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Translation projects stalled at Bhasha Bharati authority
BENGALURU

 
Several translation projects 
initiated by the previous exec-
utive committee of the Kuve-
mpu Bhasha Bharati Pradhi-
kara have come to a halt due 
to shortage of funds, leaving 
a number of completed vol-
umes awaiting publication at 
the authority’s office.Among 
the major projects pending 
publication is the Kannada 
translation of renowned phi-
losopher  Surendrana th 
Dasgupta’s acclaimed work A 
History of Indian Philosophy. 

The multi-volume work was 
translated from English to 
Kannada by five scholars un-
der the editorship of writer 
and scholar Prabhakar Joshi.

In addition, 11 volumes of 
writings by historian, Gand-
hian thinker and researcher 
Dharampal were translated 
from Hindi and English into 

Kannada. However, despite 
the completion of translation 
work, the books could not be 
printed as the tenure of the 
executive committee ended 
before the publication tender 
process was finalised.The pre-
vious executive committee 
headed by former chairman 
Ajakkala Girish Bhat was 
constituted in October 2019 
and its term ended in October 
2022. Following this, the then 
BJP government appointed 
the Joint Director of the De-
partment of Kannada and Cul-
ture as Administrative Officer 

for academies and authorities 
functioning under the depart-
ment.Sources said the admin-
istrative setup that took 
charge later did not move for-
ward with publication of the 
translated works. As a result, 
thousands of pages of trans-
lated material remained con-
fined to files and manuscripts 
without being converted into 
published books.After coming 
to power, the Congress gov-
ernment constituted new ex-
ecutive committees for acad-
emies and literary authorities 
in March 2024. 

LACK OF FUNDS
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Civic body clears 

 illegal Bakrid livestock 
sheds

Two youths, minor 
held for robbing 

student

Transport  
official robbed near 

Majestic

BENGALURU
Ahead of Bakrid, the Ben-
galuru North City Corpo-

ration (BNCC) launched a 
special drive to remove 

unauthorised sheep and 
goat market sheds across 

its jurisdiction. Corpora-
tion teams cleared tem-
porary sheds, tarpaulin 
enclosures, iron barri-

cades and other illegal 
structures erected on 

public roads, footpaths, 
government land and 

along storm water drains. 
The operation was carried 

out jointly by officials 
from the animal hus-

bandry, health and engi-
neering departments 

along with police person-
nel under the supervision 
of BNCC Commissioner 

Pommala Sunil Kumar. In 
a statement, BNCC said 

several traders continued 
operations without per-

mission despite prior no-
tices. Illegal structures 
were dismantled using 
machinery, while some 

traders voluntarily coop-
erated with officials. Au-

thorities said the drive 
was aimed at ensuring 
smooth traffic move-

ment, maintaining sanita-
tion and protecting ani-
mal welfare during the 
festival season. BNCC 

also warned of legal ac-
tion against violators.

BENGALURU
City police arrested two 
youths and a juvenile for 
allegedly robbing a col-

lege student of his mobile 
phone and assaulting him 

in Ramamurthy Nagar. 
The victim, Dheeraj, a 

BBA student from Banja-
ra Layout, was waiting for 

friends on Outer Ring 
Road around 3 am before 

leaving for Hoskote for 
biriyani. Police said the 

three accused suddenly 
attacked him and 

snatched his mobile 
phone. During the strug-
gle, Dheeraj sustained a 
stab injury on his hand. 

Passersby alerted police 
and shifted him to a near-

by hospital, where he is 
recovering. The arrested 
accused were identified 
as Bhuvan and Mithun, 

both 23 and residents of 
Janakiram Layout. Further 
investigation is underway.

BENGALURU
Three unidentified mis-

creants allegedly robbed 
a Telangana State Road 

Transport Corporation of-
ficial of two mobile 

phones and cash near 
Sangam Circle in the city. 

The victim, K. Mahipal, 
was walking towards his 
office at the KSRTC bus 

terminal around 5.30 am 
when the accused inter-

cepted him near Majestic, 
police said. Threatening 

him, the trio snatched two 
mobile phones and a wal-
let containing cash before 

fleeing from the spot. 

Karnataka Police issues strict 
custodial death probe guidelines

Strict guidelines prepared under BNSS, with the State police chief warning of stringent action 
against officers found violating the rules during investigations into custodial violence and deaths.

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Police Depart-
ment has introduced stringent 
procedures to curb incidents 
of custodial torture and deaths 
in police custody, with Direc-
tor General and Inspector 
General of Police Dr. M.A. 
Salim issuing detailed inves-
tigation guidelines to ensure 
transparency and accountabil-
i ty.The new directions, 
framed under the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS), are aimed at prevent-
ing lapses in investigation, 
destruction of evidence and 
possible influence by local 
police personnel during 
probes into custodial violence 

cases.According to the guide-
lines, if any allegation of tor-
ture or ill-treatment in police 
custody is reported, the juris-
dictional police station officer 
must immediately register an 
FIR and submit a report with-
out delay to senior officers.

The order also mandates the 
immediate seizure of CCTV 
footage from the police sta-
tion or the location concerned 

whenever incidents of custodi-
al violence or death are report-
ed. Investigators have been 
instructed to preserve all elec-
tronic and documentary evi-
dence to prevent tampering.In 
a major step towards transpar-
ency, the guidelines make au-
dio and video recording com-
pulsory for victim statements 
as well as postmortem proce-
dures in custodial death cases. 
Officials said this would help 
ensure credibility in investiga-
tions and reduce the possibility 
of manipulation of evidence.

The DGP has further direct-
ed that once such cases are 
transferred to the Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID), 
investigators should not rely 

solely on station records and 
case diaries maintained earlier 
by local police. Instead, CID 
officers must personally visit 
the scene of occurrence, inde-
pendently verify the evidence 
and reassess whether proce-
dures such as mahazar and 
seizure formalities were con-
ducted properly.Another im-
portant provision requires 
prosecutors to obtain prior 
sanction from the competent 
authority before filing charge 
sheets against accused police 
personnel. The move is intend-
ed to ensure legal scrutiny 
while maintaining fairness in 
prosecution.

Police headquarters officials 
said the guidelines were issued 

to strengthen public confi-
dence and maintain the integ-
rity of the force by ensuring 
impartial investigations in sen-
sitive cases.Dr. Salim warned 
that any violation of the new 
rules at any stage of investiga-
tion would be viewed serious-
ly. He said officers responsible 
for lapses, suppression of facts 
or destruction of evidence in 
cases that tarnish the image of 
the police department would 
face direct accountability and 
strict legal action.The order 
comes amid increasing public 
scrutiny over custodial vio-
lence cases and is expected to 
serve as a framework for uni-
form investigations across the 
State.

DK Shivakumar has ability to 
become CM: Youth Congress chief

BENGALURU
 

State Youth Congress Presi-
dent Manjunath Gowda on 
Sunday strongly backed Dep-
uty Chief Minister D. K. Shi-
vakumar for the Chief Minis-
ter’s post, saying the senior 
Congress leader possessed the 
capability, intelligence and 
organisational strength re-
quired to lead the State.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the KPCC office in 
Bengaluru, Manjunath Gowda 
said there was nothing wrong 
in party workers and support-
ers wanting Shivakumar to 
become the Chief Minister in 
the future.“DK Shivakumar 
should become the Chief 
Minister. Why not? He has 
the ability and leadership 
qualities. The right time 
should come and when that 
moment arrives, he will be-
come the Chief Minister,” he 
said.Praising Shivakumar’s 
contribution to the Congress 
organisation, Gowda de-
scribed him as a grassroots 
leader who had built the party 
structure from villages to the 
national level. He also said 

Shivakumar was known for 
nurturing ordinary workers 
and giving opportunities to 
leaders from middle-class 
backgrounds.“Elsewhere, 
leaders do politics only for 
their own families or children. 
But DK Shivakumar encour-
ages people who come from 
ordinary backgrounds. Nearly 
95 per cent of the leaders he 
has supported belong to mid-
dle-class families. I myself 
am an example,” he said.

The Youth Congress leader 
also accused the BJP of at-
tempting to politically target 
Shivakumar and trying unsuc-
cessfully to attract him. 
“Many are trying to lure him, 
but it is not happening. He al-

ways stands by the Congress 
party and follows the party’s 
direction,” he added.Speaking 
on the alleged NEET exam-
ination paper leak controver-
sy, Gowda launched a sharp 
attack on the Union govern-
ment and accused it of failing 
students across the country. 
He alleged that the integrity 
of competitive examinations 

had weakened during the ten-
ure of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.“The NEET paper 
leak is a huge tragedy for stu-
dents. Their future is being 
destroyed. We will stage a 
major protest on May 21 
against these irregularities,” 
he said.Gowda said Deputy 
Chief Minister Shivakumar 
and Congress leader Randeep 
Singh Surjewala would par-
ticipate in the agitation, while 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
had also been invited.He fur-
ther alleged that organised net-
works and coaching centres in 
parts of North India were in-
volved in exam-related mal-
practices, including selling 
leaked question papers for huge 
sums. He criticised Union Ed-
ucation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan for not giving a satis-
factory explanation regarding 
the controversy.Calling for 
stringent action against those 
involved, Gowda said there 
should be “zero tolerance” to-
wards any mafia operating in 
entrance examinations and 
stressed that merit and transpar-
ency must be protected to safe-
guard students’ futures.

DK Shivakumar is a party 
stalwart who has 
strengthened the 

Congress from the village 
level to the national 

stage, says State Youth 
Congress President 
Manjunath Gowda.

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka State Road 
Transport Corporation has 
warned its employees against 
participating in the proposed 
strike on May 20 demanding 
salary revision, stating that 
strict disciplinary action and 
salary deductions would be im-
posed on those absent from 
duty.KSRTC Managing Direc-
tor Akram Pasha issued the 
warning in an official commu-
nication to transport employees 
and staff unions ahead of the 
planned protest.

The corporation directed all 
employees to compulsorily re-
port for duty, stressing that pub-
lic transport services should not 
be disrupted under any circum-
stances. Officials noted that 
KSRTC functions as an essen-
tial public utility service and 
uninterrupted bus operations 
were necessary for the conve-
nience of passengers across the 

State.The management also 
clarified that leave would not 
be sanctioned during the strike 
period except in unavoidable 
emergency situations. A de-
tailed list of employees remain-
ing absent on the days of the 
protest would be prepared, and 
wages would be deducted un-
der the “no work, no pay” prin-
ciple, the order stated.The cor-
poration further warned that 
employees participating in the 
strike or remaining absent with-
out authorisation could face 

disciplinary proceedings under 
service rules.Transport employ-
ees’ unions have been demand-
ing revision of salaries and 
improvement in service condi-
tions for several months. Union 
leaders have announced plans 
for a statewide protest, alleging 
delay in addressing their de-
mands despite repeated repre-
sentations to the government.
Meanwhile, KSRTC officials 
said arrangements were being 
made to ensure normal bus ser-
vices if the strike goes ahead. 

Woman booked for threatening 
real estate businessman in office

BENGALURU
 

A woman who allegedly 
barged into the office of a 
real estate entrepreneur in 
Bengaluru and threatened 
him over a property dispute 
has been booked by Kodige-
halli police. The incident has 
created concern among local 
business owners after the 
complainant alleged that he 
was threatened with dire 
consequences and extortion 
demands.

According to police, the 
accused woman, identified 
as Sangeetha Ram, allegedly 
entered the office of real es-
tate businessman Venkatara-
ju in Sanjayanagar near 
Kothanur along with two 
unidentified men. She re-
portedly claimed to be the 
Karnataka Yuva Sena chief 
and president of a women’s 
association.

Police said the trio created 
a scene inside the office 
over a land transaction con-
nected to a site in Shivaji-
nagar. Investigators learnt 
that Venkataraju had entered 
into an agreement related to 
the property,  fol lowing 
which the accused allegedly 
d e m a n d e d  m o n e y  a n d 
warned him against proceed-

ing further with the deal.
In his complaint, Ven-

kataraju alleged that the ac-
cused demanded ₹10 lakh 
and threatened him with se-
rious consequences if he re-
fused to comply. He also 
claimed that they warned 
him that 15 to 20 people 
would be gathered to attack 
and kill him if the money 
was not paid.

The complainant further 
alleged that the accused 
threatened to storm his of-
fice again and assault him if 
he approached the police re-
garding the matter. Fearing 
for his safety, Venkataraju 
later filed a formal com-
plaint at Kodigehalli police 
station.

Based on the complaint, 
police registered a case 
against Sangeetha Ram and 
two others under relevant 
sections related to criminal 
intimidation, trespassing and 
extortion.Police sources said 
investigators are collecting 
further details regarding the 
accused and verifying their 
background and organisa-
tional claims. Officials add-
ed that additional legal ac-
tion will be initiated based 
on the findings of the inves-
tigation.

Street plays held to 
boost cleanliness 

awareness in 
Bengaluru

BENGALURU
 

As part of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 
initiative, the Bengaluru 
Central City Corporation 
organised street plays at 
key public locations across 
the city to create awareness 
about cleanliness, waste 
segregation, plastic reduc-
tion and water conserva-
tion.The awareness drives 
were conducted near Lal-
bagh West Gate, the KFC 
bus stop in Indiranagar and 
Church Street, drawing par-
ticipation from residents, 
civic workers and volun-
teers. Through cultural per-
formances and interactive 
sessions, officials highlight-
ed the importance of main-
taining cleanliness in public 
spaces and adopting re-
sponsible waste disposal 
practices.

Bank manager loses D2.48 lakh after 
calling fake customer care number

BENGALURU
 

A 32-year-old manager work-
ing at a private commercial 
bank in Channapatna, Benga-
luru South, lost nearly ₹2.48 
lakh to cybercriminals after 
contacting a fake customer 
care number while seeking a 
refund for a cancelled resort 
booking.According to police, 
the victim had booked a resort 
in Sakaleshpur through Ago-
da, an online travel platform, 
on May 6 by paying ₹19,000. 
Later the same day, he can-
celled the booking due to per-
sonal reasons and searched 

online for Agoda’s customer 
care number to claim a re-
fund.The complainant told 
police that he found a number 
online and called it, believing 
it to be the company’s official 
helpline. The caller allegedly 
confirmed that it was Agoda 
customer support and assured 
him that the refund would be 
processed.The fraudster then 
sent an APK file link and in-
structed the victim to install it 
and enter personal details, in-
cluding his name and date of 
birth. The accused later asked 
for the victim’s UPI PIN, but 
he refused to share it.

KSRTC warns employees against strike, 
invokes ‘No Work, No Pay’ rule

Art for World Peace Programme 
Inaugurated at S-VYASA

BENGALURU
 

Dr. Vaishnavi Kuppuswamy 
KAS, Special Officer to the 
Chief Minister of the State, 
inaugurated a programme 
aimed at encouraging young 
minds towards art, culture and 
bro therhood a t  Swami 
Vivekananda Yoga Anusand-
hana Sansthan (S-VYASA) 
University, Anekal, Bengalu-
ru, under the theme “Art for 
World Peace”. She also 
launched various cultural per-
formances as part of the 
event.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Vaishnavi Kup-
puswamy expressed hope that 
the programme organised by 
the university would success-
fully convey a message of 
world peace, which she said is 
the need of the hour. She 
shared her long-standing ex-
periences in developing skills 

across various art forms 
during her artistic journey. In 
particular, she elaborated on 
the significance and interpre-
tation of Kapittha Mudra in 
classical dance and other art 
forms.The grand event wit-
nessed the presence of S.E. 
Sudheendra, Chairman of 
Karnataka State Bioenergy 
Development Board and Vice 
President of  Karnataka 

Pradesh Congress Committee, 
Dr. K.N. Manjunath, Vice 
Chancellor of S-VYASA, 
Lakshmi Shreya Swamy of Zee 
Kannada’s Sarigamapa pro-
gramme, Dr. B.R. Ramakrish-
na, Pro Chancellor, President 
Dr. H.R. Narendra, Chancellor 
Dr. H.R. Dayananda Swamy, 
Karuna Madkam, along with a 
large gathering of students, par-
ents and spectators.



THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Congress leader Vadasseri Da-
modara Menon Satheesan, better 
known as VD Satheesan, took oath 
as Keralam Chief Minister at the 
Central Stadium in Thiruvanantha-
puram on Monday, marking the 
return of Congress-led UDF to 
power in the south Indian state af-
ter 10 years.

Extensive arrangements were 
made for the swearing-in ceremo-
ny, where the Governor adminis-
tered the oath of office to Sathee-
san and his Cabinet.

The Congress’ 11 ministers – 
Ramesh Chennithala, Sunny Jo-
seph, K Muraleedharan, AP Anil 
Kumar, PC Vishnunadh, T Siddique, 
Bindu Krishna, KA Thulasi, Roji M 
John, M Liju and OJ Janeesh – took 
oath on the occasion. 

Five Indian Union Muslim 
League (IUML) MLAs — PK 
Kunhalikutty, N Shamsudeen, KM 
Shaji, PK Basheer and VE Abdul 
Gafoor –were also sworn in as 
ministers. 

Mons Joseph (Kerala Congress 
-Joseph), Shibu Baby John (Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party), Anoop 
Jacob (Kerala Congress -Jacob) 
and CP John (Communist Marxist 
Party) are the ministers-designate 
from the other coalition partners in 
the UDF.

Former Kerala CM Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah, Congress chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge, leaders Rahul and Priyan-
ka Gandhi attended the swear-
ing-in ceremony. 

VDS era begins in Kerala
Satheesan’s induction as CM marks UDF return after a decade, 

bringing to reality the poll call ‘Kerala will win, UDF will lead’

UDF govt kicks off with welfare blitz
Hours after taking charge as CM, the Satheesan-led 

UDF government announced a slew of welfare 
measures, including free bus rides for women and a 

dedicated department for elderly people. The maid-
en meeting of the 21-member cabinet has decided 
to hike the remuneration of ASHA by Rs 3,000 and 

that of Anganwadi workers, helpers, cooking staff in 
school and preprimary school teachers by Rs 1,000. 
Free bus rides for women and a new department for 
elderly care were among the five ‘Indira guarantees’ 

given by the UDF during the elections. Sathee-
san told reporters that the modalities of the free 
bus ride for women would be decided in the due 

course. The department for elderly persons would 
be the first of its type in the country. It would ini-
tiate schemes on the lines of the elderly support 
and care facilities in Japan. “A key yardstick of a 
civilized society is the life of elderly people. By 

improving the quality of life of elderly people, Ker-
ala should be able to showcase itself as a highly 

civilized society,” he added.

Maiden cabinet 
guarantees…

Free bus ride for  
women from June 15
New department  
for senior citizens
Increasing the 
remuneration for ASHA

MADIKERI

A woman tourist was killed 
after a tamed elephant fell on 
her at the Dubare Elephant Camp 
in Kushalnagar on Monday.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Joysi (33). Her hus-
band and child narrowly es-
caped unhurt in the incident.

As per officials, the family 
had come from Tamil Nadu on 
a tour. The trained captive ele-
phants Kanchan and Marthan-
da suddenly began fighting 
while being bathed. Although 
mahouts tried to control them, 
Kanchan charged at Marthan-
da, causing the latter to lose 
balance and fall. The woman 
was trapped under the ele-
phant and died on the spot.

Min orders probe
Karnataka Minister for Forest, 
Ecology and Environment Es-
hwar Khandre, condoling the 
incident, ordered a probe. 

Maintain safe distance 
from wildlife: Khandre
Khandre noted that even 
trained elephants and wild an-
imals can behave unpredict-
ably, making it difficult to an-
ticipate their behaviour. He 
instructed officials to prohibit 
tourists from touching elephant 
trunks, standing too close to 
them for photographs, bathing, 
or feeding them jaggery, banan-
as and other food items.

He asked authorities to en-
sure that tourists maintain a 
safe distance from elephants 
and other wild animals.

Jumbo fight turns 
deadly, woman crushed 

to death at Dubare camp

Gowda ‘young’ at 94,
wants the ‘mission’ to go on
BENGALURU

Former Prime Minister HD 
Deve Gowda marked his 
94th birthday on Monday 
with a promise to continue 
championing the people’s 
causes. 

