
BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
on Saturday asked graduating 
students of National Law 
School of India University 
(NLSIU) to protect democracy, 
constitutional values and not to 
stop questioning. 

Addressing the 34th annual 
convocation of NLSIU, where 
the Chief Justice of India Surya 
Kant, Supreme Court judges, 
Chief Justice of the Karnataka 
High Court Vibhu Bakhru and 
other judges were present, Shi-
vakumar said a strong democra-
cy always allows its people to 
question.

"Never stop questioning, nev-
er compromise your values and 
never forget the people," Shiva-
kumar told young graduates. He 
urged them to defend democrat-
ic institutions, uphold constitu-
tional values and make justice 
accessible to every citizen. 

Emphasising that a strong de-
mocracy must allow citizens to 
question the government, he said 
young lawyers and policymakers 
had a special responsibility to 
safeguard the Constitution, "par-
ticularly at a time when demo-
cratic institutions across the 
world were facing challenges".

"India does not simply need 
more lawyers. We need law-
yers with integrity, compassion 
and courage," he said, urging 
young lawyers to understand 
the struggles of ordinary peo-
ple and stand up for what is 
right, even when it is difficult.

Institute to train  
law graduates
The Chief Minister announced 

that the Karnataka govern-
ment will establish a dedicat-
ed institute to train law grad-
uates for judicial service ex-
aminations and provide con-
tinuing education for young 
lawyers.

Start-up Law Clinic at NLSIU
He further announced govern-
ment support for a Start-up 
Law Clinic at NLSIU, where 
students, faculty members and 
lawyers will provide pro bono 
legal advice to young entrepre-

neurs. 
Highlighting the challenge 

of judicial pendency, he said 
crores of cases were pending 
before Indian courts, with indi-
viduals and families waiting 
for justice. "For us, it may be 
just another case number. But 
for that person, it may be their 
life," he said.

Referring to India's ambition 
to become a developed nation 
by 2047, Shivakumar said de-
velopment should not be mea-
sured merely by economic 
growth, infrastructure and em-
ployment, but also by the dig-
nity, freedom, equality and se-
curity of citizens. 

He urged law graduates to 
look beyond classrooms and 
understand the challenges faced 
by farmers, workers, women 
and ordinary families. "The true 
purpose of education is not only 
to build your own future, but 
also to improve the lives of oth-
ers," he said.

He said the youth will play a 
decisive role in shaping India's 
future over the next five de-
cades.  "The greatness of India 
will not be measured only by 
how much we grow, but by 
how fairly we grow," he said, 
urging graduates to measure 
their success by the lives they 
improve and the rights they 
protect. 

Landlord bars body citing Navratri, family 
holds last rituals outside mortuary

WHEN HUMANITY TAKES A BACK SEAT

GUNA

A family  in  Madhya 
Pradesh’s Guna was forced to 
perform the post-death ritu-
als of a 31-year-old wom-
an in the open of a dis-
trict hospital mortuary 
on Saturday after their 
landlord allegedly re-
fused to allow her 
body into their rented 
house, citing the Navratri 
festival.

Pooja Rajak, a native of 
Shivpuri district, died at Guna 
district hospital during treat-
ment after battling cancer for 

a long time. She is survived 
by two daughters and a son.

Pooja’s father, Pehalwan 
Rajak, faced the painful or-
deal of arranging her last rites 
despite a severe financial 
crunch and the lack of a per-
manent home. The family had 

been residing in a rent-
ed accommodation 

in the Ghosipura 
area of Guna for 
the  las t  four 
years.

Pehalwan said 
as they planned to 

take Pooja’s body 
home, the landlord 

asked them against doing so, 
citing the ongoing religious 
rituals of Navratri. Keeping 
that in mind, the grieving 

family decided not to object 
to the landlord’s request.

According to her father, 
Pooja was estranged from her 
husband, Rakesh Lashkari, a 
resident of Indore, following 
a domestic dispute after her 
health deteriorated. She had 

left her matrimonial home and 
had been living with her par-
ents in Guna over the past few 
years.

As the family struggled to 
arrange the final farewell, so-
cial worker Pramod Bhargava 
and cow-protection volunteer 
Ram Singh Rajak stepped in 
to offer assistance. With their 
support, the family completed 
the customary rituals for a 
married woman in the open 
courtyard near the hospital 
mortuary before shifting the 
body to the cremation ground.

Upon receiving news of her 
demise, Lashkari and his sec-
ond wife arrived from Indore, 
and the husband joined the 
final rituals conducted at the 
hospital courtyard.

CM: Democracy must allow 
its citizens to question govt 
Addressing the 34th annual convocation of NLSIU, in the presence of CJI Surya Kant, 

Shivakumar said public accountability is the bedrock of democratic resilience.

Uphold justice, defend liberty: CJI
Bengaluru: Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Sat-

urday urged graduating law students to uphold justice, 
defend liberty and remain committed to constitutional 
values, saying the legal profession demands courage, 

integrity and the ability to listen to voices that often go 
unheard. Addressing the 34th annual convocation of 

the NLSIU here, he said legal education must go beyond 
academic learning and prepare students to engage with 
diverse perspectives and serve society. "I greet you not 

only with congratulations but also with immense expec-
tations." "The purpose of legal education extends be-

yond learning the principles of criminal or constitutional 
law; it rests in the invigorating experience of encounter-
ing those who see the world differently than we do," he 
said.  "The legal profession is not for the faint of heart. It 

demands not only the mastery of statutes and prece-
dent but also the courage to defend what is just, and 

the humility to listen to voices that are often unheard," 
the CJI said.  Appealing to the graduates to recognise 
their wider responsibility to the country, Kant said the 
nation expected them to contribute to society beyond 
their roles as legal practitioners. "As you step out into 

the world, know that the nation looks to you not just as 
practitioners of law but as heralds of hope," he added.

A strong democracy is 
not one where 

everyone agrees with 
the government. A 

strong democracy is one 
where every citizen has the 

freedom to question the 
government.

DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

India’s Russian crude binge to go on... 
Trump’s Russia tariff U-turn; from 500% > 100% > waiver

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump has waived key 
Russia-related sanctions and tariff measures just 
before a deadline that threatened steep penalties 
on major buyers of Russian oil, including India 
and China, according to an executive order is-
sued on Saturday. 

The decision came just days before October 
18, when the law’s new 100% tariff provision 
could apply to qualifying new purchases of Rus-
sian oil and gas.

The proposed Graham Act measures included 
tariffs of up to 100% on goods from major buy-
ers of Russian crude and 500% tariffs on US 
imports of Russian energy products. Trump cit-
ed US national interests for the waiver but re-
tains the power to impose tar-
iffs later.

The decision comes amid 
scrutiny of the administration's 
approach to Russian energy ex-
ports and its efforts to address 
elevated fuel prices. It also 
marks a shift from Trump's de-
cision to sign the legislation, 
which had bipartisan support in 
Congress and was intended to increase econom-
ic pressure on Russia over its war against 
Ukraine.

The waivers will remain in effect until Trump 
or, where authorised under the order, the Secre-
tary of State determines that further action is 
appropriate.

India gains breathing room 
NEW DELHI

India’s vulnerability stemmed from its sub-
stantial Russian crude purchases and its ex-
ports to the US. After Russia invaded Ukraine 
in February 2022, India increased its purchas-
es of discounted Russian oil, making Russia a 
major supplier to Indian refiners.

India imported an estimated 1.74 million 
barrels of Russian crude per day in September 
2026, according to Kpler. That was down 
from approximately 2.1 million barrels per 
day in August. The September estimate was 
based on data through September 27, rather 
than a final full-month tally.

Russia nevertheless 
remained India’s largest 
crude supplier.

India relies on imports 
for more than 90% of its 
crude oil needs, making 
affordable and reliable 
overseas supplies im-
portant to its energy se-
curity.  Washington, 

however, argued that revenue from Russian 
energy purchases helped fund Moscow’s war 
against Ukraine.

A 100% additional duty on covered Indian 
exports could have made them substantially 
less competitive in the US market, threatening 
orders, businesses and jobs. India therefore 
faced a balancing act between securing afford-
able energy and protecting access to a major 
export market.

India's current import scale: India has 
remained a top buyer of seaborne Russian 

crude, with Russian oil accounting for a 
substantial portion of India's import basket 
(around 44.3% in August 2026), saving bil-

lions in energy costs.

India's stance: The Ministry of External 
Affairs and Indian leadership have main-

tained that purchasing Russian oil is driven 
by national energy security and affordability 
for 1.4 billion citizens, while balancing $104 

billion+ in bilateral trade with the US.

What led to the U-turn?
Diesel deal with Moscow: The waiver followed a surprise diplomat-
ic and commercial move involving a deal to purchase Russian diesel fuel.

Domestic & economic pressures: Facing rising domestic fuel 
costs in the US and upcoming mid-term polls, the administra-
tion pivoted away from aggressive trade penalties that risked 
severe economic fallout and retaliation.

Relief for major buyers: Countries like India — which imports 
a large share of its crude oil from Russia — received immediate, 
albeit temporary, relief from tariffs that could have devastated 
its manufacturing and export competitiveness in the US market.

What the waiver means?
Not permanent: The executive order does not repeal the un-
derlying law or permanently remove the tariff threat; it places 
the penalties on hold under a presidential waiver that has no 
fixed expiry date.

Reversible at any time: The US Trade Representative can re-
view energy purchase data and revoke the waiver if Washington 
decides to reinstate pressure.

Pooja Rajak died at  Guna 
district hospital, battling cancer. Death of humanity

» A woman’s family performed rituals 
outside a hospital mortuary in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Guna after their landlord re-
portedly refused to allow her body into 
their rented home, citing Navratri.

» Pooja Rajak (31) died during treat-
ment for cancer at the district hospital, 
leaving behind two daughters and a son.

» Two local volunteers helped the finan-
cially struggling family complete the rituals 
before taking her body to a crematorium.

17 killed, many hurt in Kolkata 
Durga puja pandal stampede

KOLKATA

At least 17 people were 
feared killed and several 
others injured in a stam-
pede in a stampede-like 
situation arising out of a 
crowd surge at a commu-
nity Durga Puja in north 
Kolkata on Saturday eve-
ning, as per media re-
ports. 

The incident occurred 
at the Chorbagan Sarboj-
anin Puja pandal in the 
northern part of the city 
around 7 pm amid heavy 
rain and lightning.

As it started raining, 
the crowd waiting out-
side the pandal rushed 

forward, and some of 
them fell on the road, 
leading to the stampede, 
a senior officer said.

Several visitors alleged 
that the stampede oc-
curred due to inadequate 
safety arrangements by 
the Kolkata Police.

According to hospital 
and police sources, sev-
eral people succumbed to 
their injuries, while the 
condition of many others 
was stated to be critical.

West Bengal Chief 
Min i s t e r  Suvendhu 
Adhikari and Health 
M i n i s t e r  S a r a d w a t 
Mukherjee rushed to the 
hospital.

Man gets death penalty for 
brutal rape of 9-yr-old girl

MYSURU

In a landmark verdict in a chill-
ing case of sexual assault and 
murder that shocked Mysuru, a 
city court on Saturday sentenced 
Karthik alias Garadi to death for 
raping and brutally murdering a 
nine-year-old girl.

The court also imposed a fine 
of ₹1 lakh and directed that 
compensation of ₹13.5 lakh be 
paid to the victim’s parents un-
der the victim compensation 
scheme.

The crime took place on Oc-
tober 9, 2025, when the accused, 
who had come to Mysuru from 
Kalaburagi to sell balloons and 
other goods, allegedly abducted 
the child from a makeshift shel-
ter near the Nagalakshmi Tem-

ple in Ittege Gudu. The girl was 
sleeping beside her parents when 
the accused allegedly took her 
away between 4.30 am and 5.30 
am and carried her to an isolated 
spot about 100 metres away. He 
sexually assaulted her and 
stabbed her 27 times with a 
knife before throwing her body 
into a nearby pit and fleeing.

Following a complaint by the 
child’s mother, the Nazarbad po-
lice filed a case under sections 
137(2), 65(2) and 103(1) of the 
BNS, along with Sections 4, 
5(l), 5(m) and 6 of the POCSO 
Act.  Considering the gravity of 
the crime and the public outrage, 
City Police Commissioner See-
ma Latkar ordered the formation 
of special teams to trace the ac-
cused and probe  the case.

10 killed in fire at 
seaside resort in 

Bangladesh
DHAKA

At least 10 people were killed and 
nine injured on Saturday in a fire at a 

seaside resort in the south-eastern 
Bangladeshi district of Cox’s Bazar, 

officials said. The fire broke out 
around 6:30 am on Saturday at TUP-
TUP Resto and Resort in Inani, Cox’s 

Bazar, according to Mohammad Atikur 
Rahman Majumder, chief of Ukhiya 

Police Station. Sabuktagin Mahmud 
Sohel, resident medical officer at 

Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital, said five 
of the injured had burns covering 

around 5% of their bodies. “The other 
person was injured in a fall and was 
discharged after receiving first aid. 

The three-storey resort, built mainly 
of bamboo and wood, is about 29 km 

from Kolatoli, near the entrance to 
the beach town. Around 30 people 
were reportedly at the resort when 

the fire broke out. Four to five people 
escaped, but as per reports the 

whereabouts and condition of the 
others remain unknown.

Air India, AI Express cancel 
Saudi flights till Oct 24

BENGALURU 
Air India and Air India Express on 

Saturday announced the extension 
of flight cancellations to Saudi Ara-
bia until October 24 due to escalat-
ing geopolitical tensions. Earlier this 
week, IndiGo and Akasa Air had also 
announced the cancellation of their 
services to Saudi Arabian cities. “In 
view of the prevailing situation, Air 

India and Air India Express have 
temporarily suspended flights to and 
from Jeddah, Riyadh and Dammam 

until 24 October 2026,” Air India said 
in a post on X, and mentioned that it 
was committed to providing as much 
flexibility as possible during this pe-

riod. The airline said it was closely 
monitoring the situation. On Friday, 
Air India cancelled flights to Saudi 

Arabia till October 20, while Air India 
Express had earlier suspended oper-
ations to the Gulf country till Octo-
ber 17. Tensions have been rising in 

West Asia due to the attacks by 
Yemen’s Houthis targeting civilian 
infrastructure in Saudi Arabia, in-

cluding at the Riyadh airport.

QUICK READ

Sting op: HDK hits 
streets, seeks 

arrest of culprits
BENGALURU: Union Minis-
ter for Heavy Industries and 
Steel HD Kumaraswamy on 
Saturday took to the streets in 
Bengaluru, leading a JD(S) 
foot march from the party head-
quarters to Freedom Park de-
manding the immediate arrest 
of those allegedly behind a 
sting operation targeting former 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

The march began at JP Bha-
van, the JD(S) headquarters in 
Sheshadripuram, and proceed-
ed towards the DGP's office on 
Nrupathunga Road. Police per-
sonnel repeatedly attempted to 
stop the procession, but the 
protesters continued. Police 
later blocked the road near 
Freedom Park with buses and 
barricades, following which 
the demonstration continued at 
Freedom Park.

Dipke released 
after signing 
'Peace Bond'

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Saturday or-
dered the conditional release of 
the CJP founder, Abhijeet Dipke, 
a day after he was detained and 
then arrested as he planned to 
head to Connaught Place for a 
march as part of ongoing pro-
tests against alleged electoral 
fraud. He was ordered to provide 
a Rs 50,000 bond and declare he 
won't disrupt peace, it is learnt. 

He came out of the Mandir 
Marg police station soon after 
the hearing before a magistrate.

In his first reaction after that, 
on X, Dipke shared a photo of 
Shah Rukh Khan's character in 
tears in the movie 'Veer-Zara' 
(2004) upon being released after 
22 years in a Pakistani jail. He 
captioned it: "How it feels walk-
ing out of jail after 24 hours 
with no wifi and phone."

Actor Khan moves 
HC against 'leave 

country' order 
Mumbai: Bollywood 

actor Imran Khan, a US 
citizen, on Saturday filed 
a petition in the Bombay 
High Court challenging 

a notice issued by police 
directing him to leave 
India by October 28 

after he participated in a 
political protest, even as 

he received a show-cause 
notice from the FRRO as 
to why his Overseas Citi-
zen of India (OCI) status 
should not be cancelled. 
In his plea before the HC, 
the actor said the notice 

issued by the Mumbai po-
lice was "illegal, arbitrary, 

perverse and drastic".

Why India was at risk  
of higher tariffs
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister for Food 
and Civil Supplies, Rizwan 
Arshad, has officially written 
to Union Minister for Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, Hard-
eep Singh Puri, demanding 
immediate intervention to 
resolve a severe backlog of 
domestic cooking gas appli-
cations across the state. Point-
ing out that thousands of 
households are currently 
struggling due to a freeze on 
new releases, the state gov-
ernment has urged federal 
authorities to coordinate di-
rectly with major oil market-
ing companies to normalize 
supplies.

The administrative crisis 
stems from a prolonged glob-
al liquefied petroleum gas 
disruption that has stalled the 
issuance of fresh domestic 
connections over the past sev-
eral months. According to 
state records, approximately 
36,000 applications remain 
pending as of August 2026, 
leaving newly formed house-
holds, low-income families, 

and urban migrants in a vul-
nerable position. With rapid 
urbanization, industrial ex-
pansion, and an influx of tech 
professionals heading to hubs 
like Bengaluru, the demand 
for clean cooking energy has 
surged dramatically, making 
current shortages acutely felt.

In his comprehensive letter, 
Minister Arshad highlighted 
the heavy socioeconomic and 
health burdens forced upon 
citizens by this administrative 

delay. Without reliable access 
to standard cooking gas, mar-
ginalized communities and 
working-class families are of-
ten compelled to revert to tra-
ditional, unclean fuels such as 
firewood, charcoal, and kero-
sene. This reliance not only 
increases daily hardships for 
women and children tasked 
with gathering alternative 
fuel, but also triggers severe 
indoor air pollution, leading 
to chronic respiratory ail-

ments and heightened house-
hold safety risks.

Furthermore, the state gov-
ernment emphasized that 
smaller 5 kg cylinders remain 
financially unviable for mid-
dle-class and economically 

weaker sections due to steep 
pricing gaps compared to 
standard connections. Pro-
longed unavailability also 
opens doors for i l legal 
black-market activities and 
unauthorized refills. The state 
administration has strongly 
appealed to the central gov-
ernment to prioritize Karnata-
ka’s growing energy require-
ments, clear the pending 
backlog, and direct fuel dis-
tributors to resume regular 
services for all eligible citi-
zens following standard veri-
fication procedures.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka is currently facing 
one of its worst agricultural 
crises in history, with 226 ta-
luks officially declared 
drought-affected due to the 
failure of monsoon rains driv-
en by the El Niño effect. Esti-
mated losses across the state 
have already crossed the 
alarming mark of 70,000 
crore rupees. Deputy Chief 
Minister G. Parameshwara 
has warned that this wide-
spread rural distress is not 
only devastating farming 
communities but is also cast-
ing a dark shadow over the 
state’s financial stability and 
Goods and Services Tax reve-
nue.

The collapse of agricultural 
activity has sharply reduced 
rural consumption and house-
hold purchasing power. Be-
cause village markets rely 
heavily on seasonal crop 
yields, the drop in spending is 
slowing down commercial ac-
tivity across rural sectors. Tax 
experts, including Federation 
of Karnataka Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry com-
mittee chairman B.T. Mano-

har, point out that this down-
turn will inevitably ripple 
through industries connected 
to rural supply chains, leading 
to a natural decline in overall 
tax collections. This financial 
strain comes on top of the 
heavy implementation costs 
of the state’s flagship five 
guarantee welfare schemes, 
compounding challenges for 
the administration.

Despite these growing hur-
dles, government data shows 
that the state collected 45,708 

crore rupees in GST during 
the first six months of the fis-
cal year up to September. Col-
lections fluctuated across 
months, with figures standing 
at 8,947 crore rupees in April, 
dropping through the summer, 
rising again to over eight 
thousand two hundred crore 
rupees in July and August, be-
fore sliding by nearly eight 
hundred crore rupees in Sep-
tember.

While upcoming festive 
seasons like Dasara and Dee-

pavali may temporarily boost 
urban retail spending and 
short-term revenue, officials 
remain cautious. The state 
government has set a target of 
1,25,000 crore rupees in com-
mercial taxes for the current 
budget, but the prolonged ru-
ral drought poses a severe test 
to achieving this goal. Au-
thorities are currently review-
ing emergency measures to 
bolster revenue streams and 
mitigate the wider economic 
fallout across the state.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has officially 
issued a comprehensive yel-
low alert across multiple re-
gions of the state, warning 
citizens of heavy downpours, 
intense lightning, and gusty 
winds that are expected to 
persist until October 22. 
Driven by active northeast 
monsoon winds and a devel-
oping atmospheric depres-
sion, the wet weather has put 
local administrations on high 
alert, impacting daily rou-
tines and agricultural activi-
ties alike.

In the capital city of Ben-
galuru, both urban and rural 
areas are bracing for per-
sistent rainfall, which has al-
ready begun disrupting traffic 
and causing waterlogging in 
low-lying localities. Authori-
ties have urged commuters to 
plan their travels carefully 
and advised schools and of-
fices to stay updated on local 
advisories.

Meanwhile, coastal districts 
including Dakshina Kannada, 
Udupi, and Uttara Kannada 
are experiencing rough weath-
er conditions. With strong sur-
face winds sweeping across 
the shoreline, the weather of-
fice has strictly cautioned 

fishermen against venturing 
into the Arabian Sea until 
conditions stabilize.

The wet spell is equally 
pronounced across the Malnad 
and Southern Interior belts. 
Districts such as Chamara-
janagar, Mysuru, Kodagu, 
Shivamogga, Chikkamagalu-
ru, Hassan, and Bengaluru 
South (Ramanagara) are fore-
casted to receive heavy thun-
derstorms. Hill regions remain 
vulnerable to localized mud-
slides and slippery road con-
ditions, prompting deputy 
commissioners to monitor 
vulnerable zones closely.

In the Northern Interior dis-
tricts—including Belagavi, 
Dharwad, Gadag, Haveri, and 
Bagalkot—moderate to heavy 
showers accompanied by sur-
face winds reaching speeds of 
30 to 40 kilometers per hour 
are expected. Agricultural ex-
perts note that while some 
standing crops may face stress 
from excessive moisture, lo-
cal authorities continue to co-

ordinate disaster response 
teams to handle potential 
emergencies swiftly.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy has launched a 
scathing attack on the state 
administration, expressing 
grave suspicions that the 
Chief Minister himself may 
have been targeted and 
trapped in a covert “sting” 
operation. Speaking to re-
porters after meeting the 
state’s new Governor at Lok 
Bhavan, the Janata Dal (Sec-
ular) leader asserted that the 
current government appears 
to have completely surren-
dered to an individual or-
chestrating these secret re-
cordings.

Kumaraswamy criticized 
the state of modern journal-
ism, noting that while Karna-
taka was once viewed as a 
shining model for the press, 
certain actors now hide be-
hind media credentials to run 
extortion rings. Pointing to 
the relaxed and casual de-
meanor of the individuals 
involved during police inter-
actions, he questioned why 
the ruling administration 
looks helpless and afraid. 
According to the Union Min-
ister, this climate of fear sug-
gests that top political lead-
ers are being controlled like 
puppets.

