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Gruhalakshmi scheme

row: Ashoka alleges
women were cheated

BELAGAVI

After the Congress-led Kar-
nataka government admitted
in the Legislative Assembly
that there was a lapse in dis-
bursing Gruhalakshmi
scheme install- R
ments, Leader of
the Opposition R.
Ashoka alleged
that nearly 5,000
crore would have
gone undetected
had the BJP not
raised the issue.
Speaking to re-
porters after stag-
ing a walkout from
the Assembly,
Ashoka questioned
Women and Child
Welfare Minister
Laxmi Hebbalkar,
asking why women
beneficiaries were

“cheated.” He said people of
the state, especially the poor,
were waiting for Gruha Lax-
mi payments and ration sup-
plies, but the government
had disappointed them.

Ashoka demanded imme-
diate crediting of
the pending
amounts to benefi-
ciaries’ accounts.
He alleged that
funds were not re-
leased to 10 dis-
tricts and claimed
officials at district
offices were threat-
ened and instructed
not to share infor-
mation. Accusing
the government of
attempting to “‘swal-
low” 5,000 crore,
he asked whether it
was a “government
of loot.”

Union minister Jitendra Singh termed the SHANTI Bill a "milestone legislation"
that will give a new direction to the country's developmental journey in atomic energy

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day approved the “Sustain-
able Harnessing and Ad-
vancement of Nuclear Energy
for Transforming India
(SHANTI) Bill, 2025” during
the Winter Session, amid an
opposition walkout. Intro-
duced by MosS for the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy Jiten-
dra Singh on Monday, the
amended bill marks a signifi-
cant policy shift by permitting
private sector participation in
India’s nuclear industry, pre-
viously reserved for govern-
ment enterprises.

Singh highlighted that the
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legislation estab-
lishes a pragmatic
civil liability re-
gime for nuclear
damage and grants statu-

tory status to the Atomic En-

of the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
that passed on the liabili-
ty for a nuclear incident
\on to the suppliers of/
\_nuclear equip-

ergy Regulatory Board. The
law aims to boost nuclear en-
ergy production and its appli-
cations across sectors, sup-
porting India’s goal of
achieving 100 GW of nuclear
power capacity by 2047. The
bill introduces updated regu-
latory provisions, includ-
ing enhanced safety
protocols, a special-
ised nuclear tribunal
for dispute resolu-
tion, and modifica-
tions to the nuclear
liability framework to
reduce risks and en-
courage investment.
Under the legislation, pri-
vate companies and joint ven-

?s approves 100% FDI in insurance secto?

NEW DELHI: The Rajya Sabha on Wednesday passed
the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insur-
ance Laws) Bill, 2025, raising the foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) limit in the insurance sector from 74% to
100%. The reform aims to expand insurance coverage
to all citizens by 2047, attract greater global invest-
ment, and facilitate mergers between insurance and
non-insurance companies.

— I

duction will remain under
central government control.
The government will contin-
ue overseeing radioactive
materials and radiation-pro-
ducing equipment to ensure
strict safety compliance.

tures can seek authorisation to
establish and operate nuclear
facilities and transport nuclear
fuel. However, critical opera-
tions such as uranium enrich-
ment, spent fuel manage-
ment, and heavy water pro-

MGNREGA name change: CM, DCM lead protests

BELAGAVI

The ruling Congress in

cusing on work to benefit
the poor. Meanwhile, Shi-
vakumar challenged the

Return ‘51 cartons of Nehru papers’:
Centreattacks Sonia Gandhi

NEW DELHI: The Centre on Wednesday renewed
its demand for the return of 51 cartons of Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s papers taken from the Prime Min-

Karnataka on Wednesday
staged a protest against the
Centre's move to replace
the existing rural employ-
ment law MGNREGA,
challenging the BJP to re-
move the picture of Mahat-
ma Gandhi from currency
notes as well. The agitation
led by chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah and his deputy D
K Shivakumar in front of
the Gandhi statue at Suvar-
na Vidhana Soudha also
protested the alleged "hate

BJP to change Mahatma
Gandhi's photo on the ru-
pee note. "Replacing
MGNREGA is a national
problem. We have got
MGNREGA through con-
stitution. It is a Constitution
amendment. You can't
change a constitution
amendment. If BJP has
guts let it change Gandhi's
photo in the Rupee note.
Let us see. We will take up
the issue in the assembly,"
he told reporters.

isters’ Museum and Library (PMML) in 2008, as-
serting that such records belong in public ar-
chives and not in private custody. Union Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat clarified that
the papers are not “missing,” as their transfer to
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi was formally re-
corded and their location is known. Shekhawat
said the documents form part of India’s national
documentary heritage and must be accessible to
scholars, citizens and Parliament for an objective
understanding of Nehruvian history. He ques-
tioned why the papers have not been returned
despite repeated reminders from PMML.

© More on page 7

Hebbalkar admits two months’
Gruhalakshmi payments pending

BELAGAVI: Women and Child Development Minister
Lakshmi Hebbalkar on Wednesday acknowledged that
payments under the Gruhalakshmi scheme are pending

for two months and expressed regret that her earlier state-
ment in the Assembly was incorrect. She said a review
revealed that two months’ assistance remains unpaid in
the 202425 financial year. Hebbalkar assured the House
that the reasons for the delay would be examined and
corrected soon. If her statement had caused confusion,
she said, she sincerely regretted it.

Siddaramaiah accused
BJP of engaging in renam-
ing exercises instead of fo-

politics" against the party
leadership in the National
Herald case.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
DIRECTORATE OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION

Sri D.K. Shivakumar
Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister

e-Khata Now from
the Comfort of your Home

Sri Siddaramaiah
Hon'ble Chief Minister

® The draft e-Khatas of more than 45 lakh
properties will be published in e-Aasthi.

Required Documents

1. Owner's photograph and Aadhaar
® Published property records can be verified

2. Property tax SAS challan number online at www.eaasthi.karnataka.gov.in

3. Sale Deed/Registered Deed Number

(Electronically obtained from Kaveri Online Services)

4. Electricity R R No.

(Not required for vacant sites)

® (itizens can submit objections or
correction requests for property records
with necessary documents

® Final Khata can be downloaded online

5. Photograph of Property after payment of the applicable fee.
6. EC: 15/16

7. Other supporting Documents
related to Property

® Service can also be availed in
K1 centres.

Sri Suresh B.S., Hon'ble Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning and .
Sri Raheem Khan, Hon'ble Minister for Municipal Administration B
and Haj participate in a departmental programme

® E khata enables seamless online
payment of property tax.

SECURING PROPERTY RECORDS FOR EVERY CITIZEN. b <3

for more information :

visit wwww.eaasthi.karnataka.gov.in / HELPLINE NO : 7259585959

Dr. Shalini Rajneesh, IAS
Chief secretary
Government of Karnataka

Tushar Girinath, IAS
Additional chief secretary
Urban development department
Government of Karnataka

Deepa Cholan, IAS
Secretary
Urban Development Department
Government of Karnataka

Prabhuling Kavalikatti, IAS
Director, Directorate of Municipal Administration
Urban Development Department
Government of Karnataka

m Protecting public property and refraining from violence A constitutional fundamental duty of every Indian
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IT raids pub
owned by
Shilpa Shetty

Bengaluru
Income Tax Department
officials have raided a
pub owned by Bollywood
actress Shilpa Shetty in
the city on Wednesday. A
team of Mumbai IT offi-
cials raided Bastion Pub
near Church Street in
Bengaluru and inspected
important documents.
The IT team has also con-
ducted raids in many
places in Mumbai.

Multi-crore scam:
Lokayukta raids
KRIDL office

Bengaluru
Lokayukta officials raided
the office of Karnataka
Rural Infrastructure De-
velopment Limited
(KRIDL) early Wednesday
morning. The operation
was carried out in the
wake of serious allega-
tions of misappropriation
of funds to the tune of Rs
5crore in a case, commis-
sion received from con-
tractors and substandard
work. A lot of complaints
were lodged with the
Lokayukta in this regard.
The raid was led by
Lokayukta SP
Shivaprakash Devaraj and
the office is examining
important documents.
Further investigations are
underway to gather more
information on the
allegations.

BIAL reviews pickup
systemamid
complaints

Bengaluru
Bangalore International Air-
port Limited (BIAL) has said
that it is investigating com-

plaints regarding the new
pick-up system implement-
ed at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport terminals and
creating a conducive envi-
ronment for passengers. The
same system that is in place
at all international airports
has been implemented here
as well. Although there was
resistance when the new
rule was implemented, this
rule has been beneficial for
95 percent of passengers.
Shuttle services are being
provided to passengers with
walking difficulties, including
the disabled, children,
senior citizens, etc., BIAL
spokesperson said.

trict guidelines for New
Year parties in Bengaluru

The Police department has issued the guidelines in the interest
of publ|c safety and av0|d any untoward |nC|dents

BENGALURU

As the countdown to the New
Year celebrations begins, the
Bengaluru Police has taken an
important decision. Alerted by
the recent incident at a pub in
Goa, the police have issued
strict guidelines for the New
Year celebrations to be held on
December 31. These guidelines
will be applicable to all places
hosting events, including ho-
tels, bars, pubs, and restaurants.

The City Police has issued
19-point guidelines, most no-
tably a complete ban on burst-
ing of firecrackers at event
venues. The police have
warned of strict action if these
rules are violated. The Khaki
force is set to implement fur-
ther strict measures after the
Goa pub tragedy.

Permission from the rele-
vant departments is mandato-
ry for the programs. Also, the
time and noise limit set for

the New Year celebrations
must be strictly adhered to.
Tickets/passes should be
distributed as space permits.
Events cannot be held on the
ground floor, parking lot, or
terrace. Checking of those
coming to the event should be
done and suspicious persons
should be informed to the po-
lice. If drug use is found at

the venue, the local police
should be informed immedi-
ately. If drugs are found
during a police raid, a case
will also be registered against
the owner/manager of the
building.

Fire extinguishers should
be installed and exit doors
should be large. CCTV cam-
eras should be installed at ev-

ery venue of the event and
footage should be collected
for at least 30 days. Large
numbers of female private se-
curity guards should be ap-
pointed at venues where
women are present. Agencies
deploying security guards and
bouncers should be registered
with ‘PSARA’.

If celebrities, DJs, or actors
are invited, their information
must be provided to the local
police station. No liquor is al-
lowed in unlicensed outdoor
venues. No group gatherings
or illegal private parties are
allowed in hotel rooms. Any
untoward incident should be
reported to the police imme-
diately. The Police have taken
these strict measures to pre-
vent any untoward incidents
during the New Year celebra-
tions. The organizers have
been clearly warned that vio-
lation of the rules will lead to
strict legal action.

Users oppose artificial turf plan,
seek to preserve open access

BENGALURU

After protests stalled plans of
turf transformation at Nandan
Ground, residents of yet an-
other locality are up in arms
against a move to install arti-
ficial turf at a football ground.
Users of Sir Ground in Jeeva-
nahalli, east Bengaluru, have
written to Sarvagnanagar
MLA and minister KJ George
and Bangalore Central MP PC
Mohan to help retain the ac-
cessible nature of the ground.
Sir Ground, named after for-
mer ITI employee and foot-
ball player-turned-coach
Mukundan, is located next to
Jeevanahalli railway line near
Cox Town.

V Ramakumar, a veteran
football player who trained
under Mukundan at the
ground, also opposed any
changes. Many who trained
here went on to play at state
and national levels represent-
ing various teams. They were
later recruited by govt depart-
ments and PSUs. Ramakumar,
who played for several teams,
including Coal India Ltd,
from where he retired as an
assistant engineer, said most
players were from socio-eco-

nomically disadvantaged sec-
tions. Such children will not
be able to pay in case the
ground is handed over to pri-
vate management, he said,
adding that artificial turf is
now being discouraged across
the globe as it is seen as a
health hazard.

R Narayanaswamy, who re-
tired as an administrative of-
ficer at Defence Research and
Development Organisation’s
Aeronautical Development
Establishment, said he began
training at the ground in class
8 and captained the Bangalore
University football team for
four years. Many people have
been able to make a liveli-
hood because of their sporting
talent nurtured at Sir Ground,

he said, adding that five play-
ers joined the Indian Army
through the Madras Engineer-
ing Group. The ground serves
around 10 surrounding local-
ities. It must remain the same
to help produce the next gen-
eration of footballers from
this part of the city.

Para-athlete S Balaram, a
national- and internation-
al-level player of shot put,
wheelchair racing, wheelchair
tennis, and wheelchair crick-
et, among others, told that the
ground was the only nearby
facility suitable for athletes
with special needs. Balaram’s
recent feat was his team’s
third-place fine at the Asian
Para Throwball Champion-
ship in Cambodia.

BSNL rolls out
in-house
Sanchar Mitra
app nationwide

BENGALURU

Telecom major BSNL an-
nounced the nationwide roll-
out of its in-house developed
customer registration mobile
application, ‘Sanchar Mitra’,
marking a key step in restor-
ing and streamlining new cus-
tomer onboarding services.
Developed by BSNL engi-
neers from across the country,
the new application replaces
the previous Sanchar Aadhaar
app, which was earlier used
for Aadhaar-based e-KYC
verification to add customers
to the BSNL network. The
earlier app had been devel-
oped by a private firm and
was used by BSNL retailers
and franchisees to digitally
verify customer identity. The
transition became necessary
after the contract with the au-
thorised provider of the San-
char Aadhaar app expired at
the end of November 2025.
The expiry had led to tempo-
rary disruptions in customer
registration services, includ-
ing the issuance of new and
replacement SIM cards across
the country.

Cold wave: Increase in
number of patients at
KC General Hospital

BENGALURU

Cold winds are intensifying in
the city. The effect of the drop
in temperature is also affecting
people’s health. The number of
patients coming to KC General
Hospital for check-ups for
colds, flu and cough is also in-
creasing.

The city has been recording
the lowest temperature for the
past two or three weeks. People
are shivering in the cold. Peo-
ple are hesitant to even step out
of their homes due to the tem-
perature of 14 degrees Celsius.
People are being admitted to
hospitals due to the effects of
the cold wind in the city. Chil-
dren and adults are coming to
the city’s KC General Hospital
with cold and cough. The
health of the children is fluctu-
ating, and doctors are monitor-

People are hesitant to
even step out of their
homes due to the
temperature of 14 degrees
Celsius. People are being
admitted to hospitals due
to the effects of the cold
wind in the city.

tal due to cough, cold, and flu
during winter. But this time,
due to the extreme cold, more
people are coming to the hospi-
tal. While some are getting test-
ed and returning home, some
are being admitted to the hospi-
tal for treatment. This cold has
also affected the health of chil-
dren, and the children’s ward is
also full. It will be colder by the
end of this month, and the tem-
perature may drop to record lev-
els. So, wear warm clothes and
take care of your health. Parents

HC WARNS OFFICIALS OF DISMISSAL
FOR DELAYING CASE INFORMATION

BENGALURU

The High Court has issued a
stern warning that govern-
ment officials who fail to pro-
vide information requested by
the government lawyer in any
case or who delay in provid-
ing information will be inves-
tigated and ordered to be dis-
missed from service.

The bench of Justice Suraj
Govinda Raj issued this warn-
ing while hearing a petition
filed by Vishwanathan, a se-
nior citizen of Chitradurga.

Vlshwanathan a retlred
government employee
bought a plot of land and built
a house with the money he
earned during his service. The

house is currently in the cus-
tody of his son and daughter.
They are not taking care of
their father.

Therefore, the Chitrudurga
Sub-Divisional Officer had
ordered Vishwanath’s
daughter and son on February
22, 2023, directing them
to immediately hand over the
house to their father.
Vishwanathan had filed an
application in the High
Court alleging that this
order had not been imple-
mented.

PROTECTING LAKE

20-30% hlke in
pollution-linked
ailments in city

BENGALURU

The city’s air pollution has
led to a spike in several ail-
ments among children, old-
er adults and those with
pre-existing conditions.

Doctors have seen a rise
in pollution-related ail-
ments over the past two to
three weeks. This is due to
city’s air quality, which has
fluctuated between satisfac-
tory and moderate over the
last two weeks, they say.

Cases of respiratory in-
fections, asthma flare-ups,
eye irritation and dry skin
are significantly higher this
season, as are the severity
of the symptoms. This
spike has affected the “vul-
nerable category” the most,
children, older adults and
those with pre-existing con-
ditions.

Dr Chandil Gunashekar,
a general physician in
Whitefield, has observed a
20-25 percent increase in
Upper Respiratory Tract in-
fections (URI) compared to
last December. Cough,
asthma symptoms and re-
spiratory infections are the
most common complaints,
he says.

Dr Sachin Kumar, Direc-
tor of Pulmonology and
critical care medicine at a
private hospital, says, out-
patient footfall for respira-
tory complaints has in-
creased by 20 percent in the
last two weeks. Both infec-
tious and non-infectious
respiratory symptoms are
higher this year, he adds.

Dr Kumar says that
viral illnesses that
earlier resolved in

two to three days are

now lasting up to 10

days. Also, patients

with diabetes, kidney
or heart disease, and
people without prior
respiratory illness are
developing pneumo-
nia. In some cases,
they require oxygen
support or ICU.

Patients are coming in
with issues of breathless-
ness, cough, throat irrita-
tion, wheezing and sneez-
ing, either as symptoms of
an allergy or a viral infec-
tion.

Among allergy-related
respiratory complaints, Dr
Shalini Joshi, internal med-
icine specialist at a private
hospital, estimates a 30%
increase. “‘Consistently poor
air quality worsens people’s
tolerance to pollen. Pollut-
ants make the airway more
reactive and sensitive, wors-
ening existing pollen aller-
gies,” she adds.

Eye-related complaints
are another concern. Dr Na-
ren Shetty, opthalmologist
and director at a private
hospital, says eye irritation,
dryness and redness have
increased by around 30 per-
cent this year. Allergic con-
junctivitis cases are up by
nearly 60 percent compared
to December 2024, he
addscare, he says.

Traffic cop assault on auto
driver sparks public outrage

BENGALURU

The incident of a traffic police
personnel assaulting an auto
driver in the city’s Hebbal
traffic limits has been the sub-
ject of much debate in the
city. Instead of fining an auto
driver who had come on the
wrong route, the traffic police
have assaulted him, and it is
alleged that the driver was se-
riously assaulted to the point
where his ear was bleeding.
This has highlighted the arro-
gance of the police personnel.
Moreover, the driver was an
Ayyappa Maladhari, he may
have done something wrong.
Instead of being fined, as-
saulting him to the point
where his ear was bleeding
shows the bad behavior of the
police.

The auto driver who was
attacked has been identified
as Balakrishna, who was trav-

elling from Jalahalli to Kaval
Bhairasandra to a temple,
loaded with coconuts. At this
time, the traffic police person-
nel stopped the auto after no-
ticing that he was traveling on
the wrong route. However,
instead of following the pro-
cess of imposing a fine for
violating the rules, it is said
that the traffic police person-
nel physically assaulted the
driver. As a result of the as-
sault, blood flowed from Bal-
akrishna’s ear, creating a cha-
otic atmosphere at the scene.

The incident took place
near the railway gate in Bhad-
rappa Layout, Hebbal. The
verbal altercation and assault
between the assaulted auto
driver and the traffic police
personnel were filmed on mo-
bile phones by those present
at the scene, and the video is
currently going viral on social
media.

¥391-cr revival plan to rejuvenate Byramangala Lake

BENGALURU

After decades of choking on
the polluted waters of
Vrushabhavathi, the time has
come for Byramangala lake
on the outskirts of Bengaluru
to begin cleansing itself. In a
long-awaited move, the govt
has approved a Rs 391-crore
revival plan that promises to
transform the long-contami-
nated waterbody into a clean
and dependable resource over
the next three years.
According to govt sources,
the minor irrigation depart-
ment, custodian of the lake
and Bangalore Water Supply

rejuvenation work. NS Boser-
aju, Minister for Minor Irriga-
tion, confirmed that the cabi-
net has cleared the proposal
and much of the work will be

Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) near the lake, ensuring
no raw sewage or untreated
water from upstream enters
the lake. We will be carrying

the lake, he said. The Minister
adding that earlier efforts to
stop sewage flow into the
lake, including a diversion ca-
nal proposed with the forest,
environment and ecology de-
partment, were stalled be-
cause of a pending petition
before Karnataka High court.
Senior BWSSB engineers
told that with the govt keen
on developing Bidadi as a sat-
ellite township, rejuvenating
the lake has become crucial.
The state cabinet has now
approved the establishment of
the dedicated STP near the
lake. Spread across 1,000
acres, Byramangala lake once

rounding villages. Over the
years, however, untreated
sewage flowing from Benga-
luru via Vrushabhavathi has
severely polluted the water-
body.BWSSB Chairperson
Ram Prasath Manohar said
the new STP will cost about
Rs 230 crore and will be op-
erational in three years.
“Once commissioned, the
STP will treat about 100
MLD of sewage. The tertiary
treated water will be released
into the lake, and this will be
the third phase of the project
in the Vrushabhavathi valley.
The final quality of water will
be ultrapure. Subsequently,

ing them should also be careful aboutthe | and Sewerage Board (BWS-  executed by BWSSB. out the embankment and other ~ supported the livelihoods of  the plant’s capacity will be
It is normal to visit the hospi-  health of their children. SB) will jointly take up the The board will set up a  rejuvenation work to restore  people in more than 20 sur-  enhanced, he said.
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Police announce
traffic curbs near
Marathahalli bridge

Bengaluru
In the trial run of a plan to
decongest Marathahalli
Bridge Junction, the City
traffic police have a traffic
advisory listing a series of
changes in traffic flow to
be implemented in the city
from December 22.
Among the restrictions are
the closure of Tulsi Thea-
tre Junction and the block-
ing of U-turns at Dod-
danekundi Junction for ve-
hicles coming from Mar-
athahalli. DCP (Traffic
East) Sahil Bagla also re-
leased a set of alternative
routes in the traffic advi-
sory. Vehicles going to Var-
thur and Kundalahalli
from the direction of
Devarabeesanahalli/
Kadubeesanahalli can
proceed onto Outer Ring
Road and take a U-turn at
Karthik Nagar Junction.

