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Six dead in Rajasthan 

pilgrim accident

RSS leader’s kin shot 
dead in Ferozepur

JODHPUR
Six people lost their 

lives and 14 others were 
injured when a tempo 
carrying around 20 pil-
grims from Gujarat col-

lided with a trailer on 
National Highway 125 

early Sunday. The acci-
dent occurred near 
Khari Beri village in 

Jodhpur district. Three 
women died on the 

spot, while the remain-
ing three succumbed to 
injuries later; their bod-
ies are at Balesar hos-
pital mortuary. The in-
jured were rushed to a 
local hospital and then 
referred to MDM Hospi-

tal in Jodhpur for fur-
ther treatment. 

FEROZEPUR 
Naveen Arora, 32, grand-
son of senior RSS leader 

Dina Nath and son of Bal-
dev Raj Arora, was shot 

dead by two unidentified 
motorcycle-borne assail-
ants in Ferozepur. The in-

cident occurred near 
Budhwara Wala Mohalla 
as Naveen walked home 
from his dupatta shop. 
He was rushed to a pri-

vate hospital but was de-
clared dead on arrival. 

Police are reviewing 
CCTV footage to identify 

the attackers. The BJP 
criticized the AAP-led 

Punjab government, al-
leging a collapse of law 

and order and rising 
criminal impunity.

Nitish Kumar likely to take 
oath as Bihar CM this week

The new cabinet will include representatives from all 5 
partners of the NDA – the JD (U), BJP, LJP (R), HAM & RLM

PATNA

Nitish Kumar is likely to be 
sworn in as the Chief Minister 
of Bihar for the 10th time on 
November 19 or 20, depend-
ing on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s availability to at-
tend the ceremony. Top NDA 
sources confirmed that the 
swearing-in will be a grand 
event, attended by the PM, 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
several Union Ministers and 
BJP Chief Ministers.

Unlike previous oath-taking 
ceremonies, this one is ex-
pected to be held at Patna’s 
historic Gandhi Maidan in-
stead of Raj Bhavan, with dis-
cussions between JD (U) and 
BJP leaders in New Delhi fi-
nalising arrangements. Senior 

JD (U) leaders Sanjay Jha and 
Lallan Singh met Amit Shah 
to deliberate on power-shar-
ing, while Nitish has been in 
talks with NDA allies in Patna 
to finalise the Cabinet.

Sources in the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office said Nitish has 
convened a Cabinet meeting 
today to recommend dissolu-
tion of the 17th Bihar Legis-
lative Assembly. He will then 
submit his resignation to Gov-
ernor Arif Mohammad Khan 
before the new government is 
sworn in. With the Election 
Commission submitting the 
poll-related documents, the 
Model Code of Conduct end-
ed on Sunday, clearing the 
way for constituting the 18th 
Assembly. Current House’s 
term ends on November 22.

New Cabinet 
Composition

Total NDA strength: 
202 seats in 243- 

member Assembly
BJP	 89
JD(U)	 85
LJP (R)	 19
HAM	 5
RLM	 4

Likely distribution
BJP	 15 ministers
JD(U)	 14 ministers
LJP (R)	 3 ministers
HAM	 1 minister
RLM	 1 minister

Ministerial Formula: 
One minister for  
every six MLAs

The Nitish-led NDA 
government is 

expected to take shape 
mid-week, marking 
another significant 
chapter in Bihar’s 

political landscape.

Dy CM DK Shivakumar rejects 
rumours, pledges party commitment

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister and 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee (KPCC) President 
DK Shivakumar on Sunday 
firmly rejected rumours that 
he might resign from the par-
ty post, calling himself a loyal 
soldier of the Congress.

Speaking to reporters in 
Bengaluru, Shivakumar said, 
“I have worked day in and 
day out to build the party, and 
I will continue to do so. My 
mental, physical, and political 
health is fine. I have no inten-
tion of blackmailing the party 
or stepping down from the 

KPCC presidency.”
He added that his immedi-

ate focus is on strengthening 
the party across Karnataka. 
“We have to lay the founda-
tion stones for 100 new Con-
gress offices in the state. I am 
coordinating with leaders to 
finalize dates for the founda-
tion ceremonies. I am also 
preparing to release my 
b o o k  o n  G a n d h i 
Bharat and planning 
Congress’s foundation 
day celebrations,” he 
said.

Shivakumar empha-
sized that all these ef-
forts require his 

active leadership. “Who 
will do all this if I re-
sign? There is no need 
for me to step down. I 
will continue to work 
for the party as long as 

it wants me to,” 
he said.

When asked about discus-
sions on the Cabinet reshuffle, 
Shivakumar said those mat-
ters are the Chief Minister’s 
responsibility. 

“I will meet AICC Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge to 
finalize the foundation dates. 
I hope both Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi 
will lay the foundation stones 
before December 1, as the 
Parliament session starts,” he 
added.

Shivakumar also revealed 
that he is personally contrib-
uting Rs 2.3 crore to acquire 
sanction plans for the new 
Congress offices.

Shivakumar stated 
Cabinet reshuffle 

decisions rest with the 
Chief  Minister and plans 

to meet Mallikarjun 
Kharge to finalize 

foundation dates before 
December 1, hoping 
Rahul Gandhi joins.

NIA arrests key aide linked to blast
NEW DELHI

The Red Fort blast case has 
moved into a crucial stage as 
the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) arrested Amir 
Rashid Ali, a resident of Sam-
boora in Pampore. He was 
taken into custody in Delhi 
for helping arrange the car 
used in the deadly blast near 
Red Fort Metro Station on 
November 10. The attack 
killed 10 people and injured 
32. Investigators say the car 
was registered in Amir’s 
name, and forensic reports 
confirm that the man driving 
the explosive-filled vehicle 

was Dr. Umar Un Nabi, a 
young medical professional 
from Pulwama.

Officials revealed that 
Umar and Amir had been in 
touch for months, quietly 
planning the attack. The case 
has widened into a larger 
probe involving highly edu-
cated individuals. Agencies 

say a close group of doctors 
and academics had slowly ad-
opted extreme ideas over the 
last few years. Their activities 
included secret meetings in 
south Kashmir and a trip to 
Turkey in 2021. Investigators 
have already recovered more 
than 360 kg of chemicals, in-
cluding ammonium nitrate 
and sulphur, from makeshift 
stores around a Faridabad uni-
versity.

The case first began with 
police in Srinagar investigat-
ing extremist posters in Octo-
ber. CCTV footage led to ar-
rests that helped uncover links 
to the Delhi blast.

RSS march in Chittapur completed successfully
KALABURAGI

The much-awaited RSS Route 
March in Chittapur concluded 
successfully on Sunday, bring-
ing a month-long national 
spotlight to the town. The pro-
cession, held in the backdrop 
of the RSS 100th anniversary 
celebrations, saw workers 
hoist the saffron flag at the res-
idence of IT-BT Minister Pri-

yank Kharge.
The march began at Bajaj 

Kalyan Mantapa and passed 
through Ambedkar Circle, 
Basava Hospital, HDFC Bank 
Road, and Basaveshwara Cir-
cle before returning to Bajaj 
Kalyan Mantapa. As per the 
High Court order, 300 partici-
pants dressed in traditional at-
tire and 50 band players were 
allowed to take part. The pro-

cession covered 1.25 kilome-
ters and lasted approximately 
47 minutes, starting at 3:45 pm 
and concluding at 4:22 pm. 
Residents, including women 
and children, lined both sides 
of the streets, showering flow-
ers on the participants. The 
festive atmosphere created a 
colorful backdrop for the 
march and delighted those 
who came to witness it.

3 dead, 9 trapped 
in UP’s stone mine
SONBHADRA

Three workers lost their lives 
after a stone mine collapsed at 
Billi Markundi in Sonbhadra 
district, Uttar Pradesh, on Sat-
urday. Two of the deceased 
were found on Sunday, while 
one died immediately during 
the incident. The victims in-
cluded Raju Singh (30), a res-
ident of Panari village. 
Around 12 people were be-
lieved to be working at the 
mining site when the accident 
occurred, according to Uttar 
Pradesh Minister Sanjeev 
Gond, who visited the spot. 

R Ashok slams Siddaramaiah  
& Shivakumar’s politics

CHAMARAJANAGAR: Leader of Opposition  
R. Ashok mocked the political moves of Karnataka 

leaders in Chamarajanagar on Saturday. He said  
Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar has prayed to all 

gods to become Chief Minister but forgot Brahma,  
the god of destiny. Ashok added that Siddaramaiah, 

who “had not gone anywhere,” is now in Delhi, showing 
he can challenge even the party high command. 

Satish Jarkiholi Urges Clarity on Leadership
BELAGAVI: Karnataka Minister Satish Jarkiholi urged 
the Congress high command to clear confusion over 
party leadership in the State. Speaking on Sunday, he 
said his recent Delhi visit with KPCC general secretary 
Sunil Hanumannavar was not political, but related to 
Hanumannavar’s new role at NWKRTC. On rumors of 
his potential appointment as KPCC president, Jarkiholi 
said such decisions are up to the top brass. He stressed 
that Cabinet expansion and leadership matters are 
controlled by the party high command.
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City launches health check-ups for sanitation workers
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Central City 
Corporation has launched a 
special health check-up pro-
gramme for Pourakarmikas, 
Auto Tipper Drivers, and 
Loaders who work every day 
to keep the city clean and 
safe. The corporation said the 
aim of this initiative is to en-
sure that the workers who 
protect the city’s hygiene also 
receive proper care for their 
own health.

Additional Commissioner 
(Development) Daljit Kumar 

said that protecting the health 
of sanitation workers is the 
corporation’s top responsibil-
ity. He explained that these 
workers perform difficult 
tasks from early morning until 

late in the day, often facing 
dust, waste, and changing 
weather conditions. Because 
of this, regular and detailed 
health check-ups are essential.

To make the process easy 

and accessible, the corpora-
tion has arranged health 
screenings at 73 locations 
across the city. This includes 
45 Namma Clinics and 28 Ur-
ban Primary Health Centres, 
where medical teams began 
examinations early this  
morning. The programme 
covers general health tests, 
basic screenings, and guid-
ance for further treatment if 
required.

Kumar stressed that every 
sanitation worker—from 
street sweepers to auto tipper 
drivers and loaders—will re-

ceive complete medical atten-
tion. He added that caring for 
these frontline workers not 
only helps their wellbeing but 
also strengthens the city’s 
overall sanitation system.

The corporation stated that 
similar health initiatives will 
continue regularly so that 
workers remain healthy and 
supported while carrying out 
their important duties. The 
programme reflects Bengalu-
ru’s commitment to the peo-
ple who help keep the city 
clean, beautiful, and livable 
for everyone.

HEALTHY CITY KEEPERS

QUICK READ

Biker escapes  
robbery attempt  
on isolated road

Woman detained  
for dating  

app-related robbery

Music Conference 
urges schools to  

teach music

Bengaluru
A two-wheeler rider in 
Shanthinagar narrowly 
escaped a robbery at-

tempt on Church Road. 
Three men on another 

bike blocked his path and 
tried to snatch his money 

and mobile phone. The 
rider resisted, and the 

suspects fled, but the in-
cident was caught on 

CCTV. In a similar case 
near Yeshwanthpur rail-
way station, three armed 
men threatened a pedes-
trian with a machete and 
demanded money. When 
they noticed someone re-

cording the scene, they 
attempted to attack him 
before escaping after he 

shouted “police.” 
Ashokanagar police have 

registered cases and 
launched a search for the 

absconding suspects.

Bengaluru
A young woman who al-

legedly robbed money 
and gold from a man 

she met on a dating app 
was arrested by Indiran-

agar Police. The ac-
cused, Kavipriya, and her 

friend Harshavardhan 
were detained after Ta-
mil Nadu resident Avi-
nash complained. Avi-

nash, who stays in a PG 
in Nagasandra and 

works in a private firm, 
met Kavipriya two 

months ago on the Hap-
pen dating app. They 

met on November 1 for 
drinks at a restaurant. 

Police said she took him 
to a lodge, mixed drugs 

in his drink, and escaped 
with gold jewellery and 

`10,000 cash worth 
`6.80 lakh.

Bengaluru
At the 55th Music Con-

ference held by the Ben-
galuru Gayana Samaj, vi-

olin maestro L. Subra-
maniam urged schools 
to include classical mu-

sic in their curriculum. He 
said music strengthens a 

child’s mind, supports 
emotional growth and 
should be taught like in 
many foreign countries. 
The conference, which 
runs till November 23, 

also highlighted the 
need to give equal re-

spect to instrumentalists 
and singers. Conference 

President Padma Gu-
rudutt stressed the bond 

between teacher and 
student in shaping an 
artist. Gayana Samaj 

President M.R.V. Prasad 
said 900 children took 
part in music competi-

tions this year. Four 
young artists received 

the Yuva Kalaratna 
award.

Students oppose 15% NRI 
quota in govt medical colleges
Dr. Kariganur criticized the NRI quota, warning rising privatization harms medical 

education and urging its immediate withdrawal to protect public institutions
BENGALURU

Students and medical profes-
sionals gathered in Bengaluru 
on Sunday to demand the re-
moval of the 15 percent NRI 
quota in government medical 
colleges. The state-level con-
vention, held at Gandhi Bha-
van, was organized by the 
AIDSO, which strongly op-
posed the government’s 
move, saying it would com-
mercialize public medical ed-
ucation.

Former president of the 
Karnataka branch of the Indi-
an Medical Association, Dr. 
Madhusudan Kariganur, ques-
tioned the government’s deci-
sion, asking whether the state 
was “so bankrupt that it can-
not run its own medical col-

leges.” He said that medical 
education once focused on 
service, but increasing privat-
ization has turned the doc-
tor-patient relationship into a 
form of business. He said the 
NRI quota was another step 
toward privatizing public in-
stitutions and demanded that 
it be withdrawn immediately.

AIDSO All India Vice Pres-
ident Mridul Sarkar recalled 
that students in West Bengal 
had successfully protested a 
similar policy earlier. He said 
that when the quota was first 
implemented in Karnataka in 
2019, the student movement 
was stopped, but the policy 
has now returned. He urged 

students to unite again and 
oppose the move.

Sarkar added that the NEP-
2020 and the National Medi-
cal Commission policies in-
troduced by the central gov-
ernment promote commercial-
ization in medical education. 
He said fixing ₹25 lakh for 
each medical seat under the 
NRI quota was unfair and 
would push quality education 
further out of reach for com-
mon students.

Psychiatrist Dr. Shashidhar 
also addressed the gathering. 
The event was presided over 
by AIDSSO State Treasurer 
Subhash B.J. State Secretary 
Ajay Kamat, Vice Presidents 
Abhayadiwakar and Chan-
drakala, and other office bear-
ers were present.

CH NEWS

A recent meeting between 
members of the Karnataka 
Rakshana Vedike and Arch-
bishop Dr. Peter Machado has 
sparked strong reactions from 
several Catholic community 
leaders. The group had report-
edly asked the Archbishop to 
ensure that church prayers 
and services be offered only 
in Kannada. This request has 
led to concerns that such a 
rule may be forced on church-
es in the future.

In a firm statement, Roy 
Castellino, President of the 
Catholic Think Tank Commit-
tee and Public Relations Offi-
cer of the Mangalore Catholic 
Diocese, said that while the 
community respects Kannada, 
outsiders cannot decide the 
language used in their reli-
gious services. He explained 
that choosing the language of 
worship is a right of the com-
munity, not something to be 
dictated by others.

Kannada is the state’s offi-
cial and respected language, 
and there is no disagreement 
on that point. Still, Karnataka 

is home to lakhs of people 
whose mother tongues in-
clude Konkani, Tulu, Kodava, 
Beary, Lambani, and other 
regional languages. Castellino 
said every group has the right 
to preserve and develop its 
mother tongue while also 
honoring Kannada. The Con-
stitution supports this free-
dom, and governments have 
long offered assistance to dif-
ferent linguistic communities.

He also noted that religion 
has helped many languages 
survive. For example, Konkani 
has grown in Karnataka largely 
due to the Christian communi-
ty’s efforts. The state govern-
ment has also supported the 
language by establishing the 
Konkani Academy.

Kannada is the state’s 
official language, yet 

Karnataka hosts many 
linguistic groups. 

Castellino affirmed their 
right to preserve mother 
tongues while honoring 

Kannada, a freedom 
supported by the 

Constitution.

Over 40 participants, aged 8 to 70, walked 5 km in two hours, 
highlighting the need for safe, walkable streets

Project Walkalur urges clearing 
construction materials from footpath
BENGALURU

A routine footpath walk in 
Jayanagar turned into an urgent 
call for action after construction 
materials were found blocking 
public walkways at 10 different 
spots. Bengaluru South City Cor-
poration Commissioner Ramesh 
K. N. immediately instructed 
officials to clear these materials 
and ensure that building owners 
keep them within their property 
limits. He also directed staff to 
prevent such misuse of footpaths 
in the future.

This inspection took place 
during the third footpath walk 
organized under the Project 
Walkalur initiative, which aims 
to create safer and cleaner 
walking spaces for citizens. 
The walk was held successfully 
with strong public support.

More than 40 participants, 
including local residents, civic 
officials, municipal staff, and 
members of pedestrian welfare 
groups, joined the walk. Partic-
ipants covered about 5 km over 
two hours, with people aged 8 
to 70 taking part. Their pres-
ence highlighted the impor-

tance of walkable streets for 
citizens of all ages.

The route covered major 
areas such as 11th Main 
Road, Aurobindo Marg, 10th 
Main Road, Marehalli Main 
Road, and the surroundings of 
the busy Jayanagar Shopping 
Complex. The walk ended 
near Shalini Maidan, stretch-

ing across Jayanagar’s 4th 
and 5th Block.

A total of 22 obstacles were 
reported, with construction 
materials being the most com-
mon issue. Civic officials 
confirmed that these will be 
removed immediately, ensur-
ing safer and smoother paths 
for all pedestrians.

The main purpose of the walk was to identify barriers  
on the footpath. Several issues were documented

3
Garbage or 

waste spots

5
Damaged 

footpath slabs

2
Cars parked 

on footpaths

10
Building materials 
blocking the way

2
Shop  

encroachments

Sansad Khel Mahotsav promotes sports, fitness
BENGALURU

The Sansad Khel Mahotsav, 
an energetic sports festival 
under the national Fit India 
and Fit Youth for a Developed 
Ind ia  campa igns ,  was 
launched on Sunday in the 
Bengaluru North Lok Sabha 
constituency. The programme 
aims to build a stronger sports 
culture among people of all 
ages while encouraging 
healthy lifestyles across com-
munities.

The event, which runs from 
September 27 to December 
25, 2025, has been organized 
by the office of Union Minis-
ter of State for Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises and 
Labour and Employment, and 
Member of Parliament for 
Bengaluru North, Sushri 
Shobha Karandlaje.

During the inaugural pro-

gramme, the minister shared 
the Prime Minister’s vision of 
taking sports to the grassroots 
level. She said that when 
sports reach local neighbour-
hoods, more children and 
young people get opportuni-
ties to discover their abilities. 
She added that the strong par-
ticipation of senior citizens in 
today’s event shows the com-
munity’s growing interest in 
maintaining good health and 
staying active. Their enthusi-

asm, she noted, sends a pow-
erful message to the younger 
generation. Sushri Shobha 
also explained that the goal of 
the Sansad Khel Mahotsav is 
not only to promote fitness 
but also to identify and sup-
port local sporting talent. She 
said that such efforts will help 
motivate young people to 
contribute to building a devel-
oped and confident India.

More than 16 teams took 
part in various sports compe-

titions, including a lively vol-
leyball match held at the MEI 
Ground in Peenya, located in 
the Dasarahalli constituency. 
The event saw participation 
from MLA Muniraju, offi-
cials, local dignitaries, and 
many enthusiastic citizens.

The festival aims to contin-
ue engaging communities 
over the coming weeks, 
bringing people together 
through sports, teamwork, 
and healthy competition.

Kengeri temples 
to get major 
development 

boost
BENGALURU

MLA S.T. Somashekar an-
nounced plans to develop 
temples in Kengeri, empha-
sizing their historical and cul-
tural significance. He made 
the statement while inaugurat-
ing a 250 KVA power trans-
former to ensure a continuous 
electricity supply to Kengeri 
Kote Maramma Temple, 
Someshwara ,  Anjaneya 
Swamy, and Gramdevate Yel-
lamma temples in the Yesh-
wantpur assembly constituen-
cy.

Speaking at the event, So-
mashekar said, “These ancient 
temples, built by our elders, 
are symbols of our culture. 
People of all castes, religions, 
and communities come to-
gether here to celebrate reli-
gious rituals, fairs, and festi-
vals with great enthusiasm.”

He added that efforts are 
being made to address power 
issues in the temples and im-
prove essential facilities such 
as drinking water, proper tem-
ple compounds, construction, 
and cleanliness. “Priority is 
being given to ensure that 
these temples continue to 
serve the community without 
any inconvenience,” he said.

Walkathon spreads hope 
for cancer prevention

BENGALURU

A cancer awareness walk-
athon was held in Bengaluru 
on Sunday by Neuberg Anand 
to spread simple, clear mes-
sages about early detection, 
healthy choices, and regular 
screening. The event brought 
together more than 500 peo-
ple, including cancer survi-
vors, doctors, medical stu-
dents, lab professionals, part-
ner groups, and residents 
from many parts of the city. 
All of them walked with mes-
sages of hope and support for 
those fighting cancer.