On cabinet dynamics
Addressing questions regard-
ing cabinet dynamics and 
recent meetings between se-
nior leaders, Kumaraswamy 
stated that discussions be-
tween current and former 

leaders are natural, especial-
ly given that past sting oper-
a t i o n s  h a v e  t a r g e t e d 
high-profile figures. He also 
took aim at the Home Minis-
ter’s statements and chal-
lenged officials regarding 
transparency in the police 
department, demanding that 
investigators handle sensi-
tive appointments and probes 
fairly without political inter-
ference.

Courtesy call on the 
Governor
Earlier in the day, a delega-
tion of JD(S) legislators met 
the newly appointed Gover-
nor to offer formal greetings. 
During this courtesy visit, 
the leaders formally request-
ed that the Governor take 
note of the deteriorating ad-

ministrative standards and 
help guide the state back to-
ward proper governance. Ku-
maraswamy reiterated that 
his party’s concerns stem 
from a genuine responsibility 
toward the public rather than 
personal hostility, promising 
that the party will decide its 
next legal and political steps 
soon.

Sting controversy: CM trapped 
in racket, claims HDK

Surrounded by shadows of covert recordings, Union Minister 
Kumaraswamy claims the Karnataka leadership is trapped.

Yellow alert issued 
across K’taka 

till October 22

Centre urged to clear Karnataka LPG backlog

Drought threatens Karnataka’s economy, GST revenue

Public demands action over 
Sarjapur road rage incident

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An auto-rickshaw driver 
unleashed a furious road 
rage incident on Sarjapur 

Main Road. After a car 
driver honked at a sudden 

turn, the enraged auto 
driver chased the vehicle, 

blocked its path, and 
hurled severe verbal 
abuse. He also made 

aggressive and obscene 
gestures in a dramatic 

filmy-style confrontation. 
The entire chaotic epi-

sode was clearly recorded 
on the car’s dashcam and 
quickly went viral online. 

Citizens are now express-
ing deep concern over ris-
ing road violence and are 
demanding immediate, 

strict police action 
against the driver.

Court orders unpaid 
salary for postal worker

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has 
pulled up the Postal 

Department for with-
holding a female employ-
ee’s salary for 36 months. 

Sakkubai Badigera, 
appointed on compas-

sionate grounds after her 
father passed away, 

served 16 years while fac-
ing eligibility hurdles over 
being a married woman. 
Justice M. Nagaprasanna 
ordered the department 
to clear all pending dues 

and arrears within two 
weeks. The court also 

imposed a ₹50,000 fine 
on the department for 

putting her through 
unnecessary legal hard-

ship.

WHAT HDK ALLEGES

Leaders caught in 
secret traps
–	 Fake media personnel are 

reportedly using hidden 
recordings to manipulate 
leaders and mint money.

–	 The ruling administration’s 
reluctance to act has raised 
serious governance 
concerns.

“Looking at his 
conduct, there is a 

strong suspicion that the 
CM might have been 
trapped and turned into 
a puppet.”

– H.D. Kumaraswamy 
Union Minister

THE CHARGE AND THE 
DEMAND

STING OPERATIONS
Tarnishing democracy and 
media integrity. Demand: 

complete halt and thorough 
investigation

STATE ADMINISTRATION
Straying from proper 

governance. Demand: steering 
back on track via governor

Monsoon fury grips 
Karnataka as a yellow 

alert, with coastal 
warnings, forecasts 

heavy downpours and 
lightning across the 

state until October 22.

Where and what
■	 Bengaluru: persistent rain 

disrupting traffic; 
waterlogging

■	 Coast: rough weather; 
fishermen told to stay off the 
sea

■	 Malnad, south: heavy 
thunderstorms; mudslide 
watch in the hills

■	 North interior: moderate to 
heavy showers, winds of 
30-40 km/h

Karnataka demands 
urgent federal 

intervention to clear a 
staggering 36,000 

pending domestic cooking 
gas applications.

DROUGHT STALLS GST GROWTH
B’luru hosts the inaugural ICSI Invest summit
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
The Institute of Company 
Secretaries of India success-
fully hosted its maiden invest-
ment summit in the Silicon 
Valley of India. Industry lead-
ers, startup founders, venture 
capitalists, and corporate gov-
ernance experts gathered at 
the major financial event to 
discuss strategies for driving 
economic growth and acceler-
ating the nation's journey to-
ward a fully developed econ-
omy.

The high-profile conference 

centered on building a pros-
perous future through strate-
gic financial investments and 
robust corporate management. 
Prominent technology pioneer 
and Infosys co-founder S. D. 
Shibulal graced the occasion 
as the guest of honor. Ad-
dressing the audience of near-
ly five hundred hybrid partic-
ipants, he emphasized that 
financial capital alone is nev-
er enough to guarantee long-
term business success. He 
noted that the true value lies 
in what enterprises build us-
ing those funds while main-

taining the absolute highest 
standards of corporate gover-
nance and stakeholder trust. 
He encouraged corporate pro-
fessionals to serve as reliable 
ethical guides inside company 
boardrooms.

Organized by the local 
Bengaluru chapter, the sum-
mit featured dynamic panel 
discussions, networking ses-
sions, and interactive work-
shops. Experts explored In-
dia's rapidly shifting invest-
ment ecosystem, highlighting 
how small startups success-
fully transition into large-
scale unicorns. Sessions also 
provided practical insights 
into venture funding, regula-
tory compliance, and sustain-
able business models.

Institute leaders stressed 
that financial investments act 
as powerful catalysts that 
turn innovative ideas into re-
ality, fueling technological 
progress and sustainable de-
velopment nationwide. Orga-
nizers hope the collaborative 
partnerships formed during 
the conference will empower 
young entrepreneurs and 
boost regional economic de-
velopment in the months 
ahead.

APS Commerce College celebrates Talent Day 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
APS Commerce College re-
cently hosted a vibrant Tal-
ent Day celebration, offer-
ing students an energetic 
platform to display their 
artistic abilities, confi-
dence, and diverse skills. 
The lively campus event 
featured special guest ap-
pearances by popular actor 
Srinath Vasishta and re-
nowned playback singer 
Jogi Sunitha, who inspired 
the enthusiastic crowd of 
young learners and faculty 
members.

Speaking as the chief 
guest, APS Group of Insti-
tutions President Dr. Vishnu 
Bharath Alampalli deliv-
ered an inspiring address to 
the students. He empha-
sized that true education 
goes far beyond textbooks, 
playing a vital role in shap-
ing discipline, character, 
and overall personality. He 
urged youngsters never to 
restrict their goals or settle 
for mediocrity. More im-
portantly, he advised stu-

dents never to sacrifice 
their personal ethics or core 
values for quick wins, 
stressing that integrity 
forms  the  bedrock  of 
long-lasting success.

Actor Srinath Vasishta 
took the stage to share fond 
memories of his long-stand-
ing relationship with the 
institution. 

He praised the college ad-
ministration for prioritizing 
holistic student develop-
ment and creating environ-
ments where hidden cre-
ative talents can thrive. He 
noted that schools and col-

leges must actively encour-
age extracurricular growth 
alongside academics so stu-
dents can discover their 
true potential.

The celebration reached a 
high point when singer Jogi 
Sunitha performed a mes-
merizing musical set that 
captivated the entire audi-
ence. Other key institution-
al leaders, including gov-
erning council chairman 
H.V. Gautham and principal 
Parameshwar, attended the 
event to support the student 
participants and celebrate 
their achievements.
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Ballari farmers face ₹80 crore crop loss₹4,500 crore plan for KPS schools

GRUHA JYOTHI: SUBMIT DOCUMENTS BY OCT 31

CH NEWS,  BALLARI

Farmers in Ballari district are 
facing severe financial distress 
after a rainfall deficit damaged 
crops across 71,756.5 hect-
ares, with the estimated loss 
reaching approximately 
₹80 crore. Despite the comple-
tion of crop damage surveys 
and submission of a report to 
the government, farmers have 
expressed anger over delays in 
receiving compensation.

The district experienced a 
45 per cent deficit in rainfall 
during the monsoon season, 
leaving thousands of farmers 
struggling to protect their 
crops. Both agricultural and 
horticultural crops have suf-
fered damage due to insuffi-
cient rainfall.

According to the district ad-
ministration’s preliminary as-
sessment, the estimated loss 
has been calculated based on 
government guidelines, and a 
report has been submitted to 
the government.

Siruguppa and Sandur ta-
luks are among the worst-af-
fected areas, although farmers 
across other parts of the dis-
trict have also reported signif-
icant losses.

Delayed rains and canal 
water worsen crisis
The delayed filling of the 
Tungabhadra Reservoir also 
affected the timely release of 

water into irrigation canals. 
The combination of inade-
quate rainfall and delayed ca-
nal water supply left farmers 
unable to save their standing 
crops.

Many farmers had borrowed 
money to purchase seeds, fer-
tilisers and other agricultural 
inputs. With their crops with-
ering in the fields, they now 
face mounting debts and little 
hope of recovering their in-
vestments. The losses have 

also raised concerns about 
their ability to prepare for the 
next agricultural season.

Farmers demand 
immediate 
compensation
Farmers have expressed disap-
pointment that compensation 
has not reached them despite 
separate crop damage surveys 
conducted by the state and 
central governments. They say 
the delay is worsening their 

financial difficulties and could 
affect future farming activities.

Farmers Madhava Reddy 
and Basavana Gowda have 
urged the authorities to release 
the pending relief without fur-
ther delay.

Meanwhile, farmer organi-
sations have questioned the 
adequacy of the proposed 
compensation, arguing that the 
previously announced amount 
of ₹2,500 is insufficient to 
cover the losses suffered by 
cultivators.

They have demanded a sci-
entific assessment of crop 
damage and compensation 
proportionate to the actual 
losses. Farmer leaders have 
warned that protests could in-
tensify if the government fails 
to respond promptly.

With crop losses estimated 
at ₹80 crore, affected farmers 
are now awaiting concrete re-
lief measures to help them 
manage their debts and contin-
ue agricultural activities.

CH NEWS,  ATHANI

The Karnataka government 
plans to develop Karnataka 
Public Schools (KPS) across 
the state at an estimated cost 
of ₹4,500 crore to provide 
quali ty educat ion from 
pre-primary to pre-university 
college (PUC) on a single 
campus, School Education 
and Literacy Minister Madhu 
Bangarappa said.

Addressing the centenary 
celebrations of the upgraded 
Government Kannada Higher 
Primary School at Naganur 
P.K. in Athani taluk of Be-
lagavi district, the minister 
announced that steps would 
be taken to upgrade the vil-
lage’s government school into 
a Karnataka Public School.

Bangarappa said around 
1.16 crore children were 
studying in institutions under 
his department. In the first 
phase, the government plans 
to develop 1,200 KPS institu-
tions, creating better educa-
tional facilities and improving 
access to quality schooling.

He also said the government 
was considering providing 
free vehicles to KPS schools 
to improve transportation fa-
cilities for students.

More support for govt 
school students
The minister highlighted sev-
eral initiatives aimed at 
strengthening government 

schools under the programme 
‘Our School, Our Responsi-
bility’. He said the initiative 
sought to encourage public 
participation in school devel-
opment and improve educa-
tional infrastructure.

Bangarappa noted that 
13,500 teachers had already 
been recruited, while the pro-
cess of recruiting another 
17,500 teachers was under 
way. The government was 
also implementing a bilingual 
education policy in the state.

He further announced that 
the Azim Premji Foundation 
was contributing ₹1,591 crore 
towards providing eggs to 
children in government 
schools. The government was 
also considering distributing 
free notebooks, in addition to 
textbooks, to students up to 
PUC from the next academic 
year.

The minister stressed that 
education was essential for 
shaping children’s futures and 
called on parents and commu-

nities to support the develop-
ment of government schools.

Naganur school 
completes 100 years
The Government Kannada 
Higher Primary School in 
Naganur P.K. was established 
in 1926. The centenary cele-
brations highlighted its histo-
ry, academic achievements 
and development over the 
decades.

Bangarappa recalled the 
contributions of former Chief 
Minister S. Bangarappa, who 
introduced several welfare 
programmes, including initia-
tives to encourage enrolment 
in government schools.

Cooperation Minister Lax-
man Savadi, MLC Hanaman-
tha Nirani and other officials 
attended the event. The minis-
ter urged communities to work 
together to ensure that chil-
dren receive quality education 
without placing an excessive 
financial burden on their fam-
ilies.

A 45% monsoon 
rainfall deficit left the 

district’s farmers 
struggling to save their 

crops.

45%
monsoon rainfall deficit

71,756.5 ha
of crops damaged

₹80 crore
estimated loss

CONSUMER VERIFICATION SURVEY

SINCE 1926

100
YEARS

CH NEWS,  HUBBALLI

The Hubli Electricity Supply 
Company (HESCOM) has 
urged Gruha Jyothi scheme 
beneficiaries whose houses 
were locked or vacant during 
the door-to-door survey to 
submit the required docu-
ments at their nearest HES-
COM sub-divisional office by 
October 31.

The state government has 
extended the deadline to pro-
vide another opportunity for 

consumers who could not par-
ticipate in the verification 
process. Eligible consumers 

must visit the concerned 
sub-divisional office in person 
and submit their documents to 
complete the survey.

According to HESCOM 
data, a total of 34,65,585 
consumers are registered un-
der the Gruha Jyothi scheme 
across its seven-district juris-
diction. The figures also in-
clude beneficiaries of the 
Bhagya Jyoti, Kutira Jyoti 

and Amrit Jyoti schemes.
However, some consumers 

could not be verified because 
their houses were locked, va-
cant or the occupants were 
unavailable when survey per-
sonnel visited. Following a 
request, the government is-
sued an order extending the 
survey deadline until October 
31.

Final opportunity for 
document verification
The extension is intended to 
ensure that eligible beneficia-
ries who missed the door-to-
door survey can complete the 
required formalities. Consum-
ers in this category have been 
advised not to miss the re-
vised deadline.

They must approach their 
nearest HESCOM sub-divi-

sional office personally and 
submit the necessary docu-
ments for verification. The 
authorities have described this 
as the final opportunity for the 
affected consumers to partici-
pate in the survey.

The Gruha Jyothi scheme 
provides eligible households 
with free electricity benefits 
subject to the scheme’s pre-
scribed conditions. 

Farmer dies after 
lightning strike amid 

heavy rains
CH NEWS,  HAVERI

A 62-year-old farmer died 
after being struck by light-
ning while working on his 

farmland at Joyisara 
Haralahalli village in 

Ranebennur taluk. The 
deceased was identified 

as Mahadevappa 
Shidenuru. The incident 
occurred under the juris-
diction of Halageri Police 
Station. Heavy rain and 
thunderstorms lashed 
Haveri city for over an 

hour, flooding roads and 
disrupting traffic. Rainwa-

ter damaged maize and 
soybean crops that had 
been spread out to dry. 

Water also entered 
low-lying areas, prompt-
ing residents to demand 
proper drainage mainte-
nance. The Meteorologi-
cal Department has is-
sued a yellow alert for 
several Karnataka dis-

tricts, forecasting further 
rainfall and thunder-

storms.

Dharwad court 
sentences man to 23 
years’ imprisonment
CH NEWS,  DHARWAD

The Second Additional 
District and Special POC-

SO Sessions Court in 
Dharwad has sentenced a 

37-year-old man to 23 
years of rigorous impris-
onment for sexually as-
saulting a minor girl. The 
incident occurred in 2023 

at a village in Kalghatgi 
taluk. The convict, 

Prashantha Gowda 
Neelappa Gowda, had 
threatened the girl and 
warned her against dis-

closing the crime. He also 
threatened to kill her fa-

ther. The girl later became 
pregnant and gave birth in 

2024 at KIMS Hospital, 
Hubballi. The court im-

posed a fine of Rs 50,000 
and ordered Rs 6 lakh 

compensation for the vic-
tim from the State Vic-

tims’ Fund.

Joshi promises positive 
review of sugar MSP

Expressing confidence in a swift resolution, the Union Minister 
urged sugarcane growers to cooperate with the committee.

CH NEWS,  HUBBALLI

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi 
has assured sugarcane farmers 
that the Central Government 
is committed to addressing 
their demands, including con-
cerns over the minimum sell-
ing price (MSP) of sugar.

He said a high-level expert 
committee has been formed to 
examine the issues and submit 
its recommendations at the 
earliest.

Speaking in Hubballi after 
a meeting with farmers in 
Delhi, Joshi said the commit-
tee had been instructed to con-
sider the demands positively. 
He urged sugarcane growers to 
cooperate with the committee, 
expressing confidence that a 
solution would be found soon.

Addressing the challenges 
faced by farmers in Karnataka, 
Joshi said sugar mills in Maha-
rashtra and Uttar Pradesh were 
operating without similar pro-
tests. He also highlighted the 
Centre’s procurement of etha-
nol produced from sugarcane 
and said he would discuss the 
possibility of purchasing addi-
tional quantities with the 

Union Petroleum Minister.
Joshi appealed to farmers to 

end their protest and return 
home for the festive season, 
assuring them that the govern-
ment was willing to discuss 
their concerns. He said the Na-
rendra Modi-led government 
stood with farmers and re-
mained open to dialogue to 
resolve the dispute.

Joshi urges state 
government to act
The Union Minister also called 
on the Karnataka government 
to examine the State Advised 
Price (SAP) for sugarcane and 
take strict action to address 
complaints related to weighing 
irregularities and sugarcane 
losses during mechanical har-
vesting.

He claimed that sugarcane 
losses in Karnataka were high-
er than in other states and 
urged the authorities to direct 
sugar factories to minimise 
wastage. Joshi further pointed 
out that five other states had 
announced an SAP, while Kar-
nataka had not taken similar 
action.

He criticised the state gov-
ernment for failing to resolve 
the issue and questioned why 
farmers were directing their 
protests towards the Centre. 

However, he reiterated that the 
protesting farmers were enti-
tled to have their concerns ex-
amined.

The formation of the expert 
committee has raised hopes 
among sugarcane growers 
seeking better returns for their 
produce. Farmers are now 
awaiting the committee’s rec-
ommendations and further dis-
cussions between the Centre, 
state government and sugar 
industry stakeholders to deter-
mine the next course of action.

Modi govt boosts ethanol procurement 
for farmers

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi said the Narendra Mo-
di-led government remains committed to protecting 

farmers’ interests through Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) and crop procurement. He stated that ethanol 
procurement has increased significantly from 38 crore 

litres before 2014 to 1,200 crore litres under the present 
government. Karnataka alone accounts for 165 crore 

litres, benefiting sugarcane farmers. Joshi said a com-
mittee has been formed following a meeting in Delhi to 

address sugarcane farmers’ concerns. He added that 
the government aims to balance farmers’ interests 

with consumer needs while resolving procurement-re-
lated challenges.

Laxmi Hebbalkar backs sugarcane farmers’ padayatra
CH NEWS,  BELAGAVI

Former minister Laxmi Heb-
balkar has extended her full 
and unequivocal support to 
the ongoing sugarcane farm-
ers’ padayatra in Belagavi.

The protest march, spear-
headed by prominent farmer 
leader Chunappa Pujeri, is 
pressing for a significant hike 
in the minimum selling price 
(MSP) of sugar, alongside 
several other critical demands 
aimed at safeguarding the ag-
ricultural community’s wel-
fare.

Demonstrating her solidar-

ity, Hebbalkar personally tele-
phoned the agitating farmers 
during their march to assure 
them of her backing. Her en-
dorsement has notably bol-
stered the morale of the pro-
testers, strengthening their 
ongoing struggle for fair agri-
cultural policies and better 
remuneration.

Adding to the family’s ac-
tive engagement, her son, 
Mrinal Hebbalkar, physically 
joined the farmers’ protest on 
the ground to stand shoul-
der-to-shoulder with them 
and echo their grievances.

The agitating farmers have 

voiced serious concerns over 
pricing and operational chal-
lenges, urging the government 

to take immediate corrective 
action. The high-profile polit-
ical backing from the Heb-
balkar family adds substantial 
weight to the farmers’ agita-
tion, turning regional atten-
tion toward the pressing is-
sues plaguing sugarcane 
growers in Belagavi.

Observers note that this 
strong political alignment 
could amplify pressure on au-
thorities to expedite negotia-
tions and address the core 
demands raised during the 
march, ensuring fair econom-
ic returns for cultivators 
across the district.

Cane farmers’ fight 
seeks fair prices 

for all crops
CH NEWS,  BELAGAVI

The ongoing agitation by sug-
arcane farmers in Karnataka 
is not limited to sugarcane 
prices but aims to secure fair 
prices for all agricultural 
crops, said Shashikanta Guru-
ji, a leader of the Karnataka 
State Farmers’ Association 
and Hasiru Sene.

Speaking to the media 
during a padayatra by sugar-
cane farmers near K.K. Kop-
pa Cross in Belagavi taluk, 
Guruji said the farmers had 
presented their demands to 
Union Minister Pralhad Joshi 
in Delhi. He stressed that their 
movement was based on the 
recommendations of the Dr. 
M.S. Swaminathan Commis-
sion and sought better returns 
for farmers across the country.

He said farmers were de-
manding Minimum Support 
Prices (MSP) for crops in-
cluding tur, cotton, soybean, 
paddy, maize and groundnuts, 
along with better prices for 
sugarcane.

Farmers seek talks with 
Union Minister
Guruji urged Joshi to meet the 
protesting farmers as their pa-
dayatra progressed towards 
Hubballi. He said the agitation 
could be called off if the gov-
ernment clarified when and by 
how much MSP would be in-
creased, assured ethanol pro-
curement and explained the 
scientific basis for revising the 
Fair and Remunerative Price 
(FRP) of sugarcane.

He added that the farmers 
expected the government to 
engage directly with them 
rather than limit discussions to 
press conferences or interme-
diaries. According to Guruji, 
the march could take another 
three to four days to reach 
Hubballi, where farmer lead-
ers would discuss the next 
course of action.

He also said the movement 
was free from political, caste, 
religious and regional divi-
sions, emphasising that its pri-
mary objective was to secure 

better returns for cultivators.

Committee must act 
without delay
Guruji said a committee had 
been constituted to examine 
the farmers’ demands but ex-
pressed doubts about whether 
it would deliver justice, citing 
previous committees whose 
recommendations had not met 
farmers’ expectations. He said 
the committee should an-
nounce a clear timeline for 
submitting its report.

He added that no govern-
ment representative had di-
rectly approached the protest-
ers so far. The farmers would 
make their final decision at 
Gurlapur, where around 200 
people had gathered in sup-
port of the movement.

Guruji said farmers and sup-
porters were voluntarily pro-
viding rice, pulses and vegeta-
bles to sustain the march, ex-
pressing confidence that the 
agitation would achieve mean-
ingful results.

What could end the 
march

1 Clarity on when, and by how 
much, the MSP will be 

raised

2 An assurance on ethanol 
procurement

3 The scientific basis for 
revising the FRP of 

sugarcane

The movement is free from 
political, caste, religious 

and regional divisions
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

State authorities are gearing 
up to honor Maharshi Valmiki 
with comprehensive public 
events and long-term commu-
nity development projects. A 
high-level preliminary meet-
ing took place at Vikasa 
Soudha, chaired by Sched-
uled Tribes Welfare Minister 
T. Raghumurthy, to discuss 
preparations for the upcoming 
birth anniversary celebrations 
and address core concerns af-
fecting the tribal population 
across the region.

