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45 T’gana pilgrims charred to death in Saudi

The deceased, including 20 women and 11 children, At least 45 people, including 10 children, were on an Umrah pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia

HYDERABAD

At least 45 Indian Umrah pil-
grims, all from Telangana’s
Hyderabad, were charred to
death after a passenger bus
carrying devotees from Mec-
ca to Madinah caught fire af-
ter colliding with a diesel
tanker in Saudi Arabia early
on Monday morning.

Immigration officials in
Hyderabad confirmed that
most of the victims, including
20 women and 11 children,
were from the city.

The devastating accident
occurred around 1:30 am IST
at Al Mufrihat, about 160 km
from Madinah, on a wide road
prone to high-speed traffic.
Most the pilgrims were asleep
at the time, worsening the im-
pact of the tragedy. After per-
forming ‘Umrah’ (mini pil-
grimage) in Mecca, the pil-
grims left for Medina on Sun-
day night. When the bus was
about 25 km away from Me-
dina, it caught fire after col-
liding with an oil tanker, ac-
cording to officials.

Saudi Civil Defence and
police rushed to the site soon
after the accident. Indian offi-
cials and Umrah agency rep-
resentatives too reached the
spot to assist in recovery and
coordinate information for
families back home, as per
official sources.

A pilgrimage that

turned into a nightmare
The group of 54 pilgrims had
travelled from Hyderabad to
Jeddah on November 9 to per-
form Umrah. After spending a
week in Mecca, 46 of them
boarded a bus to Medina,
scheduled to stay there till
November 22. Just 25 km be-
fore reaching Medina, their
vehicle collided with an oil
tanker, resulting in a massive
fire and catastrophic loss of
life.

Of the 54, four people trav-
elled separately by car to Ma-
dina on Sunday, while another
four stayed back in Mecca.
All of them were supposed to
return to Hyderabad on No-
vember 23.

Telangana announces
Rs 5 lakh compensation
The Telangana government
has announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 5 lakh each to the
kin of Umrah pilgrims from
the state who died in Saudi.

The decision was taken at a
state cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Monday.

It was also decided to send
a government delegation,
headed by Minister for Mi-
norities Welfare Mohammed
Azharuddin, to Saudi Arabia.
The delegation will also in-
clude an MLA of All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) and a senior official
of the minorities welfare de-
partment.

Last rites in Saudi

The meeting has also decided
to perform the last rites of the
deceased as per their religious
traditions in Saudi, and to
send at least two kin of each
deceased to Saudi.

¢16 from Bazarghat

of Hyderabad’

Telangana IT Minister D Sri-
dhar Babu told reporters that
of the victims, at least 16 are
from Bazarghat area in Mal-
lepalli of Hyderabad. Most of
the pilgrims were from Asif
Nagar, Jhirra, Mehdipatnam
and Toli Chowki areas of Hy-
derabad.

The Embassy in Riyadh
and the Consulate in Jeddah
are coordinating with the
Saudi Haj and Umrah
Ministry, local authorities,
and the relevant Umrah
operators.

Tragedy at aglance

94 | 46

Total Passengers
pilgrims on the
from ill-fated
Hyderabad bus

45 | 1

Casualties Survivor

Families worst affected:

Musheerabad,
Karwan,Nampally

Cause: Collision
with diesel tanker,
triggering massive fire

Location:
25 km before Medina
Purpose of travel:
Umrah pilgrimage l'

Lone survivor
battles for life

A 24-year-old resident of
Asifnagar in Hyderabad
has reportdely emerged

as the sole survivor of the
tragic bus accident near

Madinah that claimed the
lives of 42 Umrah pilgrims
early Monday. According
to souces, Mohammed
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family loses18
of 3 generations, including 9 children

A Hyderabad-based family lost 18 members, including
nine children, in a horrific bus accident that claimed
the lives of 45 Indian Haj pilgrims near Medina in Saudi
Arabia. According to reports, the family, spread across
three generations, had travelled for Umrah and was
scheduled to return home on Saturday. According to
their relative, they had completed the pilgrimage and
were on their way back to Medina when tragedy
struck late at night.

members

Abdul Shoeb remains
in critical care at a
hospital in Madinah.
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Families back home grief-stricken

Back home, several families in Hyderabad are strug-
gling to come to terms with the devastating news. One
family from Ramnagar, Musheerabad, tragically lost 18
members in the accident. Another family lost five rela-
tives. Emotional scenes unfolded as relatives gathered,
desperate for official confirmation. Telangana Minister
Mohammad Azharuddin personally met with the griev-
ing families, assuring them that the government would
extend full support.

Deeply saddened by the
accident in Medinah involving
Indian nationals. My thoughts
are with the families who have
lost their loved ones. | pray for
the swift recovery of all those
injured. Our Embassy in Riyadh

and Consulate in Jeddah are
providing all possible
assistance. Our officials are
also in close contact with
Saudi Arabian authorities.

—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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‘Entire family wiped out’
Mohammed Asif said 18
members of his extended
family had been killed.

“My sister-in-law, brother-
in-law, their son, three
daughters and their
children went for Umrah.
They were supposed to
return on Saturday.

NIA arrests
2nd aide of Delhi
blast perpetrator

from Kashmir
NEW DELHI

In another significant
breakthrough in the Delhi
car bombing case, the Na-
tional Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) on Monday said
to have arrested another
key associate of the ter-
rorist involved in the blast
who had allegedly “pro-
vided technical support
for carrying out terror at-
tacks by modifying
drones and attempting to
make rockets” ahead of
the terror attack.

Jasir Bilal Wani alias
Danish, also a Kashmiri
resident, was arrested
from Srinagar in Jammu
and Kashmir by an NIA
team that was in the Val-
ley in the case.

In a statement, the
NIA said its investiga-
tions have revealed that
“Jasir had allegedly pro-
vided technical support
for carrying out terror
attacks by modifying
drones and attempting to
make rockets ahead of
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the deadly car bomb
blast which killed 15
persons and left over 30
persons injured.”

As per the NIA, Jasir, a
resident of Qazigund in
Anantnag district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, was an
active co-conspirator be-
hind the attack and had
worked closely with the
terrorist, Umar un Nabi,
to plan the terror carnage
that was executed them
at around 7 pm on No-
vember 10 near the
iconic Red Fort.
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Work Pressure:: Election
Official’s Sudden Death
Sparks Concern

Kasaragod
A booth-level officer
(BLO) involved in the
three-tier panchayat elec-
tion voter list revision was
found dead at his home in
Ettukudukka, near
Payyannur, on Sunday.
Aneesh George, 45, was
found hanging inside his
house, with his family cit-
ing work pressure as a
possible reason. The po-
lice are treating the case
as a suspected suicide,
with initial investigations
suggesting that George
was under severe stress
related to his election du-
ties. The chief election of-
ficer has submitted a re-
port on the incident to the
district collector. A team
led by Payyannur DySP K.
Vinod Kumar is investi-
gating the matter, as au-
thorities seek to under-
stand the circumstances
surrounding George’s un-
timely death.

Tragic Accident
Claims
12-year-old Boy

Belthangady
A12-year-old boy was
tragically killed and five
others injured when an
autorickshaw overturned
in Hokkila here on No-
vember 16. The victim,
Tanvith, was on his way to
Shree Kshetra Dharmast-
hala for the Laksha Dee-
potsava with his family
and friends when the ac-
cident occurred. The au-
torickshaw, driven by
Shashi of Navoor, lost
control, leading to the fa-
tal crash. Tanvith, son of
Ganesh, succumbed to
his injuries while being
taken to a private hospi-
tal. The five injured pas-
sengers were admitted to
a nearby hospital for
treatment. The
Belthangady traffic police
are investigating the inci-
dent. This is not the first
time an autorickshaw has
been involved in a serious
accidentin the area. In
April 2025, an autorick-
shaw overturned near
Ujire, leaving the driver se-
riously injured.

Roads in Shambles: UK District
Suffers from Poor Infrastructure

The Uttara Kannada district administration has blamed the heavy rains
for the poor state of the roads, but the locals are not buying it

KARWAR

The district of Uttara Kanna-
da is reeling under the weight
of its poor road infrastructure,
with residents and tourists
alike crying out for relief. The
roads, which are in a deplor-
able state, have become a ma-
jor concern for the people,
with many areas witnessing
frequent protests and demon-
strations.

The district headquarters,
Karwar, is no exception, with
the Karwar-Kaiga road being
one of the worst affected. De-
spite numerous complaints
and protests, the authorities
have failed to take concrete
action to repair the roads. The
rural areas are equally affect-
ed, with many roads being
reduced to dust bowls, mak-
ing it difficult for vehicles to
navigate.

The situation is no better in
other parts of the district, with
the Gokarna-Dandeli route, a
popular tourist destination,

being plagued by potholes
and uneven surfaces. The
roads in Shirsi, Haliyal, and
Yellapura are also in a similar
state, with many areas wit-
nessing heavy traffic conges-
tion and accidents.

The locals blame the au-
thorities for their apathy, stat-

ing that the roads have been
in a poor state for months,
with no signs of improve-
ment. "The roads are not just
a matter of inconvenience,
they are a matter of life and
death," says Nagraj Nayak, a
local hotel owner. "We have
had numerous accidents and

near-misses due to the poor
state of the roads."

The district administration
has blamed the heavy rains
for the poor state of the roads,
but the locals are not buying
it. "The rains may have dam-
aged the roads, but it's the
lack of maintenance and ne-
glect that has brought us to
this state," says Vishnu Nayar,
president of the Atal Adivasi
Sangh.

The situation is so dire that
tourists are now avoiding the
district, fearing damage to
their vehicles and safety risks.
The locals are urging the au-
thorities to take immediate
action to repair the roads and
provide relief to the people.

The Lokaayukta has taken
cognizance of the issue and
has directed the authorities to
take immediate action to ad-
dress the problem. However,
till then, the people of Uttara
Kannada will continue to suf-
fer the consequences of poor
infrastructure.

MLA Nayak Orders
Shutdown of Indira
Canteen Over Poor Service

KARWAR

In a surprise visit to the Indira
Canteen in the city, local
MLA Bheemanna Nayak was
left unimpressed with the
poor quality of food and ser-
vice. The canteen, which was
inaugurated three months ago,
is meant to provide subsidized
meals to the poor and nee-
dled.

Nayak, who visited the can-
teen on Sunday morning,
found that the food being
served was not up to the mark
and the canteen staff were not
following the prescribed
menu. He questioned the au-
thorities on why the canteen
was not serving idlis, to
which the staff replied that
they had not made idlis for
several days.

The MLA expressed his
discontent with the authori-
ties, stating that the canteen
was meant to benefit the poor
and that the current state of
affairs was unacceptable. He
questioned the municipal en-
gineer, Shivaraj, on who was
responsible for monitoring the
quality of food and the clean-

liness of the canteen.

Nayak warned the contrac-
tor, who is responsible for
running the canteen, to im-
prove the service or face ac-
tion. He also directed the au-
thorities to shut down the
canteen until further notice.

"The canteen will remain
closed until the issues are ad-
dressed and the service im-
proves," Nayak said, adding
that the authorities had been
lax in their duties.

The shutdown was carried
out, with a notice being put
up citing "technical reasons"
for the closure. The MLA's
visit has sparked hopes that
the canteen will be brought up
to standards and will serve the
purpose it was intended for -
providing nutritious food to
the needy.

The incident has also raised
questions about the function-
ing of the authorities and their
role in ensuring that govern-
ment schemes are implement-
ed effectively. The local resi-
dents are hoping that Nayak's
intervention will bring about
a positive change in the can-
teen's service.

Dalai Lama Visit: Tibetan
Camp Readies for Welcome

KARWAR

The Tibetan camp in Munda-
god is abuzz with prepara-
tions as the spiritual leader of
Tibetan Buddhists, Dalai
Lama, is set to arrive on De-
cember 12. The camp is gear-
ing up to host the revered
guest, who will be staying for
over a month.

The camp, which is being
transformed into a 'Mini Ti-
bet', is witnessing a flurry of
activities, including painting
of compound walls, renova-
tion of gardens, and construc-
tion of fountains. The local
authorities are leaving no
stone unturned to ensure a
grand welcome for the Dalai
Lama.

Buddhist followers from
Arunachal, Himachal, and La-
dakh have already started ar-
riving at the camp, and Tibet-
an families who had migrated
earlier are returning to be a
part of the celebrations.

The visit has also brought
cheer to the local laborers,
who are getting ample work
opportunities. "There is a
huge demand for painters,
carpenters, and construction
workers, and we are working
round the clock to complete
the work on time," said Man-
junath, a labor contractor.

The Buddhist temples are
being decorated, and welcome
arches are being set up across
the colony. However, official
announcements regarding
public events are yet to be
made, said Jampa Lobsang, a
Buddhist leader.

Iilegal Cow Sléﬁghter

Operation Busted in Bantwal

BANTWAL

In a significant crackdown on
illegal cattle slaughter, the
Bantwal Rural Police have
arrested a 57-year-old man,
Mayadi, for allegedly running
a cow slaughter operation
from his residential property
in Arala village. The police
conducted a raid on the prem-
ises on November 16, 2025,
following a tip-off about un-
lawful activities.

During the operation, law
enforcement officials found
three individuals involved in
slaughtering a cow and pro-
cessing its meat. While two
suspects managed to escape,
Mayadi was apprehended at

the scene. The police rescued
three cows and a calf, and
seized approximately 150 ki-
lograms of processed beef as
evidence.

A case has been registered
against Mayadi under various
sections of the Karnataka Pre-
vention and Preservation of
Cattle Act, 2020, and the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals
Act. The police have also
seized the property, citing un-
authorized use of domestic
electricity for the slaughter
operations. The Bantwal Po-
lice Department has vowed to
continue enforcing laws relat-
ed to animal welfare and ille-
gal slaughter activities in the
region.

Gambling Racket Busted in
Manipal: 8 Held, Cash Seized

UDUPI

In a major crackdown on ille-
gal gambling, police have ar-
rested eight individuals for
playing cards for money at a
house in Manoli Gujji Bettu.
The arrested individuals are
Naveen, Bhaskar, Krishna,
Jagadish, Santosh, Shankar
Poojary, Manjunath, and Shi-
vayya. The police operation
resulted in the seizure of Rs

1,02,060 in cash, seven mo-
bile phones, two motorcycles,
and one car. A case has been
registered at the Manipal po-
lice station, and further inves-
tigation is underway. The po-
lice action is part of ongoing
efforts to curb illegal activi-
ties in the region. The arrested
individuals are likely to face
charges under relevant laws
related to gambling and bet-
ting.

Wild Boar
Causes Chaos:
Car Overturns,
Driver Injured

SULLIA

A wild boar’s sudden dash
across the road led to a shock-
ing accident in Kanakkuru of
Kolchar on Sunday, leaving
the car driver injured. The in-
cident occurred when the boar
jumped onto the road, causing
the car driver to lose control
and overturn the vehicle. The
driver, traveling from Sully to
Kerala’s Bandadka, suffered
injuries in the accident. Emer-
gency services were alerted,
and the driver was rushed to a
nearby medical facility for
treatment. The car’s damage
is extensive, with the vehicle
lying mangled near the scene.
Local authorities are in-
volved, and an investigation

into the incident is underway.

‘Padubidri to Get International

UDUPI

A proposal to establish an in-
ternational cricket stadium
and an airport in Padubidri,
Udupi district, is moving
ahead, with the Karavali De-
velopment Board exploring
the project for development at
Nandikoor-Belapu near Padu-
bidri in Kaup taluk. The proj-
ect is expected to be a
game-changer for the region,
which lacks major infrastruc-
ture projects.

Board Chairman M A Ga-
foor announced that the gov-
ernment already holds land in
the proposed location, and the
stadium is likely to be devel-
oped through the Karnataka
State Cricket Association
(KSCA). A master plan will
be prepared for the project,
for which a consultant will be
appointed soon. Resource per-
sons will be invited to share
insights in seminars, and ex-
perts' opinions will be incor-

porated before the plan is fi-
nalised.

The proposal will be sub-
mitted to Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah during the upcom-
ing legislature session, and a
request for a special grant will
be placed. Gafoor added that
the board plans to seek a min-
imum of Rs 250 crore from
the state government for de-
velopment works across all 19
assembly constituencies in the
coastal region.

- T

Udupi DC Swaroopa TK
said that both the airport and
the international cricket stadi-
um are being considered, as
ample land is available. She
noted that Udupi district lacks
major infrastructure projects,
making these proposals signif-
icant. The new airport is envi-
sioned as a twin-airport model
functioning like a second ter-
minal, especially since the Ba-
jpe airport in DK district has
limited expansion scope.

Board Chairman M A
Gafoor announced
that the government
already holds land in
the proposed
location, and the
stadium is likely to be
developed through
the Karnataka State
Cricket Association
(KSCA)

Cricket Stadium and Airport’

The stadium, planned over
50 acres with a 50,000-seat-
ing capacity, is expected to be
part of a larger sports com-
plex. KSCA's inspection will
give further clarity. The pro-
posals are expected to boost
tourism and economic devel-
opment in the region, and the
board is optimistic about re-
ceiving funding support from
the state and central govern-
ments, as well as CSR contri-
butions.

Ganja Racket and Hooliganism Leave
Residents Living in Fear in Shivamogga

SHIVAMOGGA

Residents of Shivamogga city
are living in terror due to the
rampant activities of goons
and ganja peddlers in the area.
The situation has become so
dire that people are scared to
venture out at night, and even
during the day, they are being
harassed and robbed.

The latest incident took
place in RML Nagar, where a
resident, Harish, was attacked
and robbed of Rs 22,000. The
assailants also threatened to
kill him if he reported the in-
cident to the police. The po-
lice have been accused of in-
action, with the local MLA,
S.N. Channabasappa, leading
a delegation to the Dodda
Pete police station to lodge a
complaint.

According to locals, the
goons are operating with im-
punity, stopping vehicles,
abusing and threatening peo-
ple, and robbing them of their
valuables. They also visit lo-
cal shops, take goods without
paying, and threaten the own-
ers if they dare to complain.
The situation has become so

bad that people are selling
their homes and leaving the
area.

The MLA has blamed the
police for their inaction, say-
ing that he has made numer-
ous representations to the
Home Minister, but to no
avail. He has demanded that
senior police officers visit the
area and take action against
the goons. The police, howev-
er, claim that they can only
take action if the public
comes forward to complain.

The incident has sparked
widespread outrage, with lo-
cal leaders and residents de-
manding immediate action
against the perpetrators. The
police have assured that they
will take strict action if the
victims come forward to com-
plain.

Prime Minister Modi's Udupi
Visit Still Awaiting Confirmation

UDUPI

Prajitha Biju Awarded PhD for
Pioneering Skin Fungal Infection Study

MANGALURU

The district administration is waiting for official word on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's proposed visit to Udupi on November
28. According to Udupi DC Swaroopa T K, the administration
received an initial request for the visit, which is part of the
background verification process. The details have been sent to
concerned departments, and they're now awaiting confirmation.

The PM's visit is expected to coincide with the Geethothsava,
a month-long spiritual event organized by Sri Sugunendra Th-
eertha Swamiji of Paryaya Sri Puthige Mutt. The event aims to
highlight the contemporary relevance of the Bhagavad Gita and
spread global peace. If confirmed, the PM is set to participate
in the 'Laksha Kanta Geetha' programme, recite concluding
shlokas of the Gita, and unveil the gold-coated Theertha Man-
tapa and Kanakana Kindi at Sri Krishna Mutt .

The mutt has planned several events, including Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's expected participation in the
Santha Sangama—Bhajanothsava on November 30.

Prajitha Biju, Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department of
Pharmaceutics at Yenepoya
Pharmacy College & Re-
search Centre, Mangaluru,
has been conferred with the
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
in Pharmacy by Yenepoya
Deemed to be University. The
degree was awarded during
the university's 15th convoca-
tion ceremony held on No-
vember 15, 2025.

Biju's research focused on
developing innovative treat-
ment modalities for dermal
fungal infections, exploring

novel approaches to combat
these prevalent conditions.
Her thesis, "Carbamide and
Luliconazole Niosomal gel
as a treatment modality for
Dermal Fungal Infections,"
showcased her dedication to
advancing pharmaceutical
science.

Under the guidance of Dr.
Mohammed Gulzar Ahmed
and Dr. Manjunath Shenoy,
Biju's research has contributed
significantly to the field, re-
sulting in numerous publica-
tions and patents. Her passion
for research and teaching has
made her a respected figure in
the academic community.

i
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Man Held for
Attempted Sexual
Assault & Caste-
Based Abuse

KADABA

A local man, Umesh Gowda,
has been arrested and remand-
ed to judicial custody for al-
legedly attempting to sexually
assault a woman and directing
caste-based slurs at her.

The incident occurred on
November 13, 2025, when the
victim, a Scheduled Tribe
member, was sleeping in a
shed near her home. Gowda
allegedly approached her and
attempted to harass her sexu-
ally. The woman's family in-
tervened, and Gowda assault-
ed them before fleeing.

The Kadaba Police regis-
tered a case against Gowda
under various sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS)-2023 and the Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act, 1989. He was arrest-
ed on November 16, 2025,
and is currently in judicial
custody.

The police investigation is
ongoing, with authorities
committed to ensuring justice
for the victim.
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Jayshree Ullal Tops
India’s Richest Women
Entrepreneurs’ List

Mangaluru
Jayshree Ullal, a Mangalu-
ru-born tech leader, has
secured the top spot
among India’s richest
women entrepreneurs,
with an impressive wealth
of Rs 50,170 crore, accord-
ing to the Hurun Research
India Rich List 2025. As the
president and CEQ of Aris-
ta Networks, a US-based
computer networking gi-
ant, Ullal has led the com-
pany to remarkable suc-
cess since 2008. Under her
leadership, Arista Networks
achieved a revenue of USD
7 billion last year, marking a
20% growth over the pre-
vious year. This achieve-
ment is a testament to her
exceptional leadership and
vision in the tech industry.
Ullal's success has earned
her a place among the
country’s top 10 richest
self-made women, inspir-
ing aspiring entrepreneurs
and business leaders.