Despite his advanced age, 
Gowda, from his wheelchair, 
reiterated his commitment to 
remaining active in politics, 
underscoring his enduring 
zeal for public service.

A veteran leader from 
Karnataka, Gowda is regard-
ed as one of the country’s 
prominent grassroots politi-
cians. Born in Hassan dis-
trict, he served as Karnataka 
Chief Minister before be-
coming the Prime Minister in 
1996. He also founded the 
Janata Dal (Secular) and con-
tinues to be active in politics.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union ministers and 
several national and state 
leaders extended greetings to 
the JD(S) supremo, hailing 
his contributions to public, 

especially farmers, welfare.
Modi, in an X post, de-

scribed Gowda as a leader 
with deep understanding of 
policy matters and commit-
ment towards serving mar-
ginalised communities. 
Modi wished him good 
health and a long life. 

Union Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said Deve 
Gowda had made notable 
contributions to India’s de-
velopment, especially in 
safeguarding the interests of 
farmers.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah greeted his former 
colleague, wishing him good 
health and long life, so that 
he could keep serving the 
people.

Gowda’s son and Union 
Minister HD Kumaraswamy 
paid an emotional tribute, 
describing his father’s polit-
ical journey as one of sacri-
fice, struggle and dedication. 
He said Gowda’s ideals 
would continue to inspire 
posterity.
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NDA hails Modi 
for receiving 

‘Royal Order of 
the Polar Star’ 

Ebola outbreak 
declared a 

global health 
emergency
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New Delhi: India’s first bullet train image has gone 
viral online, with its futuristic saffron-and-white 

design sparking excitement ahead of the August 
2027 launch. Indian Railways on Monday unveiled the 
design of the bullet train, which will operate on Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail (MAHSR) corridor, 

with a large image on display at Gate Number 4 of the 
Rail Bhavan in New Delhi. The sleek high-speed train, 

designed for a speed of 280 kmph, marks a major 
milestone for India’s maiden high-speed rail project. 
Once fully operational, the 508-km corridor will re-

duce travel time between Mumbai and  
Ahmedabad to around two hours.

KARNATAKA’S WELFARE PUSH PEAKS IN TUMAKURU 
as guarantee schemes cross ₹1.34 lakh crore expenditure

MEGA BENEFICIARY DRIVE
Scheme Beneficiaries
E-Khata Scheme 81,523
New Revenue Village  Creation Scheme 20,666
Dharasu Scheme 6,301
Dhanchi Schemes 31,848
Total Beneficiaries	Scheme 1,40,338

Revenue Department Schemes in Tumakuru

KARNATAKA’S GUARANTEE SCHEMES: 
MASSIVE STATEWIDE REACH
The Tumakuru event comes 
at a time when the Karnata-
ka government has released 
updated figures detailing the 
statewide impact of its guar-
antee schemes.

According to Information 
Department data available as 
of May 16, 2026, Karnataka 
has collectively spent more 

than ₹1.34 lakh crore under 
various welfare guarantees 
and support programmes.

The schemes include Gru-
ha Lakshmi, Gruha Jyothi, 
Anna Bhagya, Shakthi and 
Yuva Nidhi — all of which 
have become central to the 
State government’s welfare 
architecture.

Scheme Beneficiaries Expenditure
Gruha Lakshmi 1,24,03,113 ₹69,783.79 crore

Gruha Jyothi 1,64,41,897 ₹26,115.55 crore

Anna Bhagya DBT 72,02,33,970 ₹11,821.17 crore

Anna Bhagya Food 
Grain Distribution

30,88,837  
metric tonnes

₹7,076.03 crore

Shakthi Scheme 726 crore passenger trips ₹18,943.67 crore

Yuva Nidhi 3,38,907 beneficiaries ₹950.57 crore

TOTAL EXPENDITURE                            ₹1,34,688 CRORE

OVERALL STATE GUARANTEE SCHEME TOTALS

Tumakuru district is set 
to witness one of the 
biggest welfare distri-

bution programmes organised 
by the Karnataka Revenue 
Department, with nearly 1.40 
lakh beneficiaries scheduled 
to receive entitlement docu-
ments, welfare assistance and 
sanction orders during a mega 
state-level event on May 20.

The programme, which will 
be inaugurated by the Chief 
Minister, is expected to bring 
together ministers, elected 
representatives, senior offi-
cials and thousands of bene-
ficiaries from across Tumak-
uru district’s 10 taluks and 

11 urban local bodies.
Officials described the 

event as one of the largest 
public outreach and welfare 
distribution exercises under-
taken by the Revenue De-
partment in recent years. 
The district, which has a 
population of nearly 27 lakh, 
has emerged as one of the 
leading regions in implemen-
tation of the department’s 
schemes.

The May 20 programme 
follows similar large-scale 
state welfare events organised 
earlier in Bengaluru and My-
suru and is being viewed as 
part of a broader effort by the 

Karnataka government to 
showcase the scale of imple-
mentation of its flagship guar-
antee schemes and revenue 
initiatives.

Under the programme, ben-
eficiaries will receive title 
deeds, entitlement certificates, 
orders and benefits under 
multiple schemes, including 
E-Khata, the New Revenue 
Village Creation Scheme, 
Dharasu and Dhanchi initia-

tives.
Officials said the pro-

gramme will not only focus 
on Revenue Department 
schemes but will also distrib-
ute welfare assistance under 
several other government ini-
tiatives to nearly 70,000 eligi-
ble beneficiaries across the 
district.

In addition, the Chief Min-
ister is expected to lay foun-
dation stones and inaugurate 

development works worth 
approximately ₹500 crore in 
Tumakuru district, covering 
infrastructure, civic develop-
ment and welfare-related 
projects.

Deputy Chief Ministers, 
district in-charge ministers, 
Members of Parliament, 
MLAs, MLCs and senior ad-
ministrative officers are ex-
pected to participate in the 
programme.

TALUK-WISE BENEFICIARY BREAK-UP
The district-level 

data reveals the ex-
tensive spread of 

beneficiaries across 
all taluks of Tumak-

uru district. Offi-
cials said the large-
scale beneficiary 
base reflects the 

district’s adminis-
trative outreach and 

the growing inte-
gration of digital 

and welfare-linked 
services.

n �Sira recorded the highest 
overall beneficiaries at 17,623.

n �Madhugiri and Gubbi also report-
ed high beneficiary coverage.

n �E-Khata emerged as the single largest 
component of the distribution drive.

n �The Revenue Department’s schemes 
have seen strong participation in 
both rural and semi-urban areas.

Major Observations
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Agalakera Panchayat hosts awareness programme for labourers
KOPPAL

A Rojgar Diwas programme 
was organised at the Agala-
kera Gram Panchayat hall 
under the Information, Edu-
cation and Communication 
initiative of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGA) to encourage 
rural workers to participate 
in employment activities.

Addressing the gathering, 
Agalakera Gram Panchayat 
Development Officer Basa-
varaj Baligar urged all eligi-
ble labourers to submit Form 
No. 6 and actively participate 

in wage employment work 
under the scheme. He said 
workers above 18 years of 
age from every family should 
make proper use of their job 
cards and complete the re-
quired formalities.

Baligar explained that la-
bourers are entitled to wages 
of Rs 370 per man-day and 
should ensure they complete 
the assigned work to receive 
full payment. He also said 
workers should take advan-
tage of the opportunity to se-
cure up to 60 days of em-
ployment during May and 
June.

He noted that the earnings 

from the scheme could help 
families meet important ex-
penses such as children’s 
school and college fees, com-
petitive exam costs, and 
household needs. He also 
stressed that all family mem-
bers listed in the job card 

must complete e-KYC proce-
dures before attending work 
under the National Muster 
Roll system.

Taluk IEC Coordinator De-
varaj Pattar said the scheme 
aims to provide local em-
ployment opportunities and 

prevent rural labourers from 
migrating in search of jobs. 
He encouraged workers to 
use the full 100 days of em-
ployment available under the 
programme.

He also advised labourers 
to enrol in social security 
schemes  l ike  PMJJBY  
and PMSBY for financial 
protection.

During the programme, 121 
Form No. 6 applications were 
collected from workers. Gram 
Panchayat officials, technical 
staff, and labourers participat-
ed in the event and discussed 
ways to improve rural em-
ployment opportunities.

RURAL-EMPLOYMENT-CAMPAIGN

QUICK READ
Gadag Rajput society 

plans Maharana 
Pratap event

Villagers urged  
to benefit from  
NREGA scheme

Gadag invites 
applications for pulse 

processing units

Gadag
Gadag Betageri Rajput 
Society has decided to 

celebrate the victory day 
of national hero Maha-
rana Pratap Singh on 

June 17, officials said af-
ter a meeting of office 

bearers. The programme 
will be held on the aus-
picious day of Jyeshtha 
Shuddha Tritiya. During 
the event, talented stu-
dents from the commu-
nity who passed SSLC, 

PUC and higher courses 
will be honoured for 

their achievements. So-
ciety president Ganesh 
Singh Byali requested 

eligible students to sub-
mit xerox copies of their 
mark sheets and register 

their names with Shri 
Shedsingh Jamadar. Or-
ganisers said the event 
aims to encourage stu-
dents and remember 

Maharana Pratap’s lega-
cy proudly together.

Karwar
Officials urged villagers 
to make full use of the 

Mahatma Gandhi NREGA 
scheme during an aware-
ness programme held in 
Kavalagi and Kyathnalli 
villages under Mainalli 

Gram Panchayat in 
Mundagoda taluk on 

Monday. Development 
Officer Shivaji Vasambi 

said the scheme aims to 
prevent migration from 
rural areas by providing 
local employment op-
portunities. District IEC 

Coordinator Kiran 
Jotheppanavara ex-

plained wages, work fa-
cilities and equal job op-
portunities for women, 
senior citizens and spe-

cially abled persons. Offi-
cials also created aware-

ness about e-KYC and 
face authentication at-
tendance systems. Vil-

lagers were encouraged 
to join ongoing agricultur-

al canal community 
works being carried out in 
Kyathnalli village actively.

Gadag
Applications have been 

invited from eligible 
beneficiaries in Gadag 
district for establishing 

pulse processing units to 
promote value addition 

and increase farmers’ in-
come, officials said. 

Farmers, farmer produc-
er organisations, coop-

erative societies and 
registered institutions 
can apply under the 

scheme before June 15. 
The government will 

provide 33 percent sub-
sidy up to Rs 25 lakh 

with Central and State 
funding in a 60:40 ratio. 
Beneficiaries must take 
bank loans and invest 15 

percent of the project 
cost on their own. Inter-

ested applicants can 
submit forms at Assis-
tant Director of Agricul-

ture offices. Officials ad-
vised farmers to contact 

agriculture offices for 
detailed guidance and 

support.

Swamiji appears again police 
questioning at Harihar station

Swamiji appeared for interrogation after fresh summons amid heavy police 
security, while supporters claimed false implication and internal disputes

DAVANAGERE

Accused Vachanananda Swa-
miji appeared once again be-
fore the Harihar Rural Police 
Station for questioning in 
connection with a POCSO 
case registered against him.

Police officials said this 
was the second time the Swa-
miji had been summoned. He 
had earlier appeared on May 
14, when he underwent ques-
tioning for nearly five hours 
and also completed a medical 
examination at a government 
hospital.

Following fresh summons, 
he reached the station again 
on Sunday for further interro-
gation. Heavy police security 

was deployed as devotees 
gathered near the station, ex-
pressing support for the Swa-
miji and claiming he was be-
ing falsely implicated due to 
internal disputes involving 
trust members.

The case was registered af-
ter allegations of child abuse 
were raised. The Child Wel-

fare Committee had earlier 
received complaints from 
three boys and submitted its 
report to the Harihar Rural 
Police Station. Officials from 
the committee had also in-
spected the math premises 
and questioned the Swamiji.

During the inspection, au-
thorities examined key areas 
including living quarters, 
kitchen, and dining facilities 
to verify the conditions in 
which children were staying.

Police sources said that fur-
ther legal action is under con-
sideration and another case 
may also be registered based 
on ongoing investigation  
findings.

Earlier, during his first ap-

pearance, the Swamiji under-
went a medical examination 
at the Harihar Taluk Public 
Hospital under tight security 
arrangements. After the 
check-up, he briefly ad-
dressed devotees, stating that 
he respected the law and 
would cooperate with the in-
vestigation.

Investigators continue to 
gather evidence and state-
ments as the inquiry progress-
es. Officials said the matter is 
being handled as per legal 
procedures under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act, and further de-
velopments are expected after 
detailed questioning and re-
view of evidence.

Karwar officials 
stress safe drinking 

water measures
Dr. Shashi said schools, 
colleges, hostels, and 

Anganwadi centres will 
reopen soon, stressing 

safe drinking water 
supply and regular 

quality monitoring by 
officials

KARWAR

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dileesh Shashi 
has directed officials to in-
spect drinking water sources 
and test water samples before 
the monsoon season to pre-
vent contamination and pro-
tect public health.

He issued the instructions 
while chairing the District 
Water and Sanitation Mission 
Committee meeting held at 
the Zilla Panchayat hall in 
Karwar on Monday.

Dr. Shashi said schools, 
colleges, hostels, and Angan-
wadi centres would reopen 
soon, making it important to 
ensure the supply of safe and 
clean drinking water. He in-
structed officials to regularly 
check water quality in these 
institutions and take preven-
tive measures wherever  
necessary.

He also stressed the need 
for proper coordination 
among departments, saying 
delays and lack of communi-
cation were causing inconve-
nience to the public and 
slowing development works. 
Officials were asked to work 
together closely for effective 
implementation of drinking 
water projects across the  
district.

The CEO directed Hescom 
authorities to provide electric-
ity connections immediately 
at locations where Jal Jeevan 
Mission works have already 
been completed. He said un-
interrupted power supply is 
essential for maintaining reg-

ular drinking water distribu-
tion systems.

Officials were also instruct-
ed to submit proper proposals 
with accurate information to 
the task force committee 
while seeking approval for 
pending works. Dr. Shashi 
said estimates for develop-
ment projects should be pre-
pared in coordination with all 
concerned departments to 
avoid delays and confusion 
later.

The meeting reviewed the 
status of rural drinking water 
supply, sanitation projects, 
and preparedness for the up-
coming monsoon season. Au-
thorities discussed measures 
to ensure continuous access to 
clean water in villages and 
public institutions during 
heavy rains.

Zilla Panchayat Deputy 
Secretary Allah Bakhsh, Chief 
Accountant Anandsa Habib, 
Rural Drinking Water and 
Sanitation Department Exec-
utive Engineer H. Satyappa, 
and officials from various de-
partments attended the meet-
ing and discussed strategies 
for improving water manage-
ment systems across the dis-
trict before the monsoon be-
gins this year.

Community participation key to  
dengue control drive: T. Lingaraju

After heavy rain caused flooding, Manjunath inspected affected areas, directing 
officials to clear drainage and ensure waterflow

KOPPAL

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr. T. Linga-
raju said that controlling den-
gue is the responsibility of 
everyone in society. He spoke 
after inaugurating a dengue 
awareness rally organised by 
the health department at the 
Old District Hospital premis-
es in Koppal as part of Na-
tional Dengue Day 2026.

He said the government has 
been conducting widespread 
awareness campaigns, rallies 
and inter-departmental pro-
grammes to prevent the 
spread of dengue before the 
monsoon season. He added 
that people should cooperate 

with health workers and fol-
low preventive measures seri-
ously.

Dr. Lingaraju said there is 
currently no specific vaccine 
or cure for dengue and chiku-
ngunya, but patients will re-
ceive proper treatment based 
on symptoms. He urged peo-
ple not to panic and to visit 
nearby government hospitals 
for free testing and treatment 
when fever occurs.

District Surveillance Offi-
cer Dr. H. Nandakumar said 
dengue spreads through Ae-
des mosquitoes, which bite 
mainly during the day and 
breed in clean stagnant water. 
He advised people to cover 
water storage containers and 

avoid water stagnation around 
homes.

District VBD Controller Dr. 
Kumaraswamy Gonal said the 
pre-monsoon period increases 
mosquito breeding due to 
stagnant water, raising the 
risk of dengue, chikungunya 
and malaria. He stressed 
weekly cleaning of water con-
tainers, use of mosquito nets, 

and removal of breeding sites.
Awareness activities includ-

ed a human chain at Ashoka 
Circle, a city-wide jatha with 
folk songs and pamphlet dis-
tribution, and larval surveys 
at the bus depot. Officials said 
community participation is 
essential to effectively control 
mosquito-borne diseases in 
the district.

Officials push welfare access  
for tribal communities

KARWAR

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Sajid Mulla has direct-
ed officials to ensure that trib-
al communities in the district 
receive the benefits of all ma-
jor government welfare 
schemes through special 
awareness and service camps.

He spoke while inaugurat-
ing a programme at the Dis-
trict Collectorate hall in Kar-
war as part of the Dharti Aba 
Jan Jatiya Utkarsha Abhiyan 
and Jan Bhagidari campaign 
aimed at reaching remote trib-
al populations.

Mulla said camps will be 
organised from May 18 to 25 
in gram panchayats where 
tribal communities form the 
majority population. He noted 
that many government ser-
vices and documents are now 
fully digitised, but several 
tribal families still lack 
awareness and access to these 
facilities.

He advised people to up-
date their important docu-
ments and apply for welfare 
schemes during the camps. 
Officials were instructed to 
provide support for Aadhaar 

cards, ration cards, Ayushman 
Bharat cards, caste certifi-
cates, residence certificates, 
and Jan Dhan bank accounts.

The camps will also help 
beneficiaries access schemes 
related to PM Kisan credit 
cards, social security pen-
sions, employment under 
MGNREGA, PM Vishwakar-
ma loans, and maternal wel-
fare programmes.

Authorities said awareness 
sessions on health and vacci-
nation would also be con-
ducted. Medical teams will 
provide information and 
health check-ups related to 
sickle cell anaemia and other 
diseases affecting tribal  
communities.

Officials added that griev-
ance collection facilities 
would also be available 

through Adi Seva Kendras 
during the campaign period.

Special camps are planned 
in 21 villages under 31 gram 
panchayats across Haliyal, 
Bhatkal, Joida, and Mundgod 
taluks where tribal popula-
tions are high.

Mulla instructed depart-
ments to widely publicise the 
camps in advance so that 
more tribal families can par-
ticipate and benefit from the 
schemes.

District Industrial Centre 
Joint Director Nagaraj Nayak, 
Food and Civil Supplies De-
partment Deputy Director 
Manjunath Revankar, Welfare 
Officer Umesh, and other dis-
trict-level officials attended 
the programme and discussed 
coordination efforts for the 
campaign.

District President 
highlights importance 
of literary gathering 

KOPPAL

Preparations are underway for 
the second Koppal Taluk 
Chutuku Sahitya Sammelana, 
which is scheduled to be held 
in the last week of June at Kin-
nal village. Poet and teacher 
Srinivas Chitgara, who has 
been appointed as the chair-
man of the event, was felicitat-
ed by the Taluk Chutuku Sah-
itya Parishad at his residence 
in Kinnal on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
district president Rudrappa R. 
Bhandari said the literary con-
ference aims to promote read-
ing habits and cultural aware-
ness in rural areas. He said 
Kinnal, known globally for its 
traditional handicrafts, is an 
ideal place for hosting such a 
literary gathering. He also not-
ed that Srinivas Chitgara, a 
native of the village, has con-
tributed significantly to 
Kannada and children’s 
literature with around 25 
published works.

Organisers said the 
event will focus on liter-
ature, rural issues, and 

public awareness through dis-
cussions and cultural pro-
grammes. They added that the 
conference will be celebrated 
like a festival with participa-
tion from local residents, 
youth groups, and cultural or-
ganisations.

Sirigannada Vedike State 
President G. S. Gonal said the 
event will be organised in co-
ordination with leaders and 
youth from Kinnal and nearby 
villages. He said committees 
will be formed soon to ensure 
smooth planning and success-
ful execution of the pro-
gramme.

