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I am CM till high command
CM Siddaramaiah

decides:

BELAGAVI

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday
said in the state Assembly
that he will continue as CM
as long as the Congress high
command desires, amid
questions over leadership
and allegations of discrimi-
nation in farm loan distribu-
tion. He emphasized the par-
ty’s five-year mandate and
expressed confidence in re-
turning to power after the
2028 assembly elections.
He stated, “We [Congress]
are in power, and [ am the
Chief Minister for as long as
the high command desires.”
BJP’s V Sunil Kumar re-
marked, “Earlier, you said
you would serve a full five-
year term as CM.” Siddara-
maiah replied, “I am the CM
now, and I will continue to
be so moving forward.”
The exchange took place
during Question Hour when
Kunigal Congress MLA HD
Ranganath highlighted that
only a few farmers in his
constituency had received
cooperative crop loans. A
known supporter of Shiva-
kumar, Ranganath remarked,
“I’m not angry, but this dis-
crimination needs to be cor-
rected.” Responding, Sidda-
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Siddaramaiah says he will remain
Karnataka CM as long as high
command wishes, dismissing

leadership tussle amid farm loan

discrimination row

ramaiah, who also holds the
cooperation portfolio, as-
sured him, “Trust me, any
instances of discrimination
will be addressed.”

The situation escalated
when leader of opposition R
Ashoka suggested the dis-
crimination was intentional
and referenced Ranganath's
support for Shivakumar's
chief ministerial ambitions.

"Don't add fuel to the fire.
Opposition is meant for add-
ing fuel," the chief minister
responded to Ashoka's com-
ments. "It means there is
fire. Ashoka retorted.

Karnataka
Assembly
clears 12 bills

Belagavi

The state Assembly on
Tuesday passed 12 bills,
including the Karnataka
Rent (Amendment) Bill. The
other bills that were cleared
are the Karnataka Land Rev-
enue (Second Amendment)
Bill, the Greater Bengaluru
Governance, the Sri Malai
Mahadeshwaraswamy
Kshethra Development
Authority (Amendment)
Bill, the Chandraguthi Shree
Renukamba Kshetra Devel-
opment Authority Bill and
the Shree Chamundesh-
wari Kshetra Development
Authority and Certain Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill.
The Karnataka Cine and
Cultural Activists (Welfare)
(Amendment) Bill, Karna-
taka Labour Welfare Fund
(Amendment) Bill, Karnata-
ka Hindu Religious Institu-
tions and Charitable Endow-
ment (Amendment) Bill,
Karnataka State Universities
(Second Amendment) Bill,
Bayaluseeme Development
Board (Amendment) Bill
and Malnad Area Develop-
ment Board (Amendment)
Bill were also cleared.
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VB-G RAM G Bill introduced in
LS amid Opposition protest

Lok Sabha introduces controversial VB-G RAM G Bill 2025, replacing

NEW DELHI

The controversial Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gram-
in) (VB-G RAM G) Bill,
2025, which seeks to replace
MGNREGA, was introduced
in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday,
sparking sharp criticism from
opposition parties. The oppo-
sition objected to the removal
of Mahatma Gandhi’s name
from the rural job guarantee
law, the proposed requirement
for states to bear 40% of ex-
penditure.

Introducing the Bill, Rural
Development Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan defended the
bill, asserting that the Modi
government has significantly
increased investment in rural
welfare compared to previous
administrations. He highlighted
that the scheme now provides
125 days of guaranteed work,
up from 100, emphasizing that
it has not been weakened.

Addressing concerns over
the renaming, Chouhan stat-
ed that Mahatma Gandhi’s
legacy remains in the na-
tion’s heart. Chouhan under-
scored that over Rs 8 lakh
crore has been spent on rural
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welfare under the Modi gov-
ernment, compared with Rs
2.13 lakh crore during Con-

gress’ tenure, highlighting
the administration’s commit-
ment to uplifting the poor.

What the bill proposes?

The bill guarantees 125 days of wage employment annually to
rural households with adults willing to do unskilled manual work.

Gram Panchayats will prepare ‘Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans’
using PM Gati Shakti, supported by an integrated rural infra-
structure stack.

Focus areas include water security, core infrastructure, liveli-
hood assets, climate-resilient works, and ensuring farm la-
bour availability during peak seasons.

MGNREGA, sparkmg opposmon over Gandhl name removal

Modi ji has a deep
dislike for two
things - the ideas
of Mahatma
Gandhi and the
rights of the poor.
MGNREGA is the living
embodiment of Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision of Gram Swaraj. It
has been a lifeline for millions of
rural Indians.

—Rahul Gandhi, Congress MP

Several opposition MPs
including Priyanka Gandhi,
KC Venugopal and Manish
Tiwari strongly objected the
removal of Mahatma Gand-
hi’s name and demanded
that the bill be referred to a
parliamentary committee for
detailed scrutiny.

“We don't understand the
government's obsession with
renaming every scheme.
Whenever this is done, the
center has to spend money.
Priyanka Gandhi said.

Shashi Tharoor also at-
tacked the government and
said that the new bill
"repsents a deeply regretta-
ble and retrograde step" for
the country.

SC quashes FIR
against K’'taka
Oppn leader
R. Ashoka

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day quashed a 2018 FIR
against senior BJP leader
and former Karnataka Depu-
ty Chief Minister R Ashoka
concerning alleged irregular-
ities in the regularisation of
unauthorised land occupa-
tion. A bench of Justices
Sanjay Karol and Vipul M.
Pancholi observed that the
proceedings were politically
motivated, malafide, and
lacked proper sanction. The
complaints, mostly filed by
Congress members, were de-
layed, with the first lodged
five years after the alleged
period and subsequent gaps
unexplained. The court noted
that Ashoka, as Chairman of
the Committee (1998-2007),
acted within his official pow-
ers, which must be exercised
fairly and for public welfare.

The High

Court’s 2018

PN order rejecting
A the quashing
= of the FIR
—’Qi ] was set
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Suspect in Bondi Beac!

1 shooting

native of Hyderabad: T’gana Police

HYDERABAD

One of the alleged perpetrators
of the Bondi Beach mass
shooting in Sydney, Sajid
Akram, has roots in Hyder-
abad, Telangana, but his radi-
calisation has no connection to
India, said state police.

The shooting occurred on
December 14, 2025, during a
public Hanukkah event at
Bondi Beach and left 15 peo-
ple dead, along with one of the
attackers. Australian authori-
ties are treating the incident as
a terrorist attack. The assail-
ants have been identified as
Sajid Akram, 50, and his
24-year-old son, Naveed
Akram, who reportedly acted
under the influence of ISIS-in-
spired ideology.

According to Telangana po-
lice, Sajid Akram completed
his B.Com in Hyderabad be-
fore migrating to Australia in
November 1998 in search of
employment. He later married
Venera Grosso, a woman of
European origin, and settled
permanently in Australia. The
couple have two children—a
son, Naveed, and a daughter—
both born in Australia and
holding Australian citizenship.

PRESIDENT IN MANDYA

Authorltles Examine Phlllppmes V|$|t

Australian investigators on Tuesday confirmed that
both suspects had travelled to the Philippines last
month and said the nature and purpose of the visit
are under scrutiny. Philippine immigration officials
stated that the two men arrived in Manila on No-
vember 1, travelled onward to Davao in the country’s
south, and departed on November 28—just weeks
before the Bondi Beach attack. Officials said the fa-
ther entered the Philippines using an Indian passport,
while the son travelled on an Australian passport.

While Sajid Akram contin-
ues to hold an Indian passport,
police said he maintained min-
imal contact with his relatives
in Hyderabad over the past 27

years. He visited India only six
times after migrating, mainly
for family and property-related
matters, and did not return
even after his father’s death.

‘India needs power of tech and strength of values’

MANDYA

President Droupadi Murmu,
inaugurated the 1066th
Jayanthi celebrations of Adi
Jagadguru Sri Shivarath-
reeshwara Shivayogi Mahas-
wamiji on December 16,
2025, at Malavalli in Mandya
district, Karnataka.
Speaking at the event, the
President highlighted that
saints across ages have guided
humanity through wisdom and
compassion, showing that true
greatness lies in service, sacri-
fice, and spiritual strength
rather than authority or wealth.
She described Adi Jagadguru
Sri Shivarathreeshwara Shi-
vayogi Mahaswamiji as a bea-
con of inspiration and light.
She praised the JSS Ma-
havidyapeetha, established

Suttur Math Society has given higher
priority to the education of children
from underprivileged sections. During
my last visit to the Suttur Jatre, |
requested the Math Swamijis to hold
the Jayanthi Mahotsav of Suttur Adi
Jagadguru Sri Shivarathreeshwara
Shivayogi Mahaswamiji in our district.

—HD Kumaraswamy, Union Min

under the guidance of Suttur
Math, as a distinguished insti-
tution contributing to educa-
tion, healthcare, women em-

Suttur Math is a center
of devotion and positive
energy and one of the
most renowned Math in
the country. It has played
a significant role in social
and religious progress.

—Thawar Chand Gehlot,
Karnataka Governor

powerment, rural develop-
ment, cultural preservation,
and inclusive social progress,
with outreach across India

and abroad.

The President emphasized
that in times of rapid change
and uncertainty, spiritual
guidance is vital for fostering
social harmony, ethical lead-
ership, youth empowerment,
and inner resilience. Stressing
the importance of youth, she
said India’s future will be
shaped not only by their skills
and knowledge but also by
their integrity and sense of
purpose.As we move towards
the vision of Viksit Bharat by
2047, we need both, the pow-
er of technology and the
strength of values she added.
She urged institutions like
Suttur Math to continue in-
spiring young minds, nurtur-
ing responsible citizens, and
guiding the architects of to-
morrow’s India.

PM proposes doubling India-
Jordan trade to USD 5 bn in 5 yrs

AMMAN

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, during his visit to Jor-
dan, proposed doubling bilat-
eral trade between India and
Jordan to USD 5 billion over
the next five years. Speaking
at the India-Jordan Business
Forum alongside King Abdul-
lah II, Modi highlighted the
immense potential for collab-
oration in sectors such as dig-
ital public infrastructure, IT,
fintech, health-tech, and agri-
tech. He invited start-ups from
both nations to explore joint
ventures in these areas.

Modi emphasized India’s
rapid economic growth, with
the country on track to be-
come the world’s third-largest
economy, offering opportuni-
ties for Jordanian companies
to benefit from a 1.4 bil-
lion-strong consumer market,
robust manufacturing base,
and stable policy environ-
ment. He also noted India as

Jordan’s third-largest tradmg
partner, underscoring the im-
portance of building long-
term partnerships beyond
mere trade numbers.

King Abdullah II highlight-
ed the potential of combining
Jordan’s free trade agreements
with India’s economic strength
to establish an economic corri-
dor linking South and West
Asia. Modi further stressed
complementarities in pharma,
medical devices, agriculture,
renewable energy, infrastruc-
ture, and green financing, sug-
gesting Jordan as a hub for

Luthra brothers
arrested in Delhi
NEW DELHI

Saurabh and Gaurav Luthra,
co-owners of the Goa nightclub
‘Birch by Romeo Lane’, where
a devastating fire claimed 25
lives on December 6, were ar-
rested by the Goa Police in
Delhi on Tuesday after being
deported from Thailand. The
brothers had fled to Phuket im-
mediately after the incident,
prompting Indian authorities to
seek international assistance.
An Interpol Blue Corner Notice
was subsequently issued to
trace their whereabouts.

Thai authorities detained the
duo in Phuket on December 11
and initiated deportation pro-
cedures. Indian officials re-
mained in constant coordina-
tion with the Thai government
throughout the process, lead-
ing to their return to India. A
Goa Police team arrested the
brothers upon their arrival at
the Delhi airport. The deporta-
tion and arrest come amid an
ongoing investigation into the
deadly blaze in Goa.

Cong to hold protests
against VB-G RAM GBill

NEW DELHI

The Congress will hold pro-
tests across the country on
Wednesday against the
Centre’s rural employment
bill VB-G RAM G that seeks
to replace MGNREGA,
claiming it was a “BJP-RSS
conspiracy” to dismantle a
rights-based welfare
scheme and attack Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s legacy, work-
ers’ rights and federal re-
sponsibility. The opposition
party’s general secretary,
organisation, K C Venugo-
pal, in a letter to all state
Congress presidents, urged
them to organise protests
at all district headquarters.
These protests must be
held with portraits of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, symbolising
resistance to the erasure of
his name and values, and
highlight how the proposed
law will impact the crores
of beneficiaries of MGNRE-
GA, he said in the letter.

its own agenda.

West Asia and Africa.

The forum saw participation
from business leaders in sec-
tors including health, pharma,
fertilisers, textiles, logistics,
energy, defence, and manufac-
turing. Representatives from
FICCI and the Jordan Cham-
ber of Commerce, working
under an existing MoU, also
attended, aiming to promote
trade and economic coopera-
tion. Both leaders called for
leveraging historical trust and
contemporary partnerships to
convert opportunities into
shared growth and prosperlty

QUICKREAD

WB Sports Min steps down
after Messi event chaos

KOLKATA

Following widespread criti-
cism over mismanagement at
the Salt Lake Stadium during
Lionel Messi’'s December 13
event, West Bengal Sports
Minister Aroop Biswas re-
signed from the sports and
youth affairs portfolio on
Tuesday. Chief Minister Mam-
ata Banerjee accepted his
resignation and will tempo-
rarily oversee the depart-
ment. Biswas, however, will
continue as the state’s power
minister.

Chaos had erupted at the
high-profile event after spec-
tators complained they could
barely see the football icon,
triggering clashes with police.
In his resignation letter,
Biswas said he was stepping
aside to allow a fair probe.
The government also issued
show-cause notices to senior
police and administrative of-
ficials as criticism mounted
against the ruling Trinamool
Congress.
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QUICK READ

Three-day
inter-collegiate math
fest

BENGALURU
The Department of
Studies and Research in
Mathematics at Dr. Man-
mohan Singh Bengaluru
City University (BCU)
will host an inter-colle-
giate mathematics fest
titled Math-O-Mania on
December 19, 20 and 22
at the university cam-
pus. The three-day
event will feature a
range of activities aimed
at promoting mathe-
matical thinking and
creativity among stu-
dents. Competitions and
sessions include Ganita
Jnana Sabha, Model-O-
Math, Mathtoon, Brainy
Bytes and several other
math-centric events.
The fest is expected to
attract students from
colleges across the city,
providing a platform to
showcase young mathe-
matical talent and inno-
vative problem-solving
skills.

KsA

KEA Announces Final
Stray Vacancy Round
Results

BENGALURU
The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) on
Tuesday released the fi-
nal results of the online
stray vacancy round for
admissions to medical
and dental courses. In
this round, 73 medical
and 34 dental seats have
been successfully allot-
ted. However, 26 medical
seats remain unfilled,
KEA Executive Director H.
Prasanna stated ina
press release. Candidates
who are yet to secure ad-
mission can participate in
further rounds or wait for
special allotments. The
authority urged students
to keep track of updates
on the official KEA portal
to ensure timely applica-
tion and confirmation
of seats.

Survey for New Road in
Bellandur Lake Buffer Zone: Rao

Chief Commissioner Maheshwar Rao directs survey for road construction

BENGALURU

Chief Commissioner Mahesh-
war Rao has instructed offi-
cials to conduct a detailed
survey and submit a report for
constructing a road in the Bel-
landur Lake buffer zone.
During a visit to various areas
under the Eastern and South-
ern Municipal Corporations,
Rao emphasized that the new
road could help reduce traffic
congestion in this busy corri-
dor. The proposed road, ap-
proximately 1 km long and 24
m wide, aims to facilitate pub-
lic movement and recreational
spaces, easing the traffic load
on Bellandur Lake Bund
Road. Rao urged officials to
accelerate work and ensure
completion within the stipu-
lated timeframe. Additionally,
plans for a 1.4 km buffer road

as an alternative to Wind Tun-
nel Road are progressing. The
land, owned by HAL, has re-
ceived HAL officials’ consent,
and a tender has been invited.
A government proposal for
construction approval is un-
derway, with Rao instructing
rapid commencement of work.
The 2.6 km buffer road con-
necting Ejipura Inner Ring

Road to Sarjapur Outer Ring
Road was also inspected. On
sections with Defense Depart-
ment land, an RCC barrier has
been constructed. Rao ob-
served ongoing dirt road con-
struction using JCBs, Itachis,
and bulldozers, directing
B-Smile officials to expedite
the project. Eastern Municipal
Corporation Commissioner

DS Ramesh, Additional Com-
missioner Lokhande Snehal
Sudhakar, Bismel Technical
Director BS Prahlad, Addi-
tional Director of Urban Plan-
ning Department Girish, Chief
Engineer Lokesh, and other
officials were present during
the inspection.

With these initiatives, the
civic administration aims to
improve traffic flow, enhance
accessibility, and provide saf-
er commuting routes around
Bellandur Lake, balancing de-
velopment needs with envi-
ronmental considerations.

The survey report and sub-
sequent construction approv-
als will determine the final
alignment and implementation
timeline, ensuring the project
supports urban mobility while
preserving the ecological buf-
fer around the lake.

‘8 Lakh Farm Parcels Transferred
to Legal Heirs in Special Drive’

BENGALURU

As part of a special Pauti
Khata campaign, ownership
of over eight lakh agricultural
land parcels across Karnataka
has been officially transferred
from deceased owners to their
legal heirs, with the process
ongoing for another 42 lakh
properties. The initiative,
spearheaded by the revenue
department, aims to address
issues arising from outdated
land records that had prevent-
ed farmers from accessing
state and central government
benefits.

The exercise follows the
statewide integration of
records of rights, ten-
ancy, and crops i
(RTC) last year,
which identified
more than 50 lakh
agricultural parcels
still listed under de-
ceased owners. Reve-
nue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda high-
lighted that the e
lack of for-
mal owner-
ship trans-
fer had .
affected \I

numerous farmers and
prompted the government to
launch a campaign ensuring
proper mutation of land re-
cords in favor of heirs. Gow-
da presented the details to the
legislative council while re-
sponding to an unstarred
question raised by BJP legis-
lator CT Ravi.

Of the 50.2 lakh parcels
identified as eligible, 5.7 lakh
were transferred through
Bhoomi kiosks in 2024. After
the launch of the e-Pauti por-
tal in June 2025, another 2.4
lakh parcels have been trans-
ferred. Village administrative
officers (VAOs) oversee the

process, collecting fam-

\ ily trees, death certif-
TR

icates, and other
relevant docu-

| ments, while veri-

= :‘ fying identities via

e-KYC. The reve-
nue department has
mandated a 17-day
timeline for issuing
Pauti Khata,
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Y \ notice
(0 peri-
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with objections handled under
the Land Revenue Act.

Minister Gowda warned
that officials denying rightful
ownership transfers despite
valid submissions would face
action under the Sakala Ser-
vices Act.

Village accountants are
conducting door-to-door ver-
ification, publicly displaying
names of claimants to ensure
transparency and prevent
false claims, particularly to
protect women’s inheritance
rights.

Officials said the campaign
will help curb corruption, re-
duce repeated visits to village
and taluk offices, streamline
land transfers, save farmers’
time, and prevent future dis-
putes among heirs, ultimately
updating records and making
inheritance-related changes
more transparent and effi-
cient.

The campaign demonstrates
the government’s focus on
modernizing land administra-
tion, ensuring rightful owner-
ship, and providing farmers
with the legal clarity neces-
sary to access benefits and
manage agricultural proper-
ties effectively.

Dodgy Rental
Agreements
Uncover Elaborate

Tax Evasion Scheme
BENGALURU

Investigations into a complex
property scam in Bengaluru
reveal how paired lease and
rental agreements were used
to mask large deposits, trigger
tax evasion, and leave home-
owners and sub-tenants in fi-
nancial and legal turmoil. The
elaborate arrangement, al-
legedly orchestrated by Cate-
na Homes India Private Lim-
ited, highlights how a proper-
ty management model col-
lapsed, exposing owners to
unpaid EMIs, frozen ac-
counts, and mounting legal
battles. For years, city resi-
dents have been wary of ten-
ants or property management
firms exploiting owners, but
the latest scam adds a new
layer — cheating the govern-
ment through house rent al-
lowance (HRA) exemptions.
Authorities are now scrutinis-
ing dual agreements that show
standard rental terms while
hiding hefty upfront pay-
ments.One property owner,
requesting anonymity, said, “I
entered an agreement with
Catena Homes and received
rent only for a few months.

Buffer Zone Dispﬁfé Leaves
Site Owners in Limbo

BENGALURU

More than 1,500 families who
purchased plots in Banashan-
kari 6th Stage layout, devel-
oped by Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA), are
trapped in a long-standing
limbo after a sudden forest
land claim stalled construc-
tion and property transactions.
Despite holding valid allot-
ments, tax receipts, and de-
cades-old ownership docu-
ments, many owners remain
unable to build.

Banashankari 6th Stage,
formed in 2001, consists of
over 20,500 sites across 14
blocks. The current dispute
focuses on the 3rd, 4th, and
5th blocks, where the forest
department claims parts of the
layout encroach on the BM
Kaval Agara forest land buf-
fer zone of 100 metres. The
site owners, however, insist
the buffer-zone circular ap-
plies only to new land grants
and allege the claim is a mis-
interpretation.

A 49-year-old owner from
4th Block said, “I invested
over Rs 1.5 crore in 2016-17,
yet even after nearly a decade,
we cannot sell or start con-
struction. Authorities know

about our plight, but there is
no discussion on alternatives
or remedies. Many of us have
taken home loans and paid
EMIs, yet nothing has moved.
It is distressing to see the in-
sensitivity toward people who
invested their lifetime sav-
ings.”Meanwhile, BDA stated
the matter has been escalated
to the government level in co-
ordination with the forest de-
partment. Officials said de-
tailed discussions are planned
in January 2026, after which
a legal opinion will be sought
from the law department.
Since the dispute involves
only government depart-
ments, the resolution is ex-
pected to take three to six
months.

A senior BDA official noted
that the issue surfaced only
after the layout was devel-
oped and sites were allotted,
emphasizing that the authority
is working within legal pa-
rameters while the families
remain in financial uncertain-
ty.The ongoing deadlock un-
derscores the challenges
homeowners face when ad-
ministrative and legal inter-
pretations clash, leaving long-
term investors in a frustrating

limbo.

State Government to Revive
Probe into Ch1lume Trust Case

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government is
set to revive investigations
into the 2022 Chilume Trust
case, which has surfaced amid
allegations of voter data ma-
nipulation ahead of the 2023
Assembly elections. The case
involves an NGO, allegedly
linked to the BJP, which was
roped in by the erstwhile
BBMP to conduct Systematic
Voters Education and Elector-
al Participation (SVEEP) ac-
tivities.

Following a chargesheet in
the Aland Assembly constitu-
ency voter fraud case, in
which a former BJP MLA is
named the prime accused, the
State has now turned its focus
to Chilume Trust. Allegations

include voter data theft and
irregularities in handling
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVM) with Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT).
On November 27, 2025, se-
nior advocate Prof. Ravi Ver-
ma Kumar was appointed to
represent the State in a writ
petition before the High

Court. Two FIRs hnked to the
case, filed at Halasuru Gate
and Kadugodi Police Stations,
remain presently stayed.

The revival of the probe is
seen as a significant step by
the State to ensure transparen-
cy in electoral processes and
address concerns about mis-
use of voter information.

Afrlcan Monkeys Amve
at Bannerghatta Zoo

BENGALURU

Bannerghatta Biological Park
has successfully brought eight
black-capped capuchin mon-
keys (Sapajus Apella) from
the Induna Primate and Parrot
Park in South Africa. The
group comprises four males
and four females, arriving
safely at Bengaluru airport on
Sunday night. The new arriv-
als are now able to observe
other species at the park, en-
hancing their adaptation to the
environment.