Roy Castelino
Elected Rachana
President at AGM

Mangaluru
Roy Castelino has been
elected as the new Presi-
dent of Rachana, Catholic
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry, at the Annual
General Meeting held at
Bendur Church hall. Cas-
telino, a respected figure in
the region’s business land-
scape, brings a wealth of
experience and leadership
to his new role. The AGM
also elected Leslie Rego
as Vice President, Alron
Rodrigues as Secretary,
James J. Madtha as Joint
Secretary, and Naveen
Lobo as Treasurer. The
newly elected team is ex-
pected to build upon Ra-
chana’s strengths and ex-
plore new avenues for
growth and innovation, fo-
cusing on expanding
membership, enhancing
mentorship opportunities,
and promoting ethical
business practices.

Central Market Redevelopment
Project Nears Completion

The new Central Market is being built on 3.61 acres at a cost of 2114.03 crore
and boasts a six-storey structure with a total area of five lakh sq. ft.

MANGALURU

The much-anticipated rede-
velopment of the Central
Market and fish market near
Hampankatte in Mangaluru
is all set to become a reality,
with the project entering its
final stage under the Smart
City initiative. The pub-
lic-private partnership-driven
project is expected to be
opened to the public and
traders by January, bringing
a modern shopping experi-
ence to the city.

The construction, which be-
gan around two-and-a-half
years ago, had faced several
delays, including the Covid
lockdown and contractor is-
sues. However, officials are
now confident that the project
will be completed within the
next three months. The new
Central Market is being built
on 3.61 acres at a cost of Rs
114.03 crore and boasts a

six-storey structure with a to-
tal area of five lakh sq. ft.

The market's design in-
cludes two basement floors

for vehicle parking, 1.50 lakh
sq. ft of space to be handed
over to the city corporation,
and 3.50 lakh sq. ft dedicated
to commercial and trading ac-
tivities. While 80-85% of the
infrastructure work is already
complete, the pending tasks
include installation of shutters
for stalls, final internal and
external technical works,
painting, and finishing touch-
es, as well as road levelling
and drainage improvements
around the market.

The old Central Market,
which had stood for 64 years,
was demolished due to struc-
tural weakness and the grow-
ing need for modern infra-
structure to cater to the city's
increasing population and
commercial activity. The new
market is expected to not
only provide a safer and
more hygienic shopping en-
vironment but also boost the
local economy.

Coast Guard Commander
(West) Inspects K’taka Units,
Emphasizes Readiness

MANGALURU

Inspector General Bhisham
Sharma, PTM, TM, Com-
mander (West), conducted a
comprehensive review of
the operational and admin-
istrative preparedness of
Indian Coast Guard units in
Karnataka from November
12 to 17, 2025. The review
aimed to assess the units'
readiness to tackle maritime
security challenges and en-
sure coastal security in the
region.

During his visit, IG Shar-
ma boarded key Coast
Guard ships, including
Samarth, Saksham, Sachet,
Sujeet, and Vikram, to eval-
uate their mission readiness.

He assessed response sys-
tems for maritime threats,
safety standards, operation-
al efficiency, and crew per-
formance during onboard
drills and evolutions.

The Commander also vis-
ited shore establishments to
review infrastructure sup-

port, administrative func-
tioning, and preparedness
levels necessary for coastal
security operations.

IG Sharma interacted
with officers and personnel,
commending them for their
operational conduct and
professionalism while serv-
ing along the Karnataka
coast. He stressed the im-
portance of maintaining
strong readiness across all
units to meet maritime secu-
rity responsibilities.

The Coast Guard units in
Karnataka play a vital role
in surveillance, search and
rescue, and coastal security
in the region.

The inspection highlights
the Indian Coast Guard's
commitment to ensuring the
safety and security of In-
dia's coastline.

With its robust presence
and preparedness, the Coast
Guard is well-equipped to
tackle emerging maritime
challenges and protect the
nation's interests.

Vidya Jeevan Amruth Trust and Seon Home
Inaugurated with Devotion and Gratitude

MANGALURU

The inauguration of Vidya Je-
evan Amruth Trust and the
house-warming ceremony of
Seon Home was a momentous
occasion, marked by devo-
tion, community spirit, and
gratitude. The event, held at
Rohan Estate, Paldane,
brought together community
leaders, parish representa-
tives, relatives, and
well-wishers to bless the new
home and celebrate the
launch of the trust.

The day began with a
thanksgiving Eucharistic
Mass at St Theresa of Kolk-
ata Church, Paldane, led by
the parish priest and the sis-
ters of the parish. In his hom-

ily, the priest emphasized the
importance of "faith-filled
homes that become centres of
love, compassion and service
to society."

The gathering then moved
to Seon Home, where a sol-
emn blessing ceremony was
conducted, invoking God's
grace on the family and the
residence. A key highlight of
the programme was the felic-
itation of workers and con-
tractors who contributed to
the construction of Seon
Home, a gesture that reflect-
ed the family's gratitude and
respect for their contribu-
tions.

The event was filled with
cultural performances, in-
cluding a graceful dance and

melodious songs by children,
and the felicitation of family
elders and guests. Denis
Mascarenhas, owner of Seon
Home and founder of Vidya
Jeevan Amruth Trust, ex-
pressed his heartfelt gratitude
to all those who contributed
to the construction of the
home and the launch of the
trust.

"This home is not just built
of cement and bricks; it is
built with the prayers, bless-
ings and hard work of so
many people," he said. "My
dream was not only to build
a home for my family but
also to create a space that
will serve the community
through Vidya Jeevan Amruth
Trust."

Landless Families Protest
at Kuppepadavu GP

MANGALURU

A group of 80 landless fami-
lies, who were allotted plots
in Ambelottu, Kilenjaru vil-
lage in 2017, staged a protest
at the Kuppepadavu Gram
Panchayat office on Monday,
demanding the authorities to
hand over the possession of
the land.

The families, led by the
Niveshanarahita Horata Sami-
ti, have been fighting for their

rights for years, alleging that
despite having title deeds,
they have not been given the
land. The protest is the latest
development in the
long-standing issue, which
saw the families staging an
indefinite sit-in protest at the
panchayat office for 11 days
in May this year. The district
panchayat officials and the
Tahsildar had visited the spot
and assured them of resolving
the issue, but to no avail.

Speaker Promises
Action on Cashew
Cultivation Expansion

MANGALURU

Speaker of the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly, U.T.
Khader, has assured that a
meeting will be convened
soon to discuss the expansion
of cashew cultivation in Kar-
nataka. He was speaking at
the concluding ceremony of
the three-day 'Godambi Sha-
thamanotsava Shringa' event,
organized by the Karnataka
Cashew Producers' Associa-
tion to mark the 100th anni-
versary of the cashew pro-
cessing industry in South
Kannada district.

Khader responded to MLA
Vedavyas Kamath's request to
advise the government to take
steps to revive cashew culti-
vation, saying that a meeting
of officials from the forestry,
revenue, and agriculture de-
partments would be held to
discuss the matter. "We will
instruct them to submit a re-
port on how cashew cultiva-
tion can be promoted, and we
will try to announce a plan in
the next budget," he said.

The event was attended by

Khader responded to
MLA Vedavyas Kamath’s
request to advise the
government to take
steps to revive cashew
cultivation, saying that a
meeting of officials from
the forestry, revenue,
and agriculture
departments would be
held to discuss the
matter

MLASs Manjunath Bhandari,
Gurume Suresh Shetty, Yash-
pal Suvarna, Ivan D'Souza,
Kishore Kumar, S.S. Anil Ku-
mar, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sri Kshetra Dhar-
masthala Gramabivrudhi Yo-
jana, and S.A. Rao, President
of the Karnataka Cashew Pro-
ducers' Association. The
speaker's assurance has raised
hopes among cashew farmers
and industry stakeholders,
who have been seeking gov-
ernment support to boost ca-
shew cultivation and process-
ing in the state.

Driver Flees with
Stolen Petrol,
Owner Left High
and Dry

MANGALURU

A brazen petrol theft has left
the owner of Adinatheshwara
Roadlines fuming as the ac-
cused driver, identified as
Likhith K, made off with 40
litres of precious fuel. The in-
cident occurred on November
13, when the tanker was en
route to the Seethangoli depot
in Kasaragod.

According to Sujith Alva,
the proprietor of Adinathesh-
wara Roadlines, the tanker
had been dispatched from
MRPL with a consignment of
petrol. However, when it
failed to reach its destination
the next day, Alva sprang into
action, launching a search for
the missing vehicle. His ef-
forts paid off when he located
the tanker parked at the Kana
parking yard.

Upon inspection, Alva was
shocked to find Likhith si-
phoning petrol from the tank-
er using a plastic pipe and
collecting it in cans placed
beneath the lorry. As he ap-
proached the scene, the ac-
cused driver made a swift
exit, abandoning the stolen
goods and fleeing with an un-
identified accomplice. The
stolen petrol, estimated to be
around 40 litres, was stored in
two 20-litre plastic cans.

Three Arrested for Illegal Cow
Transport from Hosmaru-Nellikaru

MOODABIDRI

In a significant crackdown on

illegal cattle transportation,
police have arrested three in-
dividuals for allegedly trans-
porting cows in contravention
of the law. The accused, iden-
tified as Mansoor Adyapady,
Mohammad Ashwad, and Ab-
dul Mohammad Nisham, were
intercepted near Hosma-
ru-Nellikaru in Moodbidri
taluk on October 15.

The police had received
credible information about the
illegal transportation and act-
ed swiftly to apprehend the
suspects. The accused were
found to be carrying three cat-

tle in a Tata Ace container
vehicle. A case has been reg-
istered against them under
various sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals
Act, and Karnataka Preven-
tion of Slaughter and Preser-
vation of Cattle Ordinance.
Interestingly, Mansoor
Adyapady, the first accused,
has 29 previous cases regis-
tered against him, making this
his 30th offence. Mohammad
Ashwad has one earlier case,
while Abdul Mohammad
Nisham is facing charges for
the first time. The police have
invoked provisions related to
organised crime in this case.

Kani Kani Kantha Grand Finale: A
Triumph of Konkam Storytelhng

MANGALURU

The Konkani storytelling
competition, Kani Kani Kan-
tha 2025, concluded on a high
note with its grand finale held
at the Infant Jesus Shrine
Hall, Mangaluru. The event,
which drew a large audience
of participants, parents, and
literature enthusiasts, show-
cased the rich talent pool of
Konkani storytellers from
Mangaluru, Udupi, Kundapur,
and Puttur.

The finalists w captivated
the audience with their ex-
pressive and imaginative sto-
rytelling, highlighting the
beauty of the Konkani lan-
guage. The event was a testa-
ment to the enduring power of
storytelling in preserving cul-
tural heritage and promoting
linguistic diversity.

The prize distribution cere-
mony, presided over by Fr

Rupesh Madtha, was graced

by noted poet and film direc-
tor Stany Bela as the chief
guest. In his address, Stany
Bela urged the youth to keep
Konkani alive through cre-
ative expression, literature,
and community engagement.

The event was marked by
the presence of several digni-
taries, including Fr Melvin
D'Cunha, Praveen Tauro, and
writer Flavia Albuquerque.
The judges, Asuntha Priya
Danthy, Edward Sequeira,

Sapna Crasta, and Molly Mi-
randa, were felicitated for
their contribution to the com-
petition.

The programme was ex-
pertly compered by Elson
Hirgan, and Premitha D'Souza
and members of the Secular
Carmel played a key role in
organising the event. The an-
nouncement of the winners in
all categories brought the cur-
tains down on a memorable
celebration of Konkani story-
telling.

Natekala Civic Protection Forum Elects
New Office Bearers in Mangaluru

MANGALURU

The Natekala Civic Protection
Forum held its annual general
meeting and awareness pro-
gram on substance abuse at
Kunil School Campus. Sub-In-

spector Nagaraj of Konaje Po-
lice Station spoke on the ill
effects of substance abuse. The
forum elected new office bear-
ers, with Moushir Ahmad Sa-
mani as President, Kunji Monu
Natekala and Igbal Hubballi as

Vice Presidents, Hanif P.S. as
General Secretary, Siddiq
Maulavi as Joint Secretary, and
Hanif Shain as Treasurer. The
newly elected team aims to
continue working for the wel-
fare of the community.

Coastal Deypt Authorlty Gets a Boost with New Board

MANGALURU

The Karnataka government
has established the Coastal
Development Board, upgrad-
ing the existing Coastal De-
velopment Authority, with the
aim of accelerating develop-
ment in the coastal regions of
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
and Uttara Kannada districts.
The board, chaired by M.A.
Gafur, is expected to play a
crucial role in shaping the fu-
ture of the region.

The board’s primary objec-
tives include promoting live-
stock, fisheries, inland water
transport, and tourism, as well

as developing and conserving
water resources, soil conser-
vation, forestry, horticulture,
and agriculture. The board
will also focus on implement-
ing government programs and
schemes.

The board comprises mem-
bers from various fields, in-
cluding parliamentarians, leg-
islators, district panchayat
presidents, and experts nomi-
nated by the government. It
will have a separate fund,

which will receive grants
from the central and state
governments, as well as dona-
tions from individuals and
organizations.

The board’s first meeting is
scheduled to be held in Udupi
on November 17, 2025, where
it will discuss its future plans
and strategies. The establish-
ment of the board is seen as a
significant step towards real-
izing the Congress party’s
election promise to develop
the coastal region.

However, the board’s func-
tioning is expected to be chal-
lenging, as the government is
yet to finalize the rules and

regulations, and allocate a
separate budget. The board is
currently operating with the
existing staff and funds allo-
cated to the Coastal Develop-
ment Authority.

M.A. Gafur, Chairman of
the Coastal Development
Board, expressed optimism
about the board’s prospects,
saying, “The board will work
towards creating a compre-
hensive development plan for
the coastal region, focusing
on education, employment,
tourism, and water resources.
We expect support from the
government and the people to
achieve our goals.”
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City road-sweeper
rental sparks public
outrage

Bengaluru
The Karnataka govern-
ment’s plan to rent 46
road-sweeping ma-
chines for 2613 crore in
Bengaluru has triggered
strong criticism. Resi-
dents and opposition
leaders said buying sim-
ilar machines would
cost only about ¥37-38
crore, with total expens-
es including staff likely
under 2100 crore. Union
Minister Shobha
Karandlaje called the
deal “inflated” and
urged full transparency.
Many social media users
mocked the proposal,
sharing satirical images
questioning the high
cost. Citizens wondered
whether the govern-
ment was genuinely
cleaning streets or
wasting money. The
controversy continues
as taxpayers demand
clarity, while the state
government has not yet
offered a detailed ex-
planation regarding the
expensive rental plan.

KARNATAKASETTO
' LAUNCH AFFORDABLE
Al COMPUTER ‘KEOQ’

As India’s digital economy continues to grow, there is need for
affordable devices that can reach more families and students’

BENGALURU

Karnataka will launch an af-
fordable artificial intelligence
(AI) computer named ‘KEO’
at the Bangalore Tech Summit
on Tuesday, said IT and BT
Minister Priyank Kharge.

Addressing the media, he
said the three-day Bangalore
Tech Summit 2025 will begin
on November 18, and the
KEO computer will be one of
its major highlights.

Kharge explained that com-
puter access in India is still
very low, with fewer than
10% of households owning
one. In Karnataka, the number
is slightly higher at 15%. He
said nearly 60% of Indian stu-
dents still miss out on online
education because they do not
have a computer. As India’s
digital economy continues to
grow, he stressed the need for
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affordable devices that can
reach more families and stu-
dents.

To bridge this gap, the state
is introducing KEO, an
Al-powered, low-cost com-
puter. The price will be re-
vealed at the launch. Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah will
inaugurate the Tech Summit
at the Bengaluru International
Exhibition Centre. After the

launch, free booking for the
KEO computer will open on
the Keonext.in website, and
deliveries will be made within
two months of booking.

The KEO computer comes
with several useful features. It
is designed to be smart, eco-
nomical, and open-source.
Built on a RISC-V processor
and powered by a Li-
nux-based operating system,
it supports 4G, Wi-Fi, Ether-
net, USB-A, USB-C, HDMI,
and an audio jack. It includes
tools for learning, program-
ming, and productivity.

A key feature is the built-in
on-device Al core, which al-
lows users to run Al tools
even without internet access.
It also includes an Al agent
called Buddha, trained on the
Karnataka DSERT curriculum
to support students in areas
with poor connectivity.

Report dangerous dry trees: BCCC to public

BENGALURU

The Forest Department has
announced that it is actively
clearing dry and dangerous
trees and branches along
roads and government lands
within the limits of the Ben-
galuru Central City Corpora-
tion (BCCC).

Officials said this work is
being done to prevent acci-
dents, especially during
windy weather and unexpect-
ed rains. They requested the
public to help by reporting
any such trees or branches
they come across.

People can share informa-
tion by calling the helpline
numbers 1533 or
9480685702. They can also

contact Forest Department of-
ficers directly and send pho-
tographs and location details
through WhatsApp. The de-
partment said that quick re-
porting from citizens will help
them remove risky trees fast-
er, keeping neighbourhoods
safe.

To make the process easier,
the Forest Department has
shared the contact numbers of
officials based on assembly
constituencies. In Zone 1,
which includes Shantinagar
and C.V. Raman Nagar, peo-
ple can call Vinay, Sub-Zonal
Forest Officer, at
7760933913. In Zone 2, cov-
ering Chamarajpet, Chikka-
pet, and Shivajinagar, the
public can contact Shivanna

T.C., Sub-Zonal Forest Offi-
cer, at 9164597895. For the
Gandhinagar constituency,
Narendra Babu N.R., Zonal
Forest Officer (In-charge),
can be reached at
9480685399.

The Assistant Conservator
of Forests of Bangalore Cen-
tral City Corporation said that
officers for every zone are
ready to respond quickly. He
added that the cooperation of
residents is important because
they are the first to notice dry
or leaning trees near their
homes, offices, and streets.

Appeal by BSMC

The Bengaluru South Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BSMC)
has issued a public notice urg-
ing residents to report any dry

or dangerous trees and
branches found within its lim-
1ts.

Authorities have requested
citizens to call the helpline
1533 or 9480685704 if they
notice any dry, weak, or lean-
ing trees that could pose a
risk. For issues in Jayanagar,
Bengaluru South, and Pad-
manabhanagar assembly con-
stituencies, residents can con-
tact Harish H.R., Sub-Zonal
Officer, at 9743433665. For
Bommanahalli and BTM Lay-
out constituencies, the public
can reach out to Manjunath
K.T., Zonal Forest Officer, at
9900245014. Both officers
will coordinate with field
teams to inspect and remove
dangerous trees as needed.

Bengaluru Residents brace for six-hr outage

BENGALURU

Residents of Bengaluru will
face a scheduled six-hour
power cut today, November
18, as the Bangalore Electrici-
ty Supply Company (BES-
COM) carries out essential
maintenance work at the 66/11
kV Sobha City substation. The
outage, planned from 11:00
AM to 5:00 PM, is aimed at
enhancing the safety and reli-
ability of electricity supply
across the city.

The power disruption will
affect a wide range of locali-
ties. Key areas include Sobha
City, Chokkanahalli, RK Heg-

de Nagar, Ex-Servicemen Lay-
out, Police Quarters, Shabari
Nagar, New Shanti Nagar,
Kempegowda Layout, Nagen-
ahalli Village, and Regency
Park. Other affected locations
are Esther Harmonic Layout,
Balaji Layout, Nagenahalli
Gym, Slum Bird Area, Bench
Royal Wood, Arkavathi Lay-
out, Bellahalli Village, Thiru-
menahalli Village, Mittagana-
halli, and Kogilu Village. Ex-
tended parts of RK Hegde
Nagar, Arkavathi Layout in
Thanisandra, and nearby vil-
lages will also experience in-
terruptions during the sched-
uled hours.

BESCOM has urged resi-
dents to plan ahead and take
necessary precautions. Essen-
tial electronic devices should
be fully charged, and sufficient
water should be stored in ad-
vance. The utility company
stressed that this planned out-
age is a preventive measure to
maintain and upgrade the
city’s power infrastructure,
which is crucial to avoid unex-
pected electrical failures in the
future.

While the temporary disrup-
tion may cause some inconve-
nience, BESCOM assures that
it will result in improved sta-
bility and reliability of elec-

tricity supply across the affect-
ed areas. Routine maintenance
like this reflects the company’s
commitment to meeting the
growing demands of Bengalu-
ru’s population and ensuring a
safer, uninterrupted power ex-
perience for all residents.

Residents are advised to stay
informed about updates from
BESCOM and follow safety
measures during the outage.
Once the repairs are complet-
ed, smoother power flow and
reduced chances of outages are
expected, benefiting house-
holds, businesses, and essen-
tial services throughout the
city.

Bengaluru Metro
reunites commuter
with lost bag

BENGALURU

Bengaluru Metro officials
successfully reunited a com-
muter with his lost bag after a
mix-up at Indiranagar Station.
The incident occurred around
8:46 am when a passenger
mistakenly picked up another
traveller’s black bag due to its
identical appearance. The bag
contained court papers, Aad-
haar cards, and cash. Metro

security reviewed CCTV foot-
age, tracked the passenger’s
movement, and circulated his
image across stations. The
next day, the individual was
identified at another station
and returned the bag. Author-
ities confirmed that the be-
longings were intact, and both
passengers acknowledged the
confusion was unintentional.
The issue was resolved
smoothly.

Kalajatha mobile drive
spreads awareness on schemes

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government launched the “Kalajatha Exhibition
Mobile Vehicle” to raise public awareness about five key guar-
antee schemes: Annabhagya, Grihalakshmi, Grihaljyothi, Shak-
ti, and Yuvanidhi Yojana. The mobile unit, equipped with LED
screens, showcases short films, street plays, and music perfor-
mances to educate citizens. The launch was flagged off by R.
Byre Gowda, President of Doddajala Gram Panchayat, at the
Government Higher Primary School in Doddajala village. As-
sistant Director Soumya N., local officials, Dharani Cultural
Arts Club performers, and residents attended the event.

MEET OF TITANS

Chief Minister Slddaramalah with AICC president Malllkanun Kharge at his Delhl residence
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HC quashes Mahesh Shetty
Timarodi deportation order

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has quashed the
deportation order against Mahesh Shetty Ti-
marodi, linked to the Belthangady student
murder case, which had barred him from
Dakshina Kannada district for one year.

