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Trump assures support to India during
high-profile meeting with Modi

PM Modi and US President Trump discuss defence, trade and regional security at G7 sidelines

EVIAN-LES-BAINS

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and U.S. President Don-
ald Trump held wide-ranging
talks on the sidelines of the
G7 Summit on Wednesday,
with Trump assuring India of
American support in the event
of any external attack and
praising Modi's leadership.

The bilateral meeting fo-
cused on defence cooperation,
trade relations, maritime secu-
rity and developments in West
Asia. Trump said the United
States would stand by India if
it faced any security threat,
even in the absence of a for-
mal treaty commitment.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the evolving situation
in West Asia, including the
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U.S.-Iran peace framework
and disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz. Modi expressed
hope that recent diplomatic
efforts would lead to lasting
peace in the region and raised
concerns over attacks affect-
ing Indian seafarers.

During the interaction,
Trump showered praise on the
Indian Prime Minister, de-
scribing him as a strong and

G1

effective leader. The meeting
comes amid ongoing negotia-
tions on trade issues and
growing strategic cooperation
between the two countries.
The talks marked one of the
most closely watched engage-
ments at the summit, reflect-
ing the importance both na-
tions place on strengthening
bilateral ties amid global geo-
political uncertainties.

“If India were attacked, we
would help. We would be
there for India.”

—Donald Trump, US President

MODI-TRUMP MEET-
ING HIGHLIGHTS

Defence cooperation
featured prominently in
discussions.

Trade negotiations remain
a key focus area.

Leaders discussed
West Asia and Strait of
Hormuz security.

Trump reiterated support
for India’s security interests.

The meeting took place
on the final day of the
G7 Summit in Evian-
les-Bains, where world
leaders discussed eco-
nomic growth, artificial
intelligence, Ukraine,
West Asia and critical
minerals. India attended
the summit as an invited
nation. The Modi-Trump
interaction comes at a
time when both countries
are seeking to deepen
strategic ties while ad-
dressing differences over
tariffs and trade. Ob-
servers view the meeting
as an important signal
of continued India-U.S.
cooperation on regional

and global issues.

Poster war
adds political
heat to Bidadi
Township row

BIDADI

The controversy surrounding
the proposed Bidadi Town-
ship project has escalated into
a full-fledged political poster
war between the ruling Con-
gress and the BJP-JD(S) alli-
ance. Congress workers put
up posters targeting opposi-
tion leaders and accusing
them of political opportunism
over the farmers’ agitation.

The posters took aim at BJP
leaders, including Opposition
Leader R. Ashoka, while also
mocking the JD(S) for an-
nouncing a padayatra against
the project. In a separate cam-
paign, Congress workers dis-
played posters carrying pho-
tographs of Union Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy, Nikhil
Kumaraswamy and Anita Ku-
maraswamy, alleging links to
benami properties.

The exchange highlights
the growing political stakes
in the Bidadi Township de-
bate, which has triggered
strong resistance from local
farmers. With both sides
seeking to mobilise public
opinion, the issue has moved
beyond a land acquisition
dispute and emerged as a ma-
jor political flashpoint in Ra-
managara district.

CM hits back at BJP over Bidadi project,
says Opposition blocking development

BENGALURU

Amid the escalating political
row over the proposed Bidadi
Township project, Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Wednesday ac-
cused the BJP of attempting to
obstruct the state's develop-
ment and vowed to expose
what he termed the opposition's
political motives.

Responding to criticism from
BJP leaders and farmer groups
opposing the project, Shivaku-
mar said the government was
committed to planned urban
expansion and would not be
deterred by political attacks.
He maintained that the project
was part of a long-term devel-
opment vision and not driven
by any vested interests.

The BJP claimed that a major-
ity of farmers were against the
project and accused the govern-
ment of prioritising real estate
development over agricultural

“| will reply to them and
expose how they are trying to
stop the development of
Karnataka.”

—D.K. Shivakumar, Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar says
township project
aimed at development,
not private interests

interests. Shivakumar, however,
asserted that most affected land-
owners had already agreed to the
project and were awaiting com-
pensation. He also pointed out
that similar large-scale township
projects were being undertaken
in neighbouring states.

The controversy has
triggered a sharp
political confrontation
between the Congress
and the BJP-JD(S) alli-
ance. While opposition
leaders allege that the
project is linked to a
land mafia and threat-
ens fertile agricultural
land, the government
insists it is a contin-
uvation of an earlier
development propos-
al and has received
substantial support
from farmers. The is-
sue has emerged as a
major political flash-
point in Ramanagara
district, with both
sides seeking to rally
public opinion ahead
of future electoral
contests.

TRUMP WARNS IRAN OF RENEWED
STRIKES IF PEACE ACCORD FALTERS

US President Donald Trump warned that Washington
could resume military action against Iran if Tehran fails
to comply with the terms of a peace accord expected
to be signed in Switzerland on Friday. Speaking on the
sidelines of the G7 summit alongside Egyptian Pres-
ident Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Trump stressed that the
proposed agreement was only a “memorandum of
understanding” and not a final settlement. He said the
United States would not hesitate to act if Iran violated its
commitments. “If | don’t like it, we will go back to shoot-
ing at them,” Trump said, adding that the US would
resume bombing campaigns if Iran did not “behave.” The
remarks come amid efforts to formally end hostilities
between the two longtime adversaries after months of

height-

ened tensions and military exchang-
es. Trump also rejected suggestions
that the deal would immediately
ease sanctions on Iran, saying no
such relief was included in the cur-
rent framework. The agreement,
if signed, is expected to lay the
groundwork for a broader peace
process, though Trump’s

comments underscored
lingering distrust between
Washington and Tehran.

Council poll race hots up as
Cong holds mock voting exercise

RAMANAGARA

With the biennial elections to
the Karnataka Legislative
Council scheduled for June
18. Congress organised a
mock voting exercise for its
MLAs at the resort on
Wednesday to familiarise
them with the voting process.
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar participated in the exer-
cise as the party sought to
ensure unity ahead of the
high-stakes election.

The contest has gained sig-
nificance after Congress field-
ed five candidates for the sev-
en available seats, while the
BJP has fielded two candi-
dates and the JD(S) one.
While four Congress candi-
dates and two BJP nominees
are expected to win comfort-
ably, the seventh seat has
emerged as the key battle-
ground.

Mock voting exercise
held as parties
intensify battle for
crucial seventh seat

Congress candidate Vinay
Kumar and JD(S) candidate
Govindaraju are locked in a
keen contest for the final
berth. The ruling party is re-
portedly banking on support

from independents and legis-
lators from other parties to
secure victory.

The presence of former
BJP legislators B.T. So-
mashekar and Shivaram Heb-
bar, who have been political-
ly aligned with Congress, at
the resort attracted attention
and fuelled speculation over
voting patterns.

“The mock voting exercise
was organised to ensure that
every MLA casts a valid vote
and to prevent any errors
during polling,” Congress
leaders said.

Council election arithmetic
Seven seats are up for grabs.
Congress has fielded five can-
didates, BJP two and JD(S)
one. Four Congress and two
BJP candidates are expected to
win comfortably, leaving the
seventh seat as the decisive
contest.

Ashoka urges govt to scrap Bidadi Township pI‘O]GCt

BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition R.
Ashoka on Wednesday de-
manded that the Karnataka
government abandon the pro-
posed Bidadi Township proj-
ect and accept the demands of
farmers and milk producers
opposing land acquisition in
the region.

After meeting farmers and
dairy producers in Bidadi,
Ashoka said the area was
among the most fertile agri-
cultural belts he had seen in
his political career. He
claimed that milk production
in the region touches six lakh

litres a day, generating an an-
nual turnover of %25 crore,
while silk-related activities
contribute another I35 crore
to the local economy.

Questioning the rationale
behind converting agricultural
land into layouts, Ashoka said
compensation alone could not
replace livelihoods built over
generations. He argued that
farmers would be unable to
purchase equivalent land else-
where and warned that the
project could displace local
communities while benefiting
outsiders.

Ashoka also criticised
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-

BORDER TENSIONS PERSIST

mar, accusing him of taking
contradictory positions on en-
vironmental issues.

Not even an inch of land here
is unsuitable for cultivation.
Farmers do not want to lose
the property that has come
down through generations.

—R Ashoka, Opposition Leader

Israeli strikes hit south Lebanon desplte regional peace framework

BEIRUT

Israeli forces carried out a se-
ries of airstrikes across south-
ern Lebanon on Wednesday,
despite a recently announced
U.S.-Iran peace framework
that includes provisions
aimed at ending hostilities in
Lebanon.

According to reports, Israe-
li warplanes targeted the
Nabatieh al-Fawqa area and
the outskirts of Kfar Tebnit,
while a drone strike hit Ansa-
riyeh in the Zahrani region.
The attacks came even as vi-
olence in the region has de-
clined since the announce-
ment of a broader West Asia
ceasefire arrangement earlier
this week.

Lebanese authorities said at
least five people have been
killed in Israeli strikes since
the peace deal was unveiled.
The reduced level of fighting
has encouraged some resi-

dents to return to their towns
and villages, although the
Lebanese Army has advised
civilians to delay their return
because of continuing securi-
ty risks.

The conflict escalated in
March after Hezbollah
launched attacks against Isra-
el, prompting a large-scale
Israeli air and ground cam-
paign. While the U.S.-Iran
agreement seeks to halt mili-
tary operations across multi-
ple fronts, disagreement re-
mains over Israel’s military
presence in parts of Lebanon.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said any con-
tinued Israeli military action
in Lebanon would violate the
understanding reached be-
tween the parties. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, however, has main-
tained that Israeli forces will
remain deployed in Lebanon
as long as necessary.

The future of the cease-
fire remains uncertain as
competing interpretations
emerge over Lebanon's
role in the broader peace
framework. Iran and
Hezbollah insist that Israeli
forces must withdraw from
occupied Lebanese territo-
ry, while Israel has signalled
no immediate plans to pull
back. Hezbollah leader
Naim Qassem is expected
to address supporters,
with regional observers
closely watching whether
the group maintains its re-
straint or resumes military
operations.

IAF flies 200+ sorties
to secure NEET-UG
re-exam papers

NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has carried out more than 200
sorties over the past four days
to transport question papers
for the NEET-UG 2026 re-ex-
amination, one of the largest
security operations undertak-
en for a national entrance test
in recent years.

The mission began on June
13, ahead of the June 21
re-examination. The govern-
ment enlisted the IAF follow-
ing the cancellation of the
original NEET-UG examina-
tion amid allegations of a
question paper leak.

Transport aircraft and heli-
copters have been deployed to
collect question papers from
designated distribution hubs and
deliver them to over 20 loca-
tions across the country. Author-
ities have withheld operational
details for security reasons.

The National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) has also strength-
ened digital monitoring and
introduced additional safe-
guards to prevent misinforma-
tion and attempts to compro-
mise the examination process.
More than 2.2 million candi-
dates are expected to appear
for the re-test after the May
examination was scrapped.

Mock drills were conducted
in several locations, including
Tamil Nadu, where Army he-
licopters tested the secure
movement of examination
materials. Officials said the
coordinated effort was aimed
at ensuring that question pa-
pers reach centres without
delay or risk of tampering.

“The use of Air Force re-
sources is intended to speed
up delivery and strengthen
security arrangements for the
re-examination,” an NTA of-
ficial said.

NEET-UG 2026 RE-EX-
AM SECURITY PLAN

Over 200 IAF sorties
conducted.

Mission launched
on June 13.

More than 20 destinations
covered nationwide.

Over 2.2 million candidates
to appear on June 21.
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MacBooks, phones
stolenfrom
rented house

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Stepping out for ear-
ly-morning coffee turned
costly when thieves
struck at a house on 19th
Main, NGR Layout in
Roopenna Agrahara and
made away with gadgets
and valuables worth
around Rs 6.6 lakh. N
Karthik (26) and Tarun,
both private firm employ-
ees, were stayingina
rented house. Karthik and
Tarun had each been
provided a MacBook by
their companies for work.
Karthik checked his be-
longings at 3am on June
13 before going to sleep.
Around 6.45am, Tarun
stepped out to have cof-
fee and left the house
door unlocked. Karthik
was asleep in another
room at the time. When
Tarun returned around
715am, he found two
MacBooks worth
about Rs 5 lakh, iPhone
costing Rs 1.3 lakh,
iWatch worth approxi-
mately Rs 25,000 and a
wallet containing cash
and identity cards were
missing.

lllegal horserace
betting den busted,
bookie held

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Central Crime Branch’s
special investigation
wing raided anillegal
horse race betting racket
being run from a house in
Jyotinagar, and arrested
a 65-year-old bookie
who was accepting bets
from punters through
cash and online transac-
tions. The accused, P
Sheshadri, was operating
the racket from a room
on the third floor of a
residential building. Po-
lice said he was accept-
ing bets on horse races
without any valid licence
and conducting gam-
bling activities using
multiple mobile phones
and bank accounts. Cops
seized four phones, a
tablet device, calculator,
pens and 15 sheets con-
taining horse race details
and betting records. In-
vestigators found some
of the seized phones
were linked to ban k ac-
counts used for handling
betting transactions.

Water adalat from
9.30amtollam
onJunel8

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Bengaluru Water
Board will conduct a wa-
ter adalat on June 18 from
930 amto11am for the
benefit of public. Compal-
ints regarding defcenes
can be lodged by calling
the 24/7 complaint han-
dling center helpline 1916.
Complaints can also be
lodged at Mobile 87622-
28888, the release said.
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' K-RERA fight for fin autonomy runs into govt wall

‘Karnataka’s real estate regulator is not facing a shortage of funds, but it is increasingly losing control over its own regulatory.

BENGALURU

While Karnataka Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (K-RE-
RA) continues to generate
steady revenue through project
and agent registrations, penal-
ties and various fees, its ability
to independently decide how
these funds are utilised has
gradually diminished.

Control over the regulator’s
dedicated fund has increasingly
shifted to the state govt, raising
concerns about K-RERA’ oper-
ational autonomy.

The K-RERA Regulatory
Fund, a dedicated account man-
dated under the Real Estate
(Regulation and Develop-
ment) Act 2016 is meant to
ensure the authority’s financial
self-sufficiency.

The fund was designed to al-
low the regulator to inde-

pendently hire staff, process
complaints, and manage day-to-
day operations without relying
on state budget allocations.
However this structure has ef-
fectively been altered over time.
The shift began on March 30,
2019, when the govt took over
RERA receipts of around Rs 44
crore, classifying them under
a “revision fund”. From April
2019, all collections under the
Rera framework began flowing
into state-controlled accounts,
with expenditure for K-RERA
later released through annual
budgetary allocations.

Under Section 75 of the Act,
K-RERA was originally expect-
ed to function through a dedi-
cated, self-managed regulatory
fund. Officials and internal
communications point out that
subsequent finance department
orders in 2021 further formalised

the arrangement by moving bal-
ances into non-interest-bearing
reserve accounts and routing all
expenditure through the state
budget head. This, officials ar-
gue, has effectively removed di-
rect operational control over its
own funds, shifting K-RERA
from a self-sustaining regulator
to a budget-dependent body.
The impact is visible on the
ground, delayed recruitment,
slower legal and expert consul-
tations, mounting complaint
backlogs, and constraints in stre
ngthening basic infrastructure.
The authority has shot off letters
between March 2021 and July
2022, but officials say there has
been no resolution. The matter

reached the High Court in 2021,
where concerns were raised over
the handling of the regulatory
fund.

The court directed the govt to
retrace and fall in line with oth-
er neighbouring states so that
autonomy to the authority
would emerge, underscoring the
need to restore financial inde-
pendence. Despite the order,
officials say the budgetary sys-
tem continues with the state
govt funding salaries, mainte-
nance and operations.

As of March 2026, K-RERA
has collected Rs 85 crore in reg-
ulatory revenue. In a fresh com-
munication to the Chief Secre-
tary, it has again sought urgent
restoration of control over the
regulatory fund, stating the cur-
rent framework limits its ability
to function as an independent
quasi-judicial regulator.

Despite generating substantial revenue, the Karnataka Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (K-RERA) has hit a government wall in its pursuit of
financial autonomy. The state government continues to control its funds

and operational budgets, limiting the regulator’s independence and

its ability to independently hire external consultants.

The struggle for financial control involves several key roadblocks:
SHIFTED CONTROL: Under the Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act

(RERA) 2016, K-RERA is mandated a dedicated regulatory fund to achieve
self-sufficiency, but administration has increasingly shifted to the state govt.

REVENUE GENERATION: While the authority continues to collect
steady revenue from project registrations, penalties, and fees—
accumulating Rs 85 crore as of recent checks—it is still forced to rely
on state budget allocations for basic salaries and maintenance.

CONSULTANT BOTTLENECK: Restrictions have been placed on K-RERA’s
ability to independently hire technical, legal, and financial domain experts,
hindering its ability to operate as a fully independent quasi-judicial body.

BROADER PUSHBACK: The financial squeeze comes on the heels of
the Karnataka High Court previously striking down circulars related to
delay fees imposed on developers, citing a lack of strict statutory
backing. Furthermore, the authority has struggled with enforcement,
with revenue recovery processes yielding low returns.

10-metre viewing gap, no feeding or bathing by visitors.

Dubare fallout: K’taka forest dept
issues new SoP for elephant camps

BENGALURU

Nearly a month after the tragic
incident at Dubare Elephant
Camp in Kodagu, the forest de-
partment has ordered a com-
prehensive overhaul of tourist
management and elephant-han-
dling practices across its 14 ele-
phant camps in the state.

As part of the revamp, the de-
partment has notified a detailed
Standard Operating Procedure
(SoP) aimed at transforming the
camps from close-contact tour-
ist attractions into regulated
eco-tourism and conservation
education centres.

The new guidelines place a
strong emphasis on public safe-
ty, elephant welfare and emer-
gency preparedness. Contrary
to the popular perception that
elephant camps are recreational
destinations, the SoP makes it
clear that they are not entertain-
ment venues and requires visi-
tors to maintain a safe distance
from elephants at all times. Ac-
tivities that were once popular
among tourists, including
touching, feeding, bathing ele-
phants and taking selfies close
to the animals — have now
been completely prohibited.

The SoP states, the purpose
of allowing visitors to these
camps is conservation educa-
tion, awareness and not direct
interaction with the elephants.

Tourists will only be allowed to
observe from designated galler-
ies or viewing points and will be
prohibited from entering rivers,
bathing areas or elephant move-
ment corridors. It also mandates
aweekly closure day for all
camps, preferably Tuesdays. J

Among the key features of the
protocol is the introduction of a
three-tier safety zoning system,
demarcating separate areas for
visitors, forest staff and elephant
handlers.

Public shall be restricted to
designated ‘green zones” sur-
rounded by barricades. No vis-
itor shall be allowed to go out of
the green zone.

This will be followed by ‘am-
ber zone’ where department
officials, emergency response
teams and operational support
staff are allowed to enter. Be-
yond these, will be the ‘red zone’

where only mahouts, kavadis,
veterinarians and authorised
forest officials will be allowed,”
it states.

Bathing, feeding, tethering,
veterinary care, elephant move-

and active handling of elephants
will be carried out exclusively
within the red zone, which will
be secured through barricades
and physical separation. The
SoP also mandates CCTV sur-
veillance of critical areas to
monitor violations and detect

riers.
The protocol prescribes a

10 metres between visitors and
elephants wherever feasible. Not
more than 10 elephants can be
displayed during any public ses-
sion, and only those classified as
Green Category animals as-
sessed as calm, healthy and re-

illness, fatigue, musth or be-

havioural uncertainty will be
barred from public viewing. :
Daily behavioural assessments  :
will be mandatory before every
visitor session. The guidelines !
place special emphasis on bath-
ing activities, categorising them

as high-risk operations.

Lokayukta raid on 8 govt officials,
property worth Rs 31.11 cr unearthed

BENGALURU

Lokayukta police, who raided
35 places belonging to 8 officials
across the state, have found dis-
proportionate assets worth Rs
31.11 crore. Lokayukta officials
said in a statement.

8 cases were registered in the
Lokayukta regarding govern-
ment officials of Karnataka Lo-
kayukta Police Division Benga-
luru Urban-2, Bengaluru Ru-
ral-1, Davangere-3, Kalabura-
gi-1 and Chikkamagaluru Lo-
kayukta police station having
disproportionate assets beyond
their known sources of income.
In this regard, the Lokayukta
police conducted raids and in-
spected and found assets worth
a total of Rs 31.11 crore belong-

BENGALURU

Amid reports of a growing
num ber of pregnant women
falling prey to unqualified
practitioners posing as gynae-
cologists in Bengaluru’s out-
skirts and suburban areas, the
Bengaluru Urban Zilla Pan-
chayat has directed the Health
Department to intensify action
against such individuals.
“Unqualified practitioners
masquerading as gynaecolo-
gists are allegedly adminis-
tering unauthorised treat-
ment in several parts of the

district, putting the lives of
mothers and newborns at seri-
ous risk during childbirth;” said
R Yatheesh, Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the Bengalu-
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ing to 8 government officials.
Lokayukta officials shared in-
formation about this through a
publication.

SL Rajanna, Additional Di-
rector, Urban Planning, Karna-
taka Housing Board, Kaveri
Bhavan, Bengaluru, Raids on 5
sites Rs 7.10 crore.

MB Udaya Kumar, Assistant
Executive Engineer, BESCOM
C-07 Sub-Division, Yelahanka,
Bangalore, Raid on 4 places Rs
3.90 crore, PN Harshavardhan
P. N, Deputy Conservator of

Fake gynaecologists under Health dept scanner

BENGALURU

ru Urban ZP.

Chairing the quarterly Dis-
trict-level Coordination Com-
mittee meeting of the National
Child Health Programme
(RBSK), ASHA Monitoring
and Grievance Redressal, and
NPPCF programme, he direct-
ed the Health Department to
constitute a special team to in-
spect private gynaecology clin-
ics across the district and initi-
ate legal action against unqual-
ified practitioners.

According to officials, many
such practitioners are gradu-
ates of ayurveda or homeopa-

Forests, Davangere. Raids on 4
sides Rs. 2.70 crore, Siddeshwar :
N Hebbal, Chief Technical En- :
gineer, NWKRTC, Hubballi. :
Raid on 3 places Rs 2.61 crore, :
Sanna Kenchappa, Superinten-
dent Engineer, KRDL, Belgaum.
Raid on 5 sites Rs. 2.54 crore,
LA Krishna Nayak, Secretary, :
Bayaluseema Development !
Board, Chitradurga. Raid on 4 :
places Rs 2.57 crores, Manik S :
Kanakatte, Superintending En-
gineer, Public Works Depart-
ment, Kalaburagi Division, Kala- !
buragi. Raids at 5 places Rs 4.94 !
crores, KS Mohan, Assistant Con-
servator of Forests, Chikkamaga- :
luru Sub-Division, Jinkevana,
Kadur Road, Chikkamagaluru
District. Raids at 5 places, Rs

3.62 crore.

