who appeared at
Bovikanam.

Officials said candidates who
successfully complete the
equivalency examination will
become eligible to appear for
the Class 10 equivalency exam-
ination during the current aca-
demic year.

‘Election Commission must avoid allegations’

MADIKERI

KPCC Vice-President and
Congress SIR in-charge V.R.
Sudarshan said the Election
Commission should conduct
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in a
manner that avoids allegations
of political influence.
Addressing a press confer-
ence in Madikeri, Sudarshan
said there should be no suspi-
cion that the SIR process was
being influenced by the BJP.
He stressed that the Election
Commission must ensure
transparency and protect the
voting rights of genuine voters.
He said SIR was not a new
process and had been conduct-
ed earlier as well. However, he

questioned the timing of the
current exercise, stating that
the process, which was expect-
ed to take place during 2015-
16, was being carried out now.
He said earlier SIR exercises
did not create the same level of
confusion and anxiety among
people.

Sudarshan expressed con-
cern that poor, migrant, Dalit
and weaker sections of society
were feeling insecure due to
the current process. He said the
Congress party was not against
SIR and had supported voter
list verification, but insisted
that no genuine voter should be
removed from electoral rolls.

He said Congress had ap-
pointed Booth Level Agents
(BLAsS) at every polling booth

to assist voters and ensure that
eligible citizens were not de-
prived of their voting rights.
He added that the party was
reviewing arrangements made
by the Election Commission
across districts and would
bring any shortcomings to its
notice.

Sudarshan also said voter
assistance centres and Booth
Level Officer (BLO) help cen-
tres should be increased to sup-
port citizens during the pro-
cess.

Congress spokesperson M.
Lakshman alleged that the de-
sign of the enumeration form
created confusion and claimed
there were attempts to remove
genuine voters from electoral
lists.

Hajamadi
residents
demand road
repairs

PADUBIDRI

The Hajamadi Auto Rickshaw
Union staged a protest in Ha-
jamadi village demanding im-
mediate repair of major roads
and submitted a memorandum
to the Deputy Commissioner
seeking urgent action.

The protesters alleged that
several important roads in Ha-
jamadi have deteriorated sig-
nificantly, making travel un-
safe for residents and com-
muters. They said the old
Public Works Department
road connecting Padubidri
and Hajamadi, built during
the British era, has developed
numerous potholes, creating
serious risks, especially for
two-wheeler riders.

The protesters highlighted
that Hajamadi is an important
connecting route to the fish-
ing harbour and that the poor
condition of roads is affecting
daily movement and local ac-
tivities.

They specifically pointed
out the damaged condition of
Narayana Guru Road con-
necting Hajamadi with the toll
plaza, Hajamadi Gundi Road
and roads leading to the Haja-
madi Mahalingeshwara Tem-
ple. They said these routes
have become highly inconve-
nient for public transportation
and regular commuters.

The union members urged
the district administration to
prepare a comprehensive plan
for repairing the roads and
constructing permanent con-
crete roads. They also re-
quested the authorities to con-
vene a meeting involving of-
ficials and elected representa-
tives to find a long-term solu-
tion to the issue.

Mysuru district committee

MYSURU

Deputy Commissioner G.
Lakshmikanth Reddy has di-
rected officials to ensure strict
enforcement of food safety
standards across Mysuru dis-
trict, stating that there should
be no compromise on the
quality and safety of food
served to the public.

Chairing the District-Level
Advisory Committee meeting
under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, here on
Thursday, he instructed food
safety officials to conduct sur-
prise inspections at hotels,
restaurants and roadside fast-
food outlets to check hygiene
and food quality.

Emphasising that ensuring
safe and quality food is a
shared responsibility, the
Deputy Commissioner said
inspections should not be lim-
ited to roadside eateries, as
even some five-star hotels
have been found lacking in
cleanliness. He also expressed
concern over the use of chem-
icals for artificial ripening of
fruits and synthetic colours in
food preparation.

Reddy directed officials to
conduct surprise inspections
at such establishments, collect
food samples and send them
for laboratory analysis. The
first-time violators should be
fined, but repeated violations
should invite stringent action,
including closure of hotels
and food establishments. The
officials must collect fresh
food samples from across
Mysuru city and district for

reviews food safety measures

T

|

laboratory testing.

Dr. Ravindra, Designated
Officer for Mysuru City, said
action had been taken against
traders selling artificially co-
loured green peas at the
APMC market, and fines had
been imposed. Raids had been
conducted against a network
involved in the sale of adul-
terated edible oil.

He appealed to the public to
report cases of food adultera-
tion through the Food Safety
Connect mobile application.

Dr. Ravindra said inspec-
tions have already been car-
ried out in several major lo-
calities, including Dattagalli,
Chamaraja Mohalla, Siddar-
tha Nagar, Ramakrishnanagar,
Lalitha Mahal Road, Lashkar
Mohalla, Sayyaji Rao Road,
Nelson Mandela Road, Asho-
ka Road, Nazarbad, Pulakeshi
Road, JLB Road, Ram Vilas
Road, NS Road, Gandhi
Square, Harsha Road, Goku-
lam, V.V. Mohalla and Kuve-
mpunagar.

During these inspections,
113 roadside food vendors
were checked, and notices
were issued to 49 vendors for
poor hygiene and sanitation.

 Key highlights
of food safety
meeting

m Officials directed strict en-
forcement of food safety
standards

m Surprise inspections
ordered at hotels and food
outlets

m Food samples collected
for laboratory testing and
analysis

m Repeated violations may
lead to establishment
closures

m Concerns raised over
adulteration and artificial
food chemicals

m Public encouraged to re-
port food safety violations

promptly

Additional Superintendent
of Police C. Mallik, Mysuru
District Designated Officer
Dr.

Kantharaju and officials
from various departments
were present at the meeting.

Zilla Panchayat CEO directs immediate
implementation of VB-G RAM G Scheme

KALABURAGI

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Rahul
Sankanoor directed officials to
immediately implement the
VB-G RAM G scheme by
providing wage employment
opportunities at every Gram
Panchayat level.

Speaking at a progress re-
view meeting held at the
Chincholi Taluk Panchayat
office in Chandapur, the CEO
instructed officials to ensure
effective implementation of
various government schemes
and improve basic facilities in
rural areas.

He directed officials to pre-
pare a list of eligible benefi-
ciaries under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana and other
housing schemes. He also in-

structed Gram Panchayat de-
velopment officers and staff to
work towards achieving the
assigned tax collection targets.

Rahul Sankanoor stressed
the need to provide essential
services, including drinking
water supply, cleanliness mea-
sures and street lighting facil-
ities, in villages. He advised
officials to work sincerely to

o

avoid public complaints and
ensure better administration at
the grassroots level.

The CEO also reviewed the
progress of ongoing develop-
ment works during visits to
several villages, including
Sulepet, Dastapur, Chandram-
palli and Polakapalli.

He inspected various proj-
ects and instructed officials to
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maintain quality and complete
works within the stipulated
time.

Earlier, government em-
ployees’ union representatives
submitted a memorandum to
the CEO in Chincholi, urging
correction of an alleged unau-
thorised transfer counselling
process conducted at the Ka-
laburagi Zilla Panchayat.

Officials and representa-
tives present during the meet-
ing included Taluk Panchayat
Executive Officer Santosh
Kumar Chavan, Nagendra,
Govind Reddy, Jagannath
Reddy Chatnalli, Bhimashan-
kar Kamakanoor, Heera
Singh, Ramesh Tumakunta,
Vijayalaxmi Kanakapur, Ra-
jshekhar Hittal, Madiwalayya
Swamy, Mallikarjun, Basa-
varaj Chalavadi and others.
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SIR progress reaches 61%
in Chitradurgadistrict

Deputy Commissioner urged protecting eligible voters’ names, correcting
errors, and improving reg|strat|on in low-progress Chitradurga city wards

CHITRADURGA

Deputy Commissioner T. Ven-
katesh on Thursday said that
61.03% of census forms col-
lected during the Special
Comprehensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls have
been computerized in the dis-
trict. The process is progress-
ing well with cooperation
from voters, officials and po-
litical parties.

During a meeting with po-
litical party representatives at
the District Collector’s office,
he said forms were distributed
to 14,40,534 voters and
8,79,154 forms were comput-
erized after voters returned
them to Booth Level Officers.
Verification work identified
details of 5,407 deceased vot-
ers, 4,821 permanent mi-
grants, 1,842 duplicate entries
and 116 voters who were ab-
sent from their residences. He
requested political parties to
cooperate in preparing an ac-
curate voter list without con-
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Karwar Polytechnic
invites applications
for guest lecturers

KARWAR
Government Polytech-
nic, Karwar, has invited

online applications
from eligible candi-
dates for guest lecturer
posts for the current
academic year. The ap-
pointments will be
made through online
counselling based on
teaching workload un-
der the Technical Edu-
cation Department. In-
terested candidates
must submit their ap-
plications before July
21. Applicants can get
more details through
the Department of Col-
lege and Technical Edu-
cation website or by
contacting the Govern-
ment Polytechnic of-
fice. The Principal in-
formed that candidates
can also reach the in-
stitution through the
provided phone num-
bers for further clarifi-
cation regarding eligi-
bility, application pro-
cess, and other details
related to the guest
lecturer recruitment.

Free health camp to
provide expert carein
Mandya

MANDYA
A free special health
check-up camp will be
held on July 18 at Sri
Vidyaganapati Educa-
tional Institution in Kot-
tatti village of Mandya
taluk. The camp is
jointly organised by Ta-
luk Administration, Ta-
luk Panchayat, Adi-
chunchanagiri Hospital,
Mandya Institute of
Medical Sciences, Kid-
wai Institute, Health
Department, and Indian
Red Cross Society. Ex-
pert doctors will pro-
vide medical examina-
tions and guidance to
the public from 9 am
onwards. Several digni-
taries, including Union
Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy and state minis-
ters, will attend the
programme. Officials
and medical experts
urged residents to par-
ticipate and benefit
from the free health-
care service.

fusion.

The Deputy Commissioner
said all responsible persons
should ensure that eligible
voters are not removed from
the list and mistakes are cor-
rected. He noted that voter
registration progress was low-
er in some wards of Chitradu-
rga city compared to other
areas. Party agents were
asked to support BLOs during
house visits to collect correct
information. Awareness cam-
paigns through municipal ve-
hicles have already been start-
ed to educate citizens.

The revision schedule has
also been extended. BLO
house visits will continue un-
til August 8 instead of July
29. Polling station realign-
ment and rationalization will
also be completed by August
8. The draft voter list will be
published on August 17, and
objections can be submitted
until September 16. Notices
will be issued by October 15,
while the final voter list will
be released on October 19.

Congress district general
secretary D.N. Mailarappa
said voter data collection was

Key Electoral Roll
Updates

14.4 lakh voter forms distributed
for revision process

8.79 lakh forms computerized
after voter submissions

Officials identify deceased, mi-
grant, duplicate and absent voters

Political parties urged coopera-
tion for accurate voter lists

BLO verification visits extended
until August 8 deadline

Final voter list scheduled for re-
lease on October 19

progressing well but urban
areas required more attention.
He suggested weekend visits
as many residents are unavail-
able during working days. He
also requested awareness pro-
grammes like cycle rallies,
marathons and student cam-
paigns.
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Disabled rally spreads SIR
voter awareness message

Dr. Akash said Election |
Commission’s SIR
schedule updates voter
records, with awareness
programmes across
districts, taluks and
gram panchayats
encouraging
participation
v

CHITRADURGA

A bike rally organized by the
District Sweep Committee to
create awareness about the
Special Comprehensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the electoral roll
was held in Chitradurga on
Thursday. The rally, led by
disabled persons, attracted
public attention and highlight-
ed the importance of accurate
voter lists.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Dr. S. Akash
inaugurated the rally at Onake
Obavva Circle. The rally
passed through important
routes including Madakari
Nayak Circle, Ambedkar Cir-
cle, Pravasi Mandir, Gandhi
Circle and Sangolli Rayanna
Circle before concluding at
the Zilla Panchayat office
premises.

“Every eligible voter should

beincluded in the voter list

while ensuring that ineligible

names are prevented from be-
ing added.”

- Zilla Panchayat

Chief Executive Officer
Dr.S. Akash

Dr. Akash said the Election
Commission has announced
the SIR schedule to update
voter records. He explained
that awareness programmes
are being conducted at dis-
trict, taluk and gram pancha-
yat levels to inform citizens
about the revision process and
encourage participation.

He urged eligible voters to
complete census forms and
submit them to Booth Level
Officers along with required
documents within the given
period. He said every eligible
voter should be included

while preventing the entry of
ineligible names into the voter
list. Participants raised slo-
gans supporting a transparent
voter system and carried plac-
ards highlighting the need for
public cooperation.

Officials advised citizens to
use voter help centres and
contact the helpline numbers
1950 and 180042551950 for
more information. Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Planning Officer
C.S. Gayathri, Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment Deputy Director Vijaya-
kumar, District Disabled Wel-
fare Officer J. Vaishali and
other officials participated in
the programme. The organiz-
ers said public involvement in
SIR is essential for maintain-
ing a strong and reliable de-
mocracy through an accurate
electoral process.

MLA HEARD VILLAGE GRIEVANCES ON BASIC SERVICES, DIRECTED OFFICIALS
TO RESOLVE ISSUES PROMPTLY AND IMPROVE PUBLIC FACILITIES

MLA Beldale reviews public problems
during village visit

Key highlights of
Dr.Beldale’s
village visit

m Development projects
inspected with focus on
quality standards

m Officials instructed time-
ly completion of ongoing
infrastructure works

m MLA reviews voter list
revision and registrations

m Transparency stressed
during electoral roll cor-
rections and updates

m Government schemes
promoted for eligible
rural beneficiaries

BIDAR

Bidar South MLA and BJP
State Secretary Dr. Shailen-
dra Beldale conducted a pub-
lic relations tour in Changal-
era, Nirna and Marakunda
villages of Chittaguppa taluk
to directly hear people’s
problems and speed up de-
velopment activities. He in-
teracted with villagers, re-
ceived complaints and as-
sured timely action through
concerned departments.
During the village visits,
residents submitted com-
plaints related to drinking
water, roads, drainage, elec-
tricity, school buildings,
healthcare, agriculture and
irrigation facilities. The MLA
listened to every issue care-
fully and held discussions
with officials on the spot. He
instructed the departments
concerned to take immediate
steps for resolving public
grievances and ensure that

people receive better ser-
vices.

Dr. Beldale also inspected
ongoing development proj-
ects, including road works,
drainage construction, drink-
ing water systems and public
buildings. He directed con-
tractors and officials to main-
tain high quality standards
and complete all projects
within the scheduled time.
He said public money should
be used responsibly and ev-
ery development work should
benefit citizens without de-
lays.

As part of the visit, the
MLA reviewed the progress
of the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of the voter list.
He instructed officials and
party workers to ensure that
no eligible voter’s name is
missing from the electoral
roll. He said new voter regis-
trations, corrections and up-
dates related to displaced and
deceased voters should be

completed according to rules
with complete transparency.

