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Bihar’s 10dulkar

to take oath today

Stage set for Nitish 10.0; the focus now shifts to the contours
of the new Bihar cabinet after a historic return of NDA

PATNA

Nitish Kumar is set to take the
oath as the Chief Minister of
Bihar for a record 10th time,
leading a new National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) gov-
ernment.

The NDA on Wednesday
unanimously elected Nitish
Kumar as the coalition’s leg-
islative party leader in the Bi-

Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar

NEW DELHI

Anmol Bishnoi, brother and
close associate of jailed gang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi, was
produced before the special
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) Court at Patiala
House here on Wednesday
following his arrest after his
deportation from the US to
India on Tuesday.

The NIA secured 11-day
custody of the gangster, who
is accused in the Baba Sid-
dique assault case as well as
the conspiracy behind the
murder of Punjabi singer Sid-
hu Moosewala.

According to sources, the
NIA discreetly moved Anmol
out of the Delhi Airport due to
security concerns before

MYSURU

RBI may cut repo You cannot win
rate by 0.25% every day, I'm
in December always cheering for
meeting India: Manu Bhaker

In a statement, the NIA said
Anmol is the 19th accused to
be arrested for his involve-
ment in the terror-syndicate
led by his brother Lawrence.
He had been on the run since
2022 and was charged in
March 2023 for allegedly
helping his brother and desig-
nated ‘terrorist’ Goldy Brar
carry out terror activities be-
tween 2020 and 2023.

He is a key accused in the
murder of Baba Siddique, a
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and Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) leader, who was
shot dead in Mumbai last
year, it stated.

He also faces at least 18
criminal cases, including his
alleged involvement in the
firing outside Bollywood ac-
tor Salman Khan’s residence
in April last year and the mur-
der of a Punjabi Singer, Sidhu
Moosewala, in 2022. Origi-
nally from Punjab’s Fazilka
district, Anmol was on NIA’s
list of ‘most wanted’ individ-
uals and has a reward of %10
lakh on his name.

The NIA further stated that
Anmol escaped India using a
forged passport, travelling
through Nepal, then moving
to Dubai and Kenya before
eventually making his way to
the US.

NIA charges against
Anmol Bishnoi

m Actively aided designated
individual terrorist Goldy Brar
and Lawrence Bishnoi in the
commission of various acts
of terrorism in the country
during the 2020-2023 period.

m Ran terror syndicates and
executed terrorist acts, in

association with the Bishnoi
gang, while hiding in the US.

m Actively engaged in
extortion in India from the
foreign soil with the help of
other gangsters.

m Extended logistical sup-
port to shooters and their
ground operatives of the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang.
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ernment. He also submitted

the list of all 202 NDA MLAs
to the Governor.

Khan accepted Nitish’s res-
ignation and invited him to
form the new government. He
also asked him to continue as
the caretaker chief minister
till then. The 17th Bihar Leg-
islative Assembly was also
dissolved (on Wednesday) as
per the recommendations of
the state cabinet submitted to
the governor.

Senior NDA leaders Union
minister Chirag Paswan, out-
going deputy chief ministers

Samrat Choudhary, Vijay Ku-
mar Sinha, outgoing Bihar
minister Vijay Kumar Choud-
hary, Rajya Sabha member
Upendra Kushwaha and oth-
ers accompanied him to the
Raj Bhavan.

The newly-elected BJP law-
makers chose Samrat Choud-
hary as their legislative party
leader and Vijay Kumar Sinha
as deputy leader. They will
continue as Bihar deputy
chief ministers.

The swearing-in ceremony
of the new government will

be held at Patna’s historic
Gandhi Maidan on Thursday.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, and other BJP
leaders and chief ministers
from the NDA-ruled states are
expected to attend the cere-
mony amid tight security ar-
rangements in place.

The NDA stormed to power in
Bihar, winning 202 seats in the
243-member assembly, with
the BJP bagging 89, the JDU
85, the LJP(RV) 19, the HAM
5 and the RLM 4.

Hawk Force
inspector martyred
during anti-Naxalop °ENSAtURY
MUMBAI Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

Inspector Ashish Sharma of
the Madhya Pradesh Police’s
elite anti-Naxal unit, the
Hawk Force, was martyred in
action during an early-morn-
ing encounter with armed
Naxal cadres in the dense for-
ests near the MP—Chhattis-
garh—Maharashtra tri-junction
on Wednesday. Ashish (40), a
decorated officer with two
gallantry medals, sustained
fatal bullet injuries and suc-
cumbed.

on Wednesday said that a cor-
pus fund of X1 crore would be
set up in Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB).
Speaking at the Golden Ju-
bilee celebrations of the KSP-
CB, he said that programmes
would be organised every
year from the interest earned
from this deposit. An award
would be instituted in the
name of environmentalist
Saalumarada Thimmakka,
who passed away recently,
and five environmentalists

would be awarded annually.

He appealed to the citizens
to join hands with the govern-
ment to make Bengaluru plas-
tic-free by 2030. “Bengaluru
city alone generates 900
tonnes of plastic. It can be-
come plastic-free only if only

through public awareness and
people join hands with the
government,” the CM said.

He said that Bengaluru was
often criticised as a garbage
city, but the government’s
goal was to make it gar-
bage-free.
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'CM, HM must bring law and
= order instateorresign: BJP

‘Repeated warnings were given whenever cases of violence against
women, rape, and murder occurred, yet the govt failed to act effectively’

PR e
Beloved
Vidhana Soudha lift

operator passes away

Bengaluru
Krishnappa, a retired lift
operator at Vidhana
Soudha, passed away
suddenly. He had faithful-
ly served for over 32 years,
helping transport the
Chief Minister, dignitaries,
and staff across the state
secretariat. Having retired
in July, Krishnappa had re-
turned to submit his pen-
sion papers but tragically
suffered a severe heart
attack overnight. Col-
leagues said he did not
wake up in the morning.
Known for his friendly na-
ture, he was also familiar
with media personnel
covering events at Vidha-
na Soudha. His sudden
demise has left coworkers
and friends mourning the
loss of a dedicated and
warm-hearted colleague.

Institute shares
support for farmers
through webcast

Bengaluru
ICAR-NBAIR in Bengaluru
organised a live webcast

of the ‘Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN)’ programme
for farmers at its Yelahan-
ka campus. The event
helped many small and
marginal farmers under-
stand the benefits of the
scheme. Dr. K. Sudhakar,
Member of Parliament
from Chikkaballapura, at-
tended as the chief guest,
while former Kolar MP
Shri S. Muniswamy was
present as the guest of
honour. The programme
began with Dr. T. Venkate-
san explaining the insti-
tute’s work and how its
activities support farmers
in the region. In his
speech, Dr. Sudhakar said
the PM-KISAN scheme
has been very helpful to
farmers since its launchin
2019. He noted that al-
most 3,91,000 crore has
already been sent directly
to nearly nine crore farm-
ers across the country.
Under the 21st instalment
alone, he said that
18,000 crore will reach
farmers’ bank accounts.
He praised ICAR—NBAIR
for promoting natural
farming and simple
eco-friendly methods to
help farmers grow safe
food, fodder, and fibre.

BENGALURU

Member of the Legislative
Council (MLC) Keshav
Prasad has strongly criticised
the state government for what
he described as a serious
breakdown in law and order.
Addressing the media at the
state BJP state here on
Wednesday, he said the Chief
Minister and Home Minister
must immediately take firm
steps to control the situation,
or resign from their posts. He
said that repeated warnings
were given whenever cases of
violence against women, rape,

and murder occurred, yet the
government failed to act ef-
fectively.

Keshav Prasad said the gov-
ernment’s statements lacked
seriousness and that
words must be fol-
lowed by action. He
pointed out that no of-
ficer was punished in
the case where prison-
ers in jail received roy-
al treatment. Instead,
only a meeting was held. He
also accused the government of
weakening police morale
during the recent stampede
case. He said the government
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itself was responsible for the
present situation and an-
nounced that he would launch
a strong protest. He further
shared figures showing a sharp
rise in crime.

Retired IPS officer
Bhaskar Rao, who
also addressed the
media, said crimes
against women have
risen since the pres-
ent government took
office. He mentioned the inci-
dent in Udupi where a camera
was secretly placed in a wom-
en’s toilet and ignored. He
also noted that groups clashed

openly in front of the Vidhana
Soudha, showing a complete
collapse of law and order.

He added that an Israeli
woman was raped in broad
daylight in Hampi, and crimes
against migrant workers were
going unnoticed. Robberies
and extortion, he said, were
also rising. He criticised the
government for not filling
25,000 vacant posts in the po-
lice department and said cor-
ruption in recruitment had
lowered police morale. He
also pointed out that the Ma-
hila Suraksha App was not
functioning properly.

BNCC chief lauds workers for
effectlve Waste segregation

BENGALURU

The Bengaluru North City
Corporation (BNCC) carried
out a field inspection at the
Mallasandra Mustering Point,
where Commissioner Pomma-
la Sunil Kumar reviewed the
ongoing cleanliness work and
spoke about the importance of
improving waste management
practices.

During the visit, he appre-
ciated the efforts made by
staff in segregating waste
properly.

He also pointed out that
there is still room for im-
provement and instructed of-
ficials to make the necessary
changes. He stressed that the
mustering centre should al-
ways remain clean, organised,
and ready for daily operations
without delay.

The Commissioner later ex-
amined the progress of sever-
al Engineering Department
projects, including the pipe-
line drainage work taking
place in the area. He advised
officials to install footpath
slabs quickly so that the pub-
lic, especially pedestrians, can
move safely and without in-
convenience. Keeping the

walkways clear and function-
al, he said, is essential for the
safety of local residents.

Joint Commissioner Smt.
Pallavi, Solid Waste Man-
agement Assistant General
Manager Shri Lohith, and
other officials accompanied
the Commissioner during
this inspection. Their pres-
ence ensured that all depart-
ments involved understood
the instructions clearly and
could take prompt action.

A Rabies Awareness Pro-
gram was also held at the
Krishi Mela on the GKVK
campus. The event was or-
ganised in partnership with
Team CARE and Mission
Rabies. More than 5,000
people attended, including
members of the Traffic De-
partment, Home Guards, Po-
lice Department, and students
from New Horizon College
and REVA University.

The sessions explained
how to identify rabies, the
common symptoms seen in
infected animals, and the
safety steps citizens should
follow. It also aimed to help
the public stay informed, act
responsibly, and reduce risks
through timely awareness.

BNCC phone-in
prog tomorrow to

hear grievances

Bengaluru North City
Corporation (BNCC) has
started a helpful way for
citizens to share their
worries directly with the
Commissioner. To make
sure people’s problems
are heard quickly, Com-
missioner Shri Pommala
Sunil Kumar holds a
special “Phone-In Pro-
gramme” every Friday.
This simple effort aims
to bring officials closer
to the public and solve
local problems without
delay. The next phone-in
session will take place
on Friday (November

21) from7:00 amto 9
am. During these two
hours, the Commissioner
will personally answer
calls from citizens, listen
to their concerns, and
guide officials to take
fast action. This direct
contact is meant to make
problem-solving quicker
and more transparent.
Citizens can report many
types of issues during
the call. All complaints
received during the pro-
gramme will be entered
into the Sahaaya 2.0
Portal. Residents can
reach the Commissioner
through 9480685705 or
Landline: 080-22975936
/ 080-23636671.

AAP unveils
new committee
ahead of B'luru
municipal polls

BENGALURU

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has announced a new Greater
Bengaluru Area (GBA) Elec-
tion Committee as part of its
preparations for the upcoming
municipal elections.

The announcement was
made at a press conference
led by State President Dr.
Mukhyamantri Chandru. He
said Bengaluru has suffered
for five years without elected
ward representatives because
major political parties did not
conduct municipal polls. Ac-
cording to him, the city’s ba-
sic services have weakened
during this long delay, and
corruption in civic works has
caused both financial loss and
daily trouble for residents.

He said Bengaluru, once
known around the world as
the Silicon City, is now being
called the “Garbage City” due
to poor planning and misuse
of public funds. He added that
though media reports highlight
new civic scams every day, no
serious action has been taken to
fix the situation. He urged citi-
zens to demand responsible
leadership in the next election.

National Joint Secretary
Prithvi Reddy explained that
AAP wants to rebuild the city
with a clear vision based on
honesty and accountability.
He said Bengaluru must re-
gain the dignity imagined by
Kempegowda. The party
promises world-class schools,
good healthcare, and strong
civic facilities for all if given
a chance to serve. Working
president Sitaram Gundappa
said AAP already has active
teams across many wards.

MLA Somashekhar hails
Indira’s inspiring legacy

KENGERI

MLA ST Somashekhar
praised former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, calling her one
of India’s strongest and most
capable leaders. He was
speaking at the 108th birth
anniversary celebration of In-
dira Gandhi, held near the In-
dira Canteen in Kengeri by
local Congress workers.
During the ceremony, he
laid wreaths at her portrait
and helped distribute sarees
and blankets to more than 500
poor residents and civic work-
ers, saying her work still
guides the nation.
Somashekhar said the con-
tribution of the Nehru family
to India’s progress is remark-
able. He noted that Indira
Gandhi played a major role in
removing poverty, strengthen-
ing the economy, and improv-
ing India’s global standing.
Along with leading the coun-
try, she maintained strong in-
ternational relations and al-
ways placed national develop-
ment at the center of her deci-
sions. He added that she de-
voted herself fully to the

Congress organization and
worked tirelessly to improve
the lives of ordinary citizens.
He highlighted the famous
20-point programme intro-
duced by Indira Gandhi, which
focused on poverty eradication
and welfare. Even today, he
said, people in many villages
remember how these pro-
grammes brought hope and
support. Her honest service,
disciplined leadership, and
deep commitment to the nation
continue to inspire today’s
youth and Congress workers.
Local leaders and party
members also attended the
event. Among them were for-
mer Zilla Panchayat member
Shivamadaya, Kengeri Block
Congress President Myla-
sandra Nagaraj, Block Gener-
al Secretary Santosh B.V., and
Ward Presidents T. Prabhakar,
Arun Kumar, Amrit Gowda,
K.R. Murthy, Y. Krishna, Pu-
rushottam, and K.C. Sathish.
Several women leaders in-
cluding Parvati, Kantha, Pad-
ma Harish, Geetha, Radha,
and Vidya were also present,
showing strong support for
the event and its message.

“Indira Kit’ under PMGKY
by next Jan: Muniyappa

NEW DELHI

Minister of Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs
KH Muniyappa on Wednesday
said a new ration kit in the
name of ‘Indira Gandhi’ will
be introduced under the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan Yo-
jana (PMGKY) under the
name ‘Indira Kit’.

Addressing th me-
dia, he said the kit
will contain pulses,
oil, salt and sugar. It
will directly go to the
family and these in-
grediants are pro-
tein-rich, which is useful for
the growth of children as well
as others.

Muniyappa said the tender
process and quality check are
underway to implement this
scheme by January or Febru-
ary next.

He expressed concern over
the non-availability of maize

for the Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS). “We are not getting
enough maize and are trying to
procure it,” he said. Citing the
example of people consuming
more maize than rice in North
Karnataka, he said a comprehen-
sive plan is needed for produc-
tion and storage.

Highlighting the issue of
maize prices, espe-
cially ‘Maldandi’, the
minister said, “The
price of this maize is
Rs 1,000 to 1,500 per
quintal below the

(\‘ minimum support

price (MSP). If its

price is increased, farmers will

be encouraged to supply to the
government.”

Saying he has appealed to
the Chief Minister and the
ministers of North Karnataka
in this regard, Muniyappa said
the state price fixing commit-
tee should consider the actual
situation and take action.

CHRIST national conclave
highlights social impact goals

BENGALURU

CHRIST (Deemed to be Uni-
versity) has launched the Na-
tional Social Conclave 2025,
a three-day forum focused on
how social sciences can build
a stronger and more inclusive
nation.

The event, organised by the
Centre for East Asian Studies
and the School of Social Sci-
ences, gathered policymakers,
academics, industry experts,
and students for meaningful
discussions on social develop-
ment.

The inaugural session was
attended by former Karnataka
Chief Secretary Dr. A. Ravin-
dra, Bengaluru City Police
Commissioner Seemant Ku-
mar Singh, and CHRIST Uni-
versity Vice Chancellor Dr.
Fr. Jose CC. Opening the
event, Dr. N. Manoharan, Di-
rector of the Centre for East
Asian Studies, said NSC ’25

is the first conclave designed
to create knowledge that
brings hope, builds skills, and
encourages purposeful action.

In his address, Commis-
sioner Seemant Kumar Singh
spoke about modern policing
methods, especially how tech-
nology is helping the police
handle rising cybercrime. He
explained how issues such as
traffic, environment, and pub-
lic safety are closely linked,
urging students to study these
challenges and offer practical
solutions. He added that
knowledge, ethics, and empa-
thy must guide the progress of
future leaders.

Keynote speaker Dr. A.
Ravindra highlighted chal-
lenges in healthcare, jobs, and
poverty.

He called for social science
education that focuses on
equality and justice, along with
stronger skills to help create a
welfare-focused society.

BENGALURU

Sanjaynagar Police suc-
cessfully traced and reunit-
ed a missing youth with his
family. The complainant
had reported on August 25
that his son, Manjunathan
M, had left home and not
returned. During the inves-
tigation, police discovered
that he had purchased a
new mobile SIM card in

~ Sanity restored: Missing |
youth safely found

Hassan district using his
Aadhaar card in November
2025. Acting on this lead,
ASI P. Siddalingaswamy
and PC Pinto M. Bhajantri
traveled to Hassan, located
Manjunathan, and safely
brought him back to San-
jaynagar Police Station. He
was then handed over to his
grateful family, highlight-
ing the police’s prompt and
effective response.

Outlet near Cubbon metro station opposed

BENGALURU

The Cubbon Park Walkers
Association (CPWA) has
strongly opposed the con-
struction of a new retail outlet
near the Cubbon Park Metro
Station.

Members of the group said
they will hold a major protest
and also take all legal steps
against the Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited
(BMRCL). They believe this
commercial outlet goes
against the peaceful nature of
Cubbon Park and breaks the
trust built through recent

PILGRIMAGE ALERT

promises made by the govern-
ment.

The Association said the
new construction is a serious
threat because it may open the
door for many more com-
mercial buildings inside
or around the park. For
years, the CPWA has
been fighting against
the growing concrete
structures that they say
are slowly changing the
character of the city’s import-
ant green space. They have
already filed a Public Interest
Litigation demanding the re-
moval of earlier commercial

structures. CPWA President

S. Umesh said the actions of

BMRCL completely ignore

the concerns of citizens. He

added that this step places

business interests above the

need to protect nature

and the health of thou-

sands of people who

use the park daily.

The walkers also

pointed out that Deputy

Chief Minister D. K. Shi-

vakumar had clearly prom-

ised during a recent visit that

no new concrete buildings

would be allowed inside Cub-
bon Park.

Brain fever: K’taka issues advzsory to Sabarimala pilgrims

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Health Minis-
try has issued an important
safety advisory for pilgrims
heading to Sabarimala, fol-
lowing reports of a rare brain
infection in Kerala. The dis-
ease is caused by a deadly
amoeba called Naegleria
fowleri, which can trigger
amoebic meningoencephalitis,
a serious and often fatal con-
dition.

The Commissionerate of
Health and Family Welfare
Services has urged devotees

to be careful and take neces-
sary precautions during the

pilgrimage Naegleria fowlerl
lives mainly in warm fresh-

water and soil, including
ponds, lakes, standing water,
and swimming pools. The
infection does not spread
from person to person or
through drinking contaminat-
ed water.

The amoeba enters the body
through the nose during con-
tact with water, then travels to
the brain, causing severe
symptoms. Pilgrims are ad-
vised to use nose clips or
tightly close their noses while
bathing in stagnant water.

Signs of infection can ap-
pear within seven days and

include fever, intense head-
ache, nausea, vomiting, neck
stiffness, confusion, mental
changes, and behavioral dis-
orders. Anyone experiencing
these symptoms should im-
mediately contact the nearest
government hospital or doctor
for urgent care.

Authorities stressed that
vigilance and simple preven-
tive measures can significant-
ly reduce the risk of infection.
Pilgrims and their families are
encouraged to follow these
safety tips carefully to ensure
a safe pilgrimage.
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Santosh Lad accuses PM, BJP
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Koppal admin
observes National
Unity Week

Koppal
The Koppal district ad-
ministration observed Na-
tional Unity Week by tak-
ing the National Unity
Pledge on Wednesday.
The event, held at the Dis-
trict Collector’s Office
Hall, aimed to promote
peace, prevent violence,
and strengthen the na-
tion’s unity. The state has
declared November 19 to
25 as National Unity
Week to remind citizens
of the importance of har-
mony and independence.
District Collector Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal, Additional
District Collector
Sidrameshwar, Tahsildar
Vitthal Chowgala, and
many district-level of-
ficers and staff joined the
ceremony and pledged to
uphold unity and support
a peaceful society for all.

|-day awareness
workshopon
Incubation scheme

Koppal
A one-day awareness
workshop on the Incuba-
tion Scheme under the
RAMP program will be
held on November 20 (to-
day) at 10:30 a.m. at Ta-
lakal Government Engi-
neering College. The
event, organized by sever-
al industry and commerce
departments, aims to
support and improve
MSME performance. Dis-
trict Magistrate Dr. Suresh
B. Itnal will inaugurate the
workshop, while Zilla
Panchayat CEO Varnit
Negi will attend as guest
of honor. Joint Director
Mansur will preside. Col-
lege Principal Dr. Virupak-
shi Bagodi and officials
from local banks and
KSFC will join. Assistant
Directors Siddayaiah and
Prakash Biserotti will also
participate.

