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SPACE CELEBRATES VIKRAM-1's AAGAMAN

India's private space dream takes flight as Skyroot makes
giant leap into orbit with successfull launch of Vikram-1.

SRIHARIKOTA

Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace on Satur-
day successfully launched Vikram-1, India's
first privately developed orbital-class rocket,
marking a watershed moment for the country's

commercial space sector.

The Vikram-1 rocket lifted off from the First
Launch Pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC-SHAR) in Sriharikota, carrying a mix
of domestic and international customer pay-
loads on what the company had described as a

developmental flight.

The liftoff encountered a little hiccup as the
rocket blastoff was put on a "planned hold" just
minutes before the scheduled timing of 11:30
am by the mission control team. At 12:21 pm,
history was made when the mission was de-
clared successful as the commentators at the
launch site announced, "Hello, space. We have
arrived", with the injection of the payload in its
orbit. The liftoff has secured its place in the
history of India's space missions. The mission,
called 'Aagaman', marks the arrival of India's
private sector in the global launch business.

Skyroot joins elite group of global firms
Skyroot Aerospace has achieved something
that only a handful of private companies in the
world have managed to do. With Vikram-1
reaching orbit successfully, the Hyder-
abad-based startup has crossed a technological -
threshold that separates ambitious rocket projects
from genuine launch companies.

For India, it marks the arrival of a private
player in a domain that was, until recently, al-
most entirely the preserve of national space
agencies and just a handful of private compa-
nies. The most important thing Vikram-1 has
done is give Skyroot entry into the global
launch business. Launch services are one of the
few technology markets where a company
based in Hyderabad can compete for customers
in Germany, Japan, the Middle East or South-
east Asia without needing a local presence in
each of those countries. Satellite operators care
more about reliability, schedule, price and orbit

MISSION AAGAMAN

The numbers behind India's
Private Space Milestone

Vikram-1 stands
about 22 metres tall.

D India's first privately developed
orbital launch vehicle: Vikram-1
is the first completely privately
developed rocket designed to place
satellites into orbit. Its launch marks
amajor milestone in the country's
transition from government-led to
industry-led space missions.

o Canplaceupto350kg
into Low Earth Orbit.

¥

Three solid-fuel stages
— withaliquid-fuel
terminal module.

Skyroot became the
first Indian private
company to launchan B First orbital launch attempt by
a startup: Mission Aagaman is
‘ the maiden orbital test flight by

an Indian private company.

B India’s first all-carbon-com-

posite orbital rocket: Vikram-1
uses an all-carbon composite

\ structure instead of traditional rock-

et-grade steel, making it significant-
ly lighter and structurally stronger.

H ZPVXHL

orbital-class rocket.

I Mission Aagaman carried six
payloads, including
customer satellites and
technology demonstrations.

Skyroot Aerospace was
foundedin 2018 by

former ISRO scientists India opened its space sector

to private playersin 2020.

Pawan Kumar Chandana
and Naga Bharath Daka. B India’s first 100% 3D-printed
engine on an orbital vehicle:
Skyroot Tl?e Orbital AdjustcroLent ]'cv'ﬁd”le
became India’s T on Vikram-1is powered by a fully
first space-tech i ts!gg?;'g(‘;;%ﬁ: 3\” 3D-printed liquid engine.
unicorn, cross- from $8 billion to B India’s longest monolithic
inga 51:1 billion $44 billion by 2033. carbon composite rocket stage:
valuation. - - N The first stage of Vikram-1is the

country’s longest monolithic carbon
composite rocket stage. It showcas-
es advances in indigenous compos-
ite manufacturing and aerospace
engineering.

than location or nationality. 'Mission Aagaman' fol-
lows Vikram-S, the company's successful suborbit-
al launch in November 2022, from which Skyroot
says it validated nearly 80% of Vikram-1's technol-
ogy stack. The company is expected to undertake
one or two more developmental missions before
beginning full commercial operations.

Skyroot Aerospace is an Indian private space-tech
company headquartered in Hyderabad, famous for

10 historic firsts of India's

private orbital mission

E First ultra-low-shock Pneu-
matic Separation System:
Vikram-1 uses advanced pneu-
matic systems to separate rocket
stages and payload fairings, a first
for the Indian launch ecosystem.

D First private space debris re-
moval test: The payloads in-
cluded Cosmoserve’s EMBRACE
mission, which features robotic arm
technology for future active space
debris removal.

Micro art tribute to scientific
icons: The mission carried a
miniature gold rocket housing
micro-sculptures of Dr Vikram Sarab-
hai, Sir CV Raman, and Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, a unique fusion of art, science
and national scientific heritage.

First space-bound lab-grown
diamond: Vikram-1 carried
‘Cosmic Bloom’, a lab-grown
diamond, serving as a unique ar-
tistic and commercial payload.
D First orbital mission to carry
PM’s message: The rocket
transported an encoded mes-
sage ‘Vandee Matram’ from Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, extending
national pride and vision into space.

MISSION DETAILS

B LAUNCH: The four-stage Vikram-1 rocket lifted off from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

developing the Vikram series of launch vehicles.
Founded by former ISRO scientists, it is India’s

B PAYLOAD: It successfully carried and deployed six payloads,
including two satellites, into a 450-km low-Earth orbit (LEO).

first space-technology unicorn and focuses on pro-
viding fast, on-demand, and cost-effective launches
for small satellites.

B SIGNIFICANCE: The launch marks the first time an Indian
private firm has reached orbit, marking a watershed moment.

The milestone flight ‘Mission Aagaman’ cements India’s
position as a premier player in pvt global space launch market.

Planted India’s
aspirations in space:
Modi hails Skyroot

New Delhi: As celebrations filled
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
dialled Skyroot CEO Pawan Ku-
mar Chandana. Congratulating
the Skyroot team on the historic
feat, the PM told the young team,
"you have made India proud."
"You have planted India's aspi-
rations in space and have also
given roots to the dreams of the
youth," PM Modi told Chandana
as his team listened to the PM's
praise on speakerphone. Com-
mending the young team, Modi
said they had shown what India's
youth are capable of. Chandana
pointed out that the average age
of his team is 28 years. "Your
team has proved my faith in the
youth of India right.
Many doubted our
space dreams, but
this team has
shown that if
trusted, Indian
youth can do won-
ders," the PM told the
beaming team. Calling the mis-
sion a milestone for India's space
ambitions, Modi said it demon-
strated the country's growing
technological capabilities. "The
mission proves we can be At-
manirbhar," he said.

'Vande Mataram in space'
During the conversation, Chan-
dana told the PM, "Your card has
successfully reached orbit. Vande
Mataram is in space."

v BENGALURU HUBBALLI MANGALURU MYSURU KALABURAGI

Natlonal awards
Mammootty, Yami,
Kartik best actor

NEW DELHI

The 72nd National Film
Awards winners were an-
nounced on Saturday, celebrat-
ing the best of Indian cinema
for the year 2024.

From Bollywood stars to re-
gional talents, the winners rep-
resent a wide spectrum of skill
across languages and genres.

The awards were revealed at
a press meet at the National
Media Centre here. Yami Gau-
tam bagged the Best Actress
award for Article 370, while
Kartik Aaryan's impressive
performance in Chandu Cham-
pion earned him the Best Actor
award; he shared the title with
Mammootty for Bramayugam
(Malayalam). Article 370 also
won the award for Best Fea-
ture Film, while Srikanth was
awarded Best Hindi Film. Ra-
jkumar Periasamy received the
Best Director recognition for
Amaran (Tamil).

Article 370 bagged three
awards, with Sashwat Sachdev
winning for background music.
Pushpa: The Rule 2 won two
awards - Best Costume Design:
Deepali Noor and Sheetal
Sharma, and Best Screenplay:
Yogesh Deshpande (Swar-
gandharva Sudhir Phadke -
Marathi), Bandreddi Sukumar
(Pushpa: The Rule 2 - Telugu).
Kalki 2898 AD won two
awards - Best Production De-
sign (Kalki 2898 AD - Telugu)
and Best Popular Film Provid-
ing Wholesome Entertainment.

BENGALURU

Deve Gowda S Wlfe Chenamma dies

Former Prime Minister HD
Deve Gowda’s wife Chenam-
ma (89) passed away on Satur-
day due to cardiac arrest.

Chennamma Deve Gowda,
wife of former Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda, passed away
on Saturday after suffering a
massive cardiac arrest at a pri-
vate hospital in Bengaluru.

She was 89 and had been
undergoing treatment for a re-
spiratory ailment.

Gowda, his son and Union
Minister HD Kumaraswamy,
and other family members
were at the hospital.

Family sources said her
mortal remains would be shift-
ed to the family residence in
Padmanabhanagar in Bengalu-
ru on Saturday night and were
likely to remain there till Sun-
day afternoon. The last rites
are likely to be held on Mon-
day at the family’s native place
in Hassan district.

According to hospital au-
thorities, Chennamma was ad-
mitted to Manipal Hospital on
Old Airport Road on Wednes-
day night. In a statement, the

/“] |am deeply saddened by
the passing of Smt. Chen-
namma Deve Gowda, wife of for-
mer PM Shri HD Deve Gowda. Her
life, marked by simplicity and
grace, will remain aninspiration
to all. | extend my heartfelt con-

[C—y

hospital said that Chennamma
suffered a massive cardiac ar-
rest at 4 pm. Chennamma had
survived an acid attack in Feb-
ruary 2001, which allegedly
stemmed from a family feud.

She married Deve Gowda in
1954, and the couple had four
sons and two daughters, in-
cluding Union Minister H D
Kumaraswamy and MLA HD
Revanna, who represents the
Holenarasipur constituency in
Hassan.

Despite being the wife and
mother of prominent politi-
cians, she largely stayed
away from the public spot-
light. Deve Gowda often pub-
licly acknowledged her sacri-
fices, unwavering support
and the role she played in

managing the family
while he pursued his
political career. Kumaras-
wamy has also often said that
his mother’s values guided
him throughout his political
journey.

HD Kumaraswamy said the
mortal remains would initially
be kept at the family’s Pad-
manabhanagar residence in
Bengaluru to enable the public
to pay their last respects. The
family had tentatively decided
to take her mortal remains to
Hassan, the native district of
both Chennamma and Deve
Gowda, at around 11 am on
Sunday. Discussions are un-
derway on whether the final
rites should be conducted at
the Mavinakere Temple prem-

ISRO never

Next mission within 2
months: V Narayanan

BENGALURU

ISRO is targeting seven launch-
es during the current financial
year, with the next mission
scheduled to lift off within the
next two months, ISRO Chair-
man V Narayanan announced
on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters follow-
ing the historic maiden orbital
launch of Skyroot Aerospace’s
Vikram-1 rocket, Narayanan
stated that two satellites are al-
ready fully built, while five to
six others are in the final phase
of integration. “This financial
year, we have targeted at least

HERE ARE MORE TO CONQUER

dolences to Shri Deve Gowda

and the bereaved family.
-Thaawarchand Gehlot, Governor

ises or near the Rangana-
thaswamy Temple. He said
the final rites are likely to be
held on Monday, though the
exact time and venue would be
finalised after consultations
with family members.

‘She was a motherly figure’

CM DK Shivakumar condoled
her death and described her as
a motherly figure. He said she
was a deeply religious woman
and a devoted mother who
nurtured and guided a large
family, and that her hard
work and sacrifices were in-
strumental in the political
and personal rise of HD Deve
Gowda, HD Kumaraswamy,
HD Revanna and other mem-
bers of the family.

K’taka drought alarm: CM calls
urgent cabinet meet today

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Saturday said he has
called an emergency Cabinet
meeting on July 19 to discuss
the drought situation in the
state and the measures to be
taken to manage it.

Water from dams will, for
the time being, be reserved
only for drinking purposes,
while releases for irrigation
will depend on the storage lev-
els in the reservoirs, he said,
noting pressure from neigh-
bouring states, particularly
Tamil Nadu, for the release of
Cauvery river water.

"Tomorrow I have called an
emergency Cabinet meeting.
We had planned to hold it on
Thursday but could not as I
had been to Delhi. We must
specially discuss the drought
situation. There is a meeting
with deputy commissioners of
all districts, zilla panchayat
CEOs and officials via video
conferencing in the morning,"
Shivakumar said.

Why it sourgent?

The cabinet meeting, scheduled at 3

pm on Sunday, will be preceded by a

virtual review with Deputy Commis-
sioners and Zilla Panchayat CEOs.

This escalation follows the Chief
Minister’s recent letter to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, where he re-
quested a central study team to as-
sess the severe rainfall deficit and
resulting agricultural distress.

The government has restricted all
available reservoir water exclusively
for drinking purposes and postponed
agricultural releases until storage
levels improve, while simultaneously
managing pressure from neighboring
states for water sharing.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said the measures to be tak-
en would be discussed and de-

about people migrating from
some areas due to the
drought. We will discuss the
situation and decide on the
measures to be taken."
Responding to a question on
whether he had received any
response from the Centre to
his letter on the drought, the
CM said, "Nothing as of now.
I am aware that they will not
respond immediately after we
send a letter. We have to send
more details backed by facts.
We have the data and a clear
picture of the situation, in-
cluding the amount of rainfall
received in different areas."
Given the prevailing situation,
Shivakumar said water stored in
various dams across the state
has been reserved only for

cided at the Cabinet meeting drinking water purposes.
later in the day. "We have N He said, "Whether it is
Sy

received details of the situ-
ation and the schemes and |
measures that can be
implemented during
the drought. We
have also received
information /

out of mission mode, plans 7 launches this fiscal

seven launches. We will start
the launch within two months.”

The space agency’s upcom-
ing operational schedule in-
cludes the first uncrewed mis-
sion under the Gaganyaan hu-
man spaceflight program,
alongside the slated satellite
launches.

Skyroot’s success marks
milestone for India’s private
space sector

Hailing the successful flight

of Vikram-1 by private startup
Skyroot Aerospace as a mile-
stone, he lauded the young
team -- having an average age
of 28 years -- for achieving a
successful orbital mission in
their very first attempt. He not-
ed that the breakthrough pro-
vides immense satisfaction to
the domestic space community
and contributes heavily to the
“Bharat 2047” vision.

Incidentally, both the co-
founders of Skyroot Aerospace,
Pawan Kumar Chandana and
Naga Bharat Daka, were former
ISRO scientists.

Narayanan likened ISRO’s
feeling of pride to that of par-
ents witnessing their children
excel.

From one startup to 400
Reflecting on the evolution of
the domestic space ecosystem,
he highlighted the impact of
policy structural updates. “In
2020, the space sector reform
was brought, and the startup
companies and private sector
were allowed to carry out the ac-
tivities in the space area. Today,
for the first time in the country, a
private rocket successfully
placed the satellite in orbit.”
He pointed out that when the
policy was put in practice, there
was only one startup. “Today,
there are 400 startups,” he added.
Move to retain key scientists
The announcement comes at a
time when the Department of
Space has tightened rules gov-

erning resignations and volun-
tary retirement of scientists as-
sociated with major national
missions, including Gaganyaan.
The DoS recently issued an in-
ternal memorandum directing
that resignation and voluntary
retirement requests from work-
ing on Gaganyaan and other
critical projects should not be
accepted routinely and must
instead be referred to the rou-
tinely and must instead be re-
ferred to the department for a
final decision. The move follows
a series of departures from key
Isro centres. According to sourc-
es, around 100-120 scientists
have resigned in recent months,
including personnel associated
with flagship missions.

