
YADGIR

Six persons, including three 
women from a single family, 
were burnt alive after a car 
collided with a bus and 
caught fire near Shantapur 
village in Shorapur taluk of 
Yadgir district on Friday.

Police said the victims were 
among nine passengers trav-
elling in the car when it was 
involved in a head-on colli-
sion on National High-
way-151. The deceased in-
clude Krishna Nayak (52), his 
wife Anantha Kala (45), Sha-

ranappa (36), his wife Nisarga 
(30), their three-year-old son 

Siddhartha, and Shashikala 
(30), all residents of Sirwar in 

Raichur district.
Two children — Advika (5) 

and Srinidhi (18 months) — 
sustained severe burn injuries 
and were initially admitted to 
Yadgir Institute of Medical 
Sciences before being referred 
to Kalaburagi for advanced 
treatment. Their condition is 
reported to be critical.

The bus, which was trav-
elling from Bengaluru to 
Kalaburagi, was completely 
gutted in the fire. However, 
all 20 passengers on board 
escaped unhurt.

Preliminary investigations 

suggest that a tyre burst may 
have caused the driver to lose 
control, leading to the colli-
sion. The victims were report-
edly returning to Sirwar after 
visiting the Sri Venugopal 
Swamy temple in Shorapur.

Senior police officials, in-
cluding Superintendent of Po-
lice Prutwik Shankar, visited 
the spot. Fire and emergency 
personnel brought the blaze 
under control after several 
hours. A case has been regis-
tered at Shorapur police sta-
tion, and further investigation 
is underway.

Six killed in fiery road accident near Shorapur
FATAL CAR INFERNO
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The Truth Speaks

Women’s reservation, delimitation 
bills defeated in Lok Sabha

Bills fail to secure majority, exposing deep divisions over electoral reforms
NEW DELHI

 
The women’s reservation and 
delimitation bills failed to se-
cure the required two-thirds 
majority in the Lok Sabha 
during a special Parliament 
session, marking a major set-
back for the Centre’s legisla-
tive push.

Out of the members present 
and voting, 278 MPs support-
ed the bills while 211 voted 
against them. However, the 
proposals required at least 360 
votes to pass, as they involved 
a constitutional amendment.

The bills aimed to amend 
provisions related to women’s 
reservation in legislatures and 
initiate a fresh delimitation ex-
ercise. The Opposition strong-
ly opposed the move, calling it 
an attempt to alter the electoral 
balance and undermine the 
federal structure.

During the debate, Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi crit-
icised the government, terming 
the move a “panic reaction.” 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, however, defended the 
proposals, asserting that no 

VOTING SNAPSHOT
Votes in favour: 278

211

360

293 MPs (54%)

233 MPs

Votes against

NDA strength

Required majority: 

Opposition strength: 

state would face discrimination in the 
delimitation process.

Despite the ruling NDA’s numerical 
advantage, it fell short of the superma-
jority needed for constitutional amend-
ments. The outcome reflects the contin-
ued political divide over electoral re-
forms. The defeat of the bills signals that 
any future attempt to bring such sweep-
ing changes will require broader politi-
cal consensus.

Congress stalling 
women’s reservation, 

says Amit Shah
Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah on Friday accused the 
Congress of repeatedly de-

laying the implementation of 
women’s reservation in legisla-
tive bodies, claiming it was the 
fifth such instance of obstruc-
tion. He strongly defended the 
need for delimitation, arguing 

that the principle of “one 
person, one vote, one value” 
has been undermined due 

to India’s population growth 
from 54 crore in 1971 to nearly 
140 crore in 2026. Shah also 

rejected Opposition claims of 
a North-South divide, alleg-
ing that such narratives were 
being deliberately fabricated 

for political reasons. He main-
tained that delimitation is es-

sential to ensure fair represen-
tation and uphold democratic 

balance across regions.

Strait of Hormuz 
completely open 

during ceasefire: Iran
TEHRAN

 
Iran has declared the Strait of 
Hormuz “completely open” 
for commercial vessels during 
the ongoing ceasefire, easing 
global concerns over mari-
time trade and oil supply dis-
ruptions.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araqchi said the passage 
will remain open for all ves-
sels along coordinated routes 
designated by the Ports and 
Maritime Organisation of Iran.

The announcement comes 
alongside a temporary cease-
fire linked to regional tensions 
involving Israel and Lebanon. 
US President Donald Trump 
also confirmed the reopening, 
though he indicated that a US 
naval presence would continue 
until broader agreements with 
Iran are finalised.

The Strait of Hormuz, a 
vital corridor for a signifi-
cant portion of global oil 
shipments, plays a critical 
role in international energy 
security. Following the an-
nouncement, crude oil prices 
repor ted ly  dropped  by 
around 10 percent, reflecting 
market relief.

Meanwhile, leaders includ-
ing Emmanuel Macron and 
Keir Starmer welcomed the 
move but emphasised the 
need for a lasting and secure 
reopening, with plans under-
way for international coordi-
nation on maritime safety.

Iran opens Strait of  
Hormuz during ceasefire, 

easing global trade 
concerns

“Passage for all commercial 
vessels through the Strait of 

Hormuz is declared completely 
open for the remaining period of 

ceasefire.”
—Abbas Araqchi, 

Iran’s Foreign Minister

n �Status: Fully open 
during ceasefire

n �Navigation: Coordinated 
shipping routes

n �Impact: Oil, global 
trade stability

n �Trigger: Israel–Leba-
non ceasefire

n �Market reaction: Oil 
prices fall 10%

Congress MLA Vinay Kulkarni gets life 
term in Yogesh Gowda murder case

Special court verdict triggers disqualification, reshaping Dharwad 
politics and Congress prospects

BENGALURU
 

Congress MLA Vinay Kulkar-
ni has been sentenced to life 
imprisonment by a special 
court in Bengaluru in connec-
tion with the 2016 murder of 
BJP leader Yogesh Gowda, 
triggering his immediate dis-
qualification from the Assem-
bly. The Special Court for 
Elected Representatives, pre-
sided over by Judge Santosh 
Gajanan Bhat, delivered the 
verdict after a prolonged probe 

by the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation. Sixteen others 
were also convicted and hand-
ed similar sentences along 
with fines.

Under Section 8(3) 
of the Representation 
of the People Act, any 
legislator sentenced 
to two years or more 
faces instant disquali-
fication. The ruling 
aligns with the landmark Lily 
Thomas vs Union of India 
judgment, which removed the 

earlier grace period for ap-
peals. Kulkarni’s Dharwad 
Rural Assembly seat is now 
deemed vacant, with the As-

sembly Secretariat 
expected to issue a 
formal notification 
shortly. A by-elec-
tion is likely within 
six months.

The conviction 
also bars Kulkarni 

from contesting elections 
during his imprisonment and 
for six years after release.

BWSSB becomes India’s 
first water board with ISO 
50001:2018 certification

BENGALURU
 

T h e  B a n g a l o r e 
Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board 
on Friday said it 
has achieved a his-
toric milestone by 
becoming “the first 
water utility” in 
India to receive the 
internationally rec-
o g n i s e d  I S O 
50001:2018 certi-
fication.

The certification, issued 
on April 14, 2026 by Bureau 
Veritas, recognises BWS-
SB’s robust energy manage-
ment systems, particularly at 
its bulk water supply pump-
ing stations in TK Halli, 
Harohalli and Tataguni.

Deputy Chief Minister D. 
K. Shivakumar said the 
achievement reflects the 
government’s commitment 
to building sustainable and 

efficient infrastruc-
t u r e .  B W S S B 
C h a i r m a n  R a m 
Prasath Manohar V 
h igh l igh ted  the 
board’s ongoing ef-
forts to upgrade 
infrastructure and 
adopt  advanced 
technologies  to 
meet global stan-
dards. He reiterat-
ed the commitment 
to providing safe 

and reliable drinking water 
to citizens.

Officials noted that the 
recognition not only sets a 
national benchmark in ener-
gy management but also en-
hances service reliability for 
millions of residents.

The milestone follows 
BWSSB’s 2025 BIS certifi-
cation for piped drinking 
water supply, further ce-
menting its leadership in the 
urban water sector.

“
“This certification is a 
monumental achieve-

ment that strength-
ens our vision of a  

climate-resilient and 
future-ready  
Bengaluru.”

—DK Shivakumar, 
Deputy Chief 

Minister

QUICK READ
Nearly 900 Rohingya 

dead, missing: UN
Four Maoists killed  
in Jharkhand

GENEVA
Nearly 900 Rohingya refu-

gees were reported dead or 
missing in 2025 while at-

tempting perilous sea cross-
ings in the Andaman Sea 

and Bay of Bengal, the Unit-
ed Nations High Commis-

sioner for Refugees said. 
Spokesperson Babar Baloch 
termed it the deadliest year 
on record, with one in seven 

attempting the journey re-
ported lost. Most refugees 

depart from camps in Cox’s 
Bazar after fleeing conflict in 

Myanmar’s Rakhine state. 

RANCHI
Four Maoists, including a 
woman cadre, were killed in an 
encounter with security forces 
along the Chatra–Hazaribagh 
border, police said. Among 
those killed were Shahdeo 
Mahto, who carried a J15 lakh 
bounty, and a woman cadre 
identified as Natasha. Chatra 
SP Sumit Kumar Agarwal con-
firmed the operation, adding 
that identification is underway. 
Acting on intelligence inputs, a 
joint team of Chatra Police 
and CoBRA commandos 
launched the operation.

No trekking without guide: Karnataka unveils new SOP
BENGALURU

 
Karnataka has made it manda-
tory for trekkers to be accom-
panied by certified nature 
guides on all forest depart-
ment-approved trails, with 
Forest Minister Eshwar B. 
Khandre unveiling a compre-
hensive Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) on Friday.

The move comes after re-
cent safety incidents, including 
a trekker going missing in Ta-
diandamol and another case 
near Manikyadhara. The SOP 
aims to strengthen safety, 
monitoring and accountability.

Authorities said guides must 
ensure no trekker moves ahead 
or lags behind, with head-
counts conducted regularly. 

Communication with base 
camps every 30 minutes has 
also been made mandatory.

Trekkers will be briefed on 
route details, terrain and wild-
life response protocols before 
starting. The SOP prohibits 
loud devices, weapons, camp-
fires, flash photography and 
single-use plastics. Waste must 
be carried back and disposed 

of at base camps.
Minors must carry parental 

consent, while senior citizens 
need fitness certificates. First-
aid kits will be mandatory for 
guides and trekkers.

“All trekking routes will be 
integrated into an online plat-
form for advance booking, 
ensuring better regulation and 
safety,” Khandre said.

Allahabad HC orders probe into 
Rahul Gandhi dual citizenship plea
LUCKNOW

 
The Allahabad High Court 
has directed authorities to ini-
tiate an inquiry into allega-
tions of dual citizenship 
against Rahul Gand-
hi, observing that the 
claims warrant fur-
ther examination.

T h e  L u c k n o w 
Bench issued the or-
der while hearing a 
petition filed by S. 
Vignesh Shishir, a BJP work-
er, who challenged a January 
28 ruling of a special MP/
MLA court that had refused to 
order registration of an FIR in 
the matter. The lower court 
had held that it lacked juris-
diction to decide issues relat-
ed to citizenship.

Setting aside that view, the 

High Court directed the Ut-
tar Pradesh government to 
either conduct the probe it-
self or refer the matter to an 
appropriate central agency 
for investigation.

The petitioner has 
sought a detailed 
probe under provi-
sions of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), the Official 
Secrets Act, the For-
eigners Act and the 

Passport Act. He has alleged 
that he possesses documents 
and email communications 
purportedly from the British 
government suggesting that 
Rahul Gandhi holds British 
citizenship, which would 
make him ineligible to con-
test elections or hold public 
office in India.
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Rang Tarang Fest 2026 celebrates culture at Alangar
MOODBIDRI 

Moodbidri witnessed a vibrant 
celebration as the first anniver-
sary of the cultural organisa-
tion ‘Rang Tarang’ was 
marked with grandeur through 
‘Rang Tarang Fest 2026’ at the 
Alangar Church Grounds, 
drawing a large crowd of 
around 3,000 people.

Rang Tarang was estab-
lished to nurture young talent 
and provide a platform for 
emerging artists from Mood-
bidri and surrounding regions. 
Within a year, the organisa-
tion has grown steadily,  
gaining strong community 
participation.

The event began with a 
prayer service led by Fr Mel-
vin Noronha, parish priest of 
Alangar. The programme was 
formally inaugurated by Anil 

Lobo, chairman of MCC 
Bank, who launched the Rang 
Tarang theme song and per-
formed the ceremonial bass 
drum beat.

A total of 25 new members 
were inducted into the organ-
isation and honoured with 
ceremonial shawls in the pres-
ence of Fr Ronald Prakash 
D’Souza. The celebration fea-
tured a wide range of cultural 
performances, including tra-

ditional dances and stage pre-
sentations by young artists 
from multiple wards of 
Moodbidri.

Performances drew inspira-
tion from works of noted 
Konkani writers, while groups 
from Alangar, Gantalkatte, 
Hospet, Paladka, Taccode, 
and Saverapur entertained the 
audience with energetic dance 
sequences. Comedy skits add-
ed humour to the evening, 

while a special performance 
by Pearl Aranha, winner of a 
dance competition, received 
appreciation.

A key highlight of the festi-
val was the presentation of 
the first ‘Rang Tarang Kala 
Gaurav Award’ to 96-year-old 
brass band veteran Felix Car-
doza for his lifelong contribu-
tion to music. Organisers and 
guests, including local com-
munity leaders and entrepre-
neurs, praised the initiative 
for promoting cultural unity 
and youth engagement.

The event also featured 
food stalls, games, a lucky 
draw, and live music by mul-
tiple bands and a DJ, creating 
a festive atmosphere. Organ-
isers announced that the festi-
val will now be held annually, 
with the organisation current-
ly comprising 66 members.

RANG TARANG FEST

QUICK READ

Beltangady man  
gets 5 years for  
ganja peddling

Kannada Book 
Excellence Award: 

Applications invited

Applications  
invited for private 

agriculture colleges

Beltangady
A court in Beltangady 

has sentenced a 
42-year-old man to five 
years of rigorous impris-
onment for attempting 
to sell ganja in a case 
dating back to 2009. 

The verdict was deliv-
ered by the District Spe-
cial Principal and Ses-

sions Court in Mangalu-
ru. The convict, T E Jo-
seph from Charmadi, 

was caught on March 8, 
2009, at Ujire Rathabee-

di with 1.5 kg of ganja 
worth around Rs 

50,000. A case was reg-
istered under the NDPS 
Act at the Beltangady 

Police Station. The court 
also imposed a fine of 
Rs 50,000, with addi-
tional imprisonment if 
the amount is not paid.

Udupi
The Kannada Book Au-
thority has invited appli-
cations for the “Kannada 

Book Excellence 
Awards” for books pub-
lished in the Kannada 
language during the 

2025 calendar year (Jan-
uary to December), con-
sidering aspects such as 

printing quality, cover 
design, and overall pres-

entation. Publishers, 
printers, and artists in-

terested in applying can 
submit entries through 

the website https://
kbook.karnataka.gov.in. 
Applicants must include 
details such as book ti-

tle, author name, year of 
publication, publisher, 

printing press, cover de-
signer, illustrator’s full 
address, and contact 

numbers, along with two 
copies of the book. The 
last date for submission 
is May 11. Books submit-
ted will not be returned, 

and late submissions 
will not be considered 

for the award. For more 
information, applicants 
can contact the Kanna-
da Book Authority office 

in Bengaluru.

Udupi
The Keladi Shivappa  

Nayaka University of Agri-
cultural and Horticultural 
Sciences in Shivamogga 
has invited applications 
from eligible societies, 
trusts, and registered 

bodies for affiliation to 
start private agriculture 
colleges for the current 

academic year. Approved 
courses include B.Sc Agri-
culture, B.Tech Agricultur-
al Engineering, Biotech-

nology, Food Technology, 
Forestry, Community Sci-
ence, Food Nutrition and 

Dietetics, Horticulture, 
and Sericulture. The uni-

versity has published min-
imum eligibility and affili-
ation norms on its official 
website. Institutions seek-

ing affiliation in districts 
such as Shivamogga, Da-
vanagere, Chikkamagalu-
ru, Chitradurga, Udupi and 

Dakshina Kannada can 
apply. Interested organi-
sations must submit ap-
plications by May 6. Fur-

ther details, including ap-
plication forms and 

guidelines, are available 
on the university’s official 
website as per the regis-

trar’s notification.

Kodagu GP staff stage 
protest, demand wage hike

Kodagu gram panchayat employees protest demanding salary hike, better 
wages, and improved service conditions from government.

MADIKERI

Gram panchayat employees in 
Kodagu staged a protest urg-
ing the government to fulfill 
their long-pending demands, 
including salary revision, 
minimum wage implementa-
tion, and improved service 
conditions.

The agitation was organised 
to draw attention to what em-
ployees describe as persistent 
neglect of their financial and 
employment concerns. Pro-
testers said that despite re-
peated appeals to authorities 
at various levels, no concrete 
steps have been taken to ad-
dress their grievances.

Employees from multiple 
gram panchayats across the 
district participated in the 
demonstration, raising slo-
gans and demanding immedi-
ate intervention. They high-
lighted that rising cost of liv-

ing has made their current 
wages insufficient to meet 
basic needs, creating financial 
stress among staff members.

The protesters also stressed 
the need for implementation 
of minimum wage standards 
and regularisation of service 
conditions. They pointed out 
that a large section of gram 
panchayat workers are en-
gaged on temporary or con-

tractual terms, leading to job 
insecurity and lack of social 
protection benefits.

According to the employ-
ees, essential rural gover-
nance services are being im-
pacted due to unresolved is-
sues related to staff welfare. 
They warned that continued 
inaction could further affect 
the functioning of local ad-
ministrative bodies that  

depend heavily on their  
services.

The protestors urged dis-
trict and state authorities to 
initiate immediate discus-
sions with employee repre-
sentatives and arrive at a fair 
and sustainable solution. 
They also cautioned that the 
agitation may be intensified 
if their demands continue to 
be ignored.

Officials are expected to 
examine the demands and 
consider possible measures, 
though no formal assurance 
has been issued so far regard-
ing wage revision or policy 
changes.

The protest reflects broader 
concerns regarding rural ad-
ministrative workforce condi-
tions and highlights the need 
for systemic reforms to ensure 
fair compensation and job se-
curity for gram panchayat  
employees.

Kundapur drinking 
water issue sparks 

MLA anger
Kundapur faces drinking 
water shortage as MLA 
criticises officials for 

inaction, urging urgent 
measures to resolve 

ongoing supply issues 
affecting residents.

KUNDAPUR

The ongoing drinking water 
shortage in the Kundapur 
constituency has triggered 
strong criticism from the lo-
cal MLA, who has accused 
officials of failing to show 
adequate willpower in ad-
dressing the crisis.

The MLA expressed frus-
tration over the delay in re-
solving water supply issues, 
stating that repeated com-
plaints from residents have 
not been effectively acted 
upon. He alleged that despite 
available resources and ad-
ministrative mechanisms, the 
problem continues due to lack 
of urgency and coordination 
among departments.

Residents in several parts of 
the constituency have been 
facing irregular water supply, 
especially during peak de-
mand periods. The situation 
has led to growing public 
concern, with calls for imme-
diate and long-term solutions 
to ensure reliable drinking 
water access.

The MLA reportedly ques-
tioned the performance of 
concerned officials during a 
review meeting, urging them 

to take swift corrective mea-
sures. He stressed that drink-
ing water is a basic necessity 
and cannot be delayed due to 
administrative inefficiency.

Officials, however, are ex-
pected to assess the ground 
situation and take necessary 
steps to improve supply in af-
fected areas. Temporary mea-
sures, along with long-term 
infrastructure improvements, 
may be considered to address 
recurring shortages.

The issue has highlighted 
broader challenges related to 
water management and distri-
bution in the region, particu-
larly during periods of in-
creased demand and seasonal 
stress.

Authorities are likely to 
conduct further inspections 
and coordinate with local 
bodies to mitigate the crisis 
and restore normal supply 
levels.

Alva’s hosts seminar on 
sustainable integrated farming

Alva’s to conduct seminar on integrated farming systems for 
sustainable agriculture development and farmer awareness on April 18.

MANGALURU

Alva’s Education Foundation 
will organise a one-day semi-
nar on “Integrated Farming 
System for Sustainable Agri-
culture” on April 18, focusing 
on promoting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices and mod-
ern farming techniques.

The event aims to bring to-
gether farmers, agricultural 
experts, researchers, and stu-
dents to discuss innovative 
approaches that combine mul-
tiple farming components for 
improved productivity and 
environmental sustainability.

Experts will share insights 
on integrated farming models 
that include crop cultivation, 

livestock management, horti-
culture, and allied activities 
to ensure better resource util-
isation and long-term farm 
viability.

The seminar will also high-
light the importance of reduc-
ing dependency on chemical 
i n p u t s  a n d  a d o p t i n g 
eco-friendly methods that sup-
port soil health, water conser-
vation, and climate resilience.

Organisers said the pro-
gramme is designed to create 
awareness about sustainable 
agriculture and encourage 
farmers to adopt diversified 
farming systems that improve 
income stability.

Discussions will focus on 
practical challenges faced by 

farmers and possible solutions 
through scientific interven-
tions and government support 
schemes. The event will also 
showcase successful case 
studies of integrated farming 
practices.

Alva’s Education Founda-
tion has been actively involved 
in promoting educational and 
rural development initiatives, 
and this seminar is part of its 
broader effort to connect aca-
demic knowledge with grass-
roots agricultural needs.

Participants are expected to 
benefit from expert lectures, 
interactive sessions, and 
knowledge-sharing platforms 
aimed at strengthening the ag-
ricultural sector in the region.

Book Pattachaya aims to bring 
literature into every home

MADIKERI 

The main objective of the 
“Book Pattachaya” initiative 
is to bring literature into ev-
ery home and heart, said 
Ajjinikanda Mahesh Na-
chayya, President of the Kar-
nataka Kodava Sahitya  
Academy.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the 6th edition of the 
Book Pattachaya programme, 
organised by the Karnataka 
Kodava Sahitya Academy in 
association with the Depart-
ment of Kannada and Culture 
at the Kodava Samaja hall in 
Somwarpet.

Explaining 
the concept, he 
said “Pattacha-
ya” means col-
lection or re-
pository, and the initiative is 
intended to benefit budding 
writers, literature enthusiasts, 
and readers in the district by 
promoting literary awareness 
and increasing access to 
books.

He stressed that Kodava Sa-
majas and Ainmanes should 
establish Book Pattachayas to 
encourage literary thinking. 
He also highlighted the signif-
icance of Pattole Palame, au-
thored by Nadikeriyanda 
Chinnappa, describing it as a 
monumental work document-
ing Kodava art, culture, lan-
guage, and literature. He 

urged every Kodava house-
hold to keep and read such 
important literary works, es-
pecially by younger genera-
tions.