High Court allows
altruistic doctor to
donate kidney

Bengaluru
High Court clears 58-year-
old medic to donate kidney
without expecting pay-
ment, The Court has per-
mitted a 58-year-old doc-
tor to donate one of her
kidneys as an “altruistic do-
nor” to any eligible recipi-
ent, without seeking mone-
tary or other consideration.
Justice Suraj Govindaraj
passed the order while al-
lowing a petition filed by
the doctor, whose request
for permission to donate
her kidney had previously
been rejected by the Hospi-
tal-Based Authorisation
Committee. Challenging
the rejection, the petitioner
told the court that she had
no preference regarding the
recipient and was willing to
donate her kidney to any
deserving person identified
by the hospital.

Manjunath elected
Town Cooperative
Bank president

Bengaluru
S Manjunath has been
elected as President and
Akbar Pasha as Vice-Phair-
man of the Town Coopera-
tive Bank in Hosakote city.
In the election held, Manju-
nath from Congress and
Kiran Kumar of BJP con-
tested for the post of Presi-
dent. For the post of
Vice-President Akbar Pa-
sha from Congress and
Venkatalakshmi from BJP
had filed their nominations.
Finally, Manjunath and Ak-
bar Pasha, both from Con-
gress got 8 votes and de-
clared as winners. The BJP
supported candidates who
contested, could manage
to get only 5 votes. MLA
Sharath Bachegowda con-
gratulated the new Presi-
dent and Vice-President.
BMRDA President N Kes-
havamurthy, leaders BV
Byregowda, C Jayaraj, Vi-
jayakumar were present.

Renukaswamy murder case:
Parents’ statements recorded

Trial in the Renukaswamy murder case began in Bengaluru, with the
victim’s parents recording statements amid in-camera proceedings

BENGALURU

The trial in the Renukaswamy
murder case from Chitradurga
formally began on Wednes-
day, with the court recording
statements from the victim’s
parents. Renukaswamy’s fa-
ther, Kashinathayya, and
mother, Ratnaprabha, ap-
peared before the 57th City
Civil and Sessions Court
(CCH) in Bengaluru as part of
the first phase of proceedings.

The statements were re-
corded through an in-camera
hearing after the courtroom
was closed to the public. Only
legal representatives were
permitted inside during the

process. The prosecution had
issued summons to both par-
ents as witnesses, following
which they appeared
before the court. The
accused attended the
hearing through vid-
eo conferencing.
Senior advocate
C.V. Nagesh repre-
sented actor Darshan,
while advocate Balan
appeared on behalf of
Pavithra Gowda.
During the hearing,
defence lawyers sub-
jected the witnesses to
detailed questioning. Ratnapra-
bha, in particular, faced a series
of queries regarding her son’s

activities and background.

She was asked whether she
was aware that her son had
<« been attending court
earlier, whether he as-
sociated with Bajrang
Dal members, and
| whether she knew he
' had previously been
detained by the police.
Responding to these
questions, Ratnapra-
bha maintained that
she had no knowledge
of any such matters.

When advocate
Balan presented her
earher statement given to the
police, Ratnaprabha acknowl-
edged that her statement had

indeed been recorded on June
14, 2024. However, she did
not elaborate further on the
contents during the hearing.

The tightly controlled pro-
ceedings underscored the sen-
sitivity of the case, which has
drawn significant public at-
tention. The court ensured
strict procedural safeguards
by limiting access and con-
ducting the examination pri-
vately.

After completion of the
day’s proceedings, the court
adjourned the matter to
Thursday for further hearing,
when additional questioning
and examination of evidence
are expected to continue.

B’luru North prepares for Pulse Polio campaign

BENGALURU

A preparatory meeting re-
garding the Pulse Polio Im-
munization Campaign—2025
to be conducted within the
limits of the Bengaluru
North City Corporation was
held on Wednesday under
the chairmanship of Com-
missioner Pommala Sunil
Kumar.

During the meeting, de-
tailed discussions were held
on the comprehensive prepa-
rations for the Pulse Polio
Immunization Campaign
scheduled to be conducted
from December 21 to De-
cember 24, 2025, and the
Commissioner issued neces-
sary instructions to ensure
the effective implementation
of the campaign.

The total population of the
Bengaluru North City Cor-
poration is 24,55,245, and
under this campaign, a target
has been set to administer
polio drops to 2,70,297 chil-

dren below the age of five
years.

On the first day of the
campaign, vaccination will
be carried out through booth
activities at 726 booths.

During the following three
days, vaccination teams will
conduct door-to-door visits
to administer the vaccine. In
addition, 101 transit teams
will be deployed to cover
children at public places
such as malls, cinema the-
atres, religious places, work-
shops, and other public
locations.

To cover children residing
in apartments and those in
high-risk areas, 105 mobile
teams have been formed to
operate in 537 apartments
and 977 high-risk areas.

Joint Commissioner Mo-
hammed Naem Momin,
Health Officer Dr Surendra,
and other officials from
the Health Department
were present during the
meeting.

BWSSB adopt
robotic technology to
detect pipeline faults

BENGALURU

The Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (BWS-
SB) has adopted a state-of-
the-art ‘robotic inspection
technology for pipeline main-
tenance. With the use of this
technology, which was imple-
mented on November 12, it has
been possible to identify the
underground issues with great
accuracy and road digging has
been avoided at 38 locations.
This cost the board lakhs of ru-
pees. This has resulted in cost
savings and avoided inconve-
nience to the citizens, said Dr V
Ram Prasath Manohar, Chair-
man of BWSSB.

As the water board person-
nel were able to clearly see
the faults in the pipeline
through robotic camera sys-
tems, the accuracy in identify-
ing the problems has in-
creased. A total of 75 com-
plaints have been received
since the technology was de-
ployed, out of which repair
work has already been com-
pleted at 67 locations. The
remaining 8 requests are un-
der progress.

Through robotic inspection,
more than 93 faults have been
detected, including blockages,
structural defects and internal

The service providing
organizations must
implement the
technologies to
avoid any inconvenience
to citizens.

As a result, lakhs of
rupees of public money
which was required to
rebuild the road has
been saved. In the in-
terest of the public, the
board plans to extend
robotic inspection to
other areas of the city in
the coming days to re-
duce costs and respond
quickly to complaints,
said Dr V Ram Prasath
Manohar, Chairman of
BWSSB, ina
press release.

damages in sewer pipes. In
the past, digging was manda-
tory as part of trial and error
to detect such errors. Howev-
er, with the new technology, it
has become easier to know
the exact location and nature
of the problem. As a result,
road cutting and digging has
been avoided at 38 places in
different parts of the city.

Man booked for allegedly
running over pet dog

BENGALURU

An inhumane incident has
taken place in the state capital
Bengaluru. An individual has
been accused of brutally kill-
ing a neighbor’s pet dog by
running over it with a car. The
incident took place near
Rayasandra in Bengaluru and
a complaint has been filed
against Harish.

Pet dogs keep dying near
Ramesh’s house. He keeps
quiet, thinking it’s an acciden-
tal incident. But on December
13 at 06.40 am, his pet dog
died on the road. At this time,
Ramesh became suspicious
and after looking at the CCTV
camera there, he came to
know that Harish alias Hari, a
resident of the house behind
the house, had committed this
act, he alleged.

Complaint filed against the
accused: He ran over a dog
with a vehicle in the early
morning, the dog died on the
spot. Therefore, the dog’s own-
er Ramesh has filed a com-
plaint demanding legal action
against Harish/Hari, who was
responsible for the incident.

Demand for legal action:
Ramesh, who has filed a com-
plaint regarding the incident,
said, “I have been taking care
of the dogs around my house
for a few years. But a man
named Harish deliberately ran

Complaint filed against
the accused: He ran
over adog with a
vehicle in the early
morning, the dog died
on the spot. Therefore,
the dog’s owner
Ramesh has filed a
complaint demanding
legal action.

over his pet dog and killed it.
Therefore, legal action should
be taken against the person
who killed the dog.”

What’s in the CCTV video:
The dog, which was lying in
the middle of the road, is seen
trying to move away after
sensing a car coming towards
it. However, the car driver,
after noticing the dog moving
away, increases speed and de-
liberately runs over the dog,
as recorded in the CCTV.

The dog died on the spot.
The locals’ efforts to help the
dog were in vain. Locals say
that if the car driver had
honked or slowed down a bit.

Villagers allege
encroachment
of govt land

BENGALURU

A private person has en-
croached on a government
land worth crores of rupees in
Male Nelasandra village of
Mandapa gram panchayat in
Bengaluru South Assembly
constituency. It is a 6-gunta
plot of land in Survey No. 31
of Nelasandra village and was
earlier levelled and used for
parking. According to an el-
der of the village, there was a
stone well built in the past.
Now, the owner of Gauges
Industrial Pvt Ltd has en-
croached on the land and its
value is estimated to be in
crores. The villagers have
lodged a complaint with the
local authorities and the RI
officer demanding the remov-
al of the encroachment Kana-
karaju, a resident of the same
village, said.

KN Ramesh proposes garbage-
sewage umts in all const1tuenc1es

BENGALURU

Bengaluru South Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
KN Ramesh conducted a day-
long inspection in the juris-
diction of the South City Cor-
poration and inspected the
garbage-sewage unit set up in
Koramangala.

During the inspection, he
got information about the sol-
id waste processing methods
in the biomethanization plant
in this unit. He reviewed the
documents regarding the dis-
posal of dry waste such as old
beds, slippers, broken ma-
chines, bottles and other dry
waste collected in the dry
waste collection unit.

During the Commissioner’s
inspection, the locals ex-
pressed their appreciation for
the processing and manage-
ment of raw garbage and dry

¢ garbage in the garbage-sew-

age unit, and said that neces-
sary steps will be taken to
open similar garbage-sewage
units in all assembly constitu-
encies in the coming days.

He inspected the quality of
the asphalting work carried
out on the Hulimavu main
road and directed to install
lane markings and zebra
crossings for the convenience
of motorists.

He inspected the develop-
ment work of the Hulimavu
lake area and directed to take

care that the lake water and
the waste water flowing from
the rain water canal do not
mix in the interest of the
aquatic animals in the lake.

During the inspection, he
gave necessary directions re-
garding the construction of a
suitable fencing system and a
barrier wall for the lake to
prevent encroachment on the
lake area.

Chief Engineer KV Ravi
and Executive Engineer were
present on this occasion.

BBMC forms multi-department committee for public grievance redressal

BENGALURU

As per the directions of the
Greater Bengaluru Municipal
Authority, a committee has
been constituted under the
chairmanship of Joint Com-
missioners of Bengaluru East
Municipal Corporation
(BBMC) with officials of all
the departments concerned.

Ex-rowdy sheeter gang arrested
for robbery, kidnapping

BENGALURU

In a shocking incident, a gang
led by a former rowdy and
gangsters intercepted a gutka
trader’s car and kidnapped
him for extra money.

The robbery and abduction
took place near the pipeline of
BEL Layout under Byadara-
halli police station limits.

Around 11.30 pm on Monday,
Mukeshbhai, along with his col-
league Jamabhai, was heading
home with gutka worth Rs 3.5
lakh in a car. As he was ap-
proaching the pipeline of BEL
Layout in Byadarahalli area, a
gang of five or six people in a

Swift car intercepted his car. The
miscreants smashed the wind-
shield of Mukesh’s car with a
large stone. Later, they assaulted
Mukesh and forcibly dragged
him to his car and abducted him.
After the abduction, the gang
stopped the car near a shell pet-
rol pump and robbed Mukesh
of Rs 2 lakh in cash. After the
money was looted, Mukesh
was released with threat to his
life. Mukeshbhai has lodged a
complaint with the Byadarahal-
li police station about the inci-
dent The Byadarahalli police
have registered an FIR on the
basis of a complaint lodged by
Mukeshbhal.

The commissioner said that
the committee will play an
important role in providing
quick, transparent and effec-
tive solutions to the problems
of the public.

The committee will be
headed by the Joint Commis-
sioners of the Zones, the Dep-
uty Commissioners of the
Zones, the Member Secretar-

PROTECT ENVIRONMENT

ies, the Senior Assistant Su-
perintendent of Horticulture,
the Assistant Director (Ani-
mal Husbandry), the Deputy
Conservator of Forests, the
Health Officer, the Zonal
Assistant General Manager
(Solid Waste Management),
the Executive Engineer, the
Revenue Officers, the Assis-
tant Executive Engineer, the

Assistant Revenue Officers,
the Engineering Divi-
sion-wise meeting will be
held on the scheduled dates
every week and the grievanc-
es, grievances and problems
of the public will be
discussed in detail The com-
missioner directed the offi-
cials to take immediate relief
measures.

GBA bans plgeon feedmg in publlc over health risks

BENGALURU

The GBA has banned feeding
pigeons in public places due
to the spread of diseases.
Pigeons should be fed only
at the designated places iden-
tified by the GBA and at the
specified times. If this is vio-
lated, a case will be registered
under sections 270, 271 and
271 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), along with fines and
legal action will be taken, the
Urban Development Depart-
ment has ordered.
Accordingly, those who
feed pigeons in violation of

the rules will be charged with

negligence causing the spread
of an infectious disease. They
can be fined and imprisoned

for up to six months.

No person shall feed or in-
duce to feed pigeons in areas
which may cause nuisance or

health hazard to the public.

Feeding of pigeons shall be
permitted only in designated
areas with conditions. It has
been stated that some NGO
shall be responsible for the
maintenance of the designated
areas and compliance with the
directions.

The Health Department
said that uncontrolled feeding
of pigeons in public places is
leading to large flocks of
birds, causing excessive drop-
pings and serious health prob-
lems. Pigeon droppings and
feathers are increasing the
incidence of lung diseases

such as hypersensitivity pneu-
monitis and other lung diseas-
es.

Expert medical opinion and
reports suggest that exposure
to pigeon droppings and
feathers can cause lung dam-
age. This risk is particularly
high in children, the elderly,
and vulnerable individuals
with pre-existing respiratory
problems.

Therefore, it has been sug-
gested that city governments
should conduct programs to
raise public awareness about
the health effects of pigeon
droppings and feathers.
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ZZ-Year-old college
student dies of heart
attack

Chikkamagalur
A 22-year-old final-year
degree student died sud-
denly due to a heart at-
tack while studying in her
hostel room at Sringeri
town. The deceased was
identified as Disha. A stu-
dent at JCBM College in
Sringeri, Disha was a resi-
dent of the Backward
Classes Welfare Depart-
ment’s Post-Metric Girls’
Hostel. Hailing from
Paduvalli near Megarhalli
village in Tirthahalli taluk,
Disha had a history of
heart problems and was
undergoing treatment.
She woke up early and
was studying in her hostel
room when she suddenly
complained of chest pain.
The hostel warden and
other students rushed her
to a private hospital in
Sringeri.
I

YouTuber Music Mailari
arrested after chasein
POCSO case

Bagalkot
Popular YouTube sensa-
tion known for his folk
songs, Music Mailari, has
been arrested on
Wednesday morning in
connection with a sexual
assault case involving a
minor girl. The Mahalin-
gapur police tracked him
down near Tikota in Vi-
jayapura district after a
hot chase, arrested him
and produced him before
a magistrate. Music
Mailari (29), popular as
‘Trending Star’, was ar-
rested after a case was
registered against him un-
der the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act. The po-
lice are now investigating
the matter and have also
launched a search for his
six associates.

Applications open under PM
Matsya Sampada Yojana

Fisheries Department invites applications under Pradhan Mantri Matsya

Sampada Yojana for vehicles and fish vending uni

CHITRADURGA

The Department of Fisheries
has invited applications from
eligible beneficiaries for the
year 2025-26 under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
as part of the Dharati Aaba
Janjatiya Gram Utsav Abhi-
yan (DAJGUA). The scheme
aims to strengthen liveli-
hood opportunities for those
engaged in fisheries by pro-
viding essential infrastruc-
ture support. The last date
for submission of applica-
tions is December 31.
Under this initiative, appli-
cations are being invited for
the distribution of nine
two-wheelers, three
three-wheelers, and one live
fish vending unit. These ben-
efits are targeted at improving
mobility, marketing reach and
income generation for fishers
involved in fish production
and marketing activities. Only
residents of villages specifi-
cally identified and approved

by the Central government
under the DAJGUA compo-
nent are eligible to apply for
assistance.

In Chitradurga taluk, appli-
cants from villages such as
Byalal, Heggare, Palakihalli,
Madakaripura, Bommanag-
athihalli, Muddapura, Avalen-
ahalli, Kadabanakatte, Haikal,
Pelurahatti, Hunasekatte,
Kalkunte, Megalahalli,
Kallenahalli, Gonuru, In-
galadalu and Kennodlu are

[

eligible.

In Hiriyur taluk, residents
of Bagganadu, Iddalanagena-
halli and Arashinagundi vil-
lages can apply. Hosadurga
taluk includes Nagathihalli
and Kasappanahatti villages,
while Holalkere taluk covers
villages such as Kagalakere,
Vishwanathanahalli, Kodaga-
valli, Chikkanakatte, Kaval,
Arehalli, Gattihosahalli, Pam-
papura, Kyadigere and Ka-
davagere.

ts across selected villages

A large number of villages
across Challakere taluk have
also been included under the
scheme, such as Maleborana-
hatti, Mustalagummi, Chow-
lagere, Guntakolammanahalli,
Bukloorahatti, Mallurahalli,
Dasaramuttenahalli, Hirekere
Kaval, Bhimagondanahalli,
Ramadurga, Nelagetanahatti,
Obbaiyyanahatti, Gajjagana-
halli, Kudapura, Kartikenahal-
li, Varavu, Gaurasamudra,
Mailenahalli, Chikkullarthi,
Kaluvahalli, Maduru, Nanni-
val, Budnahatti, Bomberahal-
1i, Putturahalli and Timmanan-
ayakanakote, among others.

In Molakalmuru taluk, vil-
lages including Bandaravi,
Bommadevarahalli, Kanak-
uppe, Konapura, Urtal, Rama-
sagara, Nagasamudra, Hana-
gal, Guddadahalli, Talavara-
halli, Yerrenahalli, Rayapura,
Marlahalli, Neralahalli, Tu-
makurlahalli, Chikkunti, Sur-
rammanahalli, Muttigarahalli,
Marammanahatti and Netrh-
alli have been identified as
eligible.

Cloudy weather,
rain expected in
the state for 2 days

BENGALURU

The Meteorological Depart-
ment has forecast cloudy
weather and scattered show-
ers in various districts of the
southern interior, including
the capital Bengaluru, for the
next two days. The state has
been gripped by bitter cold
for the past week. Now, the
monsoon winds have intensi-
fied and are blowing from the
Bay of Bengal. This has cre-
ated a rainy atmosphere. The
weather in Bengaluru has
been cloudy since Tuesday
morning. The weather will
remain the same for the next
two days. After that, the
weather will be normal, the
Meteorological Department
has informed. Due to the
cloudy weather, there will be
a bit of cold during the day.

Dilapidated bus stand at
Mudubala circle sparks
safety concerns

t

Serious concerns have been
raised over the condition and
construction of the bus stand
at Mudubala Circle in Maski
taluk, where a 35-year-old di-
lapidated building has been
reused instead of being fully
demolished and rebuilt. The
old bus stand building, locat-
ed at a strategically important
junction, was reportedly
cracked in several places and
was on the verge of collapse
even before the recent con-
struction work was taken up.

Mudubala Circle holds sig-
nificant importance as the Bi-
dar—Chamarajanagar National
Highway (NH-150A) passes
through it. The junction
serves as a major transit point,
connecting more than 100
surrounding villages in four
different directions. For years,
passengers using this stop
have faced severe inconve-
nience, having to stand ex-
posed to rain during the mon-
soon and endure harsh sun-
light during the summer
months due to the absence of
proper shelter.

