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BJP’S ‘NABIN’ TEAM OUT

3 ex-CMs, 18 MPs, 10 women: BJP's
power-packed team for 2029

Over 40%o of the team belong
to the deprived communities.

Special focus on northeast with 3 leaders - one each from
Tripura, Assam and Nagaland - found space in the team.

6 members under
the age of 40.

Team formed with
2029 poll in mind.

15 members
aged 40-59.

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Monday unveiled a

national team under party !

president Nitin Nabin, mark-
ing what could be the party’s
first major organisational
rejig in nearly a decade.

The party brought in
many new faces and
some prominent leaders
like former Union minis-
ter Smriti Irani as general
secretary and former RSS

functionary Ram Madhav as /

vice-president.

The BJP, which said it [
!

has maintained the right
balance between youth and
experience, retained a few
veterans including former Ra-
jasthan chief minister Vasund-
hara Raje Scindia, who was
named one of its 13
vice-presidents.

Of the 65 office-bearers an-
nounced, 51 are new. Six are
below 40 years, 15 are in the
40-49 years age group, and 21
are in the 50-59 years age
group. The office-bearers also
include 10 women and six
leaders from minority com-
munities, party sources said.

They stressed that the re-
vamp was done keeping in
mind the BJP's preparations
for the assembly polls up to
2029 and the next general
elections.

Goyal is national treasurer
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
has been named national trea-
surer. Incidentally, his father
Ved Prakash Goyal, who
served as a Union minister in
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee gov-
ernment, had also served as
the party's national treasurer
for a long time. Goyal is the
only Union minister who has
been brought into the party's
new team.

BL Santhosh retained

The BJP has retained BL San-
thosh as National General Secre-
tary (Organisation), a key post in

the

party. Shivprakash =3
and Saudan Singh =
have been appointed
as National Joint
General Secretaries. It
has also brought in
ex-Tripura chief min-
ister Biplab Kumar
Deb in its team of
eight national gener-
al secretaries, out of
which six are new.
Vasundhara continues as V-P
Former Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje Scindia has
been retained as one of the na-
tional vice-presidents. Overall
the party has appointed 13
vice-presidents. They are:
Vasundhara Raje Scindia, Tirath
Singh, Ram Madhav, Baijyant
Jay Panda, D Purandeshwari,
Rekha Verma, Varashaben Naren-
drabhai Doshi, Bharti Pravin
Pawar, Manpreet Singh Badal,
Lal Singh Arya, M Nagaraja,
Tariq Mansoor, and Madhuchan-
dra Kar.

Malviya dropped as SM head
The most high-profile exit
from the central structure. He
was dropped as the party’s so-

This newly-appointed team brings
together organisational experi-
ence, energy and grassroots con-
nect.|am confident they will give
their best in strengthening our
Party and focussing on public ser-
vice. My best wishes to them

Narendra Modi, PM

)

“®harge. Deepak Mhas-
key has replaced
him as the BJP’s
social media head.
Mhaskey, a promi-
nent party leader
from Chhattisgarh,
served as a state
spokesperson for
the BJP and has
long overseen re-
gional social media strategies.
Reacting to the new appoint-
ments, Malviya thanked
BJP’s Social Media support
base and wishes his successor
Deepak Mhaskey ‘newer dig-
ital communication mile-
stones.ty's new team.
Hemang replaces Surya

At a time when Gen Z pro-
tests and rising youth move-
ment voices have gained na-
tional attention across India,
the BJP has made a signifi-
cant organisational move by
appointing Vadodara MP
Hemang Joshi as the National
President of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Yuva Morcha today, re-
placing Lok Sabha MP Tejas-
vi Surya. The appointment

BJP's structure

At the top of the BJP sits a
marg darshak mandal of
four including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, senior figures
LK Advani and Murli Manohar
Joshi, and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh. These four
form the guiding core and

decades of serving the party.

Following the marg darshak team is a 12-member
parliamentary board, which also chaired by Modi.
The board mixes senior ministers and organisational
heavyweights including Nitin Nabin, Rajnath Singh,
Amit Shah, J.P. Nadda, former Karnataka chief min-
ister B.S. Yediyurappa, Union minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, OBC cell chief K. Laxman, Punjab’s Igbal
Singh Lalpura, Haryana’s Sudha Yadav, Madhya
represent the experience and Pradesh leader Satyanarayan Jatiya, and B.L. Santosh, and Vanathi Srinivasan, head
who doubles as general secretary (organisation).

NTA SET FOR MAJOR RESET!

of the BJP Mahila Morcha.

Highlights of the rejig

TOP RETURNS AND APPOINT-
MENTS: Smriti Irani, who has been ap-
pointed as the National General Secretary,
made a massive political comeback to the
top party leadership, while Ram Madhav
returns as a National Vice-President.

GENERAL SECRETARIES: The team
features Vinod Tawde, Sunil Bansal, Bi-
plab Kumar Deb, Smriti Irani, Satish
Poonia, Gajendra Patel, Harish Dwivedi,
and Sanjay Bhatia. B L Santosh remains
General Secretary (Organisation).

DIGITAL AND COMMUNICATIONS
SHAKEUP: Deepak Mhaskey replaces
Amit Malviya as the party’s social me-
dia in-charge/convener. Hemang Joshi
takes over the Bharatiya Janata Yuva

Morcha (BJYM).

VICE-PRESIDENTS: A total of 13
vice-presidents were named, retaining
figures like Vasundhara Raje Scindia
alongside new structural additions.

STRATEGIC FOCUS: The reshuffle
aims to energise the cadre, emphasise
digital and tech-driven outreach, and

gear up the party structure for

upcoming state polls and the 2029

general elections.

K’take leadersin
new team

-

In the BJP’s new national
team announced by party
president Nitin Nabin,
prominent Karnataka
leaders have secured key
organisational posts.
BL Santhosh has been
retained as the National
General Secretary (Organ-
isation), and Prof. M Naga-
raja has been appointed as

Ka National Vice-President.

comes as political parties are
actively seeking to bridge the
gap with the country’s young-
er demographic.

Next in the order is the central The party also lists
election committee, again
under Modi’s chairmanship.
It includes the 12 parliamen-
tary-board members plus
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, Union
minister Bhupender Yadav

11 vice-presidents;
among them
Vasundhara Raje
and MP Baijayant
Panda. Then are
the party’s eight
general secretar-
ies as mentioned
above.

Ghost of UGC-NET returns to haunt NTA

Edu Min Pralhad Joshi cracks
down on NTA, orders ‘thorough’
NTA audit, exam system
overhaul, and seeks report
amid fresh UGC-NET row.

SV VN—

NEW DELHI

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) is undertaking a major
overhaul of its examination
system following a series of
recent controversies and oper-
ational lapses.

More than 50 staff members
have been removed from the
agency, while recruitment has
been initiated for 10 profes-
sional leadership positions as
part of efforts to strengthen its
examination infrastructure.

The developments were an-
nounced by the Education
Ministry on Monday after Union
Education Minister Pralhad Joshi
reviewed the steps being taken by
the NTA to reform its examina-
tion processes.

Over 50 NTA staff removed

During a meeting with the
Secretary of the Department of
Higher Education, NTA Direc-
tor General and other senior
officials, Joshi was briefed
about the corrective measures
being implemented by the test-
ing agency. “The minister was
apprised about the steps taken

by the NTA in the wake of re-
cent issues, particularly with
reference to reforming the
overall system. He was ap-
prised that more than 50 staff
have been removed from the
NTA,” the Education Ministry
said. The ministry also said that
the agency is bringing in new
professionals to strengthen
crucial areas of its functioning.
10 key leadership positions
up for recruitment

The NTA has advertised 10
new professional leadership
positions as part of the restruc-
turing exercise. These include
posts such as Chief Technolo-
gy Officer, Chief Finance Of-
ficer, Chief Information Secu-
rity Officer, General Manager
for Test Security and General
Manager for Research and De-
velopment and Psychometrics.
“Ten new professional leader-
ship positions, including chief
technology officer, chief fi-
nance officer, CISO, GM (test
security) and GM (R and D and
psychometrics), have been ad-
vertised and are being on-
boarded,” the ministry said.
The agency is also bringing
domain experts from the
private sector to
work in special-
ised areas, in-
cluding cyber-
security, psy-
chometrics and

question-paper design.
Confidential exam ops to
get complete overhaul
The Centre has also directed
the NTA to strengthen its con-
fidential examination opera-
tions. Joshi has asked the
agency to ensure strict adher-
ence to established examina-
tion protocols. The ministry
said a complete overhaul of
the confidential operations ar-
chitecture is being undertaken
on a “war footing”. This in-
cludes changes involving se-
cluded rooms, air-gapped sys-
tems and protocols for depos-
iting electronic devices. These
measures are aimed at tighten-
ing the handling of sensitive
examination material and re-
ducing vulnerabilities across
the examination process.
NTA full audit ordered
Along with the structural
changes, the NTA has been
directed to conduct a compre-
hensive audit of all its exam-
ination processes. The
agency will have to
submit a report detail-
ing the corrective
) measures taken after
the audit. The exer-
cise is expected
to exam-
ine the
® systems
and pro-
cedures

followed at different stages of
conducting examinations and
identify areas requiring further
improvement.

UGC-NET re-test

ordered for 3 subjects

The latest overhaul comes a
day after the NTA announced
a re-test for three papers of the
UGC-NET June 2026 exam-
ination. The affected subjects
are English, Commerce and
Sociology. The English and
Commerce papers will be con-
ducted on September 9, while
the Sociology paper will be
held on September 10. The de-
cision followed complaints
and the identification of mul-
tiple errors in the three ques-
tion papers. Reports on the
review have also highlighted
issues including factual, lan-
guage and translation errors
and repeated questions.

When was UGC-NET held?
The NTA conducted the UGC-
NET June 2026 examination
between June 22 and June 30
across 87 subjects. The test is
conducted for candidates seek-
ing Junior Research Fellow-
ship, eligibility for Assistant
Professor posts and admission
to PhD programmes. While
only three subjects have been
ordered for a re-test, the latest
review and restructuring exer-
cise covers the NTA’s broader
examination system.
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Cauvery row: SC directs K'taka
to comply with CWMA order

The court said it would watch

the progress while seeking a

fresh status report. It posted
the case to August 24.

e

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day directed Karnataka to
comply with the Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority’s
(CWMA) directions on the
release of Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu.

The court posted for hearing
on August 24 Tamil Nadu’s
plea seeking directions for the
release of water.It said the
matter could be taken up then,
allowing an updated status on

the water released by Kar- ="

nataka to be placed be-
fore the court.Tamil
Nadu approached the
Supreme Court on
August 3, saying it
was not receiving
its allocated share
of Cauvery water 7
despite the state

K’taka tight

facing a rain-deficient year.
The state government al-
leged that both the quantity
recommended for release by
the Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee and the water actu-
ally supplied by Karnataka were

well below its requirement.

Tamil Nadu said recent rain-
fall in the catchment areas of
the KRS and Kabini reservoirs
had increased the volume of
water due to the state.Accord-
ing to the state government,
the proportionate share due at
Biligundlu should be 26.954
TMC.At a meeting on July 28,
the Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee di-
. rected Karna-
= taka to re-
lease 3,500
cusecs of
water to TN
for 15 days
from July 29.
Tamil Nadu, how-
ever, said the actual
. flow recorded at Bili-
gundlu on the Kar-
nataka-Tamil Nadu
border ranged be-

[ o

Current case details

DIRECTIVE: Release 12,000
cusecs of water daily to Tamil Nadu for
15 days (upheld by the CWMA aftera
recommendation by the CWRC).

STATE POSITIONS: Tamil
Nadu argued that Karnataka is un-
der-delivering despite adequate reser-
voir levels, while Karnataka cited se-
vere basin distress and asserted it is
working to meet the required flows.

NEXT COURT DATE: The court
adjourned the hearing to August 24,
2026, to review an updated status re-
port on water release.

tween 158 and 550 cusecs from
July 29 to August 2.

The state government also
cited storage levels in Karnata-
ka’s four reservoirs. As of Au-
gust 3, the combined storage in
the Krishna Raja Sagara, Kabi-
ni, Harangi and Hemavathy
reservoirs stood at 77.537
TMC, according to a Tamil
Nadu government statement.

Tamil Nadu said the avail-
able storage indicated that Kar-
nataka could release the state’s
due share without difficulty.

ens food safety checks,

rolls out QR code for public plaints

BENGALURU

Karnataka has announced
tighter enforcement of food
and drug safety regulations
following a state-wide inspec-
tion drive that uncovered hy-
giene violations, unsafe food
samples, expired products and
labelling irregularities at ho-
tels, warehouses, food outlets
and other establishments.

Health Minister UT Khader
on Monday launched a QR
code system to report food
and drug safety violations and
said inspections would be ex-
panded to hostels, educational
institutions, railway canteens,
flight catering services and
other establishments.

Khader felicitated Food
Safety and Drug Administra-
tion Commissioner Srinivas K
and his team for their recent
statewide inspections, saying
government officers were the
public face of the administra-
tion.

“When officers work hon-
estly and efficiently, the gov-
ernment earns people’s trust.
We want to recognise their
work and support them in fu-
ture enforcement,” he said.

Khader said the new-
ly-launched QR code would

BiR
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be displayed outside hotels
and other public places and
shared on social media plat-
forms.

“Going forward, we do not
want to wait for complaints to
reach us. We cannot be every-
where and inspect everything
ourselves. Therefore, we have
developed a QR code. Any-
one with information or a
complaint about food safety
or drug and pharmacy-related
violations can use it to report
the matter to us,” he said.

“This is the first such QR
code initiative for food and
drug safety in India. Com-
plaints received through it
will be taken seriously,”
Khader said. A toll-free com-
plaint facility is also planned.

An e-certificate service for
D Pharmacy students has also
been launched, he added.

Kin of 3 victims get Rs 15L compensation each

HANUR FOREST SHOOTOUT
v

CHAMARAJANAGAR
The families of the three men
who died in the shootout at
Mariyamangala near Shagya
in the Cauvery Wildlife Sanc-
tuary area of Hanur taluk on
Independence Day received
Rs 15 lakh compensation
each.

Forest officials allegedly
opened fire on a group of peo-

ple near Marimangala Beat,
close to Shagya, killing three
persons from Thomiyar Palya.

Tahsildar Chaitra visited
Thomiyar Palya on Monday
morning and handed over Rs 5
lakh each to the families on be-
half of the taluk administration.

Hanur MLA MR Manju-
nath also gave Rs 10 lakh
each to the families. On Sun-
day, Manjunath met the fami-
ly members and offered his
condolences.

7 killed, several hurt in Bihar temple stampede

Lakhisarai: Seven people
were killed and around 10
others injured in a stampede
at the Ashok Dham temple in
Bihar’s Lakhisarai as a large
number of devotees gathered
to offer prayers on the third
Monday of Sawan. Most of
those killed were women, po-
lice said.

Providing details on the
cause of the tragedy, Lakhisa-
rai District Magistrate (DM)
Shailendra Kumar said, “The
crowd swelled in an unprece-
dented manner. Around 6.30-

6.45 am, two trains arrived
here, which also added to the
crowd. Arrangements were
made as we had anticipated
the crowd.”

He said physical pressure of
the gathering led to the mis-
hap. “We then came to know
that the barricading broke on
one side due to the crowd,
and people fell on each other.
We rushed 10-15 people here
immediately,” he added.

The injured have been shift-
ed to local medical facilities
for treatment.

* How it works: People can
scan QR codes displayed at ho-
tels, eateries, and medical stores
to log and track complaints.

* What you can report: Stale
food, dirty kitchens, expired
or overpriced medicines, and
unhygienic practices.

« Collaboration: Developed by
the Department of Food Safety
and Drugs Administration along-
side the Centre for e-Governance.

Expansion of safety checks

* New locations: Scrutiny now
covers private PGs, hostels,
railway canteens, wedding halls,
bus stops, and flight meals.

* Recent findings: Recent
raids in Bengaluru, Mysuru, and
Mangaluru uncovered expired
stocks, rotten vegetables, and
improper meat storage.

/

8 killed in hotel
blaze in Bengal's
Tarapith

Tarapith (WB): Eight people
died in a fire at a hotel in West
Bengal’s Birbhum district ear-
ly on Monday, following
which police detained one per-
son for alleged lapses in the
maintenance of the establish-
ment’s fire-fighting system,
officials said.

Of the 43 people who were
in the hotel in the temple town
of Tarapith when the fire broke
out, one was undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital, and 34 have
been discharged after prelimi-
nary examination, they said.

The fire erupted around 4.30
am on the ground floor of the
four-storey hotel, when most
of the guests were asleep.
Many of them were devotees
who had come to offer prayers
on the last Monday of the holy
month of Shravan.

Several guests were trapped
on the upper floors as thick
smoke spread through the
building. Fire tenders were
rushed to the spot and brought
the blaze under control.
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Forest encounter: Ashoka urges
~ House to order impartial probe

R. Ashoka demanded an impartial probe into three deaths, questioning the
Forest Department’s version of the encounter.

Bengaluru
Traffic Police book
663 cases

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Bengaluru Traffic Police
registered 517 cases for
drunk driving and 146 cas-
es for over-speeding dur-
ing a week-long special
drive conducted across
the city from August 10 to
16. Traffic personnel from
all 53 traffic police sta-
tions participated in the
drive. Police checked
35,175 different types of
vehicles for drunken driv-
ing violations. The
over-speeding drive re-
sulted in 146 cases, with
fines amounting to0 31.48
lakh collected. Police said
the drive was aimed at
curbing drunken driving
and over-speeding and
improving road safety in
Bengaluru. The special en-
forcement drive will con-
tinue across the city, offi-
cials said.

Three family members
rescued from stalled
lift
CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Three members of a family
trapped inside a stalled lift
at an apartmentin JP Na-
gar 8th Phase were safely
rescued by Talaghattapura
police. The incident oc-
curred around 5.02 p.m.
following a technical mal-
function. One of those
trapped alerted the Nam-
ma-112 emergency help-
line. The information was
immediately relayed to ASI
Prakash L. and PC Sanjeev
Kumar M.D., who were on
Hoysala-158 duty. Police
reached the spot within
minutes and coordinated
with apartment mainte-
nance staff to open the lift
safely and rescue all three
persons.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka
demanded an impartial probe
into the deaths of three locals
in a forest encounter in
Chamarajanagar.

Speaking in the House,
Ashoka alleged that the three
locals were killed by Forest
Department personnel in
what he termed a “murder
committed by the govern-
ment”. He said the three had
no criminal background and
questioned why they were
shot at close range.

Ashoka also raised ques-
tions about a fourth person
who was injured in the inci-
dent and admitted to a hospi-
tal in Mysuru. He claimed the
person had subsequently dis-
appeared and said the govern-
ment’s explanation did not

“Why were they
killed in an encoun-
ter when the govern-

Ashoka’s demands

Impartial probe into the deaths

Clarification on the fourth injured person

Investigation into close-range firing

Explanation for deployment of only 3 staff

Dismissal of Minister B. Nagendra

ment itself has said
they had no previous for-
est offence cases?”
-R Ashoka, Leader of
Opposition

include the individual’s state-
ment.

“If the three deceased had
criminal backgrounds, their
names should have figured in
the rowdy sheets. Why were
they killed in an encounter

If

Ashoka seeks
Minister’s dismissal

Ashoka also demanded the dis-
missal of Minister B. Nagendra, re-
ferring to the earlier Valmiki Devel-

opment Corporation controversy.
He said Nagendra’s resignation had
previously been obtained during

Siddaramaiah’s tenure as Chief

Minister. Ashoka alleged that finan-
cialirregularities had been estab-
lished and warned that the House

would not be allowed to function as
long as Nagendra remained in the

Cabinet, reiterating his demand for

the minister’simmediate dismissal.

when the government itself
has said they had no previous
forest offence cases?” Ashoka
asked.

He alleged that the forest
staff fired from close range
and questioned why they did

not target the legs if the firing
was in self-defence. He also
questioned why only three
personnel were sent to appre-
hend suspected thieves de-
spite the availability of a larg-
er Forest Department force.

CAG flags %103.77 cr potential
revenue loss at Nagasandra

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The CAG has flagged poten-
tial revenue loss of X103.77
crore for BMRCL from a Na-
gasandra property lease.

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor General of India (CAG),
in its performance audit of the
implementation of Phase 1
and Phase 2 of Namma Met-
ro, said Bengaluru Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (BMR-
CL) did not adequately safe-
guard its financial interests
while fixing the development
premium for 14 acres of land
near Nagasandra Metro sta-
tion.

According to the audit, a
consultant initially assessed
the development premium at
%320 crore in March 2015.
However, the estimate was
subsequently revised and the
minimum premium was fixed
at 3240 crore. The property
was eventually leased for
%251.01 crore, along with an
annual charge of 2.51 crore
and a five per cent escalation

from December 2023.

The CAG said the proper-
ty’s potential value, based on
the prevailing guidance value
and applicable valuation cri-

teria, could have been
3354.78 crore. It consequent-
ly calculated potential reve-
nue foregone at X103.77
crore.

The audit also raised con-
cerns over BMRCL’s wider
efforts to generate non-fare
revenue through property de-
velopment. For Phase 2, BM-
RCL had projected 321,282
crore from property develop-
ment on 55 hectares between
2016-17 and 2041-42. How-
ever, the land had not been
acquired as of March 2023.

BMRCL had also devel-
oped 2.46 lakh sq ft of com-

PR

“BMRCL did not adequately safeguard
its financial interests while determin-
ing the premium for the property.”

-CAGreport

CAG audit findings

Potential revenue
foregone at Naga-
sandra

%103.77 crore

Potential lease
revenue lost from
vacant space

Projected Phase 2
property-develop-
ment income

¥38.53 crore

321,282 crore

Commercial space

2.23 lakhsq ft lyingvacant

Approximate
Phase1and Phase
2investment

340,000 crore

mercial space at metro sta-

tions, of which only 0.23 lakh |
sq ft was being utilised. The
remaining 2.23 lakh sq ft re- |
mained vacant, resulting in an |
estimated ¥38.53 crore loss in
potential lease revenue during |

2019-22.

BDA readies Malleswaram market shops to be handed to GBA

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The long-delayed
Malleswaram flower market
redevelopment is nearing
completion, with the BDA
preparing to hand over 192
shops to the GBA.

The Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) has
finalised the selection of a
private concessionaire to op-
erate and maintain the rede-
veloped Malleswaram market
and 1s ready to hand over the
ground-floor shops meant for
flower vendors to the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA).

The old flower market on
Sampige Road was demol-
ished in 2014 for redevelop-
ment, displacing 192 vendors
who had permits and docu-
ments for their shops. Many
have since been forced to
conduct business on foot-

paths, waiting for the project
to be completed.

A senior BDA official said
the G+5 structure, with lower
and upper basements, is
ready. The ground floor has
192 shops, which will be al-
lotted to genuine vendors
identified by the GBA.

“We have written to the
GBA asking them to allot
these shops to vendors they
have identified as genuine. It
will be done soon,” the offi-
cial said.

The project faced several
delays, including difficulties

Twelve-year wait

The redevelopment has
kept 192 flower vendors
waiting since 2014. Many
have been selling their
produce on footpaths af-
ter losing their old shops.
With the building now
structurally complete,
the BDA has asked the
GBA to identify genuine
vendors and allot the 192
ground-floor shops. The
handover is expected to
bring relief to vendors
who have endured years
of uncertainty, financial
losses and disrupted
livelihoods.

in obtaining a clear site, the
COVID-19 pandemic, chang-
es to the National Building
Code after the design was
prepared, hard rock encoun-

tered during foundation work
and flooding at the site.

The BDA has selected the
highest bidder as concession-
aire for the remaining com-
mercial floors.

Under the 30-year DBFOT
model, extendable by another
30 years, the firm will design,
operate and maintain the com-
mercial space and pay BDA
2.7 crore annually.

The redeveloped building’s
basements can accommodate
235 cars. The concessionaire
will also operate the parking
facility.

The BDA has separately
proposed a X20-crore
multi-level car parking facili-
ty with capacity for another
288 vehicles.

A detailed project report
has been prepared and will be
placed before the BDA board
for approval.

BMTC adds 62 daily trips |

on Magadi route

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

BMTC has introduced a new
limited-stop express service
on the Magadi route, adding
62 daily trips for commuters.

The Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has introduced a
new limited-stop Vegadootha
Vistara bus service between
Magadi Road Toll Gate and
Magadi, in response to strong
commuter demand.

