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Government of Karnataka ()
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Kalyana Karnataka Region Development Board,
Kalaburagi

d

17th September 2026

Dr. G. Parameshwara

Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister
Government of Karnataka

¥18,000 Crore Grant Allocated By The Government
Of Karnataka Between 2023-24 And 2026-27

2071.85 Aarogva Aavishkara*
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Upllftment of { 638.33 ]
Minorities* . Upliftment of SC/ST

Shri D.K.Shivakumar

1000
Hon'ble Chief Minister vore ] Kalyana Patha
Government of Karnataka

Five Major Policy ( . ] [ . ] [ o

et Industrial Policy | | Tourism Policy | | Textile Policy
Initiatives Under L J
Kalvana Kar.na.taka Higher Education Policy ” Alll\igercllc;;tcgg: sglcilc\/
Economy Mission (KKEM). (

¢ Paying Homage to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, The Unifier of India. ®
Venue; Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Statue, Kalaburagi
Date and Time: September 17, 2026 | 8:45 am

o Flag Hoisting Ceremony

‘Ienue: POlice Parade Ground; Kalaburagi A glimpse from the meeting chaired by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri D. K. Shivakumar,
Date and Time: September 17, 2026 | 9:00 am

in the presence of Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister Dr. G. Parameshwara,
Hon'ble Minister for Minor Irrigation, Science & Technology, and Chairman, KKRDB, Dr. Ajay Dharam Singh

Join us in celebrating Kalyana Karnataka Utsava and our journey of progress.
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Race Course Road
stretch closed
for white-topping

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A key stretch of Race
Course Road from Maurya
Circle junction to the old
Congress office has been
closed to traffic for two
months to facilitate
white-topping work. The
restriction came into
effect on Wednesday and
is expected to affect
motorists travelling from
Majestic and KR Circle
towards Race Course
Road. The stretch
connects motorists to
Chalukya Circle, Race
Course, Kumara Krupa
and Palace Road. With the
closure, commuters will
have to use alternative
routes during the work.

Parameshwara asks DCs to speed up revenue services

Parameshwara instructs district officials to speed up citizen services, land identification and registration of youth organisations across Karnataka.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara directed Deputy
Commissioners to accelerate
welfare, land identification and
revenue-service delivery across
districts.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Revenue Minister G Paramesh-
wara on Wednesday reviewed
the progress of the Revenue De-
partment with all Deputy Com-
missioners through video con-
ference from Vidhana Soudha
and issued several instructions.

He asked officials to speed up
registration of the Bharat Jodo
Yuva Sangha, a flagship initia-
tive of the CM. The registration
process, including appointment
of mentors, had been delayed
due to technical issues. Officials

were directed to immediately
distribute application forms and
facilitate their completion. Re-
viewing the Praja Seva Abhiyan,
Parameshwara said a large num-
ber of applications related to the
Revenue Department were be-
ing received. These included
RTC corrections, phodi cases
and pension-related issues.

He said procedures relating to
RTC and phodi had already been
simplified. Officials facing diffi-
culties should consult senior of-
ficers and take necessary action
instead of delaying applications.
On providing residential sites to
the poor, he said the programme
had received a positive response
from people. He directed offi-
cials in districts where land had
not yet been iden tified to com-
plete the process by month-end.

Sanghais the Chief
Minister’s dream project.
The process of registration
and appointment of
mentors should be further
expedited.”

Deputy Chief Minister

Revenue review

Deputy Chief Minister G Parameshwara reviewed the Revenue Depart-
ment’s progress with Deputy Commissioners through video conference. He
directed officials to speed up Bharat Jodo Yuva Sangha registrations, dis-
pose of Praja Seva Abhiyan applications and complete land identification
for residential sites for the poor by September-end. Officials were also told
to resolve RTC, phodi and pension-related applications promptly and seek
guidance from senior officers wherever procedural or technical issues arise.

“The Bharat
Jodo Yuva

- G Parameshwara,

Key directions

m Bharat Jodo Yuva Sangha: Speed up regis-
tration and appointment of mentors.

= Praja Seva Abhiyan: Expedite disposal of
applications received through the campaign.

m RTC corrections: Resolve requests for
correction of land records without delay.

m Phodi cases: Use simplified procedures
and seek senior officers’ guidance wherever
required.

m Pension issues: Prioritise applications relat-
ed to pension and other revenue services.

m Sites for poor: Complete identification of
suitable land by the end of September.

= Technical support: Senior officials to assist
districts in identifying and preparing land.

Karnataka aims to become end-to-end electronics hub

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka is seeking to
strengthen its electronics eco-
system by bringing design,
manufacturing, testing and ex-
ports under one integrated in-
dustrial framework.

Minister for Large and Medi-
um Industries M.B. Patil said
the State has the talent, industri-
al base and startup ecosystem
needed to emerge as a major
global destination for electron-
ics. Speaking at the Karnataka
Electronics Leadership Summit
at Bengaluru International Exhi-
bition Centre on Tumakuru
Road, Patil said the Government
would provide necessary sup-
port to companies and investors.

“Our goal is to ensure that the
entire electronics value chain —
from design, manufacturing and
testing to exports — is carried
out within the State. The Gov-
ernment will extend all neces-
sary support towards this,” M.B.
Patil, Minister for Large and
Medium Industries, said.

The Minister said the elec-
tronics sector had become an
integral part of modern life and
Karnataka had several advan-
tages in attracting investments
in the sector. The State has more
than 20,000 chip designers and
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Karnataka’s electronics strength

m 20,000+: Chip designers
m 10,000+: Analogue engineers
m 100+: Chip-design companies
m 55%: India’s IoT startups

m 40%: India’s electronic design activity

m 10%: India’s electronics
manufacturing output

m 3: Emerging electronics
clusters — Bengaluru,
Mysuru and Hubballi-
Dharwad

ELECTRONICS PUSH

Karnataka is seeking to expand its electronics eco-
system across design, manufacturing, testing, com-
ponents and exports. The State has a strong pool of

chip and analogue engineers and hosts more than 100
chip-design companies. Bengaluru, Mysuru and Hub-
balli-Dharwad are being developed as industry clusters.
The Government has also assured support to MSMEs,
startups, investors and industry partners working to
strengthen electronics manufacturing and semicon-
ductor supply chains across the State.

“ “Our goal is to ensure that
the entire electronics
value chain — from design,
manufacturing and testing to
exports —is carried out within the
State. The Government will extend
all necessary support towards this.”

- M.B. Patil, Minister for Large
and Medium Industries

over 10,000 analogue engineers.
More than 100 companies are
engaged in chip design, while
Karnataka accounts for 55% of
the country’s 10T startups.
Major companies, including
Foxconn, Wistron, AT&S, Ap-
plied Materials, Centum,
Kaynes, Tata Electronics, Texas
Instruments and Delta Electron-
ics, have established a presence
in Karnataka. Patil said Bengal-
uru, Mysuru and Hubballi-Dhar-
wad were being developed as
electronics industry clusters,
considering their long-term po-
tential. Patil assured full support
to MSMEs, startups, investors
and industry partners involved
in electronics manufacturing,
component production and
semiconductor supply chains.
After the summit, the Minis-
ter visited the exhibition and
interacted with representatives
of participating organisations to
learn about their products.

Fake astrologer allegedly
dupes woman of 340 lakh gold

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 62-year-old woman has
complained to police that a
man posing as an astrologer
allegedly collected her gold
jewellery worth about 340
lakh for performing puja and
later failed to return it.

Shantamma, a resident of
Byatarayanapura, approached
the Byatarayanapura police
against Venkatesh, who is re-
portedly absconding. Accord-
ing to the complaint, Ven-
katesh knew the woman and
practised astrology near Vic-
toria Hospital, where she fre-
quently visited.

Police said the accused al-
legedly gained her confidence
before visiting her home to
conduct a Chowdeshwari
Puja. He allegedly told her
that keeping and worshipping
gold ornaments at his resi-
dence would protect her fam-
ily from negative influences.

Over nearly a year, Ven-
katesh allegedly collected her
ornaments on new moon and
full moon days, taking jewel-

lery worth around %40 lakh.

The alleged fraud came to
light when Shantamma sought
the return of her jewellery for
Varamahalakshmi festival cel-
ebrations on August 19. Ac-
cording to the complaint, Ven-
katesh claimed he had suf-
fered a serious accident and
sent her a video showing a
person apparently lying in a
hospital with a head injury.

He subsequently switched
off his phone. When Shan-
tamma showed the video to
her children, they suspected it
had been generated using ar-
tificial intelligence.

The family then approached
the police, following which a
case was registered. Police
are searching for Venkatesh
and investigating the circum-
stances surrounding the col-
lection of the jewellery and
the alleged use of the Al-gen-
erated video.

The whereabouts of the
jewellery have not yet been
established. Police said fur-
ther investigation is under-
way.

Bittu Tal

pahi joins

Turahalli Forest cleanup

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Environmental activist Suren-
dra Singh Choudhary, popular-
ly known as Bittu Tabahi,
joined a volunteer-led cleanup
drive at Turahalli Forest.

Madhya Pradesh environ-
mental activist Surendra Singh
Choudhary, popularly known
as Bittu Tabahi, extended his
cleanliness campaign to Ben-
galuru by participating in a
waste- clearing drive at Tura-
halli Forest in Banashankari 6th
Stage. Choudhary, 21, gained
widespread attention for his ef-
forts to clean the heavily pollut-
ed Ajnar River in Biaora, Mad-
hya Pradesh. He docume nted
the campaign on social media,
sharing visuals of the river be-
fore and after the cleanup.

In Bengaluru, Choudhary
joined local residents, civic
groups, volunteers and envi-
ronmentalist A.N. Yellappa
Reddy in clearing waste from
the periphery of Turahalli For-
est. According to reports, the
team removed around two
tonnes of waste during the

FARM LOAN RELIEF

drive.

More than 100 people re-
portedly participated in the
campaign, which aimed to ad-
dress the accumulation of gar-
bage along the forest boundary
and create awareness about
responsible waste disposal.
During the cleanup, the team
reportedly found various
forms of discarded waste, in-
cluding medical waste and an-
imal carcasses. The findings
raised concerns over improper
dumping in and around the
forest area.

Choudhary first attracted at-
tention after beginning his
Ajnar River cleanup campaign
on Republic Day. His efforts
later received support from the
Biaora municipal corporation,
which deployed heavy ma-
chinery to remove accumulat-
ed waste and plastic from the
river. His work also drew in-
ternational attention. Boyan
Slat, founder and CEO of The
Ocean Cleanup, publicly invit-
ed Choudhary to work with
the organisation after seeing
his cleanup activities online.

Women’s night-shift safety
covered under OSH Rules

CH NEWS,BENGALURU

The Karnataka Labour Depart-
ment has clarified that safety
safeguards for women work-
ing night shifts remain in force
under the State’s Occupational
Safety, Health and Working
Conditions (OSH) Rules.

The clarification came after
the Karnataka State IT/ITeS
Employees’ Union (KITU)
raised objections to the dele-
tion of several provisions from
the Karnataka Shops and
Commercial Establishments
Act, 1961. The union had al-
leged that the changes could
affect safeguards such as driv-
er verification, authorised
pick-up and drop routes and
confidentiality of women em-
ployees’ contact details.

The Labour Department said
the provisions were not with-
drawn but incorporated into
the OSH Rules following
amendments to the Shops and
Commercial Establishments
Act through a September 4,
2026 notification.

“The removal of such provi-
sions from the Shops and
Commercial Establishments
Act does not mean that safety
protections for women em-
ployees have been with-
drawn,” the Labour Depart-
ment said.

Under the amended frame-
work, establishments employ-
ing fewer than 10 workers will

Night-shift safeguards

m \Written consent of women employees is
mandatory for night work.

What the
OSHRules
provide

Women working
night shifts must
give written con-
sent and receive

free transport to

and from home.
Workplaces must

m Free and adequate transport must be
provided to and from their residences.

have adequate
lighting, nearby

m Workplaces and passages to toilets
and other facilities must be adequately

illuminated.

toilets and drink-
ing-water facil-
ities,and CCTV
surveillance on

m CCTV surveillance must be provided on
routes leading to toilets and washrooms.

routes to these fa-
cilities. Emergency

m Emergency telephone numbers must be
prominently displayed at workplaces and

in transport vehicles.

contact numbers
must be displayed
prominently. At

m At least four women employees must be

on duty at a workplace.

least four women
must be on duty

m Safe, secure and healthy working condi-

tions must be ensured.

at a workplace.
Employers must
ensure safe

m Applicable provisions of the Sexual
Harassment of \Women at Workplace Act

must be followed.

working condi-
tions and comply
with applicable

m Maternity benefit provisions must be

complied with.

continue to come under the
Karnataka Shops and Com-
mercial Establishments Act.
Establishments with 10 or

maternity benefit
and sexuval-ha-
rassment laws.

more workers, subject to appli-
cability, will be governed by
the OSH Code and corre-
sponding State Rules.

Use CSR funds for rural
infrastructure: Shivalingegowda

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Excise Minister K.M. Shivalin-
gegowda on Wednesday called
for greater use of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds for infrastructure and es-
sential services in rural areas.

Speaking at a meeting with
distillery owners and senior of-
ficials at Vikas Soudha,
Shivalin gegowda said CSR
funds should be channelled to-
wards projects that directly
benefit rural communities.

He suggested using the funds
for drainage infrastructure,
schools, colleges, hospitals and
the purchase of medical equip-
ment. Such targeted spending
would ensure that CSR funds
are utilised effectively and ad-

dress key infrastructure re-
quirements in rural areas, he
said.

Shivalingegowda, who is
also the Hassan district in-
charge Minister, chaired the
meeting to discuss develop-
ment programmes that could be
taken up under CSR initiatives.
The Minister also directed Ex-
cise Department officials to
strengthen measures against the
production and supply of illicit
liquor.

He said consumers must be
provided with good-quality li-
quor and called for strict en-
forcement to prevent illegal
manufacturing and distribution.

Officials were instructed to
identify tax evaders and take
stringent action against those

violating tax regulations. The
Minister particularly flagged the
illegal movement of liquor from
Goa into Karnataka. He said
Class A liquor was allegedly be-
ing brought from Goa and sold
illegally in the State and directed
officials to take steps to curb the
practice. “Class A liquor is being
brought from Goa and sold ille-
gally in Karnataka. This must be
curbed.” K.M. Shivalingegow-
da, Excise Minister, said. He
stressed the need for effective
monitoring and enforcement to
prevent revenue loss to the State
and ensure compliance with ex-
cise regulations.

The meeting was attended by
distillery owners and officials
concerned with the Excise De-
partment.

Drought-hit farmers get loan repayment relief

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The State Level Bankers” Com-
mittee has approved a repay-
ment relief package to ease the
financial burden on farmers in
drought-hit areas.

The package provides a
12-month moratorium on agri-
cultural and allied loan repay-
ments and extends the overall
repayment period depending on
the severity of drought.

The State Government has
de clared 101 taluks across 24
districts as drought-hit, with 89
cla ssified as severely drought-
hit and 12 as moderately

ricultural and allied loans, in-
cluding those for dairy, sericul-
ture and fisheries. Farmers in
moderately drought-hit taluks
will get up to 36 months for
repayment, while those in se-
verely drought-hit taluks will

vide necessary support to farm-
ers affected by drought, while
banks have been directed to
ensure timely implementation,”
Chief Secretary, Karnataka
Government, said.

Banks will also provide fresh

LOAN RELIEF

m 101: Drought-hit taluks
1 24; Districts covered

u 89: Severely drought-hit taluks

m 12: Moderately drought-hit taluks

m 12 months: Repayment mora-
torium

1 36 months: Repayment period in
moderate drought areas

1 60 months: Repayment period in
severe drought areas

u October 11: Deadline to imple-
ment relief

m January 9, 2027: Deadline for

urgent requirements. The relief
framework will automatically
apply if additional taluks are
declared drought-hit in future,
without requiring another
SLBC meeting. The package is
to be implemented by October
11, within 45 days of the
drought declaration. Banks
have been directed to complete
the entire relief process by Jan-
uary 9, 2027.

Canara Bank, the SLBC con-
vener, will upload the final
minutes of the meeting on the
relevant portals by September
26.A strict zero-tolerance poli-
cy against forced recovery

High refill, deposit costs
deter 10-kg LPG buyers

BENGALURU

The steep price gap between
standard and smaller LPG cyl-
inders is discouraging consum-
ers from choosing the 10-kg
option in Karnataka. State-
owned oil companies have
been promoting 10-kg LPG
cylinders as new 14.2-kg do-
mestic connections remain un-
available amid supply con-
straints following the West
Asia war. However, distribu-
tors said consumers are reluc-
tant to switch because a 10-kg
refill costs ¥1,700-1,800, com-

higher at 33,000 against
%2,200. More than 36,000 ap-
plications for new LPG con-
nections are pending across
Karnataka. Distributors said
some consumers are opting for
induction stoves instead, par-

drought-hit. The relief covers  get up to 60 months. loans to farmers, subject to completing the process from farmers has also been or- | pared with R945 for a 14.2-kg  ticularly beneficiaries of the
Kisan Cre dit Card (KCC), ag- “The relief package will pro-  their existing norms, based on dered during the current year. cylinder. The deposit is also  Gruha Jyothi scheme.
L X X X / X X X J L X X X J L X X X J L X X X |
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CENTRE HIKES EPFO WAGE CEILING
=

The EPFO wage
ceiling remained
unchanged from
2004 to 2014, before
being substantially
enhanced to
Rs15,000in
September 2014.

NEW DELHI

The Union Government has
raised the monthly wage ceil-
ing for Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
coverage to Rs 25,000 from Rs
15,000, Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said at a Cabinet
briefing on Wednesday.

The govern-
ment will spend
around Rs
11,339 crore
every year as
part of the move,
which is aimed at
widening social security cov-
erage for employees.

Vaishnaw said the broader
coverage would provide great-
er stability to employees and
help employers retain their
workforce.

The decision raises the wage
threshold used for EPFO cov-
erage by Rs 10,000 a month,
expanding the pool of employ-
ees eligible for the benefit.

What does this mean?
The change will bring employ-
ees earning between Rs 15,000

REVISION HIGHLIGHTS

New wage cap: Mandatory con-
tribution threshold raised from
Rs 15,000 to Rs 25,000 per
month.

Added workers: Over 51 lakh
new employees will join manda-
tory EPFO coverage.

PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHTS

- Expenditure Finance Committee rec-
ommended the proposal.

+ Meeting took place on June 16, 2026.

« Annual government expenditure esti-
mated at Rs 11,339 crore.

- Total five-year cost reaches

Rs 56,696 crore.
L ; ; Past changes: The limit was
« EPFO administers major provident

remaining unchanged for a dec-

« Labour Ministry will implement cabi- ade from 2004.

net decisions.

What this means for employees & employers

Broader protection: Employees earning between
15K and 25K now automatically receive mandatory PF,
pension, and insurance benefits

Retirement corpus: Workers build larger long-term
savings through higher mandatory contribution.

Take-home pay: Employees newly-captured under the raised
limit may see a slight drop in monthly take-home pay due to
the standard 12% basic wage deduction,

Employer costs: Companies face higher statutory
matching costs for a larger pool of eligible staff.

and Rs 25,000 a month within
the mandatory social security
framework. In practical terms,
more workers will now be cov-
ered by the formal retirement
and social security system in-
stead of having to remain out-
side mandatory EPF coverage
because their wages exceed the
earlier ceiling.

For eligible employees, the
expanded coverage means ac-
cess to provident fund savings,
pension protection and insur-
ance cover, subject to the ap-
plicable scheme provisions. It
also makes these statutory ben-
efits available to a larger sec-

tion of the formal workforce.

Over 51 lakh more
employees to benefit

The government expects the
higher wage ceiling to bring
more than 51 lakh additional
employees under mandatory
social security coverage. The
proposal was moved by the
Ministry of Labour and Em-
ployment and approved by the
Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Modi.

What benefits are covered?
The expanded framework will
provide access to the Employ-

ees' Provident Fund, pension
benefits under the Employees'
Pension Scheme (EPS) and in-
surance protection under the
Employees' Deposit Linked
Insurance Scheme (EDLI),
subject to applicable provi-
sions.

Why was ceiling revised?

The EPFO wage ceiling was
last revised in September
2014, when it was increased to
Rs 15,000. Before that, the
ceiling had remained un-
changed between 2004 and
2014. The government said the
latest revision takes into ac-
count sustained wage growth,
rising incomes and the expan-
sion of formal employment
over the intervening period.

What will it cost the govt?

The annual government expen-
diture following the enhance-
ment is estimated at Rs 11,339
crore, compared with existing
annual budgetary support of
around Rs 10,250 crore. Over
five years, the estimated expen-
diture is around Rs 56,696 crore.

EPFO in numbers

EPFO currently administers
the Employees' Provident
Fund, Employees' Pension
Scheme and Employees' De-
posit Linked Insurance
Scheme.

According to the latest
EPFO data cited by the gov-
ernment, EPFO has around
7.98 crore contributing mem-
bers across about 7.68 lakh
contributing establishments.
The EPS provides pension
benefits to around 82 lakh
pensioners.

BENGALURU

AICC General Secretary K C
Venugopal on Wednesday said
the Congress has taken serious
note of the SIR of electoral
rolls underway in Karnataka
and is "very vigilant" against
alleged malpractices in the
poll process.

Raising concerns over the
"genuineness" of the deletion
of names from electoral rolls
in the state, he accused the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre of "manip-
ulating elections" through the
Election Commission.

Venugopal, who is in charge
of the Congress' organisation
at the national level, along
with AICC General Secretary
in charge of Karnataka Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala, CM D
K Shivakumar and KPCC
chief B K Hariprasad, held
meetings with party leaders,
office-bearers and DCC pres-

~Z_aoriem =

Cong ‘very vigilant’ on SIR in K’t

BJP s fighting against us using CBI, ED,
IT, and now unfortunately the ECl has
joined the list, too. The number of votes
being deleted in Karnataka is somewhat
surprising; around 23% of total voters
have been deleted from the voter list.

"We had a meeting regard-
ing Special Intensive Revi-
sion in Karnataka. BJP is
fighting against us using CBI,
ED, IT, and now unfortunate-
ly the Election Commission

KC Venugopal, AICC General Secretary

of India has joined the list,
too. The number of votes be-
ing deleted in Karnataka is
somewhat surprising; around
23% of total voters have been
deleted from the voter list,"
Venugopal said.

Speaking to reporters here,

he said nobody would have
any problem if the deletions
were genuine. However, he
said the actions of the Elec-
tion Commission, especially
over the last three to four
years, had raised concerns that

aka: KCV

the deletions might not be
genuine.

Alleging that about 50 lakh
voters were deleted in West
Bengal ahead of the elections
there, the Congress leader
said, "We understand the mo-
tive of the Election Commis-
sion behind carrying out this
SIR exercise."