Senior writers and cultural 
figures, including Kallengada 
Appachu, Hanchettira Fancy 
Muthanna, and artist Napanda 
Chinnappa, shared their views 
at the event. Former academy 
member Telapanda Kavan 
Kariappa presented a paper on 
“The need and benefits of Ko-
dava Pajel books.”

Kodava Samaja president 
Maletira Abhimanyu Kumar 
presided over the programme 
and said there is a growing 

interest in lit-
erary activi-
ties in the dis-
trict. He em-
phasized the 

need for more meaningful 
writings that offer positive 
messages to society and an-
nounced plans to open a li-
brary as part of the Book 
Pattachaya initiative.

On the occasion, a book ti-
tled Nambike Puranathra Na-
dul Kodavada Samskruthika 
Baduk, written by author 
Karotira Shashi Subramani, 
was released by dignitaries.

Several community leaders 
and members of the Kodava 
Samaja were present, and the 
programme was conducted 
with active participation from 
cultural representatives.

Complete civic works before 
monsoon, MLA warns officials

SHIVAMOGGA

MLA S.N. Channabasappa 
has issued a stern warning 
to officials to resolve civic 
issues before the onset of 
the monsoon, stressing that 
delays will not be tolerated.

Chairing a meeting with 
officials from departments 
including the City Corpora-
tion, MESCOM, Smart City, 
PWD, and water supply au-
thorities, he said public 
grievances must be ad-
dressed immediately. “No 
more excuses. All pending 
works should be completed 
before the rains begin,” he 
said.

A major concern raised 
was the delay in removing 
849 electric poles linked to 
underground (UG) cable 
work under the Smart City 
project. Officials cited pub-
lic objections and technical 
issues, but the MLA direct-
ed them to fix responsibility 
on contractors and complete 
the work within the dead-
line.

Incomplete UG cable 
works in six new layouts, 
non-functioning streetlights 
in areas like Basavanagudi, 
and unfinished works in Ti-
laknagar were also high-
lighted. The MLA expressed 
displeasure over delays in 

opening e-toilets even after 
four years of construction. 
Out of 18 identified units, 
14 are in use, while four re-
main non-functional. Offi-
cials assured that the func-
tional units would be up-
graded to women-friendly 
facilities soon.

The condition of footpaths 
and roads also came under 
scrutiny. Authorities were 
instructed to issue notices to 
contractors for poorly con-
structed footpaths and ensure 
corrective action. Citizens 
demanded proper footpaths 
and streetlights in several ar-
eas, including Vidyanagar 
and Navule layouts.

Free medical 
camp held at 

Karaya village
UPPINANGADI

A free medical check-up 
camp and health awareness 
programme was successfully 
held at Karaya village under 
the joint initiative of Hidaya 
Foundation Mangaluru, Al 
Asas  Foundat ion Trus t 
Karaya,  Shamsul  Huda 
Youngmen’s Association and 
Yenepoya Medical College 
Hospital, Deralakatte.

Inaugurating the camp, Dr. 
Ashwini Shetty stressed the 
importance of early diagno-
sis and preventive health-
care. He said people should 
not wait until they fall seri-
ously ill, but instead undergo 
regular health check-ups to 
detect diseases at an early 
stage and receive timely 
treatment.

He also addressed miscon-
ceptions about free medical 
camps, stating that such ini-
tiatives play a crucial role in 
identifying health issues, es-
pecially in rural areas where 
access to healthcare is limit-
ed. He added that the camp 
included a mobile medical 
unit equipped with modern 
facilities, with special atten-
t ion given to  women’s 
health.

Hidaya Foundation Execu-
tive Chairman Mohammad 
Hanif Haji, who presided 
over the programme, said the 
organization has been con-
ducting similar camps across 
the district for over 15 years. 
He noted that many under-
privileged patients have ben-
efited through their collabo-
ration with Yenepoya Medi-
cal College Hospital.

Karaya Badria Juma Mas-
jid President K.K. Shahul 
Hameed appreciated the ini-
tiative, highlighting the lack 
of medical facilities in rural 
areas and the importance of 
such outreach programmes.

‘Degree empowers youth 
for social change’

SHIVAMOGGA

A graduation celebration at 
Sahyadri Arts College high-
lighted the importance of ed-
ucation as a tool for social 
transformation, with State 
Government Employees As-
sociation President C.S. Sha-
dakshari urging students to 
take responsibility after com-
pleting their degrees.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Shadakshari said a 
degree is not just a certificate 
but a powerful means to bring 
positive change in society. He 
noted that many students feel 
uncertain after graduation, es-
pecially in today’s competi-
tive job market, but empha-
sized the need for determina-
tion and confidence.

He said education is not lim-
ited to wealth or privilege and 

added that opportunities are 
available to those who make 
the effort to use them wisely. 
He encouraged students to stay 
focused, avoid negative influ-
ences, and work towards 
building meaningful careers.

Highlighting the role of law 
education, he said it has the 
ability to shape young minds 
and help them contribute re-
sponsibly to society. He 
stressed that patience and 
commitment are essential for 
success and reminded gradu-
ates that social responsibility 
begins after earning a degree.

Head of the Law Depart-
ment Prof. M.H. Prahladappa 
said the college, with a legacy 
of 85 years, continues to in-
spire students. He added that 
such programmes motivate 
final-year students as they 
prepare for examinations.
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Lookout notice  
issued for missing 

Mangaluru teen

Mangaluru court 
acquits 101 accused  

in siege case

Mangaluru to host 
stan Mendonca’s 20th 

musical night

Mangaluru
A 16-year-old girl Chait-
anya has been missing 

on April 12 from the 
Konaje area in Mangalu-

ru. She had told her 
family she was going to 
the Polali Temple with 

friends, but she never re-
turned home, prompting 
her family to search be-
fore filing a complaint. 
Chaitanya is described 

as about 5 feet tall with 
a stout build and wheat-
ish complexion. She was 
last seen wearing a pur-

ple gown and a black 
coat and is known to 
speak Kannada and 

Tulu. She is a Class 10 
student, and her disap-
pearance comes shortly 
after completing her ex-
ams. The Konaje Police 
Station have registered 

a case and issued a 
lookout notice as part of 
their efforts to trace her. 
Anyone with information 

is urged to contact the 
Mangaluru City Control 

Room at 0824-
2220800 or reach the 

Konaje police directly at 
0824-2220536 or 

9480802350.

Mangaluru
A court in Mangaluru 

has acquitted all 101 ac-
cused in connection 
with the 2017 police 

commissioner’s office 
siege case, bringing a 

close to a long-pending 
trial. The case originat-

ed on April 4, 2017, 
when activists gathered 
outside the police com-
missioner’s office alleg-
ing illegal detention and 

custodial torture of a 
man named Ahmed 

Qureshi. The protest es-
calated, and police 

used lathi-charge to 
disperse the crowd, af-

ter which rioting and 
stone-pelting charges 

were filed. Pandeshwar 
police had registered 

three cases and named 
101 individuals as ac-
cused. After years of 

proceedings, the court 
found that the prosecu-

tion failed to produce 
sufficient evidence to 
prove the allegations, 

leading to the acquittal 
of all accused persons.

Mangaluru
The cultural scene in 

Mangaluru is set to wit-
ness a milestone with 
the 20th ‘Stany Nite’ 
musical event sched-
uled for April 25 at Va-
lencia Church Grounds. 

Organised by Alfred 
Bennis Creations with 
Catholic Sabha Valen-
cia Unit and Communi-
ty Empowerment Trust, 
the event is a fundraiser 

supporting social and 
charitable activities. It 
will feature prominent 

Konkani singers, live or-
chestration, dance per-
formances, and come-
dy acts showcasing re-
gional cultural talent. 
Stan Mendonca, also 
known as Sangeeth 

Saurabh, leads the 20th 
edition, continuing his 

long-standing contribu-
tion to Konkani music 
while living in the UK. 
The event reflects his 

enduring artistic legacy 
and strong commit-
ment to preserving 

mother tongue cultural 
heritage through music. 

Complaint alleges insult by Mahesh Shetty Timarody
MANGALURU

A complaint has been lodged 
alleging that Mahesh Shetty 
Timarody made derogatory 
remarks during a televised 
programme aired on a local 
channel, triggering controver-
sy and calls for action.

According to the complaint, 
the alleged incident occurred 
during the broadcast of the 
cultural programme ‘Yaksha 
Telike’. The complainant has 
stated that certain comments 
made during the show were 

offensive in nature and hurt 
sentiments, prompting them 
to seek legal and administra-
tive intervention.

The complaint has brought 
the issue into public attention, 
with discussions emerging lo-
cally over the appropriateness 
of remarks made during pub-
lic media broadcasts. Con-
cerns have been raised regard-
ing responsible speech in 
televised cultural and enter-
tainment programmes, espe-
cially when they reach a wide 
audience.

Authorities are expected to 
examine the complaint and 
verify the content of the pro-

gramme if required. Officials 
may review available footage 
and gather statements before 

deciding on further action. 
However, no official confir-
mation regarding the initia-
tion of a formal inquiry has 
been made so far.

At present, there has been 
no response from Mahesh 
Shetty Timarody regarding 
the allegations. It remains un-
clear whether he will issue a 
clarification or statement ad-
dressing the complaint.

The matter is likely to pro-
ceed through standard legal 
and procedural channels de-
pending on the outcome of 

preliminary scrutiny. Further 
developments will depend on 
verification of the claims and 
any subsequent findings by 
the concerned authorities.

The incident has added to 
ongoing discussions about 
media responsibility and the 
need for caution in public 
statements made during tele-
vised events. Observers note 
that such complaints often 
lead to scrutiny of programme 
content and highlight the im-
portance of maintaining sen-
sitivity in public discourse.

TIMARODY REMARK COMPLAINT

BJP MLA criticises CM over delimitation narrative claim
BJP MLA Sunil Karkala criticises CM Siddaramaiah over delimitation remarks, calling them misleading and politically motivated.

KARKALA

BJP MLA Sunil Karkala has 
strongly criticised Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, 
accusing him and the Con-
gress party of spreading a 
“false narrative” regarding the 
impact of the proposed delim-
itation exercise and women’s 
reservation on southern states.

Sunil Karkala, who also 
serves as the state general 

secretary of the BJP, said that 
the Chief Minister’s remarks 
suggesting reduced political 
representation for southern 

states were misleading and 
politically motivated. He al-
leged that Congress leaders 
were deliberately amplifying 
fears to create confusion 
among the public and deepen 
regional divisions.

The issue has gained prom-
inence amid ongoing discus-
sions on proposed constitu-
tional amendments related to 
women’s reservation and de-
limitation. Opposition leaders 

in southern states have raised 
concerns that constituency re-
drawing based on population 
could alter the balance of par-
liamentary representation in 
favour of more populous 
northern regions.

However, Sunil Karkala cit-
ed data suggesting that the 
overall share of southern 
states in Parliament would not 
see an absolute decline. He 
stated that while the number 

of seats may increase, propor-
tional representation would 
remain broadly stable.

He urged the Chief Minister 
to verify facts before making 
public statements and accused 
him of misrepresenting the 
issue. Karkala further said 
that such statements under-
mine informed debate on im-
portant constitutional reforms.

The BJP leader maintained 
that the proposed changes, in-

cluding women’s reservation, 
are aimed at strengthening 
democratic representation and 
ensuring wider participation 
without disadvantaging any 
region.

The exchange reflects grow-
ing political tensions between 
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition over delimitation, with 
differing interpretations of its 
impact on federal balance and 
regional representation.

Migrant worker shortage 
halts construction activity

Migrant labour shortage 
due to SIR, census and 

elections halts 
construction in 

Mangaluru, delaying 
projects and putting 

pressure on contractors 
amid monsoon deadline 

concerns.

MANGALURU

Construction activities in 
Dakshina Kannada district 
have been severely affected 
due to a shortage of migrant 
labourers, with many projects 
coming to a standstill, ac-
cording to civil contractors’ 
associations.

Contractors say most build-
ing works in Mangaluru city 
depend heavily on migrant 
workers from northern Indian 
states such as Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal, and 
Assam. However, following 
the Holi festival, a large num-
ber of workers returned to 
their native places and have 
not yet come back.

Industry representatives at-
tribute the delay in their re-
turn to administrative and 
civic processes such as Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of voter lists, census-related 
work, and election duties in 
their home states. As a result, 
nearly 70–80 per cent of con-
struction activities, including 
bar bending and plastering 
work, have reportedly been 
affected.

With the monsoon season 
approaching, contractors are 

under additional pressure to 
complete foundation and 
structural work on time.  
The shortage has led to de-
lays in project deadlines  
and increased tension be-
tween builders and property 
owners.

Civil Contractors Associa-
tion president Mahabala Kot-
tari said the sector is almost 
entirely dependent on migrant 
labour. He noted that workers 

have not returned after the 
festive season, causing major 
disruptions in ongoing proj-
ects. He added that delays are 
making timely completion of 
construction work difficult, 
creating operational and fi-
nancial stress.

The association also high-
lighted that issues such as 
sand supply shortages are fur-
ther worsening the situation, 
compounding the challenges 
faced by the construction  
industry.

Vice-president Satish Jogi 
said that the combination of 
labour scarcity and infrastruc-
ture-related constraints has 
pushed the Mangaluru con-
struction sector into a difficult 
phase, with multiple projects 
either delayed or temporarily 
halted.

MLA Vedavyas Kamath 
demands white paper on funds

MLA Vedavyas Kamath demands government issue white paper on 
development funds and their utilisation transparency.

MANGALURU

MLA Vedavyas Kamath has 
urged the government to re-
lease a white paper detailing 
the funds sanctioned and uti-
lised for development works, 
questioning the transparency 
in allocation and expenditure.

Speaking to reporters, Ka-
math said there is growing 
public concern over whether 
approved development funds 
are actually reaching intended 
projects. He insisted that a de-
tailed official statement 
should be issued to clarify the 
status of financial releases 
and implementation progress.

He added that such a white 
paper would help ensure ac-
countability and allow citi-
zens to understand how public 
money is being spent on in-
frastructure and civic works 

in the constituency and across 
the region.

Kamath also pointed out 
that delays in fund release and 
execution of development 
projects are affecting civic 
amenities and slowing down 
planned improvements. He 
said elected representatives 
have a responsibility to raise 
these concerns and demand 
clarity from the authorities.

The MLA further stated that 
transparency in governance is 
essential for maintaining pub-
lic trust, and publishing a 

comprehensive report on de-
velopment funding would 
strengthen administrative ac-
countability.

He urged the government to 
take immediate steps to ad-
dress the issue and ensure that 
sanctioned funds are properly 
disbursed and utilised for 
their intended purposes.

Kamath reiterated that he 
will continue to press for clar-
ity on development-related 
expenditures and advocate for 
timely implementation of pub-
lic projects in his constituency.

Train services 
restored with 

revised timings
DAKSHINA KANNADA

Passenger train services be-
tween Subrahmanya Road, 
Edamangala and Narimogaru 
have resumed after being af-
fected by track and electrical 
maintenance works. South 
Western Railway, Mysuru Divi-
sion, announced the restoration 
along with revised schedules 
for passengers.

Earlier, trains numbered 
56629 and 56630 operating be-
tween Mangaluru Central and 
Subrahmanya Road were can-
celled for maintenance work. 
Officials have now confirmed 
that both services will run again 
as per their regular timetable.

Changes have also been 
made to the operation of train 
number 56229. The earlier de-
lay of 55 minutes has now been 
reduced. From April 16 to June 
4, 2026, the train will run with 
a delay of 35 minutes. From 
June 5 to June 9, it will operate 
on its normal schedule without 
any delay.

In addition, train number 
56630 will run 15 minutes late 
on selected dates between April 
and June, while operating on 
time on other days, including 
June 6 and June 9.

Railway officials have re-
quested passengers to carefully 
check the updated timings be-
fore planning their journey to 
avoid inconvenience.

Meanwhile, in another devel-
opment, a new flight service 
from Mysuru to Hyderabad will 
begin from May 1. The flight is 
expected to reduce travel time 
to about one hour and forty 
minutes, improving connectiv-
ity for passengers traveling be-
tween the two cities.

Labour shortage 
threatens construction 

sector growth in district
MANGALURU

The construction sector in 
Dakshina Kannada district is 
facing serious challenges 
due to a shortage of labour 
and essential raw materials, 
raising concerns about a 
possible slowdown, contrac-
tors said on Friday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the city press club, 
District Civil Contractors 
Association President Maha-
bala Kottari said the indus-
try has been struggling for 
the past few years due to 
inadequate supply of key 
materials like red stone, 
sand, and M-sand. The situ-
ation has worsened recently 
as a large number of migrant 
workers have returned to 
their native states.

He explained that due to 
elections, electoral roll revi-
sions, and festivals in sever-
al northern states, many 
skilled workers have left the 
district and have not yet re-
turned. “Around 90 percent 
of migrant labourers who 
went home have not come 
back, creating a major gap in 
workforce availability,” he 

said.
The district relies heavily 

on workers from states like 
West Bengal, especially for 
skilled jobs such as plaster-
ing and bar bending. Their 
absence has slowed down 
several ongoing construction 
projects.

Contractors also pointed 
out that strict government 
regulations have affected the 
supply of raw materials. The 
availability of red stone has 
not met demand, while sand 
from non-CRZ areas re-
mains insufficient. Shortage 
of M-sand has further added 
to the crisis.

Due to these issues, con-
tractors are unable to com-
plete projects on time, lead-
ing to disputes with property 
owners. Industry representa-
tives urged the district ad-
ministration and state gov-
ernment to ensure adequate 
supply of materials.

Engineers Association 
member Ujwal D’Souza sug-
gested introducing incentive 
schemes to encourage local 
workers to join the sector 
and help address the labour 
shortage.

Five priests ordained 
at Cordel Church 

Mangaluru ceremony
MANGALURU

In a solemn and spiritually 
significant ceremony, five 
deacons were ordained as 
priests for the Diocese of 
Mangalore by Bishop Dr Pe-
ter Paul Saldanha at Holy 
Cross Church, Cordel, Kul-
shekar. The event marked a 
major milestone for the local 
Church and drew thousands 
of faithful along with clergy 
and religious leaders.

The Eucharistic celebration 
was attended by several 
prominent dignitaries includ-
ing Msgr Maxim L Noronha, 
Vicar General; Dr Daniel Vei-
gas OP, Episcopal Vicar for 
Religious; Dr Rajesh Rosario, 
Rector of St Joseph Seminary, 
Jeppu; and other senior cler-
gy, along with parish priests 
of the newly ordained priests’ 
home parishes.

In his homily, Bishop Sal-
danha described priesthood as 
both a “divine gift and mys-
tery,” emphasizing that it is 
rooted in God’s unconditional 
love rather than human merit. 
He urged the newly ordained 
priests to remain deeply 
prayerful and dependent on 
God’s grace, especially in the 
face of modern pastoral chal-
lenges. He also called on the 
faithful to continuously sup-
port and pray for their priests.

Following the ordination 
Mass, a felicitation pro-
gramme was held where the 
new priests and their parents 
were honoured. Bishop Sal-
danha personally greeted each 
of them, acknowledging the 
role of families, parish com-
munities, and formators in 
their spiritual journey.

On behalf of the newly or-
dained, Jeevan D’Souza ex-
pressed gratitude to the Bish-
op and all who supported 
their vocation. The Bishop 
concluded by blessing the 
new priests and encouraging 
them to remain faithful to 
their mission of service and 
pastoral care.

The five newly ordained 
priests include Avil Santh-
mayor, Denzil Rodrigues, Je-
evan D’Souza, Joel Monteiro, 
and Loyd Rohan D’Souza, 
each of whom completed their 
formation and diaconate min-
istry in various parishes 
across the diocese.

Bajrang Dal meet 
in Mangaluru  
on April 18–19

MANGALURU

A two-day Bajrang Dal state 
coordinators’ convention will 
be held in Mangaluru on April 
18 and 19 at Sanghaniketan in 
Pratapnagar, Mannagudda, un-
der the aegis of Vishva Hindu 
Parishad Karnataka South, ac-
cording to state coordinator 
Prabhanjan Surya. Speaking at 
a press conference at the VHP 
office, he said the convention 
will begin at 9 am on April 18. 
The primary objective of the 
meeting is to strengthen Ba-
jrang Dal’s organisational struc-
ture and expand its reach to the 
village level across Karnataka. 
He said the event will focus on 
improving coordination among 
various units and enhancing the 
effectiveness of the organisa-
tion’s activities in different re-
gions. The convention is ex-
pected to bring together key 
functionaries and coordinators 
from across the state. Several 
senior leaders of the Vishva 
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang 
Dal will participate and provide 
guidance. They include central 
organising general secretary 
Milind Parande, joint general 
secretary Sthanu Malayan, na-
tional coordinator Kishan Pra-
japat, regional coordinator Ku-
maraswamy, central vice-presi-
dent Mohan Manghani, state 
president Deepak Rajagopal, 
state secretary Suresh B., and 
state co-secretary Sharan 
Pumpwell, among others.
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Cong Faces Ulema Backlash After Action Against 2 MLCs
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka Congress lead-
ership is facing a strong back-
lash from Islamic scholars 
following disciplinary action 
against two MLCs and a rep-
rimand issued to Housing 
Minister BZ Zameer Ahmed 
Khan, signalling unease with-
in a key minority support 
base .Members  of  Ula-
ma-e-Karnataka condemned 
the move, stating it has 
caused widespread resentment 
and disappointment within the 
Muslim community. The body 

has announced plans to hold 
consultations with community 
leaders to decide on further 
steps to safeguard their inter-
ests.The controversy stems 

from action taken against 
MLCs Naseer Ahmed and Ab-
dul Jabbar after the April 9 by-
polls to Bagalkot and Davana-
gere South. Jabbar resigned as 

chairman of the KPCC Minori-
ty Wing and was stripped of 
primary membership, while 
Naseer Ahmed was removed as 
political secretary to Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah. Zameer 
Ahmed Khan was also report-
edly pulled up by the Chief 
Minister for not actively cam-
paigning.Sources indicate that 
all three leaders are considered 
close to Siddaramaiah, with 
speculation that the action may 
have been influenced by the 
AICC leadership. Reports sug-
gest that KPCC chief D. K. 
Shivakumar played a role in 

initiating the measures, alleged-
ly targeting the Chief Minis-
ter’s supporters.At a press con-
ference, Ulama-e-Karnataka 
leaders said the developments 
had sent a negative message to 
minorities, particularly Mus-
lims. They expressed concern 
that the action against the 
MLCs came even before the 
bypoll results were declared, 
deepening mistrust.Mufti If-
tikhar Ahmad Qasmi, president 
of the Karnataka unit of Jamiat 
Ulama-i-Hind, said the deci-
sions reflected indifference to-
wards marginalised sections. 