The walk began at the Neu-
berg Anand Reference Labo-
ratory in Shivajinagar. It was 
flagged off by Sri Devaraju, 
IPS, DCP of the East Divi-
sion. Senior leaders from 

Neuberg Diagnostics, includ-
ing Dr. Sujay Prasad and Ms. 
Aishwarya Vasudevan, also 
joined the event. Participants 
carried placards with simple 
reminders like “Early Detec-
tion Saves Lives” and “To-
gether We Can.”

Karnataka continues to face 
a heavy cancer burden, with 
about 87,000 new cases every 
year and more than 230,000 
people currently living with 
cancer. This highlights the 
need for awareness pro-
grammes that encourage early 
checks and healthier daily 
habits. Speaking at the event, 
Dr. Sujay Prasad said the 
walkathon was a way to 
honour survivors and care-
givers, as well as the medi-
cal teams who work daily to 
treat cancer.

KSHRC to support victims 
through district sittings

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Human 
Rights Commission, formed 
under the Human Rights Pro-
tection Act of 1993, has an-
nounced a special plan to as-
sist people facing human 
rights violations. The Com-
mission will hold sittings in 
Shivamogga and Davangere 
districts from November 18 to 
20, 2025, giving citizens a di-
rect chance to present their 
cases and seek timely help.

According to officials, the 
goal of these sittings is to re-

solve, review, and take action 
on complaints already regis-
tered from both districts. By 
conducting hearings locally, 
the Commission aims to make 
the process easier and more 
accessible for affected individ-
uals who often face challenges 
in travelling long distances. 
People who have filed com-
plaints, as well as the con-
cerned government authorities, 
have been encouraged to take 
full advantage of this opportu-
nity. The Commission will 
hear each side, examine evi-
dence, and make decisions.

Bengaluru begins action 
against garbage burning

BENGALURU

Bengaluru Solid Waste Man-
agement Limited (BSWML) 
has decided to take strong legal 
action against people who burn 
garbage in the city. Officials 
said this move follows the di-
rections of Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar, who asked authorities to 
strictly enforce waste rules.

BSWML Chief Executive 
Officer Karee Gowda said en-
gineers, marshals, and Junior 
Health Inspectors will now 

have the power to file crimi-
nal cases. He explained that 
burning garbage causes seri-
ous air pollution and that all 
waste, once segregated, is sup-
posed to go to processing 
plants where it is safely han-
dled or used to generate power.

To begin the crackdown, 
BSWML will file a few cases 
in the coming days. Action 
will be taken under the Solid 
Waste Management Rules, 
2016, the Environment Pro-
tection Act, 1986, and Sec-
tion 19(5) of the Air Pollu-
tion Act, 1981.

Catholic leaders 
defend freedom in 

language choice
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Children’s Day brightened by teacher’s thoughtful gift
BIDAR

 
In a heartwarming gesture this 
Children’s Day, teacher Nan-
dini Moktedar brought smiles 
to the faces of her students at 
the Government Senior Pri-
mary School in Mustafapur 
village, Aurad taluk, Bidar 
district. She gifted school 
bags and geometry boxes to 
children from classes 1 to 7, 
making the day special for 
both students and their par-
ents.

Nandini, an associate teach-
er at the school, believes that 
giving knowledge and educa-
tion is the greatest gift. Her 
thoughtful action has made 
her a favorite among students 

and earned appreciation from 
parents and officials alike. 
“The young children in the 
school used to carry books in 
plastic bags. I wanted to give 

them something small this 
Children’s Day and also pro-
vide geometry boxes for older 
students who didn’t have 
them,” Nandini said.

Parents Raghunath, Sriman-
gale, and Lakshman praised 
her dedication, saying her 
constant follow-ups with ab-
sent students and encourage-
ment for daily studies are 
changing their children for the 
better.

Nandini’s journey in teach-
ing began after she completed 
her post-graduation in Kanna-
da. She first worked at Basava 
Gurukul under the Bhalki 
Hiremath Sansthan. In 2023, 
she secured the third rank in 
the district teacher recruit-
ment exam and was appointed 
at Mustafapur Government 
School. Since then, she has 
focused on the overall growth 
of her students, involving par-

ents and maintaining close 
communication when children 
are absent. On the occasion, a 
special parent-teacher meet-
ing was held where Tehsildar 
Mahesh Patil distributed the 
gifts. Other dignitaries present 
included Assistant Director 
Bic Yoo Dhullappa Malenura, 
CRC Sudhakar, Taluk Jour-
nalists Association President 
Shivanand Moktedar, Head-
master Kiran Kumar, and sev-
eral teachers and parents.

“Seeing the children happy 
with their new bags and ge-
ometry boxes is very fulfill-
ing. Such small gestures en-
courage students to study and 
take pride in learning,” Ma-
hesh Patil said.

KINDNESS FILLS CLASSROOMS
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Moving car 

catches fire, sparks 
panic

Tragic 
car-bike crash kills 

two youths

Karthi Ka Deepotsava 
to feature silver 
mask unveiling

Kalaburagi
A moving car caught fire 
near Kannada Bhavan, 

close to Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel Circle in Kalabu-

ragi, causing panic. The 
Tata Safari, owned by lo-
cal resident Rahul Gutte-

dar, overheated while 
driving, igniting flames 

from its engine. Quick ac-
tion by Rahul and passen-

gers, including women 
and children, ensured 

everyone was safely evac-
uated before the fire 

spread. The city fire bri-
gade, led by Ramesh Ku-

mar, Honnappa, Subhash, 
Shankarlinga, Shashi Ku-
mar, Pradeepa, Maulasab, 
and Ashif, arrived prompt-

ly and extinguished the 
blaze. Authorities are in-
vestigating the incident 

and have urged drivers to 
regularly check their vehi-
cle engines to avoid such 

dangerous situations.

Kamalapur
A fatal car-bike collision in 

Kamalapur, Kalaburagi, 
claimed the lives of two 

young men. Akash Cham 
Drakam, 19, from Sir-
agapura, and Sushil 

Mallikarju, 28, from Bhu-
sanagi, were riding a Bajaj 
NS bike toward Mahagam 
V Cross when a car head-
ing to Kalaburagi collided 
head-on with them near 
Cross Raja Dhaba. Akash 

died instantly, while Sush-
il was rushed to the hos-

pital but could not be 
saved. Local police, in-
cluding PSI Basavaraj 

Chittako, Sibbam D Kis-
han Jadhav, and Rajashe 
Khar, responded quickly 

and are investigating. Au-
thorities urge drivers and 
riders to stay cautious to 
prevent such tragedies.

Raichur
The Diddibasave Swara-
murthy Silver Mask will 
be installed today (No-
vember 17), coinciding 

with the Karthi Ka Dee-
potsava festival, an-

nounced Vee Rabhad-
rayya Swami Attanur, 

President of Diddibasave 
Swara Devasthan Trust. 
The day will begin at 5 

a.m. with Rudrabhishek 
and other traditional pu-
jas led by the Shivachar-
ya of Attanur-Raichur. At 

4 p.m., a grand palan-
quin procession of Did-
dibasa will move from 

Mawarpe to Hire Matha 
temple, accompanied by 

music and devotees. 
Evening celebrations at 

6:30 p.m. will feature 
Karthika Deepotsava, 

music, and comedy pro-
grams. Religious leaders, 
politicians, and commu-

nity members are ex-
pected to attend this 
culturally significant 

event.

Sugar mills agree to 
pay farmers quickly

KALABURAGI
 

In a major relief for farmers, 
all five sugar mills in Kalabu-
ragi district and one in Yadgir 
district have agreed to pay 
₹2,950 per tonne of sugarcane 
within 14 days of procure-
ment. This was announced by 
Minister for Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj and 
Kalaburagi district in-charge 
Priyank Kharge at a press 
conference on Sunday.

Minister Kharge said the 
Chief Minister had held mul-
tiple discussions with sugar 
factory owners before finaliz-
ing the cane price to protect 
farmers’ interests. “We dis-
cussed the issue with the fac-
tory management as well. 
They have agreed to pay the 
fixed price of ₹2,950 per 
tonne,” he stated.

The announcement comes 
after heavy rains in August 
and September, which record-
ed 69% and 63% excess rain-
fall, caused widespread crop 

damage. According to a joint 
survey conducted by the Ag-
riculture, Horticulture, and 
Revenue Departments under 
NDRF guidelines, crop loss 
was reported over 3,24,205 
hectares. The details of affect-
ed farmers have been upload-
ed to the PARIHARA soft-
ware. A total of 3,26,183 
farmers will receive ₹250.97 
crore as compensation, which 
will be credited to their bank 
accounts within three to four 
days. Under the crop insur-
ance scheme, ₹243.41 crore 
has  been  approved  as 
Mid-Season Adversity com-

pensation for 2,67,560 farm-
ers whose cotton, red gram, 
sunflower, and turmeric crops 
were affected. Additionally, 
22,385 farmers who reported 
loss in black gram, green 
gram, soybean, and other 
crops will receive ₹8.79 crore.

On other matters, Kharge 
said fixing Fair and Remuner-
ative Price (FRP) and Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) is 
the responsibility of the 
Union government. He also 
commented on the RSS route 
march in Chittapur, saying it 
followed court directions and 
administrative conditions. He 
added that unregistered orga-
nizations collecting funds 
should come under audit.

Kharge further touched on 
the Bihar elections and local 
irregularities, promising to 
share documents regarding 
alleged mismanagement of 
KKRDB funds when the BJP 
was in power, and criticized 
selective actions of the Elec-
tion Commission.

All five Kalaburagi and one Yadgir sugar mills will pay 
`2,950 per tonne within 14 days, confirmed Kharge

Bidar gears up for Vachana 
Sahityotsava celebration

BHALKI
 

Vachanamruta Kannada Sang-
ha Bidar has invited Bhalkish-
ree Nadoja Dr. Basavalinga 
Pattaddeva to attend the 
Vachana Sahityotsava 2025, 
scheduled to be held on No-
vember 22 and 23 at the Dr. 
Channabasava Pattaddeva 
Theatre in Bidar.

Prof. Sidramappa Masi-
made, President of Vachana-
mruta Kannada Sangha Bidar, 
personally extended the invi-
tation, urging the esteemed 
Bhalkishree to grace the two-
day festival. “We hope their 
presence will inspire partici-
pants and make the programs 
successful,” he said.

The Vachana Sahityotsava 
will feature a variety of 
events, including poetry con-
certs, literary performances, 
and a felicitation ceremony to 
honor achievers in literature 
and culture. The organizers 
have expressed their desire 
for Bhalkishree and other dis-
tinguished guests from Bhalki 

to witness the full array of 
programs during the festival.

The invitation ceremony 
was attended by several 
prominent figures, including 

former Kasapa Taluk Presi-
dent Virashetti Bavuge, writer 
Raju Zubare, and notable per-
sonalities Kalyanrao Ho-
sakhande, Srikanth Biradara, 
and Babu Beldara.

Prof. Masimade empha-
sized that the festival aims to 
celebrate Kannada literature 
and its rich traditions, bring-
ing together writers, poets, 
and literary enthusiasts for a 
vibrant cultural exchange. 
The organizers are confident 
that the presence of Bhalkish-
ree will add prestige and en-
couragement to the event.

The Vachana 
Sahityotsava will 
showcase poetry 
concerts, literary 

performances, and a 
felicitation ceremony, 

with organizers inviting 
Bhalkishree and 

distinguished Bhalki 
guests to attend fully.

Golden crowns shine during 
spiritual celebration

Swamijis emphasized that spiritual growth needs Sadguru’s grace, divine 
support, wisdom, scriptures, and Shivakumara Swamiji’s righteous guidance

BIDAR
 

The five-day 82nd Jayanti 
Mahotsav of Siddharudha 
Mutt’s revered head, Dr. Shi-
vakumara Swamiji, began in 
Bidar with grand celebrations, 
devotional songs, and large 
gatherings of followers. Dev-
otees from many places ar-
rived with great excitement to 
take part in sermons and reli-
gious activities held through-
out the day.

At the end of the event, 
devotees performed a special 
ritual where Swamiji was 
symbolically weighed with 
coins. He was then adorned 
with a golden crown and seat-
ed on a royal throne. Monks 
of the mutt sang the tradition-
al Jogula Padda and offered 
heartfelt blessings to every-
one present.

Addressing the gathering, 
Dr. Shivakumara Swamiji re-
minded devotees that worldly 
things like land, houses, and 
possessions must eventually 

be left behind. He said that 
only good deeds and devotion 
travel with a person. Those 
who surrender completely to 
the Sadguru, he added, will 
find true liberation. He 
thanked the devotees for their 
deep faith, saying this trust 
brings everyone closer to the 
Guru.

Muchalambada Panavanan-
da Swamiji noted that spiritu-
al growth requires the grace 
of the Sadguru, divine sup-
port, inner wisdom, and guid-
ance from scriptures. Manju-
natha Swamiji of Gosai Math, 
Bengaluru, described Shiva-
kumara Swamiji as a divine 

soul who took birth 82 years 
ago to guide people toward a 
righteous path.

Several spiritual leaders 
and devotees from Kalabura-
gi, Nagpur, Hubli, and other 
regions attended. Many re-
spected figures, including 
board members, administra-
tors, businessmen, and com-
munity leaders, also took part 
in the celebrations.

The program was conduct-
ed by Sadhak Vinayak. Over 
the five days, Ashwini and 
Prince Hiremath offered mu-
sical service, adding a serene 
and devotional atmosphere to 
the entire celebration.

New medical equipment boosts care for mothers, children
YADGIR 

 
The Mother and Child Hospi-
tal in Yadgir is set to receive a 
major upgrade as Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited (BEL) has an-
nounced support worth ₹5 
crore under its CSR fund. This 
initiative aims to strengthen 
the hospital’s medical facilities 
and improve emergency care 
for mothers and newborns.

BEL has agreed to provide 
modern, state-of-the-art equip-
ment to both the Maternity 
Intensive Care Unit (MICU) 
and the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) of the hos-

pital, which operates under the 
Indian Institute of Medical 
Sciences. Officials have al-
ready shared the detailed list 
of equipment that will be sup-
plied. The building, once the 
old District Public Hospital, 
has recently been converted 
into a dedicated Mother and 
Child Hospital. Renovation 
work worth ₹1.50 crore is cur-
rently underway. While repairs 
continue, the addition of ad-
vanced medical equipment 
will help the hospital function 
more efficiently in the coming 
months. Until now, patients 
facing serious maternal or 

child health emergencies were 
often taken to Raichur’s 
RIMS, Kalaburagi’s GIMS, or 
private hospitals. With BEL’s 
support, Yadgir will soon be 
able to offer advanced care lo-
cally, reducing travel and sav-
ing precious time.

BEL will supply critical 
ICU equipment including an 
air compressor, ICU ventilator 
with nebulizer, paramonitors, 
infusion pumps, syringe 
pumps, a 12-lead ECG ma-
chine, ABG machine, portable 
ultrasound unit, portable 
X-ray, transport ventilator, vid-
eolaryngoscope, and a photon 

Doppler series. These ma-
chines will help doctors treat 
complicated cases more effec-
tively. In addition to medical 
devices, BEL will also provide 
10 ICU beds, air beds, ICU 
trolleys, a wheelchair, blood 
warmer, water bed, hot air 
blower, cardiac ICU tables, a 
refrigerator, computer, scan-
ner, and printer to support 
smooth hospital operations.

The hospital’s management 
hopes this upgrade will trans-
form local healthcare and offer 
mothers and children the 
high-quality treatment they 
deserve.

Gyan Sudha Vidyalaya 
celebrates Children’s Day
BIDAR

 
Children’s Day was cele-
brated with much enthusi-
asm at Gyan Sudha Vidya-
laya, one of Bidar’s promi-
nent educational institu-
tions. The school organized 
a vibrant fancy dress com-
petition for children from 
Play School, Nursery, 
L.K.G., and U.K.G., with 
parents joining in to make 
the event lively and color-
ful. Young students show-
cased their creativity by 
dressing up as a variety of 
characters, including Gauri, 
Ganesh, Yashoda, Krishna, 
Jijamata, Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj, Kittur Rani 
Chennamma, Mother Tere-
sa, Sangolli Rayanna, and 
Indira Gandhi. Other cos-
tumes reflected professions 
and social messages such 
as doctors, nurses, lawyers, 
pilots, farmers, traffic sig-
nals, environmental themes 
like “Save Trees,” and 
modern concepts like social 
media. The children’s per-

formances and costumes 
brought smiles and excite-
ment to everyone present.

The function was inaugu-
rated by Zilla Panchayat 
CEO Dr. Girish Badole, 
who appreciated the cre-
ativity and enthusiasm of 
the students. Dr. Purnima 
George, President of the or-
ganization, presided over 
the event, highlighting the 
importance of nurturing tal-
ent and confidence in 
young learners.

Other dignitaries present 
included Dr. Muneshwar 
Lakha, Director of Ruksar 
Tabbam Institute, Head-
master Sunita Swamy, Vice 
Principal Kalpana Modi, 
and supervisors Rajani, 
Saigeetha, Wasima, Megha-
na, and Kaveri.

The celebration offered 
students a platform to ex-
plore their imagination 
while involving parents in 
a fun and educational way, 
leaving lasting memories 
for children and families 
alike.

Shahu Maharaj remembered 
as strong cultural leader

KALABURAGI
 

A symposium held at Gulbar-
ga University highlighted the 
powerful social and cultural 
work of Rajashree Shahu Ma-
haraj, describing him as a pi-
oneer of social democracy 
and a guiding force for equal-
ity. Legislative Council mem-
ber F.H. Jakkappa, who inau-
gurated the event at the Hari-
har Sabha Hall, said Shahu 
Maharaj’s ideas on uplifting 
lower castes and untouch-
ables remain valuable even 
today. He stressed that the 
h i s t o r y  a n d 
thoughts of Shahu 
Maharaj should be 
shared widely and 
urged the Central 
Government to 
recognize him as a 
national cultural 
leader.

The event, titled 
“Maratha Royal Families and 
the Socio-Political Thoughts 
of King Shahu Maharaj,” was 
jointly organized by the Insti-
tute of Kannada Studies and 
the Karnataka Maratha Com-
munities Development Cor-
poration. Retired Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof. Mallepuram G. 
Venkatesa said that both Sha-
hu Maharaj and Shivaji Ma-
haraj believed in developing 
themselves while also helping 
others grow, reflecting a spir-
it of collective progress.

Corporation Chairman G.H. 
Mario Ji Rao spoke about the 

challenges faced by the 
Maratha community, calling it 
one of the most backward 
groups in the state. 

He noted that the Congress 
government has allocated 
₹187 crore for their welfare 
and encouraged the commu-
nity to use education as a tool 
for empowerment and ad-
vancement.

G u l b a rg a  U n i v e r s i t y 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Shashi-
kant S. Udikeri, who presided 
over the event, emphasized 
that language, literature, dra-
ma, cinema, and art play a 

vital role in shap-
ing society, and 
universities must 
work to preserve 
and promote these 
forms.

Prof. H.T. Pothe, 
Director of the In-
stitute of Kannada 
Studies, delivered 

the opening remarks and re-
called Shahu Maharaj’s early 
reforms, including the imple-
mentation of Mesalati in 
1902.

During the programme, the 
Corporation proposed award-
ing gold medals to students 
who excelled in Kannada and 
Pali studies. Chairman Mario 
Ji Rao accepted the sugges-
tion. Registrar Prof. Ramesh 
Lamdankar, Dinkar More, 
faculty members, and students 
attended the event. The sym-
posium included three discus-
sion panels.

Govt teacher 
suspended over 

misconduct, 
poor teaching

KALABURAGI
 

In Gour village of Bidar dis-
trict, a government high 
school teacher has been sus-
pended following complaints 
of poor teaching and miscon-
duct. Sridevi Chirade, who 
has been teaching Social Sci-
ence at the Government High 
School in Gour for the past 12 
years, is facing disciplinary 
action for her behavior and 
professional lapses.

Deputy Director of Public 
Instruction (Administration) 
Suresh H.G. issued the sus-
pension order after villagers 
and school authorities raised 
concerns about her ineffective 
teaching methods. Despite re-
peated complaints from par-
ents and local residents to the 
headmaster and higher offi-
cials, no action had been tak-
en for several years. Recently, 
Shantaveerayya Komare, 
president of the School De-
velopment and Monitoring 
Committee (SDMC), lodged 
a formal complaint, citing in-
stances where the teacher in-
sulted villagers and officials 
and behaved inappropriately. 
Following this, the Basa-
vakalyan Block Education 
Officer was directed to con-
duct a detailed inquiry.
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‘Club Culmination’ celebrated at Narayana e-Techno
TUMAKURU

Narayana e-Techno School 
hosted a vibrant and multidi-
mensional ‘Club Culmination 
2025’ on Friday, transforming 
its campus into a hub of cre-
ativity, innovation and experi-
ential learning. The event fea-
tured an impressive display of 
students’ talents across art, 
science, technology, commu-
nication and entrepreneurship, 
earning enthusiastic apprecia-
tion from parents, teachers 
and invited guests.