During the gathering, offi-
cials and community leaders 
discussed ways to make the 
annual Jayanti meaningful by 
educating the public about the 
sage’s life teachings and his-
torical contributions. A major 
highlight of the discussion 
involved a proposal to rede-
sign and beautify the existing 
Valmiki Park located near the 
Legislators’ Bhavan. Officials 

screened a special documen-
tary outlining plans to trans-
form the space into an educa-
tional garden that showcases 
the cultural heritage and liter-
ary achievements of Maharshi 
Valmiki for younger genera-
tions.

Leaders also reviewed 
blueprints for building a ded-
icated Valmiki Bhavan, com-
plete with an administrative 
block and a large auditorium 
near Vidhana Soudha to sup-
port cultural and educational 
programs. Beyond infrastruc-
ture projects, community rep-
resentatives raised urgent 
matters regarding social wel-

fare, including requests to 
increase the state reservation 
quota, improve residential 
school facilities, and resolve 
long-standing land ownership 
disputes. Furthermore, partic-
ipants pointed out that many 
government welfare schemes 
fail to reach the most vulner-
able families, prompting the 
Minister to promise stricter 
monitoring and better distri-
bution.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a landmark legislative and 
administrative move aimed at 
shielding ordinary citizens 
from runaway medical infla-
tion, the Karnataka Health 
Department has initiated a 
comprehensive policy frame-
work to regulate and stan-
dardize treatment costs across 
all private hospitals and nurs-
ing homes statewide. The in-
tervention comes in direct 
response to widespread public 
outrage over exploitative bill-
ing practices, arbitrary fee 
structures, and massive finan-
cial discrepancies for identi-
cal surgical procedures across 
different medical establish-
ments.

For years, the absence of a 
unified pricing schedule has 
subjected patients and mid-
dle-class households to severe 
economic distress during 
medical emergencies. Under 
the current unregulated eco-
system, the cost of treating 
the exact same medical condi-

tion or performing a standard 
surgical operation varies wild-
ly depending on the establish-
ment. While a mid-tier clinic 
might bill ₹10,000 for a spe-
cific procedure, corporate 
hospitals frequently charge 
upwards of ₹1 lakh for the 
identical intervention. Fur-
thermore, pronounced geo-
graphical cost disparities exist 
between major metropolitan 
hubs like Bengaluru, Hubbal-
li, and Mangaluru, leaving 
vulnerable families with in-
surmountable out-of-pocket 
medical debts or forcing them 
to liquidate lifelong savings.

Recognizing this critical so-

cio-economic crisis, state 
health authorities have accel-
erated consultations with key 
medical stakeholders. Senior 
ministry officials recently 
convened a high-level strate-
gic meeting with representa-
tives from the Private Hospi-

tals and Nursing Homes Asso-
ciation to discuss the contours 
of a mandatory pricing cap 
and standardized rate card. 
Under the proposed regulato-
ry framework, the govern-
ment aims to establish fixed 
ceiling prices for routine con-
sultations, diagnostic tests, 
intensive care unit stays, and 
common surgical interven-
tions.

Industry experts and patient 
rights advocates have lauded 
the initiative, noting that it 
mirrors recent successful gov-
ernment crackdowns on exor-
bitant retail medicine mar-
gins. The final draft of the 
standardized pricing structure 
is expected to be officially 
formulated and rolled out as 
early as next week. If imple-
mented effectively, this major 
reform will provide profound 
financial relief to economical-
ly weaker sections and mid-
dle-class families, ensuring 
transparent, equitable, and 
affordable healthcare access 
for citizens across Karnataka.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bangalore Electricity 
Supply Company has issued 
an urgent and critical direc-
tive affecting nearly 1.6 mil-
lion consumers enrolled in the 
state government’s flagship 
‘Gruha Jyothi’ free electricity 
program. As a comprehensive 
state-wide re-verification 
drive reaches its final phase, 
thousands of households face 
potential exclusion from the 
welfare scheme unless man-
datory documentation and 
physical verification require-
ments are successfully com-
pleted before the final dead-
line of October 31.

The ambitious ‘Gruha Jyo-
thi’ scheme, which provides 
up to 200 units of free month-
ly electricity to eligible do-
mestic households across 
Karnataka, has been undergo-
ing a rigorous audit and re-as-
sessment process since July. 
Spearheaded by the Energy 
Department, the physical 
door-to-door survey aims to 
eliminate systemic anomalies, 
prevent fraudulent claims by 
commercial entities, and weed 
out ineligible applicants—

such as high-income taxpay-
ers or individuals registered 
across multiple properties. 
However, out of nearly 6.9 
million registered beneficia-
ries operating under the BES-
COM jurisdiction alone, the 
status of approximately 16 
lakh consumers remains un-
verified.

According to utility offi-
cials, field personnel and me-
ter readers encountered severe 
roadblocks during their sched-
uled rounds. A vast majority 
of these pending cases in-
volve locked premises, vacant 

housing units, or tenants who 
have permanently relocated 
without updating their con-
sumption credentials. Further-
more, authorities have noted 
growing hesitation among 
certain consumer segments—
particularly tax-paying indi-
viduals and residents with 
cross-state voter registra-
tions—who have deliberately 
avoided submitting documen-
tation or cooperating with 
field inspectors to bypass 
scrutiny.

With the final extension 
window closing on October 
31, BESCOM has urged all 
pending beneficiaries to pro-
actively visit their respective 
local sub-divisional offices 
to submit valid identifica-
tion, ration cards, property 
documents, and connection 
details. The state administra-
tion has clarified that failure 
to comply or complete the 
mandatory authentication 
process by the deadline will 
result in the permanent can-
cellation of free electricity 
benefits, with non-compliant 
accounts compiled into a fi-
nal exclusion registry for 
official termination.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major internal develop-
ment that has sent ripples 
through political circles 
across Karnataka, Sowmya 
Reddy has officially stepped 
down from her position as the 
President of the Karnataka 
Pradesh Mahila Congress. 
The former MLA submitted 
her resignation letter to All 
India Mahila Congress chief 
Alka Lamba, explicitly draw-
ing attention to the glaring 
absence of female representa-
tion and the complete lack of 
women ministers in the state 
cabinet.

Having completed a com-
mitted two-year tenure since 
her initial appointment, 
Reddy chose to address the 
long-standing internal dis-
content regarding gender par-
ity within the ruling party. In 
her formal communication, 
which was dispatched to par-
ty authorities, she under-
scored that despite repeated 
assurances from various 
high-command figures and 
state leadership, capable 
women leaders have contin-
uously been sidelined when 
it comes to ministerial berths 
and key executive deci-
sion-making roles.

The timing of the disclo-
sure has reignited fierce de-
bates within Congress fo-
rums, especially given previ-
ous public controversies 
where senior party managers 
had taken personal responsi-
bility for the lack of gender 

balance in the ministry. Crit-
ics and opposition parties 
have frequently lambasted the 
state government for failing 
to match its progressive wel-
fare rhetoric with substantive 
political empowerment for 
women at the highest levels 
of governance.

Despite stepping down from 
her executive organizational 

post, Reddy has adopted a 
conciliatory and disciplined 
stance regarding her future 
political path. She clarified 
that she will continue to dis-
charge her duties as the head 
of the state’s women’s wing 
until the central leadership 
officially names and transi-
tions a successor. 

Reaffirming her unwavering 

dedication to the party’s core 
ideology, Reddy pledged to 
remain an active and loyal 
grassroots worker, aiming to 
mobilize women voters and 
secure a strong mandate for 
the party in the upcoming 
2028 Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly elections and the 
subsequent 2029 general 
polls.

Future commitment 
and impact
Despite stepping down from 
leadership, the former MLA 
assured party leaders of her 
dedication to securing victo-
ries for the Congress in the 
upcoming 2028 and 2029 
elections. Party insiders note 
that this high-profile resigna-
tion places renewed pressure 
on the high command to ad-
dress gender representation 
grievances.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political tensions in Karna-
taka escalated sharply as 
police intercepted Union Min-
ister H.D. Kumaraswamy near 
Freedom Park, blocking his 
planned march toward the 
Director General of Police’s 
office on Nrupathunga Road. 
The high-stakes confrontation 
unfolded as hundreds of 
Janata Dal (Secular) workers 
gathered to protest, demand-
ing the immediate arrest of 
the prime accused behind a 
controversial political “sting 
operation” that has rattled the 
state government.

The dramatic street-level 
showdown followed the expi-
ration of a two-day deadline 
previously issued by Kumara
swamy, who has been aggres-
sively spearheading an agita-
tion against the state adminis-
tration’s handling of covert 
video scandals. As police 
barricades stopped the convoy 
and security personnel de-
ployed additional forces to 
contain the surging crowd, a 
tense verbal scuffle broke out 
between party supporters and 
law enforcement officials. Se-
nior JD(S) leaders accused the 
state government of utilizing 
police machinery to suppress 
democratic protests and shield 
high-ranking figures allegedly 
connected to the extortion and 
surveillance racket.

The core of the political 
storm revolves around allega-
tions that political leaders and 
administrative systems were 
targeted using secret record-
ings. Earlier in the week, 
Kumaraswamy staged an in-
tense sit-in demonstration 
outside the Bengaluru Police 
Commissioner’s office, open-
ly challenging investigators to 
widen their scope and ques-
tioning the impartiality of the 
ongoing probes. While Cen-
tral Crime Branch sleuths 
have begun detaining individ-
uals for questioning in con-
nection with the leaked digital 
content, the opposition has 
ratcheted up pressure, de-
manding transparent judicial 
oversight.

Following the interception 
near Freedom Park, police de-
tained several protesting 
workers to restore traffic or-
der, while Kumaraswamy and 
party leaders continued verbal 
protests against the adminis-
tration. Political analysts note 
that the intensifying street ag-
itation threatens to deepen 
fractures within the state’s 
political landscape as legisla-
tive scrutiny over the surveil-
lance controversy mounts.

Sowmya Reddy resigns as K’taka 
Mahila Congress chief

Sowmya Reddy resigned as Karnataka Mahila Congress chief, 
blasting the ruling party over zero women cabinet ministers.

Police stop HDK 
marching to DG office

BESCOM plans to drop 1.6 
million beneficiaries

Reservoirs face 30% storage 
drop amid drought

Minister assures action on 
ST community demands

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka is entering the 
post-southwest monsoon peri-
od facing a severe water secu-
rity threat, with major state 
reservoirs holding nearly 30 
percent less water compared 
to the same period last year. 

Driven by a 30 percent mon-
soon rainfall deficit that has 
left 226 out of 240 taluks offi-
cially declared drought-hit, 
state authorities have warned 
that critical shortages in drink-
ing water and power genera-
tion could emerge much earli-
er than usual.

According to official data 
from the Karnataka Water Re-
sources Information System, 
cumulative storage across 23 
key reservoirs stood at 297 
thousand million cubic feet 
(tmcft) as of October 15, a 
steep decline from 425 tmcft 
recorded during the corre-
sponding period last year. 
While water scarcity concerns 

typically do not surface until 
January, the current depletion 
has made the resource situa-
tion precarious well ahead of 
the dry season. Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar, who recent-
ly inaugurated the Cauvery 
Aarti program at the Krish-
narajasagara reservoir, has 

publicly cautioned citizens to 
prepare for difficult months 
ahead as the drought intensi-
fies.

Cauvery worst hit
The crisis is particularly se-
vere in the vital Cauvery ba-
sin, which supplies drinking 
water to major urban centers 
like Bengaluru, Mysuru, and 
Mandya. Live storage across 
the four primary Cauvery ba-
sin reservoirs plummeted to 
38.3 tmcft, marking a 38 per-
cent drop from last year’s 
61.6 tmcft. Specifically, water 
levels at the KRS dam stood 
at 100.6 feet against its maxi-
mum capacity of 124.8 feet, 

with its current storage of 
23.5 tmcft remaining less than 
half of its total holding capac-
ity of 49.5 tmcft. This comes 
even as neighboring Tamil 
Nadu has pressed for the re-
lease of 11 tmcft of pending 
Cauvery water.

Meanwhile, the Krishna ba-

sin in northern Karnataka is in 
a relatively better position, 
though its 17 reservoirs hold 
258 tmcft, reflecting a 23 per-
cent reduction from last year’s 
334 tmcft. Senior water re-
source officials emphasize 
that while falling storage does 
not automatically trigger an 
immediate municipal emer-
gency, managing available 
resources will require strict 
conservation. Authorities are 
focusing on monitoring urban 
consumption, reducing pipe-
line leakages, protecting local 
groundwater sources, and es-
tablishing contingency plans 
for vulnerable settlements 
across the state.

New policy to standardize private hospital charges

Truth revealed in 
techie Pooja’s death

Federation warns 
state over sting 

operation controversy

Bengaluru faces 
massive traffic jams 

during holidays

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The mysterious death of 
34‑year-old tech profes-

sional Pooja Dutta in 
Bengaluru has finally 

been resolved after six 
months. Neighbors had 
originally discovered her 

decomposed body inside 
her rented home in April, 
sparking heavy murder 
suspicions and intense 

public debate. However, 
forensic science reports 

submitted by the Adugodi 
police confirmed that she 

died from sudden lung 
failure caused by poor 

health and severe mental 
depression. Police investi-

gation findings officially 
closed the case, showing 
no foul play was involved 

in her tragic passing.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The political sting oper-
ation row intensified as 

the Federation of 
Oppressed Classes 

backed former Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah. 

Federation President 
Ramachandrappa 

warned that every district 
will go up in flames if 

authorities fail to properly 
investigate the con-

spiracy. During a 
Bengaluru press con-

ference, leaders 
expressed deep anger 
over attempts to ruin 
Siddaramaiah’s repu-

tation. They gave a 
one-week ultimatum for a 

thorough probe while 
hinting that powerful gov-

ernment insiders are 
secretly behind the 

scandal. Meanwhile, 
political tensions con-

tinue rising sharply across 
Karnataka.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru witnessed 
severe traffic gridlocks on 
Friday night as residents 
traveled for the Dasara 
holidays. Long vehicle 
queues choked major 

areas like Majestic, 
Malleshwaram, and 

Peenya, with heavy con-
gestion stretching until 

one in the morning. Police 
struggled to control the 

massive festive rush. 
Meanwhile, travelers 

expressed deep anger as 
private bus operators 

doubled ticket prices, with 
sleeper fares jumping to 
₹1,100. Frustrated pas-

sengers are now strongly 
demanding that author-

ities run more gov-
ernment buses to help 

ease travel during the fes-
tival season.

0 women ministers in the state cabinet, the gap her 
resignation letter drew attention to

Highlights of the 
resignation
Cabinet Snub

Sowmya Reddy protested the 
unfulfilled promises made by party 
leadership regarding women’s 
ministerial representation.

Prior Uproar
AICC general secretary Randeep 
Singh Surjewala previously took 
personal responsibility for the 
lapse, but no cabinet positions 
have been awarded to women yet.

Transition Plan
Reddy clarified she will continue 
discharging her duties as a loyal 
worker and hold office until a 
successor is officially appointed.

Union Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy was 

stopped by police during a 
fierce JD(S) protest in 

Bengaluru, demanding 
arrests over a controversial 

political sting operation 
scandal.

BESCOM warns 1.6 
million ‘Gruha Jyothi’ 

beneficiaries of scheme 
cancellation if 

re-verification isn’t 
completed by 

October 31.

297
tmcft in 23 key reservoirs 

(425 tmcft last year)

38.3
tmcft in the Cauvery 

basin, down 38%

258
tmcft in the Krishna 

basin, down 23%

THE BOTTOM LINE

A fixed rate card 
for private 
hospitals
–	 Ceiling prices for consulta-

tions, tests, ICU stays and 
common surgeries

–	 The rate card is expected as 
early as next week

PLANS AND 
DEMANDS

VALMIKI PARK
To be redesigned as an 

educational garden near the 
Legislators’ Bhavan

VALMIKI BHAVAN
An administrative block and 

a large auditorium near 
Vidhana Soudha

COMMUNITY ASKS
A higher reservation quota, 

better residential schools and 
land disputes resolved

HOSPITAL PRICE HIKES

ACHIEVEMENTS 
During her impactful tenure since August 2024, Reddy 
strengthened grassroots engagement and advocated 

for women's healthcare, education, and political reser-
vation. She ensured effective rollout of state schemes 
like Gruha Lakshmi for low-income families. Previously, 

as Jayanagar MLA from 2018 to 2023, she upgraded 
public schools and led pandemic relief. A dedicated en-
vironmentalist, she also co-founded Bengaluru Water 

Warriors and pioneered local biogas projects.
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CH NEWS, HULAKOTI

Financial literacy and project 
reporting skills are essential 
for commerce students to suc-
ceed academically and profes-
sionally, Principal Dr. Appan-
na N. Hanje said at a one-day 
workshop organised at Sri 
K.H. Patil Government First 
Grade College.

The workshop on “Contem-
porary Issues in Financial Re-
porting and Project Report-
ing” was organised by the 
Internal Quality Assurance 
Cell (IQAC) and the Depart-
ment of Commerce. Dr. F.B. 
Ani, Associate Professor at 
Government First Grade Col-
lege, Annigeri, participated as 
the resource person and ex-
plained current issues in fi-
nancial and project reporting.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Dr. Hanje stressed 
that financial reports help as-
sess an organisation’s finan-
cial condition and support 
informed decisions. He high-
lighted the importance of ac-
curacy, transparency and ac-
countability, urging students 
to develop skills in analysing 
accounting data. He also ad-

vised them to document proj-
ect objectives, cost estimates, 
implementation stages and 
expected outcomes clearly.

During the technical ses-
sions, Dr. Ani explained sys-
tematic project planning, doc-
umentation, monitoring and 
evaluation. He said project 
reports should contain clear 
objectives, suitable methods, 
financial estimates, implemen-
tation plans and expected out-
comes. Proper reporting, he 
noted, supports decision-mak-
ing, accountability, efficient 
resource utilisation and suc-
cessful project completion.

IQAC Coordinator Dr. Ji-
tendra Jahagirdar highlighted 
the need to understand chal-
lenges arising from rapidly 
changing technology. Com-
merce Department Head Dr. 
Lakshman C. Mulgund said 
financial analysis and system-
atic project preparation were 
important for examinations 
and future careers, encourag-
ing students to benefit from 
the workshop.

The programme began with 
the watering of a sapling. Dr. 
Shrishavithala Diggavi wel-
comed the gathering, Dr. Su-

jatha S. Baraduru compered 
the event, and Shweta Palana-
kara delivered the vote of 

thanks. Faculty members and 
final-year B.Com. students 
participated.

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Dingaleshwara Swamiji of 
Shirahatti Fakireshwara Math 
has extended his support to 
sugarcane farmers undertak-
ing a padayatra demanding a 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) for their produce. He 
urged them to remain united 
and continue their struggle 
until their demands are ful-
filled.

Farmers from Haveri dis-
trict began their march from 
Guttala in Haveri taluk on 
Friday and stayed overnight at 
Hukkeri Math in Haveri city. 
On Saturday, a meeting was 
held at the math, where Din-
galeshwara Swamiji and other 
seers participated. The Swa-
miji flagged off the march as 
farmers proceeded through 
Haveri’s main streets towards 
Hubballi.

Addressing the gathering, 

he assured farmers of his sup-
port and encouraged them not 
to abandon their agitation. He 
called for a uniform price for 
sugarcane and alleged that the 
Centre was treating South In-
dia unfairly. He claimed that 
80 per cent of the ethanol the 
government procured came 
from North India and only 
20 per cent from the South. 
He said farmers and sugar 
factories were not receiving 
due importance.

The Swamiji also criticised 
the formation of another com-
mittee despite the existing 
Swaminathan Commission 
report. He alleged that the 
move was intended to weaken 
the farmers’ agitation rather 
than resolve their concerns. 
He urged political parties to 
stay away from the movement 
and asked both the state and 
central governments to fulfil 
their responsibilities.

Recalling the ‘Barkol’ agi-

tation held 20 years ago, he 
said the farmers’ demands 
must remain the priority, 
regardless of political affilia-
tions or criticism. He also 
condemned attempts to dis-
credit farmers’ organisations 
and called for meaningful 
action to address their griev-
ances.

The Swamiji reiterated that 
farmers should continue their 
peaceful struggle with unity 
and determination until jus-
tice is delivered and a fair 
price for sugarcane is en-
sured.

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Senior BJP leader B. Sriram-
ulu visited Hatti Mundaragi 
village in Koppal constituen-
cy and consoled families fac-
ing cases under the SC/ST 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act 
after allegedly questioning 
their MLA about basic infra-
structure.

Sriramulu visited the vil-
lage while campaigning for 
Shashil Namoshi, the NDA 
candidate for the North-East 
Teachers’ Constituency. He 
interacted with residents, as-
sessed local infrastructure 
and gathered information 
about alleged incidents in-
volving supporters of Con-
gress MLA Raghavendra 
Hitnal.

Speaking to the residents, 
Sriramulu said laws against 
caste-based abuse and atroci-
ties were intended to protect 
oppressed people and the Dal-
it community. He alleged that 
the Act was being misused to 
silence people who questioned 
elected representatives and 
criticised the practice as an 
insult to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, 
the architect of the Constitu-
tion.

He further claimed that 
such incidents could increase 
prejudice against Dalits in so-

ciety. Assuring the affected 
families of support, Sriramulu 
said BJP leaders in Koppal 
stood with them and urged 
them not to be afraid.

Before meeting the fami-
lies, Sriramulu paid floral 
tributes to Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar and Maharshi Valmiki at 
their memorial plaques in the 
village.

Former MLC Arun Shaha-
pur, Legislative Council mem-
ber Hemalatha Nayak, BJP 
leader Dr. Basavaraj Kyavatar, 
BJP State Secretary Sharanu 
Tallikeri, Koppal District 
President Naveen Gulaganna-
var and Rural Mandal Presi-
dent Veeresh Sajjan attended 
the visit. Party office-bearers, 
workers and residents were 
also present.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Deputy Commissioner S. 
Ramya has directed officials 
to ensure accuracy in birth 
and death registration, warn-
ing that errors in names, Aad-
haar numbers, dates and gen-
der details can cause serious 
difficulties for the public.

She was speaking at the 
third quarterly district-level 
coordination committee meet-
ing on the Civil Registration 
System held at her office on 
Saturday.

Ramya expressed dissatis-
faction over mistakes, includ-
ing recording the mother’s 
Aadhaar number instead of 
the father’s, entering incor-
rect death dates, wrongly reg-
istering a newborn’s gender 
and using a living relative’s 
Aadhaar number in death re-
cords. Such errors can de-
prive people of essential ben-
efits and force them to under-
go lengthy procedures to 
correct official documents. 
She directed authorities to 
provide proper training to 
registrars and staff at Primary 
Health Centres, Community 
Health Centres and taluk hos-
pitals.

Reviewing taluk-wise sta-
tistics, she noted that birth 
registration in Holalkere was 
lagging behind expectations, 
with discrepancies between 
registered pregnant women 
and recorded births. She in-
structed officials to track de-
liveries occurring locally and 
elsewhere and ensure that ev-
ery birth is registered. She 
appreciated Molakalmuru ta-

luk for its commendable reg-
istration performance despite 
its smaller population and 
called for immediate correc-
tive measures in areas with 
lower registration rates.