The MLA informed villag-
ers about various welfare
schemes of state and central
governments and urged offi-
cials to ensure benefits reach
all eligible beneficiaries. He
said development pro-
grammes are being moni-
tored continuously to provide
equal growth opportunities in
every village. Priority is giv-
en to roads, drinking water,
education, health, agricul-
ture, irrigation and infra-
structure development. Vil-
lagers welcomed Dr. Beldale
during his visit and appreci-
ated his direct interaction and
quick response to their con-
cerns. They hoped pending
issues would be resolved
faster through coordination
between officials and public
representatives for better ser-
vices and improved facilities
across rural areas with timely
support.

Green day celebration
teaches kids healthy habits

SRINIVASPUR

Karnataka Maulana Azad
Public School on Chintamani
Road in Srinivaspur celebrat-
ed Green Day—Vegetables
Day with enthusiasm for
LKG and UKG students on
Thursday. The programme
aimed to create awareness
among children about healthy
food habits and environmen-
tal protection.

Students dressed in green
clothes participated actively
by displaying different green
vegetables, leafy plants and
leaves. The school campus
was decorated with green-
themed arrangements, creat-
ing an attractive environment
that highlighted the impor-
tance of nature, nutrition and
a healthy lifestyle.

Headmistress Arun ex-
plained the importance of in-
cluding green vegetables in
children’s daily meals. She
said vegetables provide essen-
tial vitamins, minerals and fi-
bre that help improve immu-
nity, support growth and
maintain overall health. She
encouraged parents to develop
healthy eating habits among

children from an early age.

UKG teacher Shaziya intro-
duced students to various
green vegetables and ex-
plained their nutritional bene-
fits and uses. Through interac-
tive activities, children identi-
fied vegetables and learned
about their importance in an
enjoyable way. Students also
presented songs, fancy dress
activities and creative perfor-
mances promoting healthy liv-
ing and environmental care.

The celebration helped
young learners understand the
value of nutritious food and
protecting nature. The pro-
gramme was conducted with
support from Asif Pasha, Sha-
bana Taj, Bibi Hajira, Nag-
amani, Shaziya and Samreen
Taj. Teachers and students to-
gether made the event mean-
ingful by spreading messages
about health, cleanliness and
sustainable living.

Minor girl assault case
registered under POCSO act

SHIDLAGHATTA

A shocking case of sexual as-
sault on a 13-year-old girl has
come to light in a village un-
der the Y. Hunasenahalli
Gram Panchayat limits of
Shidlaghatta taluk. The Shid-
laghatta Rural Police have ar-
rested a 25-year-old youth
from the same village and reg-
istered a case against him un-
der the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act.

The victim, a Class 8 stu-
dent, had been suffering from
stomach pain for several days.
Concerned about her health,

her family admitted her to
Chintamani Public Hospital for
treatment. During a detailed
medical examination, doctors
found that the girl was preg-
nant. As hospital records con-
firmed that she was a minor,
the medical staff immediately
informed the Shidlaghatta Ru-
ral Police, as required under
mandatory reporting rules.

Based on the hospital's in-
formation, the police regis-
tered a case and launched an
investigation. During the pre-
liminary inquiry, police found
the alleged involvement of a
25-year-old youth from the
same village.

Officials urged better use of welfare grants

KARWAR

Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmi Priya has urged
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe communities in the
district to make proper use of
government grants provided
under various welfare
schemes. She said the funds
should help eligible people
improve their economic con-
ditions.

She was speaking at the
District Level Vigilance and
Monitoring Committee meet-
ing held at the District Com-
missioner’s office on Thurs-
day. The Deputy Commis-
sioner advised beneficiaries
of Nomadic and Semi-No-

madic Corporation schemes
to utilize opportunities under
Self-Employment, Entrepre-
neurship, Swavalambi Sarathi
and Ganga Kalyan pro-
grammes.

She directed Social Welfare
Department officials to pro-
cess applications related to
these schemes quickly and
ensure that approved financial
assistance reaches beneficia-
ries without delay. She also
instructed officials to conduct
regular vigilance meetings at
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sub-divisional levels and
solve the issues faced by
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe communities.

Committee members sug-
gested forming a fact-finding
team to review development
works carried out using com-
munity funds. They also re-
quested awareness campaigns
about pension schemes, rec-
ognition of RD-number-based
caste certificates for upcom-
ing Gram Panchayat elections
and immediate action against
encroachment of community
cemetery lands.

The meeting discussed the
need to protect the rights and
welfare of disadvantaged
communities through effec-

tive implementation of gov-
ernment programmes. Offi-
cials were asked to maintain
transparency and ensure that
benefits reach deserving peo-
ple. Zilla Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Dr. Dileesh
Shashi, Additional District
Collector Sajid Mulla, Deputy
Divisional Officer Shalam
Hussain, Additional Superin-
tendent of Police Krishnamur-
thy, Urban Development Cell
Project Director Zaheer Ab-
bas, District Social Welfare
Officer Umesh and officials
from various departments at-
tended the meeting. The ad-
ministration assured that nec-
essary steps would be taken to
address community concerns.

Dr Ullagaddl launches student career guidance handbook

DHARWAD

Additional Commissioner Dr.
Ishwar Ullagaddi released a
Career Guidance Manual pre-
pared by the Zilla Panchayat
Dharwad, Deputy Director
(Development) office and
District Education and Train-
ing Institute (DIET) under the
Comprehensive Education
Karnataka Scheme. The man-
ual aims to help students
make better career decisions
through proper guidance and
information about various op-
portunities.

Speaking at the release pro-
gramme held at the Addition-

al Commissioner’s office on
Thursday, Dr. Ullagaddi said
timely guidance and correct
decisions are important in
shaping students’ futures. He
stated that students can
achieve success when they

select careers based on their
interests, abilities and goals.
He said the manual would
serve as a useful guide for
students planning their educa-
tional and professional jour-
neys.

in

“Parents and teachers play a
crucial role in guiding students.
They should recognize children’s
interests and abilities rather than
imposing personal expectations.
Timely guidance can boost
confidence and help students
build successful careers.”.

— Additional Commissioner,

Dr. Ishwar Ullagaddi

Dr. Ullagaddi said many stu-
dents and parents currently
face confusion while selecting
careers. He pointed out that
fields like medicine and engi-
neering often receive more at-
tention, while several other

sectors also provide excellent
opportunities. He encouraged
students to explore areas in-
cluding science, commerce,
arts, agriculture, information
technology, skill development
and entrepreneurship according
to their talents and interests.
The manual has been pre-
pared around four important
factors: interest, ability, oppor-
tunity and success. It provides
information to help students
understand their strengths, ex-
plore career options, learn
about higher education oppor-
tunities and prepare plans to
achieve their goals. Dr. Ull-
agaddi said the handbook

would act as a helpful resource
for students seeking direction
about careers, competitive ex-
aminations and employment
opportunities.

The programme was attend-
ed by Deputy Director Girish
Padaki, Deputy Director (De-
velopment) and DIET Princi-
pal Basavaraj Nalathwada,
DIET officials, lecturers and
education department repre-
sentatives. Officials expressed
hope that the career guidance
manual would support stu-
dents in making informed
choices and encourage them
to explore wider opportunities
for a brighter future.




Parameshwara reveals major
sports development roadmap

Dr. Parameshwara announced Kanteerava Stadium redevelopment with
international facilities under PPP model, costing an estimated 35,000 crore

BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister Dr. G. Parameshwara said
the Youth Empowerment and
Sports Department has
achieved major progress in the
last three years through im-
proved infrastructure, athlete
support programmes and new
initiatives. He said the govern-
ment is working to strengthen
sports culture and provide bet-
ter opportunities for young
people across the state.
Addressing the media in
Bengaluru, Dr. Parameshwara
announced that Kanteerava
Stadium will be redeveloped
with international-level facil-
ities under the Public Private
Partnership model at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 5,000 crore.
He said cabinet approval will
be taken soon. The state will
also organize its first Interna-
tional Youth Festival during
December, January or Febru-
ary, bringing together youth
from different countries for
cultural and sports exchanges.
The Deputy Chief Minister
said 65 percent of Karnataka’s
population is below 35 years
and special programmes are
being introduced to guide
youth towards productive ac-
tivities. Athletes participating
in national-level events will
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Free bladder checkup
campat District
Hospital

Chitradurga
A free bladder checkup
camp will be held at Chi-
tradurga District Hospital
onJuly 18 in association
with S.S. Narayana Health
Hospital, Davangere. The
camp will take place in
Room No. 15 from 10 am to
1pm. Urologist Dr. U.S.
Karthik will examine pa-
tients and provide medical
advice. People suffering
from kidney stones, fre-
quent urination, prostate
issues, urinary infections,
burning sensation, blood in
urine, infertility problems,
or other bladder-related
conditions can use this fa-
cility. District Hospital au-
thorities encouraged citi-
zens to attend the camp
and benefit from the free
medical service.

SIR awareness drive
conducted through
street play

Mangaluru
The Election Commission
of India and Dakshina Kan-
nada District Administra-
tion conducted a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
awareness campaign with
a street play to educate
voters. SWEEP Coordinator
Sumangala Nayak urged
citizens to participate in SIR
and ensure that no eligible
voter is left out. Artists from
Balaga Karavali Janapada
Kala Vedike and Yakshaga-
na performer Girish Navada
presented a street play ex-
plaining the importance of
voter verification. Citizens
were advised to sign and
return BLO-provided forms
or complete them online.
The programme also in-
formed people about the
voter helpline number 1950

receive 15 percent attendance
exemption, while internation-
al participants will receive 25
percent exemption. The gov-
ernment has also approved 2
percent reservation for
sportspersons in 72,000 gov-
ernment posts. Additional in-
centives of Rs. 5 lakh will be
provided to athletes represent-
ing India in major internation-
al competitions.

He said 50 sports coaches
will soon be appointed to im-
prove training facilities. Pend-
ing Ekalavya, Sports Patron
and Lifetime Achievement
Awards will be presented on
August 29, National Sports
Day. A velodrome project will
begin in Mysuru on 17 acres
of land to promote cycling.
Around 115 sports students
have also received medical

and engineering seats through
sports quota.

Dr. Parameshwara also
spoke about drought manage-
ment and said 157 taluks in
Karnataka are facing rainfall
shortages. District officials
have been provided Rs. 5
crore each to arrange drinking
water through tankers in af-
fected areas. He said requests
have been made to the Centre
for NDRF assistance to man-
age the situation.

The minister announced
steps to improve Muzrai De-
partment administration cov-
ering nearly 39,000 temples.
CCTYV cameras and central-
ized monitoring systems will
be introduced to prevent mis-
use of temple funds. He said
master plans will be prepared
to protect temple assets and

DCM’s message
toyouth

The Deputy Chief
Minister urged youth to
avoid drugs and alcohol
and focus on sports and
creative activities for a

better future. He said
youth associations will
be formed in every Gram
Panchayat with 100
to 150 members from
all communities with-
out discrimination or
political influence. Each
association will receive
an annual grant of Rs. 10
lakh to promote sports,
culture, history and liter-
ature among young peo-
ple. The Sports Depart-
ment will manage the
initiative and strengthen
sports culture across
the state. The Deputy
Chief Minister said the
government aims to
make youth self-reliant
and encourage positive
growth.

develop government proper-
ties near important religious
centres.
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Ministers discuss Mamdapur
Lake land acquisition issue

BENGALURU

Water Resources Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy directed offi-
cials to place the proposal for
acquiring submerged land
near Mamdapur Lake before
the Cabinet. The decision was
taken after farmers requested
compensation and relief for
land affected by rising water
levels in Babaleshwar constit-
uency of Vijayapura district.
A meeting was held at
Vidhana Soudha on Thursday,
where Ministers Ramalinga
Reddy and M.B. Patil dis-
cussed the issue with officials
from the Small Irrigation De-
partment and Krishna Bhagya
Jal Nigam. The ministers said
acquiring the affected land
would prevent losses and dif-
ficulties faced by farmers in
the submerged area.
Minister M.B. Patil, who
represents the constituency,
said Mamdapur Lake was
built during the Adil Shahi
period in the 16th century.
The lake, spread across about
1,200 acres, supports around
15 villages and receives water
from the Krishna Upper River
Project. Due to water storage,
178 acres belonging to 42
farmers become submerged,

making cultivation difficult.
Patil said farmers had been
requesting Krishna Bhagya Jal
Nigam to acquire the affected
land. The estimated cost of the
acquisition is around Rs 42
crore, and the meeting was
held to seek approval for re-
leasing funds. He said the
move would provide relief to
farmers who depend on the
land for their livelihood.
Additional Chief Secretary
of Water Resources Depart-
ment Gaurav Gupta, Krishna
Bhagya Jal Nigam General
Manager B.M. Kulkarni, Mi-
nor Irrigation Department
Secretary B.K. Pavitra and
other officials attended the
meeting. Authorities said the
proposal would be discussed

M.B. Patil said historic
Mamdapur Lake
supports villages but
submerges 178 acres
of 42 farmers’ land,
affecting cultivation
due to water storage

“This move will provide relief
to farmers who depend on the

land for their livelihood.”

—M. B. Patil, Minister for Large &
Medium Industries and
Infrastructure Development

at the Cabinet level and nec-
essary steps would be taken
after the decision.

Deputy Commissioner inspected neem, uddu, groundnut, maize and cotton
crops across Dundoor Cross, Harlapura, Kotumuchagi and nearby villages

CROP REVIEW BEGINS AS
RAIN SHORTAGE HITS GADAG

GADAG

Deputy Commissioner C.N.
Sridhar inspected agricultural
fields across Gadag and Rona
taluks on Thursday to review
crop conditions amid a rain-
fall shortage during the 2026-
27 monsoon season. He said
farmers need not panic and
assured that officials are mon-
itoring the situation closely.

The Deputy Commissioner
visited Dundoor Cross,
Gangimadi-Hirehandigol
Road, Harlapura and Kotumu-
chagi villages in Gadag taluk
and examined neem, uddu,
groundnut, maize and cotton
crops. Later, he visited Nare-
gal village in Rona taluk,
where maize, sorghum and
groundnut crops were affected
due to insufficient rainfall.

Sridhar interacted with
farmers and collected details
about crop growth, water
availability, rainfall condi-
tions and difficulties faced by
cultivators. He instructed Ag-
riculture Department officials
to regularly monitor fields,
record crop damage and pro-
vide technical guidance to
farmers. He also directed Ag-
riculture, Revenue and Horti-
culture departments to work
together and take quick action
against pests, diseases and
weather-related issues.

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture Chetana Patil said the
district received only 82.50
mm rainfall from June 1 to
July 16 against the normal
121.4 mm, resulting in a
32.04 percent rain deficit. The
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EY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REVIEW

m  Deputy Commissioner visits villages to assess agricultural conditions

®m Farmers’ issues discussed during field-level interactions and visits

m  Crop growth and soil moisture conditions reviewed carefully

m Officials instructed continuous monitoring amid changing weather conditions

m Departments urged coordination for timely farmer support services

m Technical guidance and quick responses assured for farmers’ needs

district has a sowing target of
3,13,719 hectares, with
2,57,401 hectares completed
so far.

