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A PARTNERSHIP REACHING NEW FRONTIERS!

As Modi-Macron meet for bilateral talks, India-France elevate their relationship to a ‘Special Global Strategic Partnership’

MUMBAI

India and France on Tuesday
elevated their bilateral ties to
'Special Global Strategic Part-
nership' with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi noting that
the friendship between the
two countries has "no bound-
aries" and the partnership can
"reach from deep oceans to
the tallest mountains".
Making joint press state-
ment with French President
Emmanuel Macron, PM
Modi underscored the depth
and significance of the In-
dia-France relationship.

'INDIA-FRANCETIEIS
VERY CRUCIAL'
Modi said India-France rela-
tionship is very crucial. "The
strategic partnership between

FROM RAFALE TO SUBMARINES,
INDIA-FRANCE EXPAND DEFENCE TIES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emman-
uel Macron hailed growing ties between the two countries as
they held bilateral talks in Mumbai on Tuesday.

The two countries elevated their ties to a "special global
strategic partnership" with Modi and Macron vowing to sig-
nificantly ramp up bilateral cooperation in areas of defence,
trade and technology in the face of increasing geopolitical
upheavals. Macron said both the countries are expanding
defence cooperation from Rafale jets to submarines.

the two countries is one of
the oldest and with the help
of President Macron, we
have deepened the ties and
given it more energy in re-
cent times. Based on this
trust and vision, we are ele-
vating our relation to a Spe-
cial Global Strategic Partner-
ship.”

“This partnership is not just
strategic. In this era of unpre-

dictable global dynamics,
this partnership will provide
global stability and prog-
ress," he said.

Highlighting cooperation
in the defence and aerospace
sectors, the PM referred to
the inauguration of the heli-
copter assembly line as a
testament to the growing
collaboration between the
two nations.

French PrezMacron: India-France ties are
one of trust, openness, and ambition

.
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"I thank you for your warm welcome on my fourth official visit to India. :
The bilateral relationship between India and France is truly remarkable
and unique. This relationship is one of trust, openness, and ambition. We §
have also decided today to elevate this partnership to a Special Strate- .
gic Partnership, granting it a new status. There is no doubt about that,
because we have complete faith in this relationship, and we have been §
doing so for the past eight years. Each year, by working on different .
things, we have charted many new paths. For example, whether it's the
Indo-Pacific region or technology, where there's no hegemony. We firm- ¢
ly believe in the rule of law, and we've demonstrated this over the past e
few years. Whether it's IMEC, which we jointly launched and or whether o
we're talking about artificial intelligence or the International Solar Alli- .
ance, we've taken several initiatives together over the past eight years." e
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> Emmanuel Macron, French President

MUMBAI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron on Tues-
day virtually inaugurated the
final assembly line of H-125
helicopters built jointly by
Tata Advanced Systems
Limited (TASL) and Airbus
at Vemagal in Karnataka.
Modi said, “Today, the in-
auguration of the helicopter
assembly line in India is an-
other shining example of this
deep trust. We are proud that
India and France together
will manufacture in India the
world’s only helicopter capa-
ble of flying to the heights of
Mount Everest. And this will
also be exported across the
world. That means the India—
France partnership has no

boundaries. It can reach
from the deep oceans to the
tallest mountains.”

The H125 Light Utility
Helicopter Final Assembly
Line at Vemagal is expected
to strengthen India's indige-
nous aerospace manufactur-
ing capabilities and further
deepen India-France defence
and industrial cooperation.

Modi, Macron unveil India’s first H-125 helicopter assembly line in K’taka
Know all about H125 helicopters

® The ‘Made in India’ H125 helicopter will help meet
the Indian armed force’s requirement for a light
multi-role helicopter and develop new civil and

para-public market segments.

PM Modi: Goal is to strengthen
people-to-people connections

“With the launch of the India-France Year of Inno-
vation, we are transforming our strategic partner-
ship into a Partnership of the People. Because in-
novation doesn’'t happen in isolation, but through
collaboration. Therefore, our goal during the In-
dia-France Year of Innovationis to strengthen peo-
ple-to-people connections. Whether it’'s defence,
clean energy, space, or emerging technologies, we
will connect our industries and innovators in every
field. We will build strong networks between start-
ups and MSMEs. We will facilitate exchanges be-
tween our students and researchers, and we will
also establish new centres for joint innovation”

> Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

First '"Madein
India' H125 by
early 2027

The delivery of the
first 'Made in India'

B H125 helicopters
will essentially
contribute to army
operations on the
icy heights of the
country’s Hima-
layan frontiers.

B The Tata and Airbus plan
will include a military
version, the H125M, which
will be offered out of this
Indian factory with high
levels of indigenised com-
ponents and technologies.

H125 is expected in

early 2027. The he-

licopter will also be

available for export

in the South Asian

region, according to
TASL.

MACRON'S INDIA
VISIT - HIGHLIGHTS

Macron pays tribute to 26/11 vic-
tims at Mumbai's Taj Mahal Hotel.

India, France will manufacturein
India a helicopter capable of fly-
ing to the heights of Mount
Everest: PM Modi on H-125.

We will continue to work in fight-
ing terrorism: French President
Macron after talks with PM Modi.
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US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor paid a courtesy call on Chi
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ah at his official residence, Cauvery, in Bengaluru on Tuesday. In an X post, the CMO
stated, “They held a cordial interaction and exchanged views on matters of mutual
interest. Karnataka values its engagement with global partners and remains commit-

ted to strengthening international cooperation.”
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"Decision taken, CM will reveal
it himself: DKS on power tussle

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
himself will reveal the deci-
sion taken on the leadership
issue, his deputy D K Shiva-
kumar said on Tuesday.

“A decision has been taken

and me. When the time

Shivakumar, who is also the
Karnataka Congress president,
was reacting to Social Welfare
Minister H C Mahadevappa’s
statement.

On Monday, the minister
said that none can force the
Congress high command to

, over leadership between

by the CM, the high command mintervene in the dispute

comes, there will be clarity.

The CM himself will inform

the people of the state,”
Shivakumar said.

19 Siddaramaiah and Shiva-

kumar. “Will the tail wag
the dog?” Mahadevap-
pa said.

GBA TO AUCTION PROPERTIES
WITH TAX DUES ON FEB 22

BENGALURU: The Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) is
taking strict action against property owners who have defaulted
on their property taxes. Despite receiving multiple notices,
many property owners have failed to pay the taxes, prompting
the GBA to auction such assets. It has identified properties that
are in arrears and will be auctioned to recover the outstanding
tax amount. The Bengaluru South City Corporation has fixed
dates for the auction. The Jayanagar zone of the South City
Corporation will auction 98 properties on February 22, with the
corporation owed Rs 1.55 crore in taxes. The auction will in-
clude residential, commercial, and vacant properties.

Tarique Rahman sworn in as Bangladesh PM

DHAKA

Ushering in a new era in Ban-
gladesh politics, dominated
for decades by Sheikh Hasina
and Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) chief
Tarique Rahman on Tuesday
took oath as the prime minis-
ter of the country.

Rahman’s rise to power
comes after his party secured
a landslide win in the 12 Feb-
ruary polls - the first nation-
wide election since a mass
uprising in 2024 led to the
ouster of long-time leader
Sheikh Hasina and ushered in
the Md Yunus-led interim
government.

Rahman’s BNP secured a
commanding two-thirds ma-
jority in the 300-seat parlia-
ment, winning 209 seats (total
212 with its allies) of the 299
seats in the 13th parliamentary
elections, returning to power
after nearly two decades. The
Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi, contesting its first election
since a 2013 ban was lifted
following Hasina’s ouster,
won a record 68 seats on its
own and 77 seats with its 11
allies. Deposed premier
Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League was barred from con-

Rahman becomes the
first male to hold the top
post in the country of 170
million people in 35 years.

testing polls after its registra-
tion was revoked by the Elec-
tion Commission.

Jamaat and its allies — in-
cluding the National Citizen
Party, led by youth activists
who played a prominent role
in the movement that toppled
Hasina — will form the oppo-
sition.

President Mohammed Sha-
habuddin officiated as Rah-
man and his cabinet took their
oaths in the presence of senior
political figures, diplomats,
civil and military officials,
and representatives from invit-
ed countries, including China,
India and Pakistan. Lok Sabha
speaker Om Birla, who landed
in Dhaka earlier on Tuesday,
represented India.

Modi congratulates Tarique,
invites him to visit India

New Delhi: Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla met Tarique Rah-
man on Tuesday and handed over a warm letter by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inviting Bangladesh's newly-sworn-in
prime minister to India. Additionally, Birla also spoke to Rah-
man over the phone and conveyed PM Modi's congratulations.
The letter from PM Modi read, "l extend my warmest congrat-
ulations to you on the victory of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party at the just-concluded parliamentary elections in Ban-
gladesh and on your appointment as the next Prime Minister
of Bangladesh." PM Modi's letter also extended an invitation
to Rahman, his wife Dr Zubaida and his daughter Zaima to
visit India at a "mutually convenient time". "A warm welcome
awaits you in India," he added in the congratulatory letter.

Rahman’s BNP bagged
209 out of 297 seats,
while right-wing Ja-
maat-e-Islami secured 68
seats in the 13th parliamen-
tary elections. Deposed
premier Sheikh Hasina's
Awami League was barred
from contesting polls.

Breaking with tradition, the
swearing-in ceremony was
held under the open sky at the
South Plaza of the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban, the national
parliament building, instead of
the Bangabhaban, the presi-

dent’s official residence where
such events are usually organ-
ised.

Rahman’s elevation caps a
long and turbulent political
journey. He returned to Ban-
gladesh last year after 17
years of self-imposed exile in
London, arriving shortly be-
fore his mother’s death.

In his first remarks after the
election, Rahman urged calm
and restraint, saying: “Peace,
law and order must be main-
tained at any cost.” He called
on supporters to avoid retalia-
tion, warning: “We will not
tolerate any kind of chaos.”

Kapil, Gavaskar
bat for jailed
Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD

More than a dozen former inter-
national cricket captains, includ-
ing India's Sunil Gavaskar and
Kapil Deyv, rallied Tuesday for
jailed Pakistan ex-premier Imran
Khan, appealing the Islamabad
government to give him "ade-
quate" medical treatment. The
statement, signed by 14 captains
and seen by AFP, demands the
proper care of Khan, a former
World Cup-winning captain who
according to his lawyer has lost
most of the vision in his right eye.
Khan has been in jail since
2023 and was sentenced late last
year along with his wife to 17
years on corruption charges they
both deny. His lawyer visited
Khan in jail last week and later
submitted a report to Pakistan's
chief justice and the SC detail-
ing his concerns and requesting
treatment for his client.

Don’t fear Al prepare for it: Modi reassures India’s youth
v ITINDIA SHOULD BE AMONG 3 Al SUPERPOWERS'_I

The Prime Minister said India should be among top 3 Artificial
Intelligence (Al) superpowers globally as he unveiled his
vision for India in 2047. He further said as the first global

Al summit is hosted in the Global South, India is creating a
platform that amplifies under-represented voices and devel-

opment priorities. Reflecting his thoughts on fundamental
| principle to achieve self-reliance, Modi said that India must |

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday sought to
allay concerns over the im-
pact of artificial intelligence
(AI) on employment, assert-
ing that the government is
proactively investing in
large-scale skilling and
re-skilling initiatives to pre-
pare Indians for an Al-driven
future.

Addressing apprehensions
that rapid advances in Al
could displace jobs, the PM
said fear often stems from a
lack of preparedness. He

stressed that the govern-
ment’s focus is on equipping
the workforce, particularly
the youth, with the skills re-
quired to adapt to emerging
technologies rather than re-
sisting change. According to
him, technology-led transi-
tions have historically creat-
ed new opportunities, provid-
ed societies invest early in
human capital.

The remarks came against the
backdrop of the ongoing Al
Summit in New Delhi, where
global leaders, industry ex-
perts and policymakers have
been discussing the opportu-

nities and challenges posed by
artificial intelligence. The
summit has become a focal
point for debates on regula-
tion, innovation and the future
of work in the age of Al,
bringing together voices from
government, business and ac-

not just consume technology but create one.

ademia to shape a shared vi-
sion for the technology’s de-
velopment.

Preparation is the best anti-
dote to fear. That is why we
have been investing in skill-
ing and re-skilling our people

for an Al-driven future,” he
said, adding that the govern-
ment is committed to
strengthening every effort by
the talented youth to make Al
a force multiplier for innova-
tion and inclusion.
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E-attendance
must for students
from2026-27

Bengaluru
The department of
school education and lit-
eracy has re-issued an or-
der making e-attendance
mandatory for studentsin
govt and aided primary
schools, high schools, and
pre-university colleges
starting from the 2026—
27 academic year. In the
previous budget, the govt
announced the ‘Niran-
thara’ programme to re-
cord e-attendance
through facial recognition
of children and Rs 5 crore
was allocated for the in-
stallation of artificial intel-
ligence-based mobile and
other equipment. Howev-
er, it was not implement-
ed in 2025-26. Therefore,
the previous order was
withdrawn, and instruc-
tions were issued to im-
plement it from 2026-27
through the e-governance
centre of the department
of personnel and adminis-
trative reforms at a cost of
Rs 2.2 crore. Meanwhile,
the department issued
another order making at-
tendance confirmation
through a mobile applica-
tion, Karnataka Attend-
ance Management Sys-
tem (KAMS), mandatory
for all teaching and
non-teaching staff of gov-
ernment schools and
colleges.

Additional stop for 4
trains at Nayandahalli
station

Bengaluru
From Tuesday, four major
express trains will make
an additional stop at
Nayandahalli railway sta-
tion. The Railway Depart-
ment has approved addi-
tional halting at Nayan-
dahalli Railway Station
for the Mysore-KSR Ban-
galore City Chamundi Ex-
press (16215/16216), My-
sore-Bagalkot Basava
Express (17307/17308),
Thoothukudi-Mysore Ex-
press (16235/16236)
and Mysore-Pandharpur
Gol Gumbaz Express
(16535/16535). Union
Minister of State for Rail-
ways and Jal Shakti V
Somanna flagged off the
train stop on Tuesday
and will also inaugurated
the KSR Bengalu-
ru-Nayandahalli (on Vi-
jayanagar-Mysore road)
road flyover.

K’taka private bus operators
blame 'Shakti' for losses

Alleging that the state government's Shakti Yojana has been causing huge
losses to private bus owners, the Karnataka Transport Association appealed

BENGALURU

The Shakti Yojana is causing
a lot of trouble to private bus
owners, leading to a situation
where many bus owners are
not taking their vehicles on
the road. The Karnataka
Transport Association Feder-
ation has appealed to CM Sid-
daramaiah to restrict the
scope of the Shakti Yojana to
within the district limits.

The demands of various or-
ganizations were discussed in
the budget preparatory meet-
ings held at the Vidhana
Soudha on Monday. During
this, the Karnataka Transport
Associations Federation said
that the Shakti Yojana is not
only affecting the situation of
the owners, but also the driv-
ers, conductors and other de-
pendent families who depend
on the buses. Since this is also
causing loss to the govern-
ment exchequer, it has re-

to CM Siddaramaiah to limit the project to distric

quested that the scope of the
Shakti Yojana be restricted to
the district limits to facilitate
the same.

It has also appealed that if
the Race Course site is devel-
oped as a Pay and Use bus
stop, the traffic congestion at
Majestic and Anand Rao Cir-
cle will be reduced and the
government will receive addi-
tional revenue.

During a meeting with
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,

the alliance. It has appealed to
amend the aggregator rules
and impose a clear and com-
plete ban on bike taxis in the
state. It has been stated that
the order to formulate rules to
allow two-wheelers to operate
as bike taxis without formu-
lating a separate government
policy, license and safety
standards is causing serious
harm to the legal auto and taxi
sector.

Although aggregator com-

t limits

panies are required to pay 1.5
percent royalty to the govern-
ment as per the prevailing
rules, the state government
has suffered a huge loss of
revenue due to its non-recov-
ery. This amount is equivalent
to crores of rupees and it is
requested to immediately im-
plement strict implementation
measures and protect the le-
gitimate income of the gov-
ernment. Minister G
Parameshwar said that Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah gives
what is due to our community.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah held a meeting with the
Scheduled Caste MLAs of the
ruling party at the Vidhana
Soudha and discussed the
budget for 2026-27. Sched-
uled Caste Ministers and
MLAs, Chief Secretary to the
Government Shalini Ra-
jneesh, and officials of the
Finance Department were
present.

Woman secretly
filmed in stadium
restroom, faces
blackmail

BENGALURU

A 32-year-old woman has al-
leged that she was secretly
filmed while using the re-
stroom at Koramangala Indoor
Stadium during a Women's
Throwball and Cricket (WTC)
tournament, and is now being
blackmailed by an unknown
individual demanding a private
video call and money. The vic-
tim, a resident of Yelahanka,
filed a complaint with the Cy-
ber Crime police on February
13. She told authorities that the
incident on the second day of
the tournament, which was held
from February 6 to 8. It was
during her visit to the women's
restroom that the alleged film-
ing took place. According to the
complaint, the miscreant initial-
ly reached out to her friend,
mistakenly believing the Insta-
gram account belonged to the
victim. Once her friend saw the
video and photos, she immedi-
ately alerted the victim. The
miscreant then began threaten-
ing the victim, demanding vid-
eo calls and money, and
claimed he would release addi-
tional private videos.

Dubai cops in B'luru to
study Safe City Project

BENGALURU

A high-level delegation from
Dubai Police, led by Briga-
dier Turki Bin Fares, Director
of the General Department of
Operations, visited the Benga-
luru City Police headquarters
on Monday to study technolo-
gy-driven initiatives under the
Safe City project. The team
toured the police Command and
Control Centre, the Namma 112
integrated emergency response
platform, and the Traffic Man-
agement Centre (TMC).

The officers held detailed
discussions with City Police
Commissioner B. Dayananda
and senior officials on modern
policing practices, focusing on
the extensive CCTV network,
analytical tools, and other

tech-enabled law enforcement
strategies. They examined the
command room equipped with
real-time surveillance and Au-
tomatic Number Plate Recogni-
tion (ANPR) systems, and re-
viewed the functioning of Nam-
ma 112, which integrates po-
lice, fire and ambulance ser-
vices under a single emergency
helpline.

At the TMC, the delegation
observed intelligent transporta-
tion systems, live traffic moni-
toring and digital mobility solu-
tions. The visitors appreciated
the quick response time of
Namma 112, women’s safety
islands and large-scale crowd
management during New Year
celebrations, noting Bengalu-
ru’s success in policing a large
and diverse population.

BNCC holds progress review meet

BENGALURU

A progress review meeting
was held on Tuesday at the
Office of the Joint Commis-
sioner, Bagalagunte Zone-2,
Hesaraghatta Main Road, un-
der the joint Chairmanship of
Commissioner of Bengaluru
North City Corporation, Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar and MLA
of Dasarahalli Assembly Con-
stituency, S Muniraju.

The MLA reviewed and
discussed the progress of var-
ious departments and ongoing
development works related to
Ward Nos. 12, 13, 14, and 15
of Dasarahalli Assembly Con-
stituency, including the fol-
lowing key subjects:

POW works, SCP-TSP
works, Works under the
Nagarothana Scheme, Arterial
and Sub-Arterial road works,
Distribution of title deeds by
the Slum Board, Protection of
government lands, Develop-
ment of parks and lakes,
Desilting of stormwater

drains, Welfare schemes in-
cluding subsidy payments to
beneficiaries of onti mane
schemes, Disposal of e-Kha-
ta applications, Filling of pot-
holes and road repair works,
Removal of unauthorized /
illegal buildings, Encroach-
ment clearance drives on foot-
paths, Removal of dry and
dangerous trees and branches.

After detailed discussions,
the Commissioner instructed
to expedite and complete
POW and SCP-TSP works,
Nagarothana Scheme works,
and arterial and sub-arterial
road works within the zone
limits at the earliest.

The Commissioner re-
viewed matters relating to
distribution of title deeds by
the Slum Board, protection of
government lands, develop-
ment of parks and lakes, and
desilting of stormwater
drains, and instructed con-
cerned officials to take neces-
sary action.

Officials were directed to

take action to remove unau-
thorized and illegal buildings,
clear encroachments on foot-
paths, and ensure removal of
dry and dangerous trees and
branches to safeguard public
safety. Officials were instruct-
ed to identify all encroached
footpaths within Zone-2 lim-
its, fix a schedule, and carry
out encroachment clearance
drives in coordination with
the corporation teams.

Officials were directed to
ensure effective implementa-
tion of welfare schemes so
that benefits reach the public
efficiently. Strict instructions
were also given to identify
and remove unauthorized and
illegal buildings within the
zone limits.

The meeting was attended
by Joint Commissioner Palla-
vi, Chief Engineer Yamuna,
Superintendent Engineer
Krishnakumar, officials of
various departments of the
City Corporation, and Police
Department officials.

Blackspots down by a quarter
across Bengaluru in 6 months

BENGALURU

There was a 28% reduction in
garbage blackspots across the
city in the past six months,
with the number dropping
from 1,144 in September
2025 to 823 in February 2026,
according to data from Ben-
galuru Solid Waste Manage-
ment Limited (BSWML).

Officials said the decline
reflects sustained solid waste
management interventions
across multiple city corpora-
tions, though the pace and
nature of action have varied
across regions.

While west and south Ben-
galuru showed sharper correc-
tions in clearing chronic
dumping points through en-
forcement and coordinated
clean-up drives, the central
and northern zones intensified
monitoring and infrastruc-
ture-led responses to tackle
persistent garbage hotspots.

In Bengaluru West city cor-
poration's jurisdiction, black-
spots declined sharply from

BENGALURU

In cases where property own-
ers within the KR Puram
Zone jurisdiction of the Ben-
galuru East City Corporation
have failed to pay property
tax for more than one year,
stringent action will be initi-
ated to recover the pending
dues through auction of such
properties, said Dr Sudha,
Joint Commissioner of KR
Puram Zone.

