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NEW DELHI

India, for the first time, has set
maximum cooking gas (LPG)
production targets for individ-
ual public and private sector
refineries and upstream com-
panies.

The move aims to build a
domestic supply buffer after
the West Asia conflict exposed
India’s vulnerability to disrup-
tions in imported LPG.

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Ministry, in an order is-
sued on August 13, has speci-
fied maximum LPG produc-
tion levels for 21 refineries
and upstream companies.
Combined production poten-
tial has been set at 63,810
tonnes a day, more than dou-
ble the domestic LPG output
in FY26 and about 70% of the
country’s daily consumption.
The production limits will
kick in whenever there is a
supply constraint.

Reliance gets highest target
As many as 18 refineries oper-
ated by public-sector oil com-
panies have been assigned a
combined LPG production
target of 31,470 tonnes per
day. Reliance Industries has
the highest specified produc-
tion potential at 18,000 tonnes
per day, followed by BPCL’s
Kochi refinery at 4,800 tonnes
and Nayara Energy at 4,480
tonnes. Together, the three ac-
count for 27,280 tonnes per
day of the total potential.

In the private sector, Reli-
ance Industries’ 33 million
tonnes-a-year domestic tariff
area (DTA) refinery at Jamna-
gar, Gujarat, whose products
are sold in the domestic mar-
ket, has been assigned a pro-
duction target of 18,000
tonnes per day. No target has

GOVTTO REVIEWMTARGETS EVERY 6 MONTHS

The government has stated that it will review production
targets every six months. Additional capacity generated
by new refineries, new oil and gas fields, and technological
upgrades will be factored in. In this way, the government
has attempted to transform the temporary measures tak-
en during the West Asia crisis into a permanent supply-se-
curity mechanism, ensuring that domestic consumers do
not face shortages, rationing, or refill restrictions in the
event of future disruptions in foreign LPG supplies.

been specified for Reliance’s
separate 35.2 million tonnes-
a-year export-oriented refinery
at the same complex.

Nayara Energy, backed by
Russia’s Rosneft, has been
asked to produce 4,480 tonnes
of LPG per day from its
20-million-tonne-a-year refin-
ery at Vadinar, according to
the order.

Upstream gas producers and
processors such as ONGC and
GAIL, which produce LPG
from natural gas, have collec-
tively been assigned a target of
6,460 tonnes per day.

“It is hereby ordered that all
public sector, joint venture and
private sector oil refining
companies, and upstream oil
companies shall develop, aug-
ment and at all times maintain
adequate infrastructure for
storage, evacuation and trans-
port of Liquefied Petroleum

Gas (LPQG) either by itself or
through other entities viz rail-
ways or road tankers adequate
for the specified quantities,”
the order said.

The framework also requires
companies to implement tech-
nically and economically via-
ble measures to maximise
LPG output beyond their ex-
isting minimum producible
quantities. These include tech-
nologies such as naphtha-to-
LPG conversion and upgrades
to gasoline-based fluid catalyt-
ic cracking units into pet-
ro-fluid catalytic cracking
units.

India’s exposure

during Hormuz crisis

India consumed 33.2 million
tonnes of LPG in the 2025-26
fiscal year (about 91,000
tonnes per day). Of this, 13.1
million tonnes a year was pro-

Planinanutshell

The 63,810 tonnes-per-day target covers
roughly 70% of India’s daily consumption
and doubles previous domestic output.
Reliance Industries received the largest single
quota of 18,000 tonnes a day forits domes-
tic-market refinery in Jamnagar, while Nayara
Energy was assigned 4,480 tonnes a day.

PUBLIC & UPSTREAM SECTOR
18 state-run refineries were given a
combined target of 31,470 tonnes a
day, with firms like ONGC and GAIL con-
tributing via natural gas processing.
These mandatory production limits
trigger automatically during active
supply constraints and face formal
reviews every six months.

duced locally (about 35,900
tonnes a day) while the re-
maining 21.3 million tonnes
per annum (about 58,400
tonnes a day) was imported.
This high import depen-
dence of over 64% left the
country exposed when the start
of the Iran war effectively shut
the Strait of Hormuz, the nar-
row sealane through which
India got 90% of its imports
from nations like Saudi Arabia.

How did govt respond when
global supply derailed

With supplies impacted, the
government in March ordered
refineries to divert streams
used for petrochemicals pro-
duction to maximise LPG out-
put. It also initially stopped
sales to industrial and com-
mercial users and thereafter
gradually scaled it up.

For domestic households,
periodicity of booking a refill
was increased, and they were
encouraged to shift to piped
natural gas, whose supplies
were not so severely impacted
due to the war.
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HANUR FOREST ENCOUNTER
Compensation for kin of 3

victims to be

MADIKERI

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Sunday said the gov-
ernment will examine whether
compensation could be provid-
ed under existing laws to the
families of three persons who
were killed in a firing incident
in the forests of Hanur in
Chamarajanagar district.
Speaking to reporters at
Bhagamandala in Kodagu, he
said local legislators had urged
the government to provide com-
pensation to the families of the
deceased. “We will examine
what compensation can be pro-
vided to them under the law.”
As per forest officials, two
bags containing wild animal
meat and firearms were found
near the deceased. The case has
been entrusted for a judicial in-
quiry, and the facts will become
clear once the inquiry report is
submitted, Shivakumar said.
Cauvery water row
On the Cauvery water-sharing
issue, the CM said the state’s
reservoirs had not yet reached
full capacity and that the gov-
ernment faced the challenge of
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protecting farmers while also
adhering to the law. “Protect-
ing the interests of our farmers
is my foremost responsibility
in the Cauvery issue. However,
if we fail to follow the law, we
could face a situation where
control of the dams may have
to be handed over to the Cen-
tral government,” he said.
Rules on public space usage
On concerns over the require-
ment to obtain permission for
holding events on government
land, he said there was no need
for anyone to panic. “We are
not introducing these rules to
hurt anyone’s sentiments. Ev-
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ery organisation must follow
the law. If an organisation sub-
mits an application seeking nod,
the necessary approval and de-
ployment of personnel will be
provided as per the rules.”
Skips Talacauvery visit

He visited the Bhagandesh-
wara Temple at Bhagamandala
during his visit to Kodagu,
while his wife alone proceeded
to Talacauvery and offered
prayers. The couple also at-
tended the wedding ceremony
of Mohammed Nalapad, son of
MLA N A Haris, at a private
resort near Mekeri on the out-
skirts of Madikeri.

Villagers protest, seek justice
for 'poachers’ killed

Chamarajnagar: Protests were held in Chamarajnagar
and Mysuru on Sunday, seeking justice for the three alleged
poachers gunned down by Forest personnel in an exchange

of fire on August 15. Tension prevailed in Hanur in Chama-
rajanagar as villagers and family members of the deceased,
who were killed in the exchange of fire with forest person-
nel in the Datti forest area, staged a massive protest. Ex-
pressing their anger against the Forest Department au-
thorities, the locals blocked the road to Male Mahadesh-
wara Betta. The protesters demanded that the forest per-
sonnel who opened fire be brought to the spot and
guestioned, while police made efforts to control the
situation and contain the growing anger among the
families and villagers. They questioned the authority P
of the forest officials to kill the three men, saying even
if they had entered the forest for hunting.
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Looks like a cold-blooded
murder: Bommai

Bengaluru: BJP MP and former Chief Minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai on Sunday termed the death of three suspected poachers in
a forest firing incident in Chamarajanagar as an apparent
“cold-blooded murder” and sought a SIT inquiry conducted un-
der the supervision of a High Court judge. He told reporters that
people living on the fringes of forests often depend on forest re-
sources for their livelihood and alleged that merely entering a
forest does not justify shooting them, particularly at close range.
“Unfortunately, the people who are living on the edge of the for-
est, a lot of their livelihood depends on the forest
also. Just because they have entered the forest, it
is not necessary to shoot them. Itis, at the out-
set, it looks like a very cold-blooded murder.
An FIR should be filed as a murder and an in-
quiry has to be done by a SIT under the super-
vision of a High Court judge,” he added.

‘Not involved in corruption’: TMC
ex-min found dead at party office

RAMPURHAT (WB)

Former Deputy Speaker of the
West Bengal Assembly Ashis
Banerjee was found hanging at
a Trinamool Congress (TMC)
party office in Birbhum district
on Sunday morning.

A purported suicide note was
recovered from the party office
located near his residence in
Hattala Para in Ram-
purhat. The exact cir-
cumstances leading to
his death are yet to be
ascertained, and the
police are examining
the contents of the
purported suicide note
and other circum-
stances surrounding
the incident.

Banerjee's death comes
months after the TMC lost pow-
er in West Bengal following its
15-year rule, with the BJP form-
ing the government after the
2026 Assembly polls. The
change in political fortunes has
also seen several former TMC
leaders and legislators face cor-

ruption-related investigations
and arrests.

Banerjee, a veteran TMC
leader, had represented Ram-
purhat in the State Assembly
continuously from 2001 till
2026. He had served as the Dep-
uty Speaker of the Assembly and
held ministerial portfolios, in-
cluding School Education and
Agriculture, in the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government.

Banerjee ‘claimed’
in suicide note that he
had never been in-
volved in corruption
and had never taken
money in exchange
for any work. He also
wrote that although he
could not always ac-
cept "wrongdoings" within the
party, he had been unable to
protest against them.

He had contested the 2026
Assembly polls from Rampur-
hat on the TMC ticket but lost
to BJP's Dhruva Saha. After his
electoral defeat, he was not
seen to be particularly active in
politics.

TMC’s ‘corrupt
elements’
threatened
Banerjee:CM

Kolkata: Hours after Ashis Banerjee
was found hanging at a TMC office,
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on
Sunday expressed apprehension
that corrupt elements within the
opposition party might have
threatened him. He said the pur-
ported suicide note, written on the
former MLA's letterhead and recov-
ered from the party office, would be
examined. “The handwritten sui-
cide note that has been recovered
on Ashish Banerjee’s letterhead pad
will be investigated. The handwrit-
ing will also be examined.” Mourn-
ing his death, he said he had asked

Banerjee had been threatened.

police to stand by the bereaved
Q family and would probe whether

The handwritten suicide note
that has been recovered on Ashish
Banerjee’s letterhead pad will be
investigated. The handwriting will
also be examined.

Suvendu Adhikari, CM

SC to hear TN's Cauvery

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear on
Monday a plea of the Tamil
Nadu government seeking di-
rections to the Karnataka
government for immediate
release of the share of Cauv-
ery water to it.

According to the top court's
cause list of August 17, the
matter would come up for
hearing before a bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and Sand-
eep Mehta. On August 12, the
apex court had said pleas filed
in the matter by the TN gov-
ernment and others, including
the DMK, would be taken up

for hearing on August 17.

Earlier, the TN government
had said the state was not get-
ting its due share of Cauvery
water in a rain deficient year.
The government on August 3
approached the apex court
seeking directions to the Kar-
nataka government for imme-
diate release of the water.

The state government, in its
plea, claimed that the quantum
allocated to it by the Cauvery
Water Regulation Committee
(CWRC) as well as that re-
leased by its neighbour Karna-
taka was far less.

A CWRC meeting held on

plea today

July 28 directed Karnataka to
release 3,500 cusecs for 15
days starting July 29. Howev-
er, the quantum of water re-
leased at Biligundlu ranged
between 158 and 550 cusecs
from July 29 to August 2, the
state government said. A press
release issued by the Tamil
Nadu government said that as
of August 3, the combined to-
tal storage in the reservoirs in
Karnataka -- KRS, Kabini, Ha-
rangi and Hemavathy -- stood
at 77.537 TMC and Karnataka
would face no difficulty in re-
leasing Tamil Nadu's due share
proportionately.

Passenger’s pistol
fires at Varanasi
airport, 2 hurt

Varanasi: A licensed pistol car-
ried by an Air India Express
passenger at Varanasi airport
"accidentally" went off during
security screening on Sunday,
injuring a female security staff-
er and another person.

Both injured people were tak-
en to a private hospital for treat-
ment.As per a statement by
DCP Gomti Zone, the passen-
ger, Kamlesh Rai from
Azamgarh, had arrived at Lal
Bahadur Shastri Internation-
al Airport with his wife to
board Air India Express flight
[X1810 to Mumbai. Rai was
carrying a licensed pistol.
During the security check, the weap-
on accidentally fired while it
and its ammunition were be-
ing inspected. The bullet hit
a female security staffer
in the leg and another
person nearby. [

Cong should apologise for insulting
Vande Mataram on I-Day: HM

Jaipur: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday ac-
cused the Congress of insult-
ing the national song "Vande
Mataram' and demanded that
the party apologise to the
people and to Bankim Chan-
dra Chattopadhyay who wrote
the song.

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Chittorgarh, he alleged
that during the Independence
Day event at the Congress
headquarters, party leader
Sonia Gandhi asked Vande
Mataram to be stopped
midway through the song.

Referring to the Indepen- b

dence Day celebrations
held on Saturday,

Shah said after 80
. years of Indepen-
/ dence, 'Vande

Mataram' was
sung at the Red
Fort and all
other places

Rijijulists out 'dimagi
Naxals' as Oppn trains
guns on Modi

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju on Sun-
day hit out at opposition parties
over their criticism of PM Modi's

"Maoist mentality" remarks, insist-

ing that the PM did not refer to op-
position leaders as ‘dimagi naxal'.
Inan X post, he said “only following
are Dimagi Naxals: 1. Who support
Maoists and reject Indian Constitu-
tion. 2. Who stand with sep-
aratists & support Article

370. 4. Who want to cut

chicken neck to separate
North-East from India."

where flag hoisting was held.

"Thousands of people faced
bullets and lathis and were
jailed for singing 'Vande
Mataram'," Shah said, refer-
ring to the use of the revolu-
tionary slogan during the free-
dom struggle.

B’desh links PM’s
Indiavisit to

Hasina’s extradition

Dhaka: Bangladesh on Sunday
said a "propitious environment
needs to be created" by India
for Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman to visit New Delhi,
linking it to Dhaka's pending
extradition requests regarding
deposed premier Sheikh Hasi-
na, as per reports.

The development comes amid
uncertainties over Rahman's vis-
it to New Delhi for the BRICS
Summit on September 12-13.

Rahman met Indian High
Commissioner Dinesh Trivedi
on August 10. During the meet-
ing, he sought the extradition of
Hasina, following up on formal
requests sent to New Delhi.

“To this end, we have re-
quested the Indian authorities
to expeditiously act on our re-
quest to extradite Sheikh Hasi-
na,” Bangladesh's foreign min-
istry spokesperson Shahidul
Karim said.

FDA crackdown: B'wood A-listers under scanner

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has is-
sued show-cause notices to
actors Shah Rukh Khan, Ajay
Devgn and Tiger Shroff over
their advertisement for Vimal
Elaichi.

The FDA said the adver-
tisement may amount to “in-
direct or surrogate” promo-
tion of prohibited pan masala
and tobacco-related products.

According to the notice is-
sued by the FDA’s Greater
Mumbai division on August
11, the use of the name “VI-
MAL Elaichi” in the adver-
tisement appears to create an
association with the Vimal
Pan Masala brand.

The department said this

could mislead consumers and
indirectly promote a prohibit-
ed product.

The FDA described the no-
tice as a “final warning” and
said the advertisement ap-
peared to be misleading and
contrary to provisions of the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, and related regu-
lations.

Actors asked to stop
promoting Vimal ad
The FDA has directed the
three leading film-stars to im-
mediately stop participating
in or endorsing the Vimal Pan
Masala/Elaichi advertisement.
They have also been asked
to remove the promotional
content from their official so-
cial media accounts, websites

under their control.

The actors have been told
not to provide any further as-
sistance in broadcasting, pub-
lishing or promoting the ad-
vertisement in any form. The
FDA has also sought details
of the checks carried out by
the actors or their agencies
before they agreed to the
campaign.

15 days torespond

The actors have 15 days from the
date they receive the notice to
submit written explanations and
supporting documents. They can
also request a personal hearing,
either themselves or through an
authorised representative. The
FDA warned that if no response
is received within the deadline,
or if the explanation is found
unsatisfactory, further action
could be taken without another
notice. The action follows a
prohibition order issued by the
Maharashtra Food Safety
Commissioner on July 13 under
the Food Safety and
Standards Act. The order is
valid for one year and covers
specified tobacco, nicotine
and areca-nut-based
prohibited food products.
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Bengalururrisks losing
hundreds of crores
without elected body

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Bengaluru has gone
nearly six years without
an elected council, af-
fecting decentralised
governance and access
to crucial Central
grants. The city lost an
estimated ¥964 crore
under the 15th Finance
Commission. Under the
16th Finance Commis-
sion, Bengaluru could
receive around ¥7,058
crore between 2026-27
and 2030-31, but an
elected body is required
to claim the funds. If
elections are not held in
2026-27, Bengaluru
could lose an estimat-
ed ¥907 crore, re-
searchers at Janaagra-
ha said. Experts warned
that the loss of Finance
Commission grants
could affect develop-
ment works, especially
as the city’s corpora-
tions face financial
constraints. The Su-
preme Court has direct-
ed the State to hold
corporation elections
before December 2026.

Laptop, smartphone
useraises carpal
tunnel risk

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Prolonged laptop and
smartphone use, repetitive
wrist movements and poor
wrist positioning are con-
tributing to a rise in carpal
tunnel syndrome (CTS)
among young adults, doc-
tors in Bengaluru said. CTS
occurs when the median
nerve in the wrist becomes
compressed, causing tin-
gling, numbness and burn-
ing pain, particularly in the
thumb, index and middle
fingers. Doctors said
youngsters, especially
women working in the IT
sector, are increasingly re-
porting symptoms. If left
untreated, the condition
can lead to severe pain,
disturbed sleep, reduced
grip strength, weakness
and muscle wasting. Regu-
lar breaks, ergonomic
workstations and main-
taining a neutral wrist po-
sition can help prevent
symptoms. Mild cases may
respond to conservative
treatment, while severe or
persistent cases may re-
quire surgery.

Chamarajanagar encounter:
Ashoka demands judicial probe

Ashoka said an official probe cannot uncover the truth, alleging the
government’s Assistant Commissioner-led inquiry was meant to avoid scrutiny.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition in
the Legislative Assembly R.
Ashoka has demanded a judi-
cial inquiry into the encounter
in the Mariyammanagala for-
est area of the Cauvery Wild-
life Sanctuary in Hanur taluk
of Chamarajanagar district, in
which three persons were
killed.

Speaking to the media in
Bengaluru, Ashoka said an
inquiry by officials into the
actions of other officials
would not reveal the truth. He
alleged that the State govern-
ment had ordered an inquiry
headed by an Assistant Com-
missioner to avoid allegations
against the administration.

“Only a judicial inquiry can
bring out the truth,” Ashoka
said, demanding that those
involved in the incident be
kept away from duty until the
inquiry is completed.

He questioned whether fir-
ing was necessary and whether
there was a need to shoot all
three persons. He also raised
questions over the Forest De-
partment’s version of the inci-
dent, saying the alleged weap-
ons carried by the suspected

“Only a judicial inquiry can
bring out the truth.”

R Ashoka, Leader of Opposition

poachers and other evidence
had not been disclosed.
Ashoka said the Forest De-
partment claimed the four
men were hunting wildlife
and that three of them had
fired at forest personnel.
However, the farmers’ organ-
isation and families of the de-
ceased had described the inci-
dent as a fake encounter, indi-
cating conflicting versions.
He questioned why Forest
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
had not visited the spot and
urged him to meet forest offi-
cials as well as those protest-
ing against the encounter.
Ashoka said the bodies were
shifted to Mysuru before the
police mahazar was conduct-

Chamarajanagar
encounter

- Location: Mariyammana-

gala forest area, Cauvery
Wildlife Sanctuary

- Taluk: Hanur

- District: Chamarajanagar

-Deaths: 3

- Demand: Judicial inquiry

- Furtherdemand:

Remove officials involved
from duty pending inquiry

ed, which he claimed raised
further doubts.

He also demanded a CBI
probe into the NICE project,
alleging irregularities in land
acquisition, toll collection and
agreements. He said the gov-
ernment should take over
NICE, compensate farmers and
disclose details of those who
allegedly received kickbacks.

Ashoka said the Opposition
would raise the issue concern-
ing Nagendra during the As-
sembly session and demand
answers from the government.

K’taka only State to set up Urban
Disaster Management Authority

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka is the only State to
have constituted an Urban Di-
saster Management Authority
(UDMA) following a 2025 le-
gal provision aimed at strength-
ening disaster preparedness in
major urban centres.

A Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs,
in its report on ‘Disaster Man-
agement’, said Karnataka had
constituted a UDMA for the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanaga-
ra Palike (BBMP). The report
noted that UDMAs are in-
tended to address the specific
disaster-management needs of
large urban agglomerations,
many of which extend across
more than one district.

The Disaster Management
(Amendment) Act, 2025, re-
quires State governments to
establish UDMAs for State
capitals and cities having mu-
nicipal corporations, except
Delhi and Chandigarh. The au-
thorities are intended to enable
more effective responses to di-
sasters specific to urban areas.

The committee has recom-
mended that the Ministry of
Home Affairs issue advisories
to all States and Union Terri-

RBAN DISASTER
U MANAGEMENT

URBANDISASTER
AUTHORITY

B Only State with UDMA:
Karnataka

B Urban body covered:
BBMP

tories that have not yet consti-
tuted UDMAss, asking them to
do so within a defined time-
frame.

The committee also recom-
mended establishing a periodic
compliance-monitoring mech-
anism to track the progress of
UDMAS across the country. It
stressed that developing a cul-
ture of prevention, mitigation,
preparedness and response was
essential to building a disas-
ter-resilient nation.

H Legal provision: Disas-
ter Management (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025

B Purpose: City-specific
disaster management

B Coverage: State capitals and
municipal corporation cities

H Exceptions: Delhi and
Chandigarh

B Recommendation:
Time-bound constitution
of UDMAs

Karnataka leads urban disaster preparedness

Karnataka has emerged as the only State to consti-
tute an Urban Disaster Management Authority after
the 2025 amendment to the Disaster Management
Act. The authority has been established for BBMP to
address city-specific disasters. A Parliamentary panel
has urged the Centre to advise other States and Union
Territories to establish UDMAs within a defined time-
frame and called for technical guidance, standardised

frameworks and regular compliance monitoring.

Ashoka seeks CBI
probeinto NICE

Leader of the
Opposition R. Ashoka
has demanded a CBI

probe into the NICE
project, alleging
irregularities in land
acquisition, toll
collection and
agreements. He urged
the State government
to take over the
project, compensate
affected farmers and
make public details
of those allegedly
involved in receiving
kickbacks. Ashoka
said the Opposition
would raise the issue
concerning former
Minister B. Nagendra
during the upcoming
Assembly session
and seek answers
from the government.
He said the
government must
provide clarity on the
project and alleged
irregularities and
ensure accountability.

Accountability, not existence,
is issue: Priyank Kharge

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Home Minister Priyank
Kharge said the debate over
the RSS was not about its ex-
istence but about its legal
identity, functioning, finances
and accountability.

Kharge was responding to
BJP national general secretary
(Organisation) B.L. Santhosh,
who had said the RSS did not
need formal registration as it
had functioned for decades with
the trust of millions of people.

Kharge said no one was
questioning the existence of
the RSS. However, he sought
clarity on under what law the
organisation functioned and
under what legal identity it
operated. He questioned who
legally constituted the organ-
isation, who owned its assets
and in whose name its bank
accounts were maintained.