W farmers in Mandya or

| elsewhere, the water be-
ing released should
not be used for
~ agriculture. It is
) only for drink-
\ ing purposes.’

Second airport near Tumakuru
will benefit 18-20 districts: GP

Bengaluru: Expressing his
wish that Bengaluru's second
international airport be located
near Tumakuru, his home dis-
trict, Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara said on Satur-
day that the government would
decide on the location based
on the technical committee's
recommendations.

He was reacting to
state BJP president BY
Vijayendra's open letter
to CM Shivakumar ex-
pressing reservations
about the proposal to build
the airport near the latter's
home constituency of Kanaka-
pura. Vijayendra stated that if
the airport came up near Tu-
makuru, it would provide more

equitable access to people
from other regions of the state.
He said the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation's techni-
cal team would examine the
proposed locations. "If it
comes near Tumakuru, it will
be good for us because it will
improve connectivity for peo-
ple from about 18-20 dis-
tricts. Secondly, it may
. align with the existing
international airport at
Devanabhalli. It is left to
the technical teams to
consider. If it comes near
Tumakuru, I will be very hap-
py. I too had asked for it to
come near Tumakuru. Let's see
what the government ultimate-
ly decides," he added.
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Abandoned vehicle towing begins in B’luru:

After owners ignored repeated notices, the Greater Bengaluru Authority has begun towing abandoned
vehicles across Bengaluru, with Minister Krishna Byre Gowda launching the operation at Gandhinagar.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has officially
started towing abandoned ve-
hicles parked on public roads
across the city after several
owners failed to respond to no-
tices issued by the civic au-
thorities. Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda personally launched
the citywide enforcement drive
near Varahi Temple in Gandhi-
nagar, marking the beginning
of large-scale removal of
long-abandoned vehicles.

The towing operation was
initiated after the notice period
expired for hundreds of vehicle
owners who had left their vehi-
cles parked on roads and pub-
lic spaces for extended periods.
Despite being warned to re-
move their vehicles, many
owners did not respond, forc-
ing the authorities to begin
towing them away.

Speaking during the launch,
Krishna Byre Gowda said the

Removal process and enforcement rules

= NOTICE PERIOD:

in the 7-day window.

Officials identify
abandoned vehicles
and attach a warning
sticker with a 7-day
notice. A wheel clamp
is also fitted to pre-
vent movement.

= TOWING AND

SEIZURE: Unclaimed

up for public auction
in line with statutory
guidelines.

vehicles are towed
and seized by joint
operational author-
ities.

= FINES: Owners must
pay a penalty and
claim the vehicle with-

government, under the guid-
ance of the Chief Minister, is
taking several measures to im-
prove Bengaluru’s civic infra-
structure and public spaces. He
said vehicles cannot be left
permanently on public roads,
as they create serious inconve-
nience for commuters and
make the city look untidy.
The Minister said notices
had been pasted on abandoned
vehicles a week ago, but many

m AUCTION: Vehi-

cles that remain
unclaimed are put

owners ignored them. As a re-
sult, the authorities have now
started shifting those vehicles.
Even after towing, owners will
be given another 15 days to
claim their vehicles before fur-
ther action is initiated.

He stressed that roads and
footpaths belong to the public
and not to individuals, and
warned people against treating
public spaces as private park-
ing areas. He said the govern-

= REPORTING: Citi-
zens can report ne-
glected, abandoned
vehicles on public
roads using
the “Public Eye”
feature on the BTP
ASTraM app.

ment will not tolerate vehicles
being left unattended on roads
for months together.

Krishna Byre Gowda re-
vealed that officials have so far
identified around 2,700 aban-
doned vehicles across Bengal-
uru. Out of these, 1,034 vehi-
cles have already been served
notices, and vehicles that re-
mained unattended even after
eight days are now being re-
moved.

m ‘Action will improve traf-
fic movement’

MLA Dinesh Gundu Rao,
who was present during the
drive, said some may consider
the operation a small issue, but
it is an important initiative for
Bengaluru. He said removing
abandoned vehicles will im-
prove traffic movement, make
roads and footpaths cleaner,
and help maintain better civic
infrastructure and cleanliness.

Publlcspaces free of
abandoned vehicles

The Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) and
Bengaluru Traffic Police
are enforcing a citywide
drive to remove aban-
doned vehicles from stre
ets, footpaths, and public
areas under Section 324
of the GBA Act, 2024.

RPF introduces drone surveillance
to strengthen railway security

QUICK READ

Man assaulted
twice for objecting
to public smoking

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A 36-year-old car wash
service centre owner was
assaulted twice by a gang
after he raised objections
to them smoking in a pub-
lic place near his shop in
Andrahalli, West Bengalu-
ru. HB Prashanth told po-
lice the incident happened
at 8.45am on July 14 when
he visited a condiments
shop in Kalikanagar, adja-
cent to his service centre,
for tea. He noticed four to
five men smoking ciga-
rettes in front of the shop
and requested them to
stop.The group reacted ag-
gressively, abused him us-
ing obscene language and
then assaulted him,
Prashanth told police. Lat-
er in the evening, when
Prashanth was walking
near Andrahalli Shiva Tem-
ple, the same group inter-
cepted him again. They as-
saulted him and threat-
ened to kill him if he dared
to interfere again.

Al camera
surveillance for illegal
parking at KIA

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Another warning to those
parking illegally around
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport. Al-based cam-
eras have now been in-
stalled in the airport’s ‘no
parking’ areas. This new
system has been imple-
mented in partnership
with the Bengaluru Traffic
Police. The Al cameras,
which operate 24 hours a
day, will instantly identify
vehicles parked in ‘no
parking’ zones and record
the violation. The record-
ed information will be sent
directly to the Bangalore
Traffic Police. The main
objective of this new sys-
tem is to reduce traffic
congestion on airport
roads and provide smooth
movement of passengers.

Demolition of shop on
BDA land: Case against
Haris, others dropped

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has ordered the
cancellation of the complaint
filed by a private individual
against BDA President NA
Haris and the Commissioner for
razing a shop built on land be-
longing to the Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority (BDA) and
auctioning the land, and the re-
lated trial court hearing.

The bench of Justice M.
Nagaprasanna passed this or-
der while accepting the petition
filed by BDA President N.A.
Harris, Commissioner, BDA
Bengaluru East Zone Execu-
tive Engineer, Assistant Exec-
utive and Assistant Engineer
seeking quashing of the subor-
dinate court proceedings
against them in the case.

The first respondent in the
petition, Syed Ibrahim, had
filed a private complaint in the
trial court, alleging that the
BDA had illegally demolished
a shop built on land belonging
to him in Vivek Nagar, Neela-
sandra. The bench explained in
its order that the private com-
plaint filed in the trial court,

auctioned the land. However,

plaint against the complainant.

{ CHNEWS, BENGALURU
challenging the notice issued by
the BDA stating that the land
would be auctioned, had with- :
drawn the dispute petition filed !
in the High Court and made
everyone from the BDA presi-
dent and commissioner to the
lower-level officials as accused.

The trial court also issued a
notice to the petitioner, asking
him to respond to the com-
plaint directly without verify- :
ing whether the officials had
demolished the shop that was
illegally constructed on the :
BDA land as part of their duty. :
The bench said in the order
that this action was not correct. :

The complainant had illegal- :
ly encroached on the BDA land
and built a shop. The BDA offi-
cials, as part of their duty, va- :
cated the unauthorized shop and
i tion by Ashutosh Kumar
the filing of a private complaint
against the complainant is a ¢l | Manager (DRM), Bengaluru
ear abuse of law. The bench, ob
serving that allowing the he ai
ng of this complaint to proce ed
would be an injustice to the co
mplainant, quashed the trial co :
urt’s hearing on the private com :
¢ range before it was introduced

The Bengaluru Division of
the Railway Protection Force
has launched a drone surveil-
lance system to monitor rail-
way stations and sensitive
locations in real time, improv-
ing passenger safety, crowd
management and protection
of railway property.

Passengers travelling throu
gh Bengaluru’s railway sta-
tions will soon benefit from
an added layer of security, as
the Railway Protection Force
(RPF), Bengaluru Division,
has introduced a drone sur-
veillance system for real-time
monitoring of railway prem-
ises.

The new initiative was offi-
cially launched on Friday at
KSR Bengaluru Railway Sta-

Singh, Divisional Railway

Division. During the inaugu-
ration, the DRM reviewed the
drone’s operational perfor-
mance, including its aerial
video quality, surveillance
capabilities and operational

into service.

The drone surveillance sys-
tem has been brought in to
strengthen passenger safety,
improve the protection of rail-
way property and enhance
security at railway stations
and other vulnerable locations
across the Bengaluru Divi-
sion.

According to railway offi-
cials, the drones will provide
real-time aerial monitoring of
railway premises, enabling
security personnel to quickly
identify and respond to any
unusual activity. The technol-
ogy is also expected to im-
prove surveillance in sensitive
areas that are difficult to mon-
itor continuously through
conventional methods.

The new system will
improve passenger
safety, monitor

| crowdsin real time
and strengthen
security across
railway premises.

To ensure smooth opera-
tions, RPF personnel selected
for the project have under-
gone specialised training at
the Karnataka State Police
Remote Pilot Training Insti-
tute. After completing the
programme, they have been
certified as drone operators
and are now authorised to op-
erate the surveillance drones
during security operations.

Officials said the drones
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RSS case: Pleain
HC challenges
droppmg of DGR

i CHNEWS, BENGALURU

i A petition has been filed in the
i High Court challenging the trial
¢ court’s order dismissing former
¢ minister Dinesh Gundu Rao
i from a private complaint filed
i against him for making defam-
i atory statements about the
i Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
. (RSS) and its members.

The criminal petition filed by

! i RSS supporter A Tejas, a resi-
i dent of Jayanagar, came up for
i hearing before a single-judge
- bench headed by Justice M.
| i Nagaprasanna. After hearing
i the petition for some time, the
i bench issued a notice to the re-
i spondent, former minister and
i Congress MLA from Gandhi-
i nagar assembly constituency
i Dinesh Gundurao, and ad-
i journed the hearing to July 31.

In October last year, Dinesh

. Gundu Rao and two others had
¢ made defamatory allegations
i against the RSS and its mem-
i bers in public statements, social
¢ media posts and interviews. Te-
i jas had filed a private complaint
i against the three in the People’s
¢ Representatives Court.

will be deployed not only at
major railway stations but
also at other vulnerable loca-
tions under the Bengaluru Di-
vision. The aerial surveillance
system will play a key role
during peak travel seasons,
festival rush and special
events, where large crowds
gather at railway stations.

The drones will continuous-
ly monitor crowd movement,
helping railway authorities
manage passenger flow more
efficiently and respond quick-
ly whenever required. Besides
crowd management, the sys-
tem will also strengthen the
security of railway infrastruc-
ture and assets through con-
stant aerial surveillance.

Railway authorities believe
that integrating drone technol-
ogy into security operations
will improve overall monitor-
ing capabilities while en-
abling the Railway Protection
Force to respond faster to
safety concerns. The initiative
is expected to enhance pas-
senger confidence by creating
a safer and better-monitored
railway environment across
the Bengaluru Division.

HC seeks govt response for exempting OC for power supply

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has sought re-
sponses from the State govern-
ment, the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA), the Karnata-
ka Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (KERC), electricity
supply companies and other
authorities on a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) challenging a
Government Order that ex-
empts certain buildings from
producing an Occupancy Cer-
tificate (OC) to obtain electric-
ity connections.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Vibhu Bakh-
ru and Justice KS Hemalekha
issued notices after hearing the
petition filed by R. Rajagopal-
an, a former entrepreneur and
environmentalist from JP
Nagar.The petition challenges
the Government Order dated

June 22, which exempts build-
ings from complying with the
Supreme Court’s direction that
an Occupancy Certificate or
Completion Certificate must be
produced before electricity ser-
vices are provided.

Appearing before the court
as a party-in-person, Rajago-
palan argued that the State gov
ernment’s order directly goes
against the Supreme Court’s
judgment dated December 17,
2024. According to him, the
Supreme Court had clearly di-
rected that electricity and other
essential services should be
provided only after a building
produces a valid Occupancy
Certificate or Completion Cer-
tificate.

However, he alleged that the
Government Order issued on
June 22 bypasses this require-
ment and effectively overrides

the Supreme Court’s direc-
tions. The petitioner argued
that the Government Order
fails to give importance to pub-
lic safety and allows unautho-
rised buildings constructed in
violation of approved plans
and building byelaws to re-
ceive electricity connections.
He contended that the Occu-
pancy Certificate is an import-
ant safeguard because it con-
firms that a building complies
with structural safety stan-
dards, fire safety norms and
other requirements prescribed
under the National Building
Code 2016. Without insisting
on an Occupancy Certificate, he
argued, buildings that may not
meet mandatory safety standar
ds can still become occupied af
ter receiving electricity supply.
According to the petition,
the Government Order effec-

tively provides a blanket ex- !
emption to such buildings !
without ensuring compliance
with legal and safety require-
ments.The petitioner further
argued that buildings which are
not legally fit for occupation :
should not receive electricity !

services.

He stated that allowing elec-
tricity supply to such buildings
encourages occupation of unau-
thorised constructions in viola- :
tion of existing laws and weak-
ens enforcement of building
regulations. The petition also
challenges the Government Or-
der’s provision prescribing a
15-day period for consumers to
submit applications under the
new system. According to the
petitioner, this provision vio-
lates Section 181 of the Elec-
tricity Act, 2003, making the

order legally unsustainable.

BNCC clears 86 blackspots since mid-June, plans vigil

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru North City
Corporation (BNCC) is close
to achieving its target of clear-
ing 100 garbage blackspots in
45 days, with 86 of the identi-
fied locations already reclai
med. The initiative, named UB
100 (Uttara Bengaluru 100),
was launched on June 15 to
eliminate chronic garbage
dumping spots across North
Bengaluru through deep clean-
ing, beautification, and mea-
sures to prevent fresh dump-
ing. Officials said the cam-
paign could serve as a model
for other civic bodies.

We aren’t just removing gar-
bage but also identifying the
reasons why waste is being
dumped at a particular location
and addressing those issues to
prevent recurrence, said BNCC
Commissioner Pommala Sunil

Kumar. The campaign is being
carried out by BNCC staff, pou
rakarmikas and Bengaluru Sol-
id Waste Management Ltd (BS
WML) personnel with techni-
cal support from Arun Pai of
Project Walkaluru. The corpo-

ration has also been organising
clean-up drives with the partic-
ipation of residents and volun-
teers. Apart from clearing was
te, the civic body has undertak-
en civil engineering works
wherever required and beauti-
fied several reclaimed loca-
tions with paintings, landscap-
ing, and other improvements to
discourage fresh dumping.
Officials said maintaining
the cleaned sites remains a pri-
ority. At several vulnerable
locations, BSWML has de-
ployed night vigilance teams to
prevent garbage from being
dumped again. Marshals and
pourakarmika supervisors

monitor these sites until mid-
night or lam, followed by an-
other round of patrolling from

4am or 5 am. In some cases,

locations have been monitored
continuously for nearly two

weeks after the clean-up.

While we do impose fines
on those who litter, our focus is :
to bring them into the door-to- :
door waste collection system.
We collect their addresses and
ensure that garbage collection
vehicles cover their homes
from the following day, said L :
Thirthaprasad, Assistant Gen-
eral Manager, BSWML, who
oversees Byatarayanapura di-

vision.