Srinivas Chitgara expressed 
gratitude to the organisers for 
entrusting him with the re-
sponsibility of leading the con-
ference and said he would 
work to make the event mean-
ingful and inclusive for rural 
literature enthusiasts.

Official pushes 
rural jobs under 
NREGA scheme

HAVERI

In Haveri, Taluk Panchayat Ex-
ecutive Officer Dr. N. Paramesh 
Hubballi has stressed the impor-
tance of creating assets under 
the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme while also ensuring job 
security for poor wage labourers 
to reduce migration. He spoke 
after inspecting a ditch-draining 
work site in Devagiri Gram 
Panchayat during the Rojagara 
Day programme. He said the 
NREGA scheme is  de-
mand-based and aims to provide 
local employment through gram 
panchayats so that workers do 
not need to move away from 
their villages in search of jobs. 
He also highlighted that the 
scheme supports various indi-
vidual and development works 
such as sericulture, pond con-
struction, coconut and guava 
plantations, rose cultivation and 
cattle shed construction. Offi-
cials said these activities help 
improve rural income and long-
term livelihood opportunities. 
On the occasion, Panchayat IEC 
Coordinator Girish provided 
detailed information about on-
going works under the scheme. 
Technical Assistant Krishna, 
BFT Prakash Naiker, panchayat 
staff and several wage labourers 
were present and participated in 
the programme aimed at 
strengthening rural employment 
support systems in the taluk.

Free legal aid centre opens in Haveri Jail
HAVERI

A free legal awareness and assistance centre has been launched 
in the outer premises of the District Jail in Haveri under the 
guidance of the Karnataka State Legal Services Authority. The 
initiative, introduced jointly by the Haveri District Legal Ser-
vices Authority and the District Jail under the slogan “Mulakat 
Se Nyayatak”, was announced by Senior Civil Judge and Mem-
ber Secretary Srishailaja H.V. Officials said the centre aims to 
provide free legal information and guidance to prisoners’ rela-
tives, visitors, inmates and accused persons attending meetings. 
Criminal advocate V.M. Nadagoudra has been appointed to 
assist at the centre along with part-time volunteers Chan-
drashekhar Malgi and Gangadhar Nave. District Jail Warden 
Vrishabh Khyathanavar will coordinate services. The centre will 
function daily from 11 am to 12:30 pm and 4 pm to 5:30 pm.
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Shailendra 
Beldale launches 
seed distribution 

drive 
BIDAR

 
The Horticulture Department organized a veg-
etable seed kit distribution program for Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled Tribe farmers at the 
MLA office in Bidar South constituency to sup-
port better farming income. Dr. Shailendra 
Beldale launched the programme and distribut-
ed seed kits, saying government schemes are 
meant to strengthen farmers and encourage 
horticulture crops for higher earnings. 

Speaking on the occasion, he said both cen-
tral and state governments are implementing 
farmer friendly schemes and urged farmers to 
make use of them. He said vegetable crops can 
give good income in a short period and farmers 
should adopt modern farming methods. He add-
ed that government support includes seeds, fer-
tilizers and irrigation facilities to help rural 
farmers improve production. 

Farmers were advised to combine agriculture 
with horticulture to increase profit and achieve 
self-reliance through diversified cultivation. 
The programme was attended by horticulture 
department officials and local leaders along 
with many farmers from surrounding villages. 
Officials said distribution of seed kits will help 
improve nutrition security and promote vegeta-
ble cultivation in the region. They also encour-
aged farmers to use government schemes effec-
tively and adopt new technologies for better 
productivity. 

The event concluded with participation from 
several department officers, agricultural experts 
and community representatives. It was high-
lighted that such initiatives will help strengthen 
rural livelihoods, increase awareness about 
modern farming practices, and improve income 
stability for small and marginal farmers across 
the region through continuous government sup-
port and community participation in agricultur-
al development programs in the coming years 
ahead especially focusing on women farmers 
youth engagement and sustainable cultivation 
methods to ensure long term food security and 
economic growth in rural Karnataka across 
farming communities.

Jan Bhagidari 
campaign launched

CHITRADURGA
 

The “Jan Bhagidari – Sabse Door, Sabse Pehle” 
campaign under the Dharti Aaba Janajatiya 
Gram Utkarsha Abhiyan was officially launched 
in Chitradurga, with officials stressing the need 
to ensure that government welfare schemes 
reach Scheduled Tribe communities without 
delay or lack of awareness.

Additional Deputy Commissioner B. T. Ku-
maraswamy inaugurated the programme at the 
District Administration office hall, in coordina-
tion with the Zilla Panchayat and Social Wel-
fare Department. He said that all departments 
must work responsibly to create awareness so 
that eligible beneficiaries do not miss out on 
government facilities.

He stressed that both the Central and State 
governments have introduced several welfare 
schemes for tribal communities, and it is the 
duty of officials to ensure that this information 
reaches the grassroots level. He called for coor-
dinated efforts between departments to achieve 
full coverage of benefits.

District Scheduled Tribes Welfare Officer H. 
Diwakar said the campaign will run from May 
18 to May 25 as part of an IEC (Information, 
Education and Communication) initiative by the 
Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The pro-
gramme aims to provide awareness and direct 
benefits of welfare schemes to tribal popula-
tions.

He said special attention will be given to 
“benefit saturation camps” at village level, 
along with health check-up camps and aware-
ness programmes on sickle cell anaemia. The 
focus is on ensuring that tribal communities 
receive timely healthcare and essential services.

Officials said the campaign is designed to 
promote schemes such as Pradhan Mantri Jan-
man and DA-JGUA, which aim to improve liv-
ing standards and provide basic services to re-
mote and underserved communities.

Diwakar noted that unlike previous 15-day 
campaigns, this initiative has been compressed 
into seven days, making it more intensive and 
target-oriented. He directed departments includ-
ing health, education, agriculture and animal 
husbandry to take services directly to beneficia-
ries.

He also instructed officials to document all 
activities, including photographs and videos, 
and upload them on the Adi Prasanna portal for 
transparency and reporting purposes.

Authorities appealed to all departments to 
work in coordination and ensure the campaign 
is successful by reaching every eligible house-
hold. The initiative aims to strengthen aware-
ness, improve service delivery and ensure that 
tribal communities fully benefit from govern-
ment welfare programmes.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
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Chikkaballapura urges 
parents to enrol 

children in govt schools

Court sentences 
woman in KSRTC pass 

fraud case

Power cut announced 
across Chitradurga 

CH NEW, Chikkaballapura
Deputy Director of School 
Education Ramesh V has 

appealed to parents to 
enrol their children in gov-
ernment schools for the 
academic year 2026–27 

as part of a public admis-
sion drive, officials said on 
Sunday. A parent-teacher 

meeting will be held on 
June 1 with participation 

from MLAs, alumni associ-
ations, NGOs and educa-
tion experts. Authorities 

said enrolment efforts are 
underway actively and 

numbers are expected to 
increase significantly. Offi-
cials added that bilingual 

schools, scholarship 
transfers, talent pro-

grammes and improved 
infrastructure under gov-

ernment schemes are be-
ing strengthened. 

CH NEW, Mandya
A Mandya court has sen-

tenced a 47-year-old wom 
an for misusing a disability 

concession bus pass is-
sued by Karnataka State 
Road Transport Corpora-

tion (KSRTC), officials 
said on Sunday. The accus 
ed, Shruti A. of Appaji Gow 

da from Eraganahalli vil-
lage in Mandya taluk, was 
a government employee 
who wrongly obtained 
and used the pass be-

tween 2014 and 2015. Po-
lice said her actions caus 
ed a loss of about Rs 46, 
640 to KSRTC. The East 
Police had registered a 

cheating case and filed a 
charge sheet under Sec-
tion 420 of IPC. After ex-

amining evidence, the cour 
t sentenced her to one 
year rigorous imprison-

ment and imposed a  
fine of Rs 10,000.

CH NEW, Chitradurga
BESCOM has announced 
a power outage in several 
parts of Chitradurga city 
on May 19 due to urgent 

maintenance work on the 
11 KV F-3 Bank Colony line 
under Nagar Sub-Division 
Unit One. Electricity sup-

ply will remain suspended 
from 10 am to 6 pm in 

Bank Colony, Alexander 
Layout, Sri Shaila Layout, 

Venkatadri Layout, Ba-
nashankari Layout, Ba-

saveshwara Hospital sur-
roundings, Chitra Don Bo-
sco Degree College area, 
Venkateshwara Layout, 

Sai City 1 and 2, Challakere 
Road, SV Nagar and near-
by localities. BESCOM As-
sistant Executive Engineer 
requested residents and 
consumers to cooperate 

during the scheduled 
maintenance work and 
temporary disruption in 
power supply services.

BENGALURU

Karnataka Agriculture Minis-
ter N. Chaluvarayaswamy has 
said the state is facing a short-
age of nearly 38 thousand met-
ric tons of fertilizers ahead of 
the monsoon season, raising 
concern among farmers pre-
paring for sowing activities. 
Speaking at a press conference 
in Bengaluru, he said delays 
caused by international con-
flict have disrupted fertilizer 
supply chains across the coun-
try affecting Karnataka. 

He informed that the state is 
currently facing a shortage of 
14 thousand metric tons of 
urea and discussions are un-
derway with the Central Gov-
ernment to ensure timely sup-
ply before the June sowing 

season. According to official 
data Karnataka received 30.05 
lakh metric tons of fertilizers 
for the monsoon season but 
opening stocks of urea remain 
lower than previous years with 
only 2.80 lakh metric tons 
available. In April against a 
demand of 4.02 lakh metric 
tons only 2.54 lakh metric tons 
were supplied while in May 
out of 4.54 lakh metric tons 
demanded only 1.77 lakh met-
ric tons have reached so far. 

Chaluvarayaswamy said the 
government is promoting trans-
parent distribution through QR 
codes and Fruit ID systems to 
ensure fertilizers and subsidies 
reach genuine farmers directly. 
He added that subsidies on ag-
ricultural equipment have been 
increased and support for micro 
irrigation projects has been ex-
panded across the state. The 
minister also criticized opposi-
tion parties saying they were 
focusing on personal attacks 
instead of constructive sugges-
tions for farmers and agricul-
ture. 

Officials also discussed the 
Pradhan Mantri Formalization 
of Micro Food Processing En-
terprises scheme aimed at sup-
porting small food businesses 
and rural entrepreneurs. The 

scheme provides financial as-
sistance in the form of credit 
linked subsidy of fifty percent 
up to fifteen lakh rupees for 
setting up or expanding food 
processing units. It is open to 
individuals farmer producer 
organisations self help groups 
cooperatives private compa-
nies and NGOs with eligibility 
beginning at eighteen years of 
age and basic documentation 
requirements. 

Additional support includes 
seed capital loans for SHG 
members infrastructure subsi-
dies and grants for branding 
and marketing to promote 
growth in the food processing 
sector across Karnataka. Offi-
cials said the scheme aims to 
boost rural employment and 
income growth.

Chaluvarayaswamy warns 
of major fertilizer deficit 

MAGADI

Government schools in Maga-
di are offering better learning 
opportunities and encouraging 
parents to enroll their children, 
said Taluk Education Officer 
Rajugowda at a programme 
held in the Government Boys’ 
School premises. He urged 
parents to choose government 
schools, saying they provide 
quality education, modern fa-
cilities and strong support for 
student growth. The pro-
gramme was organised under 
the ‘Our Step Towards Govern 
ment Schools’ campaign by the 
Karnataka State School Devel-
opment and Supervision Com-
mittee coordination centres 
from Bengaluru South and 
Magadi. 

He noted that the KPS 
school in Kudur has 1,541 stu-
dents and is providing good 
education with basic facilities. 
Government school students in 
the taluk have achieved 100 
per cent SSLC results, which 
officials described as a matter 

of pride. Officials said steps 
are being taken under MLA H 
C Balakrishna to start new 
KPS schools in Magadi and 
Thippasandra to improve ac-
cess to education. He added 
that the movement has already 
succeeded in Channapatna and 
will soon expand to Ra-
managara, Kanakapura and 
Harohalli regions. Speakers 
said government schools now 
offer LKG and UKG, English 
medium classes and modern 
facilities like laptops, projec-
tors, libraries and AI-based at-
tendance systems. 

They also said parents can 
reduce financial burden by 

choosing government schools 
that are improving with 
sports, meals, talent pro-
grammes and digital learning 
support. Leaders and educa-
tion officials present at the 
event said the initiative will 
strengthen public education 
and help students achieve bet-
ter future opportunities across 
rural Karnataka. Organisers 
appealed to parents to actively 
participate in the enrollment 
drive and support government 
schools so that children can 
gain quality education, disci-
pline, and skills for a stronger 
and self-reliant future in 
Magadi region.

Magadi pushes parents toward 
government schools drive

CHITRADURGA

The first and overall 30th 
installment of the Grihal-
akshmi scheme has been 

released. District 
Guarantee Sche 
me Implementa-
tion Authority 
Chairman R. Shi-
va nna Ganjigatte 

said the payment process 
has started through DBT.

About 3,75,487 benefi-
ciaries in Chitradurga dis-
trict will get benefit from 
this installment. The state 
government has released Rs 
75,09,74,000 for this pay-
ment. The Grihalakshmi 
scheme provides Rs 2000 
every month directly to 
women heads of families. It 
aims to support financial in-
dependence and improve 
self-confidence among 
women in both rural and ur-
ban areas. 

Many women use the 
money for household needs, 
education, health care and 
small savings. Officials said 
the scheme has created re-
spect and empowerment for 
women in society. 

DAVANAGERE

A protest was held at Jayadeva 
Circle in Davanagere under 
the leadership of MP Dr. Pra-
bha Mallikarjuna against the 
cancellation of exams over al-
leged NEET question paper 
leak and rising fuel prices. It 
was stated that the central 
Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment is taking decisions with-
out understanding problems of 
students and middle class peo-

ple. Protesters demanded im-
mediate pro-people measures 
and reduction in prices to ease 
burden on families and safe-
guard students future. 

They said continuous price 
hikes in petrol and CNG are 
affecting common people 
across the country. Speakers at 
the protest criticized the exam-
ination system uncertainty and 
said such issues are creating 
stress among youth preparing 
for competitive exams. The 

leaders urged the government 
to take quick action and bring 
stable policies that support ed-
ucation and economic relief 
for citizens. Police and local 
administration monitored the 
peaceful gathering at the circle 
without any incident reported. 
Organisers said the protest will 
continue if demands are not 
addressed soon by authorities. 
They appealed for peaceful 
resolution and responsible 
governance from officials.

Protest held over examination issues

CHITRADURGA

MLA KC Veerendra Pappi vis-
ited Aimangala Hobli farmers’ 
programme and assured early 
irrigation and drinking water 
solutions through Bhadra Upper 
River Project support. He said 
the project aims to bring perma-
nent water supply and fill lakes 
in the region to support agricul-
ture and daily needs. Farmers 
from Aimangala Hobli wel-
comed the announcement and 
said it could solve long pending 
water scarcity issues. 

The MLA highlighted that 
technical works under the 
Bhadra Upper Bank Project are 
nearing completion and canal 

release will begin soon. Offi-
cials explained that water will 
be diverted through canals to 
several villages including Bha-
rampura, K C Roppa, Adiralu 
and nearby areas. They added 
that pipeline works will also 
extend water directly to farm-
ers’ fields in coming stages. A 
senior leader highlighted the 

contribution of late Minister D 
Sudhakar in initiating the proj-
ect and supporting irrigation 
planning. Participants urged 
authorities to name the canal af 
ter him in recognition of his ef-
forts for farmers in the district. 

Local farmer leaders said the 
irrigation system would trans-
form agriculture and improve 
water availability across multi-
ple villages. They appealed for 
quick government approval so 
that water distribution can be-
gin before the next agricultural 
season. The programme ended 
with farmers expressing hope 
that long standing water prob-
lems would finally be resolved. 
Supporters of the project said 

improved irrigation would also 
reduce migration and strength-
en rural livelihoods in Aiman-
gala Hobli. Officials from irri-
gation department confirmed 
that inspection and technical 
clearance processes are being 
fast tracked for canal works. 

Village representatives stres 
sed the need for transparent ex-
ecution and timely completion 
of all pending water projects. 
They said proper maintenance 
and monitoring of canals would 
ensure long term benefits for far 
ming communities. Authorities 
assured that additional water 
storage and distribution plans 
are under consideration for fu-
ture expansion. 

SHIVAMOGGA

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
will visit Shivamogga on June 
1 to take part in a grand pro-
gramme at Allama Prabhu 
Maidan where several gov-
ernment schemes, projects 
and inaugurations will be 
held. District Commissioner 
Prabhulinga Kavalikatti said 
preparations are underway for 
the event where Karnataka 
Public Schools programme 
will also be launched as part 
of education reforms. He said 
revenue department records 
are being cleared and benefi-
ciaries will receive rights, 
pensions and social security 
benef i ts  under  var ious 
schemes. 

The Chief Minister will dis-
tribute benefits including aid 
for disabled persons, workers, 

farmers and subsidy linked 
equipment and loans. He will 
also lay foundation stones and 
inaugurate development 
works worth crores across de-
partments in the district. More 
than two lakh people from 
various taluks are expected to 
attend and arrangements for 
transport and food have been 
made. Officials said senior 
officers will supervise the 
programme and ensure 
smooth coordination across 
departments for successful 
execution. 

Deputy Chief Minister D. 
K. Shivakumar, Education 
Minister S. Madhubangarappa 
and other ministers and elect-
ed representatives will partic-
ipate. The programme will 
highlight Karnataka Public 
Schools initiative aimed at 
improving government educa-

tion infrastructure, digital 
learning and access for rural 
students across Shivamogga 
district. It is expected to 
strengthen public service de-
livery and bring various wel-
fare schemes directly to eligi-
ble beneficiaries through a 
large public outreach event. 
Officials also said more than 
two lakh beneficiaries from 
different taluks will partici-
pate, and necessary arrange-
ments for transport, food and 
security have been made to 
ensure smooth conduct of the 
programme. 

District officials said coor-
dination among departments 
will ensure successful execu-
tion of all development 
works, inaugurations and wel-
fare distribution during the 
visit programme completion 
ensured.

KC Veerendra Pappi Assures Irrigation Solutions 

CM Siddaramaiah to launch multiple 
welfare schemes in Shivamogga

‘Grihalakshmi 
scheme boosts 

financial 
strength’MANDYA

Students should build profes-
sional skills along with studies, 
said Mandya MLA P. Raviku-
mar at the closing ceremony of 
Mandya Women’s Govern-
ment College autonomous pro-
grammes and annual celebra-
tions held at Vanaranga prem-
ises.

Students should build pro-
fessional skills along with 
studies, said Mandya MLA P. 
Ravikumar at the closing cere-
mony of Mandya Women’s 
Government College autono-
mous programmes and annual 
celebrations held at Vanaranga 
premises. He told students to 
study with dedication and also 
gain professional abilities to 
reach their goals and succeed 
in life. He said government 
will work on providing free 
IAS and KAS coaching in the 
district next year and also try 
to bring industries for jobs. He 
added that a software company 
will be inaugurated soon and it 
will create jobs for more than 
100 engineering students in the 
district. 

He also mentioned govern-
ment plans for an AI City near 
Bidadi to generate employ-
ment opportunities for youth in 
future. Students were advised 

to use library resources, study 
well and become responsible 
officers who serve society. Dr. 
Meera Shivalingaiah spoke 
about education developing 
physical mental strength char-
acter and life values along with 
moral growth. She said educa-
tion should focus on overall 
development of personality 
and self-realization through 
value based learning. The pro-
gramme was attended by sev-
eral professors, NSS officers, 
sports coordinators and college 
staff who supported the event. 
Students participated in cultur-
al, sports, NSS, Scout Guide 
and Red Cross activities 
during the college annual func-
tion. 

Organisers said the pro-
gramme helped students show-
case talents and encouraged 
discipline teamwork and lead-
ership qualities. They said 
such events help students pre-
pare for future careers and im-
prove confidence and commu-
nication skills in society. The 
college management thanked 
all guests and participants for 
making the event successful 
and motivating students. Offi-
cials urged students to contin-
ue learning and contribute pos-
itively to nation building in 
future careers ahead always.

