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US peace brokersin
Pak today for talks

Trump says he is confident that US will be able to get a peace deal
as Iran had committed “serious violations” during the 2-week truce

WASHINGTON

United States President Don-

' Vice President
JD Vance won't go’

‘lslamabad already starting to lock down’
Even before President Trump’s social me-

23 KILLED IN FIRECRACKER
FACTORY BLAST IN TN

VIRUDHUNAGAR

At least 23 people lost their lives
after a massive explosion ripped
through a private firecracker manu-
facturing unit near here, police con-
firmed on Sunday. Eleven others
suffered serious injuries in the inci-
dent.

The blast took place at the ‘Vana-
ja’ fireworks factory, owned by

ald Trump confirmed on Sun-
day that the second round of
negotiations between the US
and Iran is taking place and
would be held in Islamabad,
Pakistan.

Trump, in a conversation
with ABC’s Jonathan Karl on
Sunday, said he was confident
that America would be able to
get a peace deal, while saying
that Iran had committed “se-
rious violations” during the
two-week ceasefire.

“It will happen. One way or
another. The nice way or the
hard way. It’s going to hap-
pen. You can quote me,” the
president said.

Trump also clarified that Vice
President JD Vance would not
be going to Pakistan after
there were several contradic-
tory reports in media.

The President further said
his representatives would be
in Islamabad for peace talks
on Monday night, but that the
Secret Service couldn’t ar-
range to accompany Vance
there on such short notice.

Earlier in the day, both
the US envoy to the United
Nations, Mike Waltz, and
Energy Secretary Chris
Wright had indicated that
Vance would lead the round
of negotiations in Islam-
abad.

dia post, Islamabad was already starting to
lock down. Guests at the hotel where the
talks took place between the US and Irani-
an delegations last weekend were told they
needed to leave, while three universities

moved their classes online.

Islamabad police announced that key
roads into the city may be closed due to the
arrival of foreign delegations and heavy
traffic is completely restricted from enter-

ing the city.

..renews bridge strike
threat amid talk plan

WASHINGTON

A day after Iran opened fire at ships tran-

Muthumanickam, located in Kat-
tanarpatti under the Vachakarapatti
police station limits.

Officials from the police and fire
departments said four of the injured
remain in critical condition and are
undergoing treatment at the Virud-
hunagar Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

Preliminary findings indicate that
the unit had reportedly obtained a
licence from the Petroleum and Ex-
plosives Safety Organisation
(PESO), Nagpur. More than 100
workers were said to be present at
the facility at the time of the explo-
sion.

According to initial reports, the
explosion is suspected to have orig-
inated in the front veranda area,

The blast occurred when
women have re-

portedly sus- about 30 workers were More than 100
tained burn inju- engaged in routine workers were
ries covering manufacturing related said to be pres-
around 60% of processes at ent at the facility
their bodies, the offi- the firecracker at the time of the
cial added. unit. explosion.

According to the sources,
firefighting teams worked for sever-

al hours to control the blaze. Rescue
efforts were complicated as firecrack-
ers continued to explode intermittent-

“My Representatives are
going to Islamabad, Paki-
stan. They will be there to-
morrow evening, for nego-
tiations,” Trump wrote on
Truth Social.

“We’re offering a very fair

and reasonable DEAL, and I
hope they take it because, if
they don’t, the United
States is going to
knock out every
single Power
Plant, and ev-
ery single

Bridge, in

Iran,” he
added.

siting the Hormuz, Donald Trump on
) Sunday described the incident as “A Total

Violation of our Ceasefire Agreement!” He
added, “Many of them were aimed at a French Ship, and a
Freighter from the United Kingdom. That wasn’t nice, was
it?” Trump announced that US “representatives are going to
Islamabad, Pakistan — they will be there tomorrow evening,
for negotiations,” while claiming that Washington is “offer-
ing a very fair and reasonable deal.” He renewed his warning,
saying, “I hope they take it because, if they don’t, the
e United States is going to knock out every single
power plant, and every single bridge, in Iran.
NO MORE MR. NICE GUY! They’ll come
down fast, they’ll come down easy and, if
they don’t take the deal, it will be my honour
to do what has to be done, which should have
been done to Iran by other presidents for the
last 47 years,” in a post on Truth Social.

Indian tanker passes Hormuz ‘fire’ test; 2 turn back

NEW DELHI

An Indian-flagged crude tanker
passed safely through the Strait of
Hormuz, while two other vessels
were forced to retreat after com-
ing under fire, leading India to
raise safety concerns with Iran
over merchant shipping.

Crude oil tanker Desh Garima,
with 31 Indian seafarers on-
board, crossed the strategic wa-
terway on April 18 and is ex-
pected to reach Mumbai on April

22, according to an update re-
leased by the government on de-
velopments in West Asia.

Shipping Corporation of In-
dia (SCI) tanker is the 10th In-
dia-flagged vessel to have
crossed the strait since early
March.

In contrast, very large crude
carrier Samnar Herad and bulk
carrier Jag Arnav reported a firing
incident while transiting the strait
in the past 24 hours and returned
to the Persian Gulf. No injuries

were reported among the crew.

MarineTraffic data showed oil
tankers Desh Vaibhav and Desh
Vibhor also reversing course near
the chokepoint, taking the num-
ber of India-flagged ships in the
Persian Gulf to 14.

India's foreign secretary sum-
moned Iran's ambassador in New
Delhi to convey "deep concern"
over the incident and underscored
the importance of ensuring the
safety of merchant shipping and
mariners.

Heatwave grips K'taka, temp

cross 40°c in 5 districts

L XA

BENGALURU

Five districts in Karnataka record-
ed scorching temperatures above
40°C on Sunday, with no immedi-
ate relief in sight as intense sum-
mer heat continued to grip large
parts of the State.

According to the India Meteo-
rological Department, four dis-
tricts in north interior Karnataka
and one in the south witnessed
maximum temperatures signifi-
cantly above normal levels, with
departures of up to 3°C.

In north interior Karnataka,
Kalaburagi recorded 41.7°C,
while Bidar saw a high of
41.6°C — nearly 3°C above
normal. Raichur registered
41.4°C, and Koppal reported
40.4°C. Notably, the Koppal All
Weather Station recorded an
even higher temperature of
43.2°C, indicating severe heat
conditions.

In south interior Karnataka, Bal-
lari (Hagari KVK station) record-
ed 40.9°C, adding to the list of
districts facing extreme tempera-
tures. Most other regions in the
state recorded maximum tempera-
tures above 35°C, except for a few
coastal and hill districts such as
Chikkamagaluru, Shivamogga and
Haveri, where conditions re-
mained relatively moderate.

-

The IMD forecast suggests that
there will be no significant drop
in temperatures over the next five
days. Coastal Karnataka is ex-
pected to experience hot and hu-
mid weather, while north interior
regions may see isolated thunder-
storms accompanied by gusty
winds of 40-50 kmph and possi-
ble hailstorms between April 19
and 23.

South interior Karnataka is also
likely to witness thunderstorms
with wind speeds of 30-40 kmph
during the same period, though
temperatures are expected to re-
main largely unchanged.

Meanwhile, early projections
indicate that the upcoming south-
west monsoon may bring be-
low-normal rainfall to most parts
of Karnataka, raising concerns
over water availability and agri-
culture in the months ahead.
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Hoest districts

Ballari

Kalaburagi

Raichur

where workers were handling raw
materials and carrying out finishing
work on firecrackers.

The force of the blast caused
widespread destruction, reducing at
least three rooms to debris and flat-
tening several nearby structures.
"We have recovered 18 bodies so
far, many of which were charred be-
yond recognition," a police official
said. Among the six injured, three

ly even after the initial blast. Author-
ities fear that more workers could still
be trapped beneath the rubble.

Rescue and search operations are
still underway, and more details are
awaited.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin expressed grief over the inci-
dent and said he had directed two
ministers to immediately visit the
site to oversee relief efforts.

The tragedy is being de-

scribed as the deadliest

industrial accident in the
region this year.

It comes close on the heels
of another explosion in the

Vembakottai area of the

same district, which claimed

four lives just days ago.

Modi playing politics over women'’s reservation: CM

RANEBENNUR

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Sunday accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of indulging in politics in the
name of women’s reservation,
alleging that the Centre was
more focused on electoral gains
than genuine implementation.

Speaking at Ranebennur in
Haveri district, Siddaramaiah
said the BJP was attempting to
shift blame onto the Congress
for “political benefit,” particularly with
elections approaching in key States. He
reiterated that the Congress has consis-
tently supported women’s reservation,
recalling that former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi had introduced 33% res-
ervation in local bodies through |
constitutional amendments.

The CM questioned why the
Women’s Reservation Bill, passed
in 2023 with overwhelming sup-
port, had not yet been imple-
mented. “The BJP is not
interested in ensuring res-
ervation for women. Its \

seats
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If the number of

nificantly, northern
states will gain more,
while progressive
southern states will
be at a disadvantage

Siddaramaiah, CM

A 3EADE

real focus is on delimitation
that serves its political inter-
ests,” he alleged.

Siddaramaiah also raised
concerns over the proposed
delimitation exercise, warn-
ing that it could dispropor-
tionately impact southern
States. He argued that States
like Karnataka, which have
successfully stabilised pop-
ulation growth, may lose
relative representation
in Parliament com-
pared to more populous States
such as Uttar Pradesh.

“If the number of seats in- E‘@
creases significantly, northern A
states will gain more, while pro- f '

gressive southern states will be at

a disadvantage,” he said, calling
. the move “unfair” and potentially
« 1 harmful to federal balance.

7 He further criticised the BJP,

claiming the party had no histor-
ical commitment to women’s
reservation and had not sup-
ported similar initiatives

in the past.

increases sig-
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"This is democracy,
not Hitler rule': DKS

BENGALURU

Criticising the BJP-led Centre
over the timing and handling of
the Women’s Reservation
Amendment Bill, Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar said
the opposition was not taken
into confidence.
He also called for wider
consultation in a demo-
cratic framework. “This
is democracy; this is not
a Hitler-style rule.
They cannot bring it in
* the middle of elections
and try to alter the entire
constituencies,” he said.

The Congress has consis-
tently supported women’s res-
ervation, but objected to the
manner in which the Bill was
brought forward, he said, al-
leging that it was introduced
without adequate discussion
with opposition parties.

New life sentence law for
Guru Granth Sahib disrespect

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria
has given assent to the anti-sacrilege
Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Sat-
kar (Amendment) Bill 2026, with Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
confirming that the legislation has now
cleared the final constitutional hurdle.

With his approval, the Bill is now
formally enacted, allowing the state to
implement its provisions with immedi-
ate effect.

Confirming the development, Mann
took to X and said, “Governor Shri Gu-
lab Chand Kataria Ji has signed the bill
passed in the Legislative Assembly
against the desecration of Shri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji.. Now this bill has be-

come law.. From a humble person like
me, a billion-fold thanks to Waheguru
Ji for taking this service... Gratitude.”

The Bill is an amendment to the
Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Sat-
kar Act, 2008, related to sacrilege and
conspiracy for sacrilege against the
Guru Granth Sahib. It proposed stricter
punishment, including life imprison-
ment and a fine of up to Rs 25 lakh, for
any act of sacrilege against the Guru
Granth Sahib.

The Bill was unanimously passed by
the Punjab Assembly on April 13 and
was sent to the governor for his assent.

It aims to deter incidents of “beadbi”
(sacrilege) and uphold the sanctity of
the Guru Granth Sahib through en-
hanced penalties.

Provisions in the bill

Punjab’s sacrilege Bill to become law soon as Guv gives nod; The new law introduces
significantly harsher penalties for desecration specifically of the Guru Granth Sahib

= Fines:
Financial pen-
alties between
%5 lakh and
%25 lakh.

= Punishment:
Imprisonment
ranging from
10 years to
life.

B Conspiracy: Acts
involving a criminal
conspiracy to incite
communal unrest
can lead to property
confiscation.

H Attempt & Abet-
ment: Attempt-
ing sacrilege is
punishable by 3 to
5 years in jail and
fines up to %3 lakh.

2 Indian men
shot dead in
Italy while
leaving gurdwara

ROME

Two Indian men have been shot
dead in Italy's Covo in Berga-
mo province just as they were
leaving a warehouse used as a
place of worship during a gath-
ering for Vaisakhi festival.

The attack occurred on Fri-
day, a few minutes before
midnight in the square in front
of the Gurdwara Mata Sahib
Kaur Ji in the industrial area
of the town, as per reports.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Raginder Singh (48), a
resident of Covo, and Gurmit
Singh (48), from Agnadello.

The assailant allegedly ap-
proached the men, opened fire
and then fled in a car, the paper
reported. Approximately ten
shell casings were recovered
from the scene as authorities
investigate the hypothesis of a
"coldly planned execution".

As per witness, the shooter
was "an Indian" who also fre-
quented the gurdwara.
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Templeto
celebrate Maha
Kumbabisheka

BENGALURU
Maha Kumbabisheka will
be held at Bhagawan Sri

Balambike sametha Sri
Vidyanathaswamy tem-
ple located in MVJ Medi-
cal Hospital premises in
Hoskote from April 20 to
23. During this period var-
jous homa, poojas will be
performed. On April 23,
Sri Vinayaka, Sri Bal-
ambike Sametha Sri
Vaidhyanatha Swamy
temple gopura moola
murthi Maha Kumba-
bisheka will be held. CEO
of MVJ Hospital Dr Dhara-
ni Mohan has requested
devotees to participate in
the rituals and get the
blessings.

Special pooja
performed to new
chariot

BENGALURU
Special pooja rituals were
performed to the new
chariot of Sri Avimuk-
theswaraswamy on Sun-
day. On Monday, special
pooja and Rudrabishek-
am will be held. MLA
Sharath Bachegowda will
participate in the pro-
gramme. On Tuesday, the
construction work of new
chariot will be com-
menced. The Brahmar-
athotsava will be held on
May 1. Convener of Brah-
marathotsava Committee
N Keshavamurthy has re-
quested devotees to par-
ticipate in the pro-
gramme.

‘Love trap’ case: Probe
unearths shocking
details

BENGALURU
Investigation has revealed
that the accused Kripala-

ni Preeti, in connection
with the blackmail case
against a female customs
officer, cheated 50 people
by having physical rela-
tions in the name of mar-
riage. Pulakeshi Nagar po-
lice arrested Kripalani for
blackmailing a female
customs officer. During
interrogation, it was found
that the accused had
blackmailed 50 people.
Accused Kripalani was
targeting female govern-
ment officials. He used to
introduce himself to fe-
male government officials
as a businessman. Cus-
toms and GST officials
were his targets.

He used to introduce him-
self and arrange lunch,
dinner, and parties, and
then have physical con-
tact in the name of love

and marriage. The explo-

sive matter of blackmail-
ing by videotaping it has

been revealed during the

investigation. Currently,
the Pulakeshi Nagar po-

lice are conducting further

investigation into this
matter.
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State govt employees await
March salary amid fund concerns

Technical glitches and financial constraints cited as cause for delay,
allegations emerge that Rs 6,000 cr was diverted to Gruhalakshml scheme

BENGALURU

Salary payments for March to
state government employees
across several departments
have been delayed, leaving
many staff members unpaid
even as of April 18.

The delay has raised con-
cerns among employees and
sparked questions about fund
availability and administrative
processes.

Employees in key depart-
ments such as revenue, educa-
tion, police, animal husband-
ry, and information and public
relations, who usually receive
their salaries within the first
few days of the month, are
among those affected. While
some employees received
their salaries around April
9-10, a large number are still
awaiting payment.

Sources within departments
attribute the delay to a combi-
nation of technical glitches
and financial constraints. The
delay has stretched beyond
the usual lag seen at the end
of a financial year. Usually
after the financial year ends,
there is a delay of one or two
weeks. This three-weeks de-

v W
lay is unprecedented, said an
education department official.

Allegations have also sur-
faced suggesting that funds
were diverted to the Gruhal-
akshmi scheme ahead of the
Davanagere South and
Bagalkot bypolls held on
April 9.

The government is said to
have diverted about Rs 6,000
crore as payment was due for
about three months.

Officials in the treasury de-
partment said efforts are un-
der way to arrange funds and
expressed hope that pending
salaries would be disbursed
by Monday. However, uncer-
tainty persists for many of the
state's estimated 6.4 lakh em-

ployees.

Teachers say the delay has
disrupted household finances
at a crucial time of the year.
This is the time we pay school
fees and for uniforms. The de-
lay is worrying, said a teacher
in Sanjaynagar.

An employee from the
stamps and registration de-
partment said their depart-
ment was yet to receive funds
required to disburse salaries,
indicating gaps in allocation
and release of grants.

While CS Shadakshari,
President of the Karnataka
State Government Employees'
Association, described such
delays in April as not uncom-
mon and largely technical,

another association member
reported widespread com-
plaints, particularly from
teachers. We heard that the
finance department has been
releasing grants partially for
payment of salaries, the of-
fice-bearer added. However,
Ritesh Kumar Singh, Princi-
pal Secretary, State Finance
Department, dismissed claims
of salary funds being diverted
to the Gruhalakshmi scheme.
In some departments Drawing
and Disbursing Officers
(DDOs) are a little laidback.
Salary disbursement is dele-
gated to the department
heads. There is no reason why
a government official will not
get his salary, he added.
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Nearly 90L
voters on final
list for GBA polls

BENGALURU

The final electoral roll for up-
coming elections to 5 city
corporations under Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
has pegged the electorate at
around 88.95 lakh voters, set-
ting the stage for elections in
369 wards across the city.

From the previous draft list
published on March 9, which
stood at 88.92 lakh voters, the
count has increased by 2,833
voters in the final list pub-
lished.

The electorate comprises
around 45.7 lakh men, 43.2
lakh women, and 1,635 oth-
ers, with over 8,023 polling
stations mapped across the
city. The polling stations from
the draft 8,044 have been re-

duced to 8,023 in the final
list.

The revision process, which
began in early Jan, included
multiple stages, from draft
publication and inviting ob-
jections twice to final correc-
tions, to eliminate duplication
or errors in the rolls.

Ward-wise data indicates
notable variation in voter
strength, with some wards re-
cording significantly higher
electorate than others.

Subramanyapura ward of
South City Corporation has
the highest number at 53,660
voters, while Vijayanagar
ward continues to have the
fewest voters at 12,897.Elec-
tion machinery will now shift
focus to poll scheduling and
logistics.

Woman kidnaps
sister, husband over
monetary issues

BENGALURU

A 31-year-old homemaker,
her husband and their associ-
ate have been arrested on
charges of kidnapping the
homemaker's younger sister
and her husband over a mon-
etary fight and locking them
inside a house.

Based on the complaint
filed by victim Pruthvi, a res-
ident of Dhruvadhama resi-
dential layout in Electronics
City, Hebbagodi police arrest-
ed her elder sister, S Prafulla,
her husband Saleem Sheik
and their associate identified
as Beeresh on charges of kid-
napping, assault and illegal
detention.According to Pruth-
vi, she took a handloan of Rs
9.5 lakh sometime back, on
interest. I was paying a
monthly instalment of Rs

75,000. Till June last year, I
repaid a total of Rs 2.7 lakh.
Since I had some difficulties,
I requested my brother-in-law
Saleem Sheik to give some
time. However, my sister and
Sheik shouted at us for not
paying the remaining due. Ac-
cordingly, I paid Rs 2.5 lakh
more in a few more monthly
instalments. I requested Sheik
to give us time till this June
end to repay the remaining
amount, Pruthvi said. Accord-
ing to Pruthvi, her sister visit-
ed her house in the wee hours
of April 15. Prafulla, Sheik
and Beeresh hit me and my
husband Abhijeet and issued
dire threats for non-payment.
They expressed dismay over
my police complaint I made
in June last year, saying Pra-
fulla and Sheik were harass-
ing me.

BWSSB’S PUSH FOR TREATED WATER
STALLED BY LACK OF NORMS

BENGALURU

The hotter summer this year,
and the forecast of a be-
low-normal monsoon in Kar-
nataka, has led Bengaluru
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) to revive its
push for use of treated water.

In April 2024, BWSSB
signed a pact with Bangalore
Apartments' Federation
(BAF) to promote reuse and
sale of treated water. There
was no progress at the time,
with officials attributing it to
the lack of demand. Now,
BWSSB and BAF are plan-
ning to ask data centres and
the construction industry to
use treated water. We will
hold a meeting next week
with apartment associations
and data centres to chart a
course of action on using
treated water, so that their
needs can be met without put-
ting more pressure on fresh-
water sources.

BWSSB and BAF are
planning to ask data
centres and the
construction industry to
use treated water.

