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National Lok Adalat in Dakshina Kannada on September 19
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

District Principal and Ses-
sions Judge and District Le-
gal  Services  Author i ty 
Chairman Basavaraj said 
that a ‘National Lok Adalat’ 
has been organized across 
the district on September 19 
to resolve the pre-litigation 
cases pending in various 
courts in Dakshina Kannada 
district and those not sub-
mitted to the court amicably 
through conciliation.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, he said that Lok 
Adalat will be held simulta-
neously on September 19 

from 2 pm to 5:30 pm in the 
premises of Mangaluru, 
Bantwal, Belthangady, Put-
tur and Sullia courts. He 
said that due to the consecu-
tive holidays, the proceed-
ings have been held after 
noon this time so as not to 
cause any inconvenience to 
the public and the litigants.

A total of 56,727 cases are 

pending in various courts in 
the district as on August 1. 
Out of these, 8,515 cases 
have been identified as suit-
able for conciliation, while 
3,264 cases have been trans-
ferred to Lok Adalat.

Through preliminary me-
diation meetings, 232 cases 
have already been reconciled 
and prepared for reporting, 
and 12 cases have been com-
pletely settled. He informed 
that a total of 2,665 pending 
cases were successfully set-
tled in the Lok Adalat held 
on July 11.

Motor Vehicle Accident 
Compensation (MACT) cas-

es, Cheque Bounce and 
Bank Loan Recovery Cases, 
Cases related to Illegal Sand 
Transport, Labor and Com-
pensation Disputes, Marital 
Disputes and Maintenance 
Cases except Divorce Cases, 
Consumer Disputes, Land 
Acquisition and Compensa-
tion Disputes, Litigations 
related to Electricity and 
Water Bills,

Service Cases related to 
Salary, Allowance and Pen-
sion, Applications related to 
Birth and Death Certificates, 
All Civil and Compoundable 
Criminal Cases that are 
Compensable as per Law.

The judgment of the Lok 
Adalat in cases settled in a 
Lok Adalat will have finality 
like a decree of a civil court. 
There is no possibility of ap-
peal against it in any court. 
Therefore, both time and 
money will be saved for the 
parties.

District Chief Judge Basa-
varaj called on the public, 
clients and lawyers to utilize 
this golden opportunity and 
resolve their long-standing 
disputes amicably. District 
Legal Services Authority 
Member Secretary Zaibunni-
sa was present at the press 
conference.

Speedy Resolution Of Disputes

Engineering students’ 
mentoring programme 

on September 20

Strengthon to be 
inaugurated on Sept 
20 at Eikya Stadium

CH NEWS, UDUPI
A mentoring programme 
for first-year engineering 

students of the year 2026-
27 at Madhva Vadiraja 

Technical College, Bantakal 
will be held on September 

20 at 10 am.  Prasad B 
Rampure, Registrar of 

Visvesvaraya Technological 
University, Belgaum, and S 
Purushottam, Head of TCS 
Global Technologies, Ben-
galuru, will participate as 
guests. P Srinivasa Tantri, 

Vice President of Sode 
Vadiraja Math Education 

Trust, will preside over the 
function. Ratnakumar, Sec-

retary of Sode Education 
Group of Institutions, Chief 
Executive Officer Radhakr-
ishna S Aital and Nagaraj 

Bhat, Principal of the insti-
tution, will participate, the 

release said.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU
The inaugural edition of the 

Strengthon, a combined 
competition involving run-
ning, strength training and 
functional fitness, will be 
held on September 20 at 
the city’s Eikya Stadium, 

said Nitin Sriyan, founder of 
the Strengthon India Foun-
dation.  Speaking at a press 

conference, he explained 
that the competitions will 
begin at 8 am and there 

will be prizes such as tro-
phies, T-shirts, etc. The top 
10 will be selected through 

wild cards for the Pro 
Strengthon to be held in 
November. They will also 
get a 15 percent discount 

on the fees. Rather than fo-
cusing on a single sport, the 

aim of the Strongon is to 
showcase different physi-

cal abilities. It will measure 
speed, strength and endur-

ance, he said.

Cabinet meeting prompts 
traffic route changes

With a special state cabinet meeting, there is a possibility of 
traffic congestion on many major roads from Friday to Saturday, 

and an appeal has been made to use alternative routes.
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

There is a possibility of tem-
porary disruption to the traf-
fic system in the city as the 
Karnataka State Govern-
ment's Cabinet meeting will 
be held on September 18 at 
the Deputy Commissioner's 
Office (Praja Soudha) in 
Padil.

The City Police Depart-
ment has issued traffic advi-
sories to the public in view of 
the arrival of cabinet-level 
ministers, including the Chief 
Minister and Deputy Chief 
Minister, in the city to attend 
the meeting.

The state Chief Minister, 
Deputy Chief Minister and 
Ministers will arrive in city 
on the evening of September 
17 and will proceed to Praja 
Soudha in Padil through the 
main roads of the city on the 
morning of September 18. 
After the meeting, they will 
leave for Udupi via the heli-
pad at Mary Hill in the after-
noon and then return to city 
for their stay. They will leave 
the city on the morning of 
September 19.

In this context, the public is 
requested to follow the in-

structions of the police de-
partment and use alternative 
routes in order to ensure the 
security of the dignitaries and 
smooth traffic flow. 

There will be a procession 
of dignitaries from Bajpe Air-
port via Kavoor-Bondel-Ma-
ryhill-K.P.T.-Kadri Kamba-
la-Bant's Hostel-Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Junction-Ham-
panakatte-Clock Tower-Ham-
ilton Junction.

Traffic will be carried out 
on the route Hamilton Junc-
tion–Clock Tower–Ham-

panakatte–Dr BR Ambedkar 
Junction–KPT Junction–Nan-
turu Circle–Pampuvel–Nagu-
ri–Bazal Cross (Praja Soud-
ha)–Padil Junction.

 Vehicles heading towards 
Hamilton Junction from 
Badria Junction via Hotel Taj 
Vivant are advised to take 
Badria Junction-Nileshwar 
Road-Rosario Road.

Vehicles heading towards 
Badria Junction from Hamil-
ton Junction via Taj Vivant 
front should take an alterna-
tive route via Hamilton Junc-
tion - Nellikai Road.

Vehicles travelling from 
Pumpuvel Junction towards 
Padil via Naguri or from 
Padil via Naguri towards 
Pumpuvel can use the Nan-
thur Circle – Kaikamba – 
Maroli route. Alternatively, 
they can also travel via Thok-
kottu – Deralakatte – Mudipu 
– Boliyar – Melkar route.

Vehicles going to and from 
Bajal Cross (Praja Soudha) 
towards Bajal or Kankanadi 
Junction Railway Station are 
advised to continue on Na-
tional Highway 66 and travel 
v i a  J a p p i n a m o g a r u 
Dwara-Bajal instead of the 
Padil-Bajal Cross route.

 The City Police 
Commissioner has appealed to 
the public to avoid unnecessary 
travel on major routes and to 
cooperate in smoothing the 
traffic system by using 
alternative routes as much as 
possible. The police department 
has requested the public’s 
cooperation with the message 
“Follow Traffic Rules, Save Lives” 
and “Follow Traffic Rules, Save 
Lives”.

Minister UT Khader appeals for 
unity ahead of Cabinet meet 

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

State health and family wel-
fare minister UT Khader on 
Thursday appealed to the 
people, organisations, and 
political parties across the 
coastal region to unite and 
accord a grand welcome to 
the Karnataka Cabinet , 
which is scheduled to hold 
its meeting in Mangaluru.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Praja Soudha in 
Padil, Khader said the Cabi-
n e t  m e e t i n g  f u l f i l s  a 
long-standing demand of the 
people of Dakshina Kannada 
and would focus on develop-
ment issues concerning Kar-
nataka, Mangaluru, and the 
Tulunadu region.

The government is also 
expected to consider various 
representations submitted  
by the public and local  
representatives.

Khader said Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar had re-
cently held a detailed meet-
ing with MLAs from Man-
galuru, Udupi, and Uttara 
Kannada, during which de-
partment-wise requirements 
and development issues 
were discussed.

Appealing against pro-
posed protests during the 
Cabinet's visit, Khader said 
Tulunadu is known for its 
culture of harmony and hos-
pitality.

Referring to concerns over 
prison jammers, he said the 

issue was not new and that 
shifting the existing jail to 
Mudipu would provide a 
permanent solution to both 
the jammer-related concerns 
and space constraints.

He also urged those plan-
ning demonstrations to with-
draw them and cooperate 
with the celebrations wel-
coming the Cabinet.

Defends private hospitals' 
role in government health-
care
Speaking on private medical 
colleges and hospitals sup-
porting government health-
care facilities, Khader said 
poor patients were not being 
charged for treatment.

He stated that private in-
stitutions provide doctors 

and staff through their own 
resources and CSR initia-
tives. He pointed out that the 
model, first implemented in 
Ullal, had increased daily 
patient attendance from 
around 60 to nearly 600.

Shouldn't the poor receive 
quality healthcare in govern-
ment hospitals, he asked 
w h i l e  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  
initiative.

Khader said the Chief 
Minister and Cabinet Minis-
ters are expected to partici-
pate in programmes begin-
ning from a religious site, 
with Kadri temple likely to 
be the starting point.

Several proposals 
relating to tourism, 

healthcare, education, 
transport, connectivity, 
and other sectors would 

be placed before the 
Cabinet.

Khader said almost all 
ministers are expected 
to attend the Manga-
luru Cabinet meeting, 
with only one or two 

likely to be absent due 
to prior international 

commitments or  
Rajya Sabha-related 

responsibilities.

Stone Crusher, Quarry Owners Announce Indefinite Strike from Sep 18
Mangaluru

 
The Stone Quarry and Stone 
Crusher Owners’ Associations 
of Dakshina Kannada and 
Udupi districts have an-
nounced an indefinite strike 
from September 18, demand-
ing an end to the dual system 
of royalty collection and im-
plementation of a clear, uni-
form single-point royalty pol-
icy.

The associations said royal-

ty is currently collected from 
quarry and lease owners for 
extraction of minor minerals. 
At the same time, royalty is 
also deducted when the same 
mineral material is utilised in 
works undertaken by govern-
ment departments, including 
the Public Works Department 
(PWD), Water Resources De-
partment and other agencies. 
They said this amounts to 
royalty being collected at two 
stages for the same material.

The associations demanded 
that royalty should be collect-
ed only once, either from the 
mine or quarry lease owner or 
at the end-user or concerned 
government department stage. 
They urged the government to 
discontinue dual collection 
and introduce a transparent 
and uniform mechanism ap-
plicable across all depart-
ments.

According to the associa-
tions, the existing system has 

increased operational costs 
and placed additional finan-
cial pressure on the quarry 
and crusher industry, particu-
larly small and medium-sized 
operators. They also pointed 
to differences in royalty de-
ductions among government 
departments, which they said 
have created uncertainty and 
operational difficulties.

The associations said they 
had made repeated represen-
tations to the government 

seeking a permanent resolu-
tion, but the issue remains 
unresolved. Consequently, 
quarrying, crushing and re-
lated supply activities in 
Dakshina Kannada and Udu-
pi districts will remain sus-
pended indefinitely from 
September 18.

They clarified that the agi-
tation is not directed against 
any individual, department or 
authority, but is aimed at se-
curing a fair, lawful and uni-

form royalty collection mech-
anism.

The associations appealed 
to the government to stop 
dual royalty collection, stan-
dardise rules across depart-
ments, review the existing 
mechanism and convene an 
urgent meeting with industry 
representatives to find a per-
manent solution.

“One Mineral – One Royal-
ty – One Collection Policy,” 
they said.

Mangaluru woman loses 
Rs 13.74 lakh in scam

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A cybercrime case has been 
reported in which a 60-year-
old woman from the city was 
duped of Rs 13,74,319 by be-
ing told that she could double 
her profits by investing mon-
ey in the online stock market, 
according to a statement from 
the Mangaluru City Police.

A 60-year-old woman, a 
resident of the city, is the vic-
tim of the loss of money. A 
case has been registered 
against unknown cyber fraud-
sters at the CEN Crime Police 
Station.

According to the com-
plaint, on May 28, while the 
v i c t i m  w a s  c h e c k i n g 
WhatsApp on her mobile, she 
received messages from a 
WhatsApp group named 
'wsfx Global Pay / Quantam 
AI' suggesting that she could 
earn high profits by investing 
in stock trading.

After this, an unknown per-
son in the name of 'Joshua B. 
Saji' called the victim on 
WhatsApp from the number 
+447824915764. He strongly 
assured that if she registered 
with the company he men-
tioned and invested in trad-

ing, she would get double the 
profit.

The woman, who believed 
the unknown person, initially 
paid Rs 15,819 through UPI 
as instructed by him on May 
28. Later, the victim, who 
was eager for more profit, 
transferred a total of Rs 
13,58,500 through NEFT and 
RTGS to various bank ac-
counts given by the accused 
b e t w e e n  M a y  2 8  a n d  
August 27.

After investing, a woman 
tried to withdraw the money 
but was unable to. When the 
worried victim called the ac-
cused's mobile number, he 
disconnected the call without 
answering. When the suspi-
cious woman came to CEN 
Crime Police Station for 
questioning, it was confirmed 
that she had fallen victim to a 
network of cyber fraudsters.

Based on a complaint filed 
by a woman seeking strict le-
gal action against an un-
known network that defraud-
ed her of Rs 13,74,319 in in-
stalments from May 28 to 
A u g u s t  2 7 ,  t h e  C E N  
police have registered a case 
and are conducting further 
investigation.

Gadayikallu trekking reopens for 
tourists, 500 visitors allowed per day 
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The  popu la r  Gaday ika l l u  t r ekk ing  des t i na t i on  
in  the  ta luk  has  reopened for  tour is t s  s ta r t ing  
September 17.

Trekking at the site was temporarily suspended on  
July 8 as a precautionary safety measure due to the heavy 
monsoon rains. With the rainfall now subsiding and weather 
conditions becoming favourable, the wildlife division  
has decided to permit tourists to climb Gadayikallu once 
again.

To ensure safety and properly manage crowds, a  
maximum of 500 tourists will be allowed to undertake the 
trek per day. Beltangady wildlife range officer Sharmishta 
stated that trekkers must register and book their slots  
in advance through the official website. Upon arrival  
at the Gadayikallu entry point on their scheduled date,  
visitors can pay the prescribed fee and commence  
their trek.

Rapid revolution in the railway sector within a short span: MP BY Raghavendra
CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

MP BY Raghavendra stated 
that revolutionary changes 
have taken place in the dis-
trict's railway sector within a 
very short period, with the 
establishment of numerous 
new rail connectivity systems.

He was speaking after per-
forming the groundbreaking 
ceremony for a project worth 
Rs 1.88 crore to expand and 
develop the railway station 
platform at Haranahalli vil-
lage, near Shivamogga. He 
noted that the existing plat-
form, which is 250 meters 
long, is slated to be raised by 
one meter and widened by 
one meter. Once the work is 

completed, it will facilitate 
the stopping and operation of 
trains in this area.

The Koteganguru Railway 
Coaching Depot is set to be 
inaugurated soon. Following 
the official launch of the Ko-
teganguru depot, many new 
routes connecting to the coun-
try's prominent cities will be 
introduced; notably, Vande 
Bharat train services will 
commence. Additionally, the 
station will gain rail connec-
tivity to destinations such as 
Tirupati, Ernakulam (Kerala), 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Chandi-
garh, and Guwahati, effective-
ly transforming it into a rail-
way junction. He stated that 
this would facilitate travel 

across the country for the 
people of the Malnad region; 
the launch of the Shivamog-
ga–Shikaripura–Ranebennur 
rail service would establish 
connectivity to North Indian 
states, including Maharashtra. 
This will enable a large num-
ber of people to travel com-

fortably, easily, and at a very 
low cost. 

The Kotegangur Railway 
Coaching Depot, set to be in-
augurated in the next two 
months, is poised to become 
one of the state's four major 
depots. Maintenance opera-
tions currently conducted at 
Bengaluru’s Sir M Visves-
varaya Terminal, involving 
trains serviced once or thrice 
weekly will be shifted to Ko-
tegangur in the near future. 
Additionally, the goods shed 
in Shivamogga city will also 
be relocated to Kotegangur. 
He further announced that the 
railway stations at Talaguppa, 
Sagara, and Shivamogga 
would be upgraded at a cost 

of Rs 100 crore. While only a 
few trains operated on these 
tracks decades ago, more than 
28 trains now run daily; he 
urged the public to take ad-
vantage of these opportuni-
ties. 

MLC Dr Dhananjaya Sarji 
noted that revolutionary de-
velopments have taken place 
in the district's railway sector. 
He observed that the new rail 
connectivity has made it con-
venient for the general public 
to travel across the state.  

Former MLAs KB Ashok 
Naik and KG Kumaraswamy, 
along with Jagadish and nu-
merous other dignitaries, 
leaders, and officials, were 
present on the occasion.

4 key demands for coastal rail connectivity presented to Somanna
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

MLC  Kishore Kumar Put-
tur has submitted four im-
portant requests to Union 
Minister of State for Rail-
ways V Somanna to further 
strengthen the rail connec-
tivity between Dakshina 
Kannada and Coastal Kar-
nataka.

The first petition has 
sought to run additional 
special trains between Ben-
galuru and Mangaluru 
during the Dussehra and 
Diwali festivals. The peti-
tion states that the addi-
tional train service is re-
quired due to the increase 
in the number of passen-
gers during the festive  

period.
Another important de-

mand has been made for a 
permanent halt at Kaba-
ka-Puttur station for the 
B e n g a l u r u - M a n g a l o r e 
Vande Bharat Express.  
The  pe t i t ion  expla ins  
that this will facilitate  
connectivity between Ben-
galuru and Mangalore  

f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  f r o m  
Puttur and surrounding  
areas. 

A proposal to extend the 
M a n g a l o r e - M a d g a o n 
Vande Bharat Express to 
Bangalore via Londa-Hub-
li and to restructure the 
train traffic system has also 
b e e n  p u t  b e f o r e  t h e  
minister.

In addition, a request has 
been made to run a week-
end special train between 
Yeshwantpur-Mangalore 
Junction. It has been stated 
that this service needs to be 
started considering the in-
creasing demand of passen-
gers travelling between 
Bengaluru and Karavali on 
weekends.



P7 P12P11I B CI B C
W   RLD NEWS

HHCC
Certified English Daily

Modi pushes 
long-term vision 

for India’s chip 
mission

Dulquer’s 
‘Aakasamlo Oka 

Tara’ release 
date locked

Carney Backs 
Deeper 

Canada-EU 
Ties

www.ibcworldnews.comBengaluru HUBBALLI MANGALURU Mysuru Kalaburagi

The Truth Speaks FRIday  SEPTEMBER 18, 2026  Vol: 12  Issue: 064  Pages 12  E2.00

chstatenews@gmail.com

PM Modi @ 76: From Putin to Meloni, wishes pour in
birthday cheers resound

New Delhi
 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi turned 76 years old on 
Thursday, prompting a wave of 
celebration across the nation. 

Stars from the Indian film 
industry and political figures 
conveyed their best wishes on 
social media in a unique way, 
hailing his leadership, com-
mitment to public service and 
contribution to the country’s 
development. 

President Droupadi Murmu 
extends heartfelt birthday 
wishes to Modi. She wrote on 
X, “Heartfelt birthday greet-
ings and best wishes to the 
Prime Minister Shri @naren-
dramodi Ji. Over the past 25 
years, during your tenure as 
Chief Minister and Prime 
Minister, you have established 
many new benchmarks of 
good governance and impart-
ed unprecedented momentum 
and a new direction to inclu-
sive development. While ad-

vancing on the path of modern 
progress with a sense of cul-
tural pride, our countrymen 
are realizing the harmony be-
tween heritage and develop-
ment. I pray to God for your 
excellent health and long life, 
so that you may continue to 
relentlessly advance your 
campaign of public service 
and nation-building.”

Tamil Nadu CM C Joseph 
Vijay on Thursday extended 
birthday wishes to PM Modi, 
praising his efforts towards 
building a strong India.

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Ad-
ityanath extended birthday 
greetings to PM Modi, de-
scribing him as the “world’s 
most popular leader” and the 
architect of “New India”.

In a post on X, Italian PM 
Georgia Meloni wrote, “Hap-
py birthday to my friend @
narendramodi, to whom I 
wish health, energy, and suc-
cess”. Meloni further said that 
Italy and India “continue to 
strengthen their deep bond of 
friendship, building together a 
future of cooperation and 
prosperity for our Nations”.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin sent a message to PM 
Modi warmly congratulating 
him on his birthday. He wrote, 
“You are rightly enjoying a 
deep respect from your com-
patriots and great authority on 
the global stage. It is impossi-

ble to overstate your personal 
contribution to strengthening 
the special and privileged stra-
tegic partnership between In-
dia and Russia”.
Stars in celebration mode
Taking to his X account, Sal-
man Khan, while wishing 
Prime Minister Modi, wrote, 
“Janam Din Mubarak Ho 
Honourable P M Sahab, Wish 
you a very Happy Birthday 
Narendra Bhai Modi. Jai 
Hind. @narendramodi”

Addressing Modi as “Hon-
ourable PM,” Shah Rukh 
Khan also wrote, “Here’s wish-
ing you a very Happy Birthday, 
Honourable PM @narendra-
modi ji. To many more years of 
good health, happiness and 
fulfilment. May you always 
carry the strength and positiv-
ity to inspire the nation.”

The BJP is holding ‘Seva 
Sankalp Abhiyan’ across In-
dia from September 17 to Oc-
tober 17 to commemorate Mo-
di’s birthday. 

79TH KALYANA KARNATAKA UTSAVA

CM rolls out anti-anaemia drive in KK
Drive targets pregnant women, adolescents and lactating mothers.

Kalyana Karnataka Economy Mission and Bio Economy 
Mission to boost investment and farm incomes.

Kalaburagi gets IT park, 50,000 housing sites, 
flyover, lake park and heritage circuit.

Kalaburagi
 

The Karnataka government 
will launch a special two-year 
campaign to combat anaemia 
in the Kalyan Karnataka re-
gion, with a focus on screen-
ing, prevention and treatment, 
particularly among pregnant 
women, adolescents and lac-
tating mothers, Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar announced at 
the Kalyan Karnataka Utsav 
held in Kalaburagi on Thurs-
day.

The campaign is among a 
slew of new measures an-
nounced by Shivakumar 
during the Kalyan Karnataka 
Liberation Day celebrations 
in Kalaburagi, covering 
healthcare, industry, agricul-
ture, infrastructure, technolo-
gy, tourism and sports.