Acknowledging long-stand-
ing public demand, villagers
had repeatedly brought the
issue to the notice of the local
MLA, urging the construction
of a well-equipped and per-
manent bus stand at the circle.
Responding to these demands,
a contract worth 15 lakh was
reportedly sanctioned through
a cash-strapped construction
centre to build a new bus
shelter. However, instead of
demolishing the unsafe old
structure, the contractor al-
legedly placed a new roof
over the existing dilapidated
building and declared it a new
bus stand.

Locals claim that despite
the poor condition of the orig-
inal structure, the contractor
proceeded with construction
by adding another roof on top
of it, without providing essen-
tial reinforcements such as
iron pillars. Villagers and lo-
cal organisations strongly op-
posed this approach, warning
that it posed a serious safety
risk. However, their objec-
tions were allegedly ignored,
and the work was completed.

Discovery of a Chinese GPS tracker on a migratory seagull in
Karwar has raised concern among police and officials

Chinese GPS tracker found on

KARWAR

A migratory seagull fitted
with a GPS tracking device
bearing Chinese markings has
been found in Karwar town of
Uttara Kannada district, trig-
gering concern among forest
officials and the local police.
The bird was first spotted in
the Kadamba Naval Base
area, a strategically sensitive
zone, prompting immediate
attention from authorities.

According to officials, the
seagull was noticed moving
around the Kadamba Naval
Dockyard region. Forest de-
partment personnel later iden-
tified that the bird was carry-
ing a GPS tracker, after which
it was safely secured and
shifted to the forest depart-
ment office for further exam-
ination. The presence of the
tracker led to heightened
alertness, given the sensitive
nature of the location where
the bird was found.

Initial examination of the
device revealed inscriptions
referring to the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences, along with
the term Eco Environment,
indicating that the tracker
may have been installed as
part of a scientific or ecologi-
cal research project. Officials
believe that such GPS devices
are commonly used to study
migratory patterns, feeding
habits, and movement be-
haviour of birds over long
distances.

Despite the possibility of the
tracker being used purely for
research purposes, the discov-
ery has raised security con-
cerns due to the proximity of

migratory seagull in Karwar

the bird’s movement to the
naval base. Karwar police
have begun collecting detailed
information about the tracker
and its origin to rule out any
potential security threat.

Forest department officials
said they are in the process of
contacting the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences to verify
whether the GPS tracker was
installed as part of a legiti-
mate migratory bird study.
They added that international
wildlife research organisa-
tions often tag migratory birds
to understand climate impact,
migration routes and ecologi-
cal changes.

Meanwhile, the Karwar city
police have registered a case
to formally investigate the
matter. Officials clarified that
registering a case is a precau-
tionary step to ensure trans-
parency and coordination be-
tween departments, including
intelligence and defence
agencies, if required.

Pulse Polio
immunisation drive
from Dec 21 to 24

CHITRADURGA

The National Pulse Polio Im-
munisation Programme will
be implemented across Chi-
tradurga district from De-
cember 21 to 24, with district
authorities appealing for ac-
tive cooperation from citi-
zens, organisations, media
and various government de-
partments to ensure its suc-
cess. The programme aims to
protect children below five
years of age from polio and
prevent any possible resur-
gence of the disease.

Chitradurga Deputy Com-
missioner T. Venkatesh, ad-
dressing the media, said the
Pulse Polio campaign is being
conducted nationwide as a
preventive measure, especial-
ly in view of polio cases re-
ported in neighbouring coun-
tries such as Pakistan and
Afghanistan. He stressed that
sustained immunisation ef-
forts are essential to maintain
immunity among children and
safeguard the country’s po-
lio-free status.

The Deputy Commissioner
said that the Pulse Polio drive
in the district will be conduct-
ed from December 21 to De-
cember 24, with December 21
designated as the booth day.
On this day, all children be-
low the age of five must be
administered two drops of the
polio vaccine, irrespective of
how many times they may
have received the vaccine ear-

-
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District administration
urges citizens to
support Pulse Polio
drive from December
21 to 24 to protect
children

lier. He emphasised that re-
peated doses are necessary to
strengthen immunity and en-
sure complete protection.

To carry out the pro-
gramme effectively, the dis-
trict administration has con-
stituted 1,169 booth teams
across Chitradurga. These
teams aim to cover a total of
1,26,361 children during the
campaign period. In addition
to booth-based vaccination
on December 21, door-to-
door and follow-up activities
will be undertaken in the
subsequent days to ensure
that no child is missed.

Deputy Commissioner
Venkatesh appealed to all
sections of society, including
voluntary organisations, edu-
cational institutions, health
workers, frontline staff, and
the media, to actively partici-
pate and support the initiative.

Hunger strike launched over
delay in bridge construction

RABAKAVI

A relay hunger strike was
launched in Rabakavi town of
Rabakavi-Banahatti taluk, pro-
testing the prolonged delay in
the construction of the Ma-
hishawadagi bridge, a crucial
link between Belagavi and
Bagalkote districts. The protest
is being held on the main road
near the Shankaralinga Temple
in Rabakavi and is being led
by Dr. Ravi Jamkhandi.

The Mahishawadagi bridge,
being constructed across the
Krishna River near Jakawel
village, has been under con-
struction for nearly a decade.
Once completed, the bridge is
expected to significantly im-
prove connectivity between
Belagavi and Bagalkote dis-
tricts and benefit thousands of
commuters from Rabaka-
vi-Banahatti, Ramapura, Hosur

and surrounding regions. How-
ever, the prolonged delay in
completing the project has trig-
gered widespread public anger.

Protesters stated that it is un-
acceptable for a bridge of
barely one kilometre in length
to take five to six years for
completion. They alleged that
repeated assurances by author-
ities and contractors have
failed to translate into prog-
ress on the ground. As a mark
of protest, a relay hunger
strike has been initiated, with
participants taking turns to
fast. Protest leaders warned
that if construction work does
not resume immediately, the
agitation would be intensified
in the coming days. Several
social organisations, local
leaders, intellectuals and
members of the public visited
the protest site and extended
their support.

Police crack brutal murder of
Westron Company employee

KOLAR

The Malur police have
cracked a sensational murder
case that had shocked Kolar
district, arresting the accused
after nearly three months of
sustained investigation. The
case relates to the brutal kill-
ing of Arnab, a native of West
Bengal, who was employed at
the Westron private company
in the Malur industrial area.
According to police, the in-
cident occurred around 10.45
pm when Arnab was returning
after completing his work
shift. He was waylaid near
Shivarapatnam village and
stabbed multiple times by mis-

creants, who fled the scene
immediately, leaving him dead
on the spot. The murder trig-
gered fear among industrial
workers and residents, as the
victim was attacked during
routine movement after work
hours. With no eyewitnesses
or immediate clues, the case
posed a major challenge. Un-
der the leadership of Malur
Police Inspector Ramappa B.
Gutter, a special team exam-
ined technical evidence, anal-
ysed call detail records, re-
viewed CCTV footage and
questioned several suspects.
Sustained surveillance and in-
telligence inputs ultimately led
to the breakthrough.

New BPL ration cards to be issued soon

BENGALURU

Karnataka Food and Civil
Supplies Minister K.H. Muni-
yappa on Wednesday an-
nounced positive news for
people who have been waiting
for new ration cards, stating
that eligible beneficiaries will
receive new Below Poverty
Line (BPL) ration cards with-
in the next one to one-and-a-
half months. Speaking at a
press conference held at the
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha, the
minister said the government
has made significant progress
in processing pending appli-
cations.

According to Muniyappa, a
total of 3.96 lakh applications
were received across the state

ROADS DEATH TRAPS

from people seeking new BPL
ration cards. Of these, appli-
cations that met the pre-
scribed eligibility criteria
have largely been processed.
So far, 2.95 lakh eligible ap-
plications have already been
disposed of. Instructions have
been issued to officials to en-
sure that the remaining eligi-
ble applicants are issued ra-
tion cards within the next
month, the minister said.

The minister also stated that
the government is actively
identifying and removing in-
eligible BPL cardholders as
part of a clean-up exercise.
Such cards are being convert-
ed to Above Poverty Line
(APL) cards wherever re-
quired, ensuring that benefits

reach only deserving families.
This process, he said, would
help improve transparency
and strengthen the public dis-
tribution system.

Muniyappa further an-
nounced that meetings will be
held in every district by the
end of this month to complete
the process of opening new
fair price shops.

Under the revised internal
reservation policy, as many as
3,517 fair price shops will be
allotted to beneficiaries be-
longing to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, provid-
ing them with livelihood op-
portunities and improving
access to essential commodi-
ties in rural and underserved
areas.

Rising accidents turn dist roads into death traps

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Chikkaballapura district is
witnessing a disturbing rise in
road accidents year after year,
with lives being lost almost
daily across different loca-
tions. The growing number of
fatalities and injuries has
raised serious concerns
among residents, road users
and safety experts, who warn
that the district’s roads are in-
creasingly becoming paths of
death.

Official statistics paint a
grim picture. Between 2021

and 2025, as many as 1,577
people lost their lives in road
accidents across Chikka-
ballapura district. During the
same period, a total of 4,049
road accident cases were reg-
istered, indicating not only a
high frequency of accidents
but also their increasing se-
verity. The data clearly shows
that the number of accidents
has been rising steadily each
year, highlighting an urgent
public safety crisis.

Injuries resulting from road
accidents have also remained
alarmingly high. In 2023

alone, 1,113 people were in-
jured in accidents. Though the
number slightly reduced to
758 in 2024, it again rose
sharply to around 900 injuries
in 2025. Many victims have

suffered permanent disabili-
ties, including loss of limbs,
while others continue to live
with serious physical and psy-
chological trauma.

Road users and activists at-
tribute the rising accidents to
multiple factors. Reckless and
overspeed driving remains
one of the primary causes,
along with driving without
proper training or licences.
Poor road conditions in sever-
al areas, including damaged
surfaces, potholes and uneven
stretches, further increase the
risk of accidents, especially

during night hours and the
monsoon season.

Another major concern is
the lack of proper service
roads and clear signage on
major roads and highways
passing through the district.
Inadequate warning boards,
missing signposts and poorly
marked intersections have
made navigation dangerous
for both local commuters and
long-distance travellers. Citi-
zens have also complained
about insufficient lighting on
several accident-prone
stretches.
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Weavers’ Welfare
Committee
announces bandh

Doddaballapura
The Weavers’ Welfare
Committee has decided
to call for a bandhin
Doddaballapura by the
end of December, de-
manding immediate
government interven-
tion to resolve the deep-
ening crisis in the local
weaving industry. The
decision was taken dur-
ing a district-level con-
sultation meeting held
in the city, which was
attended by representa-
tives of various political
parties and weavers’ or-
ganisations. The meet-
ing discussed the severe
impact of the large-
scale import and sale of
Surat sarees in Dodda-
ballapura, which has
traditionally been
known as an important
weaving hub.

CSR-funded govt
school building
construction launched

Anekal
The construction of a
new government school
building at Soluru vil-
lage under Vanakana-
halli Gram Panchayat in
Anekal taluk formally
began with a Bhumi
Puja ceremony, sup-
ported by funds from
Bhash Company under
its Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) initi-
ative. The ceremony
was performed by Pan-
dalika Kamath of Bhash
Company along with
Field Education Officer
G. Gurumurthy, marking
a significant step to-
wards strengthening
educational infrastruc-
ture in the region.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Field Education
Officer G. Gurumurthy
emphasised the impor-
tance of collective ef-
forts in developing gov-
ernment schools.

Cong warns of agitation if Centre
obstructs Yettinahole project

Congress leaders in Tumakuru resolved to launch village-level protests

if the Centre

TUMAKURU

Congress leaders in Tumaku-
ru have decided to intensify
their agitation from the grass-
roots level if the Union gov-
ernment continues to obstruct
the implementation of the
Yettinahole drinking water
project. The decision was tak-
en during a meeting held in
the city, where party leaders
expressed strong displeasure
over what they described as
repeated hurdles created by
the Centre in executing the
long-pending project.
Addressing the meeting,
Congress leaders said the Yet-
tinahole project is crucial for
providing drinking water to
the drought-prone districts of
central Karnataka, including
Tumakuru, Chikkaballapura,

continues to obstruct the Vi

Kolar, Ramanagara and parts
of Bengaluru Rural. They al-
leged that despite the state
government’s commitment
and investment, the Centre
has been delaying clearances
and approvals, affecting time-
ly completion of the project.
The leaders warned that if
the Union government does
not cooperate, the party will
take the issue directly to the

e
Sy

B -

people. If the Centre contin-
ues to create obstacles, we
will be forced to launch a
widespread agitation starting
from the village level, they
said. They added that public
awareness programmes, pro-
tests and demonstrations
would be organised across
rural and urban areas to high-
light the importance of the
project.

ettinahole project

Speakers at the meeting
said the Yettinahole project is
not a political issue but a mat-
ter of survival for lakhs of
people who face acute drink-
ing water shortages every
summer. They accused the
Centre of adopting an an-
ti-Karnataka stance by delay-
ing environmental and for-
est-related approvals, despite
similar projects being cleared
in other states.

Congress leaders also criti-
cised the local BJP leadership,
alleging that they have failed
to exert pressure on the Union
government to protect the in-
terests of the state. They said
elected representatives from
the ruling party at the Centre
should stand with the people
of Karnataka rather than re-
main silent spectators.

Parigrah Trust
pledges educational
support for students

HOSKOTE

District-level millet cookery
competition on December 30

CHITRADURGA

Highlighting the need to sup-
port talented children from
rural backgrounds, Parigrah
Trust founder Sunil Kumar
announced that the trust
would bear the expenses for
the further education of poor
and meritorious students
studying at Balenahalli Gov-
ernment School. He made this
assurance during a pro-
gramme organised at the
Balenahalli Government Low-
er Primary School in Sulibele
hobli of Hoskote taluk. Sunil
Kumar was speaking after dis-
tributing tracksuits and learn-
ing materials to students on
behalf of the Parigrah Trust.
He said many children in rural
government schools possess
exceptional talent and dedica-
tion, but often lack financial
and social support to continue
their education beyond the pri-
mary level.

The Department of Agricul-
ture has announced the organ-
isation of a district-level mil-
let and forgotten foods cook-
ery competition in Chitradur-
ga on December 30, as a pre-
lude to the State-Level Millet
and Organic International
Trade Fair—2026. Applica-
tions have been invited from
interested participants, with
December 30 set as the last
date for submission.

According to officials, the
competition will be held at 10
am at the office of the Joint
Director of Agriculture, locat-
ed near the APMC Yard in
Chitradurga city. The event
aims to promote the nutrition-
al value of millets and revive
awareness about traditional
and forgotten foods prepared
using indigenous crop variet-
ies.

The competition is open to

the general public across the
district, excluding students
and officials or staff of the
Agriculture Department. In-
terested participants must
submit applications along
with a photograph, clearly
mentioning their name, ad-
dress, the dish to be prepared,
ingredients required, prepara-
tion time and a brief descrip-
tion of the cooking method.
Applications must be submit-
ted in person at the Joint Di-
rector of Agriculture’s office
before 10 am on December
30.

Participants have been in-
structed that each contestant
is allowed to prepare only one

dish, which may be a sweet,
savoury, or a forgotten tradi-
tional food. The dish must be
prepared at home and brought
for display at the venue by 10
am on the competition day,
after completing registration
at 9 am. Winners of first, sec-
ond and third prizes at the
state level in the previous
year’s millet cookery compe-
tition will not be eligible to
participate this year. Only
vegetarian dishes made from
millets and forgotten foods
will be permitted.

Millet-based dishes may be
prepared using crops such as
jowar, ragi, foxtail millet,
pearl millet, kodo millet,
barnyard millet and little mil-
let. Forgotten foods include
traditional recipes made from
indigenous landraces, nutri-
tionally rich crops cultivated
by a limited number of farm-
ers using local or traditional
farming practices.
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Maize procurement

PN

centres to be opened
in Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA

The Chitradurga district ad-
ministration has initiated
steps to open maize procure-
ment centres for the 2025-26
marketing season, following
government orders and based
on demand from poultry feed
manufacturing institutions. A
total of 750 metric tonnes of
maize will be procured
through designated coopera-
tive societies in the district,
officials said.

The decision was taken
during a meeting of the Dis-
trict Task Force Committee
held under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commissioner T.
Venkatesh. As per the direc-
tions issued in the meeting,
three procurement centres
will be established to facili-
tate smooth purchase of maize
from farmers at the govern-
ment-declared support price.

Accordingly, procurement
centres will be opened
through the Primary Agricul-
tural Credit Society (PACS)
Aimangala to purchase 250
metric tonnes, the Taluk Agri-
cultural Produce Cooperative
Marketing Society (TAP-
CMS) Hiriyur to procure an-
other 250 metric tonnes, and
the PACS Madanayakanahalli
to procure the remaining 250
metric tonnes of maize.

The Deputy Commissioner

Chitradurga district to
open maize
procurement centres
to purchase 750 metric
tonnes as per
government orders

has instructed the procure-
ment agency, Karnataka State
Cooperative Marketing Fed-
eration Limited, Chitradurga,
to purchase maize strictly in
accordance with government
norms. Under the guidelines,
maize will be procured at a
price of 22,400 per quintal.
Farmers will be allowed to
sell maize at the rate of 12
quintals per acre, with a max-
imum limit of 50 quintals per
farmer.

Officials have also stressed
that only quality maize meet-
ing prescribed standards will
be accepted at the procure-
ment centres.

As per the quality norms,
moisture content in maize
should be less than 12 per
cent, fungal infection should
not exceed 3 per cent, and the
grain count should be at least
350 kernels per 100 grams. In
addition, toxin levels must be
below 20 parts per trillion
(PPT), while impurities such
as husk, stones and other
waste material should be less
than 1 per cent.

Cyclone Bakung brings
dense fog and cold winds

DEVANAHALLI

The effects of Cyclone Bakung, which formed
over the Indian Ocean, have begun to make them-
selves felt in parts of Karnataka, with Vijayapura
hobli in Devanahalli taluk experiencing an unusu-

 NAME CHANGE

I, CHIRAYIL EBRAHIM,
S/o. Chirayil Moideen
Haji, Resident of Kolakeri
PO Napoklu, Madikeri
Taluk, Kodagu Dist
-571214, Karnataka, have
changed my nametoCM
IBRAHIM, vide affidavit
dated: 16.12.2025 before

I, Inbaraj A S/o CAmburose, residing at no.1353, 2
nd Cross, Manjunath Layout,Chamundinagar,

R T Nagar, Bengalore -560032
AND

I, CAmburose S/o Chinnappan, residing at no.1353,
2 nd Cross, Manjunath Layout, Chamundinagar,

R T Nagar, Bengalore -32
AND

LA Anthoniyammal W/o C Amburose, residing

at n0.1353, 2nd cross, Manjunath Layout,
Chamundinagar, R T Nagar, Bengalore -32

 NAME CHANGE || NAME CHANGE

I, MUBEENA BEGUM
SYED YOUSUF, W/o. Syed
Yousuf Bareed, Resident
of No.6/2, 3rd Cross
Muniveerappa Layout
Shampura R.T.Nagar Post,
Bengaluru-560032, have
changed my name to
MUBEENA BEGUM, Vide
Affidavit Dated: 16.12.2025

I, FIRDAUS MULLA, D/o.
Abdul Shakoor Husain
Mulla, Resident of No. 53,
2nd Floor, 1st Block, 15th
Cross, R T Nagar, Bengaluru
-560032, Karnataka,
have changed my name
to FIRDAUS ABDUL
SHAKOOR MULLA, vide
affidavit dated: 17.12.2025

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.
No:EE/PWD/SINDAGI/2025-26/3570 Dated:16.12.2025
NOTICE INVITING QUOTATIONS FOR
Installation of Street lights on the main street

of Sindagi City in the Sindagi constituency
FOR PREPARATION OF ESTIMATES

notary MEER HASSAN,
Bengaluru.

al spell of cold, foggy and cloudy weather. Resi-
dents, already grappling with winter conditions,

Sealed Quotations are invited from the reputed Company /

1) I Inbaraj A, Aadhar number 234642921494 ,
2) I, C Amburose , Aadhar number 926382619887
3) I, A Anthoniyammal, Aadhar number

before notary MEER
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

before notary R.

BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru. Firms Quotation for Installation of ~ street lights onthe main

are finding it increasingly difficult to cope as the
cyclone’s influence has intensified the chill across
the region. Dense fog enveloped Vijayapura and
surrounding areas until nearly 9 am, significantly
reducing visibility and disrupting normal morning
routines. Even after the fog lifted, the weather re-
mained overcast throughout the day, accompanied

by persistent cold winds.

The gloomy conditions

continued well into the evening, making it uncom-
fortable for people to step outside.

Elderly residents and young children were par-
ticularly affected by the sudden drop in tempera-
ture and lack of sunlight. Many families reported
that senior citizens and children stayed indoors for
most of the day, as the cold conditions made it
difficult to venture out. Local residents described
the situation as a cold war imposed by Cyclone
Bakung on people who were already enduring the
winter season. According to local weather obser-
vations, the maximum temperature in Vijayapura
hobli was recorded at 22 degrees Celsius, while
the minimum temperature dipped to 17 degrees

Celsius.