The zoo follows strict pro-
tocols for international animal
exchange. All animals were
health-checked and quaran-
tined in South Africa, with
advance NOCs obtained from
Animal Control Services prior
to import. Upon reaching In-
dia, the capuchins have been
placed in a designated quaran-
tine facility and will move to
the zoo for public display af-
ter completing quarantine and
health assessments.

Bannerghatta Biological
Park, known for its successful
breeding and conservation
programs, anticipates a surge
in visitors over the Christmas
and New Year holidays. Al-
though the park usually closes
for a weekly holiday on Tues-
days, it will remain open on
December 30, allowing tour-
ists to enjoy the zoo, safari,
and butterfly park. Tickets are

Four Asian elephants —
three females and one
male, namely eight-year-
old Suresh, nine-year-old
Gauri, seven-year-old
Shruti, and five-year-old
Tulsi — were recently sent
to Japan’s Himeji Cen-
tral Park. This initiative
highlights Bannerghatta
Biological Park’s role in
introducing new animals
both nationally and inter-
nationally, while promot-
ing awareness among
animal enthusiasts.This
latest exchange empha-
sizes the park’s ongoing
commitment to biodiver-
sity, animal welfare, and
educational outreach,
strengthening its position
as a leading institution for
wildlife conservation and
cross-border collaboration.

available online via the park’s
official website.

The arrival of these mon-
keys follows previous suc-
cessful overseas animal ex-
changes. Bannerghatta has
gained recognition for its ef-
forts in bringing international
species to India, marking
milestones in conservation
and animal exchange pro-
grams.
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Chief Commissioner Orders
E-Auction for Palike Bazaar Stalls

BENGALURU

Chief Commissioner Ma-
heshwar Rao has directed
officials to conduct e-auc-
tions for allocating stalls in
the Palike Bazaar at Vi-
jayanagar, aiming to ensure
transparency and proper
management of the market.
While inspecting various lo-
cations in the Greater Ben-
galuru Area (GBA) limits on
Tuesday, Rao highlighted
that the air-conditioned Pa-
like Bazaar will house 79
stalls and instructed immedi-
ate commencement of the
e-auction process according
to established rules. He also
emphasized controlling un-
authorized trading around
the bazaar and assigned a
dedicated revenue officer to
supervise the premises.
During the visit, Rao in-

spected Srirampur Maternity
Hospital, a one-storey build-
ing with 30 beds, handling
4-6 deliveries daily and
200-300 OPD patients. He
instructed officials to start
demolishing the old building
and construct a modern
four-storey hospital with 50
beds under the Brand Ban-
galore project. Similarly, he
called for urgent steps to
make the multi-specialty
hospital in Govindarajanagar
MC Layout fully functional,
including a detailed report
on required staff, doctors,
and equipment. Mudalapalya
Maternity Hospital, current-
ly with 12 beds, is also being
upgraded to 30 beds, and
Rao urged swift action. He
inspected Indira Canteen and
Indira Kitchen near Deepan-
jali Nagar, emphasizing
strict cleanliness standards.

St Teresa’s Celebrates a Century of Empowering Girls
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A rare 1960 photograph cap-
tures children at St Teresa’s
Educational Institution in
Chamarajpet, excitedly greet-
ing then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru as he
paused in an open car. Six
decades later, the school
marks its centenary this De-
cember, celebrating a centu-
ry-long legacy of empower-
ing girls through education.
Founded in 1925 by French
sisters of the Salesian Mis-

4 sionaries of Mary Immacu-

late (SMMI), the institution
aimed to educate girls from
economically disadvantaged

backgrounds. Arriving in In-
dia in 1914 amid World War
1, the sisters immersed them-
selves in local languages, cul-
ture, and customs, recognis-
ing education as a tool to
eradicate social evils. Initial-
ly, they taught children,
women, and adults informal-
ly under trees and open spac-
es, said Sr Prema Joseph,
Principal of St Teresa’s De-
gree College.

Education formally began
in 1919 with one Tamil-me-
dium student. By 1925, the
school building named ‘Saint
Teresa School” was estab-
lished. Today, the institution
educates over 3,000 students,

mostly from economically
weaker sections and minority
communities. Kannada-medi-
um education is free, while
English-medium education is
offered at minimal fees. “We
have seen thousands of girls
step into the world, achieving
remarkable heights, which
sustains our popularity,” Sr
Prema said. The school has
also opened a branch affiliat-
ed with the Council for the
Indian School Certificate Ex-
aminations.

Aparna Addanki, Alumni
President, said the school has
been the foundation for gen-
erations, instilling values,
discipline, and life skills.

“We aim to strengthen our
alumni community to uphold
the spirit of our school—
rooted in faith, friendship,
and lifelong commitment to
growth. We are proud to car-
ry forward its legacy into the
next century,” she added.

St Teresa’s centenary is not
just a celebration of years,
but of a vision that has em-
powered countless girls, cre-
ating pathways for education,
equality, and societal trans-
formation. The institution
continues to stand as a bea-
con of hope and learning,
bridging tradition with mo-
dernity while nurturing the
leaders of tomorrow.
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FIR Filed Against
Shilpa Shetty’s Pub,
Manager Booked

BENGALURU
Bengaluru police have
registered an FIR against
Bastian, the pub owned
by actor Shilpa Shetty,
for allegedly operating
beyond permitted hours
and hosting late-night
parties. The suo motu
case, filed under Section
103 of the Karnataka
Police Act, is registered
at Cubbon Park Police
Station, as Bastian is lo-
cated on St. Mark’s
Road. Authorities report-
ed that the pub re-
mained open until 1:30
am on December 11, ex-
ceeding allowed closing
times. Police have
booked the managers
and staff of the estab-
lishment for violating
rules. Statements have
been recorded from
eight individuals, and in-
vestigations are ongoing
to ensure compliance
with licensing norms.

Man dies due to heart
attack in the middle of
theroad

BENGALURU
In a heartbreaking inci-
dent, a 34-year-old
man died of a heart at-
tack on a moving bike.
His wife tried to save his
life by wrapping her
arms around him as he
lay on the road, but no
one came to his aid.
The incident was cap-
tured on CCTV. Venkat-
aramanan, a resident of
Balaji Nagar, Ittumadu,
Banashankari Third
Stage, is the deceased.
He had developed
chest pain at home
around 3.30 in the
morning. He had be-
come seriously ill and
vomited. Later, the cou-
ple had visited a private
hospital on a bike. Since
there was no doctor
there, they went to an-
other nearby private
hospital. An ECG was
done at the private hos-
pital and it was found
that he had suffered a
mild heart attack. The
hospital did not provide
primary treatment and
instructed him to go to
Jayadeva Hospital.

Dramatic drop in severe
malnutrition cases from105t0 9

Parents, volunteers and local leaders join forces in a low-cost, tech-driven
|n|t|at|ve that s turning the tide on malnutrition

BENGALURU

A community-driven nutrition
programme implemented in
Karnataka has demonstrated
measurable success in reduc-
ing child malnutrition, offer-
ing a scalable model to ad-
dress one of India’s most per-
sistent public health challeng-
es, according to a new scien-
tific commentary published in
the Journal of Family Medi-
cine and Primary Care, titled
“The Malnutrition Turn-
around: A Proof of Concept of
the End Malnutrition Initia-
tive in Karnataka, India.”
The research was led by
public health experts from the
Edward & Cynthia Institute of
Public Health (ECIPH) and
the Department of Public
Health, Yenepoya Deemed-to-
be University, Mangaluru.
India continues to battle
high levels of child malnutri-
tion, particularly among chil-
dren under five, as highlight-

ed by the National Family
Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5,
2019-2021). The data reveal
that 32.1 percent of children
are stunted and 19.3 percent
are wasted nationally. Karna-
taka mirrors this worrying
trend, with sharp regional dis-
parities exposing the uneven
burden of undernutrition
across the state.

While urban Mysuru re-
ported a wasting rate of 21.6
percent, lower than the state
average of 27.1 percent, rural
regions present a far grimmer
picture. A regional study in

Yadgir district recorded 15.3
percent wasting and a stagger-
ing 53.6 percent stunting, un-
derscoring the deep-rooted
problem of both acute and
chronic malnutrition in rural
Karnataka.

Unlike conventional top-
down interventions, EMI
placed families and commu-
nities at the centre of action.
The programme focused on
capacity-building for parents,
Anganwadi workers, commu-
nity volunteers, and faith-
based leaders, empowering
them with knowledge and

practical tools to combat mal-
nutrition. Parents were trained
to prepare low-cost, ener-
gy-rich meals using locally
available ingredients, with
food menus shared across
communities to ensure consis-
tency. Volunteer networks
conducted random monitor-
ing, while tech-savvy parents
shared meal videos. Weekly
weight checks tracked prog-
ress, and malnourished chil-
dren were mapped for target-
ed ECIPH interventions.
Community ownership, sup-
ported by local influencers,
drove results. SAM cases fell
from 105 in January 2022 to
nine by March 2023, while
MAM dropped from 1,067 in
September 2022 to around
300 by March 2023. Scientif-
ic analysis confirms EMI as a
scalable model emphasising
community engagement, pa-
rental ownership, low-cost
dietary changes, and nutri-
tional literacy.

Final phase of repair work
on Peenya ﬂyover

BENGALURU

Long-standing traffic re-
strictions on the Peenya
flyover along Tumakuru
Road are likely to end
soon, with the structure ex-
pected to reopen for round-
the-clock movement of all
categories of vehicles once
the final phase of repair
work is completed. Offi-
cials said that of the 1,200
cables slated for replace-
ment, only 30 remain, and
the remaining work is ex-
pected to take around two
months. A mandatory load
test will then be conducted
as per contract conditions,
following which the fly-
over will be opened for
24x7 traffic on all days.
The 4.2-km-long flyover,
passing through the Peenya
industrial area, connects
Goraguntepalya on Tumak-
uru Road to the Parle-G
factory and serves as a crit-
ical corridor linking over

20 districts of Karnataka.
Severe traffic congestion
has affected the stretch for
nearly four years due to
prolonged restrictions.
Movement on the flyover
was curtailed on December
25,2021, after three cables
between pillars 102 and
103 near the Eighth Mile
junction were found bent.
Following inspections by
experts from the Indian In-
stitute of Science, the Na-
tional Highways Authority
of India banned vehicular
movement, citing damage
caused by multi-wheel
heavy vehicles. Subsequent
load tests declared the

structure unfit for heavy

traffic. Repair works were
taken up in phases, with
240 new cables installed
between 120 pillars in the
first phase, followed by the
replacement of all 1,200
cables in the second phase.
As concreting was required
after each installation,
heavy vehicles were barred
weekly from Wednesday 6
am to Thursday 6 am. With
the cable replacement near-
ing completion, officials
said the flyover would soon
be stabilised, though a
fresh load test will be con-
ducted before fully restor-
ing traffic.

ITHMR Celebrate

BENGALURU

The Institute of Health Man-
agement Research (IIHMR),
Bangalore, a NAAC ‘A’ ac-
credited institution, celebrated
its 21st Foundation Day and
Alumni Meet 2025 on Satur-
day, December 13, 2025, at its
campus located in Electronic
City Phase-1, Bengaluru. The
event marked over two de-
cades of the institute’s contri-
bution to healthcare manage-
ment education, research, and
capacity building in India.
Over the years, the institute
has emerged as a premier cen-
tre for health and hospital
management education, mul-
tidisciplinary research, train-
ing, and consulting services in
the healthcare sector.IIHMR
Bangalore currently offers
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AICTE approved Post Gradu-
ate Diploma in Management
(PGDM) and doctoral-level
Fellowship Programme in
Management (FPM) with spe-
cializations in Hospital Man-
agement, Public Health,
Healthcare Information Tech-
nology, Pharmaceutical Man-
agement, and Artificial Intel-

s 21st Foundatlon Day & Alu

LN

ligence & Data Science in
Healthcare. Its flagship
PGDM in Hospital and Health
Management holds NBA ac-
creditation and MBA equiva-
lency from the Association of
Indian Universities (AIU),
underscoring the institute’s
academic rigor and national
standing.The celebration was

SETBACK FOR PROJECT

mni Meet 2025

graced by eminent dignitaries
including Dr. C. S. Kedar,
IAS (Retd.), Former Director
General (ESIC) and Senior
Advisor, IHMR Bangalore;
Dr. Nisha Varadaraj, Hospital
Director, Manipal Hospitals
(MHEPL), Bengaluru; Mr.
Praveen Srivatsa, Founder-Di-
rector, Thinkar Foundation;
Dr. Usha Manjunath, Direc-
tor, IHMR Bangalore; and
Dr. R. Sarala, Professor and
Dean — Academics & Student
Affairs.Addressing the gath-
ering, the dignitaries congrat-
ulated the institute and its
alumni for their remarkable
achievements and appreciated
ITHMR Bangalore’s sustained
efforts in strengthening
healthcare management edu-
cation, research, and leader-
ship development.

Geologrst
transferred
for dereliction

of duty

BENGALURU

Pushpalatha S Kavaluru, Se-
nior Geologist, Mines and
Geology Department, Koppal
has been transferred. The
transfer came a few days after
Upa Lokayukta Justice B
Veerappa visited Koppal to
check the alleged illegal min-
ing in the district at the end of
October 2025.

Pushpalatha was not avail-
able, despite being told to be
present during his visit to the
mining sites to check the al-
leged irregularities. The Upa
Lokayukta directed the Kop-
pal Deputy Commissioner to
look into the matter and sub-
mit a report with medical doc-
uments in support of claims
of health issues, if any, made
by her for her absence.

The transfer order dated
December 11 stated that
Pushpalatha was transferred
for the convenience of public
and administrative purposes
with immediate effect, and
until further orders.

Justice Veerappa was un-
happy with the conduct and
absence of the officer, and
numerous complaints of ille-
gal mining, more than the li-
cence obtained for stone
crushing, stone quarrying and
non-payment of royalty in the
district, and Bahaddur Bandi
village in particular.

In this village, various li-
cences were issued for stone
crushing on 89 acres. After
quarrying, no steps were tak-
en for reforestation.

NO SHUCHI KITS YET, GIRL STUDENTS SKIP CLASSES

.

BENGALURU

With only four months left in
the academic year, sanitary
napkins that were to be sup-
plied as part of the Shuchi kit
by the Department of Health
and Family Welfare to gov-
ernment schools, are yet to be
given. Teachers at govern-
ment high schools across Kar-
nataka have expressed con-
cern about girl students miss-
ing classes due to unavailabil-
ity of sanitary napkins.
Every year, the department
provides Shuchi kits (sanitary
napkins) to 19 lakh girls aged
10-18 years, in schools and
PU colleges. The scheme was
relaunched in 2024, keeping

in focus the health and hy-
giene of girl students. Each
kit has 10 sanitary napkins,
and schools were also given
an incinerator for the used
napkins. A teacher from a
government high school said,
“Last academic year, we re-
ceived sanitary napkins under
Shuchi Yojana in schools and
colleges. Teachers provided
pads to students having their
period. However, this year,
there is no supply of pads or
incinerator. Recently, two
girls had to leave class and go
home because of a lack of
pads in school. When we
raised this issue with the de-
partment, officials told us to
send students to Primary

Health Centres to get napkins.
Students have board exams in
three months so missing
classes due to this issue is our
concern. Another teacher
highlighted the lack of ab-
sorption capacity and uni-
form-sized napkins given to
students. “The quality of san-
itary napkins is not good, and
same size might not be appli-
cable for all. There are nap-
kins of all sizes in stores,
however, in schools, one stan-
dard size is supplied to stu-
dents of all ages.” Mean-
while, Gynaecologist Dr
Hema Divakar stated the need
for a shift in the mindset of
people. She said, “Health and
hygiene of girls go hand in

hand. If the government is not
providing napkins to girls,
families must make it manda-
tory to include them in the list
of essential items as these
sanitary napkins are Rs 1 or 2
in Janaushadi Kendras. M
Kanagavalli, Managing Di-
rector, Karnataka State Medi-

cal Supplies Corporation,
said, we have floated tenders
and a prebid meeting was
held. There were many prebid
queries, which will be evalu-
ated and technical scrutiny
done. In a month, the process
will be completed and sani-
tary napkins will be supplied.

BENGALURU

Banned items include plastic
earbuds, balloon sticks, flags,
candy sticks, ice cream sticks,
thermocol decorations, plates,
cups, glasses, cutlery, straws,
trays, wrapping films, invita-
tion cards, cigarette packets,
PVC banners, and stirrers

Central and state pollution
boards coordinate to enforce
ban single-use plastics, inten-
sify checks, awareness cam-
paigns; weekly progress re-
ports to be submitted

The Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) has direct-
ed the Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB),
along with other state pollu-
tion boards, to set up a
state-level control room for
enforcing the ban on

provide week-
ly reports to
the central pol-
lution watchdog
regarding imple-
mentation of the ban.

CPCB will then prepare a
national-level weekly compli-
ance report on the SUP ban
based on activities undertaken
by state pollution control
boards. This step follows the
establishment of a national
control room by the central
environment ministry for ef-
fective enforcement of the
SUP ban. Operational from
December 2025 to February
28, 2026, the control room
will assist, guide, clarify, and
provide information to stake-
holders regarding the ban and
coordinate awareness cam-
paigns. State pollution
boards, including KSPCB,
have also been directed to
carry out awareness activities
through social media cam-

—
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BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
sentenced a man to simple
imprisonment for four
months and a fine of Rs
2,000 each, in two separate
criminal contempt cases for
making scandalous state-
ments against advocates, the
Advocate General, Judges
of Central Administrative
Tribunal and the HC.K
Dhananjay, a former em-
ployee of the Indian Insti-
tute of Astrophysics, was
convicted for criminal con-
tempt of court, punishable
under Section 12(1) of the
Contempt of Courts Act,
1971. He allegedly made the
statements while question-
ing his dismissal from ser-
vice. A division bench of
Anu Sivaraman and Justice
Vijaykumar A Patil passed
the orders on suo motu
criminal contempt petitions
filed by the High Court of
Karnataka and Indian Insti-
tute of Astrophysics. “We

enforcement as well as
creating community
awareness on
health hazards.

ngh Court awards
former IIA employee
four-month jail

Plastic ban gets
serious wake-up call

Seizing banned items
and heavily fining man-
ufacturers and whole-
salers is critical. The
responsibility also lies
with consumers. Beyond
avoiding banned items,
citizens must reduce
all single-use plastics
and encourage reusable
alternatives.

paigns and interactive ses-
sions with industries, col-
leges, schools, and institu-
tions. They must intensify
inspections of industrial and
commercial establishments
for effective implementation.
City-based plastic waste ex-
perts say such measures are
crucial, as the SUP

Single-Use Plastic Plastic ban, implemented
(SUP) items. waste in 2022, has
Through the __experts urge largely failed in
control room, citizen participation Bengaluru.
KSPCB must support SUP ban Any new fo-

cus on enforc-
ing the plastic
ban gives hope
because banned
single-use items
are still seen every-
where. In the early weeks of
its formation, GBA an-
nounced raids on plastic man-
ufacturers, and SWM volun-
teers hoped the floating stock
would soon be confiscated,
paving the way for sustain-
able alternatives. However,
this has not materialised, said
Odette Katrak, co-founder of
Beautiful Bharat, a citizen
volunteer group.

They say change requires a
zero-tolerance approach,
stronger citizen involvement,
and awareness of banned
items. Many products, includ-
ing silver plates, pouches,
bouquet plastic sheets, and
shiny gift wrap, are freely
used because people are un-
aware of the ban.

have given our anxious con-
sideration to the pleadings
and materials on record. We
have also noticed the con-
duct of the accused before
the court. Far from express-
ing any remorse for the ini-
tial criminal contempt com-
mitted by him, he has at-
tempted to justify his ac-
tions and proceeded to make
scandalous and unfounded
statements against the judi-
cial institution as a whole.

We are of the clear opin-
ion that if conduct of this
nature is not punished, so-
ciopaths like the accused are
likely to repeat such offenc-
es with impunity, the court
observed.

The Court said the ac-
cused has committed aggra-
vated contempt in the face
of the court by scurrilous,
scandalous and baseless
statements against advo-
cates of the court, the Advo-
cate General and govern-
ment advocates, as well as
judges.




=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

WEDNESDAY » DECEMBER 17, 2025, BENGALURU, MYSURU

O ibcworldnews.com

- Urea meant for farmers sold in
‘ black market; DRI raids godown

A major urea black- marketlng racket was exposed after
DRI seized 190 tonnes meant for farmers in Bengaluru district

\

Four-year-old boy

into water sump

Hassan
Atragic incident was re-
ported from Anachihalli vil-
lage in Hassan district,
where a four-year-old boy
lost his life after acciden-
tally falling into a water
sump while playing. The
deceased child has been
identified as Eden Sweeve
(4).He was playing on his
bicycle in front of his house
while his parents were in-
side. After some time,
when the parents came
out and did not find the
child, they began searching
for him. During the search,
they noticed the bicycle ly-
ing near the water sump.
On checking the sump,
they found the child’s body
floating in the water. The
child was immediately
rushed to a private hospital
in Hassan city, where doc-
tors declared him dead.

Assessment camps
for senior citizens
fromDec 22

Chitradurga
Under the Central govern-
ment’s National Vayoshri
Scheme of the Ministry of
Social Justice and Em-
powerment, assessment
camps will be held across
six taluks of Chitradurga
district from December 22
to 30 to provide free as-
sistive devices to senior
citizens. The camps are
being organised jointly by
the Department for the
Empowerment of Differ-
ently Abled and Senior
Citizens and ALIMCO.
Based on individual
needs, devices such as
wheelchairs, hearing aids,
walking sticks, walkers,
commode chairs, knee
belts and other aids will
be provided. Camps will
beginat10.30 am at
designated locations
in each taluk.

HAL offers contract-
based jobs for
ex-servicemen

Chitradurga
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), Bengaluru,
has invited applications
from ex-servicemen for
appointment on a con-
tract basis to the posts of
Security Guard and Fire-
man for a period of four
years. December 26 has
been fixed as the last
date for submitting appli-
cations. The recruitment
process will be conducted
based on merit in physical
efficiency and written ex-
aminations. Selected
candidates will be re-
quired to perform their
duties in Bengaluru. The
selected personnel will re-
ceive a basic monthly sal-
ary of 21,000 along with
dearness allowance and
other applicable benefits.
Eligible ex-servicemen
can submit the prescribed
application form on or be-
fore December 26.

BENGALURU

In a major crackdown on ille-
gal fertilizer trading, the Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI) has seized 190
tonnes of subsidised urea that
was meant for farmers but
was being diverted and sold
in the black market at exorbi-
tant prices. The raid was con-
ducted at a godown in Adaka-
maranahalli, on the outskirts
of Bengaluru.

Urea, which should be sold
to farmers at around 3200 per
bag under government subsi-
dy, was allegedly being ille-
gally sold for as much as
%1,500 to 32,500 per bag for
commercial use. According to
officials, the subsidised urea
supplied to the state through
the Agriculture Department
was being siphoned off, re-

packaged, and sold illegally.
During the raid, DRI offi-
cials seized 1,90,000 kg of
urea. Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the
godown had been rented six
months ago for 340,000 per
month by Tajir Khan Yusuf,
while the land belongs to

Salim Khan. The shed, locat-
ed in Shivanapura of Dasana-
pura Hobli, was allegedly
being used to repackage 45-
kg subsidised urea bags into
50-kg bags and transport them
to Tamil Nadu for illegal sale.

While farmers struggle in
long queues under harsh

weather conditions to obtain a
single bag of urea, the ac-
cused allegedly had easy ac-
cess to large quantities of fer-
tiliser. The racket, exposed by
Public TV, has raised serious
concerns about possible in-
volvement of Agriculture De-
partment officials. Investiga-
tors believe such large-scale
diversion would not be possi-
ble without official collusion.