Insta friendship ends in tragedy:
Woman killed, live-in partner held

. CHNEWS

¢ A shocking murder case has
. come to light,
i 20-year-old woman was al-
¢ legedly strangled to death by
. her live-in partner following a
i personal dispute inside their
i rented house in Malleswaram.
ment, loading and unloading, :
i Anusha (20), and the accused,
¢ Sharath (25), were both na-
. tives of Sakleshpur in Hassan
i district. According to prelim-
¢ inary information, the two
‘ had become acquainted
i through Instagram and later
i entered into a live-in relation-

any attempt to cross safety bar- : ship.

where a

The victim, identified as

Sharath, who worked as a

i water tanker driver, and Anu-
minimum viewing distance of :
i in a house at Thayappa Gar-
i den in Malleswaram for the
¢ past six months. Police sourc-
i es indicate that the couple had
¢ experienced frequent dis-
© agreements even before the
i incident. Investigators have
sponsive to commands by vet- :
erinarians, mahouts and camp
authorities can be presented :
before visitors.Elephants show-
ing signs of aggression, stress, |

sha had been living together

No relief for
BDA secy
on KIC rap

BENGALURU

The High Court has refused
to interfere with disciplinary
action recommended by
Karnataka Information
Commission (KIC) against
CL Shivakumar, Secretary of
Bangalore Development Au-
thority (BDA) and also an
appellate authority under
RTT Act. Shivakumar chal-
lenged the two orders passed
by KIC, first, passed in Janu-
ary 2026 imposing Rs 25,000
as cost for failure to furnish
the information; second, in
February 2026, recommend-
ing disciplinary action
against him. The petitioner
argued he took charge as
BDA Secretary on May 8,
2025, and the order directing
providing information pre-
ceded that date. Rejecting his
argument, Justice Suraj Gov-
indaraj pointed out from
May 8, 2025, till KIC passed
the orders, there was suffi-
cient time available for Shi-
vakumar to take action in
terms of the earlier direc-
tions. Hence, his conduct
cannot be approved of.

thy. Especially in rural areas,
people do not know the differ-
ence between an MBBS doctor
and a BAMS or BHMS doctor.
Duri ng emergencies, they of-
ten go to the first clinic they
find. So far, we have not had
any untoward incidents, and
we want to ensure it stays that
way, a senior official said. Yath-
eesh also instructed ASHAs,
who regularly visit households,
to document the dietary pat-
terns of pregnant women and
new mothers in Bengaluru Ur-
ban district over the next three
months and submit a compre-

hensive report.

The direction follows a recent :
report submitted by the CEO of
Mandya district, which found
that nutrient-deficient dietary !
habits were widespread and
could be contributing to poor
infant health and malnutrition. :
He said such a report woul d
help the department design tar-
geted awareness campaigns and |
¢ noticed a white iPhone inside

He also called for coordinated :
efforts across departments to
reduce reliance on groundwater !
for drinking water as part of flu-

nutritional interventions.

orosis prevention measures.

learned that Anusha was nei-
ther studying nor employed at
the time. Information gath-
ered so far suggests that she
had no parents and was sur-
vived by an elder sister. Resi-
dents familiar with the couple
reportedly told police that
Sharath used to take care of
household chores, including
washing clothes and utensils.

Police inquiries have re-
vealed that the couple had ar-
gued on multiple occasions in
the past. Following one such
dispute, Anusha had reported-
ly returned to Sakleshpur and
stayed there for some time.
However, Sharath is said to
have brought her back to Ben-
galuru just two days before the
fatal incident.

According to investigators,
another argument broke out
between the two shortly after
her return. During the alterca-
tion, Sharath allegedly stran-
gled Anusha, leading to her
death.

The incident reportedly
took place on Saturday night
at their residence in
Malleswaram. However, the
matter came to light only later
when Sharath informed a law-
yer about what had happened
on Monday. The lawyer im-
mediately alerted the police,
following which personnel
from the Sheshadripuram Po-
lice Station visited the location
and conducted an inspection.
Based on the findings, police
registered a case and launched
a search operation. Sharath
was subsequently traced and
taken into custody. He has
since been arrested and is cur-
rently being subjected to de-
tailed questioning as part of
the ongoing investigation.

Following legal formalities,
Anusha’s body was handed
over to her family members.
Police are continuing their in-
vestigation to establish the
complete sequence of events
surrounding the incident.

Man tries to get free 5G upgrade,
ends up with Rs 15 lakh loan

. BENGALURU

¢ A 50-year-old private firm em-
i ployee was duped by a cyber
¢ fraudster posing as an executive
¢ of a telecom service provider
i company who offered to up-
. grade his 4G sim to 5G.

By converting the sim into an

i e-sim, the fraudster hacked the
¢ victim’s email, mobile number
¢ and bank account. A Rs 15 lakh
¢ loan was fraudulently obtained
: through the victim’s bank ac-
¢ count, and Rs 2.1 lakh was si-
¢ phoned off in just 30 minutes.

According to the complaint

. filed by the person, a resident of
¢ Victoria Layout, the incident
i happened on June 13 when he
: received a call from a mobile
¢ number around 3 pm. The call-
. er claimed to be an executive of
i atelecom service provider com-
¢ pany and offered to upgrade the
: victim’s mobile connection
i from a 4G to a 5G sim, the per-
¢ son said.

The fraudsters collected the

. Embedded Identity Document
¢ (EID) number and converted
i his mobile number into an
i e-sim. Soon after, the fraudster
¢ gained control of the victim’s
i email account, mobile number
¢ and banking credentials.The
¢ fraudster subsequently ob-

tamed a loan of Rs 15 lakh in
the victim’s name through his
bank account without his
knowledge.

Of the sanctioned amount,
Rs 14.6 lakh was credited to the
victims account, and almost Rs
2.2 lakh was siphoned off by
3.30pm.

Realising that his account
had been compromised, the
victim complained to the cyber
helpline and bank. On June 15,
he approached the central cyber
crime police and lodged a com-
plaint.

A senior officer said while
converting his physical sim to
an e-sim, the individual has an
option to select the device.

The fraudsters took advan-
tage of this option and selected
their device to convert and ac-
tivate the e-sim. They also
hacked the banking credentials
and took an instant loan from
the bank. Before they siphoned
off the entire loan amount, the
victim realised it was a fraud
and filed a complaint.

Woman spots iPhone in PG
bathroorn vent, neighbour questioned

A private firm employee’s alert-
ness helped uncover an alleged
attempt to secretly record wom-
en in the bathroom of a paying
guest accommodation in
Bhoganahalli near Bellandur.
The woman, who has been re-
siding at a co-living PG for the
past two months, told police
that at 4.30 pm on June 14, she

the bathroom air vent. Suspect-
ing that someone was recording
her, she left the bathroom and
alerted the PG caretaker.

The caretaker knocked on

the door of a room adjacent to
the complainant’s room and the
person who came out denied
any wrongdoing.

However, during further
questioning, he admitted to
have placed his phone on the
bathroom vent, Roopa told po-
lice. The suspect was brought to
Bellandur police station, where
his mobile phone was exam-
ined.

An officer said, “We didn’t
find the complainant’s bathing
video on his phone. There is a
possibility that he deleted the
video or she spotted the phone
before he recorded anything”
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Walk-ininterview
announced
in Udupi

Udupi
A walk-in interview has
been scheduled on June 18
for multiple job roles at
Manipal Payment Identity
Solutions in Udupi, Karna-
taka. The recruitment drive
is being conducted by Ma-
nipal Payment and Identity
Solutions, located in Mani-
pal region. Candidates will
be selected through direct
interviews for various posi-
tions as part of the com-
pany’s hiring process. Ap-
plicants are advised to at-
tend the interview with up-
dated resumes, education-
al certificates, and valid
identity proof. The compa-
ny is known for its work in
payment solutions, smart
cards, and identity security
services. Officials said the
hiring drive aims to
strengthen operational
teams and expand work-
force capacity in the Udu-
pi-Manipal region. Interest-
ed candidates are encour-
aged to reach the venue on
time for the selection
process.

Harnika passes
away after fever
treatment

Bantwal
A five-year-old girl named
Harnika from Aneja in Alli-
pade, Bantwal, died after
suffering from a brief
illness. She had developed
fever on Saturday and was
admitted to a hospital in
Mangaluru following medi-
cal advice. Despite treat-
ment, her condition wors-
ened and she did not re-
spond to care. Doctors re-
portedly noted sodium
and potassium deficiency
as a contributing factor to
her deteriorating health.
Harnika was a UKG stu-
dent at SVS Devala School
and had been active at
school just days earlier.
The child had previously
recovered from injuries in
an auto-rickshaw accident
earlier this year. Her death
has left the family and
community in deep grief.

127 sand loads
seizedinillegal
mining case

Mangaluru
Mangaluru police have
seized 127 loads of illegally
stored sand and registered
a case against two individ-
vals, Anvith and Rajendra
Menda. The sand was al-
legedly extracted unlaw-
fully from the Phalguni riv-
er and stored at multiple
locations in Mogaru village
for sale without a valid li-
cence. Acting on credible
information, Bajpe police
conducted a raid under in-
spector Balakrishna’s su-
pervision. They found large
quantities of sand stored
at different spots, includ-
ing roadside areas, a hill-
ock, and near Seetharama
Bhajana Mandir. All stock-
piles were seized in the
presence of witnesses.
The estimated value of
the seized sand is about
"6.35 lakh. Police said the
accused had not paid roy-
alty to the government
and were engaging inille-
gal extraction and sale. A
case has been registered,
and further investigation is
in progress.
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Mudipu taluk hospital plan
announced by Minister Khader

Mudipu taluk hospital announced to improve healthcare access and
strengthen medical infrastructure in Dakshina Kannada region.

MANGALURU

Karnataka Assembly Speaker
U. T. Khader has announced
the construction of a new ta-
luk hospital in Mudipu, aimed
at strengthening healthcare
infrastructure in the region
and improving access to med-
ical services for local resi-
dents.

Speaking at a public event
in Mudipu, Khader said that
the government is committed
to expanding healthcare facil-
ities in rural and semi-urban
areas, with a focus on ensur-
ing timely and affordable
treatment. He emphasized
that better health infrastruc-
ture is essential for the overall
development of Dakshina
Kannada district.

The proposed taluk hospi-
tal is expected to serve resi-

( M; VORI SORET ST SRRT)

dents of Mudipu and sur-
rounding areas, which cur-
rently depend on hospitals in
Mangaluru and nearby local-
ities for advanced treatment.
Officials said the facility will
help reduce patient load on
city hospitals and improve
emergency care response in
the region.

Khader noted that health
infrastructure development
has been a key priority, with

ongoing efforts to upgrade
primary health centres and
community hospitals across
the constituency. The initia-
tive is also aligned with the
state’s broader goal of decen-
tralizing healthcare services.

Local residents and com-
munity representatives have
welcomed the announcement,
stating that the new hospital
will significantly benefit rural
populations, especially in

terms of maternal care, emer-
gency services, and special-
ized treatments.

Over the past few years, the
government has been focusing
on strengthening the health-
care network in coastal Kar-
nataka through new hospital
projects, upgrades to existing
facilities, and recruitment of
medical staff.

Officials added that further
details regarding the hospital’s
capacity, funding, and time-
line will be announced after
the completion of the plan-
ning and approval process.

The announcement is seen
as part of a broader push to
improve public health infra-
structure in underserved re-
gions, ensuring that quality
medical care is accessible clos-
er to people’s homes.

‘One Plant with
Parents’ initiative
held at Basri School

KARKALA

A special environmental
awareness programme titled
“One Plant with Parents” was
organised at Government
Higher Primary School Basri
Bailoor, aiming to promote
environmental responsibility
among students and their
families.

The initiative encouraged
students to plant saplings
along with their parents, sym-
bolising shared responsibility
in nurturing nature and build-
ing a greener future. School
staff said the programme was
designed to strengthen the
bond between parents and
children while also instilling
eco-friendly values from an
early age.

Teachers explained that
each student was assigned a
sapling to plant and care for at
home, with guidance from
parents to ensure its growth.
The activity also included
brief awareness sessions on the
importance of trees in main-
taining ecological balance, im-
proving air quality, and com-
bating climate change.

School authorities noted
that such initiatives help stu-
dents understand environ-
mental conservation in a
practical way rather than just
through classroom learning.
Parents who participated ap-
preciated the effort, saying it
created a meaningful learning
experience outside traditional
academics.

The programme is part of a
broader effort by schools in
the region to integrate envi-
ronmental education into dai-
ly student life through hands-
on activities, cleanliness
drives, and community partic-
ipation.

Teachers added that similar
initiatives are planned in the
coming months to further en-
courage sustainable habits
among students and strength-
en community involvement in
school-led environmental
projects.

Officials said that involving
parents in such activities in-
creases awareness at the
household level and helps en-
sure long-term impact, as
children are more likely to
continue eco-friendly practic-
es at home when guided by
their families.

Sharavathi pumped storage project faces protests over environmental
concerns, legality issues, and Western Ghats ecologlcal impact fears.

Sharavathi Pumped Storage Project
faces strong environmental opp051t10n

SHIVAMOGGA

Strong opposition has
emerged against the proposed
Sharavathi Pumped Storage
Project, with environmental
groups and activists urging
the Central Government not
to grant any clearance for the
project, citing serious ecolog-
ical concerns in the Western
Ghats region.

Representatives of the Rash-
trabhakthara Balaga and the
“Namma Parisarakagi” com-
mittee said they have submit-
ted a letter to the Prime Min-
ister, requesting that the proj-
ect be stopped immediately.
They argue that the initiative
poses a major threat to the
tragile ecosystem of the Shar-
avathi valley and the larger
Western Ghats biodiversity
hotspot.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, group convener K. S.
Eshwarappa alleged that the
state government is attempt-
ing to implement the project
in haste, despite legal and en-
vironmental objections. He
pointed out that the High
Court has already issued a
stay order and questioned the
validity of proceeding with
tenders without a detailed
project report (DPR).

Activists claimed that the
project has undergone signif-
icant cost escalations, report-
edly increasing from around
33,500 crore to ¥10,500 crore,
raising concerns about trans-
parency and planning. They
also alleged that necessary ap-
provals from wildlife and en-
vironmental authorities have
not been fully secured before

@

Eshwarappa criticises Priyank Kharge
over RSS remarks statement

K S Eshwarappa criticised Karnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge over remarks on Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh, saying those spreading misinformation
against RSS will face consequences. He questioned
Kharge’s demand for RSS registration details and
called him irresponsible, accusing him of making
statements for publicity. K S Eshwarappa defended
RSS, stating it has a long history and numerous affili-
ated organisations. He alleged selective targeting and
asked why other organisations are not questioned.
He suggested legal action if required instead of public
comments. He also remarked that Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Indira Gandhi had not
been able to impact RSS over time period.

awarding contracts.

Environmental groups ar-
gue that large-scale infra-
structure development in the
Western Ghats could lead to
irreversible damage to forests,
wildlife habitats, and river
ecosystems. They stressed that
any such project must under-
go rigorous scientific evalua-
tion before execution.

The opposition also recalled
earlier communications where
state leadership had sought
central approval, while ques-
tioning the pressure being ex-
erted on regulatory authori-
ties despite ongoing legal pro-

ceedings.

As part of their protest, ac-
tivists have announced a ma-
jor demonstration on June 28
in Sagar and Kargal. Nearly
2,500 environmental support-
ers are expected to participate
in the rally, which will begin
from Shubhamangala Com-
munity Hall and proceed to
key locations, including KPC
offices.

Organisers said the protest
aims to highlight ecological
risks and demand a complete
halt to the project until com-
prehensive environmental and
legal clearances are ensured.

O ibcworldnews.com

AAP demands
scientific review of
Yettinahole project

MANGALURU

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has called for a comprehen-
sive scientific survey of the
Yettinahole Project, raising
concerns over its long-term
environmental and ecological
impact on the water-scarce
regions of Karnataka.

The demand comes amid
ongoing debates over the proj-
ect’s feasibility and its ability
to meet the drinking water
needs of drought-prone dis-
tricts such as Chikkaballapura
and Kolar. The party has
urged the government to reas-
sess the project using updated
hydrological data and inde-
pendent environmental stud-
ies before proceeding with
further expansion or imple-
mentation phases.

AAP leaders argued that
large-scale water diversion
projects must be backed by
transparent scientific assess-
ments to ensure sustainability
and prevent unintended eco-
logical damage. They stressed
that river ecosystems, ground-
water levels, and forest regions
in the Western Ghats must be
carefully studied before mak-
ing irreversible interventions.

The party also highlighted
concerns raised by environ-
mental experts and local com-
munities regarding the poten-
tial reduction in downstream
water flow, which could affect
biodiversity and the liveli-
hoods of people dependent on
river systems. They said that
any major infrastructure proj-
ect involving inter-basin
transfer should prioritize eco-
logical balance alongside hu-

AAP demands scientific
review of Yettinahole
project, citing
environmental concerns,
water security issues,
and need for updated
hydrological assessment
before implementation
decisions.

man water requirements.

Officials and activists sup-
porting the demand have sug-
gested that a neutral expert
committee be formed to con-
duct a fresh impact assess-
ment using modern data col-
lection techniques, including
satellite mapping and long-
term rainfall analysis. They
believe that earlier studies
may not fully reflect current
climate variability and chang-
ing monsoon patterns.

The Yettinahole project, de-
signed to divert water from
west-flowing rivers to eastern
districts of Karnataka, has
been under discussion for sev-
eral years and remains a sub-
ject of political and environ-
mental debate.

AAP reiterated that sus-
tainable water management
should be the guiding princi-
ple and that scientific valida-
tion is essential to ensure
both environmental protec-
tion and equitable water dis-
tribution for drought-atfect-
ed regions.

Three rowdy-sheeters arrested
under KCOCA in Kodagu

MADIKERI

Police in Kodagu have arrest-
ed three rowdy-sheeters under
the stringent Karnataka Con-
trol of Organised Crimes Act,
marking a continued crack-
down on organised criminal
networks in the district.

According to police offi-
cials, the arrests were made as
part of intensified operations
targeting habitual offenders
involved in serious criminal
activities. The accused have
been identified as individuals
with prior records linked to
rowdy activities and repeated
offences, prompting authori-
ties to invoke provisions of the
anti-organised crime law.

Superintendent of Police R.
N. Bindu Mani said the action
is part of a broader strategy to
curb organised crime and pre-
vent the accused from con-
tinuing illegal operations. She
noted that surveillance and
intelligence-based policing
have been strengthened to
track such elements more ef-
fectively.

The use of KCOCA is con-
sidered a strong legal mea-

sure, allowing police to take
stricter action against repeat
offenders and dismantle or-
ganised criminal networks.
Officials said this helps ensure
better public safety and reduc-
es the influence of criminal
gangs in the region.

The arrests come amid a se-
ries of similar enforcement
actions across Karnataka,
where authorities have in-
creasingly relied on special
laws to deal with habitual of-
fenders and organised crime
groups. In recent months, sev-
eral rowdy-sheeters have been
detained or externed under
preventive legal provisions.

Police added that further
investigation is underway to
determine the involvement of
the accused in other pending
cases and possible connec-
tions with larger criminal
networks operating in the
region.

Officials reiterated that
strict action will continue
against those attempting to
disturb public order, and pre-
ventive measures will be in-
tensified to maintain peace
and safety in Kodagu district.

"40 LAKH ROAD WORK LAUNCHED IN KAMBLA WARD

MANGALURU

Development works worth
340 lakh have been launched
on Ware House Road in the
29th Kambla Ward under the
Mangaluru City Corporation,
aimed at improving local road
infrastructure and easing
commuter movement.

The foundation stone for

KASARAGOD

A city forest initiative under
the Social Forestry Depart-
ment is emerging as a key
eco-tourism attraction in
Kasaragod, with the develop-
ment of a mangrove plantation
area at Pallam Kasaba being
transformed into a major
green destination.

The Pallam Mangrove Plan-
tation, spread across 21 hect-
ares near the Pallam bridge, is

being developed under the
urban forest concept to pro-
mote nature-friendly tourism
within the city limits. Officials
said the initiative aims to con-
vert a previously degraded and
polluted area into a thriving
green space.

Earlier used as a dumping
ground affected by waste accu-
mulation and wastewater is-
sues, the region has now been
revitalized through systematic
mangrove plantation efforts.

Authorities said the transfor-
mation has significantly im-
proved the environmental con-
dition of the area while also
enhancing its aesthetic and
ecological value.

the project was laid under the
leadership of MLA Vedavyasa
Kamath, who said the initia-
tive has been taken up based
on long-pending demands
from residents of the area.
He assured that the road
development work will be
completed at the earliest and
urged citizens to cooperate
during the construction peri-

Urban forest prOJect boosts sustalnable tourism in Kasaragod

The urban forest project is
part of a broader development
initiative aimed at promoting
sustainable tourism and im-
proving urban biodiversity.
The site is being designed to

od, despite possible tempo-
rary inconveniences. The
MLA emphasized that im-
proving basic civic infrastruc-
ture remains a key priority for
the constituency.

The project is expected to
upgrade connectivity in Kam-
bla Ward, where residents
have faced issues related to
road condition and traffic

movement. Officials said the
development will include
strengthening and resurfacing
of the existing road to ensure
smoother transportation.
Local leaders, including for-
mer corporators and commu-
nity representatives, attended
the ceremony and welcomed
the initiative. They expressed
hope that the project would

significantly improve daily
commuting and overall acces-
sibility in the locality.

Residents of the ward also
participated in the event, ac-
knowledging the need for bet-
ter infrastructure and appre-
ciating the commencement of
long-awaited development
work.

attract visitors while also serv-
ing as a model for ecological
restoration in urban settings.

To maintain cleanliness and
prevent dumping of waste,
CCTV cameras have been in-
stalled at key points, and strict
enforcement measures are be-
ing implemented by the Forest
Department. A dedicated en-
forcement team has also been
formed to monitor violations
and take action against offend-
ers.

A review visit was recently
conducted by district officials
led by the District Collector,
along with representatives
from the municipal adminis-
tration and various depart-
ments. The team assessed on-
going development works and
discussed future expansion
plans for the project.

Proposed facilities under the
project include ticket counters,
parking areas, walkways, cafe-
terias, lighting systems, and

boating facilities to enhance
visitor experience. The munic-
ipality is also planning a small
children’s park within the for-
est area to further attract fam-
ilies.

Officials said the project re-
flects a growing focus on inte-
grating environmental conser-
vation with tourism develop-
ment, aiming to create sustain-
able urban recreational spaces
while preserving ecological
balance.
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Bodies of two drowned
youths recovered in
coast

Kasargod
The bodies of two
20-year-old youths who
drowned off Red Moon
Beach in Pallikkara,
Kasargod, have been re-
covered from the Chithari
river. The deceased have
been identified as Appu T
Abraham from
Changanassery and
Ankith Balu from Chi-
ranchira Pathanthara.
The incident occurred
two days earlier when
the group of friends en-
tered the sea and were
swept away by strong
currents. Despite search
operations by the Coast
Guard and Bekal police,
they could not be traced
immediately. Their bodies
were later found in the
river. After post-mortem
procedures at the district
government hospital, the
remains were handed
over to the families and
taken to their native plac-
es for final rites.

