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TEHRAN

Iran has confirmed that Intel-
ligence Minister Esmail
Khatib was killed in Israeli
strikes on Wednesday.

In a X post, Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian con-
demned the “cowardly assas-

‘Won’t do any
good...: K’taka
plans ban on DJs,
item songs at

cultural events
BENGALURU

The Karnataka government is
in favour of banning disc
jockeys (DJ) who play blaring
music and “item songs” at
cultural events and religious
processions, Kannada & Cul-
ture Minister Shivaraj Tan-
gadagi told the Assembly on
Wednesday.

The issue was raised by La-
bour Minister Santosh Lad
who sought a ban on DJs.

“In all jayantis, DJs have
become a big problem. We
must discuss this. In any
jayanti, our Gods won’t move
forward (in a procession)
without a DJ and an item
song. This is shameful. DJs
and item songs won’t do any
good for culture,” Lad said.

Replying to this, Tangadagi
said: “We will issue an order
on this. A lot of problems are
caused by DJs.”

He also sought cooperation
from the BJP to ban DJs. “If
all of them (BJP) agree, we
must ban DJs,” he said.

Shimoga BJP MLA SN
Channabasappa, however,
was not onboard with the
idea. “They may not want
[DJs], but we do. You should
ban Azaan as per a Supreme
Court order. Will you do it?”
he said. Speaker UT Khader
intervened and said the Su-
preme Court had fixed decibel
levels. “All governments must
follow that,” Khader said.

Senior BJP lawmaker S
Suresh Kumar backed the plan
to ban DJs. “I’ve seen people
with a pacemaker in their hearts
suffer from the sound of DJs.
I’ve seen children close their
ears. Even the police are help-
less. We must seriously consid-
er the sound pollution due to
DJs,” Kumar said.

The discussion on DIJs
emerged from Channabasappa
seeking government funds to
organise Sahyadri Utvasa or
Malnad Utsava regularly.

sination” and offered his con-
dolences. “The cowardly as-
sassination of my dear col-
leagues Ismail Khatib, Ali
Larijani, and Aziz Nasirza-
deh, alongside some of their
family members and accom-
panying team, has left us in
deep mourning,” he wrote on
X. Track the latest updates on
the US-Iran war.

“I extend my condolences
to the great people of Iran for
the martyrdom of two cabinet
members, the secretary of the

The killing of Esmail Khat-
ib marks the third assassina-
tion of Iran's top leaders in
two days. Gholamreza
Soleimani, commander of
the Basij, the internal para-
military force of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
was also killed in Israeli
strikes on Tehran. Aziz Na-
sirzadeh, Iran's defence
minister, was also killed in
the initial US-Israeli strikes
against Tehran, along with
former Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
Ahead of the targeted as-
sassinations, the US State
Department offered a $10

A welcome step: Centre offers 10% extra
commercial LPG to states pushlng PNG shift
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ISRAEL ELIMINATES IRAN INTEL MINISTER

Khatib was killed in a strike in Tehran, a day after Israel killed top national security official Larijani & Gen. Soleimani

Shura, and the military and
Basij commanders. I am cer-
tain their path will continue
more steadfastly than before,”
Pezeshkian added further.
The announcement comes
hours after Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz claimed
Khatib had been killed.

This follows death
of defence min
Earlier today, Is-
rael's defence
minister Israel
Katz stated that
Khatib was killed in
targeted overnight air-
strikes. This assassi-
nation from Israeli
forces comes a

day after the

killing of Iran's
security chief

Ali Larijani (R) Gholamreza Soleimani

million reward for any in-
formation about Iranian Su-
preme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei and other senior
officials. Following the kill-
ing of Larijani, Israeli PM
Netanyahu in a televised
statement said that Israel
"did the job for free".

The Centre has offered states
and Union Territories an addi-
tional 10% allocation of com-
mercial LPG if they facilitate a
long-term transition to piped
natural gas (PNG), a senior of-

ficial said on Wednesday.

Addressing a press briefing,
Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary
(Marketing & Oil Refinery) in
the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, said the proposal
has been communicated to states
through a letter dated March 18.

Commercial LPG consumers
have been facing supply crunch

shift from LPG to PNG.

Ali Larijani.

Katz on Wednesday said
the country's military had
eliminated Khatib, while add-
ing that “significant surprises
are expected throughout this
day on all the fronts". Katz also
stated that he and Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu
have given the Israeli
military standing

authorisation to
eliminate other se-
nior Iranian offi-
cials in their
sights without the
need for prior
approval.

%

White Houe
welcomes
death of Khatib

The White House said the
reported killing of Esmail
Khatib was positive for
the United States. Trump
spokesperson Karoline
Leavitt described Khatib
as a “known terrorist” and
said his death benefits
the US and its citizens
who have faced threats
from Iran. The remarks
came after Israel Katz an-
nounced that Israel had
killed Khatib in a strike.
Iranian authorities have

not immediately provided
detailed confirmation
regarding the circum-
stances of his death.
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Missiles contlnue to pound Mideast

Missiles and drones continued
to target UAE and others parts
of the Gulf on Wednesday as
the US-Israeli war with Iran
entered the 20th day.

Israeli warplanes struck
central Beirut early Wednesday,
destroying apartment buildings
in one of the most intense at-
tacks on the Lebanese capital
in decades. The strikes come
as the Israel-Iran conflict wid-
ens across the region.

Post Larijani’s death, Iran

retaliated by launching missiles
with multiple warheads toward
Israel, killing two people near
Tel Aviv. Tehran said the loss of
officials would not disrupt its op-
erations, with Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi insisting the sys-
tem does not rely on individuals.
Israel has increased strikes
and ground operations against
Hezbollah in Lebanon, while
Iran’s new supreme leader Mo-
jtaba has rejected mediation
efforts to reduce tensions.

SHORTS FROM WAR FRONT

Israeli strikes in central Beirut kills 12

Iran strikes Tel Aviv with cluster
warheads in retaliation; kills two

Iran issues evacuation warning near
oil sites in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar

NATO head Rutte: Allies discussing
‘best way’ to reopen Strait of Hormuz

Trump says he postponed his trip to
China to focus on the war and
lashed out at NATO allies.

Trump issues 60-day waiver
from century-old Jones Act shipping
rules to lower oil costs

Iran arrests over 100 alleged
‘monarchist cells’, suspected spies,
AFP reports

Iran strikes Tel Aviv with cluster
warheads in retaliation; kills two

Sanctions on Venezuelan oil eased
in bid to boost oil supply

Iranian missile debris damages
private planes at Israeli airport

Indian-flagged crude oil tanker ‘Jag Laadki’ arrives at Mundra port in Gujarat on Wednesday, transiting war-hit Strait of Hormuz.
It carried approximately 80,886 MT of crude oil —sourced from UAE—loaded at Fujairah Port. These maritime developments
unfolded against a backdrop of escalating West Asia tensions. Earlier, two Indian-flagged LPG tankers -- MT Shivalik and MT
Nanda Devi - carrying approximately 92,712 MT of LPG - arrived in India on March 16 and 17 crossing the Hormuz. To safeguard
its commercial interests, India continues to maintain a consistent naval presence in these waters under “Operation Sankalp.”
This initiative remains dedicated to ensuring protection to vital shipping lanes and safe berthing of its vessels.

India's over 1.7 million tonnes of oil,

Under the plan, states can
earn additional LPG allocation
by undertaking specific reforms
and facilitation measures to ac-
celerate the rollout of city gas
distribution (CGD) networks
and encourage consumers to

cation will be given for setting
up state- and district-level com-
mittees to approve CGD appli-
cations and address grievances.

Another 2% is tied to issuing
orders granting deemed permis-
sions for CGD projects, while
3% is linked to implementing a
“dig and restore” policy to sup-
port pipeline laying.

The remaining 4% will be
provided if states reduce annual
rental or lease charges for CGD
entities. “The onus is now on
states and UTs to take these re-
forms forward, expedite ap-
provals, and ensure PNG con-
nections for domestic, commer-

NEW DELHI

India's 1.67 million tonnes
of crude oil, 3.2 lakh
tonnes of LPG and about 2
lakh tonnes of LNG are
stuck on the 22 Indi-
an-flagged ships stranded
in the Persian Gulf, waiting
to transit through the Strait
of Hormuz, Rajesh Kumar
Sinha, Special Secretary in
the Shipping Ministry, said
Wednesday.

Originally, there were 28
Indian-flagged vessels in
the Strait of Hormuz when
the war in the Middle East

broke out following US-Is-
rael attacks on Iran. Of
these, 24 were on the west
side of the strait and four
on the east side. In the last
week, two vessels from
each side have managed to
sail to safety. "All 611 sea-
farers on 22 vessels (on the
west side of the Strait) are
safe," he said. There are now
3 vessels on the east side af-
ter one more Indian-flagged
ship joined them.

Of the 22 remaining In-
dian-flagged vessels on the
west side of the Hormuz,

due to disruptions linked to the
Strait of Hormuz.

As per the ministry’s frame-
work, 1% of the additional allo-

cial and industrial consumers,”

Sharma said.

six are LPG carriers, one is

LNG, LPG stuck in Strait of Hormuz

a LNG tanker, four are
crude oil, one is transport-
ing chemical products,
three are container ships,
and two are bulk carriers.

Additionally, one vessel
is a dredger, another is
empty with no cargo, and
three are in dry dock un-
dergoing routine mainte-
nance. He said efforts are
on to secure passage of the
se vessels through the war-
hit strait.

Overall, close to 500
tanker vessels remain con-
fined to the Persian (Arabi-
an) Gulf.

Prajwal case: '70 pen
drives bought to
share obscene videos'

BENGALURU

A fresh chargesheet filed by
the Karnataka police's Special
Investigation Team (SIT) has
claimed that the accused per-
sons had procured around 70
pen drives to spread obscene
videos related to convicted
former JD(S) MP Prajwal Re-
vanna before the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

The SIT submitted a 13,712-
page chargesheet to a court in
Hassan last month following
the completion of the investi-
gation and named 39 people as
the accused in the case. DH
has reviewed the details.

Some of the key accused
named in the chargesheet in-
clude Karthik N, 33, the former
car driver of Prajwal, Harish S
N, 33, his auditor, and Devaraje
Gowda G, a local BJP leader.
Naveen Kumar N R, alias
Naveen Gowda, was named as
the accused number one.

Durlng the probe
the SIT examined
277 witnesses along
with forensic analysis
of pen drives

During the course of the
probe, the SIT examined 277
witnesses along with foren-
sic analysis of pen drives
and gathered other pieces of
technical evidence. Many
other accused were either
linked with local bodies of
the Congress or BJP, the
chargesheet claimed.

Fresh jolt for Assam Cong as MP joins BJP

DISPUR

In a major setback for the Con-
gress in Assam ahead of the
Assembly polls, its sitting MP
Pradyut Bordoloi, who resigned
from the party on Tuesday, for-
mally joined the BJP in the
presence of Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma and state
BJP president Dilip Saikia

Bordoloi, a two-time Lok
Sabha member from Nagaon
and a former state cabinet
minister, cited internal side-
lining and repeated disrespect
from party leaders as reasons
for ending his decades-long
association with the Con-
gress. “Today, I have aban-
doned one of the most import-
ant principles of my life, and

I am not happy with it...
However, I made this decision
because I was being insulted
on many issues by anyone
who approached me from
within the Congress party, es-
pecially in the Assam Con-
gress,” he told reporters.

His exit follows that of for-
mer Assam Congress presi-
dent Bhupen Kumar Borah.

DGCA FLOATS NEW RULES

With Taj Mahal poster, US offers free
flights, cash payouts for self-deportees

WASHINGTON

The US Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) has re-
leased posters offering to fly
illegal immigrants, including
from India, to their home coun-
tries for free with an exit bonus
of $2,600. The DHS used an
image of the Taj Mahal and

prominent landmarks of Co-
lombia and China to promote
its self-deportation initiative
targeted at illegal immigrants
living in the US. "You can go
home with a fresh start! Re-
ceive a FREE flight home and
a $2,600 exit bonus when you
use CBP Home to self-deport,”
DHS stated in an X post.

Big relief for flyers as Centre caps seat selection fees

NEW DELHI

Airlines will have to keep a
minimum of 60% of its seats
on any flights free of extra
charges for availing facilities to
ensure free access and flyers
travelling on the same PNR
should be seated together, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation has
told domestic operators.

The Ministry’s directions,
aimed at further strengthening
passenger convenience, trans-
parency and uniformity of prac-
tices across airlines, have been
conveyed to the airlines

through the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
stated an official.

With airlines charging extra
for choosing seats and other
facilities, the new directions
have mandated that a minimum
60% of seats on any flight be
allocated free of charge to en-
sure fair access. Passengers
travelling on the same PNR to
be seated together, preferably
in adjacent seats, it said.
Minimum free seats: Airlines
often charge extra for preferred
seats (like window, aisle, or
front rows). Under the new

rule, minimum 60% of seats on
any flight will be allocated free
of charge to ensure fair access
to all passengers.

Same PNR to be seated to-
gether: Passengers travelling
on the same PNR will be seated

together, preferably in adjacent
seats. This will avoid families
being split up, especially those
travelling with children or el-
derly passengers.

Carriage sports and musical
instruments: Airlines must
allow passengers to carry sports
equipment and musical instru-
ments in a clear and passen-
ger-friendly way, while follow-
ing safety rules.

Adherence to rules: Airlines
should follow strict adherence
to the passenger rights frame-
work, particularly in cases of
delays, cancellations and de-

nied boarding.

Passenger entitlement-relat-
ed communicationin region-
al languages: With many peo-
ple facing difficulties due to
most communication being in
English, the new rules mandate
clear communication of passen-
ger entitlements in regional
languages to ensure wider ac-
cessibility and awareness.
Display of rights: There
should be a prominent display
of passenger rights across air-
line websites, mobile applica-
tions, booking platforms and
airport counters.
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Youth Ends Life
AfterLoan
Rejection

Kundapura
A young man from Balkur
village in Kundapura taluk
died by suicide after his
application for a bank
loan to build a house was
turned down. The de-
ceased is Bharat (30),a
resident of Balkur gram
panchayat. Bharat had
applied for a loan from a
bank to construct a home
on his 10-cent land. The
bank declined to approve
the loan citing issues re-
lated to the property.
Deeply distressed by the
rejection, Bharat con-
sumed weedicide (a poi-
sonous herbicide) at his
home on the afternoon of
March 12 in an attempt to
end his life. Family mem-
bers immediately rushed
him to Kundapura Gov-
ernment Hospital for
emergency care. As his
condition remained criti-
cal, he was transferred to
Manipal Hospital for ad-
vanced treatment.
On March 16, after being
discharged from Manipal
and admitted to the dis-
trict hospital for further
observation, doctors de-
clared him dead.

Biker Killed
inTipper
Collision

Murudeshwar
A fatal road accident oc-
curred on National High-
way within Murudeshwar
police station limits near
the Edabhadru curve on
Tuesday (March 17).
The deceased biker has
been identified as Nagaraj
SukraHarikant (21), a resi-
dent of Hiredomi in Thoo-
dalli village. A complaint
was lodged at Murudesh-
war police station by He-
mant Narayan Harikant,
also from Hiredomiin
Thoodalli. According to
the complaint, tipper lorry
driver Dinesh Ramachan-
dra Naik was travelling
from Honnavar towards
Murudeshwar. Allegedly
driving in a negligent and
careless manner, he col-
lided with Nagaraj's mo-
torcycle comingin the
same direction near the
Edabhadru curve. The im-
pact threw the biker onto
the road, causing severe
injuries. Onlookers provid-
ed first aid at the scene,
but he succumbed before
he could be shifted to
Manipal Hospital for ad-
vanced treatment.
Murudeshwar police have
registered a case against
the tipper driver and are
conducting an investiga-
tioninto the incident.

Hit-and-Run
Reported
onNH

Murudeshwar
A hit-and-run incident
took place on National
Highway in the Basti area
of Bhatkal taluk, leaving a
pedestrian seriously in-
jured. The victim is Vasu
Venkata Marathi, a resi-
dent of Abre village in the
taluk. He was walking
along the roadside of the
highway near Basti when a
fast-moving car hit him
from behind. The impact
caused him to fall onto the
road and sustain injuries.
Locals and family mem-
bers rushed him to a hos-
pital where he is currently
receiving treatment. His
brother, Manjunath Venka-
ta Marathi, lodged a com-
plaint at Murudeshwar po-
lice station. In the FIR, he
provided the registration
number of the car involved
in the accident and urged
police to take strict action
against the driver for caus-
ing the collision and flee-
ing without stopping to
help or report the matter.
Murudeshwar police have
registered the case and ini-
tiated an investigation to
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MRPL Achieves Logistics Milestone,

MANGALURU

Mangalore Refinery and Pet-
rochemicals Limited (MRPL),
a subsidiary of ONGC and
one of India’s leading refiner-
ies with a capacity of 15.0
MMTPA, has reached a sig-
nificant operational landmark
in its logistics operations.

On 17 March 2026, MRPL
successfully dispatched the
1000th petcoke rake from its
MMRT Railway Siding. This
milestone underscores the
company’s growing efficiency
in handling and transporting
petroleum coke (petcoke), a
key byproduct used primarily
as a fuel in cement and other
industries.

The achievement is partic-
ularly noteworthy for the

1000th Petcke Dist

e

L

second batch of 500 rakes,
which was completed 40%
faster than the previous
batch. This substantial im-
provement highlights en-
hanced operational process-

g

es, better coordination, and
strong collaboration among
stakeholders involved in the
supply chain.

The dispatch was carried
out in partnership with key

ched

entities, including Konkan
Railway (which manages the
rail infrastructure) and JSW
Group (a major recipient and
user of the petcoke for its ce-
ment operations).

MRPL emphasized that this
milestone demonstrates logis-
tics excellence and operation-
al excellence, crediting the
combined efforts of teams and
partners for the accelerated
turnaround in rake loading
and dispatch.

This 1000th rake dispatch
not only marks a quantitative
achievement but also reflects
MRPL’s ongoing commitment
to improving efficiency, re-
ducing turnaround times, and
strengthening reliable supply
linkages for downstream
industries.

District Collector and Returning Officer Arjun Pandian confirmed at a
press conference that Kasaragod is ready for smooth voting on April 9, with
webcasting at all booths and home voting for elderly and disabled electors.

Kasaragod Fﬁlly Prepared forvApril 9 Polls

KASARAGOD

Kasaragod district has com-
pleted all arrangements for
the Assembly elections sched-
uled for April 9, according to
District Collector and District
Election Officer Arjun
Pandian.

Speaking to reporters in his
office on Tuesday, the Collec-
tor outlined the key prepara-
tions and schedule. Polling
will take place from 7 am to 6
pm on April 9.

The district currently has
11,00,036 registered voters:
5,42,861 men, 5,57,163 wom-
en, and 12 third-gender elec-
tors. This breaks down to
49.35% male and 50.65% fe-
male voters. There are 1,141
polling stations across the
district.

The election notification
was issued on March 16.

Nominations will be accepted
until March 23, scrutiny is set
for March 24, and withdrawal
of candidatures is allowed un-
til March 26. Counting of
votes will occur on May 4,
with the entire process con-
cluding on May 6.

All 1,141 polling stations
will have webcasting facili-
ties. Live coverage will begin
from the mock poll in the
morning and continue through
voting hours until the EVMs
are sealed and packed. A con-
trol room at the Collectorate
will monitor the feed in real
time.

Five polling stations in the
district will be managed en-
tirely by women staff, in-
cluding security personnel. A
total of 4,292 electors aged
85 and above, along with
10,259 persons with disabil-
ities, are eligible for home

voting.

The Model Code of Con-
duct allows campaigning only
until 48 hours before polling,
meaning all advertisements
and publicity must end by 6
pm on April 7. Voter ID cards
with photographs remain the
primary identification docu-
ment. Those without them can
use any of the alternative doc-
uments approved by the Elec-
tion Commission.

The press meet was attend-
ed by Additional District
Election Officer A.N. Gopa-
kumar and District Informa-
tion Officer M. Madhusu-
danan.

The Collector highlighted
that 238 polling stations have
been identified as critical or
sensitive, with a higher num-
ber in the border constituen-
cies of Manjeshwar and
Kasaragod.

Honnavar Police Nab Thieves in 12 Hours

HONNAVAR

Honnavar police demonstrat-
ed swift action by arresting
two suspects and recovering
most of the stolen property
less than 12 hours after a theft
report was lodged at their
station.

The case pertains to a
godown belonging to Mo-
hammad Gaus in Upponi vil-
lage of the taluk. Between the
morning of February 23 and
the afternoon of March 4,
thieves broke in and stole new
and old wire bundles, flower
pots, and fibre tube lights val-
ued at approximately
%89,000.

The owner filed the com-
plaint on March 16, prompt-
ing immediate formation of a
special police team to trace
the culprits.

The team quickly zeroed in
on Abdul Wajid Abdul Gani
Sab and Aftab Mohammad
Sab, both residents of Sanashi
Dasagoda in the taluk. During

interrogation, the duo con-
fessed to committing the
theft.

From the arrested men, po-
lice seized goods worth
265,000 and the motorcycle
they had used to transport the
stolen items.Both accused
were produced before the
court and remanded to judi-
cial custody.

The successful operation

”‘Ti- i i

was led by Investigating PSI
Mahantesh Valmiki, with ac-
tive participation from staff
Gajanan Naik, Manoj D.,
and Ravi Naik. The
effort received guidance
from Uttara Kannada SP
Deepan M.N. (IPS), Addi-
tional SP G. Krishnamurthy,
Bhatkal DYSP Girish B.,
and Honnavar Inspector Sid-
daramesh S.

Woman Loses 269,000
in Fake Mahanagar
Gas APK Scam

UDUPI

Cybercriminals are capitalis-
ing on public concerns over
cooking gas shortages by
sending fraudulent APK files
disguised as official Mah-
anagar Gas apps, resulting in a
cheating incident in Udupi.

The victim, Leela Florine
D’Silva, originally from Mum-
bai and currently residing in
Udupi. On March 11 at around
11:30 am, she received a phone
call from a person identifying
himself as Devesh Joshi from
Mahanagar Gas Limited in
Mumbai. The caller claimed
her online gas payment had not
updated in their system.

He then sent a WhatsApp
link to what he described as
the official Mahanagar Gas
APK and instructed her to
download and install it to re-
solve the issue.

Following the instructions,
Leela downloaded the file. The
scammer then cited a “techni-
cal error” and asked for her
husband’s Canara Bank San-
thekatte branch account num-
ber, claiming it was needed to
fix the glitch.

Subsequently, a total of
269,005 was fraudulently de-
ducted from both her and her
husband’s bank accounts.Udu-
pi City police have registered
a case based on her complaint
and are investigating the cyber
fraud.
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Scientfc P z
Gomateshwara Stgtue &

Scientific Conservation
of Karkala’s Iconic
Gomateshwara Statue

KARKALA

The Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) has successfully
carried out a dedicated scien-
tific conservation effort on
one of Karnataka’s most re-
vered Jain monuments: the
towering 42-foot monolithic
Gomateshwara statue, also
known as Shri Gommatesh-
wara or Bahubali, standing
atop Gommata Betta hillock
in Karkala.

This majestic granite figure
was erected in 1432 CE by
Veera Pandya Bhairarasa of
the Santara dynasty. It por-
trays Lord Bahubali in the
tranquil kayotsarga medita-
tion pose, with vines symbol-
ically climbing his limbs to
signify his legendary year of
unbroken asceticism without
food, water, or movement.

Over centuries, the statue’s
location in a high-rainfall area
has exposed it to persistent
moisture, resulting in heavy
accumulation of dust, dirt,
and thick moss layers on the
surface, along with gradual
deterioration of the stone in
vulnerable spots.

To counter these challenges
and safeguard the monu-
ment’s long-term integrity,
ASTI’s Science Branch imple-
mented a thorough set of
preservation treatments. The
process began with careful
systematic removal of dust,
dirt, and moss growth from
the granite.

This was followed by
strengthening measures ap-
plied to weakened areas of the
stone to restore and reinforce
structural stability. Finally, a
specialized water-repellent
coating was applied across the
surface to shield the statue
from future moisture penetra-

The Archaeological
Survey of India has
completed targeted
preservation work on the
historic 42-foot
monolithic
Gomateshwara statue,
protecting this 15th-
century Jain masterpiece
from environmental wear.

tion and related damage.

These interventions com-
bine modern scientific tech-
niques with respect for the
monument’s historical and
spiritual value, using non-in-
vasive methods designed to
preserve its authenticity while
defending against ongoing
climatic threats.

The Karkala Gomateshwara
remains the second-tallest
monolithic Bahubali statue in
the world, surpassed only by
the renowned one at Shrava-
nabelagola. It continues to
serve as a major pilgrimage
site, drawing devotees espe-
cially during the grand Maha-
mastakabhisheka ceremony
held every twelve years.

In this ritual, the statue is
ceremonially anointed from
above with sacred offerings
such as milk, saffron, sandal-
wood paste, and precious
items—a tradition performed
roughly fifty times since the
statue’s creation, which also
helps naturally refresh the
surface between major con-
servation cycles.

Through this recent initia-
tive, ASI ensures that this en-
during symbol of Jain heritage
and architectural brilliance
will stand resilient for genera-
tions to come, allowing visi-
tors to continue experiencing
its serene presence and pro-
found historical significance.

35.4 Lakh Cheated in Fake Govt Job Promise

UDUPI

Udupi police are investigating
a case of cheating where a
hospital employee allegedly
defrauded a nurse by falsely
promising a government job.

The victim is Navya Naik,
a resident of Bommarabettu.
While working as a nurse at a
local hospital, she met Ajay,
who was employed there as
an HR personnel.

During the final phase of
her six-month nursing train-
ing, Ajay told her that belong-
ing to the ST category would
make it easy for her to secure
a government position, but a

An HR staffer from the
same hospital exploited a
nurse’s aspiration for a
government job,
collecting 35.40 lakh in
cash plus phones worth
over 22.55 lakh from
Navya Naik of
Bommarabettu before
turning threatening.

small amount of money
would be needed for process-
ing. He took 2,000 from her
at that stage.