The Deputy Commissioner
informed farmers that crop
insurance registration under
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana is open until
July 22, 2026. Farmers with
eligible loans can register for
name and cotton crops: Offi-
cials urged farmers to use
the opportunity and stay

connected with agriculture §

officers for support.

Sub-Divisional Officer Gan-

gappa M, Tahsildar Srinivasa-
murthy Kulkarni and oth-
er officials attended
the field visit.
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Agriculture Department officials
should regularly visit fields and
monitor crop conditions to
prevent difficulties for farmers.
They must ensure timely
technical advice, guidance, and
departmental facilities reach
farmers. Officials are responsible
for monitoring agricultural
activities and taking immediate
corrective measures
whenever problems
arise.

- C.N. Sridhar, Deputy
Commissioner,
Gadag
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Protest Erupts
Over Insult To
National
Leader

KALABURAGI

Residents in Chincholi ta-
luk held a large protest at
Revaggi hill following the
defacement of a nameplate
honoring India’s first Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Dr.
Babu Jagjivan Ram. The
local community was
deeply angered after dis-
covering that slippers and
dung were placed on the
memorial in Kotaga vil-
lage, viewing the act as a
grave insult to a national
icon.

Led by community fig-
ures Girish Singhe and
Sandeep Doddamani, the
protesters submitted a for-
mal appeal to the Home
Minister via the local
Tahsildar. They demanded
the immediate arrest of
those responsible and
called for better protection
of public symbols to pre-
vent future social tension.

Population growth
threatens development
goals, says Health Officer

MAGADI

Taluk Medical Officer Dr. Ra-
machandra Kalakali has
warned that increasing popu-
lation growth is creating pres-
sure on natural resources and
may affect the country’s de-
velopment in the future. He
was speaking after inaugurat-
ing a special awareness pro-
gram organized by the Taluk
Health Department at Abhay
Para Medical College as part
of World Population Day-
2026 celebrations. Dr. Ram-
achandra said population
growth has contributed to
challenges such as unemploy-
ment, poverty, malnutrition
and increasing pressure on
health services.

He stressed that population
control is important for the
overall progress of the nation
and urged citizens, especially
young people, to understand
its importance and spread
awareness in society. Area
Health Education Officer G.
K. Umesh said promoting

family planning and the con-
cept of small families among
people is a collective respon-
sibility.

He added that health de-
partment schemes related to
family welfare and safe repro-
ductive practices should reach
more rural families. Senior
Primary Health Protection Of-
ficer Honnamma explained
the connection between birth
control and the health of
mothers and children. Health
department officials Mohan
Kumar, R. Ranganath,
Mamatha and Rudranamma,
along with the college princi-
pal, teaching staff, non-teach-
ing employees and hundreds
of paramedical students, par-
ticipated in the program. The
participants took a pledge
supporting population control
measures and spreading
awareness. Officials conclud-
ed that informed decisions
and public cooperation are
necessary to address popula-
tion-related challenges and
ensure a healthier future.

Bhagyanagar citizens seek future-
ready town development

KOPPAL

Various organizations under
the Janapara Sangathanagala
Union have submitted a peti-
tion to Bhagyanagar Town
Panchayat President Ramesh
Hatty, urging the civic body to
prepare a planned develop-
ment roadmap for the town
with a vision for the next 50
years. The organizations
stressed the need for sustain-
able infrastructure and better
public services.

The petition called for scien-
tific road widening, quality
asphalt roads and proper sign-
boards in all wards to improve

public convenience. It also
sought regular cleaning of
drainage systems, construction
of new drains where required
and proper maintenance of
streetlights to enhance safety
and reduce power wastage.
The organizations demanded
uninterrupted drinking water
supply to Bhagyanagar and
Nava Nagar from the Tung-
abhadra reservoir, along with
additional arrangements
through tube wells. They also
highlighted the poor condition
of the Bhagyanagar-Nava
Nagar road near the railway
flyover, where heavy vehicle
traffic has increased safety

risks, and urged authorities to
shift truck loading activities
away from residential areas.

The petition also requested
immediate steps to stop sew-
age flow near the Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Reading Centre in
Ward 19, improve traffic man-
agement and ensure tax pay-
ment records are updated
promptly. It further recom-
mended compulsory parking
space for new buildings, pub-
lic toilets along major roads
and revised garbage collection
timings, saying these measures
would help create a cleaner,
safer and well-planned Bhag-
yanagar.

K.V. Subbanna’s theatre legacy remembered in Chitr
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CHITRADURGA

Educationist and playwright
Dr. G.N. Mallikarjunappa said
Neenasam K.V. Subbanna
was a remarkable theatre per-
sonality who contributed
greatly to literature, education
and performing arts. He was
speaking at a Kannada sing-
ing training workshop and
lecture programme organized
during the memorial celebra-
tions of K.V. Subbanna in
Chitradurga. He said Subban-
na's theatre methods created

through creative expression.
Mallikarjunappa explained
that Subbanna used theatre as
an effective communication
medium and encouraged val-
ue-based learning among peo-
ple. He suggested introducing
Subbanna's theatre ideas to
children to develop creativity
and good taste. Senior jour-
nalist M.N. Yogish said the-
atre reflects society and Nina-
sam productions present so-
cial realities through mean-
ingful performances. He add-
ed that Ninasam, founded in

international recognition
through theatre activities.
He highlighted Ninasam's

nasam's trained artists are
working across the country.

Theatre reflects society, and
Ninasam productions bring social
realities to audiences through
meaningful and thought-
provoking performances.

—Senior journalist M.N. Yogish

tions. Awards were presented
to journalists S. Manjunath and
K.P. Omkaramurthy for their
achievements in journalism.
The programme was presid-
ed over by Headmaster Anan-
da Talawara. Several dignitar-

adurga

ists attended the event. Re-
source person K.P. Gane-
shaiah trained students in
Kannada songs including
Naadgeetha, Raithageetha and
national songs. Students and
teachers participated actively
in the workshop. Organizers
said the celebration helped
preserve Subbanna's artistic
vision and inspire future gen-
erations through theatre and
culture. The initiative encour-
aged students to explore cre-
ativity while understanding
the importance of art in soci-

for assistance and awareness and helped audi- Heggodu, Shivamogga dis-  achievements including theatre =~ The event featured talks on ies including Govindappa, E. ety and continuing the legacy
information. ences understand values trict, has gained national and  training, cultural camps, tours ~ Subbanna's life and contribu-  Mahesh Babu and theatre art-  of great thinkers.
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3killed during
village panchayat
meeting

Jaipur
A long-running dispute be-
tween two groups in Ra-
jasthan’s Bikaner district
turned deadly on Thursday
when a village panchayat
convened to resolve the
conflict erupted into vio-
lence, leaving three people
dead in a knife attack. The
incident took place in Sur-
janwali village under the
Chhatargarh police station
limits. According to prelim-
inary information, mem-
bers of the two rival groups
had gathered before vil-
lage elders in an attempt
to settle their differences.
However, the discussions
reportedly took a violent
turn, and one group alleg-
edly launched a sudden
attack with sharp-edged
weapons.

SIT summons
Sukhbir Badal in 2015
Behbal Kalan

CHANDIGARH
The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the
2015 Behbal Kalan and
Kotkapura police firing in-
cidents has summoned
former Punjab Deputy
Chief Minister and Shirom-
ani Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal for
questioning. He has been
directed to appear before
the investigation team on
Monday. The summons
come with less than six
months left for the 2027
Punjab Assembly elec-
tions, bringing the politi-
cally sensitive sacrilege
issue back to the centre
of political discourse
amid continuing debates
over accountability in the
decade-old case. Sources
said that the SIT has di-
rected Badal to appear
before the investigation
team on Monday,
marking a significant
development in the
long-running probe.
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NC sticks to statehood stir plan

Omar Abdullah says the NC will proceed with its July 20 Delhi stir for statehood
despite possible venue changes and parallel demonstrations by Kashmiri Pandits.

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Thursday reaffirmed that the
National Conference (NC) will
go ahead with its planned pro-
test in New Delhi on July 20,
demanding the restoration of
statehood to the Union Territo-
ry, even if the venue or mode
of demonstration undergoes
changes.

Addressing reporters, Omar
Abdullah said the party re-
mains committed to raising its
voice in the national capital
and will not retreat from its
decision despite develop-
ments surrounding the pro-
test.

The National Conference’s
programme to travel to New
Delhi on July 20 will go

ahead as planned. The venue
and mode of the proposed
protest may change, but the
party will not alter its deci-
sion, he said.

The Chief Minister stressed
that the demonstration would
be held publicly and not be-
hind closed doors. He added
that if the party intended to
conduct the programme dis-
creetly, it could have done so in
Jammu and Kashmir itself rath-
er than travelling to Delhi.

Pointers

m NC protest on July 20 to
proceed as planned.

= Venue or mode may
change, not the decision.

m Omar Abdullah rules out
holding a secret protest.

m Party leaders to reach
Delhi on July 19.

m Kashmiri Pandit groups
also plan a Jantar Man-
tar protest on July 20.

Responding to questions on
whether announcements of
other programmes on the
same day were aimed at sab-
otaging the NC's plans, Omar
Abdullah declined to specu-
late, saying he would not

comment on whether it was
an act of diversion or disrup-
tion.

The NC leadership, includ-
ing Omar Abdullah and party
legislators, is scheduled to
leave for New Delhi on July
19 to participate in the July
20 protest.

The development comes as
Kashmiri Pandit organisa-
tions, including Panun Kash-
mir, have also announced a
demonstration at Jantar Man-
tar on the same day.

They will seek a separate
homeland for displaced Kash-
miri Hindus in the Valley and
demand accountability for the
1990 exodus.

Both protests are expected
to draw significant political
attention in the national
capital.

The Court directed the SEC to announce local body poll dates within
five days, expressmg strong displeasure over the contmued delay.

Rajasthan HC pushes poll schedule

JAIPUR

The Rajasthan High Court on
Thursday directed the State
Election Commission (SEC)
to announce the schedule for
Panchayat and Urban Local
Body elections within five
days, expressing strong dis-
pleasure over the continued
delay in conducting the con-
stitutionally mandated polls.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Acting Chief Justice SP
Sharma and Justice Sanjeet
Purohit also instructed the
state government to declare
by Monday the timeline for
submission of the Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) Commis-
sion's report and completion of
the draw of lots for reservation
of seats.

During the hearing, the
Bench questioned State Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajeshwar
Singh over the delay and
warned that contempt proceed-
ings could be initiated if earlier

Key directions

m SEC to announce poll
schedule within five days.

m Govt to specify OBC re-
port timeline by Monday.

m Court warns of possible
contempt proceedings.

m SEC says polls can begin
within two days after
reservation classification.

mHigh Court had earlier
set July 31, 2026, as the
deadline to complete the
election process.

court directions were not com-
plied with.

Defending the Commission's
position, the Election Commis-
sioner informed the court that
the SEC was fully prepared to
conduct the elections but was
awaiting the government's res-
ervation classification. He said
the Commission could begin

the election process within two
days once the reservation exer-
cise was completed and com-
municated.

The court also sought an ex-
planation from the OBC Com-
mission over the delay in sub-
mitting its report, noting that
the panel had been constituted
on May 9, 2025, with a three-
month mandate. The Bench
observed that if the Commis-
sion was unable to complete its
assignment, it should state so
clearly.

The High Court had earlier
directed the state government
and the SEC to complete the
Panchayat and Urban Local
Body election process by July
31, 2026. However, the pro-
cess has yet to commence.

Reiterating that timely local
body elections are a constitu-
tional obligation, the court
warned that it could consider
appointing an independent au-
thority to oversee the election
process if delays continue.

India’s infra sector records robust growth

NEW DELHI

India recorded robust infra-
structure growth across civil
aviation, power, telecom,
highways, railways and ports
sectors, according to the quar-
terly update of the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Im-
plementation (MoSPI) re-
leased on Thursday.

The quarterly update of the
newly introduced PAIMANA
(Project Assessment, Infra-
structure Monitoring and An-
alytics for Nation-building)
Performance Dashboard states
that the civil aviation sector
registered a strong growth in
FY2026-27 (up to May) as
passenger traffic reached 7.1
crore and cargo handled stood
at 7.3 lakh tonnes, reflecting
10.6 per cent increase over
the same period of the previ-
ous year.

The sector also facilitated
10.52 lakh foreign tourist ar-
rivals during April-May FY
2026-27, reinforcing its role
in boosting trade, tourism
and global connectivity, the
official statement said,

In the power sector, the en-
ergy storage capacity is pro-
jected to increase significant-

ly across both major technol-
ogies, with Pumped Storage
Plant (PSP) and Battery En-
ergy Storage System (BESS)
capacities reaching 94 GW
and 80 GW, respectively, by
2035-36. The sustained
growth reflects India's strate-
gic focus on strengthening
grid reliability and enabling
higher renewable energy in-
tegration.

The telecommunications
sector witnessed robust
growth, with telecom infra-
structure expanding 3.7 per
cent year-on-year (YoY) to
8.55 lakh towers and 32.25
lakh Base Transceiver Sta-
tions (BTS), a 7.4 per cent
increase YoY, while tele-den-
sity improved to 93.26 per

cent in FY 2025-26, reflect-
ing deeper digital connectiv-
ity, the statement said.

In the Road Transport and
Highways sector, digital toll-
ing also strengthened, with
electronic toll collection
transactions rising by an im-
pressive 39.7 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 88 crore in FY
2026-27 (up to May), indi-
cating wider adoption of
cashless toll systems.

The Railways Sector has
enhanced both freight effi-
ciency and network capacity,
with average freight load per
wagon increasing to about
68 tonnes and the rail net-
work expanding to over 1.37
lakh track kilometers in
2024-25.

Zanzibar Prez
to visit India
from July 17-20

NEW DELHI

Zanzibar President Hussein
Ali Mwinyi will be on an of-
ficial visit to India from July
17-20 at the invitation of Vice
President C P Radhakrishnan.

During the visit, Mwinyi
and Vice President Rad-
hakrishnan will hold talks to
review the full spectrum of In-
dia-Tanzania ties and explore
new avenues for future collab-
oration. External Affairs Minis-
ter (EAM) Jaishankar will also
call on President Myinyi, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) stated.

For his visit to India, Hussein
Ali Mwinyi will be accompa-
nied by his wife and a high-lev-
el delegation comprising minis-
ters and senior officials.

President Mwinyi will be the
Chief Guest at the 63rd Convo-
cation Ceremony of the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Madras in Chennai. His visit
holds special significance as
the Zanzibar campus of the IIT
Madras has completed two
years since its establishment in
October 2023.

‘Datia bypollis
party’s battle’

DATIA

Former Madhya Pradesh
Home Minister and veteran
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Narottam Mishra on
Thursday stepped into the Da-
tia Assembly by-election
campaign with a call for or-
ganisational unity, asserting
that the political contest was a
battle for the party and not for
its candidate Ashutosh Tiwari,
amid reports of discontent
among a section of local
workers over the party's can-
didature choice.

