
Bangladesh sees fresh 
violence after activist’s death
Sharif Osman Hadi’s death sparks violent protests across Bangladesh, targeting 

media, political residences, and prompting heightened security nationwide
DHAKA

 
Fresh violence broke out across 
Bangladesh early Friday after 
Sharif Osman Hadi, a prominent 
activist from last year’s pro-de-
mocracy uprising, died in a Sin-
gapore hospital following an 
assassination attempt. News of 
the 32-year-old’s death triggered 
widespread protests in Dhaka, 
with thousands demanding the 
arrest of those responsible.

Angry demonstrators torched 
several buildings, including of-
fices housing the country’s lead-
ing newspapers, the English-lan-
guage Daily Star and the Benga-
li daily Prothom Alo. Journalists 
and staff were briefly trapped 
inside as fires spread, though 
firefighters later brought the 
blazes under control and evacu-
ated those inside. Reporters de-
scribed scenes of panic, smoke-
filled corridors, and protesters 
chanting slogans outside the 
buildings.

Protests also targeted the res-
idence of India’s assistant high 
commissioner in Chattogram, 
where stones were hurled but no 
damage was reported. Police 
dispersed the crowd using tear 
gas and detained several protest-
ers. Elsewhere, the home of a 
former Awami League minister 
was vandalised and set on fire, 

and party offices were attacked 
in other cities. Authorities re-
ported arson incidents, road 
blockades, and clashes in multi-
ple locations, underscoring ris-
ing tensions following the activ-
ist’s death. The body of Sharif 
Osman Hadi, who died in Sin-
gapore while undergoing treat-
ment, arrived in Dhaka on De-
cember 19, 2025. The Bangla-
desh Airlines flight (BG-585) 
carrying Hadi’s body from Sin-
gapore landed at Shahjalal Inter-
national Airport.

Yunus announces mourning 
after activist Hadi’s death
Bangladesh’s interim chief Mu-
hammad Yunus announced a 
half-day of mourning after ac-
tivist Sharif Osman Hadi died in 
Singapore despite medical ef-
forts. Calling his death an irrep-
arable national loss, Yunus said 
democracy would not be de-
railed by violence. The govern-
ment ordered special mosque 
prayers, while authorities pre-
pared to repatriate Hadi’s body 
to Dhaka.

Authorities respond to rising tensions
n �Ready to deal with any 

situation: Tripura CM 
n �Fundamentalists behind 

Bangladesh situation: 
Bengal BJP chief 

n �Security tightened at 
Bangladesh High Com-
mission in New Delhi 

n �UN rights chief urges 
probe into Hadi’s killing 

Who was Sharif 
Osman Hadi?

Sharif Osman Hadi, 
a prominent leader 

of Bangladesh’s July 
2024 uprising, hailed 
from Nalchity in Jhal-
akathi district. Born to 
a madrasa teacher, he 
studied at Nesarabad 
Kamil Madrasa before 
earning a political sci-

ence degree from Dhaka 
University. He later 

worked as a lecturer at 
the private University of 
Scholars. Hadi founded 
the socio-cultural plat-
form Inquilab Mancha, 
which gained influence 
after the uprising and 

called for the disband-
ment of Sheikh Hasi-
na’s Awami League. A 

vocal critic of the Hasina 
government, India, the 
Bangladesh Army, and 
the Yunus-led interim 

administration, he often 
accused authorities of 

failing to bring meaning-
ful change. 

I never said I would serve only 2.5 yrs: CM 
BENGALURU 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Friday firm-
ly dismissed rumours about 
any power-sharing arrange-
ment within the ruling Con-
gress government, assert-
ing that he was elected to 
serve a full five-year term. 
Speaking during a debate 
in the Legislative As-
sembly on issues 
concerning North 
Karnataka, Sid-
daramaiah clari-

fied that he had never indi-
cated he would serve only 
two-and-a-half years. “I have 
completed a five-year term 
once. I am the Chief Minister 
now. I believe the high com-

mand is in my favour. I 
will continue till the 
high command or-
ders,” he said in re-
sponse to questions 
from Opposition BJP 

members regard-
ing the govern-
ment’s com-
mitments to 

North Karnataka.
When asked whether the 

Congress Legislature Party 
had chosen him as leader for 
five years or just half the 
term, Siddaramaiah reiterated, 
“There was no decision on 
two-and-a-half years. I have 
been chosen for five years. I 
will continue till the high 
command orders.” He empha-
sised that the mandate given 
by the people, coupled with 
the support of MLAs and the 
high command, validated his 
position as Chief Minister.

Parliament adjourns sine die 
as winter session concludes

NEW DELHI 
 

The Winter Session of Parlia-
ment was adjourned sine die 
on Friday, concluding amid 
intense Opposition protests 
over the passage of the Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission (Gram-
in) (VB-G RAM G) Bill. Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla and 
Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P. 
Radhakrishnan formally ad-
journed their respective Hous-
es, describing the session as 
productive despite disruptions.

The Lok Sabha proceedings 
ended after the national an-
them, with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, returning 
from a three-nation visit, 
present in the House. In the 
Rajya Sabha, Vice-President 

Radhakrishnan adjourned the 
Upper House after laying 
statements and reports on the 

table, while expressing disap-
proval over members’ unruly 
conduct during a ministerial 
reply, including protesting 
and tearing papers. He hoped 
for more constructive discus-
sions in future sessions.

The Opposition continued 
protesting the VB-G RAM G 
Bill, staging demonstrations 
outside Parliament and at en-
try points, with Trinamool 
Congress members actively 
participating.

Winter Session 
adjourned amid VB-G 

RAM G protests; Speaker 
reviews BJP privilege 

notice against Opposition 
MPs over alleged 

disruptions during 
parliamentary 
proceedings
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Bengaluru launches Pulse Polio awareness campaign
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Central City 
Corporation launched a four-
day Pulse Polio Lasika Abhi-
yan from December 21 to 24 
to raise awareness about pro-
tecting children from polio. 
The campaign began with a 
Jatha on Friday at 8 a.m., 
starting from Gandhi Park on 
MG Road and ending at 
Mayohall Building.

Daljit Kumar, Development 
Commissioner of the Bengal-
uru Central City Corporation, 
urged parents and guardians 

to administer the life-saving 
two-drop polio vaccine to all 
children under five years, in-

cluding newborns. “It is im-
portant to act now to protect 
our children’s health,” Kumar 

said while addressing the par-
ticipants. The event saw par-
ticipation from Joint Commis-
sioner Ranganath, Hemant 
Sharan, Health Officer Shiva-
kumar, Dr. Sunita, Dr. Dha-
nyakumar, as well as school 
and college students from 
Kendra Nagar, health depart-
ment staff, representatives of 
voluntary organizations, and 
nursing college students.

The campaign aims to edu-
cate the public about the im-
portance of the pulse polio 
vaccine, encourage communi-
ty participation, and ensure 

every child receives protec-
tion against polio. Health of-
ficials emphasized that com-
munity cooperation is critical 
in maintaining India’s po-
lio-free status.

The four-day drive will in-
clude awareness rallies, vac-
cination camps, and engage-
ment with local communities 
across Bengaluru Central, 
ensuring every eligible child 
receives the vital two-drop 
vaccine. The Corporation 
called upon citizens to active-
ly participate and support this 
public health initiative.

TWO-DROP SHIELD
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City residents brace 
 for scheduled 
 power outage

Russell Market  
set for K140  

crore upgrade

Donors unite to  
launch 55-bed  

care facility

Bengaluru
Bescom has announced a 

scheduled power cut in 
several Bengaluru areas 
on Saturday, December 

20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The outage is due to 

maintenance and emer-
gency management work. 
Major localities affected 

include Nimhans, Jayade-
va, RR Nagar, Ba-

nashankari, and sur-
rounding neighborhoods, 

along with Jayanagar, 
BTM, Bannerghatta Road, 
and Wilson Garden. Resi-

dents in areas such as 
Thiagaraja Nagar, Basa-

vanagudi, and Chun-
chughatta should also 
prepare for temporary 

outages. Authorities ad-
vised citizens to charge 
essential devices in ad-

vance and cooperate  
during the blackout.

Bengaluru
Bengaluru’s historic Rus-
sell Market in Shivajina-

gar is set for a Rs 140 
crore redevelopment 

ahead of its 100th anni-
versary in 2027. The 

Greater Bangalore Au-
thority (GBA) plans to 
modernize the market 
while preserving its In-
do-Saracenic heritage. 
Improvements include 
proper drainage, waste 

management, fire safety, 
upgraded toilets, pedes-

trian-friendly flooring, 
and a refurbished clock 

tower. Temporary ar-
rangements will allow 

traders to continue busi-
ness during construction. 
GBA Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwara Rao has in-
structed officials to invite 

tenders and improve  
surrounding areas.

Bengaluru
Bengaluru’s Nelamanga-
la outskirts will soon host 
the Nemmadi Palliative 

Care Center, a 55-bed fa-
cility providing free care 
with support from do-

nors. Despite 6–8 million 
Indians needing pallia-

tive care yearly, only 2% 
receive it due to aware-
ness and facility gaps. 
The center, backed by 

Sukriti Charitable Trust, 
Rotary Bangalore Mid-

town, and generous do-
nors including former 

MLA Krishnappa, Pres-
tige Foundation, and Bri-

gade Foundation, will 
operate without billing 
counters. Inauguration 
on December 21 will be 
attended by dignitaries 

including Health Minister 
Dinesh Gundurao and Dr. 

C. N. Manjunath. The 
center aims to offer  
humane, accessible  

care to those in need.

Local teams 
proposed to solve 

neighborhood issues
The Commissioner urged local collaboration, suggesting 
ward representatives coordinate with officers for faster 

problem-solving and improved communication
BENGALURU

The Bangalore South City 
Corporation has proposed 
forming local level teams to 
address civic issues more ef-
fectively, following a meeting 
held in the Jayanagar zone on 
Friday. The meeting was 
chaired by Commissioner K. 
N. Ramesh and attended by 
office bearers of apartment 
associations and local resi-
dents’ associations.

During the discussion, resi-
dents highlighted several long 
pending problems affecting 
daily life. These included 
footpath encroachments, poor 
street lighting, irregular solid 
waste collection, bad road 
conditions, illegal building 
construction, commercial ac-
tivities in residential areas, 
maintenance of public toilets, 
e-khata issues and other civic 
concerns.

After listening to the griev-
ances, the Commissioner said 
many issues can be solved at 
the local level if citizens and 
officials work together. He 
suggested identifying ward 
level representatives who un-
derstand ground realities and 
can coordinate directly with 
corporation officers. Such co-
ordination, he said, would 

help in faster problem solving 
and better communication.

On solid waste manage-
ment, the Commissioner not-
ed that several non govern-
ment organisations have al-
ready studied the issue and 
provided useful suggestions. 
He said effective implementa-
tion requires cooperation be-
tween citizens and the corpo-
ration. He also encouraged 
the expansion of garbage ki-
osks through private partner-
ships to manage waste dispos-
al black spots across the city.

Speaking about urban plan-
ning, Mr. Ramesh said private 
organisations and educational 
institutions can play a role by 
studying the city’s current 
conditions and offering prac-
tical solutions. He added that 

college students can also con-
tribute by giving ideas on city 
design and planning.

The Commissioner in-
formed residents that daily 
updates about civic works are 
being shared on the corpora-
tion’s social media platforms 
and urged citizens to follow 
them for information.

He also announced that he 
would conduct a spot inspec-
tion of local issues next week 
and assured residents that 
concerned officials have been 
directed to take necessary  
action.

Representatives from sever-
al apartment and residents’ 
associations, including Shri-
ram Symphony, Kanakapura 
Road, Anjanapura and Balaji 
Layout, attended the meeting.

Police propose strict safety 
guidelines for IPL

BENGALURU

Bengaluru Police are prepar-
ing to issue detailed safety 
guidelines to the Karnataka 
State Cricket Association 
(KSCA) ahead of the hosting 
of Indian Premier League 
matches at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium. The move 
comes as the KSCA has be-
gun preparations to stage IPL 
games in the city.

Police sources said the 
KSCA governing body will be 
instructed to strictly follow 
key recommendations made 
by an expert committee head-
ed by retired Justice John Mi-
chael D’Cunha. These recom-
mendations were framed after 
a stampede incident near the 
stadium in the past. Officials 
said the stadium will be in-
spected soon, and guidelines 
will apply not only to the IPL 
but also to all major matches 
held in the future.

The police plan to insist on 
proper parking and pick-up and 
drop-off arrangements around 
the stadium, which has a seat-
ing capacity of around 32,000 
spectators. Since stadium entry 
points are close to footpaths, 
separate queuing areas inside 
the stadium premises will be 

made mandatory. Entry and 
exit routes must be clearly sep-
arated, with narrow gates of at 
least six feet width and proper 
stairways. Special arrange-
ments will be required for 
women and children during 
international matches. Emer-
gency medical care will be 
strengthened with ambulanc-
es, dedicated routes and per-
manent medical teams. Fire 
and electrical safety audits 
will also be compulsory.

Security measures will in-
clude trained staff for ID 

checks,  bomb disposal 
squads, metal detectors, 
CCTV cameras and baggage 
scanners. Separate entry and 
exit paths will be reserved for 
players, and safe holding ar-
eas will be created for emer-
gencies. All stadium staff, 
guards and stall owners must 
have police verification.

Guidelines will also cover 
food safety checks, public 
transport access, crowd man-
agement, real-time crowd 
monitoring systems, ticket 
counters and waiting areas. 
The police are also expected 
to demand immediate pay-
ment of ₹2.04 crore towards 
IPL 2025 security costs. 
Meanwhile, KSCA President 
Venkatesh Prasad said discus-
sions are ongoing with the 
BCCI to host the IPL opening 
match in Bengaluru, with posi-
tive responses received so far.

Police will enforce proper 
parking, pick-up/drop-off, 
separate queuing areas, 

and clearly separated 
entry and exit routes with 
six-foot gates and proper 

stairways for the 
32,000-capacity stadium.

Bengaluru railway exams previously 
excluded Kannada, unlike Hubballi and 

Mysuru, seen as unfair to local candidates

Kannadigas win: 
Railway exams now 
allowed in Kannada

BENGALURU

Railway recruitment exams 
in Bengaluru will now al-
low candidates to write in 
Kannada, marking a major 
win for Kannadigas after a 
long-standing demand. The 
decision comes after a 
meeting held on December 
19 between Karnataka De-
fense Forum President T.A. 
Narayana Gowda, the Kar-
ave delegation, and senior 
officials of the South West-
ern Railway Division.

Previously, railway pro-
motion exams in the Bengal-
uru division were restricted 
to Hindi and English, while 
Hubballi and Mysuru divi-
sions allowed Kannada as an 
option. This exclusion was 
seen as unfair to local candi-
dates, ignoring the state lan-
guage in the capital city.

Officials from the Rail-
way Department, including 
DRM and PCPO, respond-
ed promptly and approved 
Kannada as an exam medi-
um. “This is a big win for 
the employees of Bengaluru 

Division,” Gowda said, 
thanking the authorities and 
the media for their support.