After Navya completed her
course and started working at
Manipal Hospital, Ajay re-

newed contact. He assured
her he could arrange a secure
government job and, over
time, obtained a total of
%5,40,000 from her through
repeated instalments.

He also persuaded her to
hand over multiple mobile
phones valued at around
%2,55,498.Even after receiv-
ing these sums and items,
Ajay kept pressuring her for
additional payments and re-
portedly threatened her life
when she objected.

The woman has lodged a
complaint at Udupi City po-
lice station detailing the fraud
and subsequent harassment.

Elephant Herds Camp in
Mudigere, Crops and Lives at Risk

CHIKKAMAGALURU

The wild elephant problem has
escalated dramatically in
Mudigere taluk of Chikkamag-
aluru district, leaving villagers
in perpetual anxiety.

Local accounts indicate that
more than 70 elephants have
settled in and around villages
such as Kaskebailu, G. Hosa-
halli, and nearby hamlets.
Prominent among them are
herds headed by two well-
known elephants—‘Beetam-
ma’ and ‘Bheema’—which
repeatedly enter coffee gardens
and paddy fields, trampling
and consuming standing crops
and inflicting heavy financial
damage worth lakhs of Rupees.

With examinations currently
underway, students hesitate to
leave home for school or col-

causing widespread concern
among parents.

Labourers are avoiding work
in coffee estates because of fre-
quent elephant intrusions, mak-
ing it difficult for families to
sustain their daily lives.

Despite continuous efforts
by Forest Department person-
nel and the Elephant Task
Force to herd the elephants
back into the forest, the opera-
tions have not fully succeeded
in resolving the issue. Resi-
dents argue that short-term
drives offer only temporary
relief and insist that the gov-
ernment must implement a
permanent solution to the ele-
phant menace.

They recall that similar at-
tacks in the Malenadu region
have previously led to human
casualties and injuries, rein-

BSL-3 Lab Certification
Puts MAHE Among India’s
Elite Research Institutions

MANIPAL

The Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE) has
received certification for its state-of-the-art Biosafety Lev-
el-3 (BSL-3) laboratory, marking a major boost to its re-

search infrastructure.

The facility at the Manipal Institute of Virology has been
developed to handle highly infectious pathogens under strict
safety conditions. It includes advanced systems such as con-
trolled airflow, high-efficiency filtration and secure access
protocols. The certification followed a comprehensive as-
sessment covering laboratory design, safety standards, op-
erational systems and emergency preparedness.

University officials said the lab will support research on
infectious diseases, improve diagnostic capabilities and fa-
cilitate training for healthcare and research professionals.

Vice Chancellor Lt Gen (Dr) M D Venkatesh said the
achievement reflects MAHE’s commitment to scientific
excellence, while Pro Vice Chancellor Dr Sharath K Rao
highlighted its importance in strengthening research and

China-Bound Russian
Oil Tanker Diverts
to Mangaluru

MANGALURU

Ship-tracking information re-
veals that a tanker carrying
Russian crude oil, originally
en route to China, has execut-
ed a U-turn in the South Chi-
na Sea and is now proceeding
toward Mangaluru.

The vessel, named Aqua Ti-
tan, took on Urals crude at a
Baltic Sea port toward the end
of January. As recently as
mid-March, while navigating
Southeast Asian waters, its
AIS data indicated Rizhao
port in China as the final des-
tination. The tanker has now
changed course and is project-
ed to reach New Mangalore
Port on March 21.

The Aqua Titan tanker,
loaded with Urals crude
from the Baltic in late
January and previously
showing Rizhao, China as
destination, has reversed
course in the South
China Sea and is now
heading to New
Mangalore, arriving
March 21.

oil supplies, leading India to
purchase approximately 30
million barrels of Russian
crude this week.

According to reports, a min-
imum of seven tankers previ-
ously carrying Russian oil to
China have similarly redirect-

trace and apprehend the lege due to the risk of encoun-  forcing their demand for deci- collaboration. The diversion occurs as ed mid-voyage and are now
accused driver. tering the animals on roads, sive, long-lasting intervention. Middle East tensions disrupt  sailing toward Indian ports.
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lllegal Cattle
Slaughter Unit Raided;
Accused Absconding

Mangaluru
Police raided a suspected
illegal cattle slaughter
unit at Kasba Bengre on
Tuesday and recovered
meat and live cattle from
the site. The raid was con-
ducted near the Phalguni
river following credible in-
formation about unlawful
activities in a shed behind
a residence. Officials said
nine cattle were found
tied for slaughter and 205
kg of meat had already
been prepared for sale.
Tools used in the act were
also seized. The main ac-
cused and others es-
caped before police could
apprehend them. A spe-
cial team has been
formed to nab the sus-
pects. A case has been
registered under relevant
laws.

Two Held for
Consuming MDMA
Near Talapady

Mangaluru
Excise officials arrested
two persons for allegedly
consuming MDMA near
K.C. Road in Talapady
during a raid conducted
on Tuesday. The accused
have been identified as
Nishad bin Abdul Kareem
and Ahmed Imran bin Ab-
dul Hakeem. Officials
caught them in the act of
consuming the narcotic
substance and registered
a case. The raid was car-
ried out under the leader-
ship of Excise Deputy Su-
perintendent Gayathri
C.H., with Excise Inspector
Dattaguru and Sub-In-
spector Harish participat-
ing, according to an offi-
cial release.

Two Inired in
Lorry Crash Near
Shiradi on NH-75

Uppinangady
A road accident occurred
early Tuesday morning on
National Highway 75 at
Birchinhalli in Shiradi vil-
lage, Uppinangady taluk.
The incident involved a
lorry travelling from Man-
galuru towards Saklesh-
pur. The vehicle veered off
course and struck a large
rock on the roadside. Two
occupants of the lorry
sustained injuries in the
impact. Local residents
promptly assisted the in-
jured and shifted them to
a hospital in Sakleshpur
for medical treatment.
Uppinangady police have
registered a case regarding
the mishap and are con-
ducting further inquiries.

»Areca Nut Teft fo
Godown Near
Mangaluru Port

Mangaluru
Burglars targeted an areca
nut storage godown locat-
ed near the second gate of

the port area in northern
Mangaluru, making off
with valuable stock on
two occasions. The ware-
house owner reported to
Bunder police that intrud-
ers forced open a window
and stole areca nuts dur-
ing the nights of March 2
and March 13. The total
value of the stolen nuts
amounts to0 ¥32,000. Fol-
lowing the complaint,
Bunder police station has
registered a case and initi-
ated an investigationinto
the repeated thefts.

Civic Workers Benefit

MANGALURU

Mangaluru’sSurathkal zone
joined hands with Utkarsha
Charitable Welfare Trust
(UCWT) along with Rosh-
niNilaya’s School of Social
Work to host a meaningful
International Women’s Day
observance on March 15,
2026 (Sunday).

The highlight was a free
eye check-up camp dedicated
to civic sanitation workers,
with special focus on women.

Key attendees at the event
included Zone Commissioner
Balachandra, Revenue Officer
DevendrapaParari, Programme
Manager Arundhati Hegde,
Programme Advisor Steven,
and eye specialist Dr.Sagar
from Prasad Netralaya.

A competition under the
concept “Wealth from Waste”
encouraged women partici-
pants to create innovative
items from discarded materi-
als. Prizes for the top entries
were handed out by Zone
Commissioner Balachandra
himself.

The programme continued
with light-hearted fun games

from Eye Screening and
Women’s

5 X714 X
¥ O = omretea

organised exclusively for the
women present, fostering ca-
maraderie and relaxation.

Mangaluru MahanagaraPa-
like personnel, women poura-
karmikas, and local commu-
nity mobilisers actively took
part, contributing significant-
ly to the smooth and success-
ful execution of the day’s
events.
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Govt Clears X180 Crore for 300-Bed Hospital;
Medical College Project Gains Momentum

PUTTUR

Puttur has secured a major
healthcare boost with the Kar-
nataka government issuing
formal approval for construct-
ing a 300-bed hospital, a key
step toward establishing a
medical college in the region.

The project will come up in
Sediyapu area of Bannur vil-
lage in Puttur taluk, on 40 acres
of land already earmarked by
the Revenue Department spe-
cifically for a district govern-
ment medical college and hos-
pital. The order, numbered 104
CGM 2025 dated December 4,
2025, transfers responsibility to
the Department of Medical Ed-
ucation after the Health and
Family Welfare Department
determined that expanding the
existing 100-bed taluk hospital
at the current site is not feasible
for a full medical college setup.

As per the 2025-26 budget
speech (Item 138), the gov-
ernment had announced plans
to upgrade Puttur’s 100-bed

Long-standing demand
of Puttur residents ful-
filled as official order
approves upgrading
healthcare infrastruc-
ture with a new 300-
bed teaching hospital
in Sediyapu village on
40 reserved acres,
paving the way for a fu-
ture medical college

taluk hospital and establish a
new medical college. Follow-
ing review of estimates pre-
pared by the Chief Engineer of
the Health and Family Welfare
Department’s Engineering
Wing in Bengaluru, and with
Finance Department concur-
rence, the decision shifted fo-
cus to building a standalone
300-bed teaching hospital at a
new location under Medical
Education oversight.

The estimated cost for the
hospital construction stands at
%180 crore, with the detailed

project proposal submitted by
the same Chief Engineer re-
ceiving administrative sanc-
tion. Tender procedures for
the work have already con-
cluded. This development ful-
fills a persistent public de-
mand in Puttur, achieved
within just two years of MLA
Ashok Rai taking office.

A statement from MLA
Ashok Rai highlights that pri-
ority is being given to the hos-
pital first, as it is essential be-
fore the medical college build-
ings can proceed. With X180
crore sanctioned and tenders
finalised, foundation stone lay-
ing is expected in the coming
days.Once the hospital is built,
the medical college construc-
tion will follow swiftly.

The MLA expressed satis-
faction at delivering on
promises to the people and
confidence that, with public
support, more development
works and pending demands
will be addressed progres-
sively.

Two Arrested for Attempting
to Sell MDMA in Public Spot

MANGALURU

Mangaluru city outskirts po-
lice have cracked down on
narcotics peddling after ap-
prehending two individuals
trying to sell MDMA in a
public location near Padu-
shedde.

The arrested persons are
Prateek (32), a resident of
MarakadaKunjattabailu, and
Veekshit (21) from Yeyyadi
Dandakeri.

While on patrol duty, offi-
cers from Kavoor police sta-
tion spotted a car parked sus-
piciously in a public spot at
Padushedde. The two men
inside were behaving in a
manner that raised doubts,

prompting immediate ques-
tioning.

During interrogation, the
suspects admitted they were
waiting for customers to sell
MDMA. A thorough search
revealed 2.29 grams of the
narcotic substance worth ap-
proximately 330,000 on Pra-
teek, and 4.03 grams valued
at around 340,000 on Veek-
shit.

In addition, police confis-
cated two mobile phones esti-
mated at 320,000, a car worth
%5 lakh used in the activity,
and a digital weighing scale
priced at ¥350.A case has
been registered against the
duo at Kavoor police station
for further legal proceedings.

Attempted Murder Over Land Dispute

MANGALURU

A serious attempt to murder
unfolded in Mangaluru on
Tuesday morning (March 17)
stemming from a long-stand-
ing land dispute. The victim
has been identified as Mohan
Das Shetty (56), a resident of
Mallikatte. The accused is Mo-
hammad Sharif.

According to police, Sharif
and his father Mohammad
Igbal had invested around 32
crore in land deals in Surathkal
and Vamanjoor. They accused
Mohan Das Shetty of cheating
them in the transaction, which
fuelled deep resentment.

On the day of the incident,
around 11 am on Arya Samaj
Road, the two men met to dis-
cuss the matter. During the

A 56-year-old man narrow-
ly escaped death when an
enraged accused deliberately
rammed his Innova into the
victim’s two-wheeler from be-
hind on Arya Samaj Road on
March 17, following a heated
land-related argument

confrontation, Sharif allegedly
snatched Mohan Das’s mobile
phone. As the victim rode
away on his two-wheeler,
Sharif, in a fit of rage, drove
his Innova at high speed and
deliberately struck the scooter
from behind in an attempt to
kill him. Mangaluru East po-
lice registered a case of at-
tempted murder. Following
investigation, officers arrested
Mohammad Sharif and pro-
duced him before the court.

CID Launches Probe into Deposit Fraud
Allegations at Credit Co-operative Society

BELTHANGADY

A high-profile financial irreg-
ularity case involving the
Shree Rama Credit Co-opera-
tive Society in Belthangady
has now reached the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department
(CID) in Bengaluru. On Tues-
day, a CID team from the
state capital visited the soci-
ety premises to commence a
detailed inquiry.

The matter originated from
a complaint lodged on May
22,2025, at Belthangady po-
lice station by 13 affected de-
positors: Dayananda Naik (a
resident of Belthangady),
Nidheesh D. Naik, Shraddha
B., Malini T. Rao, Tukaram
Rao, Akshaya T. Rao, Aksha-
ta Rao, Chaitra Bhat, Maitri
Bhat, Swati Bhat, Nandaku-

mar, B. Ganesh Bhat, and
Vidya Bhat. They alleged that
the society’s management had
defrauded them by failing to
re-

amount-
imately

posits
ing to approx-
%40 crore.
An FIR was initially regis-
tered against 14 individuals
connected to the society, in-
cluding CEO Chandrakant,

President Prabhakar C.H.,
Vice-President Sadananda M.
Ujire, directors Vishwanath
R. Naik, Pramod R. Naik,
Vishwanath, Jagannath P.,
Ratnakar, Suma Dinesh
Ujire, NayanShivaprasad,
Mohanadas K., Kishore Ku-
mar Laila, and staff mem-
bers Saritha S. and Vinod
Kumar C.H.

The case was subsequently
transferred to the Mangaluru
CEN police station before be-
ing handed over to the CID
on the instructions of the dis-
trict police superintendent.

The investigation is now
being led by CID Inspector
Harish and his team from
Bengaluru, who have started
examining records and gath-
ering evidence at the society’s
office in Belthangady.

Tempo Driver
Killed in Bus Crash

MANGALURU

A fatal road accident claimed
the life of a tempo driver near
Beluvayi in Moodbidri on
Monday.The collision oc-
curred between a KSRTC bus
and a mini goods tempo. The
tempo driver, 30-year-old
Lester David D’Souza from
Kelinja, sustained severe inju-
ries and was declared dead at
the scene.

Residents of the area point-
ed out that national highway
construction work is currently
underway in this stretch. They
alleged that the absence of
proper road diversion mea-
sures has led to a rising num-
ber of accidents in recent
times. Moodbidri police have
registered a case in connection
with the incident and are car-
rying out further investigation.

Bantwal Rural police registered two cross-cases after residents on both sides accused each
other of assault, abuse, and life threats over a blocked access road near Cheloor on March 14

Mutual Assault Claims in Road Dispute

BANTWAL

A dispute over access to a pri-
vate road in Cheloor village,
Bantwal taluk, escalated into
violence, prompting separate
police complaints from both
parties involved.

Diana D’Souza, a resident
of Cheloor, filed a complaint
stating that a disagreement
exists between her family and
the local church regarding
the pathway leading to her

house. On March 14, individ-
uals linked to the church al-
legedly used a JCB machine
to carry out road work and
deliberately blocked her
route home.

When she and her children
requested that the path be
cleared for passage, the ac-
cused—TJesinta D’Souza, An-
isha D’Souza, Hilla Mon-
teiro, Dora Rodrigues, and
others—reportedly attacked
her physically, hurled abusive

language, and threatened her
life. Diana was subsequently
admitted as an inpatient at
Bantwal Government Hospi-
tal due to injuries sustained.

In a counter-complaint,
Jesinta D’Souza claimed that
while JCB work was under-
way on the same evening of
March 14 to repair or modify
the road, Diana D’Souza ob-
structed the activity, assaulted
her, abused her verbally, and
issued death threats.

Another accused, Vinil, is
also alleged to have verbally
abused and threatened her life
during the confrontation.
Jesinta stated she received
treatment at Bantwal Govern-
ment Hospital for injuries
caused by the alleged assault.

Bantwal Rural police have
registered two independent
cases based on the mutual
complaints and are conduct-
ing an investigation into the
incident.

Olive Ridley

e

MANGALURU

Conservation efforts for Olive
Ridley sea turtles are under-
way once again along Manga-
luru’s coastline. This year,
eggs were safeguarded at a
total of eight different beach
locations.

The turtles arrived on the
shores in January to lay their
clutches. Forest department
personnel identified and pro-
tected the nests at beaches

including Bengre, Idya, and
Sasihithlu areas, fencing them
off individually to prevent
disturbance or predation.
After incubating for rough-

Hatchlings Re

Forest department staff
have begun safely guid-
ing newborn Olive Ridley
turtle hatchlings into the
sea after protecting eggs
laid along eight Mangaluru
coast stretches this season

ly 50 to 55 days, the eggs be-
gan to hatch and the hatch-
lings have emerged from four
of the protected nests. These
tiny turtles were carefully es-

leased Safely in Beaches

corted to the water and re-
leased safely into the sea.

Deputy Range Forest Offi-
cer Anthony Mariappa con-
firmed the successful releases
and ongoing monitoring at the
sites.

For the past two years, spe-
cial emphasis has been placed
on sea turtle conservation in
Mangaluru, with consistent
protection provided to Olive
Ridley nests whenever the
turtles come ashore to nest.

MP Seeks Weekend Special
Train to Bengaluru

MANGALURU

Dakshina Kannada Member
of Parliament Capt. Brijesh-
Chowta has formally request-
ed the introduction of a spe-
cial weekend train service
linking Mangaluru Central
and Bengaluru.

In a letter addressed to
Railway Minister Ashwini-
Vaishnaw, the MP highlight-
ed that a large number of
employees, students, and
labourers frequently travel
between Bengaluru and their
native places in coastal Kar-
nataka, particularly on
weekends.

The absence of a dedicat-

ed special train for this route
currently leads to extreme
overcrowding and inconve-
nience on existing services.

He proposed a specific
schedule: the train should
depart Bengaluru every Fri-
day night and return from
Mangaluru Central every
Sunday evening. Such a ser-
vice, he argued, would sig-
nificantly reduce pressure on
regular trains and provide
much-needed relief to fre-
quent travellers.

Separately, Shivamogga
MP B.Y. Raghavendra raised
demands in Lok Sabha for
additional stops at Byndoor
station.

He asked for the Ernaku-
lam—Pune Express, Thiruva-
nanthapuram—HazratNi-
zamuddin Express, Kochu-
veli-Haridwar Express, and
Mangala Lakshadweep Ex-
press to include a halt at
Byndoor to benefit local
passengers.

The MP also pressed for
speedy implementation of
the proposed railway line
connecting Tirthahalli—Srin-
geri-Mangaluru. He empha-
sised the need to transform
the Shivamogga Lok Sabha
constituency into a major
railway connectivity hub
through prompt execution of
key pending projects.

Crash Victim
Dies After Three
Months

SULLIA

A man who had been battling
injuries from a road mishap
three months earlier lost his
life on March 17 in Sullia ta-
luk. The deceased is identified
as 50-year-old LokeshNujalu
from Ivornad. The accident
took place at Cheemulla in
the Ivornad area.

Due to the gravity of his in-
juries, he was admitted to a
hospital in Mangaluru, where
he received treatment for a
number of days before being
sent home.

His health worsened over
time, leading to his death on
March 17.

Seven Pups Born to Indian

Wolf ‘Geetha’ at Pilikula Zoo

MANGALURU

An Indian wolf named
Geetha at Pilikula Biological
Park has given birth to seven
pups, in what officials de-
scribe as a landmark achieve-
ment for the zoo.

The birth took place in Jan-
uary, with the litter consisting
of four male and three female

pups. Authorities said it is the
first time Indian wolves have
successfully bred at the park.
The animals are being
closely watched by veterinary
experts and are reported to be
healthy. With the pups now
moving around actively, the
zoo has allowed visitors to
view them, drawing interest
from wildlife enthusiasts.

Fugitive Arrested in 2014 Ullal Case

MANGALURU

Ullal police have successfully
arrested an accused individual
who had been absconding
for years in connection
with a case registered at
their station back in 2014.

The arrested person is
Nawaz (36), a resident of
Montugoli in Kairangala
village. A team led by Ullal

police station officers
tracked down and detained
the suspect after he repeat-
edly failed to appear before
the court despite summons.

Following the arrest, he
was produced before the
7th JMFC court in Manga-
luru. The magistrate or-
dered judicial remand, send-
ing him to custody until
March 25.
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Drugs are being sold to
womeninmatesin
jails: Officials
CHNEWS, BENGALURU
After DGP Prisons Alok
Kumar’s visit to jails, it
was believed that illegal
activities had been
curbed. However, there is
a possibility that the
drugs are still hidden in-
side the prison’s barracks.
Drug tests conducted on
women prisoners have
yielded shocking results.
Officials were shocked to
find that some of the fe-
male prisoners had tested
positive for drugs. The
guestion now arises as to
how the drugs reached
the women’s barracks. It
is possible that not only
male prisoners but also
female prisoners have
consumed drugs.

In addition, around 20 in-
mates have refused to
give urine samples. Fear-
ing that the drug test re-
port would be positive, he
was reluctant to give urine
and got into an argument
with the jail authorities.
Currently, the authorities
are trying hard to
convince these prisoners
to get them tested.

Fire breaks
out at Yelahanka
cow shelter

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A fire broke out at a cow
shelter near Yelahanka. A
fire broke out at Sri Kr-
ishna Goshala Ashram in
Hosur Rock. The fire broke
outinahayshedinacow
shelter with more than
700 cows. The blaze
broke out at 1Tamon
Wednesday and more
than 30 water tankers
along with four fire ten-
ders were pressed into
service. All the cows in the
cow shelter have been
rescued.

Jai Bangla chant: HC
grants bail to Bengal
woman

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The High Court has grant-
ed conditional bail to a
West Bengal woman who
was arrested on charges
of shouting Jai Bangla slo-
gans during a drive to re-
move illegal sheds con-
structed on government
land in Hebbagodi. A sin-
gle-judge bench headed
by Justice S Rachaiah has
granted the criminal bail
application filed by Sar-
banu Khatun (25), cur-
rently residing in Huliman-
gala Podu village in
Anekal taluk. The tradi-
tional conditions have
been imposed, including
that the applicant must
furnish a personal bond of
Rs 1lakh and a local sure-
ty of the same amount.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a pilot project, Narayana
Health and Airbound used
specialised drone flights to
transport samples from a clin-
ic in Chandapura to Narayana
Health City in Bommasandra,
significantly cutting down
transit time compared to road
commute. Under the pilot,
running since January 2026,
around 700 flights were con-
ducted over 54 days, with
each flight carrying up to 40
diagnostic samples.

The drone covered a 4km
aerial route in just 10 minutes,
what would typically take
about an hour in peak traffic.

Apart from saving time,
each of these drone flights
cost about Re 1 in operational
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HEALTHCARE GOES HI-TECH

Drone flies 40 lab samples
in10 minutesinB’luru

A city-based healthcare firm & a logistics startup have teamed up to use to deliver
diagnostic samples, bypassing B’luru's gridlocked roads & ensuring faster supply

expenses, making it a more
economical option than road
transport. The blended wing-
body tailsitter design of the
drones combined vertical
takeoff with the aerodynamic
efficiency of a fixed-wing
flight, thereby enabling lower
cost per km of delivery com-
pared to conventional ground
transport. Earlier, diagnostic

samples used to be transport-
ed on three to four road trips
daily.

Dr Devi Prasad Shetty,
Founder and Chairman of
Narayana Health, said the
model will be scaled up at its
upcoming hospital in Ban-
ashankari, set to be inaugurat-
ed in the coming months.

While DGCA approval was
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obtained for the test flights,
for operating services from
Banashankari to Bomma-
sandra, a formal approval is
still awaited.

Naman Pushp, founder and
CEO of the logistics startup
said the pilot recorded zero
failures so far. Conventional
logistics is primed for change.
Our ambition is to build a
new layer of infrastructure for
commercial freight, he further
added.

Commenting on the upcom-
ing medical facility, Dr Shetty
said, this will be the first hos-
pital in India to go completely
paperless and smart. Only
those directly involved in pa-
tient care will be on-site,
while all other services will
be handled remotely.

‘B’luru pollution trail may reach
Mekedatu project site via Vrishabhavathi’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Government's ambitious Me-
kedatu balancing reservoir
project on Cauvery river,
planned as a major drinking
water source for Bengaluru,
may face fresh environmental
scrutiny. A recent report
warned that untreated sewage
flowing through the city's pol-
luted river network could even-
tually reach the Cauvery basin
near the proposed dam site in
Kanakapura.

The report, State of Vrish-
abhavathi River, released by
Mapping Malnad, a citizen-led
platform working on Western
Ghats and river conservation,
cautioned that wastewater from
Bengaluru carried by Vrish-
abhavathi river ultimately
joined Arkavathi river, which
drained into Cauvery near the
Mekedatu region. Without ad-
dressing the upstream pollution
sources, contamination origi-
nating in Bengaluru could trav-

el downstream towards the re-
gion where the govt is propos-
ing to build the reservoir, it
stated. Researchers found that
Vrishabhavathi carries large
amounts of untreated sewage,
industrial effluents, and urban
waste, degrading water quality
in the Arkavathi basin. Moni-
toring data shows high organic
pollution, bacterial contamina-
tion, and reduced dissolved
oxygen in stretches receiving
its inflows, harming the river's
ecological health.

Despite the Rs 391-crore
rejuvenation project for Byra-
mangala reservoir, the report
says such measures fail to ad-
dress the root cause, un-
checked discharge of sewage
and industrial effluents into
Vrishabhavathi.

It warns that these efforts
merely shift pollution down-
stream, placing an unfair bur-
den on farmers in areas like
Kanakapura and the Harobele
dam command region.

Man kills friend with
hammer in city

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 22-year-old warehouse
worker was allegedly beaten
to death with a hammer by his
friend in their rented house on
the city outskirts following a
dispute.

Police arrested the accused,
Mohammed Nasarulla (24)
within three hours of the
crime.