Under the provisions of
the Greater Bengaluru Gov-
ernance Act 2025, it is man-
datory for all property own-
ers or occupiers within the
city corporation limits to
pay property tax annually. In
cases where property tax re-
mains unpaid for more than
one year, recovery proce-
dures are undertaken as per
the Property Tax Assess-
ment, Collection and Ad-
ministration Rules 2024.

As per the Act and Rules,
show-cause notices and de-
mand notices were issued to
property tax defaulters,
granting sufficient time for
payment.

Despite repeated remind-
ers, including periodic mo-
bile message notifications,
certain property owners have
continued to default on pay-
ment, the Joint Commission-
er stated.

After providing ample op-

281 to 190. Localities such as
Rajajinagar, Vijayanagar, and
Basavanagudi saw sustained
clearance of chronic dumping
points, aided by tighter sur-
veillance, improved door-to-
door waste collection, and
stronger ward-level enforce-
ment to prevent fresh accu-
mulation, officials said. Ben-
galuru South city corporation
also recorded notable prog-
ress, bringing the blackspot
count down from 173 to 119.

Jayanagar, Pad-
manabhanagar, and BTM
Layout reported visible im-
provement following focused
clean-up drives, closer super-
vision by ward officials, and
continuous monitoring mech-

PROPERTY AUCTION FOR TAX DUES

anisms aimed at curbing
re-dumping. In contrast, Ben-
galuru East city corporation
registered only a marginal
drop in numbers, from 167 to
146, the lowest improvement
across the city's civic jurisdic-
tions. Rapidly expanding ar-
eas like KR Pura and Ma-
hadevapura continued to ac-
count for a significant number
of illegal dumping sites, un-
derscoring the pressures of
fast-paced urbanisation, con-
struction debris generation,
and inconsistent waste segre-
gation practices.

In Bengaluru Central city
corporation, the focus was on
institutionalising monitoring
mechanisms aligned with the
Swachh Survekshan stan-
dards, officials said. Civic
authorities trained field teams
on evaluation criteria and
compliance benchmarks,
while appointing a Deputy
General Manager and a dedi-
cated nodal officer to track
garbage blackspot removal
and toilet maintenance.

i

Pricey trend: Seasonal
squeeze leaves fruit
lovers feel the pinch

BENGALURU

Traders attribute the spike to
seasonal fluctuations and in-
consistent arrivals. The city
sources much of its fruit sup-
ply from Maharashtra,
Haveri, Devanahalli and other
parts of Karnataka. As arriv-
als tighten, prices have
climbed across the board. Ba-
nanas, which were priced at
Rs 40, are now selling for
around Rs 70 per kg. Pome-
granates, which earlier re-
tailed at Rs 100120 per kg,
have surged to Rs 160-200
per kg.

Grapes, too, have seen a
sharp jump. The price of
green varieties went up from
Rs 100 per kg to Rs 160. Ap-
ples, priced Rs 120 earlier, are
now selling for around Rs 180
per kg. Guavas, once avail-
able for Rs 100-120 per kg,
are currently priced at nearly
Rs 140. Black grapes cost Rs
240-280 per kg. Among rela-
tively affordable options, wa-
termelon and muskmelon are
selling at about Rs 50 per
piece, while sapota ranges be-
tween Rs 100 and Rs 140 per
kg. Traders at KR Market told
that the recent spike is partly
due to stock accumulation by
a handful of wholesalers
ahead of the festive season,
which has temporarily tight-
ened supply.

For consumers, however,
the explanations offer little
comfort. P Anupama, a home-

Buying fruits is steadily
becoming more
expensive for
residents, with most
varieties in city
markets witnessing a
price rise of at least 20
percent over the past
six weeks

maker from South End Circle,
said the increase is evident
everywhere including on on-
line platforms. I came to KR
Market thinking prices would
be lower than in other parts of
the city. But even here, apples
are selling at Rs 200 per kg,
which is very high. Still, since
fruits are healthy, I don't want
my children to miss out on
them in their daily diet, she
said.

Experts suggest that the
prices will continue to be high
till the end of the month.

R Selvarajan, Director of
ICAR—National Research
Centre for Banana, said, farm-
ers are increasingly looking at
the Mumbai market, as it is
more attractive now. Bananas
are widely consumed, includ-
ing by diabetics. Compared to
many other states, Karnataka
currently has lower supply,
while demand went up as
more people are seeking ba-
nanas. Supplies are likely to
improve in April and May
with the arrival of the new
harvest.

HC orders inspection
of PGAWA to check
norm adherence

BENGALURU

The High Court has ordered
an inspection of the premises
of members of the Paying
Guest Accommodation Wel-
fare Association (PGAWA),
Bengaluru, to assess whether
they have conformed to the
guidelines issued by the civic
authorities.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj
observed in his order that the
authorities have to examine
whether the constructions put
up by the petitioners and
members of the petitioner as-
sociation are in accordance
with the sanctioned plan. If no
plan sanction was granted,
they have to examine whether
it is in accordance with the
applicable building bylaws in
all respects and whether the
use of the premises is permit-
ted under the relevant zonal
regulations.

The inspection has to be
carried out from 10.30 am on
February 18 and completed
within two weeks thereafter.

The Court said the petition-
ers could participate in the
inspection if they chose to do
so, or depute their respective
representatives. In the event
of the petitioners not partici-

pating in the inspection and/
or not cooperating with the
inspection, they would not be
entitled to any equitable con-
sideration, the judge added,
while directing the matter to
be listed for further consider-
ation on March 16.

The petitioner association
has challenged various notic-
es issued by BBMP, the then
civic authority, to its members
in 2024-25.

BBMP had mandated that
each facility must have all en-
tries, exits, and corridors under
CCTYV surveillance, with soft-
ware and hardware to ensure
the storage of 90 days of foot-
age from each camera. It said
it must be ensured that, as per
occupancy-related building
norms, every occupant has not
less than 70sqft of space per
head, and that the licence must
be issued for a particular num-
ber of occupants. It also man-
dated that facilities must have
clean and hygienic washroom
facilities for the occupants,
and a source of potable drink-
ing water. It said if the facility
has its own mass kitchen, then
it must obtain an FSSAI li-
cence within three months of
service of the trade licence
from BBMP.

il 2

portunities, it has been de-
cided to initiate distress sale
(auction) proceedings
against 33 defaulted proper-
ties within the KR Puram
Zone in accordance with the
law and rules.

As part of the next step,
the auction process will be
conducted on February 21 at
11.00 AM in front of the
Joint Commissioner’s Of-
fice, KR Puram Zone-2.The
public are hereby invited to

‘Will recover property tax dues via auction of defaulted properties’
W -l O s

participate in the auction
process.

However, if the defaulting
property owners clear the en-
tire pending property tax dues
before the commencement of
the auction process, the con-
cerned property will be with-
drawn from the auction. Prop-
erty owners may also submit
any representations or griev-
ances to the Joint Commis-
sioner’s Office prior to the
auction.
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Online Applications
Invited for Karnataka
One Franchisees

Vijayapura
The district administra-
tion has invited online
applications to estab-
lish Karnataka One
franchise centres in
various urban local
bodies across the dis-
trict to facilitate deliv-
ery of multiple govern-
ment services under
one roof. The initiative
aims to provide seam-
less access to a wide
range of citizen-centric
services offered by dif-
ferent departments of
the State government.
Interested applicants
can set up franchise
centres in urban local
bodies including
Alamel, Basavana
Bagewadi, Devar Hip-
paragi, Muddebihal,
Sindagi, Talikoti, Tikota
and Vijayapur city. Eli-
gible candidates must
submit their applica-
tions online through
the official Karnataka
One website. The last
date to apply is March
3, according to a press
release issued by Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Odaram.

Couple
Assaulted After
Dispute

Belagavi
A shocking incident
was reported from Be-
nakanahalli village
where a husband and
wife were allegedly as-
saulted by villagers af-
ter they arrived at the
local panchayat to re-
solve a domestic dis-
pute. According to
sources, the couple
had reportedly been in-
volved in a personal
quarrel and decided to
approach the village el-
ders seeking mediation
and reconciliation.
However, the situation
escalated when some
villagers allegedly in-
tervened aggressively,
leading to a physical
assault on both the
husband and the wife.
Eyewitnesses stated
that heated arguments
broke out during the
panchayat proceed-
ings. Instead of facili-
tating a peaceful set-
tlement, a few individ-
vals reportedly took
the law into their hands
and attacked the cou-
ple. The assault left
both of them injured
and in distress.

RajuKage to
Contest from
Kagwadin2028

Belagavi
Putting an end to spec-
ulationin the town, a
senior Congress leader
has clarified that sitting
MLA Raju Kage will
contest again from the
Kagwad Assembly con-
stituency in the 2028
elections. Addressing
party workers and sup-
porters, the leader stat-
ed that there is no con-
fusion regarding the
candidature and that
Raju Kage remains the
official and unanimous
choice of the party for
the upcoming Assem-
bly polls. He said ru-
mours suggesting a
possible change of
candidate were base-
less and politically mo-
tivated. In recent
weeks, discussions had
gained momentum in
local political circles
about potential aspir-
ants eyeing the ticket
from Kagwad.

Sarvajna Jayanti
Celebrationin Vijayapura

District administration to hold Sarvajna Jayanti
programme on February 20 in city

VIJAYAPURA

The district administration,
Zilla Panchayat and the De-
partment of Kannada and Cul-
ture will jointly organize the
birth anniversary celebration
of saint poet Sarvajna on Feb-
ruary 20 at 10.30 am at Kan-
dagal Shri Hanumantharaya
Rangamandir in the city.

As part of the celebrations,
a procession will be taken out
at 9.30 am from Shri Sid-
dheshwara Temple to the ven-
ue, carrying a portrait of the
revered poet. Various cultural
troupes and members of the
public are expected to partic-
ipate in the procession, add-
ing a festive and devotional
atmosphere to the event.

District in-charge Minister
and Minister for Large and
Medium Industries and Infra-
structure Development M. B.
Patil will inaugurate the pro-
gramme. The function will be
presided over by MLA
Basangouda Patil Yatnal.

Several dignitaries will at-
tend the event as chief guests,

including Textile, Sugarcane
Development and Agriculture
Marketing Minister Shiva-
nand Patil, MLC and Opposi-
tion Chief Whip Ravikumar
N, Karnataka Government
Special Representative-2 in
New Delhi and MLA Prakash
B. Hukkeri, Chairman of Kar-
nataka Soaps and Detergents
Limited and MLA Appaji C.
S. Nadagouda, Members of
Parliament Ramesh Jigajinagi
and Sudha Murty, along with
other public representatives
and officials.

On the occasion, Sangappa
Kumbara will deliver a spe-
cial lecture highlighting the

life, philosophy and literary
contributions of Sarvajna,
whose tripadis continue to in-
fluence Kannada literature
and social thought. Smt. Man-
jula Hipparagi will present a
musical programme, adding
cultural vibrancy to the cele-
bration.

According to a release from
the Department of Kannada
and Culture, citizens have
been invited to participate in
large numbers and pay hom-
age to the saint poet, whose
teachings emphasized moral
values, social harmony and
wisdom that remain relevant
even today.

District-Level Guarantee
Workshop and Utsav Held

KOPPAL

Backward Classes Welfare,
Kannada and Culture Min-
ister and Koppal District In-
charge Minister Shivaraj S.
Tangadagi said that the
state’s five guarantee
schemes have enabled
mothers to live with dignity
and self-respect.

He was speaking after in-
augurating the district-level
Guarantee Workshop and
Guarantee Utsav organized
at Madhushree Garden in
Koppal city by the district
administration and Zilla
Panchayat to review the im-
plementation of the Karna-
taka Government’s flagship
guarantee schemes.

The Minister stated that
women are utilizing savings
from the schemes to start
small businesses, run grocery
shops, take up dairy farming,
and pay school fees for their
children. Development is not
limited to roads and tanks.
True development happens
when every individual pro-
gresses. That is why our gov-
ernment implemented the
five guarantees, he said, add-
ing that statewide outreach
programmes are being con-
ducted to assess whether
benefits have reached intend-
ed beneficiaries.

State Guarantee Schemes
Implementation Authority
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Chairman H.M. Revanna
said that X1.12 lakh crore
has been directly transferred
to beneficiaries’ accounts
through DBT. Under the
Shakti scheme, 670 crore
free bus journeys have been
availed by women across
the state. He noted that suc-
cessive governments have
introduced progressive wel-
fare measures and that the
present administration has
fulfilled its commitments,
including implementing all
five guarantees.

Koppal MP K. Rajashekar
Hitnal presided over the
event and said schemes
such as Gruha Lakshmi,
Gruha Jyothi, Yuva Nidhi,
Anna Bhagya, and Shakti
have strengthened econom-
ically weaker sections, es-
pecially agricultural labour-
ers and women, enabling
them to travel, work, and
live with financial security.

State Vice-Chairman S.R.
Mehrooz Khan highlighted
that Karnataka ranks first in

women empowerment indi-
cators, attributing reduced
unemployment and in-
creased per capita income to
the guarantee initiatives.

A special lecture on the
schemes was delivered by
B.C. Basavaraj of Jagruta
Karnataka, who cited data
showing increased GST
growth, higher retail sales,
and improved household
incomes.

During the programme, a
gender equality poster un-
der the Sanjeevini scheme
was released, and selected
beneficiaries from various
taluks were felicitated. Ex-
hibition stalls showcasing
information on Shakti, Gru-
ha Jyothi, Gruha Lakshmi,
Anna Bhagya, and Yuva
Nidhi schemes, along with
self-help group products,
attracted significant atten-
tion. Senior district offi-
cials, authority members,
and a large number of bene-
ficiaries attended the work-
shop and celebration.

Vijayapura to Celebrate
Jayanti Grandly

Shivaji

VIJAYAPURA

Vijayapur is set to witness a
grand celebration of the birth
anniversary of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj on February
19 under the joint auspices of
the district administration,
Zilla Panchayat and the De-
partment of Kannada and Cul-
ture. The event aims to pay
rich tributes to the legendary
warrior king and inspire citi-
zens, especially the younger
generation, to imbibe his ide-
als of courage, governance
and patriotism.

According to an official re-
lease, the main programme
will be held at 10.30 am at
Kandagal Shri Hanuman-
tharaya Rangamandir in the
city. Prior to the formal func-
tion, a grand procession will
be taken out at 9.30 am from
Shivaji Circle to the venue.
The procession is expected to
witness participation from
various cultural troupes,
school and college students,
community organizations and
members of the public, creat-
ing a festive atmosphere
across the city.

District in-charge Minister
and Minister for Large and
Medium Industries and Infra-
structure Development M. B.
Patil will inaugurate the cele-

District administration
announces grand
February 19 celebrations
with procession,
dignitaries, and cultural
programmes.

brations. The function will be
presided over by MLA
Basangouda Patil Yatnal. Sev-
eral prominent leaders and
dignitaries will grace the oc-
casion as chief guests, includ-
ing Textile, Sugarcane Devel-
opment and Agriculture Mar-
keting Minister Shivanand
Patil, MLC and Opposition
Chief Whip Ravikumar N,
Karnataka Government Spe-
cial Representative-2 in New
Delhi and MLA Prakash B.
Hukkeri, Chairman of Karna-
taka Soaps and Detergents
Limited and MLA Appaji C.

. A
S. Nadagouda, Members of
Parliament Ramesh Jigajinagi
and Sudha Murty, along with
other elected representatives
and senior officials.

The programme will also
feature a special lecture by
Kashinath Konenavar, high-
lighting the life, achievements
and enduring legacy of Shiva-
ji Maharaj. Adding a cultural
touch to the celebrations,
Ranganath Battase and his
team will present a dance dra-
ma depicting significant epi-
sodes from the life of the
Maratha ruler.

Officials have urged citi-
zens to participate in large
numbers and make the event
a meaningful tribute to the
iconic leader, whose vision of
good governance and social
justice continues to resonate
across generations.

Grand women’s cultural festival to be held in Vijayapura this April

State-Level Women’s
Cultural Festival Planne

VIJAYAPURA

Vijayapur is set to host a
State-level Women’s Cultural
Festival in the last week of
April, with elaborate prepara-
tions underway under the
guidance of district authori-
ties. The festival will be orga-
nized at Karnataka State Ak-
kamahadevi Women’s Uni-
versity, bringing together
women artists, scholars and
achievers from across the
State.

Chairing a preliminary
meeting at the District Collec-
tor’s office, Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Ananda K directed
officials to make necessary
arrangements and ensure sys-
tematic planning for the suc-
cessful conduct of the event.
The festival will be jointly
organized by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
the university and the Depart-
ment of Kannada and Culture.

Officials discussed forming
various committees compris-
ing officers from different
departments to oversee re-
sponsibilities and streamline
coordination. Emphasis was
laid on ensuring active partic-
ipation of women’s organiza-
tions and associations from
across the district and State.

Sixth Standard Admissions
Deadline Extended Till Feb 28

VIJAYAPURA

The Department of Minority Welfare has extended the last date
for submission of online applications for admission to Class 6
for the academic year 2026-27 in residential schools functioning

under its jurisdiction.

Admissions are open for Morarji Desai Residential Schools,
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Residential Schools, and Government
Muslim Residential Schools operating in the district. Eligible
students can submit their applications online through the Seva
Sindhu portal until February 28, 2026.

The admission process will cover students belonging to minori-
ty communities including Muslim, Christian, Jain, Buddhist,
Sikh, and Parsi communities. As per the guidelines, 75 percent
of seats are reserved for minority students, while 25 percent are
allocated to other categories. Selection will be made based on
merit or through an entrance examination, as prescribed.

Importantly, 50 percent of the total seats in these residential
schools have been reserved for girl students, ensuring encour-
agement of education among girls from disadvantaged back-
grounds. The annual income of the applicant’s parents should
not exceed %2.50 lakh to be eligible for admission.

Students can directly apply through the official Seva Sindhu
website at https://sevasindhuservices.karnataka.gov.in. The de-
partment has urged parents and guardians to complete the ap-
plication process well before the deadline to avoid last-minute

technical issues.

For further information, candidates and parents may contact
the District Minority Welfare Office at 08352-295523. Taluk-lev-
el Minority Information Centres and Extension Officers are also
available for assistance across Vijayapura district, including Indi,
Basavana Bagewadi, Muddebihal, Sindagi, and other taluks. Con-
tact numbers of respective officials and principals of the con-
cerned residential schools have been provided for guidance.

HUNGER-FREE KARNATAKA INITIATIV

The festival will feature a
wide range of cultural and in-
tellectual programmes. These
include performances by
women artists and local cul-
tural troupes, women’s poets’
meets, panel discussions, spe-
cial lectures, and interactive
sessions with accomplished
women achievers from di-
verse fields. A dance and mu-
sic segment, along with the-
atre presentations, will high-
light the creative talents of
women.

Student-focused activities
such as painting camps, quiz
competitions, debates, essay
writing, rangoli contests and
extempore speech competi-
tions will also be organized.
In addition, exhibitions and
sales stalls showcasing wom-

en’s products, including hand-
icrafts, khadi items, handloom
products and locally prepared
food items, will be set up
during the festival.

A women'’s folk fair, sports
events and cultural competi-
tions are also planned as part
of the celebrations. The meet-
ing was attended by senior
district officials, police repre-
sentatives, university authori-
ties and heads of various de-
partments, who assured full
cooperation for the smooth
conduct of the programme.

The festival aims to cele-
brate women’s contributions
in cultural, literary and social
spheres while providing a vi-
brant platform to showcase
their talent and entrepreneur-
ial skills at the State level.

Annabhagya Drives Hunger-Free

GADAG

The Annabhagya scheme, one
of the most people-centric
guarantees of the state gov-
ernment, has emerged as a
historic initiative that recog-
nizes food security as a fun-
damental right. Launched
with the objective of eliminat-
ing hunger and malnutrition
among economically weaker
families, the programme to-
day stands as a beacon of
hope for lakhs of beneficiaries
across Karnataka.

The primary aim of the
scheme is to ensure continu-
ous food security for families
living below the poverty line.
Through the Public Distribu-
tion System, eligible house-
holds receive free rice and
essential food grains, provid-
ing crucial support for their
daily sustenance. By reducing
household expenditure on
food, families are able to allo-
cate saved resources toward
education, healthcare, and
other essential needs, thereby

Karnataka
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improving their overall quali-
ty of life.

In rural areas, agricultural
labourers, daily wage earn-
ers, and workers in the unor-
ganized sector have particu-
larly benefited from the
scheme. Amid uncertainties
in seasonal employment, as-
sured food supply has
strengthened their confidence
and financial stability. Simi-
larly, in urban centres,
low-income families have
experienced measurable im-
provements in living stan-
dards. Increased access to
nutritious food has positively
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influenced children’s health
and growth, while also sup-
porting the well-being of
women and elderly citizens.

The government has lever-
aged technology to enhance
transparency and efficiency in
implementation. Digital ration
cards, Aadhaar linkage, and
online monitoring systems
have curbed irregularities
and ensured timely distribu-
tion of food grains through
strengthened fair price shop
networks. Continuous moni-
toring and reforms have fur-
ther improved the scheme’s
credibility.

Vision Forward

Highlighting the humanitar-
ian commitment behind the
initiative, Gadag District In-
charge Minister H.K. Patil
stated, The Annabhagya
scheme symbolizes the gov-
ernment’s commitment to fill-
ing the stomachs of the poor.
Development is impossible
without food security. Deliv-
ering food grains to every el-
igible family remains our
priority.

In Gadag district alone, un-
der the Direct Benefit Trans-
fer facility, 3216.82 crore has
been credited to 2,34,190
BPL cardholders between
July 2023 and December
2024. From February 2025 to
January 2026, an additional
4,69,347 quintals of rice have
been distributed under the ex-
tra 5 kg allocation.