The government will under-
take screening, prevention 
and treatment programmes 
over the next two years to re-
duce the prevalence of anae-
mia in the region. Special at-
tention will be given to preg-
nant women, adolescents and 
lactating mothers.

As part of its plans to accel-
erate industrial growth and 
investment, the government 
will establish the Kalyan Kar-
nataka Economy Mission 
(KKEM) as a Section 8 com-
pany. The mission will seek to 
attract large-scale investments 
and create new economic op-
portunities in the region.

A Bio Economy Mission 
will also be established to in-
crease farmers' incomes 
through processing and value 
addition of agricultural pro-
duce. The initiative will focus 
on major regional products, 
including tur dal, Kamalapur 
bananas, raisins and millets.

For Kalaburagi city, the 
government announced the 
construction of a flyover on 
the Sedam Road Ring Road to 
ease traffic movement. A new 
peripheral ring road is also 
being planned, with the De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) 
under preparation. A new lake 
and recreational park will be 
developed at a cost of Rs 30 
crore as a major green and 
public leisure space for the 
city.

The government will devel-
op 50,000 housing sites for 
site-less families in Kalabur-
agi district as part of its com-
mitment to inclusive develop-
ment.

Shivakumar also announced 
plans to develop an IT Park 
on 30 acres in Kalaburagi to 

expand the growth of the IT 
and innovation sectors be-
yond Bengaluru. Alongside 
this, KRIYA — Kalaburagi 
Research, Innovation and 
Youth Accelerator — will be 
established to promote inno-
vation, start-ups and young 
entrepreneurs.

An AI-based CCTV net-
work will be installed in Ka-
laburagi city and taluk head-
quarters to strengthen public 
safety, crime prevention and 
traffic management. The net-
work will also be used to 
monitor civic services, includ-
ing waste management.

The government will devel-
op a pilgrimage and heritage 
circuit connecting Kalaburagi 
Fort, Sharanabasaveshwara 
Temple,  Khwaja Bande 
Nawaz Dargah, Buddha Viha-
ra, Malkhed, Sannati and Ga-
nagapur. Heritage sites at 
Malkhed, Nagavi, Kalagi and 
Sannati are also being rede-
veloped through Kalyan Kar-
nataka Regional Development 
Board funds.

Ganagapur will be devel-
oped in the first phase at a 
cost of Rs 50 crore. A Vacha-
na Mantapa will also be es-
tablished in Kalaburagi to 
take the teachings of Basa-
vanna and the vachana tradi-
tion to the younger genera-
tion.

The CM said the Chan-
drashekhar Patil Stadium 
would be comprehensively 
redeveloped with modern 

sports infrastructure over the 
next two years. The govern-
ment would also enter into an 
agreement with the Karnataka 
State Cricket Association 
(KSCA) to develop cricket 
facilities benefiting the entire 
Kalyan Karnataka region.

A "Sports City" will be es-
tablished at Hadgil Haruti vil-
lage in Kalaburagi taluk to 
promote sporting excellence, 

with international-standard 
indoor and outdoor facilities 
for various sports.

The government will also 
undertake the Koti Vruksha 
Abhiyan across Kalyan Kar-
nataka over the next two 
years, with the objective of 
planting and nurturing one 
crore saplings to increase 
green cover and strengthen 
the region's resilience to cli-

mate change.
Shivakumar said the gov-

ernment was committed to the 
overall development of Kaly-
an Karnataka and stressed that 
development should extend 
beyond infrastructure to im-
proving the quality of life of 
the people.

"Kalyan Karnataka is our 
priority," he said, adding that 
the region was the "Shakti 
Peetha" of Karnataka while 
Bengaluru was the crown of 
the state.

Siddaramaiah’s 
statue installed, 

removed in 
Kalaburagi

Bengaluru: A statue of for-
mer Karnataka chief minister 
Siddaramaiah, installed over-
night at a spot in Kalaburagi, 
was removed by district offi-
cials on Thursday morning, 
drawing attention from local 
residents and leaders. 

The statue was reportedly 
brought to the location by a 
group of seven to eight people 
after sundown and installed 
without permission from the 
local authorities. 

The incident comes ahead 
of Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar’s scheduled visit to 
Kalaburagi for the Kalyana 
Karnataka Utsava celebra-
tions. Shivakumar is also 
scheduled to travel from Ka-
laburagi towards Afzalpur.

The spot where the statue 
was installed had already 
been associated with Siddara-
maiah. Around three years 
ago, the location was report-
edly named Siddaramaiah 
Circle, also allegedly without 
obtaining permission from the 
authorities. 

The newly-installed statue, 
made in a golden colour, de-
picts Siddaramaiah with his 
hands raised as if waving to 
supporters. After district offi-
cials were informed about the 
installation on Thursday 
morning, they reached the 
spot and removed the statue 
immediately.

What’s Kalyana Karnataka Utsava
Kalyana Karnataka Utsava is an annual cultural and 
public festival that marks Kalyana Karnataka Liber-
ation Day, celebrating the region's freedom from the 

rule of the Nizam of Hyderabad and its integration 
into the Indian Union on September 17, 1948.

CM's assurances in a nutshell
DK Shivakumar launched development works worth D1,775.41 

crore and unveiled a 10-point regional growth blueprint 
during the 79th Kalyana Karnataka Utsav in Kalaburagi.

Development package breakdown
Total outlay: D1,775.41 cr covering all seven districts of the Kalyana Karnataka region.

Foundation stones: 557 new projects estimated at D1,071.56 crore.
Inaugurations: 244 completed projects executed at a cost of D703.85 crore.

Major regional initiatives (10-Point Blueprint)
Infrastructure & urban development: Plans for a ring road and flyovers in 
Kalaburagi, alongside CCTV camera networks at taluk and district centers.

Housing: Construction of 50,000 residential sites for poor families without homes.

Technology & economy: Setting up an IT park on 30 acres and establishing a 
Kalaburagi Research, Innovation and Youth Accelerator.

Tourism & heritage: New heritage circuits covering Bidar, Basavakalyan, Kal-
aburagi, Ballari, and Vijayanagara, alongside E50 crore earmarked for Gan-
gapur development and a Vachana Mantapa.

Grower support: Launch of a Bio-Economic Mission for agriculture value addition.

Women centric steps: A special two-year campaign targeting anemia 
among pregnant women and mother.

Education & welfare: Targets to set up over 350 Karnataka Public Schools, imple-
ment admissions under section 371(J), and launch a 2-year campaign against anemia.

Water resources: Joint efforts by Karnataka, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh to re-
place all 19 gates of the Tungabhadra reservoir to save roughly 30 TMC of water.

Modi pitches 
India as trusted 
global chip hub

New Delhi
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday pitched India as a 
trusted alternative for global 
manufacturing, telling chip in-
dustry leaders that his govern-
ment is taking every step nec-
essary to make the country a 
preferred semiconductor desti-
nation.

"The world is looking for 
new and trusted manufacturing 
destinations; India is steadily 
preparing itself to meet this 
need," Modi said, inaugurating 
the fifth edition of the SEMI-
CON India conference here. 
"India is taking every step 
needed to become a preferred 
destination for the semicon-
ductor industry."

The PM paired the pitch 
with news that Indian-made 
chips have begun reaching 
customers for the first time. 
"Now our chips, coming out of 
India's plants, have started 
reaching customers in the 
country and the world."

He framed the push within a 
broader narrative of economic 
momentum, citing 7.8 per cent 
quarterly GDP growth, a re-
cent sovereign rating upgrade 
by a Japanese credit rating 
agency, and the New Delhi 
Declaration adopted at the 
BRICS summit India hosted 
this month. "India's economy 
is growing, and on the other 
hand, the world's trust in India 
is also increasing," he said.

"Young talents who are re-
searching in India should come 

forward; the youth who are 
researching abroad should also 
join the development of ad-
vanced technologies in India," 
Modi said.

He called on semiconductor 
companies to expand research 
partnerships with Indian insti-
tutions and universities, saying 
greater industry-led R&D 
would benefit both companies 
and the country's technology 
workforce.

Modi thanks people worldwide 
for birthday wishes
Such gestures and blessings 
hold a very special place in 

his heart. He added that every bless-
ing strengthens his resolve to serve 
the people of the nation with even 
greater dedication and devotion.

-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

=> �PM Modi presented India as a trusted 
global manufacturing hub for the 
semiconductor industry.

=> �India has started commercial produc-
tion of chips, with products now 
reaching customers.

=> �The government is actively support-
ing the semiconductor sector through 
policy, investment, and R&D.

=> �India aims to build a complete semi-
conductor ecosystem, including de-
sign, equipment, and materials.

=> �The country is training a large engi-
neering workforce and expanding en-
ergy capacity to support the industry.

Key points

Tata Sons Board votes to reappoint 
Chandrasekaran for 3rd term

Mumbai: Tata Sons' board on 
Thursday voted to reappoint N 
Chandrasekaran for a third 
five-year term as chairman, 
weeks after he told directors 
he did not intend to seek re-
appointment, people famil-
iar with the deliberations 
said, a reversal driven 
by regulatory pres-
sure on the group's 
holding company.

RBI's listing mandate
The shift follows the Re-
serve Bank of India's rejection 
last week of Tata Sons' appli-
cation to surrender its registra-
tion as a non-banking financial 
company - a decision that re-
vives the prospect of a stock 
listing the company had spent 
over a year trying to avoid, in-
cluding by repaying more than 
Rs 21,000 crore in debt.

Board members reasoned 

that continuity of leadership 
would reassure prospective in-
vestors ahead of any listing 
process, sources said. Potential 
investors typically seek assur-
ance on management continui-
ty once a company embarks on 

an initial public offering.
Tata Sons' Nomina-

tion & Remuneration 
Committee will formal-
ly ask Chandrasekaran 
(63) to reconsider the 

decision he communicat-
ed to the board in August - a 

decision made before the RBI's 
ruling and under a different set 
of assumptions about the com-
pany's regulatory path.

Chandrasekaran has led Tata 
Sons since 2017, when he suc-
ceeded Ratan Tata as interim 
chairman, following the 
board's ouster of Cyrus Mistry, 
and was reappointed for a sec-
ond term in 2022.

Nurse attacked with machete,  
acid in B’luru; husband arrested 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A 26-year-old nurse was criti-
cally injured after her husband 
allegedly attacked her with 
acid and a machete following 
an argument outside a private 
clinic in JP Nagar here on 
Thursday morning.

The victim, Madhumita, 
works as a nurse at the clinic 
and had married the accused, 
Venkatesan, two years ago. 
She is from Kolkata, while 
Venkatesan hails from Tamil 
Nadu.

According to preliminary 
information, Madhumita had 
stepped out of the clinic after 
having breakfast when Venka-
tesan arrived on a motorcycle. 
He reportedly followed her to 
the hospital parking area and 
confronted her.

An argument broke out be-
tween the couple, following 
which Venkatesan allegedly 
poured acid on her and at-
tacked her with a machete. The 

incident occurred in broad 
daylight and was witnessed by 
several people in the area.

Passersby attempted to inter-
vene, but were reportedly un-
able to approach the accused 
as he was carrying the ma-
chete. Some witnesses record-
ed the incident on their mobile 
phones before alerting the po-
lice.

The Hoysala police reached 
the spot and arrested Venkate-
san. Madhumita sustained se-
rious injuries and was rushed  
to a hospital. Her condition 
was reported to be critical.

The JP Nagar police have 
registered a case of attempt to 
murder against the accused and 
are investigating the circum-
stances leading to the attack.

Police are also expected to 
examine witness statements 
and available video footage as 
part of the investigation. Fur-
ther details regarding the na-
ture and extent of the victim’s 
injuries are awaited.

Hariprasad stands by 
‘nationalist’ remark 

on jailed Umar Khalid
Bengaluru: Karnataka 
Congress leader BK Harip-
rasad on Thursday defended 
his description of jailed stu-
dent activist Umar Khalid as 
a “nationalist”, questioning 
the BJP’s authority to label 
him an “anti-national”.

The remarks came amid 
criticism from BJP leaders 
over Hariprasad’s comments 
on Khalid, who has been in 
custody since his arrest in 
September 2020 in connec-
tion with the larger conspira-
cy case relating to the Febru-
ary 2020 Delhi riots.

“This issue should be 
viewed within the constitu-
tional and democratic frame-
work of the country. Who 
are the opponents of the 
Constitution? Who are the 
opponents of the Tricolour? 
Who are the opponents of 
the national anthem?” Har-
iprasad told reporters in 
Bengaluru.

 More on Business page
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Farmers from Bidadi and sur-
rounding villages have an-
nounced a road blockade and an 
indefinite hunger strike at the 
Byramangala protest site from 
September 21, demanding a wri 
tten government order protect-
ing their land from acquisition.

The protesters said they 
would block the Harohalli and 
Bidadi roads and continue their 
agitation until they receive an 
official order on government 
letterhead, issued either by the 
deputy commissioner or the 
Chief Minister’s Office.

Shwetha, a farmer from Ho-
sahalli, said the protesters were 
no longer seeking further dis-
cussions and wanted a written 
assurance from the govern-
ment.“Until the written order 
copy reaches us, we will not 
stop the protest,” she said.

The farmers alleged that 
landowners were being pres-
sured to surrender their proper-
ties through family disputes, 
threats of legal action and ru-
mours about compensation. 
They claimed that, in some 
families, individuals were al-
legedly approached and asked 
to persuade relatives to give up 
their land or face complaints.

The protesters also alleged 
that farmers were being told 
they could receive Rs 2.25 crore 
if they surrendered their land im 
mediately, while those resisting 
would receive only Rs 1.5 crore. 
They attributed the alleged tac-
tics to people linked to officials 
of the Greater Bengaluru Devel-
opment Authority (GBDA).

The farmers said the govern-

ment had publicly stated that 
landowners could either surren-
der their land or retain it, but 
alleged that pressure continued 
at the local level.

They also claimed that hous-
es belonging to some farmers 
had been included in acquisi-

tion notifications and that some 
landowners were allegedly told 
their houses could be protected 
if they surrendered agricultural 
land.Organisers said at least 
1,000 people, including around 
500 women, are expected to 
participate in the agitation.

Bengaluru to get new system for multilayered plastic waste
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The CPCB has proposed new 
guidelines to strengthen Ben-
galuru’s handling of diffi-
cult-to-recycle multilayered 
plastic packaging.

The draft guidelines cover 
collection, segregation, sorting, 
recycling and disposal of mul-
tilayered plastic packaging 
(MLP), with responsibilities 
assigned to urban local bodies, 
producers and pollution-con-
trol authorities.

Category III MLP contains 
at least one plastic layer com-
bined with a non-plastic layer 
such as aluminium, paper or 

paperboard. Such packaging is 
widely used for food, dairy 
products, confectionery and 
personal-care items. In Benga-
luru, experts said mandatory 
segregation at source could 
help ensure MLP is collected 
separately as dry waste and 

sent through established col-
lection systems to material re-
covery facilities (MRFs) and 
aggregation centres.

The CPCB has proposed that 
registered recyclers and autho-
rised end-of-life facilities han-
dle the material under the Ex-

tended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) framework.

“Paan sachets are among the 
biggest culprits as they are dif-

ficult to sweep and remain as 
non-recoverable litter,” said 
Odette Katrak, founder of 
Beautiful Bharat. She said such 

waste can eventually break 
down into microplastics that 
may leach into soil and the wa-
ter table, calling for stronger 

penalties targeting manufactur-
ers. Under the 2018 guidelines, 
manufacturers were given two 
years to phase out MLP that 
was non-recyclable, non-ener-
gy-recoverable and had no al-
ternative use. However, experts 
said MLP use continues and 
con sumer awareness remains 
low. The CPCB has proposed 
material recycling as the pre-
ferred option wherever techni-
cally feasible. Non-recyclable 
MLP could instead be convert-
ed into boards or used in road 
construction. The guidelines 
state that such waste should not 
be sent to landfills or openly 
burned.

MLP WASTE RULES

Ensure eligible voters 
are not left out: 

Jagadeesh
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru Central City 
Corporation Commissioner 

Jagadeesh G. directed 
election officials to ensure 
no eligible voter is left out 

of the electoral roll. Ad-
dressing a meeting with 
recognised political par-

ties, Jagadeesh instructed 
EROs, AEROs and BLOs to 
accept claims and objec-

tions on the draft electoral 
roll and expedite notices 

on mapping discrepancies. 
He directed officials to 

conduct a trial run of on-
line processes before the 

special campaign on Sep-
tember 29 and 30. Citizens 

aged 18 and above can 
register using Form-6, ei-

ther online or offline. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government on 
Thursday declared 23 more 
taluks drought-affected, taking 
the total number of notified 
drought-hit taluks to 124 for 
Kharif 2026.

The Revenue Depart-
ment (Disaster Man-
agement) issued 
the order based on 
ground-truthing 
and a comprehen-
sive assessment by 
the Karnataka State 
Natural Disaster Monitoring 
Centre (KSNDMC).

In the first phase, the gov-
ernment had declared 101 ta-
luks drought-hit on August 27. 
Subsequently, the KSNDMC 
scientifically assessed the re-

maining 139 taluks 
following a continued 

dry spell in several parts of the 
State.

Ground-truthing was con-
ducted through a mobile appli-
cation in 214 villages across 24 
taluks, following directions 
from the Cabinet sub-commit-

tee on natural disasters headed 
by Deputy Chief Minister G 
Parameshwara.

Of the 23 newly notified ta-
luks, 21 have been classified as 
severely drought-affected and 
two as moderately drought-af-
fected. The severely affected 
taluks include Tiptur, Karatagi, 

Manvi, Sindhanur, Sirwar, 
Afzalpur, Aland, Chittapur, Ka-
laburagi, Yadrami, Shahabad, 
Bhalki, Basavana Bagewadi, 
Babaleshwar, Tikota, Rattihalli, 

Hubballi, Navalgund, Hubballi 
City, Annigeri and Kadur. Pon-
nampet and Virajpet in Kodagu 
district have been classified as 
moderately drought-affected. 
The declaration is effective im-
mediately and will remain in 
force for six months. Deputy 
commissioners have been au-

thorised to undertake relief and 
response measures under State 
Disaster Response Fund guide-
lines. Agriculture and horticul-
ture officials, along with deputy 
commissioners, have been di-
rected to conduct crop-loss sur-
veys and submit relief assess-
ment reports.

n �101: Taluks declared 
drought-hit on August 27

n �23: Newly declared 
drought-affected taluks

n �124: Total drought-hit taluks

n �214: Villages covered by 
ground-truthing

n �21: Severely affected taluks

n ��2: Moderately affected taluks

n �6 months: Duration of the 
notification

DROUGHT-AT-A-GLANCE

n �Technology: Elevated pod 
system

n �Vehicles: Driverless electric pods

n �Operation: Dedicated elevated 
tracks

n �Possible use: Tourism and 
last-mile connectivity

n �Key advantage: Lower land 
footprint

n �Potential sites: Hampi, hill sta-
tions, urban-adjacent destinations

POD TRANSPORT

Karnataka declares 23 more taluks drought-hit
The latest notification follows continued dry conditions, with authorities ordering crop-loss assessments, relief measures across affected areas.

WEEKLY REVIEW
The KSNDMC will review Karnataka’s drought situation 
every week as forecasts indicate below-normal rainfall 
in September. Authorities may notify additional taluks 
in phases based on eligibility. District administrations 
have been empowered to implement relief measures, 

while agriculture and horticulture departments will as-
sess crop losses. The government has directed officials 

to submit relief assessment reports at the earliest to 
facilitate necessary assistance to affected farmers.

“Additional 
taluks would be 

notified in phases based 
on their eligibility.”

- Government 
sources

Bidadi farmers announce 
road blockade, hunger strike

FARMERS’ DEMANDS
The protesters are seeking a written government 

order stating that their land will not be acquired. They 
said oral assurances were insufficient and wanted 

the order issued on official letterhead by the deputy 
commissioner or Chief Minister’s Office. Farmers have 
also alleged pressure tactics, including threats of legal 

action, family disputes and compensation-related 
claims, while seeking protection for agricultural land 

and houses covered by acquisition notifications.

Farmers opposing 
land acquisition in 
Bidadi and nearby 

villages have 
announced 

intensified protests, 
demanding formal 

government 
protection for their 

properties.

n �Sept 21: 
Agitation 
begins

n �Venue: 
Byramanga-
la protest site

n �Road 
blockade: 
Harohalli and 
Bidadi roads

PROTEST PLAN
n �Protest: 

Indefinite 
hunger 
strike

n �Expected 
turnout: 
1,000+

n �Women 
expected: 
Around 500

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka is exploring the 
use of elevated pod transport 
systems at tourism destina-
tions and other space-con-
strained locations, following 
a study visit by a State dele-
gation to Sharjah in the UAE.

The delegation, led 
by Energy and 
Tourism Min-
is ter  K J 
George, ex-
amined the 
s y s t e m ’ s 
technical de-
sign, operational 
model, passenger ca-
pacity, safety features and con-
nectivity potential.

Unlike conventional road or 
rail infrastructure, the elevated 
system operates above ground 
and requires relatively little 
ground-level space. Officials 
discussed its possible use for 
internal mobility at tourism 

destinations, 
last-mile 
connectiv-
ity and ar-
eas where 

land acqui-
sition could 

pose challenges.
Potential locations include 

major tourism destinations 
such as Hampi, hill stations 
and tourist sites located near 
urban areas. The technology cou 
ld also be considered at places 
where limited land availability 
makes con- ventional infrastruc-
ture difficult. Geor -ge said the 

visit was aimed at studying 
emerging transport technolo-
gies being used globally and 
assessing their suitability for 
Karnataka.

“We will examine the techni-
cal, financial, safety and opera-
tional feasibility of the system 
we saw in Sharjah,” George 
said, adding that its application 
at selected locations would be 

explored.
Tourism Department Secre-

tary Ram Prasath Manohar said 
technologies offering connec-
tivity with a lower land foot-
print could be useful at select 
tourism destinations. He said a 
comprehensive feasibility study 
would examine local geogra-
phy, passenger volumes, cost, 
maintenance and safety before 
locations are identified.

Karnataka State Tourism De-
velopment Corporation Chair-
man M Srinivas, Tourism Com-
missioner and KSTDC Manag-
ing Director Shivaprasad P R, 
and Tourism Minister’s Advisor 
Santrupt H V were among those 
present during the visit.

An elevated pod transport 
system, also known as Per-
sonal Rapid Transit or a pod 
taxi network, typically uses 
small, driverless electric vehi-
cles operating on dedicated 
elevated tracks for point-to-
point travel.

Karnataka studies elevated pod transport for tourism
A State delegation 

examined Sharjah’s 
elevated pod network 
to assess its potential 
for improving access 

and mobility at 
Karnataka tourism 

destinations.