Students urged to gain skills 
beyond studies: Ravikumar

MANDYA

District Level Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation Au-
thority Chairman Chikkalin-
gaiah said Grihalakshmi pay-
ment for February 2026 has 
been credited to beneficiaries 
and March installment will be 
released within two days after 
treasury clearance.

Officials were instructed to 
take strict action against black 
marketing of rice under Anna 
Bhagya scheme and ensure 
legal awareness boards are in-
stalled at fair price shops.

Officials said 10,75,910 
quintals of rice are being dis-
tributed from February 2025 
to April 2026 and taluk offi-
cials must inspect quality be-
fore distribution to beneficia-
ries.

Vice Chairman K Hanu-
manthaiah said in the district 
437 ration cards have been 
converted from APL to BPL 
while 281 applications are 
pending verification. Vice 
Chairman Shivanna said under 
Shakti Yojana more than 
21,01,53,013 women traveled 
in the district from June 2025 
to April 2026 and this gener-
ated significant income for 
KSRTC he also urged KSRTC 

staff and conductors to behave 
politely with passengers.

Chikkalingaiah directed of-
ficials to conduct awareness 
programs on Yuvanidhi 
scheme in colleges and install 
nameplates at schools and col-
leges highlighting government 
schemes. Officials present in-
cluded Zilla Panchayat offi-
cers and Employment Ex-
change staff and the meeting 
emphasized effective imple-
mentat ion of  guarantee 
schemes for public welfare in 
Mandya district.

Officials said the scheme 
continues to support women 
farmers students and transport 
users while ensuring transpar-
ency and direct benefit trans-
fer across Karnataka and 
urged departments to strength-
en monitoring and awareness 
at grassroots level for better 
service delivery and public 
satisfaction in all districts es-
pecially focusing on account-
ability efficiency and timely 
distribution of welfare bene-
fits to eligible beneficiaries.

Officials directed to ensure 
fair distribution system 

CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Dharti Aaba Janajatiyya 
Gram Utkarsha Abhiyan and 
Janajatiyya Garima Utsav 
awareness programme was 
launched in Chikkaballapura 
to support tribal community 
development. Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner Dr. N. 
Bhaskar said the campaign 
will begin visits to villages 
with predominant Scheduled 
Tribe population and create 
awareness about government 
welfare schemes.

He noted that Chikka-
ballapura had received a Cen-
tral Government award for its 
performance in earlier tribal 
development programmes un-
der the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs. Officials said 31 villag-
es have been selected initially 
and more than 80 additional 
villages will be included for 
development under the 
scheme.

Praveen Patil said under the 
Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Un-
nat Gram Abhiyan large scale 
funding has been planned to 
improve infrastructure in trib-
al villages across the country. 
During the programme trib-
utes were paid to Maharishi 
Valmiki and tribal freedom 
fighter Birsa Munda at the 
venue by officials and partic-
ipants.

Officials from various de-
partments including Zilla 
Panchayat representatives at-
tended the meeting and dis-
cussed coordinated imple-
mentation of the programme 
across tribal dominated vil-
lages in the district. They 
highlighted that basic facili-
ties such as drinking water, 
schools, hostels, Anganwadi 
centres, cold storage units and 
marketing support will be 
strengthened under the initia-
tive to improve living stan-
dards of tribal communities. 

TUMAKURU

A large job fair will be 
conducted on May 22 at 
Ananya Campus near 
Town Hall Circle in Tu-
makuru, officials said on 
Sunday. The event is be-
ing organised by the Dis-
trict Employment Ex-
change Office, Govern-
ment Industrial Training 
Institute and Ananya In-
stitute of Commerce and 
Management. More than 
60 companies will take 
part in the recruitment 
drive. Candidates aged 
18 to 35 with qualifica-
tions including SSLC, 
PUC, ITI, diploma, phar-
macy, nursing, degree, 
engineering and post-
graduate degrees are eli-
gible to attend. Appli-
cants have been asked to 
bring biodata and educa-
tional documents. The 
fair will begin at 10 am. 
Officials urged job seek-
ers to make use of the 
opportunity.

Tumakuru to 
host job fair 
on May 22

Chikkaballapura receives award 
for tribal event performance
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SC refuses to hear PIL on temple priests’ wages
NEW DELHI

 
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day declined to entertain a 
public interest litigation (PIL) 
seeking directions for framing 
a uniform wage and welfare 
framework for priests, seva-
dars, and temple staff working 
in state-controlled temples 
across the country.

A bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta ex-
pressed disinclination to inter-
fere in the matter and refused 
to entertain the plea filed by 
advocate Ashwini Upadhyay, 
who appeared in person.

After the apex court indi-
cated its unwillingness to ex-
amine the issue, Upadhyay 
sought permission to with-
draw the petition with liberty 
to approach the appropriate 
authorities.

The Justice Vikram Nath-
led Bench thereafter dis-
missed the matter as with-
drawn.

The petitioner seeks per-
mission to withdraw the plea 
with liberty to approach the 
appropriate authorities. The 
petition is dismissed as with-
drawn, the top court recorded 
in its order.

The plea had sought direc-
tions to the Centre and state 
governments to constitute a 
judicial commission or expert 
committee to review the wag-
es and service conditions of 
priests, sevadars, and temple 
staff in temples under gov-
ernment control. The peti-
tion also sought a decla-
ration that priests and 
temple staff fall with-
in the definition of 
employee under 
Section 2(k) of the 
Code on Wages, 
2019,  making 
them entitled to 

minimum wages and other la-
bour welfare protections.

The plea contended that once 
state governments assume ad-
ministrative, financial and eco-
nomic control over temples, an 
employer-employee relation-
ship arises between temple 

adminis t ra t ions  and 
priests or temple work-
ers. It claimed that 
priests and temple 

staff in several 
states survive on 
arbitrary honorari-

ums,  dakshi -
na-based pay-
ments and mea-

gre remuneration, often rang-
ing between Rs 1,000 and Rs 
5,000 per month, without 
pension, healthcare or social 
security protections.

Referring to statutory 
frameworks governing tem-
ples in states such as Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Karnataka and Kerala, 
the plea argued that govern-
ments exercise pervasive con-
trol over appointments, ser-
vice conditions, disciplinary 
supervision, and temple reve-
nues, while simultaneously 
denying labour welfare pro-
tections to temple workers.

‘APPROACH APPROPRIATE FORUM’
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BCCI not covered 
under RTI Act, 

rules CIC

Delhi Assembly 
Speaker nominates 3 

MLAs to DJB

Bengal enhances upper 
age limit for govt 

recruitment by five years

New Delhi
The Central Information 
Commission (CIC) has 
held that the Board of 

Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) is not a “public au-
thority” under the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act, ob-

serving that the cricket 
body is neither estab-
lished by law nor sub-

stantially financed or con-
trolled by the govern-

ment. Information Com-
missioner P.R. Ramesh, 

while dismissing a second 
appeal filed by Geeta 

Rani seeking information 
regarding the BCCI’s au-
thority to represent India 

in international cricket 
and select players for the 
national team, ruled that 

the statutory require-
ments under Section 2(h) 

of the RTI Act were not 
satisfied in the case of the 

BCCI. “The BCCI cannot 
be classified as a ‘Public 

Authority’ within the 
meaning of Section 2(h) 

of the RTI Act and the 
provisions of the Act are 
therefore inapplicable to 
it in the facts and circum-

stances of the present 
case,” the CIC said in its 

order passed on Monday.

New Delhi
Delhi Assembly Speaker 
Vijender Gupta said on 

Monday that three legis-
lators have been nomi-

nated to the Delhi Jal 
Board (DJB) to strength-
en its functioning and im-
prove responsiveness to 
the public. “MLA Satish 
Upadhyay from Malviya 

Nagar has been nominat-
ed as Vice Chairman of 

the Delhi Jal Board, while 
MLA Manoj Kumar Sho-

keen from Nangloi Jat and 
MLA Ajay Kumar Maha-
war from Ghonda have 

been nominated as Mem-
bers of the Board respec-
tively,” said the Speaker. 

An order to this effect has 
been issued by the Delhi 

Legislative Assembly Sec-
retariat, the statement 
said. Expressing confi-

dence in the newly-nomi-
nated representatives, 
Gupta said their public 
experience and institu-

tional understanding 
would contribute mean-
ingfully to strengthening 

the DJB’s functioning and 
improving responsiveness 

to public concerns.

Kolkata
As promised in the 
Bharatiya Janata 

Party pre-election 
Sankalp Patra, the 
new West Bengal 

government led by 
the ninth Chief Min-

ister, Suvendu 
Adhikari, has en-

hanced the upper 
age limit for recruit-
ment to state gov-
ernment posts by 

five years. According 
to a press statement 

issued by the state 
government on 

Monday, the state 
Cabinet took the de-
cision, and the state 
Finance Department 
has formally notified 
the revised age lim-
its, which came into 
effect from May 11, 

2026.
 The revised limits 
shall apply to re-

cruitments through 
the Public Service 
Commission, West 
Bengal. The maxi-

mum age shall now 
be 41 years for 

Group ‘A’ posts, 44 
years for Group ‘B’ 

posts, and 45 years 
for Group ‘C’ and 
Group ‘D’ posts. 

Bengal cabinet clears 7th Pay 
Commission, ‘Annapurna Bhandar’

Under Annapurna Bhandar, women beneficiaries will receive a monthly allowance of Rs 3,000
KOLKATA

 
The West Bengal cabinet on 
Monday approved the imple-
mentation of the 7th Pay 
Commission for state govern-
ment employees and cleared 
several major welfare initia-
tives, including a new month-
ly financial assistance scheme 
for women and free bus rides 
for women on state-run trans-
port services.

State minister Agnimitra 
Paul announced the decisions 
after the cabinet meeting, stat-
ing that the implementation of 
the 7th Pay Commission ful-
filled a long-standing demand 
of state government employ-
ees. She said the issue was 
discussed during the meeting 
and the proposal received for-
mal approval from the cabi-
net.

The minister also con-

firmed that the cabinet cleared 
the implementation of the 
‘ A n n a p u r n a  B h a n d a r ’ 
scheme, a monthly financial 
assistance scheme for women 
proposed in the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s election manifes-
to during the recently con-
cluded West Bengal Assembly 
elections. Under the new 
scheme, eligible women ben-
eficiaries will receive a 
monthly allowance of Rs 
3,000.

According to Paul, women 
already receiving benefits un-
der the earlier Lakshmir 
Bhandar scheme introduced 
by the previous government 
led by Mamata Banerjee will 
automatically be transferred 
to the new Annapurna Bhan-
dar system. She said the funds 
would continue to be directly 
deposited into beneficiaries’ 
bank accounts without requir-

ing fresh registration for ex-
isting recipients.

The minister added that 
women who were not covered 
under the previous scheme 
would now be able to apply 
for enrollment under the new 
programme. A dedicated on-
line portal for new applica-
tions is expected to be 
launched shortly by the state 
government.In another major 
welfare measure, the cabinet 

approved free travel for all 
women on state-run public 
buses beginning June 1. The 
initiative is expected to bene-
fit thousands of women com-
muters across urban and rural 
areas of the state by reducing 
transportation costs and im-
proving access to public mo-
bility.Paul clarified that no 
immediate decision had been 
taken regarding an increase in 
the number of buses operating 

under the state transport net-
work. She said the govern-
ment plans to utilize the exist-
ing transport infrastructure for 
the rollout of the free travel 
scheme. However, she added 
that the chief minister in-
formed the cabinet that addi-
tional electric buses could be 
introduced into the state trans-
port system in the future.

The cabinet also decided to 
discontinue all supportive 
schemes and scholarships 
based on religious classifica-
tions under the state’s Infor-
mation and Cultural Affairs 
Department and the Minority 
Affairs and Madrasah Educa-
tion Department from next 
month. According to the min-
ister, such benefits will re-
main available only for the 
current month and will offi-
cially end from June 1 on-
ward.

Kerala Cabinet announces 
free bus travel for women

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

The first cabinet meeting 
chaired by Kerala Chief Min-
ister V. D. Satheesan on Mon-
day unveiled a series of major 
welfare initiatives aimed at 
fulfilling key election promis-
es of the Congress-led United 
Democratic Front govern-
ment.

One of the most significant 
announcements made by the 
new government was the in-
troduction of free travel for 
women in Kerala State Road 
Transport Corporation buses 
from June 15.

 The scheme was one of the 
major guarantees promised by 
the United Democratic Front 
during the state election cam-
paign and is expected to ben-
efit lakhs of women commut-

ers across Kerala.
Chief Minister Satheesan 

said the initiative reflected the 
government’s commitment to 
building a people-centric ad-
ministration focused on wel-
fare and social inclusion. He 
also announced the formation 
of a separate department ded-
icated exclusively to the wel-
fare of senior citizens, de-
scribing it as the first initiative 
of its kind in the country.

The Chief Minister said 
Kerala plans to study Japan’s 
elderly care system to develop 
policies aimed at improving 
support and healthcare ser-
vices for senior citizens. A 
detailed review of the Japa-
nese model is expected to be 
completed within two months. 
Satheesan stated that the treat-
ment of elderly citizens re-

flects the values of a society 
and said Kerala aims to be-
come a model state in senior 
citizen care.

The cabinet also addressed 
the long-pending demands of 
Accredited Social Health Ac-
tivist workers. As part of an-
other election commitment, 
the government approved a Rs 
3,000 increase in their month-
ly honorarium, raising it to Rs 
12,000. The Chief Minister 
added that additional an-
nouncements related to retire-
ment benefits for ASHA are 
likely within the next month.

‘Additional 
announcements related 
to retirement benefits to 

ASHA are likely within 
next month’

BRS demands Union 
Minister Bandi 

Sanjay's resignation
HYDERABAD

 
BRS legislators, senior lead-
ers and party workers orga-
nized demonstrations in mul-
tiple constituencies across the 
state, raising slogans and car-
rying banners demanding the 
resignation or dismissal of the 
Union minister. 

Protesters accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party lead-
ership of failing to uphold 
accountability in the case and 
called for a fair and impartial 
investigation.

In the Huzurabad constitu-
ency, BRS cadres led by par-
ty MLA P. Kaushik Reddy 
held a large protest rally. 
Demonstrators carried plac-
ards and banners criticizing 

the minister, while some pro-
testers were seen symbolical-
ly striking a banner carrying 
Bandi Sanjay’s image with 
footwear as slogans demand-
ing his removal echoed 
through the gathering.

Similar protests were orga-
nized in Vemulawada under 
the leadership of Chalmeda 
Lakshmi Narasimha Rao. 
Protesters sat on roads carry-
ing posters demanding jus-
tice for the minor victim and 
insisting that the minister 
resign immediately. Demon-
strators also stated that if 
Bandi Sanjay refused to step 
down voluntarily, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
should remove him from of-
fice.

‘Telangana developing efficient 
disaster management system’

HYDERABAD
 

Telangana is developing a 
more efficient disaster man-
agement system by studying 
rescue measures undertaken 
globally during disasters, said 
state Revenue Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy. 

He emphasised that rapid 
response, coordination among 
departments, and advance 
preparedness are extremely 
crucial in emergency situa-
tions such as floods, fire acci-
dents, and industrial mishaps.

As part of the statewide di-
saster management mock ex-
ercises conducted on Monday, 
the minister, along with senior 
officials, inspected a massive 
flood mock drill held at the 
HMDA grounds on Necklace 
Road in Hyderabad.

Stating that protecting the 
lives and property of the peo-
ple is the government's prima-
ry responsibility, he under-
lined the need for trained 
teams with the latest technol-
ogy and modern equipment to 
be ready to undertake rescue 

operations.
Expressing anguish over 

forest fires destroying green-
ery, the minister also pointed 
out that the increasing fire ac-
cidents in urban areas are 
causing serious concern.

Srinivas Reddy stated that 
the first hour after a disaster 
strikes is extremely critical, 
and the actions taken during 
that Golden Hour are what 
can save lives. He noted that 
such mock drills are highly 
beneficial for evacuating peo-
ple to safe areas, swiftly initi-
ating relief measures, and 
coordinating emergency ser-
vices during fire accidents, 
floods, and sudden mishaps.

Citing the 1908 Hyderabad 
Great Flood and the recent 
Godavari-Krishna floods, the 
minister remarked that history 
shows the extent of damage 
that occurred without vigi-
lance in disaster management.

As part of the mock drill, 
special teams demonstrated 
inflatable lifeboats, technical 
methods to rescue those 
trapped in water, emergency 

evacuation procedures, and 
coordinated rescue operations 
in real-time.

The minister later visited 
the Necklace Road Boating 
Club and inspected the rescue 
activities. Commending the 
conduct of such extensive 
mock exercises in Telangana 
state, the minister congratulat-
ed the NDRF, SDRF, Disaster 
Management Department, and 
district officials.

He clarified that there is no 
need for the public to worry, 
as these are fully part of ad-
vance preparedness mock 
drills. He urged that only re-
sponsible information should 
reach the people through the 
media and social media plat-
forms.Participants in this pro-
gramme included Disaster 
Management Department 
Secretary Dasari Harichan-
dan, Telangana State Disaster 
Response and Fire Services 
DG Vikram Singh Mann, HY-
DRA Commissioner A.V. 
Ranganath, and NDMA Lead 
Consultant Major General 
(Retd.) Sudhir Bahl.

Baramulla MP 
gets interim 

bail for father’s 
last rites

NEW DELHI
 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday granted interim bail 
to jailed Baramulla MP Engi-
neer Rashid till June 2 to en-
able him to attend the funeral 
and perform the customary 
last rites of his father, who 
passed away at AIIMS-Delhi 
in the early hours of the day.

A division bench of Justices 
Prathiba M. Singh and Madhu 
Jain allowed the plea moved 
by Abdul Rashid Sheikh, pop-
ularly known as Engineer 
Rashid, after the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
verified the death of his fa-
ther.

In its order, the Delhi High 
Court noted that Rashid 
would be required to carry out 
several rituals, including fu-
neral prayers and burial on 
May 18, a four-day mourning 
period, and subsequent cere-
monies such as the sev-
enth-day prayers and other 
customary observances.

Rashid, who is facing trial 
in a terror funding case, had 
moved the application seek-
ing interim bail to conduct the 
burial and perform customary 
religious rites following his 
father’s demise at AIIMS, 
Delhi, around 12:10 a.m.

The Delhi High Court di-
rected that Rashid be released 
on interim bail till June 2, 
subject to stringent condi-
tions, including continuous 
police escort and restrictions 
on his movement and interac-
tions. It ordered that the MP 
will remain accompanied by 
at least two plainclothes po-
lice personnel throughout the 
period of interim bail, from 
the time of his release till his 
return to custody.

The Justice Singh-led 
Bench further directed that 
Rashid would be permitted to 
stay only at his residences in 
Srinagar and Kupwara dis-
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir 
and may visit the burial 
ground or place of worship 
strictly for the purpose of per-
forming last rites.

Gujarat DyCM completes 
online self-enumeration

SURAT
 

Gujarat Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Harsh Sanghavi, on Mon-
day said accurate census data 
was essential for ensuring 
government services and wel-
fare schemes reached people 
at the grassroots level, as he 
urged citizens across the state 
to participate in the Centre’s 
digital self-enumeration exer-
cise for 'Census 2027'.

Speaking in Surat during 
the launch phase of the cam-
paign, Sanghavi said the in-
formation collected through 
the census would help gov-
ernments undertake policy-
making, development plan-
ning and proper distribution 
of resources.

Census 2027 is one of the 
most important national pro-
cesses undertaken by the Cen-
tral government for the devel-
opment and planning of the 
country, Sanghavi said.

He further added, The in-
formation obtained from the 
population census and the use 
of this information by the 
government, whether for pol-
icymaking or development, 

for proper distribution of re-
sources, and for effectively 
delivering health, education, 
housing, employment, trans-
port and various public wel-
fare schemes to the grassroots 
level, makes this exercise ex-
tremely useful for citizens of 
every section of the country.