Overall, the Annabhagya
scheme represents a vital
milestone in building a hun-
ger-free, equitable, and pros-
perous Karnataka, reinforcing
the government’s pro-people
governance model.
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MLA Mahesh Launches
Park Development

MLA Mahesh inaugurates park, boosting amenities and greenery

Three Fodder
Stacks Completely
Gutted

Hireharakuni
A major fire accident
was reported in Hirehar-
akuni village, where
three fodder stacks
were completely gutted
after a sudden blaze
broke out. The incident
caused significant loss-
es to local farmers, rais-
ing concerns over fire
safety and storage
practices in rural areas.
According to sources,
the fire erupted unex-
pectedly and spread
rapidly due to dry
weather conditions and
the highly inflammable
nature of stored fodder.
Thick smoke was seen
billowing from the site,
alarming villagers who
rushed to the spotinan
attempt to control the
flames. However, the in-
tensity of the fire made
it difficult for residents
to contain it immediate-
ly. Local villagers imme-
diately alerted the fire
department.

Applications
Invited for Karnataka
One Centres

Gadag
The state government
has invited applications
for the establishment of
Karnataka One fran-
chisee centres in select
urban local bodies of
Gadag district. The initi-
ative aims to provide
multiple government
services under one roof,
ensuring convenient ac-
cess to citizens residing
in urban areas. Karnata-
ka One centres have
been set up across vari-
ous urban local bodies
to deliver services of
different state govern-
ment departments effi-
ciently. Through these
centres, residents can
avail themselves of es-
sential government ser-
vices closer to their
homes without having
to visit multiple offices.
The government has
also been implementing
several new schemes
through the Seva Sind-
hu portal, further
streamlining public ser-
vice delivery.

HUBBALLI

Development activities
gained momentum in Ward
No. 48 of Hubballi city as
MLA Mabhesh formally inau-
gurated the park develop-
ment project in the locality.
The initiative aims to en-
hance basic amenities, im-
prove greenery, and create a
better recreational space for
residents of the surrounding
neighborhoods.

The groundbreaking cere-
mony was held in the pres-
ence of local leaders, civic
officials, and residents. MLA
Mahesh launched the works
by performing a traditional
coconut-breaking ritual,
marking the formal com-
mencement of the project.
Speaking on the occasion, he
emphasized the importance
of well-maintained parks in
urban areas, noting that such
spaces play a crucial role in
promoting community
well-being and environmen-
tal sustainability.

According to officials, the
park development project
will include landscaping, in-
stallation of walking tracks,
children’s play equipment,
seating arrangements, im-
proved lighting facilities, and
beautification measures. The
initiative is expected to pro-
vide a safe and pleasant envi-
ronment for families, senior
citizens, and children who
frequent the area for leisure
and physical activities.

Residents of Ward No. 48
expressed their appreciation
for the commencement of the
works, stating that the park

had long required renovation
and modernization. Many lo-
cals highlighted that the up-
graded facilities would en-
courage more people to adopt
healthy lifestyles by utilizing
the open space for morning
walks, exercise, and social
gatherings.

MLA Mahesh assured the
public that the project would
be completed within the stip-
ulated timeframe and main-
tained properly after comple-
tion. He reiterated his com-
mitment to the overall devel-
opment of Hubballi city and
promised continued focus on
infrastructure improvements
across various wards.

Civic authorities stated that
the park development is part
of a broader plan to upgrade
public amenities across the
city. Once completed, the im-
proved park is expected to
serve as a model for similar
projects in other wards, con-
tributing to the city’s vision
of sustainable and inclusive
urban growth.

Prohibitory Orders around
Examination Centres Imposed

GADAG

The district administration
has imposed prohibitory or-
ders around examination cen-
tres in view of the ongoing
CBSE Class 10 and 12 exam-
inations. The examinations,
conducted by the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE), commenced on
February 17 and will continue
until April 11, with exams
scheduled from 10 am to 1.30
pm each day.

To ensure smooth conduct
of the examinations and to
prevent malpractices such as
copying and impersonation,
the district authorities have
declared a 200-metre radius
around six examination cen-
tres in the district as prohibit-
ed zones. The prohibitory or-
ders will remain in force from
February 17 to April 11.

According to the official
notification, restrictions will
be applicable daily from 8.30
am to 3 pm within the
200-metre perimeter of the
examination centres. The
move is aimed at maintaining
discipline, preventing unlaw-
ful activities, and ensuring

Section 144 enforced
near six centres during
CBSE exams till April 11

law and order during the ex-
amination period.

Under the order, gathering
of five or more persons within
the restricted area has been
strictly prohibited. Entry of
unauthorized individuals into
the designated zones has also
been banned. Only students
appearing for the examina-
tions and officials or staff as-
signed examination duties
will be permitted within the
restricted limits.

In addition, all xerox shops,
book stalls, and photocopy
centres located within the
200-metre radius of the exam-
ination centres have been di-

rected to remain closed during
the specified hours. Authori-
ties believe this measure will
help curb any attempts to fa-
cilitate unfair practices.

The district administration
has also reiterated that mobile
phones and other communica-
tion devices are strictly pro-
hibited inside examination
centres. Students have been
advised to strictly adhere to
the guidelines and cooperate
with officials to ensure the
examinations are conducted
in a fair and peaceful manner.

The Deputy Commissioner
and District Magistrate, in a
statement, emphasized that
strict action will be taken
against anyone found violating
the prohibitory orders during
the examination period.

Newly appointed DC to visit tahsildar offices, receive public grievances

Snehal R Appointed Dharwad
Deputy Commissioner

NAVALGUND

Snehal R has been appointed
as the new Deputy Commis-
sioner of Dharwad district,
marking an important admin-
istrative development for the
region. As part of his initial
engagements after assuming
office, he is scheduled to un-
dertake field visits to review
the functioning of key reve-
nue offices and directly inter-
act with members of the
public.

According to official sourc-
es, on February 18 at 10.30
am, the Deputy Commission-
er will visit the Tahsildar’s
office in Navalgund town.
During the visit, he will as-
sess the day-to-day operations
of the office, examine admin-
istrative procedures, and re-
view the delivery of public
services. The visit is aimed at
ensuring efficiency, transpar-
ency, and accountability in
the functioning of the revenue

department at the taluk level.

Following the review meet-
ing, Snehal R will hold a pub-
lic grievance session at the
same venue. Citizens will
have the opportunity to pres-
ent their complaints, requests,
and concerns directly to the
district’s top administrative
officer. Officials stated that
such interactions are intended
to strengthen communication
between the administration
and the public, while also en-
abling prompt redressal of
issues.

Later in the day, at 3 pm,
the Tahsildar of Annigeri

town is also scheduled to vis-
it the office and receive griev-
ances from residents, as con-
firmed in a statement issued
by the taluk administration.
The coordinated effort reflects
the administration’s focus on
accessibility and responsive-
ness to public needs.

The district administration
has encouraged citizens to
make use of the grievance re-
dressal opportunity and sub-
mit relevant documents to
facilitate quicker resolution of
their issues. The Deputy
Commissioner’s visit is ex-
pected to provide fresh mo-
mentum to administrative re-
forms and improve service
delivery mechanisms across
Dharwad district.

Officials believe that regu-
lar inspections and direct en-
gagement with the public will
help identify ground-level
challenges and ensure more
effective governance in the
district.

Forest Fire Destroys Mango Orchard in Dharwad

DHARWAD

A major fire incident on the
outskirts of a forest area in
Dharwad taluk has destroyed
a thriving mango orchard
spread across nearly one and
a half acres, leaving a young
farmer devastated. The inci-
dent occurred near Venkata-
pura village, where flames
that reportedly began at the
edge of the forest quickly
spread to adjoining farmland.

Manjunath Havaladar, a
young farmer from Venkata-
pura, had cultivated mango
saplings on his two-acre ag-
ricultural land with hopes of
reaping a good harvest this
year. According to sources,

the mango trees were in
healthy condition, with flow-
ers and tender mangoes
(midi) developing well. The
farmer was expect-
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ing a promising m
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However, his aspira- =« =

tions were reduced =~
to ashes when the &
fire engulfed his or- (%
chard. \:
Preliminary infor- ¥
mation suggests that '
the blaze was al- ‘&
legedly started by (&
miscreants at the
forest edge. The fire soon
spread to Havaladar’s mango
plantation, resulting in exten-
sive damage. Around 80

HMC

HUBBALLI

The growing menace of stray
cattle and stray dogs in the
twin cities of Hubballi-Dhar-
wad has once again come un-
der focus, with the Hubbal-
li-Dharwad Municipal Corpo-
ration (HMC) planning a
major initiative to address the
issue. While discussions on
stray animals frequently sur-
face during general body
meetings, the corporation has
now decided to move forward
with a concrete plan to con-
trol stray cattle, though it has
remained silent so far on mea-
sures to tackle stray dogs.

As part of its strategy,
HMC is planning to introduce
a unique identification num-

ber system for cattle on the
lines of Aadhaar. The move
aims to simplify the identifi-
cation and tracking of cattle
within the corporation limits.
The decision comes in re-
sponse to increasing com-
plaints about stray cattle
roaming on major roads,
causing traffic congestion and
posing risks to motorists and
pedestrians.

The proposed system will

Plans Umque IDs for Cattle

mango trees were completely
gutted in the incident. As
soon as the family became
aware of the fire, nearly eight
to ten villagers
rushed to the spot
and worked togeth-
- er to control the
flames. Though
- they managed to
/7, prevent the fire
/i from spreading fur-
& ther, the damage to

o the orchard had al-
8 ready been done,
s with several trees
burnt to the ground.

The flames also threatened
adjacent agricultural fields,
creating panic among nearby
farmers. Fortunately, with

collective efforts, the
fire was brought under
control before it could
cause additional destruction.
Despite the swift response,
Manjunath is estimated to
have suffered a financial
loss of approximately Rs 2
lakh.

Villagers have urged the
horticulture department to
immediately assess the dam-
age and extend compensation
and support to the affected
farmer. They have also called
for stricter vigilance in for-
est-edge areas to prevent
such incidents in the future
and safeguard the livelihoods
of farmers dependent on or-
chard cultivation.

be implemented under the An-
imal Digital Information Sys-
tem. Initially conceived to
address the stray cattle prob-
lem, the project now seeks to
extend unique identification
numbers not only to cows and
buffaloes but also to sheep,
goats, and pet dogs in the city.
Officials believe that a com-
prehensive database of do-
mestic animals will help au-
thorities identify owners
quickly and ensure account-
ability.

According to sources, the
unique number assigned to
each animal will include de-
tailed identification markers
such as the face, nose, and
overall body features. Addi-
tionally, the database will re-

cord the complete residential
address and mobile number of
the animal’s owner. In cases
where cattle are found ob-
structing traffic or left unat-
tended on roads, they will be
transported in designated ve-
hicles to a shelter established
at Shivalli.

The initiative, which has
been discussed with the mu-
nicipal commissioner, is
aimed at strengthening en-
forcement and reducing road
hazards caused by stray cattle.
Civic authorities expect that
the introduction of a digital
identification system will pro-
mote responsible ownership
and significantly curb the
problem in the coming
months.

Shops Clsed During
Siddharoodha Fair

HUBBALLI

Commercial establishments
across parts of North Karna-
taka remained closed till mid-
night in view of the Sadguru
Siddharoodha fair, as author-
ities stepped up security mea-
sures to ensure peaceful con-
duct of the event. The precau-
tionary move was aimed at
preventing any untoward inci-
dents and maintaining law
and order in and around the
mutt premises.

Police officials conducted
extensive night rounds under
the leadership of Old Hubbal-
li Police Station Inspector
(PSI) Sathanna. The patrols
were carried out particularly
around the Siddharoodha mutt
and adjoining areas, where a
large number of devotees
gathered for the annual fair.
Officers monitored the situa-
tion closely and coordinated
with local stakeholders to
avoid congestion and
disturbances.

During the patrols, police
personnel instructed shop-
keepers not to continue late-
night business activities and
advised the public to avoid
unnecessary movement and
vehicular traffic near the fair

premises. Authorities empha-
sized that the temporary clo-
sure of shops and regulation
of traffic were essential steps
to ensure the safety of devo-
tees and residents.

In addition to physical pa-
trols, the police department
used loudspeakers and the
emergency helpline number
112 to issue alerts and guide-
lines to the public. Announce-
ments were made requesting
cooperation from citizens and
urging them to follow safety
instructions issued by the
administration.

Officials stated that such
preventive measures were
taken in view of the large
crowds that typically attend
the Siddharoodha fair, which
draws devotees from across
the region. By restricting
commercial activities and en-
hancing surveillance, the po-
lice aimed to create a secure
environment and prevent any
possible law and order
issues.

The police department
thanked traders and residents
for their cooperation and reit-
erated its commitment to en-
suring the fair concludes
peacefully without any

incidents.

Woman Accused
of Marriage Fraud
in Dharwad

DHARWAD

An alleged case of cheating
under the pretext of love and
marriage has come to light
within the limits of the Dhar-
wad Suburban Police Station,
where a young woman is ac-
cused of duping several
youths of lakhs of rupees. The
incident has triggered outrage
among the affected families,
who claim that the accused
targeted financially stable
young men and extracted
money from them by promis-
ing to marry them.

According to complaints,
the woman introduced herself
under three different names

e 11 Alshwarya,
i l Renuka, and
Aarohi while
befriending
young men.
She is alleged to have gained
their trust, developed close
relationships, and then sought
financial assistance citing per-
sonal difficulties. Families of
at least three youths, includ-
ing Sanju Dodamani and
Guru Vakkunda, have alleged
that she collected substantial
sums of money after assuring
them of marriage.

Sources stated that the
woman was employed at a
petrol station in the Malamad-
di area of Dharwad city. It
was during this period that
she reportedly came into con-
tact with Guru Vakkunda, a
resident of Kavalageri village
in Dharwad taluk. Over time,
she is said to have expressed
her love for him, to which he
reciprocated.

Five Guarantees

Drive Gadag’s
Welfare

Transformation

GADAG

I, MANJUNATH P UNAKAL
(Old name)
address:

RR COLONY

The Karnataka government’s am-
bitious Five Guarantee schemes
are ushering in a new era of social
security and economic stability,

RAICHUR. Has changed
my name: MANJUNATH
UNKAL
(New name)

(CHJ CLASSIFIEDS

with Gadag district emerging as a
leading example of effective im-
plementation. Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah’s vision of transforming
the lives of the poor, middle-class
families, women, and youth is
steadily taking shape through the
comprehensive execution of these
welfare initiatives.

The five flagship schemes —
Anna Bhagya, Gruha Lakshmi,
Gruha Jyothi, Shakti, and Yuva
Nidhi — have been designed as an
inclusive social safety net address-
ing diverse sections of society. The
primary objective is to reduce
household expenditure and provide
financial relief, thereby strengthen-
ing economic security at the grass-
roots level.

Under the Anna Bhagya scheme,
food security is being ensured for
economically weaker families.

for all purposes.
Vide Affidavit
dated: 11/02/2026
before notary public Hubli.

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042

I, ANEESA FATIMA
LAHORI (Old name)
address: 1-3-303 RAM
RAHIM COLONY R R
COLONY RAICHUR.
Has changed my name:
ANEESA FATHIMA
(New name)
for all purposes.
Vide Affidavit
dated: 13/02/2026
before notary public Hubli

CHANGE OF NAME

1, MUTTANNA HUDEDA
(Old name)
address: 268 ANAND
NAGAR OLD HUBLI HUBLI.
Has changed my name:
MUTTANNA HUDED
(New name)
for all purposes.

Vide Affidavit
dated: 13/02/2026
before notary public Hubli.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, SUDHARSHAN
DEVENDRAPPA (Old name)
address: INDIRA NAGAR
KESHWAPUR HUBLI.
Has changed my name:
SUDARSHAN
DEVENDRAPPA
(New name)
for all purposes.

Vide Affidavit
dated: 11/02/2026
before notary public Hubli.
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Grand Shlva|| Mahara|
Jayanti Celebration

on February19

Chitradurga
The district administration, in
association with the Zilla
Panchayat, Kannada and Cul-
ture Department, and City
Municipal Council, will cele-
brate the birth anniversary of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharajin
a grand manner on February
19 at 11am. The programme
will be held at the Deputy
Commissioner’s Office audi-
torium in the city. Planning
and Statistics Minister as well
as District In-charge Minister
D. Sudhakar will inaugurate
the event. MLAK.C. Veeren-
dra Pappi. Members of Par-
liament Govind M. Karjol and
several legislators including
B.G. Govindappa (Hosadur-
ga), T. Raghumurthy (Chal-
lakere), N.Y. Gopalakrishna
(Molakalmuru), and M.
Chandrappa (Holalkere)
will participate as distin-
guished guests.

Sarvajna Jayanti
Celebration Scheduled
onFebruary 20

Chitradurga
The district administra-
tion, in collaboration
with the Zilla Panchayat,
Kannada and Culture
Department, City Munic-
ipal Council, Kumbara
Gundayya Mahasan-
sthana, Chitradurga Dis-
trict Kumbara Welfare
Association, and Karna-
taka Kumbara Mahila
Mahasabha, will cele-
brate the birth anniver-
sary of Sarvajna on Feb-
ruary 20 at 11am. The
programme will take
place at the Deputy
Commissioner’s Office
auditorium in the city.
Planning and Statistics
Minister and District In-
charge Minister D. Sud-
hakar will inaugurate the
event. MLA K.C. Veeren-
dra Pappi will preside
over the programme.

Two Lorries Seized
for lllegal Chemical
Dumping

Tumakuru
In a significant action
against environmental vi-
olations, officials seized
two lorries that were al-
legedly involved inillegally
dumping chemical waste
into a Rajakaluve (storm-
water drain) in the city.
The incident came to light
following complaints
from local residents who
noticed foul odors and
unusual discoloration in
the water flowing through
the drain. Acting promptly
on the information re-
ceived, officials from the
concerned department,
along with local authori-
ties, conducted an in-
spection at the site.
During the operation,
two lorries were caught
red-handed while alleg-
edly discharging chemical
waste into the Rajakaluve.
The vehicles were imme-
diately taken into custody.

Child-friendly policing requires empathy coordma‘uon and strict action against child marriage violations

CHITRADURGA

Police stations cannot become
child-friendly merely through
colorful paint or banners, said
Dr. K.T. Tippeswamy, Member
of the Karnataka State Com-
mission for Protection of Child
Rights, emphasizing that genu-
ine sensitivity towards dis-
tressed children is essential to
reform the system. He was
speaking after inaugurating a
one-day training programme
for SJPU unit officers and
staff at the District Panchayat
hall in Chitradurga.

The training programme
was organized jointly by the
Directorate of Child Protec-
tion, District Administration,
Zilla Panchayat, Police De-

partment, Women and Child
Development Department,
and the District Child Protec-
tion Unit. Sessions focused on
the Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Act, POCSO Act, Juve-
nile Justice Act, and Mission
Vatsalya scheme.

Dr. Tippeswamy noted that
while uniforms and authority
symbolize power in the police
department, handling
child-related cases requires
compassion and humanity
above all. The attitude and be-
havior of officers toward chil-
dren visiting police stations
play a decisive role in deliv-
ering justice. He compared
child protection to nurturing a
sapling with water, manure,
and fencing, stressing that co-

. s
ordinated efforts among the
Education Department, Women
and Child Development De-
partment, and Police are vital to
safeguard children’s rights.
Quoting Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar, he remarked that the suc-
cess of the Constitution de-

pends on those implementing
it. Effective enforcement of
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015
requires officials to act with
empathy rather than mechan-
ical duty. Recalling an inci-
dent under the Open House
initiative where a child coura-

geously approached authori-
ties to stop her child marriage,
he urged police to strengthen
their commitment to ensuring
justice for every child.
Deputy Director of Women
and Child Development K.H.
Vijay Kumar revealed that

over 3,800 cases of minor
pregnancies have been report-
ed in the district in the last
five years. However, only 1 to
2 percent resulted in FIRs,
and merely 10 percent came
to the department’s notice,
raising serious concern.

To combat child marriage,
the department has surveyed
nearly 54,000 girls below 18
years across the district, ob-
taining written undertakings
from parents pledging not to
marry their daughters before
18. Awareness drives are be-
ing conducted through
schools, anganwadi centers,
and ASHA workers. Strict le-
gal action has been warned
against parents and those as-
sisting illegal marriages.

MLAs Travelling Abroad
Is Personal Choice: Hussain

RAMANAGARA

Legislators travelling abroad
are doing so out of their own
free will and personal choice,
clarified Igbal Hussain while
addressing reporters in the
city. He stated that there is no
compulsion from the party or
the government regarding
such visits.

Speaking to the media, Igbal
Hussain said that public repre-
sentatives often travel abroad to
study development models,
governance systems, infrastruc-
ture projects, and innovative
administrative practices. Such
visits, he noted, help lawmak-
ers gain exposure to global best
practices that can later be
adapted for the benefit of their
constituencies.

He emphasized that every
MLA has the right to decide
whether to participate in study
tours or overseas visits. It is
entirely their personal deci-
sion. No one is being forced
to go, he clarified, responding
to recent discussions sur-
rounding legislators’ foreign
travel.

The MLA further pointed out
that study tours are not a new
practice and have been part of
governance for many years.

Legislators’ foreign
tours are undertaken
voluntarily, says MLA
Igbal Hussain in city.

According to him, understand-
ing international models in sec-
tors such as urban planning,
water management, public
transportation, and digital gov-
ernance can contribute to more
effective policy implementation
back home.

Igbal Hussain also under-
lined that elected representa-
tives remain accountable to
the people of their constituen-
cies. He said that any official
travel undertaken by MLAs
follows established proce-
dures and guidelines. Trans-

parency and adherence to
rules are maintained in such
matters, he added.

Addressing criticism, he re-
marked that development-ori-
ented exposure visits should
not be misinterpreted. Instead,
the focus should remain on
how the knowledge gained
from such tours can be uti-
lized to improve public ser-
vices and infrastructure.

Reiterating his stand, the
MLA concluded that travel
decisions rest with individual
legislators and are not dictat-
ed by external pressure,
stressing that responsible gov-
ernance and constituency de-
velopment remain the primary
priorities of all elected repre-
sentatives.

ZP CEOQ Visits Students Ahead of SSL.C Exams'

TUMAKURU

With the SSLC examinations
fast approaching, the Zilla
Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) visited the
homes of students in the city
to review their preparedness
and encourage them ahead of
the crucial academic mile-
stone. The visit was aimed at
assessing the level of pre-ex-
amination preparation and
ensuring that students are re-
ceiving the necessary aca-
demic support.