Koppal begins
relocating stray cattle
for public safety

Koppal
Koppal authorities have
begun a drive to clear
stray cattle from city are-
as and relocate them to
designated cow shelters.
Municipal Commissioner
Venkateshana Naganura
stated that the actioniis
being carried out in line
with Supreme Court di-
rections, prioritising public
safety and minimizing the
risk of road accidents.
Residents have been noti-
fied about the operation,
which is part of the city’s
broader effort to manage
stray animalsin a hu-
mane and systematic
manner. The initiative
aims to safeguard both
citizens and animals by
reducing dangers in public
spaces while ensuring
proper care for the relo-
cated cattle.

of manipulating Bihar polls

He criticized the Prime Minister for attending Bhutan’s king’s birthday
instead of returning immediately during Delhi’s bomb blast

HUBBALLI

Labour Minister Santosh Lad
strongly criticised the BJP
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying he had never
seen a Prime Minister who
could “win elections by
fraud.” Speaking to reporters
in Hubballi, he alleged that
the BJP manipulated the re-
sults of the Bihar elections,
claiming the outcome did not
reflect the real mandate of the
people.

Lad said that during the Bi-
har elections, a bomb blast
took place in Delhi. He ques-
tioned why the Prime Minis-

ter did not return immediately
to handle the situation. In-
stead, he claimed the Prime
Minister returned only after
attending the birthday cele-
bration of the King of Bhutan.
According to him, this
showed a lack of seriousness
from the Prime Minister
during a national crisis.

He accused the Election

Commission of acting in fa- ¢

vour of the BJP.

He said the Ma-
haghatbandhan
was leading in
postal ballots,
but the NDA
later won

through EVM results, which
he described as suspicious.
He said the numbers them-
selves suggested wrongdoing.

Lad also mentioned that
many issues affecting the
state had already been
brought to the
Prime Minister’s
attention, includ-
ing the ongoing
sugarcane Crisis.
He noted that the
Chief Minister had
placed five de-
mands before
the Prime Min-
ister. He said
they must now

wait to see how the Prime
Minister responds and wheth-
er he takes the problems of
Karnataka seriously.

Speaking about state poli-
tics, Lad said the high com-
mand would decide any
change of power.

He added that the govern-
ment would hold the upcom-
ing winter session mainly to
address the long-standing
problems of North Karnataka.
The Congress, he said, has
always given enough time in
the Assembly for discussions
on issues affecting the region
and will continue doing so in
the coming session.

The Speaker plans to raise North Karnataka issues daily, encouraging
MLAs to actively represent their region’s concerns

Speaker Basavaraj Horatti urges
unity ahead of winter session

HAVERI

Vidhana Parishad Speaker
Basavaraj Horatti said that
preparations for the upcoming
winter session at the Belagavi
Suvarna Soudha are fully
complete. Speaking to report-
ers, he pushed back
against claims that
the session has
turned into a stage
only for protests. He
said the House must
focus on real devel-
opment issues, espe-
cially education,
employment, and the con-
cerns of farmers. Horatti not-
ed that sugarcane growers
continue to face serious prob-
lems and stressed that the dis-
cussions should continue
without unnecessary disrup-
tions or adjournments. He
said MLAs from South Kar-
nataka often raise issues af-
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fecting North Karnataka,
while many MLAs from the
northern districts do not speak
enough about the region’s
needs. He added that he has
personally observed this
during earlier sessions.
The Speaker explained that
he plans to raise the
s problems of North
Karnataka after the
. = question hour each
@:Ei".: day. He said he has
v\ == reviewed the previous
» session and found that
Ny representatives from
South Karnataka took
the lead in highlighting north-
ern concerns. To ensure wider
participation, Horatti said he
has been calling MLAs indi-
vidually and urging them to
speak up for their regions. Re-
sponding to the recent de-
mand for a separate North
Karnataka state by MLA Raju
Kage, Horatti firmly stated

that division is not the solu-
tion. He said Karnataka was
built through decades of
struggle for unification and
must remain united. Accord-
ing to him, creating a separate
state would not resolve
long-standing regional issues.
Horatti added that he has al-
ready spoken to 38 members
to ensure their attendance and
will contact the rest soon. He
appealed to all legislators to
participate fully in the winter
session and uphold the dignity
of the House.

Commenting on reports
about him being demoted
from the Speaker’s post,
Horatti said he has served ear-
lier and does not worry about
titles. He stated that he re-
spects the decisions taken by
the government and fellow
MLAs. He reaffirmed his
commitment to fair and re-
spectful debate.

Cluster-level talent fest celebrates
rural students’ creativity in Dharwad

DHARWAD

A colourful talent festival was
launched at the Thimmapur
Light of Knowledge English
Medium School, where the
School Education Department
organised a Cluster-Level
“Fountain of Talent” to en-
courage artistic expression
among rural children. Taluk
BEO Ramakrishna Sadalagi
inaugurated the programme
and said the event was de-
signed to bring out the hidden
creativity of schoolchildren.

Speaking at the launch, he
explained that children often
have many artistic abilities
that remain unseen. Pro-
grammes like the Pratibha
Fountain give them the cour-
age and opportunity to ex-
press themselves.

He added that such plat-
forms help students build con-
fidence, develop a healthy
competitive spirit, and grow
in all-round skills that are es-
sential for their future.

BRC Coordination Officer
Kumar K.F., Education Com-

P —

poser A.H. Nadafa, BRP N.B.
Rajura, Gram Panchayat

member Mahanthayya
Hiremath, PDO Mallikarjuna
Koyyappa, Bank Manager
Shankara Kadlimatha, CRP
Basavaraj Kuragunda, A.R.
Desai, and S.A. Jadhav were
among the dignitaries present.

The event was held under
the leadership of School
Administration Board Sec-
retary Devaraj Hiremath,
who presided over the pro-
gramme. Main teacher P.
Lagali welcomed the gath-

-]
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ering and appreciated the
efforts taken to organise the
festival smoothly.

Headmasters, teachers, stu-
dents, and parents from all
cluster schools participated
with enthusiasm.

Their cooperation helped
make the programme a suc-
cess.

The festival showcased var-
ious forms of children’s cre-
ativity, proving once again
that rural students have strong
artistic potential waiting to be
supported and celebrated.

CHANGE OF NAMEg CHANGE OF NAME

|, KAVYA K AVARADI
(Old name)
address: ISHWAR
NAGAR NAVANAGAR
HUBLI.

Has changed my name:
KAVYA MEGHARAJ
ANGADI (new name)
for all purposes. Vide
Affidavit dated:
06/11/2025 before
notary public Hubli.

I, KISHAN LADWA
(Old name)

‘Chiguru’
cultural fest to
showcase young
talent

KARATAGI

The Kannada and Culture De-
partment in Koppal will hold
the annual “Chiguru” pro-
gram on November 21 at
10:30 a.m. The event will take
place at Sri Sharanabasavesh-
wara Vidya Sansthan in
Karatagi and aims to celebrate
local art, culture, and young
talent in a warm community
setting.

Backward Classes Welfare
Minister and District In-
charge Minister Thangadgi
Shivaraj Sangappa will inau-
gurate the program and also
preside over it. Several im-
portant leaders will attend,
including Doddanagouda
Hanamagouda Patil, the Chief
Whip of the Opposition and
MLA from Kushtagi, and
Basavaraja Rayareddy, Eco-
nomic Advisor to the Chief
Minister and MLA from Yela-
burga.

The event will also be
graced by Koppal MP K. Ra-
jashekar Basavaraj Hitnal,
Koppal MLA K. Raghaven-
dra Hitnal, Gangavathi MLA
G. Janardhana Reddy, and
members of the Legislative
Council Shasheel G. Na-
moshi, Dr. Chandrashekar B.
Patil, Sharanagouda Annad-
anagouda Patil Bayyapura,
and Hemalatha Nayaka. Oth-
er dignitaries include Hasan
Saab Nabisaba Dotihal,
Chairman of the Achukattu
Area Development Authority,
Karatagi Municipality Chair-
person Rekha Rajashekar
Anehosur, and District Guar-
antee Scheme Chairman Red-
dy Srinivas.

Special invitees will in-
clude senior officers such as
Housing Department Secre-
tary K.P. Mohan Raj, Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Suresh B.
Itnal, Zilla Panchayat CEO
Varnit Negi, District Superin-
tendent of Police Dr. Ram L.
Arasiddi, and Karnataka Ra-
jyotsava Awardee Amar Gun-
dappa Karatagi.

Cultural leaders like Basa-
varaj Hoogara, Karatagi
Tahsildar M. Kumaraswamy,
and members of the host in-
stitution will also be present.

The program will feature
classical music, soft music,
folk songs, group dance, a
stage drama, and a one-man
show.

Timmapura urges
Centre to aid
sugarcane farmers

BAGALKOT

Excise Minister and Bagalkot
District In-charge Minister
R.B. Timmapura met Arvind
Kumar Rawat, Director of the
Directorate of Sugarcane and
Oilseeds, at Krishi Bhawan in
Delhi today. The meeting fo-
cused on the serious and
long-standing problems faced
by sugarcane farmers across
Karnataka, especially those in
Mudhol taluk of Bagalkot dis-
trict. The minister explained
that the situation has become
alarming for growers who de-
pend on sugarcane for their
livelihood.

During the discussion, Min-
ister Timmapura highlighted
several issues troubling farm-
ers in recent years. These in-
cluded falling sugarcane pric-
es, delays by sugar factories
in repaying loans, and the
lack of a rational increase in
the Fair and Remunerative
Price (FRP). He also raised
concerns about the uncertain-
ty created by frequent chang-
es in export policies, which
leave farmers confused about
future earnings. According to
him, farmers in North Karna-
taka, particularly in Mudhol,
are facing severe hardship due
to these challenges.

The minister stressed that
sugarcane is the lifeline for
thousands of families in
Bagalkot district. He said that

The minister highlighted
sugarcane’s importance
to Bagalkot families,
condemned unfair
treatment of farmers,
and urged the Union
Government to act
swiftly to safeguard
their interests.

despite their hard work, farm-
ers are not receiving fair treat-
ment in the current system.
He urged the Union Govern-
ment to intervene quickly and
take strong steps to protect
their interests.

Timmapura also called for a
reasonable hike in FRP, sta-
bility in export rules, central
subsidies for state sugar fac-
tories, and quick clearance of
pending dues owed to farm-
ers. He insisted that these
measures are essential for re-
storing confidence among
sugarcane growers.

Director Rawat assured the
minister that the concerns
raised would be seriously
considered. He promised that
the matter would be discussed
at the highest level of the cen-
tral government and appropri-
ate action would follow.

Mudhol Block Congress
President Sadugawda Patil
and Bagalkot District Kisan
Congress Unit President
Anand Hatti were present
during the meeting.

Savita Samaj seeks stronger
support for community

GADAG

Leaders and members of
the Savita Samaj in Gadag
district have urged stronger
support for the social and
economic growth of the
barber community.

Their appeal was made
through a delegation led by
District President Krishna
H. Hadapada, who met
Congress youth leader
Krishnagoudra H. Patil and
submitted long-pending
demands of the communi-
ty.
Patil, who recently be-
came the elected president
of the Gadag District Con-
gress Party’s youth wing,
said he would work as a
constant voice for the over-
all development of the
Savita Samaj.

He promised that all de-
mands placed before senior
minister H. K. Patil would
be fulfilled soon. He added
that the community must
grow politically, economi-
cally, and educationally to
secure its future.

During the meeting, Patil
appreciated the active so-
cial work of Krishna Hada-
pada, who maintains
friendly ties with people of
all communities. He called

on all barbers of the Savita
Samaj to support these on-
going service efforts. Patil
also contributed Rs 15 lakh
to the Shri Nagadev Tem-
ple of the Gadag Savita
Samaj Sudharana Sangha
in Gangimadi and Rs 5
lakh for the construction of
the Maratha Barbers Samaj
Samudhaya Bhavan.

He further assured sup-
port for shelter homes for
poor families, allocation of
salon equipment, and nam-
ing one circle in Ward 29
after the revered Santsena
Maharaja Guru.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Krishna Hadapada
thanked Patil for respond-
ing positively to the com-
munity’s needs.

He noted that coopera-
tion from the municipality,
district administration,
MLASs, and ministers is es-
sential for ensuring better
development of the Savita
Samaj in Gadag.

Several leaders and of-
fice bearers from various
Savita Samaj organizations
across North Karnataka
were present during the
program, showing strong
unity and commitment to-
ward the community’s
progress.

address: ARVIND
NAGAR HUBLI.
Has changed my
name: KISHAN
LADAWA (New name)
for all purposes.
Vide Affidavit
dated: 17/11/2025
before
notary public Hubli.
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contact: 080-41209042

GADAG

A free medical evaluation
camp is set to help children
with special needs in the dis-
trict for the academic year
2025-26. The camp is orga-
nized under the SSA and
RMSA schemes and will cover
students from Ist to 12th stan-
dard studying in government
and aided schools.

The camp will run from No-
vember 29 to December 5,
2025, between 10 a.m. and 4
p-m. at the Block Resource
Center (BRC) in each block.
Children with conditions such

- vy
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as movement disorders, cere-
bral palsy, visual or hearing
impairment, intellectual dis-
ability, and multiple disabili-

ties are invited to attend.
Parents and guardians must

ensure that students bring two

photocopies of key documents,

Free medical camp scheduled for special children

For more details, contact D.Y.P.C.O Ravi
Prakash S.N. at 9481173302, A.P.C.O Shivakumar
Kuriyava at 9916613815, or B.I.LE.R.T
Shashidhar V. Chalageri at 9972620132.

including the child’s Aadhaar
card, two recent photographs,
income certificate, ration card,
medical certificate (UDID
card), and bank passbook.

The Deputy Director and
District Project Coordinator of
Samagra Shikshana Karnata-
ka-Gadag have urged parents
to bring their children on the
designated dates.

The schedule for the camp
across the six blocks is:
m Gadag City: Nov. 29, 2025

m Gadag Rural: Dec. 1, 2025
m Mundargi: Dec. 2, 2025

m Naragund: Dec. 3, 2025

m Rona: Dec. 4, 2025

m Shirahatti: Dec. 5, 2025
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C verdict bves
way for Mekedatu:
HK Patil

Hubballi
The Mekedatu project in
Karnataka is set tore-
sume following a land-
mark Supreme Court ver-
dict in the state’s favor.
Law Minister H.K. Patil an-
nounced that the court re-
jected Tamil Nadu’s peti-
tion seeking a stay on the
project. Speaking to re-
porters in Hubballi, Patil
said the verdict paves the
way for continuing the im-
plementation of Mekeda-
tu, which aims to address
water storage and supply
needs in Karnataka. Offi-
cials and stakeholders
have welcomed the ruling,
and preparations for re-
suming construction and
related activities are ex-
pected to begin soon,
marking a significant de-
velopment in the in-
ter-state water project.

Senior citizen loses
Z1.44 |akh after
phone theft

Davanagere
Thieves stole the mobile
phone of a senior citizen
from Saraswati Nagar at

the Davanagere City Corpo-
ration bus stand and used it
to transfer Rs 1.44 lakh via
UPI from three bank ac-
counts. The victim reported
the incident immediately,
and the Cyber Crime Police
Station registered a case.
Authorities are investigating
the theft and digital trans-
actions to track down the
culprits. The incident serves
as a warning to the public
to safeguard mobile
devices and banking apps,
especially for senior citi-
zens, to prevent such
financial fraud.

Grand Karthika
Mahotsava celebrated
in Gudageri

Kundgol
The 18th Karthika Mahot-
sava was celebrated with
grandeur at the shrine of
Goddess Dyamavva Devi
in Gudageri. The temple
administration, along
with the Gram Panchayat
and local villagers, organ-
ized the event, attracting
devotees from across
Kundgol taluk and the
district. The shrine was
beautifully decorated
with rows of lights, creat-
ing a vibrant atmosphere
for worshippers. Devo-
tees offered prayers and
sought blessings from
the Goddess, while the
temple premises glowed
with festive illumination.
The celebration high-
lishted community par-
ticipation and devotion,
making the festival a
memorable occasion for
everyone present.

' Students to observe Belagavi winter

session via internship program

Students from three universities will observe Legislative Assembly and Legislative
Council proceedings, gaining insights,with groups, shuttle service, and special sessions included

BELAGAVI

For the first time, 30 students
will be given an intern-
ship-style opportunity to ob-
serve the proceedings of the
Legislative Assembly and
Legislative Council during
the upcoming Belagavi win-
ter session. Assembly Speak-
er U.T. Khader announced
this initiative at a press con-
ference after reviewing
preparations for the 10-day
session, scheduled from De-
cember 8 to 19 at the
Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha.

The stu-

dents will
\V /A"

be selected from Rani Chan-
namma University, Karnataka
University, and Akkama-
hadevi University. They will
spend the day observing the
legislative proceedings, gain-
ing practical insight

into parliamenta-
ry processes
and the func-
tioning of state
government. A
shuttle service
will trans-
port

students from the main gate
to the Soudha, and up to 500
students in total will be ac-
commodated. Each student
group will have 20-25 min-
utes to witness the proceed-
ings, and special sessions will
also include athletes, women,
workers, civil servants, and
transgender participants on
designated days.

Speaker Khader said the
session will focus on issues
affecting the entire state,
with special attention to
North Karnataka. Last ses-
sion, 35 MLASs raised con-
cerns regarding this region,
and a similar opportunity
will be provided this time.

He addressed criticisms sug-
gesting that legislators treat
the Belagavi session like a
trip, noting that attendance
and participation have gener-
ally been strong, with minis-
ters sometimes responding to
discussions late into the
night.

Legislative Council Chair-
man Basavaraj Horatti added
that ministers will again visit
protest sites to address com-
plaints, and issues related to
sugarcane growers, educa-
tion, and women and child
development will be dis-
cussed in advance. Regarding
MLA Raju Kage’s proposal
on a separate North Karnata-

ka state, Horatti clarified that
the decision to allow discus-
sion will follow House rules.

Assembly Deputy Speaker
Rudrappa Lamani, MLA Asif
Seth, District Collector Mo-
hammed Roshan, City Police
Commissioner Bhushan Bo-
rase, and other officials were
present at the inspection and
press briefing.

Khader and Horatti also
reviewed the Assembly and
Council halls, central hall,
banquet hall, and other facil-
ities, instructing officials to
ensure cleanliness, sound
systems, and smooth arrange-
ments for the session and
visiting students.

31 blackbucks dled due to
HS infection: Zoo officials

BELAGAVI

Tests have confirmed that 31
blackbucks at the Rani Chen-
namma Mini Zoo in Belagavi
died due to a bacterial infec-
tion called Hemorrhagic Sep-
ticemia (HS). Zoo officials
said the deaths took place be-
tween November 13 and 16,
and experts from Bannerghat-
ta National Park in Bengaluru
carried out post-mortem tests
to find the exact cause.

Assistant Conservator of
Forests Nagaraj Balehosur
confirmed that the blackbucks
were infected with HS bacte-
ria, which can spread quickly
among animals. Some reports
also suggest that sudden tem-
perature changes and stress
may have added to the prob-
lem, making the animals
weaker.

The remaining seven black-
bucks at the zoo are showing
improvement. They are cur-
rently under treatment, and
veterinary teams are keeping
a close watch on their health.

FICCOME

Assistant Conservator
of Forests Nagaraj
Balehosur confirmed
blackbucks were infected
with HS bacteria, with
sudden temperature
changes and stress
possibly weakening
them, accelerating
disease spread among
animals.

Experts have advised the zoo
staff to follow strict safety
steps to stop the spread of in-
fectious diseases. They have
also suggested using emer-
gency protocols to protect
other animals in the zoo.

The deaths have raised con-
cern because the Belagavi zoo
is home to many animals such

as tigers, lions, leopards, hye-
nas, bears, and several types
of deer. Officials say it is im-
portant to act quickly so that
other animals do not face sim-
ilar risks. Zoo authorities are
reviewing care practices,
checking enclosure condi-
tions, and improving monitor-
ing systems. The aim is to
ensure that all animals receive
timely medical support and
that no further infections oc-
cur. Visitors and staff have
been advised to follow hy-
giene rules inside the zoo
premises. Officials also said
they will work closely with
wildlife health experts to pre-
vent similar incidents in the
future and maintain better
safety standards for the ani-
mals under their care.

ll fers, labor demands
for NREGA action plan: PDO

KOPPAL

Lebageri Panchayat Develop-
ment Officer Somappa Pooja-
ra emphasized that collecting
demands from farmers and
laborers is essential to prepare
an effective NREGA action
plan for 2026-27.

He was speaking at a vil-
lage meeting held at Kalaran-
ga Mandir in Lebageri vil-
lage, where officials gathered
to discuss the Mahatma Gand-
hi NREGA work schedule for
the coming year.