The first phase has com-
menced across the country, 
including in Gujarat, with the 
central government introduc-
ing a digital 'Self-Enumera-
tion' facility allowing citizens 
to submit household details 
online from home.

Sanghavi filled in his fami-
ly’s details through the online 
portal from his residence on 
the second day of the cam-
paign and appealed to citizens 
to consider participation in 
the exercise their national 
duty.

Census 2027 is not merely 
a population count but an im-
portant pillar for the future 
development of the country, 
he noted.

Sanghavi urged every fam-
ily in the state to actively par-
ticipate in the self-enumera-
tion process scheduled.

NSUI protests 
in Delhi over 
NEET paper 

leak
NEW DELHI

 
The National Students' Union 
of India (NSUI), on Monday 
staged protests in Delhi and 
Uttar Pradesh over the al-
leged NEET paper leak is-
sue, demanding the resigna-
tion of Union Education 
Minister, Dharmendra Prad-
han, and a ban on the Na-
t iona l  Tes t ing  Agency 
(NTA).

NSUI workers gathered to 
protest against repeated pa-
per leak incidents, alleging 
that lakhs of students are suf-
fering due to irregularities in 
competitive examinations.

One of the protestors said, 
Our clear demand is that 
NTA should be banned and 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan should 
resign. Repeated paper leaks 
are affecting lakhs of stu-
dents. Students prepare for 
an entire year, and in the end 
they find out that the paper 
has been leaked.

The protestor further said 
that such incidents deeply 
affect not only students but 
also parents who spend their 
hard-earned money on their 
children's education and 
preparation.

Another protestor alleged 
that paper leak incidents had 
occurred repeatedly in 2021, 
2024 and again in 2026, ac-
cusing the government of not 
taking the issue seriously.

Our two main demands are 
that Dharmendra Pradhan 
should resign and the NTA 
should be banned. 

He has become so insensi-
tive that they do not want to 
take strict action. Today, one 
beautician has been arrested, 
but how can she leak papers 
in such a large system? the 
protestor questioned.
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Kerala CM Satheesan’s 
Sudhakaran twist puts 
Vijayan in a tight spot

Manoj Tiwari takes Metro ride 
after PM Modi’s fuel

Palaniswami invites 
rebel AIADMK MLAs for 

talks 

Thiruvananthapuram
After suffering a bruising 

electoral setback and 
growing criticism within 

his own party district 
committee meetings, Ker-
ala’s former Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan now finds 
himself facing yet another 
politically uncomfortable 
moment, this time from 
the newly sworn-in gov-

ernment led by V. D. Sath-
eesan. In a move loaded 
with symbolism and po-

litical messaging, the 
Satheesan cabinet, in its 

first meeting after the 
oath ceremony earlier to-
day, has decided to rec-
ommend former CPI-M 
leader G. Sudhakaran as 
the pro-tem Speaker of 

the 16th Kerala Legislative 
Assembly, which con-

venes for the first time on 
May 21. Though the post 

of pro-tem Speaker is 
technically assigned to 

the senior-most MLA as 
per constitutional con-

vention, the appointment 
has acquired enormous 

political significance given 
Sudhakaran’s bitter fall-
out with the CPI-M lead-

ership and his open rebel-
lion against Vijayan.

NEW DELHI
 

BJP MP, Manoj Tiwari, on Monday participated in the 
‘Metro Monday’ campaign by travelling in the Delhi Met-
ro and an electric auto along with NDMC Vice Chairman, 
Kuljeet Singh Chahal, while also promoting Electric Ve-
hicle (EV) adoption through a new parking rebate initia-
tive in the national Capital. The campaign, following the 
call of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and under the lead-
ership of Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, focussed on 
encouraging the use of public transport and clean energy 
vehicles. As part of the initiative, Manoj Tiwari and Kul-
jeet Singh Chahal travelled through the city.

Chennai 
AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi K Palaniswami 

invited rebel party MLAs to 
“come for talks” if they 

had grievances, even as he 
stepped up his attack on 
the ruling Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) and its 

government. 
His outreach comes amid 
a signature campaign by 
rebels demanding a Gen-

eral Council meeting to re-
view the party’s electoral 
setbacks. Palaniswami, 

however, convened a 
meeting of district secre-
taries at his Greenways 

Road residence

NDA hails Modi for receiving ‘Royal Order of the Polar Star’ 
Alliance leaders termed the bestowal a moment of pride for India and a reflection of country’s growing global influence under PM Modi

NEW DELHI
 

Leaders of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) on 
Monday congratulated Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi af-
ter he was awarded Swe-
den’s highest civilian hon-
our for a head of govern-
ment, the Royal Order of 
the Polar Star Commander 
Grand Cross.

Political leaders described 
the recognition as a moment 
of pride for India and a re-
flection of the country’s 
growing global influence 
under Modi’s leadership.

Reacting to the honour, 
senior Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty leader Syed Shahnawaz 
Hussain said Prime Minister 
Modi is widely regarded 

across the world as a global 
leader capable of providing 
direction during internation-
al crises. He stated that the 
award was not only an hon-
our for the Prime Minister 
personally but also a recog-
nition of the people of In-
dia.

BJP spokesperson RP 
Singh described the recog-
nition as evidence of India’s 
increasing stature on the 
global stage. He noted that 
this was the 31st interna-
tional honour received by 
Prime Minister Modi and 
said the award reflected in-
ternational appreciation for 
India’s contributions toward 
peace and global coopera-
tion.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy 

Chief Minister Brajesh 
Pathak also congratulated 
the Prime Minister, calling 
the honour prestigious and 
significant for the country.

Janata Dal United chief 
spokesperson Neeraj Kumar 
said the recognition was a 
matter of pride for every In-
dian citizen. 

He stated that the demo-
cratically elected leader of 
140 crore Indians receiving 
such a distinguished inter-
national honour elevated the 
nation’s self-respect and 
prestige regardless of reli-
gion or caste.

Prime Minister Modi re-
ceived the Royal Order of 
the Polar Star Commander 
Grand Cross during his of-
ficial visit to Sweden on 

Sunday. The honour was 
presented by Crown Prin-
cess Victoria during a cere-
mony held at the residence 
of the County Governor in 
the presence of Swedish 
Prime Minister Ulf Kristers-
son.

According to the Swedish 
Prime Minister’s Office, the 
decision to confer the hon-

our upon the Indian Prime 
Minister was taken by Carl 
XVI Gustaf. 

The award is considered 
Sweden’s highest civilian 
honour that can be present-
ed to a foreign head of gov-
ernment.

The Royal Order of the 
Polar Star was instituted in 
1748 and is awarded to in-
dividuals for exceptional 
personal contributions ben-
efiting Sweden or Swedish 
interests. 

Officials from the Swed-
ish government stated that 
the  honour  recognised 
Prime Minister Modi’s ef-
forts in strengthening ties 
between India and Sweden 
as well as promoting inter-
national cooperation.

n THE AWARD: Royal 
Order of the Polar Star, 
Commander Grand Cross

n PRESENTED BY: 
Crown Princess Victoria of 

Sweden

n CONTEXT: The honour 
was awarded during PM 
Modi’s bilateral discus-
sions with Swedish Prime 
Minister Ulf Kristersson.

n MILESTONE: This 
prestigious recognition 
marks the 31st internation-
al honour awarded to PM 
Modi by a foreign nation, 
reflecting his sustained 
statesmanship on the 
world stage.

RAJASTHAN ASSEMBLY 
UNVEILS NEW EMBLEM

JAIPUR
 

Governor Haribhau Bagde on 
Monday unveiled the newly 
designed emblem of the Ra-
jasthan Legislative Assembly 
as part of celebrations mark-
ing 75 years of the Assem-
bly’s establishment.

He also announced the 
names of 13 gates within the 
Assembly premises, describ-
ing the legislature as a sacred 
institution of democracy that 
reflects Rajasthan’s cultural 
identity and democratic tradi-
tions.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Governor Bagde said the new 
emblem symbolises the rich 
heritage, resilience and dem-
ocratic values of Rajasthan. 
He noted that although the 
Rajasthan Legislative Assem-
bly was formally constituted 
in 1952 after India’s Indepen-
dence, the foundations of rep-
resentative governance in the 
state date back to 1913, when 
Maharaja Ganga Singh estab-
lished a representative assem-
bly known as the Pratinidhi 
Sabha.The Governor de-
scribed the unveiling of the 
emblem as a significant mile-
stone during India’s Amrit 
Kaal celebrations and said it 

represented the collective as-
pirations and cultural spirit of 
the people of Rajasthan.

The new logo was devel-
oped on the initiative of As-
sembly Speaker Vasudev 
Devnani and incorporates 
several important symbols as-
sociated with the state. These 
include the Rohida flower, the 
Khejri tree and the Rajasthan 
Legislative Assembly build-
ing.

According to the Governor, 
the symbols included in the 
emblem represent the deter-
mination and vibrant spirit of 
Rajasthan’s people, who con-
tinue to thrive despite chal-
lenging geographical and cli-
matic conditions. Referring to 
the Khejri tree as Rajasthan’s 
equivalent of the mythical 
Kalpa Vriksha, he recalled the 
historic sacrifice of villagers 

in Khejadli who gave their 
lives to protect trees. He said 
the event continues to stand 
as a powerful example of har-
mony between nature and so-
ciety.

During his address, Bagde 
also shared an anecdote in-
volving Ganesh Vasudev Ma-
valankar to emphasize the 
importance of discipline and 
responsible conduct in gover-
nance and daily life. Recount-
ing the story, he said Mava-
lankar once pointed out that 
true management begins with 
personal discipline after ob-
serving food being wasted on 
a plate by a person claiming 
expertise in management.

Using the example to un-
derline the value of account-
ability and efficient gover-
nance, the Governor stressed 
that sound management.

Delhi CM calls on LG to discuss 
development, growth issues

NEW DELHI
 

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Monday held discus-
sions with Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu on 
key issues related to the development and growth of the 
national capital.

The meeting took place amid the Delhi government’s 
push to strengthen public transport infrastructure and im-
plement measures aimed at tackling monsoon flooding and 
urban challenges.

According to a statement shared by Lok Niwas on social 
media platform X, the meeting focused on important devel-
opment-related matters concerning Delhi. The discussions 
came shortly after Chief Minister Gupta reiterated her gov-
ernment’s commitment to accelerating development projects 
and addressing civic concerns affecting residents of the 
capital.

The Chief Minister recently announced a Rs 150 crore 
development package for Dwarka and also highlighted the 
Rs 6,200 crore Metro expansion project connecting Kirti 
Nagar to Palam. The proposed Metro corridor is expected 
to improve connectivity and ease commuting for residents 
across several parts of Delhi.Earlier in the day, Rekha Gup-
ta participated in the Metro Monday initiative launched 
under the Mera Bharat, Mera Yogdan public campaign. 

‘Compromising with Constitution, 
secularism not in national interest’

LUCKNOW
 

Bahujan Samaj Party chief 
Mayawati on Monday advised 
both the Centre and state gov-
ernments to safeguard the 
country’s secular identity, up-
hold the dignity of the Consti-
tution, and act firmly against 
post-election violence in West 
Bengal.

In a post on X, Mayawati 
said India enjoys a unique and 
respected identity across the 
world because of the Consti-
tution framed by Babasaheb 
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar, which 
is rooted in the principle of 
secularism and equal respect 
for all religions.

The country’s humanitarian 
values ensure protection of 
life, property and religious 
freedom for followers of ev-
ery faith, adding that govern-
ments as well as citizens must 
adhere to these constitutional 
principles, she said.

India's Constitution acts as 
a protective shield against an-
ti-India propaganda abroad. 
Therefore, it is the responsi-
bility of both the Central and 
state governments to ensure 
that nothing is done, or al-
lowed to happen, that raises 
unpleasant questions about 
the country and its gover-
nance, she said.

Referring to the continuing 

debate over post-election vio-
lence in West Bengal, the BSP 
supremo said governments 
should become more alert and 
deal strictly with anarchy, es-
pecially in light of directions 
issued by the High Court.

She said it should be a mat-
ter of serious concern if any 
government faces allegations 
of narrow politics, religious 
discrimination, caste hatred or 
bias.

Mayawati further said that 
any existing or new laws 
brought in for public safety 
and larger public interest must 
be implemented equally for 
people of all religions.

To uphold the dignity of the 
Constitution and the rule of 
law, legal provisions must be 
enforced without religious or 
caste-based discrimination, 
prejudice or hatred, she said, 
adding that such an approach 
would strengthen public con-
fidence that governments are 
working in the interest of all 
communities.

The BSP chief also said the 
country was facing difficult 
social, economic and political 
conditions, and governments 
should focus on resolving 
these pressing issues instead 
of diverting public attention 
through what she termed a de-
structive image-building exer-
cise.

‘JD(U) driven by money-
bag politics’: Mohan targets 

Nitish’s inner circle
PATNA

 
Former MP Anand Mohan launched a sharp at-
tack on the functioning of the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), claiming that the party has strayed from its 
ideological roots and is now dominated by 
wealth and influence.

Taking aim at former Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar, Anand Mohan said that no one has made 
greater sacrifices for the Chief Minister than his 
own family.

He recalled resigning from the Cabinet at Ni-
tish Kumar’s signal, but alleged that despite 
such loyalty, he has now been sidelined.

He further remarked that although Nitish Ku-
mar played a pivotal role in building the JD(U), 
his presence within the party has significantly 
diminished.

Today, Nitish Kumar has been politically bur-
ied alive. His face is nowhere to be seen—even 
when he was present on the dais during the 
swearing-in ceremony alongside 85 legislators, 
his photograph was missing, he claimed.

Raising questions over party leadership and 
visibility, Anand Mohan pointed out that earlier 
posters prominently featured Nitish Kumar 
along with Deputy Chief Ministers, but current 
banners across Bihar no longer include key 
leaders such as Vijay Kumar Chaudhary and 
Bijendra Prasad Yadav.

If these leaders support you, why are their 
names and faces absent from the posters? he 
asked.

While clarifying that he does not blame the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, he instead targeted those 
close to Nitish Kumar, questioning their role 
and accusing them of isolating the Chief Minis-
ter.These advisors have buried Nitish Kumar 
alive. Do they only take him out for walks and 
meals? Why don’t they question why he has 
disappeared from public messaging? he said.

Anand Mohan also touched upon social dy-
namics, claiming that backward communities in 
Bihar—who had seen increased political partic-
ipation over the past two decades—did not cel-
ebrate Holi this year, suggesting growing dis-
content.On the issue of his son Chetan Anand 
not being inducted into the Cabinet, he alleged 
that money-bag politics has taken root within 
JD(U).Today, it is not individuals but money 
that speaks. Those arriving with bags of cash are 
being rewarded with ministerial positions, he 
alleged.

Uttarakhand 
CM greets 

newly-appointed 
govt employees

DEHRADUN
 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami on 
Monday sent out digital let-
ters to thousands of govern-
ment employees, selected 
over the past few years and 
motivated them to serve the 
people to the best of their ca-
pacity while emerging as a 
role model for other public 
service aspirants.

The Chief Minister con-
veyed greetings and good 
wishes in the letter and also 
spoke to a few of the em-
ployees to hail their notable 
contributions.

CM Dhami personally 
spoke with several of the se-
lected youths over the tele-
phone, encouraging them to 
contribute to public service 
with enthusiasm and dedica-
tion.The Chief Minister said 
the people of Uttarakhand 
entrusted him, for the second 
time in 2022, with the re-
sponsibility of serving as 
their Chief Servant and his 
administration was constant-
ly striving to live up to this 
pledge.
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In war scarred Gaza, 

brides turn to refurbished 
wedding dresses

China denounces 
Taiwan foreign min’s 

Geneva visit 

GAZA
In a small sewing work-
shop in southern Gaza, 
Nisreen Al Rantisi pulls 

fabric from a pile and re-
shapes worn wedding 

dresses, trying to keep a 
‌fading tradition alive amid 

war and soaring costs. 
Families said they have 
been struggling to find 

new wedding dresses and 
many search instead for 

places that refurbish 
gowns and other kinds of 
clothes for their children. 

Importers cite delays, high 
shipping costs, and re-
strictions on materials, 
such as the crystals en-

crusted into the elaborate 
wedding dresses, as key 
factors behind the short-

ages and price hikes. 
Many workshops have 

also been damaged dur-
ing the conflict. We try to 
reuse the old gowns that 
we have, produce them 

by fixing them a bit, work 
on them, wash them, ar-
range them, shape them, 
said Rantisi, adding that 
work initially relied on a 

bicycle-powered sewing 
machine due to electricity 

shortages.

BEIJING
China ‌said on Monday it 
opposed countries pro-
viding platforms for Tai-

wan independence sepa-
ratist activities, after Tai-
wan’s foreign minister ar-

rived in Switzerland for 
events on the sidelines of 
a World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) meeting. Chi-
na said last week it would 
once again not allow Tai-
wan, which Beijing views 

as its own territory, to take 
part in the WHO’s annual 
World Health Assembly 

(WHA), which takes place 
this week. But as in previ-

ous years, Taiwan has 
sent a delegation to hold 
its own meetings and this 
year Foreign Minister Lin 
Chia-lung has also gone, 

joining Health Minister 
Shih Chung-liang. 

Indonesia to build up defence capabilities with new aircraft
JAKARTA

 
Indonesia will continue ex-
panding its defence capabili-
ties in response to growing 
geopolitical uncertainty, Pres-
ident Prabowo Subianto said 
on Monday while officially 
handing over six Rafale fighter 
jets and several other military 
assets to the Indonesian Air 
Force. 

The ceremony marked an-
other major step in Indonesia’s 
military modernization pro-
gram aimed at strengthening 
national security and regional 
deterrence capabilities.

The six Rafale fighter jets 
delivered to Indonesia are part 
of a larger agreement signed in 
2022 with Dassault Aviation 
worth approximately $8.1 bil-
lion for a total of 42 aircraft. 

Indonesia received the first 
three Rafale jets in January 
this year, while the remaining 
three were formally introduced 
during Monday’s ceremony.

Speaking at the event, Pres-

ident Prabowo emphasized 
that Indonesia’s military ex-
pansion was intended solely 
for national defence and pro-
tection of territorial sover-
eignty.

 He described the arrival of 
the advanced fighter aircraft 
as a milestone in improving 
Indonesia’s defence readiness 
amid increasingly complex 
global and regional security 
conditions.

During the ceremony, Pra-
bowo performed a traditional 
blessing ritual by spraying 
flowered water on the nose 
cone of one of the Rafale jets. 

The symbolic act is common-
ly practiced in Indonesia to 
mark good fortune and bless-
ings when receiving new as-
sets or beginning important 
projects.

In addition to the Rafale 
fighter jets, the Indonesian 
president also formally hand-
ed over several other pieces 
of military equipment ac-
quired through agreements 
signed during his previous 
role as defence minister. 
These included four Dassault 
Falcon 8X aircraft, an Airbus 
A400M MRTT transport air-
craft, a Thales GM403.

PRABOWO BOOSTS AF POWER

Ebola outbreak declared a 
global health emergency

Although the outbreak has not yet reached pandemic stage, the risk of further 
spread remains high, especially in countries sharing borders with Congo

CONGO

 
The World Health Organiza-
tion has declared the Ebola 
outbreak affecting the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo and 
Uganda a public health emer-
gency of international con-
cern after at least 80 deaths 
were linked to the disease. 

Health authorities warned 
that although the outbreak has 
not yet reached pandemic sta-
tus, the risk of further region-
al spread remains high, espe-
cially in countries sharing 
borders with the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

According to the World 
Health Organization, the out-
break has been caused by the 
Bundibugyo strain of the Eb-
ola virus. The agency said the 
situation required urgent in-
ternational attention because 
of the growing number of 
suspected infections and the 
potential for cross-border 
transmission in central and 
eastern Africa.In a statement 
released, the United Nations 

health agency reported that 80 
suspected deaths had been re-
corded in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo’s Ituri prov-
ince. Officials also confirmed 
eight laboratory-tested Ebola 
cases and 246 suspected in-
fections across at least three 
health zones, including Bunia, 
Rwampara and Mongbwalu.

