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Sudha Yadav swornin as K’taka’s
second woman Governor

Sudha Yadav took charge of the constitutional post on Friday after President Droupadi
Murmu appointed her followmg the completion of Thawar Chand Gehlot’s tenure.

BENGALURU

Sudha Yadav assumed office
as Karnataka Governor on
Friday, becoming the second
woman to hold the constitu-
tional post in the State, fol-
lowing VS Ramadevi.

The Chief Justice of the
Karnataka High Court, Vibhu
Bakhru, administered the oath
of office and secrecy to Yadav
at a ceremony held at the
Glass House of Lok Bhavan
in Bengaluru.

Yadav was appointed by
President Droupadi Murmu
following the completion of
the tenure of outgoing Gover-
nor Thawar Chand Gehlot.

A postgraduate in Chemis-
try from IIT Roorkee, Yadav
won a gold medal at the in-
stitution and also holds a
PhD. Before entering the gu-
bernatorial office, she had a
political career spanning par-
liamentary and organisation-
al responsibilities within the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

She represented Haryana’s
Mahendragarh Lok Sabha
constituency from 1999 to
2004. She also became the
second woman after Sushma
Swaraj to be elected to the
BJP Parliamentary Board.

Yadav’s husband, Sukhbir
Singh Yadav, served as a
Deputy Commandant in the
Border Security Force (BSF)
and was killed in action

durmg the 1999 Kargll War
He was posthumously
awarded the Sena Medal.

The swearing-in ceremony
was attended by Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar, Depu-
ty Chief Minister G
Parameshwara, along with
other senior political leaders
and officials. Those present
included outgoing Governor
Thawar Chand Gehlot, min-
isters Priyank Kharge, KJ
George and Sharan Prakash
Patil, and Leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly R
Ashoka.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Legislative Council
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy,
Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh, Director General of
Police MA Saleem and Ben-
galuru Police Commissioner
Seemanth Kumar Singh were
also present.

Yadav’s assumption of of-
fice marks a change in the

SWEARING IN CEREMONY OF
GOVERNOR OF KARN.';\TAKA

Sudha Yadav’s profile

+ New role: Governor of Karnataka

« 2nd woman Governor: After
VS Ramadevi

« Academic credentials: PhDin
addition to postgraduate degree
in Chemistry

« Institution: lIT Roorkee; gold medallist

- Parliamentary career: Lok Sabha
MP from 1999 to 2004

« Constituency: Mahendragarh, Haryana

+ Party role: Second woman after
Sushma Swaraj to join the BJP Parlia-
mentary Board

« Family connection: Husband Sukh-
bir Singh Yadav, a BSF Deputy Com-
mandant, was killed in action during
the 1999 Kargil War and posthumous-
ly awarded the Sena Medal.

State’s Raj Bhavan leader-
ship, with the new Governor
taking charge after Gehlot’s
tenure ended.

M welcomes new
Governor, thanks Gehlot

Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
welcomed Governor Sudha
Yadav, saying Karnataka’s
appointment of its second
woman Governor marked a
significant day for the State. He
urged the government and the
new Governor to work together
with renewed enthusiasm
and invited her to Mysuru for
Dasara. Thanking outgoing
Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot
for his five-year tenure, Shiva-
kumar said he had supported
the government and guided ef-
forts to improve people’s lives.

Dipke, Bora among 150 detained
during Tiranga protests

NEW DELHI

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke and
All India Students’ Associa-
tion (AISA) president Neha
Bora were among around 150
people detained by Delhi Po-
lice on Friday as demonstra-
tors staged flash protests at
Connaught Place and Mandi
House during the ‘Lehra Do
Tiranga’ campaign.

Dipke was detained while
leaving his residence in Jhande-
walan to join the proposed
march, while Bora was picked
up at Mandi House. Police
sources said Dipke was taken to
Jafarpur Kalan police station.

The detentions led to jos-
tling among protesters, jour-
nalists and security personnel.
Minor altercations broke out
as police attempted to
disperse demonstrators.

“Those attempting to dis-
rupt law and order are being
detained,” a police officer
said, putting the number of
detainees at around 150.

Despite the denial of permis-
sion for the march, citing pro-
hibitory orders under Section
163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, CJP support-
ers and student groups gathered
at both locations carrying na-
tional flags and raising slogans
of “Jai Hind”. Some protesters
also sang the national anthem.

At Mandi House, AISA
members demanded the resig-
nation of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar,
withdrawal of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls and repeal of the
2023 Election Commissioner
Appointment Act. Central Park,
the proposed venue for the 5
pm march, remained closed to
the public on Friday. Security
personnel formed a human
chain around the park, while
traffic police regulated move-
ment in Connaught Place.

More than 6,000 Delhi Po-
lice personnel and 220 Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
companies were deployed
across New Delhi.

QUICK READ

Cops deny CJP Tiranga March

permission at Town Hall

BENGALURU
Bengaluru Police denied permis-
sion for the Cockroach Janta Par-
ty’s (CJP) proposed Tiranga March
from Town Hall to Mysuru Bank
Circle on Friday, citing Freedom
Park as the designated venue for
protests. The organisers had
planned the peaceful march at 4
pm, expecting 200 to 300 partici-
pants. A senior police officer said
the decision was based on the
designated protest venue, adding
that messages suggested the or-
ganisers might have cancelled the
event. However, CJP Karnataka co-
ordinator Rahul Jagrata said the
organisers had not received official
communication regarding permis-
sion. He described the march as a
peaceful event organised jointly by
CJP, Jagrata Karnataka and My
Vote, My Right.

PClissues guidelines for
protest reporting

BENGALURU
The Press Council of India (PCl) has is-
sued guidelines to ensure journalists’
safety during protests, promote re-
sponsible reporting and improve coor-
dination with law enforcement agen-
cies. The guidelines require journalists
to display valid press identity cards,
maintain neutrality and avoid ob-
structing police operations. Reporters
have been advised to maintain a safe
distance from confrontations, monitor
crowd behaviour and identify emer-
gency exit routes. They should carry
first-aid supplies, essential medicines,
drinking water and protective eyewear.
Journalists must not handle tear-gas
shells or smoke bombs. They should
remain in contact with newsrooms and
protect the privacy of victims, minors
and injured persons. Real-time broad-
casting of confidential police opera-
tions and tactics is prohibited.

Why marchwas
blocked

The Delhi Police denied
permission for the ‘Lehra Do
Tiranga’ march, citing pro-
hibitory orders under Section
163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita. Central
Park in Connaught Place, the
proposed venue, was closed
to the public on Friday. Secu-
rity arrangements included a
human chain around the park,
deployment of Rapid Action
Force personnel and traffic
regulation along the inner and
outer circles of Connaught
Place. Police said the mea-
sures were intended to main-
tain public order and ensure
smooth traffic movement.

Air India extends
Saudi flight
cancellations till
October 20

NEW DELHI: Air India has
extended the suspension of
flights to and from Saudi
Arabia until October 20 amid
escalating Middle East ten-
sions following attacks at-
tributed to Yemen’s Houthi
rebels.

The airline said services
connecting Riyadh, Dam-
mam and Jeddah would re-
main suspended, citing the
evolving security situation.
Affected passengers are be-
ing offered full refunds.

IndiGo has extended its
Saudi flight cancellations
until October 24, while Aka-
sa Air has suspended ser-
vices to Riyadh until Octo-
ber 24 and Jeddah until Oc-
tober 21.

Air India said it was mon-
itoring developments and
assessing when operations
could safely resume.

Passengers have been ad-
vised to check flight status
before heading to airports.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Canada on
December 11 and 12, 2026, as
New Delhi and Ottawa seek
to strengthen bilateral engage-
ment in trade, energy, tech-
nology and security.

The High Commission of
India in Ottawa announced the
dates in a post on X on Friday.
The visit is expected to in-
clude official engagements
and an interaction with the
Indian diaspora, sources said.

According to Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney,
Modi’s visit will be largely
centred in Toronto. Sources
indicated that the Indian
Prime Minister is expected to

“Honorable PM Narendra
Modi will visit Canada on De-
cember11and12,2026.”

- High Commission of India in Ottawa

address a diaspora gathering
in the city, similar to his inter-
action with the community
during his previous bilateral
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Kharge writes to PM again, seeks
all-party meet on delimitation

Whatis delimitation?

The Congress leader
says political parties
need adequate time to
examine the proposals
and consult
stakeholders before
parliamentary
consideration.

v

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
the fourth time since April,
seeking an all-party meeting
to discuss the Centre’s delim-
itation proposals before they
are finalised for Parliament.

In his letter on Friday,
Kharge urged the government
to ensure wider consultations
with political parties and
stakeholders, cautioning
against introducing another
Constitutional Amendment
Bill without adequate deliber-
ation.

He referred to the defeat of
the Constitutional Amend-
ment Bill on delimitation in
the Lok Sabha on April 17,
when it failed to secure the
required two-thirds majority.

Kharge said he had earlier
written to Modi on April 11,

Delimitation is the process of redrawing electoral con-
stituency boundaries to reflect changes in population
and representation. The exercise can affect the geo-
graphical limits of constituencies and the distribution of
seats. Any proposed changes can have implications for
states and political representation, making consulta-
tions among political parties and other stakeholders a
key part of the debate. Kharge has called for discussions

before the Centre finalises its proposals for Parliament.

July 16 and August 27, re-
questing an all-party meeting
on the issue. He alleged that
the government had not held
consultations before making
the Bills public late on April
14 and convening a special
session of Parliament two
days later.

The Congress leader called
for political parties to be giv-
en sufficient time to examine
the fresh proposals, discuss
them among themselves and
consult other stakeholders be-
fore the government finalises
them for parliamentary con-
sideration.

Kharge also raised concerns
over the status of Parliament’s
sessions. He noted that 64
days had passed since the
Monsoon Session was ad-
journed sine die on August
13, while the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha were yet to be
prorogued.

Describing the situation as
“unprecedented”, Kharge

" Delimitation meet |

« Latest appeal: Fourth
letter to Modi since April

» Key demand: All-party
meeting before proposals
are finalised

« Earlier letters: April 11,
July 16 and August 27

* Lok Sabha setback: Amend-
ment Bill defeated on April 17

* Required majority:
Two-thirds majority

* Parliament status: 64
days since Monsoon
\__Session ended )

sought consultations before
the Centre proceeds further on
delimitation. The letter re-
news the Opposition’s de-
mand for political consensus
on the proposed exercise and
follows the failure of the ear-
lier constitutional amendment
in the Lok Sabha.

Ashoka demands wage hike,
release of disability pensions

RAMANAGARA

Leader of the Opposition R
Ashoka on Friday accused the
Congress government of
withholding pensions for per-
sons with disabilities for five
months and demanded higher
wages and immediate pay-
ment of arrears.

Ashoka had participated in
a protest march organised by
persons with disabilities to-
wards Vidhana Soudha,
where he said it was unfortu-
nate that they had been forced
to take to the streets to de-
mand their rights.

He alleged that the govern-
ment had failed to respond
despite a month-long protest
seeking a wage hike. While
the minimum wage was
18,000, persons with disabil-
ities working in government
offices were reportedly being
paid only 10,000, he
claimed.

Ashoka said pensions
were crucial for beneficia-
ries who faced health
problems and needed fi-
nancial support f o r
food and medi- %
cal treatment.
The govern-
ment could re-
vise pension
amounts with-
out stopping pay-

I

visit to Canada in 2015.

The visit comes amid ef-
forts by the two countries to
build on recent positive mo-
mentum in their relationship.
In a recent conversation,
Modi and Carney agreed to
work towards concrete out-
comes in trade, energy, tech-

rAS

“There is no need to stop pen-
sion payments to revise the
amount.”

- R Ashoka, Leader of Opposition

ments, he said.

Accusing the Congress
government of diverting re-
sources to its guarantee
schemes, Ashoka said the BIP
would stand with the protest-
ers until a minister met them
and gave assurances.

Turning to the controversy
surrounding the alleged sting
operation, Ashoka accused the
government of diverting atten-
tion from the drought affect-
ing Karnataka. He said farm-
ers were dying by suicide and
corporations were facing fi-
nancial difficulties, while po-
litical attention remained fo-
cused on the sting operation.

He demanded a detailed in-
vestigation into the alleged
operation, questioning the
source of the claimed expen-

diture of %10 crore to %15
crore and asking who had
funded it. He also ques-
tioned the complaint

filed by former Chief
Minister Siddara-
. maiah, alleging
= that it did not
~ 1 identify those
.. who had con-

N ducted the

operation.

Four killed as
sleeper bus

collides with lorry

MYSURU: Four people were
killed and more than 35 passen-
gers were injured when a private
sleeper bus travelling towards
Kerala collided with a lorry near
Kiranal Gate on the outskirts of
Periyapatna early Friday.

The accident occurred on
BM Road National Highway
when the bus was travelling
from Bengaluru towards Ker-
ala. The bus driver died on the
spot, with one of his legs
trapped in the wreckage.

All passengers on the bus
were reportedly from Kerala.
Several sustained serious inju-
ries to their spines, hands, legs,
hips and other body parts.

The injured were shifted to
the Government Public Hos-
pital in Periyapatna for initial
treatment. Those requiring
advanced medical care were
referred to KR Hospital in
Mysuru and other hospitals.

Local residents, police per-
sonnel and fire and emergency
services staff rushed to the acci-
dent site and launched rescue
operations. However, the exten-
sive damage to the bus made it
difficult to free passengers
trapped inside. Rescuers opened
the emergency exit to evacuate
passengers, while emergency
personnel and local residents
worked together to assist those
injured in the collision.

Modi’s Dec tour

« Canada: December 11-12

- Likely diaspora event: Toronto

« Key areas: Trade, energy,
technology and security

+ 620 summit: US, December 13-15
» Brussels visit: December 16-17

« Trade priority: India-Canada
agreement negotiations

nology, security and peo-
ple-to-people ties.

The proposed visit is also
expected to provide an oppor-
tunity to advance discussions
on a bilateral trade agreement.
In September, Canadian High
Commissioner to India Chris-
topher Cooter said the two

11AND 12

countries were working to-
wards completing a trade deal
by the end of the year.

Following his Canada visit,
Modi is scheduled to travel to
the United States for the G20
summit from December 13 to
15. He is then expected to vis-
it Brussels on December 16
and 17 for discussions with
European Union leaders.

During the Brussels visit,
India is expected to sign the
India-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment and hold bilateral talks.

The tightly scheduled inter-
national engagements are ex-
pected to provide opportuni-
ties for India to advance its
trade and diplomatic priorities
with Canada, the US and the
European Union.
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Court overturns ban
on BJP spokesperson’s
profile

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has ordered
Meta to restore the
Facebook account of BJP
spokesperson Dileep
Gowda Kunigal. The page
was blocked after he
reshared a video of a
recent clash in the city.
While the disputed clip
must stay down to prevent
tension, the court noted
that shutting down his
entire profile was unfair
since he is not accused in
the case. Judges served
notices to Meta and set the
next hearing for November.
Supporters are happy the
popular page will finally be
online again soon.

Northeast monsoon
brings heavy rains
across K'taka
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The northeast monsoon
has officially commenced,
bringing widespread
heavy rainfall across
Karnataka over the next
three days. The Met
Department has issued
an orange alert for several
districts, warning of
intense downpours
accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning. Hill
regions like
Chikkamagaluru, Hassan,
and Kodagu are expected
to face the heaviest
showers, while Bengaluru
and surrounding areas
will experience steady
rains and gusty winds.
Officials advise residents
in vulnerable zones to
stay cautious and pre-
pared for waterlogging.
Authorities are monitoring
the weather closely as
heavy storms continue to
sweep through the state.

Air quality
drops as dust

rises
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Air quality across major
parts of Karnataka has
experienced notable
shifts, with Bengaluru
seeing a decline from
moderate to poor condi-
tions. High humidity and
morning fog are trapping
pollutants near the
ground, particularly driv-
ing up dust levels in busy
commercial and industrial
zones like Peenya and
BTM Layout. Meanwhile,
other cities across the
state are faring better;
Mysuru and Mangaluru
currently enjoy safe, clean
air, while Hubballi remains
mostly moderate. Health
experts strongly advise
residents, especially chil-
dren and those with
breathing difficulties, to
limit outdoor activities
until atmospheric condi-
tions improve significantly.

HDK targets Kharge
with video allegations

An explosive sting operation and a viral video ignite
a ferocious political storm across Karnataka.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political tensions in the state
have skyrocketed following
an explosive sting operation
controversy, with Union Min-
ister H.D. Kumaraswamy
launching a fierce attack on
State Home Minister Priyank
Kharge. Displaying a viral
video clip during a press ad-
dress, Kumaraswamy leveled
serious accusations against
the state leadership, claiming
the footage exposes direct
complicity in shielding law-
breakers.

Waving the video recording
before media personnel, Ku-
maraswamy targeted the
Home Minister over remarks
allegedly supporting allied
groups and political actors.
According to the Union Min-
ister, the clip features state-
ments assuring that law en-
forcement agencies would
deliberately refrain from tak-
ing action against individuals
causing public disturbances or
fighting on the administra-
tion’s behalf. Characterizing
these remarks as an open in-
vitation to lawlessness, Ku-
maraswamy stated that the
ruling party and external fac-
tions operate as a single entity
to subvert public order.

Furthermore, Kumaras-
wamy alleged that state funds
are being siphoned off through
irregular channels to foster

“Our Home Minister is

openly admitting that
police will not touch
those fighting on his
behalf”

H.D. KUMARASWAMY
Union Minister

political instability. The senior
leader claimed that resources
meant for public welfare are
being funneled elsewhere, cre-
ating a climate of insecurity.
This latest escalation follows
a series of dramatic confronta-
tions between state and central
leaders over the ongoing po-
lice investigation into politi-
cally sensitive viral clips.
The opposition camp has
continuously accused the gov-
ernment of political victimiza-
tion, claiming that young so-
cial media workers and party
supporters are being unlawful-
ly harassed under the guise of
an official probe. Meanwhile,
state authorities have strongly
defended their actions, main-

Political fallout
intensifies

The explosive video
release has added fuel
to an ongoing sting
operation controversy
in Karnataka politics.
The opposition is now
demanding immediate
clarification from the
administration regard-
ing the authenticity of
the clip and the alleged
directives given to law
enforcement officers.

taining that the inquiry into
the defamatory video leak fol-
lows standard legal protocol.

As both sides trade heavy
barbs over institutional in-
tegrity and political vendet-
tas, the latest video release
has intensified an already
volatile political climate
across Karnataka.

ED uncovers elaborate cheating
scheme in KPSC

Federal investigators
uncover a massive
public service
recruitment scandal
where favored
candidates completed
exams in luxury hotels
using pre-filled
answer keys.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The ongoing investigation
into massive recruitment ir-
regularities managed by the
state public service commis-
sion has exposed a deeply
shocking administrative scan-
dal. Federal financial investi-
gators have uncovered a clan-
destine scheme where target-
ed candidates were treated to
luxury accommodations and
special exam-writing arrange-
ments to guarantee their se-
lection into government ser-
vice.

According to findings de-
tailed by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate, corrupt members of
the recruitment commission
actively facilitated the testing
process inside a high-end lux-
ury hotel rather than designat-
ed examination halls. Prior to
the scheduled tests, favored
applicants were supplied with
comprehensive answer keys.
For candidates who lacked
even the basic academic pro-
ficiency to copy from these
prepared sheets, perpetrators
devised an even more auda-
cious strategy. Corrupt offi-
cials personally handed ques-
tion papers and blank optical
mark recognition sheets di-

rectly inside the hotel rooms,
allowing them to complete the
examination away from pub-
lic scrutiny.

Once finished, these illicitly
filled answer sheets were qui-
etly slipped back into the of-
ficial pool. The subsequent
evaluation was manipulated
meticulously to avoid trigger-
ing any internal or external
suspicion. Investigators dis-
covered that this elaborate
coordination allowed individ-
uals with zero merit to bypass
standard evaluation metrics
completely.

The gravity of the corrup-
tion came to light during de-
tailed verification procedures
conducted by federal agents.
In one stark instance, investi-
gators discovered that a se-
lected candidate was funda-
mentally incapable of even
writing their own name and
personal address in the En-
glish language. This glaring
deficiency triggered a deeper
forensic audit into how such
unqualified individuals suc-
cessfully breached state em-
ployment channels.

Financial investigators
have now secured specific
details regarding the luxury

How the scheme worked

Hotel, not exam hall: the
tests were held inside a
luxury hotel

Keys in advance: favoured
candidates got the answer
keys before the tests

Papersin the room:
question papers and blank
OMR sheets were handed
overin hotel rooms

Back in the pool: the filled
sheets were slipped back
and the evaluation
manipulated

hotel utilized for these covert
operations and have identi-
fied the key commission in-
siders responsible. Armed
with this hard evidence, en-
forcement authorities have
significantly intensified their
nationwide probe to disman-
tle the entire criminal syndi-
cate operating behind the
scenes.

This shocking revelation
has sparked widespread pub-
lic outrage, intensifying polit-
ical demands for sweeping
structural reforms and imme-
diate legal accountability
across all state-level recruit-
ment boards.

‘Nation must unlte to eradlcate drug menace’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Home Minister Priyank
Kharge has called on the en-
tire country to put aside po-
litical boundaries and join
hands to eradicate the grow-
ing drug menace. Speaking
at a major public event in
Bengaluru, he stressed that
protecting the future genera-
tion requires a collective,
nationwide commitment.

The senior minister shared
these remarks while flagging
off a special national motor-
cycle rally organized by the
state police force.

The event forms a key part
of the upcoming National
Unity Day celebrations. He
emphasized that whether the
challenge is faced in south-
ern Karnataka, northern
Kashmir, or the capital of
Delhi, regional differences
must not hinder joint secu-
rity efforts.

Highlighting the strict
actions taken by authori-
ties, the minister revealed
vital enforcement statistics
recorded over the past
three years.

Law enforcement agen-
cies have detained roughly
37,000 suspects during in-
tensive operations against
illegal narcotics. Further-
more, courts have success-
fully secured convictions
for ten thousand individu-
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The crackdown

ARRESTS IN
37,000 s
[V ) convictions
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THE RALLY

als involved in these crim-
inal networks. According
to leadership, these rigor-
ous figures demonstrate a
firm zero-tolerance policy
and a deep dedication to
cleaning up local commu-
nities.

Authorities noted that the
dangerous reach of narcot-
ics is no longer restricted
strictly to big cities.

Illegal substances have
steadily penetrated vulnera-
ble rural towns as well,
turning into a massive
cross-border crisis. Because
the network operates across
multiple state lines and in-

ternational borders, regional
police forces must share in-
telligence and work closely
together.

The ongoing motorcycle
awareness campaign unites
hundreds of riders from dif-
ferent state units, central
forces, and anti-narcotics
bureaus.

These dedicated officers
began their journey from
various corners of the coun-
try to spread vital anti-drug
messages. All participating
regional contingents will ul-
timately converge at Ekta
Nagar in the state of Guja-
rat.

This grand culmination
aligns with Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas, observed every year
on October 31 to honor the
birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

Officials hope this mas-
sive public mobilization
will inspire youth to reject
substance abuse completely.

K’taka ranks 1st in medical education quality

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka officially leads the
entire country in the quality
and infrastructure of medical
education, boasting the high-
est concentration of medical
colleges, specialized training
institutes, and student seats.
This landmark achievement
was highlighted by the state
minister for medical educa-
tion during a major anniversa-
ry celebration.

The cabinet official made
these remarks while inaugu-
rating a newly renovated hos-
pital building for a prominent
medical research institution
near Hoskote, which was
marking its silver jubilee
milestone. Addressing aca-
demic leaders, faculty mem-
bers, and students, the minis-
ter emphasized the adminis-
tration's steadfast dedication
to establishing a fully
equipped government medical
college in every single dis-
trict. The core objective re-
mains ensuring that top-tier
healthcare services and af-
fordable professional training
are universally accessible to
all citizens, regardless of their
socioeconomic background.

Discussing the realities of
the modern healthcare sector,
the minister noted that setting
up new medical facilities has
become exceptionally chal-

lenging and financially de-
manding. Strict regulatory
guidelines enforced by the
national medical commission
require massive capital in-
vestments to build advanced
infrastructure and recruit
qualified faculty members.
Drawing on his extensive ex-
perience leading the depart-
ment across multiple terms,
the minister recalled initiating
the ambitious statewide dis-
trict college expansion pro-
gram to bridge regional
healthcare gaps.

Local legislative represen-
tatives also addressed the sil-
ver jubilee gathering, praising
the institution for shaping
compassionate physicians
who serve as lifelines for vul-

nerable patients. Speakers
commended the visionary
founders who transformed a
modest educational initiative
into a massive medical hub
over the past twenty-and-five
years, now supporting hun-
dreds of training seats and
treating hundreds of thou-
sands of patients.

University leadership and
college executives participat-
ed in the celebrations, reaf-
firming a shared commitment
to integrating cutting-edge
artificial intelligence and in-
novative digital technologies
into future medical training
curricula to keep graduates
globally competitive and pre-
pared for modern clinical
challenges.

Government freezes controversial
fee for parkmg outside homes

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Citizens across the metropol-
itan area have secured a major
reprieve after the state admin-
istration decided to freeze a
controversial parking policy
proposal. The contested mea-
sure previously sought to levy
an annual user fee on vehicle
owners simply for parking
their own personal cars and
two-wheelers directly in front
of their residential properties.

