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Karnatakais hub of new
research, says Shivakumar

Karnataka'’s skilled youth are driving global innovation, Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar said, urglng students to compete worldwide.
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BENGALURU

Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
on Tuesday said Karnataka had
emerged as a global hub of new
research because of its skilled
youth. Speaking at World Youth
Skills Day at Vidhana Soudha,
he urged students to compete
globally rather than limit them-
selves to local opportunities.

Shivakumar said Bengaluru had
around 2.5 million IT profession-
als, compared with 1.3 million IT
engineers in California. He
stressed that education must be
accompanied by practical skills
and said degrees alone had little
value without common sense.

He cited farmers and women
working in agriculture as exam-
ples of people possessing prac-
tical skills without formal engi-
neering training. He also high-
lighted the contribution of IISc
to science and technology.

The Chief Minister urged stu-
dents to attend the Bengaluru
Tech Summit in November and
announced that the government
was planning an Al university
to prepare young people for fu-
ture opportunities.

“A' “No one can steal skill. My power and office might

end one day, but the skill within me will not.”

-DK SHivakumar, CM

| Skill push

* New initiative: Yuva Sethu (Udyoga Sethu)
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* Purpose: Connect youth with private-sector jobs

Al University: Planned by Karnataka government

» Tech Summit: Bengaluru, November

* Key message: Compete at the global level

UDYOGA SETHU

The proposed Yuva Sethu, or Udyoga
Sethu, scheme will provide young people
information on private-sector employ-
ment opportunities. Under the initiative,
private companies will share details of
job vacancies through a dedicated plat-
form. Shivakumar said the scheme was
being planned to bridge the gap be-
tween skilled youth and employers and
improve access to employment opportu-
nities across Karnataka.
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UP SIT gives clean
chit to Rai, Mishra
inRam Temple
donation case

LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment-appointed Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) has sub-
mitted its final report into al-
leged theft and irregularities
involving donations at the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya.
Sources said former Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust general secretary Cham-
pat Rai and former trustee Anil
Mishra have not been named
as accused.

The report was submitted to
the state government and subse-
quently handed over to the tem-
ple trust for further action. Both
Rai and Mishra had faced ques-
tions over the donation-count-
ing system and later resigned,
citing moral responsibility.

The investigation remains
focused on eight accused
named in the FIR registered on
June 25. They are Avinash
Shukla, Anukalp Mishra,
Lavkush Mishra, Manish Ku-
mar Yadav, Karunesh Pandey,
Ramashankar Mishra, Subhash
Srivastava and Ram Shankar
Yadav alias Tinnu. All eight
have been arrested and are in
judicial custody.

The SIT was constituted on
June 13 after alleged irregular-
ities surfaced during the count-
ing of temple offerings. Its
preliminary report led to the
FIR and arrests.

Second probe continues
The SIT report does not end
the controversy. Following Su-
preme Court intervention, a
separate SIT was constituted
to investigate the case. The re-
constituted team includes se-
nior police officers, including
IG Kiran S, DIG Ayodhya
Somen Verma and SSP Gaurav
Grover. The second probe is
continuing under the Supreme
Court’s oversight, while the
court has so far declined to
make its status report public.

Mankal Vaidya, Umashree elected
to key K'taka Legislature posts

BENGALURU

Congress leaders Mankal
Vaidya and Umashree were
unanimously elected to key
Karnataka Legislature posts.

Bhatkal Congress MLA
Mankal Vaidya was unani-
mously elected Deputy
Speaker of the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly on
Tuesday, while Congress
MLC Umashree was elected
Deputy Chairperson of the
Legislative Council.

Both were the only candi-
dates to file nominations on
Monday, paving the way for
their unopposed election. In
the Assembly, Vaidya’s candi-
dature was proposed by Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar and
supported by Minister Lax-
man Savadi. Speaker G S Pa-
til announced his election
following a voice vote.

The Deputy Speaker’s post

had remained vacant after
Rudrappa Lamani resigned
following his induction into
the Shivakumar-led Cabinet.
Congress had earlier proposed
MLA A S Ponnanna, who was
later appointed the Chief Min-
ister’s Political Secretary with
Cabinet rank.

Umashree, who was nomi-
nated to the Legislative Coun-
cil in 2001, later entered elec-
toral politics and won the
Teradal Assembly seat in
2013. She served as a minis-
ter in the Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment, handling Women
and Child Development,
welfare of senior citizens,
empowerment of persons

Newpresiding )

officers

» Mankal Vaidya: Deputy
Speaker, Assembly

* Umashree: Deputy
Chairperson, Council

* Election: Unanimous

* Vaidya constituency: Bhatkal

* Umashree: Congress MLC

*» Assembly Speaker: G S Patil/
with disabilities, and Kannada
and Culture.

Leader of the House
Yathindra Siddaramaiah con-
gratulated Umashree, describ-
ing her as an inspiration to
women.

He highlighted her journey
from a financially disadvan-
taged background to theatre,

cinema and politics.

Ashoka demands drought relief,
threatens protest over Nagendra

Opposition Leader
R Ashoka accused the
government of
ignoring drought
conditions and denying
relief to farmers.

BENGALURU

The BJP leader said the gov-
ernment was preparing to
make a statement on drought
without releasing funds, pro-
viding farmer relief or declar-
ing drought in affected areas.
He said drought had intensi-
fied in North Karnataka,
while farmers in Mysuru-re-
gion districts were struggling
to cultivate crops due to water
shortages.

Ashoka said the BJP had
conducted a study and sub-
mitted a report on the drought
situation. He also criticised
the Congress government’s
handling of Cauvery wa-
ter-sharing issues.

He said the BJP would co-
ordinate with the JD(S) for a
discussion in the Assembly

“Issuing a statement without
doing anything is not right.”

-R Ashoka, Leader of Opposition

and had submitted a motion
notice. However, he said the
Opposition would first de-
mand the dismissal of Minis-
ter B Nagendra, alleging that
multiple CBI and ED cases
were pending against him.
On alleged irregularities in
KPSC recruitment, he ac-
cused the government of fail-
ing to ensure transparency
and demanded a CBI probe.

He welcomed the Enforce- |

ment Directorate’s investiga-
tion and recovery efforts.

-

‘Resolve Bengaluru’s problems first’

Ashoka said the government should first address Bengalu-
ru’s basic civic problems before providing facilities for peo-
ple from other countries. He cited pothole-ridden roads,
garbage accumulation and recurring footpath encroach-
ments. He challenged the government to show even one
road without garbage during its “Clean Bengaluru” cam-
paign. If the government genuinely wants to beautify the
city, he said, it must first ensure a peaceful life for residents.

‘PM-CARES Fund receives
31,162.92 cr, spends only ?16 47 cr’

NEW DELHI

The PM-CARES Fund re-
ceived Rs 682.94 crore in do-
nations in 2023-24 and Rs
479.97 crore in 2024-25, ac-
cording to its audit reports.
During the same period, it
spent Rs 15.59 crore and Rs
87.85 lakh respectively.
The fund had Rs 8,452.06

crore in its accounts as of Q“Why is the PM-CARES Fund keep-

March 31, 2025, including Rs
7,846.65 crore held in fixed
deposits.

Since its inception in March
2020, PM-CARES has received
Rs 14,766.95 crore in dona-
tions and spent Rs §8,133.29
crore through 2024-25. Most of
the expenditure occurred
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

In 2024-25, just Rs 87.85
lakh was spent on children
who lost their parents during
the pandemic. In 2022-23, the
fund had spent Rs 346 crore
on the same category and Rs
91.87 crore on nearly one
lakh oxygen concentrators.

The fund was established
on March 27, 2020, during
the Covid-19 pandemic, with
the Prime Minister as its
ex-officio chairman.

Trump calls Strait of
Hormuz ° new US territory’

WASHINGTON

US President Don-
ald Trump escalat-
ed tensions with
Iran by declaring
the Strait of Hor-
muz “new US terri-
tory”.

Trump posted a
map on Truth So-
cial labelling the strategically
important waterway as “new
US territory”, intensifying an
already tense confrontation
with Tehran.

The post came after Trump
claimed the United States
had “total control” over the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital
maritime route connecting
the Persian Gulf with the
Gulf of Oman and the Arabi-
an Sea.

Iran has continued to keep
the waterway closed, insisting
that commercial traffic will
not resume until Washington
meets a series of demands.
Tehran’s stance has added to
concerns over the impact of
the standoff on global ship-
ping and energy supplies.

Strait of Hormuz

« Location: Between Iran and Oman

« Connects: Persian Gulf with Gulf
of Oman

- Trump’s claim: “Total control”
- New label: “New US territory”

- Iran’s position: Waterway
remains closed

- Key concern: Global shipping and
energy supplies

The latest development
marks a sharper territorial
dimension to the dispute,
with Washington asserting
control over a waterway that
has long been central to re-
gional security and interna-
tional energy trade.

ing such large sums of money idle?”

-Anjali Bhardwaj,
Transparency Activist

SC PROBES POLICE ACTION

Fund’s pandemic-

eraspending

PM-CARES saw its high-
est donations in 2020-
21, when it collected Rs

7,678.68 crore and spent

Rs 3,976.17 crore. In 2021-

22, it received Rs 1,936.88
crore and spent Rs 3,716.29
crore. Donations subse-
quently declined. By 2024-
25, spending had fallen
sharply, with only Rs 87.85
lakh allocated for children
who lost parents during
Covid-19.

Karnataka SIR:
1.08 cr electors
face exclusion

from draft rolls

BENGALURU: Over 1.08
crore Karnataka electors may
be excluded from draft rolls
after SIR enumeration ended.

The 49-day door-to-door
enumeration under the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls has conclud-
ed, with 1,08,31,945 electors
remaining in the Absent,
Shifted, Duplicate, Dead and
Others (ASDDO) category.

The draft electoral rolls will
be published on August 24.
The ASDDO figure accounts
for 19.54% of the 5.54 crore
electors listed in the State as
of June 16.

Permanently shifted voters
form the largest group at 65.61
lakh, followed by 16.38 lakh
marked dead, 15.28 lakh ab-
sent, 7.07 lakh duplicate and
3.94 lakh categorised as others.

Bengaluru accounts for
47.14 lakh, or 43.52%, of the
ASDDO electors. This in-
cludes 17.26 lakh in Bengalu-
ru Urban, 10.58 lakh in
BBMP North, 8.66 lakh in
BBMP Central and 10.64 lakh
in BBMP South.

NEET protest SC to form panel to probe excesses

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court will
constitute a high-powered
panel to probe alleged po-
lice excesses against student
protesters.

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it would set up
a high-powered committee
comprising retired judges, a
former Director General of
Police, an ex-CBI director
and other members to exam-
ine allegations of police ex-
cesses during the July 20
Parliament march in Delhi.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana said the order
constituting the panel would
be issued on Wednesday af-
ter receiving suggestions
from various parties on its
composition.

The committee will exam-
ine video footage and
CCTYV recordings of the vi-
olence during the march. It
will also look into com-
plaints by female protesters
who alleged that they were

targeted during the agita-
tion.

The bench asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta to
provide details of FIRs reg-
istered against student pro-
testers, indicating that the
court could consider
quashing some cases by
exercising its powers under
Article 142 of the Consti-
tution.

The court also reiterated
that students have a consti-
tutionally protected right to
peaceful protest under Ar-
ticle 19 and that police ac-
tion cannot automatically
be justified merely because
an agitation is underway.

| SUPREME COURT PANEL

Incident July 20 Parliament march, Delhi
Retired judges, former DGP, ex-CBI
Panel director and others
Evidence CCTV and video footage
Police excesses and complaints by
Scope women protesters
Legalissue FIRs against student protesters

Police defence before SC

Delhi Police told the Su-
preme Court that more than
30,000 people gathered
at Jantar Mantar on July
20. It said 2,873 protesters
matched existing crime
records, including 47 “histo-
ry-sheeters”. Police claimed
more than 240 personnel
were injured and force was
used only after repeated
warnings and barricade
breaches. The affidavit said
the protest was peaceful
initially but later descended

into widespread lawlessness.

Court’s earlier stand

The Supreme Court
had earlier said police
excesses or lathi charges
cannot be justified
merely because an agi-
tationis taking place. It
underlined that peaceful
protest is a fundamental
right. The Centre had
also indicated that it
was willing to withdraw
cases against student
protesters without se-
rious criminal anteced-
ents, subject to law and
the court’s directions.
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Karnatakastarts
hiring 15,000 new
teachers

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The government has offi-
cially launched an online
application process to fill
15000 vacant teaching po-
sitions across schools in
Karnataka. Eligible candi-
dates can apply for various
roles including primary,
secondary, and computer
teachers until September
7th. Officials stated that
applicants must carefully
choose their post and dis-
trict preferences while
submitting forms, as cor-
rections require a com-
pletely new application.
Meanwhile, candidates
have raised concerns re-
garding confusing income
certificate guidelines for
married women. Authori-
ties have released official
helpline numbers and
website links to assist ap-
plicants throughout this
recruitment drive.

ED raids 21 locations
related to KPSC
scam

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Enforcement Directorate
officials conducted mas-
sive raids across 21 loca-
tions in Karnataka and Gu-
jarat. The searches target a
major recruitment irregu-
larity scandal involving the
Karnataka Public Service
Commission. Investigators
raided homes and offices
of suspended officials,
middlemen, and exam
evaluation firms. Multiple
FIRs allege that corrupt in-
termediaries demanded
massive bribes from veteri-
nary officer candidates for
job selections. Authorities
are aggressively probing
severe allegations involv-
ing question paper leaks,
OMR tampering, and ille-
gal favoritism. Officials
stated that the compre-
hensive investigation re-
mains active as they track
down all individuals con-
nected to this extensive
corruption scandal.

Wife and fugitive
boyfriend targets
husband for property

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A young woman has been
arrested for allegedly kill-
ing her husband and 5
year-old son over property
greed. Harini called police
claiming her family mem-
bers were found dead on
the couch. Investigators
soon uncovered a dark
plot. Police believe Harini
conspired with her boy-
friend Vinay to commit the
crime. She disabled CCTV
cameras before attacking
her sleeping husband.
Tragically, her little boy
witnessed the brutal act
and was suffocated to si-
lence. Authorities suspect
the gruesome murders
were driven by a desire to
seize expensive family
property. The search for
the fugitive boyfriend
continues.

Face me alone: HDK's
open challenge

Union Minister HDK challenged the Karnataka Congress
to an open public debate over the NICE road controversy.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The controversial Namma In-
frastructure Corridor Enter-
prises (NICE) road and Bida-
di Township projects have
erupted back into the spotlight
as Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy launched a scath-
ing attack on the ruling Con-
gress government, issuing a
direct and fierce challenge for
an open, public debate.
Speaking at a massive
JD(S) protest meeting at Free-
dom Park in Bengaluru, an
enraged Kumaraswamy
strongly condemned the re-
cent allegations made by Con-
gress leaders against his fam-
ily and former Prime Minister
H.D. Deve Gowda. Challeng-
ing the administration head-
on, the Union Minister invited
all current and former Con-
gress MLAS to share a public
platform at Freedom Park,
declaring that he is complete-
ly prepared to face them all
alone to expose the truth.
The political feud centers
on historical agreements and
land development. Kumaras-
wamy claimed that the origi-
nal memorandum of under-
standing for the project was
signed back in February 1995
under specific guidelines re-

i
quiring private investment
without government capital.
However, he alleged that sub-
sequent political figures devi-
ated from the original blue-
print, accusing senior Con-
gress leaders and middlemen
of manipulating the project
for personal gain and altering
court frameworks.

Challenging his political
rivals directly, Kumaraswamy
demanded that Congress lead-
ers place their hands on their
hearts and openly state who
truly looted farmers' lands
and caused widespread urban
flooding across Bengaluru.
He further accused key minis-
ters of creating artificial real
estate illusions by renaming
Ramanagara to benefit land
values while failing to deliver
genuine public welfare.

The fiery speech also
touched upon broader gover-

/‘L%Let the Congress leaders touch
their chests and say ‘Who is
the root cause of the entire
Bengaluru being flooded today.
-HD KumaRAswAMY,
] Union MiNISTER

Controversy
background

The political clash stems from
fierce resistance against the pro-
posed Bidadi Township project,
which has faced sustained oppo-
sition from local farmers for near-
ly 500 days. Kumaraswamy ques-
tioned why original project frame-
works signed under early US
memorandums were sidelined by
subsequent administrations, al-
legedly favoring middlemen over
public welfare.

nance issues, with Kumaras-
wamy defending the JD(S) as
a law-abiding party and criti-
cizing past administrative de-
cisions.

As the political temperature
in Karnataka climbs over the
long-standing NICE project
dispute, the opposition's ag-
gressive stance signals an in-
tense ongoing showdown,
leaving citizens waiting to see
if Congress leaders will ac-
cept the challenge for a public
face-off.

High Court seeks
complaint copy on
Kharge land row

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has instructed
complainants to submit a
copy of their private com-
plaint in the ongoing legal
dispute involving AICC Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge’s
family. The case revolves
around serious allegations
that the family illegally ac-
quired a prime civic amenity
site for the Siddhartha Vihar
Trust through the Bangalore
Development Authority
(BDA).

A bench led by Justice
M. Nagaprasanna han-
dled the petition filed
by Vijayaraghava
Marathe, the state
president of the Brib-
ery-Free Karnataka
Forum, and decided to
adjourn the hearing until the
document is submitted.

The controversy began
when the Siddhartha Vihara
Trust, despite being a secular
organization, allegedly used
false information under the
Scheduled Caste quota to se-
cure an 8,125 square meter
site in Banashankari. Critics
claim that Kharge used his
ministerial influence back
then to get the site sanctioned
and enjoyed a heavy 50 per-
cent discount on lease
amounts through conniving

' m

The High Court
instructed
complainants to
submit documents in
the BDA land allotment
case involving AICC
President Mallikarjun
Kharge’s family trust.

=

BDA officials.

Things escalated further
when an alternative plot
worth around 130 crore in
BTM Layout was trans-
ferred to the trust with-
in just 10 days. Even
though rules required
building construction
within 3 years, the
land remained un-

touched, violating legal
frameworks. Consequently,
Marathe filed a private com-
plaint demanding a probe un-
der the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

During the court proceed-
ings, the Lokayukta counsel
pointed out discrepancies in
the complainant’s affidavit.
Instead of handing the case
over to the Lokayukta police,
the special court chose to con-
duct an inquiry directly under
Section 223 of the BNS due
to authentication errors under
Section 333 of the BNSS.
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Not an eyewitness,
relief for Suraj
Revanna
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major legal victory for
JD(S) MLA Suraj Revanna,
the 42nd ACJM Court in Ben-
galuru has dismissed an appli-
cation filed by the 2nd ac-
cused, Shivakumar, seeking to
become a pardon witness in
the high-profile unnatural
sexual assault case. The court
upheld robust arguments pre-
sented by Suraj Revanna’s
defense counsel, Gangadhar
Shetty, who strongly opposed
the plea on the grounds that
Shivakumar was never a di-
rect eyewitness to the alleged
crime.

The legal battle stems from
a sensational complaint filed
on June 22, 2024, when a vic-
tim accused Suraj Revanna of
unnatural sexual assault. The
case was formally registered at
the Holenarasipur Rural Police
Station, while Suraj’s close
associate Shivakumar coun-
tered with an extortion com-
plaint, claiming the victim and
others attempted to blackmail
the politician for 5 crore. Po-
lice swiftly arrested Suraj Re-
vanna, and the state govern-
ment eventually transferred
the comprehensive investiga-
tion to the CID and a Special
Investigation Team (SIT).

During the recent proceed-
ings, Shivakumar sought to
turn approver, hoping to se-
cure a pardon. However, ad-
vocate Gangadhar Shetty ar-
gued before the bench that
Shivakumar was merely im-
plicated in related charges.

Court reserves order on
Pradush’s pardon plea

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The 59th CCH court has offi-
cially reserved its order on a
key application filed by ac-
cused Pradush, who is seek-
ing to become a pardon wit-
ness in the high-profile Renu-
kaswamy murder case. Pre-
siding Judge Sujatha Madiva-
lappa Sambrani heard the ar-
guments from all participating
legal teams and subsequently
adjourned the final hearing to
August 20.

During the court proceed-
ings, defense lawyers repre-

senting actor Darshan raised
significant objections regard-
ing the application. They
urged the presiding judge to
thoroughly verify all the facts
and underlying motivations
behind the request. The de-
fense expressed strong con-
cerns that Pradush might be
making the statement simply
in the hope of escaping crim-
inal liability, requesting the
court to conduct an indepen-
dent inquiry to ensure no out-
side pressure or undue in-
ducement had influenced his
decision to seek a pardon.

‘States must not meddle’, DKS

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar has strongly
warned neighboring Tamil
Nadu politicians to stop inter-
fering in his state’s adminis-
trative affairs. This sharp po-
litical confrontation erupted
following the fatal shooting of
three suspected poachers by
Karnataka Forest Department
personnel inside the Cauvery
Wildlife Sanctuary in the
Chamarajanagar district on
August 15.

The incident has triggered
intense friction between the
two southern states. Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister C. Jo-
seph Vijay strongly con-
demned the shooting during
an assembly session, demand-
ing a high-level committee
and a fair investigation.
Meanwhile, former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Edappa-
di K. Palaniswami also
pushed for a CBI probe,
claiming victims' families re-
ported that officers opened
fire on the men, leaving a
fourth survivor injured and
hospitalized in Mysuru.
Rejecting these demands,
Shivakumar firmly asserted
that federal principles dictate
that no state should meddle in

another's internal governance.
Stressing that every region
handles its own law and order
challenges, the Karnataka
CM made it clear that he re-
fuses to interfere in Tamil Na-
du's local issues and expects
the same professional courte-
sy in return.

Defending the forest
personnel, Karnataka of-
ficials stated that officers
were carrying out a rou-
tine anti-poaching
patrol when the
armed group /
opened fire [
first, forcing /
the forest

‘Tt was difficult to persuade Mankal Vaidya...

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar has warmly praised new-
ly elected Deputy Speaker
Mankal Vaidya during a spe-
cial legislative address, call-
ing him a genuine gentleman
with deep roots in a tradition-
al fishing family.

The election of the Deputy
Speaker sparked lively de-
bates in the Assembly. While
the opposition raised concerns
and registered protests over
party recommendations, Shi-
vakumar defended the choice,
highlighting Vaidya’s inspir-
ing rise from grassroots poli-
tics. Starting as a Zilla Pan-
chayat member in 2005,
Vaidya won as an independent
MLA in 2013 and later se-
cured victory in 2023, eventu-
ally serving efficiently as the
Minister for Ports and Fisher-
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A gentleman who comes from /bﬁi
I

a fisherman’s family and is
still engaged in his profession,

elected as the Deputy Speaker:
-DK SHivakumar, CM

ies. The Chief Minister admit-
ted it took considerable effort
to convince Vaidya to take up
the constitutional post, as he
was initially slated for a min-
isterial role. Urging Vaidya
not to feel demoted, Shivaku-
mar reminded the house that
past leaders who occupied the
Deputy Speaker's chair even-
tually rose to become Chief
Ministers, proving that politi-
cal roles are constantly evolv-
ing.