He also sought details of the
framework under which dona-
tions were received and ac-
counted for, besides audited
accounts and statutory disclo-
sures. A century-old organisa-
tion with a large national pres-
ence should be able to answer
such basic questions, he said.

Kharge stressed that history
could not substitute legal
transparency and accountabil-
ity. He said that in a constitu-
tional democracy, greater in-
fluence should bring greater
transparency.

“Existence is not the issue.
Accountability is,” Kharge said.

‘Massive medical education may
leave doctors unemployed by 2030’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

India’s rapid expansion of
medical education could lead
to a situation where even doc-
tors face unemployment by
2030, cardiologist and MP Dr.
C.N. Manjunath said.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Karnataka Clinical
Perfusionists Association at a
private hotel in Bengaluru,
Manjunath said the country
has 825 medical colleges pro-
ducing around 1.20 lakh doc-
tors and 90,000 postgraduates
every year.

He said India was emerging
as the world’s pharmaceutical
production hub, with every
fourth generic pill used glob-
ally being manufactured in
the country. Medical equip-
ment such as MRI and CT
scanners and ventilators are
also being produced domesti-
cally, he added.

Despite the growing number
of doctors, Manjunath said
there was still a shortage of
medical professionals in
semi-urban and rural areas be-
cause of inadequate recruit-
ment. He also stressed the need
to use artificial intelligence
judiciously alongside human
intelligence in healthcare.

“Even though millions of

doctors have been created,
there is a shortage of doctors
in semi-urban and rural areas
due to lack of proper recruit-
ment,” he said.

Manjunath highlighted the
importance of clinical perfu-
sionists in cardiac surgery.
During open-heart proce-
dures, perfusionists operate
the heart-lung machine, main-
taining blood circulation
while the heart is stopped.
They also play a crucial role
during valve replacement and
heart-hole surgeries.

He described clinical perfu-
sionists as the “brain” of heart
surgery and surgeons as its
skilled hands, stressing the
importance of the profession.

He said a four-year B.Sc.
Perfusionist course is avail-
able after PUC and that he
had recommended to the Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on Medicine that such
courses be sanctioned only at
hospitals equipped to perform
open-heart surgery. Manju-
nath said he would also work
towards securing separate na-
tional-level recognition for
clinical perfusionists and
urged professionals to perform
their duties with commitment,
while sharing their expertise
with seniors and juniors.

Farmers yet to receive NICE
project compensation: HDK

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy has urged the
Karnataka government to
act against alleged irregular-
ities in the Bengaluru-Mysu-
ru Infrastructure Corridor
Project (BMICP), saying
farmers who lost their land
are yet to receive compensa-
tion even 23 years after ac-
quisition.

In posts on X, Kumaras-
wamy said he had written to
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar detailing alleged vio-
lations by Nandi Infrastruc-
ture Corridor Enterprises
(NICE) of laws and the
Framework Agreement gov-
erning the project.

He said the prolonged de-
lay in compensating land-
owners had left many farm-
ers distressed and demanded
immediate government in-
tervention.

Kumaraswamy also called
for an end to what he termed
NICE’s unauthorised toll
collection and urged the
government to take over the
NICE road project through
legislation.

“Immediately stop NICE's
unauthorised toll collection.
Take over the NICE road

-

“Farmers who lost their
land are yet to receive com-

pensation even after 23 years.”
H.D. Kumaraswamy, Union Minister '
project through legislation,”
he said.

He said the State govern-
ment should act in accor-
dance with directions of the
Karnataka High Court and
Supreme Court, as well as
recommendations of the
Legislature and Cabinet
Sub-Committees.

Kumaraswamy maintained
that the government should
take immediate steps to ad-
dress the alleged irregulari-
ties and protect the interests
of affected farmers.

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar said
the government would ex-
amine Kumaraswamy’s let-
ter and take action in accor-
dance with the law.

BJP attacks PUCC fee hike, calls it another burden on people'

CH NEWS. BENGALURU

The BJP has criticised the
Karnataka government over
the recent hike in Pollution
Under Control Certificate
(PUCC) charges, alleging that
the Congress government was
repeatedly increasing the fi-
nancial burden on the com-
mon man.

In a statement, the BJP said
the increase in emission-test-
ing charges would directly
affect two-wheeler owners,
auto drivers, delivery workers

and daily commuters. It ac-
cused the Congress govern-
ment, Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar and Transport
Minister Byrathi Suresh of
failing to address financial
mismanagement and instead
raising charges on essential
services.

The party pointed to earlier
increases in milk prices, elec-
tricity tariffs, bus and metro
fares, stamp duty and proper-
ty registration charges, claim-
ing that the latest PUCC fee
hike was another burden on

working and middle-class
families.

“Mandatory vehicle com-
pliance should not become
another opportunity to extract
money from hardworking
Kannadigas,” the BJP said,
accusing the government of
using compliance require-
ments to collect additional
revenue from vehicle owners.

The BJP also criticised the
Congress’ “guarantee” model,

alleging that while the gov-
ernment had made several
promises to people, it was si-

SCHOOL DROPOUT CRISIS

multaneously increasing costs
through higher fees and
charges.

Calling the PUCC increase
“anti-people”, the BJP de-
manded that the government
immediately withdraw the re-
vised charges.

The party said the pockets
of Karnataka’s working and
middle-class families should
not be treated as a source of
easy revenue and urged the
government to take measures
to reduce the financial pres-
sure on ordinary citizens.

THE DEBATE

Issue raised: RSS registration and
legal identity
Kharge’s stand: Accountability
and transparency

Santhosh’s stand: Registration
does not determine existence

Questions raised: Legal status,
assets and bank accounts
Financial concerns: Donations,
audited accounts and disclosures

RSS: Has functioned without formal
registration, according to Santhosh

Kharge seeks

transparency

Priyank Kharge said the RSS’s
existence was not in ques-
tion, but sought clarity onits
legal identity and accounta-
bility. He questioned its own-
ership of assets, bank ac-
counts, donations and finan-
cial disclosures. Kharge ar-
gued that a large and influ-
ential organisation should
maintain greater transparen-
cy in a constitutional democ-
racy. His remarks came after
B.L. Santhosh said the RSS
did not require registration to
establish its existence.

Vijayanagar
footpaths remain
encroached
despite GBA drives

CH NEWS,BENGALURU

Encroachments on Vijayanagar
footpaths continue to force pe-
destrians onto busy roads de-
spite ongoing civic anti-en-
croachment drives.

Footpaths along 5th Main in
Vijayanagar, particularly near
Veeresh Theatre and the bus
stop, remain heavily encroached
by eateries, vendors, parked ve-
hicles and property owners.

Residents and pedestrians
said the obstructions have sig-
nificantly reduced walking
space, forcing senior citizens,
daily commuters and bus pas-
sengers to use the carriageway
and exposing them to accident
risks.

The footpath beside the BSNL
compound wall is blocked by
two eateries, while pushcarts and
abandoned petty shops occupy
additional space. Pedestrians
also alleged that waste, includ-
ing fallen tree branches, is
dumped on the footpath.

A private hospital has con-
structed a ramp on part of the
footpath and placed flower pots,
further restricting pedestrian
movement. Residents have
urged Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) engineers to re-
move these obstructions.

A car detailing shop has also
installed a wire-mesh fence
across the footpath. Pedestrians
alleged that workers clean vehi-
cles on the footpath and cus-
tomers park vehicles along the
stretch, worsening the problem.

T. Ramu of the Vijayanagar
Senior Citizens Forum urged
civic authorities to act against
the encroachments, saying pe-
destrians were being compelled
to walk on the road. Residents
said repeated encroachments
undermine the impact of city-
wide anti-encroachment drives
and called for sustained moni-
toring after clearances.

No teachers, weak learmng deepen Karnataka’s dropout crisis

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka’s school dropout
crisis is deepening as teacher
shortages, weak foundational
learning and social pressures
push more children out of ed-
ucation.

This academic year, the
State identified 8,344 out-of-
school children aged six to
14, up from 6,123 the previ-
ous year. The second-
ary-school dropout rate stood
at 18.1% in 2025-26, nearly
twice the national average of
9.5% and the highest among
States, according to UDISE+
data.

Teacher shortages remain a
major concern. Karnataka had
8,042 single-teacher schools
in 2025-26, while 57,724
teaching posts were vacant in
government schools as of De-
cember 2025. The govern-

ment has begun recruiting
15,000 permanent teachers
and approved 51,000 guest
teachers as a temporary mea-
sure.

In rural areas, children face
additional barriers. Some

schools lack permanent teach-
ers, classrooms, toilets and
safe drinking water. Students
in villages may also have to
travel long distances to attend
secondary school.

Learning difficulties, mi-
gration, poverty, child mar-
riage, safety concerns and the
need to work are among the
factors contributing to drop-
outs. Experts said merely
bringing children back to
school would not solve the
problem unless schools en-
sure meaningful learning and
motivation to continue.

Education experts also
stressed the need for individu-

alised intervention, stronger
foundational hteracy and nu-
meracy programmes and better
monitoring of guest teachers.

DROPOUT CRISIS

Out-of-school children 8,344
Previous year 6,123
Secondary dropoutrate | 18.1%
National average 9.5%
Single-teacher schools 8,042
Vacant teaching posts 57,724

Permanent teachers
being recruited 15,000
Guest teachers approved | 51,000
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Foul-smelling chicken,
KFC outlet sealed
after surprise raid

CHNEWS, MANGALURU
Food safety officials con-
ducted a surprise inspection
at a KFC outlet after a cus-
tomer complained of receiv-
ing spoiled, foul-smelling
chicken ordered online. The
inspection was carried out at
the KFC outlet at City Centre
on KS Rao Road following
the complaint. Officials
checked the kitchen, store-
room and cold storage areas
during the raid. The food
safety department sealed
the outlet's godown during
the inspection. Food sam-
ples were also collected and
sent to a laboratory for test-
ing. Officials said further ac-
tion will be taken based on
the laboratory report. Food
safety officials conducted a
surprise raid at a KFC outlet
in City Centre on KS Rao
Road following a customer
complaint alleging that they
received spoiled, foul-smell-
ing chicken ordered online.

Man loses Rs 19,51
inonline trading
investment fraud

CHNEWS, UDUPI
A 35-year-old man was al-
legedly duped of Rs 19.5 lakh
by fraudsters who promised
monthly returns of 6to 7
percent on online trading in-
vestments. According to the
complaint, he came across
an advertisement offering
online trading and invest-
ment opportunities while
browsing Facebook in Au-
gust 2024. After contacting
the person through the de-
tails provided in the adver-
tisement, he was assured
that investments made
through them would fetch
monthly returns of around 6
to 7 percent. Trusting the as-
surance, he allegedly trans-
ferred a total of Rs19,59,320
through NEFT and IMPS to
bank accounts held in the
names of various companies
and organisations, as direct-
ed by the accused. The
transactions were made be-
tween September 5, 2024,
and February 8, 2025. How-
ever, the accused neither re-
turned the invested amount
nor paid the promised re-
turns. A case has been regis-
tered at the CEN Crime Po-
lice Station under Section
66(D) of the Information
Technology Act and sections
316(2) and 318(4) of BNS.

- Carmel High School students dig 1,007 percolation
pits over seven yrs to boost groundwater

Setting an inspiring example of turning academic knowledge into practical environmental action, students of Carmel High
School in Modankapu have taken up the task of digging percolation pits during the monsoon season to conserve rainwater.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Guided by the school’s Ha-
siru Bhavishya Parisara
Sangha, this green initiative
has been active for the past
seven years, aiming to build
awareness about water con-
servation among the youth.
Annually, students dig these
pits around their homes, on
the school campus, along
roadsides, and on hill slopes
to ensure rainwater seeps ef-
fectively into the ground.
Mentor teacher Roshan
Pinto highlighted that the

students have successfully
dug 1,007 rainwater percola-

Sharing
her personal
experience, Adithi
Rao remarked, over the
past three years, | have
dug 68 percolation pits
around my house with
support from my parents. By
allowing rainwater to
recharge groundwater
instead of letting it flow
into rivers, we can help
address water
scarcity.

tion pits over the seven-year
period, which includes 180

pits created this year alone.
The initiative reduces rain-
water runoff, helps recharge
groundwater and mitigates
water scarcity during sum-
mer, Pinto said.

The club ran its recent
pit-digging campaign be-
tween June and August.
While some students sought
physical help from their par-
ents, many independently
excavated standard pits mea-
suring 3ft x 2ft x 2ft during
their monsoon holidays, lat-
er submitting photographs of
their work to the school. The

project was integrated into
the practical science curric-
ulum, helping students apply
theoretical rainwater har-
vesting concepts while
learning important life
skills, Pinto added.
Explaining the environ-
mental impact, Pinto stated
that each pit can hold and
percolate approximately 340
litres of water. As a result,
the 180 pits constructed this
year have the combined ca-
pacity to recharge up to
61,200 litres of water at a
time. This consistent effort

to maintain the ecological
balance and recharge under-
ground aquifers has garnered
immense appreciation from
the local community.
Headmistress Sr Veera ac-
knowledged all participating
students and presented spe-
cial honours to those who
dug the highest number of
pits. The top contributors in-
cluded Royston Lobo, Je-
evan Kumar, Sohan D’Sou-
za, Elvina Barboza, Sha-
manth Acharya, Adithi Rao,
Likhitha, K Shamanth, Pre-
eval Carlo, and Akshitha.

Take cow smuggling seriously,
Vijayendra urges government

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

BJP State president B.Y. Vi-
jayendra on Sunday urged the
Karnataka government to take
the alleged cow-smuggling
incident in Shikaripura seri-
ously and ensure strict action
against those responsible.

Vijayendra visited Shikari-
pura hospital and met Bajrang
Dal activists who were in-
jured while allegedly pursu-
ing a vehicle transporting
cows. He enquired about their
health and assured them of
support.

Speaking to reporters later,
he said the incident reflected
concerns over law and order
and urged the government to
act immediately. He said he
had already spoken to the dis-
trict Superintendent of Police
and local police officers re-
garding the incident.

“The vehicles have been
seized, but that is not
enough,” Vijayendra said, de-
manding stringent action
against those involved. He
said the accused should not be
allowed to evade punishment
and urged the authorities to
take steps to prevent them
from securing bail easily.

He also appealed to the

BJP State president B.Y.
Vijayendra urged the
government to act firmly
against cow smuggling
and prevent attacks
linked to such incidents.
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Strict action: Take stringent action against those accused of cow
smuggling.

Prevent bail: Ensure effective legal action against the accused.

Law and order: Prevent recurrence of suchincidents.

Government intervention: Chief Minister and Home Minister should
act immediately.

government to ensure that
such incidents did not recur,
warning that repeated inci-
dents could adversely affect
law and order in the State.

According to Vijayendra,
the incident occurred late on
Saturday night when some
persons allegedly attempted
to transport cows in a pickup
vehicle from the house of
Chandan in the area. Bajrang
Dal activists Chandan, Kiran
and Abbhilash reportedly woke
up and chased the vehicle af-
ter noticing the alleged move-
ment of the cattle.

The activists claimed that
the vehicle was being used to
transport cows illegally and
that the occupants did not
stop at a police check-post.
During the pursuit, the activ-
ists were allegedly attacked,
leaving some of them injured.

Vijayendra condemned the
alleged attack as a serious in-
cident and criticised the gov-
ernment over what he de-
scribed as a deterioration in
law and order. He urged the
Chief Minister and Home
Minister to intervene and take
firm action.

No matter how big, no one will be spared during
food safety inspections, Minister UT Khader

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

No matter how big or small,
we will not let anyone go
unpunished during food
safety inspections. People's
health is important to us,
said Health Minister UT
Khader.

Speaking to the media in
the city on Sunday, he said,
with the aim of building a
healthy society, we have
started inspections across
the state by identifying food
service outlets and food pro-
duction centers. These in-
spections are not being
done out of anger or to
punish anyone. It is our re-
sponsibility to show them

The government has
banned the mixing of
nicotine and gutka in
paan masala. No one
has withdrawn this or-
der. This does not cause
any problem for areca
nut growers, only the
gutka company owners
may be affected, Minis-
ter UT Khader said.

what is wrong and inform
the people about the real
situation.

Even though they raid all
types of outlets in Banga-
lore, what should we tell
them if they do the same in

Mangaluru. As soon as the
information came on Satur-
day, the officials went to the
spot, inspected and immedi-
ately sealed the shop. Such
inspections will continue
everywhere. Therefore, ev-
eryone should maintain
the quality and hygiene of
their kitchen, store and
food items. We can raid
at anytime, anywhere, he
warned.

Talking about PG and hos-
tels, the Minister said, in-
spections have been con-
ducted in public places, ho-
tels, canteens, Vidhana
Soudha, Vikas Soudha. In
the next phase, we are tar-
geting catering, PG centers

and hostels. Students and
young men who leave home
face severe health problems
due to food problems.

It has already been or-
dered that hot water should
be provided in hotels and
canteens to control polluted
water and infectious diseas-
es and viruses during the
rainy season. Cold water
should be provided only if
the customer asks for it.
There is a plan to build a
state-level lab of the highest
quality that will be valid
even at the Supreme Court
level so that no one can deny
our report even if they go to
court when they attack big
companies.

Man booked for submitting forged
Aadhaar card to secure bail

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Town police registered a case against a man for allegedly
submitting a forged Aadhaar card to a district court to secure
bail for an accused individual. The incident came to light
following a formal complaint lodged by S Abbas, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of District Court. According to the complaint,
the forgery took place during the bail proceedings
for an accused named Nauman in an ongoing trial.
The accused, identified as Farooq, allegedly tampered
with an Aadhaar card belonging to a person named
Prashanth. He altered the document to display the name and
address of another individual, KT Muhammad, in January.
The fraudulent act not only misled the court, but also cheat-
ed genuine document holders, Prashanth and KT Muham-
mad. Based on the CEO’s complaint, the Town police have
registered a case under Sections 319(2), 340(2), 336(3),
318(4), and 229(1) of the BNS, as well as Section 35 of the

Aadhaar Act.

Around 60
percent of BSNL's
4G rollout
completed:Borale

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

‘Libraries remain vital
centres of knowledge
in digital age’

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Around 60 percent of
BSNL’s 4G rollout in Dak-
shina Kannada has been
completed, with 89 new 4G
Base Transceiver Station
(BTS) sites commissioned in
remote and uncovered vil-
lages, said Dakshina Kanna-
da telecom district principal
general manager Hemant S
Borale. He added that the
indigenous 4G network will
be upgraded to 5G once the
rollout is fully completed.
Addressing reporters here on
Thursday, Borale said BSNL
currently serves around 4.8
lakh mobile subscribers in
Dakshina Kannada and car-
ries nearly 42 terabytes of
data traffic daily through
about 700 mobile towers
spread across the telecom
district. The newly commis-
sioned 4G sites have been
established under the govt of
India-funded Digital Bharat
Nidhi initiative to provide
connectivity in arecas where
private telecom operators
have limited or no presence.
He said BSNL has covered
approximately 446 rural
sites and 252 urban sites,
with several additional sites
in the pipeline. Highlighting
BSNL’s rural broadband ex-
pansion, Borale said that un-
der the BharatNet project,
88 Optical Line Terminals
(OLTs) have been installed.
He said BSNL has emerged
as a key service provider in
villages where private
operators have little pres-
ence, and currently provides
more than 5,000 broadband
connections in remote re-
gions including Sullia and
Kadaba.

He also announced
BSNL’s Freedom 2.0 offers
to mark the 80th Indepen-
dence Day. Under the offers,
new sim cards will be
available for Re 1 upto Sep-
tember 12, with unlimited
calls, 1 GB data and
100 SMS per day for 24
days.Borale said some
remote BSNL sites, includ-
ing in Sullia, depend on so-
lar power, and reduced sun-
light during the monsoon
affects network perfor-
mance. BSNL has sought
MESCOM power connec-
tions, replaced batteries and
plans diesel generator back-
up at critical sites.

Libraries are not merely re-
positories of books but living
centres of knowledge, re-
search, reading culture and
social development, speakers
said at a state-level workshop
on ‘Libraries at the Cross-
roads: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities’ and National Librar-
ians’ Day celebrations held at
the AV Auditorium of Govin-
da Dasa College, Surathkal.
The programme was organ-
ised by the Dakshina Kannada
and Kodagu Library Associa-
tion in association with Gov-
inda Dasa College under the
theme ‘Knowledge is Power’.
Presiding over the event, JS
Hattwar, President of Hindu
Vidyadayini Sangha, Surath-
kal, said libraries remain vital
sources of knowledge for stu-
dents, researchers and the pub-
lic. He urged students to culti-
vate a strong reading habit.
Chief guest Prof VG Tala-
war, former Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Mysore

and REVA University, high-
lighted the role of libraries in
information management and
knowledge sharing. Recalling
the contributions of Dr SR
Ranganathan, regarded as the
father of library science, Prof
Talawar said Ranganathan
had strengthened the library
movement in India and made
significant global contribu-
tions through his scientific
and human-centred approach.
Guest of honour K Mahalinga
Bhat of St Aloysius (Deemed
to be University) said libraries
had expanded their role in the
digital age.

Resource person Rajshek-
har Kumbhar, librarian at
Karnataka Folklore Universi-
ty, Haveri, discussed chal-
lenges arising from techno-
logical changes and stressed
the need for student-friendly
services and digital libraries.
Retired professors, doctoral
degree holders and Mangalore
University rank-holders were
felicitated during the pro-
gramme.

MCC awaits funds to
upgrade water pipeline

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Although construction of the
new 125 MLD Water Treat-
ment Plant (WTP) in Adyar is
nearing completion, the Man-
galuru City Corporation
(MCC) lacks funds to expand
the city’s distribution network.
With the current infrastructure
limited to an old 80 MLD ca-
pacity, the city will be unable
to deliver the additional water
to residents until a matching
125 MLD pipeline is built. A
125 MLD capacity WTP is be-
ing built at Adyar at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 128 crore. The
project is designed to draw 125
MLD of water to meet the
city’s projected population in
2051 and is expected to be
completed by April 2027.
MCC commissioner Rahul
Ratnam Pandey said that look-
ing at the 2051 population pro-
jections, the city needs more
water. Hence, new WTP, jack-
well overhead tanks and reser-
voirs are being developed, he
said. Even though this new
plant is 125 MLD, we can only
supply up to 80 MLD because
of the pipeline’s limitations.

Therefore, we need to upgrade
the pipeline capacity from Ad-
yar to the city. Currently, the
city corporation does not have
funds allocated for this pur-
pose. We either have to take a
loan or get a grant from the
government, the Commissioner
explained.

The city corporation needs to
assess this, as it will not get
that much amount directly
from cess, and the loan repay-
ment might be difficult, he
said. I have asked for a study
on how much loan can be
raised and what estimate is re-
quired. Next time when the
state cabinet session happens
in Mangaluru, we will send a
proposal through the Minister
UT Khader because this is a
much needed project. We
might not need all of it imme-
diately, but in the next 5 years,
as demand increases, we will
have to utilise the full 125
MLD. The city corporation can
use the existing 80 MLD, but
to utilise the extra 45 MLD, the
pipeline needs replacement.
The MCC will submit a pro-
posal to the state govt through
the Minister, he added.