The service, which began
on Sunday, will operate 10
buses making 62 trips every
day at an interval of around
25 minutes. The fare for the
full journey has been fixed at
355.

The buses will halt at Ka-
makshipalya, Summanahalli,
Sunkadakatte, Gollarahatti,
Honaganahalli, Tavarekere,

Varadenahalli Handpost and
Hospet Circle before reaching
Magadi. Fares from Magadi
Road Toll Gate will start at
%15 for Kamakshipalya and
go up to 50 for Hospet Cir-
cle.

BMTC currently operates
33 scheduled services to
Magadi, making around 190
trips daily. The corporation
said the additional service
was introduced to cater to the
growing number of commut-
ers travelling between Benga-
luru and Magadi.

The new service is part of
BMTC’s ongoing expansion
of limited-stop Vegadootha
services connecting Bengalu-
ru with surrounding towns
and suburban areas.

The corporation currently
operates 143 Vegadootha ser-
vices across 14 routes.

Flat owner arrested
forallegedly
molesting student

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Ashoknagar police have ar-
rested a flat owner for al-
legedly molesting a 20-year-
old college student at his
property in Langford Town.

According to the police,
the victim is pursuing an An-
imation and Digital Media
course at a reputed college
and had recently moved into
the flat.

She was staying alone on
the second floor.

A senior police officer said
the accused, identified as Ka-
malesh Kumar, visited the
flat at around 6.25 p.m. to
inspect pending repair works.
After completing the inspec-
tion, he allegedly approached
the student on the pretext of
looking at
the mehendi
on her hand.

The ac-
cused al-
legedly held
her hand,
pulled her
towards him
and hugged her. When the
student resisted his advances,
Kumar allegedly grabbed her
and molested her. He also al-
legedly told her that he liked
her and wanted to be around
her.

Shocked by the alleged in-
cident, the student ap-
proached Ashoknagar police
and lodged a complaint.

The police registered an
FIR based on her complaint
and subsequently arrested
Kumar.

Police officials said further
investigation is underway to
establish the circumstances
surrounding the incident and
gather additional evidence.
The statement of the victim
and other relevant details are
being examined as part of the
investigation.

The arrest followed the
complaint and registration of
the FIR, with police continu-
ing their probe into the alle-
gations.

TEMPLE REVIEW PLEA

JD(S) leader
arrested for assaulting
traffic constable

A JD(S) leader was
arrested after
allegedly assaulting a
traffic constable
during a traffic stop in
Bengaluru.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A JD(S) leader was arrested
after allegedly assaulting a traf-
fic constable who stopped his
car while managing traffic in
Hulimavu.

Karnataka JD(S) general sec-
retary Manjunath alias Gottige-
re Manja was arrested by Ben-
galuru police after allegedly
assaulting traffic constable Arun
M. Badagowdar while he was
on duty in Hulimavu on Sunday.

According to police, the con-
stable signalled Manjunath’s
car to stop while regulating
traffic. The leader allegedly
became angry, got out of the
vehicle, grabbed the constable
by his collar and kicked him.

A video purportedly showing
the incident was circulated wide-
ly on social media, triggering
public outrage. Police said the
video could not be independent-
ly verified, but acted on the com-
plaint filed by the constable.

Hulimavu police registered a
case and traced Manjunath to a
local hotel, where he was ar-
rested on Sunday night. He
was later produced before a
court.

Assault case

B Accused: Manjunath alias
Gottigere Manja

B Position: JD(S) Karnataka
general secretary

B Location: Hulimavu

B Victim: Traffic constable Arun
M. Badagowdar

u Allegation: Collar-grabbing
and kicking

B Action: Arrested and
produced before court

ANOTHER ROAD-
RAGE CASE

In a separate road-rage case, KR
Puram police booked a law stu-
dent and others for allegedly
abusing and confronting traffic
police personnel. The case fol-
lowed an altercation that report-
edly obstructed traffic. Police
booked Hemanth Reddy, Rahul,
Harshith Reddy, Radhakrishna
Reddy and others under various
charges, including assault and
voluntarily causing hurt. Notices
were issued to the accused, direct-
ing them to appear for question-
ing as part of the investigation.

BDA fixes 289,700 rent for
Hebbal tunnel land

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The BDA has fixed 89,700
per acre monthly rent for tem-
porary use of KVAFSU land
for Hebbal short tunnel con-
struction.

The Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) has
rejected the Public Works De-
partment (PWD) rate for leas-
ing land for the Hebbal short
tunnel, terming it too high,
but has fixed a rent that is
twice the average rate paid by
contractors working on BM-
RCL and K-RIDE projects.

The BDA examined four
agreements entered into by
contractors of the Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation Lim-
ited and K-RIDE with private
landowners. The rents in these
agreements ranged from
337,800 to 55,725 per acre
per month, with an average of
344,850.

The authority subsequently
fixed 289,700 per acre per
month for temporary use of
land belonging to the Karna-
taka Veterinary, Animal and
Fisheries Sciences University
(KVAFSU). The BDA’s letter
to KVAFSU, dated August 10,
said adopting the PWD
Schedule of Rates would re-

sult in substantially higher
lease rent and impose an un-
due financial burden on the
project.

However, the letter did not
explain why the average rate
from the four agreements was
doubled. A BDA official said
the authority was attempting
to strike a balance between
the higher PWD rate and rents
paid in other infrastructure
projects.

The proposed lease is be-
tween two State-run institu-
tions, unlike the four agree-
ments used as benchmarks,
which involved private land-
owners. The lease is yet to be
executed.

The temporary land re-
quirement adds to the con-
struction-related expenditure
of the tunnel project, which
has already faced questions
over its cost. The Finance De-
partment had earlier described
the project as an expensive
quick-fix and questioned
whether a surface road could
provide similar relief at lower
cost.

The project also continues
to face concerns over whether
it will ease congestion or
merely shift traffic to other
junctions.

Supreme Court to consider fresh Bench in ISKCON case

BENGALURU

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to consider set-
ting up a fresh Bench to hear
ISKCON Mumbai’s review
petition in the long-running
dispute over control of Ben-
galuru’s iconic Hare Krishna
temple and educational com-
plex.

The matter relates to the
Supreme Court’s May 16,
2025, judgment, which ruled
that the temple belongs to
ISKCON Bengaluru, over-
turning a 2011 Karnataka
High Court verdict that had
favoured ISKCON Mumbeai.

Appearing before a Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V. Moha-
na, counsel for ISKCON
Mumbai said the review pe-
tition had remained pending

after earlier being listed be-
fore different benches headed
by Justices M.M. Sundresh
and Dipankar Datta.
Responding to the request,
Chief Justice Surya Kant
said, “We will consider this.”
The review petition had
reached a procedural dead-
lock after a split verdict de-
livered in November 2025 by

Justices J.K. Maheshwari and
Augustine George Masih.
Justice Maheshwari held that
ISKCON Mumbai had made
out a case for an open-court
hearing of the review plea,
while Justice Masih ruled
that there was no apparent
error in the original judgment
warranting reconsideration.
The split verdict required

ISKCON legal battle
Key point Details
Temple ISKCON Hare Krishna Temple, B’luru
Current owner (2025 SC ruling) ISKCON Bengaluru
Review petitioner ISKCON Mumbai
Issue now Fresh Bench for review plea
Original SC verdict May 16,2025

_Q “We will consider this.”

-Surya Kant, Chief Justice of India

the matter to be placed be-
fore the Chief Justice for fur-
ther directions.

The legal battle dates back
to ISKCON Bengaluru’s ap-
peal against the Karnataka
High Court’s May 23, 2011,
judgment, which had re-
versed a 2009 Bengaluru trial
court ruling recognising ISK-
CON Bengaluru’s ownership

and granting it a permanent
injunction against ISKCON
Mumbai.

At the heart of the dispute
are two societies with similar
names but separate legal
identities.

ISKCON Bengaluru main-
tains it has independently
managed the temple for de-
cades, while ISKCON Mum-
bai claims the Bengaluru or-
ganisation functions as its
branch.
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Gadag police
recover %3.68 crore
stolen property

CHNEWS, GADAG
The district police have
made a major breakthrough
in theft and fraud cases, re-
covering property worth
33.68 crore over the past
year. Belagavi North Zone
|IGP Sandeep Patil handed
the recovered items to their
rightful owners. Of 1,576
registered cases, police
solved 1,066 and arrested
146 suspects. They recov-
ered 37.191 kg of stolen silver
worth 260.52 lakh and 3798
lakh cash. Police also seized
40 vehicles valued at 21713
lakh in 36 theft cases. Of
1,440 missing mobile
phones, 965 worth 39719
lakh were traced and re-
turned. Police also solved 27
of 32 fraud cases, recover-
ing 23713 lakh in total.

38-year-old
weaver found
dead near pond

CHNEWS, GADAG
A labourer was found dead
beside a pond near Shigli
village in Lakshmeshwar
taluk on Sunday morning,
leaving his family shocked
and angry. The deceased,
Shivanand Ramesh
Koparde, 38, was a resident
of Shigliand worked as a
handloom weaver. His body
was found near a stream
on the road to Mallapur vil-
lage in Odiyar. Police sus-
pect the death occurred
late Saturday night, but the
exact circumstances re-
main unclear. Lakshmesh-
war police officers inspect-
ed the spot after receiving
information and sent the
body for postmortem ex-
amination. A case has been
registered, and further in-
vestigation is underway. In-
vestigation is underway to
establish what happened.

'Rona officials told to speed up guarantee schemes

Officials instructed to update ration cards after a family head’s death and inform eligible beneficiaries of instalment dates

RONA

Rona Taluk Guarantee Com-
mittee President Mithun G.
Patil has directed officials to
speed up the implementation
of government guarantee
schemes and ensure that no
eligible beneficiary is denied
benefits.

At a meeting held at the Ta-
luk Panchayat Hall, he asked
officials to identify ineligible
and deceased beneficiaries
and take action according to
rules.

Under the Grihalakshmi
scheme, officials said 38,278
applications had been regis-

tered against 38,422 ration
cards, with 34,528 applica-
tions approved, achieving
90.20% progress. A house-to-
house survey found 945 de-

ceased beneficiaries and 248
GST registrations. Officials
were asked to update ration
cards when the head of a fam-
ily dies and inform eligible

Highlights
m Officials told to speed up
scheme implementation

m 34,528 Grihalakshmi
applications approved,
reaching 90.20%

m |nspection found 945 de-
ceased scheme beneficiaries

m Remaining Griha Jyoti sur-
vey reaches 86% completion

m Additional buses demanded
on congested Rona routes

m Fair price shops asked
to display rules properly

beneficiaries about instalment
dates through social media.

Regarding Annabhagya, Pa-
til expressed concern that fair
price shops had not displayed
the required 12 rules. Officials
were asked to correct this.
People above 75 can use OTP-
based authentication when
fingerprints fail. Officials said
ration distribution delays were
linked to warehouse lifting,
while August and September
supplies are being distributed
together.

The Griha Jyoti re-survey
has reached 86%, and officials
were told to complete the re-
maining work through door-to-

door visits. Members also
sought regular electricity advi-
sory meetings. Under Shakti,
members requested buses on
the Rona-Abbigeri route at 6
am and 5.30 pm, along with
additional services on crowded
routes. Officials were asked to
ensure buses stop at designated
points for students and women
passengers.

The committee also directed
KSRTC operators to improve
cleanliness and drinking water
facilities at bus stops. Execu-
tive Officer Chandrashekar
Kandakura and other depart-
ment officials and committee
members attended the meeting.

Karwar officials told to speed

Opposition alleges police failure

in Basavaraj Reddy’s case

KANAKAGIRI

Former MLA Basavaraj
Dadesuguru has alleged that
t h e
police department failed to
protect the public and has not
registered an FIR in a case
linked to the death of Basa-
varaj Reddy.

Reddy reportedly died by
suicide after an assault con-
nected to a land encroachment
dispute in the town, according
to his statement to reporters.

Dadesuguru claimed that
Minister Shivaraj Thangadgi
had been pressuring police for
three days not to register the
case. He said officials were
hesitant because of the al-
leged political pressure, and
accused the police of failing
to provide proper security to
people in Kanakagiri. He de-
manded immediate action un-
der the law and justice for
Reddy’s family without delay.

Dadesuguru said the
Bilekudari family had met
Minister Thangadgi and al-
leged that this meeting was

Basavaraj Reddy’s final yatra
passes under tight security

The final procession of Basavaraj Reddy Madinal,
who died by suicide following a dispute over alleged
land encroachment, was held under heavy security
on Monday. More than 600 police personnel were
deployed to prevent any untoward incidents. Thou-
sands of people joined the procession from the town’s
fifth ward to the crematorium. Barricades were placed
along the main road, while separate routes were
arranged for participants and those carrying the body.
Senior police officers remained at the spot to mon-
itor the situation. Family members and BJP leaders
raised slogans demanding the accused be arrested
and justice be delivered. Public anger remained visible
despite tight security.

being used to push the matter
toward closure. He urged au-
thorities to examine the com-
plaint and take action accord-
ing to legal procedures. He
said the issue would be raised
during the Assembly session
and brought to the attention of
BJP leaders. BJP state execu-
tive member Basavaraj Cava-
tar said Reddy’s death showed

the House.

respond.

HAVERI

A farmer’s family staged an
emotional protest in Ironi vil-
lage of Ranebennur taluk on
Monday by sitting inside
holes dug for planting, oppos-
ing a forest department oper-
ation to clear the land.

The family said they have
been cultivating the land for
decades and strongly objected
to the department’s claim that
it was forest land.

Forest officials had arrived
to remove what they de-
scribed as an encroachment
on forest land allegedly occu-
pied by farmer Manjappa Ni-
lappa Annar. The move led to
a heated argument between
the officials and the farmer’s
family. Family members
questioned how they could

suddenly be treated as en-
croachers when they had been
cultivating the same land for
nearly 60 to 70 years.

The family also pointed out
that a case concerning the
land is pending before the
court. They questioned the

-9

need for clearance whlle the
legal dispute was continuing
and urged officials to main-
tain the existing situation until
the court delivers its decision.
They repeatedly asked the of-
ficials to take back the JCB
machinery brought for the op-

eration.

Women from the family be- :
came emotional and appealed :
to the forest officials not to :
evict them. Some family
members even fell at the offi- :
cials’ feet while requesting !
them to stop the clearance
work. They said they had al- :
ready sown crops several :
times despite inadequate rain-
fall and were farming with :
¢ have announced a major pro-

The family members said
losing the land would leave
them without a livelihood or a :
place to go. The incident oc-
curred under the jurisdiction
of the Ranebennur Rural Po-
lice Station. The protest high-
lighted the family’s demand
for relief and for authorities to
i Monday. He said the govern-
: ment acquired the farmers’
¢ land nearly 20 years ago and

borrowed money.

wait until the court settles the
disputed land issue.

Gadag invites applications
for mental health consultants

Direct interview offers bank jobs to youth

HUBBALLI

The Navanagar District Em-
ployment Exchange Centre will
conduct a direct interview on
August 20 from 10 am to 2 pm.
ICICI Bank will recruit candi-
dates for Relationship Manager
positions. Applicants must hold
any degree and be aged be-
tween 18 and 25 years. Yu-
vanidhi beneficiaries have been
advised to attend the interview.

Eligible candidates should bring
copies of their Aadhaar card
and resume and attend at their :
own expense. Candidates must :
complete online registration be- :
fore appearing. For details, ap- :
plicants can contact 0836- :
2225288, 9566177753, 636292
3462, or 8453208555 during
office hours. The recruitment :
drive offers eligible youth an | for 2026-27.
opportunity to seek employ- :
¢ students in secondary and

ment with confidence.

NARAGUND

A door-to-door campaign was
conducted in Konnur Gram
Panchayat limits as part of a
job card fair for workers.

Taluk Panchayat Executive
Officer Sridhar Chinagundi
led the campaign and visited
homes with officials. Workers
were informed about employ-
ment opportunities and bene-
fits available under the VBG-
RAM-G scheme.

During the visits, officials
identified families without job
cards. Sridhar Chinagundi
distributed new job cards on
the spot to eligible beneficia-
ries. He said workers who

need employment can apply
and will be provided work un-
der the scheme. He urged
families to make use of the
available opportunities.

The EO also instructed peo-
ple selected as individual ben-
eficiaries under the VBG-

RURAL WORK INITIATIVE
Job card drive reaches workers at their doorsteps

CHNEWS, GADAG

The School Education Depart-
ment has invited applications
for Mental Health Consultants
under the Comprehensive Edu-
cation Karnataka programme

The initiative aims to support

tails by contacting 9448999396.

[

:F‘

s

RAM-G scheme to obtain
work orders without delay
and begin the approved
works. While interacting with
workers, he explained the
types of activities covered by
the scheme, employment op-
portunities and other benefits

available to eligible families.

Gani, IEC Suresh Balikai,
secretary Linganagoudara,

easily.

¢ the inauguration of a
¢ training workshop for
i officers implementing
police negligence. He said he :
would inform senior party ‘!
leaders and asked BJP legisla- :
tors to discuss the matter in :
¢ nized jointly by the district

The allegations have in-
creased demands for an inves- :
tigation, accountability and
justice for Reddy’s family. i
Authorities are expected to :
i Bengaluru, at the District
i Health and Family Welfare
¢ Department auditorium on
{ Monday.

- up Matru Vandana benefits

. KARWAR

¢ Women and Child Develop-
i ment Department district rep-
¢ resentative Madevappa urged
¢ officials to ensure that eligi-
i ble women receive the bene-
¢ fits of the Pradhan Mantri
¢ Matru Vandana Yojana with-
i out delay.

He said effective imple-

i mentation and better coordi-
i nation are needed to achieve

i the scheme’s purpose and

. support pregnant and

i lactating mothers.

He was speaking at

the scheme and mater-
nal nutrition pro-
grammes.

The workshop was orga-

administration, district pan-
chayat, Women and Child
Development Department,
District Women Empower-
ment Unit and IPE Global,

Madevappa said the regis-

tration process should be

" Madevappa
urged faster
registration, clear

information for women,
improved payment rates;
Yallappa trained officials on

scheme procedures,

registration, monitoring,
reporting, payments, and

maternal nutrition

made fast- er so beneficia-
ries can receive financial as-
sistance on time. He also
stressed the need to provide
clear information to women
and improve both registration
and payment rates.

District Support Manager
of IPE Global, Yallappa K.,
conducted training on the
scheme, including procedures,

officials’ responsibilities, ben-
eficiary registration, monitor-
ing, reporting and methods to
improve payments. Maternal
nutrition was also discussed.

CDP nutrition staff, Mis-
sion Shakti personnel and im-
plementing officers from all
taluks attended the workshop.
Mission Shakti Project dis-
trict coordinator Vanajashree
welcomed the participants,
while Matru Vandana Project
district coordinator Kumuda
Gowda presented the pro-
gramme.

The organisers said stron-
ger field-level efforts and
timely guidance would help
more eligible mothers access
the scheme’s financial sup-
port and improve maternal
well-being.

Koppal farmers seek
jobs after losing land

KOPPAL

Farmers who lost their land for
the proposed BSPL company

test in Koppal on August 24,
demanding either immediate
establishment of the factory or
government jobs for affected
families.

Farmer leader Hanuman-
thappa Kaudi made the an-
nouncement at a press confer-
ence at Patrika Bhavan on

i gave it on lease to the compa-
i ny. Although the Centre ruled
i in 2023 that the acquisition
i was valid after a court case, the
i promised factory has still not
i been established.

pre-university schools facing !
mental health-related challenges. :
One Academic Resource Person
for Mental Health will be
appointed at each taluk BRC |
office. Eligible candidates can :
submit their applications ‘!
until August 24. Interested ap-
plicants can obtain further de- :

Kaudi said the affected
farmers are now struggling be-
cause they have lost their land
without receiving the expected
employment opportunities. He
added that farmers have been
holding a continuous sit-in and
protest for 256 days, but nei-

ther the government nor elect-
ed representatives have taken
meaningful action to address
their concerns.

The protest march will begin
from the Koppal Tahsildar of-
fice at 10 am on August 24.
Organisers expect more than
2,000 people to join the march.
They plan to submit a memo-
randum to the Chief Minister
through the District Collector
before moving towards the
Baldota Company to press
their demands.Kaudi warned
that the movement will inten-
sify if authorities fail to pro-
vide a suitable solution quickly.
Farmers said they want their
rights and livelihoods protected
after years of uncertainty. The
protesters urged the government
to act without further delay,
saying a clear decision on the
factory or jobs would help bring
relief to families who surren-
dered their land. The planned
action now puts pressure on
officials to settle the issue and
respond to the farmers’
long-standing demand.

Seven including
RMP doctor
arrested for rape

GADAG

Gadag police have arrested
seven accused, including an
RMP doctor and a staff nurse,
on serious charges of raping a
26-year-old woman on differ-
ent days and illegally aborting
her after she became pregnant.

The main accused arrested
are residents of Betageri
Sikandar Bepari, Shabir Ahmed
alias Junasaab, Mohammed
Rafiq Langoti, Pradeep Sagar
Navlekar, Bharat Mahadevappa
Koravara and Sandeep Sagar
Navlekar. Along with them,
RMP doctor Nagaraj Chidanan-
da Kamatar of Bellatti village
and staff nurse Rekha Fakirap-
pa Shirahatti of Shigli have also
been arrested for their alleged
involvement in the illegal abor-
tion.

The Gadag police, who had
registered a case based on the
complaint of the victim, im-
mediately sprang into action,
took all the accused into custo-
dy and took further legal ac-
tion.

Belagavi water worries ease as
Rajalakhamagouda reservoir fills

. BELAGAVI

A job card fair is being con- :
ducted across the taluk from
August 15 to September 15.
Chinagundi appealed to work-
ers to participate actively and !
register for employment op-
portunities. Konnur Gram
Panchayat PDO Manjunath

Good rains in the Western
Ghats of Maharashtra have
completely filled the Rajal-
akhamagouda reservoir near
Hidkal village in Hukkeri ta-
luk, bringing relief to farmers
and residents of Belagavi.
The reservoir, built across

: the Ghataprabha River, had
panchayat staff and VBG- :
RAM-G scheme personnel
accompanied the team during :
the house-to-house campaign. :
The officials said the initia-
tive would help eligible work-
ers access employment and
government support more
i Ten gates have been opened,

fallen to just 5 TMC two
months ago because of poor
rainfall.

The reservoir has a storage
capacity of 51 TMC. On Mon-
day, the inflow was recorded
at 8,523 cusecs, while the out-
flow stood at 4,655 cusecs.

and water is being released
through the canal system. Of-
ficials are closely monitoring
the situation as rains continue
in the catchment areas.

Hidkal reservoir AEE Jaga-
dish B.K. said there had been
serious concern when water
levels dropped sharply. He
said the reservoir was now full
and that the situation had
brought relief to people, espe-
cially farmers. Officials said
they would manage the avail-
able water carefully. If inflows
increase further, arrangements
are ready to release additional
water into the Ghataprabha
River.

The development has also

eased drinking water concerns
in Belagavi city. The Rakasa-
koppa reservoir, another major
source for the city, was filled
on Sunday, and the city corpo-
ration performed a bagina cer-
emony. With Hidkal reservoir
filling a day later, residents
now have greater confidence
about water availability. Be-
lagavi requires about 105
MLD of water every day, with
60 MLD supplied from Hidkal
and 45 MLD from Rakasakop-
pa. Officials said the available
water would be used carefully
to meet the city’s needs while
ensuring adequate supply for
farmers and other dependent
areas.
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KRS reservoir sees sharp
drop in water inflow

KRS is releasing nearly 1.8 times its inflow, and continued releases could
lower reservoir levels unless rainfall and catchment inflows improve

Belagavi woman dies
after snakebitewhile
collecting

BELAGAVI
A woman died after a
poisonous snake bit her
while she was collecting
garbage in a field in Rai-
bag town on Monday.
The deceased was iden-
tified as Satyavva
Shivananda Shinge, 43,
aresident of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Nagar in Rai-
bag. The snake report-
edly bit her while she
worked in the field.
Family members and lo-
calsrushed herto a
hospital after she be-
came ill. However, she
died on the way. The in-
cident occurred within
Raibag police station
limits. The death has
caused concern locally,
highlighting the need for
caution while working in
fields where snakes may
be present.