A bench led by Justice Suraj Govinda Raju
heard Timarodi’s petition challenging the
order issued on September 18 by Puttur As-
sistant Commissioner Stella Varghese, which
had directed his relocation to Manvi taluk in
Raichur district. The High Court ruled the
deportation order unlawful and directed the
Assistant Commissioner to conduct a fresh
inquiry within 15 days, issuing a new order
with proper reasoning and reference to rele-
vant legal provisions.

Timarodi’s lawyer argued that the original
order was “illegal and unilateral,” issued
abruptly without providing an opportunity to
be heard. In contrast, the government’s coun-
sel contended that Timarodi’s activism in the
Belthangady student case and multiple reg-
istered cases justified the deportation and
that due legal process had been followed.

The case background indicates that over 32
cases were filed against Timarodi across vari-
ous police stations, with authorities alleging he
had caused societal unrest and caste-related
tensions in Dakshina Kannada. Following
these complaints, the Puttur Assistant Com-
missioner had ordered his deportation.

The High Court’s decision emphasizes
adherence to the principles of natural justice
and procedural fairness, requiring a fresh
inquiry and reasoned order before any fur-
ther action.

HC seeks responseon
delayed local elections

The Karnataka High Court has issued a
notice to the state government after a
petition was filed seeking timely elections
for 187 urban local bodies across the state.
These include 47 municipal corporations,
91 municipalities, and 49 town panchayats
whose terms will end between November
and December this year. The petition, filed
by the State Election Commmission, request-
ed the court to direct the government to
release the final reservation notification
for the posts of president, vice-president,
and ward-wise categories so that elections
can be held without delay. A division bench
consisting of Chief Justice Vibhu Bakhru and
Justice C.M. Poonacha heard the case. The
bench issued notices to the Chief Secretary
and the Additional Chief Secretary of the
Urban Development Department, asking
them to file objections. The hearing was
then adjourned. During the session, the Elec-
tion Commission’s counsel pointed out that
the terms of several urban local bodies were
ending soon. He argued that elections must
be held within the constitutional timeframe.
The government’s counsel informed the
court that a separate petition concerning
Gram Panchayat elections is scheduled for
hearing on December 11. He said the State
Election Commission had requested the
government to issue reservation notifica-
tions for 5,950 Gram Panchayats, whose
terms will expire in January next year. The
petition also highlighted past delays. The
Election Commission had written to the
government twice—on January 27 and
June 26—seeking the final notification but
received no reply. It argued that failing to
conduct elections on time violates Article
243 of the Constitution, which mandates
timely polls for local bodies.

City plans purifiers to reduce toxic air

BENGALURU

Bengaluru is facing rising air
pollution, with many parts of
the city now showing moder-
ate to poor air quality. To re-
duce the growing dust and
harmful particles in busy ar-
eas, the Karnataka State Pol-
lution Control Board has de-
cided to place air purifiers at
key junctions. Officials say
these machines can help clean
the air by removing dust and
improving the overall quality
in crowded roads.

KSPCB chairman PM Nar-
endraswamy said earlier trials
of air purifiers showed good
results. He explained that
Bengaluru once had clean air
and several road junctions
featured water fountains.
These fountains worked like
natural diffusers because the
moisture in the air helped ab-

WHEN TRADITION MEETS FLAVOUR

sorb dust. Over the years,
many of these fountains were
removed, and the city became
more dust-heavy, leading to
the situation people see today.

The board has now asked
the Central Pollution Control
Board for permission to in-
stall purifiers at the city’s bus-
iest points. This request
comes as the fine particulate

matter known as PM2.5 has
increased. These particles can
enter the lungs and may cause
breathing problems and other
health issues.

On Monday, Bengaluru re-
corded an AQI of 112, which
falls under the moderate cate-
gory. One station showed
poor air quality, reaching 215.
Other locations such as Heb-
bal, Jayanagar, Jigani, and
Silk Board also recorded
moderate levels. Only four
out of twelve stations listed
on the Sameer app showed
satisfactory air.

Some residents have com-
pared the current situation
with Delhi and believe illegal
garbage burning is adding to
the pollution. Many citizens
are now calling for stronger
steps to stop such activities
and improve air quality across
the city.

‘Kadlekai Parishe’ ojf to a ﬂavoutful start at Basavanagudi

BENGALURU

The annual Basavanagudi
Kadlekai Parishe (Peanut Fes-
tival) has begun, with Muzrai
Minister Ramalinga Reddy of-
ficially launching the five-day
celebration at the iconic Dodda
Basavanna Temple. The festi-
val will continue until Friday,
November 21.

The launch ceremony saw
the minister feeding peanuts to
Dodda Basavanna and offering
peanut plants to five bulls in
the temple premises. Speaking
to the media, Reddy highlight-
ed the festival’s rich history,

which dates back 500 years to
the Kempegowda era. He also
stressed environmental respon-
sibility, urging shopkeepers to
avoid using plastic during the
fair.

This year, duty-free shops
have been allowed to operate,
and roads around the temple
have been lit and decorated
with vibrant floral arrange-
ments. “Last year, the festival
attracted 45 lakh visitors. This
year, we expect an additional
two lakh people,” the minister
said. He added that the event
aims to encourage people to
visit not just the fair but also

the surrounding temples.

Basavanagudi MLA Ravi
Subrahmanya, Bangalore South
MP Tejaswi Surya, MLA Uday
Garudachar, and several other
dignitaries attended the open-
ing ceremony. The event is
supported by the GBA, with
significant contributions from
the Muzrai department, ensur-
ing a well-organized and lively
festival for devotees and visi-
tors alike. The Basavanagudi
Peanut Festival continues to be
one of Bengaluru’s most antic-
ipated cultural events, combin-
ing tradition, local flavor, and
community spirit.
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Preparatory meeting
held for ‘Byari
Academy Chamman’

Puttur
The Karnataka Byari Sah-
itya Academy recently
held a preparatory meet-
ing at the Attraction
Builders office in Boluwar
for the upcoming ‘Byari
Academy Chamman’
(Honor Award) and Stu-
dent Sangam programs
scheduled for December
7 at Puttur Purabhavana.
The programs will feature
competitions for women,
men, and children, a tradi-
tional Byari food festival,
and cultural performanc-
es. A welcome committee
was also formed to en-
sure the event’s smooth
execution. Presided over
by K.P. Ahmad Haji, the
meeting saw Academy
President Umar U.H. out-
line the activities of the
Academy. Prominent at-
tendees included Abdul
Rahiman Haji Ariyadk, Dr.
Haiji S. Abubakar Arlapad,
Advocate K.M. Siddiq, Haji
Abdul Rahiman Azad, Haji
Ashraf Kalleg, V.K. Sharif
Bappalige, Umar Karavali,
and others.

Applications invited
for various devpt
schemes

Chitradurga
The Karnataka State
Women’s Development
Corporation has invited
online applications via the
SevaSindhu portal for
several schemes, includ-
ing Chetana, Dhanashree,
Minority Rehabilitation,
Devadasi Rehabilitation,
and Udyogini. Applicants
can also submit forms at
nearby Bapuji Seva Ken-
dra, Grama One, Banga-
lore One, and Karnataka
One centers. The last date
for submission is Decem-
ber 15, 2025. For the
Dhanashree and Minority
Rehabilitation schemes,
applications can be sub-
mitted online or offline.
Offline applicants must
submit necessary docu-
ments to the respective
Deputy Directors and De-
velopment Officers within
the stipulated period and
ensure their bank ac-
counts are seeded
with Aadhaar.

Sports teach discipline and
life lessons: HM Parameshwar

Home Minister Dr. G. Parameshwar inaugurated Tumakuru’s district police
sports meet, highlighting discipline, health, and life lessons through sports

TUMAKURU

Sports instill discipline, im-
prove health, and provide
valuable life lessons, Home
Minister Dr. G. Parameshwar
said while addressing the in-
auguration of the annual dis-
trict police sports meet orga-
nized by the District Police
Department at the D.A.R.
grounds in the city. The event
was inaugurated with a bal-
loon release and the release of
pigeons.

Dr. Parameshwar empha-
sized that sports are highly
beneficial in a person’s life.
They teach discipline and
help individuals learn import-
ant life lessons. He noted that
winning and losing are natural
aspects of sports, and just as

one accepts victory with joy,
one must also accept defeat
with the same spirit. Experi-
encing loss in sports teaches
resilience and determina-
tion—Ilessons applicable in
daily life. He encouraged par-
ticipants to approach compe-
titions with enthusiasm, learn
from failures, and strive to
succeed without losing hope.

The minister further high-

lighted that sports bring men-
tal peace, clarity of mind, and
physical fitness. Police per-
sonnel, who serve under con-
stant pressure, should actively
participate in annual sports
events to relieve stress while
emphasizing the importance
of fitness. Karnataka police
have earned national and in-
ternational recognition by
representing the state in vari-

ous sports competitions.

Dr. Parameshwar also men-
tioned that 3% of police re-
cruitment is reserved for ath-
letes, a provision extended to
other government depart-
ments as well, and similar
priority is given to athletes in
the Indian Army.

Tilakpark Police Station of-
ficer Guruprasad, who repre-
sented Karnataka in interna-
tional athletics, was congrat-
ulated for bringing prestige to
the state and the nation. A vi-
brant parade was conducted
by police units from Tumaku-
ru, Kunigal, Tipatur, Madhu-
giri, and Sira sub-divisions.

The event was attended by
District Commissioner Shub-
hakalyan, 12th KSRP Battal-
ion Chief Hanja Hussain.

O ibcworldnews.com

Ofticials urge public to
seek proper treatment

CHITRADURGA

At a National Epilepsy Day
programme held at the Chitra-
durga District Hospital’s Gov-
ernment Nursing College,
District Mental Health Pro-
gramme Officer Dr G.O.
Nagaraj stressed that epilepsy
is a neurological disorder, not
a condition caused by super-
stition or fear. He urged peo-
ple to abandon myths and
understand the scientific na-
ture of the illness.

Speaking at the event or-
ganised jointly by the district
administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Health and Family Wel-
fare Department, District
Hospital, District Mental
Health Programme and Kar-
nataka Brain Initiative, he ex-
plained that during a seizure,
a person may fall, shake un-
controllably, or foam at the
mouth. At such times, proper
care is essential. “Do not
force metal objects or any-
thing else into the patient’s

hands or mouth. Ensure fresh
air and prevent tongue biting.
Within a few minutes, the
person will naturally recover
from the episode,” he said.

Dr Nagaraj clarified that
epilepsy is not hereditary.
Free medication is available
at all primary health centres
under the Mental Health Pro-
gramme, and timely medical
consultation can help patients
recover and live normal lives.

Health Education Officer B.
Moogappa noted that stressful
lifestyles and irregular brain
activity can trigger seizures in
anyone. National Epilepsy
Day is observed to raise
awareness, support patients,
and encourage healthy habits
such as adequate sleep, stress
management, and injury pre-
vention.

As part of the programme,
a poster competition was held
for nursing students. Awards
were presented to winners
Divyashri (first), Likhita R.
(second).

Strict measures ordered

KOPPAL

As thousands of devotees are
expected to gather at An-
janadri Hill for the two-day
Hanumamala Visarjane fes-
tivities, District In-charge
Minister Shivraj S. Tangada-
gi has directed the district
administration to ensure all
essential amenities are in
place and to take strict mea-
sures to prevent any untow-
ard incidents.

Speaking at a review meet-
ing held at the Gangavati
Municipality hall on Mon-
day, the minister said that
devotees from various dis-
tricts across the state, who
have observed a strict month-
long Hanumamala ritual, will
visit Anjanadri Hill on De-
cember 2 and 3 for the cere-
monial offering. He instruct-
ed the police to maintain
tight vigilance across Ganga-
vati and to set up check-posts
at Karatagi, Kanakagiri, Kop-
pal, Hosapete, and other ac-
cess routes leading to An-
janadri. Continuous pa-
trolling must be carried out
across the taluk, and any
suspicious individuals should

for Hanumamala Vlsarj ane

be detained without hesita-
tion, he added.

The minister emphasised
that Anjanadri Hill belongs to
everyone and is a heritage
site for the entire district. He
said the event had been
well-organised for the past
two years, and this year’s ar-
rangements must be even
better. He instructed officials
to ensure adequate drinking
water and food facilities for
devotees.

Deputy Commissioner
Suresh Itnal informed the
minister that 20 committees
have already been formed—
including teams for food in-
spection, parking manage-
ment, electricity arrange-
ment, helpline, road works,
and forest protection—and
preliminary meetings have

been held.

Tangadagi also directed
that CCTV cameras be in-
stalled at food preparation
areas, with a dedicated team
to monitor them. Medical
teams must be stationed
along the climbing route to
provide immediate care in
case of health issues. Mobile
toilets should be placed at
necessary points, and devo-
tees were urged to maintain
cleanliness and avoid litter-
ing.

He further instructed the
CEO and district police chief
to camp at the site for a few
days and asked all seven ta-
luk tahsildars to remain in
Gangavati until the event
concludes. Private vehicles
bringing devotees should be
stopped at designated points

Caring for parents is
child’s primary duty:

CHITRADURGA

Senior Civil Judge and District Legal
Services Authority Member-Secretary
M. Vijay emphasized that respecting,
loving and caring for parents and elders
with patience and compassion is a fun-
damental responsibility of every individ-
ual. He was speaking after inaugurating
a legal awareness programme on the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act, 2007, held on Mon-
day at SJIM Arts and Commerce Col-
lege, organised jointly by the District
Legal Services Authority, district admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, Women and

wards reducing.

every
Judge

Child Development Department, De-
partment for Empowerment of Differ-
ently Abled and Senior Citizens, retired
government employees’ association and
various NGOs. Judge Vijay noted that
parents and elders dedicate their lives to
nurturing the younger generation, work-
ing tirelessly for their wellbeing. There-
fore, offering them dignity, affection and
the best possible care is the foremost
duty of every family member. He
stressed that elders uphold social values
and play a vital role in building a better
society. Recognising their decades of
service, he urged students to work to-

COTPA enforcement
drive penalises violators
CHIKKBALLAPUR

Inauguration

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
(PUBLIC WORKS, DEPT.)

of project to
fill 24 lakes

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The inauguration cere-
mony of the project to
fill 24 lakes in Bagepal-
li taluk, Chikkaballapu-
ra district, with second-
ary treated wastewater
from Bengaluru’s Heb-
bal-Nagawara Valley
Project will be held to-
day at 10 AM at
Achepalli Lake premis-
es. Organized jointly by
the Minor Irrigation &
Groundwater Develop-
ment Department,
Bagepalli Taluk Admin-
istration, and Taluk
Panchayat, the event
will be graced by High-
er Education Minister
and District In-charge
Minister Dr. M.C. Sud-

maintenance,
District Roads Maintenance,
Maintenance, 5054 MDR Improvements, 5054 Major District
Roads Bridge KRDCL, 5054 State Highways Bridge KRDCL,total
28 number of works with minimum and maximum tender
amounts of Rs.6.09Lakhs and Rs.118.65 Lakhs respectively
and minimum and maximum EMD amount of Rs. 11,100/-
and Rs.1,79,800/- Part-1:Tender receipt Date is on
24.11.2025 up to 4.30 PM , Technical Bid Opening Date is on
25.11.2025 after 4.45 PM Part-2: Tender receipt Date is on
26.11.2025 up to 4.30 PM and Technical Bid Opening Date is
on 27.11.2025 after 4.45PM, Part-3:Tender receipt Date is on
08.12.2025 up to 4.30 PM , Technical Bid Opening Date is on
09.12.2025 after 4.45 PM For more information contact the 1
office of the undersigned and www.Kppp.karnataka.gov.in 9
after 15.11.2025.(Note:1) If no bids received, 3 days One
Time auto extension activated.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Public Works Department. Belagavi Dn. Belagavi.
DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1330/KSMCA/2025-26

No. PWD/BGM/TND/TA/AE/2025-26/4930

-ITEM RATE TENDER NOTIFICATION(KPP PORT;

The Executive Engineer, PWD Belagavi Division
Belagavi invites item ratetenders from the eligible
contractors registered in KPP Portal in Public Works
Departmentunder KW-1,2,3 &4 Standard tender documents
for a work under 2059 Suvarna Soudha building
4059 Department Buildings, 3054 Major
3054 State Highways

Date:15.11.2025

A special COTPA enforcement drive was
conducted in Bagepalli town limits on Mon-
day by the District Health and Family Wel-
fare Department, the Bagepalli Taluk Health
Office, the District Tobacco Control Cell,
and the Taluk Enforcement Team. The op-
eration was carried out under the leadership
of Taluk Health Officer Dr. Satyanarayana
Reddy. During the drive, shopkeepers who
were found selling tobacco products in vio-
lation of the law were penalised, and sever-
al were warned against selling such items
without a valid licence. Speaking on the
occasion, Taluk Health Officer Dr. Sa-
tyanarayana Reddy emphasised that smok-
ing in public places is strictly prohibited. He
stated that legal action would be taken
against anyone who violates these rules. He
further explained that owners of hotels, con-
diment stalls, bakeries, shops, and other
commercial establishments must display a
‘No Smoking’ sign prominently in their
premises. Failure to do so is considered a
violation under the COTPA Act.

daej"‘m:ada SNTOBNT TS, ﬁaej"‘na:ad:

I, ROSHAN AHMEED S/o
Syed Samiulla Residing
at No. 16/11, 3rd B Main

Road, Rathan Singh Layout,

- 560032 have changed my | |l
name to ROSHAN AHMED 1 mge;;g,ua'“'
Vide Affidavit dated
10/11/2025 before notary
G.DAYANANDA Bengaluru.

FINANGE LD,

2 MANAPPURAM HOME FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : U5923KL2010PLC039179
Regd Office: IV/470A (OLD) W/638A (NEW) Manappuram House Valapad Thrissur, Kerala 680567
CDrp Office: Manappuram Home Finance Limited, Third Floor, Unit No. 301 to 315, A Wing,
“Kanakia Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai-400093, Maharashtra
Phone No.: 022- 66211000, Website: wwwrmanappuramhomeﬁn.com

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd (“MAHOFIN”)
uni derthe Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest *[Act],
2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 9 of the security
interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers and co-borrowers
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice and Interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of
the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amounl notice is hereby glven ln the borrower and
the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic possession of the pi

below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under sectlon 13(4) of the said *[Act] read with rule 9 of
the said rules. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the

Ka Va | by r‘a Sa n d ra B e n g a I u ru Eroperty and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Manappuram Home Finance
I

td as mentioned below for each of the respective properties:

Name of Borrower and
Co-borrower / Loan
|| account number/ Branch

Description Of Secured Asset In Respect

o

hich Interest Has Been Created

Dare uI nemand Date of
Oumanﬂmg Amnum !

a Bai
/NHLI]051 I]l]19423/
Shimoga

PropertyNo.212/37/1,E-PropertyNo. 152400502600520023, | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Measuring Total 148. 64 Sq. Meter Situated AtHunasodu | Rs.730583/- | 2025
Village, Abbalagere Village Panchayath, Shivamogga
Taluk, Shivamogga District, Karnataka - 577225. East-
Property of Hala Naika, West- Property of Lokya Naika,
South-Road, North-Road

IN)

Lakshmamma K,
/NHL0091 I]l]24Bﬁ3/

H.Wajid Ahmed
Advocate and Notary
R.T.Road Sira Town
Mob: 9448101786

SIRA-572137.

PUBLIC NOTIGE

This notice is given to the General Harijan,
public that my client, Canara Bank,
Baraguru Branch, Sira Taluk is going to
sanction loan in favour of Smt.B.K.
Manjula Devi W/o B.Mariyappa,
R/o Baraguru Village, Hulikunte Hob- Manjulla C,
li, Sira Taluk, against security of below
mentioned schedule property. As per the
information from Smt.B.K.Manjula Devi,
she has misplaced the original Regd
Sale Deeds Dt:05.03.1988, Regd as
No0.1540/1987-88 and Dt:03.07.2006,
Regd as No.SRA-1-05104-2021- 22. In
this regard she has lodged online com-
plaint to police department, vide lost
Report No.1905131/2025. Hence 7 [Renuka N,
anybody having title interest, and right
in any manner over the schedule prop-
erty, may intimate the same in writing
with documentary evidence to the un-
dersigned within 07 days from the date
of this publication, failing which my client
will proceed with the loan transactions as
not claimed. Further requested that if any-
body finds above said regd Sale Deeds,
the same may. be handed over either to
me or to my client. SCHEDUELE Land
bearing Sy.No0.55/1 measuring 3 acres
35 guntas situated at Naragondanahal- | [|10[Sudhak ?
li Village, Hulikunte Hobli, Sira Taluk.