DRI has summoned agri-
culture officials for question-
ing and initiated further inves-
tigation. Authorities are now
moving to seal the godown
and register criminal cases
against those involved. The
case has once again highlight-
ed glaring loopholes in the
distribution of centrally
subsidised fertilisers and the
urgent need for stricter moni-
toring.

Rodent fever
under control in
Karnataka:
Dinesh Gundurao

BELAGAVI

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dinesh Gundurao
informed the Legislative
Council that as of the end of
November this year, a total of
2,134 confirmed cases of ro-
dent fever have been reported
across Karnata-
ka. Compared
¥ to the same pe-
=17l riod last year
. (2,164 cases),
there is a slight
decline of 1%,
1nd1cat1ng that the disease is
under control. He provided
this information while re-
sponding to a starred question
by Council member Pratap
Singh Nayak. However, a
marginal increase in cases has
been observed in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi districts.

Electric shock while repairing

HASSAN

A tragic accident occurred in
the Teachers’ Colony of Kati-
halli in Hassan district, where
a young worker lost his life
after suffering an electric
shock while repairing an
overhead power line. The in-
cident took place when two
labourers climbed an electric
pole to carry out repair work
on live wires. During the op-
eration, a sudden flow of elec-
tricity passed through the line,
resulting in a severe electric
shock.

The deceased has been
identified as Barikul (18), a
native of Bihar. Another
worker, Salim (17), sustained
serious injuries in the mishap
and is currently in a critical
condition. According to pre-
liminary information, both
workers were standing on the
pole when the shock struck,

causing them to fall. On wit-
nessing the incident, three
other labourers who were
present at the site reportedly
fled in panic.

Salim was immediately
shifted to the district hospital
for emergency treatment,
where doctors are closely
monitoring his condition. The
incident has raised concerns
over safety measures and the

power line claims a life

handling of electrical repair
work, especially involving
young and migrant labourers.

The accident occurred with-
in the jurisdiction of the Badi
Police Station. Police officials
visited the spot, conducted an
inspection, and initiated fur-
ther investigation to ascertain
the exact cause of the incident
and whether safety norms
were followed.

Karnataka has 6,395
elephants and 563
tigers: Min Khandre

BELAGAVI

Karnataka is home to a to-
tal of 6,395 elephants and
563 tigers across its wild-
life sanctuaries and national
parks, Forest, Ecology and
Environment Minister
Eshwar B. Khandre in-
formed the Legislative
Council. He was respond-
ing to a starred question
raised by Council member
Dr Timmayya.

The minister said specific
tigers and elephants respon-
sible for human casualties
are identified and captured
to prevent animals from
straying into human settle-
ments. In areas prone to
frequent human—wildlife
conflict, staff from an-
ti-poaching camps are
temporarily relocated to
forest boundary zones
where conflicts are report-
ed. These personnel are de-
ployed for continuous pa-
trolling for at least three
months to mitigate such
incidents.

To ensure swift response
during conflict situations,
Rapid Response Teams
(RRTs) have been formed
in every vulnerable wildlife
zone. These teams are
equipped with quick-re-
sponse vehicles, drones and
other modern tools, and are
deployed in shifts. Existing
personnel from elephant
task forces, rapid response
units and Special Tiger Pro-
tection Forces (STPF) are
assigned to these teams.

In forest boundary areas
with network connectivity,
real-time surveillance GSM
cameras integrated with
Garuda software have been
installed to monitor animal
movement and manage
conflict situations effective-
ly. Additionally, camera
traps are being installed ex-
tensively in buffer and
fringe zones of tiger re-
serves to track wildlife
movement.

—
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Karnataka hosts
6,395 elephants and
563 tigers, with
advanced measures
underway to curb
rising human-wildlife
conflict, the minister
informed.

To prevent elephants
from moving out of forest
areas, solar-powered fenc-
ing, elephant-proof trench-
es and barricades using
railway tracks have
been constructed and main-
tained along forest borders.
In high human—elephant
conflict zones, railway bar-
ricades are being installed
to restrict elephant move-
ment, with a total of
428 kilometres completed
so far.

The minister added that
elephant and leopard task
forces have been constitut-
ed, water sources and habi-
tats inside forests are being
improved, and technolo-
gy-driven rapid action is
being taken. A proposal to
formulate a five-year strate-
gic plan to prevent human—
wildlife conflict is currently
under examination.

Lokayukta raids engmeer 'S house in crackdown

SHIVAMOGGA

In a major anti-corruption op-
eration carried out in the early
hours of Tuesday, Lokayukta
officials conducted simultane-
ous raids on the residence and
office of an executive engi-
neer attached to the Rural
Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Department in Shiva-
mogga. The action, which
began at dawn amid biting
cold weather, reportedly took
the official by surprise.

The raids were carried out
against Executive Engineer
Rupla Naik following allega-
tions of amassing assets dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income. Acting on
credible inputs, Lokayukta
police launched coordinated
searches at multiple locations
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linked to the engineer. These
included his rented house lo-
cated in Basavanagudi area of
Shivamogga city and the of-
fice of the Rural Drinking
Water and Sanitation Depart-
ment, where officials began a
detailed inspection of records
and documents.

In addition to the Shiva-
mogga locations, Lokayukta
teams also raided the resi-
dence of Rupla Naik’s family
in Bengaluru. Searches were
further extended to the house
of his assistant, Tambe, situat-

ed in the Vidyanagar area. Of-
ficials are reportedly examining
financial documents, property
records, and other materials to
verify the allegations of illegal
asset accumulation.

A total of six Lokayukta
teams were deployed for the
operation, ensuring that all
identified locations were
searched simultaneously to
prevent destruction or con-
cealment of evidence. The
raids are ongoing, and further
details are expected once
the verification process is
completed.

The operation has created a
stir within official circles in
Shivamogga, highlighting the
Lokayukta’s continued
focus on corruption-related
cases involving government
officials.

Tumakuru DC Office receives fake bomb threat'

TUMAKURU

On Tuesday morning, the Dis-
trict Commissioner’s office in
Tumakuru received an email
claiming a bomb had been
planted. The alert triggered an
immediate response, with the

PM Matsya Sampada Yojana:
Applications invited in dist

CHITRADURGA

The Fisheries Department has
invited applications for the
year 2025-26 under the Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana, specifically the
Dharati Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utsav Abhiyan (DAJGUA).
As per targets approved by
the Central government, assis-
tance will be provided for
nine two-wheelers, three
three-wheelers, and one live
fish vending unit to support
fishery-related livelihoods.
Interested beneficiaries en-
gaged in fisheries from noti-
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fied villages must submit their
applications on or before De-
cember 31.

Only residents of villages
included in the Central gov-
ernment’s approved list are
eligible to apply. These villag-
es fall across Chitradurga,
Hiriyur, Hosadurga, Holalk-
ere, Challakere, and Molakal-
muru taluks.

Dog Squad, Bomb Disposal
Unit, and local police thor-
oughly inspecting the premis-
es. No explosives were found,
confirming it was a hoax
threat.

SP Ashok stated that metal
detectors were installed at the

entrance, and everyone enter-
ing the office is being
screened. The police have
registered an FIR and will
conduct a detailed investiga-
tion into the email’s origin.
Key city areas will also un-
dergo precautionary checks.

Kannada learning made
compulsory in all schools:
Min Madhu Bangarappa

BELAGAVI

School Education Minister S.
Madhu Bangarappa an-
nounced that all educational
institutions following ICSE,
CBSE, IB, and other curricula
have been instructed to give
mandatory focus to Kannada
language learning.

Responding to a question
from member N. Ravikumar
in the council, the minister
said that schools not comply-
ing with the Kannada Lan-
guage Learning Act are being
issued notices through the
Deputy Directors (Adminis-
tration) and District Educa-
tion Officers to ensure adher-
ence. He cited that in Benga-
luru South district, Domma-
sandra’s The Bangalore Inter-
national School and Dodda-
kannahalli’s Innovative
School were fined for violat-
ing the Act.

The Kannada Language
Learning Act was implement-
ed in 2015, with rules framed

by the Education Department
in 2017. Under the Act, pri-
vate schools must teach Kan-
nada as either the first or sec-
ond language to receive regis-
tration. The department en-
sures that these norms are
followed when granting new
registrations or renewing rec-
ognition.

Schools following other
curricula must submit a dec-
laration stating that Kannada
will be taught as the first or
second language. Only after
verifying compliance with the
Act are no-objection certifi-
cates issued, allowing these
schools to operate while ad-
hering to the Kannada lan-
guage teaching requirements.

‘Around 3K MW
solar projects under
PM-KUSUM-C

BELAGAVI

Energy Minister K. J. George
informed the Legislative Coun-
cil that under the PM-KU-
SUM-C scheme, approximately
3,000 MW capacity solar proj-
ects are planned for implemen-
tation in the state, aligned with
the pump sets allocated by the
central government. He provid-
ed this information in a written
reply to a starred question by
Council member T. N. Javara-
iah Gowda. Currently, 2,592
MW of solar projects have been
sanctioned across 415 locations
under the PM-KUSUM
scheme, while tenders are in
progress for the remaining ca-
pacity of around 410 MW. Of
the sanctioned projects, 213
MW have already been imple-
mented, 1,190 MW are under
progress, and 1,189 MW are yet
to be initiated. To address chal-
lenges in implementation, peri-
odic progress review meetings
are conducted. In cases where
private or government land is
unavailable, alternative sites
such as tank bunds and pond
areas are identified.

Folk singer Mailari, six others booked under POCSO

BAGALKOT

A POCSO case has been reg-
istered against popular north
Karnataka folk singer Music
Mailari (also known as My-
lari) and six others for the al-
leged sexual assault of a mi-
nor girl. The case has sent
shockwaves through the re-
gion’s vibrant janapada music
community.

Mailari, celebrated as a
YouTube trending star, rose to
fame with catchy folk songs
like “Bagalkote Bus Stand
Nyag Nintala Kadibidiki,”
which became a massive hit

across north Karnataka.
Known for his energetic per-
formances at village festivals
and orchestras, he earned the
title of “trending star” among
fans.

The alleged incident took
place on October 24 during a
Hanumantha festival in Jaga-
nooru village, Chikkodi taluk,
Belagavi district. A grand or-
chestra was organized for the
event, where Mailari per-
formed as the lead singer and
the minor girl was part of the
dance troupe.

According to the victim’s
complaint, the accused lured

.

her to a lodge on the outskirts
of Mahalingapura, where they
sexually assaulted her. She

has further alleged that the
group raped her and recorded
a video of the crime.

Seven individuals have
been named in the FIR:
Music Mailari, Shankar
Athani, singer Danavi, Benki
Lata, singer Rukmini, and DJ
Mahantesh. The complaint
was first lodged on December
14 at Chikkodi police
station.

The following day, Decem-
ber 15, the case was trans-
ferred to Mahalingapura po-
lice station in Bagalkot dis-
trict, where an FIR was for-
mally registered under the

Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act.

Bagalkot Superintendent of
Police Siddarth Goyal con-
firmed that a detailed investi-
gation is underway. “We are
verifying every aspect of the
complaint and will take ap-
propriate action based on ev-
idence,” he stated.

As of December 16, 2025,
the investigation continues,
and no arrests have been re-
ported. The case has sparked
widespread concern about the
safety of young performers at
local events.
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Cultural activities boost
chlldren’s personallty devpt

RAMANAGARA

Engaging students in diverse
cultural activities alongside
academics significantly con-
tributes to their overall per-
sonality development, stated
A.B. Chetan Kumar, Chair-
man of the Ramanagara Ur-
ban Development Authority.
He expressed these views
while inaugurating the cultur-
al competitions held at the
Junior College grounds on
Tuesday as part of the Ramot-
sava celebrations. These com-
petitions, which include
dance, music, drama, elocu-
tion, quizzes, and art, provide
students with a platform to
showcase their creativity, var-
ied talents, and cultural heri-
tage. Highlighting the vision

of MLA H.A. Igbal Hussain,
Chetan Kumar noted that over
20 competitions across all
hoblis and urban areas of the
constituency were successful-
ly organized, offering youth
numerous platforms to ex-
press their skills and talents.
Selected participants from
cricket, volleyball, and kabad-
di events will be sent to the
upcoming Kanakotsava.

He emphasized that arts,
literature, and cultural activi-
ties play a vital role in human
development. Encouraging
children to develop an early
interest in these areas and rec-
ognizing their inherent talents
is crucial for nurturing cre-
ativity from a young age.

The event witnessed school
children performing colorful
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dances to film songs and pa-
triotic melodies, captivating
the audience.

Among the dignitaries pres-
ent were former RUDA
Chairman C.N.R. Venkatesh,
District President of Govern-
ment Employees Association
K. Satish, Deputy Mayor Ay-
ishabanu, Standing Commit-
tee Chairperson Pairoj, mem-
bers Bairegowda, Asmad,
Annu, Samad, Nizamuddin
Sharif, former District Youth
Congress President Gu-
ruprasad, former Mayagana-
halli Grama Panchayat Presi-
dent M.H. Ranjith, City Youth
Congress President M.
Musheer, and cultural orga-
nizers Renuka Prasad, Linga-
raju, Mohan, and Arehalli
Ravi.

New pickup rules at KIA
trigger taxi drivers’ protest

DEVANAHALLI

The implementation of new pas-
senger pickup rules at Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA) has sparked strong oppo-
sition from taxi drivers, leading
to a large-scale protest near the
Sadahalli toll plaza on Tuesday.
Despite resistance from drivers,
the Bangalore International
Airport Limited
(BIAL) recently en-
forced revised
pickup regula-
tions at both Ter-
minal 1 and Ter-
minal 2, trigger-
ing widespread
anger. Taxi driv-
ers raised slogans
against BIAL, accus-
ing the airport authority
of imposing rules that ad-

versely affect their livelihoods.
Karnataka Drivers’ Federation
president Narayanaswamy said
thousands of taxi drivers have
been protesting since morning
against the airport authority. He
explained that under the new
rules introduced last week, yel-
low-board taxis at Terminal 1
are permitted to pick up passen-
gers only from designated P3
and P4 parking zones. While the
first 10 minutes of pickup time
is free, drivers are required to
pay 100 for parking between
10 and 40 minutes, followed by
%50 for every additional hour.
Narayanaswamy said drivers

Taxi
drivers
staged a massive
protest opposing
newly enforced
passenger pickup rules
at Kempegowda
International Airport

in Bengaluru.

had earlier submitted represen-
tations to the Transport Minister
and concerned officials, urging
them not to implement the new
system. However, the authorities
went ahead despite objections,
forcing drivers to intensify their
protest. Taxi drivers’ leader Ash-
wath said the protest, which be-
gan around 9 am, briefly turned
tense after bottles were al-
legedly thrown at vehi-
cles, prompting po-
lice to resort to a
mild lathi charge
to control the sit-
uation. Later,
Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police
Sajid arrived at
the spot and at-
tempted to pacify the
protesters. He assured

them that he would hold dis-
cussions with BIAL officials and
sought two days’ time to resolve
the issue. Drivers have warned
that if the new rules continue
even after two days, they will
intensify their agitation and lay
siege to the airport.

PUBLIC NOTICGE

My Client Mr. RAFEEQ AHMED S/o
Late.Nazeer Ahmed, residing at Door
No0.3133/2, K.T.Street, Mandi Mohalla,
Mysore-570021, is the full and absolute
owner of the Schedule Property and he
has lost the Original Registered Title
Deed Dt: 21.10.1965 which was
executed by City Improvement Trust
Board, Mysore infavour of my Client's
father by name Sri Mohamed Nazeer

QUICK READ

Surveyor assaulted;
employees’ association
demands action

KOLAR
The District Govern-
ment Employees’
Association has
strongly condemned
the assault on a sur-
veyor in Mulbagilu
taluk and demand-
ed immediate arrest
and strict action
against the accused.
Association presi-
dent A. Ajay Kumar
urged the police to
take swift steps
against real estate
intermediary Akram
Pasha, who alleged-
ly attacked surveyor
Chandrashekhar
while he was serving
a notice related to
land survey work.
In a press state-
ment, Ajay Kumar
said incidents of as-
sault and harass-
ment against on-du-
ty government em-
ployees are increas-
ing alarmingly. He
noted that such at-
tacks, often trig-
gered by trivial rea-
sons, are being re-
peated frequently
and have created
fear among officials,
making it difficult for
them to discharge.

KSRTC to give 2026
bus passes for people
with special needs

CHIKKABALLAPUR
The KSRTC division
in Chikkaballapur has
announced the distri-
bution of conces-
sional bus passes for
persons with disabili-
ties for the year
2026. Applications
for the new passes
can be submitted
from December 30,
2025, and the pro-
cess will continue
until February 28,
2026, at the respec-
tive taluk offices. Eli-
gible beneficiaries
from Chintamani,
Gudibande, Gau-
ribidanur, Chikka-
ballapur, and Dodda-
ballapur can apply
for these passes,
which aim to facili-
tate their travel
needs. Last year, the
passes were suc-
cessfully distributed,
and the 2026 edition
will follow a similar
procedure.

PUBLIG NO E]

1, Sri Narendra Babu B, intending purchaser of the
property bearing Property No. 32/2, situated at Begur
Village, Begur Hobli, Khata No. 32/2A (Suraksha
Layout), Bangalore South, Bangalore, hereby bring
to public notice that Page No. 6 of the original Sale
Deed bearing Registration No. 4360/1999-2000,
pertaining to the said property, has been lost.
The above said property belongs to Smt. Lalitha, W/o
Late N. Rudrappa, residing at No. 112, 10th Cross,
near Maradi Subbaiah Road, Bangalore - 560019,
from whom I am willing to purchase the property.
A complaint regarding the loss of the said document
has been lodged with the concerned police station
vide Lost Report No. 1957298/2025 dated 15
December 2025.

If any person finds the above-mentioned document,
they are requested to kindly contact Mobile No.
9986670999 or handover the document to the
nearest police station, furnishing the relevant details.
If no claim is made within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice, it shall be presumed that
the said document is irretrievably lost and no person
has any claim over the same.

080-41209042

To place a classified ad

contact

CH

Sd/-
Sri Narendra Babu B
Bangalore
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Altum®ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
!: Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,

Home Finance Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)
APPENDIX IV POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

The undersigned being the authorized officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd.,
(ACHFL), Under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 ("SARFAESI Act, 2002") and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 ("Enforcement Rules"). Demand Notice(s) issued by the
Authorized Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s)
(collectively referred to as the "Borrowers") mention herein below to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The
borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to Borrowers and the
public in general that the under signed has taken symbolic / physical possession of the
property described herein below in supersize of powers conferred upon him under Sub-
section(4)of Section 13 of the said act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
Enforcement rules, 2002. The borrower's attention is invited to prevision of sub-section
(8) of section 13 of the Act, in receipt of time available, to redeem the secured assets. The
borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby caution not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of ACHFL for an
amount mention herein under with the interest thereon.

Name of Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan A/c No.

1. Gangaraju (Applicant), 2. Meenakshi Bk (Co-Applicant),
LAN- 1472020100042
Description of Secured Asset
All the parcel of immovable property bearing no 164 e swathu no
152900303002200234 situated at shrigipura village Magadi Taluk, Ramanagara
District, measuring East to West 12.192 Meters and North to South 9.144 Meters, in all
measuring 111.48 Square Meters, red oxide flooring, doors and windows made are
jungle wood RCC roofed House and bounded on as under: East : Krishnappa's
House., West : Public Road, North: Public Road, South : Nagaraju's House.
Date of Demand Notice and Amount

10.06.2025 / Rs. 7,51,006/- (Rupees Seven Lakhs Fifty One Thousand Six
Only)

NPA Date - 29.05.2025 | Date of Possession : 11.12.2025
STATUTORY NOTICE TO BORROWERS/ CO-BORROWERS AND GUARANTORS
Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) are hereby put to caution that the
property may be sold at any time hereinafter by way of public auction/tenders and as
such this may also be treated as a notice under Rule 6,8 & 9 of Security (interest)
Enforcement Rules,2002.

Place : Ramanagara, Karnataka

Date : 17.12.2025 Sd/-

Authorized Officer
Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer,
C.V. Ramannagara Division, 8th Cross, 12th A Main Road,
HAL 2nd Stage, Indiranagara, Bengaluru - 560038.

No: EE/CVR/KPPP/03/2025-26 Date: 16-12-2025

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the Executive
Engineer, C.V. Ramannagara Division, BCCC, Bengaluru for
the work mentioned below from the registered Contractors
of BCCC or equivalent Registration with CPWD / KPWD /
Railways / MES or any State Government Organizations.
(Standard Tender Document - KW-01)

ﬁc';_ Name of the Work

Demolition of Old Market Building Cox Town M.M. Road

Alias Nazeer Ahamad, which is
registered in Book-1, as Volume
No.2486, at Page No.305, as Document
No.2201 on 30.10.1965, in the office of
the Sub-Registrar, Mysore, in Mandi
Mohalla, Mysore on 02.12.2025 and the
same is not traced till date. Hence, the
finders of the said Original Registered
Title Deed Dt:21.10.1965 are hereby
informed to contact the undersigned
Advocate within 7 days from the date of
this publication. Therefore, any
person/s, Financial Institution/s having
any right, claim or interest in the
Schedule Property or portion of the
Schedule Property, shall forward their
objections to the under signed in writing
along with supporting documents within
7 (seven) days from the date of this
Public Notice.

SCHEDULE PROPERTY : All that Part
and Parcel of the Residential House
Property bearing No.42-1-41-341,
Assessment No.3133/1 New No.M-341,
Old Property No.3133/1 New No.M-341
situated at Ward No.42, K.T.Road,
Kantharaja Urs Park, Lashkar Mohalla,
Mysore, constructed on the Site

Altum® ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD

c Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,
Home Finance Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

APPENDIX IV POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

The undersigned being the authorized officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd.,
(ACHFL), Under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 ("SARFAESI Act, 2002") and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 ("Enforcement Rules"). Demand Notice(s) issued by the
Authorized Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s)
(collectively referred to as the "Borrowers") mention herein below to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The
borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to Borrowers and the
public in general that the under signed has taken symbolic / physical possession of the
property described herein below in supersize of powers conferred upon him under Sub-
section(4)of Section 13 of the said act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
Enforcement rules, 2002. The borrower's attention is invited to prevision of sub-section
(8) of section 13 of the Act, in receipt of time available, to redeem the secured assets. The
borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby caution not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of ACHFL for an
amount mention herein under with the interest thereon.

Name of Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan A/c No.

1. Naray y V(Apg it), 2. Anj; T (Co-Applicant),
LAN- 5131202000043
Description of Secured Asset
The Property admeasuring an extent of 734.96 Sq. Ft., Comprised in Property No(s) 72,
bearing PID No. 151900201500220050 measuring East to west 10.6680 Meters and
North to South 6.4008 Meters situated in Kodagurki Village, within the Sub-Registration
District of Bangarapet bounded on as under: East : Road and survey No. Agriculture Land
of Narayanswami, West : Survey No. Agriculture Land of Shriram, North: survey No.
Agriculture Land of Narayanswami, South : survey No. Agriculture of Narayanswami.
Date of Demand Notice and Amount
10.06.2025 / Rs. 8,99,264/- (Rupees Eight Lakhs Ninety Nine Thousand Two
Hundred Sixty Four Only)

NPA Date - 29.05.2025 | Date of Possession : 12.12.2025

Name of Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Al/c No.

1. S Shivakumar (Applicant), 2. Anusha N (Co-Applicant),
3. Sriramappa S (Co-Applicant), LAN- S173208000005
Description of Secured Asset
The property admeasuring an extent of 188.13 Sq.Mtr., comprised in Property No(s)
15/337, bearing PID No.152800300801200022 situated in Eragampalli (Kurapalli) village,
within the Sub-Registration District of Chintamani bounded on the:: East : Road, West :
temple, North: Laneway and property of venkatarayappa, South : Survey Number.
Date of Demand Notice and Amount
09.07.2025 / Rs. 6,51,914/- (Rupees Six Lakhs Fifty One Thousand Nine
Hundred Fourteen Only)
NPA Date - 29.06.2025 | Date of Possession : 12.12.2025

Name of Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan A/c No.

