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INDIACANBE FULL-STACK Al NATION: PICHAI

Google unveils India-US subsea cable initiative, USD 30 mn Al science challenge, new skilling push; India can be Al ‘User-Builder-Shaper’

NEW DELHI

Google CEO Sundar Pichai
on Wednesday said India has
a rare opportunity to emerge
as a “full-stack” player in ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) --
not only as a massive user
base but also as a builder and
shaper of the technology.

“I think India is in a unique
position at this moment. It
has a chance to play a big
role in all three --as a user, as
a builder and as a shaper of
AlL” he said.

“The country is poised for
an “extraordinary trajectory”
in AI”, he said and empha-
sised Google’s commitment
to partnering in the country’s
Al transformation. “Al is the
biggest platform shift of our
lifetime,” Pichai said,
highlighting its potential to
transform sectors ranging
from healthcare to agricul-
ture.

Speaking at the India Al
Impact Summit 2026, he not-
ed that India’s diversity, lan-
guage ecosystem, and robust
digital public infrastructure

make 1t a “powerful founda-
tion for innovation” and a
blueprint for democratizing
Al globally.

Al must be built

on inclusivity

He emphasised that Al adop-
tion must prioritise trust,
safety and inclusivity. “Al
systems must work across
multiple Indian languages

and adapt to local contexts,
ensuring real-world bene-
fits,” he said.

India-America Connect
initiative announced

He also announced the In-
dia-America Connect Initia-
tive, a project to deploy new
subsea cable routes to en-
hance AI connectivity be-
tween the United States, In-

What Pichai says

® India can be a global
leader in Al development

® ndia’s investment in
research and tech will
shapeits Al future

= Al could transform India’s
education, healthcare,
and startups

dia, and several locations
across the Southern Hemi-
sphere. “Google has full-
stack connectivity in India,
and I have never been more
excited about the future we
are building together,” he
added.

Al Hub and infra boost
worth USD 15 bn

Pichai further referred to
Google’s earlier announce-
ment of a USD 15 billion Al
hub in India, which will
house gigawatt-scale copute
capacity and an international
subsea cable gateway, bring-
ing jobs and advanced Al
infrastructure to the country.

Large-scale skilling and
education initiatives

He also unveiled ambitious
skilling programmes, includ-
ing a Google Al Professional
Certificate Programme in En-
glish and Hindi, targeting
students and early-career
professionals.

Google unveiled ambitious
skilling programmes which
will help the youth for the
Al-driven future. These will
further include a Google Al
Professional Certificate Pro-
gramme in English and Hin-
di. It will further be designed
for students and early-career
professionals.

The company will also
collaborate with ‘Karma
Yogi Bharat’ to support over
20 million public servants
with Al tools. Additionally,
partnerships with Atal Tin-
kering Labs aim to introduce
generative Al tools in
10,000 schools.

Google further announced
a USD 30 million Al for Sci-
ence Impact Challenge to
accelerate global research.

© More on page 11

India shaping up to take
Al leadership role: Sunak

Former British prime minister
Rishi Sunak on Wednesday
said India is well positioned
to take leadership role in Ar-
tificial Intelliegnce (AI).
Speaking at the NDTV Al
Summit 2026 at ITC Maurya
in New Delhi, Sunak g
said, “India has rec- |y
ognised that leadership
in technology doesn’t
depend on inventing it.
It depends on how ef-
fectively you deploy it.
By focusing on mass
adoption, supported by deep tal-
ent pool in India, strong public
infrastructure, and public that’s
very supportive of the technol-
ogy, India is well positioned to
take leadership role in AL”
He said Al is going to
change the labour market and
as a result, some jobs will be
lost. “I think Al is going to
change the labour market.

Some jobs will be lost; I think
many more will be rede-
signed. I think history shows
us that societies flourish when
we manage that transition
well,” the former UK PM
said.

The scale of AI’s
runaway growth is
such that companies
are investing 20 times
more than the entire
Manbhattan Project, he
said while drawing
comparison between
the investment on Al and the
historic project that led to the
building of atomic weapons.
The Manhattan Project in
1945 cost approximately $2.2
billion dollars, equivalent to
over $30 billion dollars today,
adjusted for inflation, he said.

He further said the Al de-
bate has moved from tech to
strategy.

everywhere,” he added.

India will leapfrog in
Al like it did with mobile
internet: Qualcomm CEO

India leapfrogged in mobile internet,
pivoted smartphone revolution, and
the same is going to be the case with
Al, said Qualcomm CEO and President
Cristiano Amon. Speaking to the me-
dia on the sidelines of India Al Impact
1 Summit 2026, Amon
said the opportunity
for India to be in the
leadership position
is real, and the time
for India is now to
: AV bring disruption in Al
technology ‘India was very good at
leapfrogging to the mobile internet.
| think as the smartphone revolution
happened in India, as mobile broad-
band happened in India, India leap-
frogged into the future of the internet.
| think the same is going to be true for
Al, especially as Al is now going to be

WHEN Al CONNECTS FHIENIIS..

French President Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday shared an Al-generated picture of him-
self with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in celebration of India-France friendship. “When
friends connect, innovation follows. Ready for The Al Impact Summit!” Macron posted on X,
referring to the ongoing India Al Impact Summit 2026 in New Delhi.

Chinese Robodog row: Galgotias University
exits AI Summit expo, tenders apology

NEW DELHI

Galgotias University, facing fire from all quarters,
including people at large for roughly twenty-four
hours, was sent packing on Wednesday evening from
the AT Summit Expo, over the fiasco and national
embarrassment it brought for itself as well as the na-
tion over the Chinese robot dog.

The controversy emanated at the Al Summit Expo
on Tuesday, over the portrayal of a Chinese robotic
dog as the varsity’s pavilion, with one of its professors
explaining its Al-enabled features and describing ro-
bodog as a ‘landmark innovation’ by the varsity students.

The university, initially reluctant to express regret,
issued a public apology, stating that it was “apologis-
ing profusely” over the irresponsible and misleading
conduct at the Expo. “We at Galgotias University,
wish to apologise profusely for the confusion created
at the recent Al Summit. One of our representatives,
manning the pavilion, was ill-informed. She was not
aware of the technical origins of the product and in her
enthusiasm of being on camera, gave factually incorrect
information even though she was not authorised to
speak to the press,” it stated.

Even techis copy-paste: Siddu

slams Centre on Robodog row

Amid the Galgotias University’s Robodog
controversy, Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah launched a scathing attack on
the ruling BJP government, accusing them of
‘copy-paste’. Inan X post on Wednesday, he
said, “First, they copied UPA Schemes and
Congress guarantees and rebranded them
as their own grand vision. Now, even tech-
. _ nology is copy-paste.” “The Modi
government does not believe
in ‘Make in India, instead, “they
» - believe in ‘Fake in India’” he
alleged. He said the incident
has brought “international em-
barrassment” to the country

on such a prominent
platform as the Al
Impact Summit.

Maha scraps 5%
Muslim quota in
jobs, education

MUMBAI

Maharashtra government’s So-
cial Justice Department on
Tuesday issued a Government
Resolution (GR) cancelling its
2014 order that had
granted a 5% reserva-
tion to the Muslim
community in educa-
tional institutions and
government and
semi-government
jobs-- a provision that
had already been legally inval-
idated over a decade ago.

The reservation was intro-
duced in July 2014 through an
ordinance, classifying Muslims
under the Special Backward
CLass-A (SBC-A) category.
However, the policy was chal-
lenged in the Bomaby High
Court, whcih stayed its imple-
mentation in November 2014.

As the ordinace was not en-
acted into law by the state leg-
islature within the stipulated
deadline of December 2014, it
lapsed automatically.

The Supreme COurt later set
aside the quota while deciding
a Special Leave Petition, ren-
dering the provision inopera-
tive.

Despite the lapse of the or-
dinance and the top court’s
order, the state had not formal-

ly rescinded the resolution un-
til now.

With the latest order, the
government declared all deci-
sions and communications
linked to the Muslim quota
void. It implies that
no admissions or re-
cruitment can be
made under the 5%
reservation, and no
caste certificate will
be issued under the
SBC-A category.

Opposition terms
move ‘anti-minority’
Mumbai Congress president
Varsha Gaikwad termed the
decision as “harmful to de-
mocracy” and said it would
push the Muslim community
away from the mainstream.
“Instead of strengthening the
process, the government has
cancelled earlier procedures
citing interim stay orders of
the High Court and lapse of
the ordinance. On one hand,
the BJP speaks of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas’ (develop-
ment for all), and on the other
hand it blocks the path to se-
curing necessary documents
for reservation,” she said.

She also sought to know the
stands of ruling allies Shiv
Sena and NCP in this decision.

ECI sets March 16 date for biennial RS polls

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Wednesday
announced the schedule for
holding biennial elections to
37 Rajya Sabha seats across
10 states, which are falling
vacant on different dates in
April. Polling will be held on
March 16.

The seats becoming vacant
are represented by members
from Maharashtra, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, As-
sam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Telangana.

As per the schedule, the
election process will begin
with the issue of notification
on February 26. The last
date for filing nominations is

March 5, with scrutiny
scheduled for March 6. Can-
didates will be allowed to
withdraw their nominations
until March 9.

Voting will take place on
March 16, with counting of
votes at 5 pm on the same
day, the ECI said, adding
that the entire election
process will conclude by
March 20.

The Commission also spec-
ified that only integrated vio-
let colour sketch pens of a pre
fixed specification, provided
by the Returning Officer, are
to be used for marking prefer-
ences on ballot papers. The
ECI, in the press note, said,
“No other pen shall be used
for marking preferences in the
above said elections.”

LS POLL SCHEDULE

m 37 seats in 10 states
(Maharashtra, TN, WB,
Bihar, Odisha, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Telangana and HP)

m Notification: Feb 26

m | ast date to file nomi-
nations: March 5

m Scrutiny of nomina-
tions: March 6

m Deadline to withdraw
nominations: March 9

m Polling: from 9 am to
4 pm on March 16

m Counting: March 16

m Entire process will
complete by March 20

US deploys 50+ fighter jets
to Middle East amid tentions

TEHRAN

The United States military is
steadily building its air and
naval assets near Iran, even as
Tehran officials agreed to re-
turn to negotiating with a new
proposal in two weeks.

Over 50 US fighter jets, in-
cluding F-35s, F-22s, and
F-16s, have moved to West
Asia over the last 24 hours, ac-
cording to the American publi-
cation Axios. This comes even
as US officials said Washington
and Tehran “made progress in
nuclear talks” in Geneva on
Tuesday. They, however,
stressed that “there are still a lot
of details to discuss,” suggest-

ing there are still chances of an
imminent military clash.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi said
discussions were more “con-
structive” than the first round
held in Muscat earlier this
month, claiming that the two
sides had agreed on the “guiding
principles” for a potential deal
over Iran’s nuclear programme.

US military buildup near Iran
The US-Iran negotiations
came as the Trump adminis-
tration amassed heavy mili-
tary forces near Iran for pos-
sible attack amid Washing-
ton’s increasing pressure on
Tehran over its nuclear plans.

__SC JUNKS HC ORDER |

‘Grabbing breasts, pulling pyjama string attempt to rape’

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has ruled
that grabbing of breasts and
pulling the pyjama string
amount to “attempt to rape”,
setting aside a controversial
Allahabad High Court order
which said these were only
“preparation to commit rape.”

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and NV Anjaria
said the impugned order was
liable to be set aside on ac-
count of the “patently errone-

ous application of the settled
principles of criminal juris-
prudence.”

The court passed the order
on February 10 on a suo motu
plea in which it had taken

cognisance of the Allahabad ==

High Court order, which
stated that mere grab-
bing of the breasts and
pulling the string of
a pyjama did not
amount to the of-
fence of rape.
While setting 7
aside the HC judge- |

ment, the top court restored
the original stringent charge
of attempt to rape against two
accused under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.
“The facts alleged be-
ing so, we cannot
agree with the find-
ing of the High
Court that the al-
legations only
. amount to prepa-
ration, but not
I~ an attempt, to-
il wards the com-

mission of the offence of
rape,” SC observed.

“The attempt made by the
accused persons appears clearly
and inevitably leads us to con-
clude that, prima facie, a case
for invoking the provisions of
attempt to commit rape has
been made out by the com-
plainant and the prosecution.
The impugned judgement, thus,
is liable to be set aside on ac-
count of the patently erroneous
application of the settled prin-
ciples of criminal jurispru-
dence,” the bench said. The

apex court said a bare perusal
of these allegations leaves no
“modicum of doubt” that the
case sought to be made out is
that the accused persons pro-
ceeded with a pre-determined
intent to commit an offence
under Section 376 (rape) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
“The impugned judgement
dated March 17, 2025, is set
aside, and the original sum-
mons order dated June 23,
2023, passed by the Special
Judge (POCSO), Kasganj, is
restored,” the bench said.
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- 'I\llan diesin
birthday crash

near Bengaluru

BENGALURU
A 24-year-old man was
killed in a tragic road
accident while returning
home after celebrating his
birthday with friends. The
victim, identified as
Pawan, a resident of
Thotada Guddadahalli in
Bengaluru North, died ina
head-on collision
between his motorcycle
and an Ashok Leyland
goods vehicle near
Hivarakandapura around
5:45 p.m. Police said both
vehicles were allegedly
speeding when the crash
occurred under the
Soladevanahalli traffic
police limits. Pawan died
on the spot. His body was
shifted to Victoria
Hospital for post-
mortem examination.

Man kills wife
over suspicion
inBengaluru

BENGALURU
A 65-year-old man alleg-
edly hacked his wife to
death with a machete af-
ter suspecting her charac-
terin a shocking incident
in the city. The victim, De-
vika (55), was attacked
around 12.45 a.m. while
she was asleep at their
residence. Police said the
accused, Kumar, struck
her on the neck following
repeated arguments over
suspicions about her in-
teractions with others.
The couple had recently
returned from a pilgrim-
age to Sabarimala, during
which Kumar reportedly
grew suspicious after see-
ing his wife speak to a
driver. After the attack,
Kumar attempted suicide
but was stopped by their
children. A case has been
registered at Govindara-
janagar police station,
and Kumar has been
arrested.

Ashoka seeks clarification over alleged B’deshi residents

Opposition leader R. Ashoka urges Congress government’s response after fresh claims surface

BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka
demanded a clarification from
the Congress government, al-
leging that individuals resid-
ing at Kogilu Cross have been
proven to be Bangladeshi
nationals.

Addressing reporters in the
city, Ashoka said that during
his earlier visit to Kogilu
Cross, it was established that

the occupants were from Ban-
gladesh. He accused the Con-
gress government of initially
dismissing the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s claims and pro-
ceeding to announce housing
benefits for the residents.
“At that time, the govern-
ment, listening to Rahul
Gandhi, declared that houses
would be provided to every-
one there. The Housing Min-
ister even went a step further

and promised homes. Now it
has been revealed that they
are frauds,” Ashoka alleged.
He further claimed
that Congress leaders
had accused the BJP
of making baseless al-
legations, but recent
developments had
vindicated his party’s
stand. Ashoka also alleged
that the housing announce-
ment was aimed at consolidat-

ing minority votes ahead of
elections in Kerala.

The BJP leader asserted
that if his party had
not raised the issue,
land worth X300 crore
would have been al-
lotted to “Bangladeshi
residents.” “The BJP’s
i fight has succeeded.
Now the Chief Minister and
other Congress leaders must
clarify their earlier state-

ments,” he said, referring to
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

Ashoka also levelled fresh
allegations related to the al-
leged %3,000 crore MUDA
scam, claiming that an official
who had assisted the Con-
gress had been rewarded with
a prominent post to stall the
investigation.

Responding earlier, Hous-
ing Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khan had stated that, accord-

ing to available information,
there were no Bangladeshis in
Kogilu Layout. He said hous-
es would be allotted only after
thorough verification of doc-
uments and strictly to eligible
residents of Karnataka.

The controversy has
sparked a political exchange,
with the opposition pressing
for transparency and the gov-
ernment maintaining that due
process is being followed.

High Court seeks govt reply on
cabinet-rank posts for MLAs

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has directed the State govern-
ment to clarify its stand on a
public interest litigation chal-
lenging the grant of cabi-
net-rank status to 34 MLAs
appointed as chairpersons of
various corporations and
boards, along with eight other
legislators given similar status
in different posts.

A division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Vibhu Bakh-
ru and Justice C.M. Poonacha
issued notice to the govern-
ment while hearing the peti-
tion and adjourned the matter
to March 4.

The PIL was filed by Ben-
galuru resident Suri Payala,
who contended that the ap-
pointments violate constitu-
tional provisions. The petition
argues that under Article
164(1A) of the Constitution,
the size of the Council of
Ministers in a State cannot
exceed 15% of the total
strength of the Legislative As-
sembly. In Karnataka’s
224-member Assembly, this
would cap the number of min-
isters at 34. At present, there

are 33 ministers, including the
Chief Minister.

However, the petitioner
contends that 34 MLAs have
additionally been appointed
as heads of corporations and
boards and granted cabinet
rank, along with salaries, al-
lowances and other facilities.
Eight more MLAs have been
appointed to posts such as
Delhi Special Representative
and Political Secretary to the
Chief Minister, also with cab-
inet status.

While the petition does not
object to MLAs being ap-
pointed to such bodies, it
challenges the conferment of
cabinet rank and associated
benefits, arguing that this ef-
fectively expands the size of
the executive in violation of

constitutional limits.

The plea also raises concerns
under Article 191, which deals
with disqualification on
grounds of holding an “office
of profit.” It contends that these
posts carry financial benefits
— including enhanced pay, of-
ficial vehicles, fuel, drivers,
housing allowances and medi-
cal reimbursements — thereby
constituting offices of profit
that could attract disqualifica-
tion. The petitioner has sought
quashing of government notifi-
cations issued on January 26,
2024, appointing 34 MLAs as
corporation board presidents, as
well as subsequent notifications
conferring cabinet-rank status
on eight others, and has re-
quested that the appointments
be declared unconstitutional.

Stray dog adoptions rise
after Welfare drive, says GBA

BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has reported
arise in stray dog adoptions
following intensified wel-
fare and awareness initia-
tives across the city.

Under a structured adop-
tion programme implement-
ed in coordination with the
city’s municipal corpora-
tions, several street dogs
have found permanent
homes in recent weeks, offi-
cials said. In a recent in-
stance, 20 stray dogs within
the jurisdiction of the Ben-
galuru North City Municipal
Corporation were formally
adopted by a resident, Su-
jaya Jagadish.

According to officials, such
adoptions are steadily increas-
ing, reflecting growing public
awareness about responsible
pet ownership and humane
methods of population con-
trol. The drive is being carried
out strictly in accordance with
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 and the
Animal Birth Control Rules,
2023.

Before bemg handed over
to adopters, every dog un-
dergoes mandatory sterilisa-
tion under the Animal Birth
Control (ABC) programme,
anti-rabies vaccination
(ARV), administration of
combined vaccines, compre-
hensive health screening and
tagging for identification.

“This is not just an adop-
tion drive; it is part of a scien-
tific and humane urban ani-
mal management strategy,” a
senior GBA animal husband-
ry official said. “Our goal is
to ensure public safety, pre-
vent uncontrolled breeding
and promote animal welfare
in a sustainable manner.”

The official emphasised

that commumty participation

is vital for the long-term suc-
cess of the initiative. “When
citizens adopt Indian street
dogs, they directly contribute
to humane population control
and help reduce street con-
flicts. Adoption is a responsi-
ble civic action that benefits
both animals and neighbour-
hoods,” he noted.

Senior veterinary officers
and staff from the animal
husbandry department were
present during recent adop-
tion handovers. Authorities
said follow-up monitoring
mechanisms are in place to
ensure that adopted dogs re-
ceive proper food, shelter
and medical care.

Chalavadi Narayanaswamy alleges misuse of govt land

BENGALURU

Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Council Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy alleged that
government land is being ille-
gally allotted for the construc-
tion of Congress Bhavans across
Karnataka and warned of legal
action. Addressing a press con-

ference, he claimed that while
the state government has failed
to provide houses to the poor
and land to the landless, it is fa-
cilitating the allotment of public
land for party offices. He alleged
that in places such as Mudhol,
Badami, Chikkaballapur, Tu-
makuru, Chamarajanagar, Dak-
shina Kannada and Udupi, civic

amenity sites were allotted at
throwaway prices in violation of
rules. He also questioned the
lack of clarity on plot pricing in
Hubballi-Dharwad. Narayanas-
wamy released details purport-
edly shared by Urban Develop-
ment Minister Byrathi Suresh,
stating that the sites were sanc-
tioned with Cabinet approval.

Cong MLAS’ fore1gn tour amid power tussle sparks speculation

BENGALURU

Amid intense speculation
over a possible leadership
change and growing faction-
alism within the Karnataka
Congress, a group of party
MLASs has embarked on a for-
eign tour, triggering fresh polit-
ical calculations.

Around 21 Congress legisla-
tors left the city from Kempe-
gowda International Airport for
Australia and New Zealand
along with their families. While
the first batch departed on
Tuesday night, another group is
scheduled to fly out soon. The
legislators are expected to be
abroad for about 13 days and
return to Bengaluru on March
3. The timing of the trip has
drawn attention as it comes
amid heightened discussions
about internal power struggles

and possible leadership reshuf-
fles within the state unit.
Though the MLAs have de-
scribed the visit as a personal
tour, political observers are
closely watching the develop-
ment, questioning whether the
trip carries any strategic under-
tones.

For the past week, there had
been speculation that some leg-
islators were planning to travel
abroad to study animal hus-
bandry practices. The proposal
reportedly faced resistance and

objections from within the par-
ty and elsewhere. Sources indi-
cate that the party high com-
mand had also expressed res-
ervations about such an offi-
cial visit during a politically
sensitive period. Following
this, several MLAs clarified
that their travel would be
strictly personal and not linked
to any official study tour.
Among those who reportedly
left in the first group were
MLASs Puttarangashetty, H D
Thammaiah, Hampanagouda

| ENCELLENT EFFORT |

Badarli, Devendrappa, B M
Nagaraj ‘and MLC Vasanth Ku-
mar. Foreign visits by legisla-
tors are not unprecedented. In
previous governments too,
MLAs have travelled abroad as
part of legislative or depart-
mental study tours. However,
what sets this instance apart is
the backdrop of internal rum-
blings within the party, which
has amplified public and polit-
ical scrutiny.

With factional politics mak-
ing headlines in recent weeks,
the overseas trip has inevita-
bly led to varied interpreta-
tions. While supporters insist
it is a routine personal visit,
critics argue that the optics of
such travel during a sensitive
political phase could fuel fur-
ther speculation about align-
ments and loyalties within the
ruling party.

Preparations in
full swing for
GBA polls

BENGALURU

Preparations for the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
elections are gathering momen-
tum, with the Congress wit-
nessing an overwhelming re-
sponse from ticket aspirants
even as it raises concerns over
discrepancies in the voter list.
Supreme Court has directed
that the GBA elections be con-
ducted by June 30, triggering
heightened political activity
across parties. Elections are
scheduled for 369 wards, and
aspirants have begun lining up in
large numbers. Within the Con-
gress alone, nearly 1,600 indi-
viduals reportedly collected ap-
plication forms, and about 900
aspirants have formally submit-
ted applications seeking party
tickets. The high number of con-
tenders for 369 constituencies is
expected to make ticket distribu-
tion a challenging exercise for
the party leadership. Even as it
prepares for the polls, the State
Congress has approached the
Karnataka State Election Com-
mission seeking rectification of
alleged errors in the voter list.
DCM personally visited the
Commission and urged officials
to address loopholes.

ALLEN B’luru students achieves 99.99+ Percentile in JEE Main Jan 2026

BENGALURU

National Testing Agency
(NTA) has released the result
of JEE Main 2026 January
session. In the results, three
students of ALLEN Bengalu-
ru have scored 99.99+ percen-
tile in JEE Main 2026 January
Session results.