PROTECT COMMUTER INTEREST

Extend Yeshwantpur-Mangaluru weekly train to MAQ: Samiti

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Paschima Karavali Railway
Yatri Abhivriddhi Samiti has
urged Southern Railway to ex-
tend train no 16539/40 Yesh-
wantpur-Mangaluru Junc-
tion-Yeshwantpur Weekly
Express to Mangaluru Central
(MAQ), saying the move
would significantly benefit
passengers travelling between
coastal Karnataka and Benga-
luru.The committee submitted
a memorandum to the divi-
sional railway manager of Pal-
akkad Division. In the memo-
randum, the committee said
the tri-weekly train no
16575/76 and the weekly train

no 16539/40 operating be-
tween Mangaluru Junction and
Yeshwantpur have been an
economical and convenient
mode of transport for people
travelling between the coastal
region and the state capital. It
said, train no 16575/76 was
originally planned to operate
between Mangaluru Central
and Yeshwantpur in 2007.
However, owing to platform
constraints at Mangaluru Cen-
tral, the service was introduced
between Mangaluru Junction
and Yeshwantpur. Railway au-
thorities had then assured the
public that the train would be
extended to Mangaluru Cen-
tral after the commissioning of

platforms 4 and 5, the commit-
tee said. The Samiti said that
after the completion of plat-
forms 4 and 5 at MAQ, the
Palakkad Division proposed
extending the train to MAQ
through a communication to
the chief passenger transporta-

tion manager of Southern Rail-
way, but the proposal has not
been implemented.

It said operational con-
straints linked to the Mangal-
uru-Rameswaram Express
may prevent extending the
tri-weekly train no 16575/76,
but the same constraints do
not apply to the weekly train
no 16539/40. According to
the commiittee, there is no sta-
bling or receipt of the Ra-
meswaram-Mangaluru Ex-
press at Mangaluru Central on
Saturdays and Sundays, mak-
ing it possible to accommo-
date the weekly service at the
station.As an alternative ar-
rangement, the Samiti sug-

gested that train no 16539
Yeshwantpur-Mangaluru
Junction Weekly Express
could arrive at Mangaluru
Central on Saturday evenings
and be stabled overnight on
the vacant stabling line of the
Mangaluru-Rameswaram Ex-
press. The rake could then
operate as Train No. 16540
Mangaluru Central-Yeshwant-
pur Weekly Express on Sun-
day mornings. The Samiti
said extending the service to
Mangaluru Central, located in
the heart of the city, would
spare passengers the addition-
al expense of travelling by
taxi or autorickshaw to Man-
galuru Junction.
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IEl Kalaburagi
hosts special talk
on Vastu

KALABURAGI
The Institution of Engi-
neers India, Kalaburagi Lo-
cal Centre, celebrated In-
dependence Day with a
special lecture on Vastu
preserving ancient herit-
age. Held at Visvesvaraya
Bhavan, the event featured
Vastu Guru Er. Arunkumar
Pattar as the keynote
speaker. Er. Anand Kamal-
apurkar, Executive Engi-
neer of KKRDB, graced the
occasion as the chief
guest. Speakers discussed
traditional architectural
science and its deep roots
in Indian knowledge sys-
tems. Engineers, dignitar-
ies, and local members at-
tended the informative
session, which highlighted
cultural preservation
alongside national pro-
gress and development
themes.

Hubballi nursing
home sealed over
illegal deliveries

HUBBALLI
Dharwad District Medical
Officer Dr. AK. Ramachan-
dran announced that strict
legal action will be taken
against Annapurna Nurs-
ing Home. Authorities
sealed the facility after in-
vestigations revealed it
performed illegal deliveries
for minor girls without in-
forming concerned govern-
ment departments. The
crackdown follows media
reports highlighting the un-
authorized medical opera-
tions and child protection
concerns. Officials con-
firmed that a thorough
probe is currently under-
way to identify all individu-
als involved in concealing
these unlawful procedures.
Appropriate legal conse-
quences will follow upon
completion of the official
inquiry.

Shivamogga police
and locals rescue
women from drowning

SHIVAMOGGA
Alert police personnel
and quick-thinking locals
successfully saved wom-
en from suicide in sepa-
rate incidents across the
Shivamogga district. In
the first case, a Chitradur-
ga resident called emer-
gency response services
stating his wife went to
Kodli to end her life. ERV
duty officers CPC Ashok
Kumar and driver APC
Amaresh Naik rushed to
the Tunga-Bhadra river
confluence and safely
rescued her. In a separate
incident near Chandra-
gutti, local youths Sahil,
Sonu, and Yasin Chik-
kamakoppa saved a
mother and daughter
who jumped into the
Varada river. District po-
lice commended the of-
ficers and felicitated the

brave youths for their ;
life-saving interventions. |

MLA D. Ravi Shankar urges
youth to follow Rayanna

MLA D. Ravi Shankar urged youth to emulate Sangolli Rayanna,
honoring top-performing students at a community event.

HUNSUR

While birth and death are
natural certainties of life,
what truly matters is how a
person contributes to society
and the nation during their
lifetime. This inspiring
thought was shared by K.R.
Nagar MLA D. Ravi Shan-
kar, who urged talented
young individuals to embrace
the patriotism, ideals, and
fierce fighting spirit of free-
dom fighter Krantiveer San-
golli Rayanna to achieve
greatness.

Speaking as the chief guest
at the Krantiveer Sangolli
Rayanna Jayanthotsava and
Pratibha Puraskar event orga-
nized jointly by the Hunsur
Taluk Kurubara Sangha and

the Kanaka Employees
Union, the MLA encouraged
students to place education
above all else. He advised
them never to settle for mi-
nor successes, but to pursue
higher studies with clear
goals, deep interest, and re-
lentless hard work, assuring
them that success will natu-
rally follow with the guid-
ance of good teachers.

During his address, Ravi
Shankar also expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the local
community members for
their vital financial backing
and love during his election
campaign. He promised to
continuously support com-
munity development and the
educational advancement of
bright students.

As part of the celebrations,
over 125 talented students
from the Kuruba community
who scored above 80% in the
2026 annual SSLC and II
PUC exams, alongside high
achievers in the 2026 NEET
examinations, were honored
with special awards and in-
centives. Former MLA H.P.
Manjunath paid floral trib-
utes to Sangolli Rayanna’s
portrait and encouraged stu-
dents to bring pride to their
families and teachers.

Several prominent leaders,
including Sri Shivanandpuri
Mahaswamy of Kanaka Gu-
rupeetha, were present along-
side local officials and re-
tired soldiers who received
special felicitations for their
service.

‘Manuvadi mindset”
outraged over rally incident

KALABURAGI

Mallikarjun Neelura,
Vice-President of the Con-
gress District Committee
(Scheduled Caste Section),
has expressed fierce outrage
over an incident in Uttara-
khand where a public rally
site was allegedly "purified"
following a speech by AICC
President Mallikarjun
Kharge. Reports indicate that
after Kharge departed from
the Havalwani Ramlila
Maidan, members of the BJP
and RSS reportedly cleaned
the area with water from the
Ganga, an act that has been
widely condemned as a tar-
geted insult against the veter-
an leader.

In a formal press release
issued, Neelura described the
act as a “despicable and un-
constitutional” assault on the
secular fabric of the nation.
He expressed deep regret that

such an incident took place
on Independence Day, noting
that it serves as a painful re-
minder of the prejudice faced
by marginalized communi-
ties. "The Manuvadi mindset
behind this act has insulted
not only Mallikarjun Kharge
but the entire democratic and
secular system of India,"
Neelura stated.

The Congress leader further
alleged that the central gov-
ernment continues to exhibit
systemic indifference toward

Congress

Dalits, minorities, and back-
ward classes, questioning
whether these communities
hold fair representation within
the Union Cabinet. He argued
that the incident is symptom-
atic of a broader culture of
intolerance that threatens the
security and future of op-
pressed communities.

Neelura has called for
swift and decisive justice, de-
manding that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah resign if
immediate legal action is not
taken against those responsi-
ble for the “purification” rit-
ual. He emphasized that the
government has a fundamen-
tal duty to protect all citi-
zens, regardless of their so-
cial background, and de-
manded that local authorities
initiate strict proceedings
against the perpetrators to
prevent such shameful dis-
plays of discrimination in the
future.

New tennis court opens
in Kalaburagi campus

KALABURAGI

The Institution of Engineers (India), Kalaburagi Local Centre,
proudly inaugurated its 2nd tennis court at a special ceremony
held at the IET Campus on Court Road. Named in loving memo-
ry of the prominent industrialist and philanthropist Seth Shankar-
lal Gilada, the new facility aims to boost sports culture and pro-
vide top-notch athletic amenities for local members and students.

The grand inauguration event took place on August 15th, draw-
ing a gathering of prominent local figures, engineers, and sports
enthusiasts. The ceremony was graced by Sri Shashidhar Kurer,
[.A.S. and Managing Director of GESCOM, who attended as the
esteemed Chief Guest. He praised the institution for creating
spaces that encourage physical fitness and community bonding

alongside technical education.

Er. Sampath S. Gilada, a well-known industrialist and the Chief
Patron of the S.M.V. Tennis Club, joined the proceedings as the
Guest of Honour. Speaking on the occasion, he highlighted the
vital role of sports in shaping healthy minds and expressed deep
gratitude for honoring the legacy of Seth Shankarlal Gilada

through this sports infrastructure.

Organizers expressed optimism that the new tennis court will
host local tournaments and encourage youth to adopt active life-
styles. The event concluded with a ceremonial tour of the facili-
ty and an exhibition match, receiving an enthusiastic response
from everyone present at the campus.

MOLAKALMURU MERGER CONTROVERSY

MLA Gopalakrishna sparks
outrage over Molakalmuru merger

CHITRADURGA

Senior Congress MLA N.Y.
Gopalakrishna has sparked a
major political controversy by
publicly suggesting that the
Molakalmuru legislative seg-
ment should either be merged
with neighboring Andhra
Pradesh or combined with the
Challakere constituency.

The unexpected remarks
came to light during an offi-
cial site inspection of the lo-
cal Ambedkar Bhavan. A vid-
eo capturing the legislator’s
comments quickly went viral
across social media platforms,
drawing intense public atten-
tion and debate.

During the inspection, the
MLA expressed deep frustra-
tion regarding the perceived
neglect and lack of develop-

ment in his region. He com-
plained that Molakalmuru is
situated in an isolated corner,
causing top government offi-
cials and political bigwigs to
overlook its pressing needs.
He added that elected repre-
sentatives do not receive due
respect or attention under the
current administrative layout,
lamenting the backward des-

tiny of the area.

Despite making the contro-
versial suggestion about shift-
ing state boundaries or merg-
ing districts, the MLA also
noted that he has approached
newly appointed state minis-
ters to secure enhanced finan-
cial grants. He emphasized
that additional funding is ur-
gently required to accelerate
local development work and
improve infrastructure for the
residents.

The viral video has trig-
gered considerable discussion
among local political circles
and citizens alike, with many
questioning the implications
of such statements from a se-
nior ruling-party representa-
tive regarding regional inte-
gration and administrative
focus.

Prioritize music
education in Govt
Schools, says Patil

KOPPAL

Music serves as a universal lan-
guage that resonates with every
soul, a sentiment championed
by Shambhulingana Gowda
Patil Haligeri, state vice presi-
dent of the State Primary
School Teachers’ Association,
Bangalore. Speaking as the
chief guest at a state-level an-
nual general meeting and music
program held in collaboration
with Vijayanagar and Bellary
districts, Patil emphasized the
profound impact of music on
the human psyche, stating,
"There are no minds that are
not defeated by music." Patil
used the platform to advocate
strongly for the integration of
music education in government
schools, highlighting its essen-
tial role in the holistic develop-
ment of children. He urged the
state government to take deci-
sive action by appointing a suf-
ficient number of qualified
music teachers to ensure that
every student has access to mu-
sical training. "I will always be
with you in the fight for all the
demands of music teachers," he
assured the gathered educators,
pledging his ongoing support
for their professional advocacy.

Pediatric specialist honored

HUNSUR

Senior pediatric specialist Dr.
Sujatalakshmi B.M. was
warmly felicitated for her re-
markable and selfless service
in the field of child health.
The special honor took place
during the 80th Indepen-
dence Day celebrations held
at the D. Devaraja Aras Pub-
lic Hospital in Hunsurnagar.

The felicitation was jointly
organized by the Taluk
Farmers' Association, the To-
bacco Growers' Association,
members of the Arogya Rak-
sha Samiti, and local citizens
to celebrate her dedication to
young patients. Accepting
the honor, Dr. Sujatalakshmi
expressed deep gratitude and
stated that the medical pro-
fession is far more than a
regular job. Instead, she de-
scribed it as a sacred service
directly tied to human lives
and well-being, emphasizing
that giving special care to
children remains the utmost
duty of every physician. She
added that public recognition
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Dr. Sujatalakshmi B.M., a
senior pediatric
specialist, was felicitated
for her selfless child
healthcare service
during Independence
Day celebrations at
Hunsurnagar’s Devaraja
Aras Hospital.

inspires doctors to work with
heightened responsibility
and a stronger spirit of
service.

Several prominent medical
officials and community
leaders attended the event to
praise her selfless contribu-
tions, noting that she has al-
ways served patients without

ever expecting any reward.

Among those present were
Taluk Health Officer Dr. Gi-
ridas, Administrative Medi-
cal Officer Shivshankar, and
fellow doctors including Dr.
Satish, Dr. Dayanand Babu,
Dr. Sujatha, Dr. Banu, and
Dr. Raghu. Hospital health
committee members includ-
ing Prabhakar, Zabiullah,
H.Y. Krishna, Santosh, and
Nagaraj—along with Tobac-
co Growers' Association rep-
resentatives Undavadi Chan-
dregowda and Modur
Shivannegouda, also joined
the celebration to honor her
exceptional medical career
and ongoing commitment to
public healthcare.

Kundapur records
highest seasonal
rainfall at 26.8mm

UDUPI

Local authorities have re-
leased a preliminary assess-
ment report confirming that
the district has experienced
no major structural damage,
crop loss, or casualties fol-
lowing recent seasonal rain-
fall. The district administra-
tion continues to closely
monitor weather patterns
across all local taluks to en-
sure public safety.
According to the official
district report issued recently,
emergency response units re-
corded zero incidents of hu-
man loss of life or injuries
due to wind, rain, or light-
ning. Furthermore, officials
confirmed that no livestock
losses, household goods de-
struction, or house collapses
have been reported anywhere
in the region. Essential infra-
structure remains fully intact,
with zero disruptions report-
ed regarding road connectiv-
ity, electrical power supplies,
or local water bodies. Au-
thorities also noted that no
emergency evacuation cen-
ters or relief camps needed to
be opened, as no villages

faced flood threats.

Rainfall figures varied
across the district, bringing
much-needed moisture with-
out causing destructive
flooding. Kundapur recorded
the highest rainfall at 26.8
millimeters, followed by
Hebri with 16.4 millimeters
and Byndoor receiving 8.2
millimeters. Additional rain-
fall measurements included
5.6 millimeters in Brahmavar
and 4.3 millimeters in Udupi,
while Karkala and Kaup re-
ported no rainfall during this
reporting period. Overall, the
district averaged 8.7 millime-
ters of rainfall for the day.

The District Magistrate’s
office stated that local disas-
ter management teams re-
main fully prepared to handle
any sudden weather shifts.
Citizens have been advised to
stay updated through official
channels as the monsoon sea-
son progresses across the
coastal region. Authorities
reassured the public that
swift response mechanisms
are actively in place to ad-
dress any emergencies should
weather conditions intensify
over the coming days.

Matoshree
Dakshayini
Avvaji receives
Akkamahadevi
award

KALABURAGI

Matoshree Dr. Dakshayini
Avvaji, President of the Sha-
ranabasaveshwar Vidya Var-
dak Sangha and Chancellor
of Sharnbasva University,
has been honored with the
prestigious Akkamahadevi
Ratna Award. The Maharash-
tra State Unit of the All India
Veerashaiva Lingayat Ma-
hasabha presented this dis-
tinction in recognition of her
outstanding contributions to
women empowerment, edu-
cation, social service, and
visionary leadership.

The colorful presentation
ceremony took place at the
Yashwantrao Chavan Centre
in Mumbai. Jagadguru Dr.
Chandrasekhar Mahaswamji
of the Kashi Peeta officially
handed over the award to
Matoshree Dr. Avvaji. A
prominent gathering of polit-
ical leaders, spiritual figures,
and dignitaries from both
Karnataka and Maharashtra
attended the grand event to
celebrate her lifelong dedica-
tion to societal growth.

Hunsur celebrates 80th Independence Day

HUNSUR

The historic 80th Indepen-
dence Day was celebrated with
great patriotic fervor and
meaningful events at the
Muneshwara Kavalu Maidan
in Hunsur. The grand celebra-
tion, organized by the Taluk
National Festival Celebration
Committee, brought together
local leaders, officials, stu-
dents, and citizens to honor the
nation's freedom and heritage.

Deputy Divisional Officer
in-charge Manjunath Ramu
officially hoisted the national
flag amidst a cheering crowd.
Following the flag hoisting, a
majestic guard of honor and
parade salute was presented by
local police personnel along-
side enthusiastic school and
college students. An attractive
cultural procession followed,
winding through the area as

dignitaries, including local
members of legislative assem-
bly and tahsildars, paid their
respectful tributes to the flag.

Addressing the gathering,
Tahsildar Manjunath delivered
an inspiring message empha-
sizing civic responsibility. He
stated that as the nation marks
eighty years of freedom, every
citizen must earnestly uphold
the core values enshrined in
the Constitution. He reminded
attendees to honor the heavy
sacrifices made by countless
freedom fighters and urged ev-
eryone to unite in contributing
toward the continuous prog-
ress and development of the
country.

Local MLA G.T. Harish
Gowda also addressed the au-
dience, highlighting India’s
rich diversity across various
castes, religions, and tradi-
tions. He noted that the archi-

tects of the nation laid the
foundation for a great demo-
cratic India by working to
eliminate inequality under the
guidance of the Constitution.
Emphasizing the nation's de-
mographic strength, he
stressed that the energy and
power of the youth are im-
mense assets in building a
stronger future for India.

The memorable event wit-
nessed the presence of several
prominent figures and commu-
nity leaders. Among the at-
tendees were Town Planning
Authority Chairman H.P. Am-
arnath, Municipal Commis-
sioner Manasa, Education Of-
ficer Ravi M., Circle Inspector
Madevappa, Inspector Tajud-
din, and former Municipal
Council members Krishnaraja
Gupta and Harish Satish,
alongside many other local of-
ficials and residents.

Merit over caste: Calls for

KOPPAL

The Vishwabandhu Basavanna
Educational and Cultural Char-
itable Trust recently hosted a
symposium at the Government
Employees' Hall to celebrate
the multifaceted career of se-
nior journalist Ramesh Surve.
During the event, community
leaders and intellectuals unan-
imously urged the government
to honor the 70-year-old veter-
an with the prestigious Rajyot-
sava Award, emphasizing that
his contributions should be
recognized solely on merit

rather than caste.

Speakers at the symposium
lauded Surve’s decades of self-
less service, highlighting his
significant impact on journal-
ism, literature, theatre, and
cultural programming. Deven-
drappa Balootagi, President of
the Pomegranate Growers As-
sociation, praised Surve for
dedicating his life to encourag-
ing others and organizing plat-
forms for millions, noting that
his work in Bangalore has
brought immense pride to the
Koppal region.

Former Urban Development

Surve’s Rajyotsava award

Authority President Mah-
antesh Patil Mainalli expressed
surprise and admiration for
Surve’s continued active en-
gagement in public life despite
his advanced age. He argued
that the state should ensure no
injustice is done to the veteran
journalist simply because he
has built his career while
based in Bangalore. Adding to
this sentiment, Dr. Vithalrao
Gaikwad, a retired professor
and Central Sahitya Akademi
awardee, stated that Surve’s
extensive body of work de-
serves formal recognition from

both the government and state
universities.

The symposium featured in-
sights from various experts,
including Karnataka Janapada
Akademi member Dr. Jeevans-
abha Valikara, Film Academy
member Savitri Muzumadaar,
and children’s writer Dr. Ra-
jendra Gadada, who detailed
Surve’s significant contribu-
tions to their respective fields.
Nataka Academy member
Killedara also pledged to ad-
vocate for formal recognition
of Surve’s lifelong commit-
ment to the theatre.
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Bajrang Dal workers
attacked during cow theft
chasein Shivamogga

SHIVAMOGGA
A tense situation unfolded in
Hartalu village of Hosanagar
taluk after thieves targeted a
Bajrang Dal worker’s cow-
shed, stealing livestock over-
night. When activists chased
the suspects’ vehicle, the
thieves rammed their car
and launched a brutal as-
sault using deadly weapons.
Activist Chandrashekhar
sustained serious injuries
and was admitted to Meg-
gan Hospital in Shivamogga,
while companions Kiran and
Abhilash also suffered minor
injuries. BJP leaders strongly
condemned the incident,
blaming the state govern-
ment’s policies for embold-
ening illegal smugglers, and
warned of widespread dis-
trict-wide protests if author-
ities fail to arrest the culprits
immediately.

M’luru BJP Leader
Complains Against Sonia
Over Vande Mataram

MANGALURU
BJP leader Vikas Puttur filed
a formal police complaint
at the Urwa police station
demanding legal action
against senior Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi. He ac-
cused her of insulting the
national song Vande Mata-
ram by allegedly instructing
party workers to stop its
rendition halfway during the
Independence Day flag
hoisting ceremony at the
AICC headquarters in New
Delhi. Puttur warned that
the party will approach the
Karnataka High Court if lo-
cal authorities fail to regis-
ter an FIR. Meanwhile, Man-
galuru City Police Commis-
sioner Sudhir Kumar Reddy
confirmed that no FIR has
been registered yet regard-
ing the complaint.

Durgadeviinstitution
in Gadag celebrates
Independence Day

GADAG
Shri Durgadevi Educational
Institution in Gangapurpet
celebrated the 80th Inde-
pendence Day with great
patriotic fervor through a
traditional flag-hoisting cer-
emony. The event wit-
nessed the presence of
prominent community fig-
ures, including Halumatha
Mahasabha Honorary Presi-
dent Nagaraj Menasagi and
Education Committee Pres-
ident Venkatesh Imarapur.
School authorities, teachers
such as head teacher Man-
jula Hidkimath staff mem-
bers, and parents gathered
to honor the nation’s free-
dom fighters. Participants
shared festive greetings,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of instilling strong na-
tional values, discipline, and
education in young stu-
dents to build a prosperous
and united future.

BIDAR

The life and legacy of Bharat
Ratna and former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
were commemorated with
deep respect at the office of
Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale. The sol-
emn event honored Vajpayee
as a towering parliamentary
figure, a visionary leader, and
an unparalleled orator whose
contributions to nation-build-
ing remain a guiding light for
India.

MLA Dr. Shailendra
Beldale led the tributes by of-
fering floral garlands to Va-
jpayee’s portrait, taking the
opportunity to reflect on the
former Prime Minister’s
steadfast commitment to na-

KARNATAKA

Dr. Beldale reflects on
Valpayee’s visionary leadership

Bidar South MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale and party members
commemorated former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s legacy.

tional interest. "Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was a leader who
left an indelible mark on Indi-
an politics through his sim-
plicity, integrity, and profound
eloquence," Dr. Beldale stat-
ed. He noted that Vajpayee’s
tenure as Prime Minister was
defined by landmark advance-
ments in infrastructure, na-
tional security, and economic
growth, all of which signifi-
cantly elevated India's global
stature.

Beyond his political
achievements, Dr. Beldale
highlighted Vajpayee’s endur-
ing legacy as a poet and hu-
manist. He remarked that Va-
jpayee’s speeches and writ-
ings consistently reflected a
deep-seated patriotism and a
compassionate view of hu-
manity. The MLA further em-
phasized that Vajpayee’s re-
spect for democratic values
and his ability to engage re-
spectfully with political oppo-
nents despite deep ideological
differences serve as a vital
model for the current genera-
tion of political leaders.