Power
outage
tomorrow

Mysuru
Power supply will be
disrupted on August 19
from10a.m.to 6 p.m.in
areas coming under the
V.V. Mohalla Sub-Divi-
sion due to underground
cable work on the 1T KV
SLV power line. Areas
affected: Devaraja
Road, V.V. Mohalla 2nd
and 3rd Main Roads,
Valmiki Road, V.V. Pu-
ram Police Station area,
Vontikoppalu and sur-
rounding areas, said the
Executive Engineer of
the Chamundeshwari
Electricity Supply Cor-
poration (CESC), V.V.
Mohalla Division, in a
press release here

Padubidri PHC upgrade
urged for better
emergency care

PADUBIDRI
The All Organizations’ Fed-
eration submitted a peti-
tion to Medical Officer Dr.
Rajeshwari Kini on Monday,
seeking the immediate up-
grade of Padubidri Primary
Health Centre into a Com-
munity Health Centre. The
federation said the move is
necessary to protect the
health of thousands of
people living in Padubidri
and nearby areas.The peti-
tion called for better medi-
cal and emergency treat-
ment facilities at the cen-
tre. Federation members
said Padubidri’s growing
population, increasing traf-
fic on National Highway 66
and frequent road acci-
dents have created a great-
er need for a stronger gov-
ernment healthcare facility
in the area.The federation
demanded the appoint-
ment of an adequate num-
ber of doctors, nurses and
other medical staff after
the proposed upgrade. It
also sought improved in-
frastructure and round-
the-clock emergency med-
ical services. Members said
stronger local healthcare
facilities would help resi-
dents receive timely treat-
ment, particularly during
accidents and other emer-
gencies.

MYSURU

The Krishna Raja Sagar
(KRS) reservoir in Sriranga-
patna Taluk of Mandya dis-
trict, is witnessing a sharp
decline in water inflow, rais-
ing concerns over the avail-
ability of water in the Cauv-
ery basin in the days ahead.

The latest data released on
August 17 shows that the in-
flow into KRS stands at just
7,747 cusecs, while the out-
flow is significantly higher at
13,600 cusecs.

The Kabini reservoir, which
has a maximum storage level
of 2,284 feet, recorded a wa-
ter level of 2,280.02 feet on
Monday. The figures indicate
that the reservoir is currently
releasing 5,853 cusecs more
water than it is receiving, put-
ting pressure on the available
storage.

Inflow Almost Half of
Outflow

The situation is particularly
noteworthy as the KRS is re-
leasing nearly 1.8 times the
quantity of water it is receiv-
ing. With inflows remaining
subdued, continued releases
could gradually bring down
the reservoir level if fresh

KARNATAKA

KRS at a glance
= Maximum level: 2,284 ft
m Current level:2,280.02 ft
= Current level:2,280.02 ft

= Outflow: 13,600cusecs

= Outflow exceeds in-
flow by: 5,853 cusecs

rainfall and catchment in-
flows do not improve. The
latest figures also highlight
the contrasting water situation
in other major reservoirs. Ha-
rangi recorded an inflow of
2,928 cusecs against an out-
flow of 2,387 cusecs, while
Kabini received 7,747 cusecs
and released 13,600 cusecs.

Rain Holds the Key

The weak inflow into KRS
has brought the focus back on

rainfall in the Cauvery catch-
ment areas.

A sustained spell of rain is
crucial to replenish the reser-
voir and maintain adequate
storage for drinking water,
irrigation and downstream re-
quirements.

With the KRS already re-
leasing considerably more
water than the inflow it is re-
ceiving, any further fall in
inflow could put the reservoir
under additional pressure.

Water managers will there-
fore be closely watching rain-
fall and catchment inflows
over the coming days.

The present figures under-
line the need for careful water
management and judicious
releases, particularly when the
monsoon season still has a
considerable distance to run.
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Raghumurthy directs
officials to speed
tribal welfare projects

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Scheduled Tribes Welfare
Minister T. Raghumurthy di-
rected department officials
to speed up the implementa-
tion of welfare projects and
ensure that no scheme faces
unnecessary delays.

On his first day in office,
he held a review meeting
with senior officials at
Vidhana Soudha on Monday
and sought detailed informa-
tion about ongoing pro-
grammes.

Raghumurthy asked offi-
cials to prepare a compre-
hensive report covering all
projects already taken up by
the department. He wanted
officials to clearly state the
stage of each project, identi-
fy pending work and explain
the steps needed to complete
them. He said regular moni-
toring would be necessary to
ensure deadlines are fol-
lowed.

The minister stressed that
schemes under the Sched-
uled Tribes Welfare Depart-
ment directly affect the de-
velopment and welfare of
vulnerable communities.
Therefore, he said officials
should identify pending pro-
grammes immediately and

The minister said tribal
welfare schemes directly
affect vulnerable
communities, urging
officials to complete
pending programmes
promptly with speed and
coordination

complete them within the
prescribed time. He instruct-
ed the department to main-
tain speed and coordination
while implementing welfare
measures.Raghumurthy said
tribal welfare programmes
cover several important ar-
eas, including education,
housing, economic empow-
erment and infrastructure
development. Effective co-
ordination among depart-
ments and timely execution,
he said, are essential for en-
suring that benefits reach
intended communities with-
out unnecessary delays.The
minister also directed offi-
cials to maintain clear re-
cords and provide accurate
updates on the progress of
projects. He said officers
should take responsibility
for resolving pending issues
and ensure that implementa-
tion remains focused on the
needs of tribal communities.

4

Haveri temple
dedication to
include free
health camp

CH NEWS, HAVERI

A four-day religious and
cultural programme will be
held at the newly built
Chaudeshwari Temple near
Basaveshwar Nagar C Block
Railway Gate in Haveri from
August 18 to 21.

The temple has been built
by Sri Swami Vivekananda
Seva Samiti. Committee hon-
orary chairman Sanjeevaku-
mar Neeralagi announced the
programme at a press confer-
ence.

The celebrations will begin
on August 18 with a grand
procession carrying the idol,
accompanied by musical in-
struments and a Poorna Kum-
bha. The idol will enter the
temple during the Godhuli
Lagna at 6.30 p.m., followed
by special rituals. On August
19, the Indian Red Cross will
conduct a blood donation
camp, followed by Dha-
nyadhivasa and Shaivagni
Pratishtapana Homa in the
evening.A free health check-
up camp will be held on Au-
gust 20 by Shataveereshwar
Ayurveda Hospital of Sindagi.
Later that evening, rituals
connected with the idol will
be performed. On August 21,
special abhishekam, idol Pra-
na Pratishtapana and Maha
Mangalarati will be

conducted.

Narendra seeks
impartial probe
into forest firing
CH NEWS, CHAMARAJANAGAR

Karnataka considers higher
egg prices for school meals

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Former Hanur MLA R. Na-
rendra visited the families of
three people who died in fir-
ing by Forest Department per-
sonnel at Mariyamangala vil-
lage in Hanur taluk and ex-
pressed his condolences.

He met the bereaved fami-
lies, shared their grief and of-
fered support during their
difficult time.

Narendra said the deaths
had caused deep pain to the
families and the wider com-
munity. He urged the govern-
ment to provide justice to the
victims and order an impartial
investigation into the incident.
He also appealed to authori-
ties to ensure that such inci-
dents do not happen again.

The Karnataka government
is considering increasing the
amount paid for eggs supplied
to students under the midday
hot meal scheme in govern-
ment and aided schools.

School Education Minister
Madhu Bangarappa said a
meeting with the Finance De-
partment would be held soon
to examine the issue and take
a suitable decision based on
current market prices.

The minister was respond-
ing to a supplementary ques-
tion raised by Congress mem-
ber Ramoji Gowda in the
Legislative Council on Mon-
day. Bangarappa said the gov-
ernment gives priority to chil-
dren’s health and preventing

malnutrition and would con-
sider measures to meet the
rising cost of eggs.

Gowda said the School Ed-
ucation Department currently
provides %6 per egg for each
student. However, market
prices have remained above
8 for about a year, creating
difficulties for schools. He
also said that from the %6 re-
leased by the government,
only %5 reaches schools for
purchasing eggs.According to
Gowda, the shortfall has
placed an additional financial
burden on teachers and school
monitoring committees. In
some cases, they have report-
edly been using their own
money to ensure that students
continue receiving eggs as
part of the meal programme.

Narendra seeks impartial
probe into forest firing

CH NEWS, CHAMARAJANAGAR

Former Hanur MLA R. Na-
rendra visited the families of
three people who died in fir-
ing by Forest Department per-
sonnel at Mariyamangala vil-
lage in Hanur taluk and ex-
pressed his condolences.

He met the bereaved fami-
lies, shared their grief and of-
fered support during their
difficult time.

Narendra said the deaths
had caused deep pain to the
families and the wider com-
munity. He urged the govern-
ment to provide justice to the
victims and order an impartial
investigation into the incident.
He also appealed to authori-
ties to ensure that such inci-

dents do not happen again.

He said a peaceful relation-
ship should be maintained be-
tween forest officials and peo-
ple living in forest areas. The
government and concerned
departments should take pre-
ventive measures and make
proper arrangements to protect
innocent residents. He also de-
manded suitable compensa-
tion, security and continued
assistance for the affected fam-
ilies.Narendra assured the fam-
ilies that he would continue to
stand with them during their
difficult period. He prayed for
the departed souls and wished
the families strength to over-
come their loss.Meanwhile,
Kusumraj and Narendra Raju-
gowda, sons of Chamara-

janagar District In-charge Min-
ister Puttarangasetty, along
with Narendra Rajugowda’s
family members, provided 32
lakh each to the families of the
three deceased persons as per-
sonal assistance. Kusumraj
expressed his condolences and
prayed for peace for the de-
parted souls. He also wished
the bereaved families courage
to face the tragedy.

District Youth Congress
president Yogendra, former
Gram Panchayat president
John, former Taluk Panchayat
member Javed, Society Basa-
varaju, Chetan Dorairaju,
Tarikh, Chamul director Ku-
mar, Mallar, Vincent, Dairy
President Gnana Prakash and
others were present.

Training for para-legal volunteers
begins in Mysuru

MYSURU

The Para-Legal Volunteer
(PLV) scheme is being active-
ly implemented in the district
to create legal awareness
among the general public and
ensure free legal assistance
reaches even the last person
in society. Volunteers should
make the best use of the train-
ing, said first additional dis-
trict and sessions judge Sand-
hya Rao P.

Speaking after inaugurating
a two-day refresher training
programme for selected Pa-
ra-Legal Volunteers of the
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) and Taluk Le-
gal Services Committees at
the Abdul Nazir Sab Hall,
Zilla Panchayat, on Monday.
The programme was jointly
organised by the Karnataka

State Legal Services Authori-
ty, District Legal Services Au-
thority, Judiciary,

Advocates’ Association,
Department of Prosecution
and Government Litigation,
Police Department, Depart-
ment of Women and Child
Development, Mysuru, and
Out Law India Foundation,
Bengaluru.

The Para-Legal Volunteer
scheme was introduced by the
National Legal Services Au-
thority (NALSA) in 2009.
The volunteers were created
to bridge the gap between the
common people and legal ser-
vices institutions and to take
justice to people’s doorsteps.
They are not lawyers, but
serve as intermediaries who
possess basic legal knowledge
and work for the welfare of
society, she said.

EQUALITY THROUGH EMPOWERMENT

SRINIVASA MANE PROMISES FASTER
HOUSING PROJECTS ACROSS KARNATAKA

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Hanagal MLA Srinivasa
Mane, who was recently ap-
pointed president of the Kar-
nataka Housing Board, met
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar in Bengaluru on Monday
and expressed gratitude for
being given the important re-
sponsibility. Mane said he
would work honestly and en-
sure that the board’s pro-
grammes serve the housing
needs of people across the
state.

Mane said the Karnataka
Housing Board has a direct
responsibility towards poor,
middle-class and common
families who dream of own-
ing a home.

He stressed the need to

provide quality houses at af-
fordable prices and promised
to take effective steps to make
housing accessible to eligible
beneficiaries.

He said the board’s activi-
ties would be accelerated and
projects would be implement-
ed in a transparent and peo-
ple-friendly manner.

Mane also emphasised the
need to ensure that deserving
families receive housing ben-
efits without unnecessary de-
lays.

He said the board would
focus on improving the deliv-
ery of services and complet-
ing projects efficiently.

The appointment gives
Mane an additional responsi-
bility at the state level after
his continued work as Hana-
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gal MLA.

He said his experience of
working closely with people
in the constituency would
help him understand the hous-
ing concerns faced by fami-
lies and guide the board to-

wards practical solutions.

During the meeting, Shiva-
kumar congratulated Mane
and offered guidance on ef-
fectively managing the Hous-
ing Board’s activities. Mane
said he would uphold the trust
placed in him and work with
commitment to realise the
housing dreams of ordinary
people.

He added that transparency,
speed and accountability
would remain key priorities
during his tenure.

The new responsibility has
increased expectations that
the Housing Board will
strengthen its housing pro-
grammes and deliver greater
benefits to families seeking
affordable homes across Kar-
nataka.

‘Educational and economic self-reliance must for true social equality’

MYSURU

True equality can be
achieved only when op-
pressed Dalit and backward
communities become self-re-
liant through education, social
progress and economic inde-
pendence, Urban Develop-
ment Minister and Mysuru
District In-charge Minister
Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah
said.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a programme organ-
ised by the Karnataka Bhovi
Development Corporation,
where free tailoring machines
and training certificates were
distributed to unemployed

women from the Scheduled
Caste Bhovi community.

Yathindra said the Bhovi
community and other op-
pressed groups had received
opportunities in government
work even during the rule of
Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar.
He said members of the com-
munity contributed to major
works, including construction
of the KRS reservoir. The
caste system had denied many
labourers and Dalits educa-
tion, power and wealth for
generations, he said. Reserva-
tion and special laws were
introduced through the Con-
stitution to address this histor-
ical injustice.

He said the Siddaramaiah
government had made it man-
datory to set aside 24.10 per
cent of the State budget for
SC and ST communities ac-
cording to their population.
Reservation was also provid-
ed for SC and ST communi-
ties in government contracts
for works costing up to X1
crore. However, Yathindra
said welfare schemes and res-
ervation alone were not
enough. Women and young
people should explore
self-employment, small tex-
tile businesses, dairy farming
and other entrepreneurial ac-
tivities to achieve financial
independence.

Chamaraja MLA K. Harish
Gowda said Siddaramaiah
had established development
corporations to understand
community needs and ensure
welfare benefits reached eligi-
ble people. He said loans and
training were being arranged
for Bhovi community mem-
bers in Mysuru and Chamaraj
constituencies to help them
operate two-wheelers, cars
and autorickshaws.

MLC Dr. D. Thimmaiah
urged parents to provide qual-
ity education to both daugh-
ters and sons and encouraged
children to aim for careers
such as IAS and IPS officers.
Around 150 women received

tailoring machines worth
%15,000 each.

Bhovi Development Corpo-
ration Chairman Ramappa M.
said the corporation was im-
plementing six welfare
schemes in addition to the
five major guarantees of the
Congress government. Other
officials and community lead-
ers, including N.

Rangaswamy, U. Chan-
dranayak, Muniswamy, Si-
taram, Jayakumar, Nagaraju
and Basavaraju, attended the
programme. The speakers
urged beneficiaries to use
training and government sup-
port effectively and build se-
cure, independent livelihoods.

BJP holds overnight dharna;
demands Nagendra’s resignation

MYSURU

The Mysuru city and rural
units of the BJP held an
overnight protest near CAVA
College Road, close to the
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice in Siddhartha Nagar, on
Monday.

The protesters demanded
the resignation of Minister
B. Nagendra over allega-
tions linked to the Valmiki
Scheduled Tribe Develop-
ment Corporation case. My-
suru-Kodagu MP Yaduveer
Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar, City BJP President
L. Nagendra, Rural Unit
President Subbanna, former

MP Pratap Simha and other
party leaders took part in the
protest.

BJP workers raised slo-
gans against the Congress
government and demanded
that Nagendra be removed
from the Cabinet. Speaking
at the protest, L. Nagendra
alleged that X189 crore be-
longing to the Valmiki De-
velopment Corporation had
been misused and trans-
ferred to banks in Andhra
Pradesh, gold shops and
wine stores.

He also alleged that the
money was used during the
Lok Sabha elections in
Andhra Pradesh.




CITY®HILIGHTS

HUBBALLI

Newlywed’s
body found
inwell

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
A 21-year-old newlywed
was found dead ina
well at Mahadevapura
in Challakere taluk on
Sunday evening, spark-
ing a murder investiga-
tion. The deceased, Su-
malatha, was a resident
of Karipalayanhatti. Po-
lice have registered
murder charges against
Gajendra of Gundayan-
ahatti and othersin
connection with her
death. According to the
complaint, Sumalatha
left her home on August
13 and went with Gajen-
dra. The two had mar-
ried for love. Her body
was later recovered
from a well in Ma-
hadevapura. The inci-
dent falls under Nay-
akanahatti police sta-
tion limits. Police are in-
vestigating the circum-
stances of her death and
examining allegations to
establish what happened.

GNRF launches tree
plantation drive
in Hunsur

CHNEWS, HUNSUR
GNRF, the welfare wing of
Dawat-e-Islami India, or-
ganised a tree plantation
programme at Berlins
School in Hunsur. Saplings
were distributed among
students, who were also
trained in planting and car-
ing for trees. The pro-
gramme highlighted the
importance of trees and
their role in protecting the
environment. Members of
Dawat-e-Islami Hunsur
City Mushavarat attended
the event. The school ad-
ministration appreciated
the campaign and praised
its environmental focus.
The principal thanked Da-
wat-e-Islami for the initia-
tive, calling it a positive ef-
fort for society. The pro-
gramme encouraged stu-
dents to care for nature
and contribute to a greener
future for everyone.

Jagalur to host state
kannada karaoke
contest

JAGALUR
A state-level Kannada ka-
raoke singing competition
will be held at Gurubhavan
in Jagalur town on August
22. Gaana Lahari Cultural
Arts Forum and Voice of Ja-
galur are jointly organizing
the event in memory of leg-
endary singers S. Janaki
and S. P. Balasubrahman-
yam. The organizers said
the programme aims to en-
courage singers and pro-
vide them a platform to
display their talent.The
competition will begin at 10
am on Saturday. Two sen-
ior observers will judge par-
ticipants on voice quality,
rhythm and musical perfor-
mance. The first prize is Rs.
20,000, the second prize is
Rs. 15,000 and the third
prize is Rs. 10,000, with tro-
phies for the winners. All
participants will receive
certificates, medals and
lunch. Singers from differ-
ent districts can take part in
the contest.

CH NEWS,MANDYA

District Guarantee Scheme
Implementation Authority
Chairman Chikkalingaiah has
directed officials to install de-
tailed Annabhagya scheme
information banners in all fair
price shops.

He said beneficiaries
should receive clear informa-
tion about their entitlements
and urged officials to ensure
ration distribution without in-
convenience.

Officials said 73,50,911
beneficiaries are covered un-
der Annabhagya in the dis-
trict. The government has or-
dered August and September
2026 NFSA ration to be dis-
tributed together during Au-
gust. Therefore, separate An-
nabhagya rice distribution
will not take place in August.
Ration will be distributed
from 6 am to 10 am and 4 pm
to 8 pm after supplies reach
shops.Under Grihalakshmi,
4,66,273 beneficiaries were
registered by May 2026. Of

KARNATAKA

Officials told to ensure
hassle-free rationdistribution

Chikkalingaiah directed officials to assist beneficiaries facing joint-account issues
by converting accounts into separate accounts for smoother access to benefits

these, 4,36,268 eligible wom-
en received 287,25,36,000
through 32 instalments. Chik-
kalingaiah asked officials to
help beneficiaries facing
problems because of joint
bank accounts by converting
them into separate accounts.
Officials also reported 12,943
beneficiary deaths and urged
ASHA and Anganwadi work-
ers to promptly share such
information.Under Shakti,
22,93,21,991 women passen-
gers received free travel in
Mandya district until July
2026, generating
2642,55,06,039 in transport

revenue. Under Yuvanidhi,
10,526 candidates registered
by June, while 9,645 benefi-
ciaries received
%28,23,46,500 through 94,921
instalments. Chikkalingaiah
called for wider awareness
programmes in schools and
colleges.Under Grihajyothi,
5,05,893 consumers had reg-
istered by June, with 5,03,153
receiving benefits. Officials
said door-to-door data collec-
tion was 75% complete.
Vice-Chairman K. Hanuman-
thaiyya, Rajendra Prasad,
Shivanna, Zilla Panchayat
Planning Officer Dhanush and

At a glance

= Annabhagya banners
mandated across all fair-
price shops

m 73.5 lakh beneficiaries
covered under Annabhag-
ya scheme

m %87.25 crore credited
through Grihalakshmi
installments

m 12,943 Grihalakshmi
beneficiaries reported
deceased so-far

m Shakti scheme enabled
22.93 crore women journeys

m Grihajyothi survey
reaches 75% districtwide
completion rate

other officials attended the
meeting. The chairman
stressed that timely informa-
tion and proper implementa-
tion should remain the priori-
ty so eligible families receive
benefits without delays.
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BJP begins protest
seeking Nagendra s
resignation

KOLAR

The BJP has launched an in-
definite protest outside the Ko-
lar Deputy Commissioner’s
office near Tamaka, demand-
ing the resignation of Minister
B. Nagendra over allegations
linked to the Valmiki develop-
ment corporation scam.

Party leaders said the protest
would continue until the gov-
ernment responds to their de-
mand and takes action.The
demonstration was led by BJP
district president Om Shakti
Chalapati, with former minis-
ter Varthur Prakash and former
MLA Manjunath Gowda
among those participating.
Protesters raised slogans
against the Congress govern-
ment and demanded that Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah accept
Nagendra’s resignation imme-
diately.BJP leaders also criti-
cised Minister Zameer Ahmed
and Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi over separate political
issues. They alleged that the
government had failed to act
firmly against those responsi-

BJP leaders criticised
Zameer Ahmed and
Sonia Gandhi, alleging
government inaction over
irregularities, and said
their protest highlighted
failures in accountability,
governance, and
responsibility

ble for the alleged irregulari-
ties. The protesters said their
demonstration was intended to
draw public attention to what
they described as failures in
accountability and gover-
nance.Speaking at the protest,
former minister Varthur
Prakash referred to statements
made by Siddaramaiah regard-
ing the alleged scam. He
claimed the then Chief Minis-
ter had acknowledged irregu-
larities involving 287 crore
and questioned why Nagendra
was again given ministerial
responsibility. Prakash argued
that allegations of serious fi-
nancial wrongdoing should be
examined thoroughly before
such appointments are made.

Sandalwood theft
sparks anger among
Challakere farmers

CHALLAKERE

Farmers in Kaluvehalli village
of Challakere taluk are worried
after sandalwood trees were cut
and stolen from several fields at
night. More than 20 trees were
reportedly felled from the farms
of Bhootaiah, Thimmanna,
Obanna and other farmers. The
incident has created fear and
concern among villagers.State
Raitha Sangha senior vice-presi-
dent K.P. Bhootaiah condemned
the theft and urged police to take
immediate action. He said a
group of thieves entered farms
and used axes to cut sandalwood
trees planted by farmers. Bhoot-
aiah demanded that the accused
be arrested quickly and called for
stronger night patrols in rural ar-
eas to prevent similar incidents.

Magadi Cooperative Society
expands services with technology

CH NEWS, MAGADI

The Taluk Veerashaiva
Cooperative Society has ex-
panded its services after ren-
ovating its building and in-
troducing new digital facili-
ties.

Sri Shivasiddheshwara
Swamiji, junior Peethadhyas
of Siddaganga Mutt, Tumak-
uru, inaugurated the facili-
ties and said cooperative
institutions play an import-
ant role in improving the
economic condition of com-
mon people, farmers and
small traders.

Speaking at the event, the
Swamiji said the society has
served people for 21 years
and deserves praise for

adopting modern technolo-
gy.

He said such institutions
should focus not only on
profit but also on providing
transparent,

dependable services.
Basavaraj Swamiji of Jad-
edevara Math said the soci-
ety also contributes to social
welfare by helping poor peo-
ple and students and sup-
porting cow protection.

Society president SCBS
Shivarudraiah said the orga-
nization began with 1,565
members and now has 2,900
members. It has recorded a
turnover of Rs. 2.5 crore and
has remained profitable with
public support. Vice presi-
dent H.R. Shivaprasad said

the society has been devel-
oped on the lines of nation-
alized banks and has intro-
duced several new facilities
for members.