DISCONTENT DEEPENS

QUICK READ

Government Extends 
DG-IGP Saleem’s 

Tenure till August 2027

IOC Ups Auto  
LPG Supply by 300 

Percent

Online Khata 
Correction Facility 

Soon

BENGALURU
The state government 

has extended the tenure 
of Director-General and 

Inspector-General of Po-
lice M A Saleem till Au-

gust 29, 2027. A 
1993-batch IPS officer, 

Saleem was due to retire 
by the end of May this 

year. The extension fol-
lows Supreme Court of 

India guidelines mandat-
ing a minimum two-year 

tenure for state police 
chiefs. Known for his 

work in traffic manage-
ment, Saleem took 

charge as DG-IGP on May 
21, 2025, succeeding Alok 
Mohan. His appointment 
was formally regularised 

in August 2025.

BENGALURU
Amid an ongoing LPG cri-
sis affecting auto drivers, 

Indian Oil Corporation 
has increased auto LPG 

supply in the city by near-
ly 300 percent. On 

Wednesday, the compa-
ny supplied 75.5 metric 

tonnes, compared to the 
usual 23 MT before the 

crisis. Across Karnataka, 
supplies have doubled to 
over 83 MT, up from the 
earlier average of 43.5 

MT per day. The surge in 
demand is attributed to 

disruptions at private 
Auto LPG Dispensing 

Stations, which account 
for nearly 80 percent of 
the market in Bengaluru 

and the state.

BENGALURU
The Greater Bengaluru 

Authority (GBA) plans to 
introduce an online khata 
correction facility to sim-
plify property record up-

dates. Citizens can correct 
details like location and 
ward number, but not 
ownership or property 

size. Around 25 lakh draft 
khata applications have 
been received, with over 
10 lakh final e-Khatas is-
sued so far. Applications 
are typically processed 
within five days if docu-

ments are complete. The 
system sees over 1,000 
applications daily, with 

one e-khata issued every 
30 seconds, said Special 

Commissioner Munish 
Moudgil. A rejection audit 

team has been formed, 
and an automatic muta-

tion system with SMS 
alerts has also been intro-

duced.

State Braces for Weak Monsoon, Water Stress
Storage levels in dams offer limited comfort, with reserves slightly lower than last year despite rising concerns

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka is staring at a po-
tential water stress year, with 
forecasts indicating a be-
low-normal monsoon across 
most regions. Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah said, citing in-
puts from the India Meteoro-
logical Department, that ex-
cept for five districts, the state 
is likely to face rainfall defi-
cit. While normal rainfall is 
expected in August, June and 
July may see delayed and re-

duced showers, with another 
dip likely in September.The 
warning has prompted the 
government to activate con-
tingency plans and tighten 
accountability among dis-
trict administrations. Offi-
cials have been directed to 
conserve water resources at 
least until mid-July, antici-
pating a delayed monsoon 
onset.Data presented at a 
high-level review meeting at 
Vidhana Soudha revealed 
that 213 taluks and 2,410 

gram panchayats have been 
identified as vulnerable to 
drinking water shortages. Of 
these, 114 taluks and 598 
gram panchayats are already 
facing distress. Authorities 
noted that 137 gram pancha-
yats are currently dependent 
on tanker supply, while 515 
have partial arrangements in 
place.The impact is wide-
spread, with Kalaburagi re-
porting the highest number 
of affected gram panchayats 
at 147, followed by Tumak-

uru (141), Haveri (138), 
Mandya (130), Belagavi 
(127), Uttara Kannada (125) 
and Bagalkot (114).

Urban areas are also under 
pressure. Around 95 urban 
local bodies are experienc-
ing water shortages, with 27 
facing severe crisis. To mit-
igate the situation, the gov-
ernment has deployed 57 
tankers supplying water to 
145 wards, while 22 bore-
wells have been hired to 
augment supply.

SC Internal Reservation: Cabinet to Form 
Technical Panel Led by Chief Secretary

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Cabinet has 
decided to constitute a techni-
cal committee headed by 
Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh to examine the issue of 
internal reservation within 
Scheduled Castes (SCs). The 
panel’s report will be taken up 
for detailed discussion at the 
next Cabinet meeting sched-
uled for April 24.

The decision was taken at a 
Cabinet meeting chaired by 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah. 
The committee will include 
the Secretaries of the Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs Depart-
ment and the Social Welfare 
Department. It has been 
tasked with studying the inter-
nal reservation framework 
and submitting recommenda-

tions to the government.
Sources said the Cabinet 

also witnessed sharp discus-
sions on political develop-
ments linked to the Davana-
gere South by-election. Some 
ministers expressed concern 
over disciplinary action taken 
against minority leaders for 
alleged anti-party activities.

Minister Priyank Kharge 
reportedly questioned the ac-

tion against Abdul Jabbar and 
Naseer Ahmed, stating it 
could send a negative mes-
sage to the Muslim communi-
ty. He cautioned that such 

decisions might lead to dissat-
isfaction among party sup-
porters.Minister Satish Jarki-
holi is also said to have 
voiced reservations, arguing 
that the action was taken in 
haste and could be perceived 
as a challenge by the commu-
nity. According to sources, the 
developments have created 
unease among some leaders, 
who fear political repercus-
sions.In a related develop-
ment, Deputy Chief Minister 
D. K. Shivakumar and Minis-
ter S. S. Mallikarjun reported-
ly walked out of the meeting 
midway, adding to the inten-
sity of the discussions.Mean-
while, Law Minister H. K. 
Patil said the next Cabinet 
meeting will focus extensive-
ly on the internal reservation 
issue. 

The issue of  SC internal 
reservation will be 

discussed 
comprehensively, with a 

final decision expected in 
the next Cabinet meeting.

Cabinet Clears Rohith 
Vemula Bill; Rs 10 Lakh 

Fine for Caste Bias
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Cabinet has 
approved the Karnataka Ro-
hith Vemula (Prevention of 
Discrimination, Exclusion or 
Injustice) (Right to Educa-
tion and Dignity) Bill, 2026, 
proposing stringent penalties 
against caste-based discrimi-
nation in higher education 
institutions.Named after Ro-
hith Vemula, the bill will be 
introduced in the upcoming 
monsoon session of the leg-
islature. It aims to ensure 
equal access to education and 
safeguard the dignity of 
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe students across 
public, private and deemed 
universities.A key provision 
mandates the establishment 

of an equity committee in ev-
ery institution to address 
complaints related to harass-
ment and caste bias. The pan-
el will be chaired by an SC/
ST member not below the 
rank of assistant professor 
and include six other mem-
bers, with at least two stu-
dents from SC/ST communi-
ties. Notably, 80 percent of 
the committee must comprise 
members from SC/ST back-
grounds.

Institutions found guilty of 
violations could face penal-
ties, including a fine of up to 
Rs 10 lakh. The bill also out-
lines a structured grievance 
redressal mechanism that pri-
oritises reconciliation

 before initiating a formal 
inquiry.

Hindu Outfit Seeks Cancellation of 
Munawar Faruqui Show in Bengaluru
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A Hindu organisation has 
urged city police to cancel a 
stand-up comedy show by 
Munawar Faruqui scheduled 
in Bengaluru on Saturday, cit-
ing concerns over law and 
order and potential distur-
bance to communal harmony.

The Hindu Janajagruti 
Samiti submitted a formal 
representation to Bengaluru 
Police Commissioner See-
mant Kumar Singh, request-
ing authorities to deny per-
mission for the event. The 
group pointed to past contro-
versies involving the comedi-
an, including a 2021 case reg-
istered in Indore under sec-
tions of the IPC related to al-

leged hurt of religious senti-
ments. Faruqui was arrested 
in the case and later granted 
bail by the Supreme Court of 
India after spending over a 
month in custody. The matter 
remains pending.

The organisation also cited 
similar complaints from cities 
such as Prayagraj and Mum-
bai, alleging that some of 
Faruqui’s performances con-
tained objectionable content. 

It noted that several of his 
shows across cities including 
Bengaluru, Delhi, Pune, Hy-
derabad and Goa have previ-
ously been cancelled or de-
nied permission due to antic-
ipated protests and law and 
order concerns.In its represen-
tation, the Samiti stated that 
allowing the event in Bengal-
uru could potentially hurt 
public sentiments and trigger 
unrest. It urged the police to 
assess the background, exam-
ine possible law and order 
implications, and take preven-
tive measures to avoid any 
untoward incidents.The group 
maintained that its appeal is 
aimed at preserving public 
peace and ensuring harmony 
among all sections of society.

KERC Relief Sparks EV Charging 
Boom at Petrol Pumps in Karnataka
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A regulatory easing by the 
Karnataka Electricity Regula-
tory Commission has trig-
gered a rapid expansion of 
electric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure at petrol pumps 
across Karnataka, particularly 
around Bengaluru, as oil com-
panies pivot towards cleaner 
mobility solutions.

Amid shifting energy de-
mand and uncertainties linked 
to global fuel supply disrup-
tions, Oil Marketing Compa-
nies (OMCs) are accelerating 
investments in EV charging 
networks. The push gained 
momentum after KERC, in 
December 2023, relaxed its 
earlier rule mandating trans-
formers at fuel retail outlets. 
It directed Bangalore Electric-
ity Supply Company to pro-
vide grid connectivity for EV 
charging stations without re-
quiring transformers within 
petrol bunk premises.

The earlier regulation re-
quired outlets with more than 
800 sq ft area or power con-
sumption exceeding 35 kW to 
install transformers. However, 
OMCs had raised safety con-
cerns, noting that such instal-
lations would violate norms 
set by the Petroleum and Ex-
plosives Safety Organisation, 
which restrict electrical 
equipment near highly in-

flammable fuels like petrol, 
diesel and LPG.

Following these representa-
tions, KERC ruled in favour 
of the companies, paving the 
way for rapid deployment. As 
a result, 378 petrol pump out-
lets have applied to BESCOM 
to set up public EV charging 
stations. Of these, 307 have 
already been commissioned, 
while work is underway at the 
remaining sites.

Officials say this expan-
sion will significantly ben-
efit EV users by improving 
accessibility to charging 
points, especially during 
long-distance travel, and 
help address range anxiety.

BESCOM Managing Di-
rector  N Shivashankara 
said the utility has adopted 
a facilitative approach to 
ensure faster approvals and 
reliable power supply. In-
ternal processes such as 
t e c h n i c a l  f e a s i b i l i t y 
checks, load sanctioning 
and infrastructure readiness 
have been streamlined to 
reduce delays.

He added tha t  a  s in-
gle-window digital dash-
board has been introduced 
to fast-track approvals. The 
platform enables end-to-
end tracking, real-time up-
dates and online documen-
tation, improving coordina-
tion and transparency.

WAIT AND WORRY: DELAYS MOUNT 
IN DOMESTIC LPG DELIVERIES

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

City households are grappling 
with growing anxiety as de-
lays in domestic LPG cylinder 
deliveries stretch beyond two 
weeks, disrupting daily rou-
tines and forcing many to 
seek costly alternatives.

Consumers across Bengal-
uru report long waiting peri-
ods despite booking refills 
well in advance. J Manju, a 
domestic worker from Yelah-
anka, said she has been wait-
ing for over 25 days for her 
Indian Oil Corporation cylin-
der. With a family of four, she 
has struggled to manage, even 
payig Rs 1,500 for a partially 
filled cylinder in desperation.

Ajith Kumar from Horam-
avu shared a similar experi-
ence with a cylinder booked 
through Hindustan Petroleum. 
After waiting two weeks, he 
visited the refilling station 
multiple times and was even-
tually asked to collect the cyl-
inder himself, enduring long 
queues.In another case, a re-
fill booked through Shri Vish-
nu Indane Gas Agency on 
March 25 remained undeliv-
ered even after 16 days. 
Households with only one 
cylinder are finding it partic-
ularly difficult to cope with 
the delays.Adding to the frus-
tration are complaints about 
the grievance redressal sys-
tem. Several consumers allege 

that complaints were marked 
as resolved without actual de-
livery, while others said deliv-
ery personnel were unrespon-
sive, leaving them uncertain 
about timelines.

Responding to the con-
cerns, a spokesperson from 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited maintained that the 
backlog in Bengaluru Urban 
district is limited to around 
three-and-a-half days. The 
company said it follows a 
strict FIFO (First In, First 
Out) system for LPG distribu-
tion.

Officials have advised con-
sumers to use helpline ser-
vices to obtain distributor 
details and escalate issues. 

Bellandur Flyover 
Space Transformed 

into Public Area
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A once-neglected stretch be-
neath the Bellandur Flyover 
has been transformed into a 
clean and vibrant public 
space, marking a step towards 
reclaiming underutilised ur-
ban areas in the city.

The revamped space was 
inaugurated by Bengaluru 
East City Corporation Addi-
tional Commissioner (Devel-
opment) Lokhande Snehal 
Sudhakar, with the project 
implemented through CSR 
support from Intel.

Officials said the area was 
previously filled with silt, de-
bris and encroachments, in-
cluding unauthorised vendors. 
The clean-up drive removed 
these obstacles, paving the 
way for redevelopment into a 
more accessible and peo-
ple-friendly space. Landscap-
ing and plantation work have 
enhanced the visual appeal, 
creating a green and welcom-
ing environment.

As part of the initiative, 
‘suvidha’ cabins were in-
stalled for pourakarmikas, 
providing sanitation workers 
with improved working con-
ditions and access to basic 
amenities.

Speaking at the event, 
Lokhande said the project re-
flects the administration’s 
commitment to building sus-
tainable and inclusive urban 
spaces. The inauguration was 
attended by senior representa-
tives from Intel, civic officials 
and pourakarmikas involved 
in maintaining the area.

Civic authorities said the 
project demonstrates how ne-
glected infrastructure spaces 
can be repurposed effectively. 

Utsav Trayana–Echoes 
of Every Path

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

“Utsav Trayana,” hosted at 
BMS College of Engineering, 
was inaugurated on Friday, 
transforming the campus into 
a vibrant space filled with en-
ergy, creativity, and celebra-
tion.

The opening ceremony was 
graced by chief guests, re-
nowned music director and 
singer Gurukiran Shetty, actor 
Darling Krishna, and actress 
Chaitra J Achar. The event 
was also presided by the 

members of the Management, 
Principal, Vice Principal and 
other dignitaries. 

For the first time, 100 per-
cent tuition fee waive off was 
initiated for the students who 
secured CET rank within 
1000 and students whose par-
ents are from defence back-
ground. The winners of the 
open house project exhibition 
were also felicitated with cash 
prize. 

The Fest will showcase tal-
ents from across various col-
leges over the next two days.
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Follow Ambedkar’s constitutional values daily: Judge
CHITRADURGA

 
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge Rona Vasudev 
has called upon citizens to 
adopt the values of the Con-
stitution in their daily life, 
saying that true respect to Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar lies in prac-
ticing his ideals rather than 
merely remembering him on 
special occasions.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the 135th birth anni-
versary programme of Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar organised by 
the Chitradurga Bar Associa-
tion at the Advocates’ Hall in 

the city on Friday.
Judge Vasudev said Ambed-

kar should not be understood 
only through the Preamble of 
the Constitution, but through 
the entire constitutional 

framework. He cautioned that 
simply reading the Preamble 
without implementing its 
principles in real life makes 
such practices meaningless.

He noted that while people 

often speak about rights, 
equal attention is not given to 
fundamental duties outlined 
in Part IVA of the Constitu-
tion. Citizens must reflect on 
whether they are acting with 
sincerity, honesty, and a spirit 
of brotherhood towards the na-
tion, he said.He added that cel-
ebrating Ambedkar’s legacy 
once a year is not enough and 
urged people to follow his 
teachings in everyday conduct. 
Only then can genuine tribute 
be paid to the architect of the 
Constitution, he said.Bar Asso-
ciation President H.S. Ma-
heshwarappa said India can 

achieve global leadership only 
when citizens balance their 
rights with responsibilities.  
He highlighted Ambedkar’s 
contributions not only as a 
constitutional architect but 
also as an economist whose 
early writings influenced fi-
nancial thought in India, in-
cluding the establishment of 
the Reserve Bank of India.

Speakers also recalled 
Ambedkar’s vision for river 
linking, gender equality in ed-
ucation, and his study of mul-
tiple global constitutions to 
frame India’s system of equal-
ity.

JUSTICE AWARENESS SPEECH

QUICK READ

Mandya to host 
Basavanna Jayanti 

Award event

Sri Shankaracharya 
Jayanti to be 

celebrated on April 21

Summer camp for 
children at Prakas 

Bhavan

MANDYA
The Kasturi Sirigannada 
Vedike State Unit will or-

ganise the 893rd birth an-
niversary of Vishwaguru 

Basavanna along with the 
Basava Shri Award cere-

mony for poets and 
scholars on April 20 at 3 

pm in Seva Kiran 
Vridrashram, Mandya city. 

The programme will be 
inaugurated by M Gu-
ruprasad, president of 

Rashtriya Basava Dal. G V 
Nagaraju will preside over 
the event. Several poets, 

folk artists and writers will 
participate as chief 
guests. Basava Shri 

awards will be presented 
to selected writers and 

contributors for their liter-
ary service. Organisers 

said vachana recitations 
will also be held, high-
lighting Basavanna’s 

teachings and values dur-
ing the celebration event.

CHITRADURGA
Sri Shankaracharya 

Jayanti will be observed 
on April 21 at 11 am in the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 

Office Hall in Chitradurga 
city. The programme is 
jointly organised by the 
district administration, 

Zilla Panchayat, Kannada 
and Culture Department 
and Municipal Council. 

Minister D Sudhakar will 
inaugurate the event. 

Several MLAs, MPs and 
other public representa-

tives will attend, while 
MLA K C Virendra Pappi 

will preside over the cere-
mony. Officials said the 

event will include speech-
es and cultural perfor-
mances. K R Ramadevi 

will deliver a lecture and a 
musical programme will 

be presented 
by Meenakshi Bhat an her 

team during the
 celebration.

CHAMARAJANAGAR
A three-day summer 

camp for children will be 
held from April 20 to 22 at 
Prakas Bhavan of Prajapi-

ta Brahma Kumaris Ish-
wariya Vishwa Vidyalaya 

on Jodi Road in Chamara-
janagar. The camp is or-

ganised for children aged 
6 to 16 to support their all-
round personality devel-

opment, improve concen-
tration and build positive 
values. Activities will in-

clude games, yoga, medi-
tation, aerobic exercises 
and sessions on positive 

thinking and discipline. Or-
ganisers said the pro-

gramme aims to encour-
age confidence, unity and 
good citizenship among 
children through spiritual 

learning. Registration is re-
quired in advance and in-
terested participants can 

contact the organisers 
through the given phone 

numbers for details.

‘Women must be treated with respect at police stations’
KARNATAKA WOMEN’S COMMISSION CHIEF NAGALAKSHMI CHAUDHARY URGED POLICE SENSITIVITY, QUICK 

RESPONSE, AND ICC FORMATION IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
MANDYA

 
Karnataka State Women’s 
Commission Chairperson Dr. 
Nagalakshmi Chaudhary has 
directed police personnel 
across the district to treat 
women with dignity and re-
spond promptly to their com-
plaints at all police stations.

She was speaking while 
presiding over a “Mahila Jan 
Sunvai” (public hearing) held 
at the Zilla Panchayat Cauv-
ery Hall, organised as per the 
directions of the National 
Women’s Commission.

Dr. Chaudhary said that 
gender sensi t ivi ty pro-
grammes must be strength-
ened to ensure women do not 
face inconvenience when ap-
proaching police stations. She 
instructed education officials 
to ensure that Internal Com-
plaints Committees are 
formed in all schools and col-
leges and that awareness pro-
grammes are conducted regu-
larly.She also directed that 
quarterly review meetings be 
held and compliance reports 
be submitted to the Women’s 
Commission. Emphasising 

better accessibility for wom-
en, she suggested installing 
QR codes in all police sta-
tions to enable easy online 
complaint registration and 
ensure a more digital-friendly 
policing system.The Commis-
sion Chairperson further said 
that safety measures for wom-
en and children should be 
strengthened through in-
creased patrolling and aware-
ness initiatives. She recom-
mended that helpline numbers 
be prominently displayed in 
public places such as bus 
stands, parks, and hospitals.

She also stressed the need to 
improve facilities in hostels 
for women and children under 
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment, including proper light-
ing, cleanliness, drinking wa-
ter, and sanitation facilities. 
She suggested setting up 
breastfeeding (child care) 
rooms at all bus stands in the 
district.Dr. Chaudhary appre-
ciated the police department 
for its efforts in addressing 
issues related to microfinance 
harassment and said the dis-
trict has set an example in 
handling such cases.Officials 

informed the meeting that 
awareness  programmes 
against female foeticide and 
child marriage are being con-
ducted widely across the dis-
trict.Police officials also re-
ported that in 2024, out of 

420 missing women cases, 
410 were traced, and in 2025, 
468 out of 483 missing per-
sons were successfully found.
Complaints from affected 
women were later received by 
the Commission Chairperson.

Chikkaballapura launches water 
sustainability training initiative project
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
The district administration 
has launched a new training 
program on water sustainabil-
ity and conservation for urban 
local bodies. District Magis-
trate G Prabhu said the proj-
ect aims to improve water 
management, reuse treated 
water, and build stronger sys-
tems in six towns. The initia-
tive is being carried out with 
support from the Indian Insti-
tute for Human Settlements 
and the Coalition for Disaster 
Resilient Infrastructure. It will 
focus on studying water use, 
identifying gaps in supply, 
and preparing plans for safe 
and efficient reuse of resourc-
es. The project will also help 
local bodies improve planning 
skills and respond better to 

climate change and water 
shortages in future years. Ex-
perts from CDRI said Chikk-
aballapura is one of the se-
lected districts for this global 
water resilience program 
along with other countries. 
The program will run from 
April 2026 to March 2028 
across six urban local bodies 
including Bagepalli, Chinta-
mani and others. Officials 
said the training will build 
capacity in data driven plan-

ning, wastewater management 
and disaster risk reduction for 
cities. Stakeholders from mu-
nicipal bodies, technical agen-
cies and partner organisations 
participated in the inaugural 
session and discussed imple-
mentation steps. CDRI repre-
sentative Maheshwar Ra-
jashekar said the project sup-
ports climate resilient infra-
structure planning and was 
selected from over 100 pro-
posals. He added that the ef-

fort will strengthen water se-
curity and help small towns 
manage growing pressure on 
natural resources. The district 
administration said the train-
ing is an important step to-
wards long term sustainable 
urban development in the re-
gion. Officials said the pro-
gram will continue with regu-
lar workshops, technical guid-
ance and monitoring to ensure 
effective implementation .

Chikkaballapura 
launched water 

sustainability training for 
urban bodies with IIHS 
and CDRI, focusing on 
reuse, planning, and 

climate-resilient water 
management across six 

towns

Unified effort 
planned for Basava 
Jayanti Celebration

MLA B.R. Patil announced grand Basava 
Jayanti in Jevargi with unified procession and 

Basavanna-only portrait rule

JEVARGI 
 

MLA B.R. Patil said that co-
operation from everyone is 
essential to celebrate Basava 
Jayanti in a grand and mean-
ingful way. He was speaking 
after inaugurating the prepa-
ratory meeting held at Gu-
rukul School on Vijayapura 
Road in Jevargi. He also 
serves as the District Presi-
dent of the Basava Jayanti 
Festival Committee. This 
year, different organisations 
have come together to cele-
brate the event on a large 
scale, instead of separate 
groups as in previous years. 
He said a grand procession 
featuring portraits of 12th 
century Kayaka Sharanas, in-
cluding Basavanna, will be 
taken out. He also stressed 
that only the portrait of Basa-
vanna should be used during 
the Jayanti celebrations and 
no other images should be in-
cluded. 