Muharram celebrations
banned in two villages
of Vijayapura

Vijayapura
In a move aimed at main-
taining law and order, Vi-
jayapura Deputy Com-
missioner and District
Magistrate Dr. Anand K.
has issued prohibitory or-
ders banning the celebra-
tion of Muharram in two
villages of the district
from June 17 to June 26.
According to official or-
ders, Muharram celebra-
tions have been prohibit-
ed in Kalakeri village of
Talikoti taluk and Hona-
vada village of Tikota ta-
luk. The restrictions have
been imposed as a pre-
cautionary measure to
prevent any disturbance
to public peace and to
ensure communal har-
mony during the period.
The district administra-
tion stated that the deci-
sion was taken consider-
ing the prevailing law-
and-order situation and in
the interest of maintain-
ing peace in the affected
villages. Authorities have
appealed to residents to
cooperate with the ad-
ministration and adhere
to the orders issued by
the District Magistrate. Vi-
olation of the prohibitory
orders will invite legal ac-
tion under the relevant
provisions of law.

Applications invited
for supervisor postsin
library centres

Shivamogga
The Shivamogga district
administration has invited
applications for 14 Super-
visor posts in Grama
Panchayat Aaruva
(knowledge/library) cen-
tres across the district. A
total of 258 such centres
have been established, of
which 14 posts are cur-
rently vacant. The vacan-
cies are spread across
several taluks, including
Tirthahalli, Sagar, Bhadra-
vati, Hosanagara, Soraba,
Shikaripura, and Shiva-
mogga.
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Minister Yathindrareviews Mysuru

civicissues and improvements

Minister raised concerns over shop rent hikes, asking officials to reduce rates; current rates remain lower than PWD rates

BENGALURU

Urban Development Minister
Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah
held a meeting with officials
of Mysuru City Corporation
and Mysuru Development
Authority in Bengaluru and
reviewed important civic is-
sues affecting the city.
During the meeting, the
minister stressed the need to
protect Mysuru’s reputation as
one of the cleanest cities by
improving cleanliness, solid
waste management, and pub-
lic services. He said proper
garbage segregation and effec-
tive underground drainage
works are essential to main-
tain the city’s image, especial-
ly during the Dasara festival
when tourists from across In-
dia and abroad visit Mysuru.

A

The minister also discussed
concerns regarding the in-
crease in rent for corpora-
tion-owned shops. He said a
sudden increase of nearly ten
times would create a heavy
burden for traders and in-
structed officials to examine
the possibility of reducing the
revised rates. Officials ex-
plained that the current rates

A

Y

..

were fixed after a long gap
and were still lower compared
to the Public Works Depart-
ment rates.

Dr. Siddaramaiah reviewed
lake development projects and
instructed officials to prevent
sewage from entering water
bodies. He suggested chang-
ing sewage routes or ensuring
proper treatment before re-

leasing water to protect the
lakes.

The minister directed offi-
cials to provide better facilities
for municipal workers and fo-
cus on the welfare of their fam-
ilies. He said the 24.1 percent
grant should give priority to
the education of children of
civic workers, including sup-
port for school admission ex-
penses. Officials informed that
a major portion of the grant is
being used for worker welfare
and public development activ-
ities.

Road development works
were also discussed, including
white topping and asphalt
projects. Officials informed
that several important roads
are currently being improved.

The minister further in-
structed urban development

authorities to conduct meet-
ings regularly every month to
ensure timely decisions and
better public services. He also
asked officials to review the
pricing of CA plots, as the cur-
rent rates are affecting sales.

Officials informed that 158
houses have been completed
under the Pourakarmikar Gri-
ha Bhagya Scheme. The min-
ister directed authorities to
organize a house allocation
programme soon.The meeting
was attended by senior offi-
cials, including district admin-
istration representatives, mu-
nicipal corporation officials,
public works department offi-
cers, and water supply board
officials. The discussions fo-
cused on making Mysuru
cleaner, better planned, and
more citizen-friendly.

O ibcworldnews.com

Ramanagara
begins major urban
development
projects

RAMANAGARA

Municipal Corporation Presi-
dent K. Sheshadri launched
development works worth Rs 3
crore under the Chief Minister’s
Urban Development Scheme to
improve basic facilities across
the city.

The foundation stone was
laid for road, drainage and lift
installation works in areas in-
cluding Ambedkar Nagar,
Gandhi Nagar, Ambedkar Bha-
van, Aizur and Yarab Nagar.
Speaking after the ceremony,
Sheshadri said the Municipal
Corporation is committed to
strengthening infrastructure
and providing better facilities to
residents.

He said several wards, in-
cluding Yarab Nagar, Tipu
Nagar, Mehboob Nagar and
wards 1, 2, 27 and 30, require
improved civic facilities. Devel-
opment works are being taken
up in phases based on public
needs and priority areas.

Contribution matters more
than tenure: K. J. P. Hegde

UDUPI

Former minister K. Jay-
aprakash Hegde said that the
effectiveness of a Prime Min-
ister should be judged by con-
tributions to the nation rather
than the length of time spent
in office, while addressing a
press conference in Udupi.

Speaking during a media
interaction linked to a Con-
gress awareness campaign on
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, he
made critical remarks about
the current voter list revision
process and its possible im-
pact on eligible voters.

Hegde stated that since the
era of Jawaharlal Nehru, India
has seen the creation of key
institutions such as IITs, pub-
lic sector enterprises, and ad-
vancements in atomic energy.

He argued that leadership

should be evaluated based on
long-term nation-building
outcomes.

He also criticized the cen-
tral government, alleging that
it failed to deliver on promises
such as generating two crore
jobs annually. He said welfare
schemes introduced by state
governments, including Kar-
nataka’s guarantee pro-
grammes, were responses to
economic challenges faced by
citizens.

On electoral reforms, he ex-
pressed concern that the SIR
exercise could lead to deletion
of eligible voters from elector-
al rolls. Congress leaders pres-
ent at the event claimed that
the process may affect voting
rights and raised questions
about the need for documen-
tation requirements.

Jayadeva Hospital clarifies patient

care and staffi

MYSURU

Dr. Dinesh, Director of Jaya-
deva Institute of Cardiovascu-
lar Sciences and Research,
Bengaluru said that the Jaya-
deva Hospital receives be-
tween 600 and 800 patients
every day, of whom nearly 20
percent arrive in critical con-
dition. The primary objective
of the institution is to provide
treatment and save lives. Pa-
tients are admitted based on
medical necessity, and the
hospital never prioritizes fi-
nancial considerations over
patient care.

He addressed a press con-
ference here on Wednesday
and clarified concerns regard-
ing patient care, staffing, and
recent reports about treat-
ment outcomes. “Our institu-
tion does not look at a pa-
tient’s financial status before
treatment. We first provide
the necessary medical care.
The doctors here work with
complete dedication to the
profession”.

Referring to the recent cases
involving 11 patients, Dr.
Dinesh explained that all of
them had suffered severe
heart attacks and were admit-
ted after the crucial “golden
hour” period had already
passed. These patients were
not admitted on the same day
but were treated in the Inten-
sive Care Unit with continu-
ous medical supervision. All
11 patients were elderly and
had arrived in extremely crit-
ical condition after battling
for survival before reaching
the hospital. Many of them
were also suffering from addi-
tional complications such as
diabetes. In such circumstanc-
es, the chances of survival are
generally very low, estimated
at around 9 percent.

Rejects allegations

Dr. Dinesh strongly rejected
allegations of a shortage of
doctors at the hospital, de-
scribing such claims as false
and misleading. He clarified
that there is no shortage of
doctors in our hospital. Jaya-

deva has earned an interna-
tional reputation for excel-
lence in cardiac care. Some
inaccurate reports have been
circulated, but they do not re-
flect the reality. The hospital
currently has 40 doctors, in-
cluding 24 cardiologists, 10
anesthesiologists, one cardiac
surgeon, and 10 postgraduate
doctors.

He acknowledged that pa-
tient numbers have increased
since last summer, creating a
need for an additional 5 to 8
percent medical staff. A re-
cruitment process to fill 24
doctor vacancies across the
state is currently underway.

The State Government has
also approved an expansion of

ng concerns

200 additional beds for the
hospital, including 60 ICU
beds, which is expected to sig-
nificantly strengthen patient
care facilities.

Sub-centre in Chamara-
janagarLooking ahead, Dr.
Dinesh announced that a Jaya-
deva Sub-Centre will be estab-
lished in Chamarajanagar dis-
trict within the next two
months. Similar sub-centres
are planned in other surround-
ing districts to improve access
to specialized cardiac care.

Reiterating the hospital’s
commitment, he said, “Wheth-
er a patient has money or not,
Jayadeva Hospital’s foremost
priority is to provide treatment
and save lives”

Greens tlays Felling of over 30 trees
near Kukkarahalli railway crossing

MYSURU

The environmental organiza-
tion “Parisarakkaagi Naavu”
has strongly condemned the
Railway Department for al-
legedly cutting down more
than 30 trees of various spe-
cies along the railway tracks
near the railway level crossing
close to Kukkarahalli Lake in
Mysuru.

A team of members from
the organization visited the
site on Wednesday and ex-
pressed outrage after witness-
ing the indiscriminate felling
of several large trees estimated
to be between 15 and 40 years
old. The team demanded
strict action against those re-
sponsible for the destruction.

The organization stated that
railway regulations permit the

pruning of tree branches and
the removal of dried trees that
pose a threat to railway oper-
ations, passenger safety, or
overhead electrical lines, sub-
ject to permission from the
Forest Department. However,
it alleged that several healthy
and mature trees located at a
considerable distance from
the railway tracks had been
cut down without obtaining
the required approval from
the Forest Department.
According to the organiza-
tion, the felling of these trees
reflects negligence and a vio-
lation of legal procedures. It
urged the Forest Department
to initiate appropriate action
against the Railway Depart-
ment officials and staff re-
sponsible, under the provi-
sions of the Tree Protection

Act.

The organization also called
upon the Divisional Railway
Manager, Mysuru Division,
South Western Railway, to
conduct a departmental in-
quiry into the incident and
take disciplinary action
against the officials and staff
involved in what it described
as an irresponsible act and
dereliction of duty.

The organization empha-
sized that at a time when
global warming and climate
change are having severe im-
pacts on humans and all living
beings, every tree is valuable.
It noted that there is an urgent
need to plant and nurture
more trees rather than destroy
existing ones. Citing Article
51A(g) of the Constitution of
India, which makes environ-

mental protection a funda-
mental duty of every citizen,
the organization urged the
Railway Department to dis-
charge its responsibilities with
greater environmental aware-
ness.The delegation from
“Parisarakkaagi Naavu” that
visited the site included State
General Secretary Parashur-
amegowda, active members
Prof. Kalachannegowda, Leela
Shivakumar, Prof. Shyamala,
Vishwanath, Bhanu
Prashanth, Sudheer Ganapa-
thi, Sindhuvalli Akbar, Gu-
ruswamy, Hosahundi Krishna,
Ganesh, Om Shivacharan,
Sarthak, and Mahanthesh.
Also present at the site were
DRFO Sanjeev K. Patil and
Forest Patrol Staff member
Nagaraj.

PU TOPPERS FETED WITH MERIT
AWARDS AT JSS COLLEGE

MYSURU

JSS Women’s Pre-University
College organized a Merit
Award Ceremony to honour
students who secured out-
standing results in the 2025-
26 Second PUC Annual Ex-
amination in Mysuru on
Wednesday.

The chief guest, Ms. T.
Ramya, Deputy Commission-
er of the Commercial Taxes
Department, Mysuru, pre-
sented the merit awards and
shared her experiences with
the students.

Addressing the gathering,
she said that students today
face numerous challenges, but
success is achievable through
clear goals and determination.
She emphasized the impor-
tance of guidance from teach-
ers and support from parents
while choosing academic and
career paths. The students
must make constructive use of

mobile phones and social me-
dia, especially for gathering
information and preparing for
competitive examinations.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Prof. Morabada
Mallikarjuna, Director of the
College Education Division of
JSS Mahavidyapeetha, high-
lighted the importance of ac-
ademic excellence in shaping
a successful future and said
while securing high ranks is
common in Science and Com-
merce streams, the remark-
able performance of students
in the Arts stream this year
was particularly noteworthy.

He stressed the importance
of remembering and appreci-
ating those who inspire and
motivate individuals to
achieve success. Referring to a
moral story, he encouraged
students to remain focused
until they accomplish their
goals.

Minister Dr Patil backs Jayadeva doctors amid death rumours

MYSURU

Seeking to quell public anxi-
ety over reports of eleven
deaths at Sri Jayadeva Institute
of Cardiovascular Sciences
and Research, Mysuru, Medi-
cal Education Minister Dr.
Sharan Prakash Patil categor-
ically ruled out any negligence
on the part of doctors and as-
sured that the mortality rate at
the institute remains within
the national average.

The Minister visited the
hospital on Wednesday after
social media and media re-
ports triggered concern

among citizens regarding the
deaths reported within a 24-
hour period. Addressing the
media, Dr. Patil said there was
no reason for panic, explain-
ing that most of the deceased

w
patients had been admitted in
an extremely critical condi-
tion just two to three days ear-
lier. “Our doctors made every
possible effort to save them.
However, many patients were

elderly and had reached the
hospital at an advanced stage
of illness. Unfortunately, de-
spite the best treatment, not
all lives could be saved,” he
said.

Emphasising the reputation
of Jayadeva Hospital, Dr. Patil
noted that the institution has
earned national recognition
for delivering high-quality
and affordable cardiac care.
Treatment at Jayadeva costs
around 360,000, while similar
procedures in private hospi-
tals may cost nearly 32 lakh.
Creating unnecessary panic
only benefits private health-

care institutions,” he re-
marked.

The Minister urged media
organisations to seek clarifica-
tion directly from him or the
hospital administration before
publishing alarming reports.
To ensure complete transpar-
ency, he directed doctors at
the Mysuru unit to prepare
detailed mortality reports for
each deceased patient. These
reports will be submitted to
the government and inde-
pendently evaluated by a
third-party expert committee.

“The review will establish
whether any of these deaths

could have been prevented.
However, based on available
information, there is no evi-
dence of medical negligence,’
he asserted.

Decentralisation of powers

In a significant administra-
tive announcement, Dr. Patil
revealed that powers would
be decentralised within the
Jayadeva network. Medical
Superintendents of the Mysu-
ru and Kalaburagi units will
now be empowered to take
key decisions independently,
reducing dependence on the
Bengaluru headquarters and
speeding up administrative

processes.

The Minister also high-
lighted the shortage of spe-
cialist doctors and said the
government is moving to fill
vacant posts, including cardi-
ologists and cardiac surgeons.
Recruitment had been de-
layed due to issues related to
internal reservation policies,
but officials have now been
directed to prepare the neces-
sary roster and expedite ap-
pointments.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to
strengthening public health-
care, Dr.
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Water supply to face
disruption during
meter work

Udupi
Drinking water supply in
Udupi city is likely to be
affected on June 19 due
to meter change work at
the Baja Drinking Water
Plant. The work involves
replacing the cubic meter
of R.R.No. 6, which
comes under the Udupi
Municipal Corporation.
The Municipal Commis-
sioner’s Office informed
residents about the tem-
porary disruption through
an official statement. Cit-
izens have been advised
to make necessary ar-
rangements in advance
to avoid difficulties dur-
ing the supply interrup-
tion. The authorities stat-
ed that the maintenance
work is important for im-
proving the water supply
system and ensuring bet-
ter services for people.

Yoga preparations
reviewed ahead of
International Day

Mandya
Officials inspected ar-
rangements at PES Engi-
neering College Stadium
for International Yoga
Day celebrations on June
21. Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Kumar reviewed the
preparations and ensured
smooth planning for over
10,000 participants. He
directed the Health De-
partment to arrange am-
bulances, first aid facili-
ties and a blood donation
camp. Traffic control and
vehicle parking plans
were also checked during
the visit. The AYUSH De-
partment was asked to
follow guidelines careful-
ly for the event. Senior
officials including Shiva-
murthy and K. S. Vi-
jayanand attended the
inspection.

NGOs can apply for
care facility support
funds

Udupi
The Minority Welfare
Department has in-
vited proposals from
Christian NGOs for
financial assistance
under the Christian
Development Pro-
gramme. The subsi-
dy will support or-
phanages, old age
homes, and shelters
caring for HIV-infect-
ed children during
the current year. In-
terested organiza-
tions can submit
their proposals in
duplicate along with
required documents
before August 31. Of-
ficials stated that
applications will be
reviewed after verifi-
cation of details. For
further information,
organizations can
contact the District
Minority Information
Center and other ta-
luk-level centers in
Udupi district. The
department encour-
aged eligible groups
to apply and use the
scheme for improv-
ing care facilities.
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Prakash Raj shares SIT details on Dharmasthala case

Prakash Raj said he never visited Dharmasthala regarding the issue, met Veerendra Heggade once, and only sought the truth

BENGALURU

Senior actor Prakash Raj has
clarified that he spoke with
Chinnaiah, the complainant
in the Dharmasthala Burude
case, and shared the voice re-
cording of their conversation
with the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) chief. He said his
intention was only to support
a fair investigation and not to
hurt the sentiments of devo-
tees or any individual.
Addressing the media in

Bengaluru, Prakash Raj ex-
plained that Chinnaiah had
made claims about alleged se-
rial murders in Dharmasthala.
Based on those statements, he
had earlier requested the then
Chief Minister to order a de-
tailed investigation. Later, an
SIT was formed to examine
the matter.

Prakash Raj said he had
never visited Dharmasthala in
connection with the issue and
had only met Dharmadhikari
Veerendra Heggade once. He

stated that he respects the
place and the people connect-
ed with it, adding that his

concerns were only about
finding the truth.

He said a person named Gi-
rish Mattannavar had contact-
ed him and requested him to
speak with Chinnaiah. During
the conversation, Chinnaiah
allegedly spoke about the case
and said he was willing to
provide information. Prakash
Raj advised him to share all
details directly with SIT offi-
cials if the claims were true.

According to Prakash Raj,
Chinnaiah later sent a record-

ing, following which he con-
sulted his lawyer and contact-
ed SIT officials. He said the
recording was handed over to
SIT chief Pranav Mohanty,
who assured him that the
matter would be examined.
The actor also said that he
was later advised not to take
further calls from Chinnaiah
after officials spoke to him.
Prakash Raj clarified that he
did not join any protests or
make statements against
Dharmasthala, as it is a place

respected by millions of dev-
otees.

He questioned why the dis-
cussion was being linked
mainly to religious issues in-
stead of focusing on the need
for justice. He denied allega-
tions that he was involved in
any conspiracy and said some
media reports had wrongly
portrayed his statements.

Prakash Raj added that he
has always raised his voice
against social issues without
political bias.

Byadgi road widening
completed with public support

HAVERI

The work of widening the main
road in Byadgi town has been
completed successfully after
years of public demand and
planning. S.R. Patil, Vice Presi-
dent of State Guarantee
Schemes, said the support from
citizens, traders and building
owners played an important
role in completing the project
smoothly.

The Sorab-Gajendragad road
was declared a PWD road in
2008, and widening became
necessary to meet growing
needs. Farmers and traders
from different districts visit
Byadgi chilli market, causing
heavy traffic and safety issues
on the busy route.

The government started the
widening project to reduce con-
gestion and improve travel con-
ditions. Many property owners
voluntarily removed their

structures and cooperated with
authorities after receiving com-
pensation. The clearance work
was completed in about forty
days with coordination be-
tween the district administra-
tion, municipality and officials.

Patil said attention should be
given to traders who lost prop-
erties during development and
alternative arrangements
should be provided. He added
that public cooperation is es-
sential for transparent and
smooth growth of Byadgi town.
Another bypass road and ring
road are needed to handle fu-
ture traffic demands and sup-
port further development.

The project shows how coop-
eration between people and
authorities can bring positive
changes. Officials said such ini-
tiatives will help improve infra-
structure and create safer roads
for residents and visitors across
the region.

Government assures transparent
implementation of guarantee schemes

CHITRADURGA

State Guarantee Scheme Im-
plementation Authority Pres-
ident H.M. Revanna has reaf-
firmed the Karnataka govern-
ment's commitment to ensur-
ing the proper implementa-
tion of its five flagship guar-
antee schemes. He said revi-
sions are necessary to remove
loopholes and ensure benefits
reach only eligible beneficia-
ries.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the Zilla Pancha-
yat CEO office on Wednesday,
Revanna reviewed the prog-
ress of the guarantee schemes,
discussed technical challeng-
es, and outlined future re-
forms. He stated that the au-
thority is closely monitoring
the implementation process

across the state.

Revanna said he has visited
26 of Karnataka’s 31 districts
since taking charge as presi-
dent of the authority. Reviews
are being conducted regularly
at district and taluk levels un-
der senior officials, while a
monitoring team of more than
4,000 members is actively in-
volved. He stressed that tax-
payer money must be used
responsibly and reach poor
families and women. He also
dismissed claims that the gov-
ernment plans to discontinue
the schemes.

Highlighting concerns in
the Grihalakshmi Scheme,
Revanna said the authority
discovered that funds were
being transferred to accounts
belonging to deceased benefi-
ciaries. Following a review,

officials identified 1,44,056 de-
ceased family heads and
stopped further payments. Ef-
forts are underway to recover
wrongly transferred funds and
take action against ineligible
persons who may have misused
the money.

He also said strict measures
are being taken against people
attempting to misuse the Griha
Jyothi Scheme by artificially di-
viding homes or using com-
mercial connections as domes-
tic ones. The government is
working to ensure that only el-
igible residents benefit from
these schemes. Smart cards for
women under the Shakti
Scheme will also be introduced
soon.

Praising Chitradurga district,
Revanna noted that Rs. 3,783
crore has been released under

Revanna said he visited
26 Karnataka districts,
reviews continue under
officials, 4,000 monitors
track schemes, ensuring
taxpayer funds reach
poor families and women

various guarantee schemes, far
exceeding the district’s earlier
annual budget allocation. He
said families are saving between
Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 6,000 every
month due to these benefits.Re-
vanna expressed confidence that
Chitradurga could receive rec-
ognition for its outstanding im-
plementation efforts. He con-
cluded that the revisions aim
only to improve transparency,
accountability, and efficiency
while ensuring the schemes con-
tinue benefiting deserving citi-
zens across Karnataka.

Women
empowerment
training boosts

employment
opportunities

HANGAL

Promoting women’s empow-
erment along with job oppor-
tunities can help reduce un-
employment and improve the
economic condition of fami-
lies, said Vincent Joyce, Direc-
tor of Loyala Vikas Kendra.
He was speaking at the inau-
guration of a sewing training
camp organized by Humanity
Foundation’s Parivartan Ka-
lika Kendra at Loyala Vikas
Kendra in Hangal.

Joyce said the present time
demands self-employment,
and people who learn new
skills with dedication can cre-
ate better income sources. He
encouraged participants to
develop confidence, interest
and commitment towards
learning.

He mentioned that MLA
Srinivas Mane has been sup-
porting free skill development
programmes for youth and
women of Hangal taluk to
help them become self-reliant.
He urged people to make
proper use of these opportu-
nities.

Prof. Maruti, administrator
of Parivartan Kalika Kendra,
said the centre has been con-
ducting free training pro-
grammes for women in areas
like Aari work, beautician
courses and tailoring. The
centre also provides guidance
for school and college stu-
dents preparing for competi-
tive examinations and govern-
ment jobs.