Advocate & Notary, KAR. 325/81

Hassan

Girisha Y K, All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House|12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
ChandrashekharaYK Property Bearing No. 151600300100100065, Gram| Rs.354054/- | 2025
Panchayath Property No. 69, Situated At Yalagathavalli
Village, Yalagathavalli Gram Panchayath, Arakalgud
Taluk And Hassan District An Measuring East To West:
34.13 Meters And North To South: 6.70 Meters, Totally
Measuring 228.91 Square Meters And Constructed
Plinth Area Measuring 80.27, Karnataka, Pin Code:
573102. East-Property of Sri. Eraiah, West-Road,
South-Property of Sri. Krishnegowda, North-Road

w

Basuraj B Harijan,
Rekha Yallappa

/ NHLl]026llll3Z4I]1/
Hubli Pin Code:

Savitravva Basavaraj | Residential 11BPropertyBearingVpcNo.306, Property | 12-08-2025 & | 15-11-
No.151700600100220396, Measuring East To West:
5.7912Mtr And North To South: 13.411200000000001 Mtr,
Total Measuring 77.66Sq Mtr And Building Measuring

40.59Sq Mtr, Situated At Madapur Village Within Karadagi
GramPanchayat, Tq: Savanur&Dist:Haveri, Karnataka,
6. East-Property of Shantappa
Basavantappa Harijan, West-Property of Puttappa
Bhimappa Harijan, South-Road, North-Property of
Di Shivarayappa Harijan

Rs.523313/- | 2025

IS

G Hareesha,
Vidyashree J,

/ NLAPO|193I1311 25/

KathaNo.115/1/3AndE-KathaNo.152500702400200055, | 12-08-2025 & [ 15-11-
Measuring East To West: 9.144 Meters And North To| Rs.678014/- | 2025
South: 11.5824 Meters, Situated At Chinnappanahalli
Village, Kallambella Hobli, Sira Taluk, Tumkur District,

Narasamma M,
yappa
/MHLI]O!ISI]IH 2652/

Tumkur Karnataka - 572125. East-| Properly of Govindappa,
West-SiteofVasudeva, South-Property ofKanimakka.,
North-Road
5 |Pillappa R, Property Bearing Katha No.156 And E-Katha|12-08-2025 &| 15-11-

No0.152800201800600211, Measuring EastTo| Rs.535241/- | 2025

West:9.144MetersAndNorth ToSouth: 12.192Meters,
Slluated At Thimmanabhalli Village, Nandi Hobli,
Tumkur Taluk, Chi

yura District, Kamataka

562103 East-Site No.41, West-Site No.51, South-
Site No.56., North-10 Feet Road,

=3

Imamsab M
Terganva, Bibijan

Mammadsharif
Imamsab Terganv,
Mustapa Imamsab
Teragnv, Abbasali
Sayyadali Kalaghatagi,
/NHL00260013471/ Hubli

Town Panchayat No.384D/67, Property No.12-512|12-08-2025 & 15-11-
81, Ward No.4. Assessment Khata No.384D/67| Rs.295319/- | 2025
Imamasab Tearganv, [ Measuring 55.7418 Sq Mtr Situated At Gandhinagar,
Kalaghatagi, Disl: Dharwad, Karnataka-581204. East-
Property of Suvarna Raju Viraktimath, West-Property
of Mabubsab Honnalli, South-Govt. Road,North-
Property of Ramanna Udapi

Nagaraja B,
/MHL00480018818/

VlllagePanchayathanIhebennuru PropertyN0.4318,|12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
E-Swathu No. 1512001049001
East Wesl 13.10 Meter, North South 12.19 Meter =

21275, Measuring| Rs.359565/- | 2025

Niveditha S,
/NHL00900029427/
Vivekananda Circle

Davangare 159.69 Sq. Mtrs, Wherein House Constructed Measuring
259.69 Sq. mlrs Situated At Santhebennuru Village,
Channagiri Tq, Davangere District, Karnataka -
577552, East-Road, West-| Property of Manjamma,
South-Basamma, North-Roa
8 |Premibai U, All That Piece And Parcel 0fV|IIage Panchayath Property | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Shivakumar Naik K, N0.70,E-SwathuNo.151200601200300482 Measuring | Rs.359826/- | 2025
Jyotibai R, 10.3658 X 12.682 Meter = 44.24 Sq. Mtrs, Wherein
Sanna Kumara Naika, |[House Constructed Measuring 44 24 Sq Mtrs,
/MHL00480016160/ Situated At Gurusiddapura Village, Jagalur Taluk,
Davangare WithinTheLimitsofVillage Panchayath Gurusiddapura,
Jagalur Block, Madhya Pradesh, Pin Code: 453220.
East-Road, West-House of Sheelabai, South-Road,
North-Lekha Bai
9 |Siddaraju R, All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearmg B.|12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Ranamma P, Matakere GramapanchayathiProperty No. 105 AndAs | Rs.400829/- | 2025

PerFormNo. 11B Unique No. 152200102502600063
Situated At S. C. Colony, B. Matakere Village, Sarguru
Taluk, Mysuru District, Within The Jurisdiction of B.
Matakere Gramapanchayathi Measuring East To
West: 4.572 Meters And North To South: 8.229
Meters, Karnataka, Pin Code: 571121. East-House
of Ra]amma West-House of Lakshmamma,South-
House of Gangamma, North-Road

Vinod Raj T L,
Pramodal L,
Anjinamma A K,

AII That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 3,]12-08-2025 &| 15-11-

E Swathu No. 15120020210032:
11. 277600000000001 X 13.411200000000001
Mts l.e 151.25 Sq Mts, Situated At Tholahunase

2524, Measuring| Rs.470118/- | 2025

/MHL00480015082/ Village, Tholahunase Gram Panchayath, Davangere
Davangare Drst Karnataka, Pin Code: 577002. East-Road, West-
Land, South-Halla, North-Block 7
11|Gireesh G, AllThat Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing Hemmaragala | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Gowramma G, Gramapanchayathi Khatha No. 524/458 And As Per| Rs.493110/- | 2025
Rathna G, Form No. 11 B Unique No. 152200521159020296
/NHL00510005243/ Situated AtMallahalliVillage, Nanjanagudu Taluk, Within
Shimoga The Jurisdiction of Hemmaragala Gramapanchayathi

Measuring East To West: 8.53 Meters And North To
South: 8.53 Meters, Karnataka, Pin Code: 577433.
East-Panchayat Road. West-By Road.South-Property
Belongs ToRenuka \W/0 Kameshappa, North-Property
Belongs To Krishnappa S/0 Hanumanthappa

12|Sandeep V K,

CH

To place a
classified ad
contact:

080-41209042

AllThatThe Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure [ 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-

Renuka K, Standing There On Being Bearing A Property No.| Rs.514779/- | 2025
Beerappa V L, 41/45/2, E-Property No. 152400301400120279,
/NHL00510007796/ Measuring East-West 12 X North-South 9 Meter,
Shimoga Total 108.00 Sqg. Meter, Including 60.00 Sq. Meter
Building, Situated AtBhimaneri Village, Bhimaneri Village
Panchayath, Sagara Taluk, Shivamogga District,
Karnataka, Pin Code: 577401. East-Vacant Place,
West-Road, South-House of Vaggana Ganapathi, North-
House of Hotte Savithrammana
13|Jayanthi T, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Naveen Kumar K J, |No.204, PL.D No.1521 00101000600273 Situated At| Rs.500198/- | 2025
usha K M, Kat Grama, Hari Grar
/MHL00340023293/ Krishnarajapete Block, Mandya (D). Measuring: E W
Mysore 9.144 Meter 86 N-S: 20.1168 Meter. Admeasurlng
183.95 Sq Mts, Karnataka, Pin Code: 571426.. East-
Galll86HouseolKrlshnegowda,West-SurveyNumber
Place, South-Government Road, North-Road
14|Shruthi H, Rdpr Katha No.152400402700100132, As Per Gram | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Anil A M, Panchayat Record Property No.39/2 Measuring East| Rs.505380/- | 2025
Sunil AM, To West 7.40 Meter And North To South 38.0 Meter
/MHL00510024451/ In Total 281.20 Sq. Meter Including Messaging 56.67
Shimoga Sq. Meter House Property Situated At Hirejamburu

Village, Hirejamburu Gram Panchayat. Shikaripura Taluk,
And Shivamogga District, Karnataka - 577428. East-
Property Belongs To Jayappa, West-Property Belongs
To Ramappa Buradikatte, South-House Belongs To
North-Gram Panchayat Road

15| Jayarama M
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Meenakshi N
Chethan M,
/NHL00910021784/
Hassan

Property Bearing No. 151600502200820023, Gram | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Panchayath Property No. 105, KhathaNo.901In Survey | Rs.1009751/- | 2025
No. 54/2C, Situated At Madaba Village, Byadarahalli
Gram Panchayath, Channarayapattana Taluk And Hassan
District, Karnataka- 573111 Totally Measuring 134.90
Square Meters. East-Own Property, West-Own Property,
South-Own Property, North-Road

16| Kirankumar

Naik, Venkatesh
Lumbappa Naik,
Shivakka Lingaraj
Nayak, Lambappa
Ishwarappa Lamani,

Property No. 343, E-Swathu No. 151700503500221894, | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Measuring 15. 24 X 12.192 Mts l.e 185.80 Sq Mts,
Situated At Shrinivasapura Village,Rahuvathanakatti
Gram Panchayath, Ranebennur Taluk, HaveriDist,
Karnataka-581115.East-Property of PikappaLamani,
West-Property of Somappa Bhimappa Lamani, South-

Rs.821802/- | 2025

ngLuOABnu15MM Govt School, North-Medliri Road
- - avangare
CORER/TAMFED tomor Ze N Y e T e
- ry ikarappa N, - Swathu No. , Measuring| Rs.. -
(FredE IRFOR o BRRre® w0s03T SR3I) Pivankal. 2 zggsdx ?IB v2?|8 Me};eﬁ o (1160 50T Slqk,vlgﬁ Si(tjuated
angadharappa S, | At Pandralli Village, Chitradurga Talul itradurga
&ém& RTINS TDBFOD NG @mmaﬁﬁj@’ KTPP Qodhaonen zﬁw%oé QBOBT NOT BIoF LT /[quL%msnmgs':n/ wmaﬁka 57f7ngs5 %ast Prop:enyhofPSh|vargdrapga
avangare est-House ofNagendrappa., South-Private Property,
REOFOT T BRCF S TNIV0TT LOBT ST/IIFGONT. TT 83 §¢TOROITHLTT. North-Road And Private Property
18| Kavita Shankar R ial Gramthana Property Bearing Vpc No. 76 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
oY 5.30 notd | =owd 4.30 nowd | Boed 4.30 notd k,iimanl S{rankara Propgqth%AIB?gUand UUM 0076, tallea '\rm Rs.727523/- | 2025
anappa Lamani q Mtr And Building Measuring q Mtr,
N Xlelciod 3035 &a%‘ﬁ 3035 Mangalavva Situated At Agadi Village Within Hunagund Gram
3. TOMONS 20 Manappa Lamani, |Panchayat, Tq: Mundagod & Dist: Uttar Kannada,
= KR 2023 g OR. 328 me@g;.-@?:j@ $20BT 0083 Ganesh Ratnappa  |Karnataka - 581349. East-Gram Panchayat Road,
0. R0 5 B 5'7%2;@ N B2oro’ NJ,\QE,S = West-PropertyofSeetavvaThakrappa, South-Property
QM = 23orT° OR 2OFE 3300F /MHLOI]ZGI]036139/ of Mangalavva Manappa Lamani, North-Property of
‘ o 2 3RJ0N av\os 2 Hubli Lalavva Ratnappa Lamani
W B0 Q0 19|Nagaraju L, Property Bearing N0.229/193, P.I.D. No.|12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
‘thﬁyﬁmnjah \1/5“2200%/?0'80490((3]495 Sltua'll_?d Attp]/a_lqdﬁrakuppalu Rs.699860/- | 2025
A K » akshmaial illage, Maliyuru Gramapanchaya arasipura
KW-1, KW-2 & KW-4 14 422.65 19.11.2025 04.12.2025 05.12.2025 Cakshmaian Taluk NysoraDistrict Karnataka-'571101 Maastring
Hanumalah Shilpa Totally 111.48 Square Meters. East-House Belongs
Service Tenders 03 160.12 18.11.2025 25.12.2025 26.12.2025 ,NHL,,OWUM,/ To Arasamma, Wwest House Belongs To Maraiah,

Q3R BRUWES: [NV0T odw)Te

DIPRIMYS/1239/SA/2025-26

BRSBTS SHIANIGY  Fores

BReUFOTRY 08 TBLITURMFT. CIRRTE BETO TFWH mcmmm@m
Nao/ TONFTOT WPOHOSTT

DeB&L23 (TYFR) Weon, dadwada BTOINT TOF, da‘dmada.

IWETT TR | |7

Mysore

=]

Chandrabhovi H,

/ MHLI]051 0006005/
Shimoga

ﬁarnataka - 577

Property No. 32, E-Property No. 152400500800200367, | 12-08-2025 &| 15-11-
Shrvu C, Measuring Total 111.48 Sq. Meter, Including 35.11

jula T, Sq. Meter House, Situated At Kuskuru Village, Kadekal
Village Panchayath, Shivamogga Taluk And District,
203. East- Site No. 33, West-Site
0. 31, South-Road, North-Site No. 29

Rs.684594/- | 2025

Date: 18" November 2025 | Place: KARNATAKA

Sd/- ised Officer Home Finance Ltd

hakar as chief guest.
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Human- elephant |
conflict escalates
in Jharkhand

Ranchi
Human-elephant conflict
is intensifying across
Jharkhand, with five peo-
ple killed in elephant at-
tacks over the past week
and two elephants found
dead under mysterious
circumstances. In the lat-
est incident, a herd of
around 15 elephants en-
tered Kharkanda village in
the Jageshwar OP area of
Bokaro district and went
on a rampage for several
hours. The herd trampled
45-year-old Sanjho Devi
to death and vandalised
25-30 houses. Acarand a
tempo parked outside a
home were also dam-
aged, and the stored food
was eaten.

Kerala HC lambasts
Vijayan govt for
shielding accused

Kochi
The Kerala High Court on
Monday came down
heavily on the Pinarayi Vi-
jayan government for re-
fusing to grant sanction
to the CBI to prosecute
two key accused in the
multi-crore Cashew De-
velopment Corporation
corruption case. The Sin-
gle Bench asked why the
government was protect-
ing the corrupt and
warned that it would be
compelled to record such
an observation inits order
if the state government
continued its present
stance. The criticism was
directed at the govern-
ment’s decision to deny
prosecution sanction for
former Corporation chair-
man and Congress leader
R. Chandrasekharan, and
former Managing Director
P.A. Ratheesh.

Self-styled ‘Major’
among 4 militants
arrested in Manipur

Imphal
In a major joint crack-
down, security forces have
arrested four hardcore
militants, including a self-
styled ‘Major’, and seized
a huge cache of arms and
ammunition, comprising
12 sophisticated weapons,
from different districts of
Manipur over the last 24
hours, officials said on
Monday. Among the ar-
rested is dreaded militant
Koijam Ibochouba alias
Inao alias Sumo (45), po-
lice confirmed. A senior
police official said that
Koijam lbochouba is the
self-styled ‘Major’ of the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) and its sister outfit
Revolutionary People’s
Front (RPF), and he was a
wanted insurgent in con-
nection with the 2017
Ambush on Assam Ri-
fles at Sajik Tampak in
Chandel district, the
official said.

Manipur witnesses remarkable

declineinviolence: Army Chief

“The security situation in Manipur has significantly improved, with violence
declining and public trust gradually returning’

NEW DELHI

Chief of the Army Staff, Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi, on
Monday highlighted a dramat-
ic shift in the security scenario
of Manipur, stating that the
northeastern state has seen a
sharp reduction in violent inci-
dents since early 2025.
Speaking at the Chanakya
Defence Conclave 2025, he
noted that the improvements
have been particularly visible
after President’s Rule was im-
posed in February this year.
Reflecting on the unrest that
broke out in May 2023, Gen-

eral Dwivedi spoke with per-
sonal emotion, recalling his
own years serving in Manipur.
When the incidents happened
in May 2023, they caused me
deep personal pain, because I
have worked in Manipur my-
self. It hurt me to see
such a beautiful
state, which felt
like heaven to me,
in such a condition,
he said. The Army
Chief pointed
out that the
political and
administra-
tive shift

\ﬁ‘!“ﬁ\

brought about by President’s
Rule has helped restore faith
among people. What has
changed is that people's mutu-
al trust, as well as their trust in
the government, has started to
improve. There has been sig-
nificant improvement since
then, he added. General
Dwivedi also credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent visit to the state in
B September 2025 for
B further stabilizing

conditions. When
LS PM  Modi
visited, that
too helped

change things on the ground.
If the situation continues to
improve, the President will
also be visiting soon, he noted.
Comparing the current condi-
tions with those during peak
unrest, the Army Chief said
the contrast is stark. In 2023,
the police were also troubled,
and people were anxious. The
standards of 2023 and today
have completely changed.
Highlighting operational
achievements, he stated that
weapon recoveries have dou-
bled, rising from about 200 per
month in 2023-24 to nearly
400 now.

Delhi car blast probe links jailed
west Bengal man to mlhtant network

KOLKATA

The investigation into the re-
cent car bomb blast in Delhi
— which claimed 12 lives
and left several others injured
— has taken a new turn, with
the name of Sabir Ahmed
emerging as a key figure in
the case. Ahmed, a resident of
Palashipara in Nadia district
of West Bengal, is currently
in judicial custody on drug
trafficking charges.

Despite being behind bars,
he is now suspected of engag-
ing in anti-national activities
through covert communica-
tion channels.

Sources in the investigative
agencies revealed that the ter-
ror plot has clear militant
links.

The breakthrough reported-
ly came after the interrogation
of Dr. Shaheen Shahid, an Al-
Falah University physician
arrested for suspected in-
volvement in the attack. In-
vestigators learned that the
conspiracy was coordinated
through multiple online social

groups, where Shahid acted as

a mentor. Sabir Ahmed, de-
spite being incarcerated, was
allegedly active in one such
group, promoting anti-India
propaganda and encouraging
extremist activities.

In a related development,
the Special Task Force and
Palashipara police detained
Ahmed’s brother, Faizal
Ahmed, from Bara Naldaha
area on November 12.

Authorities have not con-
firmed whether Faizal has
been formally arrested.

A source claimed that Sabir
may have managed to influ-
ence the Delhi blast plot from
inside prison — a possibility
now under intense investiga-
tion. However, police officials
remain cautious. The STF
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took Sabir’s brother a few
days ago. However, we do not
have any information about
Sabir’s involvement in the
blasts, said Uttam Ghosh, Ad-
ditional Superintendent of
Police (Rural), Krishnanagar
Police District.

Meanwhile, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
in collaboration with West
Bengal Police, has also arrest-
ed another suspect — MBBS
student Nisar Alam of Al-
Falah University. Alam was
detained in Dalkhola, North
Dinajpur, after authorities
tracked his mobile location.

The probe continues, with
investigators now examining
how a jailed man could al-
legedly contribute to a deadly
terror conspiracy.

Supreme Court seeks Centre’s
response on PIL against rising airfares

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day issued notice on a public
interest litigation (PIL) chal-
lenging opaque, exploitative
and algorithm-driven pricing
practices in India’s civil avi-
ation sector, and questioning
the reduction in compli-
mentary check-in baggage
limits for passengers.

A Bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta sought responses from
the Centre, the Directorate

tava, appearing for the peti-
tioner along with AoR Charu
Mathur and advocate Abhi-
nav Verma, submitted that
air travel, recognised as an
essential service under the
Essential Services Mainte-
nance Act, has become in-
creasingly unaffordable due
to unregulated, unpredictable
and exploitative fare mecha-
nisms.

The PIL argued that sud-
den fare spikes driven by
opaque algorithms, last-min-
ute surcharges, and the uni-

General of Civil Aviation = lateral reduction of free

(DGCA), and the Air-
ports Economic Reg-
ulatory Authority
of India (AERAI)
within four
weeks, after -
hearing the
plea filed by so-
cial activist S.
Laxmina-
rayanan.
Senior ad-
vocate Ravin-

dra Srivas- "
[ e

check-in baggage al-
lowances from 25 kg
to 15 kg dispropor-
tionately affect
passengers with
urgent medical,
educational, or
work-related
travel needs.
_ It said that
~ airfare can
| double or even
| triple within
S hours due to

'“']' 'Elh

opaque, algorithm-driven dy-
namic pricing mechanisms
adopted by airlines, dispro-
portionately affecting those
who cannot plan in advance,
including patients, students,
and migrant workers.

The plea highlighted in-
stances where fares rose four
to six times within hours
during crises such as the Pa-
halgam terror incident and
peak events like Maha Kum-
bh.

Terming such hikes arbi-
trary, unconscionable and
violative of Article 21, it
contended that leaving prices
entirely to market forces is
incompatible with the consti-
tutional guarantee of life
with dignity.

When citizens are com-
pelled to travel by air due to
emergencies, allowing such
exploitative pricing is a di-
rect assault on the right to
life, the petition stated.

The PIL also challenged
the steep cut in compli-
mentary baggage allowance.

Bengal Guv
summons
Kolkata cops,
CRPF

KOLKATA

West Bengal Governor, C.V.
Ananda Bose had summoned
the bomb squad of the Kolk-
ata Police and Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) for
thorough and joint search op-
erations within the premises
of Raj Bhavan in Central Kol-
kata amid the recent allega-
tions by a Trinamool Con-
gress four-time Lok Sabha
member that arms and ammu-
nition were being distributed
from Governor House prem-
ises to BJP-backed goons.

It has also been decided
that the joint search and
combing operations by the
city police will also be tele-
cast live by the office of the
Governor. According to a
statement issued by the office
of the Governor on Monday
afternoon, the Honourable
Governor is cutting short his
ongoing outstation tour and
returning to Kolkata later in
the day. On the instructions of
Honourable Governor, a Joint
Combing Operation will be
carried out for the entire Raj
Bhavan building and its pre-
cincts. The Joint Combing
Operation will be led by Hon-
ourable Governor himself and
will be conducted by the fol-
lowing: Kolkata Police, Raj
Bhavan Police outpost, CRPF
Bomb Squad and Dog Squad,
the statement issued by the
office of the Governor read.

As per the statement, the
disaster management and civ-
il defence departments will
also participate in the joint
search and combing opera-
tions. The entire combing
operation will be LIVE.
Members of the media and
civil society will also be pres-
ent throughout the combing
operation, the statement from
the Governor’s House read.
Earlier, the Office of the Gov-
ernor had also directed the
Kolkata Police to start an in-
vestigation into the allega-
tions made.

Navy unveils crest of indigenous
anti-submarine ship ‘Mahe’

NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy has unveiled
the crest of Mahe, the first
ship of the indigenously de-
signed and built Mahe-class
Anti-Submarine Warfare Shal-
low Water Craft (ASW-SWC),
ahead of its commissioning in
Mumbai on November 24, an
official said on Monday.

This marks an important
milestone in the ship’s journey
from design to induction, cel-
ebrating India’s growing
self-reliance in naval ship-
building and the symbolic
identity that binds the ship’s
heritage, design, and opera-
tional role, said the Navy offi-

cial in a statement.

Named after the coastal
town of Mahe on India’s west-
ern seaboard, the ship reflects
India’s enduring maritime tra-
ditions and coastal spirit.

The ship’s crest draws in-
spiration from the cultural and
martial legacy of the region,
depicting an ‘Urumi’ - the
flexible sword associated with
Kalarippayattu and a symbol
of Kerala’s martial heritage,
rising from the sea, said the
statement.