I, MABAVVA KOPPAL W/o S
R RAJASAB, R/o # 01, Ward
No. 01, Near Basavana
Katte, Siddrampur,
Sindhnur, Raichur,
Karnataka - 584128, have

| S DEEPAK alias DEEPAK S
alias DEEPAK SURESH S/O
B A SURESH, R/O #3,
Deepthi Nivas, 8th Cross,
LBS Nagar, Bangalore,
Karnataka-560017, have

284584158083 , I am citizen of india and I am
residing as above address.

4)That Inbraj A and Inbaraj A ,pertain to one and
same person i.e , INBARAJ A.

5) That Ambrose and C Amburose pertain to one
and same person i.e,

C AMBUROSE.

6) That Anthoniamma and A Anthoniyammal,

pertain to one and the same person i.e, A
ANTHONIYAMMAL.

7) That we are making this affidavit for the purpose of
changing names on Karnataka Secondary Education
Examination Board Certificate.

We have verified that the contents of the above
affidavit are true correct to the best of my knowledge
and nothing has been concealed therein.

 NAME CHANGE

I, ALEENA TASKEEN B F,
W/o. Qumar Alam, Resident
of No. 39, 1st Main, 2nd
Cross, Umarbagh Layout, JP
Nagar, Bengaluru -560078,
Karnataka, have changed
my name to F ALEENA
TASKEEN, vide affidavit
dated: 17.12.2025 before
notary MEER HASSAN,
Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE Jo

I, RESHMA SAMIULLA
W/o. Abdul Parveez,
Resident of No.17,
Basheera Manzil 2nd Cross
Kausar Nagar Dinnur
Main Road R.T.Nagar
Post, Bengaluru-560032,
have changed my name to
RESHMA, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 16.12.2025 before
notary R. BASAVARAJA,
Bengaluru.

known as M RUDRESHI.

 NAME CHANGE

RUDRESHI M alias
RUDRESH MALLESHAPPA
S/o K MALLESHAPPA, R/o
#540/49, Ashirwada,
Mouneshwara Badavane,
Nittuvalli New Extension,
Davanagere, Karnataka-
577004, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be

streets of Sindagi city in the Sindagi constituency as per the
enclosed specifications on the terms and conditions as given
herein for preparation of estimates.

1. The rates should be inclusive of all Services and applicable
taxes

2. The rates should be quoted for the quality items and in
caseifany changeinitemsthis should be clearly stated.

3. The rates should be valid for the period of at least (1) One
months from the date of quotations and the bidders are
bound to submit at these rates, when orders are placed
within the validity period.

4. Sealed quotations should be reach this office on or before
23.12.2025 @ 4.00 P.M. or handed over personally in this
office. Delayin postaltransit will not be considered.

I, ZABI ULLA KHANYY,
S/o. Yakub Khan Resident
of No.176, G Floor 3rd
Cross, Lakshmi Layout
Arekere Bannerghatta
Road Bengaluru-560076,
have changed my name
to ZABI ULLA KHAN,
Vide Affidavit Dated:
16.12.2025 before
notary R. BASAVARAJA,
Bengaluru.

| SAIF ATHER KHAN S/O

Government of Karnataka
PUBLIC WORKS, DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, Chamarajanagara Division, Chamarajanagara
e-mail: eecnr@kpwd.gov.in/pwdeechner@gmail.com, Phone/Fax: 08226-222027

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only)

H(Two Cover System: Section-1-Technical Bid and Section-2-Financial Bid)
Short Term Tender Notification No 22/2025-26 Dated:15.12.2025 (Call-2,4 & 5)

Item rate tenders are invited through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only on behalf of Governer of Karnataka

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur
FOTR0Y/DTONTNT /549 BAFT R02/2025-26

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division,
SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210

No. EE/BId.1/AE-LH/AE-5/2025-26/61 Date: 16.12.2025
INVITATION FOR SHORT-TERM TENDER(IFT) CALL -2

The above Departmentinvites Tenders through e-procurement
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible
Tenderers for below mentioned works. Name of Work:
(1) Providing and laying of main sewer pipe line at Race
View Building, Race View Cottage and KHB-4Minister
quarters at Race Course Road, Bengaluru. Tender

MUMTAZ AKHTAR HUSAIN R/O
Villa 144 Phase 1, The Empyrean

from Eligible registered civil Contractor in KPWD in Standard Bid document KW-3 & KW-4 form The Total
no of works is 1, H/A :- 5054-03-337-0-16-154 SH Bridges Works maximum estimated cost is Rs, 1500.00
lakhs, The Total no of works is 2, H/A:- 5054-04-337-0-01-154 MDR Improvements Works Minimum
estimated cost is Rs, 500.00 lakhs, maximum estimated cost is Rs, 750.00 lakhs, AND The Total no of works

Reference:PWD/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT29937.
Approx. value: Rs. 35.08 lakhs. EMD: Rs. 70,200/-. Period
of Completion: 03 Months. (2) Annual Maintenance of

Society, Anchemuskur Village, is 1, H/A :- 5054- 80-190-0-01-132 Kalasanka Works maximum estimated cost is Rs, 70.00 lakhs, Further

changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
TASLIM BEGUM.

changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
ARYAN VARMA.

I, GYANA RANJAN JENA S/o
HIRDA NANDI JENA R/o No 012,
Wing 1B, Suncity Gloria
Apartments, Sarjapura Main Road,
Decathlon, Doddaknnahalli,
Carmelaram, Bangalore South,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560035,
have changed the name of my
minor son HIMNISH RANJAN
aged 14 years and he shall
hereafter be known as HIMNISH
RRANJJAN.

I, SHANTHARAJU K S/O
KRISHNAPPA, R/O
Rajakallahalli, Kolar,
Karnataka - 563101, have
changed the name of my
minor son TRIVANN S aged
05 years and he shall
hereafter be known as
ADETHYATHANNVEKS.

Chikkathirupathi Post, Malur,

changes in this Notification will be Published in Kppp.karnataka.gov.in Only. Date of events as follows:

Kolar, Karnataka-563160, have
changed the name of my minor
daughter SEHER AKHTAR KHAN
aged 14 years and she shall

1 | Date and Time for downloading the
tender document from the
Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal

From 22.12.2025 to
02.01.2026 upto 16.00 Hrs

hereafter be known as SAHAR 2
AKHTAR KHAN.

Pre-Bid Meeting Date

24.12.2025 in Division Office
Meeting Hall at 11.00 AM

3 | downloading the tender document

02.01.2026 Up to 16.00 Hrs

from the Last Date and Time
4

Date & Time for opening of Technical bid

03.01.2026 after 16.30 Hrs

5 | Date & Time for opening of Financial bid

05.01.2026 Morning 11.00 AM

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042

No: DIPRICHANAGAR: 567: 2025-26

More information can be had from the web site: https://www.Kppp.karnataka.gov.in & Any other
details required can be obtained from office of the under signed during office hours.

Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Chamarajanagar

firefighting equipment system, fire hydrants, Sprinkler
system, repairs to firefighting pumps and refilling
of fire extinguishers and providing essential water
supply and sanitary fittings, painting, polishing and
other allied works to Vikasa Soudha, Bengaluru From
01.10.2025 to 31.07.2026. (Reserved for SC) PWD/2025-
26/BD/WORK_INDENT22756/Call-2. Approx. value of work:
Rs. 63.90 lakhs. EMD: Rs. 64,000/-. Period of Completion:
10 Months. Cost of Document: As per KPP Portal. Last date
for downloading Tender through e-procurement portal and
submission through online: 24.12.2025 up to 4.00 PM. Date
of opening the Tender: as per e-procurement guidelines.
Further information and other details can be obtained
from the above office or from e-procurement portal http://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/DD-C.P/4489/KSMCA/2025-26
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Sabarimala gold
case:ExTDB
officerarrested

Thiruvananthapuram
The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the
Sabarimala gold loss
cases on Wednesday ar-
rested former Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB)
administrative officer S
Sreekumar, sources said.
The arrest came two
weeks after the Kerala
High Court rejected his
anticipatory bail plea,
citing strong allegations.
The court had also de-
nied bail to former TDB
secretary S Jayasree. It
noted that granting
pre-arrest bail would
weaken the probe. Sree-
kumar is the seventh
person arrested in the
case.

RG Kar college case
moved to Calcutta
High Court

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday transferred
the RG Kar Medical Col-
lege trainee doctor rape
and murder case to the
Calcutta High Court. The
top court, which had tak-
en suo motu notice of
the case in 2024, direct-
ed that all case records
be sent to the high court
and a copy of the status
report be shared with the
victim’s parents. The in-
cident, reported in Au-
gust last year, had trig-
gered nationwide out-
rage and widespread
protests.

Delhi construction
workers to get Rs 10K
compensation

New Delhi
Delhi Labour Minister Ka-
pil Mishra on Wednesday
announced Rs 10,000
compensation for con-
struction workers who
lost income due to GRAP
[Iland GRAP IV anti-pol-
lution measures. He said
all government and pri-
vate offices must ensure
50% staff work from
home starting Thursday,
or face action. Compen-
sation will be given to
registered workers for
the days these restric-
tions are in place, exclud-
ing essential services like
hospitals and fire de-
partments. Mishra also
criticised the Aam Aadmi
Party for politicising the
issue.

President Murmu begms five-
day winter sojourn in Hyderabad

President Droupadi Murmu arrived in Hyderabad to begin her annual winter
visit and was warmly welcomed at Air Force Station

HYDERABAD

President Droupadi Murmu
reached Hyderabad on
Wednesday for a five-day
winter sojourn. She was
warmly welcomed at Air
Force Station, Hakeempet, by
Telangana Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma, Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka, ministers D. Sridhar
Babu and Seethakka, along
with Chief Secretary K. Ra-
makrishna Rao, Director Gen-
eral of Police B. Shivadhar
Reddy, and senior civil and
defence officials.

The President later pro-
ceeded by road to Rashtrapati
Nilayam at Bollarum, where
she will stay until December

o

21. Police maintained tight
security and traffic diversions
along the route. During her
stay, she will inaugurate the
National Conference for
Chairpersons of Public Ser-

vice Commissions on Decem-
ber 19 and address the Brah-
ma Kumaris’ conference on
‘Timeless Wisdom of Bharat’
on December 20.

Extensive arrangements

have been made by central
and state departments, includ-
ing Rashtrapati Nilayam offi-
cials. The police, fire services,
and medical teams are on
standby, while special teams
address potential wildlife is-
sues such as snakes, monkeys,
and honeybees in the expan-
sive green premises.

Rashtrapati Nilayam, origi-
nally built in 1860 as the Brit-
ish Resident’s country house,
became the President’s offi-
cial retreat after Hyderabad’s
accession to India in 1948.
President Rajendra Prasad
was the first to stay here in
1955, and since then, every
President has conducted offi-
cial work from this southern
sojourn annually.

Hyd man’s role
in Australia
shooting sparks
alarm: Rao

HYDERABAD

Telangana BJP chief N Ram-
chander Rao on Wednesday
described the involvement of
a Hyderabad man in the re-
cent mass shooting at Bondi
Beach, Australia, as an “in-
sult” to India and a serious
security threat. Sajid Akram,
one of the suspects in the at-
tack that killed 15 people, is
originally from Hyderabad,
Telangana Police confirmed
on Tuesday.

Rao urged local authorities
to investigate how Akram left
India and the contacts he
maintained after moving to
Australia. He stressed that the
incident reflects a dangerous
trend that could tarnish In-
dia’s and Hyderabad’s image
and suggested a police inquiry
into Akram’s family history
and background.

“Unfortunately, the people
involved are from India and
specifically Hyderabad.
Though Akram moved abroad
27 years ago, Hyderabad may
still have sleeper cells linked
to IST and ISIS,” Rao said.

Sajid Akram, 50, completed
his B.Com in Hyderabad be-
fore migrating to Australia in
November 1998 in search of
employment. He retained his
Indian passport until his death
in the attack. Australian au-
thorities have termed the inci-
dent a “terrorist attack in-
spired by Islamic State,” ac-
cording to Federal Police
Commissioner Krissy Barrett.

The Telangana BJP leader’s
remarks highlight growing
concerns about links between
Indian nationals and global
terror networks, urging strict-
er monitoring and investiga-
tions to prevent such incidents
in the future.

Punjab Governor
holds talks with union
ministers in Delhi

NEW DELHI

Punjab Governor and Chandi-
garh administrator Gulab
Chand Kataria on Wednesday
met Union Ministers Nitin
Gadkari, Manohar Lal Khat-
tar, and Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat in Delhi to discuss key
issues concerning Punjab and
Chandigarh. The meetings fo-
cused on infrastructure devel-
opment, urban planning, road
connectivity, public welfare
initiatives, and coordinated
efforts between the Centre,
the state, and Chandigarh ad-
ministration.

Governor Kataria highlight-
ed the importance of sustain-
able development, improved
civic amenities, and the
speedy implementation of on-
going and proposed projects
to benefit the region’s resi-
dents. He stressed that effi-
cient collaboration between
different levels of government
is crucial for achieving tangi-
ble progress in both urban and

¥l

rural areas.

Upon arrival in Delhi, Ka-
taria was warmly welcomed
at Parliament by Union Min-
ister Ravneet Singh Bittu and
Rajya Sabha MP Satnam
Singh Sandhu, reflecting the
importance of the discussions.

The talks underscored the
Punjab Governor’s commit-
ment to addressing regional
development priorities and
enhancing the quality of life
for people in Punjab and
Chandigarh through effective
planning and execution of
government projects.

Odisha police take action after temple throne photograph goes viral

Viral Jagannath Temple photo
sparks security concerns

PURI

Odisha Police on Wednesday
filed a case after a photograph
of the ‘Ratna Singhasan’ (be-
jewelled throne) inside the
sanctum of Shree Jagannath
Temple went viral on social
media, raising questions about
the shrine’s security. Puri SP
Prateek Singh said the case
was registered at Singha
Dwar police station under
sections of the Shree Jagan-
nath Temple Act, and the cy-
ber team is monitoring plat-
forms where the photo was
shared.

Despite a strict ban on cam-
eras and mobile phones inside
the temple, the picture of the
deities—Lord Balabhadra,
Devi Subhadra, and Lord Ja-
gannath—was taken at close
range. Singh noted that action
can be taken only after identi-
fying those who clicked and
shared the image. He also
called for stronger legislation,

saying such violations have
become frequent.

Jagannath culture research-
er Bhaskar Mishra empha-
sised that photography restric-
tions are crucial for shrine
security, given potential
threats. He urged authorities
to investigate how a person
managed to smuggle a camera
or phone inside.

The incident has caused
outrage among servitors, dev-
otees, and the public, who are

demanding accountability.
Local resident Rathindra
Mishra said responsibility lies
not only with the person who
clicked the picture but also
with those who failed to en-
force temple rules.

The police investigation
continues as authorities work
to ensure stricter security
measures at the 12th-century
shrine, highlighting the need
to balance tradition with mod-
ern safety protocols.

Surname error in West Bengal
voter list sparks controversy

KOLKATA

A clerical error in the draft
voter list in West Bengal has
sparked a political row, with
CPI(M) leader Md Salim
and his son Atish Aziz listed
under the Hindu surname
‘Awasthi’. Atish Aziz, a reg-
istered voter from the Kolk-
ata Port Assembly constitu-
ency, discovered the mis-
take while reviewing the
draft electoral rolls released
on December 16 as part of
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) exercise.

Aziz shared on social me-
dia that both his name and
his father’s name had the
incorrect surname added.
“My father has been a poli-
tician for decades. If such
an error can happen in his
case, one can only imagine
what might have happened
to others,” he said. He also
questioned the purpose of
conducting the SIR at a high

cost if such basic inaccura-
cies occur.

Aziz criticized sections of
the media and the BJP for
claiming the SIR process
would target Muslims, not-
ing that the error instead
“turned both my father Md
Salim and me into Brah-
mins.” He shared images of
the draft rolls showing
‘Awasthi’ appended to their
names.

The CPI(M) has informed
its booth-level agent, who is

coordinating with the Chief
Electoral Officer to rectify
the issue. The electoral rolls
were published following
the digitisation of enumera-
tion form data, marking the
first phase of the SIR exer-
cise in the state.

The incident has drawn
attention to the need for
careful verification during
voter list revisions, high-
lighting concerns about ac-
curacy and fairness in the
electoral process.

Final batch of Apache
attack helicopters
reaches India

NEW DELHI

The US Embassy in India on
Wednesday welcomed the ar-
rival of the final batch of Boe-
ing AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters for the Indian
Army, calling it a fulfilment
of commitments under the In-
dia-US defence partnership.
The deliveries, which had
faced repeated delays, now
complete the contract for six
helicopters. The embassy said
the milestone strengthens re-
gional security, deepens col-
laboration in co-production,
training, and technology
exchange, and reflects the
growing US-India defence
relationship.

The Indian Army will de-
ploy the helicopters in Jodh-
pur after assembly, joint in-
spections, and formalities.
The AH-64E Apache is
equipped with Hellfire mis-
siles, 70 mm Hydra rockets,
Stinger missiles, a 30 mm
chain gun, and Longbow fire
control radar, offering 360-de-
gree coverage and advanced
night operations. The AH-64E
Version 6 is optimised for
Multi-Domain Operations,
integrating sensors, long-
range weapons, and network

India receives the final
batch of AH-64E Apache
attack helicopters,
completing the
contracted delivery and
strengthening India-US
defence partnership,
regional security, and
modernisation of Army
Aviation Corps
capabilities.

connectivity for complex bat-
tlefield scenarios.

The Army Aviation Corps
continues to expand its fire-
power with the Apache fleet,
alongside the induction of 90
indigenous Light Combat He-
licopters (LCH) Prachand and
the Rudra version of the Ad-
vanced Light Helicopter
(ALH). The Indian Air Force
already operates 22 Apache
helicopters deployed in Lada-
kh and western sectors.

The first batch of Apache
helicopters, initially expected
in early 2025, arrived in July
after multiple delays. The
completion of deliveries
marks another step in mod-
ernising India’s attack heli-
copter capabilities and en-
hancing joint operational
readiness with the US.
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Congress MPs protest
over alleged misuse of ED

NEW DELHI

Congress MPs on Wednesday
staged a protest in the Parlia-
ment House complex against
the Centre, alleging misuse of
the Enforcement Directorate
following court relief to Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi in
the National Herald case.

The protest highlighted the
Delhi court’s refusal to take
cognisance of the ED’s mon-
ey laundering charges against
the two leaders, which Con-
gress MPs said reaffirmed
that truth had prevailed. Lift-
ing a banner reading “Sa-
tyamev Jayate, Truth Pre-
vails,” the MPs gathered at
the Makar Dwar steps, raising
slogans against the govern-
ment and demanding an apol-
ogy from the Narendra Modi
administration.

Congress leaders participat-
ing in the protest included
general secretary K C Venu-
gopal, AICC general secretary
Mukul Wasnik, MPs Shashi
Tharoor, Tariq Anwar, Ku-

mari Selja, K Suresh, and
Manickam Tagore. Earlier, the
party had demanded the resig-
nation of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah following
the court relief.

The opposition party also
vowed to expose what it called
“vendetta politics” against its
leadership. Party president
Mallikarjun Kharge said at a
press conference that Congress
workers are agitated and will
show their strength, both in-
side and outside Parliament,
against the alleged misuse of
investigative agencies. “We
will keep fighting them and
teach them a lesson,” he said.

The Delhi court on Tuesday
dismissed the ED’s charge,
noting that the probe originat-
ed from a private complaint
and not a formal FIR. The de-
cision provides relief to Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, and
five others named in the case,
marking a significant moment
in the ongoing National Her-
ald matter.

Food carnival boosts tourism, empowers woren in Shimla

SHIMLA

The Food Carnival, held
alongside the SARAS Fair at
Shimla’s historic Ridge
Ground, has become a major
tourist attraction while pro-
viding sustainable livelihoods
for rural women across Him-
achal Pradesh. Organised un-
der the Government of India’s
Rural Livelihood Programme,
the ten-day event showcases
authentic Himachali cuisine
and handmade products,
drawing large crowds. Over
100 women from self-help
groups manage multiple

stalls, with 17 food stalls run
by more than 50 women serv-
ing traditional hill dishes like
Kangri Dham, Hamirpuri
Dham, Bilaspuri Dham, and
local delicacies from Kinnaur
to Lahaul-Spiti.

Tourists from across India
have praised both the food
and the initiative. Arun Gupta
from Uttar Pradesh called the
carnival “a wonderful effort
to provide employment to ru-
ral women,” while Rakesh
Bahadur Singh from Banaras
said it filled a gap for local
cuisine seekers.

Participants from all 12 dis-

tricts of Himachal Pradesh are
taking part, gaining confi-
dence, income, and exposure.
Rita Thakur from Nirmand
Block, Kullu, said the carni-
val has given women a plat-

form to promote traditional
dishes like Siddu while earn-
ing to support their families.
According to organiser
Sakshi Sharma, the food
stalls alone have recorded

sales exceeding X10 lakh in
just a few days. The initiative
also focuses on skill develop-
ment, teaching women to in-
teract with customers and
showcase Himachal’s culture
effectively.