1. Naresh G L (Applicant), 2. Deepa K (Co-Applicant),
LAN- S117204000076

Description of Secured Asset
Al that piece and parcel of residential immovable property bearing No. 441/725/A E-
Khatha No. 151901100901122386 situated at Gownipalli Village, Gownipalli Grama
Panchayath, Srinivasapura Taluk, Kolara District, Measuring East to West
13.411200000000001 Meters and North to South 5.7912 Meters in all measuring 77.67
Square Meters along with building and bounded on: East : Road, West : Government
Degree College, North: Kamalamma's House, South : Subbamani.

Date of Demand Notice and Amount
09.07.2025 / Rs. 9,47,678/- (Rupees Nine Lakhs Forty Seven Thousand Six

Hundred Seventy Eight Only)

NPA Date - 29.06.2025 | Date of Possession : 12.12.2025
STATUTORY NOTICE TO BORROWERS/ CO-BORROWERS AND GUARANTORS
Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) are hereby put to caution that the
property may be sold at any time hereinafter by way of public auction/tenders and as
such this may also be treated as a notice under Rule 6,8 & 9 of Security (interest)
Enforcement Rules,2002.

Place : Bangarapet, Chintamani, Kolara, Karnataka
Date : 17.12.2025 sdl

Authorized Officer
Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

#MANAPPURAM !;LOMME FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : U85923KL2010PLC039179
Regd Office: IV/470A (OLD) W/638A (NEW) Manappuram House Valapad Thrissur, Kerala 680567
Cnrp Office: Manappuram Home Flnance Limited, Third Floor, Unit No. 301 to 315, A Wing,
‘Kanakia Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai-400093, Maharashtra.
Phone No.: 022—66211000, Website: www,manappuramhomefln.cnm

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the Authorized Officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd., having our registered office at IV/470A
(old) w/638A (new), Manappuram House, Valapad, Thrissur, Kerala- '680567 and branches at various places
in India (hereinafter referred to as “MAHOFIN” ) Is a Company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 and
a Financial Institution within the meaning of sub-clause (iv) of clause (m) of sub-section (1) of Section 2
of the Securitization and Reconstruction of financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002
(hereinafter referred so as the Act) read with Notification No. S.0. 3466 (E) dated 18" December, 2015
issued by the Govt. of India, Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi, inter alia
carrying on business of advanclng loans for construction and / or purchase of dwe\llng units and whereas
the Borrower / Co-Borrowers as mentioned in Column No. 2 of the below mentioned chart obtained loan
from MAHOFIN and whereas MAHOFN being the secured creditor under the SARFAESI Act, and in exercise of
P{ wers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 2 of the security interest (Enforcement)

ules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers as mentioned herein below,
to repay the amount mentioned in the notices with further interest thereon within 60 days from the date of
notice, but the notices could not be served upon some of them for various reasons. That in addition thereto
for the purposes of information of the said borrowers enumerated below, the said borrowers are being
informed by way of this public notice.

H : measuring East to West : 14.630429 ipti i
1 in Ward No. 108. Appro_)(lmated Amount of Work | |89 B08  Famth - 9753690 ,%1_; ;ﬁéﬁ%ﬂmﬁ, - "*3,:" ,{::,':t?,,'.%‘;g‘."i:;‘ii:é,/‘f,‘;ifg;°‘ __1 f‘gﬁ ':g’;?s‘,’f,;'f,?}iggﬁ'ﬁf
- - i i ema Yallappa ramtana Proper c No: , Proper 0. -11- -11-
(inRs.): 4,50,000.00, EMD (in Rs.): 9,000.00 Meters with Total Site Area of 142.6996 Madivalar, Npapgaraj 1517002006009120%/39,’)Measuring fotal 49,92 Sqhir| 2025 | Rs 203358/
Square Meters & Constructed Area of Chanabasappa Belagalpeth Village, Tq:hanagal, Dt-Haveri, Karnataka,
Calendar of Events: 1) Tender Document can be downloaded | |83.6127 Square Meters of Madras Tiled Wadiwalar, Manjppa | Pi: 581104, EaSt-Propertyof himappa P Madvlar
. . N . iddappa Banni, est-Property of Ravl Basavennappa Igll, south-
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Website: §°°feg R_Zd'ct?xl'dﬁ F'Oog”ﬁd_Grouf‘tg NLAPORZ0TSIY Hubi_|Property of Basanagouda & Pati, North-Govt. Road
. : ; ; oor Residential House Building wi 2 M Pavithra, Property Bearing No. 33/1, PL.D. N0.152100502300620050, | 14-11- [19-11-2025 &
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. 2) Date of Pre Bid Meeting | Ejectricity, Water and Sanitary s ﬁaﬁmahani%l?g&}&amn&apgaGran;(apancrllaygm, 2025 | e 3026477
i 3 H i i imi HL lagamangala Talul andya District, Karnataka, Pin:
on 19-12-2025 at 15.30 Hours in the Office of the Executive EZHJ?:%IOI\F/‘SE g?éﬂglguﬁggzr ;:?hngsaZI Unayanagr 279 % %gdwasugng ol 11 40 St itrs.
1 iviel ’ ’ - amnagara ast-Road, West-Conservanc ouse Belongs To
Engineer (C.V. Raman Nagara Division). 3) Last Date for by : Private Property, West by : Road, o Manjula Raju, Ifoptg—Cons?“rvayt?]c'g‘&lﬁouselBelgon%s
1 1 . . s . [1] analakshmi Ramu, North-House Belongs To
Uploading the Flllgd Proposals..29-12-2025 upto 16.00 Hours. gc;rtht bg : Pr|r\t/ate Property, South by : Yo Dhanalakshm Raru, North 9
4) Date of Opening of Technical Proposals: 30-12-2025 at | |~"Vale~ropery. 3 | Gurunath Basavantlere 6P, 1228 P o S0AC0ECEA001 0429, [ 15-11- [19-11-2025 &
. . . - Shi e otur Village, Gotur Grama Panchayat, HukkeriBlock,| 2025 | Rs.675493/-
16.30 Hours. 5) Date of Opening of Financial Proposals: After Sdi- Shivakumar, B.Com., LL.B. Rk Gurunath | Dial Belgacr. Karmstaia. P 251571 Admageuring
. Roll No. KAR/770/1987, Advocate & Notary Shinde, 115.38 Sq. Meters/ Item No. 2: G.P No.1228A, Rdpr
approval of Technical Proposals through KPP Portal. #2917/A, 1st Floor, Opp. TTL College gﬁn;manth PID. No. 150400605400101404, Situated At Gotur
. ) ; ; ; illage, Got t, i Block, i
Further details can be had from the above office. Kantharaja Urs Road, Saraswathipuram INHLODSB0014530/ | (D) Admeasuring 54 62 G Meters, Karnataka. P
R . Mysuru-570 009 Belgaum 591221, East-ltem No. 1: Property of Girimalla Kamu
Sd/- Executive Engmeer 3 Mob.: 9342257404 Khot/ Item No. 2: Open Space of Girimalla Kamu Khot,
L. Date : 12-12-2025 West-ltem No. 1: Property of Shivappa Dundappa
C.V. Ramannagara DIVISIOI‘I, BCCC. Place : Mysuru Talawar/ Item No. 2: Property of Shivappa Dundappa
Talawar, South-ltem No. 1: Gurunath Shinde Own
Property/ ltem No.2: Own House, North-ltem No. 1: Open
CHAMUNDESHWARI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY CORPORATION LIMITED Tt e 107 S 6 10
4 [ srikanth G, Municipal Khata No: 4071, Site No. 64, PLD. No.| 15-11- [19-11-2025 &
. Sudha G, 194398, Admeasuring Total 342 Sq. Feet, Ward No:| 2025 | Rs.559991/-
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) L A R D R
- a ist, rn ,Pin: . -Hou . ,
Corporate Office, Procurement Section, CESC, Mysuru-570017. Shimoga West-House No. 64, South-House, North-Road
0 - i 0 y ite: I ! 5 [Nagappa Pujar, Gramtana Property Vpc No. 158/A, Property No:| 15-11-119-11-2025 &
Ph: 0821-2544963, Email ID: gmproc@cescmysore.org  Website: www.cescmysore.org ﬁuguﬂg& g 3;51370312032&0[)1 UU%EGF'Q?SE‘”?T‘RA“' 64'% ?g e | 5638 | RS20
arellappa uilding Measuring 38. q Mtr., alagun
NO: GM(Proc)/CIVIL/IDGM(C)AGM(C)/CO/F-20/2025-26/ 29976 Date: 16.12.2025 Kurikayar, Village, Tq:Hanagal, Dt: Haveri, Karnataka, Pin:581102.
/NHL00260041551/ East-Property of Basavaraj Y Ningammanavar, West-
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (e-procurement mode)
- ovt. Road, North-Property of Ramachandrappa Pujar
6 Earlidlell Néehabé)obbsab Elram F"I?ln(':]hgyaté\lo.2?,sMeasuringM167.23Sq&nstrzs‘é 1256;;- 13-1613-52»%2/&
3 P , Sai itl identi truct i X . -
General Manager(Procurement), Corporate Office, CESC, Mysuru on behalf of CESC invites tender for the “Nﬂgiﬁsébbglgiau?a gq"_"ﬁmﬁ'_, € E??'I;J%]{ﬁ; No’_fsll‘{%?o%%séﬁrblogﬁoolsys, s
. s . : e ehabubsal urvey No. 45/*/*0f Junjanbail Village, Tq: Kalaghatgi
following Civil Engineering Works from eligible contractors. Natisab Goal, - [Dist g"mbwaﬂ' KaLna(\?\}l(alpig5812%4, E“?S}\.Apéper?g
iyambi , West- t
SI No. Indent No. Name of the Work Golall, Shahrabanu Bumgg:a'ﬂi,'slamprop?ty of Dastgirsab Golaii
. N N Akbarsab Nayak, North-Govt. Road
1 CESC/CO/GM(Proc)/ CIVILI2025-26/  [Construction of Auditorium at CESC Corporate office mgazwm%zn
. . ubli
o G oo o o | B [
- r . s i i Vi s i X -
2 CESC/CO/GM(Proc)/ CIVIL/2025-26/ Construction pfong Block of C&D Group employees quarters 36 Prope paﬁcngyam, Arakaiaoud Taldk, Haesan Dt
CVL-78 D:15.12.2025 tenements atjyothinagara Colony, Mysuru Block-1. g:;gg:mwm/ gg[ln;;;akﬁem LN %J?éa'::yro'\,fgﬂiurél%; gzsﬂgg
3 | CESCICOGM(Proc)/ CIVILI2025-261 |Construction of one Block of C&D Group employees quarters 36 B, Sout Road.Nortn Roag o 10
CVL-79 D:15.12.2025 tenements atjyothinagara Colony, Mysuru Block-2. 8T idential Building Gram Panchayat Khata No. 559/2[ 15-11- ] 20-11-2025 &
4 CESCICO/GM(Proc)/ CIVIL/2025-26/ [Construction of one Block of C&D Group employees quarters 24 mw;gg;ogu;;w agg;ggafgyg;%g a0, 192000302301620058, | 2025 | Re.191179/-
CVL-80 D:15.12.2025 tenements at jyothinagara Colony, Mysuru Block-3. Tumkur R T
. . . N o] . East-House Belongs To Ch'kkath'mmakka, West-
The tender documents will be available on or after 22.12.2025 the details regarding participating House guellongs _I_Toifl’oojagaialh, South-Foad, North-
in the tender can be obtained through e-Procurement portal of Government of Kamataka | |<tommmmmrTon o 450A Aamsasuins 520 Soms oo o0 205
http//kppp.karnataka.gov.in or help desk 080-25501227/25501216 or email address Mang. Laxnal o |fshanadal vilage, Khanadal Gram Panchioyal, Tauk| 2025 | Rs 469094/
support@eprochelpdesk.com. The last date for submission of bids is 05.01.2026. The prospective bidders mn[nuna;mazg%mgm 5?&%Xv;e2‘{Eé?apfvr;yé’ﬁﬁﬁém'aﬁémﬁg Mang, South-
can obtain further details from the office of the undersigned. 10{Bnarat Ravindra - {Gom No_433/1, Total Measuring 756 St Gram| 15.11- 121112095 &
. atedar, Ravindra anchayat Hebbalkh, Tq: Gadhinglaj, Dist: Kolhapur, S. -
DIPR/MYSORE/1375/SSC/2025-26 Sd/- General Manager (Proc),Corporate Office, CESC, Mysuru Basappa Khatedar, |Maharashtra, Pin: 416501. East-Property of Shri.
/MLAP0098042035/ Shankar Annappakhavi, West-Property of Shri. Sudarshan
Belgaum '&I;]alla;épavi’aek’;?i. gom(?-Propert}? oflyShri. Raju Basappa
atedar, North-Roa
Hiranandani 11| Prakash Purandar | Residential Property Vpc No. 84/3/B,_Property| 15-11- | 21-11-2025 &
Financia' SerViceS ;ankolé, S\a{vna 20. ;\/?13?_03081vaﬁ0157,_l'l_'otal}z\llelsa5lf1nng97.2‘4[8)192 2025 | Rs.515006/-
urandar Yankoji, q Mtr, Tambur Village, Tq: Kalaghatagi ist:
Santoshnath Dharawad, Karnataka, Pin: 581204. East-Govt. Road,
HIRANANDANI FINANCIAL SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED emanmaratn vt operty of Sasappa Bavalar, Soh-Propery
. " y . L ppa K Palekar, North-Road
Regd. Office : 514, Dalamal Towers, 211 Free Press Journal Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbai- 400021. /NHLO0260052264/ Hubli
Corporate Office: 9" Floor, Sigma Towers, Hiranandani Business Park, Technology Street, Powai, Mumbai - 400076. [ 12 Shandregowda H, | PropertyNo. 19220060107702003,Janjarlo 7, Gram | 16-11- |21-11:2025 &
Email: wecare @hfs.in e Website: www.hfs.in ¢ Tel. No.: 022-25763623 ¢ CIN No.: U65999MH2017PTC291060 B'S Ananda, Poonadahalli Grama Pancahayth, Piriyapattana Taluk, '
/NHL00910009591/ Mysore, Karnataka, Pin: 571107 Totally Measurini
POSSESS ON NOTICE Hassan _%Oyg.gzSS?]uar%Meters!‘;vast-r:{ouseF;rop}érty%elllt;r:gg
i 0 Smt. Sharadamma, West-House Property Belongs
s = Unde Rule 81) (For mmuvahl ronery) App“mx v s m o To Sri. Hanchigowda, Soum-GovernmemFl)Roa%. Nortl%-
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Hiranandani Financial Services Pvt. Ltd. (herinafter referred to as “HFS”) House Property Belongs To Sri. Swamygowda
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of | |13 ]Manjunath Basappa ial GramthanaProperty VpcNo. 172, Property [ 16-11- [21-11-2025 &
powers conferred under section13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, Demand Notice(s) issued ghlva"ﬂa"avaﬂ 20 “}lf‘g002037\9fﬂ1002;‘4 ’]ma' '\I/'/gafju[;mg ffg 321 2025 [ Rs.791713/-
by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in Shivalngappa Pt e R e e
the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby Shivannavar, Shivannanavar, West-Property of Nasimappa G Nadamani,
given to the Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property described Nandita Manjunath | South-Government Road, North-Government Road
herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules, 2002. Shivakumar Basappa
The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem gnlvaf;)ﬂ?ﬂavafv
the secured assets. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any Shvarudranpa
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of HFS for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon. Havanur,
/NHLOD260009392/ Hubli
Sr. | Loan Account No. & Name of the Borrower Description of Secured Demand Notice| Date of 14|Arun R, L matha No. 529/1# EN Kaﬂ[ﬁ; gg l\}l 5[250%7’(\13098]0;0; 05[3ri 1 56; g - 2; -1 918-385%&
| P ion L, easuring east lo West 7. eters oI 0 o0u S.! -
No. |/ Co-Borrowers / Address : Assets / Mortgage Property i & Amount | F Paa R ! 1239 Mglers, Naduru Vilage, Gowdagere. Hob.
Loan Exposure Under Customer ID :|All that Piece and parcel of the property bearing /NHL00930014906/ | SiraTaluk, Tumkur Dist., Karnataka, Pin: 572135, East-
69909 Site No. 5A, Assessment No. 82/4 Khatha No. Tumkur Property o. 13, West-Proerty No. 15, South-Road,
LAN : 4375073101022731 681 measuring East to West 47 Ft and North to| 22.09.2025 T pr— K"trh 'Ner";'_"'f'/gzw';’ge;’lyn TSR (TR TR T T Ere T
1. Abhi Enterprises (Borrower) South 30 Ft in all measuring 1410 Sq. Ft. situated Rs. run Kumar M, atha No. Migii . PLD. No. . Measuring| 16-11-121-11-
2. Manjunatha H (Co-Borrower) at Srigandhakavalu Village Yashwanthapura Hobli| 48,64,502/- A R e T e o T o 18,50 | 2025 | s.B38615/-
3. Menaka N (Co-Borrower) ) Bangalore North Taluk and bounded on: East by| (Rupees /NLAP0093016555/ | Tumkur District, Karnataka, Pin: 572101. East-Mig-
1 Add. For Sr. No. 1 : No. 05 A Gajanana|: Road, West by : Private Property, North by :| Forty-Eight 12.12.2025 Tumkur 1i-28, West-Mig-1i-26, South-Hig-14, Norih-Road
" |Nagara, Madduramma Badavane, Near|Previously Mr. Chandrashekar’'s Property Now Lakh e Notice, is therefore given to the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers, as mentioned herein above, calling upon
Abhaya Astha Anjaneya Bengaluru, Bangalore[Mr. Nagaraja's Property, South by : Previously| Sixty-Four Bottowar ) Go-Bontower wilin 80 G5y of BUDICATON of s hotiee. Fature 1o ke paymant of he tot
Urban District, Karnataka- 560091. Add. |Sri Hanumanthappa Property Now Sri Sheshadri’s Thousand outstanding amount together with further interest by the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower, MAHOFIN shall
For Sr. No. 2 & 3 : NO 82/ 4 40 Feet Road,|Property. Together with anything attached to| Five Hundred bte cunslrallnedblo lakle#/sf13(4) for en;arcg[:menl olfhsecurlty interest upon grgpergeslﬂs (Aeicnlaeehabo;/e
i i i steps are also being taken for service of notice in other manners as prescribed under the Act ani e rules
Near Sri Abaya Asta Anjaneya Temple,[the earth or permanenyly fastened to anything|and Two DHIV) ma‘gje hereunder. Yugu are put to notice that the said mortgage can bepredeemed upon payment of the entire
Sreegandhakavalu  Bangalore North, |attached to the earth with all present and future amount due together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by MAHOFIN at any time before the date
Banqalore Urban District, Karnataka- 560091 .| structures thereon. ?fg?é’f’g??ﬁ'é"éﬂfgﬁﬁté%‘i chrtpubllc auction or private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as detailed in Section
Place: Bangalore, Karnataka Sd/- Take note that in terms of S-13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from transferring and/or

Date : 17.12.2025

For Hiranandani Financial Services Private Limited

dealing with the Secured Properties in any manner by way of sale, lease or in any other manner.
Date: 17" December 2025 | Place: KARNATAKA Sd/- Authorised Officer Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
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Kolkata air pollution tops Delhi,

Fatehpur shivers at 4
degrees ; dense fog to
persist across Rajasthan

Jaipur
Rajasthan witnessed
sharp temperature con-
trasts on Tuesday, with
Fatehpur in Sikar district
emerging as the coldest
place in the state, the Me-
teorological department
said on Tuesday. The
town recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 4
degrees Celsius, marking
the lowest overnight tem-
perature. Other regions
also experienced chilly
conditions, with Nagaur
at 5.6 degrees C, Lun-
karansar at 7 degrees C,
Dausa at 6.2 degrees C,
Baran at 7.9 degrees C,
Sirohi at 6.6 degrees C,
Churu at 6.8 degrees C,
and Sri Ganganagar at
10.4 degrees Celsius.

BJP targets Uddhav
Senaahead of
Mumbai civic polls

Mumbai
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty, which has declared its
strong resolve to unfurl
the saffron flag atop the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation in the up-
coming civil polls, has
stepped up its attack on
the Uddhav Thacker-
ay-led Shiv Sena, claim-
ing that the Marathi Ma-
noos has chosen an aus-
picious moment to defeat
the party and end its 25-
year rule in the civic body.
Maharashtra Minister for
Cultural Affairs and BJP
in-charge of the BMC
elections, Ashish Shelar,
took to X to target the
Shiv Sena (Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray).

Giriraj Singh backs
Supriya Sule, says if
votes stolen, Cong did it

New Delhi
Union Minister Giriraj Sin-
gh on Tuesday backed
NCP(SP) MP Supriya
Sule for dismissing the
opposition’s allegations
of Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVM) rigging, as-
serting that if there had
ever been vote theft in the
country, it was carried out
by the Congress in the era
of ballot papers. Speaking
to reporters outside Par-
liament, Giriraj Singh said
that accusations of rig-
ging were being raised
without evidence. If votes
were stolen, it was Con-
gress that did it; they used
to snatch ballots. That is
why Supriya Sule is
speaking correctly, the
Union Minister said, en-
dorsing her remarks.

prompting wider monitoring calls

Kolkata’s air quality crisis has intensified, overtaking Delhi, prompting experts
to demand expanded real-time pollution monitoring infrastructure nationwide.

KOLKATA

Kolkata has witnessed a wor-
rying deterioration in air qual-
ity over the past week, with
pollution levels consistently
surpassing those recorded in
Delhi for seven consecutive
days. The development has
triggered renewed concern
among environmentalists and
public health advocates, who
are urging authorities to
strengthen the city’s air qual-
ity monitoring network to bet-
ter reflect ground realities in
densely populated and traf-
fic-heavy zones.

Green technologist and en-
vironmentalist Somendra Mo-
han Ghosh has called for the
installation of at least 20 au-
tomatic air quality monitoring
stations across the Kolkata
metropolitan area. According
to him, the existing network

n

:"-' I..« ,L-::: .

of just seven automatic sta-
tions is insufficient and poor-
ly located, failing to capture
accurate, real-time pollution
data from the city’s most af-
fected neighbourhoods.
Ghosh stressed that areas such
as Moulali and Shyambazar,
known for heavy congestion
and high population density,
remain underrepresented in
current monitoring efforts.

He pointed out that in the
absence of automatic stations
in these locations, authorities
often rely on manual monitor-
ing machines, which do not
provide continuous or re-
al-time data. Automatic sta-
tions are crucial to under-
standing the true extent of
pollution exposure faced by
residents, Ghosh said, adding
that real-time data would help

policymakers respond more
effectively to pollution spikes
and design targeted mitigation
strategies.

A major concern raised by
environmentalists is that most
existing automatic monitoring
stations are situated in
eco-sensitive or relatively less
congested zones. While these
locations may show compara-
tively better air quality, they
do not accurately reflect con-
ditions in crowded residential
and commercial areas where
people are exposed to higher
pollution levels on a daily ba-
sis. The severity of the situa-
tion became evident between
December 6 and December 11,
when Kolkata consistently re-
corded higher pollution levels
than the national capital. On
December 11, the city’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) touched a
hazardous 439 at 6.04 p.m.

TN BJP criticises
DMK over
Thiruparankundram

CHENNAI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has launched a sharp
attack on the ruling DMK
government over its stand in
the Thiruparankundram hill
lamp-lighting case, accusing
it of hurting Hindu religious
sentiments and undermining
Sanatan Dharma.