The ‘Urumi’ signifies agili-
ty, precision, and lethal grace,
reflecting the ship’s ability to
operate swiftly and strike de-
cisively in the littorals.
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Centre clears ¥7.7 12 cr
investment under ECMS

NEW DELHI

The Central government has
cleared a major new tranche
of investment proposals under
the Electronics Component
Manufacturing Scheme
(ECMS), with a total commit-
ment of 7,712 crore, senior
IT Ministry officials con-
firmed on Monday.

The announcement was
made by IT Secretary S.
Krishnan, who said that 17
applications were approved
from 249 submissions during
the latest round.

In a significant milestone,
this tranche includes the
first-ever approved project
from Jammu and Kashmir.
Other approved proposals are
spread across Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Mabharashtra and Tamil Nadu,
reflecting the government’s
aim to expand manufacturing
capacity across multiple re-
gions.

Among the 17 selected
companies, Aequs Consumer
Products Private Limited
stands out with the largest in-
dividual commitment of
%1,500 crore and an expected
production output of 37,669
crore. Other major names in-
clude TE Connectivity India,
which will invest 612 crore,
and Jabil Circuit with 957
crore. Additional approvals
were granted to Secure Cir-

‘This tranche includes
the first-ever approved
project from Jammu and
Kashmir. Other approved
proposals are spread
across Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu’.

cuits, Zetfab, Zetchem with
%55 crore, Micropack with
%54 crore, Uno Minda with
%264 crore, AT&S India, HI-
Q, Infopower Technologies,
Syrma Mobility with %250
crore, and Meena Electrotech
from Jammu and Kashmir
committing X111 crore.

Speaking on the occasion,
Krishnan emphasized the
government’s strategic goal of
strengthening India's position
in the global supply chain.
The basic objective is to
deepen the value chain in In-
dia. The world is looking at
diversification of value
chains, and India is a key
player in that, he said.

Union IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw also addressed the
event, outlining three critical
priorities for sustainable
growth in electronics manu-
facturing: developing strong
design capabilities, ensuring
six sigma quality standards,
and fostering a globally com-
petitive domestic supplier
ecosystem.

Bengal STF seizes ?5 crore
cash from car in New Town

KOLKATA

The Special Task Force
(STF) of the West Bengal
Police on Monday seized
cash amounting to Rs 5
crore from a car near
Akanksha Crossing in New
Town and arrested two per-
sons, including the vehicle’s
owner. The seizure was
made following a tip-off
from a confidential source.

Two people, including the
owner of the car, have been
arrested in connection with
the incident, police said,
adding that an investigation
is underway.

Police said that the mon-
ey was being brought from
the New Town area. Sourc-
es said Bengal STF is
searching for the source of
the money.

The recovery of such a
large amount of money
while checking the car has
raised concerns, especially
ahead of next year's state
Assembly polls.

According to police, the
recovery of such huge cash
has raised eyebrows, espe-
cially in the backdrop of the
Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) exercise of West Ben-
gal's electoral rolls by the
Election Commission.

The police are investigat-
ing where this money came
from, where it was being
taken, and what the purpose
was.

Cash worth Rs 5 crore has
been recovered from a car
after conducting a raid. The
cash has been seized. Two
people have been arrested.
An investigation has started
to find out the source of the
money, said a police offi-
cial. Last week, the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
recovered large sums from
the residence of a business-
man in the Taratala area
during searches connected
to the municipal recruitment
scam. Earlier this month,
ED teams carried out raids
at around 10 locations
across the city, including
Salt Lake and Beliaghata.
ED sleuths searched the
house of a businessman in
the Taratala area in connec-
tion with the municipal re-
cruitment corruption case.
Investigators recovered a
huge amount of money
from the house then too.

‘Mission Mangalam’ brmgs transformatlve impact

AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government’s
flagship women empower-
ment initiative, Mission Man-
galam, continues to demon-
strate its transformative im-
pact on economic indepen-
dence and grassroots entre-
preneurship.

Among its most inspiring
success stories is the wom-
en-run ‘Mangalam Canteen’
at Gandhinagar Metro Station,
Sector-1 — now a thriving
model of self-reliance and
collective progress.

Mission Mangalam focuses
on strengthening self-help

groups (SHGs) by ensuring
their access to banking ser-
vices, credit facilities, and
livelihood training. The initia-
tive is anchored by the Guja-
rat Livelihood Promotion
Company (GLPC), which
plays a key role in facilitating

loans, skilling and market
linkages. The scheme has em-
powered thousands of women
across rural and urban areas,
helping them transition from
financial vulnerability to en-
trepreneurship.

Among the beneficiaries

are Pushpa Parmar from Deh-
gam taluka and Vaishali Rath-
od from Kalol, whose jour-
neys reflect the vision of an
Atmanirbhar Gujarat and the
ethos of Har Ghar Swadeshi.
Pushpa, a member of the ‘Jai
Chamunda’ Sakhi Mandal
formed under Mission Man-
galam, received an initial
bank-linked loan of X1 lakh,
followed by a second loan of
%4 lakh. With guidance from
GLPC, she and Vaishali made
a bold decision — to open a
canteen at the Gandhinagar
Metro Station. The result was
Mangalam Canteen, which
now earns over 6 lakh annu-

ally. Its steady growth has not
only provided financial stabil-
ity but also bolstered social
confidence and dignity for the
women running it. Their suc-
cess highlights how targeted
support and structured credit
access can enable women
from modest backgrounds to
become job creators and role
models.

As Mission Mangalam ex-
pands, stories like these
strengthen Gujarat’s commit-
ment to inclusive develop-
ment, demonstrating the pow-
erful ripple effect of wom-
en-led entrepreneurship on
families and communities.
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Journalists swap
newsrooms for
ballot boxes

Thiruvananthapuram
A quiet but noticeable
shift is unfolding in Thiru-
vananthapuram’s politi-
cal arena, where anin-
creasing number of jour-
nalists are stepping out of
newsrooms and straight
into electoral politics. The
Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation has long
been a springboard for
bigger political roles --
several of its former
councillors have risen to
become MLAs and Minis-
ters. Education Minister V.
Sivankutty once served as
Mayor, while the current
Food Minister G. R. Anil
began his political journey
as a councillor here. This
year, two well-known
journalists both former
office-bearers of the
prestigious Trivandrum
Press Club are contesting
the civic polls, each run-
ning as an independent
despite their long associ-
ation with the CPI(M).

Kisan Sangh to launch
stiragainst land
pooling policy

Ujjain
The Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS)-affili-
ated Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh (BKS) is set to
hold a fresh round of pro-
test to oppose the land
pooling policy in Ujjain on
Tuesday. According to
Bharat Singh, Madhya
Pradesh BKS Convenor,
more than 2,000 farmers
from Ujjain and adjoining
districts of Malwa-Nimar
region will be participat-
ing in the protest to raise
their grievances. Farmers
from 18 districts, including
from Ujjain, will gather at
the Bhumi Mata Mandir at
9 a.m. on Wednesday.
Later they will march to-
wards District Collector’s
office and will hold a pro-
test until the Madhya
Pradesh government
takes back its land pool-
ing scheme, Singh told
media persons.

Punjab farmers
yet to get relief for
crop loss: BJP

Chandigarh
Punjab BJP spokesperson
Pritpal Singh Baliawal on
Monday wrote a letter to
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann, drawing at-
tention to the severe neg-
ligence faced by flood-hit

farmers of Sahnewal in
Ludhiana district, who
have still not received
their promised compen-
sation. Baliawal highlight-
ed that villages such as
Sasarali, Boothgarh Ban-
jara and Sasarali Colony
suffered massive destruc-
tion during the recent
floods caused by the
overflowing Sutlej river.

 Will work with states to resolve
governance challenges: HM

The Union Home Minister led the 32nd Northern Zonal Council meeting,
prioritizing cooperative federalism and collaborative governance

FARIDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday chaired the
32nd meeting of the Northern
Zonal Council, reaffirming
the Centre’s commitment to
working jointly with states to
resolve key governance chal-
lenges.

The session opened with a
solemn tribute to the victims
of the Delhi blast on Novem-
ber 10, underscoring the
Council’s sensitivity to na-
tional tragedies and security
concerns.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta was among the key at-
tendees. Sharing her thoughts
on social platform X, she
highlighted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of co-
operative federalism as a cor-
nerstone of nation-building.
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The Northern Zonal Council
is an extremely effective and
result-oriented platform that
brings that very idea to life on
the ground, she stated.

CM Gupta emphasized that
the Council fosters open and
constructive dialogue between
the Centre and states, en-
abling collaborative solutions
on complex and interconnect-
ed issues. She noted that
many challenges — especial-
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ly those related to law and
order, development, and pub-
lic welfare — can only be re-
solved through collective par-
ticipation.

The agenda of the meeting
reflected its growing rele-
vance. Discussions featured
several urgent national issues,
including the faster investiga-
tion and disposal of cases in-
volving sexual offences
against women and children,

along with the expansion of
Fast Track Special Courts
(FTSCs) to ensure timely jus-
tice.

The Council also reviewed
progress on strengthening ru-
ral banking access, particular-
ly ensuring brick-and-mortar
facilities in every designated
village. Other key focus areas
included the implementation
of the Emergency Response
Support System (ERSS-112),
improved nutrition and health
outcomes, education, electric-
ity supply, urban develop-
ment, and reinforcement of
cooperative systems.

The Northern Zonal Coun-
cil includes the states and
Union Territories of Hary-
ana, Himachal Pradesh, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, Delhi, Jam-
mu & Kashmir, Ladakh, and
Chandigarh.

ED begins restitution of X55.85 cr
assets in Varron bank fraud case

MUMBAI

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED), Mumbai Zonal
Office, has started the process
of restituting three immovable
properties valued at 355.85
crore in connection with a
%694 crore bank loan fraud
case linked to Varron Alumin-
ium Pvt. Ltd.

An official statement re-
leased on Monday confirmed
that these properties were pre-
viously attached under Sec-
tion 5 of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The ED stated that
Varron Aluminium and asso-
ciated entities had fraudulent-
ly siphoned off bank funds for
personal enrichment. The val-
uation of the seized properties
is based on a 2021 assessment
referenced from the State
Bank of India’s reports.

The money laundering in-
vestigation stems from FIRs
registered by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI),
accusing the company of
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cheating Bank of India and
State Bank of India of
%293.74 crore and 3401.25
crore respectively. According
to the chargesheet, a 3300
crore Manual Letter of Credit
issued by Canara Bank in fa-
vour of group company
VACPL was discounted with-
out proper verification by
Bank of India — a key step in
the fraudulent scheme.

As per ED findings, Varron
Aluminium and its allies re-
peatedly opened new Letters
of Credit (LCs) to repay old
ones, thus masking their lia-
bilities and inflating their fi-
nancial statements. Shell enti-
ties and circular credit trans-
actions were integral to the

operation, allowing the com-
pany to present an artificially
healthy financial profile while
diverting funds.

So far, the ED has traced
proceeds of crime worth
%179.27 crore, issuing two at-
tachment orders to secure
these assets. Under Section
8(8) of the PMLA, attached or
confiscated properties must
be restored to rightful owners
or victims once confirmed as
proceeds of crime but not cul-
pably held.

The restitution process
marks a critical step in return-
ing losses to affected banks as
the investigation continues
into one of India’s significant
financial fraud cases.

Task force should be formed to increase
university ratings: Maharashtra Governor

MUMBAI

Mabharashtra Governor Acha-
rya Devvrat, on Monday,
asked the universities in the
state to establish a task force
at every university level to
increase their overall ratings.
He said that continuous and
organised efforts are needed
to bring Maharashtra's educa-
tion system to the global lev-
el. Merely creating plans is
not enough; their practical
implementation must be car-
ried out consistently and it is
therefore necessary to contin-
uously strive to improve the
national and international
ranking levels of universities,
the Governor added. The
Governor was speaking at the
workshop on the topic of 'Na-
tional Education Policy 2020
(NEP 2020) and Vision Maha-

rashtra 2047'. Governor Dev-
vrat said that universities
should be centres of knowl-
edge and culture.

Teachers should be con-
nected with students intimate-
ly. If dialogue and coopera-
tion between teachers and
students increase, the overall
development of students will
be assured. Also, students
should actively participate in
activities like sports, NCC,
NSS. A healthy body and a
strong mind are the pillars of

good education, he added.

Universities should develop
employable curricula that are
directly linked to the industry.
Education should be connect-
ed to the progress of society
and nation. Continuous train-
ing of teachers and adminis-
trative officers is necessary to
remain compatible with new
technology.

The more quality the train-
ing, the higher the quality of
education will rise. There is a
need to further elevate the
standard of our training cen-
tres, the Governor said.

According to Governor
Devvrat, students should be
sensitised about the Indian
culture, traditions, and moral
values. Universities should
invite speakers whose ideas
will inspire students with life
values.

Gujarat govt hosts CM
tellowship youth workshop

AHMEDABAD

A one-day workshop for the
Chief Minister's Fellowship
cohort was held in Gujarat's
Gandhinagar on Monday,
with Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel emphasising that
the synergy between the do-
main expertise of senior bu-
reaucrats and the fresh ideas
of CM Fellows programme
can significantly enhance
public welfare and strength-
en case of doing business
across the state.
Addressing 24 CM Fel-
lows working across various
state departments, Chief
Minister Patel said the state
government aims not merely

to run administrative sys-
tems but to drive meaningful
transformation that directly
improves the everyday lives
of citizens.

He underscored that the
knowledge and skills of
young professionals, com-
bined with the institutional
experience of senior offi-
cials, can accelerate this
mission.

Chief Minister Patel said
that the Chief Minister's Fel-
lowship Programme --
launched in 2009 by the then
Chief Minister Narendra
Modi -- was envisioned as a
platform to harness the inno-
vative ideas of talented
youth for good governance.

‘India-US trade
deal likely to be

signed soon’
NEW DELHI

India and the US are nearing
closure of their talks for sign-
ing the first tranche of the pro-
posed Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA), Commerce Sec-
retary Rajesh Agrawal indicat-
ed on Monday. Agrawal told
journalists that the two coun-
tries have been holding regu-
lar virtual rounds of talks on
the BTA. Although no formal
deadlines can be set on the is-
sue, the first stage of the trade
talks is progressing swiftly, he
added. US President Donald
Trump sent positive signals on
strengthening U.S.-India rela-
tions last week, raising fresh
hopes that a bilateral trade
agreement between the
world’s two largest democra-
cies could be signed soon.
Trump told reporters at the
White House on Thursday that
his talks with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi were
going great and that a visit to
Delhi could take place next
year. Earlier on Monday,
Trump said that he plans to
lower tariffs imposed on India
at some point, indicating that
a breakthrough in the trade
talks could come soon. I think
we're pretty close to doing a
deal (with India) that's good
for everybody, Trump said, in
answer to a question from the
media, at the ceremony for
swearing in Sergio Gor as the
new US Ambassador to India.

WB Chief Minister up
in arms against Centre’s
Gorkhaland appointment

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has once
again raised strong objections
to the Union government’s
decision to appoint former
Deputy National Security Ad-
visor and ex-BSF Director
General Pankaj Kumar Singh
as the interlocutor for tripar-
tite talks on a permanent po-
litical solution to the
Gorkhaland issue.

In a fresh letter addressed
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday,
Banerjee reiterated |
that the move under-
mines the state gov-
ernment’s role and
concerns.

This marks Baner-
jee’s second commu-
nication to the Prime
Minister on the matter. Her
first letter, dated October 18,
2025, had urged the Centre to
reconsider and revoke the ap-
pointment, stressing that a
sensitive issue like
Gorkhaland required mutual
consultation, not unilateral
action.

In her latest letter, the Chief
Minister accused the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs of
bypassing her objections and
proceeding with the interloc-
utor’s office. It is a grave con-
cern that, without any prior

communication in response to
my letter and despite your
kind intervention, the office
of the interlocutor... has al-
ready started functioning.
This is really shocking, she
wrote. Banerjee described the
Centre’s action as a unilateral
and arbitrary step that ignored
the state’s position. She ar-
gued that appointing a retired
IPS officer to mediate the
long-standing demands for a
separate Gorkhaland involv-
ing Darjeeling, Kalimpong,
Kurseong, and parts of the
Terai and Dooars
could further compli-
cate matters instead
of fostering trust. The
ongoing demand for
Gorkhaland, a sepa-
rate state carved out
of northern West
Bengal has witnessed
decades of political volatility,
protests, and multiple negoti-
ation attempts. The state gov-
ernment maintains that any
dialogue should be inclusive,
involving local stakeholders
and respecting federal princi-
ples.

With the interlocutor’s of-
fice already operational as of
November 10, tensions be-
tween the state and Centre are
once again on display, setting
the stage for renewed political
friction over the sensitive hill
issue.

India-UK joint drill ‘Ajeya Warrior
25’ begins in Rajasthan

JAIPUR

The eighth edition of the
India—UK Joint Military
Training Exercise AJEYA
WARRIOR-25 commenced
on Monday at the Foreign
Training Node, Mahajan
Field Firing Ranges in Ra-
jasthan. Scheduled from 17
to 30 November 2025, the
14-day exercise under-
scores the growing defence
cooperation and interopera-
bility between the Indian
Army and the British Army.
A total of 240 personnel,
with equal representation
from both armies, are par-
ticipating in the exercise.

The Indian Army contin-
gent comprises troops from
the esteemed Sikh Regi-
ment, renowned for its op-
erational excellence and
professionalism.

The exercise is being
conducted under a United
Nations mandate, with a
primary focus on honing
joint capability in count-
er-terrorism operations in
semi-urban terrain.

Over the next two weeks,
the participating troops will
undergo an intensive and
immersive training curricu-
lum.

Key activities include
joint mission planning at
the Brigade level, integrat-
ed tactical drills, simula-
tion-based scenarios, and
company-level field train-
ing exercises designed to
replicate realistic count-
er-terror contingencies.

These modules aim to
strengthen interoperability,
enhance tactical proficien-
cy, and develop coordinated
responses for complex op-
erational challenges.

Special emphasis will be
laid on sharing best practic-
es, refining Standard Oper-
ating Procedures, and im-
proving operational synergy
for peacekeeping and
counter-terror missions.

Instituted in 2011 and
held biennially, AJEYA
WARRIOR has grown into
a flagship engagement be-
tween the Indian and Brit-
ish Armies.

Rajasthan is my Karma Bhoomi: New Chief Secy

JAIPUR

V. Srinivas has assumed
charge as the new Chief Secre-
tary of Rajasthan at the Secre-
tariat on Monday as the outgo-
ing Chief Secretary Sudhansh
Pant handed over the charge to
him. Before assuming charge
as Chief Secretary, V. Srinivas
and Sudhansh Pant performed
puja with chanting of mantras
at the Ganesh Temple at the
entry gate of the Secretariat's
main building. The Chief Sec-

REVIVAL GETS Al TOUCH

retary warmly embraced Sud-
hansh Pant upon taking charge
of the office. Speaking to the
media after assuming charge
as Chief Secretary, V. Srinivas
said, I express my gratitude to
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma, who believed in my
efficiency and gave me such a
significant responsibility. I
also want to express my grati-
tude to the Prime Minister for
entrusting me with the respon-
sibility of the Department of
Administrative Reforms and

Public Grievances in the Gov-
ernment of India for many
years. Rajasthan is my karm-
abhoomi (workplace). I came
here at the age of 22.

I have held several posi-
tions. I had a probationary pe-
riod in Nagaur, followed by a
subdivisional officer in Bhil-
wara. After that, I came as a
secretary, serving in the Plan-
ning Department, Finance De-
partment, Health Department,
and Science and Technology
Department.

Ganga rejuvenation: NMCG embraces Al advanced research

NEW DELHI

The 67th Executive Commit-
tee (EC) meeting of the Na-
tional Mission for Clean Gan-
ga (NMCGQG), held on Monday,
marked a strategic shift to-
wards science-led river reju-
venation, with a focused em-
phasis on artificial intelli-
gence tools and advanced re-
search systems. Officials said
the meeting identified pollu-
tion abatement and da-
ta-backed research as central
pillars in the ongoing effort to
restore the Ganga’s ecological
health.

Chaired by NMCG Direc-
tor-General Rajeev Kumar
Mital, the session saw experts

backing a host of pivotal sci-
entific initiatives. These in-
clude Digital Twin technology
for the Ganga, high-resolution
SONAR-based riverbed map-
ping, real-time hydrological
modelling, and glacier moni-
toring — all aimed at deepen-
ing understanding of the river

basin and enabling precision
planning.

A key approval was granted
to a %3.98 crore research proj-
ect titled Glaciers and Glacier
Melt Runoff Changes and
Their Linkage to the Hy-
dro-climatic and Topographic
Context in the Upper Ganga

Basin. To be conducted by the
National Institute of Hydrolo-
gy in Roorkee, this study will
examine glacier retreat,
evolving snow cover patterns,
and resulting shifts in meltwa-
ter contributions to the river
system. The findings are ex-
pected to support long-term
water security and climate
resilience plans.

Further research efforts in-
clude studies on Himalayan
Ganga headstream glaciers,
managed aquifer recharge in
paleochannel zones, and the
development of a historic
geospatial river database —
providing the scientific back-
bone for sustainable river ba-
sin management.

The meeting was attended
by senior officials including
Gaurav Masaldan, Joint Sec-
retary & Financial Adviser
(Ministry of Water Resourc-
es), Nalin Srivastava, Deputy
Director General (NMCG),
and executive directors across
administrative, technical,
project, and finance divisions.
Project directors from Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal
were also present.

The new research-led road-
map underscores the NMCG’s
commitment to combining
innovation, environmental
science, and technology —
ensuring the future of the
Ganga is shaped by actionable
data, not just declarations.
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Protests against
Constitutional
Amendment grow

Islamabad
Activists from the Pakistan
Awami Tehreek (PAT) po-
litical party and its women

wing Sindhiyani Tehreek
(ST) continue to protest
against the 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment, corpo-
rate farming, new canals
on the Indus River, honour
killings and the exploitation
of the resources of Sindh
province, local media re-
ported on Monday. The
party organised a march
that began at Jail Road and
ended at the local press
club, where various leaders
addressed the participants,
Pakistan’s leading daily
Dawn reported. PAT Presi-
dent Vasand Thari, Noor
Ahmed Katiar, Lal Jarwar,
Dr. Rasool Bux Khaskheli,
Abdul Qadir Ranto, and
others led the march.