Allen Career Institute, Zon-
al Head, South Zone, Mahesh
Yadav, informed that Allen
Career Institute Bengaluru
has scripted a Landmark tri-
umph in JEE Main 2026 Jan-
uary session results. Three
students from ALLEN Benga-
luru have scored 99.99+ per-
centile in JEE Main 2026 Jan-
uary Session results. He an-
nounced that Nathan Jais,
Sidharth Ramanath and Shiv

Mehra from ALLEN Bengal-
uru have scored impressive
score of 99.9954725 percen-
tile, 99.9952667 and
99.9923275 percentile respec-
tively. Nathan has also scored
100 percentile in Physics and
Mathematics.

In a remarkable display of
academic brilliance and stra-
tegic mentoring, 37 students
from ALLEN Bengaluru cen-
tre have achieved 99.90+ per-
centile in JEE Main 2026 Jan-
uary session results. This
achievement is a testament to
the relentless pursuit of excel-
lence demonstrated by our
students, the steadfast encour-
agement of parents, and the
tireless commitment of our
faculty”, said Mahesh Yadav.

ALLEN Bengaluru cele-

. 8
'\—d
Nathan Jais

brated the achievement with
students, parents and faculty
members, marking a proud
moment for the city.

On his feat in JEE Main
2026 January Session, Nathan
Jais said that, qualifying JEE
Main 2026 with a top percen-
tile feels like a dream come
true. My journey became
structured and focused after
joining ALLEN Bengaluru.
The disciplined study plan,
regular tests, and detailed per-
formance analysis sharpened

Shiv Mehra

Sidharth Ramanath

my concepts. This success is
not just mine, it’s a reflection
of the right mentorship, strat-
egy, and support system I re-
ceived.

In National results, Nitin
Kukreja, CEO of ALLEN Ca-
reer Institute, stated that AL-
LEN has once again demon-
strated its academic excel-
lence in the results of JEE
Main 2026. A total of 12 stu-
dents across the country have
been declared overall 100
percentile scorers, out of

which 8 students are from
ALLEN’s classroom pro-
grams. ALLEN Kota class-
room student Kabeer Chhillar
secured a perfect score of 300
out of 300 along with 100
percentile.

Meanwhile, classroom
course students Arnav Gau-
tam, Shubham Kumar,
Bhavesh Patra, Anay Jain,
Nimy Purohit, and Chiranjib
Kar have also achieved 100
percentile scores. Shreyas
Mishra from Allen Online re-
corded & Test series course
also achieved 100 percentile
score. Maintaining the au-
thenticity and transparency of
its results, ALLEN has once

SSLC and Second PU
exam preparation in full
swing in schools, colleges

BENGALURU

Preparations for the SSLC
and Second Pre-University
(PU) examinations are in full
swing across Karnataka, with
around nine lakh students set
to appear for the SSLC exams
and 7.1 lakh for the Second
PU examinations this year.

The Second PU examina-
tions will begin on February
28, while the SSLC examina-
tions are scheduled from
March 18. For the first time,
the Department of School Ed-
ucation and Literacy has an-
nounced the result dates in
advance, with SSLC results
likely on April 24 and Second
PU results on April 7.

Addressing the media after
a high-level review meeting
involving officials from mul-
tiple departments, School Ed-
ucation and Literacy Minister
Madhu Bangarappa said all
arrangements were in place.
“We are fully prepared for the
examinations. Students
should attend the exams with
confidence and without
stress,” he said.

Final admit cards for the
Second PU examinations
have already been issued,
while SSLC admit cards will
be released in the first week
of March. Webcasting of ex-
aminations, introduced in
2024, will continue this year
under the supervision of dis-
trict commissioners to ensure
transparency and prevent mal-
practice.

On examination days, a
200-metre radius around ex-
amination centres will be de-
clared a restricted zone. Xe-

rox, cyber and computer cen-
tres within this area will re-
main closed. The minister
warned that strict action
would be taken against any-
one spreading rumours about
question paper leaks. “Stu-
dents are advised to stay away
from social media during the
examination period,” he said.

Exam preparation activities
are in full swing in schools,
with blueprints, model ques-
tion papers, question paper
banks, previous years’ papers
with answer keys and centum
papers being made available.
Parent-teacher meetings are
also being held to brief par-
ents about students’ academic
progress and readiness.

To facilitate smooth travel,
students appearing for the ex-
aminations will be allowed
free bus travel on production
of their admit cards. The min-
ister appealed to private bus
operators to extend support if
required, particularly in the
Karavali and Malenadu re-
gions where Karnataka
State Road Transport Corpo-
ration services are limited.
Deputy Commissioners have
been instructed to make spe-
cial travel arrangements for
students coming from remote
areas.

Addressing concerns over
unrecognised schools, the
minister said the issue would
not arise this year as the dead-
line for renewal of school rec-
ognition has been extended
till March 31. Recognition
from the previous academic
year will be considered for
permitting students to appear
for the exams.
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Chauhan Slams Cong Over

Cleanliness Drive Held
at Chalukyan-Era
Sangameshwar Temple

VIJAYAPURA
A cleanliness drive was
organised by members
of the Ganayogi Sangha
at the historic Sri
Sangameshwar Temple
located in Katnalli vil-
lage of Vijayapura dis-
trict. The temple, be-
lieved to date back to
the Chalukyan period,
holds significant histori-
cal and cultural impor-
tance. The initiative
aimed at maintaining
cleanliness in and
around the temple
premises and creating
awareness among the
public about the need
to preserve ancient her-
itage structures. For
several years, the tem-
ple had reportedly not
been maintained prop-
erly. The premises and
inner sections had ac-
cumulated mud, debris
and other waste materi-
als, diminishing the his-
toric charm of the struc-
ture. In response, mem-
bers of Ganayogi Sang-
ha undertook shram-
daan to thoroughly
clean the temple and
restore its original ap-
pearance.

Shiv Sena Criticises
Kharge Over RSS
Remark

KALABURAGI
A fresh political contro-
versy has erupted after
Priyank Kharge was crit-
icised for allegedly
comparing the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) to the devil. The
remarks have drawn
sharp reaction from
Shiv Sena leaders in
Karnataka. Shiv Sena
Karnataka State Presi-
dent Siddalinga Swamy
strongly condemned
the reported statement,
terming it irresponsible
and derogatory. In a
statement issued to the
media, he expressed
outrage over what he
described as an unwar-
ranted attack on the
RSS and said such
comments hurt the sen-
timents of its workers
and supporters across
the state. Siddalinga
Swamy further ques-
tioned Kharge’s remarks
in the context of his
own constituency and
responsibilities.

Revanna to
Review Guarantee
Schemes

VIJAYAPURA
Chairman of the Karna-
taka State Guarantee
Schemes Implementa-
tion Authority H.M. Re-
vanna will undertake an
official visit to Vijayapu-
ra district on February
20 and 21 to review the
progress of various state
guarantee schemes. Ac-
cording to a press re-
lease, Revanna will de-
part from Bagalkote at 7
pm on February 20 and
arrive in Vijayapura later
the same evening. He is
scheduled for an over-
night stay in the city
ahead of official en-
gagements the follow-
ing day. On February 21
at 11am, Revanna will
participate in the Vi-
jayapura District Guar-
antee Schemes work-
shop and progress re-
view meeting at Kanda-
gal Sri Hanumantharaya
Rangamandir. The
meeting is expected to
focus on the implemen-
tation status.

Development, Guarantees

Aurad MLA accuses state govt of failing on development and welfare promises

BIDAR

Former minister and Aurad
MLA Prabhu Chauhan
launched a sharp attack on the
Congress-led state govern-
ment, alleging that it has
failed to deliver on develop-
ment initiatives and guarantee
schemes as it approaches
three years in office. Address-
ing media persons in Bidar,
Chauhan claimed that since
assuming power in 2023, the
government has not undertak-
en any significant develop-
ment work in any Assembly
constituency.

The Congress came to pow-
er by repeatedly promising
guarantees to the people. Now
even those guarantee funds
are not being properly dis-
bursed, he alleged, asserting
that beneficiaries across the

state are facing delays and un-
certainty.

Chauhan also pointed to
what he described as serious
internal conflicts within the
ruling party. Referring to re-
ported differences between
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister D.
K. Shivakumar, he claimed
that growing tensions
have created instability
within the govern-
ment.

Half the MLAs
say ‘I was bought,’ ‘
and the other half say %4
‘I purchased,” which ~
clearly shows the
level of internal

factionalism has weakened
governance.
Raising concerns about the
state’s financial health, the
Aurad legislator alleged that
the treasury has been emptied
and that there are no substan-
tial schemes currently bene-
fiting farmers or economical-
ly weaker sections. There is
not even a single new
rupee allocated for de-
velopment. Growth is
zero, he claimed.

Drawing on nearly
“ v two decades of expe-

rience as an MLA,

“ Chauhan said previ-
ous governments,
regardless of par-

disturbance, / ty, had en-
Chauhan re- - }. sured allo-
marked. ¥ cation of
suggest- il kgt funds for
ing that 4’% i‘ & 3 constit-

uency development. Now,
nothing new is being sanc-
tioned, he added.

With the Assembly session
scheduled from the 6th to the
27th, Chauhan accused the
government of attempting to
divert public attention from
pressing issues such as devel-
opment delays and unfulfilled
guarantees.

They are trying to shift fo-
cus to matters like Australia
trips using government funds.
Whether it is Australia or
America, we will question
that too. But we will also
raise issues of corruption and
administrative failure, he as-
serted. He said the opposition
would systematically raise
these matters during the ses-
sion, similar to the protest
staged during the Governor’s
address earlier.

33rd annual foot pilgrimage to Srisailam to begin March 3 from Vijayapura

Jorapur Peth Committee
Announces Srisail Padayatra

VIJAYAPURA

The Sri Mallikarjun Padayatra
Committee of Jorapur Peth
Mallayya Street in Vijayapura
has announced the 33rd annu-
al foot pilgrimage to the re-
vered Srisailam Temple, be-
ginning on March 3. The 15-
day spiritual journey will
conclude on March 17, draw-
ing hundreds of devotees
from across the district.

The committee holds the
distinction of initiating a Sri-
sail pilgrimage on foot for the
first time in the state. What
began years ago with just 25
devotees has now grown into
a major religious event. This
year, more than 500 devotees
are expected to participate in
the padayatra.

According to a media re-
lease issued by committee
leader Ravindra Siddayya
Karpoormath, the pilgrimage
will commence at 10 pm,
March 3, 2026, from the Sri
Mallikarjun Temple in Jora-
pur Peth. The first halt of the
yatra will be at Hitnalli.

As per the detailed sched-
ule, pilgrims will halt at Basa-
van Bagewadi on March 4,

Konnur Cross on March 5,
Hunasagi on March 6, Devap-
ur Cross (Sugur) on March 7,
and Masarakal in Devadurga
taluk on March 8. The yatra
will proceed to Kalamala on
March 9, Bhavidoddi on
March 10, Aij on March 11,
Alampur Cross on March 12,
Nandikotkur on March 13,
Palampal on March 14, and
Atmakur on March 15.
Devotees will reach Srisail-
am on March 16 and remain
there until March 17 to offer
darshan and perform religious
rituals at the temple dedicated
to Lord Mallikarjuna. The pa-
dayatra traditionally begins
on Holi Purnima and con-
cludes around Ugadi, symbol-

ising spiritual renewal and
devotion.

Over the years, the pilgrim-
age has witnessed steady
growth, attracting participants
from various parts of Vijay-
apura district. The organisers
have invited interested devo-
tees to register in advance by
contacting members of the
committee, including Ravin-
dra Siddayya Karpoormath,
Sharanabasappa C. Chan-
nigavishetru, Sharanya
Mathapati and Dhareppa Shy-
apeti.

The committee has ap-
pealed to devotees to partici-
pate in large numbers and
uphold the long-standing spir-
itual tradition.

Draft GIS-based development blueprint
opened for public feedback and objections

VIJAYAPURA

The GIS-based Master Plan—
2041 (Part-3) prepared for the
local planning area of Vijay-
apura under the AMRUT
scheme has received provi-
sional approval as per govern-
ment orders, paving the way
for structured urban expansion
over the next two decades.

As mandated under Section
13(1) of the Karnataka Town
and Country Planning Act,
1961, a public notification was
issued on January 16, 2026,
inviting suggestions, objec-
tions and feedback from citi-
zens. The notification was
displayed at the authority’s
office and published in news-
papers as well as in the Karna-

taka State Gazette to ensure
wider public awareness.

A preliminary stakeholders’
meeting was convened on Feb-
ruary 16 at the Urban Devel-
opment Authority office under
the chairmanship of Authority
President Gangadhar S. Sam-
banni. The meeting witnessed
participation from professional
engineers, architects, represen-
tatives of CREDAI and vari-
ous organisations associated
with urban development.

Addressing the gathering,
the Authority President urged
stakeholders to provide con-
structive inputs regarding zon-
ing regulations outlined in the
provisional master plan. De-
tailed discussions were held on
permissible developments

across different zones, special
provisions, marginal open
spaces, building coverage
norms, height restrictions
linked to road widths, identifi-
cation of major roads, building
lines, parking requirements
and other development control
regulations.

Authority Commissioner
Rajashekhar Dambal ex-
plained the core objectives and
long-term vision of Master
Plan—2041, highlighting its fo-
cus on sustainable growth and
infrastructure planning. City
Planning Officer Sh. Subra-
manya Vaddar presented tech-
nical details concerning zoning
classifications and regulatory
frameworks designed to guide
future development.

KRISHNA BELT CRISIS
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Khuba-Khandre
Rivalry Escalates
After Fresh FIR

BIDAR

The political rivalry between
former Union Minister Bhag-
wanth Khuba and Karnataka
Forest Minister Eshwar Khan-
dre has taken a sharper turn
following the registration of a
First Information Report
(FIR) against Khuba. The
case was registered at the
Bhalki Town Police Station
after allegations surfaced that
Khuba used abusive and ob-
jectionable language against
Khandre during a Facebook
Live session on February 7.

According to the complaint,
the alleged remarks were
made in the context of a pro-
test concerning development
works at the Papanash Tem-
ple. Congress workers report-
edly lodged complaints fol-
lowing which a court directed
the police to register a case.
Authorities have since initiat-
ed an investigation to exam-
ine the statements and cir-
cumstances surrounding the
incident.

This latest development
adds to a growing list of con-
frontations between the two
senior leaders. In July 2025,
Khuba had publicly accused
Khandre of engaging in what
he described as politics of ha-
tred, alleging that an atmo-
sphere of fear prevailed in
Bidar district. He further
claimed that false cases were
being filed against political
opponents and pointed to al-
leged incidents of extortion
and illegal activities as signs
of deteriorating law and order.

Khuba had also criticized
Khandre’s handling of devel-
opment initiatives at Pap-
anash Temple, alleging that a
local religious leader had
been misled about the prog-
ress of works. He described
the alleged act as indicative of
intellectual bankruptcy, inten-
sifying the verbal duel be-
tween the camps.

Two Die in

Babaleshwar Road
Crash

Head-on collision
between lorry and
motorcycles leaves two
dead, two injured.

VIJAYAPURA

Two persons were killed on
the spot and two others sus-
tained serious injuries in a
tragic road accident on the
Vijayapura—Jamakhandi road
outside Babaleshwar. The
mishap occurred when a ce-
ment-laden lorry collided
head-on with two motorcy-
cles, causing devastating im-
pact at the scene.

According to police sourc-
es, the victims who lost their
lives were travelling on a mo-
torcycle bearing registration
number KA 28 HQ 1947. The
force of the collision was so
intense that both riders died
instantly.

The deceased have been
identified as Kashinath Bidari
(43) and Satish Shinde (38),
residents of Vijayapura.

Two other individuals trav-
elling on another motorcycle
(KA 32 HN 0787) suffered
serious injuries in the acci-
dent. Passersby and local res-
idents immediately alerted
authorities, and the injured
were rushed to the District
Hospital in Vijayapura for
treatment. Their condition is
reported to be critical.

Following the crash, the ce-
ment lorry bearing registra-
tion number KA 28 D 0871
overturned on the road, fur-
ther obstructing traffic move-

ment along the busy stretch.
The overturned vehicle
caused temporary disruption
as commuters were stranded
for some time before police
cleared the roadway.

Officials from the
Babaleshwar Police Station
promptly reached the spot,
conducted an inspection, and
initiated preliminary inquiry
into the circumstances leading
to the accident. Traffic per-
sonnel worked to regulate ve-
hicular movement while
clearing the damaged vehicles
from the road.

Police sources stated that
the exact cause of the acci-
dent is yet to be ascertained.
Investigators are examining
whether overspeeding, negli-
gence, or other factors con-
tributed to the fatal collision.
A case has been registered at
Babaleshwar Police Station,
and further investigation is
underway to determine ac-
countability.

The incident has cast a pall
of gloom over the families of
the deceased and raised fresh
concerns about road safety on
the Vijayapura—Jamakhandi
highway stretch.

No God Greater Than Parents: Swamiji

VIJAYAPURA

There is no God greater than
one’s parents on this earth.
Parents themselves are the
true God, said Shivabasava
Shivacharya Swamiji while
addressing a gathering at a
special programme held at
the Government Higher Pri-
mary School in Ghonasagi
village of Tikota taluk.

The Swamiji was speak-
ing during the Parents’ Pada
Pooja programme, along
with a science exhibition
and Guruvandana (teachers’
felicitation) ceremony or-
ganised by the school.

Addressing students and
parents, he stressed that
children must repay the debt
owed to their parents, who
endure hardships and make
immense sacrifices to raise
them with love and care.

He also urged students to
shape meaningful lives un-
der the guidance of teachers
who impart both knowledge
and values.

Yakub Jatti, Secretary of
the M.B. Patil Foundation,
said that at a time when re-
spect for parents and the
spirit of brotherhood are

gradually diminishing, or-
ganising a Pada Pooja pro-
gramme to instil cultural
values in children is highly
commendable.

Former Gram Panchayat
President Ramesh Bhajantri
observed that in an era
marked by declining human
values, programmes like
Pada Pooja and Guruvan-
dana play a crucial role in
nurturing love and respect
for parents and teachers.

He also noted that the sci-
ence exhibition offered stu-
dents an opportunity to
showcase their hidden tal-
ents and encouraged experi-
ential learning.

Retired teacher O.B. Gad-
digimath remarked that
mathematics and science are
like two eyes mathematics
teaches calculation, while
science fosters research and
critical thinking.

He said the models pre-
pared by students reflected
their creativity and inner
talent. Another retired
teacher, H.M. Sankh, shared
his memories of service at
the school and expressed
joy at meeting his former
students.

DRINKING WATER CRISIS GRIPS KRISHNA BELT VILLAGES

VIJAYAPURA

In a striking irony, several vil-
lages situated along major
rivers in Vijayapura district
are grappling with an acute
shortage of safe drinking wa-
ter. Despite being nourished
by the Krishna River, Bhima
River, and Doni River, many
rural habitations, particularly
along the Krishna river belt,
are struggling to secure pota-
ble water for daily use.

Over the years, irrigation
initiatives including lift irriga-
tion projects under the Krish-
na Upper Bank scheme have

ensured water supply to hun-
dreds of lakes across the dis-
trict. However, this irrigation
success has not translated into
reliable access to safe drink-
ing water for villagers.

In Muddebihal taluk, river-
bank villages such as Amara-
gol, Tangadagi, Kunchaganur,
Kammaladinni and Gangur
are among the worst affected.
Despite their proximity to the
Krishna River, residents are
compelled to depend directly
on untreated river water for
drinking and household con-
sumption. Many villagers
travel several kilometres us-

ing bullock carts and motor-
cycles to fetch water. The
journey is not only physically
exhausting but also risky, as

certain stretches of the river
are known to have crocodile
presence.

The core reason behind the

crisis is the alarming number
of non-functional drinking
water purification units in-
stalled across the district. Of-
ficial data indicates that Vi-
jayapura has 846 purified
drinking water units in total.
Of these, 220 have been hand-
ed over to gram panchayats,
596 are partially functional,
and 250 are completely de-
funct. These 250 units require
urgent repairs before they can
resume operations.

Officials from the Rural
Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Department estimate that
approximately 226 crore is

needed to restore the
non-functional units. A pro-
posal seeking funds was re-
portedly submitted to higher
authorities in December 2025,
but financial approval is still
pending.

Meanwhile, gram pancha-
yats are attempting to supply
water through pipelines and
borewells, though villagers
report that the supply is irreg-
ular and insufficient. With
summer approaching and
temperatures expected to soar
in Vijayapura district, fears of
a worsening water crisis are
mounting.
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Karnataka-1centers
inviteonline
applications soon

Koppal
The government has an-
nounced the establish-
ment of Karnataka-1
centers in four urban local
bodies of Koppal district
to strengthen service de-
livery. One center will be
set up each in Bhagyana-
gar Town Panchayat, Kop-
pal Municipal Corporation,
Kuknoor Town Panchayat,
and Tavaragera Town
Panchayat. Interested
candidates or organiza-
tions in these areas are in-
vited to apply online at
https:.//www.karnataka-
one.gov.in/public/Fran-
chiseeTerms. Applications
must be submitted by
March 2. Officials said the
initiative aims to improve
access to government ser-
vices for citizens and en-
sure efficient implementa-
tion of the Karnataka-1
project across the district.

Ronainvites objections
for Anganwadi land
transfer

Gadag
The Rona Municipality Of-
fice has approved the
transfer of several proper-
ties to the Women and
Child Development De-
partment for building new
Anganwadi centres across
Rona. The lands, located in
Wards 6,11,14,15,16 and 17,
will be handed over to the
Rona CDPO to improve fa-
cilities for children and
mothers. Officials said the
move aims to strengthen
early childhood care ser-
vices in the town. Citizens
who have objections to the
transfers can submit them
in writing to the municipal
office within 15 days. Au-
thorities assured that any
valid concerns raised will
be reviewed and ad-
dressed properly.

PANCHA GUARANTEE SCHEME
UPLIFTS POOR FAMILIES

The scheme gives 35,000 monthly; 2.28 lakh Gadag families benefited,
distributing 1.10 crore transparently, promoting a basic human right

GADAG

State Minister H.K. Patil said
the Pancha Guarantee
Scheme has brought revolu-
tionary changes to the lives
of poor families in Karnata-
ka, lifting many out of pover-
ty since independence. He
spoke after inaugurating the
Guarantee Workshop and
Festival at Swami
Vivekananda Sabha Bhavan
in Gadag on Wednesday.
The ambitious scheme pro-
vides Rs 5,000 per month to
eligible families. In Gadag
district alone, 2.28 lakh fami-
lies have benefited, with over
%1.10 crore distributed direct-
ly. Patil highlighted that the
government has ensured de-
livery without corruption and
aims to make these guarantees
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a fundamental human right.

Survey data shows strong
satisfaction among beneficia-
ries: 93% under Annabhagya
Yojana, 86% under Grihajyo-
ti Yojana, 95.4% under Griha-
lakshmi Yojana, and 86% un-
der Shakti Yojana report im-
proved self-sufficiency. He
urged officials to identify any
excluded beneficiaries and
ensure they also receive ben-
efits.
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Officials including H.M.
Revanna, Chairman of the
State Guarantee Schemes Im-
plementation Authority, and
S.R. Patil, Vice Chairman,
emphasized that the schemes
strengthen the social and eco-
nomic status of women and
families. Programs like Shak-
ti Yojana have enabled over
six hundred crore free travels
for women, and Grihalakshmi
Yojana has made 1.28 crore

women financially indepen-
dent.

The Minister stressed that
Pancha Guarantee has in-
creased per capita income,
generated savings of 34,000—
5,000 per family per month,
and created more employment
opportunities.

Experts have praised the
scheme, and district authori-
ties are holding regular com-
mittee meetings to monitor
implementation.