This election is not about
Ashutosh. It is about the BJP.
People outside Datia will not
see whether Ashutosh won or
lost; they will see whether the
BJP won or lost, Mishra said
while addressing BJP workers.

ibcworldnews.com

Bihar launches smart
classes in schools

PATNA

The Bihar government on
Thursday launched the 'Smart
Class' initiative in 150 gov-
ernment schools across Patna,
marking a major step towards
integrating digital technology
into classroom education.

Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary inaugurated the
programme at the Govern-
ment Girls' Higher Secondary
School in Shastri Nagar and
described the initiative as an
important milestone in mod-
ernising Bihar's education
system.

During the event, the Chief
Minister visited a smart class-
room, interacted with stu-
dents, and observed a live
digital science lesson on the
structure and functions of a
cell. He also questioned stu-
dents to assess their under-
standing of the topic.

The state government said
the initiative seeks to provide
students in government
schools with digital learning
opportunities comparable to
those available in many pri-
vate institutions. Under the
programme, students of
Classes 9 to 12 will benefit
from live and interactive on-
line classes, lectures by sub-
ject experts, digital study ma-
terials, e-notes, recorded vid-

Bihar launched Smart
Classes in 150
government schools
across Patna, aiming to
bring quality digital
education to students

eo lectures, and regular mock
tests.

Officials said the use of au-
dio-visual presentations, ani-
mations, and multimedia con-
tent will make classroom
teaching more engaging while
helping students understand
complex concepts more effec-
tively. Recorded lessons will
also enable students to revise
topics at their own pace.

On the occasion, the Chief
Minister announced another
education-focused initiative
for meritorious students from
economically weaker sec-
tions. The Bihar government
will provide free coaching for
JEE and NEET aspirants in
10 model schools across Pat-
na.

The programme aims to en-
sure that talented students
who cannot afford expensive
private coaching receive qual-
ity guidance for engineering
and medical entrance exam-
inations, further strengthening
the state's commitment to ac-
cessible and inclusive educa-
tion.

Seers, right-wing groups slam
Ansari over Lord Krishna remark

NEW DELHI

A controversy erupted after a
viral video showed Maulana
Jarjis Ansari claiming that Lord
Krishna was a Muslim and of-
fered namaz five times a day,
with Hindu saints and right-wing
groups launching a scathing at-
tack on the Muslim cleric.

Maulana Ansari further drew
the ire of the seers for report-
edly reciting a verse from the
Bhagavad Gita in order to sup-
port his claim.

Reacting on the cleric’s re-
marks, Mahamandaleshwar
Vishnu Das said: A Maulana
has claimed that Lord Krishna
was a Muslim and offered
namaz. Whoever cuts off his
tongue will be rewarded with
Rs 10 lakh. He has hurt the re-

ligious sentiments of Lord
Krishna’s devotees. He does not
know even a single word of
Sanskrit and is misinterpreting
verses from the Bhagavad Gita.

Mahant Nirmal Giri of
Agra’s Kailash Mahadev Tem-
ple said Maulana Ansari al-
ways makes such nonsensical
statements wherever he gives
speeches, especially among the
Muslim community.

He (Maulana Jarjis Ansari)
has created a kind of propa-
ganda about how to attack Sa-
natan Dharma and keeps creat-
ing such an atmosphere. Nir-
mal Giri echoed, saying: The
Maulana does not have any
knowledge of Shrimad Bhag-
wat Gita and neither about
Lord Krishna. Peethadheesh-
war of Tapasvi Chhawani

Jagadguru Paramhans Acharya
also said: The statement made
by Maulana Jarjis is baseless,
without evidence, inhumane,
and capable of disturbing
peace in the country.

Taking the criticism further,
Saint Deveshacharya ji Ma-
haraj said: The Maulana has
lost his mind that is why he is
making such absurd state-
ments. He knows nothing
about Lord Krishna, who is
revered as ‘Vande Jagadgu-
rum’. If he had said that Lord
Krishna was his ancestor or
someone he admired, that
could have been understood.
But claiming that Lord Krish-
na recited the ‘Kalma’ and of-
fered namaz is a very unfortu-
nate statement. Such remarks
only serve to spread unrest.

GOVT SCHOOL TEACHER SUSPENDED FOR
ASKING FEMALE STUDENTS TO UNDRESS

SAWAI MADHOPUR

In a shocking incident report-
ed from Rajasthan's Sawai
Madhopur district, a female
teacher of the Government
Senior Secondary School has
been suspended for allegedly
asking female students of
classes 9 to 11, to strip in or-
der to conduct a search after
finding some money missing
from her purse.

The school is located in Li-

wali village in Bamanwas
sub-division of the district.
Panic spread through the vil-
lage when the terrified stu-
dents returned home and re-
counted their ordeal to their
families. By Wednesday morn-
ing, a large number of outraged
parents and villagers had gath-
ered outside the school and
locked the main gate, staging a
massive protest.

The incident took place
when a senior teacher, Saras-

wati Meena, could not find a
specific amount of money in
her purse. She suspected stu-
dents from classes 9 to 11
and, under the guise of an in-
vestigation, forced them to
undress for a search.

Upon receiving news of the
commotion, the Chief Block
Education Officer rushed to
the spot, gathered details of the
incident from the aggrieved
students, and apprised higher
authorities of the situation.

Puri Rath Yatra: Devotlon trlumphs over torrential rain

BHUBANESWAR

Torrential rain failed to deter
lakhs of devotees as the
world-famous Rath Yatra be-
gan in Odisha’s holy town of
Puri on Thursday, with thou-
sands lining the Grand Road
to witness the annual proces-
sion of Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi Sub-
hadra.

Despite the incessant down-
pour, devotees carrying um-
brellas filled the Bada Danda
(Grand Road), chanting Jai
Jagannath and Hari Bol while
dancing in devotion as the di-
vine siblings embarked on

their nine-day journey to the
Gundicha Temple, believed to
be their birthplace.

The festival commenced
with the Pahandi Bije ritual,

during which the deities were
ceremonially escorted from
the 12th-century Shree Jagan-
nath Temple to their richly
decorated chariots. The grand

procession unfolded amid the
resonating sounds of tradi-
tional instruments such as the
ghanta (gong), kahali (trum-
pet) and telingi baja, while
priests chanted Vedic hymns
and Odissi dancers welcomed
the deities.

Although the Pahandi ritual
began ahead of schedule, it
concluded more than two
hours later than planned ow-
ing to the elaborate ceremo-
nies.

Following the ritual, Puri
Shankaracharya Swami Nis-
chalananda Saraswati offered
prayers to the deities. Puri
King Gajapati Maharaja Dib-

ya Singha Deb, regarded as
the first servitor of Lord Ja-
gannath, later performed the
symbolic ‘Chhera Pahanra’
ritual by ceremonially sweep-
ing the chariots with a golden
broom.

Authorities made extensive
arrangements to ensure the
smooth conduct of the festival
despite heavy rainfall. More
than 13,000 police personnel,
supported by Central Armed
Police Forces, have been de-
ployed across Puri, while the
Indian Coast Guard and Indi-
an Navy remain on alert to
secure the coastal region
during the annual pilgrimage.

Telangana MLC’s son among
3 caught consuming drugs

HYDERABAD

Son of a Member of Telanga-
na Legislative Council and
two other youth were caught
for allegedly consuming
drugs but the MLC de- _.-
nied that his son con-
sumed drugs or he M
was arrested. 5
Bharat Raj Reddy,
Abhishek and Yunith
were reportedly
caught during a police
raid in Mangalhat area on
Wednesday night. The raid
was reportedly conducted fol-
lowing a tip-off that a group

¢ was allegedly involved in

purchase and consumption of
marijuana and hash oil.
While three persons were
apprehended during the raid,
four others managed to es-
cape. Police have seized 24
grams of hash oil and 22
grams of marijuana.
The trio were taken
to Mangalhat Police
Station, where their
blood samples were
collected. They were
subsequently shifted to
Osmania General Hospital
for medical examination.
A search was on for four
absconding accused; Soni,
Vamsi, Manoj and Tulija.
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PM Modi expresses
sympathies to
Qatar’s Amir

NEW DELHI
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi spoke
with Qatar’s Amir to
express heartfelt
sympathies following
the death of former
leader Sheikh Ham-
ad bin Khalifa Al
Thani. Modi praised
the late leader’s
strong affection for
India and his support
for the local Indian
community.

To honor his memory,
India observed a na-
tional day of mourn-
ing, flying flags at
half-mast across of-
ficial government
buildings. Union Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju also
traveled to Qatar to
deliver condolences
in person. Both na-
tions pledged to
build upon Sheikh
Hamad’s lasting
legacy by continuing
to deepen their
friendship and stra-
tegic partnership.
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NHIT appoints highway
maintenance consultants

Consultants to oversee highway maintenance, improve operational efficiency, enhance
safety, adopt global best practices and strengthen management of NH assets

NEW DELHI

The National Highways Infra
Trust (NHIT), an Infrastruc-
ture Investment Trust (InvIT)
sponsored by the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHALI), has appointed Gen-
eral Management Consultants
(GMCs) to strengthen the op-
eration and maintenance of
National Highway assets un-
der its portfolio.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways an-
nounced the initiative on
Thursday, describing it as a
significant step towards
adopting global best practices
in highway asset manage-
ment.

The consultants will carry
out systematic inspections of
highway stretches through
daily, weekly and monthly as-
sessments using a combina-
tion of visual inspections and
advanced equipment-based

evaluation techniques. Based
on these inspections, they will
identify maintenance require-
ments, recommend safety in-
terventions, undertake defect
rectification and propose ca-
pacity augmentation measures
to improve road quality and
commuter comfort.

In the first phase, consultants
will oversee the operation and
maintenance of 908 kilometres
of National Highway assets.
NHIT currently manages a total
network of 2,653 kilometres
and was registered with the Se-

curities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) as an InvIT in Oc-
tober 2020.

Apart from monitoring asset
conditions, the consultants will
supervise procurement of spe-
cialised contractors and agen-
cies, oversee execution of
maintenance works, certify
completed projects and recom-
mend improvements in toll pla-
za operations and traffic man-
agement. They will also ensure
timely reporting and compli-
ance with SEBI’s regulatory
framework governing Infra-

In-short

m NHIT appoints General
Management Consultants.

m First phase covers 908
km of highways.

m NHIT portfolio spans 2,653 km.

= Consultants to conduct
regular inspections.

m Focus on safety, maintenance
and traffic management.

m Initiative aligned with
global best practices.

m Expected to boost innova-
tion and employment in
infrastructure.

structure Investment Trusts.

NHIT is supported by Na-
tional Highways InvIT Project
Managers Private Limited
(NHIPMPL), a wholly owned
subsidiary of NHAI, which
serves as the Project Manager
for the highway assets.

APEDA facilitates 1st organic apricot
shipment from Ladakh to UAE

LEH

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Thurs-
day said that the export of
first shipment of 5 metric
tonnes of organic apricots
from Ladakh to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) is yet
another example of domestic
food products gaining global
recognition.

In a post on social media
platform X, the minister said
that over the past few months,
thanks to the efforts of the
Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (APEDA),
farmers across the country
have been gaining better pric-
es for their produce and new

access to global markets.

The export of the first ship-
ment of 5 metric tonnes of
organic apricots from Ladakh
to the UAE is yet another
powerful example of this, said
Goyal.

This initiative will play a
crucial role in giving Indian
organic products international
recognition, increasing farm-
ers’ incomes, and creating
new opportunities for sustain-
able livelihoods, the minister
noted.

Last week, APEDA facili-
tated the export of two metric
tonnes (MT) of Amrapali
mangoes, sourced from wom-
en-led farmer producer com-
panies in Jharkhand’s tribal
areas, to Dubai.

KOLKATA

Actress-turned-politician and
Trinamool leader, Rukmini
Mallick, popularly known as
Koel Mallick, has resigned
from the Rajya Sabha, just
three months after being
elected to the Upper House.

She is the fourth Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha mem-
ber to resign since June this
year, after the results of the
recently concluded West Ben-
gal elections were declared,
which marked the landslide
defeat of the Trinamool Con-
gress.

Earlier, Sukhendu Sekhar
Roy, Sushmita Dev and
Prakash Chik Baraik resigned
from the Upper House one
after another. However, all

Koel Mallick

resigns from Rajya Sabha

three joined the BJP and have
been nominated as BJP candi-
dates for the bypolls sched-
uled later this month for the
three seats vacated by them.

Now speculations are rife in
the political circles of West
Bengal that Mallick is proba-
bly heading for the same for-
mula, as immediately after
tendering her resignation to
the Rajya Sabha chairperson
and Vice-President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan, she was spotted at
the residence of the Union
Minister of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change, Bh-
upendra Yadav.

It is learnt that Mallick had
earlier sent her resignation
letter to Radhakrishnan by
email. But as per the rules, to
resign from the Rajya Sabha,

an MP has to appear in per-
son. Accordingly, she ap-
peared in person on Thursday
afternoon and submitted her
resignation letter to the Rajya
Sabha Chairperson.

In February this year, when
the Trinamool Congress an-
nounced the names of four
candidates for the Rajya
Sabha, there was total sur-
prise over the selection of
candidates. Besides Malick,
the other three candidates
were former Director General
of West Bengal Police Rajeev
Kumar, singer-turned-politi-
cian and former minister in
the Narendra Modi-led Union
Cabinet Babul Supriyo and
the Supreme Court Senior Ad-
vocate Dr Menaka Gu-
ruswamy.
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Army chief Seth
reviews eastern
op preparedness

KOLKATA

Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Dhiraj
Seth on Thursday reviewed
the operational preparedness
of the Tezpur-based IV
Corps, also known as the
Gajraj Corps, during his vis-
it to the Eastern Command.

The review is part of his
ongoing assessment of key
military formations respon-
sible for safeguarding In-
dia's eastern frontier and
maintaining internal securi-
ty.
Over the past two days,
the Army Chief also visited
the headquarters of the
XXXIIT Corps (Trishakti
Corps) at Sukna and the III
Corps (Spear Corps) at Di-
mapur. During his interac-
tion with senior command-
ers at Tezpur, Gen Seth was
briefed on the prevailing
security situation, operation-
al readiness and capability
development initiatives un-
dertaken by units and for-
mations under the Eastern
Command.

The Gajraj Corps is re-
sponsible for the security of
Assam and parts of
Arunachal Pradesh. It com-
prises the 71st Mountain
Division at Missamari, the
21st Mountain Division
(Red Horn Division) at Ran-
gia and the 5th Mountain
Division (Ball of Fire Divi-
sion) at Rupa near Bomdila,
close to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

The Army Chief reviewed
measures adopted by the
formation to ensure peace,
stability and a secure envi-
ronment in the region. He
was also briefed on the
Corps' coordination with the
civil administration and
Central Armed Police Forc-
es through developmental
projects, community out-
reach programmes and as-

The review is part of his
ongoing assessment of
key military formations
responsible for
safeguarding India’s
eastern frontier

I
sistance to local authorities.

Gen Seth appreciated the
Corps for its contribution to
maintaining internal security
in Assam and Meghalaya, as
well as its swift response
during disaster relief and
humanitarian assistance op-
erations. He also lauded the
troops for their professional-
ism, high morale and adop-
tion of emerging technolo-
gies to enhance operational
capability.