Maharana Pratap Jayanti
highlights values and legacy

BETAGERI

The 486th birth anniversary of
Maharana Pratap Singh was
celebrated with respect and en-
thusiasm at Venkateshwara
Kalyana Mantapa in
Gadag-Betageri. The pro-
gramme remembered the great
warrior’s courage, sacrifice and
dedication towards protecting
his people and values.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Dr. Sampath Rangawale, Se-
nior Medical Officer of KMC,
said that entertainment has
become a major part of mod-
ern life, causing many people
to forget the history and con-
tributions of their ancestors.
He stated that Jayanti celebra-
tions should not only include
songs, dances and processions
but also focus on understand-
ing the ideals of great person-
alities.

He described Maharana
Pratap Singh as a symbol of
sacrifice, self-respect and brav-

ery. He urged people to follow
the warrior’s principles and
remain connected with society.

Dr. Bhim Singh Samorekar
of GIMS said that lifestyle
changes are creating several
challenges and a strong nation
must be built on the founda-
tion of history. He added that
Maharana Pratap’s patriotism
and concern for common peo-
ple should inspire everyone.

Lecturers J.K. Jamadar and
S.A. Jamadar recalled how Ma-
harana Pratap fought against
powerful forces despite diffi-
culties and dedicated his life to
freedom and dignity. They said
his actions continue to guide
society today.

The event was presided over
by Ganesh Singh Bayali, who
said Maharana Pratap’s ideals
remain meaningful even in the
present era. Various personal-
ities were honoured during the
programme for their achieve-
ments.

Journalists rally behind
cooperative growth initiative

SRINIVASPUR

A share collection and mem-
bership enrolment drive or-
ganised by the Kolar-Chikka-
ballapur District Working
Journalists Multipurpose Co-
operative Society received an
enthusiastic response from
journalists at the Taluk Work-
ing Journalists’ Bhavan in Sri-
nivaspur. The programme at-
tracted a large number of me-
dia professionals, exceeding
the expectations of the organ-
isers.

The initiative was aimed at
improving the financial secu-
rity, social welfare and profes-
sional development of jour-
nalists. During the event,
many journalists enrolled as
shareholders and became
members of the cooperative
society. Participants were also
informed about various wel-
fare schemes and benefits

available through the organi-
sation.

Addressing the gathering,
Society President K.S. Ganesh
said the cooperative society
has been working continuous-
ly to protect the interests of
journalists through several
welfare-focused programmes.
He explained that members
can benefit from low-interest
loans, emergency financial as-
sistance, savings plans and
other support services de-
signed to meet their needs.

Ganesh also highlighted the
advantages of the Yashaswini
Health Scheme, which pro-
vides access to medical treat-
ment at recognised hospitals.
He added that efforts are be-
ing made to secure residential
sites for journalists through
regular representations to the
government.

Vice-President Abbani
Shankar said greater partici-

pation by journalists as share-
holders would strengthen the
society’s financial position
and help introduce more wel-
fare initiatives in the future.

Directors Rajendra Simha,
Ravi and Shamgar encouraged
journalists across the district
to join the cooperative society
and make use of the available
welfare benefits, including
healthcare support and loan
facilities.

Several office-bearers, se-
nior journalists, members and
local media representatives
attended the programme. En-
couraged by the strong re-
sponse, the society plans to
conduct similar membership
and share collection drives in
other taluk centres of Kolar
and Chikkaballapur districts
in the coming days, expand-
ing its reach and support net-
work.

District Magistrate Reviews Malavalli Office Functions

MANDYA

The District Magistrate con-
ducted an unexpected in-
spection of the Malavalli
Taluk Office on Wednesday;,
and reviewed the function-
ing of various departments.
The visit focused on office
activities, pending files, staff
attendance and delivery of
public services.

During the inspection, the
District Magistrate instruct-
ed the Tahsildar to receive

TOBACCO-FREE-FUTURE

complaints from citizens vis-
iting the office and ensure
that their issues are resolved
within the given time frame.
He stressed the need for ef-
fective implementation of
the e-office system and time-
ly disposal of records
through digital processes.
The officials were directed
to strictly follow government
guidelines and warned that
negligence in maintaining
the e-office system would
lead to responsibility being

fixed on concerned officers.
He also instructed staff
members to use the
KAASMS duty application
and record their attendance
through the digital system.
Reviewing pending reve-
nue matters, the Magistrate
noted that thousands of
e-pauti account cases and
Aadhaar seeding applica-
tions were pending in the
taluk. He directed officials to
speed up the process and
complete the work without

Deputy Commissioner orders tobacco-free zones across district

CHITRADURGA

Deputy Commissioner T.
Venkatesh has directed offi-
cials to take immediate steps
to declare schools, colleges,
temples, and government of-
fices across the district as to-
bacco-free zones. He stressed
the need for strict enforce-
ment of tobacco control laws
to protect public health and
create a safer environment for
citizens.

Chairing the quarterly re-
view meeting of the District
Tobacco Control Cell under
the National Tobacco Control

Programme at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office, Venkatesh
said coordinated efforts by the
police, health, education, and
local body departments are es-
sential for the effective imple-

mentation of the Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products Act
(COTPA).

He instructed the Education
Department to ensure that all
schools and colleges in the dis-

trict are officially declared tobac-
co-free. Special emphasis was
placed on engineering and med-
ical colleges, where the use of
any tobacco product must be
completely prohibited within
campus premises.

The Deputy Commissioner
also directed officials to make all
Muzrai temples tobacco-free by
issuing suitable guidelines and
implementing them effectively.
He further stated that govern-
ment offices should display clear
signboards informing visitors
about the ban on tobacco use.
Continuous monitoring and
awareness activities should be

carried out, and action must be
taken against those violating the
rules.

Officials informed the meet-
ing that joint raids by various
departments are being conduct-
ed regularly to check illegal to-
bacco sales and public smoking,
Awareness campaigns through
posters, pamphlets, and public
outreach programmes are also
being organized across the dis-
trict.State Tobacco Control Cell
Divisional Coordinator Mah-
antesh Ullagadi said the Karna-
taka COTPA Amendment Act
has introduced stricter regula-
tions.

delay.

He advised the Revenue
Department to provide ser-
vices efficiently, including
certificates, land-related ap-
plications, survey work and
Sakala services, without
forcing people to make re-
peated visits to government
offices. Officials were told
that delays in public services
would invite disciplinary ac-
tion.

The Magistrate also re-
viewed record maintenance,

archive digitisation and
housing site initiatives for
landless families. He direct-
ed officials to identify suit-
able government land for
housing purposes and sub-
mit proposals as per rules.

The inspection was attend-
ed by senior officers, includ-
ing Sub-Divisional Officers,
Tahsildar and other staff
members. The visit aimed to
improve administration and
ensure faster services for the
public.

Two children die in separate tragic incidents

CHITRADURGA

Two children died in
separate tragic incidents
reported from Chitradu-
rga and Chamarajanagar
districts. In Hiriyur,
four-year-old Vaishnav
complained of a burning
feeling in his chest and
was taken home after his
parents suspected a gas-
tric issue. His condition
worsened soon after, and
the family rushed him to
a hospital. Sadly, he
passed away on the way.
Doctors suspected a pos-
sible heart attack but the
exact reason will be
known through medical
reports.

In Chamarajanagar,
four-year-old Advita
died after accidental
electrocution from a
grinder at home. She was
playing near the appli-
ance when she touched it
and suffered a fatal elec-
tric shock. Family mem-
bers took her to Gundlu-
pet Public Hospital
where doctors declared
her dead. The two deaths
have left both families in
deep sorrow. Authorities
are investigating the in-
cidents and medical
findings are awaited to
understand the exact
causes behind these un-
fortunate tragedies.
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Haveri leaders join Red
Cross State
Committees

Haveri
Two office bearers from
Haveri District Branch
have been selected for
the Indian Red Cross So-
ciety’s State Branch
Sub-Committees. Prabhu
Hitnalli, District Treasurer
and Blood Bank Chair-
man, has joined the Dis-
trict Development
Sub-Committee. Ningap-
pa M. Arera, District Hon-
orary Secretary, has been
appointed to the First Aid
Sub-Committee. The ap-
pointments were an-
nounced through an or-
der issued by the State
Branch. Officials and
members congratulated
the newly appointed rep-
resentatives and ex-
pressed their support for
their new responsibilities.
The selection recognizes
their service and commit-
ment towards the organi-
zation’s humanitarian
work across the district.

New passenger
facilities to commence
at Kumta Station

Karwar
New passenger facili-
ties at Kumta Railway
Station will be inaugu-
rated on June 20 by MP
Vishweshwar Hegde
Kageri and MLA Dinakar
Shetty. During the
event, the extension of
the Kacheguda-—
Murudeshwar train ser-
vice, Train No.
12790/12789, up to
Kumta Station will also
be flagged off. Konkan
Railway Mangalore Di-
vision officials an-
nounced the develop-
ment to improve travel
convenience for pas-
sengers. The upgraded
facilities are expected
to provide better ser-
vices and comfort for
railway users. The ex-
tension of the train
route will also benefit
passengers travelling
between important
destinations along the
coastal region.

Youth killed by
friend after small
dispute

Mandya
A youth was allegedly
murdered by his friend
over a minor issue in
Bhimanahalli village of
Malavalli taluk. The
deceased has been
identified as Mahesh,
aged 34. Police said
the incident happened
after an argument re-
lated to messages sent
by Mahesh to the sister
of the accused. The
accused, along with
other friends, allegedly
attacked Mahesh and
escaped from the spot.
Kirugavalu police have
arrested one person in
connection with the
case and are searching
for others involved. A
case has been regis-
tered, and further in-
vestigation is under-
way to uncover the
complete details of the
incident.

'Karnataka plans Bengaluru
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‘region global economicrise

BMR aims for USD 390-420 billion economy and 2.5-3 million jobs by 2037, driving Karnataka’s growth

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has prepared an ambitious
roadmap to transform the
Bengaluru Metropolitan Re-
gion (BMR) into a global eco-
nomic powerhouse by 2037.
The plan aims to strengthen
Bengaluru’s position in tech-
nology, artificial intelligence,
advanced manufacturing, in-
novation, and sustainable de-
velopment.

A high-level meeting
chaired by the Chief Secretary
reviewed the roadmap pre-
pared by the Institute for Sus-
tainability, Employment and
Growth Foundation. The ini-
tiative follows an agreement
between the Karnataka gov-
ernment and the foundation

to create a detalled reglonal
economic development plan.
The proposed vision targets
an economy of USD 390 to
420 billion and the creation of
2.5 to 3 million new jobs by
2037. The BMR, spread across
8,000 square kilometres with
a population of around 1.5
crore people, currently has an
economy of about USD 149

billion and contrlbutes 51gn1ﬁ—
cantly to Karnataka’s overall
growth.

Officials said Bengaluru has
emerged as a leading technol-
ogy hub with millions of tech-
nology professionals, more
than 1,000 Global Capability
Centres, and thousands of
startups. The region continues
to grow in areas such as artifi-

cial intelligence, semiconduc-
tor design, aerospace, bio-
technology, and research.

The government is plan-
ning new growth centres in-
side and outside the existing
city limits to promote bal-
anced development. These
centres will include indus-
tries, information technolo-
gy, research facilities, manu-
facturing units, logistics
hubs, residential areas, and
commercial spaces.

To improve connectivity
and reduce traffic pressure,
the plan includes major in-
frastructure projects. These
include a 287-kilometre cir-
cular rail network, 400 to
500 kilometres of additional
metro lines, new rapid tran-
sit corridors, expanded sub-

urban rail services, and im-
proved road and airport fa-
cilities.

The government also plans
to invite investors, indus-
tries, researchers, and start-
ups to participate in building
these new growth hubs.
Workshops with experts and
stakeholders will be held to
identify opportunities and
finalize development strate-
gies.

The final master plan is
expected to be presented to
senior state leadership in
September 2026. Officials
said the project focuses on
creating a future-ready Ben-
galuru with strong infra-
structure, sustainable
growth, and wider economic
opportunities for citizens.
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District
Administration Fully
Prepared for June
21 NEET Retest

BAGALKOT

The district administration
has completed all necessary
arrangements for the
smooth, transparent, and er-
ror-free conduct of the
NEET-UG 2026 retest sched-
uled for June 21. A prepara-
tory meeting chaired by
Deputy Commissioner San-
gappa was held on Wednes-
day to review the arrange-
ments.

The retest will be conduct-
ed at 11 examination centers
across Bagalkot district, with
a total of 3,967 students ex-
pected to appear. The Depu-
ty Commissioner directed
officials to appoint dedicated
personnel to monitor staff
movement and ensure prop-
er coordination at each cen-
ter. Essential facilities, in-
cluding electricity, drinking
water, toilets, and emergency
medical services, must be
made available for candi-
dates.

Ashraf Addoor elected SDPI
Mangaluru city district president

MANGALURU

The Social Democratic Party of
India (SDPI) held its Mangaluru
City District representative
meeting at a private hotel in the
city, where organisational re-
structuring and leadership
changes were announced.

The meeting was chaired by
state president Abdul Majeed
Mysuru, who inaugurated the
session and addressed party
workers on the prevailing polit-
ical situation in the country. He
spoke about the importance of
social justice, protection of mi-
nority rights, and safeguarding
the interests of backward com-
munities.

He emphasized the need to
strengthen the party organisa-
tion at the grassroots level and
called upon workers to actively
engage with the public to spread

the party’s ideological message.
He also urged unity among par-
ty members to expand organisa-
tional reach and effectiveness in
the coming period.

During the meeting, a de-
tailed district report was pre-
sented by senior office-bearers,
including district general secre-
tary Jamal Jokatte, vice president
Ayesha Bajpe, and district secre-
taries Nisar Maravoor and Su-
hail Khan. A leadership training
session was also conducted by
state committee member
Athaullah Jokatte, focusing on
organisational discipline and
public outreach strategies.

Another state committee
member, Misriya Kannur, deliv-
ered the concluding address,
highlighting the importance of
consistent field-level engage-
ment and community-focused
programmes.

Pancha Guarantee Schemes
continue support for beneficiaries

MANDYA

Officials reviewed the imple-
mentation of Pancha Guaran-
tee Schemes and assured that
eligible beneficiaries would
continue receiving benefits
without interruption across
the district.

The District Level Guaran-
tee Schemes Implementation
Authority Chairman Chikka-
lingaiah said steps are being
taken to prevent difficulties
and ensure that only eligible
people receive government
support.

At the meeting held at the
Zilla Panchayat Mini Hall, of-
ficials discussed the progress
of various schemes and mea-

sures to avoid misuse of pub-
lic funds.

Authorities explained that
the review process aims to re-
move deceased and ineligible
beneficiaries while protecting
genuine recipients.

Under the Yuvanidhi
scheme, 9946 candidates have
registered in the district and
8723 beneficiaries will receive
financial assistance through
scheduled installments.

Officials also stated that 515
ration applications were re-
ceived for conversion from
APL to BPL and the requests
were processed successfully.

During the meeting, mem-
bers highlighted the Shakti
Yojana where women passen-

gers have benefited through
free bus travel services.

The transport department
reported strong usage and
urged officials to ensure
smooth distribution of free bus
passes to school and college
students across the state.

The chairman said no eligible
beneficiary should face loss and
the schemes must continue
reaching people in need.

Before the meeting, the com-
mittee congratulated Chief
Minister D. K. Shivakumar on
assuming office and observed
condolences for the loss of se-
nior public figures.

Vice Chairman K. Hanu-
manthaiyya and other mem-
bers attended the programme

Authorities reviewed
schemes to remove
ineligible beneficiaries,
protect genuine
recipients; Yuvanidhi
aided 8,723
beneficiaries, while 515
APL-to-BPL ration
conversions were
processed

along with department officials
who reviewed the welfare mea-
sures. The administration
promised continued monitor-
ing of the schemes to provide
timely assistance and maintain
transparency in public service
delivery for all deserving citi-
zens.

Healthy
employees
deliver better

public services:
Dr. Dileesh

KARWAR

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Dr. Dileesh
Shashi said that maintain-
ing good physical and
mental health helps gov-
ernment employees work
with greater energy and
efficiency.

He was speaking after
inaugurating a dis-
trict-level health check-up
camp organized for offi-
cers and staff by the Dis-
trict Administration, Zilla
Panchayat and Health and
Family Welfare Depart-
ment at the Zilla Pancha-
yat premises.

Dr. Shashi said employ-
ees often face daily work
pressure and may ignore
their health, but poor
health can affect the qual-
ity of public service. He
advised all staff members
to give importance to reg-
ular health check-ups and
healthy lifestyles.

KOPPALA

An awareness programme on
child rights, laws and safety
was organised at Karnataka
Public School in Kanakagiri to
educate students about pro-
tecting children and under-
standing legal provisions.

The programme was jointly
organised by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
Police Department, Women
and Child Development De-
partment, School Education
Department, District Child
Protection Unit and local
bodies.

District Child Protection
Officer Sindhu Angadi inau-
gurated the event and said
that children are facing new
challenges due to social media
influence. She warned that

VIJAYANAGARA SEEKS FASTER
ROADS AND SAFER TRAVEL

VIJAYANAGARA

Deputy Commissioner Kavita
S. Mannikeri has directed of-
ficials to complete the ongo-
ing National Highway con-
struction works in Vi-
jayanagara district at the ear-
liest and ensure smooth
movement of vehicles. She
said delays in road projects
are causing difficulties for the
public and must be resolved
quickly.

Chairing the district-level
committee meeting at the
Deputy Commissioner’s office
in Hospet, she reviewed the
progress of works being car-
ried out by the National High-
ways Authority of India and
highway department officials.

The Deputy Commissioner
said the land acquisition pro-
cess for highway projects has
already been completed and
there are no major issues.
However, she pointed out that
people are facing problems
due to unfinished works at
certain locations. She in-
structed officials to identify
areas with poor service roads
and unsafe connections and
take immediate corrective
measures.

Child rights awareness programie held at Kanakagiri School

some minors are becoming
involved in cases under the
POCSO Act without under-
standing the consequences.
She explained that the
POCSO Act, 2012, with

She also directed authorities
to install proper signboards,
barricades, night warning
lights, and solar blinkers near
highways. Service roads and
underpasses should be con-
structed scientifically to im-
prove safety. Officials were
asked to complete three major
bridge works, including one at
Danapur and two near Alur,
within the given deadline.

During the meeting, Man-
nikeri raised concerns over
wildlife safety after three leop-
ards were killed in road acci-
dents near Kamalapur and
Venkatapur. She suggested
installing protective barri-
cades on highway stretches
and asked officials to plant
new trees along roadsides to
replace those removed during
construction.

In a separate road safety re-
view meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner stressed the
need to reduce accidents in
the district. She instructed po-
lice and Public Works Depart-
ment officials to identify acci-
dent-prone areas on national
and state highways and imple-
ment safety measures.

OFFICIALS PLAN STEPS TO
IMPROVE ROAD SAFETY

MADIKERI

Deputy Commissioner S.]. So-
mashekhar has directed offi-
cials to take strong measures
to prevent road accidents
during the rainy season and
ensure safer travel for the
public.

He was speaking at the Dis-
trict Road Safety Committee
meeting held at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office. He in-
structed departments to iden-
tify accident-prone areas
across the district and imple-
ment suitable safety measures
immediately.

The Deputy Commissioner
said warning boards, traffic
signs and road markings
should be installed at danger-
ous locations. He also advised
officials to place barricades
wherever required to encour-
age drivers to follow traffic
rules.

During the meeting, offi-
cials reviewed decisions from
the previous road safety meet-
ing and discussed the progress
made by different depart-

ments.

National Highway officials
informed that warning boards
would be installed on the
Sampaje-Kushalnagar high-
way. Somashekhar directed
the Highway and Police De-
partments to work together
and maintain details of safety
boards already placed on
roads.

Officials raised concerns
about vehicles being parked
on both sides of the road near
Bhadrakali Temple on the
Madikeri-Kushalnagar route,
affecting traffic movement.
They suggested installing
no-parking boards at such lo-
cations.

The meeting also discussed

increasing accident risks on
the Madikeri-Katakery road.
Officials were advised to in-
stall reflective stickers and
safety markings to improve
visibility for motorists.

Public Works Department
Executive Engineer K.T. Pra-
bhu explained traffic control
measures introduced in Gon-
ikoppa and Virajpet towns,
including parking restrictions
and temporary traffic ar-
rangements.

District Superintendent of
Police R.N. Bindumani high-
lighted problems caused by
tourist vehicle parking on
Forest House Road and urged
immediate action.

amendments in 2019, protects
children from sexual offences.
She said strict punishment is
provided for those who harm
children or encourage such ac-
tivities.

Kanakagiri Police Inspector V.
Narayana advised people to re-
port cases involving abandoned
children, child labour, child
marriages or abuse to the au-
thorities. He said child protec-
tion homes and adoption cen-
tres are available to support
children in need.

Protection Officer Ravikumar
Pawara said child marriage is
illegal and cases involving mi-

nors attract serious punishment.
He added that several child mar-
riage cases have been registered
in the district and legal action
has been taken against offend-
ers.

The programme was presided
over by Amaresh Devara, in-
charge Vice-Principal of Kanak-
agiri Government Pre-Universi-
ty College. Education officials,
school staff and students partic-
ipated in the event.

The organisers stressed that
awareness among children and
society is important to prevent
exploitation and ensure a safer
environment.

NEET UG re-exam preparations
reviewed by Deputy Commissioner

MADIKERI

Deputy Commissioner S.J. So-
mashekhar reviewed the
preparations for the NEET
UG-2026 re-examination
scheduled to be held on June
21 in Madikeri.

The Deputy Commissioner
received details from the
NEET re-exam nodal officer,
Kendriya Vidyalaya Principal
Bhagyanandan, examination
centre supervisor, Govern-
ment Pre-University College
Principal Vijay and Deputy
Director of School Education
Department Basavaraju.

Somashekhar instructed of-

ficials to conduct the exam-
ination smoothly without any
confusion or difficulties. He
directed authorities to install
CCTYV cameras in all rooms
of the examination centre and
place registration number
boards to help students iden-
tify their rooms easily.

He also ordered arrange-
ments for clean drinking wa-
ter, electricity supply, required
vehicles and proper security
near the examination centre.
The officials were told to
strictly follow all examination
rules, including handling
question papers and sending
answer sheets.
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Bus accident death toll
touches 7, HM Shah
expresses grief

Vadodara
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Wednesday
expressed condolences
over the fatal luxury bus
accident on the Va-
dodara-Jarod Road in Gu-
jarat, as the death toll
from the crash rose to
seven and 28 people were
injured, including two in
critical condition. In a post
on the social media plat-
form X, HM Shah de-
scribed the incident as
extremely tragic and said
his condolences were
with the families of those
who had lost their loved
ones. He said the local
administration was pro-
viding medical facilities to
the injured and prayed for
their speedy recovery. The
accident that occurred on
the Vadodara-Jarod Road
in Gujarat is extremely
tragic. My condolences
are with those who have
lost their loved ones in
this accident.

‘Govt taken foolproof
measures’: Students on
IAF overseeing NEET-UG

Chandigarh
With the Indian Air Force
(IAF) tasked with the
transportation of NEET-
UG re-test question pa-
pers, students on
Wednesday said that the
government appears to
have taken foolproof
measures this time, but
some added that the au-
thorities had failed them
once before, making it
difficult to place com-
plete trust in the system
again. Talking to IANS, a
student said: The gov-
ernment appears to have
taken foolproof measures
this time. Paper setters
were quarantined, the
transportation of papers
is being handled by the
Air Force, and the papers
are being stored securely,
reducing the chances of
any leak. However, the
damage caused by the
earlier paper leak cannot
be undone.