PRCs issued by
tahsildar or above in
K’taka valid for SIR: EC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The State government will
begin issuing Permanent
Residence Certificates
(PRCs) at nearly 7,000 cen-
tres, including Atalji Janas-
nehi Kendras and Bapuji
Kendras, from July 21.

While it remains unclear
whether PRC alone will be
sufficient for enrolment in
the electoral roll during the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR), senior Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) offi-
cials told, PRCs issued law-
fully by competent authori-
ties such as Tahsildars, Dep-
uty Commissioners and Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioners would be accepted. If
PRC:s are lawful then we will
accept it. However, no exec-
utive order can be considered
in the case of the PRC, a se-
nior ECI official said. State
election authorities declined
to comment on whether PRC
alone will suffice, saying the
issue will arise only during
the claims and objections pe-
riod beginning August 17.
PRC has become politically
contentious after Union Min-
ister Shobha Karandlaje
sought Union home minister
Amit Shah’s intervention, al-
leging there was no constitu-
tional or statutory basis for
creating the category of per-
manent residents. ECI’s posi-

tion, however, indicates that
a lawfully issued PRC will
be admissible during SIR.

The revenue department
maintained the framework
for issuing PRCs has been
created after following due
legal process. We have not
only looked at the process
followed by other states in
issuing their certificates, but
also the clarity given by the
additional chief electoral of-
ficer of West Bengal in terms
of admissibility of PRC as
one of the documents for SIR
in that state, Additional Chief
Secretary (Revenue) Ra-
jender Kataria said.

According to the govern-
ment order, PRC framework
has been issued under Arti-
cles 162 and 166 of the Con-
stitution, read with Karnata-
ka Land Revenue Act, 1964,
Karnataka Land Revenue
Rules, 1966, Karnataka Land
Grant Rules, 1969, and Kar-
nataka Sakala Services Act,
2011. It also states that the
guidelines will not override
any eligibility condition pre-
scribed under any Act, rules,
govt order or other statutory
provision. Explaining the
safeguard, Kataria said, if
these guidelines are in con-
flict with special laws, for
instance, SC/ST laws, In-
come Tax Act or Passport
Act, then the special law pre-
vails.
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KSOUinvites
applications for
coaching

VIJAYAPURA
Karnataka State Open Uni-
versity (KSOU) has invited

applications for a 50-day
special coaching pro-
gramme aimed at helping
aspirants prepare for com-
petitive examinations con-
ducted by the Karnataka
Public Service Commission
(KPSC) and Karnataka Ex-
aminations Authority
(KEA). The programme will
be held at the KSOU head-
quarters in Mysuru. Inter-
ested candidates can reg-
ister on or before July 21
between 10 am and 4.30
pm. For details regarding
the training and registra-
tion process, candidates
can contact 0821-2515944.
The information was
shared by KSOU Registrar
Prof. Naveen kumar S.K.

KSou
opens admissions for
courses

VIJAYAPURA
Karnataka State Open
University (KSOU) Region-
al Centre in Vijayapura has
started admissions for un-
dergraduate, postgraduate,
diploma and certificate
courses for the 2026-27
academic year. Interested
candidates can apply on-
line through the university
website and complete the
admission process. The
university is offering fee
concessions for BPL wom-
en, ex-servicemen, auto
and cab drivers, and KS-
RTC employees. Full fee
exemption is available for
students who lost parents
due to COVID-19, trans-
gender persons, visually
impaired students and mi-
nority students pursuing
UG and PG programmes.
For details, candidates can
contact the KSOU Vi-
jayapura Regional Centre
or call 9483920065,
9110256738 and
7892550053.

Bangladeshi
national jailed for
fraud

SINDHANUR
A Bangladeshi national
was sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment and
fined Rs 5,000 by the Sec-
ond Additional Civil Judge
and JMFC Court in Sindha-
nur for illegal stay in India
and obtaining an Indian
passport using forged doc-
uments. The accused,
Shoronajit Mondal, had al-
legedly entered India 10 to
12 years ago and settled in
R.H. No. 3 Camp in Sindha-
nur taluk. He reportedly
obtained Indian identity
documents, including
EPIC, Aadhaar, PAN card
and a bank account, and
later secured a passport in
2018. The fraud was de-
tected during immigration
verification while he was
travelling to Bangladesh.
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Sagar Khandre demands
stronger drought relief

Sagar Khandre urges drought relief, supports Sonam Wangchuk, and

demands Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation over

BIDAR

Congress MP Sagar Khandre
has urged the State and Cen-
tral governments to speed up
drought relief measures, de-
scribing the prevailing
drought situation as a serious
challenge linked to global cli-
mate changes and the El Nifo
effect.

Addressing reporters in Bi-
dar, Khandre said drought
conditions have affected sev-
eral parts of Karnataka and
are not limited to any particu-
lar district. He pointed out
that rainfall has remained be-
low normal in many areas,
including Belagavi and Bal-
lari, and said the issue was
discussed during a recent re-
view meeting chaired by Dep-
uty Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar.

He appealed to farmers to
register under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), stating that Bidar
district had received more
than X250 crore as crop insur-
ance compensation this year.
He assured that efforts would

continue to support
drought-affected farmers.

Highlighting the drinking
water crisis, Khandre said
groundwater levels have de-
clined significantly and urged
the government to frame pol-
icies regulating water usage
for non-essential activities.

He also demanded the res-
ignation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
over the alleged NEET paper
leak issue, stating that ac-
countability was necessary.
Supporting climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk, Khandre
said peaceful protests should
be addressed through dia-
logue rather than force.

NEET controversy.

ao

“The El Nifo impact is expected to con-
tinue for several months and stressed
that the drought situation s a global
concern. He urged the Union government
to provide financial assistance to affect-
ed farmers as per existing norms and said
he would raise the issue during the up-
coming Parliament session.”

-Sagar Khandre, MP.

Eshwar Khandre
urged farmers
register for
PMFBY

m Khandre highlights
widespread state
drought conditions.

m Declining groundwater
levels require urgent
regulations.

m Minister demands
Dharmendra Pradhan’s
immediate resignation.

m Khandre backs activist
Sonam Wangchuk’s
protest.

O ibcworldnews.com

DC urges villagers to use
employment scheme

Bidar DC Shilpa Sharma
urges rural workers to use
VB-G Ramji Scheme for village
employment, avoid migration,
and support drought relief
through sustainable projects.
v

BIDAR

In view of the pre-
vailing drought
conditions in the
district, Deputy
Commissioner
and in-charge
Chief Executive
Officer of the Zilla
Panchayat Shilpa Shar-
ma has appealed to rural la-
bourers not to migrate to cit-
ies in search of employment
and instead make use of job
opportunities available under
the VB-G Ramji Scheme.

Sharma said the scheme
provides employment oppor-
tunities at the village level
through Gram Panchayats
while also helping create per-
manent rural infrastructure.
She encouraged eligible
workers to approach their re-
spective Gram Panchayat of-
fices and register themselves
to avail the benefits.

She explained that the

€6 «

“Rural workers
to utilize the scheme
effectively and contribute
towards building sustainable
assets in their villages while
securing local employment.”

-Shilpa Sharma,
Deputy Commissioner

O’ Al :,\f : E

7
scheme not only
provides wage
employment but
also allows benefi-
ciaries to undertake
individual develop-
ment works worth up to
35 lakh during their lifetime.
Several labourers are already
engaged in approved projects
across Gram Panchayats in

the district.

Under the scheme, individ-
ual works include construc-
tion of cattle sheds, vermi-
compost units, horticul-
ture-related activities, open
wells, and farm ponds. Com-
munity development works
include drought mitigation
projects, earthen check dams,
canals, flood diversion drains,
water harvesting ponds, resto-
ration of community step
wells, irrigation wells, com-

Ruraljob scheme
drivesinfrastructure
growth

Sharma highlighted that
the rural scheme cre-
ates local employment
and permanent infra-
structure via Gram Pan-
chayats. Beneficiaries
can execute individual
works up to 05 lakh—
such as cattle sheds or
farm ponds—alongside
community projects like
check dams and school
playgrounds, aimed at
boosting livelihoods and

curbing migration.

pound walls for government
schools, kitchen sheds, toilets,
and playground development.

She added that beneficiaries
seeking more information can
contact their nearest Gram
Panchayat office or call the
toll-free helpline number
82775 06000 for assistance.
The initiative aims to provide
livelihood support and reduce
migration during the drought
period.

VIP leaders question centre over key issues

VIP leaders allege Ram Mandir irregularities, criticise Centre over NEET
issue, and extend support to Sonam Wangchuk.

BIDAR

Leaders of the Vikasheel In-
saan Party (VIP) on Saturday
raised allegations regarding
the Ram Mandir construction,
criticised the Central Govern-
ment over the alleged NEET
paper leak issue, and ex-
pressed solidarity with cli-
mate activist Sonam Wangc-
huk.

Addressing media persons
in Bidar, VIP State Vice-Pres-
ident and State President of
the Legal Cell B.K. Mohan-
kumar alleged irregularities
and misuse of funds in the
Ram Mandir construction
project. He said several ques-
tions have been raised regard-
ing the project and demanded
transparency and accountabil-
ity from the authorities con-
cerned.

Mohankumar also criticised
the Union Government over
the alleged NEET paper leak,
claiming that the issue has not

been handled ef-
fectively. He said
the controversy
has created uncer-
tainty among stu- ‘%
dents and ques- Sl
tioned the govern-

ment’s response

to the matter.

Referring to the develop-
ments involving climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk, he
questioned the police action
and alleged that the BJP-led
government had failed to ad-
dress important public con-
cerns. He demanded that the
government ensure justice
and respect democratic forms
of protest.

Speaking on the occasion,
VIP leader Mukesh Saini al-
leged that the policies of the
Central Government have in-
creased difficulties for the
public and negatively affected
society. Holding Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Union Education Minister

-
-

VIP Leaders
Question Centre
OverIssues

H VIP leaders allege Ram
Mandir corruption.

B Centre criticized over
NEET paper leaks.

B Party extends solidarity to
Sonam Wangchuk.

B | eaders demand resigna-
tions of top ministers.

B Press meet emphasizes
public governance
transparency.

Dharmendra Pradhan respon-
sible for what he described as
failures, Saini demanded their
resignations.

The leaders reiterated their
support for Sonam Wangchuk
and stated that the Vikasheel
Insaan Party would continue
to raise issues concerning

Saini DEMANDS
PM, Pradhan
resignations

VIP leader Mukesh
Saini demanded the
resignations of PM Modi
and Education Minister
Dharmendra Prad-
han, blaming them for
rising public hardships.
Criticizing the action
against climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk, he
condemned the BJP
government's failure to
address public con-
cerns and urged respect
for democratic protests.

public interest, accountability,
and transparency in gover-
nance. The press interaction
was attended by party mem-
bers and supporters.

Yadgir farmers protest over
power supply dispute

YADGIR

A dispute over electricity sup-
ply for irrigation pump sets
(IPSETs) triggered protests in
Yadgir district after farmers
alleged that a power line sup-
plying electricity to neigh-
bouring villages was cut by
residents of Yargol.

According to protesting
farmers, electricity from the
110 kV Yargol power station
was being supplied to irriga-
tion pump sets in Bachwara,
Ningasadalli, and Hanaman-
ayaka Tanda. However, some
residents of Yargol reportedly
disconnected the power line,
claiming that farmers in their
village were facing severe
electricity shortages for agri-
cultural activities and that lo-
cal consumers should receive
priority.

The incident angered farm-
ers from the affected villages,
who alleged that the power
line was cut despite the pres-
ence of JESCOM officials.
Bachwara farmers carried the
severed cable during the pro-

test and claimed that those
who questioned the action
were threatened.

Demanding immediate res-
toration of electricity supply
and strict action against those
responsible, farmers from
Bachwara, Ningasadalli, and
other villages staged a protest
in front of the JESCOM of-
fice in Yadgir. The protesters
locked the office gate and
raised slogans against the au-
thorities.

The agitating farmers urged
JESCOM officials to ensure
uninterrupted power supply to
irrigation pump sets during
the ongoing agricultural sea-
son. They also demanded an
investigation into the incident
and action against those in-
volved in cutting the electric-
ity line.

Farmers said that regular
power supply is essential for
protecting standing crops and
ensuring smooth agricultural
operations. They warned that
continued disruption could
severely affect farming activ-
ities in the region.

Rainfall deficit prompts advance drought preparations

KALABURAGI

With the district experiencing
a significant rainfall deficit
and facing the possibility of
drought, District In-charge
Secretary and Principal Sec-
retary of the Department of
Skill Development, Entrepre-
neurship and Livelihood, Sub-
odh Yadav, has directed offi-
cials to make advance prepa-
rations to handle the situation
effectively.

Chairing the district prog-
ress review meeting at the

RAICHUR

Much-awaited rainfall
brought relief and renewed
hope among farmers in Raic-
hur district after a prolonged
dry spell following the onset
of the southwest monsoon.
The showers have provided
much-needed moisture to
crops and raised expectations
for a better kharif season.

The district had been wait-
ing for more than one-and-a-
half months for the monsoon
to strengthen. Good rainfall
was recorded in Raichur city,
parts of Raichur taluk, Khana-
pur in Devadurga taluk, and
several other areas.

The delayed rains had se-
verely affected crops such as
cotton, paddy, and pigeon pea
(tur), with many fields facing
the threat of drying up. Farm-
ers had been struggling to
protect their crops by arrang-
ing water through tankers and

Heavy rain revives farmer hopes

Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice, Yadav said ensuring ad-
equate drinking water supply
for people and livestock
should be the administration’s
highest priority. He instructed
officials to maintain sufficient
fodder stocks and take all
necessary steps to manage
drought-like conditions.
Expressing concern over
the non-functional status of
three rainfall monitoring cen-
tres in the district, Yadav di-
rected officials to repair them
immediately. He also instruct-

ed authorities to arrange alter-
native drinking water facili-
ties through tankers, wells,
and borewells wherever short-
ages occur in urban and rural
areas.

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture Samad Patel informed the
meeting that the district had
received only 80.8 mm rain-
fall against the normal 168.1
mm. Due to the rainfall short-
age, sowing has been com-
pleted in only 2.72 lakh hect-
ares, much lower than the
targeted area.

other sources. Some had even
started preparing for re-sow-
ing due to concerns over crop
losses.

During the dry period,
farmers across the district
conducted special prayers, ho-
mas, bhajans, and other tradi-
tional rituals seeking rainfall.
The recent showers have
brought relief by improving
soil moisture and helping
stressed crops recover.

Raichur city received mod-
erate to heavy rainfall for

over half an hour, while
heavy showers in Khanapur
caused water to flow through
cotton fields. Rainfall was
also reported from Kalmala,
Sath Mile, Gonhal, Pattepur,
and several villages in Raich-
ur taluk.

Farmers expressed hope
that continued rainfall in the
coming days would help re-
vive damaged crops and re-
duce the need for re-sowing.
Agricultural experts have ad-
vised farmers to closely ob-

in Raichur

Monsoon revival
brings relief to
Raichur

A lengthy one-and-a-
half-month dry spell
ended as widespread
monsoon rains lashed
Raichur district, saving
stressed cotton, paddy,
and pigeon pea crops.
The heavy showers
improved vital soil mois-
ture, providing immense
relief to local farmers
who had been resort-
ing to expensive water
tankers and traditional
prayers.

serve weather conditions and
adopt suitable crop manage-
ment practices to protect their
fields.

Devanal villagers protest
three-month water crisis

HULSUR

Residents of Devanal village
in Hulsur taluk staged a pro-
test by gheraoing the Gadi-
gaudgaon Gram Panchayat
office on Saturday, demand-
ing an immediate solution to
the drinking water crisis that
has continued for the past
three months.