"Our party today took a
very serious note. I'm request-
ing the CM, who is here, as
state government officers are
deployed as BLOs—we don't
want any undue favouritism
from the commission or offi-
cials or agencies. We want a
free and fair play from the
Election Commission of India.
I think the Karnataka govern-
ment will also ensure that
those trying to cause mischief
through SIR will pay the
price.” One can win an election
with the mandate of the people,
but one cannot win with "vote
chori", he said.

Man, daughter hacked to death
over property dispute in Belagavi

BELAGAVI

A retired soldier and his daugh-
ter were hacked to death over a
property dispute allegedly by
his brothers on the gram pan-
chayat (GP) premises at Avara-
di village in Chennamman Kit-
tur taluk of Belagavi district on
Wednesday.

Rudrappa Kundargi (60), a
native of Avaradi who was re-
siding in Dharwad, had come
to the GP along with his
daughter Shashikala (25) and
another person, Rahul Lokha-
nde, to enquire about the title
documents of a house for which
he had submitted an application
as per court orders which were
in his favour.

He was involved in a proper-
ty dispute with his brothers
who allegedly did not want to
part with land as Rudrappa was
settled in Dharwad.

Rudrappa’s brothers Basappa | BENGALURU
Kundargi and Sangappa Kund-
argi and his nephew Madi-
walappa Basappa Kundargi,
who learnt that he had come to
the gram panchayat office for
property-related work, arrived
on premises and allegedly
hacked him to death using a
sickle and other sharp weapons.

Shashikala, who came to the
rescue of her father, was beaten
up. The suspects cut off her
braid and hacked her to death
using a sickle. Rahul, who tried
to help the victims, was severe-
ly injured in the attack.

SP K Ramarajan told report-
ers that the double murder took
place in the presence of the
Panchayat Development Offi-
cer and GP staff and many had
also made videos of it. Property
dispute had led to the incident.
Rudrappa had come to get the
court orders executed.

In a major boost for San-
dalwood, veteran actor
Anant Nag will be con-
ferred the prestigious Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award
2024 for his contribution
to Indian cinema and an
illustrious cinematic jour-
ney that has inspired gen-
erations.

The Press Information
Burcau on Wednesday
made the announcement.

Sharing the announce-
ment, PIB said, “On the
recommendation of the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award
Selection Committee, the
Government of India is
pleased to announce that
the Actor will be con-
ferred the prestigious Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award
2024 for his contribution

erations.”
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi congratulated
the veteran actor and
said, “For several de-
cades, his effortless
performances, re-
markable versatili-
ty and brilliance
have left a very
strong mark on In-
dian cinema, par-
ticularly Kannada
cinema. In whichev- §
er role he has played, |
he brought rare depth
and authenticity.”
The award will be pre- 4
sented at the 72nd Na-
tional Film Awards
ceremony on Sep- 4
tember 22, 2026,
in Kevadia, Gu-

to Indian cinema and an  jarat.
illustrious cinematic jour- The Dadasaheb Phalke
ney that has inspired gen-  Award is the highest hon-

our in Indian cinema,
recognising outstanding
contributions to the

Tax policy debate must go
beyond sectoral interests: FM

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman calls for
independent tax research
in public debate and urges
tax professionals to put
national interest first.

v
NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman has called
for greater public discussion
around independent tax policy
research, stressing that de-
bates on taxation should ex-
tend beyond the interests of
individual sectors.

Speaking at the Eighth In-
ternational Tax Conference on
‘New Age Taxation’, organ-
ised by the International Tax
Research and Analysis Founda-
tion, Sitharaman said tax pro-
fessionals have a wider role to
play in shaping the country's
tax policy discourse.

The Finance Minister said
discussions on taxation
should not remain limited to
the concerns of particular in-
dustries or professional
groups. She urged tax experts
to take a broader view while
contributing to policy discus-
sions.

"A mature tax policy debate
must go beyond sectoral con-
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National interest first: Tax
proposals should prioritize

broader economic goals over nar-
row sectoral demands.

Space sector & compliance:
Lenient taxation should apply to
space innovation while commer-

cial activities face taxation,
alongside ongoing rationaliza-
tion of TDS/TCS provisions and

reduced criminal liabilities.

Treaties & research: India has
updated key tax treaties regard-
ing capital gains, and independ-
ent bodies like ITRAF are encour-
aged to amplify their researchin
mainstream policy discourse.

siderations," she said, urging
tax professionals to "rise
above sectoral consideration
and put nation first."

Her comments come at a
time when taxation and regu-
latory changes are increasing-
ly being discussed not just by
businesses and professionals,
but also in the wider public
sphere.

Govtrationalises

TDS and TCSrules
Sitharaman also highlighted
changes made by the govern-
ment to provisions concerning
Tax Deducted at Source
(TDS) and Tax Collected at
Source (TCS).

According to the Finance
Minister, the government has
consciously worked towards
simplifying and rationalising
these provisions. This in-
cludes increasing the thresh-
olds applicable to certain re-
quirements and reducing
criminal consequences associ-
ated with tax-related provi-
sions. The changes are aimed
at making compliance require-
ments more proportionate
while easing some of the bur-
dens associated with India's
tax framework.

Sitharaman also spoke
about India's approach to tax-
ation involving cross-border
transactions and investments.

She said India had renegoti-
ated its tax treaties with Mau-
ritius, Singapore and Cyprus.
The objective, according to
the Finance Minister, was to
restore India's right to tax cap-
ital gains at the source.

Tax treaties play an import-
ant role in determining how
income and gains involving
residents and entities across
different countries are taxed.

CM to launch Rs 1,775 cr
projects in Kalaburagi today

KALABURAGI

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar will launch development
projects worth X1,775.41 crore
across the seven districts of
Kalyana Karnataka during his
two-day visit to Kalaburagi.

Home, IT-BT and e-Gover-
nance Minister Priyank
Kharge, who is also the district
in-charge minister, announced
the programme at a __
press conference in Ka- |
laburagi on Wednes- |
day. Shivakumar will |
hoist the national flag
and address the Kalya-
na Karnataka Utsav at
the Police Parade
Ground on September
17, marking the 79th year of
the region’s integration with
the Indian Union.

Kharge said the Chief Min-
ister would first pay floral trib-
utes to the statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel at SVP Cir-
cle at 8.30 am before proceed-
ing to the Police Parade
Ground.

The development package
includes foundation-laying for
557 projects costing X1,071.56
crore and inauguration of 244

_ CINEWATICLEGACY |
Kannada legend Anant Nag wins Dadasaheb Phalke Award

completed projects executed at
a cost of 3703.85 crore, he
said.

On the drought situation,
Kharge said the State could
declare drought only in accor-
dance with the guidelines of
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (NDRF).

He said the government
would monitor rainfall for an-
other two weeks, obtain re-
ports from districts and
~ decide on further ac-
~ tion. He urged BJP
leaders to press the
Union government to

?*J‘ simplify NDRF guide-
- lines and provide relief

to drought-hit farmers.
He said the State had
repeatedly requested changes
to the existing norms, which
he claimed were causing diffi-
culties for farmers.

He also criticised the BJP
over the Vande Mataram con-
troversy, alleging that the issue
was being used to divert atten-
tion from drought and unem-
ployment.

GESCOM Chairman
Praveen Patil Harawal and
MLC Tippannappa Kamaknur
were present.

Gold mine
collapse kills 69
in war-torn Sudan

CAIRO

At least 69 people have been
killed in a gold mine collapse
in a remote part of Sudan, ac-
cording to survivors and a
medical group, in the latest
tragedy in a country devastat-
ed by war.

Survivors said the collapse
took place at the al-Zara gold
mine in Nuhud in West
Kordofan province, an area
controlled by the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces, or
RSF, which has been fighting
the Sudanese military for
more than three years.

The Sudan Doctors Net-
work, a medical group track-
ing the war in Sudan, said
the toll could rise as rescu-
ers continued to search for
people trapped under the
rubble.

The Kordofan Observatory
monitoring group said at
least 70 miners were killed
or missing at the site, which
stretches over one-km across
a wide area of fragile, sandy
soil. It described the miners as
informal and unregulated
workers.

Anant Nag's career

growth and
s develop-
ment of
the in-

Born on September 4, 1948, Anant
Nag is a veteran Kannada actor whose
career spans more than five decades.
He has acted in over 300 films, includ-
ing more than 250 Kannada films. He
made his Kannada film debut with
Sankalp (1973), while Shyam Benegal's
Ankur (1974) marked his first Hindi film.
He was also part of Doordarshan's icon-

try. ic television series Malgudi Days. Nag
has received five Karnataka State Best
Actor Awards and five Filmfare Awards.
He was conferred the Padma Bhushan
in 2025 for his contribution to Indian
cinema. He marked 50 years in cinema
in 2023. His commercially successful
Kannada films include Bayalu Daari
(1976), Benkiya Bale (1983), Mungaru
Male (2006), Godhi Banna Sadharana
| Mykattu (2016), KGF: Chapter 1 (2018),
KGF: Chapter 2 (2022), Gaalipata 2
(2022) and many others.

Modi congratulates
Anant Nag

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi congratulated
Anant Nag. He wrote,
"Congratulations to the
legendary Anant Nag Ji on
being conferred the Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award.
For several decades, his
effortless performances,
remarkable versatility and
brilliance have left a very
strong mark on Indian
cinema, particularly Kan-
nada cinema. In which-
ever role he has played,
he brought rare depth
and authenticity. This is
indeed a richly deserved
honour for a truly distin-
guished artist."
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 Kittur Utsav to be held
~on Mysuru Dasara lines

This plan transforms Kittur Utsav into a major cultural
festival while empowering local artists and groups.

Israeli national
detained in Honnavar
forvisa violation

KARWAR
Honnavar police detained
an Israeli national for al-
legedly staying in India ille-
gally after his visa expired.
The foreign national was
identified as Marchavi As-
saf. Police said Assaf’s visa
expired in April 2025, but
he continued travelling
across India without re-
vealing his identity. He was
detained at Haladipur in
Honnavar taluk while re-
portedly walking from
Gokarna towards
Murudeshwar. Police sub-
sequently sent him to the
Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office (FRRO) in
Bengaluru. FRRO officials
are expected to initiate fur-
ther legal proceedings re-
garding his stay in India af-
ter the expiry of his visa.

Free medical camp
at Welfare Hospital
onSept20

BHATKAL
Welfare Hospital in Bhat-
kal will organise a free
medical check-up camp
on September 20, offering
residents an opportunity to
undergo health examina-
tions. The camp is aimed
at providing accessible
medical services to people
in and around Bhatkal.
Residents can attend the
programme and make use
of the available health
check-up facilities. Organ-
isers have invited the pub-
lic to participate in the
camp and benefit from the
medical services. The pro-
gramme will be held at
Welfare Hospital, Bhatkal.
People seeking routine
health checks can attend
the camp on September
20. Further details about
the services and timings
can be obtained from Wel-
fare Hospital.

Applications invited
for financial
assistance schemes

GADAG
Online applications have
been invited from eligible
members of the Veerashai-
va-Lingayat community un-
der Category llI-B to avail fi-
nancial assistance through
various development
schemes during 2026-27.
The schemes include Basa-
va Belagu, Videsha Vidya
Vikasa, Jeevajala, Kayaka
Kirana, Swavalambi Sarathi
and Swatantrya Amruta
Mahotsava Munnade Yoja-
na. Eligible beneficiaries
can submit their applica-
tions online by September
30. The schemes aim to
provide financial support
for education, self-employ-
ment, livelihood and other
developmental needs of
community members. For
more information, appli-
cants can contact the Dis-
trict Manager of the Karna-
taka Veerashaiva Lingayat
Development Corporation
at the D. Devaraj Urs Back-
ward Classes Development
Corporation District Office,
District Administration
Building, Room 202, Gadag.

BELAGAVI

The Karnataka government
plans to organise the Kittur
Utsav on the lines of Mysuru
Dasara, with Public Works
and Belagavi District In-
charge Minister Satish
Jarkiholi announcing a three-
day celebration from
October 23.

The government has pro-
posed an allocation of Rs 5
crore for the festival, which
commemorates the legacy of
Kittur Rani Chennamma and
her resistance against British
rule. The event is expected to
include cultural programmes
and other activities highlight-
ing the history and heritage of
Kittur.

Minister Satish Jarkiholi
said efforts would be made to
give the festival a larger and
more organised format. The
plan is aimed at developing
Kittur Utsav into a major cul-
tural event while providing a
platform for local artists and
cultural groups.

The three-day festival will

Kitturfestival set
for October 23

Karnataka plans a three-
day festival starting
October 23, backed by a
5-crore rupee allocation.
This event honors Rani
Chennamma’s historical
struggle against British
rule, featuring cultural
performances and her-
itage programs orga-
nized by government
authorities to celebrate
regional history.

begin on October 23, with
preparations expected to in-
volve various government
departments and local author-
ities. Officials are likely to
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finalise the programme sched-
ule and other arrangements
ahead of the celebrations.

The announcement comes
as the government seeks to
give greater prominence to
Kittur’s historical importance.
Kittur, associated with Rani
Chennamma’s struggle
against British rule, has a sig-
nificant place in Karnataka’s
history. The proposed format
is expected to bring together
cultural performances, public
events and programmes cen-
tred on the region’s heritage.

The Rs 5-crore allocation
will support arrangements for
the three-day celebration. Fur-
ther details about the pro-
grammes, venues and partici-
pating artists are expected to
be announced as preparations
progress.

Davanagere farmers oppose
Upper Bhadra water release

DAVANAGERE

The agitation over Bhadra
Reservoir water has intensi-
fied in Davanagere, with
farmers strongly opposing
the release of 3 TMC of wa-
ter to the Upper Bhadra proj-
ect in Chitradurga district.
Farmers say their coconut,
sugarcane and arecanut crops
are drying up because of pro-
longed lack of rainfall.

Farmers blocked National
Highway 48, demanding im-
mediate release of Bhadra
water to canals serving the
command area. They alleged
that the government released
water to Upper Bhadra with-
out convening the Irrigation
Consultative Committee
(ICC) meeting. BJP leaders,
including former minister
Renukacharya, joined the
protest.

Tension rose when police
stopped protesters from
cooking food on the roadside
as part of their agitation.
Several leaders and farmers
were taken into preventive
custody. During the confron-
tation, farmer Shivayogi and
Police Inspector Suresh
Sagari were injured. The de-
tention of the protesters fur-

v %

BJP leaders, led by
former minister
Renukacharya, protested
the government for
releasing Upper Bhadra
water without consulting
the ICC.

HIGHLIGHTS

m Police stopped roadside
cooking during protest.

m Preventive custody
sparked intense farmer
anger.

m Clash left one farmer and
inspector injured.

m Protesters demanded
water for parched crops.

m | eaders clashed over
releasing reservoir water.

m Water allocation dispute
intensified in Davanagere.

ther angered farmers gath-
ered at the site.

Farmer leaders said the sit-
uation had become critical as
reservoirs and tanks had
dried up and arecanut planta-
tions were suffering. They
demanded water for standing
crops and drinking purposes.
Farmer leader Kolenahalli
Satish said releasing water to
Upper Bhadra without an
ICC meeting was improper
and accused the authorities
of suppressing a peaceful
protest.

However, another group
led by former minister S.A.
Ravindranath has opposed
releasing water at this stage.
The group argued that the
time for paddy transplanta-
tion has passed and the avail-
able water should instead be
conserved for summer crops.
The Bharatiya Raitha Okkuta
has also urged authorities to
protect farmers’ interests.
The conflicting demands
have intensified the dispute
over Bhadra water allocation
in Davanagere.

Amit Shah to
visit Karnataka
on Sep 18-19

HUBBALLI

Training held to review Gruha
Lakshmi benef1c1arles

KOPPAL

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is scheduled to visit
Karnataka for two days on
September 18 and 19. He is
expected to arrive in Hub-
balli at around 10 pm on
September 18 and stay at a
private hotel.

On September 19, Shah
will inaugurate a newly con-
structed 1,500-bed high-tech
hospital and a new medical
college building of the
KLE Society at Gabbur By-
pass on the outskirts of Hub-
balli. The programmes are
expected to draw several
senior BJP leaders and local
representatives.

Later in the evening, Shah
will travel to Yaksamba vil-
lage in Chikkodi taluk of
Belagavi district. He will
inaugurate the new building
of the Biareshwara Co-oper-
ative Credit Society, associ-
ated with MLA Shashikala
Jolle and former MP Anna-
saheb Jolle.

The visit comes amid po-
litical discussions following
the recent Enforcement Di-
rectorate raid involving Kar-
nataka Minister Satish Jarki-
holi. Shah’s scheduled
programme in Belagavi dis-
trict, which is Jarkiholi’s
home district, has attracted
attention among political
observers.

The Jarkiholi brothers and
the Jolle family have previ-
ously worked together in the
DCC Bank election, with
Annasaheb Jolle becoming
DCC Bank president with
their support. Several BJP
leaders are expected to re-
main in Hubballi during
Shah’s visit. However, the
scheduled programmes are
official engagements, while
political interpretations sur-
rounding the visit remain a
matter of discussion.

Six DJ operators booked over
Ganesha procession rules

HUBBALLI

Police have registered cases against six DJ owners and opera-
tors in Hubballi-Dharwad for allegedly violating rules on the
use of loudspeakers and DJ systems during Ganesha idol pro-

cessions.

The cases have been registered in Hubballi APMC and in
Dharwad’s Vidyagiri and Shahar police station limits. Officials
said the action was taken over alleged violations of noise pol-
lution regulations during the processions. The move has drawn
criticism from opposition BJP leaders.

Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly R. Ashoka
strongly questioned the action and asked whether similar notic-
es had been issued to mosques over the use of loudspeakers for
the Azaan. He also alleged that restrictions were being applied
selectively. Ashoka said such actions could create resentment
among people and criticised the state government over its ap-

proach.

Meanwhile, Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Council
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy also criticised the registration of
cases against DJ operators. He alleged that the government was
targeting Hindu festivals and questioned whether similar action
would be taken against other religious events.

A district-level training pro-
gramme for trainers on the
review and verification pro-
cess of the state govern-
ment’s Gruha Lakshmi
scheme was held at J.H.
Patel Hall of the Zilla Pan-
chayat in Koppal on
Wednesday.

Reddy Srinivasa, Chair-
man of the District-Level
Guarantee Schemes Imple-
mentation Authority, said the
review process aims to en-
sure that all eligible women
continue to receive the
scheme’s benefits while
preventing ineligible benefi-
ciaries from receiving
payments. He stressed
the need for transparency
during the verification
process.

More than 3.20 lakh wom-
en in Koppal district are cur-
rently benefiting from the
scheme. Around %60 crore to
63 crore is being trans-
ferred directly to beneficia-
ries’ bank accounts every

month, while approximately
%1,960 crore has been cred-
ited to beneficiaries in the
district so far.

Srinivasa said re-verifica-
tion was necessary to ad-
dress technical problems
faced during applications,
income-tax-related discrep-
ancies and bank account is-
sues. Payments to deceased
beneficiaries also need to be
stopped, with around 7,086
such cases identified. He di-
rected Anganwadi workers
and officials to ensure that
no eligible woman is exclud-
ed while preventing imper-
sonation and payments to
ineligible beneficiaries.

He said around %90
lakh that had been credited
to ineligible or deceased
beneficiaries in Koppal

district had been recovered
and returned to the govern-
ment. He also asked officials
to identify women who
had used scheme funds
to establish small businesses
or livelihoods and
document their success
stories.

Deputy Director Amaresha
Havina said the verification
work must be completed and
reported to the government
within one month. Anganwa-
di workers will serve as
field-level enumerators and
have been trained to carry
out the task responsibly. Of-
ficials were also instructed
to coordinate with district
and taluk-level Guarantee
Implementation Committees
to complete the exercise ef-
fectively.

Jagalur MLA warns
minister over remarks

DAVANAGERE

Jagalur MLA B. Devendrappa
has strongly criticised district
in-charge minister S.S. Mal-
likarjun over alleged remarks
targeting first-time MLAs. De-
vendrappa said he was deeply
hurt by comments suggesting
that young legislators lacked
political experience and
warned that he would not tol-
erate statements affecting his
self-respect.

According to Devendrappa,
Mallikarjun made the alleged
remarks while speaking at a
public service programme in
Honnali. The minister report-
edly said that “the milk on
their lips has not dried” and
“the flesh on their heads has
not set.” Reacting to this, De-
vendrappa questioned whether
it was appropriate to speak
about an elected representative
in such a manner.

Devendrappa also alleged
that the remarks were linked to
his Dalit background. He said
he had earned his Assembly
victory through his own efforts
and secured the Jagalur seat by

a margin of 874 votes. He re-
called his work in strengthen-
ing the Congress organisation
in the constituency and
claimed that he and his son
helped unite party workers
during the Lok Sabha election.
The MLA further alleged
that Jagalur was being neglect-
ed in development matters. He
said the welfare of people in
his constituency was more im-
portant to him than political
positions. Devendrappa ques-
tioned why adequate attention
was not being given to Jagalur
and demanded a clarification
from Mallikarjun.
Devendrappa said he re-
spected Mallikarjun and his
family but maintained that he
would not compromise on his
dignity. He said he planned to
meet Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah along with former
MLAs from different parties
and farmer leaders to raise the
constituency’s concerns. He
also urged the minister to ad-
dress the allegations of neglect
and ensure that Jagalur re-
ceives appropriate attention in
development works.

NWKRTC bans Ganesh festival prasada preparation

HUBBALLI

The North Western Karnataka
Road Transport Corporation
(NWKRTC) has issued an or-
der prohibiting the preparation
of prasada using firewood or
gas at its depots, workshops
and bus stations during the Ga-
nesh festival.

Officials said the decision
was taken as a fire safety pre-
caution. NWKRTC staff tradi-
tionally celebrate Ganesh fes-
tival at their workplaces by
installing idols and preparing
prasada for employees and

their families. The practice has
reportedly been followed for
several years.

The latest order has caused
dissatisfaction among some
employees and pro-Hindu or-
ganisations, who have object-
ed to the restrictions. Labour
leaders have also visited the
corporation office and ex-
pressed their opposition to the
decision.

According to the corpora-
tion, cooking with firewood or
gas inside depots and work-
shops could create safety risks
because buses, diesel storage

facilities and other combusti-
ble materials are present on the
premises. Officials said the
restriction is intended to pre-
vent possible fire-related inci-
dents during the festival.

The order specifically pro-
hibits the use of firewood or
gas for preparing prasada
within the specified corpora-
tion premises. The move has
led to discussions among em-
ployees about how traditional
celebrations can be conducted
while complying with safety
requirements.

Labour representatives have

urged the corporation to recon-
sider the decision, while offi-
cials have maintained that
safety concerns were behind
the order. The issue has attract-
ed attention in Hubballi as em-
ployees and religious organi-
sations seek clarity on whether
alternative arrangements for
Ganesh festival celebrations
can be permitted without cre-
ating fire hazards.