Apartments are ready for
this, and we will soon take
this forward, BWSSB Chair-
man Ram Prasath Manohar
said. Usually, apartment com-
plexes are allowed to sell sur-
plus treated water at Rs 8 per
kilolitre, with BWSSB buying
it at Rs 10 but retaining Rs 2
as service charge. However,
neither a functional supply
network nor a dedicated fleet
of tankers has been created to
move this treated water from
apartment STPs to industries,
parks, or construction sites
that could use it.

From the time the mandato-
ry STP rule came into force,
surplus treated water in apart-
ment complexes continues to
go to waste.

‘Focus is on water reuse’

K Arun Kumar, BAF's

General Secretary, said,

revenue is secondary;
the focus is on water
reuse. Nearly 50 percent
of supplied water to
apartment complexes

is treated, and we are exploring its uses in parks and

beyond. However, we need a clear, government-ap-

proved framework as not a litre has been lifted so far

by government. The government made the rules on

mandatory STPs, so they should solve the problems
as well.

According to BAF's esti-
mates, decentralised STPs in
city's apartment complexes
produce about 300 Million
Litres Per Day (MLD) of
treated used water, and anoth-
er 400 MLD is available from
BWSSB STPs. The estimated
citywide demand for treated
water is substantial, 150 MLD

for flushing and landscaping,
100 MLD for industrial oper-
ations, 300 MLD for con-
struction industry, and 100
MLD for cooling systems in
data centres and tech parks.
However, this demand can be
met by the STPs in apartment
complexes and those under
BWSSB.

Massive fire
breaks out at
scrap warehouse
in Hesaraghatta,

BEGNALURU

A major fire accident was re-
ported at a scrap storage
warehouse in Hesaraghatta on
the outskirts of Bengaluru,
causing panic in the area and
destroying a large quantity of
stored materials.

According to initial infor-
mation, the fire broke out in a
godown where scrap items
had been stocked in huge vol-
umes.

Within a short time, the
flames spread rapidly, with
the highly flammable scrap
materials catching fire and in-
tensifying the blaze.

Lenskart clarifies store dress
code after online backlash

BENGALURU

Eyewear retailer Lenskart
said it will standardise its in-
store style guidelines to ex-
plicitly allow employees to
wear symbols of faith, follow-
ing criticism on social media
over an earlier internal docu-
ment that appeared to restrict
such expression.The backlash
was triggered by posts on X,
where users shared screen-
shots of what they claimed
was the company's internal
style guide. The document,
widely circulated online, ap-
peared to prohibit items such
as religious tilak and bindis,
while prescribing specific
rules for accessories like hi-
jabs and turbans. Several us-

FROM 73% T0 86%

ers alleged that the policy was
discriminatory and violated
constitutional protections on
religious freedom. Criticism
intensified over the past few
days, with some accounts ac-
cusing the company of bias
and questioning its workplace
practices. The issue gained
further traction after users
claimed that community notes
or clarifications on the plat-
form had been removed, fuel-
ling the controversy. Re-
sponding publicly, Lenskart
said it had heard its commu-
nity and would make its style
guide more transparent. The
company clarified that its up-
dated guidelines explicitly
and unambiguously welcome
every symbol of faith .

Experts call for dedicated dept for research
on mental health apps

BENGALURU

Mental health experts empha-
sised the need for a full-
fledged department or centre
for applied research on digital
mental health applications at
a three-day meeting that was
convened at NIMHANS and
concluded Friday.

The meeting on Digital
Technologies for Mental
Health: Evolving Policy and
Regulatory Recommendations
for Safe Use, was convened
by NIMHANS-ICMR Centre
for Advanced Research
(CAR) on Digital Interven-
tions for Mental Health Care
in collaboration with the
SHUT Unit at NIMHANS.

One of the recommenda-

tions made by the CAR was a
dedicated department/centre
to generate implementa-
tion-focused evidence and
support the integration of dig-
ital tools into training and
care through public-private
collaboration, while also fo-
cusing on real-world effec-
tiveness, user safety and re-
sponsible use.Dr Mohan
Isaac, Clinical Professor of
Psychiatry at University of
Western Australia, reflecting
on the recommendations,
said, I strongly hope the govt
takes this forward. Seconding
this, Dr Prabha S Chandra,
Director of Nimhans, said, it
is time to establish depart-
ments of digital mental health
and digital health in every or-

ganisation. This is now a spe-
cialty in itself and requires
dedicated attention, and I be-
lieve this is the direction in
which the future is heading.

Dr Prabha added while the
focus of the conclave was on
mental health apps, other as-
pects of the digital mental
health ecosystem also had to
be addressed. I would urge
CAR to treat this as one in a
series of consultations, with
each area requiring separate
attention and recommenda-
tions in the context of mental
health, she said, adding that it
is important to identify groups
that are already working on
this subject, learn from their
work and build on existing
efforts.

Planned intervention drove PU result turnaround: Min

BENGALURU

Karnataka’s jump to a record
86.4 percent pass percentage
in IT PU exam-1 this year fol-
lows a series of tightly coor-
dinated interventions by the
state primary and secondary
education department under
Minister Madhu Bangarappa,
with officials pointing to
structural changes rather than
a one-time surge.

Calling it a result of
planned academic interven-
tion, Bangarappa told that the
focus was on strengthening

the entire teaching-learning
cycle. We ensured timely
completion of syllabus, stan-
dardised preparation tools and
monitoring of academic prog-

ress in colleges.

One of the key measures
was mandating completion of
the syllabus by December,
giving students time for revi-

sion and practice. This created
a structured preparation win-
dow before the exam, which
was missing earlier, the Min-
ister said.

The department also en-
sured the early appointment
of guest lecturers from June.
Availability of teachers from
day one helped avoid learning
gaps, especially in govern-
ment colleges, he said. For
the first time, uniform aca-
demic support material was
rolled out statewide. We intro-
duced subject-wise blueprints,
model question papers and

exhaustive question banks so
that students clearly under-
stand the pattern and expecta-
tions, he added.

A major shift came with the
conduct of two state-level
preparatory examinations us-
ing centrally set papers. These
exams helped us identify stu-
dent-wise and subject-wise
gaps. Based on that, targeted
interventions were taken at
the college level, the Minister
said. To track the implemen-
tation, the department intro-
duced large-scale academic
monitoring.

Judges who fall prey to
greed must be weeded out’

BENGALURU

The Supreme Court has ac-
cepted the recommendations
for the second National Judi-
cial Salary, and judges who
can no longer live on their
earnings and who are prone to
greed and temptation should
stay away from the judicial
system, said Supreme Court
Justice BV Nagaratna.

She was speaking at the
22nd Biennial State Level
Conference of Judicial Offi-
cers held at the Dr Babu Ra-
jendra Prasad International

Auditorium of GKVK.
Judges should be coura-
geous and independent in per-
forming their duties. They
should not be influenced by
external considerations while
deciding cases. There can be
no 'coordination' while decid-
ing cases. He said that the
tainted decision of judges is a
black mark on the judges and
the judiciary.One should be
careful while using Artificial
Intelligence (Al) for legal re-
search. There are instances
where artificial intelligence
has produced false case laws.
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Man found dead
in car, murder
suspected

BENGALURU
A man who had left
home early Sunday
morning was found dead
in a car on Manipal Coun-
ty Road. The deceased is
Narayanappa (56), a res-
ident of Basapura.
Narayanappa had left
home at 5 am. Later, he
was found dead ina
Swift car. The public,
seeing the body in the
car, informed the police.
Narayanappa’s body was
found with injuries on his
face and chest. The Elec-
tronic City police, who ar-
rived at the scene, in-
spected the scene and
informed the family. The
family has alleged that
he was murdered, left in
a car and left on the road.
It is suspected that he
was murdered for money.
The police, who have reg-
istered a complaint re-
garding the incident, are
investigating. The body
has been sent to St.
John'’s Hospital for a
post-mortem examina-
tion.

BCMC chief visits
offices of revenue
officials

BENGALURU
Bengaluru Central Munic-
ipal Corporation (BCMC)

Development Commis-
sioner Daljit Kumar on
Sunday visited the offices
of revenue officers of 6
divisions under the juris-
diction of the corporation
and mustering places to
review the steps being
taken for the census
work. He enquired about
the attendance of the
enumerators who were
appointed as enumera-
tors for the census work.
He instructed to issue no-
tices to those who were
absent from duty. He
asked them to distribute
census kits to the enu-
merators.

Fire breaks
out at Bellandur
lake

BENGALURU
A fire incident was re-
ported at Bellandur Lake
in Bengaluru early Sun-
day morning, creating
concern among residents
and authorities.
According to initial infor-
mation, the blaze broke
out during the early hours
of the day. Soon after the
incident was noticed,
teams from the fire and
emergency services
rushed to the spot and
began operations to bring
the situation under con-
trol.Fire fighters were
seen actively working to
extinguish the flames
and prevent the fire from
spreading further. The
exact reason behind the
fire has not yet been
identified, and officials
are yet to confirm what
triggered the incident.
The development comes
at a time when efforts are
underway to improve and
restore the lake. The lake
is currently being devel-
oped by the Bangalore
Development Authority.
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- CENSUS 2027: DOOR-TO-DOOR SURVEY BEGINS

House- to house survey underway as enumerators collect detailed data on homes, families, facilities, and assets across GBA limits

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Census 2027 exercise has
officially begun within the
GBA limits, with enumerators
visiting households to collect
detailed information as part of
the nationwide population sur-
vey. Residents can expect
door-to-door visits where of-
ficials will gather a wide
range of data related to hous-
ing, family details, amenities,
and economic status.During
these visits, enumerators will
first record basic information
about the house. This includes

the building number, materials
used for the floor, walls, and
roof, the purpose of the build-
ing, whether residential or
commercial, and the overall
condition of the house.
Officials will then collect
key details about the family
living in the house. This in-
cludes the total number of
family members, the name of
the head of the household,
along with their gender and
caste category, including SC/
ST or others. Information on
ownership status of the house,
number of rooms, and the

number of families or groups
living within the same premis-
es will also be noted.

A major part of the survey
focuses on household facili-
ties. Enumerators will ask
about the source and availabil-
ity of drinking water, types of
toilet facilities, sanitation sys-
tems, and whether the house
has water supply connections.
Details about bathroom facili-
ties, kitchen availability, LPG
or PNG connections, and
cooking fuel used will also be
recorded.The survey will fur-
ther capture information on

household assets. Residents
will be asked whether they
own items such as a radio,
television, mobile phone, in-
ternet connection, computer or
laptop. Ownership of vehicles
like bicycles and motor vehi-
cles, as well as bank or post
office accounts, will also be
documented. In addition, enu-
merators will gather other im-
portant details such as the
main cereal consumed in the
household and the employ-
ment status of family mem-
bers, including both employed
and unemployed individuals.

KSCA denies link to alleged
ticket resale irregularities

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) on Sun-
day categorically denied any
connection to entities or indi-
viduals under investigation
for allegedly procuring and
reselling cricket match tickets
at inflated prices.

In an official statement is-
sued by spokesperson Vinay
Mruthyunjaya, the association
clarified that it is neither the
ticketing agency nor the sell-
ing authority for Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru matches.
Ticket sales to the general
public, it said, are handled ex-
clusively through the fran-
chise’s authorised channels
and designated partners.

KSCA stated that it only re-
ceives a limited allocation of
tickets, which are distributed
strictly among affiliated crick-
et clubs, permanent members,
and select statutory or govern-
ment authorities associated
with its operations. “KSCA
does not sell tickets to the
general public,” the statement
emphasised.

Addressing reports linking
the association to the ongoing
probe, KSCA asserted that the
entities being investigated

IPL black ticket racket widens,

DNA firm under scanner

BENGALURU: The investigation into the illegal sale
of IPL tickets in the black market has taken a new turn,
with authorities widening their probe and issuing no-
tices to key entities.The case, which had already drawn
attention following a stampede-related incident,
has now brought fresh trouble for a private ticketing
agency. The Central Crime Branch (CCB) has issued
a notice to DNA, the firm responsible for managing
ticket distribution.The development follows the arrest
of a man identified as Chandrashekhar, who was
allegedly involved in selling IPL tickets illegally. During
guestioning, the accused revealed links to a member
of the Karnataka State Cricket Association. According
to police sources, Chandrashekhar, who worked in a
hotel catering unit inside M Chinnaswamy Stadium,
was reportedly used as a channel to sell tickets in the
black market. He is said to have named KSCA member
Ganesh Harikesh during the investigation.

The probe has now shifted focus to how the tickets
were originally sourced.

have no direct or indirect as-
sociation with it. It further
clarified that the individuals
involved in the matter are not
members of the association.
The association affirmed its
commitment to fully cooper-
ate with investigating author-
ities and urged a thorough

probe to identify those re-
sponsible and take appropri-
ate legal action.KSCA, under
the leadership of B. K. Ven-
katesh Prasad, reiterated its
dedication to maintaining
transparency, integrity, and
the promotion of cricket
across Karnataka.

Authorities push for better
waste handling, transparency

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Until now, residents were
largely separating waste only
into wet and dry categories.
While some areas had begun
separating sanitary waste, it
was not consistently followed
across the city.Under the new-
ly implemented Solid Waste
Management Rules 2026, seg-
regation into four types is
now compulsory. These in-
clude wet waste, dry waste,
sanitary waste and domestic
hazardous waste. Wet waste
refers to biodegradable mate-
rial such as food and organic
waste. Dry waste includes
items that can be recycled,
such as plastic, paper and
metal. Sanitary waste covers
items used for personal hy-
giene, which were earlier of-
ten mixed with other waste.
The fourth category, domestic
hazardous waste, includes
materials that require special
care during disposal.

The move is aimed at im-
proving waste handling prac-
tices and ensuring safer and
more efficient disposal sys-
tems across the city.To
strengthen monitoring and
bring in greater transparency,
authorities are also planning

Domestic

Hazardous

‘Public, agencies need to join hands’

Officials emphasised that the new system will require
active participation from residents and better
coordination from civic agencies to ensure its success.
With the new rules coming into force, authorities are
now focusing on spreading awareness and ensuring
strict compliance to improve overall waste
management in the city.

to introduce a centralised
online system. A dedicated
digital portal will be
launched soon to track daily
waste management opera-
tions and maintain accurate
records of infrastructure and
collection processes.This
system is expected to help
officials closely monitor
waste segregation, stream-
line operations and identify
gaps in implementation.The
initiative was discussed in
detail during a public meet-
ing organised by the Banga-

A major change has been
introduced in the city’s
waste management
system, with authorities
making it mandatory to
segregate garbage into
four different categories
instead of the existing
two.

lore Solid Waste Manage-
ment Limited, where the
new rules and their imple-
mentation strategy were pre-
sented.

RAPIDO RIDER TURNS BURGLAR: COPS
CRACKRS 35L GOLD THEFT CASE

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A case of house theft in Ben-
galuru has taken a serious
turn, with police arresting a
man who allegedly used his
job as a bike taxi rider to
identify and target houses.
The accused, identified as
Nagaraj, had come to Benga-
luru from Mandya in search
of work. However, instead of
regular employment, he is
accused of getting involved
in thefts across the city.
According to the police,
Nagaraj was working as a
rider with Rapido. During his
trips, he would move around
residential areas and closely
observe houses that were
locked during the daytime.
These houses were then
marked as targets.
Investigations revealed that
he carried out thefts in broad
daylight, specifically choos-
ing homes that were locked
and unattended. Police said
the accused was addicted to
online betting, which pushed
him towards committing
crimes to arrange money.
He was arrested by the Ti-
lak Nagar Police Station in
connection with a house bur-

glary case. During question-
ing, it was found that he had
previously been arrested by
Ramamurthy Nagar Police
Station in a similar house
theft case.

Shockingly, within just one
week of being released from
jail, Nagaraj allegedly com-
mitted another burglary un-
der the Tilak Nagar police
limits.

In the latest case, he is ac-
cused of stealing gold orna-
ments worth around Rs 35
lakh. However, he could not
sell the stolen jewellery. In-
stead, he hid the valuables
inside the storage compart-
ment of a two-wheeler.

Police said he parked the
bike near a park in Rama-
murthy Nagar and kept the
gold hidden inside an Activa

scooter’s dickey to avoid sus-
picion.

Further investigation also
revealed that the accused had
provided a false address
while registering as a Rapido
rider.

Before taking up bike taxi
work, Nagaraj had worked as
a delivery boy for Swiggy
and Zomato. After his release
from jail, he resumed work
as a Rapido rider, which he
allegedly used as a cover to
continue criminal activities.

The accused is currently in
police custody, and Tilak
Nagar police are carrying out
detailed interrogation to un-
cover more details about his
activities.4-way waste segre-
gation now mandatory in
Bengaluru City under new
2026 rules

Cong never
wanted
reservation for
women: Thakur

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Former Union Minister Anu-
rag Thakur launched a scath-
ing attack, saying that the
Congress never wanted reser-
vation for women. Only their
families wanted power.

Addressing the media at the
Malleshwaram BJP office on
Sunday, he said that it was the
Congress and the opposition
that stabbed women in the
back. They have stopped the
Women's Reservation Bill
five times. They should be
ashamed. The Congress stood
for the bill because there is an
election in 2023. Now the
same Congress has stabbed
women in the back. They can
go to Wayanad or anywhere
and contest. He criticised that
the Congress did not give this
opportunity to other women.

They spread the news that
there would be losses in
South India. But no state
would lose. No state in the
country would lose, it would
only gain. The Lok Sabha
seats of all states would in-
crease by 50%.

Hosakote to get cold storage worth Rs 50 cr

.- £

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A plan to build a new cold
storage with a capacity of 10
metric tons near Jadigenahal-
li village in the taluk at a cost
of Rs 50 crore will be brought
soon to ensure that the fruits
and vegetables grown by
farmers last for a long time,
said MLA Sharath Bachegow-
da.Speaking after inaugurat-
ing a programme to distribute
various facilities worth about
Rs 4 crore to beneficiaries
from the Animal Husbandry,
Agriculture, Horticulture and

Sericulture departments, he
said that a program to distrib-
ute facilities worth about Rs 4
crore was organized today to
directly distribute facilities to

the farmers. Among these, the
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment distributed 60 fodder
cutting machines, rubber mats
for cattle, uniforms to cattle

keepers, launched a vaccina-
tion campaign to control foot-
and-mouth disease for cattle
and inaugurated a new assem-
bly hall. The Agriculture De-
partment distributed assistance
to farmers who had construct-
ed agricultural wells under the
Krishibagya scheme to benefi-
ciaries. The Sericulture De-
partment distributed electrical
space, power weeder, 4-stroke
brushcutter, plastic moonshine
and the Horticulture Depart-
ment distributed honey. He
said that a program has been
organized to distribute assis-

tance for irrigation, green-
houses, construction of agri-
cultural wells, installation of
tractor-based boomers, solar
pump sets.The state Congress
government is providing only
five categories and there is a
lack of proper facilities for
other categories, which is far
from the truth. The depart-
ments of agriculture, horticul-
ture and silk have distributed
facilities worth Rs 4 crore to
farmers, steps have been taken
to build cold storage, assis-
tance has been distributed to
farmers by BAMUL.

FTI Jn works trigger major
traffic diversions in Rajajinagar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Heavy vehicles, BMTC buses
and light vehicles to follow
separate diversion routes on
Outer Ring Road to ease con-
gestion during ongoing con-
struction.

The Rajajinagar Traffic Po-
lice have introduced traffic
diversions starting Saturday
in view of ongoing construc-
tion work at the FTI Junction
on the Outer Ring Road.

The changes have been put
in place to ensure smoother
movement of vehicles and to
reduce congestion in the busy
stretch.

For heavy vehicles travel-
ling from Surana College
Junction towards Krishnan-
danagar or Mahalakshmi Lay-
out, a specific diversion route
has been outlined. These ve-
hicles must take a left turn at
Surana College, proceed to
take a U-turn at SRS Junction,
then turn right at the CMTI
signal, and finally take a left
at Lorry Terminal Cross to
reach their destination.

Public transport has also
been affected. Bangalore Met-
ropolitan Transport Corpora-
tion buses heading from
CMTI Junction towards Su-
manahalli or Nayandahalli
will not pass under the FTI
bridge. Instead, they will use
the flyover and continue their
journey via Dr Rajkumar Sa-
madhi.

Light vehicles, including
cars and two-wheelers, have
been given a separate route.
Motorists travelling towards
Mahalakshmi Layout from
the Surana College side are
required to turn left near the
FTI bridge, take a U-turn at
the CMTI signal, and then
turn left at Lorry Terminal
Cross.

Traffic police officials have
urged commuters to follow
the new directions carefully
and cooperate with authorities
during this period. The tem-
porary diversions are aimed at
minimising inconvenience
and ensuring that traffic con-
tinues to move smoothly de-
spite the construction work.