The party has demanded a
public apology from Hindu
Religious and Charitable En-
dowments (HR&CE) Minister
P.K. Sekar Babu for what it
described as insulting remarks
against Tamil God Murugan.

The controversy arose during
the hearing of appeals filed by
the Executive Officer of the
Thiruparankundram Temple
and the Madurai District Col-
lector before a Division Bench
of the Madras High Court com-
prising Justices G. Jayachan-
dran and C.V. Karthikeyan. The
appeals challenged an earlier
order of Single Judge Justice S.
Swaminathan, which permitted
the lighting of a lamp at the
summit of Thiruparankundram
hill as part of religious practice.

Arguing on behalf of the
Tamil Nadu government,
counsel submitted that a Dar-
gah exists near the temple and
that permission for lighting the
lamp should be granted only
by the temple administration.
It was also contended that
there was no historical evi-
dence to establish the exis-
tence of a Deepa Stambham
(lamp pillar) on the hill. The
BJP alleged that these argu-
ments amounted to a distortion
of historical facts and were
driven by ulterior motives.

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta vows
to tackle legacy problems of
pollution, waterlogging

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Tuesday inspected
the desilting of Sunehri Pul
and the progress on Barapul-
lah Bridge Phase-3, reiterat-
ing the government’s commit-
ment to finding permanent
solutions to legacy problems
like waterlog-
ging and pollu-
tion. Talking to
reporters, she
said, The pre-
vious govern-
ment inflicted
pain on the city
through their
apathy and failure, and our
efforts are a salve to the
wounded capital.

What we are doing today
should have been addressed
by the previous governments.
Our measures will take some
time to show results, she said,
pointing to delisting of drains
to prevent waterlogging and
road repairs and installation
of mist sprayers, among other
steps, to counter pollution.

She hit out at the previous

Delhi governments and said,
Had the Congress government
during its 15-year rule and the
AAP government during its
10-year rule done their bit to
tackle pollution, then the situ-
ation in Delhi would not have
been so bad.

The legacy problems faced
by Delhiites today, including
waterlogging
and pollution,
B | are the result

® of the apathy
{ of the previous
governments,
she said.

Earlier, CM
Gupta trained
her guns on former CM and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Na-
tional Convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal, saying that he used to
leave people to their fate when
pollution peaked in Delhi and
escape to other cities for
Vipassana every six months.

We are collectively fighting
this battle. We are not like
them who abandon Delhi to
its fate and run off for Vipas-
sana every 6 months, said CM
Gupta, in a post on X.

Indian Army soldier died in explosion near Line of Control Kupwara

Soldier killed in Kupwara road
construction explosion near LoC

SRINAGAR

A soldier of the Indian Army
was killed in an explosion in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Kup-
wara district, officials con-
firmed on Tuesday. The inci-
dent occurred on Tuesday in
the Putaha Khan Gali area of
Trehgam, which lies close to
the Line of Control (LoC), an
area known for heightened
security and frequent patrols
due to its proximity to the
border.

The deceased soldier has
been identified as Havaldar
Zubair Ahmad of the Jammu
and Kashmir Light Infantry
(JAKLI). According to offi-
cials, the explosion took place
during road construction work
being carried out in the area.
The soldier was critically in-
jured in the blast and was im-
mediately evacuated to a mili-
tary hospital in the Drugmulla
area of neighbouring Baramu-
lla district. However, doctors
declared him dead on arrival.

Officials stated that the ex-

plosion appeared to be acci-
dental, though further details
were awaited. Preliminary
information suggested that the
blast could have been trig-
gered by an old landmine or
explosive device in the area.
Such incidents are not uncom-
mon in regions close to the
LoC, where landmines have
historically been laid as part
of anti-infiltration measures.
Security sources explained
that soldiers sometimes acci-
dentally step on pre-planted
landmines while patrolling or
during operational activities
near the LoC. Over time, ad-
verse weather conditions such
as rain, snowfall, and soil ero-

sion can cause these mines to
shift from their original loca-
tions. These displaced explo-
sives are technically referred
to as drift mines and pose a
serious threat to both security
personnel and civilians.

As part of a robust anti-in-
filtration strategy, areas close
to the border and LoC fencing
are often mined to prevent un-
authorized crossings from
across the line. While these
measures are crucial for na-
tional security, they also in-
crease the risks faced by
troops deployed in these chal-
lenging terrains, particularly
during construction or main-
tenance work.

SC issues notice on Justice Varma’s plea
challenging 3-member probe panel

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day issued notice on a plea
filed by Allahabad High Court
Judge Justice Yashwant Var-
ma, challenging the impeach-
ment proceedings initiated
against him. Justice Varma
has been at the centre of con-
troversy since burnt cash was
discovered on March 14 in an
outhouse of his official resi-
dence, which had been allot-
ted to him while he was serv-
ing in the Delhi High Court.
A bench of Justices Dipan-
kar Datta and Augustine
George Masih sought respons-
es from the office of the Lok
Sabha Speaker and Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha Secretariats

and posted the matter for fur-
ther hearing on January 7.

In his writ petition filed un-
der Article 32 of the Constitu-
tion, Justice Varma has ques-
tioned the constitution of the
three-member statutory inqui-
ry committee announced by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
to probe allegations arising
out of the discovery of burnt
currency at his official resi-
dence earlier this year.

On August 12, the Lok
Sabha had read out the im-
peachment motion against
Justice Varma, marking the
beginning of proceedings un-
der Articles 124(4), 217 and
218 of the Constitution for his
possible removal.

The Speaker informed the

House that he had received
the motion on July 31, backed
by senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad and supported
by 146 Lok Sabha members
and 63 Rajya Sabha members.
He said he had found sub-
stance as per the rules in the
motion and admitted it for
discussion.

Birla also announced the
formation of a three-member
committee comprising Su-
preme Court judge Justice Ar-
avind Kumar, Madras High
Court Chief Justice Maninder
Mohan Shrivastava, and senior
advocate B.V. Acharya to in-
vestigate the charges. The
committee will soon give its
report, and till then the motion
will remain pending, he said.

OPP-MPS-PROTEST-GANDHI

OPS Camp Renaming
Move Fuels Speculation
Over Possible New
Political Party

CHENNAI

Speculation is mounting in
Tamil Nadu’s political circles
following a significant move
by the political camp led by
former Chief Minister O. Pan-
neerselvam (OPS). The group
has renamed the ADMK
Workers’ Rights Retrieval
Committee as the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Workers’ Rights Retrieval Ka-
zhagam, a change that has
triggered widespread debate
about the possibility of a new
political outfit taking shape.
Statements released by the
OPS-led group since Decem-
ber 14 have prominently fea-
tured the new name, prompt-
ing varied interpretations
even among its own function-
aries. While one section of
leaders and supporters sees
the renaming as a clear signal
that Panneerselvam is prepar-
ing to formally launch a sep-
arate political party, another
section has sought to play
down the move, calling it
more of a technical or proce-
dural adjustment rather than a
major political declaration.
Functionaries who are cau-
tious about drawing far-reach-
ing conclusions argue that the
addition of the word Kazhag-
am is in tune with the prevail-
ing political environment in

Renaming by the OPS-led
camp has reignited
political speculation,
raising expectations of a
potential new party
launch soon.

Tamil Nadu. According to
them, the revised name could
be useful while engaging in
negotiations related to allianc-
es or seat-sharing arrange-
ments with other parties,
should the need arise. They
stress that the change does not
automatically translate into
the formation of a full-fledged
political party.

These leaders also under-
line the challenges involved
in launching and sustaining
an independent political or-
ganisation. Building a strong
party structure, mobilising
financial resources, and es-
tablishing a robust grassroots
presence across the state are
complex tasks that require
time and sustained effort. In
their view, the OPS camp
may be focusing on main-
taining political relevance
and bargaining power rather
than immediately announcing
a new party.

Despite these differing in-
terpretations, enthusiasm re-
mains high among a section
of OPS loyalists.

MP eliminates distinction
between permanent and
temporary govt employees

BHOPAL

In a significant decision of
reform for state government
workforce, the Madhya
Pradesh cabinet, chaired by
Chief Minister Dr Mohan Ya-
dav, has abolished the distinc-
tion between permanent and
temporary employees, simpli-
fying employee classifications
from ten categories,
including regular, con- =
tractual, outsourced,
and part-time, to just
five, said Rajendra
Shukla, deputy chief
minister after cabinet meeting
on Tuesday. This move ad-
dresses long-standing issues
related to retirement benefits,
probation periods, and job se-
curity disparities that affected
thousands of workers across
departments, he said.

Previously, the multi-tier
system created inequalities in
perks, promotions, and social
security, often leaving con-
tractual and temporary staff
vulnerable.

The streamlined categories
aim to provide uniform relief,
enhance administrative effi-
ciency, and ensure equitable
treatment for all employees,

the deputy chief minister said.

The cabinet also approved a
Rs 1,782 crore special reha-
bilitation package for families
displaced by the Upper Nar-
mada, Raghavpur, and Basa-
nia multipurpose projects in
Anuppur, Mandla, and Din-
dori districts.

These initiatives, with a
total cost of Rs 5,512 crore,
will irrigate about
71,967 hectares and
generate 125 MW of
electricity, boosting
agriculture and power
supply.

In another eco-friendly de-
cision, the government sanc-
tioned Rs 48 crore to establish
six 'Van Vigyan Kendras (For-
est Science Centres)' in the
first phase from 2025-26 to
2029-30, modelled after Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendras.

These centres will promote
forestry extension, agroforest-
ry, and income generation
from non-forest areas, with
NGOs allowed to set them up
under Forest Department over-
sight. The deputy chief minis-
ter clarified that initially there
will be six such centres, and
later they will be augmented
further according to need.

Opposition MPs Protest in Parliament Against VB-G
RAM G Bill, Accuse Govt of Insulting Mahatma Gandhi

NEW DELHI

Several opposition Members
of Parliament staged a protest
within the Parliament House
complex on Tuesday, turning
the spotlight on the conten-
tious VB-G RAM G Bill,
which has emerged as a fresh
flashpoint between the gov-
ernment and the Opposition.
The protesting MPs accused
the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) gov-
ernment of insulting Mahatma
Gandhi and demanded the
immediate withdrawal of the
proposed legislation.

The protest took place
shortly after the government
introduced the bill in the Lok
Sabha, seeking to replace the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee

S ot e Al

Act (MGNREGA), 2005. Op-
position leaders described the
move as an attack on one of
the most significant social
welfare legislations aimed at
providing guaranteed employ-

ment to rural households
across the country.

Senior Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, DMK leader T.R. Baa-
lu, and Revolutionary Social-
ist Party MP N.K. Premchan-
dran were among those who
gathered near the Mahatma
Gandhi statue in the Parlia-
ment House complex. The
leaders raised slogans con-
demning the government, in-
cluding Gandhi ji ka ye ap-
maan nahi sahega Hindustan,
asserting that the country
would not tolerate what they

termed an insult to the Father
of the Nation.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
strongly criticised the govern-
ment, alleging that the pro-
posed bill was a deliberate at-
tempt to dismantle the rural
employment guarantee frame-
work established under the
United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government. She said
MGNREGA has been a life-
line for millions of rural fami-
lies, especially during times of
economic distress, and ac-
cused the NDA government of
trying to finish off the scheme
under the guise of reform.
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Madhya Pradesh CM Transfers Rs 160 Crore
to Over 7,200 Sambal Yojana Beneficiaries

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav transferred Rs 160 crore to Sambal beneficiaries, reinforcing
Madhya Pradesh’s strong commitment to workers’ welfare.

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav on Tues-
day transferred Rs 160 crore
with a single click to 7,227
beneficiaries under the Sam-
bal Yojana, providing crucial
ex gratia assistance in cases
of death and disability. The
amount was directly credited
to the bank accounts of eligi-
ble beneficiaries under Sam-
bal 2.0, reflecting the state
government’s emphasis on
transparency and timely de-
livery of welfare benefits.
Addressing the programme

from Bhopal, the Chief Min-
ister said the government was
firmly committed to ensuring
that every eligible individual
or family affected by unfore-
seen circumstances receives
support without delay. He un-
derlined the vital role played
by workers in the develop-
ment of both the state and the
nation. When workers meet
with accidents, suffer serious
injuries or lose their lives, it
causes immense pain to their
families. The government rec-
ognises their contribution and
stands firmly with them
through the Sambal scheme,

Yadav said.

The Sambal Yojana is a
flagship welfare initiative
aimed at supporting workers
in the unorganised sector
across Madhya Pradesh. Since
its inception, more than 1.82

lakh workers have been regis-
tered under the scheme, mak-
ing it one of the most compre-
hensive social security pro-
grammes for informal sector
workers in the state. Under its
provisions, the government

provides Rs 4 lakh as com-
pensation in case of acciden-
tal death and Rs 2 lakh in the
event of natural death. For
permanent disability, benefi-
ciaries receive ex gratia assis-
tance of Rs 2 lakh, while Rs 1
lakh is granted for partial per-
manent disability.

In addition to death and
disability benefits, the
scheme offers Rs 5,000 to-
wards funeral expenses and
Rs 16,000 as maternity assis-
tance for women workers,
further strengthening the so-
cial safety net for vulnerable
families.

Thirty-Four Maoist Cadres

Surrender in Bijapur,
Marking Major Boost to
Anti-Naxal Operations

RAIPUR

In a significant breakthrough
for anti-Naxal operations in
Chhattisgarh, as many as 34
Maoist cadres, including sev-
en women, surrendered before
senior police and Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
officials in Bijapur district on
Tuesday. The surrendered
cadres were carrying a cumu-
lative bounty of Rs 84 lakh,
officials said, terming the de-
velopment a major success in
the state’s ongoing campaign
against left-wing extremism.

The surrendered Maoists
are primarily associated with
the South Sub-Zonal Bureau
and also include members
linked to key Maoist forma-
tions such as the Dandakara-
nya Special Zonal Committee
(DKSZC), the Telangana
State Committee, and the
Andhra-Odisha Border
(AOB) Division. Security of-
ficials said the presence of
cadres from multiple commit-
tees reflects the weakening
organisational structure of
Maoist groups operating in
the region.

Among those who laid
down arms were several se-
nior operatives, including a
Divisional Committee Mem-
ber (DVCM) of the Keralapal

Area Committee, who carried
a bounty of Rs 8 lakh. The
group also comprised mem-
bers of the People’s Libera-
tion Guerrilla Army (PLGA),
Area Committee Members
(ACMs), platoon leaders, mi-
litia commanders, and of-
fice-bearers of frontal organi-
sations such as the Danda-
karanya Adivasi Kisan Maz-
door Sangh (DAKMS) and
the Chaitanya Natya Manch
(CNM).

Police officials said the
cadres cited growing disillu-
sionment with Maoist ideolo-
gy and internal exploitation as
reasons for surrendering.
They pledged allegiance to
the Indian Constitution and
expressed a desire to lead
peaceful lives within the
mainstream of society. As part
of the state’s rehabilitation
policy, each surrendered cadre
was provided an immediate
incentive of Rs 50,000 and
assured further assistance for
rehabilitation, skill develop-
ment, and livelihood support.
The surrender was facilitated
by sustained joint operations
and outreach efforts by the
District Reserve Guard
(DRG), Bastar Fighters, Spe-
cial Task Force (STF),
CoBRA units, and CRPF
battalions.

REVANTH-SONIA-TELANGANA-VISION

Vibrant Gujarat conference in Veraval signed major investment MoUs,
strengthening industrial growth and employment prospects in Gir Somnath.

Vibrant 'Guj arat Conference in
Veraval secures Rs 270 crore MoUs

AHMEDABAD

As part of the Gujarat govern-
ment’s efforts to realise the
vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047, a district-level
Vibrant Gujarat Regional
Conference (VGRC) was or-
ganised at Asopalav Lawns in
Veraval, located in Gir Som-
nath district. The event was
held as a flagship programme
under the broader Kutch—Sau-
rashtra Regional Conference
and aimed at strengthening
regional investment opportu-
nities and accelerating inclu-
sive economic development.

The conference witnessed
the signing of Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) worth
more than Rs 270 crore with
various industrial units. These
agreements reaffirmed inves-
tors’ confidence in Gir Som-
nath district and their commit-
ment to enhancing industrial
development, infrastructure
creation, and employment
generation in the region. Offi-
cials stated that the invest-
ments are expected to create
new job opportunities and
stimulate allied sectors in the
coming years.

Addressing the gathering,
District Panchayat President

P

Manjula Muchhar highlighted
the evolution of the Vibrant
Gujarat initiative. She said the
summit, envisioned by then
Chief Minister and current
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has grown from a seed
into a banyan tree, transform-
ing into a globally recognised
investment platform. She not-
ed that Vibrant Gujarat has
played a pivotal role in show-
casing the state’s industrial
potential and attracting both
domestic and international in-
vestors over the past two
decades.

Emphasising the district’s
unique strengths, Muchhar
said that under the ‘One Dis-
trict, One Product” (ODOP)
initiative, fish and Kesar man-
go have been identified as Gir

Somnath’s key products. She
added that the district has
around 120 industrial units
already operational in Ver-
aval, reflecting a steadily ex-
panding industrial base. Be-
yond industry, Gir Somnath
holds immense potential in
agriculture, coconut cultiva-
tion, fisheries, and allied sec-
tors, supported by favourable
natural resources.

Muchhar also underlined
the district’s strong spiritual
and cultural identity, pointing
to its significance as a major
pilgrimage destination. She
said that the combination of
industrial growth, agricultural
strength, and tourism poten-
tial makes Gir Somnath a
promising hub for balanced
and sustainable development.

Over 44,000 Voters
Excluded from
Bhabanipur Draft
Electoral Roll

KOLKATA

The draft voters’ list pub-
lished on Tuesday in West
Bengal has revealed that a to-
tal of 44,770 voters have been
excluded from the Bhabani-
pur Assembly constituency in
south Kolkata, where Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee is
the elected legislator. The ex-
clusions are based on a com-
parison with the previous vot-
ers’ list prepared in October
2025, according to officials
familiar with the data.
Bhabanipur has drawn par-
ticular attention as it is a po-
litically significant constitu-
ency represented by the Chief
Minister herself. Among the
excluded voters, booth num-
ber 260 has emerged as a fo-
cal point, as it is the polling
booth where both Mamata
Banerjee and Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) General Secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee cast
their votes. From this booth
alone, 127 voters have been
removed from the draft list.
Officials clarified that of
these 127 excluded voters, 13
were deceased, while the re-
maining names were removed
on grounds such as relocation,
untraceability, duplication, or
other eligibility-related rea-
sons deemed suitable for ex-
clusion under election norms.
Election authorities maintain
that such revisions are part of
the routine electoral roll up-

Revised draft electoral
rolls in Bhabanipur reveal
large-scale voter
exclusions, intensifying
political debate ahead of
West Bengal elections.

dating process.

Bhabanipur holds added
political significance due to
its electoral history. In the
2021 West Bengal Assembly
elections, Mamata Banerjee
contested from Nandigram
but was defeated by BJP lead-
er Suvendu Adhikari by a
margin of just under 2,000
votes. Subsequently, she re-
turned to the Assembly by
winning the Bhabanipur
by-election, enabling her to
retain the Chief Minister’s
post for a third consecutive
term.

The constituency is also one
of the seven Assembly seg-
ments under the Kolkata (Dak-
shin) Lok Sabha seat. During
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
although TMC candidate Mala
Roy won from Kolkata (Dak-
shin) for the second time.

BJP Working President Nitin
Nabin resigns from Bihar cabinet

PATNA

Newly appointed Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National Work-
ing President Nitin Nabin resigned from his ministerial posts in
the Bihar government on Tuesday, stepping down from the
Road Construction and Urban Development ministries that he
had been handling under Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. His res-
ignation was submitted to the Chief Minister for approval and,
after consent, will be formally accepted by Bihar Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan. The move follows the BJP’s “one person,
one post” policy after his elevation to the national leadership
role on December 14, 2025. Nitin Nabin, a five-time MLA from
the Bankipur Assembly constituency in Patna, officially as-
sumed charge of his new responsibilities in New Delhi. With
his departure from the state cabinet, the Road Construction and
Urban Development portfolios are expected to be reassigned to
other BJP legislators. His political career spans legislative and
organisational roles within the party, reflecting his long-stand-
ing involvement in both governance and BJP’s youth and or-

ganisational structures.

NIA arrests final offender,

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has nabbed the
last of the six absconding pro-
claimed offenders (POs) and
also arrested one more har-
bourer in the Ramalingam
murder case, the agency said
on Tuesday.

Mohammed Ali Jinnah of

Thanjavur district of Tamil
Nadu was declared a PO and
also carried a reward of Rs. 5
lakh for his arrest since Ra-
malingam was hacked to
death in Thanjavur (TN) on
February 5 2019, allegedly by
members of the banned Pop-
ular Front of India (PFI).
NIA investigations have re-
vealed the role of Jinnah, a

accomplice in 2019 Ramalingam killing

former district president of
PFI, Thanjavur district, in
conspiring, supervising and
coordinating with other ac-
cused in the brutal killing, the
agency said in its press note.
The agency, which caught
Jinnah on the basis of infor-
mation received from the ATS
unit of the Tamil Nadu police
on Tuesday, also arrested As-

math, who had harboured the
POs in the case for the past
several years.

Just five days ago, NIA had
arrested two more absconding
POs and three other harbour-
ers in the case RC-06/2019/
NIA/DLI.

The agency, which had tak-
en over the probe from Thiru-
vidaimaruthur police on

March 7, 2019 and filed the
chargesheet in August 2019, is
continuing to investigate the
conspiracy behind the murder.

Earlier in August, the NIA
searched nine locations in
Tamil Nadu and arrested
Imthathullah, proprietor of
Ambur Biryani Hotels in Ko-
daikanal, from Dindigul
district.

Revanth Reddy Meets Sonia Gandhi, Presents
Telangana Rising 2047 Vision Document

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
met Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi in New Delhi and for-
mally presented her with the
Telangana Rising 2047 Vision
Document. The meeting fo-
cused on the state govern-
ment’s performance over the
past two years, its ongoing
welfare initiatives, and its
long-term roadmap for eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment, according to an official
statement issued by the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO).
During the interaction, Re-
vanth Reddy briefed Sonia
Gandhi on the key welfare
schemes implemented by the
Congress-led government
since assuming office. He also
highlighted measures being
undertaken to strengthen in-
frastructure, boost employ-
ment, attract investments, and
ensure inclusive growth

across urban, peri-urban, and
rural regions of the state. The
Chief Minister outlined future
plans aligned with the Telan-
gana Rising 2047 Vision,
which aims to position the
state as a major economic and
development hub in the com-
ing decades.

Sonia Gandhi appreciated

the performance of the Telan-
gana government and lauded
Revanth Reddy’s vision for
the state’s future. She extend-
ed her best wishes to the
Chief Minister and expressed
confidence that he would lead
Telangana on a progressive
path in line with the goals set
out in the Vision Document.

Emphasising the importance
of balanced and inclusive de-
velopment, she conveyed
hope that the state would
emerge as a model for sus-
tainable growth.

The Telangana Rising 2047
Vision Document, unveiled at
the concluding session of the
Telangana Rising Global
Summit, sets an ambitious
target of transforming Telan-
gana into a $3 trillion econo-
my by 2047. As an interim
milestone, the state aims to
achieve a $1 trillion economy
by 2034. The document lays
out a comprehensive roadmap
to achieve these targets
through structural reforms,
sectoral growth strategies, and
region-specific planning.

A key feature of the vision
is the division of the state into
three sector-focused zones:
CURE (Core Urban Region
Economy), PURE (Peri Urban
Region Economy), and
RARE (Rural Agri Region
Economy).

J&K L-G Sinha inaugurates 108-ft National

JAMMU

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor (L-G) Manoj
Sinha, on Tuesday, inaugurat-
ed a 108-feet National Flag
mast on Vijay Diwas at
Kachrial in Akhnoor area of
Jammu district, Defence Min-
istry officials said.