During the commemorative
address, Dr. Beldale urged the
youth of the nation to embody
Vajpayee’s spirit of discipline,
patriotism, and service. He

concluded by asserting that
the most fitting tribute to the
late leader is for every citizen
to work faithfully toward the
development and progress of
the country.

The event saw the presence
of numerous party seniors and
dedicated workers, including
former BJP District President
Baburao Madakatti, Prashanth
Bemalkheda, Santosh
Jagadale, Basavaraj Sindhol
Tanda, Srinivas Sindhola,
Shivakumar Kolare, Vishal
Atiwala, Amar Kapalapur,
Santosh, and Veeresh Bamani.
Media coordinator Nagesh
Sidda organized the event,
which brought together party
supporters to honor the states-
man’s lasting impact on the
nation.

MCC Bank
commemorates
I-Day with
dignitaries

MANGALURU

MCC Bank celebrated In-
dia's 80th Independence Day
with great enthusiasm and
solemn pride. Leaders, em-
ployees, and special guests
gathered at the institution to
honor the historic milestone,
reflecting a deep spirit of
patriotism, unity, and ongo-
ing social commitment.
Bank Chairman Sahakara
Ratna Anil Lobo presided
over the celebratory event.
Distinguished guests includ-
ed B.K. Imthiyaz, president
of DYFI Dakshina Kannada
District, and Rev. Fr Ivan
Michael Rodrigues, parish
priest of Our Lady of Mira-
cles Church. Vice Chairman
Jerald Jude Dsilva and Gen-
eral Manager Sunil Menezes
also joined them on the
dais.

The event began when
B.K. Imthiyaz hoisted the
national flag. As the tricolor
unfurled in the morning
breeze, everyone stood re-
spectfully to sing the nation-
al anthem. The touching mo-
ment honored the many free-
dom fighters whose sacrific-
es secured India's hard-won
independence. Addressing
the crowd, Imthiyaz shared
thoughts on modern free-
dom, stressing that true in-
dependence requires giving
every citizen real access to
education, stable jobs, and
economic growth. He high-
lighted that young people
make up nearly sixty percent
of India's population. Em-
powering this vibrant demo-
graphic is vital for building
a stronger, more inclusive
nation. He also praised MCC
Bank for its continuous
community support and ded-
ication to local education
and employment goals.

Rajputs vow to march on
Belgaum for new board

GADAG

Rajput leaders from across
Karnataka gathered in
Betageri to demand the cre-
ation of an official Rajput
Development Authority.
Meeting at the Sri Ven-
kateshwara Kalyana Manta-
pa under district President
Ganesh Singh Byali, repre-
sentatives resolved to stage
a protest march and submit a
petition at Suvarna Soudha
in Belgaum. Organizers plan
to announce the specific date
for the symbolic sit-in and
petition delivery soon. Lead-
ers urged members from ev-
ery district and taluk to mo-
bilize in large numbers to
ensure the demonstration's
success.

During the gathering,
speakers stressed the impor-
tance of gathering official
demographic data. Local
units were instructed to col-
lect population records prov-
ing the community's educa-

tional and economic back-
wardness. Attendees also
agreed that putting pressure
on local MLAs and in-
charge ministers is essential
to push the government to-
ward formal approval.
Several prominent commu-
nity figures addressed
the crowd, including B.P.
Savanoor, Nagendra Singh,
Gajendra Singh, Uday
Singh, Anand Singh, Ajit
Singh, Narayan Singh,
Lakshman Singh, Prakash
Singh, Indrajit Singh, and
Rajeshwari Subhedar. Ma-
hadev Prasad updated the
assembly on an ongoing dig-
ital registration drive track-
ing Rajput residents state-
wide.

Delegates traveled from
various regions, including
Dharwad, Haveri, Kalaburgi,
Shahapur, Shiggaon, Bhag-
yanagar, Lingasagur, Ka-
laghatagi, Misrikoti,
Bagalkot, Koppal, Kampli,
Tavaragera, and Ilakalla.

Belgaum faces drought: Minister
Jarkiholi promises relief

BELAGAVI

Farmers in several villages
of Karnataka are going
through a very tough time
right now. While some parts
of the district are receiving
good rain, other arcas are
suffering from a serious lack
of water. Because of this dry
weather, crops have started
drying up and dying in the
fields, causing deep worry
among local growers who
depend entirely on their
harvest to earn a
living.

To understand the ground
reality, District In-charge
Minister Satish Jarkiholi
personally visited multiple
villages across the Yaragatti
and Ramadurga taluks.
During his visit, local farm-
ers gathered around him
with withered plant samples
in their hands. They showed
him damaged yields of cow-
pea, groundnut, maize,
uddu, cotton, and onions.
The growers explained how

the sudden lack of rainfall
has stunted plant growth and
ruined months of hard work.
After walking through
several farms and listening
closely to the grievances of
the locals, the minister as-
sured them that the govern-
ment stands firmly with
them in this crisis. He offi-
cially declared an interim
drought based on prelimi-
nary findings. According to
early estimates, crops spread
across 65000 hectares have
already suffered severe dam-
age due to the dry spell.
The minister spoke direct-
ly with local agricultural of-
ficers and district officials

during his inspection. He
noted that although nine-
ty-five percent of the sowing
work was completed earlier,
the ongoing dry weather has
created a serious emergency.
He promised to take this ur-
gent matter straight to the
Chief Minister. Another de-
tailed survey will be con-
ducted in ten days to check
if the situation worsens.

Furthermore, officials
confirmed that drinking wa-
ter supplies are stable for
now, but precautionary steps
are already underway. Au-
thorities plan to use water
tankers and rent private tube
wells if needed to prevent
shortages. Officials also
urged farmers not to panic
or sell their cattle, promising
that adequate fodder will be
supplied. The government
plans to hold emergency
meetings to decide on re-
leasing water from the local
reservoir while keeping fu-
ture drinking water needs in
mind.

12 Year Hari Jatra Mahotsava begins in Gadag

GADAG

The grand Hari Jatra Ma-
hotsava of Sri Dhyamava
and Sri Durgamma Devis
is set to begin on August
18 and run through August
28. Because this sacred
festival happens only once
every twelve years, local
devotees are preparing for
a massive and memorable
celebration.

Festivities kick off with
the installation of the di-
vine idols at the Sri Dhya-
mava Katte temple in Ok-
kalageri Oni. Following
this tradition, daily spiritu-
al discourses led by Pujya
Shivsharane Sri Neelamma
Aatevaru Asundi will take
place each evening from
six to seven o’clock
through August 25.

Opening night features a
major public assembly at
seven o’clock, blessed by
the presence of Pujyashri
Abhinava Jagadguru Bud-
heeshwara Mahaswamy.
Trust Committee Chairman
Kotrappa Kamatar will
preside over the event
alongside Fair Committee
Working Chairman Fa-
kirappa Hebasura. Dr. Sid-
dhaveera Swamy will de-
liver a special lecture for
attendees.

A broad group of leaders
and community figures
will join as chief
guests, including former
MLA D. R. Patil, Congress
women leader Neelamma
Bolanavara, and Editor
Manjunath Abbigeri. Local
representatives such as
former urban authority

chairman Srikanth Khata-
vate, Ishwarasa Mehar-
wade, and Ganiga
Samaj President Basavaraj
Bingi will also attend. Ad-
ditional guests feature for-
mer municipal president
Suresh Kattimani, commu-
nity leaders Lakshmi Sid-
dammanahalli, Madhusa
Meharwade, Shakuntala
Akki, Lakshmi Kaki, Ra-
manna Phaladdoddy, and
Hubballi lawyer Jyoti
Desai.

To close out the opening
day, vibrant cultural per-
formances by the Savita
Puja Kunita troupe from
Mandya and Mysore will
start at half-past eight. The
temple committee invites
all local residents and vis-
itors to join these rare
festivities.
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Dharwad strike
blocked, police
stop job rally

DHARWAD

Plans by many jobless youths
to march for work in Dharwad
hit a wall. Local authorities
officially blocked the upcom-
ing protest planned for August
18, pointing to past trouble to
justify the strict shutdown. The
group known as AXA had
asked local officials for the
green light to gather near the
Michigan Compound. Leaders
hoped to voice deep frustra-
tions over a lack of open jobs.
Instead, police officials firmly
slammed the door on the pub-
lic gathering.
Hubballi-Dharwad Police
Commissioner N. Shashiku-
mar led the decision to halt
the event. Officers noted that
past demonstrations turned
chaotic, raising serious wor-
ries about public safety and
local order. The tension be-
tween young job seekers and
local police is far from fresh.
Last September, a massive
wave of frustrated citizens
flooded the streets. That large
protest caught the statewide
spotlight, pushing officials to
make quick promises. Yet,
many felt those words fell

Police authorities in
Dharwad blocked an
August 18 youth job
protest, citing public
safety concerns and past
chaos, leaving job
seekers searching for
alternatives.

flat, leading to calls for re-
newed action.

Months ago, the court of-
fered a narrow compromise.
Judges allowed a small,
peaceful gathering capped at
one hundred people at Nehru
Maidan. However, organizers
bypassed that specific spot,
seeking a larger venue in-
stead. Because those condi-
tions were broken, local po-
lice felt justified in saying no
to this new rally. Officials
remain firm that maintaining
peace comes first. While
young job seekers want their
voices heard, authorities fear
history might repeat itself.
For now, the August 18 pro-
test is officially canceled,
leaving hopeful workers
searching for new ways to
make their struggles known
across the state.

From rural Divagi to
Karwar Medical College:
A district-wide success

KARWAR

Demonstrating its commit-
ment to public health, Uttara
Kannada district has officially
applied for malaria elimina-
tion certification. The district
has maintained a remarkable
record, reporting zero local
malaria cases since 2014 and
keeping imported cases to a
minimal level. To evaluate
this achievement, a high-level
National Malaria Elimination
Assessment Team recently
concluded a rigorous three-
day inspection of the district’s
healthcare and surveillance
infrastructure.

The assessment team fea-
tured prominent experts, in-
cluding Dr. Taraka Saurabha,
a consultant with the World
Health Organization; Dr. Ga-
nesh Kamalakar Vernekar, a
State Programme Officer
from Dadra and Nagar Have-
li, Daman and Diu; Andhra
Pradesh District Medical Of-
ficer Dr. Krantikumar; and
Puducherry Medical Officer
Dr. Aishwarya Perumal.

During their visit, the ex-
perts conducted comprehen-
sive site visits across a wide
range of facilities. Their itin-
erary included inspections of
the Karwar Medical College,

the Indian Naval Service’s Pa-
tanjali facility, various private
hospitals and laboratories, the
Urban Primary Health Centre
in Karwar, and community
health centers in Ankola and
Shirali. The team also visited
Divagi village, the site of the
district's last recorded local
malaria case to review vector
control measures and directly
interview ASHA workers and
local residents about their ex-
periences and awareness.

At the conclusion of the in-
spection, the national team
expressed strong appreciation
for the district's robust health
management. They specifical-
ly commended the leadership
of District Health Officer Dr.
Sanjay Doddamani and Dis-
trict Malaria Officer Dr. Ra-
mesh Rao for maintaining an
effective monitoring frame-
work. The experts also lauded
the dedication of the grass-
roots workforce, including
ASHA workers, primary
healthcare officers, and com-
munity health staff, whose
consistent efforts have been
instrumental in keeping the
district malaria-free for over a
decade. The assessment report
will now be processed to de-
termine the district's final cer-
tification status.

VBG-RAM-G Job Card Mela launched in Rona taluk

RONA

Local leaders recently
launched a special month-long
job card campaign across 22
village councils in Rona Taluk.
Running from August 15th to
September 15th, this fresh ini-
tiative aims to secure steady
work opportunities for rural
families right at their door-
steps. Officials unveiled the
official program brochure
during a kickoff event, urging
every local worker to ensure
no qualified household gets
left behind.

During the launch, senior
executive officers emphasized
that the job card serves as a
vital key to guaranteed em-
ployment. Instead of making
villagers travel to government
offices, staff members will
walk directly through the
neighborhoods. Workers will

collect required documents,
answer questions, and register
households on the spot. Offi-
cials noted that bringing guid-
ance straight to the people
prevents confusion and saves
precious time.

The campaign specifically
targets families currently lack-
ing employment cards while
also updating existing card-
holders on fresh local work
options. By spreading clear
information locally, leaders

hope to curb the trend of vil-
lagers migrating to distant cit-
ies in search of daily labor.
Multiple local departments,
including village council
teams and community support
staff, are joining forces to
guarantee smooth teamwork
throughout the entire month.
Officials stressed that exten-
sive public announcements
will take place across every
village council. Staff members
received clear instructions to

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CAMPAIGN

Door-to-Door Outreach: Staff members have been instructed to per-
sonally visit villages, sparing residents from having to travel to govern-
ment offices. Teams will identify families lacking job cards, collect nec-

essary documents, and process registrations on the spot.

Awareness and Information: Beyond registering new applicants,
teams will educate families already holding job cards about ongoing
employment opportunities available under the scheme locally.

Inter-Departmental Coordination: Field staff from VBG-RAM-G,
Gram Panchayats, and the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)
are directed to work in close coordination to maximize reach and pub-

licity at the grassroots level.

Curbing Migration: By providing accessible local employment options
through structured planning and targeted identification, the campaign
aims to significantly reduce the necessity for rural workers to migrate
out of their villages in search of daily labor.

identify residents who need
work the most and help them
complete their registration
smoothly. Through dedicated
door-to-door visits and close
coordination, the local govern-
ment hopes to strengthen vil-

lage economies and provide
secure livelihoods for every-
one. Leaders remain confident
that this community-focused
effort will uplift numerous
households and bring lasting
stability to the region.
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Navy sailor,
family found
dead

Mumbai
A 30-year-old Indian
Navy sailor, his wife
and their two children
were found dead at
their home in Navy Na-
gar, Colaba, on August
15, Police found Puran-
mal Shambhulal Meh-
ra hanging, while his
wife Oma, 28, and their
three-year-old son and
two-month-old
daughter were found
dead on a bed. Police
suspect suicide and
possible poisoning but
said the exact cause of
death will be con-
firmed after post-mor-
tem examinations. No
suicide note was
found. An accidental
death report has been
registered. The Indian
Navy said it is assisting
police with the
investigation.

Heavy
rainfall set so hit
north TN

Tamil nadu
Heavy rain is forecast
in Chengalpattu, Kan-
chipuram, Villupuram

and Tiruvannamalai
from August 17 to 19.
The Nilgiris may also
receive heavy rain on
August 19. Lightning
and gusty winds of
40-50 kmph are ex-
pected in parts of Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry
and Karaikal. Fisher-
men have been ad-
vised against venturing
into the sea. Chinna-
kalar recorded 9 cm
and Marakanam re-
ceived 8 cm of rain.
Chennai may see light
to moderate rain with
thunderstorms on
Sunday.

Doctor, Nurse
arrested Over Forced
Abortion

Gadag

Police have arrested
seven people, including

a doctor and a nurse,

for allegedly raping a
woman and forcing her

to undergo anillegal

abortion.

The accused include
Sikandar Bepari, Shab-
bir Ahmed Langoti,
Pradeep Navalekar,
Bharat Koravar,
Sandeep Navalekar,
RMP doctor Nagaraj
Kamatar and staff
nurse Rekha Shirahatti,
Police said Sikandar
and Bharat allegedly
raped the woman sep-
arately. After she be-
came pregnant, the
accused allegedly ar-
ranged an illegal abor-
tion, all seven have
been produced before
a court. Police are
searching for others
who may have assisted
in the alleged crime.

Three CJP questions
rejected in Lok Sabha

Three sets of questions on youth protests and NEET issues were rejected in Lok
Sabha under Rule 41(2), raising concerns over parliamentary accountability

NEW DELHI

Three sets of questions on the
Cockroach Janta Party-led
youth protests were disal-
lowed during Parliament’s
Monsoon Session, citing ad-
missibility rules, CJP spokes-
person Saurav Das said.

The questions were submit-
ted by DMK MP
Matheswaran V S and sought
information on NEET-UG
2026 fee refunds, paper leaks,
student welfare, education re-
forms, protest-related issues
and the government’s re-
sponse to protesting students.

Das criticised the decision,
saying the questions were re-
jected under Rule 41(2) of the

Lok Sabha Rules, including
clauses covering clarity, opin-
ions, court matters and issues
before parliamentary commit-
tees.

Matheswaran confirmed
that the questions were disal-
lowed and said he received

“If these questions cannot be asked
in Parliament, where is the
Government accountable?”

Saurav Das, CJP

the information through the
Lok Sabha members’ portal.

Das questioned the govern-
ment’s accountability to Par-
liament and said MPs must
have the right to question
ministers on issues affecting
citizens.

He also criticised the han-
dling of youth protests and
alleged police action against
demonstrators.

The CJP-led protests began
over NEET-UG concerns, pa-
per leaks, examination re-
forms and student welfare.
The agitation later intensified
at Jantar Mantar before the
group called off its protest af-
ter the government accepted
its demands, including the
resignation of Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan.

Mamata condoles
Asish Banerjee’s death

KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress leader
and former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee expressed grief over
the death of party leader and
former Deputy Speaker Asish
Banerjee. The five-time MLA
from Rampurhat was found
hanging at a party office in
Birbhum.

Mamata described Banerjee
as a dedicated public servant
who worked for the develop-
ment of Rampurhat and main-
tained a close connection with
people in his constituency.
She said he had devoted his
life to public service and
teaching. ANY QUOTES

She also said the veteran
leader had faced repeated al-
legations and pressure in his
final days. Mamata claimed
that Banerjee was falsely ac-
cused of corruption and re-
peatedly maligned despite his
work for the people.

Mamata mourned the
veteran leader,
highlighting his public
service and alleging that
he faced false
accusations, criticism
and intense pressure
before his death

The death has triggered a
political controversy, with
TMC leaders, including
Abhishek Banerjee, accusing
the BJP and some media out-
lets of conducting smear cam-
paigns against party leaders.
The allegations have added to
the political debate surround-
ing Banerjee’s death.

Mamata said the circum-
stances had made the tragedy
more painful, particularly be-
cause of the mental and emo-
tional strain Banerjee ap-
peared to have faced. She re-
called his long political career
and contributions as an MLA
and former Deputy Speaker.

BJP slams Congress
Over Vande Mataram
controversy

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday
demanded an apology from
the Congress over an alleged
incident involving the singing
of the full version of “Vande
Mataram” at the party’s Inde-
pendence Day event.

Adhikari alleged that Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Gandhi ob-
jected to the full song being
sung at the party headquar-
ters. He called the alleged in-
cident an insult to nationalism
and Bankim Chandra Chatto-
padhyay, who wrote the na-
tional song

The Congress, however, de-
nied that there was any at-
tempt to stop the full version
of “Vande Mataram”. The
party said Gandhi was only
asking for a chair for Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge while the song was
being played.

The controversy also drew

criticism from Sumitro Chat-
terjee, a BJP MLA and direct
descendant of Bankim Chan-
dra Chattopadhyay. He al-
leged that there was discom-
fort and repeated attempts to
stop the full song. He de-
scribed the incident as a pain-
ful reminder of a historical
mistake and sought an apolo-
gy from Gandhi.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah also criticised the Con-
gress over the controversy
and demanded an apology to
the people and Bankim Chan-
dra. He said the national song
was closely linked with In-
dia’s freedom movement and
national identity.

The dispute has now turned
into a political confrontation
between the BJP and Con-
gress, with both sides defend-
ing their positions over what
happened during the Indepen-
dence Day programme. The
Congress maintains that there
was no attempt to disrespect
or stop the national song.

Modi pays
tribute to
Vajpayee

NEW DELHI

KERALA SCHOOL HOSTS
DONOR CAMP FOR ALUMNI

MALAPPURAM

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday paid tribute
to former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on his death
anniversary, remembering
him as an exceptional states-
man who devoted his life to
serving the nation.

Modi said Vajpayee had a
remarkable vision and his words
and efforts continued to inspire
generations. He also highlighted
Vajpayee’s leadership and con-
tribution to strengthening the
country.

Vajpayee, one of India’s
prominent political leaders, was
the first leader of the Bharatiya
Janata Party to become Prime
Minister. Known for his oratory
and statesmanship, he served as
Prime Minister in three terms,
including a full five-year term
from 1999 to 2004.

Born on December 25, 1924,
in Gwalior, Vajpayee remained
an influential figure in Indian
politics for decades. His political
career was marked by his role in
shaping the BJP and his ap-
proach to national governance.

Maharashtra records 29 quakes in 16 days

MUMBAI

Mabharashtra has record-
ed 29 small earthquakes
between July 30 and Au-
gust 14, with Nashik ac-
counting for most of the
tremors, according to
data reviewed by The In-
dian Express.

Of the 29 tremors, 24
were recorded in and
around Nashik, four in
Palghar and one in Nag-
pur. The earthquakes
ranged from magnitude 2
to 4.3 and occurred at
depths of about 5 to 8
km. The strongest trem-
or, measuring 4.3, was
recorded in Nashik on
?ugust 8 at a depth of 5

m

Nashik saw repeated
activity on several days.
Six tremors were record-
ed there on August 6,
while four each were re-
ported on August 8 and
August 10. Experts have
described the pattern as

an “earthquake swarm”,
in which several small
earthquakes occur in the
same area over a short
period.

Professor Deepankar
Choudhury, an earth-
quake specialist at IIT
Bombay, said the rise in
small earthquakes was
noticeable but not unusu-
al. He explained that
earthquake swarms can
continue for days, weeks
or even months and gen-
erally involve shallow
tremors.

According to Choud-
hury, the current activity
in Nashik and Palghar is
linked to “hydro-seismic-
ity”, a phenomenon often
seen during and after the
monsoon 1n parts of the
Deccan Plateau. Water
entering cracks and frac-
tures in rocks can in-
crease pressure under-
ground and trigger small
earthquakes.

Experts said the recent

FSSAI CRACKS DOWN ON LAE

Earthquakes rattle
Maharashtra

» 29 tremors recorded
across Maharashtra

» 24 tremors were in Nashik

Strongest quake mea-
sured 4.3 magnitude

» Nashik recorded six
tremors on August 6

Experts call it an earth-
quake swarm

* Monsoon water may
increase underground
pressure

tremors fit the pattern of
a local earthquake
swarm. While the activi-
ty has caused concern
among residents, special-
ists noted that such clus-
ters of small earthquakes
are not uncommon and
can occur naturally under
changing underground
conditions.

A higher secondary school in
Manjeri, Malappuram, is
hosting a stem cell donor reg-
istration camp to help its for-
mer student, Rafiya Sherin,
who is battling severe aplastic
anaemia. The 30-year-old,
now living in the UK, needs a
stem cell transplant after be-
ing diagnosed with the rare
blood disorder.

Rafiya’s friends and rela-
tives organised the camp at
HMY Higher Secondary
School, where she studied and
served as school leader. They
hope to find a matching do-
nor, as such matches are often
more likely among people
with similar ethnic back-

grounds. Around 1,500 people
from across Kerala have al-
ready registered online to at-
tend the camp.

The camp is being organ-
ised with support from the
DKMS Foundation, a global
organisation working to help
patients with blood disorders.
Representatives will collect
cheek-swab samples from
participants. The samples will
be tested to identify a suitable
stem cell match.

Rafiya’s close relatives, in-

cluding her siblings, have al-
ready provided samples for
testing. If a matching donor is
found, further procedures will
be carried out with the do-
nor’s consent to collect stem
cells from the blood.