Alongside food, handicraft
stalls, including Chamba
chappals and HIMIRA prod-
ucts, are drawing visitors,
highlighting the state’s rich
cultural diversity. The carni-
val strengthens the link be-
tween tourism, traditional
cuisine, and women’s empow-
erment, making it a key at-
traction in Shimla this season.
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‘Cong speing false
claims on National
Herald case’

New Delhi
The BJP on Wednesday
accused Congress of mis-
leading the public about
the National Herald case.
Party spokesperson Gau-
rav Bhatia said the trial
court did not dismiss the
case but only refused to
take cognisance of a pri-
vate complaint, allowing
the Enforcement Directo-
rate to continue its probe.
He added that the case is
still pending in the Delhi
High Court, with Sonia
Gandhi as Accused 1and
Rahul Gandhi as Accused
2, alleging the Gandhi
family relies on propagan-
da and deception.
|

Man kills wife
and daughters
in Shamli

Muzaffarnagar
A man allegedly killed his
wife and two minor
daughters over a family
dispute in Shamli district,
police said on Wednes-
day. The bodies were bur-
ied inside their home in
Ghari Daulat village on
December 10 but discov-
ered only on Tuesday. Ac-
cused Farukh has been
arrested and confessed,
officials said. Police stat-
ed he shot his wife Tahira
and elder daughter
Afreen, then strangled
five-year-old Shaireen. A
case of triple murder is
registered, and security in
the village has been tight-
ened following protests
by the victim’s family.

BJP criticises
DMK for ignoring
public welfare

Ranipet
Tamil Nadu BJP chief
Nainar Nagenthran on
Wednesday accused the
DMK government of con-
fronting the Centre in-
stead of working for the
people. He said the state
blocked the setting up of
Jawahar Navodaya Vidy-
alayas and raised lan-
guage issues, indulging in
diversionary tactics rath-
er than public welfare.
Nagenthran also criti-
cised DMK’s opposition
to the Viksit Bharat Guar-
antee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission Bill,
2025, and questioned
VCK'’s silence on local in-
cidents like water con-
tamination and hooch
tragedies, calling their
selective protests
strange.

Hanumangarh farmers renew stir
over proposed ethanol project

Opposition grows in Hanumangarh as farmers rally against a controversial ethanol plant

JAIPUR

Hanumangarh district in Ra-
jasthan remains on edge as
farmers intensify their protest
against a proposed ethanol
manufacturing unit, calling a
large Mahapanchayat to press
their demands. The agitation
has gained momentum after
discussions between farmer
representatives and the dis-
trict administration failed to
reach a solution.

The Mahapanchayat is set
to take place on Wednesday at
the grain market in Hanuman-
garh Junction, after being
shifted from the District Col-
lectorate area due to security
considerations. Farmers argue
that the ethanol plant, coming
up in Rathi Kheda village of
Tibbi tehsil, poses a serious
threat to groundwater levels

and could lead to air and wa-
ter pollution, affecting farm-
ing and public health.

In preparation for the gath-
ering, farmer groups have
travelled across nearby villag-
es to mobilise support. At the
same time, the district admin-
istration has tightened securi-
ty arrangements, fearing un-
rest. Prohibitory orders under

;R{T "t gxga K

>

Sections 144 and 163 have
been enforced across the dis-
trict, restricting assemblies,
rallies and processions.
Authorities have also
banned the carrying of weap-
ons, sticks and the use of
provocative slogans or
speeches. Officials warned
that strict action would be
taken against anyone violat-

ing the orders. As an added
precaution, internet services
at the district headquarters
have been suspended for two
days to prevent rumours and
misinformation.

Additional police personnel
have been deployed from
neighbouring districts to
maintain law and order. De-
spite these measures, farmer
leaders remain firm, stating
that their protest will continue
until the construction is
halted.

The opposition to the plant
has been ongoing for more
than a year. While protests
were largely peaceful initially,
tensions escalated after con-
struction resumed under po-
lice protection in November,
leading to clashes, arrests and
injuries during demonstra-
tions near the factory site.

Yogi Adityanath honours PAC personnel for their courage and service

UP CM Yogi commemorates
PAC Foundation Day 2025

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Wednes-
day congratulated the Provin-
cial Armed Constabulary
(PAC) on its Foundation Day,
recalling the bravery of PAC
personnel during critical ter-
ror attacks. He highlighted
their valour during the De-
cember 13, 2001, Parliament
attack, stating that PAC offi-
cers on duty “responded
bravely and killed all five ter-
rorists.” He also remembered
their courage during the July
2005 terrorist attack at the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi com-
plex in Ayodhya, where a
joint team of CRPF, PAC, and

w/Z N W
UP Police eliminated all the
attackers.

The Foundation Day cele-
brations included multiple
demonstrations showcasing
the skills and discipline of
PAC forces in the presence of
the CM. Yogi Adityanath
praised the 78-year legacy of
the PAC, noting its unwaver-
ing dedication in maintaining
public order and safety in In-
dia’s most populous state.

He also recounted the

PAC’s origins: in 1948, the
U.P. Military Police and U.P.
State Armed Constabulary
were merged to form the Pro-
vincial Armed Constabulary.
The force was established to
handle serious law and order
situations without frequent
Army deployment. Though
primarily serving Uttar
Pradesh, the PAC has had the
honour of operating across the
country.

The CM lauded the PAC’s
continued role in upholding
law and order, protecting citi-
zens, and exemplifying cour-
age, discipline, and profes-
sionalism, reinforcing the
significance of the force in
ensuring public safety.

BJP rejects Rahul Gandhi’s claim
on manufacturing decline

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday refuted
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi’s remark that India’s man-
ufacturing sector is declining,
calling it “fake news” against
the country’s growth story.
BJP spokesperson Pradeep
Bhandari highlighted signifi-
cant progress in electronics
and automobile manufactur-
ing over the past decade and
beyond.

Bhandari, in an X post, stat-
ed that total electronics pro-
duction grew from 1.9 lakh
crore in 2014-15 to X11.3 lakh
crore in 2024-25, a 495 per
cent increase. Electronics ex-
ports surged 760 per cent,
from %38,000 crore to 33.27
lakh crore. Mobile manufac-
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turing also saw rapid growth,
with production units rising
from 2 in 2014-15 to nearly
300 in 2024-25, and produc-
tion value increasing over
2,900 per cent. Mobile phone
exports jumped from 1,500
crore to X2 lakh crore during
the same period.

On automobiles, Bhandari
said vehicle production rose
from 2 million units in 1991
to 28 million units in 2024, a
14-fold increase. India aims
to produce 50 million vehicles
by 2030 and become one of
the top two auto manufactur-
ers globally by 2047. He add-
ed that these figures demon-
strate “manufacturing-led
growth backed by data, not
slogans,” and dismissed Ra-
hul Gandhi’s claims as denial
of reality.

a7

Rahul Gandhi, during a vis-
it to Germany, had said In-
dia’s manufacturing is declin-
ing and needs to increase
production for economic
growth. He cited his visit to a
BMW factory and the success
of Indian-made vehicles,
stressing that production is
essential for a country’s prog-
ress. The BJP’s response
comes as it highlighted In-
dia’s record growth in elec-

tronics and automobiles under
PM Modi’s leadership.

Supreme
Court directs
NHAI, MCD
to shift nine

toll plazas

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the Na-
tional Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) and the Munic-
ipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) to consider either
temporarily closing or relo-
cating nine toll plazas at Del-
hi’s borders to ease traffic
congestion and reduce vehic-
ular emissions amid severe air
pollution in the capital. The
court described the recurring
pollution crisis as an “annual
feature” and urged practical,
enforceable solutions rather
than mere policy framing.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant asked the
MCD to decide within one
week whether temporary clo-
sure of toll plazas is feasible.
The court, however, refused
to interfere with the Delhi
government’s decision to
close schools for nursery to
Class 5 students, noting that
winter break was imminent.

The bench emphasised
strict implementation of exist-
ing pollution control mea-
sures and directed the Delhi
government to verify con-
struction workers affected by
curbs and ensure direct finan-
cial assistance. Additional
Solicitor General Aishwarya
Bhati informed the court that
around 7,000 workers have
been verified out of 2.5 lakh
registered workers, and as-
sured that funds would
be transferred directly to
their accounts. The court cau-
tioned against leakages and
urged consideration of alter-
native employment for work-
ers impacted by pollution
restrictions.

Central government
clarifies status

of Nehru papers

© Continued from page |

NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Wednesday asserted that doc-
uments related to India’s first
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, are not missing from
the Prime Ministers’ Museum
and Library (PMML), but
clarified that 51 cartons of pa-
pers sent to Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi in 2008 have
yet to be traced.

The clarification followed
demands from the Congress
for an apology after the Minis-
try of Culture informed Parlia-
ment that no Nehru-related
records were found missing
during a routine verification
exercise at PMML. The gov-
ernment maintained that the
annual inspection did not re-
veal any absence of documents
or correspondence linked to
Nehru, countering claims
made by the opposition.

In a detailed statement, the
ministry explained that in
April 2008, a request was
made by a representative of
Sonia Gandhi seeking the re-
turn of private family letters
and notes of Jawaharlal Nehru.
Acting on this request, PMML
transferred 51 cartons of pa-
pers to her. The ministry said
these consignments are there-
fore not “missing,” as their
transfer was formally record-
ed, but added that their current
whereabouts remain unclear.

The ministry further stated
that PMML has been in con-
tinuous communication with

The Centre clarified
Nehru’s private papers
are not missing but with
Sonia Gandhi. It urged
their return, saying they
form part of India’s
documentary heritage
and are accessible for
research

Gandhi’s office since then,
repeatedly seeking the return
of the documents. It stressed
that these papers constitute
part of India’s national docu-
mentary heritage and should
remain in PMML’s custody to
ensure public access for citi-
zens and researchers.

The issue resurfaced after a
PMML Society member
flagged concerns over re-
stricted access to Nehru’s pri-
vate papers, prompting re-
newed correspondence with
Gandhi. Meanwhile, Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat reiterated in a
written Lok Sabha reply that
no Nehru documents were
found missing during the
2025 inspection. Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh re-
sponded by reiterating the
party’s demand for a govern-
ment apology.

Moradabad developing Trishul
War Museum with MiG-27

MORADABAD

The Moradabad Municipal
Corporation is developing the
Trishul War Museum, which
will display military equip-
ment such as tanks, a MiG-27
aircraft, the INS Vikrant, and
other armaments supplied by
DRDO and the defence min-
istry. The museum will also
feature automated models and
projections to highlight the
valour of the Indian armed
forces, along with a map of
India showing national bor-
ders. Trenches and simulated
wartime conditions will help
recreate battlefield experienc-
es for visitors.

Municipal Commissioner
Divyanshu Patel said the con-
struction is 90% complete,
with the remaining audio-vi-
sual segment expected to fin-
ish within 10-12 days. “The
museum will showcase the
bravery of our armed forces
in all operations, including
Operation Sindoor. We aim to
inaugurate it soon, following
deadlines set by the CMO and
PMO.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Army received the final three

Boeing Apache attack heli-
copters, which will soon join
the 451 Army Aviation
Squadron in Jodhpur. The he-
licopters were transported on
an Antonov An-124 aircraft
and will be deployed after
assembly, joint inspections,
and other formalities. The
Apache, equipped with Hell-
fire missiles, Hydra rockets,
Stinger missiles, a 30 mm
chain gun, and Longbow
fire-control radar, is designed
for multi-domain operations,
including night-vision
missions.

The Indian Army described
the induction as a “milestone
moment,” significantly en-
hancing operational capabili-
ties. The Indian Air Force al-
ready operates 22 Apache
helicopters in Ladakh and
western sectors.

Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary
attracts over 52,000 visitors

GANDHINAGAR

Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary, lo-
cated near Jamnagar, attracted
52,400 visitors in 2024-25,
highlighting Gujarat’s growing
commitment to wildlife con-
servation and eco-tourism.
Spanning over 600 hectares,
the sanctuary features a unique
mix of freshwater lakes and
saltwater marshes, offering
habitats for a diverse array of
bird species. The Forest and
Environment Department re-
ported an increase in recorded
bird species from 317 in 2023-
24 to 332 in 2024-25, reflect-
ing the sanctuary’s flourishing
biodiversity.

Recognised internationally
for its ecological importance,
Khijadiya was designated a
Ramsar Site in 2022. The state
has invested in visitor-friendly
infrastructure, including
watchtowers, bird-watching
platforms, interpretation cen-

tres, Van-kutirs, selfie points,
and informative signboards,
making the sanctuary both ac-
cessible and engaging for tour-
ists, researchers, and bird
enthusiasts.

The sanctuary’s ecological
richness is shaped by the inter-
action of freshwater inflows
and coastal tides, along with a
network of embankments and
dikes that create microhabitats
supporting various wildlife
species. These diverse envi-
ronments not only enhance the
sanctuary’s attractiveness for

birdwatching and eco-tourism
but also demonstrate Gujarat’s
scientific and integrated ap-
proach to environmental con-
servation.

As Rajkot prepares to host
the Vibrant Gujarat Regional
Connect (VGRC) in January
2026, Khijadiya Bird Sanctu-
ary serves as a living example
of how ecological preservation
can go hand in hand with eco-
nomic development. Its thriv-
ing biodiversity complements
the state’s broader initiatives in
tourism, agriculture, climate
resilience, and sustainable in-
frastructure. By balancing en-
vironmental stewardship with
development, Khijadiya exem-
plifies Gujarat’s vision of
“Prosperity with Sustainabili-
ty,” showcasing the state’s
commitment to protecting nat-
ural heritage while promoting
sustainable growth for visitors,
researchers, and local commu-
nities alike.

AICTE launches IDE bootcamp
for PM SHRI school staff

NEW DELHI

AICTE Chairman Prof. TG
Sitharam on Wednesday inau-
gurated the Innovation, De-
sign and Entrepreneurship
(IDE) Bootcamp for princi-
pals and teachers of PM SHRI
Schools through an online
event. The bootcamp is being
conducted simultaneously at
14 locations across 12 states.

Addressing participants,
Prof. Sitharam stressed that
education should go beyond
rote learning to enable stu-
dents to think creatively, de-
sign solutions, and innovate.
He said the IDE Bootcamp
aims to equip teachers with
experiential, product-oriented
learning methods and to inte-
grate design thinking, innova-
tion pedagogy, and entrepre-
neurship into schools, foster-
ing a confident and fu-
ture-ready generation of prob-
lem-solvers.

Additional Secretary and
Director, Department of

School Education and Litera-
cy (DoSEL), Dheeraj Sahu,
highlighted the importance of
school-level leadership, not-
ing that the bootcamp pro-
vides principals and teachers
with tools and frameworks to
guide innovation under the
PM SHRI Schools initiative.
AICTE Vice Chairman Dr.
Abhay Jere described the pro-
gramme as a collaborative
effort to embed innovation in
school education through
teacher training, school inno-
vation councils, and builda-
thons, creating mentors for
students from early stages

through higher education and
startups.

The bootcamp is jointly or-
ganised by DoSEL, AICTE,
Ministry of Education’s Inno-
vation Cell (MIC), NCERT,
and the Wadhwani Founda-
tion. Phase I runs from De-
cember 17 to 19, 2025, across
14 locations, followed by
Phase II from December 22 to
24, and Phase III from Janu-
ary 7 to 9, 2026, covering 21
and 15 locations respectively.
Over 200 experts will train
more than 9,000 participants
across 50 centres.

The initiative follows suc-
cessful capacity-building
workshops for District Edu-
cation Officers and DIET
members held from October
30 to December 5, 2025.
AICTE reaffirmed its com-
mitment to promoting inno-
vation and entrepreneurship
at all educational levels,
aligning with the objectives
of the National Education
Policy 2020.

Hooda urges Centre
to prioritize welfare
over politics

PANCHKULA

Congress leader and Haryana
Assembly Opposition Leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Wednesday termed the Na-
tional Herald case “politically
motivated” and urged the
Centre to prioritise public
welfare over “political re-
venge.” Hooda led a protest in
Panchkula with Congress
workers under Rao Narender
Singh. He said the court’s ver-
dict proved the political intent
behind the case. His remarks
came after a Delhi court de-
clined to take cognisance of
the Enforcement Directorate’s
complaint, observing that pro-
ceedings under the PMLA
cannot continue without an
FIR for the scheduled offence
and that a private complaint
cannot replace it. Meanwhile,
Congress leaders in Karnata-
ka protested in Belagavi,
while Opposition MPs
demonstrated in Parliament,
alleging vendetta politics and
misuse of agencies.
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India Signals
Concern Over
Dhaka March

Dhaka
India has not made a for-
mal statement but has in-
dicated concern over an
anti-India march planned
in Bangladesh. Citing se-
curity reasons, the Indian
Visa Application Centre in
Dhaka closed early on
Wednesday, with ap-
pointments to be re-
scheduled. The move
comes ahead of a march
to the Indian High Com-
mission by a hardline
group. Meanwhile, the Min-
istry of External Affairs
summoned Bangladesh’s
High Commissioner over
security concerns following
threats and strong anti-In-
diaremarks by a Bangla-
deshi political leader.

Iran Boosts
Ties, Stays
Vigilant

Tehran
Iran on Tuesday high-
lighted its focus on
strengthening regional
cooperation while main-
taining strong security
preparedness. Govern-
ment spokesperson Fate-
meh Mohajerani said
President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s recent visits
to Kazakhstan and Turk-
menistan resulted in 14
agreements aimed at ex-
panding trade and eco-
nomic ties. She stressed
the government’s sup-
port for private sector
growth and removal of
business hurdles. On se-
curity, Mohajerani said
Iran remains alert to re-
gional threats but open
to respectful and realistic
dialogue with the
United States.

China Staff
Disrupt Taiwan
Tea Award

Taipei
Staff from the Chinese
embassy disrupted an
award ceremony at an in-
ternational tea contest in
Paris after Taiwan was
mentioned and its flag
displayed. Despite the in-
terruption, organisers
continued the event and
the udience backed the
Taiwanese awardee. The
incident drew criticism
from Taiwan’s foreign
ministry, which urged
China to follow interna-
tional norms. The award
highlighted Taiwan’s
global recognition, with
participants from several
countries attending the
competition.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

PM Modi Highlights
Green Vision in Ethiopia

Global South charting its future, India and Ethiopia
share vision: Prime Mlnlster Narendra I\/Iod|

ADDIS ABABA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday planted
a sapling at the Ethiopian Par-
liament under India’s “Ek
Ped, Maa Ke Naam” initia-
tive, underlining India’s com-
mitment to environmental
protection and sustainable
development. The gesture was
linked with Ethiopia’s Green
Legacy Initiative, reflecting a
shared resolve by both coun-
tries to safeguard nature for
future generations.

Addressing a joint session
of the Ethiopian Parliament,
Prime Minister Modi con-
veyed India’s greetings of
friendship and goodwill. Re-
ferring to Mahatma Gandhi’s
idea of trusteeship, he said
humanity does not own the
Earth but holds it in trust for
generations to come. He not-
ed that India and Ethiopia, as
ancient civilisations, share
deep cultural bonds and can
be seen as natural partners,
with Ethiopia at the cross-
roads of Africa and India at
the heart of the Indian Ocean.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted the shared vision of
India and Ethiopia for the
Global South, calling for fair
development, accessible tech-
nology, respect for sovereign-
ty, shared prosperity and last-
ing peace. He also drew par-
allels between the constitu-
tions of the two nations,
pointing out that both place
people at the centre of nation-
al destiny.

Prime Minister Modi re-
called the contribution of
thousands of Indian teachers

o5 L

v, AR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday sa|d the
Global South is shaping its own future, speaking at a
joint session of the Ethiopian Parliament. He said India
and Ethiopia share a commmon vision based on fair
development, accessible technology and respect for
sovereignty. PM Modi stressed the need to reform glob-
al systems to reflect present realities and emphasised
the deep historical, cultural and economic ties
between the two countries.

who have worked in Ethiopia
over the decades, saying they
played an important role in
the country’s development
and earned deep respect
among its people.

Earlier, he paid tribute at
the Adwa Victory Monument
and visited the Adwa Muse-

um, honouring Ethiopia’s
long struggle for freedom and
sovereignty. After his address,
the Prime Minister interacted
with members of Parliament
and reaffirmed India’s com-
mitment to strengthening ties
with Ethiopia based on shared
values, trust and cooperation.

Global Petition
Urges G7
Action on China

LONDON

More than 500,000 people
across the world have signed a
petition calling on the Group of
Seven (G7) nations and several
other countries to take action
against alleged forced organ
harvesting by the Chinese Com-
munist government. The peti-
tion was launched in July 2024
by Doctors Against Forced Or-
gan Harvesting (DAFOH) and
the International Coalition to
End Transplant Abuse in China.
As of December 15, it had gath-
ered 505,970 signatures from
people in 34 countries. The
campaign urges governments to
address what it describes as se-
rious human rights violations
involving the removal of organs
from prisoners of conscience in
China. The appeal is directed at
the G7 countries—the United
States, Canada, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Japan and the United
Kingdom—as well as Argenti-
na, Australia, India, Israel, Mex-
ico, South Korea and Taiwan.
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Pakistan to Launch Secure
Messaging App for Officials

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan is preparing to intro-
duce a locally developed se-
cure messaging application,
named “Beep,” for govern-
ment employees in the com-
ing months. The app is aimed
at providing a safe and reli-
able communication platform
for public sector institutions
across the country.