The decision was announced
by the Urban Development De-
partment following an over-
whelming wave of public push-
back. The initial parking frame-
work had been drafted by mu-
nicipal authorities to address
severe traffic congestion,
chronic gridlocks, and unorga-
nized curbside parking across
the tech capital. However, the
clause dictating charges for res-
idential street parking triggered
widespread panic and outrage,
with thousands of citizens

flooding government channels
with formal objections.

Critics and resident welfare
associations argued that
charging families to park out-
side their own gates was deep-
ly unjust. Many highlighted
that households were already
struggling under the weight of
rising living expenses, escalat-
ing property taxes, and soar-
ing electricity tariffs. In re-
sponse to the intense pressure,
the government chose to sus-
pend the controversial propos-
al indefinitely. While political
analysts suggest the upcoming

PARKING FEE

INDEFINITELY

municipal elections later in
the year also motivated the
sudden halt to prevent voter
backlash, authorities have em-
phasized that public sentiment
drove the immediate pause.
Despite this temporary vic-
tory for local vehicle owners,
managing the city’s severe
vehicular congestion remains
an uphill battle. Urban plan-
ners note that finding sustain-
able, long-term solutions for
traffic management without
financially overburdening ev-
eryday citizens will require
creative policy alternatives.
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Governor urged to probe false info against IPS officer

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A prominent social activist
has formally approached the
state governor to demand
strict legal action against
government officials who al-
legedly misled the highest
court in the country regard-
ing a senior police official.

The controversy centers
around allegations of inaccu-
rate details presented about
senior Indian Police Service
officer Alok Kumar during
high-stakes legal proceed-
ings.

The dispute emerged fol-
lowing a major investigation
into alleged irregularities
within the recruitment pro-
cess of veterinary officers.
The state high court had pre-
viously established a special-
ized investigative team head-
ed by Alok Kumar, who
serves as the Director Gener-
al of Police for the prisons
department, to ensure an in-
dependent inquiry.

However, the state govern-

Official response and next steps

— L ‘ Following the court proceedings,
Alok Kumar formally wrote to the
State Chief Secretary seeking
complete clarification over how
incorrect briefs were presented.
Activist Kallahalli's petition urges
the Governor's office to inde-

pendently verify facts, correct
official court submissions, and
penalize those responsible for

ment contested this judicial
decision by filing an appeal
in the Supreme Court, suc-
cessfully arguing for his re-
moval from the leadership
role by claiming an active
departmental inquiry related
to an old phone-tapping con-
troversy.

Documents and records in-
dicate that this representation
was fundamentally flawed.
The central investigative
agency had already submit-
ted a closure report, known
locally as a B-report, in the

the administrative error.

phone-tapping matter, which
the judiciary officially ac-
cepted. Furthermore, no de-
partmental proceedings re-
main pending against the se-
nior officer. Upon discover-
ing these discrepancies, the
affected officer immediately
reached out to the state chief
secretary to register a formal
protest against the misinfor-
mation submitted in official
legal filings.

The social activist’s peti-
tion stresses that submitting
inaccurate details to the su-

THE B- REPORT

| The central |
investigating agency
| had already filed a closure
report, known as a B-report,
| in the phone-tapping case, |
and the court accepteditin

2024.
L - - - — 4

preme judicial authority se-
verely damages an individu-
al’s hard-earned professional
reputation and compromises
the overall integrity of state
submissions.

The formal complaint urg-
es the gubernatorial office to
verify all underlying facts,
set the judicial record
straight, and penalize the ad-
ministrative personnel re-
sponsible for the oversight.
Observers note that this un-
folding administrative clash
highlights critical account-
ability concerns within gov-
ernment legal representation
and institutional transparency
across the region.
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From an overflowing garbage black spot in

Sultanpalya to construction debris morph-
ing into a refuse dump in Vasanth Nagar,
Bengaluru’s neighborhoods are buckling
under civic neglect. Frustrated residents

and local business owners are issuing
urgent appeals to municipal authorities for
immediate intervention. Yy,

+9180730 57594

Uncollected construction debris on Vasanth Nagar’s 8th Main Road—right
outside Ganga Bakery on the route to Mount Carmel College—has morphed
into an unhygienic garbage dumping ground, drawing mounting com-
plaints from surrounding eateries and residents over municipal neglect.

Garbage has been dumped on the road opposite Medax Hospital in Sultanpalya,
causing inconvenience to residents. People have urged the authorities to take
immediate action and ensure the area is cleaned and maintained properly.
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Health camp benefits
over 1,700
sanitation workers

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major welfare initiative
aimed at safeguarding front-
line civic employees, the
Bengaluru East City Corpo-
ration has organized a com-
prehensive free health
check-up camp and health
card distribution drive at
SBR Palace in Marathahalli
for sanitation workers oper-
ating within the Mahadeva-
pura Zone.

The special welfare pro-
gramme was formally inau-
gurated by Corporation
Commissioner D.S. Ramesh,
who lit the traditional cere-
monial lamp and personally
underwent a routine medical
screening to encourage par-
ticipation. Addressing the
gathering of sanitation work-
ers, Commissioner Ramesh
emphasized that these civic
personnel work tirelessly ev-
ery single day to maintain
urban cleanliness and public
hygiene, making the protec-
tion of their physical
well-being a paramount ad-
ministrative responsibility.
The health camp was exe-
cuted in close collaboration
with the prestigious Vydehi
Medical College and Hos-
pital.

To ensure efficient medi-
cal screenings, over nine
dedicated health check-up
counters were established at
the venue. Specialized med-
ical professionals and nurs-
ing staff conducted thorough
examinations, including es-
sential diagnostic screenings
for blood pressure and blood
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sugar levels, while offering
personalized medical con-
sultations and lifestyle ad-
vice to workers diagnosed
with health concerns. In to-
tal, more than 1,700 sanita-
tion workers availed them-
selves of these vital medical
evaluations.

A major highlight of the
outreach camp was the for-
mal distribution of special-
ized health cards to over
700 sanitation workers.
These credentials grant ben-
eficiaries access to free med-
ical treatment and healthcare
services across 74 empan-

il

The camp in numbers

WORKERS
SCREENED

HEALTH
CARDS
GIVEN

EMPANELLED
HOSPITALS

CHECK-UP
COUNTERS

elled hospitals, ensuring that
workers and their families
can secure timely clinical
assistance during medical
emergencies. Joint Commis-
sioner Dr. Dakshayini K.,
Medical Officer Dr. Rakesh,
assistant general managers,
health supervisors, and san-
itation inspectors attended
the event. Commissioner
Ramesh strongly urged all
workers to utilize the health
cards responsibly and make
full use of the healthcare
benefits provided to secure

their future.
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holds 56th phone-in

Bengaluru North civic authorities leverage the
advanced Sahaaya 2.0 platform to streamline
rapid citizen grievance redressal.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Under the proactive leader-
ship of Commissioner Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar, the Benga-
luru North City Corporation
has intensified its administra-
tive focus on rapid citizen
grievance redressal, utilizing
the advanced ‘Sahaaya 2.0’
software to streamline track-
ing and accountability across
all municipal departments.
The commitment was prom-
inently highlighted during the

Overall redressal
statistics

Across all 56 phone-in
sessions held to date,
authorities have registered
a total of 3,319
complaints. Across
broader municipal
operations, over 201,600
total grievances have been
processed over past
terms, with officials
instructed to fast-track
remaining pending cases
through site inspections.

corporation’s 56th weekly
phone-in programme, where
senior officials directly en-
gaged with urban residents to
listen to local civic com-
plaints. Over 38 incoming
calls generated 44 distinct
grievances spanning multiple
sectors. Engineering and road
maintenance dominated the
complaints with twenty-one
items, including four reports
of uncleared construction de-
bris, two damaged footpath
complaints, four illegal walk-
way encroachments, four pot-
hole hazards, six roadside
drain issues, and one water

Grievance breakdown

2
- Solid waste 9
- E-khata services 5
- Health 4
3
2

. Electrical
[ Forest

44 grievances from 38 calls at the 56th
phone-in

stagnation spot. Solid waste
management accounted for
nine complaints, followed by
five grievances regarding
e-khata services, four health
department matters, three
electrical concerns, and two
forest-related issues.

Official civic reports indi-
cate that across all 56 phone-
in sessions held to date, a stag-
gering 3,319 total grievances
have been logged. While most
of these complaints have been
resolved, the latest additions
bring the active phone-in
pending count to 237 cases.
Presently, 1,092 civic files re-
main under active processing
across corporation wings, with
road engineering and solid
waste management accounting
for the highest concentrations
of pending tasks. Commis-
sioner Sunil Kumar has issued
strict directives to all depart-
mental heads, ordering man-
datory site inspections and
swift, time-bound resolutions.
Citizens can continue logging
complaints via email,
WhatsApp, social media, or
the integrated Sahaaya portal.

BECC Addl. Commissioner
inspects Varthur projects

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a rigorous push to upgrade
urban infrastructure and elim-
inate persistent civic bottle-
necks, Bengaluru East City
Corporation Additional Com-
missioner Lokhande Snehal
Sudhakar spearheaded an ex-
tensive on-site inspection of
various developmental works
across the rapidly expanding
Varthur and Gunjur neighbor-
hoods. The high-level admin-
istrative review was designed
to evaluate compliance with
previously issued directives,
audit project timelines, and
address mounting public
grievances regarding stalled
construction and delayed civ-
ic amenities.

During the comprehensive
field tour, the Additional
Commissioner maintained a
strict stance on administrative
accountability, issuing direct
orders to executive engineers,
project contractors, and de-
partmental heads, mandating
the immediate initiation of
stalled projects and the ag-
gressive acceleration of ongo-
ing works to ensure full com-
pletion within strict stipulated
timeframes. Emphasizing the
necessity of seamless inter-de-
partmental synergy, the officer
directed municipal wings to
work in absolute coordination
with partner agencies—in-
cluding the Karnataka Road
Development Corporation,
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board, and Banga-
lore Electricity Supply Com-
pany—to prevent bureaucratic
delays that routinely inconve-
nience local residents.

A primary focus of the in-
spection centered on major
transportation corridors. Re-
viewing ongoing road widen-
ing and flyover construction
sites in Varthur and Gunjur,
the Additional Commissioner
observed that preliminary
base preparation, including
the laying of sub-base jelly
stones, had already been

Bengaluru East City
Corporation’s
Additional
Commissioner inspects
Varthur and Gunjur
infrastructure projects,
ordering accelerated
construction timelines,
utility relocations, and
swift resolution of
ongoing bottlenecks.

executed, and instructed
project managers to expedite
surface carpeting and paving
works immediately to restore
unhindered vehicular flow.
Furthermore, addressing per-
sistent traffic snarls caused
by utility obstructions, the
Additional Commissioner or-
dered field teams to collabo-
rate closely with electrical
utilities to fast-track the sys-
tematic relocation of con-
flicting power poles, over-
head distribution lines, and
surface transformers.

To overcome chronic land
acquisition hurdles that fre-
quently paralyze municipal
infrastructure expansion, the
Additional Commissioner
outlined clear operational
protocols, instructing zonal
officers to aggressively lever-
age the Transferable Develop-
ment Rights mechanism and
engage constructively with
landowners willing to relin-
quish property. Where clear
land parcels are already se-
cured, engineers were direct-
ed to break ground instantly
without administrative hesita-
tion.

Freedom Park to be transformed into a model park

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a decisive push to reclaim
and revitalize major public
recreational spaces within the
metropolis, Bengaluru Cen-
tral City Corporation Com-
missioner Jagadeesha G.
spearheaded a comprehensive
on-site inspection of the his-

) Debris and garbage cleared, with
daily cleanliness drills

) Electrical connections upgraded
and drinking water kiosks set up

) Walking tracks repaired and
security stepped up with
surveillance

) More green cover: lawns, flower
displays and shaded paths

) Awareness campaigns onits
heritage and museum spaces

toric Freedom Park located
within the Gandhinagar divi-
sion. The high-level adminis-
trative visit was aimed at au-
diting ongoing maintenance
standards, assessing infra-
structural bottlenecks, and
formulating a robust blueprint

to transform the landmark lo-
cation into an immaculate,
world-class model park for
city residents.

During the extensive field
tour, accompanied by Joint
Commissioner Hemant Sha-
ran, Executive Engineer
Pradeep, and other key mu-
nicipal engineers, Commis-
sioner Jagadeesha expressed
deep dissatisfaction with ac-
cumulated solid waste and
construction debris scattered

BSCC Commissioner targets ille

B

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a rigorous on-site adminis-
trative crackdown, Bengaluru
South City Corporation Com-
missioner K.N. Ramesh spear-
headed an extensive inspec-
tion tour across critical south-
ern micro-markets, including
Holiday Village Road, An-
janapura, Thalaghattapura,
and the Turahalli forest perim-
eter. Accompanied by Execu-
tive Engineer Rajanna and
local Residents’ Welfare Asso-
ciation representatives, the
senior bureaucrat audited lo-
cal infrastructure deficits, ex-
amined chronic drainage fail-
ures, and addressed aggres-
sive public road encroach-
ments.

A major focus of the Com-
missioner’s inspection target-
ed unauthorized commercial
operations running out of res-
idential plots allotted by the
Bangalore Development Au-
thority near Nayak Complex
in Anjanapura Eighth Block,

where violators were also il-
licitly burning solid waste.
Expressing severe displea-
sure, Commissioner Ramesh
ordered zonal officers to issue
immediate legal notices to the
defaulting site owners and en-
vironmental offenders.

across peripheral zones of the
park grounds. He issued im-
mediate, strict directives to
sanitation squads and mainte-
nance contractors to clear all
debris, eliminate unsightly
garbage dumps, and institute
rigorous daily cleanliness pro-
tocols to preserve a pristine
ecological environment.
Emphasizing the historical
and civic significance of Free-
dom Park—situated right in
the pulsing heart of the city

gal commercial plots

Turning his attention to re-
gional connectivity, the Com-
missioner issued decisive or-
ders to widen and upgrade the
deteriorating arterial route
linking Holiday Village Road
to Anjanapura. To fast-track
the land acquisition needed

and frequented daily by thou-
sands of morning walkers, se-
nior citizens, children, and
international tourists—the
Commissioner laid out a com-
prehensive modernization
agenda. He ordered municipal
teams to expedite all pending
development and maintenance
projects on an urgent priority
basis. Specific infrastructural
mandates include upgrading
electrical grid connections,
establishing reliable public

drinking water kiosks, repair-
ing uneven or damaged walk-
ing tracks, and bolstering
overall visitor security through
advanced surveillance sys-
tems.

Furthermore, the Commis-
sioner underscored the need
to expand lush green cover
across the campus, ensuring
that manicured lawns, vi-
brant horticultural displays,
and shaded pathways pro-
vide a peaceful, serene sanc-
tuary amid the chaotic urban
core. To maximize commu-
nity engagement, he instruct-
ed public relations and tour-
ism departments to roll out
targeted awareness cam-
paigns highlighting Freedom
Park’s unique architectural
heritage, museum spaces,
and recreational offerings to
encourage broader footfall
from families and younger
demographics. Municipal au-
thorities reaffirmed their
commitment to turning the
landmark into a shining
benchmark of urban park
management.

for this project, he instructed
officials to complete all Trans-
ferable Development Rights
formalities within one week.
Furthermore, he directed en-
gineering wings to officially
write to the BDA, requesting
alternative property arrange-
ments for owners of vacant
parcels blocking the expan-
sion. Addressing severe mon-
soon waterlogging in front of
Sattva Apartment, Ramesh
criticized the glaring omission
of stormwater drains during
previous white-topping works,
directing formal administra-
tive warnings to the executing
agency, B-SMILE.

To combat infrastructure
damage caused by heavy
transport, the Commissioner
noted that massive goods car-
riers commuting between
Kanakapura Road and Ban-
nerghatta Road were illegally
utilizing the residential An-
janapura Eighty-Feet Road.
He ordered the immediate
installation of structural

ORDERS ON THE SPOT

Legal notices to owners running
shops on BDA residential plots
and burning waste

Road to Anjanapura to be
widened; TDR formalities within
aweek

EIGHTY-FEET ROAD

Height barriers at both ends to
stop goods carriers

TURAHALLI FOREST

Roadside encroachments near
Sobha Forest View to be cleared

height barriers on both ends
of the corridor. Additional
strict directives were issued to
clear illegal roadside com-
mercial encroachments near
Sobha Forest View Apartment
along the Thalaghattapura-
Turahalli forest stretch, along-
side orders to investigate in-
dustrial contamination flow-
ing into the Baiyappanahalli
Kunte Lake.
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Bengaluru feather library
unlocks avian science i
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru is now home to
a unique feather library
housed at the National

Centre for Biological
Sciences. Founded by
architect and birder Esha
Munshi, the archive aims
to study the flight
feathers of Indian birds. It
currently features around

400 specimens covering

165 species from
Karnataka and Gujarat.
Munshi collects samples
ethically, including dona-
tions from rescue teams.
Experts say analyzing
these delicate feathers
helps track conservation
threats like window colli-
sions and discover
micro-ecosystems like
host-specific mites. This
fascinating project opens
new doors for local
wildlife research.

Bengaluru and Vancouver

airports sign partnership
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport and
Vancouver International

Airport have signed a
sister airport agreement
to boost cargo trade and

pave the way for future
direct flights. Announced
at Terminal 2, the pact
focuses on sharing smart
technology, sustainable
operations, and digital
twin innovations. Leaders
from both nations high-
lighted that this collabo-
ration will strengthen
commercial ties, enhance
passenger experiences,
and expand international
freight volumes between
India and Canada.

Officials expect the part-

nership to open new eco-
nomic opportunities and
improve global connec-
tivity for travelers in the

coming years.

IIM Bangalore ranks high

for teaching cases
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Indian Institute of
Management Bangalore
has secured 11th place
globally and first place in
India for its impactful
teaching cases, according
to the latest Financial
Times assessment. Its
study materials on real-
world business chal-
lenges are used by hun-
dreds of institutions
across nearly 50 coun-
tries. Sales of these man-
agement cases have
grown significantly, driven
by popular studies on cor-
porate strategies and
digital transformations.
Directors attribute this
success to creating
research that directly
addresses practical
problems faced by
modern companies.
Three other Indian
business schools also
featured prominently in
the global top 25 list.

INDIA bloc plans protests
against electoralrolls

The INDIA bloc launches a fierce Karnataka agitation, demanding
electoral roll reforms and sweeping institutional accountability.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major escalation of na-
tional political tensions over
electoral integrity, senior lead-
ers of the INDIA opposition
bloc have announced a con-
certed statewide agitation in
Karnataka under the powerful

Demands and
objections

Scrap SIR Process:

Opposition parties
demanded the complete
scrapping of the current voter
list revision system.

Reinstate Voters: Leaders

highlighted that roughly
130 million citizens have been
wrongfully dropped from rolls
and demand theirimmediate
restoration.

CEC Resignation: The

alliance strongly urged
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar to resign over
alleged partisan bias.

rallying cry, “Save the Vote —
Save the Nation” (Matha Uli-
si — Desha Ulisi). This unified
movement aims to protect the
Constitution, defend demo-
cratic principles, and safe-
guard the fundamental voting
rights of citizens against what
leaders term systemic disen-
franchisement.

The strategic decision was
formalized during a high-lev-
el state meeting held on Fri-
day at the Legislators’ Home
(Shasakara Bhavana) in Ben-
galuru. Chaired by prominent
Congress leader and Karnata-
ka Pradesh Congress Commit-

tee stalwart B.K. Hariprasad,
the gathering brought together
key representatives from ma-
jor coalition partners. Attend-
ees included AICC Secretary
Gopinath Palaniappan, CPI
State Secretary Sathi Sunda-
resh, CPI(M) State Secretary
K. Prakash, Samajwadi Party
State President Manjappa Ya-
dav, alongside delegates from
the CPI(ML) Liberation, the
Forward Bloc, and various
other progressive allied orga-
nizations.

The core grievance driving
this aggressive political
mobilization centers on the
controversial Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls. Opposition leaders
leveled severe accusations
against federal administrative
structures, claiming that the
electoral roll revision process
has resulted in the systematic
and unlawful exclusion of
millions of eligible voters

nationwide. Citing estimates
presented during the confer-
ence, leaders asserted that
roughly 130 million voters
across the country have mys-
teriously dropped off official
voter lists. Hariprasad and
other coalition speakers
maintained that such mass
omissions are completely
unacceptable and demand the
immediate, unconditional
scrapping of the current SIR
protocol, alongside the formal
reinstatement of every legiti-
mate citizen’s name to the
registry.

Furthermore, the alliance
launched a direct verbal
assault on the leadership of
the national election adminis-
tration, explicitly calling for
the resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. Opposition represen-
tatives alleged that the central
government is increasingly
adopting anti-democratic and

PROTEST

NOV5

BENGALURU

authoritarian methods, trans-

forming what should be a
strictly neutral and indepen-
dent constitutional institution
into an instrument favoring
ruling party interests. Speak-
ers emphasized that protecting
the sanctity of the ballot box
transcends ordinary party pol-
itics, representing an existen-
tial struggle for the survival of
Indian democracy.

Upcoming agitation
schedule

To mobilize citizens down to
the grass-roots level, a
state-level coordination com-
mittee comprising the Con-
gress, CPI, CPI(M),
CPI(ML), Samajwadi Party,
and Forward Bloc has been
formed. A massive protest is
planned at Ramlila Maidan in
New Delhi on November 1,
followed by a major demon-
stration in Bengaluru on No-
vember 5.

Decade-old fraud uncovered: 52 health staff suspended

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a stunning exposure of sys-
temic public sector fraud, 52
Group-D staff members work-
ing within the state health and
family welfare department
have been placed under im-
mediate suspension. These
employees had successfully
infiltrated the government
workforce a decade ago by
submitting thoroughly fabri-
cated Secondary School Leav-
ing Certificate mark sheets
across various districts in the
Kalyana Karnataka region.
The massive recruitment
scam dates back to March
2015, when an official notifi-
cation was released to fill nu-
merous vacant Group-D posi-
tions across regional health-
care facilities. A mandatory
eligibility requirement for
these roles was the successful
completion of 10th standard
examinations. Following a
selection cycle, final lists
were published late that year,
and formal appointment or-
ders were issued by June
2016. For nearly 10 years,
these individuals quietly drew

The forged marks
SCORED FORGED
marks some > marks
candidates shown on
actually the forged
scored sheets, out

of 625

government salaries while
stationed at various district
hospitals and primary health
centers.

The elaborate deception be-
gan to unravel following a
formal complaint filed in
2023, triggering a compre-
hensive internal audit and
credential verification. Inves-
tigators discovered that can-

didates who originally se-
cured as low as 230 marks
had used forged documents to
artificially inflate their aca-
demic scores to an impressive
range between 560 and 586
out of a total 625 marks.
Even more brazenly, the de-
partmental probe revealed
that official verification let-

Key highlights

u Decade Hidden: Theillegal
hiring dated back to a 2015
recruitment drive before
recent probes uncovered the
truth.

® Inflated Scores: Candidates
who originally scored 230
marks allegedly altered their
scorecards to display up to
586 marks.

m Forged Verifications: Even
official clearance letters from
the Examination Board were
completely fabricated by the
accused individuals.

ters purportedly issued by the
educational examination
board to authenticate these
mark sheets were entirely
counterfeit.

Following the confirmation

Heavy rains submerge Panathur railway underpass

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Torrential downpours lashed
eastern Bengaluru, throwing
normal life into complete dis-
array and triggering severe
flash floods across critical
transit corridors. The infa-
mous Panathur railway under-
pass bore the brunt of the me-
teorological fury, transform-
ing into a deep artificial reser-
voir within hours of intense
precipitation and cutting off
vital connectivity for thou-
sands of daily commuters.
The unfolding crisis caught
motorists and local residents
off guard as water levels
surged rapidly inside the
low-lying structural depres-
sion. Dramatic visual evi-
dence captured on smart-
phones and widely circulated
across major social media
networks depicted a stranded
passenger car completely ma-
rooned and floating helplessly
in waist-deep accumulated
rainwater. The shocking foot-
age immediately reignited
public outrage regarding

chronic urban infrastructure
failures, poor stormwater
management, and persistent
administrative apathy across
the metropolitan area.
According to preliminary
local accounts and disgrun-
tled neighborhood associa-
tions, the primary catalyst
behind the recurrent inunda-
tion is severely compromised
drainage infrastructure. While
the underpass was originally
equipped with dedicated
stormwater outlets and drain-
age pipelines intended to
clear surface runoff, exten-

sive and uncoordinated civil
construction activities in the
immediate vicinity have re-
portedly led to massive quan-
tities of excavated earth and
debris being dumped directly
over the drainage channels.
This critical blockage com-
pletely choked natural water
discharge routes, preventing
rainwater from escaping and
causing rapid, catastrophic
pooling during heavy down-
pours.

Commuters and local resi-
dent welfare groups directed
sharp criticism toward munic-

ipal bodies, particularly target-
ing the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) for failing to
clear blocked conduits ahead
of the monsoon peaks. Frus-
trated motorists noted that de-
spite repeated warnings and
prior flooding incidents during
earlier spells of seasonal rain,
swift preventive interventions
remain absent. Navigating the
eastern technology corridor
has become a perilous ordeal,
with incomplete side-drain
networks, missing footpaths
forcing pedestrians onto
flooded roadways, and erratic
pumping mechanisms exacer-
bating public misery.