He said loan facilities now
include vehicle,

mortgage and gold loans,
along with fixed deposits,
recurring deposits and sav-
ings accounts, with facilities
available up to Rs. 5 lakh.

Members who have exist-
ing hand loans can also seek
other loans according to
rules. Several directors, offi-
cials, religious leaders and
community representatives
attended the program and
welcomed the society’s con-
tinued growth and modern-
ization.

present on the occasion.

As part of the 80th Independence Day celebrations, Sri B. Anand, Managing
Director hoisted the National Flag at the Head Office of Karnataka State
Marketing Communication and Advertising Ltd. Officers and Staff were
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Thumbay Moideen honoured with
Global Leadership Award

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Dr. Thumbay Moideen,
Founder President of Thum-
bay Group and Founder Pa-
tron of the Bearys Cultural
Forum, received the Global
Leadership Award for Quality
and Innovation 2026 at an ed-
ucational scholarship event
held at Town Hall, Mangalu-
ru.

Karnataka Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister U.T.
Khader presented the award
after inaugurating the pro-
gramme.

The event also witnessed
Dr. Moideen personally
awarding a 1.5 crore schol-
arship to a deserving student
under the Thumbay Interna-
tional Pathway Program. The
six-year medical programme
allows students to complete
three years at Gulf Medical
University in Ajman and an-
other three years at a partner
university in Uzbekistan,
leading to a full MD degree.

The programme was jointly

INEDISTE

organised by the Bearys Cul-
tural Forum, Dubai, and the
Bearys Cultural Forum Trust,
Mangaluru. It brought togeth-
er students, educationists,
community leaders and public
representatives.

Scholarships were distribut-
ed to SSLC and PUC toppers
from across Karnataka. Sew-
ing machines were also given
to underprivileged women,
while a business seminar was
conducted as part of the
event.

Several dignitaries attended

INSURANCE SUPPORT SOUGHT

the gathering, including for-
mer MLC and Fiza Group
Managing Director B.M. Fa-
rooq, BCF UAE President Dr.
B.K.

Yusuf and Presidency Uni-
versity Chancellor Dr. Nissar
Ahmed.

Addressing the gathering,
Dr.

Moideen highlighted nearly
three decades of work in
healthcare, education and
community development.

He reaffirmed his commit-
ment to helping deserving
students access quality educa-
tion. The award recognises
leadership that promotes qual-
ity and innovation. Dr.
Moideen has also received
five honorary doctorates and
several international honours
for his contributions to health-
care, education and business.
The scholarship announce-
ment became a major high-
light of the event, reflecting
his continuing focus on edu-
cational opportunities for stu-
dents in India and the Gulf.

Swarnavalli seer
explains three
debts of human life

SIRSI

Jagadguru Shankaracharya Shri
Gangadharendra Saraswati Ma-
haswami of Sonda Swarnavalli
Mutt said every person is born
with three important debts, owed
to God, sages and ancestors.

He made the remarks while
blessing devotees during the
Chaturmasya Vrat celebrations in
Sirsi.

He explained that human life is
supported by the blessings and
contributions of divine forces, re-
spected sages and family ances-
tors. Therefore, people should
show gratitude and make sincere
efforts to repay these debts
through good actions, worship,
prayer, chanting and yajna. He
said remembering these responsi-
bilities can help people live with
humility, respect and spiritual
awareness.

Junior Sri Anandabodhendra
Saraswati Swamiji attended the
Chaturmasya Vrat programme.
Eshwar Bhat, Shantaram Hegde
and other devotees were also
present.

Magadi farmers seek more time for crop insurance

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Bamul Director H.N.
Ashok has urged the central
government to extend the
deadline for ragi crop insur-
ance registration until August
30.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Bamul office on
Monday, he said irregular
rainfall and dry spells had
delayed sowing in Magadi
taluk, leaving many farmers
without insurance cover.

He said extending the
deadline would help protect
farmers from possible losses
caused by drought or exces-
sive rainfall.

Ashok said August 14 was
the earlier deadline for regis-
tration.

He explained that farmers
normally have to pay Rs. 400
as the insurance premium for

one acre, but the minister
would bear Rs. 200 from per-
sonal funds, reducing the fi-
nancial burden on farmers.
He requested remaining
farmers to use the opportuni-

ty if the central government
approves the extension.

Farmers can register
through 23 primary agricul-
tural cooperative societies in
the taluk, as well as commer-
cial banks, including Canara
Bank, Bank of Baroda, Kar-
nataka Bank and DCC banks.
Officials urged rural milk
producers’ cooperative soci-
eties to create awareness and
encourage more farmers to
enrol.

Agriculture Department
Director Vijaya Savanur said
the taluk has about 26,000
hectares of farmland, with
575 hectares already covered,
but warned that crop damage

remains possible.

Ashok also said the Hema-
vati irrigation project would
be completed within three to
four months.

Pipeline work had faced
delays because of land com-
pensation issues and court
cases, but those problems
have now been resolved.

He appealed to farmers to
make full use of crop insur-
ance if the deadline is ex-
tended.

Several local cooperative
and civic representatives at-
tended the meeting and sup-
ported the appeal for timely
government action to protect
farmers and their crops.

Crocodile threat grows along
Tungabhadrariverbanks

CH NEWS, Malingaraya Pujar

Despite drought in Gadag
district, the Tungabhadra Riv-
er is flowing strongly after
rains in the Western Ghats.

The full river has brought
relief to farmers, but it has
also raised fears among vil-
lages along its banks. Resi-
dents are worried after a large
crocodile and its young one
were seen near homes in
Mundargi taluk, turning a
peaceful riverbank into a
place of concern for local
families and farmers alike to-
day.

On Sunday morning, farmer
Duragappa Swagi of
Vithalapur opened his back-
yard door and was shocked to
find a mother crocodile with
its calf nearby. The noise and
shouting drove the adult croc-
odile back toward the river,
while villagers caught the
calf. This close encounter has
left residents asking what
might have happened if the
reptiles had remained hidden
and children or cattle had en-
tered the backyard without
warning or protection.

Local residents say croco-
diles have become increasing-
ly common along the Tung-
abhadra, especially when food
is scarce or during nesting
periods. They reportedly
move through bushes and

fields and sometimes enter
village backyards, cattle sheds
and sugarcane fields. Villages
such as Vithalapur, Sheengta-
lur and Korlahalli are particu-
larly worried. Farmers fear
entering their fields, while
women and girls feel unsafe
going to the riverbank to
wash clothes or collect water
each day.

Residents also question the
current response of the Forest
Department. When a croco-
dile is reported, officials gen-
erally arrive, rescue it and
release it into the river again.
While such action may re-
move an immediate danger, it
does not solve the larger prob-
lem of repeated movement
into nearby settlements. Peo-
ple want a long term plan in-
stead of repeated rescue and
release operations after each
sighting reported.

Residents and farmers are
calling for stronger preventive
measures before a serious ac-
cident occurs. They want iron
nets or barriers near homes
and farmland, warning boards
at known crocodile areas, and
a dedicated rescue team able
to respond quickly. The Tung-
abhadra should remain a
source of water and liveli-
hood, not a constant danger. A
clear safety plan can help
people live beside the river
without fear safely.

Hunsur Youth Urged To Lead Farmers’ Movement

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Karnataka State Farmers’ Association president Badagalapu-
ra Nagendra urged the youth of Hunsur to take a leading role in

the farmers’ movement.

Speaking after inaugurating the association’s village branch
at Rangayyanakoppalu, he praised young people for becoming
active in public issues. He said students had shown courage by
protesting against the alleged NEET scam on moral grounds.

Nagendra warned farmers against losing their agricultural
land and urged them to protect every inch of their property. He
said land grabbing remained a serious concern and called for

unity among farmers.




CITYSHILIGHTS

HUBBALLI

EDITORIAL

TUESDAY » AUGUST 18, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

P. SUNIL KUMAR, EDITOR
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

FIGHT VIOLENCE, NOT THE
VOICE OF DISSENT

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s Independence Day address from the Red
Fort included a strong warning against what he called “dimaagi Naxals”
people who, according to him, continue to promote a Maoist mindset even

after armed Naxalism has been largely weakened.
Modi said decades of Naxalism had destroyed the future of many young people and
claimed the lives of more than 3,500 police and security personnel. He credited his
government’s approach after 2014 with reducing the influence of armed Naxal groups

in the country.

However, his statement that people with a Maoist mindset had entered the “corridors
of power,” served on government committees and influenced policies has raised
important questions. Who should be called a “dimaagi Naxal,” and what fair and
objective standard will be used to identify such a person?

There is a clear difference between supporting armed rebellion and peacefully
criticising the government. Unless the term is properly defined, it could be used to
target activists, academics, students, journalists and intellectuals who express oppos-

ing views.

The Prime Minister’s call to “identify and isolate” such elements also requires
careful explanation. In a constitutional democracy, anyone promoting or assisting
violence must be investigated and prosecuted through evidence, law and judicial
process. However, political disagreement alone cannot be treated as extremism.

Congress and Left leaders accused the government of using another political label
to discredit dissent. . P. Chidambaram warned against treating dissent as something
illegitimate, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju later clarified that Modi was
not referring to Opposition leaders and defended the government’s concern about

Maoist ideology.

India must remain firm against terrorism, armed rebellion and every attempt to
promote violence. At the same time, it must protect the democratic right of citizens
to question those in power. The correct principle is simple: isolate violence, not dis-
agreement; punish criminal activity through law, but never silence peaceful dissent

through political labels.

RUNNING DREAMS

single, purposeful stride. For Phil Knight,

that initial step was driven by a bold vi-
sion: to design athletic footwear created for run-
ners, by runners. Guided by a deep passion for
track and field, Knight sought to revolutionize how
athletes experienced the sport. Under the expert
mentorship of Bill Bowerman on Oregon's ground,
that dream rapidly took shape. What began as a
modest enterprise importing and selling Japan's
Onitsuka Tiger shoes ultimately planted the seed
for an athletic empire: Nike.

The path from a small regional distributor to an
international leader was fraught with challenges.
Knight and his early team weathered severe trials
and financial tribulations, forging ahead through
sheer grit, relentless perseverance, and an unshake-
able belief in their mission.

Their burning love for running served as a guid-
ing light through the darkest moments of uncertain-
ty, proving that authentic dedication to the sport
could conquer immense hurdles.

I E very monumental journey begins with a

'«':-
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Today, the iconic Swoosh stands as a
universal symbol of human achievement
and greatness. It flies high across the
globe as an enduring testament to
Knight’s original running dreams and
Bowerman’s pioneering legacy. Beyond
commercial success, Nike’s journey re-
mains a powerful reminder that when
visionary passion meets unyielding en-
durance, a simple idea can leave an in-
delible mark on history.

- DEEPIKA PRIYA K.

THE CITY'S FACE IS CHANGING. WILL CITIZENS
SEE A CLEAN-UP IN PUBLIC SERVICES TOO?

here is some-
thing encourag-
ing happening in
Bengaluru.
Since the beginning of this
new phase of governance,
there is a noticeable shift
in the city’s civic atmo-
sphere. Roads, walkways,
public spaces and basic
civic standards are receiv-
ing renewed attention. Af-
ter years of frustration, that
change deserves recogni-
tion. For too long, Bengal-
uru’s citizens have lived
with bad roads, garbage,
neglected public spaces,
delayed services and the
daily sense that ordinary
things required extraordi-
nary effort. People com-
plained, adapted and found
workarounds.

Gradually, disappointment be-
came an expectation. That is
why visible improvement mat-
ters. When a city begins to look
cared for, citizens begin to feel
that they are being heard. Better
roads and cleaner public spaces
are not merely cosmetic. They
signal whether a city takes its
people seriously. But Bengalu-
ru’s renewal cannot stop with
what is visible. There is another
city beneath the physical one:
the city of offices, institutions,
procedures, applications and de-
cisions through which citizens
encounter the State. That city
needs renewal too. For an ordi-
nary citizen, government is not
an abstraction.

It is the office they enter when
they have a problem they cannot
solve alone a property matter, a
municipal issue, a police com-
plaint, the document that needs
correction, a delayed service or
a decision that needs to be un-
derstood. The reasonable expec-
tation is simple: there is a pro-
cess, and the institution will
help the citizen navigate it. Yet
too often, the opposite happens.
One desk sends the citizen to
another. One department directs
them elsewhere. A document not
mentioned initially suddenly be-
comes essential. The responsible
officer is unclear. The next step
is uncertain. Another visit be-
comes necessary. The citizen
may not be refused service.
Something more subtle is hap-
pening: the institution is making
the citizen navigate the institu-

TOGETHER FOR A BETTER NATION |~
GOOD GOVERNANCE, STRONG NATION

3 BUT WE HAVE ONE MISSION =
' SERVICE TO THE NATION

tion.
That distinction matters. A well-functioning

PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

stand the process and be
shown the lawful next
step.

That is institutional ma-
turity. It is also democratic
dignity. Patel’s words,
spoken at the birth of in-
dependent India, were di-
rected at a generation of
public servants being
asked to build a new rela-
tionship between adminis-
tration and the people.
Nearly eight decades later,
the principle re-
mains relevant:

public institution should not require an ordi- will be your Public institu-
nary person to understand its internal hier- bounden duty to tions do not
archy simply to obtain a service. Citizens [/ treatthecommonmen \\ exist above
should not need to know which officer || inIndiaasyourown..and || citizens.

holds a file, which department is responsi- amongst them. They exist
ble or whom to approach to make some- _ ; among them.
thing move. When formal processes become Sagaatre\l/’a]%z%hbhal Bengaluru has

sufficiently difficult, another question begins
to emerge: “Who do I know?” That is pre-
cisely the question a healthy public system
should make unnecessary. The legitimate process
should be the easiest process. A citizen should know
where to go, what is required, who is responsible and
how long a matter should reasonably take. Decisions
should be understandable. When something goes
wrong, there should be a visible and credible route
for review. These are not extravagant expectations.

They are the foundations of public trust. This is not
an argument against government employees. Many
public servants work under considerable pressure and
carry responsibilities citizens rarely see. The deeper
question is whether institutions are designed to allow
good people to do good work consistently. Clear pro-
cesses help honest officials. Transparent procedures
reduce unnecessary discretion. Track able applica-
tions create accountability. Reasoned decisions re-
duce uncertainty. Accessible grievance mechanisms
give citizens a lawful path when something goes
wrong. Predictable systems also reduce the space in
which influence, intermediaries and informal arrange-
ments become necessary.

That is institutional cleanliness. We have rightly
begun asking whether Bengaluru’s streets are clean
enough, whether its walkways are usable and wheth-
er its public spaces are maintained. We should ask an
equally important question, are the institutions
through which citizens experience their city working
with the same clarity and discipline? Government
cannot always give people the outcome they want. An
application may not meet the law. A complaint may
not be substantiated. A request may fall outside an
authority’s jurisdiction. But even when the answer is
no, the citizen deserves to know the reason, under-

become one of
, ’ India’s great
cities because
people from across
the country have come here to
study, work, build businesses,
raise families and create some-
thing better. A city that has giv-
en so much opportunity to so
many deserves institutions that
inspire the same confidence.

Its physical renewal is visible.
Its institutional renewal will be
felt when a citizen is not passed
from desk to desk without di-
rection; when a person does not
need a connection to understand
a process; when an application
can be tracked, a decision un-
derstood and a grievance heard;
and when asking for help does
not make an ordinary citizen
feel small.

A cleaner road is progress. A
better walkway is progress. But
when an ordinary citizen can
approach the State with confi-
dence, understand the process,
receive a fair hearing and trust
that responsibility will not dis-
appear behind another desk that
is progress of a different order.
Bengaluru has begun to renew
the city we can see. Now is the
time to renew the city we
experience.

FROM SELF-RELIANCE TO A DEVELOPED INDIA: THE FLIGHT OF FREEDOM

ugust 15 is a glorious

day in India’s nation-

al life the day when,

after a long night of
subjugation, the sun of freedom
finally rose over our land. In
2026, we are celebrating the 80th
anniversary of India’s Indepen-
dence. This is not merely an oc-
casion to recall the glory of our
past; it is also a moment for intro-
spection to ask ourselves how
much of the dream for which
countless freedom fighters sacri-
ficed everything has been ful-
filled, and what kind of India we
wish to build by 2047, when the
nation celebrates the centenary of
Independence. If 1947 gave us
political freedom, the goal of
2047 is to make India economi-
cally, socially, technologically,
strategically and morally self-re-

come visible in India’s journey.
From the ramparts of the Red Fort,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
repeatedly given the nation the
message of self-reliance, innova-
tion and youth power. In his 2025
Independence Day address, he par-
ticularly called upon young scien-
tists, engineers, talented youth and
researchers, asking why India
could not develop its own jet en-
gines for fighter aircraft. He urged
Indian talent to advance through its
own capabilities in areas ranging
from semiconductors and space
technology to biotechnology and
defence. He also emphasized the
need to give young people the free-
dom and opportunities to pursue
their ideas and connect their inno-
vations with nation-building. This
transformation is not confined to
speeches. Today, talent emerging

LALIT GARGG

Non-petroleum exports have reached new
milestones, while India’s global competi-
tiveness in services has continued to
strengthen.

The most compelling picture of self-re-
liance can perhaps be seen in the defence
sector. India was once counted among the
world’s major arms importers, but today
both indigenous defence production and
defence exports have grown remarkably.
In financial year 2025-26, India’s defence

passion diminishes, and if the demand
for rights grows while the sense of duty
disappears, our freedom will remain in-
complete. Even today, we face challeng-
es such as poverty, unemployment, in- dia.
equality, corruption, social tensions, vi-
olence, environmental degradation and
the digital divide. Therefore, Indepen-
dence Day is not merely a celebration of
achievements; it is also a solemn occa-
sion to recognize our shortcomings and
resolve to overcome them. We must de-
velop a civic culture rooted in truth, in-
tegrity, tolerance, discipline, mutual re-
spect and an unwavering commitment to
national interest. A democracy is
strengthened not merely by Parliament
or government, but by the character of
its citizens. India needs not only a strong
Parliament, but also a strong society and
responsible citizens.

India today is one of the most import-
ant centres of the world’s youthful ener-

an agri-tech entrepreneur; and a young person
from an ordinary family should be able to
build a startup that creates employment for
thousands. This is the picture of the new In-

In the first struggle for Independence, young
Indians sacrificed their lives to make the
country free. In the struggle to build the India
of 2047, the youth must make knowledge, in-
novation, character, hard work and patriotism
their weapons. If the generation of 1947
asked, “How can we make India free?”. The
generation of today must ask, “How can we
make India a developed, capable, peaceful and
ethically leading nation of the world?” The
true meaning of freedom lies in answering this
question. We must build an India where the
brilliance of development is accompanied by
the light of humanity; where scientific prog-
ress advances hand in hand with values; where
a strong economy is matched by a harmonious
society; where India is not dependent on any
other nation for its security, while at the same

gy. The goal of a developed India by time playing a meaningful role in promoting

liant and developed.

The true meaning of freedom
extends far beyond liberation
from foreign rule. Freedom be-
comes meaningful only when ev-
ery citizen is free from fear,
deprivation, illiteracy, unemploy-
ment, discrimination and unequal
access to opportunities. It be-
comes meaningful when people
understand not only their rights
but also their duties; when de-
mocracy is not merely a process
of winning elections and forming
governments, but an instrument
of public welfare; when service
becomes the spirit of politics, in-
tegrity the foundation of public
life, and compassion the defining
quality of society. The first gen-
eration after Independence liber-
ated India from foreign domina-
tion; it is the responsibility of the
present generation to liberate the
nation from dependence, back-
wardness and a sense of self-
doubt.

Over the past few years, an im-
portant transformation has be-

from small cities, towns and villag-
es is creating new identities for In-
dia in startups, space, sports, sci-
ence, digital technology and man-
ufacturing. The Prime Minister has
also highlighted from the Red Fort
that India’s youth have helped the
country emerge as one of the
world’s leading startup ecosystems,
with young people from smaller
cities and rural areas creating new
technological possibilities.

A self-reliant India is the out-
come of this changing mindset.
Self-reliance does not mean isolat-
ing ourselves from the world; it
means standing alongside the
world with confidence and compet-
ing on the strength of our own ca-
pabilities. India no longer wants to
remain merely a vast market de-
pendent on imports; it is increas-
ingly becoming a nation that man-
ufactures, innovates and exports to
the world. Its capabilities in mobile
phones, electronics, automobiles,
pharmaceuticals, defence equip-
ment, space technology and digital
services have grown significantly.

exports reached a record 338,424 crore, an
increase of 62.66 per cent over the previ-
ous year’s 323,622 crore. This transforma-
tion demonstrates that India is not merely
moving towards meeting its own security
requirements; it is also acquiring the capa-
bility to supply defence equipment to oth-
er nations. Even more significantly, India
has exported ammunition, weapons,
sub-systems, systems and critical compo-
nents to nearly 80 countries. Defence ex-
ports, which stood at only 686 crore in
2013-14, rose to 223,622 crore in 2024—
25, an increase of nearly 34 times in a de-
cade. This is a powerful testimony to In-
dia’s journey from ‘Make in India’ to
‘Make for the World.’

Yet the real test of a self-reliant India
lies not merely in economics and technol-
ogy. We must build an India that is self-re-
liant as well as self-disciplined, powerful
as well as compassionate, and modern
while remaining rooted in its cultural and
ethical foundations. Mahatma Gandhi,
Lord Mahavira and Lord Buddha taught us
that the ultimate purpose of development
is human dignity and social harmony. If
technology advances while humanity de-
clines, if prosperity increases while com-

2047 is, fundamentally, the goal of its
youth, because the young people of to-
day will lead India in 2047. Through
initiatives such as ‘Viksit Bharat@?2047
— Voice of Youth,” young Indians have
been invited to become not merely ben-
eficiaries of the future, but agents of
transformation. This is why the focus of
the 2026 Independence Day campaign
must also be on connecting young peo-
ple with the creation of a strong, self-re-
liant, innovative and future-ready India.
The government’s ‘MY Bharat’ initiative
has also given special importance to
youth participation. As India moves to-
wards 2047, we should not expect young
people merely to seek jobs; we must en-
able them to become job creators, prob-
lem-solvers, innovators and leaders of
society. Education must move beyond
degrees towards skills, skills towards
employment, and employment towards
entrepreneurship. The young person in a
village should be able to see opportuni-
ties in space technology; a girl from a
small town should be able to earn global
recognition in science and technology; a
farmer’s son should be able to become

peace across the world.

When the Tricolour unfurls from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort today, we should not
merely say that India is free. We should also
resolve to make that freedom more meaning-
ful, more responsible and more beneficial to
every citizen. The vision of a developed India
by 2047 is not the dream of any government
alone; it must become the collective resolve
of 1.4 billion Indians. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has also repeatedly connected the
vision of 2047 with the dreams and aspirations
of citizens, emphasizing that the building of a
developed India will require the participation
of every Indian. From the Amrit Kaal of Inde-
pendence to the 80th milestone of freedom,
India has travelled a long and remarkable
journey. The next destination is not merely to
become an economic power, but to build an
India enriched with trust, wisdom, science,
values and strength. Our freedom fighters en-
trusted us with an independent India. It is now
our responsibility to hand over to the coming
generations an India of which they can be tru-
ly proud. This is the new dimension of free-
dom. This is India’s resolve as it marches to-
wards 2047. And this is the truest tribute we

can offer to the Tri-colour.
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Black panther
kills dog inside
resort premises

DANDELI
A black panther entered
aresort in Hasan Mal
village of Dandeli taluk
early Monday and killed
a German Shepherd,
causing concern among
residents. The animal
attacked the dog,
owned by resort propri-
etor Abdul Karim Khat-
ib, at around 4 am while
it was sleeping inside
the resort premises. The
dog died at the spot fol-
lowing the attack. The
incident was captured
on the resort’'s CCTV
camera. Wild animals
are frequently seenin
the Hasan Mal area near
the Dandeli-Anshi Tiger
Reserve. However, the
panther entering a re-
sort close to homes has
worried villagers. Forest
officials inspected the
area and villagers
sought immediate safety
measures.

Kushtagiinvites
applications for
temporary guest teacher

KUSHTAGI
The Maulana Azad
Model School in Kush-
tagi has invited applica-
tions for a temporary
English guest teacher
for 2026-27. Eligible
candidates with a de-
gree or master’s degree
in English and a B. Ed
qualification can apply.
Applications must be
submitted by August 25,
directly at the school in
Kushtagi. The selected
teacher will be appoint-
ed temporarily on an
honorarium basis for the
academic year. Interest-
ed applicants can con-
tact the school principal
at 9900617290 for fur-
ther information. The re-
cruitment aims to fill
the vacant post and
support English teach-
ing during the academic
year. Applicants are ad-
vised to submit their
forms before the dead-
line.