Poojara said work de-
mands had already been col-
lected through door-to-door
visits and ward meetings.
These demands will help the
Gram Sabha create a de-
tailed work package, allo-
cate man-days, and submit
the plan for final approval

by the district panchayat.
The needs of each ward will
be carefully reviewed during
the Gram Sabha before fi-
nalizing the plan.

Devaraj Pattar, [IEC Coordi-
nator of Taluk Panchayat, said
that departments such as Ag-
riculture, Horticulture, Forest-
ry, and Sericulture will play a
role in implementing NREGA
works. Farmers will receive
labor and material assistance
to carry out individual proj-
ects. He added that at least 65
percent of natural resource
management works must be
implemented under NREGA
and prioritized. Ward-level
meetings have provided an
opportunity for farmers and
laborers to submit their de-
mands, with work expected to
start from April 1 after the
plan’s approval.

Officials plan
humane steps
to control
stray dogs

GADAG

A district-level meeting was
held at the Gadag Zilla Pan-
chayat Hall on Wednesday to
discuss the rising number of
stray dogs and find humane
ways to control the problem.
Deputy Commissioner C.N.
Sridhara presided over the
meeting and stressed that con-
trolling stray dogs does not
mean harming them.

He said the aim is to protect
the safety, health, and peace
of the public while treating
animals with care and follow-
ing the law.

He instructed officials to
carry out the Animal Birth
Control (ABC) program in a
planned and coordinated man-
ner in both rural and urban
arcas. This step has become
important after reports of
stray dogs troubling children,
women, and senior citizens in
different parts of the district.
He said action should be tak-
en early so the situation does
not become serious.

The meeting decided to
form a special team to safely
catch stray dogs. These dogs
will be taken to veterinary
hospitals for surgery, given
rabies vaccinations, checked
for overall health, tagged, and
then released back safely.
Dogs suspected of having ra-
bies will be caught separately
and examined.

Officials discussed that
poor waste management is
one of the main reasons be-
hind the rise in stray dogs.
They directed local bodies to
collect garbage from markets,
hotels, meat shops, and public
places in closed containers.
Fines will be imposed on
business owners who do not
follow waste rules.

Mithun G. Patil inaugurated the program, praising efforts of cooperatives’ societies

All India Cooperative Week celebrated in Gadag

GADAG

The 72nd All India Coopera-
tive Week was celebrated in
Halakere, Gadag, with the
joint efforts of cooperative
societies and banks across
Gajendragad Taluk. The
event, held at the Primary Ag-
riculture Credit Cooperative
Society, highlighted the role
of cooperatives in building a
self-reliant India and promot-
ing rural development.

C. M. Patil, President of
Gadag District Cooperative
Union, paid tribute to the
“Cooperative Father” and em-
phasized that cooperative pol-
icies aim to boost rural em-
ployment, especially for farm-
ers, women, youth, and small
entrepreneurs. He added that
these efforts contribute to the
vision of a developed India by
2047. The program was inau-
gurated by Rona Taluka Guar-
antee Committee President
Mithun G. Patil, who high-
lighted the success of cooper-
atives in agriculture, dairying,
credit, and handlooms. He

encouraged exploring new
sectors like entrepreneurship,
healthcare, green energy, and
service platforms through co-
operatives, noting their poten-
tial to create jobs and new
income sources.

He praised local societies in
Halakere for their effective
services.

Basavaraj M. Kademani, a
young cooperative member,
stressed the importance of fi-
nancial resources and sug-
gested small contributions
from members as share capi-
tal. He noted that cooperative
boards, with representation
for women and youth, ensure
transparent and balanced de-

HEALTH OVER MARRIAGE

cision-making. Andana Gow-
da Ch. Patil, President of the
Primary Agricultural Cooper-
ative Society, Halakere, re-
called the society’s establish-
ment in 1913 and emphasized
the role of cooperative societ-
ies in community empower-
ment, sustainable production,
and fair distribution of bene-
fits. The week also offered a
platform to discuss challenges
like limited access to capital,
technology gaps, and market
isolation.

Experts including Rona Ta-
luka Health Education Officer
K. A. Hadimani and Cooper-
ative Development Officer
Prashanth Mudhol addressed

member health, tourism,
green energy, and emerging
cooperative sectors.

Notable Gadag district co-
operatives like Shirahatti Ta-
luka Co-op Consumer Whole-
sale Stores Ltd., Milk Produc-
ers Cooperative Society Ltd.,
Itagi, and Milk Producers
Cooperative Society Ltd.,
Shigli, were recognized at the
state-level event in Haveri.
The program featured prayers,
national songs, speeches, and
a vote of thanks, with atten-
dance from cooperative lead-
ers, bank officials, and exten-
sion officers, marking a proud
day for Gadag’s cooperative
movement.

Child marriage severely affects girls’ health: Officer

KOPPAL

Child marriage causes serious
harm to girls’ health and can
lead to miscarriages, malnour-
ished babies, disabilities, and
life-threatening risks during
childbirth, said District Health
Education Officer W.H.P. Siv-
ananda. He spoke at Vidy-
ananda Gurukula College
during the launch of a quiz
programme on preventing
child marriage and controlling
different diseases. The event
was organised jointly by the
District Administration, Zilla

Panchayat, Health Depart-
ment, Community Health
Centre, and Kuknoor Vidy-
ananda Gurukula PUC Col-
lege. Sivananda said young
people are being educated
about stopping child mar-
riage, preventing diseases,
and learning about health
schemes. He added that child
marriage remains a major
problem caused by illiteracy,
superstition, and concerns
about family property. Ac-
cording to the Child Marriage
Prohibition Act, 2006, those
who conduct or support child

marriage can face up to two
years of imprisonment and a
fine of X1 lakh. He urged ev-
eryone to ensure that no child
is married in any village and
asked for cooperation to make
Koppal a child-marriage-free
district. Senior Health Inspec-
tor Shankrayya P. explained
topics related to maternal and
child health, prevention of
dengue, chikungunya, malar-
ia, encephalitis, elephantiasis,
tuberculosis, and leprosy,
along with the importance of
good habits to control life-
style diseases. Health Inspec-

tor Kalappa discussed mental
health, rabies control, snake-
bite prevention, and cleanli-
ness.

College Principal Pan-
duranga N. said such pro-
grammes greatly benefit stu-
dents and encouraged them to
spread health awareness in
their areas. Six teams took
part in the quiz competition,
where Mounesh B. won first
place, Lakshmi Bavikatti se-
cured second, and Srinivasa
won third. Staff, health offi-
cers, advisers, and many stu-
dents attended the event.

KSCPCR urges off1c1als
to eliminate child labour

KOPPAL

Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights member Shekhar
Gowda G. Ramatnal urged
officials to take strong and
united steps to make Kop-
pal a district free from
child labour and juvenile
labour. He spoke while pre-
siding over a preliminary
meeting with district-level
officers at the Agriculture
Department auditorium.
The meeting was held un-
der the “Not for Labor, for
School” campaign.

He reminded officials
that Article 21(A) of the
Indian Constitution guaran-
tees free and compulsory
education for children be-
low 14 years of age, while
Article 24 bans children
under 14 from working in
hazardous occupations.

To support these rights,
the government has en-
forced the Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regula-
tion) Act, 1986 and its
2016 amendment. Section
17 of this Act clearly lists
the duties of various de-
partment officers who are
appointed as inspectors.

Ramatnal said poor coor-
dination among labour in-
spectors has resulted in
many children working in
brick kilns, garages, hotels,

poultry farms, seed produc-
tion units and other places.
These children often face
long working hours, low
wages, and unsafe condi-
tions. Because of the inac-
tion of authorities, many
children continue to be de-
nied their right to education
and a safe childhood, he
added.

To fix this, the Commis-
sion and the Koppal dis-
trict administration are
launching the “Not for
wages, for schools” pro-
gram. Under the law, offi-
cials from the labour de-
partment, revenue depart-
ment, women and child
development, education,
rural development, agricul-
ture, industrial and com-
merce departments, and
several others have been
appointed as inspectors.
Ramatnal instructed them
to actively carry out in-
spections and take all nec-
essary steps to completely
eliminate child labour in
the district.

Deputy Director of
Women and Child Devel-
opment Parashuram V.
Sheteppanavar, District La-
bour Officer Sudhagaraga,
District Child Protection
Officer Mahantaswamy
Poojara, and officials from
various departments at-
tended the meeting.
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STATE TOMARK 50 YEARS
OF ANGANWADI SERVICES

Karnataka celebrates 50 years of Anganwadi services with Hebbalkar
launching ICDS Golden Jubilee, Akka Pade, Gruhalakshmi Bank

RAMANAGARA

In celebration of 50 years of
Anganwadi services in Karna-
taka, the Women and Child
Development Minister,
Lakshmi Hebbalkar, an-
nounced that a landmark
event will be held on Novem-
ber 28 at Bangalore Palace
Grounds. During the program,
three major initiatives will be
launched, making it a historic
occasion.

Speaking at a preparatory
meeting for the South Banga-
lore district, Hebbalkar high-
lighted the significance of the
ICDS Golden Jubilee, the
launch of the Akka Pade
scheme, and the inaugura-
tion of the Gruhalakshmi
Bank. She called on Angan-
wadi workers and assistants
to participate actively to en-
sure the event’s success.

Hebbalkar emphasized
that Congress, the party that

led India to independence,
has consistently implement-
ed women-centric programs,
describing it as a “guarantee
government.” She recalled
that Indira Gandhi initiated
Anganwadis in 1975 in My-
sore district to provide nutri-
tional food and education to
children living in poverty.
Now, after 50 years, the pro-
gram continues with expand-

ed initiatives, including ear-
ly education from LKG to
UKG and the formation of
Gruhalakshmi Multi-Pur-
pose Cooperative Societies
under the Gruhalakshmi
scheme.

The minister expressed
confidence that the Congress
government, under Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
Deputy CM D.K. Shivaku-

mar, would continue its
five-guarantee programs and
remain in power through
2028. She criticized BJP for
copying the Gruhalakshmi
model in Maharashtra but di-
luting benefits post-election.

Hebbalkar also highlighted
the recent increase in honorar-
ium for Anganwadi workers
and assistants and promised
further increments. She urged
that at least 2.5 lakh benefi-
ciaries in South Bangalore be
enrolled as shareholders of
the Gruhalakshmi coopera-
tive, ensuring the success of
the Gruhalakshmi Bank,
which aims to reach house-
holds directly.

The preparatory meeting
was attended by Ramanagara
MLA Igbal Hussain, MLC S.
Ravi, officials of various dis-
trict and state development
authorities, and senior officers
from the Women and Child
Development Department.

Free skill
training for
Yuvanidhi

beneficiaries
CHITRADURGA

The District Commissioner, T.
Venkatesh, has urged all Yu-
vanidhi beneficiaries in the
district to avail themselves of
free skill training under the
Yuvanidhi Plus program. Un-
employed youth receiving
Yuvanidhi allowance can di-
rectly contact nearby govern-
ment training institutes, in-
cluding ITI, GTTC, and CI-
DAC centers, to enroll for
various skill development
courses.

Beneficiaries are advised to
register at their respective ta-
luk-based training centers
with their personal details by
November 24 to participate in
the free programs. The initia-
tive aims to empower unem-
ployed youth with

Navodaya entrance exam admit
cards available for download

ents and students can visit the official

CHIKKABALLAPUR

In Chikkaballapur district, students ap-
pearing for the Jawahar Navodaya Vidy-
alaya Selection Test for admission to
Class 6 can now download their admit
cards. The exam is being conducted for
eligible students studying in Class 5
during the current academic year in
schools under Chintamani taluk. Par-

admit card.

website — https://cbseitms.rcil.gov.in/
nvs/AdminCard/AdminCard — and
use the provided link to download the

PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
laya authorities informed in a press
release that admit cards must be down-

|, YESAPPA #737
Ashreyanagar, bhind SRS
Compound, Peenya 1st
Stage, Bangalore - 58
have changed my name
RAJU D vide affidavit
date 19-11-2025
before notary Prabhakar
Bangalore - 5600009.

Training essential to improve
children’s learning quality: BEO

CHITRADURGA

To bring qualitative improvement in children's learn-
ing, teacher training is essential, said Block Educa-
tion Officer H. Girija. She was speaking at the two-
day in-service training programme organised for
teachers of Classes 3 to 5 at the DIET Field Resource
Centre in the city. The training focused on Odu Kar-
nataka, Mathematics—Ganak, and value education.
Girija said the Department of Education has been
implementing several initiatives to strengthen both
curricular and co-curricular learning. Training helps
teachers adopt effective strategies during classroom
teaching and enhances children’s learning outcomes.

There are no other changes.

_NAME CHANGE

I, ALMAS ASHFAQ SHAIKH,
W/o. Azghar A, Resident of
No, 114, Islampura Main
Road Nelamangala Bengaluru
Rural Dist, 562123, have
changed my name to ALMAS
SHAIKH, vide affidavit dated:
18.11.2025 before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.

practical skills,
enhancing their
employability and
supporting their
professional
growth.

Pulse

Polio

vaccination drive in
dist on Dec 21: DC

CHIKKABALLAPURA

District Commissioner P.N.
Ravindra announced that a
Pulse Polio vaccination drive
will be held on December 21
for all children aged 0-5
years across the district, re-
gardless of previous vaccina-
tion status.

Speaking after chairing the
District Task Force meeting
on MR Elimination, Routine
Immunization, and Pulse Po-
lio programme at the DC’s
conference hall on Wednes-
day, he said the target is to
administer polio drops to ap-
proximately 1.22 lakh chil-
dren below five years.

With the cooperation of
Health, Women & Child De-
velopment, and other depart-
ments, every child in this age
group will be covered. Spe-
cial teams will visit booths on
Dec 21, and on Dec 22-23,
vaccination teams will go
door-to-door, visit bus stands,
crowded markets, and transit
points to ensure no child is
missed.

Measles-Rubella
(MR) Vaccination
The second dose of MR vac-
cine (given between 16-24
months) provides 95% life-
long protection against mea-

sles and rubella. Parents must
ensure children receive both
doses on schedule and coop-
erate with health workers.

Dengue Awareness
Stagnant water around homes
is the main reason dengue
spreads. The disease is caused
by the dengue virus transmit-
ted through infected Aedes
aegypti mosquitoes that breed
in clean stagnant water in
drums, barrels, cement tanks,
pots, coconut shells, discard-
ed bottles, and tyres. These
mosquitoes bite during the
daytime.

Symptoms include sudden
high fever, severe headache,
pain behind the eyes, severe
joint and muscle pain, nausea,
rashes, and bleeding from
nose/gums or under the skin.
There is no specific medicine
or vaccine for dengue. Imme-
diate medical attention from
experts and treatment at the
nearest government hospital is
essential if symptoms appear.

District Health & Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, Deputy Director of
Women & Child Develop-
ment Department Venkatesh
D., District AYUSH Officer
Tabu Bhanu, taluk health offi-
cers, and other officials were
present.

KARNATAKA URBAN WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD
KALBURAGI DIVISION, KALBURAGI
Executive Engineer, Opp Mini Vidhan Soudha, Aiwan Shahi, Kalaburagi — 585 102.
Tel —08472-220815, Fax-08472-220816, Email. — kwbeegbg@rediffmail.com

Date : 19.11.2025
Place: Bangalore

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Union Bank of India

[ |

(A Government of India Undertaking)

loaded and carried to the examination [, MARIYAMMA, [, RAMESH #89 Main
centre. Venkatapur Jagir, Roaq near_Durgamma
T Raichur - 584134 have SSX?EGHHI-?L Ra'ﬁhur-d
_ Eanash:::n3rdStag:‘Br2L:::h Changed my name m namle DaﬁeRRGaAnPgsA
e it | LAXM vide affidavit || T ST L
a1 0 b S25 ool bar, Woble vide affidavit date 19-11-
date 19-11-2025 before
Thisis to inform you that the Auction Notice for t A Prabhak 2025, before notary TC
Feri 3 e e ot | | oeary A FTaONAYAT | Thiammaraja Bangalore
newspaper on 16.11.2025, had the auction date Bangalore - 560009. - 560009
incorrectly mentioned as 14.03.2025.Therefore, .
the correct auction date may be read as
24.11.2025, T dE <4\ Canara Bank Ganganagar Branch,

No.1/1, KHM Block, Opp. Main Post Office,
R T Nagar, Bengaluru, Karnataka-560032

She emphasised that innovative teaching activities ||to

must be introduced to make learning more engaging,
and teachers should implement the training inputs at
the school level. This academic year, she urged
teachers to ensure 100% progress under the Odu
Karnataka programme. BRC Sampath Kumar, deliv-
ering the introductory address, said teachers must
first develop strong values within themselves and
then inculcate these values in students through value
education, helping them become responsible citizens.
The Odu Karnataka programme covers 60 teaching
days, aiming to strengthen early language skills. The
Mathematics—Ganak programme runs in two phases
over six weeks, while value education must be inte-
grated at all stages to nurture good behaviour and
ethics among children. He added that punctuality,
professionalism, and coordination among teachers
can greatly improve performance at all levels. Prop-
er planning and activity-based learning at the school
level can significantly strengthen children’s learning.

CRP Mallika offered the prayer. Timmaraju wel-
comed the gathering. Varalakshmi delivered the
vote of thanks, and BRP Vidya conducted the pro-
gramme. A total of 204 teachers from various gov-
ernment schools across Chitradurga taluk partici-

pated in the workshop.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF
JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
(Ordinary Original Civil Jurisdiction)
C.S. No. 167 of 2024

D3. R.Jayabharathi,

Daughter of Loganathan

2nd Cross, 4th Main Road,

Pilla Reddy Nagar, Kasthuri Nagar,
OMBR Layout, Bangalore North,
Kalyan Nagar,Bangalore — 560 043

Please take note that in the
above suit, an Application
was taken out for substituted
service bearing A.No. 3734 of
2025 before the Hon'ble
Madras High Court. The said
Application came up for
hearing on 14/08/2025 and
on 22/10/2025 and the Hon'ble SI.
Court was pleased to issue No.
paper publication on or before
20/11/2025. You are called 1
upon to enter appearance
either in person or through
a Counsel on 27/11/2025,
failing which the matter will
be heard and decided in
your absence.

Avinash Wadhwani
Counsel for Plaintiff

GOLD JEWEL AUCTION NOTICE
Whereas the authorized officer of CANARA BANK, GANGANAGAR BRANCH issued
Sale notice(s) calling upon the borrower to clear the dues in gold loan availed by them.
The borrower had failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and
the public in general that the undersigned will conduct auction of the gold ornaments

No. KWB/EEG/TEC/AE-1/Jewargi-Jal Hi AMRIT/Tenders/2025-26/1826
SHORT TERM BID NOTIFICATION (Through Kp-procurement Portal Only)

The Item Rate e — Tenders are invited from the firms / contractors who satisfy the
Eligibility Criteria for the following works as detailed below:
1) Name and description of work: Construction of eco process disc high efficiency micro
filter for the advance treatment and reuse of water in urban sewage treatment plant and
other sewage water purification projects suitable for 5.83 MLD Capacity STP, supply of PPE
KIT and safety equipment’s, training program and capacity building construction of
underground tank 10M X 6M X 5M and strom water drain on both side of approach road
inside for Jewargi (TMC) STP under incentives provided under the 'JAL HI AMRIT" Initiative,
AMRUT 2.0 (ATAL MISSION FOR REJUVENATION AND URBAN TRANSFORMATION)
PROGRAM (LUMPSUM-NO VARIATION). 2) Approximate value of work (Rs.): Rs. 79,84,292.00
Excluding GST. 3) Earnest Money Deposit (Rs.) : Rs. 1,60,000.00, 4) Tender Processing
Fee: As per Kp-procurement portal, 5) Period for completion Including monsoon (Months):
Six months including Monsoon. 6) Contact for Information: Executive Engineer KUWS & D
Board, Division, Kalaburagi. 7) Date and time for commencement of downloading of tender
documents from the e-procurement portal: 20/11/2025 11.00 Hrs. onward, 8) Last date &
time for submission/uploading of the tender document in the Kp-procurement portal:
04/12/2025 up to 17.00 Hrs. 9) Date & time of opening of the technical tenders: 06/12/2025
After 11:00 hrs. 10) Date & time of opening of the financial tenders: Will be notified to the

C.Sekar ...Plaintiff | |strictly on “As is What is Basis” & “Whatever there is Basis” & “Without recourse . : . .
Vs Basis”. The auction will be conducted ONLINE on 28.11.2025 qualified tenderers. 11) Website Address: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Anuradha&Ors. ..Defendants nccount| Gross | Net Dateof | . Sd/- Executive Engineer
NOTICE Name of the Borrower & Branch No weight | Weight (Inspection & Status DIPR/Kalaburagi/747/KSMC&A/2025-26 KUWS & D Board, Division Kalaburgi
I (in gms)|(in gms) EMD

Date: 19-11-2025

MD Saleem S/o Mayin Kunijila Village,
Kunjila Post, Napoklu Madikeri,
Kodagu-571214
Ganganagar Branch

164043 | 5.7 5.1
585311

25.11.2025 &| SUB
Grams | Grams | Rs. 25,000/-| STND

Please contact /visit Branch for further information

Date : 19.11.2025

Place : Bangalore

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
Canara Bank

KARNATAKA HOUSING BOARD

; 3rd & 4th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bengaluru-560009

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through KPP Portal Only)

Karnataka Housing Board invite tender through Karnataka public procurement
portal for below mentioned work.