The deceased has been
identified as Kunal Kumar
(22), both residents of Atti-
mara in Goravigere near Kan-
namangala and natives of Bi-
har. Nasarulla worked in the
cold storage of a warehouse,
while Kumar worked in an-
other warehouse as a helper.
The incident occurred around
12.30am at their house. Pri-
mary investigation revealed

BREATHING SPELL

Nasarulla was upset as Kumar
allegedly abused his mother
and sister using foul language
repeatedly over the past 15
days over some minor issues.

Similarly, on Monday mid-
night, the duo got into an ar-
gument over a trivial issue.
Kumar again abused Nasarul-
la's mother.

Enraged by the continued
provocation, Nasarulla at-
tacked Kumar with a hammer,
fatally injuring him, and es-
caped from the house. Anoth-
er roommate of the duo in-
formed police about the inci-
dent. Avalahalli police regis-
tered a case under BNS sec-
tion 103(1) (murder) and
nabbed Nasarulla near KR
Pura railway station while he
was allegedly attempting to
flee.

Apartments await KAOMA-2025,
political timing clouds bill’s future

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The city's apartment resi-
dents are intensifying their
demand for the long-pend-
ing Karnataka Apartment
Ownership and Manage-
ment Act (KAOMA-2025),
as uncertainty continues
over when the legislation
will finally be tabled.
With the legislature ses-
sion in progress and MLAs
turning the spotlight on the
challenges faced by the
tech capital, members of
the Bangalore Apartments'
Federation (BAF) hoped
the proposed legislation
would not be put on the
back burner once again.
The residents said the
urgency stemmed from
persistent gaps in the ex-
isting Karnataka Apart-
ment Ownership Act-
1972, which they argue
fails to address key issues
such as redevelopment
norms, dispute resolution
mechanisms, and the pow-
ers and responsibilities of
apartment associations.
The absence of a com-
prehensive and updated
legal framework has made
governance within apart-

ment complexes difficult,
often leading to conflicts
and lack of accountability,
they pointed out.

According to BAF, the
city has over 1,700 apart-
ments and 3.5 lakh apart-
ment residents, though the
federation itself represents
only a section of this pop-
ulation.

BAF President Satish
Mallya said, the delay in
passing the KAO-
MA-2025 Act is leaving
citizens struggling to man-
age their apartments, re-
solve disputes, and protect
their ownership rights
without a clear legal
framework.

Kiran Hebbar, Treasurer
of BAF, said repeated de-
lays in tabling the bill
have made governance
within apartment commu-
nities increasingly diffi-
cult.

When certain provisions
are enforced while others
are overlooked, it creates
uncertainty.

A timely, clear, and uni-
form implementation of
the Act is essential for
transparency and smooth
functioning, he said.

BENGALURU CITY
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LG crunch
threatens to stall
over 3K MSMEs

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The spectre of complete shut-
down looms over Peenya In-
dustrial Area, one of the larg-
est industrial hubs in the
country, with disruptions in
gas supply threatening over
3,000 Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSMEs)
with slowdown or shutdown
of operations.

The situation is worsening
by the day, triggering fears of
production losses, delayed or-
ders, and wage stress on
workers.

Many units report that sup-
ply has dropped sharply, af-
fecting daily operations and
forcing production cuts. Near-
ly 3,500 industries in the
Peenya region are dependent
on LPG, which is a primary
source of production activity.
Fuel costs account for 15-30
percent of production expens-
es. We are already facing fis-
cal-end pressures and the up-
coming festival season, and
such disruptions will severely
affect output, manpower, and
the local economy, R Shiva-
kumar, former President of
Peenya Industries Association
(PIA), told.

He added that gas agencies
have cited supply constraints
and are distributing cylinders
based on availability. We re-
quest the government to inter-
vene, handhold the MSME
sector, and ensure a proper
dispatch schedule from man-
ufacturers. Without timely
supply, industries may be
forced to halt operations and
could face penalties for de-
layed deliveries, he said.

Peenya, spread over nearly
50 sgkm, is one of Asia's larg-
est industrial clusters, em-
ploying close to 13 lakh
workers. The cluster gener-
ates an annual turnover of
about Rs 35,000 crore and
contributes nearly Rs 8,500
crore worth of exports, mak-
ing it a critical pillar of Kar-

Industries dependent
on LPG for critical
processes such as

welding, heat treatment,
metal casting, and food
processing have been
grappling with irregular
supply over the
past 10 days.

‘Prolonged
disruption will hit
sector hard’

PIA president DP Da-
nappa said prolonged
disruption could lead
to reduced industrial
output, supply chain
bottlenecks in engi-
neering and automobile
components, increased
manufacturing costs,
and potential job losses
across the MSME
ecosystem.

nataka's manufacturing eco-
system.

Industry representatives
point to global factors exacer-
bating the crisis. India im-
ports 65-66 percent of its
LPG, over 90% of it from
war-ravaged West Asia. The
shortage is already disrupting
furnace-based operations, gas
cutting, and moisture-removal
processes across sectors such
as foundries, fabrication units,
powder coating, and pharma-
ceuticals.

For micro enterprises oper-
ating on thin margins, rising
fuel costs and supply uncer-
tainty are adding to working
capital stress.

Despite the gravity of the
situation, industry leaders say
no formal meeting has yet
been convened by the indus-
tries department to address
the crisis or discuss mitigation
measures.

Offer of free notebooks for schoolchildren under review: Min

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The initiative of distributing
free notebooks for the govern-
ment school students from the
2026-27 academic year, an-
nounced by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah at a state-level
Teachers' Day celebration last
year, is under review, accord-
ing to Minister for School Ed-
ucation and Literacy Madhu
Bangarappa.

The Chief Minister had an-
nounced that notebooks will
be distributed free of cost
along with textbooks. Later,
the same announcement was

r \..ﬂl]_l 5T ;<.

i T ,.u o <'_“”<g
e By
made by the state's school ed-
ucation minister at various
public events.

However, with no mention
of the freebie in the state bud-
get or in the call for intent for
books for the next academic
year, where schools had to
give the number of books re-
quired, it was evident that free

notebooks would unlikely be
distributed.

Replying to a question in
the Legislative Council during
the ongoing session, he said
the policy is under review.

When asked whether the an-
nouncement was on hold be-
cause the finance department
had rejected the proposal, the
Minister said the proposal is
being examined at the govern-
ment level.

As per the September 2025
announcement, all students in
46,000 government schools
and 7,000 aided schools were
to get free notebooks along

with textbooks from the 2026-
27 academic year.

Meanwhile, books for reme-
dial classes, the Marusinchana
programme will be distributed
only among students who
have not achieved the expect-
ed learning levels. Marusin-
chana was initiated in 2023 to
help students catch up on the
age-appropriate learning lev-
els.

While initially all students
were given the worksheets, it
was later restricted to only a
few students.

The programme is being
conducted for classes 6-10.

Hail pelts B’luru, IMD forecasts more storms

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Unseasonal rain accompanied
by hailstorms swept across
several parts of North Benga-
luru, bringing much-needed
relief from scorching heat but
also disrupting daily life.
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) scientists is-
sued a forecast of thunder-
showers at isolated places in
districts along with strong,
gusty winds at a speed of 30-
40 kmph till the weekend.
CS Patil, Scientist at IMD,
Bengaluru, attributed the hail-
storm to multiple factors.
There is a north-south trough
extending over interiors of
Karnataka besides discontinu-
ity of winds. This apart, all
districts have reported scorch-
ing heat over the past few

days, resulting in intense hail-
storms at isolated places of
North and South-interior Kar-
nataka districts.

In Bengaluru, parts of San-
jaynagar and Hebbal saw hail-
storms in the evening. Sanjay-
nagar resident Madukar Raj
told, I have seen hailstorms in
the city before, but these were
big ice cubes. We had hail-
storms for close to 10 minutes

and then good rain. I ran out
just to see the cubes. It was
nice to watch, though people
travelling should take care.

Light-to-moderate showers
lashed parts of RT Nagar,
Hebbal, Nagawara and Kam-
manahalli at night.

IMD officials said, there’s
possibility of intense thunder-
storms between Dodda-
ballapur and Chikkaballapur

areas, including Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA) as
well. Despite the thunder-
showers, IMD officials said
maximum and minimum tem-
peratures are likely to hover
around 33 degree C and 21
degree C, respectively in Ben-
galuru. Greater Bengaluru
Authority issued a rain advi-
sory following forecast of
light-to-moderate showers
across the city.

The disaster management
team urged residents to avoid
travelling during heavy spells
of rain, stay away from elec-
tric poles and trees due to
safety risks, and avoid water-
logged underpasses. Citizens
can reach out through GBA
helpline (1533) or WhatsApp
number (94806 85700) in
case of emergencies.

Notorious thief Pulsar Babu arrested

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Sadashivanagar police
have arrested a notorious
thief who was involved in a
series of thefts at wedding
houses.

The arrested accused,
Babu alias 'Pulsar Babu', a
native of Channapatna, was
caught red-handed by the
police when he was caught
stealing from a wedding at
Palace Grounds.

The arrest of the Khatar-
nak thief has led to several
cases of robbery of valu-
ables, including gold orna-
ments, mobile phones, tar-
geting young children in
wedding homes.

Pulsar Babu had targeted
big wedding chloultries.
When the attention of the
wedding guests was distract-
ed, especially the young

children, he used to steal. He
used to steal gold ornaments
and mobile phones from his
children.

He also stole cameras, lap-
tops and bikes from the wed-
ding house.

The accused, Pulsar Babu,
was involved in 19 theft cas-
es. He used to steal for the
sake of luxury and fun, and
had repeatedly committed
thefts and went to jail. How-

ever, during the Corona pan-
demic, around 2000 people
who were in minor cases
were released. Pulsar Babu
came out of jail and contin-
ued his theft activities.

He used to melt the stolen
gold ornaments and get the
Tirupati lockets and rings
made as per his wishes. He
used the stolen money to
buy cars and roam around
and have fun.

A total of 2 cars, 132
grams of gold jewellery, 7
mobiles, 1 camera, 2 lenses,
2 laptops, Rs 1.20 lakh in
cash and four bikes worth Rs
42.38 lakh were seized from
the accused.

With the arrest of Pulsar
Babu, a total of 8 cases of
theft have been registered in
Sadashivanagar, Varthur,
Jalahalli, Hennur and Bagal-
gunte police stations.
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Head Constable Dies
After Sudden Heart
Attack

KOLAR
Ahead constable died af-
ter suffering a heart at-
tack in Kolar. The de-
ceased, Venkataraman-
appa, aged 50, was a resi-
dent of Seesandra village
in Kolar taluk. He was
serving at the Origam Po-
lice Station under KGF
district police. According
to reports, he had been
following medication and
a diet plan to lose weight.
He suffered a heart attack
at home early in the
morning and passed
away while being taken to
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istrict banks urged
o meet RBI targets

Under PMFAAE and PMSGAARBY, Rs. 20.53

crore and Rs. 9.05 crore were sanctioned

tion.

the hospital. Police offi-
cials and locals expressed
grief over his sudden
death.

Inactive
cooperative societies
face closure

CHITRADURGA
Authorities have begun
action to close several in-
active cooperative socie-
ties in Chitradurga district
under existing laws and
rules. Officials said these
societies have not been
functioning for a long
time. Members and the
public can submit objec-
tions within seven days to
the Deputy Registrar’s of-
fice in the city. Societies
listed for closure include
poultry, handloom, and
sheep production groups

RBI Assistant General Manager Ni-
sha Thakur directed district bank of-
ficials to prioritize achieving targets
set by the Reserve Bank of India
during the District Lead Bank Prog-
ress Review Meeting held at Dr. V.S.
Acharya Hall, Zilla Panchayat, Ra-
jatadri, Manipal.

She noted that banking penetration
in the district is limited and urged of-
ficials to expand business, organize
awareness programs about loan and
subsidy facilities, and improve the
credit-deposit (CD) ratio, which has
increased from 48.47% to 49.54%
this year. She stressed that banks
should continue active participation
in central government schemes, cit-
ing Rs. 6.59 crore disbursed to 165
beneficiaries under the Prime Minis-
ter’s Employment Generation
Scheme, and Rs. 36.65 crore in loans
to 4,028 beneficiaries under the PM
Vishwakarma scheme. Officials were
instructed to reduce rejected applica-
tions and prioritize subsidy distribu-

Under the PMFAAE and PMS-
GAABY schemes, Rs. 20.53 crore
and Rs. 9.05 crore have been sanc-
tioned to beneficiaries respectively.
Thakur highlighted the need to in-
crease support for education and en-
couraged banks to conduct awareness
camps in schools and colleges.

Canara Bank Regional Manager
Tadinada Srinag Purnanand shared
that the district has 439 bank branch-
es with total business of Rs. 67,840
crores, marking 9.96% growth over
last year. Loans provided have grown
11.58% to Rs. 22,475 crore. So far,
92.91% of the annual credit plan tar-
get of Rs. 15,514.16 crore has been
achieved, with high performance in
sectors like agriculture, MSAA, edu-
cation, and housing. Officials were
urged to aim for 100% achievement
of all targets.wwThe meeting was at-
tended by Zilla Panchayat Planning
Director Vijay Kumar, SCDCC Bank
AGM Rajesh Shetty, Rudset Director
Dr. Bommai, and other district-level
officials and bank heads.

in Chitradurga and Hiriyur
taluks. Officials stated
this step aims to improve
accountability and ensure
only active societies con-
tinue to operate for public
benefit and local devel-
opment in the district.

Light rain brings relief
across Chitradurga
district

CHITRADURGA
Chitradurga district re-
ceived light rainfall on

Tuesday, with an average
of 3.2 mm recorded
across the region. Chitra-

CHITRADURGA
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Chitradurga Red Cross wins

global excellence honor

rumurthy accepted the award on be-

durga district saw varied
rainfall in different taluks.
Challakere recorded the
highest at 7 mm, while
Chitradurga taluk got 1.6
mm. Hiriyur and Hosadur-
gareceived 2.7 mm and
1.7 mm respectively, while
Molakalmuru reported 3.2
mm.Rainfall differed
across hoblis, with some
areas like Parashurampur
and Talaku receiving over
8 mm.

The Indian Red Cross Chitradurga
District Branch has received major
recognition for its humanitarian ser-
vice and blood donation efforts. The
organization was honored with the
National Social Impact Award and the
international World Record of Excel-
lence title. The award was presented
during the Sensation 2 Blood Dona-
tion Award Ceremony held at Gandhi
Bhavan in Bengaluru. Branch Vice
Chairman Arun Kumar, Secretary
Mazhar Ullah, and Director S V Gu-

half of the team. Several dignitaries
attended the event and appreciated the
branch work in saving lives and help-
ing people in need. The recognition
highlights the dedication of volun-
teers and staff who have worked tire-
lessly for the community. The branch
continues to promote blood donation
and social service activities. Members
expressed happiness and said the hon-
or will inspire them to serve society
with more commitment and compas-
sion in the coming days for better
public health and awareness efforts.

Kudur KPS School distributes almond milk to students

MAGADI

In a special gesture to support stu-
dents appearing for the SSLC ex-
ams, Kudur town’s Karnataka Pub-
lic School (KPS) distributed al-
mond milk to all examinees on
Wednesday. The initiative aimed to
boost students’ confidence and en-
sure their health during the crucial
exam period.

The program was organized in
collaboration with Bamul Vice
President K.E.B. Rajanna and the

school development committee,
with supervision to ensure smooth
execution. BEO
drasekharaiah visited the exam
center to encourage students and
emphasize the importance of re-
maining calm and focused.

dents, wishing them concentration,
good results, and a bright future.
He encouraged them to excel aca-
demically and grow into responsi-
ble citizens. The main entrance of
the school was decorated to create
an inspiring atmosphere for the
students. Former member Jayara-

SC Chan-

Nutritious Nandini-brand al-
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Vishwakarma Samaj plans Padayatra
seeking reservation benefits

RAMANAGARA

Thousands of members of the Vish-
wakarma community are planning a
padayatra from Bidar to Bengaluru
within the next three months, de-
manding special reservation and
greater recognition from the govern-
ment.State president of the All Kar-
nataka Vishwakarma Mahasabha
and former MLC K. P. Nanjundi
announced the plan while speaking
to reporters in Ramanagara. He said
the march aims to draw attention to
the long-pending demands of the

community.Nanjundi stated that the
Vishwakarma Samaj, with a popula-
tion of over 40 lakh in Karnataka,
depends on traditional occupations
such as gold and silver work, car-
pentry, iron work, bronze work, and
sculpture.

Despite their contributions, he
said the community remains social-
ly and economically backward.He
expressed concern that the govern-
ment survey reportedly reduced the
community’s population count to
around 8 lakh, which has affected
their political representation and op-

portunities.

Nanjundi said he has been fight-
ing for the rights of the community
for over 25 years but has not seen
adequate progress in education, em-
ployment, or social justice. He
stressed the need to promote the
community’s culture and improve
access to education for children.

He also demanded the establish-
ment of a Vishwakarma Develop-
ment Corporation, recognition of
Vishwakarma Jayanti, and support
for community-related studies and
welfare programs.
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CIN : U65923KL2010PLC039179

Regd Office: 8/596 A, F Building, Near

Swami Temple,
Cherppu - Thriprayar Road, Thriprayar, Thrissur, Kerala 680567
Phone No.: 0487-3520504, Website: www.manappuramhomefin.com

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the Authorized Officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd., having our re%isterqd office at 8/596 A, Padmaprabha Building, Near Sreerama Swami Temple, Cherppu - Thriprayar Road, Thriprayar, Thrissur, Kerala

680567 and branches at various places in India_ghereinafter referred to as “MAHO!

(m) of sub-section (1) of Section 2 of the Securi

ization and Reconstruction of financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002

IN”) is a Company registered under the Companies Act, 1956 and a Financial Institution within the meaning of sub-clause (i‘(? of clause
glerglnafter referred so as the Act) read with Notification No. S.0. 3466 (E)

dated 18th December, 2015 issued by the Govt. of India, Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi, inter alia carrying on business of advancing loans for construction and / or purchase of dwellint

units and whereas the Borrower / Co-Borrowers as mentioned in Column No. 2 of the below mentioned chart obtained loan from MAHO!

IN‘and whereas

MAHOFN being the secured creditor under the SARFAESI Act, an

in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 2 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers as mentioned
herein below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notices with further interest thereon within 60 days from the date of notice, but the notices could not be served upon some of them for various reasons. That in addition
thereto for the purposes of information of the said borrowers enumerated below, the said borrowers are being informed by way of this public notice.

mond milk was handed out to hun-
dreds of students, helping them
face the exams without fear and
with renewed energy. Youth Con-
gress President Kuduru Vinay
Gowda also addressed the stu-

mu, Vice President of the School
Development Committee KH
Nagesh, and other committee
members, including Hanumantra,
Kusuma, Shwetha, Diwakar, and
Sunil, were present.

SSIT College prepares for grand Kalotsava festival

TUMAKURU

Sri Siddhartha Institute of Technol-
ogy (SSIT) College is all set to host
its cultural festival, Kalotsava
2026, one of the biggest events on
campus. The festival was officially
launched when Vice-Chancellor
Dr. K.B. Lingegowda released the
Kalotsava 2026 logo at the college
premises.

Dr. Lingegowda called Kalotsava
the brand of SSIT College and
praised the students for their enthu-
siasm and creativity. He encour-
aged everyone to participate active-
ly and showcase their talents
during the festival.

Principal Dr. Mahantesh M.
highlighted that the event would
feature a wide range of competi-
tions, including unity and culture
team challenges, dance, music,
fashion shows, and other exciting

talent displays. He urged students
to make the most of this opportuni-
ty to demonstrate their skills and
creativity.

During the launch, the Kalotsava
2026 poster was unveiled, and tro-
phies for winners of various com-
petitions were presented. Students
from both teams gave a preview of
their performances, capturing the
attention of attendees with energet-
ic dance and music displays. Prepa-

rations are in full swing for the
grand celebration, which will take
place on March 27 and 28, 2026.
Academic Dean Dr. Renukalata,
Dr. Pradeep, Head of the Engineer-
ing Department, other professors,
and all heads of departments were
present to support the event. Stu-
dents are eagerly looking forward
to two days of fun, talent, and cul-
tural celebration that promises to
be both lively and memorable.

Sr. Name Of The Borrower/ Description Of Secured Asset In Respect Npa  |Date Of Notice Sent &|

No. Co-Borrower/Lan/Branch 0f Which Interest Has Been Created Date Qutstanding Amount

1 |Jagadeesh Shivanagouda Parutagoudar, All That Part And Parcel of Property Bearing Na Residential Property Bearing Gram Panchayat Property No. 605, Measuring East| 12-01- [19-01-2026 &
Basamma Shivanagouda Parutagoudar, West-7 Mtrs, North South-12Mtrs, Along With Residential Structure Bearing E-Property No.150100401700471448 of Nagur Village,| 2026 | Rs.515850/-
Shashikant Mallikarjungouda Patil, Within The Limits of Gram Panchayat Nagur, Dist: Bagalkot, Karnataka,Pin:587118. East-Basamma Shivangouda Paruthagoudar,

/NLAP0026035503/ Hubli West-Passagae, South-Road, North-Road

2 |Ravi Kumar R, Ramachrandra T, Sulochana S, |All That Piece And Parcel of The House Bearing Katha No. 50/56 And E-Katha No. 152500703501700062, Measuring East To West: | 12-01- [ 19-01-2026 &

/NHL00930016820/ Tumkur 9.7536 Meters And North To South: 10.97 Meters, Situated At Huyil Dore Village, Bukapattana Hobli, Sira Taluk, Tumkur District,| 2026 | Rs.369011/-
Karnataka, Pin: 572137. East-Property of Thimmaiah, West-Road, South-Property of Jayamma, North-House of Thimmakka

3 |Saritha H, Hanumanthu C, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 1427/H.B 20, P1.D. No. 152100303200120160, Situated At Thalagavadi Grama, | 14-01- | 19-01-2026 &

/MHL00340009645/ Mysore Thalagavadi Gramapanchayat, Malavalli Block, Mandya (D)., Admeasuring: 278.71 Sq Mts., Karnataka, Pin: 571430. East-Property of| 2026 | Rs.347412/-
Kalegowda Kullachowda, West-Road, South-Road, North-Property of Boregowda

4 |Gowramma, Mahadevashetty, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 85/1, PI.D No.152200522161020013, Situated At Baguru Grama, Kudlapura| 16-01- | 19-01-2026 &

/MLAP0090040703/ Vivekananda Circle Gramapanchayat, Nanjangud Block, Mysore (D), Admeasuring: 198.07 Sq Mts of Site 198.06 Sq Mts of Building, Karnataka, Pin:| 2026 | Rs.427992/-
571118. East-Road, West-Property of Basavashetty, South-House of Rangaswamy, North-House of Prema

5 |Mruthujany Chandrayya Kulakarni, Residential Property Bearing Swattin No. 150400305100102430 Gram Panchayat No. 1935 Total Measuring 160.54 Sq Mtrs Towards| 16-01- | 19-01-2026 &
Vishweshwarayya C Kulakarni, Chandrayya East-West: 16.4592 Mtrs. Towards North-South-9.7536 Mirs. Situated At Hirebagewadi Tq: & Dist: Belgavi, Karnataka, Pin: 591109.| 2026 | Rs.428019/-
Veerasangayya Kulkarni, Vajrakshi Chandrayya |East-Property of Mahantesh Gundopi, West-Government Road, South-Property of Abdul Khadar Maniyar, North-Property of Gram
Kulkarni, /NHL00980029947/ Belgaum Panchaya

6 |Drakshayini R, Mahadevaswamy S, All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing Kagalavadi Gramapanchayathi Property No. 346 And As Per Form No. 9 And 11 A Unique | 16-01- [19-01-2026 &
Puttaswamy R, No. 150800103500400423 Situated At Rechamballi Village, Chamarajanagara Taluk, Within The Jurisdiction of Kagalavadi Gramapanchayathi,| 2026 | Rs.368758/-
/MLAP0090004375/ Vivekananda Circle Karnataka, Pin: 571117 Measuring East To West : 12.192 Meters And North To South : 10.36 Meters. East-Site of Mahadevaiah Son

of Madaiah, West-Site of Jadeswamy Son of Dasegowda, South-Road, North- House of Puttaswamy Son of Rachaiah

7 |Kamalavva Basavanni Danadavar, Kamalesh Residential Property Bearing Gp No: 404, 17X60=1020 Sq Fts, Situated At Panagutti, Within The Local Limits of Gram Panchayat| 16-01- | 19-01-2026 &
Basappa Danadavar, Anjali Kamalesh Danadavar, |Dharanatti [Rangadolli] And Within The Local Jurisdiction of Sub-Registrar Belagavi Tal & Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka, Pin: 591243.| 2026 | Rs.299467/-
/MLAP0098005823/ Belgaum East-Public Road, West-House of Siddavva Basappa Halabar, South-House of Lagamavva Fakirappa Dandavar, North-Public Road

8 |Ayub Khan, B B Jan, Tabrj Khan, All That Piece And Parcel of The Residential Building Bearing Grama Panchayath Khatha No. 931/4 And E-Khatha No. 152500502701320081 16-01- [ 19-01-2026 &
/NLAP0093041961/ Tumkur Measuring East To West: 25.2984 Mtrs And North To South: 15.24 Mtrs Is Situated At Byalya Village, Puravara Hobli, Madhugiri Taluk,| 2026 | Rs.833365/-

Tumkur District, Karnataka, Pin: 572175. East-Land Belongs To Nanjundappa And Site Belongs To Gouse Khan., West-Site Belongs To
Ugrareddy., South- Land Belongs To Mallikarjuna Reddy., North-Vaddarahatti Road And Site Belongs To Gouse Khan.