‘BJP plotting 'political surgical strike' on
South in name of women's reservation’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister and
KPCC President DK Shivaku-
mar has launched a strong at-
tack, saying that the NDA
government at the Centre has
hatched a 'heinous conspiracy'
to erase the political identity
of South India under the guise
of women empowerment.He
expressed outrage in the pub-
lication, saying that the Wom-
en's Reservation Bill that the
BJP is going to implement is
just a 'magic trick' and a 'polit-
ical surgical strike' to snatch
the rights of the southern
states.The trick of constituen-
cy redistribution: The Con-
gress party has been adamant
that women should get politi-
cal power. Those who op-

posed Rajiv Gandhi's reserva-
tion in local bodies are now
chanting for women's reserva-
tion. However, the condition
that 'constituency redistribu-
tion' must happen for this res-
ervation to be implemented is
illogical. Instead of providing
immediate justice to women,
this is a conspiracy to post-
pone reservation and use the
redistribution to the advantage
of the BJP, they have said.
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Gowrammakere Road Delay Triggers Public Anger

LONG-DELAYED CONSTRUCTION OF GOWRAMMAKERE MAIN ROAD DISRUPTS DAILY LIFE SEVERELY

Bar Stabbing Case:
20-Year-Old
Arrested

Nelamangala
A man has been arrested
in connection with a stab-
bing incident at Saptagiri
Bar in Dabaspet in Nela-
mangala taluk. The ac-
cused, Mohammed Sufi-
yan (20), a resident of
Pavagada, is alleged to
have stabbed a bar sup-
plier on April 11. The vic-
tim, Sanju, a supplier from
Kundgol in Dharwad dis-
trict, sustained injuries to
his arm after being at-
tacked with a knife during
the incident. Following
the complaint, a case was
registered at the Dabas-
pet police station. Police
investigation led to the ar-
rest of the accused, who
has now been remanded
to Parappana Agrahara
Central Prison. Further in-
quiries into the incident
are underway. Police said
details of motive are be-
ing verified. Authorities
have stated that appro-
priate legal action will fol-
low based on the investi-
gation findings.

Burglars loot Rs1.80
lakh cash, liquor from
barand temple

Nelamangala
A series of burglaries were
reported in Dabaspet, Nel-
amangala taluk, Bengalu-
ru, where thieves targeted
a barand a temple and
escaped with cash and
liquor. According to police,
unidentified miscreants
attempted to cut the
CCTV camera wires at the
Muneshwara Temple on
Kengal Road and also
tried to lock the premises
but failed. The same gang
broke into SLV Comfort
Bar owned by Srinivas us-
ing iron rods and sticks to
force open the door. They
stole around Rs 1.80 lakh
from the cash counter
along with a large number
of liquor bottles and water
bottles. The theft came to
light when temple priests
arrived in the morning and
noticed the damage.

Assault on Revenue
Officerin Nelamangala
Village

Nelamangala
In a shocking incident at
Koolipura village under
the Nelamangala Munici-
pal Corporation limits, a
revenue officer of the Nel-
amangala Municipal
Council was allegedly as-
saulted. According to po-
lice, the accused have
been identified as Nar-
asimha Murthy, Nagaraj,
and M. Narasimha. The
officer sustained injuries
in the attack and was im-
mediately shifted to Nela-
mangala General Hospi-
tal, where he is undergo-
ing treatment.
Following the incident, lo-
cal authorities acted
swiftly and detained all
three accused persons. A
case has been registered
at the Nelamangala Rural
police station,and anin-
vestigation has been initi-
ated to determine the cir-
cumstances that led to
the assault.

RAMANAGARA

The prolonged delay in the
construction of Gowrammak-
ere main road, a key stretch in
Magadi town of Bengaluru
South District, has become a
major source of inconve-
nience for residents and daily
commuters. The incomplete
roadwork has significantly
affected traffic movement,
public safety, and basic acces-
sibility in the region, leading
to growing frustration among
locals.Residents report that
the condition of the road has
worsened over time due to the

halted construction activities.
Large sections of the road re-
main unfinished, making it
difficult for motorists, includ-
ing two-wheelers and
four-wheelers, to navigate
safely. During peak hours,

traffic congestion has become
a regular issue, with vehicles
moving slowly through un-
even and damaged stretches.
A major concern raised by
the public is the accumulation
of sewage water on the road.

Due to poor drainage manage-
ment and incomplete infra-
structure work, wastewater
frequently overflows onto the
main stretch. This has created
unhygienic conditions and in-
creased the risk of accidents,
especially for commuters who
are forced to pass through wa-
terlogged areas.Locals have
strongly criticized the con-
tractor responsible for the
project, alleging negligence
and lack of accountability.
According to residents, re-
peated delays and poor coor-
dination have left the project
unfinished for an extended

period. Many believe that the
pace of work does not match
the urgency required for a
road that serves as a primary
route for daily transportation
and local commerce.Pedestri-
ans are also facing severe dif-
ficulties as walking through
the area has become unsafe.
Shop owners along the stretch
report a decline in customer
visits due to accessibility is-
sues, further affecting local
business activity. Emergency
vehicles, including ambulanc-
es, are also said to be strug-
gling to navigate the damaged
road during urgent situations.

Community members have
urged local authorities to in-
tervene and ensure that con-
struction work is completed
without further delay. They
have also demanded stricter
monitoring of contractors to
prevent similar situations in
future infrastructure projects.
The ongoing situation high-
lights broader concerns about
urban infrastructure planning
and execution in rapidly
growing regions. With in-
creasing public pressure, res-
idents are hoping for immedi-
ate corrective measures to
restore safe and smooth .

Chitradurga Police Bust
Illegal Brothel Racket

CHITRADURGA

The Chitradurga city police
conducted a major raid on an
alleged illegal prostitution
network operating from a res-
idential area in Vidyanagar,
Chitradurga, leading to the
arrest of two individuals and
the rescue of two women who
were being exploited in the
operation. The coordinated
action was carried out follow-
ing specific intelligence in-
puts received by the police
regarding unlawful activities
being conducted inside a pri-
vate house.

According to officials, the
police team conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the prem-
ises and found evidence sug-
gesting that the location was
being used as a center for ille-
gal commercial sexual ex-
ploitation. During the opera-
tion, two accused individuals
identified as Asina Bhanu and
Ashwak were taken into cus-
tody on the spot. Preliminary
investigation indicates that
both individuals were actively
involved in managing and fa-

Two accused arrested
and two women rescued
in major raid operation

cilitating the illegal activities
from the residential property.

Authorities stated that the
accused had been allegedly
using the house to illegally
detain women and force them
into prostitution-related activ-
ities. The raid resulted in the
safe rescue of two women
who were found inside the
premises at the time of the op-
eration. The rescued individ-
uals were immediately pro-
vided with protection and
were moved to a safe location
for further counseling and as-
sistance as per standard proto-
col.The operation was con-

ducted under the supervision
of Chitradurga Superintendent
of Police Ranjith Kumar, who
directed the team to ensure a
swift and thorough response
based on the received intelli-
gence. Police officials also
carried out a detailed search
of the premises to collect ad-
ditional evidence that could
support the ongoing investi-
gation.Following the raid, a
formal case has been regis-
tered at the Chitradurga Nagar
police station under relevant
sections of law related to ille-
gal confinement and human
exploitation. Investigators are
now working to determine
whether the accused are part
of a larger network operating
in the region and are also ex-
amining possible financial
transactions linked to the ille-
gal activity.Authorities have
confirmed that further inqui-
ries are underway and addi-
tional arrests may be made as
the investigation progresses.
Police have also appealed to
the public to report any suspi-
cious activities that may be
connected to similar illegal.t

Class 9 Student
Drowns in Pond
While Swimming
with Friends

CHITRADURGA

A tragic incident was reported
from Hangal village in Mo-
lakalmuru taluk of Chitradurga
district, where a school student
lost his life after drowning in
an agricultural pond. The inci-
dent occurred on Sunday after-
noon and has left the local
community in deep shock and
grief. The deceased has been
identified as Karthik, a Class 9
student from Hangal village.
According to initial informa-
tion, Karthik had gone out
with his friends during the
summer vacation and decided
to swim in a nearby agricultur-
al pond located in the village
outskirts. What began as a ca-
sual outing turned into a tragic
accident when the boy report-
edly struggled in the water and
drowned.Eyewitnesses stated
that Karthik and his friends en-
tered the pond to swim without
realizing the depth and poten-
tial danger of the water body.
While the other children man-
aged to stay safe, Karthik was
unable to return to the surface
after entering deeper waters.

No blazers, ties
for students
amid heatwave

CHAMARAJANAGAR

In view of rising tempera-
tures, Shreeroopa, Deputy
Commissioner of Chamara-
janagar, has directed all edu-
cational institutions not to
compel students to wear blaz-
ers, ties, or heavy uniforms.
The order comes as the dis-
trict recorded a maximum
temperature of 38.8°C, raising
concerns over student health
and safety. The directive ap-
plies to all government, aided,
and private schools and col-
leges across the district.Offi-
cials stated that wearing
heavy clothing during heat-
wave conditions could ad-
versely impact students, lead-
ing to discomfort and heat-re-
lated illnesses. Institutions
have been asked to allow
light, loose, and comfortable
attire while maintaining disci-
pline.As part of precautionary
measures, schools and colleges
must ensure the availability of
clean drinking water in all
classrooms. Authorities have
also advised avoiding outdoor
activities during peak afternoon
hours and creating awareness
among students about heat-
wave-related health risks.

MLA Inspects Proposed Food Court

Sites, Pushes U

CHITRADURGA

The focus on transforming
Chitradurga city into a more
organized and visually im-
proved urban centre continues
as local legislator K.C. Veer-
endra Pappi visited several
locations on Sunday to in-
spect proposed food court
sites and interact with resi-
dents regarding civic issues.
During his visit to the Kela-
kote area, the MLA reviewed
multiple public spaces, in-
cluding the stretch in front of
Saraswati Law College,
where roadside informal stalls
currently operate. He stated
that the core objective of the
development initiative is to
enhance the overall appear-
ance and functionality of Chi-
tradurga city while ensuring
better facilities for small ven-
dors and the public. He em-
phasized that detailed devel-
opment plans have already
been prepared following dis-
cussions with district admin-
istration officials, including
the Deputy Commissioner.
As part of the urban rede-
velopment plan, the city mu-
nicipal authorities are work-
ing on removing unauthorized
roadside temporary stalls and
replacing them with struc-

MIDNIGHT GAS PANIC

tured food court complexes.
According to the MLA, these
food courts will be designed
to provide essential amenities
such as electricity, clean
drinking water, and proper
sanitation facilities. He noted
that this transition will not
only improve hygiene and
traffic management but also
benefit vendors by giving
them a more stable and orga-
nized business environment.
He also appealed to street
vendors and residents for co-
operation, stating that public
support is essential for the
successful implementation of
the project. He added that
similar food court develop-
ment initiatives will be ex-
tended to multiple parts of the
city in the coming phases.
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In addition to the develop-
ment review, the MLA lis-
tened to grievances raised by
residents of Kelakote, partic-
ularly concerns regarding
safety and infrastructure. Res-
idents of Bovi Colony high-
lighted issues related to a
drainage canal where retain-
ing walls have partially col-
lapsed, posing a risk to chil-
dren who frequently play
nearby. Responding to these
concerns, he directed munici-
pal officials, including the
city commissioner, to imme-
diately inspect the site more
important.

Municipal officials and lo-
cal residents accompanied the
visit, providing inputs and
participating in discussions on
future development plans.

Residents Awakened Overnight Over Gas Cylinder Concernst

CHITRADURGA

Residents of a quiet neighbor-
hood in Holalkere town of
Chitradurga district experi-
enced a sudden disturbance
late at night after reports of a
suspected gas cylinder issue
caused alarm among locals.
According to eyewitnesses,
several households were
abruptly awakened as word
spread that a gas cylinder
might have been leaking or
posing a potential danger in
the area.

The incident reportedly

took place in the late hours,
when most residents were
asleep. A few individuals no-
ticed unusual activity and a
possible smell associated with

gas, which quickly raised
concerns about safety. Within
minutes, people began step-
ping out of their homes to un-
derstand the situation, creat-

ing a sense of urgency and
confusion in the locality.
One of the local residents,
who was present at the scene,
stated that the primary con-
cern was to ensure that no
immediate harm occurred due
to a possible leak. Neighbors
alerted each other and took
precautionary steps, including
keeping a safe distance and
avoiding any activity that
could trigger a fire. Some in-
dividuals also attempted to
identify the exact source of
the issue while ensuring that
others remained cautious.

The situation drew a small
crowd as more residents gath-
ered, worried about the safety
of their families and property.
Despite the tense atmosphere,
there were no immediate re-
ports of injuries or damage.
Authorities or emergency ser-
vices were expected to be in-
formed promptly to assess
and handle the situation more
effectively.

Incidents like these high-
light the importance of aware-
ness and preparedness when
dealing with household gas
cylinders.

Severe drought conditions leave growers
facing financial hardship

Farmers Struggle
after Crop Loss
and Debt

CHITRADURGA

Farmers in parts of Chitradu-
rga district are facing an in-
creasingly difficult situation
as prolonged dry conditions
and erratic rainfall have se-
verely impacted agricultural
productivity. In several villag-
es, including those dependent
on seasonal rains, crops have
withered before reaching ma-
turity, leaving growers with-
out expected income and bur-
dened with mounting debts.

One such case highlights
the struggles of a nut grower
who invested heavily in culti-
vation, hoping for a good har-
vest. However, the lack of
sufficient rainfall and rising
temperatures caused signifi-
cant damage to the crop. The
plants, once green and prom-
ising, now stand dry and life-
less across the fields, reflect-
ing the harsh reality faced by
many farmers in the region.

Agriculture in this area de-
pends largely on timely rains,
but recent weather patterns
have proven unreliable. Farm-
ers who borrowed money for
seeds, fertilizers, and irriga-
tion now find themselves un-
able to recover their invest-
ments.

With little to no yield, re-
paying loans has become a

serious challenge, pushing
many into deeper financial
distress.

Local farmers say that de-
spite their efforts to manage
water resources and protect
their crops, the intensity of
the drought has made it nearly
impossible to sustain farming
activities. Some have consid-
ered shifting to alternative
livelihoods, while others con-
tinue to hope for support from
authorities in the form of re-
lief measures or compensa-
tion.

Experts warn that such re-
curring climate challenges
could have long-term conse-
quences for agricultural sus-
tainability in the region. They
emphasize the need for im-
proved irrigation systems,
drought-resistant crop variet-
ies, and better financial sup-
port mechanisms to help
farmers cope with unpredict-
able conditions.The situation
serves as a reminder of the
vulnerability of rural commu-
nities to climate and econom-
ic pressures. Without timely
intervention and adequate
support, many farmers risk
losing not only their crops but
also their primary means of
livelihood, leading to broader
social and economic concerns
in the district.

Siddhartha Media Award Ceremony

to Honour 35 Municipal Workers

TUMAKURU

The Siddhartha Media Study
Centre, located on the SSIT
campus in Tumakuru, has an-
nounced a two-day state-level
media festival titled “Media
Fest Celebration 2026,”
scheduled for April 23 and 24.
As part of the inaugural pro-
gramme, 35 women munici-
pal workers will be honoured
with the Siddhartha Media
Award in recognition of their
dedicated public service.On
Sunday, the selected civic
workers were formally invited
to the event at the Press Club
premises in Tumakuru. The
invitation programme was led
by the Director of the Sid-
dhartha Media Study Centre,
B.T. Muddesh, who wel-
comed the workers and pre-

sented them with official invi-
tation letters and ceremonial
greetings. The initiative was
described as a gesture to ac-
knowledge the often-unrecog-
nized contributions of munic-
ipal workers in maintaining
urban cleanliness and public
hygiene.According to organ-
isers, the media festival has
been dedicated to civic work-
ers as a mark of respect for
their selfless service. The in-
augural event will feature the
presentation of awards to the
selected 35 women workers,
highlighting their role in sup-
porting the city’s sanitation
system and public wel-
fare.B.T. Muddesh stated that
the festival will also include
various competitions and ac-
ademic activities over the
two-day programme.
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Condemnation over
Removal of MLC
Naseer Ahmed

KOLAR
Leaders of various or-
ganisations in the dis-
trict have condemned
the dismissal of MLC

Naseer Ahmed from the
post of Chief Minister’s
Political Secretary. Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence in Kolar, Dravida
Vimukna Sangha presi-
dent Ananthakeerthi al-
leged that the Congress
high command had dis-
respected a leader of a
community by sacking
senior minority leader
Naseer Ahmed from the
post of political secre-
tary to the Chief Minister.
He said that in the run-
up to the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha elections, two Con-
gress MLAs from Kolar
district and one MLC
had staged a protest
against the party’s deci-
sion and resigned
against AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s de-
cision. However, no ac-
tion was taken against
them, while the action
against minority leader
Naseer Ahmed was
termed condemnable.

Artist’s Protest over
Gomala Encroachment
Sparks Official Action

CHIKKABALLAPUR
An artist’s unique protest
over alleged encroach-
ment of government
grazing land in Vara-
danayakanahalli village
has drawn attention in
Shidlaghatta taluk.
Dhare Prakash, a noted
artist from Varadanay-
akanahalli in Shidlaghatta
taluk, walked to the taluk
office with his cattle while
carrying a portrait of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, demand-
ing justice over alleged il-
legal encroachment of
government gomal land.
He alleged that influential
individuals in the village
were misusing grazing
land meant for public and
Dalit welfare, making life
difficult for the poor. Local
leaders and social activ-
ists, including DSS Taluk
Convener T.A. Chalapathi
and others, extended
support to his protest and
urged authorities to pro-
tect the land. The Tahsil-
dar received the petition
and assured that revenue
officials would inspect
the site and take
appropriate action after
verification.

Life Term for Sister-in-
Lawin Chitradurga
Murder Case

CHITRADURGA
A district court in Chitra-
durga has sentenced a
woman to life imprison-
ment for the murder of
her brother-in-law in a fi-
nancial dispute case. The
incident occurred on Jan-
vary 14,2023, in Sivagan-
ga village, where Basava-
raj was killed following an
argument over money.
Police said the accused,
Radhamma, along with
her associate Thimmaraj,
planned and carried out
the attack after a heated
dispute. The Chitrahalli
Gate police investigated
the case and submitted a
chargesheet before the
court. After examining ev-
idence and witness state-
ments, Additional District
and Sessions Judge Veer-
anna Somashekar pro-
nounced the verdict. Both
accused were awarded
life imprisonment and
fined Rs 50,000 each.
Prosecutor Shamsher Ali
Khan represented the
government during the
trial. The ruling brings clo-
sure to a case that drew
local attention. The court
observed that financial
greed led to the crime and
stressed strict punish-
ment as a deterrent in
similar cases in the region
going forward firmly.
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CylinderBlast Destroys
Hut Iin Chitradurga

Cylinder blast destroys hut in Chitradurga, family loses valuables worth lakhs

CHITRADURGA

A devastating fire accident
triggered by a cylinder explo-
sion completely destroyed a
hut house in Chitradurga dis-
trict, leaving a family in
shock after valuables worth
several lakhs were reduced to
ashes. The incident occurred
at the residence of Chitralin-
gappa, where a sudden blast
in a cooking gas cylinder
caused flames to erupt rapid-
ly. Within minutes, the fire
engulfed the entire structure
due to the highly flammable
materials used in the hut’s
construction, giving the fam-
ily almost no time to salvage
their belongings.

According to preliminary
information, the fire de-
stroyed cash estimated at
nearly three lakh rupees,
along with gold ornaments,
household essentials, and
large quantities of stored food

grains. Residents in the local-
ity reported that the flames
spread at an alarming speed,
making early containment
nearly impossible.

The intensity of the blaze
caused panic among nearby
families, who rushed to the
spot but were unable to enter
the burning structure. The hut,
built with easily combustible
materials, collapsed as the fire
intensified, resulting in total
loss of property and personal
belongings. The incident
highlights the vulnerability of
low-income housing struc-
tures to sudden fire hazards,
especially when fuel storage
and cooking equipment are
involved.

Eyewitnesses described the
scene as chaotic, with thick
smoke and continuous bursts
of flames preventing any im-
mediate rescue efforts before
authorities arrived.

Fortunately, no occupants
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were present inside the house
at the time of the explosion,
preventing what could have
been a major tragedy involv-
ing loss of life. Local officials
confirmed that there were no
injuries reported in the inci-
dent. Fire and Emergency
Services personnel were im-
mediately alerted and rushed
to the location.