Karnataka Tourism Infrastructure Limited 4 saz. s

(A Government Undertaking)

CIN :U70100KA2015SGC081817
#54, 5th Floor, Indhana Bhavana, Racecourse Road, Opposite Renaissance Hotel,
Bangalore-560001. Ph (080) 22352525.

Department of Tourism

Name of the Work

7033 $.£3.20.00° /08Re-01/25.0/m.23/04/2025-26/183

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Karnataka Tourism Infrastructure Limited, Bangalore Invited the Respective Tenders for
Development of Karnataka Tourism at (Karnataka public procurement portal)
https://www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in. The details of the Tender & Calendar of Events are
available at https://lwww.kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Portal.

Qmeos: 19.11.2025

Sl

Construction of KHB office building at Bidar District.

Work Indent & IFT No: KHB/2025-26/BD/Work_Indent 641
&IFT No. 108/2025-26 Date: 18.11.2025
Amont put to tender: Rs. 71,06,126/-

No

Work Name

Indent No

Last date for submission of bid: 03.12.2025 upto 4:00 pm.

Selection of Project Development and Management Consultant
1. | (PDMC) for Development of Toy train facility at Bheeshmakere &
Binkadakatte Zoo in Gadaga town, Gadag Dist

KTIL/2025-26/SE0057

V. Srimathi

DIPR/CP/JA/3917/2025-26

For further information, contact below mentioned office address: Executive
Engineer, Karnataka Housing Board, Cauvery Bhavan, Bengaluru, Telephone
No. 080-22273511/080-22100077. Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Karnataka Housing Board, Benglauru.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ramesh S S/O P.R. Shivappa age 42 years
Parashuramanapalli village,Kasaba Hobli, Bagepalli
taluk, Chikkaballapur district.

I have filed a complaint with Bagepalli police
station on 6/11/25 and 7/11/25 in front of
Bagepalli taluk office for getting my land records
and cheque books of my banks to be xeroxed
1) Union Bank A/C:-137500101007493
2) IDBI BACK A/C:- 363104000017222
3) UCO Bank Account No.:- 2138011 0022 597
4) Canara Bank Account No.:- 0427101018744(SB)
& 0427201000202
5) IOB Bank Account Number:-35830100004002
I have filed a complaint with Bagepalli Police
Station regarding the loss of the said bank cheque Sl
books and filed a complaint under C miss No.
38/25 and application No. 1024/1572/2025
I have issued a press release requesting to receive
the 2025 receipt and retrieve
its check books.

Contact Address:

Mobile No. 9686293851
Date: 19-11-2025

My client Jayaramaiah, aged about 57 years, son of late Mallaiah,
residing at: Thumbenahalli Village, K.P. Doddi Post, Kylancha
Hobli, Ramanagara Taluk, Bengaluru South District, being
the absolute owner of all that piece and parcel of immovable
property agricultural land bearing Sy. No. 9/5, measuring 00-01
guntas situated at: Manchanayakanahalli Village, Bidadi Hobli,
Ramanagara Taluk, Bengaluru South District. The above property
is the self acquired property of my client. My client acquired the
said property from its erstwhile owner Smt. Mamatha. The vendor
of my client acquired the said property by virtue of registered
qift deed dated 29-01-2008, which has been executed by Smt.
Nagamma @ Nagarathnamma, daughter of Huchamma and late
Gavirangaiah, which has been dly registered in the office of the
Sub-Registrar, Ramanagara as document No. 6592/2007-08.
Said Mamatha handed over the said original Registered gift deed
to my client and the same was in the custody of my client. My
client represented that he has misplaced/loss the original gift
deed dated 29-01-2008, registred as document No. 6592/2007-08
when he went to get the Xerox of the same near Vidhana Soudha,
Ramanagara, in that regard my client had filed a police complaint
intimating the lost of said gift deed with ljoor Police Ramanagara.
If any person or persons finding the said gift deed, may pleased to
hand over the same either to the undersigned nor to my client nor
contact the undersigned over the above mentioned mobile number.

NAVEEN KUMAR Y.S., Advocate, District Bar Association, Court
Complex, Ramanagara-562159, Bengaluru South District.

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Shanthinagar Division,
9th Floor, P U Building, Bengaluru-560001

DIPR/CP/3910/NR/2025-26

Tender Details are available for download in E-procurement Portal (https://www.
kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from Dt:19.11.2025 Postponement of Calendar of events (if any),
subsequent notification, changes, amendments and selection/ rejection of proposal shall be
intimated only through Karnataka public procurement portal and will not be published in
newspapers. KTIL reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without
assigning any reasons thereof.

Executive Engineer and Tender Inviting Authority,
Karnataka Tourism Infrastructure Limited

Sd/-

invites
Grater
detailed in the
Document - KW-1)

No.: EE/SN/TEND-12/2025-26

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Only through KPP Portal) (Single Cover System)
The Executive Engineer (Shanthinagar Division), Bengaluru

Bengaluru Authority /

tenders from eligible contractors registered in
KPWD for the works
table below. (Standard Tender

Date: 19.11.2025

No.

Name of the Work

080-41209042

Demolision of unauthorised construction of building at
Ward No. 111 Josphine Rita Pinto Rep by its GPA Holder
Thiru Margadarshi Construction Pvt Ltd Rep by Ltd MD

CHAMUNDESHWARI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY
CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

Corporate Office, procurement Section, CESC, Mysuru-570017. Ph: 9448994705,
Email ID: gmpurc@cescmysore.org  Website: www.cescmysore.org

CESC/GM(P)/DGM(P)/AGM(P-1)/2025-26/ 26452
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-PROCURMENT PORTAL ONLY)
CESC, Mysore invites Short Term Tenders from eligible bidders for carrying out the work of

“Reducing the distribution losses and HT-LT ratios of IP feeders”in Kothathi Sub-division,
Mandya Division on Total turnkey basis

Date: 19.11.2025

office hours or website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Shanthinagara Division, BCCC

1 |Mr. S. Narayana, PID No. 76-122-4, Site No. 04, 4th Sl No. 0 & M Section 11KV Feeder Name Enquiry No / Date
Cross, Victoria Layout, Shanthalanagara Bengaluru. 1 Thaggalli F-12 Mangala IP C2-6422 /1911.2025
CH Call-2. Approx. Value of Work: 5,85,000.00. EMD 2 Thaggall F-04 Cheernalli IP C2-6423/19.11.2025
(in Rs.) according to Govt. order: 14,625.00 3 Kothathi F-09 Bevinahalli [P C2-6424/19.11.2025
Calendar of events: (1) Tender documents may be 4 Kothathi F-05U. K Gere IP C2-6425/19.11.2025
-I-0 laCE a downloaded through procurement portal .of the Qovernment Total
p of Karnataka. (2) Tenders must be submitted online through The details regarding participation in the tender can be obtained through e-procurement portal
classified ad procurement portal on or before 4:00 p.m. on 18.12.2025. https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 24.11.2025 For clarification contact help desk
(3) Date of opening Tenders is on 19.12.2025 at 4:30 p.m. +91-8046010000, +91-8068948777 or e-mail address support@eprochelpdesk.com
Contact: Further details may be obtained from the above office during Sdl-

For Electricity related complaints Call: 1912

DIPR/MYSORE1247/SSC/2025-26

General Manager (Procurement), CESC, Mysuru
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Telangana (M

launches Indiramma
Saree Scheme

Hyderabad
Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on
Wednesday launched the
Indiramma saree distribu-
tion scheme, giving one
crore sarees to eligible
women. The distribution
will happen in two phas-
es: village women by De-
cember 9, and 65 lakh ur-
ban women from March
1-8, aligning with Interna-
tional Women’s Day. Red-
dy urged female ministers
and MLAs to wear the sa-
rees as symbols of wom-
en’s pride. He said the ini-
tiative honors Indira Gan-
dhi and supports wom-
en’'s empowerment
through business and
self-respect programs.

Khan Market
becomes 24th
costliest street

New Delhi
Delhi’'s Khan Market
slipped one spot to be-
come the 24th most ex-
pensive global high-
street, with annual rent
of USD 223 per sq ft, ac-
cording to Cushman &
Wakefield. It remains In-
dia’s priciest retail loca-
tion. London’s New Bond
Street tops the global
list at USD 2,231 per sq
ft. Rising demand and
limited mall supply are
driving India’s premium
high streets, including
Connaught Place and
Galleria Market. Guru-
gram, Mumbai, and New
Delhi saw strong rent
growth, highlighting In-
dia’s expanding role in
global retail.

PM Modi releases 21st
.. PM-KISANinstalment

‘With this instalment, a total of 11 crore farming families
have received funds, exceeding % 3.70 lakh crore to date’

COIMBATORE

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday released
the 21st instalment of the
PM-KISAN scheme worth Rs
18,000 crore from Coim-
batore, Tamil Nadu, support-
ing nine crore farmers across
India.

With this instalment, a total
of 11 crore farming families
have received funds, exceed-
ing Rs 3.70 lakh crore to date.

The Rs 2,000 assistance
credited to beneficiaries’ ac-
counts brought smiles to
farmers, who thanked the
Prime Minister for this farm-
er-focused welfare scheme. In
Sahibganj, Jharkhand, farmers
expressed relief, saying the
money helps buy seeds and
fertilisers on time. In Ghazi-
pur, Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
district president highlighted
that the scheme boosts local

markets as farmers spend on
essentials.

In Bihar’s Koderma, farm-
ers shared that they no longer
need loans for farming. Wom-
en farmers also expressed
gratitude for the financial aid.
In Rajasthan’s Kotputli-Beh-
ror, beneficiaries thanked the
Prime Minister for easing fi-
nancial distress. Union Minis-

ter Bhagirath Choudhary not-
ed that the PM-KISAN
scheme has become crucial
for empowering small and
marginal farmers.

Farmers in Madhya
Pradesh’s Neemuch said the
funds help buy seeds, fer-
tilisers, and equipment. Some
also receive additional sup-
port from the state govern-
ment, further aiding their ag-
ricultural needs. Beneficiaries
across districts emphasised
how the PM-KISAN scheme
enables timely purchases and
strengthens farming liveli-
hoods.

Notably, the PM-KISAN
programme is among the
world’s largest Direct Benefit
Transfer initiatives, receiving
global recognition for its role
in providing timely financial
support and improving the
economic conditions of mil-
lions of farming families.

Trinamool MP files FIR against
Bengal Guv amid controversy

KOLKATA

The political clash between
West Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose and Trinamool
Congress MP Kalyan Baner-
jee escalated on Wednesday
as Banerjee lodged an FIR
against the Governor at a Kol-
kata police station. The FIR
cites Sections 61, 152, 192,
196, and 353 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, cover-
ing criminal conspiracy, acts
endangering national integri-
ty, provocation of riots, pro-
moting enmity, and public
mischief.

The complaint was filed at
Hare Street Police station, a
day after the Governor’s of-
fice approached the Calcutta
High Court against Banerjee.
The suit claims Banerjee’s re-
marks tarnished the dignity of
the Governor and could create
social unrest.

The controversy began last
Saturday when Banerjee al-
leged that Raj Bhavan was
sheltering BJP-linked “crimi-
nals” and distributing arms to
harm Trinamool Congress

workers. He added, “As long
as an incompetent Governor
like you remains, nothing
good will happen in West
Bengal.”

Governor Bose responded
on Sunday, calling Baner-
jee’s statements “inflamma-
tory, explosive, and irre-
sponsible” and warned of
strong legal action. He also
demanded an unconditional
public apology if the allega-
tions were false.

On Monday, a joint search
and combing operation was
conducted within Raj Bha-
van to verify Banerjee’s
claims. The operation re-
portedly found no evidence
to support the allegations.

Following this, the Gover-
nor’s office filed a legal suit
at the Calcutta High Court
on Tuesday, escalating the
confrontation further. Baner-
jee’s FIR and the Governor’s
suit mark a new phase in the
ongoing tussle, highlighting
growing political tensions in
West Bengal between the
state’s ruling party and the
central representative.

ED claims Al
Falah
chairperson
tried fleeing

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
on Wednesday claimed Al
Falah Group chairperson
Jawad Ahmed Siddiqui had
incentives to flee India, as his
family lives in the Gulf. He
was arrested in a money laun-
dering case involving Rs
415.10 crore from students
through false NAAC and
UGC claims. A court sent him
to 13-day custody till Decem-
ber 1. The ED said his ques-
tioning is needed to trace the
full extent of the crime and
prevent obstruction, while
Siddiqui’s lawyer denied the
allegations.

vE O

Kerala HC sek u;\t on

"

temple renovation progress

KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Wednesday asked the Admin-
istrative Committee of the
Padmanabhaswamy Temple
to provide an update on the
renovation of the temple’s
Moolavigraha (principal idol).
The Court specifically sought
information on the consent of
the shilpis (traditional sculp-
tors) and the finalisation of
materials required for the res-
toration.

A Division Bench of Justice
Devan Ramachandran and
Justice M. B. Snehalatha was
hearing a petition alleging de-
fects in the Moolavigraha.
Earlier, the Court had directed
the Committee to submit a re-
port on repair works. Stand-
ing Counsel informed the
Bench that renovation cannot
start without approval from
the five identified shilpis, and
the Committee is awaiting
their consent.

The Court emphasised that
the renovation must be carried
out “with the sanctity that
holds the cosmic power of the
temple” and said shilpis’ con-

sent is essential. The expert
panel also confirmed that the
list of materials will be final-
ised within two weeks, keep-
ing the timeline unchanged.

The petitioner’s counsel
raised concerns about poten-
tial delays without judicial
oversight, but the Court clari-
fied its current role is to en-
sure work is completed on
schedule under the guidance
of the Chief Thanthri.

Renovation can begin after
the temple’s Lakshadeepam
festival ends on January 14,
2026. However, the Bench
asked for updates on shilpis’
consent and material readi-
ness without waiting until
then.

The Court also rejected a
plea to appoint a former IAS
officer as Special Commis-
sioner for the festival, noting
the temple is already managed
by an Administrative Com-
mittee and an Advisory Com-
mittee. The Administrative
Committee has been directed
to submit a report after festi-
val preparations. The matter
will be reviewed again on De-
cember 10.

Chouhan criticises Cong
over electoral failures

DHAMTARI

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Wednesday sharply criticised
Congress, saying the party
has become a “burden” and
its allies are suffering because
of it. He made the remarks
while addressing a farmers’
convention in Dhamtari, Ch-
hattisgarh, where he also dis-
bursed the 21st instalment
under the Pradhan Mantri Ki-
san Samman Nidhi scheme.
Chouhan said the Centre,
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, will not tolerate
Naxalism or terrorism. Refer-
ring to recent anti-Maoist op-
erations, he added that the
killing of top Naxalite com-
mander Madvi Hidma marked
the “last nail in the coffin” of
insurgency in the state.
Targeting Congress and its
leader Rahul Gandhi, he said,
“Wherever Congress goes,
the party it joins sinks.” He
cited Bihar assembly elec-
tions, where the Congress-led

alliance won only six seats,
calling it a “disaster” for the
party.

Chouhan accused Congress
of allowing infiltrators into
India for electoral gains and
said both state and central
governments will work to-
gether to remove them. He
added that terrorism and Nax-
alism will not be tolerated and
promised that development
and peace will prevail across
Chhattisgarh.

Highlighting government
initiatives, Chouhan said the
Centre and the state under
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai are focusing on rural de-
velopment, agriculture, and
infrastructure. He said 80
crore citizens now receive
free ration and handed over a
letter to build 2,426 km of
roads connecting 780 villages
at a cost of Rs 2,225 crore.

The Minister reiterated that
ensuring food security, fair
prices for farmers, and access
to nutritious food remain top
priorities for the government.

Diplomats Programme

NEW DELHI

India hosted the annual BIM-
STEC Young Diplomats Inter-
action Programme at the
Sushma Swaraj Institute of
Foreign Service (SSIFS) in
Delhi on Wednesday.

The week-long programme
brought together 14 young
diplomats from Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, and
Sri Lanka to engage in discus-
sions and training sessions on
regional cooperation and di-
plomacy.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the initia-
tive aims to expose young
diplomats to new approaches
in understanding geopolitical
and geoeconomic develop-
ments, as well as priority ar-
eas for cooperation in the Bay
of Bengal region. It is part of
India’s efforts to build stron-
ger ties among future diplo-
mats from BIMSTEC mem-
ber countries.

It aims at promoting
regional cooperation
and training diplomats
from Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Myanmar,
Nepal, and Sri Lanka

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had first announced the
programme at the 6th BIMS-
TEC Summit in Bangkok,
highlighting its role in
strengthening institutional and
capacity-building efforts in the
region. The programme aligns
with India’s 'Neighborhood
First' and 'Act East' policies.

SSIFS Dean, Ambassador
Raj Kumar Srivastava, inau-
gurated the second Special
Course for Diplomats from
BIMSTEC countries. In his
inaugural address, he spoke
on the concept of diplomacy,
the Indian philosophy of 'Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam' (the
world is one family), and the

pillars of Indian foreign poli-
cy, including strategic priori-
ties and resilience.

He also discussed the '4Ts'
of Diplomacy for Develop-
ment—trade, technology,
tourism, and talent—and
highlighted India’s initiatives
such as the International Solar
Alliance (ISA), Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastruc-
ture (CDRI), IBSA, and Glob-
al BIMSTEC Alliance (GBA).
The session also covered
BIMSTEC’s origin, purpose,
and objectives.

BIMSTEC, the Bay of Ben-
gal Initiative for Multi-Sec-
toral Technical and Economic
Cooperation, connects South
Asia with Southeast Asia. Its
seven member states—Ban-
gladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and
Thailand—represent 1.7 bil-
lion people and a combined
GDP of USD five trillion,
making it a significant region-
al bloc.

Chennithala accuses
Vijayan govt of jeopardising
Sabarimala pilgrimage

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Veteran Congress legislator
Ramesh Chennithala on
Wednesday accused Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s
government of deliberately
jeopardising the Sabarimala
pilgrimage. Chennithala
claimed that it is becoming
clear the state government’s
policy is to disrupt the annual
Mandala season, affecting
lakhs of devotees from across
India.

“The government should
have begun preparations at
least six months ago. Instead,
officials now blame the re-
cently announced local body
election code of conduct.
What does an election code,
announced just a week ago,
have to do with months-long
preparations?” asked Chen-
nithala.

He added that even the Ker-
ala High Court has criticised
the state’s lack of readiness.
Reports indicate severe short-
ages of essential services, in-
cluding medical aid, sanita-
tion, accommodation, crowd

management, and police de-
ployment. Central forces’
presence is reportedly inade-
quate, and coordination be-
tween departments is weak.

Pilgrims arriving at Pamba,
Nilakkal, and other key transit
points faced hardships such as
lack of drinking water, toilets,
transportation, resting areas,
and emergency care. Devo-
tees from Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh
shared distressing experienc-
es, raising concerns about
safety and dignity.

Chennithala pointed out
that the new Devaswom
Board President, who as-
sumed office just three days
ago, expressed concern after
witnessing the situation.
While individual officials
may not be at fault, he
stressed the government has a
constitutional and moral duty
to ensure smooth pilgrimage
conduct.

Questions have been raised
on why Devaswom Minister
V.N. Vasavan did not convene
preparatory meetings or coor-
dinate departments earlier.

‘Chaitanyanand
Saraswati in safe,
secure custody’

NEW DELHI

The Jail Authorities filed a re-
port before the Patiala House
Court, refuting the allegations
made by Chaitanyanand Saras-
wati. It is stated that he is in
safe and secure custody.

Earlier, Chaitanyanand had
alleged that he had a threat to
his life in Tihar Jail. It is stated
that Saraswati has not named
any person whom he has a
threat. Saraswati is in judicial
custody in a molestation case.
Patiala House Court, on No-
vember 14, called for a report
from the Superintendent of
Jail. Pursuant to the court’s or-
der, the jail authorities filed a
report with the Judicial Magis-
trate First Class (JMFC) An-
imesh Kumar on Tuesday. The
report stated that Chait-
anyananda Saraswati was
called and heard in person re-
garding his apprehension of a
threat inside the Jail.

During the interaction, he
did not disclose or name any
specific individual from whom
he apprehended harm. He is in
safe and secure custody, the
report said.

VVPAT not mandatory for local polls: EC

NAGPUR

The Maharashtra State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC) on
Wednesday told the Bombay
High Court that Voter Verifi-
able Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) machines are not
mandatory for local body
elections and that their use is
technically challenging. The
statement came in response to
a petition by Congress leader
Prafulla Gudadhe, who sought
the use of VVPAT for upcom-
ing municipal polls in Maha-
rashtra.

Gudadhe’s petition argued
that VVPAT is essential for a
transparent election process
and requested that polls either
use VVPAT or revert to ballot
papers. He also sought to re-
strain the SEC from conduct-
ing elections with Electronic

INDIRA TRIBUTE B

Voting Machines (EVMs)
without VVPAT.