More than five thousand 
devotees from Jevargi and 
Yadrami taluks are expected 
to take part in the celebration. 
Committee members, includ-
ing legislators, former MLAs, 
and local leaders, attended the 
meeting and discussed ar-
rangements for the event. 
They emphasized unity 
among all groups to ensure 
the celebration is peaceful and 
successful. The organisers 
said that Basava Jayanti re-
flects the teachings of Basa-
vanna and promotes equality 
and social harmony. 

They requested people from 
Jevargi and nearby areas to 
participate in large numbers 
and support all arrangements 
for the smooth conduct of the 
event. Local leaders ex-
pressed confidence that col-
lective efforts will make this 
year’s Basava Jayanti one of 
the most memorable celebra-
tions in Jevargi town region 
event.

19 cases booked under 
tobacco control act

CHITRADURGA
 

In a drive against tobacco use 
violations, the District Tobac-
co Control Cell conducted 
surprise inspections in Ho-
lalkere town targeting bars, 
restaurants, and shops selling 
tobacco products.

The joint operation was car-
ried out by teams from the 
Health Department, Munici-
pality, and Police Department 
under the guidance of District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Officer Dr. G.P. Renuprasad 
and District Tobacco Control 
Officer Dr. Rekha.

Officials said the raid was 
conducted as part of efforts to 
reduce tobacco-related deaths 
among youth and to enforce 
compliance with the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco 
Products Act (COTPA), 2003.

During the inspection, au-
thorities educated shop own-
ers and the public about the 

health risks of smoking and 
chewing tobacco products in 
public spaces. 

They also instructed shop-
keepers to display mandatory 
warning boards under Sec-
tions 4, 6A, and 6B of the 
Act.Strict action was taken 
against violators during the 
drive. A total of 19 cases were 
registered, including 14 cases 
for smoking in public places 
under Section 4, resulting in 
fines of ₹1,550, and 5 cases 

for selling tobacco to minors 
under Section 6A, with fines 
of ₹550. In total, ₹2,100 was 
collected as penalty.Officials 
said such enforcement drives 
will continue to ensure com-
pliance with tobacco control 
laws and to create awareness 
among the public about the 
harmful effects of tobacco 
use.Several health officials, 
municipal staff, and police 
personnel participated in the 
operation.

WATER VITAL FOR LIFE AND 
ANIMALS: JUDGE

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

A programme highlighting the 
importance of water conser-
vation and animal welfare 
was held at the Chikka-
ballapura court premises on 
Friday as part of World Water 
Day celebrations.The event 
was jointly organised by the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority, the Lawyers Associa-
tion of Chikkaballapura, and 
the organisation Water for 
Voiceless.Addressing the 
gathering, Justice T.P. Rama-
lingegowda said that water is 
essential for the survival of all 
living beings, including hu-
mans, animals, and birds. He 
stressed that people should 

make efforts to provide water 
to voiceless animals wherever 
possible, especially during hot 
weather conditions.He also 
highlighted an ongoing initia-
tive to plant five lakh trees 
across Chikkaballapura dis-
trict and said that preliminary 
steps for the programme have 
already begun. He appealed to 
all stakeholders and the public 
to extend their cooperation to 
make the environmental ini-
tiative successful.Officials 
present on the occasion in-
cluded District and Sessions 
Judge Latha Kumari M., Prin-
cipal Family Judge Sharada 
B., Senior Civil Judge and 
CJM Umesh H.K., Senior 
Civil Judge .

Kalaburagi CET exam faces tight security measures
KALABURAGI

 
Officials in Kalaburagi have 
started strict preparations for 
the CET examination sched-
uled on April 23 and 24 under 
the Karnataka Examination 
Authority. 

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Rayappa Hunasagi 
has directed all officers to en-

sure smooth and fair conduct 
of the exam. He said about 
14,405 students will appear 
across 35 examination centers 
in the district. 

District level officers have 
been appointed as observers 
for each center and must ar-
rive 30 minutes early to su-
pervise arrangements. 

Authorities have been in-

structed to ensure seating, 
electricity, drinking water and 
toilet facilities at all exam 
centers in advance. 

Candidates have been ad-
vised to ensure respectful 
frisking procedures without 
hurting religious sentiments. 

All electronic items includ-
ing mobile phones, Bluetooth 
devices, pagers and calcula-

tors are strictly banned inside 
examination halls. A 200-me-
ter radius around centres has 
been declared a restricted 
zone, with police enforcing 
strict action. 

CCTV cameras and web-
casting will monitor the ex-
ams, and center heads will be 
responsible for any irregular-
ities.

Students protest 
hostel relocation 

in Aland issue
ALAND

 
Students and villagers in Al-
and strongly opposed the gov-
ernment's decision to relocate 
the post-matric girls' hostel 
under the Backward Classes 
Welfare Department from 
Kadaganchi village to Aland 
town and convert it into a 
boys' hostel. It is learnt that 
the move followed a letter 
written by MLA and Policy 
and Planning Commission 
Vice Chairman B.R. Patil to 
the Under-Secretary of the de-
partment on January 19, 2026. 
Fearing that the relocation 
would affect education, stu-
dents protested on the streets 
in the scorching sun. They 
raised slogans demanding that 
the hostel not be shifted under 
any circumstances and ex-
pressed anger against the au-
thorities and elected represen-
tatives. Student Aishwarya 
Yadgiri said the move would 
disrupt education.

Kalaburagi holds workshop on anti-
trafficking awareness program

KALABURAGI
 

A one-day workshop on pre-
vention of immoral trafficking 
of women and children was 
held at the Government Girls 
Children's Home in Kalabur-
agi. Senior Civil Judge and 
Member Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
Srinivas Navale inaugurated 
the programme. He said traf-
ficking of women and chil-
dren is a serious crime and 
needs strong coordination be-
tween departments. He asked 
officials to create awareness, 
provide protection to victims 
and ensure strict action 

against offenders through law 
enforcement. 

Resource person Brind 
Badhi explained methods 
used in trafficking, workplace 
harassment, and cyber crime 
related exploitation. Officials 
from Women and Child De-
velopment Department said 
trained staff should actively 
support rescue and rehabilita-
tion efforts. District and taluk 
level officers including Zilla 
Panchayat, Child Protection 
Unit and other departments 
attended the workshop. They 
discussed better coordination 
between departments to pre-
vent trafficking.
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K’taka Lokayukta to mark 40 years
CHITRADURGA

 
The Karnataka Lo-
kayukta, which has 
played a major role in 
fighting corruption and 
improving governance 
in the state, has com-
pleted four decades of 
its service. To mark this 
milestone, a special 
programme will be held 
on April 18, 2026, at 
the Banquet Hall of 
Vidhana Soudha in 
Bengaluru.The event 
will be inaugurated by 
Chief Justice of India 

Surya Kant as the chief 
guest, while Supreme 
Court Judge Arvind 
Kumar will attend as 
the guest of honour. 
The programme will be 

held in the presence of 
Karnataka Lokayukta 
B.S. Patil and Deputy 
L o k a y u k t a s  K . N . 
Phanindra and B. Veer-
appa.On this occasion, 

the Chief Justice will 
launch the Lokayukta 
magazine, a new digital 
portal on the assets and 
liabilities of elected rep-
resentatives, and an on-
line investigation mod-
ule aimed at improving 
transparency and effi-
ciency.Former Lo-
kayuktas and Deputy 
Lokayuktas will also be 
felicitated during the 
ceremony in recognition 
of their service.Follow-
ing the main event, 
technical seminars will 
be conducted .

ANTI-CORRUPTION MILESTONE

QUICK READ

Sri Bhagirath Jayanti 
to be observed 

on April 23

Aland leader demands 
sugarcane payment 

for farmers

CHITRADURGA
Sri Bhagirath Jayanti will 
be celebrated on April 23 
at 11 am at Maharshi Val-
miki Bhavan in Chitradur-
ga city. The programme is 

jointly organised by the 
district administration, 

Zilla Panchayat, Kannada 
and Culture Department 
and Municipal Council. 

Minister D Sudhakar will 
inaugurate the event. Sev-
eral MLAs, MPs and other 
public representatives will 

attend, while MLA K C 
Virendra Pappi will pre-
side over the ceremony. 

Officials said a procession 
with folk art troupes will 

begin at 9.30 am and pro-
ceed through the city. Cul-

tural programmes and 
speeches will highlight 

Bhagirath’s contributions 
and teachings during the 

celebration event.

ALAND
Former Gram Panchayat 

vice president Harsha 
Guttedar has urged au-
thorities to immediately 

release pending pay-
ments to sugarcane farm-
ers who supplied produce 
to the cooperative sugar 
factory in Bhusanur. He 

said farmers have not re-
ceived dues even three 

months after supply, 
while crushing operations 

at the factory have al-
ready stopped. In a letter 

to the district collector, he 
highlighted that the delay 
has caused severe finan-

cial hardship and affected 
ongoing agricultural work. 

He also raised concerns 
over water shortages 

from Amarja dam and 
drinking water scarcity for 

cattle. He warned of a 
large protest if payments 
are not cleared within a 

week.

I, SIDDALINGAPPA,  Residing 
at Ganga nilaya 6th sisira cross 
Manjunath nagar kyathsandra 

Post Tumkur 572104 karnataka. 
have changed my name to 
SIDDALINGAPPA R., vide 

affidavit dated: 17.04.2026 before 
notary RAMESH NAIK.C,Tumkur.

NAME CHANGE

I, MUBEENA TAJ,  Residing at 
No.114, 14th Cross, Opposite Al 
Kareem Masjid Fathima Layout, 

Govindapura, Bengaluru-560045, 
have changed my name to 

MUBEEN TAJ, vide affidavit 
dated: 04.04.2026 before notary 
V. RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, SYED MUSTAFA IRFAN, 

residing at No. 45, Flat No BG2, 
Koolz Zircon Hill Apt, Church 
Road, Muddamma Garden, 

Chinnappa Garden, Adjacent, 
Bengaluru-560046, have 

changed my Minor daughter’s 
name from ZAHRA FAATIMAH 

to ZARA FATHIMA, vide affidavit 
dated: 14.04.2026, before Notary 

N.NAGAPPA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, JAWEED AHMED AHMED 
PASHA, residing at No. 1531, 
14th Cross R.K. Hegdenagar, 

Bangaluru-560077, have 
changed my name to JAVEED 
AHMED, vide affidavit dated: 

10.04.2026, before Notary 
N.NAGAPPA, Bangalore 

NAME CHANGE

I, NOOR ASMA ATHAULLA W/o 
Athaulla Azmathulla, Residing 
at No.5, 4th Main Road, Beside 

Excellent School, Bismillah Nagar 
Bengaluru-560029 have changed 
my name to NOOR ASMA S, vide 
affidavit dated: 16.04.2026 before 

notary R.BASAVARAJA,
 Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I,  SHAIK MASTAN VALi,  
Resident of No.44, Milkman 

Street, Near Lido Mall Halasuru 
Bengaluru-560008, have 

changed my minor son’s name 
from MOHAMMAD SHAIK 
SADAN to  MOHAMMED 

SHAIK SADAN vide Affidavit 
Dated: 16.04.2026 before notary 

R.BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SYED FAZLUR REHMAN SYED 
TAMEEM AHMED,  residing at No. 
30, Hutchins Road, Cooke Town, 

Opp. Omega Residency Appt. Frazer 
Town Post, Bangalore-560005,have 

changed my name to SYED 
TAMEEM AHMED, vide affidavit 
dated: 10.04.2026, before Notary 

N.NAGAPPA, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE

Foot-And-Mouth vaccination drive from April 23
Chikkaballapura DC urged farmers to use 1962 helpline for mobile veterinary care and emergency livestock treatment services

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

District Magistrate G. Prabhu 
has appealed to farmers in the 
district to make use of the 
toll-free emergency veterinary 
service number 1962 to ac-
cess doorstep animal health-
care facilities.He made the 
appeal while reviewing the 
progress of the Foot-and-
Mouth Disease (FMD) vacci-
nation programme and mobile 
veterinary unit services at the 

District Magistrate’s office 
hall.The DC said that farmers 
can call the helpline for emer-
gency treatment of livestock 
conditions such as calving 
complications, bloating, frac-
tures, poisoning, and other 
serious health issues. He add-
ed that trained veterinary doc-
tors will reach farmers’ loca-
tions through mobile units 
and provide immediate treat-
ment. A total of eight mobile 
veterinary units are currently 

functioning across eight ta-
luks.He urged farmers to 
spread awareness about the 
service and make full use of 
it.The ninth phase of the Na-
tional Livestock Disease Con-
trol Programme will be imple-
mented in the district from 
April 23 to May 22 for a peri-
od of one month. The DC em-
phasized that all cattle and 
buffaloes must be vaccinated 
to prevent the spread of FMD, 
which is a highly contagious 

disease transmitted through 
air and direct contact between 
animals.

He instructed Animal Hus-
bandry Department officials 
to intensify awareness cam-
paigns through dairies and 
local communication chan-
nels.

Officials said the district 
has a total of 1,81,676 cattle 
and buffaloes, and complete 
vaccination coverage is being 
targeted. 

Culture more important than 
education, Says Kadakol Seer
KALABURAGI

 
Stressing the importance of 
values in modern society, seer 
of Kadakol Math, Dr. Rudra-
muni Shivacharya, said that 
culture and moral values are 
more important than mere ed-
ucation.

He was speaking while 
blessing devotees at a Purana 
programme held in Varavi vil-
lage of the taluk. “While it is 
encouraging that today’s 
youth are pursuing higher ed-
ucation, it is unfortunate that 
they are forgetting religion, 
culture, and human values,” 
he observed.

The seer emphasized that 
education without culture is 
meaningless. He urged youth 
to preserve traditions, family 
values, and respect for elders, 
especially in rural areas, stat-
ing that these are the true 
markers of a fulfilled life.

He further advised young-
sters to stay connected with 

their roots and maintain re-
spectful relationships with 
elders in their native villages. 
“One must cultivate the habit 
of helping saints and the poor. 
Even an uneducated person 
with good values is better 
than an educated person with-
out them,” he said.

Expressing concern over 
the rising trend of bad habits 
among youth, Dr. Rudramuni 
Shivacharya warned against 
alcoholism and other addic-
tions, stating that such habits 
lead to destruction. “Only by 
following good values and 
discipline can one lead a hap-

py life,” he added. He also 
called upon youth to imbibe 
the teachings of Puranas to 
build strong character and 
lead a meaningful life. Sever-
al seers and dignitaries were 
present on the occasion, in-
cluding Guruling Devaru of 
Yalgod and Arakeri Para-
madeshwar Math, Eranna 
Mutya of Sathkhed Rajabhag 
Savar Temple, Satyanand 
Mutya of Anajagi Brahman 
Math, Yallappa Mutya of 
Shakhapur Math, and Rudra-
muni Beeralinga Devaru of 
Honagunti Math, along with 
local leaders and devotees.

Khandre said Karnataka supports 
cooperation but opposed Lok Sabha seat 
increase, alleging unfair tax allocation.

Centre favouring 
north in tax share, 

delimitation: Khandre
BIDAR

 
Karnataka Forest, Ecology and 
Environment Minister Eshwar 
Khandre has alleged 
that the Central Gov-
ernment is showing 
bias towards North 
Indian states in mat-
ters of tax distribution 
and Lok Sabha seat 
allocation.Addressing 
reporters, he said that 
while the state is will-
ing to cooperate, there has 
been no positive response 
from the other side. He ex-
pressed concern over the pro-
posed increase in Lok Sabha 
seats, claiming that it dispro-

portionately benefits northern 
states.Khandre stated that 
southern states contribute sig-
nificantly more in taxes but 

receive comparative-
ly less in return. 
“For every one ru-
pee paid in taxes, 
we receive only 
about 15 paise, 
w h e r e a s  s o m e 
northern states re-
ceive nearly three 

times more than 
what they contribute,” he al-
leged.He further claimed that 
Karnataka contributes around 
₹4.5 lakh crore in taxes but re-
ceives only about ₹60,000 
crore from the Centre.

Education returns to its true purpose again
PRITHA ROY

  
Education, which was once 
considered a powerful tool for 
shaping character, curiosity, 
and critical thinking, is in-
creasingly being re-examined 
as institutions and educators 
attempt to bring it back to its 
original purpose.

In recent times, education 
has largely become focused 
on marks, rankings, and mem-
orisation, reducing its broader 
aim of developing responsible 
and well-rounded individuals. 
However, a gradual shift is 
now being observed, with ef-
forts to prioritise understand-
ing over rote learning and 
skills over scores.In ancient 
times, particularly during the 
Vedic period, education fol-
lowed a holistic approach. 

The Gurukul system em-
phasised discipline, moral 
values, and life skills along 
with academic learning. Stu-
dents lived with their gurus 
and were trained not only in 
subjects but also in managing 
responsibilities, relationships, 
and practical life situations. 
The system focused on over-
all personality development 
and balance in life.The an-
cient principle “Sa Vidya Ya 
Vimuktaye” highlights that 
true education is that which 
leads to liberation and wis-
dom.In contrast, modern edu-
cation has often been criti-
cised for focusing mainly on 
job-oriented learning, leading 
to stress and a lack of essen-
tial life skills among students. 

To address this gap, several 
institutions are revisiting tra-

ditional methods by introduc-
ing residential learning envi-
ronments, yoga, meditation, 
and value-based education.

The National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 has further 
strengthened this direction by 
promoting experiential and ho-
listic learning.Educators be-
lieve that combining tradition-
al values with modern teach-
ing methods can help build a 
generation that is not only 
skilled, but also responsible, 
ethical, and capable of contrib-
uting meaningfully to society.

Elephant’s night visit startles 
Channapatna village residents 

CHANNAPATNA
 

Residents of B V Halli village in 
Channapatna taluk were shocked 
after wild elephants entered a 
house compound during the 
night. Two elephants were seen 
near the home of Doddegowda 
and caused panic among villag-
ers. They reportedly ate bananas 
and papayas kept in the court-
yard before moving back to-
wards the nearby forest. Locals 
said such incidents are increas-
ing as wild animals come out of 
the adjacent coconut forest area. 

They expressed anger and 
shared videos of the incident 
with the forest department seek-
ing immediate action. Officials 
have been urged to prevent crop 
damage and ensure safety of 

homes near forest borders. Vil-
lagers said elephants are fre-
quently entering farms and dam-
aging banana and papaya planta-
tions in the region. 

The forest department has 
been informed and asked to take 
preventive measures to avoid 
further incidents. Residents re-
quested immediate patrols and 
monitoring in the area while also 
demanding long term solutions 
including barriers and awareness 
drives to reduce conflict between 
humans and wild elephants in 
future safely managed.

Congress gains 
support as 

leaders switch 
party

HANGAL
 

Former BJP leaders from 
Shankarikoppa village Mal-
akannavara family members 
Shivabasappa Malakannavara 
and former Gram Panchayat 
member Shambhu Malakan-
navara joined Congress party 
on Thursday in presence of 
MLA Srinivas Mane along 
with supporters MLA said 
Congress supports people 
from all communities and 
works for welfare schemes 
through its guarantee pro-
grammes He added that the 
government is solving long 
pending problems.

Raichur 
heatwave alert 
sparks safety 

measures
RAICHUR

 
Officials have warned the 
public to stay careful as the 
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment has predicted extreme 
heat and possible heatwave 
conditions in the coming days 
in the district. District Disaster 
Management Authority chair-
man and in-charge Deputy 
Commissioner Ishwar Kumar 
Kandu advised people to take 
safety steps to avoid heat-re-
lated health problems. He said 
people should avoid going out 
unnecessarily during hot hours 
and drink plenty of water 
throughout the day. Authorities 
have advised people to wear 
light cotton clothes and avoid 
outdoor work between 12 
noon and 3 pm. They also sug-
gested using hats, umbrellas, 
sunglasses, and if possible a 
wet cloth on the head and face 
while stepping out. 

Supporters of Malikayya Guttedar Hit 
Back at Prakash Jamadar in Afzalpur

AFZALPUR
 

Supporters of former minister 
Malikayya Guttedar have 
strongly reacted to recent re-
marks made by Guarantee Im-
plementation Committee 
Chairman Prakash Jamadar, 
accusing him of indulging in 
politics by using the name of 
late Vitthal Herur.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the town, former 
APMC President Ramanna 
Nayakodi alleged that Prakash 
Jamadar has forgotten his own 
past. He claimed that during 
elections when Vitthal Herur 
had contested, Jamadar had 
“betrayed” him by extending 
support to M. Y. Patil, a fact 
that, he said, the Koli commu-
nity has not forgotten.

He further criticized Jama-
dar, stating that as a follower 
of M.Y. Patil, he had failed to 
deliver justice to the Koli com-
munity and was now engaging 
in politics driven by personal 
interests without any ideolog-
ical commitment.

Nayakodi also demanded 
that Jamadar refrain from 
making “disparaging remarks” 
against Malikayya Guttedar, 
who, he said, had significantly 
contributed to the develop-
ment of the constituency.

Speaking on the occasion, 
leader Devindra Jamadar high-
lighted that during Guttedar’s 
tenure, several members of the 
Koli community were appoint-
ed to key positions. He cited 
examples including Jyoti Ja-
madar and Rukkini Jamadar .
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
OFFICE OF CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, TALUK GENERAL HOSPITAL GUNDLUPETE

GUNDLUPETE TALUK, CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT

It is intended to obtain manpower services through outsourcing for 24 Group D, 01 
Laboratory Technician, 01 Data Entry Operator and 04 Sweepers/Gardeners posts 
for the period 2026-27 from the date of work order to 31.03.2027 for the Taluk  
General Hospital & Mother and Child Hospital Gundlupet, Chamarajanagara district. 
Tenders are invited through e-procurement portal in two-cover system from  
Karnataka Public Service providers register under the Karnataka Transparency in Public  
Procurements Act 1999 and Rules 2000. The tender details are as follows:

(e-Procurement Portal – kpp.karnataka.gov.in)

A. Estimated Value of Tender Service: Rs. 62,99,434/- (Sixty Two Lakh Ninety Nine 
Thousand Four Hundred and Thirty Four Rupees only)
Rs. 1,25,989/- (One Lakh Twenty Five Thousand Nine 
Hundred Eighty Nine Rupees only)

PH.NO: 08229-222205
NO/TH/GPET/OUTSOURCE/01/2026-27 DATE: 08.04.2026

E-MAIL: tlhgundlupet@gmail.com

B. E.M.D Amount Payable by Tender @ 2%:

Tender Upload Start Date:
Tender Upload End Date:
Technical Bid Opening Date:
Financial Bid Opening Date:
Address of Authority Inviting Tender:

13.04.2026
27.04.2026 (Evening 4.00 PM)
29.04.2026 (Morning 11:00 AM)
06.05.2026 (Morning 11:00 AM)
Taluk General Hospital Gundlupet, Chamarajanagara 
District – 571111  
Email: tlhgundlupet@gmail.com 
Phone: 08229-222205

Tender Reference No. & Date: No: TH/GPET/OUTSOURCE/01/2026-27
Date: 08.04.2026

Further details can be obtained by visiting this office during working days.