WHY MLP IS A PROBLEM
Multilayered plastic packaging is difficult to 

recycle because it combines different materi-
als. In Bengaluru, poor segregation and collec-
tion can result in such waste entering landfills, 

drains or open spaces. Paan sachets and simi lar 
small packets are particularly difficult to re cover. 
The CPCB’s proposed framework seeks stronger 

segregation, collection, recycling and producer 
responsibility, while encouraging alter natives for 

MLP that cannot be technically recycled.

n �Category: Plastic + non-plastic layers

n �Common use: Food, dairy, confectionery 
and personal care

n �First step: Segregation at source

n �Processing: MRFs and aggregation centres

n �Preferred option: Material recycling

n �Alternative use: Boards and road construction

n �Not allowed: Landfilling and open burning

BENGALURU MLP WASTE

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An agricultural theme park 
based on the ‘Swayam Krishi’ 
concept was inaugurated at 
Koluru village in Tavarekere 
Hobli on the outskirts of Ben-
galuru, aiming to create 
awareness about farming 
among the younger genera-
tion.

The initiative, led by farmer 
and entrepreneur Ravi K.S., 
seeks to provide visitors,  
particularly youth, with prac-
tical exposure to agriculture 
and the realities of farming. 
The inauguration was attend-
ed by newspaper editors 
Ravindra Bhat,  Channe  
Gowda and Jogi, along  
with Dr B.T. Rudresh and se-
nior government official 
Hiremath.

Before the inauguration, the 
dignitaries toured the farm in 
a bullock cart. They later par-
ticipated in symbolic plough-
ing and seed-sowing ceremo-
nies, marking the formal 
launch of the theme park.

The guests welcomed the 
initiative and stressed the  
importance of providing com-
prehensive knowledge about 
agriculture to future genera-
tions. They said such efforts 

could help young people un-
derstand farming practices 
and the role of agriculture in 
society. Senior actor Suchen-
dra Prasad, who has support-
ed and guided the project 
since its inception, said 
‘Swayam Krishi’ offers youth 
an opportunity to see and un-
derstand the realities of farm-
ing.

“‘Swayam Krishi’ is like a 
mirror that reflects the reality 
of farming to today’s youth,” 
Prasad said.

He also noted that the farm 
could serve as a location for 
film shoots and said Ravi 
K.S.’s interest in film produc-
tion could create opportuni-
ties for collaboration between 
agriculture and the film indus-
try.

Prasad said he would take 
steps to invite artists to the 
venue in future and help 
spread awareness about the 
initiative.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Traffic Police 
has announced traffic restric-
tions and diversions in parts of 
the city ahead of Ganesha idol 
immersion processions sched-
uled for September 18.

The procession will pass 
through the KG Halli and Pu-
lakeshinagar traffic police lim-
its from 11 am on September 
18 until 4 am on September 19. 
Another procession will be 
held in Lingarajapuram and 
Banaswadi areas from 11 am 
to 10 pm on Friday and will 
conclude at Halasuru Lake. 
Traffic restrictions will affect 

Nagawara Main Road, Tannery 
Road and Davis Road, besides 
routes connecting Netaji Junc-
tion, Pottery Circle, Clark 
Road, Rogers Road, Arm-
strong Road and Hall Road 
towards Pottery Road.

Movement from Mosque 
Junction through Clarence 
Bridge towards Pottery Road 
will also be restricted. Vehicles 
from Lazar Road and Pottery 
Road Junction towards Sindhi 
Colony Junction will be divert-
ed via Buddhavihara Road.

Two-way traffic on Assaye 
Road will be changed to one-
way movement from War Me-
morial Junction towards Sindhi 

Colony Junction. Vehicle 
movement between Nagawara 
Junction and Pottery Circle 
Road will also be blocked.

In Banaswadi, restrictions 
will be imposed on routes from 
Chandrika Junction and Ling-
arajapuram towards the city 
via Hennur Bridge. Traffic 
from Chandrika Junction to-
wards Nehru Road, Ullasappa 
Junction and Kuvempu Circle, 
and from Kalyan Nagar 80 
Feet Road towards Uttam 
Sagar Junction, will also be af-
fected. Vehicles from Banas-
wadi Main Road towards the 
city will be diverted via IOC 
Bridge. 

Traffic curbs announced for Ganesha processions

Swayam Krishi theme 
park inaugurated 
near Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Switzerland-based Tenthpin 
Management Consultants has 
launched an Innovation Hub 
in Bengaluru, establishing a 
global centre of excellence 
focused on advanced thera-
pies and digital solutions for 
the Life Sciences sector.

The state-of-the-art facility 
at Global Tech Park, Kora-
mangala, was inaugurated by 
Juergen Bauer, Founder and 
Chairman of the Executive 
Board of Tenthpin, in the 
presence of Michael Schmidt, 
Founder and Executive Board 
Member, and Sachin Bhure, 
Partner and Managing Direc-
tor, Tenthpin India.

The Bengaluru hub will de-
velop AI- and cloud-driven 
solutions aimed at helping 
pharmaceutical and biotech-
nology companies accelerate 
complex gene, cell and tissue 
therapies from research and 
process optimisation to man-
ufacturing and regulatory 
readiness.

The centre will focus on 
emerging technologies, in-
cluding Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), Internet of Medical 
Things (IoMT), Advanced 
Therapy Medicinal Products 
(ATMPs) and intelligent clin-

ical supply chains. It will also 
work with research institu-
tions, universities and indus-
try partners in India.

“Our new office in Bengal-
uru is more than an expansion 
— it’s an investment in the 
future of Life Sciences inno-
vation,” Bauer said, highlight-
ing India’s talent, technical 
expertise and role in Tenth-
pin’s global delivery model.

Schmidt said Bengaluru 
would serve as the company’s 
delivery headquarters in India 
and strengthen its global ca-
pabilities in SAP and Life 
Sciences cloud solutions.

Bhure said the company 
plans to expand its Bengaluru 
footprint and double its cur-
rent team over the next two 
years.

Tenthpin, a global consult-
ing and technology specialist 
for Life Sciences, has deliv-
ery centres in Hyderabad, 
Bengaluru and Pune.

Tenthpin expands India 
footprint with Bengaluru 

innovation hub
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Karnataka ration 

shops shift to split 
hours

BESCOM customer 
interaction meeting in 

Chikkaballapura 

Chescom engineer 
rescues injured fox on 

Hunsur road

Open drainage crater 
sparks outrage in Hunsur

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
The Food and Civil Supplies 
Department has revised the 
operating hours of Fair Price 

Shops across Karnataka, 
effective October 1, 2026, 
announced Food and Civil 
Supplies Minister Rizwan 
Arshad. Under the revised 

schedule, ration outlets will 
operate from 7:00 AM to 
12:00 PM in the morning 

and from 4:00 PM to 8:00 
PM in the evening. Welcom-
ing the move, former district 

president of the Fair Price 
Shop Ration Distributors 

Association Halappa Hude-
jali stated that the split 

schedule will greatly assist 
daily wage earners, auto 
drivers, and construction 

laborers, enabling them to 
collect rations before leav-
ing for work or after return-
ing without losing wages in 

queues.

CH NEWS,  
CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Bangalore Electricity 
Supply Company (BES-

COM) will conduct a cus-
tomer interaction meeting 
across all its sub-divisional 

offices in the Chikka-
ballapura division on Satur-
day, September 19, at 3:00 
PM. Announcing the initia-
tive, P.G. Ramesh Kumar, 

Executive Engineer (Electri-
cal) of BESCOM Chikka-
ballapur Division, urged 

electricity consumers under 
the respective sub-divi-

sions to attend the session. 
He encouraged citizens to 

utilize the platform to regis-
ter complaints, discuss 

power supply issues, and 
seek timely, lawful redres-
sal for any service-related 

grievances directly from ju-
risdictional engineers and 

administrative staff.

CH NEWS, HUNSUR
Setting an inspiring example 

of compassion, Cha-
mundeshwari Electricity 

Supply Corporation 
(Chescom) Assistant Execu-
tive Engineer C. Kumar res-

cued an injured, endangered 
fox on Thursday.

While returning home to 
Hunsur after duty in Madik-
eri, Kumar spotted the in-

jured animal lying in distress 
on Arasu Kallahalli Road 

along the Hunsur-Piriyapat-
na route after being struck 

by a vehicle. He immediately 
halted his vehicle, carried the 

animal safely off the road, 
and alerted Forest Depart-
ment official Uday Kumar. 

Kumar waited nearly an hour 
until forest guards arrived, 
handing over the injured 

wildlife for urgent medical 
care before departing.

CH NEWS, HUNSUR
An open, collapsed drainage 
crater on Ganesh Gudi Road 
connecting Visveshwaraya 
Circle has sparked severe 
public anger against the 

Hunsur City Municipal Coun-
cil’s chronic apathy toward 

basic civic infrastructure. 
Commuters and schoolchil-
dren navigate the hazardous 

stretch daily, where local 
residents placed makeshift 

barriers over the cavity to 
avert accidents. Despite re-
peated petitions to munici-

pal authorities and the 
council president, no reme-
dial repairs have been initi-
ated. Accusing the adminis-

tration of neglecting city 
maintenance despite col-

lecting substantial revenues, 
MS Sathya Foundation 

President Satyappa warned 
that residents will launch a 
protest by planting banana 

saplings in the middle of the 
roadway if the hazardous pit 

is not repaired within two 
days.

Byrathi Suresh redefines 
welfare for Divyangjan citizens
Co-organized by ALIMCO and state bodies, officials stressed empowering disabled 
persons toward complete self-sufficiency, noting positive shifts in societal attitudes
CH NEWS,                              
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
The provision of assistive 
equipment and supportive 
welfare schemes to persons 
with disabilities and senior 
citizens is neither an act of 
pity nor charity, but the ful-
fillment of their fundamental 
right to live an independent 
and dignified life, affirmed 
Chikkaballapura District In-
charge Minister Byrathi 
Suresh.

Speaking after inaugurating 
a mega distribution camp or-
ganized at the Sir M. Visves-
varaya Stadium on Thursday, 
Minister Suresh distributed 
tricycles, crutches, hearing 
aids, and specialized assistive 
gear to eligible beneficiaries. 

The program was organized 
jointly by the Union Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empow-
erment, the Chikkaballapura 
District Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, and ALIMCO. He 
observed that societal atti-
tudes toward persons with 
disabilities have evolved pos-
itively, emphasizing that pub-
lic welfare initiatives must 
focus on empowering recipi-
ents to become completely 
self-sufficient.

Addressing regional devel-
opment, Minister Suresh an-

nounced that pending land 
acquisition for the vital Yetti-

nahole Integrated Drinking 
Water Project will conclude 
within six months. He con-
firmed that land acquisition 
for the Gowribidanur package 
is complete, with over 90% of 
civil construction finished. 
Reaffirming the state govern-
ment's priority commitment 
under Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, he assured that 
Yettinahole water will begin 
filling lakes across Chikka-
ballapura district within a 
year without impediment.

Chikkaballapura MP Dr. K. 
Sudhakar stated that under the 
Central Government’s ADIP 
and Rashtriya Vayoshri Yoja-
na (RVY) programs, assistive 
equipment valued at ₹1.29 
crore was distributed to 1,429 
Divyangjan and senior citizen 
beneficiaries. MLA Pradeep 
Eshwar noted that along with 
Central programs, various 
State Government initiatives 
delivered assistive tools worth 
₹37.37 lakh to an additional 
500 beneficiaries.

Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu, Zilla Panchayat CEO 
Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat, Superin-
tendent of Police Padmini 
Sahu, and prominent district 
officials attended the distribu-
tion ceremony.

Nandi Medical College launches  
outpatient department 

District In-charge and Transport Minister B.S. Suresh 
inaugurated the Outpatient Department (OPD) of Nandi 
Medical College near Aroor on Thursday, significantly ex-
panding affordable, high-quality healthcare for rural and 
middle-class families without requiring travel to distant 
cities. Chikkaballapura MP Dr. K. Sudhakar termed the 

opening an emotional milestone, recalling his sustained 
efforts as former Medical Education Minister to establish 
a government medical college in the district. Meanwhile, 
MLA Pradeep Eshwar stated that a proposal will be sub-
mitted to the state government to name the new hospi-
tal OPD after Dr. Sudhakar’s mother, late Shanthamma.
Bagepalli MLA S.N. Subbareddy, Deputy Commissioner 
G. Prabhu, and Zilla Panchayat CEO Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat 

attended the event.

Farmers reject remote-sensing 
criteria for Gadag drought

Malingaraya Pujar, 
CH NEWS

 
Intense discontent has erupted 
across the agrarian community 
of Gadag district over what 
farmer groups describe as ar-
bitrary and discriminatory cri-
teria adopted by the Karnataka 
State Government in notifying 
drought-affected taluks.

The publication of the 
state's second official list has 
dealt a severe blow to dis-
tressed cultivators. In the ini-
tial notification, the revenue 
department designated only 
Gajendragad taluk as drought-
hit, leaving farmers elsewhere 
hopeful of relief in the subse-
quent phase. However, the 
newly issued second list incor-
porated only Nargund, Laksh-
meshwar, and Shirahatti ta-
luks, while once again omit-
ting the severely parched ta-
luks of Gadag, Rona, and 
Mundargi.

Agrarian bodies pointed out 
the acute contradiction be-
tween political outreach and 
bureaucratic action. Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar, 
accompanied by the District 
In-charge Minister, had recent-
ly undertaken direct field in-
spections in parched stretches 
of Gadag and Mundargi. 
During the visit, top state lead-
ership witnessed standing 
crops wilting and received di-
rect representations from dis-
traught growers. Cultivators 
expressed deep dismay that 
firsthand ground observation 
by the state’s executive leader-

ship yielded no administrative 
declaration, accusing desk-
bound officials of relying 
blindly on remote sensing and 
theoretical satellite metrics 
rather than ground realities.

Monsoon failures across 
Gadag district have led to crit-
ical hydrological depletion, 
drying up open irrigation 
wells, village tanks, and bunds. 
Sown crops are rotting or with-
ering from severe soil moisture 
stress. 

Agronomists and farmer 
representatives argued that cli-
matic conditions and crop dev-
astation are uniform across the 
district's boundaries, making 
selective notifications unjusti-
fiable. 

Farmer federations have de-
manded that the state immedi-
ately notify the entire district 
of Gadag as fully drought-af-
fected. They called for imme-
diate financial relief, including 
direct input subsidies, crop 
loss indemnities, and waivers 
on institutional agricultural 
loans.  

CM D.K. Shivakumar himself 
came to our dry lands in 
Mundaragi and Gadag and saw 
the crop damage with his own 
eyes. Even after the state 
leaders came and saw, they did 
not declare a drought in our 
taluks. What more can we say 
about this government system? 
It is a slap in the face to us that 
they are giving the pretext of a 
technical report even though we 
can see it with our own eyes.

- Ashwini Bidnal (Gowdar), farmer leader

Protect senior property rights: AC Dr. Kantaraj
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

 
Senior citizens must cultivate 
active awareness of their legal 
rights and seek prompt insti-
tutional recourse whenever 
confronted with distress, ne-
glect, or harassment, affirmed 
Sub-Divisional Officer (As-
sistant Commissioner) Dr. 
Kantaraj.

Presiding over a sports and 
cultural competition organized 
to mark World Senior Citi-
zens Day 2026 at the Old Sec-
ondary School premises on 
Thursday, Dr. Kantaraj high-
lighted the legal safeguards 
available under the Mainte-
nance and Welfare of Parents 

and Senior Citizens Act, 
2007. The event was jointly 
organized by the Chitradurga 
District Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, Women and Child 
Development Department, 
Department for Empower-
ment of Differently Abled and 
Senior Citizens, and regional 
elders' associations.

Dr. Kantaraj explained that 
aggrieved seniors facing mis-
treatment or abandonment by 
family members can lodge a 
complaint directly with the 
Sub-Divisional Officer's tribu-
nal on plain paper, which is 
treated as an official petition to 
summon respondents and en-
sure justice. Advising elders to 

exercise financial caution, he 
strongly recommended retain-
ing property ownership 
throughout their lifetimes rath-
er than transferring titles pre-
maturely to children, remark-
ing that modern social dynam-
ics often tie domestic respect 
to financial security. He also 
highlighted the state helpline, 
15100, for emergency assis-
tance and urged seniors to 
maintain physical and cogni-
tive health through yoga, walk-
ing, and engaging hobbies.

Inaugurating the conven-
tion, Senior Civil Judge and 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) Member Sec-
retary Shamir P. Nandyal 

highlighted that senior citi-
zens can approach either the 
Sub-Divisional Court or the 
Civil Court to secure statutory 
maintenance allowances from 
negligent children. He urged 
the public to utilize the up-
coming third National Lok 
Adalat on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, for swift, amicable 
dispute settlements.

Women and Child Welfare 
Deputy Director Vijay Kumar 
K.H., District Advocates As-
sociation President H.S. Ma-
heshwarappa, District Dis-
abled Welfare Officer Vaisha-
li J., and several community 
leaders attended the obser-
vance.

‘78 years later, Kalyana Karnataka 
awaits true freedom’

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
 

Seventy-eight years after the 
historic integration of the 
erstwhile Hyderabad State 
into the Indian Union on Sep-
tember 17, 1948, the Kalyana 
Karnataka region remains 
shackled by chronic so-
cio-economic backwardness, 
turning annual Liberation 
Day commemora-
tions into hollow 
administrative ritu-
als. 

Despite consti-
tutional safe-
guards under 
Article 371(J), 
dedicated devel-
opment boards, 
and substantial 
budgetary outlays, 
deep regional dispar-
ities persist. The sharp 
divide becomes apparent 
crossing Chitradurga into Vi-
jayanagara and Koppal, 
where industrialization, qual-
ity public healthcare, and ro-
bust agrarian infrastructure 
remain absent. Critics argue 
that prolonged political rule 

has failed to address critical 
human development indica-
tors, leaving rural communi-
ties plagued by child malnu-
trition, substandard schooling, 
and distress out-migration to 
Bengaluru. 

While Article 371(J) was 
envisioned as a comprehen-
sive instrument to expand 
higher education, vitalize ir-

rigation, and build 
industrial capac-

i t y,  i t  h a s 
largely been 
reduced to 
state gov-
e r n m e n t 
job quo-
tas—a sys-
t e m  i n -

c reas ing ly 
marred by re-

cruitment mal-
practices and 

b u r e a u c r a t i c 
opacity. Vital irrigation proj-
ects like Upper Krishna, Na-
vali, and Tungabhadra face 
chronic delays,  forcing 
smallholders to abandon ag-
riculture. 

Compounding the crisis, 

development remains heavily 
centralized around Kalabura-
gi, while districts like Koppal, 
Raichur, Bidar, and Yadgir are 
largely sidelined. Though 
mineral-rich, the region is rel-
egated to polluting extractive 
units, while high-value infor-
mation technology and 
knowledge hubs are diverted 
to southern Karnataka. Over 
60,000 public vacancies per-
sist—including 30,000 teach-
ing posts—crippling state in-
stitutions. 

HIGHLIGHTS
• �Region suffers sixty thou-

sand vacant government 
posts.

• �Thirty thousand teacher 
vacancies plague educa-
tional delivery.

• �Two thousand applicants 
chase ten nursing positions.

• �Industrial mix favors pollut-
ing extraction over IT/GCC.

• �Jeans Park Ballari project 
faces severe implementa-
tion delays.

It 
feels as though 

sinners are being 
banished to hell; does 

that mean we are living in 
hell? Is this soil, where we 

were born and raised, cursed in 
the eyes of the government?

Dr. Basavaraj S. Kavatar, 
BJP Leader, Koppal

Cleanliness must 
become a way of life: 

Basamma Hudeda
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Cleanliness must not be treated mere-
ly as a civic duty but embraced as an 
essential daily habit, stated Zilla Pan-
chayat Swachh Bharat Mission 
(SBM) consultant Basamma Hudeda. 
Speaking after inaugurating a com-
munity voluntary labor (shramdaan) 
drive organized under the 'Swachhata 
Hi Seva' fortnight at the Government 
Model Senior Primary School in Hal-
ageri village on Thursday, Hudeda 
stressed that sustainable sanitation 
can only be achieved when every cit-
izen actively adopts responsible 
waste management. She urged house-
holds to segregate wet and dry waste 
systematically and utilize the dispos-
al mechanisms set up by the Gram 
Panchayat rather than dumping re-
fuse in public spaces.

Recommending that citizens dedi-
cate at least two hours each week to 
sanitation activities, she highlighted 
how voluntary labor serves as healthy 
physical exercise while preserving 
civic beauty. Hudeda also called for 
a drastic cut in single-use plastics and 
encouraged community tree planting 
to restore ecological balance and aid 
rural agriculture, reiterating that 
maintaining civic hygiene requires 
collective public partnership along-
side official governance.

Delivering the introductory re-
marks, Panchayat Development Of-
ficer (PDO) Sangamesh Terina an-
nounced that the intensive 'Swachha-
ta Hi Seva' campaign will run from 
September 17 through October 2. 
During this period, comprehensive 
cleanliness drives will target local 
schools, anganwadis, religious sites, 
ancient stepwells (kalyanis), open 
wells, percolation ponds (gokattes), 
and rural canals.

During the event, Taluk Panchayat 
IEC Coordinator Devaraja Pattara 
administered the Swachhata pledge 
to the participants, which included 
SDMC President Nagaraj Ojanahalli, 
School Headmistress Saroja Gowder, 
teachers, and grassroots Anganwadi 
and Sanjeevini project personnel.

Horatti challenges govt stance on school closures
CH NEWS, Hubballi

 
Around 60% of private aided 
schools and colleges in North 
Karnataka are facing the pros-
pect of closure due to several 
government decisions, Legis-
lative Council member Basa-
varaj Horatti said.

Speaking to reporters at a 
press conference in the city 
on Thursday, Horatti said the 
shortage of teachers had be-
come a major concern. He 
alleged that government funds 
were not being released to 
Kannada-medium aided 
schools and colleges due to 

the government’s guarantee 
schemes, leaving several pri-
vate educational institutions 
in financial distress.

“The rules applicable to 
government schools should 
also be implemented in aided 
schools. North Karnataka has 
always been treated with a 
stepmotherly attitude. The 
government should not intro-
duce new schemes and dam-
age the existing education 
system,” he said.

Horatti warned that if the 
situation continued, aided and 
private schools and colleges 
would be shut from Novem-

ber 3 and an indefinite protest 
would be launched.

He alleged that the educa-
tion sector had been neglected 
since Siddaramaiah became 
Chief Minister and claimed 
that the entire education sys-
tem had suffered as a result.