After an intense firefighting
operation, they managed to
bring the flames under con-
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trol, although by then the hut
had already been completely
gutted.

Authorities are expected to
assess the total damage and
investigate the exact cause of
the cylinder failure, while
providing necessary support
to the affected family.

The incident has raised con-
cerns among residents about
safety measures while han-
dling domestic gas cylinders
in rural households.

Mass fish deaths reported in historic lake amid severe sumimer heat conditions

Thousands of Fish Dle in

CHITRADURGA

The historic Thimmannayaka-
na Lake on the outskirts of
Chitradurga city is facing a
severe environmental crisis as
thousands of dead fish have
been found floating on its
shrinking waters. The once
vibrant lake, which remained
fully filled for the past three
years due to good monsoon
rainfall, has now drastically
dried up following the intense
summer heat. Rising tempera-
tures have caused rapid evap-
oration, leaving only small
patches of stagnant water in
the lake bed.

Local residents have report-
ed disturbing scenes where
large numbers of dead fish are
floating along the lake’s edg-
es, while several others are
still struggling for survival in
the remaining shallow water.
The strong foul smell from
decomposing fish has spread
across nearby areas, causing
discomfort to residents who
depend on the lake for water
needs and livestock support.

Experts explain that the se-
vere drop in water levels has
resulted in a critical shortage

of oxygen in the lake, making
survival impossible for most
aquatic life. As a result, thou-
sands of fish are believed to
have died over the past few
days due to suffocation and
extreme heat conditions. The
situation has also raised con-
cerns about the long term
health of the lake ecosystem.

Concerned locals have de-
manded immediate action
from authorities to protect the
remaining aquatic life and
prevent further damage. Many
have also urged the govern-
ment to implement emergency
water management measures
to avoid similar incidents in
the future.

Officials from the fisheries
department have acknowl-
edged the issue. Assistant Di-
rector Tulsidas stated that a

Chitradurga Lake

team will soon be dispatched
to the site to assess the situa-
tion and take necessary steps
to safeguard any surviving
fish. He also mentioned that
oxygen levels and water con-
ditions will be examined to
determine possible rescue op-
erations.

Environmental specialists
note that such incidents are
becoming increasingly com-
mon in drought prone regions
where rising temperatures and
irregular rainfall patterns are
severely affecting natural wa-
ter bodies. The situation at
Thimmannayakana Lake
serves as a serious warning
about the impact of climate
stress on aquatic ecosystems
and highlights the urgent need
for sustainable conservation
efforts.

VILLAGERS DEMAND ACTION AGAINST ILLEGAL
TREE FELLING IN WENGASANDRA

KOLAR

Residents of Wengasandra
village in Kolar district have
raised serious concerns over
the increasing incidents of il-
legal tree felling in their area,
urging authorities to take im-
mediate and strict action. The
issue has sparked outrage
among villagers, who say that
the unchecked cutting of trees
is not only harming the envi-
ronment but also threatening

their livelihoods.A group of
local residents recently gath-
ered to voice their grievances,
highlighting how valuable
trees are being cut down with-
out permission. According to
them, these activities have
been taking place for some
time, but no concrete steps
have been taken to stop the
offenders. Villagers allege
that despite repeated com-
plaints to concerned depart-
ments, the response has been

KOLAR

In a significant law-and-order
enforcement action, police
conducted a surprise and co-
ordinated raid targeting the
residences of rowdy sheeters
across Kolar district, focusing
particularly on Kolar Gold
Fields and Bangarapet town.
The operation was designed
to curb rising criminal activity
and strengthen surveillance
over habitual offenders in the
region.

The operation was carried
out under the leadership of
KGF Superintendent of Police
Shivanshu Rajput. Acting on
intelligence inputs, police
teams launched simultaneous
searches at multiple locations
linked to known offenders

and suspected criminal hide-
outs. The operation covered
sensitive localities under An-
dersonpet Police Station lim-
its, including Susepalya,
Sorekai Pete, and nearby ar-
eas identified as high-risk
zones. Authorities confirmed

slow and inadequate.Commu-
nity members emphasized
that the loss of trees is already
having visible consequences.
The area, once known for its
greenery, is gradually wit-
nessing a decline in vegeta-
tion cover.

This has led to rising tem-
peratures, reduced soil mois-
ture, and a negative impact on
local agriculture. Farmers in
particular are worried that
continued deforestation.

Kolar Pollce Launch Ma]or Crackdown Raid

that the homes of ten identi-
fied rowdy sheeters were
thoroughly searched during
the early morning operation.
To ensure maximum efficien-
cy and prevent possible es-
cape or communication be-
tween suspects, a specially

Farmers Urge
Priority Role for Civil
Kamari Company

CHITRADURGA

A group of farmers in Chitradurga has
urged local authorities to ensure that
the Civil Kamari Company is given a
leading role in the implementation of
solar-powered irrigation pumps
across the district. The demand comes
amid growing interest in renewable
energy solutions in agriculture, partic-
ularly as farmers seek reliable and
cost-effective alternatives to conven-
tional power sources.
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Mthei' and Son Acued
in Family Murder

TUMAKURU

A disturbing murder investi-
gation has emerged from Tu-
makuru district where police
allege a planned conspiracy
involving family members
and a former lover led to the
killing of a 32 year old man
identified as Narasimhamur-
thy.

He was found dead in Dan-
dipura village under Madhu-
giri taluk with initial reports
suggesting a natural death due
to alcohol consumption and
grief following his wife's de-
mise.

However investigation by
Kodigenahalli police revealed
that the death was staged and
three suspects were arrested
after allegedly confessing
during interrogation.

Police sources said Nara-
simhamurthy had married Su-
jatha in a love marriage ap-
proved by both families and
she later worked in a garment
company where she met a
man named Amar.

Investigators believe their
friendship turned into an illic-
it relationship and Sujatha
later gave birth to a child be-
fore dying due to illness a few
months ago.

After her death Narasimha-
murthy became addicted to
alcohol while Amar allegedly
continued visiting the family
home claiming a connection

with the child which led to
frequent disputes with Su-
jatha's mother Jayamma.

Police said the dispute esca-
lated into a conspiracy where
Jayamma and her son
Nandeesh allegedly joined
Amar to plan the murder of
Narasimhamurthy.

The victim was invited to a
chicken meal gathering where
he was given alcohol and later
taken to a deserted area where
he was strangled with a rope
and his body dumped near a
roadside location.

Authorities said the accused
attempted to stage the scene
as a drunken accidental death
by placing the body near a
display related to his late
wife.

After the incident the ac-
cused shifted the victim to a
health center pretending he
was unconscious but doctors
later found neck marks and
ear bleeding which indicated
foul play and led to police ac-
tion after a complaint from
the victim's sister Gayathri.

Police stated that all three
accused have been taken into
custody and further investiga-
tion is underway to determine
the full sequence of events,
verify motive claims, and col-
lect additional forensic evi-
dence to strengthen the case
and ensure appropriate legal
proceedings are initiated
against those involved.

TumkKkur University Salary
Delay Crisis Deepens

TUMAKURU

The salary delay crisis at
Tumkur University has inten-
sified, with guest lecturers
and faculty members still
awaiting their March pay-
ments even after 19 days of
delay. The prolonged hold-up
has sparked growing frustra-
tion among staff and raised
serious concerns over admin-
istrative efficiency and finan-
cial planning within the insti-
tution.At the University Col-
lege of Arts, covering both
undergraduate and postgradu-
ate departments, salaries are
typically credited by the 10th
of every month for undergrad-
uate faculty and around the
15th for postgraduate staff.
However, this month, pay-
ments have not been released
within the expected timeline,
leaving many employees in
financial distress.

The delay has had a signif-
icant impact on lecturers,
many of whom depend entire-
ly on their monthly income
for essential expenses such as
rent, household needs, and
loan repayments. The uncer-
tainty surrounding the dis-

bursement has added to their
financial strain, especially as
the delay continues without a
confirmed payment date.
Speaking to NewsFlash
Daily™, Vice Chancellor M.
Venkateshwarlu acknowl-
edged the issue and attributed
the delay to pending budget
allocation for March salaries.
He stated, “It will take anoth-
er 23 days to process salaries
as the budget is yet to be allo-
cated. Every year, March sal-
aries face delays, but I assure
payment will be credited soon
for guest lecturers.” He also
clarified that the delay affects
not only guest lecturers but
also permanent faculty mem-
bers, including assistant and
associate professors.Despite
this assurance, guest lecturers
have expressed strong dissat-
isfaction, stating that such
delays have become a recur-
ring issue. Many argue that
the problem disproportionate-
ly affects them compared to
permanent staff. One guest
lecturer noted that while per-
manent faculty eventually re-
ceive their payments, guest
lecturers face repeated uncer-
tainty. They highlighted that

monthly expenses and finan-
cial commitments such as rent
and EMIs become increasing-
ly difficult to manage when
salaries are delayed.

The current salary structure
places PhD-qualified guest
lecturers at approximately
40,000 rupees per month,
KSET or NET-qualified lec-
turers at around 38,000 ru-
pees, and others at about
32,000 rupees before tax de-
ductions. Even with this
structured pay scale, lecturers
claim there is unequal treat-
ment in the timing of salary
disbursement.Some staff
members have also alleged
that financial strain appears to
be more severe for guest lec-
turers during institutional
events and administrative cy-
cles, raising broader questions
about internal fund allocation
priorities.

The ongoing situation has
once again highlighted gaps
in financial management and
administrative coordination at
Tumkur University. With
growing demands from facul-
ty for timely and equal salary
payments, pressure is mount-
ing on the administration .

formed police task force was
deployed. The team included
five Sub-Inspectors and five
Inspectors, with each unit as-
signed specific targets to exe-
cute simultaneous raids across
different locations.

During the searches, police
recovered several deadly
weapons from the residences
of two individuals identified
as rowdy sheeters.

The seized items included
long-bladed weapons, ma-
chetes, and other sharp-edged
instruments, raising serious
concerns regarding potential
planned criminal activity. All
recovered weapons were im-
mediately confiscated and
taken into police custody for
detailed forensic examination
and further legal proceedings.

A senior police official stat-
ed that the raids were aimed
at preventing future crimes
and tightening surveillance on
habitual offenders. The sud-
den and well-coordinated op-
eration created a strong im-
pact across the region. Local
residents expressed relief and
support, stating that such sur-
prise inspections are neces-
sary to control gang-related
violence, extortion activities,
and street-level intimidation.

Officials indicated that sur-
veillance on known offenders
will now be intensified. Based
on the recovery of weapons
and evidence gathered during
the raids, further legal action
and possible preventive de-
tentions are expected in the
coming days.
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Dethi HCallows blind
interfaith couple to
live together

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court has
allowed a visually im-
paired interfaith couple
to live together, uphold-
ing their right to choose.
The woman told the
court she wants to stay
with her partner and
marry him, and is a major.
The court noted her clear
consent and dismissed
objections from her fami-
ly. It also ordered police
protection to ensure their
safe movement and liv-
ing arrangement. The
couple had alleged family
pressure and confine-
ment earlier. Officials
were directed to provide
immediate help if need-
ed. The ruling highlights
personal liberty and the
right to make life choices
freely.

Final group of Haj
pilgrims leave
Vijayawada

Vijayawada
The second and final
group of pilgrims from Vi-
jayawada departed for
Saudi Arabia to perform
Haj. A total of 177 pilgrims
left by flight, after the first
group of 156 travelled a
day earlier. State Minority
Welfare Minister N.M.D.
Farooq flagged off the
journey and wished them
a safe and peaceful pil-
grimage. Officials said
special arrangements
were made for travel,
food, and accommoda-
tion. In total, 2,005 pil-
grims from Andhra
Pradesh will travel this
year. Authorities assured
full support and safety for
all pilgrims during the holy
journey.

Two Indians shot dead
outside gurdwarain
Italy

Rome
Two Indian men were
shot dead in Covo out-
side a gurdwara ina
shocking attack. The vic-
tims were identified as
Raginder Singh and Gur-
mit Singh. Police said the
attacker fired multiple
rounds before fleeing in
a car, and a third person
was lightly injured. The
incident occurred near
Bergamo and is being
treated as a planned kill-
ing. Authorities are re-
viewing CCTV footage
and questioning wit-
nesses. The local Sikh
community expressed
shock, while officials
said the group had lived
peacefully in the area for
years.
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' India-Germany to shore up defence ties

Defense Min Rajnath Singh will visit Germany this week; By working together, the two countries hope to make new defense tools as a team

NEW DELHI

Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh will travel to Germany
this week to strengthen mili-
tary ties between the two na-
tions. This three-day trip,
starting April 21, marks the
first time an Indian Defense
Minister has visited Germany
in seven years.

The visit is a big step for
both countries. Singh will
meet with German Defense
Minister Boris Pistorius to

discuss working together
on new technology. They
plan to talk about high-
tech tools like drones, ar-
tificial intelligence, and
cyber security. This meet-
ing follows a visit by Pis-
torius to India last year,
showing that both sides
are eager to grow their
partnership.

A major goal of the trip
is to encourage German
companies to build mili-
tary equipment in India.

Singh will meet with in-
dustry leaders to promote
the "Make-in-India" plan.
By working together, the
two countries hope to de-
sign and create new de-
fense tools as a team.
During the visit, offi-
cials are expected to sign
two important agreements.
One is a "roadmap" for
how their defense indus-
tries will work together.
The other focuses on
training for United Na-

tions peacekeeping mis-
sions.

These deals aim to help
both nations contribute
more to global peace and
stability.

India and Germany have
long been partners based
on shared values like de-
mocracy. With this visit,
they are making it clear
that keeping their citizens
safe through modern tech-
nology is a top priority for
the future.

COURT TO HEAR RAHUL
GANDHI ON CITIZENSHIP CASE

LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court is
expected to hear Rahul Gand-
hi’s side of a legal dispute. A
member of the BJP filed a pe-
tition claiming the Congress
leader holds British citizen-
ship. If true, this would mean
he has dual citizenship, which
is not allowed for Indian law-
makers or election candidates.

The case took a sharp turn
over the weekend. The court
initially told the police they
could start an investigation
and file a report if necessary.
However, Justice Subhash
Vidyarthi changed that order.
He decided that the law re-
quires a person to be heard

before a court orders a crimi-
nal investigation against
them. This change follows a
previous legal ruling that pro-
tects the rights of those being
accused.The person who start-
ed the case, Vignesh Shishir,
claims he has documents from
the United Kingdom proving

Gandhi is a British national.
He wants the leader punished
under several laws, including
the Passport Act. This is not
the first time this issue has
come up. Back in 2019, the
Supreme Court dismissed a
similar case that tried to stop
Gandhi from running for of-
fice.

Currently, the High Court is
waiting for all legal teams to
discuss whether a formal no-
tice must be sent to Gandhi
first. The outcome of the
hearing is very important. It
will decide if the Uttar
Pradesh police will move for-
ward with a full probe into the
allegations or if the case will
be paused again.

Fuel crisis leaves drivers
stranded in Kanchipuram

KANCHIPURAM

A severe shortage of LPG has
brought life to a standstill for
thousands of auto-rickshaw
drivers in the temple town of
Kanchipuram. Over the last
few days, refueling stations
have seen lines of vehicles
stretching for kilometers,
forcing drivers to abandon
their passengers to wait for
fuel.

The crisis began roughly
four days ago. Drivers, who
rely on LPG to keep their ve-
hicles running cheaply and
cleanly, report starting their
day as early as 4:00 AM just
to secure a spot in line. "I
have been waiting for hours,"
said Jagannathan, a local driv-
er. "Our daily earnings have
vanished. We are struggling to
support our families."

The shortage appears to be

a direct fallout of escalating
conflict in West Asia. Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard recently
announced the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital wa-
terway for global energy sup-
plies. Iran claims the move is
a response to violations of a
ceasefire with the U.S. and
Israel. This global bottleneck
has hit Kanchipuram hard be-
cause a massive number of
local autos have recently
switched from petrol to LPG
to save money and reduce
pollution. Without a steady
supply, these drivers are now
stranded.The long queues
have not only hurt livelihoods
but are also causing massive
traffic jams across the town.
Drivers are now calling on the
government to find a quick
solution before the local
transport system collapses en-
tirely.

Manipur protests erupt after deadly bombing attack

IMPHAL

Security forces used tear gas
to break up crowds in Imphal
West as anger over a recent
bomb attack reached a boil-
ing point. The protests cen-
tered in the Khurai Lamlong
area, where people gathered
to demand justice for a fami-
ly devastated by violence
earlier this month.

The unrest stems from an
attack on April 7 in the Tron-
glaobi area. During that
night, a bomb was thrown
into a local family's home
while they slept.

The explosion killed two
young siblings, a five year
old boy and his five month
old sister. Their mother was
also badly hurt. The chil-
dren's grandfather, Oinam
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Babuton, recently told re-
porters that the family has
refused government money.
He explained that cash can-
not replace human life and
that they only want the kill-
ers caught.

In response to the tragedy,
a local women’s group called
Meira Paibi Lup has started a
seven day total shutdown of
the state.

Election body

targets fake Al

content online
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) issued a stern
warning against using fake
Al-generated videos and pho-
tos to trick voters. As major
elections approach in West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu, offi-
cials are cracking down on
"deepfakes" and manipulated
media. So far, the ECI has
successfully removed over
11,000 illegal social media
posts since mid-March.

The poll panel made it clear
that any digital content creat-
ed with Al must be clearly
labeled. Parties and candi-
dates must use tags like
"Al-Generated" or "Digitally
Enhanced" so voters know
what is real and what is syn-
thetic. The goal is to keep the
elections fair and transparent.
Monitoring teams are work-
ing around the clock to spot
posts that spread lies or could
cause public unrest.

Speed is a major part of this
new strategy. Social media
companies have been told
they must act within just three
hours once a fake post is re-
ported. Beyond the 11,000
removals, the ECI has also
filed several police reports
and issued public corrections
to stop false rumors from
spreading.

Citizens are also playing a
huge role in cleaning up the
digital space. Using the
"C-Vigil" mobile app, people
have filed over 320,000 com-
plaints about election
rule-breaking. Impressively,
96% of these issues were
fixed in less than 100 min-
utes. With voting set for April
23 and 29, the government is
determined to protect the truth
until the final results are
counted on May 4.
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The cool hills of the Nilgiris
are seeing a massive wave of
visitors this week as the sum-
mer season kicks off.

Tourists from all over Tam-
il Nadu and nearby states are
flooding into Ooty to escape
the heat. However, this popu-
larity has brought a familiar
problem - heavy traffic. Long
lines of cars are now a com-
mon sight on the winding
mountain roads.

The congestion is especial-
ly bad because most families

are traveling in their own pri-
vate cars. Key spots in Ooty,
like Charing Cross and ATC

Stalin unveils
bold ‘Super-6’
plan for Chennai

CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
has launched a major new vi-
sion for Chennai as state elec-
tions approach. Dubbed the
"Chennai Super-6," the mani-
festo promises to turn the city
into a world-class tech and
living hub through six key ar-
eas of urban transformation.

At the heart of the plan is a
massive 210,000 crore invest-
ment to build a global center
for Artificial Intelligence,
gaming, and visual effects.
This project alone aims to
create 20,000 high-paying
jobs for local youth. To sup-
port this growth, the govern-
ment plans to turn Chennai
into a "Global Talent Gate-
way" for technology and re-
search.

For everyday residents, the
focus is on fixing long-stand-
ing urban headaches. To solve
traffic woes, Stalin promised
1,000 new mini-buses to help
people reach metro and train
stations from their doorsteps.
High-tech Al traffic lights
will also be installed to cut

Chief Minister MK
Stalin’s “Chennai
Super-6” vision
promises a massive
10K crore urban
transformation into a
world-class tech hub.

travel time by 25%.

The plan sets strict dead-
lines for big projects, the
Chennai Peripheral Road
must be finished by 2027, fol-
lowed by expanded metro
lines and better storm drains
by 2028. Families in public
housing will see upgraded fa-
cilities, and areas without
piped water will receive
RO-purified drinking water.

Safety is also a priority,
with high-intensity street
lights for all neighborhoods
and a new "humane" scientif-
ic plan to manage stray dogs
by tripling the number of vets.
From a world-class cultural
center for music and arts to
wider, shaded footpaths, the
manifesto aims to make
Chennai a more comfortable
and modern place for every-
one to live.