The corporation is expected
to communicate further in-
structions to staff regarding
festival celebrations and safety
measures at its facilities.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION LACKING

Gadag stadium work faces corruption allegations

GADAG

BJP leader and former Gadag
Assembly constituency can-
didate Anil Menasinakayi has
alleged irregularities in ongo-
ing work related to a football
track at the district stadium
and demanded an indepen-
dent investigation into the
project.

Menasinakayi alleged that
the work was being undertak-
en without a comprehensive
technical assessment, public
consultation or discussions
with different sports organi-
sations. He said the district
stadium is used for cricket,
athletics, football, govern-
ment programmes, public
functions and daily exercise
by residents, and warned that
unscientific changes could
affect its multipurpose use.

He questioned whether

soil, water drainage and sta-
dium capacity had been tech-
nically assessed before the
work began. He also sought
details about the technical
and administrative approvals,
estimated cost, tender pro-
cess, contractor and source of
funds. He asked whether
sports organisations, morning
walkers and members of the
public had been consulted.
Menasinakayi further al-
leged that the proposed work

Lokayukta probe
demanded into
stadium

Menasinakayi demand-
ed a Lokayukta investi-
gation into the stadium
project, citing political
bias and poor assess-
ment. He urged an im-
mediate halt, transpar-
ent public documents,
and an alternative site
for a new football stadi-
um, warning of protests
and legal action.

may have been influenced by
political considerations and
demanded that the Karnataka
Lokayukta take suo motu ac-
tion and investigate the proj-
ect approval, cost estimates,

tender process, contract and
release of funds. He stressed
that his objection was not
against football players but
against altering the existing
stadium without adequate as-
sessment.

He demanded an immedi-
ate halt to the work until an
independent technical inquiry
is completed. He also sought
publication of the project re-
port, map, estimated cost and
tender documents, along with
an open meeting involving
sports experts, engineers and
sports organisations.

He suggested constructing
a separate, well-equipped
football stadium at an
alternative location. He
warned of legal action and
peaceful protests if the ad-
ministration continued the
work without addressing
public concerns.

Namma Clinic
doctor skips
inquiry over

PG study

BAGALKOTE

Dr. Ankita Yaragal, a Medical
Officer at a government-run
Namma Clinic in Bagalkote,
did not appear for an inquiry
into allegations that she con-
tinued receiving a government
salary while pursuing post-
graduate medical studies.

The inquiry concerns alleged
dereliction of duty and viola-
tions of rules governing PG
medical education. Dr. Ankita
was serving at the Namma
Clinic in VAMBAY Colony but
has reportedly remained absent
from duty since March 3. The
prolonged absence has caused
inconvenience to patients and
residents dependent on the gov-
ernment health facility.

Bagalkote Zilla Panchayat
CEO Gajanana Bale has issued
a stern warning notice to Dr.
Ankita and sought an explana-
tion regarding the allegations.
The district administration has
taken the matter seriously and
initiated proceedings follow-
ing concerns over her absence
from duty while continuing
her employment.

Dr. Ankita is the daughter of
Bagalkote District Health Of-
ficer Dr. Rajkumar Yaragal
and the daughter-in-law of sit-
ting MLA Umesh Meti. Her
family connections have also
drawn attention to the case,
although the inquiry is focused
on her official duties and com-
pliance with service and edu-
cation rules.
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National scholarship
opens for students
withdisabilities

CH NEWS, MANDYA
Applications are officially
open for students with dis-
abilities under the National
e-Scholarship Scheme for
the academic year 2026-
27, the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
announced on Wednesday.
Eligible candidates must
submit their forms online
through the official portal
at scholarship.gov.in.
Pre-matric applicants have
until September 30 to
complete their submis-
sions and should consult
their school heads for de-
tailed guidance. According
to the Mandya District
Welfare Officer for the Dis-
abled and Senior Citizens,
applicants can complete
the entire process via the
National Scholarship Por-
tal to secure financial sup-
port for their studies.

Walk-ininterview
scheduled for job
seekers

CH NEWS, MANDYA
A walk-in interview drive
will take place on Septem-
ber18 at 10:00 AM at the
District Employment Ex-
change, situated opposite
the RTO office in Mandya
city.The recruitment drive
is organized jointly with
Vidhathri Motors and
Spandana Sphoorty Fi-
nance Limited to fill va-
cancies for Loan Officers,
Customer Relationship As-
sociates, Branch Manag-
ers, and Sales Executives.
Candidates aged 18 to 35
who have cleared PUC or
any degree can attend
with their resumes. Select-
ed applicants will work in
Mandya, Srirangapatna,
K.R. Pet, or Nagamangala,
the District Employment
Officer confirmed.

Drain
encroachment
sparks flooding
woes in Hunsur

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Severe waterlogging has trig-
gered intense distress among
residents of Nandini Layout
following illegal encroach-
ment on a major drainage
channel, stated Satyappa, Pres-
ident of the Satya NAS Foun-
dation, on Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters, Sa-
tyappa revealed that a private
owner dumped soil on public
land adjacent to a costly gov-
ernment septic tank behind
Shastri School. This raised
ground level drastically nar-
rowed the stormwater channel,
which accommodates runoff
from nearly half the town and
requires at least a ten-foot
width. As a consequence of
this bottleneck, recent rains
caused sewage-mixed water to
back up directly outside hous-
es in Ward 30.

Despite regular tax collec-
tion, municipal authorities and
the local councilor have failed
to provide relief after a single
perfunctory inspection. Sa-
tyappa criticized the local ad-
ministration and the unaware
MLA for neglecting taxpayers'
grievances.

Police nab fake Naxalite
after month-long hunt

Police launched a search in August after Venkatesh allegedly attempted an
explosion; five accomplices were arrested, while he fled into wilderness

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

A fugitive masquerading as an
insurgent was captured fol-
lowing a massive manhunt
across the Pavagada hills, end-
ing a month of heightened
alarm, law enforcement offi-
cials announced on Wednesday.

The suspect, identified as
Kanikalabande Venkatesh, had
evaded authorities after being
named in multiple criminal cas-
es involving extortion and ex-
plosive devices. Acting on
credible intelligence that he
was taking refuge in the rugged
terrain of the Kadamalakunte
hills near Pavagada town, dis-
trict police deployed a special-
ized combing force of over 250
personnel. Officers cordoned
off the rocky area overnight,
tracked him down, and took
him into custody without inci-
dent. He was subsequently sub-
jected to a medical examination

before formal questioning.

Police had launched the
high-stakes search operation in
August, after Venkatesh al-
legedly attempted to trigger a
crude explosive near an agri-
cultural pump set in Kanikala-
bande village.

The blast attempt spread
panic across the taluk. While
officers quickly arrested five
accomplices—including his
wife, Savitramma, and two
sons—Venkatesh fled into the
wilderness, remaining on the
run.

Investigations revealed that
he also operated an extortion
racket using insurgent threats.
He allegedly left letters written
in Telugu under the banner of
the outlawed outfit 'CPI Peo-
ple's War Janashakti Devanna
Dalam' near private farmland
in Gangasagara, demanding
five lakh rupees from a local
farmer named Nagabhushana.

Additionally, he faces charges
for intercepting commuters and
extorting money on rural roads.

Records show Venkatesh has
a history of crime, with ten pre-
vious cases filed between 2012
and 2019 across Pavagada for
theft and robbery. Furthermore,
he faces pending cases in
Andhra Pradesh for murder and
attempted murder.

Pavagada police are produc-
ing the accused before a local
magistrate to seek custodial
remand for detailed interroga-

HIGHLIGHTS

Fugitive Venkatesh ar-
rested after month-long
police manhunt.

» Over 250 personnel
joined the specialized
combing operation.

Suspect allegedly at-
tempted crude explosive
attack earlier.

Five alleged accomplices
were previously arrested
by police.

Extortion demands
allegedly issued using
insurgent threats.

Venkatesh has ten
previous criminal cases
recorded.

tion, expecting more revela-
tions as the inquiry proceeds.

BJP threatens
mass protest
over severe
drought

CH NEWS,GADAG

The Bharatiya Janata Party
Gadag District Raitha Morcha
has warned that it will lay
siege to the District Collec-
tor’s office unless the state
government declares the en-
tire district drought-hit imme-
diately.

Addressing a gathering of
party workers and farmers on
Wednesday, leaders voiced
deep concern over the mount-
ing agricultural crisis gripping
the region. Despite feeding
the country amid extreme
weather, inadequate rainfall,
erratic market prices, and
poor yields, the district's
farming community now fac-
es complete financial ruin.
Soaring prices of seeds and
chemical fertilizers, paired
with severe monsoon failure,
have pushed rural cultivators
into heavy debt.

Raitha Morcha leaders severe-
ly criticized the Congress-led
state government for declaring
only one out of the seven taluks
in Gadag as drought-affected.
They pointed out that leaving
the remaining six taluks out of
relief measures is unjust, as
farmers across the entire district
are experiencing identical hard-
ships. The wing demanded ur-
gent government intervention
and adequate compensation,
warning that thousands of
agrarian workers would sur-
round the district administration
complex if authorities fail to act
quickly.

Key party functionaries at-
tended the protest planning
meeting, including District Pres-
ident Thotappa Raju Kurudagi,
Raitha Morcha District President
D.Y. Hunagunda, and District
General Secretary Lingaraj Patil.
General Secretaries Mahesh Shi-
rahatti and Ashok Byahatti, City
President Shankar Karibishti,
Rural President Ningayya
Itagimath, alongside senior mem-
bers Suresh Marappanavara and
Budappa Halli, also participated
to express solidarity with the dis-
tressed farming community.

| CULTURE CONNECTS COMMUNITIES |

Ofticials advise pulse sowing
amid September showers

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Following widespread show-
ers across Mandya, Maddur,
and Malavalli, agriculture of-
ficials have advised farmers
to utilize accumulated rainwa-
ter for sowing pulses and
Hingaru ragi. With the mete-
orological department fore-
casting light to moderate rain
through September 19, grow-
ers can sow cowpea, field
bean, and horse gram, or plant

ragi where assured irrigation
exists.

The department recom-
mended using short-duration
varieties alongside four
tonnes of farmyard manure
per acre. Farmers should sow
across slopes using seed drills
and form ridges every three to
four meters to conserve water.
For ragi, growers must soak
seeds for 18 hours, shade-dry
them, and coat them with zinc
sulphate. Pulses require seed

treatment with a calcium
chloride solution. Officials
also advised applying over
half of nitrogen fertilizers as a
basal dose.

Additionally, farmers must
complete mandatory e-KYC
via Grama One or Common
Service Centers before Sep-
tember 30 for PM-KISAN
benefits. They must also reg-
ister land under the Kharif
crop survey, the Joint Director
of Agriculture stated.

Three years Of
integrated Kalyana
K’taka development

KALABURAGI

The developmental journey of
Kalyana Karnataka represents
the continuation of a de-
cades-long struggle against
regional imbalances, deeply
rooted in the political legacy
of Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and former
Chief Minister late N. Dha-
ram Singh, who secured con-
stitutional special status under
Article 371(J). Over the past
three years, the Kalyana Kar-
nataka Region Development
Board (KKRDB), led by
Chairman Dr. Ajay Dharam
Singh, has systematically
translated that constitutional
vision into tangible grassroots
progress.

Transitioning from a mere
grant-disbursing agency into
a structured, sector-wise plan-
ning body, KKRDB has over-
seen unprecedented financial
acceleration. Between 2023—
24 and 2026-27, the State
Government allocated
%18,000 crore to the Board.
Across Dr. Singh’s three
completed fiscal
years—2023-24, 2024-25,
and 2025-26—the Board re-
corded a total expenditure of
%9,286.78 crore, with spend-
ing rising progressively from
%2,009.53 crore to %3,145
crore, and reaching 34,132.25
crore in 2025-26.

Education has formed the
core of this developmental
framework, with 25% of total
board allocations dedicated to
learning initiatives. Flagship
programs like Akshara Aav-
ishkara and Kalikasare,
alongside Karnataka Public
Schools and higher education
upgrades, have received ex-
tensive support. School and
college infrastructure wit-

nessed investments worth
22,170.46 crore, while
%2,202.81 crore was deployed
under Akshara Aavishkara.

Healthcare witnessed com-
parable momentum under the
Arogya Aavishkara banner,
highlighted by the Jayadeva
cardiac hospital in Kalabura-
gi, new nursing colleges, and
a fleet of 32 fully equipped
advanced ambulances. Mean-
while, rural connectivity has
expanded through the Kalya-
na Patha scheme, sanctioning
1,150 km of rural roadways
valued at 31,000 crore across
38 rural assembly constituen-
cies in seven districts, linking
remote villages to essential
services and regional eco-
nomic markets.

Youth empowerment and
livelihood sectors have ad-
vanced via Udyoga Aavishka-
ra, GTTC multi-skill hubs,
and the Kalike Jothe Kausha-
lya program, which received
%12.69 crore. Additionally,
agriculture, forestry, and al-
lied irrigation sectors received
%384.36 crore, complemented
by %425 crore sanctioned for
minor irrigation and lake res-
torations. Social justice initia-
tives prioritized 34 new hos-
tels for backward-class stu-
dents alongside dedicated fa-
cilities for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and minori-
ties.

Beyond brick-and-mortar
execution, Dr. Singh’s admin-
istration institutionalized sci-
entific data analytics, com-
missioning the Prof. M. Gov-
inda Rao Committee across
236 taluks, introducing the
2026-31 Perspective Plan,
and establishing a dedicated
Planning and Policy Wing to
secure long-term, equitable
regional progress.

Gadag hosts World
Suicide Prevention
awareness programme

CH NEWS, GADAG

A comprehensive awareness
program marking World Sui-
cide Prevention Day 2026
was held on Wednesday at
D.G.M. Ayurvedic Medical
College, jointly organized by
the district administration,
health departments, and local
medical bodies.

Inaugurating the event, Se-
nior Civil Judge C.S. Shiva-
nagoudra expressed deep
alarm over increasing sui-
cides, particularly among stu-
dents. Calling life invaluable,
he remarked that preventing
self-harm is a noble service.
He identified modern social
isolation and loneliness as key
drivers of mental distress,
urging vulnerable individuals
to seek counseling or dial the
free Tele-MANAS helpline
(14416).

Releasing awareness pam-
phlets, District Health and
Family Welfare Officer Dr.
S.S. Neelagunda revealed that
a suicide occurs every 40 sec-
onds globally, claiming over
700,000 lives each year, with
India reporting upwards of
100,000 deaths annually. He
noted that strained relation-
ships, family discord, and poor
coping skills exacerbate the
Crisis.

District Mental Health Pro-
gramme Implementation Offi-
cer Dr. G.S. Palleda noted that
the international observance
began in 2003, while guest
speaker Dr. Shyamsundar
Balehosura of K.H. Patil Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences edu-
cated attendees on clinical
triggers and intervention meth-
ods.

Presiding over the gathering,
Principal Dr. S.M. Belavadi
urged medical students to
grasp preventive techniques
from both modern and Ayurve-
dic perspectives to support
society. District Health Educa-
tion Officer Rupasena Chavan
administered a solemn pledge
to attendees. Health officials
R.S. Baddi, Rajendra Gadad,
M.C. Sridhar, Vinayaka C.
Kale, alongside college staff
and students, participated ac-
tively. Deputy District Health
Education Officer S.D. Ben-
nur hosted the proceedings,
while S.F. Hanakanahalli de-
livered the vote of thanks to
conclude the session.

‘Ganeshotsava festlval serves as symbol of unity’

CH NEWS,RAMANAGARA

Ganeshotsava stands as an en-
during symbol of devotion,
camaraderie, and collective
unity, stated Justice M.H. An-
nayyanavara, Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge and
Chairman of the District Le-
gal Services Authority.

He made these remarks af-
ter flagging off the grand im-
mersion procession for the idol
installed by the Ramanagara
District Advocates’ Association
on Wednesday. Addressing the
gathering, Justice Annayyanav-
ara highlighted the historic roots
of the celebration, recalling that
Lokamanya Balagangadhara

Tilak transformed Ganeshotsava
into a public movement to unite
citizens during the freedom
struggle.

He noted that cultural festi-
vals reinforce mutual trust, har-
mony, and brotherhood, urging
everyone to uphold these values

during celebrations.

Presiding over the event,
Kempayya, President of the
District Advocates’ Association,
observed that Ganesh Chaturthi
brings immense enthusiasm
across the country. He described
Lord Ganesha as the remover of

obstacles and the embodiment
of wisdom, knowledge, and
prosperity, emphasizing that In-
dian traditions and festivals of-
fer vital life lessons to society.

The vibrant immersion pro-
cession drew prominent mem-
bers of the local judiciary. Dig-
nitaries present included judges
M. Panchakshari, Lokesh, Nive-
dita T.M., Savitha P.R., Avinash
Chindu, and Puttaraja.

Several office bearers of the
Bar Association also took part,
including Vice-President V.N.
Jayaram, Secretary Chan-
drashekhar, Treasurer Jyothi,
and directors Darshan, Sachin,
Arun, Kiran, Chandu, Smitha,
and Lakshmamma.

Gadag stadium project sparks
massive public outrage

Malingaraya Pujar
CH NEWS

Costly development works
undertaken at the prestigious
K.H. Patil District Stadium
have triggered intense public
suspicion, following abrupt
legal maneuvers by govern-
ment officials.

The stadium, which serves
as the district's only sports
ground and the revered site
for national flag-hoisting cer-
emonies, is undergoing major
renovations. Allocations in-
clude 386 lakh rupees for a
football turf and 2,114 lakh
rupees for high-mast flood-
lights under the Sports Depart-
ment's 2025-26 action plan.
Work commenced after an ini-
tial 25 percent grant release.

However, widespread skep-
ticism arose because opera-
tions began in complete secre-
cy without any official founda-
tion ceremony or formal an-
nouncement.

Public anxiety deepened af-
ter department authorities ap-
proached the Dharwad Bench
of the Karnataka High Court
to file a preemptive caveat.
The petition aims to prevent

any stay order against the proj-
ect, which is being funded by
public tax money. Four local
activists—Aravind Hullura,
Prabhu Patil, Raju Khanappa,
and Ravikanth Angadi—were
named as respondents without
prior notice. The petition was
moved on behalf of the Princi-
pal Secretary, the Sports Com-
missioner, the Deputy Com-
missioner, and the Assistant
Director of Youth Empower-
ment and Sports.

The sudden legal preemp-
tive strike provoked strong
condemnation from local
groups. Protesters questioned
why officials rushed to court if
the project was transparent and
lawful, asserting that citizens

Ignoring the public

interest, the

precautionary caveat to
prevent the activists from
getting a stay order from the
court is against the ideals of
democracy. The government's
legal battle against such
patriotic activists is an anti-
national attitude.

-Anil Menasinakayi
BJP leader

possess a duty to ensure public
funds are not misused. Activ-
ists have demanded an imme-
diate halt to the ongoing con-
struction until an impartial
inquiry into the procedural ir-
regularities is conducted.

MLA urges society
to respect senior

citizens
CH NEWS, HUNSUR
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True orphans are not merely those
without kin, but individuals sur-
rounded by relatives yet deprived
of love and genuine support, de-
clared MLA G.D. Harish Gowda.

He shared these reflections
while distributing new clothes to
senior citizens at the Belaku Seva
Samsthe Day Care Centre in Kat-
temalalavadi village on Wednes-
day, as part of the Gauri-Ganesha
festival celebrations. Gowda com-
mended the non-profit organiza-
tion’s founder, Ningaraj Malladi,
for completing two decades of
dedicated rural service. Malladi
was praised for assisting dis-
tressed citizens irrespective of
caste, rescuing abandoned elders,
and helping marginalized individ-
uals secure official government

benefits.
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Gangavathi to host
major public grievance
meeting

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
The district administration
will convene a ‘Praja Seva

Andolana’ grievance re-
dressal meeting on Sep-
tember 19 at Amarajyothi
Kalyana Mantapa in Gan-
gavathi, running from
10:00 AM to 4:30 PM.
The initiative follows state-
wide directives from the
Public Service Department
to swiftly resolve local
public grievances under
the leadership of district
in-charge ministers, local
legislators, and senior ad-
ministrative officials.
Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal has made
attendance mandatory for
all district-level officers.
Officials must present
comprehensive taluk-level
data on government wel-
fare schemes and estab-
lish departmental exhibi-
tion stalls, with stern
warnings of disciplinary
action against absentees.

Massive blaze
destroys supermarket
in Gadag

CHNEWS, GADAG
A massive fire gutted
goods worth lakhs of ru-
pees at Gadag Mart super-
market near Tipu Sultan
Circle on Wednesday.
Preliminary findings indi-
cate that the blaze erupted
following a sudden explo-
sion in a commercial refrig-
erator inside the outlet.
Flames quickly spread
across the premises, de-
stroying most stored in-
ventory. Two fire tenders
rushed to the bustling
commercial junction and
extinguished the inferno
after sustained efforts,
averting potential casual-
ties.

Gadag City police person-
nel inspected the dam-
aged premises and regis-
tered a case, initiating a
detailed investigation to
confirm the precise techni-
cal cause of the blast.

Free skill courses
open for rural job
seekers

CHNEWS, KARWAR
Canara Bank Deshpande
Institute in Haliyal has in-
vited applications for free
vocational courses aimed

at rural job seekers aged 18
to 50.

Programs include digital
media creation, women’s
driving, solar technician
training, and JCB opera-
tion, with batches rolling
out between late Septem-
ber and November. In addi-
tion to technical training,
candidates will receive free
food, lodging, soft skills
lessons, and bank loan
guidance to launch
self-employment ventures.
Interested rural candidates
must register before Sep-
tember 19 by sending a
message to 9483485489
via WhatsApp or calling
9482188780, the institute
director stated.

BAMUL urges govt

to hike milk prices

‘Dairy farming requires twice-daily milking, while rising feed,

fodder, and maintenance costs leave farmers with little profit’

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Bengaluru Milk Union Limited
(BAMUL) has formally urged
the state government to increase
the milk procurement price paid
to dairy farmers by 210 per liter,
BAMUL Director H.N. Ashok
announced on Wednesday.

Speaking after launching road
and drainage development
works in Mayanayakanahalli
village under the Kalya Gram
Panchayat, Ashok voiced seri-
ous concern over mounting fi-
nancial distress in the rural sec-
tor. He pointed out that while
the current procurement rate
stands at 337 per liter, the feder-
ation has appealed to the au-
thorities to fix the minimum
price between 345 and 346 per
liter, transferring funds directly
into farmers' bank accounts.

Ashok stressed that dairy
farming demands rigorous la-
bor, requiring farmers to milk
livestock twice a day without
fail. At the same time, input
costs have surged drastically.
Feed, fodder, and general cattle
maintenance expenses have
reached unsustainable levels, to
the extent that even cattle ma-
nure is no longer available free-
ly. Consequently, prevailing
procurement rates barely cover
day-to-day upkeep, depriving
cultivators of viable profit mar-
gins.