Oost-poll violence:
TMCleader Udayan
Guhaarrested

Kolkata
Udayan Guha, the former
West Bengal Minister in
charge of the North Ben-
gal Development Depart-
ment in the previous
Mamata Banerjee-led
cabinet, was arrested on
Wednesday from his resi-
dence in Phoolbagan,
Kolkata. Although the of-
ficials are yet to specify
the exact charges under
which Guha was arrested,
sources said police had
been trying to track him
for some time. However, a
source in the state police
said the former minister is
accused of involvement in
post-poll violence in his
native district of Cooch
Behar following the 2021
West Bengal
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Raj sees fierce political activity

well before assembly elections

The intensity of rhetoric, revival of old rivalries, and the increasing frequency of
public mobilisations suggest that state’s political landscape is already in poll mode.

JAIPUR

Although the next Rajasthan
Assembly elections are still
more than two years away, the
state's political atmosphere is
increasingly resembling that
of an election season.

Frequent political rallies,
sharp exchanges between
leaders, protests on public is-
sues, and renewed debates
over past controversies have
intensified political activity,
prompting discussions about
whether the state has entered
campaign mode much earlier
than expected.

The latest political focus is
the visit of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi to Kota, where
he is set to launch the party's
nationwide Chhatron Ki
Goonj campaign. By selecting
Kota, widely known as India's
coaching and education hub,
the Congress aims to broaden
the discussion surrounding
student concerns beyond re-

curring issues such as exam-
ination paper leaks, recruit-
ment irregularities, and edu-
cational reforms.

Even before Gandhi's arriv-
al, political tensions escalated.
Congress leaders accused the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
of removing posters related to
the event, an allegation reject-
ed by BJP leaders. The ruling
party described the Congress
programme as a form of polit-
ical tourism rather than a se-
rious effort to engage with
students and the public.

Simultaneously, Rajasthan
has witnessed renewed ten-
sions within the Congress it-
self. Former Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and former
Deputy Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot have once again ex-
changed remarks regarding
past political disputes. Gehlot
revisited the 2020 political
crisis and developments
that unfolded in 2022,
claiming that attempts

were made to prevent him
from contesting the Congress
president's election. He main-
tained that the rebellion
during that period was aimed
at weakening his position.
Responding to the remarks,
Pilot suggested that truthful-
ness could be judged by look-
ing directly into a person's
eyes. However, both leaders
later sought to ease tensions.
Pilot spoke of the cordial rela-
tionship between their fami-
lies, while Gehlot recalled
knowing Pilot since child-
hood and emphasized their
long-stand-
associa-

T h e
litical ex-
changes
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tended beyond Congress. Ge-
hlot also targeted Union Min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, who responded by reviv-
ing allegations linked to the
phone-tapping controversy
that had generated significant
debate during the previous
Congress government. The
issue gained further attention
after former government offi-
cial Lokesh Sharma made
fresh claims related to alleged
surveillance activities.
Meanwhile, Hanuman
Beniwal, convenor of the
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party,
has intensified criticism of
both the Congress and BJP.
Beniwal has actively partici-
pated in protests
_» across the state and
has sought to posi-
tion himself as a
vocal advocate on
several public issues.
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Stringent measures in
place in MP ahead of
NEET-UG re-test

BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has intensified prepara-
tions for the upcoming NEET-
UG re-examination, imple-
menting a series of stringent
security measures aimed at
ensuring the examination is
conducted smoothly, fairly,
and transparently.

CM reviews arrangements

Cief Minister Mohan Yadav
on Wednesday reviewed the
arrangements and directed
officials to leave no room for
irregularities during the na-
tionwide medical entrance test.

Addressing reporters, the
Chief Minister stated that
the state government has
been maintaining continu-
ous coordination with the
Central government regard-
ing the examination process.

He emphasized that all ar-
rangements are being made
in accordance with guide-
lines issued by the Centre to
prevent any recurrence of
controversies and irregular-
ities that had previously
raised concerns among stu-

The NEET-UG re-exam to
be held in 283 centres
across 30 districts of the
state from 2 pm to 5:15
pm on June 21.

dents and parents.

The NEET-UG re-exam-
ination is scheduled to be
conducted at 283 examina-
tion centres spread across 30
districts of Madhya Pradesh.
Given the scale of the exam-
ination and the large number
of candidates expected to ap-
pear, the government has in-
structed district administra-
tions to adopt comprehensive
security and monitoring
mechanisms.

During a review meeting
with senior officials, Yadav
directed the Higher Educa-
tion Department to com-
plete the installation of bio-
metric verification systems,
CCTYV surveillance cameras,
and signal jammers at all ex-
amination centres by June
19. These technologies are
intended to strengthen iden-
tity verification procedures
and prevent any form of
electronic malpractice.

SBSP chief claims opposition defections may reshape Uttar Pradesh
politics amid escalating allegations and speculation.

Rajbhar predicts major rift in
UP SP, claims leaders eye BJP

LUCKNOW

Political temperatures rose
sharply in Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday after minister and
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
chief Om Prakash Rajbhar
claimed that the Samajwadi Par-
ty could soon face an internal
split, with several leaders and
MPs ‘preparing’ to join the rul-
ing BJP.

His remarks have sparked
fresh political debate in the
state, where preparations for fu-
ture electoral battles are already
intensifying.

Drawing comparisons with po-
litical developments witnessed
in West Bengal and Maharash-
tra, he suggested that Uttar
Pradesh could soon experience
a similar realignment within
opposition ranks.

Rajbhar said a recent interac-
tion involving senior Samajwadi
Party leader Ram Gopal Yadav
and Home Minister Amit Shah
indicated possible unrest within
the opposition party. He alleged
that a letter submitted by Ram

Gopal Yadav contained infor-
mation regarding party leaders
and MPs who may be consider-
ing a political switch.

The minister claimed that if
the letter did not contain details
of potential defectors, there
would be no reason to keep its
contents confidential. He chal-
lenged the Samajwadi Party lead-
ership to make the docu-
ment public and clarify
its purpose. However, .
no official confirma- /L
tion has emerged re- |
garding the existence
or contents of any ‘
such letter. <

He said developments
similar to those seen in par-
ties such as the Trinamool Con-
gress and factions of the Shiv
Sena could occur within the
Samajwadi Party. His comments
have added to speculation about
the stability of opposition alli-
ances and internal dynamics
ahead of future polls.

The minister also linked his
allegations to ongoing discus-
sions surrounding past contro-

-

versies, including the alleged
mining scam and the Gomti
River Front project case. In a
social media post earlier in the
day, he suggested that increas-
ing scrutiny of these matters
could be contributing to anxiety
within sections of the opposi-
tion.

The remarks were directed at
the party led by former
Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Akhilesh Ya-
dav. Rajbhar alleged
that political pres-
sure and investiga-
tions could trigger
shifts in loyalty among
some leaders, although
he did not provide concrete
evidence to support his claims.

He criticized the SP's recent
outreach efforts toward the
Brahmins and argued that cer-
tain controversial statements
made by party representatives
had damaged its relationship
with sections of the electorate
and could undermine attempts
to broaden its support base.

AUTOMATIC WEATHER MONITORING STATION
BECOMES OPERATIONAL IN J&K’S KISHTWAR

JAMMU

Weather forecasting capabilities in
Jammu and Kashmir have re-
ceived a significant boost with an
automatic weather monitoring
station in Kishtwar district be-
coming operational on Wednes-
day, Met Department officials said.

Officials said the newly opera-
tional facility in the remote Mach-
ail region of Kishtwar is providing
real-time meteorological data, a
development expected to enhance

weather forecasting, climate ob-
servation, and early warning
mechanisms in the mountainous
area.

The installation assumes partic-
ular importance given Machail's
rugged topography and its vulner-
ability to rapidly changing weather
conditions.

Accurate and timely weather
information is expected to assist
authorities in monitoring atmo-
spheric conditions and issuing
advisories whenever required.

According to officials, the sta-
tion will continuously record key
weather parameters, including
temperature, rainfall, humidity,
wind speed, and other meteoro-
logical indicators, thereby
strengthening the region's fore-
casting network.

Officials said the weather sta-
tion forms part of broader efforts
to augment meteorological infra-
structure in remote and strategi-
cally important regions of Jammu
and Kashmir.

2 killed, 8 injured as bus touches
overhead live wire in Bihar’s Nalanda

ShivSena-UBT’s
Priyanka Chaturvedi
Backs Sanjay Raut’s

Allegation

NEW DELHI

PATNA

At least two people were killed, and eight others sustained
serious burn injuries in Bihar's Nalanda district when a
passenger bus carrying labourers came into contact with
an 11,000-volt high-tension power line in the Pawapuri
police station area.

According to preliminary reports, the bus was trans-
porting around 50-60 labourers who were returning to
their village, Ghosrawa, after working at a brick kiln in
Narkatiaganj, West Champaran district.

A bicycle placed on the roof of the bus allegedly
touched an overhead high-voltage electricity line as the
vehicle passed through the area.

Shiv Sena-UBT leader Priyanka
Chaturvedi on Wednesday backed
party MP Sanjay Raut’s allegation
that monetary transactions were in-
volved to lure party leaders into the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena, call-
ing it Operation Betrayal.

In a series of posts on X, Raut had
sarcastically said: Apna Sapna Mon-
ey Money! It’s shocking and revolt-
ing that Maharashtra MPs are re-
portedly being offered Rs 15 crore
each tonight to switch sides.

Chaturvedi said: If he (Raut) has
made such a claim, he must have
received some information, which
is why he is speaking about it.

Referring to the rift within the
Trinamool Congress, she said: If we
look at the entire background and
the way these issues have repeatedly
surfaced, including what happened
with the Trinamool Congress, and
how MP Mahua Moitra has spoken
about the kind of adjustments that | || S
were made with her and with other | ||N° (In Lakhs) (In Lakhs)
MPs, I would not be surprised by 1 |DMA/2026-27/IND6234 64.50 1.36
such allegations. (1) Last Date and Time for Receipt of Tenders : 26/06/2026,

Even the kids in Maharashtra now Time 5-30 PM (2) Date and Time for Opening of Technical Bid
know that today honesty can be : 30/06/2026, Time 10-30 AM (3) Date and Time for Opening
bought as well as sold (with money), of Financial Bid : 02/07/2026,Time 10.30 AM
she remarked.Chaturvedi asserted Note : (1) The undersigned reserves the right to postpone
that it is not justified if somebody the tender process/cancel the tender completely/reject the
who has won on a particular party’s tender without assigning any reason. (2) Any changes in
symbol later says that T won't give the said tenders will not be published in the newspapers,
up my seat but will leave the party’_ instead the changes will be published only on the KPPP
And this is happening for the sec- portal.
ond time in two years, she said, cit- Interested tenderers can download the tender
ing the previous split in the Shiv documents and further information
Sena.l will call it Operation Betray- from om the Karnataka Government e-Procurement
al (rather than Operation Tiger), the Portal website http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Shiv Sena-UBT leader said.She add- Sd/- Executive Engineer, District
ed: It is very simple, if someone is Urban Development Cell, Haveri
disappointed (in the party), he or | |.DIPRHAVERI/163/KSMCA/2026-27

she can resign and again contest on
their own. The (Lok Sabha) Speaker
is a constitutional post, so we met
him to convey our stand.She said
that even now, the case between
both factions of the Shiv Sena is un-
derway in the Supreme Court.

Government of Karnataka
Deputy Commissioner office,

(District Urban Development Cell) Haveri Dist,
Haveri-581110 Phone No : 08375-249097 (Office)
Fax : 08375-249088 e-mail : dc_haveri@yahoo.co.in
[0:30%(04) /38— /2026-27 HJIV0T @ 15-06-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Haveri Uban Development Authority has invited for the
following indent numbered work for the Providing clothing
and equipment needed for the rainy season and winter For
PK servants at CMC Haveri, TMC Byadgi, TMC Savanur
TMC Hangal and TP Rattihalli Charge under the provisions
of Two Covers System KG-3 through KPPP.

Package Amount|EMD amount

Indent Number
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Woman Maoist leader carrying Rs 10 lakh
reward surrenders before Kolkata police

KOLKATA

In a major success for the West Bengal
police, top Maoist leader Shakuntala
Mabhato alias Pushpa surrendered before
Kolkata Police on Wednesday afternoon,
officials said.

She had fled from the Saranda forest
in Jharkhand during the operation by
the joint forces. Amid speculation about
her hiding in West Bengal, the Maoist
leader and CPI (Maoist) zonal commit-
tee member on Wednesday surrendered
at Kolkata Police headquarters in Lalba-
zar along with arms and 46 rounds of
bullets. She had a bounty of Rs 10 lakh
on her head.

Give up arms, join

mainstream: Shakuntala

According to the police, Pushpa was the
mastermind of several Maoist opera-
tions. While surrendering, she said,
“Those of our party who are still isolated
should try to return to the mainstream.

The current government is doing a lot of
good work. It is good for everyone to
give up arms and join the development.”

Shakuntala hails from Mechua village
of Belpahari police station area in West
Bengal's Jhargram. After joining the
Maoist group, she was known by several
names, like Pari, Barsha, and Pushpa.
Although she had four names in the
Maoist squad, she was known as 'Lutun’
near her home. There was talk that she
might surrender.

She had joined the Maoist camp at the
age of just 10. Although she was admit-
ted in the fifth grade, she did not set
foot in high school.

While singing and playing in the
Naxalite organisation, she picked up a
gun. During the Left Front regime, the
police were desperately looking for
Shakuntala. So she was sent to the
Pareshnath hills in present-day
Jharkhand.

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

A Jayanagar 7th block Branch, No.253
Jayanagar 7th block Branch, Kanakapura Road, Jayanagar 7th Block, Bangalore-560070,

YV
Mob:8925950842, Email Id:iob0842@Ilob.bank.in
LOCKER BREAK OPEN NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the persons concerned and public in general that the persons named under this notice have availed
the facility of safe deposit lockers at the above mentioned branch of Indian Overseas Bank. The respective branch has already
addressed notices/reminder letters by registered post with acknowledgment due (AD) to locker hirers at the address available
as per our Bank records with a request to remit the arrears of Locker rent. The said letters were returned. Despite of these
notices, the locker hirers have not contacted the branch and have not remitted the locker rent arrears as demanded by the
bank. Below named Locker hirers/Legal heirs of locker hirers are requested to consider this as the BREAK OPEN NOTICE
and contact the Branch concerned with necessary documents and remit the locker rent arrears within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice failing which the Bank will break open the locker without any further notice or intimation at the
cost and sole risk of the hirers or their legal representatives/heirs.

S. Locker Locker rent Arrears & q

No Number late Fee Charges RockeriireqZiadicss
Mr. Jayaram K
Address: No2, DOOR NO-181 JYOTSNA NILAYA 6TH MAIN ROAD

1 10001 13,700+GST+PENALTY 4TH PHASE 7THBLOCK BANASHANKARI 3RD STAGE
BANGALORE-560085
G Venkateshwar

2 10031 30,343+GST +PENALTY Address:344/18 JAYANAGAR 7TH BLOCK BANGALORE-560070
Dr. Hemalath A Iswar

3 10046 11,600+GST+PENALTY Address: 189 7th BLOCK JAYANAGAR BANGALORE-560082
Aruna Bajaj

4 20003 6,800+GST+PENALTY Address: 643 7th BLOCK JAYANAGAR BANGALORE-560070

For Further Details Contact: The Branch Manager,Indian Overseas Bank, Jayanagar 7th block Branch,
Mobile No : 8925950842
Sd/-
INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
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Aadhaar enrolment
surpasses population:
Himanta Sarma

Guwabhati
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesday raised con-
cerns over Aadhaar enrol-
ment figures in certain
districts of the state,
claiming that the num-
ber of Aadhaar cards is-
sued has exceeded the
projected populationin
some areas, a develop-
ment he described as a
potential demographic
red flag in the border
state. In a post on the
social media platform X,
CM Sarma said that
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Bhagwat highlights Maharana

Pratap’s legacy of resistance

At an event in Udaipur, the RSS chief hails Maharana Pratap’s struggle,
emphasizing national resilience and historical resistance against invaders.

JAIPUR

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
on Wednesday said that In-
dia's history is not a story of
submission but one of contin-
uous resistance against for-
eign invasions.

Speaking at a gathering in
Udaipur, Bhagwat highlighted

anniversary of Maharana u
Pratap and the 450th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Haldigha-
ti. The event drew partici-
pants from various sections of
society who gathered to pay
tribute to the celebrated Ra-
jput ruler.

During his address, Bhag-
wat said that Maharana Prat-
ap's birth anniversary is now

&
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Aadhaar saturationin a
few districts has crossed
the 100 per cent mark,
indicating that more
Aadhaar cards have
been issued than the es-
timated population of
those districts. In certain
districts of Assam,
Aadhaar enrolment has
surpassed the total pop-
ulation, which in a border
state like ours, reeks of a
larger demographic con-
spiracy, the Chief
Minister wrote.

Bird hits Air India
flight while landing
atRaipur airport

New Delhi
An Air India flight arriving
from Delhi was struck by
a bird while landing at
Raipur Airport on
Wednesday morning. Ac-
cording to the Raipur Air-
port Authority, the aircraft
encountered a bird hit
during its approach and
landing. Despite the inci-
dent, the flight landed
safely without any report-
ed injuries to passengers
or crew members. Fol-
lowing the occurrence, Air
India carried out the pre-
scribed Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SOPs) to
assess the condition of

the legacy of Maharana Pratap
and described the Battle of
Haldighati as a symbol of col-
lective societal determination
to preserve freedom, self-re-
spect, and cultural identity.
Bhagwat was addressing the
‘Rashtra Chetna Sankalp
Sabha’ organized at the Gand-
hi Maidan in Udaipur to com-
memorate the 486th birth

observed across the country
with pride and reverence. Ac-
cording to him, this wide-
spread remembrance demon-
strates that the nation contin-
ues to honor historical figures
who dedicated their lives to
protecting independence, cul-
tural values, and national dig-
nity during challenging times.

The RSS chief stated that

the Battle of Haldighati was
not merely a military confron-
tation involving Maharana
Pratap and his forces but rep-
resented the resistance of an
entire society against external
domination. He emphasized
that despite possessing limited
financial resources, a smaller
army, and fewer military ad-
vantages, Maharana Pratap

refused to surrender or com-
promise his principles.
Bhagwat noted that the Mu-
ghal Empire enjoyed signifi-
cant advantages during the
conflict, including superior
manpower, resources, and
weaponry. However, he ar-
gued that Maharana Pratap's
determination and commit-
ment to the cause of freedom
allowed him to continue re-
sisting despite overwhelming
odds.Referring to historical
accounts, Bhagwat said that
even records written by Mu-
ghal historians indicate that
Mughal forces faced difficul-
ties during various phases of
the conflict. He argued that
such accounts raise important
questions about conventional

interpretations of the battle
and who ultimately emerged
victorious.

According to Bhagwat, In-
dian society has historically
demonstrated a strong spirit
of resistance whenever at-
tempts were made to impose
foreign control.

He maintained that
throughout history, efforts to
dominate the country were
met with immediate opposi-
tion from local rulers, com-
munities, and ordinary citi-
zens determined to preserve
their autonomy.

The RSS chief also re-
marked that historical events
have often been interpreted
through particular narratives
over time.

NATION
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Thaparesigns
as GTA chiefaday
after Adhikari
ordered probe

KOLKATA

The Bharatiya Gorkha Pra-
jatantrik Morcha (BGPM)
founder, Anit Thapa, on
Wednesday resigned as the
Chief Executive of the
Gorkhaland Territorial Ad-
ministration (GTA), the au-
tonomous body managing the
civic affairs in the hills of Dar-
jeeling, Kalimpong and
Kurseong in North Bengal.

His resignation comes just
24 hours after West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari, at a public meeting
in Kurseong, announced a
probe into the alleged ram-
pant corruption in the func-
tioning of the GTA.

BGPM is the hill ally of the
previous ruling party in West
Bengal, Trinamool Congress.
Thapa occupied the chair of
the Chief Executive of the
GTA in 2022. As per sched-
ule, his tenure in that chair
was supposed to be till 2027.

PM to disburse employment
incentives under PM-VBRY

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will disburse incentives
worth approximately Rs 2,400
crore under the Pradhan
Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar
Yojana (PM-VBRY) during a
special programme scheduled
for Friday.

The initiative is part of the
government's broader strategy
to promote formal employ-
ment, support first-time
workers, and encourage busi-
nesses to generate new jobs.

According to the Prime
Minister’s Office, the scheme
has already contributed to the
creation of nearly 15 lakh em-
ployment opportunities
across the country since its
launch. Designed to strength-

port for first-time employees
entering the workforce. Eligi-
ble beneficiaries can receive
incentives of up to Rs 15,000,
providing financial assistance
during the early stages of their
careers. The government be-
lieves that such support can
ease the transition into formal
employment while encourag-
ing more young people to join
organized sectors of the econ-
omy.

The scheme also provides
benefits to employers who
create additional jobs. Com-
panies and establishments
that expand their workforce
are eligible to receive incen-
tives of up to Rs 3,000 per
month for every additional

employee hired. This

of manufacturing in econom-
ic development, the pro-
gramme offers extended sup-
port to employers operating
in the manufacturing sector.
Such employers can avail in-
centives for a period of four
years, while businesses in oth-
er sectors are eligible for ben-
efits for two years. The gov-
ernment expects this ap-
proach to encourage industri-
al expansion and strengthen
India's manufacturing ecosys-
tem.

Introduced in August 2025,
the Pradhan Mantri Viksit
Bharat Rozgar Yojana has a
total financial outlay of Rs
99,446 crore. The scheme is
designed to facilitate the cre-
ation of more than 3.5 crore
jobs over a two-year period.

the aircraft and ensure
operational safety. Airport
officials said the neces-
sary inspections and
checks were conducted in
line with established avia-
tion safety protocols. Af-
ter the completion of all
required procedures, the
aircraft was cleared for
further operations.

Agencies flag Gujjar’s
growingrolein|SI
driven by money

New Delhi
The ISI has managed to
stitch together a well-
oiled network of gang-
sters to carry out attacks
in India. The name of
Shahzad Bhatti has
cropped up in several cas-
es that the police are in-
vestigating. Officials say that
while Bhatti runs the show of
planning and execution, his
close aide, Ajmal Gujjar, isin
charge of the smuggling net-
work. Gujjar operates out of
Pakistan and is a key playerin
this racket, officials also say.
Guijjar operates under the ISI
and was roped in to assist
Bhatti. An Intelligence Bureau
official says that both Bhatti
and Gujjar run the network
that has been tasked with
carrying out attacks in India.
Bhatti, who was an influencer
before being roped in by the
ISI, handles all operations on
social media.

en participation in the formal
economy, the programme
offers financial incentives to
both employees and em-
ployers, creating a frame-
work intended to accel-
erate employ-
ment-led eco-
nomic growth.

One of the key
features of the
scheme is sup-

- provision is aimed
. at motivating
businesses to in-
crease recruit-
ment and con-
tribute to long-
term employ-
».  ment gen-
. eration.