New Ganga
Ghat opens
for pilgrims

UTTARAKHAND

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami celebrated a major
spiritual milestone today at
the opening of the Akhand
Paramdham Ganga Ghat. The
ceremony took place during
the holy festival of Akshaya
Tritiya. It also honored the
71st anniversary of Swami
Parmanand Giri joining the
priesthood.The Chief Minister
welcomed saints and visitors
from all over India. He de-
scribed the new riverfront
area as more than just a con-
struction project. To him, it
represents the lasting strength
of India’s deep spiritual histo-
ry and culture. Dhami praised
Swami Parmanand Giri for a
life built on sacrifice and ser-
vice to others. He also noted
that religious leaders help
guide the nation toward kind-
ness and unity.The state has
big plans for the future. Dha-
mi shared his goal to make
Uttarakhand the spiritual cap-
ital of the entire world. To do
this, the government is im-
proving famous sites like Ke-
darnath and Badrinath. They
are also building new corri-
dors in Haridwar and Rishi-
kesh to make travel easier for
everyone.Education is also a
priority, with a new center for
Hindu studies opening at
Doon University. The Chief
Minister also spoke about
new laws designed to protect
the state’s heritage.Finally,
Dhami announced the start of
the famous Char Dham Yatra.
As the gates to the holy
shrines open,

he promised that the gov-
ernment has made everything
ready.

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inspected Bhubaneswar’s airport-like
makeover, part of a massive 1,300-station national infrastructure upgrade plan

New hub makes travel easy for everyone

BHUBANESWAR

The way we travel by train is
getting a major facelift. Rail-
way Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw visited the Bhubaneswar
Railway Station to check on
its big makeover. He walked
through the building and
spoke with travelers to see if
the changes are actually help-
ing. The Minister compared
the new station to a modern
airport. It features a large, el-
evated waiting area called a
concourse, giving passengers
plenty of space to relax before
their journey. "I spoke with
many passengers, and they
are very happy," Vaishnaw
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Road, have seen traffic slow
to a crawl. Local police are
working hard to keep vehi-

said. "They told me that mov-

ing around the station is now
much easier."

This project is part of a
massive national plan called
the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme. The government is
currently fixing up more than

1,300 stations across India to
ensure they stay useful for the
next 50 years. In Odisha
alone, 59 stations including
Cuttack and Puri are on the
list for upgrades.These "new-
age" stations will offer more
than just train tracks.

cles moving, but the sheer
number of visitors makes it
difficult. With schools now
closed for the summer, the
crowds are only expected to
Srow.

The timing adds to the
rush. Ooty is about to host its
famous annual summer festi-
val. This includes the popular
flower show, fruit displays,
and vegetable exhibitions.
These events always attract
thousands of extra people to
the hill station. To handle the
pressure, district officials are
asking tourists to leave their

Tourist rush hlts N llg1rls as mercury rises

cars at their hotels. They are
encouraging everyone to use
the special tourist buses and
local transport instead.

Tourism officials warn that
the next few weeks will be
the busiest of the year.

They are advising travelers
to plan their trips carefully
and avoid driving during the
most crowded times of the
day.

For now, managing the re-
cord breaking number of
guests remains the biggest
challenge for the local gov-
ernment.
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Kolkata bizman detained

Vedanta plant blast
death toll climbs
higher

Raipur
The death toll in the Ve-
danta power plant blast
has risen to 24 after an
injured worker died in
hospital. The victim,
Manish Kumar from
Jharkhand, was among
36 labourers hurt in the
April 14 explosion. Offi-
cials said several injured
workers are still under
treatment, with some in
critical condition. The
blast occurred due to a
high-pressure boiler is-
sue, with early findings
pointing to safety lapses.
Investigation teams are
examining records and
questioning staff. Au-
thorities assured support
to families, while the
tragedy has raised fresh
concerns over industrial
safety standards.

Fire breaks
out near Mumbai
central shops

Mumbai
A Level-| fire broke out
near Mumbai Central,
damaging several shops
and rooms in a chawl. No
injuries were reported.
Officials said the blaze
likely started due to an
electrical short circuit.
Firefighters and civic
teams rushed to the spot
and brought the situation
under control after hours
of effort. Some parts of
the building were found
unsafe and may be de-
molished. Authorities
said cooling operations
will continue. The inci-
dent caused heavy dam-
age but relief prevailed as
residents stayed safe and
avoided any loss of life.

Armed robbery nets
crores from bank
branch

Singrauli
Armed robbers looted
over Rs 15 crore from a
Bank of Maharashtra
branchin Singrauli, police
said. Five masked men
stole gold and cash, caus-
ing panic in the area.
Around 10 kg of gold and
cash were taken during
the daytime heist. Police
have detained two suspects
and launched searches
across states to catch the
others. Special teams are
tracking the accused using
CCTV and leads. Officials
said all suspects have been
identified.

Police nab gang
members after early
hour encounter

New Delhi
Delhi Police arrested two
suspected members of the
Lagarpuria gang aftera
brief gunfight in the Shyam
Vihar area. Acting on a tip-
off, the Dwarka Anti-Auto
Theft Squad intercepted
the accused riding a mo-
torcycle. One suspect
opened fire, but police re-
sponded and injured himin
the leg before arresting
both. Officers recovered
pistols, live cartridges, and
the bike used in the crime.

in major money crackdown

The ED detained businessman Joy Kamdar in Kolkata following raids

KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) took a major step in a
sweeping investigation into
illegal money networks.

Officials detained Joy Kam-
dar, the head of Sun Enter-
prise, following a raid at his
home in South Kolkata’s Be-
hala neighborhood.

The move is part of a larger
probe into money laundering
linked to a known criminal,
Biswajit Poddar, better known
as "Sona Pappu." Investiga-
tors also searched two proper-
ties belonging to a high-rank-
ing Kolkata Police official,
Deputy Commissioner Shan-

tanu Sinha Biswas. According
to the ED, these raids are tied
to a massive organized crime
syndicate accused of generat-
ing illegal funds through ex-
tortion and real estate pres-
sure.

During the search at Kam-
dar’s residence, officers re-

portedly recovered a stash of
cash. This wasn't the first time
the businessman had been un-
der the microscope; he had
ignored two previous sum-
mons for questioning. His
name surfaced recently during
a separate raid on Sona Pap-
pu’s property earlier this

targeting a massive money laundering and criminal extortion syndicate.

month.Poddar, who is current-
ly hiding from the law, al-
legedly runs powerful syndi-
cates that extort money from
construction companies. Offi-
cials believe this "syndicate
money" was then funneled to
influential figures. While
Poddar remains at large, even
posting on social media to
criticize investigators and the
ED is tightening the net. Pre-
vious raids in this case have
already turned up nearly 1.5
crore rupees in cash, gold
jewelry, and even an illegal
firearm. The agency remains
focused on tracing how these
criminal funds were "cleaned"
through local businesses.

The sacred Kedarnath “Doli” has begun its majestic Himalayan procession,
marking the official launch of the Char Dham Yatra.

THOUSANDS JOIN SACRED

NEW DELHI

The air in the Himalayas
turned electric as the sacred
"Doli" of Lord Kedarnath be-
gan its annual journey. Leav-
ing the winter home at Om-
kareshwar Temple in Ukhi-
math, the five-faced idol of
the deity was carried in a
grand palanquin, marking the
official start of the summer
pilgrimage season.

The temple was a sight to
behold, draped in nearly 800
kilograms of vibrant flowers.
As the procession moved, the
sounds of Vedic chants mixed
with the rhythmic beats of a
Garhwal Rifles military band,

ey

creating a powerful blend of
spiritual and national pride.
Thousands of pilgrims from
across India gathered, some
joining the walk for the first
time and others returning for
their fifth year to feel the
unique energy of the "padya-
tra."

"Being here is a different
world compared to watching
it on a screen," shared one
67-year-old devotee. The
journey is not just a walk but
a centuries-old tradition that
connects the local culture
with millions of faithful fol-
lowers. Along the route, com-
munity feasts were organized
to feed the sea of devotees

JOURNEY TO HIMALAYAN SHRINE

Strict safety rules as Kedarnath
Helicopter services begin
RUDRAPRAYAG

Helicopter services for the Kedarnath pilgrimage will
start from April 22, with tighter safety rules this year.
Authorities have completed preparations and aim to
make travel safer and more organised for devotees.
Flights will operate from Guptkashi, Phata, and Sersi
helipads in the valley. Eight companies have been
allowed to run services. To avoid crowding in the sky, a
fixed number of shuttle flights has been set for each
location. Control rooms at Sonprayag and Kedarnath
will guide pilots with live weather updates and traffic
details. Officials said strict action will be taken
against any violations. The state also plans round-
the-clock hot water using eco-friendly geysers during
the yatra. The temple doors will open on April 22,
drawing excited pilgrims to the holy site. Officials
said arrangements are in stages and security teams
are ready to manage crowds and ensure a smooth
pilgrimage experience for visitors.

who followed the palanquin
with unwavering devotion.
The Doli will rest at Phata
and Gaurikund before reach-
ing its final destination on
April 21. This sacred trek
leads up to the grand opening

of the Kedarnath Temple
doors, scheduled for 8:00 AM
on April 22. With the gates of
Gangotri and Yamunotri also
opening, the beloved Char
Dham Yatra has officially
called its pilgrims home.

Sukma tamarind goes global
while new labs launch

SUKMA

The tangy organic tamarind of
Bastar is making a major
move from local forests to in-
ternational shelves. Under the
new "Dandakaranya Foods"
initiative, a high-tech process-
ing center in Sukma is now
turning raw tamarind into pre-
mium branded products. The
project aims to put Sukma on
the global map while provid-
ing steady jobs for local
women who collect and pro-
cess the fruit."Our goal is to
build a powerful identity for
Sukma’s tamarind," said
Kailash Kumar Kashyap, a
local trade official. He credit-
ed the state's leadership for
focusing on rural livelihoods
and empowering "sisters" in
the community through these
forest-based businesses.

The region also received a
major healthcare boost. Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai in-
augurated the "Atal Arogya
Lab" at the Sukma District
Hospital. This ambitious
scheme offers 133 different
medical tests completely free
of cost. The service is being
rolled out across more than
1,000 government hospitals
and clinics statewide.

Dr. M.R. Kashyap, a senior
surgeon at the hospital, noted
that the arrival of advanced
machinery has revolutionized
their diagnostic power. "With
these new labs, we can identi-
fy diseases much earlier," he
said. The initiative is a lifeline
for remote communities, en-
suring that high-quality
healthcare is no longer a lux-
ury but a free right for every
citizen in Chhattisgarh.

Odisha becomes new

BHUBANESWAR

It marks a turning point for
Odisha as the state officially
begins its journey into the high-
tech world of computer chips.
Union Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw called this a "historic day,"
noting that the region is quickly
transforming into a major cen-
ter for IT and electronics.The
foundation for a new semicon-
ductor plant, led by the global
firm 3DGS, was laid recently.
This move signals a shift for

CATALYZING GROWTH

hub for computer chips

Odisha, moving beyond its tra-
ditional roots in metals and
minerals toward advanced tech-
nology. Backed by giant inves-
tors like Intel and Lockheed
Martin, the new facility will
bring world-class manufactur-
ing to the doorsteps of local
residents.Odisha isn't just get-
ting one factory, it is becoming
a powerhouse. Along with
3DGS, another company called
SiCSem is building India’s first
commercial site for special
"Silicon Carbide" chips.

O ibcworldnews.com

Padma Shri ‘Daw’
passes away in Bhopal

BHOPAL

The heart of Bundelkhand is
heavy, as the region mourns
its beloved guardian, Bhag-
wandas Raikwar. Known af-
fectionately as “Dau,” the
83-year-old Padma Shri
awardee passed away at
AIIMS Bhopal.

He had been fighting a long
battle with respiratory illness,
but his spirit remained as
strong as the traditions he
spent a lifetime protecting.

Raikwar was much more
than a teacher, he was the soul
of the traditional “akhada”
culture. In 1964, with very
little money but immense pas-
sion, he founded the Chha-
trasal Bundelkhand Akhada in
Sagar. He refused to let the
ancient art of "lathi" fighting
fade into history. Instead, he
personally trained over a
thousand students, transform-
ing a local war art into an in-
ternationally recognized dis-
cipline. Because of his tireless
work, the Central government
honored him with the presti-
gious Padma Shri award just

Bundelkhand mourns
Padma Shri awardee
Bhagwandas Raikwar,
the legendary “Dau” who
revived the ancient art of
lathi fighting and trained
over a thousand
dedicated students.

this past January.

Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav led the tributes, noting
that Raikwar brought global
pride to Madhya Pradesh.
When his health began to fail,
he was moved from local care
to Bhopal, where he remained
on a ventilator until the end.
His final journey concluded
with full state honors at
Naryawali Naka Muktidham,
attended by those who saw
him as a father figure of
sports.

Dau’s legacy lives on in the
rhythmic strike of the lathi
and the dusty floors of the
akhadas he saved. He didn’t
just teach self-defense, he
taught a community how to
stand tall and keep its heritage
alive.

Police arrest 6 drug
peddlers in Anantnag

SRINAGAR

Authorities in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag district
made a major breakthrough,
arresting six alleged drug ped-
dlers during an intensified
crackdown. The operation re-
sulted in the recovery of over
3.7 kilograms of various nar-
cotics and over 10,000 rupees
in cash.

The success came through
three separate police opera-
tions focused on stopping the
flow of illegal substances. In
the first incident at Danter,
four men tried to flee when
they spotted a police check-
point. Officers quickly caught
three of them, finding over
three kilograms of ganja pow-
der and cash in their posses-
sion. While three suspects
were taken into custody, one
man managed to escape the
scene and is currently being
sought by investigators.In a

AR 4 A
o §

A i
[ Iluul} I

second operation at Marhama
Crossing, police intercepted a
vehicle and discovered quan-
tities of brown sugar and cha-
ras. Two residents from the
Chadoora area were arrested
on the spot. A third bust in the
Waghama region led to the
arrest of another local man
found carrying nearly half a
kilogram of charas powder.

Local police emphasized
their "zero-tolerance" policy
regarding the drug trade, stat-
ing that these arrests are part
of a larger mission to protect
the youth from addiction. Of-
ficials have urged the public
to come forward with any in-
formation about drug activity,
promising that the identity of
informants will remain strict-
ly confidential. As investiga-
tions continue, the police re-
main committed to disman-
tling the networks that bring
these harmful substances into
the community.

Top bank officials caught in bribery trap

ELURU

In a shocking turn of events
that has sent ripples through
the local business community,
the CBI arrested three em-
ployees of a local Indian
Bank branch. The arrests took
place after the officials were al-

legedly caught red-handed ac-
cepting a bribe to maintain a
businessman’s credit limit.

The federal agency identified
the arrested individuals as Chief
Manager Banavatu Nagu, Clerk-
cum-Cashier Annumalasetty N.
Kumar, and Gold Appraiser
Krishna Prasad.

NEW ROADS, BRIDGES LINK BORDER TOWNS

RAJOURI

A wave of modern infrastruc-
ture is transforming life in the
border sub-division of
Nowshera.

For the first time in nearly
forty decades, residents are
seeing narrow, congested dirt
paths replaced by wide, dou-
ble-lane paved roads. One ma-
jor highlight is a new three-ki-
lometer highway, built with an
eight-crore rupee investment,
designed to unlock the re-
gion’s economic potential. The
transformation goes beyond

just asphalt. A long-awaited
bridge connecting Nowshera
to the Seri Block is moving
toward completion, finally
linking two areas that were
historically cut off. Local fam-
ilies say the changes are a life-
saver, patients can now reach
hospitals faster, and students
no longer face grueling com-
mutes to school. “We haven’t
seen this level of work in forty
years,” one local resident not-
ed, crediting the speed of the
projects to focused leadership
from Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar Choudhary.

Whi PROJECT TYPE KEY DETAIL IMPACT
ile the roads connect
people, the “Umeed” program Reduces traffic
is connecting livelihoods. Part —_ 3 km length / o
of a nationalgmission, the ini- Main Highway 10m width congestionin
tiative has already organized Nowshera
9,000 local members into over Largest infra-
1,000 self-help groups. By Budget 8 crore structure spend
combining better transport in 40 years
with financial support for
small businesses, officials Nowshera- Connects pre-
hope to turn these border areas Bridges Seri Link viously isolated
into thriving hubs of trade. border blocks
With blacktopped roads now
reaching deep into the hills, o 1,100 Self-Help Boosts local
the people of Rajouri are look- Livelihood Groups employment
ing toward a future of better and trade
jobs and smoother journeys.
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Night fishing
ban deepens |
Balochistan crisis

Islamabad
Fishermen in Gwadar are
facing growing hardship af-
ter authorities imposed a
night fishing ban across
coastal areas. Officials said
the restriction was intro-
duced due to security con-
cerns, covering key zones
near ports and coast guard
camps. Fishermen say the
decision is worsening their
already fragile income and
livelihoods. Many also de-
manded action against ille-
gal trawling, which they say
harms local fishing. Security
has been tightened in the
region following recent mili-
tant-related incidents. Resi-
dents fear more restrictions
and detentions, while au-
thorities continue patrols
and monitoring along the
coastline amid ongoing ten-
sions and safety concerns
inthe area.

Houthis raise
alert over Yemen
conflict tensions

Sanaa
The Houthis have declared
a high state of alert, warn-
ing they are ready to re-
spond to any perceived ag-
gression against Yemen.
Their defence minister said
recent conflicts showed
strong coordination among
allied forces. Another sen-
jor leader warned that the
Bab al-Mandeb Strait, a key
global shipping route, could
be blocked if tensions con-
tinue. The strait connects
major sea trade paths be-
tween Asia, Africa, and Eu-
rope. Officials also issued
warnings to foreign powers
over regional policies. The
situation has raised global
concern due to its potential
impact on trade and mari-
time security routes.

Chinese robot
smashes half marathon
record globally

Beijing
Ahumanoid robot named
Flash, developed by Shen-

zhen Honor Smart Technol-
ogy Development Co., Ltd,
completed a half-marathon
in 50 minutes and 26 sec-
onds in Beijing E-Town Half
Marathon, finishing ahead of
human competitors. The ro-
bot ran autonomously using
navigation systems and im-
pressed spectators. The
time is faster than the hu-
man world record of 57:20
set by Jacob Kiplimo. The
event included amateur run-
ners alongside robots, high-
lighting China’s progress in
robotics and Al. Officials
said the achievement shows
rapid technological growth,
though the robot competed
separately from official hu-
man rankings. No injuries or
disruptions were reported.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

UN condemns fatal attack
on French peacekeepers

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres condemned a deadly attack on
French peacekeepers in Lebanon, warning it may be a war crime.

UNITED NATIONS

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres strongly con-
demned a deadly attack that
killed one French peacekeep-
er in southern Lebanon.
Three other UN soldiers
were injured when their team
came under fire while investi-
gating reports of roadside
bombs. The UNIFIL force
believes the attackers were
members of Hezbollah, a non-
state group active in the

region.

Guterres warned that target-
ing peacekeepers is a serious
violation of international law
and may be considered a war
crime. He demanded a fast

investigation to find and pun-
ish those responsible. This
tragedy is especially shocking
because it happened during a
10 day ceasefire. This is now
the third time in just a few
weeks that UN peacekeepers
have been killed in the area.
While a truce was supposed
to be in place, the situation on
the ground remains very
tense. The Israeli military re-
ported that it struck militants
near the border zone. At the
same time, witnesses say the

Israeli army has started build-
ing a new military site near
the village of Kfarchouba.

The UN chief sent his deep-
est sympathies to the fallen
soldier's family and the peo-
ple of France. He urged all
sides to stop fighting immedi-
ately and respect the safety of
UN staff. As the region waits
to see if the ceasefire will
hold, the UN remains focused
on protecting its personnel
and maintaining peace along
the border.

The USS Rushmore is leading blockade operations in the Arabian Sea to secure
shipping lanes and prevent illegal weapon transport.

Navy ship patrols waters to keep peace

ARABIAN SEA

The USS Rushmore is current-
ly leading critical blockade
operations in the Arabian Sea
to ensure regional security.

As part of the US Central
Command’s ongoing mission,
the massive amphibious ship
is patrolling busy shipping
lanes to prevent the illegal
transport of weapons and dan-
gerous materials.

These operations are a key

part of keeping international
waters open and safe for
trade. By monitoring suspi-
cious vessels, the crew of the
Rushmore helps stop conflict
before it starts. The ship acts
as a floating base, using its
advanced sensors and highly
trained teams to scan the hori-
zon for any signs of trouble.
"Our presence here is about
more than just a show of
force," noted a Navy official.
"It’s about protecting the

global economy and support-
ing our partners in the re-
gion." The Arabian Sea is a
vital path for oil and goods
traveling between East and
West, making any disruption
a worldwide concern.

Life on the Rushmore
during these missions is in-
tense. Sailors work around the
clock, launching small boats
and helicopters to inspect
ships that might be breaking
international laws. Despite the

long hours and high stakes,
morale remains high among
the crew, who take pride in
their role as guardians of the
sea.