Addressing farmer grievances
regarding sub-standard cattle
feed supplied by KMF, Ashok
acknowledged that livestock
were refusing the feed. He at-
tributed this disruption to ad-
ministrative lapses during the
board's interim absence. To per-
manently resolve this shortage,

+ BAMUL seeks %10 per litre procure-
ment price hike.

« Current milk procurement rate
stands at¥37.

+ Proposed minimum procurement
price reaches?45-346.

« Rising feed costs are squeezing
dairy farmer margins.

+ New modern cattle feed plant
planned in Channapatna.

« Magadi-Kudur supply 2.25 lakh li-
tres milk daily.t

a major modern feed manufac-
turing plant is being established
in Channapatna.

Highlighting regional contri-
butions, Ashok noted that
Magadi and Kudur supply 2.25
lakh liters of milk daily, com-
pared to 3.5 lakh liters from
Channapatna. Citing the Nan-
jundappa Committee report on
regional imbalances, he de-
manded taluk-level units to
boost local animal husbandry.

Prominent local leaders at-
tended the launch, including
Block Congress President K.
Krishnamurthy, T.G. Venkatesh,
former Zilla Panchayat member
M.K. Dhananjaya, JP Founda-
tion President J.P. Chandregow-
da, former Taluk Panchayat
President Narayanappa, and
village functionaries.

Rapid
developmentin
Magadi answers

local critics

Ongoing development
across Magadi Taluk
provides a clear answer
to political critics, stated
BAMUL Director H.N.
Ashok during an inau-
guration event in Kalya
village on Wednesday.
Highlighting priority
projects, Ashok an-
nounced a ten-lakh-ru-
pee drinking water unit
for devotees visiting the
Sri Lakshmi Narasim-
ha Swamy temple. He
explained that extensive
civic upgrades worth six
crore rupees—including
improved roads, drain-
age networks, and drink-
ing water facilities—are
underway across four
villages in Kalya Gram
Panchayat with state
government and Asian
Development Bank
funds secured by Minis-
ter H.C. Balakrishna.

Ramanath Rai welcomes coastal
cabinet meeting decision

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Former Minister and KPCC
Vice President B Ramanath
Rai welcomed the state gov-
ernment’s decision to hold a
cabinet meeting in the coastal
region of Udupi and Mangal-
uru, and urged the Centre to
take concrete steps towards
including Tulu in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Congress Bhavan
on Wednesday, Rai said the
cabinet meeting would pro-
vide an opportunity to discuss
and address key developmen-
tal issues concerning the
coastal region.

Recalling the Congress par-
ty’s welfare-oriented initia-
tives, Rai said Dakshina Kan-
nada was among the major
beneficiaries of land reforms,
particularly the Land Reforms
Act, which provided owner-
ship rights to tenant farmers.
He also highlighted bank na-
tionalisation, debt relief mea-
sures introduced during the
Devaraj Urs government,
waiver of electricity charges
for agricultural pump sets,
and regularisation of land un-

der Bagair Hukum and Sec-
tion 94C.

Rai said Dakshina Kanna-
da, particularly Bantwal, had
benefited significantly from
the distribution of land titles
under Section 94C. He re-
called inviting former revenue
minister Kagodu Thimmappa
to Bantwal to initiate the dis-
tribution of such titles and
praised Thimmappa for his
efforts for poor and landless
families.

He also referred to the Con-
gress government's welfare
programmes, including pen-
sions and housing assistance,
and said his priority was to
ensure that benefits meant for
weaker sections reached them
without difficulty.

Rai urged the BJP-led
Union government and elect-
ed representatives from the
coastal region to make con-
crete efforts to include Tulu in
the eighth schedule of the
Constitution.

He said the demand for
eighth schedule status for
Tulu was longstanding and
called upon the prime minis-
ter to give an assurance re-
garding its inclusion.

Rai said Bantwal
benefited greatly from
Section 94C land-title
distribution, recalling
Kagodu Thimmappa’s

role and praising his
efforts for poor, landless
families
L] L]

If the prime minister gives
such a commitment, Tulu will
receive the recognition and
respect it deserves, Rai said.

He questioned why BJP
leaders, who have been rais-
ing the demand for Tulu rec-
ognition, could not use their
influence at the Centre to pur-
sue its inclusion in the eighth
schedule.

Rai highlighted several ma-
jor infrastructure and institu-
tional developments in the
district, including the airport,
seaport, roads, bridges, uni-
versity, and regional passport
office, and attributed several
of these initiatives to succes-
sive Congress governments.

Rai also appealed to politi-
cal parties to cooperate with
the cabinet meeting instead of
threatening black-flag protests
or creating disruptions.

CM DK Shivakumar to meet farmers over
Kasturirangan report

CH NEWS,SHIVAMOGGA

Former Minister Kimmane
Ratnakara announced that
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar will visit Thirthahalli on
September 19 to gather infor-
mation from farmers and local
residents regarding the poten-
tial impact of implementing
the Kasturirangan Report in
the district.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the Press Club on

Wednesday, he stated that the
Chief Minister would partici-
pate in an interaction with
farmers at a degree college in
Thirthahalli at 10:00 AM, fol-
lowed by a public meeting at
the Ananthamurthy High
School grounds. The Chief
Minister intends to under-
stand the issues that farmers,
agricultural laborers, and lo-
cal people in the Malnad re-
gion might face due to the
report, after which he will

proceed to Balehonnur.

A special session of the
State Legislature is also
scheduled to be held from
September 21 to 23. This
meeting is part of the process
to hear the views of farmers
and the general public before
the state government takes a
final decision on the Kastur-
irangan Report. He noted that
this is a government program
and approximately 25,000
people are expected to attend.

Free medical
camp
scheduled at
Bhatkal
Hospital

CH NEWS,
BHATKAL

Welfare Hospital,
in collaboration
with the Bhatkal
Muslim Youth Fed-
eration and Manga-
luru's A.J. Institute
of Medical Scienc-
es, will organize a
comprehensive free
medical check-up
camp on Septem-
ber 20.

The public
healthcare drive
will run from 10:00
AM to 2:00 PM at
Welfare Hospital
premises. Medical
specialists, includ-
ing urologist Dr.
Roshan Shetty, pe-
diatrician Dr. Pavi-
thra, ENT special-
ist Dr. Deepalaksh-
mi, and orthopedist
Dr. Hannan, will
offer free diagnos-
tic consultations
alongside compli-
mentary ECG
screenings.

Kuttaru accident victim’s
organs to be donated

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The grieving parents of a 21-year-old youth who
was declared brain-dead following a road accident
have consented to donate his vital organs, giving
fresh hope to multiple critical patients.

The deceased, Varshit Kulal, was a fabrication
worker residing in Ayere Bettu near Kuttaru. The
mishap took place on Monday around 7:30 PM near
the Koragajja Aadi Kshetra Katte in Kuttaru.

While riding his motorcycle home, he suffered a
head-on collision with an oncoming scooter in front

of Durga Auto Works.

Varshit sustained severe head trauma and was
rushed to Yenepoya Hospital in Deralakatte, where
medical specialists subsequently declared him brain-

dead.

His parents, Gopal and Vedavathi, agreed to har-
vest his kidneys, liver, heart, and lungs to aid needy
recipients across hospitals through a dedicated ze-

ro-traffic green corridor.

The injured scooter rider, Dheeraj, remains hos-
pitalized for medical care. Varshit is survived by his

CAUVERY BASIN PROJECTS MYSORE
Office of the Executive Engineer, CADA No. 1
Division, CBP Tumkur
E-Mail: eecadaltumkur@gmail.com  Telephone no. :0816-2006073

é COMMAND AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION: 03/2026-27 Dated:10-09-2026(CALL- 2)

(K/W-3) (Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

The Executive Engineer, CADA NO-1 Division Tumkur has
invited the Tender through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal
for AYACUT ROAD works. The amount put to tender for work is
Rs.83.09 lakhs Consists of 01 works. The details of the capacity
to be maintain or already maintained should be furnished in
Standard bid document (K/W-3 Documents) as uploaded
in Karnataka Public Procurement Portal. For this work bidding
start from Date:15-09-2026 and closing Date:22-09-2026
at 4.00 PM. Uploaded tenders of Technical bid will be
opened on Date:23-09-2026 at 5.00 PM onword’s and
Financial Bid will be opened after the approval of Technical bid.
The Details of Notification can be read Carefully at website:
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in Incase the Opening date
happens to be a holiday then the next day will be proceded.
Any change in Calendar of events/addendums/corrigendum
to tenders will not be published in Newspapers and the same
will be published only on Karnataka Public Procurement Portal
(website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). For any additional
information contact at office time in the below mentioned office
address.
Sd/- Exective Engineer
CADA-CBP No.1 Division.

DIPRITUMIRO-107/26-27/0ysters Tumkur

Zilla Panchayat, Bengaluru South District

District Health and Family Welfare Officer

Bengaluru South Dist., Phone: 080-29576058, e-mail: dhoramanagaram@gmail.com
No.: DHO/RAM/SUPPLY/ME/01/2026-27 Date: 11.09.2026

TENDER SCHEDULE (e-Procurement Tender Notification)

E-tender Notification Purchasing for The Medical Equipment Health
Institutions under District Health and Family Welfare Officer,
Bengaluru South.

1 | Tender Number DHFWS/2026-27/IND2673

2 |Tender Announcement Date | Date: 11.09.2026

Tender Upload

Commencement Date Date: 11.09.2026

3

Last Date and Time for

Submission of Tenders Date: 12.10.2026, 17.30 PM

Date: 05.10.2026, 11:00 AM
District Health and Family
Welfare Office,Bengaluru South

Pre Bid Meeting Date
and Place

6 Time and Date of Opening

of Technical Bids Date: 14.10.2026, 11:00 AM

Time and Date of Opening

of Financial Bids Date: 16.10.2026, 11:00 AM

8 | EMD Amount Rs. 1,98,000/-

9 | Approximate Value of Tender | Rs. 1,31,00,000/-

District Health and Family Welfare
Office, Bengaluru South - 562159
e-mail: dhoramanagaram@gmail.com
Contact No.: 9845355437

10 | Place of Opening of Tenders

Sd/- District Health & Family Welfare Officer

DIPR/BSD/316/SA2026-27 Bengaluru South District

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.

I.LFT.No:EE/PWD/VIP/PB/5054-KRDCL/2026-27/3222
Dated:11.09.2026

TIME EXTENSION OF SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(E-Procurement)

Reference:1) Tender Notification No.:EE/PWD/VIP/PB/
5054-KRDCL/2026-27/3061 Dated:03/09/2026

Tender was invited under Notification cited at Ref (1). The
tender dates are here by postponed due to unavoidable
reasons details are as below:

The works The- Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept.
Division, Vijayapur Invites tender from eligible tenderers
(registered in Public Works Department) Total 02 work, As
per standard bid documents KW-4 with 5054 KRDCL Bridges
Head Of Account costing of amount for Rs. 500.00 Lakhs ,
the EMD amount of Rs. 7,50,000/- .For the works. For the
above works G.S.T shall not be paid in the extended period of
Contract for which the contractor alone is responsible for
delay as determined by the authority while granting the
extension of time. The calendar events of tenders, dates are
fixed as follows (1)Last Date for Receipt of Tenders Date-
18.09.2026 upto 4:30 PM. (2) Opening of Technical Bid Date-
19.09.2026 at 4:31 PM. (3) Opening of Financial Bid Date-
21.09.2026 at 11.00 AM On words Clause-3 Conditions of
Standard Bid Document may be seen in Departmental
Website i.e “https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in” and for more
information may contact help desk Bangalore (Phone No.
9240214000, +9240214001) or office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur
FOROFOY/RNBONTT /307 BT D0/2026-27

Office of the Executive Engineer Public Works Department
(PWD), Chikkamagaluru Division, Chikkamagaluru
Short-Term Tender Notice No.: 22/2026-27 Date: 10.09.2026

In the Tender Notice seen above, Tender is invited from eligible
contractors for total 10 works through KPP Portal under Head of
Account: 3054-04-337-1-10-200 Maintenance of District Main
Roads, 3054-03-337-0-05-200 Annual Maintenance of State High-
way Roads, 3054-03-102-0-01-200 Maintenance of State High-
ways Bridges, 5054-80-190-0-01-132 Karnataka Road Develop-
ment Corporation Limited — Capital Expenditure, 5054-03-101-
0-02-132 Prominent District Road Bridges (Foot Bridge), 2059-80-
053-4-00-200 Repairs/Maintenance of various Department Build-
ings related to Sub divisions of Public Works Department,
Chikkamagaluru District. Details of capabilities to undertaking
or having implemented the works (as per Standard Tender Docu-
ment KW- 1, 3 & 4) should be attached. Contractors can be
awarded the contract only if they have the minimum eligibilities
as mentioned in Act 3. Minimum Approx. Amount Rs. 5.00 lakhs
and Maximum Approx. Amount Rs.275.00 lakhs. For Tender to be
submitted through KPP Portal for 10 works (Indent No. 38699 (3rd
Call), 40400 (2nd Call), 40434 (2nd Call), 40129 (2nd Call) on
18.09.2026,Indent N0.42865,42857,42861,43632 on 23.09.20
26, Indent No0.43066 on 25.09.2026, Indent No.35883 on 28.09.
2026.) tender should be submitted within 4.30 PM. For further

details the case worker can be contacted during office ho urs.
Sd/- Executive Engineer., Public Works Department,
Chikkamagaluru Division, Chikkamagaluru

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.
I.FT.No:EE/PWD/VIP/PB-5/5054/2026-27/3250
Dated:16.09.2026
(E-Procurement)
The- Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept. Division,
Vijayapur Invites tender from eligible tenderers (registered
in Public Works Department) Total 1 work, As per standard
bid documents KW-4 with Head Of Account 5054-04-337-0-
01-132-MDR ROADS costing of amount for Rs. 840.00 Lakhs,
the EMD amount of Rs. 12,60,000/- For the works. For the
above works G.S.T shall not be paid in the extended period of
Contract for which the contractor alone is responsible for
delay as determined by the authority while granting the
extension of time. The calendar events of tenders, dates are
fixed as follows (1) Pre-Bid Meeting for Contractors.Date-
25.09-2026 at 11:00 AM (2) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders
Date-03.10.2026 upto 4.30 PM. (3) Opening of Technical Bid
Date-05.10.2026 at 11.00 AM. (4) Opening of Financial Bid
Date-06.10.2026 upto 11:00 AM On words Clause-3
Conditions of Standard Bid Document may be seen in
Departmental Website i.e “https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in”
and for more information may contact help desk Bangalore
(Phone No. 91 80 4601000, +91 80 68948777) or office of

the undersigned.
Sd/- Executive Engineer,

PWD Division, Vijayapur
TOTOROQ/NBONTNT /309 /BT R0/2026-27

DIPR/smg/ksmca/26-27/113/820
R

é ZILLA PANCHAYATH TUMKUR
e Olo Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj
Engineering Division Tumkur.
No: EE/PRED/TmK/ TND No-11/2026-27 Dated: 11.09.2026
KPP-Procurement Tender Notice

One & Two Cover System
The Tender is inviting through KPP-procurement on
behalf of government of Karnataka by the Executive
Engineer, P.R.E.D. Tumkur PM Shri Yojana for the year
2025-26, Repair of classrooms in Government Pre-
University Colleges for the year 2024-25 & 2025-26
M.L.A.D.S, 2026-27 Horticulture Department Building
Maintenance, 2024-25 Repair of classrooms in newly
approved Government Pre-University College, 2026-
27 Building Construction and Maintenance, 2022-23
Renovation of Temples, 2026-27 Health, Family and
Family Welfare, 2026-27 PRED Department
Maintenance and 2023-24 Swach Bharat Mission (G).
for the Indent Number :
(Indent No: : 1. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_INDENT
26488/CALL-3, 2. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT27944/CALL-2, 3. RDPR/2026-27/BD/
WORK_INDENT27943/CALL-2, 4. RDPR/2026-27/
BD/WORK_INDENT28794, 5. RDPR/2026-27/BD/
WORK_INDENT 29006, 6. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK
_INDENT29081, 7. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT29234, 8. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT29076, 9. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT29223, 10. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT29292, 11. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT29265, 12. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT29289, 13. RDPR/2026-27/BD/WORK_
INDENT 29294, 14. RDPR/2026-27/IND14854, 15.
RDPR/2026-27/IND14879
as per KTTP Act 2000 The Tender Documents can be
obtained from the KPP-procurement Web Site and
submitt the details on Dated website at http://
www.KPPP.karnataka.gov.in or contact this office
during office working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division,

parents and a brother, while the South Traffic Police - LASSIFIEDS To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042 DIPR/TUM/267/KSMCA/2026-27 Tumkur
have registered a case to probe the crash.
eece L X X X / eec e eec e L X X X
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TikTok parent
ByteDance revenue
rises 30%

NEW DELHI
ByteDance, TikTok’s parent
company, recorded more
than 30 per cent revenue
growth in the first half,
reaching $120 billion, as in-
ternational advertising,
livestreaming and TikTok
e-commerce businesses
expanded.However, net
profit fell to $20 billion as
the company increased
spending on artificial intel-
ligence to compete with ri-
vals in China and the Unit-
ed States.People familiar
with the matter said easing
regulatory uncertainty sur-
rounding TikTok in the US
also supported revenue
growth. ByteDance has
beenincreasing Al invest-
ment as competition in-
tensifies.The results high-
light stronger business
growth alongside pressure
on profitability from rising
technology spending and
continued investment in
artificial intelligence capa-
bilities.

Rooftop solar capacity
could reach 132
GW by 2030

NEW DELHI
India’s rooftop solar capaci-
ty has the potential to rise
t0 132 GW by 2030 from the
current 177 GW, according to
the Indian Solar Manufac-
turers Association (ISMA).
The association estimates
annual rooftop solar de-
mand could range between
9 GW and 15 GW through
2030. It identified nearly 115
GW of untapped potential
in the residential segment.
ISMA said the expansion
could boost domestic man-
ufacturing of solar cells,
modules, inverters and oth-
er balance-of-system com-
ponents, while reducing de-
pendence on foreign supply
chains.The PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana has also
expanded adoption beyond
traditionally viable states.
ISMA said the scheme’s af-
fordability impact could
widen the consumer base
and support India’s local
solar supply chain.

NITI Aayog calls for
stronger trade
competitiveness

NEW DELHI
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman
Ashok Kumar Lahiri said
India needs stronger poli-
cies to help domestic firms
compete effectively in
global markets.
Speaking at the launch of
the latest Trade Watch
Quarterly, Lahiri highlight-
ed export diversification,
deeper global value-chain
integration and stronger
domestic capabilities in
strategic sectors.
India’s total merchandise
and services trade reached
$506.9 billionin Q1FY27,
growing 15.5 per cent an-
nually. Merchandise ex-
ports were led by fuels,
electrical machinery, iron
and steel, and vehicles.
The report noted growing
imports of capital goods,
electronic components
and copper, reflecting in-
dustrial expansion and in-
vestment.

Bill Gates says Indiais key
example for Al development

Bill Gates says Al could transform society, with India showing how technology
can deliver rapid social and developmental benefits.

NEW DELHI

Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates has described artificial
intelligence (Al) as funda-
mentally different from previ-
ous technological revolutions,
warning that societies may
not yet be prepared for the
scale and speed of changes it
could bring.

Gates highlighted the po-
tential of Al to deliver social
and developmental benefits
and pointed to India as an im-
portant example. He said In-
dia could demonstrate how Al
can be deployed quickly for
positive outcomes. “It’s a
stunning set of capabilities,”

Gates said, adding that India
could show how “we can
drive the good stuff as fast as
possible”.

In a conversation with
NDTYV, Gates said the world
should consider slowing the
development of Al if doing so
would provide societies with
more time to prepare. He said
Al was different from the per-

sonal computer and internet,
two technologies he helped
shape during his years at Mi-
crosoft, and cautioned against
assuming its effects would be
similarly manageable.

“Al is a very unique tech-
nology,” Gates said, warning
that its impact could be harder
to manage than previous tech-
nological changes. He said
the rapid and broad develop-
ment of Al had made him
question whether its pace it-
self should be reconsidered.

“If we could slow things
down, I think we should con-
sider that because of this need
to get ready for such a rapid
change,” Gates said. He add-

ed that although he had spent
his life championing innova-
tion, Al could be so broad and
dramatic that society might
not be ready.

Gates also identified cyber-
security as an immediate con-
cern, saying Al tools could
strengthen offensive cyber
capabilities.

He stressed that defensive
systems would need to devel-
op rapidly as well. He further
raised questions about wheth-
er increasingly capable Al
systems could always remain
under human control, citing
unexpected behaviour ob-
served in reinforcement-learn-
ing experiments.

EV sales surge strengthens
India’s manufacturing outlook

NEW DELHI

India’s electric vehicle (EV)
market is accelerating rapid-
ly, creating opportunities for
domestic manufacturing, lo-
calisation and investment
across the battery, electronics
and wider electric mobility
supply chain, according to a
report by HSBC Global In-
vestment Research.

The report said EV adop-
tion has gained momentum in
recent months, initially sup-
ported by uncertainty over
oil prices and increasingly by
greater consumer acceptance
and network effects. Rising
sales are strengthening confi-
dence in India’s electric mo-
bility ecosystem and support-
ing the long-term shift to-
wards electrification. HSBC
expects the next phase of
growth to be driven by local-
isation, scale and technolog-
ical advances. Growing de-
mand for batteries, compo-
nents and energy storage
systems could support do-
mestic supply-chain develop-
ment. Battery energy storage
systems are also expected to
support India’s renewable en-
ergy ambitions, with cumula-
tive demand projected to
reach 160 GWh by FY29.

The report estimates bat-

EV Market: IN FOCU

m EV sales: 2,98,448 units in August 2026

= Annual growth: 52.9% year-on-year

m EV penetration: 12.3%, up from 9.5%

m Two-wheelers: 1,83,204 units, up 67.05%

m Three-wheelers: 79,846 units, up 25.28%

m Commercial vehicles: 4,702 units, nearly three timeshigher

tery imports could reach 95-
100 GWh by FY30 if EV
penetration reaches 15-17 per
cent in two-wheelers, passen-
ger vehicles and electric bus-
es, 60 per cent in
three-wheelers and 15 per
cent in light commercial ve-
hicles.Federation of Automo-
bile Dealers Associations
data showed EV retail sales
rose 52.9 per cent year-on-
year to a record 2,98,448
units in August 2026. Overall
penetration increased to 12.3
per cent from 9.5 per cent a

year earlier, while all four
EV categories recorded their
highest-ever August sales.

Electric two-wheeler sales
increased 67.05 per cent to
1,83,204 units, while
three-wheeler sales rose
25.28 per cent to 79,846
units. Electric commercial
vehicle sales nearly tripled to
4,702 units from 1,631 in
August 2025. Electric pas-
senger vehicle sales grew
51.89 per cent to 30,696
units, adding to the sector’s
expansion.