No: DHO/CHAMARAJANAGARA/47: 2026-27
Sd/-

Administrative Medical Officer
Taluk General Hospital Gundlupet

TENDER NOTIFICATION
JOB NO   97/83   10 X 2

Unitwar Short-Term Tender is invited in two cover system
through e-procurement portal from interested Forest
Contractors having experience for implementation of
Advance works towards formation of plantation and
maintenance and maintenance of saplings under CAMPA
Scheme 1 Indent (Call-2) of Approx. total Rs. 5.96 lakhs and
14 works (Call-2) under NBM Scheme of Approx. total Rs.
62.20 lakhs in various places in the limits of various forest
zones of Sagar Division for the year 2026-27. Last date for
submission of Tender is fixed as: 23.04.2026 up to 5.20 PM.
Complete details of works and places are explained in the e-
Procurement Portal. For further information this office can
be contacted and details regarding the Tender can be obtain
ed from the official website http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Assistant Conservator of Forests,
Hosanagara Sub Division, Hosanagara.

Government of Karnataka - Karnataka Forest Department
Assistant Conservator of Forests,

 Hosanagara Sub Division, Hosanagara.
District: Shivamogga,   Taluk: Hosanagara,

e-Mail ID: acfhnr@gmail.com
No: ACF/HNR/CAMPA& NBM/CR-1/26-27/5  Date: 16.04.2026

DIPR/smg/ksmca/26-27/90/04/97

Detailed e-Tender Notice.
(e-Tender Notice Through e-Procurement Portal)

No.  Date: 16.04.2026DGM-1/BSWML/Tend-1/2026-27                                                                         

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)- Call-3 (Through GOK KPPP only)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the 
Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites tenders from Waste pickers/ Self Help Groups/ Non-
Government Organisations/C&T Contractors for the operation and maintenance of Dry Waste 
Collection Centres for a period of 5 years. The interested tenderers may submit tenders through 
KPP portal of the Government of Karnataka viz. https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. The tenderers 
are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in the bid document. For other 
details refer bid document.

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, 1st Floor, Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru-560052.

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Calendar of Events: (1) Last date to upload pre-bid queries: 21.04.2026 upto 17.30 Hrs. in KPP 
Portal. (2) Pre bid meeting: 22.04.2026 at 12.00 Hrs at the office of CE & CGM (Tech), BSWML, 
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanthnagar, Bangalore. (3) Last date for submission of the bids: 27.04.2026 
upto 16.00 Hrs.  (4) Date of opening of bid on : 28.04.2026 at 16.30 Hrs.

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML.DIPR/CP/225/SSC/2026-27

Dvg: 78  Siz : 12x2

Government of Karnataka           Zilla Panchayath, Chitradurga

Panchayath Raj Engineering Division,
Chitradurga-577501

No:EE/PRED/CTA/TEND/TECH//2025-26/113 Date:17.04.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
Executive Engineer, Pachayath Raj Engineering Division,
chitradurga has invites works tender under Standard tender
document under various head of account grant for 12 works
(Indent No: 25893,25080, 25081, 25289, 25113, 25768, 25662,
25663, 25814, 26000/call2, 25695, 25967) for the Estimated
Cost Minimum Rs.10.00 lakhs Maximum 200.00 lakhs Total
Rs:1340.00 Lakhs. Further information obtained from the of-
fice during the office hours or any quarries contact
(support@eprochelpdesk.com) or KPPP Helpdesk Phone No:
tel: 09240214000, or 09240214000 this office Telephone no.
08194-222372 at office of the Executive Engineer, P.R.E.
Division,Chitradurga as dates below:-
 (1) Pre Bid meeting date and time Date : 27.04.2026 gÀ :

¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ:11.00  (2) Last Date for information any quarries Date :
29.04.2026 gÀ : ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: 11.00 (3) Last Date for Submitting the
tender Date : 30.04.2026gÀ : ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: 16.00 (4) Last Date of
Opening the Technical Bid Date : 02.05.2026gÀ : ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: 16.01
(5) Last Date of Opening the Financial Bid Date : 03.05.2026gÀ :
¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: 16.02
 Further any quarries for tender contact (support@
eprochelpdesk.com) or KPPP Helpdesk Phone No: tel:
09240214000, or 09240214000 or this Phone no.08194-222372
or Executive Engineer, P.R.E.Division, Chitradurga in office hours.
RO.No.44:DIPR/CTA/

KSMCA/2026-27
Sd/- Executive Engineer

P.R.E. Division, Chitradurga

Email : zped.cta@gmail.com  Office phone no: 08194-222372

GOVT OF KARNATAKA
KALYAN KARNATAKA REGION DEVELOPMENT BOARD,

KALABURAGI
Opp Aiwan-e-Shahi, PDA ENGINEERING COLLEGE ROAD, KALABURAGI - 585102

No. KKRDB/ACC/AS-2/33/2025-26/504 Date:17.04.2026

KKRDB invites Quotes for Interest rates from the eligible Regional /Zonal/Head office of
Nationalized Public sector Banks/Regional Rural Banks/Private Scheduled Commercial Banks
in India for investment of surplus fund by way of Fixed deposit for 365 days as per the
Government of Karnataka Circular No.FD 91 TAR 2022, Bangalore, Dated :02.07.2022 and
with relevant addendums/Circulars.

Approximate available surpluses fund as on date is Rs.20.00 crores
1) Interested bidders can access documents from www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in from Date:
17.04.2026 onwards by paying an application fee as per e-Procurement Portal. No individual
Bank branch shall participate in e-Auction.
2) Corrigendum / Addendum/Modifications /Corrections, if any will be published in Website
e-procurements Portal only.

Schedule of Various Events for Tender (e-Auction) is as below:

Sd/- Deputy Secretary
KKRDB, KalaburagiDIPR/Kalaburagi/44/Deshpande Publicity/2026-27

INVESTMENT OF KKRDB SURPLUS FUND THROUGH
e-AUCTION AT e-PORTAL OF GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

Sr.No. Particulars: 1) Date of publishing the RFP Document :17.04.2026, 2) Last Date and
Time for Submitting queries : 23.04.2026 up to 01.30 pm, 3) Date and Time of Pre-Auction
Meeting : 24.04.2026 at 10.30 am, 4) Last date and time for submission of Participation :
02.05.2026 up to 05.00 pm, 5) Date and time of Evaluation : 04.05.2026 at 10.30 am, 6) Live
E-Auction/E-Bidding : 08.05.2026 from 10.30 am to 01.30 pm, 7) Delta Time : 15 Minutes

ASSAM BEGINS ARGUMENTS 
IN ZUBEEN GARG CASE

Government starts detailed legal submissions in ongoing hearing process
GUWAHATI

Advocate General Devajit 
Saikia on Friday formally 
opened the Assam govern-
ment's side of arguments 
during the charge framing 
hearing in the ongoing 
Zubeen Garg death case be-
fore a special fast-track court 
in Guwahati. The proceed-
ings, which have already con-
tinued for around fifteen days, 
are focused on determining 
whether sufficient material 
exists to frame charges and 
proceed to a full trial.

Saikia stated that the gov-
ernment side will require ap-
proximately six to seven days 
to complete its submissions, 
as the legal team intends to 
ensure that no loopholes re-

main in their presentation be-
fore the court. He emphasized 
that the arguments are being 
carefully structured and will 
be carried forward collective-
ly by the prosecution team 
representing the state.

Speaking to reporters after 
his appearance before the 
court, Saikia said that he had 
initiated the arguments on be-
half of the Assam government 
and confirmed that the pro-
cess would continue in the 
coming days. His remarks 
highlighted the procedural 
stage of the hearing, which is 
a crucial step in criminal pro-
ceedings where the court 
evaluates the strength of the 
prosecution’s case before de-
ciding whether to formally 
frame charges against the ac-

cused.
The special fast-track court 

has been hearing detailed sub-
missions from both sides as 
part of this pre-trial process. 
Legal experts note that charge 
framing hearings are signifi-
cant because they determine 
the direction of a case, ensur-
ing that only matters with suf-

ficient legal basis proceed 
further in the judicial system.

In this instance, the govern-
ment’s legal representatives 
are focusing on presenting a 
comprehensive argument to 
support the continuation of 
the case. The extended dura-
tion of submissions reflects 
the complexity and serious-
ness with which both sides 
are approaching the matter.

Saikia reiterated that the 
state’s legal team is commit-
ted to completing its argu-
ments without leaving gaps 
that could be exploited later 
in the proceedings. The hear-
ing is expected to continue in 
the coming days as both pros-
ecution and defense advance 
their respective positions be-
fore the court.

AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat High Court on Fri-
day dismissed an appeal filed 
by the Asaram Ashram Trust in 
a long-standing land dispute in 
the Motera area of Ahmedabad, 
paving the way for the state 
government to take possession 
of more than 45,000 square 
metres of valuable land. The 
ruling upheld earlier orders di-
recting the resumption of the 
land after finding serious viola-
tions of the original allotment 
conditions.

A division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Sunita Agar-
wal and Justice D. N. Ray 
confirmed a previous judg-
ment of a single judge, which 
had already upheld the 
Ahmedabad Collector’s deci-
sion to reclaim the land on the 
grounds of encroachment and 
breach of allotment terms. 
The court observed that the 
trust had repeatedly violated 
conditions attached to the 
original grant and ruled that 
there was no scope for regu-
larising the illegal occupation.

The land was originally al-
lotted several decades ago for 
limited religious use, covering 
approximately 33,980 square 
metres. However, government 
authorities submitted that the 
trust expanded its occupation 
to nearly 50,000 square metres 
over time. To support its 

claims, the state relied on GPS-
based measurements and satel-
lite imagery, which indicated 
that the encroachment extend-
ed onto adjoining government 
land as well as portions of the 
Sabarmati riverbed.

In its observations, the 
bench stated that the petition-
er had engaged in persistent 
violations and clearly held 
that no equitable relief could 
be granted in such circum-
stances. The court also em-
phasized that riverbed land 
cannot be regularised under 
any legal framework, rein-
forcing the protected status of 
such public land.

Government pleader G. H. 
Virk, appearing for the state, 
informed the court that the 
reclamation process had fol-
lowed due procedure, includ-
ing multiple notices, inspec-
tions, and more than twenty 
hearings. He further argued 

that applications submitted by 
the trust seeking regularisa-
tion effectively amounted to 
an admission of unlawful oc-
cupation. He also indicated 
that fresh proceedings under 
Section 202 of the Land Rev-
enue Code would be initiated, 
accompanied by a new notice 
for eviction and possession 
recovery.

The trust had requested a 
four-week stay on the order to 
approach the Supreme Court. 
However, the bench noted 
that any interim relief would 
require a formal undertaking 
to vacate the land, which was 
not granted. The court there-
fore refused to stay its order 
after the state assured further 
statutory action to secure pos-
session.

The disputed land lies adja-
cent to the Narendra Modi 
Stadium and the Sardar Patel 
Sports Complex, an area ear-
marked for major sports infra-
structure development. Au-
thorities have linked the site 
to broader urban planning 
initiatives, including prepara-
tions connected to a potential 
2030 Commonwealth Games 
bid and long-term Olympic 
infrastructure goals. With the 
appeal dismissed, the state 
government is expected to 
proceed with reclaiming the 
land in accordance with legal 
procedures.

Gujarat High Court 
Rejects Ashram Appeal

Court clears 
government to reclaim 

prime Motera land 
dispute

Man arrested 
in Ahmedabad 
for threatening 

Bihar CM
AHMEDABAD

Police in Ahmedabad 
district of Gujarat 
have arrested a man 
for allegedly issuing 
death threats to Sam-
rat Choudhary, a day 
before he was sworn 
in as the Chief Minis-
ter of Bihar, officials 
said on Friday. The 
accused has been 
identified as Shekhar 
Yadav (32), a resident 
of Sanand taluka in 
Ahmedabad and orig-
inally from Banka 
district in Bihar. He 
was  a r res ted  on 
Thursday in connec-
tion with the case. 
According to Ahmed-
abad Rural Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) 
Om Prakash Jat, the 
accused allegedly 
called Samrat Choud-
hary’s office last 
Tuesday, a day before 
the oath-taking cere-
mony, and issued 
death threats. Police 
are investigating the 
matter further. Police 
said further legal pro-
ceedings are under-
way and security ar-
rangements are being 
reviewed by officials.

RAHUL ATTACKS CENTRE OVER 
WOMEN’S RESERVATION BILL 

AND DELIMITATION CONCERNS
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi on Fri-
day, during a debate on three bills, accused the Centre 
of pushing its political agenda under the guise of the 
women’s reservation legislation, calling it a façade un-
related to women’s empowerment. He said the existing 
2023 Women’s Reservation Bill should be brought back 
and the opposition would support it. Gandhi alleged that 
the government was using the quota issue to sideline 
demands for a caste census and weaken representation 
of OBCs and marginalised communities. He further 
claimed that delimitation could reduce southern states’ 
representation and accused the BJP of reshaping the 
electoral map to retain power, citing changes already 
seen in Assam and Jammu and Kashmir. Calling the 
move an “anti-national act”, he urged equitable repre-
sentation for Dalits and OBCs across institutions includ-
ing bureaucracy, judiciary, and corporate India.

India steps up action against Golden Crescent drug smuggling networks
NEW DELHI

Indian security agencies are 
focusing heavily on narcotics 
smuggling networks originat-
ing from the Golden Crescent 
region of Pakistan-Afghani-
stan, officials said. Intelligence 
inputs indicate a significant rise 

in drug trafficking from the re-
gion, which is believed to ac-
count for around 65 per cent of 
narcotics entering India, while 
the rest comes via the Golden 
Triangle covering Myanmar, 
Laos and Thailand. Officials 
said Pakistan-based networks 
are increasingly pushing drugs 

into southern states like Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu, with further 
movement towards Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, and neighbouring 
countries including Maldives 
and Sri Lanka. A high-level 
meeting between the Narcotics 
Control Bureau, NTRO and 
Indian Navy has decided to in-

tensify surveillance of sea 
routes and container shipments. 
Authorities are also coordinat-
ing with international agencies. 
Officials added that a national 
roadmap has been prepared to 
make India drug-free through 
sustained, multi-agency action 
and tighter enforcement.

Pradhan Accuses Patnaik of Misleading 
Odisha Over Delimitation Bill Debate

BHUBANESWAR 

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
on Friday accused Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD) president and former Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik of attempting 
to mislead and create fear among 
the people of Odisha amid the 
ongoing debate over the pro-
posed delimitation legislation. 
The sharp exchange has intensi-
fied political tensions in the 
state, with both sides trading strong 
remarks over the interpretation and im-
plications of the proposal.

According to Pradhan, Patnaik re-
cently wrote to all 31 Members of Par-
liament from Odisha, urging them to 
unite in opposing what he termed a 
threat to the state’s political and eco-
nomic interests. In his letter, Patnaik 
reportedly expressed concern that the 

proposed changes could weaken Odi-
sha’s voice in national decision-mak-
ing and impact its developmental pri-
orities.

The controversy revolves around 
discussions on the 131st Consti-

tutional Amendment Bill, 
linked to the broader process 
of delimitation. Delimitation 
involves redrawing electoral 
constituency boundaries based 

on population changes, poten-
tially affecting the distribution of 

parliamentary seats.
Rejecting Patnaik’s claims, Pradhan 

described them as politically motivat-
ed and labelled the letter as fear-mon-
gering. He asserted that the concerns 
raised were baseless and could unnec-
essarily alarm citizens while distorting 
facts about the legislative process and 
its intended purpose.
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Three Himachal Professors Dismissed 
After Harassment Inquiry Findings

PROFESSORS MISCONDUCT DISMISSAL

QUICK READ
TCS Nashik Case: Probe 

Points to Organised 
Harassment Module

CM Dhami conducts 
surprise inspection after 

CM Helpline complaint

Kolkata
Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis on 

Friday said preliminary 
findings in the Nashik TCS 
case indicate that allega-

tions of sexual harass-
ment and religious coer-
cion are “extremely seri-
ous” and part of an or-
ganised module rather 
than isolated incidents. 
Speaking during his visit 

to Kolkata, Fadnavis not-
ed that Tata Consultancy 
Services has taken a pro-
active role, cooperating 
fully with investigators 

and refusing to shield the 
accused. Multiple FIRs 

filed by female employ-
ees detail harassment, 

stalking, and mental tor-
ture between 2022 and 
March 2026. He added 
that central agencies 

have been alerted and 
may assist if required. Po-

lice are analysing CCTV 
footage and digital re-

cords, while a Special In-
vestigation Team probes 
the organised nature of 

the case. Several ac-
cused, including senior 
staff and an HR official, 

have been arrested.

Dehradun
Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 

on Friday conducted a 
surprise on-site inspec-

tion in Jakhan area of Ra-
jpur Road after a com-

plaint on the CM Helpline 
regarding damaged infra-
structure. The complaint, 

filed by local resident 
Vivek Madan, alleged that 

a footpath was dug up 
during underground ca-
bling work by the Uttar 

Pradesh Power Corpora-
tion Limited and was not 
properly restored, leaving 
uneven tiles and unsafe 
conditions for pedestri-

ans. Instead of reviewing 
the matter in office, the 

Chief Minister visited the 
site, walked along the 
stretch with the com-

plainant, and assessed 
the damage. He also 

made a video call to con-
cerned officials, express-

ing displeasure over negli-
gence and poor coordina-
tion. Dhami directed offi-
cials to ensure timely res-

toration and warned 
against repeated digging 

and wastage of public 
funds. 

Place :  Davangere, Karnataka
Date : 18.04.2026

DEMAND NOTICE

ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi, 

Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization And Reconstruction Of Financial 
Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, read with Rule 3(1) of the 
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. The undersigned is the authorized 
officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL).Under Securitisation 
And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest 
Act 2002 (The said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) 
of the said Act read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 
2002, the authorized officer has issued demand notices under 13(2) of the said 
Act, calling upon the borrower(s) [The “said borrower(s)”], to repay the amounts 
mentioned in the respective demand notice(s) issued to them that are also given 
below. In connection with above, notice is hereby given, once again, to the said 
borrower(s) to pay to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL), within 
sixty days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein 
below, together with further interest as detailed in the said demand notice(s), 
from the date(s) mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, 
payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, 
executed by the said borrower(s). As Security for due repayment of the loan, 
the following assets have been mortgaged to Altum Credo Home Finance 
Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL) by the said borrower(s) respectively.

Sd/-
Authorized Officer

Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. C K Veeresha (Applicant), 2. H Pavithra (Co-Applicant), 

LAN: CUS030564 & 1192040100103
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

09.03.2026 / Rs. 7,63,179/- (Rupees Seven Lakhs Sixty Three Thousand One 
Hundred Seventy Nine Only) as on 04.03.2026 (NPA) on 28.02.2026

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)
Property No. 76, E Swathu No. 151200601900100032 measuring 9.144 X 
13.716000000000001 Mts i.e 125.42 Sq Mts, Situated at Guddadalinganahalli Village, 
Devikere Gram panchayath Jagalur Tq Davangere Dist. East: Road, West: Vacant 
Property, North: Vacant Property, South: Land

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Suresha Naik B (Applicant), 2. Basyanayka H (Co-Applicant), 

LAN: CUST0022742 & S119202000164
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

09.03.2026 / Rs. 9,50,936/- (Rupees Nine Lakhs Fifty Thousand Nine Hundred 
Thirty Six Only) as on 04.03.2026 (NPA) on 28.02.2026

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)
All that pie of honnalli Taluk Davangere District and parcel of land and building (if any) 
measuring an extent of 85.28 sq. mtr. Comprised in property no (5) 209/177 bearing 
PID No-151200500300400095, East: Property of Pomya Naik, West: Propert of Krishna 
Naik, North: Gram Panchayat Road, South: Gram Panchayat Road.

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Vishwanatha G S (Applicant), 2. Sarojamma N (Co-Applicant), 

3. Sudeep G S (Co-Applicant) 4. Durugamma (Co-Applicant) 
LAN: CUS036004 & S119209000021 & 1192020100280

Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date
17.02.2026 / Rs. 14,48,545/- (Rupees Fourteen Lakhs Forty Eight Thousand Five 

Hundred Forty Five Only) as on 10.02.2026 (NPA) on 29.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

E swathu No. 151200300700120677, Property No. 704 Kokkanur Village, Kokkanur 
Gram Panchayat, Harihar Taluk, Davangree District - 577530., East: Property of 
Murtheppanavar, West: Road, North: Road, South: Conservancy passage

TENDER NOTIFICATION

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Bengaluru Division, 

2nd Floor, PWD Annexure Building, K.R. Circle, 
Bengaluru-01, Phone: 080-22133370

No. 02/2026-27 Date:17.04.2026

Item-rate tenders, for the work in PWD, Devanahalli Sub-
Division under this office noted below, are invited by 
the undersigned on behalf of the Governor of Karnataka 
in accordance with Karnataka Transparency in Public 
Procurement Rules 2000 and as per Standard Tender 
Documents for procurement of works from the contractors 
registered in K.P.W.D. as per KPPP. Tender Notification 
is Published for 01 work (Rs.79.90 Lakhs) Details of 
the tender works can be obtained from the above Office 
during office hours on working days. EMD & Tender 
processing fees are mentioned in KPP Portal http:// 
kppp.karnataka.gov.in
(1) Tenders must be submitted online through KPP Portal 
on or before 4.00 P.M. on: 02.05.2026 (2) The opening of 
tenders through KPP Portal on: 04.05.2026 at 4.30 P.M. or 
further date and time will be intimated.  
For more details contact this office.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/DD-C.P/229/KSMCA/2026-27

TOP LEADERS SET TO VOTE IN GUJARAT POLLS
High-profile participation expected in major local elections across Gujarat state

AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah are expected 
to visit Ahmedabad on April 
26 to cast their votes in the 
upcoming local self-govern-
ment elections in Gujarat, sig-
nalling the significance of the 
electoral exercise.

According to official sourc-
es, the Prime Minister is like-
ly to vote at a polling booth 
set up at Nishan School in the 
Ranip area of the city. Mean-
while, Amit Shah is expected 
to cast his vote at a separate 
polling station within Ahmed-

abad. Their participation 
highlights the importance at-
tached to this round of elec-
tions, which is among the 
largest local electoral events 
held in the state in recent 
years.

The elections will span 
multiple tiers of governance, 
including municipal corpora-
tions, municipalities, and pan-
chayati raj institutions. For-
mer Chief Minister and cur-
rent Uttar Pradesh Governor 
Anandiben Patel is expected 
to vote from the Thaltej area 
of Ahmedabad, while Madhya 
Pradesh Governor Mangubhai 
Patel is likely to cast his vote 

in Navsari.
Polling across Gujarat is 

scheduled to take place from 
7 A.M. to 6 P.M., with Elec-
tronic Voting Machines being 

used at nearly 50,000 polling 
stations. The counting of 
votes is set for April 28. The 
elections will cover 15 munic-
ipal corporations, 84 munici-

palities, 34 district pancha-
yats, and 260 taluka pancha-
yats, with over 10,000 seats at 
stake.