As the mission continues,
the USS Rushmore remains a
steady symbol of stability. Its
work ensures that the world's
most important waterways
stay clear, allowing the global
community to move forward
without fear of interference or
hidden threats.

North Korea launches
multiple missiles
toward East sea

SEOUL

North Korea launched several
short-range ballistic missiles
into the East Sea. South Ko-
rea’s military first noticed the
weapons at about 6:10 a.m.
The missiles were fired from
the Sinpho region and trav-
eled roughly 140 kilometers
before landing in the water.

Military experts are looking
closely at whether these were
submarine-launched missiles.
This is because Sinpho is a
major base for North Korean
submarines. The North has
tested similar weapons there
in the past, including a major
launch in 2022. Just last
week, the North claimed it
was testing new technology,
including cluster bombs and
weapons designed to disable
electronics.

South Korean and U.S. in-
telligence teams are working
together to study the flight
data. They have also shared
their findings with the Japa-
nese military. South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff stated

North Korea fired
multiple short-range
ballistic missiles from
Sinpho into the East Sea,
prompting high alert and
condemnation from
South Korean and U.S.
intelligence officials.

that they are prepared to re-
spond to any further "provo-
cations" with overwhelming
force.

In response to the launch,
South Korea’s national secu-
rity leaders held an emergen-
cy meeting. They condemned
the act, calling it a direct vio-
lation of United Nations rules.
Officials are urging North
Korea to stop these missile
tests immediately. They
warned that these constant
launches only increase ten-
sion on the Korean Peninsula
and make it harder to find a
path toward lasting peace. For
now, the South Korean mili-
tary remains on high alert,
watching for any more unusu-
al movements from the North.

Lee vows to defend South
Korean democracy

SEOUL

President Lee Jae Myung marked the 66th anniversary of a
historic student-led uprising by promising to protect the nation
from future dictatorships. Speaking at a national cemetery, Lee
honored the heroes of the 1960 revolution that toppled the coun-
try’s first president, Rhee Syng-man, after a rigged election.

Lee connected the courage of those 1960 protesters to more
recent events. He specifically compared their fight to the public
resistance against a failed martial law attempt in late 2024. Ac-
cording to Lee, the "loud cry" of the people is what consistent-
ly saves the country from leaders who try to overstep their
power. He noted that the spirit of democracy is now part of the
"DNA" of every South Korean citizen.

During his emotional speech, Lee argued that democracy is
most at risk when people face poverty and inequality. He stated
that a government’s only true job is to look after the daily lives
of its people. By improving the economy and protecting free-
dom, he believes the country can stay strong against any "an-
ti-democratic forces" that might try to return.

The April 19 Revolution remains a defining moment in South
Korean history. Hundreds of students and civilians were killed
or hurt in 1960 while fighting for fair elections. Lee offered his
deep condolences to the families of those lost, vowing that their
sacrifice would never be forgotten as the nation builds a bright-
er, more equal future for the next generation.

Bulgarians vote in 8th election in five years

SOFIA

Bulgarians returned to the
polls for the eighth time in
just five years, hoping to fi-
nally end a long streak of po-
litical instability. Nearly 6.6
million citizens are eligible to
vote for a new 240-seat par-
liament after the previous
government collapsed under
the weight of massive public
protests.

The country has been stuck
in a cycle of "snap" elections
since 2021. The latest crisis
began in December 2025,
when Prime Minister Rosen
Zhelyazkov’s coalition re-
signed due to anger over his
economic policies. Since
then, several political groups
have tried and failed to form
a new leadership team. This
gridlock forced the nation into
today’s early vote, overseen
by a temporary caretaker gov-
ernment.

from various parties are com-
peting for seats. Beyond those
voting at home, polling sta-
tions have been set up in 55
countries to allow Bulgarians
living abroad to have their
say. Voters have until 8 p.m.
local time to cast their ballots,
with early results expected
shortly after the doors close.
The stakes are high for this
Balkan nation. Many citizens

More than 4,700 candidates

are frustrated by the constant
voting and the lack of a
steady government to handle
rising costs and economic re-
forms. Political experts warn
that if no clear winner emerg-
es, the country could face
even more uncertainty. The
final, official results of the
election must be announced
by April 23, revealing wheth-
er Bulgaria can finally move
toward a stable future.

Exile leaders slam China’s ‘state-sponsored mass

WASHINGTON D.C

The East Turkistan Govern-
ment in Exile issued a report
accusing China of transform-
ing its alleged “genocide”
into a structured system of
mass forced labor. Citing
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whistleblower testimony, the
group claims millions of Uy-
ghurs and other Turkic mi-
norities are trapped in labor
programs tied to the coun-
try’s cotton industry.

The allegations are sup-
ported by Zhang Yabo, who

served in the region for near-
ly a decade. He described
detainees being transferred
from secret “reeducation
camps” into prisons or forced
work crews, along with
claims of torture and deaths
in custody. The group also

alleges that officials ordered
the destruction of camp re-
cords in 2020 to conceal evi-
dence from international
scrutiny.

ETGE President Mamtimin
Ala said the system has ex-
panded rather than ended.

slavery’

The United Nations has
warned such practices may
amount to crimes against hu-
manity. The group urged the
International Criminal Court
and global governments to
intervene and restrict imports
linked to forced labor.

India nears
major win for
nuke power
NEW DELHI

India is closer than ever to to-
tal energy independence
thanks to a massive break-
through in its nuclear pro-
gram.

According to new eports,
the nation has reached a
"turning point" that could fi-
nally allow it to stop relying
on other countries for fuel.

For decades, India has
faced a big problem, it has
very little uranium, which is
the fuel most nuclear plants
need. To solve this, India’s
top scientists created a long-
term plan to use thorium.
While India is short on urani-
um, it holds 25% of the
world’s thorium buried in its
own sands. The catch? Thori-
um is hard to use and takes
decades to prepare.

The big news happened at
the Kalpakkam nuclear plant,
where a special "Fast Breeder
Reactor" finally started its
main power process, known
as criticality. This is a huge
deal because these specific
reactors are incredibly com-
plex, so complex that most
other countries gave up on
building them years ago. In-
dia, however, stayed the
course.

JAIL CARE DISPUTE

Bushra seeks sentence
suspension on medical grounds

ISLAMABAD

Bushra Bibi, the wife of for-
mer Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan, has asked the
court to pause her prison
sentence.

Her legal team filed an ur-
gent request, citing serious
health concerns following a
recent eye surgery conducted
under what they call “myste-
rious” circumstances.

Earlier this week, authori-
ties moved the former first
lady to a private hospital for
a procedure on her retina.
While jail officials claim she
was returned to a cell after
one night, her family says
they were never told about
the operation beforehand.
They are worried about the
lack of transparency regard-
ing her medical care behind
bars.

Her lawyer, Salman Safdar,
is now asking the Islamabad

High Court to step in. The re-
quest asks that she be moved
back to the hospital for prop-
er recovery. Her team argues
that her health is fading and
that keeping her in jail during
this time would cause perma-
nent harm. They also want
the court to summon the doc-
tors and jail staff to explain
why the family was kept in
the dark.

This plea comes as her ap-

peal against a seven-year sen-
tence remains stuck in the
legal system. Her lawyers
believe she deserves to recov-
er in a safe environment with
access to her own doctors and
family members. The court is
expected to hear more about
her condition on April 22. For
now, the focus remains on
whether the court will choose
medical mercy over contin-
ued time behind bars.

IMF loan terms putting
Bangladesh at risk

DHAKA

A top advisor to the Prime
Minister warned that Bangla-
desh is becoming a "hostage"
to tough loan conditions set
by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). Rashed Al Mah-
mud Titumir cautioned that
these strict rules could cause
the country's economic
growth to crash below 3 per-
cent while making life much
harder for everyday citizens.

During a seminar in Dhaka,
Titumir explained that the
IMF is pushing for "textbook"
reforms that don't fit the local
reality. One major concern is
the demand to raise taxes and
cut subsidies. While these
goals sound good on paper,
Titumir argues they will trig-
ger high inflation, hurting
farmers and low-income fam-
ilies who rely on government
support to survive.

The advisor criticized glob-
al institutions for being incon-
sistent. He noted that while
they acknowledge poverty is

rising, they still tell the gov-
ernment to stop spending
money on the public. He de-
scribed the current economy
as fragile, blaming past lead-
ership for leaving behind
weak institutions and a stag-
nant landscape for investors.

Adding to the worry, other
experts warned that Bangla-
desh is spending more on debt
interest than on education.
This could lead to a "debt
trap," where the country is so
busy paying back loans that it
cannot afford to grow. Titumir
called for creative, local solu-
tions instead of following rig-
id foreign formulas. He em-
phasized that the government
must find ways to boost pri-
vate investment and use its
own funds better to keep the
economy from sliding further
into crisis.
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IBC strengthens biz
recovery, needs faster
implementation

New Delhi
The Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC) has
significantly transformed
the handling of business
failures in India by ensur-
ing timely resolution and
preserving asset value,
experts said at a PHDCCI
conference on Sunday.
Sanjay Singhania noted
that the Code has im-
proved credit discipline
and boosted investor
confidence, though faster
processes and flexibility
remain necessary. Speak-
ers highlighted the impact
of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Act, 2026,
which introduces provi-
sions like group and
cross-border insolvency.
Justice Rakesh Kumar
Jain emphasised the shift
to a unified, creditor-driv-
en system, while Ashok
Kumar Bhardwaj under-
lined the need for contin-
uous evolution. Experts
also called for Al-driven
mediation and stronger
information systems to
reduce delays and en-
hance transparency, es-
pecially for MSMEs.

‘Rising global unrest
signals early stages of
apotential world war’

New Delhi
US hedge fund billionaire
Ray Dalio has cautioned
that escalating tensions
involving the US, Israel and
I[ran may signal early stag-
es of a potential world war.
In a post on X, Dalio de-
scribed a historical “Big
Cycle;” placing the current
global situation at a critical
stage where major con-
flicts and alliances are in-
tensifying. He noted that
ongoing disputes across
regions, including Europe
and the Middle East, mirror
patterns seen before past
world wars. Dalio warned
of rising nationalism, sup-
pression of dissent, and
possible direct clashes be-
tween major powers, fol-
lowed by economic strain
through increased debt
and financial controls.
Highlighting shifting alli-
ances, he urged investors
to closely track global
partnerships, stressing
their importance in shap-
ing future geopolitical and
economic outcomes.

Budget 2026-27
boosts high-value
agriculture strategy

New Delhi
The Union Budget 2026-
27 has marked a strategic
shift towards crop-specif-
ic and regionally aligned
approaches to promote
high-value agriculture, the
government said on Sun-
day. India’s agricultural
sector recorded 4.45 per-
cent growth over the past
decade, with the country
ranking second globally in
coconut production, sup-
porting nearly 30 million
livelihoods. Horticulture
output rose from 277.35
million tonnes in 2013-14
to 370.74 million tonnes in
2024-25. India also leads
global onion production
with a 22.42 percent
share. Exports of cashew,
cocoa and walnuts stood
at $369.17 million,
$295.58 million and $7.8
million respectively in
2024-25. The budget also
focuses on region-specific
crops like coconut, cash-
ew, cocoa, sandalwood,
agarwood and premium
nuts to strengthen exports
and farmer incomes, aim-
ing to boost rural prosper-
ity and export competi-
tiveness nationwide.
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India plans massive
nuclear power expansion

The country aims to expand its current capacity of 8.8
gigawatts to an ambitious 100 gigawatts by the year 2047

NEW DELHI

India is preparing for a major
transformation in its energy
sector, with plans to increase
its nuclear power capacity
more than tenfold over the
next two decades.

The country aims to expand
its current capacity of 8.8
gigawatts to an ambitious 100
gigawatts by the year 2047,
according to Ghanshyam
Prasad, Chairperson of the
Central Electricity Authority.

Speaking during a session
on the nation’s nuclear energy
roadmap in the capital, Prasad
emphasized that achieving
this target will require consis-
tent effort and accelerated de-
velopment. He noted that a
comprehensive plan has al-
ready been developed, detail-
ing the necessary steps to
meet the long-term goal. Leg-
islative reforms form a central
component of this strategy,
laying the groundwork for ex-
pansion.

Prasad highlighted that one
of the key milestones, the en-
actment of the Shanti Act, has
already been completed.
However, he acknowledged
that considerable work re-
mains in establishing the
rules, procedures, and guide-

lines required to make the
framework fully operational.
Authorities are currently
working on these aspects,
with a strong focus on incor-
porating feedback from stake-
holders to ensure smooth and
effective implementation.

In addition to regulatory
progress, discussions are on-
going to streamline financial
flows and improve policy ex-
ecution. Efforts are also being
made to simplify and stan-
dardize processes, making
nuclear energy more cost-ef-
fective and accessible. Prasad
stressed the importance of
addressing critical factors
such as fuel security, appro-
priate site selection, and the
development of a skilled
workforce to support the sec-
tor’s rapid growth.

Looking ahead, the nuclear

energy sector may open up to
broader participation. Cur-
rently dominated by a single
player, it is expected that 10
to 12 companies could enter
the market in the coming
years, significantly boosting
capacity addition.

Prasad also underscored the
reliability of nuclear energy,
describing it as a stable
source of baseload power ca-
pable of continuous operation
over long periods. He added
that, when managed properly,
nuclear power remains one of
the safest forms of energy
generation. Emerging technol-
ogies like small modular reac-
tors were also identified as
promising developments,
though they present both op-
portunities and challenges as
they continue to evolve
globally.

G7 expands critical mineral
cooperation Global Alliance

NEW DELHI

In a major policy move aimed
at reducing global depen-
dence on China for critical
minerals, the Group of Seven
countries have agreed to
deepen cooperation with re-
source-rich nations and inter-
national financial institutions.
The decision reflects growing
concern over supply chain
vulnerabilities and the need
for more diversified sources
of essential raw materials
used in modern industries.

According to reports from a
Japan-based national daily,
finance ministers from G7
countries reached this agree-
ment during a high-level
meeting held in Washington,
DC. The discussions included
participation from several
mineral-producing countries
such as Argentina, Australia,
India, Indonesia, South Afri-
ca, and South Korea. The
broad participation highlight-
ed a shared interest in build-
ing more resilient and inclu-
sive supply networks for crit-
ical minerals.

Japanese Finance Minister
Satsuki Katayama empha-
sized that the talks focused on
strengthening global supply

chains for essential minerals.
She described the initiative as
mutually beneficial, stating
that it would ensure stable
suppliers across a wide range
of countries. She further not-
ed that resource-rich nations
would gain new opportunities
for business development and
economic growth through ex-
panded cooperation.

The meeting also included
representatives from major
international financial institu-
tions such as the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank. According to the report,
this initiative differs from ear-
lier United States led ap-
proaches. Instead of focusing
on trade restrictions or price
controls, the current frame-
work is described as more
practical and development
oriented, aiming to support
business projects that benefit
all participating parties.

In contrast, the United
States proposal reportedly fo-

cuses on insulating partner
economies from global mar-
ket fluctuations by establish-
ing reference pricing mecha-
nisms through adjustable tar-
iffs within a defined trade
zone.

Meanwhile, India is active-
ly advancing its own strategy
to strengthen critical mineral
security. The country is in-
creasing exploration activi-
ties, encouraging startup par-
ticipation in the mining sec-
tor, and developing strong
domestic value chains to re-
duce import dependence.
These efforts are part of a
broader national push to se-
cure long term resource avail-
ability for industrial growth
and clean energy transition.

The Indian government is
also working to improve proj-
ect execution timelines by
simplifying approval process-
es. Special attention is being
given to resolving delays
caused by forest clearances
and inter departmental coor-
dination issues. Authorities
emphasize that faster approv-
als, efficient procurement sys-
tems, and timely pre explora-
tion permissions are essential
to sustaining momentum in
the sector.
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Govt releases funds for
rural employment scheme

NEW DELHI

The central government has
released Rs 17,744.19 crore to
states and union territories as
the first instalment for the fi-
nancial year 202627 under
the Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (NREGA), aimed at
ensuring uninterrupted wage
payments and continued rural
employment.

The announcement was
made by Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who
emphasised the importance of
efficient utilisation of the al-
located funds.

According to the minister,
the released amount is specif-
ically designated for the wage
component of the scheme,
which guarantees employ-
ment to rural households. He
urged all states to ensure that
the funds are used promptly
and effectively so that work-
ers receive their wages with-
out delay. Timely payment, he
stressed, remains a critical
factor in maintaining trust
and participation in the
programme.

Chouhan also noted that ad-

Rs 17,744 crore released
to ensure timely rural
wage payments and
uninterrupted
employment nationwide

ditional financial support is
being made available under
the material and administra-
tive components of the
scheme. These provisions are
intended to facilitate the
smooth execution of projects
and ensure proper manage-
ment at worksites. He high-
lighted the need for uninter-
rupted implementation of
NREGA projects at the grass-
roots level, ensuring that em-
ployment opportunities re-
main consistently available.
The minister reiterated that
providing work within the
stipulated timeframe is a legal

obligation under the scheme.
He directed states to guaran-
tee that no worker is left wait-
ing for employment and that
sufficient projects are avail-
able at the Gram Panchayat
level. Furthermore, he called
for improved worksite man-
agement and emphasised the
importance of issuing Job
Cards to all eligible rural
households that are not yet
enrolled.

Chouhan described the cur-
rent period as a crucial transi-
tion phase, during which
maintaining employment un-
der NREGA is essential while
preparing for upcoming rural
development initiatives. He
referred to the proposed VB-—
GRAM G Act, which aims to
expand employment guaran-
tees to 125 days per year and
create a more robust, empow-
erment-driven framework for
rural development.

He urged states to complete
all necessary preparations in a
timely manner to ensure the
successful rollout of the new
programme, while continuing
to prioritise livelihoods and
economic security for rural
families across the country.

US-Iran truce revives
global “TINA’ market rally as
investors return to risk assets

LONDON

Global financial markets are
witnessing a renewed wave of
risk-taking following the ear-
ly April ceasefire between the
United States and Iran, as in-
vestors increasingly return to
so-called “TINA” trades—an
acronym for “There Is No Al-
ternative”—reflecting a belief
that equities remain the most
viable investment option amid
uncertain global conditions.
The ceasefire has improved
sentiment across major finan-
cial centers by easing imme-
diate concerns over a wider
Middle East conflict and re-
ducing fears of sustained en-
ergy supply disruptions. Com-
bined with strong corporate
earnings in the United States
and continued momentum in
artificial intelligence-related
industries, the development
has helped restore confidence
in global equity markets.
Over the past year, many
investors had shifted capital
outside the United States in
search of better returns, tar-
geting undervalued markets in
Europe and Asia. A weaken-
ing U.S. dollar had further
supported this diversification
strategy, making foreign equi-
ties more attractive. Markets
in cities such as Seoul, Tokyo,
Frankfurt, and London bene-
fited from this trend as global
capital flowed into regions
perceived as offering cheaper

valuations and recovery
potential.

However, renewed opti-
mism following the ceasefire
has reversed part of this
movement. U.S. equities, in
particular, have regained
dominance, with Wall Street
indices climbing to record
highs in recent weeks. Ana-
lysts attribute this rebound not
only to geopolitical relief but
also to strong corporate earn-
ings growth and continued
large-scale government
spending, which together
have reinforced the resilience
of the American economy
compared with other global
markets.

The earlier phase of conflict
had triggered a sharp rise in
energy prices, undermining
investor confidence and in-
creasing volatility across
global markets. Risk assets
were broadly sold off as fears
grew that escalating tensions
could disrupt oil flows and
intensify inflationary pres-
sures worldwide. That envi-
ronment briefly challenged
equity valuations and led to a
more cautious investment ap-
proach across regions.

Global fin leaders
confront rising
economic risks at
Washington meet

WASHINGTON

Global finance leaders gath-
ered in Washington this
week during the IMF and
World Bank Spring Meet-
ings as escalating conflict in
the Middle East exposed
limits of global institutions
in managing repeated geopo-
litical shocks. Concerns
deepened over weakening
growth prospects and declin-
ing reliance on United States
leadership in crisis response.
Brief optimism followed
signals from Iran about re-
opening a key maritime
route, but renewed shipping
attacks quickly revived fears
of prolonged supply chain
and energy disruptions.

The International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank
pledged up to $150 billion to
support developing countries
facing rising energy costs,
while urging restraint on
fuel subsidies and warning
against panic stockpiling.
Officials noted many critical
economic decisions are oc-
curring outside formal mul-
tilateral frameworks.

Oil prices fluctuated as
disruptions continued, with
Saudi Arabia stressing the
need for stable shipping
routes. Prolonged conflict
could push the global econ-
omy toward recession, wors-
ening strain on vulnerable
nations.