During the hearing before a
bench led by Justice Anil
Kilor, the SEC explained that
the Supreme Court ruling
mandating VVPAT applies
only to general elections, not
local body polls. The com-
mission added that VVPAT
was not used in the 2017 mu-
nicipal elections.

The affida-
that local
do not

vit stated
body Acts
require

VVPAT, and designing ma-
chines for multi-member,
multi-post constituencies, like
village panchayats and mu-
nicipal councils, is technically
difficult. In contrast, parlia-
mentary and assembly elec-
tions are single-member, sin-
gle-post contests, where
EVMs are designed for use
with VVPAT.

The High Court has posted
the matter for further hearing
on Thursday. The first phase
of Maharashtra’s local body
elections is scheduled for De-
cember 2.

The petition emphasized
that the right to vote is funda-
mental and every citizen
should be able to verify that
their vote is cast correctly,
highlighting the importance
of VVPAT in ensuring voter
confidence.

Priyanka highlights Grandma’s role in making India a nuclear power

NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leaders
paid emotional tributes to
former Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi on her birth anni-
versary, remembering her as
a symbol of courage, patrio-
tism, and dedication to In-
dia’s progress.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
described her grandmother
as her “ideal,” praising her
strength, compassion, and

determination. She high-
lighted Indira Gandhi’s role
in making India a nuclear
power and
strengthening the
nation’s infrastruc-
ture. “Grandma,
through the values
you instilled in me,
you are always
with me,” Priyanka
wrote on X.
Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi also remembered

-~

his grandmother, saying her
courage and principles guide
him in making bold deci-
sions for the na-
tion. He added
that her patriotism
and ethics inspire
him to stand
» against injustice.
i Rahul Gandhi,
V)|l along with Sonia
AR Gandhi, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge, General Secretary

K.C. Venugopal, and other
leaders, visited Shakti Sthal
to offer floral tributes.
Kharge praised Indira Gand-
hi’s “dynamic leadership”
and “immense political
courage,” noting her dedica-
tion to public service and the
nation’s unity.

Indira Gandhi, often
called the “Iron Lady of In-
dia,” was born on November
19, 1917, in Allahabad (now
Prayagraj) to Jawaharlal and

Kamala Nehru. Her birth an-
niversary is observed as Na-
tional Integration Day, hon-
oring her significant contri-
butions to India’s political,
social, and economic devel-
opment.

Through these tributes,
Congress leaders empha-
sized her enduring influence
on India’s growth and the
inspiration she continues to
provide to the nation’s lead-
ers and citizens alike.
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| Tiger returns to
Gujarat after three
decades

Ahmedabad
Atiger has returned to
Guijarat more than 30
years after the species

went extinct in the state.
The big cat has settled in
Ratanmahal Wildlife
Sanctuary, bringing new
hope for reviving the tiger
population in a region
known mainly for Asiatic
lions. State Forest and
Environment Minister Ar-
jun Modhwadia said Guja-
rat can now proudly call
itself home to three major
big cats — the lion, leop-
ard and tiger. He added
that tigers once lived in
good numbers but slowly
vanished over time.

Art show traces
Shipra’s five-decade
journey

New Delhi
Artist Shipra Bhattachar-
ya’s solo show in Delhi of-
fers arare look at her long
artistic journey, highlight-
ing how her work portrays
women, their dignity, and
their quiet moments of re-
flection. Returning to the
city after ten years, her ex-
hibition “In Bloom” at
Bikaner House showcases
five decades of figurative
art marked by emotional
depth and clarity. From
lone figures on terraces to
pieces reflecting shared
trauma, the display shows
how her signature style
has grown and trans-
formed over time.

- Build technology that reduce

mequallty, improve lives: Prez

‘Inventions are meaningful only when they make life better for people’

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Wednesday attended the
fifth convocation of the Na-
tional Institute of Technology
(NIT) Delhi, where she en-
couraged graduating students
to focus on building technol-
ogies that reduce inequality
and bring real change to peo-
ple’s lives.

She said true progress
comes not only from new in-
ventions but from how these
inventions improve society.

In a message shared on X,
the President’s office said she
advised students to remember
that inventions are meaning-
ful only when they make life
better for people. She stressed
that systems and technologies
created by young engineers
should aim to close gaps in

society and give people new
hope.

On Tuesday, President Mur-
mu also presented the sixth
National Water Awards and
the Jal Sanchay-Jan
Bhagidari Awards at a func-
tion in New Delhi. Speaking

il

at the event, she said that hu-
man civilisation has always
grown around rivers, lakes
and other water sources. She
added that India’s traditions
give great importance to wa-
ter, recalling that even the na-
tional song begins with the

word “Sujalam,” meaning a
land blessed with abundant
water.

The President said effi-
cient water use is a global
necessity, especially for In-
dia, where water resources
are limited compared to the
population. She noted that
low per capita availability
and climate change are
worsening the strain on the
water cycle, making joint
efforts by the government
and public essential. She
welcomed the creation of
over 35 lakh groundwater
recharge structures under the
Jal Sanchay—Jan Bhagidari
initiative and highlighted in-
dustries adopting circular
water systems and zero liq-
uid discharge, helping
strengthen long-term water
conservation.

BLO dies after
call; family cites
work pressure

JAIPUR

Afghan min arrives in India to

NEW DELHI

A Booth Level Officer
(BLO) on Special Intensive
Revision duty died of a heart
attack in Sawai Madhopur on
Wednesday, moments after
receiving a phone call from
the tehsildar, his family al-
leged. The victim, Hariram
alias Hariom Bairwa, a
34-year-old Grade-III teach-
er posted at Sevti Khurd
Government School, col-
lapsed suddenly and was tak-
en to a hospital, where he
was declared dead. This is
the fourth reported BLO
death this month, linked by
families to heavy workload
and stress.

Khurshid seeks PM’s
response in Parliament
on blast lapse

NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader Sal-
man Khurshid on Wednesday
questioned the government’s
security policy after the recent
blast near Delhi’s Red Fort,
saying the incident raises a
“serious question mark” over
intelligence preparedness. He
demanded that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi give a clear
answer in Parliament on what
he called a major lapse.
Khurshid, a former External
Affairs Minister, said the gov-
ernment’s “strategic failures”
are now visible and argued that
India needs a steady, long-term
foreign policy instead of what
he described as a “personalised
and episodic” approach. He
made the remarks while speak-
ing about a new book on for-
eign policy that he co-edited.
Commenting on the Con-
gress’ demand for clarity on
the government’s “new nor-
mal doctrine”—which treated
major terror attacks as acts of

war—Khurshid said the oppo-
sition is not being aggressive
but wants accountability. He
said the government has not
issued a clear statement on
how the intelligence failure
took place or what its larger
implications are.

Khurshid also said the op-
position wants an early Parlia-
ment discussion on the issue
and believes the prime minis-
ter should answer directly on
the floor of the House. He
added that national security
challenges must be faced to-
gether, not along party lines,
and urged the government to
trust the opposition.

His remarks come days af-
ter Congress demanded an
all-party meeting and urged
the government to advance
the Winter Session of Parlia-
ment for a debate. The blast
last week killed 13 people and
injured several others, just
hours after the arrest of eight
people linked to a “white-col-
lar terror module.”

NGT probes illegal quarry
operating near Kharghar hospital

MUMBAI

The National Green Tribunal
has flagged an allegedly ille-
gal stone quarry operating
behind Tata Cancer Hospital
(ACTREC) in Kharghar and
set a joint hearing for De-
cember 5. RTI replies con-
firmed no permissions were

issued for the quarry,
prompting NatConnect Foun-
dation to seek an immediate
halt, citing risks to patients,
equipment and the hospital
structure. The NGT’s West-
ern Bench has issued notices
to Raigad authorities for de-
tailed reports, as the quarry
continues without approvals.

Afghanistan’s Minister of In-
dustry and Commerce, Alhaj
Nooruddin Azizi, arrived in
New Delhi on Wednesday for
a five-day official visit aimed
at strengthening trade and in-
vestment relations between
India and Afghanistan. The
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) welcomed him warm-
ly and noted that improving
economic ties remains the
main purpose of his visit.
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal posted that India
looks forward to advancing
trade and investment partner-
ships with Afghanistan during
the minister’s stay.

Azizi is expected to visit
the India International Trade
Fair (IITF) 2025 and hold
talks with senior Indian offi-
cials dealing with trade and
commerce. His visit is signif-
icant as it marks one of the
highest-level engagements
between India and the Taliban
administration since the group
took control of Kabul in Au-
gust 2021.

This trip follows the earli-
er visit of Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttaqi, Afghanistan’s

Foreign Minister, who spent
six days in India in October
2025. During that visit, In-
dia and Afghanistan agreed
to set up a joint trade com-
mittee to improve economic
cooperation. Muttaqi said
both countries discussed
new opportunities in Af-
ghanistan’s minerals and en-
ergy sectors and invited In-
dian companies to explore
investment possibilities.
Muttaqi’s visit also led to
an important diplomatic step.
India restored its Technical
Mission in Kabul to the sta-
tus of a full Embassy, reflect-

strengthen trade ties

ing New Delhi’s intention to
deepen engagement with Af-
ghanistan. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar made
the announcement during his
meeting with Muttaqi.

According to the MEA, up-
grading the mission shows
India’s commitment to sup-
porting Afghanistan’s devel-
opment efforts. The Embassy
in Kabul will now play a
stronger role in humanitarian
assistance, capacity-building
programmes, and broader de-
velopment initiatives that
match the needs and goals of
the Afghan people.

Doval hosts
Colombo Conclave
security chiefs

NEW DELHI

National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval will host top secu-
rity officials from Colombo
Security Conclave (CSC)
member countries in New
Delhi on Thursday, the Minis-
try of External Affairs (MEA)
announced in an official state-
ment.

The meeting aims to deepen
cooperation among participat-
ing nations and strengthen
collective efforts on regional
security in the Indian Ocean
region.

According to the MEA,
representatives from
the Maldives, Mau-
ritius, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh will !%
take part in the dis-
cussions as full
Member States.
Seychelles will join =
the meeting as an Observer
State, while Malaysia has
been invited as a Guest coun-
try for this round of talks. The
gathering will bring together
senior officials responsible for
shaping security strategies in
their respective nations.

The previous, sixth meeting
of CSC National Security Ad-
visors was held in Mauritius in
December 2023. Member
States again met in August
2024 in Sri Lanka during the
signing ceremony for the

The meeting seeks to
enhance collaboration
among participating
nations and bolster joint
initiatives to improve
regional and stability
throughout the Indian
Ocean area, fostering
stronger collective
commitment.

Founding Documents of the
Conclave. Deputy National
Security Advisers have also
held regular interactions, with
their latest virtual meeting tak-
ing place in July 2024.
The CSC was
formed to boost secu-
rity cooperation
T among regional coun-
! tries and tackle
shared challenges af-
fecting Indian Ocean
stability. The seventh NSA
meeting will review progress
in areas such as maritime
safety, counterterrorism,
transnational crime, cyber se-
curity, and disaster relief,
while also discussing the
2026 Roadmap and Action
Plan. The MEA says the
CSC’s main aim is to address
cross-border threats through
these five cooperation pillars.
The New Delhi meeting will
help set common priorities for
the coming years.

Delhi cops bust major drug
syndicate, seize mobile lab

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police Special Cell
has broken a major inter-state
drug syndicate operating across
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai and Ben-
galuru. Officials said four people
of African origin were arrested,
and a mobile drug-making lab
was seized during the crack-
down. Police recovered 20.146
kg of methamphetamine and 700
drug tablets, worth over Rs 100
crore in the international market.

The operation was carried
out by Inspectors Ranjeet
Singh and Sanjeev Kumar un-
der the guidance of ACP Neer-
aj Kumar. Acting on a tip-off
received on November 1, po-
lice set a trap near Dhaula

Kuan around midnight. They
caught the first accused, Eze-
buenyi Esther Osita, with a red
trolley bag carrying 17.146 kg
of methamphetamine and drug
tablets. She later revealed de-
tails about a wider network
sending drugs to Bengaluru and
Mumbai. Based on her infor-
mation, police arrested Charles
Chimuanya Ebereconwu from
Chander Vihar on November 5.
He was found with another 3
kg of methamphetamine.
During raids, police also dis-
covered a mobile drug factory
running from a rented house in
Nilothi Extension. The lab had
chemicals, solvents and various
equipment used to produce
methamphetamine.

Girl stabbed to death for
‘rejecting’ proposal, I held

RAMESWARAM

A 21-year-old man was arrested
on Wednesday for allegedly
stabbing a Class 12 student to
death in broad daylight while
she was on her way to school.
Police said the girl had repeat-
edly rejected his love proposal,
which reportedly led to the at-
tack. The victim lived with her
family in Cherankottai near
Rameswaram. According to
police, the accused, Muniyaraj,
from the same locality, had
been stalking her for several
days and pressuring her to ac-
cept his proposal. The girl’s
father, Mariyappan, a fisher-
man, had recently confronted
him about the harassment and
warned him to stop.

Upset over the continued re-
jection and the warning from
her family, the accused alleged-
ly targeted the girl on Wednes-

day morning. Police said he
confronted her on a public road
and stabbed her multiple times
with a knife. The teenager col-
lapsed on the spot and died be-
fore help arrived.

Passersby immediately alert-
ed the police. Officers from the
Port Police Station reached the
location, recovered the body
and sent it to a government
hospital for post-mortem exam-
ination. A murder case has been
registered under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. Police said the accused
fled after the attack but was
traced and arrested by a special
team. He is now being ques-
tioned, and further investiga-
tion is underway.

AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami con-
demned the incident, saying it
exposed growing concerns over
women’s safety.

Australia showcases expertise to
boost India partnership

NEW DELHI

Australia is deepening its ed-
ucation partnership with India
by highlighting its strengths
in vocational training at DI-
DAC India 2025.

Austrade Trade and Invest-
ment Commissioner Vik
Singh said this is the first
time the Australian govern-
ment, along with its state and
territory partners, is taking
part in the event. A strong
team of 24 companies and 35
delegates is representing
Australia this year.

Singh said DIDAC India is
expected to see nearly 40,000
visitors over five days, giving
both countries a major plat-
form to work together. He
noted that India aims to be-
come the “skilling capital” of
the world, and Australia

hopes to support this goal by
sharing its training systems,
such as the well-known TAFE
model, and by building part-
nerships with Indian institu-
tions and ed-tech companies.

He added that Australia
wants to co-create solutions
that help India grow a stron-
ger, more skilled workforce.
According to him, this collab-
oration will not only support
India’s development but also
create new opportunities for
both countries.

Singh also spoke about how

the National Education Policy
2020 has opened new doors
for global cooperation. He
said the policy has helped in-
ternational institutions enter
India more easily. Australia is
now the first country to set up
university campuses in India.
Deakin University and the
University of Wollongong are
already operating, and four or
five more campuses are ex-
pected soon. By next year,
nearly 10 Australian campus-
es may be active in India.

DIDAC India, Asia’s larg-
est education technology
event, will hold its 15th edi-
tion from November 18-20,
2025, at Yashobhoomi in New
Delhi. The event brings to-
gether global partners and
showcases the latest trends in
teaching, training, and skill
development.

‘States lag behind in distribution of electlon forms’

NEW DELHI

The second phase of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls is still facing
delays, with nearly 61.55 lakh
enumeration forms yet to be
given to voters across 12
states and union territories.
A total of 50.97 crore forms
were planned for distribution,
and so far, Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) have managed to
hand out 50.35 crore forms,
reaching about 98.79% com-
pletion. Out of these, around

8.14 crore forms have been

digitised as of November 19.

Tamil Nadu accounts for
the largest share of pending
forms, with about 31.05 lakh
still to be distributed out of
its total 6.41 crore. Kerala
follows with a gap of 8.33
lakh out of 2.78 crore voters.
Uttar Pradesh has around five
lakh voters remaining, and
Rajasthan has 4.58 lakh
pending, not counting the
Anta Assembly constituency,
where SIR work was post-
poned due to the recent by-
poll. Anta alone has about
2.28 lakh voters.

Several smaller regions
have made better progress.
Lakshadweep has completed

distribution for all 57,813 vot-
ers. In Goa, only 31 voters
remain, while 54,467 voters

are pending in Puducherry.
Other states still finishing the
process include Madhya
Pradesh with 1.37 lakh pend-
ing forms, Gujarat with 2.12
lakh, West Bengal with 2.26
lakh, and Chhattisgarh with
2.76 lakh.

Kerala’s Chief Electoral Of-
ficer has warned of strict ac-
tion against anyone blocking
BLOs from carrying out their
duties. Across all 12 regions,
5.33 lakh BLOs and 10.41
lakh Booth Level Agents have
been appointed to complete
the massive SIR exercise.
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Fraud-Awareness
Drive Launched
Across Israel

Tel Aviv
The Bank of Israel has
started a nationwide
campaign to help peo-
ple understand and
avoid financial fraud, as
digital scams continue
torise. The effort is led
by the Financial Educa-
tion Forum, whichin-
cludes major banks and
credit card companies.
The campaign will ap-
pear on TV, radio and
online, explaining com-
mon online scams and
ways to protect personal
data. In December, the
forum and Israel Police
will hold free lectures in
Hebrew, Arabic and Rus-
sian. The initiative fol-
lows years of similar
awareness programs.

Lawmakers Protest
Steep Airfare Hike
From Quetta

Balochistan
Members of the Ba-
lochistan Assembly ex-
pressed strong concern
over what they described
as unfair and sudden in-
creases in airfares on
flights from Quetta. Both
treasury and opposition
lawmakers supported a
resolution demanding
immediate action against
PIA and private airlines
for sharply raising ticket
prices. The resolution,
moved by JUI-F member
Shahida Rauf, noted that
one-way fares to Karachi
had reached PKR
43,000-60,000, while
flights to Islamabad were
now priced above PKR
70,000, causing hardship
for travellers.

New Digital Wallet
Simplifies TAP
Loyalty Payments

Tel Aviv
FinitiOne has intro-
duced what it calls the
world’s first platform
that lets users store and
redeem loyalty points
directly through a digital
wallet and pay instantly
with TAP. The system
allows organisations
and consumer clubs to
issue smart prepaid
cards connected to Ap-
ple Pay and Google Pay.
Customers can redeem
benefits at any terminal
using the Sheba net-
work. The company
says the tool could re-
duce billions in unused
loyalty rewards and
help small businesses
join customer clubs.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

' Trump, MBS unveil investment

- and defence partnership deals

Trump and Saudi crown pnnce announce sweeplng agreements reshaplng bilateral ties

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump and
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman announced a
wide set of agreements aimed
at deepening strategic ties,
boosting American jobs and
strengthening regional securi-
ty. The White House said the
deals put American workers,
industry and national interests
at the centre of the
partnership.

A major highlight was Sau-
di Arabia’s plan to invest
USD 1 trillion in the United
States, sharply higher than the
earlier USD 600 billion
pledge. Trump also approved
a new defence package that
includes future deliveries of
F-35 fighter jets and the sale
of nearly 300 US-made tanks.
Officials said the purchases

will support American de-
fence jobs while helping Sau-
di Arabia build its own mili-
tary strength.

Both sides also signed a
Joint Declaration on Civil Nu-
clear Energy Cooperation.
The agreement ensures US
firms will be preferred part-
ners for Saudi nuclear proj-
ects, with all work following
strict non-proliferation rules.

The White House said the
long-term cooperation would
help secure America’s
leadership in global energy
technology.

Another agreement was the
Critical Minerals Framework,
which aims to secure and di-
versify supply chains for im-
portant minerals. An Al Mem-
orandum of Understanding
was also signed, giving Saudi

Arabia controlled access to
advanced American artificial
intelligence systems while
blocking foreign misuse.

Trump and the crown
prince also approved the
US-Saudi Strategic Defence
Agreement to strengthen de-
fence cooperation and im-
prove regional deterrence.
The White House said the
deal supports the “America
First” agenda by easing oper-
ations for US defence firms in
Saudi Arabia and adding bur-
den-sharing funds.

During his visit, the crown
prince received a ceremonial
welcome at the White
House. He also expressed in-
terest in joining the Abraham
Accords but said progress
toward a two-state solution
for Palestinians remained
essential.

Rights Body
Criticises Pakistan
Court over Mahrang
Bail Denial

QUETTA

Pakistan’s Anti-Terrorism
Court (ATC) has again denied
bail to Baloch Yakjehti Com-
mittee (BYC) central organiser
Mahrang Baloch and several
other leaders, despite what hu-
man rights groups say is a lack
of solid evidence.

The decision follows months
of custody for Mahrang and
BYC activists Bibagar Baloch,
Sibgatullah Shah Ji, Beebow
Baloch, and Gulzadi Baloch,
raising concerns over pro-
longed detention and political
suppression.

The court cited FIR 89/25,
alleging that the leaders pro-
voked individuals who later
broke the Civil Hospital gate
and removed corpses. The
rights body said there is no
credible evidence linking the
BYC leadership to the inci-
dent, and that several co-ac-
cused in the same case have
already received bail.

The BYC condemned the
ruling, stating that Pakistani
law requires consistent treat-
ment when bail is granted to
co-accused, a principle it says
was ignored. The rights body
also criticised the judge’s con-
duct, alleging bias and a vio-
lation of established legal
standards.