Addressing the opposition
benches, Shivakumar ex-
pressed emotional disappoint-
ment over sharp slogans and
criticism from BJP leaders

being unanimously and unopposedly

like Ashwath Narayan and
B.Y. Vijayendra upon entering
the House. He noted that po-
litical shifts and party transi-
tions happen across all fac-
tions out of necessity. Reflect-
ing on his own early political
journey and youthful entry
into governance under former
Chief Minister Bangarappa,
Shivakumar stressed that
power and wealth are never
permanent.

Why fear RSS? Asks Minister Dr. Yathindra

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Dr.
Yathindra Siddaramaiah has
firmly stated that he stands
completely by his previous
remarks comparing the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) to a 1000 headed ser-
pent. Speaking in a recent in-
terview, the minister ex-
plained that his harsh criti-
cism stems from the group’s
extensive network of affiliate
bodies that allegedly spread
communal divisions across
society.

Dr. Yathindra pointed out
that multiple front organiza-
tions operate under the banner
of the ideological parent, yet
frequently distance them-
selves from it publicly while
continuing to advance its
agenda. According to the
leader, these groups routinely

i
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turn everyday civic matters
and public debates into divi-
sive issues centered on reli-
gion and caste rather than fo-
cusing on real public welfare.

Defending his strong
stance, the minister empha-
sized that the Congress party
operates on a secular ideology
that firmly opposes commu-
nalism. He noted that top par-
ty figures, including national
and state leaders, consistently
speak out against such divi-
sive forces. He added that

anyone who promotes com-
munal hatred or forces reli-
gious conversions will face
direct criticism, regardless of
political affiliations.

The minister also addressed
recent controversies surround-
ing public spaces, noting that
actions are taken against any-
one who uses public areas
without proper official per-
mission. He clarified that
rules regarding public spaces
apply universally to all
groups, maintaining that the
government’s recent measures
are fair and implemented
without bias.

Concluding his remarks,
Dr. Yathindra stressed that he
has maintained this perspec-
tive ever since he entered
public life. He asserted that he
has no fear of criticism and
remains fully dedicated to de-
fending secular values and

challenging any ideology that
threatens social harmony in
the state.

Contextonthe
controversy

Ideological Stance: Yathindra
defended his remarks, accusing the
RSS and its affiliates of spreading the
poison of communalism and casteism.

Party Backing: He noted that sen-
jor Congress leaders across the board
consistently oppose and criticize
communal ideologies.

Protest Push: The minister em-
phasized that protests and demands
for a public apology will continue until
accountability is established.

Secular Commitment: Reaffirm-
ing Congress's values, he stressed that
party members are bound to defend
secular principles against divisive forces.

N. Ravikumar
highlights
drought across
Karnataka
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Opposition Chief Whip in the
Legislative Council N. Ravi-
kumar announced that the
BJP’s special drought study
report will soon be formally
submitted to the state govern-
ment, highlighting severe ag-
ricultural distress across sev-
eral districts and taluks in
Karnataka.

Addressing the media, Ra-
vikumar explained that State
BJP President B.Y. Vijayendra
had recently formed 6 dedi-
cated inspection teams to
thoroughly assess ground-lev-
el conditions. These teams
traveled extensively across
multiple districts and rural ta-
luks to evaluate the true im-
pact of the dry spell on local
farming communities.

Ravikumar expressed deep
concern over the current situ-
ation, stating that the state is
facing a severe drought while
the government has allegedly
failed to release necessary re-
lief funds. With farmers suf-
fering immense hardships and
financial distress.

warns TN

guards to retaliate in self-de-
fense. While acknowledging
political criticism from leaders
across the border, Shivakumar
reiterated that Karnataka
knows how to protect the sanc-
tity and safety of its territory.
As tensions remain elevated
along the interstate border,
both state administrations
continue to manage the
Y fallout from the deadly
) forest clash, highlighting
ongoing sensitivities
surrounding bor-
der security,
\ wildlife protec-
tion, and region-

| al politics.

CAG slams Namma
Metro for low ridership

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A hard-hitting Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
report tabled in Parliament
reveals that Bengaluru’s
Namma Metro has misera-
bly failed to hit its expected
passenger targets. According
to the audit, poor coordina-
tion with the BMTC, broken
last-mile connectivity, and
terrible parking options at
stations are dragging down
public usage.

The report points out that
the Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (BMR-
CL) missed the passen-
ger numbers and traf-
fic goals originally
set in the 2007 De-
tailed Project Re-
ports. For Phase-1,
the expected peak
traffic for 2021 was
over 15,000, but reality
showed a dismal range of
just 6,429 to 8,852. Worse
still, authorities never both-
ered to study why numbers
stayed so low.

State government failures
compounded the crisis. Of-
ficials ignored a 2006 Cen-

Financial lapses

« Poor Links: Weak integration
with BMTC buses and poor end-
of-line connectivity.

« Missing Plans: State failure to
adopt a comprehensive transport
plan or mobility policy.

- Parking Woes: Inadequate vehi-
cle parking facilities at various
metro stations.

+Vacant Spaces: Over 2.2 lakh
square feet of commercial station
space remained empty

tral Government directive to
build a comprehensive
transport plan. Phase-2
plans moved ahead
without proper mo-
bility frameworks
or land-use poli-
cies, severely cut-
ting off smooth
links between the
metro and other pub-

lic transport systems.
Financial lapses added to
the mounting trouble. Land
acquisition costs spiked by
a massive 26,603 crore as of
March 2023. Officials wast-
ed crores through wrong
land rates, delay interests,

and miscalculated taxes.

Education must build human values: VC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bangalore University
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. C.
Shivraj emphasized that stu-
dents must look beyond sim-
ply scoring high academic
marks and actively cultivate
strong human values during
their student years.

The Vice-Chancellor shared
these thoughtful remarks
while inaugurating the talent
award and felicitation pro-
gram for top-performing stu-
dents of the 2026-27 academ-

ic year. The special event was
organized by the Seshadripu-
ram Academy of Business
Studies College located in the
Kengeri suburb.

Addressing the gathering of
students, faculty members,
and parents, Dr. Shivraj noted
that an intellectual thirst for
knowledge is far more vital
than ordinary hunger in shap-
ing a meaningful life. He
stressed that true personal
goals can only be achieved by
combining strict discipline,
relentless diligence, and gen-

uine passion for learning.

Expressing deep concern
over modern societal trends,
the Vice-Chancellor lamented
that many well-educated chil-
dren from affluent families
end up abandoning their el-
derly parents in old age
homes.

He pointed out that this
painful reality highlights a
glaring lack of core human
values among young adults
despite having access to
high-quality modern edu-
cation.
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ZP aims to make DK first volumetric
water billing district, CEO

Dakshina Kannada district has drawn up an action plan worth Rs 49.4
crore to strengthen its rural drinking water network and introduce
volumetric metering and billing across all gram panchayats.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The plan has been approved
under the Emergency Action
Plan (EAP) for 2026-27, Zil-
la Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer Narwade Vinayak
Karbhari said. Of the total al-
location, Rs 23.1 crore will be
used to install water meters
for 61,610 households. An-
other Rs 17.9 crore has been
earmarked for installing bulk
water meters at 2,559 reser-
voirs. The plan also provides
Rs 2.4 crore to repair 14,456
water meters under the Single
Village Schemes (SVS) and
Rs 2.1 crore for three wa-
ter-quality testing laborato-
ries. In addition, approximate-
ly Rs 2.6 crore will be spent
on rejuvenating 86 overhead
tanks, while Rs 84 lakh has
been allocated to develop 28

Decomposed body of
missing Kundapur
fisherman found in Ullal

CH NEWS, MANGALURU
The decomposed body of a
31-year-old fisherman from
Kundapur, who went miss-
ing after a giant wave
struck his boat on August 9,
was found at Kotepura
Alivebagilu in Ullal.
The deceased has been
identified as Narayana. He
was part of the crew on the
fishing boat ‘Ocean Star’
that had set out for fishing
from the Mangaluru dock.
Tragedy struck when a
massive wave hit the ves-
sel, sweeping him into the
sea. Following the incident,
the boat owner and family
members had been desper-
ately searching for him for
the past eight days. A miss-
ing person complaint had
also been registered at the
Pandeshwar police station.
The inquest proceedings
were conducted at the
Wenlock Hospital. A case
of unnatural death (UDR)
has been registered at the
Ullal police station in con-
nection with the incident.

Swasthya Sankalpa
programme
organised in Belman

CHNEWS, UDUP!I
Sri Kshetra Dharmasthala
Grama Abhivruddhi Yojane
trustorganized a health
resolution programme.
Babita Jagadish Urs, Vice
President of the Public
Awareness Committee,
presided over the function.
Shirva Police Station ASI
Mohan Das and Head Con-
stable Manjunath provided
information about theiill
effects of drug addiction
and the POCSO Act. Head
teacher Vasanthi Nayak
welcomed the gathering.
Zonal supervisor Subrah-
manya Shetty gave the in-
troductory speech. Service
representative Rajani, HC
Rajesh of Shirva police
station were present.

villages as round-the-clock
water-supply villages. Anoth-
er Rs 17 lakh has been ear-
marked for social audits and
information, education and
communication activities.
First-of-its-kind initia-
tiveKarbhari said the project
aims to make Dakshina Kan-
nada the first district in Kar-
nataka to provide volumetric

ao

What volumetric metering could
achieve is, bills based on actual
household consumption,
accurate accounting of water
supplied and consumed, faster
detection of leaks and
distribution losses, control of
avoidable or excessive
consumption, greater awareness
of water conservation, better
planning for 24 x7 rural drinking-
water supply.

water meters to every house-
hold. The next objective is to
introduce consumption-based
billing across the district.
“The aim is to implement a
100% volumetric water-bill-
ing system and make Dakshi-
na Kannada a pioneer, not
only in Karnataka but also in
the country,” he said.The ini-
tiative was not limited to bill-

ing consumers according to
the quantity of water used. It
would also create awareness
about responsible consump-
tion, encourage conservation
and facilitate the scientific
management of available wa-
ter resources.

Once the meters are in-
stalled, authorities will have
accurate data on the amount of
water consumed by each
household. This will improve
water accounting and help de-
tect leakages, wastage and ex-
cessive consumption, he said
.The system will also provide
the foundation for managing
and expanding 24x7 drink-
ing-water supply in rural areas.
Karbhari said drinking-water
infrastructure created under
the Jal Jeevan Mission was be-
ing strengthened in phases
through the EAP.

Mangaluru harbour buzzes as deep-
sea fishing resumes after monsoon ban

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Deep-sea trawlers that ven-
tured into the sea after the ban
are returning to the harbour
with large quantities of a va-
riety of fish. The arrival of the
boats has brought renewed
activity to the harbour, with
fish traders, workers and cus-
tomers crowding the area.

Although the new fishing
season officially began on
August 1, fishermen were un-
able to venture into the sea for
the first four to five days due
to strong winds, heavy rain
and rough sea conditions. As
the weather improved, around
70-80% of the deep-sea trawl-
ers operating from Mangaluru
harbour resumed fishing.

After spending eight to 10
days at sea, the boats are now
returning one after another
with good catches. The har-
bour is bustling with activity
as fresh fish is unloaded from
the boats, sorted into baskets
and packed in ice-filled boxes
for transportation.

Large quantities of several
varieties of fish, including

The revival of fishing activity has also brought cheer to
truck drivers involved in fish transportation, ice-plant
workers, basket loaders and local women fish vendors.
The renewed activity at the harbour is expected to pro-
vide fresh momentum to the coastal economy.

madmal, squid and cuttlefish,
mackerel, seer fish, pomfret,
prawns, murrel and disco fish,
have arrived at the harbour.

After nearly two months of
limited availability of fresh
fish, seafood lovers from
across the coastal region are
once again flocking to the
harbour, giving a major boost
to fish trade.

Fishing activity has
picked up at
Mangaluru’s Old Port,
popularly known as
Dakke, following the
end of the 61-day
annual monsoon
fishing ban along the
Karnataka coast.

24-week premature baby makes miraculous

at Indiana Hospital

recovery

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A baby born at just 24 weeks
of gestation (five-and-a-half
months of pregnancy), at the
very threshold of viability,
has successfully overcome a
series of life-threatening chal-
lenges following prolonged
and highly specialised treat-
ment at the neonatal intensive
care unit (NICU) of Indiana
Hospital. Now around four
months old, the baby has been
discharged in a stable condi-
tion without oxygen support,
is feeding well, gaining
weight satisfactorily, and has
normal eye, hearing and neu-
rological assessments for the
corrected age.

The baby’s remarkable re-
covery has become a source of
inspiration for the entire NICU
team and stands as a moving
example of how advanced
neonatal care, dedicated team-
work, and unwavering parental
hope can come together to cre-
ate a positive outcome. Babies
born at 24 weeks are extreme-
ly premature, with several or-

el

Dr Abhishek K Phadke said that the complexity of
caring for such babies is determined more by their ges-
tational maturity than by their absolute birth weight.
In extremely premature babies, it is not merely the low
birth weight that makes treatment difficult. A small-
er gestational age means that every organ system is
more immature and fragile. A baby born at 24 weeks is
physiologically very different from a more mature baby
of a similar weight. These babies are not simply smaller
versions of full-term infants, Dr Phadke explained.

gans, including the lungs,
brain, intestines, eyes, and im-
mune system, still at a very
early stage of development.
The infant faced numerous
hurdles during the hospital

stay and required continuous
monitoring, respiratory sup-
port, careful nutritional man-
agement, infection prevention,
and coordinated multidisci-
plinary care.

The treating team included
senior consultant paediatri-
cian and chairman of Indiana
Hospital Dr Ali Kumble, se-
nior consultant neonatologist
Dr Abhishek K Phadke, pae-
diatric surgeon Dr Vijay Ma-
hantesh S Samalad, and con-
sultant paediatric interven-
tional cardiologist Dr Satish
Kumar B S, supported by the
hospital’s dedicated NICU
doctors, nurses, and allied
healthcare professionals.

Dr Ali Kumble said the
child’s recovery reflected the
commitment of the entire hos-
pital team and the availability
of advanced neonatal facili-
ties. “This baby’s journey rep-
resents courage, perseverance,
and coordinated medical care.
The outcome was possible be-
cause of timely intervention,
advanced NICU facilities,
continuous specialist supervi-
sion, and the tireless efforts of
our doctors and nursing team.
Caring for an extremely pre-
mature baby is a long journey
filled with uncertainty, he
added.

KS Eshwarappa
condemns statement of
BK Hariprasad on RSS

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

KPCC President BK Harip-
rasad, who talks about RSS,
is a goon. Former Deputy
Chief Minister KS Esh-
warappa criticised that a
person who should be in jail
does not know the impor-
tance of RSS.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on Tuesday, he said
that people who are not
aware of RSS are talking.
Priyank Kharge, Mallikarjun
Kharge, Yatindra, Harip-
rasad do not know what RSS
is or what national devotion
is. BJP stalwarts Vajpayee,
LK Advani, Narendra Modi
all came from RSS. They set
out to show the country as a
model in the world. He crit-
icized that the fact that these
petty people are talking
about RSS shows their
worth.

Similarly, the fact that
Congress national leader So-
nia Gandhi insulted the

Vande Mataram song is a
matter for the entire nation
to bow its head. The Vande
Mataram song has a history
of 150 years. Sonia has no
knowledge about India's
freedom struggle. She has
no connection with India's
freedom. Even if she came
to India, she should have
known about the importance
of this country and its inde-
pendence. At least some
Congress leader from her
own party should teach So-
nia Gandhi a lesson about
the role of Vande Mataram
song in the freedom strug-
gle. At least then she will
understand the spirit of this
song and apologise to the
people of the country.
Speaking about the BJP's
cleansing in the country, he
said that the BJP's cleansing
should and will happen in
Karnataka too. That is
why 1, as a disciplined sol-
dier of the BJP, am also
waiting.

Catholic Sabha seeks high-level probe into
shooting incident in Cauvery Reserve Forest

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Catholic Sabha Udupi
Pradesh President Melwyn
Aranha Shirva has urged the
state government to order a
high-level investigation into
the shooting incident in the
Chikkallur Reserve Forest
area of Hanur taluk in
Chamarajanagar district, in
which three persons were
killed allegedly after forest
department personnel opened
fire.

Expressing shock over the
incident, Aranha said the gov-
ernment must conduct a fair
investigation into the matter
and ensure justice for the af-
fected families.

The deceased have been
identified as Antony Swamy
(50), John Rose Peter (42),

and Antony Kumar (33), resi-
dents of Hanur taluk. They
were reportedly killed after
forest department personnel
opened fire in the Chikkallur
Reserve Forest area under the
Cauvery Wildlife Division
early on Saturday.

Aranha said that even
if the deceased had
committed any offence,
shooting them dead
could not be justified.
He clarified that the
Christian community does not
support illegal entry into pro-
tected forest areas, hunting,
poaching or any other unlaw-
ful activities.

At the same time, opening
fire and killing people for any
alleged offence cannot be
considered an appropriate
course of action. The conduct

_______COMMUNITY SERVICE

of the forest officials and per-
sonnel cannot be condoned,
he said.

He stated that the state gov-
ernment has a responsibility
to establish the facts sur-
rounding the incident and en-
sure justice for the families of
the deceased.

Aranha urged the
government to imme-
diately order a
high-level probe, take
appropriate action
against officials found respon-
sible, and provide maximum
compensation from the Forest
Department to the bereaved
families.

He also demanded that one
member from each of the three
affected families be provided
government employment as
part of the relief measures.

SCHOOL-RELATED ISSUES TOP
CHILD HELPLINE CASES

CH NEWS. MANGALURU

School-related issues
emerged as the leading rea-
son for Child Helpline inter-
ventions in Dakshina Kanna-
da during 2025-26, account-
ing for 182 of the 491 cases
handled by the District Child
Protection Unit (DCPU) be-
tween April 2025 and March
2026.A total of 37 percent of
the caseload, were school
related concerns, including
complaints of corporal pun-
ishment, bullying, ragging,
potential dropouts, be-
havioural issues and coun-
selling needs, which was
nearly three times the the
second-largest category-- 62
cases of child-begging
cases. The helpline handled
an average of 41 cases a

month. District Child Pro-
tection Officer Rashmi said
every complaint was exam-
ined and counselling provid-
ed where necessary. Some
children, she noted, reported
alleged abuse after misun-
derstanding disciplinary
measures taken by parents or
teachers. Committee mem-
bers spoke to the children
and explained appropriate
use of the helpline when
such complaints are re-
ceived, she said. Of the 491
complaints, 455 were found
to be genuine and 36 were
classified as false. Officials
cautioned against dismissing
complaints as mere misun-
derstandings.

Section 17 of the Right to
Free and Compulsory Edu-
cation Act prohibits physical

punishment and mental ha-
rassment in schools. The
helpline handled 36
cases of physical abuse, 33
sexual abuse cases
and 21 emotional abuse
calls, together accounting
for over 18% of the
annual caseload. Other inter-
ventions included 25 cases
involving children found
alone in public places, 24
counselling cases, 23 fami-
ly-related issues and 20 cas-
es of child labour.There
were also 14 missing-child
cases, 12 requests for shel-
ter, 12 cases of neglect and
nine involving child mar-
riage. Other complaints re-
lated to cybercrime, hostel
issues, adoption, addiction,
medical assistance and
anganwadis.

Two houses for needy families inaugurated

CH NEWS, UDUPI

The inauguration and blessing
of two newly constructed
houses for families in need
was held at Christ Church,
Manipal Parish. Dr Leslie
Clifford D’Souza, bishop, Di-
ocese of Udupi, inaugurated
and blessed the houses.

The project was initiated
one and a half years ago un-
der the guidance of the Dio-
cese of Udupi to commemo-
rate the Jubilee Year 2025. It
forms part of the Diocese’s
mission to encourage every
parish to construct at least one
house for a deserving family.

Responding generously to
this initiative, the parish
priest of Christ Church Fr
Romeo Lewis, with the sup-
port of the parish pastoral
council, parishioners and
various parish associations,
undertook the construction of

and blessed at Christ Ch

# W 1

two houses. Alwyn Saldanha,
Vice-President of the parish
pastoral council, served as
the project coordinator. The
houses were completed on
schedule and handed over to
two deserving beneficiaries,
Pavitra and Florina, Lourdes

ward.

In his address, Bishop Les-
lie appreciated the commend-
able work of the parish priest,
parishioners, donors and par-
ish associations that support-
ed the project. He said that he
felt fortunate to bless Christ
Church and the two houses
during his first visit to the
parish following his episcopal
ordination as Bishop of Udu-
pi. He also expressed his hap-
piness that these two memo-
rable events in his episcopal
ministry had taken place at
Manipal Parish.

Simple Cutinha compered
the programme. Among those

urch, Manipal

present were Alwyn Saldanha,
vice-president of the parish
pastoral council; Dr Sabitha
Mendonca, secretary; Law-
rence D’Almeida, pastoral
commission coordinator, Je-
rome Mendonca, ward leader,
ward representatives; mem-
bers of the Society of St Vin-
cent de Paul.

The programme concluded
with a hymn of thanksgiving.
The beneficiary families ex-
pressed their heartfelt grati-
tude to the bishop, the parish
priest, the donors and every-
one who contributed to mak-
ing their dream of owning a
home a reality.

Hoode youth succumbs
to injuries after road
accident near Nittur

CH NEWS, UDUPI

A young man from Hoode, who was critically injured in a
road accident near Nittur in Udupi, succumbed to his
injuries while undergoing treatment at a hospital in

Manipal.

The deceased has been identified as Bette Afran,
son of Bette Gaffar and a resident of Jannath Nagar in

Sagara.

According to reports, Afran sustained severe injuries in an
accident involving a car and a two-wheeler near Nittur on
Sunday. He was immediately shifted to a hospital in Manipal
for advanced treatment and admitted to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU). Despite receiving treatment, Afran succumbed

to his injuries.

Afran was pursuing degree studies at a private college in
Udupi. He was reportedly returning to Udupi after complet-
ing his internship duties when the accident occurred.
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Student dies after
pillar collapses at
school

TUMAKURU
A 10-year-old student
died after a pillar col-
lapsed on him at a gov-
ernment primary school
in Belagihalli village,
Chikkanayakanahalli ta-
luk, on Tuesday morn-
ing. Dhanush, son of
Anand Murthy from
Mattighatta village, was
studying in Class 4. He
had arrived at school as
usual and was playing
with friends before
classes began. Around
9:30 am, a pillar from
the nearby Nandini Milk
Dairy building suddenly
collapsed and struck
him on the head. He
died at the spot. Han-
danakere police visited
the site and began an
inspection. Local resi-
dents alleged that poor
construction may have
caused the collapse.