Experts examine WTO ruling on transnational subsidies, global trade rules

NEW DELHI

A recent expert panel discus-
sion in New Delhi brought
renewed attention to the le-
gal and policy implications
of the World Trade Organi-
zation Panel Report on
transnational subsidies, par-
ticularly under the Agree-
ment on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures.
The deliberations focused
on how the ruling could re-

shape global trade gover-
nance and influence the di-
rection of industrial policy
in an increasingly intercon-
nected world economy.

The session was organised
by the Centre for Trade and
Investment Law at the Indi-
an Institute of Foreign Trade
in collaboration with the
South Asian International
Economic Law Network and
the Indian Society of Inter-
national Law. It convened

legal scholars, trade experts,
and policy specialists to
analyse evolving interpreta-
tions of subsidy rules under
international trade law.

A central focus of the dis-
cussion was the WTO dis-
pute concerning European
Union Countervailing and
Anti-Dumping Duties on
Stainless Steel Cold-Rolled
Flat Products from Indone-
sia. Experts examined the
European Union’s approach

ALK

of attributing financial con-
tributions from foreign enti-
ties, including state-linked
actors, to the Indonesian
government and treating
such contributions as coun-
tervailable subsidies. This
interpretation sparked debate
on how far subsidy rules can
extend in a global economy
where state and non-state fi-
nancial flows are increasing-
ly intertwined.

Participants closely anal-

ysed the WTO Panel’s find-
ings, which clarified that the
definition of “financial con-
tribution” under Article
1.1(a)(1) of the Agreement
on Subsidies and Counter-
vailing Measures is a closed
list. According to the inter-
pretation discussed, this
framework does not extend
to government-to-govern-
ment inducements, thereby
setting clear boundaries on
what can be classified as a

subsidy under WTO rules.

The panel also addressed
the concept of a “public
body,” stressing that its de-
termination must rely on a
substantive assessment of an
entity’s functions and its re-
lationship with the state,
rather than formal or admin-
istrative labels. This distinc-
tion was highlighted as cru-
cial for ensuring consistency
in subsidy investigations
across jurisdictions.
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Equities rise strongly on improving global market cues

NEW DELHI

investors remain focused on
developments surrounding ne-
gotiations between the United
States and Iran, movements in
global crude oil prices, and
fourth quarter FY26 earnings
commentary as they assess
market direction this week,
analysts said on Sunday.
Market participants noted
softer crude prices, improving
global sentiment, and stable
flows are supporting recovery
in Indian equities, though a fol-

low-through buying is needed
to confirm a durable uptrend
even as easing Middle East
tensions support sentiment.

Analysts said downside
risks appear limited while up-
side momentum is building,
suggesting a shift toward a
more stable structure depen-
dent on external catalysts
such as crude trends and geo-
political cues.

The week ended with gains
in benchmark indices, extend-
ing the uptrend for a second
week supported by improved

global risk appetite and opti-
mism over a potential US-Iran
peace agreement.

The Nifty and Sensex rose
over one percent each, while
broader markets outperformed
despite intermittent volatility
during the week.

Crude oil eased earlier due
to temporary shipping relief

through the Strait of Hormuz
before stabilizing at higher
levels, while foreign investors
showed early signs of stabili-
sation though weekly flows
remained slightly negative.

Domestic institutional inves-
tors turned net sellers in late
sessions due to profit booking,
while technical charts show
consolidation with resistance
near recent highs and support
at lower levels.

Sectorally, energy and met-
als are expected to outper-
form, while macro data in-

cluding infrastructure output
and PMI readings will guide
near-term sentiment and
growth outlook for markets.
Markets are expected to re-
main range bound in the near
term, with investors watching
global developments and
crude oil trends for direction.
Sustained foreign inflows and
continued domestic support
will be crucial for maintain-
ing momentum. Analysts be-
lieve that a decisive breakout
above key resistance levels
could trigger a stronger rally

in equities, while failure to
hold support may lead to re-
newed consolidation. Portfo-
lio strategies are likely to fa-
vor large cap quality stocks
with selective participation in
broader market segments.
Overall sentiment remains
cautiously optimistic, sup-
ported by improving global
cues and stabilising macro
conditions across major econ-
omies. Investors await fresh
data releases for further con-
firmation of trend strength in
coming sessions.
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-ISRAEL WAR IS HEADING

A Conflict That Has Reshaped
the Middle East and the World

The guns have, for now, largely fallen
quiet. A fragile two-week ceasefire, bro-
kered by Pakistan and announced on
April 8, 2026, temporarily halted what
had become the most explosive mili-
tary confrontation between the United
States, Israel, and Iran in modern histo-
ry. But with negotiations in Islamabad
having already failed in their first round,
with the truce expiring on April 21, and
with both sides still far apart on every
fundamental issue, the question on ev-
ery strategist's desk is the same: where
does this war go from here?

To answer that, it is necessary to
understand how the world arrived at
this dangerous threshold and what the
forces pulling the conflict in each direc-
tion actually look like.

From Proxy Conflu:t to Open
War: The Road to February 28

THE FEBRUARY 28 STRIKES AND THEIR AFTERMATH

he assault that began on

February 28 was unlike
anything that had come be-
fore. Joint US-Israeli strikes
targeted military installations,
government sites, and regime
leadership across at least 26
of Iran's 31 provinces. In the
opening hours, Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei was
killed, along with the com-
mander of the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps and Iran's
defense minister. Tehran was
the most heavily targeted loca-
tion.

Iran responded with an un-
precedented retaliatory barrage.
For the first time in history,
Iran fired missiles and drones

simultaneously at all six Gulf
Cooperation Council countries
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the
UAEstriking energy infrastruc-
ture, civilian airports, and com-
mercial hubs. It also launched
missiles at Israel and at US mil-
itary bases across the region.
Iranian forces moved to close
the Strait of Hormuz, through
which approximately 20 per-
cent of the world's oil passes,
sending global energy prices
into a spiral. In March, Iran
even launched two missiles tar-
geting the US-UK military base
at Diego Garcia, deep in the
Indian Ocean a range no one
had previously thought Iran ca-

pable of reaching.

The scale of Iran's retaliation
surprised many analysts. Past
Iranian strikes had been mea-
sured and calibrated for deter-
rence; this time, Tehran ap-
peared to have chosen escala-
tion. The war quickly drew in
Hezbollah, which opened a new
front in Lebanon. That conflict
has killed more than 2,000 peo-
ple in Lebanon alone. The
Houthis, restrained at first, re-
sumed limited attacks on Israel
in late March.

By early April, more than
4,000 people had been killed
across the broader conflict the-
ater, overwhelmingly in Iran
and Lebanon.

CONCLUSION

A Crisis Without Easy Exits

gional conflict it is a test of the internation-

The Iran-Israel war of 2026 is not just a re-

al order's capacity to manage nuclear risk,
resolve great-power competition, and constrain the
ambitions of states that feel existentially threat-
ened. As the ceasefire's expiration looms and Pa-
kistani mediators shuttle between capitals, the
margin for error grows smaller. Every additional
day of fighting deepens the military, economic,
and humanitarian damage. Every additional week
without TAEA access to Iran's nuclear facilities
increases uncertainty about what Iran is actually
doing underground. The war's direction will be
determined in the next few weeks by whether the
two sides can bridge the gap on nuclear enrich-
ment a gap that has defeated diplomats and de-
stroyed agreements for over a decade. If they can-
not, the world faces the grim prospect that this
pause is merely an intermission, not an ending.

or decades, Iran and Is-
F rael waged their enmity

through proxies, assas-
sinations, and cyberattacks.
Iran built and sustained the
so-called Axis of Resistance
— anetwork of armed groups
including Hezbollah in Leba-
non, Hamas in Gaza, and the
Houthis in Yemen — all
trained, funded, and directed,
in varying degrees, from Teh-
ran. Israel, meanwhile, con-
ducted hundreds of covert
strikes in Syria, targeted nu-
clear scientists inside Iran,

and waged a relentless shad-
ow war against the Islamic
Republic's ambitions.

That era of managed hostil-
ity ended decisively in 2024,
when Iran and Israel for the
first time struck each other's
soil openly and directly. In
April 2024, Tran launched over
330 drones and missiles at Is-
rael following an Israeli strike
on its consulate in Damascus.
In October of the same year,
Iran fired between 180 and
200 missiles at Israel in retali-
ation for the killing of Hamas
and Hezbollah leadership. Is-
rael, in turn, launched retalia-
tory airstrikes on Iranian terri-
tory.

The true turning point came
in June 2025, when Israel
launched what became known
as the Twelve-Day War a uni-
lateral surprise strike on Iran
that targeted nuclear facilities,

missile factories, military in-
frastructure, and senior regime
figures. The United States, un-
der President Donald Trump,
joined the campaign on June
22 and bombed three Iranian
nuclear sites. A ceasefire was
brokered just 12 days later, but
the strategic damage to Iran
was severe. Its air defenses
were significantly degraded,
its nuclear program set back,
and its regional allies Hezbol-
lah and Hamas had already
been substantially weakened
by Israeli military operations.

Yet the Twelve-Day War
solved nothing definitively.
Iran retained stockpiles of
highly enriched uranium in
underground facilities that
evaded destruction. The Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agen-
cy, unable to conduct inspec-
tions, could no longer verify
the status of Iran's nuclear

program. Iran's enrichment
"breakout time" the period re-
quired to produce enough fis-
sile material for a nuclear
weapon was assessed by the
Trump administration at just a
few weeks.

Beneath the military dimen-
sion, Iran's economy was also
in freefall. The Iranian curren-
cy had collapsed by December
2025. Protests erupted on De-
cember 28, spreading across
the country in January 2026, in
the largest civil unrest since
the 1979 revolution. The re-
gime responded with brutal
force, killing tens of thousands
of civilians in a crackdown
that drew international con-
demnation.

Despite these pressures, in-
direct nuclear negotiations be-
tween the US and Iran were
proceeding through February
2026, with Oman mediating.

THE NUCLEAR
QUESTION:
The War's
Unresolved Core

trip away all the tactical

maneuvering and what re-
mains at the heart of this war
is Iran's nuclear program or,
more precisely, uncertainty
about it.

Trump first justified the
February 28 strikes by claim-
ing Iran had restarted its nu-
clear program and was devel-
oping missiles capable of
striking the United States. US
intelligence, however, report-
ed no evidence of an active
weapons program, and as-
sessed Iran would need until
2035 to build such a missile if
it chose to. The IAEA, for its
part, has said that while Iran
has an ambitious nuclear pro-
gram, there was no confirmed
evidence of an ongoing weap-
ons program before the
strikes.

The strikes themselves may
have paradoxically worsened
the nuclear risk.

Where It Goes From Here: Three Possible Paths

The conflict now presents
the world with three
broad trajectories.The first
is a negotiated settlement.
The two-week ceasefire,
however contested, has cre-
ated a diplomatic opening.
Iran's parliamentary speak-
er's mention of "progress"
on April 19 suggests Tehran
has not entirely closed the

door.

If Pakistan's diplomatic
shuttle succeeds in bridging
the gap between Washing-
ton's demand for a 20-year
enrichment suspension and
Tehran's counteroffer of
five years, a broader frame-

work agreement becomes
conceivable. But Iran's deep
mistrust of the US rooted in
Trump's 2018 withdrawal
from the JCPOA and the
launching of this very war
during ongoing negotiations
makes any durable deal ex-
tremely difficult to close.
The second is prolonged
low-intensity conflict. If the
ceasefire expires without
renewal and full-scale fight-
ing resumes, both sides face
enormous costs. Iran's
economy, already devastat-
ed by sanctions and the cur-
rency collapse, cannot sus-
tain a prolonged exchange

with the world's most pow-
erful military. But Iran's
leadership has shown re-
peatedly that it is willing to
absorb enormous pain to
avoid what it perceives as
capitulation. A grinding war
of attrition featuring contin-
ued strikes, proxy escala-
tion in Lebanon and Yemen,
shipping disruptions, and
asymmetric naval pressure
could persist for months.

The third is the
worst-case scenario:

an uncontrolled escala-
tion that produces wider
regional war or, in the

most extreme reading,
an Iranian decision to
cross the nuclear thresh-
old as the regime's last
guarantee of survival.

The killing of Khame-
nei has removed the one
figure capable of impos-
ing centralized strategic
discipline on Iran's
many moving parts.
Who speaks for Iran
now the new supreme
leader, the IRGC, the
hard-line factions re-
mains opaque, and that
opacity is itself a source
of dangerous unpredict-
ability.

The Ceasefire: Fraglle and Contested

Forty days into the war,
with oil markets in tur-
moil, global shipping disrupt-
ed, and international pressure
mounting, the United States
and Iran agreed to a two-week
ceasefire brokered by Paki-
stan. The announcement came
on April 7 (April 8 local time
in the Middle East). Iran com-
mitted to reopening the Strait
of Hormuz.
All parties
including
Israel
agreed to
halt hostili-
ties. The
ceasefire
immediate-
ly became
mired in
disputes.
Israel re-
jected Paki-
stan's assertion that Lebanon
was included in the truce, and
within hours of the ceasefire
announcement, Israeli forces
launched their strongest wave
of strikes on Lebanon since
the war began hitting more
than 100 targets in a single
day. Iran responded by tem-
porarily blocking the Strait of
Hormuz again, blaming Israe-
li attacks on Lebanon. The
Strait has become the con-
flict's most potent economic
weapon, and its status has
fluctuated almost daily. On
April 12, US Vice President

JD Vance led negotiations
in Islamabad. The talks failed.
The core sticking points were
as intractable as ever: the
United States demanded Iran
abandon its nuclear enrich-
ment program, surrender
more than 400 kilograms of
highly enriched uranium, and
dismantle its major nuclear
facilities. The US proposed a
20-year suspension of Iranian
enrichment. Iran countered
with a five-year suspension
and a refusal to dismantle.
Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said the two sides

were "inches away" from an
agreement when the US shift-
ed to what he called "maxi-
malism" and "moving goal-
posts."

As of April 19, a Pakistani
delegation has landed in Teh-
ran carrying a new message
from Washington in an at-
tempt to revive negotiations.
The ceasefire is set to expire
in two days. Iranian parlia-
ment speaker has touted
"progress" in discussions, but
the US naval blockade of Ira-
nian ports which Iran says has
driven it to reassert control of
the Hormuz Strait remains in
place and is itself a flashpoint.
US destroyers have entered
the Strait for the first time
since the war began, ostensi-
bly for minesweeping.

Iran has warned that any
further US naval movement
could constitute a ceasefire
violation.

\

THE REGIONAL
RIPPLE EFFECTS

The war has dramatically
reshaped Middle Eastern
geopolitics in ways that will
outlast any ceasefire. Iran
struck all six GCC states in
its retaliatory barrage — a
historic first that has shat-
tered the tacit understand-
ing that had prevented Iran
from targeting Gulf monar-
chies openly for decades.
Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
which had been carefully
cultivating closer ties with
Tehran in recent years,
now face an Iran that has
demonstrated willingness
to hit their oil infrastructure
and residential areas. That
trust, carefully built over
years of diplomacy, has
likely been set back by a
generation. Lebanon faces
catastrophic consequenc-

es. Over 2,000 people
have been killed since the
Lebanon front opened in
early March. Hezbollah,
already weakened by Israe-
li operations in 2024 and
2025, is now fighting a full-
scale 2026 Lebanon war.
The civilian toll is mount-
ing and Lebanon's fragile
institutions are struggling
to cope. The Houthis
remain a wild card. Having
once stepped back, they
resumed limited strikes

on Israel in late March.
IRGC officials have hint-
ed that I[ran may push its
Houthi allies to blockade
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait,
which would add another
chokepoint to the shipping
disruptions already caused
by the Strait of Hormuz
closure compounding the
global economic fallout
immensely.




SPORTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

MONDAY » APRIL 20, 2026

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

unha Fires Man United Closer to

Champions League, Chelsea Falter Again

United boost top -five hopes as Chelsea slump deepens under mounting pressure

LONDON

Matheus Cunha struck the de-
cisive goal as Manchester
United edged past Chelsea
1-0, taking a significant step
towards securing qualification
for next season’s UEFA
Champions League.

The victory at Stamford
Bridge strengthened United’s
grip on third place, opening a
10-point gap over sixth-
placed Chelsea with only a
handful of matches remain-
ing. With the top five teams
set to qualify for Europe’s
elite competition, the result
placed United firmly on
course to end their two-year

absence from the Champions
League.

In contrast, Chelsea’s fourth
consecutive league defeat left
their hopes of qualification in

tatters and 1nten51ﬁed scrutiny
on manager Liam Rosenior,
who has endured a difficult
start to his tenure. “We have
to keep fighting,” Rosenior

said, acknowledging the
growing pressure while urg-
ing his side to respond posi-
tively.

Despite missing several key

players, United delivered a
disciplined defensive perfor-
mance under interim boss Mi-
chael Carrick. Forced to field
a makeshift backline, includ-
ing teenager Ayden Heaven,
the visitors held firm to se-
cure a crucial clean sheet.
Carrick praised his side’s re-
silience, describing the result
as “massive” in the context of
their campaign.

Chelsea, meanwhile, strug-
gled in attack without injured
top scorer Joao Pedro. For-
ward Liam Delap failed to
capitalise on his opportunity,
while Enzo Fernandez came
closest to scoring with a curl-
ing effort that narrowly

missed the target. The deci-
sive moment came just before
half-time when Cunha fin-
ished clinically from an assist
by Bruno Fernandes, who
registered his 18th league as-
sist of the season.

Chelsea improved after the
break and created chances
through Delap and Moises
Caicedo, but were unable to
find an equaliser.

The final whistle was met
with boos from the home
crowd, reflecting growing
frustration. With their Cham-
pions League hopes fading,
Chelsea now appear destined
for a place in the Europa
League at best next season.

i

Soc1edad Trlumph on
Penalties, Matarazzo Clinches
First Title in Copa del Rey Final

SEVILLE

Real Sociedad defeated Atlet-
ico Madrid in a dramatic pen-
alty shootout to win the Copa
del Rey, handing coach Pel-
legrino Matarazzo the first
major title of his career.

The final ended 2-2 after
extra time before Sociedad
held their nerve to win 4-3 on
penalties. Goalkeeper Unai
Marrero emerged as the hero,
saving spot-kicks from Alex-
ander Sorloth and Julian Al-

varez, while Pablo Marin con-
verted the decisive penalty.

Sociedad made a sensation-
al start, scoring just 14 sec-
onds after kickoff through
Ander Barrenetxea — the
fastest goal ever recorded in a
Copa del Rey final. The move
involved only three touches
before the winger headed
home, catching Atletico’s de-
fence off guard.

Atletico responded through
Ademola Lookman in the
19th minute, but Sociedad re-
gained the lead just before
half-time when Mikel Oyarz-
abal converted a penalty after

a foul by goalkeeper Juan

Musso.The contest remained
finely balanced, with Julian
Alvarez levelling the score
late in regulation time. Both
sides had chances in extra
time, including efforts that
struck the woodwork, but nei-
ther could find a winner.

In the shootout, Marrero’s
composure proved decisive as
Sociedad secured a memora-
ble victory. “It has been an
unbelievable journey,” said
Matarazzo, who took charge
of the club in December when
they were hovering just above
the relegation zone. Within
four months, he guided the
Basque side to silverware and
a strong league position.

Atletico manager Diego
Simeone acknowledged his
side’s missed opportunities
but praised Sociedad’s clini-
cal edge. The defeat marked a
bitter blow for Atletico, who
will now shift focus to their
upcoming Champions League
semifinal.

For Sociedad, the triumph
capped a remarkable turn-
around and signalled the start
of a promising new era under
Matarazzo’s leadership.

Gnabry Injury Blow for Bayern,
World Cup Hopes Hang in Balance

MUNICH

Serge Gnabry is likely to miss
the remainder of the season
after suffering a serious inju-
ry, dealing a major setback to
Bayern Munich and casting
doubt over his participation in
the upcoming FIFA World
Cup 2026.

The German forward sus-
tained a tear in the adductor
muscle of his right thigh, with
Bayern confirming he will be
sidelined for an extended pe-
riod. While the club did not
specify an exact recovery
timeline, the nature of the in-
jury suggests Gnabry could
miss all remaining fixtures of
the season.

His absence comes at a cru-
cial juncture for Bayern, who
are in contention for multiple
trophies. The club is on the

verge of securing the Bunde-
sliga title and remains in the
hunt in both domestic and Eu-
ropean competitions.

They are set to face VB
Stuttgart in the league, fol-
lowed by a German Cup
semifinal against Bayer
Leverkusen, before turning
their focus to a high-stakes
Champions League semifinal
clash with Paris Saint-Ger-
main.