Traffic police and emergen-
cy response teams rushed to
the spot to barricade the sub-
merged underpass, issuing
urgent travel advisories to
prevent motorists from at-
tempting to cross the hazard.
While civic authorities have
occasionally deployed mobile
de-watering pumps to clear
stagnant pools, residents em-
phasize that superficial quick
fixes are wholly inadequate.

of widespread fraud, formal
notices were dispatched to
the accused personnel under
a late September government
directive. Because the em-
ployees failed to offer any
credible or satisfactory ex-
planation defending their ac-
ademic credentials, the de-
partment initiated severe
disciplinary actions. Author-
ities cited grave dereliction
of duty and the criminal cre-
ation of falsified public doc-
uments.

In addition to their imme-
diate suspension, strict legal
instructions have been hand-
ed down to respective district
health officers. Officials
must file formal criminal
cases against every implicat-
ed individual and pursue
thorough police investiga-
tions to uncover any external
forgery syndicates that may
have facilitated the de-
cade-long deception. This
major crackdown highlights
an aggressive administrative
push to cleanse public institu-
tions of fraudulent workers
and protect the integrity of
state employment systems.

e

Food safety raids target

80 sweet units

State health authorities
crack down on
commercial sweet
makers, issuing notices
to ten units for
unhygienic conditions
and safety violations
ahead of festivals.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

As festive preparations reach
a fever pitch across the re-
gion, state health authorities
have launched an aggressive
statewide crackdown on com-
mercial food manufacturers
to safeguard public health. In
a coordinated series of sur-
prise inspections conducted
on October 15, the Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare targeted 80 commer-
cial sweet-making establish-
ments and retail units, result-
ing in formal administrative
notices being issued to ten

WHAT NEXT

Lab reports will
decide the action

— Show-cause notices to all 10
defaulting units

— Fines and licence suspen-
sions once results are final

major operators for severe
safety and licensing viola-
tions.

The intensive enforcement
operation was executed under
the direct guidance of Health
and Family Welfare Minister
U.T. Khader, operating strict-
ly within the regulatory
framework of the central
Food Safety and Standards
Act along with the Food Safe-
ty and Standards Regulations
of 2011. During these unan-
nounced field checks, state
food safety inspectors paid
special attention to commer-
cial hubs where traditional
confectionery and festival
sweets are produced in mas-
sive wholesale quantities to
meet holiday demands.

To ensure rigorous scientif-
ic validation of consumable
goods, inspection teams suc-
cessfully collected 125 dis-
tinct food samples from vari-
ous operating units. These
perishable confectioneries and

BRIDGING STATE BORDERS

raw ingredients have been
dispatched to authorized gov-
ernment food testing laborato-
ries for comprehensive chem-
ical and microbiological anal-
ysis. Departmental commis-
sioners noted that the precise
quality verdicts and safety
ratings of these samples will
depend entirely on impending

The festive food
checks

sweet units and shops inspected

laboratory reports, which will
verify whether the products
conform to prescribed human
consumption standards or
contain harmful adulterants.
The field sweeps exposed
alarming operational short-
comings within a subset of
inspected facilities. Inspectors
documented profoundly unhy-
gienic conditions across mul-
tiple food preparation zones,
improper storage handling of
dairy products and sweeten-
ers, and a total disregard for
basic sanitation protocols.
Furthermore, several business
entities operated entirely out-
side the law, lacking mandato-
ry operational licenses or val-
id standard registrations man-
dated by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India.
Addressing the media re-
garding the crackdown, De-
partment Commissioner Sri-
nivas K. confirmed that for-
mal show-cause notices have
been dispatched to all ten de-
faulting establishments. He
warned that further stringent
legal actions, including heavy
financial penalties and poten-
tial business license suspen-
sions, will be enforced once
laboratory results are final-
ized. The health administra-
tion has strongly reminded all
commercial food operators
that maintaining pristine
kitchen hygiene and strict reg-
ulatory compliance is non-ne-
gotiable, particularly during
festive seasons when public
consumption peaks.

State orders DPR for Attibele Metro extension

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state government has of-
ficially directed the railway
corporation to prepare a com-
prehensive project report for
extending the urban metro
system’s yellow line from
Bommasandra down to Atti-
bele. This vital infrastructure
initiative follows a completed
feasibility study and aims to
significantly enhance regional
commuter transit connectivity.
The proposed expansion
plan covers a total distance of
roughly 10.5 kilometers along
the right side of the national
highway. Officials have out-
lined a solid blueprint that
includes the construction of
nine strategic stations to serve
daily workers. Proposed stops
along this busy corridor fea-
ture locations near a major
medical institute, bustling in-
dustrial zones, and local resi-
dential circles, which will
greatly ease heavy highway
traffic congestion.
Meanwhile, major neigh-
boring developments are

NAMMA METRO
YELLOW LINE EXTENSION

FROM BOMMASANDRA TO ATTIBELE (10.5 KM, 9 STATIONS)

actively unfolding across the
state border. The Tamil Nadu
administration has formally
approached federal leaders
seeking official authorization
for a separate interstate metro
line spanning 23 kilometers
from Hosur to Bommasandra.
If both regional initiatives
successfully secure all neces-
sary administrative clear-
ances and reach completion,
they could establish the very
first major inter-state urban
rail network connection in
southern India, fostering
seamless travel for thousands
of cross-border commuters
daily.

_ TAMILNADU

Local transit advocates
have welcomed these progres-
sive steps, noting that expand-
ing rapid mass transit net-
works beyond crowded city
limits is crucial for sustain-
able economic growth. Ex-
perts emphasize that coordi-
nated urban planning between
neighboring states will help
resolve long-standing com-
muter struggles and reduce
vehicular pollution across the
southern corridor. As the tran-
sit corporation begins drafting
the detailed report, residents
look forward to faster, safer,
and more reliable daily jour-
neys ahead.




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

KARNATAKA

SATURDAY » OCTOBER 17, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Mangaluru organises
textile export
workshop on Oct 22

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A one-day export work-
shop for textile entrepre-
neurs has been scheduled
for October 22 at 10 am at
the Coastal Development
Authority office in the
Mangaluru City
Corporation Commercial
Complex, Lalbagh. The
workshop aims to guide
district textile entrepre-
neurs through registration
procedures and help
them connect with inter-
national buyers. The
Assistant Director of the
Department of
Handlooms and Textiles
has encouraged entrepre-
neurs and other inter-
ested individuals to par-
ticipate and benefit from
the programme. For fur-
ther details and registra-
tion-related information,
interested participants
can contact the depart-
ment at 0824-2225056,
9945758953 or
9113843070. The work-
shop offers an opportu-
nity to understand textile
export procedures and
explore wider market op-
portunities.

WORKSHOP: OCTOBER 22,
10 AM

Gruha Jyothi survey
deadline extended
until Oct 31

CHNEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPURA

The State Government
has extended the Gruha
Jyothi scheme survey
deadline until October 31,
offering consumers a final
opportunity to submit
their documents for verifi-
cation.

According to BESCOM
Executive Engineer
P.G. Ramesh Kumair,
16.09 lakh locked houses
and 28,519 vacant houses
were identified within
BESCOM's jurisdiction.
Consumers whose homes
were locked or vacant, or
who missed the survey,
can visit their nearest
BESCOM sub-division of-
fice in person and submit
the required documents
before the deadline, he
said in a press release.

SURVEY DEADLINE
OCTOBER 31

KSRTC extends
Dasara special tours
until Oct 25

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The KSRTC Mangaluru
Division has extended its
popular Mangaluru
Dasara package tours un-
til October 25 following
public demand. For the
past four years, the divi-
sion has operated special
tours from Mangaluru and
Udupi to temples and
tourist attractions during
Dasara, receiving a posi-
tive response. This year,
special tours are being
operated from various
units to local temples and
tourist destinations.
Package fares, excluding
meals and refreshments.

} AFSARI BEGUM
MOHAMMED ASLAM, Clo.
Mohammed Aslam, Resident
of No. 218, Ground Floor,
9th Cross, Khushal Nagar, K
G Halli, Bengaluru -560045,
have changed my name to
AFSARI BEGUM, vide af-

fidavit dated: 12.10.2026
before ~ notary ~ CHAN-
DRASHEKAR .M, Bengaluru.

I, HANUMANTHA alias
HANUMANTHAPPA S/o
DYAVANNA, R/o0 481, Pamp
House, Keri 5th Cross,
Shiralakoppa (Rural),
Shikaripur, Shimoga,
Karnataka-577428, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
HANUMANTHA.

'Election officials must ensure
fair and transparent polling

Officials were trained on preferential voting rules, ballot handling, secrecy
and the use of only the official pen, so that no ballot is invalidated.

CHNEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

Election Observer Dr. P.C.
Jaffer has instructed officials
assigned to the Karnataka
South-East Graduates’ Con-
stituency Legislative Council
election to perform their du-
ties with transparency, neu-
trality and responsibility.

He was speaking at a train-
ing programme for Presiding
Officers (PROs), Assistant
Presiding Officers (APROs)
and polling officials at Sir
M.V. Hall in the District Pan-
chayat office on Friday.

Jaffer stressed that every
stage, from polling to vote
counting, must follow Elec-
tion Commission guidelines.
He said officials must under-
stand the rules for the current
election regardless of their
previous experience. He urged
them to study official manuals

Of‘fICIaIS at the training programme for polllng staff in Chikkaballapura.

and carefully follow the in-
structions given by master
trainers to ensure free, fair
and transparent polling.

On the preferential voting
system, officials were told
that voters must mark candi-
dates in order of preference
using numbers such as 1, 2
and 3. Marking first prefer-
ence for more than one candi-
date or failing to follow pre-
scribed voting rules could in-

validate a ballot. Officials
were instructed to guide vot-
ers appropriately, handle bal-
lot papers carefully, maintain
secrecy and verify voter iden-
tities according to the rules.
Only the official pen supplied
by the Election Commission
must be used.

Deputy Commissioner G.
Prabhu said the training
would help officials gain the
knowledge needed to perform

their responsibilities correct-
ly. He directed them to follow
all election rules and guide-
lines without lapses. He also
announced that the distribu-
tion of election materials,
known as mustering, would
take place at the district head-
quarters on October 22. Offi-
cials must report on time,
collect and verify materials
using the checklist, and reach
their designated polling sta-
tions.

Master Trainer Shankar
Reddy explained the election
process, voting procedure and
duties of polling personnel.
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. Y. Naveen
Bhat, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Dr. N. Bhas-
kar, Sub-Divisional Officer
D.H. Ashwin and other elec-
tion officials attended the pro-
gramme.

Three convicted in ganja sale case, sentenced to one year injail

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

The Principal District and
Sessions Court in Raichur has
sentenced three accused to
one year of rigorous impris-
onment each and imposed a
fine of 325,000 on each for
possessing and selling ganja
in a public place. According
to the case details, Raichur
Rural Police received credible
information that three ac-
cused, including Umesh, were
selling ganja near the Man-
nalapur railway gate on the
Mannalapur—Raichur road.
Acting on the information,
police conducted a raid and
seized 1.08 kg of dried ganja,

514 grams of fresh ganja,
three mobile phones and X300
in cash from the accused.

A case was registered in
2024 at Raichur Rural Police
Station under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act.

The investigation was con-
ducted by Prakash Reddy
Dambal, who was then a Sub-
Inspector at the Rural Police
Station and is currently serv-
ing at Yeragera Police Sta-
tion. After completing the
investigation, he filed a
charge sheet against the ac-
cused. After examining the
evidence, Principal District
and Sessions Judge B.B. Ja-

At the Pr|nc|pal District and Sessmns Court inRaichur.

kati convicted the three ac-
cused under Section 20(b)(ii)
(B) of the NDPS Act, 1985,
and sentenced each to one
year of rigorous imprison-
ment along with a fine of
%25,000.

Complainant Raviraj and
ASI G. Srinivas, who partici-
pated in the raid, testified in

the case. Police personnel
Sugayya, Mallikarjun and
Mustafa assisted in producing
witnesses before the court.
Rural Circle Inspector N.R.
Ningappa supervised the case
proceedings, while Principal
Public Prosecutor K. Gopala
Rao represented the prosecu-
tion.

BJP leaders express
confidence in
Sankanur’s victory

BJP leaders and workers during the campaign for S V. Sankanur in Gadag.

CH NEWS, GADAG

Campaigning was held in
Wards 31 and 32 near the
twin Maruti temples in Gadag
in support of BJP candidate
S.V. Sankanur for the West
Graduates’ Constituency.

BJP OBC Morcha State
Secretary Sudheer Katigar
said Sankanur was known for
his simplicity, integrity and
developmental work during
his two terms.

Katigar said Sankanur had
consistently raised graduates’
concerns and drinking water
issues in the Legislative
Council. He appealed to grad-
uate voters to support Sank-
anur once again, stating that
his victory would strengthen
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s leadership.

Youth leader Shrikant
Bakale addressed educated
voters and said this was an
important opportunity to con-
tribute to national develop-
ment and India’s ambition of
becoming a ‘Vishwa Guru’.
He urged graduates to vote for
Sankanur and support Modi’s
vision.

Former City Municipal
Council President Prakash
Bakale launched the cam-
paign.

The campaign team later
visited graduates and other

Sankanur consistently
raised graduates’ concerns
and drinking water issues
in the Legislative Council

On the campaign
trail

House visits in Wards 31
and 32, near the twin
Maruti temples: City Post
Road, Killa Oni, Trikutesh-
wara Temple Road,
Gujjara Basti and the Joda
Maruti Temple area

voters in Wards 31 and 32,
including City Post Road,
Killa Oni, Trikuteshwara
Temple Road, Gujjara Basti
and areas near Joda Maruti
Temple, seeking support for
Sankanur.

Ward elder Buddanna Badi,
social activist Parashurama
Miskin, Ravi Chavhan,
Parashurama Badi, Shrikant
Habiba, Rajesh Khode, Gu-
runatha Habiba, Motilal Ji-
toori and Narayana Tikanada-
ra were present during the
campaign. The leaders ap-
pealed to eligible graduate
voters to participate in the
election and support the BJP
candidate.

Farmers allege violation of court order in vehicle seizure case

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Farmers affected by land ac-
quisition for the ninth canal of
the Upper Krishna Project
(UKP) have expressed out-
rage, alleging that officials of
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office failed to comply with a
court order to seize two gov-
ernment vehicles over non-
payment of compensation.

The farmers alleged that
they were made to wait out-
side the district administration
office at Yeklaspur from 10
am until evening, but the two
Toyota Innova vehicles were
not handed over for seizure.
Instead, office staff allegedly
drove the vehicles away, leav-
ing the farmers disappointed.
The Manvi Senior Civil Court
had ordered the seizure of two
Innova Crysta cars belonging
to the Deputy Commission-
er’s office in connection with
pending land acquisition com-
pensation cases.

Following the order, the af-
fected farmers arrived at the
office, accompanied by their
advocate, Umadevi Patil.
Court staff also reached the
spot to execute the order.

Initially, officials reported-
ly sought time to negotiate
with the farmers. The farm-
ers, however, insisted that
any request for additional
time be submitted in writing
rather than communicated
orally. Officials subsequently
sought time until the after-
noon. One of the affected
farmers, M. Prem Kumar, al-
leged that an Innova Crysta

Affected farmers at the district administration office in Yeklaspur.

4 crore

owed to four farmers in two
execution cases

car, which was ordered to be
seized, was parked in front of
the office. The Additional
Deputy Commissioner report-
edly travelled in a private ve-
hicle for lunch and returned
later. The farmers were al-
legedly told that the car
would be handed over in the
evening and were asked to
wait. However, the driver
subsequently drove the vehi-
cle away, Prem Kumar
claimed.

He further alleged that offi-
cials and staff, who had ini-
tially assured the farmers that
the vehicles would be handed
over to the court in their pres-
ence, later drove them away
at speed.

According to advocate
Umadevi Patil, the court or-
dered the seizure of the vehi-
cles in two separate execution
proceedings relating to unpaid
land acquisition compensa-
tion. Patil said four affected

A day of waiting

® 10AM
Farmers begin their wait

+ AFTERNOON
o

Officials seek more time

EVENING
Staff drive the cars away

farmers were entitled to a to-
tal compensation amount of
%4 crore across the two cases.
As part of the proceedings,
the court ordered the seizure
of the two vehicles and subse-
quently directed payment of
the outstanding compensation
in full. She accused the dis-
trict administration officials
and staff of misleading the
farmers and frustrating the
execution of the court’s order
by taking the vehicles away in
the evening. Condemning the
alleged incident, she said the
farmers, already facing hard-
ship, had been denied justice
despite approaching the court
for relief. Affected farmers
Vijayakumar Heera, Jayappa
Heera, Ayyappa Huda and
Shivakumar Huda were pres-
ent at the spot.

AYTH-FREE DONATION

Farmers must adopt drought measures during Rabi sowing

CH NEWS, GADAG

With insufficient rainfall this
year, farmers in Gadag district
have been advised to adopt
drought management mea-
sures during the Rabi sowing
season.

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture Chetana Patil urged farm-
ers to prioritise fodder crops
such as Rabi sorghum, which
can still be harvested as fod-
der if rainfall fails.

Farmers should soak sor-
ghum and safflower seeds
overnight and dry them in the
shade before sowing to im-
prove germination. Seed treat-
ment with Chlorpyrifos at 13
ml per kg and Carbendazim at
two grams per kg has also
been recommended.

For rain-fed chickpea culti-

vation, farmers can use im-
proved varieties such as Jaki-
9218 and BJD-111-1, sowing
20 kg per acre with one-foot
row spacing. Chickpea seeds
for one acre should be soaked
for eight hours in a 25 per
cent cow urine solution, pre-
pared using one part cow
urine and three parts water,
then shade-dried for seven
hours.

Seeds should subsequently
be treated with 250 grams of
Trichoderma, 500 grams of
Rhizobium and 500 grams of
phosphate-solubilising micro-
bial fertiliser.

Safflower and sorghum can
be intercropped with chickpea
in a row ratio of 4-6:2. Horse
gram can be grown alongside
cotton in masari soils and
with pigeon pea, groundnut,

Rabiinadryyear

B Fodder first: Rabi sorghum
canstill be harvested as
fodder if rain fails

B Chickpea: Jaki-9218 or
BJD-111-1, 20 kg an acre

B Advice: the nearest Raitha
Samparka Kendra

ragi or sorghum in red soil ar-
eas to obtain fodder.

At chickpea sowing, farm-
ers can apply 20 kg of DAP,
25 kg of 20:20:0:13 or 40 kg
of 10:26:26 per acre. Liquid
nutrients may be sprayed on
leaves later, depending on soil
moisture. Patil advised farm-
ers to contact their nearest
Raitha Samparka Kendra for
further guidance.

Karnataka offers incentives for simple mass marriages

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Department of Minority
Welfare has invited applica-
tions under a scheme promot-
ing simple marriages. Eligible
couples from Muslim, Chris-
tian, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist and
Parsi communities will re-
ceive 350,000 per couple for
mass marriages organised by
approved organisations.
Applicants must be Karna-
taka residents. Brides must be
aged 18-42 and grooms 21—
45, with their combined annu-
al income not exceeding 5
lakh. At least five couples
must participate in the cere-

mony. The benefit is available
once in a lifetime and only to
one person per family. Exist-
ing spouses make applicants
ineligible.

The incentive will be cred-
ited to the bride’s bank ac-
count, while organisers will
receive 35,000 per couple.
Organisers must apply seven
days before the event and
submit required documents
within three days after the
marriage.

Wedding photographs must
also be provided.

Applications can be submit-
ted online at dom.karnataka.
gov.in.

Simple marriages

for each couple

%50, 000

?5 Iakh

For details, contact the
District Minority Welfare
Office, Room SA-08, second
floor, District Administration
Building, Chikkaballapura, or
call 08156-277049.

Blood donatwn saves llves and promotes humanitarian values

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Blood donation is a noble
humanitarian service, as a
single donation can save
another person’s life, said
Hosadurga Taluk Health
Officer Dr. Raghavendra
Prasad.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a blood donation
camp organised by the Prima-
ry Health Centre at Ballala-
samudra in Hosadurga taluk
on Friday. He said the main
objective of the camp was to
create public awareness about

At the blood donation camp at the Primary Health Centre in Ballalasamudra,
Hosadurga taluk.

blood donation and improve
blood availability for patients
who need it.

Dr. Prasad explained that
blood donation is a safe med-
ical procedure for eligible in-

dividuals after proper medical
screening. He stressed the
need to spread scientific
awareness and dispel miscon-
ceptions that donating blood
poses a risk to the donor’s

A single donation
cansave another
person’s life

life.

He noted that blood is con-
stantly required for patients in
emergencies, including acci-
dent victims and women
during childbirth.

It is also essential for peo-
ple undergoing surgeries and
those suffering from various
illnesses. Therefore, voluntary

blood donation plays an im-
portant role in supporting
healthcare services and saving
lives.

Describing blood donation
as a symbol of humanity,
compassion and social re-
sponsibility, Dr. Prasad urged
eligible members of the public
to come forward and donate
blood voluntarily. He empha-
sised that greater awareness
and participation could help
ensure that patients receive
blood when they need it most.

The camp was attended by
Primary Health Centre Medi-

cal Officer Dr. Pooja, Field
Health Education Officer La-
lithamma, Senior Primary
Health Safety Officer Nirma-
la, Health Inspector Aleempa-
sha, ICTC Counsellor Palayya
and Dr. Prajwal from the Chi-
tradurga Blood Bank.

Laboratory technicians Vi-
jayalakshmi and Sandeep,
along with health centre staff,
Community Health Officers
and ASHA workers, also par-
ticipated in the programme,
supporting the effort to pro-
mote voluntary blood dona-
tion.
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Arya Vysya
Corporation
invites
applications
for schemes

CH NEWS, MANDYA

The Karnataka Arya
Vysya Community
Development Corporation
has invited applications
from eligible members of
the Arya Vysya commu-
nity to benefit from its
various schemes for
2026. The last date to
submit applications is
October 31. Interested
applicants must apply
online through the
Corporation’s official
website, kacdc karnataka.
gov.in, to avail themselves
of the scheme benefits.
According to a press
release issued by the
KACDC District Manager,
applicants seeking further
details can contact the
Corporation’s helpline at
9418451111 or the Mandya
District Office at
08232-231804.

Tumakuru
officials
celebrate

Dasara with
their children

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

The district’s Children’s
Dasara, organised as part
of the Dasara festival,
attracted an enthusiastic
response at the Junior
College grounds. The pro-
gramme aimed to famil-
jarise children with the
festival’s significance and
traditions through cultural
activities and
entertainment.

A major attraction was a
fashion show featuring
mothers and their chil-

dren. Deputy
Commissioner Shubha

Kalyan walked the ramp

with her daughter, while
Zilla Panchayat CEO
Ashwija and Tahsildar

Rajeshwari also partici-

pated with their children.

Their involvement earned

appreciation from
attendees.

Children with special
needs presented dance
performances, adding to

the celebrations and

making the event
memorable.

Power
supply to be
interrupted in
Mandya areas

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Power supply will be dis-
rupted in several areas on
October 17 due to urgent
maintenance work on the
F-07 Pura NJY power line
connected to the 66/11kV
Kolakaranadoddi Power
Distribution Station.
According to the Assistant
Executive Engineer of
Chamundeshwari
Electricity Supply
Corporation Limited’s
Kothathi Division, the
interruption will remain in
effect from 10 am to 6.30
pm. Affected areas include
T. Malligere, Thaggahalli,
Haluvadi,
Kammanayakanahalli,
Pura, Marasinganahalli,
Thimmanahosurvu,
Lokasara, Mangala,
Hebbakavadi,
Santekasalagere,
Haniyambadi,
Cheeranahalli and sur-
rounding localities.
Residents are advised to
plan accordingly.

High Court reopens Kharge
trust land allotment case

The High Court withdrew its earlier directions to a sessions court and chose to
rehear arguments, after having quashed proceedings under BNSS Section 223

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has recalled its August 18 or-
der in the case involving land
allotment to Siddhartha Viha-
ra Trust, associated with the
family of AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge.

The court decided to recon-
sider the matter following an
application filed by Rahul
Kharge. A bench headed by
Justice M. Nagaprasanna has
scheduled a rehearing for Oc-
tober 30.

The court had earlier
quashed proceedings initiated
under Section 223 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS). It had also
allowed the complainant to
correct a defect in the affida-
vit before a decision was tak-

en on the police investigation.
With the latest order, the court
has withdrawn its earlier di-
rections to the 82nd City Civ-
il and Sessions Court and de-
cided to hear arguments from
the opposing party again.
The case concerns allega-
tions that Siddhartha Vihara
Trust obtained a two-acre
civic amenity site in the sec-
ond block of BTM Fourth
Stage from the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority (BDA)
in 2014 for educational pur-
poses. It was further alleged
that five acres of land belong-
ing to the Karnataka Industri-
al Areas Development Board
(KIADB), near Bagalur, were
transferred to the same trust
about 10 years later, also cit-
ing educational purposes. The
combined value of the land

Y a

was estimated at more than
%240 crore.

A complaint was filed
against Mallikarjun Kharge,
Radhakrishna, Radhabai
Kharge, Rahul Kharge, Pri-
yank Kharge and M.B. Patil

3240 crore

the land’s combined value
was estimated at more than
this

over the allegations. The land
was subsequently returned.
However, the complainant al-
leged that no action followed
a complaint submitted to the
Lokayukta police.

Vijayaraghav Marathe, pres-
ident of Lanchamukta Karna-
taka Vedike, later filed a pri-
vate complaint in the matter.
The High Court’s decision to
recall its earlier order means
the case will be reconsidered.
The next hearing on October
30 is expected to focus on the
arguments of the parties in-
volved.