The villagers alleged that
the shortage was caused by
the failure of the Gram Pan-
chayat to repair a damaged
borewell motor despite re-
peated appeals.

They said the problem had
become more severe during
the ongoing Butti Jatra, caus-
ing difficulties for residents
and visitors.

The protesters claimed that
several complaints had al-
ready been submitted to Pan-
chayat officials, but no action
was taken. Their dissatisfac-
tion increased when they
found that officials were not
present at the office during
the protest.

Later, a revenue collection
officer informed the villagers
that the borewell motor could
not be repaired due to a

shortage of funds, allegedly
because several residents had
not paid property taxes.
However, the villagers reject-
ed the explanation, stating
that they had regularly paid
taxes and accused the Pan-
chayat of failing to provide
basic facilities.

The residents also alleged
that some influential people
had illegally installed electric
motors on public taps and di-
verted water to their houses
through private pipelines.
They claimed that despite
complaints, authorities had
failed to act, forcing many
poor families to wait for
hours to collect drinking wa-
ter.

The villagers pointed out
that the term of the Gram
Panchayat president and
members had ended and that
the administration was cur-
rently under the Taluk Pan-
chayat Executive Officer and
Panchayat Development Of-
ficer. They demanded imme-
diate repair of the borewell
motor, restoration of regular
water supply, and action
against misuse of public wa-
ter connections.

Illegal Anna
Bhagya rice trade

faces action
YADGIR

Deputy Commissioner Rahul
Pandve has warned that strict
legal action will be taken
against individuals involved
in the illegal storage and
transportation of rice sup-
plied under the Anna Bhagya
scheme.

Chairing a review meeting
of the Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs De-
partment at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office, Pandve
directed officials to register
cases under the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955,
against those found diverting
ration rice meant for Public
Distribution System (PDS)
beneficiaries.

Taking serious note of ear-
lier incidents involving the
illegal diversion of ration
rice, the Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed taluk food
officials to act promptly on
reliable information.

He directed them to con-
duct surprise inspections,
prevent unauthorized trans-
portation of Anna Bhagya
rice, and file FIRs against
those involved in such activ-
ities.

Pandve also reviewed the
ongoing Scheduled Caste
(SC) and Scheduled Tribe
(ST) beneficiary mapping
process. He appealed to ra-
tion card holders to submit
caste certificates of eligible
family members at their re-
spective fair price shops to
complete the exercise.




KALABURAGI

QUICK READ

Abandoned newborn
baby found on city
road

Koppal
A shocking incident un-
folded in Srisaila Nagar
when a newborn baby boy
was discovered aban-
doned on the roadside.
Alert residents in the
town’s third ward heard
the infant crying in the
morning heat. Moving
quickly, the locals rescued
the helpless child and
rushed him straight to the
Koppal District Hospital.
Medical professionals ad-
mitted the baby boy imme-
diately and are currently
monitoring his fragile con-
dition. Officials confirmed
that the infant is safe and
responding well to treat-
ment. Police have not yet
registered a formal case, as
the child’s identity and par-
ents remain completely
unknown to authorities.

Cropinsurance
deadline for
farmers July 31

Mangalore
The government has
launched a new weath-
er-based crop insurance
scheme for the 2026 mon-
soon and dry seasons. This in-
itiative aims to protect farm-
ers against financial losses
caused by unpredictable
weather. In Dakshina Kanna-
da district, the scheme spe-
cifically covers popular areca
and pepper crops. Both
loan-holding and non-loan
farmers can apply through lo-
cal banks, Common Service
Centers, or Gram One offices.
The set premium per hectare
is 6,400 rupees for areca and
2,350 rupees for pepper.
Farmers must complete their
registration before July 31,
with Tata AIG serving as the
official insurance provider for
the region.

Koppal University
opens online
admissions now

Koppal
Koppal University has offi-
cially opened online appli-
cations for multiple post-
graduate courses for the
2026-27 academic year.
Admissions are open across
the main campus, Yelabur-
ga and Gangavathi centres,
and affiliated colleges. Stu-
dents can apply for various
Master’s degrees in Arts,
Commerce, and Sciences,
including English, Econom-
ics, Physics, and Computer
Science. Eligible candidates
must submit their applica-
tions through the state
UUCMS software portal
before the August 26 dead-
line. Detailed information
regarding fee structures
and eligibility criteria is
available on the university
website. Alternatively, ap-
plicants can visit the univer-
sity campus in Talakal for
direct guidance.

IN THE COURT OF THE Il ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
CMis.No.972/2025
BETWEEN: 8ri.Afroze Sfo Late Abdul Khayum, Aged about !
32 years, Rlat #515, Edga Mohalla, 20th Ward, Doddaballapur
Town. Bengalore Rural Distric‘}-glﬂ 203 .. PETITIONER :

1. Registrar of Birth and death The Commissioner, CMC
Doddaballapur Town, Doddaballaur Taluk, Bengalore Rural :
District-561203 2. Gulzar W/o Syed Pasha, Aged about 60 :
years, Rlat #2978, 3rd Cross, Shadab nagar, K.B Sandra, :
R.T.Nagar, Bengalore Kamataka-560032. 3. Siraj Khan Sjo :
Mehaboob Sab, Aged about 57 years, Rlat #252, Islampura, !
Nelamangala, Bengalore Rural District, Karnataka-562123. :
4. Farhat Unnisa W/o Abdul Khyum, Aged about 55 years, !
Rlat #3301, ld lla, 20th Ward, Doddaball Town, |
Bengaluru Rural District, Karnataka-561203. 5. Humarth :
Wo Irfan Aged about 45 years, Rlat #795, Shnthi nagar, !
Doddaballapura, Bengaluru Rural District, Karnataka-561203.
6. Samee Sjo Mehaboob Sab, Aged about 40 years, Rlat :
Islampura, Nelamangala, Bengaluru Rural District Karnataka-
2123. .RESPONDENT'S |
PUBLIC NOTICE :

Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births And Deaths :
Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate of the grandfather :
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Zilla Panchayat orders faster
welfare loan approvals

CEQO Rishi Anand directed banks to fast-track pending government welfare
schemes and strictly follow regulatory guidelines to clear application backlogs

VIJAYAPURA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Anand di-
rected local banking institu-
tions to strictly follow regula-
tory guidelines and fast-track
processing for all pending
government self-employment
and welfare schemes.
Chairing a high-level meet-
ing of the District Advisory
Committee at the Zilla Pan-
chayat premises, the top offi-
cial reviewed the performance
of various centrally sponsored
financial initiatives. The CEO
emphasized that bank branch-
es must actively guide rural
applicants about available fi-
nancial programs in total
alignment with the Reserve
Bank of India mandates. He
firmly stated that financial in-

stitutions should maintain ab-
solute transparency when
handling public applications.

Addressing a common con-
sumer grievance, the official
clarified that if any submitted
document is found incom-
plete, banks must issue a for-
mal explanatory notice direct-
ly to the borrower outlining
the exact requirements rather
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than flatly rejecting the file.
This structured feedback loop
will enable eligible applicants
to correct their submissions
quickly.

The primary focus remains
on clearing massive backlogs
under major poverty allevia-
tion programs. These include
the National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission, Udyogini

Scheme, D. Devaraj Urs mi-
nority taxi loan schemes, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar welfare proj-
ects, Chief Minister’s em-
ployment programs, and var-
ious national social security
initiatives like the Atal Pen-
sion Yojana.

The crucial administrative
meeting was attended by
Zilla Panchayat Planning
Officer Ashok Kalghatagi,
District Lead Bank Manager
B.D. Siddaiah, and Reserve
Bank of India Chief Officer
Priya Gautami. The admin-
istrative body collectively
warned that any deliberate
delay or misuse of designat-
ed government funds would
attract immediate disci-
plinary actions from the
higher state planning author-
ities very soon.

A pillar that stood by Gowda in every season

Serving as the true heart of Karnataka’s most powerful political dynasty for over seven decades,
Chennamma Deve Gowda resiliently navigated both turbulent national politics and personal tragedies.

THE JOURNEY OF A
MATRIARCH:

BENGALURU

Behind the decades-long rise
of India’s eleventh Prime
Minister stood a silent force
who never sought the spot-
light, yet carried the weight of
a political empire on her
shoulders. For seventy-two
years, Chennamma Deve
Gowda reigned as the true
heart of Karnataka's most
powerful dynasty, gracefully
weathering every storm from
national political upheavals to
deep personal tragedies. To-
day, that enduring pillar of
strength finally came to rest,
leaving behind a legacy of
quiet resilience that shaped
the course of Indian history
from behind closed doors.
While her husband traveled
the nation shaping India's pol-
icies, the true soul of the
Deve Gowda household resid-
ed in a woman who turned a
politician’s residence into a
sanctuary for the poor. Chen-
namma Deve Gowda was far
more than a premier’s wife,
she was the patient ears of

Hassan’s rural heartland, bal-
ancing the chaotic demands of
a prime minister’s career with
unparalleled warmth. Her ex-
traordinary journey a master-
class in dignity, maternal
leadership, and fierce survival
has peacefully concluded,
drawing the curtains on an era
of unmatched grace.

It takes a rare kind of forti-
tude to raise a dynasty of
leaders, survive a devastating
life-threatening attack with
unshakeable dignity, and re-
main the emotional anchor of
a Prime Minister for over sev-
en decades. Chennamma
Deve Gowda lived a life de-

>1939: Born into a modest rural
farming family.

>1954: Married H.D. Deve
Gowda at the age of 17.

>1972: Managed the home as
her husband entered politics

>1996: Stood as the silent pillar
during his PM term.

>2026: Passed away peacefully
in Bengaluru at 85.

Key Legacy Spheres

ALegacy of Grace:

Despite sustaining 70%
burns from a family-dis-
pute acid attack in 2001,
she recovered with
immense courage. She
spent her final decades
focused on family unity
and temple service. Her
final rites will be held in
Hassan district.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS & PUBLIC WORK:

Her Unmatched Contribution.

Family Leadership

Raised four sons and two daughters into major
public leaders.

Community Support

Turned her home into a welcoming sanctuary
for poor villagers.

Personal Resilience

Miraculously survived a horrific 2001 acid
attack with dignity.

fined not by the political titles
of her family, but by the quiet
bravery with which she
shielded them. The matriarch
who anchored Karnataka’s

political tides from the shad-
ows has completed her long,
inspiring march, leaving an
irreplaceable void in the na-
tion's history.

ADC Raju mandates strict
temple security rules

MANGALURU

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Raju K has ordered
strict new security rules to
protect the heritage assets and
funds of local temples. The
directives aim to completely
prevent theft and financial
fraud during donation box ac-
counting.

Speaking at a district review
meeting, the Commissioner
stated that donation boxes,
known as hundis, must be
placed in highly visible areas
with strong security. To mod-
ernize systems and reduce
cash risks, temples under the
Religious Endowments De-
partment must install digital
payment options. Devotees
can now buy prasad, booking
services, and donate using
cashless methods. Officials
must regularly check these QR
codes to stop tampering.

The cash-counting process
faces the strictest updates. A lo-
cal Tahsildar must supervise all
counting sessions. Every single

step, from moving the physical
boxes to distributing cash among
counters, must be recorded on
video with a clear time and date
stamp. Any gold or silver items
found inside the hundis must be
officially valued on the exact
same day and safely deposited in
the district treasury.

Furthermore, a joint team of
police, revenue, and temple
officers will conduct surprise
inspections every fifteen days
to ensure compliance. Raju K
also emphasized the growth of
religious tourism, directing au-
thorities to upgrade roads,
parking spaces, and basic fa-
cilities for visitors. Assistant
Commissioner Jayamma and
several taluk officials attended
the meeting to implement
these strict safety guidelines
immediately.

COLLECTOR VISITS DROUGHT
HIT FARMS IN GADAG

GADAG

District Collector C.N. Sri-
dhar personally visited sev-
eral villages to inspect strug-
gling crops following a se-
vere drop in monsoon rain-
fall. The official checked
fields across Naragunda ta-
luk to assess the ground re-
ality facing local agricultural
communities.

The district recorded only
82.50 mm of actual rainfall
between June 1 and July 16,
showing a worrying 32.04%
deficit compared to the nor-
mal average of 121.4 mm.
Despite these dry conditions,
farmers have aggressively
sown 3,13,719 hectares this
season, up from last year.
Visiting Kalakeri and Hadali
villages, Sridhar observed
fields of green gram, black
gram, groundnut, maize, on-
ion, and cotton visibly dry-
ing and withering due to the
intense moisture shortage.

Walking through the
fields, the Collector interact-
ed directly with worried

of petitioner and father of respondent No.2 to 6 by name |
LATE MEHABOOB SAB S/0 LATE FAKRUDDIN SAB who !
died on 26.01.2017 at #515, Edga Mohalla, 20th Ward, !
Doddaballapura Town. !
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has interestedin
the said matter may appear in person or through an advocate !
duly authorized before the above said court on 31.07.2026
in default this matter in will be heard and disposed off an |
ex-parte order. '
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
17.07.2026. :
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura

Advocate: Mohammed Mumtaz, Opp to Thotagarike
Department, Nanjundappa Complex, Someshwara Layout,

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042

I I
"

farmers, offering them en-
couragement during this dif-
ficult period. To ensure ac-
curate government aid, he
urged all regional farmers to
complete their digital crop
surveys using the official
mobile application immedi-
ately. He explained that pre-
cise data helps the adminis-
tration present clear facts to
the state government for re-
lief measures.

Additionally, Sridhar re-
minded the community that
the final deadline to register
for the Karnataka Raitha
Suraksha Pradhanmantri
Fasal Bima Yojana is July
22, 2026.

This applies to both rain-
fed and irrigated green gram
and cotton crops. He advised
all loan-holding farmers to
secure insurance through
banks or cooperative societ-
ies. Joint Director of Agri-
culture Chetana Patila and
various horticulture depart-
ment officials accompanied
the Collector during this cru-
cial field inspection.
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Kaginele Matha
plans Guru
Purnima Mahotsav

HAVERI

A major planning conference
took place at the Kaginele Sri
Matha to organize the upcom-
ing Guru Purnima Mahotsav.
Scheduled for July 29, the
mega event will also com-
memorate the sacred pun-
yaradhana of the late Jagad-
guru Sri Birendra Keshav
Tarakananda Puri Swamiji.

The preparatory session
was guided by the spiritual
blessings of Sri Amogha Sid-
deshwara Swamiji, who
highlighted the deep cultural
significance of the Gu-
ru-Shishya tradition. He
urged citizens from all walks
of life to unite and make the
religious gathering a grand
success. Interestingly, the
dedicated devotees of Chitra-
durga district have stepped
forward to shoulder the com-
plete responsibility for exe-
cuting this year's massive
festival.

The committee held de-
tailed deliberations regarding
smooth vehicular movement,
security, traditional pooja rit-
uals, and the preparation of
mass meals for the public.
Community representatives
formally requested the Kuru-
ba community leaders and

The Kaginele Sri Matha
hosted a major
planning conference
for the July 29 Guru
Purnima Mahotsav,
with Chitradurga
devotees organizing
the massive spiritual
event

families across the region to
gather at Kaginele to receive
holy blessings. The mega fes-
tival aims to spread the vital
messages of religious devo-
tion, heritage, and social har-
mony among the thousands of
expected pilgrims.