General Seth hails
Gajraj Corps

General Dhiraj Seth
commended the Gajraj
Corps for maintaining
high operational read-
iness, strengthening
coordination with civil
authorities and Central
Armed Police Forces,
and effectively using
emerging technologies.
He also praised the
formation's role in en-
suring internal security,
humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief
across Assam, Megha-
laya and the eastern
frontier.

SC takes on record UP police
report clearing Mishra

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day took on record a status
report filed by the Uttar
Pradesh Police stating that its
investigation found no evi-
dence against former Union
Minister Ajay Mishra and his
son Ashish Mishra in the alleged
witness intimidation case linked
to the 2021 Lakhimpur Kheri vi-
olence.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana was hearing a matter in
which the apex court is monitor-
ing the progress of the Lakhimpur
Kheri trials.

The Uttar Pradesh Police in-
formed the CJI Kant-led
Bench that a charge sheet
had been filed only
against one accused,
Amandeep Singh, in the
witness intimidation =
case and that the investi-

gation did not reveal the involve-
ment of Ashish Mishra, Ajay
Mishra or others in the alleged
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‘Govt to extend fin aid
under UDAN for 5 years’
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The government will extend financial support
to airlines operating under the UDAN region-
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prosecution witness in the
» main Lakhimpur Kheri
violence trial, who had
claimed that at-
tempts were made to

The minister said the government is expand-
ing airport infrastructure at a rapid pace and is
now focused on improving regional connec-
tivity through policy changes.We are creating | |2)
either a new terminal or a new airport every
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Zone -2, Office fo the Executive Engineer, Chamarajpet Division,
#2nd Main Nanjamba Agrahara, T.R. Mill Road, Chamarajpet,
Bengaluru-560018.

No. EE/CRP/CORRIGENDUM/TEND/08/2026-27 _ Date: 15-07-2026
CORRIGENDUM

dissuade him from
~ deposing before
the trial court.

single month. Now we have to improve con-
nectivity, and for that we have brought chang-
es to the existing UDAN scheme, he said.
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Subject :- Corrigendum for Publication- Change of RFP
documents.
Reference :- 1) Tender Notification No. EE/CRP/KPPP/

TEND/08/2026-27, dated: 03-07-2026

Maruti Suzuki
fights consumer
court order over fuel

NEW DELHI
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overlooked.

The company remains
confident in its vehicle
safety standards and plans

-
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District Urban Development Cell, Chikkamagaluru
E-Mail:- ka.chikkamagaluru.dudc@gmail.com Tel: 08262-239010

No./ DUDC(1)CR/24/2022-23 Date: 14.07.2026
Tender Notice

Tender is invited through e-Procurement Portal in two cover system towards purchase

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chikkamagaluru District, Chikkamagaluru.

distribution of petrol driven three-wheeler(Scooters) to individual beneficiaries under Hon’ble

With reference to the Request for Proposal (RFP) published
earlier, it is hereby notified that the RFP Documents stand
revised and due to technical reason calendar of events has
been revised as mention below following Corrigendum to
the bidder's clarification regarding following works;

Last Date & Time for receipt of Tenders and opening of
Technical & Financial Bid: as published in KPP Portal

and

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

T /- DORFATETT QOICCHT,
TOFVOHT T QOIRCCHOONE QRN TTTT

All other Terms & Conditions of the original RFP documents
shall remain unchanged.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Chamarajpet Division

Bengaluru Central City Corporation

to challenge.
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Iran tells Houthis to
close Red Sea gateway if
US hits power network

DUBAI
Iran has asked Yemen'’s
Houthi movement to stand
ready to close the Red Sea
oil route if the United
States strikes Iranian pow-
er infrastructure, three
sources said on Thursday,
posing a potent new threat
to global energy supplies.
The idea has been dis-
cussed within the Islamic
Republic’s leadership, and
the message has been
conveyed to Iran’s Houthi
allies, two senior Iranian
sources and a regional
source familiar with the
matter said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

JDV Exposes Israeli Influence Campaign

Vice President JD Vance accused Israeli officials of attempting to
derail a U.S.-brokered cease-fire agreement with Iran

. JERUSALEM

! U.S. Vice President JD
{ Vance has accused certain
i members of the Israeli gov-
i ernment of attempting to
i influence American public
i opinion to derail a U.S.-bro-
{ kered agreement that ended
i the recent war with Iran, ex-
| posing growing tensions be-
| tween Washington and its
i closest Middle East ally.

Speaking during a podcast

. with host Joe Rogan, Vance
i defended the ceasefire deal
i reached last month, saying it
i was in America's strategic
| interest despite criticism
i from both U.S. and Israeli
i conservatives. He alleged

| that some Israeli officials

Dismissal of Ukraine’s
Defence Chief sparks
political crisis

KYIV
Protests erupted in Ukraine
on Thursday over the dis-
missal of Defence Minister
Mykhailo Fedorov as a dis-
pute between the reformer
and Kyiv's top general
spilled into the open during
the president’s second
overhaul of his wartime
cabinet in a year. Volody-
myr Zelenskiy’s reshuffle
has fuelled public anger
over his exclusion of Fe-
dorov, a 35-year-old tech
expert who has aimed to
reshape Kyiv's outmanned
army into a more efficient
fighting force to take on
Russia.

Ukraine Parliament
approves energy

executive Koretskyi
as new PM

KYIV

Ukraine's parliament on Thurs- '
day voted to appoint energy
executive Sergii Koretskyi as |
the country's new prime minis- |
ter, making him the third per-
son to hold the post since Rus-
sia launched its full-scale inva-
sion in February 2022. |

Koretskyi, who most recent- |
ly served as the chief executive !
officer of the state-owned ener-
gy company Naftogaz, secured
the support of 289 lawmakers
during the parliamentary vote. !
His appointment comes at a |
critical time for Ukraine as the |
country continues to confront
the challenges of the ongoing !
war while seeking to strength-
en its economy and deepen ties
with its Western partners.

Lawmakers from across the
political spectrum described |
Koretskyi as an experienced
and effective manager with a |
strong track record in oversee- |
ing Ukraine's energy sector.
His leadership at Naftogaz
earned him recognition for |
navigating complex operation- |
al and financial challenges !
during wartime, a factor that |
contributed to his broad parlia- |
mentary backing. |

Addressing parliament be-
fore the vote, Koretskyi out-
lined his government's imme-
diate priorities, placing nation- |
al defence at the forefront.

i wanted military operations
. against Iran to continue and
i had sought to shape Ameri-
| can opinion against the

agreement.

I know beyond a shadow
of a doubt that there have
been people within the Is-
racli government trying to
shift us away from that pol-
icy because they want to
continue the military cam-
paign, Vance said.

While maintaining that he
shares good relations with
several Israeli leaders, the
vice president warned that
foreign influence campaigns
become problematic when
they affect American politi-
cal judgment.

He added that attempts by
allies and rivals alike to in-
fluence U.S. policy are com-
mon, but decisions must ul-
timately reflect American
national interests.

Vance also reiterated his
earlier criticism of Israeli
opposition to the Iran deal,

arguing that President Don-
ald Trump remains Israel's
strongest international ally
despite disagreements over
the ceasefire.

Israeli officials have
maintained that the agree-
ment failed to adequately
address Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme and ballistic missile
capabilities, leaving signifi-
cant security concerns unre-
solved.

Asked whether the United
States would have entered
the recent conflict with Iran

without Israeli influence,
Vance responded unequivo-
cally, saying, Yes, I do, un-
derscoring the widening pol-
icy differences between the
two allies.

Pointers
m Vance accuses Israeli
officials of influencing
U.S. public opinion.

m Remarks made during
Joe Rogan podcast.

m Defends U.S.-brokered
Iran ceasefire agree-
ment.

m Says foreign influence
should not shape Ameri-
can decisions.

m sraeli officials remain
critical of the deal over
Iran’s nuclear andt mis-
sile programmes.

Fresh Israeli strikes killed five Palestinians as researchers reported the

highest level of attacks since the October Gaza ceasefire

' CAIRO

| At least five Palestinians
i were killed in Israeli air-
| strikes across the Gaza Strip
i on Thursday, according to
i Palestinian health officials,
i as a U.S.-based conflict
i monitor reported a sharp rise
| in Israeli military attacks de-
. spite an ongoing ceasefire.

Medical officials said two

| people were killed in an air-

strike near the Tuffah neigh-

i bourhood in northern Gaza,
i while another died in Israeli

tank shelling in the Zeitoun
suburb of Gaza City. A sepa-

| rate strike on a tent camp
i housing displaced civilians
i in western Gaza City killed
{ one person and injured sev-
i eral others. Another airstrike
{ targeting a vehicle in Khan
! Younis in southern Gaza
{ claimed one more life.

Witnesses also reported an

Israeli strike on a residential

building in Deir Al-Balah in
central Gaza, although casu-
alty details were not imme-
diately available. The Israeli
military did not comment on
the reported attacks.

According to health au-
thorities in Gaza, more than
1,100 Palestinians, most of
them civilians, have been
killed in Israeli strikes since
a ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas took effect in
October. While the truce
halted large-scale fighting,
almost daily airstrikes and
military operations have
continued.

Israel says the strikes are
aimed at preventing attacks
by Hamas and other militant
groups.

The Armed Conflict Loca-
tion & Event Data
(ACLED) project reported
that Israeli air and drone
strikes exceeded 40 in June,
the highest monthly total

Israeli Strikes Intensify Across Gaza

since the ceasefire began.
Analysts say growing do-
mestic political pressure
ahead of Israel's October
legislative elections may be
influencing the govern-
ment's security posture as
fighting continues.

Key Points

m Five Palestinians killed
in strikes across Gaza.

m ACLED reports attacks
reached highest monthly
level since October
ceasefire.

m [srael says operations
target Hamas militants.

m Gaza officials report over
1,100 Palestinians killed since
the ceasefire took effect.

m Political pressure ahead
of Israel's October elec-
tion may influence securi-
ty policy, analysts say.

Russian
regions report
deaths, injuries

MOSCOw

Authorities in at least three
Russian regions reported
deaths and injuries inflicted
by Ukrainian drone and rock-
et strikes overnight, as Kyiv's
campaign against Russian en-
ergy infrastructure continues.

In Yaroslavl region, 250 km
(155 miles) east of Moscow
and home to an oil refinery
that has come under repeated
attack, Governor Mikhail
Yevrayev said that one man
had been killed and another
four injured.

He said 19 drones had been
downed over the region, but
did not specify what had been
targeted.In the Volga river re-
gion of Saratov, Russian me-
dia cited local authorities as
saying there were casualties
after a drone strike on the city
of Engels, which hosts an air-
base that has come under re-
peated Ukrainian attack in
recent years.

Strong earthquake rattles
New Zealand's South Island

TE ANAU

A magnitude 5.9 earth-
quake struck near the town
of Te Anau in New Zea-

i land's South Island, shak-

ing buildings and prompt-
ing authorities to briefly
issue a tsunami warning.
The earthquake's epicen-
tre was about 40 km (25
miles) north of Te Anau,
which is the gateway to the
tourist hotspot of Fiord-

i land, according to New

Zealand's National Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy (NEMA). There were no
immediate reports of inju-
ries or damage. The agency
initially assessed the
quake, which struck at

© 9.14pm local time (0914
i GMT), at magnitude 6.3

before revising it down-
ward to 5.9.
Although the tsunami

i alert was cancelled, NEMA

said it expected coastal ar-
eas to experience strong
and unusual currents and
unpredictable surges at the

i shore.

Italy’s Parliament backs Meloni's
contested electoral reform

ROME

Under the current sys-

It said people should
move out of the water, off
beaches, and stay away
from harbours, marinas and

rivers. Local resident
Maylene Puyat, the duty
manager at Te Anau's
Fiordland Hotel, told the
earth quake was a bit
strong and she felt shaking
for one minute.

In the hotel, it's shaking,
but nothing moved in the
hotel, she said. Another
resident told local outlet
Otago Daily Times the
earthquake shaking was
long and loud and sounded
like a train. The walls were
definitely moving, they
said. There were more than
18,000 felt reports to haz-
ard monitoring system
GeoNet.

Italy’s lower house of parliament on
Thursday approved a highly contested
government plan to overhaul the elec-
toral law, a move opponents de-
nounced as an attempt to help Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni retain power
in the next election due in 2027.

The proposal by the ruling right-
wing coalition, comprising Meloni’s
Brothers of Italy, the League and For-
za Italia, would introduce a fully pro-
portional system while guaranteeing a
majority to any bloc winning more

than 42% of the vote.

Winners surpassing that threshold
would receive a bonus of 70 seats in
the 400-member lower house and 35
seats in the 200-member Senate. How-
ever, their total representation would
be capped at 220 and 113 seats re-
spectively, in a bid to avoid overly

large majorities.

Debate over the reform exposed
tensions within the alliance. On Tues-
day, lawmakers rejected a government
proposal to allow electors to express
preference votes for candidates on
party lists, partly due to coalition de-

fections.

The bill still requires Senate ap-
proval, which the government hopes
to secure after the summer recess.

tem, most lawmakers are
elected through proportion-
al representation, while
roughly a third are chosen
in first-past-the-post con-
stituencies that analysts say
tend to favour the opposi-
tion.The reform would
abolish the first-past-the-
post seats, including in
southern Italy where the
centre-left alliance led by
the Democratic Party (PD).

ibcworldnews.com

Trump Revives

Election

Security

Debate

CARLISLE

U.S. President Donald Trump
is set to deliver a primetime
address centred on election
security, renewing national
attention on his long-standing
claims about voting systems
and election administration
ahead of the November mid-
term elections.

The White House has been
considering whether Trump
will disclose classified intelli-
gence related to China's inten-
tions or capabilities regarding
the 2020 U.S. presidential elec-
tion. Sources familiar with the
discussions said some adminis-
tration officials fear the infor-
mation could be presented in a
way that may mislead the pub-
lic.

Trump has consistently main-
tained that the 2020 election,
which he lost to Joe Biden, was
marred by widespread fraud.
He has repeatedly questioned
the reliability of mail-in ballots,
voting machines and voter reg-
istration systems. However,
multiple court rulings, audits
and recounts found no evidence
of widespread fraud that could
have altered the election out-
come.

Reported that the intelli-
gence under review was col-
lected during Trump's first term
and does not indicate that Chi-
na manipulated votes or
changed election results. A
White House task force led by
conservative journalist John
Solomon has reportedly exam-
ined the intelligence docu-
ments in recent weeks before
the president's scheduled
speech.

Since returning to office in

Donald Trump will
address election
security, with reports
suggesting he may
reference intelligence
related to China’s role in
2020.

January 2025, Trump has
pushed for greater federal in-
volvement in election adminis-
tration and backed legislation
requiring photo identification
and proof of U.S. citizenship
for voter registration. Demo-
crats and voting rights groups
argue such proposals could
discourage eligible voters
from participating.

Some Republican leaders
have urged Trump to shift
public attention toward infla-
tion and cost-of-living con-
cerns instead of revisiting
controversies surrounding the
2020 presidential election.