Amazon boosts
minimum hourly
pay to $20

WASHINGTON

Retail giant Amazon an-
nounced a pay raise of one
dollar per hour for eligible
full-time U.S. operations
workers, pushing the new
minimum wage to twenty
dollars. Alongside the
wage increase, the compa-
ny introduced "Day 1 Fi-
nancial," a new perk offer-
ing employees and their
families lifetime access to
low-cost banking services.
Amazon stated that these
additions complement ex-
isting perks like afford-
able healthcare and free
Prime memberships. With
the total benefits package
included, average compen-
sation for core operational
roles will now surpass 32
dollars hourly.

SEMICON India
2026 set to boost
chip industry

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the fifth
edition of SEMICON India
2026 on September 17, as In-
dia seeks to strengthen its
semiconductor and electronics
manufacturing ecosystem.
The three-day conference and
exhibition will run until Sep-
tember 19.

The event is being organ-
ised jointly by the India Semi-
conductor Mission, the Min-
istry of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology and
SEMI, the global semicon-
ductor industry association.
Held under the theme “Silicon
to Systems: Building the Eco-
system”, the event comes
amid growing industry partic-
ipation and global demand for
diversified supply chains.

More than 600 exhibitors,
including around 300 interna-
tional companies, are expect-
ed to participate across
15,000 square metres of exhi-
bition space. More than 150
speakers will address sessions
covering semiconductor man-
ufacturing, artificial intelli-
gence, supply-chain resil-
ience, advanced packaging,
chip design, research and de-
velopment, innovation and
talent creation.

The exhibition will feature
six country pavilions and 12
state government pavilions,
along with dedicated plat-

SEMICON India 2026 will
bring industry leaders
together to strengthen
India’s semiconductor

manufacturing
ecosystem and promote
global collaboration.

forms for startups, innovation,
students, workforce develop-
ment and women’s participa-
tion. Around 40 startups will
showcase technologies at the
Startup Pavilion, while the
Workforce Development Pa-
vilion will highlight skills,
talent development and career
opportunities in microelec-
tronics.

A key attraction will be the
“Sand to Silicon to Systems”
Value Chain Experience, of-
fering visitors an overview of
the semiconductor ecosystem
from raw materials and man-
ufacturing equipment to chip
fabrication, advanced packag-
ing, design, electronics and
systems. The event will also
host a startup pitch competi-
tion, student hackathon and
innovation showcase.

Six international country
roundtables are scheduled to
encourage collaboration and
potential partnerships. Ses-
sions on women’s leadership,
workforce development and
industry cooperation will also
focus on strengthening India’s
electronics system design and
manufacturing sector.

Markets rebound as Sensex
gains 333 points

MUMBAI

Indian equity markets re-
bounded on Wednesday after
sharp losses in the previous
session, supported by value
buying in banking stocks and
gains in several heavyweight
companies.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 332.63 points, or
0.45 per cent, to settle at
74,336.45. It rose as much as
502.04 points during the ses-
sion. The NSE Nifty gained
99 points, or 0.43 per cent, to
close at 23,217.60.

ITC, State Bank of India,

Axis Bank, Trent, Mahindra
& Mabhindra and Bharat Elec-
tronics were among the major
Sensex gainers. However,
Tata Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Tech Mahindra and
Bajaj Finserv ended lower.
“Indian equities staged a
measured recovery on
Wednesday, supported by val-
ue buying in banking stocks
and select heavyweight count-
ers following Tuesday's sharp
decline,” said Hariselvan
Radhakrishnan, founder and
CEO of HST Wealth. He said
Bank Nifty led the rebound,
crossing the 56,000 marks.

PMAY-U delivers over one
crore homes to urban poor

NEW DELHI

More than one crore pucca
houses have been completed
and handed over to beneficia-
ries across India under Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana-Ur-
ban (PMAY-U) and PMAY-U
2.0, according to a govern-
ment factsheet issued on
Wednesday. A total of 1.25
crore houses has been sanc-
tioned under the two schemes
till August 9, 2026.The gov-
ernment said the figure marks
a significant increase from
earlier housing programmes.
Between 2005 and 2014,
around eight lakh urban hous-
es were completed under pre-
vious schemes. PMAY-U was
launched in 2015 to expand
affordable housing access for
people living in urban areas.
Women have been a major

focus of the housing pro-
gramme. Of the 1.25 crore
houses sanctioned under
PMAY-U and PMAY-U 2.0,
around one crore has been al-
lotted to women either in the
name of the female head of the
household or through joint
ownership. The scheme man-
dates ownership or co-owner-
ship in women beneficiaries’
names.The mission also prior-
itises housing for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Oth-
er Backward Classes, minori-
ties, senior citizens, persons
with disabilities and transgen-
der persons. Under PMAY-U
2.0, around 18.38 lakh houses
had been sanctioned as of Au-
gust 9. The scheme aims to
provide assistance to one crore
additional urban poor and
middle-class families between
2024 and 2029.

RODTEP EXTENSION LIKELY

Apple eyes
server return
with Nvidia Tech

CUPERTINO

LAM RESEARCH PLANS RS 10,000
CRORE INDIA INVESTMENT

BENGALURU

Tech giant Apple is reportedly
exploring a return to the enter-
prise server market by develop-
ing an in-house artificial intelli-
gence inference server. Accord-
ing to reports, the company has
discussed integrating Nvidia's
NVLink Fusion networking
technology to link its own
high-performance M8 Ultra pro-
cessors. Apple discontinued its
last dedicated server hardware
line over a decade ago. While
this new custom server project
could launch in future years, it
remains in early planning stag-
es. The potential collaboration
marks a surprising twist given
their historical rivalry, potential-
ly bridging two major industry
competitors to advance high-
end data center capabilities.

US-based semiconductor equip-
ment maker Lam Research Cor-
poration on Wednesday an-
nounced plans to invest approx-
imately Rs 10,000 crore in India
over the next several years to
establish its first silicon compo-
nent manufacturing facility and
expand advanced research and
development operations.

The announcement comes
ahead of SEMICON India 2026
and marks the next phase of the
company’s expansion in India,
where it has operated for more
than 25 years. The investment is
aimed at strengthening India’s
semiconductor ecosystem and
supporting global customers as
demand for advanced semicon-
ductor technologies grows.

The proposed facility will

e

“India represents an important part
of Lam’s global innovation and
growth strategy,”

Rangesh Raghavan, managing
director, Lam Research India.

support a vertically integrated
process covering silicon ingot
production and processing for
advanced semiconductor tech-
nologies and leading-edge
nodes. Lam Research also plans
to expand its India Center for
Engineering, which supports
global customer programmes in
design, testing, validation and
next-generation technology de-
velopment.

Rangesh Raghavan, corporate
vice president and managing
director of Lam Research India,

said India is an important part of
the company’s global innova-
tion and growth strategy. He
said the expansion reflects con-
fidence in India’s talent pool,
growing semiconductor ecosys-
tem and policy environment.
The company also plans to work
with the government, academia,
suppliers and startups.

The investment is expected to
create opportunities for partner-
ships with Indian suppliers pro-
viding specialised materials,
precision components, gases,
chemicals, metrology solutions
and manufacturing services.
Lam Research said the expan-
sion will bring specialised man-
ufacturing capabilities to India
while supporting advanced en-
gineering, high-technology
manufacturing and workforce
development.

Government llkely to extend RoDTEP scheme for exporters

NEW DELHI

The government is likely
to extend the Remission of
Duties and Taxes on Ex-
ported Products (RoDTEP)
Scheme for another five
years to support exporters
and boost overseas ship-
ments, a senior official
said on Wednesday. The
scheme was extended in
April for six months until
September 30.

The Commerce Ministry
is discussing the proposed
extension with the Finance
Ministry’s Department of
Expenditure and has
sought Rs 23,000 crore for

implementing the scheme
in 2026-27. The allocation
for 2025-26 was Rs
18,232 crore, while the
budget allocation for the
current financial year
stands at Rs 10,000 crore.

Introduced in 2021,
RoDTEP provides export-
ers with refunds on taxes,
duties and levies incurred
during the manufacture
and distribution of goods.

It covers central, state

and local taxes and
charges that are not re-
funded under other pro-
grammes. Refund rates
under the scheme range
from 0.3 per cent to 3.9
per cent, helping exporters
compete with businesses
from other countries.

The scheme was extend-
ed in April as part of a
support package for ex-
porters amid uncertainty
in global markets caused
by the Middle East con-
flict. Exporters had faced
economic difficulties and
disruptions in shipping,
which resulted in a sharp
increase in transport costs.

The government sought
to maintain export mo-
mentum and limit poten-
tial job losses, particularly
among micro, small and
medium enterprises, which
employ large numbers of
workers.

The proposed five-year
extension is being consid-
ered as the government
weighs continued support
for exporters facing global
market challenges.

The Commerce Minis-
try’s request for Rs 23,000
crore is based on the allo-
cation provided for the
scheme in the previous fi-
nancial year.

Oracle begins fresh job cuts,
3,000 India roles at risk

NEW DELHI

Oracle has reportedly begun
another round of global job
cuts, with around 3,000 em-
ployees in India potentially af-
fected, according to industry
estimates. The reductions could
take the company’s India work-
force down to about 27,000
from 30,000.The latest cuts fol-
low Oracle’s earlier elimination
of around 21,000 jobs globally,
including nearly 12,000 posi-
tions in India, as the company
shifted spending towards artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) infrastruc-
ture. Industry expert Pareekh
Jain said new Al-related hiring

would not fully offset the loss-
es, as recruitment would be
limited and largely case-by-
case.Reports of the layoffs
have also surfaced on social
media, with some users claim-
ing to be Oracle employees in
India describing short notice
before their positions were
eliminated. However, the com-
pany’s official position on the
reported number of affected
employees was not provided in
the report.The developments
come amid workforce reduc-
tions at several multinational
companies operating Global
Capability Centres (GCCs) in
India.




CITYSHILIGHTS

HUBBALLI

EDITORIAL

THURSDAY » SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Shyam Sundar Vattam

BJP’s K’'taka Conundrum:
Ballari Triumph,
Bengaluru Trouble

he Bharatiya Janata
I Party may be basking
in the political after-
glow of its ‘Ballari Chalo’
padayatra, but beneath the
saffron celebrations lies a
much more complicated real-
ity. The march from Bengal-
uru to Ballari, organised to
highlight the alleged multi-
crore irregularities in the Val-
miki Scheduled Tribe Devel-
opment Corporation during
the tenure of B. Nagendra,
has given the BJP a
much-needed political weap-
on against the Congress gov-
ernment. Yet, the party’s own
house remains far from or-
derly.

The real battle for the BJP
is not merely on the streets of
Ballari. It is being fought in-
side the party.

A section of BJP leaders
continues to be at loggerheads
with State president B.Y. Vi-
jayendra. Dissenting leaders
have repeatedly travelled to
New Delhi, seeking the inter-
vention of the central leader-
ship and demanding a change
at the helm in Karnataka.
Their argument is that the par-
ty needs a different face to
take on the Congress in the
2028 Assembly elections.

But the BJP’s central lead-
ership appears reluctant to
open that door.

With roughly 18 months
still remaining before the As-
sembly elections, the party
high command seems inclined
to give Vijayendra time to
consolidate his position.
There is also the enduring po-
litical calculation surrounding
former Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa, whose influence
among the Lingayat commu-
nity continues to be regarded
by the BJP leadership as an
important electoral asset.

This, however, raises a larg-
er question: How long can a
national party continue to de-
pend on one towering person-
ality to manage its Karnataka
politics?

The BJP’s biggest chal-
lenge today is not merely
finding a leader. It is building
a credible second line of lead-
ership.

The Congress, despite its
own internal contradictions,
has managed to keep several
generations of leaders in po-
litical circulation. The BJP
too needs to create a leader-
ship pipeline rather than re-
peatedly falling back on es-
tablished names whenever
elections approach.

The apparent success of the
Ballari padayatra has only
sharpened the internal fault
lines. While Vijayendra and
his supporters may see the
mobilisation as evidence of
his growing stature, not ev-
eryone in the party appears
willing to hand him the polit-
ical credit. For some leaders,
the success of Ballari was less
a BJP victory and more a Vi-
jayendra victory and that dis-
tinction matters in a fac-

tion-ridden party.

At the same time, another
interesting political drama is
unfolding.

Several veteran leaders who
were expelled or suspended
from the BJP for various rea-
sons are now eager to return.
They apparently see the 2028
elections as an opportunity for
a major saffron comeback and
do not want to remain outside
the party when the electoral
tide turns. The central leader-
ship, too, may be tempted by
the prospect of reconciliation,
while simultaneously sending
a message that no individual
is bigger than the organisa-
tion.

That message, however,
cuts both ways.

If the BJP wants discipline,
it must apply the same yard-
stick to every faction. If it
wants unity, it must create
space for dissent without al-
lowing dissent to become sab-
otage. And if it wants victory
in 2028, it must settle the
leadership question well be-
fore the election campaign
reaches fever pitch.

Meanwhile, a third camp
has already begun projecting
Vijayendra as the BJP’s
strong future leader in Karna-
taka. The political irony is
that his supporters are build-
ing his image at precisely the
moment when a sizeable sec-
tion of the party remains un-
comfortable with his leader-
ship.

Thus, the BJP finds itself
caught between legacy, loyal-
ty and leadership.

Should Vijayendra lead the
party into the 2028 battle?
Should the BJP look for a
more broadly acceptable se-
nior leader? Should it bring
back experienced leaders who
are currently outside the or-
ganisational fold? Or should
it invest aggressively in
younger leaders and finally
build a leadership structure
that does not revolve around a
single family or personality?

These are not cosmetic
questions. They could deter-
mine whether the BJP merely
creates political noise in Kar-
nataka or actually returns to
power.

The Ballari march may
have given the BJP a tempo-
rary spring in its step. But
electoral victories are not
built on padayatras alone.
They are built on organisa-
tion, unity, credibility, leader-
ship and a clear political nar-
rative.

The Congress may be the
BJP’s principal opponent in
2028. But before taking on
the Congress, the BJP must
first answer a more uncom-
fortable question:

Who is going to lead the
saffron army into battle?

Until that question is set-
tled, the BJP’s Karnataka
campaign may remain a curi-
ous spectacle — victorious on
the streets, but uncertain in
the corridors of its own house.

UNSPOKEN COURAGE, THE QUIET ARCHITECTURE OF MATERNAL DEVOTION

ments of everyday life, an

extraordinary force oper-
ates without fanfare or expec-
tation of reward: a mother’s
love. Long before society de-
bated the nature of leadership
or altruism, motherhood es-
tablished the baseline for un-
conditional devotion. It is an
instinctual commitment that
quietly underpins human con-
tinuity, shaping character, sus-
taining families, and serving
as the invisible foundation
upon which resilient commu-
nities are built.

To speak of maternal sacri-
fice is not merely to recount
acts of dramatic heroism,
though history and literature
are full of them. Rather, it is
to acknowledge the steady,
daily erosion of selfhood that
defines the journey of raising
a child. A mother’s love is in-
herently sacrificial, requiring
the constant recalibration of
her own ambitions, comfort,

In the quiet, unscripted mo-

physical energy, and time to
prioritize the well-being of
another. From sleepless nights
spent cradling an ailing infant
to the quiet endurance of fi-
nancial and emotional hard-
ship, mothers consistently
trade their immediate ease for
their children's future security.

This selflessness extends
far beyond physical caretak-

P

ing. The true depth of mater-
nal sacrifice lies in its emo-
tional weight. A mother acts
as an emotional shelter, ab-
sorbing her child's fears, frus-
trations, and uncertainties
while projecting a sense of
calm and stability. She be-
comes the ultimate listener,
celebrating minor triumphs
with genuine fervor and cush-
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ioning life’s early failures
with gentle grace. Long after
a child steps out into the wid-
er world, it is the memory of
that unconditional sanctuary
that provides the confidence
to face adversity.

Yet, society frequently
takes this profound devotion
for granted, treating maternal
sacrifice as an obligation rath-
er than a conscious, noble
choice. We celebrate mothers
in grand seasonal gestures,
but often fail to offer the
structural support, systemic
equity, and social empathy
they deserve. Recognizing the
depth of maternal love re-
quires more than sentimental
praise; it demands a collective
commitment to valuing their
labor, safeguarding their men-
tal and physical well-being,
and respecting their individu-
ality beyond the maternal
role.

Ultimately, a mother’s de-
votion is an exercise in the art

of letting go. The fundamental
paradox of parenting is that a
mother pours her entire exis-
tence into nurturing an indi-
vidual so that they may one
day survive without her. Her
sacrifice culminates not in
keeping her child close, but in
empowering them to fly to-
ward their own horizons.

As we navigate an increas-
ingly complex and divided
world, the values modeled
by maternal love patience,
empathy, selflessness, and
fierce resilience offer a vital
blueprint for human connec-
tion. A mother's love remains
our earliest lesson in what it
means to care deeply for an-
other human being. It is a
quiet architecture of devo-
tion that structures our lives,
leaving an indelible imprint
long after the child has
grown and the mother’s
hands have rested.

- SHARON FAUSTINA J

1980 RETURNS, CLOTHES HAVE
CHANGED, BUT CHILDHOOD HAS
NOT RETURNED

ashion has a strange
Fway of travelling

through time. Styles that
were popular in the 1980s are
returning today bright co-
lours, loose clothing, denim,
retro designs, old-school hair-
styles and vintage accessories.
What was once considered
outdated is now being pre-
sented as stylish and modern.

But behind this revival lies
an interesting question: If the
fashion of the 1980s can re-
turn, why can’t the childhood
of that era return?

The 1980s were very differ-
ent from today. Childhood
was largely free from smart-
phones, social media, online
classes and constant digital
entertainment. Children spent
more time outdoors, playing
traditional games, cycling
through neighbourhoods, vis-
iting friends and enjoying
simple moments with family.

A playground did not need
expensive equipment to be-
come a world of imagination.
A ball, a bicycle, a kite or
even a few friends were
enough to create hours of
happiness. Children invented
their own games and learned
cooperation, patience and
friendship through direct in-
teraction.

Today, children have access
to remarkable technology.
Smartphones, tablets, video
games and streaming plat-
forms offer entertainment and
educational opportunities that
earlier generations could not
imagine. Technology has
made learning faster and com-
munication easier. Yet it has
also changed the nature of
childhood.

Many children now spend
long hours in front of screens.
Instead of meeting friends
physically, they may commu-

Echoes of a vanished childhood

Walking through our city streets today, one cannot help but notice the striking contrast between past and pres-
ent. While fashion trends from the 1980s have made a triumphant comeback with corduroy, retro prints, and
vintage cuts filling store windows the essence of childhood from that era remains entirely lost. Today’s children
are weighed down by intense academic pressures, digital distractions, and structured schedules, leaving little
room for the carefree, unstructured play we once enjoyed. We may successfully revive the aesthetic style of
the 1980s, but we are failing to restore the simple, unburdened innocence that truly defined that golden era.

- Dasha Vinayak

DR. VIJAY GARG

The difference is not simply about
old versus new. Every generation
has its own advantages. The real
concern is balance.

nicate through messages or
online games. Instead of run-
ning outside, they may remain
indoors. The result is that
children can be more digitally
connected while becoming
less connected with nature,
neighbours and even family
members.

The difference is not simply
about old versus new. Every
generation has its own advan-
tages. The real concern is bal-
ance.

We should not romanticise
the 1980s and pretend that ev-
erything was better. Those
years also had limitations. Ed-
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ucation, communication and
access to information were
not as convenient as they are
today. Modern technology has
brought enormous benefits
and should not be rejected.

But perhaps we can bring
back some of the values of
that childhood.

We can encourage children
to play outdoors, read physi-
cal books, spend time with
grandparents, participate in
family conversations, explore
nature and develop hobbies
beyond screens. A few hours
without digital devices can
create opportunities for imag-
ination and genuine human
connection.

The return of retro fashion
reminds us that society often
looks backwards for inspira-
tion. Perhaps we should do
the same with childhood not
by bringing back every fea-
ture of the past, but by recov-
ering its simplicity.

Fashion can return because
clothes can be redesigned.
Childhood cannot return in
exactly the same form be-
cause time moves only for-
ward. But the joy, curiosity,
freedom, friendship and sim-
plicity associated with an ear-
lier childhood can still be pro-
tected.

The real challenge is there-
fore not to recreate the 1980s.
It is to create a modern child-
hood that combines the best
of technology with the time-
less values of human connec-
tion.

The clothes of the 1980s
may come back into fashion.
But if we want today’s chil-
dren to experience the rich-
ness of childhood, we must
bring back something more
important than old styles the
freedom to play, imagine, ex-
plore and simply be children.

)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IS
ESSENTIAL IN THE
CAMPAIGN TO SAVE WATER

he water crisis in India
I is becoming increasing-
ly serious. Groundwater
levels are declining in many
areas, ponds and wells are
drying up, and dependence on
groundwater for agriculture
and drinking water is increas-
ing. At this time, the responsi-
bility of conserving water can-
not rest solely with the govern-
ment. Public participation is
also essential. With this vision,
the "Jal Sanchay Jan
Bhagidari" campaign has been
launched.

Launched on September 6,
2024, the primary objective of
this campaign is to conserve
rainwater, increase groundwa-
ter levels, and strengthen local
water sources. Emphasis is
placed on building low-cost
water conservation structures,
reusing old and defunct tube
wells, and implementing water
conservation measures tailored
to local needs.

The unique feature of this
campaign is that, along with
the government, the general
public, panchayats, social orga-
nizations, and companies can
also participate. Its foundation
is three Cs community, corpo-
rate social responsibility, and
cost. This means community
participation, corporate social
responsibility, and cost-effec-
tive water conservation. This is
an attempt to transform water
conservation from a mere gov-
ernment scheme to a public
campaign.

To this end, a large number
of water conservation struc-
tures have been built. Under
the first phase, more than 2.7
million water conservation
structures were built across the
country by May 2025. Follow-
ing this, the second phase was
launched in June 2025. By
May 2026, more than 15 mil-
lion groundwater recharge
structures had been built. By
September 3, 2026, this num-
ber had increased to more than
15.8 million. This data indi-
cates that water conservation is
being promoted on a large
scale in the country.

But simply building struc-
tures isn't enough. They also
need to be properly sited, reg-
ularly maintained, and used
correctly. If rainwater doesn't
reach these structures or if they
become clogged with mud and
debris over the years, their pur-
pose will be defeated. There-
fore, local people must also
take responsibility for their
maintenance.

India has long had a tradition
of water conservation. Village
ponds, wells, stepwells, johads,
and small dams met people's

needs. Ancient water sources
remain a reminder of this in
many parts of the country, in-
cluding Haryana and Rajas-
than. During modern develop-
ment, we neglected these
sources and began overusing
groundwater. Now is the time
to combine ancient wisdom
with modern science.

To this end, the water con-
servation public participation
campaign has been integrated
with the "Rainwater Harvest-
ing" campaign. In June 2026, it
was redesigned as the "Jal
Shakti Abhiyan, Rainwater
Harvesting." Its simple mes-
sage is to prevent every possi-
ble drop of rain from flowing
away and to channel it into the
ground.