9 |Mohammed Zaid N, Fahima Begum, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 810/164, P1.D. No. 152200703302702072, Situated At Gargeshwari Grama, Gargeshwari| 16-01- [ 19-01-2026 &
Nazim Shariff, Mohammed Faraz, Gramapanchayath, T. Narasipura Block & Mysore (D), Admeasuring: 107.30 Sq Mts of Site 103.12 Sq Mts of Building, Karnataka,| 2026 | Rs.612120/-
/NHL00900041499/ Vivekananda Circle Pin: 571110. East-House of Vajeer Jhan, West-House of Jakeer Hussain, South-Road, North-House of Phathima Bi

10|Bishtappa Nagappa Kolkar, Bharati Bishtappa | All That Piece And Parcel of G. P No. 160/K/2, Total Measuring: 1620 Sq Fts, Towards East-West: 75 Ft, Towards North-South: 21.6 Ft,| 16-01- | 19-01-2026 &
Kolkar, Sushila Nagappa Kolkar, Situated At Hireangrolli. Within The Limits Of Gram Panchayat Gandigawad, Sro Khanapur. Tal: Khanapur, Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka,| 2026 | Rs.522228/-
/NLAP0098041393/ Belgaum Pin: 591106. East-Panchayat Road, West-Own Open Property, South-Property of Nagappa Badiger, North-Property of Maruti Kolkar

11| Shridhar Maruti Kerwad, Maruti Siddappa All That Piece And Parcel of GP No: 608/A, Swattin No. 150400202300200871 Total Measuring: 119.210000 Sq Mtrs. That Is| 16-01- | 19-01-2026 &
Kerwad, Laxmi Tukaram Metri, Towards East- West 4.50,4.85 Mtrs And Towards North-South 25.50 Mirs, Situated At Bailur Within The Limits of Gram Panchayat| 2026 | Rs.511300/-
/MLAP0098054536/ Belgaum Bailur And Within The Jurisdiction of Sro Kittur. Tal: Kittur & Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka, Pin: 591115. East-Property of Durgavvaya

G , West-Property of Yamanavvadu Kerawad, South-Gram Panchayat Road, North-Property of Siddavva Maruti Kerawad

12|Nagamallamma C, Maheshaswamy HK, All ThatPiece & Parcel of The Property Bearing Hongalli Village Bagari Gramapanchayath Property No. 615 As Per Form No. 11B Unique No. | 16-01- [ 19-01-2026 &
Kendagannappa N, 150800200901120261 Situated At Hongalli Village Bagari Gramapanchayath Gundlupete Taluk, Chamaraj District, Total ing201.99| 2026 | Rs.346410/-
/MHL00900022685/ Vivekananda Circle Meters, Karnataka, Pin: 571111. East-Land of Kendagannappa, West-Land of Kendagannappa, South-Land of 1appa, North-Road

13|Ramu N, Narayanappa R, Adilakshmamma, AllThatPiece AndParcelof The Residential BuildingBearing GramaPanchayathKhathaNo. 24/34 AndE-KhathaNo.152500501000100200 | 16-01- | 19-01-2026 &
/NHL00930050147/ Tumkur MeasuringEastToWest:4.8768MtrsAndNorthToSouth: 16.154400Mtrs|s Situated AtGaraniVillage, I.d.halliHobli, Madhugiri Taluk, Tumkur| 2026 | Rs.539239/-

District, Karnataka, Pin: 572124. East-House Belongs To Lakshmamma, West-House Belongs To South-Road, North-Road

14|Shree Rangamma H, Bhaskar K H, AllThat Piece And Parcel of The House Bearing Katha No. 119/108/108 And E-Katha No. 152500701200420048 Measuring East To West: | 16-01- [ 19-01-2026 &
Hanumanthayya K, 9.144 Meters And North To South: 12.192 Meters, Situated At Kaluvarahalli Village, Gowdagere Hobil, Sira Taluk, Tumkur Dist., Karnataka,| 2026 | Rs.338078/-
/MHL00930022866/ Tumkur Pin: 572139. East-V: it Site of West-Vacant Site of Sannabhathaiah, South-Vacant Site of Narasimhappa, North-Road

15| Shilpa S, Shivaraj M, Chandramma M, All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property Bearing No. 151600201500900048, Gram Panchayath Khatha No. 54 And The | 17-01- [ 19-01-2026 &
Suresh M, Property Situated At Mylanahalli Village, Puralehalli Gram Panchayath, Arasikere Taluk And Hassan District An Measuring: East To West:| 2026 | Rs.468234/-
/NHL00910011066/ Hassan 9.144Meters AndNorth To South: 9.144 Meters, Totally Measuring 83.61 Square Meters And Constructed Plinth Area 83.61 Square Meters,

Karnataka, Pin: 573103. East-Government Property, West-Road, South-Government Property, North-Property Belongs To Sri. Mallaiah

16 |Radha, Akshay A M, All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property Bearing No. 19-128- 22/1, Ward No. 12, Sas No. 338/1325/A, And Property | 17-01- | 19-01-2026 &

/MHL00910044015/ Hassan Situated At Edigara Colony Arasikere Taluk Hassan District Measuring East To West 3.810008 Meters And North To South 9.144018| 2026 | Rs.314230/-
Meters, Totally Measuring 34.838625 Square Meters And Constricted Plinth Area 34.838625 Square Meters, Karnataka, Pin: 573103.
East-House Property of Sri. Pakyaraju, West-House Property of Sri. Anjinamma, South-Vacant Site, North-Road

17 | Devaraj Nandyanayk Lamani, Ratnabayi All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There on Being Bearing Site/Khatha/Property No. 18/1, E-Property [ 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Nandyanayk Lamani, Deepa Devaraj Lamani, No. 151700402300101064, Measuring East-West 19.09 Meter X North-South 8.18 Meter, Total 156.190000 Sq. Meter, Including| 2026 | Rs.527898/-
/MLAP0144051254/ Shikaripura 101.000000 Sq. Meter House, Situated At Village, N: da Village Panch h, Rattihalli Taluk, Haveri District,

Karnataka, Pin: 581210. East-Property of Halesh Naik Ramanaik Lamani, West-Property of Chandra Naik Gadigya Naik Lamani,
South-Panchayath Road, North-Property of Jagadeesh Naik Lamani

18| A K Haleshappa, Renukamma, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There on Being Bearing Site/Khatha/Property No. 151, E-Property No.| 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Hanumantha A K, Aishwarya Suresh Harijan, 151200503600100240, Measuring Total 107.024302 Sq. Meter, Including 107.024302 Sq. Meter House, Situated At Madanabhavi| 2026 | Rs.554984/-
/MLAP0144049861/ Shikaripura Village, Basavanahalli Village Panchayath, Nyamathi Taluk, Davangere District, Karnataka, Pin: 577223. East-Village Panchayath Road,

West-Property of Haladamma, South-Property of Narasimhappa, North-Village Panchayath Road

19 |Hanmantappa Basappa Kamathar, Geeta Residential Ashraya Yojana Property Bearing Site No. 13 In Block No. 366/5 Measuring 20 X 30 Ft Total 600 Sq. Ft Situated At Gokul | 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Hanamantappa Kamatar, Bhimappa Village. Tq: Hubli Dist: Dharwad, Karnataka, Pin: 580030. East-Plot No. 12, West-Road, South-Road, North-Plot No. 56 2026 | Rs.613286/-
Mahadevappa Gudli,

/C090COLONS000005001756/ Hubli

20|Ramesh GM, Mauneshwarachar J M, All That Piece And Parcel In Respect of The Site No. 42, Current Door No. 681/3, Khatha No. 3060, Measuring 20 X 30 Fts I.e 600 Sq| 19-01- [20-01-2026 &
Minakshamma M, Fts, Situated At Durgambhika Badavane, Nittuvalli, Davangere, Karnataka, Pin: 577004. East-Site No. 43, West-Site No. 41, South-| 2026 | Rs.746717/-
/NLAP0048002498/ Davangare Road, North-Site No. 33

21| Guddappa Takrappa Goudageri, Ningappa T All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 800/B, E Swathu No. 151700502500100168, Measuring 12.20 X 9.15 Mts l.e| 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Goudageri, Thakreppa Kubeppa Goudageri, 111.63 Sq Mts, Situated At Venkatapura Village, Kakola Gram Panchayath, Ranebennur Taluk, Haveri Dist., Karnataka, Pin: 581115.| 2026 | Rs.700962/-
Sheelavva Takrappa Goudageri, Shashikala East-Property of Bheemappa Goudageri, West-Property of Ningappa Goudageri, South-Gram Panchayath Road, North-Property of
Guddappa Goudageri, Somappa Goudageri
/NHL00480022819/ Davangare

22|Ramesh B, Sheela BM, Kamalamma E, All That Piece And Parcel of Village Panchayath Property No. 241, Eswathu No. 151000201900200288, Measuring E-W 15.24 Meter, [ 19-01- [ 20-01-2026 &
/NHL00480029997/ Davangare N-S 6.70 Meter = 102.19 Sq. Mitrs, Situated At K. Ballekatte Village, Chitradurga Taluk & District, Karnataka, Pin: 577541. East-Vacant| 2026 | Rs.540888/-

Site of Veerappa, West-Road, South-Vacant Site of Rathnamma Devarajappa, North-House of Chowdamma Rudrappa

23 |Nilavva Ningappa Sannabudihal, Revaneppa All That Piece And Parcel of Village Panchayath Property Old No. 502/B New No. 502/2, E- Swathu No. 151700502700200834, | 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Ningappa Sannabudihal, Ningappa Nilappa Measuring 14.50 X 6.10 Meter = 88.45Sq. Mirs, Wherein House Constructed Measuring 88.45 Sg. Mirs, Situated At Asundi| 2026 | Rs.519914/-
Sannabudihala, Village, Within The Limits of Village Panchayath Asundi, Ranebennur Block, Haveri District, Karnataka, Pin: 581115. East-Property
/MHL00480035809/ Davangare of Beerappa Khichadi, West-Road In Same Property, South-Property of Chowdappa Neelappa Sannabudhihal, North-Property of

Neelappa Sanr i

24|Sujatha S, Govinda Raj V, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There On Being Bearing Site/Property No. 20, E-Property No.|[ 19-01- |20-01-2026 &
Venkataraja V, Pooja V, 152400501000300017, Measuring East-West 18.288 Meter X North- South 12.192 Meter, Total 222.96 Sq. Meter, Including| 2026 | Rs.447446/-
/MHL00510028227/ Shimoga 59.82 Sq. Meter, House, Situated At Buklapura Village, B, Beeranahalli Village Panchayath, Shivamogga Taluk, Shivamogga District,

Karnataka, Pin: 577227. East-Road, West-Conservancy Road, South-Property of Girisha, North-Property of Bv Srinivasa

25| Renukamma M, Mudol Goneppa, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No 253/7, E Swathu No. 151200400300221143 Measuring 8.10 X 7.50 Mts I.e 60.75| 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &

/MHL00480010256/ Davangare Sq Mts Situated At Arasikere Village, Arasikere Gram Panchayath Harappanahalli, Davangere, Karnataka, Pin: 583125. East-Vacant| 2026 | Rs.446684/-
Property Of Applicant, West-Vacant Property Of Applicant, South-Road, North-House of Sangappa Basavarajappa

26 |Ramesha Naik K, Githa Bai B, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No 91, E Swathu No. 151500402000101701, Measuring 10.05 X12.30 Mts I.C. 123.62 Sq| 19-01- [20-01-2026 &
Venkatesh Naik V, Mts, Situated At Madlagere Village, Madlagere Gram Panchayath, Harapanahalli Taluk, Vijayanagara Dist., Karnataka, Pin: 583131.| 2026 | Rs.260607/-
/NHL00480024969/ Davangare East-Cc Road, West-House of Pandya Nanik, South-House of Samyanaika, North-House of Puryanaik

27 |Manjunath Somappa Paschapur, Yamanavva Residential 11B Property Bearing GP No. 396, Property No. 150100200800280777, Measuring East To West: 7.62 Mtr And North| 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Somappa Pasahcapur, Somappa Bhimappa To South: 7.62 Mtr, Total Measuring 58.06 Sq Mtr And Building Measuring 58.06 Sq Mtr, Situated At Achanur Village Within Bilkerur| 2026 | Rs.829037/-
Paschapur, Nagaraj Somappa Pashchpur, Gram Panchayat, Tq: & Dist: Bagalkot, Karnataka, Pin: 587111. East-Property of Ameena Ibrahim Soudagar, West-Road, South-Road,

Sannagundappa Kollar, /NHL00260030601/ Hubli | North-Road

28| Chandrappa Kabballi, Chowdamma Kabballi, All That Piece And Parcel of Village Panchayath Property No. 143/1, E-Swathu No. 151200401600120261, Measuring 10.3632 X| 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &
Panduranga Kabballi, 8.382 Meter = 86.86 Sg. Mtrs, Wherein House Constructed Measuring 86.86 Sq.mtrs, Situated At Kadabagere Village, Harapanahallif 2026 | Rs.614615/-
/NHL00480044831/ Davangare Taluk, Vijayanagara District, Karnataka, Pin: 583125. East-Sandu & House of Bangera Renukamma, West-Farm of Mudukappa, South-

Vacant Land of Chandrappa Kabballi & Kana of Talavara Halappa, North-CC Road

29| Geethamma, Madhukumar, Rashmi R, All That Piece And Parcel of Village Panchayath Property No. 749, E-Swathu No. 151200600700220284 Measuring 7.9248 X 12.192| 19-01- | 20-01-2026 &

/MHL00480045859/ Davangare Meter = 96.62 Sqg. Mtrs. Situated At Asagodu Village, Jagalur Taluk, Within The Limits of Village Panchayath Asagodu, Jagalur| 2026 | Rs.313669/-
Block, Davangere District, Karnataka, Pin: 577513. East-House of Renukamma W/0 Chandrappa, West-Land Belongs To Sahukara,
South-House of Shekarappa, North-Panchayath Road

30| Shivananda Basavant Sunakumpi, Shanta All That Piece And Parcel of Property of Bearing Gp No.65/2, Swattin No. 150400303000221714 Total Measuring: 22.296730 Sq Mtrs. | 19-01- [20-01-2026 &
Basavanta Sunakampi, Basavant Basappa That Is Towards East-West 2.4384 Mtrs, And Towards North-South 9.144 Mtrs Situated At Marihal Within The Limits of Gram Panchayat| 2026 | Rs.201933/-
Sunnkumpi, Marihal And Within The Jurisdiction of Sro Belagavi. Tal: & Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka, Pin: 591103. East-Property of Shri. Yallappa
/MLAP0098056350/ Belgaum Yaraguddi, West-Property of Smt. Savnkka Honnappanavar, South-Property of Singappa Sunakampi, North-Grampanchayath Road

31| Prakash Nooli, Sunita Prakash Nuli, All That Piece And Parcel of The Residential Property Bearing GP No. 1516A, Swattin No. 150400605000101662 Total Measuring 98.72 20-01- [22-01-2026 &
Sahashikant Bastwadi, Sq. Mtrs, Towards East-West: 5.06 Mtrs Towards North-South 19.51 Mir. Situated At Hebbal. Tal: Hukkeri & Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka,| 2026 | Rs.237553/-
/NLAP0098038933/ Belgaum Pin: 591221. East-By Property of Mallappa Dundappa Mathapati, West-Property of Rekha Girish Koli, South-Road, North-Drainage

32| Kishtappa, Sunitha, Manjunath, Residential 11B Property Bearing VPC No.276, Property No.152000102300120104, Measuring East To West: 6.4008 Mtr And North| 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
/NHL01270039725/ Koppal To South: 15.5448 Mtr, Total Measuring 99.50 Sq Mir And Building Measuring 99.50 Sq Mir Situated At Ingaladal Village Within| 2026 | Rs.835355/-

Musalapur Gram Panchayat, Tq: Kanakagiri & Dist: Koppal, Karnataka, Pin: 584119. East-Property of Shivappa, West-Property of
Amaresh, South-Open Property, North-Road

33| Putta Thayamma M, Siddaraju M, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No.7/7, PI.D. No.152200101605000007, Situated At Padukote Village,| 21-01- |22-01-2026 &
/MHL00340021356/ Padukotekaval Grama Panchayath, Heggadadevanakote Taluk, Mysuru District, Measuring East To West 15.24 Meters And North To| 2026 | Rs.354452/-
Mysore South 15.24 Meters, Totally 232.25 Square Meters, Karnataka, Pin: 571189. East-House Belongs To Lakshmi Chikkanaika, West-

House Belongs To Mahadevegowda, South-Road, North-Land Belongs To Mahadevegowda

34 |Basanagouda Fakkiragouda Karigoudar, Property Bearing No. 113, PL.D. No. 151300501900320047, Near Korneshwara Temple Goudar Street, Villege Arahatti, Tq Navalgund, | 21-01- [ 22-01-2026 &
Mallikarjungouda Basangouda Karigoudar, Dist Dharwad, Karnataka, Pin: 582208 Admeasuring 111.48 Sq Mts. East-Plot No. 112, West-Plot No. 114, South-Plot No. 132,| 2026 | Rs.332063/-
Lingaraj Basappa Jaladi, North-Govt Road
/NLAP0117016335/ Raichur

35|Ds ppa, Shankramma, Residential 11B Property Bearing VPC No.292, Property No. 152000102300120118 Measuring East To West: 12.192 Mtr And| 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
/NHL01270053686/ Koppal North To South: 5.7912 Mtr, Total Measuring 70.606310 Sq Mtr And Building Measuring 70.606310 Sq Mtr, Situated At Ingaladal| 2026 | Rs.633718/-

Village Within Musalapur Gram Panchayat, Tq: Kanakagiri & Dist: Koppal, Karnataka, Pin: 584119. East-Road, West-House of
Hanumangouda, South-Road, North-Drainage

36 | Sharathkumar, Ningammani, Bharath S, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 207/151, PI.D. No. 152200701207400204, Situated At Kallipura Grama, | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &

/NLAP0034043333/ Mysore Ukkalagere Gramapanchayat, T. Narasipura Block, Mysore (D)., Admeasuring : 111.48 Sq Mts., Karnataka, Pin: 571120. East-Site| 2026 | Rs.535644/-
No. 03, West-Site No. 01, South-Road, North-Hiduvali Property

37 |Ningaraju M, Jayamma C, Mahadevanayaka N, | All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 517/31, P1.D. No. 150800300500300502, Situated At Kempanapalya Grama, | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &

/NHL00340026351/ Mysore Siddaiahnapura Gramapanchayat, Kollegala Block, Chamarajanagara (D), Karnataka, Pin: 571440 Totally Measuring 111.48 Sq Mts.,| 2026 | Rs.516407/-
Building Measuring 22.30 Sq Mts.. East-Site No. 32, West-Hiduvali Land, South-Road, North-Site No. 30

38|Ramachandra S R, Geetha S R, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 54/1, PI.D. No.152100100100400078, Situated At Sasalu Village, Ikanahalli| 21-01- [22-01-2026 &
Kamalamma N, Gramapanchayath, Krishnarajapete Taluk, Mandya District, Totally Measuring 65.40 Square Meters, Karnataka, Pin: 571423. East-| 2026 | Rs.363948/-
/NHL00340033951/ Mysore Conservancy & House Belongs To Jayamma, West-Vacant Place & Canal Road, South-Vacant Place, North-Vacant Place

39|Yashodha K, Kumarappa D, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There on Being Bearing Site/Khatha/Property No. 334/3/A,| 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
/MHL00510019258/ Shimoga E-Property No. 152400500100100308, Measuring East-West 18.288 Meter X North-South 6.096 Meter, Total 111.48 Sq. Meter,| 2026 | Rs.383195/-

Including 41.81 Sq. Meter Situated At Balekoppa-1 Village, Balekoppa Village Panchayath, Shivamogga Taluk, Shivamogga District,
Karnataka, Pin: 577423. East-Hiduvali Land, West-Road, South-House of Sharadamma, North-House of Hanumanthappa

40| Paramesh R, Halamma M, Pavan Kumar P, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There On Being Bearing Site/Khatha/Property No. 298, E-Property | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &

/NHL00510033831/ Shimoga No. 151000401801020041, Measuring Total 92.81 Sq. Meter, Situated At Uganekatte Village, N. G. Halli Village Panchayath, Holalker| 2026 |Rs.1008327/-
Taluk, Chithradurga District, Karnataka, Pin: 577526. East-Property of Channabasappa Re Survey Number, West-Road, South-Vacant
Property of Malleshappa, North- Vacant Property of Manjappa

41|Sunkappa D, Rangamma S, Mallappa J, Residential Municipal City Property Bearing Property No. 110, Unique No:9275519064, Total Measuring = 111.4841 Sq Mitr. At Ward No. 12.RG. | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
/NHL01170030545/ Raichur Nagar Karatagi. TG: karatagi, Dst:koppal, State: Karnataka, Pin Code: 583229. East-Road, West-Road, South-Plot No. 109, North-Plot No. 111| 2026 | Rs.468543/-

42| Devamma Hiremani, Erappa Hiremani, Residential Property Bearing Property No. 365 Near Water Tank Chilwadgi Village Koppal(Tq) Koppal(Dist), Measuring 63.90 Sq Mtrs. | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
Ningappa Hiremani, Eranna B, Including Built Up Area Measuring 688 Sq Ft, Karnataka, Pin: 583230. East-Road, West-Balamma Gobbi House, South-Basalingamma| 2026 | Rs.279084/-
/NHL01170009796/ Raichur Uddar House, North-Road

43| Ashwath M C, Gunasheela M, Shivakumar K, | All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 111/120A, P1.D. No. 152900102301220034, Situated At Moledoddi Village And | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
/NLAP0092003425/ Vinayanagar Ramnagara Neelasandra Grama Panchayath, Chanapatana Taluk And Ramanagara Dist, Measuring East To West: 4.7244 Mtr And North To South:| 2026 | Rs.447868/-

10.06 Mtr, Karnataka, Pin: 562160. East-House of Bommaiah, West-Site of Sakamma, South-Govt. Road, North-House of Andani

44|Uma, Ramesha, Dhanalakshmi, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There On Being Bearing Site/Khatha/Property No. 37, E-Property | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &

/MLAP0051040357/ Shimoga No. 152400101100300908, Measuring Total 81.29 Sq. Meter, Situated At Arahatholalu Village, Arahatholalu Village Panchayath,| 2026 | Rs.439239/-
Bhadravathi Taluk, Shivamogga District, Karnataka, Pin: 577234. East-Kaluve Road, West-Site No. 38, South-Road, North-Road

45| Shivaraja Naik H P, Papa Naik, Seetha Bai, All That The Piece Or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There on Being Bearing Site/Property No. 206, E-Property No.| 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &

/NHL00510010714/ Shimoga 152400502600500288, Measuring East-West 12.192 X North-South 24.384 Meter, Total 297.29 Sq. Meter, Including 102.19 Sq.| 2026 |Rs.1032133/-
Meter Building, Situated At Hunasodu Village, Abbalagere Village Panchayath, Shivamogga Taluk, Shivamogga District, Karnataka,
Pin: 577225. East-Property of Durgya Naika, West-Property of Peekya Naika, South-Road, North-Road

46 |Kenchamma, Kariyappa K, Rekha R, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There on Being Bearing Site/Khatha/ Property No. 60, E-Swathu| 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &

/MLAP0051047969/ Shimoga No. 151000502000220015, Measuring East-West 7.62 Meter X North-South 7.62 Meter, Total 58.064400 Sq. Meter, Including| 2026 | Rs.212541/-
58.064400 Sq. Meter, Situated At Kerekodihatti Village, Lakkihalli Village Panchayath, Hosadurga Taluk, Chitradurga District,
Karnataka, Pin: 577527. East-Pathway, West-Galli, South-Pathway, North-Pathway

47 | Chikka Beeramma, H K Manju, Kendaiah, All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing No.29, E Khatha No. 152100201801000026, Situated At Haralahalli Village, Hosakere [ 21-01- [ 22-01-2026 &

/MILAP0092036229/ Vinayanagar Ramnagara Grama Panchayath, Maddur Taluk, Mandya District, Total Measuring 153.57 Sq.meter Area, Karnataka,Pin:571419. East-Jayaramu,| 2026 | Rs.594032/-
West-P nma, South-Sannabeer: le, North-Road

48| Kalpana, K N Krishnamurthy, Deepthi K, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 188, E Khatha No. 152900302700900215, Situated At Kondahalli Village, | 21-01- | 22-01-2026 &
Deekshith K, Sathanuru Grama Panchayath, Magadi Taluk, Ramanagara District, Karnataka,Pin: 562120 Total Measuring 147.16 Sq. Meter. East-| 2026 | Rs.311264/-
/MHL00920038449/ Vinayanagar Ramnagara Remaining Own Property, West-Road, South-Road, North-Remaining Own Property

are put to notice that the said mortgage can be redeemed upon
public auction or private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as de
Take note that in terms of S-13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from transferring and/or dealing with the Secured Properties in any manner by way of sale, lease or in any other manner.

Date: 19" March 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA

aiYed in Section 13(8) of the SARFA|

her with further interest by the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower, MAHOFIN sh:

Notice, is therefore given to the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers, as mentioned herein above, calling upon them to make pa?/mem of the total outstanding amount as shown herein above, against the respective Borrower /

Co-Borrower, within 60 days of publication of this notice. Failure to make payment of the total outstanding amount together €

to take u/s 13(4) for enforcement of security interest upon properties as described above, steps are also being taken for service of notice in other manners asA) C 1ade. e

?a 'ment of the entire amount due tog%tlhgr{/v h costs, charges and expenses incurred by MAHOFIN at any time before the date of publication of notice for
ct.

all be constrained
rescribed under the Act and the rules made hereunder. You

Sd/- Authorised Officer Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
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Power supply
disruption scheduled
onMarch22

Chitradurga
Electricity supply will be
affected on March 22
along the 66/11 KV HD
Pura, Godabanal, Chitra-
halli, Arasanakaghatta,
and Chikkajazur routes
between Chitradurga and
Amritpur railway station.
The outage is expected
from 10 a.m.to 3 p.m. Vil-
lages including HDPura,
Thalya Kavalu, Uppari-
genahalli, Budipura, Nal-
likatte, Teklavatti, Cha-
mundeshwari, Doddapur,
Chikkandavadi, and many
more will experience
power variations during
this period. The Bescom
executive engineer re-
quested residents to co-
operate and plan their ac-
tivities accordingly. Au-
thorities assured that
maintenance work is
aimed at improving the re-
liability of electricity sup-
ply in the affected areas.