The organisers said the
camp could help not only
Rafiya but also other patients
waiting for suitable donors.
The large response reflects
the community’s support for
the former student and high-
lights the importance of donor
registration for people suffer-
ing from serious blood-related
disorders. Finding a suitable
match can take time, making
wider participation important
for patients who urgently
need transplants.

MP Seeks
Probe After
Nanded Attack

NEW DELHI

Shiromani Akali Dal MP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal on
Sunday sought a National
Investigation Agency probe
into the alleged attack on
party chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal at a gurdwara in
Nanded, Maharashtra.

Harsimrat displayed the
weapon allegedly used in the
attack and showed photo-
graphs of Sukhbir’s stitched
forearm.

She said the attacker
aimed at his chest with a
sharp weapon, but Sukhbir
raised his hand to protect
himself, causing the blade to
pierce his arm.Calling it the
second attempt on her hus-
band’s life, Harsimrat al-
leged that the earlier attacker
in Punjab was out on bail.
She accused the AAP-ruled
Punjab government of fail-
ing to properly pursue that
case.

Harsimrat said she had
written to Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah seeking an
NIA investigation, alleging
that a wider conspiracy was
behind the attack. She de-
manded strict action against
everyone involved, including
police officers or politicians,
if found responsible.

FSSAI action makes six firms change labels

NEW DELHI

Food regulator FSSAI said
six food companies have
taken corrective action after
receiving notices for mis-
leading labels, claims and
trademarks. The companies
changed or removed claims,
packaging and products to
meet food safety rules and
protect consumers from in-
accurate information.
Livyor Ventures Pvt Ltd
withdrew the claims “veg-
an” and “healthy” from its
Livyor Roasted Edamame
Beans packaging. The com-
pany said the claims were
printed unintentionally be-

cause of a lack of awareness
about regulatory require-
ments. It apologised and
said it was revising its la-
bels. It is also destroying
old packaging carrying the
disputed claims.

FSSALI said Honest Inno-
vations for You Pvt Ltd and
Heliostone Specialities Pvt
Ltd changed their mislead-
ing trademarks. Rajasthan
Agro and General Industries
removed misleading claims
and stopped using the prod-
uct-related material men-
tioned in the notice. lota
Nanotechnology Pvt Ltd
removed misleading claims
from its label and stopped

producing non-standardised
water.

Panchamurtha Industries
Pvt Ltd removed its electro-
lyte drink from its website
after the regulator’s notice.
FSSALI said these steps fol-
lowed action against food
business operators for vio-
lations of food safety laws.
The regulator has recently
increased checks on compa-
nies making claims about
food and beverage products,
including energy drinks and
alcoholic beverages.

FSSAI said the corrective
measures were aimed at en-
suring that food labels and
product information follow

g fisal

FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

established rules.

The regulator’s action
also highlights the need for
companies to check their
packaging and marketing
claims carefully before
products reach consumers.
The companies’ responses
are expected to improve
compliance and reduce the
risk of misleading informa-
tion on food products in the
market.

AT AGLANCE

* 6 food companies took
corrective action.

» FSSAI issued notices for
misleading claims.

* Livyor removed “vegan &
healthy” from its label.

» Two companies changed
misleading trademarks.

* lota Nanotechnology
stopped non-standardised
water production.

* Panchamurtha delisted
its electrolyte drink.

Bhutan holds quake drill
with Nepal

KATHMANDU/THIMPHU

Bhutan conducted a full-scale
earthquake preparedness exer-
cise in its capital with technical
support from Nepal, testing how
authorities and emergency
teams would respond to a major
disaster.

The exercise simulated a
magnitude 7.5 earthquake in
Thimphu, creating a mass-casu-
alty situation with damaged
buildings, blocked roads and
disrupted power supplies. The
drill was designed to test emer-
gency decision-making, com-
munication and coordination
among agencies.

Bhutanese authorities created
a scenario involving the coun-
try’s largest referral hospital and
two primary healthcare centres.
The exercise examined how
hospitals would manage large

numbers of injured people while
emergency responders worked
to rescue victims and provide
medical assistance.

Nepal’s earthquake experts
provided technical support
during the simulation. Their par-
ticipation helped Bhutan assess
its existing disaster response
systems and identify areas that
may need improvement before a
real earthquake occurs.

The exercise also exposed
gaps in emergency equipment
and resource mobilisation. Au-
thorities used the drill to assess
how quickly essential resources
could be arranged and how dif-
ferent agencies could work to-
gether during a crisis. The sim-
ulation highlighted the impor-
tance of preparedness, commu-
nication and coordinated action
in reducing the impact of major
earthquakes.

Teachers rally against
mega DSC allegations

VIJAYAWADA

Around 5,000 newly recruited
teachers held a rally in Vijay-
aBOX POINTERS 6

wada on Sunday to reject
allegations of irregularities in
Andhra Pradesh’s Mega DSC-
2025 recruitment for 16,347
teaching posts.

Teachers from the erstwhile
West Godavari, Krishna and
Prakasam districts marched
from Indira Gandhi Municipal
Stadium to Ambedkar Smriti
Vanam.

They said the allegations
were hurting their self-respect
and demanded that the YSR
Congress Party stop what they
called a baseless campaign
against the recruitment pro-
cess.

The teachers said they were
selected on merit after com-
pleting the recruitment pro-
cess and working hard for the
posts. Similar protests by re-
cruited teachers have also
been held in Kurnool, Tirupa-
ti and other districts. At
Ambedkar Smriti Vanam, the

¢ protesters submitted a repre-

sentation at the Ambedkar
statue.

The recruitment has faced
allegations concerning the ex-
amination, merit lists, certifi-
cate verification, horizontal
reservation and sports quota.
The YSRCP has demanded a
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion probe and the resignation
of Education Minister Nara
Lokesh. As many as 335 cases
have been filed in courts over
different aspects of the re-
cruitment, including 69 relat-
ed to the sports quota, while
three cases are before the Su-
preme Court.

The School Education De-
partment has rejected the alle-
gations, saying the recruit-
ment followed a technolo-
gy-driven and rule-based
process. It said several com-
plaints were related to indi-
vidual grievances and differ-
ences over the revised hori-
zontal reservation method.
Meanwhile, the controversy
continues as recruited teach-
ers defend the process and
opposition parties seek further
investigation.




CITYSHILIGHTS

MANGALURU

MONDAY » AUGUST 17, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

laddus make two
studentsill

Madhya Pradesh
Two schoolchildren fell
ill after allegedly eating
worm-infested laddus
distributed during an In-
dependence Day event

at a school in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh. An
eight-year-old girl spot-
ted worms in her sweet,
prompting villagers to
stop distribution. Police
and Food Department
officials seized the re-
maining laddus and col-
lected samples for test-
ing. The shop supplying
the sweets was sealed,
and authorities
launched an investiga-
tion. The incident oc-
curred at a middle
school in Songuradia
village, where the lad-
dus were distributed
during Independence
Day celebrations.

CJPVolunteer’s
Father Dies After
Assault

Kolkata
A CJP volunteer’s father,
Sk Muhammad Mafik,
died at Burdwan Medi-
cal College and Hospital
after an alleged assault
in West Bengal's Banku-
ra district. His son, Shaik
Abdul Hafeez, accused
BJP workers of attack-
ing them. CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke demand-
ed arrests, while BJP
leader Suvendu Adhikari
said three people had
been held. The alleged
assault followed Ha-
feez’s concerns about
the condition of a gov-
ernment primary school
during the CJP’s ‘School
Thik Karo’ campaign.

SixHeldin
Tripura Minor
Rape Case

AGARTALA
Tripura Police arrested
two men and detained

four minors for allegedly
gang-raping a girl aged
above 16 in Gomati dis-
trict, officials said on
Sunday.

Police said the incident
took place on August 1
when the girl was re-
turning home alone af-
ter her two friends had
left. The accused alleg-
edly forced herinto a
forest area, where she
was sexually assaulted,
The girl’s family filed a
complaint on August 14,
following which police
registered a case and
took action against the
suspects, he two adult
accused were sent to
judicial custody for 14
days, while the four mi-
nors, aged between 16
and 17, were sent to a ju-
venile home, Police said
the investigation is un-
derway to establish the
full circumstances of
the incident.

Udhayanidhi denies remark

over Trisha’s controversy

Udhayanidhi Stalin denied making any objectionable remark about actor Trisha,
saying his comment during a farmers’ protest was only about Cauvery water

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Leader of Op-
position Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin has denied making any
double-meaning remark
about actor Trisha, recall-
ing his brief arrest and
questioning over the con-
troversy.

Speaking at a DMK
event, Udhayanidhi said he
had only remarked that
“water should flow in the
Cauvery” while addressing
a farmers’ protest in Than-
javur. He maintained that
he neither named Trisha
nor made any objectionable
reference to her.

The remark triggered

“l only said that water should flow
into the Cauvery. Nothing else
crossed my mind.”

- Udhayanidhi Stalin, LoP

controversy after it was in-
terpreted as a reference to
the actor. Udhayanidhi re-

called that on August 2,
Tamil Nadu Police arrived
at his Chennai residence
and took him to Thanjavur
for questioning.

He said he initially be-
lieved the police had come
because of his criticism of
the government during the
protest.

Udhayanidhi said he had
called the Chief Minister a
“dummy Chief Minister”
and criticised the govern-
ment over its handling of
farmers’ issues.

He again rejected the al-
legation about the Trisha
remark, saying, “I only
said that water should flow
into the Cauvery. Nothing

else crossed my mind.”

Udhayanidhi also criti-
cised the Vijay-led TVK
government, accusing it of
arresting people over mi-
nor issues and calling its
functioning authoritarian.
He further mocked the par-
ty’s MLAs and claimed
that many people were un-
familiar with their names
and ministerial portfolios.

The controversy remains
a political flashpoint in
Tamil Nadu, with Ud-
hayanidhi continuing to
defend his statement while
attacking the ruling TVK
government over what he
described as excessive use
of police action.

ODISHA GIVES MISHRA
TEMPORARY POLICE CHARGE

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha has given additional
charge of Director General of
Police (DGP) to senior IPS
officer Vinaytosh Mishra as
the state faces a delay in ap-
pointing a full-time police
chief. Mishra will take charge
on August 16, a day after in-
cumbent DGP YB Khurania
retires.

Mishra, a 1993-batch IPS
officer, is currently serving as
Director General of the Crime
Branch and Criminal Investi-
gation Department. He will
lead the state police until a
permanent DGP is appointed.
Mishra, who is from Bihar, is
also due to retire in Novem-

ber, leaving him with less
than three months of service.

The temporary arrangement
comes as the Supreme Court
considers a Public Interest
Litigation challenging Odis-
ha’s process for selecting its
next DGP. The petition al-
leges that the state did not
follow the procedure set by
the Supreme Court in its land-
mark Prakash Singh versus
Union of India judgment on
police reforms and DGP ap-
pointments.

The Union Public Service
Commission was expected to
meet on Thursday to prepare
a panel of three officers for
the post. However, the meet-
ing was deferred after the Su-

preme Court was informed
about the ongoing case. The
UPSC has assured the court
that it will not hold the meet-
ing before August 18, when
the matter is scheduled for
consideration.

Senior advocate P Chidam-
baram, appearing for the peti-
tioner, told a Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant that an officer had
been promoted and was being
included in the panel sent to
the UPSC.

A state officer said the gov-
ernment hopes the Supreme
Court will issue directions,
allowing selection process to
move forward and a DGP to
be appointed.

Vande Bharat
prepares for its
global ride

NEW DELHI

RITES Limited is exploring
the export of Vande Bharat
trains to overseas markets by
developing a version based on
the standard-gauge railway
platform. The move could
help India offer its semi-high-
speed train technology to
countries that use stan-
dard-gauge tracks.

RITES CMD Rahul Mithal
said the company has started
discussions with Indian Rail-
ways to develop a stan-
dard-gauge prototype. He said
talks have also begun with
some countries that have
shown interest in the trains.
The company expects work on
the first prototype to gain pace
in the coming months.

Vande Bharat trains current-
ly operate on India’s broad-
gauge railway network, where
the distance between the two
rails is 1,676 mm. Standard
gauge, widely used in many
countries, has a rail distance of
1,435 mm. Adapting the train
to this gauge could make it
easier to offer the technology
in overseas rail markets.

Since its launch in 2019,
Vande Bharat services have
carried more than 9 crore pas-
sengers. At present, 81 pairs of
Chair Car Vande Bharat ser-
vices are operating across the
Indian Railways network.

Congress leader, son

KOLKATA

Congress leader Anisur
Rahman and his 24-year-
old son Abu Sufian were
shot at and hacked to death
by unidentified attackers
near their home in Nadia
district on Saturday eve-
ning.

The incident took place
near the Bethuadahari rail-
way crossing, around 200
metres from their resi-
dence, while the two were
travelling in a car.

Rahman was a member
of the Pradesh Congress
Committee and General
Secretary of the Nadia Dis-
trict Congress Committee.
His son Sufian was study-
ing law and, according to
relatives, planned to travel
to London for higher stud-
ies.

The attack left their car
badly damaged, with bullet
marks on the windscreen,
smashed windows and
damage to the bonnet.

The bodies were taken to
Nakashipara hospital for
post-mortem examinations.
A relative said Rahman had
worked for people for
many years and suspected
political enmity behind the
attack. The family also
stressed that Sufian was not
involved in politics and de-
manded justice for both
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killed in Nadia attack

victims.

Police have arrested Fate-
ma Bibi, head of Harnagar
Gram Panchayat, and an-
other Trinamool Congress
worker in connection with
the case.

The arrests followed alle-
gations by Rahman’s fami-
ly that Bibi was linked to
the killings. Police are ex-
amining CCTV footage
from the area to identify
and trace the attackers.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari said the police
had informed him that
jailed accused Jabbar
Shiekh was responsible for
the murders and that his
wife, a TMC panchayat
head, had been arrested.
Panchayat Minister Dilip
Ghosh and TMC MLA
Kunal Ghosh condemned
the killings and called for
an investigation.

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury de-
manded an impartial probe
and strict punishment for
those responsible while the
investigation remains un-
derway.

Telangana Plans
3200-Crore E-Auto

Scheme
TELANGANA

Telangana government
has proposed a 3200-
crore scheme to convert
18,766 diesel and petrol
autorickshaws in the
Core Urban Region
Economy into electric ve-
hicles.

Owners can receive as-
sistance of up to 21.50
lakh for retrofitting with
approved kits or purchas-
ing electric autos.

The scheme aims to re-
duce fuel costs and emis-
sions.

India to host
BRICS meeting

NEW DELHI

India will h4ost meetings of
the BRICS Environment
Working Group in New Delhi
on August 17 and 18, with se-
nior officials and environment
ministers expected to discuss
ways to improve cooperation
on climate and environmental
issues.

The meetings will be held
at Bharat Mandapam under
India’s BRICS chairship
theme, “Building for Resil-
ience, Innovation, Coopera-
tion and Sustainability”. On
August 17, senior officials
will meet to discuss the prior-
ities of the Environment
Working Group and the Con-
tact Group on Climate
Change and Sustainable De-
velopment. The 12th BRICS
Environment Ministers” Meet-
ing will be held on August 18
and will be chaired by Union
Environment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav.

The Environment Working
Group was formed in 2015 at
the first BRICS Environment
Ministers’ Meeting in Mos-
cow. It works to address com-
mon environmental concerns,
share experiences and pro-
mote practical solutions
among member countries.
The Contact Group on Cli-
mate Change and Sustainable
Development was set up in
2024 to strengthen coopera-
tion on climate-related mat-
ters.

India has selected four key
areas for discussions during
its 2026 BRICS chairship.
These are promoting sustain-
able lifestyles, afforestation
and forest fire management,
circular economy and adapta-
tion to climate change.

India will host BRICS
environment meetings in
New Delhi, bringing
senior officials and
ministers together to
strengthen cooperation
on climate change and
sustainable development

MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS

*Aug 18: BRICS Envi-
ronment Ministers’
Meeting.

*Chair: Bhupender Yadav.

*Focus: Climate change
and sustainability.

*Key areas: Forests, circular
economy, climate adaptation.

*Goal: Stronger environ-
mental cooperation.

The meetings will also fo-
cus on disaster resilience and
sustainable development.

The environment ministry
said India has already started
discussions through virtual
meetings, technical sessions,
webinars and dialogues held
between March and July.
These included talks on re-
source efficiency, circular
economy, carbon markets,
land degradation, desertifica-
tion, drought and wildfire
management.

The upcoming meetings are
expected to build on these
discussions and help BRICS
countries work together on
environmental challenges and
find practical ways to support
a greener future for all
together.

DEAD LIZARD IN CAKE LEAVES
11 ILL IN MAHARASHTRA

PALGHAR

Eleven people, including sev-
en children, fell ill after eating
a birthday cake that allegedly
contained a dead lizard at a
celebration in Nalasopara,
Maharashtra, police said on
Sunday.

The incident took place on
Saturday evening in the Taki-
pada area, where residents
had gathered to celebrate the
birthday of a 25-year-old
woman. After eating the cake,
several children complained
of a burning sensation in their
chests and began vomiting.
They were taken to a nearby
hospital for treatment.

Police said the children lat-
er reported finding a dead liz-
ard inside the cake. Seven
children were hospitalised,
with three reported to be in

critical condition and admit-
ted to the intensive care unit.
The condition of the other
children was said to be stable.

A team from Tulinj Police
visited the hospital and seized
cake samples for testing. Of-
ficials said the exact cause of
the illness had not yet been
confirmed. The Food and
Drug Administration was
alerted and later inspected the
bakery from where the cake

had been purchased.

The FDA subsequently
raided the bakery and can-
celled its licence, according to
officials aware of the action.
Authorities are investigating
how the cake was prepared
and supplied. The cake sam-
ples will be tested to deter-
mine whether contamination
caused the illness, while offi-
cials continue to examine the
bakery's food safety practices.

UP plans 10,000 youths for cow protection

LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment plans to train around
10,000 Go Mitras across vil-
lages to involve young peo-
ple, especially Gen Z, in its
cow protection programme.
The initiative aims to expand
cow protection beyond shelter
management and connect it
with animal care, natural
farming, rural livelihoods and
employment.

The Uttar Pradesh Go Seva

Commission will first train
master trainers, who will then
train people at the village lev-
el. Commission chairman
Shyam Bihari Gupta said
preference would be given to
those already interested in
cow protection and animal
service.

The programme will also
seek to make children and
young people aware of indig-
enous cattle breeds and the
importance of cattle in rural
areas.

Officials said the wider
plan links cow protection with
natural farming, women’s
self-help groups, green energy
and rural employment. Vil-
lage campaigns will explain
the environmental and eco-
nomic benefits of cattle care
while encouraging young
people to participate in related
activities.

Uttar Pradesh currently has
more than 7,500 cow shelters,
which house over 12 lakh
stray cattle.

FDA SUSPENDS PARLE AGRO’S LICENCE

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Food and
Drug Administration
(FDA) has suspended the
licence of Parle Agro after
finding expired stocks of
Frooti, Appy and Apple
Fizz at a godown in Chem-
bur.

The FDA seized expired
products worth 399,970
from the Velocity Express
Warehouse near Chembur
Naka during its ongoing
food safety inspection
drive. The action is part of
a wider campaign targeting
food businesses across the
state.

As of August 13, the
FDA had inspected 109 ho-
tels, restaurants and dha-
bas, issuing 49 improve-
ment notices and suspend-
ing four food-business li-
cences. The department has
also been checking baker-

ies, online food platforms
and other food outlets for
safety and hygiene viola-
tions.

The agency recently
found several hygiene
problems at food establish-
ments. At Bollywood Cafe

Ataglance
 Expired Frooti, Appy found.

399,970 worth stock seized.

* Parle Agro licence suspended.

* 109 food outlets inspected.

* 49 improvement notices issued.

in Film City, Goregaon
East, officials reported
dirty cooking utensils, fly
infestation, wastewater and
food residue in the kitchen.
During inspections of
quick-commerce food de-
livery outlets, officials also
found cockroaches, expired

chicken, rotten vegetables,
rodent droppings and food
packets stored directly on
dirty floors.

The inspections are being
carried out under Maha-
rashtra FDA chief Tukaram
Mundhe as part of efforts
to improve food safety
standards.

The department is con-
tinuing checks across
restaurants, hotels, dhabas,
bakeries and other food
businesses. The action
against Parle Agro comes
as authorities step up mon-
itoring to prevent expired
and unsafe food products
from reaching consumers.

NTA to reconduct UGC-NET exams

NEW DELHI

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) will reconduct the
UGC-NET examinations for
English, Sociology and Com-
merce following complaints
about errors in the question
papers, a senior NTA official
said.

The decision was taken af-
ter the agency received sever-
al complaints from candidates
regarding mistakes in the
question papers. Following
the complaints, the NTA
formed a committee to exam-
ine the reported errors and
review the papers.

The committee looked into
the concerns raised about the
examinations before the agen-

cy decided to hold the tests
again for the three subjects.

The UGC-NET is conduct-
ed to determine the eligibility
of candidates for assistant
professor positions and the
award of Junior Research Fel-
lowship in Indian universities
and colleges.

The NTA is expected to an-
nounce further details about
the schedule and other ar-
rangements for the re-exam-
ination. Candidates who ap-
peared for the affected sub-
jects will have to follow the
agency’s official instructions
regarding the new examina-
tion. The decision to recon-
duct the exams come after
concerns over the accuracy of
the question papers.
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India boosts
Seychelles coast guard
readiness

Victoria
India has handed over spe-
cialised calibrated tools,
repaired electronic units
and safety equipment to
Seychelles, strengthening
defence and maritime co-
operation. Three repaired
Dornier electronic units, 18
sets of aircraft tools, 50
safety helmets and sea-
manship ropes were pro-
vided to the Seychelles
Defence Force. The equip-
ment was repaired or cali-
brated at Indian naval fa-
cilities free of cost. The
tools will support faster re-
pairs and in-house testing
of Dornier aircraft used for
maritime surveillance,
casualty evacuation and
search-and-rescue opera-
tions. The safety gear will
also improve Coast Guard
personnel safety and oper-
ational readiness. Earlier,
India handed over five
boats to strengthen sea-
manship skills.

Iran works
continuously to
counter cyber attacks

Tehran
Iran is facing continuous
cyberattacks amid ongo-
ing conflicts, Information
and Communications
Technology Minister Sattar
Hashemi said on Sunday.
He said Iranian teams
were working around the
clock to protect the coun-
try’s digital systems and
services. Hashemi said the
attacks were becoming in-
creasingly complex, but
Iran’s previous experience
had helped authorities re-
spond effectively and pre-
vent major disruptions.
Meanwhile, Iran and Oman
have agreed on shipping
routes through the Strait
of Hormuz, although tech-
nical discussions on a
broader arrangement re-
main underway. Officials
said a proposed frame-
work aims to ensure safe
vessel passage while pro-
tecting the sovereignty
and rights of both
countries.

12 killed,
10injuredin polish
bus crash

Budapest
At least 12 people were
killed and 10 others injured
after a Polish passenger
bus overturned on a mo-
torway in eastern Hungary
early Sunday, authorities
said. The bus reportedly
ran off the road and
tipped into a ditch near
Mezokeresztes while trav-
elling towards Nyiregy-
haza. Emergency services
rushed to the accident site
and attended to the in-
jured passengers. Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Peter
Magyar confirmed the
deaths in a Facebook
post. Police said investiga-
tions were underway to
determine the exact cause
of the crash. The incident
occurred during the early
hours, when the bus was
travelling along the mo-
torway between Mezok-
eresztes and Me-
zonagymihaly.