A major cause of the water
Crisis is excessive water use in
agriculture. Many farmers
grow crops that require a lot of
water. Tube wells are constant-
ly operated to extract ground-
water. This rapidly depletes
groundwater. Therefore, to
conserve water, it is important
to promote crop diversifica-
tion, drip irrigation, sprinkler
irrigation, and water-efficient
crops. Gram Panchayats can
also play an important role in
water conservation. Each vil-
lage can prepare its own "water
budget." This should include a
breakdown of how much water
the village receives annually,
how much water is used for
agriculture and household pur-
poses, and how much water
can be returned to the ground.
This will help people under-
stand the actual water situation
in their area.

Schools and colleges can
also play an important role in
this endeavor. Instead of teach-
ing children about water con-
servation only through text-
books, schools should imple-
ment rainwater harvesting, tree
planting, and water conserva-
tion programs on campus.
Through children, the message
of water conservation can
reach homes.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti's
departmental conference, held
on September 1 and 2, 2026,
also emphasized improved co-
ordination between the Centre
and the states. Along with wa-
ter conservation, the need for
water awareness, training,
sharing experiences between
states, and the compilation of
accurate water-related data was
also discussed. This is essential
because water problems are
not the same in every state and
region. Some face floods,
while others face drought.

- DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

Honoring unsung maternal sacrifice

Your recent commentary on maternal devotion deeply resonated with me. Society frequently praises mothers with
sentimental words, yet consistently overlooks the immense physical, mental, and economic sacrifices they make every
day. From setting aside personal ambitions to acting as emotional anchors for their families, mothers quietly build the
foundation of our society without expecting recognition. It is time we move beyond annual celebrations and offer
mothers genuine structural support, equal opportunities, and social empathy. True respect lies not in taking their self-
lessness for granted, but in actively easing their burdens and valuing their individuality alongside their maternal roles.

- Velumuthu
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SBN declared
terrorist organisation
under UAPA

NEW DELHI
The Central government
on Wednesday declared
the Shahzad Bhatti Net-
work (SBN) a terrorist
organisation under the
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA).
The Ministry of Home
Affairs said the network
is linked to cross-border
smuggling of arms, ex-
plosives and narcotics.
Authorities have also al-
leged that the network
attempts to radicalise
vulnerable youths and
petty criminals. The net-
work has been men-
tioned in connection
with the wider gang-
ster-terror ecosystem
and rivalry involving
jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi. Investiga-
tors have also examined
alleged links between
the network and crimi-
nal activities, including
the murder of Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewa-
la. The government’s
designation places SBN
under the legal frame-
work applicable to or-
ganisations listed as
terrorist organisations
under the UAPA. The
move comes amid con-
tinued action against al-
leged organised crime
and terror networks op-
erating across borders.

Delhi police
bust matrimonial
fraud racket

NEW DELHI
Delhi Police have bust-
ed a pan -India matri-
monial fraud racket that
allegedly cheated peo-
ple by using fake brides
and staged phone calls
to gain their trust. Police
registered a case after a
complainant alleged
that he was lured
through a matrimonial
website and cheated of
Rs 15,000 on the pre-
text of registration, pro-
file access and account
activation. According to
the investigation, the
accused allegedly creat-
ed fake matrimonial
profiles and used wom-
en to pose as prospec-
tive brides. Staged calls
were reportedly made
to convince victims that
the profiles and mar-
riage proposals were
genuine. Police have
taken action against
those allegedly involved
in the racket and are in-
vestigating its wider
network. The case high-
lights the risks of mak-
ing payments or sharing
personal information
with unverified matri-
monial platforms.

‘Adults can nominate
queer partners for
medical decisions’

NEW DELHI
The Centre has told the
Delhi High Court that
adults can nominate
their queer partners to
make medical decisions
on their behalf, subject
to applicable legal and
medical procedures.
The response came dur-
ing a petition filed by Ar-
shiya Takkar, seeking
guidelines to recognise
non-heterosexual part-
ners as medical repre-
sentatives. Such recog-
nition would allow a
nominated partner to
participate in important
treatment decisions
when a patient cannot
communicate or provide
consent. The petition
highlights challenges
faced by queer couples
when hospitals seek
family members or
recognised representa-
tives. The Centre’s sub-
mission will be consid-
ered by the High Court
as it examines the legal
and procedural frame-
work for medical
representation.

Narendra's ongoing Trump

appeasement: Cong's dig on UPI

The opposition party demanded that this “anti-national” decision should be
immediately withdrawn, and UPI should be kept free of charge as before.

NEW DELHI

The Congress has questioned
the Centre’s recent move con-
cerning the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), alleging that
the decision could benefit
American companies.

Congress general secretary
(in-charge of communica-
tions) Jairam Ramesh raised
questions about the govern-
ment’s decision and linked it
to what he described as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ap-
proach towards US President
Donald Trump.

Ramesh used the phrase
“Narendra’s Ongoing Trump
Appeasement” while criticis-
ing the government over the
UPI-related development. He
also said the Prime Minister
had “redefined NOTA” in ref-
erence to the move. His re-
marks were part of the Con-
gress party’s criticism of the
government’s handling of In-
dia-US economic and
trade-related issues.

The Congress leader also

-

questioned the government’s
decision concerning the Mer-
chant Discount Rate (MDR),
a charge associated with digi-
tal payment transactions. He
asked whether the move had
been taken with the interests
of US companies in mind.
The comments come amid
continuing political debate
over India’s digital payments
ecosystem and its internation-
al implications. UPI has be-
come a major component of
India’s digital payment infra-
structure, with transactions
involving banks, payment ser-
vice providers and merchants.
Ramesh’s remarks represent
the Congress’s political criti-
cism of the government’s de-
cision. The government’s po-
sition and the stated rationale
behind the UPT and MDR-re-

RaGa attacks Modi over UPI charges

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday criticised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over the Centre’s new
Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) framework for select-
ed UPI transactions. Gandhi urged the government to
withdraw what he described as a “UPI tax.” Under the
new framework, a 0.4% MDR will apply from Octo-
ber 15 to specified merchant UPI transactions above
Rs 2,000, subject to a maximum charge of Rs 300.
Person-to-person UPI transfers will remain free. Gandhi
also alleged that the move was linked to pressure from
the United States and criticised Modi over his approach
towards US President Donald Trump. These are polit-
ical claims made by Gandhi and are not established
facts. The government, meanwhile, has said the MDR is
not a tax and will not be collected by the government
or NPCI. It said the framework is intended to support
the sustainability and expansion of the UPI ecosystem.

lated measures are separate
matters and would need to be
considered alongside the op-
position’s claims.

The Congress has repeated-
ly questioned the Centre over
its economic and trade poli-
cies concerning the United

States. The latest comments
are part of that broader politi-
cal debate, with the party
seeking clarification on
whether the changes could af-
fect Indian payment compa-
nies and the domestic digital
payments ecosystem.

Don’t trust Delhi’s

words: Omar to
Ladakh leaders

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah has
advised the leadership in La-
dakh not to rely only on ver-
bal assurances from the Cen-
tre while pursuing their
demands.

Abdullah said Jammu and
Kashmir had experienced
what he described as the con-
sequences of relying on prom-
ises made by the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led Union gov-
ernment. He urged Ladakh's
leadership to seek clear and
documented commitments on
issues concerning the Union
Territory.

His remarks come amid
continuing discussions over
demands and concerns raised
by different groups in Ladakh.
The region has been seeking
attention to issues related to
its political representation,
administrative arrangements
and other long-standing de-
mands.

The Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister's comments re-
flect the political concerns

po

Amid escalating tensions
in Leh and Kargil, the
J&K CM said Ladakh’s
leaders must insist on
written and signed
guarantees before
placing trust in any
promise from the Centre.

surrounding the Centre's en-
gagement with Ladakh's lead-
ership. Ladakh was separated
from the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir and
made a Union Territory in
2019, following the reorgani-
sation of the state.

Abdullah's statement is
likely to add to the ongoing
debate over Ladakh's de-
mands and its relationship
with the Union government.
The region's leadership has
continued to press for greater
safeguards and clarity on its
political and administrative
future.

SC questions majority test
amid MLA disqualification

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
questioned whether a legisla-
tive majority test can be con-
sidered a safe basis for de-
ciding a political dispute
when some of the MLASs in-
volved are facing disqualifi-
cation proceedings.

The question was raised
during the hearing of the
Shiv Sena dispute involving
the Eknath Shinde-led fac-
tion. The court highlighted
the legal difficulties that
could arise if the numerical
strength of legislators is re-
lied upon while their eligibil-
ity to remain members of the
House is itself under
challenge.

The bench posed the ques-
tion to the Shinde faction as
it examined issues connected
with the Maharashtra politi-
cal crisis. The proceedings
involve questions over the
status of MLAs, the authori-
ty of the political parties and

the constitutional process to
be followed when legislators
face disqualification.

The court's observation fo-
cuses on the relationship be-
tween a floor test based on
legislative numbers and
pending disqualification pro-
ceedings. The issue is signif-
icant because the strength of
a faction could change de-
pending on the outcome of
disqualification petitions.

The Supreme Court is ex-
amining several legal ques-
tions arising from the Shiv
Sena split and the events that
followed. The dispute has
involved proceedings before
constitutional authorities, in-
cluding the Maharashtra As-
sembly Speaker, over the
status of legislators.

The latest hearing forms
part of the court's continuing
consideration of the complex
constitutional and legal is-
sues arising from the politi-
cal developments in
Mabharashtra.

‘Never asked for its removal’:
Kerala CM on AI dance video

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Congress leader V.D.
Satheesan has clarified that
he never asked for the re-
moval of an artificial intelli-
gence-generated dance video
featuring him, saying he had
publicly stated that he en-
joyed watching it.

Satheesan said the contro-
versy surrounding the video
arose after reports suggested
that there could be legal is-
sues connected with its cre-
ation and circulation. He
maintained that he had not
personally demanded that the
video be taken down from
social media platforms.

The Al-generated video
showed a digitally created
version of Satheesan dancing
and subsequently attracted
attention on social media. Its
circulation led to discussions
about the growing use of ar-
tificial intelligence in politi-
cal and public communica-
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tion, particularly when digi-
tally created material features
public figures.

Satheesan said he had
openly acknowledged that he
enjoyed the video. He ques-
tioned the suggestion that he
had sought its removal and
said the media had reported
that legal concerns surround-
ed the content. His clarifica-
tion was aimed at distin-
guishing his own position
from reports about possible
legal action.

The incident has also high-
lighted concerns surrounding
Al-generated videos, which
can create realistic but digi-
tally manipulated representa-
tions of individuals. Such
content can be difficult for
viewers to distinguish from

genuine footage when it is
widely shared online without
clear information about how
it was created.

The issue comes amid in-
creasing political and public
debate over the use of artifi-
cial intelligence in creating
images, videos and other
forms of digital content.
While such technology is be-
ing used for entertainment
and communication, its use
to portray public figures has
also raised questions about
consent, authenticity and po-
tential legal concerns.

Satheesan reiterated that he
had not sought the removal
of the video. He said his pub-
lic comments about enjoying
the content should not be in-
terpreted as a request for it to
be taken down. The clarifica-
tion comes as the video con-
tinues to draw attention and
discussion over the appropri-
ate use of Al-generated
material.

Delhi HC rejects
challenge to
NSUI, ABVP
participation

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday rejected a petition
challenging the participation
of candidates affiliated with
political student wings, in-
cluding NSUI and ABVP, in
the Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) elections. A
bench led by Chief Justice
D.K. Upadhyaya said political
parties must not interfere in
the polls, while noting that
student wings must be distin-
guished from their parent par-
ties. The court said Lyngdoh
Committee recommendations
prohibit political party associ-
ation but membership of a
student wing alone does not
establish such association. It
directed the university to en-
sure only bona fide students
participate and monitor cam-
paigns. DUSU elections are
scheduled for September 18.

SC PIL seeks

NEW DELHI

A public interest litigation
(PIL) filed in the Supreme
Court has sought a national
framework to tackle the man-
ufacture and distribution of
fake medicines and ensure
faster investigation and trial
of such cases.

The petition has sought di-
rections to the Centre and
state governments to com-
plete investigations into cases
involving counterfeit or fake
medicines within three
months. It has also sought di-
rections for trials in such cas-
es to be completed within one
year.

The plea highlights con-

cerns over the availability
and circulation of fake medi-
cines and the need for a coor-
dinated mechanism to deal
with such cases. It seeks
stronger and time-bound ac-
tion from authorities respon-
sible for investigating offenc-
es related to the manufacture,
sale and distribution of
medicines.

The petitioner has urged
the Supreme Court to consid-
er measures that could bring
greater uniformity to the han-
dling of fake medicine cases
across the country. The pro-
posed national framework is
aimed at ensuring that inves-
tigations and prosecutions do
not face prolonged delays.

TENSION IN NDA CAMP?

The plea also seeks ac-
countability from the author-
ities concerned and faster ju-
dicial proceedings once cases
reach the courts. It argues
that delays in investigation
and trial can affect efforts to
hold those responsible for the
manufacture or supply of
fake medicines accountable.

The petition comes against
the backdrop of concerns
over public health risks asso-
ciated with counterfeit medi-
cines. Such products may fail
to provide the intended treat-
ment and can pose serious
risks to consumers, depend-
ing on their composition and
the circumstances in which
they are used.

national framework against fake medicines

The Supreme Court's con-
sideration of the PIL could
bring renewed attention to
the regulatory and legal
mechanisms governing the
pharmaceutical sector. The
petition seeks coordinated
action by the Centre and
states, along with fixed time-
lines for investigations and
trials.

The matter raises broader
questions about enforcement,
coordination among agencies
and the speed of judicial pro-
ceedings in cases involving
fake medicines. Further pro-
ceedings before the Supreme
Court will determine how
the petition's requests are
examined.

RJD outreach to Nitish raises NDA questions

PATNA

The Rashtriya Janata Dal’s
(RJD) recent invitation to
JD(U) leader Nitish Kumar to
leave the NDA and form a
government with its support
has triggered discussion over
the possible political implica-
tions of the move.

RJD leader Bhai Virendra
recently urged Nitish Kumar
to break ties with the BJP and
join hands with the RJD. His
appeal came amid differences
between the BJP and JD(U)
over the proposed implemen-
tation of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) in Bihar. The
JD(U) has said it will exam-
ine the provisions before tak-
ing a final position.

The RJID’s outreach has
been viewed in some political
circles as an attempt to high-
light differences within the
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NDA. The party has sought to
position itself as an alterna-
tive partner for Nitish Kumar,
while publicly arguing that
the JD(U)’s ideological posi-
tion differs from that of the
BJP on certain issues.
Questions have also been
raised over the future role of
Nitish Kumar’s son, Nishant
Kumar, in the JD(U). Nishant
Kumar has entered active pol-
itics and has been given a sig-
nificant role within the party.
He was also among JD(U)
candidates elected unopposed

Nishant enters
politics amid
alliancedebate

Nitish Kumar’s son,
Nishant, enters active
politics and secures a

legislative council seat,
drawing RJD com-
mentary. Meanwhile,
upcoming Uniform Civil
Code debates and NDA
realignments add new
dimensions to Bihar’s
evolving political
landscape.

to the Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil in June.

The RJD has previously
commented on Nishant Ku-
mar’s political entry. Its lead-
ers have publicly welcomed

his entry into politics while
also raising questions on is-
sues including his educational
qualifications.

The latest RJD offer comes
at a time when the UCC has
become a subject of political
debate in Bihar. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah has said
the UCC would be imple-
mented in NDA-ruled states
before the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, while the JD(U) has
indicated that it will consider
the proposed provisions be-
fore deciding its position.

Whether the RJD’s out-
reach leads to any change in
Bihar’s political alignment
remains dependent on deci-
sions by the parties and their
leaders. For now, the offer has
added another dimension to
the debate over relations be-
tween the BJP and JD(U)
within the NDA.

Defection: WB Assembly
issues notices to
10 rebel TMC MLASs

KOLKATA

The West Bengal Assembly
Secretariat has issued notic-
es to 10 Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MLAs in connection
with a petition seeking their
disqualification from the
state Assembly.

The notices have been
served on Leader of Opposi-
tion Ritabrata Banerjee and
nine other legislators. The
development comes amid a
political dispute over the
status of the MLAs and their
association with the ruling
party.

The disqualification plea
has prompted the Assembly
Secretariat to seek responses
from the legislators con-
cerned. The notices are part
of the process through which
the claims and objections
raised in the petition can be
examined before any further
decision is taken.

The issue is linked to the
political position of the 10
MLAs, who have been de-
scribed as rebel TMC legis-
lators. Their status and con-
duct have become the sub-
ject of proceedings before
the Assembly authorities.
The matter is expected to in-
volve arguments from both
sides regarding the applica-
ble rules and constitutional
provisions governing dis-
qualification of legislators.

Leader of Opposition Ri-
tabrata Banerjee is among
those who received the no-
tice. The other nine legisla-
tors will also be required to
respond to the issues raised
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in the disqualification peti-
tion. The notices do not by
themselves amount to a
final decision on the legisla-
tors' membership of the
Assembly.

Disqualification proceed-
ings involving elected repre-
sentatives are governed by
constitutional provisions and
Assembly rules. Such pro-
ceedings can involve exam-
ination of the circumstances
under which legislators
changed their political
position or allegedly acted
in violation of applicable
rules.

The latest development
adds another layer to the po-
litical dispute in West Ben-
gal. The Assembly Secretar-
iat's notices provide the leg-
islators an opportunity to
present their position on the
allegations and the request
for disqualification.

Further proceedings will
determine how the petition
is considered and whether
additional hearings or sub-
missions are required. Any
final decision regarding the
legislators' membership will
depend on the outcome of
the proceedings before
the competent Assembly
authority.
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‘India deeply
concerned over drone
attack near Mecca’

NEW DELHI
India on Wednesday ex-
pressed deep concern
over a reported drone
attack near the holy city
of Mecca in Saudi Ara-
bia. External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Ran-
dhir Jaiswal said India
was deeply concerned
about the incident. India
also called for the early
restoration of peace and
stability in the region.
The statement came
amid reports of a drone
being intercepted near
Mecca. The Ministry of
External Affairs said In-
dia opposes actions
that threaten civilian
lives and infrastructure.
The incident has raised
concerns because of
the proximity to one of
Islam’s holiest sites. In-
dia’s response comes as
tensions continue in the
region, with New Delhi
reiterating its call for
peace and stability.

-
Gujarat man gets
second passport
using fake papers

AHMEDABAD
The Gujarat Anti-Terror-
ist Squad (ATS) has ar-
rested Harikesh Pranav-
kumar Patel for alleged-
ly obtaining a second
passport using forged
documents while his
original passport was
deposited in court in an
Enforcement Directo-
rate case. Patel, a resi-
dent of Shahibaug, was
arrested on September
12 following a tip-off.
According to investiga-
tors, he allegedly sub-
mitted false address
documents from Delhi
and Agra to obtain an-
other passport from
Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh. The ATS said
Patel’s original passport
had been deposited
during an ED investiga-
tion into an alleged
money-laundering case.
He allegedly used the
second passport to
travel abroad through
Bhutan, Bangkok, Sin-
gapore and Dubai be-
fore returning through
Nepal. Police have reg-
istered a case under rel-
evant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta and Passports Act.
Further investigation is
underway.

Jharkhand approves
free sanitary
pads scheme

RANCHI
The Jharkhand govern-
ment has approved a Rs
124.37 crore scheme to
provide free sanitary
pads every month to
girls studying in Classes
6 to 12 in government
schools. The scheme,
expected to begin in No-
vember 2026, will cover
nearly 13,000 schools.
Around 8.50 lakh girls
are expected to receive
10 pads each monthin
the initial phase. The
sanitary pads are
planned to be oxo-bio-
degradable. The pro-
gramme aims to im-
prove menstrual hy-
giene and reduce ab-
senteeism among
schoolgirls. The govern-
ment will need to en-
sure regular procure-
ment, distribution and
safe disposal facilities
across schools. A school
in Ranchi has already in-
stalled sanitary pad
vending machines and
an incinerator with CSR
support, providing a
possible model for
implementation.

SC to hear plea on standard
election manifestos

The petition sought directives for the Ministry of Law
and Justice to hold political parties accountable for
rational election manifesto promises.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to list for
hearing a plea seeking a stan-
dard format for election man-
ifestos issued by political
parties. The petition seeks to
make the intentions, policy
positions and proposed
promises of parties clearer to
voters before elections.

The petition was filed in
2022 by advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay. It sought
directions to the Ministry of
Law and Justice to take ap-
propriate steps to make polit-
ical parties accountable for
what the petitioner described
as essential and rational
promises made in their elec-
tion manifestos.

The plea argues that a
common format could help
voters understand and com-
pare the policies and com-
mitments of different politi-
cal parties more clearly. It
seeks greater clarity in the
presentation of manifesto
promises, particularly on is-
sues that may have a direct
impact on public finances
and governance.

WHAT THE
PETITION SEEKS

A new petition urges
a common manifesto
format for clearer voter
comparison of party
policies and public
finance commitments.
While the Supreme
Court previously ruled
these aren’t corrupt
practices, it has agreed
to hear this latest plea.

The issue of election man-
ifestos has previously come
before the Supreme Court. In
its 2013 judgment in S. Sub-
ramaniam Balaji v. Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu, the
court examined the nature of
manifesto promises and held
that promises made in elec-
tion manifestos could not, by
themselves, be treated as cor-
rupt practices under the Rep-

resentation of the People Act.

The Election Commission
of India also has guidelines
relating to election manifes-
tos. Its published material
refers to Supreme Court di-
rections concerning guide-
lines for manifestos and the
role of the Election Commis-
sion in framing them.

The latest development
does not amount to a final
ruling on whether political
parties must adopt a uniform
manifesto format. The court
has only agreed to list the pe-
tition for hearing. The pro-
ceedings will determine how
the court considers the peti-
tioner's requests and the ex-
isting legal and regulatory
framework governing elec-
tion manifestos.

The case comes as political
parties continue to issue de-
tailed manifestos during elec-
tions, covering areas such as
welfare schemes, employ-
ment, infrastructure, taxation
and other policy matters. The
proposed standard format
could bring the structure and
presentation of such docu-
ments before the court for
further consideration.

Independents gain
strong presence
in Rajasthan
local polls

JAIPUR

Independent candidates and
smaller political formations
have emerged as an important
factor in Rajasthan’s urban
local body elections, securing
more than 30 per cent of the
votes outside the BJP-Con-
gress contest and winning
over 2,200 wards across the
state.

The results have given in-
dependents a significant role
in several local bodies where
neither of the two major par-
ties has secured a clear major-
ity. In such places, indepen-
dent councillors could influ-
ence the formation of govern-
ing boards and the election of
chairpersons.