Health officials said the 
outbreak has already spread 
beyond rural areas, with one 
confirmed case detected in the 
eastern Congolese city of 
Goma. The city, which is 
close to the border with 
Rwanda and serves as a major 
regional transport hub, has 
previously faced Ebola out-
breaks and remains highly 
vulnerable because of heavy 
population movement.

C o n c e r n s  h a v e  a l s o 
emerged regarding possible 
international exposure. Re-
ports from American media 
outlets stated that at least six 
Americans working in the 
Democratic Republic of Con-
go may have been exposed to 
the Ebola virus. According to 

the reports, three of those ex-
posures were considered high 
risk. Another report suggested 
that one American individual 
may have developed symp-
toms associated with the dis-
ease, although these claims 
had not been independently 
verified.The United States 
government is reportedly ex-
ploring options to evacuate 
potentially exposed individu-
als from the region, with 
some reports suggesting they 
could be transported to a mil-
itary facility in Germany for 
monitoring and treatment.

Officials from the United 
States Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention con-

firmed that the agency had 
activated its emergency re-
sponse center in response to 
the outbreak. Additional per-
sonnel are expected to be de-
ployed to CDC offices in both 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Uganda to assist 
local health authorities with 
containment efforts, contact 
tracing and public health co-
ordination.

During a media briefing, 
CDC Ebola response manager 
Satish Pillai declined to con-
firm whether any infected in-
dividuals were American citi-
zens but stressed that the cur-
rent risk to the United States 
remains low.

G7 Finance Ministers 
look to contain Iran 

economic fallout
PARIS

 
Finance ministers and central 
bank representatives from the 
Group of Seven nations gath-
ered in Paris on Monday amid 
rising concern over public 
debt levels and increasing 
volatility in global bond mar-
kets.

Government bond markets 
across major economies con-
tinued to face pressure on 
Monday, extending losses 
from Asia to the United States 
as investors reacted to grow-
ing concerns about inflation 
risks. Analysts said fears that 
higher oil and energy prices 
resulting from geopolitical 
tensions in the Middle East 
could drive up consumer pric-
es have increased expecta-
tions of future interest rate 
hikes by central banks.

French Finance Minister 
Roland Lescure acknowl-
edged the seriousness of the 
situation but rejected sugges-
tions that global bond markets 
were collapsing. Speaking to 
reporters before the meeting, 
he described the develop-
ments as a market correction 
rather than a financial crisis. 

However, he admitted that 
governments could no longer 
ignore the issue of rising pub-
lic debt in an environment of 
higher borrowing costs and 
economic uncertainty.

The Paris meeting includes 
finance ministers and repre-
sentatives from G7 central 
banks, who are expected to 
discuss how governments can 
coordinate responses to eco-
nomic shocks such as infla-
tion and market instability. 
According to the French fi-
nance ministry, the talks will 
focus on temporary, targeted 
and reversible policy mea-
sures designed to stabilize 
economies without worsening 
long-term fiscal pressures.

Germany’s central bank 
chief Joachim Nagel ex-
pressed confidence that poli-
cymakers still had tools avail-
able to calm financial markets 
and restore investor confi-
dence. European Central 

Bank President Christine 
Lagarde also commented on 
the recent turbulence, saying 
it was her responsibility to re-
main concerned about market 
developments and financial 
stability.

Japan has emerged as one 
of the countries most sensitive 
to the recent bond market vol-
atility because of its large 
debt burden and historically 
low interest rates. Japanese 
Finance Minister Satsuki Ka-
tayama said Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi had instructed 
her to work toward minimiz-
ing financial risks linked to 
rising long-term interest rates, 
although she did not provide 
additional details on possible 
measures.

The G7 ministers are also 
expected to discuss broader 
economic tensions, including 
supply chain challenges and 
coordination on securing crit-
ical raw materials needed for 
technology and energy indus-
tries. However, divisions 
within the G7 over trade pol-
icy, economic priorities and 
responses to global conflicts 
have complicated efforts to 
present a united front ahead 
of the leaders’ summit sched-
uled to take place from June 
15 to June 17 in the French 
town of Evian.

International Monetary 
Fund Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva urged 
policymakers to avoid deci-
sions that could worsen exist-
ing economic instability. Her 
remarks reflected broader 
fears that poorly coordinated 
responses to inflation and 
geopolitical tensions could 
deepen uncertainty in finan-
cial markets and slow global 
economic growth.

A group of  seven are 
meeting in Paris to 

discuss global economic 
tensions, trade 
imbalances and 

coordination on critical 
mineral supplies, amid 

growing geopolitical 
tensions

Russia unleashes another 
aerial barrage on Ukraine
MOSCOW

 
Russia launched a fresh wave 
of overnight drone attacks, 
missile strikes and shelling 
across multiple regions of 
Ukraine, killing at least one 
person and injuring more than 
30 others, Ukrainian officials 
said on Monday.

Ukrainian authorities said 
Russian drones struck resi-
dential neighborhoods and 
civilian infrastructure during 
the overnight assault.

In the strategic Black Sea 
port city of Odesa, drones 
damaged apartment buildings, 
a school and a kindergarten, 
according to local military ad-
ministration chief Serhiy Ly-
sak.

Emergency crews were de-
ployed to the affected areas as 
rescue operations and damage 
assessments  con t inued 
through the morning.

Officials reported that an 
11-year-old boy and a 
59-year-old man were among 
those injured in the Odesa at-
tack. Images released by local 
authorities showed destroyed 
vehicles, shattered windows 
and debris scattered across 

residential streets following 
the strikes.

In a separate attack, Russia 
launched missiles at the 
southeastern city of Dnipro, 
injuring at least 18 people. 
Regional governor Oleksandr 
Hanzha said two children 
were among the wounded, in-
cluding a two-year-old girl 
and a 10-year-old boy. Medi-
cal teams continued treating 
the injured while emergency 
workers inspected damaged 
buildings and infrastructure.

Further east, the Zapor-
izhzhia region also came un-
der attack overnight. Regional 
governor Ivan Fedorov con-
firmed that three people were 
injured during the strikes. In 
the southern Kherson region, 
another person was killed and 
nine others were wounded af-
ter shelling and drone attacks 
hit populated areas, according 
to regional governor Oleksan-
dr Prokudin.The latest as-
saults highlight the continued 
use of drones and missile at-
tacks by both sides in the pro-
longed conflict. Ukrainian 
officials have repeatedly ac-
cused Russia of deliberately 
targeting civilian infrastruc-

ture, while Moscow claims its 
attacks are aimed at military 
facilities and strategic assets.

Meanwhile, Russian au-
thorities reported that several 
Ukrainian drones were inter-
cepted overnight over the 
southern Russian regions of 
Rostov and Belgorod. Rus-
sia’s defence ministry said air 
defence systems successfully 
shot down the drones before 
they could reach their intend-
ed targets.

The renewed violence fol-
lowed one of Ukraine’s larg-
est drone operations against 
Russia in recent months. Over 
the weekend, Ukrainian 
drones targeted Moscow and 
surrounding regions in what 
officials described as the big-
gest overnight attack on the 
Russian capital in more than a 
year. Russian authorities said 
at least four people died 
during those strikes, including 
three in the Moscow region.

The escalating exchange of 
drone and missile attacks un-
derscores the continuing vol-
atility of the conflict, despite 
repeated international calls 
for de-escalation and renewed 
peace negotiations.

Hantavirus-hit cruise ship 
arrives at Rotterdam port 

ROTTERDAM
 

A luxury ‌liner at the centre of 
an outbreak of hantavirus 
reached the Dutch port of 
Rotterdam on Monday, ma-
rine tracking sites said, where 
authorities prepared quaran-
tine arrangements for the 23 
crew and two medical staff 
remaining on board.

The Dutch-flagged MV 
Hondius had been carrying 
around 150 passengers and 
crew from 23 countries when 
a cluster of severe respiratory 
illnesses was first reported to 
the World ⁠Health Organiza-
tion on May 2.

Three people - a Dutch cou-
ple and a German national - 
have died since the start of the 
outbreak. 

The vessel, operated by 
Oceanwide Expeditions, had 
been stranded off Cape Verde, 
its intended final destination, 
earlier this month after au-
thorities barred passengers 
from going ashore due to the 
outbreak.

The WHO and the EU 
asked Spain to manage the 

evacuation at the Canary Is-
lands, after which the ship 
departed for Rotterdam with a 
skeleton crew and two addi-
tional medical staff.

Local port authorities said 
quarantine facilities had been 
set up for some of the non-
Dutch crew, though it was 
unclear if they would ‌stay 
there ⁠for the full recommend-
ed 42-day quarantine period. 
The vessel itself was to under-
go disinfection.

Hantavirus is primarily 
spread by rodents but can be 
transmitted between people in 
rare cases and after pro-
longed, close contact. Incuba-
tion can last about six weeks.

Crew, passengers who al-
ready left the ship and people 
in contact with them have 
been quarantined in ⁠several 
countries around the world.

Earthquake hits 
southwest China; 

thousands 
evacuated

BEIJING
 

A magnitude 5.2 earthquake 
struck China’s southwestern 
Guangxi region early on 
Monday, killing two people 
and forcing the evacuation of 
more than 7,000 residents in 
the city of Liuzhou. Authori-
ties launched emergency res-
cue operations following the 
quake and warned of possible 
transport disruptions as offi-
cials assessed the extent of 
the damage.

The earthquake hit Guangxi 
province during the early 
morning hours, shaking residen-
tial areas and triggering panic 
among residents in several parts 
of Liuzhou city. Local authori-
ties confirmed that at least two 
people lost their lives in the di-
saster, while several others were 
reported injured as rescue work-
ers continued searching affected 
areas for possible survivors.

Officials said more than 7,000 
residents were evacuated from 
buildings and neighborhoods 
considered vulnerable to struc-
tural damage. Emergency shel-
ters were set up to accommodate 
displaced families as local gov-
ernments coordinated relief and 
rescue efforts.

The tremor caused damage to 
homes, roads and public infra-
structure in parts of the region. 
Videos shared on social media 
showed cracked walls, fallen 
debris and frightened residents 
gathering in open spaces after 
the quake. Authorities warned 
that aftershocks could continue 
and advised residents to remain 
cautious.

Transport services in and 
around Liuzhou were also af-
fected following the earthquake. 
Railway operations and road 
traffic in certain areas experi-
enced disruptions as safety in-
spections were carried out on 
bridges, tunnels and transport 
network.

‘Israel intercepted 10 
vessels, contact lost with 23’
ISTANBUL

 
The organisers of a flotilla of aid 
‌vessels bound for Gaza said on 
Monday that Israeli forces had 
intercepted 10 of their boats and 
that contact had been lost with a 
total 23 vessels in the eastern 
Mediterranean.

Earlier on Monday, Israel's 
foreign ministry had said on X 
that it will not allow any breach 
of the lawful naval blockade on 
Gaza.

Ships from the Global Sumud 
Flotilla had set sail for a third 
time on Thursday from ⁠southern 
Turkey, after earlier attempts to 
deliver aid to Gaza were inter-
cepted by Israel in international 
waters.

Live video showed military 
vessels approaching the vessels 
on Monday.

Military vessels are currently 
intercepting our fleet and (Israe-
li) forces are boarding the first of 
our boats in broad daylight.
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MIAMI

Argentina captain Lionel 
Messi is pushing himself 
through an intense training 
programme as he gears up for 
the FIFA World Cup 2026, 
according to his Inter Miami 
and national teammate Rodri-
go de Paul. The veteran for-
ward, who continues to per-
form at a high level in Major 
League Soccer, is reportedly 
going beyond his regular club 
commitments to maintain 
peak physical condition.

De Paul revealed that Mes-
si has been following a struc-
tured double-session training 
plan for the past two to three 
months, designed specifically 
to prepare him for the de-
mands of another World Cup 
campaign. The programme is 
being carried out alongside a 
personal trainer, with both 
players reportedly committing 
fully to the additional work-
load.

De Paul explained that the 
training arrangement was mu-
tually agreed upon as part of 
Messi’s focused preparation 
strategy. He said the sessions 
go beyond what is required at 
club level, highlighting the 
Argentine skipper’s determi-
nation to stay at the highest 
competitive standard even 
in the later stages of his ca-
reer.

“Between two and 
three months ago, we had 
a training plan beyond 
what we do at the club 
and we give it our all,” 
De Paul was quoted as 
saying, adding that both 
players are fully commit-
ted to the demanding 
schedule.

Despite being 38, 
Messi continues to de-
liver impressive perfor-
mances for Inter Miami 
in the 2026 MLS season. 
He has already scored 12 
goals in 12 matches and pro-
vided six assists, underlining 
his enduring influence on the 

pitch.
In his latest outing, Messi 

contributed a goal and an as-
sist in Inter Miami’s 2-0 vic-
tory over Portland Timbers, 
further boosting their position 
in the league standings. The 
club currently sits second in 
the table with 28 points from 
14 matches, just two points 
behind leaders Nashville.

With the World Cup ap-
proaching, Messi’s prepara-
tions appear firmly on track 
as he aims to guide Argentina 
in defending their title on 
football’s biggest stage.

Iran begin final WC prep in Turkey
Iran’s national football team has departed for Turkey to play a final friendly match

TEHRAN

Iran’s national football team 
left for Antalya, Turkey on 
Monday as they step up 
preparations for the 2026 
FIFA World Cup, which will 
be jointly hosted by the Unit-
ed States, Mexico, and Cana-
da. The squad is scheduled to 
play a final friendly match 
before travelling to the United 
States for the global tourna-
ment, Iranian media reported.

According to reports, the 
travelling squad includes 22 
domestic-based players along 
with the coaching staff. Head 
coach Amir Ghalenoei con-
firmed that the team will also 
complete visa-related formal-
ities for entry into the United 
States while staying in Tur-

key.
The team’s World Cup par-

ticipation comes against a po-
litically sensitive backdrop, 
with a fragile ceasefire still 
holding between Iran and the 
United States following a 40-

day conflict that began earlier 
this year. Diplomatic relations 
between the two nations have 
remained strained since 1980, 
when the US severed ties af-
ter the Islamic Revolution and 
the hostage crisis at its em-

bassy in Tehran.
Iran are expected to play 

two warm-up matches in An-
talya, including a confirmed 
fixture against The Gambia 
on May 29. Officials involved 
in arranging the friendlies 
said discussions are ongoing 
for additional matches to fine-
tune preparations ahead of the 
tournament.

However, logistical chal-
lenges remain. Iranian Foot-
ball Federation president Me-
hdi Taj stated that no US visas 
have yet been issued for the 
squad, and players may need 
to complete fingerprinting 
procedures in Turkey as part 
of the application process. 
Authorities are also trying to 
avoid additional travel be-
tween Antalya and Ankara to 

streamline formalities.
FIFA secretary general Mat-

tias Grafström recently held 
discussions with Iranian foot-
ball officials in Turkey, with 
both sides describing the 
meeting as positive and con-
structive. While details were 
not disclosed, the talks are 
believed to have focused on 
administrative and logistical 
arrangements for Iran’s par-
ticipation.

Once in the United States, 
Iran will base themselves in 
Tucson, Arizona, for their 
World Cup campaign. Drawn 
in Group G, they will open 
their tournament against New 
Zealand in Los Angeles on 
June 15, followed by matches 
against Belgium in Los Ange-
les and Egypt in Seattle.

Messi doubles 
training ahead of 
2026 World Cup

Argentina star Lionel 
Messi is reportedly 

following a rigorous 
double training routine 

beyond club duties
Paris Saint-Germain suffered a surprise 2-1 defeat to Paris 

FC in their final Ligue 1 match

PSG stunned by Paris FC as 
Lille reach Champions League

PARIS

Fresh off lifting the Ligue 1 
title, Paris Saint-Germain 
ended their domestic cam-
paign on a disappointing note 
after falling 2-1 to city neigh-
bours Paris FC. The defeat 
came in their final league out-
ing before the UEFA Champi-
ons League final against Ar-
senal, adding an unexpected 
setback to an otherwise dom-
inant season.

PSG had already secured a 
record-extending 14th French 
league title earlier in the week 
with a win over Lens and 
were officially presented with 
the trophy before kickoff at 
the Stade Jean-Bouin. Head 
coach Luis Enrique fielded a 
strong lineup as he looked to 
fine-tune preparations ahead 
of the European final in Bu-
dapest on May 30.

However, concerns arose 
when star forward Ousmane 
Dembélé was forced off be-
fore the half-hour mark in 
what appeared to be a fitness 
scare. While PSG took the 
lead early in the second half 
through Bradley Barcola, the 
match turned dramatically in 
the closing stages.

Substitute Alimami Gory 

struck twice for Paris FC, in-
cluding a stoppage-time win-
ner that handed the newly 
promoted side an impressive 
2-1 victory. Despite the loss, 
PSG remain focused on their 
Champions League final, 
where they will attempt to de-
fend their European crown.

“It has been a tricky end to 
the season, but now we have 
two weeks to prepare for the 
biggest match in our history,” 
said Luis Enrique, while 
downplaying concerns over 
Dembélé’s condition and at-
tributing his substitution to 
fatigue.

Elsewhere, Lille secured a 
return to the Champions 
League by finishing third, de-
spite a 2-0 defeat to Auxerre. 

Their qualification was con-
firmed after Lyon suffered a 
heavy 4-0 loss to Lens, leav-
ing them fourth and forced 
into the qualifying rounds.

Marseille also booked Eu-
ropean football with a 3-1 win 
over Rennes, while other 
qualification and relegation 
battles went down to the wire 
across a dramatic final night. 
Monaco lost a thrilling 5-4 
contest against Strasbourg, 
and Nice were pushed into a 
relegation play-off after a 
goalless draw with Metz.

The Ligue 1 finale deliv-
ered high drama across the 
table, but PSG’s shock defeat 
provided the standout surprise 
ahead of their continental 
showdown.

India eye redemption 
against France challenge at 

Malaysia Masters
KUALA LUMPUR

Indian badminton players will 
be aiming for redemption as 
they prepare to face familiar 
French rivals once again at 
the Malaysia Masters Super 
500 tournament starting Tues-
day in Kuala Lumpur. The 
fresh India-France contest 
comes just weeks after India 
suffered a disappointing 
0-3 defeat to France 
in the Thomas Cup 
semifinals in Hors-
ens, Denmark.

In that encounter, 
India lost all three 
s ing les  matches , 
eventually settling for a 
bronze medal finish. This 
time, several Indian singles 
players will once again come 
up against French opposition, 
setting the stage for another 
high-stakes battle.

HS Prannoy will face 
Christo Popov, while Tharun 
Mannepalli is set to take on 
Toma Junior Popov. Kiran 
George faces a tough chal-
lenge against seventh seed 
Alex Lanier. Meanwhile, 
Lakshya Sen, who missed the 
Thomas Cup semifinal due to 
an elbow injury, returns to ac-
tion and will open his cam-
paign against Indonesia’s 
Moh Zaki Ubaidillah.

In men’s doubles, Hariha-

ran Amsakarunan and MR 
Arjun will look to make an 

impact as they face the 
French pair of Chris-

to Popov and Toma 
Junior Popov in a 
challenging open-
er. The Indian pair 
will be keen to 

make a strong state-
ment after missing out 

on opportunities in the previ-
ous team event.

The women’s singles draw 
also presents tough fixtures 
for Indian players. Tanvi 
Sharma takes on Thailand’s 
Pitchamon Opatniputh, while 
sixth seed Unnati Hooda faces 
China’s Han Qian Xi. Malvi-
ka Bansod meets Germany’s 
Yvonne Li, and Anmol Kharb 
will play eighth seed Line 
Højmark Kjærsfeldt of Den-
mark.

Rakshitha Sree Santhosh 
Ram is up against Japan’s 
Natsuki Nidaira, while Ishara-
ni Baruah faces a difficult 
clash against fifth seed Line 
Christophersen of Denmark. 