KARNATAKA
Kudligi may soon be declared

drought affected: Parameshwara

Parameshwara said the assessment is being conducted according to the Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare’s 2020 Manual for Drought Management

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has begun steps to declare
Kudligi taluk in Vijayanagar
district as drought affected
because of inadequate rain-
fall, Deputy Chief Minister
and Revenue Minister G.
Parameshwara said in the As-
sembly on Monday. He was
replying to a question raised
by MLA N.T. Srinivas during
Question Hour.Parameshwara
said the assessment is being
carried out according to the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare’s Manual
for Drought Management
2020. Officials are examining
rainfall shortages, sowing
progress, vegetation condi-
tions through satellite data,
soil moisture and water avail-
ability. Field inspections are
also being conducted through

a mobile application before a
decision is taken according to
the prescribed rules.

He said priority has been
given to drought relief works
under the VBG Ram i
scheme to prevent farmers
and daily wage workers from
migrating to cities in search
of employment. The works
focus on conserving water,
improving groundwater re-
charge and increasing soil
moisture. Activities include
desilting lakes and ponds,
building farm pits, check
dams, nala bunds, recharge

AT A GLANCE

m Kudligi being consid-
ered for drought-hit
taluk declaration

m Drought assessment
follows transparent,
evidence-based gov-
ernment guidelines

m 38,126 workers em-
ployed across Vi-
jayanagar district

m Kudligi provided
employment to 6,555
wage laborers

m 29 ongoing works
generated 21,943 man-
days

m Water conservation
works prioritized to
prevent migration

pits, field bunds and contour

trenches.The Deputy Chief
Minister said these measures
are intended to strengthen
drought resistance and protect
livelihoods while helping
children continue their educa-
tion without interruption. Of-
ficials have been instructed to
create employment opportuni-
ties locally and reduce migra-
tion caused by rainfall short-
ages.In Vijayanagar district,
38,126 wage workers had re-
ceived employment under the
scheme by August 13. In
Kudligi taluk, 6,555 workers
had been provided work. At
present, 29 works are under-
way in the taluk, generating
21,943 person-days of em-
ployment. The government
said continued monitoring
and relief activities would
support affected families
while the drought assessment
progresses.
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Vice President Nagaraj
vows to strengthen
BJP across Karnataka

HUBBALLI

Rajya Sabha member
Prof. M. Nagaraj, newly ap-
pointed BJP national vice
president, said the party’s
main target is the 2028 Kar-
nataka Assembly election.

He said the result would
be a major challenge and
expressed confidence that
the BJP would return to
power in the state. Nagaraj
made the remarks while
speaking to reporters in
Hubballi.Nagaraj said he
was happy and surprised by
the new responsibility, add-
ing that he viewed the ap-
pointment as recognition for
the backward classes of
Karnataka. He thanked BJP
national president Nitin
Nabin, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, and
national leaders B.L. San-
thosh and Pralhad Joshi for
their support.

Nagaraj outlined plans to
strengthen the BJP
under B.Y. Vijayendra
and B.S. Yediyurappa,
uniting workers,
expanding grassroots
support, and reaching
every section of society

He said the party would
work hard to strengthen its
organisation across Karna-
taka and prepare for the
next Assembly election. Ac-
cording to him, many voters
were ready to support the
BJP, but the party could not
form the government in the
previous election for vari-
ous reasons. He said those
shortcomings would be ad-
dressed.Nagaraj also set a
broader organisational goal
of building the party under
the guidance of state BJP
president B.Y. Vijayendra
and senior leader B.S. Yedi-

yurappa.

Health officials urge timely
breastfeeding after delivery

CHITRADURGA

Breast milk given soon af-
ter birth is like nectar for
newborns and acts as their
first vaccine, helping build
immunity, District Health Ed-
ucation Officer Krishna Nay-
ak said.

He was speaking at a World
Breastfeeding Week pro-
gramme held recently at the
Kandaya Girinagar Anganwa-
di Centre in Chitradurga.

Nayak said mothers should
begin breastfeeding within
one hour of delivery. Breast
milk provides essential nutri-
ents needed for a baby’s
growth and development
during the first six months.
He said breastfeeding also
supports infant survival and
strengthens the emotional
bond between mothers and
children.

Medical Officer Dr. Aksha-
ta said World Breastfeeding
Week has been observed in-
ternationally from August 1 to

7 since 1991. She said breast-
feeding can help reduce infant
deaths and may also lower
mothers’ risk of certain dis-
eases, including breast cancer.
Area Health Education Offi-
cer B. Janaki said this year’s
programme focused on
strengthening breastfeeding
practices for a healthy and
sustainable future.

Janaki advised mothers to
give babies only breast milk
for the first six months. After
that, complementary foods
should be introduced while
breastfeeding continues for up
to two years. Senior Health
Inspector Srinivas advised
breastfeeding mothers to fol-
low a balanced diet contain-
ing green leafy vegetables and
other nutritious foods. He also
stressed the importance of
washing hands before feed-
ing.
ICMR Coordinator Vanitha
explained the importance of
Kangaroo Mother Care for
low birth-weight babies.

Kodava Academy opens 17th Book
Depository in Madikeri

MADIKERI

The Karnataka Kodava Sa-
hitya Academy has launched
its 17th Kodava Book Depos-
itory at Sri Shantamall Swa-
miji Educational Institution in
Armeri Kalancheri to promote
reading and preserve Kodava
literature and culture.

Academy president
Ajnikanda C. Mahesh Na-
chaiah said children should
understand the region’s tradi-
tions and values while receiv-
ing formal education.

Nachaiah said Kodagu has
maintained a strong tradition
of brotherhood, harmony and
equality despite the changes
brought during British rule.
He said the academy plans to
establish Kodava book collec-
tions in educational institu-
tions, private homes, associa-
tions and societies. Such li-
braries, he added, can help
keep folk literature alive and

encourage children to read
regularly.

Speaking at the event, he
stressed that students should
spend at least 30 minutes each
day reading stories, novels
and other literature apart from
textbooks.

He said education should
not be limited to classroom
lessons and marks, as books
can help children understand
life and develop broader
thinking.

Mutt chief Sri Shantamal-
likarjuna Swamiji unveiled
the book depository, while the
academy registration certifi-
cate was handed to institution
principal Ballachada Kusum
Tito.

The institution also donated
%10,000 to the academy.

Swamiji said the Kodava
language strengthens social
communication and helps pre-
serve the region’s identity.

He urged people to contrib-

ute personally towards build-
ing a stable and developed
society.

Torenuru Math’s Mallesh
Swamiji said education
should develop culture and
values along with academic
achievement.

He expressed concern
about children becoming dis-
tant from their parents and
traditions despite achieving
success.

The programme also high-
lighted the need to protect
monastery properties across
Kodagu and teach children
about their local heritage.
Academy members, religious
leaders, teachers and commu-
nity representatives attended
the event. Organisers said the
new book depository would
provide children with greater
access to Kodava literature
and encourage a lasting con-
nection with their language,
culture and homeland.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST ADDICTION

Tumakuru node to become industrial
manufacturing hub: M.B. Patil

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
is working to develop Tumak-
uru as a major industrial man-
ufacturing hub after Bengalu-
ru, Industries Minister M.B.
Patil said on Monday.

He said 1,736 acres have
been allocated for the Tumak-
uru node, which is expected
to attract investments of
around Z7,000 crore and cre-
ate more than 88,000 jobs.

Patil made the statement
while participating virtually
in the third supervisory au-
thority meeting of the Nation-
al Industrial Corridor Devel-
opment and Implementation
Council, chaired by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Union Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal.
He said the Tumakuru node of
the Bengaluru-Chennai Indus-
trial Corridor has achieved
30% physical progress and
20% financial progress.

The minister said 300 acres
have been allotted for a Japan
Industrial Township and 200

Highlights

m Tumakuru node allo-
cated 1,736 acres for
development

m X7,000 crore invest-
ment expected across
industrial projects

m Development projected
to create over 88,000
jobs

m Japan Industrial
Township receives 300
acres allocation

= MSMEs allocated 200
acres within Tumakuru
node

® Tumakuru node reach-
es 30% physical project
progress

acres for micro, small and
medium enterprises. Jindal
Aluminium, a major investor,
has received 151 acres, while
another 41 acres have been
reserved for institutional pur-
poses. Land acquisition is

progressing smoothly, and the
project is expected to be com-
pleted by 2027.

The node will focus on
food and beverages, textiles
and apparel, electronics,
chemicals, general engineer-
ing and logistics. Patil also
assured that Karnataka would
provide full cooperation for
projects approved under the
PM MITRA Industrial Park in
Kalaburagi and the Bhavya
scheme.The central initiative
covers 11 industrial corridors
and 20 smart cities across 13
states. Four smart city proj-
ects have been completed,
while 16 are progressing. The
overall 50,759 crore pro-
gramme has an investment
potential of ¥5.35 lakh crore
and aims to create 14 lakh
jobs. The Bhavya initiative is
expected to develop 100 in-
dustrial parks across 49,120
acres. The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials, in-
cluding Karnataka Industries
Department Principal Secre-
tary Selvakumar and KIADB
CEO Govinda Reddy.

Delayed state
subsidies push khadi

units into crisis
HUBBALLI

A total of 176 khadi man-
ufacturing institutions
across Karnataka are facing
financial difficulties as
state government subsidies
and incentives worth
around X150 crore remain
pending.

Major khadi centres in
Hubballi-Dharwad,
Bagalkot and Bengaluru are
also struggling to maintain
production and daily opera-
tions because of the delayed
payments.

Khadi institutions depend
heavily on Market Develop-
ment Assistance and incen-
tives provided by the cen-
tral and state governments.
Together, these subsidies
account for 25 percent of
production-related support,
with the state government
expected to provide 15 per-
cent. Representatives said
the central share has been
released regularly, while
the state portion has faced
delays for nearly five years.

Rail works bring
changes to several
train services

HUBBALLI

South Western Railway has
announced changes to several
train services because of line
and power blocks for installing
RCC boxes at Level Crossing
Gate No. 48 between Malla-
sandra and Gubbi. The changes
include cancellations, partial
cancellations, route diversions,
rescheduling and temporary
traffic controls.Chikkamagalu-
ru-Yeshwantpur Express, Yesh-
wantpur-Chikkamagaluru Ex-
press, KSR Bengaluru-Mysuru
Wodeyar Express and Bengal-
uru-Tumakuru MEMU services
will be cancelled on August 19
and 26. Yelahanka-Arsikere
MEMU services will also be
cancelled on August 19, 22 and
26. Some trains will terminate
or originate at Arsikere instead
of Bengaluru.

KARNATAKA FLAGS 23 LAKH
SUSPICIOUS PENSION BENEFICIARIES

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Revenue
Department has identified
23.14 lakh suspicious benefi-
ciaries receiving pensions un-
der various social security
schemes in the state. Notices
have been issued to 18,06,032
beneficiaries, asking them to
submit documents proving
their eligibility. The govern-
ment said the exercise aims to
ensure genuine beneficiaries
continue receiving support.

The state provides pensions
and assistance to senior citi-
zens, widows, persons with
disabilities, vulnerable wom-
en, Endosulfan victims, acid
attack survivors, former
Devadasis and families affect-
ed by farmer suicides. The
annual family income limit
for these schemes has also
been raised to 332,000 for

both rural and urban appli-
cants under the revised rules.
Officials compared social
security beneficiary records
with family information avail-
able through the e-Gover-
nance Department. Based on
the comparison, suspicious
cases were identified for ver-
ification. The Revenue De-
partment plans to conduct
physical verification through
village administrative officers
using a mobile application.
Officials will collect docu-
ments such as income certifi-
cates, UDID cards and age
proof before deciding whether
pensions should continue.
By August 13, officials had
verified 22.87 lakh suspicious
beneficiaries. Around 2.84
lakh people were reportedly
unavailable at their addresses,
while 14.73 lakh had not sub-
mitted documents. Another

48,154 beneficiaries were
found without income certifi-
cates. About 13.20 lakh cases
have been acted upon by te-
hsildars, while pension pay-
ments for 10.14 lakh benefi-
ciaries have been suspended.

Officials said 2.69 lakh
beneficiaries who established
their eligibility have already
received pensions from
March 2026. Meanwhile, pen-
sion payments to about
51,789 beneficiaries have
been cancelled after verifica-
tion. The department said the
process is intended to remove
ineligible cases while restor-
ing benefits to those who
meet the prescribed condi-
tions.

Authorities urged genuine
beneficiaries to submit the re-
quired documents promptly to
avoid disruption of their fi-
nancial assistance.

Koppal MP calls for nationwide addiction-free revolution

KOPPAL

India needs a large-scale
addiction-free revolution to
protect its youth and
strengthen society, Koppal
MP K. Rajashekar Basavaraj
Hitnal said.

He was speaking as chief
guest at the Temperance
Award ceremony held in
Hatti village. The pro-
gramme was organised joint-
ly by the Karnataka State
Liquor Control Board, Infor-
mation and Public Relations
Department and district ad-
ministration.

Hitnal said India had
achieved food and milk

SWAMUI PRAISES HATTI VILLAGERS FOR RE-
JECTING ALCOHOL
Koppal Sri Gavisiddeshwara Mutt’s Sri Abhinava Gavi-
siddeshwara Swamiji said society can change positively
when people leave addictions and choose a respon-
sible life. Speaking at a ceremony in Hatti village on
Sunday, he praised villagers for making the village al-
cohol-free. He said parents must become role models
because children learn more from actions than advice.
He stressed that lasting recovery requires personal
awareness, not pressure or promises made at religious
places. He suggested investing the 01 lakh award in a
fixed deposit and using its interest to support top SSLC
students. Guru Mahant Sri praised Hatti women for
leading the campaign successfully.

self-reliance through the
Green and White Revolu-
tions after Independence.

However, many young peo-
ple are now wasting their
energy on alcohol, gutka and

ganja. He called for a strong
campaign to help youngsters
avoid addictions and con-
tribute positively to the
country’s development.

He said political differenc-
es should be set aside to
build villages free from ad-
diction. While governments
can provide roads, drinking
water and other facilities,
creating an alcohol-free vil-
lage requires strong commu-
nity commitment. He
praised Hatti villagers for
working together and said
about 10 villages in the
Koppal Lok Sabha constitu-
ency have already become
alcohol-free.During the pro-

gramme, Hatti village wom-
en were honoured with the
Temperance Award. Liquor
sale-free awards were also
presented to villages includ-
ing Tala Kanakapura, Kama-
nur, Hanumanahalli, Leb-
ageri, Binnal, Chikkenakop-
pa, Madnal, Nagaral, Bodur
Tanda and Hirebannigol.

The book ‘Pananirodha
Chaluvali’, written by Prof.
K. Puttarangappa, was re-
leased. Several religious
leaders, officials, public rep-
resentatives and villagers
attended the event. Cultural
performances included the
Naad Geeta and Gandhiji’s
favourite bhajans.

Sewage contamination threatens
drinking water in Hunsur

HUNSUR

Residents of Arasu Nagar
Street in V.P. Bore have raised
concerns over polluted drink-
ing water caused by overflow-
ing sewage. Toilet waste from
a damaged pit was reportedly
flowing in front of houses and
mixing with the drinking water
supply. Residents said the con-
tamination had created a foul
smell and posed a serious pub-
lic health concern.Dasams,
along with local residents, sub-
mitted a petition to Hunsur
Municipal Commissioner
Manasa, seeking immediate
repairs and a safe water sup-
ply. The residents urged the

municipality to address the
problem quickly and prevent
sewage from entering the
drinking water lines.Respond-
ing to the complaint, Commis-
sioner Manasa called drinking
water engineer Shivakumar to
the spot and directed him to
repair the damaged system im-
mediately. She also instructed
officials to provide clean
drinking water to residents and
issued a notice to local water-
man Sandeep, warning that
action would be taken if the
problem was not properly han-
dled. Dasams State Organiza-
tion Coordinator Ningraj Mal-
ladi, D. Nagalakshmi and sev-
eral residents were present.
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UP police
probe fake airport
video

NOIDA
Uttar Pradesh Police have
launched a probe into a
fake video showing water-
logging at Noida Interna-
tional Airport after heavy
rainfall. A case was regis-
tered against a Facebook
account named ‘Sach
Bolo’ following a com-
plaint from airport man-
agement. Officials said the
video was misleading and
could harm the airport’s
reputation. Police are ex-
amining its source, authen-
ticity and circulation. Digi-
tal evidence will be
checked. The investigation
will determine whether the
video was deliberately cre-
ated or shared to mislead
people.

USman
hospitalised after
Odisha food binge

BHUBANESWAR
An American filmmaker
was hospitalised at a
hospital in Odisha after
vomiting following a
meal with locals. Mike
said it was his fifth day
in India when he needed
attention, He said he
had been vomiting every
15 minutes for 12 hours.
He clarified that it was
not food poisoning, but
overindulgence after en-
joying the food too
much, Mike said the
treatment cost him
nothing, unlike the thou-
sands of dollars he ex-
pected to pay in the US.

- TVK Government marks
100 days of governance

Tamil Nadu govt marked its first 100 days by highlighting welfare schemes,
investment commitments, women’s safety measures and employment

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay-led government
has described its first 100
days in office as a period of
major transformation, with
the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) calling it “Gover-
nance for Generations.”

The government released
an official video and a series
of infographics highlighting
its work during the initial
months in office. The report
focused on fulfilling election
promises, improving gover-
nance and promoting long-
term development across the
state.

The government highlight-

ed its zero-tolerance approach
to corruption, the specialised
“Singapenn” task force for
women’s safety and a state-
wide anti-drug campaign. It
also claimed major economic
progress, including invest-
ment commitments worth
%1.02 lakh crore through the
Vettri Tamil Nadu Investment
Conclave.

“Saving Tamil Nadu from corruption
today is equal to achieving freedom
and independence.”

- C. Joseph Vijay, CM

BIG Highlights

* %1.02 lakh crore invest-
ment commitments

e 717 TASMAC outlets closed

» 200 unit’s free power

» 100 days of governance

Among the welfare mea-
sures highlighted were the
Vettri Housing Scheme, agri-

cultural loan waivers for mar-
ginal farmers and the closure
of 717 TASMAC liquor out-
lets. Other initiatives include
skill training for youth, break-
fast schemes for schoolchil-
dren, housing for poor fami-
lies and 200 units of free elec-
tricity.

Assembly Speaker J C D
Prabhakar praised the govern-
ment’s welfare measures and
described the first 100 days as
a major milestone in Tamil
Nadu’s history. He said the
administration had focused on
women’s safety, social wel-
fare, employment and trans-
parent governance, while lay-
ing the foundation for the
state’s future development.

MAMATA CALLS CJP VOLUNTEER
AFTER FATHER'S DEATH

KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress supre-
mo Mamata Banerjee spoke
to Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) volunteer Shaik Abdul
Hafeez on Monday after his
father died following an al-
leged attack at their home in
West Bengal’s Bankura dis-
trict. Banerjee expressed
sympathy and assured the
family of her support, ac-
cording to TMC sources.
The CJP said Hafeez, 25,
had visited Karisunda West
Para Primary School on Au-
gust 13 as part of its
“School Thik Karo” cam-
paign. The campaign aims
to highlight problems and
shortages in government
school infrastructure. Later

that evening, armed men al-
legedly entered his house
and asked him to record an
apology video.

According to the CJP, the
attackers wanted Hafeez to
say that he had raised con-
cerns about the school at
another person’s direction.
When he refused, the assail-
ants allegedly attacked him
and his father, Janab Mafik,
using sticks, rods and a
crowbar.

Mafik was taken to Burd-
wan Medical College and
Hospital, where he died on
Saturday night, two days af-
ter the alleged assault.

Police arrested eight peo-
ple on Sunday in connection
with the incident. The BJP
denied having any organisa-

tional involvement in the
alleged attack. The incident
has since led to a political
confrontation in the state,
with the CJP demanding ac-
tion against those responsi-
ble.

A TMC delegation also
visited the family in Banku-
ra.

Bankura district joint con-
venor Sukhen Bid said the
party would stand with the
family and support them in
seeking justice. Banerjee’s
phone call further highlight-
ed the political attention sur-
rounding the case as the in-
vestigation continues. Au-
thorities are expected to
continue investigating cir-
cumstances surrounding the
alleged assault and death.

SC keeps
Ayodhya probe
separate

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day rejected a plea seeking to
link its monitoring of an inves-
tigation into alleged misuse of
donations received by the Ram
temple in Ayodhya with the
Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri land
dispute.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
said the Special Investigation
Team (SIT), formed to investi-
gate the alleged misappropria-
tion of trust funds, is account-
able directly to the Supreme
Court. The SIT will submit its
status report to the court. The
court said suggestions from pe-
titioners and other public-spir-
ited individuals to make the
investigation more transparent.

Assam will reward
21 Lakh to 1,000
progressive farmers

GUWAHATI

The Assam government will
honour 1,000 progressive and
educated farmers with a cash
award of Rs | lakh each this
year under the announced Chief
Minister’s Agriculture Excel-
lence Award, Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said on
Monday.

Sarma said the initiative aims
to encourage educated young
people to view agriculture as a
modern and viable career.
Awardees will also be intro-
duced to government schemes
related to farming. The govern-
ment plans to recognise 10,000
farmers through the programme
over the next five years. The
scheme will promote modern
farming methods, agricultural
research and higher productivity.

The Chief Minister also an-
nounced plans to create a Youth
Welfare Department. The pro-
posed department will bring pro-

Announcements

1. Modern farming methods

2. Youth welfare pro-
grammes

3. Support for abandoned wives

4. Project Sadbhavana 2:
October 2—January 31

grammes involving the National
Cadet Corps, National Service
Scheme, employment exchanges
and youth initiatives in educa-
tion under one administrative
framework. It is expected to be
launched around September 17,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
birthday.

Sarma further announced a
proposed financial support mea-
sure for women whose hus-
bands, working for the Assam
government, abandon them and
marry again without obtaining a
legal divorce.

SC flags social media POCSO lapses

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day raised concerns over al-
leged lapses by social media
platforms in reporting child
sexual abuse material under
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act.

The court sought re-
sponses from the Cen-
tre on the issue.

The court directed
the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Infor-

Ministry of Law and Justice
to file their responses two
weeks before the next hear-
ing, scheduled for September
24,

The plea alleges that some
platforms are not directly re-
porting child sexual exploita-
tion and abuse material to the

Special Juvenile Police Unit

or local police, as required
under POCSO.

Instead, they al-
legedly report such
cases to the US-based

National Center for

mation Technology e Missing and Exploit-
and the : ed Children.

GUJARAT PLANS AI NETWORK
FOR 80,000 CCTV CAMERAS

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat Police plans to con-
nect more than 80,000 CCTV
cameras across the state
through a single surveillance
network using artificial intel-
ligence-based tools. The plan
is part of the Gujarat Police
Innovation Challenge 2026; a
nationwide hackathon focused
on improving policing and
public safety through technol-
ogy.
The challenge will bring
together students, startups,
technology companies, devel-
opers and researchers to cre-
ate solutions for practical po-
licing needs. Police said the
main challenge is bringing

Key Features
— Al-based CCTV analysis

— Automatic number plate
recognition

— Vehicle tracking

— Watchlist matching

— Multi-camera searches

together CCTV systems that
use different vendors, tech-
nologies, video management
platforms and network struc-
tures. A unified system would
help officers access surveil-
lance information more
quickly.

The competition will test Al
tools that can analyse live
CCTYV footage and identify
suspicious people, vehicles and
unusual activities. Participants
will also work on automatic
number plate recognition, vehi-
cle tracking, watchlist match-
ing and searches across several
cameras. Police said testing
solutions with live feeds and
real-world situations will be an
important part of the challenge.

Congress backs Jharkhand students’ protest demand

RANCHI

The Congress on Monday
supported the ongoing student
agitation in Jharkhand and
called for quick action on
their demands and major re-
forms in the examination sys-
tem. K. Raju, the party’s
Jharkhand in-charge, said stu-
dents peacefully raising con-
cerns should not face force or
violence.

Raju said Rahul Gandhi had
repeatedly raised issues in-
volving students, education
and examination paper leaks.
He said Gandhi also spoke to
a Jharkhand student leader
and assured support. A Con-
gress delegation met Chief
Minister Hemant Soren and
urged him to resolve the stu-
dents’ concerns.