During the interaction, the
CEO personally spoke with
students and their parents, in-
quiring about study schedules,

revision plans, and any chal-
lenges they might be facing.
The official emphasized the
importance of systematic
preparation, time management,
and maintaining confidence
during the examination period.
Students were advised to focus
on understanding concepts
thoroughly rather than relying
solely on memorization.

The CEO also reviewed the
availability of study materials,
textbooks, and supplementary
resources provided under
government schemes. Instruc-
tions were issued to education
department officials to ensure
that no student is deprived of
essential learning support.

Special attention was given to
students from economically
weaker sections to confirm
that they have access to a con-
ducive study environment.

Encouraging words were
shared with students to boost
their morale and reduce ex-
am-related stress. The CEO re-
minded them that consistent
effort and disciplined prepara-
tion are key to achieving good
results. Parents were urged to
create a calm and supportive
atmosphere at home to help
children concentrate effectively.

Additionally, feedback was
gathered regarding the func-
tioning of schools, extra
coaching sessions, and revi-
sion classes organized for
SSLC candidates. The official
assured that any gaps identi-
fied during the visits would
be addressed promptly in co-
ordination with school author-
ities and teachers.

The initiative reflects the
district administration’s pro-
active approach in ensuring a
smooth and stress-free exam-
ination process.

Forest Fire Sparks Massive
Traffic Gridlock

CHIKKABALLAPUR

A fire broke out in the forest
area located opposite Nagaman-
tapa, triggering panic among
commuters and leading to a
massive traffic jam stretching
for several kilometers. Thick
plumes of smoke engulfed the
surroundings, severely affecting
visibility on the adjoining main
road and disrupting the smooth
flow of vehicles.

According to eyewitnesses,
the blaze started in the dry veg-
etation during the afternoon
hours and spread rapidly due to
strong winds and parched con-
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ditions. Within minutes, flames
intensified, sending dense
smoke across the roadway. Mo-
torists were forced to slow
down or halt their vehicles as
visibility dropped drastically,
resulting in long queues of cars,
buses, and trucks on both sides
of the stretch.

Turning Chakrabavi VSSN polls into

prestige battle is unjust, says A. Manjunath

‘VSSN Election
Should Not Become
Prestige Issue’

RAMANAGARA

The election of the
Chakrabavi VSSN Cooper-
ative Society should not be
turned into a matter of
prestige, said A. Manju-
nath, questioning the mo-
tives behind attempts to
politicize the local body
polls.

Addressing media per-
sons, Manjunath expressed
concern that certain indi-
viduals and groups are
treating the Chakrabavi
VSSN (Village Service Co-
operative Society) election
as a prestige contest rather
than a democratic process
meant to strengthen
grassroots institu-
tions. He stated
that cooperative
societies are
formed to serve
farmers and mem-
bers, not to become plat-
forms for political rivalry.

He emphasized that
VSSN societies play a cru-
cial role in providing agri-
cultural loans, fertilizers,
seeds, and other essential
services to rural communi-
ties. Turning such institu-
tions into arenas for ego
clashes and political
one-upmanship, he said,
defeats their very purpose.
These elections should fo-
cus on service and develop-
ment, not on settling scores
or showcasing influence,
he remarked.

Manjunath further pointed

out that cooperative bodies
function best when members
work together in unity. Inter-
nal conflicts and pres-
tige-based politics could
hamper the smooth function-
ing of the society and ad-
versely affect farmers who
depend on timely financial
and material assistance.

He urged all contesting
candidates and their sup-
porters to maintain deco-
rum and ensure a peaceful,
transparent election pro-
cess. According to him,
healthy competition is wel-
come in democracy, but
unnecessary tensions and
attempts to dominate the
institution for pres-
tige undermine
public trust.

The leader also
appealed to voters
to elect candidates
who are committed
to strengthening the coop-
erative movement and ad-
dressing the needs of farm-
ers, rather than those driv-
en by personal ambitions.
He stressed that develop-
ment of the village and
welfare of members should
remain the top priority.

Concluding his state-
ment, Manjunath called for
unity and cooperation
among all stakeholders,
stating that the Chakrabavi
VSSN election should
serve as an example of
democratic values rather
than a battleground for
prestige politics.

Opposition
questions MLA’s
self-funded
foreign trip

CHIKKABALLAPUR

A debate has erupted in polit-
ical circles after opposition
parties raised objections to a
legislator travelling abroad at
his own expense. Supporters
of the MLA have strongly de-
fended the visit, stating that
since the trip is being funded
personally and not through
public money, there is no val-
id reason for criticism.
According to sources, the
MLA has travelled overseas for
personal reasons, and officials
clarified that no government
funds were utilized for the visit.
However, opposition leaders
have attempted to question the
timing and intent of the foreign
trip, alleging that public repre-
sentatives must remain avail-
able to address local issues.
Reacting sharply to the allega-
tions, ruling party leaders stated
that it is unfair to politicize a
personal matter. They argued
that as long as no public re-
sources are involved and offi-
cial responsibilities are being
managed appropriately, such
criticism is unwarranted. Find-
ing fault in a private visit un-
dertaken at personal expense
reflects the opposition’s tenden-
cy to create controversy with-
out substance, a senior leader
remarked. Supporters further
emphasized that elected repre-
sentatives, like any other citi-
zen, are entitled to personal
travel, provided it does not hin-
der their constitutional duties.

Sports Kits Distributed to Academy Students

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Sports kits were distributed to
students of the Viswanath—
Gavaskar Academy at the Sai
Krishnan Sports Stadium in
Muddenahalli during a special
programme held to encourage
budding athletes.

The initiative aimed at sup-
porting young cricketers by
equipping them with essential
gear and boosting their confi-
dence ahead of upcoming
tournaments and training

EXAM LEAK PREVENTION

sessions.

The event witnessed the
presence of academy officials,
coaches, local dignitaries, and
parents. Addressing the gath-
ering, organizers highlighted
the importance of providing
quality infrastructure and
equipment to nurture sporting
talent at the grassroots level.
They noted that access to
proper kits plays a crucial role
in enhancing performance and
ensuring safety during prac-
tice and matches.

Students of the academy
received cricket kits compris-
ing bats, pads, gloves, hel-
mets, and other necessary
equipment.

The distribution was carried
out in an organized manner,
with each student being
handed the kit amid applause
from attendees. Coaches ex-
pressed satisfaction that the
new gear would help trainees
focus better on skill develop-
ment and competitive prepa-
ration.

Strict Vigil Urged to Prevent Question Paper Leak

TUMAKURU

In view of the upcoming ex-
aminations, the District Com-
missioner has issued strict
instructions to concerned de-
partments and officials to take
all necessary precautions to
prevent any leakage of ques-
tion papers. During a review
meeting held in the city, the
DC emphasized that main-
taining the integrity and con-
fidentiality of examination
processes is of utmost impor-
tance.

The DC directed education
department officials, exam-

ination center superinten-
dents, and police authorities
to coordinate closely and im-
plement comprehensive secu-
rity arrangements. Special
vigilance has been ordered at
printing presses, storage facil-
ities, and distribution points
where question papers are
handled. Officials have been
instructed to ensure that
sealed packets are transported
under tight security and that
proper documentation is
maintained at every stage.
Highlighting the serious-
ness of question paper leaks,
the DC warned that any neg-
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ligence would invite strict
disciplinary action against
responsible personnel. Sur-
prise inspections may be con-
ducted at examination centers
and storage locations to verify
compliance with guidelines.
The administration has also

asked authorities to deploy
adequate police personnel at
sensitive centers to prevent
unauthorized access.

The DC stressed the impor-
tance of maintaining transpar-
ency and fairness in examina-
tions, noting that even minor

lapses could damage the cred-
ibility of the education system
and adversely affect students’
futures. Instructions have also
been given to restrict the use
of mobile phones and elec-
tronic gadgets in and around
examination centers to mini-
mize risks.

Additionally, officials were
told to brief invigilators and
staff members about their re-
sponsibilities and the conse-
quences of misconduct. Help-
line numbers may be activated
to receive information about
any suspicious activities related
to the examinations.
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Budanuru Utsav
2026 Painting
Competition Held

Mandya
As part of Budanuru
Utsav—2026 celebrations,
a painting competition
was organized at the
premises of Sri Kashi
Vishwanath and Anantha
Padmanabha Temple in
New Budanuru village of
Mandya district on Febru-
ary 17. The event aimed to
encourage children to ac-
tively participate in extra-
curricular activities along-
side their academic pur-
suits. Addressing the
gathering, MLC and Vice
Chairman of the Karnata-
ka State Guarantee
Schemes Implementation
Authority, Dinesh Gooli-
gowda, emphasized that
students must cultivate
interest not only in text-
books but also in activi-
ties such as painting, mu-
sic, and sports.

Autonomous Women’s
College Announces PG
Results Swiftly

Mandya
In a notable display of ac-
ademic efficiency, the
Government Women'’s
College (Autonomous),
Mandya, announced the
postgraduate examina-
tion results on the very
day the final examination
concluded. The swift dec-
laration of results for the
2025-26 academic year
has been widely appreci-
ated as a testament to
the institution’s disci-
plined administration and
coordinated efforts. The
postgraduate examina-
tions included M.A. cours-
es in Kannada, Sociology,
History, and Economics;
M.Sc. in Chemistry; and
M.Com. in Commerce.
The examinations were
conducted from February
3 to February 16, conclud-
ing on February 16. By
4:00 pmon the same
day, the evaluation pro-
cess was successfully
completed.

Mandya to
Celebrate Chhatrapati
Shivaji Jayanti

Mandya
The district administration,
in association with the
Kannada and Culture De-
partment, has organized
the celebration of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti
on February 19 at 11:00 am.
The event will be held at
the library auditoriumin the
premises of Kalamandira in
Mandya. Union Minister for
Steel and Heavy Industries
H. D. Kumaraswamy will
grace the occasion with his
esteemed presence. Agri-
culture and District In-
charge Minister N. Chelu-
varayaswamy will inaugu-
rate the programme. Chair-
man of Chamundeshwari
Electricity Supply Corpora-
tion Limited and Srirangap-
atna MLA A.B.Ramesh
Bandisiddegowda, Karna-
taka State Pollution Con-
trol Board Chairman and
Malavalli MLA P.M. Naren-
dra Swamy, and Chairman
of the State SC/ST Com-
mission Dr. Moorthy will at-
tend as special guests.

' Bonded Labour Eradication
- Awareness Drive Launched

Citizens urged to report bonded labour cases to helpline 1552 immediately

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Chief Executive Officer of
Zilla Panchayat, Dr. Y.
Naveen Bhatt, appealed to the
public to uphold social re-
sponsibility by reporting any
instances of bonded labour in
the district by calling the
helpline number 1552. He
was speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Bonded Labour Sys-
tem Abolition Day and
Awareness Programme held at
the District Panchayat audito-
rium on Tuesday.
Addressing the gathering,
Dr. Bhatt highlighted that
nearly 85 percent of families
today use smartphones, mak-
ing it increasingly difficult for
forced or bonded labour prac-
tices to remain hidden.
Whether in rural villages or
urban localities, such ex-
ploitation cannot go unno-
ticed by neighbours and local
residents. He urged citizens to
come forward with informa-
tion, assuring that competent

authorities would initiate
bonded labour release and re-
habilitation measures while
taking strict legal action
against those responsible for
forcing or facilitating such
practices.

Providing historical con-
text, he noted that bonded la-
bour originated during the
pre-Independence era, partic-
ularly in the 1800s, under the
Zamindari and jajmani sys-
tems. Social inequality and
poverty often compelled vul-
nerable families to take loans,
trapping them and even their

future generatlons in forced
labour. The enactment of the
Bonded Labour System
(Abolition) Act in 1975
marked a significant and per-
manent step toward eradicat-
ing the practice. In Chikka-
ballapur district alone, 2,352
labourers have been identi-
fied, freed, and rehabilitated
so far.

Dr. Bhatt also mentioned
that organisations working
towards bonded labour eradi-
cation have sought improve-
ments in the existing Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs).

A meeting under the chair-
manship of the Deputy Com-
missioner will be convened,
and resolutions passed will be
forwarded to the state level
for consideration.

Authorities are collecting
data from brick kilns, poultry
farms, and construction sites
to ensure that no worker is
trapped in bonded labour.
Awareness initiatives will
continue to prevent future ex-
ploitation.

Senior Civil Judge and
Member Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority,
B. Shilpa, expressed concern
that bonded labour persists in
modern forms, including
forced domestic work and
child care in urban areas. Dis-
trict Bar Association Presi-
dent K.V. Abhilash also ob-
served that bonded labour has
evolved into new dimensions,
even appearing in corporate
sectors, and stressed the need
for proactive administrative
action.

Hearings, rally, scholarship extension and civic meetings announced for Feb 18

Multiple Public Events
Scheduled Across Mangaluru

MANGALURU

Several important public pro-
grammes, hearings and civic
events are scheduled to take
place across the city and dis-
trict on February 18, with au-
thorities inviting media repre-
sentatives and the public to
participate.

The Karnataka Electricity
Regulatory Commission will
conduct a public hearing on
electricity tariff revision on
February 18 at 11 am at the
corporate office of Mangalore
Electricity Supply Company
Limited (MESCOM) located at
Bijai. The hearing is being held
to gather public opinion follow-
ing the annual performance
review petition filed by MES-
COM before the Commission.
Interested consumers and
stakeholders may attend and
present their views.

On the same day at 11.30
am, the Karnataka State Hu-
man Rights Commission will
hold a public grievance hear-
ing at the Netravati Hall of
the Zilla Panchayat. Citizens
with pending complaints may
appear and present their
grievances.

Meanwhile, the Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF)
‘CISF Vande Mataram Coast-
al Cyclothon 2026’ bicycle
rally will arrive in Mangaluru
on February 18. The district
administration will officially
welcome the rally at 5.30 pm
near Chitrapura Gate,
Baikampady. A public meet-
ing and cultural programme
will be organised at Panambur
Beach at 7 pm.

In a separate press release,
the Minority Welfare Depart-
ment has extended the dead-
line for post-matric scholar-
ship applications under the
fee reimbursement scheme for
minority students belonging
to Muslim, Christian, Jain,
Buddhist, Sikh and Parsi

communities for the academic
year 2025-26. Students may
apply online through the State
Scholarship Portal (SSP) until
February 28.

The District Disaster Man-
agement Authority, in coordi-
nation with the National Di-
saster Management Authority
and various departments, suc-
cessfully conducted a mock
drill on management of haz-
ardous chemical accidents at
the Thanneerubavi IMC unit.
The drill demonstrated rescue
operations, fire response, traf-
fic control and emergency
medical services involving
over 100 personnel, including
fire services, police, health
officials, 11 ambulances and
disaster response teams.

Law Graduates Incentive Scheme: Applications Invited

GADAG

Applications have been invit-
ed for the 2025-26 incentive
scheme aimed at supporting
newly graduated law profes-
sionals in the state as they be-
gin their legal careers. The
financial assistance pro-
gramme is designed to help
young advocates gain experi-
ence under senior lawyers
during the initial phase of
their professional journey.

As per the official notifica-
tion, eligible advocates will
receive a monthly incentive of
Rs.2,000 for a period of 24
months. The scheme intends
to ease financial constraints

faced by fresh law graduates
while they establish them-
selves in the legal field.

To qualify, applicants must
have enrolled with the State
Bar Council between June 1,
2024 and May 31, 2025. Ad-
ditionally, the applicant’s an-
nual income should not ex-
ceed Rs.40,000. The authori-
ties clarified that only those
meeting these eligibility crite-
ria will be considered for the
incentive.

Advocates registered with
the Taluk Bar Council are re-
quired to submit their applica-
tions through the respective
Senior Civil Judge of their
taluk. Those enrolled with the

District Bar Council must
submit their applications di-
rectly to the Principal District
and Sessions Judge, who also
serves as the Chairman of the
District Law Graduates Incen-
tive Selection Committee.

The last date for submission
of applications is March 17,
2026. Applications received
after the stipulated deadline
will not be entertained under
any circumstances, the notifi-
cation stated.

For further details and clar-
ification regarding the
scheme, applicants may con-
tact the office of the Principal
District and Sessions Court,
Gadag.

Student Aspiring
To Be Swamiji
Dies Tragically

BANDALLI

A tragic incident has cast a
pall of gloom over Bandalli
village following the untimely
death of a young student who
had dreamt of becoming a
swamiji and dedicating his
life to spiritual service. Ac-
cording to sources, the stu-
dent, known among family
and friends for his deep inter-
est in religious studies and
spiritual practices, met
with a fatal accident under
unfortunate circumstances on
Tuesday.

The incident has left the lo-
cal community in shock, as
the boy was described as dis-
ciplined, soft-spoken and spir-
itually inclined from a young
age. Residents said the stu-
dent often expressed his de-
sire to pursue religious educa-
tion and eventually take up
sainthood.

Madlvala Machldeva
Jayanti Celebration
Today In City

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat and
the Department of Kannada
and Culture will jointly cel-
ebrate the Jayanti of saint
and social reformer Madi-
vala Machideva on Febru-
ary 18 at 12 noon at Kanna-
da Bhavan in the city.

According to an official
release, the celebration will
be held with due reverence
and traditional fervour to
commemorate the contribu-
tions and ideals of Madiva-
la Machideva, who
preached equality, social
justice and spiritual values.
The event aims to spread
awareness about his life,
teachings and relevance in
contemporary society.

As part of the Jayanti cel-
ebrations, a grand proces-
sion will be organised in the
morning. The procession
will commence at 10 am
from in front of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Bhavan and pro-
ceed up to Kannada Bha-
van. The floral palanquin
carrying the portrait of
Madivala Machideva will
be the central attraction of
the procession.

Several folk troupes will
participate in the proces-
sion, presenting traditional
art forms and cultural per-
formances, adding colour
and vibrancy to the event.
The organisers stated that

District administration
to organise procession
and cultural
programme at
Kannada Bhavan.

the procession will pass
through prime routes of the
city before culminating at
the venue of the main pro-
gramme.

The main function at
Kannada Bhavan will begin
at 12 noon, where dignitar-
ies from the district admin-
istration, elected represen-
tatives, community leaders
and members of various
organisations are expected
to participate. Floral trib-
utes will be offered, and
speakers will highlight the
life history, social reforms
and enduring legacy of the
revered saint.

The district authorities
have requested media rep-
resentatives to attend and
provide coverage of the
Jayanti celebrations. Ar-
rangements have been
made to ensure smooth con-
duct of the procession and
the main event, with neces-
sary security and civic mea-
sures in place.

Officials appealed to the
public to take part in large
numbers and make the cel-
ebration a meaningful trib-
ute to the ideals of equality
and harmony espoused by
Madivala Machideva.

Lambani Community, a
Symbol of Pride: Minister

GADAG

Emphasising the importance
of education in the modern
global era, Karnataka Law,
Justice, Human Rights, Par-
liamentary Affairs and Tour-
ism Minister and Gadag Dis-
trict In-charge Minister H.K.
Patil called upon the Lambani
community to prioritise edu-
cation and contribute towards
building a strong and progres-
sive nation.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Jayanti celebra-
tions of Sant Sevalal organ-
ised on Tuesday at the District
Administration Bhavan audi-
torium by the district admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat and
the Department of Kannada
and Culture.

Minister H.K. Patil said ed-
ucation plays a crucial role in
shaping a better society and
strengthening the nation. He
noted that the Lambani com-

munity, known for its rich
cultural heritage and strong
civic values, must move for-
ward by giving greater em-
phasis to education. In today’s
competitive world, empower-
ment through knowledge is
essential, he remarked.
Highlighting the communi-
ty’s cultural identity, he said
the Lambanis have preserved
their traditions and values de-
spite changing times, drawing
inspiration from Sant Sevalal.
He described the community
as a symbol of self-respect
and integrity, known for hon-
ouring commitments and up-
holding unity. The Minister
also pointed out that the Lam-
bani population across the
country is significant, estimat-
ed at around 12 crore. In
Gadag district, several tandas
have been converted into rev-
enue villages to ensure better
access to government
schemes and facilities.

DRI\

Yuvanidhi Beneﬁczarles Urged To Gain Skills in Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA

District Guarantee Schemes
Implementation Authority
President Shivanna R. Gan-
jigatte called upon beneficia-
ries of the Yuvanidhi scheme to
utilise skill training opportuni-
ties and become self-reliant
rather than depending solely on
unemployment allowance.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a skill training and
awareness programme organ-
ised on Tuesday at the Govern-
ment Science College auditori-
um by the district administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, District

Guarantee Schemes Implemen—
tation Authority and the De-
partment of Skill Develop-
ment, Entrepreneurship and
Livelihood.

Shivanna Ganjigatte said
that the Yuvanidhi Scheme,

ol | ld
“one of the five guarantee
schemes of the State Govern-
ment, plays a significant role in
providing financial and psy-
chological support to graduates
and diploma holders awaiting
employment. Graduates re-

ceive Rs.3,000 per month and
diploma holders Rs.1 ,500 per
month under the scheme until
they secure jobs.

However, he emphasised
that the government’s objective
is not merely to provide finan-
cial assistance but to ensure
that youth enhance their skills
and secure meaningful em-
ployment. Various banks and
training institutions are collab-
orating to offer skill develop-
ment programmes to beneficia-
ries, enabling them to improve
their employability.

District Skill Development
Officer Sannakki Maruti said

the government aims to pro-
vide free training through insti-
tutions such as GTTC and ITIs
and ensure at least 70 percent
placement for trained candi-
dates. Skilled youth, he noted,
contribute significantly to the
nation’s economy, and benefi-
ciaries should take full advan-
tage of the opportunity to build
dignified, self-reliant lives.
RUDSET institution lecturer
Thotappa highlighted the im-
portance of practical technical
skills in addition to academic
qualifications. He said training
programmes ranging from two
months to one year are avail-

able in mechanical, automation
and electronics ﬁelds includ-
ing modern automation tech-
nologies in the manufacturing
sector. Free training is offered
particularly to SC, ST and mi-
nority candidates, and success-
ful trainees are assisted with
job placements in reputed com-
panies.