Disability rights
advocate Alice
Wong dies at 51

SAN FRANCISCO
Alice Wong, a prominent
disability rights activist and
acclaimed author, has died
at 51. Wong passed away
at a San Francisco hospital
due to an infection, her
close friend Sandy Ho con-
firmed. A trailblazer in disa-
bility justice, Wong ampli-
fied the voices of people
with disabilities through
her writing, advocacy and
the influential Disability
Visibility Project. Born to
Hong Kong immigrants and
living with muscular dys-
trophy, she used a powered
wheelchair and breathing
device throughout her life.
Wong's memoir Year of the
Tiger and her broader body
of work celebrated autono-
my, community living and
authentic storytelling with-
in marginalized disability
communities.

Trump warns of harsh
US sanctions on nations
trading with Russia

Washington
US President Donald
Trump issued one of his
strongest warnings yet
against countries main-
taining economic ties
with Russia, declaring
that any nation “doing
business with Russia will
be very severely sanc-
tioned.” His remarks come
as the administration and
Republican lawmakers
accelerate efforts to im-
pose sweeping penalties
on Moscow over its war in
Ukraine. Trump said he
supported congressional
efforts to introduce tough
new measures. “They’re
passing legislation... very
tough sanctioning...
on any country doing
business with Russia.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Su-30MKI and Rafale Jets Begin Joint Missions

Indo-French air forces begin Exercise Garuda 25, boosting interoperability, strategic coordination, and defence cooperation

PARIS

The skies over France roared
on Monday as Indian Air
Force (IAF) Su-30MKI fight-
ers and French Air and Space
Force Rafale aircraft took
flight together, marking the
start of coordinated aerial
missions under the bilateral
Exercise Garuda 25. The 8th
edition of the air exercise is
being held at Mont-de-Mar-
san Air Base in France from
November 16 to 27.

In a statement shared on X,
the Indian Air Force wrote,

Exercise Garuda takes off. In-
dian Air Force Su-30MKI and
French Air and Space Force
Rafale aircraft soared into the
skies, commencing coordinat-
ed missions as part of the bi-
lateral air exercise. The en-
gagement reinforces strong
interoperability and deep de-
fence cooperation between
the two Air Forces.

Exercise Garuda has long
been a key pillar of In-
dia-France defence ties, offer-
ing both nations’ air forces an
opportunity to improve com-
bat readiness, tactical coordi-

nation, and mutual under-
standing of operational proce-
dures. This year’s edition fo-
cuses on enhancing interoper-
ability, sharing best practices,
and deepening strategic coop-
eration.

The IAF has deployed its
Su-30MKI multirole fighter
jets for the exercise, support-
ed by the C-17 Globemaster
III for strategic airlift opera-
tions during induction and
de-induction phases. Addi-
tionally, the IL-78 air-to-air
refuelling aircraft is extending
the operational range and en-

durance of participating
fighters, enabling longer and
more complex mission pro-
files.

The Ministry of Defence
emphasized that such exercis-
es not only build operational
synergy but also reinforce In-
dia’s commitment to strength-
ening global defence partner-
ships. The presence of Indian
aircraft in French airspace
highlights the growing trust
and technological alignment
between the two nations,
especially as both operate
Rafale fighters.

S Korea Proposes Military Talks with
N Korea to Redefine Border Line

SEOUL

South Korea on Monday for-
mally proposed military talks
with North Korea to address
escalating concerns over re-
peated incursions and rising
tensions along the inter-Kore-
an border. The move comes
after multiple incidents in
which armed North Korean
soldiers crossed the Military
Demarcation Line (MDL)
while working near the bor-
der, including land clearing
and mine-laying operations
within buffer zones.

This marks Seoul’s first of-
ficial dialogue offer since
President Lee Jae Myung as-
sumed office in June, pledg-
ing to restore communication
channels with Pyongyang and
ease cross-border tensions.
Our military officially suggests
holding inter-Korean talks be-
tween military authorities to
discuss how to establish the
Military Demarcation Line, to
prevent accidental clashes and
ease military tensions, said
Kim Hong-cheol, South Ko-
rea’s Deputy Minister for Na-
tional Defence Policy.

Kim expressed hope that
Pyongyang would respond

military dialogue
with North Korea to
clarify border lines and
prevent clashes along
the tense DMZ.

swiftly and constructively to
the proposal, which aims to
reduce tensions and rebuild
military trust. He added that
Seoul is flexible regarding the
talks’ format, including venue
and schedule.

Since April 2023, North
Korea has deployed troops
near the MDL inside the De-
militarised Zone (DMZ) to
plant mines, install anti-tank
barriers, and reinforce barbed
wire fencing. Kim Jong-un

- . =

has previously declared that
South Korea is no longer a
partner but a hostile state,
deepening the security rift.

North Korean soldiers have
crossed the border around 10
times this year, including an in-
cident in October when two
armed soldiers briefly crossed
the line while attempting to pur-
sue a defector. South Korean
forces have responded by broad-
casting warnings and firing
warning shots in several cases.

One key issue is the deteri-
oration of MDL markers—in-
stalled in 1953 after the Kore-
an War armistice. Of the
roughly 1,300 original bound-
ary posts, only about one-
sixth remain clearly identifi-
able.

Sheikh Hasina gets death penalty'
for ‘crimes against humanity’

Tribunal rigged,

New Delhi: Ex-Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na responded fiercely after
being sentenced to death, in
absentia, by that country’s
International Crimes Tri-
bunal for “crimes against hu-
manity”. The verdict revealed
“the brazen and murderous
intent of extremist figures in
an unelected government”,
she said. Hasina also denied
all charges and criticised

the court for not giving her
Awami League Party and
herself a “fair chance to de-
fend themselves”. She also
accused the tribunal and its
members of bias.
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Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

8 1 3 7
6 7 1 2 8
8 4 5
7 5 8 6
4 3 1 8
2 8 6 5 7
7 2 3 5
8 2 5 1
5 3 7 1 9 4 2
s al1o]6|s|3]7]2
6 2|s|s]1|o]a]s Fill a 9x9 grid with

numbers so that
each row, column
and 3x3 section
contain all of the
digits between
1and9.

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT-BD) on
Monday sentenced deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
to death after finding her
guilty of alleged crimes
against humanity over her
government’s violent crack-
down on student-led protests
last year that led to the fall of
her Awami League govern-
ment.

The 78-year-old fugitive
politician was on trial in ab-
sentia for being the “master-
mind and principal architect”
behind last year’s suppression
of mass demonstrations, in
which some 1,400 people
were killed.

The three-member also de-
livered its judgment against
two of Hasina’s aides. It sen-
tenced former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan to death
for his involvement in the use
of deadly force against protest-
ers. Both Hasina and Khan fled
to India last year. A third sus-
pect, former police chief
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Ma-
mun, was sentenced to five
years in prison after becoming

a state witness against Hasina
and pleading guilty.

The former Bangladesh
prime minister was “found
guilty on three counts” of pre-
venting justice, ordering the
killing of protesters and fail-
ing to take measures to stop
punitive killings.

“We have decided to inflict
her with only one sentence --
that is, sentence of death,”
judge Golam Mortuza Mozu-
mder read to the packed court
in Dhaka. The tribunal, how-
ever, spared Al-Mamun from
the death penalty after he be-
came a state witness.

Tour operators,
authorities

under scrutiny

Two Hyder-
abad-based travel
operators, Flyzone
and Al Makkah Haj

and Umrah, arranged
the travel for the
pilgrims. Officials

are verifying wheth-
er adequate safe-

ty measures and
coordination were
maintained through-
out the journey. The
Telangana State Haj
Committee, although
not involved with pri-
vate operators, has
extended support to
the victims’ families.

Saddened by the tragic
accident involving a bus
carrying Indian pilgrims in
Saudi Arabia. My
condolences to the
families who have lost
their loved ones. The
Indian government is
closely coordinating with
Saudi authorities to
provide all necessary
support to the affected
families in this hour

of grief and ensure

that the injured

receive proper care.
—Rajnath Singh,

Defence Minister

My sincere condolences to
the bereaved families.
Pray for the speedy
recovery of those injured.
The Embassy in Riyadh
and the Consulate in
Jeddah are providing full
support to Indian
nationals and their
families.

—Dr S Jaishankar,
External Affairs Minister

45 Umrah pilgrims from
T’gana charred to death Saudi

© Continued from page 1

Repatriation of
bodies: Priority
for officials

Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi has urged the Ministry
of External Affairs for imme-
diate repatriation of the bod-
ies, calling it the “top priority.”
He confirmed speaking to
both the Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion and the Consul General
to expedite formalities.

At least 1family
member of victims to
be sent to Saudi: Min

Hyderabad: Telangana
Minister for Public Enter-
prises and Minority Welfare,
Mohammed Azharuddin,
on Monday said the gov-
ernment will ensure that at
least one family member of
the victims is sent to Saudi
Arabia. Azar said he is mon-
itoring the situation and
the government will ensure
that at least one member
is sent. “l have received
information that the bodies
have been charred beyond
recognition. A DNA test is
also likely to be conducted
to identify the victims,” he
said. The government has
issued a helpline number,
besides opening a control
room at Haj House to
provide information to
families of the victims,

the Minister said.

/3 Majoraccidents

Risk of transport

Transporting worshippers
around Saudi Arabia’s holy
sites has frequently proven
dangerous, particularly
during the Hajj, when roads
can be chaotic with buses
creating interminable traffic
jams. Millions of people
from across the world visit
Saudi Arabia for the Umrah
pilgrimage, which happens
outside of the Hajj period.
There have been numerous
incidents during the Hajj, the
Muslim pilgrimage to the
cities of Mecca and Medina,
that have caused loss of life.

= November 17,2025: A
bus transporting Indian
Hajj pilgrims from Mec-
ca to Medina collided
with an oil tanker about
25 km from Medina,
resulting 45 fatalities.

= March 2023: A bus fer-
rying pilgrims to the holy
city of Mecca burst into
flames after ramming

a bridge due to a brake
failure near Medina,
killing 20 people of dif-
ferent nationalities and
injuring more than two
dozen others.

= October 2019: Some
35 foreigners were killed
and four others injured
when a bus collided
with another heavy
vehicle near Medina.

= 2015: A stampede
near the Jamarat area
in Mecca killed 14 Indian
pilgrims, including a
volunteer.

= 2008: Seven people,
including one Indian,
were killed when a bus
collided with a fuel
tanker near Riyadh. The
victims were on their way
home from Medina with
a Bahraini tour group.

Minister Seth Holds Bilateral Talks at Dubai Air Show 2025

DUBAI

Minister of State for Defence
Sanjay Seth met his UAE
counterpart Mohammed
Mubarak Al Mazrouei on
Monday, reinforcing India’s
commitment to expanding de-
fence cooperation with the
United Arab Emirates. The
meeting took place on the
sidelines of the Dubai Air
Show 2025, where both lead-
ers underlined stronger en-
gagement through institution-
al frameworks, defence exhi-
bitions, and enhanced training
collaboration.

Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri
Sanjay Seth held a bilateral

meeting with his UAE coun-
terpart Mohammed Mubarak
Al Mazrouei, on the sidelines
of the Dubai Air Show 2025,
the Defence Ministry an-
nounced in a post on X. He
underlined stronger engage-
ment through institutional

mechanisms, defence exhibi-
tions, training cooperation
and encouraged exploring
joint research, co-develop-
ment and co-production for
deeper defence ties.

As part of his engagements,
Seth inaugurated the BRAH-

MOS stall at the exhibition
and interacted with 15 iDEX
winners showcasing next-gen-
eration aerospace and defence
innovations inside the Vista
Startup Zone. The BRAH-
MOS supersonic cruise mis-
sile drew significant attention,
noted for its deployment ver-
satility across ships, subma-
rines, mobile platforms, and
aircraft, and its precision ca-
pability against both land and
maritime targets.

The Indian Consulate in
Dubai highlighted the mis-
sile’s presence as a major at-
traction, underscoring India’s
growing indigenous defence
capabilities. Earlier, the min-

ister also inaugurated the In-
dia Pavilion, which features
indigenous fighter jet technol-
ogies, advanced startups, and
aerospace innovation under
the national vision of achiev-
ing self-reliance in defence
manufacturing.

Sanjay Seth is leading a
high-level Indian delegation
comprising senior officials
from the Defence Ministry,
Defence Production, External
Affairs, and the Armed
Forces. The visit marks a
continued effort to foster stra-
tegic partnerships and
expand defence industrial co-
operation between India and
the UAE.




Truckers strike halt
coal movement from
(CL mines

Chatra
Road transportation of
coal from Central Coal-
fields Limited’s (CCL) Am-
rapali and Chandragupta
projects in Jharkhand’s
Chatra district has re-
mained suspended for
seven consecutive days,
as truck operators contin-
ue an indefinite strike pro-
testing alleged police ex-
tortion. The strike, which
began on November 12,
has brought coal move-
ment to a standstill, caus-
ing substantial daily reve-
nue losses to CCL and the
state exchequer. Officials
warn that if the deadlock
persists, several NTPC-run
thermal power plants
could face imminent fuel
shortages. Transporters
allege that police person-
nel stationed along the
Tandwa-Simaria road,
particularly in the
Khadhaiya area, demand
between Rs 5,000 and Rs
10,000 from each truck.

India’s labour force
participation raterises
inOct

New Delhi
Increasing trend in overall
Labour Force Participa-
tion Rate (LFPR) for per-
sons of age 15 years and
above, indicating an in-
crease in employment,
continued for the fourth
monthin a row to touch
6-month high level of
55.4 per cent in October,
according to a statement
issued by the Ministry of
Statistics on Monday.
Participation of female in
labour force observed
consistent increase for
the past four months for
persons aged 15 years
and above. This sustained
growth inrural female
participation signals
strengthening economic
inclusion in the economy.

Your export crisis is
self-inflicted: World
Bank warns Pak

New Delhi
The World Bank has is-
sued a strong advisory to
Pakistan, warning that
the country’s export crisis
is no longer a temporary
problem but the result of
deep, long-standing
structural flaws. In its lat-
est assessment, the Bank
says Pakistan’s weak ex-
ports are caused by in-
consistent policies, dis-
torted markets and a con-
stant failure to reform, ac-
cording to a report by The
News International. It urg-
es the government to
adopt a market-based
exchange rate, cut high
energy and input costs,
and overhaul trade agree-
ments that have brought
little benefit. According to
the report, Pakistan’s ex-
port performance has
sharply declined over
the decades.
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India and Japan explore major

energy partnership in Tokyo

India and Japan are strengthening energy cooperation through
new investments and policy-driven growth in the Indo-Pacific region

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Hardeep
Singh Puri, held a high-level
roundtable with Japan’s lead-
ing industry representatives in
Tokyo on Monday, focusing
on expanding Indo-Japanese
collaboration across the entire
energy value chain. The dis-
cussion emphasized the shared
goal of securing energy stabil-
ity and supporting sustainable
growth in the Indo-Pacific, a
region critical to the global
economy.

Puri highlighted that India’s
expanding energy infrastruc-
ture, driven by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
presents unprecedented oppor-
tunities for international part-
nerships. India is currently

opening investment avenues
worth more than $500 billion
across key segments such as
exploration and production
(E&P), liquefied natural gas
(LNG), city gas distribution,
hydrogen, new fuels, and ship-
ping. This vast scale of devel-
opment is backed by a young
workforce, structural reforms,
and a business environment
that encourages global partici-
pation. He noted that Japan’s
cutting-edge technology and

leadership in green innovation
perfectly align with India’s
growth-focused approach and
the vision to Make in India for
the World. The minister also
underscored India’s liberalized
policies, including 100 per
cent foreign direct investment
(FDI), transparent bidding pro-
cesses, and year-round explo-
ration licensing, which togeth-
er create a predictable and in-
vestor-friendly business envi-
ronment. India’s six major oil

and gas public sector under-
takings (PSUs) recorded com-
bined revenues of approxi-
mately $315 billion in FY
2024-25, accounting for
around 8 per cent of the na-
tion’s GDP. Puri described this
scale as evidence of India’s
role as a global energy anchor
and a reliable partner for Japa-
nese investors and technology
providers.

Earlier this month, Puri reit-
erated that India is charting its
own energy path from the
sands of Rajasthan to the sea
depths of the KG Basin. With
1 million sq km of offshore
area now open for exploration
and 99 per cent of ‘No-Go’ ar-
eas cleared, India is accelerat-
ing its search for new energy
reserves and technological
advancement through interna-
tional collaboration.

Piyush Goyal launches new innovation initiative to strengthen deep-tech,
promote sustainability, and accelerate circular economy solutions in plastics

Goyal launches ‘Startup Search
Initiative’ to boost sustainability

NEW DELHI

Union Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s dedication to fos-
tering India’s deep-tech eco-
system, easing business oper-
ations, reducing regulatory
burdens, and encouraging in-
novation. He was speaking at
the launch of the ‘Startup
Search Initiative,” a joint ef-
fort by IIM Calcutta Innova-
tion Park (ITMCIP) and Plas-
tIndia Foundation, designed
to support pioneering startups
in the plastics sector.

The launch event, held si-
multaneously in New Delhi,
Kolkata, and Mumbai,
marked a major step toward
advancing India’s sustainabil-
ity and innovation goals.
Goyal emphasized the im-
portance of technol- =
ogy and entrepre-
neurship in re-
shaping the
plastics indus-
try, particularly

o,

in achieving India’s vision of
100 per cent reuse and recy-
cling of plastic waste.

The government is commit-
ted to strengthening India's
deep-tech ecosystem, enhanc-
ing ease of doing business,
reducing compliance burden,
and promoting innovation and
entrepreneurship, Goyal said.
He expressed confidence that
this initiative would acceler-
ate the transition of the plas-
tics industry toward environ-
mentally responsible and cir-
cular practices, in alignment
with global sustainability
benchmarks.

The Startup
Search Initia-
tive aims to
Y identify
- Q..\j high-poten-
.« tial innova-
. tors and con-
" nect them with
investors, indus-
try experts,
» and funding
opportuni-
ties. The

program will prioritize start-
ups working in areas such as
plastic waste recycling, alter-
native materials, circular
economy models, and ener-
gy-efficient processes.

Selected startups will also
gain the opportunity to pres-
ent their solutions at PLAS-
TINDIA 2026, one of the
largest plastics exhibitions in
the country, scheduled for
next February in New Delhi
under the theme Bharat Next.
This platform is expected to
provide innovators a global
stage to showcase cut-
ting-edge technologies and
sustainable strategies.

Ravish Kamath, President
of PlastIndia Foundation, not-
ed that partnering with [IM
Calcutta would enable the
identification of innovative
solutions through a nation-
wide startup challenge. The
initiative, he said, represents
a crucial step toward support-
ing both environmental goals
and industrial transformation
in India’s plastics sector.

CBDT chief confident of achieving
Z25.2 lakh crore tax collection

NEW DELHI

Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) Chairman Ravi
Agrawal on Monday ex-
pressed hope to meet the in-
come tax collection target of
Rs 25.20 lakh crore by the end
of the current financial year
(FY26). Speaking on the side-
lines of the India International
Trade Fair (IITF) here, Agarw-
al stated direct tax mop-up is
growing at 6.99 per cent as
compared to last year, which is
an encouraging trend. And
we're hoping that we can reach
the goals by the end of the
year. The response from tax-
payers has also been good, he
added. Due to slower refunds
and increased corporate tax

mop-up, net direct tax collec-
tion increased 6.99 per cent
from April 1 to November 10
of this fiscal year to over Rs
12.92 lakh crore. Up until No-
vember 10, refunds fell 18 per
cent to more than Rs
2.42 lakh crore. He
added that the deadline
for submitting audit
returns for the 2024—
2025 fiscal year has
been extended and
that there are still two
advance tax instalments due
for the current fiscal year. The
CBDT chief stated that by De-
cember 10, we could be able
to catch up. Earlier CBDT data
showed that India's net direct
tax collection recorded 9.18
per cent growth to cross Rs

10.82 lakh crore till Septem-
ber 17 this fiscal compared to
the same period of the previ-
ous financial year, as there
was a sharp decline of 23.87
per cent in refunds. Of the to-
tal amount, non-corporate
tax revenue grew by
13.67 per cent to Rs
5.83 lakh crore during
the period. The tax is
paid by a specific set
of entities that are not
registered as companies
under the Companies Act. Net
corporate tax collections grew
by 4.93 per cent to Rs 4.72
lakh crore, while securities
transactions tax (STT) in-
creased marginally by 0.57 per
cent to Rs 26,305.72 crore, ac-
cording to the official figures.

EPFO is ensuring PF services
to all with speed: Dr Mansukh

NEW DELHI

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has
transformed from manual pro-
cesses to seamless digital plat-
forms, ensuring that provident
fund services reach every
worker -- formal or gig, urban
or rural -- with equal speed
and dignity, Union Minister
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya said
on Monday. He highlighted
that EPFO has long served as
a pillar of financial security for
crores of workers across the
country.

The minister observed that
in the past year, EPFO has un-

dertaken decisive steps to
strengthen its digital ecosys-
tem. The upgraded unified
portal, revamped EPFO web-
site, simplified claims process-
es, real-time grievance redres-
sal, paperless onboarding, and
doorstep support for pension-
ers through Digital Life Certif-
icates (DLCs) have collective-
ly enhanced the citizen experi-
ence, he noted.

The EPFO, for the very first
time, organised its state-of-the-
art pavilion at the India Inter-
national Trade Fair (IITF)
2025 at Bharat Mandapam
here, which was formally in-
augurated by Dr Mandaviya.

By 2027, AT will

create more jobs

than it destroys:
Report

HYDERABAD

Artificial intelligence is ex-
pected to transform the global
workforce in the coming
years as by 2027 Al will cre-
ate more jobs than it elimi-
nates, a new report said on
Monday. The data compiled
by Gartner suggests that the
impact will be more positive
than many fear -- marking a
shift from concerns about job
losses to a focus on workforce
transformation.