Manjunath urges
students to write
exams confidently

Hunsur

Former MLA H.P. Manju-
nath has encouraged stu-
dents of Hunsur taluk ap-

pearing for the SSLC ex-
ams to stay confident and

trust their hard work.
Speaking to reporters, he
said honest efforts al-

ways bring results and
wished all students good

luck. He reminded them
that the SSLC examis the

first step toward higher
education and a bright fu-

ture. “Face this test with
confidence and aim for a
successful life. Your dedi-
cation will shape your to-
morrow,” Manjunath add-

ed, inspiring students to

give their best.
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MLA LAUNCHES HEALTH

CENTER FOR AURAD VILLAGE

After Gudali Puja, Dr. Beldale stressed rural healthcare, urging timely, quality
construction and regular monitoring for the new center

BIDAR

Dr. Shailendra Beldale, MLA
of Bidar South, laid the foun-
dation for a new Health and
Wellness Center in Aurad (S)
village, aiming to provide
quality healthcare to the local
population. The center, with
an estimated cost of Rs. 65
lakh, will serve as a key facil-
ity for primary treatment and
emergency health services in
the area.

Speaking after performing
the traditional Gudali Puja,
Dr. Beldale highlighted the
importance of well-equipped
hospitals in rural areas and
said the new center would be
a significant step toward im-
proving healthcare and over-

all rural development.

He instructed contractors to
ensure timely and high-quali-
ty construction and asked of-
ficials to monitor the project
regularly to complete it on
schedule.

T

| 3

Aurad S Gram Panchayat
President Venkata Reddy and
local leaders including Raja
Reddy Shabada, Sangram
Shetakara, Suryakanta
Shedam, Narasimha Reddy,
Hema Thukka Reddy, Na-

gashetty Chatanalli, Jagan-
nath Chatanalli, Paramesh
Reddy, Veera Shedam, San-
tosh Jagadale, Shivakumar
Shedam, Siddharudha, Na-
gashetty Sajjanashetty,
Suryakanta Hoogara, Ashok
Gupta, Maruti Naganakera,
Shivaraj, Nayeema Saudagar,
Prabhu, Sabiramaiyya,
Ishamiya, and Chamana
Saudagar were present for
the event.

The MLA’s media coordi-
nator, assistant Nagesh Sidda,
facilitated the program. The
new health center is expected
to bring significant improve-
ment in medical services for
villagers and serve as a model
for similar initiatives in rural
areas of the constituency.

After receiving the honour, Ananthu thanked CM Siddaramaiah, recalling his
humble background, early election struggles, and political journey

Mining community felicitates newly
appointed State President

HUNSUR

Former mayor Ananthu, who
has been appointed as the first
president of the State Mining
Corporation, was honored by
members of the mining com-
munity at a function held in a
private hotel in Mysuru.
Speaking after receiving the
honour, Ananthu shared his
journey from humble begin-
nings. He said he belongs to a
small and backward commu-
nity and expressed gratitude
to Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah for supporting him
throughout his political ca-

reer. He recalled that he was
earlier made Mayor of Mysu-
ru and has now been given a
larger responsibility.

He also spoke about his ear-
ly election struggles, saying he
won twice without money.
During his third attempt, he
received financial help of
325,000 from Siddaramaiah,
which helped him secure vic-
tory. He noted that winning
elections without money has
become very difficult today.

Ananthu stressed that the
mining community remains
backward in education, econ-
omy, and politics. He prom-

ised to work hard for its de-
velopment by gaining the trust
and support of the people.
Retired DDPI Basavaraju
praised Ananthu for his simple
nature and dedication to public
service. Other speakers said

his appointment reflects efforts
to empower smaller communi-
ties. Leaders and members of
mining associations from My-
suru, Mandya, and nearby re-
gions attended the event and
extended their support.

O ibcworldnews.com

MLA urges relief
for distressed
tobacco farmers

HUNSUR

G. D. Harish Gowda has
urged the State government to
take immediate steps to sup-
port tobacco growers facing
severe losses due to a sharp
fall in prices. He raised the
issue during the Assembly
session, highlighting the fi-
nancial distress of farmers in
several regions.

He said nearly 50,000 farm-
er families depend on tobacco
cultivation in areas like Hun-
sur, Periyapatna, H.D. Kote,
K.R. Nagar, and Arakalagudu.
Despite producing good qual-
ity crops, farmers are strug-
gling as market prices have
dropped significantly in re-
cent months.

According to him, tobacco
prices fell from X278 per kg
in January to 3262 in Febru-
ary and further to 3243 in
March. Meanwhile, the cost
of production remains around
%185 per kg, leaving farmers
with heavy losses.

He also pointed to a recent
incident where a farmer from
Hunsur allegedly attempted
suicide due to financial stress,
calling it a serious warning
sign. He urged the govern-
ment to provide a support
price for tobacco and include
the crop under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana to
ensure insurance coverage.

Harish Gowda said that al-

Harish Gowda
criticized the State for
excluding tobacco
from support prices
and insurance, urged
independent action,
and suggested 325-335
per kg compensation,
citing Andhra Pradesh
2015

though the Centre announces
support prices for several
crops, tobacco is not included.
He demanded that the State
government take independent
action instead of waiting for
central decisions.

Referring to a similar situa-
tion in Andhra Pradesh in
2015, he suggested providing
compensation of 325 to %35
per kg to farmers. He criti-
cized the State for not imple-
menting the crop insurance
scheme for tobacco, saying it
is unfair to farmers and urged
immediate corrective action.

Farmers urged to balance
agriculture and family

SAKLESHPUR

Farmers in Sakleshpur were encour-
aged to adopt balanced farming and
maintain strong family values during
a meeting organised by the Kasaba
Hobli Growers Association.

Senior progressive farmer Y. C.
Rudrappa shared an emotional mes-
sage, urging farmers not to depend
only on commercial crops like cof-
fee. He suggested that every farmer
should also grow food crops on at
least a small portion of their land to
ensure stability and self-sufficiency.

He said a truly happy family is one
that has a cow, an elderly member,
and a child going to school, high-
lighting the importance of traditional
values along with modern life. His
words created a positive impact
among the farmers present.

Rudrappa also stressed the impor-
tance of personal health. He ex-
plained that just as individuals must

take their own medicine, they must
also be strong enough to face life’s
challenges independently.

The meeting included discussions
on sustainable farming methods,
modern lifestyle changes, and the
need to maintain harmony within
families. Farmers also raised con-
cerns about issues like wild elephant
attacks and challenges related to fi-
nancial laws.

Leaders announced that a delega-
tion from growers’ groups will visit
New Delhi to present these concerns

Deva Dasimaiya Jayanti celebration on March 23

VIJAYPURA

Shivananda Patil, Ravikumar N, and

Deva Dasimaiya Jayanti will be cele-
brated on March 23 at 10 am in the
district collector’s office hall. The
event is organized by the District
Administration, Zilla Panchayat, and
the Department of Kannada and Cul-

ture.

The program will be inaugurated
by Minister MB Patil, in charge of
Big and Medium Industries and In-
frastructure Development, while City
MLA Basanagowda Patil Yatnala will

preside.

Chief guests include Ministers

other prominent MLAs and MPs such
as Ramesh Jagajinagi, Sudha Murthy,
Prakash B. Hukkeri, and Appaji CS.
Leaders from various boards, corpo-
rations, and development authorities
will also attend. The celebration will
feature a special lecture by Mr. San-
thoshkumar S. Bande and a musical
performance by Ms. Ashwini
Hiremath.

The event aims to honor the legacy
of Deva Dasimaiya, promote Kannada
culture, and bring the community to-
gether for a day of remembrance,
learning, and cultural appreciation.

CEO inspects SSLC examination
centers, ensures smooth conduct

VIJAYAPURA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Ananda vis-
ited SSLC examination cen-
ters and the district webcast-
ing center at the Mini Sabha
on Wednesday to inspect
preparations and ensure
smooth functioning.

The CEO stressed that all
webcasting systems must
work without any technical
glitches and no activity
should be interrupted during
exams.

He instructed officials to
strictly follow rules and con-
duct exams without any laps-
es. School education depart-
ment staff and webcasting
center officials were directed
to take all necessary precau-
tions to avoid problems.

Rishi Ananda later visited
Hemareddy Mallamma High
School, PDJ High School, and
the Boys’ and Girls’ Govern-

ment Undergraduate Colleges
in Vijayapura. He reviewed
seating arrangements, invigi-
lator appointments, and basic
facilities including drinking
water, toilets, electricity, ven-
tilation, and first aid systems
in all exam rooms.

He urged that students be
allowed to write their exams
without fear or anxiety, high-
lighting the importance of a
calm and supportive environ-
ment.

The inspection was attend-
ed by SSLC District Nodal
Officer B. Kumbara, Head of
Webcasting Center Renuka
Kalaburgi, district exam ob-
servers, supervisors, police
personnel, health workers,
and other staff.

The CEOQO’s visit aimed to
ensure that every aspect of the
exam, from safety to technical
systems, was ready for stu-
dents to focus on their tests
confidently.

to the Central Government.

Information was also shared about
upcoming training on pepper and
honey cultivation, along with up-
dates on agricultural products and
techniques. The event saw participa-
tion from several farmers and asso-
ciation members, who said the meet-
ing gave them new ideas and moti-
vation to improve both farming prac-
tices and family life.

DISTRICT TO LAUNCH ‘CLEAN KALYANIS' DRIVE ON MARCH 23

CHIKKABALLAPUR

From March 23, Chikkaballapur district
will begin a three-month ‘Cleanliness
of Ancient Kalyanis’ movement to pre-
serve local water sources. District Pan-
chayat Chief Executive Dr. Y. Naveen
Bhatt emphasized that water is essential
for all life and conserving lakes, rakes,
and kalyanis is vital in this plain region.

The program aims to clean over 180
kalyanis across all Gram Panchayats
before the rainy season starts in June.
Volunteers, including public represen-
tatives, students, NSS and NCC
groups, youth organizations, and local
communities, will participate in

Shramdan activities to maintain hy-
giene and conserve water sources.

Key scheduled locations include
Manchanabale Gundlugurki, Bage-
pally Gulur Gangamma Temple,
Chintamani Kagati Kalyani, Gaurib-
idanur Vadadahosahalli Ramaligesh-
war, Gudibande Ellodu Hill Kalyani,
Shidlaghatta Doddathekahalli, Man-
chenahalli near Jarabandahalli Cre-
matorium, and Chelur Chakavelu
Digawa Payalavarapalli, with clean-
ing starting at 7 am at each site. The
initiative aims to increase ground-
water, promote environmental
awareness, and secure water for fu-
ture generations.

Free coaching offered for minority students

Vijayapura: The Minorities Welfare Department
has announced free coaching for 2026-27 for
Muslim, Christian, Jain, Buddhist, Sikh, and Parsi
students with PUC education. Courses cover pre-
NEET, JEE, K-CET, ICAR, CA-Foundation, CLAT,
and CUET exams for two years. Applications are
invited online, with the last date available on the
official portal. Students can also contact Taluk
Extension Officers, District Minority Information
Centers, and principals of Morarji Desai and gov-
ernment minority schools in Vijayapura, Mud-
debihal, Indi, Hubli, and Sindagi for details. The
program aims to help minority students prepare
effectively and improve their chances of success.

_NAME CHANGE _

|, SABEEHA SULTANA, W/o.
Sadulla T A, aged 56 years, residing
at No. 29, First Floor, 3rd Cross,
22nd Main, Vinayaka Nagara (Near
Munneshwara Temple) JP Nagar
5th Phase, Bengaluru-560078,
declare that SABEEHA SULTANA
and AYESHA SIDDIQA, Both the
names are belongs to one and
the same person i.e., myself only.
And continue my name in future
SABEEHA SULTANA, vide affidavit
dated: 12.03.2026 before notary V.
RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

_NAME CHANGE _

|, ARBIN TAJ MOHAMMED
YOUSUFF, W/o Mohamed
Yousuff Mohiddin, resident of
No. 30, 3rd Cross, Arokiyamma
Layout, Venkateshpuram,
Bangalore-560045, have
changed my name to ARBIN
TAJ, vide affidavit dated:
17.03.2026, before Notary
CHANDRA SHEKAR.M,
Bengaluru.

_NAME CHANGE _

|, MOULA BASHEER
MANSOOR AHMED, S/o
Basheer Ahmed resident
of No: 19, 2nd Main Road,
Shampura Main Road, K G
Halli, Bangalore-560045. Have
changed my name to MANSOOR
AHMED, vide affidavit dated:
18.03.2026, before Notary C
SHARADA, Bengaluru.

I, SHRIDEVI SHAMSUNDAR
KULKARNI D/o late
SHESHACHAR BURLI, W/o0 late
SHAMSUNDAR KULKARNI, R/o
No 1215, 11th Main Nagpura,
Near Bachpan School, West Of
Chord Road, 2nd Stage,
Mahalakshmipuram Layout,
Bangalore North, Bengaluru,
Karnataka- 560086, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
SHRIDEVIBURLI.

FORM NO. INC-26
[Pursuant to rule 30 the Companies
(Incorporation) Rules, 2014]
Advertisement to be published in the
newspaper for change of registered office of
the company
Before the Central Government
South - Western Region, Bangalore
In the matter of sub-section (4) of Section 13
of Companies Act, 2013 and clause (a) of
sub-rule (5) of rule 30 of the Companies
(Incorporation) Rules, 2014
AND
In the matter of SER INDUSTRIES LIMITED
(CIN: L60231KA1963PLC004604) having its
registered office at Chikkakuntanahalli
Villagebidadi Hobli Ramnagaram Taluk,
Bangalore, Bangalore, Karnataka, India,

South,

RAMESHSARASWATHI.

|, ANEEFA PAYADATH, S/o.

Kakkabbe Post, Madikeri
Taluk, Kodagu -571214,
Karnataka, camped at

name to HANIF PAYADATH
ALL, vide affidavit dated:
18.03.2026 before notary

MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

Ali, Resident of Kunjila Village

Bengaluru, have changed my

 cHance or Name | NAME CHANGE | NAME CHANGE |

I, SARASWATI RAMESH
W/o P A RAMESH, R/o
671/20, 11th Cross, 7th
Block West Jayanagar, B
Sk Il Stage, Bangalore
Bangalore,
Karnataka-560070, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as PALASAMUDRAM

|, TONY, S/o Shukur, resident
of No:46, 10th E Cross,
Munishwara Nagar, Near
Ashrafiya Masjid, Shampura
Main Road, R T Nagar
Post, Bangalore — 560032.
Have changed my name to
MOHAMMED TAHIR, vide
affidavit dated: 18.03.2026,
before Notary C SHARADA,
Bengaluru.

562109, Petitioner

Notice is hereby given to the General Public
that the company proposes to make
application to the Central Government under
section 13 of the Companies Act, 2013
seeking confirmation of alteration of the
Memorandum of Association of the Company
interms of the special resolution passed at the
Extra ordinary general meeting held on 20"

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed
that my client Sri. Prabhuraj. D. Ambli,
son of Durudundaiah Ambili, residing at:
No. 34, Archana Enclave, ISRO layout,
near Ganapati Temple, Prashanthi
Nagara, Bengaluru- 560078, has lost his

February, 2026 to enable the companytochange | | ©riginal registered deed of Ag
its Registered Office from the jurisdiction of
the Registrar of Companies, Bangalore to the
jurisdiction of the Registrar of Companies,
Pune, within the State of Maharashtra”.

Any person whose interest is likely to be
affected by the proposed change of the
registered office of the company may deliver
either on the MCA-21 portal
(www.mca.gov.in) by filing investor
complaint form or cause to be delivered or
send by registered post of histher objections
supported by an affidavit stating the nature of
histher interest and grounds of opposition to
the Regional Director (South - Western
Region) at the address 'E' Wing, 2nd Floor,
Kendriya Sadana, Kormangala, Banglore-

Sale i.e., original registered Agreement
of Sale without possession dated:
28-11-2019, registered in the office of
Sub-registrar, Ramanagara in Book No.
1 as document No. RMN-1-08768/2019-
20, stored in CD No. RMND613, regis-
tered on 28-11-2019 executed from Smt.
Jayalakshma mma wife of K. Devaraju in
favour of my client Sri. Prabhuraj. D
Ambli son of Durudundaiah Ambli, with
respect to the agricultural properties
bearing Survey No. 72/block20, measur-
ing 1 acre 20 guntas, and Survey No.
402/2, measuring 39 guntas, totally
measuring 2 acre 19 guntas, both are
situated at Hosuru Village, Bidadi Hobali,

of No.MMC8&RC/Tender/04/2025-26

MYSORE MEDICAL COLLEGE & =2
RESEARCH INSTITUTE, MYSORE é!:o

(Government of Karnataka- Autonomous Institute)
Irwin Road, Mysore-570001, Telephone No:- +91-0821-2520512 (0ff), 2520803 (Fax),
Email- mmcrimysore@yahoo.com, website: www.mmcri.karnataka.gov.in

Sub: Invitation of Short Term Re-Tender to run the Canteen at the

Campus of MMC & RI and Service Tender for KR Hospital in

Mysore Medical College and Research Institute, Mysore
The Short term Re-Tender has been invited as per Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurements Act 1999 to run the Canteen at
the Campus of MMC & RI and Service Tender for KR Hospital in
Mysore Medical College and Research Institute, Mysore. The Tender
documents may bid download from E-procurement websit:
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Those tenders which are not
submitted with E.M.D will be rejected

Date:17.03.2026

SHORT TERM RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION

560034, Karnataka within twenty one days of R Taluk, B luru South
the date of publication of this notice with a | | District (earlier Ramanagara District). S| Tender / Short term Re-| Commence | Lastdate of | Tender
copy of the applicant company atits registered He lost the above mentioned original No Tender date of tender tender Amount
office atthe address mentioned below: deed near Archakarahalli, Ijoor, submission | submission | (Rs.Lakh)
Chikkakuntanahalli Villagebidadi Hobli R gara Town. A pl is : R
Ramnagaram Taluk, Bangalore, Bangalore, lodged in Karnataka State Police through 1 SUP/VIV3/287/2024 25
Kamataka, India, 562109 online on 18-03-2026 under vide Lost Canteenin MMCRI | 4o 030006 | 01042026 |  31.90
For and on behalf of the Applicant | | Report No.2114795/2026. The Jurisdic- Compus

i Sd tional Police station is Ijoor Police Sta- 2| Sup/Viva/271/2024-25
Blaz;ceé'1§; OnSEI?)ZrS SUNIL KUMAR SHAHI tion, Ramanagara. Finders may return the Service Tender for KR

-bang MANAGING DIRECTOR same to the above said Police station or Hospital 18.03.2026 01.04.2026 280.00

(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

days from this publication.

la road, Hant

contact at the below address within 07

Contact Advocate Office address:
Signed/-Mr. Nagachandra. R,
Advocate, No. 59/A, Chiranjeevinilaya,

will be announced.

Ramanagara Town-562159,

Mobile No: 8884900848, 9886827848.

DIPR/MYSORE/Shirdi Sai/1856/2025-26

If, the last date for submission of Tender treated as holiday, the next
working day will be considered as last date. No Notification in this regard

Sd/- Director and Dean
Mysore Medical College &
Research Institute, Mysore
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Oppn slams Fadnavis govt
over acid attack on girl

Raut accused the govt of failing to control rising crimes against
arget political opponents

women and paying more attention to t

MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut
and Congress leader Vijay Wadet-
tiwar on Wednesday strongly crit-
icised Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis following an
acid attack on an 11-year-old girl
in Ahilyanagar district.

Both leaders raised concerns
over the state’s law and order sit-
uation and demanded accountabil-
ity from the government.

Raut said that if Fadnavis had
any conscience, he should resign
from the Home Department. He
accused the government of failing
to control rising crimes against
women and alleged that more at-
tention was being given to target-
ing political opponents than en-
suring proper governance. He also
questioned official statements and
claims that women and girls are
safe in the state.

Wadettiwar brought up the issue
in the Assembly through an ad-
journment motion, calling the in-

w
ab R

cident deeply disturbing. He ques-
tioned whether criminals still
feared the police and pointed out
that the victim from Sangamner
was in critical condition. He also
asked why the accused had not yet
been arrested.

Further, Wadettiwar alleged a
collapse of law and order and crit-
icised the local police for negli-
gence and corruption. He said
such failures by authorities give

confidence to criminals and result
in serious crimes.

Assembly Speaker Rahul Nar-
wekar described the matter as se-
rious and directed the government
to take immediate action and pres-
ent a detailed report in the House.

Raut also alleged that opposi-
tion MLAs and MPs were being
denied funds, claiming that public
money was being used unfairly
for political purposes.

Palam fire tragedy claims 9 lives, injures 3

© Continued from page 1

A devastating fire in Delhi’s Palam area
killed nine family members and injured
three others on Wednesday, officials
said. In a desperate attempt to escape, a
man and his one-and-a-half-year-old
daughter jumped from the third floor
after a rescue ladder failed to reach
them.

The child suffered fractures in both
legs, while her father sustained head in-
juries. Both were admitted to Safdarjung
Hospital for treatment.

The fire broke out in a five-storey
building near Ram Chowk Market,
which housed a cloth and cosmetic
showroom on the lower floors and the
residence of owner Rajender Kashyap’s
family above. Thick smoke quickly
filled the building, leaving residents
trapped.

Eyewitnesses said a ladder was placed
only up to the second floor, forcing
those on higher floors to take extreme
steps. During the chaos, the child
slipped from her father’s grip and fell,
while he later jumped and hit a parked
vehicle below. Another family member
escaped by jumping to a neighbouring
house but suffered burn injuries.

Neighbours tried to rescue the trapped
family by breaking windows and walls.
They alleged that there were no safety
nets and that the initial fire tender failed,
causing delays. Another fire engine re-
portedly arrived after nearly 50 minutes.

Around 30 fire tenders and 11 ambu-
lances were deployed, along with teams
from police, BSES, Air Force police and
NDREF. The fire has now been brought
under control, and the area has been
sealed. A forensic team will investigate
the cause of the blaze.

O ibcworldnews.com

ED attaches
properties
worth Rs 20.59

cr in dairy fraud
BHOPAL

The Enforcement Directorate
ED in Bhopal has attached 11
immovable properties worth
Rs 20.59 crore in connection
with a major dairy fraud case
involving M/s Jayshri Gayatri
Food Products Pvt Ltd and its
Managing Director, Kishan
Modi.

The action was taken under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002, fol-
lowing an ongoing investiga-
tion into the production and
export of adulterated dairy
products.

Officials said the company,
which sells products under the
brand Milk Magic, allegedly
replaced milk fat with palm
oil and harmful chemicals.
These products were sold in
India and exported abroad.

To secure export approvals,
the firm is accused of submit-
ting fake laboratory reports to
the Export Inspection Agency
in Indore. Later checks con-
firmed that many reports were
forged and never issued by
the laboratories.

Centre pushes PNG adoption,
asks states for quick approvals

© Continued from page 1

The Centre has also urged states
to expedite approvals for CGD
pipeline laying, mandate clear-
ance of new applications within
24 hours, waive road restoration
and other local charges, relax
working hours and seasons for
project execution, and appoint
nodal officers to ensure faster im-
plementation.

Commercial LPG users, partic-
ularly in urban areas, have been
encouraged to switch to PNG,
with CGD companies offering
multiple application channels and
incentives for new connections.

The push comes amid continued

(L TLEY

concerns over LPG availability,

even as supply conditions have
improved in recent days.4

Sharma said about 93% of LPG
bookings are now being made on-
line, while home delivery has in-
creased significantly to around
81%, up from 53% carlier.

The official said domestic LPG
production from refineries has
been ramped up by around 40%,
and there are adequate crude oil
inventories.

There has been no “dry-out” re-
ported at retail outlets or LPG dis-
tributorships, she added.

Government of Karnataka
Karnataka Public Works, Department, Sirasi Division(U.K),
Karnataka Ph: 08384-223164, Fax: 08384-224100
No. PWD/SR./Dn/AE/IFT/ 3054 SHI4059CMIDP/2025-26/ 3822 Date: 16.03.2026

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION

(1) The Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Sirasi invites tenders from
eligible tenderers, for the construction of works detailed in the Table
below. The tenderers may submit tenders for any or all of the works given
in the Table. The price tender which will be opened only if the
Tenderer is found to be qualified to execute the tendered works. The
Tenderers are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria
specified in Clause 3 of the Instructions to Tenderers to qualify for
award of the contract. (26.03.2021) (2) Tender documents may be
downloaded from Government of Karnataka e-Procurement website
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/eportal/index.seam under login for
Contractors: (3) Tenders must be accompanied by EMD Declaration form
Proforma attached (4) Tenders must be electronically submitted (on-line
through internet) with in the date and time published in e-procurement
portal. The technical bid will be opened after prescribed time and date in
the eprocurement portal, in the presence of the Tenderers who wish to
attend at the Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Department, SIRSI
Division. (5) Other details can be seen in the tender documents
(Total: 5 Works)
(1) Last date and time for Tender Queries/Clarifications: 25-03-2026 up
to 16.00.00 (2) Last Date and Time for receipt of tenders: 26-03-2026 up
to 16.00.00 (3) Date and Time for opening of Technical Bid: 27-03-2026
@ 16.30.00 (4) Date and Time for opening of Financial Bid: 30-03-2026
@16.00.00 Sd/- Executive Engineer
Public Work Department Division

DIPRIKWRIKSMCA/1224/25-26 dt. 18.03.2026 Sirsi (Uttara Kannada)

INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT) (SHORT TERM) KW-4

Government of Karnataka
Executive Engineer
Panchayat Raj Engineering Division Belagavi

No.PRE/BD/PB-2/Tender-70/2025-26/8212 Date: 18-03-2026

Tender Invited (E- Procurement)

Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,

Belagavi hereby invited tender from Registered Contractors for the
Item rates through kppp Portal. There are total 13 (22699/CALL-2,
24014/CALL-2, 24072/CALL-2, 24075/CALL-2, 24055/CALL-2,
24063/CALL-2, 24065/CALL-2, 24081/CALL-2, 24098/CALL-2,
23650/CALL-2, 16119/CALL-5, 25379, 24104/Call-2) work have
been called, Standard of tender documents KW-1,2,3 for price of
Highest and Lowest Estimated Cost Rs. 150.00 Lakhs and Rs. 20.00
Lakh respectively and also Highest and Lowest EMD has As Per
E-procurement for each work. The last date for Submission of any
Quarries is 25-03-2026 17:28 PM, the last date for submission of
tender bid is on 25-03-2026 17:28 PM. Opening of technical bid is on
27-03-2026 11-00 AM and Expected Financial bid will be opened on
27-03-2026 11:30 AM. For any other information/clarifications please
contact the below signed office, and also search internet for kppp-
Portal website_http://kppp-proc.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-

Executive Engineer

DIPR'BELAGAVI/2118 Panchayat Raj Engineering Division

Nemom
contest heats
up ahead of
Kerala polls

THIRUVANANTHA
PURAM

The Nemom constitu-
ency in Kerala is wit-
nessing an intense
political battle ahead
of the 2026 Assembly
elections, with the
BJP aiming to regain
lost ground. State BJP
president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar has
already declared his
candidacy and is con-
fident of victory.