District Statistical Officer 
N. Ravikumar said 1,347 reg-
istration units were operating 
across the district, including 
94 health centres and 189 
Gram Panchayats. Applica-
tions submitted more than 31 
days after a birth or death are 
verified through Village Ac-
countants and Panchayat Sec-
retaries before being recom-
mended to registration units. 
Events reported after one year 
require an order from a First 
Class Magistrate or Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate.

Officials also highlighted 
the importance of collecting 
mobile numbers from parents, 
spouses or guardians through 
the e-Janma software to im-
prove communication and cer-
tificate delivery.

Deputy Secretary M. Babu, 
Project Director Reshma Han-
gal and representatives from 
several departments attended 
the meeting, along with statis-

tical and agriculture officials. 
Ramya urged departments to 
address registration gaps and 
prevent mistakes through 
careful verification.

Chitradurga DC orders accuracy 
in birth, death registration

Ramya criticised serious errors in official records involving Aadhaar numbers, 
death dates and gender, and directed authorities to train health staff

Dingaleshwara Swamiji urges farmers to fight unitedly

‘Commerce students must develop 
strong financial literacy skills’

Sriramulu accuses MLA 
Hitnal of misusing 

Atrocities Act

Haveri University faces protest 
over mandatory Ayudha Puja

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

A group of writers, academ-
ics, journalists and social ac-
tivists has urged the Karnata-
ka Chief Minister and Higher 
Education Minister to inter-
vene over a Haveri University 
circular making attendance at 
its Mahanavami and Ayudha 
Puja programme compulsory 
for staff and students.

The university Registrar is-
sued the circular on October 
16, directing all departments 
to ensure attendance at the 
programme scheduled for 10 
a.m. on October 19. The sig-
natories have demanded its 
immediate withdrawal, argu-
ing that compulsory participa-
tion in a religious ceremony 
conflicts with the secular 
principles of the Constitution.

In a letter to the Chief Min-
ister and Higher Education 
Minister, the signatories also 
sought the Registrar’s suspen-
sion. They said mandatory 
participation could undermine 
the university’s secular char-
acter and infringe on the free-
dom of conscience of students 
and staff from different reli-
gious backgrounds, including 
those who do not follow reli-
gious beliefs.

The letter cited Article 28 
of the Constitution concern-
ing religious instruction and 
observances in educational 
institutions receiving govern-
ment aid. It also referred to 
Article 51A(h), which pro-
motes scientific temper, hu-
manism, inquiry and reform. 
The signatories argued that 
Ayudha Puja could remain a 

matter of individual faith but 
should not become a compul-
sory institutional activity.

They also questioned the 
use of the ‘Gandhi Bharat’ 
Jayanti logo on the circular, 
claiming it was inconsistent 
with Mahatma Gandhi’s prin-
ciple of respecting all reli-
gions.

The group demanded un-
conditional withdrawal of cir-
cular No. HUH/​RO/​2026‑27, 
dated October 16, and action 
by the Vice-Chancellor 
against the Registrar. It also 
called on the university to pri-
oritise secular programmes 
focused on constitutional val-
ues, scientific temper and hu-
man rights.

More than 90 people signed 
the letter. They included edu-
cationist and columnist V.P. 
Niranjanaradhya, activist 
Basavaraj Sulibavi, writers 
K.V. Veerabhadrappa and Su-
nanda Kadame, senior jour-
nalists Sanath Kumar Belaga-
li and G.P. Basavaraju, and 
theatre personality B. Suresh, 
along with other academics 
and social activists from 
across Karnataka.

Inner Wheel Club raises Alzheimer’s 
awareness in Kinnala

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

The Inner Wheel Club of 
Koppal organised an aware-
ness programme on Alzhei-
mer’s disease in Kinnala vil-
lage of Koppal taluk to edu-
cate residents about its symp-
toms, care and prevention.

Physiotherapist Dr. Chai-
thra explained the early 
symptoms, causes and stages 
of the disease, along with 
preventive measures. She 
urged people not to consider 
increasing forgetfulness a 
normal part of ageing, stress-
ing that early identification 
helps ensure better care and 
support.

The programme included 
demonstrations on improving 
patients’ mobility and mental 
well-being through daily ex-
ercise, yoga, a balanced diet, 
memory-enhancing activities, 
social interaction and physio-
therapy. Dr. Chaithra high-
lighted the important role of 
caregivers and encouraged 
them to treat patients with 

empathy, compassion and re-
spect, ensuring they live with 
dignity.

Local artisans and residents 
of Kinnala benefited from the 
awareness initiative. The pro-
gramme was presided over by 
Meenakshi Bannada Bhavi, 
President of the Inner Wheel 
Club of Koppal.

Club Secretary Sridevi Pa-
til, Editor Mala Kanchi, ISO 
Latha Pattanashetti, senior 
member Dr. Radha Kulkarni 
and Komala Kuduremothi, 
President of the Sri Akkama-
hadevi Mahila Mandala, were 
among those present. The ini-
tiative aimed to improve pub-
lic understanding of Alzhei-
mer’s disease and encourage 
supportive care for affected 
individuals.

Man jailed 
for four 

years for 
assaulting 

minor
CH NEWS, DHARWAD

A local court has handed 
down a strict prison sen-

tence following a trou-
bling crime in the district. 

The 2nd Additional 
District and POCSO 

Special Court in Dharwad 
sentenced a 41‑year-old 
man, Mohammed Saab 
Mullana, to four years in 

jail for sexually assaulting 
a minor. The disturbing 

incident occurred in 2022 
near Parasapur village in 

Kalaghatgi taluk. 
According to officials, the 
accused targeted the vic-
tim while she was return-

ing to a poultry farm, 
committing the offence in 

a crowded area. 
Authorities registered a 

formal case at the 
Kalaghatgi police station, 

leading to the recent 
court verdict.

Chitradurga 
folk troupe 

prepares for 
Mysuru Dasara 

procession
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The ‘Khasa Bedara Pade’ 
folk troupe from 

Chitradurga is set to 
showcase the district’s 
cultural heritage during 
the Jamboo Savari, the 
grand procession of the 
famous Mysuru Dasara 

festival. Led by 
Thippeswamy Challuru, 

the troupe is ready to 
present its traditional art 
form. Dr. B.M. Gurunatha, 
Assistant Director of the 
Department of Kannada 

and Culture, said that ear-
lier, participating groups 
generally had 10 to 20 

performers. This year, fol-
lowing the special initia-
tive of the Chief Minister 

and the Minister for 
Kannada and Culture, 

each troupe from across 
Karnataka will have at 

least 40 members. The 
department has provided 
the artists with new tradi-
tional costumes and nec-
essary performance props 

to enhance their pres-
entation. Dr. Gurunatha 
expressed confidence 

that Chitradurga’s cultural 
richness would be dis-

played magnificently dur-
ing the procession. 

Deputy Commissioner S. 
Ramya and other district 
officials extended their 

best wishes to the troupe.

1,347
registration units in 

the district

94
health centres among 

them

189
gram panchayats 

among them

Officials must complete crop-cutting 
experiments promptly

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA: Deputy Commissioner S. Ramya has 
directed Agriculture and Revenue Department officials to complete 
crop-cutting experiments within the stipulated timeframe, as crops 
are withering due to drought conditions.

Chairing the District-Level Coordination Committee for Agricultural 
Statistics meeting on Saturday, she stressed the need to avoid errors 
and delays.

Although Form-1 work is complete, officials must immediately con-
duct Form-2 experiments based on actual crop conditions without 
waiting for scheduled dates.

Taluk-level officers must supervise fieldwork, guide staff and ensure 
accurate yield data. Several district and departmental officials 
attended the meeting.

THE MARCH
Guttala
Farmers set out on Friday

Hukkeri Math, Haveri
Overnight halt; the Swamiji 
flags off the march on Saturday

Hubballi
Where the march is headed

‘Shabdamanidarpana remains a 
milestone in Kannada grammar’
CH NEWS, HULAKOTI:Sri 
K.H. Patil Government First 
Grade College organised a 
special lecture on “The Tradi-
tion of Kannada Grammar: 
Shabdamanidarpana” for the 
2026–27 academic year.

Dr. Sudha S. Kaujageri, 
Joint Director of the Colle-
giate Education Department’s 
Dharwad Regional Office, 
highlighted Keshiraja’s Shab-
damanidarpana as a significant 

contribution to Kannada 
grammar. She urged students 
to understand grammar to 
improve linguistic accuracy 
and expression.

Principal Dr. Appanna N. 
Hanje, IQAC Coordinator Dr. 
Jitendra Jahagirdar and Kan-
nada Department Head 
Ramesh Hulakunda addressed 
the gathering. Faculty mem-
bers and Kannada students 
participated.

FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOP

Laws against caste-based 
abuse and atrocities were 

intended to protect 
oppressed people and the 

Dalit community

The circular
ISSUED October 16, by the 

Registrar

EVENT Mahanavami and 
Ayudha Puja, 
October 19, 10 a.m.

SIGNED 
BY

More than 90 
people

DEMANDS Withdrawal; the 
Registrar’s 
suspension

Increasing 
forgetfulness is not a 

normal part of ageing; 
early identification 

helps ensure better care

I, AYESHA SIDDIQUA D/o. 
Nadeem Ahmed Resident of 
No.39/1,  Ground Floor, Bismil-
la Masjid Main Road, Bismil-
la Nagar Bengaluru -560 029 
Karnataka, have changed my 
name to AYESHA SIDDIQA.N 
vide affidavit dated: 14.10. 
2026 before notary R. 
Basavaraja, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042

CLASSIFED
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CH NEWS, ARSIKERE

The taluk-​level Youth Parlia-
ment session recently com-
menced at the Sri Venkatesh-
wara Kala Bhavana in Ar-
sikere taluk. The inspiring 
event, organized to observe 
the International Day of De-
mocracy, aims to help stu-
dents become highly effective 
future leaders and deeply up-
hold the foundational princi-
ples of our democracy and 
Constitution.

During the grand inaugura-
tion, Minister for Excise and 
Hassan district in-​charge 
K.M. Shivalinge Gowda 
strongly highlighted the im-
portance of active public in-
volvement. He even suggest-
ed hosting future sessions at 
Kasturba Camp so that local 
community members and the 

general public can easily lis-
ten to the thoughtful discus-
sions presented by the stu-
dents.

Drawing directly from his 
impressive 20‑year political 
career serving across both rul-
ing and opposition benches, 
the Minister promised to share 
his extensive practical experi-
ence. He noted that student 

discussions should address 
broad public interests rather 
than being confined to narrow 
topics. Furthermore, he em-
phasized that proper question-​
and-​answer timing allows the 
opposition to prepare sharp 
inquiries while giving the rul-
ing party sufficient time to 
formulate solid responses.

The Minister also praised 

the vital role of the Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker, noting 
that occupying the chair de-
mands exceptional intelli-
gence. 

He explained that these 
mock sessions foster a healthy 
culture of debate, teaching 
participants proper language 
use, respectful debate con-
duct, objection procedures, 
and strict rule compliance. 
Ultimately, this comprehen-
sive training prepares young 
minds to confidently voice 
common people’s concerns in 
future governance.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Central Government has 
significantly streamlined and 
completely digitized the me-
dia sector by replacing a 
more than 150‑year-​old Act 
with the updated Press and 
Registration of Periodicals 
Act, 2023.

Speaking at a major work-
shop held at the Mahatma 
Gandhi Media Centre in Var-
tha Soudha, Yogesh Kumar 
Baweja, Press Registrar Gen-
eral of India (PRGI), offi-
cially announced that the 
entire registration process 
has now gone fully online. 
Previously, launching a new 
publication required submit-
ting physical applications 
through local deputy com-
missioner offices all the 
way to Delhi, which often 
caused frustrating delays 
spanning several months or 
even years. Now, all admin-
istrative procedures must be 
conducted digitally via the 
newly introduced Press 
Sewa Portal.

Under these updated 
guidelines, physical docu-
mentation is no longer per-
mitted, effectively eliminat-
ing paper loss and unneces-
sary paperwork hassles. The 
official registration time-

f rame has  d ras t i ca l ly 
dropped, allowing a new 
newspaper to launch within 
just three months of submit-
ting an application. Once 
the title is successfully 
granted, publishers must be-
gin publication within 12 
months. Furthermore, the 
portal digitally handles 
ownership changes, revi-
sions, address modifica-
tions, newsprint imports, 
and cancellations.

During the event, jointly 
organized by the Press In-
formation Bureau and the 
Department of Information 
and Public Relations, offi-
cials addressed broader in-
dustry concerns. J. Manju-
nath, Secretary of the Infor-
mation Department, urged 
media outlets to focus on 
positive, development-​ori-
ented journalism rather than 
negative content. Mean-
while, M. N. Anucheth, 
Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Information and 
Public Relations, highlighted 
rising government advertis-
ing expenditures—projected 
to reach ₹82 crore—and em-
phasized the urgent need to 
ensure that state promotional 
funds genuinely support true 
professional journalism in 
the modern digital age.

CH NEWS, HOSAPETE

In a massive crackdown 
against illegal narcotics and 
illicit liquor, local law en-
forcement and Railway Police 
have successfully seized a 
total of 97.8 kilograms of 
ganja.

This total includes 5.8 kilo-
grams of local seizures along-
side 92 kilograms of illegal 
contraband transported via 
railways from neighboring 
states. Deputy Commissioner 
Kavitha S. Mannikeri official-
ly announced that authorities 
have registered 27 separate 
cases regarding these viola-
tions.

Presiding over a key meet-
ing of the District Level Nar-
cotics Coordination Commit-
tee at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office auditorium, the 
Deputy Commissioner detailed 
the breakdown of the cases. Out 
of the 27 registered incidents, 9 
involve active drug peddling, 
18 involve drug abuse, and 13 
accused individuals have al-
ready faced legal prosecution. 

Additionally, 2 fresh drug cases 
were formally registered during 
the month of October.

To combat this growing 
threat, officials received strict 
instructions to organize com-
prehensive awareness programs 
across schools, colleges, hos-
tels, and crowded public ven-
ues. Authorities urged educa-
tors and parents to monitor 
children closely for sudden 

behavioral changes, dullness, or 
suspicious activities, ensuring 
that young victims receive 
proper counseling and guid-
ance.

Furthermore, local farmers 
were advised to take strict pre-
cautions against the illegal cul-
tivation of prohibited crops on 
agricultural lands. Villagers 
living near forest areas were 
likewise instructed to avoid 
growing illicit plants. Offi-
cials also urged postal and 
online delivery services to 
report suspicious parcels, 
while assuring the public that 
informants reporting drug ac-
tivities will remain strictly 
confidential.

Govt. of Karnataka
Office of the Deputy Conservator of Forests 
& Director Bandipur Tiger Reserve, Bandipur 

Gundlupet Tq. 571126

SHORT TIME TENDER NOTIFICATION 
E-PROCUREMENT

Through this notice, it is informed to the general 
public that, as per the Karnataka Transparency in 
Public Procurements Act, 2000, for the year 2026-
27, four separate tenders have been invited through 
the Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (Karnataka 
Public Procurement Portal) for the construction of 
railway barricade works in the G.S. Betta, Omkara, 
Moleyuru, and Nugu wildlife ranges coming under 
the jurisdiction of Bandipur Tiger Reserve. The total 
estimated value of the works is Rs. 30,04,01,000.00 
and the E.M.D. amount is Rs. 45,06,600.00. The last 
date for submission of tenders is 22-10-2026 up to 
05:00 PM. For further details and conditions related 
to the tenders, the information can be obtained from 
the Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in) mentioned above and also 
from the office of the undersigned during office hours.

NO: DIPR:CHA NAGAR : 410:2026.27

Deputy Conservator of  
Forests and Director, 

Bandipur Tiger Reserve 
Bandipur.

Phone: 08229-297118 E mail: directorbtr@gmail.com 
Date 07-10-2026No. A4/BUD/M.R/RBC/CR-55/ 2025-26

Kppp- ¸SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 

No.PRE/CKD/Db/kppp/2026-27/3651                          Date:12-10-2026

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, State, Item 
Rate (Technical bids and Financial bids through E-Mode), E-
Bids are invited for the following works through standard 
tender document KW-1, KW-2, KW-3, KW-4 (Standard 
Tender Document) from the eligible Contractors, registered 
in P.R.E. Department, & with kppp registration Bangalore, on 
“turn-key”, basis only. 
1]Last date of request for issue of blank E-bid document 
through e-Procurment Date: Other works:12-10-2026 To 29-
10-2026, 2]Bid Closing & submission Date:29-10-2026 AT 
04:00 PM, 3]Pre Bid Meeting Date: [KW-3 & 4 Works 
Only]:28-10-2026 AT 11:00 AM,4]Financial Bid Opening 
Date:29-10-2026 AT 11:00 AM, 5]Techanical Bid Opening 
Date:[KW-3 & 4 Works Only]:31-10-2026 AT 11:00 AM, 
6]Financial Bid Opening Date: [KW-3 & 4 Works Only]:02-11-
2026 AT 11:00 AM.
General Works Indent No's:29399, 29402, 29159, 29754, 
29615, 29635, 29538, 29557, 29972, 29869, 29874, 29877, 
29932, 29409, 29412, 29410, 29476, 25304, 27888, 27887, 
27886, 27890, 27889, 27447, 29810, 29928, 29896, 29908, 
29256, 28401, 29469, 28308, 28217, SC Works Indent No's: 
29803, 29573, 29618, 29478, 29811, 29863, 29865, ST Works 
Indent No's:29647, 28537, 27891, 29875, Category 1 Works 
Indent No's:29472, 27108, Category 2A Works Indent 
No's:29536, 29876, 29931, 29481, 29621, 28582, 27885, 
27892, 29760, 27322.

For further details, the agencies may contact the 
office of the undersigned, during office hours, or may visit 
web site: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/

Sd/-Executive Engineer
P.R.E. Division, Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-994/KSMCA/2026-27

Email :preckdee@gmail.com           Office Phone No: 08338-272131,   

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
ZILLA PANCHAYAT BELAGAVI

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
PANCHAYAT RAJ ENGINEERING DIVISION, CHIKODI

SHORT TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-Procurement) 

The- Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept. Division, 
Vijayapur Invites tender from eligible tenderers (registered 
in Public Works Department) Total  2 works, As per standard 
bid documents KW- 4 with  Head Of Account 5054-80-190-0-
01-132-KRDCL Bridges costing of Maximum And Minimum 
amount for Rs. 2369.83 Lakhs & 1829.21  Lakhs, the EMD 
Maximum And Minimum amount of Rs. 23,69,900/-  &  Rs. 
18,29,300/-   For the works. For the above works G.S.T shall 
not be paid in the extended period of Contract for which the 
contractor alone is responsible for delay as determined by 
the authority while granting the extension of time. The 
calendar events of tenders, dates are fixed as follows (1) Pre-
Bid Meeting for Contractors.Date-27.10.2026 at 11:00 AM  
(2) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders Date-31.10.2026 upto 
4.30 PM. (3) Opening of Technical Bid Date-02.11.2026 at 
11:00 AM  . (4) Opening of Financial Bid Date-03.11.2026  at 
11:00 AM  On words Clause-3 Conditions of Standard Bid 
Document may be seen in Departmental Website   i.e 
“https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in” and for more information 
may contact help desk Bangalore (Phone No. 91 80 
46010000, +91 80 68948777) or office of the undersigned.

I.F.T.No:EE/PWD/VJP/PB/5054-KRDCL-BRIDGES/
2026-27/3773                                                   Dated:15.10.2026

job no- 362     2x12

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.

Sd/-  Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/«dAiÀÄ¥ÀÄgÀ/362/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

At the workshop on the new press registration rules in Bengaluru.

At the taluk-level Youth Parliament session in Arsikere.

Police seize 97.8 kg of ganja, register 27 cases

Officials urge focus 
on development 

journalism

Youth Parliament teaches students 
true democratic values

Drawing from his extensive political career, the Minister urged students to address broad 
public interests and highlighted the need for proper question‑and‑answer timing.

Special buses 
arranged for 
Nagpur trip

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The Social Welfare 
Department offices in 

Chitradurga and 
Challakere have arranged 
special bus transport for 

followers of 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. The 
travel is organized for 

those wishing to attend 
the upcoming Dhamma 
Pravartana Dina event at 

Deekshabhoomi in 
Nagpur, Maharashtra. 
Authorities noted that 

most followers who ap-
plied online have already 
submitted their required 
consent letters, while re-
maining participants are 

urged to submit them im-
mediately. The buses are 
scheduled to depart on 

October 19 at 6 am sharp. 
Pick-up points include the 
Government Residential 

School in Chitradurga city, 
located right in front of 

the Government Science 
College, as well as the 

Tahsildar’s office in 
Challakere. Participants 

from both taluks are 
strongly advised to arrive 

promptly at the desig-
nated locations ahead of 

the departure time.

BUSES LEAVE 
OCTOBER 19, 6 AM

The Minister’s idea
Hold future sessions at 

Kasturba Camp, so local 
people and the public can 

listen to the students’ 
discussions

Koppal 
announces 

Oct 23 Jayanti 
observance

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Due to the enforcement 
of the Model Code of 
Conduct, the 2026‑27 

Kittur Rani Chennamma 
Jayanti will be observed in 

a simple and symbolic 
manner on October 23 at 

10.30 am in the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office 

hall. All district-level offi-
cials, along with their re-
spective staff, are man-

datorily required to attend 
this important event. 

Additional Deputy 
Commissioner 

Sidrameshwara has also 
announced that the birth 

anniversary of 
Sri Jagadguru Sri 

Madhvacharya must be 
observed across all gov-
ernment offices, Gram 

Panchayats, local bodies, 
educational institutions, 
including all aided and 

unaided schools and col-
leges, and subordinate of-
fices throughout the dis-

trict.

JAYANTI ON 
OCTOBER 23

SPARSH 
Assistance Camp 

for ex‑servicemen 
in Bengaluru

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

A SPARSH Assistance 
Camp will be held at the 
PCDA Multi-Purpose Hall 

in Bengaluru on 
November 4 and 5, from 

10 am to 5 pm, for ex-ser-
vicemen, their depend-

ents and Veeranaris (wid-
ows of soldiers). 

Representatives from the 
Principal Controller of 

Defence Accounts 
(PCDA) will guide benefi-

ciaries on technical is-
sues, pension-related 

matters and Life 
Certificate submission 

under the SPARSH 
scheme. Participants 

must bring all necessary 
supporting documents. 

Dr. C.A. Hiremath, Deputy 
Director of the 

Department of Sainik 
Welfare and 

Resettlement, 
Shivamogga, said inter-
ested individuals must 

register by October 30 by 
calling 08182‑220925 or 

emailing soldiers_​
shimoga@​rediffmail.​com.

REGISTER BY 
OCTOBER 30

SAVE FOOD AND STRENGTHEN 
AGRICULTURE, STUDENTS TOLD

CH NEWS, MANDYA

World Food Day 2026 and an induc-
tion programme, Deeksharambha, were 
organised at the University of Agricul-
tural Sciences, Mandya, to promote 
food conservation, sustainable agricul-
ture and agricultural education.

Dr. C. Vasudevappa, former Vice-​
Chancellor of the agricultural universi-
ty in Shivamogga and of NIFTEM in 
Haryana, inaugurated the event. Uni-
versity Vice-​Chancellor Dr. K.C. 
Narayanaswamy presided over the pro-
gramme.