Minister reviews Kaveri Arati preparations

CH NEWS, MANDYA

District In-charge Minister
and Water Resources Minister
N. Chaluvarayaswamy in-
spected the final preparations
for the Kaveri Arati and cul-
tural programmes scheduled
for Friday evening at Brinda-
van Gardens near the historic
Krishnarajasagara (KRS) Dam
in Srirangapatna taluk.

The religious and cultural
event, organised by the Water
Resources Department, was to
be inaugurated by Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar in the
presence of other dignitaries.
The minister visited the venue
to review arrangements and
ensure the smooth conduct of
the programme.

During the inspection, Cha-
luvarayaswamy examined the
main stage, seating arrange-
ments for dignitaries and the
public, spectator galleries,
and entry and exit points. He
also reviewed drinking water
facilities and police security

arrangements, issuing neces-
sary instructions to officials to
address any shortcomings be-
fore the event.

The minister stressed that
government protocol must be
followed throughout the pro-
gramme. He directed police
personnel to behave courte-
ously and responsibly towards
visitors, particularly farmers
and members of the public

arriving to witness the cele-
brations. He emphasised that
every effort should be made
to ensure visitors face no in-
convenience.

Medical facilities and
viewing arrangements
reviewed
Chaluvarayaswamy instructed
officials to keep a medical
team and ambulances ready at

the venue to handle emergen-
cies. He underlined the need
for prompt assistance should
any health-related issue arise
during the gathering.

To help visitors watch the
programme clearly from dif-
ferent parts of Brindavan Gar-
dens, large LED screens have
been installed at strategic lo-
cations. The minister inspect-
ed the live broadcast arrange-
ments and reviewed the final
preparations.

He directed the concerned
departments to coordinate
closely and ensure that all
facilities were ready before
the programme began. The
arrangements are intended to
provide visitors with a safe
and comfortable experience
while allowing them to wit-
ness the Kaveri Arati and cul-
tural performances.

The inspection focused on
crowd management, security,
public convenience and emer-
gency preparedness ahead of
the evening’s celebrations.

Railways announce special trains for Hasanamba festival devotees

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

South Western Railway has
announced two special train
services to Hassan to help
devotees attend the Hasanam-
ba Darshanotsava 2026.

The trains will operate from
October 29 to November 11
to manage the expected pas-
senger rush during the annual
festival dedicated to Goddess
Hasanambea.

The KSR Bengaluru—Has-
san special train, numbered
06573, will depart Bengaluru
at 7.30 am and reach Hassan
at 11.30 am. It will stop at
Yesvantpur, Nelamangala,
Kunigal, Yediyuru, B.G.
Nagar, Shravanabelagola and
Channarayapatna. The return
service, numbered 06574, will
leave Hassan at 3.15 pm and

reach KSR Bengaluru at 7
pm. The train will have 21
coaches, including AC, sleep-
er and general-class compart-
ments.

The second service is an
unreserved MEMU train be-
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Hasanamba specials

06573 BENGALURU-HASSAN 06574 HASSAN—-BENGALURU
7.30am-11.30am 3.15pm~-=7pm

06291 ARSIKERE—-HASSAN 06292 HASSAN-ARSIKERE
11.30am=-12.30 pm 12.45pm=-2pm

tween Arsikere and Hassan.
Train number 06291 will de-
part Arsikere at 11.30 am and
arrive in Hassan at 12.30 pm,
stopping at Habbanaghatta
and Bageshapura. The return
train, numbered 06292, will
leave Hassan at 12.45 pm and
reach Arsikere at 2 pm. This
service will operate every day
except Sundays during the an-
nounced period, with eight
MEMU coaches.

The special services aim to
provide convenient travel for
devotees arriving from Ben-

galuru, Arsikere and nearby
areas. More than 23 lakh dev-
otees visited the shrine last
year, and a substantial turnout
is expected again this year.

Passengers are advised to
plan their journeys and book
tickets in advance where ap-
plicable. They can verify train
timings, stops and ticket avail-
ability through official Indian
Railways enquiry services or
IRCTC. The additional ser-
vices are expected to ease
travel during the festival peri-
od.

Srirangapatna marathon promotes ﬁtness

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Pandavapura Sub-Divisional
Officer Srinivas urged the
public, particularly students
and young people, to partici-
pate actively in Dasara cultur-
al programmes and sporting
events to improve their phys-
ical and mental well-being.

Speaking after flagging off
the Quit India Marathon at
Srirangapatna Taluk Stadium,
organised by the Department
of Youth Empowerment and
Sports as part of Srirangapat-
na Dasara, he said the festival
promotes sports, literature,
entertainment and arts along-
side cultural celebrations. He
encouraged families to attend
the events during the Dasara
holidays.

Srinivas said cultural pro-
grammes were being held
daily at 6 pm at the stadium
near the Ranganathaswamy
Temple. He also mentioned
the Kaveri Arati at KRS,
scheduled to be attended by
the Chief Minister, and said

free bus services had been ar-
ranged to help people from
rural areas participate.

He stressed that academic
achievements alone were not
enough for success and that
regular exercise, healthy food
and participation in sports
were equally important. Dr.
Bettaswamy from the District
Health and Family Welfare
Department highlighted the
importance of physical health
and mental strength, encour-
aging participants to maintain
healthy lifestyles and inspire
others.

Five-kilometre
marathon attracts
participants across age
groups

Assistant Director of Youth
Empowerment and Sports
Manujashree said the Sports
and Yoga Dasara Committee
organised a five-kilometre
marathon on Friday as part of
Srirangapatna Dasara 2026.
The event was jointly organ-
ised by the district administra-

5km

from the Taluk age categories each for | cultural programmes
Stadium to the foot of men and women every day
Karighatta

tion, Zilla Panchayat and the
department.

The marathon began at Sri-
rangapatna Taluk Stadium and
concluded at the foothills of
Karighatta Hill. Men and
women competed separately
in three age categories: below
20, 20-50 and above 50 years.
Cash prizes were announced
for first, second and third-
place winners in each catego-

ry, while other participants
would receive plaques and
mementos.

Dr. Kumar, AIDS Control
Officer, and Nagabhushan,
Superintendent of the Sports
Department, attended the
event. The organisers empha-
sised that sports help improve
fitness, confidence and men-
tal resilience among people of
all ages.

Gadag grain market faces
growing threat from
building damage
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CH NEWS, GADAG

The historic Grain Market in
Gadag city, a busy commer-
cial centre visited daily by
thousands of people, is report-
edly in a dangerous condition,
raising concerns about the
safety of traders, farmers and
customers.

Built in 1955, the 71-year-
old building urgently needs
repairs or reconstruction.

The market has long sup-
ported commercial activities
in the Gadag-Betageri twin
cities, providing livelihoods
for hundreds of small and
medium traders. However,
cracked walls, damaged con-
crete slabs and exposed, rust-
ing reinforcement bars have
raised serious concerns about
the building’s structural con-
dition. Traders fear that dete-
riorating portions of the roof
could fall and injure people.

Even during light rainfall,
water reportedly leaks through
the roof, while pieces of con-
crete sometimes fall from the
structure. These conditions
have increased anxiety among
traders who spend long hours
at their shops and customers
who visit to purchase grocer-
ies, flowers, fruits and coco-
nuts.

The lack of basic facilities
has added to the difficulties.
Women customers, farmers
and traders face inconve-
nience because of inadequate
public toilet facilities. Poor
garbage disposal has also re-

‘ We pay rent to the

municipality every
month. But thereis no
safety here. We are always
afraid that the roof will
collapse on our heads
while we are doing busi-
ness.”

— Bhashasaba Mallasamudra,
social activist

portedly left parts of the mar-
ket unhygienic, raising con-
cerns about foul smells and
possible health risks.

Although the Gadag-Betag-
eri Municipal Council and
Urban Development Authori-
ty are preparing plans for the
city’s overall development,
residents have expressed con-
cern over the apparent neglect
of the old market. They ques-
tion whether action will be
taken only after a serious ac-
cident occurs.

Residents and traders have
urged the district administra-
tion, municipal council and
elected representatives to pri-
oritise the market’s renova-
tion. Their demands include
constructing a safe, modern
market complex at the exist-
ing location, providing public
toilets and clean drinking wa-
ter, and improving waste
management.

They have also called for
temporary alternative trading
spaces so that merchants can
continue their livelihoods
safely while permanent con-
struction is undertaken.

Hassan DC and SP promote harmony
at Hasanamba Temple

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Deputy Commissioner Latha
Kumari and Superintendent of
Police Shubhanvita visited the
Hasanamba Temple together,
signalling improved relations
following a recent controver-
sy between the two senior of-
ficials.

The officers visited the tem-
ple ahead of the Hasanamba
Darshanotsava and offered
prayers to the goddess. During
the visit, Latha Kumari
briefed Shubhanvita on the
arrangements made for the
festival. In a notable moment,
the SP handed money to the
DC to place as an offering on
the Mangalarathi tray.

The two officers were also
seen shaking hands and ex-
changing pleasantries near the
temple. They later shared a
warm embrace, drawing atten-
tion from those present. Their
joint appearance was viewed
as a message of harmony and
cooperation amid recent de-
velopments surrounding their
differences.

Dispute over Ganapati
idol immersion

The controversy began after
Deputy Commissioner Latha
Kumari issued a notice to SP
Shubhanvita concerning the
immersion of a Ganapati idol.
The matter triggered a protest

Their joint appearance was
viewed as a message of
harmony and cooperation

by the Janata Dal (Secular),
with the disagreement be-
tween the officials subse-
quently attracting wider at-
tention.

As tensions surrounding the
issue grew, the Chief Secre-
tary to the Karnataka govern-
ment convened a meeting with
both officers in the presence
of Minister K.M. Shivalinge
Gowda. During the meeting,
the Chief Secretary stressed
the importance of coordina-
tion and instructed the offi-
cials to work together.

Their visit to the Hasanam-
ba Temple comes against this
backdrop. By offering prayers
together and interacting cor-
dially, the DC and SP ap-
peared to demonstrate a will-
ingness to maintain coopera-
tion in their official responsi-
bilities.

The joint visit has attracted
attention ahead of the festival,
with their public interaction
presenting a more conciliato-
ry picture after the recent dis-
pute. Both officials’ coordina-
tion remains important for the
smooth conduct of festival
arrangements and district ad-
ministration.

B.Tech student dies after falling
from hostel building

CH NEWS, DODDABALLAPURA

A 20-year-old B.Tech student
died after falling from the
sixth floor of a hostel building
on a private university cam-
pus near Nagadenahalli in
Doddaballapura taluk late
Thursday night.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Varshitha, a native of
Andhra Pradesh who was pur-
suing her third year of B.Tech
at the university.

Although suicide is sus-
pected, the exact circum-
stances surrounding her death
remain unclear. After receiv-
ing information about the

incident, local police visited
the spot and began an investi-
gation.

The student’s body has been
sent for a post-mortem exam-
ination to determine the cause
of death. Police are investigat-
ing the incident from various
angles, and her family has
been informed.

Rural Police Inspector Dr.
M.B. Naveen Kumar stated
that the exact cause of death
would be established after ex-
amining the post-mortem re-
port and completing the in-
vestigation. Further details are
awaited as the police continue
their inquiry into the incident.
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Gadag-Betageri
announces water
supply for Oct 17

CH NEWS, GADAG

Water will be supplied to
several areas of Gadag-
Betageri on October 17,
2026, according to a noti-
fication issued by the City
Municipal Council
Commissioner. The areas
include Vaddarageri,
Neelammathayi Matha
Crosses, EWS, Dasara
Oni, Shikkalagara Oni,
Bhajantri Oni,
Shivajinagara Part-3,
Rangappajjana Matha,
Gangimadi Lidkar Layout,
S.M. Krishna Nagar,
Welfare Township,
Kushtagi Chawl, Manvi
Chawl, Gauliyavara Oni,
Ramadevara Gudi Line,
Industrial Area, KHDC
Nekara Colony and Kashi
Vishwanatha Nagar.
Residents have been
requested to cooperate
with the municipal coun-
cil if technical issues dis-
rupt the water supply.

Chitradurga
invites
Rajyotsava
honour entries

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The Chitradurga District
Administration has invited
applications from achiev-

ers for felicitation during

Kannada Rajyotsava cel-
ebrations on November 1.

Individuals with notable

achievements in sports,
agriculture, social service,

education, literature,
music, theatre, folklore,

media, photography,
medicine and research

are eligible to apply.

Applicants must submit

their biodata and sup-

porting documents by 5

pm on October 27 to Dr.

B.M. Gurunath, Assistant

Director, Department of
Kannada and Culture, T.R.

Su. Rangamandira,
Chitradurga, during office
hours. Dr. K.J. Kantaraj,
Sub-Divisional Officer
and selection committee
chairperson, announced
the details.

Gajendragad
invites
objections to
road grid plan

CH NEWS, GADAG

The GIS-based Road
Network Grid Plan for the
Gajendragad Town
Planning Authority area
has received provisional
approval under the
Karnataka Town and
Country Planning Act,
1961. The plan is available
for public inspection at
the Gajendragad
Municipal Office.
Residents and others
affected by the proposal
can submit suggestions,
inputs or objections to the
concerned office within
60 days from the date the
notice is published in the
newspaper.

Bommai demands serious probe
into sting operation

Bommai urged a thorough investigation into unverified allegations and
fake social media news, stressing that statements alone solve nothing

CH NEWS, GADAG

Former Chief Minister and
MP Basavaraj Bommai has
urged the government to con-
duct a serious investigation
into the alleged sting opera-
tion, warning that failure to
establish the facts could raise

Making statements
without pursuing the
investigation would
not resolve the matter

questions about Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar.

Speaking to the media in
Gadag, Bommai said the issue
required a thorough probe,
particularly because the Chief
Minister had raised it public-
ly.

Bommai said making state-
ments without pursuing the
investigation would not re-
solve the matter. He ques-
tioned how the Chief Minis-
ter’s cabinet colleagues would
be affected if the allegations
remained uninvestigated. He
also called for an investiga-

tion into the creation and cir-
culation of alleged fake news
through YouTube and other
social media platforms. He
urged media organisations
and journalists to report veri-
fied information rather than
circulate baseless claims.

Criticism of Congress
government

Bommai accused the Congress
government of creating politi-
cal unrest in Karnataka. He
said serious allegations must
be investigated properly and

those found guilty should face
legal action. He criticised in-
vestigations that begin but fail
to reach a conclusion, stress-
ing the need for accountability
under the law.

SCreservation issue

On the cancellation of the in-
creased Scheduled Caste res-
ervation in Karnataka, Bom-
mai expressed confidence that
justice could be secured
through proper arguments be-
fore the Supreme Court. He
cited reservation levels in

Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand, and referred to the
constitutional amendment
providing 10 per cent reserva-
tion for economically weaker
sections. He said Karnataka
had increased reservation
based on the Nagamohan Das
report but alleged that the
state government had failed to
present adequate arguments
before the High Court.

Remarks on Congress
Responding to the Congress
protest over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR),
Bommai alleged that the party
was blaming the Election
Commission and electronic
voting machines out of frus-
tration over electoral defeats.
He said constitutional institu-
tions and court decisions
should be respected.

On AICC president Mal-
likarjun Kharge’s remarks
comparing the Congress and
the CJP, Bommai said the
Congress had fallen to the
CJP’s level and agreed with
Kharge’s statement.

Narayanaswamy seeks full inquiry into alleged CD conspiracy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Legislative Council Opposi-
tion Leader Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy has demand-
ed a comprehensive investiga-
tion into the alleged CD con-
spiracy in Karnataka, accus-
ing the ruling Congress of
targeting its own members.
Speaking to reporters on
Friday, he said the people be-
hind the alleged operation
and their intended targets
must be identified. He also
referred to Union Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy’s state-
ments on the issue and called
for the truth to emerge.
Narayanaswamy questioned
the state government’s oppo-
sition to a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probe into
alleged Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC) re-
cruitment irregularities. He
referred to the High Court’s
order on forming an SIT and
questioned why the govern-
ment approached the Supreme

Court regarding officer Alok
Kumar. He alleged that at-
tempts were being made to
prevent the truth from emerg-
ing, while demanding trans-
parency in the investigation.

Allegations of
conspiracy

The BJP leader also alleged
that forces were attempting to
create instability in the coun-
try through the so-called
Cockroach Janata Party. He
questioned whether the Con-
gress had any connection with
those involved and demanded
an investigation into the
group’s activities, funding and
alleged links. He called for
strict legal action against any-
one found guilty of anti-na-
tional activities and contro-
versially demanded that Ra-
hul Gandhi be jailed.

SC/ST reservation
issue

Narayanaswamy also raised
concerns about reservations

for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in Karnata-
ka. He sought clarification on
whether the government had
accepted the report submitted
by Madhusudan Nayak, chair-
man of the Commission for
Backward Classes. He argued
that reservations should reflect
the communities’ population
and criticised the govern-
ment’s handling of the legal
proceedings concerning reser-
vation and internal sub-cate-

Highlights

— Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
demands comprehensive CD
conspiracy probe

— Leader questions govern-
ment opposition to KPSC SIT

— BJP leader demands Rahul
Gandhi be imprisoned

— State government criticised
over SC/ST reservation
stance

gorisation.

He urged the state govern-
ment to approach the Su-
preme Court immediately and
present strong arguments to
protect the interests of SC/ST
communities. He warned that
failure to secure justice would
invite criticism of the Con-
gress government over its
commitment to Dalit welfare.
His remarks were issued
through a press release by
BJP Karnataka state media
convener Karunakara Kha-
sale.

Halebeedu villagers demand
action against absent CHO

CH NEWS, HALEBEEDU

Residents of Halebeedu are
facing difficulties due to the
alleged absence of Commu-
nity Health Officer (CHO)
Manjula from the village’s
Primary Health Sub-Centre
during scheduled working
hours.

Villagers claim that the cen-
tre remains locked, preventing
people from accessing essen-
tial healthcare services.

Pregnant women, new moth-
ers, children and elderly resi-
dents are reportedly among
those affected. A complaint was
submitted to Dr. Keshavamur-
thy, Health Officer at Geresana-
halli, but villagers allege that no
action has been taken. Appeals
made by the Gram Panchayat to
the Taluk Health Officers have
also reportedly failed to resolve
the issue.

The matter has now been
brought to the attention of the

Residents would
organise a protest if the
authorities failed to act

within two days

Satya MAS Foundation. Speak-
ing about the issue, Satyappa
urged the Taluk Health Officers
to take immediate and appropri-
ate action against Manjula over
the alleged dereliction of duty.

Satyappa said the health
sub-centre must function
properly to ensure villagers
receive timely medical assis-
tance.

Goddess Sharada adorned as
Vaishnavi for Navratri at Sringeri

CH NEWS, CHIKKAMAGALURU

Goddess Sharada was deco-
rated in the Garudavahana
(Vaishnavi) alankara as part
of Navratri at the Sharada
Mutt in Sringeri.

Recitations of the Rigveda,
Yajurveda, Samaveda and
Atharvaveda, the Madhaviya
Shankara Digvijaya, Prasthan-
atraya Bhashya parayana,
Mahavidya and Durga Sap-
tashati parayana, along with
Surya Namaskar, Bhuvanesh-
wari Japa, Durga Japa, and
Kumari and Suvasini Puja,
were performed at the mutt.
The school entrance ceremony
was held on the occasion of
the Shatachandika Yaga.
Senior pontiff Bharathi Tirtha
Swamiji and Vidhushekhara
Bharathi Swamiji offered spe-
cial puja to Sharada.

Devotees from Dharekoppa
Gram Panchayat took part in
the street festival at 6 pm. In

R o]
Goddess Sharada in the Garudavahana

(Vaishnavi) alankara at the Sharada
Mutt, Sringeri

the evening, a cultural pro-
gramme was held within the
mutt’s precincts. Vidhushekha-
ra Bharathi Swamiji took part
in the festival wearing a
crown, royal amulet and orna-
ments, as per the mutt’s tradi-
tion. The festival idol of Sha-
rada was placed in a golden
chariot, and three rounds of
the procession were taken in
the inner courtyard to the
chanting of the Vedas and the
sound of musical instruments.

KWIN City

plot allotments

must begin by March

ALLOTMENTS BY

MARCH

NEXT YEAR

5,000

acres in the project

¥50,000

crore investment goal

15

days between progress
reports

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Large and Medium Industries
Minister M.B. Patil has direct-
ed officials to accelerate work
on the State Government’s
KWIN City project, setting a
target for significant progress
and plot allotments by Febru-
ary—March next year.

He instructed the Karnataka
Industrial Areas Development
Board (KIADB) to complete
essential works on a war foot-
ing, operate round the clock
and submit progress reports
every 15 days.

Patil chaired a review meet-
ing with officials at Khanija
Bhavan in Bengaluru on Fri-
day. He said the Industries
Department must form a ded-
icated team to ensure timely
implementation, with mem-
bers working directly from
the project site. Issues related
to land acquisition, access
roads, drainage and other in-
frastructure must be resolved
immediately, he said.

The 5,000-acre project is
expected to attract global
companies, universities, law
schools, the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), research or-
ganisations, hospitals, innova-
tion centres and start-ups.
Patil stressed that the facili-
ties must meet global stan-
dards and called for close
coordination with the agency
responsible for designing the
project.

He said investors must re-
ceive quality accommodation,
a common facility centre,
sports complex, access roads,
parks, electricity connections
and other essential infrastruc-
ture. An additional Chief
Engineer’s post could be cre-
ated if required to speed up
the work. KIADB must also
accommodate different inves-
tor needs, including self-built
facilities, build-to-suit build-
ings and agreements with
construction companies be-
fore applications are submit-
ted.

Patil set a target of achiev-
ing maximum possible prog-
ress within five months and
urged officials to explain
KWIN City’s advantages
clearly to investors. He
warned that delays could push
investors towards other desti-
nations and called for plot
allotments without unneces-
sary waiting. He also directed
officials to begin the second
phase at the earliest and work
collectively to attract invest-
ments worth 250,000 crore.

Industries Department Prin-
cipal Secretary Selvakumar,
Commissioner Khushboo
Goyal, Technical Adviser Ar-
avind Galagali, KIADB Chief
Executive Officer Govinda
Reddy, Special Deputy Com-
missioner Raghunandan and
Chief Engineer Veer-
abhadraiah attended the meet-
ing.

Lokayukta police arrest VA for
accepting bribe via Google Pay

CH NEWS, UDUPI

The Lokayukta police arrested
a Village Accountant (VA) of
the Kundapur taluk office on
Thursday evening for allegedly
accepting a bribe of Rs 5,000
to issue a no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC) for the construc-
tion of a homestay in Kandlur.

The arrested official has
been identified as S. Harish.
He was apprehended while on
duty at his office.

Based on a complaint filed
by Suresh Naik, the Lokayukta
police registered a case and
initiated an investigation.

According to the complaint,
Harish demanded a bribe of Rs
5,000 to issue the NOC and
instructed the complainant to
transfer the amount via Google
Pay. Naik complied and trans-
ferred the funds. The police
verified the transaction record
and an audio recording of the
phone conversation in which
the bribe was demanded before
carrying out the arrest.

The operation was conduct-
ed under the guidance of Lo-
kayukta Mangaluru division
Superintendent of Police (SP)
B.P. Dinesh Kumar and Udupi
DySP Halamurthy Rao.

Religious leaders to unite
against alcohol and drugs

The Karnataka State Temper-
ance Board and Sri Murughara-
jendra Brihanmatha are jointly
organising a state-level
convention of religious leaders
to create awareness against
alcohol and drug abuse.

The programme will be held
on Sunday, October 18, at 10 am
at Anubhava Mantapa in Sri
Murugharajendra Matha,

Chitradurga. The convention is
being organised under the
guidance of Sri Dr. Pandi-
taradhya Shivacharya Swamiji
of the Sri Taralabalu Sanehalli
branch monastery.

Around 150 to 200 religious
leaders from across Karnataka,
along with Gandhian thinkers
and litterateurs, are expected to
participate in the event.

Heavy rain leaves Manjunatha Layout underwater
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RAHUL GANDHTI’S POLITICAL
JOURNEY: ASSESSING
PROTESTS, YATRAS AND
POLITICAL IMPACT

ManjunathG.Y.

Lok Sabha win from Amethi in 2004, reached a signifi-

cant milestone in 2024 with his appointment as Leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha. The period has been marked
by organizational roles, electoral defeats, issue-based campaigns
and two nationwide foot marches.

Gandhi first entered Parliament in 2004 from Uttar Pradesh’s
Amethi constituency. In 2007, he was appointed General Sec-
retary of the Congress party and took charge of its youth wings,
the Youth Congress and the National Students’ Union of India.
His early focus was on bringing youth into politics, strengthen-
ing internal organizational elections and building a new leader-
ship pipeline.

The central question in assessing this journey is how to mea-
sure political struggle not just by the number of protests, but by
participation, policy impact, organizational strengthening and
electoral outcomes.

Rahul Gandhi’s political career, which began with his first

Land and Farmer Issues
Three major farmer-related interventions define this period.

The first was the Bhatta Parsaul agitation in 2011. In Gautam
Budh Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh, farmers were protesting
land acquisition and inadequate compensation. Gandhi visited
the villages, met affected families and raised the issue in public
forums. The episode brought the debate on land acquisition and
farmers’ rights into national focus. In 2013, Parliament passed
a new law — the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency
in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act.
While the agitation contributed to the larger national conversa-
tion, the law was the outcome of a long legislative process in-
volving multiple stakeholders and cannot be attributed to a
single protest.