The event included cultural
programs, release of a study
report on the scheme in
Gadag district, and participa-
tion of dignitaries, leaders,
and beneficiaries. Folk songs
celebrating the Pancha Guar-
antee were performed, high-
lighting its impact on the
community.

Information
Commissioner to
visit Koppal
district

KOPPAL

B. Venkat Singh, State Infor-
mation Commissioner of the
Kalaburagi Bench under the
Karnataka Information Com-
mission, will visit Koppal dis-
trict on February 20 and 21.
He is scheduled to arrive at 7
pm on February 20 and stay
overnight in the city. On Feb-
ruary 21 at 10 am, he will at-
tend a workshop on the Right
to Information Act organized
by the district administration
at the District Administration
Auditorium Hall. He will in-
teract with officers and staff
during the session. A press
conference is planned at 1.30
pm. He will leave for Kalabu-
ragi at 4 pm.

Handloom Institute
launches exciting student
jatha program

The Karnataka Handloom
Technology Institute,
Narasapur, Gadag-Betageri,
organized a vibrant jatha pro-
gram on 18 February 2026 to
promote its Three-Year Hand-
loom and Textile Technology
course. The procession started
from the institute and moved
through Narasapur Nekara
Colony, where people were
given details about the course.

Students who have passed
SSLC or vocational courses in
the Second PUC Science, ITI,
or Textile departments can
now gain admission to the

second year of this program.
Admitted students will re-
ceive a monthly scholarship
of Rs. 2,500. SSLC students
were also informed about ex-
cellent job opportunities in
government departments and
reputed private industries af-
ter completing the course.

The college principal, Smt.
Sumalatha D., led the proces-
sion and personally addressed
students, explaining course
benefits. The event saw the
enthusiastic participation of
teaching and non-teaching
staff and the students, mark-
ing a successful outreach ini-
tiative by the institute.

Budanur Utsav rangoli
prizes delight villagers

MANDYA

The Budanur Utsav 2026 saw
a colorful Rangoli competi-
tion organized across 30 vil-
lages, with consolation prizes
distributed to all participants,
said District MLA P. Raviku-
mar. Winners from each vil-
lage received first, second,
and third prizes, celebrating
their artistic efforts.

Mr. Ravikumar personally
observed the Rangoli designs
in Budanur village, appreciat-
ing creative patterns inspired
by themes like Kantara, third
Rangoli, and Grihalakshmi
Yojana. The event highlighted
local talent and encouraged

villagers to showcase their
skills in traditional art forms.

The celebrations were at-
tended by District Collector
Dr. Kumar, District Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer K.R. Nandini,
Sub Divisional Officer Shi-
vamurthy, Mandya Tehsildar
Vishwanath, and other offi-
cials. Their presence added
importance to the festival,
which aims to preserve cul-
ture and strengthen communi-
ty bonds.

The Rangoli competition
brought vibrant energy to the
village streets, leaving partic-
ipants proud and locals de-
lighted by the display of cre-
ativity and teamwork.

The judge warned that droughts, floods, and debt increase bonded
labour, urging strict legal action to deter offenders

Education reducing bonded
labour cases: Judge

MANDYA

District and Sessions Judge
J.N. Subrahmanya said that
increasing education in villag-
es is helping reduce the prac-
tice of bonded labour, but
warned that the problem still
exists in some areas.

He was speaking at a pro-
gram on the Bonded Labour
System (Abolition) Act, 1976,
held at the Zilla Panchayat
Cauvery Hall. The event was
organized to spread awareness
about ending bonded labour
completely.

The judge said bonded la-
bour often increases during
droughts, floods and food
shortages. In places where
private moneylenders are ac-
tive, poor families are pushed
into debt and forced labour.
He stressed that strict criminal
cases must be filed against
those who practice or encour-

age bonded labour, directly or
indirectly. Strong legal action,
he said, will serve as a warn-
ing to others.

District Collector Dr. Ku-
mar, who presided over the
event, called bonded labour
an illegal and inhuman sys-
tem. He said social and eco-
nomic inequality is the main
reason behind its existence.
Despite higher literacy rates
after independence, bonded
labour has not been fully re-
moved, which is a matter of

concern.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer K.R. Nandini
said awareness is the first step
in helping victims return to
normal life. Under the “Nan-
na Gurunga” project, 84
bonded labourers in the dis-
trict were identified and pro-
vided government support.

Officials said efforts will
continue to identify victims,
issue identity cards and en-
sure rehabilitation with digni-
ty and self-reliance.

Me' j fair pen
doors for youth

DAVANAGERE

A major job fair will be held
in the city on February 23 at
11 am at the Government
First Grade College located
on Dental College Road. The
event aims to provide em-
ployment opportunities for
young job seekers across the
district.

The poster for the job fair
was officially released by
Member of Parliament Dr.
Prabha Mallikarjun. Speaking
on the occasion, she said the
fair is being organized with the
joint support of the District
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, National Rural Livelihood
Mission, District Skill Mis-
sion, District Employment Ex-
change Center, Mahanagara
Palike and the Government
First Grade College.

She explained that several
companies from different sec-
tors will take part in the
event. Job openings will be

She said multiple
companies across
sectors will join,
offering job openings
in IT, finance, banking,
marketing, BPO, voice
process, retail, and
data entry roles

available in fields such as In-
formation Technology, fi-
nance, banking, marketing
management, BPO, voice pro-
cess, retail and data entry op-
erations.

Dr. Mallikarjun encouraged
eligible and interested candi-
dates to attend the fair and
make full use of the opportu-
nity. She said the initiative is
aimed at helping unemployed
youth find suitable jobs and
build a better future.

Officials expect a large
number of job seekers to par-
ticipate and benefit from this
employment drive.

Karnataka prepares
major road traffic census

KOPPAL

The Karnataka Public Works
Department will conduct the
Road Traffic Census 2026 on
February 26 and 27 from 6 am
to assess vehicle movement on
state highways and major dis-
trict roads and strengthen road
planning and safety. A total of
1,062 census stations have been
set up, including 370 on state
highways under the Kalaburagi
North-Eastern Zone and 692 on
district main roads. Officials
said the data will help track
traffic growth, identify stretches
that require repair, widening or
upgrades, and support future
infrastructure projects.

Chief Engineer Sharanappa
Sulagante said the survey
would guide development and
maintenance programmes and
improve accident prevention
measures. He urged motorists
to slow down and cooperate
near counting points to ensure
smooth operations and accurate
data collection.

Authorities believe the cen-
sus will play a key role in plan-
ning safer, wider and bet-
ter-maintained roads across the
state, benefiting commuters,
transport operators and local
communities while enhancing
overall mobility and connectiv-
ity for sustainable regional eco-
nomic growth.

Man sentenced to 12 year prison
term in violent assault case

MANDYA

In a serious criminal case, the
Principal District and Ses-
sions Court of Mandya has
sentenced Ganesh to a total
of over 12 years in prison
and fines for violently as-
saulting two victims in Pan-
davapura taluk. The verdict
was delivered by Honorable
Judge Shri Subramanya J.N.

The incident occurred on
March 22, 2021, when Ga-
nesh took two victims, re-
ferred to as Sakshi-1 and
Sakshi-2, from Hulkare vil-
lage to Haganahalli village in
a Bata jeep with registration
KA-45-6849.

Along the way, he stopped
on a dirt road near Giri
Crusher in Kanniri village
under KRS police station
limits. Ganesh verbally
abused Sakshi-1 and alleged-
ly tried to strangle her using
a blue veil, tying it around
her neck several times.

He also hit her head
against the door. The minor

witness with her was also as-
saulted. Both victims sus-
tained injuries, though
Sakshi-1’s injuries were
more serious.

After a detailed investiga-
tion, the court convicted Ga-
nesh under Sections 307 (at-
tempt to murder), 323 (vol-
untarily causing hurt), 504
(intentional insult with intent
to provoke), and Section 75
of the Juvenile Justice Act,
2015. The sentences include
10 years rigorous imprison-
ment with Rs. 10,000 fine for
attempt to murder, 1 year rig-
orous imprisonment with Rs.
500 fine for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt, 1 month simple im-
prisonment with Rs. 500 fine
for intentional insult, and 1
year rigorous imprisonment
with Rs. 5,000 fine under the
Juvenile Justice Act.

Government prosecutor
Venkatalakshmamma G. pre-
sented the witnesses and ar-
guments that led to the con-
viction, ensuring justice for
the victims.

Vande Mataram Cyclothon raises
maritime securlty awareness

UDUPI

The CISF-Vande Mataram
Coastal Cyclothon 2026, or-
ganized by the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF), is
spreading awareness about
maritime security and nation-
al pride along India’s coast-
line. The campaign, themed
“Surakshit That, Samriddhi
Bharat” (Safe Coast, Prosper-
ous India), began on January
28 and will conclude on Feb-
ruary 22.

The cyclothon spans over
6,553 km, starting from Lakh-
pat in Gujarat and ending at
Bakkhali in West Bengal,
highlighting coastal security,
patriotism, and the 150th an-
niversary of the song “Vande
Mataram,” said CISF Deputy
Commandant Sandeep

Chakraborty. He spoke during
an interaction program at
Assara Hotel auditorium in
Brahmavar, held in collabora-
tion with the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, and
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Youth Empowerment and
Sports Department.

A total of 130 cyclists, in-
cluding 65 women, are partic-
ipating in the 25-day journey.
The women riders also pro-
mote women empowerment
alongside the campaign’s
main message of protecting
coastal areas. The event en-
courages interaction with
coastal communities to share
information about maritime
security, local customs, and
public awareness.

The cyclothon has received
an enthusiastic response from
the people in Karnataka. To-

VANDE MATARAM
COASTAL

CYCLOT

HON

day, the rally entered Trasi,
where it was welcomed with
local traditions before reach-
ing Brahmavar via Kundapur.
It later visited the Govern-
ment College in Kaup and
Mangaluru via Hejamady.

CISF Assistant Comman-
dant Durgesh Kalal, CMO
Bhuvanesh Jadhav, Roshan
Shetty from the Youth Em-
powerment Department, and
other local leaders attended
the program. Avinash Kamath
compered the event, which
continues to inspire coastal
residents about safety and na-
tional pride.

Bank ordered to pay cheque error compensation

SHIVAMOGGA

The District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission
in Shivamogga has directed
Karnataka Bank to compen-
sate a customer after a major
error in cheque deposit.

The complaint was filed by
Nagaraj B.M. from Kachi-
nakatte village. In July 2024,
he deposited a cheque of Rs
5.50 lakh issued by Karnataka
Bank into his account at Ca-
nara Bank. However, only Rs
55,000 was credited to his ac-

count. Despite repeated fol-
low-ups, the issue was not
resolved, forcing him to ap-

proach the consumer court.
Notices were issued to the
concerned bank branches.

During the hearing, bank rep-
resentatives argued that Ca-
nara Bank had forwarded the
cheque to Karnataka Bank,
and only Rs 55,000 was trans-
ferred from there. They
claimed they had written to
recover the remaining amount
and denied fault.

After reviewing documents
and hearing arguments, the
Commission ruled that there
was clear service deficiency
as the full cheque amount was
not credited. The bench or-
dered Karnataka Bank to pay

the remaining Rs 4,95,000
with 6 percent annual interest
from February 21, 2025. The
payment must be completed
within 45 days.

If the bank fails to comply,
interest will increase to 9 per-
cent per year until full pay-
ment. The Commission also
directed the bank to pay Rs
25,000 as compensation for
mental stress and legal ex-
penses. The order was passed
by Commission Chairman T.
Shivanna and member B.D.
Yogananda Bhandya.
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Child Welfare
Committee meets
twice a week

Chikkaballapur
The Child Welfare Com-
mittee is actively support-
ing children facing chal-
lenges such as child mar-
riage, child labour, beg-
ging, abuse under POC-
SO, and nutrition needs.
The committee provides
rehabilitation and guid-
ance to affected children
to ensure their safety and
well-being. Meetings are
held every Friday and Sat-
urday at the Government
Girls’ Home, Dream City
Layout, B. Biraste, Chikka-
ballapur, under the super-
vision of the District Child
Protection Unit. Officials
said the initiative aims to
protect vulnerable chil-
dren and promote proper
upbringing, education, and
nourishment, while coordi-
nating with authorities for
timely interventions and
support services.

Life sentence
in Geeta Hundekar
murder case

Siddapur
The First Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Court in
Siddapur has sentenced
Abhijit Ganapathy Madi-
wala Kondli to life impris-
onment for the murder of
Geeta Hundekar. The
crime occurred on De-
cember 23, 2024, at Ba-
savanagali on Soraba
Road. Geeta, a pygmy
collector at a private
bank, was found dead af-
ter the accused allegedly
broke into her house and
hid inside. Following a
complaint, Siddapur po-
lice arrested him and filed
charges. The court also
ordered the convict to pay
382,000 as compensa-
tion to her family, bringing
partial relief to the griev-
ing dependents.
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Request forz 5 000 cr
Bhadra Prolect

The project will irrigate 2,25,515 hectares, fill 367 tanks, release 2
TMC water, boosting groundwater and aiding drought-prone farmers

CHITRADURGA

Planning and Statistics Minis-
ter D. Sudhakar, along with
MLAs T. Raghumurthy and
B.G. Govindappa, met Depu-
ty Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar in Bengaluru to request
allocation of 35,000 crore in
the 202627 budget for the
Bhadra Upper River Project.
They also urged the urgent
release of 3300 crore for
pending works to divert water
to Gonur Aqueduct.

The project aims to provide
micro-irrigation to 2,25,515
hectares in Chitradurga, Chik-
kamagaluru, Tumkur, and Da-
vangere districts. It will fill

50% of the capacity of 367
small irrigation tanks and re-
lease 2.00 TMC of water to
Vani Vilas Sagar, improving
groundwater levels and sup-
porting farmers in drought-
prone areas.

So far, %11,409.55 crore has
been spent out of a revised
estimate 0f 321,167.93 crore,
leaving a funding gap of
around 210,000 crore. Farm-
ers have protested repeatedly
for the project’s early comple-
tion, highlighting the urgent
need for irrigation after de-
cades of struggle.

The Chitradurga branch ca-
nal alone will fill 152 lakes,
providing water to 3 lakh

acres under micro-irrigation.
Compensation for land in Ab-
binahole village has been re-
solved, and canal construction
has started. Experimental wa-
ter supply up to Gonur Aque-
duct is expected by February
2026 to benefit 90 lakes
across five taluks.

Minister Sudhakar and dis-
trict MLAs stressed that de-
lays in fund release are slow-
ing progress. They requested
the Deputy Chief Minister to
release 3300 crore immediate-
ly so the pending work can be
completed on schedule, ensur-
ing timely water supply and
support for farmers in central
Karnataka.

AIR Bengaluru invites part-time reporter applications

CHITRADURGA

All India Radio’s Bengaluru
Centre Regional News De-
partment has announced
openings for part-time report-
ers in Raichur and Chitradur-
ga districts. Interested candi-
dates can apply until 28 Feb-
ruary 2026.

Applicants should hold a
Postgraduate Diploma or De-
gree in Journalism, Mass Me-

dia, or any degree with at
least two years of media ex-
perience. The age limit is 24
to 50 years as of the last date
of submission.

Candidates must reside in
the district headquarters
where they are applying or
within 10 km of the center.
Proficiency in computers,
word processing, and access
to necessary equipment for
news collection are required.

Experience in electronic me-
dia is mandatory.

Applications, along with
supporting documents, should
be sent to The Deputy Direc-
tor General (E), Regional
News Unit, Akashvani, Raj
Bhavan Road, Bengaluru
560001, either by registered
post or in person before the
deadline. For details, candi-
dates can call 080 —
22356344,

MLA Sends Back
Excess Garbage Trucks

DODDABALLAPURA

Tension rose in Dodda-
ballapura taluk after local
MLA Dheeraj Muniraju
stopped several garbage
trucks near Doddamankanal
village on Wednesday. The
action came after reports that
more waste than permitted
was being dumped at the
MSGP garbage disposal unit.
For the past 13 years, gar-
bage from Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike has been
brought to the MSGP unit. The
project had promised scientific
waste processing, but villagers
say it has turned into a large
dumping ground. Over time,
heaps of waste have grown
like small hills. Residents
claim that air, water, and soil
in nearby villages have been
badly affected. Many locals
have been protesting and de-
manding the unit’s closure.
As per rules, only 75 lorries

are allowed to dump waste
daily. However, the MLA said
he received information that
extra trucks were being sent
to the site. He stopped the ve-
hicles midway and ordered
them to return.

Speaking to the media, Mu-
niraju said a road blockade
protest was taking place in
Mahadevapura, and some
trucks were reportedly divert-
ed to Doddaballapura. He said
officials are already strug-
gling to manage around 70
lorries a day and cannot allow
more. He also pointed out that
some vehicles lacked proper
documents and had not paid
taxes. The matter has been re-
ported to the Transport De-
partment, and such vehicles
are being seized.

The MLA said the fight
against the MSGP unit has
continued for three years and
will go on until a permanent
solution is found.

Fire erupts at Belagavi
transformer manufacturing plant

BELAGAVI

A fire broke out on Wednesday at the transformer unit of the
Hukkeri Power Co-operative Society in Hukkeri town, Belagavi
district, causing significant damage. Several transformers inside
the plant were completely destroyed, resulting in losses worth
lakhs of rupees. Locals quickly alerted the fire brigade, whose
prompt response brought the fire under control and prevented
damage to nearby buildings. Hukkeri police officials visited the
site to inspect the damage and collect details about the incident.

Authorities suspect that a short circuit or a technical malfunc-
tion may have caused the blaze, though the exact cause is yet
to be confirmed. A formal case has been registered at the local
police station, and investigations are ongoing.

The swift action of the fire brigade and local residents is be-
ing appreciated, as their efforts prevented the fire from spread-
ing and causing further destruction.

Vokkaliga community invited
to apply for subsidy

CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka Vokkaliga
Communities Development
Corporation has announced
that online applications are
open for subsidy support un-
der the Aahar Vahini (Food
Kiosk) Scheme for the year
2025-26. Interested candi-
dates must submit their ap-
plications by March 6.

The scheme is designed to
help renovate mobile food
stalls and four-wheeled elec-
tric goods vehicles. Benefi-
ciaries will receive a subsidy
of Rs. 3 lakh from the corpo-
ration, with the remaining
amount available as a loan
from banks or financial in-
stitutions. This initiative
aims to support entrepre-
neurship and livelihood op-
portunities among Vokkaliga
community members.

Eligible applicants include
people from the Vokkaliga,
Vakkaliga, Sarpa Vokkaliga,
Hallikar Vokkaliga, Nam-
dhari Vokkaliga, Gangadkar
Vokkaliga, Das Vokkaliga,
Reddy Vokkaliga, Marasu
Vokkaliga, Gowda, Hallikar,
Kunchitiga, Kapu, Heggade,

Kamma, Reddy Gounder,
Namdhari Gowda, and Uppi-
ni Kulaga/Uttama Kulaga
communities listed under
backward class category 3A.
Applicants must reside in
the Chitradurga urban as-
sembly constituency, have
an annual family income of
up to Rs. 3 lakh, and be aged
between 21 and 45 years.

Applicants should have a
bank account linked to Aad-
haar, and the name on the
Aadhaar card should match
other official documents, in-
cluding caste and income
certificates.

Applications can be sub-
mitted online through the
Seva Sindhu portal, Grama
One, Bangalore One, or Kar-
nataka One centers.

For more information, ap-
plicants can visit the Kar-
nataka Vokkaliga Commu-
nity Development Corpora-
tion website at https://kvc-
dc.karnataka.gov.in/kn/ or
contact the office of the
District Manager, D. Deva-
raja Urs Backward Classes
Development Corporation,
as stated by District Manag-
er Rajagopal.

O ibcworldnews.com

Ensure Anganwadis work
fully for children

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu directed officials to iden-
tify and allocate permanent
sites for 320 Anganwadis cur-
rently running in rented build-
ings in the district within one
month. He presided over the
Unified District Level Com-
mittee Meeting at the District
Collector’s Office Hall on
Wednesday and reviewed the
progress of Anganwadi oper-
ations.

He stressed that all 2,014
Anganwadis must function
fully to support the develop-
ment of children and women.
Tehsildars, Taluk Panchayat
Executive Officers, and Ur-
ban Local Body Chiefs were
instructed to provide accurate
information on rented Angan-
wadis and complete site allo-
cations promptly. Attendance,
discipline, and punctuality are
mandatory, along with proper
daily distribution of nutritious
food. The “Poshan Track”
software should be managed
efficiently to monitor food
and health programs.

Currently, 20 Anganwadi
worker and 129 assistant
posts are vacant. These posi-
tions must be filled within
three months to ensure

Prabhu directed all
2,014 Anganwadis to
function fully, ensure

discipline, accurate

data on rented centers,
timely site allocation,
nutritious meals, and
efficient Poshan Track
monitoring

smooth operations. Health
check-ups for children are
mandatory, including vision
screening and surgeries for
those in need. Glasses and
medical treatments should be
provided promptly, in coordi-
nation with the Health and
Education Departments.
Deputy Commissioner Pra-
bhu also instructed officials to
ensure effective delivery of
schemes like Grihalakshmi

Yojana, Sukanya Samvriddhi
Yojana, Bhagyalakshmi Yoja-
na, Matru Vandana Yojana,
and Poshan Abhiyan. Mea-
sures to prevent child mar-
riage, control POCSO cases,
and strengthen internal griev-
ance redressal committees for
women were emphasized.
Continuous monitoring of
health scanning centers and
strict legal action against
non-compliant centers was
mandated.

The meeting was attended
by District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, Deputy Directors of
School Education and Women
& Child Development De-
partments, officials from
Swadhara, Santwana, Sakhi
centers, and representatives of
NGOs working in women’s
and child welfare.

Muniswamy alleged Congress denied justice to B. R.
Ambedkar, questioning why Gandhi’s post-Independence
dissolution suggestion wasn’t implemented

Muniswamy targets Priyank

KOLAR

Former MP S. Muniswamy
accused IT and BT Minister
Priyank Kharge of trying to
gain political mileage from
the ongoing leadership tussle
between Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah and Deputy Chief
Minister D. K. Shivakumar.

Speaking at a press meet at
the city’s Journalists’ House,
Muniswamy alleged that Pri-
yank was attacking the RSS
and BJP while targeting “Ital-
ian Madam” and Rahul Gand-
hi in an attempt to strengthen
his position to become Chief
Minister.

He said Priyank had been
facing criticism in recent days
and was diverting attention by
blaming others. Muniswamy

questioned how many IT and
BT companies had been
brought to the state during
Priyank’s tenure and chal-
lenged him to present a clear
report of his achievements.
Otherwise, he warned, BJP
leaders would visit Chittapur
and reveal the development
record of his family members.

Muniswamy also said Con-
gress leaders had failed to de-
liver justice to B. R. Ambed-
kar. He recalled that Mahatma
Gandhi had suggested dis-
solving the Congress after

in leadership row

‘.J P

Independence and asked why
it was not done.

He demanded that Priyank
apologise for his remarks
about the RSS. He further al-
leged that senior leader Mal-
likarjun Kharge had not con-
tributed to Kalaburagi’s
growth despite decades in
power.

Muniswamy claimed law
and order had worsened in
Kalaburagi, with drug, betting
and sand mafias growing un-
checked. Several BJP leaders
were present.

Land to Be Allotted for 320 Anganwadis in One Month

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu has directed officials to
identify and allot land within
one month for 320 Anganwa-
dis currently operating from
rented buildings in the dis-
trict. Chairing the Integrated
District Level Committee
Meeting, he stressed that all
2,014 Anganwadis must func-
tion effectively and at full ca-
pacity.

Officials were instructed to
submit consolidated data
within two days on Anganwa-
dis functioning in rented
buildings and issue written
directions to Tahsildars, Taluk
Panchayat Executive Officers,
and Urban Local Body heads
to complete land identifica-

TRIBUTE TO MACHAYYA

tion on time. Attendance must
not be marked for absent chil-
dren, and discipline and punc-
tuality must be maintained.
Senior officers were told to
monitor daily distribution of
nutritious food and ensure
proper use of the
Poshan Track soft-
ware.