Trump Speech
Content Still

Unknown: Leavitt
The truth is, nobody
knows yet what Presi-
dent Trump will ulti-
mately say during his
speech, White House
spokeswoman Karoline
Leavitt said, dismissing
speculation over the ad-
dress. It is reported that
intelligence reviewed by
officials does not show
China altered votes in
the 2020 election, de-
spite ongoing political
debate over election
security.

| hitherto known as
Nagasheela G D/o
Gangadhara R/o # 152,
Kadugodi Channasandra
Main Road, FClI Goden,
Kadugodi Bengaluru-
560067, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
VaishnaviG.

I, RAMAKRISHNA S/o
SAMBHAMURTHY R/0 14,
Sadashivapura,
Sasvehalli, Honnali,
Davangere, Karnataka-
577224, have changed
the name of my minor son
MALLA alias SHAMBABU
aged 17 years and he
shall hereafter be known
as SHAM.M.

|, MOHAMED ALEEM, Res-
ident of No. 41, 3rd Floor, 4th
A Cross, Opp Street of AMB
Public School, Kanaka Nagar,
R T Nagar Post, Bengaluru
-560032, Karnataka, have
changed my name to MOHAM-
MED ALEEM, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 16.07.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE | -cravce oF have

SATYARAYALA.

I, JYOTHI

United States Imposes Fresh Tariffs on Brazil

SANTOS

The United States has
imposed a 25% tariff on
most imports from Bra-
zil, marking the latest
escalation in President
Donald Trump’s trade
agenda and signalling a
broader reset of U.S.
trade relations with sev-
eral major economies.
The tariffs, announced
by the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative
(USTR), follow an in-
vestigation under Sec-
tion 301 of the U.S.
Trade Act into what

Washington describes as
unfair trade practices by
Brazil. The probe exam-
ined issues including
digital trade policies, il-
legal deforestation and
broader market access

concerns.

The move comes after
the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down an earlier
round of global tariffs,
prompting the Trump
administration to adopt

AR

a0

negotiations.”

“Extensive negotiations with

Brazil over the past year have
not resolved these issues, but
we remain open to continuing

-Jamieson Greer, U.S. Trade
Representative

a country-specific ap-
proach. Nearly 80 inves-
tigations involving
countries such as India,
China, Japan, South Ko-
rea and members of the
European Union are
currently underway,
raising the possibility of

further tariffs in the

coming months.

tion.

unjustified.

U.S. Trade Represen-
tative Jamieson Greer
said negotiations with
Brazil over the past year
had failed to resolve the
identified concerns but
stressed that Washington
remained open to con-
tinued discussions
aimed at reaching a mu-
tually acceptable solu-

Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Sil-
va strongly rejected the
U.S. decision, calling it

Bangalo

JANVI RAYALA.

I, SATYANANDA S V S/o
VIVEKANANDA REDDY M S,
R/o No.64, Thimmaiah
Thota, Near Chitrakoota
School, Nagadevanahalli,
Bangalore South, Bangalore
Viswavidalaya, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560056, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as

| CHANGE OF NAME |
N W/o
SATYANANDASYV, R/0 64,
Nagadevanahalli, Near
Timaiah Thota,
Bangalore South,
r e
Viswavidalaya,
Bangalore, Karnataka-
560056, have changed

my name and shall
hereafter be known as

|, YASMEEN SULTHANA, W/o.
Shakeel Ahmed Panapakam,
Resident of No. 1050, Abuba-
kar Masjid Road, Next to K K' S
Function Hall, Saraipalya, Dr.
Shivarama Karanth Nagar Post,
Bengaluru  -560077, Karnata-
ka, have changed my name to
YASMEEN SULTANA, vide affidavit
dated: 16.07.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

I, ANANTHA PADMANABHA Y S/o
Yegneswara Upadhayaya, aged
about 57 years, residing at # 64,
2nd Main, Dattatreya Nagar,
Bangalore South, Bengaluru,
Hosakerehalli, Karnataka -
560085, hereby declare that my
name is changed to ANANTHA
PADMANABHA UPADHYAYA for all
practical purposes, vide affidavit
dated 16-Jul-2026 sworn before
Advocate & Notary Ravi Kumar. V.,
Bangalore.

 NAME CHANGE

|, SHREEJA HOLEYACHI,
D/o. Sunil Holeyachi, Resident
of No. 40-102, Arya Hamsa
Grade Apts, Sy No. 28/2, J P
Nagar 8th Phase, Bengalu-
ru -560083, Karnataka, have
changed my name to SHREEJA
S HOLEYACHI, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 16.07.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

|, SABIHA SYED BABU,
W/o. Syed Babu, Resident of
No. 135/1, Bradshaw Street
4th Cross, Near Coles Park,
Nehru Puram, Shivajinagar,
Bengaluru -560051, Karnata-
ka, have changed my name
to SABIHA, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 16.07.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

 NAME CHANGE

|, MOHABOOB KHAN ASMA
BEGUM, W/o. Mahaboob
Khan, Resident of No. 30/2, 8th
C Main Road, New Guruppana
Palya, Shababul Masjid, Taver-
ekere, Bengaluru -560029, Kar-
nataka, have changed my name
to ASMA BEGUM, vide affidavit
dated: 16.07.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

Haveri,

BANAKAR.

| CHANGE OF NAME |
I, SHIVASALI KOTRESH
S/0 BASAVARAJ
BANAKAR, R/o #00,
Yattinahalli Grama,
Gudagur Post, Taluk
Ranebennur, Gudagur,
Karnataka -
581115, have changed

my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KOTRESH BASAVARAJ

|, MUSKAN TAJ N, W/o. Faisal
Pasha, Resident of No. 56/4,
B Street, Slaughter House,
Shivajinagar, HKP Road Post,
Bengaluru -560051, Karnata-
ka, have changed my name to
MUSKAN TAJ, vide affidavit
dated: 16.07.2026 before no-
tary. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

 NAME CHANGE

|, NAUFIA YUSUF, W/o Mo-
hammed Yusuf, resident of S4,
Lakshmi Enclave, Shankarap-
pa Layout, Deens Academy,
Whitefield, ~ Bangalore-560066,
have changed my name to
NAUFIA YUSUF W/o MOHAM-
MED YUSUF SAIT, Vide Affi-
davit Dated: 25.04.2026 before
notary YANKOBA, Bengaluru.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042




Messileads Argentina
int_o World Cup finall .

ATLANTA

Lionel Messi produced another
iconic performance to lead Ar-
gentina into the 2026 World Cup
final. Defending champions Ar-
gentina staged an incredible late
comeback to stun England 2-1
during a thrilling semifinal in At-
lanta. Lautaro Martinez scored a
dramatic 92nd-minute winner,
setting up a blockbuster final
against European champions
Spain.

England looked set to reach
their first World Cup final since
1966 after a strong performance.
Ten minutes into the second half,
winger Anthony Gordon pounced
on Morgan Rogers' low cross to
fire England ahead. Under man-
ager Thomas Tuchel, England
defended bravely while star play-
ers Jude Bellingham and Harry
Kane struggled to find space.
However, England made the fatal
mistake of sitting back too early,
allowing the reigning world
champions to take total control.

Argentina relentless pressure
eventually broke the English de-
fense in the closing minutes of
regulation time. In the 85th min-
ute, Messi delivered a brilliant
pass to Enzo Fernandez, who
controlled the ball before firing

past Jordan P1ckford Driven by
intense emotion, the South Amer-

icans continued their relentless H
attack looking to secure victory Onfield & .
before extra time. post-match tension:

Just as extra time seemed un-
avoidable, Messi delivered anoth-
er moment of magical genius in
the 92nd minute. The legendary
thirty-nine-year-old maestro
whipped an exquisite cross into
the box for substitute Lautaro
Martinez, who headed home the

¥ Early Fouls
Leandro Paredes caught
Jude Bellingham with an
elbow early on, and Enzo
Fernandez retaliated fol-
lowing an Elliott Anderson
tackle on Lionel Messi.

winning goal. The late drama
triggered wild celebrations
among Argentina fans, while
heartbroken English players col-
lapsed to the turf in total disbe-
lief.

# Bookings
Elliott Anderson & Lisandro
Martinez received yellow

cards as tensions simmered
on the pitch and touchlines.

This incredible victory keeps
Argentina's dream of winning
back-to-back World Cup trophies
alive. Messi now becomes only
the second player in football his-
tory to reach three World Cup
finals. Meanwhile, a devastated
England squad must travel to Mi-
ami to play France in the third-

% Post-Match Scuffle

Following the final whistle,

including Valentin Barco,
leading to a brief physical

Jude Bellingham approached
a group of Argentine players

push before Nicolas Otamendi
stepped in to separate them.

place playoff.

Argentina will face Spain in
the highly anticipated final this
Sunday at New York New Jersey
Stadium. That grand match will
feature a historic battle between
the reigning champions of South
America and Europe.

oversight from FIFA.

% Off-Field Controversy
Argentina players celebrated
post-match with a banner reading
“Las Malvinas son Argentinas”,
raising potential disciplinary
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Coach Scaloni: Argentina
performs best when
facing trouble

ATLANTA

Argentina coach Lionel Scalo-
ni praised his team’s brave
spirit after they staged an
amazing comeback victory
against England to reach the
World Cup final. The South
American champions fell be-

™ hind early in the tense semifi-

nal match. However, they re-
. fused to give up and fought
| back hard to secure a thrill-
ing two to one win.

Scaloni explained that his
players actually perform at
their absolute best when
they are facing big trouble
on the pitch. He noticed that
England stepped back to de-

fend their lead, which
gave his men the chance
to attack with full ener-

gy. He said the team
felt like they smelled
victory and simply
went all out for it.
Even after striking
the post and cross-
bar multiple times,

§  Argentina kept push-
ing until they finally
scored the crucial
goals. This match was

the second time in the knockout

Lionel Scaloni praised
Argentina’s fearless spirit
after a thrilling 2-1
comeback win over England
sent them to the World Cup
final against Spain.

stages that Argentina fought
back from behind, having al-
ready pulled off a miraculous
win against Egypt. Scaloni fa-
mously described that earlier
victory as epic, and he jokingly
called this latest comeback
against England epic squared.
He believes the secret to their
huge success is true brother-
hood and a total lack of fear.

Scaloni said his brave players
do not feel any pressure on
their shoulders, playing with
the pure joy and freedom of
young children. Argentina will
now travel to New Jersey to
face European champions
Spain in the final on 19th July
2026, where they hope to win
another massive trophy for their
passionate fans.

UK demands
FIFA probe into
Argentina’s
political banner

ATLANTA:The British gov-
ernment has asked FIFA to
investigate the Argentine soc-
cer team for holding a contro-
versial banner after their
World Cup semifinal victory
against England. Celebrating
players displayed a sign read-
ing, "The Malvinas are Ar-
gentine," making a direct
claim to the disputed Falkland
Islands.

The U.K. called the act in-
appropriate, insisting politics
must stay out of sports. The
two nations fought a brief war
over the territory in 1982, and
tensions still run high. FIFA
rules strictly ban political or
offensive messages inside sta-
diums, with potential fines
reaching up to $20,000.

Argentina player Lisandro
Martinez defended the move,
saying it stirred deep emo-
tions for veterans back home.
However, past incidents show
FIFA has previously fined
teams for similar political dis-
plays. Officials now await a
decision from the governing
body before the final, where
Argentina faces Spain for the
trophy.

Tuchel’s tactical blunder costs

England their match

Thomas Tuchel ac':cepted responsibility after E'ngland’s defensive
collapse allowed Argentina to secure a dramatic 2-1 WC victory.

ATLANTA

England's dreams of reaching
their first World Cup final
since 1966 vanished into thin
air after a dramatic sec-
ond-half collapse gave Argen-
tina a thrilling 2-1 victory.

England took a deserved
lead in the 55th minute
through Anthony Gordon's
neat finish. However, the
game completely turned
around due to head coach
Thomas Tuchel's surprisingly
cautious decisions.

Tuchel accepted full re-
sponsibility for the tactical
failure, admitting his squad
dropped into a deep block and
struggled to keep the ball
once they took the lead.

Momentum Shift

By Numbers:

MATCH SNAPSHOT

4 Score: Argentina 2 -1England
2 Venue: Atlanta Stadium
| & Key Goa_lscorer:
Lautaro Martinez (90+2’)
@ Next Stop:

Argentina vs Spain in the Final

Six defenders, Zero ball control:

Instead of pressing forward, England retreated into a
defensive shell. Tuchel brought on three extra defend-
ers, leaving the team with six backline players on the
pitch at once. This negative strategy completely back-
fired as Argentina took total control of the field.

Time Event Description

55’ Gordon Scores: England takes a promising 1-0 lead.

ATLANTA

Captain Harry Kane insists
it is far too early to decide if
the World Cup semifinal loss
against Argentina was his
final tournament appear-
ance. Heartbroken after
England surrendered a
lead to lose 2-1, the vet-
eran striker admitted that
the bitter outcome felt
like a familiar nightmare
repeating itself.
England took the lead
in the fifty-fifth minute
through Anthony Gor-
don, but manager Thomas
Tuchel made defensive substi-
tutions soon after. The team
dropped into a passive back-
five formation, giving Argenti-
na complete freedom to build
momentum. Consequently,
Enzo Fernandez equalized in
the eighty-fifth minute before
Lautaro Martinez headed

home a ninety-second-minute
winner from a Lionel Messi
CTOsS.

Reflecting on the painful col-
lapse, Kane acknowledged that
retreating into defensive shell
cost his team dearly once
again. He noted that trying to
hold onto a slim one-goal lead
with twenty minutes remaining
allowed the world champions
to dominate the field. The cap-
tain called this inability to
manage crucial moments the
missing piece across England's
last four major tournament fail-
ures.

Despite turning thirty-three
this summer, Kane strongly re-
jected immediate retirement
talk regarding the next tourna-
ment cycle in four years. He
cited Messi's incredible lon-
gevity as proof that top-tier
players can perform at thir-
ty-nine. Kane emphasized that
playing for his country remains

Too early to decide future: Harry Kane

his ultimate pride and joy, stat-
ing he refuses to limit his ca-
reer timeline prematurely.

Defender Dan Burn echoed
his captain's frustration, admit-
ting the players felt completely
gutted in the post-match locker
room. Burn confessed that
switching to a passive structure
punished the team, as Argenti-
na capitalized on the extra
space to create scoring oppor-
tunities. Instead of preparing
for a dream final, England
must now face France in Satur-
day's third-place playoff in Mi-
ami. Kane concluded that his
immediate focus remains on
processing this crushing disap-
pointment alongside his team-
mates. Rather than making
emotional decisions about his
future, he intends to take his
career one year at a time while
analyzing how England can fi-
nally overcome their persistent
big-game struggles.

Emotional Bellingham apologizes to fans after loss

ATLANTA

= Ball Possession:
Argentina held 92%

Fernandez Strikes: Assists from Messi bring Argentina level.

85’

possession in the final
25 minutes.

Martinez Winner: Messi sets up Martinez for the winning header.

90+2’

= Passing
Breakdown: England
completed just 5
passes during that
entire spell.

m Attacking Intent:
Scaloni added extra
strikers while England re-
moved their goalscorers.

What Comes Next?