Pact raises Pak investment hopes

WHILE FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON DEFENCE AND SECURITY, THE COUNTRY
INCREASINGLY HOPES THE AGREEMENT WILL ALSO BRING ECONOMIC BENEFITS

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan is witnessing re-
newed optimism over the
Makkah Joint Defence Agree-
ment, with expectations that
the pact could attract foreign
investment, increase Saudi
financial assistance, provide
oil on deferred payments and
create more employment op-
portunities for Pakistanis in
Gulf countries, according to a
report.

The agreement, involving
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Turkey, came into force on
August 7. Under the pact, an
armed attack against any one
of the three countries will be
regarded as an attack against
all three. While the agreement
is primarily focused on de-
fence and security, hopes in
Pakistan have increasingly
expanded towards potential
economic benefits.

These expectations have
been compared with the en-
thusiasm surrounding the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, launched in 2015
and widely described at the
time as a potential game

changer for Pakistan’s econ-
omy. However, more than a
decade later, the country con-
tinues to face debt pressures,
weak exports, low productiv-
ity and recurring bal-
ance-of-payments problems.

An opinion article in Paki-
stan’s Dawn argued that the
country has repeatedly
placed hopes in external part-
nerships to overcome its eco-
nomic difficulties.

It suggested that while
strategic agreements and for-
eign investment can provide
support, they cannot replace
domestic reforms needed to
address structural weakness-
es.

The report noted that Paki-
stan remains dependent on
IMF programmes, financial

What's Makkah
Pact

The Makkah Pact,
officially known as the
Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement (MJDA), is

a trilateral collective
defense pact signed
on August 7,2026, in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia,
by Saudi Arabia, TUrki-
ye, and Pakistan. The
agreement states that
an armed attack against
any one of the three
member nations will be
regarded as an attack
against all of them.

deposits, loan rollovers and
assistance from friendly
countries, including China
and Saudi Arabia. This de-
pendence has strengthened
the perception that external
support is essential for eco-
nomic stability.

The latest defence pact
could improve Pakistan’s
strategic position and deepen

Trilateral deal sparks economic hopes

» Defense agreement: Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and
Turkey implemented a trilateral defense pact on August
7, establishing a collective-defense clause where an
attack on one is considered an attack on all three.

+ Economic expectations: Public and political discussions
in Pakistan have drawn parallels to the initial optimism sur-
rounding the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

* Persistent economic challenges: Analysts caution that
the agreement should not replace domestic reforms, as
Pakistan continues to struggle with heavy debt, weak ex-
ports, low productivity, and balance-of-payments issues.

* Reliance on external aid: The country remains heavily
dependent on IMF programs, loan rollovers, and financial
support from friendly nations such as China and Saudi Arabia.

» Strategic outlook: While the defense pact strengthens
regional ties and Pakistan's strategic standing, experts
emphasize that sustainable growth requires domestic in-
stitutional reforms rather than external partnerships alone.

ties with important regional
partners. However, the anal-
ysis cautioned against view-
ing it as a substitute for eco-
nomic reforms, stronger in-
stitutions and sustainable
domestic growth.

It argued that long-term
prosperity would require im-
provements in governance,

productivity, exports, politi-
cal stability, peace, rule of
law and democratic institu-
tions. The report concluded
that Pakistan’s future eco-
nomic transformation will
ultimately depend on what it
achieves domestically rather
than on expectations of ex-
ternal rescue.

Israeli airstrike kills senior
Hezbollah commander

JERUSALEM

An Israeli airstrike killed a
senior Hezbollah commander
in southern Lebanon, the Is-
raeli military said on Sunday,
as tensions continued to rise
despite a ceasefire reached in
2024. Lebanese state media
reported that at least four peo-
ple were killed and five others
injured in the strike.

The Israeli military identi-
fied the commander as Abu
Hassan Alaa, a senior figure
in Hezbollah’s Badr regional
division. It said he was killed
late Saturday in an airstrike
on Deir al-Zahrani. Israel de-
scribed the operation as a re-
sponse to an earlier Hezbollah
drone attack targeting Israeli
troops in southern Lebanon,
which injured three soldiers.

Lebanon’s National News
Agency reported that Israeli
warplanes struck a two-storey
building in Deir al-Zahrani.
The attack came after another
deadly Israeli operation in the
southern village of Ansar,
where seven people were re-

portedly killed in heavy air-
strikes on Saturday.

The Israeli military also
said it had killed Ali Samir
Al-Haj Hassan, described as a
battalion commander in Hez-
bollah’s elite Radwan Force.
According to the IDF, he was
targeted at a Hezbollah head-
quarters in Ansar after an at-
tack against Israeli forces op-
erating in what Israel calls a
security zone.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tions Interim Force in Leba-
non (UNIFIL) stressed the
importance of maintaining an
international presence in
southern Lebanon. UNIFIL
spokesperson Kandice Ardiel
said peacekeepers continue to
support implementation of
UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 1701, which she de-
scribed as a foundation for
stability in the region.

Ardiel said UNIFIL was
also supporting efforts to
strengthen the Lebanese army
and expand state authority
across southern Lebanon amid
continuing security concerns.

Iran executes man over
involvement in winter stir

TEHRAN

Iran has executed a man con-
victed of deliberately running
over police officers during
protests in January, the coun-
try’s judiciary said on Sunday:.

The Supreme Court had up-
held the death sentence before
it was carried out early on
Sunday.

According to the judiciary,
the man was convicted in
connection with an incident
during the protests in which a
vehicle was used to strike po-
lice personnel. Authorities
treated the case as a serious
security offence and pursued
the death penalty through the
courts.

The execution comes amid
continued scrutiny of Iran’s
handling of protests and cases
involving demonstrators and
security forces. Iranian au-
thorities have repeatedly said
that attacks against police and
other security personnel
would be dealt with firmly

under the country’s laws.

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to uphold the sentence
cleared the way for the execu-
tion. The judiciary said the
punishment was subsequently
carried out, bringing the legal
proceedings to an end.

Iran has faced international
criticism over its use of capi-
tal punishment, particularly in
cases linked to political unrest
and protests. Rights groups
have frequently called for
greater transparency in judi-
cial proceedings and urged
authorities to ensure defen-
dants receive fair trials.

The January protests and
the government’s response
have remained a sensitive is-
sue inside Iran. Authorities
have maintained that main-
taining public order and pro-
tecting security personnel are
essential, while critics have
raised concerns over the se-
verity of punishments im-
posed in protest-related cases.

The latest execution is ex-

Formal legal phrasing

 This revision main-
tains a formal, authoritative
register suited for legal re-
porting, investigative jour-
nalism, or official docu-
mentation.

* Replacing "serious se-
curity offence" with "grave
security breach" and "pur-

sued" with "aggressively
sought" heightens the legal
weight and dramatic tension
of the sentence.

* Best used in news ar-
ticles, documentary
scripts, or formal reports
detailing judicial or legal
proceedings.

pected to draw renewed atten-
tion to Iran’s judicial response
to unrest and its continued use
of the death penalty in cases
involving alleged violence
against security forces.

Nepali Cong rift
deepens over
Deuba leadership

KATHMANDU

The internal conflict within
Nepal’s Nepali Congress has
intensified after a dissident
faction backed former Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
to lead preparations for the
party’s 15th General Conven-
tion, raising concerns about a
possible formal split.

The faction, which did not
participate in the controver-
sial Special General Conven-
tion held in January, decided
during a three-day national
gathering from August 14 to
16 to organise the next Gener-
al Convention under Deuba’s
leadership. The January con-
vention had elected Gagan
Thapa as party president, re-
placing Deuba.

The leadership change was
expected to help the Nepali
Congress regain public support
after a youth-led uprising last
year. However, the party suf-
fered a major electoral setback,
with the relatively new Rastriya
Swatantra Party winning nearly
a two-thirds majority in the
March 5 elections. The poor
result has increased criticism of
the Thapa-led leadership.

The dispute has also entered
the legal arena. Nepal’s Su-
preme Court in April rec-
ognised the Thapa faction as
the official Nepali Congress
and upheld the Election Com-
mission’s recognition of its
committee. The Deuba faction
challenged the decision, and the
Supreme Court registered its
review petition on July 22, re-
opening questions over the par-
ty’s leadership dispute.

The dissident gathering de-
cided that regular activities
would be coordinated by its
coordinator under Deuba’s di-
rection. Former party General
Secretary Shashank Koirala
was chosen to coordinate the
faction’s future programmes.
Deuba attended both the open-
ing and closing sessions after
returning to Nepal following
five months abroad.

The gathering also called
for dialogue with democratic
and national forces to address
the country’s political chal-
lenges. It supported constitu-
tional amendments through
dialogue and established pro-
cedures.

The faction further backed
the protection of Nepal’s Hin-
du, Buddhist, Kirat and indig-
enous traditions while sup-
porting religious tolerance,
social harmony and freedom
of religion.

KHUZDAR REMAINS UNDER
LOCKDOWN AMID TENSIONS

QUETTA

Khuzdar in Pakistan’s Ba-
lochistan province contin-
ued to remain under lock-
down on Sunday amid
heightened security con-
cerns and tensions in the
region. Authorities have
maintained restrictions as
the situation remains close-
ly monitored.

The ongoing lockdown
has affected normal activi-
ty in the city, with resi-
dents facing difficulties in
movement and access to
daily services. Security
measures have been
strengthened in sensitive
areas as authorities seek to
prevent any further escala-
tion.

Khuzdar is located in
central Balochistan and has
witnessed security-related
incidents in the past. The
latest restrictions have add-
ed to concerns among resi-
dents and businesses, who
are waiting for normal con-
ditions to return.

Officials are continuing
to assess the situation
while security personnel
remain deployed in the
areca. The restrictions are
expected to remain in place

until authorities determine
that conditions have im-
proved sufficiently.

The continued lockdown
highlights the security
challenges facing parts of
Balochistan, where ten-
sions and incidents have
periodically disrupted ci-
vilian life. Local residents
have called for stability
and a return to normal
movement and economic
activity.

Authorities have not in-
dicated when the restric-
tions will be fully lifted.
The situation in Khuzdar
remains under close watch
as security agencies contin-
ue their operations and
monitor developments
across the district.

Spanish F-18 shoots down
drone over Romania

BUCHAREST

A Spanish F-18 fighter jet
shot down an unidentified
drone after it entered Roma-
nian airspace, Romania’s De-
fence Ministry said on Sunday,
highlighting continuing security
concerns along the country’s bor-
der.

The Spanish aircraft was oper-
ating as part of NATO’s enhanced
air-policing mission in Romania
when it was deployed to respond
to the airspace violation. The
fighter intercepted the drone after
authorities detected its presence
over Romanian territory.

The incident comes amid
heightened vigilance across NA-
TO’s eastern flank, particularly in
countries bordering Ukraine. Ro-
mania has repeatedly reported
incidents involving drones and
debris linked to. the war in neigh-
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S. Korea fires warning shots after border incursion

SEOUL

South Korea’s military fired
warning shots after North Ko-
rean soldiers crossed the mil-
itary demarcation line be-
tween the two countries, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff said on
Sunday, prompting the sol-
diers to return to the North.
The incident occurred re-
cently along the Eastern
Front, although South Korean
authorities did not disclose
the exact date. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff said the warn-
ing shots were fired in accor-
dance with established opera-
tional procedures after North
Korean forces crossed the

b

demarcation line.

South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency had earlier reported
the incident, citing an un-
named source. It said the
North Korean soldiers were
likely conducting a patrol
when they crossed the line.

The incident is reportedly the
first known violation of the
military demarcation line by
North Korean troops this year.

South Korea’s military said
it was closely monitoring
movements by North Korean
forces and maintaining a

strong readiness posture. The
latest incident comes amid
continued military tensions
between the two Koreas,
which remain technically at
war.

North Korean authorities
had not immediately respond-
ed to requests for comment.
The North Korean embassy in
Singapore also did not pro-
vide an immediate response.

According to Yonhap,
North Korean troops crossed
the military demarcation line
17 times last year. Such inci-
dents can quickly raise ten-
sions along the heavily forti-
fied border, where both sides
maintain substantial military

forces.

The military demarcation
line forms part of the bound-
ary within the Demilitarised
Zone established under the
1953 armistice that ended ac-
tive fighting in the Korean
War. However, the two coun-
tries never signed a formal
peace treaty.

South Korean authorities
said their forces would con-
tinue monitoring the border
closely while maintaining
military preparedness. The
latest incident ended without
reported casualties after the
North Korean soldiers re-
turned across the line follow-
ing the warning shots.

creased air-defence measures and
allied patrols.

The Spanish F-18 is among
allied aircraft supporting Roma-
nia’s air-policing activities.
NATO members have increased
cooperation in the region to
strengthen surveillance and pro-
tect the airspace of member
states.

Romanian authorities are ex-
pected to investigate the origin
and circumstances surrounding
the drone’s entry into national
airspace. Officials have contin-
ued to monitor the situation
closely as military activity in the
wider region creates potential
risks of airspace violations.

The incident underscores the
importance of NATO’s air-polic-
ing operations in eastern Europe,
where allied aircraft remain on
standby to respond rapidly to un-
identified or potentially hostile
aerial objects.

IN THE COURT OF THE 1st ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

Crl Misc No. 12/2026
PETITIONERS: Sri.M.Nagarajaiah, S/o Late
Mutthahanumaiah, Aged about 56 years, Rlat.
Thaneeranahalli Village, Doddabelavnagala Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk Bergaluru rural Distrint VIS
RESPONDENT: The Tahasildar, Doddaballapura
Taluk, Doddaballapura.

PAPER PUBLICATION
The petitioners have filed this petition for grant of
death certificate of father of the petitioners by name
Sri. MUTTHAHANUMAIAH Sfo late ERANAGAIAH,
who died on 06.05.2001, at Thaneeranahalli Village,
Doddabelavangala Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bangalore
Rural District.
Whom s ever if any person who are related or interested
or dispute date of death of Sri. Mutthahanumaiah may
hereby appear in the above said court in person or through
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material
question raising in the petition on the day of 16.09.2026
at 11 AM in said court. Take notice that in default of your
appearance on the date before mentioned, it will be heard
and determined ex- parte.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on this the
12th day of August 2026.

By order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer,1st Addl., Civil Judge and

JMFC at Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioners: Sri.Suresh Kumar.N Advocate
Prakruthi Law Associates, Doddaball

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
& J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA
C. MIS.N0.423/2026
BETWEEN: 1. Sri. NARAYANAAPPA M. NY Sjo
Late. Munishamappa, Aged about 75 years. Rlat:
Tapasihalli Village, Thubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura
Taluk, Bengaluru Rural Dictrict - 561203. 2. Smt.
AKKAYAMMA, W/o Late Mariyanna @ Mariyappa, Aged
about 66 years, Rlat: Tapasihalli Village, Thubagere Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural Dictrict - 561203.
3. Smt. JAYAMMA, D/o Late. Munishamappa, Aged
about 63 years, Rlat: Kuntanahalli Village, Aralumallige
Post, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural Dictrict -
561203. 4. Smt. BHAGYAMMA, W/o Patelappa, Djo
Late. Munishamappa, Aged about 71 years, Rlat: #48,
Kuntanahalli Village, Aralumallige Post, Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE 1st ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE & J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA
C. MIS.N0.422/2026
BETWEEN:- 1. Smt. MUNIYAMMA, Do Late
Byanna, W/o Ramaiah, Aged about 74 years, Rlat:
#12, Nagadasanahalli Village, Rajanukunte Post,

Bengaluru North Taluk, Bengaluru North District -
. PETITIONERS
AND: The Tahsildar, Dnddahallapura Taluk Office,
Doddaballapura. .. RESPONDENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioner has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth
and Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the
respondent authority to issue death certificate
of BYANNA Sjo late Kempanna, who was died
on 01/10/1975 in her native house at Tapasihalli
Village, Thubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District and the Hon’ble court
has posted for the above petition on 21/09/2026
for hearing of the petition. If any person/s desire
to oppose the said petition or claim or interest shall
appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by
pleader duly interested at 11.00AM failing which
the said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given Under my hand seal of this Court today i.e.,
on 14/08/2026.
By Order of the Court
Shiresthedhar
Pr. Civil Judge & JMFC Doddaballapur
Amarnath M, Advocate, Sree. Gururaghavendra
Law Chamber, Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross,
Crop Court Complex, Doddaballapura

Taluk B Rural Dictrict - 561203.
..PETITIONERS

ANI] The Tahsildar, Doddaballapura Taluk Uffme
Doddaballapura - 561 203 RESPONDENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the respondent
authority to issue death certificate of MUNISHAMAPPA
Slo late kempanna, who was died on 10/08/1970 in his
native house at Tapasihalli Village, Thubagere Hobali,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District and
the Hon'ble court has posted for the above petition on
21/09/2026 for hearing of the petition. If any person/s
desire to oppose the said petition or claim or interest shall
appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by pleader
duly interested at 11.00AM failing which the said petition
will be disposed on enguiry.
Given Under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on
14-08-2026.
By Order of the Court
Shiresthedhar Addl. Civil Judge & J.M.F.C Court,
Doddaballapura
Amarnath M, Advocate, Sree. Gururaghavendra Law
Chamber, Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross, Opp. Court
Complex, Doddaballapura.
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QUICK READ

German firms cut US
investment to
3-year low

BERLIN
German companies
slashed investments in the
United States to a three-
year low in the first half of
2026, as Trump adminis-
tration policies fed uncer-
tainty between the trans-
atlantic trading partners.
First-half direct invest-
ments plunged by nearly
two-thirds year-on-year to
€4.3 billion ($5 billion), the
lowest level since 2023,
according to calculations
by the German Economic
Institute. Compared with
the same period in 2024,
that represents a drop of
nearly 80%, said the re-
port, which is based on
data from Germany’s cen-
tral bank. This continues
the downward trend that
has been evident since the
start of Donald Trump’s
second term in January
2025.

Europe heatwaves
expose insurance gap
as biz losses mount

LONDON
For more than a centu-
ry, cafes in the Italian
city of Padua have wel-
comed customers for
an early evening drink,
or aperitivo, encourag-
ing them to sit outside
and socialise before
dinner. As Europe bakes
under its fifth heatwave
of the year, the tradi-
tional 6-7 p.m. slot has
all but disappeared as
people seek air-condi-
tioning indoors, cutting
sales for many hospi-
tality businesses. Add-
ing to the pressure, ex-
treme heat often falls
outside traditional
business interruption
insurance, exposing a
growing protection gap
for companies across
Europe.

FinMin pushes PPI shift from WPI

This strategic shift aims to eliminate wholesale price inflation metrics within a five-year timeline

NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry has
asked all ministries and de-
partments to adopt the Pro-
ducer Price Index (PPI) in-
stead of the Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) for rate escala-
tion and adjustment clauses
in future government pro-
curement contracts.

The move follows the
Commerce Ministry’s deci-
sion to begin releasing
monthly PPI data for goods
and services from June, pro-
viding a measure intended to
better capture price move-
ments at the producer level.
The transition is also in line
with international practices
and recommendations of the
International Monetary
Fund.

In an office memorandum,
the Department of Expendi-
ture encouraged ministries

and departments to use PPI
in future contracts once the
index becomes available.
The ministry said the avail-
ability of both Output PPI
and Input PPI would provide
a clearer picture of changes
in producer prices, including
how input costs are reflected
in finished output prices.

The government has also
introduced a revised WPI
series with 2022-23 as its
base year, replacing the ear-
lier 2011-12 base year.
Alongside it, new indices
covering output producer
prices, trial input producer
prices and services have been
released.

The revised WPI will con-
tinue to be published for five
years from the release of the
new series, allowing users
time to shift toward PPI. It
will be discontinued after
that transition period.

The first phase of the Ser-
vice PPI covers seven sec-
tors, including banking, secu-
rities transactions, insurance,
pension fund management,
railways, air passenger ser-
vices and telecom. Officials
said additional services will
be incorporated later as suit-
able data becomes available,
gradually expanding the in-
dex’s coverage.

PPI transition

The government will keep
the revised WPI series avail-
able for five years, giving
ministries and other users
time to move toward PPI
during the transition period.
The first Service PPI basket
covers seven sectors, while
more services are expected to
be added as reliable data be-
comes available in subse-
quent phases.

Why the shift matters

Fairer adjustments: Price escalation clauses help share
inflation impacts (like fuel, labor, and materials) between
the state and contractors during project execution.

Global standards: The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and advanced economies recommend PPl as a more
accurate reflection of true producer-level cost changes.

Better data tracking: The new system tracks both Input PPI
(raw material expenses) and Output PPI (finished product costs),
revealing how supplier expenses pass down to final prices.

Structure of new PPl data

Goods (Output PPI): Manufactured items hold the highest
weight at 69.93%, followed by agriculture, forestry, and fish-
ing at 22.16%, electricity at 4.49%, and mining at 3.42%.

Services PPIl: Phase one covers seven specific
service sectors, including banking, railways, telecom,
and insurance, with more sectors to follow.

Transition period: WPI and the new PPI series will
run in parallel for five years to ensure a smooth poli-
cy transition before WPI is completely retired.

Pak digital payments boom fails
to break cash dependence

NEW DELHI

Pakistan's rapid growth in
digital payments has failed to
translate into a meaningful
reduction in the country's re-
liance on cash, highlighting a
widening gap between how
money is transferred and how
it is ultimately spent, a report
has said.

Despite a surge in mobile
banking usage, digital mer-
chant adoption and govern-
ment-led efforts to promote
cashless transactions, curren-
cy in circulation (CIC)
reached a record Rs 11.94 tril-
lion in fiscal year 2025-26.
This represents a 94 per cent
increase from Rs 6.14 trillion
in FY2020, underscoring the
persistent role of cash in ev-
eryday economic activity.

The trend presents a para-
dox for policymakers. While
digital payment infrastructure
has expanded rapidly, much

of the money flowing through
bank accounts, mobile wallets
and instant-payment systems
is eventually withdrawn and
converted into cash before be-
ing spent.

Analysts describe this phe-
nomenon as a "cash-conver-
sion" cycle rather than a true
transition toward a cashless
economy.

Pakistan has witnessed
strong growth in digital finan-
cial transactions over the past
Six years.

Mobile banking transaction
values have increased sharply,
digital merchant networks
have expanded, and initiatives

such as the government's
Cashless Pakistan programme
have encouraged greater use
of electronic payments.

However, these gains have
largely been concentrated in
the movement of money rath-
er than in end-use spending.

Central bank data show that
while the nominal value of
cash circulating in the econo-
my has nearly doubled since
FY2020, some indicators sug-
gest a gradual decline in cash
intensity over the longer term.
Currency as a share of broad
money supply has fallen from
30.1 per cent in FY2020 to
25.7 per cent in FY2026, the
report stated.

When adjusted for inflation,
the picture changes further. In
real terms, the purchasing
power represented by cash in
circulation declined by
around 12.5 per cent over the
period, the report noted.

X will make govt content takedown
pleas more transparent: Musk

WASHINGTON

Elon Musk has announced
that social media platform X
will make government re-
quests to remove or restrict
content more visible to users,
as part of a broader effort to
increase transparency around
content moderation, recom-
mendation algorithms and
official intervention in online
speech.

In a post on social media
platform X, Musk said that
any censorship required by
governments is now clearly
visible, signalling the plat-
form's intention to provide
users with greater insight into
actions taken at the request of
government authorities.

“Any censorship required
by governments is now clear-
ly visible,” Musk mentioned.
Under the proposed changes,
X users will be able to see
when governments seek the

removal of posts or request
restrictions on accounts.