Of the total Angan-
wadis, 20 Worker
posts and 129 Helper
posts are vacant.
These must be filled
within three months.
Benefits meant for children
and pregnant women should
reach them effectively.

Health check-ups for chil-
dren in Anganwadis and gov-
ernment schools were made
mandatory. Vision screening,

distribution of spectacles, and
necessary surgeries must be
ensured through coordination
between the Health, Educa-
tion, and Women and Child
Development Departments.

Officials were also told to
strengthen implemen-
tation of welfare
schemes for women
and children, form a
district-level commit-
tee to prevent work-
place harassment,
and ensure Internal
Complaints Commit-
tees function effectively.
Awareness programs to curb
POCSO cases and child mar-
riages must be conducted
across 27 hoblies, along with
strict monitoring of scanning
centers.

Sharans teach equallty through action and words

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu said those who achieve
equality in their actions and
words while working for so-
ciety’s progress are true Sha-
rans, and Madiwala Mach-
ayya is the foremost among
them. He spoke at the inaugu-
ration of the “Madiwala Ma-
chidevara Jayanti” program
held at the District Kannada
Bhavan on Wednesday, orga-
nized jointly by the District
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, and the Kannada and Cul-
ture Department. Floral trib-
utes were paid to Machide-
vara’s portrait.

Machayya, a 12th-century
social reformer, emphasized
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knowledge as the key to soci-
etal progress. His teachings

on equality, brotherhood, gen-
der justice, and secularism
influenced principles that are
part of today’s Constitution.
Deputy Commissioner Prabhu
noted that despite legal sys-
tems, full equality is still not
achieved, and Machayya’s
efforts to build a fair society
remain relevant. He urged
children of all communities to
focus on education and intel-
ligence to achieve excellence,
especially in the era of artifi-
cial intelligence.

During the program, Head-
master Devaraju shared in-
sights on Machideva’s life.
Officials emphasized that the
Madiwala community, histor-

ically underprivileged, should
receive government jobs and
hostels to support students.
Students from the community
were honored with Pratibha
Puraskar awards for their
achievements.

The event began with a
grand procession from
Ambedkar Bhavan to Dis-
trict Kannada Bhavan, fea-
turing folk art performances
and flower palanquins.
Community leaders, office
bearers, and officers from
various departments attend-
ed, celebrating Machayya’s
legacy and his message of
equality, education, and so-
cial progress.
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Applications open for
disabled urban
workers posts

Mandya
Applications are invited
for eligible disabled per-
sons to fill vacant posts
of Urban Rehabilitation
Workers in Bellur Town

Panchayat under the Ru-
ral Rehabilitation Scheme
for Disabled Persons.
Candidates aged 18 to 45,
whether SSLC passed or
failed, residing within Bel-
lur Town Panchayat lim-
its, can collect application
forms from Bhagyamma
Vividdodesh Rehabilita-
tion Workers (In-charge)
at the Taluk Panchayat,
Nagamangal. Completed
applications with sup-
porting documents must
be submitted by March 5.
For further details, appli-
cants can contact the
District Disabled and Sen-
ior Citizen Welfare Officer
at 7411254522 or 08232-
239234. The scheme pro-
vides monthly honorari-
um to selected
candidates.

Renukamma Devi Jatra:
Nude Ritual Service
Prohibited by Authorities

Shivamogga
The Chandragutti village
will host the Sri Renu-
kamma Devi Jatra on
February 24 and 25. To
maintain law and order,
District Magistrate Prab-
hulinga Kavalikatti has
banned naked service
and certain rituals, includ-
ing religious bathing in the
Varada river, offering
Mudi, and filling the padli-
gi, under Section 35 of the
Karnataka Police Act,
1963. Officials clarified
that the order does not
affect chariot proces-
sions, worship functions,
or other traditional rituals
of Sri Renukamma Devi.
The directive aims to en-
sure safety and peaceful
conduct of the festival for
all devotees.

Anti-drug committees mandatory
in educational institutions

The Deputy Commissioner urged strict action against drug transport and ganja

cultivation, directing coordinated enforcement and

KOPPAL

Deputy Commissioner Suresh
B. Itnal has directed officials
to form anti-drug committees
in all schools, colleges and
universities across Koppal dis-
trict. He issued the instruction
while chairing the Narco Co-
ordination Centre (NCORD)
meeting at the District Collec-
torate Hall on Wednesday. He
said awareness is the strongest
weapon against addiction and
students must be educated
about the harmful effects of
drugs. Marathons and public
awareness drives should be
organized under the Drug-Free
Campaign to spread the mes-
sage widely.

Dr. Itnal also instructed

health officials to keep at least
50 drug detection kits in ev-
ery district and taluk hospital.
The district hospital should
have additional kits to handle
emergencies.

He questioned the Excise
Department about inspections
of resorts and warned that
strict action must be taken if
drugs are found. More cases
should be registered wherever

strengthene

d forest monitoring

necessary. Resorts, roadside
eateries, hotels and homestays
must be inspected regularly.

The Deputy Commissioner
stressed that the transport,
sale and use of drugs must be
treated seriously. Police, for-
est, transport and excise offi-
cials should act immediately
when cases are detected. He
also noted complaints about
ganja cultivation between reg-
ular crops and directed the
Forest Department to
strengthen field monitoring.

District Superintendent of
Police Ram L. Arasiddi and
other senior officials from
health, education, forest and
transport departments attend-
ed the meeting and assured
cooperation.

Missing Boy:
Appeal for
Information
BALLARI

Madivala Machideva Development
Corporation: Applications Invited

BALLARI

A 15-year-old boy named Ya-
manurappa, resident of Ward
No. 1, Tekkalakote in Siru-
guppa Taluk, has been report-
ed missing since February 17.
He had left home saying he
was going to school but did
not return. A case has been
registered at Tekkalakote Po-
lice Station. The Sub-Inspec-
tor of Police has appealed for
public assistance in tracing
him.

Description: Height 5.1
feet, medium build, wheatish
complexion, oval face, speaks
Kannada and Telugu. At the
time of disappearance, he was
wearing a light blue pant and
black shirt.

Anyone with information
may contact Tekkalakote Po-
lice Station PSI at 08396-
248013, Mobile: 9480803055,
CPI at 08396-248044, Ballari
Rural Sub-Division DSP at
08392-276000, or Ballari SP
at 08392-258400.

Pancha Guarantee conference
draws huge crowds

GADAG

A district-level conference on the state government’s Pancha
Guarantee schemes attracted large crowds at Swami Vivekanan-
da Sabha Bhavan on Wednesday. The event was inaugurated by
H. K. Patil, Gadag district in-charge minister, who opened stalls
showcasing various welfare programmes.

H. M. Revanna, S. R. Patil and C. N. Sridhar were among the
dignitaries present. The conference helped create public aware-
ness and strengthen implementation of the schemes across the

district.

The Karnataka Madivala Ma-
chideva Development Corpo-
ration has invited applications
through the Seva Sindhu portal
for eligible candidates under
the Food Vehicle (Food Kiosk)
Scheme for the year 2025-26.
Under the scheme, portable
snack stalls will be set up by
modifying four-wheeler EV
goods vehicles as required and
distributed to beneficiaries. A
subsidy of Rs. 3 lakh will be
released by the Corporation
towards vehicle purchase. The
remaining amount may be
availed as a loan from banks
or financial institutions.

Applicants must belong to
Backward Class Category 2A
in Ballari Urban Constituen-
cy, specifically from the Mad-
ivala community and its sub-
castes such as Agasa, Chakla,
Dhobi, Madivala, Mannan,
Parith, Rajaka, Sakala, Van-
nan, Velluthedan, and Sakala-
vadu. The last date to apply is
March 6.

The annual family income
must be within Rs. 3,00,000.
The applicant’s age should be
between 21 and 45 years.

Applicants must have an
Aadhaar-linked active bank
account. The applicant’s name
as per Aadhaar card (includ-
ing titles such as Shri/Smt/

Kumari etc.) must match with
other documents such as caste
certificate, income certificate,
and bank passbook.

Those who have already
availed benefits under any
Corporation scheme, as well
as their family members, are
not eligible to apply again.

For more information, con-
tact the District Manager,
Karnataka Madivala Ma-
chideva Development Corpo-
ration (Ltd.), District Admin-
istrative Building, B Block,
2nd Floor, Room No. 53,
Anantapur Road, Ballari, or
phone: 08392-267038, ac-
cording to District Manager
Bhavikatte.

Doctor who served villages for decades

NAREGAL

In a time when rural areas had
very few medical facilities,
Gajanana Krishnarao Kale
chose to dedicate his life to
the health of villagers. For
over four decades, he has
served people in and around
Naregal in Gadag district with
commitment and compassion.

Born on February 22, 1950,
in Naregal, he was inspired by
his parents, especially his fa-
ther Dr. Krishnarao Kale, who
practiced medicine locally.
After completing his MBBS
from Mahadevappa Rampure
Medical College in Kalabura-
gi, he returned to serve his
hometown. In 1978, he started
a small hospital, travelling by

L+

bus to Hubballi to bring med-
icines. Over time, his clinic
grew into a well-equipped
hospital, upgraded with mod-
ern facilities in 2011.

Known for his humane ap-
proach, Dr. Kale built close
bonds with patients. He of-
fered not only treatment but
also emotional support. His

honesty and dedication earned
him deep respect across rural
communities.

Apart from medicine, he
briefly entered public life in
1985 and contributed to local
development, including hous-
ing plots for the poor and
school infrastructure. He later
stepped away from politics
but remained active in social
and religious service.

He also supported educa-
tion through Annadaneshwar
Educational Institution, help-
ing a small school grow to
over 800 students.

On his 75th birth anniversa-
ry, family and well-wishers
will honor him with a special
program, celebrating a life de-
voted to service and humanity.

-
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Cleanliness and safety"
key at fairs, warn officials

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Authorities have urged the
public to maintain cleanliness,
safety, and law and order
during fairs while promoting
awareness about health, edu-
cation, and social reforms.
Fairs, they said, should also
discourage superstitions and
encourage responsible behav-
ior among visitors.

District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Mahesh
Kumar highlighted the impor-
tance of hygiene during fairs,
especially in the summer. Eat-
ing outside food under the sun
can cause dehydration, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, and food poison-
ing. He advised consuming
fruits, buttermilk, lemonade,
and water to stay hydrated,
while avoiding oily, high-pro-
tein, or junk food. Street food,
open food, and cut fruits may
carry bacterial infections, pos-
ing health risks.

Dr. Kumar also warned
against the use of plastics in
fairs, which harm the environ-
ment, animals, and human
health. Plastic pollution re-
duces soil fertility, contami-
nates water, and releases toxic
gases when burned, causing

Dr. Kumar warned
plastics at fairs harm
environment and
health, pollute soil and
water, release toxins,
threaten aquatic life,
and cause serious
ilinesses

respiratory illnesses. Aquatic
life is threatened, while mi-
croplastics enter the human
food chain. Using hot food
containers made of plastic
may release harmful chemi-
cals like phthalates and bi-
sphenol-A, leading to cancer,
hormonal imbalance, asthma,
and neurological issues.

Plastic bags also clog
drains, causing floods and
spreading epidemics during
rains. Authorities recom-
mended cloth or paper bags as
eco-friendly alternatives. Dr.
Kumar emphasized that ban-
ning plastic and promoting
sustainable materials is every-
one’s responsibility to create
a healthy environment.

For further guidance, citi-
zens can contact the nearest
government hospital or the
free health helpline 104.

Illegal Sandalwood
Transportation: Two Arrested

BALLARI

Forest officials of Sandur
North and South ranges con-
ducted a joint operation and
arrested two persons on Mon-
day for illegally transporting
sandalwood.

The arrested accused are
Lokesh Naik and Kiran Ku-
mar H.K., residents of Sushi-
lanagar village. A total of 110
kg of sandalwood pieces and
a Mahindra Morazzo vehicle
used for transportation have
been seized.

With the cooperation of the
Forest, Revenue, and Police
Departments of Andhra
Pradesh, a raid was conducted
at M/s Nishat Fragrance Fac-
tory located at Rolla village in
Sri Sathya Sai district, Andhra
Pradesh. Approximately 179
kg of illegally stored sandal-

wood was seized from the
factory and handed over to
the Penukonda FRO.

The successful operation
was carried out under the
guidance of Dr. K.N. Basa-
varaj, Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Ballari Division, and
ACF Sharan Kumar.

The operation was led by
Sandur North RFO B.S. Man-
junath and Sandur South RFO
Syed Dada Kalandar. DRFOs
Tippeswamy, Mahesh, Honn-
uraswamy, Sridhar, and Beat
Forester Raghavendra, along
with staff members, were part
of the team.

A three-day operation was
conducted, and so far cases
have been registered against a
total of seven accused. Inves-
tigation is in progress, stated
Dr. K.N. Basavaraj in a press
release.

Chikkaballapur
distributes Anganwadi

appointments, benefits

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The Chikkaballapur District
Administration, in coordina-
tion with the Zilla Panchayat
and Women and Child Devel-
opment Department, will dis-
tribute appointment orders
and departmental benefits to
newly appointed Anganwadi
workers and helpers on 19
February at 10 am at Kannada
Bhavan. The program will be
inaugurated by Higher Educa-
tion and District In-charge
Minister Dr. M.C. Sudhakar.

The event will be chaired
by MLA P.E. Pradeep Eshwar
and attended by Women and
Child Development Minister
Lakshmi R. Hebbalkar, MPs
Dr. K. Sudhakar and M.
Mallesh Babu, and other dig-
nitaries including MLAs S.N.
Subbareddy, B.N. Ravikumar,
and K.H. Puttaswamy Gowda.
Heads of state corporations,
departmental secretaries, and
officials from various govern-
ment departments will also
participate.

The program aims to for-
mally welcome the new An-
ganwadi staff, provide them
with essential benefits, and
strengthen the district’s efforts
in early childhood develop-
ment. Local representatives,
office bearers, and citizens are

CLASS

IN THE COURT OF HONOURABLE
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT COURT, HOSUR
.A..No.1/2025 in O.S.49/2025

Petitioners/Plaintiffs

1. Prabhakar Reddy. 2. Umadevi
3. Renuka. 4. Suresh
babu

Vs
Respondents/Defendants No.4 to 16
1. Akkaiyamma
. Sarojamma
. Hemavathi
. Neelamma W/o Balakrishna
. Lingarathna
. Harsha Yadav
. Bheemaraju
. Lingaraju
. Sathyanarayana
10. Rajalakshmi
11. Pushpalatha
12. Anand
13. Manjunath

O©oo~NOOA~WN

All are children’s of Late.B.N.Ramaiah, hindu,
aged about 60 years, residing at Door No: 17/2,
S.K. Lane, Mavalli, (Shanubhga Krishnappa
Layout), Bangalore Karnataka state 560004.

NOTICE
Please take notice that the above petitioner/
plaintiff have filed a Suit before the Honorable
Additonal District sessions Judge at Hosur praying
for Partition and for other reliefs against you, as
Respondent/Defendant. The above suitis posted to
01.04.2026. You are hereby called upon to appear
by person or with the help of the pleader and file
the objections if any before the Honorable Court on
the said date at about 10.00 A.M., and state your
objections, failing which, the court may proceed to
pass adverse orders against you, which may note.

/I By Order of the Court //
S. BALAJI,, B.Com, M.A,, LLB., ADVOCATE &
NOTARY PUBLIC HOSUR-635 109.

IFIEDS
_ NAME CHANGE

|, ZAKIR ALI MOHAMED
HAKIM ZAN, S/o Mohamed
Hakim Zan, resident of No E
11/3, 1st Cross, Chinnappa
Layout, Near Kanti Sweets,
Kamanahalli, Bengaluru-560084,
have changed my name to
MOHAMMED ZAKEER ALI,
vide affidavit dated: 18.02.2026,
before Notary G.DAYANANDA,
Bangalore.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, AFSARI PARVEEN,
resident of Samads Naaz
Heritage, Flat No TF 302, 3rd
Floor, HBR Layout, 1" Stage,
3” Block, Bengaluru-560043,
have changed my name
to APSARI PARVEEN,
vide affidavit dated:
18.02.2026, before Notary
G.DAYANANDA, Bangalore.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

ME CHAN
_ NAME CHANGE
|, HAJIRA KHATOON, W/o.
Rahamathali Khan, Resident of
No. 84/2, 8th Main Road, 3rd
Block, Jayanagar, Bengaluru
-560011, Karnataka, have
changed my name to HAJIRA
KHANAM, vide affidavit dated:
17.02.2026 before notary MEER
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, HASINA BANU, aged 58
years wife of Shoukath pasha
Residing at no 3554, vp
Bore , Hunsur town Mysore
district 571105 Kamataka,
Have changed my name to
HASEENA BHANU(my new
name)Vide affidavit date
14/2/2026 before notary H.
Dinesh Hunsur.

_ NAME CHANGE | NAME CHANGE | Eorves orner,

[, LAKSHMI
VEERABRAHMAIAH, W/o. Late
Veera Brahmaiah, Resident of Flat
No. 314, B Block, D S Max Sista
Nest, Banashankari 5th Stage,
Bengaluru -560061, Karnataka,
have changed my name to M
LAKSHMI, vide affidavit dated:
17.02.2026 before notary MEER
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

|, RAGASHREE
BALASUBRAMANYA, W/o.
Balasubramanya Brahma, Resident
of No. 967, Dhwani 2nd Block,
Sir M Vishweshwaraiah Layout,
Kengeri, Bengaluru -560060,
Karnataka, have changed my
name to RAGASHREE BHAT, vide
affidavit dated: 17.02.2026 before
notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

I, SHANKAR ASHOK SHINDE
S/o NANESH K THANKUR, R/o
No-154/5,
Residency, 1st A Main, 8th
Block, Kormangala, VI Block,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560095,

Muskaan

have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
SHANKAR THACKUR.

I, MRINALINI BARUAH D/o
NRIPEN DUTTA BARUAH, R/o
No 904, 3rd A Cross, 1st
Block, HRBR Layout,
Kalyananagar, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560043, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
MRINALINI BARRUAH.

I, SANJANA F JAIN D/o
FULCHAND D JAIN, W/o
DARSHAN MAHENDRAKUMAR
BAFNA, R/o 12/13, 2nd Floor, S
KLane, Kumbarapet, Bangalore
North,
Bangalore, Karnataka - 560002,

Bagalore City,

have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
BHAVNA DARSHAN BAFNA.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, AYSHA MAHJABEEN,
W/o Asif Pasha, resident
of No 428, Noorani Masjid
Road, llyas Nagar, JP
Nagar, Bengaluru-560078,
have changed my name
to AYSHA MEHJABEEN
M, vide affidavit dated:

_ NAME CHANGE

|, ASIF PASHA AMEER

BASHA, S/o Ameer Pasha,
resident of No 428, Noorani
Masjid Road, llyas Nagar, JP

Nagar, Bengaluru-560078,
have changed my name to
ASIF PASHA, vide affidavit

dated: 18.02.2026, before

|, DEEPAK MOHANKA S/o
GOVIND MOHANKA R/o Flat No A-
2101, Candeur Signature, Varthur
Gunjur Main Road, Gunjur Village,
Varthur, Gunjur, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560087, have changed
the name of my minor son HARSH
MOHANKA aged 16 years and he

I, VENKATAMMA W/o
VENKATESHAPPA, R/o 64,
Dyavasandra, Jigani,
Anekal,
Karnataka-560105, have

Bengaluru,

changed my name and shall

hereafter be known as

PUBLIC NOTIGE

I, Raghu, MY Original registered
sale deed dated 04-10-2004 in
respect of the property bearing Sy
No.681/1 measuring 0.15 guntas
and Sy No.678/1 measuring 0.14
guntas and SY No.677/1 measuring
0.05 guntas alienation order
No.ALNCR:245/2002-03, out of
this measuring East to West 28
feet and North to South 29 feet
property site No.12 the said property
situated at Maddur Village, Maddur
Taluk, Mandya District as document
No.MDR-1-03223-2004-05, CD
No.MDRD?9, was lost on dated 18-
02-2026 in Maddur in this connection
filed the complaint before the consent
Police Station in this connection
endorsement issued on 18-02-2026 if
any one trace please intimates me or
said Police within 7 days.

By M.Guruprasad, Advocate, No.2,

: 18.02.2026, before Notary Notary G.DAYANANDA, shall hereafter be known as TANUJ M Lingaiah Buiding, V.\Road,
s, (© atend n faree _ G.DAYANANDA, Bangalore. Bangalore. MOHANKA CHINNAVENKATAMMA. | | andya-571401.Mob 9242221603
L X X X / X X X J L X X X J L X X X J L X X X J
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Vaishnaw: Action taken over
Chinese robotic dog row

NEW DELHI

Amid escalating contro-
versy over a Chinese ro-
botic dog being projected
as an Indian innovation at
the AI Summit expo,
Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Wednesday
said that immediate action
had been taken against
any wrongdoing at the ex-
hibition. The issue erupted
after a Noida-based univer-
sity showcased a Chi-
nese-made robodog named
‘Orion’, allegedly present-

while the Artificial Intelli-
gence exhibition featured
many noteworthy and in-
novative solutions, any act
of misconduct had been
dealt with promptly. In the
Attificial Intelligence ex-
hibition, many good solu-
tions have been presented.
If anyone has done wrong,
immediate action has been
taken against the wrong-
doing. However, one
should look at other good
Al solutions also, he said,
urging observers not to
overlook the broader

an exaggeration and mis-
interpretation, asserting
that its efforts were
aligned with the govern-
ment’s broader mission
and vision for Al-led
growth. However, the in-
cident quickly gained po-
litical traction, providing
the Opposition with am-

Congress accused the
government of squander-
ing a significant opportu-
nity to showcase India as
a global hub for Al inno-
vation. The party alleged
that the episode had em-
barrassed the country on
the international stage.
Senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi intensified
the attack, describing the
summit as a disorganised
PR spectacle. He claimed
that instead of leveraging
India’s talent and vast data
resources, the event ended

MP Budget sets 34.38 trillion outlay

BHOPAL

Jagdish Devda on Wednes-
day presented a Rs 4.38
lakh crore budget for 2026-
27 in the Madhya Pradesh
Legislative Assembly, out-
lining a balanced roadmap
that combines social wel-
fare with infrastructure ex-
pansion and industrial
growth.

The budget places special
emphasis on women, farm-
ers and marginalised com-
munities while proposing
significant investments in
education, policing, rural
development and sustain-
able energy.

The flagship Ladli Behna
Yojana received the largest

allocation of Rs 23,882
crore, reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
direct financial assistance
for women and household
economic stability. The
budget also announced re-
cruitment of 15,000 teach-

ers to strengthen the educa-
tion system and 22,500
personnel in the police de-
partment to bolster law en-
forcement.