The BJP is encour-
aged by its recent suc-
cess in local body
polls, especially in
Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation. Chan-
drasekhar secured
over 45 per cent votes
in Nemom during the
2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, boosting the
party’s hopes.

However, sitting
MLA V Sivankutty of
the CPI(M) remains
confident of retaining
the seat. He dismissed
BJP’s claims and ac-
cused the Congress of
indirect support to the
party in the past. Siv-
ankutty highlighted
development works
carried out by the Left
government and ex-
pects voter support
again.

The constituency
has seen shifting vot-
ing trends over the
years. BJP’s vote
share dropped after its
2016 win by O Raja-
gopal, while both Left
and Congress im-
proved their posi-
tions. In 2021, Sivan-
kutty defeated BJP’s
Kummanam Ra-
jasekharan by over
4,000 votes.

KARNATAKA SLUM DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1 Division, Mysuru.
Near Highway Circle, Java Factory Road, Mysuru-570001.
Ph.: 0821-2332325, E-mail: kscb_mys@yahoo.in

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (kw-3) call-2
(Two Cover System) (E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

On behalf of the Commissioner, KSDB, Bengaluru, The
Executive Engineer, No. 1 Division, Mysore invites tender from
eligible Tenderers for Providing UGD, External Water Supply
water proofing, STP & under Ground water storage tank to 65
G & G + 1 Houses constructed under PMAY-HFA Scheme at
Pourakarmikara colony, Sakleshpura town in Sakleshpura
Member of Legislative Assembly Constituency in Hassan
District, Call-2. Tender notification, schedule, specification are
available in the website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

2025-26/DESHPANDEPUBLICITY Belagavi

—

Date & Time for Pre Bid Meeting {25.03.2026 at 11.00 hours

Last Date & Time for Tender
Queries/Clarifications

N

27.03.2026 Up to 16.00 hours

% KARNATAKA HOUSING BOARD

Kamataka 3" Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road,
Bengaluru - 560009.

Tender Notification

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

Apartment/KHB/2025-26/SE0365 Dated: 17.03.2026

Suryanagar Phase-2, Anekal Taluk, Bengaluru Urban District.

hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
DIPR/CP/6343/AKAR/2025-26

B TOwRHT, WIWFITLT

TOONFTROT BPOPNOITT, TOWIONT T QOWIODOOTT N, z%@ue@;od

B a—g;mzsc@daow we@p@ Boro® Izsd 50936: 17/2025-26 &003:
27022026 3.8 B-TR/T O WURRY WOoRTT wooneR$ Igr Boss;

w

Last Date & Time for receipt of tenders |30.03.2026 Up to 16.00 hours

E=N

Date & Time for Opening of Technical Bid | 01.04.2026 at 11.00 hours

[$)]

Date & Time for Opening Financial Bid| 04.04.2026 at 11.00 hours

Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIPR/CP/6333/SSC/2025-26 KSDB, No.1 Division, Mysore

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR.

I.FT.No:EE/PWD/VIP/PB/4059/2025-26/5442
Dated:17.03.2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-Procurement)

The- Executive Engineer, Public Works Dept. Division,
Vijayapur Invites tenders from eligible tenderers (registered
in Public Works Department) Total 3 works, As per standard
bid documents KW-1,2 KW-3 with 4059-80-051-0-60-422
CMIDP-SCP and 4059-80-051-0-60 CMID head of account
costing of amount for Maximum and Minimum Rs. 100.00
Lakhs and 15 Lakhs, the Maximum and minimum EMD
amount of Rs.2,00,000.00 and 37,500 for the works. For
above work G.S.T amount will be paid to the Contractor
separately and Increase in G.S.T shall not be paid in the
extended period of Contract for which the contractor alone
is responsible for delay as determined by the authority while
granting the extension of time. The calendar events of
tenders, dates are fixed as follows (1) Last Date for Receipt of
Tenders Date-25-03-2026 upto 4.30 PM. (3) Opening of
Technical Bid Date-26.03-2026 at 4:31 PM. (4) Opening of
Financial Bid Date- 27-03-2026 at 04.30 PM. Clause-3
Conditions of Standard Bid Document may be seen in
Departmental Website i.e “htttps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in”
and for more information may contact contact help desk
Bangalore (Phone No. 918046010000, +91 8068948777) or
office of the undersigned

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Vijayapur

DIPR/VIJAYAPURA/823/KSMCA/2025-26

per e-procurement Details as belows.

382.08 Earnest Money Deposit (in Rs): 5,75,500.00
Contractor Eligibility: Class — ||& above

during office hours.

AE Phone No. 9901040070
DIPR/IDDMYS/1837/KSMCA/1039/2025-26

Notification No: KHB/CE/AEF/Suryanagar Phase-2/Highrise 17(1)/2025-26 Qxe03: 13.03.2026
: o M OWEE oW WIRTHOWT R~ Il & IV T RIOTRRAETI0S oo Remen @i
Karnataka Housing Board has invited tender through KPP Portal for e::&g})zi@aﬁd.
Appointment of Architectural Engineering Firm (AEF) for the work of
Construction of Residential apartment in Site no. 3584/A & 269/B at | | 3FPF 88 To®T TR IOT HTWON FIRFLT ATFEIT AORTH TOTIFTS
BHICNT2000T ST 30w B-TIR,TTNOW Q-weeel TFSoHY  (Double
Last date for submission of bid is on 02.04.2026 upto 4.00 PM Cover System) 23320$93DT g7 TVR0H 2025-26 S¢ AT CMIDP Sgdesur 30DR
For further information, contact below mentioned office address: | | E97 STRQAST soomonien Zwg THErFodg dweedeedodeen QoRaiodY
Executive Engineer, Karnataka Housing Board, Cauvery Bhavan, | | S20T000A30H @03 E MIRmTO0T $0BT'R), STHRRLONDD, .0.80 B-TRRT 0T
Bengaluru. Telephone No: 080-22273511/080-22100077, Website: | | oadeSnemon aewese ﬁaﬁéw https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in  DRVT BEE O,
Sd/- Executive Engineer, QT BpeTwNG. (1) E-procurement 0550083 @F IQRE Tonn RER, -
Karnataka Housing Board, Bengaluru | | nesy S ir3Q $8r =R IYMS dRI0H DFe0s: 26.03.2026 S 16.30 =3
(2) =208%F W@y, TToINT QIeeF: 27.03.2026 Toms  16.35 ToTT
Government of Karnataka (3) 26F3 RE'DH, ITIOT BFR0E: 30.03.2026 Somd  BeR, 1130 0T (PFTHIY)
Office of the Executive Engineer (4) ©BF DY, (LORTNTLIMFPHRY): e- Procurement  J0PBRIFOT
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, | I'; eTROck 2R vomm | eo0l | momd
Mysore — 570023 zo 243 (35, (Br. | Fwémo
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO.18/ 2025- ALY n¢9) Ao
26/(Call-2) DATED: 02-03-2026 1 | Improvements to road from Dibburahalli-Shidlaghatta [ 168.09 | 252135.00 9
On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka the Executive main road to Tatahalli village Shidlaghatta taluk. 30ned
Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Chikkaballapur district (VR 261)
Mysore invites Re-tender (Call-2) in co-ordination with (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25318)
e-procurement portal platform, Bangalore. Tender format| ['5 | nprovements to road from fromT. Gollahalli-KY 169.13 |253695.00| 9
as per KW-4 through e-procurement under the Head Road Via Tuluvanur chainage 0.00 Km to 3.40 EleJatey)
of Account 2024-25- 5054 Rain Damage for Nanjangudu Km Chintamani Taluk Chikkaballapur District.
Taluk. Datg of.appllcat.mn submission for tender Fiocument (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25150)
and submission of filled tender through online Date:
11.03.2026 to 18.03.2026 upto 16.00 hours, Pre Bid 3 | Improvements to road from Pendlivarahalli cross 117.63 |200000.00 6
Meeting Date 12.03.2026 16.00 Hours. The date of to Kambarahalli Doddagummanabhalli road to the lelated
opening of technical bid of the tender Date: 20.03.2026 border. Shidlaghatta taluk. Chikkaballapur District.
after 17.00 hours. After the approval of Technical bid (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25320)
the Financial Bid will be opened. Tender Form Fee: As] | 4 | Improvements to road from From Muduganakunte | 168.19 |252285.00| 9
Cross via Jakkenahalli to Kadaburu village in Elela=n)
SI.No.1 Name of work: Construction of CC drain and Gowribidanur Taluk Chikkaballapur District
asphalt road toChandikeshwar temple road of Tagadur (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25322)
village which comes between the road from Tagadur village | {727 0 0o = = Rt 99.80 |199600.00| 6
to Ahalya village and Construction of CC drain and ) . n
C.C road within thevillage limits of Alaganchi, Kira gunda, Sa_ragondlu vﬂlagg n Gowribidanur Taluk Sono
Biligere, Haropur, Bilugali, Hadinarumole, Immavu Chikkaballapur District
hundi, K.S.Hundi, Bidargudu and Ahalya in Nanjangud (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25323)
Taluk Mysuru District. Estimate Cost (Rs.in Lakhs):| | 6 | Improvements to road from NH 234 road via 125.14  |200000.00 6
455.00 Approximate Value of work (Rs. in lakhs): Bhaktarahalli village to Colonyin Gowribidanur lelatoy
Taluk Chikkaballapur District
(RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25324)
For more details visit website: htpp://WV\{w.eproc.karnataka. 7 | Improvements to road from Huduguru village to 100.51 {200000.00 6
gov.in or contact the Executive Engineer, Panchayath Virupasandra Lakshmipur road via fishermens Klelatey
Raj Engineering Division, Mysore (Ph: 0821-2560853) P . o P .
houses in Gowribidanur Taluk Chikkaballapur
Sd/- Executive Engineer, PRED Division, Mysore District (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25326)
Total 948.49
B /— TVONFTRVUT BPOHOSTD, TO.T2.90. N, zs%u%a‘nd

mm:ﬁoa/zsﬁ&u%md/@w.&.50336:496/%@x€@o%@/2025—26
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Pune tointroduce
3 letter vehicle
series soon

PUNE
Pune is set to introduce
three-letter vehicle regis-
tration numbers as the
existing ‘MH-12’ series
nears its limit. Officials
from the Regional Trans-
port Office said the cur-
rent two-letter combina-
tions have almost been
exhausted due to the rap-
id rise in vehicles. A pro-
posal has been sent to
the National Informatics
Centre for approval. With
over 43 lakh vehicles reg-
istered, the new format
like ‘MH-12 AAA 0007 will
soon be introduced to
continue registrations
smoothly in the city.

Acid attack
on minor girl sparks
protests

.

AHILYANAGAR
An acid attack on a
13-year-old girl in Vad-
gaonpan village of
Sangamner taluk has
triggered protests in Ma-
harashtra’s Ahilyanagar
district. The incident oc-
curred when the student
was returning home from
school. She suffered fa-
cial burns and is under-
going treatment at a hos-
pital in Loni. Police have
registered a case and
launched a search for the
absconding accused. Lo-
cals staged a “rasta roko”
protest demanding swift
action. Authorities as-
sured financial aid and
strict steps to arrest the
attacker soon.

Maha acts against
absent docs, moots
reforms

MUMBAI
The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has taken
strict action against ab-
sentee doctors in state
hospitals, terminating
58 medical officers.
Public Health Minister
Prakash Abitkar said
notices were issued to
710 doctors, with 442
facing disciplinary ac-
tion. To improve ac-
countability, biometric
and GPS-based attend-
ance systems will be in-
troduced. The govern-
ment has also expand-
ed treatment coverage
under key health
schemes and directed
hospitals not to charge
extra fees. Measures to
tackle rising cancer cas-
es, including vaccina-
tion drives and screen-
ing programmes, are
also being planned.
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'IRAN’S RESILIENCE SURPRISED
- EVERYONE: EX-DIPLOMAT

Iran’s preparedness and decentralised system have helped it withstand pressure from the US and
Israel, raising concerns for global stability and India’s energy security.

NEW DELHI

Former diplomat Dilip Sinha
has said the ongoing conflict
involving Iran could develop
into a long war of attrition, as
it continues despite pressure
from the United States and
Israel.

Speaking on the situation,
Sinha observed that Iran has
surprised many by sustaining
the conflict for so long.
He said the country §
had made strong
preparations over
the years, including
building and safely
storing missiles and
drones in locations
that are difficult to ac-
cess. He also pointed out that
even after the killing of key
leaders such as Ali Larijani,
Iran’s governance and deci-
sion-making systems remain
active. According to him, de-
centralised decision-making
has ensured that operations
continue smoothly without
major disruption.

Sinha explained that Iran’s
approach involves spreading
both its military resources
and leadership responsibil-
ities, which has helped it
continue the conflict for an

extended period.

Referring to India’s con-
cerns, he mentioned Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent discussions with the
UAE leadership about the
Strait of Hormuz. He noted
that the narrow route remains
sensitive and difficult to pro-
tect, affecting the flow of oil
supplies.

He stressed that India
should reduce its depen-

dence on Gulf oil and

diversify its supply
sources. He also
suggested increasing
focus on self-reli-
ance in energy and
critical minerals.

On regional tensions,
Sinha criticised Pakistan over
reports of an airstrike in Af-
ghanistan, calling the situa-
tion serious and urging con-
sistent global standards in
dealing with count-
er-terror operations.

Indian oil tanker reaches Mundra
Port amid West Asia tensions

MUNDRA

An Indian-flagged oil tank-
er reached Mundra port
safely, strengthening crude
supply despite rising ten-
sions in West Asia region.

The Indian-flagged crude
oil tanker Jag Laadki has
arrived at Adani Ports in
Mundra, Gujarat, carrying
around 80,886 metric
tonnes of crude oil. The
shipment was sourced from
the United Arab Emirates
and loaded at Fujairah
Port.

The ves- - sel is a
large car- " rier, mea-
suring over 274
metres in length,

with a beam of about 50
metres. It has a deadweight
capacity of over 164,000
tonnes, making it suitable
for transporting large vol-
umes of crude oil.

Officials said the arrival
highlights the important
role played by Adani Ports
and Special Economic
Zone in handling major en-
ergy imports.

These shipments are cru-
cial for refineries to ensure
steady fuel production and
support India’s growing
energy needs.

The development comes
at a time when tensions re-
main high in West Asia,
affecting key shipping
routes. Despite these chal-
lenges, India has continued
to ensure safe maritime op-
erations.

Earlier, two Indian LPG
carriers, MT Shivalik and
MT Nanda Devi, success-

fully crossed the Strait of
Hormuz and reached India
with over 92,000 metric
tonnes of LPG.

To protect shipping
routes, India has main-
tained a naval presence un-
der Operation Sankalp.
This mission aims to en-
sure the safety of vessels
and secure important trade
lanes.

The Directorate General
of Shipping is closely mon-
itoring the situation in co-
ordination with stakehold-
ers and Indian missions
abroad.

The government is also
working with ports and
shipping companies to
avoid disruptions.

Authorities have advised
ports to offer relief mea-
sures, including reduced
charges where needed, to
support smooth maritime
trade during this period.
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BJP leaders
claim more Cong

exits likely soon
NEW DELHI

After Assam MP Pradyut Bor-
doloi quit the Congress and
joined the BJP, BJP leader Ni-
shikant Dubey on Wednesday
said more leaders could leave
the party soon. He even sug-
gested that Gaurav Gogoi
might step down in the future.

Speaking outside Parliament,
Dubey questioned the strength
of the Congress, saying the par-
ty appeared inactive and weak
during recent proceedings. He
claimed that Congress mem-
bers neither participated in de-
bates nor protested effectively,
raising concerns about the par-
ty’s current condition.

BJP spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla also criticised the
Congress, alleging internal di-
visions and lack of leadership.
He said several leaders have
lost confidence in Rahul Gand-
hi, pointing to recent resigna-
tions as a sign of growing dis-
satisfaction. Senior BJP leader
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi echoed
similar views, stating that the
Congress leadership has failed
to manage internal issues and
retain trust among members.

India building a strong energy ecosystem
with focus on sustainability: PM

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said In-
dia is building a strong energy
ecosystem while ensuring
sustainability for future needs.

He highlighted an article by
Union Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, urging people to un-
derstand the country’s evolv-
ing energy policies aimed at
achieving a developed India.

Khattar noted that India’s
power sector has seen major
progress over the past decade,
including electrification of
households and a sharp reduc-
tion in power shortages. He
said energy shortage has
dropped from 4.2 per cent in
2013-14 to just 0.03 per cent
in 2025-26.

The minister added that a

record 52.53 gigawatts of

power capacity was added in

2025-26 alone, the highest

ever in a single year. This

growth has strengthened both

power generation and trans-

mission across the country.
Electricity gener-

ation has also

increased sig-

———

nificantly, The

rising from PM encouraged

over 1,020 participation in Bharat

billion Energy Summit, where

units in future technologies, =

2014 to innovation, and energy ~ ing improved
around goals will be access and eco-
1,830 bil- discussed. nomic growth.

lion units in

2025. Per capi-

ta electricity con-

sumption has gone up
from 957 kWh to 1,460 kWh
during the same period, show-

Khattar said

these developments

have ensured reliable
power supply for homes,
farms, and industries. He add-
ed that India is now the

third-largest producer and
consumer of electricity glob-
ally.

The Prime Minister also en-
couraged participation in the
Bharat Energy Summit, where
future technologies, innova-
tion, and energy goals will be
discussed.

CONGRESS SLAMS RS 1K EPF PENSION

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednes-
day criticised the govern-
ment after a Parliamentary
panel called for a review of
the Rs 1,000 minimum
monthly pension under the
Employees’ Pension
Scheme, 1995.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the current
pension amount is too low
and has not changed despite
rising inflation. He alleged
that several social security
schemes have weakened
over the past years, affect-
ing vulnerable sections, es-
pecially the elderly.

Ramesh said the small
pension fails to meet basic
needs as prices of essential
goods and healthcare have
increased sharply. He de-
scribed the amount as in-
adequate for ensuring
a dignified life for
retired workers.

The Parliamen-
tary Standing
Committee on La-
bour, Textiles and
Skill Development
also noted that the Rs
1,000 pension has remained
unchanged for a long time.
It recommended an urgent
and detailed review to raise
the amount to a more real-

istic level. The committee
said many pensioners have
submitted requests for in-
creasing the minimum pen-
sion, highlighting financial

difficulties faced by eco-
nomically weaker
groups.

The demand
gains importance
as pensioners have
been seeking an

increase to Rs
7,500 per month. Re-

cently, several beneficia-
ries staged a protest at Jan-
tar Mantar, urging the gov-
ernment to revise the pen-
sion amount. The Labour
Ministry informed the panel

Oppn protests rock Odisha
Assembly over hospital fire

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Assembly wit-
nessed major disruptions on
Wednesday as Opposition
members demanded action
after the deadly hospital
fire.

Members of the BJD and
Congress created a ruckus in
the House, secking the res-
ignation of Health Minister
Mukesh Mahaling over the
fire at SCB Medical College
and Hospital in Cuttack that
claimed 12 lives.

During Question Hour,
MLAs holding placards
rushed to the Speaker’s po-
dium and raised slogans.

Speaker Surama Padhy
adjourned the House several
times due to the chaos.

Opposition members also
held a symbolic funeral pro-
cession of the health depart-
ment within the Assembly
premises, alleging failure by
the government to prevent
the tragedy.

They demanded increased

that the government is al-
ready providing financial
support to the scheme, in-
cluding contributions for
current members and bud-
getary assistance to main-
tain the minimum pension.

However, the committee
maintained that the present
pension is not sufficient to
meet even basic living ex-
penses in the current eco-
nomic situation.

It urged the government
to take immediate steps to
review and increase the
pension, ensuring better fi-
nancial security and dignity
for millions of retired work-
ers across the country.

compensation of X1 crore
for victims’ families, calling
the current 25 lakh ex-gra-
tia inadequate.

Leader of Opposition
Naveen Patnaik criticised
the government, saying the
Health Minister should re-
sign on moral grounds.

He said the incident high-
lights serious issues in the
state’s healthcare system.

Senior Congress leader
Tara Prasad Bahinipati also
criticised the condition of
medical infrastructure, call-
ing hospitals unsafe and de-
manding immediate action.

However, BJP MLA
Manas Dutta termed the pro-
test inappropriate, saying a
tragedy should not be used
for political purposes.

Other BJP leaders also op-
posed the demand for resig-
nation.

The protest led to repeated
disruptions, reflecting rising
political tensions over the
incident and accountability
concerns.

BJP MLA Jamatia elected Tripura Assembly Speaker

AGARTALA

Senior BJP leader Ram Pada
Jamatia was elected unop-
posed as the Speaker of the
Tripura Assembly on Wednes-
day, as he was the only candi-
date to file nomination pa-
pers.

The post fell vacant after
the death of former Speaker
Biswa Bandhu Sen in Decem-
ber last year. Acting Speaker
Ram Prasad Paul officially
announced Jamatia’s election
in the House.

Following the announce-
ment, Chief Minister Manik
Saha, Leader of Opposition
Jitendra Chaudhury, and other
senior leaders escorted him to

the Speaker’s chair.

Jamatia has earlier served
as a minister, handling portfo-
lios such as Tribal Welfare
and Industry. He is a two-time
MLA from the Bagma constit-
uency and joined the BJP in

2017 after retiring from the
Oil and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion. Before that, he also
worked at the Tripura Jute
Mill

With this appointment, he
becomes the second tribal

leader to serve as Speaker of
the Tripura Assembly since
the state attained full state-
hood, following Sudhanwa
Debbarma.

Meanwhile, the Budget ses-
sion of the Assembly is cur-
rently in progress. Governor
Indrasena Reddy Nallu ad-
dressed the House at the start
of the session. Finance Minis-
ter Pranajit Singha Roy later
presented a budget of Rs
34,212 crore for the financial
year 2026-27.

The session will continue
until March 25, during which
several important bills, in-
cluding proposals for new
universities, are being dis-
cussed.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India
has strongly criticised vio-
lence by lawyers in Baraban-
ki, Uttar Pradesh, and ordered
bail for toll plaza employees.

A Bench led by Justice
Vikram Nath said members of
the Bar had created fear, de-
nying the accused fair
legal representation.

The court observed

that those expected

to uphold justice
had instead en-
gaged in un-
lawful acts.

The case in-
volved toll
workers em-
ployed by
M/s Skylark

d‘

Infra Engineering Pvt Ltd at
Gotona Bara Toll Plaza.

They were arrested after a
dispute with a lawyer over
toll payment in January and
remained in custody for over
two months.

The accused claimed they
were arrested without proper
information and later faced

threats from local lawyers.

The court noted that a
resolution had been

passed urging law-

yers not to repre-
sent them. When
one advocate
filed a bail
+ plea, his office
was reported-
ly vandalised.

Calling the

SC slams lawyers’ violence, grants bail to staff

ous, the court said such ac-
tions had damaged the dignity
of the legal profession. It add-
ed that unity among lawyers
cannot justify violence or
lawlessness.

The court directed that the
employees be released on bail
and held that denial of bail
violated their right to personal
liberty under Article 21.

To ensure a fair trial, the
case has been transferred to
Tis Hazari Courts in New
Delhi.

The court also asked the
Uttar Pradesh police to pro-
vide protection to the accused
after their release.

It further directed the Bar
Council of India to take ap-
propriate action against those
involved.
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Funeral held for
fallen Iranian IRIS
Denasailors

Tehran
A funeral procession was
held today for sailors lost
when the Iranian naval frig-
ate IRIS Dena sank after be-
ing hit by a U.S. submarine’s
torpedo off Sri Lanka in ear-
ly March. The ceremony
took place at the Imamza-
deh Saleh shrine, as Iran
mourns the deaths of doz-
ens of crew members in the
attack. Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian con-
demned the strike as an “in-
humane crime” and hon-
oured the sailors’ memory.
Many bodies were recov-
ered and repatriated, while
survivors were saved by res-
cue teams. The incident has
further heightened tensions
in the ongoing wider Middle
East conflict.

Around1,600
Indians fly home
from Qatar

Qatar
About 1,600 Indian nation-
als returned to India on five
Qatar Airways flights, the
Indian Embassy in Qatar
confirmed. Two flights land-
ed in Delhi, while one each
reached Mumbai, Kochi, and
Thiruvananthapuram. Qatar
Airways is operating limited,
non-scheduled services due
to airspace restrictions, with
plans to fly to nine Indian
destinations starting March
19. The embassy is also is-
suing temporary transit vi-
sas for travel via Saudi Ara-
bia and providing 24/7 con-
sular support. Community
groups have assisted
stranded Indians, including
fishermen, with essential
supplies. Passengers are
advised to follow updated
flight schedules and em-
bassy guidance for safe
travel.