Prominent dignitaries, in-
cluding matha trustee S.F.N.
Ghazi Gowdra, Rajendra
Haverannavara, and Kuruba
Samaj district president Naga-
raj Anveri, actively participat-
ed in the strategy meet. Gen-
eral secretary Hanumantha
Gowda Ghazi Gowdra, vice
president Ashok Banakara,
and leaders representing eight
different taluks also pledged
their full organizational sup-
port. Local authorities are
now finalizing all arrange-
ments to ensure a seamless
spiritual experience for the
arriving crowds.

awareness campaign

MANGALURU

A massive bike rally took
over the city streets to inspire
citizens to update their voting
details. The event was orga-
nized as part of a special pub-
lic awareness campaign fo-
cusing on the ongoing revi-
sion of the official voter list.

The major initiative was
launched under the joint lead-
ership of the Election Com-
mission of India, the District
Administration, the SWEEP
Committee, the Dakshina
Kannada Zilla Panchayat, and
the Mangaluru Municipal
Corporation. Deputy Com-
missioner Darshan H.V. offi-
cially flagged off the enthusi-
astic riders by waving the
green flag, signaling the start
of the community drive.

A large crowd of partici-
pants gathered at the Lalbagh
Mangaluru Municipal Corpo-
ration premises, where the
rally commenced. The long

line of bikers rode through
key areas of the city, success-
fully drawing public attention
before concluding their jour-
ney at the popular Kadri Park.

The primary goal of the ral-
ly was to remind local resi-
dents about the importance of
checking, correcting, and up-
dating their names on the vot-
er list to ensure full participa-
tion in upcoming elections.
Organizers emphasized that
every eligible citizen should
take responsibility for their
voting rights.

Several top district officials
joined the event to show their
support for the cause. Dakshi-
na Kannada Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer Nar-
wade Vinayak Karbari and
Municipal Corporation Com-
missioner Ravichandra Nayak
were present on the occasion,
along with other prominent
community leaders who
helped make the awareness
campaign a great success.

State launches massive
E-auction for liquor licenses

KOPPALA

The Karnataka government
has announced a major
e-auction for 579 liquor li-
censes, valid for the next
five years. The bidding pro-
cess will take place from
July 24 to July 31, 2026,
across the state. This in-
cludes 483 CL(2-A) and 96
CL(9-A) licenses, with Ben-
galuru Urban receiving the

largest share of 119. To pro-
mote social equity, the state
has implemented specific
reservation quotas for
Scheduled Castes and
Tribes. Eligible applicants
must register on the official
MSTC portal two days be-
fore their district’s auction.
This digital initiative aims
for transparency in the lu-
crative state excise sector’s
expansion.

Commissioner orders speed up of rural water missions

MANGALURU

Rural Drinking Water and
Sanitation Department Com-
missioner B. Fauzia Taran-
num has issued strict orders
to fast-track all pending
works under the Jaljeevan
Mission and Swachh Bharat
Mission.

Presiding over a high-level
progress review meeting at
the Dakshina Kannada Zilla

Panchayat, the Commission-
er emphasized that there
should be absolutely no de-
lays in execution. She direct-
ed officials to utilize the re-
leased funds responsibly and
conduct regular site inspec-
tions to ensure high-quality
construction. Tarannum high-
lighted that clean drinking
water, proper sanitation, and
efficient waste management
must remain the top priorities

for local authorities.

To protect public health,
she mandated regular collec-
tion and testing of water
samples to prevent contami-
nation. Specific guidance
was provided for upgrading
water purification units, sew-
age treatment systems, and
the multi-village water sup-
ply networks across Kadaba
and Bantwal taluks. Taluk
Executive Officers and Pan-

chayat Development Officers
were strongly warned against
any negligence in delivering
safe water.

Supporting the directive,
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Narvade Vinayak
Karbari urged officials and
contractors to take full re-
sponsibility. He noted that
completing these projects rap-
idly is crucial to preventing
water shortages in the coming

days and securing a continu-
ous supply for residents.
Prior to the meeting, Com-
missioner Tarannum person-
ally visited various construc-
tion locations to inspect the
ground reality. The session
concluded with detailed dis-
cussions involving local con-
tractors, alongside taluk and
district-level officers, to
streamline the remaining
work schedule efficiently.




KALABURAGI

SUNDAY » JULY 19, 2026

Highway raid foils welfare
grains smuggling attempt

VIDYANAGAR POLICE INTERCEPTED A HIGHWAY LORRY, SEIZING 200
QUINTALS OF BLACK-MARKET RATION GRAINS MEANT FOR POOR FAMILIES

DAVANAGERE

Local police blocked a major
black-market operation by
seizing 200 quintals of ration
rice and millet. The essential
food grains, meant for poor
families under government
welfare schemes, were being
transported illegally.

Acting on a precise tip-off
about food smuggling, the
Vidyanagar police launched a
swift raid near the national
highway close to Shamanur. A
team led by Police Sub-In-
spector Sachin Biradar inter-
cepted a large commercial
lorry coming from Harihar
and heading toward Banga-
lore. Upon searching the ve-
hicle, officers discovered the
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massive hidden cargo of ille-
gally collected grains. Author-
ities quickly confiscated both
the food supply and the truck,
arresting the driver, Zabiullah,
at the scene.

This major bust highlights
an ongoing battle against food
welfare scams in the state.
Local residents expressed an-
ger that food meant for hun-
gry citizens is instead being

stolen for private profit. A
similar scandal occurred re-
cently in Gangavathi, where
authorities seized thirty-five
tonnes of ration rice worth ten
lakh rupees heading to a pri-
vate mill, leading to strict
charges under the Essential
Commodities Act.

Vidyanagar police have of-
ficially registered a criminal
case and are now interrogat-
ing the driver to uncover the
larger network behind this
operation. Investigators want
to find out exactly where the
ration grains were stolen from
and who bought them. Offi-
cials promised that strict legal
consequences await anyone
caught stealing food from the
plates of the poor.

Patil launches major
border area infrastructure

SEDAM

Medical Education Minister
Dr. Sharan Prakash Patil has
unveiled a series of devel-
opment projects to boost
infrastructure in border vil-
lages. Launching new
works in Anantapur, the
minister announced a X1.7
crore bridge construction
project and a 325 lakh com-
munity hall. Addressing
critical power issues, Patil
confirmed that a new elec-
tricity sub-station is being
built at Khanderayanpalli to
stabilize regional energy
supply.

These initiatives aim to
improve connectivity and
economic growth for thou-
sands of local residents. Lo-
cal leaders and community
representatives attended the
event, marking a significant
step toward improving the
region’s essential services
and infrastructure.

The sub-station is expected to
become operational within
the next three months, which
will help overcome electricity-
related difficulties faced by
people.

—Medical Education and Skill
Development Minister Dr. Sharan
Prakash Patil

Major development

highlights:

Road Expansion: State Cabinet
approval secured for widening
the Vaghdari-Ribbanpalli road.

Massive Investment: Around
2400 crore allocated for the
extensive road development project.

Power Boost: New sub-station at
Khanderayanpalli to permanently
fix village electricity issues.

Community Growth: Over 21.95
crore combined funding for a new
bridge and community hall.

Tunga Dam overflows, while
relocated families suffer

SHIVAMOGGA

Ironically, while the nearby
Tunga Dam overflows as the
state’s first reservoir to fill this
season, fifty-seven relocated
families in Mandli Kallur are
suffering a severe drinking
water crisis. Local residents
have launched intense daily
protests, condemning the sheer
negligence of civic authorities.

Four years ago, the govern-
ment rehabilitated these poor
flood victims here, building
houses and roads but com-
pletely forgetting essential wa-
ter pipelines. Now, these fam-
ilies depend entirely on a sin-
gle, frequently broken bore-
well. When it fails, the munic-
ipality dispatches just one
water tanker, triggering chaot-
ic scrambles among desperate
women fighting to fill their
pots.

Left with no choice, resi-
dents risk their lives daily by
climbing down steep walls to

scoop highly polluted water
from the roaring Tunga canal
without safety ropes. This con-
taminated, silt-heavy water has
sparked a health crisis, causing
widespread fever, coughs, and
painful skin diseases among
children and the elderly.

The community noted that a
clean water supply system al-
ready serves an adjacent
neighborhood. They have re-
peatedly begged the corpora-
tion and water board to extend
those pipelines to their settle-
ment, but their pleas have fall-
en on deaf ears.

Exasperated by the empty
promises of politicians who
only visit during campaigns,
the furious colony members
have officially warned that
they will boycott all upcoming
elections unless clean water is
supplied. Residents lamented
that living without water next
to a surging river is like sitting
in darkness right beneath a
burning lamp.
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Agricultural cooperative caught
selling fake MKP fertilizer

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Furious farmers staged a mas-
sive protest against a local
agricultural cooperative after
discovering they were al-
legedly sold fake MKP fertil-
izer. The incident has sparked
outrage in the community, as
the store operated under the
trustworthy slogan 'By farm-
ers, for farmers'.

Trouble began when hun-
dreds of local growers pur-
chased what they believed
was premium water-soluble
fertilizer manufactured by the
reputed ICL Company. How-
ever, suspicious variations in
the packaging design and
poor product quality soon
raised alarms. Seeking an-
swers, the worried farmers
contacted the manufacturing
company directly, only to re-
ceive shocking confirmation
that the batches they bought
were completely counterfeit.

Reacting quickly to the
fraud, a large crowd of angry
farmers surrounded the shop
at Nandi Cross, demanding
immediate answers from the
owner, Mohan. The demon-
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stration later moved to the
Nandigiridham police station,
where the victims filed offi-
cial complaints demanding
strict legal action for their fi-
nancial losses.

Agriculture Department of-
ficials rushed to the scene to
defuse the tension and raided
the outlet. Inspectors exam-
ined the inventory, seized
documents, and sent fertilizer
samples to a state laboratory
for urgent testing. During this
sudden inspection, authorities

Furious farmers protested
at Nandi Cross after
discovering a local
agricultural cooperative *
allegedly sold them
counterfeit ICL fertilizer
under an expired trading
license ’

,-_-‘

discovered that the shop's of-
ficial trading license had al-
ready expired, meaning they
were operating illegally.

Distracted and betrayed,
local farmers are now de-
manding heavy compensa-
tion for their ruined crops
and strict punishment for the
culprits. Agriculture officials
confirmed that severe crim-
inal charges will be pressed
as soon as the chemical lab-
oratory reports confirm the
fraud.

Siddegowda
emphasizes lifestyle
changes for good
health

MANDYA

Local MLA A.B. Ramesh Bandi Sid-
degowda urged the public to get
mandatory health check-ups after
turning forty to catch illnesses early.
Speaking at a district health camp,
he emphasized that proper medical
follow-ups and lifestyle changes are
vital for maintaining good health.
Officials highlighted that timely
screenings easily detect non-commu-
nicable diseases like diabetes and
hypertension. Additionally, leaders
advised adopting balanced diets, reg-
ular exercise, and proper stress man-
agement. Alongside health tips, the
MLA requested citizens to cooperate
with booth level officers during the
current voter list revision process to
help strengthen democracy.

Raghavendra
urges voters to

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division,
SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210
No. EE/BId.1/AE-2,AE-4/2026-27/11

Date: 15.07.2026

GULBARGA ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned government of Karnataka undertaking)
CIN Number: U04010KA2002SGC030436

completerevision

INVITATION FORTENDER((IFT)

SHIKARIPURA

Lok Sabha member
B.Y. Raghavendra
has called upon cit-
izens to actively
participate in the
ongoing electoral
roll revision to en-
sure no eligible vot-
er is excluded.
During a public in-
teraction program in
Hithla village, Ra-
ghavendra noted
that the Special In-
tensive Revision
process is moving
smoothly across
Shikaripura taluk.
He commended
local party workers

installed at HE kitchen,

12 Months

the Tender:

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible
Tenderers for Annual Maintenance of water purifiers
reception, garage, periodic
inspection of gas line & chimney service, deep cleaning of
floors, sofa, chairs, Annual Maintenance of Fire Fighting
System, Providing and fixing Kannada Slogan Boards/
Signages Annual Maintenance of sanitary, water supply,
carpentry and other development works, total of 5 works
at various notified places. Approx. value of work: Min.
Rs. 6.45
Rs. 16,200/- Max.

lakhs, Max. Rs. 44.37
Rs. 61,400/-.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/DD-C.P/1701/KSMCA/2026-27

lakhs.
Cost of Document: As in
e-portal. Period of Completion for each work: from 3 Months to
(including rainy season). Last
downloading Tender through e-procurement portal
submission through online: For SI. No. 1 to 4: 22.07.2026
and for Sl. No. 5: 23.07.2026 up to 4.30 PM. Date of opening
as per e-procurement guidelines. Further
information, brief details of the works, Indent No.s, approx.
amount, EMD and mode of payment, Reservation, etc. can be
obtained from the above office or from e-procurement portal
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

EMD: Min.

:GESCOM/SEE(Procurement)/EE/AEE/25-26/35410-15

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION ( KPP PORTAL MODE ONLY)

PC-1495:Manufacture and Supply of EHV Grade Transformer Oil as per IS 335 2018
technical specification (Tender Amount Rs. 945.43 Lakhs) Dates : Bid documents available
at KPP Portal: on or after 21.07.2026 Last Date for Bid submission, Opening of Technical
Bid and opening of price Bid : As per KPP Portal. Bidder Qualifying Requirements: As per
tender documents (IFB). For additional information Contact: Superintending Engineer El.,
Procurement, Corporate Office, GESCOM, Kalaburagi-585102. Mobile: 9448499997.
Web Site Address : www.kppp.Karnataka.gov.in For information about the KPP portal,
contact the helpline at +91-8046010000/8068948777/9240214000/9240214001 or e-mail
address: support@eprochelpdesk.com
DIPR/Kalaburagi/336/

Deshpande Publicity/2026-27/

Sd/- Superintending Engineer El.,
GESCOM,Corporate Office, Kalaburagi

Date:18.07.2026

(Procurement)

date for
and
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Name of The Work

Renting of Gents Toilet & Ladies Toilet for First
Floor at Old, complex Building Jayanagara Shopping
1 |Complex 4th block, Jayanagara. Area in Sqft : 49.50
Contract period :
Rs. 1,00,000.00

5 Years or 60 Months. EMD :

Renting of Six Floor for office space at Sri
M.Vishweshwaraiah Shopping Complex Building, (New
2 [complex) 4th block, Jayanagara. (3rd call). Area in
Sqft : 4897.62 Contract period : 5 Years or 60 Months.
EMD:

Rs.1,00,000.00
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KALABURAGI

Bank fraud: ED
attaches JVL Agro’s
assets worth 23,94 cr

Prayagraj
The ED attached movable
and immovable properties
worth Rs 3.94 crore in con-
nection with a Rs 1,970
crore bank fraud by JVL
Agro Industries Limited
and others, an official said
on Saturday. The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), Al-
lahabad Sub-Zonal Office,
Prayagraj, attached the
properties by way of issu-
ance of three Provisional
Attachment Orders
(PAQOs) under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, said the ED
official in a statement. The
attachment action was in
connection with the ongo-
ing investigation in the
matter of JVL Agro Indus-
tries Limited and others.

Aadhaar App hits 4 cr
downloads amid
digital service push

New Delhi
The government-backed
Aadhaar App has crossed
4 crore (40 million) down-
loads, reflecting growing
adoptionof y_ 2

digital identi- ;ﬁ

ty services as Haap
millions of ‘
residents use
the platform to update

Aadhaar details, manage
security settings and ac-
cess other services, the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
said on Saturday. Accord-
ing to the ministry, the app
has emerged as a one-
stop digital platform for a
range of Aadhaar-related
services, including address
updates from home, mo-
bile number and email up-
dates, biometric lock and
unlock, and e-Aadhaar
downloads.