Chief Guest Sri Niyukta V. 
R. Ela Eno Mambunath, Se-
nior Scientist (Toxicology), 
praised the young participants 
for their diverse skills. “Art, 
knowledge, science, technol-

ogy and innovative thinking 
are blossoming together under 
one roof,” he said, commend-
ing the school’s efforts to fos-
ter holistic development.

Explaining the foundation 
of the club initiative, Dr. 
S indhoora ,  Di rec to r  – 

Narayana Group of Schools, 
said the concept grew from a 
single question: how to cre-
ate spaces where students 
learn beyond textbooks. 
“Through these clubs, stu-
dents are encouraged to cre-
ate, experiment, collaborate 

and express,” she said.
The school has established 

four key clubs — Pixel Pal-
ette (Digital Creativity), Syn-
ergy X (STEM & Aerospace), 
Idea Vault (Entrepreneurship 
& Innovation) and Global 
Vox (Public Discourse & Di-
plomacy) — each designed to 
enhance creativity, critical 
thinking, communication and 
innovation. Over recent 
months, classrooms evolved 
into design studios, discussion 
forums and innovation labs.

Principal Mrs. Priyanka 
shared that students who were 
once hesitant now confidently 
present ideas, build models 
and lead projects. She noted 
that, for the first time in Kar-
nataka, nearly 13,000 students 

are showcasing their progress 
through this culmination. 
“What began as a small initia-
tive has become a movement 
celebrating creativity and ac-
ademic excellence,” she said.

The school extended grati-
tude to its academic team, 
club trainers, R&D depart-
ment, teachers and parents for 
their support. Addressing stu-
dents, Dr. Sindhoora added, 
“You dreamed it, you did it, 
and today you dazzled.” She 
emphasized that Term-2 will 
bring even more hands-on 
learning opportunities. Club 
Culmination 2025 marks a 
significant milestone in 
Narayana’s journey toward 
experiential and future-ready 
learning.

CREATIVITY TAKES CENTERSTAGE

QUICK READ
Hubballi police shoot 

murder suspects 
during escape bid

Ullal hosts
 district-level

 youth festival

Hubballi
Hubballi police opened 
fire on two murder sus-
pects who allegedly at-
tacked an inspector and 
tried to flee while being 

taken to identify hideouts 
of other accused. The 

suspects — Balaraj alias 
Bangara Balya and Mo-
hammad Sheikh — are 

prime accused in the bru-
tal November 13 murder 

of Mohammad Mallik Jan 
on Mantur Road, where 

he was stabbed to death. 
Both men are known as-

sociates of the Shyam Ja-
dav gang, which has been 
involved in frequent gang 

wars with the MD 
Dawood group. During the 

spot inspection, the duo 
reportedly assaulted the 

police team and attempt-
ed to escape, prompting 
officers to fire in self-de-
fense, injuring both in the 

leg. Inspector S.R. Naik 
and constables Noor Ah-
mad Neelagaar and Cha-
luvadi sustained injuries 

and were admitted to 
KIMS Hospital.

Ullal
The district administra-
tion of Dakshina Kanna-
da, in collaboration with 
the District Youth Em-

powerment and Sports 
Department, My Bharat 

Dakshina Kannada, Yuva 
Janokoota, Konaje Gram 
Panchayat, Samarpana 

Parivar Service Trust (R), 
Mangalore, and other or-

ganizations, organized the 
district-level Youth Festi-

val at Asai Goli Private 
Hall. The event was inau-
gurated by Taranath Gatti, 
President of the Tulu Sah-
itya Academy, with Gee-
tha Damodar, President 

of Konaje Gram 
Panchayat, presiding. Key 
dignitaries included Umar 
Y. H., President of the Ber-
ry Academy; Shahid T.K. 
Tekkil, Chairman of Kar-
nataka State Minimum 

Wage Advisory Commit-
tee; Ravindra Rai Kalli-

maar, President of Bunts 
Association Ullal; A.K. Ab-
dul Rahman Kodijal, Pres-

ident of Mangala Rural 
Youth Association; Abdul 
Razak, President of Lions 

Club Kudla; and other     
officials.

Birsa Munda was a great leader 
of the tribal communities: MLC  

Birsa Munda,  tribal leader, emerged as a political activist for his community
MYSURU

Birsa Munda was a great 
leader of the tribal communi-
ties and he emerged both as a 
political leader and as a spiri-
tual guide, said Legislative 
Council Member C.N. Manje-
gowda.

He spoke after inaugurating 
the programme by lighting the 
lamp and offering floral trib-
utes to the portrait of Birsa 
Munda, during the celebration 
of the 150th Birth Anniversa-
ry of Bhagwan Shri Birsa 
Munda and the Prime Minis-
ter’s Janjatiya Adivasi Nyaya 
Maha Gaurav Divas Abhiyan, 
organised jointly by the Kar-
nataka State Tribal Research 
Institute, Mysuru District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat 
and the Department of Sched-

uled Tribes Welfare at the 
Karnataka State Tribal Re-
search Institute in Mysuru.

He said that the govern-
ment has taken up the con-
struction of 33 multipurpose 
buildings for the development 
of tribal communities, of 
which four buildings have 
been completed. The pro-

gramme was inaugurated with 
the dedication of these newly 
completed buildings.

MLC said that Birsa Mun-
da fought against the British 
as early as 1898 and stood up 
for the rights of the tribal 
communities even in those 
times. His contribution to the 
tribal population is immense. 

The present generation must 
study more about him, and it 
is for this reason that both the 
Central and State Govern-
ments are celebrating his birth 
anniversary today.

Manjegowda said that the 
government has implemented 
many schemes for the tribal 
communities, but efforts 
should be made to ensure 
these schemes reach them. 
Even today, they face several 
challenges. Both the Central 
and State Governments must 
introduce more programmes 
to address these issues. Offi-
cials must create awareness 
among tribal people about the 
schemes available to them. 
All tribal communities should 
make full use of the benefits 
provided by the government, 
he said.

Aerospace engineering 
students arrested for 

burglaries 
CHIKKABALLAPUR 

Chikkaballapur police have 
arrested two aerospace engi-
neering students who alleged-
ly turned to house burglary to 
finance their leisure activities 
on campus. The accused, 
Chetan and Abhishek, are stu-
dents at a reputed engineering 
college in Bengaluru and had 
reportedly become close 
friends after enrolling in the 
same programme.

According to police, Chetan 
is a resident of Chamarajpet 
in Chikkaballapura city, while 
Abhishek hails from Mandya 
district. Both students were 
keen on indulging in enter-
tainment and outings with 
their friends, but lacked the 
money to support their plans. 
In search of quick cash, they 
devised a plan to steal from 
houses located near Chetan’s 
residence. Their first target 
was the home of Vinuta, a 
schoolteacher in Chamarajpet. 
Taking advantage of the fam-
ily’s absence, the duo broke 
into the house and stole gold 
jewellery worth approximate-
ly ₹6.25 lakh. Emboldened by 
their success, they soon at-
tempted another burglary in 
the same locality. This time, 
they entered the residence of 

a woman named Shanthamma 
and escaped with ₹85,000 in 
cash along with additional 
gold ornaments.

Police said the students 
used the stolen money for 
outings, entertainment, and 
personal expenses, believing 
they would not be suspected 
due to their academic back-
ground. However, following 
complaints from the victims 
and subsequent investigation, 
Chikkaballapura police iden-
tified the suspects and appre-
hended both of them.

The arrests have shocked 
locals as well as college au-
thorities, who were unaware 
of the students’ involvement 
in criminal activities. After 
interrogation, the two have 
been remanded to judicial 
custody. Police have also re-
covered a substantial portion 
of the stolen valuables.

Two aerospace 
engineering students 

were arrested in 
Chikkaballapur for 
burglarising homes 

near their 
neighbourhood to fund 

leisure activities and 
college entertainment

NDA alliance to hold massive 
farmer protest in Ranebennur

HAVERI

Former MLA Arunkumar Poo-
jara announced that a large-
scale protest has been sched-
uled in Ranebennur on No-
vember 17 under the banner of 
the NDA alliance, including 
BJP, JDS, Raitha Morcha, and 
various farmer organizations, 
condemning the anti-farmer 
policies of the Congress-led 
state government.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the BJP office, Pooja-
ra said the protest march will 
begin at HESCOM Vinayak 
Temple and proceed through 

the bus stand, Court Circle, 
Kurabageri Cross, and Old 
P.B. Road. The demonstrators 
will demand the opening of 
procurement centers under the 
support price scheme for sug-
arcane, maize, and paddy, and 
a petition will be submitted to 
the state government through 
the Tahsildar.

Activists from BJP, JDS, 
Raitha Morcha, and farmer 
organizations urged the public 
to join in large numbers to en-
sure the protest’s success.

Poojara also highlighted the 
NDA alliance’s unprecedent-
ed victory in the recent Bihar 

assembly elections, confirm-
ing that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will continue as 
the country’s leader. He ex-
tended congratulations to vot-
ers who supported Modi.

BJP state unit Vice Presi-
dent Dr. Basavaraj Kelagara, 
K. Shivalingappa, S.S. Rama-
lingannavara, Subhas Shirag-
eri, Siddu Chikkabidari, Man-
junath Kati, A.B. Patil, 
Cholappa Kasavala, Dr. 
Narayan Pawar, Mallikarjun 
Angadi, Bharathi Jambagi, 
and Prakash Poojary, Ninga-
raja Kodihalli were present at 
the press meet.

Udupi hosts 
special health 

camp for senior 
citizens

UDUPI

A special medical camp for 
senior citizens was recently 
organized at the Brahmagiri 
Sai Hall in Udupi to mark the 
100th birth anniversary of 
Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba. The event was jointly 
conducted by the Brahmagiri 
Sri Sathya Sai Seva Samiti, 
Udupi Gandhi Hospital, Mani-
pal KMC Hospital, Indian 
Medical Association (Udupi & 
Manipal division), Sri Krishna 
Yoga Kendra, and the Senior 
Citizens’ Forum of Udupi.

The program was inaugu-
rated by Anand Kundapur, 
District President of Sathya 
Sai Service Organizations, 
Udupi. Dr. Anant Shenai ad-
vised seniors to regularly con-
sult doctors and maintain 
healthy lifestyles, including 
heart, diabetes, and blood 
pressure checks, daily exer-
cise, walking, moderate diet, 
reduced mobile use, and read-
ing habits.

The camp featured Dr. 
Suresh Hegde, Dr. Anant She-
nai, Dr. Shivashankar, Dr. 
Kasturi Nayak, and 20 para-
medical staff. Amit Shetty 
from Sri Krishna Yoga Kend-
ra and Murali Dhar of the Se-
nior Citizens’ Forum were 
present. A total of 157 senior 
citizens participated, receiv-
ing multiple health screenings 
and personalized guidance.

Environment lovers pay 
homage to Saalumarada 

Thimmakka
MYSURU

In front of the Saalumarada 
Thimmakka Park located in 
Jayanagar in Mysuru, envi-
ronment lovers paid homage 
to the late Padma Shri award-
ee and “Mother of Trees,” 
Saalumarada Thimmakka, by 
holding her photograph and 
offering their respects.

 Speaking on the occasion, 
noted physician Dr. S.P. Yo-
ganna said the great mother 
who nurtured trees as her own 
children has set an example 
for the entire world through 
her love and concern for the 
environment. Walking on the 
path she has shown is the true 
tribute they can offer her.

 K.B. Lingaraju, President 
of the Mysuru Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, said 
the credit for planting and 
nurturing more than 8,000 

saplings goes to Thimmakka. 
She has been honoured with 
numerous awards including 
the Karnataka Rajyotsava 
Award, Nadoja Award of 
Hampi Kannada University, 
and the Padma Shri from the 
Government of India. May 
her achievements inspire to-
day’s younger generation. Her 
demise is an irreparable loss 
to Karnataka. May God grant 
peace to her soul and strength 
to her family members and 
admirers to bear this grief.

On this occasion, those 
present included KPCC 
member Nazarbad Nataraj, 
JDS Working President S. 
Prakash Priyadarshan, G. Ra-
ghavendra, Vardhe Gowda, 
Jeevadara Blood Bank Direc-
tor Girish, Kadakol Jagadish, 
Apoorva Suresh, Lokesh, Jat-
ti Prasad, Suchendra, and 
several others.

Recommendation to increase 
NREGA working days: CEO

DAVANAGERE

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Gitte Madhava 
Vithalarao emphasized the 
government’s commitment to 
the welfare of NREGA work-
ers while addressing a free 
health check-up camp orga-
nized by the Gram Panchayat 
for wage laborers at Kadara-
naikanahalli. He noted that 
the government recently pro-
vided Rs 2 lakh in compensa-
tion to a laborer who tragical-
ly died while working under 
the scheme.

Vithalarao highlighted the 
NREGA program’s dual role 
in providing employment in 
rural areas and ensuring social 
security. The scheme current-
ly guarantees 100 days of 
work per family, but workers 
at the camp requested an ex-
tension to 150 days. The CEO 
assured them that a formal 
recommendation to increase 
the working days would be 
submitted to the government.

He urged workers to take 

their health seriously and uti-
lize government health ser-
vices without neglecting 
symptoms or avoiding health 
camps. District Tuberculosis 
Eradication Officer Dr. Mura-
li added that if private treat-
ment is required, facilities 
covering up to Rs 25 lakh are 
available under government 
schemes.

The health camp screened 
over 150 NREGA workers for 
various ailments. Taluk Med-
ical Officer Abdul Khader, 
NREGA Assistant Director 
GR Suresh, PDO Shilpa 
Mallesh, Gram Panchayat 
President Kamakshi Ashok, 
Dr. Karthik, Senior Health In-
spector Nagaraj, Gram Pan-
chayat member V. Kuberappa, 
Chakkadi Chandrappa, Para-
surama, Health Department 
staff, Asha workers, and other 
Gram Panchayat staff actively 
participated, ensuring smooth 
execution of the camp and 
raising awareness about 
health and safety among rural 
workers.

Cooperative 
societies are 

farmers’ 
backbone: Savadi
BAGALKOT

MLA Siddu Savadi empha-
sized that while farmers form 
the backbone of the nation, 
cooperative societies play a 
crucial role in the country’s 
economic development by 
supporting them.

He made the remarks while 
presiding over the 72nd Co-
operative Week program held 
at Teradala, organized under 
the auspices of the Coopera-
tive and Souhardha Associa-
tions of Teradala and Ra-
bakavi-Banahatti taluks.

Savadi noted that many co-
operatives face bankruptcy 
due to lending to non-mem-
bers and violating regula-
tions. Misuse of deposited 
funds can also cause signifi-
cant losses. A leading coop-
erative official revealed that 
member deposits in his coop-
erative were misappropriated 
for film production.

Assistant Director of Audit 
of Cooperative Societies, 
Sunil Pattar, spoke at the 
event, and Lord Gangadhar 
of Hiremath was also pres-
ent. The program included 
hoisting the flag and wor-
shipping a portrait of Sid-
dhan Gowda Patil, the found-
er of Sahakar.

Farmers demand cowpea 
procurement center, 

adequate compensation
DHARWAD

BJP Navalgund Mandal mem-
bers staged a protest urging 
the government to establish a 
cowpea procurement center 
and implement fixed prices 
for cow ghee. They also de-
manded adequate compensa-
tion for damaged crops.

The demonstration took 
place in front of the Tahsil-
dar’s office in the town. For-
mer Minister Shankar Patil 
Munenakoppa highlighted 
that continuous rains had se-
verely damaged maize, on-
ions, and other crops, leading 
to a sharp decline in market 
prices. 

While the central govern-
ment has fixed a support 
price of Rs 2,400 per quintal 
for maize, the current market 
rate stands at Rs 1,600, leav-
ing farmers in distress.

Munenkoppa called on the 
state government to start a 
procurement center to allevi-
ate farmers’ difficulties. He 
further demanded that the 
central MSP of Rs 2,400 and 
a state incentive of Rs 600 be 
combined to ensure a total 
effective price of Rs 3,000 
per quintal. Compensation 
should also be distributed for 
all affected crops.

Present at the protest were 
Mandal President Gangappa 
Manami, AB Hiremath, Pra-
bhu  Ib rah impur,  J ay -
aprakash Badami, Nagesh 
Mudigowdra, Shanmukha 
Gurikara, Manjunath Gani, 
Siddanna Kitageri, Siddana 
Gowda Patil, Basavaraja 
K a t t i m a n i ,  B a s a v a r a j 
Chakrasali, Mahantesh Ka-
lala, Sharanappa Hakkaraki, 
Basavaraja Kataraki, and 
Devaraj Dadibavi.
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Loss of Document
Bangalore Rural District, Doddaballapur Taluk, 
Kasaba Hobli, Veerapur Post, Varadanahalli 
Village. Mr. Shashikumar, S/o Sri. 
Ashwathappa, aged about 34 years. Certifying 
that, at the above address I will be residing. 
Dated in my name: 16.12.2019 my father, 
Sri. Ashwathappa S/o Late Thammayya is a 
Doddaballapura Sub-Registrar office Book-1, 
DBP-1-11130/2019-20 at the Registrar's 
Office CD No.DBPD709 in the The deed of 
gift and the said the original copy of the gift 
Date:08.11.2025 Household Goods shifted to 
another house. It has been lost. Therefore, 
the said certificate Certified Doddaballapur 
Taluk, Rural To file a complaint at the police 
station and Doddaballapura Submit to the 
Sub-Registrar's office. To obtain a second 
copy of the above donation letter I hereby 
certify that the said certificate is dated:

Prakash C, Notary and Advocate, 
on 12.11.2025 I certify in the presence of 

Doddaballapura.

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Cooperative sector empowers 
rural communities: U.T. Khadar

Karnataka Assembly Speaker U.T. Khadar praised cooperative institutions for 
empowering rural communities and promoting economic self-reliance nationwide

MANGALURU

 Highlighting the vital role of 
cooperative institutions in 
strengthening the economic 
self-reliance of rural communi-
ties, Karnataka Legislative As-
sembly Speaker U.T. Khadar 
praised the sector for its im-
mense contribution to the na-
tion’s development. He was 
speaking at the inauguration of 
the 72nd All India Cooperative 
Week 2025, held on Sunday at 
Karavali Utsava Maidan, Man-
galuru, organized under the 
leadership of the Dakshina Kan-
nada District Central Coopera-
tive Bank in collaboration with 
various cooperative organiza-
tions. The theme of this year’s 
celebrations was “Cooperative 
Institutions as Drivers of a 
Self-Reliant India.”

Khadar said that cooperative 

institutions have empowered ru-
ral populations, women, and 
marginalized groups, providing 
opportunities for self-sufficiency. 
In times when nationalized banks 
hesitated, cooperative banks un-
der leaders like Dr. M.N. Rajen-
dra Kumar have extended loans, 
supporting the establishment of 
several institutions and initia-
tives. He wished that the cooper-
ative sector continues to contrib-
ute significantly to the country’s 
progress in the coming years.

Dr. M.N. Rajendra Kumar, 
President of SCDCC Bank, wel-
comed the gathering and empha-
sized that cooperative banks have 
consistently addressed the eco-
nomic needs of district residents, 
including urgent requirements 
like education and weddings. The 
celebrations also included dis-
cussions on “Strengthening Rural 
Development through Coopera-
tive Institutions.” G.T. Devegow-
da, President of Karnataka State 
Cooperative Federation, high-

lighted the sector’s role in em-
powering women and promot-
ing inclusive growth.

A vibrant, colorful procession 
showcased over 50 tableaux, 
depicting agricultural activities, 
fisheries, self-help groups, rural 
banking, and cultural perfor-
mances. During the celebra-
tions, the “Cooperative Manik-
ya Awards” were presented to 
three outstanding cooperative 
societies from Dakshina Kanna-
da and Udupi districts. Addi-
tionally, exhibitions of self-help 
groups and other cooperative 
initiatives were set up, and the 
‘Cooperative Smarana’ publica-
tion was released. SCDCC 
Bank contributed ₹1.62 crore to 
the Karnataka State Coopera-
tive Federation Education 
Fund, handed over by Dr. M.N. 
Rajendra Kumar through G.T. 
Devegowda.

HK Patil accuses EC of 
acting like a dictator

HUBBALLI

Minister HK Patil has ac-
cused the Election Commis-
sion of acting like a dictator, 
criticizing its functioning in 
recent years.

Speaking to the media, Patil 
referred to discussions at 
Kharge’s residence regarding 
the Bihar election results and 
said the Election Commis-
sion’s actions over the past 
three years have raised seri-
ous concerns. 

He claimed that despite 
raising issues about alleged 
vote theft, the Commission 
has failed to act appropriately 
and has ignored instances of 
misconduct.

Patil further stated that the 
Election Commission shows 
no genuine intent to uncover 
the truth or communicate it 
transparently to the public. 

“The Election Commission 
should operate within the 
principles of democracy, but 
its current approach resem-
bles authoritarian behavior,” 
he said.

He emphasized that the 
Commission’s role is to en-
sure free and fair elections, 
but recent actions suggest an 
overreach that undermines 
democratic values. Patil 
warned that such conduct 
erodes public trust in electoral 

institutions and urged the au-
thorities to reconsider their 
approach, highlighting the 
need for accountability and 
impartiality.