Gnabry has been an im-
portant contributor this sea-
son, scoring eight goals and
providing seven assists as
Bayern continued their at-
tacking dominance, includ-
ing a record-breaking goal
tally in the Bundesliga.

His pace, versatility, and
experience have made him a
key figure in the squad.

The injury also raises sig-

nificant concerns for Germa-
ny ahead of the World Cup.
Gnabry has been a regular
under national team coach
Julian Nagelsmann, starting
every World Cup qualifier
and featuring prominently in
recent friendlies.

His consistent selection
indicated he was firmly part
of Germany’s plans for the
tournament set to be held
across Mexico, Canada, and

the United States.

With limited time to re-
cover, Gnabry now faces a
race against fitness to be
ready for the global show-
piece.

For Bayern, his absence
will test squad depth during
a decisive phase, while for
Germany, it could mean re-
thinking attacking options if
the experienced forward
fails to return in time.
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Full-Time Doctor,
Marathon Star: Kartik
Karkera Chases Asian

Games Gold
NEW DELHI

Kartik Karkera is redefining
boundaries by pursuing two
demanding careers simultane-
ously — as an orthopedic
doctor and one of India’s fast-
est emerging marathon run-
ners — with his sights firmly
set on Asian Games gold.

The 28-year-old, currently
based in Nashik, has rapidly
risen in India’s long-distance
running circuit, winning both
the Mumbai and Delhi mara-
thons. His personal best of
2:13:10 places him among the
country’s elite and below the
qualifying standard set by the
Athletics Federation of India
for the Asian Games.

Karkera’s journey has been
anything but conventional.
After moving to Russia in
2016 to pursue an MBBS de-
gree, he spent nearly eight
years completing his medical
education, including a post-
graduate degree in orthopae-
dics. During this time, run-
ning remained a personal
passion, gradually evolving
into a professional pursuit —
particularly during the
COVID-19 pandemic, when
he trained relentlessly on a
400m track.\ Under the guid-
ance of Yuriy Borzakovskiy,
Karkera honed his skills and
began competing at a higher
level. His performances in
Russia, including a strong
showing in the Moscow Half
Marathon, laid the foundation
for his return to India as a se-
rious contender.

Warm Welcome for Valshah After Historic Candidates Triumph

CHENNAI

R Vaishali received a rous-
ing welcome on her return
home after clinching the
Women’s Candidates title,
marking a historic milestone
in her chess career. The
24-year-old arrived at the
Chennai International Air-
port shortly after midnight
on Sunday, days after her
dramatic victory in Paphos.

Vaishali secured the title
with a crucial final-round
win over Kateryna Lagno,
capping an intense and
closely contested tourna-

ment. Speaking after her ar-
rival, she described the
event as “very close and un-
predictable,” adding that it
could have gone either way
until the final moments.

A large crowd of family

members, friends, and en-
thusiastic young fans gath-
ered at the terminal to wel-
come the champion. Around
30 schoolchildren waited
patiently with banners and
flowers, celebrating her

achievement as she emerged
from the arrivals gate. The
emotional highlight came
when Vaishali reunited with
her father, Ramesh Babu,
sharing a warm embrace be-
fore joining well-wishers.
Amid the celebrations,
Vaishali cut a cake themed
around a chessboard, symbol-
ising her triumph. Reflecting
on her journey, she admitted
that the tournament had been
mentally demanding. She not-
ed that losing a game to Zhu
Jiner midway through the
event unexpectedly eased the
pressure of leading, allowing

her to refocus for the final
rounds.

“It’s a long and gruelling
tournament. You have to stay
focused until the very end,”
she said, describing the expe-
rience as a valuable learning
phase in her career.

Vaishali’s victory has
earned her a place in the up-
coming Women’s World
Championship, where she will
challenge reigning champion
Ju Wenjun. The achievement
also strengthens India’s pres-
ence on the global chess stage,
alongside Gukesh Dommaraju
in the open category.

India Hockey at Crossroads: World Cup
Glory or Olympic Qualification Priority?

BENGALURU

India’s men’s and wom-
en’s hockey teams face a
crucial strategic dilemma
as they prepare for a
packed international calen-
dar, with decisions likely
to shape their future on the
global stage.

The twin challenges of
the upcoming World Cup
in Europe and the Asian
Games in Japan have
placed Hockey India and
team management in a dif-
ficult position — whether
to prioritise global glory or
secure a direct berth for
the 2028 Olympics.

Both teams will compete
in the World Cup in the
Netherlands and Belgium
from August 15 to 30, be-
fore heading to Japan for
the Asian Games from
September 19 to October
4. The tight 18-day turn-
around, coupled with stark
differences in weather,
travel, and competition in-
tensity, has sparked debate
over squad selection and
player workload.

Historically, India’s

World Cup success has
been limited, with the
men’s team last winning
the title in 1975 and the
women’s best finish being
fourth in 1974. In contrast,
the Asian Games offer a
more realistic medal op-
portunity, with the added
incentive of direct Olym-
pic qualification for gold
medallists.

The Sports Ministry has
reportedly suggested field-
ing second-string squads at
the World Cup while de-
ploying full-strength teams
at the Asian Games. How-
ever, head coaches Craig
Fulton and Sjoerd Marijne

have indicated a prefer-
ence for playing their best
players in both tourna-
ments.

Former India drag-flick-
er VR Raghunath believes
the challenge is more men-
tal than physical, pointing
out that modern players
are better conditioned to
handle intense schedules.
He cited India’s 2014 cam-
paign, where the team per-
formed strongly in back-
to-back events, as evi-
dence that success is pos-
sible with proper manage-
ment.

Echoing a note of cau-
tion, former captain MM

Somaya stressed that in-
sufficient recovery time in
similar situations in the
past had affected perfor-
mance, underscoring the
need for careful planning.

Ultimately, the decision

may hinge on player fit-
ness, form, and feedback,
alongside strategic priori-
ties. With support staff ex-
pected to play a key role in
managing fatigue and
preparation, the coming
months will be critical.

As India eyes both podi-

um finishes and Olympic
qualification, striking the
right balance remains the
ultimate test.

Top Indian Athletes to Undergo DNA
Testing Under AFT’s Project GENESIS

BENGALURU

In a significant step towards
integrating advanced sports
science, top Indian athletes
are set to undergo DNA test-
ing under Project GENESIS,
an initiative launched by the
Athletics Federation of India.
The proposal, approved
during the federation’s annual
general meeting in Kohima
earlier this month, is aimed at
enhancing injury prevention
and performance optimisa-
tion.

According to AFI officials,
the programme is purely re-
search-driven and will focus
on building a scientific data-
base tailored to Indian ath-
letes. AFI spokesperson
Adille Sumariwalla empha-
sised that the testing will re-
main confidential and is not
intended for talent identifica-
tion. Instead, the data collect-
ed will help understand mus-
cle composition, physiologi-
cal traits, and body structure.

The federation believes
such insights can play a

crucial role in designing per-
sonalised training pro-
grammes, improving recovery
strategies, and reducing injury
risks. Sumariwalla pointed
out that most existing global
research is based on Western
populations, highlighting the
lack of India-specific genetic
data in sports science. Project
GENESIS — Genomics for
Elite Sports Integrated Sys-
tem — aims to bridge this gap
through ethical and evi-
dence-based practices.
Meanwhile, selection deci-
sions for the upcoming World
Athletics Relays have sparked
debate. Among Karnataka’s
leading sprinters, only SS Sne-
ha secured a place in the Indian
squad for the event in Bo-
tswana. Notably absent
were prominent names
such as Manikanta
Hoblidhar, Unnathi

Aiyappa, MR
Poovamma,
and GK Vi-
jaya-

kumari. While Manikanta’s
omission was attributed to a
recent muscle injury, the exclu-
sion of experienced quartermil-
ers Poovamma and Vijayaku-
mari raised eyebrows, especial-
ly as selected athletes like Ku-
mari Saloni and Ansa Babu
have recorded slower timings
this season.
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IPL2026: Ajinkya Rahane
Relieved as KKR End Losing Streak

KKR skipper finds humour after tense win, credits teammates for turnaround effort

NEW DELHI

Ajinkya Rahane expressed
relief and a touch of humour
after Kolkata Knight Riders
secured their first win of IPL
2026, joking that he finally
got “five extra minutes” on
the field following the victory
over Rajasthan Royals.
Having endured a string of
defeats earlier in the season,
Rahane noted that he was of-
ten among the first players
back in the dressing room for
post-match interviews. “First
of all, really happy to be here.
I got five extra minutes after
the game,” he quipped, re-
flecting the team’s
long-awaited turnaround.
The KKR skipper was
quick to credit key perform-
ers, especially Rinku Singh,
whose unbeaten 53 anchored
the chase, and Varun Chakar-
avarthy, who returned to form
with figures of 3/14. Rahane
also praised Anukul Roy for
his crucial support during the
match-winning partnership.
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“Really happy for Rinku,
Anukul and Varun. They’ve
been working hard, and it’s
good to see them deliver un-
der pressure,” Rahane said,
acknowledging both the indi-
vidual efforts and the team’s
resilience.

Reflecting on the chase,
Rahane offered a measured
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view on modern batting ap-
proaches, suggesting that
strike rate can sometimes be
overrated. He emphasised the
importance of rotating the
strike and building partner-
ships, especially on challeng-
ing pitches.

“On wickets like this, it’s
about singles and doubles, not
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just big hits,” he said, adding
that the team had learned
from recent mistakes.

With a five-day break be-
fore their next match, Rahane
stressed the need for honest
reflection and improved com-
munication within the squad
as KKR look to build momen-
tum in the tournament.

RCB Scripted History
with 100th Home Match at
Chinnaswam

Bengaluru franchise reached milestone, celebrating legacy
of iconic matches and moments

BENGALURU

Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru scripted history in the In-
dian Premier League 2026
by becoming the first team
to play 100 matches at a sin-
gle home venue when they
faced Delhi Capitals at the
iconic M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium on Saturday.

The milestone coincided
with a significant anniversa-
ry, marking 19 years since
the IPL began at the same
venue. On that opening
night, Brendon McCullum
had delivered a historic 158
for Kolkata Knight Riders
against RCB, setting the
tone for a tournament that
transformed cricket in India.
RCB, featuring stars like Ra-
hul Dravid, Jacques Kallis,
and a young Virat Kohli,

were bowled out for just 82
— still their lowest total at
the venue.Over the years,
the Chinnaswamy Stadium
witnessed numerous unfor-
gettable moments. Among
the most iconic was Chris
Gayle’s unbeaten 175 in
2013 against Pune Warriors
India, which powered RCB
to a staggering 263 — a re-
cord IPL total that stood for

over a decade. Gayle’s 30-
ball century in that match
remained the fastest in
league history.In 100 match-
es at the venue, RCB record-
ed 48 wins and 46 losses,
along with one tied game,
underlining their strong con-
nection with their home
ground. The stadium had
also been a stage for batting
brilliance from legends.

Klaasen Stresses Responsibility
Over Strike Rate in Tough Situations

HYDERABAD

Heinrich Klaasen underlined
the importance of maturity
and responsibility in pressure
situations after guiding Sun-
risers Hyderabad to a narrow
win over Chennai Super
Kings in the ongoing Indian
Premier League 2026.Klaas-
en’s composed 59 off 39 balls
proved crucial as SRH posted
a competitive total, eventually
securing a 10-run victory.
Walking in after a flurry of
early wickets, the South Afri-
can batter steadied the innings
and ensured momen-
tum was maintained
through the middle
overs following
Abhishek Sharma’s
explosive start.Despite
consistent contributions
this season, Klaasen’s

g
strike rate — currently at :a -

144.39 — has drawn scrutiny,
especially given his previous
campaigns where he scored
at over 170. His relatively
cautious starts have also been
noted, but the wicketkeep-
er-batter made it clear that his
role often demands adaptability

rather than aggression from the
outset.“I have been coming in at
situations where we have lost
four wickets in one or two overs.
So I cannot go hard right from
the start. I need to get the job
done,” Klaasen said after the
match. He emphasised that an-
choring the innings and guid-
ing the team out of difficult
phases remained his primary
responsibility.“In difficult sit-
uations, you have to take re-
sponsibility and be mature. We
get paid to do the job and I
don’t care about strike rate. I
know there has been

@ a lot said
. about it this
season, but
| I have
¥ Dbeen put-
ting the
 team.

CSK captain struggles for form as Ashwin questions approach after SRH loss

Ashwin Says Ruturaj’s Mind
‘Cluttered’ Amid Lean Patch

NEW DELHI

Former India off-spinner Rav-
ichandran Ashwin has raised
concerns over Ruturaj Gaik-
wad’s mindset, suggesting the
Chennai Super Kings skipper
appears mentally cluttered
during a difficult run in the
ongoing Indian Premier
League 2026.

Gaikwad, who has managed
just 82 runs in six matches
this season, endured another
disappointing outing against
Sunrisers Hyderabad, where
CSK fell short by 10 runs
while chasing 195. Despite a
blazing 13-ball 30 from
youngster Ayush Mhatre that
set the tone early, the chase
lost momentum as wickets
fell at crucial intervals.

Ashwin felt the match pre-
sented an ideal opportunity
for Gaikwad to rediscover his
rhythm. “It was the best
chance for him to score runs.

eIk il‘ o
He didn’t need to take risks
because of the way Mhatre

started. It was right there for
him to settle in and build an

innings,” he said during a
broadcast discussion.
However, Gaikwad failed to
capitalise and was dismissed
after getting what Ashwin de-
scribed as a “very good ball.”
The veteran spinner believes
mounting pressure may be af-
fecting the CSK captain’s
clarity at the crease. “I just
feel he is under immense
pressure, and his mind ap-
pears to be a bit cluttered,” he

added.

CSK’s batting struggles
were compounded by an im-
pressive bowling display from
SRH, led by Eshan Malinga,
who claimed 3/29 in four
overs. Earlier, half-centuries
from Abhishek Sharma and
Heinrich Klaasen powered
Hyderabad to a competitive
194/9.

Meanwhile, SRH bowling
coach Varun Aaron backed
young pacer Praful Hinge de-
spite an expensive outing,
calling him a long-term pros-
pect.

Elsewhere, Delhi Capitals
edged past Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, thanks to a late
flourish from David Miller,
earning praise from Chetesh-
war Pujara for his composure
under pressure.

With form and confidence
wavering, Gaikwad’s resur-
gence remains key to CSK’s
campaign moving forward.

Speculation around Dhoni’s return grows as CSK
maintains silence on comeback

Will He, Won’t He — The Dhoni
Game Keeps Fans Guessing

HYDERABAD

The intrigue surrounding
MS Dhoni’s return reached
fever pitch during the ongo-
ing Indian Premier League
2026, with every Chennai
Super Kings fixture domi-
nated by one persistent
question — will he play?

Ahead of their clash
against Sunrisers Hyder-
abad, anticipation surged
after CSK’s social media
hinted at Dhoni’s arrival in
Hyderabad. Fans expected a
comeback, especially as the
build-up gathered momen-
tum across platforms. How-
ever, at the training session,
the 44-year-old maintained
a low profile, engaging only
in light drills and a casual
game of foot-volleyball
alongside teammates, in-
cluding Sanju Samson and
Sarfaraz Khan.

Head coach Stephen
Fleming offered little clarity,
sticking to the familiar line
that Dhoni was “progressing
well” in his recovery. The
ambiguity only deepened

the suspense surrounding his
availability.

Just when it seemed the
day would pass without any
concrete update, a late de-
velopment reignited excite-
ment. As the squad conclud-
ed training at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Cricket
Stadium, Dhoni reappeared
in full batting gear. Facing
side-arm throwdowns, he
displayed glimpses of vin-
tage form, launching tower-
ing shots and even executing
his trademark helicopter
shot with ease.The brief yet
electrifying session was
enough to set off a wave of
optimism among fans. By
matchday, the conversation
had shifted from whether he

would feature to how much
game time he might get.
However, the anticipation
proved short-lived. When
the team sheets were an-
nounced at the toss, Dhoni’s
name was missing — not
only from the playing XI but
also from the list of impact
substitutes. The development
reset expectations and pro-
longed the uncertainty
around his return. For fans
and followers of the game,
the Dhoni saga continued to
oscillate between hope and
doubt.As CSK’s campaign
progressed, the question re-
mained unanswered —
when would Dhoni finally
return, or would the wait
continue indefinitely?

Agarkar Retained as Chief Selector
as BCCI Renews Contract for Year

NEW DELHI

Ajit Agarkar will continue as
chairman of India’s senior se-
lection committee after the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India renewed his contract
for another year, prioritising
stability ahead of the 2027
ODI World Cup.

The decision, widely antic-
ipated within cricketing cir-
cles, ensures continuity at the
helm of the selection panel
during a crucial transition
phase for Indian cricket.
Agarkar, who took
charge in 2023, has
overseen a period
marked by both
success and signif-
icant restructuring
within the national
side.

Under his leader-
ship, India reached four
ICC tournament finals be-
tween October 2023 and
March 2026, emerging victo-
rious in three of them — in-
cluding two T20 World Cup
titles and one ICC Champions
Trophy. These achievements
played a key role in the
board’s decision to retain him
for a fourth year.

A senior BCCI source clar-
ified that Agarkar did not ac-
tively seek an extension, not-
ing that selectors are permit-
ted to serve up to four years
in either junior or senior pan-
els. The current move is

therefore classified as a con-
tract renewal rather than an
extension.Agarkar’s tenure
has been defined by several
bold and often difficult deci-
sions. The selection commit-
tee oversaw the Test retire-
ments of stalwarts Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma, both of
which were described as per-
sonal choices but carried sig-
nificant implications for the
team’s future direction. Addi-
tionally, the panel initiated the
gradual phasing out of expe-
rienced pacer Mohammed
Shami from internation-
al cricket.

The committee

also demonstrated
a willingness to
back form over
reputation. One of
its notable calls in-
cluded leaving out
Test and ODI captain
Shubman Gill from the T20
World Cup squad, instead opt-
ing for in-form wicketkeep-
er-batter Ishan Kishan.

Sources close to Agarkar

indicated that he preferred to
let his performance speak for
itself rather than lobby for a
continuation. The BCCTI’s de-
cision reflects confidence in
his leadership and strategic
vision.With a major global
tournament on the horizon,
Agarkar’s continued presence
is expected to provide consis-
tency as India shapes its
squad for future challenges.

th

Punjab Kings (254/7) beat Lucknow Super Giants by 54 runsin
the IPL 2026 match at the Maharaja Yadavindra Singh PCA
Stadium in Chandigarh on Sunday.

Steyn Calls SRH Win
Over CSK a Potential
Turning Point

NEW DELHI

Former South Africa pace great
Dale Steyn believed Sunrisers
Hyderabad’s victory over Chen-
nai Super Kings could mark a
crucial turning point in their In-
dian Premier League 2026 cam-
paign, following a resurgence
after a slow start.SRH secured a
hard-fought 10-run win over
CSK, registering back-to-back
victories and gaining momen-
tum in the league standings. The
Hyderabad side posted a com-

petitive 194/9, powered by im-
pressive knocks from Abhishek
Sharma and Heinrich Klaasen,
before their bowlers delivered a
disciplined performance to re-
strict CSK to 184/8.

SHREYAS IYER

Sets Sights on Trophy, Emphasises
Present-Focused Approach

MUMBAI

Shreyas Iyer made it clear
that his primary mission in
the Indian Premier League
2026 is to lift the trophy with
Punjab Kings, while stressing
the importance of staying
grounded in the present to
achieve long-term success.
Having narrowly missed
out on the title in the previous
season, [yer has returned with
renewed determination and a
fresh mindset. Speaking about
his approach, the PBKS skip-
per said that focusing on the
present moment helps main-
tain control and clarity
on the field. “The
mission is to lift the
trophy. But the more
you stay in the pres-
ent, the more you
stay in control,” he
said, adding that he
encourages his
teammates to
adopt the same
philosophy.
Iyer high-

lighted that the team’s focus
is on constant improvement
rather than dwelling on past
results or looking too far
ahead.

“We just want to improve
each day and make sure we
put our best foot forward.
When everything comes to-
gether and that synergy
builds, everything falls into
place,” he noted.Reflecting on
his journey with Punjab
Kings, Iyer spoke about em-
bracing the nickname ‘Sar-
panch’, a title given to him by
teammates. Initially unsure of
its meaning, he later under-
stood it symbolised lead-
ership and responsibility

— something he has
grown into during his
time with the franchise.
The captain also revisit-
ed a memorable knock
from the previous sea-
son, where he fell
short of a century
in his debut
match
PBKS.
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