The National Assembly
Standing Committee on Infor-
mation Technology and Tele-
com was informed that Beep
is in the final stages of devel-
opment and is expected to
meet its project deadline of
June 30, 2026. The applica-
tion has been developed by
the National Information
Technology Board (NITB)
and is inspired by China’s

WeChat platform.

NITB Chief Executive
Faisal Igbal Ratyal told the
committee that Beep has been
locally built and certified by
relevant authorities, including
the National Computer Emer-
gency Response Team
(NCERT), making it suitable
for official government use.
Committee chairman Syed
Aminul Haque directed the
NITB to ensure the app is
rolled out on time.

Ratyal said the app’s main
purpose is to offer a secure
messaging system for govern-
ment employees nationwide.
The rollout will be done in
phases, beginning with feder-
al ministries and their at-
tached departments. The ini-
tial launch is expected within
the next two months.

Voting Begins to Elect
New UML Leadership

KATHMANDU

Voting to elect new leadership
of the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Le-
ninist (CPN-UML) began in
Kathmandu on Wednesday
morning during the party’s
11th General Convention. The
process started about an hour
later than planned due to tech-
nical problems in electronic
voting machines (EVMs).

Polling had earlier been
scheduled to begin on Tuesday
night but was postponed after
repeated glitches forced dele-
gates to leave the queues at the
Bhrikutimandap venue. UML
General Secretary Shankar
Pokhrel said the delay was un-
avoidable because of the tech-
nical issues. Another reason for
the postponement was opposi-
tion from the faction led by
Ishwar Pokhrel, which objected
to voting during night hours.

A total of 2,263 delegates are
eligible to vote, and electronic
machines are being used
throughout the process. Techni-
cians estimate that it will take
around 30 minutes for each del-
egate to cast a vote. While 11
candidates have already been

Votlng has started at
CPN-UML’s general
convention in Kathmandu
after delays, with party
leaders and delegates
choosing a new
leadership amid close
contests and visible
internal divisions.

elected unopposed, the nomina-
tions of two others were can-
celled for violating party rules.
Delegates are voting to elect
301 central committee mem-
bers representing different re-
gions and groups.

Party chair KP Sharma Oli
is seeking a third straight term

but faces a strong challenge
from Ishwar Pokhrel, who is
backed by former President
Bidya Devi Bhandari. Oli loy-
alist Shankar Pokhrel is con-
testing again for general sec-
retary, with Surendra Pandey
emerging as a serious rival.

Several senior leaders have
broken ranks and joined the
Pokhrel camp, leading party
insiders to predict mixed re-
sults. While Oli is still seen as
influential, the race for gener-
al secretary is expected to be
close. Campaigning around
the venue has remained in-
tense, with posters, rallies and
online outreach dominating
the area.

Attack highlights ongoing risks faced
by polio teams and police

Policeman, Brother
Killed After Poho Duty

LAKKI MARWAT

A police constable and his
brother were shot dead by un-
identified gunmen in Paki-
stan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province after the officer
completed security duty with
a polio vaccination team, of-
ficials said on Tuesday. The
attack took place near the
Chwar Khel area of Lakki
Marwat district.

According to police, Con-
stable Amir Nawaz was trav-
elling back to his village
along with his brother, Ameer
Mohammad, when armed
men riding motorcycles
opened fire on them. Both
brothers were killed on the
spot. The victims were sib-
lings of former district coun-
cillor Ali Gul. Their bodies
were later shifted to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital for
post-mortem examination.

Soon after the incident, a
heavy police contingent
reached the area and launched
a search operation to trace the
attackers. Security was tight-
ened in and around Lakki
Marwat amid concerns over
possible further attacks. Po-
lice officials said checkpoints
were strengthened and patrols
increased to maintain order.

Funeral prayers for the two
brothers were held later in the
evening and were attended by
senior officials, including
District Police Officer Nazir
Khan, Deputy Commissioner
Hamidullah Khan, SP Investi-
gation Murad Ali Khan, and
other police and administra-
tive officers. A large number
of relatives and local residents
also attended the prayers.

Earlier the same day, anoth-
er police constable deployed
on polio duty and a passerby
were shot dead in a separate
incident in Bajaur district.
The attacks highlight the con-
tinuing threats faced by polio
workers and the security per-
sonnel assigned to protect
them.

Authorities said investiga-
tions are underway in both
cases, and assured that all
possible efforts are being
made to identify and arrest
those responsible.

Quetta Protest Agamst Dlsappearances Marks Over 6,000 Days

BALOCHISTAN

The protest camp organised
by the Voice for Baloch Miss-
ing Persons (VBMP) against
enforced disappearances com-
pleted 6,031 days on Tuesday,
continuing its long-running
sit-in outside the Quetta Press
Club. The camp has remained
a symbol of resistance and
hope for families seeking in-
formation about their missing
relatives.

On the occasion, people
from different walks of life

visited the camp to express
solidarity with the affected
families. Participants de-
manded an immediate end to
enforced disappearances and

called for the safe recovery of
all missing persons. They de-
scribed the issue as a serious
human rights crisis that af-
fects not only individual fam-

WATER CRISIS PAKISTAN

ilies but society as a whole.
Supporters urged state institu-
tions to act in line with the
constitution and the law to
ensure justice. VBMP Chair-
man Nasrullah Baloch said the
length of the protest clearly
shows that the issue remains
unresolved. He stated that the
families will continue their
peaceful protest until all miss-
ing persons are traced and their
loved ones are given justice.
Enforced disappearances have
remained a deeply contentious
issue in Balochistan for years.

Transport Strike
Hits Karachi
Port, Industry
Under Pressure

KARACHI

A nine-day strike by cargo
transporters has badly disrupted
operations at Karachi port, rais-
ing serious concerns among
business leaders that economic
activity in the city and across
Sindh could come to a halt. In-
dustries are facing shortages of
raw materials, while finished
goods remain stuck.

Business groups have urged
the Sindh government to step in
and resolve the issue, warning
that prolonged disruption is
damaging production and sup-
ply chains. In a letter to the
Sindh chief minister, Abdul Al-
eem, Secretary General of the
Overseas Investors Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(OICCI) said the situation had
become alarming for industry
and trade. He noted that while
limited relief was seen in Pun-
jab after raising the matter with
provincial authorities, condi-
tions in Sindh and at Karachi
port remain unchanged. OICCI
members reported that trucks
from Punjab are still unable to
reach Karachi, severely affect-
ing port movement. Several
major manufacturing units are
close to shutting down, with at
least one reporting that produc-
tion had already stopped. Oth-
ers expect closures within days
as raw materials fail to arrive
and finished goods remain
stranded on highways.

The Pakistan Vanaspati
Manufacturers Association
said supplies of edible oil,
ghee and other essential items
have been disrupted. Its chair-
man warned that stopping raw
material flows could damage
the entire production cycle
and hurt the broader econo-
my. Imported consignments
are also stuck at ports, in-
creasing financial losses due
to demurrage and detention
charges. The Pakistan Associ-
ation of Large Steel Producers
said the strike is having a dev-
astating impact on industry
and could lead to job losses
and wage cuts.

Seminar Flags Pakistan’s Growing Safe Water Crisis

ISLAMABAD

Only 47 per cent of Pakistan’s
population has access to safe
drinking water, experts
warned at a seminar organised
by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics
(PIDE) in Islamabad. The dis-
cussion highlighted the coun-
try’s worsening water-quality
crisis and its serious impact
on public health, economic
productivity and sustainable
development.

Speaking at the seminar ti-
tled “The Thirst for Safety:

Water Quality and Public
Health in Pakistan”, Dr Hifza
Rasheed, Director General
(Water Quality) at the Paki-
stan Council of Research in
Water Resources (PCRWR),
said Pakistan’s per capita
freshwater availability has
fallen sharply from 5,260 cu-
bic metres in 1951 to below
1,000 cubic metres in 2024.
This places the country
among water-scarce nations.
Dr Rasheed and Dr Shujaat
Farooq, Dean (Research) at
PIDE, said unsafe drinking
water is responsible for nearly

40 per cent of diseases nation-
wide. They stressed the need
for urgent, coordinated and
climate-resilient reforms to
secure Pakistan’s water fu-

ture. Experts, researchers and
students attending the event
discussed how poor water
quality is affecting health,
productivity and long-term
development.

Dr Farooq noted that de-
spite Pakistan’s natural water
resources, contamination,
overuse and weak institution-
al coordination have made
water insecurity a major pub-
lic health challenge. Citing
UNICEEF data, he said nearly
70 per cent of households use
contaminated water, leading
to widespread illnesses such

as diarrhoea, hepatitis and
typhoid.

Dr Rasheed added that ag-
riculture uses about 93 per
cent of freshwater, yet irriga-
tion efficiency remains below
40 per cent. She warned that
unsafe water causes around
53,000 child deaths annually
and contributes to high child
stunting rates. Industrial
waste, pesticides and untreat-
ed sewage remain major
pollutants, while climate-re-
lated floods have further
worsened contamination and
disease risks.
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ARCs to Double
Stressed Road Asset
Recoveries by FY27

New Delhi
Cumulative recovery rates
for stressed operational
road projects by asset re-
construction companies
(ARCs) will surge about
120 per cent by the next
fiscal (FY27) from FY25
levels, a report said on
Wednesday. The report
from Crisil Ratings said
that improvement will be
driven by timely annuity
payments by the National
Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI), healthy toll
collections and resolu-
tions through the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC). Further, hav-
ing gained substantial ca-
pabilities in the road sec-
tor, ARCs are also eyeing
acquisition of terminated
assets banking on collab-
orative efforts by multiple
stakeholders to pave the
way for timely recoveries,
the report said.

India Achieves Self-
Reliancein Space
Transportation: Singh

New Delhi
India has achieved self-re-
liance in space transporta-
tion systems and can
launch satellites up to 10
tonnes to Low Earth Orbit
(LEO) and 4.2 tonnes to
Geo-Synchronous Trans-
fer Orbit (GTO), said Jiten-
dra Singh, Union Minister
of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and
Technology, in the Parlia-
ment on Wednesday. In a
written reply in the Lok
Sabha, Singh shared that
the feat has been
achieved through the cur-
rently operational PSLYV,
GSLV, and LVM3 launch
vehicles. These launch ve-
hicles have enabled inde-
pendent space access to
satellites for earth obser-
vation, communication,
navigation, and space
exploration.

NEW DELHI

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
has indicated that key policy
interest rates are likely to re-
main low for a long period,
supported by the central
bank’s economic projections
and prevailing macroeconom-
ic conditions. According to a
report published by the Finan-
cial Times, Malhotra ex-
pressed confidence that In-
dia’s economy is witnessing
robust growth while inflation
remains firmly under control,
creating favourable conditions
for maintaining an accommo-
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" RBISIGNALS PROLONGED LOW
~ RATES AMID STRONG GROWTH

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra signals low interest rates amid strong
growth, subdued inflation, and optimism over trade deals

dative monetary environment.
The RBI Governor further
noted that India’s economic
growth could exceed the cen-
tral bank’s current projections
if ongoing trade negotiations
with major global partners are
successfully concluded.
In particular, he high-
lighted the potential
impact of a proposed
trade agreement with
the United States,
stating that such a
deal alone
could add as
much as
half a per-
centage

point to India’s economic
growth. While the RBI has
not yet undertaken a detailed
assessment of the potential
benefits of a trade agreement
with the European Union,
Malhotra said it is also ex-
pected to provide an addi-
tional boost to growth.

Responding to concerns
raised by some economists re-
garding the quality and reli-
ability of India’s economic
data, Malhotra defended the
robustness of official figures.
He acknowledged that data re-
visions do occur from time to
time but emphasised that the
overall numbers remain credi-
ble and reliable for policy for-
mulation. On December 5, the
RBI announced a 25 basis
point cut in the repo rate,
bringing it down to 5.25 per
cent from 5.5 per cent earlier.
The move was aimed at sup-
porting economic growth amid
favourable inflation trends.

India has significantly expanded bioenergy capacity over a decade,
driven by govt incentives and targeted renewable energy programmes

India Expands Bioenergy with Major
Biomass, Waste, B1ogas Additions

NEW DELHI

India has added substantial
bioenergy capacity over the
last ten years, reinforcing its
push towards cleaner and more
sustainable energy sources,
Parliament was informed on
Wednesday. The country has
added 2,361 MW of bio-
mass-based power capacity,
228 MWe of waste-to-energy
capacity, and established
around 2.88 lakh biogas plants
during this period, propelled
by a range of government-sup-
ported schemes and financial
incentives.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Minis-
ter of State for New and Re-
newable Energy Shripad Yes-
so Naik said the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE) has been actively
supporting the installation of
bioenergy projects across the
country. These efforts are cur-

rently bemg 1mp1ernented un-
der the National Bioenergy
Programme (NBP), Phase-I,
which was notified on No-
vember 2, 2022, with a total
budget outlay of 998 crore
for the period from 2022-23
to 2025-26.

The minister noted that gov-
ernment support for bioenergy
projects has been consistent
over the past decade through
multiple schemes. These in-
clude the National Biogas and
Manure Management Pro-
gramme (NBMMP) imple-
mented during the 12th Five-
Year Plan, and the New Na-

tional Biogas and Organic
Manure Programme (NN-
BOMP), which was operation-
al from 2018-19 to 2020-21.
These initiatives have played a
key role in expanding decen-
tralized energy access, im-
proving waste management,
and promoting the use of or-
ganic manure in agriculture.

In addition, several other
schemes were launched to
strengthen biomass-based pow-
er generation. These include
programmes to promote
grid-interactive biomass power
and bagasse-based cogenera-
tion in sugar mills during the
12th Plan period, as well as ini-
tiatives focused on energy gen-
eration from urban, industrial
and agricultural waste and res-
idues. The Scheme to Support
Promotion of Biomass-based
Cogeneration in Sugar Mills
and other industries was also
implemented between 2018-19
and 2020-21.

SBI Sees Rupee
Rebound in
Next Fiscal Half

MUMBAI

Geopolitical uncertainties
driven by the delay in the In-
dia-US trade deal have been
the single-most important rea-
sons for the rupee sliding
against the US dollar, an SBI
Research report said on
Wednesday, adding that the
rupee is likely to bounce back
strongly in the second half of
the next fiscal. India’s trade
data shows the remarkable re-
silience in navigating through
prolonged uncertainty, more
protectionism and labour sup-
ply shocks. While the geopo-
litical risk index has moderat-
ed since April 2025, the cur-
rent average value of the in-
dex for April-October 2025 is
much greater than its decadal
average.

Cutting debt-to-GDP ratio will be govt’s
core focus in coming fiscal: FM Sitharaman

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday
said that reducing the coun-
try’s debt-to-GDP ratio will
be the core focus for the gov-
ernment in the next financial
year (2026-27). Speaking at
a media event here, Sithara-
man stressed that it is crucial
to bring down the debt-to-
GDP ratio, which crossed 60
per cent during the Covid
period. It is already coming
down, but we need to reduce
it further, and this will be a
core focus in the next finan-
cial year, the Finance Minis-
ter said, noting that RBI doc-
uments and studies show
worrisome debt-to-GDP ra-
tios in some states.

Unless managed within
FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act)

limits and high-interest debt
is reduced, states borrow to
service loans, not develop-
ment -- a poor fiscal play.
This threatens the 10-year
momentum for Viksit
Bharat by 2047, she
pointed out.

The Finance Min-
ister said that the
central government
has set goals for
transparency in budgeting,
ensuring fiscal management
meets accountability stan-
dards. We've brought down
debt-to-GDP from over 60
per cent post-Covid; it's de-
clining, with debt reduction
as the core focus on the
next financial year (fiscal
deficit remains a marker).
Entrepreneurial bankers
note the changing ecosys-
tem, she added,

Sitharaman said that the

government is also working
to deepen the bond market to
allow more funds to flow in.
The Union government's dis-
mphne under Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi's
steady leadership
now in its third term
enables India's glob-
al positioning to ne-
gotiate at the high
table. This strength
comes from a stable govern-
ment, she said.

Sitharaman further stated
that with financial inclusion,
credit access via Mudra, and
everyone having accounts,
every Indian's credit foot-
print has grown, enabling
formal bank credit. I'm say-
ing this because we can as-
pire to an India that contrib-
utes 25 per cent to world
trade, 25 per cent of global
trade emanates from India.

India Expected to Achieve
Around 7% Growth in FY26

NEW DELHI

The Indian economy is ex-
pected to record around 7 per
cent growth in the current fis-
cal, slightly higher than 6.6
per cent projected by the IMF
in October, said Gita Gopi-
nath, former chief economist
of the Washington-based In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

Gopinath said that the IMF
made its projection for India's
growth before the National
Statistical Office (NSO) came
out with its July-September
quarter growth rate of 8.2 per
cent.

"I would say that the IMF
number (India's growth pro-
jection) was 6.6 per cent that
came out in October. But
their forecast for the second
quarter of the current fiscal,
in terms of what the growth
would be, was much lower
than what it turned out to be
at over § per cent.

"Just doing math, I would
expect that India's GDP
growth would go up close to

7 per cent," she said.

Earlier this month, the Re-
serve Bank of India raised the
GDP growth projection to 7.3
per cent for the current fiscal
from its earlier estimate of 6.8
per cent, following robust
economic performance in the
July-September quarter.

The Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) registered a
six-quarter high growth of 8.2
per cent in Q2 of 2025-26,
underpinned by resilient do-
mestic demand amidst global
trade and policy uncertainties.

GCCs in India to account for
35-40 pc of total office demand

MUMBAI

Global Capability Centres
(GCCs) are likely to account
for 3540 per cent of total of-
fice demand in 2025, and they
made up more than 55 per cent
of large office deals in the first
nine months of CY25, a report
said on Wednesday.

The report from CBRE
South Asia Private Limited
said that resilient demand fun-
damentals underpinned anoth-
er record year for office leas-
ing, with gross leasing expect-
ed to surpass 80 million sq. ft.
in 2025. Around 60 million sq.
ft. of gross leasing was record-
ed between January and Sep-
tember the highest first nine
month total on record. The
firm forecasted that resilient
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demand fundamentals are ex-
pected to support sustained
leasing momentum in 2026,
led by portfolio expansion,
workplace reconfiguration,
and a continued shift toward
premium, future-ready assets.
There is a growing focus on
sustainability among occupiers
with the majority of tenants
having already defined their
ESG goals, the report noted.
During the year, occupiers
continued to invest in collabo-

rative and innovation-focussed
workspaces, fuelling the de-
mand for high-quality,
tech-enabled, and experi-
ence-driven environments.

Around 84 per cent of new
supply delivered in the period
was green certified and 77 per
cent of leasing occurred in
such projects. Sectorally, of-
fice space leasing remained
broad-based, led by technology
firms and supported by flex op-
erators, BFSI, engineering and
manufacturing. Further, the In-
dustrial & Logistics (I&L) leas-
ing recorded steady growth, led
by third party logistics (3PL)
players and e commerce firms,
with Delhi NCR, Bengaluru
and Hyderabad together ac-
counting for nearly 60 per cent
of space take up.
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Modi Visit Boosts
India-Oman Strategic,
Economic Ties

MUSCAT

As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi prepares to arrive in
Oman, members of the Indian
business and professional
community have expressed
strong optimism, describing
the visit as a significant op-
portunity to further strengthen
India—Oman relations. Indian
industry leaders said the visit
comes at a crucial moment
when both nations are
keen to elevate their
partnership through
structured dialogue
and enhanced eco-
nomic cooperation
across key sectors.
Business leaders
highlighted that sec-
tors such as energy, manufac-
turing, healthcare, tourism and
logistics stand to benefit sub-
stantially from closer engage-
ment. There is also growing
anticipation that discussions
during the visit could acceler-
ate progress towards a possi-
ble Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), which is expected to
provide a major boost to bilat-
eral trade and investment
flows. Nirmal K. Minda, Ex-
ecutive Chairman of Uno
Minda Limited, said the Prime
Minister’s visit could unlock
collaboration across multiple
sectors by leveraging the nat-
ural strengths of both econo-
mies. He pointed out that
Oman’s low energy costs

Indian business leaders
in Oman express
optimism as Prime
Minister Modi’s visit
promises stronger ties
and expanded
cooperation

combined with India’s strong
manufacturing ecosystem cre-
ate a complementary partner-
ship with long-term potential.

From an Indian
perspective, Minda
noted that Oman-
based investors
could benefit by
looking at India as
a preferred manu-
facturing destina-
tion under the gov-
ernment’s Make in India ini-
tiative. Manufacturing in In-
dia offers access to skilled
manpower, which is a chal-
lenge in Oman, while Oman
can play a critical role as a
logistics and trading hub con-
necting the region, including
the UAE, he explained. He
added that such collaboration
would help integrate supply
chains and enhance regional
trade efficiency.