"~ NAME CHANGE |

|, HAMEEDULLA, S/o, ;
Rahamathulla Razak, Resident |
of No 5414/17, PID No
55 - 507 — 1371, 1st Main
Road 1st Cross Kolar Main
Road Vijayapura Devanahalli
Taluk Bengaluru Rural Dist
562135, have changed my
name to HAMEEDULLAH
, vide affidavit dated:
18.07.2026 before notary K C
SHASHIKALA, Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE

I, ARIFUNNISSA, W/o,
Rahmathulla Razack, Resident
of No 5414/17, PID No 55 —
507 — 1371, 1st Main Road
1st Cross Kolar Main Road
Vijayapura Devanahalli Taluk
Bengaluru Rural Dist 562135,
have changed my name to
ARIF UNNISA, vide affidavit
dated: 18.07.2026 before
notary K C SHASHIKALA,
Bengaluru.

. NAME CHANGE
RITIE LITRIVU
I, NAHIMA SIDDIKA, W/o,
Hameedullah, Resident of
No 5414/17, PID No 55 —
507 — 1371, 1st Main Road
1st Cross Kolar Main Road
Vijayapura Devanahalli Taluk
Bengaluru Rural Dist 562135,
have changed my name
to NAYEEMA SIDDIQUA,
vide affidavit dated:
18.07.2026 before notary K C
SHASHIKALA, Bengaluru.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Herein | Mrs A.Mukthabai Advocate do hereby
issued this public notice as under:
One Mr. M Mehaboob Basha S/o
Mahammadsab.M R/o Ballari has purchased
Plot No.89 msg East-West: 11.173 mtr North-
South: 6.09 mtr Total: 68.043570 Sq.mtr Plot
No.90 msg East-West: 11.402 mtr North-
South: 9.14 mtr Total: 104.2143 Sq.mtr Plot
No.91 msg East-West: 11.478 mtr North-
South: 9.14 mtr Total: 104.9089 Sq.mtr, in N.A.
Sy.N0.715/A1C(2)P), (Old Sy.No.1073/1A2)
msg 2.00 acres situate at Vasanth Nagar, Cowl
Bazaar, Ballari from K.Yashoda W/o K.Srinivas
under Registered Sale Deeds no. 15023/25-
26 dated 21.11.2025, 15022/25-26 dated
21.11.2025 & 15020/25-26 dated 21.11.2025
resply. Now M.Mehaboob Basha intends to
avail loan from Piramal Finance Ltd Ballari
Branch. If anybody having any right, title,
interest attachment, agreement of sale, court
case etc in respect of the above said property,
the same be informed to me in writing with
supporting documents within 7 (Seven) days
from the date of publication.
A. Muktha Bai, B.com, LL.B
Advocate & Notary
Door no 71/18, Il cross
opp. Dr. Bhrath kumar hospital,
Kappagal road, Bellary
phone: 256035/9448755216
Mail id: mukthabaiconsel@gmail.com
Place: Ballari, Date: 17.07.2026

=< CITYSHILIGHTS =

SUNDAY » JULY 19, 2026

RaGa: Wrong, guided by
falsehood and violence

Leader of Opposition in LS Rahul Gandhi slams Sonam Wangchuk's removal from

protest site, asserts no amount o

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday launched a sharp at-
tack on the BJP-led Central
government after climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk was
hospitalised following a 20-
day hunger strike at Delhi's
Jantar Mantar.

In a post on X using the
hashtag #ChhatronKiGoonj,
Gandhi accused the Narendra
Modi government of func-

tioning on the principles of

Asatya (lies) and Hinsa (vio-
lence). He criticised the Delhi
Police for removing Wangc-
huk from the protest site
while he was observing a
peaceful fast, calling the ac-
tion unjustified.

Rahul Gandhi said the on-
going protests were raising

-
f A 7
= .;&‘v—,‘

crucial concerns affecting In-
dia's youth, including alleged
paper leaks, the rising cost of
education and increasing inci-
dents of student suicides. He
asserted that these issues are
central to the country's future
and said no amount of force
could silence students or
those supporting their cause.
The agitation at Jantar
Mantar has been demanding
the resignation of Union Edu-

cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over the alleged
NEET paper leak controversy.

Several Opposition leaders
also condemned the police
action against Wangchuk. Tri-
namool Congress chief Ma-
mata Banerjee expressed con-
cern over the activist's deteri-
orating health, stating that his
repeated appeals for dialogue
had been met with silence.
She said peaceful dissent de-
serves engagement in a de-
mocracy and lamented that
the voices of young Indians
continue to be ignored.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera also criticised the Cen-
tre, saying the Constitution
guarantees the right to dissent
and alleging that the Union
Home Ministry was attempt-
ing to suppress democratic
protests.

f force can deter students from raising.

WHAT’S THE ISSUE?

= Sonam Wangchuk was on a
hunger strike in Delhi's Jantar
Mantar demanding Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s
resignation over NEET-UG
question paper leak.

= Police forcibly shifted
Wangchuk to hospital from the
protest site on the 20th day
citing ‘deteriorating health’

m Rahul Gandhi accuses Centre of
Asatya and Hinsa

= Opposition condemns police
action at Jantar Mantar.

m Protest linked to demands over
the alleged NEET paper leak.

= Mamata Banerjee and Pawan
Khera back Wangchuk's right to
peaceful protest.

Cyber fraud kingpin
arrested in Haryana

ROHTAK

The Special Operations
Group (SOGQG) of Gujarat Po-
lice's Valsad unit has arrested
the alleged mastermind be-
hind an international illegal
call centre that was busted in
Dungra last month, marking a
major breakthrough in an in-
vestigation into an interna-
tional cyber fraud network.

The accused, identified as
33-year-old businessman Yu-
vraj Saluja, was arrested from
Rohtak in Haryana and hand-
ed over to the investigating
officer at Vapi GIDC Police
Station for further legal pro-
ceedings.

The case originated from a
raid conducted on June 11 at
a bungalow in Dungra, where
police uncovered an alleged
illegal international call cen-
tre. During the operation, 11
people, including the alleged
operator Rajesh alias Raj
Tholar, were arrested.

According to investigators,
the call centre targeted for-
eign nationals using inter-
net-based Wi-Fi calling ser-
vices and allegedly carried
out fraud related to server

services and the redemption
of gift cards. Police subse-
quently launched an exten-
sive technical investigation
to identify the server provid-
er and those facilitating the
illegal transactions.

Officials said the investi-
gation was led by Police In-
spector D.D. Parmar, with
technical support from per-
sonnel of the Local Crime
Branch and IT experts. The
cyber probe began with just
a virtual number generated
through a Chinese applica-
tion. Investigators analysed
over 1,000 IP addresses, ex-
amined Internet Protocol
Detail Records (IPDRs) and
studied digital activity
linked to the virtual number
service.

Despite receiving no coop-
eration from foreign compa-
nies, the team successfully
traced the suspect's location
to Rohtak through technical
analysis. Police described Sa-
luja's arrest as a significant
breakthrough that has
strengthened the investigation
into the international cyber
fraud racket operating from
Gujarat.

Documentlost | NAMECHANGE |

This is to inform to General public that
my client Smt.Shameemunnisa W/
olate Sri.Syedpashajan. Residing at
KK.Pete , Darghamohalla, Sidlghatta
Town and Taluk, Chikkaballapura Dis-
trict, I am the Owner of the Below
said Property,while Sale Deed for tak-
en Certified copy ,have lost following
Documents of property pertating to
below Mentioned property Situated at
Residing at KK Pete , Darghamohalla,
Sidlghatta Town and Taluk, Chikka-

| SAJEEDA BEGUM W/o,
Ghouse Khan, resident
of No 04, Subramanya

Layout Rama Murthy Nagar

Vijinapura Bengaluru Dist,
560016, Have Changed
My Name From SAJIDA

Feeding spots for stray dogs

CHENNAI

The Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration (GCC) has significantly
expanded its network of des-
ignated community dog feed-
ing areas, increasing the num-
ber of authorised locations
from eight to 40 across all 15
city zones.

The move comes nearly
seven months after the civic
body introduced dedicated
feeding spots in compliance
with Supreme Court direc-
tions to regulate the feeding
of community dogs in urban
areas.

The newly identified loca-
tions have been spread across
the city, with several zones
now having multiple desig-
nated feeding points. Areas
covered under the expanded
network include Royapuram,
Kolathur, Anna Nagar,
Koyambedu, Teynampet, Be-
sant Nagar, Tiruvanmiyur,
Perungudi, Palavakkam, Nee-
langarai, Thoraipakkam,
Karapakkam and Sholinganal-
lur, among others.

The Corporation had first
notified eight feeding loca-
tions in December 2025 after
the Supreme Court directed
urban local bodies to earmark
specific places where commu-
nity dogs could be fed.

At the time, officials had
indicated that the long-term
objective was to establish at
least two feeding spots in
each of Chennai’s 15 admin-
istrative zones.

expanded to 40 sans SOP
I
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Although the number of au-
thorised feeding sites has in-
creased substantially, the sup-
porting infrastructure is still
in its early stages.

Signboards identifying the
designated locations have
been installed only at a few
places, while none of the sites
currently has a shelter or cov-
ered structure to facilitate or-
ganised feeding or protect the
areas from littering during
adverse weather.

The GCC is yet to finalise a
standard operating procedure
(SOP) governing the use and
maintenance of these feeding
zones. Officials acknowledge
that limited public awareness
has also affected implementa-
tion, with many animal feed-
ers continuing to place food
along roadsides instead of
using the designated sites, un-
dermining the purpose of the
initiative.

-
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Dhami halts

NATION

axing of trees for
road project

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Sat-
urday announced an immedi-
ate halt to tree felling in the
'Saat Mod' forest stretch for
the Bhaniyawala—Rishikesh
highway-widening project,
stating that no further work
will be undertaken until a
consensus is reached among
all stakeholders.

The decision comes amid
sustained protests by environ-
mentalists and local residents
against the proposed felling of
more than 4,000 trees for the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) project.
Demonstrators recently ob-
served 'Black Harela' instead
of celebrating Uttarakhand's
annual Harela festival, high-
lighting their opposition to the
road expansion and its envi-
ronmental impact.

In a post on X, Dhami said
he had taken serious note of
the concerns raised by citi-
zens, environmental groups
and local communities re-
garding the Dehradun—Rishi-
kesh four/six-lane highway
project. He directed officials
to respect public sentiment,
protect the environment and
engage with all stakeholders
before proceeding further.

The Chief Minister clarified
that the highway expansion is
an important infrastructure
project being implemented by
the NHAI in accordance with
High Court directions and af-
ter obtaining the required stat-
utory and environmental
clearances.

He also highlighted that the
project incorporates several
wildlife mitigation measures,
including a 3.5-kilome-
tre-long elephant underpass
and special culverts for small-

The Uttarakhand Chief
Minister says no
further work will be
undertaken until a
consensus is reached
among all stakeholders

The pressing
points

The X743-crore, 20-km
Bhaniyawala—Jol-
lygrant—Rishikesh

highway project aims
to improve connectivity
for the Char Dham Yatra

and Dehradun's Jolly

Grant Airport. However,

the four/six-laning de-

velopment faces intense

protests over its ecologi-

cal impact on the Shiva-

lik Elephant Reserve and
local wildlife corridors.
The widening project

has sparked a major

environmental face-off,
primarily because the

route requires the felling
of over 4,300 mature

trees.

er animals. These features are
intended to facilitate safe
wildlife movement and re-
duce incidents of road acci-
dents involving animals, par-
ticularly in the elephant corri-
dor along the route.

The approximately 20-kilo-
metre project is being execut-
ed under the Hybrid Annuity
Mode (HAM) at an estimated
cost of Rs 743 crore. The state
government has maintained
that future work will proceed
only after dialogue and in the
larger public interest.

BEGUM to SAJEEDA
BEGUM vide affidavit
Sworn before Notary K C
SHASHIKALA, Bengaluru
Dated: 18.07.2026.

ballapura District, had published the
factum of lost of his  Original Sale
deed, Dated;- 13-05-1985, Registered
Sale Deed, executed by Sri, Syed Ab-
dulsabi, s/o Late, Syed Babasab, Sri.
Syed Rasheed and her Childerens 1]| |C
Syed Sadik, and 2] Syed Mohammed,
and 3]Syed Abdulla, he is Minor Rep
by Her Mother Gorima as Natural
Guardian, in favour of Smt.M.Padma
W/o Sri.M.N.Nagaraju, with respect
to schedule property, which is regis-| |p
tered as Book no.1, Volume no.1181,
at Pages 10-17, in regd as document
No.194,in registered in the office of
the Sub-registrar, Sidlaghatta, whichis| | g,

schedule property herein. , in respect| | Ramakrishna s/o Siddappa, in

of Sweeper Colony, Town Municipal-
ity Site no.372/3417/A, Situated at
KK.Pete, Sidlghatta Town and Taluk,
Chikkaballapura District, In Measuring
East to West 16 %2 feet and North to
South 27 feet, and in Front of House
East to West 15 feet and North to
South 12 feet Vacant site. [Item no.1],
police complaint have been filed with
regards to loss of the above said
Document vide complaint in NCR
NO. Lost Report no.2315441/2026,
DATED;-18-07-2026, and complaint
dated;-18-07-2026, by respective per-
son, if anybody finds these Document
please inform within 7 Days in Below
mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-18-07-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANILM;-9980110692

T

Document Lost

This is to inform to General public
that my client Smt, Pramilamma w/o

halli village, Kasaba Hobali, Bang-
arapete Taluk, I am the Owner of
the Below said Property,while Sale
Deed for taken Digital copy ,have
lost following Documents of prop-
erty pertating to below Mentioned

halapathy Y.C., Residing at Kara-

Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences

Ph: 08262-295347

Teguru, Chikkamagaluru — 577 133
E-Mail: directorcims2020@gmail.com

Website: https://cimschikkamagaluru.karnataka.gov.in

No. CIMS/Doctors(C)/01/2026-27

Recruitment Notification

Date: 15.07.2026

As per Government Circular No.: HFW/21/HSN/2025, dated: 18.01.2025 and Government Circular No.: HFW/MOQOS/
MIS/05/2026-27, dated: 08.06.2026 for the remaining posts of Doctors not filled among the posts created for
administration of Araluguppe Mallegowda District Hospital which is the teaching hospital of Chikkamagaluru
Institute of Medical Sciences will be appointed on contract basis as per By-laws and Cadre and Recruitment
Rules of the Institution. Interested candidates should submit the application along with two copies of
educational certificates and the original certificates as per the educational qualification required for the
post in person or through Registered Post within 5.00 PM on 29.07.2026 to The Office of The Director,
Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences, Teguru, Chikkamagaluru — 577 133.