The minister’s remarks 
come amid ongoing debates 
over the Election Commis-
sion’s powers, decisions, and 
alleged bias in recent elec-
tions, sparking criticism from 
opposition leaders and politi-
cal analysts alike. Patil’s 
statement reflects growing 
dissatisfaction with what he 
describes as a lack of trans-
parency and fairness in the 
country’s electoral process.

By highlighting these con-
cerns, Patil urged that the 
Commission must act respon-
sibly, maintain neutrality, and 
uphold the democratic frame-
work on which elections and 
public faith in governance 
depend.

Minister HK Patil 
accused the Election 

Commission of  
authoritarian behavior, 
alleging it ignored vote 

theft concerns and 
failed to act 

transparently over the 
past three years

DC urges tribal communities to excel
KARWAR

Additional Deputy Commissioner Sajid 
Mulla urged tribal communities to come 
to the forefront through education and by 
utilizing government facilities. Speaking 
at the Bhagwan Birsa Munda Jayanti and 
Janajatiya Gaurava Day programme or-
ganized by the Scheduled Tribes Depart-
ment, he highlighted Birsa Munda’s 
struggle for rights and self-respect, fight-
ing the British with bows and arrows 
while living close to nature.

Mulla encouraged the Siddhi communi-
ty to pursue higher education and excel 
across various fields rather than limiting 
themselves to a single area. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated by Deputy 
Commissioner K. Lakshmi Priya and Zil-
la Panchayat CEO Dr. Dileesh Shashi.

Surya Puttasiddi spoke on Birsa Munda’s 
contributions to preserving tribal art, cul-
ture, and traditions while opposing British 
oppression. A health check-up for the pub-
lic was conducted, and the Siddhi women 
performed the traditional Damami dance.  

HAVERI

A young woman’s laptop worth ₹1.5 lakh 
was safely recovered thanks to the swift 
and alert action of KSRTC vigilance per-
sonnel.

Shilpa Virupaksha Vasana, a resident 
of Gopanakoppa village in Bagalkot dis-
trict, was traveling from Bengaluru to 
Hubballi on a Unit-1 KSRTC bus when 
she left her bag containing the laptop in 
the bus while visiting the washroom. On 
returning, she found the bus had already 
departed toward Shiggaon, leaving her 
anxious about the missing bag.

Alerted to the situation, KSRTC Vigi-
lance Constable N.M. Benakanahalli, on 
duty at Haveri bus stand, immediately 
coordinated with security personnel at 
the next stop, Shiggavi. The team located 
the bags containing two laptops, a purse, 
and other personal belongings.

The vigilance and security staff en-
sured that the laptop bag, along with an-
other bag containing clothes, was safely 
brought back to Haveri and returned to 
Shilpa in the presence of Haveri division 
officials.

Shilpa expressed her heartfelt gratitude 
to the KSRTC team for their prompt and 
dedicated efforts. The incident under-
scores the critical role of vigilant and 
responsible personnel in safeguarding 
passengers’ property and maintaining 
public trust in the reliability and safety of 
KSRTC services.

The quick coordination between staff 
at multiple stops demonstrates KSRTC’s 
commitment to passenger care and effi-
cient handling of emergencies, reinforc-
ing confidence among commuters.

KSRTC vigilance 
team recovers young 
woman’s lost laptop

Man arrested for growing 
cannabis amid sugarcane fields

VIJAYAPURA

Police have arrested a man for 
cultivating cannabis plants 
worth over ₹6.4 lakh amid sug-
arcane fields in Kotyal village, 
Tikota taluk. Authorities seized 
approximately 15.1 kg of fresh 
cannabis during a targeted op-
eration. The accused, identified 
as Chandrashekhar Shivappa 
Patil, had planted the cannabis 
among his sugarcane crop. 
Based on verified intelligence, 
Excise Deputy Commissioner 
(Crime), along with Joint Dep-
uty Commissioner of Belagavi 
Division and Excise Sub-Com-
missioner of Bijapur, super-

vised the operation. The raid 
was carried out under the lead-
ership of Excise Inspector Ma-
hadev Poojari and his team.

Officials confirmed that the 
accused was actively involved 
in illegal activities, and a case 
has been registered against him 
under the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act. The operation 
highlights the vigilance of ex-
cise authorities in monitoring 
illegal drug cultivation, espe-
cially in areas where it is con-
cealed among legal crops.

The raid involved multiple 
officers, including excise staff 
Malappa Poojari, Prakash 

Kumbar, Anil Kumbar, Yallap-
pa Bhajantri, and personnel 
from the Home Guard unit, in-
cluding Shivbasu and Siddu. 
The coordinated effort ensured 
the safe seizure of the contra-
band without damaging the 
surrounding sugarcane fields.

Authorities stressed that such 
operations are essential to curb 
drug-related crimes in rural ar-
eas, and they called on the pub-
lic to report any suspicious 
cultivation. The successful sei-
zure underscores the commit-
ment of Bijapur excise officials 
to enforce the NDPS Act and 
dismantle illegal drug networks 
operating in the district.
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Immadhi Ravi remanded to 14-day judicial custody
HYDERABAD 

In a major breakthrough 
against digital piracy, Hyder-
abad police have arrested al-
leged piracy mastermind Im-
madhi Ravi, who was be-
lieved to be operating a large-
scale illegal film distribution 
network from the Caribbean 
islands. Ravi, notorious for 
throwing an open challenge to 
Indian law enforcement, was 
sent to 14 days of judicial 
custody after being produced 
before a magistrate. He has 
now been lodged at the Chan-
chalguda Central Prison.

Ravi is accused of running 
piracy platforms iBomma and 

Bappam, which were infa-
mous for distributing pirated 
Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam 
and other regional films, 
along with content from ma-
jor OTT platforms. The racket 
reportedly caused massive 
financial losses to filmmakers 
and production houses across 
the country.

According to police, Ravi 
fled India on October 1, short-
ly after a case was filed 
against him. He reportedly 
stayed in Amsterdam on Oc-
tober 3, constantly switching 
IP addresses and using en-
crypted networks to evade 
tracking. However, he re-
turned to Hyderabad recently, 

convinced that authorities 
would not be able to locate 
him.

Acting on mobile signal in-
telligence, the police tracked 
him to a residence in Kukat-
pally, where he was detained 

late Friday night. During the 
raid, investigators seized hun-
dreds of hard disks, believed 
to contain pirated movies and 
distribution data.

The Cybercrime police 
have since blocked access to 

i B o m m a  a n d  B a p p a m  
using login credentials ob-
tained during interrogation. A 
petition will be filed in the 
Nampally Court on Monday 
seeking seven days  of  
police custody for further 
questioning.

Officials revealed that Ra-
vi’s network depended on 
VPNs, encrypted Telegram 
groups, overseas servers and 
cryptocurrency payments, 
making it one of the most so-
phisticated piracy systems in 
India. The racket reportedly 
used online gaming and bet-
ting platforms for advertising 
pirated content in exchange 
for funding.

IBOMMA PIRACY ARREST
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3 Maoists neutralised 
in Chhattisgarh’s 

Sukma

V. Srinivas appointed 
new Chief Secretary  

of Rajasthan

ECI speeds up West 
Bengal’s voter 

digitisation

Raipur
Three Maoists were killed 
in an encounter with the 

security forces in the 
dense Karigundam for-
ests of Chhattisgarh’s 

Sukma district on Sun-
day. Weapons were re-
covered from the site, 

marking another blow to 
the Maoist insurgency in 

the Bastar region. The 
operation started in the 

Chintagufa police station 
area, where intermittent 
firing continued amid the 
rugged terrain. Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) 
Kiran Chavan said that 
intelligence inputs had 

alerted authorities to the 
Maoists’ presence in the 
mountainous zones. The 
Maoists have been iden-

tified as Madvi Deva – 
Jan militia Commander 

and Konta Area Commit-
tee Member, Podium 

Gangi, Konta Area Com-
mittee Commander and 

Sodi Gangi.

Jaipur
Senior IAS officer V. Srini-
vas has officially been ap-
pointed as the new Chief 
Secretary of Rajasthan, 
with the state govern-
ment issuing fresh ap-

pointment orders on Sun-
day. His return to the state 
cadre comes immediately 
after the Central govern-
ment relieved him from 
his deputation, clearing 
the administrative path-
way for him to assume 

the top bureaucratic post. 
Srinivas, a 1989 batch IAS 
officer, is one of the sen-

iormost officers in the Ra-
jasthan cadre and was 
widely expected to be 

chosen for the role.

Kolkata
The Election Commission 

of India (ECI) has set a 
target for completing the 
digitisation process of the 
voters’ details mentioned 
in the enumeration forms 

in the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) in West 

Bengal by November end. 
Already, the process of 
digitisation of the enu-

meration forms collected 
by booth-level officers 

had started, and digitisa-
tion had already been 

completed for around 50 
lakh enumeration forms. 
The pace of digitisation 
work will increase from 
Sunday and is expected 
to be completed by the 
month’s end as directed 

by the commission, 
sources in the office of 

the Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO), West Bengal, said.

Puri calls shipbuilding partnership 
a key ‘Make in India’ opportunity

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri says India’s youth and South Korea’s technology 
can drive major shipbuilding and energy cooperation.

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Hardeep 
Singh Puri on Sunday under-
scored the immense potential 
of strategic collaboration be-
tween India and South Korea, 
particularly in shipbuilding, 
energy transport, and techno-
logical innovation. Speaking 
during his visit to Seoul, Puri 
described India’s youthful 
workforce and South Korea’s 
advanced industrial capabili-
ties as a win-win combination 
that aligns with India’s long-
term development goals.

During the visit, Puri met 
young Indian professionals 
and students pursuing career 
opportunities in South Korea, 
praising their enthusiasm and 
commitment to contributing 

to India’s growth under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
leadership. They spoke pas-
sionately about their dreams 
and fervour to serve India's 
growth and development, he 
wrote on X.

Puri also engaged with se-
nior executives of major 
South Korean companies to 

explore new avenues of bilat-
eral cooperation, particularly 
in the shipbuilding sector. He 
emphasized that Korean firms 
possess cutting-edge expertise 
and manufacturing capacity, 
while India offers high-de-
mand markets, skilled labor, 
and policy support — making 
it an ideal partnership model 

under the ‘Make in India’  
initiative.

Visited the sprawling ship-
building facility of Hanwha 
Ocean in Geoje, Puri said, 
highlighting India’s strong 
economic growth and massive 
investment potential. He noted 
that Indian energy public sec-
tor units spend USD 5–8 bil-
lion annually on freight and 
currently require at least 59 
vessels, creating a substantial 
opportunity for companies like 
Hanwha to collaborate and 
manufacture ships in India.

Puri stressed that the col-
laboration could position In-
dia as a global shipping hub. 
We will not only recover the 
costs of our vessels in 5 years, 
but will also establish India as 
a global maritime shipping 
hub, he said.

BJP Chief slams 
Stalin, says 20,000 
jobs slipped to AP

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu BJP president 
Nainar Nagenthran on Sunday 
launched a fierce attack on 
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, 
accusing the ruling DMK 
government of failing to re-
tain critical industrial invest-
ments and undermining the 
state’s economic prospects. 
His comments came after 
South Korean footwear maker 
Hwasung reportedly shifted 
its proposed ₹1,720-crore 
manufacturing project from 
Tamil  Nadu to Andhra 
Pradesh.

According to Nagenthran, 
the loss is not merely finan-
cial — it represents nearly 
20,000 direct job opportuni-
ties for Tamil Nadu’s youth. 
He questioned whether the 
Chief Minister was even 
aware that the investment, 
once announced with much 
fanfare, had moved elsewhere 
without resistance.

Calling the development a 
clear indicator of inefficiency 
and indifference, the BJP 
leader said the DMK has 
failed to provide confidence 
to investors. Stalin keeps say-
ing he will never allow Tamil 
Nadu to bow its head. Yet un-
der this ineffective govern-
ment, young people have now 
lost 20,000 job opportunities, 
he said.

Nagenthran compared the 
state’s frequent investment 
claims to the fable of The Boy 
Who Cried Wolf, accusing the 

government of making loud 
announcements only for in-
vestors to quietly choose oth-
er states later. This has be-
come a continuous, predict-
able pattern, he added.

He also criticized Stalin’s 
frequent foreign trips aimed at 
attracting global investors, al-
leging that they have yielded 
no meaningful results. The 
Chief Minister goes abroad 
claiming he is bringing in-
vestments, only to return 
empty-handed. Even invest-
ments that arrive without ef-
fort are allowed to slip away 
due to administrative apathy, 
he charged.

Calling the latest develop-
ment a serious setback for 
Tamil Nadu’s industry, Na-
genthran said the DMK gov-
ernment’s policies were dam-
aging the state’s economic 
future. 

Tamil Nadu BJP leader 
alleges DMK 

government’s 
administrative failures 

drove away major Korean 
investment and 

thousands of  jobs.

T’gana Special Lok Adalat settles 
over 74K cases across the State

A special Lok Adalat initiative in Telangana successfully resolved over 
74,000 cases through coordinated legal and police efforts.

HYDERABAD

In a major push toward reduc-
ing legal pendency and pro-
moting amicable settlements, 
the High Court of Telangana 
and the Telangana State Legal 
Services Authority successful-
ly settled 74,782 cases during 
a special Lok Adalat held 
across the state. The initiative, 
which began on October 27, 
concluded, significantly eas-
ing the burden on courts and 
offering relief to thousands of 
citizens.

The Telangana Police iden-
tified eligible cases and 
served notices to concerned 
parties, ensuring maximum 
participation. Additional Di-
rector General of Police, CID, 
Charu Sinha, highlighted the 
magnitude of the achieve-
ment, noting that the initiative 
aimed at resolving com-
poundable cases through mu-
tual agreement and com-
pounding. Among the settled 

matters were 14,642 FIR cas-
es, 154 disaster management 
cases, 23,400 e-petty cases, 
31,189 Motor Vehicles Act 
violations, and 5,397 cyber-
crime cases.

ADGP Sinha praised the 
efforts of police units across 
Telangana, noting that all dis-
tricts performed commend-
ably in disposing of pending 
cases. The top five contribu-
tors were Hyderabad with 
11,226 settled cases, followed 
by Ramagundam (8,108), 
Nalgonda (6,410), Khammam 
(6 ,090) ,  and Warangal 

(5,064).
The special Lok Adalat has 

been widely recognized as a 
citizen-friendly initiative that 
saves time, reduces court vis-
its, cuts down legal expenses, 
and offers peace of mind to 
both parties involved. Author-
ities have also worked to cre-
ate public awareness about 
the benefits of this platform, 
encouraging more people to 
opt for speedy justice.

The ADGP credited the 
success to effective coordina-
tion between the Telangana 
State Legal Services Authori-
ty (TSLSA), District Legal 
Services Authorities (DSL-
SAs), judges, magistrates, 
Commissioners and Superin-
tendents of Police, and the 
Telangana Cyber Security 
Bureau (TGCSB). Officials 
noted that the initiative has 
significantly reduced the vol-
ume of under-investigation 
and pending trial compound-
able cases across the state.

VP hails CAG as guardian 
of Bharat’s ‘moral wealth’  
NEW DELHI

Vice-President C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan on Sunday empha-
sised the importance of ac-
countability, transparency, 
and integrity for upholding 
the moral wealth of Bharat, 
lauding the contributions of 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) of India.

Speaking at the Audit Di-
was Celebrations 2025 as the 
Chief Guest, the Vice-Presi-
dent appreciated the pivotal 
role of the CAG, calling the 
institution the guardian of the 
public purse.

He highlighted that by up-
holding fairness and truth in 
auditing, the CAG stands as a 
pillar of accountability, trans-
parency, and integrity - the 
moral wealth of Bharat.

Radhakrishnan also com-
mended the CAG of India for 
notifying One Nation, One 
Set of Object Heads of Ex-
penditure for the Union gov-
ernment and all State Govern-
ments, a reform that will sig-
nificantly enhance transparen-
cy and comparability of gov-
ernment expenditure.

The Vice President noted 
that CAG’s global reputation 

has grown through its role  
as External Auditor for  
international organisations 
such as the World Health  
Organisation (WHO), the In-
ternational Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO), and several  
others.

He highlighted that the 
CAG is currently chairing the 
Asian Organisation of Su-
preme Audit Institutions 
(ASOSAI) - a testimony to 
Bharat’s journey from being a 
follower to emerging as a 
global leader.

The Vice President said, As 
Bharat progresses towards the 
vision of Viksit Bharat @ 
2047, the CAG will remain a 
key partner in ensuring fiscal 
discipline and transparency 
for effective governance. He 
urged officers to continuously 
upgrade their skills and audit-
ing capabilities to enhance 
transparency in public spend-
ing and ensure that people’s 
money is used for public  
welfare.

At a separate media awards 
event in Delhi, the Vice Pres-
ident honoured Suresh Gopi, 
Union Minister of State for 
Tourism and Petroleum and 
Natural Gas.

5 friends killed as SUV rams into tractor-trolley 
GWALIOR

Five young men, all friends, 
were killed in a road accident 
on the Gwalior-Jhansi High-
way in Madhya Pradesh on 
Sunday, officials said here. 
The horrific collision oc-
curred at around 6.00 a.m. 
near Malwa College when a 
speed ing  For tuner  ca r 
smashed into a sand-laden 
tractor-trolley, leaving no sur-
vivors. All were residents of 
Gwalior.

According to police, the 
Fortuner (sports utility vehi-
cle) was travelling from Jhan-
si towards Gwalior when the 
tragedy occurred. As the vehi-
cle approached Malwa Col-
lege, a tractor-trolley emerged 
from a turn onto the highway.

The car, reportedly moving 
at high speed, lost control,  
resulting in a catastrophic  
impact.

DSP Nagendra Singh Sikar-
war (Crime) said, The colli-
sion was so severe that half of 
the Fortuner was crushed un-
der the trolley, trapping and  
killing all five occupants  
instantly.

The mangled wreckage un-
derscored the intensity of the 
crash. Even the airbags of the 
car burst with the impact, he 
said.

When asked if the vehicle 
was being driven rashly, the 
senior police official said, A 
vehicle like the Fortuner can-
not be easily crashed to an 
unrecognisable degree; it in-
dicates it was being driven at 
more than 120 km per hour. 
Even the airbags could not 
help. Sadly, all the occupants 
were young and under 25 
years of age. Some of them 
were the sole sons of their  
fathers.

Police and emergency ser-

vices rushed to the scene 
upon receiving calls. With as-
sistance from local villagers, 
authorities used cutting tools 
to extricate the bodies from 
the intertwined wreckage of 
the car and tractor-trolley.

The operation was gruel-
ling, as the car's frame was 
almost unrecognisable. The 
bodies were later sent for 
post-mortem examination, 
and an investigation has been 
initiated to ascertain the  
precise circumstances of the 
accident.

Rabri Devi’s  
brother calls  

for introspection  
in RJD after 
Bihar polls

PATNA

Sadhu Yadav, brother of for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister 
Rabri Devi, on Sunday criti-
cised the alleged treatment 
meted out to RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad Yadav's daughter, Ro-
hini Acharya, saying that such 
behaviour towards a daughter 
of the family should never 
have occurred. Rohini Acha-
rya on Sunday levelled seri-
ous allegations of humiliation 
and physical intimidation, 
claiming she was compelled 
to leave her crying parents 
and sisters behind.

Her statements have trig-
gered fresh speculation about 
deepening discord within the 
Yadav family, already under 
pressure after the RJD's poor 
performance in the Bihar As-
sembly Election 2025.

Sadhu Yadav said, Rabri 
Devi is my sister and I too 
have endured many things, 
but I have never spoken a sin-
gle word against my own sis-
ter. What is being heard, what 
people are saying, is wrong. 
She (Rohini Acharya) is my 
niece, a daughter of our fam-
ily and a daughter of Bihar. If 
anyone has treated her in such 
a manner, it should never 
have happened; it is wrong.

He added that while he can-
not point fingers at anyone 
specifically, the situation calls 
for thoughtful reflection and 
deliberation.

Subhash Yadav, another 
brother of Rabri Devi, speak-
ing to IANS, also condemned 
the incident.

Suvendu Adhikari claims TMC 
MLA running extortion racket

KOLKATA

Leader of Opposition (LoP) in 
the West Bengal Assembly, 
Suvendu Adhikari, on Sun-
day re-leased an audio clip 
which he claimed proves 
that Trinamool Congress 
legislator Jiban Krishna 
Saha—currently in jail in 
connection with the multi-
crore cash-for-school-job 
case—was continu-ing to 
collect money from behind 
bars by promising school 
jobs. Addressing the media 
in Nandi-gram, Adhikari 
played the clip on his mobile 
phone and alleged that the 
voice demanding money was 
that of Saha, who has been 
in judicial custody since his 
arrest earlier this year by the 

According to Adhikari, the 
conversation in the audio oc-
curred recently while Saha 
was still in jail. However, 
could not independently ver-

ify the authenticity of the 
clip. 

In the recording, one per-
son—whom Adhikari identi-
fies as Saha—is heard ask-
ing another individual to 
immedi-ately send ₹50,000. 
The other voice responds 
that the money is being sent 
and that a total of ₹15.50 
lakh has already been paid.