While Mahrang Baloch and
Gulzadi Baloch were granted
bail in 10 FIRs, they were de-
nied in others. Similarly,
Bibagar Baloch, Sibgatullah
Shah Ji, and Beebow Baloch
received bail in 9 FIRs but
were rejected in remaining
cases.

The BYC affirmed its deter-
mination to challenge the deci-
sion in the High Court, calling
the ATC ruling “unjust” and
emphasising that attempts to
silence peaceful political activ-
ists will not succeed.
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Authorities impose curfew after serious clash in Simara area

Curfew Enforced In Bara after
Youth-UML Vlolent Clash

KATHMANDU

A strict eight-hour curfew has
been enforced in the Simara
airport area of Nepal’s Bara
district after a violent clash
broke out between Gen-Z pro-
testers and CPN-UML sup-
porters on Wednesday. Offi-
cials said the curfew began at
mid-day and will stay in place
to prevent further unrest. It
covers 500 metres on both
sides of the Gandak canal—
Pathlaiya road and the area
around Simara airport. All
flights between Kathmandu
and Simara have been stopped
for safety reasons.

The clash started when
Gen-Z youths protested upon
hearing that senior UML lead-
ers were arriving at the air-
port. UML General Secretary
Shankar Pokharel and leader
Mahesh Basnet were sched-
uled to fly to Parwanipur for
a programme, which triggered
the demonstrations.

Tensions have been high

since Prime Minister Sushila
Karki recommended dissolv-
ing the House of Representa-
tives on September 12, fol-
lowing the nationwide Gen-Z
movement that turned violent.
The protests on September 8
and 9 left at least 78 people
dead. The Karki administra-
tion has been tasked with
holdlng snap polls on March

The dissolved UML parlia-
mentary party decided on
Tuesday that restoring Parlia-
ment was essential and moved

to file a writ petition in the
Supreme Court. Over a dozen
similar petitions are already
under hearing. The UML, the
former House’s second-larg-
est party, assigned Mahesh
Bartaula and Sunita Baral to
represent it. Bartaula argued
that appointing ex-chief jus-
tice Karki as prime minister
violated constitutional rules
and called the House dissolu-
tion undemocratic. The party
secks Parliament’s reinstate-
ment to reverse this “an-
ti-democratic step.”

New Consulates
Strengthen Bilateral
India-Russia Partnership

MOSCOW

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on Wednesday
that the launch of two new
Indian Consulates General in
Russia marks a major step in
strengthening relations be-
tween the two countries. The
new offices, opened in Yekat-
erinburg and Kazan, are ex-
pected to support trade, tech-
nology links and cultural en-
gagement.

At the inauguration cere-
mony, Jaishankar said the In-
dian government had worked
steadily for months to make
the consulates operational at
the earliest possible time. He
thanked the Russian govern-
ment for its full support, espe-
cially Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Andrey Rudenko and the
regional administrations of
Tatarstan and Sverdlovsk
Oblast. Indian Ambassador
Vinay Kumar and officials
from both regions also attend-
ed the event.

Jaishankar said Yekaterin-
burg holds strong industrial
value for Russia and is often
called the country’s third cap-
ital. The area is an important
centre for heavy engineering,
defence production, gem cut-
ting, chemicals, metallurgy
and medical equipment. It
also hosts the INNOPROM

EAM S. Jaishankar
opened two new Indian
Consulates in Russia,
saying they will boost
trade, technology
cooperation, tourism and
cultural ties between the
two nations

international economic forum,
which attracts businesses
from many countries. The
minister said the new consul-
ate would help Indian and
Russian industries work to-
gether more easily in areas
such as technology, science
and manufacturing.

He said Kazan is a major,
diverse Russian city linking
Asia, known for oil, industry
and manufacturing. The new
consulate will aid culture, stu-
dents and tourism. He added
that both missions will
strengthen services, boost
trade and deepen long-term
India-Russia cooperation
across economic, cultural and
academic fields.

South Korea Urges Improved
US Visas For Investing Firms

SEOUL

A senior South Korean diplo-
mat has called for improving
US visa processes for Korean
companies investing in the
United States, saying it is key
to maintaining bilateral coop-
eration.

Jung Ki-hong, Ambassador
for Public Diplomacy, made
the remarks during a meeting
with US Assistant Secretary
of State Michael DeSombre in
Washington on Tuesday, the
South Korean Foreign Minis-
try said.

The discussions focused on
ensuring stable operations for
Korean businesses in the US,
including follow-up measures

after over 300 Korean work-
ers were detained in a Georgia
immigration raid in Septem-
ber.

The incident led to the cre-
ation of a bilateral visa work-
ing group to address entry
challenges for Korean firms.
Separately, Jung met with US
Under Secretary of State Sar-
ah Rogers to discuss strength-
ening cultural exchanges and
public diplomacy projects,
both bilaterally and in a trilat-
eral framework with Japan.
Last week, officials from both
countries celebrated Korean
National Day and Armed
Forces Day in Washington,
highlighting decades of
cooperation.

EU Groups Criticise ICT Verdict against Former PM Hasina

DHAKA

Five European rights and ad-
vocacy groups have strongly
criticised the International
Crimes Tribunal’s (ICT) ver-
dict against Bangladesh’s for-
mer Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. In a joint statement
released in London, the
groups said the judgement
was “politically motivated”
and urged global organisa-
tions to intervene, local media
reported on Wednesday.

The coalition sent letters to
several international bodies,

including the UN Secre-

tary-General, the UN Human
Rights Commissioner, Human
Rights Watch, Amnesty Inter-
national, the European Exter-
nal Action Service and the US
State Department. They said
the ICT, which was created to
examine crimes committed
during the 1971 Liberation
War, had “moved away from

its core principles.” They
warned that trials held in ab-
sentia weaken judicial inde-
pendence and violate global
human rights standards.

The groups also raised con-
cerns about what they de-
scribed as rushed proceed-
ings, lack of proper legal de-
fence, limited defence wit-
nesses and signs of possible
collusion. Their criticism
came after the ICT on Mon-
day sentenced Sheikh Hasina
to death for “crimes against
humanity” related to protests
that took place in July last
year. The tribunal sentenced

Afghan Minister
Visits India to
Boost Chabahar
Port Usage

KABUL

Afghan Industry and Com-
merce Minister Alhaj Noorud-
din Azizi arrived in New Del-
hi on Wednesday, beginning
an official visit aimed at acti-
vating and effectively utilising
India-developed Chabahar
Port in Iran and attracting
more investments. The Minis-
try of External Affairs (MEA)
welcomed the delegation, not-
ing that advancing bilateral
trade and investment ties is
the key focus of the visit.
During the trip, the Afghan
delegation will meet Indian
government officials, includ-
ing ministers of foreign affairs
and commerce, as well as
traders, investors, and private
sector representatives. Discus-
sions will focus on expanding
economic cooperation, facili-
tating trade, creating joint in-
vestment opportunities, and
strengthening Afghanistan’s
role in regional transit routes.

former Home Minister Asa-
duzzaman Khan Kamal to
death and gave ex-Police
Chief Chowdhury Abdullah
Al-Mamun five years after he
turned state witness. Sheikh
Hasina rejected the charges,
calling the verdict from a
“rigged tribunal” under inter-
im Chief Advisor Muhammad
Yunus politically motivated.
She said the aim was to oust
her and weaken the Awami
League. She also accused the
government of failing in law
and order, suppressing mi-
norities, curbing women’s
rights, harassing journalists.

“DENGUE CRISIS |

Punjab Dengue Surge Raises
Serious Cover-Up Claims

LAHORE

Punjab is facing a
fast-spreading dengue out-
break, with the worst impact
reported in the southern dis-
tricts.

Internal sources in the

health system say many den-
gue deaths are occurring but
are not being officially re-
corded.
Several health workers claim
the provincial authorities are
downplaying the situation by
underreporting cases and hid-
ing the true number of
deaths.

Multan and Faisalabad are
currently facing the most
alarming rise in dengue in-
fections.

This sharp increase clearly
contradicts earlier claims by
the health department that
the situation was “fully under
control.” Medical teams in
South Punjab say den-

gue-positive cases have in-
creased almost ten times in
just a few weeks.

Doctors and public-health
specialists allege that several
dengue-related deaths took
place in major government
hospitals in Multan. Howev-
er, staff responsible for re-
porting these deaths were
reportedly told not to enter
them into the dengue dash-
board.

Health experts also say
district commissioners and

district health officials are
pressuring field teams to hide
both deaths and rising posi-
tivity rates.

A recent case involving a
young guard, Mohammad
Imran, has raised serious
concerns.

His crucial NS1 test was
sent on the ninth day of fe-
ver, even though WHO
guidelines say the test’s ac-
curacy drops sharply after
the seventh day. Later tests
confirmed dengue, but Imran
died from severe internal
bleeding after his platelet
count fell dangerously low.

Hospitals in Multan, in-
cluding Nishtar Hospital, are
overcrowded, forcing doctors
to shift patients to general
wards.

The Dengue Expert Advi-
sory Group has warned the
government about major fail-
ures in prevention and urged
immediate action.

Massive Fire in
Oita City Destroys
Hundreds Of
Buildings

TOKYO

A devastating fire swept
through a densely populated
area in Oita city overnight,
killing one person and damag-
ing over 170 buildings, local
authorities said on Wednes-
day. The blaze erupted in the
Saganoseki port district on
Tuesday and has been burning
for more than 12 hours.
Around 180 residents were
evacuated as firefighters bat-
tled the flames, which spread
across roughly 48,900 square
meters, including forested ar-
eas.

Police confirmed the death
of one individual at the scene
and are trying to determine
whether the body belongs to a
missing 76-year-old man.

The Oita Prefectural Gov-
ernment requested assistance
from the Self-Defense Forces
to support firefighting and re-
lief efforts. Mayor Shinya Ad-
achi said he does not expect
further damage, while senior
official Shogo Fujikawa noted
that smoke levels are decreas-
ing and control measures are
underway, though caution is
still advised.

A strong wind advisory is-
sued by the Japan Meteoro-
logical Agency earlier con-
tributed to the fire’s rapid
spread. In response, the cen-
tral government set up a liai-
son centre at the Prime Min-
ister’s Office to monitor the
situation.

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi expressed
gratitude to firefighters, local
authorities, and the Self-De-
fense Forces for their efforts
and pledged full government
support.
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KEC INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

KEC shares fall as
Power Grid bars firm
from new bids

New Delhi
KEC International’s
shares dropped over 7
per cent on Wednesday
after Power Grid Corpo-
ration of India barred
the company from bid-
ding for new tenders for
nine months. Power Grid
said the action was
linked to alleged viola-
tions in an earlier case.
KEC clarified that ongo-
ing Power Grid projects
will continue and only
new bids are restricted.
The firm said it is con-
sidering legal options
and does not expect a
major impact due to its
strong order book and
steady tender pipeline.
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Securing Financial Goal Retirement Planning

TATA AlA

L I FE

Tata AlA launches
flexible Maha Raksha
termplan

Mumbai
Tata AlA Life Insurance
has introduced Maha
Raksha Supreme Select,
a terminsurance plan de-
signed to offer strong
protection with greater
flexibility. The plan allows
policyholders to increase
their cover during major
life events such as mar-
riage, childbirth, or taking
a home loan, ensuring
their protection matches
growing responsibilities. It
also includes an annual
top-up option, letting
customers raise coverage
by 5% to 20% each year
to manage inflation and
rising financial needs.

Railways to deploy
Al-driven logistics
platform

Mumbai
ROQIT Greenfield Digital,
a unit of Aion-Tech Solu-
tions, has secured a con-
tract from Indian Railways
to design and deploy an
Al-based logistics plat-
form for light and medium
parcel deliveries. The pilot
is set to begin with South
Central Railway between
January and February next
year, followed by a nation-
wide rollout. The compa-
ny said the platform will
create a fully digital
small-parcel ecosystem. It
added that the projectis a
major step toward mod-
ernising India’s logistics
network through sustain-
able technology.

BUSINESS

MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is expected to cut the
repo rate by 0.25 percentage
points to 5.25 per cent at its
Monetary Policy Committee
meeting in the first week of
December, according to a new
report by global financial ser-
vices firm Morgan Stanley.
The report says the central
bank will likely remain cau-
tious even after this reduction,
shifting to a data-based ap-
proach for future decisions.
According to the report, the
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"~ RBImay cutreporate by
KEC 0.25% inDecember meeting

Morgan Stanley expects the RBI to cut rates in December and adopt a
cautious, data-driven stance for future policy moves

RBI is currently moving
through a three-part easing
cycle that includes interest
rates, liquidity, and regulatory
changes. Once the De-
cember rate cut is im-
plemented, the cen- /§
tral bank is expected ||
to pause and closely
study how these pol-
icy adjustments affect
domestic economic ac-
tivity and inflation trends.
On fiscal matters, Morgan
Stanley believes the govern-
ment will continue with a
measured approach, focusing

on gradual consolidation
while keeping capital expen-
diture as a priority. This bal-
anced strategy, the report
says, is essential for
™\ maintaining steady
W\ growth over the me-
dium term.
The report also
predicts that India’s
7 headline consumer
= price inflation may rise
modestly in 202627 after
expected lower levels in
2025. However, it should still
move towards the RBI’s me-
dium-term target of 4 per

cent. Both food and core in-
flation are expected to stabi-
lise between 4 and 4.2 per
cent year-on-year, helping
keep inflation expectations
steady and supporting con-
sumer confidence.

India’s current account
deficit is expected to stay near
1% of GDP, supported by
strong services exports and a
solid external balance sheet.
The RBI raised FY26 GDP
growth to 6.8% but expects
early-year slowdown, while
lowering its FY26 inflation
forecast to 2.6%.

Investor jitters grew after the Supreme Court’s sharp criticism of
investigative agencies led to a steep drop in Sammaan Capital’s stock

Sammaan Capital shares fall
13% after SC criticism of CBI

MUMBAI

Sammaan Capital’s shares
saw a sharp fall on Wednes-
day after the Supreme Court
strongly criticised the slow
and inconsistent approach of
several investigative agencies
examining allegations against
the company. The stock
dropped 13.33 per cent to
close at Rs 158.40, reflecting
investor concern after the
court’s pointed remarks.

The Supreme Court ques-
tioned the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), the Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) and the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) for what it called a
“friendly” and casual ap-
proach in the ongoing probe.

\ I N

The bench noted that despite
the seriousness of the charges,
the agencies appeared unwill-
ing to move ahead with the
required urgency.

The court expressed worry
over SEBI’s handling of the
matter, accusing the market
regulator of showing “double
standards”.

It said SEBI must not delay
action in a case that may in-
volve major financial irregu-
larities and could potentially
harm investors. The court also

TRATI sets deadlines for
‘1600’ calling series adoption

NEW DELHI

The Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) has
issued strict deadlines for
banks, financial service firms,
insurance bodies, and govern-
ment organisations to fully
adopt the ‘1600’ calling se-
ries. This move aims to help
people clearly identify genu-
ine service and transaction
calls and avoid fraud carried
out through unknown num-
bers.

TRAI said the
new system will
reduce spam and
protect custom-
ers from fraud-
sters who pre-
tend to be from
banks or financial in-
stitutions. The Depart-
ment of Telecommu-
nications has already
assigned the ‘1600’ se-
ries for use by regulated or-
ganisations under the RBI,
SEBI, PFRDA, and various
government bodies. Accord-
ing to TRAL this will make it
easier for the public to trust
calls coming from these ap-
proved numbers.

As per the new schedule,
mutual funds and asset man-
agement companies must fin-

by

ish the shift by February 15,
2026. Qualified stockbrokers
have been given time until
March 15, 2026, while other
SEBI-registered intermediar-
ies can choose to migrate vol-
untarily for now.

Commercial banks — in-
cluding public, private, and
foreign banks — must adopt
the series by January 1, 2026.
Large NBFCs, payment
banks, and small finance
banks must complete the shift
February 1, 2026, and
remaining NBFCs,
co-operative banks,
regional rural
banks, and other
¥ small entities must

do so by March 1,
2026. Pension fund

managers and central

record-keeping agencies
need to adopt the series
by February 15, 2026.

TRALI said discussions
are still underway with the
insurance regulator IRDALI for
final deadlines in the insur-
ance sector.

So far, about 485 organisa-
tions have already adopted the
new series. TRAI said the
phased plan will improve cus-
tomer safety and reduce im-
personation-based frauds
linked to financial calls.

made it clear that SEBI has
full authority to conduct a de-
tailed investigation and
should exercise that authority
without hesitation.

The Supreme Court urged
the CBI to file an FIR quick-
ly, noting it would help the
ED deepen its money-laun-
dering probe.

The ED said it will meet the
CBI, SEBI and SFIO within
two weeks for better coordi-
nation, and highlighted delays
caused by ignored complaints
in Delhi and Mumbai.

The court set the next hear-
ing for December 17, expect-
ing clear updates from all
agencies. Meanwhile, Sam-
maan Capital’s share price is
now nearly 19 per cent below
its November 3 peak.

Cement sector
set for strong
profit surge
in FY26

NEW DELHI

India’s cement industry is ex-
pected to witness a sharp jump
in profits in the Financial Year
2026 (FY26), with overall
earnings likely to grow more
than 63 per cent, a new report
by Dolat Capital has said. This
rise will mainly come from a
low base and steady cost-cut-
ting measures taken by compa-
nies across the sector. The re-
port describes this as one of the
strongest earnings recoveries
for the industry in recent years,
even though cement prices re-
main under pressure. The re-
port notes that the sector saw
mixed performance in the sec-
ond quarter of FY26 because
of seasonal slowdown, which
kept volume growth weak.
However, the rebound in FY26
is expected to be supported by
strong growth in demand.
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Korean parties clash over credit
after Lone Star ruling annulled

SEOUL

South Korea’s political parties
sharply disagreed on Wednes-
day over who deserves credit
after a World Bank tribunal
canceled its earlier order that
required the country to pay
$216.5 million plus interest to
US-based Lone Star Funds.
The International Center for
Settlement of Investment Dis-
putes (ICSID) had imposed
the fine in 2022 following a
decade-long dispute over
Lone Star’s sale of Korea Ex-
change Bank (KEB). An IC-
SID annulment committee has
now overturned the ruling in
full.

The ruling Democratic Par-
ty (DP) celebrated the out-
come. DP leader Jung Chung-
rae said he was pleased the
nation would not have to pay
nearly 400 billion won. Su-
preme Council member Jeon
Hyun-heui praised govern-
ment officials for achieving
what she called a “miracu-

Ambani Orgochem posts strong
revenue and EBITDA growth

MUMBAI

Ambani Orgochem Limited
has reported strong financial
growth for the first half of
FY26, showing a 33.51 per
cent rise in revenue and a
76.77 per cent jump in EBIT-
DA compared with the same
period last year. The company
posted revenue of ¥109.15
crore for the half year ended
September 30, 2025. Manag-
ing Director Rakesh H Shah
said the improvement came
from stabilising operations at
the Dahej plant, increasing
the share of value-added Sa-
licylates and Peroxide deriva-

tives, and efficient sup-
ply-chain management.

Production at the Dahej unit
has been improving steadily
each month, helping raise ca-
pacity use and streamline op-
erations. The Tarapur units
also continued to perform
well, supporting overall
growth even as Dahej is still
functioning at partial capacity.
The company said it is ex-
ploring more opportunities to
supply value-added products
to ensure steady sales in the
coming months.

During the period, Ambani
Orgochem focused on im-
proving working-capital.

lous” result, while Rep. Park
Jie-won said the decision was
a major diplomatic success
for the Lee Jae Myung admin-
istration, noting that full an-
nulments of ICSID awards are
rare.

However, the main opposi-
tion People Power Party
(PPP) insisted the achieve-
ment belonged to the previous
Yoon Suk Yeol administra-
tion. Former PPP leader Han
Dong-hoon, justice minister at
the time of the appeal, de-
manded an apology from the
DP for earlier criticizing his
decision to continue the legal
fight in 2022.

DP lawmakers rejected his
claim, accusing him of trying
to take credit.

PPP’s Park Sung-hoon
said the DP once claimed the
appeal had “zero” chance
but is now taking credit, as
both Seoul and Lone Star
challenged the 2022 ruling
that ended in this week’s
annulment.
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review Rourkela
Steel plant expansion

BHUBANESWAR

Union Minister of Heavy In-
dustries and Steel H.D. Ku-
maraswamy met Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi at Lok Seva Bhawan on
Wednesday and held detailed
discussions on long-pending
issues related to the expansion
of the Rourkela Steel Plant in
Sundargarh district. The plant,
operated by Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL), is set
for a major upgrade under its
proposed 9.5 million tonnes
per annum (MTPA) expansion
plan. Speaking to reporters
after the meeting, Kumaras-
wamy described the discus-
sion as “lengthy and fruitful”.
He said several issues had
remained unresolved for
many years, especially those
connected to land acquisition.
The Chief Minister, he added,
assured quick action to clear
these hurdles. According to
the Union Minister, a commit-
tee formed after earlier talks
in Delhi has already begun
working on settling all out-
standing concerns.
Kumaraswamy praised the
Chief Minister’s proactive ap-
proach and said most issues
were now moving toward clo-

Union Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy and
Odisha CM Mohan
Charan Majhi held
detailed talks on clearing
long-pending issues
slowing Rourkela Steel
Plant’s major expansion
plan and other key
development projects.

sure. He stressed that Odisha
would play a key role in
achieving Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s target of in-
creasing national steel pro-
duction. The expansion of the
Rourkela Steel Plant, along
with rising contributions from
private steel makers, would
significantly strengthen In-
dia’s overall steel capacity, he
said. The Centre, he added,
remained committed to sup-
porting both public and pri-
vate sector units.