“We have submitted repre-
sentations to the government, 
but there has been no benefit. 
On November 2, we will hold 
a march in Dharwad and sub-
mit a memorandum to the 
Deputy  Commiss ioner. 
Around 10,000 teachers are 
expected to participate,” he 
said.

Former MLA challenges 
Vishwakarma youth to lead

CH NEWS, HUNSUR
 

Former MLA H.P. Manju-
nath called upon the youth 
of the Vishwakarma com-
munity to work collective-
ly toward educational, 
economic, and social ad-
vancement by uniting all 
sections of society.

Inaugurating the 11th 
annual  Vishwakarma 
Jayantotsava organized by 
the Vishwakarma Seva 
Samiti at Hunasegala in 
Hanagodu hobli, Manju-
nath emphasized that com-
memorative celebrations 
should transcend symbol-
ism to become active plat-
forms for community de-
velopment, nurturing tal-
ent, and empowering the 

next generation. High-
lighting the community's 
rich heritage in specialized 
craftsmanship and indige-
nous technical arts, he 
urged young people to 
adopt modern education, 
technological expertise, 
and contemporary oppor-
tunities under the guidance 
of elders. He stressed that 
organizational unity is cru-
cial for resolving commu-
nity challenges. Manju-
nath noted his personal 
contributions toward con-
structing community halls 
(Samudaya Bhavanas) 
across the taluk alongside 
state grants, assuring assis-
tance for the proposed 
Vishwakarma Community 
House in Hunasegala.
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PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj,
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ

«zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ
PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï), ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï 
«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ EªÀgÀ ªÀw¬ÄAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ 
KW-4 STD µÀgÀwÛUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÖAvÉ C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï£À ªÉÆzÀ®£ÉÃ PÀgÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß 
PÉ.¦.¦.¦. ªÀÄÆ®PÀ mÉAqÀgï£ÀÄß DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀ 
PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwªÉ.

Sl.
No. Name of Work

Work 
Valve 
(Rs.in 
Lakhs)

1

Providing LED Median lights and Street Lights to NES 
Circle to Magadi Kote and LED Street Lights to Road 
connecting from SH-3 NES Circle to SH-85 Road via 
Sri Ranganathaswamy temple road at Magadi Taluk in 
Bengaluru South District. 
PWD/2026-27/EL/WORK_INDENT42134

158.82 
Lakhs

ªÉÄÃ°£À mÉAqÀgï£À°è ¨sÁUÀªÀ»¸À®Ä EaÒ¸ÀÄªÀªÀgÀÄ ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï: 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
qË£ï¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ:17.09.2026 jAzÀ 24.09.2026, 
16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgï »AwgÀÄV¸ÀÄªÀ 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 24.09.2026 gÀAzÉ 16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ. 
ºÁUÀÆ ¥ÀÇªÀð¨sÁ« ¸À¨sÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¢£ÁAPÀ: 21.09.2026gÀAzÀÄ 12.00 
UÀAmÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ. ¸ÀzÀj mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß Karnataka 
Public Procurement Portal £À°è ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ 
F PÉ¼ÀUÉ ¸À» ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ£ÀÄß PÉ®¸ÀzÀ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è 
¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ. 

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ(«) 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/2786/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

On behalf of the Commissioner, BDA, Bengaluru, The 
Executive Engineer, NPKL Division, BDA, Bengaluru invites 
Tenders in two cover system from eligible Tenderers for 
the works of (1) Comprehensive Development Civil Infra 
Works of Park-1, Park-4 in 10th Block and Parks in 1 to 
11th Block of Banashankari 6th Stage, BDA (Civil Infra 
Works) (BDA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT276). Project 
Cost Excluding GST: Rs.14,82,93,918/-. EMD:Rs. 14,85,000/-
(2) Comprehensive Development Civil Infra Works of Park 
b/w Gottigerepalya & Nice Express Way in 6th Block, 
Park-1, Park-2, Park-4 and Park-5 of Banashankari 6th 
Stage, 3rd Block (BDA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT277). 
Project Cost Excluding GST: Rs.14,37,47,985/-. EMD:  
Rs. 14,40,000/-     Project Duration: Sl.No. 1 & 2: 9 Months 
(Including Monsoon Period). Last date for submission of 
Tenders: 30.09.2026 up to 16.00 Hrs. For further details 
kindly log on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in  or contact 
e-procurement helpline 080-25501216 / 25501217.
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7)  @BDAOfficialGok

Sd/- Executive Engineer, NPKL Division, BDA, Bengaluru

Section-I INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)
(Short-Term Tender Notification)

(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)

No.: BDA/EE/NPKL/TEN/T-254/2026-27 Date: 17.09.2026

Joshi launches 'Arogya Vahini' 
mobile clinics in Dharwad

On Modi’s birthday, Joshi distributed sewing machines to trained 
women, noting 14,838 trained and 959 supported in Dharwad

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI
 

The Union government's core 
priority is not merely to assist 
women but to transform them 
into job creators and self-reli-
ant entrepreneurs in align-
ment with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision of 
'Nari Shakti', stated Union 
Minister for Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution, New and Renewable 
Energy, and Education, Pral-
had Joshi.

Speaking at a distribution 
event organized in collabora-
tion with the Grama Vikas 
Society at his office on the 
Chitaguppi Hospital campus 
to mark Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's birthday, Joshi 
distributed sewing machines 
to trained women beneficia-
ries. He noted that across the 
Dharwad Lok Sabha constitu-
ency, 14,838 women have 
completed free tailoring 
courses so far, with 959 eligi-
ble candidates receiving free 
sewing machines to kickstart 
independent ventures.

Presenting developmental 
metrics, the Union Minister 
highlighted the grassroots im-
pact of Central welfare pro-
grams in the constituency. 
Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojana, women hold 
5.74 lakh accounts out of the 
total 10.35 lakh accounts reg-
istered in Dharwad, account-
ing for 55% of total beneficia-
ries. Furthermore, the Prad-
han Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
has provided 1,06,057 LPG 
gas connections alongside 
2,000 cooking stoves in the 
region. He detailed ongoing 
expansions under the Lakhpa-
ti Didi and Namo Drone Didi 

initiatives, the latter offering 
up to 80% subsidies and flight 
training to women's Self Help 
Groups for mechanized agri-
cultural spraying.

Announcing a major health-
care initiative, Joshi revealed 
that the 'Arogya Vahini' mo-
bile clinic scheme will soon 
launch across Dharwad con-
stituency. Under this program, 
fully equipped medical 
screening vehicles will be de-
ployed to each taluk to con-
duct specialized diagnostics 
and treatment for breast can-
cer and gynecological condi-
tions.

Sri Gurusiddha Rajayogin-

d r a  M a h a s w a m i j i  o f 
Moorusavirmath presided 
over the event and blessed the 
gathering. Grama Vikas Soci-
ety President Jagadish Nayak 
emphasized that comprehen-
sive rural infrastructure and 
economic self-sufficiency re-
main pivotal for national 
progress.

AT A GLANCE
• �Joshi distributed free sew-

ing machines to  
beneficiaries.

• �Fourteen thousand  
eight thirty-eight women 
trained tailoring.

• �Nine fifty-nine women 
received free sewing 
machines.

• �Jan Dhan accounts  
feature five seventy-four 
lakh women.

• �Ujjwala scheme delivered 
one lakh six thousand LPG.

• �Arogya Vahini mobile clin-
ics announced for taluks.

Karnataka tackles water 
scarcity with aquatic fodder

CH NEWS, Bengaluru
 

Animal husbandry serves as 
the economic backbone of 
Karnataka’s rural livelihoods, 
yet recurring low rainfall and 
water scarcity severely re-
strict green fodder availabili-
ty. Because conventional fod-
der grasses demand 50 to 60 
days to mature, integrating 
rapid, low-water alternatives 
like Azolla a nutrient-rich 
aquatic fern has become crit-
ical for sustaining dairy pro-
ductivity and livestock health, 
according to Chief Secretary 
Dr. Shalini Rajneesh.

Growing rapidly in symbi-
osis with nitrogen-fixing cya-
nobacteria (Anabaena azol-
lae), Azolla offers 15% to 
35% crude protein on a 
dry-matter basis, alongside 
beta-carotene, calcium, phos-
phorus, iron, and essential 
amino acids. While not a 
standalone substitute, it func-
tions effectively as a supple-
mentary feed that enhances 
digestion and milk yields. 
Recommended daily dosages 
include 1.0–1.5 kg for adult 
cows and buffaloes, 200–300 

grams for goats, and 10–15 
grams for poultry, substituting 
roughly 10% to 15% of con-
ventional concentrated feed.

Cultivation requires mini-
mal space and can be estab-
lished near cattle sheds. 
Farmers can excavate a pit 
measuring 2.6 m by 1.6 m 
with a depth of 1 meter in a 
shaded location, lining it with 
a 450 GSM UV-stabilized 
HDPE sheet. The bed is pre-
pared using rotten soil, ma-
nure, superphosphate, a min-
eral mixture, and water main-
taining a pH between 5.5 and 
7. After introducing 0.5–1 kg 
of starter culture, the system 
yields approximately 1 kg of 
fresh biomass daily from day 
10–15 onwards. Azolla must 
be washed thoroughly to 
eliminate dung traces before 
feeding to livestock.

Setting up a single cultiva-
tion unit costs ₹3,150 com-
prising ₹2,450 for materials 
and ₹700 for labor. For the 
2026–27 financial year, the 
state government has allocat-
ed ₹3.78 crore to establish 
12,000 units across 240 taluks 
in all 31 districts. Starter cul-
ture is accessible through Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), 
agricultural universities, and 
veterinary institutions at ap-

proximately ₹50 per kg.
To institutionalize vil-

lage-level fodder security, the 
administration has earmarked 
₹25 crore under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS). 

This program will distribute 
4,72,114 fodder seed mini-kits 
to farmers equipped with irri-
gation. Through formal mem-
orandums of understanding, 
the government plans to pro-
cure surplus fodder from these 
producers and redistribute it to 
livestock owners facing criti-
cal shortages, establishing an 
equitable, community-driven 
pastoral support network 
across drought-prone areas.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Azolla provides nutrient-rich 

low-water livestock feed.

• Units yield one kilogram fresh  
biomass daily.

• Unit setup cost totals  
three thousand one fifty.

• Government allocates three sev-
enty-eight crore units expansion.

• Fodder fund earmarks twenty-five 
crore via MGNREGS.

• State distributes four seventy-two 
thousand mini-kits.

Bhadra reservoir water released to relieve command area
CH NEWS, DAVANAGERE

 
Authorities commenced the 
release of water from the 
Bhadra Reservoir at midnight 
on September 17 to mitigate 
drinking water scarcity and 
support command (achukat-
tu) areas, Davanagere MP Dr. 

Prabha Mallikarjun an-
nounced.

Following representations 
from local farmers and resi-
dents, District In-charge 
Minister S.S. Mallikarjun 
consulted with Water Re-
sources Minister N. Chalu-
varayaswamy to facilitate the 

scheduled discharge. Water 
will be channeled continu-
ously until October 2 through 
the Bhadra Right Bank, Left 
Bank, Gondi channel, and 
associated distributary net-
works.

The decision serves as a 
precautionary intervention 

following deficient rainfall 
across August and Septem-
ber, which depleted regional 
water reserves. The discharge 
will replenish village tanks, 
bunds,  and percolat ion 
ponds, thereby recharging 
sinking groundwater tables 
across the basin. 

To combat fodder scarcity 
caused by low rainfall, 

Karnataka is promoting 
Azolla cultivation as a rapid, 

protein-rich livestock feed 
alternative. The state has 

allocated ₹3.78 crore to 
establish 12,000 cultivation 

units and ₹25 crore under 
MGNREGS for fodder seed 

kits, creating a resilient, 
village-level pastoral support 

network.

DJ culture bows to traditional 
sports in Lakshmeshwar

Malingaraya Pujar,      
CH NEWS

 
At a time when contemporary Ga-
neshotsav celebrations are increas-
ingly dominated by high-decibel 
DJ systems and boisterous street 
dancing, a local organizers' collec-
tive in Lakshmeshwar, Gadag dis-
trict, has won widespread acclaim 
by replacing commercial trends 
with traditional athletics and spir-
itual devotion.

The Vinayak Nagar Develop-
ment Committee organized a cul-
tural and sports evening centered 
on preserving fading heritage, 
spotlighting the traditional Indian 
sport of Mallakhamba. Young per-
formers trained by the Youth and 
Cultural Development Centre’s 
Folk and Sports Kutir from Har-
lapur, Kundgol taluk, demonstrat-
ed intricate acrobatics, yogic pos-
tures, and strength exercises on the 

vertical wooden pole. The 
display of physical agili-
ty, concentration, and 
rigorous discipline held 
the audience spellbound, 
serving as an educational 
showcase of rural sports 
traditions for the younger 
generation.

Complementing the 
athletic feats, the cele-
brations incorporated 
deep religious obser-
vance. Women mem-
bers of the local 'Shane-
shwar Balaga' gathered 
for a collective rendition 
o f  R u d r a 
P a r a y a n a 
(sacred Ve-
dic chanting). 
The synchronized 
devotional recita-
tions lent 
a serene 

and sanctified atmosphere to 
Vinayak Nagar, resonating 
strongly with attending devo-
tees.

Local residents and community 
elders commended the commit-
tee's conscious departure from 
westernized entertainment, not-
ing that elevating indigenous 
disciplines and Vedic practices 

restores the original cultural 
ethos of public Ganeshot-
sav. Observers highlighted 
the initiative as an exem-

plary model for festival commit-
tees across Karnataka, proving 
t h a t community celebra-

tions can success-
fully blend indige-

n o u s  a d v e n t u r e 
sports, cultural heritage, 

and spiritual devotion 
without relying on 

disruptive sound 
systems.

Rural workers urged to 
claim 125 work days

CH NEWS, SHIRAHATTI
 

Rural laborers across Shirahat-
ti taluk have been urged to 
make optimal use of the en-
hanced 125-day statutory wage 
employment guarantee under 
the Viksit Bharat–Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) 
scheme to prevent financial 
hardship and migration.

Addressing an Information, 
Education, and Communica-
tion (IEC) awareness cam-
paign a t  a  communi ty 
worksite in Koganur village 
on Thursday, officials detailed 
the scheme’s provisions for 
economic security and sus-
tainable livelihoods. Workers 
were instructed to participate 
consistently in designated civ-
ic and individual works to 
qualify for the full 125 days 
of guaranteed employment. 
Officials emphasized that 
steady and systematic engage-

ment on project sites is essen-
tial for maintaining uninter-
rupted wage allocations.

In line with directives from 
the Karnataka State Govern-
ment and the Gadag Zilla 
Panchayat, a taluk-wide Job 
Card Mela campaign has been 
rolled out. The initiative fo-
cuses on issuing new job 
cards, rectifying clerical er-
rors, and completing manda-
tory e-KYC updates to ensure 
transparent wage disbursals. 

The awareness session also 
familiarized women’s self-
help groups and rural house-
holds with available financial 
assistance, individual asset 
creation projects, and person-
al work entitlements aimed at 
strengthening household in-
come. Panchayat Develop-
ment Officers (PDOs), techni-
cal coordinators, technical 
assistants, grassroots staff, 
and village laborers attended 
the program in large numbers.

Mundaragi Ganeshotsav 
hosts vital blood drive

CH NEWS, MUNDARAGI
 

Blood donation contributes significantly to 
physical and cardiovascular health by help-
ing regulate cholesterol levels while foster-
ing mental well-being, observed Zilla Pan-
chayat Deputy Secretary C.R. Mundaragi.

Speaking after inaugurating a comprehen-
sive free health check-up and blood donation 
camp at the Taluk Panchayat premises on 
Thursday, he praised the local administration 
for integrating public healthcare initiatives 
into Ganeshotsav 2026. The initiative was 
jointly organized by the Mundaragi Taluk 
Panchayat, the Taluk General Hospital, and 
the Basaveshwar Blood Centre, Gadag. 
Highlighting that healthy young individuals 
can safely donate blood every three months 
without adverse health effects, he urged cit-
izens to come forward voluntarily, noting 
that routine donation stimulates cellular re-
juvenation. Taluk Guarantee Scheme Imple-
mentation Committee President D.D. Moran-
ala underscored the humanitarian necessity 
of voluntary blood drives, stating that timely 
donations serve as life-saving interventions 
for emergency patients and accident victims. 
Taluk Panchayat Executive Officer Vijaya-
kumar Badiger noted that organizing annual 
medical check-ups and donation drives 
during Ganeshotsav has become a sustained 
tradition that generates meaningful health 
awareness across rural communities. Hun-
dreds of rural residents availed themselves of 
specialized diagnostic screenings during the 
day-long camp, which featured non-commu-
nicable disease (NCD) screenings, electro-
cardiograms (ECG), ophthalmological ex-
ams, tuberculosis screenings, and diagnostic 
evaluations for diabetes and hypertension.
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Petrol dealers seek UPI MDR exemption on fuel sales
NEW DELHI

Representatives of the All-In-
dia Petroleum Dealers Asso-
ciation (AIPDA) met senior 
Petroleum Ministry officials 
on Thursday to seek exemp-
tion from the merchant dis-
coun t  r a t e  (MDR)  on  
UPI transactions for fuel  
purchases.

The dealers’ body said the 
additional MDR cost could 
put pressure on dealer mar-
gins because retail fuel sales 
are conducted on prescribed 
commissions.

Under the new UPI frame-
work, petrol and diesel pur-
chases above Rs 2,000 will 
attract a flat MDR of Rs 5 
per transaction. Dealers said 
such transactions account for 
around 30-40 per cent of to-
tal purchases across retail 
outlets in India.

During the meeting, Petro-
leum Ministry officials ex-
plained that the MDR was 
required to support develop-
ment of the next layer of In-
dia’s UPI digital infrastruc-
ture.

“Petroleum dealers have 
been at the forefront of 
adopting digital payments 
and have worked closely 
with the government to pro-
mote their use across the 
country,” AIPDA said in a 
statement.

The association said it 
would continue discussions 

with the government and 
seek a solution that addresses 
concerns of consumers, deal-
ers and other stakeholders in 
the UPI ecosystem.

Dealers have raised con-
cerns over the new charge as 
digital payments have be-
come an important payment 
method at petrol pumps, par-
ticularly for higher-value 
purchases. They are seeking 
a complete exemption for 
fuel retail transactions, citing 
the sector ’s  prescr ibed  
commissions and narrow 
margins.

The Finance Ministry has 
clarified that MDR is neither 
a tax nor a charge collected 
by the government or NPCI. 
Instead, it is distributed 
among payment ecosystem 
participants, including banks 
and payment application pro-
viders, to support UPI opera-
tions and expansion.

The Rs 5 flat MDR will 
also apply to transactions 
above Rs 2,000 in other es-
sential and thin-margin sec-
tors, including railways, tele-
communications, insurance 
and agricultural inputs.

UPI Fuel MDR Exemption

OpenAI to publish 
reports on AI 

misalignment

CSR spending  
rises 17.5% to  

Rs 22,563 crore

Hardware fair to  
bring industry 

together in Delhi

NEW DELHI
OpenAI will publish ongo-
ing reports on unexpected 
or unauthorised behaviour 

by its AI models, after 
identifying cases involving 
hidden mistakes, fabricat-
ed data and unauthorised 

actions. The company 
launched a framework to 
track, investigate and dis-

close model misalignment 
and released six initial re-

ports from training and 
evaluation. Reported cas-

es include models con-
cealing errors, fabricating 

information, searching 
public repositories for ex-
posed API keys and up-

loading files to public 
websites without permis-
sion. OpenAI said the re-

ports are not comprehen-
sive and individual inci-

dents should not indicate 
how frequently such be-
haviour occurs. In one ex-

ercise, GPT-5.6 Sol report-
edly instructed future 

models to hide errors or in-
vent missing information.

MUMBAI
 CSR spending by listed 
companies rose 17.5 per 

cent to Rs 22,563 crore in 
FY25 from Rs 19,208 crore 
in FY24, Crisil said in a re-
port. The number of com-
panies reporting CSR ex-

penditure increased 20 per 
cent to 2,013 from 1,678, 

marking the fastest growth 
in a decade. Education and 

skill development re-
mained the largest spend-
ing area at Rs 9,182 crore, 

followed by healthcare 
and sanitation at Rs 5,386 

crore. Environmental 
spending nearly quadru-

pled to Rs 2,371 crore, while 
rural development rose to 
Rs 1,632 crore and sports 
spending nearly tripled to 
Rs 753 crore. BFSI led sec-
toral contributions with Rs 

5,066 crore, followed by 
manufacturing and energy.

NEW DELHI
International Hardware 

Fair India 2026 will be held 
from October 23 to 25 at 
Bharat Mandapam, New 

Delhi, bringing together the 
tools and hardware indus-

try. Organised by Koeln-
messe with FIEO, the 

fourth edition is expected 
to feature 170+ exhibitors, 
10,000+ trade visitors and 

participants from 30+ 
countries. The event will 

showcase hand tools, 
power tools, industrial 

hardware, safety equip-
ment, fasteners, fittings 

and building materials. A 
Reverse Buyer-Seller Meet 
will connect 120 hosted in-
ternational buyers with In-

dian manufacturers and 
suppliers. A 2025 NITI Aay-
og report said India could 

generate over $25 billion in 
additional tool exports 
over the next decade.

Modi pushes long-term vision 
for India’s chip mission

India’s Semicon 2.0 will target at least 200 semiconductor chip design 
startups and companies, building on progress under its earlier mission.

NEW DELHI
 

India will target at least 200 
startups and companies en-
gaged in semiconductor chip 
design under the next phase 
of its semiconductor mission, 
Semicon 2.0, Union Elec-
tronics and IT Minister Ash-
wini  Vaishnaw said on 
Thursday.

Speaking at the inaugural 
session of SEMICON India 
2026, Vaishnaw said chip de-
sign would be the first of six 
pillars under the upgraded 
programme. During Semicon 
1.0, more than 105 startups 
attempted chip design, with 
around 20 securing venture 
capital funding of about Rs 
800 crore.

“That was just the begin-
ning. This time our ambition 
is much bigger,” Vaishnaw 
said, adding that the govern-

ment would support design 
activity across the full  
range of semiconductor  
requirements.

Semicon 2.0 will focus on 
six areas: chip design; ma-
chines and materials; addi-
tional fabrication units; ad-
vanced packaging; indus-
try-driven research and de-
velopment with academia; 
and talent development. The 
fabrication focus will cover 
display, memory, silicon, 
compound and logic chips.

Vaishnaw highl ighted 

progress in advanced packag-
ing, including a 3D facility 
being developed in Odisha, 
while stressing the need for 
further scale-up.