Union Minister of State 
for Railways V. Somanna 
also intervened, instructing 
the South Western Railway 
to cancel the previous noti-
fication and issue a revised 
one including Kannada. The 
exams cover positions such 
as Freight Train Manager, 
with 317 posts in Bengalu-
ru, 101 in Hubballi, and 56 
in Mysuru.

Gowda emphasized that 
the Karnataka Defense Fo-
rum will continue to safe-
guard the rights of Kann-
adigas. “There is no com-
promise in protecting the 
interests of Kannada-speak-
ing people,” he said, cele-
brating the success of the 
long campaign.

CHRIST University inaugurates CQTCS
BENGALURU

CHRIST University marked a 
major step in advanced sci-
ence with the inauguration of 
its Centre for Quantum Tech-
nologies and Complex Sys-
tems (CQTCS) on Friday. The 
launch gathered top academi-
cians and researchers, reflect-
ing the university’s focus on 
cutting-edge, interdisciplinary 
scientific research.

The centre aims to advance 
studies in quantum technolo-
gies, complex systems, and 
their applications. Bringing 
together experts from physics, 
mathematics, computer sci-
ence,  and engineering, 
CQTCS will focus on areas 
like quantum computing, ma-
ny-body systems, and quan-
tum materials. It is designed 

to foster student-led research, 
advanced training, and inter-
national collaboration.

The inauguration ceremony 
was presided over by Vice 
Chancellor Rev. Dr Fr. Jose 
C. C., and formally inaugurat-
ed by Dr Subir Sachdev, Her-
schel Smith Professor of 
Physics at Harvard Universi-
ty, USA. Dr Sachdev high-
lighted the role of strong aca-
demic institutions in promot-
ing fundamental research and 
turning scientific ideas into 
practical technological solu-
tions. Lamp-lighting was per-
formed by university leaders, 
centre coordinators, and dis-
tinguished scientists from in-
stitutions including IIT Ma-
dras, University of Luxem-
bourg, DRDO–DIAT Pune, 
Raman Research Institute, 

and IISc Bengaluru.
The university emphasized 

that CQTCS will prepare stu-
dents for doctoral studies, ac-
ademic careers, and emerging 
quantum technology sectors. 
The inauguration was fol-
lowed by a one-day work-
shop, “From Quantum Sci-
ence to Emerging Technolo-
gies,” featuring expert talks 
from national and internation-
al researchers.

Aligned with India’s Na-
tional Quantum Mission, the 
centre will support research in 
quantum computing, commu-
nication, sensing, and materi-
als. It aims to strengthen In-
dia’s quantum workforce, 
encourage indigenous tech-
nology development, and con-
tribute to high-impact scien-
tific innovations.

Footpath walk aims to 
improve pedestrian safety

BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Uttar Nagar 
Corporation has announced the 
seventh Footpath Walk under 
its “Vakalur” project to pro-
mote safer and more walkable 
streets in the city. The 7 km 
community footpath walk will 
be held on Saturday, December 
20, starting at 7:00 am, with a 
focus on pedestrian safety, 
smooth traffic movement and 
better road design.

The main objective of this 
initiative is to assess the walk-
ability of key areas such as JC 
Nagar and RT Nagar. Officials 
and participants will spot prob-
lems related to footpaths, cross-
ings and pedestrian movement, 
and identify locations that need 
immediate improvement. The 
walk is part of the corporation’s 

ongoing efforts to encourage 
people friendly urban planning.

The footpath walk will begin 
from the JC Nagar Main Gate 
on Jayamahal Main Road and 
pass through Maykrivrtta, Bel-
lary Main Road, Ganganagar 
5th Main Road, 108 Vritta and 
RT Nagar Main Road. The 
walk will conclude near the RT 
Nagar Police Station. Along the 
route, participants will interact 
with officials and share their 
observations and suggestions. 
Officials said the program is 
designed to involve citizens di-
rectly in city development. By 
walking together and discuss-
ing ground level issues, resi-
dents can help authorities un-
derstand real challenges faced 
by pedestrians, including elder-
ly people, children and persons 
with disabilities.

Aindrita Ray 
raises alarm over 
garbage burning

BENGALURU

Actress Aindrita Ray has 
raised concerns over garbage 
burning near her home in RR 
Nagar, Bengaluru, causing  
serious breathing problems. 
She expressed outrage on  
social media by tagging Raja-
rajeshwari  Nagar MLA  
Munirathna.

According to Aindrita, 
Greater Bangalore Authority 
(GBA) staff cleaned the gar-
bage around the Ideal Home 
Layout and set it on fire. 
Smoke from the burning 
waste entered her apartment, 
making it difficult for her to 
breathe. She said the problem 
has persisted for three days.

The actress tried contacting 
the GBA control room and 
helpline, but received no re-
sponse. Frustrated, she posted 
a video online, highlighting 
the health risks and appealing 
to local authorities, including 
MLA Munirathna, for urgent 
action. Residents of the area 
have expressed concern over 
the practice, noting that burn-
ing garbage in residential 
neighborhoods can cause se-
rious respiratory issues and 
pollution. The incident has 
sparked calls for stricter waste 
management measures and 
better coordination by the civ-
ic authorities to prevent such 
hazards in densely populated 
areas. Authorities have yet to 
respond publicly to Aindrita’s 
complaint.

Lohia award presented to Shivanand Tagadur
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Nagarikara 
Vedike and the Buddha Basa-
va Gandhi Cultural Trust 
jointly organized a civic  
felicitation and Lohia Award 
presentation ceremony for 
Shivanand Tagadur, who was 
unanimously elected for a 
t h i r d  t e r m  a s  S t a t e  
President of the Karnataka 

Working Journalists’ Associa-
t ion.  On the occasion, 
Tagadur was warmly congrat-
ulated and presented with  
the award.

Speaking at the event, 
Gandhibhavan President and 
educationist Nadoja Dr. Voo-
day P. Krishna said that main-
stream media has continued to 
preserve its dignity through 
its inherent strength, which is 

a hopeful development for ev-
eryone.

Ram Manohar  Lohia 
brought a dynamic movement 
to Indian politics, he said, 
adding that talents nurtured 
by Lohia’s ideology are 
spread across the country. 
Awarding a prize in Lohia’s 
name to Shivanand Tagadur is 
commendable and a matter of 
pride for all.
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 MLA Prabhu Chavan Celebrates Ellamavasye with Farmers
AURAD

 
MLA Prabhu Chavan cele-
brated the farmers’ festival 
Ellamavasye with local farm-
ers in a simple manner, enjoy-
ing traditional foods such as 
jowar rotti, sajje rotti, bhaji-
palya, and peanut-sesame 
holige. 

The occasion was marked 
by swinging on swings and 
festive cheer.

In the morning, he visited 
his agricultural land in 
Ghamasubai Tanda of his na-
t ive vil lage,  performed 
prayers, and paid respects to 
Bhoota Aayi (the earth deity) 
through Charag Challu rituals, 
praying for the welfare and 

prosperity of farmers.
Chavan said that Ellama-

vasye is an important festival 
for farmers in the region. 
“There is a unique joy in of-
fering prayers to the Earth 
and then sitting in the fields to 
enjoy a meal. Every year, I 

visit the agricultural lands of 
farmer leaders and celebrate 
this festival with them,” he 
added.

He later visited several vil-
lages to join in the festivities 
with farmers. His visits in-
cluded the fields of Dhanaji 

Jadhav (Dabaka), Aneel 
Deshmukh (Malegaon), Kiran 
Patil (Hakyal), Shivkumar Ju-
lfe (Kamalanagar), Pappu Vit-
thal Biradar, Maruti Alande 
(Holasamudra), Praveen 
Karabari (Hallali), Dhanraj 
Wadyer (Thanakushnoor), 
Aneel Bochare, Uday So-
lapure (Mudhol), and Govind 
Patil (Dongaragav).

The MLA highlighted that 
the festival emphasizes the 
importance of Mother Earth 
and farmers. 

 “It is a joyous occasion 
when families prepare tradi-
tional food and share meals in 
the fields. Farmers’ welfare 
forms the foundation of the 
nation’s development. It is 

our duty to support them. I 
continue to work on schemes 
for their benefit and stand by 
them during hardships. Farm-
ers should also adopt modern 
techniques to become finan-
cially strong,” he said.

The event was attended by 
local leaders including Maru-
ti Chavan, Ramshetti Pannale, 
Shivanand Wade, Nagesh Pa-
tre, Pratik Chavan, Yogesh 
Patil ,  Naganath Chikle, 
Bharat Kadam, Bunty Ram-
pure, Neelakantha Patil, 
Praveen Karabari, Ashok Me-
tre, Pradeep Pawar, Dhanaji 
Rathod, Subhash Sarpanch, 
Baburao Rathod, Vilas Cha-
van, and Deepak Jadhav, 
among others.

CELEBRATING FARMERS’ WELFARE

QUICK READ

 `990 Crore 
Irrigation Project 

Approved

Vocational Training 
Fair to Be Held  

on December 23

HAL Fire & 
Safety Officer 
Recruitment

RAICHUR
The state cabinet meet-

ing held at Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha, Be-

lagavi, approved a `990 
crore irrigation project 
to provide water from 
the Narayanpur Right 

Bank Canal to Pa-
vakallur village and oth-

er areas in Maski taluk 
of Raichur district. In the 
same meeting, approval 

was also given for a 
`272 crore lift irrigation 

project to fill 19 lakes lo-
cated in the Yalburga 
and Kukanur taluks. 

This project aims to im-
prove water availability 

and irrigation facilities in 
these regions. 

VIJAYAPURA
A vocational training 

fair for students will be 
held on December 23 
at 9 AM at the BLDEA 
ITI College campus in 

Vijayapura. The event is 
jointly organized by the 
Government Industrial 
Training Institute (ITI), 
Vijayapura, and BLDEA 
Private ITI, Vijayapura. 
Candidates who have 

passed ITI courses can 
register for the fair on-
line through the official 

websites: 
* ITI Government Portal
*BLDEA ITI Portal
For more information, 
interested candidates 

can contact the fol-
lowing numbers: 

9986123893, 
9886437517, 

9620848158. They 
can also visit any 

nearby govern-
ment-funded or pri-

vate ITI for assistance 
with registration.

The principal of Gov-
ernment ITI, Nalat-

wad, The fair offers ITI 
graduates skill devel-
opment and employ-
ment opportunities.

VIJAYAPURA
Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) has invited 
applications for the posi-

tions of Fire and Safety 
Officers. Interested candi-

dates can submit their 
applications by December 
29. For more details, can-
didates can contact the 
Deputy Director of the 

Department of Welfare 
and Rehabilitation,  

Kalyana, or call  
08352-250913, as per 

the notification issued by 
the Soldier Welfare  
and Rehabilitation  

Department.

Border artists seek support, 
pensions, housing facilities

`100 Crore Proposal Submitted to Government for Funding Border-Area 
Organisations: Dr. Sanjukumar Ativale

BIDAR
 

Dr. Sanjukumar Ativale, 
member of the Karnataka 
Border Area Development 
Authority, said that a ₹100 
crore proposal has been sub-
mitted to the state government 
to provide grants to organisa-
tions in the Kalyana Karnata-
ka border region.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Rural Cultural 
Festival organised under the 
Special Component Plan for 
the year 2023–24 at the Savi-
ta Samaj Maharshi Cultural 
Hall in the city. The pro-
gramme was jointly organised 
by the Karnataka Govern-
ment’s Department of Kanna-
da and Culture, Bengaluru, 
and Divyadarshan Cultural 
Rural and Urban Develop-
ment, Bidar.

Dr. Ativale said that the 
Karnataka Border Area De-
velopment Authority is pro-
viding financial assistance for 
the construction of cultural 
halls in schools and colleges 

located in border areas, and 
that Bidar district has re-
ceived the highest amount of 
such assistance.

He informed that for the 
past three years, financial 
support for organising cultur-
al and literary programmes in 
registered border areas has 
been stopped. He noted that 
World Kannadigas Organisa-
tion President and writer Dr. 
Subbanna Karakanalli had 
drawn attention to this issue 

by organising a state-level 
Border Kannadigas Festival.

Senior writers Dr. Kashi-
nath Chalva, Dr. Sheshrao 
Belakuni, and Shambuling 
Valadoddi, who attended as 
chief guests, said that artists 
from rural areas continue to 
perform despite hardships and 
urged the government to pro-
vide them with pensions, 
housing, and other facilities.

Writer Dr. Subbanna Kara-
kanalli said that Bidar border 

district is strengthening Kan-
nada culture and demanded 
government funding for its 
cultural development.

The programme featured 
cultural performances by the 
Jai Bhavani Theatre Artists 
Association (Chittad Sheshap-
pa Chitta troupe), Chinnamma 
Ladh’s Dollu Kunitha, and 
others. Dilipkumar Bhosle 
presided over the event, and 
Dayanand Navale delivered 
the vote of thanks.

Students and Women 
Must Be Treated with 
Respect: Govt Official

BIDAR
 

Shaini Pradeep Gunti, State 
Coordinator of Akkapade, 
emphasized the importance of 
treating all students—particu-
larly female students—and 
women with respect. She en-
couraged students to make the 
most of their college years by 
building a positive and re-
sponsible life.

She was addressing the au-
dience at the inauguration of 
a Women’s Sexual Harass-
ment Awareness Program, 
organized under the Institute 
Innovation Cell at Lingarajap-
pa Technical College, situated 
on the outskirts of the city. 
The program aims to raise 
awareness about gender 
equality, personal safety, and 
safe practices within the cam-
pus and online.

During the session, Sangee-
ta, the Akkapade in-charge, 
highlighted the risks of shar-
ing private photos of female 
students on social media and 
advised students to avoid such 
actions. She also informed 
women that if they face any 
form of harassment, they can 
immediately report it using 
the Akkapade toll-free num-

ber 112, ensuring prompt sup-
port and action.

The program was attended 
by Principal Dr. Vinita Patil, 
Professor Sandeep Mashetti, 
Coordinator of the Institute 
Innovation Cell, along with 
other faculty and staff mem-
bers. The session was hosted 
by Professor Preeti Khadre, 
Assistant Lecturer in the Me-
chanical Department.

The awareness program fo-
cused on educating students 
about the importance of re-
specting women, maintaining 
safe digital behavior, and un-
derstanding the proper mech-
anisms to report harassment. 
Organizers stressed that fos-
tering a safe, supportive, and 
respectful campus environ-
ment is crucial for the overall 
development of students, es-
pecially women, and contrib-
utes to creating a more re-
sponsible and aware student 
community.

The program, hosted by 
Professor Preeti Khadre, 
emphasized respecting 

women, safe digital 
behavior, and reporting 
harassment effectively.

`50 Lakh Doddappa Appa 
Scholarship Exam on Dec 21 & 28
BIDAR

 
The Poojya Doddappa Appa 
Student Scholarship, worth 
₹50 lakh, will conduct an en-
trance examination for the 
2026–27 academic year on 
December 21 and 28. The 
exam will be held at Sha-
ranabasaveshwar Degree Col-
lege of Science, Commerce, 
and Arts, located near Goran-
alli village in Bidar taluk.