The Chief Minister’s Office
said discussions focused on
smooth land acquisition for
the plant’s expansion. Majhi
called the project vital for
growth and jobs.

A committee will address
pending issues, while talks
also covered land for Rourke-
la’s proposed airport.

NPCI aims to transform credit
usage through UPI expansion

NEW DELHI

The National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI) is preparing for an-
other major change in the
country’s payment system,
similar to how it earlier
transformed debit pay-
ments through the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI).
A new report by Bernstein
says NPCI is now set to re-
shape the use of credit
cards in India. The report
explains that India’s digital
payment network, support-
ed by UPI, RuPay and oth-
er government-backed sys-
tems, has created the right
setting for people to move
away from old card net-
works. UPI currently han-
dles more than 90 per cent
of retail digital payments
by volume. Its QR-based
payment system has re-
moved the need for costly
card-swiping machines,
leading to a sharp drop in
debit card usage. Most peo-
ple now prefer UPI because
it is fast, easy and free. The

next big change, according
to the report, is the linking
of RuPay credit cards to
UPL. This will let users pay
through QR codes while
still using their credit limit.

The report says RuPay’s
share in UPI-linked credit
card payments has quickly
risen from 10 per cent to 38
per cent. This shift is ex-
pected to bring more peo-
ple into the credit system.
It also highlights that major
fintech apps such as Pho-
nePe, Paytm and Google
Pay, which together handle
more than 90 per cent of
UPI transactions, are likely
to benefit the most.

With credit now entering
the UPI ecosystem, fintech
companies may gain new
income opportunities, ex-
pand their financial ser-
vices and reduce depen-
dence on older card net-
works. The report adds that
physical credit cards may
slowly lose relevance, just
like debit cards, as India’s
digital payment system
continues to grow.

INTERNATIONAL

RCPL launches ‘Waggies’ offering affordable pet nutrition

BENGALURU

Reliance Consumer Products
Limited (RCPL), the FMCG
arm of Reliance Industries
Limited, has entered the
growing pet-care market with
the launch of Waggies, a new
pet-food brand aimed at pro-
viding high-quality nutrition
at affordable prices for pet
parents across India.

RCPL said Waggies has
been developed to offer com-
plete and balanced nutrition,
backed by strong scientific
research. The company said
the goal is to make everyday
pet care easier and more ac-

pp

cessible by offering products
that combine reliable nutrition
with value-driven pricing.
According to RCPL, the
Waggies range is built on sci-

L
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ence-based formulations en-
riched with herbs, DHA for
brain development, essential
vitamins, and easily digestible
ingredients that support over-

all pet health. The brand’s
core belief is that every pet
deserves proper nutrition, not
just those from households
that can afford premium prod-
ucts.

Ketan Mody, Executive Di-
rector at RCPL, said Waggies
has been designed to deliver
“superior value” by combin-
ing enhanced nutrition with
affordability. He said the
products offer extra protein,
prebiotics for better digestion,
balanced energy through the
day, and support for joint,
skin, and coat health. Mody
added that the company wants
to ensure that pet parents

across India can access glob-
al-quality nutrition without
stretching their budgets.
Guided by its philosophy of
“From Few Households to
Many,” RCPL aims to close
the affordability gap with
packs starting at X199 per kg.
Waggies is priced at 3199
while the Waggies Pro range
begins at 3249. The brand has
also introduced 100-gram tri-
al packs priced at 320 to en-
courage new pet parents to try
the products before switching
fully. RCPL said the new
brand will support healthier
choices and make quality pet
nutrition widely accessible.
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Shadows over the Red Fort:

Unraveling India's Latest Terror Nightmare

.

he sun was dipping low

I over Old Delhi on No-
vember 10, 2025, cast-

ing a golden glow on the an-
cient walls of the Red Fort.
Tourists snapped photos, ven-
dors hawked spicy chaat, and
families hurried home
through the bustling streets
near the metro station. It was
just another evening in India's
vibrant capital, a city of 30
million souls where history
and hustle collide daily. Then,
at 6:52 p.m., a white Hyundai
120 slowed at a traffic light.
The driver, Dr. Umar Un Na-
bi—a soft-spoken assistant
professor of medicine from
Kashmir—detonated the
bomb hidden in his car. The
blast ripped through the
crowd, killing 15 people, in-
cluding innocent shoppers
and commuters, and injuring
28 more. Shattered glass and
twisted metal flew every-

where, turning a lively bazaar
into a scene of horror.

Eyewitnesses

described the chaos
screams echoing off the fort's
red sandstone, blood staining
the pavement, and the acrid
smell of ammonium nitrate
fuel oil—an explosive mix
smuggled into the car over
weeks. "It was like the ground
swallowed us whole," said
Priya Sharma, a 32-year-old
teacher who lost her leg in the
attack. Her words capture the
raw fear that gripped Delhi
that night. This wasn't just an
explosion; it was a suicide
bombing, the first car-borne
one in the capital since 2011,
and India's deadliest in years.
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) quickly took
over, confirming Un Nabi as
the bomber—a man with a
medical degree from Al Falah

University in Faridabad, rad-
icalized through online chan-
nels linked to Pakistan's
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM).
As investigators pieced to-
gether the plot, a chilling pic-
ture emerged. Un Nabi wasn't
a lone wolf; he was part of a
"white-collar" terror cell of
educated professionals—doc-
tors, engineers, and gradu-
ates—who used their skills to
build bombs and evade detec-
tion. Raids in Faridabad un-
covered 2,900 kg of explo-
sives, enough for 32 more car
bombs, hidden in a universi-
ty-linked house. A video sur-
faced days later, showing Un
Nabi calmly defending "mar-
tyrdom operations" as misun-
derstood acts of faith, not sui-
cide. "When a person knows
he will die for a cause, it's not
suicide—it's sacrifice," he
said, his eyes steady in the
grainy footage. This attack,

just months after the deadly
Pahalgam massacre in April
that killed 26 tourists and
sparked a brief India-Pakistan
war, has shaken India to its
core. It raises urgent ques-
tions: How did a healer be-
come a harbinger of death?
What drives educated youth

to terror? And in a nation of
1.4 billion, how do we stop
the next blast? This feature
explores the Delhi Red Fort
suicide bombing through
eight lenses, drawing on offi-
cial probes, expert insights,
and survivor stories to uncov-
er its layers.

TECHNICAL SOPHISTICATION: ROCKET & DRONE PLANS

he Red Fort bomb was child's play compared to what the cell planned next.

NIA interrogations of Jasir Bilal Wani, a Qazigund graduate arrested in Sri-
nagar, unveiled a nightmare: Hamas-style drone swarms and mini-rockets aimed
at Delhi's temples, bases, and hospitals. "They wanted October 7 in India," an
investigator told me, referencing the 2023 Gaza assault.

¢ Under the driver’s seat of a car
involved in the Red Fort attack,
investigators found a scorched

boot with TATP residue on it /'}
<

]
&

(

e Hybrid explosive:
TATP crystals mixed
with ANFO

e Hypothesized to act as backup or further
amplify the car explosion

g o g« Srinagar grad arrested
. =

for planning swarming
drone attacks on Delhi

4

¢ Commercial drones
modified to deliver
explosive payloads

¢ Planned targets:

ani, the cell's tech whiz, modi-

fied commercial drones—
bought off Amazon—to carry 5-kg
payloads of TATP and nails, guided
by JeM blueprints from Pakistan.
Rockets? Crude but deadly: PVC
pipes packed with fertilizer explo-
sives, launched from rooftops for
2-km strikes.

The plot, codenamed "D-6," target-
ed six sites, including Parliament.
"Drones are cheap—Rs 50,000
each—and hard to jam," says drone
expert P.V. Ramana from IDSA.
"One swarm could kill hundreds."

This sophistication stems from
global leaks. JeM, founded by
Masood Azhar, trains in Afghanistan
camps, blending Taliban grit with
Chinese drone tech. India's 2025 Pa-
halgam attack used smuggled AKs;
Red Fort added chemistry. Raids
seized timers, circuits, and 350 kg
ammonium nitrate—controlled sub-
stances procured via fake farm li-
censes. When drones failed (Wani's
prototypes crashed), they pivoted to
cars. The implications? Urban skies
as battlegrounds. Delhi's 500+
drones for delivery now face terror
twins. NSG trains against this, but
gaps remain—India's air defense ra-

THE “SHOE BOMBER”
HYPOTHESIS

Under the charred Hyundai's
driver's seat lay a scorched
boot, laced with TATP resi-
due—the same volatile powder
that nearly downed an Ameri-
can jet in 2001. NIA's "shoe
bomber" hypothesis suggests
Un Nabi hid a secondary de-
vice in his footwear, meant to
amplify the car blast or serve
as backup if it fizzled. It's a
nod to Richard Reid, the
al-Qaeda foot soldier who tried
igniting PETN-packed sneak-
ers on Flight 63, foiled only by

Drone-Rocket Plot (Red Fort Aftermath)

= NIA interrogations revealed a major terror plot in-
volving Hamas-style drone swarms and mini-rock-
ets aimed at Delhi landmarks.

quick passengers. Reid's plot,
trained in Kandahar, killed
none but birthed TSA shoe
scans worldwide. Here, foren-
sics show TATP crystals in Un
Nabi's boot, mixed with ANFO
for a hybrid blast—perhaps to
pierce the car's armor if need-
ed. "It was insurance," says a
Delhi Police bomb squad offi-
cer. "Detonate shoes, turn the
car into a fireball." This tactic's
allure? Concealment.

Reid smuggled 10 ounces un-
detected; Un Nabi, a doctor,
knew chemistry to stabilize it.
JeM's evolution from Pulwama

m Jasir Bilal Wani, a tech-savvy graduate from Qa-
zigund, modified Amazon-bought drones to carry
5-kg TATP-and-nail payloads using JeM designs

from Pakistan.

m The cell also prepared crude PVC-pipe rockets
packed with fertilizer explosives capable of striking
targets 2 km away from rooftops.

trucks to personal bombs
shows adaptation—post-9/11,
aviation tightened, so they hit
streets.

But risks abound: TATP's in-
stability caused Reid's lighter
to fail; Un Nabi's may have
triggered early, killing fewer
than planned.

The hypothesis terrifies: ev-
eryday items as weapons. In-
dia's markets teem with un-
checked shoes; one spark, and
history repeats. As one analyst
quips, "From soles to souls—
they're stepping into hell, one
boot at a time."

= The plot, codenamed “D-6,” included six high-pro-
file targets—among them Parliament, temples,
military bases, and hospitals.

m Experts warn that drones costing barely ¥50,000
are hard to jam and a single swarm could cause

mass casualties.

m JeM’s training mix—Taliban-style combat paired
with Chinese drone tech—has boosted their so-
phistication, as seen in earlier attacks like Pahal-

gam 2025.

m Raids recovered detonators, circuits, timers, and
350 kg of ammonium nitrate procured using fake

temples, bases, hospitals

e Apartment rooftop launch
of PVC pipe rockets

M

dars spot jets, not quadcopters. "Tech
levels the field," warns Brahma
Chellaney. "A laptop jihadist out-
smarts tanks." The Red Fort was a

warning shot; the real war is aerial.

farm licenses.

m After drone prototypes crashed during tests, the
cell shifted its plan toward car-based attacks like

the Red Fort blast.

EVOLUTION OF TERROR TACTICS

Terror in India has shape-shifted over decades, from crude bombs in the 1990s to today's high-tech horrors. Back in 1993, 13 coordinated blasts in Mumbai killed 257, using
simple car bombs packed with RDX smuggled from abroad. That was the era of Dawood Ibrahim's D-Company, blending mafia muscle with Islamist fury. By 2008, Lash-
kar-e-Taiba's gunmen stormed Mumbai's hotels in a 60-hour siege, killing 166 with AK-47s and grenades—a shift to commando-style raids.

FAST-FORWARD TO 2019
JeM's suicide bomber
rammed an explosives-laden
SUV into a CRPF convoy in
Pulwama, killing 40 jawans.
Vehicle-borne IEDs
(VBIEDs) became the new
normal, easy to hide and dev-
astating in crowds. But the
Red Fort blast marks a grim
evolution: a "white-collar"
twist, where professionals like
Un Nabi used ammonium ni-
trate—stolen from fertiliz-
ers—to build a bomb potent
enough to shred lives in sec-
onds. NIA forensics showed
traces of TATP, the "mother of
Satan" explosive, hinting at
lab-like sophistication.
Experts like Ajai Sahni
from the Institute for Conflict
Management say tactics are
"globalizing." Drones, once
toys, now drop grenades; cy-
ber tools radicalize from afar.
In Kashmir alone, attacks on
civilians dropped 30%
post-Article 370 abrogation in
2019, but IEDs and ambushes
rose. The Red Fort plot, with
its 3,000 kg explosives cache,
echoes ISIS playbooks: low-
cost, high-impact, aimed at
soft targets like markets. "Ter-
ror no longer needs armies,"
Sahni notes. "It needs chem-
ists and coders." This evolu-

tion preys on urban density—
Delhi's 1,000 people per
square km make every street
a potential kill zone. As India
urbanizes, so does the threat,
turning everyday commutes
into gambles with death.

White-Collar Terror Net-
works

Who would guess a doctor
could craft death from a lab
bench? The Red Fort bomber,
Umar Un Nabi, wasn't a drop-
out radical; he was a 35-year-
old assistant professor at Al
Falah University, fluent in
English, with a wife and two
kids back in Pulwama. Yet he
drove a bomb to Delhi, dying
in the flames he ignited. His
story unmasks India's

"white-collar"

terror networks:

Educated elites weaponizing
brains over bullets.

Jammu and Kashmir Police
first cracked this code in Oc-
tober 2025, busting a JeM-
linked module after threat
posters appeared in Srinagar.
Eight arrests revealed a web
of professionals—two doc-
tors, an imam, engineers—co-
ordinating via Telegram from
safe jobs in Faridabad and
Lucknow. Dr. Shaheen Saeed,
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Major Terror Attacks in India: Fatalities Over Time

1994 1996 1998

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008

Year

a Lucknow gynecologist, al-
legedly funneled funds
through "charity" NGOs; her
brother, Dr. Pervez Anzari,
lectured on anatomy by day,
radicalization by night. "They
blend in," says NIA director
Amit Shah. "Doctors heal, but
these poison."”

This isn't new, but it's scal-
ing. Post-2014, ISIS recruited
100+ Indians online, many
graduates from Kerala and
Bengal. Gulf remittanc-
es—$50 billion yearly—carry
Wahhabi texts alongside cash.
In the Red Fort cell, ten mem-
bers plotted 32 VBIEDs as
"revenge for Babri," sourcing
SIMs from Nepal and cars
from Kanpur. Their edge?
Credibility. Un Nabi's stetho-
scope bought trust; his laptop
hid blueprints.

Enforcement Directorate
raids hit 25 sites tied to Al
Falah, freezing accounts and
exposing a "terror ecosys-
tem." But why join? Recruit-
ers like Shafi Armar, a Karna-
taka engineer turned JeM
handler in Syria, prey on
alienation. "It's ideology plus
power," says counter-terror
expert Rituraj Mate. "Doctors
see patients die from poverty;
terror promises purpose." In
India, 42 banned groups
thrive on this, from JeM's 500
operatives to SIMI's shadowy
cells. The Red Fort blast, pre-
mature after raids spooked Un
Nabi, shows how these net-
works adapt—failing big
plots but still spilling blood.
As one survivor whispered,
"They wear white coats, but
carry black hearts."

1993 Mumbai Serial Blasts

m Fatalities: 257

= Type: Coordinated car bomb

explosions.

2008 Mumbai Attacks (26/11)
m Fatalities: 166

m Type: Multi-location commando-

style terror assault.

m Method: Crude bombs packed

with smuggled RDX.

= Method: AK-47s, grenades, urban

warfare tactics.

m Group/Network: D-Company

(Dawood Ibrahim).

m Group/Network: Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT).

= Notable Shift: Mafia + extremist

collaboration.

m Notable Shift: High-tech,

military-style coordinated siege.
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Saina, Gade to Lead Legends’ Vision Legacy Tour in Delhi

NEW DELHI

Indian badminton superstar
Saina Nehwal and Danish
great Peter Gade will headline
The Legends’ Vision Legacy
Tour India, a global initiative
aimed at promoting badmin-
ton through community en-
gagement, youth-oriented
activities and strategic local
partnerships. The Legacy
Tour, making its return to In-
dia after eight years, is sched-
uled for November 23 and 24
at the Siri Fort Sports Com-

plex in the national capital.
Saina, a London Olympics
bronze-medallist and one of
the newest members of the
Legends’ Vision platform
alongside Olympic champion
Carolina Marin, expressed her
delight at bringing the initia-
tive back to her home country.
“Badminton has given me ev-
erything in life, and it is al-
ways special to return to the
court in a way that inspires
young players,” she said.
The opening day of the
tour, November 23, will fea-

“I've always valued the history of tennis and the
example set by those who came before me,” To
be recognized in this way by the sport and by
my peers is deeply humbling,” Federer said.

ture interactive junior exhibi-
tions involving Saina, Gade
and Legends' Vision Ambas-
sadors, giving young shuttlers

Gade, the 1999 All England
champion and one of the
sport’s most respected figures,
highlighted the deeper pur-

gramme. “This initiative has
always been about giving back
to the global badminton com-
munity, and [’'m proud to see

pose behind the pro

>,

arare chance to learn from . v
global greats. The day S
will also see the official
launch of A Racquet’s

Badminton
icons Saina

ety e Nehwaland
initiative that seeks to 4?’ b\ Peter Gade will
extend the lifespan of ) spearhead the

badminton equipment £
while supportlng F

grassroots par- __#
ticipation. y

returning
Legacy
Tour

to Int’l Tennis

NEWPORT prise to fans and peers, giv-
en his unmatched longevity,
artistry and sportsmanship.

“I’ve always valued the
history of tennis and the ex-
ample set by those who
came before me,” Federer
said. “To be recognized in
this way by the sport and by
my peers is deeply hum-
bling.”

Known for his graceful
footwork, elegant
stroke-making and serene
on-court presence, Federer
completed a career Grand
Slam with titles across all
four majors — eight at
Wimbledon, six at the Aus-
tralian Open, five at the US
Open and one at Roland
Garros. His 103 singles ti-
tles and 1,251 match wins
rank second only to Jimmy

Roger Federer, one of the
most celebrated athletes in
sporting history, has been
elected to the International
Tennis Hall of Fame in his
first year of eligibility, the
Hall announced on Wednes-
day. The Swiss icon be-
comes the only player in-
ducted in the Class of 2026,
cementing his status among
tennis’ all-time greats.
Federer, the first man to
win 20 Grand Slam singles
titles, dominated world ten-
nis for nearly two decades,
forming a historic rivalry
with Rafael Nadal and No-
vak Djokovic during what
he once described as “a
golden time for tennis.” His
induction comes as little sur-

Roger Federer elected

Fame indebut year

The Swiss icon becomes the only player inducted in Class of
2026, cementing his status among tennis’ all-time greats

- the message continue to
grow,” he said. On November
24, the second day of the tour,
Legends’ Vision will expand
its outreach across Delhi-NCR.
Fans will have opportunities to
interact with Saina and Gade
through meet-and-greet ses-
sions, allowing enthusiasts to
connect with the stars and fur-
ther celebrate the sport’s grow-
ing legacy in India.

Hall of

Connors in the Open era.
Federer spent 310 weeks
as world No. 1, including a
record 237 consecutive
weeks, and also led Switzer-
land to the 2014 Davis Cup
crown. His final match came
at the Laver Cup in 2022,
where he bid farewell along-
side Nadal in an emotional
doubles contest. Also elected
this year was renowned

broadcaster Mary Carillo,
honoured in the contributor
category for pioneering
commentary work and
award-winning storytelling.
The Class of 2026 will be
formally inducted at a cer-
emony in Newport next
August, as the tennis world
prepares for future ballots
featuring Serena Williams
and Ash Barty.

Football: European 2026 World Cup quahfymg tables

PARIS

European qualifying for the
2026 FIFA World Cup moved
closer to conclusion, with
several continental heavy-
weights sealing their places
at the tournament in the
United States, Canada
and Mexico. The latest
round of matches con-
firmed group winners,
playoff contenders
and a few dramatic
late shifts across
the 12 qualifica-
tion groups.