On talent, he said 70,000 
design engineers had already 
been trained in four years 
against a 10-year target of 
85,000 under the earlier 
phase. More than 400 univer-
sities now have access to 
leading electronic design au-
tomation tools.

Under Semicon 2.0, the 
government also aims to de-

velop one lakh skilled techni-
cians and factory-floor per-
sonnel for upcoming semi-
conductor plants.

Vaishnaw said the mission 
would build on the ecosys-
tem created under Semicon 
1.0 and support India’s  
long-term semiconductor  
ambitions.

The minister also recalled 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s guidance to focus on 
developing a long-term semi-
conductor ecosystem rather 
than concentrating only on 
sho r t - t e rm  f ab r i ca t i on  
targets.

“That was just the beginning. 
This time our ambition is  

much bigger.”
—Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union Electronics 

and IT Minister

Soil carbon 
payments reach 

2,550 farmers
NEW DELHI

 
More than Rs 2.9 crore will 
be distributed to 2,550 small 
farmers in Punjab and Hary-
ana through digital soil car-
bon payments for adopting 
regenerative farming practic-
es, the Agriculture Ministry 
said.

The first payments were re-
leased at an event at Punjab 
Agricultural University in 
Ludhiana. Dr ML Jat, Secre-
tary, Department of Agricul-
tural Research and Education 
and Director General, ICAR, 
initiated the Direct Benefit 
Transfer to farmers.

The first issuance covered 
around 30,000 acres and more 
than 50,000 carbon credits, 
with farmers receiving ap-
proximately Rs 3,000 to Rs 
15,000 each. The payments 
are part of the ‘Aadi’ farmer 
carbon programme launched 
by Grow Indigo in 2019 with 
technical guidance from 
ICAR.

Under the programme, 
farmers adopted practices in-
cluding Direct Seeded Rice, 
reduced tillage and crop resi-
due management between 
2019 and 2022. Greenhouse 
gas reductions and increases 

in soil carbon were measured 
and independently verified 
before carbon credits were  
issued.

The programme covers 
more than two million acres 
and over 100,000 farmers 
across seven states. It has is-
sued agricultural carbon cred-
its using the Verra VM0042 
methodology.

ICAR institutions supported 
the programme through 
greenhouse-gas accounting, 
crop-simulation modelling, 
soil sampling, device valida-
tion, field-team training and 
satellite and remote-sensing 
methods.

Dr Jat said climate-smart 
farming backed by scientific 
assessment and verification 
could create additional in-
come opportunities for small 
farmers while supporting wa-
ter conservation and im-
proved air quality.

The programme estimates 
that enrolled fields saved 45 
billion litres of water and kept 
more than two lakh tonnes of 
crop residue out of fires, 
avoiding an estimated 1,000 
tonnes of PM2.5 emissions.

Farmers receive payments 
based on their share of carbon 
credits generated from their 
fields, with Grow Indigo re-
leasing payments digitally 
from its own funds before the 
credits were fully sold.

More than Rs 2.9 crore 
will reach 2,550 small 
farmers in Punjab and 

Haryana through digital 
soil carbon payments for 

regenerative farming 
practices.

Soil Carbon: 
Statistics 
n �₹2.9 crore+ — Farmer 

payments 

n �2,550 — Farmers cov-
ered 

n 50,000+ — Carbon 
credits  

n 2 million+ acres — Pro-
gramme coverage

n 45 billion litres — Water 
saved  

n 2 lakh+ tonnes — Crop 
residue avoided  

Africa faces value-addition test 
as China expands trade

NEW DELHI

China’s decision to provide 
zero-tariff access to exports 
from more than 50 African 
countries is expected to in-
crease trade flows, but the 
move may not address struc-
tural imbalances in Africa-Chi-
na trade, according to a report 
by The Diplomat.

The issue was discussed at a 
seminar in Abuja on August 14, 
attended by nearly 500 govern-
ment officials, diplomats, aca-
demics and business leaders. A 
Nigerian minister cautioned 
against treating tariff relief as a 
complete solution for African 
economies, stressing that coun-
tries need to improve the value 

of their exports.
“Zero tariffs alone do not 

guarantee success,” the minis-
ter said, highlighting the need 
for greater value addition rath-
er than simply increasing ex-
port volumes.

China implemented the ze-
ro-tariff policy on May 1, 
granting duty-free access 
across 100 per cent of tariff 
lines to African countries that 
maintain diplomatic relations 
with Beijing. Early trade fig-
ures suggest the policy is al-
ready having an impact.

Chinese imports from Africa 
increased 23.5 per cent year-
on-year to $28.7 billion during 
May and June, while imports 
from Nigeria reportedly rose 

by more than 40 per cent 
during the same period.

Africa-China merchandise 
trade reached a record $348 
billion in 2025. However, Chi-
na exported goods worth $225 
billion to Africa, while African 
exports to China stood at $123 
billion, leaving Africa with a 
trade deficit of $102 billion.

The report said the imbal-
ance is linked more to the 
composition of trade than to 
market access. Between 2000 
and 2022, nearly 89 per cent of 
African exports to China came 
from extractive industries, in-
cluding oil, copper and iron 
ore. In contrast, manufactured 
products made up most of Af-
rica’s imports from China.

NSE cannot trade own shares on exchange, says SEBI chief
MUMBAI

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) Chair-
man Tuhin Kanta Pandey said 
the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) cannot currently trade 
its own shares on its platform, 
amid speculation over the ex-
change’s proposed initial pub-
lic offering.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the NaBFID Infrastructure 
Conclave 2026, Pandey said 
SEBI had not received any 
formal request or application 
from NSE seeking permission 
for self-trading.

“Currently, NSE cannot be 

permitted to trade (PTT) on 
its own platform,” Pandey 
said, according to NDTV 
Profit.

Pandey also said it was too 
early to assess any proposal 
related to the matter. The clar-
ification comes amid discus-
sions over whether NSE could 
eventually allow trading of its 
shares on its own platform af-
ter its listing.

The issue has gained atten-

tion ahead of NSE’s proposed 
IPO and follows comments 
earlier this month by BSE 
Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer Sundarara-
man Ramamurthy. He had 
said NSE would not be able to 
self-list under the existing 
regulatory framework.

Ramamurthy said BSE’s 
compliance team had sought 
clarification from NSE fol-
lowing reports that the ex-
change could seek permission 
for self-trading and issue an 
addendum to its draft red her-
ring prospectus (DRHP).

“NSE has confirmed no ad-
dendum will be issued for 

self-trading along with the 
offer document,” Ramamur-
thy said.

He added that BSE had 
sought permission to trade its 
own shares on its platform in 
2017 but was not granted reg-
ulatory approval.

The latest clarification 
comes amid reports suggest-
ing that NSE, after listing on 
BSE, could potentially seek 
permission to trade its shares 
on its own exchange under 
the “permitted to trade” cate-
gory. For now, SEBI’s posi-
t ion remains that  such 
self-trading is not permitted 
under the current framework.

India seeks technology edge in mining sector: Union Minister
NEW DELHI

India needs to shift from re-
lying on its resource advan-
tage to building technolo-
gy-driven competitiveness in 
mining and metals, Union 
Minister of State for Science 
and Technology and Earth 
Sciences Jitendra Singh said 
on Thursday.

Addressing a FICCI con-
ference, Singh said technolo-
gy should be integrated 
across the entire value chain, 
from geological exploration 
and mining to processing, lo-
gistics, recycling and down-

stream manufacturing.
He said the sector’s com-

petitiveness would depend 
not only on the scale of min-
eral extraction and produc-
tion but also on how effi-
ciently, safely, sustainably 
and intelligently India con-
verts its geological resources 
into high-value and resilient 
material supply chains.

Singh called for a shift 
from isolated technology pi-
lots to connected, scalable 
and trusted technology sys-
tems capable of transforming 
the sector at an industrial 
scale. He cited declining ore 

grades, deeper deposits, ris-
ing energy and logistics 
costs, geopolitical concentra-
tion of critical-mineral sup-
plies, decarbonisation re-
quirements and changing 
customer expectations as 
reasons for a technology-led 
approach.

According to the Ministry 
of Science and Technology, 
digital technologies can inte-
grate geological, operational, 
equipment, process, energy, 
logistics and market data. 
This can support faster deci-
sion-making through im-
proved visibility, prediction, 

coordination and automation.
Process technologies can 

improve extraction and re-
covery, help utilise low-grade 
ores and residues, reduce en-
ergy and water consumption, 
support lower-carbon metal 
production and strengthen 
separation, refining, ad-
vanced materials and recy-
cling capabilities.

Singh said these technolo-
gies could lower extraction 
and refining costs and im-
prove the competitiveness of 
Indian minerals and metals in 
domestic and international 
markets.

 “Currently, NSE cannot be 
permitted to trade (PTT) on its 
own platform.” 

—Tuhin Kanta Pandey, SEBI Chairman

India targets 
$500 billion 
electronics 
ecosystem  

by 2030
NEW DELHI

India is targeting a $500 bil-
lion domestic electronics man-
ufacturing ecosystem and 
$150 billion in electronics ex-
ports by 2030, as the Electron-
ics Component Manufacturing 
Scheme (ECMS) expands do-
mestic production, an official 
factsheet said on Thursday.

India’s electronics produc-
tion increased from Rs 1.9 
lakh crore in 2014-15 to Rs 
13.11 lakh crore in 2025-26. 
Electronics exports also rose 
from around Rs 38,000 crore 
to Rs 4.24 lakh crore during 
the period.

The government said the 
next priority is to deepen the 
sector through domestic com-
ponent manufacturing, higher 
value addition and stronger 
supply-chain resilience. Elec-
tronics are increasingly im-
portant across communica-
tion, healthcare, transport, fi-
nance, manufacturing and 
digital infrastructure.

The ECMS was notified on 
April 8, 2025, with an initial 
outlay of Rs 22,919 crore and 
a six-year tenure, along with 
an optional one-year gestation 
period. The Union Budget 
2026-27 increased its outlay 
to Rs 40,000 crore to further 
strengthen domestic compo-
nent manufacturing.

As of August 2026, 106 
projects had been approved 
across 15 states, covering 30 
electronic domain products 
and involving approved in-
vestments of Rs 69,548 crore. 
Production has already started 
at 38 approved plants, while 
another 16 projects are at ad-
vanced stages of construction 
or machinery installation.

The approved projects are 
expected to generate Rs 5.34 
lakh crore in production, 
while creating 74,628 direct 
jobs and around 2.5 lakh indi-
rect jobs.

UPI MDR changes raise security, 
cost concerns: CII chief

NEW DELHI

Recent changes to the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on UPI 
transactions need to balance payment security with the rising 
capital expenditure required to support India’s digital payments 
system, CII President R Mukundan said on Thursday.

Speaking to IANS, Mukundan said UPI had significantly im-
proved the ease of financial transactions but stressed that securi-
ty must remain protected as digital payments continue to expand.

Mukundan declined to comment in detail on the MDR issue, 
saying finance experts were better placed to determine the appro-
priate way forward. He expressed confidence that a meaningful 
solution would emerge, with the key challenge being to maintain 
transaction security while addressing additional capital spending.

On the BRICS Summit, Mukundan said the meeting brought 
member countries together and created greater warmth and 
alignment in discussions. He noted that BRICS has expanded 
significantly beyond its original membership.

He said the BRICS Business Forum saw positive engagement 
across four tracks, covering areas ranging from agriculture to 
high technology. According to Mukundan, the key message was 
the need to move from “intent to outcomes”, particularly in 
trade and investment.

Rupee settles  
3 paise lower  

at 95.94  
against dollar

MUMBAI

The rupee ended 3 paise lower 
at 95.94 (provisional) against 
the US dollar on Thursday af-
ter slipping below the 96-mark 
during intraday trade, with 
likely Reserve Bank of India 
intervention helping the cur-
rency recover from its lows.

The rupee opened at 95.88 
and touched an intraday low 
of 96.10, breaching the 96 lev-
el for the first time since July 
24. It later recovered to a high 
of 95.78 before settling at 
95.94.

The currency remained un-
der pressure from foreign fund 
outflows and global trade un-
certainties. Analysts also cited 
concerns after the US House 
of Representatives cleared 
legislation authorising Presi-
dent Donald Trump to impose 
tariffs of up to 100 per cent on 
India and other countries im-
porting Russian oil.

HDFC Securities Senior Re-
search Analyst Dilip Parmar 
said the rupee experienced a 
volatile session, initially 
weakening amid a hawkish 
US Federal Reserve and 
weaker Asian currencies. He 
said central bank intervention 
helped limit the losses.
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AT LAST, A VOICE FROM 
WITHIN THE RULING 

PARTY FOR KPSC REFORM

At last, a lone voice has risen from within the ruling party 
calling for the abolition of the Karnataka Public Service 
Commission (KPSC), an institution that has for years 

faced allegations of corruption, nepotism, irregularities and lack 
of transparency.

Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Minister Eshwar B. 
Khandre has now urged Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar to 
consider scrapping the KPSC and either restructure the recruit-
ment system on the lines of the Union Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC) or entrust the responsibility to the Karnataka Ex-
amination Authority (KEA).

The suggestion is significant because similar demands have 
been raised by members of the Opposition in the past. The gov-
ernment, however, did not appear inclined to act on those sug-
gestions. The fact that a minister from the ruling establishment 
has now openly called for shelving the KPSC should prompt a 
serious examination of the way recruitment to government ser-
vices is conducted in Karnataka.

Khandre said serious allegations had been levelled against the 
KPSC since 1998 and argued that a new system was necessary 
to ensure transparent recruitment. He maintained that the KPSC, 
being an autonomous body, had a responsibility to conduct re-
cruitment to various departments in a transparent manner and 
that the failure to inspire confidence warranted consideration of 
its abolition.

His remarks have come amid the controversy surrounding the 
alleged irregularities in the recruitment of veterinary doctors.

The minister’s proposal to strengthen the KEA deserves par-
ticular attention. The KEA already has experience in conducting 

examinations and recruitment for several government posts. 
Khandre argued that if safeguards were put in place to prevent 
question-paper leaks and ensure transparency in examinations, 
evaluation and even oral interviews, a lasting solution could be 
found.

This is precisely where the government needs to move be-
yond episodic investigations and establish a recruitment mech-
anism that commands public confidence.

For thousands of Karnataka’s aspirants, government exam-
inations are not merely another competitive test. They represent 
years of preparation, financial sacrifice and the hope of securing 
a stable career through merit. Every allegation of a leak, ma-
nipulation, favouritism or procedural irregularity therefore dam-
ages not only the credibility of the particular examination but 
also the faith of an entire generation of job aspirants in the state 
recruitment system.

The government has a responsibility to ensure that candidates 
who have studied hard are not denied a fair opportunity. Re-
cruitment must be demonstrably merit-based, transparent and 
insulated from political or administrative influence.

Khandre’s intervention is welcome because it brings the issue 
from the realm of Opposition criticism into the government’s 
own deliberations. He said several ministers, including himself, 
had already conveyed their views on the matter and expressed 
confidence that Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar and Deputy 
Chief Minister G. Parameshwara would take an appropriate 
decision.

The choice before the government should not be reduced 
merely to whether the KPSC should continue or be abolished. 
The larger question is how Karnataka can create a recruitment 
architecture that is transparent, technologically secure, account-
able and capable of withstanding scrutiny at every stage.

If the KPSC is retained, the government must consider fun-
damental reforms to restore confidence in it. If it is abolished, 
the alternative institution must be given the necessary autono-
my, expertise, manpower and safeguards to prevent the prob-
lems associated with recruitment from simply shifting from one 
agency to another.

The KEA, with its existing examination infrastructure and 
experience, could be strengthened for this purpose. A clearly 
defined system of accountability, secure examination proce-
dures, independent oversight, transparent evaluation and safe-
guards in interviews could provide candidates with greater as-
surance.

Credit is due to Eshwar Khandre for placing this idea before 
the government. His call provides an opportunity to rethink a 
recruitment system that has been under a cloud of controversy 
for years and to build an institution capable of restoring faith 
and trust among Karnataka’s youth.

The government should now treat the issue as an institution-
al reform rather than a political controversy.

MONEY LAUNDERING, THE GAME OF LAUNDERING 
THE PROCEEDS OF CRIME

Money laundering is no 
longer just an eco-
nomic crime; it has 

become a significant financial 
backbone for organized crime, 
corruption, drug trafficking, 
terrorism, and illegal trade. 
Simply put, money laundering 
is the process by which crimi-
nal proceeds are presented as 
legitimate or legally obtained, 
concealing their true source. 
Criminals understand that sim-
ply earning money illegally is 
not enough; it is also neces-
sary to incorporate that money 
into a system that makes it 
difficult to trace its true origin. 
This is why the challenge of 
money laundering in the mod-
ern financial system is becom-
ing increasingly complex.

The process of money laun-
dering is generally understood 
to have three major stages 
placement, layering, and inte-
gration. In the first stage, 
criminal proceeds are intro-
duced into the financial sys-
tem. This is called placement. 
For example, large amounts of 
illicit cash may be deposited in 
separate bank accounts, divid-
ed into smaller amounts for 
transactions, or integrated into 
the financial system through 
cash-based businesses. Crimi-
nals exercise particular caution 
during this stage because it is 
the first contact between illicit 
funds and the financial system.

The second stage is called 

layering. Its purpose is to con-
ceal the true source of funds 
and complicate their path for 
investigating agencies. Multi-
ple bank accounts, companies, 
intermediaries, and financial 
transactions can be used to 
achieve this. Money can be 
transferred from one account 
to another, from one company 
to another, or from one coun-
try to another. Sometimes, 
through paper companies or 
complex business transactions, 
layers of money are created 
that make it difficult to trace 
its original source. While dig-
ital financial systems have 
made transactions easier, the 
rapid movement of money in-
ternationally has created both 
new challenges and opportuni-
ties for criminals.

The third stage is integra-
tion. In this stage, funds are 
reintroduced into the economy 
in a manner that makes them 
appear like legitimate income 
or investments. Criminal pro-
ceeds may be used to purchase 
property, invest in businesses, 
capitalize on companies, or 
engage in other legitimate eco-
nomic activities. Once funds 
become part of legitimate eco-
nomic activities, it can become 
more difficult to identify their 
criminal origins. Thus, crimi-
nal proceeds gradually become 
absorbed into the legitimate 
economy.

The biggest concern about 

money laundering is that it 
serves as a dangerous bridge 
between crime and the econo-
my. If criminal proceeds can 
be easily legalized, criminals 
are encouraged to continue 
their activities. Corruption 
proceeds, drug trafficking, il-
legal mining, fraud, smug-
gling, and organized crime can 
be concealed through money 
laundering. This strengthens 
the economic foundation of 
crime and weakens the rule of 
law.

Money laundering also im-
pacts the credibility of finan-
cial institutions. If banks and 
other financial institutions fail 
to detect and stop the flow of 
illicit funds, the transparency 
of the entire financial system 
is questioned. Furthermore, 
large-scale illicit money flows 
can distort market competi-
tion. Individuals and institu-
tions conducting business hon-
estly may lose out to those 
with access to capital acquired 
through crime. Thus, money 
laundering is not only a law 
and order problem, but also a 
question of economic justice 
and financial stability.

India has developed a com-
prehensive legal and institu-
tional framework to combat 
money laundering. The Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 
Act, 2002, is its primary legal 
foundation. This law aims to 
enable the identification, in-

vestigation, attachment, and 
confiscation of proceeds of 
crime, as appropriate. It pro-
vides the basis for action 
against activities that attempt 
to conceal, retain, utilize, or 
otherwise legitimize criminal 
proceeds.

The Enforcement Director-
ate plays a key role in imple-
menting this law. The Enforce-
ment Directorate investigates 
money laundering cases and 
pursues the process of tracing 
and prosecuting criminal as-
sets. Meanwhile, the Financial 
Intelligence Unit, India ana-
lyzes information related to 
suspicious financial transac-
tions. Identifying suspicious 
activities through the analysis 
of information received from 
financial institutions is a cru-
cial part of the anti-money 
laundering system.

Know Your Customer 
(KYC) systems are also a cru-
cial tool for financial institu-
tions in this fight. Monitoring 
customer identification and 
financial activity helps identi-
fy suspicious accounts and 
unusual transactions. Suspi-
cious transaction reporting 
obligations also enhance trans-
parency in the financial sys-
tem. However, simply estab-
lishing rules is not enough. 
The real challenge is ensuring 
that these rules are enforced 
effectively, uniformly, and 
technically competently.

— DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

THE BIOLOGY OF BONE AGING, DEGENERATION, 
MECHANISMS AND REJUVENATION

Bone is often viewed 
simply as the frame-
work that supports the 

body, but it is a living, dy-
namic tissue that constantly 
renews itself. Throughout life, 
old or damaged bone is re-
moved by osteoclasts and new 
bone is produced by osteo-
blasts. With advancing age, 
however, this delicate balance 
gradually becomes disturbed. 
Bone loss, structural deterio-
ration and reduced repair ca-
pacity can ultimately increase 
the risk of osteoporosis and 
fractures. Recent research de-
scribes bone aging not as a 
single process, but as a com-
plex interaction of molecular, 
cellular, tissue and systemic 
changes. 

How bones age
Bone remodeling is essential 
for maintaining skeletal 
strength. In younger individ-
uals, bone formation and re-
sorption remain relatively 
well coordinated. Aging can 
shift this balance toward 
greater resorption and re-
duced formation. Trabecular 
bone may become thinner and 
more disconnected, while cor-
tical bone can become thinner 
and more porous. These struc-
tural changes reduce the abil-
ity of bone to withstand me-
chanical stress, even beyond 
what can be explained by 
bone mineral density alone. 

At the cellular level, several 
populations are affected. Os-
teoblasts become less capable 
of producing new bone, while 
osteoclast activity can be-
come relatively dominant. 
Osteocytes, the long-lived 
cells embedded within bone 
also undergo age-related dys-
function. At the same time, 
skeletal stem and progenitor 
cells may lose regenerative 
potential and show a greater 
tendency toward fat-cell for-

mation rather than bone-form-
ing lineages. 

Oxidative stress and mito-
chondrial dysfunction
One important mechanism of 
bone aging is the accumula-
tion of cellular stress. Excess 
reactive oxygen species can 
damage DNA, proteins and 
cellular  membranes.  In 
bone-forming cells, excessive 
oxidative stress can impair 
differentiation and mineral-
ization while promoting cel-
lular dysfunction.

Mitochondria, the ener-
gy-producing structures of 
cells, also become less effi-
cient with age. Disturbed mi-
tochondrial quality control 
and impaired removal of dam-
aged mitochondria can in-
crease oxidative stress and 
contribute to cellular senes-
cence. These changes can in-
terfere with the high energy 
demands of bone formation 
and repair. 