Officials including Employ-
ment Officer Ravindra, GTTC
Principal Suhas, Assistant Sta-
tistical Officer Vemanna, Gov-
ernment Science College Prin-
cipal Ravikant and Canara
Bank financial literacy attend-
ed the programme.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed
that my client Sri. Honnaiah A. son of
late. Ajjappa, aged about 64 years,
residing at No. 381, 6th ‘B’ Cross,
Health Layout, Shreegandada Kaval,
Handra Halli, Vishwaneedam Post,
Bengaluru-560091.

has lost an original property
documents i.e., original Sale deed
bearing registration No.5405/2009-10
dated: 16-11-2009, registered in the
office of the Sub-Registrar,
Ramanagara, pertaining to the
Mangalore Tile residential house
property bearing Khaneshumari No.
166/2, measuring East to West: 30
feet, North to South: 45 feet, totally
measuring 1350 square feet, situated
at Channamanahalli Village, Kylancha
Hobali, R gara Taluk, Bengaluru
South District (earlier Ramanagara
District) on 15-02-2026 near Ijoor Bus
Stop, Ramanagara. A lost report has
been registered by me under vide Lost
Report No. 2065938/2026 through
online. Finders may return the same
to the Jjoor Police Station Ramanagara
or contact me at the below address
within 07 days from this publication.

Signed/-

Mr. Nagachandra. R., Advocate,
Office address: No. 59/A,
Chiranjeevi Nilaya, Jalamangala
Road, Hanumanthanagara,
Ramanagara Town-562159.
Mobile No:

88849 00848, 98868 27848.

I, KHAZIM AHMED, S/o,
Basha Saheb, Resident of
No 783/1,Madina Road
Cross kinath Mohalla Daira
Channapatna Ramanagar
Dist, 571428, have changed
my name to SYED KAZEEM
, vide affidavit dated:
17.02.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA
RAO, Bengaluru.

I, AYESHA BANO , W/o,
Nawaz Khan, Resident of
No 32 Ward No 23,Tippu
nagara Near Tippu Masjid
Ramanagaram Dist, 562159,
have changed my name
to AYESHA BANU , vide
affidavit dated: 17.02.2026
before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.
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Delhi CM announces Rs 800 cr
road makeover plan

Entire roads will be strengthened edge-to-edge, improving durability, reducing dust,
waterlogging, and frequent repairs effectively

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta has unveiled a major Rs
802.18 crore project to upgrade
241 roads, spanning nearly 400
km. The initiative will use a
“wall-to-wall carpeting” meth-
od to make roads pothole-free,
even, and long-lasting, aiming
for safer and cleaner streets
across the capital.

The project will cover 45 As-
sembly constituencies, includ-
ing major roads like Outer Ring
Road, August Kranti Marg, Rao
Tula Ram Marg, Kapashera-Bi-
jwasan Road, Lala Lajpat Rai
Marg, Shamnath Marg, D.B.

.

.
Gupta Road, and several others.
The Centre will fund Rs 643.36
crore through the Central Road
Infrastructure Fund, while the
Delhi government will contrib-
ute Rs 158.82 crore.

Under the new model, entire
road stretches will be uniformly

strengthened from edge to edge,
unlike past repairs that focused
only on central portions or iso-
lated potholes.

This approach will improve
durability, reduce frequent re-
pairs, and minimise dust and
particulate matter pollution. Of-
ficials highlighted that damaged
roads generate airborne fine
particles, worsening air quality,
and that the resurfacing will
also improve drainage and re-
duce waterlogging during mon-
soons.

Last year, around 150 km of
roads were upgraded using the
same technology, demonstrating
its effectiveness. The Public

Works Department will execute
the work in phases to limit traf-
fic disruption. Each road will
undergo a detailed technical as-
sessment, base strengthening,
proper drainage installation, and
final resurfacing according to
prescribed standards.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised that the goal is long-term
improvement rather than tem-
porary fixes.

She said that close coordina-
tion between the Delhi govern-
ment and the Centre is driving
this transformation, promising
smoother, safer, and pollu-
tion-reduced roads for citizens
by the end of the year.

Tensions rise as motion
targets Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI

The first half of the Budget
session turned tense as a
motion against Opposition
Leader Rahul Gandhi
dominated proceedings.
During the discussion on
the motion of thanks to the
President’s address, Gand-
hi was stopped from quot-
ing unpublished memoirs
of a former Army chief,
with the Speaker and rul-
ing party members citing
parliamentary rules.

The situation escalated
when BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey moved a substan-
tive motion against Gand-
hi, accusing him of collab-
orating with “anti-national
forces” and seeking can-
cellation of his Lok Sabha
membership and election

disqualification. Substan-
tive motions are usually
used in cases of serious
criminal misconduct, such
as the 2005 “cash for
votes” scandal.
Opposition lead-
ers defended
Gandhi, stating
his criticism of
the interim In-
dia-US trade deal
was a legitimate
parliamentary ex-
ercise.

Dubey alleged Gandhi’s
statements aimed to “de-
stabilise” the nation, while
opposition parties de-
scribed it as conflating dis-
sent with anti-national ac-
tivity. Analysts noted that
labeling disagreement as
anti-national risks narrow-
ing democratic debate in-

side and outside Parlia-
ment. This is not Gandhi’s
first brush with disqualifi-
cation. In March 2023, he
was disqualified after a
defamation con-
viction but was
reinstated in Au-
gust 2023 when
the Supreme Court
stayed his sen-
tence. With ten-
sions high, the in-
cident has re-
newed discussions on the
Leader of the Opposition’s
role and the importance of
protecting dissent in a par-
liamentary democracy.
Political observers say
such episodes highlight
the fine line between ac-
countability and suppress-
ing debate in India’s legis-
lative framework.

Coast Guard, Guj ATS seize drugs near Porbandar

PORBANDAR

In a major maritime operation,
the Indian Coast Guard and Gu-
jarat Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) seized over 200 kg of
drugs near Porbandar. Two Paki-
stani nationals were detained
during the crackdown, carried

out close to the international
maritime boundary.

Officials said the operation
was based on actionable intelli-
gence about drug smuggling in
the region.

The recovered consignment,
worth several crores, is under
detailed examination. Authori-

ties cautioned that the final
quantity and estimated value
may rise as investigations con-
tinue.

The two detained men are be-
ing interrogated to uncover the
origin and intended destination
of the drugs. Investigators are
also probing possible links to

larger international trafficking
networks. The Coast Guard and
ATS are coordinating closely to
track the supply chain and pre-
vent future smuggling attempts.

This operation highlights In-
dia’s efforts to strengthen mari-
time security and curb cross-bor-
der drug trafficking.

KALABURAGI MAHANAGARA PALIKE, KALABURAGI
Fax N0.08472/260776, Phone: 08472/ 278675, Email Id: itstaff _ulb_gulbarga@yahoo.com

No: KMP/TS-01/NCAP/01/2025-26

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION

1) Name of Work 1) END TO END PAVING AT GUBBI COLONY MAIN ROAD IN
KALABURAGI CITY ESTIMATE COST 150.00 LAKHS 2024-25 NCAP, 2) Hiring of 40
Outsourced Gardeners for the Maintenance of Public Gardens Under Kalaburagi
Mahanagara Palike for the year 2025-26. 2) Head of Account: 2024-25 NCAP Fund &
2025-26 Corporation Fund, 3) Tender Amount: Rs. 1,50,00,000.00 & Rs. 1,00,00,000.00

Date: 16.02.2026

Coast Guard foils
oil smuggling
operation

MUMBAI
The Indian Coast
Guard intercepted

three foreign ships off |

Mumbai, stopping a
major oil smuggling
network. Vessels
Stellar Ruby, Asphalt
Star, and Al Jafzia
were seized about
100 nautical miles
west of the city. Offi-
cials say the ships
were transferring
cheap oil from coun-
tries like Russia and
Iran to evade taxes.
The vessels had
changed names and
flags to hide their
identities. Investiga-
tors are examining
ship records and
guestioning crews to
uncover the full
smuggling operation.

Couple’s tragic
end after losing
son

CHHATTISGARH
A wave of sorrow
swept through
Dhardei village in
Janjgir-Champa dis-
trict after a couple
was found dead in
their courtyard. Kr-
ishna Patel, 48, and
his wife Rama Bai, 47,
reportedly ended
their lives by hanging
from a neem tree.
Police said a four-
page note was recov-
ered, where the cou-
ple cited the acciden-
tal death of their
21-year-old son, Adit-
ya, last year as the
reason for their ex-
treme step. The inci-
dent has left the vil-
lage in deep grief.

Speeding
SUVkills 2in
Jaipur tragedy

JAIPUR
Two young men died
in Jaipur on Tuesday
after a speeding
Scorpio SUV hit their
scooter and fled the
scene. CCTV footage
shows the SUV
crashing into the
two-wheeler, throw-
ing the riders onto
the road. The victims,
Virendra and his
companion, died on
the spot. Police have
registered a case and
are searching for the
driver.

SER
BB0 (inpusTrIEs SER INDUSTRIES LIMITED
LIMITED CIN: : L60231KA1963PLC004604

Regd. Office: Chikkakuntanahalli Village Bidadi Hobli Ramnagaram Taluk, Bengaluru — 562109
Corporate Office: Plot No 79, 501, 5" Floor Lalwani House, Sakore Nagar Viman Nagar,
Pune, Maharashtra, India, 411014
Mobile:+91-7249049195 | Email: info.serindustries@gmail.com | Website: ser-industries.co.in

CORRIGENDUM TO THE NOTICE OF EXTRA ORDINARY
GENERAL MEETING DATED FEBRUARY 16, 2026

In continuation to the Extra Ordinary General Meeting Notice dated January 22, 2026 (Notice")

sent to the members of the Company on January 28, 2026, the Corrigendum is being issued to

inform the shareholders of the Company regarding amendment in Resolution 10,11, and 12;

relevant date and respective changes in the Explanatory Statement to the Extraordinary
General Meeting Notice as well as additional undertaking annexed to the Corrigendum.

The Corrigendum is electronically dispatched on 16th February 2026 to the Members of the

Company whose email addresses are registered with the Company, the registrar or the

Depository Participants in compliance with the provisions of the Act, read with relevant rules

made thereunder, regulations issued by the SEBI and circulars issued by the MCA.

In the interest of facilitating informed decision-making through e-voting, which commenced on

Tuesday, 17 February 2026 at 9:00 A.M. (IST) and will conclude on Thursday, 19, February

2026 at 5:00 P.M. (IST), the Company considers it appropriate to bring to the attention of the

Members the updated factual position through this Corrigendum.

This Corrigendum shall form an integral part of the original Notice of Extraordinary General

Meeting andis to be read in conjunction therewith.

All other contents of the Extraordinary General Meeting Notice, save and except as amended or

clarified through Corrigendum issued by the Company, shall remain unchanged.

This Corrigendum is being uploaded on the Company's website at www.ser-industries.co.in,

and on the website of BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com where the shares of the Company are

listed. For SER Industries Limited
Sd/-

Sunil Kumar Shahi
Director

Bangalore West City Corporation

Dated on this February 17, 2026.

ﬁ Malleshwaram Zone
” Office of the Executive Engineer, Basavanagudi Division,

BWCC building, Chennamanakere Achchukattu, Vidyapeeta, BSK 3rd stage,
Bangalore-85. Telephone No: 080-26792218, Email: bwcceebg@gmail.com

No. EE(BG)/KPPP/TEND/11/2025-26 Date: 17.02.2025

(Through GOK KPPP only)
The Executive Engineer, Basavangudi Division, BWCC invites tender
on behalf of the Commissioner, BWCC, Bengaluru from eligible Tenderers
registered contractors of Bengaluru West City Corporation or equivalent
registration with CPWD / KPWD or any state Governmental Organization

for the execution of works detailed in the table below.
Sl.No. Name of the Package
Providing House Keeping Services to All BBMP Office Buildings in
Basavanagudi Constituency-Call-Il (Single Cover System).
Amount Put to tender (Rs in lakhs): 21.16, EMD (in Rs): 50,000/-,
Period of Completion: 12 months.
Construction of RCC box Culverts in Gavigangadhareshwara Ward
Jurisdiction in Ward No.196, Gavigangadhareshwara-Call-Il
(Single Cover System). Amount Put to tender (Rs in lakhs): 21.18,
EMD (in Rs): 50,000/-, Period of Completion: 03 months.
Calendar of events: (1) Tender documents may be downloaded from
the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement portal website
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from From 19.02.2026 at 15.00 Hrs
onwards. (2) Last Date & Time for uploading tender documents: On
27.02.2026 upto 16.00 Hrs. (3) Pre-Bid Meeting: On 24.02.2026 at
16.00 Hrs. (4) Opening of Tender: On 02.03.2026 at 16.30 Hrs.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Basavanagudi Division,
Malleshwaram Zone, BWCC.

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.
|.FT.No:EE/PWD/VIP/PB/2025-26/4832  Dated:17.02.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-Procurement)

The- Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept. Division,
Vijayapur Invites tenders from eligible tenderers (registered
in Public Works Department) 1 work, As per standard bid
documents KW- 4 with 5054 Appendix E head of account
costing of amount for Rs. 500.00 Lakhs, the EMD amount of
Rs. 7,50,000/- for the work. Increase in G.S.T shall not be
paid in the extended period of Contract for which the
contractor alone is responsible for delay as determined by
the authority while granting the extension of time. The
calendar events of tenders, dates are fixed as follows 1) Pre-
Bid Meeting for Contractors. Date- 16.03.2026 @ 11:00 AM.
2) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders Date- 23.03.2026 at 4:30
PM 3) Opening of Technical Bid Date-24.03.2026 at 04:31
PM 4) Opening of Financial Bid Date-25.03.2026 at 04:30 PM
onwards. Clause-3 Conditions of Standard Bid Document
may be seen in Departmental Website i.e
“eproc.karnataka.gov.in” and for more information may
contact help desk Bangalore (Phone No. 919240214000
&amp; 919240214001) or office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur
DIPR/VIJAYAPURA/715/KSMCA/2025-26

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042
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4) Eligibility of Contractor: As Per e-portal, 5) Pre Bid Meeting Date and Time: 05.03.2026,
11:00am, 6) Last Date for Bid Submission: 06.03.2026 Upto 4:30pm, 7) Tender opening
Date: 07.03.2026 Upto 4:35pm, 8) Tender Financial Bid opening Date: 10.03.2026 Upto
11.30am, 9) Cost of Tender Schedule: Tender Fee As Per e-portal EMD Max. Rs.
2,25,000.00, Tender Fee As Per e-portal EMD Min. Rs. 2,00,000.00, 10) Contact Ad-
dress & Mobile No: Executive Engineer, Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike, Kalaburagi.
9620341599, 11) Web Site: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike, Kalaburagi.

DIPR/Kalaburagi/1084/KSMC&A/2025-26

MYSORE MEDICAL COLLEGE AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE [54

(Autonomous body of Government of Karnataka)
Irwin Road, Mysuru, - 570 001.
Ph.No. : +91-0821-2520512, Website: www.mmcri/karnataka.gov.in E-mail: mmcrimysore@yahoo.com

No.: MMC&RI/Tender/02/2025-26 Date: 12.02.2026

TENDER / SHORT TERM RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Tender and Short-term Re-Tender has been invited as per Karnataka Transparency in
Public Procurements Act 1999 for the Supply of Equipment to the attached hospital of Mysore
Medical College and Research Institute, Mysore. The Tender documents may bid download from
E-procurement website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Those tenders which are not submitted
with E.M.D will be rejected.

Sl Tender/
No. Short term Re-Tender
Tender
1 Equipment/52/2025-26
Plastic Surgery Equipment
Short Term Tender
2 Equipment/53/2025-26
IVF Equipment
Tender
3 Equipment/54/2025-26
Blookd Bank Equipment
Tender
4 Equipment/48/2025-26
Skin & STD Equipment
Tender
5 Equipment/50/2025-26
Furiture
If, the last date for submission of Tender treated as holiday, the next working day will be considered as
last date. No Notification in this regard will be announced.

Tender Amount
(Rs.Lakhs)

Last Date of
Tender submission

Commence Date of
Tender submission

16.02.2026 17.03.2026 197.00

16.02.2026 02.03.2026 45.18

16.02.2026 17.03.2026 54.00

16.02.2026 17.03.2026 45.00

16.02.2026 17.03.2026 198.00

Sd/- Director and Dean
Mysore Medical College and Research Institure, Mysuru.

DIPR/IMY$S/1676/SA/2025-26

Government of Karnataka

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PANCHAYAT RAJ ENGINEERING
DIVISION KALABURAGI

No : EE/PRED/KLB/TS-5/TENDER/2025-26/6160 Date : 13/02/2026

:: TENDER NOTIFICATION ::

(Through E-procurement Two Cover System)

1) Name of work: 1. Construction of C.C. Road from Wadahalli Tanda to Wadahalli village in
Afzalpur Taluka Indent N0.24278, 2. Improvements to road and Construction of C.D from
Agasi to Hittalashiroor village joining road in Benneshiroor village (V. R No. 357) in Alanda
Assembly Constituency Indent No.18866, 3. Improvements to Road from Narona - Dhari
Tanda main road to Shrichand Mudu Temple at Shrichand village in Aland Taluka Indent
No0.18883, 4. Improvements to road and Construction of C.D from Benneshirror village to
Kulali Railway Station via Yelasangi Cross (V. R No. 197) in Alanda Assembly Constituency
Indent No.18879, 5. Formation of road from Sulepeth to Hodebeernalli via Baba Fakruddin
Darga at Sulepth, Sulepeth to Dastapur, Bhaktampalli village to Sangam K, Burugpalli main
road to Sangappa Shivalingappa field, Contn of CC road from Halkod main road to Potangal,
Nayamath Patel land to Haripeer Darga and Hanumantrao Desai land at Iragpalli, Ramesh
babu Pujari house to Beerlingeshwar temple at Ganapur, Nanagouda land to Jagadish patil
land at Shirolli, Seemi naganna hanadi at Benaknalli Indent No.16498/call-3, 6. Improvements
and Asphalting to road from Belakota Gudla village to Mahagaon-V.K.Salagar main road
(K.M 0.00 to 4.00) in Kalaburagi Rural Constituency Indent No. 18881, 7. Improvements to
road and Construction of C.D from Astaga village to joining road of Syed Chincholi-Narona
main road in Kalaburagi Rural Assembly Constituency Indent No. 18882, 8. Improvements of
Road from Malghan Tanda Road to Kansur village in Kalagi Taluka in Chittapur Constituency
(CD Work) (VR 308) Indent No. 23017, 9. Improvements to road from Kummansirsagi village
to Kuranhalli village (2.00 KM) in Yadrami Taluka Indent No. 19493, 10. Improvements to road
from Warvi village to Kuknoor village in Yadrami Taluka Indent No. 22732, 11. Construction of
Road Leading to Kumbarahalli Lake in Chittapur Taluka Indent No. 23554, 12. Construction of
LLC to Fattu Nayak Tanda Approach Road in Chittapur Taluka Indent No. 23552, 13. Construc-
tion of Approach Road to Jairam Tanda in Chittapur Taluka Indent No. 23553 Total 13 Works,
2) Head of account : 5054 for the year 2023-24, 2024-25 & 2025-26, 3) Amount put to
tender: Minimum Rs. 50,79,016.14, Maximum Rs. 4,18,40,126.38, 4) Class of Contrac-
tor: Class- Ill, Il and Above, 5) Issue of Blank Tender Documents: 13-02-2026 to 06-03-2026
upto 4.00 pm, 6) Tender Form Fee: As per KPPP Norms, 7) E.M.D. Fee: Indent N0.24388 Rs.
1,02,000.00, Indent No. 24400 Rs. 6,28,000.00, 8) Receipt of completed tender documents:
13-02-2026 to 06-03-2026 upto 4.00 pm, 9) Technical Bid Opening Date: 07-03-2026 After
4.00 pm, 10) Financial Bid opening Date: 09-03-2026 After 11.00 am, 11) For more details
contact: Office of the Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division Opp: Karnataka
Grameen Bank (PKGB) Head office, Kusnoor Road, Rajapur Kalaburagi, 12) Website
Address: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/Kalaburagi/1089/KSMC&A/2025-26 Panchayat Raj Engineering Division Kalaburagi

X X X HUBBALLI
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MBA student
held for killing
girlfriend

INDORE
A shocking crime has
been reported from In-
dore, where a 24-year-old
MBA student, Piyush
Dhamnotiya, murdered
his girlfriend after she re-
fused a physical relation-
ship. Police said he
choked her, sat on her
chest until she stopped
breathing, and then at-
tacked her with a knife.
Disturbingly, he later
drank beer beside her
body, abused the corpse,
and attempted occult rit-
vals to “speak to her spir-
it.” Initially on the run, Pi-
yush was arrested and
placed under three-day
police remand. Investiga-
tions are ongoing.

Assam CM questions
Babri Masiid replica
plan

MIRZAPUR
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
mocked Humayun Kabir’s
plan to build a Babri Mas-
jid replica in Murshidabad,
West Bengal. Calling it a
“putlaa” or dummy, Sar-
ma asked, “When the
original is gone, what will
the putlaa do?” Kabir, a
suspended Trinamool
Congress MLA who start-
ed the Janata Unnayan
Party, began constructing
the mosque in Beldanga
last week. The mosque,
set on 11 acres, will hold
12,000 people and is ex-
pected to cost Rs 50-55
crore, with completionin
two years.

SCorders convict to
surrenderinactress
ase

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court dis-
missed a man’s plea chal-
lenging his convictionin
the 2002 death of Telugu
actress Pratyusha and di-
rected him to surrender
within four weeks. The
bench, comprising Justic-
es Rajesh Bindal and
Manmohan, ruled out
murder by strangulation
orrape. It also rejected a
plea by Pratyusha’s
mother alleging foul play.