Germany,
Spain, France

Despite Rohit’s de-
motion, India contin-
ue to dominate the
top bracket of ODI
batting with four In-
dians, Shubman Gill,
Virat Kohli, Shreyas
lyer and Rohit, re-
maining inside the
top 10, underlining
the team’s depth

in the format. Gill,
currently recovering
from a neck injury,

is at No. 4 and re-
mains India’s high-
est-ranked batter.

and Portugal all topped their
respective groups with com-
manding records, underlining
their status as World Cup reg-
ulars. Scotland, Switzer-

land and Croatia also
secured direct
qualification af-

ter consistent

campaigns. Among

the most dominant
performers were
England, who fin-

ished

-_
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TOP DOMINANT
GROUP WINNERS

England: 83W | 0D | OL |
GF22|GAO

Norway: 8W | 0D | OL |
GF37|GAS5

Group K with a perfect 8—0-0

KUALA LUMPUR

FIFA has announced a full-
scale investigation into the
internal functioning of the
Football Association of Ma-
laysia (FAM) after seven nat-

record without conceding a
single goal, and Norway,
flawless in Group I with eight
wins in eight.

Playoff spots were claimed
by familiar European names
including Italy, Ukraine,
Turkey, Poland, Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, Wales

Netherlands: 6\W | 2D | OL
| GF 27 | GA 4

alongside rising teams such as
Albania and Northern Ireland.
These sides will now battle
through a two-round playoff
route, joined by the four high-
est-ranked Nations League

uralised players were handed
12-month bans for allegedly
using forged documents to
qualify for national selection.
The disciplinary action stems
from Malaysia’s 4-0 win over
Vietnam in a 2027 Asian Cup
qualifier in June, where all
seven players featured.

and the Czech Republic,
g i

teams not already qualified.

DUBAI

. Indian captain Rohit Sharma’s
short-lived stint at the top of
the ICC ODI batters’ rank-
ings ended on Wednesday
as New Zealand’s Daryl
Mitchell rose to No. 1
following a superb cen-
tury against the West
Indies. Mitchell, who
smashed his seventh
ODI hundred in the
opening game of the
series, became only the
second New Zealander
after Glenn Turner in
1979 to hold the pre-
mier spot in ODI bat-
ting.
Mitchell now sits on
782 rating points — just
one ahead of Rohit —
whose reign at the sum-
mit lasted around three
weeks. The in-form Kiwi
joins a distinguished list
of New Zealanders such
as Martin Crowe, Kane
Williamson and Ross Tay-
5 lor who have broken into
~ the top five over the years,
though none besides Turner
and Mitchell have ever
claimed the top rank.
Afghanistan’s Ibrahim Zadran
slipped to third, while India con-

a
]

Rohit Sharma

Slips to Second as Daryl Mitchell
Claims No. 1 ODI Ranking

According to FIFA, the in-

‘I've Never Faced
Disrespect in India’,
says Kevin Pietersen

NEW DELHI

Former England batting star
Kevin Pietersen has offered a
candid explanation for why he
is often perceived as “pro” In-
dia, revealing that two decades
of uninterrupted warmth, re-
spect and positivity from the
country and its people have
shaped his affection. The
45-year-old, who earned a
massive fan following in India
through his IPL stints and
memorable international
knocks on Indian soil, re-
sponded to critics and curious
fans through a long post on X.

Pietersen, who continues to
visit India frequently as an
IPL mentor and commentator,
said that not once in over 20
years has he encountered dis-
respect or negativity during
his stays. “People often ask
why I seem so ‘pro’ India.

N Bones
Lavgin .\

quiry will examine how doc-
tored paperwork was submit-
ted to prove Malaysian lin-
eage, identify those responsi-
ble for the falsification, and
assess whether FAM’s gover-
nance and compliance mech-
anisms were adequate. “This
investigation shall aim to

Kevin Pietersen shares
heartfelt reasons behind
his long-standing
admiration for India

Answer is simple: in over 20
years and dozens of trips, |
have NEVER once faced dis-
respect, negativity, backstab-
bing or bad energy there. Not
once! Only love, kindness,
loyalty, warmth and respect
— every single time,” he
wrote.

He added that India had
given him lifelong friendships
he deeply cherishes. Empha-
sising that respect must be
earned, Pietersen said he be-
lieves he gained that admira-
tion by giving his best on the
field, whether playing against
India or representing IPL
teams. “Friends who became
family. Brothers for life... I
like to think I earned mine by
producing the goods on the
cricket field year after year,”
he noted.

In the final part of his post,
Pietersen said the unreserved
warmth he received from In-
dians has left a lasting emo-
tional imprint. “When a
country and its people give
you nothing but pure positive
energy your entire adult life,
that love gets returned ten-
fold. India gave me its heart
first. So India will al-
ways have mine,” he
said.

Pietersen, now a
mentor with Delhi
Capitals, remains
one of England’s
most prolific bat-
ters with over
8,000 Test runs
and nearly
4,500 ODI runs.

FIFA to Probe Malaysmn FA after
Players Banned for Forged Documents

identify the individuals re-
sponsible... and determine
whether additional disci-
plinary measures are warrant-
ed,” the world body said.

Malaysia’s football associ-
ation has vowed to appeal the
ruling at the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport, insisting that
the integrity of the eligibility
process must be preserved.
Acting President Mohd Yu-
soff Mahadi said the appeal
was necessary “to ensure that
justice is upheld,” adding that
the association would cooper-
ate fully with authorities.

tinue to enjoy strong representa-
tion in the top bracket with Shub-
man Gill (4th), Virat Kohli (5th)
and Shreyas lyer (8th) all featuring
inside the top 10.

Pakistan players also made sig-
nificant gains after their 3-0 ODI
series sweep over Sri Lanka. Mo-
hammad Rizwan climbed five
spots to joint 22nd, while Fakhar
Zaman rose to 26th. In the bowl-
ing charts, Abrar Ahmed jumped
11 places to ninth and Haris Rauf
moved up to 23rd, though Af-
ghanistan’s Rashid Khan contin-
ues to lead the ODI bowling rank-
ings.

Across formats, the latest Test
rankings saw South Africa cap-
tain Temba Bavuma break into
the top five for the first time fol-
lowing his resilient 55* against
India in Kolkata. Shubman Gill
rose to 11th despite sustaining an
injury, while Bangladesh skipper
Najmul Hossain Shanto climbed
to equal 34th after a century in
Sylhet.

India’s Jasprit Bumrah retained
his No. | position among Test
bowlers, with teammates Kuldeep
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja also
improving their standings. South
Africa’s Marco Jansen and Simon
Harmer made notable progress,
with Jansen additionally moving
to fifth among Test all-rounders.

World Boxing Cup Finals:
Returning Arundhati delivers
statement performance

GREATER NOIDA

Arundhati Choudhary waited
more than a year for a mo-
ment like this. After the heart-
break of missing the 2024
Olympics and enduring a long
recovery from wrist surgery,
the 23-year-old Rajasthan
boxer announced her return to
international competition in
the most emphatic fashion,
producing a commanding
Referee Stops Contest (RSC)
win at the World Boxing Cup
Finals in Greater Noida.

Facing Germany’s in-form
Leonie Mueller—who had
medalled at all three stages of
the World Boxing Cup this
year—Arundhati was a class
apart. The former youth world
champion dictated the pace
from the opening bell, floor-
ing Mueller in the second
round before knocking her
down again in the third to se-
cure a decisive victory and
book her place in the final.

“I am delighted to be back
with an RSC win,” Arundhati
said after the bout. “I was ner-
vous because my last interna-
tional experience was a loss
in the Paris qualifiers before
my wrist surgery. But I re-
minded myself that this is
what I’ve been waiting for—
and now I’'m back.”

Her dominant outing fol-
lows a gold-winning perfor-
mance at the BFI Cup 2025 in

Chennai last month, which
earned her selection for In-
dia’s World Cup Finals squad.
Training at ASI Pune after her
surgery, she had spoken earli-
er of wanting to sharpen her
footwork and uppercuts—im-
provements that were on full
display in Greater Noida.

Tuesday also brought
strong results for India’s con-
tingent. Parveen Hooda, re-
turning from suspension,
edged Poland’s World Cup
silver medallist Aneta Rygiel-
ska 3-2. Reigning world
champion Meenakshi Hooda
(48kg) cruised to a 5-0 win
over Australia’s Marlon Seve-
hon, while Nupur Sheoran
(+80kg) outclassed Ukraine’s
Mariia Lovchynska.

In the men’s draw, Abhi-
nash Jamwal (65kg) recorded
a clinical 5-0 victory over
Ukraine’s Elvin Aliyev,
rounding off a highly success-
ful day for India.
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You cannot win every
day, I'm always cheering
for India: Manu Bhaker

NEW DELHI

Double Olympic medallist
Manu Bhaker has taken her
below-par showing at the
ISSF World Champion-
ships in stride, insisting
that an athlete cannot win
every single day while ex-
pressing pride in Y
India’s overall
performance.
Bhaker, who sur-
prisingly missed
out on a podium
finish despite 13
Indian medals at
the event, said
she remains In-
dia’s “biggest
cheerleader” irre-
spective of who
stands on the po-
dium.

“I was aiming for medals
at the World Champion-
ships. My performance was
good, I scored decently but
couldn’t make it to the po-
dium. My teammate Esha
Singh did... in sports you
cannot win every day,
sometimes you lose as
well,” Bhaker said
at the launch of
ASMITA
(Achieving
Sports Mile-
stone by In-
spiring
Women).

“For me,
India
should

Olympic star
Manu Bhaker
embraces
setbacks, stressing
team success over
personal glory

medal and it shouldn’t be
about me or someone else.
As long as India is win-
ning, in any sport, I am
cheering,” she added.
Following her Olympic
highs in Paris, Bhaker has
had a quieter year, with the

bronze in the women’s 10m

air pistol at the
Asian Champion-
ship being her no-
table achieve-
ment.

She praised In-
dia’s special-
ly-abled shooters
after Dhanush Sri-
kanth clinched
gold with a world
record and Mo-
hammad Vania
bagged silver at
the Tokyo Deafly-
mpics. “Their fighting spir-
it is incredible. We learn so
much from them,” she said.

Reflecting on ASMITA,
Bhaker said the initiative
can reshape rural mindsets
about girls in sports.
“Coming from a rural back-
ground, I faced issues
about mentality. Ini-
tiatives like this

will bring
change. Women
have done tre-
mendously

well in recent
Olympics. It is
high time we
support
them.”

Bhaker

remains the
first Indian
athlete to
win two
medals
in a
single

Ashwin

Mocks BCCI
After Rare
“Dismissal
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Former India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin took
a sharp yet humorous dig at
the BCCI after Manipur bat-
ter Lamabam Ajay Singh
was controversially given
out for “hitting the ball
twice” during a Ranji Tro-
phy Plate Group match
against Meghalaya on
Wednesday. The rare dis-
missal left the cricketing
fraternity puzzled, especial-
ly as the scorecard curiously
recorded the mode of dis-
missal as “hit wicket.”
Ajay Singh, attempting to
prevent the ball from rolling
back onto his stumps after
defending it, used his bat to
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Bhardwaj to declare him out.
A venue official told that the
batter walked off immediate-
ly once Meghalaya appealed.

Ashwin, reacting on X,
mocked the decision with a
gully-cricket anecdote. “To-
day I got out in gully cricket
for the rarest crime ever —
hitting the ball twice... the
entire lane shouting
‘OUTTT!” louder than a
World Cup final,” he wrote.
He followed it up with a
pointed comment: “It’s out
only in gully cricket and not
according to the actual laws
of the game.”

The MCC Laws do ad-
dress such a mode of dis-
missal. Clause 34.1.1 states
that a striker is out “hit the

is in play, except when the
second strike is made solely
to protect the wicket. The
interpretation of “wilful”
and the exception for saving
the stumps appears central
to the debate around
Wednesday’s decision.

Such dismissals are ex-
ceedingly rare in domestic
cricket. The last known in-
stance in the Ranji Trophy
dates back to the 2005-06
season, when Jammu &
Kashmir captain Dhruv
Mahajan was ruled out
similarly.

Ashwin’s remarks have
reignited discussions over
umpiring standards and the
application of cricket’s more
obscure laws, adding yet an-

India’s rapidly growing pickleball ecosystem

received a major boost with new league franchises

Indian Pickleball League

Unveils Five Franchises

NEW DELHI

The Indian Pickleball
League (IPBL) has official-
ly announced its first five
franchises for the inaugural
season, marking a signifi-
cant leap in the sport’s ex-
pansion across major urban
centres. Sanctioned by the
Indian Pickleball Associa-
tion under the Ministry of
Youth Affairs & Sports, the
league aims to position
pickleball as India’s next
breakout sport through a
city-based, fan-friendly for-
mat. The unveiling took
place at a high-profile
launch event in Chennai,
graced by Tamil Nadu Dep-
uty Chief Minister Thiru
Udhayanidhi Stalin. Actors
Sreeleela and Kayadu Lohar
added star presence, while
India’s top pickleball tal-
ents, including Mihika Ya-
dav and Aman Patel, rein-
forced the sport’s growing

for Debut Season

The first set of teams fea-
tures representation from
key metros: Gurgaon Capi-
tal Warriors (M3M Guru-
gram), Mumbai Smashers
(Nazara Mumbai/Absolute
Sports), Bengaluru Blasters,
Chennai Super Warriors
(Accord Group), and Hy-
derabad Royals (Operam
Ventures). A sixth franchise
is expected shortly.

The debut season will be
held at New Delhi’s KD
Jadhav Indoor Hall at the
Indira Gandhi Stadium from
December 1-7, 2025, bring-
ing together elite Indian and
international players. The
broadcast-oriented format is
designed to draw new audi-
ences through fast-paced,
high-energy action.

Gurugram’s maiden entry
into a national sports league
was hailed by M3M India
Director Pankaj Bansal,
who described it as a land-
mark moment for the city’s

block it a second time —  ball twice” if they wilfully  other quirky chapter to the competitive depth. sporting culture.
prompting umpire Dharmesh  strike the ball again while it~ Ranji Trophy’s long history.
Gill to Travel for Guwahati Test; Participation uacao Become
maliest INation

Decision Pending Medical Clearance

GUWAHATI

India captain Shubman Gill,
who sat out most of the first
Test in Kolkata due to a neck
injury, will travel with the
squad to Guwabhati for the sec-
ond Test beginning November
22, the BCCI confirmed on
Wednesday. Gill suffered the
injury while attempting a slog-
sweep against Simon Harmer
and retired hurt after facing just
four balls. He was later taken to
hospital for evaluation and

ruled out of the remainder of
the match.

The 26-year-old was dis-
charged on Sunday evening af-
ter being kept under observa-
tion. Speculation over his avail-

ability intensified earlier this
week, but the BCCI clarified
that the captain is responding
well to treatment and will ac-

Head coach Gautam Gam-
bhir also noted that Gill re-
mains under assessment, with
further evaluation scheduled in

company the

Guwahati. In-

team as
planned. “He
will continue
to be moni-
tored by the

Injured India captain
Shubman Gill will join
squad as assessment

dia, trailing 01
in the two-
match series,
will be keen to
have their skip-

BCCI medi- continues

cal team and a decision on his
participation in the 2nd Test will
be taken accordingly,” the board
said in a post on X.

per available for
the crucial encounter, especial-
ly with the playing conditions
prompting the unusual decision
to schedule tea before lunch.

Five Indians Advance to Second
Round at Australian Open Super 500

LAKSHYA SEN AND HS PRANNOY LEAD
INDIA’S STRONG START IN SYDNEY CAMPAIGN

SYDNEY

Five Indian shuttlers, including
top guns Lakshya Sen and HS
Prannoy, marched into the sec-
ond round of the USD 475,000
Australian Open Super 500
with confident wins on
Wednesday, underlining India’s
depth in men’s singles.

Lakshya, the 2021 World
Championships bronze-medal-
list, produced a clinical 21-17,
21-13 victory over Chinese
Taipei’s Su Li Yang. The Com-
monwealth Games champion
broke away early in both
games, mixing sharp attack
with steady defence, and
sealed the match with a crisp
cross-court winner. He will
next face either Chi Yu Jen or
Wang Tzu Wei.

Prannoy, runner-up here in
2023, displayed grit after a
shaky start, overcoming world
No.85 Yohanes Saut Marcelly-
no 6-21, 21-12, 21-17 in 57
minutes. The 33-year-old will
next meet Indonesia’s eighth
seed Alwi Farhan.

World No.32 Ayush Shetty
extended his recent rise with a
commanding 21-11, 21-15 vic-
tory over Canada’s Sam Yuan.
The 20-year-old US Open Su-
per 300 champion will face
fourth seed Kodai Naraoka of
Japan. Tharun Mannepalli
fought through a tight 66-min-
ute duel to beat Denmark’s
Magnus Johannesen 21-13, 17-

21, 21-19. The 2023 National
Games gold-medallist now fac-
es fifth seed Lin Chun-Yi. Vet-
eran Kidambi Srikanth, a for-
mer World Championships sil-
ver-medallist, displayed trade-
mark resilience to edge past
world No.20 Lee Chia Hao
21-19, 19-21, 21-15 in 64 min-
utes. Srikanth meets either Sho-
go Ogawa or Edward Lau next.
Kiran George pushed sixth
seed Kenta Nishimoto to three
games before falling 21-11, 22-
24, 17-21. In mixed doubles,
Mohit Jaglan and Lakshita
Jaglan exited early after a 12-
21, 16-21 loss to Canada’s Nyl
Yakura and Crystal Lai.

MATCH RESULTS

INDIAN PLAYERS
m Lakshya Sen def. Su
Li Yang - 21-17, 21-13

= HS Prannoy def.
Yohanes Marcellyno -
6-21, 21-12, 21-17

= Ayush Shetty def. Sam
Yuan - 21-11, 21-15

= Tharun Mannepalli def.
Magnus Johannesen -
21-13, 17-21, 21-19

m Kidambi Srikanth def.
Lee Chia Hao - 21-19,
19-21, 21-15

India lose to Bangladesh after 22 years

KOLKATA

India slumped to a 0—1 defeat
against Bangladesh in Dhaka,
their first loss to their neigh-
bours in 22 years, continuing
a dismal run in the 2027
Asian Cup qualifiers. The re-
sult leaves India as the only
winless side in Group C after
five matches and hands head
coach Khalid Jamil his second
straight defeat following last
month’s 1-2 loss to Singa-
pore.

In front of over 23,000 fans
at the National Stadium,
Shekh Morsalin’s 11th-minute
strike settled the contest, fin-
ishing a swift Bangladesh
counterattack that carved
open India’s defence. The
goal also marked Bangla-
desh’s first win over India
since the 2003 SAFF Cham-
pionship — also in Dhaka.

With both teams already out

of contention for the finals,
the match was largely about
bragging rights. India, howev-
er, were left frustrated by
Bangladesh’s resolute defend-
ing and frequent game-man-
agement tactics, with goal-
keeper Mitul Marma repeat-
edly going to ground to dis-
rupt rhythm.

Jamil’s side showed more
urgency after the break, espe-
cially following the introduc-
tion of Mahesh Naorem as a
No.10. Debutant Mohammed
Sanan, brought on in the sec-
ond half, provided India’s
best moments going forward.
Five minutes after coming on,
Sanan picked out Brison Fer-
nandes with a precise cross,
only for the midfielder to
head wide from close range.

India had earlier come close
through Rahul Bheke, who
nodded wide from a Suresh
Wangjam free-kick, and Ra-

him Ali, who narrowly missed
a tap-in. Sanan later tested
Marma with a low effort from
distance and also cleverly
stopped a Bangladesh count-
er, taking a tactical booking.

Refereeing decisions added
to India’s frustrations, partic-
ularly when Vikram Partap
Singh was pulled back with-
out a foul being awarded. In-
dia’s best opportunity, howev-
er, came in the 30th minute
when Marma’s misjudgement
left the goal exposed, but Lal-
lianzuala Chhangte’s lob was
headed away by Hamza
Choudhury.

Bangladesh’s winner stemmed
from an India corner:
Rakib Hossain beat Akash
Mishra and delivered an out-
side-of-the-boot pass to an
unmarked Morsalin, who nut-
megged Gurpreet Singh Sand-

hu to seal a historic victory.

Ever to Qualify for
FIFA World Cup

KINGSTON

Curacao created one of foot-
ball’s greatest modern under-
dog stories by becoming the
smallest nation by population
ever to qualify for the FIFA
World Cup. The Caribbean
island, home to just 158,000
people, clinched their spot at
the 2026 tournament with a
tense 0—0 draw against Ja-
maica, surpassing Iceland’s
2018 record for the least
populous nation to reach the
global finals.

The magnitude of the
achievement is striking:
Curagao’s population is rough-
ly one-tenth that of Noida,
which is set to touch one mil-
lion residents, and minuscule
compared to Delhi’s 3.5 crore.
Yet the Blue Wave delivered
an unbeaten qualification cam-
paign, topping Group B with
12 points under veteran Dutch
coach Dick Advocaat, who
missed the decisive match due
to a family emergency. Their
emphatic 7-0 win over Ber-
muda proved pivotal, giving
them the edge over Jamaica by
a single point.

The final night in Kingston
produced gripping drama. Ja-
maica, coached by former En-
gland manager Steve McClar-
en, struck the woodwork three
times and nearly scored in the
87th minute when Bailey-Tye
Cadamarteri’s header thud-
ded off the post. In stoppage
time, the hosts were awarded
a penalty after Dujuan Rich-
ards went down, only for
VAR to overturn the deci-
sion—triggering emotional
celebrations on the Curagao
bench as players held on for
the draw that changed their
footballing destiny.
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