The second was the Mandsaur incident in 2017. After five
farmers died in police firing during a protest in Madhya
Pradesh, Gandhi attempted to visit Mandsaur to meet the fam-
ilies. He was stopped by the administration at the border. The
incident again brought farm distress and minimum support pric-
es to the centre of political debate, though there is no compre-
hensive evidence that all demands raised at that time were sub-
sequently fulfilled.

The third and largest was the movement against the three
farm laws between 2020 and 2021. The Centre had introduced
three agriculture-related laws, which were opposed by several
farmer unions, particularly from Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. The unions staged a year-long protest at Delhi’s bor-
ders. Gandhi and other opposition leaders supported the demand
for withdrawal. On November 19, 2021, the Central Govern-
ment announced its decision to repeal the laws. The repeal is
considered a major policy outcome of the farmers’ movement.
However, analysts note that credit for the outcome rests primar-
ily with the sustained agitation by farmer organizations, com-
bined with political and legal developments, rather than any
single political leader.

The Yatra Phase: An Attempt at Mass Connect

The Bharat Jodo Yatra from September 2022 to January 2023
marked a distinct phase in Gandhi’s politics. Covering approx-
imately 3,570 kilometres on foot from Kanyakumari to Kash-
mir, the Yatra passed through 12 states and two Union Territo-
ries, according to Congress party data. Its stated objectives were
to raise issues of unemployment, price rise, economic inequal-
ity, social justice and constitutional values, and to engage di-
rectly with citizens, civil society groups and small businesses
along the route. There is no independent, verified database that
provides the total count of unique participants in the Yatra.
Crowd estimates reported on different days in different loca-
tions cannot be aggregated to arrive at a total participation fig-
ure. Similarly, claims about the total number of people mobi-
lized require standardized methodology and independent veri-
fication. In early 2024, a second foot march — the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra — was held from Manipur to Mumbai. Both yatras
served as a national outreach platform for the party and helped
shape Gandhi’s public image as a leader undertaking direct pub-
lic engagement.

Electoral Impact: What Numbers Show

The electoral effect of mass contact programmes can be as-
sessed through Lok Sabha results. In the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Congress won 52 seats. In the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the party won 99 seats, an increase of 47 seats. This is a
significant recovery for the party and enabled it to claim the
Leader of Opposition post after a gap of 10 years. However,
attributing this increase solely to the Yatras would be an over-
simplification. Election outcomes are influenced by multiple
factors including alliance arithmetic, candidate selection,
state-level political conditions, local leadership, campaign is-
sues and anti-incumbency. A more precise analysis would re-
quire mapping the Lok Sabha constituencies that fell on the
Yatra route, comparing Congress and allied parties’ vote shares
in those seats in 2019 versus 2024, and isolating other variables.
Correlation in geography alone does not establish causation.

Recent Focus: Electoral Rolls and Transparency

In 2025-26, Gandhi and other opposition leaders have raised
questions about voter list revision and electoral transparency.
Such questions are central to democratic accountability.

‘ Ultimately, in a democracy, the verdict on any

political struggle is given by the people not only
through words and protests, but through lasting policy
impact, organizational resilience and trust built over
time.”

— Manjunath G.Y.

Allegations regarding irregularities in voter rolls must be ex-
amined against official responses from the Election Commis-
sion of India, published electoral rolls, and orders from compe-
tent courts. The fact that a protest or press conference has been
held does not by itself prove an allegation, nor should the rais-
ing of such questions be dismissed without examination. In a
democracy, both the right to question and the responsibility to
provide evidence-based answers are essential.

Measuring the Struggle

A comprehensive evaluation of this political career cannot rely
on slogans or crowd size alone. It must examine four dimen-
sions: what policy shifted, who received relief or justice, how
the party organization was strengthened, and how public con-
fidence evolved over time. Gandhi’s journey includes sustained
interventions on farmer issues, a major nationwide mobilization
effort through two yatras, and a measurable electoral improve-
ment for the Congress between 2019 and 2024. At the same
time, there is no authenticated, comprehensive record that al-
lows for a definitive count of total protests held or total unique
participants mobilized over these years.

DURGA PUJO IN BENGALURU: CELEBRATING
BENGALI HERITAGE, COMMUNITY AND THE
SPIRIT OF TOGETHERNESS

Dr. JaiKishon
Goswami

very autumn, Bengaluru
Ecomes alive with a vi-

brant celebration of de-
votion, culture, and commu-
nity as Bengali associations
across the city gather for
Durga Pujo. Amid the fast-
paced rhythm of India’s tech-
nology capital, the festival
offers Bengali families a fa-
miliar cultural home and in-
vites people from diverse lin-
guistic and regional back-
grounds to experience the
richness of Bengali traditions.

Durga Pujo, dedicated to
Goddess Durga, is one of the
most significant festivals in
Bengali culture. It commem-
orates the victory of good
over evil and celebrates God-
dess Durga’s triumph over the
demon Mahishasura. Beyond
its religious significance, the
festival embodies unity, cre-
ativity, hospitality, and collec-
tive participation. For Benga-
lis living away from their an-
cestral homes, it also offers an
emotional connection to their
roots, memories, and cultural
identity.

Over the years, Bengaluru
has developed a vibrant Ben-
gali cultural presence, sup-
ported by professionals, stu-
dents, entrepreneurs and fam-
ilies who have made the city
their home. In Bengaluru,
150-200 Bengali communities
have lived for decades, and
they come alive during the
festive season. Durga Pujo
gives these communities a
chance to reconnect, renew
friendships, and celebrate
their shared heritage. Com-
munity associations and cul-
tural organisations organise
celebrations across neigh-
bourhoods, transforming des-
ignated venues into lively
spaces of worship and festiv-
ity. In Bengaluru, the Ben-
galee Association at Ulsoor,

BARSHA Bengali Associa-
tion at HSR Layout, Sarathi
Socio-Cultural Trust at Kora-
mangala, Jayamahal Sarbaja-
nin Durga Puja at Jayamahal,
Oikotan Hebbal Cultural So-
ciety at Hebbal, and Electron-
ic City Cultural Association at
Hosur are some of the promi-
nent Bengali associations that
celebrate puja with grand en-
deavour. Elaborately decorat-
ed pandals, artistic installa-
tions and beautifully adorned
idols of Goddess Durga be-
come the centrepieces of
these celebrations. The air
fills with the sound of the
Dhak, a traditional Bengali
drum, devotional chants, and
the joyful conversations of
people gathering to celebrate.

For many Bengali families,
visiting the Pujo pandals is an
annual tradition passed down
from one generation to the
next. Children experience the
festival’s customs and stories,
while older community mem-
bers preserve practices that
have shaped Bengali cultural
life for centuries. The celebra-
tions extend beyond religious
ceremonies to include a wide
range of cultural activities.
The five principal days of
Durga Pujo — Shashthi, Sapt-
ami, Ashtami, Navami, and
Dashami — each have distinct
rituals and traditions. One of
the most significant occasions
is Maha Ashtami, marked by
special prayers and the offer-
ing of Pushpanjali — floral
offerings to the goddess. The
traditional Dhunuchi Naach,
performed with incense burn-
ers to the rhythm of drums,
adds to the festive atmo-
sphere. On Dashami, the final
day of the celebrations, devo-
tees participate in Sindoor
Khela, a traditional ritual in
which married women apply
vermilion to the goddess and
to one another, symbolising
auspiciousness and the conti-
nuity of familial bonds.

Food is another essential
part of the celebration. Tradi-
tional Bengali delicacies,

including khichuri, labra, lu-
chi, alur dum, sweets, and a
variety of festive snacks,
bring people together at
shared tables. Community
meals, commonly known as
Bhog, embody the spirit of
collective participation and
hospitality. Cultural pro-
grammes featuring Rabindra
Sangeet, Bengali folk music,
dance, recitations, theatre, and
contemporary performances
provide artists and communi-
ty members with platforms to
express their creativity. These
programmes also introduce
younger generations and
non-Bengali visitors to Ben-
gal’s literary, musical, and
artistic traditions.

Although Durga Pujo has
its roots in Bengali religious
and cultural traditions, its ap-
peal extends far beyond the
Bengali community. Bengal-
uru’s multicultural character
makes the festival an inclu-
sive public celebration, draw-
ing visitors from diverse lin-
guistic, religious and regional
backgrounds. For many
non-Bengali residents, visit-
ing a Durga Pujo pandal of-
fers a chance to explore Ben-
gali cuisine, admire the crafts-
manship of the idols and pan-
dal decorations, and partici-
pate in the city’s broader fes-
tive life. Such interactions
foster cultural exchange and

strengthen the sense of be-
longing that defines Bengalu-
ru’s cosmopolitan identity.
The festival also shows how
cultural traditions adapt to ur-
ban environments. People
who have migrated to Benga-
luru for education or employ-
ment recreate familiar festive
experiences while incorporat-
ing local influences. In this
way, Durga Pujo becomes
both a celebration of heritage
and an expression of urban
communities’ evolving iden-
tities.

Organising Durga Pujo in a
metropolitan city demands
considerable collective effort.
Volunteers, artists, priests,
event coordinators, local busi-
nesses, and community mem-
bers contribute to planning
and executing the festivities.
Their work underscores the
importance of community
participation in sustaining
cultural traditions. At the
same time, contemporary cel-
ebrations increasingly engage
with digital communication.
Social media platforms, on-
line announcements, and pho-
tographs and videos help as-
sociations publicise pro-
grammes, connect with com-
munity members, and docu-
ment celebrations for future
generations. These digital
practices extend the festival’s
reach beyond physical pan-

dals, allowing people who
cannot attend in person to
stay connected. Environmen-
tal responsibility is another
important consideration for
contemporary celebrations.
Using sustainable decorative
materials, responsible waste
management, and environ-
mentally conscious practices
can help preserve the festive
spirit while reducing the city’s
impact.

For Bengalis living in Ben-
galuru, Durga Pujo is often
more than an annual festival.
It is a reunion with friends, a
family gathering, and a re-
minder of home. The familiar
sounds of the Dhak, the aro-
ma of festive food, the sight
of the goddess, and the excite-
ment of cultural programmes
evoke memories of celebra-

‘ Ultimately, the

celebration reminds
us that cultureis not
confined to geography: it
lives through the people
who practise, preserve and
shareit.”

— Dr. Jai Kishon Goswami

tions in Kolkata and across
Bengal. The festival also of-
fers younger generations
growing up outside Bengal
opportunities to understand
their cultural inheritance.

DR. VIJAY GARG

engue has emerged as
one of the most
important mosqui-

to-borne diseases affecting
millions of people across trop-
ical and subtropical regions.
Every year, outbreaks place a
considerable burden on fami-
lies, hospitals and pub-
lic-health systems. High fever,
severe headache, body pain,

VACCINATION AGAINST DENGUE: A NEW
SCIENTIFIC TURNING POINT

cause immunity to one sero-
type does not necessarily
provide complete protection
against the others. This bio-
logical complexity has made
the development of a safe and
effective vaccine particularly
challenging.

The first dengue vaccines to
receive regulatory approval
demonstrated that vaccination

weakness and, in some cases,
dangerous bleeding or shock
can make dengue a serious
illness. For decades, preven-
tion has depended largely on
controlling mosquitoes and
avoiding mosquito bites. The
development and approval of
dengue vaccines, therefore,
represents an important scien-
tific turning point.

Dengue is caused by the
dengue virus, which has four
major serotypes — DENV-1,
DENV-2, DENV-3 and
DENV-4. A person can be in-
fected more than once be-

against dengue was scientifi-
cally possible. However, den-
gue vaccination is not as sim-
ple as vaccination against
some other infectious diseas-
es. Vaccine performance can
vary according to the person’s
age, previous dengue infec-
tion status, circulating virus
serotype and the specific vac-
cine being used. Therefore,
vaccination policies must be
based on scientific evidence
and appropriate regulatory
recommendations.

One of the most important
lessons from dengue vaccine

Fix Urban Flooding

Our cities drown in a few hours of rain. This is not na-
ture’s fury alone but planning failure. Drains are choked
with plastic, lakes are encroached, and roads are laid with-
out slope. Citizens suffer traffic jams, power cuts and
health risks while authorities trade blame. We need strict
enforcement against encroachment, regular desilting of
drains and mandatory rainwater harvesting in new build-
ings. Public awareness on waste segregation is equally
vital. Climate change will bring heavier rains; our infra-
structure must adapt. Let’s treat urban flooding as an
emergency, not a seasonal inconvenience.

— R. Kumar

research is the role of previ-
ous infection. Some dengue
vaccines have shown different
benefits and risks in people
who have previously been in-
fected compared with those
who have never encountered
the virus. This has made
pre-vaccination assessment
and careful selection of eligi-
ble groups especially import-
ant for certain vaccines.

Modern dengue vaccines
aim to train the immune sys-
tem to recognize and fight the
virus before it causes serious
disease. By stimulating im-
mune memory, vaccination
can potentially reduce the risk
of symptomatic dengue and,
depending on the vaccine and
population, severe disease and
hospitalization.

However, a vaccine should
not create a false sense of
complete security. Dengue is
transmitted primarily by Ae-
des mosquitoes, particularly
Aedes aegypti. These mosqui-
toes often breed in small col-
lections of stagnant water
around homes, schools, con-
struction sites and communi-
ties. Removing standing wa-
ter, using mosquito repellents,
wearing protective clothing,
installing screens and main-
taining clean surroundings
remain essential measures.

The arrival of dengue vac-
cines also highlights the im-
portance of responsible pub-
lic-health communication.
People should receive clear

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Protect Children Online
Reports of children facing cyberbullying, scams and ex-
posure to harmful content are alarming. Smartphones have
reached every classroom, but digital literacy has not. Par-
ents give devices for online classes but rarely discuss
online safety. Schools must include digital citizenship in
the curriculum, teaching privacy, screen-time discipline
and how to report abuse. Parents need tools to monitor
without invading trust. Social media platforms should also
enforce age verification more strictly. We taught children
to look both ways before crossing the road. It is time we
teach them to look both ways before clicking.

—Ananya S.

information about who should
be vaccinated, how many dos-
es are recommended, possible
side effects and the level of
protection expected. Vaccina-
tion decisions should follow
the recommendations of na-
tional health authorities and
qualified medical profession-
als rather than rumours or so-
cial-media claims.

For countries such as India,
dengue prevention is particu-
larly important because out-
breaks can occur in different
regions and transmission pat-
terns can change with climate,
rainfall, urbanization and
mosquito populations. In-
creasing temperatures and
changing rainfall patterns
may also influence the geo-
graphical and seasonal spread
of mosquito-borne diseases.

Scientific progress in den-
gue vaccination has been ac-
companied by advances in
diagnosis, surveillance, mos-
quito control and treatment.

However, a vaccine should
not create a false sense of
complete security.

Researchers are also studying
new vaccine approaches and
methods to improve protec-
tion against all dengue virus
serotypes. The ultimate objec-
tive is not simply to develop a
vaccine, but to create a com-
prehensive strategy that re-
duces illness, deaths and the

social and economic burden
of dengue.

The development of dengue
vaccines demonstrates how
difficult public-health chal-
lenges can gradually yield to
scientific research. Years of
laboratory studies, clinical tri-
als, immunological research
and epidemiological monitor-
ing have contributed to this
progress.

Yet the fight against dengue
cannot be won by vaccines
alone. Governments, health
professionals, schools, com-
munities and individuals all
have a role to play. Early rec-
ognition of warning signs,
timely medical care, mosqui-
to-control measures and evi-
dence-based vaccination pol-
icies must work together.

Dengue vaccination is
therefore more than a medical
achievement. It represents a
new chapter in the continuing
battle against mosquito-borne
diseases. Science has provid-
ed another important tool; the
challenge now is to use that
tool wisely, safely and equita-
bly.

The message is simple: vac-
cination can strengthen our
defence against dengue, but
prevention remains a shared
responsibility. The combina-
tion of scientific innovation,
responsible vaccination, mos-
quito control and public
awareness can bring us closer
to a future in which dengue
causes far less suffering.

Save Public Transport System
With rising fuel prices and worsening air quality, strength-
ening public transport is no longer optional. Yet buses are
overcrowded, infrequent and often not disabled-friendly.
Metro connectivity ends where most commuters actually
live, forcing dependence on private vehicles. Investment
in clean, reliable buses, last-mile connectivity through
e-rickshaws, and integrated ticketing can transform com-
muting. Cities that have prioritized public transport have
seen less congestion and cleaner air. If we want sustain-
able cities, we must make public transport so good that
people choose it, not because they have no choice, but
because it is the better choice.

— M. Igbal
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WHISPERS

hen the relentless
summer sun finally
retreats behind

looming ash-gray clouds, the
world holds its breath in quiet
anticipation. Then, with the
sudden rustle of wind and the
invigorating aroma of wet
earth known fondly as pet-
richor — the rainy season
arrives. It is far more than a
mere atmospheric shift; the
monsoon is a grand, rejuve-
nating spectacle that resets
the rhythm of life across the
globe.

To walk outdoors during
the first monsoon showers is
to witness a quiet miracle un-
folding. The landscape, once
weary and scorched, trans-
forms almost overnight into a
vivid canvas of emerald
greens. Rivers and streams,
reduced to dusty trickles
during the summer heat, swell
with newfound vitality, surg-
ing forward as living arteries

TIMELESS RENEWAL

of the ecosystem. Trees
stretch their branches toward
the weeping skies, washing
away months of accumulated
dust to reveal pristine foliage.
Every droplet falling from
above carries a promise of
survival, soothing the earth
and nurturing seeds buried
deep within the soil.

For human societies — par-
ticularly in agricultural re-
gions — the rainy season is
the very lifeblood of exis-
tence. Farmers look to the
skies not just for water, but
for hope. The monsoon deter-
mines crop yields, economic
stability, and the sustenance
of billions. The rhythmic pit-
ter-patter on tin roofs and
windowpanes serves as a
soothing soundtrack to life,
signaling that the fields will
flourish and winter harvests
will be bountiful. Beyond ag-
riculture, rainwater refills
dwindling reservoirs, cools

blistering ambient tempera-
tures, and restores balance to
fragile natural habitats.

Yet, the magic of rain is

i, \.‘

deeply personal as well as
ecological. There is a nostal-
gic, meditative quality inher-
ent in rainy days. The season

invites us to slow down, pull
up a chair by the window, and
linger over a warm cup of tea
or coffee while watching

drops streak across the glass.
It creates moments of intima-
cy and reflection, encourag-
ing families to gather indoors
and share comfort food while
listening to the distant thun-
der. Rain possesses an ex-
traordinary ability to wash
away not just atmospheric
heat, but mental weariness as
well, replacing stress with a
gentle, contemplative calm.
However, the rainy season
also demands respect and
mindfulness. While it brings
immense beauty and abun-
dance, excessive downpours
can lead to urban waterlog-
ging, damaging floods, and
landslides in fragile terrain.
Climate shifts in recent years
have rendered seasonal rain-
fall increasingly unpredict-
able, alternating between lo-
calized droughts and intense,
brief torrents. Embracing
the rainy season today re-
quires better urban planning,

F MONSOON: NATURE’S

responsible water conserva-
tion practices, and a renewed
commitment to safeguarding
our environment against eco-
logical imbalance.
Ultimately, the rainy season
reminds us of nature’s incred-
ible power to heal, replenish,
and start anew. It is a time
of profound transformation,
teaching us that storms are

‘ Every droplet

falling from above
carries a promise of
survival.”

— IMMANUEL RAJ

often necessary for growth to
occur. As the skies open and
rain falls upon the parched
ground, we are invited to cel-
ebrate the timeless cycle of
renewal and find joy in the
simple, cleansing beauty of
the rain.

—IMMANUEL RAJ

BEYOND THE BREATH: THE CULTURAL
MAGIC OF MOUTH FRESHENERS

the world, a meal is con-
sidered incomplete with-
out a fitting conclusion. While
western traditions might lean
toward a sweet dessert or an
aged cheese, many vibrant
cultures across South Asia
and the Middle East share a
deeply rooted ritual that
comes straight from nature’s
pantry: the humble mouth
freshener. Far more than a
mere quick fix for bad breath,
a blend of mukhwas or spiced
seeds functions as a cultural
emblem, a digestive aid, and
a warm gesture of hospitality.
To understand the appeal of
mouth fresheners, one must
first look at their rich compo-
sition. Traditional formula-
tions are masterpieces of bo-
tanical balance. Fennel seeds,

In almost every corner of

‘ These small rituals
weave a thread of
shared comfort through
daily life, turning a
mundane routineintoa
sensory pleasure.”
—FELIX

often coated in pastel sugar
shells or roasted with savory
spices, form the aromatic
backbone of these blends.
Alongside them, ingredients
like coriander seeds, betel
nuts, licorice root, sesame

seeds, and dried coconut
flakes create a symphony of
textures and flavors. Each
component serves a distinct
purpose, bringing together
sweet, savory, cooling, and
pungent notes that dance
across the palate.

Beyond their delightful sen-
sory profile, mouth fresheners
carry profound historical and
health significance. Rooted in

ancient traditions like Ayurve-
da, post-meal digestive blends
have been utilized for centu-
ries to stimulate gastric juices
and promote smooth digestion
after heavy feasts. Spices like
fennel and carom seeds pos-
sess natural carminative prop-
erties that soothe the stomach,
prevent bloating, and leave
the digestive tract feeling

light. In this sense, a spoonful
of mukhwas bridges the gap
between culinary indulgence
and holistic wellness, treating
food not just as fuel, but as
medicine.

Culturally, mouth freshen-
ers are synonymous with
warmth, community, and hos-
pitality. In traditional house-
holds and restaurants alike,
presenting a silver or brass

container filled with aromatic
seeds to guests is an act of
genuine welcome. It signals
the end of a shared meal and
the beginning of relaxed con-
versation. Street vendors out-
side bustling markets ladle
out colorful paper cones
packed with sweet supari,
roasted fennel, and mint
drops, offering a burst of

flavor to passersby on busy
afternoons. These small ritu-
als weave a thread of shared
comfort through daily life,
turning a mundane routine
into a sensory pleasure.

In the modern era, the
mouth freshener industry has
undergone a fascinating evo-
lution. While traditional,
handmade mukhwas blends
passed down through genera-
tions remain deeply cher-
ished, modern markets now
offer everything from sug-
ar-free herbal mints and
breath-freshening strips to
sophisticated fusion flavors
like chocolate-coated fennel
and paan-infused delicacies.
This blending of heritage and
innovation ensures that the
age-old habit stays relevant to
contemporary palates, adapt-
ing to fast-paced lifestyles
without losing its authentic
soul.

Ultimately, mouth freshen-
ers remind us to appreciate
the small details that elevate
daily life. They cleanse the
palate, aid the body, and offer
a moment of lingering sweet-
ness long after the last bite of
a meal has vanished. As we
navigate a busy world, this
timeless tradition invites us to
pause, refresh our senses, and
savor the lingering flavors of
connection and care.

—FELIX

TIMELESS REBEL: THE
ENDURING LEGACY OF
LEATHER JACKETS

ew garments in human
Fhlstory carry the mag-

netic, multi-generation-
al appeal of the leather
jacket. Across decades of
shifting fashion cycles, where
trends emerge and dissolve
overnight, leather has re-
mained an unshakeable cor-
nerstone of culture, style, and
personal identity. It is not
merely an item of clothing; it
is an attitude stitched into
leather, a sartorial declaration
of independence that speaks
volumes before the wearer
says a word.

The story of the leather
jacket began out of absolute
necessity. In the early
20th century, military avia-
tors relied on thick leather
flight jackets to protect them-
selves against frigid, unpres-
surized cockpits. Functional-
ity reigned supreme. Yet, as
the decades rolled on, this
utilitarian armor broke free
from its military origins and
crashed headfirst into pop
culture. When Hollywood
icons like Marlon Brando and
James Dean donned leather
on screen in the 1950s, they
forever linked the jacket to
the allure of the anti-hero.
Soon after, rock bands, punk

pioneers, and motorcycle en-
thusiasts adopted it as their
official uniform, sealing its
status as the ultimate symbol
of rebellion.

What gives the leather jack-
et its extraordinary staying
power is its unique ability to
evolve without losing its soul.
It effortlessly bridges the gap
between rugged utility and
high-fashion sophistication. A
classic double-rider leather
jacket with silver zips adds a
sharp, edgy contrast to tai-
lored trousers and silk scarves.
Meanwhile, a minimal café
racer jacket or a plush shear-
ling bomber offers a warm,
refined aesthetic suitable for
crisp evening affairs. Whether
draped over a casual white
T-shirt or layered atop struc-
tured streetwear, a leather
jacket immediately elevates an

ensemble, projecting an aura
of effortless confidence.

Beyond aesthetics, there is
a deep, emotional connection
that forms between a leather
jacket and its owner. Unlike
synthetic fabrics designed to
look pristine until they fall
apart, genuine leather ages
gracefully. It absorbs life ex-
perience. Over time, it soft-
ens, scuffs, and molds to the
exact contours of your body,
developing a rich patina that
reflects where you have been
and what you have lived
through. A well-crafted leath-
er jacket is an investment
piece — a rare companion
in your wardrobe that genu-
inely improves with time and
can be passed down across
generations.

In an era dominated by fast
fashion and fleeting digital
micro-trends, the leather jack-
et stands as a testament to du-
rability, craft, and authentic
character. It reminds us that
true style is timeless, unapol-
ogetic, and fiercely individu-
al. To zip up a leather jacket
is to step into a rich heritage
of rebellion and sophistica-
tion — a quiet flex that will
never, ever go out of style.