Applications invited
from experienced
artists

Mysuru
Rangayana, Mysuru, has in-
vited applications from in-
terested artists with theatre
experience to participate in

various plays and theatre
activities undertaken by the
institution.
Preference will be given to
candidates who have com-
pleted a degree from the
National School of Drama
(NSD), a theatre education
degree/diploma from any
recognised theatre training
centre in Karnataka, or a de-
gree/postgraduate degree in
Theatre from a State Gov-
ernment-recognised univer-
sity.Interested artists aged
between 22 and 35 years
who meet the eligibility cri-
teria will be selected tempo-
rarily as per Rangayana
rules. Applicants can down-
load the application form
from Rangayana’s website,
rangayanamysore.karnata-
ka.gov.in, and submit the
completed application to
the Director, Rangayana, Vi-
noba Road, Mysuru—05, on
or before August 28.

CAVAinvites
applications for MFA
PGadmissions

Mysuru
The Chamarajendra Gov-
ernment College of
Visual Arts (CAVA), Mys-
ury, has invited applica-
tions from eligible candi-
dates for admission to
the first-year Master of
Visual Arts (MVA) post-
graduate programme for
the academic year 2026—
27.
Candidates who have
completed a BVA or
equivalent course are eli-
gible to apply. Applica-
tion forms have been
available at the college
office during working
hours since July 23, 2026.
The last date for submis-
sion of completed appli-
cations is August 25.
The two-year MVA post-
graduate programme fol-
lows the CBCS pattern
and offers specialised
study in Painting, Sculp-
ture and Printmaking.

KARNATAKA
CM Shivakumar asks Minister

Rayaraddi toresolve salary issue

Over 150 guest lecturers need 6 crore annually, but the university’s financial
crisis threatens salaries, lecturers’ livelihoods, and students’ education

BENGALURU

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar has directed Higher
Education Minister Basavaraj
Rayaraddi to urgently resolve
the issue over salaries of
guest lecturers working at
Mandya University.

The direction came after
MLC Madhu G. Made Gowda
and Mandya MLA Ravikumar
Ganiga met the Chief Minis-
ter at Vidhana Soudha on
Tuesday and explained the
university’s financial difficul-
ties.

The legislators said the
Higher Education Department
had instructed universities,
including Mandya University,
to pay guest lecturers’ salaries
from student fees. However,
Mandya Government College,
which became Mandya Uni-
versity in the 2019-20 aca-

demic year, had appointed
additional guest lecturers
through the Department of
Collegiate Education to man-
age the increased academic
workload. Their salaries have
so far been paid by the gov-
ernment.

According to a statement
from Gowda’s office, more
than 150 guest lecturers are
currently working at the uni-
versity. About Rs. 6 crore is
required every year to pay
their salaries. The university,
facing financial difficulties, is
reportedly unable to bear the

Ataglance

CM directs Higher Ed-
ucation Minister to inter-
vene urgently

Over 150 guest lecturers
await salary resolution

Annual salary require-
ment estimated at 6 crore

University faces difficulties
funding lecturers through fees

Legislators warn salary is-
sue could disrupt academics

Government urged to en-
sure timely lecturer payments

entire cost. The legislators
warned that the salary issue
could affect the university’s
functioning, the livelihoods of

lecturers and the education of
thousands of students.Gowda
and Ganiga urged the Chief
Minister to intervene, noting
that government payment of
the lecturers’ salaries had al-
ready received approval. They
said the latest instructions
could create serious difficul-
ties for the university and its
students. Responding to their
appeal, Shivakumar asked Ra-
yaraddi, who was present
during the meeting, to exam-
ine the matter and find an ur-
gent solution.The legislators
expressed hope that a decision
would be taken soon to ensure
that guest lecturers receive
their salaries without further
uncertainty. They said timely
action would help protect
teaching activities and pre-
vent disruption to students
pursuing higher education at
Mandya University.
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PMK delegation
demands CBI probe
into shooting

CHAMARAIJANAGAR

Five leaders of Tamil Na-
du’s Pattali Makkal Katchi,
including current and former
MLAS, visited the families of
people killed in a shooting in-
cident involving Forest De-
partment personnel and ex-
pressed condolences. They
demanded a comprehensive
and impartial investigation to
establish what happened.

The leaders visited Thomi-
yar Palya, Lazar Doddi and
Jagannath Doddi villages in
Hanur taluk and met relatives
of the deceased. They heard
the families’ accounts and as-
sured them that their concerns
and suffering would be con-
veyed to the authorities.

Former Dharmapuri MLA
Venkatesh and former Coim-
batore MLA Veluswamy
called for a Central Bureau of
Investigation inquiry. They
said a transparent investiga-

The PMK delegation
sought higher
compensation,

government jobs for

eligible family members,
and long-term livelihood
support for families
affected by the deaths

tion should examine the cir-
cumstances that led to the in-
cident. If officials are found
responsible for wrongdoing,
strict legal action should fol-
low, they said.

The PMK delegation also
said the compensation an-
nounced for the deceased
families was inadequate. They
urged the Karnataka govern-
ment to increase the compen-
sation and provide a govern-
ment job to at least one eligi-
ble family member. The lead-
ers also sought long-term
support to help affected fami-
lies rebuild their livelihoods.

Congress leader condemns
cleaning after Kharge speech

KALABURAGI

Congress leader Srinivasa
Banakki of Gundagurti vil-
lage has opposed the cleaning
of Ramlila Maidan in Uttara-
khand after AICC president
and Rajya Sabha Opposition
Leader Mallikarjun Kharge
addressed a gathering there.

Banakki said the incident
was disrespectful and de-
manded action against those
responsible for the alleged
act.

In a press statement,
Banakki alleged that BJP
leaders cleaned the ground
soon after Kharge’s pro-
gramme in Haldwani ended.
He said the action insulted
Kharge and members of his-
torically disadvantaged com-
munities.

Banakki further alleged that

the incident reflected a mind-
set that people from lower
communities should not hold
important leadership posi-
tions.

He also accused the BJP
and RSS of promoting such
thinking.

Banakki said parties claim-
ing respect for the Constitu-
tion should take action against
those involved. Referring to
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and con-
stitutional values, he demand-
ed that the accused be deport-
ed immediately.

He described Kharge as an
outstanding national leader
and alleged that the incident
exposed the mindset of some
BJP workers.

He urged authorities to en-
sure that such incidents are
not repeated and that dignity
is respected.

SC, ST employees to |

nold unity

conference in Bengaluru

YADGIRI

The Karnataka State Gov-
ernment SC/ST Employees
Coordination Committee will
hold its sixth state-level unity
conference in Bengaluru on
August 28, state president D.
Shivashankar said on Tues-
day.

The conference will focus
on protecting the rights of SC/
ST government employees
and addressing their pending
demands.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the district press
house, Shivashankar said SC/
ST employees continue to
face discrimination in govern-
ment services. He called for
greater unity among employ-
ees to raise legitimate de-
mands and seek solutions to
their concerns through a com-

mon platform.

He said the state govern-
ment has sanctioned around
7.75 lakh posts across depart-
ments, but only about four
lakh employees are currently
working. More than 2.84 lakh
posts remain vacant, he
claimed. He also alleged that
nearly 24,000 backlog posts
reserved for SC/ST candidates
have not been filled, prevent-
ing employees from receiving
the full benefit of reservation.

The conference will be held
at Shringara Palace in Palace
Grounds, Bengaluru. Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar is
expected to inaugurate the
event, while Deputy Chief
Minister and Revenue Minis-
ter Dr. G. Parameshwara will
preside. Former Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah will deliver
the keynote address. Ministers

Satish Jarkiholi, K.H. Muni-
yappa and Priyank Kharge,
along with legislators and
community leaders, are ex-
pected to attend.

Yadgiri district president
R.M. Natekar said more than
1,000 people from the district
are expected to participate.
He appealed to committee
presidents, office bearers and
employees from all taluks to
attend in large numbers. State
vice president R. Mohana,
general secretary Dr. Vijaya-
kumar, Shahapur taluk presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kamble,
Surapura taluk president San-
jeev Darbari and other district
members attended the press
conference. The organizers
said the conference would
seek stronger implementation
of reservation and timely fill-
ing of vacant posts.

Breakfast service launched for kids
with speech and hearing disabilities

MYSURU

A new breakfast service for
children with speech and
hearing disabilities visiting
the All India Institute of
Speech and Hearing (AIISH)
of Mysuru for treatment was
launched at the Kuteera prem-
ises of the Panchavati Cam-
pus in Mysuru on Tuesday.

The initiative has been tak-
en up jointly by the All India
Institute of Speech and Hear-
ing and the Akshaya Patra
Foundation.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Yukesh Ku-
mar inaugurated the new ser-
vice.

Speaking on the occasion,
ISKCON’s Sri Stoka Krishna
Swamiji said that the Akshaya
Patra Foundation, apart from
providing free mid-day meals
to children in government
schools, was expanding its
service activities to economi-
cally disadvantaged people
and those with special needs.
At present, ISKCON is pro-
viding mid-day meals to more
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than 20,000 children studying
in government schools. The
programme is being imple-
mented jointly by the Govern-
ment of Karnataka, the Gov-
ernment of India and the Ak-
shaya Patra Foundation.

He said that, following the
success of the programme,
several new initiatives were
being undertaken to extend
assistance to poor, visually
impaired and other special-
ly-abled persons in society.
The Foundation is looking
forward to expanding the ini-
tiative further in the coming
days and remains committed
to providing continuous sup-
port to children with speech

and hearing disabilities and
other sections of society in
need of assistance.Speaking
on the occasion, AIISH Direc-
tor Dr. Pushpavathi said the
institution had been looking
for ways to address the needs
of children and their parents
who visit the institute for
treatment. As many children
and their parents arrive at the
institute in the morning, they
felt the need to provide them
with fresh and nutritious
breakfast. The ZP CEO took
special interest in the initia-
tive and discussed the matter
with the Akshaya Patra Foun-
dation, facilitating the provi-
sion of breakfast.

KABINI FACES PRESSURE AS
CAUVERY RELEASES CONTINUE

MYSURU

Water levels in the Cauvery
basin are coming under pres-
sure as inflow into the Kabini
reservoir has fallen sharply,
while releases remain high
following directions to send
water to Tamil Nadu. At 8
a.m. on Tuesday, Kabini stood
at 2,278.92 feet, against its
maximum level of 2,284 feet.
The reservoir held 16.43
TMC, including 6.62 TMC of
live storage.

The inflow was only 6,457
cusecs, compared with 22,539
cusecs on the same day last
year. However, the reservoir
was releasing 11,940 cusecs
into the river and another
1,660 cusecs through canals.
The total outflow reached
13,600 cusecs, more than
twice the inflow. The situation
has raised concern because
the reservoir is losing water
faster than it is receiving it.
Kabini also received only 10
mm of rainfall, while evapo-
ration caused a loss of 9.02
million cubic feet.

The releases have gained
importance after directions to

Karnataka to provide 12,500
cusecs of Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu every day for 15
days. Continued discharge is
putting pressure on Kabini as
rainfall in its catchment areas
has weakened. The Krishna
Raja Sagar reservoir is also
being watched closely. Water
continues to flow from KRS
to Tamil Nadu even though
the reservoir remains about 17
feet below its maximum level.
Inflows have stayed low be-
cause of poor rainfall in the
catchment.

The continued releases
from Kabini and KRS have
worried farmers across the
Cauvery basin. Farmers have
protested against sending wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu, saying they
are already struggling to se-
cure enough water for stand-
ing crops. With the monsoon
remaining weak in parts of
South Karnataka, they fear
that further releases could
worsen shortages and affect
agricultural activities. They
are urging authorities to con-
sider the needs of local farm-
ers before deciding on addi-
tional releases.

Mysuru bishop
seeks probe into
Hanur forest deaths

MYSURU

The Mysuru Diocese has
expressed deep concern over
the deaths of three people in
an alleged firing incident in-
volving forest department
personnel in the Chikkallur
Reserved Forest area of Ha-
nur taluk, Chamarajanagar
district.

Bishop Francis Serrao,
speaking on behalf of the
Christian community of the
Diocese, has urged the State
Government to order an inde-
pendent judicial inquiry. The
Diocese said the deaths raised
serious questions about the
use of force during the opera-
tion and the circumstances
that led to the firing. The Dio-
cese clarified that it does not
support unauthorised entry
into reserved forests, hunting
or other illegal activities. At
the same time, it said allega-
tions or suspicion cannot jus-
tify the use of deadly force
against people. Forest person-
nel may need to carry weap-
ons while protecting them-
selves, enforcing laws and
safeguarding forest resources,
the Diocese acknowledged.
However, it stressed that any
use of force must remain
within the law and be propor-
tionate to the threat faced.Ac-
cording to the Diocese, sever-
al important questions need
clear answers. Investigators
must determine whether for-
est personnel faced an imme-
diate and serious threat to
their lives, whether firing was
unavoidable and whether oth-
er methods could have been
used to control the situation
without causing deaths. The
Diocese said these issues re-
quire an independent, impar-
tial and transparent investiga-
tion rather than assumptions
or preliminary conclusions. It
also expressed concern that
the identities of the forest per-
sonnel allegedly involved in
the incident have not yet been
made public.The Diocese has
called for a judicial inquiry
headed by a High Court judge
to examine the actions of ev-
ery forest department official
involved in the operation.

EMPOWERING THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Mysuru Railways trains visually impaired employees

MYSURU

The Mysuru Division of
South Western Railway organ-
ised a one-day training pro-
gramme for visually impaired
employees with a special focus
on digital accessibility, work-
place efficiency and confi-
dence-building.

The programme was aimed
at equipping visually impaired
employees with the practical
skills required to handle their
day-to-day official responsibil-
ities effectively by making op-
timum use of accessible digital
tools and office applications.

From HRMS to e-Office:
Digital Skills for a Smarter

Workplace

The training featured practi-
cal demonstrations and hands-
on guidance on several digital
platforms and applications
routinely used in railway offic-
es. Employees were trained in
Human Resource Management
System (HRMS) and e-Office,
including file creation, move-
ment, noting and official cor-
respondence. Sessions were
also held on UMID (Unique
Medical Identity Card), prepa-
ration of official notes and let-
ters, and the effective use of
Microsoft Word and Excel.
Special emphasis was placed
on keyboard shortcuts and ac-
cessibility features, enabling

employees with visual impair-
ment to navigate office appli-
cations more efficiently and
independently.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by ADRM/Mysuru
Shammas Hameed in the pres-
ence of Sr. DPO/Mysuru
Shirish S. Kamble, along with
other railway officials and
staff.

ADRM Interacts with Em-
ployees

An important highlight of
the programme was the inter-
action between ADRM Sham-
mas Hameed and the visually
impaired employees. The em-
ployees shared their grievanc-
es, suggestions and work-relat-

ed concerns, besides highlight-
ing some of the challenges
they face while performing
their official duties.

He patiently heard their con-
cerns and assured them that
the issues raised would be ex-
amined and appropriate action
would be taken. The training
programme underscored the
importance of making work-
places more inclusive by en-
suring that employees with
visual impairment have access
to appropriate technology and
accessible digital systems.By
improving their familiarity
with office applications and
accessibility tools, the initia-
tive seeks to enable visually

impaired employees to per-
form their responsibilities with
greater independence, confi-
dence and efficiency.The pro-
gramme also reflected the My-
suru Division’s emphasis on
creating an inclusive working
environment where employ-
ees, irrespective of physical
limitations, are provided op-
portunities to enhance their
professional skills. The initia-
tive is expected to help visual-
ly impaired employees make
more effective use of digital
technologies in their official
duties while strengthening
their confidence in handling
increasingly technology-driv-
en railway administration.

Haveri expands Kannada reading
through home libraries

CH NEWS, HAVERI

The Kannada Book Author-
ity’s “One Library at Home”
project is creating greater ac-
cess to Kannada books and
encouraging reading among
families, retired professor
Basavaraja Bannura said. He
was speaking after inaugurat-
ing the district’s 49th library
under the project at the resi-
dence of Rajyotsava awardee
and Havanur Foundation pres-
ident Virupaksha Havanur on
Old Post Road.Bannura said
libraries should offer books on
modern technology along with
autobiographies and works of
earlier generations. He urged

families to make books
friends of children and young
people. Teacher Sridevi, who
presided over the programme,
said libraries could help re-
duce the growing gap between
older and younger genera-
tions. She added that digital
reading should receive greater
attention to attract today’s
youth.Book Authority Chair-
man Dr. Manas said printing
presses play an important role
in publishing books. He
praised the initiative as the
first library in Karnataka to be
inaugurated at a printing
press, highlighting the con-
nection between publishing
and reading.
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GTTCinvites
applications for free
machinist training

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
The Government Tool
Room and Training Centre
in Chitradurga has invited
applications for its Tool
Room Machinist training
course. Under the AITT
SCP and TSP scheme,
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates who have passed
SSLC can receive free one-
year training. Applicants
must be between 16 and
35 years old. Young men
and women from all cate-
gories who have passed or
failed SSLC can also join
the course by paying a
minimum fee. Interested
candidates can contact
the GTTC at Kunchigana-
hal, behind Kanive Maram-
ma Temple, on Old Banga-
lore Road. The centre has
encouraged eligible youth
to apply and gain useful
technical skills.

Mandya plans
celebrations for
eminent personalities

CHNEWS, MANDYA
Mandya officials have
urged people to celebrate
the birthdays of eminent
personalities in August and
September with unity and
purpose. Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner B. C.
Sivanandamurthy said the
celebrations should pro-
mote the ideals and
thoughts of these respect-
ed figures. He also asked
officials to invite dignitar-
ies and organizations, keep
venues clean, display por-
traits respectfully and ar-
range awareness lectures.
The district will observe
Devaraja Urs’s 111th birth
anniversary on August 20
at10amatDr.B.R.
Ambedkar Bhavan. Minis-
ters, legislators and offi-
cials are expected

BELAGAVI

Pro-Kannada activists staged
a protest outside the Belagavi
Municipal Corporation on
Tuesday, demanding that the
civic body pass a resolution
declaring Belagavi an integral
part of Karnataka.

The demonstration was or-
ganized by the Kittur Karna-
taka Sena and supported by
several Kannada organiza-
tions.

The activists said they had
been pressing the corporation
for the resolution for three
months. Their protest contin-
ued while a corporation meet-
ing was taking place inside
the building. They expressed
anger over what they de-
scribed as repeated delays and
demanded that the issue be
taken up without further post-
ponement.

Kittur Karnataka Sena State
President Mahadev Talawara

KARNATAKA

Kannada activists detained
during Corporation protest

Ashok Chandaragi urged superseding the corporation if it rejected the resolution,
while activists criticised politicians for ignoring Karnataka’s position on Belagavi

warned that the mayor, deputy
mayor and members should
accept responsibility if the
resolution was not presented.
He said they should not con-
tinue using government facil-
ities while failing to meet the
protesters’ demand. Youth
Unit State President Mahesh
Shigihalli also warned of
stronger protests if the corpo-
ration again failed to act.
Kannada Sangathangala
Kriya Samiti district president
Ashok Chandaragi urged the
state government to consider

superseding the corporation if
it failed to adopt the resolu-
tion. Activists said the issue
was important to them be-
cause they wanted the civic
body to clearly affirm Karna-
taka’s position on Belagavi.
They also criticized local pol-
iticians for not responding to
their demand.

Tensions rose when the pro-
testers tried to enter the cor-
poration office. Police de-
tained more than 30 activists,
including Mahadev Talawara,
and took them away in vehi-

DEMANDS

— Pass resolution declaring
Belagavi part of Karnataka

— End three-month delay
over resolution adoption

— Mayor and deputy
mayor should resign

— Stop use of government
facilities by leaders

— Government should super-
sede corporation if needed

— Present Karnataka-sup-
porting resolution
without further delay

cles. The activists protested
their detention and expressed
anger at the police. The
demonstration ended with the
protesters renewing their warn-
ing that the campaign would
continue until the corporation
addressed their demand.

Collector orders
swift action
ahead of
Lokayukta Visit

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Karnataka Upa Lokayukta Justice
B. Veerappa will visit Maddur
taluk on August 27 and 28 to in-
spect various locations and hear
pending complaints.

District Collector Dr. Kumar
has directed officials to complete
necessary preparations and ensure
that public complaints receive
timely and quality resolution.

Speaking at a preliminary
meeting held at the District Col-
lector’s Office on Tuesday, Dr.
Kumar reviewed arrangements
for the visit.

Officials review plans for joint
Jayanti celebrations

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Chitradurga Tahsildar B.M.
Govindaraj has directed offi-
cials to make proper arrange-
ments for celebrating Sri Nu-
lia Chandaya Jayanti and
Brahmashri Narayana Guru
Jayanti on August 28.

He said the programmes
should be organized meaning-
fully at the district headquar-
ters while following govern-
ment guidelines.

Govindaraj spoke while
chairing a preparatory meet-
ing at the Sub-Divisional Of-
ficer’s Office Hall in Chitra-
durga on Tuesday. Communi-

ty representatives suggested
holding the joint celebration
at the District Collector’s Of-
fice Hall. The Tahsildar
agreed to the proposal and
asked officials to complete
the necessary preparations.

As part of the celebrations, a
resource person will be identi-
fied and invited to deliver a spe-
cial lecture on the lives and con-
tributions of the two respected
figures. A light music pro-
gramme will also be included.
Govindaraj said invitation letters
would be printed and distributed
according to government proto-
col.

Representatives of the Arya

Ediga Sangha and Korama Sam-
aj, along with officials from var-
ious departments, attended the
meeting. Those present included
Jeevan, Raghavendra, Jagadish
Gunderi, T. Basavaraj, Manju-
nath, Kumaraswamy, T. Swamy
and E.N. Laxmikant. Kannada
and Culture Department Assis-
tant Director Dr. B.M. Gurunath,
District Physical Education Of-
ficer Chidanandaswamy and
Social Welfare Department offi-
cial Thippeswamy also partici-
pated. Officials and community
leaders agreed to work together
to ensure the August 28 pro-
gramme is conducted respectful-
ly and successfully.
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Gadag artisans
seek support for
green Ganesh idols

CH NEWS,Malingaraya Pujar

With Ganesh Chaturthi ap-
proaching, traditional idol
makers in Gadag district have
appealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the state
Chief Minister to support
eco-friendly clay Ganesh
idols and protect their tradi-
tional livelihood.

Muttanna Bharadi, General
Secretary of the Gadag Dis-
trict Ganesh Idol Makers As-
sociation, submitted the ap-
peal on behalf of local arti-
sans. The association said the
request represents the con-
cerns of thousands of tradi-
tional idol makers and envi-
ronmentally conscious citi-
zens who want celebrations to
protect both nature and local
art.