Adhikari later posted on 
X, sharply criticising the 
Trinamool Congress and 
calling Saha a “jailbird 
MLA.” He alleged that Saha 
was running an extortion 
r a c k e t  f r o m  j a i l  a n d 
fast-tracking fake teacher re-
cruitments, accusing the rul-
ing party of turning prisons 
into “TMC offices.” He 
ques-tioned whether this re-
flected the party’s claims of 
honesty, arguing that honest 
citizens were suf-fering while 
corruption continued un-
checked.
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SC to hear PIL on controlling air pollution today
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is set to 
resume hearing on Monday 
the public interest litigation 
(PIL) concerning alarming air 
pollution levels in the nation-
al capital and the adjoining 
areas. The hearing assumes 
significance as stubble burn-
ing and stagnant weather con-
ditions continue to push Del-
hi-NCR’s air quality into the 
severe category.

As per the cause list up-
loaded on the Apex Court’s 
website, a Bench of Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) B.R. 
Gavai and Justices K. Vinod 
Chandran and N.V. Anjaria 
will take up the matter for fur-
ther hearing on November 17.

In the previous hearing on 
November 12, the CJI Ga-
vai-led Bench had expressed 
concern over the deteriorating 
air quality despite enforce-
ment of the Graded Response 

Action Plan (GRAP), and had 
directed the governments of 
Punjab and Haryana to file 
detailed affidavits outlining 
the steps taken to curb stubble 
burning.

The Top Court took note of 
submissions which highlight-
ed that AQI has crossed 450 
at several locations in Del-
hi-NCR.

Senior advocate Gopal San-

karanarayanan had pointed 
out that even routine con-
struction activities, including 
drilling work outside the Su-
preme Court’s own premises, 
were continuing despite haz-
ardous conditions.

At least for a few days, 
such activities should stop, 
Sankaranarayanan told the 
Apex Court.

Senior advocate Aparajita 

Singh, the amicus curiae  
a s s i s t ing  the  Supreme  
Court, had also flagged dis-
crepancies in official pollu-
tion data and warned that the 
situation had become very 
dangerous.

The CJI Gavai-led Bench, 
which has been monitoring 
the issue closely, had earlier 
called for a report from the 
Commission for Air Quality 
Management (CAQM) on its 
monitoring and enforcement 
mechanisms and had even 
asked the Centre to consider 
strict penalties, including ar-
rests, to deter farmers from 
burning crop residue.

Recently, Apex Court judge 
Justice P. S. Narasimha urged 
advocates to avoid physical 
appearances in Supreme 
Court proceedings and instead 
opt for virtual hearings, warn-
ing  tha t  Delhi ’s  toxic  
air could cause permanent 
damage.
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Delhi CM attends BJP 
strategy meeting for 

MCD by-elections

SIT to conduct 
scientific examination 

at Sabarimala

Chatterjee seeks 
public opinion on his 
political leadership

New Delhi
The Delhi BJP on Sunday 

held an organisational 
meeting to devise a win-

ning strategy for the 
by-elections on 12 seats 

of the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) 

scheduled on November 
30. Chaired by National 
Organisational General 
Secretary B.L. Santosh, 

the meeting saw top city 
leaders being assigned 

key responsibilities for en-
suring a clean sweep in 

the by-elections so as to 
bolster the BJP’s strength 

in the civic House. As 
many as 53 candidates 
are in the fray for the 12 

seats for which the 
by-elections will be held 

on November 30. The 
counting of votes will be 

held on December 3. 

Thiruvananthapuram
In a crucial step in the 
probe into the alleged 
disappearance of gold 
from the Sabarimala 

temple, the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) 

reached the hill shrine to 
prepare for a comprehen-

sive scientific examina-
tion scheduled for Mon-

day afternoon. Police offi-
cials said the inspection 
commenced after 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, following the 
mandatory Deva Anujna 
(divine permission) ritu-
als. The SIT team, led by 
DySP S. Sasidharan, the 
investigation officer, ar-
rived at Pampa on Sun-
day morning and later 

proceeded to Sannidhan-
am, where they will re-

main stationed until the 
procedure is completed.

Kolkata
After getting released 

from judicial custody in 
connection with the cash-
for-job case, former West 
Bengal Education Minister 
Partha Chatterjee has in-
stalled a box outside his 
party office in Kolkata to 
seek public opinions on 
his political leadership. 
Chatterjee, who is also 

the former general secre-
tary of Trinamool Con-

gress, is trying to test the 
waters with this move be-
fore once again position-
ing himself as the party 

leader. The move as-
sumes significance as the 

Trinamool Congress, 
which had suspended 

Chatterjee from the party 
after he was arrested by 

the Enforcement Directo-
rate in 2022 in connection 

with the School Service 
Commission recruitment 

corruption case.

Punjab police bust Pak-linked 
arms and drug network, 5 arrested

Punjab Police arrested five men, seizing pistols and heroin, dismantling a 
Pakistan-linked weapons and narcotics smuggling network.

97.5% enumeration 
forms distributed 

in SIR Phase II
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police have success-
fully dismantled a cross-bor-
der arms and drug trafficking 
network with alleged links to 
Pakistan, arresting five indi-
viduals and recovering a 
cache of sophisticated weap-
ons and heroin. Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Punjab 
Gaurav Yadav announced the 
breakthrough on Sunday, de-
scribing it as a significant step 
toward curbing the inflow of 
illegal weapons and narcotics 
into the state.

Those arrested have been 
identified as Akash Masih and 
Prince, along with Karanbir 
Singh alias Karan, Sukhwind-
er Singh, and Gurbhej Singh 
alias Bheja. While four of 
them are from Amritsar (Ru-
ral), Gurbhej Singh hails from 

Tarn Taran. All the accused 
are residents of villages near 
the India-Pakistan border and 
are believed to have been re-
ceiving illegal consignments 
under the instructions of Paki-
stan-based handlers.

Police recovered six weap-
ons from the accused — in-
cluding five .30 bore pistols 
and a 9mm Glock — along 
with 1.01 kg of heroin. Ac-

cording to DGP Yadav, pre-
liminary investigations indi-
cate that the group was in di-
rect communication with 
handlers across the border 
through encrypted social me-
dia platforms. Their role in-
volved collecting weapons 
and drugs before distributing 
them further within Punjab.

Commissioner of Police 
(Amritsar) Gurpreet Singh 

Bhullar shared details of the 
operation, explaining that the 
first two arrests were made at 
a checkpoint near Chheharta. 
The subsequent arrests fol-
lowed technical surveillance 
and interrogation, leading to 
the recovery of additional 
weapons and heroin.

Further investigations aim 
to uncover the full extent of 
the network, including back-
ward and forward linkages, 
suppliers, and receivers. Two 
FIRs have been registered — 
one under the Arms Act at 
Chheharta police station and 
another under the Arms and 
NDPS Acts at the Cantonment 
police station.

Police officials said the 
crackdown reflects intensified 
efforts to neutralize cross-bor-
der criminal networks threat-
ening regional security.

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) on Sunday re-
leased its 3:00 PM Daily Bul-
letin for November 16, con-
firming near-complete prog-
ress in Phase II of the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls. The revision 
exercise, being carried out 
across 12 States and Union 
Territories, has reported 100 
per cent printing of Enumera-
tion Forms (EFs) and over 
97.5 per cent distribution so 
far.

The ongoing SIR Phase II 
runs from November 4 to De-
cember 4, 2025, and involves 
door-to-door verification of 
voter details by Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) along with 
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) 
appointed by recognised po-
litical parties. The process 
aims to update and authenti-
cate voter records ahead of 
several upcoming elections.

The ECI noted that out of 
50.99 crore electors covered 
under this phase, 50.97 crore 
EFs—amounting to 99.95  
per cent—have been printed. 
Of these, 49.73 crore forms, 
or 97.52 per cent, have al-
ready been distributed, show-
casing effective field mobili-
sation and administrative  
coordination.

Several States and Union 
Territories have demonstrated 
exemplary performance. Goa 
and Lakshadweep achieved 
100 per cent distribution, 
while Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh 
reported near-complete cover-
age. Uttar Pradesh alone dis-
tributed 15.7 crore forms, re-

flecting a 97.64 per cent suc-
cess rate, while Madhya 
Pradesh recorded 99.45 per 
cent distribution of 5.74 crore 
EFs.

However, a few regions lag 
slightly behind. Kerala report-
ed 93.72 per cent distribution, 
Tamil Nadu 93.67 per cent, 
and Puducherry 94.10 per 
cent, prompting the Commis-
sion to call for renewed  
efforts.

The ECI also urged rec-
ognised political parties to 
deploy additional Booth Lev-
el Agents, particularly in 
densely populated constituen-
cies, to enhance transparency 
during household verification. 
The bulletin highlighted the 
deployment of 5.33 lakh 
BLOs and 10.41 lakh BLAs 
as evidence of the Commis-
sion’s commitment to ensur-
ing accurate and inclusive 
electoral rolls.

With just under three weeks 
remaining in the enumeration 
period, the ECI is expected to 
intensify efforts in lower-per-
forming areas to achieve com-
prehensive coverage before 
the deadline.

The Election Commission 
announced rapid 
progress in voter 

enumeration, nearing full 
distribution of  electoral 

forms across 
participating regions.

Ex-Cong leader Shakeel Ahmad 
questions voter deletion claims 

Former Congress leader Shakeel Ahmad challenges Opposition’s Bihar 
election performance and raises doubts over alleged voter deletions.

NEW DELHI

Former Congress leader Sha-
keel Ahmad, who resigned 
from the party earlier this 
week, has sharply criticised 
the Opposition’s strategy and 
performance in the recently 
concluded Bihar Assembly 
election. Ahmad questioned 
both the seat distribution 
practices and claims sur-
rounding mass voter deletions 
that allegedly impacted the 
results.

Ahmad specifically chal-
lenged the assertion that 6.5 
million voters were removed 
from the state’s electoral rolls. 
Calling the allegations unsub-
stantiated, he said there was 
no visible public reaction that 
would normally accompany 
such a large-scale deletion. If 
such a massive deletion had 
happened, even a small sec-
tion of those affected should 

have protested, he said. At 
least 65 people, or even 
5,000, could have come for-
ward. But nothing of that sort 
was seen.

He further noted that no 
major political party, includ-
ing the Left, RJD, or Con-
gress,  mobilised public 
demonstrations or legal action 
over the issue. If votes of in-
nocent people were really de-
leted, political parties should 
have taken to the streets, he 
added.

Reflecting on the Bihar re-
sults, Ahmad described the 
performance of the Opposi-
tion alliance as unexpected 
and shocking. Although no 

longer affiliated with the Con-
gress, he acknowledged that 
the outcome surprised many 
within the alliance. Nobody 
expected such a poor perfor-
mance from our side, he said.

Giving historical context, 
Ahmad explained that Bihar’s 
electoral landscape has long 
been shaped by fixed social 
and sectional voting patterns 
dating back to 1995. At that 
time, even when we were not 
aligned with Lalu Yadav, 85 
per cent of certain sections 
supported him. Over the 
years, these segments frag-
mented, leaving only two sec-
tions with our alliance today, 
he remarked.

Ahmad’s comments reflect 
growing introspection within 
Opposition ranks following 
their electoral setback, even 
as questions linger about 
strategy, leadership, and 
ground-level engagement.

Six arrested for defrauding 
elderly woman of ₹49 lakh

NEW DELHI

In a major breakthrough 
against organised cyber-en-
abled financial crime, the Cy-
ber Cell of the Delhi Crime 
B r a n c h  h a s  b u s t e d  a 
multi-layered syndicate in-
volved in the notorious Digi-
tal Arrest scam, police offi-
cials announced on Sunday. 
Six individuals, including 
mule account operators, were 
arrested for allegedly duping 
a 71-year-old woman of ₹49 
lakh after holding her under 
digital confinement for nearly 
24 hours.

The case came to light fol-
lowing an FIR filed by the 
elderly victim, who was psy-
chologically coerced into 
transferring her life savings. 
The accused posed as law en-
forcement officials and threat-
ened her with fabricated legal 
charges, using fear and intim-
idation to force repeated fund 
transfers into bank accounts 
controlled by the syndicate.

According to Delhi Police, 
the scam relied on a combina-
tion of intimidation, imper-
sonation, and technical decep-
tion—hallmarks of the Digital 

Arrest modus operandi. The 
victim was threatened with 
legal action and coerced into 
transferring ₹49 lakh to vari-
ous bank accounts. Multi-lay-
ered bank accounts were used 
to transfer money and later 
withdraw it from ATMs, the 
police statement said.

The breakthrough came after 
multiple complaints were sub-
mitted through the National 
Cyber Crime Reporting Portal. 
Police launched coordinated 
operations across Lucknow, 
specifically targeting Am-
inabad, Hasanganj, Madey 
Ganj and Sadar Cantt areas. 
Using a blend of technical sur-
veillance and field intelligence, 
the investigation team identi-
fied individuals managing 
mule accounts used to launder 
and siphon off stolen funds.

The arrested suspects have 
been identified as Mohd. 
Ovais, 25, a flex-printing 
shop worker; Vishal Tiwari, 
19, a first-year student em-
ployed at a grocery chain; 
Shakeel Ahmad, 53, a tailor 
already facing trial in another 
case; and three others — 
Mohd. Ahad, Mohd. Atif, and 
Mohd.    

OPCC to act against anti-party activities
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee (OPCC) President 
Bhakta Charan Das on Sun-
day stated that the Congress 
will introspect to identify the 
causes of the defeat and will 
also take action against those 
involved in anti-party activi-
ties during the recently con-
cluded Nuapada bypolls.

Speaking to media persons, 
Das said that there is a need 
for introspection in the party 
to find out the failures in the 
by-election and the party’s 
members who were involved 
in anti-party activities during 
the polls. The OPCC presi-
dent clarified that stringent 

action will be taken against 
all those found engaged in an-
ti-party activities during the 
polls. He further claimed that 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) spent huge money 
and engaged several ministers 
and leaders from Odisha and 
the neighbouring Chhattis-
garh, including the Chief 
Ministers of both states, to 
win the Nuapada bypolls.

Despite the massive misuse 
of power and large-scale dis-
tribution of money, the people 
of Nuapada gave Congress 
over 40,000 votes, and we ex-
press our gratitude to them for 
this. We are fully satisfied 
that we have achieved some-
thing that we never did in the 

past, the OPCC president as-
serted.

Meanwhile, Senior BJP 
leader and the law minister 
Prithiviraj Harichandan, while 
taking a dig at the OPCC 
president, said, Those who 
face defeat usually present 
several alibis to hide their 
faults and weaknesses. Instead 
of getting engaged in tall talks, 
it would be better for both 
BJD and Congress to accept 
that they had been rejected by 
the people. It is pertinent here 
to mention that BJP candidate 
Jay Dholakia, who secured a 
total of 1,23,869 votes, defeat-
ed Congress candidate Ghasi-
ram Majhi by a margin of 
83,748 votes. 

ED seizes cash, ‘incriminating 
documents’ from Phagwara exporter 

NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED) has launched a 
major action against a Phag-
wara-based engineering ex-
porter for alleged violations of 
the Foreign Exchange Man-
agement Act (FEMA), 1999, 
the central agency said on 
Sunday. The searches, carried 
out on November 14 by the 
agency's Jalandhar Zonal Of-
fice, targeted four locations 
linked to M/s Opal Engineer-
ing Corporation (OEC), a firm 
engaged in the export of engi-
neering goods.

According to the ED, the 
action was initiated after in-
vestigators detected serious 
discrepancies in how the com-
pany received its export pro-
ceeds.

OEC, which exported goods 
to countries including Syria, 
Iran, Turkey and Colombia, 

allegedly failed to realise ex-
port payments in accordance 
with FEMA guidelines and 
Reserve Bank of India mater 
circulars.

ED investigation revealed 
that Opal Engineering Corpo-
ration exported goods to coun-
tries, viz. Syria, Iran, Turkey, 
Colombia, etc. However, the 
export proceeds were not real-
ised as per guidelines pre-
scribed under FEMA, 1999 
and RBI Mater Circulars, the 
ED said in its press note.

The agency's probe has re-
vealed that instead of receiv-
ing payments from its actual 
buyers abroad, the firm report-
edly took funds from unrelated 

third parties based in various 
countries.

No tri-partite agreements or 
supporting documentation val-
idating such adjustments were 
produced by the firm, the ED 
noted.

The proceeds were adjusted 
against payments received 
from unrelated parties, from 
different countries and by tak-
ing payments into personal 
accounts. There were no tri-
partite agreements or any other 
documentary proof for adjust-
ment entries from unrelated 
parties, the ED said.

Investigators also found that 
OEC allegedly relied on com-
munication sent to a fake Cus-
toms email address to portray 
the transactions as genuine.

The ED claims that evidence 
collected during the searches 
suggests that several export-re-
lated financial settlements 
were conducted in cash.

TN extends paddy 
crop insurance 

deadline to Nov 30 
CHENNAI

In a major relief for paddy 
farmers across Tamil Nadu, 
the State government on Sun-
day announced that the dead-
line for enrolment under the 
Samba, Thaladi and Pishanam 
Paddy Crop  Insurance 
Scheme has been extended to 
November 30.

The decision follows ap-
proval from the Union gov-
ernment and comes at a time 
when continuous rain, a de-
layed Kuruvai harvest, and 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls have slowed down insur-
ance applications in several 
districts.

Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Minister M.R.K. Pan-
neerselvam said the extension 
was crucial to ensure that no 
farmer was excluded due to 
administrative or weather-re-
lated disruptions.

He noted that samba culti-
vation is progressing strongly 
this season, with 26.25 lakh 
acres already under cultiva-
tion across Tamil Nadu.

According to the Minister, 
6.27 lakh farmers have so far 
insured 15 lakh acres, achiev-
ing 57 per cent coverage. This 
marks a significant improve-
ment compared to the corre-
sponding period last year, 
when only around 10 lakh 
acres were insured.

Officials attribute the in-
crease to robust field-level 
awareness, timely release of 
water for irrigation, and im-
proved accessibility of enroll-
ment centres.

The insurance deadline was 
originally fixed as November 
15 for farmers across 27 dis-
tricts including Thanjavur.
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Severe 

weather 
sparks alerts

Pak’s detention of 
Afghan migrants hits 

record high in 2025

Johannesburg
South Africa remains on 

high alert as a strong cut-
off low-pressure system 
brings heavy rain, severe 

thunderstorms and wide-
spread flooding risks, the 

South African Weather 
Service (SAWS) reported 

on Sunday. Rainfall of 
100–150 mm, powerful 

winds and intense storms 
are expected through ear-
ly Monday. SAWS issued 

an orange level 9 warning 
for Gauteng and western 
Mpumalanga, cautioning 

that disruptive rainfall 
could flood roads, homes 
and low-lying areas, cre-

ating life-threatening con-
ditions. Limpopo and 

parts of Mpumalanga are 
under an orange level 6 
alert for severe storms 

and gusty winds.

Islamabad
Pakistan has recorded its 

highest number of Afghan 
migrant arrests in 2025, 
according to a new UN-
HCR report. The agency 

said 100,971 Afghans 
were detained between 

January and mid-Novem-
ber, a sharp increase from 

about 9,000 arrests in 
2024 and 26,000 in 2023. 

Most arrests occurred in 
Balochistan’s Chagai and 
Quetta districts and Pun-
jab’s Attock district. UN-
HCR noted that 76% of 

detainees were either un-
documented or Afghan 

Citizen Card holders, 
while 24% possessed 

valid Proof of Registration 
cards. The surge follows 
two government direc-

tives allowing authorities 
to remove Afghan mi-

grants from Islamabad 
and Rawalpindi and per-

mitting police to arrest 
PoR-card holders. Aid 
agencies warn that re-

duced funding and rising 
detentions.

China coast guard patrol near Senkaku escalates tensions
BEIJING

 
A formation of China Coast 
Guard vessels sailed through 
waters surrounding the Ja-
pan-administered Senkaku Is-
lands on Sunday as part of 
what Beijing described as a 
“rights enforcement patrol.” 
The move comes amid escalat-
ing tensions between China 
and Japan following recent 
comments by Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi re-
garding Taiwan’s security. Re-
lations between the two coun-

tries deteriorated after Takaichi 
told parliament on November 
7 that a potential Chinese at-
tack on Taiwan could prompt 
a military response from Ja-

pan. Her remarks drew a sharp 
backlash from Beijing, which 
has demanded that she with-
draw or clarify her statement. 
China considers Taiwan part 
of its territory and has not 
ruled out using force to bring 
the island under its control, 
while Taiwan firmly rejects 
China’s sovereignty claims.

In its statement, the China 
Coast Guard asserted that ves-
sel 1307 and its formation con-
ducted a lawful patrol inside 
the territorial waters of what 
China calls the Diaoyu Islands. 

Clashes between Chinese and 
Japanese vessels in this area 
are frequent, as both countries 
claim sovereignty over the is-
lands.

Japan has faced increasing 
diplomatic pressure since 
Takaichi’s comments. 

China’s Consul General in 
Osaka issued a provocative 
remark that triggered a formal 
protest from Tokyo. 

Beijing then summoned Ja-
pan’s ambassador for the first 
time in over two years, and 
China’s defence ministry 

warned that any Japanese in-
volvement in a Taiwan conflict 
would be futile.