The insights were shared at
the Gartner IT Symposium/
Xpo 2025, taking place in Ko-
chi, where analysts addressed
over 1,100 CIOs and IT lead-
ers. Gartner said that while Al
will automate many low-com-
plexity tasks, it will also open
doors to new roles and entire-
ly new skill sets. The report
stressed that the real chal-
lenge is not just Al readiness
but human readiness -- ensur-
ing employees have the abili-
ty and mindset to work effec-
tively with AL

Gartner’s July 2025 survey
of more than 700 CIOs
showed that by 2030, IT work
will be deeply integrated with
Al 10s expect that no IT task
will be done entirely by hu-
mans, 75 per cent will involve
humans working with Al, and
25 per cent will be handled by
Al alone. Analysts noted that
few organisations are current-
ly preparing their workforce
for this shift. Arun Chan-
drasekaran, Distinguished VP
Analyst at Gartner, said com-
panies should begin reshaping
their workforces now. He ex-
plained that instead of job
cuts, organisations should
limit new hiring in routine
roles and shift existing talent
toward emerging.
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Air India resumes
Delhi-Shanghai
flights after 6 years

NEW DELHI

Air India on Monday an-
nounced the resumption of
non-stop flights between New
Delhi and Shanghai starting
February 1, 2026, marking
the airline’s long-awaited re-
turn to mainland China after
nearly six years. The move
follows recent diplomatic
breakthroughs between India
and China, enabling air links
that were suspended in early
2020 due to the pandemic.
Subject to regulatory approv-
als, the airline also intends to
launch non-stop flights be-
tween Mumbai and
Shanghai in 2026, fur-
ther expanding its in-
ternational network.

The Delhi—Shang-
hai route will operate
four times a week using
Air India’s Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner, which offers 18
flat-bed seats in Business
Class and 238 seats in Econ-
omy Class. Shanghai be-
comes the 48th international
destination served by the Air
India group, which continues
to fly more international pas-
sengers than any other Indian
carrier.

Campbell Wilson, Air In-
dia’s CEO & Managing Di-
rector, described the reinstat-
ed service as a symbol of re-
newed connectivity between
two historic nations. The re-
sumption of our Delhi-Shang-
hai services is more than a

Air India restores direct
Delhi-Shanghai flights,
strengthening India-
China connectivity for
business, education,
healthcare, and cultural
exchanges.

route launch. It is a bridge
between two great, ancient
civilisations and modern eco-
nomic powerhouses, he said.
Wilson added that the flights
would support opportunities
across sectors including busi-
ness, trade, healthcare, educa-
tion, and culture, backed by
Air India’s signature In-
dian hospitality.

Air India first began
flying nonstop to
mainland China in
October 2000. The re-

instated service is ex-
pected to significantly en-
hance bilateral movement,
especially in fast-growing
sectors like pharmaceuticals,
technology, and higher educa-
tion. Bookings for the Delhi—
Shanghai service are now
open across all channels, the
airline confirmed.
Meanwhile, IndiGo has also
expanded its China opera-
tions, launching daily non-
stop flights between Delhi
and Guangzhou. IndiGo CEO
Pieter Elbers said the new
route strengthens the airline’s
footprint in China after the
successful revival of its Kol-
kata—Guangzhou service.

Adani Foundation, Adani
Electricity celebrate Children’s Day

NEW DELHI

The Adani Foundation, sup-
ported by Adani Electricity,
recently celebrated Chil-
dren’s Day with over one
lakh students from schools
in Mumbai. Under Project
‘Utthan’, Adani Foundation
and Adani Electricity cele-
brated the day under the
theme ‘Bachpan Ka Utsav’
on November 14, across 25
wards, 900+ schools, and
over one lakh students in
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) schools
in Mumbai, according to an
official statement. As per
the theme ‘Bachpan Ka
Utsav’, schools came alive
with joyful learning experi-
ences: fun games hour, tal-
ent shows with songs,
dance, and mimicry, and a
special ‘teachers as stu-
dents’ role play where
teachers and principals be-
came learners for a day.
Children also enjoyed
drawing, painting, brain
teasers, thumb painting,
and relay games. The cele-
brations boosted confi-
dence, enabled teamwork,
and fostered emotional
bonding among students,
reflecting the National Ed-

ucation Policy's (NEP)
2020 vision of play-based,
activity-oriented learning in
the foundational years.
Project Utthan is a flagship
education initiative of the
Adani Foundation, imple-
mented in partnership with
Adani Electricity Mumbai
Limited (AEML). The proj-
ect aims to strengthen foun-
dational learning outcomes
and improve the overall
quality of education in
BMC schools. Launched
with the vision of enabling
every child to learn with
confidence, joy, and curios-
ity, Project Utthan focuses
on enhancing foundational
literacy and numeracy
(FLN) skills. It also pro-
vides experiential and ac-
tivity-based learning oppor-
tunities; supports teachers
through capacity-building
and modern paedagogical
tools; creates a positive, in-
clusive, and engaging
school environment; and
aligns classroom practices
with the objectives of the
NEP 2020. Project Utthan
operates across 25 wards of
Mumbai, covering more
than 900 BMC schools and
reaching more than 1 lakh
students annually.

Govt warns mobile mdustrles against IMEI tampering

MUMBAI

The Government of India on
Monday issued a stern adviso-
ry to mobile handset manu-
facturers, importers, brand
owners, and resellers, stress-
ing strict adherence to manda-
tory International Mobile
Equipment Identity (IMEI)
registration and warning of
serious legal action against
any form of IMEI tampering.
The caution comes from the
Department of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT), which reiterat-
ed that the recently enacted
Telecommunications Act,
2023 introduces stringent pro-

visions to protect telecom se-
curity and curb the circulation
of counterfeit and tampered
devices. According to the
DoT, Section 42(3)(c) of the
Act explicitly prohibits tam-
pering with telecommunica-

tion identifiers, including
IMEI numbers. Further, Sec-
tion 42(3)(f) makes it an of-
fence to willfully possess any
device—such as mobile
phones, modems, modules, or
SIM boxes—knowing that it

carries unauthorized or al-
tered identifiers. Violators
face harsh penalties, including
imprisonment for up to three
years, fines reaching 350
lakh, or both. The offences
are classified as cognizable
and non-bailable under Sec-
tion 42(7), meaning arrests
can be made without a war-
rant. Those aiding or abetting
such crimes are subject to the
same punishment under Sec-
tion 42(6). To strengthen dig-
ital security, the Telecom Cy-
ber Security Rules, 2024
mandate that all manufactur-
ers register IMEI numbers of
every device—whether for

sale, testing, research, or de-
Velopment—on the Device
Setu (ICDR) portal before
their first commercial use.
Importers must do the same
before bringing any
IMEI-bearing equipment into
the country. The government
emphasized that telecommu-
nication devices form the
backbone of India’s rapidly
expanding digital ecosystem.
Ensuring secure, authentic,
and traceable IMEI records is
essential not just for consum-
er safety, but also for national
security, crime prevention,
and maintaining trust in In-
dia’s telecom infrastructure.




wishes for
. alonger
i weekend day

ollywood star Kajol once again
Bmade her fans smile with a

light-hearted post on Instagram.
[ B Known for her funny and relatable
thoughts, she joked that there should be an
extra day between Sunday and Monday. In
her Instagram story, she shared a note that
read, “There should be a day between
Sunday and Monday called ‘Hang on a
second’.” Many fans instantly agreed with
her wish for a little more time before the
busy week starts. Kajol often posts cheer-
ful and quirky messages on social media,
along with warm moments from her fam-
ily life. Recently, on Children’s Day, she
shared photos of her kids, Nysa and Yug,
and wrote a humorous message about par-
enting. She said raising children can be a
lot of work, but also the most rewarding
feeling, adding jokingly that kids should
“shrink after 8 pm.”

Her husband, actor Ajay Devgn, also
shared his Children’s Day greetings with
a sweet picture of their children on a boat
trip. He wrote that sometimes he wonders
whether he’s their father or they are his,
showing his playful bond with them.

On the work front, Kajol is currently
hosting her talk show Two Much With Ka-
jol and Twinkle. She will soon be seen in
the upcoming film Maharagni: Queen of
Queens, directed by Charan Tej Uppalapa-
ti and featuring a strong ensemble cast. The
release date will be announced later.

A

RASHA
THADANI

begins exciting
%ugu journey

R?sha Thadani, daughter of Bol-
ywood actress Raveena Tandon,
is set to make her debut in Telugu
cinema. After receiving widespread
attention for her expressive perfor-
mance in the song “Uyi Amma”
from her Bollywood debut
Azaad, she quickly became a
popular face online. Now,
she is ready to take her first
step into the South Indian
film industry. Rasha has
signed her first Telugu film
opposite Jaya Krishna
Ghattamaneni, grandson of
legendary actor Krishna
and nephew of superstar
Mahesh Babu. She will be
seen as the main female
lead, and the collaboration
has already created excite-
ment among fans.

The film is presented by
Ashwini Dutt of Vyjayanthi
Movies and produced by P.
Kiran under the Chandamama
Kathalu banner, with director
Ajay Bhupathi leading the
project. Said to be an intense
love drama
set against
rugged hill
landscapes, the
movie promis-
es strong emo-
tions and strik-
ing visuals.

Regular
shooting begins
later this month,
with the title to
be announced
soon.

4

Balakrishna's hew song set for rand launch

he excitement around
Akhanda 2 is growing fast
as actor Nandamuri Balakrish-
na teams up once again with
director Boyapati Sreenu. Af-
ter the first film became a
massive hit, fans have been
eagerly waiting to see what
the sequel brings. The team
has already released the teaser
and the first song, and now all
eyes are on the second single,
“Jajikaya Jajikaya.”
This new track is said to be
a romantic dance number fea-
turing a younger-looking Bal-
akrishna alongside actress
Samyuktha. Fans are especial-
ly curious because the first
single received a mixed re-
sponse. The makers seem con-
fident, though, and are plan-
ning a special launch event.

Tom Cruise’s emotional Oscar speech

work and dedication. His
voice softened as he ex- _
plained why he has stayed &8
committed to cinema for
more than 40 years.

“The cinema takes me
around the world,” Cruise
said emotionally. “It
helps me appreci-
ate our differenc-
es and shows me
our shared hu-
manity. In a
theatre, we
laugh togeth-
er, we feel
together, we
hope together

Tom Cruise delivered an
emotional and heartfelt
speech as he accepted his
Honorary Oscar at the Gov-
ernors Awards. The award
was presented to him by
filmmaker Alejandro G.
Ifarritu, who is directing
Cruise in an upcoming film
set for release in October
2026.

Cruise began by thanking
the thousands of people
who work behind the scenes
in the film industry — writ-
ers, crew members, artists,
and technicians — ac-
knowledging their hard

Dhruv’s Bison roars onto OTT soon

hruv Vikram’s film Bison Kaalamaadan, di-

rected by Mari Selvaraj, is set to make its
digital debut after a mixed theatrical journey. The
movie released on October 17, 2025, and while
it performed well in Tamil Nadu, the response in
the Telugu states was fairly average. Still, the
film managed to gain attention for its unique sto-
rytelling and strong performances.

POOJA HEGDE

shines again with
strong comeback

ooja Hegde, who faced a
tough phase in her career
over the last two years, says
2025 has finally brought her
the success and confidence
she was waiting for. With no
releases in 2024 and a
box-office failure in 2023,
many felt her career had
slowed down. But this
year proved to be a turn-
ing point. Pooja appeared
\, With Suriya in Retro.
S Although the film
N didn’t do well com-
. mercially, her spe-
cial song in Ra-
jinikanth’s
i, Coolie be-
. came a
& huge

b, hit.

The track went viral and
kept her trending for
months, helping her regain
popularity and industry at-
tention. In total, she had
three releases in 2025 and is
now preparing for the re-
lease of Vijay’s Jana Nay-
akudu in January 2026. She
also has two more projects
lined up, including a Telugu
film currently being shot.
With a packed schedule
once again, Pooja has
stepped firmly back into the
spotlight. Looking back at
her journey, Pooja said the
year has been creatively re-
freshing. “It has been a very
satisfying year from a cre-
ative point of view, with the
kind of reception and love I
received for my performanc-
es, especially my role in
Retro. And the Monica song
turning into a rage added to
that. It has been creatively
fulfilling,” she told Travel +
Leisure Magazine.

— that is the power of this
~._ art form. Making
@ films is not what |

do, it is who I am.”

He also shared

7 the childhood mem-

ory that shaped his

life: sitting in a

Now, Bison is gearing up for a much wider reach.
Netflix has officially announced that the film will
start streaming on November 21, 2025. Unlike its
theatrical release, which was largely limited to Tam-
il and Telugu, the OTT launch will include Hindi,
Kannada, and Malayalam versions as well. This
multilingual release is expected to help the film
connect with a bigger and more diverse audience.

ment, he said, “opened my
imagination far beyond the
boundaries of my life,” and
he has been chasing that
magic ever since.

Cruise, who already had
four Oscar nominations, fi-
nally joined the league of
Hollywood legends with
this honour. The evening
also celebrated Debbie Al-
len, Wynn Thomas, and
Dolly Parton. Stars like Jen-
nifer Lawrence, Leonardo
DiCaprio, Sydney Sweeney
and Dwayne Johnson at-
tended the warm, star-stud-
ded event.

dark theatre
and watch-
ing a single
beam of
light fill
the screen
with end-
less possi-
bilities.
That mo-

Coogler confirms
Black Panther 3
project

Hollywood filmmaker Ryan Coogler has
officially confirmed that his next film will
be Black Panther 3. Speaking at an event,
Coogler told Deadline that his team is “work-
ing on it hard,” making it clear that the
much-awaited sequel is now in active develop-
ment. The film will complete the trilogy that
began with the late Chadwick Boseman’s icon-
ic performance as T’Challa in 2018.

Last year, actor Denzel i
Washington hinted that he
was in talks for a role in
the upcoming film.
Coogler has openly ex-
pressed his wish to work
with the legendary actor.
He said he has “every in-
tention” of bringing Wash-
ington on board, calling
him a mentor and a major inspiration. He
shared that if Washington remains interested,
the collaboration will definitely happen.

Chadwick Boseman, whose portrayal of
T’Challa won hearts across the world, also
played the role in Captain America: Civil War
(2016), Avengers: Infinity War (2018), and
Avengers: Endgame (2019). Even five years
after his passing, Boseman continues to be cel-
ebrated for his talent and impact.

In his honour, Boseman will receive a post-
humous star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
on November 20. Ryan Coogler and actress
Viola Davis, who worked with Boseman in Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom, will speak at the cer-
emony. His wife, Simone Ledward-Boseman,
will accept the award on his behalf, marking a
touching tribute to the beloved actor.

The song will be unveiled at
the famous Jagadamba The-
atre in Vizag at 5 PM on No-
vember 18. A good crowd is
expected, and the makers hope
the song will create strong
buzz ahead of the film’s re-
lease. Whether it lives up to
expectations will be known
once the crowd reactions start
pouring in.

Aadi Pinisetty plays the vil-
lain in this 14 Reels Plus pro-
duction, while Thaman is
composing the music. The
movie is set to hit theatres on
December 5, 2025. It will re-
lease in multiple languages,
and a 3D version is also
planned, adding more excite-
ment among fans who are
waiting to experience Akhan-
da 2 in a bigger way.

Nora Fatehi

slams rumours
linking her to raves

Actor Nora Fatehi has
strongly denied reports
linking her to drug-fuelled
rave parties allegedly con-
nected to underworld figure
Dawood Ibrahim. Calling
the claims “lies,” she said
she was being used as an
“easy target” once again.
Nora reacted on Insta-
gram Stories on Sunday,
saying she does not attend
parties at all. “I’m constant-
ly on flights. I'm a worka-
holic with no personal life.
\ On my off days, I’'m at

—

home, on a beach in Dubai,
or with my school friends,”
she wrote. She added that
she spends all her time
working on her dreams and
has no connection to the

people mentioned in the re-
| ports.

The actor urged fans not
to trust the rumours. “Don’t
| believe anything you read!
My name is an easy target.
You tried to destroy me
with lies once before and it
didn’t work,” she said, re-
calling how she stayed si-
lent when earlier attempts
were made to smear her
reputation.

Nora ended her note by
warning against using her
name or image for unrelat-
ed controversies. “Please
refrain from using my
§ name and image in situa-

tions that have absolutely
- nothing to do with me. This
will come with a heavy
price!” she wrote.

o
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Sinner Retains ATP Finals Crown
with Win over Rival Alcaraz

Sinner capped a dramatlc year by defeating Alcaraz to defend his ATP Finals title

TURIN

Jannik Sinner retained his
ATP Finals crown, overcom-
ing great rival Carlos Alcaraz
7-6 (7/4), 7-5 in a gripping
championship match that
electrified Turin. The Italian
star, buoyed by a roaring
home crowd, closed his sea-
son with another milestone,
adding the prestigious
year-ending title to his Aus-
tralian Open and Wimbledon
triumphs.

The 24-year-old’s victory
also marked a powerful come-
back from his three-month
ban earlier in the year, im-
posed despite WADA accept-
ing that his clostebol contam-
ination had been accidental.
With Sunday’s result, Sinner
extended his astonishing in-

door hard-court winning
streak to 31 matches, dating
back to the 2023 final he lost
to Novak Djokovic at the
same venue.

Four more wins would
draw him level with Djokov-
ic’s 35-match run, still well
behind John McEnroe’s all-

time record of 47, but the
form Sinner displayed this
week suggests he is far from
finished.

Both finalists had marched
into the showdown, but the
title clash demanded far more
grit. The opening set stayed
on serve until a tense tie-

break in which Sinner seized
control with a deft lob before
sealing it with a booming
serve.

The second set began poor-
ly for Sinner, who gifted Al-
caraz a break with consecu-
tive double faults—his first
lost service game of the tour-
nament. But he rallied, break-
ing back in the sixth game as
the arena erupted once more.

Alcaraz, equally relentless,
pushed Sinner deep into rallies,
yet the Italian refused to yield.
The contest ended with Alcaraz
sending a backhand wide on
championship point, prompting
Sinner to collapse in elation be-
fore celebrating with his family
in the stands. It was the finale
Turin had hoped for—and the
champion Italy had dreamed of
witnessing again.

Haaland Inspires
Norway to 4-1
Win Over Italy,
Secures WC Spot

MILAN

Norway booked their place at
the 2026 FIFA World Cup after
a commanding 4-1 victory over
Italy at a drenched San Siro,
ending a 28-year absence from
football’s biggest stage. Erling
Haaland, who has scored 16
goals in qualifying, struck
twice in quick succession in the
78th and 79th minutes to seal
the win and cap a perfect cam-
paign with 24 points from eight
Group I matches.

Italy had initially taken the
lead through Pio Esposito in
the 11th minute, but Antonio
Nusa’s thunderous equaliser in
the 63rd minute shifted mo-
mentum decisively to Norway.
Jorgen Strand Larsen added a
brilliant solo goal in stoppage
time to complete the rout.
Coach Stale Solbakken hailed
his team’s dominant campaign
but remained cautious about
their World Cup prospects. Ita-
ly, six points behind Norway,
must now navigate the play-
offs in March.

VALENCIA

Marco Bezzecchi powered
to victory at the Valencia
Grand Prix, delivering a
commanding lights-to-flag
performance to secure April-
ia’s first consecutive Mo-
toGP wins. The Italian re-
peated his heroics from
last weekend’s Portu-
guese GP, celebrat-
ing with a
cheeky
knee-down
tribute to
his bike
after cross-
ing the line.
Raul Fernan-
dez of Trackhouse
completed an
Aprilia one-two fin-
ish, while Fabio Di Gi-
annantonio of VR46 Racing
overtook KTM’s Pedro Acos-

Harbhajan Singh says overly bowler-friendly home
pitches are harming India’s cricketing growth

‘They’ve Completely Destroyed
Test Cricket’: Harbhajan Singh

NEW DELHI

Former India off-spinner Har-
bhajan Singh has launched a
sharp critique of underpre-
pared and excessively bowl-
er-dominated home pitches,
calling them a “destruction of
Test cricket” after India’s 30-
run defeat to South Africa on
a treacherous Eden Gardens
surface. The match ended in-
side three days, with India
collapsing while chasing 4
just 124 in the opening
Test of the two-match
series.

Speaking on his You-
Tube channel, Singh
said such pitches
prevent genuine
player develop-
ment and create
a misleading
sense of prog-
ress. “They
have com-
pletely de-

stroyed Test cricket. Rest in
peace, Test cricket,” he said,
stressing that this trend has
persisted for several years.
He argued that India’s con-
tinued success at home has
masked the underlying issue.
“No one talks about it be-
cause the team is winning,
someone is taking wickets,
someone is becoming great by
taking those wickets. So ev-
eryone feels everything is
going well. But this
practice has been going
7 on for many years, and
' 1 feel it is the wrong
way of playing.”
I Harbhajan,
who took 13
wickets at the
same venue
during In-
dia’s iconic
2001 victo-
ry over
Australia,
said that

' Bezzecchi Wins Valencia GP, Gives Aprilia MotoGP Victories

ta late in the race to maintain
Ducati’s podium streak. The
season finale marked Mo-
toGP’s return to Circuit Ricar-
do Tormo after 2024’s cancel-
lation due to devastating
floods in the region.
Bezzecchi admitted Fer-
nandez made the win chal-
lenging: “He was super-fast,
getting closer lap by lap, so
it was tough. But very happy
with the team’s work.” Dra-
ma unfolded in the warm-
. up lap as Franco Morbidel-
Ii collided with Aleix
Espargaro, fracturing
» his hand and retir-
ing before the
3 race started.
Polesitter
Bezzecchi
had a flaw-
less start,
while
Ducati’s

turning tracks do little to help
either batsmen or bowlers
evolve. “You are just going
around in circles like an ox
tied to a mill. You are win-
ning, but there is no real ben-
efit. As a cricketer, you are
not growing.”

He added that drastically
spin-friendly conditions make
even competent batsmen ap-
pear inadequate. “What dif-
ference remains between a
capable bowler and a capable
batsman if the conditions are
so favourable that people are
getting out because of the
pitch, not because of skill?”