Dr. Vasudevappa said India had 
made significant progress in agriculture 
and horticulture. However, he ex-
pressed concern that nearly one-​third 
of the food produced was wasted. He 
stressed that preventing food waste was 
everyone’s responsibility. He also high-
lighted the need to improve food pro-

cessing, marketing, branding and value 
addition to increase farmers’ income.

He said challenges such as climate 
change, global warming and population 
growth could be addressed through 
modern technologies, including bio-
technology, nanotechnology and preci-
sion farming. He urged young people 
to explore agricultural entrepreneur-
ship, digital agriculture and food pro-
cessing.

Addressing new students, he advised 
them to gain agricultural knowledge 
and practical experience. He noted that 
Mandya was known for paddy and sug-
arcane cultivation.

Dr. Narayanaswamy said the univer-
sity was focusing on quality education, 
research and technology transfer. He 
highlighted the importance of im-
proved crop varieties, practical train-
ing, digital learning and research facil-
ities. 

HUBBALLI
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NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) has proposed ban-
ning the addition of sucrose 
and fructose to food products 
intended for infants up to six 
months old. The proposed 
measure aims to reduce 
babies’ exposure to added 
sugars and address potential 
health risks associated with 
childhood obesity.

Under existing regulations, 
lactose and glucose polymers 
are preferred carbohydrate 
sources in infant nutrition 
products. Sucrose and fructose 
may currently be added, when 
necessary, provided their use 

remains within prescribed lim-
its.

The FSSAI’s regulations 
establish nutritional composi-
tion, quality and safety stan-
dards for infant nutrition 
products designed for chil-
dren from birth to 24 months. 
Authorities have also been 
considering stronger front-of-
pack warning labels to help 

consumers identify products 
containing high levels of 
nutrients associated with 
health risks.

Concerns about childhood 
obesity have added urgency to 
discussions on food composi-
tion and nutrition standards. 
According to a study pub-
lished in the medical journal 
The Lancet ,  India  had 

approximately 180 million 
overweight or obese adults in 
2021. That figure is projected 
to rise to 450 million by 2050. 
The regulator’s proposal spe-
cifically focuses on reducing 
added sugars in infant foods, 
although the figures highlight 
the wider public health con-
cerns surrounding obesity.

In August, the FSSAI pro-
posed a red hexagonal stamp 
for food products containing 
high levels of two or more 
nutrients of concern, includ-
ing sugar, salt and saturated 
fat. Following public criti-
cism, it revised the proposal 
to require a warning when 
even one nutrient exceeds the 
prescribed threshold.

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh on Saturday criti-
cised the Centre’s amend-
ments to the Census Rules, 
1990, alleging that the 
changes could benefit thou-
sands of Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) and 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
workers during the 2027 Cen-
sus. His remarks followed the 
government’s decision to 
expand the categories of peo-
ple eligible to work as census 
enumerators.

In a post on X, Ramesh 
alleged that the amendments 
were linked to an RSS train-
ing camp held in Belagavi 
from July  10 to 12, 2026, 
where cadres were reportedly 
trained on the Census exer-
cise. He also questioned the 
composition of a High-Level 
Committee on Demographic 
Changes established by the 
Union Home Ministry on 
May  26, 2026, which has 
invited public submissions 
from Indian and foreign 
organisations.

Ramesh described the 
changes as a potential threat 
to the credibility of the cen-
sus process and alleged that 
the exercise could be manip-
ulated. He drew a comparison 
with the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls and accused the govern-
ment of undermining public 
institutions.

The Union government 
amended the Census Rules on 
October  16, widening the 
pool of eligible enumerators. 
Under the revised rules, 
teachers from government, 
local authority, aided and 
unaided private educational 
institutions can be appointed. 
Clerks and officials working 
for Central and state govern-
ments, local authorities, pub-
lic sector undertakings, banks, 
statutory bodies, companies, 
societies and trusts are also 
eligible.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs notified the Census 
(Amendment) Rules, 2026, 
under Section 18(1) of the 
Census Act,  1948. The 
amendments also allow state 
governments and Union Ter-
ritory administrations to con-
sider other suitable individu-
als for enumerator duties. 
The principal rules were first 
published on December 31, 
1990, and amended in 1994, 
2009, 2018 and 2022.

NEW DELHI

Delhi has received 230,165 
applications for new voter 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  b e t w e e n 
August 31 and October 15 as 
part of the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls, according to 
the Office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO). The 
exercise is being conducted 
across all 13 districts of the 
national capital until Octo-
ber 30.

The revision aims to 
improve electoral roll accu-
racy under the principle of 
ensuring that no eligible citi-
zen is excluded and no ineli-
gible person is included. The 
latest figures also recorded 
406 Form-6A applications 
during the reporting period, 

following 1,351 earlier sub-
missions up to August 30.

Authorities received 12,568 
Form-7 applications concern-
ing objections and deletions 
between August 31 and Octo-
ber 15, in addition to 51,471 
previously recorded applica-
tions. Meanwhile, Form-8 
applications for corrections 
and changes of address stood 
at 87,173 during the latest 

period, alongside 260,768 ear-
lier submissions.

The draft electoral roll, 
published on August  31, is 
available at local polling sta-
tions and through the CEO 
Delhi electoral roll portal. 
Special camps are scheduled 
for October 18 and 25 to help 
citizens register, correct 
details and update residential 
addresses. Eligible citizens 

turning 18 on or before Octo-
ber  1, 2026, can apply for 
registration using Form-6.

The claims and objections 
period will close on Octo-
ber 30, while authorities are 
expected to dispose of sub-
missions by November  30. 
The final electoral roll is 
scheduled for publication on 
December 4.

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Pawan 
Khera criticised the Narendra 
Modi-led government over 
reported restrictions on fresh 
investments in certain gold 
and gold-silver mutual fund 
schemes, questioning the tim-
ing of the measures ahead of 
Diwali and Dhanteras, when 
gold purchases traditionally 
increase across India.

In a post on X, Khera 
invoked the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s promise of “Achchhe 
Din”, or good days, to attack 
the government’s economic 
policies. He alleged that the 
restrictions reflected a contra-
diction between promises of 
prosperity and measures 
affecting gold investments 
during a major festive buying 
period.

The criticism followed 
reports that the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) had directed mutual 
fund asset management com-
panies to temporarily suspend 
fresh lump-sum investments, 
switch-ins and new systematic 
investment plan registrations 
in specified Gold Funds of 

Funds, including gold-silver 
funds. The reported restric-
tions took effect on Octo-
ber 16.

Khera also referred to the 
Prime Minister’s reported 
advice against buying gold 
and an increase in import 
duties intended to discourage 
gold purchases.

“Such are the Achchhe Din 
that the government now has 
to clamp down on gold pur-
chases — during the biggest 
gold-buying festival of the 
year!” Khera wrote. He 
described the situation as a 
“spectacularly disastrous 
achievement” and ended his 
post by questioning the gov-
ernment’s economic promises, 
suggesting that the country 
could be heading towards an 
economic crisis.

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has 
permitted the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
to conduct route marches at 
128 locations across Tamil 
Nadu on October  25 and 
November 1. The court also 
criticised state police for 
repeatedly rejecting permis-
sion on grounds that had been 
disapproved in earlier judicial 
proceedings.

Justice V. Lakshmina-
rayanan passed the observa-
tions while hearing a petition 
filed by RSS North Tamil 
Nadu secretary V.G. Jagadee-
san. The petition challenged 
police orders denying permis-
sion for the organisation’s 
annual route marches and pub-
lic meetings planned as part of 
its Vijayadashami celebra-
tions.

The RSS had sought per-
mission for the marches on 
October 18, October 25 and 
November  1 as alternative 
dates. Police rejected the 
applications, citing places of 
worship belonging to other 
communities along proposed 
routes, statues of rationalist 

leaders, traffic congestion, 
loudspeaker use and possible 
law and order concerns.

The court noted that similar 
objections had already been 
examined in previous cases. 
It observed that the RSS had 
approached the court for per-
mission to hold route marches 
since 2022 and referred to 
earlier rulings recognising the 
organisation’s right to con-
duct them, subject to lawful 
restrictions.

In a separate development 
earlier this week, the High 
Court upheld Tamil Nadu 
Assembly Speaker J.C.D. 
Prabhakar ’s decision to 
accept the resignations of six 
AIADMK legislators who 
defected to the Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam. The resig-
na t ions  were  accepted 
between May 26 and June 29.

BHARUCH

Five workers were killed and 
five others injured after an 
explosion ripped through Syn-
Zeal Pharmachem in Gujarat’s 
Bharuch district around 10 pm 
on Friday, officials said on 
Saturday.

The blast occurred during a 
hydrogenation process at the 
company’s facility in the 
Saykha Gujarat Industrial 
Development Corporation 
(GIDC) area of Vagra taluka. 
The explosion reportedly rup-
tured a reactor tank and trig-
gered a leak of toxic methy-
lene dichloride (MDC) gas.

Bharuch Sub-Divisional 

Magistrate Manisha Manani 
said the company, established 
in Saykha about a year ago, 
manufactures pharmaceutical 
intermediates. The force of the 
explosion scattered machinery 
parts across the factory prem-
ises.

Officials have not yet estab-
lished the precise cause of the 
explosion.

CHENNAI

The All India Anna Dravida 
M u n n e t r a  K a z h a g a m 
(AIADMK) entered its 55th 
year of political service on 
Saturday, with General Secre-
tary Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami leading Foundation 
Day celebrations at the party 
headquarters in Royapettah. 
However, several dissident 
leaders stayed away, high-
lighting continuing divisions 
following the party’s defeat in 
the April 2026 Tamil Nadu 
Assembly elections.

Palaniswami hoisted the 
party flag and paid floral trib-
utes to the statues of party 
founder M.G. Ramachandran 
and former Chief Minister J. 
Jayalalithaa. Hundreds of 
party workers and senior 

leaders,  including K.P. 
Munusamy, C. Ponnaiyan, M. 
Thambidurai and B. Valar-
mathi, attended the event.

S e n i o r  l e a d e r s  S . P. 
Velumani, C.Ve. Shanmugam, 
P. Thangamani and Natham 
Viswanathan, along with their 
supporters, skipped the cele-
brations. The leaders, who 
voted in favour of the TVK 
government  during the 
May  13 floor test, have 
demanded organisational 
changes and discussions on 
the reasons behind the elec-
toral defeat. Palaniswami had 
earlier removed several dissi-
dent leaders from key party 
positions.

Addressing party workers, 
Palaniswami expressed confi-
dence that the AIADMK 
would overcome its chal-

lenges and return to power. 
Meanwhile, Shanmugam 
called for talks within the 
leadership, saying he wanted 
the party to regain strength 
and restore the government 
associated with Jayalalithaa.

Founded by M.G. Ramach-
andran in 1972, the AIADMK 
has suffered successive elec-
toral setbacks, including 

defeats in 2021 and 2026. Its 
crisis deepened after former 
party legislators won recent 
by-elections on the Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam’s symbol. As 
the party begins its 55th year, 
Palaniswami has urged cadres 
to remain united and confront 
political challenges through 
democratic means.

Delhi receives over 2.3 lakh new 
voter applications during SIR

Delhi’s ongoing electoral roll revision has received over 2.3 lakh new voter 
registration applications, alongside thousands of requests for corrections, 

address changes and deletions across the capital’s 13 districts.

The road to the final roll
OCTOBER 18, 25
Special camps to register and 
correct details

OCTOBER 30
Claims and objections close

NOVEMBER 30
Submissions to be disposed of

DECEMBER 4
Final electoral roll published

FSSAI proposes ban on added sugars 
in food for infants

Food safety regulators 
propose tighter infant 

food standards to limit 
added sugars and 

reduce potential health 
risks during early 

childhood.

Jairam Ramesh questions 
changes to Census 
enumerator rules

At a glance
→	 Centre amends Census Rules, 

1990.

→	 Changes ahead of 2027 
Census.

→	 Jairam Ramesh alleges 
RSS-BJP benefit.

→	 More categories eligible as 
enumerators.

→	 Congress raises census 
credibility concerns.

Delhi finds 19 unsafe desi ghee 
samples during inspections

19 of 59 desi ghee samples found unsafe; four 
more failed food safety standards

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has 
intensified food safety inspec-
tions across the capital after 
19 out of 59 desi ghee samples 
were found unsafe and four 
others failed to meet pre-
scribed food safety standards. 
The enforcement drive, 
ordered by Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta, also uncovered 
expired products, pest infesta-
tions and unhygienic storage 
conditions at several food 
storage facilities.

The Food Safety Depart-
ment inspected warehouses 
and dark stores operated by 
e-commerce and quick-com-
merce companies in different 
parts of Delhi. Officials iden-
tified deficiencies including 
damaged packaging, labelling 
irregularities and failures to 
maintain required storage 
temperatures. Improvement 
notices were issued to estab-
lishments where violations 
were detected, and further 

action is being taken accord-
ing to applicable rules.

The department collected 
59 samples of different desi 
ghee brands from markets 
across Naharpur, Posangipur, 
Laxmi Nagar, Preet Vihar, 
Rampura, Tagore Garden, 
Kalyanpuri, Krishna Vihar 
and Kondli.

Gupta directed the depart-
ment to strengthen surveil-
lance of markets, storage 
facilities and businesses sup-
plying food through online 
platforms. The drive aims to 
improve accountabi l i ty 
among food traders and pre-
vent unsafe products from 
reaching households through 
physical shops and digital 
delivery services.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of consumer protection, 
the Chief Minister said food 
quality violations and adulter-
ation would not be tolerated. 
“The health of Delhiites will 
not be compromised,” she 
said.

Pawan Khera attacks Centre 
over gold fund curbs

Madras HC allows RSS route 
marches at 128 places in TN

BACK IN COURT 
SINCE 2022

The RSS has gone to court for 
route-march permission 
since 2022. A 2023 order held 
that public roads are secular 
spaces open to everyone.

?

AIADMK MARKS ANNIVERSARY

AIADMK marks 55th year amid internal rifts

“My only wish is that 
the AIADMK should 

regain strength to form 
Amma’s rule again. I will 
fully cooperate with such 
initiatives and I have no 
personal agenda. It is 
enough if the AIADMK is 
united and emerges as a 
strong political force.”

— C.Ve. Shanmugam, AIADMK

Five workers killed 
in blast at Gujarat 
chemical factory

SynZeal blast

5 WORKERS KILLED

5 INJURED

10 pm FRIDAY, THE BLAST

1 killed, several 
injured as DTC bus 

hits pedestrians
NEW DELHI

One person was killed 
and several others injured 

after a Delhi Transport 
Corporation (DTC) bus hit 

people on DBG Road in 
the Anand Parbat area on 

Saturday, October 17.
According to police, the 
injured were taken to a 
hospital for treatment. 
The woman driving the 

bus was being traced, and 
further details about the 

circumstances of the inci-
dent were awaited.

Eyewitnesses told ANI 
that two or three people 
were hit, with one report-
edly dying at the spot. A 
scooter was also found 

trapped beneath the bus.
Following the incident, 
people allegedly pelted 
stones at the bus, dam-
aging its windowpanes 
before police arrived at 

the scene.
One eyewitness referred 

to a similar incident 
about a month and a half 

earlier, alleging that no 
action had been taken at 

the time.

Odisha vigilance 
seizes ₹21.88 lakh 

from engineer
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Vigilance officials 
seized ₹21.88 lakh in sus-
pected unaccounted cash 

from a superintending 
engineer following an 

interception and searches 
in Bhubaneswar, officials 

said on Saturday.
Prasanjit Das, who serves 
in the Mahanadi Northern 

Division in Jagatpur, 
Cuttack, was intercepted 

near AG Chowk late on 
Friday while travelling in 

an officially hired vehicle. 
Officials acted on a tip-
off alleging that he had 
collected bribes from 

contractors.
Vigilance personnel recov-
ered ₹7.28 lakh from Das 
during the interception. 

Subsequent searches at 
his rented flat in Ghatikia 
and paternal house led to 
the recovery of an addi-

tional ₹14.60 lakh.
As Das could not satisfac-

torily explain the source 
of the money, officials 

seized the entire amount. 
He has been detained 

and is being questioned.

5 die in Greater 
Noida; food 

poisoning 
suspected

GREATER NOIDA

Five members of a family, 
including three children, 

died under suspicious cir-
cumstances in Nagla Shri 
Padam village in Greater 

Noida’s Rabupura area on 
Saturday. Police are 

investigating possible 
food poisoning, though 

the cause of death 
remains unconfirmed.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Mahesh, 37, his 
wife Lalita, 35, and their 

children Laddu, 11, Mishti, 
7, and Sakshat, 3.

According to Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
Shravan Kumar Singh, 

Rabupura police received 
information about the 

deaths on Saturday 
morning. Senior police 

officers reached the vil-
lage, and teams from the 
Food Safety Department 

and forensic unit were 
called to investigate.

During preliminary inquir-
ies, family members and 
local residents reportedly 
told investigators that the 
family had eaten noodles 
on Friday night. This led to 

suspicions of possible 
food poisoning, but offi-

cials have not established 
a link between the meal 

and the deaths.
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AHMEDABAD

Western Railway is develop-
ing a maintenance hub cost-
ing around Rs 307 crore at 
Sabarmati in Ahmedabad to 
undertake major repairs and 
scheduled maintenance of 
24-coach Vande Bharat train-
sets. The project is being 
developed by Western Rail-
way’s Ahmedabad Division 
under Phase II of the Sabar-
mati Integrated Coaching 
Depot (ICD).

The proposed facility will 
strengthen the depot’s capac-
ity to handle maintenance 
requirements for longer 
Vande Bharat trains.

The project includes spe-
cialised sheds for heavy 
repairs, wheel maintenance 
and servicing of essential 
mechanical and electrical 
components. Modern machin-

ery and technical equipment 
will also be installed to 
improve the efficiency of 
maintenance operations.

The infras t ructure  is 
intended to support complex 
m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  o n 
24-coach trainsets, which 
require specialised facilities 
and equipment. Dedicated 
repair sheds and machinery 
will enable railway personnel 
to undertake a range of tech-

nical tasks at the depot.
The development forms part 

of the expansion of railway 
maintenance infrastructure to 
support modern train services. 
As Vande Bharat services 
operate with advanced sys-
tems and specialised compo-
nents, appropriate mainte-
nance facilities are important 
for ensuring their continued 
operation and servicing 
requirements.

CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJINAGAR

A soybean farmer from Maha-
rashtra’s Dharashiv district 
has sent a money order of 
Rs 5,000 to Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis to protest 
against what he considers 
inadequate interim financial 
assistance for drought-hit 
farmers.

Chand Shaikh, a farmer 
from Surdi village in Dha-
rashiv tehsil, said he decided 
to send the money after the 
State government announced 
an initial relief payment of 
Rs 5,000 for affected farmers 

ahead of Diwali.
However,  the harvest 

yielded only 60  kg of soy-
beans, earning him just 
Rs 3,900.

To send the Rs  5,000 
money order to the Chief 
Minister, Shaikh borrowed 
Rs 1,100 from a friend. He 
said the assistance announced 

by the government was too 
small compared with the 
losses suffered by farmers.

“I cultivated a soybean crop 
on 1.5 acres of my farm. I 
spent Rs 25,000 and received 

a 60-kg yield. I could earn just 
Rs 3,900. I borrowed Rs 1,100 
from my friend to send the 
money order,” Shaikh told 
reporters outside the Surdi 
post office.

Fadnavis announced the ini-
tial relief payment on Wednes-
day, saying the amount would 
be deposited directly into 
farmers’ bank accounts before 
Diwali.

More than 85 per cent of 
talukas in Maharashtra have 
been declared drought-hit. 
The government recently 
added 40 talukas to the 
affected list, taking the total 
to 305 out of 358.

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has 
launched an international 
investment outreach cam-
paign ahead of the 11th edi-
tion of the Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit (VGGS) 
2027, with high-level delega-
tions scheduled to visit 
22 countries and roadshows 
planned in eight Indian cities 
during October and Novem-
ber 2026.

The summit, themed ‘Viksit 
Gujarat – Shaping Global 
Future’, will be held at 
Mahatma Mandir in Gandhi-
nagar from January 10 to 12, 
2027. The Industrial Exten-
sion Bureau (iNDEXTb) is 
the nodal agency coordinating 
the initiative.

The latest campaign builds 
on outreach activities that 
began in August, when Chief 
Minister Bhupendrabhai Patel 
led a delegation to the United 
States and Canada.

The upcoming delegations 

will visit countries across 
Europe, Asia, the Middle 
East, Africa and Oceania, 
including Japan, South Korea, 
Germany, Singapore, the 
UAE and Australia.

The government aims to 
showcase Gujarat’s industrial 
infrastructure, strategic coast-
line, ports, industrial corri-
dors, renewable energy capac-
ity and investor-friendly poli-
cies. The state is also promot-
ing opportunities linked to 

India’s free trade agreements 
to strengthen international 
trade and investment partner-
ships.

VGGS 2027 will place par-
ticular emphasis on emerging 
sectors, including semicon-
ductors, artificial intelligence, 
financial technology, green 
energy, data centres and space 
technology.

Gujarat’s semiconductor 
ecosystem features projects 
involving Micron, Kaynes 
Semicon, CG  Power and 
Renesas, while Tata Electron-
ics is developing a semicon-
ductor fabrication facility at 
Dholera with Taiwan’s Pow-
erchip Semiconductor Manu-
facturing Corporation.

GIFT City is another major 
investment focus. More than 
1,000 entities operate there, 
employing over 20,000 peo-
ple. The financial hub hosts 
38 banks with a combined 
asset base of $100 billion, 
according to the government 
release.

NEW DELHI

The Congress has appointed 
208 party leaders as observ-
ers to coordinate and monitor 
its nationwide Vote Bachao, 
Desh Bachao (Save Your 
Vote, Save the Country) cam-
paign against the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls.

The appointments were 
approved by Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and 
announced late Friday by 
party general  secretary 

(organisation) K.C. Venugo-
pal.

The appointed observers 
will work with State Congress 
units to oversee the campaign 
across clusters of districts. 
Their responsibilities include 
strengthening booth-level 
mobilisation, coordinating 
local activities and identifying 
organisational gaps that could 
affect the campaign.

The party’s strategy focuses 
on building coordination 
between its central leadership 
and State-level organisations 

to expand outreach and main-
tain momentum against the 
electoral roll revision exer-
cise.

The SIR process has 
become a point of political 
contention, with the Congress 
raising concerns about alleged 

irregularities and the potential 
impact on voters’ rights. The 
party has positioned its cam-
paign around protecting vot-
ing rights and ensuring the 
integrity of electoral rolls.

The appointment of 208 
observers is intended to pro-
vide a structured organisa-
tional framework for the cam-
paign across different regions. 
Their work with State units is 
expected to support mobilisa-
tion and help coordinate the 
party’s activities at the district 
and booth levels.

NEW DELHI

A high-powered task force led 
by Nandan Nilekani is consid-
ering a series of examination 
reforms, including a secure 
question vault, a large ques-
tion bank and digital delivery 
of question papers shortly 
before examinations, to pre-
vent paper leaks, sources said.

The six-member High Pow-
ered Task Force (HPTF) was 
constituted following the 
NEET-UG question paper 
leak. Its proposals aim to 
strengthen examination secu-
rity and reduce the possibility 
of confidential papers being 
accessed or circulated before 
tests begin.