In agriculture, Devda un-
veiled plans to distribute
subsidised solar irrigation

The flagship Ladli Behna
Yojana received largest
allocation of Rs 23,882
crore, reaffirming govt’s

commitment to direct
financial aid for women
and household economic
stability

pumps to one lakh farmers,
fulfilling Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav’s push for
renewable energy adoption
in farming. The move is ex-
pected to reduce electricity
costs and improve produc-
tivity. Additionally, a target
of Rs 25,000 crore in Kisan
loans has been set, along-
side efforts to promote nat-
ural farming practices.
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1 1 H i igi . . ... his da N N, Panchayat D No. 358, Pi ty Id No. 358 Rs.1014826/- | 2026
financially prudent | | @11:30 AM at Office of the Executive Engineer MI & Registered Original Sale Deed of Doc | o Fyecutive Engineer (Sarvagnanagara Division), BNCC, Shivananda b N, [Parchayat D N, 558, Property d No. 358, Surve | s
approach towards GWD dIVISIOrl, Kolar. Openlng of technical bid Dt:02.03.2026 - O . . Lakshmama N, Chanmyapanana@ Hassan (D), Karnataka, Pin: 573116.
. - . ) Registered Original Sale Deed of Doc No.| | Zone-1, Bengaluru invites tenders from eligible Contractors /NHL00910026171/ | Totally Measuring 123,93 Square Meters. East.Conservanoy,
their regularisation @ 11:30 PM. The Executive Engineer reserves the right to ANK-1-11936/2004-05 dated on 17-09-2004 ) . . . Hassan West-Own Property, South-Road, North-Own Property
g . : g - " registered in Greater Bengaluru Authority or equivalent TR oo
. make anv changes in above details in future if needed. For he has lost at Near Anekal bus stop Accordingly 7 |Shivanna A, Property No. 225/250, PL.D. No. 152900400701520498, | 07-11-2025 &| 14-02.
In a written re 1 to y 9 . i i i ith C / / H / S/ 7 Rathnamma Kodiyalakarenahalli Village, Byramangala Gramapanchayath, | Rs.574096/- | 2026
ply . . ) he has lodged the complainant on Bangalore | | registration with CPWD / KPWD / Railways / MES / National vk P
: more details can be obtained from the office of the under ity Police wi Ramanagara Taluk And District, Kamataka, Pin: 562109.
a Clubbed queStlon . N X . City Police with E-Lost dated 18/02/2026 Report Highway or any State Government Organization for the /MLAPOI]QZI]47494/ Totally 55.74 Square Meters. East-Passage, West-
raised by 15 legisla signed on all working days during office hours and also N0.2069488/2026. Cg ) yt' fvz s detailed bel 9 \ég]:‘){‘aangggsr E;ggg:g E:Iggg:%:ggﬁgfh, South-Road, North-
tors fror}lll bothg;[rea— through website: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in. gfﬂﬁ?lﬂ#ﬁmff,m'bﬁﬂrfﬁgt SpigceN;E onstruction oTTYorks detared below. 8 [Manjunatha A, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 304] 08-11-2025 & | 14-02-
o Executive Engineer reserves the right to accept or reject | | Municipal Assessment SINo.91/922/8, E-Katha (Standard Tender Document - KW-1 & KW-2) el cowda | o) 22300419117020442, Siuated M| Rs 455852/~ | 2026
d ! unnamalegowda, adakola Grama, Kadakola Gramapanchayat, Mysore
Sllry an OPPOSIUOH any tender without giving any reason N0.4975371651, Ward No.8, Situated at Anekal Sl. Prathibha H R, Block, Mysore (D). Measuring: East To West: 8.8392
benches, Abdullah Sdi- E tive Enai Wi I. aation & G g Town, Anekal Taluk, Measuring 9.15x16.20+ [ |/~ Name of the Work / Category MOSOLALONS [ Meter & North To Soutty 16644 Meter. Kamataka,
. - Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation roun 12.65/2, in all measuring 1418 Sq, ft bounded - - — - Mysore Kempamma, West-House of Kempamma., South-
said that 1,00,501 Water, D;velopment Division, Kolar. | [ I‘E;s:)bvzs!;lidt’l“vag Pgme‘rhtybwteg!tbv’i‘ Rgadl% Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains Property of Marigowda, North-Road
or - olte No.7, Sou . olte No.9. H 9 |H haiah G, |All That Piece And P | of The P Bearing No. | 08-11-2025 &| 14-02-
WO?’kCI‘S have been DIPR/KOLAR/RO:501/KSMCA/2025-26 anyoneyfinding the amresaig document is [ | 4 in Ward No. 76, Hennur for the year 2025-26. (CAT-l) - R 704/4?5,%??0._“0.611?2698010805[)%‘]265(%3?&[1]3;1&1 Rs.646716/- | 2026
registered through an hereby requested to handover the same to our Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00, B 1, Pt By R WA
1 . office atthe address mentioned hereunder. A . . NHL00920002136, East To West 7.62 Mir And North To South 7.62 M
online Aadhaar-based HARISHA .S, Advocate EMD Amount(in Rs.): 30,000/ f!'"a“”*’g” ' ':a?‘”‘ég%ia? 'Zi"\}v%:z’}?g Ea%rtl’ﬂgaai%?g/f?gerv{;
biometric identifica- # 1479, DRLS PLAZA. Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains ammagare Road, South-Remaining Property And Property of
tion and skill profiling UNION BANK BUILDING. T DASARAHALLI, . Shivanna, North-Remaining Property And Properly
¢ Th - Bengaluru-560057. Mob No. 9060950265 o | Ward No. 77, Nagawara for the year 2025-26. (SC) - of Jayamma
e, he rean Rpproimeted Amaint ot ok (. n Lasne: 000, [T | B e
- i . - rojamma S, rm ni
rises 69,696 casual KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION EMD Amount (in Rs.): 30,0004
N S N ysore ithin E urisdiction ahal I ramapanc ayal I
Tabourers, 8,836 daily Civil Engineering Division, Tumakur. Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desiliing of Drains sty et o e S it o 1
ted ’k’ 3534 in Ward No. 78, HBR Layout for the year 2025-26. Property of Bettamma, West- Property of Nagaraju,
rated workers, o, No : KST/EE/TK/JE/766/2025-26 Date : 18.02.2026 | | 3 (CAT-II(A)) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in South- Property of Devaraju, North-Road — —
seasonal labourers TENDER NOTIFICATION- 18.19.20.21/2025-26 Lakhs): 30.00, EMD A t (in Rs.): 30,000/ T ammat o [No15aia oo, 153800501600500 8% St | e 498906/ | 2026
ol - - akhs): 30. mount (inRs.): - ayamma T, o. PLD.No. 1 ,Situated | Rs. -
5 7 57 fOOd and ClVll - . == : 3 3 E) . ’ s lﬂ{l: Pf(J;li92I101364 ,'L\\/}Challﬂr_ldTurlay;ukahglllR Village, Kalya DG_rama Plslnchaye_nh,
silppli es helpers, | |tem wise tenders are being invited for the following works on a two cover system through Karnataka Public Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains ginayanagar / ﬁaasﬁaﬂ ¥va$§|tZéé’gsms&?rinﬁﬁnﬁrﬁoriﬁtigééou?ﬁf_e“ﬂe?%f
b n . . - . . . amnagara eters Total quare Meter An onsisting of
2,153 part-time | |Procurement Portal mode from registered KPWD /CPWD/MES Contractors Intrested & eligible Civil/Electrical | | , | in Ward No. 79, Kadugondanahalii for the year 2025-26. Bulding Haying Bult Up Area o 46.45 Sausro Meter
> B . . i H .
sweepers and 1,929 | |contractors are requested submit their tenders to the E Governance centre or http//kppp.karnataka.gov.in,can (ST) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): Belong To Narasingarao, Souh-oad, Nort- House
individuals engaged | |participate the tender on 20.02.2026 onwards. Any changes/amendments will be published on kpp portal only. No 30.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 30,000/- 72| Stkumara T | A1 Tt g And Pt ofProertyScrg Covaarl a8 11 2028 5 11,02
through the hospital | |separate notification will be issued in this regard. Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains Laishminal - {Fomio And 11 Alnaus\o 152200700517400962 '
development fund. Amount put to Last Date & 5 |in Ward No. 80, Kacharakanahalli for the year 2025-26. Vivekananda Circle ‘n(‘n’é”;is"uTanngEgis'T%"%T/é’&-aﬁ’%a%%gﬁﬁigﬁmﬂﬂ%ﬁf%
-wi : . - i L South: 5.48 Meters, Karnataka, Pin: 571610. Eas
aogramentuse | g ontr(ntas) €00 | Tinwtor | || (O0her) - Aopresinated Amount o Mor (. i e
€ ni €St number - i i ) feci - 9U.UU, .)-oU, - of Devamma, North- House of Kadaraia
7 38585 workers | | ™ avsron| | e - m e B e S e O o
i ’employed i s Provision) Tender Anr\}valdM'\?lnt%r;an&e of WaLd ”gr}d IZ::sntlng o;olggaggs Maa hagrq;aagl;lkka ngglnavalllld\{ll_lflagke ey U Paé?ﬁaeyEaml . :
: Engaging workers for daily electricity and water 02-03-2026 in Vvard No. o1, Kammananalll for the year e NHLOOS400T4298/ [T Wost 4.2672 Meters And North To South 15 24
the Public Health | | sugpI% ?naintenance for dtkjlration of )E)ne Year at 8.13 20.350.00 [Time:16.00hrs| | ° | (Others) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in o Vit oy 5009 St s Kt
g;%ér;egl;llgoif(lldég;- Devaraju Urs Bus Stand, Tumakur. (Short Term) Lakhs): 30.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 60,000/ gieégg?asia‘il:](znl;léMNol\]{lt?ggegi?{égsagulh-sne Belongs To
- . . i ilti i 14|Chethan H N, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. | 10-11-2025 & | 14-02-
trol Department. Providing Effluent Treatment Plant in Depots at 02-03-2026 ﬁ\n'wzlr dMS?tegzancga:;s\;V;;%iaf%dr ﬁzs'gggr 02f05>5raérés Susteoas, (209 10 Ho 162100000200820114 sueed | s 600105/~ | 2025
iQ 1 2 i i 118.58 2,00,000.00|Time:16.00hrs . v e Chandan H N. Block, Mandya (D). Measuring: E-W: 7.9248 Meter
ghls ISDfOHOIWCd b}; ggg;\;ﬂ?;l?;ﬁt?ﬂli;irgbzﬁ\)/agada’ s Holaere o (Short Term) ! (Others) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in mtg?gmnznm/ ﬁam;;ksazémmg;ﬁmeaggg{m%Jﬁo&mosusnentgf
ower Developmen . . Lakhs): 30.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 60,000/- Rathnamma, West-Galli & House of Swamygowda,
Wlth 13’61 6 workers, R . South-Beedi, North-Property of Mylari Papanna
. X enovation of Canteen at KSRTC 09-03-2026 i ilti i 15| Shivaraju M All That Piece And Parcel Of The P Bearing No. | 10-11-2025 & 14-02-
Education with 3 Bus Stand Hirivuru 6.87 17,200.00 Time:16.00hrs Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains Nagé‘n’?'nﬂa M, 551/530. B ?wo.135362oosozesor_ggoea%se.agi?gat& Rs.516236/- | 2026
12,646, Forest with L — g | in Ward No. 83, Subbayyanapalya for the year 2025-26. ARLOSIDOSAS | Naianoud Block Myeore (3] Mehsurng: E-W: 8144
8,317 and Public | | 4 |Construction of a temporary painting shed at the 19.99 50.000.00 | 09-03-2026 (Others) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Hisore M Karmatake. Pin 57 1375, LAtk Siaof Batmamima
Jork ith Chitradurga divisional workshop ' T | Time:16.00hrs Lakhs): 30.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 60,000/- Wes'-Road, South-Ovin Property,North-Ste of Swamy
WOI' S (R&B) Wlt . 16 NlngammaN éllThatPlecr?An?hPaFgcelofrro’\?erté//B?anngBanduru 1}2-1315-5%%& 1240%
1 11 . . . . . P PR i it H ramapanchayathi Proper? 0 s S. -
6,801. Significant | |More details can be obtained from the Office of The Executive Engineer, KSRTC, Civil Division, Tumakur old Bus Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains {\l/lwumoaauozsoas/ gotrmtl\ﬁ;o Qﬂsé Um?uepmof;"smoo&ofsomﬂ@?a‘?
. . . - ituate aslyalapura Village alavalli Talu
numbers are also en- | |Stop, Tumakur. during working hours on all working days. g |in Ward No. 84, Lingarajapura for the year 2025-26. Mancya Dlsrt‘rict.ﬂ\:llylm?n The Jué’salc¥owf Bandury
M - - ramapanchayat easurin ast To West: B
gaged in Health and . . Sd/ - (Others) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Wioters And North To- South 1707 Meters, Totaly
Medical Education | |bIPRicpis728izeni2025-26 Executive Engineer KSRTC CE Division Tumakuru. Lakhs): 30.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 60,000/- Measuring. 265,45 Sauare Meiers, And Buiding
1 . e R 571430. East-Hi f Shi Son of Late. Halligowd:
(4,868), Agriculture Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains st nga% o’fﬁ?ehg%?nll‘;aw% gf';;? Nacaian, Soutr
: . . illage Roa or evenue Lan
(4’776)’ Animal and Govt. of Karnataka 10 in Ward No. 85_‘ Maruthlsevanagara for the yea.r 2025-26. 17|Usha V, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing|10-11-2025 & 14-02-
Sheep Husbandry (SC) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): | | [GLISEES, K0t Sanscasmacs s iy o | 2
(2,170), and Housing Office of the Executive Engineer 30.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 30,000/- e i L S S W
and Urban Develop_ - - . . m m R N N T N No. 242, South-Site No. 262, North-Road
epair and Maintenance of BBMP Building in 18 [Harisha P All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing| 10-11-2025 & 14-02-
ment (1,702), among Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, 11| Sarvagnanagara Consituency in East Zone. (others) -| - [“[HERY, Il ML L R
. H Approximated Amount of Work (RS. in Lakhs): 28.00 /NHL00340030013/ Nagamangala Block, Mandya (D). Measuring: E-W:
. - ’ M 5.48640 M & N-S:7.01040 M Ad
Regionally, of the Chamaralanagara 571313 EMD Amount (in Rs.): 56,000/- ysore 304650 v\tﬁh}? Kam\;xvtaklaéF’li_rl(:&Sg1e}lglr8.flELamlsE§[Si:Irlling
57,390 registered SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO.37/2025-26/ - - - - ot
workers in the Kash- " Repair and Maintenance of BBMP Community Halls in 19|Ramesha, ‘All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property | 10-11-2025 & | 14-02-
N e . 0 Sarvagnanagara Constituency in East Zone. (Others) - Manijula, Bearing No. 151600403200620033, Gram Panchayath | Rs.313236/- | 2026
mir division, Srinagar DATED: 17-02-2026 (Two Cover System) 12 Shanthaiah, Property No. 313, And Property Situated At Nagenahali
> g A i ted Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 10.00 /NHL00910045319/ | Village, Hunuganahalli Gram Panchayath, Belur Taluk,
accounts for 1 1 825 . . . pproximate . ’ Hassan Hassan District Measuring East To West 8.5344 And
the hichest in th On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka the Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj EMD Amount (in Rs.): 25,000/- BB Sauars Motors. Ant Constictad. Pinin Area
— the highest 1 S 1 1 1visi i nvi 1 - 1 1 1 - — - " - — 57.22SquareMetersKarnataka, Pin:573115. East-Road,
division — followed Engineering Division, Chamarajanagara invites tender in co-ordination with e Providing Rain Water Harvesting in BBMP Buildings and S 22ttt mala P 973115 25 oz,
procurement portal platform, Bangalore. Tender format as per KW-4 through e- procurement Parks in S Constit in East Z Nortn-House Property of Sri. Sannaiah
by Anantnag (8,823), der the Head of A Education D tment for Ch : Taluk. Date of 43| arks In sarvagnanagara tonstituency In tast zone. 20| Radha Krishna, | All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. | 10-11-2025 & | 14-02-
B Ha (7794 under the Head of Account Education Department for Chamarajanagara Taluk. Date o (Others) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Sakamma, 341295, PLD No.162200602510200851, Siated | Rs 239790/~ | 2026
Bar(;lmu a (5 ,7 2 ) application submission for tender document and submission of filled tender through online Lakhs): 8.50, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 21,250/~ mﬁwodmumss/ Knerliyapétl"l\lag_loglg Mysore ). Measu(ing_:%% Os.ygd
Ku gam ( 5’ 5 47)’ Date: 18-02-2026 to 24-03-2026 upto 16.00 hours. Last date for clarifications/queries on - - - - ysore ‘%fs:%lrn%t;iég}, rii?:Bsne_ 1eﬁr2.segqts’§-z;s_§‘vr%%menmo_a§
upwara (5,547), tender Date: 27-02-2026 upto 16.00 Hours. date of opening of technical bid of the tender Maintenance and Repair of Crematoriums / Burial North-House of Kempamima o oo
Ganderbal (4,056), Date: 26-03-2026 after 17.00 hours. After the approval of Technical bid the Financial Bid 14 Ground in Sarvagnanagara Constituency in East Zone. 21 vistwanatha G R, | AlThatPeceAndParcelofThe e dovseproperty [ 10-11-2025 [ 110
Kulgam (3,321) and will be opened. Tender Form Fee: As per e-procurement Details as belows (CAT-II(A)) - Approximated Amount of Work (Rs. in Sanramma, Gram Phnchayah KhathaNo. 177, Survey No. 211/3A3a5 | i
Bandipora (2,771). In i i i Lakhs): 10.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 10,000/- achmeng. , | And ropry Sad A Gowtager Wiage, Conager
th J (i ol . i Hassan District MeaSLy|rintj East To Wyest: 8.2296 Meters And
€ Jammu division, SL No. Name of Estimate | Approximate Earnest Contractor Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents may be downloaded NorthTo South .14 Meters Andconstfucted Pl
which has 40,077 reg- work COSt (Rs. Valu(; of work qugy Eligibility from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website: Wstickfhservsncy/\tndI-fiosuse[l;’lgopertirofls;ri béumt:#;
istered workers, Jam- inLakhs) | (Rs.inlakhs) | Deposit (in Rs) https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 21-02-2026. 2) Pre Bid Property of i Thopegowda., Noth-Own Propety
s el : . . ) . of Sri. Manjegowda
mu district tops with 01 %Ja%em@ D0.B.DF.Q 125.00 - 2,00,000.00 Class - IT Meeting will be held on 25-02-2026 at 3.00 PM in the Office 22[Aishwarya K C, Property No. 47/48.1/2,Unique No.150800300400400066, | 14-11-2025 & 14-02-
13,425 workers, fol- ngm ;ﬁ?@ﬁ%ﬁi & above of the Executive Engineer, BDA Building, 9th ‘C’ Main ,x,.ﬂ?,gﬁgj‘uﬂbﬁg, g;h’:in';?g;;’g%?g?i';%?f?f‘ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ%@”&;g?ﬁ'ﬁ% Rs 378439/ | 2026
lg‘i"geld Byd RgJ§)5u6rl ;j;a ;“gosgm g Road, HRBR Layout, 1st Block, Banasawadi, Bengaluru. ysore Hoggaéué'gﬁdanaym A i Ay
) N . . A 0rth-Roat
%(’th ), 3(4)‘58'1( ’R )? ‘o 3) Last Date for Uploading the Filled Ten,der Document is 23 | Hanumakka Village Panchayath No. 746, E-Swathu No.[15-11-2025 &[ 14-02-
athua (3,451), Reasi For more details visit website: htpp://www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in or contact the 04-03-2026 upto 4.00 PM. 4) Date of Opening of Tenders on Haavagal Basavars. | 5170050130032074 Nieasuring 160,51 Sa Mis. | Hs.266799/- | 2026
(3,210), Kishtwar Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Chamarajangara (Ph: 08226- 05-03-2026 at 4.30 PM (If possible or next Working Day). paavgl, - |Aremalapura Vilage. Ranibennur Talyk Haverl
(2,754), Udhampur 223019) duri ! Further details can be had from the above office Bhimappa Halavagal, |Halavagal, West-Property of Ghannabasappa
uring office hours. . ShekharappaB | Nagarajji, South-Government Road, North-Property
(2 5 518 ) 5 Poonch : : Sd/- Executive Engineer Halavagal, Nirmalavva | of Hanumanthappa H Talavar '
Executive Engineer 9 Hanumanthappa
(2,455), Samba AE Ph : ivisi Sarvagnanagara Division, Zone-1, BNCC. Halavagal,
one No: 8073339806 PRED Division, ’ ’ MHLO0AB0010762/
(1,722) and Ramban No: DIPR: CHANAGAR: 723:2025-26 Chamarajangara Davangare
(1 :49 5)' Date: 19" February 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA Sd/- Officer Home Finance Ltd
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Mini gun factory busted
inBihar’s Bhagalpur,
fivearrested

Patna
In a joint operation, the
Kolkata Police STF, Bihar
STF and Madhusudanpur
Police Station have un-
earthed an active illegal
improvised firearms man-
ufacturing unit in Raha-
matbagh village in Bihar’s
Bhagalpur district. The
raid was conducted at the
residence of Md. Nasir An-
sari, son of Md. Gaju Sala-
huddin Ansari. The ac-
cused had been operating
theillegal arms unit on
the ground floor of his
house under the guise of
a spinning mill. During the
operation, five people, in-
cluding one co-owner and
four skilled arms manu-
facturers, were arrested.

Pandemoniumin Odisha
assembly over paddy
procurement issue

Bhubaneswar
The Odisha Assembly on
Wednesday witnessed a
massive uproar from
members of both the op-
position Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) and the Congress
over alleged mismanage-
ment in paddy procure-
ment across the state. As
soon as the proceedings
commenced, BJD mem-
bers holding banners
reached near Speaker
Surama Padhy’s podium
and began raising an-
ti-government slogans
over the chaos at mandis
in the state. In a unique
form of protest, some BJD
legislators placed paddy
and paddy bags on the
reporters’ table inside the
House. Congress mem-
bers also raised anti-gov-
ernment slogans inside
the House over issues
concerning farmers.

India shows robust
optimism, trust for Al
unlike West: Sunak

New Delhi
When it comes to Al, India
shows robust optimism
and trust, while Western
countries are anxious
about the emerging tech-
nology, former British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
said on Wednesday. Su-
nak cautioned that bridg-
ing this gap requires tar-
geted governance efforts. |
think closing that confi-
dence gapisasmucha
policy task as it is a techni-
cal one, he said during a
fireside chat with Meta’s
Chief Al Officer Alexandr
Wang at the ongoing ‘India
Al Impact Summit 2026’
here. Across the world,
we're seeing different atti-
tudes towards Al. In coun-
tries like India, there’s
enormous optimism and
trust, and in Western
countries, we're seeing
that anxiety is still the
dominant feeling towards
Al, he told the gathering.

- Assamrolls out school

provmuallsatlon portal

The PMS portal will streamline, monitor and process
applications from non-provincialised venture schools and
colleges, along with their teaching and non-teaching staff

GUWAHATI

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Wednesday
launched the Provincialisation
Management System (PMS)
portal, describing it as a deci-
sive and transparent initiative
to resolve the long-pending
issue of provincialisation of
venture educational institu-
tions and their staff.

The digital platform was un-
veiled at Lok Sewa Bhawan as
part of the government’s
broader governance reform
and welfare agenda.

The PMS portal will stream-
line, monitor and process ap-
plications from non-provin-
cialised venture schools and
colleges, along with their
teaching and non-teaching em-
ployees, under the Assam Ed-
ucation (Provincialisation of
Services of Teachers and
Re-Organisation of Education-
al Institutions) Act, 2017,
amended in 2025. The Chief
Minister said the system estab-
lishes a centralised database of

venture institutions and asso-
ciated manpower, aiming to
eliminate ambiguity and al-
leged irregularities that have
historically affected the pro-
vincialisation process.
Recalling his tenure as Edu-
cation Minister, Sarma high-
lighted that more than 50,000
teachers across primary, second-
ary and collegiate levels have
been provincialised in phases
since 2011 under the BJP-led
government. He described the
PMS rollout as the third and
most comprehensive phase,
covering venture LP, UP/ME,
high schools, higher secondary
schools and degree colleges.

In a politically significant
move, Sarma acknowledged
that not all applicants may
meet eligibility norms. To ad-
dress this, the government has
introduced a ‘Gurudakshina’
scheme in the Vote-on-Ac-
count Budget presented on
February 17, offering a finan-
cial package to those whose
services cannot be provincial-
ised. Additionally, a preferen-
tial marking system will be
implemented to help such in-
dividuals compete for other
government positions.