The platform also plans to
disclose details about the
agencies making such re-
quests and, where available,
the legal grounds or
justification cited for
the action. The
move is part of
Musk's wider
push to make
the platform's
moderation and
content-distri-
bution systems
more transparent.

Since acquiring
X, formerly known as
Twitter, Musk has repeat-
edly argued that users should
have greater visibility into
how online content is moder-
ated and ranked.

According to a report by
Crypto Briefing, X has com-
plied with between 83 per
cent and 98.8 per cent of gov-

ernment takedown requests
under Musk's ownership, de-
pending on the reporting pe-
riod.
The report said this compli-
ance rate exceeds that of
the platform's pre-
vious manage-
ment. X has
also been
working to
provide
greater
transparen-
cy around its
recommen-
dation sys-
tems.
The company
has supported efforts to
open-source parts of its rec-
ommendation technology,
enabling researchers and us-
ers to scrutinise how con-
tent-ranking mechanisms op-
erate and how posts are pro-
moted or suppressed.

DRI BUSTS MAJOR
ARECA NUT
IMPORT RACKET

NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has dis-
mantled a major network al-
legedly involved in illegally
importing South-East Asian
areca nuts into India by false-
ly declaring them as Bangla-
deshi-origin goods to fraudu-
lently avail concessional duty
benefits under the South
Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA), the Ministry of Fi-
nance said on Sunday.

The investigation has so far
revealed a potential revenue
loss of more than Rs 2,500
crore, while nine persons have
been arrested in connection
with the case. The import of
areca nuts into India attracts a
Basic Customs Duty (BCD) of
100 per cent. However, eligi-
ble imports originating from
Bangladesh can receive full
customs duty exemption under
the SAFTA agreement, subject
to compliance with the pre-
scribed Rules of Origin crite-
ria.

According to the DRI, intel-
ligence gathered during a
month-long operation revealed

that certain syndicates were
exploiting the SAFTA provi-
sions on a large scale. The syn-
dicates were allegedly sourc-
ing areca nuts from Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia and other
South-East Asian countries,
but mis-declaring their country
of origin as Bangladesh when
importing them into India.

Following the intelligence
inputs, the DRI conducted si-
multaneous searches at multi-
ple premises linked to import-
ers, Customs Brokers and Im-
porter Exporter Code (IEC)
holders in Kolkata and Vi-
sakhapatnam.

Rising Crude Oil May Test Market Mood

MUMBAI

Indian stock markets are ex-
pected to remain sensitive to
geopolitical developments,
crude oil prices and global
monetary policy this week, with
the Strait of Hormuz and US-
Iran tensions likely to influence
investor sentiment.

The focus comes after the
Sensex fell 489.92 points, or
0.62%, while the Nifty declined
204.65 points, or 0.83%, last
week, ending a two-week win-
ning streak.

Analysts said Brent crude
prices and developments around
the Strait of Hormuz will re-

main important market drivers.
Rising crude prices could in-
crease volatility and weigh on
investor sentiment.

Investors will also watch the
minutes of the US Federal Re-
serve’s July meeting, scheduled
for release on August 19. The
minutes could provide clues
about the Fed’s future inter-
est-rate policy and influence
foreign investment flows into
emerging markets such as India.

Foreign institutional investor
activity will remain another key
factor for Dalal Street. Analysts
also expect investors to track
Chinese economic data for sig-
nals on global growth.

RBI closes special NRI
deposit window by Aug 31

NEW DELHI

After witnessing an en-
couraging response and
the resultant forex inflows,
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) announced to pre-
maturely end its swap fa-
cility for Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank), or
FCNR(B), deposits.

The swap facility will
now be available only for
FCNR(B) deposits mobil-
ised till August 31, 2026,
the RBI said.

“Based on the encourag-
ing response to the Swap
Facility for FCNR(B) de-
posits and the resultant
forex inflows, it has been
decided that the Swap fa-
cility for FCNR(B) depos-
its will be available only
for deposits mobilized till
August 31, 2026. The
Swaps under this facility
i.e. FCNR(B) deposits
may be availed with RBI
till September 11, 2026,”
the Central Bank said in a
statement.

Earlier this month, the
RBI said its concessional
foreign exchange swap fa-

cility had attracted
$40.816 billion in overseas
currency inflows since
June when it was
launched. Foreign Curren-
cy Non-Resident (Bank)
deposits accounted for the
bulk of the mobilisation,
according to data received
from authorised dealer
banks.

Total inflows under the
facility stood at $40.816
billion as of July 31.
FCNR (B) deposits con-
tributed $36.725 billion to
the total, while Overseas
Foreign Currency Borrow-
ings (OFCBs) accounted
for $2.575 billion. Exter-
nal Commercial Borrow-
ings (ECBs) brought in a
further $1.516 billion.

The swap facility has
seen avid interest and at-
tracted steady forex in-
flows since June 8, 2026,
the RBI said in a state-
ment. According to latest
reports, India may receive
FCNR (B) deposits in the
range of $65-70 billion by
the end of the RBI scheme
on September 30, and,
overall, $80-$85 billion.

Forex reserves
soar to $707
billion mark

MUMBAI

India’s foreign exchange re-
serves rose sharply by
$14.136 billion during the
week ended August 7, cross-
ing the $707 billion mark,
driven by a significant in-
crease in foreign currency as-
sets and gold reserves, ac-
cording to data released by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

In rupee terms, the coun-
try’s reserves expanded by Rs
1.19 lakh crore during the re-
porting week to Rs 67.32 lakh
crore, underscoring the strength
of India’s external sector posi-
tion.

The rise was led by an in-
crease in foreign currency assets
(FCAs), which constitute the
largest share of the country’s
forex reserves. FCAs climbed
by $9.946 billion to $574.625
billion during the week.

Gold reserves also witnessed
a substantial increase, rising by
$3.995 billion to $108.738 bil-
lion. The value of Special Draw-
ing Rights (SDRs) with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund in-
creased by $79 million to
$18.745 billion.

CYBERSECURITY & Al HACKATHON

Top 5 firms lose Rs 1 lakh
cr in market value

MUMBAI

Five of India's 10 most-val-
ued companies together saw
more than Rs 1 trillion (Rs 1
lakh crore) wiped off their
market capitalisation last
week as weakness in domes-
tic equities weighed on in-
vestor sentiment, with Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS)
emerging as the biggest lag-
gard.

The broader market re-
mained under pressure
during the week, with the
Sensex falling 489.92
points, or 0.62 per cent,
while the Nifty declined
204.65 points, or 0.83 per
cent.

Among the top-10 valued
firms, TCS recorded the
sharpest erosion in market
value. The IT major's mar-
ket capitalisation fell by Rs
34,263.28 crore to Rs 8.53
lakh crore. Reliance Indus-
tries, the country's most-val-
ued company, also wit-
nessed a substantial decline,
with its valuation dropping
by Rs 31,869.13 crore to Rs
17.70 lakh crore.

State Bank of India suf-
fered the third-largest loss

among the top firms, with
its market capitalisation
shrinking by Rs 25,891.88
crore to Rs 9.86 lakh crore.

HDFC Bank's valuation
fell by Rs 7,165.37 crore to
Rs 11.21 lakh crore, while
ICICI Bank lost Rs 2,792.65
crore in market value, end-
ing the week with a valua-
tion of Rs 10.18 lakh crore.

Despite the overall weak-
ness, five companies in the
top-10 pack managed to add
a combined Rs 55,149.45
crore to their market capital-
isation. Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India (LIC) led
the gainers, with its market
valuation rising by Rs
26,438.49 crore to Rs 5.23
lakh crore. Bharti Airtel also
posted strong gains, adding
Rs 20,592.13 crore to take
its valuation to Rs 12.43
lakh crore.

Bajaj Finance's market
capitalisation increased by
Rs 3,548.79 crore to Rs 6.77
lakh crore, while Larsen &
Toubro added Rs 2,490.66
crore, pushing its valuation
to Rs 5.59 lakh crore. Hin-
dustan Unilever's market
value rose by Rs 2,079.38
crore to Rs 4.91 lakh crore.

CYBER KUSHT!I to test human judgment in cybersecurity

NEW DELHI

The National Institute of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (NIELIT), under the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (Me-
itY), has launched CYBER
KUSHTI 2026, a cybersecuri-
ty and Artificial Intelligence
(AI) hackathon designed to
test human judgment in secu-
rity assessments.

The competition has been
introduced as the track of the
National Conference on Cyber
Security, Digital Forensics and
Intelligence (NCCDFI 2026).
It is being organised in collab-
oration with the Information

Sharing and Analysis Center
(ISAC Foundation) under the
National Security Database,
with CERT-In serving as the
knowledge partner.
Registration opened on Au-
gust 15 and will remain open
until September 10. Participa-

tion is free, with the competi-
tion open to students and inde-
pendent researchers competing
in teams of three.

Unlike conventional cyber-
security contests that focus on
vulnerability hunting or Cap-
ture The Flag challenges, CY-
BER KUSHTI 2026 will as-
sess participants on how they
evaluate, verify and prioritize
security risks. Organisers said
the format responds to the
need for professionals who
can distinguish genuine threats
from false positives generated
by automated tools.

All teams will receive a Se-
curity Assessment Package. It
will contain Al-generated find-

ings, source code, application
logs, architecture documents,
static analysis reports, depen-
dency scans and secrets scans.

The package will intention-
ally include genuine, false and
duplicated findings, while
leaving out real vulnerabili-
ties. Teams must identify these
shortcomings and produce a
prioritized security assess-
ment.

Participants will have to ex-
plain and defend their deci-
sions, making analytical rea-
soning central to the competi-
tion. The initiative highlights
the importance of human over-
sight as Al-powered cyberse-
curity tools become common.

CHALLENGE OVERVIEW
& ELIGIBILITY
Registration opened on

August 15 and closes on
September 10.

Participation is free of cost.

Students and independent
researchers can partici-
pate in teams of three.

The challenge includes
Al-generated, genuine, false
and duplicated findings.

* Teams must evaluate,
prioritize and defend their
cybersecurity decisionst.
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Why It Feels Like Earthquakes Are
Increasing Around the World?

Open any news app on a given week and there is a good chance you'll find a headline about an earth-
guake somewhere; Turkey, Japan, Afghanistan, Indonesia, California, Nepal. Social media timelines fill up with shaky
phone-camera footage of buildings swaying and streets cracking. The natural conclusion many people draw is simple:
the planet is shaking more than it used to. Climate change, fracking, dam-building, deforestation pick your favourite cul-
prit must be waking up the Earth's fault lines. It's a compelling narrative. It's also, according to the scientists who actually
measure this for a living, largely a mirage. The seismological data tell a more nuanced and, frankly, more interesting story.
Large earthquakes the kind that cause real destruction have not become more frequent over the last century when you
control for how we count them. What has changed dramatically is our ability to detect, locate, and instantly broad-
cast every tremor happening anywhere on Earth, no matter how small or remote. At the same time, a set of very real
human activities and demographic shifts have made earthquakes more consequential, more visible, and in a narrow
but important set of cases, more numerous. Untangling the two; perception versus reality is essential if we want to
understand what's genuinely changing about our relationship with a shaking planet.

N
The Climate Change Question

It's worth addressing directly,
since the theory circulates
widely: does climate change
cause carthquakes? The hon-
est scientific answer is that
there is no established mech-
anism linking global warming
to an increase in tectonic
earthquake frequency. Earth-
quakes are driven by the
movement of tectonic plates
deep within the Earth's crust
and mantle processes operat-
ing on geological timescales
and driven by heat from the
planet's core, entirely decou-
pled from the atmospheric and
oceanic warming driving cli-
mate change. Where a con-
nection has been studied seri-
ously, it's around much nar-
rower, indirect effects for in-
stance, the theoretical possi-
bility that rapid loss of ice
mass in some glaciated re-
gions could very slightly alter
crustal stress through a pro-
cess called isostatic rebound,
or that changing groundwater
and reservoir levels could in-
teract with fault stress in al-
ready-primed areas. These
remain niche, actively debated
research areas relevant to spe-
cific locations, not evidence
of a global climate-earthquake
link, and no credible seismo-
logical body treats climate
change as a driver of the
earthquakes making global
headlines.

What This Means for How
We Talk About Risk

None of this is an argument
for complacency quite the op-
posite. The fact that global
earthquake frequency is stable
doesn't make earthquakes less
dangerous; it means the dan-
ger was always there, baked
into the tectonic architecture
of specific regions, and what's
changing is our exposure to it.
The Pacific Ring of Fire, the
Himalayan collision zone, the

Anatolian fault system, the
San Andreas these are not be-
coming more seismically ac-
tive than they've been for mil-
lennia. But more people than
ever now live, work, and
build directly on top of them.
That reframes the right
questions for journalists, pol-
icymakers, and the public to
be asking. Instead of why are
earthquakes increasing, the
more useful and more answer-
able questions are: Are our
building codes adequate for
the seismic hazard actually
present in our cities? Are ear-
ly-warning systems reaching
the people who need seconds
of notice to take cover? Are in-
duced-seismicity risks from
specific industrial activities
drilling, injection wells, large
dams being properly regulated
in the regions where they de-
monstrably do raise local earth-
quake rates? And are we invest-
ing in the retrofitting of older
buildings in high-risk zones
before the next major rupture
arrives, rather than after?

Why the Perception Persists Anyway?

If the data are this consistent, why does the feeling of so many earthquakes lately keep coming back? Several converging forces
explain it, and none of them require the tectonic plates to be doing anything unusual.

1.The global seismic network has exploded in size. The number of seismograph stations op-
erating worldwide has grown enormously since the mid-20th century. The Global Seismo-
graphic Network alone a joint USGS, National Science Foundation, and university-run system
now comprises more than 150 broadband stations feeding data in real time, supplemented by
roughly 1,800 additional stations across more than 90 countries reporting into USGS systems.
Sixty years ago, a magnitude 4.5 earthquake in a remote mountain range or under the ocean
floor might never have been recorded with any precision, if at all. Today it's logged, located,
and magnitude-classified within minutes. We are not seeing more earthquakes; we are seeing
almost all of them for the first time in human history.

2. Instrumentation itself has improved. It isn’t just that there are more seismometers; the ones we
have are far more sensitive and precise than their predecessors. The moment magnitude scale,
which replaced the old Richter scale for large events, does a better job capturing the true energy
of major earthquakes, particularly the very large ones the Richter scale historically underestimat-
ed. Better instruments plus better math means a more complete and more granular catalog which
mechanically produces more counted events even with the same underlying seismic reality.

3. News and social media have collapsed the distance between happened and everyone knows.
A century ago, a magnitude 6.5 earthquake in a sparsely populated part of Central Asia might
have taken weeks to become known outside the region, if it registered at all beyond a scien-
tific journal entry. Today, phone footage of the same event is on your timeline within the hour,
shared, reshared, and amplified by algorithmic feeds that reward the dramatic and the imme-
diate. Geophysicists studying public perception have pointed out that improved monitoring
combined with instant news coverage makes earthquake activity feel far more frequent than
the underlying data support. The Earth hasn’t changed its behaviour; our exposure to every
one of its movements has changed completely.

4. Human psychology loves a pattern, even a false one. When several significant earthquakes
cluster in a short window as happened, for instance, with Nepal, Chile, and Afghanistan all
producing major quakes within a six-month span in 2015 our brains are wired to read that
clustering as the start of a trend rather than as the statistically unremarkable coincidence it
usually is. This is a well-documented cognitive bias: humans are pattern-seeking creatures,
and random processes like earthquake occurrence naturally produce clusters and gaps that
look meaningful even when they aren’t. Step back to the full, decades-long dataset, and those
clusters wash out into noise around a flat average.

5. Longer, more complete historical baselines change the picture retroactively. If you naively
plot the number of known earthquakes from 1900 to today, the line climbs sharply — but that’s
an artefact of recordkeeping, not seismology. For roughly the first half of the twentieth century,
small and moderate earthquakes across most of the planet simply went unrecorded because the
monitoring network didn’t exist yet. Comparing known quakes in 1920 to known quakes in 2026
is comparing two fundamentally different measurement systems, not two different Earths.

The Numbers USGS
Actually Sees

The U.S. Geological Survey, which runs the Na-
tional Earthquake Information Center and tracks
seismicity across the planet, is unambiguous on
this point. Their long-running public guidance states
plainly that a temporary rise or fall in recorded seismic-
ity is part of the normal statistical noise of earthquake
activity, and that neither trend signals an imminent big
one. Crucially, USGS notes that its earthquake catalog
shows more events in recent years not because the
Earth is producing more earthquakes, but because
there are simply more seismic instruments capable of
detecting and precisely locating them.

Today, the National Earthquake
Information Center locates roughly
20,000 earthquakes globally every
year around 55 a day. Decades ago,

that number would have been a

fraction of that, not because the

ground was calmer, but because
nobody had the instruments to
notice. For the earthquakes that
actually matter magnitude 7.0 and
above, the threshold at which seri-
ous damage and casualties typical-
ly begin the global average has held
remarkably steady at roughly 15 to
20 events a year across the entire
span of modern instrumental mon-
itoring. Magnitude 8.0-plus great
earthquakes average about one per
year, a figure that has not mean-
ingfully shifted since reliable global
records began. Geophysicists who
study the long-term catalog de-
scribe the pattern as normal year-
to-year statistical variation around
a stable mean, not a trend.
This isn't a new question either. Ev-
ery few years, a cluster of dramatic
quakes Nepal in 2015, Turkey and
Syria in 2023, a run of Pacific Ring
of Fire events reignites the same
public anxiety, and every time, the
instrumental record shows the
same thing: a busy stretch, not a
structural shift in how often the
Earth ruptures.

Where the Story Gets More Comphcated Because Some of It Is Real

None of this means every
earthquakes are increas-
ing claim is pure illusion.
There are specific, well-docu-
mented, and genuinely hu-
man-driven exceptions worth
taking seriously.

Induced seismicity is real,
local, and measurable. The
clearest example comes from
the central United States. Be-
tween 1973 and 2008, the
central and eastern U.S. aver-
aged about 25 earthquakes of
magnitude 3.0 or larger per
year a low, stable baseline.
Starting in 2009, that number
jumped sharply: at least 58
such earthquakes occurred an-
nually, and from 2013 onward
the region saw at least 100 a
year, peaking at over 1,000 in
a single year in 2015. USGS
scientists attribute this specif-
ic, regional spike primarily to
wastewater injection linked to
oil and gas extraction not to
any broader planetary shift,
but to a concrete, identifiable
human industrial practice al-

tering underground stress con-
ditions in a specific geogra-
phy. Notably, once regulators
in states like Oklahoma tight-
ened restrictions on injection
wells, the rate of these in-
duced earthquakes declined
substantially in subsequent
years, which is itself strong
evidence that human activity,
not deep tectonic change, was
driving the spike. Similar in-
duced-seismicity patterns, at
smaller scales, have been doc-
umented near large reservoir
dams (through a phenomenon
called reservoir-induced seis-
micity), around certain min-
ing and geothermal opera-
tions, and in a handful of oth-
er fracking-intensive regions
worldwide. These are genuine
cases where human activity
measurably increases local
earthquake frequency —
they’re just geographically
narrow and mechanistically
distinct from global seismici-
ty is rising.

Aftershock sequences dis-

tort short-term counts. A sin-
gle major earthquake can trig-
ger hundreds or thousands of
aftershocks over the follow-
ing weeks and months, some
large enough to make head-
lines on their own. A big
quake in one region can there-
fore make the news feel satu-
rated with earthquakes for an
extended stretch, even though
it’s really one seismic event
and its statistically expected
decay tail, not a wave of un-
related new activity.

The Bottom Line

he unsettling truth

is not that the
Earth has become
more volatile. It's that
we've built a civiliza-
tion of nearly nine bil-
lion people, dispro-
portionately concen-
trated in seismically
hazardous zones, lay-
ered on top of a planet
that has been shaking
at roughly the same
rate for as long as
we've been able to
measure it and now,
thanks to a global net-
work of sensitive in-
struments and an al-
ways-on media envi-
ronment, we finally
get to watch every

tremor happen in real
time. The Earth isn't
sending us more
warnings than it used
to. We've simply, for
the first time in histo-
1y, built the infrastruc-
ture to hear all of
them.

Understanding that
distinction matters.
Panic over a phantom
global trend distracts
from the far more
solvable, far more ur-
gent work of preparing
the cities and struc-
tures that already sit in
harm's way; work that
doesn't require the
planet to be doing any-
thing new at all.

Why the Damage

Feels Bigger Even

If the Frequency
Isn't

Even setting frequency
aside, there's a very real
reason earthquakes seem
more destructive and more
newsworthy than in past
generations: exposure. The
world's population has
more than tripled since
the mid-twentieth century,
and a growing share of
that population lives in
dense, rapidly built urban

Earthquake

swarms and stress centres many of them
sitting directly atop active
traHSfer are fault zones or in regions of
i high seismic hazard, from
leglt_“n_ate but Istanbul to Kathmandu to
I|m|ted Jakarta to the seismically

phenomena. Seis-
mologists have docu-
mented cases where
a major rupture on
one fault segment
measurably increases
stress on a neighbour-
ing segment, slightly
raising the short-term
probability of a subse-
quent quake nearby.
Researchers have also
flagged specific regions
of concern for example,
current research on the
Cascadia Subduction
Zone in the Pacific
Northwest suggests
tectonic stress along its
southern portion has
reached its highest level
in roughly a thousand
years, feeding legitimate
concern about a future
megathrust event.
These are real, scientifi-
cally grounded regional
risk signals — but they
describe specific fault
systems building toward
specific future events,
not a general global up-
tick already underway.

active belts of India's own
Himalayan foothills and
northeastern states.

A magnitude 6.5 earth-
quake striking a sparsely
populated area does com-
paratively little damage
and barely registers glob-
ally. The same magnitude
striking a dense, poorly
regulated urban settlement
with inadequate building
codes can level thousands
of structures and kill tens
of thousands of people. As
cities grow taller, denser,
and more populous in seis-
mically active zones — often
with construction standards
that lag behind the pace of
growth — the human and
economic toll of any given
earthquake magnitude
rises, even if the underlying
rate of earthquakes doesn't.
This is a crucial distinc-
tion for policymakers: the
right response to quakes
feel worse isn't neces-
sarily more seismological
research into frequency,
but stricter enforcement
of earthquake-resistant
construction codes, better
early-warning systems, and
smarter urban planning in
known hazard zones.
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Karnataka aims to become

eading sporting

BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister and
Sports Minister Dr G Parameshwara
said the government is taking several
measures to strengthen sports and make
the state one of India’s leading sporting
states.

Speaking at a felicitation programme
organised by the Karnataka State Bas-
ketball Association at Karnataka Olym-
pic Bhavan, he congratulated junior and
youth basketball teams for their
achievements in national champion-
ships. He said the government has in-
troduced direct recruitment for med-
al-winning sportspersons and provided
reservation in government jobs. While
2% reservation was initially provided
in police recruitment, it was later in-
creased to 3%. The government is
also working to fill 72,000 vacant
posts, with sportspersons eligible for
2% reservation.

Parameshwara said athletes who par-
ticipated in the Commonwealth Games
were given 5 lakh each as incentives,
while medal winners would receive %15
lakh.

The government is focusing on sports
infrastructure, including plans for a
Sports City on around 60 acres near
Devanahalli. A comprehensive plan has
also been prepared to upgrade Bengal-
uru’s Kanteerava Stadium at an estimat-
ed cost of 5,000 crore. The upgraded
facility could help Karnataka host na-

Messi Misses
third penalty

as Miami lose

G g \ == 3
A comprehensive
35,000 crore blueprint

has been developed for the
modernization of Bengaluru’s

Kanteerava Stadium.
“ Stressed that government support
must be matched by dedication,
discipline and hard work from athletes.
Karnataka has also arranged opportunities

for sportspersons to undergo advanced
training abroad.