—AMAN

BEYOND THE SCREEN: HOW GAMES SHAPEMODERN LIFE

rom ancient board
F games carved into stone
to immersive virtual
worlds spanning galaxies,
gaming has always been an
integral part of human cul-
ture. What was once dis-
missed as a mere childhood
pastime or mindless distrac-
tion has evolved into one of
the most powerful narrative,
educational, and social medi-
ums of the twenty-first centu-
ry. Today, games are no lon-
ger just played; they are
experienced, studied, and
lived.
At its core, gaming speaks
to a fundamental human de-
sire: play. Through play, we

test boundaries, solve com-
plex problems, and explore
alternate realities without
real-world consequences.
Whether it is calculating stra-
tegic moves on a chessboard,
navigating intricate puzzles in
an indie video game, or coor-
dinating tactics in a competi-
tive multiplayer arena, games
engage our cognitive faculties
in ways few other media can.
They demand active participa-
tion rather than passive con-
sumption, transforming the
audience from simple specta-
tors into active authors of
their own stories.

Beyond mental stimulation,
games have become vibrant

global community hubs. In an
increasingly digital and geo-
graphically dispersed world,
online gaming platforms serve
as modern-day town squares.
Millions of people connect
across borders, cultures, and
languages to collaborate,
compete, and forge lasting
friendships. During times of
isolation or social distance,
games offer virtual spaces
where people can gather, cel-
ebrate, and support one anoth-
er. The shared triumph of
overcoming a difficult chal-
lenge together builds bonds
that are as real and meaning-
ful as those formed in physi-
cal spaces.

Moreover, the artistic and
storytelling potential of mod-
ern games has reached ex-
traordinary heights. Today’s
video games combine rich
literature, breathtaking visual
arts, orchestral music, and
interactive cinema. Narra-
tive-driven games explore
profound themes — grief,
morality, leadership, and hu-
man resilience — offering
players deep emotional jour-
neys. By putting players di-
rectly in the shoes of diverse
characters, games foster em-
pathy in a unique way, forcing
us to view the world through
perspectives vastly different
from our own.

L

Yet, as gaming continues its
meteoric rise, it brings im-
portant questions to the sur-
face. Striking a healthy bal-
ance between screen time and
real-world responsibilities
remains a challenge for many.

Concerns surrounding digital
addiction, toxic online behav-
ior, and aggressive monetiza-
tion practices require thought-
ful solutions from both cre-
ators and players. Enjoying
the rich benefits of gaming

while maintaining digital
well-being is a discipline
modern society must actively
cultivate.

Ultimately, games reflect
our innate curiosity and our
endless drive to connect, cre-
ate, and overcome. They re-
mind us that life itself is a
series of challenges to navi-
gate and lessons to learn. As
technology continues to push
the boundaries of what is pos-
sible, games will undoubtedly
remain at the forefront of hu-
man culture — challenging
our minds, enriching our em-
pathy, and bringing us closer
together.

—CHIRU

THE BRIGHT FUTURE ()F MODERN LIGHTING SOLUTIONS

ighting is no longer just
I about illuminating a

dark room; it is an
essential component of mod-
ern living, architecture, and
environmental sustainability.
Over the past two decades,
light-emitting diode (LED)
technology has completely
transformed how we illumi-
nate our homes, cities, and
workplaces. What began as a
small indicator light on elec-
tronic devices has evolved
into the dominant force in
global lighting. Embracing
LED lighting is no longer just
a trend — it is a critical step
toward an energy-efficient,
cost-effective, and sustain-
able future.

Unmatched Energy Efficiency and
Cost Savings
The primary reason for the

widespread adoption of LED
technology is its remarkable
energy efficiency. Traditional
incandescent bulbs waste up
to 90% of their energy as
heat, converting only a frac-
tion into usable light. In con-
trast, LEDs convert nearly all
electricity directly into light,

reducing energy consumption
by up to 80% compared to
legacy lighting systems.

For homeowners and commer-
cial enterprises alike, this trans-
lates into immediate and sub-
stantial savings on electricity
bills. While the initial purchase
price of an LED fixture may be

higher than an incandescent or
fluorescent bulb, the rapid return
on investment makes it a finan-
cially sound choice. When mul-
tiplied across millions of house-
holds and corporate
offices globally, these individual
savings accumulate into massive
reductions in energy demand.

Longevity and Environmental
Impact

Beyond financial benefits,
LEDs stand out for their extraor-
dinary lifespan. A standard incan-
descent bulb lasts around 1,000
hours, whereas a high-quality
LED bulb can operate efficiently
for 25,000 to 50,000 hours or
more. This long-term durability
drastically reduces replacement
frequency, leading to lower main-
tenance costs and significantly
reduced landfill waste.

From an ecological perspec-
tive, LEDs are a win for the
planet. Unlike compact fluores-
cent lamps (CFLs), LEDs con-
tain no toxic elements like mer-
cury, making them safe to dis-
pose of and recycle. Further-
more, because they require
significantly less electricity to
run, widespread reliance on
LEDs directly lowers

greenhouse gas emissions
from power plants, support-
ing international climate
goals.

Versatility and Human-Centric
Design

Beyond efficiency and sus-
tainability, LED technology
offers unprecedented versatil-
ity in design and control.
LEDs are compact, durable,
and available in a wide spec-
trum of color temperatures.
This flexibility has enabled
architects and interior design-
ers to integrate lighting seam-
lessly into furniture, building
facades, and public spaces
in ways that were previously
impossible.

Modern advancements have
also introduced smart lighting
and human-centric lighting
designs. By adjusting

brightness and color tempera-
ture throughout the day, LED
systems can emulate natural
sunlight. This supports circa-
dian rhythms, improving
sleep quality, mood, and pro-
ductivity in residential and
office environments alike.

The Path Forward
The transition to LED light-
ing represents one of the most
successful, scalable solutions
for global energy conserva-
tion. As smart cities develop
and sustainable building prac-
tices become the standard,
LED technology will remain
at the heart of lighting inno-
vation. Upgrading to LED is
not merely a change of light-
bulb; it is an investment in a
cleaner, smarter, and brighter
tomorrow.
—PRAVEEN
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5killed as van crashes
intotreeinUP

BULANDSHAHR

Five people were killed
and three others injured
after a van carrying eight

passengers crashed into a
roadside tree near
Ratanpur village in Uttar
Pradesh’s Bulandshahr
district on Friday.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Ravikant Chaubey said
the vehicle was travelling
from Aligarh towards
Belon when the accident
occurred under Narora
police station limits. All
eight passengers were
taken to a hospital, where
five were declared dead.
The three injured survivors
were referred to Aligarh

Medical College for fur-

ther treatment. All the
passengers belonged to

Delai Buzurg village in

Sidhpura, Kasganj district,
officials said. Further
details about the acci-
dent are awaited.

Meerut court
sentences woman,
lover to death for
husband’s murder

MEERUT

A court in Uttar
Pradesh’s Meerut on
Friday sentenced Ravita
Kashyap and her accom-
plice Amardeep to death
for murdering her hus-
band and attempting to
disguise the crime as a
snakebite. The duo was
convicted of murder and
criminal conspiracy on
October 7 in connection
with Amit Kashyap’s
deathin April 2025.
Amit was found dead at
his home, with a live
snake reportedly discov-
ered beneath his body.
Ravita initially claimed
he had died from a
snakebite. However, the
post-mortem examina-
tion established that he
died of asphyxia.
Forensic evidence
revealed fractures in his
neck structures, indicat-
ing strangulation. The
prosecution said the
accused had placed the
snake beneath his body
to make the murder
appear accidental. The
court awarded the death
penalty to both accused
following their
conviction.

500 sand lorry owners
protest in Trichy

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI

More than 500 sand lorry
owners and drivers
staged a protest outside
the Public Works
Department (PWD) office
in Tiruchirappalli on
Friday, demanding the
reopening of govern-
ment-operated sand
quarries across Tamil
Nadu. Organised by the
Tamil Nadu Sand Lorry
Owners Association, the
protest turned tense after
its representatives were
reportedly excluded from
talks with officials.
Protesters staged a sit-in
on the service road, seek-
ing government interven-
tion. The association said
quarry operations had
remained suspended
since Enforcement
Directorate raids and
related cases in 2023,
affecting over 55,000
lorry owners and lakhs of
drivers and bullock-cart
workers. Association
president Chella
Rasamani said no court
had banned the reopen-
ing of the quarries. He
alleged that repeated
petitions and meetings
with ministers had yielded
no concrete response.
The association said the
protest would continue
until the concerned minis-
ter or department secre-
tary assured them that
quarry operations would
resume.

 Vijay inaugurates ¥300-crore

Periyar Arivulagam centre

Tamil Nadu’s new ¥300-crore knowledge hub features
digital learning facilities and a planetarium, with security
tightened across Coimbatore ahead of Vijay’s visit.

COIMBATORE

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay inaugurated Peri-
yar Arivulagam, a library and
science centre built at an esti-
mated cost of 3300 crore in
Coimbatore on Friday. The
facility includes a digital
library and a planetarium.
After inaugurating the centre,
Vijay is scheduled to visit its
various sections and launch
several government projects
before travelling to Thrissur in
Keralam to attend a Navaratri
event.

Security arrangements were
strengthened across Coim-
batore ahead of the Chief
Minister’s arrival. Vijay trav-
elled from Chennai by a spe-
cial aircraft. Trained sniffer

dogs conducted checks at the
airport, while police person-
nel were deployed along the
roads leading to the venue.

Following the government
programme, the Chief Minis-
ter is scheduled to travel by
helicopter to Thrissur.

The inauguration comes a
day after Vijay’s party, Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK),
joined a Congress-led INDIA

bloc protest in Chennai. The
agitation opposed alleged
irregularities in electoral rolls
and the Special Intensive
Revision of voter lists, while
seeking the removal of Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar. It marked TVK’s
first participation in such a
campaign since joining the
INDIA bloc on October 3.
The protest was led by

Periyar Arivulagam

Library and science
centre

WHAT

COST %300 crore
(estimated)
INSIDE Digital libraryand a

planetarium

Congress MP B. Manickam
Tagore and the Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee, with
representatives of all seven
constituent parties participat-
ing. TVK leader and School
Education Minister A. Rajmo-
han, VCK president and MP
Thol Thirumavalavan, and
MDMK general secretary
Vaiko also attended the
demonstration.

SC to hear pregnant journalist’s

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court will hear
on October 26 or 27 an appli-
cation by a pregnant journalist
who has alleged that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi pushed
her inside the Supreme Court
Registry during an Opposition
march on October 12. The
journalist, Richa Parashar,
claimed that she was injured
during the incident while cov-
ering a protest against the
Election Commission’s Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
agreed to consider the appli-
cation after senior advocate

plea agalst

=

Gaurav Bhatia requested that
the matter be listed. He also
sought clarification on
whether notices had been
issued in connected cases.
Parashar alleged that
Gandhi held and pulled her
hand while she was recording
the protest, after which his
security personnel pushed her.
She claimed that she fell on

the stairs of the Supreme
Court and that her phone was
damaged. The journalist said
the incident caused a medical
emergency during her first tri-
mester of pregnancy.

She also claimed that she
struggled to breathe in the
crowded area and fell on her
stomach.

Parashar said she was
shocked and distressed after
the incident and began crying
because she was concerned
about her pregnancy. She also
alleged that people accompa-
nying Gandhi shouted slogans
in support of him while she
tried to speak. The allegations
remain claims made by the
journalist, and the court is yet
to hear the matter.

Rahul Gandhi

The court agreed to
consider the journalist’s
application after her
lawyer sought an urgent
hearing over the alleged
incident during the
October 12 protest.

‘ ‘ Itis clearly visible

in my video: Rahul
Gandhi moves forward,
and held my hand—and
he pulled it. He pulled it,
and | felt his power. He
pulled, and in that same
second, his guards
pushed me.”

— Richa Parashar, Journalist

Pinarayi Vijayan moves
Supreme Court against
FIR order

NEW DELHI

Former Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on Friday
approached the Supreme
Court challenging a Kerala
High Court order directing the
registration of a first informa-
tion report (FIR) against him
and his family members in the
alleged Cochin Minerals and
Rutile Limited (CMRL) brib-
ery case.

Vijayan’s lawyer, senior
advocate Sidharth Luthra,
mentioned the plea before a
bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
seeking an urgent hearing.
Luthra informed the court
that an FIR had already been
registered and requested pro-
tection for Vijayan against
coercive action. The Chief
Justice said the matter would
be heard when the Supreme
Court reopens on October 26,
following the Dussehra break.
He also indicated that a bench
could be constituted during
the holidays next week,
depending on the availability
of judges.

The development follows a
setback for Vijayan, his
daughter Veena T and her
husband, P.A. Mohamed
Riyas, in the Kerala High
Court. On Thursday, a divi-
sion bench dismissed their
applications seeking permis-
sion to appeal against a sin-
gle-judge order issued on
October 9. The single judge
had directed the state Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau to register a case
based on a report submitted
by the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) to the state police.

The division bench rejected
their applications, stating that
“an accused in a corruption
case has no legal right to be
heard before registering the
FIR”. It consequently dis-
missed their appeals. Vijayan,
Veena and Riyas had argued
that they were not given an
opportunity to present their

The case so far

® OCTOBER9

HC single judge orders a
Vigilance case on the ED report

@ THURSDAY
HC division bench dismisses
the appeals

@ FRIDAY

Vijayan moves the Supreme
Court

@ OCTOBER26

SC reopens after the Dussehra
break

case before the single judge
issued the direction. The
court, however, did not accept
their request to challenge the
order through the proposed
appeals.

The case centres on allega-
tions made by the ED against
CMRL, a company involved
in mineral processing. The
agency has alleged that
CMRL made fraudulent pay-
ments of 32.78 crore to Exa-
logic Solutions, a now-de-
funct company previously
associated with Veena, under
the guise of information tech-
nology consultancy services.
The allegations are based on
evidence gathered during the
ED’s investigation and
searches conducted under the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act. The Supreme
Court is now expected to con-
sider Vijayan’s challenge
after reopening, while the
FIR-related proceedings
remain at the centre of the
legal dispute. The allegations
remain to be established
through the legal process.

Udhayanidhi slams Vijay
govt over covering of
‘Naan Mudhalvan’ name

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Leader of the
Opposition Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin on Friday criticised Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay over
allegations that the name of
the Naan Mudhalvan scheme
had been covered at Periyar
Arivulagam, a newly inaugu-
rated library and science cen-
tre in Coimbatore.

- — — —
WHAT ISNAAN
‘ MUDHALVAN? ‘
A scheme introduced by the
previous DMK government to
‘ help students develop skills ‘
and improve their career

Lop;ﬂtunm:s L

In a post on X, Udhayanidhi
welcomed the inauguration of
the Periyar Knowledge World
and Science Centre, built
under the DMK government’s
Dravidian Model initiative.
He said the facility would
provide people in Coimbatore
with access to a large reposi-
tory of knowledge and
expressed hope that they
would make full use of it.
However, he alleged that the
ruling government had gone
beyond taking credit for ear-
lier initiatives by covering up
the Naan Mudhalvan scheme’s

name at the centre.

“Those who habitually
‘stick their own labels’ (take
credit) on the schemes of our
government have, this time,
gone as far as covering up the
name ‘Naan Mudhalvan’ (I am
the First/Leader) at the Periyar
Knowledge World,” he said.
He also asked whether the
word Mudhalvan reminded
the government only of the
DMK’s party leader or
whether it opposed students
becoming leaders and top
achievers in their fields.

Udhayanidhi further
accused the government of
cancelling schemes and later
reversing those decisions. He
urged Vijay to focus on gov-
erning in the public interest
rather than changing names
and withdrawing cancella-
tions.

ECI ANNOUNCES SUMMARY REVISION
OF VOTER ROLLS IN 17 STATES, UTS

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Thursday
announced an annual Special
Summary Revision (SSR) of
electoral rolls in 13 states
and three Union Territories
where the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) has been
completed, along with
Assam, where the SIR was
not conducted. The revision
will begin in November to
ensure eligible voters are
included in the electoral rolls
ahead of the January 1, 2027

qualifying date.

The Commission has writ-
ten to the Chief Electoral
Officers of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Assam,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Kerala, Lakshad-
weep, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Puducherry, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and West Bengal. Assembly
elections are scheduled in
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Manipur and
Goa early next year, making
the revision significant for

voters in these states.

According to the
announced schedule, draft
electoral rolls will be pub-
lished on November 12. Vot-
ers will then be able to sub-
mit claims and objections
until December 11. The final
electoral rolls are scheduled
for publication on January 4,
2027.

The ECI has also directed
that political parties receive
copies of the draft and final
electoral rolls in a readable
PDF format, replacing the
earlier image-based PDF for-

mat. In states and Union Ter-
ritories where the SIR is
ongoing or has recently con-
cluded, including Karnataka,
Delhi, Maharashtra, Odisha
and Telangana, the SSR
schedule will be announced
later.

It also instructed officials
that confirmed duplicate
entries, permanently shifted
voters and deceased persons
may be removed only after
receiving Form 7 from the
elector or, in cases of death,
a near relative or family
member.

J&K may introduce Punjabi as official language
5 14 1

JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment may introduce a Bil
to grant Punjabi official lan-
guage status during the 2027
Budget session of the Assem-
bly, following an assurance
from the ruling National Con-
ference. The development has
prompted members of the
Sikh community to end their
14-day sit-in protest in
Jammu, which began on Octo-
ber 1.

The assurance was given in
writing by National Confer-
ence Rajya Sabha member

Gujarat

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel on Friday inau-
gurated 101 new food distri-
bution centres under the Shra-
mik Annapurna Yojana across
28 districts of the state. The
inauguration took place along-
side a Seva Daan programme
organised under the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan. The initiative aims
to expand access to food for
workers across Gujarat.
During the event, Patel was

CM opens

seen serving food to people,
highlighting the programme’s
focus on public service and
community welfare. The new
centres are expected to extend
the reach of the existing food
distribution scheme and sup-
port workers through afford-
able meal facilities.

The Seva Sankalp Yatra
began on September 17 in
Vadnagar and Varanasi under
the leadership of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Yuva Morcha. The
campaign marks Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 25

GUJARAT MEAL CENTR

official languages now

days of sit-inin Jammu

members, Sikh Sangat
delegation

Shammi Oberoi, the first Sikh
to become a Rajya Sabha
member from Kashmir. He
made the commitment during
a meeting with an 11-member
delegation of the Jammu and
Kashmir Sikh Sangat, led by
former minister Manjit Singh,
in Srinagar on Wednesday.
The Sikh community had
been staging a dharna near
the statue of Maharaja Hari
Singh, the last Dogra ruler of

the erstwhile Jammu and
Kashmir state, close to Tawi
bridge in Jammu. The pro-
testers demanded that Punjabi
be included among the Union
Territory’s official languages.

In his written assurance,
Oberoi stated that “a compre-
hensive Bill regarding the
official status and implemen-
tation of Punjabi language
will be introduced in the
forthcoming Budget session”.

He also promised that the
government would work to
ensure the Bill and related
arrangements were passed by
the Assembly and fully imple-
mented. The commitment
addresses a long-standing
demand of the Sikh commu-
nity and recognises Punjabi’s
cultural significance.

Currently, Jammu and
Kashmir has five official lan-
guages: English, Urdu, Dogri,
Kashmiri and Hindi. These
were recognised under the
Jammu and Kashmir Official
Languages Bill, 2020, passed
by Parliament.

101 Shramik Annapurna meal centres

new Shramik Annapurna
meal centres across 28
districts of Gujarat

years of public service and
promotes social responsibility,
public participation and ser-
vice to communities, accord-
ing to the BJP.

As part of the campaign,
BJP MP Sambit Patra distrib-
uted 20 Modi Scooties to per-

sons with disabilities in Odi-
sha’s Puri Lok Sabha constit-
uency. The programme was
organised near the Jagannath

Temple. The vehicles were
provided to beneficiaries,
including women, young men
and children, who face diffi-

culties travelling long dis-
tances.

Patra highlighted that
mobility assistance could help
beneficiaries travel more inde-
pendently and pursue educa-
tional opportunities with
greater ease. He also empha-
sised the importance of public
service in connecting with
people and addressing their
everyday needs.

Both initiatives focused on
supporting different sections
of society through welfare-ori-
ented measures.
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Jaishankar, Rubio to hold talks in Mumbai on Oct 20

Kerala girl allegedly
murdered, body burnt

IDUKKI

An 18-year-old girl was
allegedly strangled to
death and her body set on
fire in Kerala’s Idukki dis-
trict. Police have detained
a 19-year-old man,
Nishanth, in connection
with the case.

The victim, from
Bodinayakanur in Tamil
Nadu, went missing on
October 11 after report-
edly travelling to Poopara
in Idukki. Her charred
remains were discovered
on Wednesday behind an
unused shed near the
Pambla dam.

Her family identified the
body on Thursday using
her physical features and
nail polish. Police suspect
Nishanth, who allegedly
had a relationship with
the victim, sexually
assaulted and killed her
following an argument.
Police are investigating
the case. The body will be
handed over to the family
after the post-mor-
tem examination.

Father held for
allegedly burning
toddler sonalive

PALANPUR

A man was booked for
allegedly killing his two-
and-a-half-year-old son

by setting him on fire after
pouring petrol on himin

Suigam, Gujarat’s Vav-

Tharad district, police
said. The accused, Ashok
Raval, allegedly commit-

ted the crime on
October 13 before taking

the child, Navghan, to a
hospital, where he died.

Ashok allegedly buried

the body at a community
cremation ground with

the help of family mem-
bers to conceal the cir-

cumstances of the death.

The case came to light

after his uncle, Babu

Raval, filed a complaint

with Suigam police. Police
registered a case of mur-
der and destruction of
evidence against Ashok.

Uttarakhand
minister files FIR
against husband

over assault

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Women
Empowerment and Child
Development Minister
Rekha Arya filed a police
complaint against her
husband, Girdhari Lal
Sahu, alleging physical
assault, cheating, forgery
and a conspiracy to
kill her.

The FIR was registered at
Garhi Cantt police station
on Thursday evening
under 13 sections of the
Indian Penal Code and
three provisions of the
SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act. Arya
alleged that Sahu con-
cealed his earlier marriage
when they married in
Bareilly in 2004.

The minister also alleged
that he forged her signa-
ture on documents claim-
ing she had resigned as a
company director. She
claimed to possess an
audio recording suggest-
ing a conspiracy to kill her.
The allegations are yet to
be established.

The upcoming talks aim to strengthen bilateral cooperation, address shared priorities

MUMBAI

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar is scheduled to
meet United States Secretary
of State Marco Rubio in
Mumbai on October 20, 2026,
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) announced on
Friday.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal confirmed the meet-
ing during the ministry’s
briefing on October 16. The
discussions are expected to
cover key areas of bilateral
cooperation, including energy,
trade and investment, defence,
critical and emerging technol-
ogies, and other matters of
mutual interest.

and explore opportunities across strategic, economic and technological sectors.

HRd WBR | Government of India

The meeting comes amid
ongoing efforts by India and
the United States to strengthen
their strategic partnership and

expand cooperation across
several sectors. Energy and
trade are expected to feature
prominently in the discus-

sions, alongside defence ties
and technological collabora-
tion.

Critical and emerging tech-
nologies have become an
important area of engagement
between the two countries,
particularly as both seek to
deepen cooperation in areas
that support economic growth,
innovation and national secu-
rity.

The discussions are also
expected to provide an oppor-
tunity for the two sides to
review shared priorities and
explore avenues for further
collaboration. However, the
MEA announcement did not
provide a detailed agenda or
indicate whether any agree-

The Mumbai talks

WHEN October 20,2026

WHO S. Jaishankar and
Marco Rubio

ON THE Energy, trade and

TABLE investment,
defence, critical
and emerging
technologies

SOURCE  MEA briefing,
October 16

ments would be finalised
during the meeting.

The announcement came a
day after the Congress ques-
tioned the ministry’s silence
over the proposed meeting
between Jaishankar and

Rubio outside New Delhi.
The opposition party had
raised concerns about the lack
of an official clarification
regarding the engagement.

The choice of Mumbai as
the venue also places the dis-
cussions outside the national
capital, where most high-level
diplomatic engagements are
commonly held.

India and the United States
maintain wide-ranging ties
spanning trade, investment,
defence, energy and technol-
ogy. The October 20 meeting
is expected to offer both sides
an opportunity to discuss
these priorities and identify
areas for continued coopera-
tion.

Dhami approves 3328 crore
for urban local b

(S

The approvals cover
quarterly financial
assistance for
municipal bodies and
funding for a rural road
project aimed at
improving local
connectivityin
Pithoragarh.

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami has
approved the release of
Rs 328.278 crore to urban
local bodies for the Octo-
ber-December quarter of the
2026-27 financial year.

Dhami also approved
Rs 3 crore for three non-
elected local bodies as their
second half-yearly instalment
for October 2026 to
March 2027. The funds are
intended to support local bod-
ies during the current finan-
cial year, alongside other
development measures
approved by the state govern-
ment.
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In another decision, the
Chief Minister granted finan-
cial and administrative
approval of Rs 72.63 lakh for
constructing a cement con-
crete road from Tapri Ghat to
Golmanu Primary School in
Kuniya Gram Sabha, under
the Didihat Assembly constit-
uency in Pithoragarh district.
The project follows a commit-
ment announced by the Chief
Minister. A government order
has approved the first instal-
ment of Rs 43.578 lakh, rep-
resenting 60 per cent of the
sanctioned project cost.

Dhami also approved the
recruitment of two Agniveers
from the first batch under the
Agnipath scheme into the
40th Battalion of the Provin-
cial Armed Constabulary
(PAC), against available

odies

vacancies. The two recruits
are scheduled to complete
their Indian Army tenure in
November 2026.