' Macron highlights India-France
ties, multipolar world vision

Macron Pays Tribute to 26/11 Victims, Strengthening Strategic
Partnership Between India and France

MUMBAI

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Tuesday described
the India-France relationship
as unique, built on deep mu-
tual trust. Beginning his
Mumbai visit with a jog at
Marine Drive, Macron paid
tribute to the 2008 terror at-
tack victims. He later met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to plan the Horizon
2047 roadmap for the next de-
cade.

Macron highlighted cooper-
ation in defence, industry, and
technology, noting India’s ap-
proval of 114 Rafale jets,
mostly “Made in India,” and
celebrating the launch of the
Airbus H125 helicopter as-
sembly line.

He stressed that India and
France are moving beyond
trade to share ideas in Green
Tech, Space, and Al. Launch-

ing the India-France Year of
Innovation, Macron an-
nounced programs for youth
exchanges, startups, and aca-
demic collaborations.

The President reaffirmed
support for India’s “Aatman-
irbhar Bharat” initiative and
permanent UN Security
Council seat, describing India
as a key Indo-Pacific partner.
Macron also called for a free
maritime corridor and ethical
Al development for the Glob-
al South. He concluded that

India and France aim to be-
come global leaders in tech-
nology, defence, and strategic
cooperation.

French President Emmanu-
el Macron on Tuesday paid
tribute to the 2008 Mumbai
terror attack victims, high-
lighting India-France solidar-
ity against terrorism. Accom-
panied by First Lady Brigitte
Macron, he was warmly re-
ceived by Maharashtra offi-
cials and welcomed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who

emphasized strengthening bi-
lateral cooperation. During
his fourth visit to India, Ma-
cron will attend the Al Impact
Summit and hold a bilateral
meeting with Modi to review
the Strategic Partnership and
explore collaboration in
emerging sectors. A key high-
light is the joint launch of the
India-France Year of Innova-
tion 2026, promoting technol-
ogy, research, start-ups, and
innovation exchanges be-
tween the two nations.

Green hydrogen prices in India fall to 3279 per kg, marking a historic

milestone in clean energy

India achieves historic low
green hydrogen prlces

NEW DELHI

India has set a global bench-
mark as green hydrogen pric-
es drop to a historic low of
3279 per kilogram, an-
nounced Union Minister of
New and Renewable Energy,
Pralhad Joshi, during "Cli-
mate Week 2026" in Mumbai.
Under the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, this
achievement reflects the
country’s growing role in the
global clean energy transi-
tion.

At the summit, Joshi also
highlighted India’s solar pow-
er progress.

Through the SuryaGhar
scheme, 3 million households
now receive free solar elec-
tricity via rooftop installa-
tions. He described PM
SuryaGhar and PM KUSUM
as twin engines driving In-
dia’s solar revolution, en-
abling farmers and citizens to
actively participate in climate
sustainability.

This year, India hosted its
first global Climate Week and
Summit, showcasing leader-
ship in the Global South.
Joshi praised Maharashtra
and Karnataka for driving
economic growth and renew-
able energy adoption, empha-
sizing Mumbai’s role as a key
center of innovation and cli-
mate action.

He noted that India’s indus-
trial and household electricity
rates in Maharashtra have
dropped, reflecting the suc-
cess of large-scale solar ini-

tiatives. Joshi credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision for India’s clean ener-
gy achievements, describing
them as decisive steps toward
global climate sustainability.

The summit was attended
by Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis, along
with senior officials and min-
isters, demonstrating India’s
growing commitment to
green energy, innovation, and
sustainable development,
while inspiring other nations
to follow suit.

Kerala High Court quashes Nava Kerala survey

KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday stayed the Nava
Kerala Survey, making
strong observations against
the CPI(M) and the state
government.

The Division Bench criti-
cised State Secretary M.V.
Govindan, suggesting the
party may have had prior
knowledge of the survey and
questioning how it learned
about the government deci-
sion in advance.

The court noted that before
the survey was officially ap-
proved, Govindan had sent a
letter to party cadres asking
them to register on the survey
portal. His response to this
allegation was described as
evasive, strengthening the
petitioners’ claims.
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The High Court also
quashed the survey over vio-
lations of the Rules of Busi-
ness in sanctioning Rs 20
crore for a “special PR cam-
paign,” calling the fund allo-
cation a breach of procedure.
The manner in which the sur-
vey was conducted also

ARMY PENSION

raised doubts.

The survey, announced by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan to gather public feed-
back on development and

welfare initiatives, was
scheduled to run until Febru-
ary 22. Petitioners, including
KSU State President Aloy-

sius Xavier and Congress Er-
nakulam District Panchayat
member Mubas Onakkali,
argued that public funds were
being misused to collect vot-
er data for CPI(M) ahead of
elections.

The court emphasised that
prior approval from the Fi-
nance Department was man-
datory for such govern-
ment-funded surveys, which
had not been obtained.

Govindan was made a
respondent in the case, and
the Bench described the
affidavit submitted by him
as unsatisfactory, terming
the matter a deviation from
financial norms.

The decision is seen as a
significant setback for the
state government with As-
sembly elections ap-
proaching.

SC denies Army pension for smoking

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India
has ruled that smoking-related
illnesses are not valid grounds
for disability compensation in
the Army.

The decision came after a
former Army personnel filed
a claim, linking his ischemic
stroke to military service. A
bench of Justices Aravind Ku-
mar and Prasanna B. Varale
upheld the Armed Forces Tri-
bunal’s order, noting that the
appellant smoked around ten
bidis daily. The Court referred
to Regulation 173 of the Pen-

sion Regulations for the
Army, 1961, and the Guide to
Medical Officers, 2002,
which exclude personal
habits like smoking, al-
cohol, drug use, or
sexually transmit-

ted diseases from
qualifying for
disability bene-
fits.

The judg-
ment explained
that an isch-
emic stroke /=
occurs when
a blood clot ¥
or plaque

blocks blood flow to the
brain, causing oxygen depri-
vation and tissue damage.
Recognized risk factors in-

== (lude hypertension, dia-

betes, high cholesterol,
obesity, atrial fibril-
lation, and smok-
ing. The Court
emphasized that

B

tion—“Stroke
= = Ischemic RT
. MCA Terri-
" tory”’—was

neither
' caused nor

worsened by military service.

The bench also clarified
that a previous ruling in Bi-
jender Singh v. Union of India
& Ors. (2025) was not rele-
vant. In that case, extreme
conditions like high-altitude
deployment at Siachen Gla-
cier were considered, whereas
the current case had no such
exceptional circumstances.

The Court’s ruling reinforc-
es that disability pensions in
the Army are limited to con-
ditions arising from service or
aggravated by it, and personal
habits remain the individual’s
responsibility.

BJD, Cong walk
out over Odisha
Governor’s

address
BHUBANESWAR

The Opposition Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) and Indian National
Congress (INC) on Tuesday
slammed Governor Hari Babu
Kambhampati’s address at the
Odisha Assembly and staged a
walkout in protest. The Gover-
nor delivered his speech on the
first day of the Budget Session,
highlighting welfare and devel-
opment initiatives in agricul-
ture, industry, education,
healthcare, tourism, and IT sec-
tors, aiming for a “Viksit Odis-
ha” by 2036.

BJD president and Leader of
Opposition Naveen Patnaik
criticised the address as “strong
in words but weak in action,”
saying it failed to reflect the
ground realities. Patnaik also
raised concerns over rising mob
lynching incidents and said
Odisha’s law-and-order situa-
tion under the BJP-led govern-
ment is in a dreadful state, al-
leging that such violence is
unparalleled elsewhere in India.
Congress Legislature Party
leader Rama Chandra Kadam
accused the state government of
ignoring Odisha’s development
and failing to protect the state’s
interests. He said the Gover-
nor’s speech did not align with
the government’s statements or
actions. The ruling BJP coun-
tered, claiming the opposition is
confused and unable to accept
the state’s rapid progress under
its administration.

The two-day discussion on
the Governor’s address will fol-
low the speech, with the State
Budget scheduled for February
20, to be presented by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
who also holds the Finance
portfolio.

World facing messy
global transition:
Jaishankar

MUMBAI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Tuesday de-
scribed the global landscape
as entering a “messy” and un-
predictable transition.
Speaking at the inaugural
session of the three-day Glob-
al Economic Cooperation
(GEC) Summit in Mumbai,
he said the established global
order is changing rapidly.
“Replacements are hard to
create, and we appear to be
headed for a long twilight
zone. This will be risky, un-
predictable, perhaps even
dangerous,” he warned.
Jaishankar noted that ele-
ments of the old
order will coex-
ist with emerg-
ing systems. He
added that in
decision-mak-
ing, economics
will increasingly
give way to pol-
itics and securi-
ty, and technolo-
gy—especially

India’s strategy, he stressed
that the country is focusing on
strengthening internal capa-
bilities while expanding its
global influence.

“India’s response is to build
national capabilities, address
growth challenges compre-
hensively, and deal with both

EAM S. Jaishankar
warns of
unpredictable global
changes at Mumbai
GEC Summit, urging

India to strengthen
domestic foundations
while engaging
strategically with
international

Al—will be trusted global
transformative. partners. partner.
Highlighting Jaishankar

i=.. 2 @
GLOBAL ECONOMIC
= COOPERATION
short-term issues and long-
term prospects. The Reform
Express will continue to roll
on,” he asserted.

The minister pointed to In-
dia’s robust domestic stability
as a foundation for deeper in-
ternational engagement, in-
cluding trade deals and lead-
ership in pro-
duction, ser-
vices, technolo-
gy, and talent.

He empha-
sized that under
PM Narendra
Modi, practical
and peo-
ple-centric pol-
icies have
made India a

participated in the summit
alongside Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis, underscoring India’s
proactive approach to navi-
gating an uncertain world
while strengthening both
domestic governance and
global diplomacy.

Mamata confirms 7 suspended
AEROs will retain jobs

KOLKATA

The seven Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Officers
(AEROs) suspended by the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) in West Bengal
will not lose their jobs,
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee said on Tuesday.
They will be assigned alter-
native duties by the state
government but will not
handle any election-related
work, she added, express-
ing confidence in their
performance in new
roles.

Banerjee criticised
the ECI for acting
unilaterally, saying
the officers were not
given a chance to pres-
ent their side. “The Com-
mission is constantly threat-
ening electoral officers and
interfering with the juris-
diction of the state govern-
ment. I request the Com-
mission to operate more
democratically,” she said.

However, officials from
the office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO), West
Bengal, stated that the sus-
pensions were based on
genuine violations of ECI
guidelines during the Spe-

.

cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise. Observers
had cautioned the seven
AEROs, but they allegedly
continued operating outside
the prescribed procedures,
prompting their suspension.
The Chief Minister also
accused the ECI of deleting
names of genuine voters us-
ing Artificial Intelligence
(Al), indirectly pointing to
ECI’s Director General of
IT, Seema Khanna. She said
the Commission is not fol-
lowmg Supreme Court
\\ directives and treat-
ing West Bengal
differently by not
accepting identity
documents con-
sidered valid in
other states.
The issue highlights
ongoing tensions between
the state government and
the ECI amid preparations
for voter list revisions. Ba-
nerjee reiterated that while
the suspended AEROs will
be reassigned, the state will
continue to monitor elector-
al processes closely, ensur-
ing compliance with demo-
cratic norms while protect-
ing the rights of voters and
officials involved in the
revision exercise.

Jharkhand budget session beglns with all-party co-op

RANCHI

An all-party meeting was
held in Ranchi ahead of the
Jharkhand Assembly’s Bud-
get Session, beginning
Wednesday. Speaker Rabin-
dranath Mahato urged mem-
bers across party lines to
cooperate, stressing that con-
structive and factual debates
are essential for finding
solutions to public issues.
He hoped the government
would provide comprehen-
sive replies to members’
questions and directed all
departments to complete
preparations in advance to
avoid disruptions.

Mahato instructed officials
to provide accurate respons-
es, honour previous assur-
ances, and keep the Assem-
bly Secretariat informed.
Earlier, he met senior gov-
ernment officials to review
arrangements and ensure the
presence of senior officers
during proceedings, allow-
ing ministers to access
prompt and updated infor-
mation while responding to

queries.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren said the government is
fully prepared and welcomed
the suggestions given during
the meeting, promising a
smooth session with collec-
tive discussions on state is-
sues. Finance and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Radha Krishna Kishore em-
phasised better interdepart-
mental coordination and
called for organised presen-
tation of proposals and

plans.

Leader of the Opposition
Babulal Marandi, Congress
Legislature Party leader
Pradeep Yadav, RJD leader
Suresh Paswan, and AJSU
MLA Nirmal Mahto were
present. Key topics dis-
cussed included security ar-
rangements, administrative
coordination, document
preparation, and departmen-
tal accountability to ensure
orderly conduct of the Bud-
get Session.
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TTP suicide
attack kills 12
in Bajaur

PESHAWAR
A suicide attack by
Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan militants targeted a
joint security checkpostin
Bajaur, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, killing 12 terror-
ists and a young girl. The
blast damaged parts of
the checkpost and nearby
houses, injuring seven ci-
vilians, including women
and children. Security
forces responded quickly,
engaging fleeing attackers
and rescuing trapped resi-
dents. The TTP claimed
responsibility. Chief Minis-
ter Sohail Afridi con-
demned the attack, urged
speedy relief efforts, and
vowed continued opera-
tions against militants to
ensure regional safety.

ICEarrests
Indian man for child
assault

NEW DELHI
The United States Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) has ar-
rested an Indian man,
Vodela Yashaswi Kotta-
palli, for allegedly sexually
assaulting a child under 13
in New Jersey. He is an un-
documented immigrant
and will stay in custody
during removal proceed-
ings. Authorities say he
also faces theft, shoplift-
ing, and public disorder
charges. ICE called hima
“criminal illegal alien.” The
case has sparked social
media outrage, with peo-
ple demanding strict pun-
ishment and better pro-
tection for children.

Spain probes
X, Meta, TikTok over
‘abuse’

MADRID
Spain has ordered prose-
cutors to investigate X,
Meta, and TikTok for shar-
ing Al-generated child
sexual abuse content,
Prime Minister Pedro
Sénchez said. He warned
that such platforms harm
children’s mental health,
dignity, and rights. The
government said it will
not let tech companies
act with “impunity.” The
move is part of wider ef-
forts to fight online abuse
and protect minors.
Séanchez recently sug-
gested banning social
media for users under 16.
The investigation aims to
make digital platforms
more accountable.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

2 Khameneil warns Trump as

Indirect nuke talks begin

Iranian Supreme Leader Khamenei warned President Trump of severe
consequences as nuclear talks resumed in Geneva

TEHRAN

Iranian Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei issued a
strong warning to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump as indi-
rect nuclear talks between the
two nations resumed in Gene-
va.

Khamenei emphasized that
even the world’s strongest
military could face serious
setbacks, criticizing Trump’s
frequent boasts of military
power. He highlighted the
vulnerability of US warships
and warned that Tehran would
not allow threats to influence
its policies.

The Geneva talks involve
senior US representatives, in-
cluding envoy Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner, who are
meeting Iranian officials to

discuss the long standing nu-
clear dispute. Khamenei’s re-
marks came alongside the ar-
rival of Iran’s Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi and his
delegation, underlining the
country’s firm stance in the
negotiations.

President Trump, mean-
while, reiterated that he
would engage “indirectly”

and warned of consequences
if a deal is not reached. He
referenced recent US strikes
on Iranian nuclear sites in
Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan,
claiming the operations pre-
vented Tehran from obtaining
nuclear weapons. Trump stat-
ed that economic and political
pressures have pushed Iran
back to the negotiating table,

expressing hope for a deal
while acknowledging poten-
tial regional tensions.

The renewed talks follow
the collapse of earlier negoti-
ations held in Muscat and
Rome in April 2025. Both
sides have emphasized their
positions: Tehran insists it
will not tolerate threats, while
Washington maintains a
strong military presence in the
Middle East to reinforce its
warnings.

Observers say these indirect
discussions are crucial for
easing tensions in the region,
as both nations navigate de-
cades of mistrust.

The world is watching
closely, hoping diplomacy can
prevent further escalation and
ensure stability in a historical-
ly volatile region.

Phlhppmes
rebukes China
over ‘coercive’

job warning

MANILA

The Philippines has sharply
criticised the Chinese embas-
sy for warning that worsening
bilateral ties could cost mil-
lions of Filipino jobs, calling
the remarks coercive and in-
appropriate.

The Department of Foreign
Affairs said it “strongly ob-
jected” to the embassy’s state-
ment, arguing that linking
economic cooperation to po-
litical disagreements under-
mines constructive diploma-
cy. It urged Chinese officials
to adopt a more responsible
tone in public exchanges
while reaffirming Manila’s
commitment to resolving dis-
putes through dialogue.

The diplomatic row was
triggered by Beijing’s demand
for action against Philippine
Coast Guard Commodore Jay
Tarriela after he displayed a
caricature of Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping during an ac-
ademic forum. The Chinese
embassy accused him of
spreading “smears”, prompt-
ing the Philippine Senate to
pass a resolution defending
the officer and condemning
the embassy’s intervention as
improper. Some lawmakers
even called for the expulsion

of Chinese diplomats.
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Born in the segregated South, Jackson advanced King’s legacy, led
Operation PUSH, and championed civil rights globally

US civil rights icon Jesse Jackson dies at 84

WASHINGTON

Veteran civil rights leader
Reverend Jesse Jackson, a
close associate of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr and two-time US
presidential hopeful, died
peacefully on Tuesday at the
age of 84, his family an-
nounced.

Jackson devoted more than
five decades to the struggle
for racial equality, social jus-
tice and political empower-
ment of African Americans
and other marginalised com-
munities.

Describing him as a “ser-
vant leader”, his family said
his lifelong commitment to
justice and human dignity
helped inspire a global move-
ment for freedom and equali-
ty.

Born in the segregated

American South, Jackson rose
to prominence during the
1960s civil rights movement
as a protégé of King.

He was present in Memphis
in 1968 when the civil rights
icon was assassinated — an
event he later said deeply
traumatised him.

After King’s death, Jackson
carried forward his legacy by
leading Operation PUSH in
Chicago, which focused on
improving economic and so-

cial opportunities for Black
Americans.

In 1984 and 1988, he
sought the Democratic Party’s
presidential nomination, mak-
ing history with his “Rainbow
Coalition” campaign that
brought together minorities,
workers, the poor and other
underrepresented groups.

Despite being diagnosed
with Parkinson’s disease in
2017, Jackson remained ac-
tive in public life, advocat-
ing progressive causes and
urging equitable access to
COVID-19 vaccines for
Black communities.

Known for his powerful
oratory and message of
hope, Jackson’s influence
extended far beyond the
United States, leaving a last-
ing imprint on the global
civil rights movement.

New Mexico lawmakers launch
probe into Epstein ranch

SANTA FE

New Mexico legislators ap-
proved a bipartisan truth
commission to investigate
alleged trafficking and
abuse at Jeffrey Epstein’s
Zorro Ranch and gather sur-
vivor testimony.

In a unanimous vote, the
New Mexico House of Rep-
resentatives cleared legisla-
tion creating the state’s first
comprehensive inquiry into
the sprawling Zorro Ranch
property, about 55 km south
of Santa Fe.

The four-member com-
mission will have the au-
thority to issue subpoenas,
record testimonies from sur-
vivors and local residents,
and compile findings for an
initial report in July and a
final submission by year-
end.

The move follows the re-
lease of millions of previ-
ously undisclosed docu-

ments related to Epstein, the
disgraced financier who
died in a New York jail in
2019 while awaiting trial on
federal sex-trafficking
charges. Lawmakers said
the alleged crimes
linked to the ranch
were never fully
examined de-
spite repeat-
ed com-
plaints over
the years.
Victim ad-
vocates main-
tain that girls
and young wom-
en were trafficked
to the 7,600-acre estate
as early as the mid-1990s.
Civil lawsuits have identi-
fied the property as a site of
abuse, while earlier testimo-
ny to federal investigators
described Epstein flying in
“masseuses” and recruiting
local therapists. Epstein,
however, was never formal-

ly charged over offences
tied to the ranch.

State Representative Mel-
anie Stansbury said the
commission would help
build a complete account of

events and identify in-
dividuals who may
. have enabled the
crimes.
;%4 Co-sponsor
* Andrea
Romero add-
ed that earlier
state-level ef-
forts were halt-
ed at the request
of federal prose-
cutors, leaving sig-
nificant gaps in account-
ability.

The current owners of the
property have pledged full
cooperation. Officials say
the inquiry aims not only to
pursue justice for survivors
but also to ensure stronger
safeguards against future
abuse.

UKRAINE PEACE DEAL

India and Japan have reaf-
firmed their growing partner-
ship, highlighting increased
cooperation across political,
economic, and strategic sec-
tors. India’s Ambassador-des-
ignate to Japan, Nagma Mal-
lick, met Japanese Minister of
Internal Affairs and Commu-
nications Hayashi Yoshimasa,
emphasizing steady progress
in bilateral ties. Both sides re-
viewed ongoing collaboration
in areas such as trade, tech-
nology, infrastructure, and
security.

The engagement follows
high-level exchanges, includ-
ing External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar’s meetings with
leaders from Japan, Germany,
and Brazil during the Munich
Security Conference 2026.
The discussions focused on
strengthening multilateral co-
operation and advancing
shared global goals.

Earlier this month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi con-
gratulated Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi on
her electoral win, expressing
confidence that the India-Ja-
pan Special Strategic and
Global Partnership would
reach new heights under her
leadership. The two leaders
had met previously at the G20
Summit in Johannesburg,
¢ where they discussed innova-

GAZA CITY

Hamas dismissed Israel’s 60-
day disarmament demand,
warning renewed war would
destabilise region as fragile
ceasefire negotiations and
reconstruction plans contin-
ue.

Hamas has rejected an ul-
timatum issued by a senior
Israeli official calling on the
group to disarm within 60
days or face a resumption of
military operations in Gaza.
Senior Hamas leader Mah-
moud Mardawi said the
movement had no knowledge
of any such proposal and de-
scribed Israeli statements as
“media threats” not linked to
ongoing negotiations.