Three-time champions Argentina advance to face
Spain in the final match at New York-New Jersey
Stadium, while England must now prepare for a
third-place playoff match against France. It was a
heartbreaking end to England's campaign, proving
that playing too safe can be the dangerous option!

England star Jude Bellingham
admitted he felt completely
gutted after his team suffered
a painful defeat against Ar-
gentina in the World Cup
semifinals. The painful two to
one loss shattered England’s
long dream of reaching their
first tournament final since
1966. Everything looked
bright when Anthony Gordon
scored the opening goal in the
fifty-fifth minute at Atlanta
Stadium. However, Argentina

CROWNING-THE-WORLD-CHAMPIONS

produced a late comeback
with goals in the eighty-fifth
minute and stoppage time.
Speaking after the emotion-
al match, the twenty-three-
year-old midfielder struggled
to hide his deep sorrow. Bell-
ingham explained that his
head was fuzzy with disap-
pointment because he desper-
ately wanted to be part of the
squad that finally won the
trophy. He sincerely apolo-
gized to the passionate sup-
porters who had traveled far,
feeling sad to repeat the same

old disappointing news to the
fans once again.

Despite the painful exit,
Bellingham had an incredible
tournament for manager
Thomas Tuchel. He re-
corded seven total
goal contributions
throughout the com-
petition, including
crucial double strikes
against both Mexico and
Norway that pushed England
into the final four. The team
had built massive national
hope after beating DR Congo,

PSS

Mexico, and Norway in earli-
er rounds.
Instead of playing for the
trophy, England must now re-
mecover quickly to face
France in the third-
place playoff match.
Meanwhile, Argenti-
na advances to face
Spain in the grand fi-
~  nal. Bellingham hopes
the young English squad
can learn valuable lessons
from this sad experience and
return stronger in future inter-
national tournaments.

FIFA World Cup Final 2026: Spain battles powerhouse Argentina

EAST RUTHERFORD

Key event highlights:

m Closing Ceremony: Begins 90 minutes before
kickoff with appearances by Tom Cruise and Rob-

-
Match day at a glance:
m Date: Sunday, July 19, 2026

m Venue: MetLife Stadium (New

Football fever has
reached a boiling point as
Europe’s top squad,

Spain, prepares to take on York-New Jersey Stadium) bie Williams.

South America’s power- | u Kickoff Time: 3:00 PM Local = Halftime Show: A historic Super Bowl-style pop
houses, Argentina, in the Time (19:00 GMT) .

massive FIFA World Cup i : concert midway through the match.

2026 final on the 19th = Capacity: 82,500 roaring fans m Special Guest: US President Donald Trump

July. will attend and hand over the trophy to

Stars, Music, And VIP Guests:

This year’s showcase will break tradition

with a huge American-style halftime

show. The break may stretch up to 30

minutes to make room for an 11-minute

musical extravaganza featuring massive
where Spain won 6-1, but global stars like Madonna, Justin Bieber,
everything is on the line Shakira, BTS, and Coldplay.

now. k | *

Spain hopes to bag
their second world title,
while defending champi-
ons Argentina are hungry
for their fourth trophy.

The two giants haven't
met since a 2018 friendly

the winning team.

Looking Ahead To 2030

The next World Cup will be hosted jointly by
Morocco, Spain, and Portugal, with special anni-
versary matches held in Uruguay, Argentina, and
Paraguay to mark 100 years of the tournament.
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Apple launches ‘Back
to School’ offerin |
India

New Delhi
Apple Inc. has intro-
duced its ‘Back to
School’ education offer
in India, allowing stu-
dents, parents and edu-
cators to receive com-
plimentary accessories
with eligible Mac and
iPad purchases. The of-
fer, available from July
16 to August 27, includes
free AirPods 4 or an
AirTag 4 Pack with se-
lect MacBook Air and
MacBook Pro models.
iPad Air and iPad Pro
buyers can get an Apple
Pencil Pro free. Custom-
ers can also choose dis-
counted accessory up-
grades. Eligibility can be
verified through Unidays
or Apple Retail Stores,
with free engraving
available on selected
accessories.

Al becomes key factor
in Western alliance
strategy

New Delhi
Artificial intelligence is
emerging as a major
factor in shaping the
Western alliance, as
governments seek stra-
tegic advantage from a
technology largely con-
trolled by private com-
panies, according to a
report. Discussions at
the G7 summit high-
lighted the growing role
of Al leaders in global
security debates. The
report noted that coun-
tries depend on ad-
vanced technologies
they may not directly
develop or own, creating
challenges for defence
cooperation. With the
US dominating frontier
Al capabilities and Chi-
na expanding military Al
use, Western nations
face the task of main-
taining technological
leadership while ensur-
ing secure access.

NIELIT to establish
semiconductor skill
centres

New Delhi
The National Institute of
Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology
(NIELIT) will set up two
Centres of Excellence
for semiconductor skill-
ing in Ahmedabad and
Guwahati to strengthen
India’s semiconductor
ecosystem. NIELIT Di-
rector General Madan
Mohan Tripathi said the
centres will provide
training in OSAT and
ATMP processes. The
initiative is part of the
government’s India
Semiconductor Mission
2.0, approved with an
outlay of around Rs 1.28
lakh crore. NIELIT has
partnered with Tata
Electronics, Infineon
and Semiconductor
Complex Limited to pro-
vide specialised training
and hands-on manu-
facturing experience.
The institute is also ex-
panding Al skill devel-
opment programmes
across the country.

UDAN support extended

to five years for airlines

Government to extend UDAN airline financial support to five years, aiming to
strengthen regional air connectivity and airport operations.

NEW DELHI

The government will extend
financial support to airlines
operating under the UDAN
regional connectivity scheme
from three years to five years
in a phased manner to im-
prove the sustainability of re-
gional air routes, Union Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu said on Thursday.

Speaking on the sidelines of
a UDAN workshop, Naidu
said the revamped scheme,
which has been extended for
another 10 years, will also ex-
pand the eligibility criteria for
airports to receive viability
gap funding (VGF).

The minister said that earli-
er, airports were classified as
unserved or underserved if
they had fewer than seven
flights a week. The threshold
has now been increased to 14
flights per week, allowing

more routes to become eligi-
ble for financial support.

Naidu said the government
has been rapidly expanding
airport infrastructure and is
now focusing on strengthen-
ing regional air connectivity
through policy reforms. He
noted that new terminals or
airports are being developed
regularly across the country,
and improving connectivity
has become the next major
priority.

UDAN Revamp Targets 100
Airportsin Next Decade

m Government extends
UDAN airline subsidy
timeline.

m Financial support expands
to five years.

m Airport eligibility threshold
doubles flights weekly

.m Tier-two and three hubs
receive maintenance.

m Target includes hundred
airports next decade.

The minister also an-
nounced operational and
maintenance (O&M) support
for airports in Tier-2 and Tier-
3 cities that are facing finan-
cial difficulties due to low
passenger traffic. He said the
government would provide
assistance to airports unable

to meet their operational ex-
penses.

Naidu reiterated the gov-
ernment’s plan to develop 100
airports and 200 heliports
over the next decade, stress-
ing that cooperation between
the Centre, states and other
stakeholders would be essen-
tial to achieving the target.

He said all states and Union
Territories had participated in
the UDAN workshop, reflect-
ing strong support for the re-
gional connectivity initiative.

On the Supreme Court’s re-
quest for a detailed report
from the Centre regarding ris-
ing airfares, Naidu said the
government would explain its
regulatory framework.

He defended dynamic fare
pricing as an internationally
accepted practice necessary
for the growth of the aviation
sector and improved connec-
tivity.

ibcworldnews.com

Fintech sector raises
$2 billion in H1 2026

NEW DELHI

India’s Fintech sector raised $2
billion in the first half of 2026,
marking a 42 per cent year-on-
year increase and reflecting
stronger investor confidence in
established companies.

According to a report, Fin-
tech funding in H1 2026 grew
significantly compared to the
$1.4 billion raised during the
same period last year and was
83 per cent higher than the $1.1
billion recorded in the second
half of 2025.

Despite the rise in funding,
the number of investment
rounds declined to 106 from
186 in H1 2025, indicating that
investors preferred making
larger investments in fewer
companies. Late-stage funding
witnessed a sharp increase of
331 per cent, reaching $1.6 bil-
lion, while seed and early-stage
investments recorded a decline.

Public market activity im-
proved, with two Fintech com-
panies, Turtlemint and Kissht,
launching initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) during the period.
This marked a recovery from
zero [POs in H1 2025, although
it was lower than the five IPOs

India’s fintech sector
raised $2 billion in H1
2026, with Bengaluru
attracting major
investments as investors
favoured larger late-
stage funding deals.

A 42% year-on-year increase
driven by a 331% surge in late-
stage funding to $1.6 billion.
While overall funding grew sig-
nificantly, the number of invest-
ment rounds declined to 106,
indicating investors preferred
making larger bets on estab-
lished, selective companies.

recorded in the second half of
2025.

Bengaluru emerged as the
leading Fintech funding hub,
attracting 70 per cent of total
investments in HI 2026. Mum-
bai accounted for 17 per cent,
while Gurugram received 9
percent.The report highlighted
that investment trends showed
increasing concentration of
capital among fewer companies
and cities, with Bengalu-
ru-based firms securing several
of the largest funding rounds
during the period.

Global oil market withstood
major supply disruption

NEW DELHI

The global oil market man-
aged to withstand the big-
gest supply disruption in
decades following the out-
break of war in West Asia,
but key safety buffers have
now declined significantly,
according to an IMF analy-
sis.

The IMF said a combina-
tion of reduced demand, in-
creased production from
countries outside the Gulf
region and large-scale with-
drawals from oil inventories
helped prevent a severe
price surge after the initial
shock. Despite disruptions,
crude oil prices stabilised
within the range of $90 to
$100 per barrel even after
the effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

At the same time, oil pro-
duction outside the Gulf in-
creased by nearly 2 million
barrels per day compared to
2025 levels, with major
contributions from the Unit-
ed States, Venezuela, Guy-
ana and Russia. The re-

IMF warns depleted
safety buffers
threaten stability

m Global oil market with-
stood massive supply
disruptions.

m Price range stabilized
despite major chokepoint
closure

m Reduced demand shifted
reliance toward alternative
energies.

m Production increased from
countries outside the Gulf.

m Commercial, strategic
reserves offset remaining
supply gaps.

maining shortage was man-
aged by using commercial

and strategic oil reserves,
including stocks held in
China.

However, the IMF warned
that the estimated deficit of
around 4 million barrels per
day during the period sig-
nificantly reduced the mar-
ket’s ability to handle future
disruptions. The Strait of
Hormuz closure affected
around 20 million barrels
per day of crude oil and re-
fined products, representing
nearly one-fifth of global
consumption.The report
noted that more than 1.1
billion barrels of crude oil
had failed to reach markets
by the end of May, exceed-
ing shortages seen during
earlier oil crises.The IMF
stressed the need to rebuild
global inventories, diversify
energy supply routes and
reduce dependence on criti-
cal chokepoints. It also ad-
vised governments to pro-
vide temporary and targeted
support to vulnerable con-
sumers while maintaining
incentives for energy effi-
ciency.

INDUSTRIAL LEASING
RISES 12% IN FIRST HALF

NEW DELHI

India’s industrial and ware-
housing leasing sector wit-
nessed strong growth in the
first half of 2026, reaching
nearly 22 million square
feet across the country’s
top eight cities, marking a
12 per cent year-on-year in-
crease, according to a re-
port.

The report said that new
supply exceeded demand
during the period, with
around 25 million square
feet of industrial and ware-
housing space completed in
H1 2026. The growth re-
flects continued demand
from logistics, manufactur-
ing and e-commerce sec-
tors.

Delhi-NCR and Chennai
together accounted for
more than 45 per cent of to-
tal leasing activity during
the first six months of the
year. Mumbai, Pune and
Bengaluru also recorded
strong performance, each
witnessing more than 2 mil-
lion square feet of Grade A
space absorption.

Third-party logistics
(3PL) companies emerged
as the largest contributors
to demand, accounting for
nearly 30 per cent of over-
all leasing. Engineering

firms contributed 21 per
cent, while the e-commerce
sector accounted for 16 per
cent.

However, the second
quarter saw a slight decline
in demand compared to the
first quarter due to supply
chain disruptions linked to
the ongoing conflict in
West Asia. Grade A space
leasing stood at around 11
million square feet in Q2
2026, reflecting a marginal
one per cent quarterly de-
cline.

The report stated that ris-
ing focus on domestic man-
ufacturing and infrastruc-
ture development could
support future growth in the
sector, provided global un-
certainties remain limited.

Vijay Ganesh, Managing
Director of Industrial and
Logistics Services at Col-
liers India, said annual
growth remained signifi-
cant despite global chal-
lenges, with cities such as
Pune, Ahmedabad and Kol-
kata recording growth of
more than 30 per cent.

Major logistics clusters
including Bhiwandi in
Mumbai and Farukh Nagar
and NH-48 in Delhi-NCR
accounted for over one-
third of the total demand
during H1 2026.

Newgen
Software Q1
profit falls 40.9%

NEW DELHI

Newgen Software Technolo-
gies Ltd reported a sharp
decline in its financial per-
formance for the first quar-
ter of FY27, with net profit
falling 40.9 percent sequen-
tially due to a drop in reve-
nue and operating earnings.

According to a regulatory
filing, the company’s net
profit declined to Rs 62.8
crore in the June quarter
from Rs 106 crore in the
previous quarter. Revenue
also fell 21.2 per cent se-
quentially to Rs 357 crore,
compared to Rs 453 crore in
Q4 FY26.

The company’s earnings
before interest and tax
(EBIT) declined significant-
ly by 67.2 per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter to Rs 46.8
crore from Rs 143 crore in
the previous quarter. As a
result, EBIT margin con-
tracted by 1,840 basis points
to 13.1 per cent from 31.5
per cent.Despite the quarter-
ly decline, Newgen Software
reported growth on a year-
on-year basis. Revenue in-
creased by 11 per cent com-
pared to the same period last
year, supported by strong
performance across major
international markets.

TSMC plans $100 billion Arizona chip investment

NEW DELHI

Taiwan Semiconductor Man-
ufacturing Company (TSMC)
has announced plans to in-
vest an additional $100 bil-
lion in Arizona to expand
advanced semiconductor
manufacturing capacity, ac-
cording to reports. The move
aims to strengthen chip pro-
duction in the United States
amid growing global demand
for artificial intelligence and
advanced technologies.

The latest investment will
further expand TSMC’s Ari-
zona manufacturing opera-

Wipro Q1 profit d

MUMBAI

IT services major Wipro re-
ported a decline in its
first-quarter profit for FY27,
with consolidated net profit
falling 4.7 per cent sequen-
tially to Rs 3,352 crore during
the April-June quarter.

The company’s profit re-
mained almost flat compared
to the same period last year,
while consolidated revenue
recorded a marginal increase.
Gross revenue rose 1 per cent
quarter-on-quarter and 10.6
per cent year-on-year to Rs
24,480 crore.