Echoing similar sentiments,
Sangita Reddy, Joint Manag-
ing Director of Apollo Hospi-
tals Enterprise Limited, said
the Prime Minister’s visit
would further strengthen the
already close relationship be-
tween India and Oman.

India’s Fish Production Surges
8% Under PMMSY Scheme

NEW DELHI

India's fish production has
surged from 141.60 lakh
tonnes in 2019-20 to around
197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024—
25, registering an increase of
38 per cent since the launch of
the Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) in
2020, the Parliament was in-
formed on Wednesday.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Fisher-
ies, Animal Husbandry, and
Dairying Minister Rajeev Ran-
jan Singh stated that this
growth has been mainly driven
by the expansion of inland
aquaculture, marine fishery
development, strengthening
the value-chain infrastructure,
and policy interventions under
the PMMSY scheme.

India's fish and fishery prod-
uct exports currently stand at
Rs 62,408.45 crore, reflecting
strong sectoral performance.
Since the implementation of
the PMMSY in 2020-21, ex-
port earnings have risen by
about 33.7 per cent, increasing
from Rs 46,662.85 crore in
2019-20 to Rs 62,408.45 crore

in 2024-25, he added.

India’s average aquaculture
productivity has increased to
approximately 4.7 tonnes per
hectare by early 2025, from
around 3 tonnes per hectare
before the launch of the
PMMSY, and the top-5 states
in inland fish production are
Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Odi-
sha, wherein Bihar stands at
4th position, the minister said.

The Gross Value Added
(GVA) of the fisheries sector
during 2023-24 has been re-
ported to be Rs 3,68,124 crore
in comparison to Rs 2,12,087
crore during 2018-19. The
share of the fisheries sector in
the GVA of the agriculture sec-
tor has increased from 7 per
cent in 2018-19 to 7.55 per
cent in 2023-24. The Centre is
focusing on the areas in fisher-
ies technology, aquaculture,
and value addition by support-
ing a basket of interventions
along the fisheries value chain
including quality fish produc-
tion, expansion, diversification
and intensification of aquacul-
ture, promotion of export ori-
ented species.

Nationwide MLFF Tolling and AI Highway
Management to Eliminate Toll Delays by 2026

NEW DELHI

The nationwide implementa-
tion of the multi-lane free
flow (MLFF) tolling system
along with Al-powered high-
way management is likely to
be completed by the end of
2026, a move expected to vir-
tually eliminate waiting time
at toll plazas across India.
This information was shared
with Parliament on Wednes-
day by Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari during Question
Hour in the Rajya Sabha.
Responding to a query, the
minister said the introduction
of MLFF technology will
mark a major transformation

in highway travel, enabling
vehicles to pass through toll
points at speeds of up to 80
km per hour without stopping.
Unlike the current system,
which still requires vehicles
to slow down or halt briefly
even with FASTag, the MLFF
system will allow uninterrupt-
ed movement, significantly
improving traffic flow and
commuter experience.

Our goal is to bring waiting
time down to zero minutes,
Gadkari told the House. He
explained that the system will
rely on advanced technology,
including artificial intelli-
gence-based number plate
recognition, satellite tracking
and integration with FASTag

infrastructure, to automatical-
ly identify vehicles and de-
duct toll charges. According
to the minister, the system
will be fully deployed across
national highways by 2026.
Gadkari emphasised that

once operational, the MLFF
system will help prevent toll
revenue leakage, improve
transparency and ensure
smoother traffic movement.
The technology-driven ap-
proach is also expected to re-
duce travel time, lower fuel
consumption and cut vehicu-
lar emissions caused by idling
and congestion at toll plazas.

Replying to supplementary
questions, the minister high-
lighted that Al will be at the
core of the new tolling mech-
anism. He said commuters
will no longer have to wait at
toll booths, which would not
only enhance convenience but
also lead to significant fuel
savings.
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THE CAUSES BEHIND THE ACCUMULATION

relentless growth of space junk.
The increasing commercializa-
tion of space has led to a surge in sat-
ellite launches, with companies de-

S everal factors contribute to the

33 satellite and the defunct Rus-
sian Cosmos 2251 satellite gener-
ated over 2,000 trackable frag-
ments and countless smaller piec-
es. Anti-satellite weapon tests

ploying massive constellations of small
satellites for communications, Earth
observation, and internet services.
SpaceX's Starlink constellation alone
plans to deploy tens of thousands of
satellites, while other companies pur-
sue similar ambitious projects. While
these satellites provide valuable ser-
vices, they also add to the crowded
orbital environment.

Accidental collisions and deliberate
destructive events have created mas-

have proven equally devastating.
China's 2007 test, which destroyed
one of its own weather satellites,
created more than 3,000 pieces of
trackable debris that will remain in
orbit for decades or even centuries.

Explosions of aging satellites and
rocket stages also contribute signifi-
cantly to the debris population.

Old spacecraft often contain resid-
ual fuel or pressurized components
that can explode years after their mis-
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Increasing Space Junk:

A Growing Concern

for Earth's Orbit

The night sky has long captivated
humanity with its twinkling stars
and celestial wonders, but a hidden
threat lurks in the darkness above
us. Space junk, also known as orbital
debris, is accumulating at an alarming
rate, creating a mounting crisis that

threatens our ability to safely operate
satellites, conduct space missions,
and maintain crucial infrastructure
that modern society depends upon.
As we venture further into the space

age, the problem of orbital debris has

THE GROWING PROBL
pace junk encompasses
any human-made object
orbiting Earth that no

longer serves a useful purpose.
This includes defunct satel-

lites, spent rocket stages, frag-
ments from satellite collisions,
paint flecks, and even tools ac-
cidentally dropped by astro-
nauts during spacewalks.

What makes this debris par-
ticularly dangerous is not just
its quantity, but its velocity.

Objects in low Earth orbit
travel at approximately 28,000
kilometers per hour, meaning
even a tiny piece of debris the

sive clouds of debris. The 2009 colli-
sion between the operational Iridium

The Kessler Syndrome:

A Cascade of Destruction

he most alarming aspect

of space debris is the
potential for a catastrophic
chain reaction known as
Kessler Syndrome, named
after NASA scientist Donald
Kessler who first described
the phenomenon in 1978.
This scenario occurs when
the density of objects in or-
bit reaches a critical thresh-
old where collisions be-
tween objects create addi-
tional debris, which in turn
causes more collisions in an
unstoppable cascade effect.

If Kessler Syndrome were

to occur, certain orbital re-
gions could become com-
pletely unusable for genera-
tions. This would not merely
be an inconvenience but a
disaster with profound im-
plications for modern civili-
zation. The loss of satellite
capabilities would cripple
GPS navigation systems,
weather forecasting, tele-
communications.

Recognizing the severity of the
space junk problem, the inter-
national space community has de-
veloped guidelines and technolo-
gies aimed at mitigating debris
creation. The Inter-Agency Space
Debris Coordination Committee,
comprising major space agencies
worldwide, has established guide-
lines for spacecraft design and mis-
sion planning to minimize debris
generation.

One key principle is the 25-year
rule, which requires that satellites
and rocket stages in low Earth orbit
either deorbit or move to a grave-
yard orbit within 25 years after the
end of their operational lives.
Many modern satellites are now
equipped with propulsion systems
specifically designed to execute
end-of-life deorbit maneuvers, en-
suring they burn up in Earth's at-
mosphere rather than becoming

wide orbital regions.

long-term debris. Rocket stages are
being redesigned to avoid creating
debris. Venting residual propel-
lants, passivating batteries, and de-
signing stages that naturally decay
from orbit more quickly are be-
coming standard practices. Some
launch providers have developed
technologies to deorbit upper stag-
es immediately after satellite de-
ployment rather than leaving them
in orbit. Improved tracking capabil-
ities help satellite operators avoid
potential collisions. The U.S. Space
Surveillance Network and similar
systems operated by other nations
track thousands of objects and pro-
vide collision warnings when
spacecraft and debris trajectories
intersect. Advanced radar and opti-
cal systems are being deployed to
detect and track smaller debris ob-
jects, improving our understanding
of the orbital environment.

TACKLING THE SPACE JUNK THREAT

The growing danger of space junk has pushed global space
agencies to act. International guidelines now focus on
reducing debris during and after missions. A key rule requires
satellites and rocket stages in low Earth orbit to leave orbit
within 25 years of retirement. New satellites use built-in
propulsion to safely burn up in Earth’s atmosphere. Rocket
stages are redesigned to prevent explosions and decay
faster. Launch providers are also deorbiting upper stages
immediately. Better tracking systems help operators avoid
collisions, making Earth’s orbit safer for future missions.

sions end, scattering debris across

transformed from a minor nuisance into
one of the most pressing challenges

facing the space industry.and
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Active Debris Removal: The Next Frontier

hile prevention is crucial, many experts agree that active debris
removal will be necessary to address the existing debris popula-
tion. Several innovative approaches are under development. These in-
clude spacecraft equipped with robotic arms or nets to capture defunct
satellites, harpoon systems to snag tumbling objects, and even laser
systems that could alter debris trajectories or ablate material to accel-
erate orbital decay. The European Space Agency's Clear-
Space-1 mission, scheduled for the coming years,
aims to demonstrate active debris removal tech-
nology by capturing and deorbiting a de-
funct satellite. Japan's space agency has
tested electromagnetic tether technology
designed to slow down debris objects
and cause them to reenter the atmo-

sphere.

These pioneering missions could
pave the way for commercial debris
removal services. However, active de-
bris removal faces significant techni-
cal, legal, and economic challenges.
Capturing tumbling, uncooperative ob-
jects traveling at orbital velocities re-
quires sophisticated guidance and control
systems. International space law raises ques-
tions about sovereignty and liability when touch-
ing or removing objects belonging to other nations.

The Path Forward

he space junk crisis demands
urgent action. The window for
preventing Kessler Syndrome may
be closing, and the consequences of
inaction grow more severe with
each passing year. A multi-faceted
approach combining prevention,
tracking improvements, active re-
moval, and international coopera-
tion offers the best path forward.
Continued innovation in satellite
design, propulsion systems, and
materials science can help create
spacecraft that minimize debris cre-
ation and facilitate end-of-life dis-
posal. Investment in debris tracking
and characterization systems will
improve our understanding of the
orbital environment and enable bet-
ter collision avoidance. Supporting
active debris removal technology
development could provide the
tools needed to clean up the most
dangerous existing debris.
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size of a marble possesses
enough kinetic energy to damage
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EM OF ORBITAL DEBRIS

or destroy an operational space-
craft.

Currently, space-tracking net-
works monitor approximately
36,000 pieces of debris larger
than 10 centimeters in diameter.

However, experts estimate that
there are over 130 million pieces
of debris smaller than one centi-
meter, and around one million
pieces between one and ten cen-
timeters. These smaller fragments
are largely untrackable but re-
main extremely hazardous.

The sheer volume of debris has
grown exponentially since the
space age began in 1957, with the
problem accelerating dramatical-
ly in recent decades.

Real-World Consequences
and Near Misses

The threat posed by space
junk is not merely theoreti-
cal. The International

Space Station regularly
performs collision avoid-
ance maneuvers to dodge
debris, with astronauts oc-
casionally taking shelter in
evacuation vehicles when
potential impacts cannot be
avoided. In 2021, the ISS
crew was awakened by
alarms and had to shelter in
place when a debris field
from a Russian anti-satel-

lite test passed dangerously
close to the station.

Satellites face constant
bombardment from smaller
debris particles. Solar pan-
els and optical systems suf-
fer degradation from im-

. pacts with paint flecks and
. tiny fragments. The Hubble
Space Telescope, despite
orbiting in a relatively

clean region of space,

. shows pockmarks from mi-
crometeorite and debris im-
pacts on its surfaces.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND POLICY CHALLENGES
Addressing space debris requires unprecedented international coop-

eration. Space is a global common
s, and debris created by one nation

affects all spacefaring countries.

However, coordinating policies and enforcement mechanisms across

sovereign nations presents formidable challenges.
Some countries prioritize national security concerns over debris mit-
igation, as evidenced by continued anti-satellite weapon testing de-

spite the known debris consequences.
Establishing binding international regulations remains elusive. Cur-
rent guidelines are voluntary and lack enforcement mechanisms.
Creating a framework similar to international maritime law or
environmental treaties for space would require complex ne-
gotiations and political will that has so far proven difficult
to muster. Questions of verification, compliance, and con-
sequences for violations must be addressed.
The commercial space industry's rapid growth adds
another layer of complexity.

Perhaps most importantly, the in-

ternational community must recog-
nize space debris as a shared chal-
lenge requiring collective action.
Just as humanity came together to
address the ozone layer depletion
and other global environmental
threats, addressing space junk will
require setting aside narrow inter-

ests in favor of preserving space for &8

future generations. The increasing
accumulation of space junk rep-
resents more than a technical chal-
lenge. It is a test of humanity's abil-
ity to act responsibly as we expand
beyond Earth. Our success or fail-
ure in addressing orbital debris will
determine whether space remains
accessible for scientific discovery,
technological innovation, and the

countless benefits satellites provide Bere
to life on Earth. The time to act is *~<.:

now, before the problem spirals be-
yond our ability to control it.

Private companies launching sat-

ellite constellations must balance

profit motives with responsi-

ble space stewardship. Regu-

latory frameworks struggle

to keep pace with the ac-

celerating commercializa-

tion of space, leaving gaps

in oversight and account-
ability.
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KNICKS CLAIM NBA CUP

WITH STUNNING RALLY

Anunoby scores 28, Brunson MVP as Knicks rally late, secure thrilling victory

LAS VEGAS

The New York Knicks finally
have a reason to celebrate af-
ter decades, the team captured
the NBA Cup by defeating the
San Antonio Spurs 124-113 in
a thrilling showdown.

OG Anunoby led the charge
with 28 points, while Jalen
Brunson added 25, earning
the tournament’s Most Valu-
able Player award. The
Knicks overcame a late defi-
cit, turning a tight game into a
memorable victory. “This is

great and we’re going to en-
joy this,” Brunson said. “But
once we leave tomorrow,
we’re moving on.”

Coach Mike Brown praised
his team’s resilience. “Every
game counts in a single-elim-
ination tournament,” he said.
“Success builds confidence
for everyone in the organiza-
tion.” Karl-Anthony Towns
contributed 16 points and 11
rebounds despite dealing with
a calf injury, exiting briefly in
the third quarter but returning
later to help seal the win.

The Spurs were led by
Dylan Harper, who scored 21
points, Victor Wembanyama
with 18, and De’Aaron Fox
with 16. Wembanyama left
the postgame press confer-
ence early, citing a personal
loss. Despite their effort, San
Antonio could not stop New
York’s dominance inside the
paint. Mitchell Robinson
pulled down 15 rebounds, 10
on offense, giving the Knicks
a 56-44 points-in-the-paint
advantage.

A key 13-1 run late in the

third quarter allowed New
York to take a 100-95 lead, a
margin they never gave up.
Beyond glory, each Knicks
player earned an extra
$318,560 for winning, bring-
ing the total prize to
$530,933.

While this victory doesn’t
affect regular season stand-
ings, both teams remain atop
their divisions at 18-7. For the
Knicks, it’s a strong sign of
hope for the Eastern Confer-
ence and perhaps, a glimpse
of championship glory ahead.

Coe frustrated as dopers
evade legal punishment

LONDON

World Athletics President Se-
bastian Coe expressed frustra-
tion over the legal hurdles
that prevent authorities from
stripping banned athletes of
world records, highlighting
the limits of anti-doping en-
forcement.

Kenyan marathoner Ruth
Chepngetich’s astonishing
two hours, nine minutes and
56 seconds performance in
Chicago last October remains
the legal world record, even
though she received a three-
year doping ban earlier this
year. Only results after March
have been voided, leaving her
record intact.

“I share your frustration,
but I’m not a lawyer,” Coe
told journalists. “Legal chal-
lenges mean the burden of
proof must be a positive test
at the time of the perfor-
mance. Without that, it’s ex-
tremely difficult to act.”

The Athletics Integrity Unit
(AIU) continues to investigate
Chepngetich for other possi-

Brazil

ble violations, while Coe em-
phasized the importance of
smarter testing. “We have to
focus on intelligent testing,
using Al to allocate resources
where it matters most,” he
said.

High-profile suspensions in
2025 also included American
sprinters Marvin Bracy, Erri-
yon Knighton, and Fred Ker-
ley. AIU chairman David
Howman warned that elite
dopers are evading detection,
hurting the credibility of an-
ti-doping efforts.

Despite the challenges, Coe
highlighted the sport’s
growth. This year’s World
Championships in Tokyo saw
84 nations reach a final, up
from 47 in 1991, showcasing
emerging talent across disci-
plines.

Looking ahead, Coe pro-
moted the inaugural Ultimate
Championships in Budapest
next September, a one-week-
end event featuring the
world’s best athletes compet-
ing for a historic $10 million
prize.
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ArkansaSito big win

FAYETTEVILLE N

Trevon Brazile scored a
career-high 26 points to lead

No. 14 Arkansas to a 108-80
victory over Queens, as the Ra-
zorbacks cruised to their fourth

straight win.

uted 10.

The Razorbacks have now bounced
back strongly after an early-season loss
to then-No. 4 Duke on Thanksgiving.
Arkansas’ balanced scoring and efficient
shooting proved too much for Queens,
demonstrating why they are ranked

Brazile shot an impressive 9-of-11
from the field, including 5-of-7 from
beyond the arc. He also added 18 points
in the first half, helping Arkansas take a
24-point lead into halftime. Darius Acuff
Jr. contributed 23 points and 10 assists,
scoring 16 in the opening 20 minutes.

The Razorbacks shot 60% in the first
half and dominated in transition, out-
scoring Queens 32-14 on fast-break
points. Arkansas finished the game 14 of
28 from three-point range, while the T
Royals managed just 6 of 25.

Queens struggled offensively, with —
Atlantic Sun preseason player of the
| year Chris Ashby limited to only two
points on 1-of-9 shooting, including
0-for-7 from three-point range. Nasir )
Mann led the Royals with 16 points.

Four other Arkansas players joined
Brazile and Acuft in double figures. Bil-
ly Richmond III scored 15 points off the
bench, Nick Pringle added 14, Karter
Knox had 11, and D.J. Wagner contrib-

among the nation’s top teams.
—— SR

MacKinnon powers Avalanche
past struggling Kraken

SEATTLE

Nathan MacKinnon led the
Colorado Avalanche to a 5-3
win over the Seattle Kraken,
scoring twice and adding an
assist to extend his NHL-lead-
ing goal total to 28 this sea-
son.

MacKinnon’s performance
stretched his point streak to
six games, helping the Ava-
lanche secure their third
straight victory and earn
points in 24 of their last 25
contests. Colorado, with the
league’s best record, contin-
ues to look like a dominant
force.

Other Avalanche scorers in-
cluded Artturi Lehkonen,
Samuel Girard, and Brock
Nelson. Goalie Mackenzie
Blackwood stopped 34 shots
to backstop the team.

Seattle’s offense came from
Chandler Stephenson, Shane
Wright, and Jordan Eberle,
but the Kraken continue to
struggle, losing nine of their
last ten games. Philipp Gru-
bauer made 33 saves in a los-
ing effort.

The Kraken appeared to
have momentum in the sec-
ond period, scoring three
goals to take a 3-2 lead head-
ing into the third. MacKinnon
tied the game early in the fi-
nal period with a powerful
one-timer from the right cir-
cle. Less than a minute after a
missed Kraken penalty shot,
Brock Nelson scored the go-
ahead goal. MacKinnon
sealed the victory with an
empty-net goal in the closing
minute.

Lehkonen opened the scor-
ing midway through the first
period by deflecting a shot
past Grubauer. Despite a val-
iant effort, the Kraken
couldn’t overcome Colorado’s
firepower down the stretch.

The Avalanche will host the
Winnipeg Jets on Friday,
while Seattle heads to Calgary
on Thursday, hoping to snap
their losing skid.

MacKinnon’s star power
and Colorado’s consistent
play continue to make the Av-
alanche one of the NHL’s
most dangerous teams this
season.
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FIFA cuts World Cup

tickets after backlash

GENEVA

FIFA has lowered some World
Cup ticket prices after fans
around the world expressed
outrage. Supporters can now
get seats for as little as $60,
instead of paying up to $4,185
for the final.

The decision, announced by
FIFA President Gianni Infan-
tino, targets loyal fans travel-
ing to see their national
teams. Tickets in this new
“Supporter Entry Tier” will
go to the teams’ national fed-
erations, which decide how to
distribute them. Each team
could get between 400 and
750 of the $60 seats per
match.

FIFA operates across 16
host cities in North America,
including 11 NFL stadiums in
the United States, plus venues
in Canada and Mexico. Offi-
cials said the lower prices are

meant to help traveling fans

follow their teams. Howev-

er, fan group Football Sup- &

porters Europe called the

move a “tactic to appease

global criticism” and criti-

cized FIFA for acting without ¥

proper consultation.

This World Cup will
be the first to
feature 48
teams, up from
32, and is ex-
pected to gen-
erate at least
$10 billion for
FIFA. Despite
criticism over
high prices, the
organization said it has al-
ready received over 20 mil-
lion ticket requests.