According to the Chief
Minister’s Office, Dhami said
the Agnipath scheme,
launched under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s guid-
ance, promotes discipline,

“The skills, experience
and discipline acquired
by Agniveers during
their service in the
Indian Army constitute
an invaluable national
asset.”

PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI
Uttarakhand Chief Minister

national service and dedica-
tion among young people. He
described the skills and expe-
rience gained by Agniveers
as a national asset and said
Uttarakhand would provide
opportunities for former
recruits to serve the state,
drawing on their military
training, discipline and
expertise.

PAC seeks privilege motion against
six state chief secretaries

NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) of Parliament
has unanimously decided to
initiate privilege proceedings
against the chief secretaries of
six states for failing to attend
an important meeting on
delays and discrepancies in
pre-matric and post-matric
scholarships for Scheduled
Caste (SC) students.

PAC chairman K.C. Venu-
gopal announced the decision
on Thursday, naming Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha
and Bihar. The committee had
summoned the chief secretar-
ies to discuss an audit report
highlighting significant
delays in scholarship dis-
bursement. Venugopal said
the officials neither attended
the meeting nor properly
informed the committee in
advance about their absence.

Speaking to reporters,
Venugopal said the audit
revealed that between 2017
and 2022, pre-matric scholar-
ship payments faced delays of
more than four years, while

6 4t yrs

pre-matric scholarship
delays

states’ chief
secretaries absent

7yrs
post-matric delays
(around)

post-matric scholarships were
delayed by around seven
years. He described the find-
ings as shocking and criti-
cised the lack of coordination
between the Central and state
governments. He also said
state governments were not
treating the issue as a priority
and had failed to submit
action-taken reports even
after three months.

The committee also raised
concerns about verification
and the distribution of schol-
arship funds. According to
Venugopal, income and caste
eligibility were not properly
verified in some cases, allow-
ing payments to reach
non-Scheduled Caste benefi-
ciaries while eligible students
continued to wait for financial
assistance. These discrepan-
cies raised questions about the
monitoring of scholarship
schemes intended to support
students from disadvantaged

communities.

Karnataka, which is cur-
rently governed by the Con-
gress, was also among the
states named. However,
Venugopal said the state did
not experience major delays
compared with the others,
although discrepancies were
identified. The committee’s
concerns therefore extended
beyond payment delays to the
implementation and verifica-
tion of scholarship eligibility.

Venugopal said the PAC had
taken serious note of the chief
secretaries’ absence and unan-
imously decided to send a
privilege motion to the Lok
Sabha Speaker. The move
seeks to address the officials’
failure to attend the meeting
without proper notice. The
committee’s action highlights
concern over administrative
accountability and the need
for timely scholarship pay-
ments.

Tamil Nadu to sell fine rice
at T30 to curb inflation

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
has announced subsidised
sales of fine-quality rice at
Rs 30 per kilogram through
Amudham and cooperative
stores to ease the burden of
rising food prices. The inter-
vention comes as open-mar-
ket rice prices have climbed
to Rs 75-85 per kg, prompting
the state to increase supplies
of essential commodities at
controlled rates.

State prices, perkg

FINE RICE TUR DAL
%30 %130
ONIONS PONNI RICE
¥35 60

URAD DAL GARLIC
%140 %240

Food and Civil Supplies
Minister P. Venkataramanan
said the government is pro-
curing one lakh metric tonnes
of Grade A rice, with
25,000 metric tonnes released
for immediate distribution.
The initial phase will cover
201 cooperative stores and 49
Amudham outlets. Consumers
can purchase up to five kilo-
grams according to their
requirements, with sales
scheduled to begin over the
weekend.

The government will also
supply tur dal at Rs 130 per

kg from Monday, while
onions will continue to be
sold at Rs 35 per kg through
cooperative outlets. An initial
stock of 500 metric tonnes of
tur dal is being procured from
the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Fed-
eration of India (NAFED) for
distribution across 250 out-
lets. The state has also listed
controlled prices for other
essentials, including boiled
Ponni rice at Rs 60, urad dal
at Rs 140 and garlic at Rs 240
per kg.

Officials attributed the rice
price surge to lower crop
yields associated with the El
Nifio phenomenon, regional
supply shortages and global
economic factors. Traders
typically source fine rice from
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and Karnataka, but reduced
inflows have tightened market
availability. The government
plans to establish a price
monitoring committee to
assess market movements and
introduce further interven-
tions when necessary. It has
also warned of strict action
against hoarding and black
marketing.

CM Sukhu opens national e-governance meet

DHARAMSHALA

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu inaugurated a national
conference on e-governance
and administrative reforms in
Dharamshala, urging officials
to prioritise public welfare,
administrative efficiency and
systemic change. The confer-
ence brought together gov-
ernment representatives from
around 20 states to exchange
successful practices and dis-
cuss ways to improve gover-
nance and public service
delivery.

Addressing the gathering,
Sukhu said his government

aimed to transform adminis-
tration rather than enjoy the
privileges of office. He
recalled spending around six
months studying the admin-
istrative system after becom-
ing Chief Minister and iden-
tifying areas requiring
reform. He said officials
often cited existing rules and
laws as obstacles, arguing
that necessary amendments
or legislation should be con-
sidered in the state’s interest.
“Good governance requires
good administration,” he
said, stressing the need for a
responsive administrative
system.

Sukhu also discussed the

allocation of Indian Adminis-
trative Service, Indian Police
Service and Indian Forest
Service officers in Himachal
Pradesh. Considering the
state’s relatively small size
and geographical conditions,
he said he had requested a
reduction in the number of
such posts, while other states
sought increases. He high-
lighted the state’s hospitality
tradition and outlined its
environmental target of
increasing forest cover from
29 per cent to 32 per cent
over five years. He empha-
sised accountability in plan-
tation programmes and ques-
tioned whether planting tar-

gets were producing results
on the ground.

Chief Secretary K.K. Pant
said the conference aimed to
help states and the Centre
exchange effective initiatives
and replicate successful gov-
ernance models. Nivedita
Shukla Verma, Secretary in
the Department of Adminis-
trative Reforms and Public
Grievances, said such confer-
ences encourage wider adop-
tion of successful initiatives.
Officials from around 20
states attended, including
senior administrators and
officers handling information
technology and administra-
tive reforms.

Five of nine

INDORE

Five of the nine MLAs from
Indore district skipped a meet-
ing convened by Madhya
Pradesh Urban Administration
Minister Kailash Vijayvargiya
on Thursday to review water
availability and prepare contin-
gency plans amid concerns
over a possible water crisis.
The meeting was organised
against the backdrop of be-
low-average monsoon rainfall
across Madhya Pradesh, partic-
ularly in the Malwa-Nimar re-
gion. According to Vijayvargi-
ya, rainfall this year has been
around 40 per cent below aver-
age, raising concerns about

JJARAT FTA WORKSHOP

Indore MLAs skip water crisis meeting

water availability in the com-
ing months.

The minister said the meet-
ing aimed to assess the current
water situation and discuss
measures to ensure adequate
supplies if shortages occur.

However, only four of the
district’s nine MLAs attended
the meeting. Those present
included Bharatiya Janata
Party legislators Madhu
Verma, Mahendra Hardia and
Ramesh Mendola, along with
Indore Mayor Pushyamitra
Bhargava. The absence of five
legislators drew attention,
given the importance of prepa-
rations for a potential water
shortage in the city and sur-
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Indore district MLAs skipped
the minister’s water review
meeting

rounding areas. The meeting
was intended to facilitate coor-
dination between elected rep-
resentatives and the adminis-
tration to address local
water-related concerns.

When asked about the legis-
lators who did not attend,
Vijayvargiya referred to the
ongoing festival season and
remarked that perhaps there
was no water problem in their

respective constituencies. The
minister’s comments came as
concerns over rainfall deficits
continued to place water man-
agement under scrutiny in the
region. The discussions focused
on reviewing water availability
and preparing for possible
shortages. The administration’s
preparedness will be important
if the rainfall deficit continues
to affect supplies across Indore
and neighbouring areas.

The meeting highlighted the
need for coordinated planning
among public representatives
and officials to ensure that
potential water shortages are
addressed before they become
a major public concern.

Gujarat to hold workshop to strengthen export competitiveness

Priority sectors

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government will
organise a state-level work-
shop on October 21 to help
industries, exporters and
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMESs) benefit
from India’s Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) and expand their
access to international mar-
kets. The programme will be
held at the Entrepreneurship

Development Institute of India
in Bhat, Gandhinagar, in coor-
dination with the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT).

Organised by the state’s
Industries and Mines Depart-
ment, the workshop aims to
improve awareness of opportu-
nities available through FTAs
and encourage businesses to
use preferential market access.
The initiative is expected to

strengthen Gujarat’s export
competitiveness, support mar-
ket diversification and improve

the state’s integration into
global value chains.

The workshop will facilitate
discussions on sector-specific
policies, preferential tariff ben-
efits, rules of origin, interna-
tional market access and mea-
sures to improve export pre-
paredness. Government
departments, export promotion
institutions, industry associa-
tions and business representa-
tives will participate in discus-

sions aimed at identifying
practical strategies to expand
exports and maximise benefits
available under India’s trade
agreements.

Through cooperation
between the state and Central
governments and industry
stakeholders, the programme
seeks to translate trade agree-
ment opportunities into tangi-
ble gains for Gujarat’s busi-
nesses. By helping exporters

Textiles, apparel and made-ups; gems and jewellery;
electronics and semiconductors; engineering; chemicals
and petrochemicals; pharmaceuticals, biotechnology and
medical devices; agriculture, dairy, food processing and
marine products; IT and IT-enabled services, Al and fintech

understand available benefits
and international market
requirements, the initiative
aims to enable MSMEs and

larger industries to reach new
markets, strengthen their
global presence and support
sustained export growth.
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First Kanda Express to
Agartala carries
440 tonnes of onions

NEW DELHI
The first Kanda Express
to Agartala, loaded with
about 440 metric tonnes
(MT) of onions, is due to
reach the city by
October 18 as part of a
push to improve onion
supplies in the northeast,
an official statement said
on Friday. The
Department of Consumer
Affairs is widening the
distribution of buffer
onions under the Price
Stabilisation Fund (PSF)
to keep prices affordable
ahead of the festive sea-
son. The supplies are
expected to extend mar-
ket coverage to seven of
Tripura’s eight districts:
Dhalai, South Tripura,
Khowai, Unakoti, West
Tripura, Gomatiand
Sepahijala.

Maiden Palmyra
jaggery powder
export to Bulgaria

MUMBAI
The Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development
Authority (APEDA) has
facilitated the first-ever
shipment of 1.755 metric
tonnes of organic Palmyra
Jaggery Powder from
Gobichettipalayamin
Tamil Nadu to Varnain
Bulgaria, an official state-
ment said on Friday.
According to the state-
ment from the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, the
consignment was flagged
off on October 15, 2026,
and the reported price
realisation is around “15-
22 per cent for farmers
and 17 per cent higher for
the manufacturer” com-
pared with the domestic
market.

The ministry said the con-
signment of National
Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP) and
EU-certified powder was
an important step in
bringing India’s traditional
Palmyra-based products
to international markets
and widening the coun-
try’s organic export
basket.

The consignment was
manufactured and
exported by M/s
Wellbeing Foods, Erode,
in collaboration with M/s
Chetty Exports Private
Limited, Chennai, and will
be shipped by sea from
Chennai Port. M/s Sow
Life Ltd of Bulgaria is the
overseas importer and
distributor.
Palmyra Jaggery Powder,
made from the nectar of
Palmyra blossoms, is a
traditional Indian sweet-
ener with scope for value
addition and wider
acceptance in interna-
tional markets. An alter-
native to refined sugar, it
offers nutritional benefits,
including vitamins and
minerals.

Snabbit’s FY26 loss
widens nearly 29-fold
toRs 168 crore

MUMBAI
Instant househelp plat-
form Snabbit saw its
losses rise sharply in FY26
as it stepped up spending
to widen its footprint and
win customers, even as
revenue grew strongly in
its first full year of opera-
tions. The startup’s net
loss stood at Rs 167.8
crorein FY26, against
Rs 5.7 crore in the previ-
ous fiscal, according to
financial statements
sourced from the
Registrar of Companies.
Revenue from operations,
however, rose 46-fold to
Rs 12.2 crore. Founded by
Aayush Agarwal in 2024,
Snabbit provides on-de-
mand household services
such as cleaning, dish-
washing and laundry.

GST reforms aim to ease
taxpayer compliance

The government is advancing taxpayer-friendly GST reforms
to simplify compliance, reduce enforcement-related hardships
and improve predictability for businesses across India.

HYDERABAD

Vivek Chaturvedi, Chairman
of the Central Board of Indi-
rect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC), and Sanjay Mangal,
Member (GST), met trade and
industry representatives to ex-
plain the proposed next-gen-
eration Goods and Services
Tax (GST) reforms, which
aim to simplify compliance
and ease the burden on honest
taxpayers.

The meeting brought to-
gether around 250 stakehold-
ers representing micro, small
and medium enterprises, large
manufacturers, service pro-
viders, traders, exporters,
start-ups, e-commerce opera-
tors and industry associations.
Officials addressed partici-
pants’ queries, clarified rec-
ommendations made at the
57th GST Council meeting
and invited suggestions for
further improvements.

The measures discussed in-
cluded automated refunds,
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less manual intervention, ra-
tionalised arrest and prosecu-
tion provisions and intelli-
gence-based vehicle checks.

Trade and industry repre-
sentatives welcomed the rec-
ommendations, saying they
could improve business cash
flows, strengthen trust-based
tax administration and make
it easier to do business.

In one of the key changes,
the GST Council has recom-
mended taking away tax offi-
cers’ power of arrest in the
relevant cases covered by the
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reforms. It has also recom-
mended raising the prosecu-
tion threshold from Rs 1 crore
to Rs 5 crore.

Under the new approach,
taxpayers who file returns
late, make errors or pay late
would face the applicable re-
covery proceedings, interest
and proportionate penalties,
instead of arrest and criminal
proceedings for such defaults
alone.

The Council has further rec-
ommended common standards
for notices and proceedings,

KEY GST REFORM
RECOMMENDATIONS

PROSECUTION THRESHOLD

Proposed increase fromRs 1
crore to Rs 5 crore

Removal of the power of arrest
under the specified reform
framework

Common standards and a
Rs 10,000 monetary threshold,
including withdrawal of pending
notices below it

Automated refunds and
reduced manual intervention

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

Greater predictability, improved
cash flows and trust-based tax

administration

along with a monetary thresh-
old of Rs 10,000. Under the
recommendations, notices be-
low this threshold, including
those already pending, are to
be withdrawn.

Elon Musk unveils ‘flying
car’ Roadster prototype

NEW DELHI

Tesla CEO Elon Musk on Fri-
day unveiled a new version of
the company’s Roadster sports
car, with a prototype briefly
lifting off the ground during a
demonstration at a SpaceX
facility in Texas.

A post Musk shared on X
showed the event, in which
the vehicle ran along an ele-
vated curved track, became
airborne for a short distance
and landed safely, prompting
comparisons with the idea of
a flying car.

The company also later
posted videos of the demon-
stration on social media. The
showcase marks the electric
vehicle maker’s latest attempt
to revive a project that was
first announced nearly a de-
cade ago.

The demonstration also
highlighted a specialised pro-
pulsion system that pairs the
electric vehicle platform with
high-pressure air tanks and
thruster technology.

Tesla said the system can
generate lift and improve ve-
hicle dynamics through stra-
tegically placed thrusters that
help control movement while

the car is off the ground.
Company executives reacted
enthusiastically to the suc-
cessful test, describing the
demonstration as evidence
that flying-car technology is
moving closer to reality.

Tesla did not give a timeline
for commercial deployment of
the feature. Musk said the ve-
hicle would remain practical
for everyday use, though he
acknowledged that whether it
is road-legal could depend on
local regulations.

The event also included a
separate performance demon-
stration in which the Roadster
went from 0 to 60 miles per
hour in under one second, a
figure that would place it
among the quickest produc-
tion-oriented vehicles ever
demonstrated. Tesla said the
vehicle is expected to offer a
driving range of about
300 miles and a top speed of
more than 230 miles per hour.

<1 sec

0 to 60 miles per hour

~300 mites

expected driving range

230+ mph

top speed

India, Japan explore cooperation in key sectors
R

o

BANGKOK

On Friday, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman held talks
with Japan Bank for Interna-
tional Cooperation (JBIC)
Governor Kazuhiko Amakawa
on the sidelines of the World
Bank-IMF Annual Meetings
about widening bilateral coop-
eration in strategic sectors
such as clean energy, semicon-
ductors and critical minerals.

The talks centred on deeper
cooperation in energy transi-
tion, advanced manufacturing,
electric mobility, resilient sup-
ply chains and other new in-
dustries, the Finance Ministry
said.

Amakawa said the fund’s
investments in electric mobil-
ity and bioethanol had per-
formed encouragingly, and
voiced hope for a follow-on
fund to take investment coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries further.

The JBIC Governor re-
ferred to the bank’s stake in

the National Industrial Corri-
dor Development Corporation
(NICDC) and to rising Japa-
nese interest in semiconduc-
tor manufacturing. The meet-
ing also discussed opportuni-
ties at Dholera, along with
possible investments in artifi-
cial intelligence and data
centres.

Sitharaman urged Japanese
companies to look at da-
ta-centre investments in Tier
2 and Tier 3 cities such as Vi-
sakhapatnam, indicating that
these could support more bal-
anced urban development as
well as the growth of India’s
digital infrastructure.

Both sides recognised the

India and Japan
explored investment
opportunities in clean
energy, semiconductors,
critical minerals and
data centres, while
discussions also
covered electric
mobility, infrastructure
financing and resilient
supply chains

scope for closer economic and
financial cooperation through
sharing experiences and ex-
panding investments in emerg-
ing sectors.

India needs 2.9 mi

NEW DELHI

India will need nearly 2.9 mil-
lion more hospital beds by
2035 to meet global health-
care infrastructure bench-
marks, which will call for an
additional 2.6 billion sq. ft. of
healthcare real estate, a report
said on Friday.

According to the CBRE
South Asia report, India now
has nearly 1.6 hospital beds
per 1,000 people, far below
the global average of 3.3 per
1,000, and the country’s
healthcare real estate foot-
print, estimated at 2.1 billion
sq. ft. in 2025, would have to
grow substantially to bridge
the gap. “The requirement
presents a significant opportu-
nity for developers, investors
and healthcare operators to
create purpose-built and scal-
able healthcare assets across
markets,” the report said.

Healthcare investment is
moving increasingly towards
specialised facilities, day-
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care formats and expansion
through acquisitions.

Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Jharkhand
have low bed density com-
pared with their NCD burden,
while Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana
combine stronger infrastruc-
ture with higher household
incomes, which supports fur-
ther growth of specialised
healthcare facilities and med-
ical ecosystems.

“Healthcare is emerging as
one of India’s most conse-
quential real estate opportu-
nities, not simply because
demand for care is increas-
ing, but because the country
needs a far deeper and more
distributed physical health-
care network,” said Anshu-

llion more hospital beds by 2035

hospital beds per1,000
peoplein India, well below
the global average of 3.3

man Magazine, Chairman
and CEOQO, India, South-East
Asia, Middle East and Africa,
CBRE.

“Built-to-suit (BTS) struc-
tures can play an important
role in addressing this re-
quirement by providing oper-
ators with specialised, pur-
pose-built clinical infrastruc-
ture aligned with their opera-
tional and regulatory needs,”
he said.

This would let healthcare
providers channel more capi-
tal into clinical services, med-
ical equipment and technolo-
gy, while property owners
would gain better income vis-
ibility through long-term leas-
es, he added.

ED files charge sheet against FIITJEE, directors
in money laundering case

LUCKNOW

The Lucknow Zonal Office
of the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has filed a charge
sheet before a Special PMLA
Court in Ghaziabad against
FITJEE Limited and its di-
rectors, Dinesh Kumar Goel
and Monila Goel, in a money
laundering case linked to the
alleged misappropriation of
fees collected from students,
an official statement said on
Friday.

The agency began its inves-
tigation on the basis of four
FIRs registered by police in
Noida and Greater Noida in
Uttar Pradesh and in Bhopal
in Madhya Pradesh, under
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) corre-
sponding to Sections 406,
420, 120B and 34 of the IPC.

As per the FIRs, FIITJIEE
collected between Rs 2.8 lakh

and Rs 3.5 lakh per student in
advance for coaching pro-
grammes of two to four years,
including preparation for
competitive examinations
such as the JEE, on the prom-
ise that the courses would be
completed.

The ED alleged that faculty
members quit over unpaid sal-
aries and that several centres
then closed abruptly without
prior notice. It further alleged
that the management diverted
students’ fees and kept enroll-
ing new students even after
faculty members had left.

Noida Police has also filed
a charge sheet in the case,

THE ED’S CASE

Properties worth
Rs 71.88 crore
seized and
provisionally
attached

— Conviction of FIITJEE and its
directors sought

— 32 centres shut between
May 2024 and February
2025, it alleges

- 14,411 enrolled students
affected

naming Dinesh Kumar Goel
and Monila Goel as accused.

The ED’s investigation al-
leged that FIITJEE abruptly
closed 32 centres between
May 2024 and February 2025,
affecting 14,411 enrolled stu-
dents who had already paid
for coaching.
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India, Canada seek stronger economic partnership

NEW DELHI

After a long spell of diplo-
matic tensions, India and
Canada are working to re-
build their bilateral ties by
focusing on economic com-
plementarities, strategic inter-
ests and closer institutional
cooperation, according to a
recent report.

Visits by Canadian Foreign
Minister Anita Anand and In-
ternational Trade Minister
Maninder Sidhu, which fol-
lowed security consultations
between David Morrison and
India’s National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval, point to re-
newed efforts to rebuild con-
fidence between the two
countries.

Former Indian high com-
missioner to Canada Sanjay
Kumar Verma argues in his
analysis that the aim should
be to build a more resilient
partnership, not simply to re-
turn to the relationship that

existed before the diplomatic
rupture.

India gives Canada access
to a large and growing con-
sumer market, industrial
strength and an expanding
technology ecosystem. For
Ottawa, closer ties with New
Delhi could also help diversi-
fy its trade and investment
links and reduce its reliance
on the United States.

With global trade patterns
shifting, both countries have
reason to strengthen supply
chains and reduce economic
vulnerabilities.

The political groundwork
for the renewed engagement
was laid during Canadian

Key areas of
cooperation

— Energy and critical minerals
— Agriculture and aerospace

— Advanced technology and
education

— Trade, investment and
supply-chain resilience

— Security cooperation and
institutional dialogue

Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney’s visit to India from Feb-
ruary 27 to March 2, 2026.
The visit came after he re-en-
gaged with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the 2025
G7 summit.

The two leaders supported
re-forming the India-Canada
CEO Forum, setting up a Fi-
nance Ministers’ Economic
and Financial Dialogue, deep-
ening security cooperation
and sustaining regular trade
and investment talks.

India-Canada trade mission secures C$300 million partnerships

NEW DELHI

Canada’s Minister of Interna-
tional Trade Maninder Sidhu
on Friday called his visit to
India productive and an-
nounced that the Team Cana-
da Trade Mission had ended
with more than 30 commer-
cial partnerships between Ca-
nadian and Indian entities,
worth nearly 300 million Ca-
nadian dollars.

The partnerships cover sec-
tors including aerospace, en-
ergy, clean technology and
automobiles, reflecting rising
business interest in wider bi-

lateral commercial ties. Sidhu
said the mission set out to cre-
ate opportunities for compa-
nies from both countries and
to turn diplomatic engage-
ment into concrete business
results.

Sidhu said the visit built on
the momentum created by In-
dian Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal’s visit to Canada in
May, which included the larg-
est-ever Indian delegation to
the country. He said he had
promised Goyal he would re-
turn to India and was pleased
to see concrete results from
the renewed engagement.

Dof

Wrapping up the mission in
Karnataka, Sidhu said Cana-
da had brought 300 business
delegates representing 150
organisations to India, calling
it the largest Canadian trade
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mission of its kind in 30
years, since the tenure of for-
mer Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien.

The delegation travelled
from Mumbai to Bengaluru to

‘ And so, this is what

these trade missions
are all about: opening
doors and making sure
that partnerships are
formed.”

— Maninder Sidhu, Canadian
Minister of International Trade

strengthen commercial en-
gagement and explore oppor-
tunities for deeper invest-
ment. Sidhu also thanked the
Indian government and peo-
ple for their welcome and
cooperation.

The mission comes as India

and Canada push ahead with
negotiations on a Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA). Dinesh
K. Patnaik, India’s High Com-
missioner to Canada, said the
fourth round of talks had con-
cluded and that discussions
were moving ahead rapidly.

“A CEPA would reduce tar-
iff and non-tariff barriers, ad-
dress technical hurdles and
facilitate compliance, besides
boosting investment flows
and easing movement of peo-
ple, goods and capital,” Pat-
naik said.
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Romania resumes
search for seven missing
sailors

BUCHAREST
Romania resumed a search
on Friday for seven sailors
missing from a chemical
tanker hit by a drone near
its Black Sea coast, the lat-
est in a series of attacks
highlighting risks to com-
mercial shipping near
NATO's eastern flank. The
missing crew were among
12 sailors aboard the San
Marino-flagged tanker
Wine Trader, which was
struck about a mile outside
Romanian territorial
waters. Five crew members
were rescued, but efforts
to find the others have
been hampered by strong
winds and rough seas.