The artisans have raised
concern over the growing use
of Plaster of Paris, or POP,
idols and chemical-based
paints. They said such idols
can pollute lakes and other
water bodies because they do
not dissolve easily after im-
mersion. The association has
been spreading awareness
about the environmental dam-
age caused by these materials
for several years. However,
the continued availability of
POP idols has made it harder
for families depending on tradi-
tional clay idol making to earn
a stable income. Artisans be-
lieve stronger government ac-

Artisans warned that
POP idols and chemical
paints pollute water
bodies, urging stronger
government action to
protect traditional clay
makers’ livelihoods and
environment
L] L]
tion is needed to change this

situation.

The association also wel-
comed the Prime Minister’s re-
cent message in his Mann Ki
Baat programme, in which he
encouraged people to buy local-
ly made clay Ganesh idols. Ac-
cording to the artisans, the ap-
peal has given fresh confidence
and respect to traditional crafts-
men across the country. They
said promoting handmade clay
idols can bring together India’s
cultural traditions, the Swadeshi
spirit and environmental protec-
tion. For local makers, such
support could help preserve an
art passed from one generation
to another while also encourag-
ing safer festival practices.

The artisans have placed
three main demands before the
government.

They want strict action
against the manufacture and
sale of POP idols, better mar-
keting support and incentives
for local clay idol makers, and
wider awareness campaigns in
schools, colleges and public in-
stitutions about environmental-
ly friendly celebrations.

Health
officer urges
parents to
vaccinate

children

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA:

Government vac-
cines are safe and
effective and can
protect children from
13 serious diseases,
Taluk Health Educa-
tion Officer B.
Moogappa said on
Tuesday.

He was speaking at
a meeting of mothers
after attending a vac-
cination session at
Anganwadi B Centre
in the city’s Shelter
Area.
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The Secretary, KKRDB, Kalaburagi hereby invites separate Technical and Financial

through e-procurement portal of Government

The tender document with detailed conditions can be obtained through web site

Sd/- Deputy Secretary
Kalyan Karnataka Region Development Board Kalaburagi

Sd/- Sd/-
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TMC, Bidadi DIPRIBSDI249/SA/2026-27 TMC, Bidadi

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION

Offlce of the Commissioner, BNCC, Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bangalore-560092

Moogappa said
free vaccination has
helped reduce sever-
al infectious diseases
that once affected
many children. He

urged parents to en-
sure that children re-
ceive vaccines on
time and make full
use of government
health services. He
said vaccination can
protect children from
diseases that may
cause severe illness
or death.

He also urged fam-
ilies to prevent child
marriage and avoid
early pregnancy.
Early pregnancy can
cause serious health
problems and diffi-
cult childbirth for
young mothers.

He said people
can report child mar-
riage by calling 1098
and assured that the
caller’s identity
would be kept confi-
dential.

Taluk ASHA Men-
tor Tabitha explained
that contraceptive
implants are a mod-
ern temporary family
planning option for
eligible women.
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of this Notification.

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORM-III (See Sub-rule (3) of rule-3)

In exercise of powers conferred under section 14-B of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act,1961 the following ‘Area’ mentioned in the schedule
below is required by the Commissioner, Bangalore North City Corporation for “Construction of Underground 3 lane Twin road from Hebbala Flyover to
Hebbala Veterinary College on Bellary road (Ch0.00m to 200.00m)”

The following land / building owners have opted for Development Rights in lieu of monetary compensation under the Right to Fair Compensation and
transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. The Development Rights will be given by the Authority as twice the land area
surrendered and two times the building area surrendered and as estimated by the value of the building area surrendered (valuated as per PWD norms) divided
by the market value of the land on which the building is constructed.

The public is hereby informed about the details of the land and land owners and interested persons whose lands are required for the public purpose and
Development Right Certificate (DRCs) are to be issued in lieu of monetary compensation. Any objections and suggestions are to be addressed to the O/o
Joint Commissioner, (Land Acquisition & TDR) Amruthahalli main road, Byatarayanapura, Bengalore-560092. within thirty days from the date of publication

List of land / building area surrendered and land owners for which DRC is to be issued.

Date: 18.08.2026

Name of the District: Bengaluru Urban Name of the Taluk: Yelahanka Name of the Village: Hebbala
Type of Nature Dimension Boundaries of the land | Building
land -Oof Land of the land | plot Details Presenlt afiti,v“y
c on lan
£ = © / plot and e £ o | o|Building (Specify| Market
s1.| Sy-No. $g 25 o extentin 1S 8| G| specific activity | (guide lines)| Name and address of the
No' /'Khata | £ | 2 5 g 3 5 Sq.m - slels|® 5= % such as shop, | value of the | owner of the plot / land for
‘| No. S| = % 2322 @ 3| 5| 3|£|8°|g| office, factory, land per | which DRC is to be issued
S| 215 > 223 S . L S| z| o lE|O S|<| apartment, Sq.m
£853 2 RS £ |6 5 | 5|individual house
2720 T s G| ge|8 etc.,)
S =~ € 1w g
(o)) =
< a =
- o ke O .
= Vacant Z=-C% gl | E|Z5 M S Mahadevaiah S/o.
N~ N~ C Q| ] 1 -
1 5 land Developed 202.34 5o ® gl S|6o 58 68,200.00 Shivanna

Note: Market guideline value of this property is considered subject to conditions of payment of fee as per Government Order No.: Sea 137 Q007030 2024 (),
OF00%: 09.09.2024 and as per the Circular No.: 032800 /2.0% .&5T° /23/1802/2024-25, HT208: 21.09.2024.
Objections and suggestions made be submitted at the address specified below:

Name and address of the Divisional
| Sub divisional / Branch Office

Joint Commissioner, Zone-1, Amruthahalli main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bangalore-560092.

Sd/-,
Commissioner, Bengaluru North City Corporation
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Free dental camp
begins at Karkala
hospital

KARKALA
Dr. TM.A. Pai Rotary
Hospital in Karkala will
hold a free dental check-
up and consultation
camp from August 19 to
promote better oral
health. Patients needing
further treatment can
access procedures such
as root canals, fillings,
scaling, polishing, extrac-
tions, crowns, bridges
and dental implants at
discounted rates. The
camp is especially useful
for elderly people, home-
makers and working pro-
fessionals, with lunch-
hour appointments avail-
able for convenience.
Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Sanjay Kumar urged peo-
ple not to ignore dental
problems and to seek ear-
ly care. Dental specialists
are available on working
days from 9:30 am to
6:30 pm. For appoint-
ments, call 7619129090.

CH NEWS, KARWAR

KARNATAKA

Karwar workshop highlights
media’s role in governance

The workshop was jointly organised by PIB Bengaluru and district authorities,
with Lakshmi Priya stressing information sharing and media outreach

[ALURU

Media organizations have an
important role in informing
people about Central and
State government schemes
and helping them access
available benefits, Deputy
Commissioner K. Lakshmi
Priya said on Tuesday

. She was speaking at a
“Vartalaapa” workshop for
media representatives at the
District Collector’s Office.

The workshop was orga-
nized by the Press Informa-
tion Bureau, Bengaluru,
along with the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat
and Information and Public
Relations Department.
Lakshmi Priya said depart-
ments must share informa-
tion with citizens, while me-
dia support can ensure that
details reach people across
the district.

She said media reports
also help officials identify
public problems, especially
in remote areas. Complaints
appearing in newspapers and
other media are checked
through the district control

h HANDLES

room, after which concerned
departments are asked to re-
spond. Zilla Panchayat CEO
Dr. Dileesh Shashi said me-
dia acts as a bridge between
citizens and administration.

District Superintendent of
Police Dr. Deepan M.N. said
responsible reporting is im-
portant as misinformation,
rumours and fake news can
spread quickly. He urged
journalists to verify facts be-
fore publishing information
and appreciated their support
in police awareness cam-
paigns on cybercrime and
drugs. Officials also provid-
ed updates on voter-list revi-
sion and youth association
registration.

Additional Director Gener-
al of Information G.S.
Ravindra explained several
Central schemes, including
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi,
crop insurance, Namo Drone
Didi and fisheries pro-
grammes.

Other officials discussed
forest conservation, tribal
rights, women and child em-
powerment and financial in-
clusion. The workshop
aimed to improve communi-
cation between departments,
media and citizens, helping
people understand welfare
programmes and encourag-
ing authorities to respond
more quickly to public con-
cerns across Uttara Kannada.

DC orders speedy
completion of
landslide works

Karwar district has
approved 99 land-
slide prevention works
costing Rs. 100 crore,
Deputy Commissioner
K. Lakshmi Priya said.
Tender procedures are
complete, and work
orders have been issued
for 80 projects. The
Deputy Commission-
er expressed concern
that 19 works have not
started and directed
officials to begin them
immediately and finish
all projects within the
deadline. She also
instructed departments
to ensure proper main-
tenance of rain gauges.
Officials were asked to
speed up soil removal
from the Gangavali river
near Shirur.

WEDNESDAY » AUGUST 19, 2026

ibcworldnews.com
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Udupi MP reviews
pending highway
infrastructure projects

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Udupi-Chikkamagaluru MP
Kota Srinivas Poojary direct-
ed National Highway officials
to complete pending service
roads and related works on
National Highway 66 at the
earliest. He said timely com-
pletion was necessary to im-
prove road safety, reduce ac-
cidents and ensure smoother
traffic movement across the
district.

At a review meeting in Ma-
nipal, Poojary examined prog-
ress on service roads, fly-
overs, underpasses and other
highway infrastructure. He
directed engineers to priori-
tize pending service roads,
including stretches near
Koteshwar, Beezadi, Kum-
bhashi, Thekkatte, Brahmavar,
Santekate and Udyavar. He
said completed sections should
be opened for public use with-
out unnecessary delay.

The MP stressed that con-
struction must maintain quali-
ty and include proper drainage
and traffic safety measures. He
said service road work had not
started at some locations and
instructed officials to take im-
mediate action. Sites near Nit-
tur and Mahesh Hospital in
Brahmavar will be inspected,
with foot overbridges consid-

The MP stressed quality
construction, drainage
and traffic safety, urging
action on delayed
service roads and
inspections, while
considering foot
overbridges after public
consultation

ered after obtaining public
opinion.

Poojary said tree clearance
for service road construction
had begun near Ambagilu
junction and asked engineers
to undertake temporary repairs
on the Kinnimulki-Ambalapa-
dy road. He also discussed
plans for an accident-free road
towards Talapady, taking the
Kerala model as a reference.

Work on the Katapadi un-
derpass is progressing, with
one side already open to traf-
fic. Poojary said the remaining
side should be completed soon
to reduce congestion. He also
announced a special meeting
under the District Collector to
discuss restrictions on com-
mercial construction near na-
tional highways and possible
legal measures.

NHAI Project Director Ab-
dul Javed Azmi, consultant
engineers and other officials
attended the meeting.

Hunsur groups
demand early opening
of Arasu Kala Bhavan

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Progressive organizations in
Hunsur have expressed con-
cern over the delay in opening
the Arasu Kala Bhavan, built
in memory of former Chief
Minister D. Devaraja Urs.

They alleged that the build-
ing has remained unused for
years because elected repre-
sentatives and officials have
failed to ensure its comple-
tion.

The Kala Bhavan was con-
structed in 2015 at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs. 9.5 crore
through the Mysuru Nirmiti
Kendra. Activists said the
building, located in the home-
town of Urs, has gradually
deteriorated without proper
use and maintenance. They
also claimed that expensive
window panes were damaged
and later replaced, resulting in
additional spending from pub-
lic funds.

Organizations said they
have repeatedly submitted pe-
titions seeking funds and ear-
ly inauguration of the build-
ing, but have received no

satisfactory response. They
described the delay as an in-
sult to Urs, who is remem-
bered for promoting social
justice and land reforms. They
said the neglect is particularly
painful as Hunsur is closely
associated with his life and
work.

Satyappa Vishada, president
of Satya MAS Foundation,
said Urs’s 111th birth anniver-
sary will be observed on Au-
gust 20, but the administra-
tion is preparing celebrations
while the building named af-
ter him remains incomplete.
Social activist J. Mahadev
said political leaders have
shown little interest in pre-
serving Urs’s legacy. CPM
leader Basavaraj Kalkunike
also criticized the neglect,
saying the condition of the
building was disrespectful to
the former leader.

The organizations appealed
to Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and the
Minister for Backward Class-
es to release the required
funds and personally
intervene.

Rural teacher turns
education into social change

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Teacher Annanayaka’s more
than three decades in rural
education show how one
committed educator can
transform a school and in-
spire children.

Serving at Gaganahalli
Government High School,
he has treated teaching not
simply as a job, but as a so-
cial responsibility, focus-
ing on learning, confi-
dence and character.

Born in Hosapura village
in 1967, Annanayaka stud-
ied in Tippur, Kattemalal-
awadi and Hunsur before
graduating from Mahara-
ja’s College, Mysuru.

He later earned D.Ed.,
B.Ed. and M.Ed. qualifica-
tions and joined govern-
ment service in September
1991. As a social science
teacher, he connects les-
sons with daily life, help-
ing students understand
history, geography, the
Constitution and society
through practical activi-
ties.

He has also worked to
bring school dropouts back
through home visits, par-

ent meetings and commu-
nity contact, while pro-
moting girls’ education
and awareness about social
issues. As a cluster re-
source person since 2003,
he has supported teachers
and schools by sharing
ideas and encouraging bet-
ter learning practices.
During his time as in-
charge headmaster in
2025, he helped improve
school facilities with com-
munity support, including
repairs, painting, drinking
water, furniture and teach-
ing materials.

His efforts extend be-
yond academics through
morning classes, group
study, quizzes, sports and
nature programmes.

He has recorded 100 per-
cent results in social science
for four consecutive years,
while emphasizing confidence
over marks. His belief in sur-

‘Sports build strong
minds, health and
harmony’

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Sports are not simply about
winning or losing, but also
help students develop person-
ality, teamwork, harmony and
physical and mental health,
former Gram Panchayat pres-
ident M.K. Dhananjaya said.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the 2026-27 ta-
luk-level sports meet for
Pre-University College stu-
dents at Sri Maruti Stadium in
Thippasandra.

Dhananjaya said sports are
especially important during stu-
dent life and should become
part of daily routine. He noted
that stadiums are being devel-
oped in Magadi and Kunigal
and said he would request Min-
ister H.C. Balakrishna to pro-
vide a well-equipped stadium at
Thippasandra. He welcomed the
conduct of the sports meet at
the hobli level.

> BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Electrical Division, 16th Floor,
PU Building, MG Road, Bengaluru-01

No.BCCC/EE/ELE/TEND/05/2026-27

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) (Single cover/Short term)
(Through GOK Kppp Portal only)

Date: 18.08.2026

Executive Engineer (Ele), BCCC, invites Tenders in accordance with
KTPP rules 2000, from eligible contractors registered in Bengaluru
Central City Corporation/KPWD/CPWD/Railways/MES/National
Highway or any other equivalent central/state government organizations
on behalf of the commissioner, BCCC for Electrical work as detailed in
the table. The bidders may submit their bids for works given in the table
below through KPPP portal of the Government of Karnataka
(www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in) The bidders are advised to note the
minimum qualification criteria specified in clause-3 of the ITT to qualify for
award of the contract. 2) Tender documents may be downloaded from the
KPPP portal from 19/08/2026 by 16.30 hrs. 3) Bids must be submitted
online through the KPPP portal on or before 27/08/2026 by 15:00 hrs.
4) Date of opening of tenders : 28/08/2026 at 16:00 Hrs.

Sl. Name of the Work/Amount Put to Tender in lakhs/
No. EMD amount in Rs.

OTHERS

Providing Temporary illumination, DG set, Public address
system and other connected accessories to Halasuru Lake
Kalyani in connection with Lord Ganesha, Durga Kali Prathima
immersion and performing Chetta Pooja in Halasuru Kalyani
Ward No 08 Halasuru.. Amount Put to Tender : Rs.8.47 Lakhs,
EMD : Rs. 21,200/-. Period For Completion : 70 days.

-

Sd/- Executive Engineer, (Ele), BCCC

roundings and

community
participation
has made the
school a place
where chil-
dren learn
with purpose.

BENGALURU EAST CITY CORPORATION

.| Office of the Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture,
4 Mahadevapura / K.R. Pura Zone,
Vengaiahan Lake ECO Park, K.R. Pura, Bengaluru-560036.

No:SADH(MDP/KRP)TENDER/165/2026-27 Date: 18-08-2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) - (SHORT TERM)
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture (Mahadevapura /
K.R. Pura Zone), BECC, Bengaluru (Referred to as
Employer in these documents) invites Tenders to Implement
Works in accordance with KTPP Rules 2000, from eligible
and experienced Person / Agencies / Firms (Referred to as
Tenderers in these documents) registered in Labour
Department for Development of Parks.
(Standard Tender Document - KW-3)

ﬁ("'. Name of the Work

Landscape Development and Water Facility with Drip
irrigation System and Robotic Drilling in HAL Airport
Road Median and Suranjandas Road (HAL) Junction
Under Pass in Vibhuthipura Ward Median Ward No. 27.
Amount Put to Tender (in Rs.): 40,00,000/-, EMD
Amount (in Rs.): 80,000/-

Beautification Landscape Development Water Facility
and Other Civil Work and Borewell Drilling in Kalkere
Park Ward No. 06. Amount Put to Tender (in Rs.):
80,00,000/-, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,60,000/-

Landscape Development at Basavana Nagara Park
Water Facility and Other Civil Work in Jagadishnagara
Ward No. 26. (2nd Call) - Amount Put to Tender (in Rs.):
80,00,000/-, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 1,60,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents can be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 18-08-2026. 2) Last
Date for Queries: 21-08-2026. 3) Date of Pre Bid Meeting:
24-08-2026. 4) Date of Tender Closing: 28-08-2026. 5) Date
of Opening of Technical Bid: 31-08-2026. 6) Date of Opening
of Financial Bid: After Approval of Technical Bid. Further
details can be had from the above office.

Sd/- Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture

Mahadevapura / K.R. Pura Zone, BECC.

| (CHJCLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Malleshwaram Zone, Office of the Executive Engineer,
Basavanagudi Division, BWCC Building, Chennmmanakere
Achukattu, Vidyapeeta, BSK 3rd Stage, Bengaluru - 560085.

No: EE(BG)/KPPP/TEND/04/2026-27 Date: 18-08-2026

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)
(Single Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Basavanagudi Division, BWCC,
Bengaluru invites Tender from eligible Tenderers registered
Contractors of Bengaluru West City Corporation or equivalent
registration with CPWD / KPWD or any State Government
Organization for the Works detailed below.

Hours onwards. 2) Date of Pre Bid Meeting on 25-08-2026
at 16.00 Hours in the Office of the Executive Engineer,
Basavanagudi Division, BWCC Building, Chennamanakere
Achukattu, Vidyapeeta, BSK 3rd Stage, Bengaluru - 560085.
3) Last Date and Time for Uploading the Tender Documents:
31-08-2026 upto 16.00 Hours. 4) Date of Opening of Tender:
01-09-2026 at 16.30 Hours. Further details can be had from

theaboveoffice.  gq;. Executive Engineer

Basavanagudi Division, Malleshwaram Zone, BWCC.

No: BNCC/Comm/PSR(G)/258/2026-27

PUBLIC NOTICE

In exercise of powers conferred under section 14-B of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act 1961
the following ‘Area’ mentioned in the schedule below is required by The Commissioner, Bengaluru North City
Corporation for “Construction of Underground 3 Lane Twin Road from Hebbala Flyover to Hebbala Veterinary
College on Bellary Road (Ch: 0.00 Meter to 200.00 Meter)”

The following land / building owners have opted for Development Rights in lieu of monetary compensation under the
Right to Fair Compensation and transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. The
Development Rights will be given by the Authority as twice the land area surrendered and two times the building
area surrendered and as estimated by the value of the building area surrendered (valuated as per PWD norms)
divided by the market value of the land on which the building is constructed.

The public is hereby informed about the details of the land and land owners and interested persons whose lands
are required for the public purpose and Development Right Certificate (DRCs) are to be issued in lieu of monetary
compensation. Any objections and suggestions are to be addressed to the Office of the Joint Commissioner
(Land Acquisition and TDR), BNCC, Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru - 560092 within thirty

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION

Commissioner Office,
BNCC, Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru - 560092.

FORM - Il (See Sub-rule (3) of rule-3)

Date: 18-08-2026

r?cl,'. Name of the Work days from the date of publication of this Notification.
Providi . . List of Land / Building area surrendered and land owners for which DRC is to be issued.
roviding and Supplying of Tipper and Labours for
4 | Immersion of Ganesha Idols in Kempambudhi Lake in Name of the District: Bengaluru Urban Name of the Taluk: Yelahanka Name of the Village: Hebbala
Basavanagudi Division. Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in -
. i . . imensi resen
Lakhs): 16.94, EMDAmoun't (In Rs.): 43,000/ - Sl. Sy.No/ Tyr:e Nature of Dltw:ll].zlr?gld Boundaries of Building Activity on Mar_ket
Supply of Labour and Tipper for the Immersion of | [ |y, |Khatha| o Land Plot&Extent|  the Land / Plot | Details | Land/Buiding | (guide | Name and address
Ganesha Idols in Kathrigupe Sub Division (Ward No. 95, No. |Land in Sg.m (Specify | -lines) of the owner of
2| 96, 98). Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs): 2.53, = S Snup | value of | the Plot/ Land for
EMD Amount (in Rs.): 7,000/- =73 | £ 2| o] offce Factory, | the land which DRC is
- - o|ocBl2c8| ¢ = | S 8| T | Apartment, Per to be issued
Supply of Labour and Tipper for the Immersion of =le|5|e2 s=om| 6| - - _C a S| Individual Sq.m
Ganesha lIdols in Hanumanthanagara Sub Division 8 215 %% ;gg 2 § ‘g 4 £ |35 £| 55| § | Houseetc,
3 | (Ward No. 99, 100, 101, 102). Amount Put to Tender g3l S|c8|288| E |G |wW| 5|2 |8|E|08|<
(Rs.in Lakhs): 3.38, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 9,000/- <|Og 8%5 @) 5 8 ol 8
Supply of Labour and Tipper for the Immersion of <%O S% w o
Ganesha Idols in Srinivasanagara Sub Division (Ward g
4 No. 97, 103, 104). Amount Put to Tender (Rs. in Lakhs): 2 S E_ g = g o ) IS M.S. Mahadevaiah
2.52, EMD Amount (inRs.): 7,000/- =+ 5 08’. %} = 9 = : g Slo. Shivanna
Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents may be downloaded ! % § % § g § g 2_ ' ' ' g
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website: 8 a} 5 el & %)
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 20-08-2026, 15.00 -

Note: Market guideline value of this property is considered subject to conditions of payment of fee as per Government Order No: S 137
RODT O 2024 (), HI203: 09.09.2024 and as per the Circular No: €033 /.07 507 /28/1802/2024-25, Hm203: 21.09.2024.
Objections and suggestions made be submitted at the address specified below:

Name and address of the Divisional /
Sub Divisional / Branch Office

The Joint Commissioner,
Bengaluru North City Corporation,
Zone-1, Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru - 560092.