Bharatpur recorded a nota-
ble performance by indepen-
dent candidates. They won 36
of the 65 wards in the Munic-
ipal Corporation, while the
BJP secured 20 and the Con-
gress seven. In Sadulshahar
municipality in Sri Ganga-
nagar district, independents
won 22 of 25 wards. The BJP
won two and the Congress
one. Reports have indicated
that some independents were
backed by BJP rebels.

The results have also re-
newed discussion about the
political space available out-
side the BJP and Congress.
However, whether the perfor-
mance develops into a sus-
tained third political platform
at the state level remains un-
certain. The upcoming Zila
Parishad and Panchayat Sami-
ti elections will provide an-
other opportunity to assess the
strength of smaller parties and
independent candidates.

Rajasthan has witnessed
third-force politics and strong
independent performances at
different points in its electoral
history. In the 1990 Assembly
elections, the BJP won 85
seats, Janata Dal 55 and Con-
gress 50. The two parties later
formed the government, with
BJP leader Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat becoming chief
minister. In the 1952 Assem-
bly election, independents
won 35 seats, while the Ram
Rajya Parishad secured 24
and Congress won 82 seats in
the 160-member House.

The recent alliance between
the Rashtriya Loktantrik Party
and AIMIM has added anoth-
er element to the state’s polit-
ical landscape. RLP leader
Hanuman Beniwal and AIM-
IM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
jointly appeared in Jaipur
ahead of the local elections,
with the alliance presenting
itself as an alternative politi-
cal platform.

SC seeks Maharashtra
response over film
city tree felling

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
sought responses from the
Maharashtra government and
other authorities on a plea
challenging the proposed
felling of trees for a project
at Mumbai's Film City.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagc-
hi and V. Mohana heard the
matter. During the proceed-
ings, senior advocate Dhruv
Mehta brought the issue be-
fore the bench and sought
the court's consideration of
the concerns raised over the
proposed tree cutting.

The petition relates to a
project planned in Mumbai's
Film City and the impact of
the proposed work on trees
in the area. The plea has
raised questions concerning
the permission and process
involved in allowing trees to
be felled for the project.

The Supreme Court has
sought responses from Ma-
harashtra and other parties
involved in the matter. The
responses are expected to
provide the authorities' posi-
tion on the proposed tree
felling and the approvals or
procedures followed in con-
nection with the project.

The case brings environ-
mental concerns into focus
in the context of infrastruc-
ture and development proj-
ects in urban areas. Mum-
bai's Film City is located in
an area with substantial
green cover, making the pro-
posed removal of trees a
matter of public and environ-

Highlights

- Supreme Court sought
Maharashtra’s response on
tree felling.

- Case highlights urban
development versus
environmental conservation.

- Mumbai’s Film City
possesses substantial green
cover.

- Bench awaits submissions
before deciding further steps.

- Petition addresses
procedures required for major
projects.

- No final legal decision
reached at this stage.

mental interest.

The bench will consider
the submissions of the Maha-
rashtra government and other
respondents before taking
further steps in the proceed-
ings. The court's response
will depend on the material
and arguments presented by
the parties involved.

The petition is among cas-
es before the Supreme Court
concerning the balance be-
tween development projects
and environmental safe-
guards. The proceedings
could also bring attention to
the procedures required be-
fore trees are removed for
major projects.

No final decision has been
taken by the Supreme Court
at this stage on the proposed
tree felling. The matter will
proceed after the respondents
submit their responses to the
plea and the court examines
the issues raised.

ED raid

KOLKATA

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) on Wednesday
conducted search and
seizure operations at
around 17 premises in Kolk-
ata and Indore as part
of a money laundering in-
vestigation linked to an al-
leged investment fraud in-
volving the Amrit Group of
companies.

The searches were carried
out under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

According to officials, the
premises searched were
linked to the Amrit Group,
its directors and promoters.
The operation covered
locations associated with

individuals including
K.C. Dujari and Kali
Kishore Bagchi. The ED’s
Kolkata zone conducted the
searches in coordination
with security forces and
state police.

Officials alleged that the
Amrit Group and its direc-
tors collected substantial
amounts of money from
members of the public
through various deposit
schemes by promising high
returns. The agency is inves-
tigating allegations that the

Kharge criticises government
over US tariff threat

NEW DELHI

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Wednesday
criticised the Narendra Modi
government over growing
pressure from the United
States linked to India's pur-
chases of Russian oil. His
remarks came after the U.S.
House of Representatives ad-
vanced legislation that could
authorise President Donald
Trump to impose tariffs of
up to 100% on countries
buying Russian energy.

The legislation, known as
the Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026, seeks to in-
crease economic pressure on
Russia and also includes pro-
visions related to Iran. The
U.S. House moved the mea-
sure forward, bringing it
closer to a possible vote. Re-
uters reported that the bill
would give the U.S. Presi-
dent additional authority to
impose tariffs on countries
such as India and China over
their reliance on Russian
energy.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Kharge questioned the
government's handling of
India's foreign and trade pol-
icy. He alleged that repeated
U.S. pressure had exposed
weaknesses in the govern-
ment's approach and said
New Delhi was giving in to
American demands. Kharge's
comments were made in the
context of the possible tariff
action over Russian oil pur-
chases.

The proposed U.S. mea-
sure has raised concerns be-
cause India remains a major

The US House advanced
a bill granting the
President authority to
tariff India and China
over Russian energy
reliance.

buyer of Russian crude. Re-
uters reported that India has
continued purchasing Rus-
sian oil while maintaining its
broader strategic relationship
with Moscow, with Indian
officials citing energy secu-
rity considerations. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and

Russian President Vladimir
Putin also discussed bilateral
ties and economic coopera-
tion during their recent meet-
ing in New Delhi.

The tariff provision is part
of wider U.S. efforts to in-
crease economic pressure on
Russia over its war in
Ukraine. The legislation has
received strong support in
the U.S. Senate, while some
lawmakers have raised con-
cerns about giving the Presi-
dent wider tariff powers.

For India, the issue could
have implications for trade
and energy costs if the pro-
posed tariff powers are ulti-
mately used. The legislation
still has to complete the U.S.
legislative process before
any such tariff action can
take effect. Meanwhile,
Kharge's remarks have added
to the domestic political de-
bate over India's response to
pressure from Washington
and its continuing energy re-
lationship with Russia.

AT A GLANCE

trade policy.

m Kharge criticized the government’s handling of foreign and

pressure.

m He alleged New Delhi capitulated under mounting U.S.

sian oil buyers.

m Remarks targeted proposed U.S. tariff actions on Rus-

gy needs.

m India continues purchasing Russian crude to secure ener-

tariffs on major importers.

m The U.S. Senate-backed legislation threatens steep

m The ongoing diplomatic friction highlights domestic polit-
ical debates over foreign policy.

Cong uses informal outreach
to engage Gen-Z in Indore

INDORE

The Congress has adopted a
more informal approach to
connect with Generation Z
in Indore ahead of Rahul
Gandhi’s scheduled event,
moving beyond traditional
political meetings and public
meetings. Party workers are
reaching out to young peo-
ple through cafes, libraries,
hostels, cricket grounds and
music sessions.

The campaign has focused
on meeting students and
young residents in places
they regularly visit. Instead
of depending only on
speeches, stages and formal
gatherings, workers are
holding conversations and
organising activities to en-
courage interaction. Cricket
matches and informal musi-
cal “jamming” sessions are
among the activities being
used.

The initiative comes ahead
of Gandhi’s visit to Indore
and is aimed at increasing
engagement with younger
sections of the city. Party
workers are using the period
before the event to interact
with students and youth and
discuss their concerns.

The Congress has also
moved some of its outreach
programmes into spaces
such as cafes, libraries and
hostels. These settings allow
party workers to interact
with young people in a less
formal environment. This

s 17 premises in investment frau

promised returns were not
repaid, resulting in losses to
investors.

During the searches, ED
teams examined documents
and other materials found at
the premises. The agency is
looking into financial trans-
actions connected with the
group and its associated in-
dividuals to trace the move-
ment of funds and establish
the financial trail, officials
said.

The searches are also
aimed at gathering evidence

differs from conventional
rallies and stage events.

The outreach effort high-
lights the growing impor-
tance of Generation Z in
political communication.
Young people increasingly
encounter political messages
through social media, com-
munity activities and infor-
mal conversations. Political
parties have therefore been
experimenting with different
ways of reaching them be-
yond traditional campaign
formats.

In Indore, the Congress
campaign is combining
sports, music and face-to-
face discussions as it pre-
pares for Gandhi’s event.
The activities are intended
to create opportunities for
interaction with young peo-
ple and bring party workers
closer to student and youth
communities.

The campaign has re-
placed conventional meth-
ods, such as indoor meetings
and formal receptions, with
more casual engagements.
Whether through a cricket
pitch, a library, hostel or
music session, the focus re-
mains on direct contact with
young residents ahead of the
event.

SC notice over
plea to revive
Sridevi’s
property suit

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has is-
sued notice on a plea seeking
revival of a civil suit concern-
ing actor Sridevi's property in
Chennai. The court has sought
responses from her husband
Boney Kapoor and daughters
Janhvi Kapoor and Khushi
Kapoor.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices K.V. Viswanathan and
Arun Pillai issued the notice
while hearing the plea. The
petition seeks reconsideration
of proceedings related to the
property dispute and asks that
the earlier suit be revived.

The case concerns a proper-
ty in Chennai associated with
the late actor Sridevi. The dis-
pute involves questions relat-
ing to the legal rights and
claims concerning the proper-
ty and the earlier proceedings
initiated before a court.

The Supreme Court's notice
gives the respondents an op-
portunity to present their po-
sition on the plea. Boney Ka-
poor, Janhvi Kapoor and Khu-
shi Kapoor have been asked
to respond to the issues raised
by the petitioner. The court's
decision to seek responses
does not amount to a final
finding on the claims made in
the petition. The matter will
be considered further after the
respondents place their sub-
missions before the court.

ED raids Amrit
Group over
deposits

The Enforcement Direc-
torate searches Amrit
Group premises over

allegations of collecting
public deposits with
false promises of high
returns. Investigators

are examining financial
trails and company
records under the PMLA
to trace missing funds
and irregularities.

about the activities of
the companies, the role

d case

of their directors and
promoters and the handling
of funds collected from in-
vestors. The agency is ex-
pected to examine company
records and financial
documents to determine
the extent of the alleged
irregularities.

The latest action is part of
the ED’s investigation into
suspected proceeds of crime
under the PMLA. The
searches were still underway
when officials shared details
of the operation. No final
finding of guilt has been es-
tablished against the individ-
uals or companies named in
the investigation, and further
action will depend on the
evidence gathered during the
probe.
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EUwarnsagainst
ultra-nationalismand
interference

STRASBOURGEU
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen urged the bloc to
stand strong against ex-
ternal threats during her
annual address. Speak-
ing in Strasbourg, she
warned that ultra-na-
tionalists, anti-Europe-
an groups, and foreign
disinformation cam-
paigns are actively try-
ing to divide member
states and weaken
democratic values.
Highlighting a tougher
security landscape and
rising defense spending,
von der Leyen stressed
that unity is vital to pro-
tect the continent’s fu-
ture. Her remarks fol-
lowed sharp political
shifts in Germany and
drew criticism from
Moscow, as leaders
clashed over the re-
gion’s future direction
and stability.

Yemen Houthis
deny drone strike
inMecca

SANAA
Yemen’s Houthi move-
ment has strongly dis-

missed Saudi claims
that the group launched
a drone toward the holy
city of Mecca, labeling
the allegations as total
fabrications. A Houthi
military spokesperson
insisted that their ongo-
ing operations strictly
target military bases
and oil facilities, staying
far away from sacred
religious sites. This deni-
al follows an announce-
ment by the Saudi-led
coalition stating that air
defenses successfully
intercepted a hostile
drone south of Mecca.
Meanwhile, both sides
continue exchanging in-
tense accusations re-
garding recent airstrikes
and escalating regional
conflicts across Yemen.

US House limits
Trump’s Iran war
powers

WASHINGTON
The US House of Repre-
sentatives has voted
220-204 to approve a
war powers resolution
introduced by Democrat-
ic Representative Seth
Moulton, directing the
administration to with-
draw American forces
from hostilities with Iran.
This legislative maneu-
ver marks the third time
the lower chamber has
moved to check presi-
dential military authority
since the inception of the
conflict, reflecting esca-
lating bipartisan frustra-
tion on Capitol Hill over
an engagement initiated
without formal congres-
sional authorization. The
latest vote displayed a
notable shift in Republi-
can alignment, with sev-
en GOP lawmakers
breaking ranks to sup-
port the measure. This
exceeded the cross-par-
ty backing observed dur-
ing previous iterations in
June and July. Among
them were Representa-
tives Mariannette Mill-
er-Meeks and Zach Nunn
of lowa, and Nancy Mace
of South Carolina, who
joined perennial
cross-party votes like
Thomas Massie, Tom
Barrett, Warren David-
son, and Brian Fitzpat-
rick. Defending his
stance, Rep. Nunn em-
phasized his refusal to
support open-ended for-
eign military commit-
ments while stressing
the absolute necessity
for Congress to reclaim
its constitutional over-
sight responsibilities. The
legislative action coin-
cides with mounting
economic and human
costs tied to the opera-
tions.

SL Prezinaugurates India funded health project

FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN NEIGHBORING NATIONS TOOK A BRIGHT NEW STEP FORWARD TODAY. SRI LANKA'S TOP
LEADERS AND INDIAN OFFICIALS CAME TOGETHER TO START CONSTRUCTION ON A VITAL MEDICAL PROJECT.

Aspects of the partnership

m People-Centric Support: All development projects are
designed strictly around Sri Lanka’s unique local needs.

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka and India are grow-
ing closer every single day.
Just recently, Sri Lankan Pres-
ident Anura Kumara Dissanay-
ake laid the very first stone for
a brand new emergency medi-
cal building. This modern
two-storey accident and trau-
ma unit is going up at the Dis-
trict General Hospital in the
quiet town of Mannar.

India is fully funding this
important project. They are
providing a generous grant
worth 600 million Sri Lankan
rupees to make sure the hospi-
tal gets built properly. Not
only that, but the grant will
also pay for top-quality medi-
cal tools and equipment. The
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main goal of this upgrade is to
save lives. When people get
hurt in accidents, doctors need
to act fast. This new unit will
make sure patients receive
quick, lifesaving treatment
during the vital golden hour
when every single second truly
matters.Important leaders from

ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY UNIT
GENERAL HOSPITAL, MANNAR
INDIAN GRANT ASSISTANCE

both nations gathered to cele-
brate the happy event. Indian
High Commissioner Santosh
Jha and Sri Lankan Health
Minister Nalinda Jayatissa
both attended the special cere-
mony together.This great news
follows a recent visit to Co-
lombo by India's Defence

ao

The new facility is specially designed
to save lives by providing fast and
efficient medical help during the
critical golden hour of an emergency.
- Nalinda Jayatissa, Sri Lankan
Health Minister

Minister, Rajnath Singh.
During his trip, he met with
President Dissanayake and re-
minded everyone of the deep
friendship shared by the two
neighboring countries. He
proudly called India and Sri
Lanka civilisational twins who
share a long history, rich cul-
ture, and deep bonds.Minister
Singh also promised that India
will always step up as a de-
pendable first responder

m Economic Growth: India remains one of the island na-
tion’s largest trading partners and investors, with plans

to expand trade further.

= Shared Vision: Both nations aim for mutual security and
regional growth through collaborative efforts.

during hard times. People still
remember how fast India
rushed to help when Cyclone
Ditwah struck the island last
year. Through a rescue mission
called Operation Sagar Band-
hu, Indian and Sri Lankan
teams worked hand in hand to
save lives, fix broken roads,
and deliver food and medicine.
Leaders on both sides are very
excited about the future. India

views Sri Lanka as a top prior-
ity under its special regional
growth policy. Beyond health-
care, the two nations are also
working hard to boost trade,
business, and job opportuni-
ties. Both governments truly
believe that by helping each
other grow, the entire region
will become much stronger
and safer for everyone living
there.

India spotlights
clean energy at G20

HOUSTON

India is taking big steps for-
ward on the world stage.
Union Power Minister Mano-
har Lal Khattar recently trav-
eled to Houston, Texas, to
share India's impressive
progress at the G20 Energy
meetings. He spoke about
strengthening energy securi-
ty, growing clean power, and
making rules simpler and
faster for new infrastructure
projects.

During the ministerial ses-
sions, Minister Khattar
proudly announced that In-
dia's total installed power
capacity has reached an
amazing 552 gigawatts. Even
better, more than half of that
power now comes from
non-fossil fuel sources. He
pointed out major achieve-
ments in solar energy, ad-
vanced energy storage sys-
tems, nuclear power, and
clean cooking access for
families. India firmly be-
lieves in keeping energy
choices open, inclusive, and
friendly to new technologies.
He also highlighted global
teamwork efforts like the In-
ternational Solar Alliance
and the Global Biofuels Alli-
ance.

When discussing regulato-

ry efficiency, Khattar ex-
plained how India uses smart
digital platforms like the Na-
tional Single Window System
and PM Gati Shakti. These
tools help speed up approvals
so that vital energy projects
can be built without unneces-
sary delays.

On the sidelines, the min-
ister held important one-on-
one talks with top global
leaders. He met with US En-
ergy Secretary Chris Wright
to chat about powering future
artificial intelligence data
centers and expanding nucle-
ar energy. They agreed to
keep working closely under
the US-India Energy Security
Partnership.

Khattar also met with Ca-
nadian official Corey Hogan
to discuss low-emission tech-
nologies and deep-sea explo-
ration. He invited Canadian
businesses to invest in India's
growing energy sectors.

By building strong interna-
tional friendships and adopt-
ing forward-thinking strate-
gies, India is proving its ded-
ication to safe, reliable, and
affordable power for every-
one. These smart efforts help
protect the planet while en-
suring a bright and stable en-
ergy future for citizens ev-
erywhere.

Canada offered historic EU Associate status

BRUSSELS

In a historic policy shift that
could reshape global eco-
nomic and geopolitical alli-
ances, European Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen has officially in-
vited Canada to become the
European Union’s very first
"associate member."
Delivering her landmark
State of the Union address in
Brussels, von der Leyen out-
lined a vision for a tightly
integrated future between
the 27-nation bloc and Otta-
wa. Because the EU's foun-
dational treaties explicitly
restrict full membership to
European sovereign states,
this newly minted "associate
member" framework pro-
vides an innovative legal
and diplomatic pathway to
bridge the Atlantic divide,
taking integration far be-
yond traditional trade agree-
ments.The announcement
signals a decisive evolution
from the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agree-
ment, known as CETA,
which has governed
EU-Canada commerce since
its provisional rollout in
2017. Von der Leyen explic-
itly called for transitioning
from CETA to an ambitious
"Alliance for the Future,"
designed to forge a unified

EU President von der
Leyen invited Canada to
become the EU’s first
associate member,
transitioning from CETA
to forge a strategic,
secure economic
alliance.

[ (J

We will move from CETA to an
Alliance for the Future to create a
common prosperity and economic

security space.
- Von Der Leyen, European
Commission President

space of mutual prosperity
and economic security.

Under this sweeping new
framework, bilateral cooper-
ation would expand expo-
nentially into vital sectors.
Leaders are eyeing a joint
technological pact, integrat-
ed defense industrial bases,
and a strategic Arctic part-
nership. Furthermore, the
collaboration is set to en-
compass critical minerals,
advanced energy grids, bat-
tery supply chains, and com-
plex security frontiers like
artificial intelligence, quan-
tum computing, and ad-
vanced cybersecurity.

This bold diplomatic ma-
neuver arrives amid mount-
ing turbulence in global

trade dynamics.

Canada, deeply integrated
with the United States econ-
omy, has faced severe eco-
nomic exposure and trade
strains due to protectionist
measures and tariff threats
enacted by the administra-
tion of US President Donald
Trump. Consequently, Otta-
wa has aggressively pursued
a strategy of international
trade diversification. Simul-
taneously, European capitals
are striving to insulate their
supply chains from external
shocks and diminish long-
term strategic vulnerabili-
ties.Adding heavy symbolic
and political weight to the
proceedings, Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney
attended the European Par-
liament as the distinguished
guest of honor. Greeting a
packed chamber, Carney re-
ceived a thunderous, pro-

longed standing ovation led
by European Parliament
President Roberta Metsola.
Prime Minister Carney is
slated to deliver a major ad-
dress to the parliament, set-
ting the stage for intensive
bilateral talks.The momen-
tum will continue when Ca-
nadian and European leaders
reconvene in October for a
high-stakes summit in Mon-
treal. There, discussions will
crystallize around defense
coordination, critical materi-
al security, Arctic explora-
tion, and technology shar-
ing. As traditional global
trade norms face unprece-
dented pressure, this pio-
neering partnership under-
scores a shared resolve be-
tween Ottawa and Brussels
to forge a resilient, for-
ward-looking alliance built
on shared democratic values
and economic defense.

DRDO displays

advanced weapons

at AAD Expo

TSHWANE

| NAME CHANG

I, MOHAMMED

10th Cross, Dabaspet,

India is proudly displaying its
growing military strength on the
global stage. The Defence Research
and Development Organisation is
currently showing off advanced
weapons systems and homegrown
defense technologies at a major in-
ternational expo in Tshwane, South

Africa.

The Africa Aerospace and De-
fence Exhibition runs through Sep-
tember 20. Visitors stopping by the
Indian stall can view an impressive
lineup of cutting-edge equipment.
Highlights include long-range mar-
itime reconnaissance planes, air-
borne warning systems, special ar-
mored vehicles, and portable sonar
units. The display also features
powerful missiles like the Astra and
Akash, showing the world how far
Indian engineering has advanced.

Back home, India is also taking
big steps to boost local manufactur-

IFTAKHAR AL, residing
at Old No.50, New No.08,

Vasanthanagar, Bengaluru
- 560001, have changed my
name to MOHAMMED
IFTAKHAR, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 16.09.2026 before no-
tary N. NAGAPPA, Bengaluru

It is for general information that
|, DEEPTY CHANDRAN
D/o RAMACHANDRAN KIZHAKKE
UTHAMANDIL, Ex. wife of SUDHIR
KURUVANTHODY, R/o G-301, Purva
Palm Beach, Elus Road,
Hanumanthappa Layout,
Kyalasanahalli, Kothanur,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560077,
declare that | got divorce from my
husband vide Court Decree,
M.C. No. 3686/2015 dated
24/08/2021. Further | have
changed the name of my minor son

he shall hereafter be known as
ADVIK KURUVANTHODY.

namely ADVIK K, aged 15 years and

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC
A

C.Mis. No. 574/2026
Between: 1. SrilNarayanappa & Others Slo.Late.
Kunnappa Aged about 61 years 2. Smt.Lakshmidevi Wlo.
Narayanappa, Aged about 59 years 3. Sri.Jagadeesh.N
Slo.Narayanappa, Aged about 27 years, Petitioner Nol
to3 are Residing at: Rameshwara Village Doddabelavangala
Hobali, Rameshwara Post, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bangalore

Rural District ... Petitioner
And: The Tahasildhar DoddaballapurDoddaball
Taluk ... Respondent

PUBLIC NOTICE

WHEREAS, the petitioner have filed the above petition U/S
13(3) and 14 of Registration of Birth and Deaths Act, 1969
for seeking the Death Certificate of the deceased, who
is our grandmother of petitioner No 1, Mother-in-law of
Petitioner No.2 and great grandmother of Petitioner No.3,
by name late.Channamma W/o Anandappa has expired on
dated: 06-06-1945 at our Residence i.e., wherein petitioners
address, R Village, Doddabel Hobali,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru rural district.