Bulgaria seeks
NATO anti-drone
systems

SOFIA
Bulgaria has formally
asked NATO to deploy com-
bat aircraft and anti-drone
systems to bolster its
defences after a series of
drone attacks on commer-
cial shipping in the Black
Sea, Defence Minister
Dimitar Stoyanov said on
Friday. Drones hit two ships
which caught fire off
Romania’s Black Sea coast
this week. On Tuesday, a
commercial vessel sank off
Bulgaria’s Black Sea coast
following a drone attack,
prompting Sofia to summon
Russia’s ambassador. The
attacks have highlighted the
growing threat that drone
warfare linked to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict poses to
commercial shipping near
NATO’s southeastern flank,
prompting Bulgaria to push
for stronger alliance
defences in the Black Sea.

Russia takes
control of more
European corporate

assets

MOSCOwW

Russia has moved to

place local assets of
French, German, Swedish,

and Belgian companies
under temporary man-
agement, according to a
decree by President
Vladimir Putin, as EU ties
hit a new low over the
bloc’s support for Ukraine.
The decree listed assets
belonging to French floor-
ing maker Tarkett,
German packaging maker
Menshen, Swedish pack-
aging maker Sverige
International Holdings
and Belgian hygiene prod-
uct company Ontex.

It also listed Russian
assets of former European
metal-packaging business

Eviosys acquired by US
packaging group Sonoco
in December 2024. The
decree listed the assets as
owned by Sonoco’s Dutch
unit.

The Kremlin said earlier
that such measures to
take control over foreign
firms were a response to
EU nations’ involvement in
“direct battlefield hostili-
ties” but stressed they
were “reversible.”

The latest move against
European companies
came ahead of Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy's appearance at
an EU summit on Friday
and amid reports that the
United States could seek
control of some Russian
assets frozen in Europe.
Russia criticises the EU for
freezing about €210 billion
($238 billion) of its sover-
eign assets in response to
the war and for targeting
assets belonging to
Russian companies in
Europe and other Western
countries. The new decree
follows a similar move
last month against food
giant Nestle and retailers
Auchan and Metro.

Oregon school shooting leaves
three children, teacher dead

A 16-year-old killed three children and a teacher at an Oregon
elementary school before an armed community member intervened.

OREGON

A shooting at Silver Rail Ele-
mentary School in Bend, Or-
egon, killed four people, in-
cluding three children, police
said.

The 16-year-old suspect was
also killed after an armed
member of the community
pursued the assailant into the
school and intervened.

The victims were children
aged five, eight and 11, along
with a teacher. A seven-year-
old student and a 54-year-old
teacher suffered critical inju-
ries and were taken to hospi-
tal, Bend Police Chief Mike
Krantz said during a press
conference.

Police said the shooter en-
tered the school by firing
through locked doors.

Oregon Governor Tina
Kotek thanked the community
member for intervening, say-
ing the action had helped pre-
vent further loss of life. She
expressed grief for the vic-

tims, their families and the
wider community, acknowl-
edging the emotional toll of
the tragedy.

Krantz said the community
member witnessed the suspect
entering the school and fol-
lowed him inside. He also
noted that Bend police offi-
cers had completed a full day
of active-shooter training in
August, reflecting the prepa-

rations law enforcement agen-
cies undertake for such
emergencies.

“Unfortunately, this is
something we train for on a
regular basis, and we must,”
Krantz said.

“This cannot continue to be
a reality in our country. Lead-
ers at every level must step
up and act,” said Gabrielle
Giffords, a former US con-

‘ No parent should
have to have this
kind of day, and no
community should have to
live through this kind
of day.”
— Tina Kotek, Oregon Governor

Key Facts

H Location: Silver Rail
Elementary School,
Bend, Oregon

B Fatalities: Four victims,
including three children and
one teacher

B Critically injured: One
student and one teacher

H Intervention: Anarmed
community member pursued

| Investigation: Police said
the investigation would
be lengthy.

gresswoman and gun-control
advocate.

Houthi missile attack
kills five in Aden

CAIRO

A missile and drone attack at-
tributed to Yemen’s Iran-
aligned Houthi movement
struck the presidential palace
complex in the southern city
of Aden, killing five people
and injuring 16, Yemeni offi-
cials said.

The attack was aimed at
Al-Maashiq palace, which
serves as the headquarters of
Yemen’s Saudi-backed, inter-
nationally recognised govern-
ment. It marked the first strike
on the complex in the current
phase of the conflict between
the Houthis and Saudi Arabia,
adding to growing regional
tensions.

Yemen’s Information Min-
ister Moammar al-Eryani said
the prime minister and cabinet
members were safe following
the incident. Witnesses report-
ed hearing loud explosions
near the palace, while the
government said the attack
involved missiles and drones.

Houthi military spokesper-
son Yahya Saree said the
group had bombed what he
described as the Saudi mili-
tary operations headquarters
in Aden. He said the attack
was part of the movement’s

A Houthi missile and
drone attack on
Yemen’s presidential
palace complexin Aden
killed five people,
escalating fighting with
Saudi-backed
government forces.

stated policy of targeting Sau-
di reinforcements wherever
they were located. A Houthi-
run news agency claimed the
facility was operated by Saudi
officers and contained weap-
ons depots. These claims
could not be independently
verified.

The attack comes amid re-
newed fighting between the
Houthis and Saudi-backed
government forces. Govern-
ment troops launched an op-
eration last week to recapture
Houthi-held territory and re-
ported recovering positions
near the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait, a strategically import-
ant shipping route connecting
the Red Sea with the Gulf of
Aden. Yemen’s conflict began
in 2014 when the Houthis
seized the capital, Sanaa,
forcing the internationally
recognised government south.

Trump shuts down Hegseth’s plans to
livestream military execution

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
scrapped plans to livestream
the execution of the former
Army major who killed 13
people at Fort Hood, overrul-
ing Pentagon chief Pete
Hegseth after the proposal
drew opposition from Repub-
licans, religious leaders and
the public.

The reversal ended a plan
to broadcast Nidal Hasan’s
December 3 firing-squad ex-
ecution. It also marked a rare
public disagreement between
Trump and one of the presi-
dent’s closest allies, although
the Pentagon said the two
were “completely aligned.”

Hegseth had announced
plans to livestream the execu-
tion at the Fort Hood military
base in Texas, the site of
Hasan’s 2009 attack. No other
country is known to show its
judicial executions on televi-
sion or stream them online.

“I think streaming the exe-
cution for all to see might

have been a strong deterrent
for the World to witness how
America deals with Terrorists
and SCUM like Hasan but,
many very good and
well-meaning people would
rather not watch him die,
through streaming, or through
any other visual device,”
Trump wrote in a social me-
dia post. “He will die, as
scheduled, by firing squad,
but this event will not be
streamed.”

The families of Hasan’s vic-
tims will be able to view the
execution in person if they so
choose, as is standard at US
executions. Some of Trump’s
fellow Republicans, including
Vice President JD Vance, as

13

people were killed by former
Army major Nidal Hasan at
Fort Hoodin 2009

well as religious leaders had
expressed everything from
doubts to outright condemna-
tion of the Pentagon’s lives-
tream plan.

Opinion polls showed a ma-
jority of Americans opposed
livestreaming it. Archbishop
Timothy Broglio, who over-
sees the spiritual care of Cath-
olic members of the US armed
forces, also raised objections,
while Pope Leo condemned
capital punishment in all its
forms.

An attorney representing
Hasan could not immediately
be reached for comment, and
it was unclear if the scheduled
December 3 execution date
would be delayed by legal
challenges.

Israeli settlers burn olive trees, injure
journalist in West Bank attack

ABU FALAH

Clad in black and their faces
masked, dozens of militant
Israeli settlers burned olive
trees and threw rocks at Pal-
estinians in a coordinated at-
tack on Friday on a West
Bank village’s annual harvest
that injured at least two peo-
ple including a journalist.

Some 80 settlers, some of
them carrying gas canisters,
descended from a hill above a
terraced olive grove where
villagers from Abu Falah had
gathered to pick ripe fruit, a
cherished annual tradition in
Palestinian life, witnesses
said.

“The settlers want to attack
us and force us from our
homes,” said Moutaz Abdel-
hadi, 42, a farmer who wit-
nessed the attack in Abu
Falah. Partway through the
attack, at least two Israeli mil-
itary jeeps sped through the
area, kicking up dust as vil-
lagers ran out of their way.

The attack continued after

settlers in the attack,
witnesses said

170 2

settler attacks since
September 27, says
Yesh Din

peopleinjured, a
journalist among them

the military’s arrival, with Is-
raeli soldiers firing tear gas in
the direction of the Palestin-
ians who had dodged the
jeeps. The sound of live gun-
fire could be heard in the
area, and a photographer saw
at least one armed settler fire
a gun.

Israeli settler violence
against Palestinians in the oc-
cupied West Bank has surged,
with at least 170 attacks since

September 27, around the
start of the annual olive har-
vest, according to Yesh Din,
an Israeli settlements moni-
toring group.

The settlers have been em-
boldened by the right-wing
government of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who
has overseen a rapid expan-
sion of settlements and small-
er outposts across the West
Bank.

US probes Omar’s 1990s immigration

papers,

WASHINGTON

A pre-dawn raid on Demo-
cratic Representative Ilhan
Omar’s home by federal
agents stemmed from an ex-
panding investigation into her
US immigration paperwork,
three people familiar with the
case said this week.

The investigation appears
to centre on whether the So-
mali-born Omar, who has rep-
resented a Minnesota district
since 2019, or her relatives
gave false information upon
entering the US as refugees in
the mid-1990s or during the
process of becoming Ameri-
can citizens.

The sealed warrant for
Monday’s search listed
conspiracy, false statements
on immigration paperwork
and immigration fraud as
potential crimes being
investigated, one of the people
familiar with the matter said.

spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss an
ongoing investigation.

One of the people familiar
with the probe said one poten-
tial aim could be to strip
Omar of her US citizenship
and deport her, ideas that both
President Donald Trump and
his Homeland Security chief
have floated.

The targeting of a left-wing
member of Congress whom
Trump has long attacked in
personal and bigoted terms
has renewed concerns that his

eyes deport

Like the other people, they

ation

R O

administration is using federal
law enforcement to punish his
political opponents, especially
three weeks before an election
when Omar is running to re-
tain her seat.

Omar has denied wrongdo-
ing, characterizing the raid as
an act of “political intimida-
tion.” The Department of
Homeland Security, which
oversees the immigration en-
forcement agency, referred
questions to the Justice De-
partment. A DOJ spokesper-
son declined to comment on
the Omar investigation.

UKRAINE FACES WINTER CRISIS

EU will probably give Ukraine another
loan for 2027, Estonian PM says

BRUSSELS

The European Union will
probably need to provide
Ukraine with another loan to
help cover its budget shortfall
in 2027 and sustain its de-
fence against Russia’s inva-
sion, Estonian Prime Minister
Kristen Michal said on
Friday.

Speaking ahead of the sec-
ond day of an EU summit in
Brussels, Michal stressed that
continued European financial
assistance would remain es-
sential as Kyiv faces mount-
ing spending requirements.
He said the bloc would likely
use another loan, following
the mechanism adopted for
previous financial support.

“European financial assis-
tance has to be there,” Michal
said, describing financial sup-
port as critical during a pro-
longed war of attrition. He
added that the responsibility

for maintaining such assis-
tance rested with the Europe-
an Union.

EU leaders agreed in De-
cember last year to provide
Ukraine with a €90 billion
loan to cover a substantial
portion of its financial re-
quirements for 2026 and
2027. However, Kyiv has
since indicated that it faces a
funding gap exceeding $70
billion next year, covering
both defence and regular gov-
ernment spending.

The financing challenge has
revived discussions about
how European countries can

Estonian Prime
Minister Kristen
Michal says the
European Union will
probably need another
loan for Ukraine in
2027 as Kyiv faces a
funding shortfall
exceeding $70 billion.

maintain assistance while
managing their own budget-
ary commitments. Several
governments have advocated
using Russian assets frozen
within the EU to finance sup-
port for Ukraine. However,
the proposal has faced oppo-
sition from Belgium, where
most of the frozen assets are
held, and several other mem-
ber states.

Michal said another EU
loan appeared to be the most
likely option.

EU leaders rally behind Zelenskiy amid tensions

KYIV

European Union leaders ral-
lied behind Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy at
a summit in Brussels on Fri-
day, as US President Donald
Trump criticised Ukraine’s
attacks on Russian oil refiner-
ies and uncertainty grew over
Washington’s continued sup-
port for Kyiv.

The summit comes at a dif-
ficult time for Ukraine, which
is facing intensified Russian

missile and drone attacks on
its cities, damage to energy
infrastructure and concerns
that the United States could
reduce intelligence sharing
and weapons assistance.

Trump criticised Ukrainian
strikes on Russian refineries,
describing them as a
“disgrace”.

Washington has also struck
a diesel-related arrangement
with Moscow, adding to ten-
sions with Ukraine and its Eu-
ropean allies.

‘ Last winter was

already hell, this
one will be once again
like hell.”

= Kristen Michal
Estonian PM

Arriving at the summit,
Zelenskiy said Kyiv had seen
no indication that Russia was
ready to end the war. He
stressed the need to prepare
for another difficult winter,

with Ukrainian cities vulner-
able to further attacks on
electricity and heating
infrastructure.

“The winter package is not
only energy, it’s also air de-
fence and funding,” Zelenskiy
said, outlining the support
Ukraine needs to withstand
the coming months.

“We cannot get tired of the
war in Ukraine, because they
are fighting ... for us,” Esto-
nian Prime Minister Kristen
Michal said.
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NEW ENTRY RULES FOR CHINNASWAMY DECIDER

BENGALURU

As the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium gears
up for the high-voltage 5th and final
T20 series decider between India and
the West Indies in Bengaluru on Oct
17, the Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation (KSCA) has announced a strict
and comprehensive set of updated sta-
dium entry and security rules for spec-
tators.

With the five-match series tightly
locked at 2-2, today's encounter is ex-
pected to draw a massive turnout. To
streamline entry and enhance security,
traditional paper tickets and static dig-
ital codes have been replaced with a
fully dynamic m-ticket (mobile ticket)
system. In an effort to curb unautho-
rized transfers and ticket black-market-
ing, dynamic QR codes will re-
main locked until five
hours before stadi-
um gates

match entry tickets.

Link Road.

RIYADH

Saudi Arabian organisers have

Furthermore, general spectator access
from Queen’s Road has been complete-
ly blocked, redirecting public entry ex-
clusively through Cubbon Road and

Inside the perimeter, a phased entry
mechanism replaces standard gate
queues. Fans will progress sequentially
through ticket validation, dedicated
holding areas, turnstile QR scanning,
and finally into the stands.

As fans prepare for tomorrow's series
finale, these administrative and securi-
ty adjustments aim to ensure a seamless
matchday experience amidst high an-

officially open and cannot be shared.
In addition to digital updates, signif-
icant logistical and traffic management
protocols are now in place. Authorities
have enforced a strict 'No Car' policy
around the venue to prevent private ve-
hicle gridlock. To facilitate smooth
travel, Namma Metro' transit integra-
tion has been bundled directly with

chase.

ticipation.

Saudl Arabla says 2027 Asian
Cup remams ‘on schedule’

KEY ASPECTS

* Timeline for a decision

insisted that the 2027 Asian
Cup remains strictly "on

* Local organizing committee stance

schedule" to kick off on Janu-

» Monitoring regional dynamics

ary 7, despite growing securi-
ty concerns and regional ten-
sions following recent Houthi
attacks in the country. The
continent's flagship football
tournament is planned across
major Saudi cities including
Jeddah, Riyadh, and Al Kho-
bar. However, recent escala-
tions in the conflict involving
Iran-backed groups have al-
ready forced the postpone-
ment of several domestic
sporting fixtures, casting
widespread uncertainty over
the safety of the upcoming
international competition.
Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) President Sheikh
Salman bin Ebrahim al-Khal-
ifa acknowledged that while
preparations currently pro-
ceed as planned, a postpone-
ment to 2028 remains a dis-

* Potential delay to 2028

* Deadline for a ruling

* Current status stays on track

tinct possibility if security
conditions demand it. He not-
ed that tournament leadership
has until the end of November
to make a definitive ruling,
emphasizing that there is no
immediate rush to alter the
calendar.

In an official statement re-
leased late Thursday, the local
organising committee firmly
asserted that all venue prepa-
rations continue in close col-
laboration with the AFC and
relevant stakeholders. Organ-
isers emphasized their ongo-
ing commitment to meeting

* Active monitoring

high hosting standards and
delivering a successful tour-
nament, while promising to
continuously monitor regional
developments to ensure prop-
er conditions and safety for
all participating teams, offi-
cials, and fans.

As regional dynamics
evolve, the international
sports community will be
closely watching the upcom-
ing weeks as the AFC evalu-
ates whether to proceed with
the original January kickoff
window or delay the presti-
gious tournament to 2028.

Mandhana highlights crucial T20s
ahead of Champions Trophy

RAIPUR

Newly appointed Indi-
an women's cricket
team captain Smriti
Mandhana has em-

phasized that the
six upcoming T20
international
matches scheduled
this year are vital
for shaping the
squad's identity
ahead of the inaugural
Women's Champions
Trophy 2027.
Stepping into the role
full-time skip-
per across
all for-
mats fol-
lowing
Harman-
preet Kaur,
Mandhana
begins her
tenure leading
the Women in
Blue in a three-
match T20I se-
ries starting Fri-
day, followed by
another
three-
match se-

Mandhana
emphasized

that limited ries
opportunities are PRk
) " South
crucial for shaping SN
the team's identity JWAEPEN
and assessing only
player roles. these fix-
tures re-

maining

before the

January-February Women's
Premier League (WPL) 2027
window, Mandhana stressed
that the limited opportunities
are essential for establishing
the team's brand of cricket
and evaluating player roles.

Reflecting on her promo-
tion, Mandhana described the
captaincy as a massive per-
sonal honor and a profound
responsibility, noting that her
primary focus remains putting
the team first.

She also paid tribute to out-
going leader Harmanpreet
Kaur, praising her remarkable
legacy and emphasizing that
Kaur's seasoned experience
will be invaluable in mentor-
ing and grooming the younger
players entering the squad.

Furthermore, India is gear-
ing up to face Zimbabwe for
the very first time in interna-
tional cricket, kicking off with
a T20I series followed by
ODIs. Mandhana expressed
immense excitement about
welcoming new opponents
onto the international stage,
highlighting that facing fresh
teams brings a unique per-
spective, a different tactical
approach, and a renewed
sense of pure enjoyment to
the sport.

She concluded by noting
that the expansion of compet-
itive nations is exceptionally
beneficial for the global
growth of women's cricket
moving forward into a packed
and historic international cal-
endar.

Veteran seam bowler Bhuvneshwar
Kumar has officially been added to
India's squad as a cover for injured
left-arm quick Arshdeep Singh ahead
of the series-deciding fifth T20I
against the West Indies.

The high-stakes final fixture is
scheduled to take place at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Ben-
galuru on October 17, with the
five-match series currently
locked at 2-2. p

Arshdeep Singh sustained a
blow to his bowling shoulder
from a bouncer during the fourth
T20I encounter in Hyderabad.
Consequently, the young seamer Boot
was forced to retire hurt in '
the final over of the '

The Board of
Control for ¢

o

Bhuvneshwar joins India’s squad

Cricket in India (BCCI) confirmed
that a final decision regarding Arsh-
deep's availability for the series fina-
le will be made prior to the game,
depending entirely on his ongoing
physical recovery.

Meanwhile, Bhuvneshwar's
inclusion marks a notable re-
turn for the experienced
36-year-old pacer, who
was recently recalled to
the national setup for the
¥ upcoming T20I tour of
New Zealand. His strong
form and wicket-taking
consistency in domestic cir-
cuits have earned him this
latest opportunity to
reinforce In-
dia's pace
bowling
attack.

Vinicius Junior handed 4
match ban after red card

NAMMA METRO

extends match timings

To facilitate seamless travel
for cricket fans attending the
upcoming India versus West
Indies T20 international
match at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium, the Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (BMRCL) has announced
an extension of its train ser-
vices. On

The winger strained his relationship
with officials by claiming he faces
harsher on-pitch scrutiny and unfair bias.

hd

BENGALURU

Real Madrid star Vinicius Junior has
been handed a controversial four-
match suspension following a red
card for violent conduct during a
tense La Liga fixture. The Brazilian
forward will miss four crucial do-
mestic league matches, most notably
the upcoming El Clasico clash
against arch-rivals Barcelona.

The disciplinary committee issued
a two-match ban for a hair-pulling
incident involving an opponent,
along with an additional two match-
es for aggressive protesting against
match officials. The punishment im-
mediately ignited fierce debate
across Spanish football.

Vinicius expressed deep frustration
over the ruling, accusing referees and
league officials of deliberately target-
ing him. The winger claimed that he
faces harsher scrutiny and unfair bias

on the pitch compared to oth-
er players, further straining
his relationship with match
officials.

Meanwhile, Real Madrid
manager José¢ Mourinho
strongly criticized the timing
of the announcement. The
suspension was made public
just hours before their crucial
UEFA Champions League
fixture against AS Roma, a
maneuver Mourinho publicly
labeled as "shameless" and an
obvious attempt to destabilize
the squad ahead of critical games.

Club officials are preparing an ap-
peal, hoping to reduce the suspen-
sion so the star forward can return in
time for El Clasico. However, league
authorities stand firm on the deci-
sion, citing the severity of both the
on-field altercation and the subse-
quent dissent toward the refereeing
crew. The unfolding saga promises
to dominate sports headlines as Real
Madrid navigates a challenging
stretch of their domestic and Euro-
pean campaigns without one of their
most influential players.

match day, Namma Metro
operations will run until 1:30
am to accommodate crowds
leaving the venue late at
night. Additionally, authori-
ties have integrated two-way
Namma Metro QR codes di-
rectly into digital match tick-
ets, streamlining public transit
access for ticket
holders. Spectators
_ are encouraged to
utilize these QR
i8d codes for efficient
E1 travel home.

-
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Divija Paul wins bronze at
National Ranking Championship

NEW DELHI

India’s rising table tennis star
and top-ranked Under-13
player, Divija Paul, added an-
other prestigious accolade to
her growing career by bag-
ging the bronze
medal in the
U-13 girls' cate-

in 2023. Reflecting on her
performance, Paul expressed
pride in finishing on the podi-
um once again while ac-
knowledging areas for im-
provement.

She also highlighted the in-
valuable backing of
Adani Sportsline,
explaining how in-

gory at the Na-
tional Ranking
Table Tennis
Championship,
hosted in Panch-
kula from Octo-
ber 6 to 13.

Supported by
Adani Sport-
sline’s ‘Garv
Hai’ initiative,
the Assam-based
paddler continued her excep-
tional run of form on both
domestic and international
stages. Her recent achieve-
ments include a stellar gold
medal triumph in the U-13
individual category at the
WTT Youth Contender in
Puerto Princesa, Philippines,
as well as previous title victo-
ries at WTT events in Va-
dodara, Delhi, and Gand-
hidham.

Panchkula holds a special
place in Paul's heart, serving
as the venue where she
claimed her very first national
title in the U-11 division back

stitutional support
has eased major
hurdles regarding
high-quality equip-
ment, travel ex-
' penses, and proper
. physical condition-
ing.

A seventh-grade
student at Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangath-
an in Silchar, Paul
began playing the sport at age
six after watching her cousin
compete. Admiring Chinese
world-class star Sun Yingsha
for her stroke confidence, the
youngster refuses to slow
down.

She is already shifting her
focus toward upcoming fix-
tures, preparing to compete
at the WTT Youth Contender
in Chennai followed by the
National Ranking Champi-
onship in Jalandhar, keeping
her ultimate long-term ambi-
tion firmly set on winning
an Olympic gold medal for
India.

NEW DELHI

Manchester City enter Match-
week 7 of the 2026-27 Pre-
mier League season seeking a
historic seventh consecutive
victory when they host Ips-
wich Town at the Etihad Sta-
dium. Manager Enzo Maresca
has overseen a flawless start,
winning all six opening fix-
tures.

A win against Ipswich
would place City alongside
elite company as only the
third team in Premier League
history to triumph in their
opening seven matches of a
campaign, mirroring feats by
Chelsea (2005-06) and Liver-
pool (2019-20). Maresca
would also carve his name
into the record books as the
first manager to win his first
seven games in charge of a
specific club.

History heavily favors the
hosts. City dominated previ-
ous meetings during the 2024-
25 season, securing an aggre-
gate 10-1 scoreline across
both fixtures. Star striker Er-
ling Haaland remains a prima-
ry threat, having netted 20
goals in 21 appearances
against newly promoted sides.

Meanwhile, the weekend
features another blockbuster
encounter as Leeds United

Manchester City target seventh
straight win against Ipswich

host arch-rivals Manchester
United. Leeds aim to extend
their seven-match home un-
beaten streak and pull six
points clear of a struggling
United side. Erik ten Hag's
squad arrives searching for
defensive stability after col-
lecting just six points from six
games—their lowest tally at
this stage since 1986-87—de-
spite recording a league-high
125 shots.

Elsewhere, defending
champions Arsenal travel to
face Nottingham Forest, and
high-flying Brentford host
Liverpool. Everton welcome
Chelsea in a clash of resilient
early-season form, while As-
ton Villa manager Unai Em-
ery targets his milestone
100th Premier League victory
against Newcastle United. As
the autumn fixture list inten-
sifies, Matchweek 7 offers
critical opportunities for clubs
to reshape the early league
standings.
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