Authorities estimate that 
more than 4.19 crore voters 
will participate in this exten-
sive democratic exercise. The 
electoral contest is expected 
to be competitive, with major 
political parties such as the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, Con-
gress, Aam Aadmi Party, and 
several independent candi-
dates fielding contenders 
across constituencies.

More than 20,000 candi-
dates remain in the fray fol-
lowing withdrawals, although 

a number of candidates have 
already secured victory unop-
posed. This election cycle is 
particularly significant as it 
marks the first implementa-
tion of a 27 percent reserva-
tion for Other Backward 
Classes, in addition to exist-
ing quotas for Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and 
women. These changes are 
expected to influence the 
structure of local governance 
bodies. As polling day ap-
proaches, campaigning has 
intensified across the state, 
with political parties refining 
their outreach strategies to 
connect with voters.

Hakim Slams BJP over Political Narrative Shift
KOLKATA

West Bengal Minister and 
Kolkata Mayor Firhad Hakim 
on Friday launched a strong 
attack on the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), alleging that 
electoral politics in India has 
shifted away from ideological 
debates toward misinforma-
tion, social media manipula-
tion, and pressure from inves-
tigative agencies. At the same 
time, he defended his party’s 
governance record and devel-
opment initiatives.

Hakim said that in earlier 
years, elections—particularly 
during the rule of the Left 
Front—were fought as clear 
political contests. However, 
he claimed that the nature of 
competition has changed sig-
nificantly in recent times. Ac-
cording to him, battles against 
the BJP are no longer purely 
political but are influenced by 
misleading online content and 
personal attacks.

Taking a sharp swipe at the 
BJP, Hakim asserted that the 

party would not come to pow-
er in West Bengal. He also 
raised concerns over alleged 
incidents related to food 
choices in BJP-ruled states, 
claiming that certain ideolo-
gies discourage non-vegetari-
an practices. He challenged 
BJP leaders to share a meal 
with him, questioning wheth-
er they would accept diverse 
food habits.

Hakim further accused the 
BJP of attempting to polarize 
voters using religious narra-
tives. Referring to controver-
sies involving former legisla-
tor Humayun Kabir, he said 
his party had taken disci-
plinary action, emphasizing 

that the issue was about polit-
ical conduct rather than reli-
gion. He rejected accusations 
that his party engages in ap-
peasement, instead highlight-
ing its focus on social welfare 
and upliftment.

On constitutional values, 
Hakim stressed that rights are 
granted by the Constitution 
and cannot be taken away ar-
bitrarily. He argued that secu-
larism goes beyond minori-
ty-majority divides and 
warned that politicizing reli-
gion undermines democratic 
principles.

Criticizing the approach of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on reforms such as the 
Uniform Civil Code, Hakim 
said that major legal changes 

require consultation and par-
liamentary process, not unilat-
eral decisions.

He also addressed language 
politics, stating that Urdu is 
an Indian language and 
should not be associated with 
any single religion. On gover-
nance, he highlighted infra-
structure growth, welfare 
schemes, and job creation un-
der the Trinamool Congress 
government.

Responding to allegations 
of electoral malpractice, 
Hakim insisted that his party 
relies on public support rather 
than coercion. He also ques-
tioned the Centre’s handling 
of border security, indirectly 
targeting Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah over concerns 
about illegal infiltration.

Expressing confidence in 
the party’s future, Hakim said 
that voters would ultimately 
judge based on development 
work rather than propaganda, 
urging that elections remain 
focused on governance and 
constitutional values.

Mayor accuses BJP of  
misinformation, 

polarization, and 
defends governance 

and development 
record strongly

SHIMLA

The Himachal Pradesh Education 
Department has dismissed three 
assistant professors from service 
after a departmental inquiry found 
them guilty of sexually harassing 
female students, officials con-
firmed. The action follows a thor-
ough investigation that established 
serious misconduct and abuse of 
authority by the accused.

The dismissed teachers have 
been identified as Virender Shar-
ma, an Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics; Anil Kumar, an As-
sistant Professor of Chemistry at 
Siddharth Government College in 
Hamirpur; and Pawan Kumar, a 
Professor of Dance specializing in 
Kathak at Jawaharlal Nehru Gov-
ernment College of Fine Arts in 
Shimla.

The dismissal order, issued on 
April 16 by Education Secretary 
Rakesh Kanwar, stated that the 
charges of grave moral miscon-
duct and professional violations 
against the accused had been sub-
stantiated. It emphasized that the 
relationship between teachers and 
students is rooted in trust, dignity, 
and the assurance of a safe and 
respectful academic environment. 
Acts of such nature, the order not-
ed, undermine this foundation, 
weaken institutional discipline, 

and erode public confidence in the 
education system.

Officials said that the explana-
tions submitted by the accused 
during the inquiry process failed 
to counter the evidence presented 
and did not reduce the seriousness 
of the misconduct established.

The investigation revealed that 
Virender Sharma, who was posted 
at Rajiv Gandhi Government De-
gree College in Chaura Maidan at 
the time, behaved inappropriately 
with a second-year science student 
on December 1, 2021. He alleged-
ly attempted to establish personal 
contact with the student and sum-
moned her to his residence, where 
he tried to assault her. The student 
resisted and managed to escape 
safely.

In another case, Anil Kumar, 
posted at Siddharth Government 
College in Nadaun, was found 
guilty of molesting and harassing 
a first-year science student during 
a chemistry practical class on No-

vember 14, 2024. The inquiry 
found that he repeatedly touched 
the student inappropriately and 
later absconded in an attempt to 
evade the investigation.

In the third case, Pawan Kumar 
was found to have misused his of-
ficial position by summoning fe-
male students to his residence late 
at night for dance practice and 
forcing some to stay overnight. On 
January 22, 2024, he allegedly at-
tempted to molest a student and 
later tried to cover up the incident. 
The investigation also revealed 
that his wife attempted to pressure 
the complainant’s family.

Additional allegations against 
him, including unauthorized visits 
with students, arbitrary grading 
practices, and failure to maintain 
proper attendance records, were 
also proven during the inquiry.

Officials confirmed that all 
three professors have been dis-
missed from service with immedi-
ate effect.

Crime Branch arrests two in South Delhi 
MDMA trafficking operation

Delhi Police Bust MDMA 
Supply Network

NEW DELHI

Police in New Delhi have dis-
mantled an organised MDMA 
supply module operating in 
South Delhi following a tar-
geted operation conducted by 
the Crime Branch. Two indi-
viduals were arrested and a 
commercial quantity of nar-
cotics was seized, officials 
said. The recovery included 
19.15 grams of MDMA con-
sisting of 29 Ecstasy tablets 
and crystalline substances, 
indicating an active distribu-
tion chain.

According to police offi-
cials, the operation was exe-
cuted on the intervening night 
of April 12 and 13 in the Har-
govind Enclave area of Ch-
hattarpur. A taxi was inter-
cepted during the raid, lead-
ing to the arrest of Deepak 
Kumar, aged 37, a resident of 
Govindpuri in Kalkaji. Search 
of the vehicle resulted in the 
recovery of 25 Ecstasy pills 
and 14.95 grams of MDMA 
crystals, confirming posses-
sion of a commercial quantity.

During interrogation and 
technical analysis, Deepak 
Kumar disclosed that he was 
working as a carrier for a 
larger supplier network. Act-
ing on this input, the Crime 
Branch quickly identified and 
apprehended Md Farhan alias 
Sunny, aged 33, a resident of 
Pariyavaran Complex in Sa-
ket, before he could evade 
arrest.

Investigators stated that 
both accused operated in a 
highly secretive manner, fre-
quently changing mobile 
phones, SIM cards, and loca-
tions to avoid detection. Far-
han allegedly ran a deliv-
ery-based drug distribution 

system, using his personal 
vehicle as a cab during the 
day and for narcotics delivery 
at night, concealing drugs in 
packaged food items to evade 
suspicion.

It was further revealed that 
he was sourcing MDMA from 
a foreign national who has 
been identified, and efforts 
are underway to trace and ar-
rest the individual involved. 
During a search of Farhan’s 
rented accommodation in Sa-
ket, an additional 4.2 grams 
of MDMA were recovered, 
bringing the total seizure to 
19.15 grams, along with mo-
bile phones and a vehicle 
used for coordination.

A case has been registered 
under relevant sections of the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Act at the 
Crime Branch police station. 
Officials said further investi-
gation is underway to uncover 
the wider network, financial 
transactions, and additional 
members involved in the traf-
ficking operation, with more 
arrests expected in the coming 
days. Police also noted that 
Deepak Kumar had prior in-
volvement in a robbery case 
registered at Kalkaji police 
station and had entered the 
drug trade due to financial 
difficulties.

ED CONDUCTS FRESH SEARCHES IN MONEY 
LAUNDERING PROBE LINKED TO ASHOK KHARAT

NASHIK

A fresh round of search oper-
ations was carried out on Fri-
day by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in connection with a 
money laundering investiga-
tion involving self-styled god-
man Ashok Kharat. The case 
also includes serious allega-
tions of sexual exploitation 
and financial fraud carried out 
under the guise of spiritual 
activities.

Officials stated that the 
latest searches targeted com-
mercial premises linked to 
Kharat, including the Oaks 
Property Office located in 
the Canada Corner area of 
Nashik. The location, identi-
fied as Canada Corner, has 

been under scrutiny since 
earlier enforcement actions 
in the case.

According to agency sourc-
es, the premises had already 
been sealed on March 26 fol-
lowing extensive raids con-
ducted by a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT). The SIT had 
previously uncovered signifi-
cant material believed to be 
relevant to ongoing investiga-
tions, prompting further coor-
dinated action between the 
enforcement agency and local 
authorities.

The Enforcement Director-
ate official confirmed that the 
searches are part of an ongo-
ing probe into suspected fi-
nancial irregularities, includ-
ing alleged benami property 

transactions, undisclosed as-
sets, and complex financial 
arrangements linked to Kharat 
and his associates. Officials 
added that access to the sealed 
premises was secured in coor-
dination with the SIT to con-
tinue evidence collection.

Earlier investigations had 
resulted in the seizure of mul-
tiple incriminating docu-
ments. Authorities reportedly 
recovered two sacks filled 
with papers related to proper-
ty dealings, land transactions, 
and financial records. These 
documents included details of 
more than fifty-two land en-
tries, suspected benami hold-
ings, cheque books, receipts, 
and financial registers that 
may indicate large-scale irreg-

ular transactions.
Electronic devices were 

also seized during earlier op-
erations, including computers, 
hard drives, and pen drives. 
These digital materials are 
now being analyzed to trace 
financial flows and identify 
potential links between indi-
viduals connected to the al-
leged network.

In previous enforcement 
actions, officials had also 
seized cash amounting to for-
ty-two lakh rupees and fro-
zen assets valued at approxi-
mately two crore forty lakh 
rupees. These steps were tak-
en as part of efforts to pre-
vent the suspected dissipa-
tion of proceeds of crime 
during the investigation.
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Budget shortfall halts free cancer care in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD

A critical funding crisis in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
brought free cancer treat-
ment  to  a  s tandst i l l  a t  
three major medical institu-
tions. Over 1,000 registered 
patients are currently strand-
ed  wi thout  l i fe - sav ing  
medication as hospitals in 
Peshawar and Abbottabad 
exhaust their remaining 
stocks.

The situation stems from a 
significant gap in govern-
ment funding. While the free 
treatment program requires 

PKR 1,500 million for the 
2025-26 period, only PKR 
820 million has been re-
leased so far, leaving a defi-
cit of PKR 680 million.

“Stopping these medica-
tions is a death sentence for 

many,” warn local oncolo-
gists. Because these special-
ized drugs are prohibitively 
expensive on the open mar-
ket, poor patients have no 
alternative way to continue 
their treatment.

Beyond cancer care, the 
general public is facing a 
massive surge in medicine 
costs at major hubs like 
Rawalpindi’s Bohor Ba-
zaar. Prices for essential 
life-saving drugs have 

jumped by 50% to 500%.
• Insulin devices:  In-

creased from PKR 2,200 to 
PKR 4,720.

• Thyroid medicine: Spiked 
from PKR 85 to PKR 290.

• Common antibiotics: 
Prices have risen by roughly 
15-20% across the board.

Health Secretary Shahid-
ullah Khan stated he is ne-
gotiating with the Planning 
and Development Depart-
ment to move existing funds 
around, but until the cash is 
released, the province’s most 
vulnerable patients remain 
in limbo.

CANCER CARE CRISIS

Trump praises Taranjit Singh 
Sandhu on Delhi LG appointment
US President Donald Trump praised Delhi’s new Lieutenant Governor Taranjit 

Singh Sandhu, highlighting his commitment to India-US relations.
WASHINGTON

United States President Don-
ald Trump has offered high 
praise for Taranjit Singh 
Sandhu, the newly appointed 
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi. 
In a message shared by the 
US Embassy, Trump high-
lighted Sandhu’s "deep com-
mitment" to the partnership 
between India and the United 
States, marking a significant 
nod from Washington toward 
Delhi’s local leadership.

Writing on his Truth Social 

platform, Trump congratulated 
the former diplomat on his 
new role. He noted that as a 
seasoned official and former 
Indian Ambassador to the US, 
Sandhu’s experience would be 
vital in "leading Delhi’s prog-
ress." Trump expressed confi-

dence that the 63-year-old 
leader would continue to foster 
global connections while man-
aging the capital’s affairs.

Sandhu is widely respected 
for his time as India’s Am-
bassador in Washington from 
2020 to 2024. During those 
years, he was a key figure in 
deepening strategic bonds 
between the two nations. His 
career also includes import-
ant work at the United Na-
tions in New York, making 
him one of India’s most ex-
perienced voices in interna-

tional relations.
After a long career in the 

foreign service, Sandhu en-
tered politics and joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. Al-
though he did not win a seat in 
the 2024 elections, his appoint-
ment as Lieutenant Governor 
allows him to bring his "solu-
tion-oriented" style to the city’s 
governance. Sandhu has al-
ready called for political unity 
to help solve the daily chal-
lenges facing Delhi’s residents, 
promising a fresh start for the 
historic national capital.

Lee’s approval dips slightly 
amid economic concerns

President Lee Jae-
myung’s approval rating 
dipped to 66 percent as 

critics questioned 
welfare spending, while 

he shifts focus to 
securing vital energy 

trade routes with Europe.

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung’s approval rating 
has slipped for the first time 
in three weeks, falling slightly 
to 66 percent. While the drop 
is only one percentage point, 
a new Gallup Korea poll re-
leased highlights growing 
public debate over the na-
tion’s economic health and 
welfare spending.

Despite the minor dip, Lee 
maintains a strong lead. Sup-
porters praised his handling of 
the economy and his diplo-
matic efforts. However, 26 
percent of respondents now 
view his performance nega-
tively. These critics voiced 
concerns about the rising ex-
change rate and what some 
described as "excessive" wel-
fare policies. Meanwhile, sup-
port for the ruling Democratic 

Party remains steady at 48 
percent, its highest level since 
the administration began.

On the global stage, Presi-
dent Lee is turning his atten-

tion to international security. 
Later, he will join a high-level 
virtual meeting hosted by 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron and British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer. The 
talks focus on protecting the 
Strait of Hormuz, a vital ship-
ping route for South Korea’s 
energy supplies.

The President plans to de-
liver a message emphasizing 
the need for global solidarity 
to keep trade routes safe. Of-
ficials say the Strait is "vital 
to national interests," espe-
cially as tensions in the Mid-
dle East threaten global oil 
prices. Notably, the United 
States is not expected to at-
tend this specific gathering, 
placing a spotlight on South 
Korea’s cooperation with Eu-
ropean allies to secure safe 
passage through the crucial 
waterway.

Police probe violent stabbings 
across Southwest Sydney

Police are investigating multiple violent crimes across Australia, 
including a stabbing in Kingsgrove and targeted attacks in Melbourne.

SYDNEY

Police in New South Wales 
have launched a major inves-
tigation after a 44-year-old 
man was hospitalized follow-
ing a late-night stabbing in 
Kingsgrove. The attack oc-
curred when the victim 
stopped his vehicle and was 
approached by two unknown 
men. The assailants stabbed 
the man in the shoulder be-

fore fleeing the scene on mo-
torcycles. He is currently in 
stable condition.

This latest violence comes 
as authorities crack down on 
a string of recent weapon-re-

lated crimes. Police arrested a 
15-year-old boy in connection 
with a separate machete at-
tack that took place on a Syd-
ney light rail service. In that 
incident, a teenage victim was 
slashed in the arm while rid-
ing public transport. The ar-
rested teen now faces serious 
charges, including wounding 
with intent to cause grievous 
bodily harm, while officers 
continue to hunt for a second 
suspect.

The spike in knife crime 
has put the community on 
edge. Just two months ago, a 
similar random attack in west-
ern Sydney’s Merrylands sub-
urb left one person dead and 
two others fighting for their 
lives. In that case, a man re-
portedly stabbed multiple 
people on a busy main street 
in broad daylight before being 
captured by police nearby.

Local detectives are urging 
anyone with information or 
dashcam footage of the 
Kingsgrove motorcycle get-
away to come forward. As 
investigations into these sep-
arate incidents continue, 
NSW Police have increased 
patrols to reassure the public 
and curb the recent rise in 
suburban violence.

MELBOURNE ATTACKS SPARK POLICE 
ALERT ACROSS CITY

MELBOURNE: Police in Melbourne have warned 
residents to stay alert after a series of arson attacks 
and a drive by shooting targeted hospitality venues 

across the city. Authorities said five fires and one 
shooting have taken place, raising concern about 

public safety. Two incidents happened in the central 
business district, while others struck inner southern 
suburbs. Early Friday morning, a shot was fired from 
a moving vehicle at a city venue. No injuries were re-

ported. Police believe the cases may be linked and are 
investigating possible motives. In separate incidents, 
a man in Queensland was shot by police after a knife 
confrontation, while another shooting and robbery in 
New South Wales left one man injured. Investigators 

continue to patrol affected areas and increase security 
presence, asking businesses to review safety mea-
sures and report suspicious behavior immediately.
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India and Cyprus 
strengthen ties 

in Nicosia

India and China map future of SCO
INDIA

Senior officials from India 
and China met in the capital 
this week to bridge the gap on 
regional cooperation. The 
two-day bilateral consulta-
tions, held April 16–17, fo-
cused on turning the high-lev-
el decisions made by the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) leaders into re-
ality.

Ambassador Alok A. Dimri 
of India and Ambassador Yan 
Wenbin of China led their re-

spective teams. The primary 
goal was to strengthen ties 
within the ten-member group, 
which now includes heavy-
weights like Russia, Iran, and 
Belarus. In a rare show of 
unity, both delegations met 
with India’s Secretary (West), 
Sibi George, to review a wide 
range of shared interests.

The discussions moved be-
yond mere diplomacy, target-
ing four specific pillars for 
regional stability:

•  Security:  Tack l ing 
cross-border threats and re-

gional safety.
• Trade: Streamlining eco-

nomic exchanges between the 
member states.

• Connectivity: Building 
better transport links across 
Eurasia.

• People-to-People Ties: 
Enhancing cultural and edu-
cational exchanges.

This meeting comes at a 
symbolic time, as both na-
tions recently marked 76 
years of diplomatic relations. 
Chinese Ambassador Xu Fei-
hong noted that it is the "right 

choice" for the neighbors to 
partner together, famously 
referencing the "Dragon-Ele-
phant Tango."

With Kyrgyzstan now head-
ing the SCO under the theme 
of "Sustainable Peace," India 
and China have pledged to 
keep talking. While disagree-
ments often grab the head-
lines, this week in New Delhi 
was about finding the com-
mon ground necessary to lead 
the world’s largest regional 
organization into its next 
quarter-century.

Armed group strikes 
military camp and highway

QUETTA 

The Balochistan Liberation 
Front (BLF) has claimed re-
sponsibility for a series of vi-
olent attacks against military 
targets and infrastructure 
across the province. Accord-
ing to statements released, 
their fighters recently targeted 
a Pakistani military camp in 
the Jhao area and established 
a temporary blockade on a 
major highway.

The assault on the Kohadu 
camp reportedly began on 
April 12. A spokesperson for 
the group, Major Gwahram 
Baloch, stated that the opera-
tion started with a sniper 
strike on a guard before esca-
lating into a full-scale attack. 
Fighters allegedly used rocket 
launchers and automatic 
weapons to damage the facil-
ity. The group claims that sev-
eral military personnel were 
killed or injured during the 
confrontation, though these 
figures have not been inde-

pendently verified.
In a separate move on April 

14, the group blocked Nou-
rozabad Road in Kharan for 
several hours. During this 
time, they searched passing 
vehicles and issued a stern 
warning to local transporters. 
The BLF cautioned that any-
one providing logistical help 
or moving personnel for the 
military would be "directly 
targeted" in future operations.

This escalation follows a 
pattern of recent violence. In 
March,  the group also 
claimed credit for destroying 
telecommunications towers, 
alleging the equipment was 
used for surveillance. They 
also reported a rocket attack 
on a Frontier Corps post in 
the Kech district. The BLF 
maintains that these armed 
actions will persist as they 
continue their push for re-
gional independence. Local 
authorities remain on high 
alert as tensions in the prov-
ince continue to rise.

NICOSIA 

India and Cyprus have taken 
another significant step toward 
deeper friendship following a 
high-level meeting in Nicosia. 
India’s High Commissioner, 
Manish, met with the Cypriot 
Minister of Justice, Costas 
Fytiris, to discuss essential le-
gal and consular cooperation 
between the two nations. The 
talks covered a wide range of 
practical issues, including the 
exchange of prisoners, extradi-
tion processes, and criminal 
justice matters. Both officials 
focused on improving the lives 
of Indian nationals living in 
Cyprus by streamlining con-
sular services. This meeting 
serves as a foundation for the 
upcoming official visit of Cy-
priot President Nikos Christ-
odoulides to India, scheduled 
for May 2026. This diplomatic 
momentum follows Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
landmark visit to Cyprus last 
year. The two countries are 
currently working under a 
"Joint Action Plan" that spans 
from 2025 to 2029. This ambi-
tious roadmap aims to boost 
partnership in modern sectors 
like digital technology, renew-
able energy, and defense. Be-
yond politics, both sides ex-
pressed a strong desire to bring 
their people closer together 
through new academic and 
cultural exchange programs.

Civilians return 
home as 10-day 
ceasefire begins

BEIRUT 

A fragile 10-day ceasefire 
brokered by the United 
States officially began, 
sparking a massive wave of 
movement across Lebanon. 
Thousands of displaced ci-
vilians are currently clog-
ging highways, heading back 
to southern Lebanon and the 
suburbs of Beirut to check 
on homes they haven't seen 
in weeks.