Defence Ministry Spokes-
person, Licutenant Colonel
Suneel Bartwal in a statement
said, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha inaugurated
108-Feet National Flag Mast
at Kachrial in Akhnoor on Vi-
jay Diwas.

In a solemn and inspiring
ceremony marking the obser-
vance of Vijay Diwas, the
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha today inaugurated a
towering 108-feet National
Flag Mast at Kachrial in
Akhnoor.

The majestic Tricolour has
been dedicated to the heroes
of the historic Battle of Ch-
hamb and serves as a symbol-
ic remembrance of the ex-
traordinary valour and su-
preme sacrifices exhibited by

AP,

NI .

the Indian Armed Forces
during the 1965 and 1971
wars, the Defence Ministry
Spokesperson added.

The region of Chhamb was
a pivotal and crucial battle-
ground in both India-Pakistan
wars of 1965 and 1971 which
was marked by fierce and un-
relenting fighting by Indian
Army.

Facing overwhelming ene-
my strength, Indian soldiers
against daunting odds and in
the face of relentless assaults
displayed exemplary courage
by offering stubborn resistance
in the battered landscape de-
spite suffering heavy losses.

The intensity and ferocity
of operations in the region of
Chhamb during both 1965
and 1971 wars has been given

Flag mast on Vijay Diwas in Akhnoor

4
Ao T .

a special mention in annals of
Indian military history, the
Defence Ministry Spokesper-
son said.

The inauguration ceremony
witnessed the presence of se-
nior military and civil offi-
cials, war veterans, Veer Na-
ris, students and local resi-
dents, who gathered to honour
the fallen heroes.

The momentous event in-
cluded hoisting of the Nation-
al Flag, National Anthem,
patriotic renditions and cul-
tural program which included
display of traditional Khukuri
Martial Arts by Gorkha Regi-
ment to commemorate the
supreme sacrifices by those
who laid down their life in
line of duty, the Defence Min-
istry Spokesperson added.
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New Zealand food
inflation slows to
4.4 per cent

Wellington
New Zealand’s food pric-
esrose 4.4 per cent in the
year to November 2025,
following a 4.7 per cent
increase in the 12 months
to October 2025, Stats
NZ reported Tuesday.
Higher grocery prices, up
4.6 per cent, drove the
annual rise, followed by
meat, poultry, and fish,
which climbed 7.7 per
cent annually, said the
Statistics Department.
The average price of a
two-litre bottle of milk
rose 15.8 per cent annu-
ally, while sirloin beef
steak surged 26.7 per
cent, and white loaf
bread jumped 53.2 per
cent annually, it said.

Rights body slams
Bangladeshi
journalist’s arrest

Paris
A leading international hu-
man rights organisation
strongly condemned the
Muhammad Yunus-led in-
terim government for
adopting an authoritarian
and fascistic path in Bang-
ladesh, accusing it of sup-
pressing freedom of ex-
pression instead of pro-
tecting it. The criticism
came after senior Bangla-
deshijournalist Anis
Alamgir was reportedly
taken into custody by the
Detective Branch (DB) of
the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) without
specific charges and sub-
sequently arrested under
the country’s Anti-Terror-
ism Act. In its statement,
Justice Makers Bangladesh
in France (JMBF) stated
that the arrest of Alamgir
under the harsh and con-
troversial Anti-Terrorism
Act solely for criticising the
Yunus-led interim.

Ethiopia’s reforms
make attractive
investment destination

Addis Ababa
India’s Ambassador to
Ethiopia, Anil Kumar Rai,
highlighted the significance
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit, stating that it
comes at a time when the
African nation is witnessing
an economic transforma-
tion, making it an attractive
investment destination. On
Tuesday, Rai said, This visit
is taking place at a time
when Ethiopia has over-
come many economic
challenges and imple-
mented very liberalised
policies. All this has been
possible because of the
rigorous homegrown eco-
nomic reforms implement-
ed under the able guidance
of Abiy Ahmed, the Prime
Minister of Ethiopia.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Modi Jordan Crown Prince
highlight civilisational ties

PM Narendra Modi’s Jordan visit highlighted cultural diplomacy, economic
cooperation and historic ties through high-level engagements bilaterally

AMMAN

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Jordan wit-
nessed a symbolic and cultur-
ally significant moment on
Tuesday when Crown Prince
Al Hussein Bin Abdullah II
personally drove him to the
Jordan Museum in Amman.
The gesture underscored the
warmth of bilateral relations
and reflected the strong per-
sonal rapport between the
leadership of the two nations.
At the museum, Princess Su-
maya bint El Hassan, Vice-
Chair of the Jordan Museum,
provided a special guided tour
to the two leaders, showcas-
ing Jordan’s rich historical
and archaeological heritage.
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) highlighted
the visit as an exploration of
ancient civilisational links
between India and Jordan. In
a post on X, the MEA
spokesperson noted that the

TP
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visit reflected centuries-old
connections and shared cul-
tural values between the two
nations. The Crown Prince,
who is a 42nd-generation di-
rect descendant of Prophet
Mohammad, played a key
role in hosting Prime Minis-
ter Modi during the cultural
engagement.

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Modi addressed the
India-Jordan Business Forum
in Amman, where he outlined
key areas for enhancing trade,
business and investment co-
operation. Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah IT and Crown Prince Al
Hussein Bin Abdullah II were
also present at the forum, un-

derlining the importance Jor-
dan attaches to its economic
partnership with India. The
Prime Minister emphasised
opportunities in sectors such
as renewable energy, digital
infrastructure, water manage-
ment and technology-driven
services.

During bilateral discus-
sions at the Al Husseiniya
Palace, Prime Minister Modi
proposed increasing In-
dia-Jordan bilateral trade to
USD 5 billion. He also called
for collaboration between
Jordan’s digital payment eco-
system and India’s Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),
highlighting India’s experi-
ence in building scalable dig-
ital public infrastructure. The
visit resulted in the finalisa-
tion of several Memoran-
dums of Understanding
across diverse fields includ-
ing culture, renewable ener-
gy, water management and
digital public infrastructure.

India Jordan discuss
civil nuclear energy
cooperation

AMMAN

India and Jordan on Tuesday
held a general discussion on
the possibility of using nucle-
ar energy as a clean form of
power, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) said, high-
lighting a potential new area
of cooperation between the
two countries. The discussion
took place during Prime Min-
ister Narendra Mo-
di’s ongoing visit to
Jordan, which marks
his first full-fledged
bilateral visit to the
West Asian nation.
Addressing a spe-
cial media briefing
on the visit, Secre-

tary (South) in the MEA, Nee-

na Malhotra, said both sides
acknowledged that civil nucle-
ar energy is increasingly being
viewed as a clean and viable
source of power, particularly
in the context of global climate
change concerns. She clarified
that while there were no spe-
cific agreements or detailed
plans finalised, the two coun-
tries broadly exchanged views

India and Jordan

explored nuclear energy
cooperation during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

visit, focusing on clean

energy prospects.

on the subject. Civil nuclear
energy is supposed to be now-
adays a very, very clean ener-
gy, and there were general
discussions with the
Jordanian side on
the possibility of the
use of nuclear ener-
gy as a clean form of
energy, Malhotra
said. She added that
| both India and Jor-

“*“ dan are of the opin-
ion that nuclear energy can
play an important role as na-
tions search for sustainable
solutions to meet growing en-
ergy demands while address-
ing climate challenges.

Prime Minister Modi met
King Abdullah II of Jordan at
the Al Husseiniya Palace in
Amman, where a wide range
of bilateral issues were dis-
cussed.

Sri Lanka reopens most
schools after Cyclone
Ditwah nat10nw1de

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka on Tuesday re-
opened the majority of gov-
ernment and government-ap-
proved private schools across
the country following tempo-
rary closures caused by Cy-
clone Ditwah, according to
senior officials from the Min-
istry of Education. The move
marks a significant step in
restoring normalcy after se-
vere weather disrupted daily
life, particularly in

several central re- Sri
Lanka

reopened most
schools after Cy-
clone Ditwah, while
authorities announced
transport relief and
broader recovery
measures

gions of the is-
land nation.
Ministry of
Education Sec-
retary Nalaka
Kaluwewa said
that 9,929 out of
a total 10,076
schools have re-
sumed operations.
However, 147 schools re-
main closed due to prevailing
emergency conditions in areas
that were most affected by the
cyclone. These schools are
located in the Uva, Central
and North Western provinces,
where heavy rains, flooding
and landslides caused wide-
spread disruption. Authorities
stated that schools in these
regions will reopen only after
safety conditions improve.
To ease the burden on stu-
dents and families affected by
the disaster, the government
has announced free transport
services for schoolchildren
for the remainder of the year.
The Sri Lanka Transport

Board and the Sri Lanka Rail-
way Department will jointly
provide these services, ensur-
ing uninterrupted access to
education for students travel-
ling from disaster-hit areas.
In a significant aca-
demic decision, the
Ministry of Edu-
cation has also
prohibited third-
term examina-
tions for stu-
dents in Classes
6 to 10 for the
2025 academic
year. Officials said
the move was taken to
reduce stress on students
whose studies were disrupted
by the cyclone and related
emergencies. The second
phase of the third school term
had originally been scheduled
to begin on December 8.
However, authorities post-
poned the reopening of
schools as Cyclone Ditwah
caused extensive damage and
created safety concerns across
several provinces.

Beyond the education sec-
tor, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has begun implementing
broader recovery measures,
particularly to revive tourism,
a key pillar of the country’s
economy.

Sydney Mourns Victims of Bondi Beach
Terror Attack Targetmg Jewish Community

SYDNEY

Sydney residents came togeth-
er in grief and solidarity, lay-
ing flowers and lighting can-
dles in memory of those killed
in a terror attack that targeted
the Jewish community at the
city’s iconic Bondi Beach. The
attack occurred on Sunday
evening as people gathered to
celebrate the first night of Ha-
nukkah, turning a peaceful re-
ligious observance into a scene
of chaos and tragedy.
According to authorities,
around 1,000 people were as-
sembled on a grassy area at
Archer Park near Bondi Beach
when two gunmen opened fire
at approximately 6:47 p.m. lo-
cal time. Witnesses described
scenes of panic as families and
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children fled in all directions
to escape the gunfire. Emer-
gency services rushed to the
scene, while police cordoned
off the area and launched a
large-scale security operation.

Australian police later iden-
tified the suspects as a father
and son — 50-year-old Sajid
Akram and his 24-year-old
son, Naveed Akram. Both

were linked to the deadly
shooting, which officials have
described as an act of terror-
ism. The attackers were taken
into custody following the
incident, and investigations
are continuing into their back-
ground and possible connec-
tions. Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese said the shooting
appeared to have been in-

spired by extremist Islamic
State ideology. He con-
demned the attack in the
strongest terms, calling it an
assault on Australia’s values
of tolerance, multiculturalism
and religious freedom. An at-
tack on one community is an
attack on all Australians, he
said in a statement.

Authorities revealed that
investigators are examining a
recent trip made by the sus-
pects to a region of the Phil-
ippines known for Islamist
militancy. Police also con-
firmed that two homemade
ISIS flags were found inside
a vehicle registered to the
younger suspect, strengthen-
ing concerns about ideologi-
cal radicalisation and interna-
tional extremist links.

Pak firm to eradicate
terrorism: PM Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday said
that the nation would always
stand united, firm
and unwavering in
its resolve to eradi-
cate the scourge of
terrorism.

He made the state-
ment through a post
on his X handle in
connection with the
anniversary of the attack on
the Army Public School in
Peshawar on December 16,
2014. The attack claimed

about 150 lives, mostly stu-
dents. "Today, we pay tribute
to the victims of the Army
Public School Peshawar inci-
dent, who sacrificed their pre-
cious lives for the
future of our beloved
homeland. The sacri-
fice of these inno-
cent children and
teachers is forever
etched in our nation-
al conscience,” he
said.

He added that the incident
serves as a constant reminder
of “our shared responsibility
to defeat terrorism”.

Poland detains student over alleged terror plot

WARSAW

brzynski, spokesperson for
Poland’s special services, the
suspect has been identified as
Mateusz W., a student at the
Catholic University of Lublin.
Investigators believe the stu-
dent intended to carry out an
attack using explosives and
had also planned to establish
links with a terrorist organisa-
tion. The aim of the crime was

to intimidate many people and
support Islamic State, Do-
brzynski said in a post on so-
cial media platform X. He
added that during the investi-
gation, officers of Poland’s
Internal Security Agency
seized electronic data carriers
and items related to Islam,
which are now being analysed
as part of the ongoing probe.

CHILE-RIGHTWARD-SHIFT

Plan to build church for war dead
in city park sparks rare protest

LONDON

Plans to build a church in
honour of Russia's war dead
in a riverside park in the
southern city of Krasnodar
have sparked a rare protest by
local people, who publicly
appealed to President Vladi-
mir Putin to prevent it from
going ahead. Video posted
online showed a resident
reading the appeal to a large
crowd, who chanted their ap-
proval. The message urged
Putin to preserve the park in
the Yubileiny district, next to
the Kuban river, as a green
space for their children and
grandchildren to enjoy.

We are not against religion.
We are in favour of the law, it
said. The authorities are not
listening to us. We are forced
to shout. Yubileiny is against
this development.

It was not clear when the
public meeting took place.
Protests of any kind are rare
in Russia, which has intensi-
fied a clampdown on virtually
all forms of dissent since the
invasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022. Authorities have

said the planned church will
be dedicated to the heroes of
the special military operation,
the term by which the Krem-
lin refers to the war. But the
war link was not the focus of
people's objections.

Alexander Safronov, a
Communist member of the
local parliament, said: Resi-
dents are not opposed to the
church in principle, but they
do not want the embankment
to be developed.

Spas, a conservative reli-
gious TV channel, has said
Krasnodar needs more
churches and has attacked the
opponents of the project as
raving Communists. Safronov
said the channel had poured
lies and filth on the protesters,
but this had only increased
their number.

The issue sparked lively
discussion in a Krasnodar
chatroom on Russian social
network VK, with some resi-
dents complaining that there
were more than enough
churches in the city already.
Prayers alone won't fix what
is happening in this country,
one person posted.

Jose Antonio Kast wins Chile presidential runoff
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4 6 5 2 Chile has elected conservative

hardliner Jose Antonio Kast as

its new president, marking the

5 5 . country’s sharpest political

Fill a 9x9 grid with shift to the right since the end

of military dictatorship in
1990. Kast secured a decisive
victory in presidential runoff,
winning 58.30 per cent of the
vote against leftist candidate
Jeannette Jara, who received
41.70 per cent, with over 95
per cent of ballots counted.
Conceding defeat, Jara ac-

knowledged the voters’ verdict
and stressed respect for demo-
cratic processes. Democracy
has spoken loud and clear, she
said, adding that she had per-
sonally contacted Kast to con-
gratulate him and wish him
success for the good of Chile.
Her remarks aimed to under-
line political stability follow-
ing a polarising campaign.
Kast’s victory was driven
largely by public anxiety over
rising crime rates and increas-
ing migration, issues that dom-
inated the election discourse.

Throughout his decades-long
political career, Kast has main-
tained a firm right-wing
stance, advocating strict law-

and-order measures. His pro-
posals include building border
walls, deploying the military
in high-crime areas, and de-
porting migrants living in
Chile illegally. These posi-
tions, once viewed by many
voters as extreme, have gained
traction amid growing security
concerns. This was Kast’s
third attempt at winning the
presidency and his second ap-
pearance in a runoff election.
He previously lost to leftist
President Gabriel Boric in
2021. However, changing pub-

lic sentiment, particularly frus-
tration over crime, immigra-
tion and economic uncertainty,
helped Kast broaden his ap-
peal beyond his traditional
conservative base.

Supporters gathered at
Kast’s campaign headquarters
in Santiago on Sunday evening
to celebrate the win, waving
Chilean flags and chanting slo-
gans. Some supporters wore
red caps bearing the slogan
Make Chile Great Again,
echoing populist imagery seen
in other countries.
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Google invests
heavily inIndia’s
Al growth

New Delhi
Google announced major
funding and collabora-
tions to boost artificial in-
telligence in India. The
tech giant pledged USD 8
million to Al Centers of
Excellence focusing on
health, agriculture, educa-
tion, and sustainable cit-
ies. Additionally, USD
4,00,000 will support In-
dia’s health foundation
model development.
Google is also providing
USD 50,000 each to
startups Gnani.Al, CoRov-
er.Al,and BharatGen to
build Al models for Indic
languages. Wadhwani Al
will receive USD 4.5 mil-
lion to develop multilin-
gual Al applications for
health and agriculture.
Google’s move strength-
ens Al innovation across
sectors, aiming to im-
prove technology access
and solutions nationwide.

Adani Power
rated ‘buy’ with
Rs 187 target

New Delhi
Antique Stock Broking
has given Adani Power

Limited a ‘Buy’ rating, set-
ting a target price of Rs
187 per share, nearly 30%
above its current trading
price of Rs 144. The bro-
kerage highlighted strong
earnings potential, large
capacity expansion plans,
and improving balance
sheet strength. Adani
Power aims to grow its in-
stalled capacity from
1815 GWinFY25t0 419
GW by FY33, becoming
India’s most efficient pri-
vate baseload power pro-
ducer. With long-term
agreements covering
90% of operations and a
rising power demand driv-
en by EVs, Al, and manu-
facturing, the company’s
revenue and profit are ex-
pected to grow steadily.

South Korea
construction sales
drop first time

Seoul
South Korean construc-
tion companies saw their
sales fall for the first time
in four years in 2024, gov-
ernment data revealed on
Tuesday. Combined sales
totaled 4877 trillion won
($331.7 billion), down
3.8% from 2023. Domes-
tic sales dropped 5.6% to
439 3 trillion won, while
overseas sales rose 17.1%
to 48.4 trillion won. The
workforce fell 2.8% to
1.76 million, and industry
added value declined
5.2% to 143.2 trillion won.
Rising construction and
financing costs, along
with unsold housing risks,
contributed to the slump.
Despite this, domestic
consumption is improv-
ing, supporting gradual
economic recovery, ac-
cording to the Korea De-
velopment Institute.
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Indiainflation expected
tostay low FY27

November CPI inflation was 0.7% YoY, 0.4% MoM;
excluding gold, deflation -0.1%; mixed food price changes

NEW DELHI

India’s inflation is expected
to remain low in FY27,
thanks to well-stocked gra-
naries, low oil prices, and
long-term factors helping to
keep price pressures under
control, according to a new
HSBC Global Investment
Research report.

The report noted that the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
is unlikely to cut the repo rate
further unless economic
growth weakens. “We do not
forecast more RBI rate cuts,
but the risks, if any, are of
more easing if growth disap-
points,” the report said.

November’s Consumer
Price Index (CPI) inflation
stood at 0.7% year-on-year, in
line with market expectations.
On a month-on-month basis,
prices rose 0.4%, while ex-
cluding gold, headline CPI
recorded deflation at -0.1%.
Food prices fell for the third
consecutive month, though
vegetable and protein items
like eggs, meat, and fish saw
modest increases.

Gold prices, which account

for 1.1% of the CPI basket,
rose 59% in November, push—
ing core inflation higher. Core
inflation, excluding food, en-
ergy, housing, and gold, de-
clined from 3.2% in the third
quarter to 2.5% in November.

Goods inflation remained
benign following a sharp fall
in October. The report high-
lighted that strong cereal pro-
duction, ample grain stocks,
winter disinflation, low global
oil prices, and cheaper im-
ports from China will help
maintain soft price growth in

the near term.

The RBI has lowered its H1
FY27 inflation forecast from
4.5% to 4%, while HSBC
projects it at 3.5%. The report
suggested that if inflation re-
mains below the RBI’s esti-
mate, there could be room for
further monetary easing if
growth conditions require it.

Overall, the report signals a
stable inflation outlook, pro-
viding policymakers flexibil-
ity to support economic
growth while keeping prices
in check.

Investors cautious
ahead Of U.S. jobs data

SINGAPORE

Asian stock markets fell on
Tuesday as investors grew
cautious ahead of U.S. jobs
and inflation data, which
could signal the direction of
Federal Reserve policy next
year. The defensive mood also
hit risk assets like bitcoin,
which dropped to $86,018,
near a two-week low. Nasdaq
futures fell 0.8%, while Euro-
pean futures declined 0.5%.
Technology stocks led the
losses in Asia. South Korea’s
KOSPI dropped 1.8%, Tai-
wan’s benchmark index fell
0.8%, and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng tech index slid 2.7%.
MSCI’s broad Asia-Pacific
index, excluding Japan, was
down 1.45%, marking its low-
est level in three weeks.
Investors are closely watch-
ing the delayed U.S. employ-
ment reports for October and
November, and the inflation
report due Thursday. Some
data points will be missing
due to the government shut-
down, which prevented col-

lection. Analysts said any
surprises in jobs or inflation
could quickly affect markets,
especially technology and
long-duration growth stocks.

“The real risk is a hawkish
surprise. Hotter data could
push yields higher and weigh
on risk assets,” said Charu
Chanana, chief investment
strategist at Saxo.

This week, central bank de-
cisions in the U.K., Europe,
and Japan are also in focus.
The Bank of England is ex-
pected to cut rates, the Bank
of Japan may raise rates, and
the European Central Bank is
expected to keep them steady.

In commodities, oil prices
fell on expectations of a global
surplus in 2026. Brent crude
dropped 0.54% to $60.23 a
barrel, and U.S. West Texas
Intermediate was down 0.6%
at $56.48 a barrel. Gold prices
also dipped 0.6% to $4,275.41
per ounce. Markets remain
cautious as investors weigh
economic data, central bank
moves, and global uncertain-
ties heading into 2026.

India’s paints
market set to
soar $16.5B

NEW DELHI

India’s paints and coatings in-
dustry is on track to reach
$16.5 billion by 2030, growing
at a compound annual rate of
9.4 percent, according to a re-
port from Rubix Data Scienc-
es. The market was valued at
$9.6 billion in 2024 and is ex-
pected to rise sharply over the
next five years. The growth is
fueled by rapid urbanisation,
rising incomes, expanding
housing construction, and on-
going infrastructure develop-
ment. India’s automotive sec-
tor, the world’s third-largest, is
also driving demand for auto-
motive and industrial coatings,
with ambitions to become the
top global market in the next
five years. Government hous-
ing schemes like Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana — Urban
and Gramin are further boost-
ing the sector.

Elon Musk nears becoming world’s first trillionaire

NEW DELHI

Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon
Musk is moving closer to
making history as the world’s
first trillionaire, according to
latest reports. His net worth
has now crossed the $600 bil-
lion mark, making him the
first person to reach this mile-
stone. SpaceX is reportedly
preparing for a major share
sale, valuing the company at
$800 billion. This surge has
added about $168 billion to
Musk’s wealth, pushing it to

ELECTION IMPACTED ECONOMY

an estimated $677 billion. The
company plans an initial pub-
lic offering (IPO) next year,
which could value SpaceX at
around $1.5 trillion.

Musk also holds a 12 per-
cent stake in Tesla, currently
worth $197 billion.
In addition, his xAl
Holdings is report-
edly seeking new
funding at a valua-
tion of $230 billion.
Musk owns 53 per-
cent of xAl, valued at
$60 billion.

He first reached a $200 bil-
lion net worth in 2021 and has
steadily climbed since then,
hitting $300 billion later that
year, $400 billion in 2024, and
$500 billion in October.

Earlier this month, Musk
dismissed reports suggesting
SpaceX is raising $800 bil-

lion or receiving NASA
subsidies. He clarified that
the company has been
profitable for years and
occasionally conducts
stock buybacks for
liquidity.