Ink-like liquid
hurledat CJP
founder Dipke

New Delhi

A woman hurled ink-

like liquid at Cock-

roach Janta Party
(CJP) founder Abhi-
jeet Dipke on Satur-
day while he was ad-
dressing supporters
at New Delhi's Jantar
Mantar following the

person,if anybody finds these Doc-
ument please inform within 7 Days
in Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-17-07-2026

K.S.HARISH KUMAR

ADVOCATE

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
EMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

DIPR/ckm//ksmca/26-27/74/540

from recognized Universities and Affiliated Colleges. 2) Appointment is on contract basis and temporary. It
will not be considered for any permanent appointment and candidates cannot exercise any rights. 3) Contract
period is only for 06 months and renewal of posts is subject to future Government Orders. 4) Should have
compulsorily registered with the Medical Council.
Candidates, along with the application, should submit a D.D. for Rs. 1,000/- drawn in favour of The Director,
Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences, Chikkamagaluru. Applications can be downloaded from the
website htt[s://cimschikkamagaluru.karnataka.gov.in of Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences and
candidates can submit the application along with the required educational and other relevant documents.
Sd/- Dean and Director Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences,Chikkamagaluru.
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IBuakr’wgl;:r:;jt)S?a?:kprzssea?;BI—TSEQI? 6 Psychiatrist 1 MD/DNB in Psycaitry 2) Cat. li(a), or (ll)b, lli(a) or lli(b) of |Consolidated after the ink was
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in Mela§urinﬁ 35x£4 Fee;'sI ,dpoli'cs g | Obsterics and 3 MS/DNB in Obstertrics 3) General-43 Years. identity of the wom-
complaint have been filed wit Gyneology and Gvnecolo an gnd the.mclmve
regards to loss of the above said Y gy behind the incident
Document vide complaint in NCR| g Pathology 2 MS/DNB in Pathology are yet to be ascer-
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the circumstances
surrounding the epi-
sode. The incident
came shortly after
Dipke announced
that he would begin
an indefinite hunger
strike in protest
against Wangchuk's
removal from the
demonstration site.
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Senior Merzally resigns

after coming under
pressurein Germany
CHNEWS, BERLIN
Jens Spahn, a senior
member of Germany’s rul-
ing conserv-
atives, re-
signed on
Saturday
3 after having
a baby born
toasurro-

gate mother in the United
States, a move at odds
with his own party’s oppo-
sition to surrogacy, ac-
cording to a letter seen.
Spahn, 46, the parliamen-
tary leader of Chancellor
Friedrich Merz’s Christian
Democrat party and its
sister Christian Social Un-
ion (CDU/CSU), drew hea
vy criticism after news em
erged that he had become
a parent with his hu sband
through a surrogate moth-
er. Surrogacy is prohi bited
in Germany, although it is
notillegal to bringup a
child born of a surrogate
mother outside Germany.

Iran expands strikes across Gulf

. WASHINGTON
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Iran widened the conflict by targeting Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Jordan,
damaging key infrastructure and warning of more retaliatory strikes against US allies.

CH NEWS, DUBAI

The conflict between Iran and
the United States escalated
sharply on Saturday as Tehran
launched coordinated missile
and drone attacks on several
American allies in the Gulf,
including Kuwait, Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia and Jordan,
marking a significant expan-
sion of hostilities one week
after a fragile ceasefire col-
lapsed.

Kuwait bore the brunt of the
attacks, with repeated missile
and drone strikes forcing the
suspension of operations at
Kuwait International Airport.
A desalination plant was hit,
raising concerns over essential
water supplies, while Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation con-
firmed that one of its oil facil-
ities suffered extensive dam-
age. Authorities said several
firefighters and oil sector
workers were injured while
responding to the attacks.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) claimed
responsibility for targeting
Camp Arifjan, a major U.S.
military support facility, and
destroying a radar installation
at Ali Al Salem Air Base in
Kuwait. The IRGC said the
strikes were retaliation for re-
cent U.S. attacks on Iranian
infrastructure, including bridg-
es and power facilities.

Iran also claimed to have
targeted Sheikh Isa Air Base in

Bahrain and launched missile
and drone attacks on the U.S.
base at Al Azraq in Jordan, al-
leging that multiple American
military aircraft had been de-
stroyed. However, these
claims could not be inde-
pendently verified.

In Saudi Arabia, early warn-
ing alarms sounded near
Prince Sultan Air Base in
Al-Kharj and in Yanbu along
the Red Sea coast after sus-
pected Iranian attacks, accord-

What's latest

m Kuwait airport suspends
operations after attacks.

m Oil facility and desalina-
tion plant damaged.

m IRGC claims strikes on
U.S. bases in Kuwait,
Bahrain and Jordan.

= Saudi Arabia reports
air raid alerts near key
military sites.

m Regional tensions rise as
conflict spreads across
the Gulf.

matter.

O ibcworldnews.com

Experts question military
hormone screening policy

i U.S. Defense Secretary Pete
i Hegseth this week ordered
i annual testosterone-deficien-
i cy screening for active-duty
¢ and reserve service members
¢ age 30 and older, which he
i says will help to maintain
i military readiness.

But many medical profes-

i sionals warn it might do noth-
i ing of the sort and instead
i could increase service mem-
i bers’ risk of infertility or other
i consequences if testosterone
i is prescribed inappropriately.

The mandate is one of sev-

¢ eral recent healthcare policy
i changes implemented by
i Hegseth and other Trump ad-
¢ ministration cabinet officers
i that have sparked debate
: among experts and raised
ing to sources familiar with the :
i ic basis, if any, supports them.

The widening conflict has :
heightened fears of a broader
regional war, with Iran warn-
ing that further U.S. military
actions would invite additional :
retaliatory strikes against |
American interests and allied
nations across the Middle East. !

questions about what scientif-

Hegseth has also reversed
the military’s long-standing
flu vaccine mandate, a
decision that was walked
back after a flu outbreak,
while the Department of
Health and Human Services
removed 17 members from its

vaccine advisory panel and
altered its vaccine recommen-
dations.

Five of six men’s health ex-
perts contacted for this story
said they were puzzled by the
announcement on testosterone
testing and concerned it may
lead to unnecessary or even
har mful treatment. Hegseth
said testing would be accom-
panied by advice to help sol-
diers ma ke decisions about
treatment, which would be
voluntary.

The goals, he added, are to
ensure troops have the right
testosterone levels to operate
at their absolute best and to
improve their resilience, lon-
gevity and performance, so as
to ensure the military’s com-
bat readiness.

Four of the six doctors said
there was no solid evidence
suggesting that screening for
low testosterone in all mili-
tary personnel aged 30 and
older would optimize U.S.
readiness for combat.

We hear from patients that
when you treat low T, things
like cognitive alertness and
sta mina improve.

Stir rocks Kylv over defence

CARACAS

Venezuela’s military response
to last month’s devastating
earthquakes has come under
intense scrutiny after multiple
sources revealed that delayed
orders, equipment shortages
and poor coordination signifi-
cantly hampered rescue opera-
tions during the crucial first
days following the disaster.
The twin earthquakes, mea-
suring 7.2 and 7.5 in magni-
tude, struck the country’s coast
and caused widespread de-
struction, particularly in La
Guaira state. The region, which
houses Venezuela’s main inter-
national airport, a major sea-
port and several high-rise resi-
dential complexes, suffered
catastrophic damage as numer-

QUICK READ

Punjab National Bank
Q1 profit surges
threefold on growth

CH NEWS, New Delhi
State-owned Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) report-
ed a nearly three-fold rise
in consolidated net profit
to Rs 5,339 crore for the
first quarter of FY27, com-
pared to Rs 1,832 crore in
the corresponding period
last year. The bank’s glob-
al business reached Rs
29.98 lakh crore, support-
ed by an 8.5 per centin-
crease in deposits and
12.7 per cent growth in ad-
vances. Vehicle loans and
MSME lending recorded
strong double-digit
growth. Asset quality im-
proved, with the gross
NPA ratio declining to 2.78
per cent and the net NPA
ratio falling to 0.28 per
cent. Digital transactions
rose 24 per cent, while
PNB One active users
crossed 270 lakh.

ous buildings either collapsed
completely or sustained severe
structural failures.

The government has official-
ly confirmed around 5,000
deaths, although independent
experts, including the United
States Geological Survey, esti-
mate that the final toll could be
nearly twice as high.

Acting President Delcy Ro-
driguez has defended the gov-
ernment’s handling of the cri-
sis, stating that nearly 4,000
officials were deployed imme-

Centre explores digital land

India’s innovation potential

. NEW DELHI

diately after the earthquakes.

However, residents, eyewit- :
nesses and sources familiar |
with the rescue efforts told that
military personnel and police
were largely absent during the
critical early hours when survi-
vors remained trapped beneath
¢ of Commander-in-Chief Olek-

In the absence of an organ-
ised government response, lo-
cal residents led rescue efforts :
using basic tools to search for
survivors and recover victims.
Volunteers distributed food and :
emergency supplies while risk-
ing their own lives to pull peo-
ple from the debris. Interna- :
tional rescue teams, firefighters
and civil protection personnel
i es against Russia. Protesters

collapsed structures.

later joined the operation,

along with a limited number of
i weaken Ukraine’s war effort at

Venezuelan soldiers.

KYIV

Thousands of demonstrators
gathered outside Ukraine’s
presidential office in Kyiv for a
second consecutive day on Sat-
urday, demanding the dismissal

sandr Syrskyi following Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s
surprise removal of Defence
Minister Mykhailo Fedorov.
The reshuffle has sparked
widespread criticism, with
many Ukrainians viewing Fe-
dorov, a 35-year-old technology
expert, as a key architect of the
country’s recent military inno-
vations and battlefield success-

argued that his departure could

a critical stage of the conflict.
Among those participating
was 27-year-old combat medic
Andriy, who lost a lower limb
during the war. Holding a plac-
ard reading, Can not stand.

records credit integration

DoLR and RBIH discussed leveraging Digital Public Infrastructure to
strengthen land governance and streamline rural credit delivery.

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

The Department of Land Re-
sources (DoLR) under the
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment (MoRD) is exploring the
integration of digital land re-
cords with the Unified Lending
Interface (ULI) to improve
access to institutional credit for
farmers and rural households.
The initiative aims to facilitate
faster, secure and con-
sent-based lending by linking
authenticated land records with
digital lending platforms.

The proposal was discussed
during a high-level meeting
between DoLR and the RBI
Innovation Hub (RBIH),
chaired by DoLR Secretary
Narendra Bhooshan. RBIH
Chief Executive Officer Sahil
Kini and senior officials from
both organisations reviewed
ways to leverage Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) to

strengthen land governance
and streamline rural credit de-
livery. Officials discussed how
interoperable digital land re-
cords could reduce paperwork,
improve transparency and en-
able quicker loan approvals.
The proposed integration is
expected to support the digital
issuance of Kisan Credit Cards
(KCC) and other agricultural
loans, making institutional fi-
nance more accessible while

lowering transaction costs and
processing time. The meeting
also examined safeguards, in-
cluding mortgage information
sharing and flag- marking
mechanisms, to prevent multi-
ple loans being issued against
the same land parcel. These me
asures are intended to strength-
en risk management while en-
suring that authenticated land
re cords can serve as reliable
digital assets for formal lend-

Digital land records
link with ULI

m Meeting strengthens
rural institutional credit
access.

m Interoperable systems
reduce loan paperwork
significantly.

m Safeguards prevent mul-
tiple land parcel loans.

m Digital infrastructure eas-
es agricultural financing
processes.

Bhu-Aadhaar.

Yo
P,

Will not stay silent, he accused
Syrskyi of repeated clashes
with senior military command-
ers and warned that retaining
him could undermine
Ukraine’s effectiveness on the

“ Ordered the reshuffle

because the relationship between
Defence Minister Mykhailo
Fedorov and Commander-in-Chief
Oleksandr Syrskyi had broken
down completely, making
effective cooperation impossible.
—Volodymyr Zelenskiy,
President

battlefield.President Zelenskiy
defended the reshuffle, saying
the differences between Fedor-
ov and Syrskyi had become so
severe that the two could no
longer work together. He also
appointed former police chief
Thor Klymenko as head of the
National Security and Defence
Council to improve coordina-
tion across the country’s de-
fence and security institutions.

BUSINESS

Sitharaman highlights

¢ Union Finance Minister Nir-
¢ mala Sitharaman on Saturday
¢ called upon entrepreneurs to
i overcome hesitation, embrace
¢ risk and leverage technology
i to accelerate India’s econom-
¢ ic growth and help the coun-
i try achieve its vision of be-
¢ coming a developed nation by
£2047.

Addressing the Special Ple-

¢ nary Session of the YiFi En-
¢ trepreneurship Summit 2026
i in Madurai, Sitharaman said
¢ India is expected to contribute
¢ one-sixth of global economic
i growth in the coming years
: but has the potential to raise
¢ its contribution further
i through entrepreneurial inno-
i vation and ambition.

Highlighting India’s ex-

i panding startup ecosystem,
i Sitharaman said more than
ing. Par ticipants emphasi sed :
the need for common data st
andards, secure application :
programming interface (API) :
inte roperability and wider i over 23 lakh jobs. She also
adoption of the Unique Land :
Parcel Identification Number :
(ULPIN), also known as
i (UPI) processing more than

2.4 lakh startups recognised
by the Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) have generated

pointed to the success of dig-
ital public infrastructure, with
Unified Payments Interface

FM Sitharaman urges
entrepreneurs to
embrace risk,
leverage technology
and drive India’s
economic growth
towards the Viksit
Bharat 2047 vision.

“The country’s
growth need not
remain limited to
one-sixth of
global expansion and questloned
why India could not aim for a
one-fourth share. The Finance
Minister emphasised that
achieving this goal would depend
on entrepreneurs and the
nation’s young workforce.”

—Nirmala Sitharaman,
Union Finance Minister

20 billion transactions every
month.

The Finance Minister said
technology has reduced barri-
ers between talent and oppor-
tunity, enabling businesses to
access markets, resources and
information beyond geo-
graphical limitations.

PM-AJAY benefits 47.5 lakh people nationwide

Large-cap funds lead

June inflows: Report

NEW DELHI

India’s large-cap mutual funds
attracted the highest inflows
among equity fund categories in
June despite delivering the
weakest year-to-date (YTD)
performance, highlighting the
resilience of systematic invest-
ment plan (SIP)-driven invest-
ments, according to a report by
Vallum Capital.

The report said large-cap fun
ds received net inflows of Rs 9,
656 crore during June even thou
gh they were down 5.4 per cent

. NEW DELHI

so far this year. The strong in- ;| The Pradhan Mantri Anu-
flows were largely supported by :
automatic SIP contributions, re :
flecting continued investor con-
fidence in established compa- :
nies. Mid-cap funds registered
the sharpest increase in monthly
inflows, rising by more than Rs :
1,336 crore, while small-cap i Scheduled Caste (SC) com-
funds attracted Rs 4,508 crore.
Small-cap funds also emerged :
as the best-performing category
with a 9.3 per cent YTD return.
Healthcare remained the stand- :
out sector in 2026, delivering :
nearly 15 per cent YTD returns. :

suchit Jaati Abhyuday Yojana
(PM-AJAY) has benefited
more than 47.5 lakh people
and transformed 16,759 vil-
lages into Adarsh Grams,
strengthening the socio-eco-
nomic empowerment of

munities across the country,
the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment said on
Saturday.

According to the ministry,
the flagship scheme focuses
on poverty reduction, liveli-

hood generation and infra-
structure development
through a technology-enabled
and outcome-oriented imple-
mentation framework aimed
at promoting inclusive
growth.

The Adarsh Gram compo-
nent of PM-AJAY has cov-
ered 47,316 villages, benefit-
ing 47,59,399 citizens. A se-
nior ministry official said that
46,782 development works
have been completed, while
24,133 Village Development
Plans (VDPs) have been pre-
pared to guide integrated de-
velopment in SC-majority

PM-AJAY promotes
inclusive growth
through
technology-enabled
development,
covering 47,316
villages, benefiting
47.5 lakh citizens,
completing 46,782
works and
preparing 24,133
village plans.

villages. The ministry said
16,759 villages have been of-

ficially declared Adarsh
Grams, reflecting substantial
improvements in infrastruc-
ture, basic services and overall
quality of life.