The truce comes after 46 
days of intense conflict that 
has left cities like Nabatieh 
in ruins. Returning residents 
are being met with the sight 
of leveled neighborhoods, 
destroyed shops, and shat-
tered infrastructure. While 
the return reflects a deep 
sense of resilience, many 
families say they are only 
visiting to assess the damage 
and are not yet ready to stay 
permanently.

Safety remains a major 
concern. The Lebanese Army 
has issued an urgent warning 
on social media, advising 
citizens to avoid border vil-
lages and stay away from 
"hazardous areas" during the 
night. Officials cited the 
presence of unexploded 
bombs and reports of sporad-
ic agreement violations as 
ongoing risks to civilian life.

Europe offers to clear mines in Hormuz

Iran warns stability requires respect for sovereign rights
TEHRAN 

Iran’s top diplomat at the Unit-
ed Nations has warned that last-
ing peace in the Strait of Hor-
muz is impossible without full 
respect for Iranian sovereignty. 
Ambassador Amir-Saeid Ira-

vani issued the statement, fol-
lowing a massive U.S. naval 
blockade designed to pressure 
Tehran amid rising regional ten-
sions. Speaking from New 
York, Iravani argued that mari-
time safety in the Persian Gulf 
depends entirely on honoring 

the legal rights of coastal states. 
He labeled the U.S. military ac-
tions "unlawful" and a "flagrant 
breach" of the UN Charter. Ac-
cording to the envoy, obstruct-
ing traffic to Iranian ports not 
only violates Iran’s rights but 
also threatens international 

trade and the rights of third-par-
ty nations. The situation in the 
strategic waterway has reached 
a boiling point. U.S. Central 
Command confirmed that over 
10,000 personnel, a dozen war-
ships, and 100 aircraft are cur-
rently enforcing the blockade. 

While U.S. President Donald 
Trump praised the Navy’s effi-
ciency, stating that "no ship is 
even thinking about entering," 
military officials clarified the 
blockade specifically targets 
Iranian coastlines rather than 
closing the entire Strait.

PARIS 

France has announced that Eu-
ropean allies have the military 
strength to clear underwater 
mines from the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital route for global 
energy and trade. French De-
fence Minister Catherine Vau-
trin confirmed that France, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands 
are prepared to deploy special-
ized vessels to secure the wa-
terway and provide armed es-

corts for commercial ships. The 
announcement comes as British 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
and French President Emman-
uel Macron prepare to co-host 
a virtual summit with leaders 
from forty nations. The group 
aims to establish an internation-
al mission to reopen the strait, 
which has been hampered by 
tensions and naval blockades. 
German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz is also expected to partic-
ipate, signaling strong support 

from Berlin for mine-clearing 
and maritime surveillance. 
Prime Minister Starmer is ex-
pected to tell world leaders that 
reopening the strait is a "global 
responsibility" necessary for 
the free flow of commerce. 
While the proposed mission is 
described as strictly defensive, 
it follows claims by U.S. Cen-
tral Command that American 
warships have already begun 
identifying minefields alleged-
ly laid by regional forces.

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle
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BRISBANE

Australia’s newest track sen-
sation, 18-year-old Gout 
Gout, is ready to shake up the 
world of sprinting once again. 
Just days after smashing the 
under-20 world record in the 
200-meter dash, the teenage 
star has set his sights on a 
new milestone: breaking the 
legendary 10-second barrier 
in the 100-meter sprint.

Competing at the Austra-
lian junior championships in 
Brisbane, Gout eased through 
his heats with a solid time of 
10.19 seconds. However, he 
knows he can go faster. Back 
in February, he clocked a per-
sonal best of exactly 10.00 
seconds on this very same 
track. On Saturday, he 
hopes to join an elite 
club of only two other 
Australians who have 
ever dipped into the 
nine-second range.

"Anything is possi-
ble," a confident 
Gout told reporters, 
noting that calm 
winds could help him 
make history.

While current na-
tional record holder 
Patrick Johnson en-
courages the young 
star to "create his 
own reality," others 
are more skeptical. 
American sprint leg-
end Justin Gatlin re-
cently suggested that 
Gout needs to prove his 
speed outside the 
"comfort" of Austra-
lian tracks.

Gout, unfazed by 
t h e  c r i t i c i s m , 
views the doubt as 
fuel. "If there are 
haters, it means 
you are doing 
something right," 

he said with a smile. For the 
young man often compared to 
a teenage Usain Bolt, the goal 
is simple: ignore the noise 
and keep running faster. All 
eyes now turn to the Brisbane 
finish line to see if a new era 
of Australian track has 
t ruly ar- rived.

Squash world mourns 
passing of visionary leader
Former World Squash Federation chief Narayana Ramachandran has passed 

away at 77, leaving a major legacy in sports administration
NEW DELHI 

The global sports community 
is in mourning following the 
death of Narayana Ramachan-
dran, the former chief of the 
World Squash Federation. 
Known affectionately as 
"Rami," he passed away at the 
age of 77 after battling a long 
illness. 

Ramachandran was a trail-
blazer for Indian sports ad-
ministration. In 2008, he be-
came the first Indian to lead a 
major international sports 
federation recognized by the 
Olympics. During his eight 

years as president, he worked 
tirelessly to get squash onto 
the world’s biggest stages. He 
was even awarded the presti-
gious Olympic Order for his 
incredible dedication and per-
sonal service to the move-
ment.

Closer to home, he served 
as the president of the Indian 
Olympic Association. He is 
credited with bringing stabil-
ity to the organization during 
a very difficult period. 
Friends and colleagues re-
member him as a calm, prin-
cipled leader who always did 
what was best for the athletes. 

He is also the man responsi-
ble for making Chennai the 

"squash capital" of India by 
building world-class facilities 
and hosting ten world cham-
pionships.

Current sports leaders 
praised his legacy, noting that 
his hard work ensured squash 
remains a key sport in major 
events like the Asian Games. 
From local courts to interna-
tional boardrooms, Ramach-
andran’s influence was felt 
everywhere. As the sports 
world says goodbye, his con-
tributions to the growth of 
squash will surely be remem-
bered for generations to 
come.

RCB stars launch bold new 
global fan campaign

BENGALURU 

Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) is taking its massive 
fan following to a whole new 
level. The defending IPL 
champions have launched the 
"#RCBEverywhere" move-
ment, urging supporters to 
wear the iconic red and gold 
jersey in every part of their 
daily lives.

Leading the charge are 
cricket superstars Virat Kohli, 
Captain Rajat Patidar, and 
all-rounder Krunal Pandya. 
They are encouraging fans to 
sport the team colors beyond 
the cricket stadium, whether 
at the office, on vacation, or 
even at job interviews. 
"You’ve really made this a 
thing, and we love it," Kohli 
shared in a recent release, 
praising the loyalty of the 
RCB faithful.

The campaign has already 
gone global with the support 
of sprinting legend Usain 
Bolt. The world’s fastest man 
posted a photo in the 2026 
RCB jersey, wishing the team 
luck. Adding a touch of local 
heart to the movement is the 
"Kumbh Mela fan," who went 
viral last year for bringing his 
RCB shirt to the massive spir-
itual gathering to pray for the 
team’s success.

The jersey has evolved 
from simple sportswear into 
a powerful symbol of identi-
ty. It has traveled from cul-

tural festivals to personal 
milestones, proving that the 
bond between the team and 
its fans is unbreakable. Cur-
rently sitting second in the 
points table with four wins, 
RCB is preparing to face 
Delhi Capitals this Saturday. 
With the city behind them, 
the champions are ready to 
defend their title with style 
and pride.

Defending champions 
RCB launched the 

"#RCBEverywhere" 
movement, with stars 

like Virat Kohli and 
Usain Bolt urging 
fans to wear team 

jerseys in all aspects 
of  life

Sri Lanka women aim high 
with new coach

SRI LANKA

Sri Lanka’s women’s cricket 
team set off for Bangladesh, 
with a fresh strategy and a 
powerful new mindset. Led 
by captain Chamari Athapath-
thu, the squad is focusing on 
"muscling" their batting per-
formance under the guidance 
of their new head coach, Aus-
tralian Jamie Siddons.

The upcoming series, fea-
turing three ODIs and three 
T20Is, is a high-stakes mis-
sion for the visitors. Athapa-
ththu emphasized that every 
match is vital for securing 
direct qualification for the 

next ODI World Cup. By 
winning in Bangladesh, 
the team hopes to avoid the 

stress and uncertainty of the 
qualifying playoffs. The 

skipper noted that the team 
has been training specifically 
on power-hitting to compete 
with the world's best.

"The arrival of Jamie Sid-
dons is a huge step for us," 
Athapaththu said before de-
parture. She expressed im-
mense pride in how far wom-
en’s cricket has grown in Sri 
Lanka, noting that young 
players are now stepping up 

as leaders. While the team 
will miss injured batter Vish-
mi Gunaratne, the captain re-
mains confident in the talent 
of her replacement players 
and the experienced core of 
the squad.

The action begins in Ra-
jshahi on April 20 for the one-
day matches, followed by T20 
battles in Sylhet. With the 
support of Sri Lanka Cricket 
and a revamped coaching 
staff, the team is determined 
to prove they belong on the 
global stage. This tour isn't 
just about winning games; it’s 
about establishing Sri Lanka 
as a dominant force in wom-
en’s cricket.

Djokovic withdraws from 
Madrid due to shoulder injury
SPAIN

Tennis fans received disap-
pointing news, as legendary 
Serbian star Novak Djokovic 
officially pulled out of the up-
coming Mutua Madrid Open. 
Tournament organizers con-
firmed the withdrawal, citing 
a lingering injury that has 
kept the former world number 
one off the court for several 
weeks.

Djokovic has been strug-
gling with a right shoulder 
injury since late March. The 
issue previously forced him 
to miss the Miami Open, 
and it appears he needs 
more time to recover 
before competing at 
the highest level 
again. A three-time 
champion in Madrid, 
Djokovic last won the title 
at the Caja Magica in 2019. 
In a brief message to his fans 
on social media, he expressed 
his sadness, stating he is 
working hard on his recovery 
to return to the tour as soon as 
possible.

The 2026 season has been a 
challenging one for the 
38-year-old veteran. After a 
tough loss to Carlos Alcaraz 
in the Australian Open final 
in February, he suffered a sur-
prising early exit at Indian 
Wells, losing a thrilling three-
set match to Britain’s Jack 
Draper. That match seems to 
have taken a physical toll, 
leading to his current hia-
tus from the ATP Masters 
1000 circuit.

Despite this setback, there 
is still hope for his return 
during the clay-court season. 
Experts believe Djokovic is 
targeting the Italian Open in 
Rome, which begins on May 
6. This would serve as his fi-
nal tune-up before he attempts 
to add another Grand Slam 
title to his record-breaking 
collection later this sum-
mer.

New pair joins India’s Uber cup squad
NEW DELHI 

India’s women’s badminton 
team has faced a sudden 
change just days before the 
2026 Uber Cup Finals. Star 
doubles player Treesa Jolly 
has been ruled out due to in-
jury, forcing a late shuffle in 
the national lineup. Her part-
ner, Gayatri Gopichand, will 
also miss the event, leaving a 
gap in India’s defense.

To fill the void, the Bad-
minton Association of India 
(BAI) has called up Shruti 
Mishra and Priya Konjeng-
bam. The young duo will join 
teammates like Tanisha Cras-
to to lead the doubles chal-
lenge. While the injury is a 
setback, the team remains 
hopeful. In the singles catego-
ry, world-renowned star PV 
Sindhu will lead a group of 
talented young players, in-

cluding rising star Unnati 
Hooda.

Meanwhile, the men’s team 
is heading into the Thomas 
Cup with high confidence. 
Led by Lakshya Sen and the 
world-class doubles pair of 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty, the men’s 
squad looks stronger than 
ever. Veterans like Kidambi 
Srikanth and HS Prannoy are 
also ready to bring their ex-
perience to the court in Den-
mark.

The prestigious tournament 
is set to begin on April 24 in 
Horsens, Denmark. Despite 
the last-minute changes to the 
women’s team, the Indian con-
tingent is determined to make 
its mark on the global stage. 
This year’s event is a major 
test for India’s depth in bad-
minton, blending legendary 
champions with the next gen-
eration of hungry young ath-
letes ready to fight for gold.

Aussie teen Gout Gout 
chases sprint history

Nail biting semi-
finals at Delhi 

golf club
NEW DELHI 

The historic Delhi Golf Club 
witnessed a day of high-
stakes drama as Sara X Golf 
Code and Baale Golf fought 
their way into the finals of the 
fifth Members League. In a 
series of nail-biting matches, 
both teams showcased nerves 
of steel to overcome their ri-
vals and set up a highly antic-
ipated title clash.

The highlight of the day 
was a thrilling playoff be-
tween Sara X Golf Code 
and Athletic Drive. After 
both teams finished their 
regular games tied at 7 
points, the match went to a 
tie-breaker. Pratap Singh 
Atwal became the hero for 
Sara X, hitting a massive 
drive that set up a perfect 
birdie. His teammate, Simar 
Inder Singh, provided solid 
support by finishing with a 
par, safely guiding their 
team into the championship 
round.

Athletic Drive had fought 
back valiantly from being 
down early in the day, win-
ning the final two games of 
the main set to force that 
playoff. However, a bit of bad 
luck in the thick grass during 
the tie-breaker ultimately cost 
them the win.

In the second semi-final, 
Baale Golf proved too strong 
for the SwingKKings. Al-
though SwingKKings took an 
early lead by winning the first 
game, Baale Golf stormed 
back to win the next three. 

Uttar Pradesh hockey leads 
India’s future growth

NEW DELHI 

Uttar Pradesh is solidifying its 
position as the beating heart 
of Indian hockey. The state’s 
Sub Junior Men’s team re-
cently struck gold at the Na-
tional Championship in Bihar, 
marking a major milestone in 
a remarkable "grassroots to 
glory" journey. Over the last 
16 years, the state has racked 
up an impressive 21 medals 
across various national cate-
gories.

The secret to this success 
lies deep within the state's or-
ganized scouting system. By 
finding young talent in small 
districts and training them in 
high-performance academies, 
Uttar Pradesh has seen a mas-
sive surge in victories. In fact, 
15 of those 21 medals were 
won just since 2021. This rap-
id growth is supported by 
world-class infrastructure, 
with over 15 new blue astro-

turf pitches built in cities like 
Lucknow, Varanasi, and Jhan-
si.

This system isn't just win-
ning local trophies, it is fuel-
ing the national team. Stars 
like Olympic bronze medalist 
Lalit Upadhyay and rising tal-
ent Mumtaz Khan all started 
in this grassroots program. 
The state is proudly carrying 
forward the legacy of legends 
like Major Dhyan Chand, en-
suring that the next generation 
has the tools to succeed.

R.P. Singh, President of Ut-
tar Pradesh Hockey, credited 
the tireless work of local 
coaches and modern facilities 
for this rise. With plans to 
build even more pitches 
across the region, the state 
aims to send even more play-
ers to represent India on the 
global stage. For Uttar 
Pradesh, this golden era is just 
the beginning of a long-term 
dominance in the sport.

Legal battle erupts over 
Messi missing Miami match
MIAMI

Soccer superstar Lionel Mes-
si is facing a legal firestorm 
after a Florida-based promot-
er filed a lawsuit claiming the 
icon skipped a scheduled ex-
hibition match under false 
pretenses. The legal action, 
filed by VID Music Group, 
alleges that Messi and the Ar-
gentine Football Association 
(AFA) breached a contract 
that was built entirely around 
the star’s participation.

According to the court doc-
uments, the agreement for last 
October’s friendly matches 
required Messi to play at least 
30 minutes per game. The 
promoter argues that Messi’s 
presence was the "primary 
economic driver" for the 
event. However, fans were 
left disappointed when the 
38-year-old watched Argenti-
na’s 1-0 victory over Venezu-
ela from a luxury suite at 
Hard Rock Stadium instead of 

taking the field.
The controversy deepened 

the very next day when Messi 
suited up for his club team, 
Inter Miami, scoring twice in 
a 4-0 win against Atlanta 
United. The lawsuit suggests 
this quick turnaround proves 
he was fit to play, accusing 
the star and the AFA of "neg-
ligent misrepresentation."

While Messi did participate 
in a later match against Puerto 
Rico, the promoter claims the 
damage was already done. 
The lawsuit also names sports 
executive Julian Marcos 
Kapelan, alleging a conspira-
cy to lure the company into 
expensive contracts under 
"false pretenses." As the 2026 
World Cup approaches, this 
legal drama adds a layer of 
tension to Messi’s historic ca-
reer in the United States. Nei-
ther Messi’s representatives 
nor the AFA have released an 
official statement regarding 
the active litigation.
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Gold gains 10% amid global uncertainty outlook steady
MUMBAI

Gold prices have risen nearly 
10 per cent in 2026 amid 
global economic uncertainty, 
with analysts maintaining a 
constructive medium- to long-
term outlook, according to a 
report by Motilal Oswal Fi-
n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s  L t d 
(MOFSL). The metal has 
shown volatile movement 
through the year, driven by 
shifting global cues and in-
vestor sentiment.

The report noted that geo-
political tensions, concerns 
over slowing global growth, 
and uncertainty around US 
interest rate policy have sup-
ported gold’s safe-haven ap-
peal. At the same time, inter-
mittent strength in the US 
dollar and elevated bond 
yields have created periodic 

pressure, resulting in uneven 
price trends.

On the demand side, India 
has seen subdued jewellery 
purchases due to elevated 
prices, making consumers 
highly price-sensitive. This 
has also led to discounts in 
the domestic market. In con-
trast, China has witnessed rel-
atively stronger invest-
ment-led demand, supporting 

global consumption trends.
The report highlighted a 

growing shift in India towards 
financial gold products such 
as exchange-traded funds 
(ETFs), indicating changing 
investor behaviour. Central 
banks also continued signifi-
cant buying, purchasing up to 
870 tonnes in 2025, though at 
a slower pace than earlier 
years.

Global ETF inflows have 
shown signs of recovery, sug-
gesting renewed investor in-
terest after previous outflows. 
Analysts believe this diversi-
fied demand base is helping 
support gold prices despite 
near-term volatility.

Looking ahead, gold is ex-
pected to trade in a broad 
range as markets adjust to 
evolving macroeconomic con-
ditions. While short-term con-
solidation is possible, the me-
dium- to long-term outlook 
remains positive, supported 
by inflation concerns, curren-
cy risks, and geopolitical un-
certainty.

Experts maintain a “buy on 
dips” approach for long-term 
investors, noting that gold 
continues to act as a reliable 
hedge against inflation and 
global financial instability.

GOLD PRICES RISE

QUICK READ

Govt selects  
10 AI startups for 
global expansion

Women-led  
businesses need 

stronger policy support

Vedanta to borrow 
$125 mn, limits Zinc 

stake dilution

New Delhi
The India AI Mission has 

selected 10 Indian AI 
startups for its second 

global acceleration pro-
gramme aimed at help-

ing them expand into 
international markets 
and strengthen India’s 
AI ecosystem. The pro-
gramme is run in part-
nership with Station F 
in Paris and HEC Paris 
and provides mentor-

ship, resources, and 
global networking op-

portunities. It aligns 
with India’s National AI 
Strategy focused on in-

novation and 
cross-border collabora-
tion. The selected start-

ups include Awiros, 
Cognecto, Infiheal 

Healthtech, Sky Serve 
(Hyspace Technolo-

gies) and others. They 
will undergo a three-

week online phase fol-
lowed by a three-

month residency in Par-
is. The initiative is part 

of broader government 
efforts to boost AI and 
semiconductor devel-

opment in India.

New Delhi
A report by the Observ-

er Research Founda-
tion (ORF) has called 
for stronger regulatory 

reforms to support 
women-led enterprises 
in India. It recommends 
expanding the 3% res-

ervation under the 
Government e-Market-
place (GeM) for wom-
en entrepreneurs and 
simplifying licensing 
and compliance pro-

cesses to improve par-
ticipation in public pro-
curement. The report 

notes that women en-
trepreneurs continue to 
face structural barriers 
such as limited access 
to credit, markets, and 
government contracts, 
which restrict business 
growth. It argues that 

targeted reforms, easi-
er regulatory frame-
works, and improved 
procurement access 

are essential to boost 
women’s participation 

in formal economic 
systems and promote 

inclusive growth across 
sectors.

Mumbai
Vedanta Limited se-
cured a $125 million 
external commercial 
borrowing deal with 

conditions restricting 
stake dilution in Hin-
dustan Zinc Limited. 
The agreement re-

quires the company to 
maintain at least 50.1 

per cent ownership 
and retain control until 

repayment. It was 
signed with JPMorgan 

Chase Bank N.A. 
through its GIFT City 

branch in Mumbai via 
Axis Trustee Services 

as agent. Vedanta also 
cannot sell or pledge 
its stake until full re-

payment. The compa-
ny already holds 60.71 
per cent in Hindustan 

Zinc. Despite heavy 
pledging of existing 

loans and market vola-
tility, shares traded 
slightly lower while 

broader indices rose. 
Stock gained 29% 

year-to-date.

Markets close higher on 
broad-based rally led by FMCG

Indian equities ended higher with strong FMCG buying while Nifty and 
Sensex posted solid gains across sectors overall.

MUMBAI

Indian equity markets ended 
the session on a strong note 
on Friday, supported by 
broad-based buying across 
sectors, with FMCG stocks 
leading the gains. The upbeat 
momentum helped benchmark 
indices recover and close 
higher despite intermittent 
volatility during the trading 
day.

The Nifty index gained 156 
points, while the Sensex ad-
vanced 504 points, reflecting 
sustained investor optimism 
and steady participation from 
both institutional and retail 
investors. Market breadth re-
mained positive, with more 
stocks advancing than declin-
ing across major indices.

FMCG emerged as the 

top-performing sector, rising 
2.65 per cent, driven by re-
newed demand expectations 
and strong buying interest in 
heavyweight  consumer 
stocks. Analysts noted that 
defensive sectors such as 
FMCG often attract inflows 
during uncertain global con-
ditions, contributing to their 
outperformance.

Other sectors also contrib-
uted to the rally, with selec-

tive buying seen in banking, 
auto, and consumer discre-
tionary stocks. However, 
gains were uneven as some IT 
and energy stocks remained 
under pressure due to global 
cues and profit booking.

Market participants attribut-
ed the positive close to im-
proving global sentiment, 
stable crude oil prices, and 
continued foreign institutional 
inflows. FIIs have been net 

buyers in recent sessions, 
adding further support to do-
mestic equities.

Sentiment was also boosted 
by expectations of steady do-
mestic economic growth and 
resilient corporate earnings 
outlook for the coming quar-
ters. Traders said that easing 
geopolitical concerns and sta-
bility in currency markets also 
helped improve risk appetite.

Overall, the session reflect-
ed renewed confidence in 
Indian equities, with strong 
sectoral rotation and sus-
tained institutional participa-
tion helping benchmarks end 
firmly in the green. Analysts, 
however, cautioned that vol-
atility may persist due to 
global macroeconomic un-
certainties and geopolitical 
developments.