One proposal involves cre-
ating a question vault sup-
ported by highly secure soft-
ware. The panel is also con-
sidering a pool of more than 
one lakh questions, which 
would be prepared and vetted 
throughout the year.

Under the proposed sys-
tem, question papers could be 
generated from the question 
bank and delivered digitally 
just minutes before an exam-

ination. This approach is 
intended to reduce the time 
available for unauthorised 
access, copying or distribu-
tion of question papers before 
candidates begin their tests.

Nilekani recently high-
lighted the potential of creat-
ing a question bank and gen-
erating examination papers at 
the last minute as a way to 
prevent leaks.

The task force is also dis-
cussing the “debundling” of 
examination-related responsi-
bilities. Under this proposal, a 
single service provider would 
not handle every stage of an 
examination, including ques-
tion paper preparation, exam-
ination centre management 
and overall conduct.

Separating these responsi-
bilities could reduce the con-
centration of control within 
one organisation and help 
strengthen accountability. 
However, the proposals 
remain under consideration.

Congress names 208 observers for anti‑SIR campaign
The party has assigned senior leaders to coordinate district-level outreach, strengthen booth 

networks and address organisational gaps amid growing political disputes over voter registration.

208 observers
■	 Among them: Adhir Ranjan 

Chowdhury, Avinash Pande, 
Prithviraj Chavan, Nana 
Patole, K.S. Suresh, Ashok 
Tanwar and Ajoy Kumar

Nilekani panel mulls digital 
papers to stop leaks

The proposal

Bank: over one lakh 
questions, vetted all year

1

Vault: secure software 
guards them

2

Paper: generated from the 
bank

3

Delivery: digital, minutes 
before the exam

4

Gujarat to court investors in 22 
countries ahead of summit

“Come to Gujarat 
– Grow in Gujarat – 

Grow with Gujarat.”
— Bhupendrabhai Patel, 

 Gujarat Chief Minister

Internet access is children’s 
fundamental right: SC

“Our children are 
entitled to both.”

SUPREME COURT Justices J.B. 
Pardiwala and Vinod K. Chandran

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has held 
that children have a funda-
mental right to access and use 
the internet, stressing that 
protecting their safety should 
not mean denying them digi-
tal access altogether.

A  Bench of Justices J.B. 
Pardiwala and Vinod K. Chan-
dran said the right to access 
and use the internet is pro-
tected under Article 21, read 

with Article 19(1)(a), of the 
Constitution. The court stated 
that children, regardless of 
age, enjoy the same funda-
mental rights as other individ-
uals.

The Bench cautioned 
against blanket restrictions on 
children’s internet use, 
describing such bans as 
unproven measures with dis-
proportionate consequences. 
I t  favoured a balanced 
approach that protects chil-
dren while respecting their 
freedom and constitutional 
rights.

The court emphasised that 

children’s safety and freedom 
were not contradictory inter-
ests. “Our children are enti-
tled to both,” it said.

Instead of imposing com-
plete bans, the court favoured 
parental supervision, age-ap-
propriate safeguards and ded-
icated child-friendly modes 
on digital platforms. Such 
measures could help children 
access online resources while 
reducing exposure to harmful 
or unsuitable content.

At the same time, online 
platforms can expose young 
users to risks, making effec-
tive safeguards and responsi-
ble supervision essential.

The court’s position indi-
cates that restrictions on chil-
dren’s internet access must be 
considered carefully rather 
than imposed indiscrimi-
nately.

The ruling reinforces the 
principle that children do not 
lose their fundamental rights 
because of their age. It also 
places emphasis on propor-
tionate safeguards instead of 
blanket prohibitions.

Farmer mails ₹5,000 to Fadnavis in protest
His soybean crop

spent on 1.5 acres

₹25,000
earned from a 60-kg yield

₹3,900
borrowed to send the money order

₹1,100

Keralam recasts Waqf Board, names Mayin Haji chairman
Previous board dissolved 
less than seven months 

after its formation

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam government has 
reconstituted the State Waqf 
Board, appointing Indian 
Union  Musl im League 
(IUML) leader M.C. Mayin 
Haji as its chairman and dis-
solving the previous board 
less than seven months after 
its formation, officials said on 
Saturday.

The government issued an 
order on Friday dissolving the 
board headed by K.S. Hamsa, 
which was constituted in 

March by the previous Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) gov-
ernment. A new nine-member 
committee has been appointed 
despite more than four years 
remaining in the previous 
board’s tenure.

Mayin Haji,  the state 
vice-president of the IUML, 
has previously served as a 
member of the Waqf Board, 

according to officials. The 
other appointed members are 
IUML leader Kurukkoli 
Moideen, Musthafal Faizi, 
Siras D  Capsi, Thodiyoor 
Muhammed Kunju Maulavi, 
Sajna Firoz, Jaseem Sabaha, 
Dr Abdul Majeed and Salahi 
Madina Begham. The decision 
comes while a petition filed 
by former chairman Hamsa 
challenging the board’s recon-
stitution is pending before the 
Kerala High Court.

The new appointments have 
also drawn attention because 

the board does not include rep-
resentation from the A.P. Sunni 
faction led by Kanthapuram 
A.P. Aboobacker Musliyar. 
Representatives of the Mujahid 
faction, however, have been 
included. Officials said two 
non-Muslim members have not 
been appointed under the 
amended Waqf law, pending a 
final verdict in a case before 
the Supreme Court.

Officials added that the first 
meeting of the newly consti-
tuted board is expected to be 
held soon.

Sabarmati to get ₹307‑cr hub 
for Vande Bharat trains

EXPIRED FOOD DIVERSION

FIR against Reliance, Blinkit 
and Zomato officials

48.09
₹ lakh of stock seized 

in Thane and Pune

5
licences suspended

4
unlicensed premises 

stopped

MUMBAI

Police have registered a First 
Information Report (FIR) 
against a Reliance Consumer 
Products director and nine 
others following a Maharash-
tra Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) crackdown on 
the alleged diversion and sale 
of expired, damaged and 
rejected food products. The 
operation resulted in the sei-
zure of food stock worth 
Rs 48.09 lakh across Thane 
and Pune districts.

The FIR was registered at 
Shanti Nagar police station in 
Thane under relevant provi-
sions of the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006, and the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 

2023. Those named include 
senior officials and employ-
ees associated with Reliance 
Consumer Products, Reliance 
Retail, Blinkit and Zomato 
Hyperpure, alongside disposal 
agency operators and local 
suppliers.

FDA sources said coordi-
nated inspections were con-
ducted at multiple locations 
between October 14 and 15. 
Seized stock included prod-
ucts worth over Rs 24 lakh at 
a disposal yard in Bhiwandi, 
around Rs  4.92  lakh at a 

Reliance Consumer Products 
warehouse in Vadpe, and 
nearly Rs  7.81  lakh at a 
Zomato Hyperpure facility in 
Usatane.

Preliminary investigations 
indicated that food products 
intended for destruction were 
allegedly diverted through 
disposal agencies, unlicensed 
sorting yards and brokers 
before being supplied to 
retailers. Officials reportedly 
found discrepancies in dis-
posal records, including mis-
matched quanti t ies and 

inconsistent consignor and 
consignee details.

Expired and leaking prod-
ucts were also reportedly 
found displayed for sale at an 
unlicensed retail outlet in 
Bhiwandi. The FDA deployed 
seven teams to conduct 
inspections, seize stock, col-
lect samples and record state-
ments.

Following hearings on 
October 15, licences of five 
establishments were sus-
pended, while operations at 
four unlicensed premises 
were stopped. The investiga-
tion concerns alleged food 
safety violations, and the 
allegations against those 
named in the FIR remain sub-
ject to legal proceedings.

15-year-old gives 
birth in Gurugram; 

rape probe launched
GURUGRAM

A 15-year-old girl gave 
birth at a hospital in 

Sohna after allegedly 
being sexually assaulted 
by a 22-year-old man she 
met on Instagram, police 

said on Saturday. The 
incident came to light 

when the girl complained 
of severe abdominal 

pain and was taken to 
hospital. Doctors 

informed her parents 
that she was pregnant 

and in labour. Neither the 
girl nor her family was 

reportedly aware of the 
pregnancy.

During counselling, the 
girl allegedly told investi-

gators that she had 
befriended the suspect 
around 18 months ago 

and that he sexually 
assaulted her after luring 

her to meet at differ-
ent locations. Police reg-

istered an FIR under 
Section 6 of the 

Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act at 
Sohna City police station 
on Thursday. Gurugram 

police spokesperson 
Sandeep Turan said the 
suspect, from Nuh, had 

been identified and would 
be arrested soon. The girl 

and her newborn son 
were stable and under 
medical observation.

Woman found 
murdered at home; 
theft angle probed

GURUGRAM

A 34-year-old woman 
was found murdered in 

the bathroom of her 
home in Daulah village, 
Sohna, on Friday, with 

her hands tied and 
mouth taped, 

police said.
The victim, Neetu, was 

discovered by her 
husband, Prashant, a 

private school teacher, 
when he returned home 
with their children around 

2 pm. He noticed 
household belongings 
scattered across the 

house before finding her 
in the bathroom. Prashant 

rushed her to a private 
hospital in Sohna, where 

doctors declared 
her dead. Police are 

investigating a possible 
theft angle, as the house 
appeared to have been 

ransacked. A police team 
led by Sohna ACP 

Mukesh Yadav inspected 
the scene, while forensic 

experts collected 
evidence. Police are also 
examining CCTV footage 

from nearby areas to 
identify the suspects.

A murder case is being ini-
tiated against unidentified 
persons. The exact cause 

of death will be estab-
lished through an autopsy, 

police said. The motive 
behind the killing remains 
unknown, and the inves-

tigation is ongoing.
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PARIS

Tens of thousands of people 
are expected to take to the 
streets across France on Sat-
urday, as students, trade 
unionists and supporters of 
the Yellow Vest movement 
unite against rising living 
costs, inequality and the 
weakening of the country’s 
social model.

The protests began last 
month at high schools in 
northern Paris suburbs, where 
students initially demonstrat-
ed against teacher shortages 
and deteriorating school facil-
ities. The unrest subsequently 
spread nationwide, with pro-
testers raising broader con-
cerns about declining public 
services, inadequate govern-
ment spending and growing 
economic disparities.

The demonstrations come 
at a politically sensitive mo-
ment for France, as President 
Emmanuel Macron enters the 
final stretch of his presidency. 
The country faces a deeply 

polarised electorate and a 
fragmented political land-
scape, while growing con-
cerns over public finances 
have added to pressure on the 
government.

Prime Minister Sebastien 
Lecornu said on Thursday 
that authorities were con-
cerned about the possibility of 
unrest during the demonstra-
tions. The government has 
accused the hard-left France 
Unbowed party of encourag-
ing the protests, an allegation 
the party has rejected.

“This is a moment of fa-
tigue in the country,” Lecornu 
said. He described France as 
being in an atmosphere of 
permanent crisis, citing wars, 
inflation and concerns about 
purchasing power.

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump 
has waived key Russia-related 
sanctions and tariffs days be-
fore the measures were sched-
uled to take effect, citing the 
national interests of the Unit-
ed States.

In an executive order re-
leased by the White House, 
Trump suspended the imple-
mentation of penalties target-
ing Russian goods and coun-
tries purchasing Russian oil 
and gas. The waiver will re-
main in effect until Trump or 
senior administration officials 
determine that further action 
is appropriate.

The measures were includ-
ed in the Lindsey O. Graham 
Sanctioning Russia and Iran 
Act of 2026, which Trump 
signed in mid-September. The 
legislation was designed to 
increase economic pressure 

on Moscow over its invasion 
of Ukraine, which began in 
2022.

Under the law, the adminis-
tration could impose tariffs of 
up to 100% on goods import-
ed from countries purchasing 
Russian oil and gas or helping 
Moscow evade sanctions. The 
legislation specifically target-
ed major importers of Russian 
energy, including countries 
such as China and India.

Trump’s decision comes 
weeks before the US midterm 
elections, when Republicans 
are seeking to maintain nar-
row majorities in both cham-
bers of Congress. Analysts 
have warned that implement-
ing the tariffs could push oil 
prices higher, adding to finan-
cial pressure on American 
consumers already facing in-
creased energy costs linked 
partly to the US-Israeli war 
on Iran.

ADEN

Missiles struck Aden Interna-
tional Airport in southern Ye-
men, while a Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition reported inter-
cepting a ballistic missile 
heading towards Yanbu, a 
strategic Saudi oil export hub 
on the Red Sea, amid escalat-
ing security concerns in the 
region.

The Aden Security Depart-
ment said two missiles landed 
within the airport grounds, 
blaming Yemen’s Iran-aligned 
Houthi group for the attack. 
The Houthis had not immedi-
ately claimed responsibility.

No casualties were reported 
following the strike.

Separately, the Saudi-led 
coalition said it had intercept-
ed a ballistic missile heading 
towards Yanbu. It also report-

ed destroying two cruise mis-
siles over the Red Sea and 
three drones in Saudi Arabia’s 
southern regions and the Ri-
yadh area. The coalition did 
not identify those responsible 
for the reported missile and 
drone attacks.

Yanbu holds strategic im-
portance for Saudi Arabia be-
cause its oil export infrastruc-
ture allows the kingdom to 
transport crude to internation-
al markets through the Red 
Sea, bypassing the Strait of 
Hormuz. The waterway has 
faced severe disruption since 
Iran began restricting traffic 
following US and Israeli at-
tacks on the country in 
February.

Saudi authorities also is-
sued security alerts in several 
areas near the Yemeni border. 
Civil Defense officials issued 

an alert for Abha in south-
western Saudi Arabia early on 
Saturday before subsequently 
declaring the situation clear. 
Earlier warnings had been is-
sued for the Jazan region and 
Khamis Mushait, where such 
alerts have become increas-
ingly frequent since fighting 
resumed last month.

BEND

A teacher and an armed father 
helped stop a 16-year-old 
gunman who killed a teacher 
and three children at a spe-
cial-needs classroom in Bend, 
Oregon, with police crediting 
their actions with preventing 
further loss of life.

The shooting occurred on 
Thursday at Silver Rail Ele-
mentary School, leaving four 
people dead and several oth-
ers injured. The victims in-
cluded three children aged 
five, eight and 11, and 
25-year-old teacher Meghan 
Lambert.

According to officials, an 
unidentified teacher confront-
ed the shooter after the attack 
began. She reportedly threw 
her phone at him before tack-
ling and fighting him, at-

tempting to stop the violence 
inside the school.

A 36-year-old father of two 
students then entered the 
scene carrying a legally 
owned .40-calibre pistol. He 
fired multiple shots at the 
teenager, killing him shortly 
before police arrived.

Bend Police Chief Mike 
Krantz praised the teacher’s 
intervention during a press 
conference, saying her actions 
had almost certainly prevent-
ed additional casualties. He 
became emotional while de-

scribing her willingness to 
defend the children in her 
care.

SYDNEY

Australia has confirmed its 
first case of highly pathogen-
ic H5N1 bird flu on the 
sub-Antarctic Macquarie Is-
land, raising concerns about 
the potential impact of the 
deadly virus on the territory’s 
vulnerable wildlife, particu-
larly its southern elephant 
seal population.

Australia’s Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Beth Cookson, said 
on Saturday that official test-
ing had confirmed the pres-
ence of the virus in samples 
collected from an elephant 
seal and a kelp gull on the re-
mote island. The discovery 
marks the first recorded H5 
avian influenza event on Mac-
quarie Island.

The confirmation comes as 
the virus continues to threaten 
wildlife populations in remote 
regions. Australia reported 
bird flu on its territory in 

June, becoming the last con-
tinent to report the disease. 
However, the virus had al-
ready been detected in late 
2025 on Heard Island, anoth-
er Australian sub-Antarctic 
territory.

Macquarie Island, located 
in the Southern Ocean ap-
proximately halfway between 
Tasmania and Antarctica, is a 
UNESCO Wor ld  Her i -
tage-listed territory renowned 
for its ecological importance. 
Like Heard Island, it serves as 
a key breeding ground for 
southern elephant seals, mak-
ing the spread of H5N1 par-
ticularly concerning ahead of 
the upcoming breeding 
season.

Southern elephant seals are 
among the largest marine 
mammals, with some individ-
uals weighing up to 3,600 ki-
lograms. Australia’s federal 
government has warned that 
the animals are particularly 
vulnerable to H5 bird flu, 
with pup mortality rates ex-
ceed ing  90% in  some 
outbreaks.

The potential threat has also 
affected research operations 
on the island. In August, Aus-
tralia’s environment depart-
ment announced plans to 
withdraw personnel from a 
research station on Macquarie 
Island because of the psycho-
social risks to expeditioners 
associated with a possible H5 
avian influenza outbreak.

The department said expert 
assessments indicated that the 
virus would likely cause a 
significant elephant seal mor-
tality event during the upcom-
ing breeding season.

SAO PAULO

Brazilian Senator Flavio 
Bolsonaro has pledged to 
reduce the country’s rising 
public debt without cutting 
social spending commitments 
if elected president, rejecting 
media reports  that  his 
campaign was considering 
measures to curb minimum 
wage increases and reduce 
benefits.

The right-wing lawmaker, 
the eldest son of former 
Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro, made the remarks 
during an interview with TV 
Globo’s Jornal Nacional, the 
country’s most-watched TV 
newscas t .  He sa id  h is 
administration would pursue 
a fiscal adjustment worth 200 
billion reais ($39.49 billion) 
in the federal budget while 
protecting politically sensitive 
social programmes.

Flavio Bolsonaro is set to 

face incumbent left-wing 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva in a runoff election 
scheduled for October 25.

“There has been a lot of 
fake news circulating, and 
this is an important moment 
to set the record straight,” the 
senator said.

Instead of cutting social 
spending, Bolsonaro said the 
proposed fiscal adjustment 
would focus on reducing the 
number of government minis-
tries, addressing mismanage-
ment at state-controlled com-
panies and generating revenue 
by monetising federal real 
estate assets.

The country’s gross public 
debt has increased by more 
than 10 percentage points 

during Lula’s current term, 
reaching 82.9% of gross do-
mestic product.

Long-term interest rates in 
Brazil have declined since 
Bolsonaro’s victory in the 
first round of the presidential 
election, reflecting develop-
ments in financial markets as 
investors assess the political 
outlook and potential eco-
nomic policies.

BANGKOK

The International Monetary 
Fund’s member countries 
have called for increased fi-
nancial support for economies 
facing short-term financing 
difficulties caused by geopo-
litical conflicts, rising energy 
prices and other external 
shocks, warning that global 
economic risks remain tilted 
to the downside.

The call came in a state-
ment issued after a meeting of 
the International Monetary 
and Financial Committee in 
Bangkok. Saudi Finance Min-
ister Mohammed Al-Jadaan, 

who chairs the committee, 
said the statement’s language 
had been agreed upon by all 
members.

The committee warned that 
escalating conflicts and trade 
tensions could disrupt critical 
trade routes, increase com-
modity prices and undermine 
energy and food security. It 
also highlighted risks arising 
from higher bond yields in 
major economies, which can 
spill over into highly indebted 
countries and intensify finan-
cial vulnerabilities.

It said rapid technological 
change, demographic shifts, 
increasingly frequent extreme 

weather events, natural disas-
ters and geopolitical fragmen-
tation were complicating pol-
icy decisions.

The final statement referred 
to “advanced intelligence 
technologies” but did not ex-
plicitly mention artificial in-
telligence. Earlier in the 
week, the United States had 
urged other IMF members to 
use the term “super intelli-
gence”, reflecting terminolo-
gy preferred by President 
Donald Trump.

The committee also agreed 
to support countries undertak-
ing reforms and addressing 
debt vulnerabilities, particu-

larly low-income economies, 
vulnerable middle-income 
countries and states affected 
by conflict.

“We encourage increasing 
support to countries with sus-
tainable debt and strong re-
form and growth enhancing 

agenda, but facing short-term 
financing challenges,” the 
statement said.

Trump move to restart 
US flights with 

Lebanon hits 
roadblock

WASHINGTON
Lebanon’s main airport 

does not hold valid certifi-
cation, the United Nations 

aviation agency has 
found, according to a 

summary of its report, a 
blow to US President 

Donald Trump’s plan to 
bring back direct flights 

between the US and Beirut. 
Trump announced the 

move in July and last month 
signed an order allowing 

the US government to per-
mit direct flights from the 
US to Lebanon, ending a 
four-decade suspension 

imposed after TWA Flight 
847 was hijacked and 

forced to land in Beirut in 
1985. Safety reviews by 
the US Federal Aviation 
Administration and the 
Transportation Security 

Administration would still 
be needed before flights 

could resume.

Mexico jails 3 
killers of US, 

Australian surfers 
to 158 years

MEXICO CITY
A Mexican judge has sen-
tenced three men to 158 
years and nine months in 
prison each for killing two 

Australian brothers and 
their American friend on a 

2024 surfing trip to the 
state of Baja California, a 
judicial official said. The 

defendants, named by the 
authorities only as Jesus 

Gerardo “N”, known as “El 
Kekas”, Irineo Francisco “N” 
and Angel Jesus “N”, were 
convicted a week ago of 

homicide, aggravated rob-
bery, violent robbery and 
violent vehicle theft. The 
victims were Australian 

brothers Jake and Callum 
Robinson and their 

American friend Jack 
Carter Rhoad, 30.

Russia says it hit 
Ukraine’s 

largest 
steelworks
MOSCOW

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said on Saturday that its 
forces had carried out a 

large-scale overnight 
attack on Ukrainian infra-
structure targets, includ-
ing the country’s largest 
steelworks in Kryvyi Rih, 
as the war continued to 

disrupt industrial and 
energy facilities across 

Ukraine.
The ministry said the 

strikes targeted several 
facilities that it described 
as supporting Ukraine’s 
military-industrial com-

plex. Among the sites iden-
tified was the ArcelorMittal 
steel plant in Kryvyi Rih, a 
major industrial centre in 

central Ukraine. The facility 
is owned by global steel-
maker ArcelorMittal and 

has been affected by previ-
ous Russian attacks.

In its statement, Russia’s 
Defence Ministry said the 
Kryvyi Rih facility supplied 
steel products to Ukraine’s 
military-industrial complex. 

Moscow has repeatedly 
described attacks on 

industrial and logistical 
facilities as part of its 

efforts to weaken Ukraine’s 
military capabilities. 

However, the ministry’s 
claims about the targeted 
facilities and their military 
significance could not be 

independently verified.
The ministry further said 
that a cargo vessel in the 
Black Sea had been hit 

during the overnight oper-
ation. It did not provide 

detailed information 
about the vessel, the 

extent of the damage or 
whether anyone had been 

injured.

Trump waives Russia 
sanctions, tariffs
This comes just days before they were set to take effect under a 
law he signed last month, raising questions about Washington’s 

approach to Moscow and pressure over the Ukraine war.

France braces for nationwide 
stir over rising costs

Waiver in a nutshell
→	 Trump suspended key Russia-related sanctions and tariffs before 

their scheduled implementation.

→	 The waiver covers penalties linked to Russian goods and purchases of 
Russian oil and gas.

→	 The legislation authorised tariffs of up to 100% on targeted imports.

→	 China and India have expressed concerns about the potential 
economic and diplomatic consequences.

→	 Critics argue the decision weakens pressure on Moscow over its 
invasion of Ukraine.