In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has interested
in the said matter may appear in person or through an

C.Mis.No.565(2026
Aged about 42 years, Rlat #199/1, Singapura,

others.

IN THE COURT OF THE Ist ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

Petitioners: Sri. Ravikumar. V SJo Late Venkararam
Vidyaranyapura Post, Bengaluru North-560097 and

Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death The
Tahshildar Doddaballapura Taluk. Doddaballapura.

Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition
under Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births
And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of the Uncle of petitioner No.1 to 5 and brother in law
of petitioner No.6 by name LATE GOVINDAPPA S/0
LATE KEMPAIAH who died on 17.04.2019 at Thippur

Village, Doddabelavang;
Bengaluru Rural District.

Ia Hobli, Doddabal
said court on 22-10-26.
ex-parte order.

day of September 2026.
Order of the Court

ing. Defense Minister Rajnath DODDABALLAPURA

Singh recently unveiled new poli-
cies to help small businesses and
tech start-ups enter the defense sec-
tor. These changes offer direct
funding, better incubator support,
and open access to testing facilities.
Officials also handed out multiple
technology transfer agreements to
manufacturing partners to speed up

mass production.

Rojipura, Doddaballapur Town.

Taluk,
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
In default this matter will be heard and disposed off an

Given under my hand and seal of the court on the 15th

By
THE Ist ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC AT

Advocate: T.J.Shivakumar, Sri Guru Raghavendra
Law Chambers, Opposite to Court Complex, 4th Ward,

JUDGE & JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.Misc. NO 396/2026
Petitioner: Sri Narasimharaju,

Vis Doddaballapura Taluk, Bangalore Rural District
R dent: The Tahasildar Regi

and Deaths, Doddaballapura Taluk
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioner have filed above petition

according to law.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on
9-2026

Bangalore Rural District.
By Order of the Court

Doddaballapura

Court road, Doddaballapura.

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL

Slo

Narasimhamurthy, Aged about 47 years & others
Residing at Nellukunte village, Tubagere Hobli,

Vis

of Birth

for ballapur, Date: 16/9/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

obtaining Death Certificate of Late ASHWATHAPPA
S/0 LATE NARASIMHAIAH, is the Grate Grand Father
of petitioner, Who died on 12-08-1975, at Nellukunte
village, Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bangalore Rural District. if there are any persons
having claim, they may appear before Hon'ble court
in person or through pleader on this 16-10-2026 at
11,A.M, failing which the petition will disposed of

16-

By Order of the Court, chief Ministerial officer,
Additional civil judge & Jmfc court, Doddaballpura

Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC

Advocate for petitioner: Pranav samrud, Advocate,

advocate duly authorized before the above said court on: 14-
10-2026, at about 11.00 AM. In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and the seal of the court on: 16th
September, 2026,
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC,
Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioners: R.Paramashivaiah & Giriraju,
Opp,Court Complex, Rojipura, Doddaballapura Town
Bengaluru Rural District-561203,

This notice is given to the Gener-
al public that Smt.Puttamma W/o
Late. Dyamanna, has received land
bearing Sy.No.2/3b of Malikapura
Village, Sira Taluk, under Regd
Gift Deed Dt:28.07.1941 Regd as
No0.124/1941-42. As per the infor-
mation from  Smt.Puttamma Wi/o
Late.Hanumantharayappa she
has misplaced the originals Regd

C.Mis.No.564/2026
Aged about 42 years, Rlat #199/1, Singapura,

others.

IN THE COURT OF THE Ist ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

Petitioners: Sri. Ravikumar. V SJo Late Venkararam
Vidyaranyapura Post, Bengaluru North-560097 and

Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death The
Tahshildar Doddaballapura Taluk. Doddaballapura.

Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births And
Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate of the
Grandmother of petitioner No.1 to 5 and mother in law
of petitioner No.6 by name LATE MUTHYALAMMA W/0
LATE KEMPAIAH who died on 15.06.1976 at Thippur

Village, Doddabelavang
Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever
interested in the said matter may appear in perso

la Hobli, Doddaball

I, Swapna H M alias
Swapna Hossalli
Manjunath alias Swapna M
R/0 No 84, First Floor,

said court on 22-10-26.

ex-parte order.

Ananth Nilaya, 34th B day of September 2026.
By Order of the Court
Cross, Jayanagar THE Ist ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC
4th T Block, Bangalore DODDABALLAPURA

Advocate: T.J.Shivakumar, Sri Guru Raghavendra
Law Chambers, Opposite to Court Complex, 4th Wart
Rojipura, Doddaballapur Town.

South,Jayanagar 3rd Block,
Bangalore South,

Taluk,

through an advocate duly authorized before the above
In default this matter will be heard and disposed off an

Given under my hand and seal of the court on the 15th

IN THE COURT OF THE Ist ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.Mis.No.566/2026
Petitioners: Sri. Ravikumar. V SJo Late Venkararam
Aged about 42 years, Rlat #199/1, Singapura,
Vidyaranyapura Post, Bengaluru North-560097 and
Vis1 |others.

Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate
the Grandfather of petitioner No.1 to 5 and father

Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.

has In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has

n or interested in the said matter may appear in person

said court on 22-10-26.
ex-parte order.

day of September 2026.
Order of the Court

ODDABALLAPURA
Advocate: T.J.Shivakumar, Sri Guru Raghavendra
d, Law Chambers, Opposite to Court Complex, 4th Ward,
Rojipura, Doddaballapur Town.

Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560011 have changed my
name to Swapna
Manjunath

Vs
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death The
Tahshildar Doddaballapura Taluk. Doddaballapura.

Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births And

law of petitioner No.6 by name LATE KEMPAIAH S/0
LATE THIMMAIAH @ GULLATHIMMAIAH who died on

01.08.1975 at Thippur Village, Doddabelavangala Hobli,

through an advocate duly authorized before the above
In default this matter will be heard and disposed off an

Given under my hand and seal of the court on the 15th

By
AT THE Ist ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC AT

of
in

or

Gift Deed Dt:28.07.1941, Regd as
No.124/1941-42, while taking this
Gift deed to obtain Xerox copy of
the same. In this regard she has
lodged online complaint to po-
lice department, vide lost Report
No0.2425984/2026. Hence anybody
having title interest, and right in any
manner over the schedule property,
may intimate the same in writing with
documentary evidence to the under-
signed within 07 days from the date
of this publication, failing which loan
will be sanctioned against the securi-
ty of sites formed in Sy.No.2/3b. Fur-
ther itis requested that if anybody
finds above said regd Gift Deed, the
same may be handed over to me
orto Sr Manager State Bank of In-
dia, Taluk office Road branch, Sira
Town. SCHEDUELE : Land bearing
Sy.No.2/3B, situated at Mallikapura
Village, Kasaba Hobli, Sira Taluk.
H.Wajid Ahmed
Advocate and Notary
. R.T.Road Sira Town
Mob: 9448101786

T

|, SHABBEER AHMED
YOUSUFF, residing at Old
No.02, 5th Cross, Near K.G.
Halli, P.S Karumariyamma
Nagar, K.G. Halli, Bengal-
uru-560045, have changed
my name to SHABEER
AHMED, Vide Affidavit Dated:
16.09.2026 before notary N.
NAGAPPA, Bengaluru.

I, Anantha Narayanan
Seetharaman S/o
Seetharaman R/o0 B1
4063, Assetz East Point,
Doddakannelli
Kaadubeesanahalli Road,
Bhoganahalli, Panathur,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560103, | have changed
the name of my minor Son
A. Arya alias A Arya to Arya
Anantha aged 14 years

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Pranjal Ramajor Asha Kanojiya
alias Kanojiya Pranjal Ramajor
alias Pranjal Ramajor Kanojiya
alias Pranjal Kanojiya S/o
Ramajor Kanojiya R/o Flat No
010 Aster Block Keerthi Flora,
Kundalahalli Colony, CMRIT
College, Kundalahalli, Bangalore
North, Doddanekkundi,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560037
have changed my name to
Pranjal Ramajor Kanojiya

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Bharath T S/o Tejaram B R/o No.
146/2 D, 20th Cross, Someshwara
Extension Hulimavu, Bangalore
South, Hulimavu, Bangalore,
Karnataka-560076, declare that
name of mine and my wife have
been wrongly written as Bharat T.
Gehlot and Radha Bharat Gehlot in
my minor daughter Tanishka Bharat
Gehlot aged 4 years birth certificate
no. B-2022:27.90426-000226. The
actual name of mine and my wife
are Bharath T and Radha B

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC
A

C.Mis. No. 575/2026
Between: 1. SrilNarayanappa & Others Slo.Late.
Kunnappa Aged about 61 years 2. Smt.Lakshmidevi W/o.
Narayanappa, Aged about 59 years 3. Sri.Jagadeesh.N
Slo.Narayanappa, Aged about 27 years, Petitioner Nol
to3 are Residing at: Rameshwara Village Doddabelavangala
Hobali, Rameshwara Post, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bangalore

Rural District ... Petitioner
And: The Tahasildhar DoddaballapurDoddaball
Taluk ... Respondent

PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEREAS, the petitioner have filed the above petition U/S
13(3) and 14 of Registration of Birth and Deaths Act, 1969
for seeking the Death Certificate of the deceased, who is our
grandfather of petitioner No 1, Father-in-law of Petitioner
No.2 and great grandfather of Petitioner No.3, by name late.
Anandappa So.Pillappa has expired on dated:04-11-1931 at
our Residence i.e., wherein petitioners address, Rameshwara
Village, Doddabelavangala Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru rural district.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has interested
in the said matter may appear in person or through an
advocate duly authorized before the above said court on: 14-
10-2026, at about 11.00 AM. In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and the seal of the court on: 16th
September, 2026,
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC,
Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioners: R.Paramashivaiah & Giriraju,
Opp,Court Complex, Rojipura, Doddaballapura Town
Bengaluru Rural District-561203,
Doddaballapur, Date: 16/9/2026

IN THE DISTRICT MUNSIF COURT,
PALACODE
REA.No. 3 /2026 IN REA.No. 1/2025
IN REA.No. 2 /2025 IN
REP.No. 5/2025 0.S.No : 414 /2004

1) Eshwran (Age 65),

S/o. Duraisamy,

Jackkasamuthiram Village and Post,
Palacode Taluk,

Dharmapuri District

... Plaintiff / Vendee
2) Kaverisetti Power of Attorney Agent
N. Duraisamy

... 2nd Plaintiff
/I Versus //

Sathya (Age 35),
W/o. Vignesh,
Opp. Sub Jail,

Bangalore City,

Karnataka State

... 18th Respondent /

Legal Heirs of the 6th Defendant

GENERAL NOTICE
Whereas the above execution petition filed Under
Order 22 Rule 11 of CPC against you. Petitioner
already sent notice through Court and registered
post for your appearance but you have failed to
appear before the court to answer the claim of
the petitioner you are hereby directed to appear
before the court on 29.09.2026 at 10.30 am
personally to answer the claim of petitioner failing
of which the case will be heard and decided in
your absence in accordance with Law.
Petitioner Advocate
R. RAVINDRAN, B.Sc., B.L.,
ADVOCATE - MS: 332/1985
Kadamadi Housing Board,
Erranahalli (Po), Palacode (Tk),
Dharmapuri (Dt) - 636808.
Cell: 94438 29048, 96552 77472
Dharmapuri District.
Cell: 9751816245

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042




CITY=HILIGHTS

SPORTS

THURSDAY » SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

The IPL 2027 player
auction will return to
India after three years,
with the mini-auction
venue and city yet to be
finalised.

NEW DELHI

The IPL 2027 player auction will be
held in India after a three-year break,
following a decision by the IPL Gov-
erning Council at its meeting on Tues-
day. The upcoming auction will be a
mini-auction, while the venue and city
are yet to be finalised.

The IPL auction was last held in India
in Kochi in 2023. The subsequent three
editions were staged overseas in Dubai,
Jeddah and Abu Dhabi. The Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) de-
cided to bring the event back after con-
sidering concerns from franchises over
the logistical and operational challeng-
es of sending their delegations abroad
for a mini-auction.

The host city will be selected based
on the availability of accommodation
for franchise officials and their delega-
tions. The BCCI requires more than 100

rooms for a couple of nights. The wed-
ding season in India between October
and December is also expected to affect
the choice of venue.

The decision follows assurances giv-
en to franchises that the auction could
return to India. BCCI members are un-
derstood to have considered feedback
from teams after last year’s auction in
Abu Dhabi.

Meanwhile, the Governing Council
did not take a final decision on the Im-
pact Player rule. Another meeting is

IPL 2027 auction to be
held in India after 3 years

expected to be held in about a month,
when the future of the rule will be dis-
cussed.

The BCCI had sought feedback from
franchises on the rule, which allows
teams to substitute a player during
an IPL match. Several franchises are
understood to favour retaining it for at
least another season, arguing that
their squads were built with the rule in
mind. The final decision is expected
after further discussions with stakehold-
ers.

CHRIST hosts
blind cricket match

for inclusion

BENGALURU

A friendly cricket match be-
tween the Samarthanam
Blind Cricket Team and the
CHRIST (Deemed to be Uni-
versity) cricket team gave
students an opportunity to
understand the sport from the
perspective of visually im-
paired players.

The match was organised
by the Department of Com-
merce as part of its Student
Service-Learning Pro-
gramme, in association with
Docathon, the department’s
Sports Association. The ini-

tiative aimed to raise aware-
ness about physical disabili-
ties and encourage a more
inclusive understanding of
disability. Before the match,
university players and faculty
members were introduced to
the rules of blind cricket.
They were also asked to play
while blindfolded, allowing
them to experience how vis
ually impaired players de-
pend on sound, communica-
tion and coordination during
the game.

The Samarthanam team
featured Indian blind cricket
players Kavya NR and Bhas-

kar K, along with members of
the Karnataka State Blind
Cricket Team led by captain
Javare Gowda. Their partici-
pation allowed students to
witness the skills and coordi-
nation required to compete in
cricket with visual impair-
ment. The match remained
closely contested and was
decided on the final ball, with
the Samarthanam team
emerging victorious. The ini-
tiative also reflected the ob-
jective of service learning by
connecting classroom discus-
sions with experiences out-
side the university.

Rather than learning about
disability only through aca-
demic material, students in-
teracted directly with athletes
competing despite visual im-
pairment. For participants
and spectators, the experience
offered a perspective that fo-
cused on skill, adaptation and
participation rather than lim-
itations.

Munich, Barcelona
to host Champions
League finals

Rugby coaching
reaches remote Lahaul
for U-19 talent

Messi to play his farewell
match for Argentina

LAHAUL-SPITI

Rugby coaching and talent
identification for Under-19
players has reached
Trilokinath in Himachal
Pradesh’s remote La-
haul-Spiti region, with the
area’s Government School
hosting a special training
programme at more than
9,000 feet above sea level.

Rugby Association Him-
achal Pradesh (RAHP)
coach-cum-selector Navpeet
Singh conducted a refresher
course for schoolchildren and
identified promising players
for Under-19 boys’ and girls’
teams. The programme is be-
ing held alongside a school
sports meet involving around
150 students from 19
schools.

The initiative comes after
the Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment introduced rugby in
Under-19 school games on a
trial basis during the current
academic session. Dis-

trict-level teams are being
formed through trials, fol-
lowed by a proposed
state-level rugby tournament
in October. Lahaul ADPEO
Vinod Kumar welcomed the
initiative, saying specialised
coaching in remote areas
would give students an op-
portunity to explore rugby
and develop their sporting
potential. The programme is
also aimed at encouraging
more schools and children to
participate in sports.

Trilokinath, located at ap-
proximately 2,760 metres
above sea level, is among the
remote Himalayan locations
where RAHP is expanding
grassroots rugby. Selected
players from district trials
could progress to state repre-
sentation. Rugby is also part
of the School Games Federa-
tion of India programme,
with the Under-19 National
School Games scheduled in
Delhi from October 31 to
November 5.

THESSALONIKI

UEFA has confirmed Munich Football Arena in
Germany and Camp Nou in Barcelona as the
venues for the UEFA Champions League finals
in 2028 and 2029, respectively.

The decision was taken during a UEFA Exec-
utive Committee meeting in Thessaloniki,
Greece, where venues for several European finals
were announced. Munich Football Arena will
stage the 2028 Champions League final, while
Barcelona’s Camp Nou will host the 2029 show-
piece.

UEFA also announced venues for the Women’s
Champions League finals. OL Stadium in Ly-
on-Décines will host the 2028 final, while the
National Stadium of Wales in Cardiff will stage
the 2029 edition. For the Europa League, Bucha-
rest’s National Arena will host the 2028 final,
with the National Stadium of Serbia in Belgrade
selected for the 2029 final. The Conference
League finals will be held at Juventus Stadium in
Turin in 2028 and Puskas Aréna in Budapest in
2029. The UEFA Super Cup venues were also
confirmed. Johan Cruyff ArenA in Amsterdam
will host the 2027 edition, while Astana Arena in
Astana will stage the 2028 match. Biel/Bienne
Arena in Switzerland was selected for the 2027
UEFA Futsal Champions League final.

The Executive Committee also approved
changes to the promotion and relegation system
for the 2026/27 UEFA Nations League.

BUENOS AIRES

Lionel Messi has been in-
cluded in Argentina’s
squad for three upcoming
home friendlies, giving the
veteran forward an oppor-
tunity to say goodbye to
international football
before the home fans
after announcing his retire-
ment from the national
team.

Argentina will face Bo-
livia on September 30 at
the Mario Alberto Kempes
Stadium in Cordoba. The
team will then play Burki-
na Faso on October 3 and
Benin on October 6 at Riv-
er Plate’s Stadium. Messi,
Rodrigo De Paul and
Giovani Lo Celso are ex-
pected to feature in the fi-
nal friendly on October 6.

Messi announced his in-
ternational retirement ear-
lier this month, ending a
decorated career that be-
gan with his senior debut
in 2005. He became Ar-

gentina’s most-capped
player and all-time leading
scorer, making 203 appear-
ances and scoring 203
goals.

The 39-year-old endured
several years of disap-
pointment before finally
winning a major interna-
tional title. Argentina lost
the 2014 World Cup final
to Germany and the 2016
Copa America final to
Chile before Messi helped
the team win the 2021
Copa America, ending a
28-year wait for a major
trophy.

Messi then led Argentina
to World Cup glory in Qa-
tar in 2022. He scored
twice in the final against
France and converted his
penalty during the shoo
tout as Argentina won 4-2
after the match ended 3-3
following extra time.

Argentina retained the
Copa America title in
2024. Messi’s World Cup
career covered six editions

Lionel Messi returns
for three Argentina
friendlies,
offeringfansa
poignhant ’
chance to

witness the
legendary
forward’s
international
farewell

together.

from 2006 to 2026,
with 21 goals in 34
appearances. At the
2026 World Cup, he
scored eight goals and
provided four assists,
including his first World
Cup hat-trick against
Algeria.

The eight-time Ballon
d’Or winner will contin-
ue his club career with
Inter Miami in Major
League Soccer.

“A Legend’s Legacy”

m 203 Argentina caps

= 203 International goals

m 6 World Cups

m 21 World Cup goals

= 8 Ballon d'Ors

m 3 Major international titles

m Oct 6 — Farewell match
against Benin

parts of India, including Ajmer, Kolar,

James Rodriguez retires
from 1nternat10nal football

UC Cricket Challenge connects
cricket with education

C01mbat0re and Indore, participated in
the event. Live-streamed matches at-
tracted an audience of more than 30,000
viewers, extending the tournament’s

BOGOTA

Colombia stalwart James Rodriguez
has announced his retirement from in-
ternational football, ending a career in
which he became one of the coun-
try’s most recognisable players.
His final appearance for Co- /
lombia came at the 2026 FIFA /
World Cup, where the team |
exited in the Round of 16 af- |
ter losing to Switzerland. )

Rodriguez announced his
decision in an emotional so-
cial media message. “The
moment has come. Thank
you for every match, every |
joy, every tear, and every
dream we shared together.
Representing the Colombi-
an national team was one |
of the greatest honours of
my life. Thank you, Co-
lombia, and forever,” he

wrote. ‘

The former Real Ma- f -
drid midfielder rose to \ﬂ
global prominence during

the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, where he
won the Golden Boot after scoring six
goals and helped Colombia reach the
quarterfinals.
: Rodriguez later represented Co-
NN lombia at the 2018, 2022 and
4 - 2026 World Cups. He finished
his international career with
131 caps, 31 goals and 43
assists.
He also played an im-

bia’s Copa America cam-
paigns. Rodriguez
helped the team reach
the 2024 final, where
they lost to Argentina,
and also contributed to
Colombia’s runners-up finish in
the 2016 edition.
Across 14 Copa America ap-
\ pearances, Rodriguez recorded
= one goal and eight assists. His
performances across major
~ tournaments and international
| competitions established a
lasting legacy with the Co-
lombian national team.

BENGALURU

The University of Canberra (UC)
Cricket Challenge concluded its third
edition in India, bringing together 24
Under-16 school teams and more than
300 cricketers and support staff for a
weeklong tournament combining crick-
et with international education opportu-
nities.

Held from August 30 to September 4
at Jain International Residential School
in Bengaluru, the 2026 edition adopted
a T20 format, giving students a plat-
form to compete and develop their
skills. The tournament featured 16 boys’
teams and eight girls’ teams, reflecting
growing participation by women in

school cricket.

Schools from Bengaluru and other

reach beyond participating schools.

The challenge was delivered in part-
nership with Cricket ACT, the govern-
ing body for cricket in the Australian
Capital Territory, under a partnership
established with UC in 2024. Alongside
matches, students attended coaching
masterclasses, talent activities and in-
formation sessions about higher educa-
tion in Australia.

University of Canberra Vice-Chancel-
lor Professor The Honourable Bill
Shorten said the tournament demon-
strated the university’s commitment to
helping people pursue sporting ambi-
tions alongside education. Cricket ACT
CEO Anthony Ilott said the event
helped strengthen connections between
India and Australia through sport and
education.

The next stage of the UC Cup will be
held in Canberra from September 30 to
October 2, where Indian teams will
compete against Australian teams. UC
said its wider India engagement also
includes scholarships, Work Integrated
Learning opportunities and coach de-
velopment programmes.
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