Meanwhile, China advised 
its citizens against travelling to 
Japan, leading several Chinese 
airlines to offer free ticket 
changes or refunds. 

Taiwan’s defence ministry 
also reported heightened mil-
itary activity, detecting doz-
ens of Chinese aircraft and 
naval ships operating near the 
island as part of what it de-
scribed as ongoing pressure 
tactics.

SENKAKU TENSIONS ESCALATE

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Britain to make refugee status 
temporary under asylum overhaul
Britain has announced its most sweeping asylum overhaul yet, making refugee 

status temporary and extending settlement waits to 20 years
LONDON 

 
Britain has announced its 
most far-reaching reform of 
asylum policy in decades, in-
troducing measures that will 
make refugee status tempo-
rary and extend the path to 
permanent settlement from 
five years to 20. 

The Labour government, 
under pressure from the rising 
popularity of the anti-immi-
gration Reform UK party, 
aims to curb irregular migra-
tion, particularly small-boat 
crossings from France.

Inspired by Denmark’s 
stringent model, the Home 
Office plans to make refugee 
protection subject to review 
every two and a half years. 
Status may be revoked if a 
person’s home country is 

deemed safe. The government 
also intends to withdraw 
housing and financial support 
from asylum seekers who are 
able to work but do not, or 
who commit offences, priori-
tising assistance for those 
contributing economically 
and socially.

Home Secretary Shabana 
Mahmood said she would un-
veil additional details soon, 

including proposed changes 
to how Article 8 of the Euro-
pean Convention on Human 
Rights, which relates to the 
right to family life, is inter-
preted in immigration cases. 
She argued the provision is 
frequently used to block re-
movals of those who have no 
legal right to remain.

Charities and rights groups 
have sharply criticised the re-

forms, calling them harmful, 
divisive, and likely to fuel 
hostility and violence against 
migrants. 

They argue that temporary 
status will trap refugees in 
p ro longed  uncer ta in ty. 
Nonetheless, the government 
says it will expand “safe and 
legal” routes for those flee-
ing danger.

The shift comes as immi-
gration has surpassed the 
economy as voters’ top con-
cern. More than 109,000 peo-
ple sought asylum in Britain 
in the year to March 2025, the 
highest in over two decades. 
Ministers say the overhaul 
will align the UK with prac-
tices in several European na-
tions, though critics contend it 
risks creating a harsher and 
less humane system.

120 injured as Gen 
Z-styled protests 
spread to Mexico

MEXICO CITY
  

Protests inspired by “Genera-
tion Z” spread across Mexico 
as thousands of people 
demonstrated against worsen-
ing violence, following the 
high-profile killing of an an-
ti-crime mayor earlier this 
month. The unrest, which 
spanned several cities, under-
scored growing frustration 
among young Mexicans over 
crime, corruption, and impu-
nity. At least 120 people - 100 
of them police officers - have 
been injured in clashes during 
anti-government protests in 
Mexico City, police said. 
Thousands of demonstrators 
marched in the Mexican cap-
ital on Saturday to protest 
against violent crime and 
President Claudia Shein-
baum's government.

In Mexico City, tensions 
escalated when a small con-
tingent of hooded protesters 
dismantled metal barriers sur-
rounding the National Palace, 
where President Claudia 
Sheinbaum resides. Reuters 
witnesses reported clashes be-
tween demonstrators and riot 
police, who responded with 
tear gas. According to Mexico 
City Public Safety Secretary 
Pablo Vazquez, around 100 
police officers were injured 
during the confrontation, 40 
of whom required hospital 
treatment. He also reported 20 
civilian injuries, along with 
20 arrests and another 20 in-
dividuals detained for admin-

istrative violations.
Protest marches were held 

nationwide, including in Mi-
choacan, where anger has 
surged following the Nov. 1 
assassination of Uruapan 
Mayor Carlos Manzo. The 
mayor was shot dead during a 
public Day of the Dead cele-
bration, intensifying public 
outrage over insecurity. In the 
capital, some demonstrators 
directed their frustrations at 
President Sheinbaum’s ruling 
Morena party, chanting “Out, 
Morena” and calling for 
stronger action against crimi-
nal violence. Others shouted, 
“Carlos did not die, the gov-
ernment killed him,” accusing 
authorities of failing to pro-
tect citizens.

A collective calling itself 
“Generation Z Mexico,” 
which organized the nation-
wide rallies, described itself 
in a widely shared manifesto 
as a non-partisan movement 
representing young people 
disillusioned with systemic 
violence and corruption. The 
group aligns itself with global 
Gen Z-led protest movements 
seeking social and political 
reform.

Thousands across 
Mexico staged Gen Z-led 
protests after the mayor 

of  Uruapan was 
murdered, sparking 
clashes, injuries and 
renewed anger over 

rising violence.

Ukraine struck a new deal with Greece to secure winter gas supplies as 
Russian attacks intensify pressure on its energy system

Ukraine agrees on gas imports 
from Greece, says Zelenskyy

KYIV
 

Ukraine has reached an agree-
ment with Greece to import 
natural gas this winter, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
announced on Sunday, 
saying the deal will 
help the country man-
age energy shortages 
caused by intensified 
Russian strikes. In a 
statement posted on 
Telegram, Zelenskiy 
said the new arrange-
ment would provide Ukraine 
with an additional supply 
route to reinforce its energy 
security during the cold 
months.

According to the president, 
Ukraine has already secured 
financing commitments for 
gas purchases and plans to 
cover nearly 2 billion euros 

(about $2.3 billion) in import 
costs. These funds, he said, 
will compensate for substan-
tial losses in domestic gas 
production triggered by Rus-
sian attacks targeting energy 

infrastructure. The 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
comes as Zelenskiy 
prepares to travel to 
Greece, followed by 
visits to France and 
Spain. As the war 
moves into its fourth 
year, Russia has in-

creased assaults on Ukraine’s 
energy network, hitting power 
generation sites, electricity 
transmission lines, and gas 
production facilities. These 
repeated strikes have signifi-
cantly weakened Ukraine's 
ability to meet national con-
sumption needs, especially 
during winter. Zelenskiy not-

ed that Kyiv has arranged fi-
nancing for the gas imports 
through European institutions, 
including banks backed by 
European Commission guar-
antees, along with support 
from Ukrainian financial in-
stitutions. He also said coop-
eration with U.S. partners is 
ongoing to ensure that the full 
amount needed for imports is 
secured. Expanding energy 
partnerships remains central 
to Ukraine’s strategy this win-
ter. Zelenskiy highlighted on-
going collaboration with Pol-
ish counterparts,  where 
Ukraine is working alongside 
Azerbaijan to diversify energy 
routes. Kyiv hopes these ef-
forts will lead to new long-
term supply contracts, further 
strengthening the nation’s re-
silience against disruptions 
caused by the war.

Ukraine set to restart prisoner exchange talks with Russia 
KYIV

 
Ukraine has signalled its read-
iness to resume prisoner ex-
change efforts with Russia 
after renewed consultations 
mediated by Turkey and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Rustem Umerov, secretary 
of Ukraine’s National Securi-
ty and Defence Council, said 
the discussions resulted in 
both sides agreeing to reacti-
vate the Istanbul arrange-
ments, which cover the re-
lease  of  around 1 ,200 
Ukrainian captives.

Umerov noted that techni-
cal consultations will begin 
soon to finalise procedural 

and organisational steps, with 
Kyiv aiming to secure the re-
turn of its citizens by the win-
ter holidays. 

Earlier this year, Ukraine 
and Russia held three negoti-
ation rounds in Turkey—
during May, June, and July—
where they reached agree-

ments on exchanging detain-
ees and the remains of fallen 
soldiers.

In August, both nations car-
ried out another swap involv-
ing 146 prisoners, while 
Ukraine also returned eight 
residents from Russia’s Kursk 
region. That area was briefly 

captured by Ukrainian forces 
in 2024 before Russia re-
gained control in early 2025. 
The Russian soldiers involved 
in the exchange are currently 
in Belarus receiving medical 
and psychological care before 
their transfer to Russia.

Mediation by the UAE has 
played a key role in facilitat-
ing recent swaps. 

The July 23 peace talks in 
Istanbul saw both sides agree 
to exchange at least 1,200 
prisoners each, building on 
earlier agreements that prior-
itised the exchange of injured 
or seriously ill detainees, 
younger soldiers, and the bod-
ies of the deceased.

Australia welcomes Trump's removal of beef tariffs
SYDNEY 

 
Australia on Sunday offered a 
measured welcome to U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s de-
cision to lift tariffs on beef, 
while reiterating its push for 
the complete removal of all 
U.S. tariffs on Australian ex-
ports. Trump scrapped duties 
on more than 200 food items, 

including beef, on Friday as 
Americans grew increasingly 
concerned about rising grocery 
bills. Australia became the larg-
est supplier of red meat to the 
United States in 2024, provid-
ing competitively priced, lean 
beef that the U.S. market lacks. 
Foreign Minister Penny Wong 
said on ABC television that the 
removal of beef tariffs was pos-

itive news for Australian pro-
ducers. However, Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese stressed 
that Canberra would continue 
to call for fully reciprocal tar-
iffs—meaning no tariffs at all 
between the two countries. 
Trump refers to some of his 
tariffs as “reciprocal,” linking 
them to the size of America’s 
trade deficit with each nation.

Pak struggles with deepening 
climate and devpt crises: Report
ISLAMABAD

 
Pakistan continues to con-
front deep-rooted socioeco-
nomic and environmental 
challenges, according to a 
new report, which high-
lights the country’s low Hu-
man Development Index 
score of 0.544 and its 168th 
global ranking. Pakistan 
also stands 15th in the Cli-
mate Risk Index 2026, re-
flecting its extreme vulner-
ability to climate impacts 
that successive governments 
have struggled to manage.

These risks are intensified 
by heavier rainfall in key 
catchment areas, accelerat-
ing silt buildup in major 
dams and reducing water 
storage capacity, ultimately 
heightening flood threats. 
Rising temperatures are cre-
ating heat and water stress, 
especially in arid regions, 
harming agricultural pro-
ductivity. Air pollution from 
vehicles, industry, and farm-
ing has led to chronic smog 
in major cities, disrupting 
aviation, reducing visibility, 

and causing widespread re-
spiratory illness.

The Diplomat report 
notes declining forest cover, 
severe saline intrusion in 
the Indus Delta, and damage 
to mangroves, fisheries, and 
coastal farmlands. Sea-level 
rise and frequent cyclones 
are endangering coastal 
communities, while water 
disputes, health crises, and 
climate-induced migration 
deepen national instability. 
The Indus Basin remains 
under severe pressure, with 
NASA identifying it in 2015 
as the world’s second-most 
overstressed aquifer.

Extreme weather events 
continue to inflict major 
economic losses. At recent 
COP summits, Pakistan has 
repeatedly called for fair 
climate financing and adap-
tation support, especially 
after the devastating 2022 
floods that affected 33 mil-
lion people. However, the 
absence of top federal lead-
ers at COP30 signals shift-
ing priorities and tempered 
expectations.

Indian Naval 
Chief visits USS 
Daniel Inouye

WASHINGTON
 

Indian Naval Chief Admiral 
Dinesh K. Tripathi visited the 
Arleigh Burke–class guid-
ed-missile destroyer USS 
Daniel Inouye in the United 
States, where he was briefed 
on the vessel’s advanced up-
grades, multi-mission capa-
bilities, and sophisticated 
maritime surveillance sys-
tems. He also toured Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor–Hickam, 
receiving updates on the op-
erational readiness and ongo-
ing initiatives of the US Pa-
cific Fleet and units stationed 
at the joint facility. 

According to an official 
statement, Admiral Tripathi’s 
visit underscores the grow-
ing emphasis on interopera-
bility and operational coordi-
nation between the Indian 
and US navies. The Indian 
Navy, in a post on X, high-
lighted that the tour rein-
forced both nations’ shared 
commitment to maintaining 
peace, stability, and cooper-
ation across the Indo-Pacific 
region. Admiral Tripathi is in 
the US on an official visit 
aimed at deepening the long-
standing maritime partner-
ship—an important pillar of 
the broader India-US De-
fence Partnership.

On Saturday, he held a se-
ries of high-level meetings 
with senior US military lead-
ers, including Admiral Sam-
uel J. Paparo, Commander of 
the US Indo-Pacific Com-
mand; Admiral Stephen T. 
Koehler, Commander of the 
US Pacific Fleet; and Lieu-
tenant General James F. 
Glynn, Commander of US 
Marine Forces Pacific. The 
discussions reviewed major 
areas of defence cooperation, 
stressing enhanced maritime 
security.
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Hyundai announces ₩125 trillion investment in AI
SEOUL

Hyundai Motor Group on 
Sunday unveiled an unprece-
dented investment plan worth 
125.2 trillion won (USD 86 
billion) to be spent in South 
Korea over the next five 
years. The announcement 
marks the largest investment 
in the company’s history and 
demonstrates Hyundai’s long-
term strategy to secure  
advanced technological lead-
ership while reinforcing  
its domestic manufacturing 
capabilities.

The move follows the re-
cent Seoul–Washington joint 
fact sheet that reduced U.S. 
tariffs on South Korean cars 

and auto parts from 25 per-
cent to 15 percent, unlocking 
significant trade benefits for 
Korean automakers. The in-
vestment plan was announced 
shortly after Hyundai Motor 
Group Executive Chair Eu-
isun Chung joined other ma-
jor business leaders in a meet-

ing with President Lee Jae 
Myung to discuss post-agree-
ment measures.

The new investment target, 
scheduled for 2026–2030, 
represents a more than 40 per-
cent increase compared to the 
89.1 trillion won Hyundai in-
vested over the previous five 

years. According to the com-
pany, the funds will be used 
to accelerate breakthroughs in 
core future-business areas and 
secure what it calls funda-
mental growth drivers.

Out of the total investment, 
50.5 trillion won is earmarked 
for future-focused sectors 
such as artificial intelligence, 
robotics, and software-de-
fined vehicles (SDVs). A fur-
ther 38.5 trillion won will 
support research and develop-
ment initiatives, while 36.2 
trillion won is designated for 
upgrading and expanding pro-
duction facilities.

Hyundai also announced 
plans to retroactively cover 
U.S. tariffs imposed this year 

on key parts suppliers for 
Hyundai and Kia plants in the 
United States — a gesture 
aimed at reinforcing supply 
chain stability and supporting 
partner companies affected by 
trade pressures.

Industry analysts estimate 
that due to the new tariff re-
duction, Hyundai Motor 
Group could save approxi-
mately 4 trillion won in addi-
tional costs, creating more 
room for strategic reinvest-
ments. The aggressive funding 
underscores Hyundai’s ambi-
tion to remain at the forefront 
of global automotive innova-
tion in an era increasingly de-
fined by AI-driven mobility 
and robotics integration.

HYUNDAI AI INVESTMENT
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India’s spice exports 
set to rise as Trump 

reverses tariff increase

GenAI adoption  
surges across Indian 

businesses

Jagriti consumer 
grievance platform 

crosses 2.75 lakh users 

New Delhi
Indian exports of food 

goods such as spices, tea 
and cashew nuts to the US 

market are set to benefit 
from a major tariff cut an-

nounced by President 
Donald Trump on nearly 

200 food products to 
make them more afforda-

ble for local consumers, 
following a political back-

lash over rising prices. 
Among the products in-
cluded in the revised list 
are an array of Indian ex-

ports, black pepper, cloves, 
cumin, cardamom, turmer-
ic, ginger, several tea varie-

ties, mango derivatives 
and nuts such as cashew.

New Delhi
India’s enterprise AI land-
scape has reached an in-

flexion point as nearly half 
of Indian enterprises (47 

per cent) now have multi-
ple Generative AI (GenAI) 
use cases live while 23 per 

cent are in pilot stage - 
marking a decisive shift 

from pilots to perfor-
mance, a report said on 

Sunday. Indian enterpris-
es are demonstrating 

strong confidence by em-
bedding AI into core busi-
ness workflows to deliver 
measurable results. Nota-

bly, 76 per cent of busi-
ness leaders believe that 
GenAI will have a signifi-

cant business impact, 
and 63 per cent feel ready 

to leverage it effectively.

New Delhi
The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs on Sunday 

announced that its unified 
consumer grievance plat-
form, e-Jagriti, has regis-

tered more than 2.75 lakh 
users since its launch on 
January 1, 2025. The user 
base also includes 1,388 

Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs), highlighting the 

platform’s growing reach.
Launched as a next-gen-

eration digital system, 
e-Jagriti aims to stream-
line and modernise con-

sumer grievance redressal 
across India. The platform 

consolidates older sys-
tems such as the Online 

Consumer Mediation Sys-
tem (OCMS), e-Daakhil, 
NCDRC Case Manage-
ment System, and the 

CONFONET portal, offer-
ing users a single, integrat-
ed interface for filing and 
tracking complaints. Offi-

cials said the unified 
structure has significantly 
improved accessibility and 
efficiency in handling con-
sumer issues nationwide.

India and Russia advance talks on 
India–EAEU free trade agreement

India and Russia intensified discussions in Moscow on the proposed 
 India–EAEU Free Trade Agreement to boost economic partnership

MOSCOW

Commerce Secretary Rajesh 
Agrawal held high-level dis-
cussions in Moscow with key 
Russian and Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU) leaders 
to advance the proposed In-
dia–EAEU Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA), the Commerce 
Ministry announced on Sun-
day. The meetings form part 
of ongoing efforts to deepen 
bilateral trade and expand In-
dia’s market access across 
Eurasian economies.

Agrawal  met  Andrey 
Slepnev, Minister in charge of 
Trade at the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Commission, and 
Mikhail Yurin, Deputy Minis-
ter of Industry and Trade of 
the Russian Federation. He 
also addressed a business net-
working plenary attended by 
representatives from Indian 
and Russian industries, reiter-
ating India’s commitment to 

strengthening a balanced and 
resilient trade partnership.

The discussions built on the 
outcomes of the India–Russia 
Working Group on Trade and 
Economic Cooperation, fo-
cusing on supply chain resil-
ience, regulatory predictabili-
ty, and diversification of 
trade. These efforts align with 
the leaders’ shared vision to 
achieve $100 billion in bilat-
eral trade by 2030 while cre-

ating new opportunities for 
Indian exports  through  
industrial and technological 
collaboration.

During the meeting with 
Minister Slepnev, both sides 
reviewed the next steps for 
the India–EAEU FTA in 
goods. The Terms of Refer-
ence signed on August 20, 
2025, provide an 18-month 
roadmap to broaden market 
access for Indian MSMEs, 

farmers, and fishermen. As 
the process progresses, nego-
tiations will also examine ser-
vices and investment tracks.

In discussions with Deputy 
Minister Yurin, the Com-
merce Secretary explored av-
enues to expand trade diversi-
fication and cooperation in 
critical minerals. Key sectors 
identified for enhanced en-
gagement include pharmaceu-
ticals, telecom equipment, 
machinery, automobiles, 
chemicals, and leather.

Both sides also agreed to 
establish quarterly regula-
tor-to-regulator engagements, 
aimed at easing market  
entry barriers and improving 
trade facilitation. The visit 
marks a crucial step in In-
dia’s strategy to deepen eco-
nomic integration with the 
Eurasian region while sup-
porting exporters through 
new and emerging trade  
corridors.

S. Korea prez Lee 
reaffirms commitment 
to corporate freedom

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung on Sunday reaf-
firmed his government’s com-
mitment to minimizing barri-
ers for corporate activity, 
during a high-level meeting 
with leaders of the nation’s 
top conglomerates. The dis-
cussion comes two days after 
Seoul and Washington an-
nounced a joint fact sheet out-
lining new bilateral trade and 
security agreements, includ-
ing South Korea’s pledge to 
invest USD 350 billion in the 
U.S. in return for a tariff re-
duction from 25 percent to 15 
percent.

The government’s key role 
is to ensure companies can 
operate freely and creatively 
across global markets, Presi-
dent Lee told the participants, 
according to the presidential 
office. He emphasized that 
while securing tariff conces-
sions was a very difficult pro-
cess, the outcome reflected a 
successful strategic negotia-
tion amid shifting global eco-
nomic conditions.

Attendees included Sam-
sung Electronics Chairman 
Lee Jae-yong, SK Group 
Chairman Chey Tae-won, 
Hyundai Motor Group Exec-
utive Chair Euisun Chung, 
LG Group Chairman Koo 
Kwang-mo, and top execu-
tives from HD Hyundai and 
Hanwha. President Lee urged 
them to adapt swiftly to the 
new trade framework and 
seize emerging opportunities.

What is more important is 
the future, he said, noting that 
companies play a frontline 
role in sustaining livelihoods 
and driving economic growth. 
He pledged government sup-
port, including deregulation 

and rapid resolution of corpo-
rate challenges.

Addressing concerns that 
massive U.S. investments 
could affect domestic priori-
ties, Lee called on companies 
to maintain strong commit-
ments at home. In response, 
industry leaders announced 
plans to boost hiring and ex-
pand local investments.