The examination will be 
conducted on both days in 
three sessions: from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 noon, 12:00 
noon to 2:00 PM, and 3:00 
PM to 5:00 PM. This infor-
mation was shared by Basa-
varaj Deshmukh, Secretary of 
the Sharanabasaveshwar 
Vidyavardhak Sangha, Kala-

buragi. Students currently 
studying in 10th standard 
from CBSE, ICSE, and State 
boards are eligible to appear 
for the entrance examination.

Under the leadership of 
Matha Dr. Dakshayini, Presi-
dent of the Sharanabasavesh-
war Vidyavardhak Sangha, 
and Doddappa Appa, the 9th 
Pee thadh ipa t i  o f  Sha-

ranabasaveshwar Sansthan, 
scholarships will be awarded 
to students who perform well 
in the exam.

Based on merit, selected 
students will receive fee con-
cessions at Sharanabasavesh-
war College. Fifteen students 
will get a 100% fee waiver, 
twenty-five students will re-
ceive a 75% fee concession, 
forty students will get a 50% 
fee concession, fifty students 
will receive a 25% fee con-
cession, and thirty-five stu-
dents will receive a 15% fee 
concession. 

The Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Satish Pratapur, 
urged students to take ad-
vantage of this scholar-
ship entrance examination 
opportunity.

School Headmasters Bearing Egg Supply 
Costs from Their Own Pockets

HUNASAGI
 

In many government schools 
of Hunasagi taluk, funds 
meant for supplying eggs to 
students under the nutrition 
scheme have not 
been released 
fo r  t he  pas t 
three to four 
months. As a re-
su l t ,  s eve ra l 
school headmas-
ters are facing 
financial diffi-
culties.

There are over 
190 primary schools in the 
taluk, with more than 400 
teachers and 30,000 stu-
dents. Under a government 
nutrition programme, stu-
dents are provided eggs and 
bananas to improve their 
health. However, due to the 
delay in funds, teachers have 
been purchasing eggs using 

their own money for the past 
three months. While some 
headmasters are spending 
from their salaries, others 
have been forced to borrow 
money. Teachers said they 

ea r l i e r  f o -
cused mainly 
on teaching, 
but now they 
are burdened 
with addition-
al responsi-
bilities such 
a s  m i d d a y 
meal arrange-
ments, affect-

ing their academic work.
Under the scheme, eggs or 

bananas are provided six 
days a week—four days sup-
ported by the Ajim Premji 
Foundation and two days by 
the state government. The 
estimated cost per child is 
around ₹168 per month. 
However, teachers allege 

that funds are not being 
credited on time. Despite 
bringing the issue to the no-
tice of Akshara Dasoha 
(midday meal) officials sev-
eral times, the problem re-
mains unresolved. Teachers 
also pointed out that ad-
vance payments are made in 
other districts, but not here.

Additionally, schools re-
quire around four LPG cyl-
inders for cooking midday 
meals. In some areas, teach-
ers are forced to personally 
travel to gas agencies and 
t ranspor t  cy l inders  to 
schools in their own vehi-
cles.

Teachers from villages 
such as Janginagaddi, Meli-
managaddi, Narayanpur, and 
nearby areas are also affect-
ed. Teacher union leaders 
have urged authorities to 
take immediate action and 
resolve the issue.

5th State-Level 
Science 

Conference from 
December 28

YADGIR 
 

The Karnataka State Science 
Research Council will orga-
nize the 5th State-Level Sci-
ence Conference at the district 
sports ground in Yadgir from 
December 28 to 30, said Hu-
likal Nataraj, Founder Presi-
dent of the Council.

He announced that writer 
Vishwaradhya Satyampete 
has been chosen as the Con-
ference President. A presiden-
tial procession will be held on 
December 28 at 2:30 PM, be-
ginning from Mailapur Agasi. 
The event will be attended by 
several dignitaries, including 
ministers Sharanabasappa 
Darshanapur, Satish Jarakiho-
li, and Priyank Kharge, along 
with former conference pres-
ident Umashree, MLAs, and 
senior officials.

The conference will be held 
in the presence of Nijagu-
n a n a n d a  S w a m i j i  a n d 
Gnanaprakash Swamiji . 
Around 109 scientists and 
eight science centers from 
across the country will partic-
ipate by setting up science 
exhibitions. The three-day 
event will feature lifetime 
achievement awards, HN 
awards, book releases, scien-
tific lectures, interactive ses-
sions with experts, and cultur-
al programmes including dra-
ma performances.

Officials Conduct 
Raids on Restaurants
RAICHUR

 
A joint team comprising 
officials from the district 
administration and the mu-
nicipal corporation carried 
out inspections at several 
hotels and restaurants lo-
cated along Station Road. 
The primary focus of the 
operation was to assess 
cleanliness standards and 
ensure that food safety and 
hygiene regulations were 
being properly followed. 
Hotel owners and manag-
ers were issued stern warn-
ings to maintain proper 
hygiene in all areas of op-
eration.

The team also extended 
the raids to prominent ho-
tels near Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar Circle. During these 
inspections, officials ob-
served unsanitary condi-
tions in kitchen areas, 

prompting strict warnings 
to the hotel staff to im-
prove cleanliness. Food 
packets served to custom-
ers  were  thoroughly 
checked, including the ver-
ification of expiry dates, to 
ensure that no expired or 
unsafe food items were be-
ing used. In addition, some 
establishments were found 
to be charging customers 
higher than the govern-
ment-fixed rates, and these 
discrepancies were imme-
diately addressed.

The inspection operation 
was conducted in the pres-
ence of key authorities, 
including Deputy Director 
of the Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department, Nazir 
Ahmed, Municipal Health 
Officer Dr. Mohammed 
Shakeer Mohiuddin, and 
several municipal health 
inspection officers.

Kalyana Karnataka Launches 
102 New City Buses

VIJAYAPURA
 

The Kalyana Karnataka Road 
Transport Corporation (KKRTC) 
will inaugurate 102 new city 
buses on December 20 at the 
Darbar School grounds. The 
event is scheduled to begin at 
10:30 AM, with Transport and 
Muzrai Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy officially launching the 
buses. The inauguration will also 
be attended by Dr. M.B. Patil, 
Minister for Large and Medium 
Industries and Infrastructure De-
velopment, along with Shiva-
nanad Patil, in charge of Jowar, 
Cotton, Sugar, and Agricultural 
Markets. The program will be 
presided over by MLA Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal. Chief guests 

include Legislative Assembly 
Opposition Leader Ravikumar 
R.N., MLAs Prakash Hukkeri, 
Appaji C.S. Naik, Ramesh Jiga-
jinagi, Dr. Sudha Murthy, Yash-
wantharayagouda Patil, Hanu-
mant R. Nirani, Sunilgouda Pa-
til, P.H. Jair, Vitthal Katakdondi, 
Rajugouda Patil, Ashok Manoli, 
Keshav Prasad S., and KKRTC 
Chairman Dr. Arun Kumar M.Y. 
Patil. Other dignitaries expected 
are KSTA Chairperson Kanta 
Naik, Dharwad Karnataka Child 
Development Academy Presi-
dent Sangamesh Bableshwar, 
KSRTC Citrus Committee Chair 
B.S. Kavalgi, Vijayapura City 
Mayor M.S. Karadi, City Devel-
opment Authority Chair Kanan 
Mushree.
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Training program held for polio vaccination team members
CHITRADURGA

A special training programme 
for members of polio vaccina-
tion teams was organised at 
the Unity Institute of Nursing 
Science College in Chitradur-
ga on Thursday, ahead of the 
upcoming Pulse Polio immu-
nisation drive. The pro-
gramme aimed to strengthen 
preparedness and ensure that 
no child below the age of five 
is left unvaccinated during the 
campaign scheduled for De-
cember 21.

Addressing the gathering, 
Chitradurga Taluk Health Ed-
ucation Officer B. Moogappa 
emphasised the importance of 

the polio drive with the slo-
gan, “Let us administer polio 
drops and prevent disability.” 
He said that preventing polio 
is a collective responsibility 
of all government depart-
ments as well as the general 
public. He stressed that every 
child under the age of five 
must be reached and vaccinat-

ed without exception.
Moogappa explained in de-

tail the procedures to be fol-
lowed on booth day, instruct-
ing team members to report 
on time and warmly welcome 
parents who bring their chil-
dren to vaccination booths. 
He highlighted that only one 
vaccine vial should be taken 

out from the vaccine carrier at 
a time and should not be 
placed back until it is com-
pletely used, ensuring vaccine 
quality and safety. He further 
instructed that two drops of 
the polio vaccine must be ad-
ministered to each child and a 
mark should be placed on the 
child’s left little finger as con-
firmation.

He also informed that from 
December 22 to 24, house-to-
house visits would be con-
ducted for three days to iden-
tify children who missed vac-
cination on booth day. During 
these visits, health workers 
will administer polio drops 
with the cooperation of the 

community, ensuring com-
plete coverage.

Unity Institute of Nursing 
Science Principal Mrutyun-
jaya Mathad said the institu-
tion would extend full coop-
eration for the success of na-
tional health programmes. 
Health Inspector Rudramuni 
Aru provided guidance on 
filling out reports and records, 
while urging the public to co-
operate with health workers 
during home visits.

Health Inspectors Supritha 
and Nithin, along with BSc 
Nursing and GNM students, 
actively participated in the 
training programme, contrib-
uting to its success.

POLIO TRAINING IN CHITRADURGA

QUICK READ
‘Children’s 

Market’ organised by 
SRS School  

Urad dal procurement 
delays put farmers 

under strain

Challakere
An engaging and educa-
tional event titled “Chil-

dren’s Market” was organ-
ised by SRS School in 

Challakere city on Thurs-
day, attracting wide-

spread attention from 
residents and passers-by. 
The initiative, held on the 
school premises from 11 
am onwards, was aimed 

at promoting practical 
learning and overall intel-

lectual development 
among students. The 

children’s market was or-
ganised by the school 

management as part of 
an experiential learning 

programme, allowing stu-
dents to step beyond 

textbooks and gain 
hands-on exposure to re-
al-life concepts such as 
communication, trade, 
teamwork, and money 

management. Students 
enthusiastically took on 

the roles of vendors.

Uppinabetageri
Farmers in Uppinabetag-
eri are facing severe diffi-
culties in selling their urad 

dal at the procurement 
centre operating under 

the government’s support 
price scheme at the Pri-

mary Agricultural Cooper-
ative Society. Despite the 
scheme being introduced 
to safeguard farmers’ in-

terests, delays in procure-
ment and limited pro-
cessing capacity have 

forced cultivators to make 
repeated visits, often un-
der harsh weather condi-
tions. Registered farmers 
are bringing bags of urad 
dal to the procurement 

centre in scheduled shifts, 
as informed in advance by 
the authorities. However, 
many farmers allege that 

the process has been 
slow and exhausting. 

Even amid extreme cold 
conditions, farmers are 

required to wait long 
hours to ensure their pro-
duce is accepted, adding 
to their physical and fi-

nancial stress.

New district admin building is 
planned: Minister Sudhakar

The Karnataka government plans a new district administrative complex in 
Chitradurga to improve public convenience and efficiency

CHITRADURGA

Karnataka’s Planning and 
Statistics Minister and Chi-
tradurga District In-charge 
Minister D. Sudhakar said 
that a new district adminis-
trative building will be con-
structed in Chitradurga keep-
ing public interest and con-
venience as the top priority. 
He stated that the proposal to 
hand over the newly con-
structed Deputy Commis-
sioner’s (DC) office building 
near the Kunchiganal valley 
to the Chitradurga Medical 
College is currently at the 
government approval stage.

Addressing a meeting held 
at the Suvarna Vidhana 
Soudha in Belagavi, Minister 
Sudhakar said that in view of 

public convenience, the gov-
ernment has planned to con-
struct a new district adminis-
tration complex at the exist-
ing DC’s residence premises 
and surrounding areas. The 
meeting was convened to dis-
cuss the proposal to allocate 
land belonging to the Horti-
culture Department, adjacent 
to the DC’s residence, for the 
construction of the new Dep-

uty Commissioner’s office 
building.

The minister explained that 
the new DC office project en-
visages utilisation of the DC’s 
residence land along with the 
adjoining Horticulture Depart-
ment land. He said that if the 
Horticulture Department agrees 
to provide its six-acre land for 
the project, the government 
will allot alternative land to the 

department at another location. 
In addition, the required basic 
infrastructure facilities will be 
provided to the Horticulture 
Department, and adequate 
space will be earmarked for its 
office within the new district 
administrative complex.

Responding to the proposal, 
Horticulture Department Di-
rector Dr Girish said that the 
matter would be discussed 
with the departmental secre-
tary. He pointed out that the 
authority to allot government 
land rests with a committee 
headed by the Chief Secre-
tary. He assured that if a prop-
er proposal is submitted by 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
necessary steps would be tak-
en keeping public interest in 
mind.

Amavasya pooja 
performed at 

Chittanalamma temple 
HOLALU

A special religious ceremony 
was organised at the Sri Chit-
tanalamma Devi, also known 
as Sri Pattaladamma Devi, 
Temple in Holalu village of 
Mandya taluk on the occasion 
of Amavasya on Friday. The 
sacred rituals were conducted 
with traditional fervour and 
devotion, marking the signif-
icance of the lunar day that 
holds spiritual importance 
among devotees across the 
region.

On the auspicious occasion, 
the idol of the goddess was 
worshipped with a series of 
special abhishekas, including 
kumkuma abhisheka, turmer-
ic abhisheka, and sandalwood 
abhisheka. Following these 
rituals, the deity was adorned 
with a silver face mask and 
decorated with turmeric, en-
hancing the divine splendour 
of the idol and creating a spir-
itually uplifting atmosphere 
within the temple premises.

The special pooja and asso-
ciated rituals were performed 
under the guidance and partic-
ipation of the temple presi-
dent and former MLA H.B. 
Ramu, along with members of 
Smt. Honnamma’s family. 
Their involvement reflected 
continued community leader-
ship and dedication towards 
preserving local religious tra-
ditions and supporting temple 
activities.

As it was Amavasya, a 
large number of women, chil-
dren, and devotees from Ho-
lalu and neighbouring villages 
gathered at the temple to par-
ticipate in the pooja. Many 
devotees offered prayers seek-
ing the blessings of the god-
dess for health, prosperity, 
and family well-being. The 

temple premises witnessed a 
steady flow of worshippers 
throughout the day, highlight-
ing the faith and devotion as-
sociated with the goddess.

Several office-bearers and 
members of the temple trust 
were present during the 
event. Those in attendance 
included Trust Honorary 
President H.L. Shivanna, 
Secretary Shivalingayya, 
Treasurer Patel Ramu, and 
members Sadananda, Jattiku-
mar, Ningegowda Ningaraju, 
Chandan, C.K. Nagaraju, and 
Ravikumar. Temple Manager 
Shivaramu, Assistant Suresh, 
Muddegowda, and chief 
priest Narasimhamurthy also 
played key roles in ensuring 
the smooth conduct of the 
rituals.

Special Amavasya 
rituals at 

Chittanalamma Devi 
temple in Holalu drew 
devotees, community 

leaders, and 
neighbouring villagers 

in Mandya

Bengaluru Rural police seized the murder weapon and arrested 
accused in auto driver Pawan murder case using CCTV evidence

Murder weapon seized in auto 
driver case, accused arrested 

BENGALURU RURAL

Superintendent of Police C.K. 
Baba has confirmed that the 
long mace used in the brutal 
murder of auto driver Pawan 
has been successfully seized 
by the police. The develop-
ment marks a significant 
breakthrough in the investiga-
tion into the murder that had 
shocked residents of Dodda-
ballapura and surrounding 
areas.