Calls to revive the 
Yellow Vest movement 

gather support from 
students and unions as 

Macron urges respect 
for people and property.

“I’m extremely 
concerned. It will be 

a day of chaos for France.”
— Jordan Bardella, National 

Rally leader

Missile strikes hit Yemen airport 
amid regional tensions

Teacher and an armed father stop 
Oregon school gunman

Missiles and drones

2
MISSILES LANDED IN 
ADEN AIRPORT’S 
GROUNDS

1
BALLISTIC MISSILE 
INTERCEPTED HEADING 
FOR YANBU

2
CRUISE MISSILES 
DESTROYED OVER THE 
RED SEA

3 DRONES DESTROYED IN 
SAUDI ARABIA

Core details
■	 Location: Silver Rail 

Elementary School, 
Bend, Oregon.

■	 Suspect: A 16-year-old boy 
who was fatally shot.

■	 Fatalities: Three children 
aged five, eight and 11, and 
teacher Meghan Lambert, 25.

■	 Injuries: A seven-year-old 
child remained in serious but 
stable condition; another 
teacher suffered 
serious injuries.

■	 Intervention: A teacher 
tackled the gunman before a 
father fatally shot him.

■	 Police assessment: The 
teacher’s actions likely 
prevented further bloodshed.

Australia confirms first H5N1 bird 
flu case on Macquarie Island

Brazil’s Flavio Bolsonaro pledges 
fiscal adjustment

200bn
reais: the fiscal 

adjustment he pledges

82.9%
of GDP: Brazil’s gross 

public debt

Oct 25
runoff against 
President Lula

IMF urges support for economies facing shocks
GLOBAL FINANCING RISKS

“Escalating conflicts 
and trade tensions could 
further disrupt critical 
trade routes, exacerbate 
commodity price 
pressures, including in 
refined energy products, 
and worsen energy and 
food security.”
INTERNATIONAL 
MONETARY AND 
FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 
statement in Bangkok
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AAKASAMLO OKA 
TARA TEASER 
CELEBRATES 
DREAMS AND 

AMBITION

Actor Dulquer Salmaan has unveiled 
the teaser of Aakasamlo Oka Tara, di-
rected by Pavan Sadineni. The film 

explores dreams, family expectations and the 
importance of supporting people who aspire to 
achieve their goals. It is scheduled to release in 
theatres on November 20.

The story follows Krishna, played by Dulquer 
Salmaan, and Kalpana, portrayed by debutante 
Satvika Veeravalli. Kalpana is a district topper 
who dreams of becoming an astronaut, but her 
ambition receives little support from her family. 
Krishna understands her struggles and encour-
ages her to pursue her aspirations. Their relation-
ship forms the emotional core of the film.

Dulquer’s performance brings warmth and 
emotional depth to Krishna’s character. Satvika 
also stands out as Kalpana, a young woman de-
termined to overcome limitations and build her 
own future. Actress Shruti Haasan appears in a 
special role, adding further interest to the cast.

Music composer GV Prakash Kumar’s back-
ground score strengthens the teaser’s emotional 
impact. The song Chitti Cheema has also con-
tributed to the film’s growing popularity. Pro-
ducers Sandeep Gunnam and Ramya Gunnam 
have backed the project, which is presented by 
Geetha Arts and Swapna Cinema.

The teaser highlights self-belief, determination 
and the value of having someone who supports 
one's dreams. Rather than presenting a conven-
tional love story, the film appears to focus on 
personal ambitions and meaningful relationships. 
With its emotional storyline and promising per-
formances, Aakasamlo Oka Tara has raised ex-
pectations ahead of its theatrical release. 

Vanga calls Vijay Deverakonda 
Indian cinema’s next action hero
Filmmaker Sandeep Reddy 
Vanga has praised Vijay De-
verakonda’s performance in 
Ranabaali, calling him the 
next defining action hero of 
Indian cinema. The period ac-
tion drama, directed by Rahul 
Sankrityan and starring Vijay 
alongside Rashmika Mandan-
na, was released in theatres 
on October 16 and received 
mixed reviews.

Sharing his review on X, 
Vanga praised Vijay’s intense 
action sequences and power-
ful screen presence. He de-
scribed the actor’s fighting 
style as raw and fierce, ex-
pressing confidence in his 
potential to become a leading 
action hero. Vanga also en-
couraged audiences to watch 
the film for Vijay’s perfor-
mance.

The filmmaker praised 
Rashmika’s portrayal of 
Jayamma, highlighting her 
emotional performance and 
the strong connection be-
tween the lead char-
acters. He also 
a p - preci-
a t e d m u -

sic composers Ajay-Atul and 
director Rahul Sankrityan for 
their work and approach to 
the historical subject.

Vijay responded warmly to 
Vanga’s appreciation, recall-
ing the filmmaker’s support 
for his earlier film Arjun Red-
dy. Rashmika also thanked 
Vanga for his positive review.

Set during the 1800s under 
B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l  r u l e , 
Ranabaali explores oppres-
sion and famine in India. Vi-
jay plays the titular character, 
who fights back after witness-
ing the suffering of people 
around him. The film depicts 

how colonial policies alleged-
ly contributed to famine while 
grain was exported to Britain.

Produced by Mythri Movie 
Makers, the film also features 
Arnold Vosloo and Easwari 
Rao in important roles. The 
project marks another on-
screen collaboration between 
Vijay and Rashmika, who 
previously appeared together 
in Geetha Govindam and 
Dear Comrade.

Vanga’s praise has added 
attention to the film, particu-
larly Vijay’s action perfor-
mance and the historical 
themes explored in the story.

Actor Neha Dhupia has re-
vealed that she regrets turn-
ing down roles in Shah 

Rukh Khan’s 2007 sports drama 
Chak De India and the 2026 web 
series Operation Safed Sagar. 
Looking back at her career, she ad-
mitted that missing both projects 
has remained a disappointment.

Neha spoke about these opportu-
nities during a board game session 
on her celebrity chat show Double 
Date. She explained that she had 
always wanted to work in sports 
and military films but missed the 
chance to be part of these two proj-
ects. The actor acknowledged that 
some career decisions become 
more significant when viewed in 
retrospect.

Released in 2007, Chak De India 
featured Shah Rukh Khan as Kabir 
Khan, a former Indian men’s hock-
ey captain who coaches the wom-
en’s national team. The film also 
starred Vidya Malavade, Shilpa 
Shukla, Sagarika Ghatge and Chi-
trashi Rawat. It became a notable 
sports drama centred on teamwork, 
determination and national pride.

Operation Safed Sagar: The Un-

told Story of the Kargil War is a 
2026 Netflix series inspired by 
the Indian Air Force’s role 
during the 1999 Kargil con-
flict. Its six episodes follow 
pilots from the Golden Ar-
rows squadron as they un-
dertake dangerous combat 
missions. The cast includes 
Siddharth, Jimmy Shergill, 
Abhay Verma, Dia Mirza 
and Adil Hussain.

Neha made her Bolly-
wood debut with Qayamat: 
City Under Threat in 
2003 and later appeared 
in films including Julie, 
Kya Kool Hai Hum, 
Singh Is Kinng and 
Tumhari Sulu. Along-
side acting, she has 
worked in television 
and digital entertain-
ment. In May 2026, 
she launched Double 
Date on YouTube with 
her husband, Angad 
Bedi. She was also re-
cently seen in Don't 
Be Shy, produced by 
Alia Bhatt.

Neha Dhupia regrets missing 
two major acting opportunitiesActors Keerthy Suresh and Radhika Apte will star in 

Akka, a gangster drama set in the 1980s. Netflix 
released the teaser on Saturday to mark Keerthy’s 

birthday and announced that the series will premiere on 
October 30.

The teaser introduces Keerthy as Bhavani and Radhika 
as Rudra, two influential women in Pernuru. Their compet-
ing interests and differing beliefs appear set to drive a clash. 
The story presents Pernuru as a kingdom shaped by gener-
ations of women who built, governed and protected it, with 
tradition, power struggles and rivalries forming its back-
drop. The teaser hints at a tense struggle for power across 
the women-led kingdom of Pernuru.

Produced by YRF Entertainment, Akka marks the direc-
torial debut of Dharmaraj Shetty, who also wrote the series.

Speaking about the teaser launch, Keerthy said the audi-
ence’s love made her birthday meaningful and unveiling a 
project close to her heart made the occasion special. She 
described Bhavani as one of the most unique and memora-
ble characters she has played.

Radhika said she was pleased that the teaser and pre-
m i e r e - date announcement coincided with 

Keerthy’s birthday. She described 
Rudra as a fascinating character 
guided by her convictions and an 
instinct to challenge the world 
around her. She added that the 
characters’ complexity and ten-
sions arising from their differing 

perspectives attracted her 
to the series.

The cast also includes 
Tanvi Azmi. Aditya 
Chopra, Yogendra 
Mogre and Akshaye 
Widhani are executive 
producers. Akka pre-

mieres on 
N e t f l i x 
on Oc-

tober 
30.

Akka teaser 
reveals October 

30 premiere date

Tamil Music composer Deva 
passes away at seventy-five

Renowned Tamil music direc-
tor Deva, known for compos-
ing music for more than 400 
films across Tamil, Telugu, 
Malayalam and Kannada cin-
ema, passed away at a private 
hospital in Chennai on Satur-
day. He was 75. His 
death has left the 
Tamil film industry 
mourning the loss 
of an accomplished 
composer.

According to in-
dustry sources, Deva 
was admitted to Surya 
Hospital in Kodambakkam 
on Saturday morning for 
treatment. He had undergone 
bypass surgery nearly a de-
cade ago but reportedly failed 
to respond to treatment. His 
mortal remains were expected 
to be taken to his residence in 
Vadapalani around 2 pm, 
where members of the public 
and film industry were to pay 

their respects.
Born on November 20, 

1950, Deva made his Tamil 
cinema debut in 1986 with 
Maatukaara Mannaru. He later 
composed music for several 
successful films, including Ra-

jinikanth’s Annamalai, 
Arunachalam and Baas-

ha. Popularly known as 
‘Thenisai Thendral’, 
he also helped intro-
duce Gaana music to 
Tamil cinema and 

composed and sang 
several songs in the genre.

At a recent success meet for 
Meesaya Murukku 2, Deva 
explained that he developed 
Gaana music to establish a 
distinct identity in an industry 
dominated by celebrated com-
posers Ilaiyaraaja and A. R. 
Rahman. He said finding his 
own musical style was essen-
tial to sustaining his career 
amid their influence.

Actor Selma Blair has addressed her ar-
rest following an alleged altercation 
aboard a flight to New York, with her 

representative stating that she experienced a 
medical emergency and did not intend to hurt 
anyone.

In a statement shared with PEOPLE, Blair’s 
spokesperson said reports about the October 
11 incident had been shaped by a police state-
ment and an earlier controversy involving the 
actor. The representative denied claims that 
Blair attempted to open the aircraft door and 
urged the public not to treat speculation as 
fact.

The 54-year-old actor was arrested at New 
York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport. 
She appeared in court on October 12, pleaded 
not guilty to two counts of second-degree as-
sault and was released on bail. A criminal court 
affidavit alleged that she kicked a police offi-
cer and struck a nurse during the incident. The 
FBI confirmed it was investigating the matter.

Blair’s representative also highlighted her 
multiple sclerosis diagnosis, which she public-
ly disclosed in 2018, and her pseudobulbar 
affect, a neurological condition associated with 
MS. The spokesperson said Blair continues to 
experience daily pain and travels with a ser-
vice dog. The statement also noted her work 
across seven film and television projects in 
2026, business ventures and advocacy for dis-
ability rights and the MS community.

The representative urged people to consider 
all available facts before reaching conclusions. 
Delta Air Lines said it had zero tolerance for 
unruly or unlawful behaviour and prioritised 
passenger and crew safety. Blair had previous-
ly apologised for causing a disturbance on a 
flight in 2016. Despite the latest controversy, 
she was expected to attend 90s Con in Hart-
ford, Connecticut, from October 16 to 18.

Selma Blair 
denies intent 

to harm anyone

SHAH RUKH KHAN 
announces Abu Dhabi 

MUSIC FESTIVAL
Bollywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan has announced 
the UNIFYD music festival, 
scheduled for March 20, 
2027, at Etihad Live in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
The event will feature perfor-
mances by popular Indian 
singers Sonu Nigam, Arijit 
Singh and Karan Aujla. Tick-
ets are expected to go on sale 
soon, with fans encouraged to 
follow the District app for up-
dates.

Shah Rukh has curated the 
festival, which aims to bring 
together music lovers through 
performances by some of In-
dia's biggest voices. A promo-
tional video shows the actor 

humorously trying his hand at 
several instruments, including 
the keyboard, saxophone, 
drums, guitar and violin, be-
fore attempting to sing. After 
his efforts, he suggests leav-
ing the performances to pro-
fessionals.

The video then features 
clips of Sonu Nigam, Arijit 
Singh and Karan Aujla per-
forming at concerts. Shah 
Rukh encourages audiences to 
come together, reflecting the 
festival's name, UNIFYD. 
D’YAVOL, the brand associ-
ated with his son Aryan Khan, 
is among the event's brand 
partners. Shah Rukh's daugh-
ter Suhana Khan reacted to 
the announcement with heart 
emojis, while Karan Aujla ex-
pressed his excitement on so-
cial media.

The three performers bring 
different musical styles to the 
event. Sonu Nigam has sung 
for several films, including 
Border 2 and Do Deewane 
Seher Mein. Karan Aujla re-
cently released the album 
P-Pop Culture and the hip-
hop EP AUJLA SZN 1. Arijit 
Singh, who announced his 
retirement from Bollywood 
playback singing in January 
2026, has continued to feature 
in film music this year.

Meanwhile, Shah Rukh is 
filming King, directed by 
Sidharth Anand, alongside 
daughter Suhana Khan and 
several prominent actors. The 
film is scheduled for theatri-
cal release on December 24.

Puri Jagannadh wraps up Slumdog 
33 Temple Road shooting

Director Puri Jagannadh has announced the com-
pletion of shooting for his upcoming action 
entertainer Slumdog – 33 Temple Road, star-

ring Vijay Sethupathi in the lead role. The director 
shared the news on social media on Saturday, con-
firming that the film’s team is preparing for its next 
stage. The release date will be announced soon.

The film has generated interest among audiences 
since shooting began in July last year. Its cast in-
cludes Samyuktha as the female lead, alongside 
Kannada actor Duniya Vijay, Tabu, Zarina Wahab, 
Brahmaji and VTV Ganesh in important roles.

Recently, the 
makers unveiled 
the  f i r s t - l ook 
poster of Zarina 
W a h a b  a s 
Zubaida. The an-
nouncement also 
promised a spe-
cial glimpse of 
her character. Ear-

lier, a promotional video introduced Tabu as Gauri Heg-
de, a fearless Deputy Commissioner of Income Tax. The 
video showed her confronting people and threatening 
action, including a tense exchange with Vijay Seth-
upathi’s character.

A title poster released last year featured Vijay Seth-
upathi wearing stylish sunglasses and holding a blood-
stained machete while standing among wooden boxes 
containing currency notes. The image offered a glimpse 
of the film’s action-oriented tone.
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NEW DELHI

Foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) were net buyers of 
Rs 1,166 crore on Friday as 
their selling eased sharply this 
week on improving market 
sentiment, analysts said on 
Saturday. FIIs remained net 
sellers for the ninth straight 
week, but their weekly selling 
slowed to Rs 8,991 crore from 
Rs  30,294 crore the week 
before.

Domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) stayed net buy-
ers for a ninth consecutive 
week, at Rs  7,813 crore, 
though they were net sellers 
of Rs 3,661 crore on Friday. 
Month to date, DII net buying 
of Rs 48,168 crore has almost 
fully absorbed FII net selling 
of Rs 48,769 crore.

“The sharp moderation in 
FII selling and reversal in 
flows suggest sentiment is 
stabilising, though elevated 

crude keeps the recovery vul-
nerable,” analysts said.

Investors are watching the 
path of Brent crude prices and 
developments between the US 
and Iran, while at home the 
focus stays on Q2FY27 earn-
ings and the minutes of the 
RBI’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee, due mid-week, which 
should shed light on its 4-2 
split over the shift to a cali-
brated-tightening stance, they 
added.

The benchmark indices re-
bounded strongly during the 
week, with the Nifty extend-
ing its recovery for a second 
straight week. A firmer rupee 

and easing US 10-year Trea-
sury yields helped sentiment, 
though Brent crude holding 
near $105 a barrel kept infla-
tion and external risks in 
focus.

The Nifty found buying 
support near 22,300 after a 
weak start and gathered mo-
mentum through the week. It 
closed above 23,000, at the 
week’s high of 23,146.15, up 
2.8 per cent week on week.

The Nifty is up 2.3 per cent 
from its September-end close 
of 22,620.45 and 4.1 per cent 
above its October 8 closing 
low of 22,231.80. Another re-
port earlier in the week said 
Indian markets had stayed un-
der pressure mainly because 
of continuous selling by FIIs, 
amid fears over the effect of 
inadequate monsoon rains, 
rising prices of crude and ag-
ricultural commodities, high 
bond yields and the growing 
Iran-US conflict.

NEW DELHI

Delhi’s traders lost about 
Rs 3,000 crore in October be-
cause of continuous protests, 
road closures and disrupted 
supply chains, the Chamber 
of Trade and Industry (CTI) 
said on Saturday.

CTI Chairman Brijesh 
Goyal said the first protest, 
on October 10, cost traders 
Rs 2,000 crore. Blockades, 
metro closures and the clo-
sure of Central Park in Cen-
tral Delhi between Octo-
ber 13 and 16 caused a fur-
ther loss of Rs 1,000 crore, he 
said.

According to the industry 
body, retail has been hit hard-
est, with losses estimated at 
Rs 1,800 crore as shopping 

slowed in the peak Navratri 
and Diwali season. More than 
700 markets across Delhi have 
been affected, among them 
Sadar Bazar, Chandni Chowk, 
Kashmiri Gate, Chawri Bazar, 
Bhagirath Place, Gandhi 
Nagar, Khari Baoli, Karol 
Bagh, Lajpat Rai Market and 
Connaught Place.

Wholesale trade has lost 
about Rs 600 crore, with an 
estimated three to four lakh 
buyers from nearby cities and 
Rajasthan staying away.

The CTI said disruptions to 
truck movement had further 
hurt supply chains, leaving 
festival goods stranded in 
warehouses. The hospitality 

and services sector lost around 
Rs 300 crore, and transport, 
auto-taxi and tourism busi-
nesses Rs 180 crore. The in-
formal sector, including dai-
ly-wage workers, artisans and 
loading staff, lost Rs  120 
crore. Traders are seeking a 
relief package and restrictions 
on protests in central areas.

NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) has started prosecu-
tion proceedings against 
Surya Food & Agro Ltd, the 
maker of Priyagold biscuits, 
over alleged food safety vio-
lations, including the use of 
bran meant for cattle feed as 
a raw material in its biscuits.

In a statement on Saturday, 
the regulator said its officials 
inspected the company’s fa-
cility after a consumer com-
plaint and reportedly found 
serious lapses in food safety 
and hygiene.

According to the FSSAI, 
bran meant for cattle feed, and 
not for human consumption, 

was being used as a source of 
fibre in Priyagold biscuits. 
The regulator said the gunny 
bags holding the material 
were marked to show that the 
bran was meant for animal 
feed.

The inspection also found 
shortcomings in plant hy-
giene, pest control, the stor-
age and segregation of raw 
materials, personnel hygiene, 
the upkeep of the premises 
and the handling of interme-
diate formulations.

The FSSAI said the compa-
ny’s licence had been sus-
pended because of the serious 
non-compliances. The com-
petent authority then ap-
proved prosecution proceed-
ings against Surya Food & 
Agro Ltd for the alleged 
violations.

NEW DELHI

The Centre has told state-run 
fuel retailers to stop procur-
ing ethanol made from sugar 
and key sugarcane-based 
feedstocks, a move aimed at 
keeping sugar prices in check. 
The direction takes effect 
from the new supply year 
starting November  1, after 
dry weather hit sugarcane 
production, according to the 
tender document.

The public sector refiners 
Indian Oil Corp Ltd (IOCL), 
Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(BPCL), Hindustan Petroleum 
Corp Ltd (HPCL), Numa-
ligarh Refinery Ltd and Man-
galore Refinery and Petro-
chemicals Ltd have issued a 
joint tender for nearly 11 bil-
lion litres of ethanol for the 
new supply year, citing the 
government’s new directions.

“No offers have been 
sought for ethanol produced 

from sugarcane juice, sugar, 
sugar syrup and B-Heavy mo-
lasses in this quantity bid ten-
der,” the document said. In-
dia, which is the world’s sec-
ond-biggest sugar producer, 
faces a smaller crop than it 
did a year earlier after El 
Nino contributed to the weak-
est monsoon in more than a 
decade.

The country has increasing-
ly used sugarcane and grains 
to make ethanol as part of ef-
forts to cut its dependence on 
imported oil. The government 
had brought forward its target 
of blending 20 per cent etha-
nol into petrol by five years 
and met it in 2025.

Suppliers in the latest ten-
der can offer ethanol made 
from C-heavy molasses, dam-
aged food grains, surplus rice 
procured from the Food Cor-
poration of India, corn and 
other feedstocks permitted 
under the National Policy on 
Biofuels.

Separately, the government 
has allowed sugar mills to sell 
sugar produced in October 
2026 during October and No-
vember 2026, over and above 
their regular monthly release 
quotas.

WASHINGTON

India raised its holdings of 
US Treasury securities for the 
fourth month in a row in Au-
gust, while China cut its ex-
posure further, narrowing the 
gap between the two Asian 
economies, data released by 
the US Treasury Department 
showed.

India’s holdings rose to 
$219.7 billion at the end of 
August from $202.6 billion in 
July, an increase of about 
$17.1 billion in a month. That 
brings them close to the 

$219.4 billion recorded in 
August 2025.

India’s holdings had fallen 

to $181 billion in April be-
fore recovering gradually. 
They stood at $181.3 billion 

in May and $186.4 billion in 
June, and then rose sharply in 
July.

China’s holdings, by con-
trast, fell to $590.7 billion in 
August from $618 billion in 
July. The fall extends a year-
long reduction: China held 
$699.7 billion in August 2025, 
so its holdings have dropped 
by about $109 billion in 12 

months.
As a result, the gap between 

China’s and India’s holdings 
narrowed to about $371 bil-
lion, from about $480 billion 
a year earlier.

India ranked 14th among 
foreign holders of US Trea-
sury securities, below Hong 
Kong, which held $261.5 bil-
lion, and above Norway, with 

$214 billion.
Japan remained the largest 

foreign holder, with $1,068.3 
billion, followed by the Unit-
ed Kingdom with $1,009.5 
billion. China was third, 
ahead of Belgium, Canada, 
the Cayman Islands and 
Luxembourg.

The Treasury reported a net 
international capital inflow of 
$199.8 billion in August. For-
eign residents bought $300.7 
billion of long-term US secu-
rities and cut their holdings 
of Treasury bills by $47.8 
billion.

NEW DELHI

Initial public offerings (IPOs) 
of small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) in India raised 
Rs 3,791.67 crore in July-Sep-
tember (Q3 2026), nearly 
double the Rs 1,890 crore of 
the previous quarter, a report 
said on Saturday. The report, 
from B2K Analytics, said 
SME IPO activity revived in 
the latest quarter, with 80 list-
ings as investors returned to 
the segment.