Cellular senescence:  
when aging cells 
 become harmful
Cellular senescence is another 
important feature of skeletal 
aging. Senescent cells stop 
dividing but do not necessar-
ily disappear. Instead, many 
release inflammatory mole-
cules and other substances 
collectively known as the se-
nescence-associated secretory 
phenotype (SASP).

In an aging bone microen-
vironment, these signals can 
promote inflammation and 
influence neighboring cells. 
Research indicates that senes-
cent cells can impair osteo-
blast function while promot-
ing conditions favorable to 
osteoclast activity. Experi-
mental studies in mice have 
shown that removing senes-
cent cells can reduce age-re-
lated bone loss, highlighting 

cellular senescence as a po-
tential therapeutic target. 

However, translating these 
findings into routine human 
treatment remains challeng-
ing. A 2024 phase 2 clinical 
trial of intermittent dasatinib 
plus quercetin in postmeno-
pausal women did not show a 
significant difference in its 
primary bone-resorption end-
point, illustrating that promis-
ing laboratory findings do not 
automatically become effec-
tive clinical therapies. 

Inflammation, hormones 
and the bone environment

Bone does not age in isola-
tion. Chronic low-grade in-
flammation, changes in im-
mune-cell behavior and alter-
ations in the bone marrow 
environment can influence 
skeletal health. Aging is also 
accompanied by hormonal 
changes. The decline in estro-
gen around menopause, for 
example, can accelerate bone 
resorption, while age-related 
changes in male sex hor-
mones can also affect skeletal 
maintenance. 

Blood vessels and nerves 
within bone are also import-
ant. Bone formation and vas-
cular development are closely 
connected, and age-related 
deterioration of specialized 
blood vessels can reduce sup-
port for bone-forming cells. 
Changes in neural signaling 
may further disturb bone re-
modeling.

Can aging bone be  
rejuvenated?
The concept of bone rejuve-
nation does not necessarily 
mean making old bone bio-
logically identical to young 
bone. Rather, it involves re-
storing some of the mecha-
nisms that maintain healthy 
skeletal remodeling.

Current approaches include 

established antiresorptive 
medicines that reduce exces-
sive bone breakdown and an-
abolic treatments that stimu-
late bone formation. Lifestyle 
measures including adequate 
nutrition, appropriate physical 
activity and avoidance of to-
bacco and excessive alcohol 
also remain important compo-
nents of skeletal health. 

Research is now exploring 
more targeted strategies. 
These include senolytic ther-
apies aimed at senescent cells, 
approaches targeting mito-
chondrial dysfunction and 
defective autophagy, regener-
ative medicine, tissue engi-
neering and gene-based inter-
ventions. Researchers are also 
investigating how mechanical 
stimulation and cellular 
mechanosensing might reju-

venate aged skeletal stem 
cells. A 2026 study reported 
experimental evidence that 
mechanical stimulation can 
influence chromatin remodel-
ing and the behavior of senes-
cent stem cells in aged bone. 

The road ahead
The future of bone-aging re-
search is moving from treat-
ing bone loss as a single dis-
ease toward understanding it 
as a network of interacting 
processes. Genetics, epi-
genetics, inflammation, oxi-
dative stress, cellular senes-
cence, metabolism, vascular 
health and mechanical forces 
all contribute to the aging 

skeleton.
The recently published 

comprehensive review in 
Bone Research emphasizes 
the need for integrated ap-
proaches, including multi-om-
ics maps of bone aging, bone 
organoids, computational 
models and precision thera-
pies directed at specific aging 
pathways. 

Bone aging is therefore not 
simply a matter of “getting 
older.” It is a biological pro-
cess involving the gradual 
loss of cellular coordination 
and regenerative capacity. 
Understanding these mecha-
nisms could eventually allow 
medicine to move beyond 
simply treating fractures and 
osteoporosis toward preserv-
ing skeletal health earlier and 
restoring aspects of bone 
function later in life.

- DR. VIJAY GARG

Bone aging is therefore not 
simply a matter of “getting 
older.” It is a biological process 
involving the gradual loss of 
cellular coordination and 
regenerative capacity.

“Only through a coordinated 
effort of strong laws, efficient 
institutions, a vigilant 
financial system, modern 
technology, transparency, and 
international cooperation can 
India effectively prevent the 
illegal proceeds of crime from 
entering the legitimate 
economy”.

Time to Fix KPSC

The administrative inertia surrounding Karnataka Public Service Commission 
(KPSC) recruitment needs urgent political intervention. For years, thousands 
of aspirants have faced severe delays, opaque evaluation standards, and re-
curring legal hurdles, leaving their careers in limbo. When voices within the 
ruling government finally advocate for internal overhaul, it brings a 
long-overdue ray of hope. Reforming the KPSC is not merely an administra-
tive detail; it is a direct test of governance and institutional integrity. The state 
must implement a fixed, transparent examination calendar, establish stringent 
accountability for paper leaks, and streamline the evaluation process. Public 
trust in state institutions relies heavily on meritocracy. Systemic reforms will 
restore credibility, boost the morale of dedicated job seekers, and ensure that 
Karnataka’s civil services are led by qualified, capable individuals selected 
through a fair process.

 - Vipin

Unlocking Bone Rejuvenation

Bone aging is often viewed as an inevitable decline marked by brittleness and os-
teoporosis. However, recent breakthroughs in cellular biology are shifting this nar-
rative from managing degeneration to actively driving rejuvenation. As we age, the 
delicate balance between bone-building osteoblasts and bone-resorbing osteoclasts 
collapses. Senescent cells accumulate within the bone marrow, triggering inflam-
mation and hindering natural repair mechanisms. Emerging therapies targeting these 
cellular drivers offer immense promise. By clearing senescent cells and stimulating 
stem cell pathways, researchers are laying the groundwork for treatments that restore 
structural integrity rather than merely slowing decay. Prioritizing research funding 
for skeletal longevity is essential. Age-related fractures place an immense strain on 
public healthcare systems and reduce independence for millions. Investing in cel-
lular bone therapies will help translate cutting-edge biology into practical clinical 
solutions, helping aging populations maintain mobility and quality of life.

- Anna

Protect Public Healthcare Services

The growing reliance on private medical infrastructure highlights a troubling 
decline in public healthcare availability. While advanced private facilities offer 
high-quality care, their soaring costs remain completely out of reach for a vast 
majority of citizens. Access to reliable, affordable medical treatment should be a 
fundamental right, not an exclusive privilege. Underfunded public hospitals reg-
ularly grapple with severe overcrowding, chronic shortages of essential medicines, 
and inadequate medical equipment. This dynamic places an intolerable burden on 
low-income families, often driving them into deep financial debt during medical 
emergencies. Governments must prioritize robust funding to upgrade district hos-
pitals, modernise diagnostic equipment, and retain skilled healthcare personnel. 
Strengthening primary health centers ensures early diagnosis and relieves pressure 
on tertiary facilities. Rebuilding robust public health infrastructure is essential to 
creating an equitable society where quality medical care is accessible to all. 

- Ummi

LETTERS TO EDITOR 

Shyam Sundar Vattam 
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DUSU poll: NSUI-ABVP clashes, Prof assaulted at DU campus
New Delhi

 
A Delhi University teacher 
was allegedly assaulted by a 
student involved in Delhi 
University Students’ Union 
(DUSU) election campaign-
ing, as clashes and allegations 
of violence were reported at 
several parts of the campus on 
the final day of campaigning. 
The incidents came a day be-
fore polling scheduled for 
September 18.

The alleged assault took 
place at Motilal Nehru Col-
lege. Faculty members gath-
ered at the college after the 
incident and demanded action 
against the student. Teachers 

said the faculty member suf-
fered injuries and was receiv-
ing medical treatment. Facul-
ty members also indicated 
that they could file a police 
complaint and consider boy-
cotting election-related duties 
in protest.

Clashes were also reported 
at other locations. At North 
Campus, a confrontation was 
reported near Law Centre-I, 
with student groups making 
allegations against each other 
following an argument over 
campaign banners. A student 

at Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma 
College in South Campus was 
also reportedly assaulted and 
hospitalised with serious inju-
ries. Police conducted a flag 

march in the area amid con-
cerns over further clashes.

The incidents occurred as 
campaigning for the DUSU 
elections came to an end on 
Wednesday. The two major 
student organisations, ABVP 
and NSUI, have exchanged 
allegations of attacks and in-
timidation involving their 
members and candidates. 
Both sides have sought police 
action, while the reported in-
cidents have added to con-
cerns about security and con-
duct during the election pro-
cess.Voting for the DUSU 
elections is scheduled for 
September 18, with counting 
planned for September 19. 

Campus politics

Ladakh governance 
plan faces local 

differences

2 terrorists killed in 
ongoing Udhampur 

operation

Leh
Differences have sur-

faced among Ladakh’s 
local groups over the 

proposed elected body 
under a new govern-
ance plan being dis-

cussed with the Centre. 
The Leh Apex Body 

(LAB) is consulting legal 
experts before respond-
ing to questions raised 

by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA). The Kar-
gil Democratic Alliance 

(KDA) has urged the 
Centre to first prepare 
and share a detailed 
draft of the proposed 
arrangement. It wants 

clarity on the body’s 
powers, structure and 

functioning. The discus-
sions come amid de-

mands for greater politi-
cal representation and 
safeguards for Ladakh. 

Differences between 
Leh and Kargil groups 
may shape further ne-

gotiations with the Cen-
tre on the proposed 

governance framework.

Jammu
Two terrorists were killed 

during an ongoing an-
ti-terror operation in a for-
ested area of Udhampur 

district in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Thursday, se-

curity officials said. An en-
counter broke out be-

tween security forces and 
terrorists during the oper-
ation. The forces retaliat-
ed after coming under at-

tack, leading to an ex-
change of fire in the area. 
The operation was under-

way when the latest re-
ports were received. Secu-

rity forces rushed addi-
tional personnel to the 

site to strengthen the op-
eration and prevent the 
terrorists from escaping. 
Officials said the security 

forces were continuing 
searches in the forested 

area. Further details about 
the identities of the slain 
terrorists and the opera-

tion were awaited.

UPI fee row escalates

Rahul Gandhi demands 
rollback, govt pushes back
Five Congress MPs including P Chidambaram, Manish Tewari, Gaurav Gogoi, Kishori 

Lal and K Gopinath were present on August 12 when the report was adopted.
New Delhi

 
The Centre has questioned 
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi’s criticism of the newly 
announced charges on certain 
UPI transactions, citing a re-
port of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Fi-
nance that recommended a 
tiered revenue framework for 
the digital payment system.

A senior government func-
tionary said the committee 
had called for a tiered Mer-
chant Discount Rate (MDR) 
framework for UPI and rec-
ommended that it be notified 
and implemented without de-
lay. The functionary said five 
Congress MPs — P Chidam-
baram, Manish Tewari , 
Gaurav Gogoi, Kishori Lal 
and K Gopinath — were pres-
ent when the report was ad-
opted on August 12. Accord-
ing to the government, no 

dissent was recorded in the 
published minutes.

The government’s remarks 
came after Gandhi criticised 
the Centre’s decision to intro-
duce an MDR on certain mer-
chant transactions above 
₹2,000. The new framework 
is scheduled to take effect 
from October 15. Under the 
announced system, a 0.4% 
MDR will apply to eligible 
person-to-merchant UPI 

transactions above ₹2,000, 
while smaller transactions and 
person-to-person payments 
will remain outside the 
charge.

The government has de-
scribed the proposed MDR as 
a mechanism to support the 
financial sustainability of the 
UPI ecosystem rather than a 
tax on consumers. The fi-
nance panel had also raised 

concerns about the long-term 
sustainability of the existing 
zero-MDR model and the 
pressure it places on govern-
ment finances.

However, Congress MPs 
have disputed the govern-
ment’s interpretation of the 
committee proceedings. 
Gogoi said the Finance De-
partment had not presented a 
specific proposal on the UPI 
charge when officials met the 
panel. He said members had 
raised questions about the 
need for MDR but had not re-
ceived specific or satisfactory 
answers. Congress has main-
tained that the newly an-
nounced policy should be 
withdrawn.The dispute has 
therefore centred on how the 
parliamentary committee’s 
earl ier  recommendation 
should be understood in rela-
tion to the government’s cur-
rent UPI fee framework.

points
Centre introduces MDR 

on UPI transactions.

Government cites ecosystem 
financial sustainability needs.

0.4% charge applies 
above D2,000.

Congress criticizes frame-
work, demands withdrawal.

Kerala CPI(M) 
begins revival 
after poll rout

Kozhikode
 

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) has begun an 
organisational exercise to re-
cover from its poor perfor-
mance in the 2026 Kerala 
Assembly elections, but the 
changes announced so far 
have largely focused on re-
shuffling party committees 
rather than replacing its top 
leadership. The CPI(M) lost 
power after a decade, with its 
Assembly strength falling 
from 62 seats to 26.

The party's extended state 
committee meeting in Kozhi-
kode reviewed the reasons 
behind the electoral setback 
and discussed organisational 
weaknesses. The leadership 
acknowledged lapses in con-
necting with people, candi-
date selection and communi-
cation of the Left Democratic 
Front government's achieve-
ments. The party also decided 
to strengthen its organisation-
al and ideological activities 
and review the implementa-
tion of its decisions after six 
months.

The meeting approved 
changes to the state secretari-
at, including the induction of 
P Jayarajan, M B Rajesh and 
V Sivankutty. LDF convenor 
T P Ramakrishnan and former 
finance minister T M Thomas 
Isaac were removed from the 
secretariat. The state commit-
tee also saw the induction of 
more young and women lead-
ers as part of the organisation-
al exercise.

However, the party stopped 
short of replacing its principal 
state leadership. State secre-
tary M V Govindan faced crit-
icism and was reportedly cen-

sured over lapses linked to the 
election campaign, particular-
ly developments in Kannur. 
There were demands within 
the party for changes, but the 
leadership opted for censure 
rather than replacing him im-
mediately.

The discussions also ex-
posed differences within the 
organisation over how respon-
sibility for the electoral defeat 
should be assessed. Represen-
tatives from Kannur ques-
tioned whether the draft re-
view placed too much respon-
sibility on lower-level com-
mittees while avoiding suffi-
cient criticism of the state 
leadership. 

They also raised concerns 
about declining engagement 
with party workers and the 
erosion of support in tradi-
tional strongholds.

The CPI(M) has announced 
plans to intensify its cam-
paigns against communalism, 
build stronger people's move-
ments and expand cultural 
interventions.

CPM reviews set-
back

The Kerala CPM 
state committee 

reviewed electoral 
setbacks, acknowl-
edging communica-
tion gaps and lead-
ership lapses. While 
opting to censure 
state secretary M 

V Govindan instead 
of replacing him, 
the party induct-
ed new young and 

women leaders into 
the secretariat.

ED raids four states in Ranchi RSS attack case
New Delhi

 
The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Thursday conducted 
searches at multiple locations 
a c r o s s  D e l h i ,  B i h a r , 
Jharkhand and Karnataka as 
part of a money laundering 
investigation linked to the 
petrol bomb attack on the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) office in Ran-
chi. The searches were car-
ried out under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).

The investigation is based 
on a case registered by the 
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) following the attack 
on the RSS office in Ranchi's 
Nivaranpur area in June.

 Two petrol bombs were 
allegedly thrown at the prem-
ises on the intervening night 
of June 16 and 17. One land-
ed on the roof and caused a 
fire, while another fell near 
the entrance. No injuries 
were reported.

The ED is examining the 

suspected financial network 
connected to the case, includ-
ing possible links to the Pa-
kistan-based Shahzad Bhatti 
Network (SBN).

 Officials said the agency 
is attempting to trace the 
money trail and determine 
whether funds were used to 
facilitate the attack. The NIA 
had earlier taken over the in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
Jharkhand Police.

Three suspects have been 

arrested in connection with 
the attack. Investigators are 
examining their alleged con-
tacts and movements, includ-
ing information about one 
accused who reportedly 
stayed in Dubai and allegedly 
came into contact with a per-
son identified as a handler 
linked to the Shahzad Bhatti 
Network. 

These links remain part of 
the ongoing investigation.

The searches came a day 
after the Union Home Minis-
try designated the Shahzad 
Bhatti Network as a terrorist 
organisation under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act. 

The ministry has alleged 
that the network was in-
volved in activities including 
cross-border smuggling of 
arms, explosives and narcot-
ics and recruitment for ter-
rorist activities. The ED's 
searches are focused on the 
financial aspects of the case, 
while the NIA continues its 
broader investigation.

n �ED examines suspect 
financial network.

n �NIA investigates broader 
attack case.

n �Three suspects arrested 
by authorities.

n �Home Ministry bans 
Shahzad network.

n �Group linked to 
cross-border smuggling.

n �ED focuses on money 
trails.

Highlights

Odisha rejects Dara Singh 
remission plea

New Delhi
 

The Odisha government has 
rejected the remission plea of 
Ravindra Pal alias Dara 
Singh, who is serving a life 
sentence for the 1999 murder 
of Australian missionary Gra-
ham Staines and his two mi-
nor sons. The decision was 
communicated to the Su-
preme Court on Thursday, 
September 17.

A Bench of Justices Manoj 
Misra and Vijay Bishnoi was 
hearing Singh’s petition con-
cerning the delay in deciding 
his request for premature re-
lease. The Odisha government 
informed the court that the 
competent authority had 
passed an order rejecting the 
remission request on August 
31. A copy of the order was 
also supplied to Singh’s coun-
sel.

Following the development, 

the Supreme Court allowed 
Singh to amend his petition 
and challenge the state’s deci-
sion. The Bench granted his 
counsel two weeks to file an 
appropriate amendment appli-
cation and posted the matter 
for hearing after three weeks. 
The court had earlier criti-
cised the Odisha authorities 
for delaying a decision on the 
remission request.

Singh had approached the 
Supreme Court in 2024 seek-
ing premature release after 
spending more than 24 years 
in prison. His petition cited 
his prolonged incarceration 
and claimed that he had re-
pented for his actions. Singh 
is now 63 and has spent more 
than 25 years in custody. Un-
der Odisha’s remission policy, 
premature release can be con-
sidered in certain categories 
of cases after specified peri-
ods of imprisonment.

SC seeks report on 
Manipur camp deaths
New Delhi

 
The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day expressed shock over 
deaths of internally displaced 
people in relief camps in Ma-
nipur and directed the state's 
Chief Secretary to submit an 
affidavit detailing the action 
taken in cases, particularly 
those involving alleged unnat-
ural deaths. The court also di-
rected authorities to ensure 
proper investigation of such 
cases.A Bench comprising 
Chief Justice of India Surya 
Kant and Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and V Mohana ques-
tioned the state government 
over the steps taken following 
reports placed before it by a 
committee headed by former 
Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court Chief Justice Gita Mit-
tal. The court asked why 

post-mortems had reportedly 
been conducted in only 20 of 
34 reported death cases.

The Bench directed the Ma-
nipur State Legal Services Au-
thority (MSLSA) to file a sep-
arate status report. Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant also asked the 
authority to ensure that FIRs 
are registered in all cases in-
volving unnatural deaths and 
that investigations are con-
ducted without unnecessary 
delay. The MSLSA was further 
asked to monitor whether the 
safety and dignity of people 
living in relief camps were be-
ing protected.

The court also sought an ex-
planation from the state gov-
ernment regarding reports that 
compensation of only ₹20,000 
to ₹30,000 had been paid in 
some cases involving alleged 
unnatural deaths in relief 

camps. The directions fol-
lowed the examination of re-
ports indicating that more than 
30 deaths had occurred among 
displaced people staying in the 
camps. One reported case also 
involved an allegation of sex-
ual assault preceding the 
death.The Supreme Court also 
reviewed investigations into 
cases arising from the ethnic 
violence that began in Mani-
pur in May 2023. The court 
was informed that the CBI had 
investigated 31 cases and filed 
final reports in 28, while three 
remained under investigation. 
State Special Investigation 
Teams have registered 3,020 
cases, with chargesheets filed 
in 302 cases, closure reports in 
1,583 cases and investigations 
continuing in 1,135 cases. Tri-
als have begun in 33 cases 
handled by the SITs.

SC to hear Delhi voter 
deletion plea

New Delhi
 

The Supreme Court will hear 
on September 21 a petition 
challenging the deletion of 47 
lakh names from Delhi’s elec-
toral roll during the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise. A Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Surya 
Kant and comprising Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana agreed to hear the matter 
after it was mentioned before 
the court on Thursday.

The petition raises ques-
tions about the transparency 
of the process used to identify 
voters for deletion or verifica-
tion. Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan, appearing for the peti-
tioners, told the court that the 
Election Commission had is-
sued notices to around 33 
lakh voters but had not dis-
closed their names or the spe-
cific reasons for the notices.

According to the petition, 
voters have been placed in 
categories such as “logical 
discrepancies” and “no map-
ping”. The petitioners have 
sought disclosure of the crite-
ria, definitions, algorithmic 
parameters and operational 
guidelines used to classify 
voters under these categories. 
They have also sought a 
searchable list containing the 

names of voters who received 
notices and the reasons cited 
in each case.The Election 
Commission published a draft 
electoral roll on August 31 
after the SIR exercise. The 
draft showed that about 47 
lakh names had been removed 
from an earlier electorate of 
around 1.45 crore voters. The 
poll panel has said more than 
43.32 lakh voters were found 
to have shifted or were ab-
sent, while around 2.82 lakh 
were identified as deceased 
and more than 1.41 lakh were 
found enrolled at multiple 
places.The petition has been 
filed under Article 32 of the 
Constitution and alleges vio-
lations of fundamental rights 
under Articles 14, 19 and 21, 
besides constitutional provi-
sions concerning electoral 
rolls. The petitioners have 
sought greater public disclo-
sure to enable affected voters 
to understand the basis for 
notices and participate in the 
verification process.

The Supreme Court’s Sep-
tember 21 hearing will con-
sider the issues raised in the 
petition and the transparency 
of the ongoing electoral-roll 
revision process. The claims 
made by the petitioners re-
main subject to the court’s 
consideration.

Govt needed to 
bend’: Maratha 

leader ends 
hunger stir

Mumbai
 

Maratha reservation activist 
Manoj Jarange-Pati l  on 
Thursday ended his 20-day 
hunger strike in Beed dis-
trict after a delegation from 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment met him and gave as-
surances on several of his 
demands. He has now given 
the state government three 
months to act on the com-
mitments before deciding 
on the next course of his 
agitation.

Jarange-Patil ended the 
fast at Patoda after discus-
sions with a delegation led 
by Water Resources Minis-
ter Radhakrishna Vikhe-Pa-
til. The development came 
amid concerns over his 
health and after his pro-
posed march to Mumbai 
was put on hold. 