Of the projected beneficiaries,
approximately 1.92 crore are
expected to be first-time en-
trants into the workforce,
highlighting the programme’s
focus on youth employment.
Government officials de-
scribe the initiative as a signif-

\

Recog-  icant step toward expanding
| nizing formal employment opportu-
| the cru-  nities and increasing social

cial role  security coverage for workers.

Jabil opens AI manufacturing unit

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Electron-
ics and Information Technol-
ogy Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Wednesday said India is
steadily emerging as a trusted
global partner in electronics
manufacturing as he inaugu-
rated a new advanced manu-
facturing facility established
by Jabil in Maharashtra.

The facility is expected to
play a significant role in sup-

porting the rapidly growing
global demand for artificial
intelligence infrastructure.
Located at Ranjangaon near
Pune, the state-of-the-art
manufacturing plant will pro-
duce critical components used
in AI data centres. The project
aligns with the government's
broader vision of strengthen-
ing domestic manufacturing
capabilities while expanding
India's presence in global
technology supply chains.

in Maharashtra

The inauguration ceremony
was attended by Vaishnaw and
Devendra Fadnavis. Speaking
on the occasion, the Union
Minister highlighted the im-
portance of advanced manufac-
turing in driving economic
growth and enhancing India's
technological competitiveness.

As per ccording to Vaish-
naw, the new facility reflects
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's vision of Make in India,
Make for the World.

MP on high alert
ahead of Murmu’s
5-day state visit

INDORE

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Ramanagara Special Division, Ramanagara,
Bangalore South District.

Security has been tightened
across Madhya Pradesh in view
of President Droupadi Murmu’s
scheduled two-day visit to Om-

kareshwar.

Director General of Police
Kailash Makwana has instructed
police officials in all districts to
remain extra vigilant and ensure
smooth maintenance of law and
order during this period. Presi-
dent Murmu is on five-day visit

to Madhya Pradesh.

She is set to arrive in Om-
kareshwar via Indore on June 18.

DIPR/Ramanagar/120/Manipal/2026-27

MCOCA CASE: DELHI COPS GETS SC

NOTICE ON CONMAN’S WIF

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
issued notice to the Delhi Police on
a bail plea filed by Leena Maria
Paul, wife of alleged conman
Sukesh Chandrashekhar, in a case
registered under the stringent Ma-
harashtra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA) arising out
of the Rs 200 crore extortion rack-
et.

A bench of Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and Vipul M. Pancholi
sought a response from the Delhi
Police and posted the matter for
further hearing on July 27.

Paul has challenged a Delhi
High Court judgment refusing her
regular bail in the MCOCA case
linked to the alleged extortion syn-
dicate headed by Chandrashekhar.

However, she had earlier secured
bail in the parallel money launder-
ing proceedings investigated by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

According to the prosecution,

~

organised crime syndicate.

the case stems from an FIR regis-
tered by the Delhi Police Special
Cell in August 2021 on a complaint
alleging that Chandrashekhar and
his associates extorted around Rs
217 crore from the wife of a busi-
nessman on the pretext of securing
legal relief for her husband. The
prosecution further alleged that
Chandrashekhar operated the ex-
tortion network from jail with the
help of associates and corrupt pris-
on officials, while Paul played an
active role in handling and chan-
nelising the proceeds of crime.In a
judgment delivered on May 5, the
Delhi High Court had declined to

extortion.

tion.

E’S BAIL PLEA

grant bail to Paul, holding that the
allegations and material on record
prima facie indicated her involve-
ment in the activities of the alleged

A single-judge Bench of Justice
Prateek Jalan observed that an ear-
lier Delhi High Court judgment
had already recorded prima facie
findings that Paul was involved in
running an organised crime syndi-
cate since 2013 with the motive of
pecuniary gain by cheating and Sl.

The judge further recorded that
she was allegedly in continuous 01
contact with Chandrashekhar
while he was lodged in jail, coordi-
nated with his associates, facilitat-
ed disposal of crime proceeds and
made the payment for the ‘Silent Sl
Calling App’ used by Chan-
drashekhar to allegedly commit 1
the foundational crime of extor-

Short Term Tender Notification No.: 04/2026-27 Date : 17-06-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

Tenders are invited in Two Cover System from the eligible
Contractors for 07 Work from Rs. 470.00 Lakhs through
E-procurement Portal as per the Standard Bid Documents. The
eligible Contractors can participate in this tender through

E-procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

1) Documents May be Downloaded from 19-06-2026
to 29-06-2026, 2) Last Date for Submission of Tender
29-06-2026 upto 16.00 hours. 3) Date of Pre-Bid
Meeting : 24-06-2026 at 11.30 hours, 4) Date of Opening
of Technical Bid : 30-06-2026 (If possible) at 11.30 hours.

Tender Processing Fees, EMD as per E-procurement. For more
information contact the undersigned during Office Hours.

PWD, Special Division, Ramanagara,

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Bangalore South District.

2026-27.

Two Cover System from eligible,

Government of Karnataka

DISTRICT HOSPITAL VIJAYAPURA
(HEAL AND FAMILY WELFARE SERVICES)
Office of the District Surgeon, District Hospital Vijayapura
Telephone No: 08352-270009, E-mail: dsbijapur@gmail.com
No: DHV/DIET/Tender/2026-27

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

Subject: Invitation for Tenders through the E-Procurement Portal for the Supply of Prepared
Diet/Nutritional Food to In-patients of the District Hospital, Vijayapura for the Financial Year

Online tenders are hereby invited through the Government E-Procurement Portal under the
reputed and experienced dietary service
providers/contractors for the supply of prepared diet/nutritional food to the in-patients of
the District Hospital, Vijayapura, for the financial year 2026-27. Details given below.

Date: 16.06.2026

No

Details of Tender Tender EMD Tender Number Remarks

No Amount Amount

Supply of prepared DHFWS/2026-27/

diet/nutritional food to the | 1,09,00,000/-|1,09,000/- SE2224

in-patients of the District

Hospital, Vijayapur
Critical Dates and Schedule

Event / Activity Date & Time

the Tender

Last Date for Submitting Objections regarding

20.06.2026 up to 4.00 PM

Last Date for Submitting of Food Samples

20.06.2026 up to 4.00 PM

24.06.2026 up to 4.00 PM

2
3 |Last Date and Time for Uploading Tender Forms
4 |Date of Opening / Downloading Technical Bids

26.06.2026 from 10.30 AM onwards

THE COURT OF THE 1 ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE &
J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR

Petitioner; 1) Smt, Pillamma W/o Srinivas Aged about
42 years, 2) 8ri,Srinivas Sfo Venkateshappa Aged about
49 years, 3) Sri,Shashikumar Sjo Srinivas Aged about
23 years, All are Riat Hasan aghatta Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk Bangalore Rural District

Vs
Respondent; The Thahashildar Doddaballapura
Taluk Doddaballapur

Whereea the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
section 13 (3) and 14 of Registration of Birth and Deaths
Act 1969 for seeking the death certificate of her Sister
of petitioner 01 & sister in Law of Petitioner No 02 &
Aynty of Petitioner No 03 by name SMT, NANJAMMA
W/0 LATE BASAVRAJU who died 08-05-2001 at
Hasannaghatta Village, Kasaba Hobali, Doddaballapur
Taluk, Bangalore Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby noticed thet whoever has
interested in this said matter may Apper in person
or through advocate duly authorized before court
08.07.2026 at 11 AM in default this will be heard and
disposed off Ex-parte order.
Given under my hand seal the court on the 16th day
Jun 2026
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMFC

Court Doddabaallapura

Advocate: Nagaraju C., Doddaballapur 561203

THE COURT OF THE 1 ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE &
J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR

Petitioner; 1) Smt, Pillamma WJo Srinivas Aged about
42 years, 2) Sri,Srinivas Slo Venkateshappa Aged about
49 years, 3) Sri,Shashikumar Sfo Srinivas Aged about
23 years, All are Rlat Hasan aghatta Vilage, Kasaba
Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk Bangalore Rural District

Vs
Respondent; The Thahashildar Doddaballapura
Taluk Doddaballapur

SBRT> SHTINT TR, XyBeTH

ROHFIROT BPOHOTTTT Fe8ed, TeIRe: Ton’ TF, ByTeSH DHTSNS WOE,

&am&—570024, E-mail: ee.environmentmcc@gmail.com

50 BeF1/BD/101/2022-23 0F008: 12.06.2026
Bore® Tpus

BT IRFOR TRF TIR 00T Fpewdre® whosseost SR
dodmado DTIINT TDFON  ANG WBTTTY EORT® eﬁ&gé’hzﬁmﬂd. DW/T B3 FYFOWOLTOTT

5 |Date of Opening / Downloading Financial Bids

29.06.2026 from 10.30 AM onwards

Brief Scope of Work

Whereea the Petitioner has filed the above petition under

The Selected bidder will be responsible for the hygienic preparation, handling, transport and
timely distribution of prescribed therapeutic and general diets to the indoor patients
admitted at the District Hospital, Vijayapura, adhering strictly to the nutritional guidelines
provided by the hospital administration.
General Instructions to Bidders

* Two Cover System: Bidders must submit their Technical Bid and Financial Bid separately on

* Sample Submission: Ensure food samples are submitted to the designed authority before
the specified deadline (20.06.2026, 4.00 PM). failing which the technical bid may be

* All relevant registrations FSSAI licenses, and financial documents must be valid and

sectiné16193 (3) and 14 of Registration of Birth and Deaths Tend No. of Work Amount Y-BRWFe IQ orT AR Bowe® nYRe the e-procurement platform.
Act 1969 for seeking the death certificate of her mother ender 0. of Wor - BRNOH DF0E

of petitioner 01 & Mother in Law of Petitioner No 02 (InLakhs) 2T OT0T

& Grand Mother in Law of Petitioner No 03 by name

SHTMUNTAYANNA WO LATECHACANMAPRR | | o oo 01t0 04 60.29 12.06.2026 20.06.2026 _ -¢

who died 15-06-1995 at Hasannaghatta Village, Kasaba ervice fender 05 29.38 15.06.2026 25.06.2026 disqualified.

Hobali, Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore Rural District.

In"this regard it is hereby noticed thet whoever has EOI 01 - 12.06.2026 20.06.2026

interested in this said matter may Apper in person
or through advocate duly authorized before court
08.07.2026 at 11 AM in default this will be heard and
disposed off Ex-parte order.
Given under my hand seal the court on the 16th day
Jun 2026
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMFC

Court Doddabaallapura

Advocate: Nagaraju C., Doddaballapur -561203

TIRTOB/ Ty RRTH/343/00R T0%/2026-27

©@®F &RweSH (https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in) S0a39083 0BT IY LRNBELITOD. BT DBWITDY, 20
ABOHTY BRRT DTINT TdIoH  Fo.¢ (TOZT) TBT Tede0CHY FOTFA BgT [Pk TBODLTRD.
D3eR BRUS: [OT WBIT[e ARWS / WBRRT / RBANYFY (https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in) Fpewr SEY
B3, TFSRMOHTD I CIPFTe BYF TFUE BRCBIRHROY,
o/~ TOONFTOVT WPOHOITT(TOXT)
sizé:&fad) HeINT O, aﬁaé!i:ad;.

uploaded electronically Manual submissions will not be considered.
* For more information please visit www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in and refer to the tender no:
DHFWS/2026-27/SE2224
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SL Bribery
Commissionarrests |
ex-president’s son

Colombo
Authorities detained a
prominent political fig-

ure as anti-corruption in-
vestigations continue
under Sri Lanka’s gov-
ernment. Sri Lanka’s an-
ti-corruption authorities
have arrested Yoshitha
Rajapaksa, the son of
former President Mahin-
da Rajapaksa, according
to local media reports
published on Wednes-
day.The arrest was car-
ried out by the country’s
bribery and corruption
commission, which is re-
sponsible for investigat-
ing allegations of corrup-
tion, misuse of public re-
sources, and financial
misconduct involving
public officials and
poliically exposed
ndividuals.
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G7 leaders back truce, energy route diversification

G7 nations endorsed diplomatic efforts, urged regional stability, and sought alternative energy routes amid tensions.

LEADERS REAFFIRM SUPPORT TO
UKRAINE, TIGHTEN RUSSIA PRESSURE

EVIAN-LES-BAINS

Leaders of the Group of Seven
(G7) countries on Wednesday
called for a ceasefire in Leba-
non and pledged to diversify
global energy supply routes to
reduce dependence on the
strategically important Strait
of Hormuz.

The announcement came as
world powers welcomed an
interim agreement between
the United States and Iran
aimed at ending months of
conflict and creating a path-
way toward a permanent
peace settlement.

The G7 summit was held in
the French resort town of Evi-
an-les-Bains, located on the
shores of Lake Geneva. Dis-
cussions were dominated by
the ongoing crisis involving
Iran and the wider Middle
East. Leaders gathered as de-
tails of a ceasefire arrange-
ment between Washington
and Tehran gradually
emerged ahead of its expected
formal unveiling in Switzer-

land later this week.

According to officials, the
interim agreement is intended
to launch broader negotia-
tions that could eventually
bring a complete end to the
war. The conflict has report-
edly claimed more than 7,000
lives, with the majority of ca-
sualties occurring in Iran and
Lebanon. The humanitarian
impact of the war has raised
growing concerns among the
international community and
intensified calls for a lasting
resolution.

In a joint statement, G7
leaders emphasized the im-
portance of continued negoti-
ations and stressed that any
final settlement must address
concerns surrounding Iran’s
regional activities and nuclear
ambitions. The statement re-
iterated the group’s position
that Iran must never acquire a
nuclear weapon and called for
diplomatic efforts to ensure
long-term stability in the re-
gion.

The summit also provided
an opportunity for United

States President Donald
Trump to present the frame-
work of the agreement to fel-
low leaders from Britain, Can-
ada, France, Germany, Italy,
and Japan. While these coun-
tries largely share concerns
regarding Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, many had previously
expressed reservations about
the decision to engage in mil-
itary conflict.

The leaders signaled their
readiness to support imple-
mentation of the accord. A
coalition led by Britain and
France is expected to assist in
securing international ship-
ping routes once the Strait of
Hormuz reopens, which is an-
ticipated later this week. The
waterway remains one of the
world’s most critical energy
transit corridors.

The memorandum of un-
derstanding signed by Wash-
ington and Tehran reportedly
extends an earlier ceasefire by
an additional 60 days, allow-
ing negotiators time to pursue
a permanent truce.

EVIAN-LES-BAINS

Leaders of the Group of Sev-
en (G7) nations on Wednes-
day presented a united front
in support of Ukraine, sig-
naling stronger backing for
Kyiv while discussing addi-
tional measures to increase
pressure on Russia.

The developments came
during the G7 summit held in
the French resort town of Evi-
an-les-Bains, where global se-
curity, economic stability, and
ongoing geopolitical conflicts
dominated the agenda.

United States President Don-
ald Trump drew attention
during the summit when he
jokingly remarked, I'm the boss,
while joining fellow leaders at a
session focused on global eco-
nomic security.

Although made in a
light-hearted manner, the com-
ment reflected the significant
influence Washington contin-

ues to wield within the alliance
as major powers coordinate re-
sponses to international crises.

The summit produced a joint
statement emphasizing support
for Ukraine at a time when the
country has reported improved
battlefield performance against
Russian forces. Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskiy and
his allies arrived at the gather-
ing seeking to convince West-
ern partners that Ukraine’s mil-
itary efforts have strengthened
its position and that Moscow
should not be allowed to dictate
the terms of any future peace
agreement.

The statement is being
viewed as a diplomatic boost for
Kyiv and a sign that the United
States may be taking a firmer
stance toward Russia. For sever-
al years, Trump had been per-
ceived as skeptical of some ar-
guments advanced by Ukraine
and its supporters.

|, Mahammed Mustaq S/o Shake
Jahangeer alias Basha, Residing at
No. 9/7, Linden Repose, 2nd B Cross,
Linden Street, Y.G. Palya, Bengaluru-
560047, have changed my name to
Mohammed Mushtaq, date of birth
12.06.1993, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 17-06-2026 Before Notary
G.DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, HASEENA, W/o. Mushtaq Ahmed,
Resident of No. 12, 1st Floor, Sarang
Nandi Garden Block, S C Avalahalli, J P
Nagar 9th Phase, Alahalli PO, Bengaluru
-560062, Karnataka, have changed
my name to HASEENA BEGUM, vide
affidavit dated: 17.06.2026 before notary
G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

I, SAIl PRASAD K
HIRAPACHE S/o KRISHNA
DHULAPPA HIRAPACHE,
R/o Plot No.17, CTS 5768,
SY No.162, Maratha Colony,
Tilakwadi, Belagavi,
Karnataka-590006, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
SAIPRASAD HIRAPACHE.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general
public that Mr./Ms. Sri Vivekananda
Shikshana Samsthe Represented by
sri Prakash. M (hereinafter referred to
as the "Intending Purchaser") is in-
tending to purchase the immovable
property bearing description as fol-
lows:

Property Description:

SCHEDULE OF THE PROPERTY
All that piece and parcel of Land
(Commercial Converted for Educa-
tional Purpose) is situated at
Ichanahalli Village, Kasaba Hobli,
Holenarasipura Taluk, Hassan District,
bearing survey No. 14/2 measuring
with an extent of 2 Acres 2 Guntas,
Property No.364 (as per Grama
Panchayath Records) having E-Khata
No.: 151600700800820032, assess-
ment no. 364 a total area of 8092 sq
mtrs out of which a constructed area
of 2899 sq mtrs a odd site consists
of which is bounded; East: Holenarasi
pura-Keralapura Road, West: Prop-
erty belonging to Sri Siddaiah, North:
Property belonging to Sri Ningaiah &
Others, South: Property belonging to
SriAmeen Siddaiah
All that piece and parcel of the above
property more fully described is be-
ing offered for sale by Mr./Ms.Suresh.
C. S/o Kumar nair (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the "Seller"). It has been
represented to the Intending Pur-
chaser that the Seller is presently un-
der substantial financial liabilities and
debts. Therefore, this public notice is
hereby issued to invite claims, objec-
tions, or demands, if any, from any
person(s), financial institution(s), or
entity(ies) having any right, title, inter-
est, claim, lien, charge, mortgage, en-
cumbrance, or any form of transac-
tion whatsoever in respect of the said
property. All such persons are hereby
required to submit their claims or ob-
jections, along with supporting docu-
mentary evidence, to the undersigned
within one week [7 days] from the date
of publication of this notice, failing
which it shall be presumed that there
are no such claims or objections, and
the Intending Purchaser shall pro-
ceed with the transaction. Further, if
any person(s) fails to notify their claim
within the stipulated period, and any
liability, debt, or encumbrance arises
subsequently, the same shall be
deemed to have been suppressed,
and the Seller shall be solely liable
for the same. The Seller hereby
agrees to indemnify and keep indem-
nified the Intending Purchaser against
all such claims, losses, damages, or
liabilities arising in future.
Advocate: Sri. Rajashekara.H.T, Ad-
vocate, Holenarasipura, Roll
No:KAR:3181/2010 Mobile No.
9141140525

Place: Holenarasipura

Date: 18-06-2026

l,Ishaan Chandrasekharan
S/o Sinoj Chandrasekharan
R/o # Villa No-267
Heritage County, Thindlu
Main Road, Sarjapura,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
562125, have changed my

name to Ishaan Nair.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, NAZEER NISAR AHMED, S/o. Nisar
Ahmed, Resident of No. 953, Avalahalli
Quarters, 7th Cross to 12th Cross, Near
Agsa Masjid, BDA Layout, Anjanapura
PO, Bengaluru -560062, have changed
my name to NAZEER AHMED, vide
affidavit dated: 17.06.2026 before notary
G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

I,DIPANWITA DAS W/o
RAGHUNANDAN K ACHAR,
R/o 9, 4th Cross, A Block,
Dinnur Main Road, Bangalore
North, R T Nagar, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560032, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
DIPANWITA RAGHUNANDAN
ACHAR.

_ NAME CHANGE

| Rani Samson (old name) w/o V.
Samson Residing at No.665, 10th
main, 9th Cross, Kalyan nagar post,
Hennur Cross Bangalore -560043.
have changed my name to RANI
HEMAVATHI (New name) vide affidavit
dated 15/06/2026 before Notary C.
Sharada Bangalore.

I, LAKSHMI N G W/o T G

Netanyahu faces mounting
challenges prior to elections

JERUSALEM

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu is heading
into a crucial election season
facing growing political pres-
sure as an interim agreement
between the United States and
Iran reshapes the regional
landscape and raises fresh
questions about his leader-
ship. With national elections
required to be called by Octo-
ber, the veteran leader must
now convince voters that his
handling of multiple conflicts
and Israel’s strategic alliances
has strengthened the country
despite mounting criticism.
Netanyahu, 76, recently
confirmed his intention to

seek another term in office.
However, opinion polls sug-
gest his right-wing coalition
could struggle to retain
power. While his long polit-
ical career and ability to
build governing alliances
have repeatedly defied ex-
pectations, analysts believe
this election may be among
the most challenging he has
faced.The latest complica-
tion stems from United
States President Donald
Trump’s decision to pursue
an interim peace arrange-
ment with Iran and efforts
to end conflicts involving
Iran and Lebanon. The de-
velopment has led critics to
argue that Israel’s military.

Iran deal includes $300 bn fund, over
half of which already committed

DUBAI

A $300 billion private fund designed to trigger investment
into Iran is outlined in the U.S.-Iran framework agreement
and more than half that sum has already been committed,
a source with direct knowledge of the deal told Reuters.
The fund is designed to give both sides an economic in-
centive to conclude a final deal to end the war, said the
source, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the
plan has not yet been announced as Washington and Teh-

ran prepare to sign on Friday.

The fund's existence has been previously reported but
Reuters is revealing for the first time that more than half
of the amount has already been committed and that it will
be comprised entirely of private-sector funds.

U.S. and Iranian ofticials said on Sunday they had agreed
on a framework to end their war, which began when U.S.
and Israeli forces attacked Iran on February 28, halt the
U.S. blockade of Iran and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, a

LALITH, R/o 2159/3, 18th
Division, Thyagarajanagar,
Dod Ballapur, Bangalore
Rural, Karnataka-561203,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
LAKSHMITL.

| NAME CHANGE

Ward No. 13, Opposite Poly Clinic, Topa
Khana Mohalla, Ramanagara-562159,

SHABANA PARVEEN HIDAYATHULLA
in certain records and documents. My
correct and actual name is SHABANA
PARVEEN only. Henceforth, | shall be

gas.

|, SHABANA PARVEEN, residing at

do hereby declare that my name
has been incorrectly mentioned as

known and recognized by the name
SHABANA PARVEEN for all legal,

key supply route for global oil and

The new fund is a private invest-
ment vehicle, not a reconstruction
or reparations programme and
will not include any government
money or grants, the source said,
adding that companies based in
the U.S., the Gulf Arab states,
Asia, South America and Africa
have agreed to commit financing.

Investments pledged span ener-

Immigrant detention deaths rise
amid deportation crackdown

WASHINGTON

The number of deaths in
United States immigration de-
tention facilities has risen
sharply since President Don-
ald Trump launched a large-
scale deportation campaign in
January 2025, according to
official records reviewed by
news organizations and re-
searchers.