According to police sourc-
es, after committing the crime 
in Doddaballapura, the ac-
cused fled the scene in a car 
and later parked the vehicle in 
the KR Puram area of Benga-
luru. In an attempt to evade 
arrest, they reportedly went 
into hiding at Medi Malla-
sandra village in Hoskote ta-
luk. However, their efforts to 
escape were thwarted due to 
swift and coordinated police 
action.

Acting on crucial CCTV 
footage collected from multi-
ple locations, police teams 
traced the movement of the 
accused from Doddaballapura 
to KR Puram and subsequent-
ly towards Hoskote. The visu-

al evidence played a key role 
in reconstructing the sequence 
of events and narrowing down 
the suspects’ hideout.

The operation to track and 
apprehend the accused was 
led by City Police Station In-
spector Amaresh Gowda and 
Women’s Police Station In-
spector Dr. M.B. Naveen Ku-
mar. Under their leadership, 
police teams conducted a fo-
cused search and successfully 
arrested the accused from 
Medi Mallasandra village. 
During the arrest, the murder 
weapon — a long mace al-
legedly used to assault Pawan 
— was recovered and seized 
as material evidence.

SP C.K. Baba stated that 
the seizure of the weapon 

strengthens the case against 
the accused and will be cru-
cial during further legal pro-
ceedings. He praised the in-
vestigating officers for their 
prompt response, effective 
use of technology, and coordi-
nated teamwork, which en-
sured the suspects were ap-
prehended without delay.

The murder of auto driver 
Pawan had triggered public 
outrage, with residents de-
manding swift justice. Police 
officials reiterated that the in-
vestigation is ongoing and 
that further inquiries are being 
conducted to establish the 
motive behind the crime and 
determine whether any addi-
tional individuals were in-
volved.

BJP never won majority in 
Karnataka: Minister

HUBBALLI

Karnataka Minister Zameer 
Ahmed Khan on Thursday 
launched a sharp attack on the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
stating that the people of the 
state have never given the 
party a clear majority. Speak-
ing to reporters in Hubballi, 
the minister alleged that the 
BJP came to power in the past 
by engineering defections un-
der what he described as “Op-
eration Kamala,” rather than 

through a direct electoral 
mandate. “The people of the 
state have never given a ma-
jority to the BJP. They came 
to power by conducting Oper-
ation Kamala,” Khan said, 
reiterating the Congress par-
ty’s long-standing allegation 
that the BJP used induce-
ments to topple an elected 
government. His remarks 
come amid renewed political 
debates and speculation sur-
rounding leadership and gov-
ernance in the state.

MADDUR

A state-level floodlight Ka-
baddi tournament has been 
organised at Doddarasinakere 
village in Maddur taluk on 
December 20 and 21, promis-
ing two days of intense sport-
ing action and vibrant rural 
enthusiasm. The tournament 
is expected to attract kabaddi 
teams from across Karnataka, 
along with a large number of 
sports enthusiasts and local 
residents.

The event is being organ-
ised with the objective of pro-
moting traditional sports, es-
pecially kabaddi, which has 
deep cultural roots in rural 
Karnataka. Organisers said 
the floodlight format will add 
excitement to the matches, 
allowing games to be played 
during evening and night 
hours and enabling more 
spectators to attend after daily 
work commitments.

Preparations are underway 
at  the Doddarasinakere 
ground to ensure smooth con-
duct of the tournament. Spe-
cial arrangements are being 
made for lighting, seating, 
player facilities, and crowd 
management. Local youth and 
volunteers are actively in-
volved in organising the 
event, reflecting strong com-
munity participation and en-
thusiasm.

According to the organ-

isers, the tournament will fea-
ture competitive matches be-
tween leading kabaddi teams 
from different districts. 
Matches will follow standard 
kabaddi rules, with experi-
enced referees officiating the 
games to ensure fair play. The 
floodlit setting is expected to 
enhance visibility and create 
a professional sporting atmo-
sphere, similar to major ka-
baddi events held in urban 
centres.

Local leaders and sports 
promoters have welcomed the 
initiative, stating that such 
tournaments provide a plat-
form for rural talent to show-
case their skills at the state 
level. They also noted that 
events like these encourage 
physical fitness, discipline, 
teamwork, and sportsmanship 
among youth. Many aspiring 
kabaddi players from Maddur 
and surrounding areas are ex-
pected to participate or gain 
inspiration by watching 
high-level matches.

The tournament is also like-
ly to boost local economy and 
social interaction, as food 
stalls, small vendors, and lo-
cal businesses generally ben-
efit from increased footfall 
during such events. Families 
from nearby villages are ex-
pected to attend in large num-
bers, turning the tournament 
into a festive community 
gathering.

State-level Kabaddi tournament 
to be held at Doddarasinakere 

Clash erupts over Waqf Board property in Masti 
KOLAR

Tension prevailed in Masti 
village of Malur taluk in the 
district following a violent 
confrontation between two 
groups over a disputed Waqf 
Board property. The incident 
occurred within the jurisdic-
tion of the Masti police station 
and involved a long-standing 
dispute over nearly 11 acres of 
land belonging to the Waqf 
Board.

According to local sources, 
the land in question was orig-
inally donated to the Waqf 
Board by the descendants of 
Syed Rasool Darvesh. The 
property includes an Eidgah 
as well as a building that has 

been leased out, both of which 
are officially recorded as 
Waqf Board assets. The land 
has reportedly been under the 
management of mosque au-
thorities for religious and 
community purposes.

However, the dispute esca-
lated when certain members of 
Syed Rasool Darvesh’s family 
raised objections, claiming 
ownership of the land. They 
allegedly argued that the prop-
erty belonged to their family 
and not to the Waqf Board. 
This disagreement soon turned 
violent, with the family mem-
bers reportedly attacking 
mosque leaders using stones 
and sticks.

Eyewitnesses said the clash 

created panic in the village, as 
both groups engaged in heated 
arguments that quickly escalat-
ed into physical violence. Res-
idents rushed to the scene after 
hearing the commotion, while 
some attempted to defuse the 
situation. The incident disrupt-
ed normal life in the area for a 
brief period.

Masti police were alerted 
soon after the clash and 
reached the spot to bring the 
situation under control. Police 
officials dispersed the groups 
and restored order, preventing 
further escalation. Preliminary 
inquiries have been initiated to 
ascertain the sequence of 
events and identify those in-
volved in the violence.

Idol of Malatesh Devara 
vandalised near Gundenahalli 
HAVERI

An incident of vandalism in-
volving the idol of Malatesh 
Devara was reported near 
Gundenahalli village in 
Byadagi taluk of Haveri dis-
trict, triggering outrage among 
local residents. The incident 
came to light on Thursday 
when devotees noticed dam-
age to the idol, which holds 
deep religious and cultural sig-
nificance for the community.

According to preliminary 
information, unidentified mis-
creants allegedly smashed the 
idol with a stone, severely 
damaging its face and eye 

area. The idol, located in an 
open space near the village, is 
regularly worshipped by peo-
ple from Gundenahalli and 
nearby villages.

Following the incident, vil-
lagers gathered at the site and 
expressed anger, terming it an 
attack on religious sentiments. 
Tension prevailed briefly but 
remained under control. The 
Byadagi police visited the 
spot, conducted an inspection, 
and registered a case against 
unknown persons based on a 
complaint from locals. Police 
are examining CCTV footage, 
questioning residents, and 
have stepped up patrols. 

District-level 
cereal products 

cooking 
competition 

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The Agriculture Department 
h a s  o rg a n i s e d  a  D i s -
trict-Level Cereals and Land 
Races Products Cooking 
Competition in Chikka-
ballapur district with the 
objective of promoting nu-
tritional awareness and re-
viving traditional food prac-
tices. 

The competition is open 
to the general public of the 
district, and interested par-
ticipants have been invited 
to submit their applications 
within the stipulated dead-
line. 

According to officials, 
candidates must submit their 
applications along with a re-
cent photograph, name, ad-
dress, details of the dish to 
be prepared, ingredients re-
quired, time taken for prepa-
ration, and a brief descrip-
tion of the cooking method. 
Applications should be sub-
mitted on or before Decem-
ber 24 through email to 
jdacbp2025@yahoo.com or 
jdacbp@gmail.com.
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Children’s grievance 

redressal 
programme held

Chitradurga
Stressing the critical role 

of education in na-
tion-building, Karnataka 

State Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights 

member Dr. K.T. Thip-
peswamy said that de-

priving children of educa-
tion would hinder the 

overall development of 
the country. He was 

speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Complaint Ac-

ceptance and Dialogue 
Programme with Children 
held at the Gurushante-
shwara Dasoha Auditori-
um in Sirigere, Chitradur-
ga taluk, on Friday. The 
programme was jointly 

organised by the Karnata-
ka State Commission for 

the Protection of Child 
Rights, Taluk Administra-

tion, Taluk Panchayat, 
School Education.

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj, 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ,

«zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, PÉ.Dgï.ªÀÈvÀÛ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ
PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï), ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï 
«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ EªÀgÀ ªÀw¬ÄAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
KW-1 & KW-2 STD µÀgÀwÛUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÖAvÉ E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï PÉ.¦.¦. 
ªÀÄÆ®PÀ DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀ PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwÛzÉ

PÀæ.
¸ÀA.

PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ
mÉAqÀgïVlÖ 
ªÉÆvÀÛ (gÀÆ.
®PëÀUÀ¼À°è)

1 PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29467 16.71
2 PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29464 18.56
3 PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29466 39.62
4 PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29345/Call-2 8.30

5 PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29296/Call-2 
(CAT-II (A)) 5.92

6 PWD/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT29272/Call-2 
CAT-II (A) 8.33

ªÉÄÃ°£À mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À°è ¨sÁUÀªÀ»¸À®Ä EaÒ¸ÀÄªÀªÀgÀÄ ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï: 
https:// kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/portal-home £À°è mÉAqÀgï 
qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß qË£ï¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ:18.12.2025 
jAzÀ 26.12.2025, 16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ̈ sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgï 
»AwgÀÄV¸ÀÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 26.12.2025 gÀAzÀÄ 16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ JAzÀÄ 
¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ. mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï£À°è 
¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ F PÉ¼ÀUÉ ¸À» ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ 
C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ°è PÉ®¸ÀzÀ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ. 

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ(«) 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/4541/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

The Bengaluru North City Corporation (BNCC) invites 
Request for Proposal from interested Firms / Organization 
those Who have done similar type of work for Consultancy 
Services for Preparation of Survey, Designs, Drawing, 
Estimate Preparation of tender papers and Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) for the below work invited through 
e-procurement system by the Executive Engineer, Yelahanka 
Division, Zone-2, BNCC, Bengaluru-560 064.

Calender of events: (1) Tender documents may be 
downloaded from the e-procurement portal of the  
Government of Karnataka from 20.12.2025. (2) Date of Pre 
bid meeting at the office of the Executive Engineer (Yelahanka 
Division) on 23.12.2025 at 4:00 p.m. (3) Tenders must be 
submitted online through e-procurement portal on or before 
4:00 p.m. on 29.12.2025 and the opening of tenders will 
be as per the e-procurement portal guidelines.(4) Technical 
bids will be opened on the website https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in in the office of the Executive Engineer (Yelahanka 
Division) on 30.12.2025 at 4:00 p.m. Further details may be 
obtained from the above office during office hours or website 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

No.: BNCC/EE/YNK.D/KPPP/03/2025-26 Date: 19.12.2025

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Yelahanka Division, BNCC

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)
(Two Cover System) (Short Term - Tender Notification)
(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

Sl. 
No. Name of the Project

1

Consultancy services for preparation of Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) including Field Survey, General 
and Technical Reports, Basic and Detailed drawings 
and Detailed cost Estimates for ‘‘Comprehensive 
Development of roads drains, footpaths, parks, sports 
facilities and educational buildings in Yelahanka 
Division’’. Approximate value of work (Rs. in Lakhs): 
20.00, EMD Amount: Rs. 1,00,000/-.

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION
Office of the Executive Engineer,  

Yelahanka Division, Bengaluru-560064

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Authorities move to dissolve 
defunct Souharda cooperatives

Authorities have initiated steps to dissolve inactive Souharda cooperative 
societies in Chitradurga district under the Karnataka Souharda Act

CHITRADURGA

The Assistant Registrar of Co-
operative Societies, Chitradu-
rga Sub-Division, has initiat-
ed action to wind up several 
Souharda cooperative societ-
ies in Chitradurga district that 
have remained defunct for an 
extended period. According to 
an official release, these soci-
eties were registered under 
the Karnataka Souharda Co-
operative Act, 1997, but failed 
to function in accordance with 
their bylaws, leading to their 
current inactive status.

The authorities stated that 
as these cooperatives have not 
carried out any operational 
activities, steps are being tak-
en to formally dissolve them 
as per legal provisions. Mem-

bers or stakeholders of the 
concerned societies have been 
given an opportunity to raise 
objections, if any. They have 
been instructed to submit their 
objections within 15 days 
from the date of this notifica-
tion to the office of the Assis-
tant Registrar of Cooperative 
Societies, Chitradurga.

As of March 31, 2025, a to-
tal of five Souharda coopera-
tive societies of different cat-

egories have been identified 
as defunct. These include the 
Chitradurga Contractor Patti-
na Souharda Cooperative lo-
cated in the Public Works 
Department office premises in 
Chitradurga city; the Valmiki 
Pattina Souharda Cooperative 
situated on Huliyaru Road in 
Hiriyur taluk; and the Sevan-
iratha Noukarara Vividhodde-
sha Souharda Cooperative 
functioning from Taluk Pan-

chayat Shop No. 2 at T.B. Cir-
cle in Hosadurga town.

The list also includes the 
Ma Pattina Souharda Cooper-
ative located at Srihari Shop-
ping Complex on Chitradurga 
Road in Challakere taluk, and 
the Sangolli Rayanna Pattina 
Souharda Cooperative situat-
ed on H.R. Road in Molakal-
muru taluk, above the DCC 
Bank building at Krishnamur-
thy Building.