Sd/-
Commissioner, Bengaluru North City Corporation
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TAX DEPARTMENT PROBES
SUSPICIOUS REMITTANCES

Income Tax Department verifies overseas remittances involving shell entities,
border-state firms and accountants, after finding mismatched turnovers

NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Department
has launched a nationwide
verification exercise into sus-
picious foreign remittances
after data analysis and ground
intelligence flagged large
overseas transfers by entities
with little or no reported busi-
ness activity.

The exercise covers shell
entities, the individuals be-
hind them and professionals
who issued Form 15CB certif-
icates for foreign remittances.
The department said around
394 entities, including 117 lo-
cated in states sharing land
borders, and 36 professionals
have been covered so far.

The investigation began af-
ter a search operation target-
ing fictitious charitable trusts
allegedly involved in provid-

Meta stepsup
measures to curb child
abuse content

New Delhi
US-based technology firm
Meta is intensifying efforts
to curb the spread and re-
appearance of child sexual

abuse material (CSAM)
across its platforms amid
ongoing discussions with
the government, according
to a report. NDTV Profit re-
ported that the engage-
ment between the social
media company and the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) has focused on
Meta’s handling of illegal
content and the broader
responsibility of digital
platforms to prevent
harmful material from re-
surfacing after it has been
identified and removed.

FTAs accelerating
India’s export growth

New Delhi
India’s recent export per-
formance shows the grow-
ing commercial impor-
tance of the country’s new
FTA partners, with a shift
visible in early export gains,
rising preferential certifi-
cate of origin issuance, and
a wider range of exports to
these markets, according
to a factsheet issued by
the government on Tues-
day. This indicates that
more businesses are be-
ginning to engage with op-
portunities created by the
agreements, it said. The
transition is also being
supported by government
initiatives that help export-
ers access preferential
benefits and enter new
markets, it added.

ing accommodation entries
against bogus donations un-
covered a nationwide network
of entities remitting funds
abroad.

Preliminary ground verifi-
cation found that several enti-
ties making the remittances
were either non-filers or re-
ported very small turnovers in
their income tax returns. Offi-
cials found little correlation
between those turnovers and
the substantial amounts sent
overseas.

The department also found
that stated purposes, including
freight payments, software
imports and consulting ser-
vices, did not appear consis-
tent with the scale or circum-
stances of the remittances.
Ground intelligence indicated
that some entities were not
operating from their declared
addresses.

Further data analysis
showed that a relatively small
group of professionals had is-
sued a large number of Form
15CB certificates, while the
funds were received by a
clustered group of entities.

The department stressed
that accountants issuing
Form 15CB/Form 146 must
examine transactions, books
of account and supporting
documents carefully and
properly. It said proper due

KEY FINDINGS IN

TAX PROBE

- Verification covers
approximately 394 entities and
36 professionals.

- 117 entities covered are located
in land-border states.

- Several entities reported little or
no business activity.

- Remittances allegedly did not
match stated business purposes.

« Officials found some entities
were not operating from declared
addresses.

« Scrutiny includes professionals
issuing Form 15CB/Form 146
certificates.

diligence is essential because
such certifications help main-
tain trust and compliance in
the tax system.

QUICK COMMERCE FACES
FOOD SAFETY SCRUTINY

MUMBAI

The All India Consumer Prod-
ucts Distributors Federation
(AICPDF) has called for a
uniform regulatory frame-
work for quick-commerce
dark stores, citing food-safety
and hygiene concerns emerg-
ing from recent inspections in
Maharashtra.

The federation’s demand
follows inspections by the
Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) at 86
establishments involved in
online food storage and deliv-
ery. The regulator suspended
14 food-business licences
linked to Blinkit, Zepto and
Swiggy Instamart after iden-
tifying deficiencies involving
food storage, temperature
control, cleanliness, pest man-
agement, worker hygiene and
food handling.

AICPDF also highlighted
incidents that it said underline
the need for stronger over-
sight. These include a viral
video allegedly showing a
live rat inside an ice-cream
storage crate at a Blinkit out-

Proposed QUick-

Commerce Safety
Framework

- Scientific SKU-to-space
storage standards

- Segregation of food categories

» Dedicated areas for damaged
and expired products

» Cold-chain compliance
and pest control

- Periodic audits and
surprise inspections

let in Kalyan’s Godrej Hill
area. The federation said the
incident raises concerns over
pest control, sanitation, stock

inspection and preventive
food-safety systems.

It also cited reports of ex-
pired food products being
found at a Zepto outlet in
Pune.

AICPDF National President
Dhairyashil H. Patil said con-
sumers should not be required
to inspect dates, packaging
and storage conditions them-
selves. The federation has ap-
proached the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
and the Union Health Minis-
try seeking mandatory, scien-
tifically determined storage
and hygiene standards for
quick-commerce warehouses
and dark stores.

Its proposals include a sci-
entific SKU-to-space frame-
work linking minimum stor-
age area to the number of
products handled. The frame-
work would also require ade-
quate storage, segregation of
food categories, separate ar-
eas for damaged and expired
products, cold-chain compli-
ance, pest control, periodic
audits and surprise inspec-
tions.

Hyundai Motor workers to stage partial strikes again amid wage dispute

SEOUL

The labour union of Hyundai
Motor said on Tuesday it will
stage partial strikes through-
out this week after failing to
reach an agreement with man-
agement over wages.

The automaker's union said
it decided to stage four-hour
strikes on Wednesday and
Thursday and an eight-hour
strike on Friday, reports Yon-
hap news agency.

The union also said it will
launch four-hour partial
strikes and Tuesday as well

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the fifth
edition of SEMICON India
2026 on September 17, as In-
dia seeks to accelerate the de-
velopment of its domestic
semiconductor ecosystem and
strengthen its position in the
global chip industry.

The three-day conference
and exhibition, themed Sili-
con to Systems: Building the
Ecosystem, will be held from
September 17 to 19. It is be-
ing jointly organised by the
India Semiconductor Mission
under the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology and global industry
association SEMI.

The event is expected to
bring together policymakers,
global semiconductor compa-
nies, industry executives, re-
searchers, academics, start-
ups and students to discuss
developments across the
semiconductor and electronics
value chain.

The Centre has also ap-

proved Semicon 2.0 to
strengthen semiconductor
manufacturing and sup-
ply-chain capabilities. The
government is supporting re-
search, innovation and chip
design by providing access to
advanced design tools to more
than 332 academic institu-
tions and 105 start-ups. Twen-
ty-four start-ups have been
approved under the Design
Linked Incentive scheme.
India’s semiconductor am-
bitions have gained momen-
tum through the Semicon In-
dia Programme, with 12 proj-
ects approved under Semicon
1.0 to build domestic capabil-

Modi To Inaugurate S

next week. So far, the union
has staged a combined 44
hours of partial strikes since it
started wage talks with the
management.

The latest walkout comes
after management and the
union failed to narrow their
differences over wages. The
two sides last held their 16th
round of negotiations earlier
in the day.

The 40,000-member union
is demanding a 149,600-won
(US$105.6) increase in
monthly base pay and a per-
formance-based bonus equiv-

alent to 30 percent of the
company's net profit for last
year. The company, however,
has offered an 80,000-won
increase in monthly base pay,
a performance bonus equiva-
lent to 350 percent of monthly
salary plus 10 million won, as
well as 15 shares of company
stock.

Meanwhile, Hyundai Motor
said earlier this month that its
global sales declined from a
year earlier in July, weighed
down by production disrup-
tions caused by partial strikes
and weaker demand.

V

ities. MeitY Secretary S.
Krishnan said three of these
projects have already com-
menced commercial produc-
tion.

Krishnan said the 2026 edi-
tion comes at a significant
stage in India’s semiconduc-
tor journey, while Semicon
2.0’s six major pillars further
strengthen the country’s com-
mitment to a robust and resil-
ient ecosystem.

SEMI President and CEO
Ajit Manocha said India is
well positioned to expand its
global semiconductor role
through its talent pool, policy
support and long-term vision.

emicon India 2026

The announcement of ,,
Semicon 2.0 with six major
pillars further strengthens
India’s commitment to

build a robust and resilient
semiconductor ecosystem.

, , -S. Krishnan, MeitY Secretary

India is well ,,
positioned to expand its

role in the global
semiconductor industry
through its talent pool,

policy support and long-

term vision.

-Ajit Manocha,
, SEMI President and CEO

SEMICON India has
become a key platform
connecting industry leaders,
policymakers, investors and
researchers as India builds a
comprehensive
semiconductor value chain.

-Ashok Chandak,

IESA President

BRICS Adopts Four
Environmental Outcomes

BRICS ministers adopt
four environmental
outcomes, advancing
cooperation on
sustainable lifestyles,
land management,
forest fires and
community-based
climate resilience.

A

NEW DELHI

The 12th BRICS Environ-
ment Ministers’ Meeting con-
cluded on Tuesday with the
adoption of a Joint Ministerial
Statement with four key out-
come documents aimed at
strengthening cooperation on
sustainability, climate resil-
ience and environmental pro-
tection.

The documents advance
knowledge sharing, research
and innovation in sustainable
lifestyles through the network
of BRICS institutions. They
establish principles for inte-
grated landscape management
to combat desertification, pro-
mote sustainable land man-
agement and strengthen eco-
system resilience.

Another outcome sets out a
common understanding on
forest fire preparedness and
response across BRICS coun-
tries. The statement also out-
lines principles for advancing
climate resilience through
people-centric and communi-
ty-based adaptation, with tra-

ditional knowledge central to
the approach.

India’s Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Minister
Bhupender Yadav said the
outcomes reflected collabora-
tion and mutual learning un-
der India’s BRICS Chairship.
He announced the launch of
compendiums from the Envi-
ronment Working Group,
bringing together experiences,
innovative approaches, tradi-
tional knowledge and shared
practices from BRICS mem-
ber countries. Delivering the
keynote address, Yadav said
India’s chairship was guided
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of placing
Global South concerns at the
forefront of the BRICS agen-
da. He described the approach
as Building Resilience and
Innovation for Cooperation
and Sustainability, backed by
a people-centric philosophy
and the principle of Humanity
First.

Yadav said progress during
India’s chairship followed
months of dialogue, negotia-
tion and collaboration. He

¢ "™
\

BRICS can convert cooperation
into collective and co-operative
capability through knowledge
networks, technical exchanges,
training, technology
cooperation and stronger
institutional partnerships.

Bhupender Yadav

called for resilience-building
that does not leave communi-
ties behind, responsible inno-
vation and development cen-
tred on sustainability.

He said BRICS could turn
cooperation into collective
capability through knowledge
networks, technical exchang-
es, training, technology coop-
eration and institutional part-
nerships. The four outcomes
focus on sustainable life-
styles, integrated landscape
management, forest fire pre-
paredness and communi-
ty-based climate adaptation.
India also launched Environ-
ment Working Group com-
pendiums compiling innova-
tive approaches, traditional
knowledge and shared experi-
ences from BRICS member
countries.

Tata Sons AGM deferred for first
time over quorum shortfall

MUMBAI

Tata Sons' Annual General
Meeting (AGM) on Tuesday
called off due to a lack of
quorum for the first time in
the holding company's history
that an AGM has been de-
ferred, according to a report.
A report citing sources said
the development was linked
to a restriction involving the
Sir Ratan Tata Trust (SRTT).
The deferred meeting comes
at a time when Tata Sons is
preparing for a leadership
transition following Chairman
N. Chandrasekaran's decision
not to seek another term. His
move has triggered the pro-
cess of identifying a succes-
sor, with the Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust commencing the search

exercise.

The succession process is
expected to be closely
watched given the influence
of Tata Trusts -- which collec-
tively hold around 66 per cent
of Tata Sons.

As chairman of Tata Trusts,
Noel Tata is emerging as a
key figure in the selection of
the next Tata Sons chairman,
the report said.

However, the eventual ap-
pointment will be made
through a formal committee
mechanism laid out in the Ar-
ticles of Association of Tata
Sons, it added.

The leadership transition
follows discussions at a Tata
Sons board meeting in May
where Chandrasekaran out-
lined the performance, growth

prospects and capital require-
ments of several newer group
businesses, including the elec-
tronics and aviation segments.

During those deliberations,
Noel Tata is understood to
have expressed concerns re-
garding losses at certain busi-
nesses.

Noel Tata's role in the suc-
cession process comes as he
approaches his own transition
across several Tata Group
companies.

The report also highlighted
that he is scheduled to retire
from the boards of six Tata
firms in November after at-
taining the age of 70, in ac-
cordance with retirement
norms for non-executive di-
rectors.

UIDAI completes
over2crore
biometric updates
NEW DELHI

The Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) has
completed more than 2 crore
(20 million) mandatory bio-
metric updates (MBUs) for
schoolchildren nationwide un-
der a special campaign aimed
at ensuring Aadhaar records
remain updated, an official
statement said on Tuesday.

According to the Ministry of
Electronics & IT (MeitY), the
initiative has been supported
by UIDAI's integration with
the Unified District Informa-
tion System for Education Plus
(UDISE+), enabling schools
and authorities to track the
biometric update status of stu-
dents. Launched in September
2025, the drive has so far cov-
ered more than 1.56 lakh
schools across the country, it
added. Moreover, UIDAI has
brought Aadhaar biometric up-
date services directly to stu-
dents through dedicated
school-level camps and coor-
dinated efforts with state and
Union Territory education de-
partments, making the process
more accessible.

Under Aadhaar enrolment
rules, children below the age
of five are enrolled using de-
mographic details and photo-
graphs, while fingerprints and
iris scans are not collected be-
cause biometric features are
still developing.

As a result, biometric up-
dates become mandatory at
later stages to ensure Aadhaar
records remain accurate and
functional for authentication
purposes, the government said.

American Airlines to
restore seatback screens

CHICAGO

American Airlines said on
Tuesday it would add more
premium seats and restore
seatback entertainment
screens on its narrowbody
jets, stepping up its bet on
higher-spending travelers as it
tries to narrow a wide profit
gap with Delta Air Lines and
United Airlines. CEO Robert
Isom has ramped up premium
upgrades to lift American's
earnings as U.S. airlines com-
pete more aggressively for
premium revenue.

American said premium
seating would rise to about
40% of seats on narrowbody
departures in coming years
from roughly 25% today. It
will add more first class seats
and main cabin seats with ex-
tra legroom as aircraft are re-
configured and new jets join
the fleet.

At American, premium
travelers generated nearly half
of ticketed revenue in the sec-
ond quarter while accounting

for roughly 30% of seats.

The airline, however, con-
tinues to trail Delta and Unit-
ed in profitability, adding to
show the strategy can close
the gap. Flight attendants ear-
lier this year called for a lead-
ership change, while the pi-
lots union has questioned
whether the current manage-
ment team can deliver the im-
provement.

American expects roughly
break-even results this year,
while Delta and United have
forecast solid profits. Isom
last week shook up senior
management and acknowl-
edged a meaningful gap be-
tween American's perfor-
mance and where it should be.

The return of seatback
screens also marks a reversal
of American's previous in-
flight entertainment strategy.
The airline began moving
away from the screens nearly
a decade ago, betting that pas-
sengers would instead watch
movies and television on their
own devices.

SEMI India and
| X XK
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WHY RECENT HARYANA RECRUITS FACE
TRANSFER FREEZES?

he primary objective of ments. The situation of
the Haryana govern- employees being allocat-
ment's online transfer ed offline positions de-
policy is to ensure spite the implementation
transparency, equal opportunity, of an online transfer pol-
fairness, and administrative effi- icy and the conduct of
ciency in transfers. The online online transfer cam-
system was implemented to min- paigns in some depart-
imize the potential for arbitrary ments also warrants seri-
administrative discretion, favorit- ous consideration. The
ism, and disparate treatment, and example of Haryana's
to provide eligible employees Animal Husbandry De-
with the opportunity to participate partment is significant in
in the transfer process and submit this context. The depart-
their preferences under clear ment has implemented g
rules. However, the success of an online transfer policy
any policy is determined not sim- for the VLDA cadre
ply by the formulation of rules, since 2020, and two on-
but by their logical, consistent, line transfer campaigns
and fair implementation. In this have already been con-
context, the issue of employees ducted under it. Accord- clear. contradictions between online
appointed between 2022 and ing to departmental in- ; = If online campaigns and offline allocations increase
2026 demands serious consider- formation, approximate- have been conducted the likelihood of judicial disputes.
ation. The most important ques- 1y 50 percent of VLDA cadre = employees who have previously participated in online transfer cam-  twice in a department, yet This impacts administrative time
tion is: when all teachers ap- employees appointed after paigns should be seriously considered. They followed the government's  employees are assigned of- and resources, and employees
pointed during this period are 2020 were allocated offline po-  prescribed procedures, provided options, and participated in the online  fline stations and their ap- face prolonged uncertainty and
required to participate in the sitions. If this figure is corrob-  system. If employees appointed between 2022 and 2026 are not com-  pointment letters stipulate psychological distress.
mandatory online transfer pro- orated by departmental re- pulsorily included in the current campaign, the choices and opportuni- mandatory participation in Where necessary, conditions
cess, why are employees ap- cords, the government should ties of employees who have already participated in the online process  the next online process, then contained in old orders and ap-
pointed during the same period clarify the basis for such wide-  will certainly be affected. In such a situation, it is natural to question excluding them from that pointment letters should also be
in other departments being left spread offline station alloca-  what significance their previous participation will have in the current  process later is also reconsid- honoured. Once the rules are
behind? If teachers can be in- tion despite the already exist- process. Making an employee a part of the online system first and then  erable. The credibility of the clear, the entire process should be
cluded in the policy's mandatory ing online transfer policy and  limiting their options in the next process under the same system raises  online transfer policy can completed in a timely manner, so

conducted under it, why not con-
sider that department's entire pol-
icy history when determining
employee status? These questions
require clear, written, and rea-
) soned answers. The true test of an

- DR. VIJAY GARG online transfer policy is whether
CH NEWS, BENGALURU it is merely online, or whether it
is also truly equitable, transpar-

cy, and administrative ent, timely, and fair. If deficien-
justice. If all teachers cies persist in the interpretation
appointed from 2022 and implementation of the Model
to 2026 are required to  Online Transfer Policy, instead of
participate in the man- achieving the policy's objective,
datory online transfer disputes may escalate and matters
process, the reason for may reach the courts. Varying in-
excluding eligible em- terpretations across departments,
ployees from other de- ambiguity regarding eligible em-
partments during the ployees, inconsistent treatment of
same period must be old and new appointments, and

participation, there must also be campaigns. questions about policy continuity. It should also be clarified that the only be maintained if the that employees can focus on their
a clear, objective, and rational =~ The issue becomes even right to transfer and the opportunity to participate in the transfer process  rules do not vary by depart- work without the fear, uncertain-
basis for a separate arrangement more serious when such em-  are different things. ment, employee, or situation. ty, and constant news of transfer
for other eligible employees ap- ployees' appointment letters or Involving an employee in the online process, soliciting their options,  The government should pri- drives.

pointed during the same period. station allocation documents and considering their claim in accordance with regulations does not  oritize the spirit of the policy The objective of the Model On-
The demand here is not for an stipulate that they must partic-  guarantee transfer to their preferred location. The final decision may be  over technical interpreta- line Transfer Policy should not
employee to be transferred to a ipate in the next online transfer  based on established criteria such as vacancies, eligibility, cadre status,  tions, equal opportunity over only be to accept online applica-
location of their choice, but for campaign. If the government priority, and administrative exigencies. Therefore, including eligible  departmental differences, and tions, but also to create a fair sys-
an equal opportunity to partici- itself stipulated that employees employees in the process does not weaken administrative control but  current eligibility over past in- tem that provides equal opportu-

pate in the process if eligible, to must participate in the next on-  rather strengthens transparency. This is where the Model Online Trans-  volvement. nity to eligible employees, con-
exercise their options, and to be line transfer process when as-  fer Policy of 2026 comes into play. If this policy is intended to provide Transfer is not a right to siders their preferences in accor-
considered according to the signing them offline stations, a model and uniform principles for online transfers, then its core prin-  grant an employee a desired dance with the rules, protects
rules. then excluding the same em-  ciples transparency, eligibility, equal opportunity, a process for granting  posting, but providing eligible administrative needs, and com-

In this context, provisions ployee from the online cam- options, and a systematic decision should apply to all employees in  employees the opportunity to pletes the entire process in a
such as the cut-off date of May paign based on a new interpre-  similar circumstances. If this is a policy specific to teachers, its limita-  participate in a fair process is timely manner. Only then will
23, 2025, the "notional catego- tation or order later raises seri-  tions should be clear. But if it is being presented as a comprehensive  a fundamental principle of ad- employees be able to receive new
ry," and the "first online transfer ous questions of administrative =~ model, the rationale for excluding employees in similar circumstances  ministrative justice. Ultimate- stations according to their eligi-
drive for each cadre" used in the justice and legitimate expecta-  in other departments should also be explained. ly, the question is simple: bility and prescribed standards,
2026 Model Online Transfer tion. If an employee accepted The government should make public the cadre-wise facts surrounding ~ when teachers appointed be- and they will be relieved of the
Policy become important. To such a condition and assumed  this entire matter. The number of online transfer drives conducted in  tween 2022 and 2026 are be- mental stress caused by fre-
understand these provisions, itis charge at an offline station, it  each cadre since 2017, the years in which employees were given the  ing compulsorily included in quently changing interpretations
necessary to examine the actual was a natural expectation that  opportunity to participate, the status of employees appointed between  the online transfer process, and incomplete transfer process-
administrative history of the re- he or she would be required to 2022 and 2026, which employees were assigned offline stations, and ~ why not provide the same op- es

spective cadre. If a cadre is con- participate in the next online  whose appointment letters stipulated participation in the next online  portunity to other eligible em- After all, a good policy pro-
ducting its first online transfer transfer process. If the same process all these facts should be clearly disclosed. ployees appointed during the vides solutions rather than cre-
drive in 2026, its situation may employee is subsequently ex- This will allow the dispute to be resolved on a factual basis rather  same period? When an em- ating conflict, builds trust rather

be different from that of a cadre cluded from that process, it than through emotional accusations. The cut-off date of May 23, 2025, ployee's appointment letter than increasing uncertainty, and
that has been conducting online becomes not merely a matter  also needs to be clarified. The government should specify what con-  stipulates that participation in allows employees to work with
transfer drives since 2017. of transfer, but a question of  stitutes the “first online transfer drive for each cadre” and the status  the next online process is peace of mind rather than being
Therefore, it is necessary to ex- policy consistency and admin-  of cadres that have consistently conducted online transfer drives since  mandatory, why should they constantly burdened by the
amine the actual policy history istrative credibility. Clarity is  2017. Similarly, the impact of the notional category on existing par- later be excluded from that transfer process. This is the true
of all cadres before applying the essential between the condition  ticipants and new employees appointed between 2022 and 2026 should  process? And when an online test of an online transfer policy
same cut-off to all cadres. The initially set by the government also be clarified. transfer policy is already in is it merely online, or is it also
question of equality isn't limited and its subsequent interpreta- Ultimately, this isn't just a cut-off date or a technical category dis- place in a department and truly equitable, transparent,
to teachers and other depart- tion. In particular, the status of  pute. The real question is one of equal opportunity, policy consisten-  campaigns have already been timely, and fair?