Listings on BSE SME (55) 
and NSE Emerge (25) jumped 
111 per cent quarter on quar-
ter in Q3 CY2026, after slow-
ing in the first two quarters. 
The report noted that the Q3 
2026 issue size is still below 
the peak of Rs 4,531.27 crore 
seen in Q3 2025. Fresh capital 
made up 94 per cent of the 
total, rising to Rs 3,574.67 
crore in Q3 from Rs 1,782.06 
crore in Q2.

Offer for sale (OFS) also 
doubled, to Rs 217 crore from 
Rs 108 crore over the same 
period. “The improvement in 
listing gains reflects renewed 
investor appetite for SME 

IPOs potentially supported by 
expectations of stronger regu-
latory measures by the SEBI,” 
said Ritaban Basu, CEO, B2K 
Analytics.

However, more loss-mak-
ing listings suggested that 
market participation remained 
selective, with performance 
varying across issues accord-
ing to pricing, company fun-
damenta l s  and  marke t 
demand.

Listing performance im-
proved markedly: 51 SME 
IPOs debuted at a premium in 
Q3 CY26, 19 listed at a dis-
count, and listings with neither 
a gain nor a loss fell slightly to 
10.

“The quarter also saw sev-
eral large-sized SME IPOs 

hitting the market for fund 
raising and some of them list-
ing at a huge premium. The 
trend suggests the SME plat-
form may be attracting com-
panies with higher capital re-
quirements alongside greater 
investor confidence in select 
issuers,” added Basu.

Capital goods make up the 
largest share of the sample, 
with 40 companies, or 25 
per cent. “The top five sectors 
account for nearly 58 per cent 
of the sample, while the top 
ten sectors represent around 
87 per cent of the total sample 
of 158, indicating broad rep-
resentation across a diverse 
range of industries,” Basu 
said.

NEW DELHI

India’s space sector is going 
through a major commercial 
shift after policy reforms 
opened the industry to private 
companies, and the country’s 
space economy is projected to 
reach $40 billion to $45 bil-
lion by 2030, according to a 
report by Tanzania-based The 
Guardian.

Valued at about $8.4 billion 
today, India’s space economy 
is a relatively small part of the 
global market. But the sector 
has significant room to grow, 
the report said, provided the 
country keeps up investment, 
ensures regulatory certainty, 
builds infrastructure and keeps 
innovating.

The shift gathered pace af-
ter the reforms of 2020 and 
the adoption of the Indian 
Space Policy 2023. These 
changes loosened long-stand-
ing government control over 
the space value chain and let 
private enterprises take up 
work ranging from satellite 
manufacturing and launch 
services to remote sensing 
and space-based communica-
tions.

The report noted that In-
dia’s space ecosystem, tradi-

tionally led by the govern-
ment, has become a collabo-
rative network of public insti-
tutions, private companies, 
academic organisations, re-
search centres and start-ups.

Institutional changes have 
also helped define responsi-
bilities across the sector. The 
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) and the 
Indian National Space Pro-
motion and Authorisation 
Centre (IN-SPACe) now work 

within a framework meant to 
support wider commercial 
participation.

IN-SPACe helps private 
companies gain access to test-
ing facilities, launch infra-
structure, publicly generated 
space data and technologies 
developed by ISRO. These 
provisions aim to lower the 
barriers for businesses that 
want to develop and commer-
cialise space-related products 
and services.

The reforms have also 
brought in start-ups that pur-
sue their own commercial 
strategies and develop propri-
etary technologies.

QUICK READ Traders suffer Rs 3,000 cr 
loss over Delhi protests
Trade body says over 700 markets have been hit by the protests in the 

national capital, and losses could cross Rs 10,000 crore by Diwali.

Where the Rs 3,000 crore went

Retail Rs 1,800 cr

Wholesale Rs 600 cr

Hospitality, services Rs 300 cr

Transport, taxis, tourism Rs 180 cr

Informal sector Rs 120 cr
October losses, CTI estimates

FSSAI initiates prosecution 
over food safety violations

Licence suspended and 
prosecution approved 

after an inspection that 
followed a consumer 

complaint

FIIs turn net buyer in Indian market 
as sentiment improves

Govt halts sugar diversion to ethanol 
after El Nino hurts crops

What the tender 
takes
✗	 Sugarcane juice, sugar, sugar 

syrup, B-heavy molasses
✓	 C-heavy molasses
✓	 Damaged food grains, 

surplus FCI rice
✓	 Corn and other permitted 

feedstocks

India’s space economy eyes $45 billion by 2030 SME IPO fundraising nearly doubles in 
July-September quarterOpening up space

2020
Reforms open the sector to 
private companies

2023
Indian Space Policy adopted

MID-2026
Nearly 400 active space 
start-ups

TODAY
Space economy worth about 
$8.4 billion

2030
Projected at $40-45 billion

India’s space economy 
could reach $45 billion 
by 2030 as policy 
reforms encourage 
private investment, 
innovation and 
commercial 
participation.

“The trend suggests 
the SME platform 

may be attracting 
companies with higher 
capital requirements 
alongside greater investor 
confidence in select 
issuers.”

— Ritaban Basu, CEO, B2K 
Analytics

ASIAN TREASURY HOLDINGS SHIFT

India raises US Treasury holdings, China cuts
$219.7bn
India in August, up 

from $202.6bn in July

$590.7bn
China in August, down 

from $618bn

$371bn
the gap, from about 

$480bn a year earlier

Starlink ready to 
connect India with 

high-speed internet
NEW DELHI

Starlink, the satellite 
internet company owned 
by Elon Musk, said it has 

worked closely with regu-
lators, industry and oper-

ators in India for more 
than five years. It was 
replying to Reliance 
Industries Ltd (RIL), 
which had said that 

India’s rules on satellite 
communications apply 

equally to domestic and 
foreign companies. The 
company said its dedi-

cated systems, gateways 
and other infrastructure 

have all been set up 
inside India, with every 
required government 

approval, to carry only 
Indian traffic safely and 

securely. “Starlink is ready 
to connect India with 

high-speed internet,” the 
company said.

J&K’s challenging 
terrain yielding to new 

era of connectivity
NEW DELHI

Rail, road and air projects 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
now work as one inte-
grated network as the 
region’s difficult terrain 
steadily gives way to a 

new era of connectivity, a 
government factsheet 
showed on Saturday.

The Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link 

(USBRL) has connected 
the Kashmir valley to 

India’s rail network. Its 
centrepiece, the Chenab 

Bridge, is the world’s high-
est railway arch bridge.
The USBRL project was 

inaugurated in June 2025.
The line runs 272 km 

through the Himalayas, 
with 36 tunnels spanning 
119 km and 943 bridges.

China AI supply-chain 
IPOs hold firm despite 

valuation pullback
BANGKOK

Listings of Chinese com-
panies in the AI supply 
chain are expected to 

hold firm despite growing 
worries over valuations 
and sharper scrutiny, a 
Citi banker who works 

with Chinese companies 
said. Although data cen-
tre companies have seen 

valuations pull back 
recently, largely from the 

US market, AI sup-
ply-chain listings will con-
tinue in Hong Kong, said 

Simon Yuan, Citi’s head of 
China investment bank-
ing. Chinese companies 
planning to list in Hong 
Kong are cushioned by 
demand split roughly 

evenly between domestic 
Chinese and international 
investors, said Yuan, who 
also heads Citi’s financial 

institutions group in 
APAC. He was speaking 

on the sidelines of the IMF 
meetings in Bangkok.

Wall Street tumbles as 
worries about AI trade, 

high oil prices weigh
NEW YORK

Wall Street fell sharply as 
technology stocks linked 
to artificial intelligence 

faced fresh selling, while 
a steep rise in oil prices 

added to investors’ wor-
ries about inflation, bor-
rowing costs and corpo-

rate earnings.
The Nasdaq Composite 

fell 2.19% to 26,128.13, the 
S&P 500 lost 1.22% to 
7,649.71 and the Dow 

Jones Industrial Average 
dropped 0.55% to 

51,891.77. The S&P 500 
was heading for its steep-

est weekly fall since 
January and the Nasdaq 

for its sharpest since June.
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Australia Face Tricky Champions 
Trophy Preparations

SYDNEY
 

Australia women’s cricket 
coach Shelley Nitschke has 
described the team’s prepara-
tions for the inaugural Cham-
pions Trophy as tricky, with 
limited opportunities to play 
international T20 cricket be-
fore the tournament in Febru-
ary 2027.

Australia will begin a three-
match T20 International series 
against New Zealand at home 
on Sunday. The series will be 
their final international T20 
fixtures before the Champions 
Trophy, leaving the team 
without another scheduled 
T20I assignment in the inter-
vening months.

The Australians will subse-
quently travel to Sri Lanka for 
three One-Day Internationals, 
but those matches will not 
provide further preparation in 
the shortest format. Instead, 
players will rely on domestic 
and franchise competitions to 
maintain their T20 rhythm 
ahead of the tournament.

The Women’s Big Bash 
League (WBBL) and the 
Women’s Premier League 
(WPL) are expected to play 
important roles in their prepa-

rations. Nitschke said the 
WPL could be particularly 
valuable because it will offer 
players experience in condi-
tions similar to those expected 
at the Champions Trophy.

Australia will also have to 
manage different preparation 
schedules for players partici-
pating in franchise competi-
tions and those who are not 

involved. 
The team is awaiting the 

full  Champions Trophy 
schedule, while warm-up 
matches are expected to pro-
vide additional opportunities 
before the competition begins.

Australia will enter the 
tournament aiming to win its 
inaugural edition after secur-
ing the T20 World Cup earlier 

this year in England. Howev-
er, Nitschke stressed that the 
upcoming New Zealand series 
remains important for build-
ing combinations and improv-
ing the team’s performance.

She also warned against un-
derestimating New Zealand, 
whose revamped squad and 
coaching staff could make 
them a challenging opponent.

Aus women coach 
Nitschke on limited 

T20Is ahead of 
Champions Trophy:

•  �Australia will play three T20Is 
against New Zealand at home.

•  �The series will be their final in-
ternational T20 assignment be-
fore February 2027.

•  �The WBBL and WPL will provide 
crucial preparation opportuni-
ties.

•  �Australia are targeting the inau-
gural Champions Trophy title 
after winning the T20 World 
Cup.

Deepti Praises 
Niki's Composure 

On Debut
NEW DELHI

 
India all-rounder Deepti Shar-
ma has praised young batter 
Niki Prasad for displaying 
maturity and composure 
during her international de-
but, helping India secure a 
four-wicket victory over Zim-
babwe in the opening wom-
en's T20 International.

India were in trouble at 
19/4 while chasing a target of 
115, but Deepti and Niki 
combined to rescue the in-
nings. Deepti scored 49, 
while Niki remained un-
beaten on 39 as the 
pair stitched together 
an 82-run partner-
ship off 63 balls for 
the fifth wicket. 
Their stand guid-
ed India to victo-
ry with four 
wickets and 26 
balls remain-
ing, giving 
the hosts a 
1-0 lead 
i n  t h e 
t h r e e -
match se-
ries.

Speak-
ing after 

the match, Deepti said Niki's 
calm approach was particular-
ly impressive given the pres-
sure of making an internation-
al debut. She explained that 
the youngster appeared com-
fortable despite India's early 
collapse and remained fo-
cused on building a partner-
ship rather than allowing the 
situation to dictate her ap-
proach.

Deepti recalled feeling ner-
vous during her own interna-
tional debut and said Niki's 
composure stood out.

 According to the experi-
enced all-rounder, the 

young batter maintained 
a clear mindset and 
concentrated on com-
pleting the chase 
alongside her part-
ner.

Deepti also ex-
plained that the 

pair aimed to 
keep the re-
qu i red  run 
ra te  under 
control  by 
c o l l e c t i n g 
singles and 
avoiding un-
n e c e s s a r y 
risks. 

Mahela Jayawardene Steps 
Down As Mumbai Coach

Coaching Change

MUMBAI
 

Mahela Jayawardene has 
stepped down as head coach 
of Mumbai Indians, bringing 
his latest stint with the five-
time Indian Premier League 
champions to an end, the fran-
chise announced on Saturday.

The former Sri Lanka cap-
tain first coached Mumbai 
Indians from 2017 to 2022, a 
period during which the team 
won three IPL titles. His ten-
ure established him as a sig-
nificant figure in the fran-
chise's coaching history, con-
tributing to one of its most 
successful phases.

Jayawardene returned to the 
head coach position in 2024, 
but Mumbai Indians struggled 
to reproduce the same level of 
success in subsequent sea-
sons. The team finished fourth 
in 2025 before losing in the 
playoffs, and its campaign in 
2026 ended with a sec-
ond-bottom finish in the 
league standings.

The franchise has not dis-
closed further details regard-
ing the circumstances sur-
rounding Jayawardene's de-
p a r t u r e  o r  a n -
nounced  who 
wil l  replace 
him as head 
coach.

Reflecting 
on his time 
with Mumbai 
Indians, Jay-
awardene ex-
pressed pride in 
the team's achieve-
ments and the experiences 
shared during his association 
with the franchise. He also 
acknowledged the challenges 
the team had faced and 
wished the players and organ-
isation success in the future.

"Together, we have shared 
some unforgettable moments, 
overcome challenges and 
built something we can all be 
proud of," Jayawardene said 
in a statement.

He added that he would 

continue to value his associa-
tion with Mumbai Indians, 
despite leaving the coaching 
role.

"I leave with immense 
pride in what we have 

achieved together and 
will always carry a 
special place in my 
heart for MI. I wish 
the team every suc-
cess in the years 

ahead," he said.
Jayawardene's de-

parture marks another 
transition for Mumbai In-

dians as the franchise looks 
ahead to its future IPL cam-
paigns. 

His three-title record from 
his first stint remains a defin-
ing part of his coaching lega-
cy with the team.

"Together, we have shared 
some unforgettable moments, 
overcome challenges and 
built something we can all be 
proud of." - Mahela Jayawar-
dene (outgoing Mumbai Indi-
ans head coach).

All Blacks Crush Wallabies 
To Extend Winning Streak

SYDNEY
 

New Zealand produced a 
commanding first-half perfor-
mance to defeat Australia 43-
21 at Stadium Australia on 
Saturday, extending their win-
ning streak against the Walla-
bies to 13 consecutive match-
es.

The All Blacks had already 
secured the Bledisloe Cup for 
the 24th consecutive year fol-
lowing their 50-19 victory in 
Auckland the previous week. 
They carried that momentum 
into the Sydney encounter, scor-
ing six tries before half-time to 
establish a commanding 36-7 
lead.

Despite losing centre Jordie 
Barrett to a calf injury before 
kick-off and Quinn Tupaea to a 
concussion early in the match, 
New Zealand maintained their 
attacking intensity. Josh Moor-
by, Beauden Barrett, Peter 

Lakai and replacement Rieko 
Ioane crossed the try line during 
a devastating opening spell that 
left Australia trailing 22-0 with-
in the first 26 minutes.

Australia briefly responded 
when flyhalf Declan Meredith 
created an opportunity for Jere-
my Williams to score. However, 
Williams was subsequently sin-
binned, allowing New Zealand 
to capitalise on their numerical 
advantage. Wallace Sititi scored 
the All Blacks' fifth try, while 
Beauden Barrett intercepted a 
pass and raced away for his sec-
ond try before the break.

Moorby added another try 
shortly after the restart, further 
strengthening New Zealand's 
advantage. 

Australia showed greater at-
tacking intent in the second 
half, with Tom Wright and Fili-
po Daugunu scoring tries to en-
ergise the home crowd of 
73,399.

Figueroa loses WBA 
featherweight title after 

missing weight
LIVERPOOL

 
American boxer Brandon 
Figueroa has been stripped of 
his World Boxing Association 
(WBA) featherweight title af-
ter weighing 1.4 pounds over 
the division’s 126-pound lim-
it ahead of his scheduled fight 
against Japan’s Tomoki 
Kameda in Las Vegas on Sat-
urday, organisers said.

Figueroa, 29, failed to make 
the required weight during the 
official weigh-in, resulting in 
the loss of his championship 
status before the bout. The 
fight will proceed as sched-
uled, but the title implications 
have changed significantly 
following the American’s fail-
ure to meet the division’s 
weight requirements.Kameda, 

35, will have the opportunity 
to claim the vacant WBA 
featherweight title if he de-
feats Figueroa. 

However, if the American 
wins the contest, the champi-
onship will remain vacant, 
leaving neither boxer with the 
title immediately after the 
fight.

The development has added 
an unexpected dimension to 
the highly anticipated contest, 
with Kameda now fighting for 
a world championship while 
Figueroa will be unable to re-
tain his title regardless of the 
result.Speaking through a 
translator, Kameda expressed 
frustration over the situation, 
describing Figueroa’s failure 
to make weight as disrespect-
ful. 

CARAPAZ JOINS NSN ON 
THREE-YEAR DEAL

PARIS
 

Former Giro d’Italia cham-
pion and Olympic road race 
gold medallist Richard Car-
apaz has joined NSN Cy-
cling Team on a three-year 
contract, leaving EF Educa-
tion-EasyPost a year before 
his existing agreement was 
due to expire.

The 33-year-old Ecuador-
ian cyclist’s move was an-
nounced, marking a new 
chapter in his professional 
career. NSN Cycling Team, 
formerly known as Israel–
Premier Tech, has secured 
the services of one of the 
sport’s established stage-
race contenders as it looks 
to strengthen its ambitions 
in international cycling.

Carapaz won the Giro 
d’Italia in 2019, becoming 
the second Ecuadorian rider 
to claim a Grand Tour title. 
His victory established him 
among the leading climbers 
in professional cycling and 
demonstrated his ability to 
compete against the sport’s 

strongest riders in demand-
ing mountain stages.

He added another major 
achievement to his career at 
the Tokyo Olympics in 
2021, winning gold in the 
men’s road race.

 The result made him Ec-
uador’s second Olympic 
champion and further en-
hanced his reputation on the 
international stage.

Speaking about his move, 
Carapaz said he was excited 
to begin working with his 
new team, comparing the 
feeling to signing his first 
professional contract.

I'm really looking forward 
to it, and to be honest, this 
reminds me a lot of when I 
signed my first professional 
contract, when I was incred-
ibly excited about being in 
the WorldTour, Carapaz said 
in a statement.

The Ecuadorian also high-
lighted the team’s ambitions 
and said his initial discus-
sions with its performance 
staff had revealed shared 
goals for the future.

Carapaz joins NSN on three-year deal
PARIS

 
Former Giro d’Italia champion 
and Olympic road race gold med-
allist Richard Carapaz has joined 
NSN Cycling Team on a three-
year contract, leaving EF Educa-
tion-EasyPost a year before his 
existing agreement was due to 
expire.

The 33-year-old Ecuadorian 
cyclist’s move was announced, 
marking a new chapter in his pro-
fessional career. NSN Cycling 
Team, formerly known as Israel–
Premier Tech, has secured the 
services of one of the sport’s es-
tablished stage-race contenders 
as it looks to strengthen its ambi-
tions in international cycling.

Carapaz won the Giro d’Italia 
in 2019, becoming the second 
Ecuadorian rider to claim a 
Grand Tour title. 

His victory established him 
among the leading climbers in 
professional cycling and demon-
strated his ability to compete 
against the sport’s strongest rid-
ers in demanding mountain stag-
es.

He added another major 
achievement to his career at the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2021, win-

ning gold in the men’s road race. 
The result made him Ecuador’s 
second Olympic champion and 
further enhanced his reputation 
on the international stage.

Speaking about his move, Car-
apaz said he was excited to begin 
working with his new team, com-
paring the feeling to signing his 
first profes- sional con-
tract.

I'm really l o o k i n g 
forward to it, and to be 
honest, this re- minds 
me a  lo t  of 
when I signed my 
first professional 
contract, when I was 
incredibly excited about 
being in the WorldTour, 
Carapaz said in a state-
ment.

The Ecuadorian also high-
lighted the team’s ambitions 
and said his initial discus-
sions with its performance 
staff had revealed shared 
goals for the future.

The team has big ambi-
tions to keep growing and 
already in my conversations 
with the performance team, 
it was clear we share the 
same desire to keep improv-

ing and achieve big things to-
gether, he added.Carapaz arrives 
at NSN following another nota-
ble season on the road. Re-
nowned for his climbing ability 
and strength in mountainous ter-
rain, he won two stages at this 
year’s Tour de France and fin-
ished eighth overall in the gen-
eral classification.

US tech 
entrepreneur Sanjay 

Govil interested in 
buying BBL 

franchise

NEW DELHI
 

US tech entrepreneur Sanjay 
Govil is looking to expand his 
ownership from the MLC and 
the Hundred as he is interest-
ed in purchasing a team in the 
Big Bash League. Cricket 
Australia last month approved 
the privatisation of the BBL 
and opened the first phase of 
the sales process for the Mel-
bourne Renegades. 

The CA and Cricket Victo-
ria invited expressions of in-
terest from potential buyers 
for a 100% purchase of the 
Renegades.Govil, who co-
owns the Welsh Fire in the 
Hundred and owns the Wash-
ington Freedom in the MLC, 
stated that he is following the 
process and remains interested 
in the Renegades; it's on the 
radar.  But I think there are go-
ing to be a lot of big players 
who will be interested, Govil 
told Cricinfo. I need to focus 
on what I am capable of doing. 
I don't want to get into a bid-
ding war.

Meanwhile, he also has Ho-
bart Hurricanes in his sights, a 
franchise where Ricky Ponting 
is head of strategy and is also 
Freedom's head coach for the 
last three seasons.

Rennie promises All 
Blacks will stick to their 

guns at World Cup
SYDNEY

 
New Zealand coach Dave 
Rennie said his team would 
be sticking to their expansive 
style at next year's World Cup 
after the All Blacks thrashed 
the Wallabies for a second 
successive week with some 
sensational attacking rugby 
on Saturday. Two convincing 
wins over ‌Australia have got 
the three-times world champi-
ons back to winning ways af-
ter they lost a four-match se-
ries against South Africa 3-1.

The Springboks have rid-
den a physical, conservative 
playing style to back-to-back 
World Cup triumphs but Ren-
nie said he remained con-
vinced the tactics that put a 
premium on ball speed and 
width would be effective 
against it. There's no point 
playing this way and then go-
ing to a ⁠World Cup and trying 
to play risk-free footy, he told 
reporters after the 42-21 vic-
tory at Stadium Australia.

We're well aware you can 
put yourself under pressure 
the way that we're trying to 
play, but we'll also back our-
selves that we'll profit more 
than we'll suffer in those situ-
ations.

I don't think you want all 
the teams in the world playing 
the same game. I think if you 
look at the Wallabies, they're 
pretty similar to us. I think 
they'll want to play, and it's a 
point of difference, part of the 
DNA of both sides.

If you want to just get into 
arm wrestles with a couple of 
the ‌big sides ⁠in the world, it'll 
be a struggle, he said. Despite 
his team scoring six tries with 
some breathtaking rugby in 
the first half on Saturday, 
Rennie said there were still 
improvements to be made. 
We're trying to grow our 
game, and we've got a long 
way to go, he said. We just 
want to be able to play at a 
tempo ⁠that will test other 
sides.