Officials clarified that the 
move is intended to stream-
line the cooperative sector, 
ensure compliance with regu-
lations, and prevent the accu-
mulation of non-functional 
entities. Further action will be 
taken after reviewing objec-
tions, if received, within the 
stipulated period.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general public one 
Smt. G.Bhanumathi, wife of Gajendra, resident 
of No. 144/2, Ranganatha Layout, Harohalli 
Townhas obtained the loan from Union Bank 
of India (Erstwhile Andhra Bank), Harohalli 
Branch, and pledged the documents in respect 
of the property mentioned below. Now the said 
G.Bhanumathi has approached another Bank 
for enhancement of loan and got the loan 
discharged and received some documents and 
at the same time, some of the documents have 
been misplaced previously at the time of merging 
of Andhra Bank with the Union Bank of India, the 
said documents got misplaced and are presently 
not traceable despite a thorough search 
conducted by the Bank which are as follows:
1. Original Registered Sale Deed dated 30-
09-2006, registered asDocument No. KNK-1-
05122/2006-07, CD No. KNKD 59, Book–1, 
registered on 19-10-2006, executed by Smt. 
Byramma, wife of Nagaraja Shetty, in favour of 
M.Mallappa, son of Madaiah, KelagalaBeedhi, 
Harohalli Village, Harohalli Hobli, Kanakapura 
Taluk. 2. Three Certified Copies issued by Gram 
Panchayath, Harohalli: Three Nos. of Certified 
copies of Demand Register Extract (Year 2006–
07) in respect of Katha No. 560/423B/493/3.
3.Approved Plan issued by Gram Panchayath, 
Harohalli. Members of the public are hereby 
cautioned not to deal with or act upon the above 
documents, if found, as they are misplaced 
and may be misused. Complaint of missed 
documents already reported to Bengaluru 
South police authority via Lost Report No 
1958261/2025 dated 16.12.2025.

SCHEDULE:
Property bearing Old Kaneshumari No. 
560/423B/493/3, New No. 560/423B/493/3 
measuring East to West 40 feet, North to South 
30 feet, situated at: Harohalli Village, Harohalli 
Gram Panchayath, (erstwhile Kanakapura 
Taluk) presently Harohalli Taluk, (erstwhile 
Ramanagara District) presently Bengaluru South 
District and bounded on the: EAST BY : Private 
property sold by Nandi Sanjeevappa Bettappa, 
WEST BY : 20 feet road, NORTH BY 
: Property No. 4 belonging to Suresh, SOUTH BY 
: Property No. 2 belonging to H.V.Vijaykumari.
This notice is issued in the interest of the Bank 
and the concerned customer.
If anyone finds any of the above documents, they 
are requested to immediately return them to the:
Manager, Union Bank of India,
Harohalli Branch, Harohalli Town.
Contact: 9321414581 Smt. G.Bhanumathi, 
W/o Gajendra, No. 144/2, Ranganatha Layout, 
Bengaluru South District.

Ten e-bikes handed over 
to boost rural healthcare
CHIKKABALLAPURA

In a significant boost to rural health ser-
vices, ten electric bikes were handed 
over to the District Health and Family 
Welfare Department under a Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative 
in Chikkaballapura on Friday. The han-
dover took place at the District Admin-
istration Building premises as part of an 
integrated rural development pro-
gramme aimed at improving healthcare 
accessibility in remote areas.

The initiative was implemented under 
the Grameena Rising programme, or-
ganised in collaboration with United 
Way Bengaluru (UWBe) Mall. The pro-
gramme seeks to enhance last-mile con-
nectivity and support field-level health 
workers by providing eco-friendly and 
cost-effective transportation facilities.

District Commissioner P.N. Ravindra 
formally inaugurated the programme 
and flagged off the e-bikes, marking 
their official handover to the District 
Health and Family Welfare Officer’s 
office. Speaking on the occasion, offi-
cials noted that the e-bikes would play 
a crucial role in improving the mobility 
of health staff, especially in rural and 
semi-urban regions of the district.

Under the distribution plan, one 
e-bike has been allocated to Chikka-
ballapura taluk, three each to Chintam-
ani and Gauribidanur taluks, one to 
Gudibande, and two to Sidlaghatta. The 
allocation was done keeping in mind 
the geographical spread and healthcare 
requirements of each taluk.

Officials said the e-bikes will be used 
by health personnel for field visits, 
monitoring health programmes, immu-

nisation drives, maternal and child 
health services, and other public 
health-related activities. The use of 
electric vehicles is also expected to 
reduce fuel costs and contribute to-
wards environmental sustainability.

Several senior officials were present 
during the handover ceremony, includ-
ing Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Dr. N. Bhaskar, District Health and 
Family Welfare Officer Dr. S.S. Ma-
hesh Kumar, District Health and Re-
productive Officer Dr. Santosh, repre-
sentatives and heads of United Way 
Bengaluru, along with health depart-
ment staff and other officials. District 
Commissioner P.N. Ravindra appreci-
ated the support extended by United 
Way Bengaluru and stated that pub-
lic-private collaboration is essential for 
strengthening grassroots service deliv-
ery. Health officials expressed confi-
dence that the initiative would enhance 
efficiency and ensure better outreach to 
beneficiaries in rural areas.

Ten electric bikes were 
handed over to the Health 
Department to strengthen 
rural outreach services in 
Chikkaballapura district

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Smt.D.Roj Mary W/o. Arokya Das, R/at. No:122, 
8th Cross, Gandhinagar, Kadugondanahalli, 
Bengalore- 560045, I hereby state that.
I, acquired property bearing Site No:122, in portion 
of property No:12, 13 & 14 situated at 8th cross, 
Gandhinagar, Kadugondanahalli village, BBMP Ward 
No: 23, Kasaba Hobli, Bangalore North Taluk, from 
Dasrajan under registered sale deed dated: 04-08-
2021, vide No: HBB-1-01276/2021-22. I am taking 
loan from the Muthoot Housing Finance Company 
limited, if anybody have any objections or any civil 
and revenue suits or any right, title or interest 
regarding the aforesaid property, they may kindly 
submits the documents to me or my advocate within 
one week of this paper publication.

A.M.Chickkerappa, Advocate,
R/at Opposite Prashanthi Balamandira, 

Vapasandra, North Extension, 
Chickballapur Town  Mob.No:9845577307, 

My Mob.No 9845331968.
Dated: 19-12-2025

Deadline extended for application 
to SC welfare committees

 CHIKKABALLAPURA

The District Administration 
has extended the deadline for 
submission of applications for 
the selection of members and 
representatives to the dis-
trict-level advisory and mon-
itoring committees of the 
Scheduled Caste Welfare De-
partment for the year 2025–
26. The extension has been 
granted to provide additional 
time for eligible applicants to 
complete procedures and sub-
mit applications with all re-
quired documents.

According to an official re-
lease issued on December 19, 
the last date for submitting 
applications has now been ex-
tended till December 30. Ear-
lier, the department had invit-
ed applications from eligible 
persons belonging to Sched-
uled Caste communities for 
appointment to the dis-
trict-level committees. Offi-
cials said the extension would 
benefit applicants who could 
not apply within the earlier 

stipulated period.
Applicants are required to 

submit their applications 
along with certified copies of 
relevant supporting docu-
ments. Submissions must be 
made in person or through the 
prescribed mode at the office 
of the District Scheduled Caste 
Welfare Department, located 
in Room No. SB-08, second 
floor, District Administration 
Building, Chikkaballapura. 
Authorities clarified that only 
complete applications accom-
panied by verified and authen-
ticated copies of documents 
will be taken up for scrutiny. 
Applications that are incom-
plete or received after the re-
vised deadline of December 30 
will not be entertained under 
any circumstances.

The district-level commit-
tees play a key role in moni-
toring the implementation of 
welfare schemes, addressing 
grievances, and ensuring ef-
fective delivery of benefits to 
Scheduled Caste communities 
overall.

Valmiki Scheme: Landowners 
asked to submit consent letters 
CHITRADURGA

The District Manager of the Karnataka 
Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes 
Development Corporation has issued a 
notice calling upon landowners willing 
to sell land under the Land Ownership 
Scheme to submit their consent letters 
within the stipulated deadline. The di-
rective was issued on December 19 as 
part of preparations for implementing 
the scheme during the 2025–26 finan-
cial year.

Under the Land Ownership Scheme 
of the Valmiki Development Corpora-
tion, applications are being invited from 
eligible beneficiaries to avail loan facil-

ities for purchasing land. In this con-
text, landowners belonging to commu-
nities other than Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, who are willing to 
sell their land for the scheme, have 
been asked to come forward and sub-
mit the necessary documents.

Interested landowners must ap-
proach the District Office of the Kar-
nataka Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled 
Tribes Development Corporation and 
submit relevant land ownership docu-
ments, caste certificate, and a duly 
signed consent letter. All required doc-
uments must be submitted on or be-
fore December 31, according to the 
official notification.

Women, farmers 
protest alleged 

land grab 
HAROHALLI

Strong opposition 
erupted in Harohalli as 
women activists associ-
ated with the GBA and 
farmers’ groups ac-
cused the government 
of attempting to forci-
bly grab agricultural 
land in Bidadi, Kan-
chugaranahalli, and sur-
rounding areas. Speak-
ing at a public meeting, 
the activists declared 
that they would not sur-
render even an inch of 
land, asserting that their 
struggle was a matter of 
survival and dignity.  

Man killed in 
bull attack while 
walking on road 

ANEKAL

A tragic incident was re-
ported from Hulimangala 
village in Anekal taluk, 
where a 77-year-old man 
died on the spot after be-
ing attacked by a bull 
while walking along the 
road. The incident has 
shocked residents and 
raised serious concerns 
about the growing menace 
of stray cattle in residen-
tial areas.

The deceased has been 
identified as Rama Reddy, 
a long-time resident of 
Hulimangala village. Ac-
cording to police sources, 
he was on his regular 
morning walk along Huli-
mangala Road when the 
incident occurred. Locals 
said Rama Reddy fol-
lowed the same routine 
daily and was well known 
in the neighbourhood.

While walking, a bull 
suddenly charged at him 
from behind without 
warning. The impact 
knocked him to the 
ground, causing fatal inju-
ries. He died instantly, 
leaving no time for by-
standers to intervene.

A CCTV camera near 
the spot captured the inci-
dent, showing the attack 
lasting barely five sec-
onds. The footage has cir-
culated among villagers, 
triggering fear and anger.
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Awareness grows as ‘No PUC, No Fuel’ rule takes effect 
NEW DELHI

A day after Delhi enforced the 
‘No PUC, No Fuel’ rule, com-
muter awareness has in-
creased, with many voluntari-
ly showing pollution-un-
der-control certificates before 
refuelling.

Nischal Singhania, president 
of the Delhi Petrol Dealers’ 
Association, said compliance 
levels are improving, though 
queues at PUC centres remain 
long. Fuel sales have dipped at 
some border areas, including 
Badarpur, as commuters adjust 
to the mandatory checks. 

Some pump owners reported 
reduced sales, while customers 
increasingly carry PUC docu-
ments themselves.

However, enforcement re-
mains uneven across the city. 
At certain petrol pumps, com-
muters reported buying fuel 
without verification, with no 
police presence. Piyush, a 
commuter on Rohtak Road, 
said checks were not conduct-
ed at his pump, while Bhu-
shan Singh observed normal 
operations at Gulabi Bagh.

Traffic police and transport 
department teams were de-
ployed at city entry points, toll 

plazas, and petrol pumps to 
ensure compliance. Officers 
used smart number plate rec-
ognition devices to verify doc-
uments and issue challans. At 
Bijwasan toll plaza on Dwarka 

Expressway, many vehicles 
slowed down or took sudden 
U-turns to avoid checks, caus-
ing brief congestion.

A senior traffic officer said 
strategic deployment near toll 

points ensures smoother 
checks with minimal traffic 
disruption.  Information 
boards have been installed at 
Delhi-UP and Haryana-Delhi 
borders to raise awareness 
about GRAP-IV norms. Over 
100 traffic teams are actively 
monitoring entry and exit 
points, highways, and ex-
pressways to enforce pollu-
tion norms and restrict 
non-compliant vehicles.

The overall focus is on im-
proving compliance through 
awareness while preventing 
entry of vehicles that fail BS-
VI and PUC regulations.

PUC CHECKS

QUICK READ

Elephant kills  
third person in  
Korba district

Delhi pharma owner 
arrested for drug 

trafficking

Rajasthan govt  
to hold local polls  

by April

Korba
A 35-year-old man, Ma-
hendra Singh, was killed 
by a rogue elephant on 

Friday morning in Gaurbo-
ra village, Korba. This 

marks the third attack by 
the same tusker in three 

days. The incident oc-
curred around 6 am when 

Singh was sitting on his 
veranda warming himself 
by a fire. Korba Divisional 
Forest Officer Premlata 
Yadav confirmed the at-
tack, urging villagers to 

stay cautious as authori-
ties work to track the ele-
phant and prevent further 

incidents.

Jammu
Jatish Babbar, owner of a 
Delhi-based pharmaceu-

tical company, was ar-
rested by Jammu and 
Kashmir Police’s An-

ti-Narcotics Task Force on 
Friday for drug trafficking. 
Officials said Babbar is in-

volved in multiple cases 
of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances. He 
is a known trafficker and 
linked to three separate 

NDPS cases registered at 
ANTF police station in 

Jammu. Police called the 
arrest a major break-

through in curbing drug 
networks in the Union 

Territory.

New Delhi
The Rajasthan govern-
ment assured the Su-
preme Court on Friday 

that panchayat and mu-
nicipal corporation elec-

tions will be conducted by 
April 2026. The bench, 

headed by Chief Justice 
Surya Kant, refused to in-
terfere with the Rajasthan 
High Court’s order setting 

the poll deadline. The 
court disposed of a plea 
by Congress leader San-

yam Lodha, who had 
sought immediate elec-
tions, citing delays. Au-

thorities confirmed 
preparations are under-

way to ensure local body 
polls are held on schedule 

across the state.

Lok Sabha achieves 111 percent 
productivity this session

Sixth session of 18th Lok Sabha ended Friday with record productivity, 
debates, multiple bills passed, and legislative activity

NEW DELHI

The Sixth session of the 18th 
Lok Sabha, which began on 
December 1, concluded on 
Friday, with Speaker Om Bir-
la highlighting the House’s 
111 per cent productivity. A 
total of 15 sittings were held, 
covering 92 hours and 25 
minu tes ,  inc lud ing  an 
11-hour-and-32-minute dis-
cussion on the national song 
"Vande Mataram."

During the session, 10 gov-
ernment Bills were introduced 
and eight passed, including 

the Viksit Bharat – Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion Bill, the Manipur GST 
(Second Amendment) Bill, 
the Central Excise (Amend-
ment) Bill, and the Sustain-
able Harnessing and Ad-

vancement of Nuclear Energy 
for Transforming India Bill, 
among others.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi led the discussion on 
the 150th anniversary of 
"Vande Mataram," while 
electoral reforms were debat-
ed for nearly 13 hours, with 
participation from 63 mem-
bers. The House admitted 300 
starred questions, answered 
72 orally, and admitted 3,449 
unstarred questions. Members 
raised 408 matters of urgent 
public importance during 
Zero Hour, and 372 matters 

under Rule 377.
In addition, 35 statements 

were made under Direction 
73A, and 38 statements under 
Rule 372, with 2,116 papers 
laid on the Table. Forty-one 
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee reports were presented. 
Private Members introduced 
137 bills, and a resolution by 
Congress MP Shafi Parambil 
was withdrawn after discus-
sion. The session also saw the 
official visit of Shalva Pap-
uashvili, Chairman of the Par-
liament of Georgia, welcomed 
by the Indian Parliament.

Integrity crucial 
in civil service 

recruitment: Prez
HYDERABAD

President Droupadi Murmu 
on Friday called on Public 
Service Commissions across 
India to ensure honesty and 
integrity remain non-negotia-
ble in civil service recruit-
ment. Speaking at the nation-
al conference of Chairpersons 
of State Public Service Com-
missions in Hyderabad, she 
said skill gaps can be ad-
dressed through training, but 
lack of integrity creates irre-
versible challenges.