The warning was delivered
by Israeli Cabinet Secretary
Yossi Fuchs at a conference
in Jerusalem, where he said
the timeline was tied to a
United States-backed initia-
tive and could begin around
the February 19 meeting of

Hamas rejects Netanyahu aide’s
60-day ultimatum for group to disarm

India-Japan deepen
CO-0P aCross
multiple sectors

TOKYO

India and Japan reaffirm
strong ties, expanding
collaboration in trade,

defence, technology, and

regional security to
promote peace, stability,
and prosperity across
the Indo-Pacific region.

tion, defence, trade, and talent
mobility, reaffirming the im-
portance of their partnership
for regional peace and stabil-
ity.

India and Japan continue to
expand cooperation in critical
areas, reflecting a shared vi-
sion for a free, open, and in-
clusive Indo-Pacific region.
Both nations are committed to
promoting economic growth,
security, and prosperity
through joint initiatives in
technology, defence collabo-
ration, infrastructure develop-
ment, and talent exchange
programs. Experts note that
sustained engagement
strengthens regional stability
and reinforces strategic ties
between the two Asian de-
mocracies.

This deepening cooperation
signals a long-term commit-
ment to building strong, resil-
ient partnerships that benefit
both countries and the broader
Indo-Pacific, reinforcing their
role as key players in promot-
ing global stability and sus-
tainable development.

President Donald Trump’s
Board of Peace, which is ex-
pected to discuss Gaza’s re-
construction. Fuchs indicated
that if the plan failed, the Is-
raeli military would “com-
plete the mission”.

Hamas reiterated that it
would not surrender its
weapons while Gaza remains
under Israeli occupation,
cautioning that any return to
war would have serious re-
gional consequences. The
group has consistently ar-
gued that disarming an occu-
pied population would leave
Palestinians defenceless.

The development comes
during the second phase of a
US-mediated ceasefire that
began in mid-January and
includes proposals for
Hamas’s disarmament and
the possible deployment of
an international peacekeep-
ing force. Hamas leaders,
including Khaled Meshaal,
have previously rejected
such demands.

Land dispute dommates Russia-Ukraine peace talks

GENEVA

US-mediated talks between
Russia and Ukraine began in
Geneva, focusing on territori-
al control, security guaran-
tees, and international pres-
sure. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Kyiv faces stronger demands
than Moscow to make con-
cessions, highlighting the
difficulty of achieving a
breakthrough.

The talks come amid re-
newed Russian airstrikes that
damaged Odesa’s energy in-
frastructure, leaving tens of

thousands without heat and
water during winter. Zelen-
skyy called for tougher sanc-
tions on Russia and increased
military aid from allies to

secure a “real and just”
peace.

Territory remains the big-
gest obstacle. Russia is press-

ing Ukraine to hand over the

remaining Donetsk areas,

which Kyiv has firmly reject-
ed. Moscow currently con-
trols about 20 percent of
Ukraine, including Crimea
and parts of the Donbas
seized before and after the
2022 invasion.

The Russian team is led by
Kremlin aide Vladimir Me-
dinsky, while Ukraine is rep-
resented by National Security
and Defence Council secre-
tary Rustem Umerov.

US envoys Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner are medi-
ating after previous talks in
Abu Dhabi failed. Disagree-

ments also continue over
control of the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant and the
possible presence of Western
troops in postwar Ukraine.
With the fourth anniversary
of Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion on February 24 ap-
proaching, expectations for a
major agreement are low.

Despite the challenges,
Kyiv maintains its aim for a
sustainable and lasting peace,
stressing the importance of
international support and fair
negotiations to end Europe’s
largest conflict since World
War II.
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Benfica

with Mbappe fit for revenge bid

Spanish giants seek knockout response after shock group-stage defeat

MADRID

Real Madrid travel to Lisbon
aiming to settle scores with
Benfica in the Champions
League knockout stage,
buoyed by the return of Ky-
lian Mbappé.

Three weeks ago, Benfica
stunned Madrid 4-2 in the
league phase under coach
José Mourinho, a result that
denied the Spanish side auto-
matic qualification for the
round of 16 and sent the Por-

tuguese club through on goal
difference. The rematch at the
Estadio da Luz opens their
two-legged knockout tie.

Madrid coach Alvaro Arbe-
loa insisted the focus is on
progression, not revenge.
“Benfica did not surprise me
because I know José Mourin-
ho’s teams. It’s a new match
and we are ready,” he said,
praising his former mentor’s
leadership.

Mourinho, meanwhile, de-
scribed Madrid as “a wound-

>

ed king,” warning that his
side would need to be near
perfect to advance. Benfica
famously secured qualifica-
tion thanks to a dramatic late
header from goalkeeper Ana-
toliy Trubin in their previous
meeting.

A major boost for Madrid is
Mbappé’s availability. The
forward, who has scored 38
goals this season, missed the
weekend league fixture due to
a minor knee issue but has
been declared fit. He netted

twice in the earlier loss to
Benfica and will again spear-
head Madrid’s attack.

Elsewhere in the knockout
round, defending champions
Paris Saint-Germain face Mo-
naco, while Inter Milan take
on Norwegian debutants
Bode/Glimt.

For Madrid, record 14-time
European champions, the mis-
sion is clear: overcome
Mourinho’s Benfica and con-
tinue their pursuit of another
continental crown.

Morikawa
triumphs at Pebble
Beach; Bhatia ties

for sixth
PEBBLE BEACH

Collin Morikawa ended a
28-month title drought with a
composed final-round perfor-
mance to win the AT&T Peb-
ble Beach Pro-Am, while Ak-
shay Bhatia slipped to a tied
sixth finish after leading
heading.

Morikawa shot a five-under
67 in blustery conditions at
Pebble Beach Golf Links to
finish at 22-under 266, secur-
ing a one-shot victory over
Sepp Straka and Min Woo
Lee. The two-time major
champion had gone 45 starts
without a win since October
2023 but delivered under
pressure in a dramatic final
round that saw six players
share the lead at various stag-
es. The decisive moment
came at the par-5 18th, where
Morikawa struck a su-
perb 4-iron from 235
yards, starting the
ball over the '
ocean wall <"
and riding

the wind
back toward %
the green. A _»
calm two- ¥

putt sealed
the title af-
ter a tense
wait caused
by a ruling
involving Ja-
cob Bridge- /'
man on the
closing
hole.

Bhatia,
who be-
gan the &
d ay |
with a
two- |
shot [F&
cush- N
ion,
carded a closing 72 to
finish three shots behind the
winner. The 54-hole leader
struggled to build momentum,
managing only two birdies
over his final 29 holes as
swirling winds reshaped the
leaderboard. Fellow Indi-
an-American Sahith Theegala
finished tied 60th after a 71.

World No. 1 Scottie Schef-
fler mounted a stunning
charge with a 63 that featured
three eagles, briefly tying for
the lead before settling for a
tie for fourth alongside Tom-
my Fleetwood.

-

Ezzejjari’s brace powers East
Bengal past NorthEast United

KOLKATA

Youssef Ezzejjari struck twice
in six minutes before Miguel
Ferreira added a stop-
page-time goal as East Bengal
FC cruised to a 3-0 victory
over NorthEast United FC in
the Indian Super League at
the Vivekananda Yuba Bhara-
ti Krirangan.

Despite dominating posses-
sion in the first half, the Red
& Gold Brigade struggled to
carve out clear chances
against a disciplined North-
East defence guarded by Gur-
meet in goal. The Highland-
ers, meanwhile, sought to
exploit space behind the
hosts’ high defensive line,
with Jithin and Parthib at-
tempting to use their pace on
the counter, though the final
delivery often went astray.

East Bengal finished the
opening half strongly but
were unable to break the
deadlock before the interval.

Six-minute second-half
burst seals command-
ing home victory for
hosts

NorthEast began the second
period brightly, again threat-
ening through Jithin’s runs,
yet without tangible reward.
At the other end, Miguel Fer-
reira tested Gurmeet after
connecting with a well-timed
cross from Bipin Singh.

The breakthrough arrived in
the 65th minute. Jeakson
Singh initiated the move, re-
leasing Bipin on the flank,
and the winger delivered a
precise cross into the box. Ez-
zejjari timed his run perfectly,
losing his marker to head
home his maiden league goal.
The Spaniard doubled the ad-
vantage within five minutes,
capitalising after Edmund
Lalrindika’s lobbed pass de-
flected kindly into his path,
leaving him with a simple fin-
ish.

NorthEast nearly pulled one
back in the 84th minute when
Thoi Singh’s cross rattled the
crossbar after goalkeeper Pra-
bhsukhan Gill misjudged his
leap.

Ferreira then capped the
performance in injury time,
latching onto Jay Gupta’s
through ball and firing a clin-
ical left-footed strike into the
bottom corner to seal an em-
phatic win for the hosts.

Smriti Mandhana named
BBC Indian Sportswoman
of the Year 2025

NEW DELHI

Smriti Mandhana was on

. Tuesday named the BBC In-

. dian Sportswoman of
i, the Year for 2025,
capping a stellar sea-
son in which she
X played a central role in
8 India’s Women’s World
v Cup triumph.
}:. Mandhana edged out
¥/ a strong field that in-
'/ cluded India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur,
# chess prodigy Divya
* . Deshmukh, hurdler

~ | and shooter

Suruchi Singh
to claim the

"\ prestigious f
A\ honour.

. The ele-
gant

a:
(-
>

i

e

Jyothl Yarraji ._‘\P.i:. i

=Ny

left-handed batter was instru-
mental in India’s victorious
Women’s World Cup 2025
campaign, delivering crucial
performances at the top of the
order. She also enjoyed success
in franchise cricket, lifting the
Women’s Premier League tro-
phy for the second time, under-
lining her consistency across
formats. Currently touring
Australia for a bilateral series,
Mandhana was unable to at-
tend the ceremony. Her moth-
er, Smita Mandhana, accepted
the award on her behalf.

In a message shared

i~ during the ceremony,

. Mandhana said,
4 “Thank you, BBC, for
giving me the award
| for Best Sportswoman
of the Year. 2025 was
a special year for
{ women’s cricket, espe-
¥ cially towards the end
when we had the World
~ Cup. I’'m happy I could
~ contribute and help In-
%, dia win matches.”
' The winner was
\ selected by a dis-
tinguished jury
comprising tennis
legend Leander
Paes, Paralympic
medallist Deepa Ma-
lik and long jump icon
Anju Bobby George.
Mandhana’s latest acco-
lade further cements her sta-
tus as one of the leading fig-
ures in Indian women’s sport,
inspiring a new generation of
cricketers with her achieve-

, ments on the global stage.
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Atiga Mir scales
WSK heights as
lone female on grid

NEW DELHI

Atiqa Mir continues to turn
heads on the international
karting circuit, showcasing
rare composure and speed af-
ter stepping up to the de-
manding OKNJ Junior cate-
gory in the 2026 season.

The 11-year-old prodigy,
the only female on a fiercely
competitive WSK Super Mas-
ter Series grid, made a volun-
tary leap from the Mini class
to Junior — a significant
jump in both machinery and
competition. Undeterred by
sub-zero European conditions
and unfamiliar tracks, Atiqa
announced her arrival with a
stunning P2 finish in qualify-
ing at the season opener.

She followed it up with an-
other standout performance at
the iconic Circuito Internazi-
onale Napoli, clocking the
sixth-fastest time in tricky wet
conditions. During the race,
she carved her way through a
45-plus kart field, gaining as
many as 16 positions in a re-
markable charge. The shift
from Mini (ages 8—12) to Ju-
nior (12—14) represents a
massive technical challenge.

Yamal misses penalty as
Girona stun Barcelona 2-1

GIRONA

Lamine Yamal missed a first-
half penalty as Barcelona
slumped to a 2-1 defeat at Gi-
rona, missing the chance to
overtake Real Madrid at the
top of La Liga.

The loss — Barcelona’s
second in less than a week
following their Copa del Rey

thrashing by Atletico Madrid g §
— leaves Hansi Flick’s side 3
second in the standings,

two points behind Madrid.

Barcelona had an oppor- 4

tunity to seize control be-

fore halftime when Yamal @
stepped up from the spot, &

only to see his effort crash
against the post. The visi-
tors finally broke the
deadlock 14 minutes into |
the second half as Pau

Late collapse denies
Barca chance to
reclaim La Liga summit

Cubarsi powered home a
header from Jules Kounde’s
cross, bringing up Barcelona’s
100th goal in all competitions
this season.
ke,  But Girona re-
y sponded swift-
&% ly. Just three
 £2 minutes later,
~ Thomas Le-
“ mar equal-
w5 ised from
close range
after impres-
sive wing play
by Vladyslav
Vanat. Barcelo-
na goalkeeper
Joan Garcia

had already been called into
action several times and was
left exposed again as Girona
grew in confidence.

With both sides pushing for
a winner, Girona delivered the
decisive blow in the 87th
minute. Substitute Fran Bel-
tran drilled a low shot into the
corner from just inside the
area to spark wild celebra-
tions among the home fans.

Joel Roca was sent off in
stoppage time, but Barcelona
failed to capitalise on their
numerical advantage.

The victory ended Girona’s
three-game winless run and
lifted them to 12th in a tightly
packed mid-table, while Bar-
celona’s title push suffered a
significant setback in the in-
tensifying Spanish league
race.

Neuer’s injury hurts Bayern, missing leadership
during decisive season stretch

Manuel Neuer sidelined for

MUNICH

Bayern Munich goalkeeper
and captain Manuel Neuer
will be out of action for sev-
eral weeks after sustaining a
calf injury, the Bundesliga
leaders confirmed.

The 39-year-old suffered a
minor muscle tear in his left
calf during Bayern’s 3-0 vic-
tory over Werder Bremen.
Neuer picked up the injury in
the first half and was substi-
tuted at the break, with
22-year-old Jonas Urbig tak-
ing his place for the remain-
der of the match.

In a statement, Bayern said
Neuer would be unavailable
“for the time being,” a time-
line that is expected to side-
line him for the upcoming
“der Klassiker” clash against
Borussia Dortmund on Febru-
ary 28. The marquee encoun-
ter could prove significant in
the title race, with Bayern
currently holding a six-point
advantage over Dortmund at

-

the top of the table with 12
rounds remaining. Neuer’s
absence is a setback for the
Bavarian giants, given his ex-
perience and leadership at a
crucial stage of the season.
The veteran goalkeeper has
been a mainstay for both club
and country for over a decade
and continues to play a pivot-
al role despite nearing 40.
The injury opens the door
for Urbig to gain valuable
first-team minutes in the com-

weeks with calf injury

ing weeks. The young
shot-stopper is now expected
to deputise as Bayern navi-
gate domestic and European
commitments.

While the club has not
specified an exact return date,
the phrase “several weeks”
suggests Neuer will miss mul-
tiple fixtures, leaving Bayern
to rely on their squad depth as
they push to maintain their
Bundesliga lead and pursue
further silverware this season.

Meyers Taylor claims historic
monobob gold at Milan Cortina

CORTINA D'AMPEZZO

Elana Meyers Taylor finally
captured the one prize that
had eluded her glittering ca-
reer, winning the women’s
monobob title at the 2026
Winter Olympics to become
the oldest American woman
to claim gold at a Winter
Games.

The 41-year-old clocked a
combined time of 3 minutes,
57.93 seconds over four heats,
sealing victory with a stirring
final run. When the result be-
came official, Meyers Taylor
dropped to her knees in tears
before wrapping herself in the
American flag.

Germany’s Laura Nolte,
who led by 0.15 seconds en-
tering the last heat, settled for
silver after failing to hold her
advantage. Fellow American
Kaillie Humphries claimed
bronze in 3:58.05, securing
her fifth Olympic medal.

Meyers Taylor had already
amassed five Olympic medals
— three silver and two bronze
— across previous Games,
along with multiple World
Cup and world championship
titles. She was also the most
decorated Black athlete in
Winter Olympic history even
before this breakthrough.
Now, with six career medals,
she equals Bonnie Blair for

the most Winter Olympic
medals by a U.S. woman.

Sliding in reverse order
among the top three, Hum-
phries posted her time first to
lock in at least bronze. Mey-
ers Taylor followed with a
near-flawless descent that
guaranteed no worse than sil-
ver and ultimately proved un-
beatable when Nolte’s final
run fell short.

Brentford survive scare against
Macclesfield in FA Cup

LONDON

Brentford narrowly avoided a
major upset in the FA Cup,
edging sixth-tier Macclesfield
1-0 thanks to a late own goal.

The Premier League side,
currently seventh in the top
flight, were heavy favourites
against opponents sitting 116
places below them in the En-
glish football pyramid. How-
ever, they were made to work
hard at Moss Rose, where
Macclesfield once again
demonstrated the resilience
that had seen them knock out
holders Crystal Palace in the
previous round.

Brentford manager rotated

his squad heavily, making
seven changes, but still field-
ed a side expected to progress
comfortably. Instead, the
hosts matched them for inten-
sity and organisation, frustrat-
ing the visitors for much of
the contest. The decisive mo-
ment arrived 20 minutes from
time. Aaron Hickey delivered
a teasing cross into the box,
and under pressure, Maccles-
field defender and PE teacher
Sam Heathcote inadvertently
headed the ball into his own
net, breaking the deadlock in
cruel fashion.

Macclesfield, managed by
John Rooney — brother of
former England captain

Wayne Rooney — refused to
fold. They pushed forward in
the closing stages in search of
an equaliser that would have
forced extra time, but Brent-
ford’s defence held firm to
preserve their slender advan-
tage. Despite the narrow mar-
gin, Brentford’s progression
ensures their place in the last
16, where they will face West
Ham United.

For Macclesfield, the defeat
marked the end of a spirited
cup run that captured the
imagination, while Brentford
will be relieved to have side-
stepped one of the competi-
tion’s potential giant-killing
stories.
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Adani unveils S100B plan for green-powered Al infra

The road map expands on AdaniConnex’s existing 2 GW national data centre footprint, targeting 5 GW of capacity

‘Global South must build its own multilingual AI models’

NEW DELHI

Gautam Adani announces
massive green data centre in-
vestment to boost India’s Al
leadership ambitions.

Billionaire industrialist
Gautam Adani has revealed a
bold plan to invest $100 bil-
lion by 2035 to build green,
Al-ready data centres across
India. The project, led by the
Adani Group, aims to create
what it calls India’s sovereign
Al backbone and strengthen
the country’s role in the
fast-growing global artificial
intelligence sector.

The group said the direct
investment could attract an-
other $150 billion in related
sectors over the next decade,
including server manufactur-
ing and digital infrastructure.

A $250-billion Al infra vision

The initiative aims to create a long-
term sovereign energy and compute
platform to position India as a global
leader in ‘Intelligence Revolution’. The
Group estimates the investment will

catalyse an additional $150 billion
to create a projected $250 billion Al

ecosystem over the next decade.

Together, this could help
build a $250 billion Al eco-
system in India.

In a regulatory filing, flag-
ship company Adani Enter-
prises Ltd. said its shares rose
up to 2.4 per cent in early
trade on Tuesday after the an-
nouncement, reflecting posi-
tive investor response.

Adani said the world is go-
ing through an Intelligence
Revolution that is more pow-
erful than past industrial
changes.

He added that countries
able to combine energy
strength with computing
power will shape the fu-
ture, and India is in a
strong position to lead.

The roadmap expands
on AdaniConnex’s exist-
ing 2 GW data centre

network, which will be scaled
up to 5 GW.

The group plans to work
with Google to build a large
Al data centre campus in Vi-
sakhapatnam. It has also part-
nered with Microsoft to set up
campuses in Noida, Hyder-
abad and Pune.

Experts say
the move
could boost
India’s digital
strength and
speed up Al
innovation.

Building world’s largest
integrated data centre platform

The road map expands on AdaniCon-
nex’s existing 2 GW national data centre
footprint, targeting 5 GW of capacity.
The platform will integrate renewable
power generation, transmission net-
works and hyperscale Al compute in a
unified architecture

NEW DELHI

Former Amitabh Kant on
Tuesday urged India and oth-
er Global South nations to
develop their own artificial
intelligence (AI) models us-
ing local data to ensure in-
clusive growth and equitable
benefits.

Speaking at the India Al
Impact Summit 2026 during
the session “Al for India’s
Next Billion,” Kant empha-
sised that Al systems must

be multilingual, accessible,
affordable, and accountable.
He warned that rapid Al ad-
vancements and massive
global investments could
widen socio-economic gaps
if not responsibly imple-
mented.

Kant stressed that Al
should reach those below the
poverty line and improve ed-
ucation, healthcare, and nu-
trition. He noted that sys-
tems not designed for under-
privileged populations risk

deepening existing inequali-
ties. Highlighting linguistic
diversity, he said Al tools
that are not multilingual
could exclude large 4
sections of society.
He pointed out
that India and other
Global South coun- #
tries contribute sig-
nificantly to the data
powering large lan-
guage models, with India
providing 33 per cent more
data than the United States.

Kant cautioned that global tech
firms could monetise this data

for expensive products, side-
lining the very nations
that supplied it.

Drawing lessons
from India’s digital
public infrastruc-
ture success, he
suggested a layered
Al model: a strong
digital identity frame-

work at the base, with pri-
vate players building compet-
itive solutions on top

India to add 20,000 GPUs in a week:

NEW DELHI

Government plans major ex-
pansion of Al computing
power and outlines next
phase of strategy.
Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Tuesday said In-
dia will add 20,000
more GPUs within
a week, raising total
capacity beyond
38,000 already available
under the IndiaAl Mission.
The move aims to strengthen

the country’s artificial intelli-
gence computing infrastruc-
ture.
A GPU is a powerful chip
that helps run Al pro-
grams and process
complex tasks faster.
Vaishnaw said over
38,000 high-end
GPUs are currently
available at about
Rs 65 per hour,
nearly one-third of
global average costs.
He added that the next
phase of India’s Al journey

will focus on design and re-
search, building solutions
suited to Indian needs. Al-re-
lated investments at the India
Al Impact Summit are expect-
ed to cross USD 200 billion,
including USD 90 billion al-
ready committed.

The minister said India is in
talks with major firms for
more Al investments. He also
highlighted Al awareness pro-
grams in schools across rural
and urban areas, using regional
languages and cultural context.