India’s current 
account deficit 
may widen to  
2% by FY27

NEW DELHI

Crisil expects India’s current 
account deficit (CAD) to rise 
to around 2 per cent of GDP 
by March 2027 even if crude 
oil prices remain in the USD 
82–87 per barrel range, driven 
by higher import bills and per-
sistent external uncertainties. 

According to the report, the 
CAD is likely to expand from 
lower levels in FY26 to about 
1.5 per cent of GDP in FY27 
under a baseline scenario, but 
could touch 2 per cent in an 
adverse or higher-cost oil en-
vironment. The key driver 
remains India’s heavy depen-
dence on imported crude oil, 
which makes the external bal-
ance sensitive to global ener-
gy price movements.

Crisil noted that geopoliti-
cal risks, especially ongoing 
tensions in West Asia, contin-
ue to pose uncertainty for 
global crude prices and ship-
ping routes. Any sustained 
disruption could push import 
costs higher and widen the 
trade deficit further.

However, the report also 
highlighted a cushioning ef-
fect from India’s strong ser-
vices exports, particularly IT 
and business services, along 
with steady remittance in-
flows. These help offset part 
of the merchandise trade gap 
and prevent sharper deteriora-
tion in the current account 

balance.
On the financing side, India 

is expected to rely on stable 
foreign portfolio inflows and 
foreign direct investment, 
though these flows remain 
sensitive to global interest 
rate trends and risk sentiment.

Economists say a CAD of 
around 2 per cent of GDP is 
still manageable by historical 
standards, but it could in-
crease pressure on the rupee 
and require closer monitoring 
of external sector stability if 
combined with sustained high 
oil prices or weaker capital 
inflows.

Overall, the outlook sug-
gests a gradual widening of 
India’s external deficit, 
shaped mainly by energy pric-
es, global trade conditions, 
and geopolitical risks.

Crisil expects India’s 
current account deficit to 

widen to 2% of  GDP by 
FY27, driven by higher 

imports despite stable oil 
price assumptions.

Banks gross NPAs seen range-
bound till 2027 report

Crisil expects Indian banks’ gross NPAs to remain stable despite global 
risks, supported by strong fundamentals and credit growth.

NEW DELHI

Crisil expects gross non-per-
forming assets (GNPA) of 
Indian banks to remain range-
bound at 2.0–2.2 per cent by 
March 2027, even as geopo-
litical uncertainties in West 
Asia create external risks, 
according to its latest outlook.

According to Crisil, the 
banking sector’s asset quality 
is expected to remain stable, 
supported by controlled slip-
pages, steady credit growth, 
and healthy balance sheets 
across both public and private 
sector lenders.

The report noted that im-
provements in corporate 
leverage and strong retail loan 
performance have helped 
keep fresh stress additions un-
der control, reducing pressure 
on overall bank balance 
sheets.

Crisil added that even 
though global risks such as 
elevated oil prices and geopo-
litical tensions in West Asia 
may create temporary volatil-
ity, Indian banks are well-po-
sitioned to absorb such shocks 
due to strong capital buffers.

It also highlighted that 
credit growth is likely to re-
main steady over the medium 
term, supported by domestic 
demand and ongoing invest-
ment activity across key sec-
tors of the economy.

Overall, the report suggests 

that Indian banks will contin-
ue to benefit from a resilient 
macroeconomic environment, 
improving credit discipline, 
and ongoing resolution of leg-
acy stressed assets, which to-
gether are expected to keep 
the GNPA ratio within a nar-
row range over the forecast 
period.

Analysts said that while ex-
ternal shocks such as geopo-
litical tensions and commodi-
ty price fluctuations remain a 
watch factor, the domestic 
banking system’s capital ade-
quacy and provisioning buf-
fers provide sufficient cushion 
against potential deterioration 
in asset quality.

Credit metrics are expected 
to remain stable as recovery 
trends continue and systemic 
risks stay contained in the 
medium term outlook accord-
ing Crisil estimates.

Rupee strengthens amid easing 
tensions and equity inflows

MUMBAI 

The Indian rupee appreciated 
by 28 paise to 92.86 against 
the US dollar in early trading 
on Friday, supported by im-
proved global sentiment and 
gains in domestic equity mar-
kets. The currency opened at 
92.93 in the interbank foreign 
e x c h a n g e  m a r k e t  a n d 
strengthened further during 
initial deals, extending its up-
ward movement from the pre-
vious session. The rupee had 
already gained 19 paise to 
settle at 93.14 against the  
dollar.

Market participants attribut-
ed the rupee’s rise to a combi-
nation of factors, including 

expectations of easing geopo-
litical tensions and renewed 
foreign investor interest in 
Indian equities. Foreign Insti-
tutional Investors (FIIs) 
turned net buyers in the previ-
ous session, purchasing equi-
ties worth Rs 382.36 crore, 
which provided additional 
support to the domestic  
currency.

However, forex traders not-
ed that despite the gains, the 
rupee continues to face pres-
sure from a relatively strong 
US dollar. The dollar index, 
which measures the green-
back against a basket of six 
major currencies, edged up 
0.05 per cent to 98.07, limit-
ing sharper appreciation in the 

rupee.
Global crude oil prices also 

played a role in currency 
movement. Brent crude de-
clined 1.16 per cent to USD 
98.24 per barrel, falling below 
the USD 100 mark amid 
hopes of de-escalation in 
West Asia tensions. Recent 
developments, including dip-
lomatic efforts involving ma-
jor countries and a temporary 
ceasefire agreement in the 
region, have contributed to 
improved market confidence.

Meanwhile, Indian equity 
benchmarks opened higher, 
with the Sensex rising 176.08 
points and the Nifty gaining 
33.90 points, reflecting posi-
tive investor sentiment.

India seen as stable global capital 
hub with strong market growth

NEW DELHI

India is increasingly being 
viewed as a stable and attrac-
tive global capital hub, backed 
by a market capitalisation of 
around USD 4.4 trillion and 
strong macroeconomic funda-
mentals, according to Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) Chairman Tuhin 
Kanta Pandey.

Speaking at an interaction 
with global investors in San 
Francisco, Pandey highlighted 
that India’s capital markets 
have demonstrated resilience 
despite global 
volatility and con-
t inue to offer 
long-term stabili-
ty. He emphasized 
that the country 
remains “open and welcom-
ing to global capital,” sup-
ported by a transparent, con-
sultative, and technolo-
gy-driven regulatory frame-
work. 

Pandey noted that India’s 
strength lies in a combination 
of controlled inflation, robust 
foreign exchange reserves, 
and stable external accounts, 
all of which enhance investor 
confidence. He also pointed 
to a growing base of domestic 
investors, which has added 
depth and stability to the mar-
kets, reducing dependence on 
foreign flows. 

Highlighting reforms, the 
SEBI chief said efforts have 
been made to simplify For-
eign Portfolio Investor (FPI) 
registration and compliance 
processes, along with expand-
ing digital systems for on-
boarding and monitoring. 
These measures are aimed at 
improving ease of doing busi-
ness and making Indian mar-
kets more accessible to global 
investors.

India’s capital markets have 
also seen steady growth in 
initial public offerings (IPOs) 
and alternative investment 

funds, reflecting 
increasing partici-
pation and matu-
rity. Policymakers 
believe such de-
velopments, along 

with continued regulatory im-
provements, are helping posi-
tion India as a reliable desti-
nation for long-term global 
investments.

Additionally, stronger In-
dia–US economic ties and 
engagement with global ven-
ture capital ecosystems are 
expected to further boost cap-
ital inflows. With its large and 
g rowing  economy,  re -
form-oriented policies, and 
expanding financial markets, 
India is positioning itself as 
one of the most stable and 
scalable investment destina-
tions globally.

PNGRB plans 
$12,500 cr LPG 

pipeline 
expansion drive

NEW DELHI

India’s downstream regulator, 
the Petroleum and Natural 
Gas  Regula tory  Board 
(PNGRB), is preparing a ma-
jor expansion of the country’s 
LPG pipeline network that is 
expected to attract invest-
ments of around ₹12,500 cr, 
according to a recent report.

The proposed plan focuses 
on significantly strengthening 
LPG transportation infrastruc-
ture by shifting more fuel 
movement from road and rail 
to pipelines. This is aimed at 
improving efficiency, reduc-
ing logistics costs, and ensur-
ing a more reliable supply of 
cooking gas across the  
country.

A key component of the ex-
pansion involves developing 
multiple new LPG pipeline 
projects that will connect ad-
ditional bottling plants and 
consumption centres. Earlier 
assessments by PNGRB iden-
tified several pipeline routes 
to enhance nationwide con-
n e c t i v i t y  a n d  r e d u c e  
dependence on tanker-based 
transport. 

The initiative is also ex-
pected to attract strong partic-
ipation from both public and 
private sector players, given 
the scale of investment and 
long-term demand for cleaner 
fuels. By enabling pipe-
line-based LPG distribution, 
the plan seeks to lower trans-
portation losses, improve 
safety, and reduce carbon 
emissions compared to con-
ventional logistics methods. 

Another important objec-
tive is to support India’s 
broader energy transition 
strategy. Expanding pipeline 
infrastructure will comple-
ment the growth of city gas 
distribution (CGD) networks 
and help ensure uninterrupted 
fuel availability, especially in 
underserved and remote  
regions.

India construction sector to  
reach $1.2 trillion by 2034

NEW DELHI

India’s construction market is projected to expand significant-
ly, reaching $1.2 trillion by 2034 from $685 billion in 2025, 
growing at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 6.9 per 
cent, according to a report by Savills India and Hotelivate. The 
growth is being driven by strong infrastructure investments and 
rapid urban development across the country.

The report highlights sustained demand for office spaces, 
particularly from Global Capability Centres (GCCs), along 
with a clear shift toward Grade-A and sustainable workspaces, 
which is supporting the commercial real estate segment. How-
ever, rising input costs continue to put pressure on overall proj-
ect economics.

Construction costs have risen by 6.4–7.6 per cent, largely 
due to higher mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP) ex-
penses. Between 2023 and 2025, cost inflation ranged from 3.8 
per cent to 13.9 per cent across sectors, with retail and residen-
tial segments witnessing the sharpest increases. Malls saw the 
highest escalation due to complex designs and rising MEP 
costs.

Residential demand remains strong, especially for premium 
housing, while labour wages have risen about 23 per cent since 
2020. Meanwhile, the hospitality sector is recovering steadily, 
with occupancy at 67–68 per cent and average room rates ex-
ceeding ₹9,000, supported by a robust investment pipeline.
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RCB GOES GREEN TO 
PROTECT THE PLANET

BENGALURU
 

Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) is trading its signature 
red for a vibrant green. When 
the team steps onto the M. 
Chinnaswamy Stadium turf to 
face the Delhi Capitals, they 
won’t just be playing for play-
off points; they will be playing 
for the environment.

This annual “Green Initia-
tive,” which started back in 
2011, features special jerseys 
made entirely from recycled 
materials. Beyond the fashion 
choice, the move highlights 
RCB’s status as the world’s 
only carbon-neutral T20 crick-
et franchise. It is a promise to 
the city and the planet to keep 
the game sustainable.

The team’s efforts go far be-
yond the field. On match days, 
the franchise conducts surveys 

to understand how fans travel to 
the stadium, encouraging them 
to ditch private cars for the Ben-
galuru Metro. In fact, an RCB 
match ticket doubles as a metro 
pass, making it easier for sup-
porters to reduce their carbon 
footprint. Inside the stadium, 
every piece of waste is carefully 
audited, and solar power helps 
light up the stands.

CEO Rajesh Menon noted 
that this achievement is the re-
sult of years of hard work, 
aiming to inspire fans to adopt 
greener habits in their own 
lives. Currently sitting strong 
in the standings with four wins 
from five matches, the team is 
in high spirits. As they chase 
another victory on April 18, 
the “Men in Green” hope to 
prove that winning on the 
scoreboard and winning for 
the earth can go hand in hand.

Coach praises stars after 
Punjab’s big victory

MUMBAI
 

Punjab Kings’ bowling 
coach Sairaj Bahutule has 
praised the heroics of Arsh-
deep Singh and Prabhsimran 
Singh following the team’s 
convincing seven wicket 
win over Mumbai Indians. 
The victory was a total team 
effort, but the two young 
stars stood out for their 
match bwinning perfor-
mances under the lights at 
Wankhede Stadium.

Arshdeep Singh, who had 
struggled with his form in 
earlier matches, silenced his 
critics by taking 3 wickets 
for just 22 runs. His victims 

included big names like 
Suryakumar Yadav, helping 
to keep Mumbai’s total 
reachable despite a century 
from Quinton de Kock. Ba-
hutule noted that Arshdeep 
went "back to basics" re-
cently, focusing on intense 
target practice. This hard 
work paid off as he deliv-
ered perfectly with both the 
new and old ball.

On the batting side, Pra-
bhsimran Singh made the 
difficult chase look simple. 
He smashed an unbeaten 80 
runs from only 39 balls, 
leading Punjab to victory in 
just 16.3 overs. Bahutule 
credited head coach Ricky 

Ponting for this success, 
stating that Ponting’s posi-
tive energy has transformed 
the mindset of the batters. 
Prabhsimran, in particular, 
has flourished under this 
new aggressive approach.

With this win, Punjab 
Kings have climbed to the 
top of the league table. 
While Mumbai Indians are 
left searching for answers, 
Punjab is riding high on 
confidence. Bahutule em-
phasized that the combina-
tion of Arshdeep’s disci-
plined bowling and Prabh-
simran’s fearless batting is 
exactly what the team needs 
to stay at the top this season.

Ricky Ponting shares 
secret to Punjab’s success

MUMBAI
 

Punjab Kings head coach 
Ricky Ponting has revealed 
the strategy behind his 
team’s unbeaten run in IPL 
2026. Following a dominant 
seven wicket victory over the 
Mumbai Indians, the legend-
ary Australian cricketer ex-
plained that building a win-
ning mindset starts with a 
supportive environment rath-
er than strict control.

Ponting believes his main 
job is to challenge players 
while making sure they feel 
valued. He emphasized that in 
the fast paced world of T20 
cricket, failure is common, 
and players must feel safe 

enough to take risks. Accord-
ing to the coach, the team’s 
success is built on giving ev-
ery player a clear role. He 
noted that when athletes like 
Prabhsimran Singh and Sha-
shank Singh feel fully backed 
by the management, they re-
spond with match-winning 
performances.

The strategy is clearly 
working. Punjab is currently 
the only undefeated team in 
the tournament, sitting at the 
top of the points table with 
four wins and one rain affect-
ed draw. In their latest match, 
they made a difficult chase 
look easy, reaching Mumbai's 
target in just 16.3 overs.

Even a brilliant century 
from Mumbai’s Quinton de 
Kock was not enough to stop 
the Punjab momentum. 
While Mumbai Indians have 
sl ipped to ninth place, 
Ponting’s squad is thriving 
on a culture of confidence 
and clarity. By selecting the 
right people during the auc-
tion and focusing on a posi-
tive team culture, Ponting 
has transformed Punjab into 
the most feared side of the 
season so far.

TENDULKAR STUNNED BY 
IYER’S BOUNDARY BRILLIANCE

MUMBAI
 

Cricket legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar called Shreyas Iyer’s 
relay catch to dismiss Har-
dik Pandya one of the best 
he has ever seen live. The 
stunning moment came 
during the IPL clash be-
tween Punjab Kings and 
Mumbai Indians at Wank-
hede Stadium.

In the 18th over, Pandya 
smashed a powerful shot to-
ward long-on. Iyer sprinted, 
leaped near the boundary, 
and, while airborne, flicked 
the ball back into play to 
avoid crossing the rope. 

Teammate Xavier Bartlett 
completed the catch calmly.

Tendulkar praised Iyer’s 
sharp awareness, saying the 
effort required precise judg-
ment of speed, balance, and 
teammate positioning in 
seconds. The wicket proved 
decisive as Punjab chased 
196 in just 16.3 overs to win 
by seven wickets, despite 
Quinton de Kock’s unbeaten 
112, pushing PBKS to the 
top. The remarkable fielding 
effort quickly went viral, 
drawing praise from fans, 
former players, and com-
mentators across the crick-
eting world.

Politics keeps India and Pakistan cricket apart

Lalit Modi cites political interference in the Pakistan Cricket Board as the main reason  
for stalled India-Pakistan bilateral series

LONDON
 

Cricket fans hoping for a 
match between India and Pa-
kistan may have to wait much 
longer. Former IPL boss Lalit 
Modi recently shared his 
thoughts on why these two 
rivals do not play each other 
in regular series anymore.

Speaking on a popular pod-
cast with cricket star Michael 
Vaughan, Modi pointed to one 
major issue that the way the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
is run. He claims the board is 
far too involved in politics. 
According to Modi, the PCB 
is not independent, and pow-
erful leaders are "pulling the 
levers" behind the scenes. 
This political interference 

makes it very hard for the two 
countries to agree on playing 
together.

Modi explained that be-
cause of the deep tension be-

tween the two nations, things 
might actually get worse be-
fore they get better. He ex-
pressed worry for the players, 
noting that both Indians and 

Pakistanis are very patriotic. 
This strong national pride, 
combined with political heat, 
makes hosting a series almost 
impossible right now.

The history of these games 
shows a long gap. The last 
time Pakistan visited India for 
a full series was back in 2013. 
Since then, the teams only 
meet during major global 
tournaments like the World 
Cup or the Asia Cup. Their 
most recent clash happened 
during the 2026 T20 World 
Cup, where India won by 61 
runs. For now, it seems fans 
will have to stick to these rare 
tournament meetings, as a 
regular series remains a dis-
tant dream due to these ongo-
ing political hurdles.

LONDON
 

Former IPL chairman Lalit 
Modi has sparked a massive 
debate by suggesting that IPL 
franchises should own Test 
teams to save the longest for-
mat of the game. Speaking 
on a podcast with Michael 
Vaughan, Modi warned that 
Test cricket is "dying" glob-
ally and needs a radical 
makeover to survive.

Modi believes the current 
generation lacks the patience 
for tradit ional f ive-day 
matches. His bold plan in-
volves allowing popular T20 
clubs to form their own Test 
sides. These teams would 
play exhibition matches to 
build loyalty among younger 
fans who are already attached 
to IPL brands. While he in-
sisted that international 
matches between countries 
must remain the top priority, 
he argued that "club-level" 

Test cricket could provide the 
financial boost the format 
desperately needs.

Beyond ownership, Modi 
suggested shortening the 
game itself. He has long ad-
vocated for turning five-day 
matches into four-day, day-
night events. He argued that 
modern audiences no longer 
have the luxury of sitting in 
the sun for five days straight. 
In a world with endless media 
options, he believes the game 
must adapt to stay relevant.

Currently, Modi sees strong 
interest in Test cricket only in 
England and Australia, largely 
thanks to the historic Ashes 
series. In most other nations, 
he claims the format is fading 
away. By introducing lights, 
shorter schedules, and the 
power of IPL branding, Modi 
hopes to catch the interest of 
young fans and ensure that 
the traditional form of cricket 
does not disappear forever.

Lalit Modi wants 
IPL teams in tests

Mane hits ace to dominate in Johannesburg
JOHANNESBURG

 
Indian Olympian Udayan 
Mane has taken complete con-
trol of the IGPL South Africa 
tournament with a stunning 
performance at the Royal Jo-
hannesburg’s West Course. 
Mane followed his opening 
round of 65 with a brilliant 
8-under-par 64, leaving him at 
15-under total and six shots 
ahead of his nearest rivals.

The highlight of Mane’s 
flawless second round was a 
hole-in-one on the par-3 fifth 

hole. He started his day just 
as strongly, sinking an eagle 
on the very first hole. By the 
time he reached the turn, he 
was already 5-under for the 
day. Adding three more bird-
ies on the back nine, Mane 
completed 36 holes without a 
single bogey, making him the 
only player in the field to 
reach double digits under par.

Chasing Mane is a group of 
three players tied for second 
at 9-under, Manav Shah, 
Pukhraj Singh Gill, and Ga-
ganjeet Bhullar. While they 

remain within striking dis-
tance, they face a steep climb 
to catch Mane, whose short 
game has looked incredibly 
sharp this week. Bhullar, a 
three-time IGPL winner, not-
ed that while the course al-
lows for low scores, catching 
Mane will require a nearly 
perfect final round.

In the team standings, 
Green Fuels Hyderabad holds 
a commanding 10-shot lead at 
18-under, thanks to consistent 
play from Manav Shah and 
Danish Verma. 

New teams join 
major global 

hockey 
tournament

SWITZERLAND 
 

Exciting changes are coming 
to the world of international 
field hockey. For the first time 
ever, the Uruguay women’s 
team and the USA men’s team 
will compete in the presti-
gious FIH Hockey Nations 
Cup. This historic debut fol-
lows the unexpected with-
drawal of the Scotland wom-
en’s and Wales men’s squads 
from the competition.

The women’s tournament is 
set to ignite in Auckland, New 
Zealand, this June. The lineup 
is stacked with talent, featur-
ing heavy hitters like Japan, 
Korea, and Chile. India also 
joins the fray after moving 
down from the Pro League, 
making this one of the most 
competitive fields in the tour-
nament's history. For Uru-
guay, this is a golden opportu-
nity to prove they belong 
among the world's elite.

Meanwhile, the men will 
head to the sunny shores of 
Cape Town, South Africa. The 
American men will face a 
grueling test against power-
house teams like New Zea-
land, France, and the host 
nation. Since the Nations Cup 
began in 2021, it has served 
as a vital bridge for rising 
teams. The ultimate prize is 
massive, the winner of this 
tournament earns a direct pro-
motion to the FIH Hockey 
Pro League next season.

MUMBAI COACH BLAMES 
EVERYONE FOR POOR FORM

MUMBAI
 

Mumbai Indians head coach 
Mahela Jayawardene says the 
team’s current struggle is a 
"collective responsibility" af-
ter they suffered their fourth 
straight loss in IPL 2026. The 
Hardik Pandya led side fell to 
a seven wicket defeat against 
the Punjab Kings, leaving the 
five time champions near the 
bottom of the table.

Jayawardene refused to 
point fingers at any single 
player for the slump. Instead, 
he insisted that the entire 
management, coaching staff, 
and squad must take account-
ability. He noted that while 
Mumbai is playing "decent 

cricket," they are being out-
classed by more clinical and 
confident opponents. Accord-
ing to the coach, the team 
needs to find its rhythm and 
better control key moments 
during matches to regain their 
winning touch.

There was a small bit of 
good news regarding star bat-
ter Rohit Sharma, who missed 
the last game due to a ham-

string injury. Jayawardene 
confirmed that Rohit has 
started running and is being 
monitored daily. While the 
injury is not considered seri-
ous, the team is being cau-
tious. They do not want to 
rush their former captain back 
too early in the long season.

Despite a spectacular century 
from Quinton de Kock, Mum-
bai’s bowlers could not stop 
Punjab’s chase. The loss leaves 
Mumbai in ninth place with 
only one win from five games. 
Jayawardene remains hopeful 
that a few quick wins will re-
store the team's confidence, but 
he stressed that the entire fran-
chise must work together to 
turn their luck around.