She emphasised that aspir-
ing civil servants must com-
mit to serving marginalised 
communities and be sensitive 
to women’s needs. Civil ser-
vants, as the “permanent ex-
ecutive,” provide continuity, 
impartiality, and stability, 
making their competence and 
ethics vital for implementing 
policies effectively.

The President also high-
lighted the need for Public 
Service Commissions to pre-
pare for emerging challenges 
in technology, transparency, 
and governance credibility. 
She urged building globally 
competitive, future-ready 
teams to support India’s rap-
id economic growth and the 
vision of becoming the 
w o r l d ’s  t h i r d - l a r g e s t  

economy by 2047.
Murmu reminded that the 

Constitution recognises the 
critical role of Public Service 
Commissions in ensuring so-
cial, economic, and political 
justice, equality of status and 
opportunity, and promoting 
both equality and equity. She 
expressed confidence that 
these commissions will con-
tinue to shape a capable and 
ethical civil service.

Telangana Governor Jishnu 
Dev Varma, University Grants 
Commission Chairman Vineer 
Joshi, and other dignitaries 
attended the conference, sup-
porting the President’s call for 
strong, ethical, and people-fo-
cused civil services.

President Murmu urges 
public service 

commissions to prioritise 
honesty and gender 

sensitivity while 
recruiting civil servants 

for effective, people-
centric governance

India seeks Netherlands 
support in EU trade talks

Jaishankar says India enters decisive phase in EU free trade 
talks, seeking Netherlands support amid deepening bilateral ties

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar highlighted that 
India is entering a “deci-
sive phase” in negotiations 
with the European Union 
on a free trade agreement. 
Speaking with Netherlands 
Foreign Minister David 
van Weel, he emphasised 
the importance of support 
from key EU members, in-
cluding the Netherlands.

Jaishankar noted the 
strong bilateral ties with 
the Netherlands, describing 
it as a key EU partner. He 
pointed out that recent 
agreements have expanded 
cooperation, particularly in 
trade, security, defence, 
and emerging technologies, 
while stressing there is po-
tential to further raise the 
ambition of the relation-
ship. He also expressed in-

terest in the Netherlands’ 
views on global and re-
gional developments.

Van Weel underlined the 
need for democracies to col-
laborate amid changing 
geopolitics. He praised 
progress in bilateral engage-
ment and welcomed the 
signing of a Letter of Intent 
to enhance cooperation in 
security, defence, and tech-
nology. He noted that de-
spite differences in size, the 
two countries share similar 
perspectives and are keen to 
strengthen ties.

Earlier, Jaishankar met 
m e m b e r s  o f  I n d i a ’s 
multi-party parliamentary 
delegations who represent-
ed the country at the Unit-
ed Nations General Assem-
bly. He appreciated their 
efforts in presenting India’s 
views on global issues and 
engaging effectively with 
international counterparts. 
The meeting allowed the 
minister to hear directly 
from the parliamentarians 
about their experiences and 
feedback from the UNGA 
sessions.

Jaishankar thanked the 
delegates for articulating 
India’s positions on inter-
national platforms, rein-
forcing the country’s com-
mitment to multilateral di-
plomacy while seeking 
strategic support from the 
Netherlands in the ongoing 
EU free trade negotiations.

SIR exercise sparks 
fear among Bengal’s 

Matua voters

KOLKATA

The Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls in West Bengal has 
unsettled the BJP’s Matua 
vote base ahead of the 
2026 assembly elections. 
The draft rolls and the sec-
ond phase of hearings have 
created anxiety among the 
Matua community, a Dalit 
Hindu refugee group from 
Bangladesh, in around 
40–50 key seats the party 
has relied on since 2019.

Statewide, 58.2 lakh 
names were excluded from 
draft rolls, reducing the 
electorate from 7.66 crore 
to 7.08 crore. Around 1.36 
crore entries have logical 
discrepancies, and nearly 
30 lakh voters are un-
mapped, many of whom 
belong to the Matua com-
munity. Voters flagged in 
the SIR process must pro-
duce prescribed documents, 
but many families, dis-
placed over decades, lack 
formal records. Citizenship 
Amendment Act certifi-
cates or applications are 
reportedly not being ac-
cepted in verification, leav-
ing thousands uncertain.

In Thakurnagar, the spir-

itual and political centre of 
the Matua movement, res-
idents expressed fear over 
possible exclusion. Many 
have Aadhaar and voter 
cards but worry these may 
be insufficient. EC offi-
cials stated hearings will 
continue until January 15, 
with final rolls published 
on February 14.

The BJP’s rise in West 
Bengal since 2019 relied 
heavily on Matua support, 
particularly in Bongaon 
and Ranaghat, where the 
party performed strongly 
in Lok Sabha and assem-
bly elections. Analysts 
warn that if large numbers 
of Matua voters fail verifi-
cation, it could hurt the 
BJP’s prospects in nearly 
50 assembly seats, includ-
ing 30 reserved constituen-
cies in Nadia and North 
and South 24 Parganas.

Political leaders from 
both sides have expressed 
concern. While TMC 
claims Matuas risk losing 
voting rights, BJP leaders 
argue Aadhaar with sup-
porting documents will 
suffice. Observers suggest 
the SIR exercise may chal-
lenge the BJP’s hold over 
its core voter base.

Congress demands CM Vijayan to 
apologise over police brutality

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Opposition leader V.D. 
Satheesan on Friday demand-
ed that Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan apologise for 
failing to act on a 2024 com-
plaint about the alleged brutal 
assault of a pregnant woman 
and her family by police per-
sonnel. Satheesan said the 
Chief Minister, who also 
holds the Home portfolio, was 
aware of the incident but 
chose not to intervene, allow-
ing it to be suppressed.

According to the Opposi-
tion, the woman’s husband 
was taken into custody over a 
minor issue, detained, and 
subjected to severe assault. 
When the woman reached the 
station with her children to 
protest, she too was allegedly 
assaulted. Satheesan de-
scribed the incident as un-
precedented, saying assault-
ing a pregnant woman in a 
police station was unheard of. 
He added that the case only 
came to light after reaching 
the courts.

Satheesan demanded a thor-
ough investigation and action 
against all responsible person-
nel. He also sought a probe 
into whether senior police of-
ficers or officials from the 
Chief Minister’s Office had 
shielded the errant staff. Crit-
icising police excesses and 
corruption under the current 
government, he alleged that 
even senior officers facilitated 
parole for criminals in ex-
change for bribes.

Referring to previous in-
stances of police misconduct, 
including a case involving a 
Youth Congress leader in 

Thrissur, Satheesan accused 
t h e  C P I ( M )  a n d  t h e  
Chief Minister’s Office of 
shielding guilty officers and 
failing to honour Assembly 
assurances.

Meanwhile, the police offi-
cer Prathapachandran, ac-
cused of assaulting the preg-
nant woman, has been sus-
pended. The victim has stated 
that her family will pursue 
legal action, claiming other 
police officials also humiliat-
ed her. The case surfaced after 
a video of the assault went 
viral, drawing widespread 
public attention.

Video of Manjhi 
sparks Bihar 
‘vote chori’ 
controversy

PATNA

A controversy has erupted in 
Bihar after a video of Union 
Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi 
surfaced, appearing to show 
him claiming he “helped” a 
candidate trailing in an as-
sembly election. The video, 
reportedly from Manjhi’s 
Gaya Lok Sabha constituency, 
was shared by the opposition 
RJD-Congress combine, 
which lost the recent elec-
tions, as “proof of vote chori” 
by the BJP-led NDA.

In the video, the former Bi-
har Chief Minister, who heads 

the Hindustani 
Awam Morcha, 
is heard refer-
ring to the Ti-
kari assembly 
segment.  He 

allegedly said that in the 2020 
polls, his party candidate Anil 
Kumar was trailing by 2,700 
votes, and after Manjhi con-
tacted the officials, the candi-
date was declared the winner. 
In the recent elections, the 
same candidate lost by 1,600 
votes. Manjhi said nothing 
could be done this time as the 
candidate chose to concede, 
they could not independently 
verify the video.

The RJD, which regained 
Tikari but saw its tally drop 
from 75 to 25 seats, shared the 
video on social media, accus-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the Election Com-
mission of trying to manipu-
late votes. Bihar Congress also 
condemned the incident, call-
ing it “vote dacoity.”

Manjhi responded angrily, 
claiming the video was tam-
pered with and posted to de-
fame him. He said he will not 
be intimidated and empha-
sized his identity as a leader 
from the Musahar community.

SC overturns murder conviction 
over last seen evidence

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday 
overturned the life sentence of 
an accused in a 21-year-old 
murder case, ruling that a 
conviction cannot be based 
solely on the “last seen to-
gether” theory without a com-
plete chain of circumstantial 
evidence. A bench of Justices 
Sanjay Karol and Prashant 
Kumar Mishra set aside the 
Chhattisgarh High Court and 
trial court judgments, which 
had convicted the appellant 
under Sections 302 and 201 
of the IPC, awarding life im-
prisonment for murder and 
five years for destroying  
evidence.

The prosecution claimed 
the appellant and others lured 
a tractor driver under the pre-
text of collecting cable wire. 
The driver was later found 
dead with burn injuries. While 
five co-accused were acquit-
ted, the appellant was con-
victed mainly based on wit-
ness testimony regarding last-
seen circumstances.

The Supreme Court empha-
sised that circumstantial evi-
dence must form a complete 
and coherent chain, pointing 

solely to the accused’s guilt. 
“Circumstantial evidence can 
support conviction only when 
wholly inconsistent with in-
nocence and consistent only 
with guilt,” the bench said, 
rejecting the sole reliance on 
last-seen testimony.

The court also criticised the 
High Court’s use of Section 
106 of the Evidence Act, not-
ing that failure to explain sep-
aration from the deceased 
does not relieve the prosecu-
tion of proving guilt beyond 
reasonable doubt. The ab-
sence of motive or corrobora-
tive evidence further strength-
ened the benefit-of-doubt 
ruling.

“In this case, the evidence 
may raise suspicion, but it is 
not conclusive enough to con-
vict solely on last seen togeth-
er,” the bench observed. The 
Supreme Court acquitted the 
appellant of all charges and 
discharged his bail bonds, as 
he was already out on bail.
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Tiny village flags massive birth registration scam
YAVATMAL

Authorities in Maharashtra have 
launched a probe after a small 
village in Yavatmal district re-
ported an unusually high number 
of delayed birth registrations. 
The village, Shendursani in Arni 
taluka, has a population of about 
1,500, but records showed more 
than 27,000 delayed birth entries 
within just three months, raising 
serious concerns.

The issue came to light during 
a vigilance drive by the health 
department after the state gov-
ernment ordered the cancellation 
of illegal and delayed birth and 
death registrations. Officials 
checked records uploaded be-
tween September and November 
and were shocked by the figures 
shown in the Civil Registration 

System.
According to district officials, 

27,397 of the 27,398 birth en-
tries, along with seven death re-
cords, did not belong to Shen-
dursani gram panchayat. Such 

numbers were considered im-
possible for a village of its size 
and pointed to possible misuse 
of the system.

The District Health Officer 
informed the Yavatmal Zilla Par-

ishad Chief Executive Officer, 
following which an inquiry com-
mittee was formed and a de-
tailed investigation ordered. The 
case was also sent to the Deputy 
Director of Health Services in 
Pune for technical review.

A state level login audit later 
found that the gram panchayat’s 
registration ID was mapped to 
Mumbai. The matter was then 
referred to central agencies, in-
cluding the Registrar General of 
India and the National Informat-
ics Centre.

A technical report received on 
December 11 suggested possi-
ble cyber fraud, leading to a 
police case. Officials have 
warned registrars not to share 
login details and to report sus-
picious activity immediately 
promptly statewide.

REGISTRATION PROBE

QUICK READ

Live-in couples are 
legal, Allahabad HC 

orders protection

Migrant worker 
lynched in Palakkad, 

five arrested

Winter session ends 
early, pollution debate 

postponed

Prayagraj
The Allahabad High 
Court has said that 

live-in relationships are 
not illegal under Indian 

law and ordered the 
Uttar Pradesh police to 
protect 12 couples fac-
ing threats from their 
families. Justice Vivek 
Kumar Singh passed 

the order on December 
17 while hearing peti-

tions by 12 women. The 
court said two con-

senting adults can live 
together without inter-
ference. It cited the Do-

mestic Violence Act, 
noting protection ap-

plies even without 
marriage, and stressed 
the State’s duty to pro-

tect life, dignity and 
personal liberty.

Palakkad
A migrant worker from 

Chhattisgarh was 
lynched to death by a 
mob in Kerala’s Palak-
kad district after being 
suspected of theft, po-
lice said on Thursday. 

The victim, 31-year-old 
Ramnarayan Bhayar, 

had been working at an 
industrial estate in 

Kanjikode for about a 
month. Police said a 

group of locals at-
tacked him following 

the suspicion. Walayar 
police registered a 

murder case and ar-
rested five people. Fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway to trace others 

involved. Authorities 
warned against taking 
the law into one’s own 

hands.

New Delhi
Parliament was ad-

journed sine die on Fri-
day, ending the Winter 
Session abruptly and 

shelving the scheduled 
debate on Delhi’s air 

pollution. Both Lok Sab-
ha and Rajya Sabha ad-

journed indefinitely, 
stopping MPs from dis-
cussing the worsening 
public health crisis in 
the NCR. The debate 
was to address rising 
pollution levels and 

health risks. Delhi has 
seen repeated “very 

poor” air quality in re-
cent weeks. The sudden 
adjournment drew criti-

cism, as concerns af-
fecting millions of resi-

dents remain unad-
dressed for now.

PM Modi to launch major 
projects in Assam worth 15K cr

Modi’s Assam visit highlights fertilizer, airport projects boosting farmers, 
jobs, infrastructure, connectivity, and long-term growth in Northeast

GUWAHATI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit Assam to in-
augurate and lay foundation 
stones for projects worth Rs 
15,600 crore, aiming to boost 
infrastructure and develop-
ment across the state.

The Prime Minister’s two-
day visit, scheduled for Satur-
day and Sunday, will include 
the inauguration of the New 
Terminal Building at Lokapri-
ya Gopinath Bardoloi Interna-
tional Airport in Guwahati. 
Spread over nearly 1.4 lakh 
square metres, the terminal is 

designed to handle up to 1.3 
crore passengers annually. 
The building reflects Assam’s 
rich biodiversity and cultural 
heritage, with its design in-
spired by the theme “Bamboo 
Orchids.”

Officials said the new ter-
minal will significantly im-
prove passenger facilities and 

strengthen connectivity in the 
Northeast. It is expected to 
become a gateway for tourism 
and trade, offering modern 
amenities while showcasing 
local traditions.

During his visit, Modi will 
also perform Bhoomipujan 
for the Ammonia-Urea Fertil-
izer Project of Assam Valley 
Fertilizer and Chemical Com-
pany Limited at Namrup in 
Dibrugarh. This project is 
seen as a major step toward 
supporting farmers and boost-
ing agricultural productivity 
in the region.