Samsung’s Lee revealed 
plans to hire 60,000 workers 
domestically over the next 
five years and expand R&D 
and facility spending. SK 
Group’s Chey announced a 
projected 600 trillion won 
(USD 412.2 billion) invest-
ment in its Yongin semicon-
ductor complex. Hyundai Mo-
tor Group plans to invest 125 
trillion won by 2030 and hire 
10,000 employees next year, 
up from 7,200 this year. Han-
wha also confirmed a 7 tril-
lion won investment in its 
U.S. shipyard, expected to 
open new avenues for Korean 
shipbuilding suppliers.

The meeting underscored 
the administration’s dual  
focus: expanding global  
trade influence while safe-
guarding domestic economic 
strength.

President Lee Jae Myung 
meets major 

conglomerate leaders, 
pledging support 

following landmark U.S. 
trade and investment 

agreement

S. Korean prez vows accountability 
after Ulsan plant collapse

President Lee Jae Myung promises full inquiry and strict action after 
seven workers die in Ulsan thermal plant collapse.

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung on Sunday 
pledged a thorough investiga-
tion into possible safety fail-
ures following the tragic col-
lapse of a 63-meter tower at a 
thermal power plant construc-
tion site in Ulsan, which 
claimed seven lives. The last 
of the trapped workers was 
recovered on Friday, marking 
a devastating end to the res-
cue operation that began after 
the November 6 accident.

In a deeply emotional mes-
sage posted on Facebook, and 
cited that President Lee ex-
pressed profound regret, stat-
ing, As the person ultimately 
in charge of public safety, I 
am genuinely and deeply sor-
ry. Despite the people’s wish-
es, all seven trapped workers 
returned to their families as 
bodies. My heart is deeply 
torn. He described the inci-
dent as one that should not 
have happened, emphasizing 

the need to prevent such 
workplace tragedies.

Lee vowed to hold those 
responsible to account, re-
gardless of rank or position. 
He called for a swift and com-
prehensive probe to determine 
the exact cause of the struc-
tural failure and whether safe-
ty protocols were overlooked. 
The president also directed 
ministries to reassess safety 
conditions at industrial sites 
nationwide, especially with 
the onset of winter, when con-
struction risks can increase.

We need to put an end to 
such a tragedy, where work-
places become a site of death, 

he wrote, highlighting his ad-
ministration’s commitment  
to improving labor safety 
standards.

In a separate post on X, Lee 
underscored the importance 
of accountability in gover-
nance, stating that rewarding 
merit and punishing negli-
gence is key to maintaining 
institutional integrity. His 
comments align with his ad-
ministration’s recent efforts to 
investigate public officials 
involved in last year’s failed 
martial law plot, while simul-
taneously introducing reforms 
to strengthen active public 
administration and restore 
confidence in the civil  
service.

The Ulsan tragedy has reig-
nited public debate over 
workplace safety and regula-
tory oversight, placing re-
newed pressure on authorities 
to enforce stricter monitoring 
and preventive measures at 
industrial sites across South 
Korea.

India’s space programme 
soars with new milestones
NEW DELHI

India’s space ambitions 
continue to scale new 
heights, marked most re-
cently by the successful 
launch of a 4,400-kg com-
munication satellite -- one 
of the heaviest the country 
has ever placed in orbit, a 
report said on Sunday. 
With decades of domestic 
innovation since the launch 
of Aryabhata in 1975, India 
entered the space age, and 
this accomplishment fur-
ther solidifies its place 
among the world's leading 
spacefaring nations.

Over the years, the Indi-
an Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) has built a 
diverse fleet of satellites 
and demonstrated strong 
launch capabilities through 
vehicles such as the PSLV, 
GSLV, and LVM3, a report 
in timesofoman.com said.

According to the report, 
the upcoming Small Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) 
is set to strengthen India's 
presence in the global 
small-satellite market.

Additionally, ISRO has 
already launched 354 for-
eign satellites from 34 
countries into orbit and 
holds the world record for 
launching 104 satellites in 
a single mission in 2017.

F o l l o w i n g  C h a n -
drayaan-3's historic landing 
close to the Moon's south 
pole in 2023 -- a feat no 

other country has accom-
plished -- India's standing 
in the world of space ex-
ploration skyrocketed.

The mission, which cost 
only $75 million -- much 
less than some Hollywood 
space movies --  was 
praised by leaders and or-
ganisations around the 
world, including NASA, 
European Space Agency, 
and the Australian Space 
Agency.

I S R O ' s  l o w - c o s t , 
high-impact approach has 
been consistently evident.

The Mars Orbiter Mis-
s i o n  ( M a n g a l y a a n ) , 
launched at $74 million, 
made India the first Asian 
nation to reach Martian or-
bit and the first worldwide 
to succeed on its maiden 
attempt. The mission, 
which was supposed to last 
six months, produced sci-
entific observations for 
eight years.

With the Aditya-L1 mis-
sion, which positioned a 
space observatory in a halo 
orbit around Lagrange 
Point 1, India also achieved 
a significant advancement 
in solar science.

‘India seen as global digital powerhouse’
NEW DELHI

India’s Digital Public Infra-
structure (DPI) has played a 
transformational role in en-
abling universal access to 
services, bridging urban–ru-
ral gaps and strengthening 
the country’s position as a 
global digital powerhouse, a 
senior government official 
said on Sunday.

Addressing an event organ-
ised by the Indian Institute of 
Corporate Affairs (IICA), 
Special DG, BISAG-N, Min-
istry of Electronics and IT, 
Vinay Thakur, placed special 
focus on the scale, strength, 
and evolution of India’s Dig-
ital Public Infrastructure 

(DPI) – considered one of the 
most advanced in the world.

He highlighted how initia-
tives such as Aadhaar, Uni-
fied Payments Interface 
(UPI), DigiLocker, Bharat-
Net, Co-WIN, UMANG, 
MeghRaj Cloud and GIS-
based platforms of BISAG-N 
have collectively transformed 
governance, public service 
delivery and citizen empow-
erment.

Thakur, a national expert 
in digital governance and cy-
bersecurity, emphasised that 
these achievements are a di-
rect reflection of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s vision-
ary Digital India movement, 
which aims to build a digital-

ly empowered society and 
knowledge economy. Thakur 
emphasised how the Prime 
Minister’s leadership has en-
abled technology to become 
a tool for social inclusion, 
transparency and economic 
acceleration.

Thakur also stressed the 
critical need for cybersecuri-
ty frameworks to secure the 
nation’s growing digital eco-
system. He highlighted the 
rising cyber threats, impor-
tance of the DPDP Act, 
AI-enabled cyberattacks, ur-
gent need for post-quantum 
cryptography (PQC) and the 
significance of indigenous 
solutions for digital sover-
eignty.

Indian govt on 
devpt path to 

empower citizens: 
Jim Rogers

NEW DELHI

The Narendra Modi-led cen-
tral government understands 
that prosperity is good, success 
is good and they want people 
to be successful as earlier gov-
ernments kept talking about 
but never meant it, veteran 
American investor and finan-
cial commentator Jim Rogers 
has said. Rogers said he has 
always been a fan of India as a 
country, but never the govern-
ment that was in power before 
2014. However, the concrete 
development happening under 
the current government made 
him appreciate the Indian gov-
ernment for the first time.

Well, I will tell you, I have 
been a fan of India as a coun-
try all my life, but never of the 
government, the veteran inves-
tor said. But it seems to me 
that now, for the first time in 
my investment career, the gov-
ernment in India seems to un-
derstand that prosperity is 
good, success is good, and 
they want people to be suc-
cessful. They always said it, 
but they never meant it earlier, 
he added.

Now, this government un-
derstands and means it, and it's 
very exciting for the future of 
India, for the first time in my 
investment life, he said further.

Speaking on the potential 
India-US trade deal, Rogers 
said that he is excited about 
the nation making any deal be-
cause now the government 
have understood that prosper-
ity is good. I am happy if India 
is making deals with many 
countries, be it the US or any 
other nation. The country is 
going to be highly successful 
in future, he noted.  Roger also 
condemned the Delhi car blast, 
saying that the People behind 
the incident, which took place 
near the Red Fort Metro Sta-
tion, will not be successful as 
India is developing fast and is 
going to be a very exciting na-
tion in the future.

FM to continue pre-budget 
consultations with industry stakeholders 
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry will re-
sume pre-Budget consulta-
tions for the Union Budget 
2026–27 on November 18, 
beginning with meetings in-
volving capital market repre-
sentatives, startups, and the 
manufacturing sector. On 
November 19, discussions 
will focus on the BFSI and 
IT industries, followed by 
hospitality, tourism, and la-
bour unions on November 

20. Infrastructure, energy, 
and urban development 
stakeholders are scheduled 
for November 21, with social 
sector representatives con-
cluding the exercise on No-
vember 26. 

Last week, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman held 
initial consultations with 
leading economists and later 
met MSME stakeholders, 
joined by senior officials from 
the Department of Economic 
Affairs.
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Easy to make and use, but can inflict maximum damage; low risk for attacker, except in suicide 
blasts; these combinations make IEDs a weapon of choice for terror groups worldwide

IED: 
5 deadly parts and a 

castrophic 
outcome

A WEAPON OF CHOICE

We’re breathing plastic! 
A toxic secret...

India, already battling some of the 
world’s most severe air pollution, 

faces a worrying new dimension to 
its air quality crisis: the presence of 

inhalable microplastics. The phrase 
“breathing plastic” has become a 

stark descriptor for a threat that is 
often invisible but potentially carries 

profound health risks.

Ubiquitous microplastics
A study by scientists from the 
Indian Institute of Tropical Me-
teorology found thousands of 
tiny plastic particles in air sam-
ples from Delhi, even during 
summer and monsoon seasons. 
These microplastics are a sig-
nifica1nt, year-round pollutant.

Sources of microplastics
These particles originate from 
various everyday sources, in-
cluding clothing fibers, sin-
gle-use plastics, and the wear-
down of car tires.

Health mpacts
 Inhalation: Microplastics 

can enter the human body 
through inhalation, with par-
ticles small enough to reach 
deep into the lungs.

 “Trojan Horse” effect: 
Airborne microplastics can 
act as a vector, carrying harm-
ful chemicals and pathogens 
into the body.

 Potential risks: Studies 
suggest potential health risks 
like bronchitis, lung inflam-
mation, and cancer. They 

have also been found in pla-
centas and breast milk.

 Slow, silent danger: Medi-
cal experts warn of the slow, 
silent danger these man-made 
particles pose, as they can act 
slowly within the body.

Unmonitored 
and unmanaged
Existing guidelines for waste 
management in India do not ad-
equately address the challenges 
posed by airborne microplas-
tics, leaving them largely un-
monitored and unmanaged.

India’s pollution landscape
India is one of the most pol-
luted countries, with a high 
prevalence of plastic waste. 
The burning of plastics also 
contributes to air pollution, 
releasing toxic dioxins and 
increasing ground-level ozone 
conducted by institutions like 
the Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research (IIS-
ER) in Calcutta, have sound-
ed the alarm on these micro-
scopic plastic fragments—less 
than 10 micrometres wide—
that are small enough to pen-
etrate deep into human lungs.

Key findings on airborne 
microplastics in India
 Significant Concentration: 

Researchers analyzing air 

samples from major metro-
politan areas like Kolkata, 
Delhi, Chennai, and Mumbai 
have documented alarming 
levels. Average concentrations 
of inhalable microplastics 
were found to be highest in 
Kolkata (around 14 micro-
grams per cubic metre (\mu\
text{g/m}^3)) and Delhi 
(around 13 \mu\text{g/m}^3).
 Daily Inhalation: The stud-

ies suggest a high rate of ex-
posure. A person spending 
eight hours in a busy market 
in these cities could inhale 
hundreds of microplastic par-
ticles daily. For example, es-
timates point to 370 particles 
daily in Kolkata and 300 in 
Delhi.

 Seasonal Variation: Stud-
ies, particularly in Delhi, have 
noted that the estimated aver-
age daily exposure to micro-
plastics can nearly double 
during the summer months 
compared to winter.
 Sources of the Plastic: The 

most abundant component of 
these airborne particles is of-
ten polyester fibres, primarily 
shed from synthetic clothing 
and textiles. 

Other key contributors include
 Polyethylene (from sin-

gle-use packaging).
 Styrene-butadiene rubber 

(from vehicle tyres and foot-
wear wear).

 The “Trojan Horse” Dan-
ger: One of the most critical 
concerns is that these tiny 
plastic particles do not travel 
alone. Their rough, hydropho-
bic (water-repelling) surfaces 
make them ideal carriers, or 
“Trojan horses,” for a cocktail 
of harmful substances:

 Toxic Chemicals: Heavy 
metals like lead, arsenic, and 
chromium have been found 
adhered to the microplastics.

 Pathogens: Bacterial and 
fungal species have also been 
documented on the surface of 
these airborne plastic frag-
ments, raising the risk of 
transporting disease-causing 
microbes directly into the re-
spiratory system.

Health and Regulatory  
Implications
While research is ongoing, 
the inhalation of microplastics 
is linked to a range of poten-
tial health issues, including:

 Respiratory Problems: In-
flammation, asthma, bronchi-
tis, and pneumonia.

 Systemic Risk: The small-
est particles can potentially 
enter the bloodstream, posing 
risks for cardiovascular dis-
eases and even cancer over 
chronic exposure.

Dr Vijay 
Garg 
Retired  

Principal & 
Educationist

Call to add microplastics in pollutants
This escalating threat has prompted calls for regulatory action. India’s National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed 

the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to consider officially including microplastics in the list of pollutants 
regulated under the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), recognizing the urgent need to monitor and 
mitigate this overlooked air contaminant. The “breathing plastic” phenomenon highlights that India’s air pollution 

challenge is multifaceted, stemming not only from traditional sources like vehicular emissions and industrial activity 
but also from the ubiquitous use and poor disposal of plastic products in daily life.

Crucial need of National Counter-IED Policy
These challenges show why India needs a full National Counter-IED Policy that 

covers both big-picture strategy and ground-level action, making sure all agencies 
work together with clear roles and responsibilities. And finally, full credit must go to 

the brave doctor-cop of Srinagar, who smartly identified the Jaish posters, carried out 
a deep investigation, and led an almost perfect operation that successfully busted 
this new type of terror module. His work reminds us that vigilance and intelligence 

are our best weapons against terror. But tragically, on Friday night at Nowgam police 
station, nine people including policemen and forensic experts were killed when seized 

explosives accidentally detonated during examination, reminding us that improper 
storage and handling of confiscated explosives can be equally deadly.

Misuse of commercial explosives, detonators
Commercial explosives and detonators are legally 
used for mining, road work, and construction, but 

only with a proper license. The Petroleum and 
Explosives Safety Organization (PESO), under 

the Ministry of Commerce, keeps a close watch on 
the production, supply, storage, and final use of 

these explosives. Over the years, PESO has done an 
excellent job, but because it has limited staff and 
reach, some theft and misuse still happen at the  

end-user level, especially in insurgency-hit areas.

The recent Red Fort 
blast has once again 
brought the grim real-

ity of Improvised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs)  into our liv-
ing rooms. 

What’s IED?
An IED is basically a home-
made bomb that terrorists 
pack into a small box or 
bag, and it can injure, kill, 
and terrify innocent people. 
It shows how dangerous a 
misguided human mind can 
become when it decides to 
cause harm.

Why do terrorists  
love IEDs
But why do terrorists love 
using IEDs so much? The an-
swer is surprisingly simple. 
First, these attacks are low-

risk for the attacker be-
cause they can plant the 
device and simply walk 
away, except in suicide 
blasts. Second, IEDs are 
shockingly easy to make 
using materials that any-
one can buy from regular 
shops. This combination 
makes them the weapon 
of choice for terror 
groups across the world.

The 5 ‘deadly’  
parts of IEDs
A basic IED has just five 
main parts that work to-
gether like a deadly puz-
zle. There is a container 
to hold everything, a bat-
tery to provide power, a 
detonator that triggers the 
blast, a switch to start it 
all, and of course, the ex-
plosive material itself. 
When someone turns on 
the switch by any meth-
od, it starts the circuit and 
finally causes the explo-
sion. Terrorists often 
make these devices even 

more dangerous by adding 
ball bearings, nails, metal 
pieces, or harmful chemicals 
to increase the damage 
when it explodes.

Here is something that 
might surprise you. Most 
parts of an IED, except the 
detonator, can be made using 
common items available in 
regular shops. Most terrorists 
around the world prefer us-
ing factory-made detonators 
because they are reliable and 
work exactly as expected. 
These are professionally pro-
duced in licensed factories, 
tested and stable with proper 
quality control. But Ibrahim 
al-Asiri, Al-Qaeda’s main 
bomb-maker, was known for 
making homemade detona-
tors on his own. Even then, 
these homemade detonators 
are unsafe and unstable, 
and can be very risky to 
handle for many reasons.

Segregation  
of explosives
When investigators arrive at 

a blast site, they become de-
tectives looking for clues. M 
A Ganapathy, who was the 
Director General of the Na-
tional Security Guard from 
2021 to 2024, has shared his 
expert views on this subject 
in the Indian Express, and 
his insights help us under-
stand how investigators 
work. The type of explosive 
used gives important clues. 
It could be military-grade 
like TNT or RDX, commer-
cial like dynamite, or home-
made like ANFO made from 
simple chemicals. Each type 
helps identify the possible 
terror group behind the blast 
because terror groups usual-
ly stick to the same method 
of making IEDs. They have 
practice and skill in build-
ing that particular type, 
and they rarely change 
their way of working.

Unique bomb  
signature of terrorists
The switch mechanism also 
tells a story. It can be com-

mand-operated where the 
terrorist triggers it, tim-
er-operated, or vic-
tim-operated like suit-
case bombs or landmin-
es. The way an IED is 
carried or placed, wheth-
er in a suicide vehicle, a 
normal vehicle, or on a 
person, helps investiga-
tors identify the unique 
bomb signature of the 
te r ror i s t  g roup  in -
volved. The National 
Bomb Data Centre un-
der the NSG keeps all 
bomb blast records in 
India and gives expert 
advice on the type and 
design of each device.

Scap can turn into  
a deadly bomb!
There is some good news 
though. The numbers 
show a clear decline in 
IED blasts in both con-
flict areas and in the inte-
rior parts of the country. 
But we cannot become 
careless. The 2019 Pul-

wama suicide attack on 
the CRPF convoy shows 
how deadly these devices 
can be. That IED had 
about 200 kg of explo-
sives. Around 20 kg was 
RDX brought in from 
Pakistan, and the remain-
ing 180 kg was made 
from Superpower-90, a 
commercial explosive 
illegally taken from a 
mining area, along with 
ammonium powder and 
fertiliser that were easily 
bought locally from reg-
ular shops. This shows 
how easily available 
materials can be turned 
into a deadly mix.

The drone-carriers 
Another worrying trend 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
and Punjab is Pakistan 
sending ready-made 
sticky bombs into India 
using drones. These 
magnetic IEDs carry 
small payloads filled 
with military-grade ex-

plosives. Thankfully, 
such drone drops have 
reduced a lot in recent 
years. In Naxal areas 
too, IED blasts have  
reduced sharply.

Role of border  
surveillance
So where do terrorists 
get these explosives 
from? Military-grade ex-
plosives are mostly sent 
by Pakistani handlers 
across the border using 
drones or human couri-
ers. Even though our 
border security is much 
better now, as Ganapathy 
points out, our soldiers 
must stop every attempt 
to smuggle explosives. 
But the masterminds 
need to get lucky only 
once to send a big batch 
across. So it becomes a 
constant cat-and-mouse 
game where we must 
keep improving our sur-
veillance and stay alert 
all the time.

Girish  
Linganna
Defence and  

Space Analyst
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Massive trailer event planned for 
Andhra King Taluka

Energetic Star Ram Pothineni is 
gearing up to thrill audiences with 

his upcoming film Andhra King Talu-
ka. The movie, described as a biopic of 
a dedicated fan, has been steadily gain-
ing attention. Each update from the 
team — from the catchy songs to the 
striking teaser — has pushed expecta-
tions even higher. Directed by Mahesh 
Babu P., the film is shaping up to be 
one of the season’s most talked-about 
releases. The makers have announced 
that the highly awaited trailer will be 
unveiled on November 18 in Kurnool. 

What makes the event even 
more special is a grand 
drone show planned on a 
never-seen-before scale. 
Organizers expect a mas-
sive turnout of movie lov-
ers, and they aim to make 
the event creative, energet-
ic, and unforgettable. The 
team hopes the show will 
set a new benchmark for 
promotional events in 
Telugu cinema. Produced 
by Mythri Movie Makers 
on a large scale, Andhra 
King Taluka features Bha-

gyashri Borse as the female lead. Actor 
Upendra plays a key role that is expect-
ed to add strength to the story. Music is 
being handled by the popular compos-
er duo Vivek-Mervin, whose tunes are 
already generating strong interest 
among fans.

Rajamouli faces 
huge IMAX test with 

VARANASI
Director SS Rajamouli has finally 

revealed the t i t le  of  his 
much-awaited film with Superstar 

Mahesh Babu. The movie, named Vara-
nasi, has already wowed audiences with 
its first glimpse, which highlights massive 
visuals, ambitious ideas, and rich 
world-building. But behind all the excite-
ment lies what may be the toughest chal-
lenge of Rajamouli’s career.

Varanasi is being made fully for IMAX, 
one of the most demanding formats in 
global cinema. 