The Chief Minister clarified
that only institutions estab-
lished before January 1, 2006,
would qualify. Applicants
must provide recognition cer-
tificates, land records, academ-
ic performance data and staff
credentials. He urged all stake-
holders to cooperate, reiterat-
ing the government’s commit-
ment to safeguarding the fu-
ture of venture institution em-
ployees while ensuring adher-
ence to legal and administra-
tive standards.

Hyderabad targets to
achieve net zero by
2034: CM Reddy

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy said on
Wednesday that Hyderabad
aims to achieve Net Zero by
2034 and will soon undertake
a city-wide carbon footprint
audit. He also announced that
within the next five years,
there will be almost no indus-
try or factory within the urban
area.

Speaking at the Mumbai
Climate Week, the Chief Min-
ister outlined Telangana's
long-term development vi-
sion, linking economic
growth with environmental
sustainability.

According to Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) here, he
reiterated Telangana's ambi-
tion to grow from a 200-bil-
lion-dollar state GDP to a
one-trillion-dollar economy
by 2034 and a three-tril-
lion-dollar economy by 2047.

He described Telangana's
strategic framework struc-
tured into three zones -
CURE, PURE, and RARE.

Hyderabad has been de-
clared the Core Urban Region
Economy (CURE) within the
160-kilometer Outer Ring
Road. The PURE Zone, locat-
ed between the Outer Ring
Road and the 360-kilometer
Regional Ring Road, has been

dedicated to manufacturing
and positioned as a major hub
powered by green energy,
aimed at providing a China
+1 alternative. he said.

Referring to the combined
impact of Covid and climate
change, the Chief Minister
stated that both have changed
the approach of governments,
describing the present situa-
tion as a climate emergency.
He emphasised that growth,
investments, and job creation
must continue alongside sus-
tainability.

He stated that in Hyder-
abad, taxes on electric vehi-
cles have been removed, re-
sulting in high EV adoption,
while discussions are under-
way with EV firms for manu-
facturing investments.

Over 200,000 auto-rick-
shaws are being retrofitted
toward green alternatives,
over 3,500 RTC buses are be-
ing replaced with electric bus-
es, and the Hyderabad Metro
is being expanded from 71
kilometers to over 200 kilo-
meters. Industries are being
progressively shifted from the
core urban region to peri-ur-
ban zones. Emphasising that
power or energy is the real
currency of any economy, the
Chief Minister said develop-
ment is measured by power
generation and consumption.

IT'S TIME FOR CORRECTION

RS biennial polls:
Mahayuti set to
win six seats,
one by MVA

MUMBAI

The Election Commission of
India on Wednesday an-
nounced the schedule for the
biennial elections to 37 vacant
Rajya Sabha seats, which in-
cludes seven from Maharash-
tra. The ruling coalition, Ma-
hayuti, is set to secure six
seats, whereas the Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi is expected to ob-
tain one seat, reflecting their
respective strengths in the
state Assembly. The polling is
scheduled for March 16, and
the deadline for filing nomi-
nations is from February 26 to
March 5. The seven Rajya
Sabha members from Maha-
rashtra whose terms are set to
expire on April 2 are Sharad
Pawar, Fauzia Khan (NCP-
SP), Dr Bhagwat Kishanrao
Karad, Dhairyasheel Patil
(BJP), Ramdas Athawale (RPI
chief), Priyanka Vikram
Chaturvedi (Shiv Sena UBT)
and Rajani Patil (Congress).

Federalism needs a
structural reset: Stahn

CHENNAI

Chief Minister MK Stalin on
Wednesday tabled Part I of
the report of the High-Level
Committee on Union—State
Relations in the state Assem-
bly, reiterating the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam govern-
ment’s long-standing demand
for greater state autonomy
and a strengthened federal
framework.

He described the move as a
historic step towards redefin-
ing Centre—State relations.

The committee, chaired by
retired Supreme Court judge
Kurian Joseph, with former
bureaucrats K. Ashok Vard-
han Shetty and M. Nagana-
than as members, recently
submitted its findings to the
Chief Minister. Presenting the
report in the House, Stalin
said the initiative seeks to en-
sure that state governments
are vested with necessary
constitutional powers. Today
is the day we take the initia-
tive to amend the Constitution
to ensure that state govern-
ments are vested with all nec-
essary powers. If we cannot
do it, who else can? he asked,
drawing strong support from
ruling party legislators.

Stalin alleged that the BJP-
led Union government was
centralising authority and ex-
ercising power in an autocrat-
ic manner, compelling states
to depend excessively on the
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Centre. He argued that several
subjects originally under the
State List were being shifted
to the Concurrent List, there-
by diluting constitutional pro-
visions meant to safeguard
state rights.

In a pointed remark, the
Chief Minister said, To put it
simply, we have now belled
the cat, signalling what he
termed a bold attempt to ad-
dress long-standing federal
concerns. He also expressed
dissatisfaction over fiscal
devolution, claiming that eco-
nomically developed states
were receiving a reduced
share of central funds despite
contributing significantly to
national revenue.

Calling for bipartisan sup-
port across the country, Stalin
urged political parties to
adopt state autonomy as a
guiding principle. He empha-
sised that a balanced federal
structure would enable all lan-
guages, cultures and commu-
nities to flourish with dignity
while preserving the spirit of
cooperative federalism en-
shrined in the Constitution.

MLCs protest
after students
barred from exam
over late arrival

PATNA

Proceedings of the Bihar Leg-
islative Council began on
Wednesday amid strong pro-
tests by members over stu-
dents being denied entry to
the board examination centres
due to late arrival.

Raising the issue in the
House, opposition members
questioned the government's
handling of the situation.

MLC Sanjeev Kumar Singh
said that students should not
be barred from appearing in
examinations if they arrive late
due to transportation or traf-
fic-related problems. He
stressed that the Bihar School
Examination Board must take
into account the psychological
impact on students who pre-
pare for years for the matricu-
lation examination but are de-
nied entry at the last moment.

This is a serious matter of
concern and needs immediate
attention, he said. Participat-
ing in the discussion, BJP
MLC Nawal Kishor Yadav
pointed out that students are
often sent from one place to
another without clear infor-
mation. He said neither stu-
dents nor their families can
anticipate where traffic con-
gestion may occur.

Despite arrangements, traf-
fic jams are unavoidable in
many areas.

Haryana clears Rs 402cr solar-
powered micro irrigation projects

CHANDIGARH

In a significant step towards
sustainable agriculture and sci-
entific water management, the
State-Level Sanctioning Com-
mittee (SLSC), chaired by
Haryana Chief Secretary Anu-
rag Rastogi, on Wednesday
approved four communi-
ty-based solar-powered inte-
grated micro irrigation projects
under the Micro Irrigation and
Command Area Development
Authority (MICADA).

With a total outlay of Rs
402.41 crore, the projects will
be implemented across 61 ca-
nal outlets spanning 20 blocks
in Bhiwani, Jhajjar, Kuruk-
shetra and Mahendragarh dis-
tricts. The initiative is sched-
uled for completion between
2026-27 and 2028-29 and
aims to bring 11,040 hectares
of culturable command area
under advanced micro-irriga-

tion systems. Nearly 8,926
farmers across 94 villages are
expected to benefit from the
scheme.

District-wise allocation in-
cludes Rs 95.78 crore for Bhi-
wani, Rs 114.68 crore for
Jhajjar, Rs 77.17 crore for Ku-
rukshetra and Rs 114.78 crore
for Mahendragarh. Officials
said the targeted investment
reflects a strategic focus on
strengthening irrigation infra-
structure in water-stressed re-
gions of the state. The projects
have a benefit-cost ratio rang-
ing from 1.21:1 to 1.65:1, un-
derscoring their economic via-
bility and long-term gains
through improved water effi-
ciency and enhanced crop pro-
ductivity.

By promoting drip and
sprinkler irrigation systems
within canal command areas,
the initiative seeks to reduce
transmission and distribution

losses, optimise water utilisa-
tion and boost agricultural
output. Chairing the meeting,
Rastogi emphasised the im-
portance of integrating sup-
ply-side and demand-side
water management strategies
to tackle climate variability,
declining groundwater levels
and rising agricultural water
demand.

He directed concerned de-
partments to ensure strict
monitoring, timely implemen-
tation and effective inter-de-
partmental coordination so
that benefits reach farmers
within the stipulated time-
frame. The adoption of so-
lar-powered systems, he not-
ed, will reduce dependence on
conventional energy sources,
lower operational costs for
farmers and promote environ-
mentally sustainable irrigation
practices aligned with clean
energy objectives.

Mamata announces UN FAO
recognition for ‘Matir Srishti’

KOLKATA

Mamata Banerjee announced
that the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations has awarded
an international certificate to
West Bengal’s ‘Matir Srishti’
programme. Launched in 2020
in the dry Paschimanchal dis-
tricts, the initiative integrates
land development, irrigation
expansion, and panchayat-lev-
el implementation to transform
barren, mono-crop land into
fertile, multi-crop fields. It
supports horticulture and veg-

etable cultivation while creat-
ing ponds and new water bod-
ies to strengthen irrigation in-
frastructure. The programme
has generated lakhs of liveli-
hood opportunities and signifi-
cantly increased rural family
incomes. Banerjee also said
the FAO recognised Bengal’s
famed Gobindbhog, Tulaipan-
ji, and Kanakchur aromatic
rice as food and cultural heri-
tage. She termed the recogni-
tion a prestigious global hon-
our and dedicated it to the
state’s rural communities and
hardworking farmers.

Colonial edu system not ideal for nation:

LUCKNOW

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
on Wednesday said Western
colonial powers had tam-
pered with India’s traditional
education system to serve
their administrative interests,
replacing it with a framework
designed to produce a class
of intermediaries.
Addressing a research
scholars’ dialogue pro-
gramme at the Malviya Audi-
torium of the University of
Lucknow, Bhagwat said the
British altered India’s educa-
tion structure to create black
Englishmen who would cater
to colonial governance needs.
He asserted that the distor-
tions inflicted during colonial

&

The British altered India’s
education structure to
create black Englishmen
who would cater to colonial
governance needs.

—Mohan Bhagwat, , RSS chief

rule must now be corrected.
Stressing that education and
healthcare are fundamental
necessities, Bhagwat said
they should not be treated as
commercial enterprises. Ed-
ucation and health must be
accessible to all, he re-
marked, calling for systems
that prioritise inclusivity over
profit.

Bhagwat reiterated that the

RSS works toward building a
prosperous and united nation
focused on social cohesion
rather than political power or
popularity. He invited critics
and scholars to understand
the organisation from within
instead of forming opinions
solely through external nar-
ratives. According to him,
the core objective of the RSS
is to unite Hindu society and

strengthen national character.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of research, Bhagwat
urged scholars to pursue their
work with authenticity and
dedication to the nation.
Truthful facts must be
brought to light. Ignorance
prevents us from understand-
ing India, he said, alleging
that negative propaganda had
often shaped perceptions
about the Sangh.

He called for objective ac-
ademic inquiry to counter
misinformation.

On globalisation, Bhagwat
observed that it has increas-
ingly become associated with
commercialisation and mate-
rialism, trends he described
as harmful. Referring to the

Bhagwat

Indian philosophical concept
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
— the world as one family
— he said India advocates
collective well-being rather
than consumerism.

He further stated that if In-
dia aspires to global leader-
ship, it must be strong across
all sectors. The world re-
spects truth only when it is
backed by power, he said.
Emphasising dharma as an
eternal principle guiding life
and harmony, Bhagwat also
urged citizens to adopt envi-
ronmentally responsible
practices such as tree planta-
tion, water conservation and
reducing single-use plastics
while embracing sustainable
technological development.

Legally barred from leaving
UK: Vijay Mallya to Bombay HC

MUMBAI

UK-based businessman Vi-
jay Mallya on Wednesday
informed the Bombay High
Court that he is not in a po-
sition to specify when he
would return to India. He
cited restrictions imposed
by courts in England that he
said prevented him from
leaving the country.

The matter was heard by
a Bench comprising Chief
Justice Shree Chandrashek-
har and Justice Gautam
Ankhad, in connection with
two petitions filed by Mal-
lya. One petition challenges
his designation as a
Fugitive Economic '//"'
Offender under the {
Fugitive Economic
Offenders Act
(FEOA), while the
other contests a
court order formal-
ly declaring him a fugitive.

Senior advocate Amit De-
sai, appearing for Mallya,
referred to Supreme Court
judgments where writ peti-
tions were heard even in the
absence of petitioners. He
submitted that extradition
proceedings against Mallya
are ongoing in the UK and
that his client is aware of
them but is unable to leave
English jurisdiction due to
binding court orders.

The Chief Justice, howev-
er, questioned Mallya’s in-
tent to appear before the
court, observing that he ap-
peared to be relying on UK

court orders without clarify-
ing whether those orders
had been challenged. The
Bench indicated that such
reliance could not be treated
as a blanket justification.

The court directed Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta to
file a response to Mallya’s
affidavit. It also asked Desai
to submit a detailed affidavit
placing on record all state-
ments made during the hear-
ing so that the Union of India
could respond accordingly.

Granting three weeks’
time for further proceed-
ings, the Bench noted that
the petitions have been

pending since 2019

- and remarked that
no sincere efforts
appeared to have
been made for their
early disposal. The
matter is now
scheduled for a
hearing on March 11.

According to the Finance
Ministry, Mallya -- former
promoter of Kingfisher Air-
lines -- is among 15 indi-
viduals declared Fugitive
Economic Offenders as of
October 31, 2025, allegedly
causing losses of thousands
of crores of rupees to Indian
banks.

Earlier, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) submitted
before the court that Mallya
had filed affidavits disput-
ing banks’ claims and was
attempting to turn money
laundering proceedings into
recovery litigation.
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Topofficersbecome
entrepreneurs under
institutional patronage

Islamabad
Pakistan Army suffered
heavy casualties during

counterinsurgency opera-
tions along the volatile Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan border
in the post-9/11 period,
battling Al-Qaeda and
Talibaninsurgents. It was
stated that during the
height of these operations,
some Pakistani army of-
ficers privately expressed
dissatisfaction over pay
disparities, according to a
recent report. The ‘India
Narrative’ report stated
that when US officials
voiced displeasure over
what they described as
the Pakistani army’s dis-
appointing performance,
certain officers com-
plained that insurgent
groups were compensat-
ing their fighters better
than the Pakistani govern-
ment paid its own soldiers.

Extreme heat pushing
Australia’s farms,
wildlife to limits: Study

Canberra
Australia’s record-breaking
heatwave in late January,
with inland temperatures
reaching 50 degrees Celsi-
us, has inflicted severe
damage on agriculture and
wildlife, scientists warn.
Thousands of flying foxes
died in the state of South
Australia, while mango
growers in the state of
Western Australia reported
fruit boiled on trees, ac-
cording to an article pub-
lished on The Conversa-
tion website on Wednes-
day. These increasingly ex-
treme heatwaves now
threaten crops, livestock,
wildlife and ecosystems,
said the article by Owen
Atkin, director of the Agri-
food Innovation Institute,
Australian National Uni-
versity (ANU), and ANU
ecology professor Adri-
enne Nicotra, with two
co-authors.

India-Nepal sign
updated mutual legal
assistance agreement

Kathmandu
India and Nepal have
signed an updated Agree-
ment on Mutual Legal As-
sistance in Criminal Mat-
ters in Kathmandu, ena-
bling the competent au-
thorities of the two coun-
tries to cooperate in crimi-
nal investigations and legal
proceedings. After years of
negotiations, the agree-
ment which was initially
agreed upon at a home
secretary-level meeting in
New Delhiin July last year
was signed, formalising co-
operation to tackle finan-
cial and non-financial
crimes as well as terrorism.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Russia-Ukraine talks end with no breakthrough

US-mediated peace talks in Switzerland took place as Trump suggested it was up to Ukraine & Zelenskiy to ensure talks were successful

TRUMP ENVOYS JUGGLE DUAL
HIGH-STAKES NEGOTIATIONS

GENEVA

Peace negotiations between
Ukraine and Russia conclud-
ed abruptly in Geneva on
Wednesday after lasting only
around two hours, casting
fresh uncertainty over diplo-
matic efforts to end the four-
year-long conflict. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy described the discussions
as difficult and accused Mos-
cow of intentionally delaying
progress toward a final
agreement.

The talks, mediated by the
United States and held in
Switzerland, were seen as a
renewed attempt to revive
stalled diplomatic channels.
However, tensions reportedly
surfaced early during the first
day of negotiations. Writing
on X shortly after the session
concluded, Zelenskiy stated
that Russia appeared to be
dragging out discussions
that, in his view, could al-
ready have reached a con-
cluding phase. His remarks
suggested frustration within
the Ukrainian delegation
over what it perceives as a
lack of genuine commitment
from Moscow to finalize
terms for peace.

-

SUMMARY

Zelenskiy criticises
US pressure for
Ukraine concessions

Says progress made
but positions differ

Russia says further
talks will be held
soon

The diplomatic initiative
comes amid increasing in-
volvement from U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who has
in recent days indicated that
responsibility for the success
of the negotiations rests sig-
nificantly with Ukraine and
its leadership. Trump’s com-
ments have added a new di-
mension to the peace pro-
cess, signaling Washington’s
expectation that Kyiv take
proactive steps to secure an
agreement.

Minutes after Zelenskiy’s
public statement, Russia’s
state news agency RIA con-
firmed that the Geneva ses-
sion had ended. Russia’s
chief negotiator, Vladimir
Medinsky, spoke briefly to
reporters in the hotel lobby

where the talks were con-
ducted. He stated that further
rounds of negotiations would
take place soon but did not
provide a specific timeline.
A Ukrainian official also
confirmed the conclusion of
the talks, noting that they
lasted approximately two
hours. While both sides indi-
cated that dialogue would
continue, Wednesday’s
abrupt ending underscored
the fragile and complex na-
ture of the negotiations.
With no immediate break-
through achieved, the path
toward ending the prolonged
conflict remains uncertain,
as diplomatic efforts face
mounting challenges and
deep-seated mistrust be-
tween the two nations.

WASHINGTON

Even for a U.S. president
long associated with
high-profile deal-making,
President Donald Trump’s
decision to assign his trust-
ed envoys to handle two
complex international nego-
tiations in a single day has
raised eyebrows across dip-
lomatic circles. In Geneva,
U.S. special envoy Steve
Witkoff and Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner were
tasked with shuttling be-
tween discussions on the
Iranian nuclear standoff and
efforts to advance peace
talks related to Russia’s war
in Ukraine.

The back-to-back diplo-
matic engagements have left
many foreign policy observ-
ers questioning whether the
administration’s representa-
tives may be overstretched.
Both negotiations are widely
regarded as among the most

intricate and politically sen-
sitive issues currently facing
Washington. The Iranian nu-
clear file involves delicate
questions about sanctions
relief, uranium enrichment
limits, and international in-
spections, while the Ukraine
conflict centers on territorial
sovereignty, security guaran-
tees, and a fragile ceasefire
process.

Experts argue that each
crisis alone demands sus-
tained focus, technical ex-

pertise, and careful coor-
dination with allies. At-
tempting to manage both
simultaneously, particular-
ly within the tight time-
frame of a single day,
risks diluting attention and
reducing the likelihood of
tangible progress. Critics
suggest that shuttle diplo-
macy of this scale requires
a broader diplomatic infra-
structure rather than reli-
ance on a small circle of
trusted aides.

Lagarde may quit ECB early
to let Macron shape successor

FRANKFURT

President of the European
Central Bank, Christine
Lagarde, is reportedly consid-
ering leaving her post before
the end of her term, accord-
ing to a report published
Wednesday by the Financial
Times.

The move, if confirmed,
could influence the selection
of her successor ahead of
France’s 2027 presidential
election.

Lagarde’s current mandate
at the Frankfurt-based central
bank runs until October 2027.
However, concerns have
emerged in political and fi-
nancial circles that a potential
victory by France’s far-right
in the spring 2027 presiden-
tial race could complicate the
appointment process for the
next ECB president. The head
of the ECB plays a crucial
role in steering monetary pol-
icy for the euro zone, making
the succession decision high-
ly significant for Europe’s
economic stability.

As per agencies, which cit-
ed a person familiar with the
matter, Lagarde has not final-
ized the timing of any early
departure. Nevertheless, she
is reportedly keen for outgo-
ing French President Emman-
uel Macron and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz to
play central roles in deter-
mining her successor. Ma-
cron, constitutionally barred
from seeking a third consec-
utive term, is expected to
leave office in 2027, poten-
tially narrowing the window
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for his influence over key
European appointments.

The prospect of leadership
change at the ECB comes at a
delicate moment for the euro
zone economy, which contin-
ues to navigate inflation pres-
sures, interest rate adjust-
ments, and geopolitical un-
certainties. Any perception of
political maneuvering around
the succession process could
draw scrutiny from member
states and financial markets
alike.

Responding to the report,
an ECB spokesperson empha-
sized that no decision has
been made. President
Lagarde is totally focused on
her mission and has not taken
any decision regarding the
end of her term, the spokes-
person said. While the ECB
has officially dismissed sug-
gestions of an imminent
move, the report has intensi-
fied speculation in Brussels
and other European capitals
about the future leadership of
one of the world’s most influ-
ential central banks.

Ivory Coast weighs Cocoa farm price cut

IVORY COAST

Ivory Coast is considering re-
ducing the guaranteed farm
gate price paid to its cocoa
farmers in a move that could
mirror neighboring Ghana,
according to two senior gov-
ernment sources who spoke to
Reuters.

The discussions come as
the world’s largest cocoa-pro-
ducing nations grapple with a
deepening crisis driven by
volatile global prices and
market uncertainty.

Officials in Abidjan said the
government is evaluating all
available options as it seeks to
stabilize the sector, which
forms the backbone of the
country’s economy and sup-

ports millions of livelihoods.
Ivory Coast and Ghana to-
gether account for more than
60% of global cocoa produc-
tion, giving their pricing deci-
sions significant influence
over the international choco-
late supply chain.

Ghana has already moved
to reduce its farm gate price
by 28.6% for the remainder of
the 2025/2026 main crop sea-
son. The decision was taken
in coordination with Ivorian
authorities as both nations re-
spond to sharply falling glob-
al cocoa prices. The price cuts
are intended to reflect market
realities and prevent large-
scale smuggling of cocoa
beans across borders, which
can occur when significant

price disparities exist between
the two countries.

The potential adjustment in
Ivory Coast underscores the
scale of the challenges facing
cocoa producers. After a peri-
od of record-high prices fu-
eled by supply shortages and
adverse weather, markets
have seen a steep correction.
Governments must now bal-
ance protecting farmer in-
comes with maintaining fi-

nancial sustainability for
state-backed cocoa marketing
boards.

Any reduction in the guaran-
teed price is likely to spark
concern among farmers, many
of whom are already facing ris-
ing input costs and unpredict-
able weather patterns. Howev-
er, officials argue that maintain-
ing alignment with Ghana is
essential to preserving regional
stability in cocoa trade.

As deliberations continue,
industry observers say the fi-
nal decision will have
far-reaching implications not
only for West African produc-
ers but also for global choco-
late manufacturers and con-
sumers navigating fluctuating
commodity markets.

Iran-US agree on nuke guiding principles

TEHRAN

Iran and the United States
have reached an understand-
ing on key guiding principles
in renewed talks aimed at re-
solving their long-running
nuclear dispute, Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araqchi said. How-
ever, he emphasized
that the breakthrough
does not signal that a
final agreement is
imminent.

Speaking to Iranian
media after discus-
sions concluded in Geneva,
Aragqchi described the negoti-
ations as substantive, noting
that multiple proposals had
been exchanged and seriously

Nordic regio

NUUK

Nordic government ministers
are set to convene in Den-
mark on Wednesday to con-
sider granting equal status to
Greenland and two other au-
tonomous territories within a
key regional forum.

The move comes amid
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions following U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s renewed
push to assert control over the
strategically significant Arctic
island.