ADB lowers Bangladesh growth forecast again

NEW DELHI

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has cut its growth
forecast for Bangladesh for
the second time this year, cit-
ing weak export performance
and stalled investments ahead
of national elections. The
lender now expects gross do-
mestic product (GDP) growth
in FY2025 26 to reach 4.7
percent, down from its Sep-
tember projection of 5 percent
and April’s forecast of 5.1
percent.

ADB noted that the lower
outlook reflects slow-
er-than-expected export earn-
ings and increased investment
uncertainty due to the nation-
al elections scheduled for
February. Exports grew only
0.62 percent between July and
November FY26, compared

to 11.76 percent during the
same period last year, accord-
ing to the Export Promotion
Bureau.

A major strike at Chatto-
gram Port in October, which
handles more than 90 percent
of Bangladesh’s trade, con-
tributed to the slowdown,

compounded by subdued
global demand. Private sector
credit growth also fell to 6.23
percent in October from 6.29
percent in September, mark-
ing the slowest pace in two
decades amid high borrowing
costs, political uncertainty,
and weak consumer demand.

The government has re-
vised its FY26 targets, lower-
ing export growth from 10
percent to 9 percent and GDP
growth by 50 basis points to 5
percent. Earlier, the IMF pro-
jected 4.9 percent growth for
the fiscal year, while the
World Bank forecasted 4.8
percent.

ADB also updated its re-
gional outlook, raising India’s
growth forecast and noting
improvements in the econom-
ic outlook for Pakistan and
Sri Lanka in 2025 and 2026.
Analysts warn that Bangla-
desh’s trade relations with
major economies have been
strained due to recent policy
missteps, although initial
agreements with the United
States offered some optimism,
tempered by cautious engage-
ment from China.
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HDFC Bank gets RBI nod for stake

NEW DELHI

HDFC Bank has received ap-
proval from the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to allow its
group entities to collectively
hold up to 9.5 percent stake in
IndusInd Bank. The approval,
granted through a letter dated
December 15, will remain
valid for one year, until De-
cember 14, 2026.

The RBI emphasized that
the combined holding of
HDFC Bank and its group
companies must not exceed
9.5 percent of IndusInd
Bank’s paid-up share capital
or voting rights at any time
during this period. This ap-
plies to the aggregate holding
of HDFC Bank and entities
where it acts as a promoter or
sponsor.

The group entities include
HDFC Mutual Fund, HDFC

The group includes HDFC
Mutual Fund, Life, ERGO
Insurance, Pension Fund,
and Securities; RBI rules
count shares held by the
bank, affiliates, mutual
funds, trustees, and
promoters

Life Insurance, HDFC
ERGO General Insur- y
ance, HDFC Pension
Fund Management,
and HDFC Securi-
ties. Under RBI regu-
lations, aggregate
holding covers shares
held by the bank itself,
companies under the same
management, mutual funds,
trustees, and other promoter
group entities.

HDFC Bank clarified that it
does not plan to invest direct-
ly in IndusInd Bank. Howev-

er, as combined investments
of its group companies were
approaching the earlier limit
of 5 percent, the bank sought
RBI approval to raise the per-
missible investment cap.

The application for this ap-
proval was submitted on Octo-
ber 24, 2025, in line with RBI
regulations for commercial

banks. HDFC Bank also
stated that the invest-
ments by its group

companies form part

of their regular busi-

ness activities and
7 comply with all regu-

latory requirements.

This approval allows
HDFC Bank’s group entities
to maintain strategic invest-
ments in IndusIind Bank while
ensuring adherence to regula-
tory limits, reflecting careful
planning in line with RBI’s
directions.

Hubs in 11 countries, including the US and
Germany, will secure terminal stakes; logistics
fund doubles to 2 trillion won

South Korea plans $3

SEOUL

The South Korean govern-
ment plans to invest at least
4.5 trillion won ($3.06 bil-
lion) to secure overseas logis-
tics hubs, supporting the ex-
port operations of domestic
companies, officials said on
Tuesday. The Ministry of
Oceans and Fisheries un-
veiled the plan during a meet-
ing on industrial competitive-
ness, highlighting the need for
stronger overseas logistics
infrastructure.

Currently, only 8.8 percent
of overseas logistics centres
operated by 15 major Korean
logistics firms are under Kore-
an ownership. In addition, Ko-
rean companies hold stakes in
just seven overseas container
terminals. To strengthen the
country’s logistics competi-
tiveness, the government aims
to expand its support for over-
seas logistics bases from nine
at present to 40 by 2030.

These hubs will be estab-
lished in 11 countries with
strong trade ties to Korea, in-
cluding the United States,
Canada, Mexico, Vietnam,
Indonesia, and Germany. The
government will collaborate
with shipping firms and mar-
itime authorities to secure

billion logistics 1nvestment

stakes in container terminals
and bulk terminals for strate-
gic cargo like energy and
grains. The logistics supply
chain investment fund will
also be doubled to 2 trillion

won.

Separately, the Finance
Ministry announced the cre-
ation of a 150 billion-won
fund to support Phase 3 clini-
cal trials of Korean biophar-
maceutical companies and
develop 110,000 professionals
for the biohealth sector by
2027. It will also expand
funding for Al-based cultural
content creation through a
430 billion-won initiative.

Finance Minister Koo
Yun-cheol noted that despite
challenges such as U.S. tariff
negotiations and slow domes-
tic demand, the Korean econ-
omy is recovering. He added
that the government would
now focus on accelerating
growth in 2026 by enhancing
the country’s potential eco-
nomic performance.

India sees strong
growth amid
rising exports

NEW DELHI

India’s private sector ended
2025 on a strong and resilient
note, with business activity
continuing to expand steadily,
according to the HSBC Flash
India PMI for December. The
report highlighted a year of
consistent economic growth,
driven by healthy domestic
demand and a notable rise in
export orders.

The HSBC Flash India
Composite Output Index stood
at 58.9 in December, well
above the 50-mark that sepa-
rates growth from contraction.
Although slightly lower than
November’s 59.7, the figure
still reflected sharp overall ex-
pansion across both manufac-
turing and services, placing
India among the top- perform-
ing major economies.

Business activity increased
in both sectors, though at a
marginally slower pace. Com-
panies said demand remained
favourable, helping new or-
ders stay firmly in expansion
territory despite easing
growth from earlier highs. A
major highlight was exports,
which rose at the fastest pace
in three months, supported by
fresh demand from markets
including Australia, Bangla-
desh, Canada, Germany, the
Middle East, Sri Lanka, the
UK, and the US. This reflect-
ed India’s growing presence
in global trade.

U.S. job growth shows 51gns of softening

WASHINGTON

The U.S. labor market
shows signs of gradual soft-
ening as economists expect
modest job gains in Novem-
ber following a sharp de-
cline in October, delayed by
the government shutdown.
The Labor Department will
release the November em-
ployment report and a par-
tial update for October on
Tuesday, although key met-
rics for October, including
the unemployment rate, will
not be available.

Nonfarm payrolls are
forecast to have increased
by 50,000 jobs in Novem-
ber, reflecting a rebound af-
ter October’s expected de-
cline due to federal govern-
ment cost-cutting. Analysts
attribute slower hiring to the
impact of sweeping import
tariffs, which have raised
prices and reduced consum-

er spending among lower-
and middle-income house-
holds.

Experts emphasize that
this is not a recession-like
scenario with widespread
layoffs. “Corporations are
pausing hiring rather than
firing employees,” said Bri-
an Bethune, economics pro-
fessor at Boston College.
October’s decline is largely
linked to over 150,000 fed-
eral employees leaving
through deferred buyouts,
most of whom retired or
found other jobs.

Job gains in November
were likely concentrated in
healthcare, social assistance,
leisure, and hospitality,

while professional services,
transportation, retail, manu-
facturing, and wholesale
trade probably shed jobs.
Weakening labor demand is
expected to keep wage
growth in check, with aver-
age hourly earnings estimat-
ed to have risen 3.6% year-
on-year in November,
slightly down from 3.8% in
September.

The unemployment rate is
projected at 4.4% in No-
vember, though some esti-
mates suggest it could be
higher. Economists note that
slowing job growth is a
mixed signal: it helps ease
inflation pressures but may
restrain consumer spending,
a key driver of economic
growth. Federal Reserve of-
ficials recently cut interest
rates but indicated further
policy decisions will depend
on labor market develop-
ments and inflation trends.

India’s office market set for major boom

MUMBAI

Gross office absorption in In-
dia is projected to surpass 80
million square feet in 2025,
highlighting the country’s
growing role as a global busi-
ness and talent hub, according
to a recent report. The expan-
sion of global capability cen-
tres (GCCs) emerged as a key
driver, strengthening India’s
place in the international val-
ue chain.

The year 2025 marked a
shift from recovery to long-
term transformation in the
real estate sector. Strong fun-

damentals were visible across
residential, commercial, re-
tail, logistics, warechousing,
and data centres, fuelled by
stable policies, steady end-us-
er demand, and India’s con-
tinuing economic momentum.
Shishir Baijal, Chairman
and Managing Director of
Knight Frank India, said,
“The progress in 2025 con-
firms the strength of India’s
real estate sector. As the coun-
try moves towards a $1 tril-
lion real estate economy, the
opportunities are both excit-
ing and transformative.”
Residential markets main-

tained growth, with premium
and luxury housing dominat-
ing demand. Homes above Rs
1 crore accounted for over
half of sales in major cities
such as Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Chennai, and Delhi
NCR, showing both limited
high-quality supply and
strong buyer interest. Devel-
opers are focusing on brand-
ed, sustainable, private, and
digitally advanced housing.

Affordable housing faced
challenges due to rising costs
and limited financing, high-
lighting the need for targeted
policies.
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A Geological Drama Unfolding

Toward the Indian Subcontinent

Deep beneath the savannas and highlands of East Africa,
the Earth’s crust is tearing itself apart. This isn’t science
fiction or an apocalyptic prophecy, it’s geology in action, a
slow-motion continental breakup that’s been unfolding for
millions of years. The African continent is splitting, and in
a geological plot twist that seems almost too dramatic to be
true, scientists predict that parts of East Africa may eventu-
ally drift toward and collide with the Indian subcontinent.
This isn’t a matter of “if” but “when,” though that “when”
is measured in tens of millions of years.
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Africa’s

The East African Rift: A
Continent’s Fault Line

The East African Rift
System is a developing di-
vergent tectonic plate
boundary where the Afri-
can plate is splitting into
two tectonic plates the So-
mali plate and the Nubian
plate at approximately six
to seven millimeters per
year. To put this in per-
spective, that’s roughly
the rate at which your fin-
gernails grow. Yet over
geological timescales, this
glacial pace adds up to
dramatic transformation.
The Great Rift Valley
extends from the southern
Turkish Hatay Province in
Asia, through the Red Sea,
to Mozambique in South-
east Africa, spanning an
astounding distance of ap-
proximately 6,000 to
7,000 kilometers. This
massive geological feature
is more than just a valley
it’s a window into the
planet’s dynamic interior,
where convection currents
in the mantle drive the
surface above into motion.
The rift system consists
of two main branches. The
Eastern Rift Valley, also
known as the Gregory
Rift, runs through
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Tan-
zania, characterized by
volcanic activity and dra-
matic landscapes. The
Western Rift Valley, or Al-
bertine Rift, passes
through Uganda, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Con-
g0, Rwanda, and Burundi,
hosting some of Africa’s
deepest lakes. These two
arms embrace Lake Victo-
ria, which sits between
them like a geological
witness to the continent’s
gradual divorce.

Why Is Africa
Splitting Apart?

The forces tearing Africa
apart originate from deep
within the Earth. The prima-
ry driving force is believed
to be a mantle plume, re-
ferred to as the African Su-
perswell, bringing hot asthe-
nosphere to shallow crustal
levels. Think of it as a mas-
sive bubble of superheated
rock rising from deep in the
mantle, pushing against the
lithosphere from below like
a geological jackhammer.
This upwelling causes the
overlying crust to heat, ex-
pand, and eventually crack.
As the lithosphere stretches
and thins, faults develop and
blocks of crust drop down
relative to others, creating
the characteristic rift valley
topography a series of elon-
gated depressions bounded
by steep faults, interspersed
with volcanic peaks. The Af-
rican Rift Valley began
forming approximately 20 to
25 million years ago, starting
in the Afar region of Ethio-
pia and gradually extending
southward. The process con-
tinues today, evidenced by
frequent earthquakes, active
volcanoes like Mount Kili-
manjaro and Erta Ale, and
dramatic surface ruptures
that occasionally appear,
capturing international atten-
tion. In 2018, a massive
crack suddenly opened in
Kenya’s Rift Valley, stretch-
ing several kilometers and
swallowing portions of a
highway. While dramatic,
geologists believe heavy
rainfall may have revealed a
pre-existing weakness in the
rock rather than representing
a sudden tectonic event.
Still, it served as a stark re-
minder that beneath our feet,
the Earth remains restless.

Great Split

The Birth of aNew Ocean

If the current trends continue, the East African Rift will eventually evolve into something far
more dramatic: a new ocean. Scientists estimate it will take at least five to ten million years
for the Afar region to become fully submerged. When that happens, water from the Indian
Ocean will flood into the wid-

ening rift, transforming the val-

ley into a narrow sea similar to

the Red Sea today. Over tens of

millions of years, seafloor

spreading would create new oce-

anic crust along the rift’s center,

forming a mid-ocean ridge.

Eventually, the African conti-

nent will become smaller, and

there will be a large island in

the Indian Ocean composed of

parts of Ethiopia and Somalia,

including the Horn of Africa.

This new landmass, encom-

passing present-day Somalia,

parts of Kenya, Ethiopia, and

Tanzania, would drift as the newly formed ocean basin expanded. This scenario isn’t unprec-
edented. The Red Sea provides a perfect example of continental rifting in a more advanced
stage. Millions of years ago, the Arabian Peninsula was firmly attached to Africa. Rifting
caused them to separate, and the Indian Ocean flooded the gap, creating the Red Sea. Today,
the Arabian and African plates continue to move apart, and the Red Sea slowly widens.

A Reminder of Earth’s Impermanence

The story of Africa’s split and eventual collision with India serves as a humbling reminder of Earth’s dynamic nature.
The continents we know, the mountains we climb, and the oceans we sail are merely temporary arrangements snapshots

hundreds of millions of years.

in an ongoing process of creation and destruction that has shaped our
planet for billions of years. The rifting right now is very slow, about
the rate that one’s toenails grow, as geophysicist Ken Macdonald apt-
ly notes. Yet this incremental process, repeated across millions of
years, can split continents, raise mountains higher than clouds, and com-
pletely redraw the map of our world. Understanding these processes isn’t
merely academic curiosity. The same forces splitting Africa and pushing
India northward trigger earthquakes that affect millions of people today.
Volcanic eruptions along the East African Rift, while spectacular, pose
real hazards to nearby populations. The slow deformation of the Himala-
yas makes South Asia one of the world’s most seismically active regions.
Moreover, studying plate tectonics provides crucial insights into Earth’s
past and future habitability. The movement of continents influences cli-
mate patterns, ocean chemistry, and the carbon cycle—all factors that have allowed complex life to flourish on our planet for
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India’s Journey: The Fastest Plate on Earth

To understand the eventual convergence between East Afri-
ca and India, we must first appreciate India’s remarkable
geological history. The Indian subcontinent has one of the
most dramatic tectonic stories ever recorded. India traveled
approximately 1,200 miles in 150 million years a record
until it collided with Asia. India was once part of the an-
cient supercontinent Gondwana, joined with Africa, Austra-
lia, Antarctica, and South America. Starting around 200
million years ago, this massive landmass began fragment-
ing. India broke away, first from Africa, then from Antarc-
tica, shedding Australia and Madagascar along the way. For
about 20 million years, India existed as an island continent,
racing northward across the ancient Tethys Ocean. What made
India’s journey extraordinary was its speed. After the extinc-
tion event that killed the dinosaurs, India was moving at ap-
proximately 20 centimeters per year in relation to Africa, fast-
er than any tectonic plate had moved before or since. This
blistering pace (by geological standards) puzzled scientists for
decades. The mystery was partially solved when researchers
discovered evidence of double subduction zones. India raced
toward collision starting 80 million years ago because of two
short subduction zones, one in front of the other, that emerged
between the tectonic plates. These zones essentially pulled
India northward like conveyor belts, accelerating its motion
until it finally crashed into Asia around 40 to 50 million
years ago. The collision was cataclysmic in slow motion.
Because both the Indian and Eurasian plates contained
thick continental crust of similar density, neither could sub-
duct beneath the other. Instead, the crust crumpled upward,
creating the Himalayas the world’s highest mountain range
and the vast Tibetan Plateau. Marine fossils found at Mount
Everest’s summit bear silent testimony to this collision:
rocks that once lay at the bottom of the Tethys Ocean now
crown the planet’s highest peak.

Indian
& ocean

The Future: When East Africa Meets India

The Indian plate is currently moving northeast at five centime-
ters per year, continuing to push into the Eurasian plate. This
ongoing collision causes the Himalayas to rise by several mil-
limeters annually and triggers earthquakes across the region.
But what happens when the Somali plate breaks free from Af-
rica and begins its own journey? Around 200 million years in
the future, Somalia, Madagascar, and India will collide with
each other, creating the Somalaya Mountains. This prediction,
developed by researchers at Utrecht University, is based on
modeling future tectonic plate movements and applying the
rules of mountain formation observed throughout Earth’s his-
tory. The scenario unfolds like this: As the East African Rift
continues to widen, the Somali plate (carrying Somalia, parts
of Ethiopia, Kenya, and Tanzania) will separate completely
from the Nubian plate (the rest of Africa). Meanwhile, the In-
dian plate, which has been moving northward for tens of mil-
lions of years, may shift its trajectory eastward as it encounters
resistance from the Eurasian plate. The geometry of plate
boundaries plays a crucial role. The westerly side of the Indian
plate shares a divergent boundary with the African plate called
the Central Indian Ridge. As new oceanic crust forms along
this ridge, it pushes the plates apart. However, complex forces
including the pull of subducting slabs, mantle convection, and
interactions with neighboring plates will determine the exact
trajectories of these landmasses. When the Somali plate and
Indian plate eventually converge, neither will easily subduct
beneath the other due to their continental crust composition.

g
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The Implications: Reshaping
Geography, Climate, and Life

The collision between East Africa and India will
profoundly reshape our planet, though these
changes will unfold over timescales incomprehen-
sible to human experience. The formation of new
mountain ranges will alter atmospheric circulation
patterns, affecting monsoon systems and creating
rain shadows. Ocean currents will shift as new
landmasses block or redirect their flow, redistrib-
uting heat around the planet. Biodiversity
hotspots will face unprecedented challenges and
opportunities. Species endemic to the Somali
plate will find themselves transplanted to new lat-
itudes, encountering different climates and com-
peting with Asian flora and fauna. Some will
thrive in their new homes; others will face extinc-
tion. New ecological niches will emerge in the
rising mountains, driving evolutionary innova-
tion. For human civilizations—assuming our spe-
cies persists that long—the changes will require
adaptation on continental scales. New maritime
routes will emerge as old ones close. Coastal cit-
ies will find themselves landlocked or submerged
as sea levels respond to tectonic changes. The
economic and political geography of the world
will be fundamentally rewritten.

Conclusion

In the grand theater of planetary evolution, Af-
rica’s split and eventual union with India rep-
resents just one act in an endless play. The
same processes that are tearing Africa apart to-
day once split Pangaca, creating the Atlantic
Ocean. The same forces pushing India north-
ward once drove it away from Antarctica, car-
rying a cargo of unique species on a 150-mil-
lion-year voyage. These tectonic dramas pro-
ceed at nature’s own pace, indifferent to human
timescales. Yet they shape everything—from
the air we breathe to the ground beneath our
feet, from the distribution of mineral resources
to the very existence of mountain ranges that
inspire wonder. As we observe Africa’s gradual
division and contemplate its future collision
with India, we’re witnessing nothing less than
the Earth reinventing itself, as it has countless
times before and will countless times again. In
the patient geology of our restless planet, we
find both a record of deep time and a preview
of changes yet to come a reminder that the
only constant in Earth’s long history is change
itself. The rifting continues, millimeter by mil-
limeter, year after year. Somewhere in the Afar
Depression, magma rises from the mantle. In
the Himalayas, India presses northward still,
lifting mountains higher. And far in the future
long after we’re gone new mountains will rise
where ocean basins lie today, and the map of
Earth will be drawn anew.
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Green’s Record Bid, Big Snubs
Highlight Dramatic IPL 2026 Auction

Record buys, shocking snubs, and cautious spending define IPL 2026 auction

ABU DHABI

The IPL 2026 mini-auction in
Abu Dhabi delivered high
drama, bold gambles and
plenty of surprises as fran-
chises recalibrated their
squads ahead of the new sea-
son. Headlining the day was
Australian all-rounder Camer-
on Green, whose blockbuster
325.20 crore move to Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) rewrote
the record books and set the
tone for a frenetic opening
phase.

KKR flexed their financial
muscle early, locking horns
with Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) in a fierce bidding war
for Green. With Rajasthan
Royals briefly in the mix, the
contest escalated rapidly be-
fore narrowing to KKR and
CSK. When KKR landed the
decisive bid, Green became
the most expensive overseas
player in IPL history, surpass-
ing Mitchell Starc’s previous
record. The three-time cham-
pions followed up by snap-
ping up Sri Lankan speedster
Matheesha Pathirana for 318
crore, signalling aggressive
intent despite heavy early
spending.

TATA IPL AUCTION 2026

CSK, though missing out
on Green, remained one of the
auction’s power players. The
five-time champions spent
cautiously, adding West Indies
spinner Akeal Hosein for 32
crore while retaining a sub-
stantial purse for later rounds.
Mumbeai Indians, by contrast,
operated on a tight budget and
focused on familiarity, bring-
ing back Quinton de Kock at
his base price of 1 crore to
bolster their top order.

Several franchises adopted
a value-driven approach. Del-
hi Capitals quietly strength-
ened their overseas core with
David Miller and Ben Duck-
ett, while Lucknow Super Gi-
ants secured Wanindu Hasa-
ranga and Anrich Nortje at

base prices, reinforcing their
bowling options without over-
spending. Royal Challengers
Bengaluru made a targeted
move by acquiring Venkatesh
Iyer for X7 crore, a significant
drop from his previous auc-
tion valuation.

One of the biggest talking
points of the day, however,
was the long list of high-pro-
file unsold players. Indian
batters Prithvi Shaw and Sar-
faraz Khan again failed to at-
tract bids, despite strong do-
mestic performances. En-
gland’s Liam Livingstone,
expected by many to trigger a
bidding war, also went un-
sold, underlining the unfor-
giving nature of the auction
and the premium placed on

recent IPL form and specific
team needs.

Country-wise trends re-
vealed Australia dominating
the auction narrative, with
Green’s deal inflating average
valuations. Sri Lankan players
drew healthy interest, while
South Africa led in player
count with multiple signings
at modest prices. Indian spin-
ners remained in demand,
highlighted by Rajasthan
Royals’ %7.2 crore buy of
Ravi Bishnoi.

As the auction progressed,
contrasting strategies became
evident. KKR set the early
tempo with headline-grabbing
buys, CSK and Sunrisers Hy-
derabad waited patiently with
loaded purses, and teams like
Mumbai Indians and Rajas-
than Royals were forced into
precision shopping.

In the end, the Abu Dhabi
auction reinforced what
makes the IPL unique: for-
tunes can change in minutes,
reputations offer no guaran-
tees, and one raised paddle
can redefine a season. With
squads still evolving, the true
winners may only be known
once the action shifts from the
auction table to the field.

DC Break Bank for Uncapped
Star Auqib Nabi Dar at ¥8.4 Cr

ABU DHABI

Uncapped all-rounder Auqib
Nabi Dar emerged as one of
the biggest surprises of the
IPL 2026 mini-auction in Abu
Dhabi after being snapped up
by Delhi Capitals for a hefty
%8.4 crore on Tuesday.