Fans are thrilled because the film will 
be presented in the large 1.43:1 IMAX 
screens, known for delivering an un-
matched immersive experience. However, 

this choice also brings in-
tense pressure, as 

IMAX requires 
flawless clarity, 

perfect light-
ing, sharp 
VFX, and 
extremely 

precise framing. Even small mistakes 
look bigger on these screens.

The challenge becomes even tougher 
because Varanasi is only the second Indi-
an film designed completely for IMAX. 
The first is Nitish Tiwari’s Ramayana, 
starring Ranbir Kapoor, Sai Pallavi, and 
Yash.  That film is set for a Diwali 2026 
release and is already listed on IMAX’s 
global slate. Since Ramayana arrives first, 
it will set the technical bar for Indian 
IMAX filmmaking. If it impresses, Ra-
jamouli must match or surpass it.

Rajamouli is known for mixing strong 
emotions with grand spectacle, and Vara-
nasi demands artistic beauty along with 
technological mastery. 

Every department—from camera work 
to VFX—must operate at peak perfor-
mance. The early glimpse has sparked 
worldwide discussions, and excitement is 
rising quickly. Planned for a summer 
2027 release, likely March 17, Varanasi is 
expected to push Indian cinema to new 
global heights.

Beloved 
Simpsons 

writer Dan 
McGrath 
passes 
away

Beloved comedy writer Dan 
McGrath, known for shap-

ing some of television’s most 
memorable animated moments, 
has died at the age of 61.

McGrath passed away on 
November 14 at a Brooklyn 
hospital  after suffering a 
stroke. 

His sister, Gail McGrath Ga-
rabadian, shared the heart-
breaking news online, calling 
him a “one-of-a-kind” brother 
whose loss leaves the family 
devastated.

Born in Brooklyn in 1964, 
McGrath studied at Regis High 
School and later Harvard Uni-
versity, where he helped lead 
The Harvard Lampoon and di-
rected theater productions.

His sharp wit earned him an 
Emmy nomination for his work 
on “Saturday Night Live” in 
1992, during which he fre-
quently wrote with stars Chris 
Farley and Adam Sandler.

McGrath’s most celebrated 
achievement came with the 
“Homer’s Phobia” episode of 
“The Simpsons,” which earned 
him an Emmy in 1997. 

The  ep isode  addressed 
themes of acceptance and mis-
understanding through its hu-
morous yet heartfelt story.

He also contributed to other 
fan-favorite episodes, includ-
ing “Boy-Scoutz ’n the Hood,” 
“The Devil and Homer Simp-
son,” and “Time and Punish-
ment.”

Akhanda 2 trailer 
date creates big buzz
Ex c i t e m e n t  i s 

building among 
fans as Akhanda 2 
moves closer to its 
grand release. The 
team behind the film, 
l e d  b y  d i r e c t o r 

Boyapati Sreenu and 
star Nandamuri Bal-
akrishna, is preparing for a theatrical debut on December 5, 
2025. The makers have also confirmed a 3D version, 
adding even more curiosity to the popular fran-

chise. Industry circles are 
b u z z i n g  t h a t  t h e 

long-awaited trailer will be 
launched on November 28 in 

Hyderabad. While the team has 
not made an official announcement 

yet, sources suggest that 
preparations for the event 

are underway. Fans are wait-
ing for confirmation, hoping the 

trailer will offer a clear glimpse of the 
scale and intensity Boyapati is known for. 

Promotions for the film are expected to be-
gin soon. The team has planned to start with a 

song launch event in Vizag. After that, they will 
move to Bengaluru and other major cities for addi-
tional promotional activities. A complete schedule 
is likely to be shared in the coming days. Akhanda 
2 features Samyuktha, Aadi Pinisetty, and sever-
al actors in important roles. Producers Raam 
Achanta and Gopi Achanta are backing the proj-
ect, with M. Tejeswini Nandamuri presenting it.

Jeremy Renner denies any deal with Yi Zhou
Jeremy Renner’s legal team has 

denied that the actor reached 
any settlement with filmmaker Yi 
Zhou, contradicting her claim of a 
“respectful resolution.”

 Zhou had earlier told TMZ that 
she and Renner had resolved 

their differences amicably and 
thanked his attorney, Marty Sing-

er, for facilitating the talks. 
She said the resolution 
would allow both to contin-
ue their projects, including 
Chronicles of Disney and 
Stardust Future.

However, Singer clari-
fied that no agreement 
exists.  “There was no 
deal reached with Yi 
Zhou to resolve my cli-
ent Jeremy Renner’s 
substantial multi-mil-
l ion dol lar  c la ims 
against her,” he told 

TMZ. Singer also 
s ta ted that 
Z h o u  h a d 
“fabricated a 
story” about 
using Ren-
ner in an an-
imated mov-
ie when he 
h a d  o n l y 
a g r e e d  t o 
par t ic ipa te 
in a docu-

mentary. Zhou responded on Ins-
tagram, saying she understood 
that Renner’s side was okay with 
the discussions but claimed she 
would not retract her earlier 
statements. 

“I am willing to offer peace 
for all of us and forgiveness 
and move on.  We can’t be 
forced to retract what we 
don’t wish to retract as 
they are the truth I ex-
perienced,” she wrote.

The dispute follows 
Zhou’s November 7 
allegations that Ren-
ner sent her unwant-
ed explicit images 
in June 2025 and 
later threatened 
to involve U.S. 

Immigra t ion 
and Customs En-
forcement (ICE). 
Zhou claimed she 
h a d  p r e v i o u s l y 
dated Renner and 
said she felt fright-
ened by his actions. 

As the situation un-
folds, both parties re-
main firm in their ver-
sions of events, and 
fans are closely watch-
ing for further updates 
on this high-profile con-
troversy.

WAVES Film 
Bazaar 

showcases global 
film projects

NEW DELHI
 

The  19th  edi t ion  of 
WAVES Film Bazaar, In-
dia’s leading film market, 
is set to return with an ex-
citing Co-Production Mar-
ket featuring feature films 
and documentaries seeking 
international financing. 
The event will be held at 
the Marriott Resort in Goa 
from November 20 to 24, 
2025, alongside the 56th 
International Film Festival 
of India (IFFI). This year, 
22 feature projects with 
global appeal have been 
selected, showcasing sto-
ries from India, France, the 
UK, Canada, the USA, 
Russia, the Philippines, 
and Singapore. The films 
represent a wide variety of 
languages including Hin-
di, Urdu, Bengali, Mani-
puri, Tangkhul, Nepali, 
Malayalam, Haryanvi, 
English, Gujarati, Lada-
khi, Konkani, Kannada, 
Marathi, Punjabi, Kash-
miri, Russian, Sanskrit, 
and Odia. Filmmakers 
will get a chance to pitch 
their projects to interna-
tional and Indian produc-
ers, distributors.

Actor Lakshmi Manchu has spoken openly 
about a difficult experience from her teenage 

years. In an interview with Hauterrfly, she recalled 
being touched inappropriately for the first time 
when she was just 15 and studying in Class 10.

Lakshmi, daughter of veteran actor Mohan 
Babu, shared that she had a protected child-

hood and usually travelled to school with 
her driver, bodyguard, and mother. Howev-

er, during one trip to collect hall tickets, stu-
dents were asked to travel by public 

transport. Excited for the outing, she 
did not expect what followed.

On the way, strangers misbe-
haved with her. “The violation I 
faced made me feel dirty and con-
fused,” she recalled. “I was only 
15. When I told my friends, they 
said it had happened to them too. 
That’s when I realized I wasn’t 
alone.”

Reflecting on the incident, 
Lakshmi said such experiences 
are sadly common for women 
using public transport in India. 
During the #MeToo movement, 
she said she broke down be-
cause every issue mentioned 
by women’s rights groups had 
happened to her as well.

Lakshmi also said that be-
ing from a well-known fami-

ly sometimes makes speaking 
out harder, as public attention 
often feels burdensome.

The actor was last seen in 
the 2024 film Adiparvam 
and the JioHotstar series 
Yakshini. She also appeared 
as a contestant on The Trai-
tors India earlier this year.

Lakshmi Manchu opens up 
about her painful memory
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Arjun Erigaisi delivered a stun-
ning performance to defeat 

former World Cup winner Levon 
Aronian and reach the FIDE World 
Cup quarterfinals at Resort Rio. 
After a tense draw in the first 
game, Arjun unleashed a brilliant 
knight sacrifice in the second, 
forcing Aronian’s resignation and 
drawing cheers from fans outside 

the venue. Aronian, gracious as 
ever, congratulated the rising In-
dian star days after naming him 
his favourite. With this victory, 
Arjun becomes one of only two 
top-10 seeds in the last eight and 
now faces China’s Wei Yi. Mean-
while, Pentala Harikrishna settled 
for another draw and heads to tie-
breaks today. 

I ndia captain Shubman Gill has been 
ruled out of the rest of the first Test 

against South Africa after sustaining 
a neck injury on Day 2. The BCCI 
confirmed that Gill remains under 
hospital observation and will take no 
further part in the match. Gill retired 
hurt on 4 after appearing to strain his 
neck while playing a sweep shot off 
Simon Harmer. He was later stretch-

ered into an ambulance with his neck 
immobilised. The team management 
said he will continue to be monitored 
by the BCCI medical staff. With Gill 
unavailable, vice-captain Rishabh 
Pant will lead India for the remainder 
of the Test. Assistant coach Morne 
Morkel suggested the issue may have 
stemmed from a “bad night’s sleep,” 
rather than workload. 

Australia-born forward Ryan 
Williams, who recently se-

cured his Indian passport, has been 
included in India’s 23-member 
squad for the AFC Asian Cup 2027 
Qualifiers match against Bangladesh 
in Dhaka on November 18. The 
team has been training in Bengaluru 
since November 6. Williams will 
travel with the squad, but his partic-

ipation in the match depends on re-
ceiving a No-Objection Certificate 
from Football Australia, followed by 
mandatory clearances from FIFA 
and the AFC. The squad features se-
nior players such as Gurpreet Singh 
Sandhu, Sandesh Jhingan, Suresh 
Singh Wangjam and Lallianzuala 
Chhangte, with Khalid Jamil leading 
the team as head coach. 

GOA KOLKATA NEW DELHI

Arjun Erigaisi Stuns Aronian to 
Enter FIDE World Cup Quarterfinals

Shubman Ruled Out of Remainder 
of First Test with Neck Injury

Australia-Born Ryan Williams Named 
in India Squad for AFC Qualifiers

Historic Upset: SA Hand India 
First Home Loss Since 2010

Harmer’s 8-wicket masterclass sinks India on treacherous pitch as hosts collapse
KOLKATA

South Africa stunned India by 
30 runs in a dramatic third-
day finish at the Eden Gar-
dens, handing the hosts their 
first home defeat to the Prote-
as since 2010. Chasing a 
modest 124 on a crumbling 
surface, India folded for just 
93, conceding a 0-1 deficit in 
the two-Test series. Simon 
Harmer, the veteran off-spin-
ner with more than 1,000 
first-class wickets, produced 
a match-defining perfor-

mance, finishing with figures 
of 4/21 in the second innings 
and eight for 51 overall.

India’s chase began under 
immense pressure as the pitch 
continued to play tricks. With 
Shubman Gill unavailable to 
bat, the effective scoreline of 
38/4 deepened the sense of 
unease. Earlier in the morn-
ing, India were firmly in con-
trol with South Africa wob-
bling at 93/7. But the visitors 
dug out crucial runs to push 
their lead into a competitive 
zone, ensuring every run mat-

tered on an increasingly un-
predictable surface.

Harmer’s spell to Rishabh 
Pant represented the tension 
of the hour. After sending 
down nine consecutive dot 
balls to the left-hander, the 
off-spinner slowed his pace 
and tempted Pant into a flick. 
The edge ballooned back to 
Harmer, triggering India’s 
slide. The collapse revived 
memories of earlier chases 
gone wrong—121 all out 
against New Zealand, 170 
against England—further add-

ing to the afternoon’s anxiety.
South Africa’s early blows 

with the new ball set the tone, 
with Marco Jansen removing 
KL Rahul and Yashasvi 
Jaiswal in successive overs. 
Though Washington Sundar 
and Axar Patel showed brief 
resistance, the target proved 
too far on a pitch where no 
batter ever looked settled.

India now travel to Guwa-
hati under pressure, needing a 
win to avoid Gautam Gam-
bhir’s second home series loss 
in under a year.

IPL 2026 retention: List of RCB 
players released and retained

BENGALURU

Defending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) 
finalised their retention list, 
releasing seven players while 
holding on to a strong core 
ahead of the 2026 Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) mega auc-
tion. The franchise, fresh off 
its maiden title win, opted for 
continuity as head coach 
Andy Flower emphasised the 
importance of preserving a 
settled group that delivered 
consistent, high-quality crick-
et last season.

Among those released are 
Swastik Chikara, Mayank 
Agarwal, Liam Livingstone, 
Manoj Bhandage, Lungi Ngi-
di, Blessing Muzarabani and 
Mohit Rathee. The decisions 
reflect RCB’s strategy to free 
up purse space while allowing 
room to strengthen in targeted 
areas during the upcoming 
auction. Despite parting ways 
with experienced names like 
Agarwal and Livingstone, the 
franchise expressed confi-
dence that the outgoing play-
ers had contributed positively 
to the team environment.

RCB’s retained list under-
lines its commitment to stabil-
ity. Rajat Patidar, who will 

continue as captain, leads a 
strong contingent that in-
cludes stalwarts Virat Kohli 
and Devdutt Padikkal. The 
batting unit retains further 
firepower through Phil Salt, 
Jitesh Sharma and Tim David. 
All-round options such as 
Krunal Pandya, Swapnil 
Singh, Romario Shepherd and 
Jacob Bethell add balance 
across formats.

The franchise has also held 
on to its bowling strength 
with Josh Hazlewood, Yash 

Dayal, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
Nuwan Thushara, Rasikh 
Salam, Abhinandan Singh and 
Suyash Sharma forming a di-
verse attack equipped for var-
ied conditions. This blend of 
experience and youthful en-
terprise remains central to 
RCB’s philosophy.

Flower noted that while re-
leasing players is always dif-
ficult, the management is 
pleased with the retained core 
and will look to plug gaps 
through smart auction pur-
chases. With a solid base in 
place, RCB enter the 2026 
season aiming to build on 
their championship momen-
tum and push for back-to-
back titles.

RCB confirm retained 
core and release seven 
players ahead of  2026 

auction

MAKHACHEV MAKES HISTORY
Makhachev wins 170-pound 

title, ties UFC record with 
16th straight victory

NEW YORK

Islam Makhachev cemented his legacy as one of the UFC’s 
most dominant champions after defeating Jack Della Maddale-
na via unanimous decision at UFC 322 to claim the 170-pound 
title and tie Anderson Silva’s all-time record of 16 consecutive 
victories. In a controlled, grappling-heavy performance at Mad-

ison Square Garden, Makhachev neutralized Della 
Maddalena’s striking threat and swept the score-

cards 50-45, becoming one of the few fighters in 
UFC history to win championships in two weight 

divisions. Now 28-1, Makhachev relinquished 
his lightweight title earlier this year in pursuit of 
two-division glory — a dream he fulfilled with 

calculated precision. His win places him 
alongside legends like Georges St-
Pierre, Daniel Cormier, Randy Cou-

ture, Conor McGregor and Jon Jones, 
all of whom have captured UFC 

gold in multiple weight classes. 
“All my life I wanted two belts,” 

Makhachev said as he hoisted 
the welterweight title.

Della Maddalena, who 
entered the bout on an 
18-fight tear and in his 
first title defense, strug-
gled to find answers 

against Makhachev’s relent-
less pressure. The Australian exited the 
cage without a post-fight interview after 
suffering his first loss as champion.

The co-main event saw Valentina 
Shevchenko retain her 125-pound ti-
tle with a unanimous decision win 

over Zhang Weili in a bout that 
failed to ignite despite featuring 
two of the division’s most ac-
c o m p l i s h e d  f i g h t e r s . 

Shevchenko notched her 11th 
title fight victory and be-
came the first woman in 

UFC history to record 60 
takedowns

Slovenia Beat India to Reach 
Billie Jean King Cup Qualifiers
BENGALURU

India’s campaign to secure a 
place in next year’s Billie 
Jean King Cup Qualifiers 
ended in disappointment, as 
higher-ranked Slovenia 
clinched the Group G play-off 
2–1 at the SM Krishna Tennis 
Stadium.

The tie began with Shrivalli 
Bhamidipatty pushing 2021 
French Open semifinalist Ta-
mara Zidansek to three sets, 
but the Slovenian’s consisten-
cy proved decisive in a 6-3, 
4-6, 6-1 victory. Shrivalli re-
covered impressively after a 
shaky start, taking the second 
set with aggressive serving 
and deeper returns. But 
Zidansek regained control in 
the decider, using heavy top-
spin to push the Indian off bal-
ance and giving Slovenia an 
early 1–0 lead.

That left India’s No. 1 Saha-
ja Yamalapalli facing the must-
win pressure against Kaja Ju-
van. Backed by a loud home 
crowd, Sahaja began confi-
dently, matching the world No. 
98 from the baseline. At 3-4, 
however, Juvan carved out the 
first opening and converted a 
break point despite boos from 
the stands. Sahaja broke back 
for 4-4, but a lapse in her serve 
handed Juvan the set 6-4. The 
second set slipped away quick-

ly as Juvan tightened her con-
trol with deep, flat strokes, 
breaking twice for a com-
manding 6-2 win to seal the tie 
for Slovenia.

India found consolation in 
the doubles rubber, where 
Ankita Raina and Prarthana 
Thombare staged an impressive 
fightback against Dalila Jak-
upovic and Nika Radisic. After 
dropping the first set 1-6, the 
Indians lifted their intensity to 
take the second 6-3 and closed 
out the super tiebreak 10/7. 
For the hosts, the loss under-
scored the challenge of com-
peting against top European 
teams on a surface that fa-
voured Slovenia’s  top-
spin-heavy style.

Spain virtually seal WC 
qualification in Georgia

TBILISI

Spain moved to the brink of se-
curing direct qualification for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup with 
a dominant 4-0 victory over 
Georgia, extending their perfect 
run in Group E to five wins 
from five. Although not mathe-
matically through, their sub-
stantial goal-difference advan-
tage means only a highly im-
probable scenario — a Turkey 
win by seven goals or more in 
their final group clash — could 
deny them automatic passage.

Despite missing several key 
players, including Lamine Ya-
mal, Rodri Hernandez, Dani 
Carvajal and Nico Williams, 
La Roja were in complete 
control in Tbilisi. Mikel 
Oyarzabal opened the scoring 
from the spot after an early 
handball, marking his 20th 
goal for Spain and the 100th 
of Luis de la Fuente’s tenure. 
Martin Zubimendi and Ferran 
Torres added two well-crafted 
goals before halftime, with 
Oyarzabal heading in his sec-
ond after the break to seal a 
commanding win.

Spain have now scored 19 
goals in the group without 
conceding, underlining their 
resurgence after their Euro 
2024 triumph. Torres praised 
the collective effort, noting 
that while qualification is not 

sealed yet, confidence within 
the squad remains high.

De la Fuente, who recently 
told his players they were on 
course to become “legend-
ary,” watched his side domi-
nate possession, strike the 
woodwork through Alex Bae-
na, and continually stretch a 
Georgia team that struggled to 
match their intensity. Goal-
keeper Giorgi Mamar-
dashvili prevented 
further damage, 
bu t  Georg ia ’s 
hopes of reaching 
a first-ever World 
Cup finals ended 
with the de-
feat.

Although 
Pau Cubarsi 
came close 
to scoring 
an own goal 
late on, Spain preserved 
their perfect defensive re-
cord. Zubimendi empha-
sised that despite the 
emphatic scoreline, 
there were still im-
provements to be 
made — a senti-
ment reflective of 
Spain’s hunger to 
finish the job in 
s ty le  when 
they face 
Turkey 
next.

Palestinian Team 
Draws 50k Fans 

for Symbolic 
Friendly in Spain
BILBAO

A friendly football match in 
Bilbao drew roughly 50,000 
spectators as a selection of 
Palestinian players met a 
Basque Country team at San 
Mamés Stadium, home of 
Athletic Bilbao. Held amid 
worldwide demonstrations 
over Israel’s military actions 
in Gaza, the event blended 
football with a strong show of 
solidarity. 

All available tickets were 
taken, and the stands filled 
with Palestinian and Basque 
f l ags  whi le  thousands 
marched through the city be-
fore kickoff, chanting in sup-
port of Palestine.

Spain has seen sustained 
protests since Israel’s re-
sponse to the October 2023 
Hamas attack, with Bilbao 
often serving as a hub for ac-
tivism, including notable 
demonstrations during the 
2023 Vuelta. Saturday’s 
match featured professionals 
from Athletic Bilbao, Real 
Sociedad, and other Basque 
clubs, though Spain’s nation-
al-team players were absent 
due to World Cup qualifiers. 
For the Palestinian side, the 
game opened a short tour of 
Spain aimed at raising aware-
ness of Gaza’s humanitarian 
crisis. Their next stop is Bar-
celona, where they will face a 
Catalonia selection. Despite 
its friendly status, the match 
carried powerful symbolic 
meaning.