Following the meeting,
Soren formed a four-member

Cabinet committee to discuss
the students’ grievances. Con-
gress also said Gandhi had
written to Soren, asking him
to personally meet the protest-
ing students and work to-
wards a solution.

Minister Deepika Pandey
Singh said the government
had already held two rounds
of talks with students, with
another scheduled for
Monday.

CIP PLANS SCHOOL VISITS, RAJASTHAN RESPONDS

Lucknow students

protest

teacher

shortage |

LUCKNOW

Girls at a government-run res-
idential school in Lucknow
staged their second protest in
four days on Monday, de-
manding more teachers and
regular classes. Despite heavy
rain, students gathered at the
Dubagga-Kanpur Bypass and
Balaganj intersections with
posters and banners. Some
formed a human chain, dis-
rupting traffic during the
morning rush hour. Police and
senior officials reached the
spot and persuaded the stu-
dents to end the protest be-
fore taking them back to the
school.

The students of Jai
Prakash Narayan Sarvodaya
Vidyalaya said a shortage of
teachers was affecting their
studies, especially with
board examinations ap-
proaching. They said the
school had many science
students but only one chem-
istry teacher, with no teach-
ers for physics and biology.
Students also claimed that
online classes were being af-
fected because of the short-
age.

A student, Anamika, said
students had limited time for
extracurricular activities be-
cause the school functioned
from 8 am to 4 pm and as-
sembly sessions lasted near-
ly two hours. The students
also demanded action
against the warden and the
appointment of additional
teachers. They warned of an-
other protest if their con-
cerns were not addressed.

Social Welfare Department
Director Sanjeev Singh said
officials had discussed the
students’ concerns and were
working to resolve them
through dialogue. Senior of-
ficials from the education,
social welfare and police de-
partments also held discus-
sions with students on the
school campus.

The issue of teacher ap-
pointments is linked to a hear-
ing before the Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High
Court. Officials said further
action would depend on the
court proceedings. Similar
student protests over educa-
tion and infrastructure have
also taken place in other Uttar
Pradesh districts.

Railway plans water safety
drive at 20,000 sites

NEW DELHI

The Railways has an-
nounced a major pro-
gramme to improve drink-
ing water quality at around
20,000 locations across its
network after a report by
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) found E.
coli bacteria in water sam-
ples from several railway
stations. The move aims to
provide safer drinking wa-
ter to passengers.

Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
reviewed the is-
sue during a
meeting at Rail
Bhavan and di-
rected officials
to take immedi-
ate corrective
steps. Under the
new plan, a “Tank to
Tap” filtration and moni-
toring system will be in-
stalled at locations in-
cluding water coolers.

The Railways will also
replace old water tanks
and conduct regular test-
ing at both water sources
and outlet points. Storage
tanks will be cleaned and
maintained regularly.

A centralised monitor-
ing system will track wa-
ter quality and help fix
responsibility when stan-
dards are not met.

The CAG report on pas-
senger amenities and san-
itation found E. coli in

“This is a top priority area and will be
monitored directly at the Board level.”

- Railway Minister

drinking water samples
collected from eight of 49
railway stations inspect-
ed.

The affected locations
included stations in Mum-
bai, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Jharkhand.

The report
also found

gaps in regu-
lar inspec-
tions and
testing for
residual
chlorine,
bacteria and
chemical pa-
rameters.

The Railway Board
will directly monitor the
implementation of the new
measures. Water quality and
progress reports will also
be released periodically to
improve transparency.

The CAG has advised In-
dian Railways to follow
prescribed testing proce-
dures and conduct compre-
hensive checks under the
Uniform Drinking Water
Quality Protocol.

The Railways’ latest plan
is intended to strengthen
monitoring and improve
passenger safety across
stations.

Rajasthan restricts outsiders’ entry into Govt schools

JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government
has introduced new restric-
tions on visitors entering
government schools, follow-
ing an announcement by
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
co-convener Ashutosh Ran-
ka that he would visit dis-
tricts to inspect schools. The
government said the mea-
sures are intended to pro-
tect students’ privacy and
safety.

Ranka said requests had
come from Jaipur, Ajmer,
Jodhpur, Udaipur, Dholpur,
Bharatpur, Kota, Barmer
and Hanumangarh. He said

he planned to visit these
places under CJP’s “School

Thik Karo” campaign,
which highlights damaged
school buildings and seeks
action from authorities.
The Secondary Education
Department later issued a

circular restricting the entry
of unauthorised outsiders
into government schools. It
said visitors must receive
prior permission from the
principal or head of the in-
stitution and must record
their details in the visitor

register. Authorised offi-
cials are exempt.

The circular also limits
access to classrooms, labo-
ratories, libraries, hostels,
playgrounds and other ar-
eas where students are pres-
ent. Visitors must be ac-
companied by the principal,
a teacher or an authorised
school official.

Photography, videogra-
phy, interviews, audio re-
cording and live streaming
involving students, teachers
or school activities require
written permission from the
principal and must have a
lawful purpose.

Officials said the rules

were based on privacy pro-
tections and child-safety
guidelines issued by the Na-
tional Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights.
Schools have also been di-
rected to prevent the misuse
or improper sharing of stu-
dents’ photographs and per-
sonal information.

If anyone enters without
permission, refuses to leave
or disrupts school activities,
the principal must inform
police and education author-
ities. The new directions
aim to balance public con-
cerns about school condi-
tions with protecting
children.
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600 students
leave school after |

rumours

Amravati
Around 600 girls left a
tribal residential school
in Doma village after ru-

mours spread that
some students were
possessed after crying
and laughing uncontrol-
lably, The school houses
about 810 boys and
girls. Officials said
stress and anxiety may
have caused the behav-
jour and ruled out su-
pernatural activity,
Members of the Mahar-
ashtra Andhashraddha
Nirmulan Samiti coun-
selled students and
urged parents to view
the incident scientifical-
ly. Amravati MP Balwant
Wankhade also asked
students to return to
classes.

Buffalo treated after
18 wires found in
stomach

UNA
A team of veterinarians
in Himachal Pradesh’s
Una district successfully
treated a buffalo after
finding 18 pieces of
metal wire in its stom-
ach. The animal had
stopped eating for near-
ly 10 days, raising con-
cerns about its health.
Veterinarians performed
a complex surgery to re-
move the metal wires
from its stomach. The
successful operation
helped save the buffalo
after the unusual ob-
jects were discovered
during treatment. The
incident highlights the
dangers of animals ac-
cidentally consuming
metal waste and other
harmful materials.

TelanganaMan
Allegedly Killed Over
Property Dispute

SIDDIPET
A government employee
was allegedly killed by his
wife following a dispute
over retirement benefits
and property in Telanga-
na’s Siddipet district. The
victim, Venkatesham,
worked as a Commercial
Tax Officer in Asifabad
and was due to retire this
month, His wife, Rajamani,
an Auxiliary Nurse Mid-
wife, allegedly had fre-
guent arguments with him
over financial matters.
Police suspect disagree-
ments over retirement
benefits and property may
have led to the incident,
Investigators are examin-
ing evidence and ques-
tioning relatives to deter-
mine the circumstanc-
es. Police said the in-
vestigation is ongoing
and the exact motive
will be established af-

Annamalai criticises Tamil

Joshi orders NTA

overhaul after

Nadu political discourse

NEW DELHI

Former BJP leader K An-
namalai criticised the political
discourse in Tamil Nadu, say-
ing some politicians contin-
ued to follow old practices of
personal attacks and dragging
women and families into po-
litical arguments.

Speaking at the India Today
Group’s Tamil Nadu Round-
table, Annamalai said some
political leaders had failed to
understand that voters were
seeking change.

He said politicians should
recognise the shift in public
expectations instead of con-
tinuing with what he de-
scribed as abusive political
methods.

Although Annamalai did
not name anyone, his remarks
appeared to refer to the con-
troversy involving Tamil

Annamalai urges Tamil
Nadu politicians to
respect changing voter
expectations and avoid
personal attacks involv-
ing women and families.

Nadu Leader of Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalin. His com-
ments had been widely inter-
preted as a reference to Chief
Minister Vijay and his friend-
ship with actor Trisha.
Udhayanidhi had made the

AT AGLANCE

» Annamalai criticises
personal attacks

* Women and families
dragged into politics

Udhayanidhi remarks
spark controversy

* Vijay’s TVK faces
political labels

Voters seek change,
Annamalai says

remarks while criticising the
Vijay-led TVK government
over its handling of the Cauv-
ery water dispute.

The comments triggered a
political controversy, follow-
ing which Udhayanidhi was
detained by Tamil Nadu Po-
lice for a day.

Annamalai also spoke

about political labels. Re-
sponding to questions about
being described as the BJP’s
“B team”, he said it was un-
fortunate that new political
forces were given such labels.
He pointed out that Vijay and
his Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
had also faced similar criti-
cism.

His comments came more
than three months after Vi-
jay’s TVK won 108 seats in
the 234-member Tamil Nadu
Assembly and displaced the
DMK from power. Annamalai
said the election result reflect-
ed a change in voters’ expec-
tations, urging political lead-
ers to respond to that shift.
The remarks added another
voice to the debate over polit-
ical conduct and public dis-
course in Tamil Nadu and the
changing expectations of vot-
ers statewide.

SC seeks menstrual
health bench to hear
school toilet PIL

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed a PIL on
inadequate sanitation facil-
ities for girls in schools to
be listed before the bench
that recognised menstrual
health as a fundamental
right.

The plea seeks function-
al, separate toilets, running
water, cleanliness, men-
strual hygiene facilities,
sanitary waste disposal
and accessibility for chil-
dren with special needs
across government, aided
and private schools nation-
wide.

Bengal BJP

KOLKATA

The West Bengal unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
will distribute a 41-page book
highlighting the work of the
state’s new government
during its first 100 days in
office. Party workers will be-
gin distributing copies door-
to-door from Tuesday, as the
government completes the
milestone.

The distribution plan was
finalised at a training camp
held in New Town, on the
outskirts of Kolkata, on Mon-
day. The BJP said the publi-
cation will present the gov-
ernment’s early efforts in
administration, investment,
welfare and public safety.

unveils 100-day report

The move is intended to in-
form people about the work
carried out since the party
came to power after the As-
sembly elections.

Titled “West Bengal Gov-
ernment’s Resolution and 100
Days of Success”, the book
will highlight investment
progress, beneficiaries of
welfare schemes and admin-
istrative reforms. It will also
cover initiatives related to
women’s safety and financial
empowerment. According to
a state cabinet member, the
publication will compare
promises made in the party’s
election manifesto with steps
taken during the first 100
days.

The government has identi-

fied reducing corruption and
political interference in ad-
ministration as key priorities.
It has also focused on encour-
aging industrial development
and improving governance.
BJP leaders said the first 100
days would not be marked by
any official celebration.
Instead, the party plans to
treat the first year in office as
the bigger test of its perfor-
mance. The cabinet member
said people would then be
able to assess whether the
government’s policies and
administrative changes had
delivered meaningful results.
The book is expected to serve
as an early account of the
government’s priorities and
achievements for citizens.

BJP reshuffles national leadership team

NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
national president Nitin Nabin
announced a major reshuffle
of the party’s national of-
fice-bearers on Monday, sev-
en months after taking charge
as the party’s 12th national
president. The new leadership
team includes several senior
and experienced leaders, with
12 women also receiving im-
portant organisational respon-
sibilities.

Former Union minister Sm-
riti Irani has been appointed as
one of the BJP’s eight national
general secretaries. Senior
leader Ram Madhav, who ear-
lier served as a national gener-
al secretary, has returned to the
central organisation as a party
vice president. Former Tripura
chief minister Biplab Kumar
Deb has also been appointed
national general secretary.

Union minister Piyush Goy-
al has been named the party’s
treasurer, returning to a posi-
tion he previously held be-
tween 2010 and 2014. Anil
Baluni will continue as the
BJP’s media in charge. The
newly announced team follows
the party’s social representa-
tion strategy, with leaders from
different castes, tribes and
communities included in key
positions across the organisa-
tion.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the newly
appointed office-bearers and
those given fresh responsibili-
ties. In a post on X, Modi said
the new team brings together
organisational experience, en-
ergy and a strong connection
with people at the grassroots
level. He expressed confidence
that the leaders would work
towards strengthening the BJP
and focusing on public service.

MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS

m 12 women appointed

| Smriti Irani gets key role

® Ram Madhav returns

m Piyush Goyal named
treasurer

m BJP expands social
representation

The reshuffle is expected to
strengthen the party’s national
organisation under Nabin’s
leadership.

With experienced leaders
returning to key posts and wid-
er social representation in the
team, the BJP aims to improve
its organisational reach and
prepare its leadership structure
for future political and elector-
al challenges.

5 ARMY PERSONNEL MISSING IN ARUNACHAL FLOOD

ARUNACHAL

Five Army personnel remained
missing on Monday after a
flash flood swept through an
Army camp in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Dibang Valley dis-
trict. A multi-agency search
operation continued for the

ter the inquiry. third day to trace the missing

INDIA BOOSTS SURVEILLANCE

personnel.

The flash flood struck Pasu
Pani, around 25 km beyond
Mipi Circle, at about 4.30 pm
on Friday after a major stream
suddenly swelled and flooded
the surrounding area.

According to officials, seven
Army personnel were caught in
the floodwaters after two shel-

ters of the Sth Grenadiers at the
Pasu Pani Army Camp were
washed away. Two personnel
were rescued, while five others
remained missing.

The missing personnel have
been identified as Havaldar Up-
endar and Army personnel
Kundan, Vinod, Aditya and Sa-

Prashant Kishor
takes oath as
MLA

PATNA

Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor on Monday
took oath as the MLA of
Bankipur at the Bihar Legis-
lative Assembly. He took the
oath in the presence of As-
sembly Speaker Prem Kumar
and described becoming a
member of the House as a
great honour.

Speaking to reporters,
Kishor said the position car-
ried a major responsibility. He
recalled several prominent
leaders who had represented
the Assembly, including Sri-
krishna Singh, Anugrah
Narayan Singh, Kedar Pand-
ey, Karpoori Thakur, Lalu
Prasad, Nitish Kumar, Ram
Vilas Paswan and Sushil Ku-
mar Modi. He said he would
try to meet the expectations of
the people.Kishor defeated
BJP candidate Neeraj Kumar
Sinha by around 20,000 votes
in the Bankipur bypoll held
on July 30. The election was
required after BJP national
president Nitin Nabin vacated
the constituency following his
nomination to the Rajya
Sabha. The result ended the
BJP’s nearly three-decade
hold over the seat.

exam lapses

NEW DELHI

Education Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Monday directed the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) to conduct a thorough
audit of its examination pro-
cesses and submit a report on
corrective measures taken af-
ter several lapses in exams
this year.

Joshi held a meeting with
the Higher Education Secre-
tary, NTA Director General
and other senior officials. He
directed the agency to ensure
strict compliance with exam-
ination protocols and over-
haul its confidential opera-
tions system on a war footing.

The NTA had announced a
re-examination for three
UGC-NET June 2026 sub-
jects — English, Sociology
and Commerce — after mul-
tiple errors were found in
their question papers. The
NEET-UG examination held
on May 3 was also cancelled
following a question paper
leak and was re-conducted on
June 21.

The CUET-UG examina-
tion faced further problems
when 3,765 students could
not appear for the test due to
a technical glitch in the exam-
ination software. The ministry
said the NTA would strength-
en systems including secluded
rooms, air-gapped systems

L ki
NTA exam process audit

* NTA ordered to audit exams

e UGC-NET re-exam announced

» NEET paper leak investigated
» 3,765 CUET students affected

50+ staff members terminated

* 10 new leadership posts

and device-deposit protocols.

More than 50 NTA staff
members have been terminat-
ed in connection with the
NEET paper leak, with legal
or criminal action expected
against some of them. The
agency has also advertised 10
new professional leadership
positions, including Chief
Technology Officer, Chief Fi-
nance Officer and Chief In-
formation Security Officer.
Domain specialists from the
private sector are being
brought in for cyber-security,
psychometrics and ques-
tion-paper design.

IRCTC seizes thousands of
unauthorised water bottles

NEW DELHI

The Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has intensified
checks against unauthorised
food and drinking water being
sold or supplied on trains and
railway premises. The en-
forcement drive has so far
resulted in over 8,000 bottles
of unauthorised packaged
drinking water being seized
across regions.

IRCTC has formed Quick
Response Teams (QRTs) to
conduct inspections in coordi-
nation with the department of

Indian Railways. The teams
are checking trains and sta-
tions for packaged water,
food, beverages and other
products that do not meet
standards. The action is aimed
at stopping unauthorised sales
and protecting passengers.

In the Lucknow region, of-
ficials inspected 117 trains
between July 28 and August 8
and seized 5,241 bottles of
unauthorised packaged drink-
ing water. In Chandigarh, 51
trains were checked, leading
to the seizure of 3,108 bottles.
During surprise inspections in
Ambala, officials.
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DIPR/IKWR/KSMCA/349/26-27
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Government of Karnataka
Infrastructure Development

Karnataka Maritime Board
office of the Chief Executive Officer, Karnataka
Maritime Board, Baithkol, Karwar-581302

(KMB/Tech/WKS/66/2025-PRTE (E-275392)

TENDER NOTICE (Only in E-Procurement) (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

On behalf of Governor of Karataka, tender is invited in E-Procurement (KPPP
Portal) to execute below mentioned work. To participate in E-Procurement, and
for more information visit (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in’kppp) website. For
further Extension, if any refer above mentioned website, no separate
paper notification will be issued.

Name of work: (1) Ro-Ro Ferry - Design, construction, supply and
commissioning of Steel LCT/Vessel double ended Ro-Ro Ferry for
Kankanawadi - Nadugudde in Jamkhandi Taluk of Bagalkot District.

(Indent No: IDD/2026-27/0W/ WORK_INDENT248) Amount put to
tender (Excl. GST) (in Rs.): 3,67,55,700.00, EMD (In Rs.): 5,51,500.00
(E-Payment Only), Last date for Queries/ Clarification: 02.09.2026

@ 17.30 hours, Last Date of receipt of Tender: 17.09.2026 @ 17.30 hours
For further details and general enquiries, prospective bidders may
contact the undersigned office (phone No.: 08382-221035/221494 and
E-mail: piwtdev.wks@gmail.com) during working hours.

Dated: 07.08.2026

Sd/- Port Engineer
Karnataka Maritime Board Karwar

-
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India leases two Sea Guardian drones

NEW DELHI

India has signed a Rs 1,943-crore
agreement with US-based Gener-
al Atomics Aeronautical Systems
to lease two MQ-9B Sea Guard-
ian drones for the Indian Navy.

The contract, announced by the
Defence Ministry, will remain in
force for 30 months and is aimed
at strengthening India’s surveil-
lance capabilities across the Indi-
an Ocean Region.

The Navy already operates two
Sea Guardian drones, which were
leased several years ago. The lat-
est agreement will add two more
remotely piloted aircraft to the
fleet. The MQ-9B is a high-alti-
tude, long-endurance unmanned

areas.

The Defence Ministry said the
new drones are fitted with ad-
vanced systems, sensors and so-
phisticated payloads. They are
expected to improve the Navy’s
Maritime Domain Awareness by
helping it maintain a continuous
watch over large stretches of the
sea. This capability is important
for tracking developments and
responding quickly to possible

intelligence, surveillance and re-
connaissance coverage across the
maritime domain. The additional
drones are expected to support
India’s efforts to monitor ship-
ping routes, detect emerging se-
curity concerns and maintain a
stronger presence in the region.

The agreement was signed in the

istry officials.

threats or unusual activity.
According to the ministry, the
aircraft will provide persistent

aircraft designed to remain air-
borne for long periods while col-
lecting information over large

presence of senior Defence Min-

The deal highlights India’s con-
tinuing efforts to strengthen its
maritime security capabilities
through advanced unmanned
technology. With two more Sea
Guardians available to the Navy,
India will have greater capacity
to observe developments across
the Indian Ocean and respond to
changing security situations. The
move also supports long-term na-
val modernisation efforts.

Government of Karnataka &ggss

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH  {'g% 3
EMPOWERMENT AND SPORTS ‘..

State Youth Centre, Nrupathunga Road, Bengaluru - 560001.
Tel : 080-22215601, Fax: 080 22215602

No: DYES/YN/YC/10/2026-27 Dated: 17.08.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through E-Procurement Portal Only)

According to Karnataka Transparency in public procurement act 1999 and
Rules 2000 the Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports is inviting
shortterm tender for the Procurement of Sports Kits under Yuva Chaithanya
scheme forthe year 2026-27.

Particulars : Procurement of Sports Kits under Yuva Chaithanya scheme
for the year 2026-27. Tender Amount (INR in. Lakhs) : 40.00 EMD :
Rs 80,000/-. a) Last Date and Time for Submission of Tender Documents
through E- Procurement Portal; Dt. 31.08.2026:time 16.30Hrs. b) Opening
of Technical Bid : Dt. 01.09.2026: time 16.30 Hrs. ¢) Opening of Financial
Bid : Will be intimated through E-procurement portal

The Tender should be submitted through e-Procurement Portal
(http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). Bidders need to register in the e-
Procurement Portal to submit their bids online. The tender document can be
viewed free of cost from the e-Procurement Portal.

Additional information may be obtained during office hours at the above
mentioned Address. Sd/-

DIPR/CP/2187/Zen/2026-27

Deputy Director/Admin) and Tender Inviting Authority
Department of Youth Empowerment and sports

Website : www.chikkabanavaratown.mrc.gov.in, Email: ka.chikkabanavara.tmc@gmail.com
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Kushner meets Netanyahu
to push Trump Gaza plan

KUSHNER HAS BECOME A PIVOTAL FIGURE IN WASHINGTON'S
DIPLOMATIC PUSH TO ADVANCE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS

HUBBALLI

B’deshreports 1,667
violence cases against
women

Dhaka
More than 1,660 women
and children in Bangladesh
faced various forms of vio-
lence between January

Over 2L lose power
as Hurricane Lala
weakens

HONOLULU 100 homes suffered

and July this year, accord-
ing to Bangladesh Mohila
Parishad. The rights organ-
isation reported 1,667 cas-
es, including 83 girls and
258 women killed and 292
women and girls raped.
Speaking at a human
chain in Dhaka, Mohila
Parishad leaders ex-
pressed concern over rising
violence against women
and children. President
Fauzia Moslem said the
actual figures could be
higher, as the data was
based on reports from only
14 newspapers. General
Secretary Maleka Banu
said women and children
remain vulnerable to rape,
murder, torture and other
abuses. The organisation
urged authorities to
strengthen law enforce-
ment, ensure justice and
launch wider social efforts
to prevent violence. Speak-
ers also called for greater
respect for women’s rights
and stronger action
against discriminatory so-
cial attitudes.

Australia
researchers predict
new quantum matter

Melbourne
Australian researchers
have predicted a new form
of quantum matter that
could challenge existing
ideas about ultracold par-
ticles. The study found
that mixtures of bosons
and fermions could form
stable, self-bound “quan-
tum droplets” under suita-
ble conditions. Research-
ers from Monash University
and Heidelberg University
said such droplets were
previously considered un-
likely in strongly interacting

JERUSALEM

A US delegation led by Jared
Kushner met Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
as Washington stepped up ef-
forts to revive its Gaza peace
roadmap following discus-
sions with Hamas.

The latest diplomatic push
seeks to bridge differences
over a possible framework for
ending the conflict and estab-
lishing a new political ar-
rangement in Gaza.

The talks come after US-
backed contacts with Hamas
and other regional interlocu-
tors. Kushner has emerged as
a key figure in Washington’s
efforts to advance negotia-
tions, with the administration
seeking a pathway that could
address security concerns
while creating conditions for
a longer-term political transi-
tion in Gaza.

The latest initiative faces
major challenges. Netanyahu
has previously rejected ele-
ments of proposals involving
Hamas disarmament and Ga-
za’s future administration,
while Hamas has sought as-
surances over an Israeli mili-
tary withdrawal and an end to
attacks. The disagreements
have made it difficult to trans-

US-led Gaza negotiation planin nutshell

B US-backed contacts involving key figures like Kushner
and a US delegation visiting Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu are aiming to advance negotiations on Ga-
za's security and a long-term political transition.

m  Former Palestinian security chief Mohammed Dahlan has acted
as a crucial intermediary between Hamas and US represen-
tatives, discussing sensitive topics such as Hamas' weapons,
future administration, and transitional leadership figures.

m A breakthrough depends entirely on resolving deep-seated

disagreements.

o Hamas' weapons/disarmament

o Israeli military presence

o Future administration of Gaza

o Guarantees for a sustained cessation of hostilities

late diplomatic contacts into a
comprehensive agreement.
Former Palestinian securi-
ty chief Mohammed Dahlan
has also played a role in the

recent diplomatic efforts,
acting as an intermediary be-
tween Hamas and US repre-
sentatives. He has been in-
volved in discussions con-

cerning Hamas’ weapons,
the future administration of
Gaza and possible Palestin-
ian figures who could over-
see a transitional arrange-
ment.