Calling for introspection,
Singh urged administrators
and curators to rethink pitch
preparation to preserve the
integrity of Test cricket and
ensure balanced contests. In-
dia and South Africa will now
head to Guwahati for the sec-
ond and final Test starting
November 22.

Francesco Bagnaia crashed
early, ending a disappointing
season with five consecutive
retirements. Former champion
Jorge Martin, returning after
injury, was withdrawn mid-
race as a precaution.

As the laps progressed, Di
Giannantonio executed a late
move on Acosta to claim
third, showcasing superb tyre
management and racecraft.
“After half the race I got my
rhythm again, saved the tyres,
and fought hard for third. It
was amazing,” he said.

With this win, Bezzecchi
closes the season on a high,
while Aprilia looks poised to
carry momentum into 2026
testing. The Italian’s 2025
campaign now includes back-
to-back victories, highlight-
ing his dominance on the fi-
nal two rounds of the cham-
pionship.
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Indians Must Risk Losmg
to Succeed: Freddie Spencer

COIMBATORE

Three-time MotoGP world
champion Freddie Spencer
believes India’s aspiring mo-
torcycle racers must be will-
ing to “risk losing” if they
hope to succeed on the glob-
al stage. Speaking after the
conclusion of the JK
Tyre-powered Continental
GT650 Cup at Coimbatore’s
Kari Motor Speedway,
Spencer said Indian riders
often hesitate during crucial
selection stages, limiting
their growth.

Spencer, who dominated
the sport in the 1980s and
now works closely with
Royal Enfield’s racing pro-
gramme, stressed that effort
and resilience are essential.
“You have to make the effort
to try. You must accept that
success requires pushing be-
yond what you think is pos-

sible,” he said. Spencer has
been mentoring Indian riders
through the Royal Enfield
Track School for four years.

India’s presence in Mo-
toGP remains minimal, with
only S. Sarath Kumar and
K.Y. Ahamed having made
brief appearances. Spencer
believes reinstating the Indi-
an Grand Prix could spark
wider interest. Recalling the
2023 event, he praised the
Buddh International Circuit
and said global visibility
could inspire local participa-
tion. “A championship at
that level reaches the gener-
al public and creates interest
in racing locally,” he noted.

Despite the challenges,
Spencer is upbeat about
emerging talent. “These rid-
ers have the potential to
compete abroad. Royal En-
field’s support gives them a
pathway,” he said.

In the national racing
championship on Sunday,
Bengaluru’s Dhruvh Goswa-
mi clinched the LGB For-
mula 4 title after winning
both weekend races, over-
turning a deficit to beat lead-
er Diljith T.S. Provisional
winners were announced
across categories, including
Levitas Cup, Novice Cup
and the RE Continental GT
Cup, where Anish Shetty
and Bryan Nicholas took top
honours.

Spencer’s message, how-
ever, remained clear: India
can rise in global racing—
but only if its riders dare to
chase greatness fearlessly.

Rory MclIlroy Loses Playoff

to Fitzpatrick, Secures
Seventh Race to Dubai

DUBAI

Rory Mcllroy’s spectacular
2025 season concluded with
drama at the World Tour
Championship as he lost a
playoff to Matt Fitzpatrick
but secured his seventh Race
to Dubai title, making him the
European Tour’s season-long
No. 1.

Mcllroy eagled the 18th
hole in regulation to force a
playoff but drove into a creek
on the first extra hole, hand-
ing Fitzpatrick the victory.
Fitzpatrick, winning his third
season-ending title, chipped
to three feet and converted
the par putt to triumph .«
at Jumeirah Golf < =
Estates.

Despite the set-
back, Mcllroy’s sea- \
son was remarkable:

a Masters win com- 1\‘
pleting his career i
Grand Slam, tri- =2y
umphs at The Play- =2 a
ers Championship, «* P
Irish Open, and a =23
pivotal role in =T
Team Europe’s «=il«’
Ryder Cup suc- o=l -
cess. His sev- = o
enth Race to e >
Dubai title ==
places him g
ahead of the ——

late Seve - — : e
Balles- ‘ ! ’r

BARCELONA

Barcelona Weigh Renaming Camp
Nou after Lionel Messi: Report

Barcelona are reportedly consid-
ering the ultimate tribute to Lio-
nel Messi — renaming the iconic
Camp Nou after the club’s greatest
legend. Barcelona are exploring the
possibility of permanently incorpo-
rating Lionel Messi’s name into their
stadium, with “Spotify Camp Nou
Leo Messi” emerging as the leading

option, according to reports. The idea  emotional 2021 exit.

has gained momentum following
Messi’s recent visit to the under-ren-
ovation ground, where he toured re-
development works and revived dis-
cussions about a proper farewell in
Blaugrana colours. Club officials see
the proposal as a long-overdue ges-
ture to honour Messi while he is still
active and to heal the wounds of his

igeria head coach Eric Chelle

has sparked controversy after
accusing DR Congo of using “voo-
doo” during their dramatic penalty
shoot-out win in the 2026 FIFA
World Cup qualifier. The match fin-
ished 1-1 before DR Congo tri-
umphed 4-3 on penalties, ending
Nigeria’s World Cup hopes and
sending Congo to the intercontinen-

ABUJA

Nigeria coach accuses DR Congo of
using Voodoo magic after shoot-out loss

> 4

back.

tal play-offs. Viral videos online
show Chelle confronting DR Congo
staff moments before the decisive
kick, gesturing angrily and picking
up a water bottle before being re-
strained by Nigeria’s assistants.
After Congo converted the winning
penalty, Chelle again charged
towards their dugout but was held

L -

teros and just behind Colin
Montgomerie’s record.

The final round featured
nine players sharing or con-
testing the lead, with Fitzpat-
rick birdieing three of his last
five holes to overtake Mcll-
roy, Tommy Fleetwood, and
Ludvig Aberg. Mcllroy, wait-
ing on the 18th fairway, exe-
cuted a clutch eagle putt,
thrilling the crowd but ulti-
mately falling short in the
playoff.

Fitzpatrick reflected on his
season turnaround: “To finish
the year strong, after a slow
start, and contribute at the Ry-
der Cup, feels incredible. I
didn’t hit one bad shot today.”

Mcllroy remains focused
on surpassing Montgomerie’s
record in future seasons, con-
fident that more milestones

await. The Race to
Dubai also secured
PGA Tour cards for
top performers in-
¥ cluding Marco
Penge, Laurie Can-
ter, Kristoffer Reit-
an, and Neer-
gaard-Pe-
tersen,
. highlight-
! ing a
competi-
~_tive and
\ | memora-
ble season
finale.

India’s Dhanush
Wins Air Rifle
Gold, Murtaza

Settles for Silver

NEW DELHI

Shooter Dhanush Srikanth con-
tinued his golden run at the
Deaflympics in Tokyo, winning
the men’s 10m air rifle gold
and opening India’s medal tally.
The 23-year-old, who debuted
at the 2022 Deaflympics in
Brazil with two golds, set a
Deaf Final World Record of
252.2 in the final to clinch the
top podium spot.

Compatriot Mohammed
Murtaza Vania scored 250.1 to
secure silver, while South Ko-
rea’s Baek Seunghak earned
bronze with 223.6. Dhanush
had qualified for the final in
first position with a score of
630.6—a Deaflympic record—
well ahead of Murtaza’s 626.3.
Based at the National Centre of
Excellence in Delhi, Dhanush
added a second men’s 10m air
rifle Deaflympics gold to his
collection, having previously
won individual and mixed team
gold in 2022. After over a year
away from international com-
petition following a triple-gold
performance at the 2024 World
Deaf Shooting Championship
in Hanover, Dhanush will next
pair with Mahit Sandhu in the
10m air rifle mixed team event,
aiming for a fourth Deaflym-
pics gold. Sandhu had earlier
won silver in the women’s 10m
air rifle, while Komal Wagh-
mare took bronze.

weden’s Linn Grant sealed her

second LPGA title with a dom-
inant three-shot victory at The An-
nika, closing with a spotless 5-un-
der 65 despite a final-hole bogey
that ended a remarkable run of 52
bogey-free holes. Grant finished at
19-under 261, earning another tro-
phy from tournament host Annika
Sorenstam, who praised her com-

BELLEAIR, FLORIDA

Linn Grant cruises to second
LPGA crown at The Annika

manding performance. Jennifer
Kupcho briefly tied for the lead
with an opening birdie, but Grant
quickly regained control and never
looked back, stretching her advan-
tage with key birdies on the front
nine. Kupcho also carded a 65 to
finish runner-up. Mexico’s Gaby
Lopez surged to third with a late
birdie run.
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Satwik-Chirag
Lead India’s
Charge at
Australian Open

SYDNEY

With India’s singles shuttlers
still struggling to string to-
gether consistent performanc-
es, all eyes will once again be
on the country’s premier
men’s doubles pair, Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, as the Australian Open
Super 500 begins on Tuesday.
The top-seeded duo, looking
for their first title of the sea-
son, has been the standout
force in an otherwise uneven
year for Indian badminton.

The Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games cham-
pions have delivered some of
India’s biggest results in
2025, including a second
World Championships bronze
and runner-up finishes at both
the Hong Kong Super 500
and the China Masters Super
750. Once ranked world No.1
for 18 weeks, Satwik and Chi-
rag had slipped to No.27 in
May but staged a strong resur-
gence to reclaim the No.3
spot. They open their cam-
paign against Chang Ko-Chi
and Po Li-Wei of Chinese
Taipei.

In singles, Lakshya Sen and
HS Prannoy will look to re-
discover the rhythm that has
eluded them for much of the
season. Lakshya, who endured
a dip after his near-podium fin-
ish at the Paris Olympics,
showed encouraging signs with
a final appearance at the Hong
Kong Open and a semifinal run
in Japan last week. Seeded sev-
enth in Sydney, he faces Su Li
Yang of Chinese Taipei in the
opening round.

Prannoy, returning from inju-
ry, aims to regain full flow after
a second-round exit in Kuma-
moto. A former runner-up at the
Australian Open, the 33-year-
old meets Canada’s Brian
Yang. Veteran Kidambi Sri-
kanth takes on fifth seed Lin
Chun-Yi, while Ayush Shetty
faces Malaysia’s Justin Hoh.
Kiran George meets sixth seed
Kenta Nishimoto, and Tharun
Mannepalli plays Magnus Jo-
hannesen. In women’s singles,
Aakarshi Kashyap is India’s
sole representative and faces a
tough opener against Olympic
champion An Se Young.

Sangakkara Returns as Rajasthan
Royals Head Coach for IPL 2026

The coaching reshuffle comes amid significant changes in the squad

NEW DELHI

Rajasthan Royals on Monday
confirmed the return of Sri
Lankan great Kumar Sangak-
kara as their head coach for
the 2026 Indian Premier
League season, marking a re-
newed phase for the franchise
after a disappointing 2025
campaign. Sangakkara, who
has served as the team’s Di-
rector of Cricket since 2021,
previously held the head
coach role from 2021 to 2024
and now steps back into the
position following Rahul Dra-
vid’s exit.

Dravid’s second stint with
the Royals came to an abrupt
close in August despite sign-

ing a multi-year contract. His
departure followed a “struc-
tural review” of the team’s
underwhelming performance
in the 2025 season, where
they finished ninth with
just four wins from
14 matches. The
management’s de- |
cision to reinstate &
Sangakkara reflects
a move toward sta- @
bility and continuity
as they attempt to re-
build.

The coaching
reshuffle
comes @
amid
signifi-
cant

changes in the squad. The
Royals recently traded long-
time wicketkeeper-batter and
former captain Sanju Samson
to Chennai Super Kings, re-
ceiving Ravindra Jadeja
. and Sam Curran in a
\ high-profile exchange.
The trade marks one
§ of the most notable
off-season moves
ahead of the 2026
tournament, signal-
ling a bold overhaul
of the Royals’ core
group.
Ahead of the
mini auction
scheduled
for De-
cember

16 in Abu Dhabi, Rajasthan
also released seven players,
including overseas names
Maheesh Theekshana, Wanin-
du Hasaranga and Fazalhaq
Farooqi. Domestic players
Akash Madhwal, Ashok Shar-
ma, Kumar Kartikeya Singh
and Kunal Rathore were also
let go as the franchise opens
space for fresh talent.

With Sangakkara at the
helm again, the Royals are
aiming to revive their fortunes
and craft a more competitive
unit for the upcoming season.
His dual role as Director of
Cricket and head coach is ex-
pected to provide strategic
cohesion as the team navi-
gates its major transition.

Pakistan seals commanding ODI series win with strong batting and pace

Pakistan Completes Dominant 3-0
Sweep over Sri Lanka in ODI Series

RAWALPINDI

Pakistan wrapped up a com-
prehensive 3-0 series victory
over Sri Lanka with a
six-wicket win in the final
ODI, capping off a white-ball
campaign marked by consis-
tent batting and disciplined
seam bowling. Chasing 212,
Pakistan cruised home in 44.4
overs, thanks to composed
half centuries from Moham-
mad Rizwan and Fakhar
Zaman.

Sri Lanka, asked to bat first,
squandered a bright opening
stand of 55. Debutant Kamil
Mishra and Pathum Nissanka
gave the visitors early momen-
tum, but Pakistan’s pace attack
quickly regained control. Haris
Rauf and Mohammad Wasim
initiated the slide, while
wrist-spinner Faisal Akram, re-
turning after a year, struck cru-
cial middle-order blows. Sri
Lanka’s stand-in skipper Kusal
Mendis contributed 34, and
Sadeera Samarawickrama top-
scored with 48, but the team
folded for 211 in 45.2 overs —

their lowest total of the series.

Pakistan’s chase began
shakily when debutant Hasee-
bullah Khan fell for a duck.
But Zaman, building on his
earlier knocks of 78 and 55,
stitched a 76-run partnership
with Babar Azam as Sri Lan-
ka’s second-string pace attack
struggled with dew and errant
lengths. Leg-spinner Jeffrey
Vandersay briefly revived Sri
Lanka with three quick wick-
ets, dismissing Zaman, Babar
and Salman Ali Agha to leave
Pakistan at 115-4.

Rizwan, celebrating his
100th ODI, anchored the in-

nings with an unbeaten 61
while Hussain Talat added a
steady 42. Their unbroken
century stand ensured Paki-
stan crossed the line comfort-
ably. Captain Shaheen Shah

Afridi, back after a fever,
praised his senior players.
“Babar and Rizwan are
the backbone of our team,” he
said.

Sri Lanka will now regroup
for a T20 tri-series featuring
Pakistan and Zimbabwe, be-
ginning Tuesday in Rawalpin-
di, after a tense tour that con-
tinued only following re-

newed security assurances.

Jones imitates
Ronaldo as
Dolphins edge
Commanders

MADRID

Miami’s Jack Jones delivered a
dramatic overtime interception
and celebrated with Cristiano
Ronaldo’s trademark pose as
the Dolphins beat the Washing-
ton Commanders 16-13 in the
NFL’s first regular-season
game in Spain. Jones picked off
Marcus Mariota on the opening
play of overtime, setting up Ri-
ley Patterson’s 29-yard winning
field goal at the Santiago Bern-
abéu. The Dolphins had earlier
failed twice on fourth-and-goal,
while Washington missed a po-
tential game-winner when Matt
Gay’s 56-yard attempt sailed
wide. De’Von Achane powered
Miami with 120 rushing yards,
as Tua Tagovailoa managed a
steady, mistake-free outing.
Mariota threw for 213 yards
and a touchdown but couldn’t
capitalize late.

Ind Pak Bhnd Women
Crlcketers Showcase
True Spirit of the Game

KATUNAYAKE

Blind women from India and
Pakistan set aside months of
political and sporting hostili-
ty, sharing warm handshakes
and compliments during their
Women’s Blind T20 World
Cup encounter in neutral Sri
Lanka. The gesture, simple
yet powerful, stood in stark
contrast to recent tensions be-
tween the two cricketing na-
tions, whose sighted men’s
and women’s teams have
avoided hand-

to an eight-wicket win, chas-
ing down Pakistan’s 135 for
eight in just 10.2 overs.

Pakistan captain Nimra
Rafique congratulated India
on their dominant perfor-
mance, while Indian
skipper T.C. Deepika com-
mended Pakistan’s effort.
Though neither team was al-
lowed to speak to the media
post-match, their actions told
a larger story.

Despite a sparse crowd, the
game was telecast live on Sri
Lanka’s national

shakes in high-pro- Blind women broadcaster, with
file tournaments gricketers from | Visually impaired
this year. India and officials following

The match, Pakistan share | commentary online.
played at the Free dwill Indian team manag-
Trade Zone Faregooawi er Shika Shetty said
grounds in Ka- amid Fense the tournament
tunayake, saw both relations. marked a “biggest

squads arrive to-
gether on the same bus and
later greet one another with
enthusiasm despite expecta-
tions that they would follow
the frosty precedent set by
their mainstream counter-
parts. India’s blind players,
initially expected to mirror
the no-handshake stance, sur-
prised many by warmly greet-
ing the Pakistani side at the
end of the match. Compli-
ments were exchanged freely,
and the spirit of cricket pre-
vailed.

On the field, India cruised

opportunity” for vi-
sually impaired girls, encour-
aging more young women
with disabilities to pursue
sport and education. Pakistan
coach Tahir Mehmood Butt
echoed the sentiment, ap-
plauding the platform the
tournament offers.

With teams from Australia,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the US
also competing, the event
highlights the growing mo-
mentum of women’s blind
cricket. The final will
be played next Sunday in
Colombo.

Haaland Fires Norway Past Italy to
Seal First World Cup Berth Since 1998

MILAN

Norway ended a 28-year wait
for World Cup football with a
commanding 4—1 victory over
Italy at a rain-soaked San
Siro, securing qualification
for the 2026 finals in the
United States, Canada and
Mexico. Erling Haaland de-
livered yet another decisive
performance, scoring twice in
the 78th and 79th minutes to
seal top spot in Group I with
a perfect record of eight wins
from eight.

With Italy needing a scarce-
ly believable nine-goal win to

overtake Norway, Stile Sol-
bakken’s side arrived in Milan
virtually assured of progress.
But the visitors stamped their
authority in emphatic fashion
before a crowd of 70,000,
completing a campaign that
produced 24 points and show-

cased a team transformed by
its prolific centre-forward.
Haaland, hailed by Solbakken
as a “goal machine,” extended
his astonishing qualifying tally
to 16 goals, underlining his sta-
tus as one of the stars to watch
in North America next summer.

Portugal Seal 2026 We Berth W1th 9-1 Rout of Armenia

PORTO

Portugal stormed into the
2026 World Cup with an
emphatic 9-1 victory over
Armenia, delivering one of
their most dominant qualify-
ing performances despite the
absence of suspended cap-
tain Cristiano Ronaldo. Hat-
tricks from Bruno Fernandes
and Joao Neves powered
Roberto Martinez’s side to
the top of Group F and into
their seventh consecutive
World Cup finals.

After a draw against Hun-
gary and a shock defeat to
Ireland earlier in the win-

dow, Portugal needed a con-
vincing response and deliv-
ered immediately at the Es-
tadio do Dragdo. Renato
Veiga opened the scoring in
the seventh minute, heading
in after Armenia goalkeeper
Henri Avagyan parried Fer-
nandes’s curling free-kick

onto the post. Armenia
equalised moments later
through captain Eduard
Spertsyan, but the visitors’
joy was short-lived as Portu-
gal shifted gears.

Goncalo Ramos intercept-
ed a back pass and restored
the lead before Neves

smashed home Portugal’s
third from the edge of the
box. The Paris Saint-Germain
midfielder doubled his tally
with a stunning free-kick into
the top corner as Portugal
surged toward an insurmount-
able advantage. Fernandes
added a penalty in first-half
stoppage time, sending Portu-
gal into the break 5—1 ahead.

The Manchester United
playmaker continued his or-
chestration in the second half,
scoring twice more to com-
plete his hat-trick—his 28th
international goal making him
Portugal’s sixth-highest scorer
of all time.

BENGALURU

Billie Jean King Cup 2025: Dutch
Outclass India in Playoff Tie

GOA

FIDE World Cup: Harikrishna
Crashes Out in Fifth-Round Tie-Break

KOLKATA

‘Bring Legends to Train Your Coaches,’
Matthaus Tells Indlan Football

ndia ended their Billie Jean King

Cup playoff weekend with a 0-2
defeat to the Netherlands, losing
both singles matches in straight sets
at the SM Krishna Tennis Stadium.
Shrivalli Bhamidipatty fell 2-6, 4-6
to Anouk Koevermans, while Saha-
ja Yamalapalli went down 2-6, 3-6
to Dutch No. 1 Suzan Lamens, dis-
appointing a strong turnout of home

er-ranked opponents.

supporters. With Slovenia already
having sealed the group, the tie
held no bearing on qualification,
but India nevertheless finished bot-
tom of Group G. Despite brief mo-
ments of resistance, the ranking gap
proved decisive. Shrivalli, ranked
381, and Sahaja, 309, struggled to
sustain pressure against their high-

entala Harikrishna bowed out of

the FIDE World Chess Cup af-
ter losing to 26-year-old Jose Mar-
tinez Alcantara in the second set of
tie-breaks of the fifth round at Re-
sort Rio. After both classical games
and the first rapid set ended in
draws, the faster formats favoured
speed-chess specialist Martinez,
who clinched the first game of the

second rapid set before holding
Harikrishna to a draw. In other key
results, former World Rapid Cham-
pion Daniil Dubov, who had elimi-
nated R Praggnanandhaa earlier,
was knocked out by American GM
Sam Shankland. Andrey Esipenko
also advanced, while Alexander
Donchenko survived a tense battle
to reach the last eight.

erman World Cup-winner Lo-

thar Matthaus has urged India
to overhaul its football develop-
ment system by inviting legendary
players and elite coaches to train
local coaches. Speaking at a promo-
tional event in Kolkata, Matthaus
said India cannot afford to stay ab-
sent from the World Cup while
smaller nations like Cape Verde

qualify. Matthaus stressed that
strong coaching is the foundation of
strong players and advised India to
begin at the school level by creating
aunified system involving the feder-
ation, government, clubs and acade-
mies. He also highlighted India’s
struggles — from the lack of a suc-
cessor to Sunil Chhetri to uncertainty
around the domestic league.
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