Denmark, along with its
European partners, has firmly
rejected Trump’s insistence
that Copenhagen should
transfer Greenland to the
United States. In response to
the diplomatic friction, talks
were initiated last month in-
volving Denmark’s capital,
Greenland’s authorities in
Nuuk, and Washington in an
effort to defuse tensions and
maintain stability in the Arctic
region. Wednesday’s discus-
sions will center on updating

the Helsinki Treaty, originally
adopted in 1962 by Finland,
Sweden, Denmark, Iceland
and Norway. The treaty estab-
lished the framework for po-
litical, economic and cultural
cooperation among Nordic
nations. Proposed revisions
would grant full participatory
rights to Denmark’s autono-
mous territories of Greenland
and Faroe Islands, as well as
Finland’s self-governing re-
gion of Aland.

For decades, these territo-
ries have sought equal footing
within the Nordic Council

n seeks deeper ties with Greenland

debated. Different ideas have
been presented, these ideas
have been seriously dis-
cussed, ultimately we've been
able to reach a general agree-
ment on some guiding princi-
ples, he said. Despite this
progress, he cautioned that
significant work re-
mains before a
comprehensive
deal can be final-
ized.

The diplomatic
developments had
an immediate im-
pact on global en-
ergy markets. Oil futures fell
following Araqchi’s remarks,
with the benchmark Brent
crude contract dropping more
than 1%. The market reaction

reflected easing fears of a po-
tential military confrontation
in the Middle East, particular-
ly as Washington has de-
ployed additional naval forces
to the region in recent weeks
to increase pressure on Teh-
ran.

A U.S. official familiar with
the negotiations said that
while progress had been
made, substantial differences
persist. The official, who de-
clined to be identified, indi-
cated that Iran is expected to
submit detailed proposals
within the next two weeks
aimed at narrowing remaining
gaps in the talks. Progress
was made, but there are still a
lot of details to discuss, the
official stated.

framework but have been ex-
cluded from high-level meet-
ings addressing security and
foreign policy issues, includ-
ing discussions related to the
war in Ukraine. Frustration
over this exclusion led Green-
land’s government in 2024 to
boycott certain Nordic coop-
eration formats, underscoring
growing demands for recog-
nition and influence.
Denmark’s Minister for
Nordic Cooperation, Morten
Dahlin, described the poten-
tial treaty revision as a land-
mark development. In a state-

Historical context
of Helsinki Treaty

The autonomous regions
have for decades sought
equal status in the Nor-
dic forum, but were kept
out of meetings focusing
on security and related
matters such as the
war in Ukraing, leading
Greenland’s government
in 2024 to boycott the
format.

ment, he said modernizing the
agreement would represent a
historic step and help fu-
ture-proof Nordic collabora-
tion in a rapidly evolving geo-
political landscape.

Observers note that grant-
ing equal status could
strengthen regional unity at a
time when Arctic security and
sovereignty have gained in-
creased international atten-
tion.

Kremlin denies
secret nuclear
tests with China

MOScow

The Kremlin on Wednesday
firmly denied allegations that
either Russia or China had
conducted secret nuclear tests,
dismissing recent accusations
from the United States. Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
stated that both Moscow and
Beijing have refrained from
carrying out any undisclosed
nuclear detonations.

The remarks came after
Washington accused China
earlier this month of conduct-
ing a covert nuclear test in
2020.

The allegation was made in
the context of renewed U.S.
calls for a broader arms con-
trol agreement that would in-
clude not only Russia but also
China. The United States has
argued that future global se-
curity frameworks must in-
corporate Beijing, given its
growing military capabilities
and expanding nuclear arse-
nal.

Responding to the claims,
Peskov told reporters that ref-
erences to supposed secret
tests were unfounded. We’ve
heard many references to cer-
tain tests.

Both the Russian Federa-
tion and China have been
mentioned in this regard. Nei-
ther the Russian Federation
nor China has conducted any
nuclear tests, he said.

China has also denied the
U.S. accusations, maintaining
that it adheres to international
obligations concerning nucle-
ar activities. Both Russia and
China have historically criti-
cized what they describe as
Washington’s attempts to re-
shape arms control mecha-
nisms in ways that serve U.S.
strategic interests.

The exchange highlights
renewed tensions among ma-
jor powers over nuclear trans-
parency and arms control.
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MBAPPE Demands Ban After

Alleged Racist Slur at Lisbon Clash
~ Vinicius incident sparks anti-racism protocol halt during tense playoff

LISBON

Kylian Mbappe has called for
Benfica winger Gianluca
Prestianni to be banned from
the UEFA Champions League
following allegations that the
Argentine directed a racist
slur at Vinicius Junior during
Real Madrid’s 1-0 win in the
playoff first leg.

The incident occurred
shortly after Vinicius curled
home the decisive goal at the
Estadio da Luz. Television
footage showed Prestianni

covering his mouth with his
shirt before making a com-
ment that Vinicius and nearby
teammates interpreted as rac-
ist. Referee Francois Letexier
halted the match for 11 min-
utes after activating FIFA’s
anti-racism protocol.
Footage appeared to cap-
ture Mbappe confronting
Prestianni, angrily calling him
“a bloody racist.” The atmo-
sphere turned hostile when
play resumed, with Vinicius
and Mbappe loudly booed by
sections of the home crowd.

Despite rising tensions, the
match concluded without fur-
ther interruption.

Mbappe said he heard the
alleged remark more than
once and was ready to walk
off the pitch before Vinicius
persuaded him to continue.
“We cannot accept that there
is a player in Europe’s top
competition who behaves like
this. He doesn’t deserve to
play in the Champions
League anymore,” Mbappe
said. Prestianni denied the ac-
cusation in a social media

post, insisting Vinicius had
misheard him and stating he
“was never racist with any-
one.” He added that he regret-
ted the threats he had received
following the incident.

Vinicius later expressed
frustration online, writing that
“racists are, above all, cow-
ards.” The Brazilian has pre-
viously been subjected to re-
peated racist abuse in Spain.

Real Madrid and Benfica
will meet again for the second
leg at the Santiago Bernabeu
next week.

Twins ace Lopez
likely out for
season with UCL

tear
FORT MYERS

Pablo Lopez, the ace right-
hander for the Minnesota
Twins, is facing a major el-
bow injury that appears likely
to end his 2026 season before
it begins. The club announced
that Lopez has suffered a “sig-
nificant tear” in the ulnar col-
lateral ligament (UCL) of his
right elbow and will probably
need reconstructive Tommy
John surgery.

General manager Jeremy
Zoll told reporters at spring
training that Lopez ended a
bullpen session early yester-
day after experiencing sore-
ness in his throwing elbow,
prompting an MRI that re-
vealed the ligament damage.
A second medical opinion is
expected this week, but the
current outlook points to the
type of surgery that typically
sidelines pitchers for a year or
more.

Lopez, who turns 30 on
March 7, has been Minneso-
ta’s Opening Day starter in
each of the past three seasons
and was slated to pitch for his
native Venezuela in the World
Baseball Classic next month.
He posted a 5-4 record with a
2.74 ERA over 14 starts last
season while battling multiple
injuries. “It’s definitely a
blow,” Zoll said, acknowledg-
ing the setback for both Lopez
and the Twins’ rotation depth.
Without their most depend-
able starter, Minnesota will
turn to fellow right-hander Joe
Ryan as the new ace.
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Dembélé limps
off as PSG edge
Monaco in thriller

MONACO

Ousmane Dembélé’s injury
troubles resurfaced as he was
forced off in the first half of
Paris Saint-Germain’s dramat-
ic 3-2 victory over AS Mona-
co in their UEFA Champions
League playoff first leg.
Dembélé, who had been
doubtful due to a leg problem,
lasted just 26 minutes at the
Stade Louis II. Television
footage showed the Ballon
d’Or winner rubbing the back
of his left calf before pulling
down his sock, raising imme-
diate concerns. He was re-
placed by Désiré Doué,
whose inspired performance
turned the game on its head.
Despite trailing 2-0 when
Dembélé exited, PSG mount-
ed a spirited comeback. Doué
struck twice and played a key
role in the equaliser, helping
the visitors take a slender ad-

vantage into next week’s re-
turn leg in Paris. Right back
Achraf Hakimi also found the
net after goalkeeper Philipp
Kohn parried Doué’s effort
into his path.

Coach Luis Enrique insisted
no risk was taken in starting
Dembélé. “He trained normal-
ly. He took a knock in the first
15 minutes and then couldn’t
run. We’ll have to see if there’s
an injury,” he said.

Doué’s first goal came mo-
ments after Vitinha had his
penalty saved, and he later
sealed the win with a com-
posed finish from a pass by
Warren Zaire-Emery. Mona-
co’s night worsened when
midfielder Aleksandr Golovin
was sent off for a clumsy chal-
lenge. While PSG celebrated
a crucial away win, Dem-
bélé’s fitness remains a
pressing concern ahead of the
decisive second leg.

Woods hints at
Masters return,
weighs Ryder
Cup captaincy

LOS ANGELES

Tiger Woods has opened the
door to a possible return at
the Masters in April and con-
firmed he is considering serv-
ing as U.S. captain for the
2027 Ryder Cup, even as he
continues to battle signifi-
cant physical setbacks.

Speaking at Riviera
Country Club, where he is
host of the Genesis Invita-
tional, Woods said he
would not rule out compet-
ing at Masters Tournament
this year.

“I’'m trying. Put it that
way,” said Woods, who re-
cently turned 50. “The disc
replacement has been one
thing. I’ve had a fused back
and now a disc replacement,
so it’s challenging.”

The 15-time major champi-
on has played sparingly in
recent seasons following a
2021 car crash that severely
injured his right leg, along
with subsequent Achilles and
back surgeries.

While he reiterated he
would not use a golf cart on
the PGA Tour, he acknowl-
edged that competing on the
Champions Tour — now that
he is eligible — remains an
option.

Beyond his playing future,
Woods’ schedule is increas-
ingly occupied off the course.
As chair of the PGA Tour’s
Future Competitions Com-
mittee, he is helping shape a
revamped calendar expected
to roll out fully by 2028.

Woods also revealed he has
been approached about cap-
taining the United States at
the Ryder Cup in Ireland in
2027.

“They’ve asked me for my
input,” Woods said. “I hav-
en’t made my decision yet.
I’m trying to figure out if [
can do Team USA justice
with my time.”

Though he is not compet-
ing this week at Riviera,
Woods said his competitive
drive remains intact — and
Augusta National is not yet
off the table.

CARLOS ALCARAZ battles past
Rinderknech to advance in Doha

‘\\W DN

DOHA

Carlos Alcaraz

| made a win-
ning return to
the tour fol-
lowing his
Australian Open
triumph, defeat-
ing France’s Ar-
thur Rinderknech
6-4, 7-6(7/5) in

sure. Alcaraz secured the first set
with a crucial break in the fifth
game but faced stern resistance in
the second.

Serving to force a tie-break, the
Spaniard had to save two break
points before holding firm. In the
en -

suing tie-break, he pro-
duced a stunning fore-

»  hand winner down the

\ /

line on match point to
seal victory.

. the opening “It was really diffi-
round of the Qa- cult. Arthur is a dan-
tar Open. J gerous player. Nobody
The world wants to face him in the
number first round,” Alcaraz said.

one, “I’m happy that I stayed
calm and positive and played
great tennis in the key mo-

ments.”

' who

RS

recently
became the youngest
man to complete a
career Grand Slam
with his victory in
Melbourne, was
pushed hard by
the 30th-ranked
Rinderknech in a
contest that test-
ed his compo-

IRERTTTE

Alcaraz will next face another
Frenchman, 60th-ranked Valentin
Royer, as he looks to improve on
last year’s quarter-final finish in
Doha. Elsewhere, Russian star An-
drey Rublev advanced with a
straight-sets win over Jesper De
Jong. Seventh seed Karen Khacha-
nov battled past Shintaro Mo-
chizuki, while Stefanos Tsitsipas
set up a clash with 2023 champion
Daniil Medvedev.

Alcaraz’s chief rival Jannik Sin-
ner sits on the opposite side of the
draw, raising the prospect of an-
other blockbuster showdown later
in the tournament.

Frostad wins ig air gld in
Olympic thriller for ages

LIVIGNO,
ITALY

Tormod Frostad delivered a
groundbreaking performance to
win Olympic men’s big air
gold, edging American Mac
Forehand in what athletes
called one of the greatest finals
ever staged at the 2026 Winter
Olympics. Frostad clinched
victory by executing a daring
and innovative “nose butter”
variation on all three of his
jumps, finishing with 195.50
points to Forehand’s 193.25 in
a contest where scores neared
the 200-point maximum.

The 23-year-old Norwegian
led much of the 12-man final
before Forehand surged ahead
with a spectacular penultimate
jump, flipping the standings
and piling pressure onto Frost-
ad’s final run. Facing the most
critical leap of his career, Frost-
ad responded with a flawlessly

executed trick that earned a
decisive 98.50 from the judges.

“Yeah, I didn’t really care
because 1 was already super
happy,” Frostad said. “I could
ski the last run with joy and
just deliver a fun trick.”

While Forehand showcased
high-difficulty spins and flips
— including a maneuver he
had never previously landed —
Frostad pushed the sport’s pro-
gression in a different direc-
tion. Instead of launching back-
ward off the ramp, he spun
forward, defying convention
and introducing a variation
rarely, if ever, seen in big air
competition. American Konnor
Ralph attempted the first tri-
ple-cork 2160 — six full spins
— in Olympic big air history,
landing it to finish fifth, just
behind teammate Troy Podmil-
sak. Defending champion Birk
Ruud placed eighth after two
crashes.

Koenen claims record eighth
Summit League weekly honor

FARGO

Avery Koenen added another
accolade to her remarkable
season, earning her eighth
Summit League Peak Perform-
er of the Week award and set-
ting a new conference sin-
gle-season record.

The Summit League an-
nounced the honor after
Koenen powered North Dako-
ta State Bison to a dominant
87-51 victory over in-state ri-
val North Dakota Fighting
Hawks last week.

With the recognition,
Koenen surpassed former Oral
Roberts Golden Eagles stand-
out Kevi Luper, who held the
previous mark with seven
weekly awards during the
2009-10 season.

In the lone game of the
week, Koenen delivered one
of her finest performances of
the year. The junior forward
poured in a season-high 29

points while grabbing a game-
best 13 rebounds. She also re-
corded a career-high four
blocks, showcasing her impact
on both ends of the floor. The
outing marked her 17th dou-
ble-double of the season, tying
her for third-most nationally.

Koenen’s consistency has
fueled one of the most impres-
sive campaigns in program
history. The Bison improved to
23-2 overall and remain un-
beaten at 12-0 in league play.
North Dakota State is riding a
21-game winning streak, posi-
tioning itself as a clear favorite
heading into the postseason.

Her dominance has become
a weekly storyline across the
conference, with Koenen
emerging as both a scoring
force and defensive anchor. As
the regular season winds
down, the Bison will look to
extend their streak when they
host St. Thomas on Thursday
evening at 7 p.m.

Lochner steers Germany to dominant
Olympic two -man bobsled sweep

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO

Johannes Lochner led a com-
manding German sweep of
the Olympic two-man bob-
sled medals, capturing gold at
the 2026 Winter Olympics in
what he called the penulti-
mate race of his international
career.

Teaming with Georg Fleis-
chhauer, Lochner completed
the four-run competition in 3
minutes, 39.70 seconds —
sealing victory by a massive
1.34-second margin, the larg-
est in Olympic two-man bob-
sledding in 46 years.

It marked Lochner’s third
career Olympic medal and his
first gold.

Germany’s dominance was
emphatic. Francesco Fried-
rich, a double gold medalist
in both two- and four-man at
the previous two Winter
Games, partnered with Alex-
ander Schuller to claim silver

in 3:41.04. Adam Ammour
and Alexander Schaller se-
cured bronze in 3:41.52, com-
pleting the podium sweep.
The result underscored
Germany’s extraordinary sea-
son. Of the 24 medals avail-
able in two-man bobsled
across the World Cup circuit
and these Olympics, German
sleds captured 23 — includ-

ing every Olympic medal on
offer.

For the United States,
opening ceremony flagbearer
Frank Del Duca and brake-
man Josh Williamson fin-
ished fourth in 3:41.96.

The result matched the sec-
ond-best American two-man
Olympic finish in seven de-
cades, trailing only the silver
won by Steven Holcomb and
Steven Langton in 2014.

Romania’s Mihai Tentea
and George lordache placed
fifth, equaling their nation’s
best Olympic two-man show-
ing since 1972.

Germany also swept the
podium at the 2022 Beijing
Games and has now won 34
of 35 major two-man races —
spanning World Cups, world
championships and Olympics
— in this four-year cycle, ce-
menting its status as the
sport’s undisputed power-
house.

Liu surges
into medal
contention as
US teammates
falter

MILAN

Alysa Liu positioned her-
self squarely in the hunt
for Olympic gold, deliver-
ing a poised and powerful
short program at the 2026
Winter Olympics while her
U.S. teammates stumbled.
The reigning world
champion executed the
most difficult combination
attempted in the women’s
field — a triple lutz-triple
loop — to finish just two
points behind Japan’s lead-
er Ami Nakai. Liu sits
third overall, directly be-
hind two-time world
champion Kaori Sakamoto
heading into Thursday’s
free skate. “I felt super
grounded and connected
with my program on an-
other level,” Liu said after
a performance buoyed by
the presence of
family mem-
bers in the ‘4a
crowd. [ A=

w
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Meta’s Zuckerberg
faces questioning at
youth addiction trial

Los Angeles
Meta Platforms CEO and
billionaire Facebook found-
er Mark Zuckerberg is set
to be questioned for the
first time ina U.S. court on
Wednesday about Insta-
gram’s effect on the men-
tal health of young users,
as a landmark trial over
youth social media addic-
tion continues. While Zuck-
erberg has previously testi-
fied on the subject before
Congress, the stakes are
higher at the jury trial in Los
Angeles, California. Meta
may have to pay damages
if it loses the case, and the
verdict could erode Big
Tech’s longstanding legal
defense against claims of
user harm.

Bayer retreats as
investors sour on deal to
settle Roundup litigation

Frankfurt
Bayer’s shares slumped as
much as 9.2% on Wednes-
day, wiping out the previ-
ous day’s gains, as inves-
tors questioned whether a
proposed $7.25 billion set-
tlement of cancer lawsuits
over its Roundup weedkill-
er would mark a decisive
turnaround. The German
pharmaceuticals and crop
protection group said it
had reached an agreement
to resolve tens of thou-
sands of current and future
product liability claims, af-
ter years grappling with le-
gal risks tied to Roundup,
acquired in the 2018 takeo-
ver of Monsanto.

US stock futures trend
higher as tech
sentiment improves

Washintong
U.S. stock index futures
gained on Wednesday as
tech stocks advanced re-
flecting easing Al concerns,
while investors awaited
minutes from the Federal
Reserve’s most recent poli-
cy meeting for clues on the
interest-rate outlook. Mar-
kets have been volatile,
with the S&P 500 ending
0.19% higher after falling as
much as 0.9% early in the
session. The Nasdag and
the Dow also saw similar
reversals. Wall Street’s
main indexes have been
rocked this month by wor-
ries of disruption from rap-
idly improving Al tools that
hit sectors from software
to trucking. Broader Al-
linked and megacap tech-
nology stocks had also lost
ground as investors looked
for stronger evidence the
heavy investments in the
technology were tangibly
boosting revenue and prof-
its. On Wednesday, most
megacap and growth
stocks rose in premarket
trading. Nvidia was up 1.9%
after the company said it
had signed a multi-year
deal to sell Meta Platforms
millions of its current and
future Al chips. Other meg-
acaps also advanced.
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a’s next decade of growth: Pichai

India is uniquely positioned to benefit from the Al revolution due to its scale, digital infrastructure and talent base

Ex-min defends India Al
Summit amid controversy

® Continued from page 1

NEW DELHI

Sundar Pichai, CEO of Alpha-
bet Inc. and Google, on
Wednesday said India stands
at the beginning of a major
technological transformation,
with artificial intelligence set
to play a defining role in
shaping the country’s future.

Speaking at an event,
Pichai described the present
period as a transformational
moment, signalling the start
of what he termed a de-
cade-long shift powered by
technology, innovation and
large-scale Al adoption.

He emphasised that India is
uniquely positioned to benefit
from the Al revolution due to
its scale, digital infrastructure
and talent base. However, he
cautioned that this opportuni-
ty also carries responsibility.
According to Pichai, sus-
tained investments in Al re-
search and broad-based de-
ployment across sectors will
be essential to ensure long-

term impact. He stressed the
importance of building strong
foundational layers of Al so
that its benefits extend across
industries and reach every
segment of society.
Highlighting India’s rapid
digital progress, Pichai noted
that Indian users rank among
the highest globally in adopt-
ing voice-based and im-
age-based search technolo-
gies. This, he said, reflects the
country’s readiness to em-
brace innovation at scale. He
also pointed out that India has
emerged as one of the largest
markets for Gemini, Google’s

Al-powered platform, under-
lining the growing integration
of Al tools into everyday dig-
ital experiences.

Focusing on the future
workforce, Pichai under-
scored the need to prepare
students for a technolo-
gy-driven era. Alphabet is
partnering with Atal Tinker-
ing Labs to introduce robotics
and coding into classrooms,
aiming to foster creativity, in-
novation and problem-solving
skills among schoolchildren
from an early stage.

Earlier in the day, Pichai
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to discuss India’s ex-
panding Al ecosystem and
potential collaboration oppor-
tunities. He reiterated that
Google is embedding Al
across healthcare, agriculture,
startups and other critical sec-
tors. Pichai concluded that
with the right policies and in-
vestments, artificial intelli-
gence can serve as a powerful
engine for inclusive growth
and sustained transformation
in India.

FedEx to invest Rs 2,500 cr in cargo hub

NAVI MUMBAI

Express transportation major
FedEx on Wednesday an-
nounced an investment of over
Rs 2,500 crore to set up a fully
automated cargo hub at the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport in partnership with the
Adani Group. The proposed
300,000 sq. ft. facility will be
developed in collaboration
with Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd. (AAHL) and is envi-
sioned as a regional consolida-
tion and redistribution hub.

According to a company
statement, the long-term in-
vestment aims to leverage the
airport’s multimodal infra-
structure and strengthen West-
ern India’s international trade
corridor. Once operational,
the facility is expected to gen-
erate more than 6,000 direct
and indirect employment op-
portunities across logistics,
warehousing, transportation
and allied services.

The ground-breaking cere-
mony was held at the cargo
terminal site in the presence
of Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis,
AAHL Director Jeet Adani,
FedEx President and CEO Raj

oy s
.
3

Subramaniam, and FedEx
CEOQ, Airline and COOQ, Inter-
national, Richard Smith.
Speaking on the occasion,
Jeet Adani said the develop-
ment aligns with NMIA’s
long-term vision of building
integrated infrastructure that
enhances India’s trade com-
petitiveness. He highlighted
the airport’s proximity to the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port, key
industrial corridors and mul-
timodal transport networks,
positioning it as a strategic
logistics gateway for Maha-
rashtra and the country.
FedEx MEISA President
Kami Viswanathan stated that
India’s global trade competi-
tiveness increasingly depends
on the reliability and speed of
logistics infrastructure. Estab-
lishing the hub at NMIA will
integrate FedEx’s global net-
work capabilities with India’s

fastest-growing trade corridor,
offering enhanced speed, effi-
ciency and predictability to
customers.

The facility will be
equipped with advanced auto-
mated sorting systems, di-
mensional scanning, high-
speed screening technology
and dedicated aircraft parking
bays. It will support trade
flows across Southeast Asia,
West Asia, Europe and the
United States, while enabling
simultaneous processing of
inbound and outbound ship-
ments. The hub is expected to
significantly benefit high-val-
ue and time-sensitive sectors
such as electronics, pharma-
ceuticals, engineering goods
and perishables, while also
strengthening export-import
operations for MSMEs
through lower logistics costs
and faster turnaround times.