The US delegation’s meet-
ing with Netanyahu there-
fore comes at a sensitive
stage in the negotiations.
Washington is attempting to
bring the positions of Israel
and Hamas closer while en-
couraging regional partners
to support a political transi-
tion.

Any breakthrough would
depend on resolving several
core issues, including
Hamas’ weapons, Israeli mil-
itary presence, Gaza’s ad-
ministration and guarantees
for a sustained cessation of
hostilities.

These remain among the
most contentious issues in
the negotiations.

The renewed diplomatic ac-
tivity reflects Washington’s ef-
fort to prevent the Gaza conflict
from becoming further en-
trenched and to establish a
framework for post-war gover-
nance.

However, significant differ-
ences remain between the par-
ties, making the outcome of the
latest discussions uncertain.

More than 200,000 homes
and businesses in Hawaii
were without electricity af-
ter Hurricane Lala battered
the islands with strong
winds and torrential rain
before weakening into a
tropical storm. The storm
caused widespread flood-
ing, damage to homes and
infrastructure and downed
trees and power lines.

Lala passed south of Ha-
waii’s Big Island without
making landfall but still
brought severe weather
across the state. At least
100 homes were reported
damaged, while some prop-
erties were swept away by
floodwaters. Authorities
also reported extensive road
and bridge damage, making
access to some areas diffi-
cult.

Power outages were
widespread, particularly on
Oahu and the Big Island.
More than 220,000 custom-
ers on Oahu had initially
lost electricity, although the
number later declined. Util-
ity crews faced difficulties
restoring services because
fallen trees, flooded roads
and other storm damage ob-
structed repair work.

The storm also produced
dangerous rainfall and

damage, and floodwaters
swept away several other
properties entirely

winds across the islands.
Some areas recorded excep-
tionally heavy rain, while
wind gusts exceeded 100
mph at higher elevations.
Emergency authorities
opened shelters and urged
residents to remain indoors
as flooding, landslides and
hazardous conditions con-
tinued.

Lala was moving west-
ward after weakening from
a hurricane, but officials
warned that its effects could
continue even as the system
moved away. A tropical
storm warning remained in
effect for parts of Hawaii,
including Kauai, while ear-
lier warnings for Maui and
Oahu had been discontin-
ued as conditions improved.

The storm’s impact was
significant despite avoiding
a direct landfall. Authorities
continued assessing damage
and working to restore elec-
tricity and reopen affected
roads.

Residents were advised
to remain cautious until
flooding and other
storm-related hazards sub-
sided.

Trump seeks cuts to US-South
Korea military drills

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
has instructed the Pentagon to
significantly reduce joint mil-
itary exercises with South Ko-
rea, reviving his earlier objec-
tions to the drills over their
cost and what he considers
their provocative nature.

The move comes as the an-

South Korean troops. Military
officials had said the drills

US scales back
jointdrills

Trump's decision to
reduce upcoming US-
South Korean military

exercises, citing Seoul's
stance on Iran and ties

31 Chinese nationals caught entering S. Korea illegally

SEOUL

South Korean authorities have
apprehended 31 Chinese na-
tionals who allegedly entered
the country illegally through
the western coastal area of
Taean over the past eight
years, the South Korean Coast
Guard said on Monday.

According to Coast Guard
officials, the 31 Chinese na-
tionals were caught in waters
off Tacan County or on nearby
beaches between September
2019 and May 2026. Taean is
located more than 100 kilome-
tres southwest of Seoul and
has emerged as a route for
several illegal entry attempts

by Chinese nationals.

In September 2019, three
Chinese nationals were caught
after reaching a beach in Tae-
an aboard a rubber boat. In
another incident last year,
eight Chinese nationals were
apprehended after arriving in
the county on a 4.3-me-
tre-long boat.
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IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND J.M.F.C, AT DODDABALLAPURA
CrLMISS.NO: 420 /2026
BETWEEN: 1. NARSAMMA W/0 LATE NAGARAJU age
about 45 years Rlat Nagaiahna palya village, oridagere,

BEFORE THE COURT OF XXXVIII

ADDITIONAL CHIEF JUDICIAL

MAGISTRATE, AT BENGALURU
C.C No.27377/2022

systems. The findings,
published in Physical Re-

would incorporate training
designed to counter emerging
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with Kim, threatens
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BETWEEN: M/s. GILADA FINANCE AND

Hobli,Tomkuru Taluk & dts 2. APPI RAJU Sfo Late| | \NVESTMENTS LIMITED. Registered office

Miyan, Resident of No.1591, NAGARAJU Aged about 37 years Rfat Chikkabelavangala

nual Ulchi Freedom Shield

palya village, oridagere,Hobli, Tumkuru  Taluk & dts
4.SHASHIKALA, N. Djo Late NAGARAJU Aged about 34
years, Residing at No.07 st cross near shanimahatma
temple jakkur layout Bangalore PETITIONERS
AND The Tahasildar,Taluk Office, Doddaballapura
T?]Iuk, Birth and Death Registrar, DODDABALLAPURA
TOWN

RESPONDENT.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas the petitioner has filled the above petition under
section 13(3) & 14 of registration of birth & Death act 1969
for seeking the Death certificate of the my father, petitioner
by name late Nagaraju So late plague Maraiah who Died on
18/07/1924 at Akkatammanahalli village Doddabelavangala
Hobli Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural dts.
In this regard it is here by notice that whoever has interested
in the said matter may appear in person or through on

Post, Bengaluru-560045, have
changed my name to SHAIK
AMEEN PEER, vide affidavit
dated: 17.08.2026 before nota-
ry G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE

|, AVAIZ, S/o. G Ameer Jan, Resi-
dent of No. 302, 3rd Floor, No. 16,

AND: M/s. SRI LAKSHMI NARASIMHA
SWAMY WELDING WORKS, Having office at
No.10, 3rd Cross, Nandishwara Layout,
Opposite B.I.E.C. Ground, Madavara Village,
Bengaluru-562 162. Represented by its
Proprietor Mr. Somashekhara M.S. ...
ACCUSED

complex quantum interac-
tions. Lead author Sam
Foster said the particles
could balance each other
to create stable droplets.
The team said existing ul-
tracold atom experiments
could potentially produce
them, making experimen-
tal confirmation a realistic

Korea’s reluctance to support
US actions against Iran and
pointed to his relationship
with North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un. The decision
echoes Trump’s approach
during his first presidency,
when he suspended major
US-South Korean exercises
following his 2018 summit

ber warfare. The changes re-
flect lessons from recent con-
flicts, particularly the war in
Ukraine and the evolving ca-
pabilities of North Korea.
The drills remain an im-
portant part of maintaining
the readiness of US and South
Korean forces on the Korean
Peninsula. South Korean offi-

advances its nuclear
capabilities.

North Korea has repeatedly
condemned the annual exer-
cises, describing them as
preparations for war. Pyong-
yang has warned that in-
creased military cooperation

PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEREAS, the Complainant has filed the above
complaint before the Hon'ble XXXVIII ACJM,
Bengaluru, against M/s. Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy Welding Works
represented by Mr. Somashekhara M.S. for the
offence punishable under Section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881 and the
arrest warrant issued thereupon has returned

1 1 1 1ndi 1 . Advocate duly authorised before the above said court on dthat the said d tbe found.
next step. with Kim. cials have indicated that the  between the United States and Auction Ground, New Bamboo | |17.09.2026 n defalt tis matte willbe heard and ispose | | AN WHERCAS. L b o Showm s the
The exercises are scheduled ~ exercises will continue de-  South Korea could prompt Bazar, Bengaluru -560051, Kar- of on exparty order. satisfaction of the Honble XXOWII ACIM
] to run from August 17 to 27  spite Washington’s decision to  stronger measures to reinforce nataké have chanaed m ’name E;Vszg':]"sfﬂzfn";\é”a"d and sealof the caurt on the 14th day Bengaluru that the said accused has been
. . . al nain r concealin mselv avol
US reservoirs and involve around 18,000 scale back their scope. its nuclear deterrent. X ged my nam By Order of the Court theseniceof the said Warrant
to AVAIZ RAZVI, vide affidavit Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMFC Proclamation is hereby made that Mr
hit record lows amid dated: 17.08.2026 before ot et Somashekfora LS. s requied to appear
ated. 17.09. elore notary Advocate: Riyazuddin, Opp of court road Rojpura before the Hon'ble court of XXXVIII Additional
ici V. RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru. Doddaballapura Chief Judicial Magistrate at Bengaluru to

("SIS TN THE COURT OF THE ADDITTORAL CIVILJUDGE answer the said complaint on 01.09.2026.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on

AND JILEC, AT DODDABALLAPURA -

Los Angeles serwea o Stsswoioims GG o o, Sarr horstdor,
Lake Mead and Lake Pow- about 45 yers Rlt Nagaiana galya vilege, 1 dag:?: XXXVIIl Addl. Chief Judicial Magistrate Court,

Bengaluru City

ell, the two largest reser- NEERAJ RAJIV SHIVAM, Advocates

Hobli, Tumkuru Taluk & dts 2. APPI RAJU Sjo Late

voirs on the Colorado River,
have reached record-low
levels, raising concerns over
water supplies, agriculture
and hydropower across the
US Southwest. Lake Powell
fell to 3,519.91 feet, slightly
below its previous record
setin 2023. Lake Mead
dropped to01,039.85 feet,
below its 2022 record. Ex-
perts warned that the Colo-
rado River basin is entering
uncharted territory after
prolonged drought reduced
system storage to about 34
per cent of capacity.

KATHMANDU

Indian Army Chief General
Dhiraj Seth was conferred the
honorary rank of General of
the Nepali Army by Nepal
President Ram Chandra Pau-
del at a special investiture
ceremony in Kathmandu on
Monday.

The honour reflects the
longstanding and close mili-
tary ties between India and
Nepal.

The conferment is part of a
unique tradition shared by the
Indian and Nepali armies.

Since 1950, the two countries
have followed the practice of
awarding the honorary rank of
General to each other’s Army
chiefs, highlighting their his-
toric defence relationship and
military cooperation.

General Seth is on an official
visit to Nepal from August 17
to 19. During his visit, he re-
ceived a ceremonial Guard of
Honour at the Nepali Army
Headquarters and laid a wreath
at the Army Pavilion in Tund-
ikhel. He is also scheduled to
hold discussions with Nepali
Army Chief General Ashok Raj

Sigdel on matters of mutual in-
terest and defence cooperation.

The visit is aimed at further
strengthening military-to-mili-
tary ties between the two neigh-
bouring countries.

India and Nepal maintain
close defence cooperation
through joint exercises, training
programmes, professional ex-
changes and other institutional
engagements.

General Seth is also sched-
uled to interact with student
officers of Nepal’s Army Com-
mand and Staff Course and
meet senior Nepali dignitaries.

IMPERSONATING POLITICAL FIGURES

Taiwan warns of China’s AI-driven poll interference

TAIPEI

Taiwan has warned that China
could increasingly use artifi-
cial intelligence to interfere in
elections and influence public
opinion, as Taipei raises con-
cerns over the growing use of
advanced technology in infor-
mation and influence opera-
tions.

Taiwanese officials said Al
tools could allow foreign ac-
tors to produce convincing
fake videos, audio recordings,
images and written content on
a large scale. Such material
could be used to spread false
information, impersonate po-
litical figures or manipulate

T
[
~

voters during election cam-
paigns.

The warning comes amid
Taiwan’s longstanding con-
cerns over alleged Chinese
efforts to influence its poli-
tics. Taipei has repeatedly ac-
cused Beijing of using disin-

formation, social media cam-
paigns and other influence
operations to weaken public
confidence in Taiwan’s demo-
cratic institutions. China re-
jects such accusations and
maintains that Taiwan is part
of its territory.

Officials have increasingly
focused on the potential im-
pact of generative Al, which
can make fabricated content
more realistic and easier to
distribute. Compared with ear-
lier forms of online misinfor-
mation, Al-generated material
can be produced rapidly and
tailored to specific audiences,
making it harder for users to
distinguish genuine informa-

tion from manipulated content.

Taiwan has been strengthen-
ing measures to counter for-
eign interference, including
monitoring suspicious online
activity, improving coordina-
tion between government
agencies and promoting public
awareness about manipulated
information.

Authorities have also en-
couraged citizens to verify po-
litically sensitive material be-
fore sharing it online.

The issue has become more
significant as political cam-
paigns around the world face
growing challenges from
deepfakes and Al-generated
propaganda.

|, FAMIDA, W/o. Shaik Ameen
Peer, Resident of No.1591, 2nd
Main Road, Arogyamma Layout,
Arabic College Post, Bengalu-
ru-560045, have changed my
name to FAMEEDHA. S., vide affi-
davit dated: 17.08.2026 before no-
tary G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE

|, SANOBER SUFIYA / SANOBAR
ARA SUFIYA, Wlo. Avaiz Razvi,
Resident of No. 302, 3rd Floor, No.
16, Auction Ground, New Bamboo
Bazar, Bengaluru -560051, Karna-
taka, have changed my name to
SANOBAR ARA, vide affidavit
dated: 17.08.2026 before notary
V. RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

I, T. M. ABDUL SHUKOOR, aged about
72 years, R/o. No:625, Old No: 500- 11,
Tank Road, New:16th ward, Old:1st ward,
Doddaballapur, Bengaluru Rural District-
561203, hereby declare that Tondebavi
Mastan Sab Abdul Shukoor, T.M. Abdul
Shukoor, and the name appearing in my
Passport are one and the same person.
| further declare that T. M. Ibrahim Sab
and Sri. Mahammad lbrahim are one
and the same person and both refer to
my father. This declaration is made for all
legal and official purposes. Vide affidavit
dated 17.08.2026 before Advocate &
Notary M.Radhamma, Doddaballapur

AFFIDAVIT

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042

NAGARAJU Aged about 37 years Rfat Chikkabelavangala
village, Doddabelavangal Hobli Doddaballapura taluk
bangalore rural dis 3. SHANTH KUMAR N. Sjo Late
NAGARAJU Aged about 37 vyears, Rat Nagaiahna
palya village, oridagere,Hobli, Tumkuru  Taluk & dts
4.SHASHIKALA, N. Dfo Late NAGARAJU Aged about 34
years, Residing at No.07 1st cross near shanimahatma
temple jakkur layout Bangalore PETITIONERS
AND The Tahasildar,Taluk Office, Doddaballapura
T?]Iuk, Birth and Death Registrar, DODDABALLAPURA
TOWN

RESPONDENT.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioner has filled the above petition under
section 13(3) & 14 of registration of birth & Death act 1969
for seeking the Death certificate of the auntie, petitioner by
name late Shanthamma W/o late Nagaraju who Died on
15/03/1989 at Akkatammanahalli village Doddabelavangala
Hobli Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural dts.
In this regard it is here by notice that whoever has interested
in the said matter may appear in person or through on
Advocate duly authorised before the above said court on
17.09.2026 in default this matter will be heard and dispose
of on exparty order.
Given under my Hand and seal of the court on the 14th day
of August 2026
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura

Advocate: Riyazuddin, Opp of court road Rojipura
Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND J.M.F.C, AT DODDABALLAPURA
CrL.MISS.NO: 418 [2026
BETWEEN: 1. NARSAMMA W/0 LATE NAGARAJU age
about 45 years Rlat Nagaiahna palya village, oridagere,
Hobli, Tumkuru Taluk & dts 2. APPI RAJU Sjo Late
NAGARAJU Aged about 37 years Rlat Chikkabelavangala
village, Doddabelavangal Hobli Doddaballapura taluk
bangalore rural dis 3. SHANTH KUMAR N. Sjo Late
NAGARAJU Aged about 37 vyears, Rjat Nagaiahna
palya village, oridagere,Hobli, Tumkuru  Taluk & dts
4.SHASHIKALA, N. Dfo Late NAGARAJU Aged about 34
years, Residing at No.07 st cross near shanimahatma
temple jakkur layout Bangalore PETITIONERS
AND The Tahasildar,Taluk Office, Doddaballapura
Taluk, Birth and Death Registrar, DODDABALLAPURA
TOWN RESPONDENT.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioner has filled the above petition under
section 13(3) & 14 of registration of birth & Death act 1969
for seeking the Death certificate of the My Sister, petitioner
by name late Kavitha Bin late Nagaraju who Died on
24109/2014 at Akkatammanahalli village Doddabelavangala
Hobli Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural dts.
In this regard it is here by notice that whoever has interested
in the said matter may appear in person or through on
Advocate duly authorised before the above said court on
17.09.2026 in default this matter will be heard and dispose
of on exparty order.
Given under my Hand and seal of the court on the 14th day
of August 2026

By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMFC

Doddaballapura
Advocate: Riyazuddin, Opp of court road Rojipura
Doddaballapura

M/s. ASTRA LAW CHAMBERS
No. 4, Pamadi Towers, 1st floor, Flat No. 11
Kalidasa Road, Gandhinagar,
Bangalore-560 009. Ph.+91 99169 24411.
neerajrajivshivam@astralawchambers.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bengaluru South District,
Channapatna Taluk, Kasaba Hobli,
Kudlur gramapanchyth, Kudlur
village Khaneshumari number. 3,
property number:
152900101400101193, measuring
East West-9.4488 meters, North
South-9.4488 meters, totaling 89.28
square meters of vacant land and
58.06 square meters of Mangalore
brick house and A.C. sheet house
built on it, the entire property,
including the My husband Bhima,
dated: 24-07-2017, Channapatna
Sub-Registrar's Office 1st Book
Document No.: CAN-1-02489-2017-18,
CD No. CAND257 has been
registered as a pure donation deed.
Later, I have mortgaged the said
property to Equitus Small Finance
on 08-08-2017, Channapatna
Sub-Registrar's Office, 1st Book
Document No. CAN-1-02659-2017-18,
CD No. CAND258.

Later, on 09-02-2023, Channapatna
Sub-Registrar's Office, 1st Book
Document No. CAN-1-07835-2022-23,
CD No. CAND1339. The said three
documents were accidentally lost
while going to get a Xerox done in
Channapatna on 19-06-2026. The
said original documents were not
found despite extensive searching.
A complaint was filed with the
Bangalore South District Police on
19-06-2026 regarding the loss of
the said documents, and a
complaint was registered as Lost
Report No. 2262444/2026.

If anyone finds the said documents,
they are requested to deliver them
to the nearest police station or
to the following address.
CONTACT ADRESS:

Smt. Vani W/o Bhima, Kudlur Village,
Malur Hobli, Channapatna Taluk,
Bangalore South District.
Mobile No. 9902830911
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Defence ministry
signs
Rs1,943-crore drone

CH NEWS, New Delhi
The Ministry of Defence on
Monday announced that it
has signed a contract with
General Atomics Aeronau-

tical Systems, Inc. (GA-
ASI) to lease two MQ-9B
Sea Guardian High-Alti-
tude Long-Endurance
(HALE) Remotely Piloted
Aircraft Systems (RPAS)
for the Indian Navy for 30
months. The contract, val-
ued at approximately Rs
1,943 crore, was signed at
Kartavya Bhawan-2 in New
Delhiin the presence of
Additional Secretary and
Director General (Acquisi-
tion), Department of De-
fence, A. Anbarasu.

India’s deeptech
sector draws $11.4
billion since 2015

CH NEWS, New Delhi
India’s deeptech sector
has attracted nearly $11.4
billion in private equity and
venture capital invest-
ments between 2015 and
2026 year-to-date, ac-
cording to a report re-
leased on Monday. A report
by the Indian Venture and
Alternate Capital Associa-
tion (IVCA) said that 2025
emerged as the strongest
year on record despite a
broader slowdown in start-
up funding. In addition, ar-
tificial intelligence (Al),
generative Al, electric vehi-
cles (EVs) and battery
technologies accounted
for a significant share of
deployed capital, while
semiconductors and spac-
etech emerged as the fast-
est-growing segments.

Fed to hold
interest rates
this year-end

CH NEWS, New York
The Federal Reserve will
keep its key interest rate
unchanged next month
and through year-end, ac-
cording to most econo-
mists in a Reuters poll, a
view they have held for the
past several months. Mar-
ket pricing for a September
quarter point hike flipped
toward a near-70%
chance of a hold, after re-
cent news of unexpected
job losses in July. Lower-
than-expected consumer
price inflation, alongside
weaker retail sales, has
also reinforced the view
not all is well with the
world’s largest economy.
However, with the U.S.-Iran
conflict now in its sixth
month and oil prices about
25% above pre-war levels,
markets are still pricing in
one rate increase by
end-December.

ECMS approves Rs 7,877 crore Investments

India accelerates electronics component manufacturing as fresh ECMS approvals bring Rs 7,877 crore investments, expand
production capacity, deepen domestic supply chains, while creating more jobs nationwide and strengthen local industry.

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
(MeitY) has approved nearly
31 applications involving in-
vestments of Rs 7,877 crore
under the Electronics Compo-
nents M anufacturing Scheme
(ECMYS), giving a fresh push
to India’s efforts to build a
stronger domestic electronics
supply chain.

MeitY Secretary S Krish-
nan said the latest approvals
cover a wide range of compo-
nents, including camera and

display modules, anode mate-
rials, enclosures, connectors,
transducers, rare-earth perma-
nent magnets, optical trans-
ceivers, speakers, micro-
phones, relays and antennas.
Other approved products in-
clude acetylene black, hermet-

tions approved.

in latest round.

ic terminals, electrolyte addi-
tives, metallised films, coils,
filters, capacitors and metal
shielding covers.

The newly approved proj-
ects are spread across 10 states
and are expected to generate
production worth Rs 82,243

m Nearly 31 fresh ECMS applica-

m Projects spread across 10 states.

India clears 31 more ECMS projects worth Rs 7,877 crore

m Expected production worth Rs 82,243 crore.

= Nearly 10,000 jobs projected.

m Rs 7,877 crore investment cleared

m Total ECMS investment reaches Rs 69,548 crore.

crore while creating nearly
10,000 jobs. An enhanced in-
vestment in copper-clad lami-
nates, which had received ap-
proval earlier, is also part of
the latest round. With the ap-
provals, the government has
cleared 106 ECMS applica-

m Applications remain open until July 2027.

tions covering around 30 prod-
uct categories across 15 states.
These projects represent cu-
mulative investments of Rs
69,548 crore, surpassing the
scheme’s original investment
target of Rs 59,350 crore.Ex-
pected production has also

climbed to Rs 5,34,101 crore,
compared with the original tar-
get of Rs 4,56,500 crore. Krish-
nan said the employment target
is yet to be met but is expected
to be achieved shortly. MeitY
has accelerated processing,
holding approval meetings al-
most weekly or every 10 days.
Applications under categories
still open will continue until
July 2027. Several approved
projects have already entered
construction or are moving to-
wards commercial production.
Companies expanding capacity
across locations.

Trump-backed Crypto firm
partners Chinese Al venture

BOSTON

President Donald Trump-
backed World Liberty
Financial is collaborating
with a Hong Kong-based ven
ture offering artificial-intelli-
gence models developed by
Chinese companies the U.S.
administration has flagged
for national security con-
cerns.

WorldClaw, founded earli-
er this year, offers customers
access to a suite of AI mod-
els and accepts World Liber-
ty’s crypto tokens as pay-
ment. The Trump family,
through its ownership stake,
earns revenue from the use of
World Liberty’s tokens.

A review found that 43 of
the 90 models available
through WorldClaw’s web-
site, or nearly half, were de-
veloped by Alibaba, Baidu,
Z.ai and other Chinese tech-
nology companies the Trump

Anthropic.

nese companies.
And such Chinese models,

U.S. tech companies.

Still, seven experts on Chi-
nese technology, trade and
government ethics said the :
business collaboration — and :
the potential profits for Pres-
ident Trump through World :
Liberty runs counter to his :
administration’s stance to-
wards Chinese tech compa- :
¢ for NBFCs closer to global

nies.