The increase has sparked
renewed concerns about med-
ical care, mental health sup-
port, and overall conditions
within detention centers
housing tens of thousands of
migrants.

Recent cases have highlight-
ed the human toll inside the
detention system. A Vietnam-
ese detainee with cardiovascu-
lar problems reportedly col-
lapsed and died at a repurposed
maximum-security prison in
Indiana that is now being used
to hold immigrants.

In Pennsylvania, a Chinese
detainee who had previously
attempted suicide was found
dead after hanging himself in
a detention facility shower. In
New York, a Honduran man
suffering from alcohol with-
drawal symptoms and an ele-
vated heart rate died in his
cell without receiving emer-
gency medical intervention.

According to Immigration
and Customs Enforcement

while in immigration deten-
tion since the beginning of
2025. Data obtained through
public records requests and
analyzed by researchers indi-
cate that the rate of deaths in
detention has increased sig-
nificantly compared to previ-
ous years.

Between 2009 and 2024,
immigration detention facili-
ties recorded approximately
one death annually for every
3,848 detainees based on aver-
age daily populations. Prelim-
inary figures through early
June 2025 suggest the rate has
more than doubled, reaching
roughly one death for every
1,630 detainees. While experts
caution that deaths can occur
for a variety of reasons and do
not automatically indicate
negligence, they say the trend
warrants closer examination.
The data was obtained by the
Deportation Data Project and
processed by the Vera Insti-

records, 50 people have died

tute of Justice, a nonprofit or-
ganization focused on crimi-
nal justice reform and incar-
ceration issues.

Immigration detention
populations have increased
steadily in recent years.
During the administration of
former U.S. President Joe
Biden, enforcement measures
expanded amid political pres-
sure over border security.

The detention population
rose from a pandemic-era low
of approximately 14,000 de-
tainees in early 2021 to
around 40,000 by the time
Trump returned to office.Fol-
lowing the launch of the cur-
rent administration’s deporta-
tion campaign, the detained
population surged to nearly
70,000 people before declining
to about 57,000 by early June.
Experts reviewing detention
records have expressed concern
that facilities may be struggling
to keep pace with the growing
number of detainees.

Norway crown princess undergoes lung transplant

OSLO

Norway's Crown Princess
Mette-Marit has undergone a
successful lung transplant and
will remain in hospital for
several weeks as she begins
her recovery, doctors at Oslo
University Hospital said on
Wednesday.

The 52-year-old wife of
Crown Prince Haakon, heir to

ease that causes scarring in
the lungs and reduces oxygen
uptake.

The hospital said the trans-
plant had so far been success-
ful, in a statement provided by
the palace, but without speci-
fying exactly when the proce-
dure took place.

Like all newly transplanted
patients, the crown princess
will remain at the hospital for
several weeks to come, Oslo
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gy, logistics, manufacturing and

official, personal and all other purposes. transport the source said.

Sworn before Ramanagara Notary
Puttaraju P,
Dated: 17-06-2026

the Norwegian throne, was
diagnosed with pulmonary
¢ fibrosis in 2018, a chronic dis-

University Hospital Professor
Are Holm said.

The time would be spent
adjusting medication, manag-
ing potential complications
and beginning physical reha-
bilitation, he said. The surgery
comes at a strained time for
the royal family: earlier Mthis
week, Mette-Marit's 29-year-
old son from a previous rela-
tionship, Marius Borg Hoiby,
was convicted of rape and do-
mestic violence and sentenced
to four years in prison. Hoiby
plans to appeal, his lawyer has
said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public is hereby informed that my client, intends to enter into certain
transaction in respect of immovable property situated at Nagamanagala

UAE minister visits Thu

AJMAN l

Village, Madabal Hobli, Magadi Taluk and Bengaluru South District, which
is more particularly described in the SCHEDULE hereunder and herein after
referred to as the Schedule Property, with its present owner, who has
represented to my client that he is the absolute owner of the Schedule
Property having unrestricted right of alienation over the same.

The owner has further represented to my client that Schedule Property
is free from all kinds of encumbrances, charges, liens, litigations and/or
any third-party rights/claims of any nature whatsoever.

Any person or persons, having any claim, interest or right on the
property described in the Schedule written hereunder or any part thereof
by way of any litigation(s) pending before any court or tribunal or
governmental or statutory authority or by way of inheritance, sale, exchange,
mortgage, lien, pledge, gift, trust, bequest, possession, lease, charge,
easement, grant, tenancy or encumbrance howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required to intimate the same to the undersigned in writing within seven
(15) days from the date of publication of this notice of his/her/its claim, if
any, with all supporting documents, failing which the transaction shall be
completed without reference to such claim, and the claims, if any, of such
person (s) shall be treated as waived and not binding on my client.

SCHEDULE PROPERTY
All that piece and parcel of the agricultural land bearing Sy. No. 44/1,

Rncriotmit ob Tareh, #mbsonn 7,

Madahal

ing 03 Acres 10 Guntas, si d atN. la Village,

TondoRNcEE acwth 13 Hondanicss aom
& TYS e AITN Frnedd0n 7Y 2ok
SRANYH.

hreoRod Beotisth MRt T3y TR,
werb sled wagzlondh gom worky) BEAR: Deded B
GIRRREoR @ FRe FYW Ha0F IR0
S, Mook, TRA & LA GRADIF.

SROT MEHSTOYE. Fenededoanint

9= SeT, Dot 16-06-2026 wdes,

Hobli, Magadi Taluk and Bengaluru South District and bounded on:
East By: Land belonging to N. R. Narendra and Government Road;
West By: Government Oni,
North By: Land bearing Sy. No. 45,
South By: Land belonging to Gowr:
Contact Address:
Sd/-Akhilesh S., Advocate,
No. 79, Sathyanarayana, H. B. C. S. 2nd Stage, 3rd Cross,
Mahalakshmipuram Post, Bangalore-560 086.
Email: akhileshsridhar1994@gmail.com
Place: Bangalore. Date: 16-06-2026

Kuamr G.Y. and Ramesh G.Y.

UAE Minister of Foreign Trade
Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyou-
di visited Thumbay Medicity in |
Ajman, marking his first visit to
one of the region’s largest inte-
grated hubs for medical educa-
tion, healthcare, and research.

He was received by Dr. Thum-
bay Moideen, Founder President
of Thumbay Group, along with
senior academic and healthcare
leaders of the institution.

During the visit, he toured key
facilities including Gulf Medical
University and Thumbay’s teach-
ing hospitals, observing how ed-
ucation, patient care, and re-
search function together within
the same campus.

He also reviewed the growth of
the institution, which began as a
single college in 1998 and has
now expanded into a global hub
attracting students from more
than 111 countries.

A meeting was later held be-
tween Dr. Moideen and the Min-
ister at Thumbay University Hos-
pital, where discussions focused
on the role of private healthcare
and education in strengthening
the UAE’s knowledge economy.
They also discussed medical re-
search, life sciences, and the
country’s ambition to become a
global destination for talent, in-
novation, and investment.

The Minister said Thumbay
Group plays an important role in
advancing healthcare services and
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medical education in the UAE and
supports national goals under the
‘We the UAE 2031’ vision.

He added that the institution
reflects the country’s broader aim
of improving healthcare quality
and strengthening global part-
nerships in the sector.

Dr. Moideen expressed grati-
tude for the visit, saying it rein-
forces the importance of health-
care education and research in
the UAE’s long-term economic
development.
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eal Madrid sign Bernardo
Silva on free transfer

Real Madrid have signed Portuguese midfielder Bernardo Silva

on a free transfer from Manchester City on a two-year deal

MADRID

League titles, one Champions League, three FA

A

| Emirates
FLY BETTER

Real Madrid have signed Portuguese star Ber-
nardo Silva on a free transfer after his contract
with Manchester City ended. The 31-year-old
midfielder has agreed to a two-year deal with the
Spanish club. This move marks the latest addi-
- tion to manager Jose Mourinho’s
. rebuilding plan. Silva joins fellow
" new signing Marc Cucurella from
' Chelsea, while defender Antonio
Rudiger has also signed a con-
\ tract extension.
' Silva spent nine success-
ful years at Manchester
City, where he became
one of the club’s great-
\ est players. He played
460 matches and
scored 76 goals, help-
City win 20 major tro-
phies. His collection includes six Premier

f

Cups, and many more honors. Known for his
creativity and hard work, Silva was a favorite of
manager Pep Guardiola. He played a big part in
City’s historic Treble-winning season in 2022-
23. In his final year, he even captained the team
to more cup successes.

The Portuguese international knows Real Ma-
drid well, having faced them 13 times and scored
four goals against them in the Champions
League, including a memorable brace in a 4-0
win. Now, Silva brings his experience and win-

ning spirit to the Santiago Bernabeu. Mourinho

hopes the midfielder’s skills will help Real
bounce back after a tough 2025-26 season where
they missed the LaLiga title and exited the
Champions League early.

Fans are excited about this smart signing,
which adds quality and leadership to the squad
without costing a transfer fee. Silva’s journey
from City to Madrid promises fresh excitement
in Spanish football.

Australia’s disciplined bowling attack
restricted Bangladesh to 77/8, securing
a dominant victory at Headingley in
Match 9 of the Women’s T20 World Cup

GARTH, MOLINEUX LEAD

LEEDS

Australia produced a domi-
nant bowling display as Ban-
gladesh were restricted to
77/8 in 20 overs in Match 9 of
the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup 2026 at Headingley. Cap-
tain Nigar Sultana played a
lone hand with 27 runs, but
struggled to build support as
wickets kept falling around
her. Australia's bowlers Kim
Garth, Sophie Molineux, El-
lyse Perry, Georgia Warcham,
and Annabel Sutherland
shared wickets with tight lines
and discipline.

Garth struck early, remov-
ing Dilara Akhtar for a duck,
while Molineux and Perry
added key breakthroughs in
the middle overs. Bangladesh
never recovered, reaching
only 22/3 in the powerplay as
pressure mounted on their
batting lineup. Nigar Sultana
and Ritu Moni attempted a
rebuild, but Australia contin-
ued to tighten control through
accurate seam bowling.

LUCKNOW

AUSTRALIAS BOWLING ATTACK

Ritu Moni scored 16 before
being dismissed by Georgia
Wareham, while Sultana fell
for 27 trying to attack Sophie
Molineux. Bangladesh were
bowled out for a modest total
as Australia sealed a convinc-
ing victory with disciplined
finishing in final overs. Ellyse
Perry finished with two wick-
ets, while Molineux and
Garth also claimed two each,
underlining Australia’s strong
depth in bowling attack.

Australia's win strengthens

Rohit Sharma has become only the fifth Indian batter

to reach 14,000 runs in List A cricket, achieving the
milestone during the second ODI against Afghani-
stan. He looked in fine touch and scored 48 runs off
39 balls, hitting six fours and two sixes at a strike
rate above 120. With this achievement, Rohit now
has 14,038 runs in 356 List A matches, including 37
centuries across international and domestic cricket.

The overall List A record in India is still held by
Sachin Tendulkar with 21,999 runs in 551 matches
and 60 centuries. He is followed by Virat Kohli,
Sourav Ganguly and Rahul Dravid in the all-time

Indian List A run charts. In the match, Afghanistan
won the toss and chose to field first in Lucknow.

Ishan Kishan.

Gill scored 154 and Kishan made 125, helping In-
dia dominate the Afghan bowling attack throughout
the innings. Nangeyalia Kharoti and Rashid Khan
picked wickets for Afghanistan but could not stop
India’s big total. Afghanistan now need 403 runs to
level the ODI series after a tough bowling effort.

Rohit’s achievement adds another milestone to his
long List A career and strengthens his legacy as one
of India’s most consistent batters across formats
while the team continues to dominate the series with
strong batting performances and confident bowling
support in the ongoing tour against Afghanistan in
Lucknow cricket series today match

India posted a massive total of 402 all out in 49.5
overs, driven by centuries from Shubman Gill and

their position in the tourna-
ment and sends a strong mes-
sage to other teams competing
for the title. Bangladesh will
look to regroup quickly, as
they search for consistency in
their remaining group match-
es after a tough outing against
the defending champions.
Headingley offered helpful
seam conditions throughout,
making batting difficult and
rewarding disciplined bowl-
ing efforts from Australia’s
attack on the day.

Sunit Chowrasia
co-leads NexGen
Opener

VARANASI

Thirty-one-year-old Sunit
Chowrasia of Kolkata,
twenty-seven-year-old Mu-
keem Ali of Mathura and
thirty-nine-year-old Dipan-
kar Kaushal of Noida
shared the opening round
lead at the inaugural PGTI
NexGen event in Varanasi.
All three players carded
three-under 67 to stay tied
after the first round at BLW
Greens Golf Course.

Sunit, who leads the Nex-

Gen Order of Merit, ar- /

rived after winning two /
recent tournaments and /
showed strong form
again. He mixed birdies
and bogeys but recov-
ered well after a double |
bogey on the tenth hole.
Mukeem Ali impressed
with excellent putting /
and finished strong |
with three consecu-
tive birdies at the
end of his round. He
said his putting made
the difference and
helped him stay confident
throughout the hot condi-
tions.

Dipankar Kaushal deliv-
ered a steady round with an
eagle on the eighteenth hole
and strong ball striking. He
hit seventeen greens in reg-
ulation and said he was
pleased
despite
a dou-
ble bo-
g ey
earlier.
< Other

;"-‘ golfers also
=

~ 44 stayed close

behind with

2 several
7 players un-

der par in

tough conditions.
Only a small number of
competitors managed
even par or better on
opening day. The
tournament winner
will earn a place on
the main tour next
season through

(1
o

-

Organisers
praised the
competitive
start and
said the
event is ex-
pected to
grow in popu-
larity across
India. Players
will continue
competing over
the coming rounds
with hopes of se-
curing valuable
ranking points and
improving their stand-
ings in the NexGen Or-
der of Merit race
through consistent per-
| formance this week at
Varanasi golf course
event today final round.
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Tim White leads Indian
junior hockey UK tour

NEW DELHI

The Indian junior women’s
hockey team will tour the
United Kingdom from July 5
to July 14, 2026, playing sev-
en matches as part of their
preparation under new coach
Tim White. They will face
Scotland Senior Women, En-
gland U-21, United States
U-21 and Belgium U-21
across Scotland and England
in a series of practice games.

The tour begins in Edin-
burgh with two matches
against Scotland on July 5
and 6 at Peffermill Playing
Fields. After that, the squad
moves to Lilleshall in En-
gland to play five more
matches against United
States, England, and Belgium
U-21 teams. Coach Tim
White said the tour will help
players gain valuable interna-
tional experience and learn

different styles of hockey at [~

a higher level. He added
that the matches will im-

__.—--...\'

\ NEW DELHI

FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino has praised Lionel
Messi for equalling the all-
time World Cup goal scor-
ing record with a brilliant
. hat-trick. The Argentine
. superstar matched Germa-
ny’s Miroslav Klose on 16
goals as defending champi-
ons Argentina beat Algeria
in their Group J opener at
the 2026 FIFA World Cup.
§ Messi, playing in a record
i sixth World Cup finals, lit
{1 up the stadium in Kansas
[ City with an exquisite dis-
play of finishing. He
reached the milestone in
just 76 minutes, delighting
a packed crowd that wit-

Austria ends 28
year wait with
3-1 WC Win

SANTA CLARA

Austria marked their return to
the FIFA World Cup after 28
years with a hard-fought 3-1
win over debutants Jordan at
the San Francisco Bay Area
Stadium. The Europeans took
the lead in the 20th minute
when Romano Schmid
smashed a powerful shot from
the edge of the box. Jordan
fought back bravely after the
break as Ali Olwan scored a
brilliant solo goal, becoming
the first Jordanian to net at a
World Cup. Austria regained
the lead when Jordan defender
Yazan Al Arab unfortunately
headed the ball into his own
net. Veteran striker Marko Ar-
nautovic sealed the victory
with a cool penalty in the 12th
minute of added time. Interest-
ingly, this result continued an
unusual record for Austria,
they have now played 30
World Cup matches without a
single goalless draw.

Jordan started the game with
plenty of energy and created
early chances, but Austria’s ex-
perience and finishing proved
decisive. The match was full of
drama, including a VAR re-
view that disallowed an earlier
Arnautovic goal for handball
in the build-up. The win gives
Austria a strong start in their
group while Jordan, despite the
defeat, earned respect for their
spirited debut on the big stage.

r

The Indian junior
women’s hockey team
will play seven
matches during their
United Kingdom tour
from July 5 to 14

prove confidence, expose
weaknesses, and prepare play-
ers for future senior national
team opportunities.

Hockey India said the tour
is part of its efforts to give
young players strong interna-
tional exposure and develop-
ment opportunities. The tour
schedule includes matches on
July 5,6, 8,9, 11, 12, and 14
across Edinburgh and
Lilleshall venues. Officials
believe the exposure tour will

; help bridge the gap

between junior

and senior inter-
national hockey.

¥ Players will

also get experi-

. ence of different

delivers

f ~ historic hat /“

trick in

nessed pure greatness.
Infantino, who was pres-
ent in the stands and cheer-
ing every goal, took to so-
cial media to celebrate. “@
leomessi has arrived in
style, scoring his first FIFA
World Cup hat-trick! An
amazing crowd witnessed
greatness,” he wrote. In an-
other post, he added, “Con-
gratulations to world cham-
pion @leomessi on scoring
your 16th FIFA World Cup
goal. This record speaks of
your timeless brilliance as
you continue to spread hap-
piness to millions.” The
39-year-old Messi started
the match three goals be-
hind Klose but quickly
closed the gap with clinical

4.

S
N

playing conditions, coaching
systems, and tactical ap-
proaches used by top interna-
tional sides. The team is ex-
pected to return with im-
proved skills, stronger team-
work, and better readiness
for future global tourna-
ments. This tour reflects In-
dia's long-term plan to devel-
op world-class women hock-
ey talent sys- tem
strengthening
effort.

finishing.

It was a memorable day
across the tournament. |
France’s Kylian Mbappe
scored twice to become his
country’s all-time top scor- |
er, while Erling Haaland
netted a brace on his World
Cup debut as Norway won
4-1 against Iraq. '

“What a fantastic day of |
football at the FIFA World ©
Cup! A hat-trick from Mes-
si following braces from
Mbappe and Haaland. This
tournament is setting new |
records and bringing joy to =
fans worldwide,” Infantino
said. Messi’s magic once
again proved why he re-
mains one of the greatest
players ever.

-
=
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Norwa mirror 1994
World Cup line-up

MASSACHUSETTS

Norway created a rare mo-
ment in football history after
becoming the first team in
FIFA World Cup history to
field three players whose fa-
thers also played in the tour-
nament, during their match
against Iraq in the ongoing
2026 edition. Stars Erling
Haaland, Alexander Serloth,
and Kristian Thorstvedt all
featured together for Norway,
continuing a unique family
legacy that links back 32
years.

In the 1994 FIFA World
Cup held in the United States,
Norway had also fielded their
fathers - Alf-Inge Haaland,
Goran Serloth, and Erik
Thorstvedt, in the same tour-
nament match against Italy,
making this modern moment

even more symbolic. On the
field, Norway delivered a
strong performance, defeating
Iraq 4-1. Haaland marked his
World Cup debut with two
goals and played a key role in
several attacking moves.

Norway took the lead in the
29th minute when Haaland
finished a low cross, but Iraq
briefly equalised through
Aymen Hussein’s header. Be-
fore half-time, Haaland re-
stored Norway’s advantage
after pressuring the Iraqi goal-
keeper into an error.

In the second half, Leo
Ostigard added a third goal
from a corner, before an own
goal by Iraq sealed the result
in stoppage time. Despite
some early pressure from Iraq,
Norway stayed in control for
most of the match and showed
strong finishing quality.
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Insurance demand
stays strong despite
regulatory uncertainty

New Delhi
India’s insurance sector is
navigating regulatory un-
certainty, but its long-
term growth prospects
remain robust, according
to a report by Kotak Insti-
tutional Equities. The
brokerage noted that
evolving regulations may
create short-term chal-
lenges for insurers, af-
fecting product struc-
tures, distribution mod-
els, and profitability.
However, fundamental
demand drivers continue
to support the sector’s
expansion. Rising income
levels, increasing finan-
cial awareness, growing
protection needs, and
low insurance penetra-
tion are expected to sus-
tain demand over the
coming years. The report
highlighted that demo-
graphic trends and ex-
panding access to insur-
ance products will further
strengthen industry
growth. Despite near-
term policy-related con-
cerns, the sector remains
well-positioned to benefit
from India’s long-term
economic and financial
development.

K’taka plans biotech
finance framework
for Al growth

Bengaluru
Karnataka is exploring a
new biotech finance
framework aimed at
strengthening innovation
and investment in life
sciences, while accelerat-
ing Al-led growth across
key sectors. According to
discussions involving pol-
icymakers and industry
members, the state is fo-
cusing on the conver-
gence of artificial intelli-
gence, guantum technol-
ogies, and biotechnology.
Stakeholders highlighted
opportunities in research,
diagnostics, drug discov-
ery, genomics, and preci-
sion medicine. The initia-
tive seeks to expand Al
adoption in scientific re-
search and healthcare in-
novation, while improving
funding mechanisms for
startups and research in-
stitutions. Officials said
the framework could po-
sition Karnataka as a
leading hub for deep-tech
innovation and
advanced healthcare
solutions in India.

South Korea joins
OpenAl Al security
alliance deal

Soule
South Korea has become
fourth country to sign Al secu-
rity partnership with OpenAl,
according to science ministry.
Under MoU, South Korea's Al
Safety Institute and OpenAl
will collaborate on global Al
safety evaluation frameworks,
exchange technical informa-
tion, and build assessment
standards reflecting Korean
language and societal con-
text. The partnership aims to
strengthen international coor-
dination on identifying and
mitigating risks from ad-
vanced Al systems.
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' India defence production hits record Z1.78L cr,up 15.6%

Rajnath Singh says the latest achievement hlghllghts the rapid expansion of India’s indigenous manufacturing capabilities.

NEW DELHI

India’s annual defence pro-
duction has surged to ¥1.78
lakh crore in 2025-26, mark-
ing a significant milestone in
the country’s push toward
self-reliance in the defence
sector.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said the “remarkable
rise” in domestic defence
manufacturing reflects the
combined efforts of the Min-
istry of Defence, public sector
undertakings, private indus-
try, and startups contributing
to the broader ecosystem.

As per official estimates, the
sharp rise in output highlights
India’s accelerating progress
under the “Aatmanirbhar
Bharat”, which aims to reduce
dependency on imports and
strengthen indigenous capa-
bilities across land, air, and
naval systems.

Over the past several years,
defence production has ex-
panded steadily due to policy
reforms, increased private sec-
tor participation, and greater
emphasis on indigenisation.
The sector has also benefited
from simplified procurement
procedures and incentives for

local manufacturing.
Officials noted that a grow-
ing share of defence equip-
ment is now being produced
domestically, ranging from
artillery systems and combat
vehicles to advanced electron-

ics and aerospace compo-
nents. This shift has also sup-
ported the development of a
wider supply chain ecosystem
involving micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEs).

The government has also
focused on boosting defence
exports, which have grown
alongside domestic produc-
tion. India is increasingly sup-
plying equipment to friendly
foreign nations, reflecting im-
proved competitiveness of its
defence industry.