To strengthen educational
support, the government has
allocated Rs 22.50 crore in the
2026-27 financial year for the
construction of three hostel
projects, including two for
girls, which will provide ac-
commodation facilities for 750
students.

Union Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment Dr.
Virendra Kumar said PM-
AJAY plays a key role in ad-

dressing socio-economic dis-
parities through focused inter-
ventions, community participa-
tion and convergence with
other development pro-
grammes. The ministry has
also strengthened digital gov-
ernance through the PM-AJAY
Portal and AJAY Mobile Ap-
plication, enabling online
preparation of Village Devel-
opment Plans, project apprais-
al, fund tracking, beneficiary
monitoring and geo-tagged
reporting to ensure transparen-
cy, accountability and effective
implementation across all stag-
es of the scheme.
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India Juniors End Belgium Tour Strongly

India's U21 men's hockey team finished its Belgium exposure tour with a morale-boosting

ANTWERP

The Indian junior (U21) men’s
hockey team wrapped up its
six-match exposure tour of
Belgium on a positive note, de-
feating the Netherlands 4-3 in
a thrilling final fixture after
facing some of Europe’s stron-
gest hockey nations.

The tour, held from July 5 to
18, provided the young Indian
side with valuable international
experience against Austria, Bel-
gium, Germany and the Nether-
lands. India began the campaign
with a 2-4 defeat to Austria but
responded emphatically in the
second match, registering a con-
vincing 4-1 victory with three

field goals and a successful pen-
alty-corner conversion.

The team then produced
competitive performances de-
spite narrow defeats. India lost
2-3 to hosts Belgium before
suffering a heartbreaking 0-1
defeat against Germany, which
scored through a last-minute
penalty corner. Another 2-4

loss to Belgium followed, but
the Indian squad ended the tour
on a high with an attacking
masterclass against the Nether-
lands at the Hockey Centre of
Excellence in Antwerp.

New coach Frederic Soyez
praised the team's steady im-
provement throughout the tour,
highlighting the players' adapt-

win over the Netherlands |mpressmg coach Frederic Soyez.

ability, commitment and resil-
ience. He said every match
helped the squad grow in con-
fidence and tactical awareness,
with the final game reflecting
the significant progress made
over the course of the cam-
paign.

Soyez added that while consis-
tency and efficiency in crucial mo-

ments remain areas for improve- @

ment, the tour had laid a strong
foundation for the team's future.
He expressed confidence

that the experience gained g

against top European opposi-
tion would accelerate the play-
ers' development and prepare
them for upcoming interna-
tional competitions.

Tourat aGlance

© Duration: July 5-18,2026
© Matches: 6

© Wins: Austria (4-1),

Netherlands (4-3)

Losses: Austria (2-4),
Belgium (2-3 & 2-4),
Germany (0-1)

Coach: Frederic Soyez praised
the team’s progress, resilience
and learning throughout the
European exposure tour.

‘We want to play the final”:
India captain Salima Tete

NEW DELHI

As anticipation builds for the
FIH Hockey World Cup Bel-
gium and Netherlands 2026,
scheduled for August 15 to
30, the Indian Women's Team
will enter the tournament with
confidence, belief and a re-
newed determination to chal-
lenge the world's best.

Riding on the winning mo-
mentum and an unbeaten run
to clinch the FIH Nations Cup
title, India captain Salima
Tete is optimistic about the
team going the distance and
creating history.

Drawn in Pool D, India will
open their campaign against
China on August 16, followed
by matches against South Af-
rica on August 18 and En-
gland on August 20.

Salima will lead the team
for the first time at a World
Cup, shouldering the respon-
sibility of guiding the squad
that comprises experienced
campaigners and promising
young talent.

As the 20-member squad
enters the final phase of its
preparations under Chief
Coach Sjoerd Marijne, Salima
took time out from a busy
schedule to talk at length

about the team’s aspirations.

Q. This is going to be your
first World Cup as captain.
How excited or nervous are
you as you step into this pres-
tigious tournament as a lead-
er?

It is a very special feeling
for me. Of course, I am excit-
ed, but I am also a little ner-
vous because this is the big-
gest tournament in hockey
and leading India is a huge
responsibility. Every player
dreams of playing in a World
Cup, and now I have the op-
portunity to captain the team,
which makes it even more
meaningful.

We played good hockey in
the last World Cup, but the
results did not go the way we
wanted. This time, we are all
talking about going much fur-
ther and reaching the final.
That is the dream we all
share.

Kapil Gives England Shght Edge

NEW DELHI

Former India captain Kapil
Dev believes England have a
slight advantage over India
ahead of the series-deciding
third ODI at Lord's on Sun-
day, citing home conditions as
a key factor while stressing
that India are yet to perform
consistently as a settled unit.

The three-match ODI series
is finely poised at 1-1 after
India secured a convincing
win in the opening match at
Edgbaston before En-
gland levelled the con-
test with a four-wicket
victory in Cardiff.
Joe Root's unbeaten
99 guided the hosts
to the series-level-
ling triumph, setting
up a winner-takes-all
clash at the iconic
Lord's Cricket
Ground.

Speaking to IANS, the
1983 World Cup-winning
captain described the contest
as evenly balanced but felt
England hold a marginal ad-
vantage because of familiar
conditions. Kapil also ob-
served that India's perfor-
mances in the T201 series and
the ongoing ODI series indi-

50-50 at the moment.
Since England are playing at
home, you can say they have a
slight edge, maybe 51 percent.

If this Indian side starts clicking as
aunit, | would even give them
a 60 percent chance.

I think
both teams are

— Kapil Dev

— Kapil Dev

cate the team
is still searching for the right
combination and rhythm.
Despite the setback in Car-
diff, India have reasons for
optimism. Virat Kohli re-
turned to form with a fluent
half-century, while Jasprit

Bumrah continues to spear-
head the bowling attack. Cap-
tain Rohit Sharma, however,
will be expected to deliver a
substantial innings in the de-
cisive encounter.

England will once again
bank on the experience and
consistency of Joe Root,
whose match-winning knock
in Cardiff highlighted his im-
portance to the batting lineup.

Victory at Lord's would not
only hand India the bilateral
series but also end a 22-year
wait for an ODI win at the
historic venue while securing
their eighth bilateral ODI se-
ries triumph over England
since 2010.

ARGENTINA'S ROAD TO FINAL FILLED WITH COMEBACKS

NEW YORK

Defending champions Argen-
tina are just one win away
from making history. A victo-
ry over European champions
Spain in Monday's FIFA
World Cup final at the
MetLife Stadium would make
Lionel Scaloni's side the first
team since Brazil in 1962 to
successfully defend the World
Cup crown.

Argentina's journey to the
final has been anything but
straightforward. It has fea-

tured dominant wins, dramat-
ic comebacks, extra-time bat-
tles and, above all, another
remarkable tournament from
Lionel Messi.

The 39-year-old captain has
scored eight goals to lead the
tournament scoring charts and
once again become the driv-
ing force behind Argentina's
campaign.

Along the way, he also
broke Miroslav Klose's
long-standing record to be-
come the highest scorer in
FIFA World Cup history with

21 career goals.

Argentina have also been
the tournament's most attack-
ing side, scoring 19 goals in
seven matches, with Lautaro
Martinez, Enzo Fernandez,
Julian Alvarez, Alexis Mac

Yastika Puts Team Before Milestone

NEW DELHI

returning to the national side [

India wicketkeeper-batter Yastika Bhatia has
revealed that the prospect of becoming the
first woman to score a Test century at Lord's
never influenced her approach, saying she re-
mained committed to India's aggressive style
of cricket throughout her landmark innings.
Speaking at a press conference organised by
the Baroda Cricket Association (BCA), Yasti-
ka said she focused solely on playing accord-
ing to the merit of the ball rather than chasing

personal milestones.

The left-hander recently scripted history by
becoming the first woman to register a Test
Cricket Ground.

Yastika said she did not alter her batting ap-
proach even after entering the nervous nine-
ties, maintaining that her natural game has
always been built around positive intent. She
stressed that preserving her attacking mindset
was more important than reaching a century

hundred at the iconic Lord's

through cautious play.

The batter also credited the Indian women's
team's evolving philosophy, saying the side
has embraced fearless and positive cricket
over the past three years. According to Yasti-
ka, her memorable knock reflected the collec-
tive mindset of the team rather than an indi-

vidual achievement.

She further revealed that head coach Amol
Muzumdar had encouraged her to continue
playing with the same attacking intent after

Allister and Giovani Lo Cel-
so all making important con-
tributions alongside their
captain.

The Albiceleste began their
title defence in style by beat-
ing Algeria 3-0, with Messi
scoring a hat-trick on his
200th international appear-
ance. The victory saw him
equal Klose's“World Cup
scoring record before he sur-
passed it in thle next game.

Against Austria, Messi re-
covered from'an early/penalty
miss to score twice in a 2-0

V1ct0ry that secured Argenti-
na's place in the knockout
rounds and made him the out-
right leading scorer in World
Cup history.

Scaloni's men completed a
perfect group-stage campaign
with a 3-1 win over Jordan.
Giovani Lo Celso opened the
scoring from a free-kick be-
fore Lautaro Martinez con-
verted from the penalty spot.
Messi came off the bench to
add another spectacular free-
kick and finish the group
stage with six goals.

O ibcworldnews.com
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Mirabai, Lovlina
To Lead Indla

NEW DELHI

Olympic medallists Mirabai
Chanu and Lovlina Borgohain
have been named the flag and
baton bearers for the Indian
contingent at the opening cer-
emony of the 2026 Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow on
July 23.

The announcement was
made by Indian Olympic As-
sociation (IOA) President PT
Usha, who described the hon-
our as a proud moment for
Indian sports. She extended
her best wishes to the two
athletes and the 126-member
Indian contingent, expressing
confidence in their perfor-
mances at the Games.

The decision to appoint two
of India's most accomplished
women athletes underlines
their outstanding contribu-
tions to Indian sport. Both
Mirabai and Lovlina won
medals at the Tokyo Olym-
pics and have consistently
excelled on the international
stage.

Weightlifter Mirabai Cha-
nu, the Tokyo Olympic silver
medallist, returns to the Com-
monwealth Games aiming to
add another title to her im-
pressive record after winning
gold at the 2022 Birmingham
Games. Having narrowly
missed a medal at the Paris
2024 Olympics, she is deter-
mined to make a strong come-
back in Glasgow.

Boxer Lovlina Borgohain,
who clinched bronze at the
Tokyo Olympics, enters the
Games as one of India's lead-

It is a matter of pride. Mira-
bai and Lovlina will be do-
ing the honours at the OVO
Hydro. | wish both the girls
and the entire contingent
good luck

-|0A President, PT Usha.

India's Standard

Bearers
) Mirabaichanu

Tokyo 2020 silver medallist;
CWG 2022 gold medallist.

) LoviinaBorgohain (

Tokyo 2020 bronze medallist;
2023 World Champion and
Asian Games silver medallist.

ing medal hopefuls. The As-
sam-born boxer has enjoyed
sustained success in recent
years, including a gold medal
at the 2023 World Champion-
ships and a silver medal at the
2023 Asian Games in Hang-
zhou.

With two celebrated Olym-
pians leading the contingent,
India hopes to begin its Com-
monwealth Games campaign
on an inspiring note before
athletes compete across mul-
tiple disciplines in Glasgow.

‘We have to rise a level because they
are the champions’: Rodri ahead of final

NEW YORK

Spain captain Rodri believes
his side must produce an even
better performance than its
semifinal display if it is to
beat defending champions Ar-
gentina and lift the FIFA
World Cup for only the sec-
ond time at the MetLife Sta-
dium on Monday.

The midfielder said Spain's
journey to the final is the re-
sult of years of steady prog-
ress, with triumphs in the
UEFA Nations League and
the European Championship
helping the team build the
confidence needed to compete
for football's biggest prize.

We've been gradually grow-
ing. We have to keep doing
the same things we're doing
because it has been a process
for all five years, Rodri said
ahead of the match, according
to ESPN.

Spain have impressed
throughout the tournament,
conceding just one goal in
seven matches while beating
strong opponents on the way

¢ to the final. Rodri said the

following a lengthy injury lay- {
off. The coach reminded her §
that India's women cricketers
are committed to an aggressive
brand of cricket across formats
and expected her to fit seamless-
ly into that approach.
Yastika's historic century
not only earned her a place
in the record books but
also reinforced the confi-
dence and fearless atti- |
tude that have become
the hallmark of the In-
dian women's cricket
team.

|/ coLomBO

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC)
will observe a minute's
silence before the
start of Saturday's
Lanka Premier
( League (LPL) 2026
matches at the SSC
Grounds in Colombo
to honour the memory of
legendary West Indies
all-rounder Sir Garfield So-
bers, who passed away at the

POINTERS

m First woman to score a Test
century at Lord’s.

In an official statement, the
board also announced that
players from all participating
teams will wear black arm-
bands during the day's fix-
tures as a mark of respect for
one of the greatest cricketers
the game has ever known.
Expressing its condolences,
SLC remembered Sobers not
only for his unparalleled achieve-
ments on the field but also for his
lasting association with Sri Lankan

m Chose aggressive cricket
over personal milestones.

= Followed India’s positive ‘
batting philosophy.

= Credited coach Amol
Muzumdar’s guidance.

m Returned strongly after a
lengthy injury layoff.

cricket.

Sri Lanka Cricket expresses its
deepest condolences on the passing
of Sir Garfield Sobers, the legendary
West Indies cricketer and one of the
greatest all-rounders the game has
ever produced, the board said in a
statement. .

The governing body highlighted
Sobers' unique connection with the
island nation, recalling his stint as
head coach of the Sri Lanka national
team during the early 1980s, includ-
ing the 1983 Cricket World Cup.

Sir Garry shared a special and en-
during bond with Sri Lankan cricket,
as he served as the coach of Sri Lan-
ka National Team during the early
1980s, including the 1983 Cricket
World Cup, the statement read.

As part of the tribute, a minute's
silence will be observed before
the commencement of the LPL
fixtures in Colombo, while play-
ers will take the field wearing
black armbands as SLC said, As
a mark of respect to this legend-
ary son of cricket, Sri Lanka

squad arrived at the World
Cup believing it could go all
the way.

Our goal when we got to this
World Cup was to win the tro-
phy, and we were convinced
that we could achieve this.
We've shown that this national
team has been able to defeat
great opponents, he said.

Argentina, however, present
a different challenge. Rodri
expects Monday's final to be
more physical but backed
Spain's ability to adapt to any
style of play.

I don't think you've seen the
same Spain across all the
matches; I think Sunday's
match will be quite different,
as it will be a more physical
one and we must be prepared,
he said.

And I believe what we are
known for in this national
team is that we know how to
play different games based on
the moment. So, we can adapt
to having to defend, count-
er-attacking, to attacking. We
are a very complete team, and
that is why we are here, he
added.

to observe a minute’s silence before

Cricket will observe a minute's si-
lence before the commencement of
today's Lanka Premier League 2026

matches at the SSC

teams participating

in today's matches

will also wear black
armbands as a trib-
ute to the late Sir
Garry Sobers.

= Grounds, Colombo.
" Players from all
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