Wipro’s IT services operat-

ing margin stood at 16 per
cent during the quarter, de-
clining by 1.3 percentage
points from the previous quar-
ter and 1.2 percentage points
compared to the year-ago pe-
riod. The company’s operat-

tions, focusing on advanced
chip fabrication facilities and
supporting the development
of next-generation semicon-
ductor technologies. With
this addition, the company’s
total planned investment in
the US semiconductor sector
will rise significantly.
TSMC, the world’s leading
contract chip manufacturer,
has been increasing its over-
seas manufacturing footprint
to meet rising demand for Al
chips, data centre compo-
nents and high-performance
processors. The Arizona ex-
pansion is expected to play a

eclines 4.7% amid weak

ing cash flow increased 3.6
per cent sequentially to Rs
3,290 crore, accounting for 98
per cent of its net income
during the quarter.

The company reported a
voluntary attrition rate of 13.9

key role in strengthening the
semiconductor supply chain
and reducing dependence on
concentrated production
hubs.

The company’s investment
plans include additional fab-
rication facilities aimed at
producing advanced process
chips, including technologies
used in artificial intelligence
applications. The expansion
is also expected to create
more employment opportuni-
ties and boost the semicon-
ductor ecosystem in the re-
gion.

TSMC’s decision comes at

a time when global demand
for advanced chips is accel-
erating due to growth in Al,
cloud computing and
high-performance electron-
ics. The company has report-
ed strong financial perfor-
mance driven by Al-related
demand and has increased its
focus on expanding produc-
tion capabilities.

The Arizona project rep-
resents one of the largest for-
eign investments in US semi-
conductor manufacturing and
reflects efforts to build a
more resilient chip supply
chain.

“Wipro shares closed at Rs 177.80
on the BSE, gaining 1.83 per cent
during Thursday’s trading
session. However, the stock has
witnessed significant declines
over longer periods, falling 33.56
per cent in the last six months
and 32.38 per cent over the past
year. Over five years, the stock
has declined 38.49 percent.”.

Srini Pallia, Wipro CEO

per cent on a trailing
12-month basis.

For the second quarter, Wi-
pro has projected a challeng-
ing outlook for its IT services
business, expecting revenue

outlook

growth to range between a de-
cline of 1.5 per cent and
growth of 0.5 per cent.

Wipro CEO and Managing
Director Srini Pallia said cli-
ents are increasingly moving
beyond technology moderni-
sation towards Al-enabled
operating models aimed at
improving quality, resilience
and productivity. He added
that Wipro’s consulting-led
and Al-focused approach is
helping customers integrate
artificial intelligence into
their business operations.

The company’s board has
declared an interim dividend
of Rs 2 per equity share.

South Korean stocks plunge
as KOSPI falls over 6%

SEOUL

South Korean shares wit-
nessed a sharp decline on
Thursday, with the bench-
mark KOSPI index plunging
more than 6 per cent as tech-
nology stocks suffered heavy
losses amid rising tensions in
West Asia.

The Korea Composite
Stock Price Index (KOSPI)
closed at 6,820.60, down
463.81 points or 6.37 per
cent from the previous ses-
sion. The index opened 4.45
per cent lower and touched
an intraday low of 6,730.87.

The Korea Exchange acti-
vated a sell-side sidecar
mechanism for 20 minutes
after the benchmark index
dropped more than 5 per cent
in early trading, reflecting
heightened market volatility.

The decline followed a
strong 6.24 per cent rally on
Wednesday, triggered by
softer-than-expected US in-
flation data that reduced con-
cerns over immediate inter-
est rate hikes by the US Fed-
eral Reserve.

Investor sentiment weak-
ened further after the Bank
of Korea raised its bench-
mark interest rate by 25 basis
points to 2.75 per cent,
marking its first rate increase
in three and a half years. The
move was aimed at con-

trolling inflation amid uncer-
tainty caused by escalating
tensions in the Middle East.

Fresh US strikes on Iran
intensified concerns over
possible disruptions to ener-
gy supplies and increased
market uncertainty. Analysts
said investors also booked
profits after recent gains in
technology stocks, while on-
going concerns over the
semiconductor industry add-
ed pressure.

Foreign and institutional
investors sold shares worth
1.38 trillion won and 2.37
trillion won respectively,
while retail investors pur-
chased shares worth 3.66
trillion won.

Major technology compa-
nies led the decline. Sam-
sung Electronics dropped
8.77 per cent, while chip-
maker SK hynix fell 11.53
per cent. Hyundai Motor de-
clined 2.07 per cent and
POSCO Holdings slipped
0.95 per cent.

Meanwhile, shipbuilder
Hanwha Ocean gained 5.73
per cent and beverage com-
pany Hitejinro rose 2.47 per
cent. The Korean won
strengthened slightly against
the US dollar, trading at
1,480.4 won per dollar. Bond
yields also declined as inves-
tors moved towards safer as-
sets.
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Allu Arjun, Basil Joseph spark
superhero project rumors

outh Indian superstar
S Allu Arjun has ignited

massive excitement
among film lovers following
strong hints about a potential
superhero project with ac-
claimed Malayalam director
Basil Joseph. Social media
erupted after the director, fa-

fans into an absolute frenzy.

The mysterious social me-
dia post quickly gained trac-
tion after Allu Cinemas com-
mented that the name carries
a very special aura. Other
film industry figures, includ-
ing director Jatin and actors
Tovino Thomas and Nelson,

mous for his hit superhero’  also reacted enthusiastically

movie Minnal Murali,
shared a cryptic photo on In-

printed with the
word Icon.
He added
Allu Ar- ,
jun’s
iconic
song |
Ringa
Ringa in
the back-
ground,
send-
ing

Allu
Arjun has

fan excitement

project with
director Basil

TAMANNAAH

BHATIA
begins filming
Ragini 3 in
London

ctress Tamannaah
Bhatia has officially
begun shooting for

Ragini 3 in London. This ex-
citing new horror film, pro-
duced by Balaji Motion Pic-
tures and directed by Sha-
shanka Ghosh, brings the fa-
mous franchise back to cine-
mas after over a decade.

While the plot remains a
secret, fans can expect the
classic mix of chills and sus-
pense that made earlier films
famous. This is Tamannaah’s
first time leading the series as
it returns to the big screen.
Following recent successes in
the horror genre, the team
aims for a grand 2027 release.
Audiences are eagerly await-
ing this spooky cinematic
comeback.

Vijay’s Jana

to the hint. Malayalam writ-
ers Paul Sonskaria and Arun

pected to be a high-budget
superhero story reminiscent
of classical Indian legends
like Shaktimaan.

Allu Arjun, who gained
massive global fame with
Pushpa, continues to pick
unique subjects that appeal
to audiences worldwide.
While the actor is currently
working with hitmaker Atlee
Kumar and has projects

stagram featuring a cap Anirudhan further amplified

__ the viral image on their

sparked massive

after hinting at an
upcoming superhero

lined up with directors like
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, this
fresh collaboration with Ba-
sil Joseph promises to show-
case him in an exciting new
avatar that fans

the excitement by sharing

personal pages, leading
| many industry insiders to
believe an official an-
nouncement is imminent.
, Reports suggest that vet-
¢ eran producer Allu Ara-
vind plans to fund this t o
, massive action spectacle |
under the prestigious
Geetha Arts banner. The
ambitious project is ex-

Chennai Love Story’s interval
twist shocks Kiran Abbavaram

ctor Kiran Abbavaram and co-star Sri Gouri Priya have

sparked immense curiosity among movie lovers follow-

ing their recent comments about their upcoming film,
Chennai Love Story. Scheduled for a grand theatrical release
on July 24, the romantic drama is directed by Ravi Namburii,
with producers Sai Rajesh and SKN backing the project. Sai
Rajesh also wrote the original storyline for the highly anticipat-
ed venture.

During a promotional interview, Kiran _
Abbavaram revealed that hearing the in- 4
terval scene completely shocked him. g4
He shared that the dramatic narrative 1§
twist was so unexpected that he did not
even hesitate before agreeing to play
the lead role. The actor immediately ac-
cepted the project, wondering how the
gripping narrative would unfold during
the second half of the story.

Leading lady Sri Gouri Priya echoed
similar sentiments, explaining that
the film tackles a truly unique
emotional situation that has
rarely been explored in Indian
cinema. She recalled how the
director took a brief ten min-
ute break right after narrating
the intense interval block.
During those few minutes,
her mind raced with numer-
ous creative possibilities
about the character arcs,
making her decision to sign
the movie an effortless
choice. With both lead actors
expressing overwhelming con-
fidence in the narrative twist,
fan expectations have skyrock-
eted ahead of the official re-
lease.

Nayagan
releasing
worldwide
onJuly23

ovie fans in Chen-
nai received a ma-
jor surprise when

advance ticket bookings for
the upcoming political action
movie Jana Nayagan opened
in Bengaluru first. Most
moviegoers expected Chen-
nai to lead the ticket
i rollout for superstar
¢ Vijay’s latest re-

lease, but this sud-
den move caught
everyone off

ARRIVAL OF

THE HONOURABLE

guard.
e )y The public re-
C JOSEPH VIJAY # / =22

¥ S L " sponse in Ben-
JANA W /7, galuru was in-
NRYAG L TA\ stant and mas-

T sive. Thou-
=T e B sands of excit-
\ ed fans rushed
online, making
the film trend
heavily on

BookMyShow within hours.
Reports reveal that tickets
sold at an astonishing rate of
over 1,600 bookings every
single hour, proving the huge
buzz surrounding this big
cinematic project.

Directed by well-known
filmmaker H. Vinoth and
produced by KVN Produc-
tions, the film stars CM Vi-
jay alongside Pooja Hegde,
Mamitha Baiju, and Bobby
Deol. Popular composer An-
irudh Ravichander created
the high-energy music.

Scheduled for a grand theat-
rical release on July 23, 2026,
the movie will hit screens in
Tamil, Telugu, and Hindi.
While eager fans wait for the
official trailer launch, produc-
ers confirmed that ticket book-
ings for Chennai will open
very soon across India.

Viral poster boosts

EXCITEMENT FOR

ovie fans are cele-
brating after the
makers of pan-Indi-

an star Prabhas’ upcoming
high-budget movie Fauzi of-
ficially announced its global
release date. Directed by
Hanu Raghavapudi, the
massive war drama will
hit silver screens on De-
cember 3, 2026, across
six different Indian
languages. The ambi-
tious action film is
being produced on
an enormous
scale with a bud-
get reported
around seven
hundred
crore ru-
pees.
Along-
side the
major
release
announce-
ment, the produc-
tion team dropped a
striking new promotional
poster featuring Prabhas in an
intense avatar. The compel-
ling image shows a shirtless,
blood-soaked Prabhas holding
a heavy gun while standing
amidst a chaotic, battle-torn
landscape. This fierce visual
immediately went viral across
social media platforms, spark-
ing immense excitement
among fans and significantly
raising expectations for the
grand theatrical release.
Actress Imanvi stars as the
female lead opposite Prabhas
in this historical action specta-
cle. The film boasts a power-
ful ensemble cast featuring
veteran actors Anupam Kher,
Jaya Prada, Mithun
Chakraborty, and Chaitra J.
Achar in pivotal roles. Pop-
ular music director
Vishal Chandrasekhar
is composing the
soundtrack for the
period drama.
Currently in ac-
tive production,
Fauzi is shaping
up to be one of
the biggest and
most anticipated
Indian cinematic
ventures. With
its grand scale
and high-voltage
action sequences,
trade analysts predict
the multilingual film
will dominate box office
records when it arrives in
theaters later this year.

s 8800808888045,

Director
Lokesh
Kanagaraj’s
highly
anticipated
- slead acting
Wdebut film
DC shifted
its release
date to
August 7,
2026

‘Boys Never Compromise’

delivers chills and laughter

here is a certain charm in films that don't

I pretend to be anything more than an en-
tertaining ride, and Boys Never Com-
promise understands that well. Built around
friendship, mischief and supernatural danger,
the film delivers enough laughs and chills to
keep audiences invested, even if it doesn't al-

ways surprise.

The story follows a gang of friends who
head out on a carefree trip hoping to forget
life's everyday pressures. Their holiday quick-
ly takes an unexpected turn when strange inci-
dents begin to disturb their fun. As fear replac-
es excitement, the group is forced to confront
an unseen force that tests not only their cour-
age but also the strength of their friendship.

The biggest strength of the film lies in the
chemistry among the lead actors.
The camaraderie feels spontaneous,
making the characters easy to root
for. Rather than relying on individ-
ual heroics, the narrative functions
as an ensemble piece where every
member contributes to the energy
on screen. While a few supporting
characters could have been devel-
oped further, the performances re-

main convincing.

Harish T. Jalgere keeps the storytelling un-
complicated, allowing the narrative to move at
a comfortable pace. He focuses more on creat-
ing an entertaining theatrical experience than
building an intricate horror mystery. The
screenplay occasionally falls back on familiar
genre conventions, but it also manages to gen-

Verdict: if
you're planning a
movie outing with
friends and want a
mix of comedy,

scares and
youthful energy,
Boys Never
Compromiseis a
worthwhile choice.

erate tension through effective staging and

well-timed scares.

Technically, the film does a respectable job.
The forest locations and isolated landscapes
create the right atmosphere for the su-
pernatural elements, while the cine-
matography captures both the carefree
spirit of the trip and its darker trans-
formation. The background score de-
serves special mention for maintain-
ing suspense without becoming over-
bearing. Editing is mostly crisp,
though a few sequences in the latter
half could have been tighter.

Where the film falls short is in its
writing. Certain twists become predictable well
before they unfold, and some explanations feel
underdeveloped. Horror enthusiasts looking for
something innovative may find the narrative
familiar. However, the film compensates with
its lively pacing, entertaining interactions and
enough suspense to justify the journey.

SAMANTHA PRABHU CELEBRATES P MATE BABY SHOWER

.-

opular actress Saman-
Ptha Ruth Prabhu is em-
bracing a joyful new
chapter in her life as she pre-
pares to welcome her first
child with husband Raj Nidi-
moru. The celebrated star
recently hosted an intimate
baby shower ceremony at her
home, surrounded by close
family members and rela-
tives. Pictures from the tradi-
tional gathering quickly went
viral on social media plat-
forms, with loving fans
across the country flooding
the couple with heartfelt
blessings and warm congrat-
ulations.
Samantha looked radiant

in a traditional maroon em-
broidered outfit featuring
subtle gold detailing, com-
plemented by minimal jewel-
ry and elegant natural make-
up. Her husband, acclaimed

RIVATE INTI

filmmaker Raj Nidimoru,
wore a matching maroon silk
kurta paired with crisp white
trousers. The couple tied the
knot during a peaceful pri-
vate ceremony at the Isha

| l} Yoga Center in Coimbatore
< last December and are ex-
pecting their first baby later
this year.

This personal milestone
comes during a remarkably
successful professional phase
for Samantha. Her latest ac-
tion movie, Maa Inti Ban-
gaaram, recently grossed
over one hundred crore ru-
pees worldwide, making his-
tory as the first female-led
Telugu film to cross that
massive box office mile-
stone. The successful project
was jointly produced by Sa-
mantha and Raj, and it is set
to begin streaming online on
July 17.
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