Fans had reacted angrily
last week after seeing initial
prices, which ranged from
$140 to $265 for group-stage
games, leaving many loyal

FIFA will use 16 North
American cities,
including 11 U.S. NFL
stadiums, offering lower
prices, but critics say it
appeases criticism
without fan consultation

_ supporters with no access
-\ to affordable tickets.
7 Other issues, including
/ fees on ticket resale plat-
forms and limited access
¥ for fans with disabilities,
{ have also drawn concern.
. FIFA said it will waive
administrative fees
for refunds
after the July
19 final, sig-
naling a par-
tial response
to fan pres-
sure. Critics
argue that
true inclu-
sion and fair
pricing require more concrete
action, not just announce-
ments.

The World Cup in North
America promises excite-
ment, but for many fans, af-
fordability remains a top con-
cern.

Three Ru531an
lugers barred
from Lake Placid

LAKE PLACID

Three Russian athletes were
barred from competing in this
weekend’s World Cup luge
event in Lake Placid due to
concerns about their neutrali-
ty, the International Luge
Federation (FIL) announced.

Alexsandr Gorbatsevich,
Sofiia Mazur, and Kseniia
Shamova had been seeking
World Cup points to improve
their chances of qualifying for
the 2026 Milan Cortina
Olympics. The FIL executive
board made the decision after
reviewing “new evidence” in
consultation with the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee,
though the federation did not
disclose the specifics.

A person familiar with the
situation said the evidence
raised questions about the ath-
letes’ neutrality regarding
Russia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine. The individual spoke
on condition of anonymity
because the information has
not been publicly released.
Neutrality is a key factor for
Russian athletes who hope to
compete in international
events. Sports federations are
preparing to allow Russian
competitors to race only after
independent reviews confirm
they have not publicly sup-
ported the war or have ties to
Russia’s military or related
organizations. Other Russian
sliders — Matvei Perestoro-
nin, Pavel Repilov, and Daria
Olesik — remain eligible and
are expected to compete in
Lake Placid.

Proteas Women Smash Records to

GQEBERHA

/

South Africa’s women’s
cricket team smashed records
to secure their three-match
ODI series against Ireland

. with a commanding 74-run
. win. Both sides crossed the
¢ 300-run mark in a high-scor-

ing contest that thrilled fans.

The Proteas posted 375/6,
their highest total in women’s
50-over cricket and 13th best
globally. Laura Wolvaardt led
the charge with a brilliant 124
runs at the top of the order.
In-form all-rounder Sune
Luus added 114, while former
captain Dane van Niekerk
contributed 88, marking her
first ODI series in over four
years.

“It’s always great to win a
series with a match to spare,”
van Niekerk said. “The bat-
ting was fantastic. Scoring
370 on this wicket is almost
like hitting 400. Wolvaardt
led the way, and Sune was in-
credible in every aspect.”

Ireland also broke through
300 for only the fifth time in
their history, led by Orla
Prendergast’s 97 and Amy
Hunter’s 64. Despite the de-
feat, captain Gaby Lewis
praised her team’s effort.
“The girls battled hard, and
Orla deserved a hundred.
We’re moving in the right di-
rection and want to finish the
tour strongly,” she said.

In the bowling department,
South Africa’s Leah Jones
shone with three wickets,

Seal ODI Series Against Ireland

though van Niekerk noted the
need for improvement. “The
bowling needs sharpening.
Ireland reaching 300 is histor-
ic, but it’s good cricket for the
fans and the game.” The
high-scoring clash saw a com-
bined total of over 680 runs,
highlighting the growing ex-
citement in women’s cricket.
With the series secured, South
Africa now looks ahead to the
final match in Johannesburg
on Friday, aiming to end the
series with a clean sweep

Shiffrin dominates Slalom
with record margin

COURCHEVEL

Mikaela Shiffrin is rewriting
the record books this Olympic
season. The American ski star
continues to dominate slalom
races, winning by an average
of more than 1.5 seconds — a
huge margin in competitive
skiing.

Shiffrin claimed her 105th
World Cup victory, extending
her record after several top
rivals failed to finish during
the night race. She crossed the
finish line 1.55 seconds ahead
of Switzerland’s Camille Rast
and 1.71 seconds ahead of
Germany’s Emma Aicher.

This season, Shiffrin has
won the first four slaloms and
five in a row including last
season’s final race. Her victo-
ries in Levi, Finland; Gurgl,
Austria; and Copper Moun-
tain, Colorado, all featured
margins exceeding a full sec-
ond, with three over 1.5 sec-
onds — averaging 1.5025
seconds this season. “I’m just
pushing. I’'m not asking ques-
tions. Sometimes you just got
to take it and roll with it,”
Shiffrin said.

Rivals struggled on the
challenging course. Germa-
ny’s Lena Duerr went off
course, while Lara Colturi of
Albania straddled a gate early,
ending her podium streak.
Wendy Holdener suffered a
scary tumble but still finished
seventh. Zrinka Ljutic and

Olympic silver medalist Kath-
arina Liensberger both failed
to finish midway down.

Austria’s Katharina Truppe
finished fourth, and American
Paula Moltzan moved from
ninth to fifth after a strong
second run. Shiffrin’s 68th
World Cup slalom win adds to
her Olympic golds in Sochi
2014 and Pyeongchang 2018.

Looking ahead to the Feb-
ruary Olympics in Cortina
d’Ampezzo, Italy, Shiffrin
will be a favorite for multiple
medals. She leads the overall
World Cup standings with
558 points, followed by Alice
Robinson, Rast, and Aicher.
Lindsey Vonn, who won a
downhill last week at 41, will
return soon for downhill and
super-G races.

Shiffrin’s dominance shows
no sign of slowing as the
Olympic season intensifies.

Christensen, Rashford
secure Barcelona Copa win

MADRID

Barcelona needed late goals
from Andreas Christensen and
Marcus Rashford to defeat
third-division side Guadalaja-
ra 2-0 in the Copa del Rey
round of 32. The match was
delayed by half an hour due to
issues with the stadium’s tem-
porary grandstand.

Local authorities initially
blocked fan access to the new
grandstand at Pedro Escartin
Stadium in Guadalajara, near
Madrid. Long lines formed
outside until police allowed
supporters to enter. The stadi-
um’s capacity increased from
about 6,000 to roughly 8,000
with the addition.

Barcelona dominated pos-
session throughout the match
but struggled to create clear
scoring chances against their
lower-tier opponents. Chris-
tensen finally broke the dead-
lock in the 76th minute with a
header from Frenkie De
Jong’s cross.

The ball deflected off a de-

fender before finding the net.

Guadalajara had several
chances to equalize but could
not convert.

Rashford sealed the 2-0
victory with a late breakaway
goal in the 90th minute, en-
suring Barcelona’s place in
the next round.

Coach Hansi Flick rested
several regular starters ahead
of Sunday’s La Liga match
against third-place Villarreal,
keeping key players fresh for
league competition. Despite
the lower-level opposition,
the team showed patience and
control, waiting for the right
moments to strike.

Barcelona now moves on in
the Copa del Rey, while Gua-
dalajara can take pride in
holding off one of Spain’s top
clubs for most of the match.
The victory boosts Barcelo-
na’s confidence as they pre-
pare for upcoming league
challenges, with the team
aiming to balance cup ambi-
tions with a strong league
campaign.
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Carey, Khawaja rescue

Al |

Australiaondayone

Khawaja returns, scores 82 for Australia, survives early
dropped catch, eventually dismissed by Will Jacks before tea

ADELAIDE

Australia got off to a strong
start in the third Ashes Test as
wicketkeeper-batter Alex Car-
ey and Usman Khawaja led a
fightback at the Adelaide
Oval. At stumps on Day 1, the
hosts were 326 for 8 after an
early batting collapse.
Australia had lost four
quick wickets for just 94 runs,
but Carey and Khawaja stead-
ied the innings with a 91-run
partnership for the fifth wick-
et. Carey, batting lower down
the order, played with compo-
sure, hitting crisp boundaries
on the leg side to reach 41 by
Iunch before eventually scor-
ing a brilliant 106. The centu-
ry marked his third in Test
cricket and his first in front of

home fans, a moment he ded-
icated to his late father, who
passed away in September.
Khawaja, returning to the
team after Steve Smith was
ruled out due to a vestibular
issue, contributed a well-made
82. He had a lucky reprieve
early when Harry Brook
dropped a catch at five runs.
Khawaja eventually fell to
Will Jacks while attempting a
sweep just before tea, adding
vital runs to Australia’s total.
Earlier, openers Jake
Weatherald and Travis Head
gave Australia a solid start,
though both fell cheaply.
Marnus Labuschagne also be-
gan well but was dismissed
alongside Cameron Green by
England’s pace spearhead Jof-
ra Archer, who finished with

Brief Scores
Australia 326/8 (Alex Carey
106, Usman Khawaja 82; Jof-
ra Archer 3-29) vs England

figures of 3-29. Other wickets
were shared by Carse, Jacks,
and Tongue.

Lower down, Mitchell Starc
remained unbeaten on 32,
providing support to Nathan
Lyon as Australia built a re-
spectable total despite En-
gland’s early breakthroughs.
Carey’s innings pushed him
past Steve Smith as Austra-
lia’s leading run-scorer in
Tests this year, ranking him
sixth globally. Australia’s
fightback set up an exciting
contest for Day 2 as England
looks to strike early against a
resilient home side.

Sridhar joins SL
Cricket team
coaching staff

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has
named R. Sridhar as the new
fielding coach for the men’s
national cricket team, a role
he will hold until the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup con-
cludes on March 10, 2026.

Sridhar, a BCCI Level 3
certified coach, brings a
wealth of international expe-
rience. He served as India’s
fielding coach from 2014 to
2021, guiding the team in
over 300 matches, including
two ODI and T20 World
Cups.

In his new role, Sridhar
will focus on improving the
team’s fielding skills ahead
of tours to Pakistan and En-
gland, and during prepara-
tions for the T20 World Cup.

Speaking on his appoint-
ment, Sridhar said, “Sri
Lankan players have always
shown instinctive brilliance,
resilience, and team spirit.
My goal is not to impose a
system but to create an envi-
ronment where athleticism,
awareness, and pride in the
field can grow naturally.”

Earlier this year, he led a
10-day specialized fielding
camp at Sri Lanka Cricket’s
National High-Performance
Centre. During the camp, he
worked with the national
team and other squads on
drills, skill-focused training,
and simulated match situa-
tions to mirror real-game
conditions.

Sridhar emphasized that
fielding improves when play-
ers feel connected to the ball,
to each other, and to the game
moment.

CSK features
wicketkeepers
from every decade

NEW DELHI

Former India cricketer Abhi-
nav Mukund has spotted an
unusual and interesting trend
in Chennai Super Kings’
(CSK) squad for IPL 2026.
The five-time champions now
have one wicketkeeper from
every decade of life: teens,
20s, 30s, and 40s.

CSK’s squad includes four
wicketkeepers: 19-year-old
Kartik Sharma, Urvil Patel in
his 20s, Sanju Samson in his
30s, and veteran MS Dhoni in
his 40s.

The team, which assembled
a 25-member squad at the IPL
auction held at Abu Dhabi’s
Etihad Arena, focused heavily
on youth. Key picks included
Prashant Veer from Uttar
Pradesh and Kartik Sharma of
Rajasthan, both bought for Rs.
14.20 crores, making them the
joint-costliest uncapped play-

Andhra Pradesh rewards star
cricketer Shree Charani

AMARAVATI

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has honored woman
cricketer Shree Charani with
a cash reward of Rs 2.5 crore
for her outstanding perfor-
mance at the ICC Women’s
One Day World Cup. The
award was personally handed
over by Education and IT
Minister Nara Lokesh at his
Undavalli residence.

A native of Kadapa district,
Shree Charani has quickly be-
come one of India’s brightest
stars in international women’s
cricket. She played a key role
in India’s historic World Cup
win, taking 14 wickets during
the tournament and helping
the team secure its first-ever
ICC Women’s Cricket World
Cup title on November 2 by
defeating South Africa by 52
runs.

Along with the cash prize,
the state government has of-
fered her a 500-square-yard
residential plot in Visakhapa-
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tnam. Shree Charani has also
been assured a Group-I level
government job after com-
pleting her degree, with for-
mal orders already issued.

The ceremony was attended
by Transport and Youth &
Sports Minister Mandipalli
Ramprasad Reddy, Sports Au-
thority of Andhra Pradesh
Chairman Animini Ravinayu-
du, Special Chief Secretary
(Sports) Ajay Jain, and other
senior officials.

This recognition reflects the
state’s commitment to pro-
moting sporting excellence
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and encouraging young wom-
en to pursue careers in sports
with confidence. Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu
had earlier announced the in-
centives after meeting the
young cricketer. Shree Chara-
ni, a left-arm spinner, made
her World Cup debut in April
and quickly made an impact
on the global stage. Her dedi-
cation and talent have inspired
many, and Andhra Pradesh’s
generous rewards celebrate

not only her individual suc- _:

cess but also the rise of
women’s cricket in India.

Wayne Madsen named Italy
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Crawford retires
after historic

boxing career 4%

OMAHA

Boxing star Terence Crawford
announced his retirement,
closing the chapter on a his-
toric career that saw him
dominate the sport across
multiple weight divisions.
The 38-year-old Omaha na-
tive leaves the ring undefeat-
ed with a perfect record of 42
wins, including 31 by knock-
out. Crawford captured 18
major world titles across five
weight classes, cementing his
place as one of boxing’s all-
time greats. Crawford’s final
victory came in September
when he defeated Mexican

d
Canelo
Alvarez to
become the un-
disputed super mid-
dleweight world champion.
That win made him the first
boxer in modern history to
hold undisputed titles in three
divisions—Ilight welterweight,
welterweight, and super mid-
dleweight.

“I’m stepping away from
competition, not because I’'m
done fighting, but because
I’ve won a different kind of
battle—the one where you
walk away on your own
terms,” Crawford said in a
video posted on YouTube.

In a post on X, Crawford
wrote: “Walking away as a
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Crawford, retired as
top pound-for-pound

fighter, leaves a legacy

of skill, resilience, and
sportsmanship, hailed
as one of his
generation’s most
fearless, technically
gifted boxers

great with nothing else left to
prove. I gave this sport every
breath I had. Every scar, ev-
ery triumph, every ounce of
my heart. I’ve made peace
with what’s next. And now,
it’s time. Thank you.”

Crawford, who was ranked
the No. 1 pound-for-pound
fighter at the time of his re-
tirement, leaves behind a leg-
acy of skill, resilience, and
sportsmanship. Fans and fel-
low athletes alike praised his
achievements, calling him one
of the most technically gifted
and fearless boxers of his
generation.

Though he will no longer
compete professionally,
Crawford emphasized that
this is not a farewell, but the
start of a new journey beyond
the ring. Boxing now cele-
brates a champion who ended
his career at the very peak of
the sport.

Mohun Bagan
hit with AFC
ban, USD
100,729 fine

KOLKATA

The Asian Football Confeder-
ation (AFC) has handed Mo-
hun Bagan Super Giant a
one-season ban from conti-
nental competitions and im-
posed a fine of USD 100,729
(approximately %91 lakh) for
withdrawing from the 2025—
26 AFC Champions League
Two. The sanction followed
the club’s refusal to travel to
Iran for a group-stage fixture
against Sepahan SC.

In its order (VVC
20251217DC21), the AFC
Disciplinary and Ethics
Committee ruled that the
reigning Indian Super
League champions violated
Article 5 of the competition
regulations, which deals
with withdrawal after the
group stage has begun. The
decision has come at a chal-
lenging time for Indian foot-

ball, _ which is
already Y4~ facing
uncertain- ¥ ty dueto
delays and & instabil-

. mestic
calen-

ity in the do-
season |
dar.

Caruana reflects on Gukesh’s
challenging 2025 year

NEW DELHI

World No. 3 Fabiano Caruana
recently shared his thoughts
on reigning world champion
D Gukesh, calling 2025 a
“tough year” for the 19-year-
old Indian chess prodigy.
Caruana said Gukesh is “not
the clear No. 1 in the world
right now,” but stressed that
such fluctuations are normal
for a champion.

Gukesh stunned the chess
world last December by de-
feating Ding Liren, becoming
the youngest-ever world
champion. Since then,
expec- tations

have soared,
and op- ponents
have / been

- Chaaravarthy reaches

extra motivated to beat him.

This year, Gukesh has faced
inconsistency. While repre-
senting PBG Alaskan Knights
at the Global Chess League,
he drew against Hikaru Na-
kamura on the first day, re-
flecting a year with few tour-
nament wins. He came close
at the Tata Masters in Wijk
aan Zee but lost the final
tie-breaker to fellow Indian
grandmaster R Praggnanand-
haa.

Caruana highlighted that,
despite the challenges,
Gukesh is still performing at
a top level, unlike Ding Liren
during his weaker period.
“Maybe next year will be bet-
ter. I wouldn’t be surprised if
he comes into very good
shape next year,” Caruana
said.

Looking ahead, Caruana
has secured his spot for the
Candidates, where he could
face Gukesh again. Pragg-
nanandhaa is also considered

® a strong contender, with Caru-

ana noting he has a “realistic
‘ ; chance” at
the title.

. career-best T20I rating

have cemented his status
as the world’s top T20
bowler.

DUBAI the rankings after solid
performances.

In the all-rounder rank-

suitable choice” to lead
the team. The official
squad for the T20

ers in IPL history. ROME
Mukund described -

CSK’s approach as a Ws

Wayne Madsen will lead Italy in India spinner Varun

“tectonic shift” and their first-ever ICC Men’s T20  World Cup has yet to § h Chakaravarthy Left-arm pacer Arsh- ings, Pakistan’s Saim
called the squad “a very World Cup next year, the Ital-  be announced. a reached a ca-  deep Singhalsomovedup Ayub continues to lead
different side.” He said, ian Cricket Federation con- Italy opens its World > reer-high rating of ~ four places to 16th follow-  despite limited recent ac-

tion. India’s Hardik Pan-
dya (4th), Axar Patel
(9th), and Shivam Dube
(16th) are also among the
top performers.
Meanwhile, in Tests,
New Zealand’s Devon

“Earlier, CSK’s reten-
tions were based on past
success. Now, everything
is out of the window. For
2026, it’s almost like a
30 per cent investment
in wicketkeepers.”

ing his Player of the
Match display in the se-
ries’ third game. South
Africa made gains as well,
with Marco Jansen rising
14 spots to 25th, Lungi
Ngidi moving up 11 plac-

firmed. He replaces Joe
Burns, who will not be part
w  of the squad for the historic
?j tournament.
' Burns, who captained It-
aly during the qualifying
campaign in the Nether-

Cup campaign against &%
Bangladesh in Kolkata p#=
on February 9. They will 7
also face England, West ||
Indies, and Nepal in |
Group C.

Before the tournament,

818 points to ex-
tend his lead atop the
T20I bowling rank-
ings after his third
Jconsecutive
 two-wicket haul in
| the ongoing five-

He added that the lands this July, helped se-  Italy will play a historic match series es to 44th, and Ottneil Conway rose seven spots
new squad signals a cure the nation’s first-ever  three-match T20I series 7 against South Af-  Baartman breaking into  to 34th in batting, while
complete reset for spot at a global cricket against Ireland in Dubai ° rica. the top 100 at 68th. Duffy climbed 15 places
the franchise. “Every </ tournament. He also rep-  starting January 23. This Chakaravarthy On the batting front, to 48th among bowlers.
player coming in \, resented Italy in the will be the first time Italy « picked up two wickets young India opener Australia’s Mitchell Starc

Abhishek Sharma main-
tains his top spot, while
Tilak Varma jumped to
fourth, giving India two
players firmly inside the
T20I top five ahead of the
2026 World Cup. South
Africa’s Aiden Markram
(29th) and Quinton de
Kock (43rd) also climbed

reached a career-best sec-
ond place in the Test
bowling rankings follow-
ing Matt Henry’s absence.

With both Indian batters
and bowlers performing
strongly, the team looks
well-prepared ahead of
upcoming international
challenges.

now is experiencing
this environment for the

first time. This doesn’t
look like the CSK team
we’re used to seeing. There
are no traditional overseas
openers or tall fast bowlers
from Australia or South Af- =
rica. It’s a very different —
CSK side.

@ 2024 competitions in
A Rome and Uganda.
k The Federation ex-
pressed gratitude for
his contribution on
and off the field.
The Federation said
Madsen was chosen af-
ter internal evaluations
highlighted him as the “most

competes in a bilateral se-

ries against an ICC Full \°
Member nation, offering ’

both teams a chance to pre-
pare for the World Cup.

The move marks a new
chapter for Italian cricket, as
the team sets its sights on
making a mark on the global
stage.

in each of the past two
T20Is, boosting his rat-
ing by 36 points and giv-
ing him a 119-point ad-
vantage over sec-
_ond-placed New Zea-
, . land seamer Jacob
~<#” Duffy, who has 699
points. The spinner’s
consistent performances
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