Indian shuttlers are 
set for another 
showdown with 

French opponents at 
the Malaysia Masters 

Super 50

BUCHAREST

Indian Grandmaster R Pragg-
nanandhaa played out a solid 
draw against Dutch player 
Jorden Van Foreest in the 
fourth round of the Superbet 
Chess Classic, while Germa-
ny’s Vincent Keymer pro-
duced a commanding victory 
to move into sole lead in the 
elite tournament.

With one win against Alire-
za Firouzja and three draws 
so far,  Praggnanandhaa 
moved to 2.5 points out of a 
possible four. Despite holding 
steady in the standings, the 
Indian teenager missed an op-
portunity to break into the 
sole lead group as the top 
board battles intensified.

In his game against Van 
Foreest, Praggnanandhaa, 
playing with black pieces, 
navigated an irregular open-
ing comfortably and quickly 
equalised. Van Foreest, steadi-
ly improving in the world 
rankings and now inside the 
top 20, attempted to press for 
a win in the middlegame but 
failed to create decisive 
chances. After a series of ac-
curate exchanges from both 
sides, the players repeated 
moves and agreed to a draw 
after 35 moves.

Elsewhere, Keymer deliv-
ered the standout performance 
of the round, defeating 
France’s Maxime Vachier-La-
grave with precision and ag-
gression. After steering the 
game into an English Attack 
against the Najdorf Sicilian, 
the German star capitalised on 
weaknesses on the kingside 
and launched a strong central 
breakthrough.

Keymer soon gained a ma-
terial advantage by winning a 
rook for a bishop and main-
tained pressure as Vachier-La-
grave faltered under time and 
positional stress. The French 
grandmaster’s decisive mis-
take in the middlegame al-
lowed Keymer to convert his 
advantage efficiently, sealing 
the game in just 38 moves and 
pushing him to 3 points.

In other matches, Anish 
Giri drew with Javokhir 
Sindarov, while Wesley So 
was held by Deac Bog-
dan-Daniel. Firouzja’s game 
against Fabiano Caruana was 
postponed due to health con-
cerns.

With Keymer now leading 
the table and several players 
closely bunched behind, the 
Superbet Chess Classic re-
mains finely poised heading 
into the next round.

Praggnanandhaa held by Van 
Foreest as Keymer takes sole 

lead at Superbet Chess Classic

Indian Grandmaster R 
Praggnanandhaa was held to a draw 

by Jorden Van Foreest in Round 4

NEWTOWN

Aaron Rai etched his name into golfing histo-
ry after winning the PGA Championship at 
Aronimink Golf Club, delivering a clutch-
filled final round that showcased both compo-
sure and brilliance under pressure. The 
31-year-old Englishman carded a 5-under-par 
65 to finish at 9-under 271, securing a three-
shot victory over Spain’s Jon Rahm and Amer-
ican Alex Smalley.

R a i produced a spec-
tacu- lar finish to his 

round, highlighted by a 40-foot eagle putt on 
the ninth hole that ignited his charge. He fol-
lowed it up with four birdies on the back nine 
before sealing the championship with a re-
markable 68½-foot birdie putt on the 17th 
hole, effectively ending the contest.

The victory marks a historic milestone, as 
Rai becomes the first English golfer since Jim 
Barnes in 1919 to win the PGA Championship. 
It also represents his first major title, having 
previously not finished better than tied 19th in 
any of the sport’s biggest events.

Rai, who started the final round in a crowd-
ed chasing pack, held his nerve as others fal-
tered, showcasing remarkable consistency in 

the closing stretch of the tournament. 
Ranked 44th in the world entering the week, 

he had one PGA Tour win and three DP 
World Tour titles prior to this breakthrough.

Beyond the achievement, Rai’s triumph car-
ried emotional significance due to his multi-
cultural background. His father is of Indian 
ancestry, while his mother has Kenyan roots, 
and Rai has often spoken about proudly repre-

senting all three identities.
“I’m very proud of England, but also 
very proud of India and Kenya,” Rai 

said. “I see myself as a mix of all 
three, and that means a lot to me.”

A major influence in his journey 
has been his wife, Indian profes-
sional golfer Gaurika Bishnoi, 
whose advice and support have 
played a vital role in his prepara-
tion and mindset. Rai revealed that 
even casual conversations, includ-
ing one during a car ride before 
the final round, helped shape his 
approach on the course.

The couple’s light-hearted cel-
ebration plans reflected Rai’s 
grounded nature, even after 
achieving one of golf’s biggest 

honours. His victory earned wide-
spread praise from fellow profession-

als, who highlighted his relentless work eth-
ic and discipline as key to his success.

AARON RAI WINS MAIDEN PGA 
CHAMPIONSHIP, PROUDLY EMBRACES 

INDIAN AND KENYAN ROOTS

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander wins 
back-to-back NBA MVP awards
OKLAHOMA CITY

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
capped another remarkable 
season by winning the NBA’s 
Most Valuable Player award 
for the second consecutive 
year, further cementing his sta-
tus as one of basketball’s elite 
stars. The Oklahoma City 
Thunder guard became only 
the 14th player in NBA history 
to win back-to-back MVP 
honours.

The Canadian superstar led 
the defending NBA champions 
through another dominant 
campaign and was rewarded 
by voters after playing a cen-
tral role in Oklahoma City’s 
success. Gilgeous-Alexander 
received 83 of the 100 first-
place votes, comfortably fin-
ishing ahead of Denver Nug-
gets star Nikola Jokic and San 
Antonio Spurs sensation Vic-
tor Wembanyama.

Speaking during a celebra-
tion at the Thunder practice 
facility surrounded by team-
mates, Gilgeous-Alexander 
stressed that the achievement 
belonged to the entire team 
rather than himself alone.

“Basketball is obviously a 
team sport. All the accolades 
and numbers wouldn’t matter if 
we weren’t winning games,” he 
said. The 27-year-old became 
the 18th player in league histo-
ry to win at least two MVP 
awards. His victory also ex-
tended a notable international 
streak, marking the eighth con-
secutive year that a non-Amer-
ican player has claimed the 
NBA’s top individual honour.

Gilgeous-Alexander aver-
aged 31.1 points per game this 
season, second only to Luka 
Doncic, while continuing his 

NBA-record streak of regu-
lar-season games with at least 
20 points. He also won the 
NBA’s Clutch Player of the 
Year award earlier this season 
after repeatedly delivering in 
close contests.

Thunder  coach Mark 
Daigneault praised his star 
player’s maturity, leadership 
and steady growth, saying 
Gilgeous-Alexander had re-
fined every aspect of his game 
whi le  remaining 
grounded  and 
team-oriented.

The  MVP 
race once again 
highlighted the 
dominance of in-
ternational stars 
in the NBA. Jok-
ic finished sec-
ond after anoth-
er extraordinary 
season in which 
he averaged a 
triple-double, 
while French 
phenom Wem-
banyama came 
third.

Gilgeous-Alexander’s latest 
honour comes as Oklahoma 
City prepares for the Western 
Conference finals against San 
Antonio. NBA commissioner 
Adam Silver is expected to 
formally present the trophy 
before Game 1, adding another 
milestone to an already histor-
ic year for the Thunder leader.
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‘ARCs strengthening India’s financial ecosystem’
NEW DELHI

 
India’s financial system has 
become stronger and more 
stable due to the growing 
role of asset reconstruction 
companies  (ARCs) ,  M 
Nagaraju, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Financial Services, 
said on Monday. Addressing 
an industry gathering during 
ASREC logo launch event in 
the national capital, he said 
ARCs have emerged as a 
key pillar of the country’s 
financial ecosystem by help-
ing banks and financial in-
stitutions resolve stressed 

assets efficiently.
ARCs play a major role in 

acquiring non-performing 
assets (NPAs) from banks 
and restoring confidence in 
the banking system, he said.
These inst i tut ions help 

banks clean up their balance 
sheets, improve liquidity and 
focus on fresh lending activ-
ities that support economic 
growth, he added.

He noted that India’s fi-
nancial sector has undergone 
major transformation over 
the years with continuous 
efforts towards transparency, 
accountability and financial 
stability.

The government and regu-
lators have consistently act-
ed in the national interest to 
address stressed assets and 
maintain financial disci-
pline, Nagaraju stated.High-

lighting recent developments 
in the sector, Nagaraju said 
stronger institutional coop-
eration, improved frame-
works and better networks 
have placed the industry in a 
stronger position for future 
growth.

He also thanked stake-
holders, including leadership 
teams and partner institu-
tions such as Union Bank of 
India and Bank of India, for 
their support and coopera-
tion.The DFS Secretary said 
ARCs provide mult iple 
mechanisms for debt resolu-
tion, including debt restruc-

turing, enforcement of secu-
rity interests and debt-to-eq-
uity conversions.He added 
that ARCs complement the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) by offering an 
alternative and often faster 
route for resolving stressed 
assets.

At the same time, Nagara-
ju acknowledged that the 
ARC sector continues to 
face challenges such as lim-
ited capital availability, reg-
ulatory overlaps, prolonged 
litigation and valuation mis-
matches between banks and 
ARCs.

KEY PILLAR OF FIN ECOSYSTEM

QUICK READ
US-Iran war: Bitcoin 
price drops to two-

week low

Realme 16T 5G with  
AI cam set for 

 India debut

Sensex, Nifty recover 
from day’s lows to end 

flat

New Delhi
Bitcoin slid to its weakest 
level in May on Monday 
over escalating macroe-

conomic concerns tied to 
the US Iran conflict, caus-
ing overall crypto market 

weakness. The world’s 
largest cryptocurrency 

dropped to $76,711 before 
it recovered some losses 
to trade at $76,985.11 as 
of 2.25 pm. Major digital 
assets such as Ether and 
Solana also traded lower. 

Nearly $500 million of 
long positions were liqui-

dated within about 15 
minutes during early 

Asian trading hours, ac-
cording to multiple re-

ports. US listed spot Bit-
coin exchange traded 

funds saw over $1 billion 
in outflows last week, the 

first such occurrence 
since late January, traders 

said. Surge in oil prices 
and bond yields led to 
Asian equities trading 

lower and traders fleeing 
riskier assets.

New Delhi
The camera is no longer a 
feature on a smartphone. 
For a growing number of 

Indian consumers, it is the 
reason to buy one. Cam-
era quality has become 
one of the leading pur-

chase criteria among Indi-
an smartphone buyers 
and with nearly 80 per 
cent of users engaging 
with social media daily, 
according to a report by 

Market Research Future, a 
smartphone with excep-
tional camera qualities 

has become a must. To-
day’s users are actively 

looking for a phone with 
good camera quality, a 
phone for photography, 

and a phone for clear 
photos that can capture 

every moment with preci-
sion and detail. Plus, with 
the AI boom, the question 

brands are now being 
asked is not just how 

many megapixels? but 
what does the AI do with 

them?

Mumbai
Indian equity benchmarks 

erased most of their in-
tra-day losses to end 

marginally higher on Mon-
day, aided by strong buy-
ing in information tech-

nology stocks even as in-
vestors continued to track 

developments in West 
Asia. The benchmark Nif-
ty closed 6.45 points, or 
0.03 per cent, higher at 

23,649.95, while the Sen-
sex gained 77.05 points, or 
0.10 per cent, to settle at 
75,315.04. Both indices 
had traded in negative 
territory for most of the 

session before recovering 
in late trade. Commenting 
on Nifty technical outlook, 
market experts said that 

the 23,700 level now 
stands as an immediate 

resistance area.

GE Aerospace expands India 
footprint with Rs 100 cr Pune unit
In 3 years, the aerospace major's investments in the facility, which makes critical components for 

commercial aircraft engines, total D510 crore
NEW DELHI

 
US-based aerospace engine 
manufacturer GE Aerospace 
announced on Monday that it 
will invest Rs 100 crore in its 
manufacturing facility in 
Pune to expand production 
capabilities and upgrade in-
frastructure.According to the 
company, the latest invest-
ment will be used to introduce 
new welding technologies, 
advanced inspection systems, 
precision tools, gauges and 
fixtures at the Pune facility. 
Additional infrastructure up-
grades are also planned to 
help increase production ca-
pacity and improve manufac-
turing efficiency as the com-
pany continues scaling up 
operations in the country.

With the fresh investment, 
GE Aerospace’s total commit-
ment to the Pune facility has 

now crossed Rs 510 crore 
over the past three years. The 
company stated that Rs 410 
crore of that amount had al-
ready been invested during 
the last two years as part of its 
long-term expansion strategy 
in India.The Pune manufac-
turing plant plays a critical 
role in GE Aerospace’s global 
supply chain and produces 
essential components used in 
several major commercial air-
craft engine programmes. 

These include the GE90, 
GEnx and GE9X engine se-
ries, as well as LEAP engines 
manufactured by CFM Inter-
national, a joint venture be-
tween GE Aerospace and Sa-
fran.Company officials said 
the investment reflects GE 
Aerospace’s broader strategy 
of strengthening India’s aero-
space manufacturing ecosys-
tem while also supporting 
workforce development. 
Since 2015, the Pune facility 

has trained more than 5,000 
production associates, con-
tributing to the development 
of skilled talent in the avia-
tion manufacturing sector.

The company added that 
the continued expansion of 
operations is expected to cre-
ate additional apprenticeship 
programmes and employment 
opportunities, not only within 
GE Aerospace but also across 
its supplier network and part-
ner industries.The Pune facil-
ity currently works with more 
than 300 local suppliers and 
forms part of a much larger 
network of over 2,200 GE 
Aerospace suppliers operating 
across India. The company 
said this supplier ecosystem 
has become increasingly im-
portant in supporting both 
domestic manufacturing and 
global export operations.

GE Aerospace also high-

lighted its longstanding rela-
tionship with India’s aviation 
and defence sectors. The com-
pany’s defence engines and 
systems power several aircraft 
platforms operated by the In-
dian Air Force and the Indian 
Navy. In the commercial avi-
ation sector, more than 1,400 
GE and CFM engines are cur-
rently used in aircraft operat-
ed by Indian airlines.The lat-
est investment announcement 
comes as India continues to 
position itself as a major 
global manufacturing and 
aerospace hub. Industry ex-
perts believe that increased 
fo re ign  inves tmen t  in 
high-technology manufactur-
ing sectors such as aerospace 
could help strengthen India’s 
industrial capabilities, gener-
ate skilled employment and 
support the country’s long-
term aviation growth plans.

India targets $2 trillion exports in 5 years: Goyal
NEW DELHI

 
Union Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal said on Monday 
that India is aiming to achieve 
exports worth $2 trillion with-
in the next five years, while 
setting a target of $1 trillion 
in exports for the financial 
year 2026-27. The minister 
said India continues to remain 
a strong economic performer 
despite ongoing geopolitical 
tensions and uncertainty in 
global markets.Speaking at an 
event, Goyal highlighted that 
India’s total exports of goods 
and services reached a record 
high of $863 billion during 
the financial year 2025-26. 

He said the achievement 
came despite disruptions 
caused by global trade ten-
sions, including tariff-related 
uncertainties linked to the 
United States and continuing 
geopolitical conflicts such as 
the war in Ukraine and ten-
sions in West Asia arising 
from the Iran conflict.

The minister noted that In-

dia’s growing network of free 
trade agreements has signifi-
cantly expanded the country’s 
access to global markets. Ac-
cording to Goyal, India’s 
FTAs now cover more than 
two-thirds of global trade, 
strengthening export opportu-
nities for Indian industries 
across sectors.He announced 
that India’s Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment with Oman is expected 
to come into force on June 1. 
India and Oman signed the 
agreement in December 2025 
after several rounds of nego-
tiations that began in Novem-
ber 2023. The deal provides 
duty-free access for most In-
dian exports, including tex-

tiles, to the Omani market.
Under the agreement, India 

will receive zero-duty access 
on more than 98 per cent of 
Oman’s tariff lines, covering 
over 99 per cent of Indian ex-
ports by value. In return, In-
dia will reduce tariffs on ap-
proximately 78 per cent of its 
tariff lines, covering nearly 95 
per cent of imports from 
Oman. Sensitive sectors will 
continue to receive protection 
mainly through tariff-rate 
quota mechanisms.Officials 
stated that bilateral trade be-
tween India and Oman 
reached $10.61 billion during 
2024-25, representing an in-
crease of 18.6 per cent com-
pared to the previous year. 
The government expects the 
agreement to further strength-
en trade and investment ties 
between the two countries.
Goyal also pointed out that 
India has already operation-
alised major trade agreements 
with countries and blocs in-
cluding the United Arab 
Emirates, Australia and the 

European Free Trade Associ-
ation. He added that agree-
ments with the European 
Union and the United King-
dom are also expected to be-
come operational later this 
year after legal ratification 
procedures are completed.

The minister said these 
agreements would help Indian 
exporters gain wider market 
access and improve the coun-
try’s position in global trade 
networks. He added that addi-
tional FTAs currently under-
going legal processes would 
gradually begin contributing 
to export growth in the com-
ing months.During the event, 
Goyal also released the Logis-
tics Ease Across Different States 
report for 2025 and participated 
in the Logistics Excellence, Ad-
vancements and Performance 
Shield awards ceremony. He 
emphasized that reducing logis-
tics costs has become an import-
ant national priority aimed at 
improving India’s competitive-
ness in international trade and 
manufacturing.

‘AI-driven cybersecurity threats 
could endanger market Integrity’
MUMBAI

 
Tuhin Kanta Pandey has 
identified artificial intelli-
gence-driven cybersecurity 
threats as one of the biggest 
risks facing India’s financial 
markets, warning that vulner-
abilities in software systems 
could seriously undermine 
market integrity.

Pandey said current con-
cerns regarding artificial in-
telligence are focused more 
on cybersecurity risks than on 
fears of market manipulation 
or algorithmic trading disrup-
tions. 

He explained that modern 
financial markets rely exten-
sively on software infrastruc-
ture, making them highly 
vulnerable to cyberattacks if 
weaknesses in those systems 
are not addressed quickly.

According to the SEBI 
chief, any successful cyberat-

tack targeting financial mar-
ket systems could have severe 
consequences for investor 
confidence, operational sta-
bility and the overall integrity 
of the market ecosystem. 

He emphasized that regula-
tors and market participants 
must take preventive mea-
sures to strengthen digital se-
curity frameworks before 
vulnerabilities can be exploit-
ed.

Pandey stressed that all 
software systems used in the 
financial sector, including 
those developed by third-par-
ty vendors, must undergo 
strong security checks and 
regular updates. 

He said aggressive patch 
management practices and 
extensive vulnerability as-
sessments are necessary to 
ensure that weaknesses in 
software systems are identi-
fied and resolved immediate-

ly.The SEBI chairman also 
highlighted the importance of 
conventional cybersecurity 
tools in detecting and pre-
venting attacks, even as arti-
ficial intelligence technolo-
gies become increasingly so-
phisticated. He said market 
institutions should adopt a 
proactive approach toward 
cybersecurity rather than re-
acting only after incidents 
occur.His comments come at 
a time when governments, 
regulators and technology ex-
perts worldwide are express-
ing growing concern about 
the rapid advancement of AI 
systems capable of identify-
ing and exploiting software 
vulnerabilities autonomously. 
Experts warn that increasing-
ly advanced AI models could 
significantly raise the scale 
and speed of cyberattacks 
against financial institutions 
and critical infrastructure.

Indian fin institutions 
see surge in Deepfake-

based fraud attempt
NEW DELHI

 
Deepfake-enabled fraud, pow-
ered by artificial intelligence, is 
emerging as a new high impact 
attack vector that targets finan-
cial institutions, customers and 
transaction ecosystems, a report 
said on Monday.The report 
from Seqrite, the enterprise se-
curity arm of cybersecurity 
solutions provider Quick Heal 
Technologies Limited said AI 
driven impersonation attacks 
that use synthetic voice, video 
and identity manipulation are 
increasingly able to bypass tra-
ditional verification mecha-
nisms.Attackers can mimic ex-
ecutives, relationship managers, 
or customers with high accura-
cy, enabling fraudulent authori-
sations, account takeovers, and 
real-time payment manipula-
tion.These attacks are particu-
larly effective in environments 

where speed of transaction often 
outweighs verification depth, 
the report noted.Over 265.52 
million detections across more 
than 8 million endpoints were 
recorded between October 2024 
and September 2025 with an 
average of 505 detections every 
minute.Trojans accounted for 
about 43 per cent of detections 
and file infectors about 35 per 
cent, the report said, noting 
many campaigns relying on so-
cial engineering and identity 
deception to initiate compro-
mise.Financial institutions, by 
design, operate on trust-driven 
interactions across customers, 
vendors, and internal systems.
Deepfake-based fraud exploits 
this trust layer, embedding itself 
within legitimate communica-
tion channels such as calls, vid-
eo verifications, and approval 
workflows, making detection 
significantly more complex.