CCTV surveillance proposed at medical stores
New Delhi

 
The Union Health Ministry has proposed changes to the Drugs 
Rules that could require medical stores to install CCTV camer-
as to monitor the sale of prescription medicines. The move is 
aimed at preventing unauthorised access to medicines and im-
proving transparency in the drug supply chain.

Under the proposed amendment, CCTV surveillance would 
help authorities track the dispensing and sale of medicines that 
require a valid prescription. The system could provide records 
that may be reviewed during inspections or investigations into 
suspected violations. 

Clashes mar DUSU 
election campaign
Clashes erupted across 

Delhi University cam-
puses during the final 

day of DUSU campaign, 
leaving a student hospi-
talized. ABVP and NSUI 
traded accusations of 

violence, prompting 
heavy police deploy-

ment ahead of voting on 
September 18.
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DUBAI

Sri Lanka’s young left-handed 
batter Sonal Dinusha has been 
named the ICC Men’s Player of 
the Month for August 2026 after 
a prolific Test series against In-
dia.

Dinusha was the highest 
run-scorer from either 
side in Sri Lan-
k a ’ s t w o -
m a t c h h o m e 
T e s t s e r i e s , 
s c o r - ing 420 
r u n s a t  a n 
ave r- age of 140. 
S r i Lanka lost 
the series 1-0.

He began 
with a century 
in the opening 
Test at Galle and fol-
lowed it with an 84 in 
the second innings, despite 
Sri Lanka losing the match by 
165 runs.

In the second Test at the SSC 
Ground in Colombo, Dinusha 
scored 103 in the first innings 
and remained unbeaten on 133 
in the second, helping Sri Lan-
ka secure a draw. He was also 
named Player of the Match.

Dinusha finished the series 
with three centuries and a 
half-century, earning his first 
ICC Player of the Month 
award. “This recognition 
means so much to me, espe-
cially so early in my career,” 
Dinusha said.

He added that scoring three 
centuries in Galle and Colom-
bo in front of home support-

ers was a dream come true. Di-
nusha also praised his teammates 
for their fightback in the second 
Test.

Dinusha made his Test debut 
against Bangladesh last year and 
has quickly become an important 
member of Sri Lanka’s Test side. 
He said the award had given him 
further motivation to continue 
improving and contributing to 
the national team.

He was shortlisted alongside 
England seamer Ollie Robinson 
and Bangladesh fast bowler 

Hasan  Mahmud . 
Robinson took 16 
wickets in August, 
i n c l u d i n g  t w o 
eight-wicket 

hauls 
against 

P a k i s t a n , 
while Mahmud 
claimed nine 
w i c k e t s  i n 
Bangladesh’s 

Test victory 
over Aus-
t r a l i a  i n 
Darwin.

Howev-
er,  Dinu-
sha’s out-
s t a n d i n g 
batting per-
formances 
against In-
dia secured 
h i m  t h e 
m o n t h l y 
honour.

IN FOCUS 
• 420 runs –  

Series total

• 140 –  
Batting average

• 3 centuries –  
In the series

• 1 half-century – 
 In the series

• 103 & 133* – 
Scores in second Test

Messi hits 100th Inter Miami 
goal, wins Campeones Cup

BUENOS AIRES

Lionel Messi scored his 100th 
goal for Inter Miami as the 
club defeated Cruz Azul 2-0 
to win the Campeones Cup on 
Wednesday night at Nu Stadi-
um.

Messi reached the mile-
stone in his 115th appearance 
for Inter Miami, making it the 
fastest he has scored 100 
goals for any club or country. 
He previously reached the 
century mark in 188 games 
for Barcelona and 174 appear-
ances for Argentina, accord-
ing to sources.

Since joining Inter Miami 
in 2023, Messi has scored 76 
goals in MLS, 14 in the 
Leagues Cup, eight in the 
Concacaf Champions Cup 
and one at the FIFA Club 
World Cup.

Messi opened the scoring in 
the 24th minute after Luis 
Suárez delivered a pinpoint 
cross from the right. The Ar-
gentine forward rose above 
his marker and headed the 
ball home to give Miami a 1-0 
lead.

Cruz Azul could not find an 
equaliser as Miami protected 
its advantage before Casemiro 
sealed the victory with a late 
header. The result also handed 

new Inter Miami head coach 
Cristian “Kily” González a 
trophy in his first match in 
charge.

González credited Messi 
for helping deliver the title, 
saying, “Leo Messi told me I 
was going to become a cham-
pion, and he made it 
happen.” He added 
that  the  victory 
would provide the 
team with a morale 
boost and said they must 
continue working after 
the achievement.

The Campeones Cup is 
an annual meeting be-
tween the MLS and Liga 
MX champions. Messi’s 
latest milestone further 
adds to his growing record 
at Inter Miami, where he 
has continued to score 
across domestic and con-

tinental competitions since 
arr iving in 2023. 
H i s 
achieve-
m e n t 
marked 
another 
signifi-
cant mo-
ment in 
his club 
career.

India drawn into Group K for 
FIFA U15 World Cup

NEW DELHI

India have been drawn in Group 
K alongside Bahrain, Camer-
oon, Grenada, Laos and Senegal 
for the inaugural FIFA U15 
World Cup & Festival Azerbai-
jan 2026, scheduled to be held 
in Baku in October. The India 
U15 men’s team, coached by 
Bibiano Fernandes, will play 
five qualification-stage matches 
over three days at the Hovsan 
Competition Complex. The 
tournament features 191 FIFA 
member associations divided 
into 32 groups, with 943 match-
es scheduled across 20 pitches.

India will begin their cam-
paign against Laos on October 
24 at 11:45 IST. On October 25, 
they will face Cameroon at 
10:30 IST before taking on Gre-
nada at 17:15 IST. The team 
will complete the qualification 
stage on October 26 against 

Bahrain at 14:15 IST and Sene-
gal at 21:00 IST.

The tournament will use an 
8v8 format, with matches con-
sisting of two 20-minute halves 
and a five-minute interval. Roll-
ing substitutions will be al-
lowed, while pitches will mea-
sure 68 metres by 50 metres.

India’s Group  
K Fixtures

Oct 24 Laos vs India 11:45 IST

Oct 25 India vs  
Cameroon

10:30 IST

Oct 25 Grenada vs 
India

17:15 IST

Oct 26 Bahrain vs 
India

14:15 IST

Oct 26 India vs 
 Senegal

21:00 IST

Fulton urges India to focus on 
team ahead of Asian Games

NEW DELHI

Indian men’s hockey head 
coach Craig Fulton said the 
team is focused on improving 
as a unit as it prepares to de-
fend its Asian Games 
gold medal in Japan.

T h e  H a r m a n p r e e t 
Singh-led side finished 
eighth at the FIH Men’s 
Hockey World Cup and 
has since regrouped 
ahead of its Asian Games 
campaign. India will be-
gin its tournament against 
Indonesia on Sunday.

Fulton said the team’s 
bonding camp at Mount Fuji 
helped players move beyond 
individual goals and strength-
en their focus on collective 
performance. “It just helps the 
guys really focus on the team 
and not just the individual 
pursuit,” Fulton said.

Reflecting on the World 
Cup campaign, Fulton said 
the team had discussed the 
problems identified during the 
tournament and now needed 
to turn those lessons into ac-

tion. “We have discussed ev-
erything, gone through every-
thing and highlighted areas 
needing improvement,” he 
said.

The coach said India would 
respect every opponent and 
give its full effort regardless 

of the stage or perceived dif-
ficulty of a match. He added 
that the immediate objective 
was to finish at the top of 
their pool.

India is placed in Pool A 
alongside hosts Japan, 
the Republic of Korea, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka 
and Indonesia.  The 
Asian Games title also 
carries importance as the 
winner earns direct qual-
ification for the Los An-
geles 2028 Olympics.

Fulton acknowledged 
the different context of 
this Asian Games cam-

paign, with India entering the 
tournament after a World Cup 
rather than the Asian Champi-
ons Trophy. However, he said 
the team would continue to 
focus on one match at a time 
and concentrate on its own 
performance.

Indian Teqball pair 
exits Asian Games 

group stage
NAGOYA

India’s men’s doubles Teqball 
pairing of Declan Gonsalves 
and Mohamed Beg crashed 
out in the group stage of the 
Asian Games 2026 on 
Wednesday, ending their 
hopes of reaching the quarter-
finals.

The Indian duo lost both 
their Group B matches. They 
were first defeated by South 
Korea’s Junsuk Lee and Tae-
been Le in straight games, 
losing 4-12 and 7-12.

Gonsalves and Beg then 
faced Vietnam’s Truong Gi-
ang Ba and Anh Khoa Le. In-
dia lost the contest 10-12 and 
8-12, despite being level with 
Vietnam at 10-10 during the 
first game.

The result left the Indian 
pair at the bottom of Group B 
and brought their men’s dou-
bles campaign to an end. 
Gonsalves has now completed 
his Asian Games participa-
tion, while Beg will continue 
to compete in the mixed dou-
bles event.

The mixed doubles qualifi-
cation rounds are scheduled to 
begin at 9 am IST on Thurs-
day, giving Beg another op-
portunity to represent India at 
the tournament.

Teqball combines elements 
of football and table tennis 
and is played on a curved ta-
ble. Players can use different 
parts of their body to return 
the ball, except their hands 
and arms. The sport features 
singles and doubles competi-
tions.

Gonsalves and Beg entered 
the Asian Games with notable 
international experience. The 
pair won India’s first-ever te-
qball World Championships 
medal, securing bronze in the 
men’s doubles event at the 
2024 World Championships 
in Vietnam.

India is competing at the 
Asian Games after a record 
medal haul in Hangzhou in 
2023, where the country won 
107 medals, including 28 
gold, 38 silver and 41 bronze. 
The Indian contingent will 
aim to build on that perfor-
mance in Japan.

India’s Asian Games champions 
face title-defence challenge

NEW DELHI

India’s defending champions 
will return to the Asian 
Games stage in Aichi-Na-
goya, Japan, from September 
19 to October 4, aiming to 
build on the country’s re-
cord-breaking performance at 
Hangzhou 2023.

India won 107 medals in 
2023, including 28 gold, 38 
silver and 41 bronze. The tal-
ly surpassed the previous best 
of 70 medals achieved at the 
2018 Jakarta Games.

Shooting emerged as India’s 
most successful sport in Hang-
zhou, producing 22 medals, 
including seven gold. Athletics 
contributed 29 medals, includ-
ing six gold, with Neeraj 
Chopra defending his men’s 
javelin title. However, Chopra 
will miss the 2026 Games af-
ter suffering an ankle ligament 
tear during training.

Several other champions 

will return to defend their ti-
tles. Avinash Sable will com-
pete in the men’s 3000m stee-
plechase, while Tajinderpal 
Singh Toor will seek another 
gold in the men’s shot put. 
Parul Chaudhary, who won 
the women’s 5000m gold in 
Hangzhou, will also feature.

In compound archery, Jyo-
thi Surekha Vennam will be 
among India’s leading con-
tenders after the country 
swept all five gold medals in 
the discipline in 2023. Shoot-
ing will again feature promi-
nent names, including Manu 
Bhaker and Aishwary Pratap 
Singh Tomar.

Badminton pair Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty will carry the title-de-
fence challenge after becom-
ing India’s first men’s doubles 
Asian Games champions. The 
men’s hockey team and crick-
et sides will also return as de-
fending champions.

Sonal Dinusha named 
ICC Player of Month

Isak aims for strong season 
to reward Indian fans

NEW DELHI

Liverpool forward Alexander 
Isak has praised the club’s In-
dian supporters and said he 
hopes to deliver a strong sea-
son that makes their late-night 
viewing worthwhile.

After an injury-hit previous 
campaign at Anfield, Isak has 

made a positive start this 
season, scoring three goals 
in four Premier League ap-
pearances. He also provid-
ed an assist in Liverpool’s 
Champions League victo-
ry over Atletico Madrid.

Ahead of Liverpool’s 
upcoming Premier 
League match against 
Bournemouth, Isak 

thanked fans watching 
from India despite the dif-
ficult match timings. “Of 
course, we appreciate all 

the support from overseas, 
where we understand that the 
times are not always very 
suitable,” he told JioHotstar.

“Hopefully, we can do well 
and have a good season, 
which makes staying up late 
more worth it,” Isak added, 
acknowledging the commit-
ment of Indian supporters 
who follow Liverpool’s 
matches.

Liverpool captain Virgil 
van Dijk recently named Isak 
among the players to watch 
this season. Responding to 
the praise, the Swedish for-
ward said there were many 
players capable of making an 
impact. He also praised Van 
Dijk’s composure and leader-

ship on and off the ball.
Isak also reflected on his 

journey from Swedish club 
AIK to Liverpool, saying 
breaking through at a young 
age was among the toughest 
stages of his career. He de-
scribed his journey as a long 
one filled with challenges.

The forward also compared 
the Premier League with other 
European competitions. “The 
Premier League is obviously 
more physical and higher 
tempo, whereas maybe Spain 
is a little bit more controlled 
and technical,” he said.

Isak will now look to main-
tain his early-season form as 
Liverpool continue their do-
mestic and European cam-
paigns, while Indian support-
ers follow the club from afar.

India beat Afghanistan 
to seal series sweep

NEW DELHI

Left-handed opener Abhishek 
Sharma scripted cricket histo-
ry at the Arun Jaitley Stadium 
on Thursday, smashing the 
fastest T20I century by a bat-
ter from a Test-playing nation 
and the quickest ever by an 
Indian men’s cricketer, reach-
ing the milestone in just 30 
balls. His sensational blitz 
propelled India to a com-
manding total of 221/7 
against Afghanistan in the 
third and final T20I.

Dominating the Afghan 
bowling attack on a true bat-
ting track, Abhishek delivered 
a masterclass in power-hit-
ting, blazing his way to 108 
off 34 deliveries at a stagger-
ing strike-rate of 317.65. His 
whirlwind knock featured 
nine boundaries and 11 tower-
ing sixes. The southpaw at-
tacked relentlessly from the 
start, taking 17 runs off Az-
matullah Omarzai’s second 
over before hammering Fazal-
haq Farooqi and Mohammad 
Nabi to reach his half-century 

in just 16 balls. Taking on star 
sp inne r  Rash id  Khan , 
Abhishek steered India to an 
emphatic 100/0 inside the six-
over powerplay.

Abhishek sealed his re-
cord-breaking century in the 
ninth over with a single off 
Abdullah Ahmadzai, celebrat-
ing the landmark with a se-
rene meditation pose in front 

of his proud father, Rajkumar 
Sharma. Opening partner San-
ju Samson provided stellar 
support, crafting a fluent 35-
ball 50—his second consecu-
tive half-century of the se-
ries—during their 142-run 
opening stand.

Afghanistan clawed back 
into the contest during the 
second half through brilliant 

fielding by Rashid Khan, who 
claimed Abhishek’s wicket 
with a googly before inflict-
ing a direct-hit run-out and 
taking two sensational catch-
es. Ahmadzai and Omarzai 
chipped in with late wickets, 
but captain Shreyas Iyer’s 
brisk 29 ensured India com-
fortably breached the 220-run 
threshold.

Abhishek Sharma unleashed absolute carnage against Afghanistan, 
obliterating bowling records with a blistering 34-ball 108 at a 317.65 strike-rate.



ibcworldnews.com

friday   september 18, 2026 11MANGALURU global
Ukraine’s Zelenskiy 

appoints acting 
prosecutor general

Japan PM retains 
economy minister in 

cabinet reshuffle

Australia considers 
banning the use of 

smart glasses 

Kyiv
Ukraine’s President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskiy has 

appointed Anton Koval-
skyi as acting prosecu-
tor general, a presiden-
tial decree showed on 
Thursday. Zelenskiy re-
moved former prosecu-

tor general Ruslan 
Kravchenko by decree 
earlier this week, with 
lawmakers approving 

the decision in a vote on 
Tuesday. Kovalskyi, 42, 

has ⁠since July 2025 
headed the regional 
prosecutor’s office in 
the Khmelnytskyi re-

gion. The National An-
ti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine, or NABU, and 

the Specialized An-
ti-Corruption Prosecu-

tor’s Office (SAPO) had 
alleged that Kravchen-
ko’s subordinate organ-
ised a ring to cover up 
⁠call centres that de-

frauded Ukrainians and 
foreigners.

TOKYO
Japanese Prime Minister 

Sanae Takaichi vowed 
to fast-track policies to 
boost growth after re-

taining her key ministers 
in a cabinet reshuffle, 

including reflationist ally 
Minoru Kiuchi as econo-
my minister, signalling 
her determination to 

implement her big 
spending plans. Taka-

ichi’s policies have prov-
en contentious given 

the enormity of Japan’s 
public debt. Her deci-
sion to pursue a two-
year tax cut on food 

items sparked a bond 
selloff as well as criti-

cism from the US, put-
ting her under pressure 
to heed market calls for 

fiscal discipline.

SYDNEY
Australia is considering 
barring the use of cam-

era-equipped smart 
glasses in government 

workplaces due to privacy 
and security concerns, in 
what it said could be the 
first ban of its kind.The 
government will sepa-

rately convene a roundta-
ble of the country’s big-

gest employers, including 
Microsoft, Common-

wealth Bank, telecoms 
firm Telstra and energy 
company AGL as it con-
sults on a set of guide-
lines for AI in the work-

place.Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese said it 

was important that Aus-
tralia, which ⁠last year be-
came the first place in the 
world to ban social media 

for teens, put the “right 
protections in place as 

technology evolves”.“I am 
proud that Australia is 

setting the world stand-
ard for digital safety,” he 
said in a statement on 
Thursday.While smart 

glasses have been lauded 
by some sections of the 
community such as the 
visually impaired, there 
have been growing con-

cerns globally that the de-
vices can be used to cov-

ertly record and photo-
graph people without 

their consent.Norway’s 
⁠capital Oslo banned the 

glasses in schools last 
month, and the federal 

government is considering 
regulating their use.Eng-

land and Wales have pro-
hibited the use of Meta 
smart glasses in courts.

Katy Gallagher, Australia’s 
minister for public service, 

said she had asked the 
public ⁠service commis-

sion for advice on wheth-
er smart glasses capable 

of recording should be 
prohibited in government 

workplaces.

IN THE MOTOR ACCIDENT 
CLAIMS TRIBUNAL – NAMAKKAL

M.C.O.P. No: 24 of 2026
Kalaivani 

.… Petitioner
1. R. Manoj 
2. The Branch Manager,
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance 
Company Limited

..Respondents
Whereas the above case is pend-
ing before this Hon’ble Court, and 
despite all reasonable efforts, the 
Respondent, Mr./Mrs. R. Manoj, 
having residence at No.17, 
Ground floor, 7th cross, Ganesha 
Temple Road, Cholurpalya, Maga-
di Road, Bengaluru North, Banga-
lore. 560023. Karnataka, could not 
be served with Court summons.
Therefore, by order of this Hon’ble 
Court, the Respondent is hereby 
called upon to appear in person or 
through a duly authorised Advo-
cate before this Hon’ble Court on 
21.09.2026 at 10.30 A.M., failing 
which the matter will be heard and de-
cided ex parte in accordance with law.
Place: Namakkal
Date: 16.09.2026

Counsel for the Petitioner
B. MANIMEKALAI,  

B.Com., B.L. Advocate,
Opp. S.P. Office,

NAMAKKAL - 637 003
Endrl No: 1216/92.
Ph: 99441 33099.

IN THE MOTOR ACCIDENT 
CLAIMS TRIBUNAL – NAMAKKAL

M.C.O.P. No: 13 of 2026
Jayaraman 

.… Petitioner
1. R. Manoj 
2. The Branch Manager,
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance 
Company Limited

..Respondents
Whereas the above case is pending 
before this Hon’ble Court, and de-
spite all reasonable efforts, the Re-
spondent, Mr./Mrs. R. Manoj, having 
residence at No.17, Ground floor, 7th 
cross, Ganesha Temple Road, Cholur-
palya, Magadi Road, Bengaluru North, 
Bangalore. 560023. Karnataka, could 
not be served with Court summons.
Therefore, by order of this Hon’ble 
Court, the Respondent is hereby 
called upon to appear in person or 
through a duly authorised Advo-
cate before this Hon’ble Court on 
21.09.2026 at 10.30 A.M., failing 
which the matter will be heard and de-
cided ex parte in accordance with law.
Place: Namakkal
Date: 16.09.2026

Counsel for the Petitioner
B. MANIMEKALAI,  

B.Com., B.L. Advocate,
Opp. S.P. Office,

NAMAKKAL - 637 003
Endrl No: 1216/92.
Ph: 99441 33099.

In The Court Of The Hon'ble  TWELTH Additional Civil 
Judge And JMFC At Mysuru
[Miscellaneous Jurisdiction]

In The Matter Of Criminal Miscellaneous Petition In
Crl. Mis. No, 1219/ of 2026

Between
1.Smt. Savitramma2. Sri. Kari Puttaiah3.Smt. Shivamma. R
4. Sri. Kumar.R                        ----------                 Petitioners
And
The Tahasildar.
The Registrar of Births and Deaths,
Mysuru Taluk and District  ---------------         Respondent

PUBLIC NOTICE
for The Petitioners has filed the above petition against the Re-
spondents by seeking the relief of declaration of death of peti-
tioners Father Sri. Rachaiah on 03-05-1997 and the said case 
is posted on 3.11.2026,FOR hearing of the parties. Hence, any 
general public interested to file objection to above said matter, 
Interested person shall hereby informed to appear before the 
Hon'ble court at 11.00 AM on the above said date of hearing 
either personally or through your counsel without fail and to 
file objections if any. Otherwise, the case will be heard and dis-
posed off in your absence,Given under my hand and seal  of 
the court on this , the  7th day  of sep, 2026
Advocate 
Chandru,B
DATE:17.09.2026
PLACE: MYSURU

BY order of the court
Shirasthedar

Hon'ble 12th Additional  civil Judge, 
&JMFC ,Mysuru

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF GENERAL 

POWER OF ATTORNEY
Notice is hereby given to the general public and 
all concerned that my clients 1) Sri.Hanumaiah, 
S/o Late Dasappa, aged about 69 years, 2) Smt.
Rajamma, W/o Hanumaiah, aged about 62 years, 
3) Sri.Murthy, S/o Hanumaiah, aged about 42 years, 
and 4) Smt.Varalakshmi, D/o Hanumaiah, aged about 
40 years, have decided to cancel the General Power 
of Attorney dated 14.12.2007 executed in favour 
of Sri.Hanumanthegowda, S/o Late Nanjappa, 
registered before the Sub-Registrar, Doddaballapura, 
as Document No.DBP-4-00954-2007-08, stored in 
C.D.No.DNPD135. My clients have already issued a 
legal notice dated 25.08.2026 calling upon the GPA 
Holder to cancel the aforesaid registered General 
Power of Attorney.
The GPA Holder, Sri. Hanumanthegowda, is hereby 
called upon to appear before the Sub-Registrar, 
Doddaballapura, and execute the necessary 
Cancellation of GPA and to return the original 
documents which obtained by my clients within 7 
days from the date of publication of this notice.
He is further called upon not to act upon the said GPA 
or to sell, transfer, alienate, encumber or create any 
third-party rights in respect of the properties covered 
under the said GPA.
Any person dealing with the GPA Holder on the 
strength of the said GPA shall do so entirely at his/
her own risk and responsibility.
In the event of failure to comply with this notice, my 
clients shall be at liberty to take appropriate legal 
action without any further notice.