RBI seeks stronger NBFC Risk controls

{ NEW DELHI
administration says pose
risks to national security and
intellectual property. World- : (RBI) has sought feedback
Claw also offers access to
dozens of models from U.S.
firms such as OpenAl and :
¢ regulating revolving credit

There’s nothing illegal
about World Liberty’s :
collaboration with World-
Claw or with WorldClaw’s
relationships with the Chi-
i sector.

The Reserve Bank of India

from non-banking finance
companies (NBFCs) on
draft guidelines proposed for

facilities, while calling for
stronger compliance,
internal audit and
risk management
systems across the

During a recent

toring of financial prod-
ucts experiencing rapid
growth.

The RBI also indicated that
it is working towards bring-
ing the regulatory framework

The standards.
RBlis
seeking stronger

oversight of NBFCs
; as technology-driven ¢,
which are typically less ex- interaction with Iendmg eXpands urglng products
pensive, are gaining traction
globally, including among

AR Ry

RES‘ER"E >
ofF

The
regulator ad-
vised lenders
to identify
risks linked
new

senior NBFC ex-  lenders to improve risk and busi-
¢ ecutives, the cen- management, ness models
. tral bank empha- compliance and at an early
sised the need for stage and
robust internal con- consumer take corrective
trols and closer moni- safeguards. measures before

vulnerabilities

build up across their
operations. The RBI noted
that NBFCs are frequently
early adopters of technolo-
gy-driven lending models,
and said their experience

Key Focus Areas

m Draft rules for revolving
credit facilities

m Stronger internal controls
and audits

= Early identification of
emerging risks

m Better grievance redressal

m Compliance with digital
lending rules

m Adherence to the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection Act

could provide useful insights
for framing regulations in
emerging areas.

The role of self-regulatory
organisations (SROs) was
also discussed.

The RBI clarified that
SROs should not function as
parallel regulators but should
act as the industry’s first line
of defence by encouraging

compliance and helping ad-
dress emerging risks.

NBFCs were further
asked to strengthen customer
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms and ensure complaints
are resolved effectively with-
in prescribed timelines. The
regulator also stressed full
compliance with its digital
lending framework and the
Digital Personal Data Protec-
tion Act.

The emphasis comes as
NBEFCs increasingly use dig-
ital platforms and technology
for customer acquisition, un-
derwriting and servicing,
making stronger safeguards
increasingly important for
maintaining consumer protec-
tion and financial stability.

Sanjay Malhotra: The
RBI stressed that new prod-
ucts and business models
must be assessed for risks
early, before vulnerabilities
accumulate across NBFC op-
erations.

World Bank warns Pakistan over

Bangladesh sees foreign investor exodus

NEW DELHI

Foreign investors continued to
pull money out of Bangladesh’s
stock market during FY26, with
policy uncertainty, weak corpo-
rate earnings, banking-sector
stress and currency risks weigh-
ing on investor confidence, ac-
cording to a new report.

The Daily Star, citing Ban-
gladesh Bank data, reported that
net foreign portfolio outflows
rose to $223 million in FY26
from $138 million a year earli-
er. Foreign portfolio investment
has remained negative since
FY21, with the latest figures
indicating that the pace of with-
drawals is increasing. Market
insiders attributed part of the
investor concern to regulatory
interventions, particularly the
repeated use of floor prices in
the stock market.

The Bangladesh Securities
and Exchange Commission first
introduced floor prices in 2020
to contain a pandemic-era sell-
off. The restrictions were subse-

.

Foreign Investor
Concerns

m FY26 foreign portfolio
outflows: $223 million

m FY25 outflows: $138
million

m Foreign investment
has remained negative
since FY21.

m Floor-price interventions
hurt investor confidence.

m Banking-sector stress
and currency risks
remain concerns.

m MSCI regular index
reviews expected to re-
sume in November 2026

quently lifted in phases before

panies in 2023.

The restriction was removed
from all but 35 companies in
i Expressing serious displea-

the following year. After the

Awami League government fell :
¢ warned the Pakistan govern-
i ment that redirecting funds
i from a multi-billion-rupee
¢ resilient housing programme
i for the flood-affected popu-
i lation in Balochistan to infra-
Despite improvements in
i ther aggravate poverty in the
economic fundamentals, ex-

in August 2024, floor prices
were lifted from all but two
companies. The remaining re-
strictions were removed in June
this year after the BNP govern-
ment took office in February.

Bangladesh’s broader macro-
perts said restoring foreign in-

time. Kazi Monirul Islam, CEO
of Shanta Asset Management,
said investors tend to remember
policy decisions that have pre-
viously affected their invest-
ments. Meanwhile, Saiful Is-
lam, president of the DSE

Brokers Association of Bangla-
desh, said MSCI had paused | Bank’s Country Director,
 Boloromaa Amgaabazar, ex-
¢ pressed concern over the de-
¢ cision as well as the handling

. of issues pertaining to fraud

regular index reviews of Ban-
gladesh following the floor-
price measures.

India emerges World’s second-largest fish producer

NEW DELHI

Revolution Scheme, Fisheries and Aquacul-

India is the world’s second-largest fish pro-
ducer, contributing 8 per cent to global out-
put, ranks second in aquaculture production,
leads in shrimp production and export, and
is one of the largest producers in capture
fisheries, the government said on Monday.

Since 2015, the government has made
cumulative investments of Rs 39,272 crore
through key initiatives such as the Blue

ture Infrastructure Development Fund
(FIDF), Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana (PMMSY), and its sub-scheme,
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Kisan Samridhi
Sah-Yojana (PMMKSSY), to drive sustain-
able growth and development in the sector.

The fisheries and aquaculture sector plays
a critical role in India’s economy, providing
livelihoods to approximately 3 crore fishers
and fish farmers while generating signifi-

cant employment opportunities across the
value chain, according to Ministry of Fish- :
eries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying.

The ministry further said that youth, fish- :
ers and fish farmers are central to the future :
of fisheries sector, bringing enterprise, in-
novation and dynamism across the fisheries :
value chain from modern aquaculture prac- :
tices, digital traceability and cold-chain :
management to value addition, branding,
marketing and exports. :

AGRICULTURE ROADMAP PUSH

NEW DELHI

sure, the World Bank has

structure projects would fur-

state, according to a report in

¢ the Pakistani media.
vestor confidence will take
i Federal Minister for Plan-
i ning, the Chief Minister of
i Balochistan and others fol-
¢ lowing the capping of hous-
¢ ing support at 62,966 first-
i tranche beneficiaries as of
¢ June 22, 2026, and subsidy

After meetings with the

support to 97,000, the World

: and corruption, the report in
i Dawn newspaper stated.

Based on the socio-eco-

nomic profile of the eligible
i household, the risk is not

simply that households re-

¢ main without housing assis-

tance; rather, it is that exist-

ing vulnerabilities become
mutually reinforcing and
deepen over time, the World
Bank said in detailed com-
munication to the Federal
and Balochistan govern-
ments.

In this case, 84 per cent of
eligible beneficiaries are
ultra-poor and vulnerable,
with 28 per cent earning less
than $30 and another 26 per
cent earning between $31
and $70 per month, while 39
per cent are tenants, 37 per
cent are daily-wage labour-
ers, and 8 per cent are small
farmers. These groups typi-
cally have limited savings,
weak access to formal credit,
few productive assets and

“diverting funds meant for ﬂood hit poor

being reimposed on 169 com- :

low capacity to absorb
shocks, the World Bank has
pointed out.

Amgaabazar wrote to the
Federal Secretaries for Eco-
nomic Affairs and Planning,
as well as the Secretary of
Balochistan, that the capping
and redirection of housing
support was leaving 119,049
verified and eligible house-
holds without identified fi-
nancing support.

Its public disclosure before
the finalisation of a jointly
agreed communication strat-
egy with the bank had also
created risks, as households
that had completed verifica-
tion and signed the project
undertakings might continue
to expect housing assistance.

US railroad Union Pacific turned
charges meant to cover fuel cost

. LOS ANGELES

Govt to turn ‘Sapt Dhara of Shakti’ into action

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Development
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
administer a pledge to officials
of both ministries at the Pusa
campus in New Delhi on Tues-
day, as the government moves
to translate Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s ‘Sapt Dhara of
Shakti’ vision into an action-
able roadmap for agriculture
and rural development.

According to an official state-
ment, the programme will re-
view departmental roadmaps,
focus on expanding the ‘Lakh-
pati Didi’ initiative and exam-
ine important decisions con-

cerning farmers and rural com-
munities. Progressive farmers,
Lakhpati Didis, agricultural
exporters and food processors
will also participate in the pro-
gramme.

The meeting is aimed at align-
ing government programmes

with the broader goal of build-
ing a Viksit Bharat by 2047.
Chouhan said the ‘Sapt Dhara
of Shakti’ provides an import-
ant direction for agriculture and
rural India and stressed the need
for people-centric programmes,
transparent monitoring and ef-
fective implementation.

The minister said the govern-
ment would review departmen-
tal plans and accelerate their
execution to ensure that farm-
ers and rural women directly
benefit from the initiatives.

In his Independence Day ad-
dress, Modi outlined the ‘Sapt
Dhara of Shakti’, identifying
agriculture and food produc-
tion, food processing and ac-

cess to global markets as key
priorities. The government has
also reiterated its commitment

fertilisers to farmers at subsi-

certainties.
Modi highlighted the need to

kets and opportunities for Indi-
an farmers, particularly in ag-
riculture and marine products,

self-reliance remains another
central element of the govern-
ment’s agenda as it seeks to
strengthen rural livelihoods,
agricultural production and In-
dia’s position in global mar-
kets.

: U.S. railroad Union Pacific
¢ collected $91.1 million more
¢ in fuel surcharges than it paid
i for fuel during the second
i quarter, far outpacing rivals,
i according to a company fil-
i ing with the Surface Trans-
to ensuring the availability of :
i ported by Reuters.
dised prices despite global un- :
i boosted Union Pacific’s prof-
¢ it, underlining criticism from
create new international mar- :

portation Board and first re-

Those excess surcharges

some shippers that surcharg-

i es meant to recoup rising pe-
i troleum costs due to the U.S.
i and Israeli war on Iran are
including seafood. Greater
¢ roads are the only U.S. trans-
i portation companies that re-
i port both fuel costs and fuel
¢ surcharge revenue to regula-
i tors, offering rare insight into
i how surcharges can improve
i company profits.

sometimes excessive. Rail-

Union Pacific said its year-
over-year percentage fuel
surcharge increase is in line
with the industry. STB filings
showed that only Norfolk
Southern and CSX also had
surpluses, of $3.6 million
and $8.4 million, respective-
ly, during the second quarter.
Ultimately, fuel surcharges
are a component of the over-
all cost we negotiate with
customers and something
they take into consideration
when choosing Union Pacific
and the service we provide,

Union Pacific said in a state-
ment. Last month, Union Pa-
cific said fuel surcharges
added earnings of 14 cents
per share in the second quar-
ter. Based on shares out-
standing, that works out to
$83.2 million in profit.

Union Pacific is seeking
regulatory approval for an
$85 billion acquisition of
Norfolk Southern to create
the first railroad operator
spanning the continental
United States.

The Stop the Rail Merger
Coalition, which includes six
state attorneys general, rival
railroads, labor unions and
agricultural and chemical in-
dustry groups, says creating
a railroad with 50% market
share of domestic rail freight
would reduce competition
and boost shipping costs that
consumers ultimately pay.
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India twice lead China,

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

Settle for2-2 draw

Zhang Ying equalized at 1-1, converting a controversial
stroke awarded after going down during a challenge

NEW DELHI

India twice took the lead but
were held to a 2-2 draw by
China in their opening match
of the FIH Women’s Hockey
World Cup in Amsterdam on
Monday. The Indian team
made a bright start but could
not hold on to its advantage as
China fought back on both
occasions.

India began with attacking
intent and broke the deadlock
early in the contest. The ad-
vantage, however, lasted only
until the closing stages of the
first quarter, when China
earned a penalty stroke.
Zhang Ying converted the op-
portunity to make it 1-1. The
Chinese player appeared to
have won the stroke after go-
ing down during a challenge,
adding controversy to the
equaliser.

India regained the lead after
the break through another
well-worked attacking move.
The team looked composed
and created opportunities to
extend its advantage, but Chi-
na remained persistent and
continued to put pressure on
the Indian defence.

China eventually found an-
other equaliser in the final
quarter, ensuring the points
were shared. India had chanc-
es to regain control late in the
match but could not find the
decisive goal, leaving both
sides with a point from their
opening fixture.

The draw gives India a use-
ful start to a demanding
World Cup campaign, al-
though the team will be disap-
pointed after twice being
ahead. Defensive discipline
and greater efficiency in front
of goal will be important as
India prepares for its next
pool match.

INDIA/CHINA WOMEN'S

HOCKEY WORLD CUP OPENER

«India and China shared the points after a hard-fought draw
in their opening fixture of the World Cup campaign.

« India twice took the lead—starting with an early attacking breakthrough and
regaining the advantage after the break—only for China to fight back both times.

- Zhang Ying converted a controversial penalty stroke just before the end
of the first quarter after going down during a challenge.

«China struck again late in the match to level the score and avoid defeat.

« The draw provides a useful start to a demanding group stage, but the
team will likely feel disappointed after letting the lead slip twice.

« Key areas for improvement ahead of the next pool match include
defensive discipline and greater efficiency in front of goal.

« China showed strong character by mounting successful comebacks on
two separate occasions to secure a valuable opening point.

The tournament features the
best women’s hockey teams
from around the world, with
India competing against
strong opposition in the group
stage. The Indian side will be
looking to build momentum
from the performance while
addressing the areas that al-
lowed China to come back
twice.

For China, the result repre-
sented a valuable comeback
after falling behind on two
occasions. Zhang’s penal-
ty-stroke conversion provid-
ed the first response, while

the late equaliser ensured
China avoided defeat. India
will now shift focus to its
next match, where it will aim
to convert its attacking op-
portunities into goals and se-
cure its first victory of the
World Cup. The team
showed enough quality to
trouble China but will need
to maintain its advantage
more effectively in the up-
coming games.

The 2-2 result leaves India
with one point and plenty to
build on as the tournament
progresses.

Africa as next
global frontier
BENGALURU

T20 cricket is rapidly expand-
ing the global reach of the
sport, with Africa emerging as
one of the biggest untapped
markets for the shortest format.
The growth of franchise
leagues, led by the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL), has demon-
strated how T20 cricket can at-
tract new audiences, players
and commercial opportunities
beyond traditional cricketing
nations. Before the IPL began
in 2008, the idea of establishing
a major professional cricket
league across East African na-
tions would have appeared
highly ambitious. However, the
IPL’s international influence
has transformed perceptions of
what is possible in cricket. Its
success has inspired similar
competitions in several coun-
tries and created a global eco-
system for T20 talent.

Africa offers considerable
potential because of its large
young population, growing
sporting audiences and existing
interest in cricket in countries
such as South Africa, Kenya,
Uganda, Namibia and Zimba-
bwe. A well-structured T20
competition involving teams
from East African nations could
help introduce the sport to new
communities while providing
local players with opportunities
to develop alongside interna-
tional stars. The success of
franchise cricket has also creat-
ed a pathway for players from
emerging cricket nations. Afri-
can cricketers have increasingly
featured in international T20
leagues, gaining exposure to
high-level coaching, modern
training methods and profes-
sional competition.

RONIN FC 3 brings global MMA to Bengaluru

BENGALURU

Bengaluru hosted a major in-
ternational combat sports
event on Independence Day
as RONIN FC 3 — The Lega-
cy Awakens brought together
146 athletes from India, Ne-
pal, Russia, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan at the Koraman-
gala Indoor Stadium.

Organised by Sinhoi Advi-

sory Services Pvt. Ltd. in as-
sociation with the All India
Mixed Martial Arts Federa-
tion (AIMMAF), the third
edition featured 13 MMA
bouts, including six prelimi-
nary contests and seven pro-
fessional fights. A capacity
crowd witnessed athletes
from India compete alongside
fighters from international
MMA markets, highlighting

Bengaluru’s growing profile
as a destination for combat
sports.

Adding a strong Indian
identity to the event was a
45-minute Kalaripayattu
showcase by Agastham Ka-
lari. The performance was
integrated into the main pro-
gramme and highlighted the
movement, discipline and her-
itage of the traditional martial
art. Organisers said the show-
case reflected the event’s aim
of connecting India’s martial
traditions with the global
growth of mixed martial arts.

The build-up began on Au-
gust 14 with India’s first
fight-week face-off at The
Quad by BLR at Kempegow-
da International Airport’s Ter-
minal 1. The session featured
official weigh-ins and head-
to-head encounters, offering
media and guests a preview of
the matchups.

The August 15 fight card
produced several notable per-
formances. Nepal’s Shusmita
defeated Shalu Sharma, while
Ashish Rawat overcame
Manoj Ramjali. Dipanjali of
Kolkata defeated Kerala’s

Lija, and Mumbai’s Rohit
beat Delhi’s Pankaj Mehra.

RONIN FC Co-Founder
and Promoter Arun Kumar
Krishnan said staging the
event on Independence Day
carried special significance.
He said the promotion aimed
to give Indian athletes a plat-
form to compete with interna-
tional fighters and build a
lasting legacy for MMA in the
country.

The event was broadcast in
partnership with Locker
Room, with campaign metrics
indicating a reach of more
than 5.7 million. SCAR sup-
ported the event as apparel
partner, while Aster Hospitals
provided medical services,
CSR Global supported travel
and The Quad by BLR served
as venue partner.

RONIN FC is an AIM-
MAF-sanctioned MMA pro-
motion established by Sinhoi
Advisory Services Pvt. Ltd.
The latest edition expanded
its international participation
and combined professional
MMA competition with a
showcase of India’s martial
arts heritage.

Cardinals rookie Jeremiyah Love sidelined with ankle sprain

PHOENIX

Arizona Cardinals rookie run-
ning back Jeremiyah Love is
expected to miss the remainder
of the NFL preseason after suf-
fering a high ankle sprain, ac-
cording to a report by ESPN.
The Cardinals are hopeful the
third overall pick in April’s
draft will recover in time for
their regular-season opener
against the Los Angeles Char-
gers on September 13.

Love suffered the injury
during the second quarter of

Arizona’s preseason game
against the Las Vegas Raiders
on Friday. Before leaving the
contest, the 21-year-old carried
the ball 11 times for 58 yards.

Cardinals coach Mike LaF-
leur initially indicated after the
game that Love was not ex-
pected to miss an extended
period. However, his assess-
ment changed the following
day, when he told reporters
that the rookie would be side-
lined from practice during the
week.

Love did not feature in Ari-

zona’s preseason opener
against the Carolina Panthers
in the Hall of Fame game. His
performance against the Raid-
ers had been his first preseason
appearance with the Cardinals
and provided a glimpse of the
expectations surrounding the
highly rated running back.
The former Notre Dame
standout finished third in
Heisman Trophy voting last
season after rushing for 1,372
yards and 18 touchdowns.
During his college career,
Love recorded 2,882 rushing

yards, 594 receiving yards and
42 total touchdowns in 41
games for the Fighting Irish.

The injury comes at an un-
fortunate time for Arizona,
with other running backs also
dealing with fitness issues.
James Conner is recovering
from a foot problem, while
Trey Benson is managing a
knee injury.

With several options in the
backfield unavailable, the Car-
dinals moved quickly to
strengthen their running-back

group.

PV Sindhu eyes -

sixth World e

, Championships
‘Medal

NEW DELHI

India’s badminton star PV Sindhu is aim-
+ ing to add another historic chapter to her *%
remarkable career as the BWF World =
Championships return to the country after
17 years. The five-time world medallist
begins her campaign in New Delhi with
her sights firmly set on a record sixth
medal at the prestigious tournament.

Sindhu has already established herself
as one of the most successful players in
World Championships history. She has
won five medals, including two silver and
one gold, and remains one of India’s big-
gest hopes at the tournament. The
31-year-old will now look to produce an-
other strong run on home soil.

The return of the World Championships
to India adds extra significance to the oc-
casion. The tournament is being held at
New Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadi-
um from August 17 to 23, bringing the
global badminton showcase back to the
country for the first time since 2009.

Sindhu enters the competition with con-
siderable experience of major events but
faces a demanding field featuring many of
the world’s leading players. Her ability to
manage the physical demands of a long
tournament and maintain consistency
through successive rounds will be crucial

to her medal ambitions.

The Indian star has endured an evolving
phase in her career, but her hunger for
success remains undiminished. Playing in
front of a home crowd could provide an
additional boost as she attempts to extend
her extraordinary record at the World

Championships.

Sindhu is scheduled to open her cam-
paign against Ireland’s Sophia Noble. A
victory would take her a step closer to
another deep run and keep alive her hopes
of becoming the first player to win six
World Championships medals.

India will also have several other con-
tenders in action during the tournament.
Ayush Shetty faces defending champion
and top seed Shi Yu Qi of China, while
women’s doubles pair Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand begin their campaign
against Spain’s Paula Lopez and Lucia
Rodriguez. With the World Champion-
ships finally back in India, Sindhu has
another opportunity to add to her legacy.
Her target is clear: another medal, another
memorable campaign and a place in bad-

minton history.
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Mbéppe scores as real
madrid beat Schalke

Real Madrid concluded their pre-season prepara-
tions with a victory over Schalke, with Kylian
Mbappe finding the net and new signing Dia-
monde making his debut for the Spanish giants.

Mbappe once again provided a glimpse of his
attacking threat as Real Madrid completed their
final friendly ahead of the new competitive cam-
paign. The French forward was among the key
players involved as Madrid secured a positive
result before turning [ .
their attention to the :
start of the season. P

The match also of- . e =
fered supporters an /' S
opportunity to see Di- ‘
amonde in a Real Ma-
drid shirt for the first
time. The new arrival
was introduced as part
of manager Xabi
Alonso’s preparations
and will now look to
settle into the squad as
the club enters the
competitive phase of the season.

Real Madrid used the friendly to assess their
squad and sharpen their tactical approach ahead
of the new campaign. Alonso has been working
to build a balanced side featuring established
stars and new additions, with the final pre-season
outing providing valuable match practice.

Mbappe remains one of the central figures in
Madrid’s plans after making a significant impact
since joining the club. His goalscoring ability
will be crucial as Real Madrid prepare for a de-
manding season across domestic and European
competitions. The victory over Schalke also gave
the Madrid squad an opportunity to build confi-
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dence before competitive fixtures begin.

Bengaluru to host FIBA Women's
Basketball league Asia

In 2024, Chengdu, China,
hosted the inaugural Asian club-
based competition, launching a
new platform for elite regional
women'’s basketball

v

BENGALURU

Bengaluru is set to host the
FIBA Women’s Basketball
League Asia in India, bring-
ing the continent’s leading
women’s club basketball com-
petition to the city for the first
time. The tournament will
mark an important milestone
for Indian basketball and fur-
ther strengthen Bengaluru’s
reputation as a major sporting
destination.

The FIBA Women’s Basket-
ball League Asia is organised
by FIBA Asia and features
leading clubs from across the
continent. The inaugural edi-
tion of the Asian club-based
competition was held in
Chengdu, China, in 2024, es-
tablishing a new platform for
elite women’s basketball in the
region.

Hosting the competition in
Bengaluru is expected to pro-
vide Indian players and bas-
ketball fans with an opportuni-
ty to experience high-level
international club basketball
on home soil. The event could

also help increase the visibility
of women’s basketball in the
country and encourage greater
participation at the grassroots
level.

Bengaluru has a strong bas-
ketball culture and a history of
hosting major sporting events.
The city’s established sporting
infrastructure, enthusiastic fan
base and growing international
profile make it a suitable ven-
ue for a tournament involving
some of Asia’s top clubs.

The arrival of the FIBA
competition also comes at a
time when women’s basketball
is gaining greater attention
globally. International leagues
and club tournaments are cre-
ating more professional oppor-
tunities for female players,
while improving competition
standards and expanding the

sport’s commercial appeal.

For Indian basketball, the
tournament offers an opportu-
nity to showcase the country’s
growing capabilities as both a
participant and host. Local
players will also benefit from
exposure to international ath-
letes and coaching systems,
potentially contributing to the
development of the domestic
game. The Bengaluru event is
expected to attract basketball
supporters from across the city
and provide a platform for pro-
moting the sport among young
athletes. With FIBA Asia con-
tinuing to expand its women’s
club competitions, hosting the
league represents another step
towards making Bengaluru
and India important destina-
tions on the Asian basketball
calendar.
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