Dar, who entered the
auction with a modest
base price, triggered an
intense bidding war as
multiple franchises
looked to invest in
young Indian tal-
ent. His ability to
contribute with
both bat and
ball, coupled
with strong
recent per-
formances
in domes- |
tic cricket,
quickly
pushed his value
upward, with DC eventually
having the final say.

The Capitals’ aggressive
move underlined their intent
to strengthen their Indian core
ahead of the new season.
Team officials see Dar as a
long-term prospect who can
add balance to the side, par-
ticularly in conditions that
reward seam-bowling
all-rounders.

Dar’s sale was among the

standout moments of the day,
highlighting the premium
franchises are willing to pay
for uncapped Indian players
with multi-di-

mensional -
skills. ‘

Abhinav Bindra
voices concern
over Messi’s India

tour management
NEW DELHI

Olympic gold medallist Abhi-
nav Bindra expressed unease
over the handling of Lionel
Messi’s recent tour of India,
highlighting what he de-
scribed as chaotic manage-
ment and misplaced spending
priorities. While events in
Hyderabad and Mumbai pro-
ceeded smoothly, large por-
tions of the visit were marked
by long queues, frustrated
fans, and limited access to the
football legend, prompting
Bindra to speak out on social
media.

“His recent visit to India
unfolded parts of it felt chaot-
ic and left me quietly uneasy,”
Bindra posted on X, reflecting
on the tour’s organisational
shortcomings. He noted that
millions were spent on fleet-
ing moments of proximity,
photographs, and short inter-
actions with Messi—a sum
that, he suggested, could have
been channelled toward de-
veloping sports infrastructure
at the grassroots level.

Bindra emphasised that his
concern was not with Messi
himself, whose story he de-
scribed as “transcending
sport,” noting his journey
from a child overcoming
physical challenges to one of
football’s greatest icons. “I
hold profound respect and ad-
miration for what he rep-
resents—perseverance, humil-
ity, and an uncompromising
pursuit of greatness,” he
wrote. However, he urged so-
ciety to reflect on broader ob-
jectives, asking whether India
is nurturing a sporting culture
or merely celebrating global
icons. Bindra stressed that
even a fraction of the invest-
ment in celebrity appearances
could improve access to play-
grounds, provide better
coaching, and support young
talent.

While acknowledging the
economics of sport and the
appeal of global branding,
Bindra called for a balance
between admiration for elite
athletes and long-term invest-
ment in domestic sporting
foundations. His remarks
have sparked discussions on
social media about prioritis-
ing sustainable development
over high-profile celebrity
visits, prompting reflection on
how India can better leverage
such events to strengthen its
sporting ecosystem.
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MANCHESTER

Manchester United squan-
dered three separate leads as
Bournemouth battled back
relentlessly in a pulsating 4-4
Premier League draw at Old
Trafford.

Manchester United missed
the chance to climb to fifth
despite producing arguably
their most fluent attacking
display under manager Ruben
Amorim. While United have
lost just once in their last 10
matches, defensive lapses
again proved costly at home.

The hosts started brightly

Man Utd
blow lead three
times in 4-4
Bournemouth
thriller

United squander three leads
as Bournemouth fight back
in eight-goal home draw

and were rewarded in the 13th
minute when Amad Diallo
nodded into an empty net af-
ter goalkeeper Djordje Petro-
vic failed to hold Matheus
Cunha’s header. Bournemouth
struck back against the run of
play as Antoine Semenyo
shrugged off Luke Shaw and
fired low past Senne Lam-
mens to level.

United regained control late
in the first half when Case-
miro headed in from Bruno
Fernandes’ corner, Petrovic
again at fault. But the second
period unravelled spectacular-
ly. Evanilson struck just 37

seconds after the restart, slot-
ting home Marcus Tavernier’s
pass, before Tavernier himself
curled a fine free-kick to turn
the match on its head.

The Red Devils responded
with renewed urgency. Fer-
nandes produced a sublime
free-kick to make it 3-3, and
Cunha swept in his second
goal for the club after
Adam Smith failed to clear,
restoring United’s lead for a
third time.

Yet Bournemouth refused
to yield. Eli Junior Kroupi
pounced six minutes from
time to equalise once more,

-

punishing slack marking in-
side the box. In stoppage
time, David Brooks twice
went close to snatching a dra-
matic winner, but Lammens
produced two outstanding
saves to preserve a point.

Amorim admitted frustra-
tion after full-time, lamenting
dropped points despite an im-
proved performance. Bour-
nemouth, whose winless run
now extends to seven match-
es, edged up to 13th, while
United moved into sixth on
goal difference after an unfor-
gettable, chaotic night at Old
Trafford.

Satwik-Chirag face ‘group of

death’ at BWF World

HANGZHOU

Indian badminton stars Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will face a stern test of
form and resilience when the
season-ending BWF World
Tour Finals commences on
Wednesday, with the duo
drawn in the notoriously com-
petitive “group of death.” The
prestigious tournament features
the top-eight players or pairs
from the World Tour calendar,
with Satwik and Chirag, cur-
rently world No. 3, the only
Indian representatives.
Placed in Group B, the
Asian Games champions open
their campaign against Chi-
na’s Liang Wei Keng and
Wang Chang, Paris Olympic
silver medallists, before fac-
ing Indonesia’s Fajar Alfian
and Muhammad Shohibul
Fikri, a pair renowned for
pace and attacking prowess.
Their final group match on
Friday will pit them against
long-time rivals Malaysia’s
Aaron Chia and Soh Wooi
Yik, the Paris Olympic bronze
medallists and second seeds.
Head-to-head statistics high-
light the challenge ahead.

Tour Finals
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Satwik and Chirag trail the
Chinese pair 3-7, though they
won their most recent encoun-
ter at the China Masters. They
have lost their only previous
meeting with the Indonesian
duo at the Australian Open
quarterfinals, while Aaron and
Soh have consistently posed
difficulties throughout their ca-
reers. With only the top-two
pairs advancing from the
group, the margin for error is
minimal.

Despite not claiming a title
this year, Satwik and Chirag
have demonstrated resilience,
returning from injury to se-
cure a World Championships
bronze and runner-up finishes
at the Hong Kong Open and
China Masters. They also
reached semifinals in multiple
other tournaments, showcas-
ing consistency on the tour.

Roma beats Como to tighten

Serie A title race

Wesley Franca’s strike secures narrow
victory, keeping Roma close to Inter Milan

ROME

Brazilian full-back Wesley
Franca scored the only goal as
Roma edged past Como 1-0 at
the Stadio Olimpico, moving
within three points of Serie A
leaders Inter Milan. The sum-
mer signing from Flamengo
delivered the breakthrough on
the hour mark, converting
Matias Soulé’s pass with
a precise low shot off the
far post.

The first half was dominat-
ed by strong defensive dis-
plays, with neither side able
to generate significant scoring
opportunities. Como goal-
keeper Jean Butez made the
only notable save during the
opening 45 minutes, keeping
his side level. Roma’s attack-
ing threats struggled to
find space until the second
half, when the game briefly
opened up.

Roma nearly scored earlier
in the second half as Bryan
Cristante had a goal disal-
lowed, but chances remained
limited for both teams. De-
spite the narrow margin, Ro-
ma’s victory ended a brief
poor run of form, giving man-
ager José Mourinho a boost
and reinforcing their chal-
lenge for the Serie A title.

The win lifts Roma into
fourth place, signaling their

intent to close the gap on In-
ter Milan, while Como re-
main seventh, six points
adrift. It was the second con-
secutive defeat for Cesc
Fabregas’ side, though
both losses came
against teams

above them in -
the standings. ‘
Franga’s de- | 2

cisive goal un-
derscores Ro-
ma’s strategic
recruitment
and squad
depth, with the
Brazilian add- §
ing attacking
versatility from
the back. As Serie A 8
approaches the mid- |
point of the season,
Roma’s win
keeps the title
race

com- = _.’ -
peti-
tive
and
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highlights the importance of
seizing tight matches against
defensively solid opponents.
With momentum restored,
Roma now prepares for a
critical run of fix-
tures that could
define their
champion-
ship aspira-
I tions, aim-
ing to main-
tain pressure
on the
league lead-
ers and chal-
lenge for sil-
verware in multi-
ple competitions.

[ have become more ambitious
as a player: Praggnanandhaa

MUMBAI

Barely home for most of
the year, R Praggnanandhaa
has criss-crossed continents
in pursuit of elite competi-
tion, a grind that culminat-
ed in qualification for the
2026 Candidates via the
FIDE Circuit route. The
20-year-old sealed the spot
after topping the 2025 Cir-
cuit standings, underlining
a season marked by both
volume and quality.

Praggnanandhaa admitted
the relentless schedule has
taken its toll. “I have hardly
been home this year,” he
said, adding that even short
breaks barely feel like rest
before the next tournament
begins. Yet, the decision to
play extensively was delib-
erate, driven by a clear goal
of maximising Circuit
points through classical
events.

What has stood out in
2025, he explained, is a
shift in mindset. “I’m more

ambitious. When I play, I
want to win tourna-

. ments,” he said, credit-

ing years of hard
s, work finally trans-
lating into results.
» That ambition
has yielded

Indian chess star
Praggnanandhaa says
ambition, consistency

powered his
qualification for
Candidates.

tangible rewards, with vic-
tories at marquee events
such as Tata Steel Masters,
Superbet Chess Classic Ro-
mania, UzChess Cup Mas-
ters and the London Chess
Classic Open.
Praggnanandhaa also ac-
knowledged inspiration
from compatriots, notably
world champion D Gukesh
and 2800-rated Arjun Eri-
gaisi. Rather than pressure,
their success has fuelled his
own push in critical mo-

ments. “Now I see it as in-
spiration,” he said.

Reflecting on conversa-
tions with coach R.B.
Ramesh after a relatively
modest 2024, Praggnanand-
haa pointed to incremental
improvements—greater
confidence, sharper
decision-making and a
stronger will to press for
wins.

Having featured in the
previous Candidates, he be-
lieves experience will
count. “I’m stronger than
two years back,” he said.
With renewed ambition and
belief, Praggnanandhaa
heads into the next phase of
his career convinced he be-
longs among the world’s
elite.




%< CITY=HILIGHTS =<

WEDNESDAY » DECEMBER 17, 2025, BENGALURU, MYSURU

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com

KSCA Reconstitutes Cricket
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

KSCA, led by Venkatesh Prasad, forms new Cricket Advisory Committee
and appoints selection panels for men’s junior and senior teams

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Crick-
et Association (KSCA),
under its newly elected
Managing Committee
headed by former India
pacer Venkatesh Prasad,
has constituted a high-pro-
file Cricket Advisory Com-
mittee (CAC) comprising
several distinguished for-
mer cricketers and adminis-
trators. The CAC includes
Anil Kumble, Javagal Sri-
nath, Sunil Joshi, Vijay
Bharadwaj and Jayshree
Doraiswamy. In its first
meeting, the committee rec-
ommended the selection
panels for the ongoing do-
mestic season, which were
subsequently approved by
the KSCA Managing Com-
mittee. For the Senior and
Under-23 men’s teams, the
selection panel will be
chaired by Amit Verma,
with S. Prakash, Tejpal
Kothari and Sunil Raju as
members. The Junior men’s
selection panel, covering
the Under-19, Under-16
and Under-14 categories,
will comprise G.K. Anil
Kumar, C. Raghavendra,
G.N. Umesh and D.S.
Ananth. KSCA also an-
nounced changes in the
coaching setup for the Un-

Sr National
Archery Ojas

and Aditi bag
compound gold

HYDERABAD

Maharashtra’s Ojas Pravin
Deotale once again show-
cased his big-match tempera-
ment as he clinched the men’s
individual compound gold at
the Senior National Archery
Championship, held at the
Hyderabad Public School. In
a gripping final, Ojas edged
out Delhi’s seasoned cam-
paigner Abhishek Verma, pro-
ducing a performance marked
by precision, patience and
nerve. The much-antici-
pated title clash lived up

to expectations, with
both archers locked in an
intense battle from the
very first end. Ojas,
known for his calm de-
meanour and infectious
energy, stayed razor-sharp
under pressure against the
vastly experienced
Abhishek. Cheered on by
archers and coaches from
across the country, nei-
ther competitor dropped a
single point through the regu-
lation five ends, as both fin-
ished tied on a perfect 150.

With scores level, the con-
test moved into a shoot-off,
where Ojas held his compo-
sure to deliver the decisive
arrow and seal the gold med-
al. The victory underlined his
growing stature in Indian ar-
chery and reaffirmed his con-
sistency on the domestic cir-
cuit.

In the women’s individual
compound event, Aditi lived
up to her billing, securing
gold after a confident display
through the knockout rounds.
Aditi showed excellent con-
trol and rhythm in the final,
outshooting her opponent to
stand atop the podium and
add another major title to her
resume.

der-23 men’s team. Ganesh
Satish has been appointed
as coach, replacing So-
mashekar Siruguppi, while
Deepak Chougule takes
over from S.R. Deepu.

Meanwhile, the
Women’s Selec- 4
tion Committee is
under review, |
with the associ-
ation stating |
that decisions in
this regard will ¥
be taken shortly.
In another key de-
velopment, the Man-
aging Committee has
nominated former KSCA
treasurer Vinay Mruthyun-
jaya as the association’s
official spokesperson and
Chairman of Public and
Member Relations.

Ashes: Stokes tells England@
to ‘show a bit of dog’ in

KSCA forms CAC, revamps selection panels

The Karnataka State Cricket Association (KSCA),
under its newly elected Managing Committee
led by former India pacer Venkatesh

Prasad, has constituted a high-pro-
file Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC). The committee includes
,  Anil Kumble, Javagal Srinath,
| Sunil Joshi, Vijay Bharadwaj and
J Jayshree Doraiswamy. The CAC
| has recommended selection
/ ~ panels for the ongoing domestic
~ season, approved by the Man-
aging Committee. Amit Verma
will chair the Senior and Under-23
men’s selection panel, while G.K.
Anil Kumar heads the junior men’s panel.
Ganesh Satish has been appointed Un-
der-23 coach. Vinay Mruthyunjaya is KSCA
spokesperson.

&\\t

must-win Adelaide Test

Stokes calls for steel as England battle to keep Ashes hopes alive in Australia

ADELAIDE

England captain Ben Stokes
has delivered a blunt rallying
cry to his side, urging them
o “show a bit of dog” as
they prepare for a
must-win

third Ashes « °

Test against Australia at Ad-
elaide Oval starting Wednes-
day. Trailing 0-2 after heavy
eight-wicket defeats in Perth
and Brisbane, England must
snap a 17-match winless run
in Australia to keep the five-
Test Ashes alive.

The tourists have made

' one change, bringing in Josh
\ Tongue for Gus Atkinson,

while backing off-spinning

\ all-rounder Will Jacks
ahead of Shoaib Bashir.
Stokes admitted to “raw”
dressing-room conversa-
tions following the Gabba
loss, reiterating that Australia
is “no place for weak men.”
But he stressed that the
talking is over. “What’s been
said has been said. All that

_ stuff’s done now,” Stokes
told reporters. “It’s
about what gets seen
out on the field in Ad-
elaide this week.” The
’ 34-year-old, described
! last week by former
s England captain
Alastair Cook as the
most competitive play-

er he has encountered,
wants visible fight in ev-
ery passage of play. “It’s
about fighting in every

situation, understanding
what’s required for your
team,” Stokes said. “Look at
your opposition and show a
bit of dog.

That gives you the best
possible chance.” Asked
about the squad’s response,
Stokes said the group had re-
acted exactly as he hoped,
with clarity around expecta-
tions heading into the con-
test. He pointed to England’s
gritty Lord’s victory over
India in July as the tem-
plate—an occasion where
perfect execution and relent-
less mentality delivered a
narrow win deep into day
five. England’s tour has un-
folded amid intense media
scrutiny and hostile crowds,
a confronting experience for
several newcomers. Stokes
acknowledged the challenge
but believes the shock factor
has passed.

“Everyone’s experienced it
now, probably at its highest
level,” he said. “For the next
three games, there won’t be
any surprises.” With the se-
ries on the line, England’s
resolve—and Stokes’ call for
bite—will be tested under
the Adelaide lights.

Pressure builds on
SURYAKUMAR

as India chase series win against SA

LUCKNOW

Pressure is mounting on In-
dia’s T20I captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav as the hosts look
to seal the five-match se-
ries against South Af-

rica in the fourth
T20I here on
Wednesday.
While vice-cap-
tain Shubman
Gill’s struggles
have drawn atten-
tion, the skipper’s
continued lack of runs

has also become a major
talking point.

The third T20I in Dharam-
sala, played during a modest
chase of 118, was expected to
offer Suryakumar a chance to
re- gain rhythm. In-
stead, the
~ease and

assurance

that once

made him
the world’s
top-ranked
T20 batter
were
miss-

=

Manisha targets
medal at 2028
Olympics

AHMEDABAD

At 28, Asian champion Mani-
sha Bhanwala has taken a cal-
culated gamble in pursuit of
her Olympic dream, moving
down a weight category to
strengthen her medal prospects
at the 2028 Los Angeles
Games. The 62kg gold medal-
list has dropped to the fiercely
competitive 57kg division, a
shift she believes will give her
the best chance to succeed on
the sport’s biggest stage. Man-
isha made the transition after
competing at the World Cham-
pionships in September, care-
fully managing her fitness and
conditioning to adapt to the
demands of the lower weight
class. The early signs have
been encouraging. She domi-
nated a strong field at the
Haryana State Championships
and followed it up with a com-
posed and convincing gold
medal performance at the Na-
tional Championships here,
establishing herself as a front-
runner in the 57kg category.
“I’m satisfied with how my
body has responded to the
change,” Manisha said after
her national triumph.

Ashes: Aus skipper Cummins, sp1nner Lyon back for 3" Test

ADELAIDE

Australia have recalled skip-
per Pat Cummins and veteran
spinner Nathan Lyon for the
third Ashes Test in Adelaide
starting Wednesday, while fit-
again opener Usman Khawaja
has been left out as selectors
eye a series-sealing win.
Khawaja, who turns 39 this
month, missed the opening
Test in Perth due to back
spasms and was ruled out of
the second in Brisbane with
injury. Although he has since
recovered, Australia opted to
continue with Travis Head
and Jake Weatherald at the
top of the order, a decision

that places the 85-Test veter-
an’s immediate international
future in doubt.

Asked if Khawaja still had
a path back into the side,
Cummins was non-committal
but encouraging. “Potentially,
yeah,” he said, adding that the
selectors were focused on
picking the best team for each
match rather than sticking rig-
idly to combinations. Cum-
mins also pointed out Khawa-
ja’s versatility, noting his past
success both at the top and in
the middle order.

As expected, Cummins re-
turns after missing the first
two Tests with a back injury
and will lead an attack that

AUSTRALIA XI:

Jake Weatherald, Travis
Head, Marnus Labus-
chagne, Steve Smith, Cam-
eron Green, Josh Inglis, Alex
Carey, Pat Cummins (capt),
Mitchell Starc, Nathan
Lyon, Scott Boland.

has already thrived, alongside
Mitchell Starc and Scott Bo-
land. Lyon also comes back
after being left out of the sec-
ond Test in favour of an all-
pace strategy, with Brendan
Doggett and Michael Neser
making way.

Skipper’s
prolonged
lean patch under
spotlight as India
aim to clinch
series

ing. Once again, he perished
playing his trademark pick-up
shot, underlining an ongoing
technical and confidence-re-
lated struggle.
Suryakumar, however,
struck a defiant note
after the match.
“I’m batting beau-
tifully in the nets
and trying every-
thing in my con-
trol. I’'m not out
of form, just out of
runs,” he said, ex-
pressing confidence that
scores would follow.

Statistics, though, paint a
worrying picture. The Indian
captain has averaged under 15
this season and is yet to regis-
ter a half-century in 2025 —
the longest such drought of
his career. Only twice in the
past year has he managed to
bat beyond 20 deliveries, a
concern with the T20 World
Cup less than two months
away.

Gill’s issues compound In-
dia’s selection headaches. His
move to the opening slot has
unsettled the top order, espe-
cially after Sanju Samson was
pushed down and later
dropped despite a promising
partnership with Abhishek
Sharma. Gill’s scratchy run-a-
ball 28 in Dharamsala did
little to ease doubts.

India lead the series 2-1
but face decisions around
team balance. Jasprit Bum-
rah’s availability remains

uncertain, though Arsh-

deep Singh’s return to
form is a positive. South

Africa, inconsistent since
| last year’s World Cup fi-
nal, must win to stay
alive.

The stage is set for a de-
cisive contest, with leader-
ship and form firmly under
scrutiny.

Winning medals
consistently adds
responsibility:

Pistol ace Anish
CHENNAI

For Anish Bhanwala, learning
has never stopped. Even when
he is away from the firing
line, the 23-year-old closely
follows the sport, studying the
finest details of elite perfor-
mances with a student’s curi-
osity. That eagerness, com-
bined with growing maturity,
has powered a remarkable
phase in his young career.

The shooter from Karnal,
Haryana, burst onto the inter-
national scene as a teenager,
lining up against the world’s
best at the 2018 Asian Games
just days before turning 16.
Seven years on, the boyish
talent has evolved into a com-
posed competitor with steely
resolve. That transformation
was evident in his recent run
of three successive silvers —
at the Asian Championships,
World Championships and the
World Cup Final.

Anish credits his surge in
confidence to the Asian
Championships, where he
shot 35 hits out of 40 in the
final, his best international
performance to date. “That
kind of confidence only
comes from winning,” he
said, explaining how it carried
into a strong World Champi-
onships qualification score of
585 while working closely
with coach Harpreet Singh.

A technical tweak also
played a key role.

WTL 2025 Indian players
learn from world’s best

BENGALURU

Indian tennis players will get
a rare opportunity to observe
and interact closely with
some of the sport’s biggest
global names when the fourth
edition of the World Tennis
League (WTL) gets under-
way here on Wednesday. Be-
ing staged in India for the
first time, the four-day event
promises both high-quality
competition and invaluable
learning exposure for the
country’s leading profession-
als and emerging talents.

The tournament features a
star-studded lineup headlined
by former world No. 1 and
US Open champion Daniil
Medvedev, currently ranked
13th. The Indian contingent
— including Sumit Nagal, D.
Suresh, Ankita Raina and Sa-
haja Yamalapalli — will
share the court and dressing
rooms with elite performers
such as Denis Shapovalov
(world No. 23) and Gael
Monfils (world No. 67).

Younger players like Shri-
valli Bhamdipaty and Maaya
Rajeshwaran Revathi are also
expected to treat the competi-
tion as a classroom, using the
experience to fine-tune their
skills ahead of the new sea-
son. Regular interaction with
established stars could help
Indian players add fresh tac-
tical and mental dimensions
to their game.

Another major attraction is
Nick Kyrgios, whose current
ranking of 652 reflects long

WTL Brings Global
Tennis Stars to B’luru

The World Tennis
League debuts in India,
giving Indian players
arare chance to train
and compete alongside
global stars like Daniil
Medvedey, Nick Kyrgios,
and Elina Svitolina. The
four-day Bengaluru
event blends high-qual-
ity matches with valu-
able learning exposure.

injury layoffs rather than abil-
ity. The mercurial Australian,
who has limited match play
over the past two years, will
be keen to test his fitness as
he eyes a return at the Austra-
lian Open in 2026. A glimpse
of his trademark shot-making
would be a major draw for
fans.

The women’s field is equal-
ly strong, led by world No.
14 Elina Svitolina, No. 25
Paula Badosa and No. 26
Marta Kostyuk, all proven
performers on the Grand
Slam stage.

The league features four
teams — Hawks, Falcons,
Kites and Eagles — each
comprising two men and two
women. Matches will be
played in a round-robin for-
mat, with the top two teams
advancing to Saturday’s final,
making WTL 2025 both com-
petitive and instructive for
Indian tennis.
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