Liquor maker Radico Khaitan’s
COO Amar Sinha steps down

NEW DELHI

Liquor maker Radico Khai-
tan's Chief Operating Officer
Amar Sinha has stepped down
from his post due to personal
reasons, joining Allied Blend-
ers & Distillers as its new
Managing Director. Sinha had
previously served as Execu-
tive Director and CEO of
BDA (now Allied Blenders &
Distillers Ltd).

I hereby tender my resigna-
tion from the position of
Chief Operating Officer of
Radico Khaitan Limited due
to personal reasons. I would
like to be relieved from my
responsibilities by 31 March

2026, he said in his resigna-
tion letter.

Sinha had joined Radico
Khaitan in March 2017 as
Chief Operating Officer.

It has been a privilege to
serve in this capacity and con-
tribute to the Company's
growth journey, he added.

I take this opportunity to
express my heartfelt gratitude
to the Board and my col-
leagues across the organisa-
tion for their support, collab-
oration, and trust during my
tenure, Sinha said.

Last May, Radico Khaitan
announced the withdrawal of
its newly launched whisky
brand ‘Trikal” after facing se-

vere backlash over the brand’s
name and imagery, which
many claimed hurt religious
sentiments.

In an official statement
shared with TANS, the com-
pany had said it respects the
voices of Indian citizens and,
as a responsible organisation,
has chosen to discontinue the
brand following an internal
review.

'Trikal' was never just a
name -- it was intended as a
tribute to India’s timeless
spirit, the company said,
while explaining that the term
comes from Sanskrit and re-
fers to the past, present, and
future.

NEW DELHI

Amid the uproar over al-
leged mismanagement and
chaos at the ongoing India
Al Summit at Bharat Man-
dapam, former Information
Technology minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Wednes-
day mounted a strong de-
fence of what he described
as the largest ever Artificial
Intelligence congregation
hosted by India.

The summit, held at the
iconic Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi, brought togeth-
er technology giants, policy-
makers, industry leaders and
innovators from across the
globe for extensive deliber-
ations on Artificial Intelli-
gence and deep-tech ad-
vancements.

Chandrasekhar drew com-
parisons between Al sum-
mits conducted in India and
those organised in Europe
and other regions over the
past two years. He under-
scored the scale and intensi-
ty of participation at the In-

dia AI Impact Summit 2026,
stating that the event had
already attracted reported
attendance of over 300,000
participants. In contrast, he
noted that previous summits
elsewhere recorded partici-
pation only in the hundreds
or a few thousands.
According to data shared
by him, an Al Summit at
Bletchley Park in the United
Kingdom in November
2023 saw attendance in the
hundreds. Similarly, a sum-
mit in Seoul, South Korea,
in May 2024 witnessed lim-
ited participation, much of it
through hybrid formats. An-
other gathering in Paris,
France, in February 2025
drew a few thousand Al ex-
perts and enthusiasts, mark-
ing moderate engagement

compared to India’s scale.
He argued that the un-
precedented turnout in India
may have contributed to lo-
gistical challenges at the
venue. Chandrasekhar
maintained that the summit
demonstrated India’s grow-
ing stature in the global
technology ecosystem and
showcased its ability to har-
ness innovation for the ben-
efit of its 1.4 crore citizens.
However, the first-of-its-
kind Al Summit also pro-
vided the Opposition with
an opportunity to criticise
the government, accusing it
of inept and inefficient man-
agement. The controversy
gained traction on social
media, with netizens ex-
pressing mixed reactions.
The Congress party
launched a sharp attack, al-
leging that Artificial Intelli-
gence, instead of being the
highlight of the event, be-
came a victim of a PR-hun-
gry government, intensify-
ing the political debate sur-
rounding the summit.

Report criticises silence
on China cyber attacks

BEIJING

The Australian Strategic Pol-
icy Institute has warned that
the failure of major technolo-
gy firms to publicly attribute
cyber attacks to China under-
mines global deterrence,
leaves citizens underinformed
and reduces pressure on gov-
ernments to respond effective-
ly to mounting digital threats.

In a new report, the institute
criticised US cybersecurity
firm Palo Alto Networks for
not explicitly naming China
in relation to a recent cyber
campaign. According to the
report, such restraint may
stem from concerns about po-
tential retaliation against the
company or its clients, as well
as broader commercial con-
siderations such as market
access and business interests
in China.

The think tank observed
that many technology compa-
nies avoid directly attributing
cyber activities to China due
to fears of economic conse-
quences. It contrasted the ap-
proaches of Palo Alto Net-
works and Google, noting that
while one firm issued a gener-
ic warning about a global es-
pionage campaign, the other
publicly identified China as
the leading source of cyber
threats by volume.

Google’s Threat Intelligence
Group has stated that China
leads global cyber threat cam-
paigns, including operations
targeting defence suppliers and
advanced technologies such as
drones and uncrewed systems.
The report highlighted this
transparency as a model for
industry conduct, arguing that
clear attribution strengthens

India-Spain relations will
continue to strengthen: Sanchez

NEW DELHI

Spanish President Pedro San-
chez on Wednesday noted the
excellent state of relations be-
tween Spain and India, stating
after meeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi
that they will continue to
strengthen in the coming times.

Alongside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, I have noted
the excellent state of relations
between Spain and India,
which we will continue to
strengthen. I have congratu-
lated him on the organisation
of the Summit on the Impact
of Artificial Intelligence. We
share the need to continue
taking steps towards an Al
that puts people at the centre,
he posted on X after meeting
PM Modi.

This is Sanchez's second
visit to India in 15 months, fol-
lowing his visit in October
2024, as both countries are
marking 2026 as the In-
dia-Spain Year of culture, tour-
ism and Artificial Intelligence
(AI). The Spain-India Dual
Year has Artificial Intelligence
as one of its main themes.

During their meeting on
Wednesday, both leaders dis-
cussed ways to boost the In-
dia-Spain friendship, espe-
cially in areas such as de-
fence, security, technology
and more.

Had a productive meeting
with President Pedro Sanchez
in Delhi. Discussed ways to
boost the India-Spain friend-
ship, especially in areas such
as defence, security, technol-
ogy and more. Our nations are

marking 2026 as the In-
dia-Spain Year of Culture,
Tourism and AIl. This will
deepen people-to-people link-
ages. Glad to see a big dele-
gation of Universities also
come to India. This too will
go a long way in connecting
our people, PM Modi posted
on X after the meeting.

The historic FTA with the
EU will have a very positive
impact on the economic part-
nership with Spain and provide
new opportunities to the people
of our nations, he added.

President Sanchez arrived
in the national capital earlier
in the day to attend the Al Im-
pact Summit 2026, a global
platform focusing on the
transformative role of artifi-
cial intelligence across indus-
tries and governance.
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Think tank says avoiding
attribution weakens
deterrence against
China-linked cyber

threats.

public awareness and policy
responses.

The institute stressed that
without stronger cooperation
between Western govern-
ments and industry, economic
dependence on China could
continue to outweigh security
considerations. It warned that
both governments and corpo-
rations risk treating their rela-
tionships with China as too
big to fail, thereby tolerating
security threats for fear of fi-
nancial repercussions.

Calling for a patriotic part-
nership between governments
and private firms, the report
urged policymakers to create
incentives that reward trans-
parency and evidence-based
attribution. Suggested mea-
sures include enhancing repu-
tational capital and granting
exclusive market access to
firms that demonstrate open-
ness about cyber threats.

The think tank also pointed
to the three AUKUS nations
as potential leaders in this ef-
fort, suggesting coordinated
public policies to address
commercial vulnerabilities
linked to operations in China
and to strengthen collective
cybersecurity resilience.

India-UK join hands
to launch Offshore
Wind Taskforce

NEW DELHI

New and Renewable Energy
Minister Pralhad Joshi and the
UK's Deputy Prime Minister
David Lammy launched the
India-UK Offshore Wind Task-
force. British High Commis-
sioner to India Lindy Cameron
was also present on the occa-
sion. Describing the India—UK
Offshore Wind Taskforce as a
working mechanism rather than
a symbolic platform, Joshi said
it has been constituted under
Vision 2035 and the Fourth En-
ergy Dialogue to provide stra-
tegic leadership and coordina-
tion for India’s offshore wind
ecosystem. While the United
Kingdom has demonstrated
global leadership in scaling off-
shore wind and developing ma-
ture supply chains, India brings
scale, long-term demand and a
rapidly expanding clean energy
ecosystem, he observed. Call-
ing the Taskforce a trustforce,
Joshi said it reflects the confi-
dence that India and the United
Kingdom can work together to
address real execution chal-
lenges. He urged that the plat-
form deliver time-bound work-
streams, measurable milestones
and visible progress, convert-
ing global lessons into solu-
tions tailored to Indian condi-
tions. He outlined three practi-
cal pillars for cooperation:
ecosystem planning and market
design, including refined sea-
bed leasing frameworks and
credible revenue-certainty
mechanisms; infrastructure and
supply chains, including port
modernisation, local manufac-
turing and specialised vessels;
and financing and risk mitiga-
tion through blended finance
structures and mobilisation of
long-term institutional capital.

Guj Budget cover features Warli art, Kansari Devi

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government on
Wednesday unveiled an
eye-catching cover for the
2026-27 state budget, featur-
ing the tribal Goddess Kansa-
ri Devi rendered in the tradi-
tional Warli art style. The
budget cover was approved
by State Finance Minister
Kanu Desai, who is set to
present the state budget for
the fifth consecutive year.

Kansari Devi is venerated
among tribal communities in
Gujarat as a Goddess of pros-
perity. Traditionally, she is
worshipped during weddings,
the first harvest of new crops,
and other auspicious house-
hold occasions.

Kansari Devi is considered
the tribal equivalent of Moth-

er Annapurna. Her worship
ensures abundance, wealth,
and happiness. She is the
foundational Goddess of pros-
perity for tribal people, and
her blessings are sought for
well-being and success, the
state government stated.
Warli art, with a history of

approximately 1,200 years,
originates from the Warli
community in South Gujarat’s
Valsad district and neighbour-
ing Thane district in Maha-
rashtra.

The art form is distin-
guished by white patterns ap-
plied using a paste of rice
flour and water, traditionally
created by women on walls.

The paintings typically de-
pict daily life, community cel-
ebrations, agricultural activi-
ties, rituals, and nature.

Common motifs include
dancing figures, women
drawing water, herdsmen, do-
mestic chores, and scenes of
worship and festivals. Wild
animals, birds, insects, and
deities such as Nagadev, Pan-
chora Dev, Indra Dev, Wagh
Dev, and Kansari Devi also

feature prominently.

In addition to white rice
paste, natural pigments such as
vermilion, red, black, honey,
and charcoal are used to high-
light details. Geometric shapes
including triangles, circles,
and squares along with lines,
are frequently employed to
structure the designs.

Warli art, despite its long
history, faces challenges due
to modernisation and changes
in tribal life. Featuring it on
the budget cover is an effort
to preserve this traditional art
form and keep it visible in
public culture, an official
said. The Warli artwork on
this year’s budget cover was
created by Bina Hasmukh Pa-
tel, who has contributed to
Gujarat’s budget documents
for the past four years.
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Plans won’t change despite
mini-collapses: Kotak

India to persist with aggresswe approach despite recent batting stumbles

AHMEDABAD

India batting coach Sitanshu
Kotak has made it clear that
the defending champions will
not deviate from their aggres-
sive blueprint in the ongoing
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup,
despite a few stop-start per-
formances in the league stage.

India have experienced
brief collapses in multiple
matches. Against the USA in
Mumbai, they slipped from
45/2 to 77/6. In Delhi versus
Namibia, a strong platform of
205/5 turned into 205/9 in the
death overs. Even in the
high-voltage clash against Pa-
kistan in Colombo, momen-
tum dipped after Ishan Kis-
han’s dismissal, with Tilak

Varma and Hardik Pandya
falling in quick succession.
However, Kotak backed the
batters to stay fearless ahead
of their final league fixture
against the Netherlands at the
Narendra Modi Stadium.
“Playing aggressive cricket
is important. But because of a
couple of failures, plans won’t
change. Plans change accord-
ing to the situation,” Kotak

said. “It doesn’t matter
whether someone has scored
runs in the last two innings or
not. What the team needs in
those conditions is more im-
portant.” He cited skipper
Suryakumar Yadav’s mea-
sured knock against the USA
as an example of situational
awareness within an attacking
framework. Kotak also de-
fended Tilak Varma, who
managed 25 off 24 balls
against Pakistan, stating
that the left-hander ex-
ecuted the team’s
plan to consolidate
after an early
wicket.
“Sometimes if a
couple of boundar-
ies don’t come,

PACERS FIRE UP INDIA

WOMEN FOR SERIES PUSH

CANBERRA

overs. Fellow pacer Renuka Singh

Buoyed by a clinical bowling show in the
rain-curtailed opener, Harmanpreet

complemented her brilliantly with
two tight wickets, giving India a
rare pace-driven edge in condi-

Kaur’s India will look to seal the three-
match T20I series against Australia when
the sides clash in the second game here
on Thursday.
The visi-
. tors rode
; on a

tions that demanded discipline.
Traditionally reliant on spin
through Deepti Sharma and
Shree Charani, India
would be heartened by
the six wickets shared
by their quicks — a
significant boost
ahead of the Wom-
en’s T20 World
Cup in England lat-
er this year.

- p—

from seamer
Arundhati
Reddy,
w hose
four-wicket
burst dis-
mantled the
__/ Australian
. line-up and
restricted the
hosts to 133

_“ after they

failed to bat

out their 20
\ w7 W

With rain

ery
spell

India eye
unassailable lead
after commanding

rain-hit series
opener.

der.

in Sydney forcing a result via the Duck-
worth-Lewis system, only openers Smri-
ti Mandhana and Shafali Verma spent
meaningful time at the crease. However,
given the core group’s recent match ex-
posure in the Women’s Premier League,
the think tank remains confident about
the batting unit’s readiness. Jemimah Ro-

people see it differently. But
we were focused on partner-
ships,” he said.

Looking ahead, Kotak
stressed that India will not
treat the Netherlands clash
lightly, especially with a cru-
cial game against South Afri-
ca and potentially the final
scheduled in Ahmedabad.
“Momentum is important. We

will play with the
same intent,” he
e added.
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drigues, who has tormented Australia in
the past, adds solidity in the middle or-

Australia, under new skipper Sophie
Molineux, will be desperate to bounce
back and level the series.

Their star-studded top order featuring

Beth Mooney, Ellyse Perry and Ashleigh

year.

Gardner faltered badly in the opener,
with six batters dismissed for single dig-
its. For India, clinching the T20I rubber
against the world’s most successful side
would not only provide momentum but
also serve as an ideal dress rehearsal
ahead of the global showpiece later this

J&K storm into maiden
Ranji Trophy final

KALYANI

Jammu and Kashmir created
history by entering the Ranji
Trophy final for the first time
in 67 years, defeating two-
time champions Bengal crick-
et team by six wickets on day
four of the semifinal on
Wednesday.

Chasing a modest 126 at
the Bengal Cricket Academy
Ground, J&K completed the
task in 34.4 overs. Vanshaj
Sharma remained unbeaten on
43, while Abdul Samad
chipped in with an uncon-
quered 30 as the duo stitched
a crucial 55-run partnership to
guide the visitors home.

The foundation for the vic-
tory was laid by pace spear-
head Auqib Nabi, who
claimed nine wickets in the
match to dismantle Bengal’s
batting across both innings.
Bengal, after posting 328 in
their first innings, were bun-
dled out for just 99 in 25.1
overs in the second, setting up
a manageable target.

Jammu and Kashmir, who
made their debut in the Ranji

Trophy in the 1959-60 season,
had rarely been considered
title contenders. Their previ-
ous best came in 2013-14
when they reached the knock-
out stage after over a decade.
This time, however, they went
a step further to script an un-
precedented chapter in their
cricketing journey.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah congratulated the team,
praising the players, coaches
and support staff for their
dedication and collective ef-
fort. “On my behalf, and on
behalf of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, I extend
heartfelt congratulations. I
hope the day is not far when
we will see players from J&K
playing a very important role
in the national team,” he said.

Calling it a triumph of
teamwork, Abdullah added
that the achievement would
inspire young sportspersons
across the Union Territory
and reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to
strengthening sports infra-
structure and nurturing
emerging talent.

Pakistan hockey captain blasts PHF
after Australia tour fiasco

LAHORE

Pakistan hockey captain Sha-
keel Ammad Butt has sharply
criticised the Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF) following
what he described as a humil-
iating and chaotic tour of
Australia during the FIH Pro
League.

Speaking to reporters upon
arrival at Lahore airport, Butt
alleged gross mismanagement
by federation officials, claim-
ing players were left stranded
and without proper accommo-
dation during the tour.

“We can’t work with this
current management. When
players have to clean the
kitchen and wash dishes be-
fore going to play a match,
what result do you expect
from us?”” an angry Butt said.

According to the captain,

the team waited 13-14 hours
at Sydney airport before trav-
elling to Canberra. Matters
worsened when the squad
reached their hotel, only to be
informed that no advance
payment had been made and
no booking existed in their
name. The players reportedly
spent hours roaming the
streets before alternative ar-
rangements were made.

“What was pathetic was
that accommodation was ar-
ranged for only 10 days when
we had to stay 13 days. We
had to move into a cheaper
residence after that,” Butt
added.

The controversy deepened
after the state-run Pakistan
Sports Board confirmed it had
released over 10 million ru-
pees to the PHF for the team’s
hotel expenses.

Tough road for Associates,
says Scotland CEO Lindblade

MUMBAI

The packed international
cricket calendar has made it
“really tough” for Associate
nations to secure meaningful
exposure against established
sides, Cricket Scotland chief
executive Trudy Lindblade
said, urging greater unity
among emerging members.
Scotland were not part of
the original 20-team roster for
the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup but earned a late entry
after Bangladesh declined to

tour India. Placed in Group .

C, the Scots finished third
with one win from four
matches, bowing out after
a defeat to Nepal.
Lindblade stressed
that limited access
to regular fixtures g
remains a key &
hurdle. “It is re- 4
ally tough be-
cause that |/
crowded ;28

Ukraine condemns
decision to restore
Russian,

Belarusian flags
KYIV

Ukraine has strongly criti-
cised

the de-

cision to

allow

Russian and Be-
larusian athletes — ~
to compete under  S¢
their national flags
at the 2026 Mi-
lan-Cortina
Paralympics, call-
ing it “outrageous”
and a betrayal of \ A
sporting values. Y

~

The International *
Paralympic Commit-
tee (IPC) confirmed that
six Russian and four Belar-
usian athletes will be permit-
ted to participate under their
own flags, rather than as neu-
tral competitors. The move
effectively overturns restric-
tions imposed following Rus-
sia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Sports Minister
Matviy Bidny condemned the
decision in a sharply worded
statement. “The decision to
allow killers and their accom-
plices to compete under na-
tional flags is both disappoint-
ing and outrageous,” he wrote
on social media. He added
that Russian and Belarusian
flags “have no place at inter-
national sporting events that
stand for fairness, integrity
and respect.”

Under the allocation, Russia
has been awarded two quota
places each in alpine skiing,
cross-country skiing and
snowboarding, while Belarus
will have four athletes in
cross-country skiing at the
2026 Winter Paralympics.

schedule is making it harder
for us to get more content. We
need to work collectively,”
she said, highlight-
ing the need for a
consolidated
front among
Associate
members with-
in the Interna-
tional Cricket
Council structure.
While matches
against heavyweights
such as England cricket team
and Australia national
cricket team are valu-
able, Lindblade said a
\ broader mix of com-
| petitive fixtures
1 would better aid de-

don’t always
&= have to play
k8 the En-
glands and
Australias
= of the

\ world. A

Associate
nations seek
regular fixtures,
united push for
global
growth.

variety of opposition helps
improve our cricket,” she not-
ed.
She also pointed to new
opportunities, includ-
ing the upcoming Eu-
ropean T20 Premier
League, where Scot-
land are founding
partners alongside
Ireland and the Neth-
erlands. The league,
she said, represents an
exciting step in strengthen-
ing Europe’s cricketing foot-
print.

On Scotland’s late inclu-
sion in the World Cup, Lind-
blade rejected suggestions of
unfairness. “I wouldn’t say
it’s unfair. I’d take it as an op-
portunity,” she said, adding
that the team embraced the
challenge with a fearless
mindset.

“We showed the might and
fight of Scotland,” she said,
expressing pride in the team’s
spirited campaign.

Ravindra rediscovers touch as
New Zealand enter Super 8s

CHENNAI

Rachin Ravindra admit-
ted that chasing runs too
hard only complicates
matters as he returned to
form with a composed
unbeaten 59 to guide
New Zealand national
cricket team into the Su-
per 8s of the T20 World
Cup with a win over
Canada on Tuesday.
After an underwhelm-
ing start to the tourna-
ment across India and
Sri Lanka — including
illness in Mumbai and a
string of low scores —
the left-hander found his
rhythm at the right
time. His
mea-

sured knock, anchored
by a crucial partnership
with Glenn Phillips, en-
sured New Zealand
chased down the target
comfortably.

“It obviously means a
lot. You always want to
score runs in T20, but
it’s a fickle game. The
more you try to search
for runs, the worse it
gets,” Ravindra said.
“It’s about playing with
freedom and putting the
team first.”

Ravindra, who shot to
prominence during the
2023 ODI World Cup in
India, acknowledged that
adapting to the shortest
format remains a learn-
ing curve. “I’m still
young in my career and
learning every day.

T20 is evolving,

=& and some days are

different,” he said.
He revealed that
giving himself a little
more time at the crease
and not obsessing over
strike rate helped him
regain fluency. “I
trusted my positions
and knew the
strike rate would
take care of it-
self. Having GP
at the other end
took pressure off

me,” he added.
The 26-year-
old also spoke
about the chal-
lenge of switch-
~  ing between for-
' mats and con-
' tributing with the
ball when re-
quired, learn-
ing from skip-
per Mitchell
Santner.
With mo-
mentum on
their side,
New Zealand
now look
poised to carry
this confidence
. into the Super 8

R\ stage.

|
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~ITF W100: Sahaja rallies to storm into second round

BENGALURU

Sahaja Yamalapalli mount-
ed a spirited comeback to
overcome higher-ranked
Dayeon Back of Korea in
the opening round of the
KPB Trust ITF Women’s
Open W100 at the SM
Krishna Tennis Stadium.
In a contest that mir-
rored her first-round battle
at the same venue last
year, India’s top-ranked
women’s singles player
battled fluctuations in
form before sealing a 6-2,

1-6, 6-2 victory in two
hours and 18 minutes.
Ranked 416 in the
world, Sahaja started
brightly against the 306th-
ranked Korean, striking
cleanly from the baseline
and holding serve comfort-
ably to pocket the opening
set. However, her rhythm
deserted her in the second
as unforced errors crept in
and Back’s relentless re-
trieving forced longer ral-
lies. The Korean capital-
ised to level the match.
With the decider finely

poised at 2-2, Sahaja redis-
covered her intensity. Her
forehand regained its sting
and her serve found extra
bite, allowing her to reel
off four consecutive games
and close out the match
emphatically.

“Yeah, it started off
well. In the second, I was
fighting but I wasn’t feel-
ing the ball very well.
Maybe 1 was being too
passive,” Sahaja said after
the match. “I regrouped in
the third and that helped.
Physically, I feel much

better than I did in previ-
ous tournaments.”

In an all-Indian clash,
wild card Vaishnavi Adkar
defeated Shruti Ahlawat
6-1, 7-6(6) to progress.
Meanwhile, Russia’s Erika
Andreeva advanced after
Argentina’s Nicole Fossa
Huergo retired early in the
second set following a
tight opening tie-break.

The prestigious W100
event continues this week
in Cubbon Park, drawing
strong international partic-
ipation.
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