The fertilizer plant will help 

meet the growing demand for 
urea and ammonia, reducing 
dependence on imports and 
ensuring timely supply for 
farmers. It is expected to gen-
erate employment opportuni-
ties and contribute to the local 
economy.

The Prime Minister’s visit 
highlights the government’s 
focus on strengthening infra-
structure, agriculture, and 
connectivity in Assam. With 
projects spanning aviation 
and fertilizer production, the 
initiatives are aimed at creat-
ing long-term benefits for the 
people of the state.

Adityanath alleges SP links 
in cough syrup racket 

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Friday said 
an initial probe into an illegal co-
deine based cough syrup racket 
has found links to the Samajwadi 
Party. He told reporters ahead of 
the Winter Session of the state 
assembly that people arrested by 
the Special Task Force and the 
police had political connections. 
Adityanath claimed that mafia 
networks earlier thrived under 
previous governments and said 
investigations would expose all 
those involved. He added that the 
assembly may see little business 
on Friday due to the sudden death 
of a legislator, but the govern-
ment would answer questions in 
the council or outside the House.

The chief minister said a state 
level Special Investigation Team 
is monitoring the case, with offi-
cers from the police and the Food 
and Drug Safety Administration 

working together. He said co-
deine phosphate used in cough 
syrup is regulated under the 
NDPS Act and by the Central 
Narcotics Bureau. Action was 
taken after complaints of misuse 
and illegal trafficking surfaced in 
several areas. According to him, 
large scale operations have un-
covered an organised supply 
chain and led to many arrests.

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav denied the charges, 
accusing the BJP of shielding 
those involved and claiming the 
multi-crore racket began in Uttar 
Pradesh, including Varanasi. 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
dismissed the claims, saying in-
vestigations would reveal the 
truth. Officials said 128 FIRs 
were filed across 28 districts.

UP Chief  Minister says early 
findings link arrested cough 

syrup traffickers to 
Samajwadi Party, while 

opposition counters with 
charges of  government 

protection

Rahul Gandhi slams 
Centre over new 

rural jobs law
NEW DELHI

Congress leader and Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi on Friday ac-
cused the Modi government of 
destroying the spirit of the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act by 
replacing it with a new rural 
employment law.

In a post on X, 
Gandhi said the 
Viksit Bharat Guar-
antee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) Bill had 
dismantled twenty years of 
progress made through MGN-
REGA. He claimed the new 
law was not a reform but a di-
lution of a rights-based system 
that protected rural workers.

Gandhi alleged that MGN-
REGA provided  a  de-
mand-driven guarantee of 
work, while the new law in-
troduced a rationed scheme 
controlled from the Centre. 
He said this change weakened 
states and villages by shifting 
decision-making to Delhi.

Highlighting MGNREGA’s 
impact, Gandhi said the 

scheme reduced exploitation, 
raised wages, checked distress 
migration, and improved rural 
infrastructure. According to 
him, the bargaining power 
given to workers was what 
the government now wanted 
to weaken.

Rahul Gandhi warned that 
capping workdays and adding 

restrictions under 
the new law would 
harm the rural 
poor. He highlight-
ed MGNREGA’s 
crucial role during 
Covid-19 in pre-

venting hunger and debt. Em-
phasising women’s participa-
tion, he said rationing would 
disproportionately affect 
women, Dalits, Adivasis, 
landless labourers, and poor 
OBCs. Gandhi criticised the 
Bill’s hurried passage in Par-
liament, noting the opposi-
tion’s request for a standing 
committee review was ig-
nored. Accusing PM Modi of 
centralising power, he assert-
ed that Congress would op-
pose the law, which promises 
125 days of rural employment 
annually.

Kerala High Court 
rejects bail in 

Sabarimala gold case
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on Friday denied 
bail to former Travancore Devaswom 
Board (TDB) president N Vasu and two 
former Board officials in connection 
with the loss of gold from the Sabarima-
la shrine. Besides Vasu, the court re-
fused relief to former Thiruvabharanam 
Commissioner K S Baiju and former 
TDB administrative officer B Murari 
Babu. The detailed orders on the bail 
pleas are yet to be released.

The Sabarimala gold loss is under in-
vestigation by a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) appointed by the Kerala 
High Court. The SIT has registered two 
separate cases regarding the missing 
gold, which included the gold-clad 
plates of the Dwarapalaka (guardian de-
ity) and the door frames of the Sreekov-
il (sanctum sanctorum).

Officials suspect that the prime ac-
cused, Unnikrishnan Potty, removed the 
gold plates after they were sent for elec-
troplating in 2019. The SIT’s probe con-
tinues to determine the extent of the al-
leged misappropriation.

So far, along with Potty, two former 
TDB presidents and four former em-
ployees of the Board have been arrested 
in connection with the case. Investiga-
tors are examining records and inter-
viewing officials to trace the missing 
gold and identify those responsible for 
the lapse in security.

Kejriwal extends Goa 
Liberation Day greetings
PANAJI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal on Friday extended warm 
greetings to the people of Goa 
on the occasion of Goa Liber-
ation Day, marking the 
state’s freedom from 
Portuguese rule on 
December 19, 1961.

In a post on X (for-
merly Twitter), Kejri-
wal said, “On the oc-
casion of Goa Liberation Day, 
I extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to the wonderful people 
of Goa. Let us honour our 
freedom fighters by pledging 
to build a corruption-free Goa 
with accessible healthcare, 
better roads, and employment 
opportunities for all.”

AAP leaders highlighted 

the party’s focus on gover-
nance reforms in Goa, partic-
ularly in public healthcare. In 
July 2023, the party launched 
its first ‘Good Health’ clinic 
in Benaulim, represented by 
AAP MLA Venzy Viegas. In-

spired by the Mohalla 
Clinic model success-
fully implemented in 
Delhi and Punjab, the 
clinic marked an im-
portant step in ex-
panding AAP’s out-

reach in the state.
The healthcare initiative 

was later extended to Velim 
constituency under AAP MLA 
Cruz Silva. Since then, the 
party has been conducting 
health camps across Salcete 
and nearby areas, aiming to 
provide affordable and quality 
healthcare to residents.
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Australia Declares 

Reflection Day After 
Sydney Attack

Mob Killing Raises 
Minority Safety Fears 

Bangladesh

Over 5,700 Afghan 
Refugees Return  

In One Day

Canberra
Australia has declared 

December 21 as a Day of 
Reflection to honour vic-
tims of the Sydney terror 

attack at Bondi Beach 
and to stand with the 

Jewish community. Fif-
teen people were killed 

and 41 injured. Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese 
said a national day of 
mourning will be held 

next year. Flags will fly at 
half-mast. Australians 

were urged to light can-
dles and observe silence. 

A candle lighting and 
minute of silence will 
mark one week since  

the attack.

Dhaka
Mob violence in Bangla-

desh has raised fresh fears 
about minority safety after 

a Hindu factory worker 
was killed in Mymensingh 
district. The incident hap-
pened on Thursday night 

at a garment factory in 
Bhaluka upazila. The vic-

tim, 30-year-old Dipu 
Chandra Das, was ac-

cused of insulting Islam 
during a workplace event. 
The claim spread quickly, 
triggering anger among 

workers and locals. A mob 
attacked him, killing him 

on the spot. Traffic on the 
Dhaka–Mymensingh high-

way was briefly halted.

Kabul
More than 5,700 Afghan 

refugees were forcibly 
sent back from Iran and 
Pakistan in a single day, 
a Taliban official said on 
Friday. Deputy spokes-

person Mullah Hamdul-
lah Fitrat said 1,084 

families, totaling 5,780 
people, returned through 
key border crossings. He 
added that many fami-

lies were helped to 
reach home areas and 

some received aid. Tele-
com companies also is-
sued SIM cards. The UN 
earlier reported a rise in 
Afghan migrant arrests 

in Pakistan.

China Slowdown Deepens As Investment Sales Fall
BEIJING

China economy showed deep-
er weakness in November as 
investment fell further and 
retail sales hit their weakest 
growth since COVID rules 
were lifted. Official data and 
reports pointed to slowing de-
mand, weak property activity, 
and limited consumer confi-
dence.

Industrial output rose 4.8 
percent year on year in No-
vember, easing from 4.9 per-
cent in October and missing 
forecasts of 5 percent. This 
was the slowest factory 

growth since August. Retail 
sales, a key sign of spending, 
grew just 1.3 percent, sharply 

lower than the 2.9 percent rise 
seen in October and the weak-
est since December 2022.

Economist Huang Zichun 
of Capital Economics said the 
numbers showed broad do-
mestic weakness, mainly due 
to lower government spend-
ing. He said policy support 
may bring a partial recovery, 
but overall growth is likely to 
stay weak through 2026.

Fixed asset investment out-
side rural households fell 2.6 
percent in the first eleven 
months, worse than the 1.7 
percent fall seen earlier this 
year. Statistics bureau official 
Fu Linghui said the drop was 
driven largely by falling real 
estate investment.

Property investment de-
clined 15.9 percent during the 
same period, deepening from 
earlier losses. Once a quarter 
of the economy, the property 
sector has struggled since mid 
2021, hurting household 
wealth and spending.

The crisis worsened in No-
vember as home prices fell 
across seventy major cities. 
New home sales by value 
dropped 11.2 percent in the 
first eleven months, adding 
pressure to an already slowing 
economy. Analysts expect 
challenges to persist next 
year.

CHINA SLOWDOWN DEEPENS

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Indian Envoy Praises Urakawa 
Support Strengthens Japan Ties
Indian envoy highlights local support while advancing broader India Japan partnership
TOKYO

India’s Ambassador-designate 
to Japan, Nagma M Mallick, 
met Urakawa Mayor Hiraku 
Ikeda on Friday and thanked 
him for the strong support ex-
tended to the Indian commu-
nity living in the country.

The Indian Embassy in Ja-
pan said the meeting reflected 
Urakawa’s welcoming ap-
proach and the mayor’s ef-
forts to ensure harmony, safe-
ty, and cooperation among 
residents, including foreign 
workers and families.

During the week, Mallick 
also held several high-level 
mee t ings  in  Tokyo  to 
strengthen the Special Strate-
gic and Global Partnership 
between India and Japan.

On Thursday, she met Min-
ister of State for Economic 

and Fiscal Policy Kiuchi Mi-
noru and discussed economic 
cooperation, fiscal coordina-
tion, and shared development 
priorities.

She also met Yasutoshi 
Nishimura, a member of Ja-
pan’s House of Representa-
tives and chair of the Japan 
India Parliamentary Friend-

ship Group.
The talks focused on issues 

of mutual interest and practi-
cal steps to deepen political 
trust, people-to-people ties, 
and long-term cooperation.

Earlier this week, Mallick 
met Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Fukushiro 
Nukaga to review the steady 

progress in bilateral relations.
India Japan ties have also 

gained momentum at the 
highest political level in re-
cent months. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi met Japanese 
Prime Minister Sanae Takaic-
hi on the sidelines of the G20 
Summit in Johannesburg on 
November twenty three.

Modi described the meeting 
as productive and said coop-
eration in innovation, de-
fence, talent mobility, and 
trade is vital for a better plan-
et. External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar earlier met his Jap-
anese counterpart Motegi 
Toshimitsu at the ASEAN 
Summit in Kuala Lumpur.

Both sides agreed to work 
closely to expand ties and im-
plement a shared vision for the 
next decade. This engagement 
underlines growing confidence.

EU Approves Aid, 
Zelenskyy Urges 
Russian Freeze

KYIV

Ukraine President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy on Friday wel-
comed the European Union 
decision to provide ninety bil-
lion euros in financial support 
for 2026 and 2027, calling it 
vital for national resilience 
during war with Russia.

He thanked EU leaders for 
approving the package and 
stressed that frozen Russian 
assets must remain blocked 
until Moscow pays compen-
sation. Zelenskyy said the 
guarantees give Ukraine sta-
bility for coming 
years and protect Eu-
rope’s shared future.

European Council 
President Antonio 
Costa announced the 
agreement after long 
talks in Brussels, say-
ing the bloc committed and 
delivered. The money will be 
given as an interest free loan 
raised through EU borrowing 
on capital markets.

European Commission 
President Ursula von der Ley-
en said leaders met with a 
clear aim to meet Ukraine ur-
gent funding needs and suc-
ceeded through focused dis-
cussions.

Former German chancellor 
Olaf Scholz said the decision 
sent a strong message to Mos-
cow and added that Russian 
assets would stay frozen until 

damages are paid.
The move followed Zelen-

skyy meetings with European 
leaders where he urged use of 
frozen Russian funds to sup-
port Ukraine economy and 
defence. He called such ac-
tion morally justified.

T h e  E u r o p e a n 
Union has asked the 
Commission to ex-
amine the possibility 
of a reparations loan 
using frozen Russian 
assets, though legal 
challenges persist. 

Belgium, which holds most of 
the funds, has expressed con-
cerns, leading to discussions 
with Prime Minister Bart De 
Wever. EU leaders confirmed 
that €210 billion in Russian 
assets will remain frozen until 
reparations are paid, after 
which Ukraine could use the 
money to repay EU loans. 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said talks also covered 
coordination with the US, en-
ergy support, reconstruction, 
and EU membership, while 
settlement talks remain unre-
solved.

EU backs Ukraine with 
major funding as 

Zelenskyy welcomes 
support and stresses 
frozen Russian assets 

must remain blocked until 
compensation is paid.

Rights group warns of growing sexual harassment  
targeting Chinese activists abroad

HRW Flags Rising Sexual Harassment 
Against Exiled Chinese Activists

NEW YORK

A new Human Rights Watch 
report has raised alarm over a 
rise in sexual harassment tar-
geting Chinese activists living 
in exile, calling it a worrying 
form of cross border repres-
sion.

The report says Chinese au-
thorities have long tried to 
silence critics overseas, but 
recent cases show a disturbing 
use of sexually explicit mate-
rial to intimidate and shame 
dissidents and their families.

Hong Kong activists Car-
men Lau and Ted Hui, now 
living abroad, face arrest war-
rants under the National Secu-
rity Law. Last week, they re-
vealed that unknown persons 
circulated sexually explicit 
deepfake images of them and 
their relatives in the United 
Kingdom and Australia.

Police in both countries 
have not identified those re-
sponsible. However, a Chi-
nese government spokesper-
son defended the pursuit of 
“wanted fugitives” as reason-
able, the report noted.

Human Rights Watch point-
ed to earlier evidence from 
2024 showing direct Chinese 
government involvement in 
similar harassment. Online 
accounts spread sexual threats 
against the teenage daughter 
of US based critic Deng Yuw-
en, later traced to Chinese se-
curity agencies.

The report said such tactics 
have increased in recent 
years. A 2022 study by the 
Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute also warned of grow-
ing gender based online at-
tacks against critics of Bei-
jing.

While not all harassment 

can be directly linked to the 
Chinese state, HRW said ar-
rest warrants, bounties, and 
hostile official rhetoric signal 
that exiled activists are ene-
mies, making them targets.

HRW urged governments to 
act against transnational re-
pression. It called for public 
condemnation, proper inves-
tigations, and reporting sys-
tems for diaspora communi-
ties.

The group also asked gov-
ernments to offer digital secu-
rity and mental health support 
to victims, ensuring exiled 
activists feel safe and protect-
ed in their new countries.