Experts say the rise in pro-
duction not only strengthens
national security but also

contributes to economic
growth by generating em-
ployment, encouraging tech-
nological innovation, and
attracting investment into
high-tech manufacturing.
The defence sector is ex-
pected to remain a key pillar
of India’s industrial strategy,
with continued emphasis on
modernization, research and
development, and pub-
lic-private collaboration.
Officials believe that sus-
taining this momentum will
be crucial for meeting future
security challenges while po-
sitioning India as a major

SUMMARY

m The growth is driven by
Aatmanirbhar Bharat
manufacturing push.

m Registers strong growth
in domestic defence
ecosystem.

m Rising exports boost
India’s global
defence role.

m MSMEs and private
sector key contributors.

global defence manufactur-
ing hub in the coming years.

Policy stability boosts India’s
appeal for global investors

NEW DELHI

Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush
Goyal has urged global in-
vestors, corporates, and
venture capital funds to ac-
tively invest in India, stating
that they should “get into
action” before missing
emerging opportunities in
the country’s fast-growing
economy.

Speaking at a business en-
gagement event, Goyal em-
phasized that India’s invest-
ment ecosystem is now
well-developed, supported
by strong policy frame-
works, a large domestic con-
sumer base, and a rapidly
expanding startup land-
scape. He added that the
government is committed to
facilitating investor access
to markets and enabling

smoother business opera-
tions.

He highlighted that Indi-
an startups are delivering
strong performance across
multiple sectors, including
technology, manufacturing,
fintech, and digital services.
According to him, the coun-
try already has several
“tried and tested” business
models that demonstrate
scalability and global com-
petitiveness.

Goyal noted that India’s
large and young population
offers a significant con-
sumption base, making it
one of the most attractive
markets for long-term in-
vestment. He also pointed
to ongoing reforms aimed at
improving ease of doing
business, attracting foreign
capital, and strengthening
infrastructure.

Rupee rises 31 paise on
improved global risk outlook

Rupee strengthens to 94.29 against US dollar as
falling crude oil prices and improved global sentiment
boost forex market confidence and inflows.

MUMBAI

The Indian rupee strength-
ened in early trade on
Wednesday, rising 31 paise to
94.29 against the US dollar,
supported by easing crude oil
prices and improved global
risk sentiment.

Forex traders said the do-
mestic currency opened on a
firm note as Brent crude
slipped to near $79 per barrel,
a three-month low.

The decline in oil prices has
been driven by expectations of
improved supply conditions,
including potential geopoliti-
cal developments that could
ease tensions in key energy
routes such as the Strait of

Hormuz.

Lower crude oil prices typi-
cally support the rupee by re-
ducing India’s import bill, as
the country remains one of
the world’s largest oil im-
porters.

The recent slide in global
oil benchmarks has also eased
concerns over inflationary
pressures and external ac-
count stability.

In addition, a softer US dol-
lar in global markets has pro-
vided further support to
emerging market currencies,

including the rupee.

Improved investor senti-
ment and reduced volatility
have contributed to increased
inflows into domestic equity
markets, adding strength to
the currency.

Market participants also
noted that expectations of
steady foreign investment in-
flows and a narrowing trade
deficit have helped reinforce
positive momentum for the
rupee.

Domestic economic funda-
mentals, including strong

growth projections and resil-
ient capital markets, contin-
ue to support currency
stability.

Analysts said that while
short-term volatility cannot
be ruled out, the rupee is like-
ly to remain sensitive to glob-
al crude oil movements, US
Federal Reserve policy signals,
and geopolitical develop-
ments. On the domestic front,
equity markets traded higher
in early sessions, reflecting
broader optimism across asset
classes.

The currency’s gains align
with improved sentiment in
both equity and commodity
markets as investors respond
to easing global risks.

SpaceX IPO Success Highlights Growing Convergence of Satellites, Connectivity and Artificial Intelligence,
Driving Investor Interest in Future Technologies

SPACEX TPO SHATTERS RECORDS
AT $1.7 TRILLION VALUATION

NEW DELHI

The blockbuster initial pub-
lic offering (IPO) of SpaceX
has drawn global attention
not only for its re-
cord-breaking valuation but
also for what it represents:
the growing convergence of
satellite technology, connec-
tivity infrastructure, and ar-
tificial intelligence (AI). Ac-
cording to analysts at Nomu-
ra, the successtul listing un-
derscores how these three
sectors are increasingly be-
coming interconnected and
are expected to shape the
future digital economy.

SpaceX’s historic IPO
raised approximately USD
75 billion and pushed the
company’s valuation beyond
USD 1.7 trillion, making it
the largest public offering in
history. Investor enthusiasm
reflects confidence in the
company’s ability to combine
space-based communica-
tions through its satellite
network, advanced Al capa-
bilities, and next-generation
computing infrastructure.

A major driver of this op-
timism is Starlink, which has
become one of the world’s
largest satellite broadband
networks. Starlink’s expand-
ing global coverage demon-
strates how satellite systems
can bridge connectivity gaps

while supporting data-inten-
sive Al applications.

Nomura highlighted that
future growth opportunities
lie in integrating Al with sat-
ellite networks. SpaceX has
outlined plans for orbital Al
computing infrastructure,
including data centers in
space powered by solar ener-
gy and supported by satellite
constellations. Such projects
aim to address growing de-
mand for computing power
while overcoming some lim-
itations of terrestrial data
centers.

The IPO also signals
broader investor interest in
companies operating at the
intersection of space tech-
nology, digital connectivity,
and AL Analysts believe the
success of SpaceX could en-
courage similar public offer-
ings from leading AI firms
and accelerate investment in
next-generation communi-
cations infrastructure.

As AI adoption expands
worldwide, the combination
of satellites, connectivity
networks, and advanced
computing is expected to be-
come a defining theme of
the technology sector, with
SpaceX positioned at the
center of this transforma-
tion.

Indian-origin cursor co-
founder joins billionaire elite

club

New Delhi

Indian-origin entrepre-
neur Aman Sanger has
emerged as one of the
youngest technology billion-
aires after a landmark acqui-
sition deal in the artificial
intelligence sector signifi-
cantly boosted his wealth.

Sanger, 25, the cofounder
and chief operating officer of
Anysphere, has seen his esti-
mated net worth rise to $5.5
billion following a $60 bil-
lion all-stock merger agree-
ment under which SpaceX
will acquire the company
behind the popular AI cod-
ing platform Cursor.

The deal marks a major
milestone for Anysphere, a
startup founded in 2022 by
Sanger and his former class-
mates from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. The
founders left the prestigious
institution to pursue their
vision of transforming soft-
ware development through
artificial intelligence.Initial-
ly focused on building an Al
copilot for the mechanical
engineering sector, the com-
pany later pivoted to soft-
ware development tools. The
shift proved highly success-
ful, with Cursor becoming
one of the fastest-growing Al
coding platforms globally.
The platform enables devel-

opers to analyze entire code-
bases, generate complex
code solutions, and automate
software engineering tasks.

Born in New York, Sanger
began programming at the
age of 14 and later studied
computer science at MIT.
Alongside cofounders Mi-
chael Truell, Sualeh Asif and
Arvid Lunnemark, he helped
build Cursor into a major
enterprise software platform.

The company’s growth has
been remarkable. Cursor
surpassed $1 billion in annu-
alised revenue in late 2025
and reportedly reached ap-
proximately $4 billion in an-
nualised revenue by early
June 2026. The platform is
now used by millions of de-
velopers across nearly 50,000
enterprises, including major
technology firms such as
NVIDIA, Adobe, Uber,
Shopify and PayPal.

Reacting to the acquisition
announcement, Sanger ex-
pressed excitement about
advancing Al development,
while SpaceX expects the
transaction to be completed
by the third quarter of 2026.
The deal further highlights
the growing convergence of
artificial intelligence, soft-
ware development, and ad-
vanced technology infra-
structure.

MCX gold drops amld lmprovmg global risk

NEW DELHI

Gold futures declined in do-
mestic and international mar-
kets on Wednesday as easing
geopolitical tensions and im-
proving risk appetite reduced
demand for safe-haven assets.

On the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), gold fu-
tures fell to ¥1,52,530 per
10 grams, reflecting sub-
dued buying interest amid
a broader shift toward riskier
assets such as equities. The
decline comes after several
sessions of volatility driven
by global economic uncer-
tainty and fluctuating cur-

rency move-
ments.

In international
markets, gold fu-
tures slipped
0.14% to
$4,325.04 per
ounce in New York, as inves-
tors reassessed demand for
safe-haven instruments. Ana-
lysts said improved sentiment
across global financial mar-
kets, supported by falling
crude oil prices and easing
geopolitical concerns, has re-
duced immediate pressure on
gold prices.

Market participants noted
that recent developments in

—

global diplomacy
and a decline in
energy prices have
strengthened risk
appetite, prompt-
.| ing investors to
move funds into
equities and other growth-
linked assets. This shift typi-
cally weighs on gold, which
tends to perform better during
periods of uncertainty.
Additionally, expectations
around interest rate policies
from major central banks, par-
ticularly the US Federal Re-
serve, continue to influence
bullion prices. Higher interest
rate expectations generally re-

duce the attractiveness of
non-yielding assets like gold.
Despite the current dip, ana-
lysts believe gold may remain
supported in the medium term
due to ongoing global uncer-
tainties, inflation concerns, and
central bank demand. However,
short-term movements are ex-
pected to remain volatile de-
pending on macroeconomic
data and geopolitical develop-
ments.Overall, the decline in
gold futures reflects a tempo-
rary easing in global risk aver-
sion, with markets currently
favoring equities and other
higher-yielding assets over tra-
ditional safe-haven investments.

Indian-origin cursor
cofounder joins
billionaire elite club

NEW DELHI

Indian-origin entrepreneur
Aman Sanger has emerged as
one of the youngest technology
billionaires after a landmark
acquisition deal in the artificial
intelligence sector significantly
boosted his wealth.

Sanger (25), cofounder and
chief operating officer of Any-
sphere, has seen his estimated
net worth rise to $5.5 billion
following a $60 billion all-stock
merger agreement under
which SpaceX will acquire the
company behind the popular
Al coding platform ‘Cursor’

Market cap of BSE-listed
firms reclaim USD 5-tn mark

MUMBAI

The combined market capi-
talisation of all companies
listed on the BSE Sensex
crossed the $5 trillion mark
on Wednesday, hitting its
highest level in nearly six
weeks as domestic equities
extended their rally amid
easing geopolitical tensions
and falling crude oil prices.

The surge in market value
reflects a broad-based recov-
ery in Indian equities over
recent trading sessions, sup-
ported by improving investor
sentiment following progress
in global diplomatic efforts,
including a proposed US-
Iran peace agreement. The
decline in global oil prices
has further strengthened
confidence by easing con-
cerns over inflation and im-
port costs.

Analysts noted that lower
crude prices and reduced
volatility have improved
overall risk appetite, leading
to sustained buying across
equity segments. In the past
four trading sessions alone,
BSE-listed firms have added
more than 6% in market cap-
italisation, signalling strong
momentum in the broader
market.

While benchmark indices
such as the Sensex have post-
ed steady gains since April,
midcap, smallcap, and mi-

crocap stocks have outper-
formed, indicating wider
participation from retail and
institutional investors in the
ongoing rally.

Experts believe that easing
geopolitical tensions in West
Asia could provide signifi-
cant macroeconomic relief
for India by reducing pres-
sure on inflation, stabilising
the current account balance,
and supporting corporate
earnings growth.

Despite continued selling
by foreign institutional in-
vestors, domestic inflows
have remained strong, help-
ing sustain market resilience.
Analysts suggest that any re-
versal in foreign outflows
could further accelerate
gains in the coming months.

Structural factors also con-
tinue to support long-term
optimism, including ongoing
economic reforms, improv-
ing corporate balance sheets,
and rising capital expendi-
ture across key sectors. Com-
panies are increasingly
demonstrating stronger cash
flows and lower leverage,
which is reinforcing investor
confidence.

On the trading front, the
Sensex rose by over 400
points during the session,
while the Nifty also gained
more than 100 points, re-
flecting positive sentiment
across sectors.

India credit expansion drives
positive banking outlook

NEW DELHI

The banking, financial ser-
vices, and insurance (BFSI)
sector is expected to outper-
form in the coming quarters,
supported by robust credit
growth, improving macro-
economic conditions, and a
gradual recovery in earn-
ings, according to a new re-
port.

A study by Motilal Oswal
Financial Services highlight-
ed that banking system cred-
it growth remains strong at
17.6%, driven by broad-
based lending across corpo-
rate, retail, and MSME seg-
ments.

The report expects credit
growth to maintain a healthy
trajectory, projecting a com-
pound annual growth rate

(CAGR) of around 14%
during FY26-FY28.

The brokerage noted that
earnings momentum is like-
ly to strengthen across the
sector, with private banks
expected to deliver signifi-
cantly higher growth com-
pared to public sector banks.
Private lenders are projected
to post an earnings CAGR of
around 21% over FY26-
FY28, while PSU banks may
see growth closer to 8%.

Large private sector banks
are expected to benefit from
stronger balance sheets, sta-
ble asset quality, and im-
proving business visibility.
However, mid-sized private
banks have already outper-
formed over the past year
due to stronger operational
momentum.
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Minister Mandaviya
leads seafront fitness
cyclothon in Mumbai
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F1 speeds ahead
with greener future

Bangladesh bowlers
rocket up ODI
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brightly, scoring 154 runs in the three  son Holder gained 11 placesto nle gviation fue]e 7 se o ust:ﬁs meﬁ’f c} educe ¢ ge); Solution haye fitter India. The event drew  helps protect the environment,” he
matches, including a highest of 83. He  reach 28th. R te' Xpandeg 1 ormyl;  con ti; ct hﬂepall £S envirop,. crowds of fitness lovers, young rid-  added with enthusiasm.
gained seven places to settle at 20th in For Sri Lanka, despite the nee C;I;g €ratiopg te brogqg.  in g wl(; § ng it to ers, families and common citizens Several well-known faces joined
the batting rankings. Afghanistan’s  series loss, Kamil Misha- @ sport Ucing tp, Wide  rd- who came together to celebrate ac-  the ride, including actors Jackie
Rahmanullah Gurbaz rose six spotsto  climbed 24 places to 18th in Petsonpey Pme ¢ -8 tive liv- ing. Mandaviya  Shroff, Taha Shah Badussha and
PO : P . The Cross th Ntangd  Cessfy]] ' 4 g ¥y 1rott, . :
13th among batters after smashing a  batting. Spin stars Wanin- 80,000 9T8anisatj, rld, O | i tflagged AL off the cyclothon  Aishwarya Raj Bhakuni, plus Olym-
brilliant century against India. Hasaranga moved to eighth, bon di tonneg ¢ CH Sa SR ‘ — 227 and happily pic wrestler and DCP Narsing Ya-
The West Indies-Sri Lanka ODIse-  Dunith Wellalage rose to elimj 10Xide haye bear- :' = ‘ _ i e joined the partici-  dav. The minister praised the grow-
ries also brought major changes. West  in the bowling charts. er io?;;ted from jg, o;f ' - = PO pants for the  ingresponse to the Fit India Move-

Indies fast bowler Shamar Joseph had
a dream run, taking 11 wickets and
winning Player of the Series as his

ing depth in world
cricket right now.

Prince Yadav earns
debut as India
faces Afghanistam:

LUCKNOW

Afghanistan won the toss and
asked India to bat first in the
second ODI of the three-
match series at the Ekana
Cricket Stadium. The visitors
will hope to level the series
after losing the rain-shortened
opening game. India handed
a debut to young Prince Ya-
dav, making him the third
new player in the series.
Harsh Dubey and Gurnoor
Brar had earned their caps in
the first match. All-rounder
Nitish Kumar Reddy missed
out due to a sore left thigh.
India started the series
strongly with a seven-wicket
win in Dharamsala. With sev-
eral senior stars resting, the
young players showed great
spirit and gave the team a 1-0
lead. Afghanistan captain

Hashmat-
ullah Shahidi
said after winning
the toss, “Wicket looks
fresh.

I think it'll be spinning in
the first innings. In the last
game, we played really well
but missed partnerships.
Hopefully we come back
stronger.” He added that his
side made three changes as
Nabi was sick and others were
injured.

India skipper Shubman Gill
said, “Wed have bowled as
well as we’re forced to play
with five bowlers. All about
being clinical with our bowl-
ing. Prince makes his debut.
We've got Kuldeep and Jaiswal
in” Cricket fans expect anoth-
er exciting contest as India
aim to seal the series while
Afghanistan flght back.
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ranking shifts highlight the

b ride along the
sea.

Speaking to
the gathering,
the minister
2 said Prime Min-

2> ister Modi has al-
ways pushed fitness
as a key part of building a devel-
oped India, or Viksit Bharat. “The
b Fit India Movement is inspiring
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Australia
hit by
il Litchfield's

in the ongo- " 0= ) i 3 | o
ing Women’s d : i ;
T§0 World qua ln]ury
Cup 2026 after
star young batter
Phoebe Litchfield was
ruled out of the next three match-
es with a quad injury. The 23-year-old hurt
her leg while batting in the opening game
against South Africa and will miss the clash
with Bangladesh. Litchfield had been in excel-
lent form, smashing a quick 50 off just 23 balls
against South Africa and giving her team a strong
start. This new injury comes after she had already been
managing some discomfort in the same quad muscle be- @
fore the tournament, forcing her to sit out both warm- _g/
up games.

All-rounder Ashleigh Gardner is also sidelined for
the Bangladesh match due to a sprained ankle. In their
place, Megan Schutt and Grace Harris have been
brought into the playing XI.

Ellyse Perry has moved up to number three in the
batting order. Skipper Sophie Molineux confirmed the
changes after winning the toss. “Beautiful ground, nev-
er been here before. Two changes, Phoebe Litchfield
and Ash Gardner are out, and Grace Harris and Me-
gan Schutt are in. Phoebe’s got a new quad injury.
She’ll be out until hopefully the India match. Poor
Ash had a bit of a fall, the old girl. Sprained ankle, will
be fine for next game,” she said.

Litchfield is expected to also miss games against the Nether-
lands and Pakistan but could return for the big showdown
against India at Lord’s on June 28. Australia’s playing XI: Beth
Mooney (wk), Georgia Voll, Ellyse Perry, Grace Harris, Georgia
Wareham, Annabel Sutherland, Nicola Carey, Sophie Molineux
(c), Alana King, Kim Garth, Megan Schutt.
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Australia
have suf-

LUCKNOW

; India all-rounder
24 Nitish Kumar Red-
# dy has been ruled
. out of the second
- ODI against Af-
ghanistan due
to a sore left
thigh. The
23-year-old
missed the match at
) the Ekana Cricket Stadium in
\ Lucknow as the BCCI medical
~ team continues to monitor his
condition.
“Nitish Kumar Reddy was
\ unavailable for selection for
the second ODI due to a sore
left thigh. The BCCI Medical
Team is monitoring his prog-
ress, the board said in an of-
ficial statement after the toss.
| Nitish had played a key role in
| India’s seven-wicket win in the
rain-shortened first ODI in
Dharamsala. He took 2 for 31,

MUMBAI

Sangram Singh headlines
Malaysia MMA Championship

The Indian Pickleball Associ-
ation has named a strong
young team for the Pickleball
World Cup 2026 after tough
selection trials held in
Ahmedabad from June 12 to
14. Talented players in the

ment, which has seen lakhs of citi-
zens taking part over the past two
years. He described cycling as a
simple yet powerful way to improve
body strength, mental peace and
overall happiness. Such events show
the government’s serious effort to
make fitness a people’s movement
and support India’s journey towards
becoming a developed nation by
2047.

NITISH REDDY
MISSES ODI AGAINST
AFGHANISTAN

picking up important wickets of
explosive opener Rahmanullah
Gurbaz and veteran Mohammad
Nabi, which helped restrict Af-
ghanistan to 194.

India made three changes to
their playing eleven that won the
series opener. Youngster Prince
Yadav earned his debut, becom-
ing the third new player in the
series. Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Kuldeep Yadav returned to the
side, while Harsh Dubey and
Prasidh Krishna were left out. Af-
ghanistan won the toss and elect-
ed to bowl first. In the opening
match, Gurbaz had smashed a
brilliant century off just 48 balls
to give Afghanistan a strong start.
However, once he got out, their
middle order collapsed. India’s
bowlers showed great discipline
despite several young faces in the
attack. With this latest injury con-
cern, India will hope their squad
depth helps them maintain mo-
mentum in the series.

Indian juniors gear up for
Pickleball World Cup

KUALA LUMPUR

Indian MMA star and international
wrestler Sangram Singh is set to headline
the Malaysia Strike MMA Championship
2026 against Pakistan’s Abid Ali in a his-
toric Asia Championship title fight
scheduled for July 19 in Kuala Lumpur.
The highly anticipated India-Pakistan
showdown has attracted global attention,
with the winner set to be crowned Asia
Champion, according to organisers.

The championship is being viewed as
one of the biggest MMA events in the
region this year, drawing strong interest
from fans across the world. Malaysia’s
Prime Minister is expected to attend the
event, adding prestige and highlighting
the growing international importance of
the championship.

Sangram Singh enters the fight after a
strong year, having received the Billion-
aire Global Peace Award 2026 for his

contributions to sport and peace initia-
tives. Known for his determination and
inspiring journey, he continues to repre-
sent India on major international sport-
ing platforms.

The rivalry between India and Paki-
stan adds extra excitement to the contest,
which promises a thrilling battle before
a global audience. As the countdown be-
gins, fans around the world eagerly await
July 19, 2026, when Kuala Lumpur will
host the Asia Championship title fight.

Organisers say ticket demand is rising
fast, with fans from India, Pakistan and
other countries showing huge interest in
the bout. The event is expected to
strengthen sports ties and promote mar-
tial arts growth across Asia while deliv-
ering a high-energy night of competition '§ ¥
in Kuala Lumpur for global viewers | § &
watching live on television and stream-
ing platforms worldwide coverage.

Under-18 and Under-14
groups will represent the
country in Da Nang.

Arjun Singh will lead the ju-
niors (18 & under) team. The
standout performer won sin-
gles, boys” doubles with Aditya
Singh, and mixed doubles with
Naomi Amalsadiwala during
the trials. Both Aditya and
Naomi have also earned spots
in the squad. The group also
includes Dev Shah, Purvansh
Patel, Vivaan Patel, Ashritha
Raju and Diya Mattipati.

In the Kids (14 & under)
category, Veer Shah has been
named captain. He impressed
everyone by winning a triple
crown at the championships.
The team features Viransh
Chopra, Aarin Ballani, Mahi-
ka Rathod, Maansi Kartik and

Aashritaa S. Aarin and Mahi-
ka also shone brightly in vari-
ous doubles events.

“This junior squad rep-
resents the bright future of

Indian pickleball,” said
Suryaveer Singh Bhullar, pres-
ident of the Indian Pickleball
Association. He expressed
confidence that the team will
perform well and inspire more

Y
|
/|

young players back home.

Arjun Singh, the U18 Cap-
tain, said representing India is
a great honour and the team
aims to improve on past re-
sults. The selected players will
now join a special training
camp to sharpen their skills,
fitness and mental strength
before the big event.
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