THE END OF THE HUSTLE DAYS THE MISSING SAFETY NET
WELCOME TO THE AGE OF “SOFT LIVING” ON THREE WHEELS

ndian traffic enforcement creates a
striking paradox: a driver crawling
in a modern car faces immediate
fines for not wearing a seat belt,
while passengers in an open auto-rickshaw
beside them travel at identical speeds with

or years, we were told to hustle. Stay busy.
Work harder. Keep moving. Rest could wait.
Even popular culture celebrated the grind.

We had songs reminding us that “everyday - PRADIVYA NAMBIAR zero restraint, no doors, and no airbags.
I’m hustling,” turning the pursuit of more into some- CH NEWS, BENGALURU This regulatory gap is often justified by
thing aspirational a symbol of ambition, determination low urban speeds, but physics does not re-

and success. But after years of glorifying the busy life,
something is beginnfirtl}% t(l)< pharllgtq. Softt lgin% is emerg- THE GRIND b or asudde e can casily
ing as a new way of thinking. It is not about giving up a lightweig ree-wheeler to roll over,
ambition or choosing an idle life. It is about question- LHECRIND ; launching unrestrained occupants onto the asphalt. Three-wheelers are inherently less
ing whﬁ/ eve;ything(;1 has to feelhlikg a racehWhy must  [EAT “EVERYDAY REST HAS ?tablefduring sharp maneuvers, yet their passengers rely entirely on holding a side rail
every hour be productive? Why does exhaustion so \ [ or safety.

often feel like proof that we are doing enough? Soft Resolving this absurd contrast requires pragmatic engineering rather than quick fixes.
living places value on a different kind of life one with Simply drilling seat belts into flimsy existing frames would be dangerous, as belts require
room for rest, quiet, simple pleasures, meaningful re- structural anchor points to prevent worse injuries during a rollover. Instead, the ongoing
lationships and time that does not have to produce any- transition toward electric three-wheelers offers a perfect opportunity to overhaul safety
thing. The idea has roots in slow living, mindfulness standards from the ground up. Next-generation urban transport must feature: Reinforced
and intentional living, but it has found a new audience occupant cabins and built-in rollover protection, Side-impact barriers and anchored seat-
in a world increasingly tired of hustle culture. Particu- ing, Strict enforcement of passenger capacity limits to prevent handling degradation.
larly among younger adults, there is a growing desire Traffic police enforcing car seat-belt laws are doing their job, but systemic safety de-

spect vehicle categories. Impact at just 30
km/h or a sudden swerve can easily cause

to build lives that feel sustainable rather than simply  yourself an afternoon where nothing gets crossed off a list. And mands broader action. The goal is not to make auto-rickshaws as heavy or expensive as
successful from the outside. The question is changing.  perhaps that is where the idea becomes more than a trend. Soft cars their primary value lies in affordability and agility. Rather, policy architects, engi-
It is no longer only, “What am I achieving?” It is also,  living is not asking us to stop caring about our careers, our goals neers, and manufacturers must modernize three-wheeler design so passenger protection
“How do I want my life to feel?” That question can  or our futures. It is asking us to consider whether achieving is no longer dictated by how many wheels a vehicle has. Elevating these standards is
lead to surprisingly simple answers. A slower morning.  those things should come at the expense of ourselves. You can simply the logical next step to protect millions of daily commuters.

Leaving work on time. Cooking dinner at home. Taking  be ambitious without making exhaustion your identity. You can - JOHN DANIEL
a walk without turning it into a fitness goal. Reading  work hard without being constantly available. You can have CH NEWS, BENGALURU

before bed. Spending a Sunday with nowhere to be.  goals without turning every part of your life into a productivity
These are ordinary things. But perhaps that is exactly = project. Not everyone has the freedom to slow down. Work,
why they matter. For years, ordinary moments were  money, family and responsibility shape how much choice we

easily overlooked in the pursuit of bigger goals. Soft  have over our time. For some, slowing down is not a lifestyle LETTER TO EDITOR

living brings them back into focus. It reminds us thata  decision but something they are simply trying to find space for.

life does not have to be constantly exciting, productive ~ That is why soft living is perhaps best understood not as a per- On Global Trade Volatility On Al and the Future of Work
or impressive to be meaningful. Of course, social me-  fect lifestyle, but as a shift in perspective. It is about recognising The rapid restructuring of international trade agree- | The rapid integration of autonomous
dia has given soft living its own aesthetic. Beautiful that rest has value. That quiet can be fulfilling. That an ordinary ments highlights a deeply unpredictable economic | Al systems into corporate workflows
homes, linen, candles, skincare, flowers and slow  day can still be a good day. And that success does not have to environment. Exporters cannot construct long-term | demands critical attention. As digital
mornings have become visual shorthand for the life-  look like being permanently busy. After years of being told to strategies when duty structures fluctuate based on ju- | tools take over entry-level tasks, the
style. But softness is not something that needs to be  hustle, perhaps we are finally questioning whether constant mo- dicial rulings and shifting political levers. Treating | transition from higher education to
purchased or perfectly curated. Real soft living can be  tion is the same as moving forward. Maybe the next chapter of trade policy as a continuous negotiation undermines | professional careers is breaking
much simpler. It can mean saying no without guilt.  success is not about how much we can fit into a day, but how supply chain stability. For sustained growth, govern- | down. Simply adding certificates to
Turning the phone off. Going to bed early. Taking a  much of that day we actually get to experience. The hustle ments must prioritize regulatory clarity and long-term | traditional degrees will not fix this
break without feeling that you have failed. Spending  taught us how to keep going. Soft living is teaching us when to economic certainty over brief diplomatic victories. structural deficit.

time with people who make you feel at ease. Allowing  slow down. -Sunil Grover
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Carburnt
after noodles
dispute

VARANASI
A parked car was alleg-
edly set on fire after a
dispute between a café
owner and a customer
over a plate of noodles
in Varanasi. Police said
the customer, reported-
ly intoxicated, visited the
café late on August 15
and allegedly argued
with the owner after be-
ing refused service,The
dispute was settled with
the help of bystanders.
However, police said the
accused allegedly re-
turned around 3 am and
set the owner’s parked
car on fire, CCTV foot-
age showed two men
approaching the vehicle.
One, wearing a mask,
allegedly started the fire
before escaping on a
motorcycle with the
other man.

Police have registered
an FIR and booked four
identified and several
unidentified people. No
arrests have been made
so far, and the investiga-
tion is underway.

Couple found
murdered at home
in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR
A couple in their 50s were al-
legedly hacked to death at
their home in Surguja district,
Chhattisgarh, with police sus-
pecting their elder son’s in-
volvement. The victims were
identified as Hiradhar Yadav,
55, and his wife Gulabi Yadav,
52.Their younger son, Mohan,
discovered the bodies on
Monday after finding the
house locked from outside.
He broke open the door after
failing to find his parents and
brother. Police said the bod-
ies were found inside blood-
soaked sacks, with deep head
wounds apparently caused
by a sharp weapon.Police
said the elder son, Jadu Ya-
dav, who lived with the cou-
ple, was missing and is cur-
rently the prime suspect. An
investigation is underway to
determine the motive and
trace him.

Woman dies after
Kolkata building
collapses

KOLKATA
A 61-year-old woman died
after part of a more than
200-year-old building col-
lapsed in Jorabagan, north
Kolkata, early Tuesday, police
said. The victim, identified as
Urmila Sau, was reportedly
outside her home when de-
bris fell on her.The collapse
occurred around 5.30am fol-
lowing heavy rains. Locals
rushed to the spot after
hearing a loud sound and
helped rescue the woman
from beneath the debris. She
was later declared dead. At
least 18 people were rescued
from the building, and police
said none suffered injuries.
The Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration had earlier declared
the structure dangerous and
dilapidated.Teams from the
fire services, state disaster
management department
and NDRF reached the site
and carried out rescue oper-
ations.

Maharashtra school principal
removed after CJP protest

A Maharashtra school principal was removed after protests over alleged misconduct, while villagers
demanded more teachers and basic facilities under the CJP's “School Theek Karo” campaign.

HINGOLI

The principal of a Zilla
Parishad school in Maharash-
tra’s Hingoli district has been
removed from his post fol-
lowing protests by the Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP) and
local villagers, CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke claimed. The
protest was part of the
group’s “School Theek Karo”
campaign.

Dipke said the principal
had allegedly been reporting
to school while intoxicated.
He described the action as a
major victory and dedicated
it to Abdul and his father,

who had raised concerns
about government schools.

The CJP has also demand-
ed the recruitment of two ad-
ditional teachers and the pro-

vision of benches for stu-
dents. Dipke said villagers
would continue protesting
until their demands were ad-
dressed.

The “School Theek Karo”
campaign began on August
15 with an inspection of a
government school in Dip-
ke’s native village,

Santuk Pimpri. The team
reported problems including
poor water supply, a lack of

drinking water and benches,
dirty washrooms and broken
windows.

Following the inspection,
the local gram panchayat re-
portedly ordered repairs at
the school, including replace-
ment of damaged windows
and non-functioning CCTV
cameras.

The campaign follows
CJP’s earlier 37-day protest
at Jantar Mantar.

AT A GLANCE

m Principal removed after protest

= Two teachers demanded

m Benches demanded for students

m Basic facilities found lacking

m School repairs ordered

CJP has launched a
nationwide “School Th-
eek Karo” campaign to
address poor infrastruc-
ture, teacher shortages
and basic facility gaps in
government schools

The group has now an-
nounced a nationwide “lis-
tening tour” focused initially
on education and local public
concerns.

BJP assigns poll
roles for three states

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has appointed Tarun Chugh,
Vinod Tawde and Satish Poo-
nia to oversee election prepa-
rations in Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab respec-
tively. All three states are
scheduled to vote next year
and are considered important
contests for the party.

Chugh, Tawde and Poonia,
who are Rajya Sabha MPs,
will coordinate the BJP’s or-
ganisational and election-re-
lated work in the three states.
The party aims to retain pow-
er in Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh while attempting to
defeat the Aam Aadmi Party
in Punjab.

The appointments came a
day after BJP president Nitin
Nabin announced changes to
the party’s senior leadership
team. The reshuffle included
the return of former Union
minister Smriti Irani as a na-

Poll Strategy Unveiled

Chugh — Gujarat poll in-charge

Tawde — Uttar Pradesh poll in-charge

Poonia — Punjab poll in-charge

Next polls — Three states vote next year

BJP target — Retain Gujarat and
Uttar Pradesh, challenge AAP in Punjab

tional general secretary and
the appointment of Piyush
Goyal as party treasurer.
Senior leader Ram Madhav
was also brought back as a
national vice-president. For-
mer Rajasthan chief minister
Vasundhara Raje Scindia and
former Uttarakhand chief
minister Tirath Singh Rawat
were among other leaders ap-
pointed to key national posi-
tions. BL Santhosh retained
his post as national general
secretary (organisation).

Teen killed over suspected organ plot

BHOPAL

A 17-year-old boy was al-
legedly lured to his death with
a promise of Rs 100 in Bho-
pal, as police uncovered a sus-
pected plan to earn Rs 2 crore
through the sale of a body or-
gan. Five people, including
three juveniles, have been ar-
rested in connection with the
murder.

The teenager went missing
from the Igbal Maidan area on
August 6. His body was found
near Dhobighat at Chhota Tal-
ab four days later. Police said
the accused allegedly took him
there after telling him they
needed his help to settle a dis-
pute with some boys. Investi-
gators suspect he was killed
after reaching the location.

Police said the alleged mas-

termind posed as a doctor and
befriended the juveniles about
a month before the crime. He
reportedly showed them a vid-
eo and explained a plan to tar-
get a teenager, promising that
they could earn around Rs 2
crore. During the alleged exe-
cution, he remained in contact
with the juveniles by phone.
After the killing, police sus-
pect the group removed an or-
gan from the victim’s body in
an attempt to sell it. However,
they allegedly failed to find a
buyer and later discarded the
body part in a lake. Police
have not recovered it yet and
are continuing searches.
Investigators are examining
mobile phones, call records
and other evidence to establish
the sequence of events and
identify anyone else involved.

Kerala teen girl allegedly plots
grandfather’s murder

ALAPPUZHA

A 65-year-old man was
found dead at his rented
house in Karuvatta, Kerala,
with his hands and legs tied
behind him. Police suspect his
13-year-old granddaughter
allegedly planned the murder
and hired three teenage
friends to kill him. The vic-
tim, Sivankutty, was a native
of Kollam district and had
been staying alone for several
days.Police initially treated
the case as a robbery after
finding the bedroom cupboard
broken open and noticing
missing cash and six sover-
eigns of gold. The investiga-
tion later shifted towards the

family after police examined
phone records. Officers sus-
pect the teenagers recorded
the killing and later showed
the footage to the girl, who
was living away from her
grandfather. According to po-
lice, the girl allegedly wanted
money to buy an iPhone for
herself and a motorcycle for
her boyfriend. Investigators
also suspect she was angry
with Sivankutty because he
frequently scolded her for us-
ing her phone and returning
home late. Police believe she
became acquainted with the
other teenagers while study-
ing in Kollam and allegedly
planned the attack after learn-
ing that her grandfather was

alone.Sivankutty’s hands and
legs were reportedly tied with
bedsheets and other house-
hold items. Police suspect he
was strangled, while chilli
powder was found scattered
around the scene. His wife
was in hospital with their
daughter, who had been ad-
mitted for a planned delivery.
His other daughter is living
abroad.Police have taken the
girl into custody and are veri-
fying her statements and other
evidence. Investigators are
also examining whether the
stolen valuables were intend-
ed to finance the planned pur-
chases. The victim’s body was
taken for postmortem, while
the investigation continues.

Rajasthan CM
urges youth to
fight crime

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Bhajanlal Sharma on
Tuesday urged women and
young people to work
with police to fight drug
abuse, cybercrime and
other social problems.

Addressing young Com-
munity Liaison Group
(CLG) members and
Suraksha Sakhis at Birla
Auditorium, Sharma said
public participation was
essential for maintaining
law and order and build-
ing a safer Rajasthan. He
also unveiled the Wom-
en’s Safety Pledge Cam-
paign booklet.

New rural jobs scheme replaces

NEW DELHI

The Viksit Bharat—-Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin), or VB-G
RAM G, came into force on
July 1, replacing MGNRE-
GA, which provided rural
households with guaranteed
employment for two decades.
The new scheme increases the
guaranteed employment from
100 to 125 days per house-
hold.

The government has ap-
proved a labour budget of
95.03 crore person-days for
the current period. So far,

62.20 crore person-days have
been generated, accounting
for 65.51% of the target.
Scheduled Caste workers re-
ceived 16.84% of the generat-
ed employment. Government
data also showed that over
99.5% of workers who de-
manded jobs had been offered
employment.

The new programme aims
to connect wage employment
with long-term rural develop-
ment. Permitted works in-
clude water projects, essential
rural infrastructure, liveli-
hood-related projects and
measures to address extreme

weather events. The govern-
ment says the scheme will
provide more work while cre-
ating durable assets and
strengthening village econo-
mies.

However, the funding struc-
ture has changed significantly.
Under MGNREGA, the Cen-
tre covered the full cost of
unskilled wages and 75% of
material and skilled-worker
costs. Under VB-G RAM G,
most states will share expens-
es with the Centre in a 60:40
ratio, increasing their finan-
cial responsibility.

The Centre has allocated Rs

MGNREGA

95,692.31 crore for the
scheme in 2026-27, covering
nine months from July to
March. With state contribu-
tions, the total outlay is ex-
pected to exceed Rs 1.51 lakh
crore. Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar, which
have traditionally recorded
high rural employment de-
mand, could see major chang-
es under the new funding sys-
tem.

The transition is therefore
expected to influence how ru-
ral employment is distributed
across states.

Assam expands Co-District network to 47

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday announced the cre-
ation of eight additional
co-districts, taking the total
number of operational
co-districts in the state to 47.
The expansion aims to bring
government services closer
to people and make adminis-
tration more accessible.

Sarma said the initiative
would strengthen decen-
tralised governance and re-
duce the need for residents,

particularly those in remote
areas, to travel long distanc-
es to district headquarters
for routine government ser-
vices. The state currently
has 39 operational co-dis-
tricts.

The co-district model
brings selected administra-
tive functions and govern-
ment services closer to local
communities through offices
located nearer to residents.
The move is expected to im-
prove access to public ser-
vices and speed up the im-
plementation of welfare and

UTTARAKHAND TUNNEL RESCUE

development programmes.

The expansion is particu-
larly significant for Assam’s
rural and remote areas,
where difficult terrain, long
distances and connectivity
challenges can make access
to government offices diffi-
cult. The government also
expects the model to im-
prove coordination among
departments at the local lev-
el.The locations and admin-
istrative jurisdictions of the
eight new co-districts are
expected to be notified by
the state government.

Bengal Minister
Seeks Tea Land Probe

KOLKATA

West Bengal Tourism Min-
ister Shankar Ghosh on Tues-
day alleged that tea garden
lands in north Bengal were
illegally sold during the Trin-
amool Congress government
and that the money was al-
legedly used for party election
campaigns.Ghosh, a BJP
MLA from Siliguri, demand-
ed an investigation into land
transfers during the Mamata
Banerjee era, calling it “insti-
tutional corruption”.

Two missing tunnel workers found dead

DEHRADUN

The bodies of two workers
missing after an under-con-
struction tunnel in Uttara-
khand’s Chamoli district was
inundated were recovered on
Tuesday, taking the death toll
to 10. Chamoli district magis-
trate Gaurav Kumar said the
search operation was complet-
ed after the recovery of the
two workers.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Lucas Topno from
Jharkhand and Chetan Poyam
from Chhattisgarh. Eight other
workers had been found dead
earlier. The incident occurred
on August 13 when a suspect-

ed aquifer burst sent water,
mud and debris into the THDC
tunnel, trapping 22 workers.
Twelve workers were rescued.

Kumar said the rescue oper-
ation was difficult because
large sections of the tunnel

<

were filled with water, debris
and slush. Heavy machinery
was also trapped inside, re-
stricting the movement of res-
cue teams. Suction pumps and
other equipment were used to
drain water and help teams

At A Glance
Death toll: 10 workers

Workers rescued: 12

Workers trapped: 22

Tunnel length: 3 km

Cause: Suspected aquifer burst

reach deeper sections.
Personnel from the district
administration, police, SDREF,
NDRF, ITBP, Army, CISF,
DDRF and THDC worked to-
gether during the operation.
Rescued workers were provid-
ed medical assistance, while

those needing further treat-
ment were shifted to hospitals.

Preliminary assessments in-
dicate that the tunnel was
flooded after a rain-saturated
aquifer broke through its roof.
The three-kilometre tunnel
was affected about 1.44 km
from its entrance. Officials
said rainwater had entered a
water-bearing layer above the
tunnel before breaking through
weak rock. Rescued workers
recalled hearing a powerful
gust of air followed by a sud-
den surge of water, mud and
boulders. The recovery of the
final two missing workers
brought the search operation to
an end.

Bihar opposition targets
Government over firing

PATNA

RJD supremo Lalu Prasad
has called for a Mahagath-
bandhan march to the Lok
Bhavan on August 19, pro-
testing the Bihar govern-
ment's response to student
demonstrations and the al-
leged use of an AK-47 during
a protest in Siwan.

Lalu said alliance leaders
would participate in the
march and submit a memo-
randum to the Governor. He
accused the state government
of having a “dictatorial atti-
tude” and criticised its han-
dling of students’ concerns
over paper leaks, unemploy-
ment and recruitment.

The controversy began on
July 25 when a video alleged-
ly showing a police constable
firing an AK-47 during a stu-

“Instead of listening to their

democratic demands, the government
responds by firing bullets from
AK-47s.”

Lalu Prasad, RJD leader

dent protest in Siwan went
viral. The constable was later
suspended. Police said no one
was injured and an inquiry
was launched.

RJD national working pres-
ident Tejashwi Yadav de-
manded action against senior
police officials, saying the
suspension of a constable was
insufficient. He alleged that
the official who ordered the
weapon's use should also face
action.

The July 25 protests were
linked to demands over the
NEET paper leak and police
action against students.

DMK LEADER SEEKS LOK
SABHA SEATS FOR WOMEN’S

CHENNAI

Senior DMK leader TKS
Elangovan has urged the
Centre to implement the
33% reservation for women
in the existing strength of
the Lok Sabha, calling the
delay an “insult” to women.
He criticised the government
for linking implementation
of the quota with an increase
in parliamentary seats.

Elangovan accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
“cheating” people on the is-
sue, claiming that a similar
women’s reservation Bill
had earlier been introduced

by a Congress-led govern-
ment and opposed by the
BJP.

He also criticised Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay over the perfor-
mance of his government
during its first 100 days, al-
leging that it had mainly re-
named existing schemes and
targeted the DMK.

On the Vande Mataram
controversy, Elangovan
backed Sonia Gandhi’s ob-
jection to singing the full
version, citing the Constitu-
ent Assembly’s decision on
which portions should be
sung.
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Gujarat CID arrests
manin cyber
fraud case

Gujarat
The Gujarat CID arrest-
ed 25-year-old Rafiqul
Alam in Assam for al-
legedly participating in
1,090 cybercrime cases
involving Rs 1,071.5 crore
across India. Police said
Alam had links with Chi-
na-based criminals and
transferred fraud pro-
ceeds through numer-
ous bank accounts be-
fore converting the
money into cryptocur-
rency and sending it
abroad. Investigators re-
covered details of 23
crypto wallets contain-
ing transactions worth
Rs 16 crore. Alam alleg-
edly exchanged finan-
cial information and
crime methods with
Chinese associates
through WhatsApp and
Telegram, officials said.

Four rebels
arrestedin
Gumla

Gumla
Four Maoists, including
arebel carrying a 5 lakh
bounty, were arrested in
Jharkhand’s Gumla dis-
trict on Tuesday. Acting
on a tip-off, police raid-
ed the Aurapat forest
area under Dumri police
station limits.

A senior police officer
said the team arrested
the four rebels during
the operation. The ar-
rests are part of ongoing
efforts to curb Maoist
activities in the district.
Police are questioning
the arrested men to
gather information
about their activities
and possible links with
other Maoist groups op-
erating in the region.

8 kheri labourers
killed in Bhind
crash

Bhind
Eight labourers from Uttar
Pradesh’s Lakhimpur Kheri
district were killed and 23
injured after their pickup
van collided head-on with
a truck in Madhya
Pradesh’s Bhind district on
Tuesday. The workers were
returning home after com-
pleting a 15-day paddy
plantation contract. The
accident occurred near
Chhimka village when the
pickup driver allegedly
tried to avoid cattle on the
highway. Five labourers
died at the spot, while
three succumbed during
treatment. Officials visited
the grieving families.