Germany urges
diplomacy toend
Gulf conflict

Munich
German Ambassador to In-
dia Philipp Ackermann said
Germany wants the ongo-
ing Gulf war to end quickly
and called for diplomatic
solutions. He emphasized
that peaceful talks are the
best way forward, as the
conflict affects global sta-
bility. German Defence Min-
ister Boris Pistorius added
that Germany will not join
military operations but sup-
ports efforts to ensure safe
passage through the Strait
of Hormuz. European na-
tions have expressed scep-
ticism over U.S. proposals
for a naval coalition in the
region. Officials stressed di-
plomacy over military ac-
tion, highlighting the impor-
tance of collaboration to
prevent further disruption
of global oil shipments.
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Israel strikes 80 sites across Lebanon to stop Hezbollah

Israel launched major strikes in southern Lebanon, targeting Hezbollah sites

TEL AVIV

The Israeli military launched
a massive operation in south-
ern Lebanon, destroying more
than eighty sites linked to the
group Hezbollah. Officials
described the mission as a
“forward defense” effort.
The goal is to stop Hezbol-
lah from rebuilding its mili-
tary strength near the border,
ensuring that they cannot
launch future attacks against
Israeli families. During the
precise raids, soldiers also re-
moved two operatives who
had been hiding in the area.
This intense wave of strikes
followed a series of rocket at-
tacks fired into Israeli towns.
In response, the military tar-

¢
e

geted Hezbollah’s headquar-
ters and weapons storage
buildings.

Many of these sites were
located in crowded neighbor-

and leadership to prevent attacks and dismantle terr

-

hoods, leading to evacuations
in the city of Tyre. Overnight,
the mission expanded to Bei-
rut, where the military hit fi-
nancial hubs used to fund

or networks.

fighters and pay for opera-
tions. By cutting off this mon-
ey, Israel hopes to weaken the
group’s ability to stay orga-
nized.

In a separate move, the mil-
itary reported the death of a
top Hamas commander, Ya-
hya Abu-Labda. He was re-
sponsible for smuggling the
materials used to build rock-
ets, including equipment used
in past major attacks. Israeli
leaders emphasized that these
combined efforts are neces-
sary to dismantle terror net-
works and protect their na-
tional security. As the situa-
tion remains very tense, the
military has vowed to contin-
ue its mission until the border
is safe.

Iran demands UN action against major strikes

NEW YORK

Iran is calling on the United
Nations to take a firm stand
against Israel and the United
States. In a formal letter sent
to the Security Council,
Iran’s representative, Amir
Saeid Iravani, accused both
nations of breaking interna-
tional laws. He urged the
global community to launch
an investigation into recent
military strikes that have
caused widespread destruc-
tion.

According to Iranian offi-
cials, the violence has turned

deadly for many, claiming
the lives of over 1,300 civil-
ians, including women and
children, in just the last few
weeks.

The report paints a grim
picture of the damage on the
ground. Thousands of homes,
schools, and medical clinics
have reportedly been de-
stroyed, leaving communities
in ruins. Iran also criticized
neighboring countries for al-
lowing their land to be used
as a base for these attacks.
Iravani argued that these ac-
tions are “brazen violations”
of human rights and national

sovereignty. He warned that
if the world does not act
quickly to hold the aggres-
sors accountable, the entire
region could fall into even
deeper instability.

While calling for peace
through the UN, Iran also de-

fended its own military ac-
tions. The envoy stated that
using missiles and drones
against specific targets is a
legal act of self-defense.
They believe these strikes are
a necessary response to pro-
tect their people from ongo-
ing threats. As the conflict
intensifies, both sides contin-
ue to blame each other for
the escalating violence.
Iran’s message to the UN is
clear: the international com-
munity must step in now to
stop the fighting and uphold
the rules that protect global
peace.

IDF targets Iran
intelligence chief
as war climbs

TEL AVIV

Tensions in the Middle East
reached a breaking point after
a reported Israeli attempt to
assassinate Iran’s intelligence
chief Ismail Khataib.

While news agencies in
both Israel and Iran confirmed
the strike occurred, it remains
unclear if Khataib survived
the attack. This bold move is
the latest in a series of
high-profile hits that have
shaken the Iranian govern-
ment. Just days earlier, Ali
Larijani, a very senior advisor
and close ally to Iran’s top
leadership, was killed in a
separate strike during this
nineteen-day conflict.

The violence has also
claimed the life of Brigadier
General Gholamreza Soleima-
ni, who led Iran’s internal se-
curity forces for six years.
Iranian state media blamed
the “American-Zionist ene-
my” for his death, marking
him as a key military figure
lost in the fighting. Despite
these heavy blows to the
country’s leadership, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi insists that their politi-
cal system remains strong. He
argued that the nation’s foun-
dations are resilient enough to

Middle East tensions
escalate after Israel
targets Iran’s intelligence
chief, amid multiple high-
profile strikes, leadership
losses, and accusations,
raising fears of broader
regional conflict.

survive the loss of individual
leaders, pointing out that the
government stayed stable
even after the death of their
Supreme Leader in February.
Araghchi shifted the blame
for the escalating war onto the
United States, claiming Wash-
ington started the conflict and
must answer for the lives lost.
As both nations trade threats,
the entire region is on high
alert for what might happen
next. With military moves in-
creasing on both sides, the
world is watching closely,
fearing that these targeted at-
tacks could lead to an even
larger and more dangerous
international struggle.

Iran claims strong leadership amid top losses

TEHRAN

Iran’s Foreign Minister, Ab-
bas Araghchi, sent a defiant
message, insisting that the
nation’s government remains
rock-solid. His comments fol-
low the high-profile killing of
Ali Larijani, a top security
official and close ally to the
country’s highest leaders. Lar-
ijani is one of the most senior
figures lost since this intense
conflict began nearly three
weeks ago. Despite this blow,
Araghchi told reporters that
Iran does not depend on any
single person to function and
that its political and social in-
stitutions are built to survive
such losses.

The violence has also
claimed the life of Brigadier

General Gholamreza Solei-
mani, the head of Iran’s in-
ternal security forces. State
media described his death as
a targeted strike by "Ameri-
can-Zionist" enemies. Solei-
mani had led thousands of
troops for six years and was
a central figure in the coun-
try’s military plans. Araghchi
pointed out that the govern-
ment has already moved
quickly to fill these empty
seats, ensuring that the coun-

try stays under control. He
noted that the system even
remained stable after the
death of their Supreme Lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
earlier this year.

In a sharp warning, the For-
eign Minister blamed the
United States for starting the
war. He stated that Washing-
ton must be held accountable
for every life lost and every
dollar spent during this crisis.
By placing the blame on for-
eign powers, Iran is signaling
that it will not back down. As
the conflict continues to esca-
late, Tehran is focused on
showing the world that its
leadership is resilient and
ready to face any challenge,
no matter how many officials
are targeted.

RIYADH

Saudi Arabian defense forces
successfully blocked a dan-
gerous aerial attack over the
capital city. Military officials
confirmed they intercepted a
ballistic missile and several
drones that were specifically
aiming for the city’s diplo-
matic district. While falling
debris landed near a local air
base, authorities are relieved
to report that no one was in-
jured and no buildings were
damaged. This bold strike is
part of a larger wave of vio-
lence currently shaking the
Middle East, as tensions be-
tween international powers
and regional groups continue
to climb.

The Ministry of Defense

explained that these attacks
are a direct result of ongoing
conflicts involving the Unit-
ed States, Israel, and Iran. As
retaliatory strikes spread
across the Gulf, security con-
cerns are reaching a breaking
point. The instability has al-
ready caused major chaos for
global travel and trade, with
airports in Dubai and Doha
forced to close their doors
repeatedly. These closures
have made it difficult for

Saudi forces stop missile attack on Riyadh

families to travel and have
even delayed the delivery of
life-saving medical supplies
to those in need.

In a move to restore peace,
Saudi Arabia is now calling
for an emergency meeting
with foreign ministers from
across the Arab and Islamic
world. Leaders from Egypt,
Iraq, and the Emirates are
gathering in Riyadh to build a
plan that stops the crisis from
getting worse. The Saudi gov-
ernment remains on high
alert, ready to protect its citi-
zens and its cities from fur-
ther harm. By working to-
gether with neighboring na-
tions, they hope to create a
shield of safety and find a
diplomatic way out of this
volatile situation.

Chopper crashes while landing in Eastern Nepal, 1 hurt

KATHMANDU

A helicopter carrying five
passengers and a deceased
body crashed in a remote part
of Eastern Nepal.

The aircraft, operated by
Air Dynasty, was attempting
to land on farmland in the
Khotang District when the
accident occurred around
11:51 AM. Despite the fright-
ening impact, officials con-
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firmed that there were no
fatalities. One passenger sus-
tained injuries, while the pi-
lot and the other travelers
managed to escape the
wreckage safely.

Local authorities quickly
moved to secure the area and
provide medical help. Chief
District Officer Rekha Kan-
del reported that the injured
person was rescued by a sec-
ond helicopter sent by the

company. Preliminary reports
suggest that the crash may
have been caused by sudden

‘EXTREME HYPOCRISY’

strong winds or thick dust
kicked up during the landing
process. However, a full in-

vestigation is currently un-
derway to find the exact
cause of the mechanical fail-
ure or pilot error.

In many mountainous parts
of Nepal, helicopters are a
lifeline because roads are dif-
ficult to build and travel is
slow. While these flights are
usually safe, this incident
highlights how dangerous the
weather can be in high-alti-
tude regions. Heavy winds

and shifting clouds can make
landing a massive challenge
for even the most experi-
enced pilots.

Aviation experts are ex-
pected to conduct a safety
review to prevent similar ac-
cidents in the future. For
now, the community is re-
lieved that everyone survived
the crash, and the injured
passenger is receiving the
necessary care.

Activists blast China’s stance
on Anti-Muslim hate

WASHINGTON, DC

Uyghur human rights activ-
ists are calling out the Chi-
nese government for what
they describe as ‘extreme
hypocrisy’.

The backlash began after
China’s mission to the Unit-
ed Nations posted a message
supporting the International
Day to Combat Islamopho-
bia. In the post, Beijing
claimed to oppose religious
discrimination and pledged
to work closely with Islamic
nations. However, activists
argue that these words hide
a dark reality of state-spon-
sored persecution against the
Uyghur Muslim minority in
the Xinjiang region.

Rushan Abbas, a promi-
nent advocate, pointed to the
destruction of thousands of
mosques and the detention
of millions of people in
“training centers” as proof

of China’s true policies.
She shared the heartbreaking
story of her own sister, who
has been imprisoned for
over seven years, simply
because of her family’s
activism.

Other leaders, like Salih
Hudayar, labeled the govern-
ment’s message a “calculat-
ed attempt” to trick the in-
ternational community. They

argue that while China
speaks of religious harmony
at the UN, it is actually
working to erase Islamic
culture and identity back
home.

Human rights groups are
now urging the world to
look past the official state-
ments and hold Beijing ac-
countable. They claim that
banning children from
mosques and criminalizing
daily prayers are clear
signs of a war on Islam. As
the debate grows on social
media, international observ-
ers are being asked to recog-
nize the gap between Chi-
na’s diplomatic words and
its actions on the ground.
The activists insist that true
progress against Islamopho-
bia cannot happen until all
Muslims, including the Uy-
ghurs, are allowed to prac-
tice their faith without
fear.

Activist urges UN to
end military abuses

GENEVA

A prominent human rights activist has brought a chilling mes-
sage to the United Nations, accusing Pakistan’s military of
deep-rooted violence against its own people.

Speaking in Geneva, Fazal ur Rehman Afridi claimed that
civilians in the regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
are living in constant fear. He described a long history of mili-
tary operations that have led to thousands of deaths, families
being forced from their homes, and people vanishing without a
trace. Afridi called these ongoing actions a "genocide" against
the Pashtun people that has lasted for decades.

The activist highlighted a terrifying rise in "enforced disap-
pearances," where individuals are taken by security forces and
never seen again. He alleged that many are held in secret cen-
ters where they face brutal treatment. Afridi also criticized laws
that give the military broad powers to ignore civil liberties,
making it nearly impossible for victims to find justice in court.
He argued that as long as the military remains above the law,
the cycle of violence and heartbreak for these communities will

never end.

Beyond internal issues, Afridi noted that cross-border ten-
sions with Afghanistan often result in strikes that kill innocent
villagers. He urged the international community and the UN to
stop looking away and start a formal investigation into these
human rights violations. By demanding that Pakistan’s govern-
ment repeal unfair laws and hold its leaders accountable, Afridi
hopes to bring global attention to a crisis that has been hidden
for too long. His plea is a call for urgent action to protect the

lives and freedom of millions.
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Guardiola Under Pressure After Madrid
Knockout, Hints at Uncertain Future

City boss faces questions after another Champions League exit to Madrid

MANCHESTER

Pep Guardiola admitted that
“everybody wants to fire me”
after Manchester City suf-
fered yet another painful
UEFA Champions League
exit at the hands of Real Ma-
drid, intensifying speculation
over his future at the club.

City’s 2-1 defeat at the Eti-
had Stadium sealed a 5-1 ag-
gregate loss in the round-
of-16 tie, marking the fourth
time in five years that Madrid
have eliminated the English
champions from Europe’s
premier competition.

Despite dominating English
football in recent seasons,
Guardiola’s side has struggled

to consistently overcome the
Spanish giants on the conti-
nental stage.

Speaking after the match,
Guardiola struck a reflective
tone when addressing ques-
tions about his position. “Ev-
erybody wants to fire me. One
day I will come out here and
say ‘bye, bye guys’,” he said,
adding to the uncertainty sur-
rounding his tenure, with just
one year remaining on his
contract.

The Spaniard, who has
been in charge of City since
2016, is already in his longest
managerial stint, having pre-
viously coached Barcelona
and Bayern Munich without
seeing out such an extended

period. While he suggested
that “the future will be
bright,” he stopped short of
confirming whether he would
remain beyond the current
campaign.

Real Madrid once again
proved to be City’s biggest
obstacle in Europe. Even
with injury concerns affect-
ing key players, the 15-time
champions showcased their
pedigree to dismantle Guar-
diola’s side.

Their consistent dominance
over City in knockout stages
has become a defining narra-
tive of recent Champions
League seasons.

Guardiola, a three-time
Champions League winner—

twice with Barcelona—ac-
knowledged the high expecta-
tions surrounding his record.
“I should win six Champions
Leagues,” he remarked sar-
castically, reflecting on the
scrutiny he faces despite
reaching multiple semifinals
and finals.

Madrid’s latest triumph also
highlighted the impact of their
emerging leadership, with
coach Alvaro Arbeloa guiding
the team to notable victories
over top managers in succes-
sive rounds.

As speculation grows,
Guardiola’s future remains
uncertain, but his commit-
ment to City’s long-term suc-
cess appears intact—for now.

Delay in National Sports
Awards Raises Concerns
Over Ministry’s Functioning

CHENNAI

A prolonged delay in an-
nouncing the National Sports
Awards has left athletes anx-
ious and raised serious ques-
tions about the functioning of
the Union Sports Ministry,
with the final approval of
shortlisted names still pend-
ing months after the selection
process concluded.

The prestigious awards, in-
cluding the Arjuna Award and
the Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna,
are traditionally presented on
August 29 to mark National
Sports Day, commemorating
hockey legend Dhyan
Chand’s birth anniversary.
However, this year’s delay
has stretched well beyond
precedent, with no official an-
nouncement even after the
selection committee submit-
ted its recommendations on
December 24.

Athletes whose names are
believed to be on the shortlist
have been left in a state of un-
certainty, repeatedly question-

ing whether they have made
the final cut and when the
awards will be announced.
Around 24 names were report-
edly forwarded for the Arjuna
Awards, along with one rec-
ommendation for the Khel
Ratna, but the file is yet to
receive ministerial approval.

The delay is unprecedented
in the history of the awards
and has added to existing con-
cerns over transparency and
consistency in the selection
process. Coaches’ awards, in-
cluding the Dronacharya
Award and Rashtriya Khel
Protsahan Puruskar, are also
pending, further compound-
ing the uncertainty.

While past delays were of-
ten attributed to major sport-
ing events such as the Olym-
pics, Commonwealth Games,
and Asian Games, the current
holdup is harder to justify, es-
pecially following a relatively
less congested sporting calen-
dar in 2025. The situation has
also reignited debate over the
number of awardees.

CAF overturns final result after chaotic scenes, Senegal to challenge ruling

Senegal Stripped of AFCON Title, Morocco
Crowned Champions After Appeal

PARIS

African football was rocked
by controversy as Senegal na-
tional football team were
stripped of their Africa Cup of
Nations (AFCON) title, with
Morocco national football
team officially declared
champions following a ruling
by the Confederation of Afri-
can Football. The dramatic
decision comes two months
after a chaotic final in Rabat
on January 18, where Senegal
had originally secured a 1-0
victory in extra time thanks to
a goal from Pape Gueye.
However, CAF’s Appeals
Committee ruled that Senegal
forfeited the match due to
their players walking off the
pitch in protest during stop-
page time.

The incident occurred when
a late penalty was awarded to

i Morocco, sparking protests

from Senegal players who left
the field for nearly 20 minutes
before eventually returning.
Though Morocco missed the
penalty—taken by Brahim
Diaz—and Senegal went on
to win, CAF deemed the
walk-off a violation of com-
petition rules.

Citing Articles 82 and 84 of
AFCON regulations, CAF
stated that any team refusing
to continue play without ref-
eree approval forfeits the
match and is recorded as los-
ing 3-0. As a result, Morocco
have been awarded the title.

The Royal Moroccan Foot-
ball Federation welcomed the
decision, clarifying that their
appeal was not against Sene-
gal’s performance but aimed
at ensuring adherence to tour-
nament regulations.

Senegal’s football federa-
tion has strongly condemned
the ruling, calling it “unjust,

unprecedented and unaccept-
able,” and confirmed plans to
appeal to the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport.

The final had already been
marred by disorder, including
attempted pitch invasions by
fans and prolonged disrup-
tions following the penalty
decision by referee Jean-
Jacques Ndala. Senegal goal-
keeper Edouard Mendy had
saved the controversial spot-
kick before the match pro-
ceeded to extra time.

FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino had earlier criticised
the “unacceptable scenes,”
stressing the importance of
discipline and respect for the
game.

The decision has sparked
widespread debate, raising
serious questions about gov-
ernance, fairness, and the fu-
ture handling of disciplinary
issues in African football.

Consistency Key for Veer, Ramit Ahead
of Crucial Season: Coach Palmer

CHENNAI

Consistency will be the defin-
ing factor for Indian squash
players Veer Chotrani and
Ramit Tandon as they gear up
for a demanding season, ac-
cording to their coach David
Palmer.

The duo will look to build
momentum at the JSW Indian
Open in Mumbai, a PSA Cop-
per-level event beginning
Wednesday, as they prepare
for a year packed with high-
stakes competitions, including
the World Championships and
the Asian Games.

Palmer, a former World No.
1 and two-time world cham-
pion, emphasised that while
both players possess the abil-
ity to challenge top-ranked
opponents, maintaining con-
sistency remains their biggest
hurdle. “They have shown
they can beat top-20 players
and push top-10 players, but
doing it regularly is the key,”
he said. While Tandon is aim-
ing to bounce back from a
disappointing season, Chotra-
ni heads into the tournament
with confidence after an im-
pressive performance against
Joel Makin at the New Zea-
land Open, where he stretched
the World No. 5 to five
games.

The coming months are
particularly significant, with

Olympic qualification criteria
now in place. Rankings will
play a crucial role, and a
strong showing at the Asian
Games could secure a direct
berth. Palmer believes both
players have a realistic chance
but stressed the importance of
sustained performance and
fitness.

The coach, however, will
miss the Mumbai event due to
travel constraints. Despite his
absence, his structured train-
ing approach continues to
guide the players. Known for
his emphasis on physical con-
ditioning, Palmer has built his
philosophy on lessons learned

from his former coaches Joe
Shaw and Sean Moxham.

He explained that modern
squash demands a balance of
fitness, technique, and mental
strength, with increasing com-
petition depth making it
tougher to break into the top
20. Palmer also highlighted
the need to adapt training
schedules this year, especially
with a tight window leading
up to the Asian Games.

As the season unfolds, both
Chotrani and Tandon will aim
to translate potential into con-
sistent results, keeping their
Olympic ambitions firmly in
sight.

KONERU HUMPY

Raises Safety Concerns Over
Candidates Tournament in Cyprus

NEW DELHI

Indian chess grandmaster
Koneru Humpy has voiced
strong concerns over partici-
pating in the upcoming Can-
didates tournament in Cyprus,
citing serious safety risks
amid escalating tensions in
West Asia.

Humpy questioned the de-
cision of organisers to pro-
ceed with a premier event in a
region she believes is increas-
ingly unstable. Her remarks
come in the backdrop of re-
cent drone strikes and height-
ened military activity in the
Mediterranean, raising fears
that Cyprus could be drawn
deeper into the conflict.

“I am not sure if I will play.
It depends on the situation,”
Humpy said, expressing ap-
prehension about travelling
under current conditions. She
pointed to ongoing hostilities
involving Hezbollah and re-
gional powers, as well as the
presence of warships and re-
ports of aerial threats, as key
factors behind her hesitation.

The former world rapid
champion stressed that elite
tournaments demand a peace-
ful and secure environment,
something she feels is lacking
at the proposed venue. “You
should be able to play in a

,f?{:ff.‘ ‘

calm atmosphere,
not surrounded

by bomb or mis-

sile sirens. That

is not the stage
for a world-class
tournament,” she
remarked.

While acknowledg-
ing that the event
might proceed with-
out incident, Humpy
argued that even a
minimal level of
risk is unaccept-
able when players’
safety is involved.
She questioned
why organisers
opted for Cyprus
despite early
signs of instabil-
ity in the region.
Taking to social
media, Humpy clari-
fied that her stance was
not driven by personal
concerns alone but by a
broader principle.
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PSG, Real Madrld and
Arsenal Storm Into
Champions League

Quarter-finals

PARIS

Holders Paris Saint-Germain,
record champions Real Ma-
drid and Premier League lead-
ers Arsenal powered into the
UEFA Champions League
quarter-finals, while Sporting
CP produced a stunning
comeback to end Bodo/
Glimt’s fairytale run.

PSG delivered a command-
ing performance in London,
thrashing Chelsea 3-0 to com-
plete a dominant 8-2 aggre-
gate victory. Georgian star
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia con-
tinued his fine form by open-
ing the scoring early, setting
the tone for a one-sided con-
test. Goals from Bradley Bar-
cola and Senny Mayulu
sealed PSG’s emphatic pro-
gression as they look to de-
fend their maiden European
crown.

Meanwhile, Real Madrid
once again proved their dom-
inance in Europe by eliminat-
ing Manchester City with a
5-1 aggregate win. Brazilian
forward Vinicius Junior
played a key role, converting
a penalty and adding a late
goal to underline Madrid’s
superiority. Despite a goal
from Erling Haaland, City
were unable to overturn the

European giants
dominate as knockout
drama sends top clubs

into last eight

deficit, continuing their strug-
gles against the Spanish gi-
ants. Arsenal kept their dream
season alive with a solid 2-0
win over Bayer Leverkusen at
the Emirates Stadium, sealing
a 3-1 aggregate triumph.
Eberechi Eze broke the dead-
lock with a stunning long-
range strike before Declan
Rice added a composed sec-
ond to confirm progression.
Manager Mikel Arteta praised
his team’s control and attack-
ing intent.

In Lisbon, Sporting staged
one of the most remarkable
comebacks of the competi-
tion, overturning a 3-0 first-
leg deficit to defeat Bodo/
Glimt 5-0 after extra time.
Goals from Goncalo Inacio,
Pedro Goncalves and a crucial
penalty by Luis Suarez forced
extra time, before Maxi Arau-
jo and Rafael Nel completed
the turnaround.

Sporting’s victory marks
their first quarter-final appear-
ance since 1983, while Bodo/
Glimt’s memorable European
journey comes to an end.

Education Crucial as
Sporting Careers Are
Short: PV Sindhu

GURUGRAM

Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu has emphasised
the importance of education
for young athletes, cautioning
that relying solely on sports
careers can be risky due to
their uncertain and limited
span.

Sindhu highlighted that
while sporting success re-
quires dedication and hard
work, academic grounding is
equally essential for long-
term stability. ““You can’t play
sport all your life. At some
point, you have to retire, and
that’s the reality. Education
stays with you forever,” she
said.

The former world champi-
on, who has balanced aca-
demics alongside an illustri-
ous badminton career, shared
insights from her own jour-
ney. She revealed how inju-
ries and setbacks
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promising careers, making it
vital for athletes to have a
strong educational foundation
to fall back on.

Sindhu recalled battling
self-doubt ahead of the 2016
Rio Olympics after suffering
a stress fracture in her left
foot in 2015. The injury side-
lined her for months and
raised questions about her re-
turn to top-level competition.
However, she made a remark-
able comeback to win a silver
medal at the Games, underlin-
ing both her resilience and the
unpredictability of sporting
careers.

Echoing views often ex-
pressed by her mentor Pullela
Gopichand, Sindhu urged par-
ents and young athletes to
strike a balance between aca-
demics and sports. She point-
ed out that success in either
field demands discipline and
commitment, and excelling in
both is challenging but
achievable.

“Studies and sports are
equally important. I have
done my MBA, and I know
it’s not easy to manage both.
But at the end of the day, ed-
ucation gives you security for
life,” she added.

Currently on a short break
after being stranded in Dubai
due to regional airspace dis-

ruptions, Sindhu also spoke
about the physical toll

of injuries, noting
that they often oc-
cur unexpected-

ly and can
sometimes

~end ca-
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was clear — pur-

sue sporting dreams

with passion, but never at

the cost of education, which

remains a lifelong asset be-
yond the playing arena.
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Fuel crisis deepens as
Pakistan faces
shortages amid Iran war

Karachi
Pakistan is facing a severe
fuel crisis after oil supply
disruptions linked to Middle
East tensions. Citizens are
waiting for hours at petrol
stations, while prices have
risen sharply in recent
weeks. The government is
considering steps like short-
er workweeks and online
classes to save fuel. Limited
reserves and heavy de-
pendence on imports have
worsened the situation. Ef-
forts to reroute supplies are
costly and slow. Experts
urge declaring an energy
emergency and investing in
renewable sources to avoid
future crises. They also
stress building strategic re-
serves and improving plan-
ning to handle sudden sup-
ply shocks better ahead.