Sd/- Advocate for the Clients
ANANTA KUMAR R.S. B.A.,LL.B., ADVOCATE

524, 6th Main Road, 4th Ward, Opp. Court 
Complex,

Rojipura, Doddaballapura-561203
MOB-8217519276

Place: Doddaballapura, Date:16-09-2026

Carney Backs Deeper Canada-EU Ties
Canada backs deeper EU ties as Carney welcomes associate membership, while Trump threatens 

tariffs if Washington considers the proposal hostile or strategically provocative.
Toronto

 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Mark Carney on Thursday 
backed a proposal for Canada 
to become the European 
Union’s first associate mem-
ber, presenting closer ties 
with Europe as a way to 
strengthen economic resil-
ience and strategic coopera-
tion.Speaking to European 
lawmakers in Strasbourg, 
Carney welcomed European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen’s proposal, 
made a day earlier during her 
State of the Union address. 
The proposal has not yet been 
fully defined and would re-
quire approval from EU mem-

ber states.
Carney said Canada and 

Europe could cooperate more 
closely in critical minerals, 
defence, artificial intelligence, 

computing, energy security, 
space, payments and digital 
trade. He framed the proposed 
relationship as an effort to 
build resilience rather than 

create a rival power bloc.
“Europe and Canada are 

each strong. Europe and Can-
ada are even stronger togeth-
er,” Carney said.His remarks 
came hours after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump criticised 
the proposal and warned that 

Washington could impose 
heavy tariffs or restrict trade 
with Europe if he considered 
the move hostile. Trump de-
scribed the idea as “laughable” 
and said the U.S. response 
would depend on its inten-
tions. The European Commis-

sion has rejected the sugges-
tion that the proposal is direct-
ed against the United States. 
Commission spokesperson 
Olof Gill said the proposed 
strengthening of ties with Can-
ada was intended to build 
common strength, not target 
another country. Carney also 
said Canada would make its 
own decisions about interna-
tional partnerships. His com-
ments come as Ottawa seeks 
to broaden economic and secu-
rity relationships amid trade 
tensions with Washington and 
competition from China. The 
proposed associate member-
ship remains at an early stage, 
with its scope and legal frame-
work still unclear. 

n �Carney backs Canada-EU associate membership proposal,
n Von der Leyen proposed the partnership,
n �Trump calls proposal “laughable”,
n �US president threatens heavy tariffs,

n �EU says move is not hostile,
n Cooperation could cover defence, AI and minerals,
n �Associate membership terms remain undefined.

Carry And EU discuss business plans

Yemenis Flee By Sea as Fighting Spreads
Djibouti

 
Yemenis are fleeing by sea 
as fighting between Iran-
backed Houthi forces and 
Saudi-backed forces intensi-
fies along the Red Sea coast, 
deepening a humanitarian 
crisis and raising risks for 
global energy supplies.

More than 100,000 Yeme-
nis have been displaced by 
the fighting, most within Ye-
men, according to the Inter-
national Organization for 
Migration. Thousands more 
have crossed the Red Sea by 
boat, including people seek-
ing safety in Djibouti. 

Ahmad Hassan, 70, told 
the IOM that the journey 

was difficult, with rough 
seas and seasick children. 
He said he left his village 
after Houthi fighters arrived 
and the area came under air-
strikes.

“The longer we stayed, the 
worse things got,” Hassan 
said, adding that shops had 
closed and food was no lon-
ger available. The crisis is 
unfolding as Houthis expand 
control along Yemen’s Red 
Sea coastline. The group has 
captured territory and is-
l ands  a round  the  Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait, a key pas-
sage for global shipping and 
energy supplies. 

Houthi-controlled televi-
sion reported Saudi air-
s t r ikes on Thursday in 
Hajjah province, near the 
Saudi border and around 
Taiz farther south.  The 
Houthis say Saudi aircraft 
carried out hundreds of 

strikes.The group has re-
sponded with missile and 
drone attacks against targets 
across  the  border.  The 
Houthis said they had shot 
down a Saudi F-15 fighter 
jet and released footage 
from the crash site. 

The conflict is threatening 
maritime trade and oil flows. 
Vessel traffic through the 
Bab el-Mandeb has fallen as 
fighting intensifies, while 
disruptions elsewhere have 
increased pressure on energy 
markets. “The sea was wavy. 
The children were getting 
seasick; everyone is not used 
to the sea.” — Ahmad Has-
san, 70, describing his es-
cape by boat to Africa

DISPLACEMENT
More than 100,000 
Yemenis displaced 

Thousands have fled 
by sea 

Most remain dis-
placed within Yemen 

Djibouti has received peo-
ple crossing the Red Sea 
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UN Flags War Crimes in Iran Strikes
Geneva

 
A United Nations fact-finding 
mission has said there are rea-
sonable grounds to believe 
US forces were responsible 
for two military strikes in Iran 
in February that constituted 
war crimes, while also accus-
ing Iranian authorities of 
crimes against humanity 
during a crackdown on an-
ti-government protests. 

The findings were con-
tained in a report by the Inde-
p e n d e n t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Fact-Finding Mission on Iran, 
which is due to be submitted 
to the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva. The in-
vestigation examined US mil-
itary conduct during the Iran 
war that began in February 

and the Iranian government's 
response to nationwide pro-
tests that erupted in late De-
cember. 

The UN experts said they 
had reasonable grounds to be-
lieve US forces were respon-
sible for a strike on the Sha-
jareh Tayyebeh Primary 
School in Minab. Iranian offi-
cials said more than 150 peo-
ple were killed, including 
about 120 schoolchildren. The 
mission described the attack 
as indiscriminate and said the 
school was a clearly identifi-
able civilian object, with no 
evidence it was being used for 
military purposes. 

The report said US forces 
failed to adequately update 
targeting information and 
confirm that the building was 

a military objective. Investi-
gators concluded that the cir-
cumstances went beyond sim-
ple negligence. The mission 
also examined a strike on a 
sports centre in Lamerd that 
damaged nearby homes and a 
school and killed or injured 
22 civilians. It concluded the 
attack was indiscriminate. US 
Central Command has previ-
ously said American forces 
did not conduct strikes in 
Lamerd that day. Separately, 
the mission said Iranian au-
thorities carried out a wide-
spread and systematic attack 
against civilians during the 
protests, involving unlawful 
killings, torture, arbitrary de-
tention, enforced disappear-
ances and restrictions on free-
dom of expression. 

As Canadian tariffs bite, Republicans 
search for a winning message

NEW YORK
 

High gas prices and the 
rising cost of living had 
already made affordabil-
ity a defining issue in 
this year’s midterm elec-
tions. Then President 
Donald Trump escalated 
his trade war with Cana-
da.

Now, Republican can-
didates in northern bor-
der states most affected 
by the tariffs are trying 
to strike a balance be-
tween appealing to 
Trump’s loyal base and 
reaching independent 
voters that polls show 
have soured on his han-

dling of the economy 
and his fight with Cana-
da.

The economies of 
Michigan and Maine 
have long been inter-
twined with Canada’s, 
covering everything 
from auto parts to lum-
ber to fruit-picking 
equipment. That has 
raised the stakes in two 
states that Republicans 
will likely need to win in 
the November 3 elec-
tions if they are to hold 
the US Senate - and their 
respective candidates 
have taken notably dif-
ferent approaches with 
voters, each with its own 

political risks.
The Senate races in 

both Michigan and 
Maine are considered 
toss-ups by the Cook Po-
litical Report.

U.S. Senator Susan 
Collins of Maine is 
breaking with Trump, 
criticizing the tit-for-tat 
exchange of tariffs and 
seeking carveouts for af-
fected industries. Michi-
gan Senate candidate 
Mike Rogers, by con-
trast, has criticized Can-
ada and made the case 
that his close relation-
ship with the president 
will help blunt the im-
pact of the trade war.

Romanian 
shelter offers an 

alternative to 
stray dog culls

CATEASCA
 

Every day at dawn, eight veter-
inary vans pull out of the 
Smeura animal shelter, deep in 
a forest in central Romania, and 
fan out to villages where they 
sterilize dogs for free. The pilot 
programme run by German an-
imal welfare association Tier-
hilfe Hoffnung has one main 
aim to show there is a better 
alternative to the country's pol-
icy of culling unwanted ani-
mals.Romania authorised the 
capture and euthanasia ⁠of strays 
in 2013 after a child was killed 
in an attack. Thirteen years on, 
animal groups say the country 
still has one of Europe's largest 
populations of roaming dogs, 
estimated at 500,000.

The shelter itself has been 
taking in strays, and sent more 
than 2,200 of them out for 
adoption last year alone. But as 
each one leaves, another ar-
rives. "The dogs keep coming," 
Tierhilfe Hoffnung manager 
Matthias Schmidt said. "If we 
want to solve the problem, we 
have to sterilize intensively and 
en masse in order to achieve 
this result."

Calls to end ⁠euthanasia have 
increased since an investigation 
by international animal welfare 
organization Four Paws earlier 
this year found evidence of sys-
temic neglect, overcrowding 
and abuse in publicly funded 
animal shelters.

Milei submits bill 
to strengthen 

sanctions against 
Falklands activities

Argentina
 

Argentina's government has 
presented a bill to crack down 
on companies operating in the 
Falkland Islands, potentially 
escalating tensions with the 
United Kingdom over the ter-
ritory that is controlled by 
Britain but claimed by Argen-
tina.This law seeks to "punish 
those who exploit ⁠our natural 
resources illegally, create in-
centives for them to cease 
such conduct, and provide the 
national government with 
tools to protect itself against 
external threats," the presi-
dent's office said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

The Argentinian govern-
ment said last week it had 
opened sanctions proceedings 
against at least 60 companies 
and individuals linked to ⁠off-
shore oil exploration around 
the islands, which Argentina 
calls the Malvinas.

To place a classified 
ad contact:  

080-41209042

Classifieds

Karnataka Minister K.J. George 
Visits Thumbay Medicity

AJMAN
 

Karnataka Energy and Tour-
ism Minister Shri K.J. George 
visited Thumbay Medicity in 
Ajman, highlighting the 
growing links between Karna-
taka and the UAE in health-
care, medical education and 
tourism.The Minister was 
welcomed by Dr. Thumbay 
Moideen and senior members 
of the Thumbay Group at the 
healthcare and academic cam-
pus. During the visit, Shri 
George toured Gulf Medical 
University, Thumbay Univer-
sity Hospital and Thumbay 

Rehabilitation Hospital.
He reviewed the facilities 

and interacted with faculty 

members, students and health-
care professionals. The visit 
provided an opportunity to 
understand the institution’s 
medical education, clinical 
services and research infra-
structure developed by the 
Thumbay Group over more 
than two decades.Gulf Medi-
cal University, a key institu-
tion within the Thumbay 
Group, attracts students from 
more than 111 nationalities. A 
significant number of students 
and healthcare professionals 
associated with the university 
are from Karnataka and other 
parts of India.
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Allu Arjun’s Raaka first look in December
Film enthusiasts have substantial reason to 

celebrate as the creative forces behind 
the upcoming science-fiction epic 

Raaka have officially announced a major 
promotional update. 

Icon star Allu Arjun and acclaimed 
director Atlee are collaborating on this 
massive multi-starrer project, and the 
production team has confirmed that the 
first official glimpse will launch in De-
cember this year.

Production houses and official social 
media handles released a striking new 
promotional poster recently, accompanying 
it with a compelling tagline that urges audi-
ences to prepare for an entirely new cinematic 
journey. 

The teaser text commanded fans to brace them-
selves to enter his world, instantly driving intense 
digital engagement and trending topics across 
multiple social media platforms worldwide.

While studio representatives have kept precise 
rollout details under wraps, industry insiders an-
ticipate that the December release will showcase 
a high-concept teaser trailer, a motion poster, or 
a detailed visual introduction. 

This upcoming unveiling marks a critical mile-
stone for the ambitious project, which aims to 
redefine visual effects and futuristic storytelling 
in Indian cinema.

The project has maintained steady momentum 
since its initial announcement, driven further by 
an earlier promotional reveal that show-
cased Allu Arjun in an unconventional 
avatar. 

That initial teaser poster featured 
the actor with most of his facial fea-
tures concealed under heavy shadows 
and thick fur, leaving only a single in-
tense eye visible to the audience.  

This mysterious aesthetic heightened 
speculation regarding his character arc 
and the dystopian setting of the narrative. 
Production activities are currently oper-
ating at a rapid pace.

Iconstar 
Allu Arjun and 

director Atlee's 
sci-fi epic Raaka will 

release its first official 
promotional glimpse this 

December, building 
massive anticipation 

for late 2027.

Kaandhari Trailer 
Launched by Veteran 

Actor Doddanna

Veteran Kannada actor Doddanna recently showered praise on the upcoming film Kaand-
hari, calling Uttara Kannada district truly wonderful. Speaking at the trailer launch, Dod-
danna recalled his past visits to the region, noting its breathtaking natural beauty and rich 

cultural heritage. He expressed a strong desire to revisit the scenic district soon.
Produced by Supreeth Hegde Somanamane under Aakhyaana Productions and directed by 

Vinayaka Hegde Bommanalli, the movie spans three distinct eras from 1801 to 2026. Tagged as 
"A Poem of Karnataka," the film highlights the region's glorious history, including Vanavasi 
serving as an ancient capital and local heroes fighting colonial rule.Director Vinayaka explained 
that the project represents a two-year labor of love designed to preserve local history for younger 
generations. Prominent industry figures, including veteran producer Rockline Venkatesh and senior 
IAS officer Sanjay Shettannavar, attended the event to show their support. Featuring music by 
Harshavardhan Raj, cinematography by Satish, and editing by K.M. Prakash, the movie hits the-
atres statewide this month, promising audiences an unforgettable visual and historical journey.

Anant Nag wins Prestigious 
Dadasaheb Phalke award

Veteran Kannada actor 
Anant Nag has been hon-

ored with the prestigious Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award 2024, 
marking a historic milestone 
for regional and national cin-
ema. Announced by the Gov-
ernment of India, the recogni-
tion celebrates his extraordi-
nary five-decade career span-
ning over 300 films across 
Kannada, Hindi, and other 
languages.

Beginning his cinematic 
journey  in  1973  wi th 
Sankalpa, Nag seamlessly 
transitioned between pioneer-
ing parallel cinema projects 
with visionary directors like 
Shyam Benegal and im-
mensely popular mainstream 

commercial hits. His unfor-
gettable roles in classics such 
as Ondanondu Kaladalli, Ga-
neshana Maduve, and Munga-
ru Male, alongside iconic 
television appearances in 
Malgudi Days, cemented his 
legendary status across gener-
ations of viewers.

This national honor is par-
ticularly momentous for Kar-
nataka, making him only the 
second Kannada actor to re-
ceive the accolade, following 
Dr. Rajkumar in 1995. Fol-
lowing his recent Padma Bhu-
shan recognition in 2025, Nag 
dedicated this latest achieve-
ment to the people of Karna-
taka, celebrating a lifetime of 
unmatched artistic brilliance.

Dulquer's ‘Aakasamlo Oka 
Tara’ release date locked

The highly antici-
pated multi-lin-

gual romantic drama 
Aakasamlo Oka Tara 
(AOT), starring pan-Indi-

an actor Dulquer Sal-
maan and Satvika 

Veeravalli, has offi-
cially locked its 
worldwide theat-
r ica l  re lease 
date for No-
vember  20, 
2026. Direct-
ed by Pavan 
Sadineni, the 
film has gen-
erated sub-
stantial buzz 
across  the 

entertainment in-
dustry, bolstered by its 
striking teaser and a 
melodious initial sin-
gle that established 
a deeply atmo-
spheric tone. 

The makers an-
nounced the re-
lease date along-
side a captivat-
ing new promo-
tional poster 
that introduces 
audiences to 
the world of 
"Krishna," the 
character por-

trayed by Dul-
quer Salmaan. 

Reflecting on the 
creative journey, Dul-

quer shared his excitement 

with fans on social media, writing, 
"This one has been a lovely jour-
ney so far. Can't wait to introduce 
you all to this world on November 
20th. Yours, Krishna". 

Positioned as a grand cinematic 
spectacle, Aakasamlo Oka Tara 
blends a poetic romance with an 
inspiring narrative arc that tracks 
a rural girl's extraordinary journey 
and cosmic aspirations to become 
an astronaut. 

Adding heavy star power and 
depth to the narrative, versatile 
actress Shruti Haasan plays a piv-
otal and distinct role as a bold sci-
ence teacher. 

The technical and production 
standards are equally formidable. 

The film features soul-stirring 
music composed by GV Prakash 
Kumar, whose recent updates have 
continuously elevated viewer ex-
pectations, alongside crisp cine-
matography by Sujith Sarang. 
Jointly backed by prominent ban-
ners including Lightbox Media, 
Swapna Cinema, Vyjayanthi Mov-
ies, and Geetha Arts, the project 
boasts high production values. 

Designed to appeal to a wide 
demographic, the movie will hit 
silver screens simultaneously in 
Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil, and 
Hindi, ensuring a massive pan-In-
dian footprint. 

With the release date now firm-
ly secured, the core team is slated 
to roll out an aggressive multi-
city promotional campaign in the 
coming weeks to build momen-
tum ahead of its late-November 
premiere. 

Madonna returns to open 2026 MTV VMAs

Global pop icon Madonna is preparing for a historic 
comeback to the MTV Video Music Awards stage, 

marking her first live performance at the ceremony in over 
two decades. Network executives from MTV and CBS offi-
cially confirmed that the legendary artist will kick off the 
upcoming awards night with an opening act. Fans have wait-
ed more than twenty years for this moment. Madonna's last 
full performance at the VMAs took place back in 2003, 
when she shared the spotlight with Britney Spears, Christina 
Aguilera, and Missy Elliott. That unforgettable opening fea-
tured a mashup of hits alongside her iconic onstage kisses, 
cementing its place in pop culture history. Her return coin-
cides with a massive awards season for the singer, who cur-
rently leads all performers with eleven nominations this 
year. Her nods include major categories like Artist of the 
Year, Video of the Year for her film project, and Song of the 
Year. She already holds nineteen competitive trophies and a 
Video Vanguard Award. The pop superstar's history with the 
network stretches back to the very first ceremony in 1984.

A non-stop action 
journey for Nani

As Telugu cinema's versa-
tile powerhouse Nani 

puts the final touches on his 
highly anticipated high-octane 
action drama The Paradise—
slated for a worldwide theat-
rical release on September 24, 
2026—industry insiders re-
port that the actor will have 
virtually no downtime before 
diving into his next massive 
cinematic venture, Bloody 
Romeo. 

Directed by Sujeeth—who 
recently helmed the Pawan 
Kalyan blockbuster OG—
Bloody Romeo is anticipated 
to kick off its primary shoot-
ing schedules next month. 
The film marks an exciting 
collaboration between Nani 
and Sujeeth, bringing together 
two powerhouse talents 
known for redefining com-
mercial cinema. Produced by 
Venkat Boyanapalli under the 

banner of Niharika Entertain-
ment, the project has already 
generated significant pre-re-
lease hype, especially follow-
ing an inventive, stylized an-
nouncement teaser that por-
trayed Nani in a slick, dark-
humor-laced avatar as a dead-
ly, culinary-themed under-
world figure. 

According to production 
circles, Bloody Romeo will 
lean heavily into stylish ac-
t ion t ropes fused with 
dark-comedy elements, oper-
ating as an integral compo-
nent of Sujeeth's expanding 
cinematic vision (Sujeeth 
Cinematic Universe - SCU). 
The film’s sonic landscape is 
being crafted by composer 
Pravin Lakkaraju. 

This rapid back-to-back 
transition highlights Nani's 
relentless work ethic. Having 
poured immense physical and 
mental energy into Srikanth 
Odela's raw, socially-rooted 
tribal action-thriller The Par-
adise—which cleared the 
CBFC with an 'A' certificate 
and a runtime of nearly three 
hours—the actor will transi-
tion straight from grueling 
promotional obligations into 
the action-packed sets of Su-
jeeth's directorial. Compre-
hensive announcements re-
garding the extended cast, 
leading ladies, and official 
floor dates for Bloody Romeo 
are expected to follow hot on 
the heels of The Paradise's 
theatrical rollout. 

Soulful track elevates upcoming Kannada film Common Man
The latest melody from the 

upcoming Kannada film 
Common Man, titled Yede 
Moole Mooleyolage, has struck 
an immediate chord with lis-
teners ahead of its theatrical 
release on September 25.

The romantic ballad, ren-
dered by noted playback sing-
ers Javed Ali and Shruthi 
Prahlad, captures subtle emo-
tional nuances with balanced 
lyrical finesse and gentle or-
chestration. Penned by lyricist 
Sai Sarvesh and scored by 
music director Vinay Chandra, 
the composition pairs accessi-
ble prose with spacious ar-

rangements, allowing both 
vocalists to enhance the 
track’s romantic atmosphere.

The film features a diverse 
musical catalog with four con-
trasting tracks launched recent-
ly by prominent Sandalwood 
personalities, including Vinod 
Prabhakar, veteran actress and 
MLC Umashree, Ramesh 
Bhat, and Priyanka Upendra. 
In sharp contrast to the soulful 
ballad, the album also presents 
Nanna Hesaru Saniya, an ener-
getic, peppy number crooned 
by Chaitra J. Achar and Vinay 
Chandra designed specifically 
for younger audiences. The 

soundtrack also features prom-
inent vocalists such as Kailash 
Kher and Baba Sehgal.

Produced by social worker 
Dr. N. Narasimha Murthy under 
the Surabhi Films banner, the 
film features a story by Murthy, 
with screenplay and direction 
by veteran filmmaker Om Sai 
Prakash, marking his 106th di-
rectorial venture. Gowrishankar 
SRG portrays the central pro-
tagonist opposite female lead 
Sona Ladva, with veteran actor 
Ashok essaying the role of 
Governor, supported by Gane-
shrao Kesarkar, Escort Srinivas, 
and Prakash Thumminad.