Police seize 450 Kg gutka near Chengam

Police seized 450 kg of gutka from a car in Tiruvannamalai during a surprise
highway check, targeting illegal transport of prohibited tobacco products.

TIRUVANNAMALAI

Police seized around 450
kg of gutka from a car at a
check post in Kariyamanga-
lam village near Chengam
town in Tiruvannamalai dis-
trict on Tuesday. The seizure
was made during a special
checking operation carried
out on the Cuddalore—Chit-
toor Highway.

The operation was conduct-
ed by a special police team
following orders from Super-
intendent of Police R. Uthay-
akumar. Officers carried out a

surprise inspection at the
check post as part of efforts to
prevent the illegal movement
of prohibited tobacco prod-
ucts through the area.
According to the police, the
large consignment was found
inside a car during the inspec-

tion. The officers seized the
gutka and took the vehicle
into their custody for further
investigation. The recovery
has raised concerns over the
movement and distribution of
banned tobacco products in
the region.Police have
launched an investigation to
identify the people behind the
consignment. Special teams
have been formed to trace and
arrest the driver of the car and
its owner. Officials are also
examining the circumstances
under which the gutka was
being transported and where

the consignment was alleged-
ly headed.The seizure is part
of continuing efforts by the
police to check the illegal
transportation and sale of gut-
ka and other prohibited tobac-
co products. Authorities are
expected to gather more infor-
mation during the investiga-
tion and take further action
against those found responsi-
ble. Police said such checks
would continue regularly
across the district to prevent
similar illegal tobacco con-
signments from reaching local
consumers.

Press club defends independent journalism

NEW DELHI

The Press Club of India on
Tuesday expressed shock
and concern over police ac-
tion against independent
journalist Ravi Nair, after
Gujarat Police searched his
premises and seized elec-
tronic devices. The journal-
ists’ body urged authorities
to respect the principles of
an independent India and
protect the freedom of the
press.

The search was conducted
on Monday after Gujarat Po-
lice obtained a warrant from
a magistrate court. Officials
took possession of devices
belonging to Nair during the
operation. The action has
raised concerns among jour-
nalists and press organisa-
tions about the treatment of
independent reporters while
carrying out their profes-
sional duties.The Press Club

HIGHLIGHTS

m Organisation: Press
Club of India

m Action: Gujarat Police
searched Nair’s premises.

m Seized: Electronic de-
vices belonging to Nair.

m Key concern: Press
freedom and indepen-
dent journalism.

said the incident reflected a
worrying situation for press
freedom. It criticised what it
described as a “clampdown
on information” and said
journalists were increasingly
paying a heavy price for do-
ing their work. The organi-
sation urged the authorities
to ensure that investigations
do not weaken the rights and
independence of the media.

The development drew at-
tention because independent

The Press Club urged
authorities not to under-
mine the principles of
independent India.

journalists often work out-
side large media organisa-
tions and may depend on
personal devices for report-
ing, communication and
storing documents. Seizure
of such equipment can affect
their ability to continue re-
porting and protect confi-
dential sources. The Press
Club’s statement stressed the
wider implications for jour-
nalism and public access to
information online. It also
called on authorities not to
“undermine the very princi-
ples independent India was
built on”. The statement re-
newed focus on balancing
legal investigations with
protections for independent
journalism.

55 kg Meth Worth
T300 Crore Seized
Near Mumbai Port

MUMBAI

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has seized
55 kg of methamphetamine
worth around Z300 crore from
a maize consignment near
Mumbai’s Nhava Sheva port.
Officials said the drugs were
concealed in the shipment and
were allegedly linked to a Pa-
kistan-based narco-trafficking
syndicate led by Mohammad
Hussain Dad. Acting on intel-
ligence inputs, DRI officers
searched the container at a
Container Freight Station and
detected a bag containing
maize mixed with a suspected
narcotic substance.

A mobile forensic laborato-
ry confirmed it as metham-
phetamine. Two people have
been detained in connection
with the seizure.

Kerala HM denies
asking meta to
remove posts

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Home Minister Ra-
mesh Chennithala on Tuesday
said neither the state govern-
ment nor the police had asked
Meta to remove any news re-
ports or social media posts
from its platforms. His state-
ment came amid allegations
that content critical of the
state government had been
removed.

Chennithala said Meta had
removed the content on its
own and should explain why
it did so. He added that the
government could support
media organisations or others
seeking restoration of re-
moved posts if necessary.

Chief Minister V D Sathee-
san had earlier said his office
made only one request to
Meta, seeking restoration of
the official Instagram account
of the Chief Minister’s Office.
He said the account had not
been restored even after two
months. Satheesan also
claimed that some posts sup-
porting him had been re-
moved.

Chennithala also comment-

Gl

“Meta had removed the content on its
own and should explain why it did so.”
Ramesh Chennithala, HM
ed on reports that Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
had summoned State Police
Chief Ravada A Chan-
drasekhar over a student pro-
test at Kalady University. He
said there was nothing wrong
with the Governor meeting
the police chief.

The minister stressed that
the police function according
to the laws of the country and
directions of the elected gov-
ernment, rather than the Gov-
ernor’s instructions. His re-
marks came after opposition
leader Pinarayi Vijayan criti-
cised the reported meeting as
interference in the state’s ad-
ministration. Vijayan had ac-
cused the Governor of over-
stepping constitutional bound-
aries and questioned the gov-
ernment’s response. The issue
has added to the ongoing po-
litical debate over social me-
dia moderation and relations
between the state government
and the Raj Bhavan.

EX Minister Arrested in Jal Board Case

DELHI

Former Delhi minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Satyendar Jain was arrested on Tuesday by the Delhi Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) in connection with an alleged corruption
case involving Delhi Jal Board (DJB) tenders. The case relates
to alleged irregularities, manipulation of tender conditions and
criminal conspiracy in the tendering process for the augmenta-
tion and upgradation of sewage treatment plants.

Bombay cancels Goa
nightclub owners’ bail

PANAJI

The Bombay High Court
on Tuesday cancelled the
bail granted to the owners
and a business partner of the
Birch by Romeo Lane night-
club in Goa, where a devas-
tating fire killed 25 people
last December.

A single bench of Justice
Dr. Neela Gokhale passed
the order while hearing ap-
plications challenging the
bail granted earlier by a trial
court. The case relates to the
nightclub fire, which result-
ed in multiple deaths and
triggered a detailed investi-
gation into the circumstanc-
es surrounding the incident.

The court allowed all five
applications filed against the
bail orders. According to ad-
vocate Somnath Karpe, who
appeared for the prosecu-
tion, three applications con-
cerned the accused facing

charges of culpable homi-
cide in connection with the
fire. The remaining two ap-
plications related to an al-
leged forgery case involving
permissions obtained for the
nightclub.

The prosecution argued
against the earlier bail grant-
ed to the accused and sought
further legal action in the
case. The High Court’s deci-
sion means the bail orders
issued by the lower court
have now been cancelled.
The ruling came as the in-
vestigation and legal pro-
ceedings into the nightclub
tragedy continue.The fire at
the Goa nightclub had
caused widespread concern
after 25 people lost their
lives. Authorities have been
examining the alleged lapses
connected with the estab-
lishment, including issues
surrounding permissions and
safety arrangements.

Hyderabad
police seize 36
tonnes fake ghee

HYDERABAD

Hyderabad City Police have
uncovered a large network al-
legedly involved in producing
and selling adulterated ghee as
“100% Pure Ghee”. During a
coordinated enforcement drive
on Tuesday, police inspected
130 establishments across the
city and seized around 36
tonnes of adulterated ghee and
raw materials, officials said.

The seized materials includ-
ed 25.5 tonnes of adulterated
ghee, 1,200 litres of palm oil
and 600 litres of vanaspathi.
Police said the substances
were allegedly being used to
prepare synthetic ghee and sell
it to consumers as genuine
dairy products.

Hyderabad Police Commis-
sioner V.C. Sajjanar said some
manufacturers allegedly mixed
cheaper ingredients with
starch, palm oil, vanaspathi
and artificial flavours.

Tamil Nadu expands maternity leave benetfit

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has announced 365
days of maternity leave for
women working in state
government departments
who have a third child. The
decision brings the leave
benefit for the third child in
line with the provision avail-
able for the first two chil-
dren.

Minister D Sarathkumar
made the announcement in
the state Assembly during
the discussion on demands
for grants for his depart-
ment. He said the move was
aimed at strengthening so-
cial welfare and supporting
women employees. “The
maternity leave currently
provided for the third child
will be enhanced from 12
weeks to 365 days,” he said.

Under the existing rules,
women government employ-
ees with fewer than two sur-
viving children are eligible
for 365 days of maternity
leave with full pay. Those
with two or more surviving
children are currently enti-
tled to 12 weeks, or 84 days,
of leave.

Tamil Nadu has gradually
increased maternity benefits
over the years. The state ini-

“CHANGE IS POSSIBLE”

tially provided 90 days of
leave, which was increased
to six months in 2011 and
nine months in 2016. In July
2021, it was extended to 365
days for eligible employees.

The latest decision will
extend the one-year benefit
to the third child. A senior
government official said a
detailed government order
would be issued soon to im-
plement the announcement.

TN OPPOSITION SEEKS CBI PROBE

CHENNAI

The killing of three Tam-
il-origin men in Karnataka
triggered a heated discussion
in the Assembly on Tuesday,
with Opposition parties de-
manding a probe into the
deaths.

AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami
moved a motion seeking
transfer of the case to the CBI
for an impartial investigation.
The three men, Anthony
Sami, John Rose Peter and
Kumar, had settled in Karna-
taka long ago. They were shot
dead on August 15 during an
anti-poaching operation by
Karnataka Forest Department
personnel in Chamarajanagar
district.

The incident has caused
strong reactions in Tamil

GO

The incident took place on the
Tamil Nadu-Karnataka border
and only a CBI inquiry can bring
out the truth.”

Edappadi K Palaniswami, LoP

Nadu, with Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay and other lead-
ers condemning what they
described as a “brutal kill-
ing”. DMK members sought a
detailed investigation, while
Palaniswami, along with lead-
ers of the PMK and DMDK,
pressed for a CBI inquiry to
establish the facts and ensure
accountability.Palaniswami
said the incident occurred
near the Tamil Nadu-Karnata-
ka border and argued that
only a CBI investigation
could establish the truth. He
also criticised the compensa-

tion announced by Karnataka,
saying the Rs 5 lakh amount
was inadequate. Congress
MLA Tharahai Cuthbert sup-
ported the demand for a CBI
probe and urged Karnataka to
provide government jobs to
the victims’ families.

Ministers in the Tamil Nadu
government said compensa-
tion was being considered.
Law and Electricity Minister
C T R Nirmal Kumar said the
government was examining
assistance for the families.
Forests and Environment
Minister R V Ranjith Kumar
said Rs 10 lakh could be giv-
en to each family after due
procedure. PMK leader Ga-
nesh Kumar demanded Rs 1
crore for each family, keeping
pressure on the government to
ensure justice and support for
those affected.

Rahul Welcomes Jharkhand Students’ Hunger Strike End

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Tuesday welcomed the
agreement reached between
Jharkhand students and the
Hemant Soren-led state gov-
ernment, following which the
students ended their hunger
strike. He said the develop-
ment showed that dialogue
could help resolve concerns
raised by young people.

Rahul Gandhi said Chief
Minister Hemant Soren and
the Jharkhand government
had chosen discussion instead
of confrontation to address
the students’ concerns. He

also praised the students for
remaining patient during their
protest and making their de-
mands heard. According to
him, the agreement was a pos-
itive step towards resolving
the issue.

“A consensus has been
reached between the students
of Jharkhand and the state
government, and the students
have ended their hunger
strike. It was heartening to
hear this news,” Rahul said in
a post on X.

He added that the govern-
ment had taken the right ap-
proach by listening to the stu-
dents and working towards a
solution.

Rahul stressed that students
should receive clear answers
when they raise questions
about issues affecting their
education and future. He said
he stood with students across
the country and supported ef-
forts to improve the existing
system.

He also called for changes
to ensure that students receive
fair opportunities after work-
ing hard.The Congress leader
said the system should protect
students’ rights and ensure
fair competition. His remarks
came after the Jharkhand stu-
dents ended their hunger
strike following talks with the
state government.

Govt School gets first computer after CJP campaign :

HINGOLI

The government school in
Santuk Pimpri village in
Maharashtra’s Hingoli dis-
trict has received its
first-ever computer system
and new benches following
the “School Thik Karo”
campaign launched by
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) founder Abhijeet Dip-
ke.

Dipke launched the cam-
paign on Independence Day
after inspecting the Zilla
Parishad-run school and
highlighting several basic
infrastructure problems.
These included broken win-

dows, clogged toilets and
inadequate seating for stu-
dents.

Following his visit, San-
tuk Pimpri Sarpanch Vijay
Puri said repair work had
begun. Damaged windows
and defunct CCTV cameras

were being replaced, while
work was also underway to
improve water supply in the
washrooms.

On Tuesday, Dipke an-
nounced that the school had
received new benches and
its first-ever computer. He

insights

= First-ever computer
installed at the village
school.

= New benches provided
for students.

= Broken windows and
CCTYV being replaced.

= Washroom water
supply improvements
underway.

thanked school staff and
villagers for supporting the
improvements.

Dipke said the develop-
ment showed that public

The campaign has al-
ready led to visible infra-
structure improvements,

including benches,
repairs and the school’s
first computer.t

participation could bring
change. “When the govern-
ment fails, people step up!
Change is possible,” he said
in a post on X.He had earli-
er said that government
schools continued to lack
basic facilities decades after
Independence and urged
communities to take action
to improve them.

Tripura books case against former CM

AGARTALA

Tripura Police have regis-
tered a case against former
chief minister Manik Sarkar
over remarks allegedly made
in Agartala on August 10.
Officials said the statement
was considered provocative
and could affect public or-
der. Officials confirmed the
case.

According to the com-
plaint, Sarkar criticised the
central and state govern-
ments while speaking about
an 11-point charter of de-
mands. The demands cover
issues including farmers’
and workers’ problems, cor-
ruption, poor roads, law and
order and women’s safety.

He allegedly said the move-
ment would be intensified
and could take a more mili-
tant or aggressive form if the
demands were not ad-
dressed.

The remarks were broad-
cast by local channels and
published by a Bengali daily
on August 11. The com-
plainant alleged that the re-
marks could encourage vio-
lence, disturb peace and
promote unlawful activities.
Police registered the case at
West Agartala police station
on Sunday under provisions
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita relating to provocation,
statements likely to cause
fear or panic, and criminal
conspiracy.
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US Flag Fails To
Deter Settlers

GLOBAL
Iran Keeps Hormuz Closed

tightens anti-crime

oversight on UAE

RIYADH
Saudi Arabia has placed fi-
nancial transfers to the
United Arab Emirates un-
der extra layers of regula-
tory oversight reserved for
countries considered high-
risk for illicit money flows,
according to three people
with direct knowledge of
the matter, the latest sign
of a widening rift between
the wealthy Gulf monar-
chies. The measures,
which were not announced
publicly, could help explain
why a number of compa-
nies say they have had dif-
ficulties transferring funds
from accounts in Saudi
Arabia to the UAE in recent
months, an issue first re-
ported by Bloomberg and
the Financial Times in July.
The enhanced oversight
measures have not previ-
ously been reported.

Lavrov says Russia, North
Korea fighting for ‘new,
righteous’ world order

SEOUL
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov told his
North Korean counterpart
that their countries were
working to establish a new
and righteous world order,
after Pyongyang helped
Moscow to drive Ukrainian
forces from a Russian re-
gion last year. In a message
to North Korean Foreign
Minister Choe Son Hui,
Lavrov also reaffirmed
Moscow’s pledge to boost
cooperationin all areas
and contribute to regional
and international security,
North Korea’s KCNA news
agency said on Tuesday.

New tremors jolt
Spain’s Granada
MADRID

Tourist access to the medieval
Alhambra complex was re- |
stricted on Tuesday after three
more earthquakes shook !
Spain's southern Granada |
province, causing some dam- |
age to buildings in the region
and forcing the closure of
some museums and sport fa-
cilities.
At least three people were
lightly injured, Andalusia's |
regional official Antonio Sanz !
told reporters, adding that one |
of them, a minor, was taken to |
hospital. The earthquakes !
each had magnitudes above 4,
the country's National Geo- |
graphic Institute (IGN) said.
The tremors followed Sat- |
urday's magnitude 5 earth- |
quake in the historic city of
Granada, which damaged |
houses and cars and forced !
the temporary closure of the
medieval palace-fortress of !
the Alhambra, one of Spain's
main tourist sites that was vis- |
ited by 2.7 million people last !
year.This time, authorities at :
the Alhambra interrupted :
tourist access to parts of the !
sprawling complex on a hill
above the city that is a monu- |
ment of Islamic architecture in
Spain. i
The provincial authority of |
Granada said in a statement it |
was closing administrative |
buildings, museums and sport- |
ing facilities but kept primary |
health centres open for now. !

Until US Concessions

Iran says the Strait of Hormuz will stay closed until Washington lifts sanctions,
unfreezes assets, ends military operations and meets conditions

DUBAI

The Strait of Hormuz will re-
main closed until the United
States meets conditions out-
lined in an interim agreement
with Iran, Iranian parliament
speaker and top negotiator
Mohammad Baqger Qalibaf
said on Tuesday, according to
state media.

Qalibaf said Tehran expects
Washington to lift its block-
ade of Iranian ports, remove
oil sanctions, release Iranian
assets frozen overseas and
end threats and military oper-
ations against Iran on all
fronts. He presented the mea-
sures as prerequisites for re-
opening the strategic water-
way.

The June 17 memorandum
of understanding had aimed to
provide a framework for ne-
gotiations between Iran and
the United States toward a

broader, permanent agree-
ment. The talks were expected
to address wider issues, in-
cluding the future of Iran's
nuclear programme.
However, the agreement
rapidly deteriorated after the
two sides disagreed over con-
trol of the Strait of Hormuz, a
crucial energy route. Before
the conflict, the narrow water-
way carried about a fifth of
global oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas flows, making its sta-
tus a major concern for ener-

gy markets and international
shipping.

U.S. President Donald
Trump declared the agree-
ment over on July 7, while
Iran's foreign ministry said a
week later that the memoran-
dum had been suspended.

The original framework al-
lowed a maximum of 60 days
for negotiations on a final
agreement, with an extension
possible if both sides agreed.
With diplomacy stalled, a se-
nior Iranian official said Mon-

Iran Sets Conditions
for Reopening Hormuz

¢ Iran links Hormuz re-
opening to US conces-
sions.

» Tehran demands sanctions
and port blockade lifted.

* Frozen Iranian assets
must be released.

* June interim agreement
has effectively collapsed.

Strait carries a major share
of global energy flows.

Iran warns of a more
offensive posture.

day that Tehran would shift to
a fully offensive posture un-
less Washington honoured the
agreement within weeks, rais-
ing concerns about escalation
across the region.

QUSRA

Palestinian American Loui
Ridi raised a giant American
flag above his home in Qusra,
in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, hoping the display
would deter militant Jewish
settlers who have surrounded
three Palestinian homes in the
village for more than a week.

Ridi returned to Qusra from
the United States, fearing that
he could lose his property
amid the ongoing standoff.
The encirclement of the
homes has drawn condemna-
tion from Washington and
heightened tensions in the vil-
lage.

On Tuesday morning, Ridi
was walking among his cher-
ry and fig trees when a settler
approached from a nearby
hill. The confrontation was
filmed by Reuters, the only
media outlet present at the
scene.

The settler, speaking in He-
brew, questioned Ridi's pres-
ence and appeared to carry a
Torah while recording him on
a mobile phone. Ridi respond-

A Palestinian American
returned home, hoping a
giant US flag would deter

settlers amid a tense
West Bank standoff

ed by filming the encounter
and calling the man a terrorist
settler.

An Israeli military vehicle
passed through the area sever-
al times before soldiers ap-
proached the settler and told
him the location was a closed
military area.

The settler told the soldiers
he would leave if the Palestin-
ians left, saying several peo-
ple were there to guard their
territory. He eventually moved
away before being joined by
two other settlers, who later
disappeared up the hill.

An Israeli soldier then in-
structed Ridi to stay inside his
house and avoid speaking to
the settlers, saying he would
handle the situation. Ridi ob-
jected, telling the soldiers that
the settler was illegally on his
land and should be arrested
immediately.

US, SOUTH KOREA WEIGH

SEOUL

U.S. Forces Korea Command-
er Xavier Brunson visited
South Korea’s Defence Min-
istry on Tuesday to discuss

plans to scale back the Ulchi

Freedom Shield military exer-
cise, according to media re-

ports, following an order from

President Donald Trump to
substantially reduce the drills.
Neither the ministry nor
USFK immediately comment-
ed on the meeting. The devel-
opment came after Trump said
he had instructed the Pentagon
to cut the scale of the joint exer-
cises and indicated that North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un had
responded to his outreach.

The issue comes as South Ko-
rean President Lee Jae Myung
pushes for stronger independent
defence capabilities while em-
phasizing that the U.S. alliance
remains central to national secu-

rity.

Speaking at a cabinet meet-
ing, Lee said a strong alliance
and stronger South Korean mil-
itary capabilities should rein-
force each other. He said Seoul
should continue preparations for
the planned transfer of wartime
operational control from the
United States during his term.

Lee also urged faster progress
on South Korea’s nuclear-pow-
ered submarine programme and
called for military officers capa-
ble of integrated operations as
distinctions between battlefields

SMALLER MILITARY DRILLS

Defence Balance

President Lee Jae Myung
said South Korea must
strengthen its indepen-

dent military capabilities
while maintaining its al-
liance with Washington.

He also backed faster
progress on the coun-
try’s nuclear-powered
submarine programme
and the planned transfer
of wartime operational
control.

become increasingly blurred.

At a National Security Coun-
cil meeting, Lee defended civ-
il-defence exercises alongside
major U.S.-South Korean drills,
saying they were defensive and
intended to protect civilians
rather than threaten North
Korea.

AT LEAST 25 KILLED IN ATTACK
ON NIGERTA'S PLATEAU

KANO

At least 25 people were killed
in an overnight attack on a
village in Nigeria’s central
Plateau state, local officials
and residents said on Tuesday,
raising fears of further vio-
lence and retaliatory attacks
in the troubled region.

The attack highlights the
persistent insecurity in Pla-
teau, an area that has experi-
enced repeated clashes be-
tween farming communities
and herders over land, grazing
rights and access to resources.
Such disputes have frequently
escalated into cycles of re-
venge, leaving communities
devastated and forcing resi-
dents from their homes.

Lemun Le’an Iliya, a coun-
cillor representing the affected
area, said 23 people were killed
in the initial attack. Another
victim later died in hospital,
according to local officials.
Resident Amos John said an
additional victim had also died,

PECHENIHY

A Russian missile strike killed
10 people and injured at least
18 in Pechenihy, a village in
Ukraine’s northeastern
Kharkiv region, Ukrainian of-
ficials said Tuesday, as Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy
vowed retaliation.