Tanker with UAE oil
reaches Mundra
boosting energy supply

Bhuj
The Indian-flagged tanker
‘Jag Laadki’ arrived safely at
Mundra Port in Gujarat car-
rying about 80,886 metric
tonnes of crude oil from the
United Arab Emirates. The
vessel was loaded at Fu-
jairah and docked after
proper coordination by port
authorities. Officials said the
cargo will support refinery
operations and strengthen
India’s energy supply during
global uncertainties. Earlier,
LPG carriers ‘Shivalik’ and
‘Nanda Devi’ also reached
Guijarat ports through the
sensitive Strait of Hormuz.
Authorities assured that In-
dia has enough energy re-
sources, and unloading at
Mundra will follow strict
safety and environmental
rules set by officials.

Tankers reroute from
China to India amid spike
inRussian oil purchases

New Delhi
India has increased its pur-
chase of Russian oil, leading
several tankers to change
routes from China to Indian
ports. One tanker, Aqua Ti-
tan, is now heading to New
Mangalore after altering its
course mid-journey. This
shift follows temporary ap-
proval from the United
States for higher imports.
Indian refiners bought near-
ly 30 million barrelsina
week to manage supply is-
sues caused by Middle East
tensions. At least seven
ships have diverted recently.
Another tanker, Zouzou N.,
is also heading to Sikka. Ex-
perts warn rising demand
could push global oil prices
higher in coming weeks
ahead.
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India leads the way
toward greener power

Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlights India’s energy
transformation, showcasing reliable power, sustainability
progress, and growing global leadership in electricity production.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently shared a bright
vision for the nation’s future.
He highlighted how India is
building a strong energy sys-
tem that protects the environ-
ment while meeting the grow-
ing needs of its people.

The Prime Minister praised
a new report by Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, which
explains how local energy
policies are turning the dream
of a developed India into a
reality.

The transformation over the
last ten years has been truly
incredible. In the past, many
areas struggled with frequent
blackouts, but power shortag-
es have now almost disap-
peared. The government has

worked hard to ensure that
every home, farm, and factory
has the electricity it needs to
thrive. Statistics show that the
country’s energy gap dropped
from over four percent a de-
cade ago to nearly zero this
year. This progress makes In-
dia the third-largest producer
and consumer of electricity
across the entire globe.

Recent records show that
India added more power ca-
pacity this year than ever be-
fore. This massive boost helps
support a growing economy
where the average person now
uses much more electricity
than they did in 2014.

To showcase these wins, the
Bharat Energy Summit will
begin tomorrow at Yashob-
hoomi. This event will run
until March 22, focusing on
new technology and smart in-
novations. By inviting every-
one to learn about these
changes, the government
hopes to inspire a cleaner,
more reliable future for the
next generation. India is no
longer just watching the
world change; it is leading the
charge toward a sustainable
tomorrow.
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India becomes global leader
in chip design: Report

NEW DELHI

India is rapidly transforming
into a vital hub for the global
semiconductor industry.
While other nations focus on
massive factories, India’s true
power comes from its brilliant
engineers.

A new report reveals that
the country now holds nearly
20% of the world’s chip de-
sign workforce. This massive
pool of talent is shifting how
the entire world builds the
technology found in our
phones and computers.

For a long time, places like
Taiwan and South Korea led
the market with advanced
manufacturing. Now, global
tech giants like Intel and
NVIDIA are flocking to India
to open major research cen-
ters. These companies rely on
local experts to design and
test complex systems. Al-
though building high-end fac-
tories takes time, India is
moving fast by focusing on

assembly and testing first. A
great example is the massive
new facility being built in Gu-
jarat by Micron Technology.
The government is also
playing a huge role through
the India Semiconductor Mis-
sion. They are providing fi-
nancial help to startups and
offering the tools needed to
invent new chips. This sup-
port has built immense confi-
dence among international
partners. In fact, a major part-
nership between Tata and a
Taiwanese firm will soon
bring an eleven-billion-dollar
factory to life. By blending
human talent with smart gov-

India is emerging as a
semiconductor hub,
leveraging its vast chip
design talent,
attracting global tech
giants, and boosting
innovation through
strategic investments
and government
support.

ernment policies, India is no
longer just a participant in the
tech world. It is becoming a
leader that ensures the global
supply chain stays strong and
innovative for years to come.

Pakistan faces
growing crisis as
institutions fail

NEW DELHI

Pakistan is currently strug-
gling with a deepening pover-
ty crisis that goes beyond a
simple lack of money.

A new report describes the
situation as “institutional pov-
erty,” meaning the country
lacks the strong systems need-
ed to protect jobs and help
people recover from financial
shocks. Government data
shows that poverty has
jumped from roughly twen-
ty-two percent a few years
ago to nearly twenty-nine per-
cent. This means millions
more families are finding it
harder to afford basic needs as
prices rise faster than their ac-
tual earnings.

The situation is especially
difficult in rural areas, where
poverty has climbed above
thirty-six percent. Even in cit-
ies, the number of people
struggling has increased sig-
nificantly. Experts point out
that most workers are stuck in
informal jobs without con-
tracts, insurance, or any real
protection. Because local gov-
ernment offices are weak and
lack funding, they cannot pro-
vide the essential services
people need. Instead of build-
ing strong factories and creat-
ing long-term jobs, the coun-
try has become too dependent
on money sent from citizens
living abroad and foreign aid.

Indian companies lead global digital investment, embracing Industry 4.0
technologies with strong confidence, innovation focus, and readiness for
transformative business change.

‘India leads world in digital tech spending’

NEW DELHI

Indian companies are now the
most eager in the world to
spend money on new digital
tools.

A fresh report shows that
seventy-one percent of firms
in India are ready to invest
heavily in technology. This is
the highest rate found any-
where on the globe, proving
that India is charging ahead in
the race to modernize indus-
tries. The country now ranks
among the top three nations
for adopting advanced “In-
dustry 4.0” systems.

Experts from MHP and
LMU Munich found that most
businesses worldwide expect
massive changes over the next

ten years. While many are
nervous about these shifts, In-
dian leaders are embracing a
“software-first” mindset. In
fact, forty-four percent of
people surveyed in India be-
lieve that software is already
changing their business for
the better. This is a much
higher number than what was
seen in European countries
like Germany or Switzerland.

While some regions focus

mostly on cutting costs, Indi-
an companies are looking at
the bigger picture. They are
using technology to improve
the quality of their products
and meet high global stan-
dards. This strategy helps
them grow into new interna-
tional markets faster than
their competitors. Other coun-
tries, like Mexico and the
United States, are also invest-
ing, but they still trail behind
India’s enthusiasm. By choos-
ing to lead in digital produc-
tion and smart integration,
India is setting a powerful
example for the rest of the
world. The report confirms
that the nation is not just
ready for change; it is driving
the digital revolution.

US fights China’s grip on vital minerals

NEW DELHI

The United States is facing a
tough challenge as it tries to
break China’s control over
rare minerals. These special
materials are needed to build
everything from smartphones
and electric cars to advanced
military equipment.

Currently, China produces
most of these minerals and
handles almost all the pro-
cessing. US officials admit
that this happened because
America chose to send the
technology abroad years ago
to avoid the pollution caused
by mining.

By moving this work away,
the US lost decades of experi-
ence in science and engineer-
ing. Now, the country finds
itself depending on China for
ninety-five percent of its rare
earth needs.

A top defense official re-
cently noted that while the US
holds seventeen percent of the
world’s manufacturing power,
China holds thirty percent.
This gap is a major concern
for national security. To fix
this, the US is now looking at
a “periodic table” of problems
it must solve to catch up and
secure its own supplies.

To fight back, the US is in-

vesting heavily in its own
processing plants and teaming
up with allies like Australia.
Other countries are also step-
ping up to help.

For example, a Canadian
company is opening a new
plant in South Korea next
week to produce tungsten.
They hope this move will
provide nearly half of the
world’s supply outside of
China. By working together
and building new factories,
these nations aim to create a
fairer market and ensure that
the technology of the future
is not controlled by just one
country.

‘India becomes a global electronics export power’

NEW DELHI

India’s electronics industry
is reaching new heights as
hardware exports surged by
over thirty percent in the
past year. A recent report re-
veals that exports hit a re-
cord thirty-eight billion dol-

lars, marking a significant
rise from the previous year.
This impressive growth is
fueled by increasing global
demand for Indian-made
technology, particularly
smartphones.

Phone exports alone
crossed twenty-four billion

dollars, making them the
largest contributor to the
country’s electronics trade.
The United States remains
the leading importer of Indi-
an smartphones, followed by
the United Arab Emirates
and several European coun-
tries. While North America

and Europe dominate as key
markets, Indian companies
are steadily expanding into
emerging regions such as
Africa and South America.
This growth is nationwide,
with Tamil Nadu leading
production, followed by
Karnataka and Uttar

India mandates local parts for solar power

NEW DELHI

The Indian government is taking a massive step to ensure the
country builds its own solar technology from scratch.

The officials announced that key solar components, known
as ingots and wafers, must be sourced from an approved list of
local makers starting June 1, 2028. This new rule expands ex-
isting laws that already require solar panels and cells to be made
in India. By including these “upstream” parts, the government
aims to end the country’s heavy reliance on expensive imports

from abroad.

Minister Pralhad Joshi explained that this move is all about
making India self-reliant in clean energy.

Currently, while India assembles many solar panels, the thin
silicon wafers inside them often come from other countries.
Under the new framework, any new solar project starting after
the deadline must use these government-approved domestic
parts. This includes everything from large government
solar farms to smaller setups used by private businesses and

homes.

To make sure there is enough supply, the official list of ap-
proved makers will only be released once at least three inde-
pendent factories are running with a large total capacity.

Pradesh. Even non-tradition-
al tech regions are joining
the manufacturing wave.
The “Made in India” label is
gaining global recognition
for quality, helping the
country strengthen its posi-
tion as a major electronics
hub worldwide.

AFFORDABLE RAIL TRAVEL

Indian job market booms
across multi-sectors

NEW DELHI

India’s economy is growing
fast, and it is creating many
new jobs for people every-
where. A new report shows
that the unemployment rate
dropped to 4.9 percent this
February.

This is great news because
it means hiring is no longer
stuck in just a few big cities.
Instead, work is opening up
in factories, building sites,
shops, and even on farms.
This broad growth is helping
families in both busy urban
centers and quiet rural vil-
lages.

Government projects to
build better roads and bridg-
es are a big reason for this
success. Programs like
“Make in India” are also en-
couraging global companies
to build cars and electronics
right here. These big facto-
ries do not just hire floor
workers; they also create
roles for truck drivers and
parts makers. Because more
international brands are
choosing India as their home
base, these jobs are becom-
ing more stable and lasting
throughout the whole year.

Young people are finding
exciting new paths in tech-
nology and startups. From
online shopping to green en-
ergy, there is a huge demand
for fresh talent. At the same
time, more women are join-
ing the workforce in fields
like healthcare and teaching.
New digital tools also allow
many people to work from

Hiring rush grows
as firms seek
immediate joiners

Bengaluru: Nearly one
in three job postings in
India now seek can-
didates who can join
immediately, showing
rising urgency among
employers. A report
said demand for quick
joiners has increased
sharply since 2022, but
availability remains low,
creating a talent gap.
Many companies prefer
mid-level profession-
als who can start work
without long training.
Sectors like IT and
banking face the biggest
shortages, pushing firms
to explore contract
hiring. While metro cities
lead in demand, smaller
cities offer more quick
joiners. Experts say fast
hiring needs are driven
by tight deadlines and
shorter project cycles
across industries today.

home or take part-time roles
that were not possible be-
fore. By teaching new skills
to the youth and supporting
small businesses, the nation
is building a future where
everyone has a chance to
succeed and earn a good
living.

Rallways boost cheap travel with big subsidies

NEW DELHI

Indian Railways is putting
everyday passengers first by
making travel more afford-
able than ever. The govern-
ment announced that it is
focusing on adding more
non-AC and sleeper coaches
to trains across the country.
To keep ticket prices low for
everyone, the railway de-
partment provides a massive
forty-five percent discount
on every passenger’s fare.
This means the government
spends billions of rupees
each year just to ensure that
travel remains a bud-
get-friendly option for the

percent of all train cars are
dedicated to general and

sleeper classes. Thousands
of new coaches are being
built right now to meet
the high demand. While
keeping fares low, the rail-
ways have also become a
global leader in moving
goods. Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw shared that India
is now the second-largest
freight carrier in the world.
This success in cargo helps
support the costs of passen-
ger travel.

Safety and modern tech-
nology are also at the
heart of these updates. Al-
most the entire rail network
is now powered by electric-
ity, which is better for

the environment. Engineers
have laid down thousands of
miles of new tracks and
built many overpasses to
make journeys smoother and
safer. New, high-tech
coaches are replacing older
ones to protect passengers
during their trips. From au-
tomatic signals to better
training for staff, every
part of the system is
getting an upgrade. By
combining low costs with
better safety, Indian Rail-
ways is ensuring that mil-
lions of people can reach
their destinations reliably
and without breaking the
bank.

public.
Currently, about seventy
L X X X
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Coach confident Rohit’s fitness and
form will boost Mumbai Indians

MUMBAI

Mumbai Indians head
coach Mahela Jayawar-
dene is eager to wit-
ness a ‘“newer ver-
sion” of veteran open-
er Rohit Sharma in
the upcoming IPL ~
season, expressing confidence
in the former India captain’s
renewed fitness and commit-
ment.

Rohit, who has not played
T20 internationals since lead-
ing India to the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup title in 2024,
remains a pivotal figure for
Mumbai Indians. According
to Jayawardene, the experi-
enced batter has put in signif-
icant work behind the scenes
and has looked sharp during
the team’s preparatory camp.

“He has done a lot of work,
especially with his skills, and
looked very good in the nets.
This is a much fitter and com-
mitted version of Rohit,” Jay-
awardene said, adding that he
expects the opener to lead
from the front this season.

Despite a relatively modest
IPL 2025 campaign where he

@Y scored 418 runs in 15

» matches, Rohit’s experi-
ence and leadership con-
tinue to be invaluable
for the franchise. His
@ return in top form
by could be crucial for
El Mumbai Indians as
they aim to reclaim
their dominance in the league.

Jayawardene also dismissed
concerns over the recent form
of India’s T20 World
Cup-winning captain
Suryakumar Yadav. Although
Suryakumar managed just
242 runs during the global
tournament, the coach backed
his ability to bounce back
strongly.

“SKY is a class player. He
is not worried about his form,
and neither are we. He deliv-
ered when it mattered and
showed excellent leadership
under pressure,” Jayawardene
noted.

He further praised Suryaku-
mar’s decision-making during
challenging moments in the
tournament, highlighting his
composure and tactical
awareness as key attributes.

Beyond the senior squad,
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NEW DELHI

Punjab Kings head
coach Ricky
Ponting has ap-
proved the de-
layed arrival of
" South African
all-rounder Marco
Jansen for the up-

- coming Indian
| Premier League
season, citing ex-
ceptional travel
circumstances fol-
lowing the T20

World Cup.

‘< Several
9 / , players from
-1 South Afri-
7 ca and the
7 West Indies
\ were stranded
in India
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ed, due to logistical disrup-
tions linked to reduced opera-
tions at key transit hubs in
West Asia. Airports in Dubai
and Abu Dhabi were function-
ing below capacity, severely
impacting outbound travel.
The situation drew criti-
cism from notable figures,
including West Indies head
coach Daren Sammy and
South African batter David
Miller, who expressed frus-
tration over the prolonged
delays in leaving India.
Acknowledging these chal-
lenges, Ponting has allowed
Jansen additional time before
joining the squad. The left-
arm pacer is now scheduled to
link up with Punjab Kings
on March 26, while
most overseas players,
along with Ponting, ;e
are expected to as- [
semble by March 21.

all-rounder Azmatul-
lah Omarzai will ar-
rive on March 23 |
from Kabul, despite
ongoing regional ten- |
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Lakshmipathy Balaji Backs Rahane for
No. 3 Role as KKR Eye Strong Start

MUMBAI

Former India pacer Laksh-
mipathy Balaji has strongly
advocated for Kolkata Knight
Riders skipper Ajinkya Rah-
ane to bat at number three in

the upcoming IPL season, in-
sisting that the experienced
batter should not slot in any
lower in the batting order.

With KKR set to open their
campaign against the five-
time champions Mumbai In-
dians on March 29, discus-
sions around the ideal top-or-
der combination have intensi-
fied. The squad boasts multi-
ple opening options, including
Finn Allen, Tim Seifert, Sunil
Narine and young Angkrish
Raghuvanshi, creating both
flexibility and selection di-
lemmas.

Balaji outlined a preferred
top four comprising Allen and
Seifert as openers, followed
by Rahane at number three
and Cameron Green at num-
ber four. He emphasised that
Rahane has previously ex-
celled in the one-down role
and can anchor the innings

while allowing stroke-makers
around him to play freely.

“Rahane has done phenom-
enally well at number three.
That position suits his game,
and it will benefit both him
and the team,” Balaji said,
highlighting the need for sta-
bility in the top order.

Rahane enjoyed a produc-
tive IPL season last year,
scoring 390 runs in 12 innings
at a healthy strike rate, largely
operating at number three.
His consistency and ability to
pace an innings make him a
crucial figure in KKR’s bat-
ting setup.

Balaji also stressed that
KKR’s top order must step up
this season, particularly after
the departure of key contribu-
tors from their 2024 title-win-
ning campaign, including for-
mer skipper Shreyas Iyer and
explosive opener Phil Salt.

Pathan Backs Iyer to Shine Again as
Punjab Kings Eye Strong Start

MUMBAI

Former India all-rounder Irfan
Pathan has expressed strong
confidence in Punjab Kings
skipper Shreyas Iyer continu-
ing his stellar form from last
season, asserting that the styl-
ish right-hander remains a
“proven cricketer” who does
not need the IPL as a platform
to reclaim his place in India’s
T20I squad.

Punjab Kings, last season’s
runners-up, will begin their
IPL 2026 campaign against
Gujarat Titans on March 31 at
New Chandigarh. With Iyer
and head coach Ricky Ponting
forming a formidable leader-
ship combination, expecta-
tions are high for another
strong showing.

Iyer was instrumental in
PBKS’ impressive run last
season, finishing as the team’s
top scorer with 604 runs in 17
innings at an average above
50 and a strike rate exceeding
175. His consistency and ag-
gressive approach made him
one of the standout perform-
ers of the tournament.

Pathan highlighted Iyer’s
growth as a batter, recalling
his memorable match-win-
ning knock against the Mum-
bai Indians, where he dis-
played exceptional composure
and shot-making against
top-quality bowling. “He has

improved leaps and bounds,”
Pathan remarked, adding that
Iyer is already aware of his
value to the Indian T20 setup.

The former all-rounder also 4
believes Punjab Kings have a
well-balanced squad heading
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into the season. The top or-
der, featuring Prabhsimran

alongside lIyer, appears set-

tled after impressive perfor-

mances last year.

The middle order, compris-
ing emerging Indian talents
like Nehal Wadhera and
Shashank Singh, along
with experienced inter-
nationals such as Mar-
cus Stoinis, provides
depth and finishing
power.

Pathan was particu-
larly enthusiastic
about the team’s pace
attack, led by Arsh-
deep Singh and |
Marco Jansen, with
strong backup op-
tions including
Azmatullah
Omarzai and
others.

With a

V7

settled batting unit
and a potent bowling lineup,
Punjab Kings appear well-

equipped to mount a serious
title challenge this season un-

der Iyer’s leader-
.. ship.

NEW DELHI

Former South Africa captain
Faf du Plessis believes Kolk-
ata Knight Riders possess a
formidable advantage in their
spin attack, urging the fran-
chise to prepare spin-friendly
conditions at Eden Gardens
to maximise the impact of
Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakravarthy in the upcom-
ing IPL season.

Du Plessis described the
duo as “absolute cannons” in
T20 cricket, emphasising that
KKR’s success hinges on cre-
ating conditions that allow
both spinners to dominate.
According to him, Eden Gar-
dens should be tailored to as-
sist spin, ensuring Narine and
Chakravarthy remain central
to the team’s strategy
throughout the tournament.

sions involving his country.
Meanwhile, team captain
Shreyas lyer is likely to join
the camp on March 19.

In their debut season to-
gether, Ponting and lyer led
Punjab Kings to their first IPL
final since 2014, raising ex-
pectations for the upcoming
campaign. Jansen, who

claimed 16 wickets
last season with
an economy
rate of 9.20, re-
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Ponting Backs Jansen’s Late IPL
Arrival After Travel Delays

mains a key asset for the side.

Punjab Kings will begin
their IPL 2026 campaign
against Gujarat Titans on
March 31 at home, followed
by an away fixture against
Chennai Super Kings on
April 3.

Travel disruptions
after T20 World Cup

forced delayed
departures for players

Spin duo could dominate if Eden pitch suits their strengths

Du Plessis Backs Narine, Varun as

KKR’s Key Weapons at Eden

“Both are among the best
T20 spinners right now. If
they are not in the game due
to pitch conditions, KKR lose
their biggest strength,” he
noted during an interaction
with JioHotstar.Chakravarthy,
despite India’s recent T20
World Cup triumph, had a rel-
atively modest outing, picking
up 14 wickets at an economy
rate exceeding nine. However,
Du Plessis remains confident
in his ability to bounce back
strongly in familiar IPL con-
ditions.

KKR, led by Ajinkya Rah-
ane this season, will begin
their campaign against the
Mumbeai Indians on March 29
in an away fixture. The team
will look to improve on last
season’s disappointing perfor-
mance, where they finished
near the bottom of the points

table with just five wins from
14 matches.

Du Plessis also highlighted
the importance of Australian
all-rounder Cameron Green,
who joins KKR as a high-pro-
file signing. While praising
Green’s all-round capabilities,
he cautioned that the hefty
price tag brings significant
expectations and pressure.

Former India pacer Laksh-
mipathy Balaji, meanwhile,
suggested a tactical adjust-
ment, recommending Rahane
bat in the top order. He pro-
posed a strong top four featur-
ing Finn Allen, Tim Seifert,
Rahane, and Green to provide
stability and firepower.

With a balanced mix of spin
strength and batting depth,
KKR will aim to mount a
stronger title challenge this
season.
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Antonelli Calls Chinese GP Victory ‘Starting Point’ for F1 Glory

MILAN

Rising Formula One star An-
drea Kimi Antonelli has de-
scribed his breakthrough vic-
tory at the Chinese Grand
Prix as just the beginning of a
promising career, as the teen-
age sensation targets sus-
tained success at the highest
level of motorsport.

The 19-year-old Mercedes
driver clinched his maiden
Grand Prix win from pole po-
sition, marking a historic mo-
ment as he became the first
Italian to win an F1 race since
Giancarlo Fisichella two de-
cades ago. Antonelli’s tri-
umph also underlined his rap-
id rise after stepping into the
seat previously held by sev-
en-time world champion
Lewis Hamilton at the start of

the 2025 season.

NEW DELHI

. Fugitive former IPL
chairman Lalit Modi
. has stirred fresh con-
. troversy with a point-
. ed message to Sun-
risers owner Kavya
. Maran following
. backlash over the
. signing of Pakistani
cricketer Abrar
by Ahmed at The
M Hundred auction.
The Sunrisers
franchise, which
operates teams in
multiple leagues,
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“It’s a starting point and I
hope I can keep going be-
cause we’re on the right
track,” Antonelli said after
returning to his hometown
Bologna, where he received a
rousing welcome from fans

acquired Abrar Ahmed for
£190,000 (approximately
%2.34 crore) during the inau-
gural men’s Hundred auction
in London. The move trig-
gered a wave of criticism on
social media, with many fans
questioning the decision giv-
en the longstanding absence
of Pakistani players in the IPL
ecosystem.

The backlash intensified to
the extent that the Sunrisers
Leeds’ social media account
on X was temporarily sus-
pended amid the uproar. Tradi-
tionally, Indian franchises with
overseas teams have avoided

and media. “It won’t be easy,
but this result gives me confi-
dence and belief.”

Antonelli finished ahead of
his Mercedes teammate
George Russell, with Ferrari’s
Hamilton completing the po-

signing Pakistani players due
to the political sensitivities
surrounding India-Pakistan re-
lations, particularly after the
2008 Mumbeai attacks, which
led to Pakistani players being
excluded from the IPL after its
inaugural season.

Amid the growing contro-
versy, Modi weighed in with a
cryptic yet direct remark on
X, advising the franchise on
handling public perception.
“Investing 32.34 crore on a
Pakistani player when fans are
already on edge? I know a
thing or two about managing
optics and building empires.

dium. In doing so, he also be-
came the youngest pole-sitter
in Formula One history, fur-
ther cementing his status as
one of the sport’s brightest
prospects.

The young Italian hinted at
even bigger ambitions, in-
cluding becoming the first
driver from his country to
win the world championship
since Alberto Ascari in
1953. “There’s a bigger step
ahead, which is the most
difficult. But if I do every-
thing right, we can get
there,” he said.

Antonelli’s achievement
has sparked excitement
across Italy, drawing praise
from fellow sports stars, in-
cluding tennis world num-
ber one Jannik Sinner, who
dedicated his Indian Wells
triumph to the young driver.

Lalit Modi’s Message to Kavya Maran Sparks
Debate After Abrar Ahmed Row

Call me,” he wrote, without
explicitly naming the individ-
uals involved. While Modi did
not mention Maran or Ahmed
directly, the timing, context,
and financial reference made
the target of his comment ev-
ident. His intervention has
further fuelled debate, given
his own contentious history
with Indian authorities.

Modi has been residing in
the United Kingdom since
2010 after leaving India amid
allegations of financial irreg-
ularities, including tax eva-
sion and money laundering
linked to IPL operations.

City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Inmaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru — 560001 and printed at Manipal Media Network Limited
Opp. Govt School, Kempalinganahalli, Near Kunigal Cross, Nelamangala TQ, Bangalore Rural Dist. -562123, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at S. J. R. V. Printers,
No. 208 Plot No. B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad — 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008.
(RNI'No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.