India’s hotel 
investments 

surge nearly 70% 
in 2025

NEW DELHI
 

India’s hospitality sector saw 
exceptional momentum in 
2025 with hotel investments 
of about $567 million across 
28 transactions, up 67% from 
the prior year, a report said on 
Monday.The report from 
commercial real estate ser-
vices firm JLL said institu-
tional capital and private eq-
uity accounted for 35% of 
transaction volume.It further 
highlighted that high net 
worth individuals and family 
offices followed at 27%, and 
listed hotel companies stood 
at 25%, reflecting a sophisti-
cated diversification of capital 
sources.Tier II and III cities 
captured roughly 40% of 
transaction volume and 71% 
of branded hotel signings con-
centrated in emerging cities, 
the report added.

BOI HIKES FD INTEREST RATES 
ON DEPOSITS BELOW RS 3 CR

NEW DELHI
 

Bank of India on Monday an-
nounced an increase in inter-
est rates on medium- and 
long-term fixed deposits of 
less than Rs 3 crore, effective 
today.According to the state-
owned lender, the revised in-
terest rate for fixed deposits 
with tenures ranging from one 
year to less than two years has 
been increased to 6.50% per 
annum.For deposits with ma-
turities between two years and 
less than three years, the in-
terest rate has been revised to 
6.60%, while three-year fixed 
deposits will now offer 6.70% 
annually, the bank said.Senior 
citizens and super senior citi-
zens will continue to receive 
additional interest benefits 
over and above the applicable 
rates, the public sector lender 
added.Senior citizens will get 
an additional 0.50% interest, 
while super senior citizens 
will receive an extra 0.65% 
on deposits with maturities 
ranging from six months to 

less than three years.
For fixed deposits with ma-

turities of three years and 
above, senior citizens and su-
per senior citizens will be eli-
gible for an additional interest 
of 0.75% and 0.90%, respec-
tively.The bank also said 
non-callable fixed deposits 
above Rs 1 crore with a min-
imum tenure of one year will 
attract an additional 0.15% 
interest per annum.

However, loan against fixed 
deposits and premature with-
drawal facilities will be avail-
able only for callable depos-
its.Customers can open fixed 
deposits through any Bank of 
India branch as well as via the 
BOI Omni Neo mobile appli-
cation and internet banking 
platform, the lender said.

Maruti Suzuki begins production 
at 2nd Kharkhoda plant

NEW DELHI
 

A leading automobile firm, 
Maruti Suzuki India, on Mon-
day said it has commenced 
commercial production at the 
second plant of its Kharkhoda 
manufacturing facility in Hary-
ana.According to the automo-
bile company, the second plant 
has an annual production ca-
pacity of 2.5 lakh units, taking 
the total capacity at the Khark-
hoda facility to 5 lakh units per 
annum.With the latest expan-
sion, Maruti Suzuki’s overall 
annual production capacity 
across its manufacturing facili-
ties in Gurugram, Manesar and 
Kharkhoda in Haryana, along 

with Hansalpur in Gujarat, has 
increased to 26.5 lakh units.The 
company said that once fully 
operational, the Kharkhoda fa-
cility will become one of Suzu-
ki’s largest four-wheeler manu-
facturing hubs globally, with a 
total production capacity of 10 
lakh vehicles annually.The au-
tomaker had earlier outlined 
plans to add 5 lakh units of pro-
duction capacity during 
FY2026-27, and the commis-
sioning of the second Kharkho-
da plant is in line with that 
strategy.Currently, Maruti Su-
zuki manufactures the compact 
SUV Brezza and the mid-size 
SUV Victoris at the Kharkhoda 
facility.

Symphony 
shares hit 

15-month low 
after it swings 
into loss in Q4

MUMBAI
 

Shares of Symphony Limited 
fell as much as 8 per cent on 
Monday, marking their big-
gest single-day decline since 
February 2025, after the 
company reported a consoli-
dated net loss for the fourth 
quarter (Q4) of FY26 due to 
large impairment charges 
linked to its Australian busi-
ness operations.The stock 
was trading 7.47 per cent 
lower to Rs 725. 5 during 
noon trade. Shares of the 
company have declined 11 
per cent over the last one 
month, are down 21 per cent 
so far in 2026, and have cor-
rected nearly 45 per cent 
from their recent 52-week 
high of Rs 1,309.Symphony 
reported a consolidated net 
loss of Rs 218 crore for the 
March quarter, compared to a 
net profit of Rs 79 crore in 
the same period last financial 
year (Q4 FY25).
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DHARAMSHALA

Punjab Kings skipper Shreyas 
Iyer admitted that the match 
slipped away in the power-
play as Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru delivered an ex-
plosive start and maintained 
control to secure a 23-run 
win, sealing their place in the 
IPL 2026 playoffs. The 
high-scoring encounter at 
Dharamshala saw RCB post a 
commanding 222 for four be-
fore restricting PBKS to 199 
for eight in their chase.

Iyer pointed to early set-

backs 
as the 
decisive 
factor in 
the con-

test. He said Punjab Kings 
failed to capitalize on key 
moments with the ball and 
could not break RCB’s mo-
mentum during the initial 
overs, which allowed the op-
position to build a strong 
foundation for a big total.

“Obviously, they got off to 
a great start and then started 
taking on the bowlers right 
after the powerplay. I think 
getting to 222 was a 
c o m - mendable 
perfor- mance and 
w e w e r e n ' t 
able to take wick-
e t s in the bowling 

that much, but 
yeah, I think the 

match was lost in 
the powerplay,” Iyer 

said.
The Punjab skipper 

also rued the early dis-
missals in the chase, not-
ing that his side’s usual 

strong starts from Prabhsim-
ran Singh and Priyansh Arya 
were missing in this game. He 
acknowledged his own early 
wicket as a further setback 
that disrupted the chase.

“We were three down and 
the majority of our run scor-
ers were Prabhsimran and Pri-
yansh.  

IPL PLAYOFFS RACE GOES 
DOWN TO FINAL WEEK

The IPL 2026 playoff race has entered a dramatic final phase with 
seven teams fighting for just three remaining spots

NEW DELHI

The Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2026 is heading into a 
tense finish to the league 
stage, with seven teams still 
in contention for the remain-
ing three playoff berths. Roy-
al Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) have already secured 
their place in the top four fol-
lowing a crucial win over 
Punjab Kings, but the race 
behind them remains wide 
open and mathematically 
complex.

With only a few league 
matches left, the battle for 
qualification has intensified, 
and net run rate is expected to 
play a decisive role in several 
cases. Gujarat Titans, led by 
Shubman Gill, are in the 
strongest position among the 
chasing pack and need just 
one more win from their re-
maining fixtures to guarantee 
qualification. Even in the 

worst-case scenario, they are 
likely to stay ahead due to a 
healthy points buffer.

Sunrisers Hyderabad also 
remain well placed, with two 
wins potentially taking them 
to 18 points and a strong 
chance of a top-two finish. 
Even one win could be 
enough depending on other 

results, thanks to their superi-
or net run rate.

Punjab Kings, however, 
face a must-win situation after 
their defeat to RCB. Their 
maximum possible tally is 
now limited, meaning they 
must win their final game and 
depend on multiple results go-
ing their way. Rajasthan Roy-

als and Chennai Super Kings 
are in similar must-win sce-
narios, with both sides need-
ing strong finishes to avoid 
elimination or a net run rate 
battle.

Delhi Capitals are in the 
most difficult position, with 
only one match remaining and 
a maximum of 14 points pos-
sible. Their qualification 
hopes depend heavily on oth-
er teams collapsing while also 
requiring a big win to over-
come a poor net run rate.

Meanwhile, Kolkata Knight 
Riders remain in contention 
but need consistent results in 
their final matches to stay 
alive in the race. With only 
Mumbai Indians and Luc-
know Super Giants already 
eliminated, the final week 
promises high-stakes encoun-
ters, shifting equations, and 
possible last-over drama as 
teams fight for survival in IPL 
2026.

BCCI mulls shift of U-23 50-
over tournament to T20 format
NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) is 
considering a major structural 
change to its domestic path-
way programme, with plans 
to convert the Under-23 
men’s 50-over national tour-
nament into the T20 format 
from the 2026–27 season. The 
proposed shift is still at a pre-
liminary stage, and the board 
is expected to consult state 
associations and other key 
stakeholders before taking a 
final decision.

It is learnt that the board 
will seek opinions of state as-
sociations and former players, 
along with other respected 
voices in Indian cricket, be-
fore implementing any 
change. Officials indicated 
that feedback will be collect-
ed over the coming months as 
part of a broader review of 
domestic structures.

The tournament, currently 
known as the State A Cham-
pionship, is divided into Elite 
and Plate divisions, following 
the existing domestic struc-
ture. Tamil Nadu are the de-
fending champions in the 

Elite category, while Megha-
laya hold the Plate division 
title from the previous season.

The corresponding Un-
der-23 red-ball competition 
continues to be played as the 
Col CK Nayudu Trophy, 
which remains an important 
platform for identifying 
long-format talent at the ju-
nior level. BCCI officials be-
lieve the possible shift could 
help better align age-group 
cricket with the modern de-
mands of the shortest format, 
given the rising prominence 

of T20 leagues globally and 
the need to prepare players 
for high-pressure situations. 
However, concerns remain 
among some administrators 
who feel that reducing 50-
over exposure at the U-23 
level may impact the develop-
ment of one-day skills and 
match temperament required 
for senior domestic cricket 
and international ODIs.

According to sources, the 
proposal is expected to be 
placed before the BCCI’s do-
mestic structure committee in 
the coming weeks, after 
which formal discussions 
with state associations will 
begin. Any final decision is 
likely to be taken ahead of the 
2026–27 domestic season 
schedule. If approved, the re-
vamped competition could 
mark another significant shift 
in India’s age-group cricket 
pathway system.

The BCCI has not issued an 
official statement yet and 
maintains that consultations 
are ongoing, with all options 
currently under consideration 
for the next phase of domestic 
cricket reforms. The review 
process continues across India. 

BCCI officials believe 
the possible shift could 
better align age-group 

cricket with modern 
T20 demands and 

global leagues

NEW DELHI

The Indian cricket selection commit-
tee is expected to hold key discussions 
over Rishabh Pant’s role as Test 
vice-captain when it meets in Guwa-

hati on Tuesday to pick the squads 
for the upcoming series against 
Afghanistan. There is a growing 
view within the BCCI that re-
lieving Pant of leadership re-
sponsibilities could help him 

concentrate more fully on 
his batting.

According to sources, the 
28-year-old wicketkeep-
er-batter has not looked 

entirely comfortable in 
leadership roles, with 
recent seasons at Luc-
know Super Giants in 
the IPL also being cit-

ed as evidence of 
similar struggles. 
The feeling among 

s o m e  d e c i -
sion-makers is 
that added 

responsi-
b i l i t y 

may 
b e 
af-

fecting his natural, aggressive batting 
style.

Pant had previously been entrusted 
with stand-in captaincy during a Test 
match against South Africa in Guwa-
hati last November in the absence of 
Shubman Gill. However, concerns 
were raised over his tactical deci-
sion-making in that game, which has 
reportedly added to the ongoing inter-
nal debate about whether he should 
continue in a formal leadership posi-
tion in the red-ball setup.

“Indian cricket cannot afford to lose 
a match-winner like Pant’s batting im-
pact. But there is a view that extra 
responsibility sometimes affects his 
decision-making at the crease,” a 
BCCI source said.

The committee is believed to be 
considering whether allowing Pant to 
play with greater freedom, without 
leadership pressure, could help unlock 
more consistent performances in Tests 
and ODIs. His form and role in the 
limited-overs setup are also under re-
view, especially with strong competi-
tion from Dhruv Jurel, Sanju Samson 
and Ishan Kishan for wicketkeeping 
slots.

Meanwhile, workload management 
discussions are also expected to influ-
ence selection decisions. Jasprit Bum-
rah’s participation in the Test and ODI 
series will depend on clearance from 
the medical team, with indications 

that he may be rested for the ODIs 
regardless of fitness status due to 
workload concerns. 

PANT 
MAY LOSE 

TEST VICE-
CAPTAINCY 

ROLE

Ponting seen alone on bench 
after defeat, R Ashwin calls 
it ‘POWERFUL PICTURE’

DHARAMSHALA

Punjab Kings’ dismal IPL 
2026 campaign took another 
emotional turn when head 
coach Ricky Ponting was seen 
sitting alone in the dugout af-
ter the team’s defeat to Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru in 
Dharamshala.  The loss 
marked PBKS’s sixth consec-
utive defeat, pushing them to 
the brink of elimination from 
the playoffs race and leaving 
both players and management 
searching for answers.

As the match ended, cam-
eras captured Ponting sitting 
quietly on the bench, reflect-
ing on a campaign that began 
with promise but has now 
unraveled in the second half. 
The visual quickly went vi-
ral, with former India spinner 
R Ashwin calling it a “pow-
erful picture” and expressing 
empathy for the veteran 
coach while also pointing out 
structural issues within the 
franchise.

Ashwin said Ponting ap-
peared burdened by the 
team’s slide in form and sug-
gested that Punjab Kings had 
lost control of a strong posi-
tion in the tournament. He 
noted that the franchise had 

been in contention for a top-
two finish earlier in the sea-
son before their recent col-
lapse.

“I saw a powerful picture 
on TV after the match. Ricky 
Ponting was sitting alone in 
the dugout. He must have a 
lot going on in his head,” 
Ashwin said, adding that the 
team had failed to capitalise 
on home advantage during 
crucial matches.

Ashwin also questioned 
Punjab Kings’ decision to use 
multiple home venues—Mul-
lanpur and Dharamshala—ar-
guing that the shift between 
conditions may have affected 
consistency. He said differ-
ences in pitch behaviour and 
altitude had a direct impact 
on performance, especially 
for young and overseas play-
ers adjusting to varying con-
ditions.

He further suggested that 
established IPL teams benefit 
from continuity at a single 
home venue, which helps 
players adapt better over 
time. 

According to him, Punjab’s 
inability to settle into one en-
vironment contributed to their 
decline during the crucial 
phase of the season.

Riyan Parag fumes after 
Rajasthan Royals’ defeat to DC

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Royals skipper Ri-
yan Parag did not hold back 
in the post-match presentation 
after his team suffered anoth-
er disappointing defeat to 
Delhi Capitals in IPL 2026, a 
result that has left their play-
off hopes hanging by a thread. 
The Royals, who have now 
lost four of their last five 
matches, missed a crucial op-
portunity to strengthen their 
position in the top four race.

Parag criticised Rajasthan’s 
batting, bowling, and fielding, 
calling the overall perfor-
mance “not up to the mark” 
and stressing that the team 
lacked the execution and en-
ergy required at this level.

“Pretty much everything, 
actually. We were in a pretty 
good space after 14 overs. Af-
ter I got out, we didn’t capi-
talise on that. It had to be 
220–230. As far as bowling is 
concerned, we just weren’t 
there. Very poor fielding as 
well,” Parag said.

He added that while some 
tactical decisions may have 
looked questionable from the 
outside, they were made 
based on match situations. 

However, he admitted 
that none of the plans 
worked and the 
team failed to 
deliver in key 
moments.

T h e  R R 
skipper further 
said the side has un-
derperformed in re-
cent matches and 
warned that continued 
poor displays would make 
them unworthy of a top-four 
finish.

“I feel if you want to win a 
trophy, you’ve got to be better 
than what we’ve done today. 
If we keep playing like this, 
we shouldn’t be in con-
tention for 
t h e  t o p 
four, ”  he 
said.

When re -
minded that 
Rajasthan still 
have a mathemat-
ical chance to quali-
fy, Parag made it clear 
he was not interested in 
depending on other results. 
He said the team had already 
wasted its chances and must 
now take full responsibility 
for the situation. 

IPL 2026: Shreyas Iyer says 
powerplay collapse cost 
Punjab Kings the match

Punjab Kings captain 
said his side lost the 

IPL 2026 clash against 
RCB after failing to 

take early wickets and 
losing momentum in 

the chase

No Government Funding, No RTI: CIC 
Rules BCCI Is Not a Public Authority

NEW DELHI

In a major ruling with wide 
implications for sports gover-
nance in India, the Central 
Information Commission 
(CIC) has held that the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) is not a “public au-
thority” under the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act, 2005. 
The decision effectively plac-
es the world’s richest cricket 
board outside the mandatory 
disclosure framework of the 
transparency law.

The order, issued by Infor-
mation Commissioner P.R. 
R a m e s h ,  c o n c l u d e s  a 
long-standing legal dispute 
that has moved through vari-
ous forums since 2018. Earli-
er, a CIC bench had declared 
the BCCI as a public authori-
ty, directing it to comply with 
RTI obligations. However, the 
matter was later challenged in 
court and remitted back for 
fresh examination in line with 
Supreme Court precedents.

In its latest ruling, the Com-
mission observed that the 
BCCI does not meet the re-
quirements under Section 2(h) 
of the RTI Act. It noted that 
the cricket board is a society 
registered under the Tamil 
Nadu Societies Registration 
Act and was not created by 
Parliament or established un-

der the Constitution.
The CIC also emphasised 

that there is no “deep or per-
vasive control” exercised by 
the government over the BC-
CI’s functioning. It further 
highlighted that the board op-
erates independently, generat-
ing its own revenue through 
broadcasting rights, sponsor-
ships, ticket sales, and com-
mercial partnerships, making 
it financially self-sufficient.

Importantly, the Commis-
sion clarified that indirect 
benefits such as tax exemp-
tions or regulatory conces-
sions cannot be treated as 
“substantial government fi-
nancing” under the RTI law. 
This interpretation played a 

key role in excluding the 
BCCI from the Act’s ambit.

In its observations, the CIC 
also referred to the BCCI’s 
evolution into a major global 
cricketing power driven by In-
dia’s commercial sports market 
and the Indian Premier League 
(IPL). It cautioned against as-
suming that state control is 
necessary for accountability in 
such ecosystems.

Relying on Supreme Court 
judgments, the ruling reaf-
firms that the BCCI operates 
as an independent private en-
tity. The Commission further 
stated that any alteration to its 
RTI coverage would need a 
change in law through legis-
lative action.

IPL 2026: Cooper Connolly 
Breaks Jayasuriya’s IPL Record 
DHARAMSHALA

Australian batter Cooper Con-
nolly shattered Sanath Jaya-
suriya’s 18-year-old IPL re-
cord despite Punjab Kings’ 
23-run defeat to Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru in a 
high-voltage IPL 2026 clash 
at the HPCA Stadium in Dha-
ramshala.

Connolly struck three sixes 
in his 37 off 22 balls, taking 
his season tally to 32 maxi-
mums and surpassing Jaya-
suriya’s long-standing mark 
of 31 sixes in a debut IPL sea-
son set in 2008. The young 
left-hander has now scored 
473 runs in 12 innings at an 
average of 47.30, emerging as 

Punjab Kings’ most consistent 
performer this season.

Batting first, RCB posted a 
commanding 222/4, powered 
by Virat Kohli’s composed 58 
and Venkatesh Iyer’s explo-
sive unbeaten 73*, which 
earned him Player of the 
Match. Tim David’s late 
flourish pushed the total be-
yond 220.

In reply, Punjab Kings 
managed 199/8 despite fight-
ing knocks from Shashank 
Singh and Marcus Stoinis. 
Rasikh Salam’s three-wicket 
haul and Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar’s early breakthroughs 
sealed RCB’s win and con-
firmed their place in the IPL 
2026 playoffs.