The attack struck what Zel-
enskiy described as a busy
intersection containing a post
office and stores, surrounded
by residential buildings. Reu-
ters video from the scene

Oleh Syniehubov said the
strike damaged 10 private
homes, a cafe, a post office,
five stores and 15 vehicles.

RUSSIAN MISSILE STRIKE K

taking the reported death toll to
at least 25.

John said the attackers
moved from house to house
during the assault, killing resi-
dents with machetes. He said
women and children made up
most of the victims, underscor-
ing the severity of the attack
and the vulnerability of civil-
ians in the affected community.

The incident has prompted
renewed concerns about the
ability of security forces to pro-
tect residents in remote parts of
Plateau state. Police spokesper-
son Alfred Alabo said officers
were being deployed to the area
and would issue a statement af-
ter assessing the situation.

The Mwaghavul Youth
Movement, a local community
organisation, accused authori-
ties of failing to adequately
protect vulnerable communi-
ties. The group called for an
urgent review of security ar-
rangements in the area and
warned that repeated attacks
could fuel further reprisals.

WHO says Congo
Ebola outbreak can
still be brought
under control

GENEVA

A World Health Organiza-
tion official said on Tuesday
it was still possible to bring
under control an Ebola out-
break that is outpacing con-
tainment efforts and has be-
come the second-deadliest
on record.

The global health agency
said earlier this month that
reversing Ebola's spread
would be possible within a
three-month period, but
since then there have been
signs that it has worsened,
expanding to a sixth prov-
ince.

About the next plan for
the three months, yes, if you
have the necessary resourc-
es, I think it will be possible
to do that, Thierno Balde,
WHO incident manager, told
reporters in Geneva from
Bunia, in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Ukraine.
There was no immediate
response from Moscow to the

ILLS TEN

would respond, adding to
concerns that the escalation
could trigger further strikes.
Ukraine has increasingly tar-
geted Russian oil facilities
and logistics infrastructure to
weaken Moscow’s capacity to
sustain its war.

The attack came as Russia
has stepped up air operations
during the summer, seeking to
exploit Ukraine’s shortage of
missile interceptors, particu-
larly against ballistic weap-
ons.

The United Nations said ci-

Philippine student live-streamed fatal
school shooting before taking own life

MANILA

A student live-streamed
himself shooting and kill-
ing another student in a
classroom in the southern
Philippines on Tuesday be-
fore taking his own life, an
official said, in the second
school attack in the country
in less than two months.

Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr ordered
law enforcement agencies
to investigate and to deter-
mine measures to be taken
to prevent violence in
schools.

Our schools are where
we entrust our children to
learn, to grow and to dream
about the lives ahead of
them. They must also be
among the safest places in
our country, Marcos said in
a statement.

The shooting took place
at a school attached to the
privately-run Ateneo de

Zamboanga University in
the city of Zamboanga,
where the gunman brought
a pistol and a rifle onto the
school campus and fired at
students inside the class-
room, according to a pre-
liminary police report.

Zamboanga Mayor
Khymer Adan Olaso told
DZBB radio that authori-
ties confirmed the gunman
live-streamed the attack
through a body-worn cam-
era.

Reuters verified a live-
stream video of the shooter
in the school. The video
shows him entering one
classroom and opening fire.
He then changed weapons,
entered the second class-
room and fired more
rounds. A student is seen
lying on the ground in un-
clear condition.

The motive was not im-
mediately clear, but a se-
nior customs official told

reporters that the shooter
used a .40-caliber pistol is-
sued by the Bureau of Cus-
toms to the student's father,
a customs official who has
since been relieved from
his post.

A second weapon recov-
ered from the scene was a
licensed personal firearm
also owned by the shooter's
father, the official said.
Video aired by GMA
News, with images blurred,
showed chaotic scenes in-
side a classroom with stu-
dents ducking for cover as
several gunshots rang out.

|, SHRADDHA SHETTY,
D/o. Purushotham N Shetty,
aged about 21 years, residing
at Mandavi Acropolis, KM
Marg, Udupi — 576101,
have changed my name
SHRADDHA SHETTY, to
ARDEN. Henceforth, | shall be
known and called as ARDEN
for all purposes.Vide affidavit
dated 18.08.2026 before
Advocate & Notary D.S.
Chandrakanth, Bengaluru

I, VIJAYA KUMARI B D/o
BALAJI' S, W/0 KRISHNA C
S, R/o Karthik lllam, 6th
Cross, Behind Sri
Saneeshwara Temple,
Gokul Extn, Devasandra, K
R Puram, Bangalore North,
Bangalore, Karnataka-
560036, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as

VIJAYALAKSHMI.

|, MASOOD AHMED, Resident
of No. 1251, Mini Ibrahim Road,
Balakrishna Layout, K G F Ban-
garapet, PO  Robertsonpet,
Kolar -563122, today camped
at Bengaluru, have changed
my name to K S MASOOD
AHMED, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 18.08.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE | _ CHANGE OFNAVE

[, PALANIYAMMA alias
PALANIYAMMAL W/o
KARAPPA GOWNDAR, R/o
Basavapura Grama,
Ankanasettypura,
Ankasettypura,
Chamarajanagar, Karnataka-
571127, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as PALANATHAL.

I, NEHARIKA M alias
NEHARIKA D/o MAHESH
KUMAR, R/o 3633, Prestige
KEW Garden, Yemlur,
Marathahalli Colony,
Bangalore North, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560037, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
NEHARIKA MAHESH
PADUKONE.

I, Susree Acharya D/o
Sricharan Acharya R/o B2
215 Windsor Troika
Apartment, Yelenahalli
Begur Koppa Road,
Bangalore South, Begur,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560068, have changed
my name to
Susree Acherya.

I, SANJAY S S /o
SHEKARAPPA G, R/o No.6,
Shivasutha Nilaya, 2nd
Main, 2nd Cross,
Ramanjeneya Layout,
Behind Dasanapura
Government School,
Dasanapura, Bangalore
Rural, Karnataka-562123,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
SANJAY SHEKARAPPA
KONAECAR.

I, PALLAVI H PATIL alias
CHAMPAKKA NAREGAL
alias C F NAREGAL D/o
FAKKIRAGAOUDA, W/0
HIMESH D PATIL, R/o
Karmarkar Layout, Near
Haliyal Naka, T V Tower, K C
Park, Hubli, Dharwad,
Karnataka-580001, have

NAME CHANGE

I, MUNAVER  MUKTHIAR
AHMED KHAN, S/o. Munavar
Ahmed Thareen S, Resident of
No. 6, Flat No. G12, Relizant
Royale, 2nd Cross, Kalasipa-
lya, Bengaluru -560002, have
changed my name to MUKTHIAR
AHMED KHAN, vide affidavit
dated: 17.08.2026 before nota-
ry LAKSHMAIAH, Bengaluru.

| CHANGE OF NAME || CHANGE OF NAME |

|, MANIKPRABHU PATIL, also known
as MANIK PRABHU, S/o VENKAT
RAO NIJAMPUR, aged about 47 years,
residing at No.1135, 2nd Floor, 9th Cross,
7th Block, HMT Layout, Vidyaranyapura
Post,  Bengaluru-560097,  hereby
declare that MANIK PRABHU and
MANIKPRABHU PATIL refer to one
and the same person, i.e., myself. The
clarification is made for obtaining an

IN THE COURT OF ADDL CIVIL JUDGE AND
JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUR
CRL MIS NO 208/2026
PETITIONER: Hanumantharayappa V and Others,
Aged about 74 yrs, Slo, Late Venkataramanappa,
Rlat 2126, behind rual police station, Rojipura,
Dodaballapura Bengaluru Rural District VIS
RESPONDENT : Tahasildar, Doddaballapur
Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners as followed the above
petition undersection 13(3) of registration of
birth and death act 1969 for seeking the death
certificate of their Grand Mother Hanumakka
W/o Lachammaya @ Lakshmaiah who died on
15/04/1946 at Huskuru village,Doddabelavangala
Hobli,Doddaballapur Taluk Bengaluru Rural District
JIn regard it is hereby noticed that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person
or through an advocate duly authorized before the
above said court on date 16.09.2026 at 11 am .In
default this matter will be heard and disposed off
an exparte order
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
11.08.2026
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge &
JMFC at Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioners S.Rudraradhya
509/98, Vaddarapete, Doddaballapur

reported strike. Both Russia . 9 e
showed covered bodies, The destruction underscored  and Ukraine deny deliberately ~ vilian casualties in Ukraine changed my name and shall L"e(:';z thPe a;zzcs’go na/’;ﬂthg‘:{tie:‘;i“;'zf;]‘;’: Toplacea ClaSS.Ifled ad
burned-out cars and damaged  growing risks faced by civil-  targeting civilians during their ~ rose sharply in July, increas- hereafter be known as | |Goemment authoriies.Vide affidavit contact:
buildings. ians as Russia has intensified  attacks. ing by nearly a third from the CHAMPA FAKKIRAGOUDA | |dated 14.08.2026 before Advocate & 080-41209042

Kharkiv regional governor  its aerial campaign against Zelenskiy said Ukraine previous month. NAREGAL. Notary Munirathnamma D. Bengaluru
o0 o o6 o o0 o o0 o o6 o
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Unnati Hooda shines
on World Stage

Young Indian badminton sensation Unnati Hooda
secured a straight-game victory over Thet Htar
Thuzar in her BWF World Championships debut

NEW DELHI

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

India- Paklstan
hockey clash easy
now: Sreejesh

NEW DELHI

DURAND CUP 2026:
EAST BENGAL
MEETS SC DELHI

KOLKATA

P East Bengal FC and SC Delhi are set to face
off in the first semi-final of the 135th Indian-
Oil Durand Cup at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati
Krirangan on Wednesday. A spot in the cham-
pionship final is on the line, promising an
intense battle between two contrasting foot-
ball styles.

East Bengal enters this crucial match after a
strong defensive run. Following an opening de-
feat to Mohun Bagan Super Giant, head coach
l Antonio Lopez Habas has organized a solid back-

Former star PR
Sreejesh stated that
India holds a major
edge over Pakistan in
field hockey due to
superior fithess and
modern training
methods

<

Former star player PR
Sreejesh says that field hock-
ey matches against Pakistan
are not as difficult as they
used to be in the past.

As the Indian men's team
prepares for a crucial FIH
Hockey Men's World Cup
clash, Sreejesh pointed |
out that better physical
fitness, strength,
game awareness,
and smart deci-
sion-making give
India a major
edge over their
traditional rivals.

In past de-
cades, games
between these

inside the hall. Both players went
neck-and-neck for a long time.
However, Unnati kept her cool
during the final five points of that
game. By staying calm and playing
patiently, she forced her opponent to
make crucial mistakes, which /
helped her clinch the first set. i

In the second game, Unnati no-
ticed that the attack felt much (
faster from a specific end of
the court. Using this to her {
full advantage, she changed
her tactics and focused entire- “4
ly on an aggressive playing (B
style. Sticking to this smart |
plan helped her dominate the |
court and secure the second
game easily.

Young Indian badminton sensation
Unnati Hooda has kicked off her de-
but campaign at the BWF World
Championships with a fantastic vic-
tory on Tuesday. Playing right here
in New Delhi, the talented teenager
secured a straight-game win against
Thet Htar Thuzar. She proved her
mental strength under pressure, win-
ning the match with a score line of
22-20 and 21-16. Fans across the
nation are celebrating her strong
start on such a big international
stage.

Talking to reporters after her
game, Unnati shared her thoughts
about judging the shuttle's landing

pared to previous genera-
tions. Sreejesh also
shared advice for the
squad after their re-
| cent tough loss
4 against England,
which makes reach-
ing the tournament
semifinals more
" challenging. He

wants the players to

line, securing four consecutive clean sheets. Their

| path to the semi-final includes dominant wins over

CISF Protectors and South United FC, alongside a

hard-fought quarter-final victory against Indian

Army FT. Spanish midfielder Dani Ramirez and

| forward PV Vishnu have been instrumental in driv-
| ing their attack.

In contrast, SC Delhi arrives as the most prolific
scoring team in the tournament. Under head coach
Tomasz Tchorz, the newly created club has netted
21 goals in four matches. Brazilian forward Ro-

sl ety
o ODISHA
).

N

o

PR SREEJESH

spots on the court. She explained
that playing the sport for many years
helped her develop good judgment.
Even though playing in drift condi-
tions can sometimes get tricky, she
felt that reading the court in this are-

na was manageable.

During the opening set, Unnati
faced a tough test because her oppo-
nent fought hard and kept the score
close. She mentioned that she spent
the first part of the match trying to
understand how the air drift worked

GALLE

Siraj, Suthar
rip through
Sri Lanka
batting

han Kapoor suffered a

breaking defeat in their opening
match. They fought hard against
Canada's Crystal Lai and Jonathan
Lai in a thrilling three-game battle
but ultimately lost 22-20, 19-21, and
17-21. Despite that setback, Unnati's
win has kept Indian hopes high.

g
'lpollo

7IRes

" The Indian cricket team is in a strong position
I to win the first Test match against Sri Lanka at
the Galle International Stadium.

On the other hand, the
day brought mixed news 4
for the Indian contingent. f
The mixed doubles pair |
of Ruthvika Gadde and |

Ro-
heart-

‘

the semi-finals.

ultimate glory.

SYDNEY

Former Australian cricket
star David Warner has been

fined 1,500 dollars and giv-

spol |

\&\ ney court.

en a 12-month alcohol in-
" terlock order after plead-
ing guilty to mid-range
drink driving in a Syd-

The 39-year-old
was arrested on Eas-
ter Sunday follow-
ing a random
breath test out-
5 side Sydney. Po-

« lice stated he

to switch seats with a fe-
male passenger.

Judge Clare Farnan noted
during the sentencing that
Warner is unlikely to com-
mit the offense again, but
she emphasized the dangers
of driving under the influ-
ence in New South Wales.
In addition to the financial
penalty, the court mandated
an interlock device in his
vehicle, preventing the car
from starting if any alcohol
is detected.

Defense lawyers argued
that heavy media scrutiny

driguinho leads the tournament charts with seven
goals, supported by impressive performances from
Lalrinliana Hnamte. Despite their heavy offensive
output, SC Delhi has also maintained defensive
discipline, conceding only three goals en route to

The encounter sets up a fascinating tactical duel.
SC Delhi’s high-scoring pressure will test East
Bengal's resilient defense, while the home side
aims to utilize their local crowd support and tacti-
cal discipline to secure a win. Both teams stand just
one victory away from the final, eager to claim

Warner fined, interlock fitted over DUI

and franchise captain for the
Sydney Thunder and Kara-

two South Asian
nations were always very
tight, usually ending in nar-
row scores like one-nil or
two-one. However, fitness
issues and mistakes in the fi-
nal minutes used to hurt In-
dia. Today, the four-quarter
match format and modern
training methods have com-
pletely changed the results.
India now finishes games
strongly and scores late goals
to secure victories.

Even though Pakistan still
has talented players, their
team level has dropped com-

focus entirely on
their own strengths instead of
worrying too much about the
opponents.

Furthermore, the former
goalkeeper advised the team
to stay compact, avoid drop-
ping too deep into defense,
and maintain high pressure
past the center line. He also
praised Captain Harmanpreet
Singh, noting that a leader's
most important work happens
off the pitch by keeping team-
mates united, supporting
young players, and building a
positive environment.

Kohli's advice inspires
Abhinandan's heroics

LUCKNOW

Lucknow Falcons fast bowler
Abhinandan Singh delivered
a stellar performance in
Match 6 of the UPT20
League Season 4, claiming
brilliant figures of 4/30 to se-
cure a thrilling three-wicket
win against the Noida Kings

recorded a served as sufficient punish-  chi Kings. Cricket NSW, | at the Ekana Stadium.

At the end of the fourth day, Sri Lanka blood-alcohol level ~ ment and requested no con- which partners with Following his Player of the
struggled at 84 runs for the loss of four wick- 0f 0.104, which is more  viction be recorded. Warner ~ safe-driving campaigns, : Match display, Abhinandan
ets. The home team still needs 288 more runs i than double the legal declined to comment to re-  stated they are reviewing | credited his recent success
to achieve an unlikely victory. Indian bowlers . , limit. Court documents  porters outside the court-  the incident and will deter- | and professional growth to the
displayed great discipline to keep total control revealed that Warner had  house. mine any potential impact | mentorship of batting legend
of the game. consumed three glasses Having retired from inter-  on his leadership role. Fur- | Virat Kohli during their time

Earlier in the day, India finished their sec- of white wine before national cricket in 2024  ther updates regarding his : together at Royal Challengers
ond batting turn with 193 runs. Rishabh Pant | driving from a friend's  with over 360 combined in-  sporting future are expected | Bengaluru. Having joined the
played a bold, aggressive innings of 66 runs 9 apartment. Upon seeing ~ ternational appearances, soon as local sports author- | franchise ahead of the 2025

= from 69 balls. KLL Rahul contributed 35 runs, -

. while Devdutt Padikkal added 44 runs to build o Ww W

a solid 65 run partnership.

&

Defending a target of 371 runs, Indian bowl-

ers quickly put pressure on the opposition
batsmen. Fast bowler Mohammed Siraj gave

the team an early breakthrough. Soon after,

spinner Manav Suthar dismissed the substitute
player Pasindu Sooriyabandara using a suc-
cessful video review. Tall fast bowler Prasidh
Krishna bowled an amazing spell, conceding
very few runs and picking up the wicket of

Kamindu Mendis.

Sri Lanka quickly slipped to twenty-one
runs for three wickets down. Although Lahiru
Udara fought back with sixteen runs, Suthar
sent him back to the pavilion with a sharp
catch taken near the ground by wicketkeeper

Dhruv Jurel.

Captain Dhananjaya de Silva and Sonal Di-
nusha managed to survive until stumps with
an unbeaten partnership of 37 runs. De Silva
remains not out on 31 runs, while Dinusha is
on 25. However, with fading light and a mas-
sive target ahead, India needs only six more
wickets on the final day to seal a comfortable
victory in the opening match of the series.

! the roadside testing op-

eration, he attempted

Warner remains active in
the sport as a commentator

ities evaluate the situation
closely.

cricket.

West Indies all-rounder Justin
Greaves and captain Hayley Mat-
thews have claimed the presti-
gious ICC Player of the Month
awards for July, securing a rare
and historic double for Caribbean

This marks the very first time
that players from the West Indies
have won both the men's and
women's monthly accolades si-
multaneously. They join a select
group of international cricketers to
achieve this dual feat since the
awards were first introduced by
the global governing body.

Greaves earned the men's honor
following brilliant, match-winning

MATTHEWS

1CC WOMEN'S PLAYER
‘OF THE MONTH

L

HAYLEY

performances in home Test match-
es against Sri Lanka and Pakistan.
His standout moment included a
resilient and magnificent 180 runs
that helped save the second Test
against Sri Lanka, ensuring a series
victory. Furthermore, he delivered
a lethal bowling spell against Paki-
stan, taking seven crucial wickets

Greaves and Matthews win ICC player awards

KINGSTON to guide his team to a comfortable
90-run win. Reflecting on his
memorable month, Greaves ex-
pressed deep gratitude to his team-
mates and coaching staff, noting
how special it feels to perform in
front of passionate home fans.
Meanwhile, captain Hayley
Matthews clinched her record-ex-
tending fifth women's award after

a stellar away series against Ire-

land. She totally dominated the
contest with the bat, scoring 265
runs at an extraordinary average of
132.50, which included brilliant
centuries in the first two games.
Matthews was equally lethal with
the ball, picking up seven wickets
to help the West Indies sweep the
series 3-0.

season, the young pacer was
part of back-to-back champi-
onship squads and praised
Kohli for shaping his mental
approach and training disci-
pline.

"Virat bhaiya really moti-
vated me, especially just
talking to me about what I
could do better, how I could
improve further," Abhinandan
noted. He also acknowledged
the guidance of team coaches
and senior fast bowlers like
Josh Hazlewood and Indian
veteran Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

That elite-level experience
proved crucial as Abhinandan
navigated past injuries and
intensive domestic competi-
tion. Now thriving under the
captaincy of Bhuvneshwar
Kumar at the Lucknow Fal-
cons, the pacer remains fo-
cused on keeping his ap-
proach simple and effective as
the tournament continues.

The young bowler ex-
pressed deep gratitude for the
opportunity to share a dress-
ing room with international
icons, stating that the environ-
ment completely transformed
his understanding of cricket.
He emphasized that the men-
tal toughness required at the
highest level of the sport
helped him stay calm under
pressure during the intense
match against the Noida
Kings.

SACHIN WINS SILVER, BRONZE AT CAIRO CHALLENGER

NEW DELHI

Indian para-athlete Sachin
Chamaria delivered a stellar
performance at the Cairo
2026 World Boccia Challeng-
er, claiming a silver medal in
the BC3 Pairs event alongside
teammate Sarita Dwivedi, and
a bronze medal in the BC3
Individual event.

The achievement adds an-
other milestone to the career
of the six-time National
Champion, who currently
holds the World No. 20 rank-

ing in his category. Reflecting
on his success, Sachin ex-
pressed deep gratitude to the
Boccia Sports Federation of
India and emphasized his
hope that these victories will
inspire more individuals with
disabilities to pursue sports.
Having built a remarkable
international record since his
competitive debut in 2021—
including historic gold and
silver medals across previous
World Challengers—Sachin is
now turning his focus to the
upcoming 2026 World Boccia

Championships in Seoul.
Scheduled from August 24 to
September 4, this appearance
will mark a historic moment
as he becomes the first Indian
BC3 athlete to qualify for the
World Championships strictly
on merit.

Boccia is a Paralympic pre-
cision sport designed for play-
ers with severe physical im-
pairments. Competing in the
BC3 class, Sachin utilizes an
assistive ramp and works
alongside a sports assistant
while executing precise tacti-

cal strategies. His journey
from a life-altering spinal
cord injury at age 17 to be-
coming one of India's leading
para-athletes continues to
bring immense visibility and
inspiration to the sport nation-
wide.

Rising Star Unnati Shines
On World Stage

Young Indian badminton
player Unnati Hooda started
her first ever BWF World
Championships journey with
a brilliant victory in New Del-

hi on Tuesday. She defeated
her opponent Thet Htar Thu-
zar in two straight games with
close scores of 22-20 and 21-
16 to move forward in the big
tournament.

Speaking to reporters after
her match, Unnati shared her
thoughts on handling the wind
and drift inside the big arena.
She explained that while read-
ing the shuttle can sometimes
be tough due to changing air
conditions, she managed to
judge it very well as the game
moved forward.

During the opening set, her
rival put up a very tough
fight, keeping the score neck
and neck for a long time.
However, Unnati stayed com-
pletely calm during the final
moments of the set. She
showed great patience while
her opponent felt the pressure
and made crucial mistakes. In
the second game, she quickly
figured out that attacking
from a specific side of the
court worked much better,
which allowed her to take to-
tal control and secure the win.
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