- G Parameshwara, DCM

tional and international competitions.
Five acres of land has also been allotted

state: DSM

H

for basketball development.
Parameshwara said Karnataka
has performed strongly in bas-
ketball and swimming, with
the state remaining national
swimming champions for 33
years.

He said the government would pro-
vide all-round support through training,
infrastructure, employment opportuni-

ties and financial incentives.

He also praised Karnataka Olympic
Association president Dr K. Govinda-
raju for his sustained efforts to develop
basketball and sports infrastructure in
the state. The programme was attended
by M. N. Anucheth, Commissioner of
the Department of Youth Empowerment
and Sports, and other officials.

Maguire urges Rashford to
stay at Manchester United

¢ Bengaluru hosted a major international combat
i sports event on Independence Day as RONIN
i FC 3 — The Legacy Awakens brought together
i 146 athletes from India, Nepal, Russia, Ka-
¢ zakhstan and Kyrgyzstan at Koramangala In-
i door Stadium.

Organised by Sinhoi Advisory Services Pvt.

i Ltd. in association with the All India Mixed
i Martial Arts Federation, the third edition fea-
i tured 13 MMA bouts, including six preliminary
i contests and seven professional fights. A ca-
i pacity crowd attended the event, highlighting
i Bengaluru’s growing appeal as a destination
¢ for international combat sports.

The event also celebrated India’s traditional

* martial arts through a 45-minute Kalaripayattu
¢ showcase by Agastham Kalari. The perfor-
{ mance was integrated into the main pro-
i gramme and showcased the movement, disci-
¢ pline and cultural heritage of the traditional
i martial art. Organisers said the presentation
i was aimed at connecting India’s martial tradi-
¢ tions with the modern global MMA landscape.

/=
1 -
N
%

- RONIN FC 3 brings global
- MMA action to Bengaluru

. BENGALURU

The event’s build-up began on August 14
with India’s first fight-week face-off at The
Quad by BLR at Kempegowda International
Airport’s Terminal 1. Fighters took part in of-
ficial weigh-ins and head-to-head sessions
ahead of the main card.

The August 15 fight night featured athletes
from across India alongside international com-
petitors. Shusmita of Nepal defeated Shalu
Sharma, while Ashish Rawat overcame Manoj
Ramjali. Dipanjali of Kolkata defeated Kera-
la’s Lija, and Mumbai’s Rohit secured victory
over Delhi’s Pankaj Mehra.

RONIN FC co-founder and promoter Arun
Kumar Krishnan said staging the event on In-
dependence Day carried special significance.
He said the promotion aimed to give Indian
fighters an opportunity to compete alongside
international athletes while creating a lasting
platform for MMA in India.

The event was broadcast in partnership with
Locker Room and reportedly reached more
than 5.7 million people. SCAR, Aster Hospi-
tals, CSR Global and The Quad by BLR sup-
ported the event as partners.

Antonsen targets elusive
World Championships gold

NEW DELHI :

to Nashville

NASHVILLE

Lionel Messi missed his
third consecutive penalty
as Inter Miami suffered a
3-1 defeat against Nash-
ville SC in Major League
Soccer, extending their los-
ing run to three matches.

Messi had an early op-
portunity to put Miami
ahead when the visitors
were awarded a penalty in
the third minute.

However, Nashville
goalkeeper Brian Schwake
saved his effort. The miss
marked the first time Messi
has failed to convert penal-
ties in three successive at-
tempts.

Nashville took the lead
in the 17th minute through
Andy Najar. Miami ap-
peared to have equalised
through Telasco Segovia,
but the goal was ruled out
following a VAR review
for encroachment.

Miami eventually found
the net, but former MLS
MVP Hany Mukhtar turned
the game in Nashville’s fa-
vour with two goals.

Tirante stuns Djokovic inf>

MANCHESTER

Manchester United defender
Harry Maguire has backed
Marcus Rashford to remain at
Old Trafford, describing the En-
gland forward as a major threat
and an important asset for the
club ahead of the new Premier
League season.

Rashford returned to action
for United during their 4-2
pre-season defeat against AC
Milan in Wroclaw, making his
first appearance for the club
since December 2024. With the
transfer window remaining
open until September 1, uncer-
tainty continues over his future
at United.

)
~ .
Maguire admitted he does not

know what decision Rashford
will make but said he and his
teammates would welcome his
stay. The defender praised
Rashford’s ability and said his
pace and attacking qualities
could strengthen United. Rash-
ford impressed after coming on
against Milan and created prob-
lems for the opposition defence.

“I"ve played with Marcus for
numerous years,” Maguire said,
adding that training and playing
alongside the forward would
benefit the team. He believes
Rashford can make a significant
contribution if he remains at the
club.

Maguire also acknowledged
that United need to improve
their intensity after the defeat to
Milan. He said the team wants
to play higher up the pitch,
press more aggressively and
maintain pressure for longer
periods. Although United creat-
ed opportunities through
high regains, he felt they failed
to sustain their pressure
consistently.

Duo relish home advantage at Championships

NEW DELHI

Indian badminton stars Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty are eagerly looking forward to
competing at their first BWF World Champion-
ships on home soil, with the men’s doubles pair
hoping to use strong crowd support as an advan-
tage in their campaign.

The World Championships will be held at the
Indira Gandhi Arena in New Delhi from August
17 to 23, marking the tournament’s return to India
after 17 years. Fifth seeds Satwik and Chirag have

received a first-round bye and will face the win-
ners of the opening-round match between Scot-
land’s Alexander Dunn and Adam Pringle and
Thailand’s Chaloempon Charoenkitamorn and
Worrapol Thongsa-Nga. Chirag said playing a
World Championship in India was a rare privilege
and an opportunity the pair wanted to enjoy fully.
He added that the home crowd could provide an
extra advantage as they aim to progress as far as
possible in the tournament. The duo, among In-
dia’s strongest medal hopes, said they were not
treating the expectations as additional pressure.

Denmark’s Anders Antonsen
will begin his BWF World
Championships campaign in
New Delhi on Monday with
the biggest prize still missing
from his collection — a
world title. The world No. 4
has won three bronze medals
and one silver at the champi-
onships but remains deter-
mined to complete his medal
set with gold.

The 28-year-old believes
winning the title would be a
dream achievement, but he
knows the men’s singles
competition is more open and
demanding than ever. Anton-
sen said the depth of talent
means every contender will
need to produce their best
badminton throughout the
tournament.

His confidence has been
boosted by his Thailand
Open triumph earlier this
year. The victory was partic-
ularly significant because it
was a title he had never won
before. Antonsen described
the success as the highlight of
his season so far and said it
provided evidence that his
best level remains within
reach. The Dane also pointed
to the unpredictable nature of
the current men’s singles

field. Unlike previous years,
when one or two players
were considered clear favou-
rites, several competitors
from different countries now
have realistic chances of win-
ning major tournaments. An-
tonsen believes this growing
competitiveness has made the
category more exciting for
both players and fans.
Antonsen said he does not
feel additional pressure be-
cause of the expectations sur-
rounding him following Vik-
tor Axelsen’s departure from
international badminton. He
stressed that the only pres-
sure he feels comes from his
own ambition and high stan-

dards.

The Dane also warned that
players cannot afford slow
starts at the World Champi-
onships. With the quality of
the field so high, even the
opening rounds require com-
plete focus and intensity. An-
tonsen said competitors must
be ready from their first
match rather than treating the
carly stages as preparation.

With his Thailand Open
success providing confidence
and four previous World
Championships medals al-
ready secured, Antonsen will
now attempt to take the final
step and claim the gold that
has so far eluded him.

. NEWDELHI

Dhull, Joon fifties power

Central Delhi Kings win

Cincinnati open shock “@

CINCINNATI

Argentina’s Thiago Agustin Tirante pro-
duced the biggest upset of his career by
defeating Novak Djokovic in the second
round of the Cincinnati Open. The world
No. 50 recovered from losing the opening
set to beat the fifth-ranked Serbian 4-6,
6-4, 6-4.

Djokovic started strongly and con-
trolled the opening set, winning it 6-2.
However, the 39-year-old struggled phys-
ically as the match progressed in hot and
humid conditions. He required medical
attention during the second set and ap-
peared increasingly affected by the diffi-
cult weather.

Tirante took advantage of Djokovic’s
difficulties and remained composed
during the crucial stages.

The Argentine secured a decisive break
at 4-4 in the third set before serving out
the match to complete a memorable vic-
tory. The contest lasted two hours and 44
minutes.

The result marked Tirante’s biggest
victory of his career and sent him into the

third round, where he will face Spain’s
Martin Landaluce. Landaluce defeated
Italy’s Matteo Arnaldi in three sets to ad-
vance. ,

For Djokovic, the defeat came in his P =
first competitive appearance since his
Wimbledon semifinal loss. The three-
time Cincinnati champion had been
hoping to build momentum ahead
of the US Open, where he will
seek a record-extending 25th
Grand Slam singles title.

The early exit also marked
an unusual setback for [
Djokovic at Cincinnati, |*
where he has enjoyed con-  /*
siderable success over the
years. Tirante’s victory, -
meanwhile, represents a
major breakthrough and
could provide sig-
nificant confi-

¢ Yash Dhull and Siddharth Joon struck impressive
i half-centuries as Central Delhi Kings registered a
i dominant victory over North Delhi Strikers in the
¢ Delhi Premier League on Sunday.

¢ Dhull anchored the Central Delhi innings with
i acomposed batting display, while Joon provided
P~ s . strong support with an attacking fifty. Their

Y partnership helped the Kings build a com-
e _ manding total and put North Delhi under

considerable pressure.

Central Delhi’s batters maintained

control throughout their innings, find-

. ing boundaries regularly and ensuring

the team finished strongly. Dhull dis-

played patience and timing, while

N\ Joon accelerated the scoring rate
~ with aggressive strokes.

3 Chasing the challenging tar-
- get, North Delhi Strikers
. struggled to maintain mo-
. mentum against Central
> Delhi’s disci-

\

vals and failed to establish the partnerships re-
quired to stay in contention. The Central Delhi
bowlers complemented the efforts of their top-or-
der batters with an effective performance. Their
disciplined line and length restricted North Delhi’s
scoring opportunities and ensured the Kings re-
mained firmly in control. The victory underlined
Central Delhi Kings’ strength with both bat and
ball. Dhull’s innings provided the foundation,
while Joon’s contribution added further impetus
and helped the side post a formidable total. For
North Delhi Strikers, the defeat highlighted short-
comings in both their batting and their ability to
respond under pressure. Despite attempts to rebuild
the innings, they were unable to match the intensi-
ty of the Central Delhi performance.

dence as he | plined bowl-
continues his | | O i ing attack.
campaign in 4 b The Strik-
the Masters ‘ ers lost
1000 event. = L/r wickets at
A regular inter-
o6 o o6 o o6 o
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Smith admits Australia were outplayed

DARWIN

Australia batter Steve Smith ad-
mitted his team was
comprehensively )
outplayed by Ban- /

gladesh after suf-

competitive and acknowledged that his side failed to build the

Smith also
regretted missing
partnerships,

advantage required on a good batting surface. The defeat was
~ only Australia’s second Test loss to

: \Bangladesh, following their defeat
. in Dhaka in 2017. Bangladesh now

lead the two-match series 1-0 and

cannot lose the series.

Key
Performers

m Match Result: Ban-
gladesh defeated

Stones targets
Champions League
glory with Inter

MILAN

John Stones has outlined

\ noting that multiple
\ Australian batters

wasted promising
starts instead of

Australia by 10
wickets to secure
their first-ever Test
victory on Austra-
lian soil.

Smith, however, backed
Australia to recover, describ-
ing the defeat as a temporary
setback. He praised Bangla-
desh for their performance
across all four days and said
Australia would need to

¢ his Champions League
i ambitions with Inter Milan
¢ after making an impressive
i impact on his club debut by
scoring the winning goal.
The England defender

fering a historic /;
nine-wicket defeat }
in the opening Test
at Marrara Oval on '
Sunday.

Bangladesh bowled
Australia out for 198 in |

m Series Status: Ban-

the first innings before
scoring 426. Australia

scoring big.

improve significant-
ly in the second

gladesh leads the
two-match series
1-0 and cannot

marked his first appearance

for the Italian side in mem-

orable fashion, finding the

ing several years competing

fought back in the second Test at Great lose th : ¢ net to help Inter secure vic-  at the top of English foot-
innings, with Cameron % Barrier Reef ose the series. ¢ tory. Stones said the suc-  ball.

Green hitting a determined N ] Arena in m Hasan Mahmud: . cessful debut had given him His experience in domes-
104, but were dismissed A 5 N & Mackay Finished with ¢ confidence as he begins a  tic and European competi-
for 284. Bangladesh need- A next match figures of i new chapter of his career in  tions is expected to provide
ed only 57 runs for victory ~ 2 week. 9-111. ¢ Seric A. valuable depth to Inter’s
and completed the chase in ! G The former Manchester  defence as the club prepares

14.2 overs. Mominul Haque
remained unbeaten on 30,
while Shadman Islam finished not
out on 25. The win was Bangla-

—

% _/
TOYOTA -

= Mehidy Hasan
Miraz: Claimed
5-52 in Australia’s
second innings.

i City defender is now setting
¢ his sights on European suc-
i cess with Inter. He believes
i the club has the quality and

for another demanding sea-
son.

Scoring the winner on his
debut has given Stones an

desh’s first Test victory on Austra- received A m Cameron Green: ; ambition to compete at the  ideal start, but the defender

lian soil. little sup- Y Scored a deter- i highest level and is eager to ~ knows that maintaining con-
Smith said Bangladesh bowled port from the mined 104 for i contribute to a strong Cham  sistency will be crucial. He

with discipline from the opening  other end. Australia. ¢ pions League campaign. will now look to establish

morning, while Australia’s batters Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan ! His immediate focus, himself as an important

failed to maintain the same stan-  Miraz was instrumental in Aus- i however, remains on set- member of the Inter squad

dards. tralia’s collapse, claiming 5-52 i tling into his new surround-  while helping the club com-
He also rued the lack of partner- in the second innings. Hasan First Innings Australia:198 Bangladesh: 426 ¢ ings and building a strong  pete for major honours.

ships, saying several Australian bat-
ters got starts but could not convert
them into substantial scores. Green’s
century provided resistance, but he

Mahmud also impressed, finish-
ing with match figures of 9-111.
Smith said Australia needed a

/| Second Innings

Australia: 284 (Camer-
on Green scored 104

Mehidy Hasan Miraz took 5-52), Ban-
gladesh: 57/0 in 14.2 overs (Mominul

lead of at least 200 runs to remain

Haque 30*, Shadman Islam 25%)

i understanding with his
i teammates. Stones’ move to
i Inter represents a significant
i new challenge after spend-

The Champions League
remains one of the biggest
targets for Stones and Inter
this season.

Mary Kom to Glasgow,
women boxers rise

NEW DELHI

India’s women boxers have emerged
as a powerful force in international
boxing, with their recent success at
the Glasgow Commonwealth Games
highlighting the steady growth of the
sport. The journey from Mary Kom’s
trailblazing achievements to the lat-
est generation of champions reflects
improved training, stronger grass-
roots programmes and greater oppor-
tunities for women athletes.

Mary Kom played a defining role
in changing perceptions about wom-
en’s boxing in India. Her Olympic
bronze, world titles and sustained
success inspired a generation of
young boxers to take up the sport.
Her achievements helped demon-
strate that Indian women could com-
pete successfully at the highest level

and encouraged greater investment in
women’s boxing.

The progress has continued with
better access to elite coaching, sports
science, nutrition and international
exposure. Grassroots programmes
have also helped identify promising
talent from different parts of the
country. Young boxers are increas-
ingly receiving structured training at
an early stage, allowing them to de-
velop their skills and compete
against stronger international oppo-
nents. At the Glasgow Common-
wealth Games, Indian women boxers
once again demonstrated their grow-
ing strength by producing impressive
performances and contributing to the
country’s medal tally. Their success
reflects years of preparation and the
increasing depth within India’s wom-
en’s boxing programme.

. tially greeted competitors,
¢ the contest intensified as .~
. surfers battled chal- -

¢ lenging waves and .

¢ strong competition.
i Japanese athletes
. produced impres- | - &
: sive performances |
i across the catego- |
i ries, underhmng \
¢ the country’s grow-
© ing strength in inter-
¢ national surfing. N

i rious in the Open women'’s
i category, leading Japan’s suc-

i cessful campaign at the event. The :
i Japanese contingent maintained its control
i across the remaining categories, completing a
i clean sweep of the top honours. The perfor- !
i mances reflected the consistency and technical
i ability of Japan’s surfers, who adapted well to
i the conditions at Mamallapuram. Their success !
i also highlighted the depth of talent available :
¢ within the country’s surfing programme. The :
i Shore Temple Classic brought together surfers
i competing in both the QS 2000 and Pro Junior
i events, providing valuable opportunities :

Japan completes
surfing sweep
with four titles

. CHENNAI

¢ Japan continued its dominance at the World
i Surf League Shore Temple Classic QS 2000
¢ and Pro Junior events, sweeping all four titles
¢ at Mamallapuram beach. - —

After cloudy conditions ini-

;,- .;-‘*'?

} ¥

N

Ikeda emerged victo-

- Sindhu carries Japan open
confidence into Worlds

NEW DELHI

PV Sindhu will begin her

~y
| ——

Hosting the World
Championships in
India makes the

campaign at the BWF World
Championships 2026 in New
Delhi on Monday, carrying
the confidence of her recent
Japan Open triumph and the
motivation of competing be-
fore a home crowd. The for-
mer world champion is aim-
ing to win another World
Championships medal after
a seven-year gap.

Sindhu, who won the world title in 2019,
has five World Championships med-
als, including gold, two silver
and two bronze. She said her
Japan Open victory had giv-
en her a major confidence
boost ahead of the presti-
gious tournament. Playing

Playing
in India is
extra exciting for
her, as she hopes

occasion particularly memorable.
With the home crowd expected
to provide strong support, she
will look to make the most of the
opportunity and challenge the
world’s leading players.

- PV Sindhu,
Badminton world champion

throughout the competition.
Sindhu also expressed her desire to win a
medal on home soil.
Reflecting on her journey, Sindhu
recalled watching the World Cham
pionships in India as a young
girl. She said she once attended
matches from morning to eve-
ning, watching some of the

in India has also added ex- to feed ,Off the world’s leading players without
citement as she hopes to ~ energetichome  fy|ly understanding the signifi-
benefit from strong support crowd. cance of the event. Nearly 17

from the home crowd.

The Indian star stressed the im-
portance of taking the tournament one
match at a time rather than thinking too far
ahead. She said her recent performances
have helped her regain confidence and that
she hopes to maintain the same momentum

years later, she is returning as one of

India’s most successful badminton play-
ers.

Sindhu said The 2019 champion hopes
her Japan Open success can translate into
another deep run and potentially a medal at
the Indira Gandhi Stadium.

Diamondbacks starters stifle braves before finale

i for emerging athletes to gain international ex- | ATLANTA
i perien ce. With the competition intensifying
i through the rou nds, the Japanese surfers re- i The Arizona Diamondbacks
. mained composed and effective when it mat- : will look to complete a three-
i tered most. Japan’s four-title sw eep was the : game sweep of the Atlanta
standout feature of the event and further : Braves on Sunday, with their
. strengthened its reputation in competitive surf- i starting pitchers having domi-
i ing. The performances at Mamallapuram also : nated the series so far. Arizona
i provided an important boost to the country’s : won the opener 2-0 cruising to
¢ young surfers as they continue to develop on | a 10-3 victory.
i the international circuit. Diamondbacks starters have

combined for 13 innings in the
series, allowing just two runs
and no walks while striking out
12 batters. Michael Soroka will
take the mound for Arizona in
the finale, facing Atlanta right-
hander Bryce Elder.

Soroka, who has an 8-3 re-
cord and a 2.92 ERA, recently
returned from the injured list
after missing nearly two months

with a glute strain. He pitched 4
1/3 scoreless innings against
Colorado in his comeback, al-
lowing three hits and striking
out four. The right-hander also
has a strong record against his
former team. He defeated Atlan-
ta 2-1 on April 4 after allowing
one run in five innings. In two
career starts against the Braves,
Soroka is 1-0 with a 3.00 ERA.

Amit Bhatia-Led consortium
buys Liverpool minority stake

LIVERPOOL

Bhatia expressed pride in the invest-
ment and said the consortium was
pleased to partner with FSG. He high-
lighted Liverpool’s global stature and the

Liverpool Football Club has entered into
a definitive agreement to sell a minority

equity stake to a consortium led and
managed by British-Indian busi-
nessman Amit Bhatia, marking
a significant investment in
one of England’s most
prominent football clubs.

Bhatia, 46, is the son-in-
law of Indian steel magnate
Lakshmi Mittal and leads
1892 Holdings, an invest-
ment group involved in sports
and other sectors. The consor-
tium includes K5 Sports, K5 Global
Fund, where Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
is the lead investor, and EE Capital, the
family office of Elaine and Facebook
co-founder Eduardo Saverin.

The investment will see Bhatia
and his partners acquire a minority
interest in Liverpool while working
alongside Fenway Sports Group (FSG),
the club’s existing ownership group. The
agreement does not involve a change in
control of Liverpool, with FSG continu-
ing to oversee the club.

e l.

opportunity to contribute to the club’s
future while respecting its estab-
lished identity and traditions.
The agreement brings to-
gether investors with experi-
ence across sports, technolo-
gy, finance and global busi-
ness.

Bhatia has previously been
involved in sports investments
and is expected to play a role in
the consortium’s involvement with

Liverpool.Liverpool remains one of
the most successful and globally rec-
ognised clubs in English football, with a
large international following and a strong
commercial presence. The arrival of new
minority investors is expected to strength-
en the club’s broader investment base
while allowing FSG to retain control.

The deal also highlights the growing
involvement of international investors in
English football, with prominent business
figures increasingly seeking opportunities
in the Premier League.

India must be proactive
against spin: Mathews

COLOMBO

Former Sri Lanka captain Angelo Mathews has
advised India to adopt a proactive approach
against spin as Shubman Gill’s side prepares for
a challenging assignment in Sri Lanka. Mathews
believes India will face a strong spinning attack
and must be prepared to counter it effectively.
India recently fine-tuned its skills against spin
during a three-day warm-up match against Sri
Lanka Cricket XI. However, Mathews feels the
senior Sri Lankan team presents a significantly
tougher challenge, with experienced and danger-
ous spinners capable of putting pressure on In-

dia’s batting lineup. According to Mathews,

Indian batters should avoid becoming overly

defensive and instead look for scoring oppor-
tunities from the beginning. Rotating the
strike, using the crease effectively and main-
taining positive intent could help India
prevent Sri Lanka’s spinners from
settling into a rhythm.
India’s preparations have
included considerable fo-
cus on playing spin, par-
ticularly in conditions £
where the ball can grip /7
and turn. The visitors /[

are expected to rely on their experienced batters
to handle the challenge while adapting quickly
to the conditions. The upcoming matches will
test India’s ability to maintain control against Sri
Lanka’s spin options. While India has several
technically accomplished batters, ne-
gotiating a quality spin attack in
helpful conditions could prove
crucial to the outcome of the
series. Mathews’ comments
underline the importance of
preparation and adaptability
5 for India. With Sri
" Lanka expected to
use spin as a major
weapon, India will
need patience,
positive intent
and smart
shot selec-
tion to stay
ahead.
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