On regulation, he noted that

Union Min

India is working with around
30 countries on Al policy and
supports a techno-legal ap-
proach. Global platforms such
as Netflix and Meta must fol-
low India’s constitutional
framework, he said.

Vaishnaw called for stron-
ger rules against deepfakes,
especially to protect children,
and stressed fair copyright
payments for content creators.
He said India continues to
share its digital public infra-
structure globally without
seeking royalties.

QUICKREAD

Indian autoindustry
set for moderate
growth

NEW DELHI
The ICRA has said that
India’s auto industry will
see moderate growth of
3—6 percentin 2026-27.
This comes after strong
growth in late 2025-26
due to GST-related ben-
efits and good rural de-
mand. Passenger vehi-
cle sales may rise 4—6
per cent, while
two-wheeler sales could
grow 3-5 per cent.
Commercial vehicle vol-
umes are also expected
to increase 4—6 per
cent, helped by eco-
nomic activity and
steady demand
for buses.

India shifts
focus to hybrid power
projects

NEW DELHI
Nuvama Research has
said that India’s power

sector is now moving to-
wards hybrid and stor-
age-based projects. This
shift aims to improve
power reliability and
better use renewable
energy. The report noted
that solar power supply
is currently enough, with
solar-hour prices at Rs
4.3 per kWh in January
2026. During the day,
supply was higher than
demand, leading to al-
most no power shortage
and stable electricity
availability.

RBImay keep
interest rates
unchanged

NEW DELHI
The Reserve Bank of In-
diais likely to keep inter-
est rates unchanged in
FY27, according to a re-
port released on Tues-
day. The bank’s Monetary
Policy Committee is ex-
pected to hold rates
steady as consumer
price index inflation may
rise slightly in the coming
year. The move aims to
control inflation while
supporting economic
stability. The report sug-
gests that policymakers
will closely watch price
trends before taking any
major decision.

India-Ireland forge digital future

NEW DELHI

Jyotiraditya Scindia on Tues-
day held a high-level meeting
with Jack Chambers to
strengthen digital ties be-
tween India and Ireland.

The talks focused on ex-
panding cooperation between
the two countries, both seen
as innovation-driven democ-
racies. The meeting highlight-
ed India’s fast digital growth
and explored new ways to
work together in the digital
economy.

Scindia briefed the Irish
delegation on India’s Digital
Public Infrastructure, includ-
ing the Unified Payments In-
terface and the Direct Benefit
Transfer system. He said
these platforms have changed
how services and payments
are delivered across the coun-
try. He also spoke about In-
dia’s rapid 5G rollout and ef-
forts to expand rural broad-
band to bridge the digital di-
vide. According to him, these
developments form the base
of a future-ready partnership
between the two nations.

Ministers discuss digital
public systems, 5G
growth, Al cooperation
and global telecom
leadership, aiming to
build a strong, future-
ready partnership
between two innovation-
driven democracies.

The ministers discussed co-
operation in emerging tech-
nologies such as quantum
communications, artificial
intelligence and regulatory
innovation. Both sides ex-
pressed interest in working
together in advanced digital

fields.

The meeting also covered
global cooperation under the
International Telecommunica-
tion Union.

India is seeking support for
its bid to host the ITU Pleni-
potentiary Conference in
2030. By requesting Ireland’s
backing, India hopes to
strengthen its role in global
telecom policy and promote
inclusive digital growth.

Scindia later said both na-
tions can build a strong and
forward-looking digital
partnership based on shared
values and technological
progress.

JSW MG Motor to launch
6 new NEVs in India

MUMBAI

JSW MG Motor India is set
to expand aggressively in
India’s New Energy Vehicle
(NEV) segment, planning
six new model launches
soon.

The company, already
strong in the electric vehicle
market with the MG Wind-
sor EV, MG Comet EV, and
MG ZS EV, aims to further
strengthen its NEV portfo-
lio. NEVs include Battery
Electric Vehicles (BEVs),
Plug-in Hybrid Electric Ve-
hicles (PHEVs), and Strong
Hybrid Vehicles.

Anurag Mehrotra, Manag-
ing Director of JSW MG
Motor India, confirmed most
upcoming models will be
NEVs. Among them is the
Majestor SUV, recently
showcased in Faridabad, and
MG’s first plug-in hybrid
SUV for India, codenamed

°520°. This new model will
sit on a multi-energy plat-
form and compete with
models like the Mahindra
XEV 9S and XUV7XO.
The PHEV may be based
on the Wuling Starlight 560
SUYV, sold internationally as
Xingguang in China and
Waling Eksion in Indonesia.
Globally, the SUV comes in
5- and 7-seater layouts, com-
bining SUV styling with
MPYV practicality. The plug-
in hybrid variant features a
20.5 kWh battery paired
with a 1.5-litre petrol en-

gine, providing around 100
km of electric-only range.
The pure electric variant
uses a 56.7 kWh battery, of-
fering up to 500 km on a
single charge.

MG Motor plans to price
the upcoming EVs and
PHEVs competitively. The
plug-in hybrid SUV is ex-
pected to face limited com-
petition initially and could
serve as a practical bridge
for buyers transitioning from
conventional internal com-
bustion vehicles to fully
electric cars in India.
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‘Agr1 residues can yleld
18000 MW power in India’

NEW DELHI

India aims to generate over
18,000 MW of power annual-
ly from its 350 million tonnes
of agricultural residues, turn-
ing waste into a valuable re-
source, according to an offi-
cial statement on Tuesday.
The government is promot-
ing circular agriculture, where
crop residues are used not
only for energy but also to
produce nutrient-rich organic
fertilisers, reducing depen-
dence on chemicals and im-
proving soil health. Under the
Crop Residue Management
Initiatives, Rs 3,926 crore has
been provided between 2018—
19 and 2025-26. Over 42,000
Custom Hiring Centres and
3.24 lakh machines have been
deployed to support sustain-
able residue management.
Flagship schemes like GO-
BARdhan have helped estab-
lish 979 biogas plants across
51.4% of districts as of Janu-
ary 14, 2026. These plants
convert dung, crop residues,

and food waste into clean en-
ergy and organic manure.

Globally, 1.3 billion tonnes
of food are wasted yearly, and
nearly one-third of municipal
solid waste is biodegradable.
Poor waste management re-
leases methane, pollutes air
and water, and accelerates cli-
mate change, making sustain-
able solutions both environ-
mentally and economically
critical.

The statement emphasised
adopting a “waste-to-wealth”
approach, recovering, reusing,
and reintegrating value from
residues. Scaling proven in-
terventions, strengthening lo-
cal institutions, and aligning
economic incentives with
ecological outcomes can
make circular agriculture a
key driver of food security,
climate resilience, and inclu-
sive rural development. By
converting agricultural waste
into energy and fertiliser, In-
dia seeks to enhance sustain-
ability while boosting rural
prosperity.

India's exports surge, eyes $860 billion

NEW DELHI

India’s export sector showed
strong growth in January, with
combined merchandise and
services shipments rising
13.16 per cent year-on-year to
$80.45 billion, up from $71.09
billion in January 2025, ac-
cording to Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry data.
Merchandise exports alone
increased 0.6 per cent to
$36.56 billion despite global
economic challenges. From
April to January, cumulative
exports of goods and services
rose 6.15 per cent to $720.76
billion. Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal expressed
confidence that India could

reach $860 billion in total ex-
ports by the end of the finan-
cial year.

Imports in January jumped
19 per cent to $71.24 billion,
driven mainly by higher gold
and silver purchases. This
widened the merchandise trade
deficit to $34.68 billion, up
from $23.43 billion a year ear-
lier and $25 billion in Decem-
ber.

The January data also re-
flects easing US tariffs, which
were reduced from 30 per cent
to 18 per cent under the recent
India—US Bilateral Trade
Agreement. The pact provides
tariff rationalisation, zero-duty
access for key products, and
safeguards for farmers, MS-

PRICE DATA

MEs, and domestic industries.

India’s exports to the US to-
talled $86.35 billion in 2024,
and the agreement is expected
to boost competitiveness in
textiles, leather, gems and jew-
ellery, agriculture, machinery,
pharmaceuticals, and technol-
ogy sectors. Tariffs on $30.94
billion worth of goods were

milestone

cut from 50 per cent to 18 per
cent, while duties on $10.03
billion of exports were re-
moved entirely.

Analysts say these changes
will improve price advantages
and market access for Indian
products, strengthening the
country’s position in global
trade.

India’s wholesale inflation climbs to 1.81%

NEW DELHI

India’s wholesale inflation
stood at 1.81 per cent in Jan-
uary compared to the same
month last year, according to
data released by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry on
Monday.

The rise in wholesale prices
was mainly driven by higher
costs of basic metals, food
products, textiles and other
manufactured goods. On a
monthly basis, the Wholesale
Price Index increased by 0.51
per cent in January 2026 over
December 2025.

The Food Index, which in-
cludes food articles and food
products, eased slightly from
196.0 in December to 194.2

—— .

in January. However, on a
yearly basis, food inflation
under wholesale prices rose to
1.41 per cent.
Manufacturing, which
makes up over 64 per cent of
the WPI basket, recorded a
1.3 per cent increase during
the month. Out of 22 manu-

facturing groups, 19 saw price
gains, led by basic metals,
food products, textiles and
electrical equipment. Prices
fell in pharmaceuticals, ma-
chinery and furniture com-
pared to December.

Retail inflation, based on
the Consumer Price Index

with the revised 2024 base
year, was earlier reported at
2.75 per cent in January by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.
Food inflation under CPI
stood at 2.13 per cent.

Among vegetables, prices
of potatoes, onions and garlic
declined, while tomato prices
increased. Pulses such as ar-
har and tur also saw lower
rates.

Housing inflation was re-
corded at 2.05 per cent.

Precious metal jewellery
prices showed a sharp jump.
Silver jewellery inflation
surged to 159.67 per cent,
while gold jewellery prices
rose 46.77 per cent year-on-
year.
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Pakistan eye Super 8s spotin
must-win clash against Namibia

NRR battle intensifies as Pakistan seek decisive victory in Colombo

COLOMBO

Former champions Pakistan
face a do-or-die encounter
against Namibia in their final
Group A fixture of the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup on
Wednesday, with qualification
for the Super 8s hanging in
the balance.

While India have already
sealed their berth following a
commanding 61-run win over
Pakistan earlier this week, the
second qualification spot re-
mains up for grabs. Both Pa-
kistan and the United States
are locked on four points, but
the USA hold a significant ad-
vantage in net run rate (0.788)
compared to Pakistan’s nega-
tive -0.403. The equation is
simple for Pakistan: win, and
they stay alive. Any slip-up

- LY
would leave them relying on
other results and complex per-
mutations.

Led by Salman Ali Agha,
Pakistan’s campaign has been
jolted by their defeat to India,
which exposed familiar frail-
ties in their batting. The spot-

light will once again be on
Babar Azam and the top order
after their collapse in the pre-
vious match. Reduced to 13
for three by India’s pace at-
tack, Pakistan never recov-
ered, raising concerns about
their approach in high-pres-

sure games.

Shaheen Shah Afridi, too,
will be eager to rediscover
rhythm after an expensive
spell against India. Early
breakthroughs against Namib-
ia could prove decisive in eas-
ing nerves within the Paki-
stani camp.

Despite being winless, Na-
mibia have shown discipline
and tactical sharpness. Cap-
tain Gerhard Erasmus im-
pressed with a four-wicket
haul against India and will
relish testing Pakistan’s vul-
nerable middle order. With JJ
Smit’s pace and Louren
Steenkamp’s steady starts at
the top, Namibia have the
tools to challenge. For Paki-
stan, the path is clear — de-
liver a clinical performance or

risk an early exit.

Shoaib Akhtar calls Naqvi

‘eood man’ after PCB outburst

COLOMBO

Former Pakistan speedster
Shoaib Akhtar has softened
his stance against Mohsin
Nagqvi, a day after lashing out
at the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chief following Paki-
stan’s 61-run defeat to India in
the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup. Akhtar had earlier de-
scribed Naqvi as “incompetent
and illiterate” after Sunday’s
loss in Colombo, remarks that
quickly went viral and sparked
widespread debate. However,
the former pacer clarified that
his comments were not per-
sonally directed at Naqvi.
“The words ‘incompetent
and jaahil” were not meant for
Mohsin Naqvi bhai. My hint
was towards the top brass run-
ning international cricket. The
television channel twisted it,”
Akhtar said, adding that Naqvi

¢ is a “good guy” who wants to

Former pacer clarifies
remarks amid backlash
after India defeat
controversy

improve Pakistan cricket but
may not always receive the
right advice.

Akhtar maintained that his
frustration stemmed from the
reversal of a proposed boycott
of the India match. “I am an-
gry with him as he took a
stand but did not stick with it.
The entire community was
with him,” he explained.

The controversy erupted af-
ter Pakistan’s heavy defeat

-

extended India’s dominance
over their arch-rivals in T20
World Cup meetings. Akhtar
had also criticised Babar
Azam’s batting position, ques-
tioned Shaheen Afridi’s fit-
ness, and raised concerns over
Shadab Khan’s selection and
Pakistan’s cricketing structure.

His apparent U-turn comes
as Pakistan prepare for a must-
win clash against Namibia to
keep their Super 8 hopes alive.
With scrutiny mounting over
the team’s performance and
administration, Akhtar’s re-
marks have added another lay-
er of drama to an already tur-
bulent campaign.

Former India batter calls rivalry exaggerated after Colombo mismatch

Manirekaf says India-Pakistan hype

HARDIK SINGH TO LEAD INDIA
IN FIH PRO LEAGUE HOBART LEG

must end after one-sided clash

MUMBAI

Former India cricketer and commen-  ries.
tator Sanjay Manjrekar has urged fans
and broadcasters to tone down the
hype surrounding India-Pakistan en-
counters, calling the rivalry “a mis-
match” in the current cricketing land-
scape.

Reacting to India’s dominant 61-
run win over Pakistan in the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup in Colombo,
Manjrekar posted a video on Insta-
gram captioned, “India-Pakistan hype

needs to stop. India has moved on.  berth.

said, suggesting that fans should shift
focus to more evenly matched rival-

India’s comprehensive victory
under Suryakumar Yadav rein-
forced that view. After posting
175/7, powered by Ishan Kis-
han’s 77 and late contributions
from the middle order, India
bundled out Pakistan for 114 in =
18 overs. The win marked
India’s third straight vic-
tory in Group A and
secured their Super 8

D

NEW DELHI

Midfielder Hardik Singh has
been appointed captain of the
Indian men’s hockey team for

the upcoming Hobart leg of
. the FIH Pro League, with

A, regular skipper Har-

| manpreet Singh opting
d out due to personal rea-
sons.

The matches, sched-
uled from February 20 to
25, will see India take on

Spain and hosts Australia at
the Tasmania Hockey Centre in
Hobart.

India head into the Hobart leg

disappointing outing in Rourkela,
where they suffered four consecutive
defeats, including a heavy 0-8 loss to
Argentina. Head coach Craig Fulton
said the team had drawn valuable les-
sons from that phase and was focused
on delivering improved performanc-
es.
Hardik, a two-time Olympic
bronze medallist, will lead a squad
blending experience and youth.
Youngsters Amandeep Lakra and
Manmeet Singh, who made their se-
nior international debuts during the
Rourkela leg, retain their places in
the side.

A source close to Harmanpreet indi-
cated the seasoned drag-flicker is ex-

Maybe the fans should, too.”

The result also

extended India’s
head-to-head dom-
inance over Paki-
stan in T20 World
Cup history to 8-1.

In the video, Manjrekar said he
finds it difficult to digest the exces-
sive promotion of the fixture as the
biggest draw in world cricket. “The
hype of an India-Pakistan match, the
way it is projected as this massive
revenue generator for world cricket,
is hard for me to accept,” he re-
marked.

He argued that, purely from a crick-
eting perspective, the contest no lon-
ger carries the same competitive
edge. “At this point, it is a mismatch.

India has clearly moved ahead,” he field.

While the fixture
continues to com-
mand massive global at-
tention, Manjrekar’s re-
marks have sparked fresh
debate over whether the
storied rivalry still lives
up to its billing on the

‘“\
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~+= ' Harry Brook admitted En-
" ', gland have not produced their

best cricket so far in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
but expressed satis-
faction after sealing
a Super 8 berth
with a 24-run win
over Italy at Eden
Gardens.
TOYQTA England posted
203 after opting to
bat and then de-
fended the total
comfortably, ensur-
ing qualification for
the next stage.
Brook, however, ac-
knowledged that the
batting unit is yet to
click collectively in
the tournament.
“We haven’t
played our best
cricket, but at the
end of the day,
we’ve made it
through, and we’re
heading to Sri Lan-
ka, so we can be hap-
py about that,” Brook
said after the match.
“It’s been a trend so

inconsistency |

Brook
relieved as
England
reach Super
8 despite

, - EECRL
far. We haven’t managed to
string together the scores we’d
like as a batting unit. But that’s
T20 cricket — it’s a fickle game.
One day you can smack a hun-
dred, the next day you can get
out first ball. We’ve just got to
keep being brave.”

The standout performer was
Will Jacks, whose unbeaten 53
off 22 balls powered England
past the 200-run mark. Jacks
also chipped in with a wicket to
claim the Player of the Match
award.

Reflecting on his knock, Jacks
said England had discussed
maintaining intent on a
high-scoring surface. “We un-
derstood it was a very good
wicket. Batting first, you never
know what’s enough here, so
that was the intent throughout,”
he noted, adding that he is set-
tling into his role down the or-
der.

England have now completed
their group-stage fixtures, while
Italy will face the West Indies in
their final match on Thursday.

Though performances have
fluctuated, England’s progress
keeps their title defence ambi-
tions alive heading into the Su-
per 8 stage.

looking to bounce back from a

pecting his second child with wife

Amandeep Kaur and will miss the tour
for family reasons.

Suraj Karkera and Mohith Honnen-
ahalli Shashikumar will share goal-
keeping duties, while the defence
features experienced names such as
Amit Rohidas, Jarmanpreet Singh
and Jugraj Singh alongside emerging
talents.

The midfield will revolve around
Hardik, Vivek Sagar Prasad and Raj
Kumar Pal, while the forward line
includes Mandeep Singh, Abhishek
and the returning Maninder Singh.

Fulton said the Hobart leg will also
help fine-tune combinations ahead of
the World Cup and Asian Games, as
India aim to regain momentum on the
international stage.

BENGALURU

Students across Podar Inter-
national Schools in the city
received a special sporting
treat as world-renowned free-
style footballer Jamie Knight
returned to conduct exclusive
workshops aimed at promot-
ing creativity, focus and pas-
sion for sport.

Ranked among the world’s
top ten freestyle footballers
and a multiple Guinness
World Record holder, Knight
is on his seventh visit to In-
dia. This time, he is engaging
with students across two cam-
puses of Podar International
School in Bengaluru as part
of the Podar Education Net-
work’s sports excellence ini-
tiative.

Globally celebrated for his
extraordinary ball control and
innovative tricks, Knight has
collaborated with major inter-

national brands and per-
formed on some of football’s
grandest stages. He featured
as the official global mascot
at UEFA Euro 2020 and
showcased his skills during
the UEFA Champions League
Final in 2017 and 2018, earn-
ing admiration from legends
of the game.

During the Bengaluru
workshops, students were left
spellbound by his gravity-de-
fying tricks, seamless transi-
tions and impeccable preci-

VT 7S

sion. Beyond the
spectacle, Knight L-.
emphasised dis-
cipline, consis-
tency and cre-
ative expression

— qualities he
believes freestyle football
uniquely nurtures.

“It’s always a joy to be
back in India and to see how
the students’ confidence, skill
and creativity have grown
over the years. The enthusi-
asm at Podar International

Vinesh’s comeback bid awaits TOPS
clearance amid eligibility concerns

CHENNAI

Vinesh Phogat has set her
sights on a competitive return,
but her path back to elite
wrestling remains uncertain
as she is yet to receive clear-
ance under the Target Olym-
pic Podium Scheme (TOPS).

The multiple World Cham-
pionships medallist, who an-
nounced her comeback in
December after a brief retire-
ment, has been training inten-
sively following the birth of
her child last year. Sources
indicate she was targeting this
year’s Asian Games, but with
just over six months remain-
ing, time may not be on her
side.

Her inclusion under TOPS
was reportedly discussed
during the latest Mission
Olympic Cell meeting. How-
ever, members are understood
to have debated her eligibility,
citing the absence of a clear

qualification pathway for the
Asian Games. Additionally,
the Wrestling Federation of
India has laid down selection
criteria, including mandatory
participation at the national
championships — a require-
ment she has not yet fulfilled.

Despite limited institutional
backing, Vinesh continues to
prepare quietly, with support
from Olympic Gold Quest.
Her former foreign coach
Woller Akos had earlier ex-
pressed willingness to assist if
approached. Currently a leg-
islator in Haryana, she has
been training in Bengaluru as
part of her comeback road-
map.

Vinesh’s last competitive
memory remains the dramatic
2024 Paris Olympics, where
she stunned reigning world
champion Yui Susaki before
being heartbreakingly dis-
qualified for being 50 grams
overweight on the day of her

final bout.

A long-time TOPS benefi-
ciary before Paris, her return
to the scheme now hinges on
meeting selection bench-
marks. Whether she makes it
back through a domes-
tic tournament or an-
other route, a success-
ful return would
mark one of In-
dian sport’s
most com-
pelling
comeback
stories.

Jamie Knight returns to inspire
Podar students in Bengaluru

Schools is unmatched, and
I’m constantly inspired by
their energy and talent,”
Knight said.

Mr. Harsh Podar, Director
of Podar Education Network,
noted that such engagements
extend learning beyond class-
rooms. “Jamie’s workshops
don’t just teach football
— they nurture disci-
pline, focus and perse-
verance. These experi-
ences encourage students
to dream bigger,” he said.

With a 98-year legacy,
the Podar Education
Network continues to
integrate academics,
sports and the arts, offering
students global exposure and
holistic development oppor-
tunities across its institu-
tions in India.
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