Baloch Rights 
Group Condemns 

Hajra Baloch 
Disappearance

BALOCHISTAN

Baloch Voice for Justice has 
condemned the enforced disap-
pearance of Hajra Baloch, wife 
of Sanaullah Baloch, alleging 
she was unlawfully detained by 
Pakistani security forces, in-
cluding the Counter Terrorism 
Department, from the Daru Ho-
tel area of Hub Chowki. The 
rights group called her disap-
pearance a serious violation of 
fundamental rights and inter-
national human rights law, 
highlighting a growing trend 
of repression in Balochistan. 
They cited similar cases over 
the past year, including Mah-
jabeen Baloch from Quetta, 
Nasreena Baloch from Hub 
Chowki, Raheema Baloch from 
Dalbandin, and Farzana Baloch 
from Khuzdar. According to the 
organisation, these incidents 
suggest a policy of targeting 
family members, particularly 
women, as part of broader 
crackdowns. The group urged 
the United Nations, internation-
al human rights bodies, and 
independent media to urgently 
address these violations and 
demanded the immediate re-
covery of all forcibly disap-
peared Baloch women.

Study Reveals Widespread Labour 
Violations In Karachi Factories

KARACHI

A recent study has highlighted 
widespread labour rights vio-
lations in Karachi and Faisal-
abad textile factories produc-
ing healthcare exports for 
Europe. The report, titled 
“Public Money, Private 
Harm”, was conducted with 
Swedwatch, AwazCDS-Paki-
stan, and NowCommunities, 
based on worker testimonies 
from both cities.

The findings pointed to se-
rious abuses, including long 
working hours, unsafe condi-
tions, lack of social protec-
tions, limited maternity bene-
fits, and gender pay gaps. 
Many workers do not have 
formal employment contracts, 

and women often earn far less 
than men despite performing 
the same tasks. Supervisory 
roles are mostly reserved for 
men, and workers are largely 
excluded from decision-mak-
ing processes.

The report criticised reliance 
on social audits and certifica-
tions, stating they frequently 
fail to detect or resolve labour 
violations. It emphasised that 
inadequate enforcement of Pa-

kistani labour laws and EU pro-
curement rules worsens these 
conditions. Farhat Parveen, 
Execut ive  Direc tor  of 
NowCommunities, said work-
ers in both formal and informal 
sectors face serious challenges, 
while Zia-ur-Rehman of 
AwazCDS-Pakistan noted that 
European countries, including 
Sweden, heavily depend on Pa-
kistani textile exports, high-
lighting the global supply 
chain’s role in perpetuating 
abuses. The study also cited 
the ITUC Global Rights Index 
2024, which ranks Pakistan 
among the worst countries for 
workers, noting insufficient 
legal protections for union ac-
tivities and limited real access 
to rights.

Kremlin Warns Seizure Of 
Russian Assets Unacceptable

MOSCOW

The Kremlin on Friday 
warned that the seizure of 
Russian assets will not go un-
punished, saying those re-
sponsible will face legal con-
sequences. Presidential Press 
Secretary Dmitry 
Peskov stated that in-
dividuals involved in 
such actions, whether 
collectively or indi-
vidually, will be held 
accountable.

The warning comes 
as European Union leaders 
failed to reach a deal on a rep-
arations loan for Ukraine, in-
stead agreeing to raise 90 bil-
lion euros in joint debt to fund 
the country over the next two 
years. Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, and Slovakia opted 

out of the scheme. EU leaders 
had initially sought to use im-
mobilised Russian assets in 
Belgium to provide a repara-
tions loan, but Belgian de-
mands for unlimited guaran-
tees blocked the plan. German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz led 

the efforts but was 
unable to secure the 
loan, prompting the 
move to joint debt fi-
nancing. Following 
the Brussels summit, 
European Commission 
President Ursula von 

der Leyen and Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen 
confirmed that EU support for 
Ukraine’s funding needs has 
been secured. Frederiksen told 
reporters, “The bottom line, af-
ter today, is that our support for 
Ukraine is guaranteed.”

Hindu man lynched, body set ablaze in Bangladesh
DHAKA

In yet another disturbing act 
of violence against minorities 
in Bangladesh, a young Hindu 
man was killed in a mob 
lynching in Bhaluka Upazila 
of Mymensingh district over 
allegations of insulting Islam, 
with his body subsequently 
set ablaze. 

The incident triggered 
heightened tension in the 

area, prompting a temporary 
halt of traffic on the Dha-
ka-Mymensingh highway.

The violence occurred on 
Thursday night at the Pioneer 
Knit Composite Factory in the 
Square Masterbari area of the 
upazila.

The deceased, identified as 
30-year-old Dipu Chandra 
Das, was a worker at the fac-
tory and a resident of Tara-
kanda upazila of Mymens-

ingh. Citing local and eyewit-
ness sources, Bangladeshi 
Bengali media outlet Barta 
Bazar reported that Dipu was 
accused of making derogatory 
comments about Islam and 
Prophet Muhammad during 
an event at the factory mark-
ing World Arabic Language 
Day. The allegations rapidly 
spread within the factory and 
surrounding areas, sparking 
tension.

US Commander Warns DMZ Should Remain Protected
SEOUL: The commander of US Forces Korea, General Xavier 
Brunson, on Friday urged that the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 
between North and South Korea should not be politicized, re-
sponding to a South Korean bill that seeks government control 
over non-military access to the buffer zone. Brunson, who also 
serves as commander of the UN Command, emphasized that 
the 1950-53 Korean War armistice must guide all actions re-
garding the DMZ. He said the UNC currently has authority to 
approve access and that altering these arrangements would vi-
olate the legal agreement.
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Centre releases over ₹ 94 cr to strengthen rural local bodies
DEHRADUN

The Centre has released Rs 
94.236 crore to strengthen ru-
ral local bodies in Uttara-
khand during the financial 
year 2025-26, according to a 
statement issued by the Min-
istry of Panchayati Raj on Fri-
day. The release includes the 
second instalment of Untied 
Grants for the Financial Year 
2024-25 amounting Rs 94.10 
crore for all eligible 13 dis-
trict panchayats, 95 block 
panchayats and 7,784 gram 
panchayats in the hill state. In 
addition, Rs 13.60 lakhs to-
wards the withheld portion of 
the first instalment of Untied 

Grants for FY 2024-25 has 
been released to 15 addition-
ally eligible gram panchayats.

The Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj and the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti (Department of Drink-

ing Water and Sanitation) rec-
ommend the release of XV 
FC Grants for RLBs/PRIs, 
which is subsequently re-
leased by the Ministry of Fi-
nance in two installments 

during a financial year.
Untied Grants are meant to 

be utilised by Rural Local 
Bodies/PRIs for location-spe-
cific felt needs under the 29 
subjects listed in the Eleventh 
Schedule of the Constitution, 
except for salaries and other 
establishment expenditures. 
Tied Grants, on the other 
hand, are earmarked for basic 
services relating to sanitation 
and maintenance of ODF sta-
tus including management 
and treatment of household 
waste, human excreta and fe-
cal sludge, and supply of 
drinking water, rainwater har-
vesting, and water recycling.

The government, through 

Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
and Ministry of Jal Shakti 
(Department of Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation), recom-
mends release of 15th Finance 
Commission grants to states 
for Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions, which are then released 
by the Ministry of Finance. 
The allocated Grants are rec-
ommended and released in 
two instalments in a financial 
year. Untied Grants may be 
utilised by panchayati raj in-
stitutions and rural local bod-
ies to meet location-specific 
needs under the 29 subjects 
listed in the Eleventh Sched-
ule, excluding salaries and 
establishment costs. 

₹94CR RURAL UTTARAKHAND
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Nifty to touch 29,094 

in 12 months supported 
by durable earnings

India’s direct tax 
collection clocks 8 pc 
growth at ₹ 17.05L cr

New Delhi
India’s benchmark index 

Nifty is expected to touch 
29,094 in one year based 

on long-term valuation 
averages and earnings 

durability, a report said on 
Friday. Wealth manage-

ment firm PL Wealth said 
in the report that India en-
ters the end of 2025 from 
a position of relative mac-

ro strength with re-
cord-low inflation, a dov-
ish monetary stance, re-
silient domestic demand 
and improved corporate 
earnings visibility. In the 

near term, large-cap 
stocks remain preferred 

due to their earnings sta-
bility and strong balance 

sheets, while selective ex-
posure to high-quality 

mid-cap names is being 
added as visibility im-

proves.

New Delhi
India’s net direct tax col-

lections recorded an 8 per 
cent growth to Rs 17.05 
lakh crore so far in the 
current financial year 

(2025-26), on the back of 
a steady growth in corpo-
rate tax receipts, accord-
ing to figures released by 
the Income Tax Depart-

ment on Friday. Net direct 
tax collections between 
April 1 and December 17, 

2025 touched Rs 
17,04,725 crore, compared 
with Rs 15,78,433 crore in 

the same period of the 
previous year. Gross direct 
tax collections grew 4.16 
per cent year-on-year to 

Rs 20,01,794 crore.

NIFTY
25,966.40

USD/INR
89.915

GOLD
13,418/1GM

SILVER
2,09,000/1KG

SENSEX
84,929.36

+150.85 PTS -0.332 PAISE -`66 -`2,000+447.55 PTS

PUNE REAL ESTATE MARKET 
RECORDS STRONG GROWTH
Pune’s housing market showed steady momentum in November 2025, with 

higher registrations and strong stamp duty revenues nationwide
PUNE

Pune’s real estate market con-
tinued to demonstrate resil-
ience and stability in Novem-
ber 2025, registering solid 
growth in both transaction 
volumes and revenue collec-
tions, according to a report 
released by real estate consul-
tancy Knight Frank on Friday. 
The city recorded 14,234 
property registrations during 
the month, reflecting a year-
on-year increase of 6 per cent. 
Stamp duty collections stood 
at Rs 565 crore, underscoring 
the sustained demand for res-
idential properties despite 
moderation following the fes-
tive season peak.

The report highlighted a 
sharper rise in revenue collec-
tions compared to registra-

tions, with stamp duty reve-
nues increasing by 19 per cent 
year-on-year in November. 
On a month-on-month basis, 
property registrations rose by 
12 per cent, while stamp duty 
collections grew by 7 per 
cent, indicating continued 
buyer activity and stable pric-
ing dynamics. This perfor-

mance further reinforced 
Pune’s position as one of In-
dia’s more balanced and resil-
ient residential markets.

On a year-to-date basis 
from January to November 
2025, Pune achieved its high-
est property registrations and 
stamp duty collections in the 
past four years. During this 

eleven-month period, the city 
recorded a total of 1,73,578 
registrations, generating rev-
enue of Rs 6,675 crore. Com-
pared to the same period last 
year, registrations and stamp 
duty collections were up by 
0.5 per cent and 3 per cent, 
respectively, reflecting steady 
long-term growth.

The distribution of ticket 
sizes remained largely un-
changed, pointing to consis-
tent buyer preferences. 
Homes priced up to Rs 1 
crore continued to dominate 
the market, accounting for 85 
per cent of all transactions, 
while properties priced above 
Rs 1 crore contributed the re-
maining 15 per cent. In No-
vember alone, properties 
priced under Rs 25 lakh made 
up 27 per cent of transactions. 

Domestic Investors 
Drive Equity Markets 
as Household Savings
MUMBAI

Domestic investors have 
emerged as the backbone of 
India’s equity markets, pump-
ing nearly Rs 4.5 lakh crore 
into equities during the year 
through mutual funds and oth-
er indirect investment routes, 
according to a report released 
by the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE). This surge in 
investments highlights a clear 
and sustained shift in house-
hold savings away from tradi-
tional instruments such as 
fixed deposits, gold and small 
savings schemes, towards 
market-linked as-
sets. The trend un-
derlines the grow-
ing influence of re-
tail investors in 
shaping market 
depth, liquidity and 
long-term stability.

The NSE report noted that 
India’s retail investor base has 
expanded rapidly in the 
post-pandemic period. The 
number of individual investors 
has grown more than fourfold, 
rising from nearly three crore 
in 2019 to over 12 crore by 
2025. This sharp rise reflects 
increasing financial awareness, 
wider penetration of digital 
trading platforms, and easier 
access to investment products. 
It also points to a growing ac-
ceptance of equities and mutu-
al funds as preferred tools for 
long-term wealth creation 
among Indian households.

Importantly, the expansion 
has not been limited to direct 
equity investments. A signifi-
cant portion of new participa-
tion has come through mutual 
funds and other market-linked 
products, which have helped 

investors diversify risk 
while staying invested 
in equities. Since 2020, 
total household invest-
ments in market-linked 
i n s t r u m e n t s  h a v e 
reached approximately 
Rs 17 lakh crore, un-

derscoring a structural trans-
formation in India’s savings 
and investment behaviour.

The report emphasised that 
the rise in investor numbers 
has gone hand in hand with 
strong and consistent inflows 
into equities.

 Households alone contrib-
uted close to Rs 4.5 lakh crore 
during the current year, pro-
viding steady support to the 
markets even during periods 
of volatility. This domestic 
participation has added resil-
ience and reduced the mar-
kets’ dependence on foreign 
capital.

Rising domestic 
investments have 

strengthened India’s 
equity markets, 

signalling a long-term 
shift in household 
savings patterns 

nationwide

India’s digital 
economy to reach 

$1.2 tn by 2030 
led by AI depth

NEW DELHI

India’s digital economy is 
projected to reach $1.2 trillion 
by 2029–30 as depth of AI 
capabilities will shape the 
next phase of growth, a report 
said on Friday. The report 
from Team Lease Digital said 
that India’s AI market could 
touch $17 billion by 2027, 
with AI talent expected to 
double to nearly 1.25 million 
professionals, accounting for 
about 16 per cent of global AI 
talent. This growth is being 
driven by enterprise AI spend-
ing, national digital rails, and 
a strong STEM pipeline, it 
said, adding that high-value 
AI roles are expanding fast 
while demand for legacy roles 
plateaus.

IBM has unveiled an ambitious skill development programme in 
India aimed at training millions in future technologies

IBM TO TRAIN 5 MILLION IN 
ADVANCED TECH BY 2030

NEW DELHI

IBM on Friday announced a 
significant expansion of its 
skill development efforts in 
India, committing to train 5 
million learners in advanced 
technologies such as Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), cybersecu-
rity and quantum computing 
by 2030. The initiative 
is aimed at strengthen-
ing India’s digital tal-
ent pipeline and mak-
ing advanced technol-
ogy education more 
inclusive, accessible 
and aligned with fu-
ture workforce needs.

The company said the pro-
gramme will focus on ex-
panding AI and emerging 
technology education across 
schools, universities and vo-
cational training ecosystems. 
By targeting learners at differ-
ent stages of their academic 

and professional journeys, 
IBM aims to build a strong 
foundation of future-ready 
skills that can support India’s 
ambitions in the global tech-
nology landscape.

As part of the initiative, 
IBM will collaborate closely 
with key academic and regu-
latory institutions, including 

the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Ed-
ucation (AICTE). 
These partnerships 
will promote hands-
on learning and 
practical exposure 
through AI-focused 

courses, faculty development 
programmes, curriculum inte-
gration, hackathons and in-
ternship opportunities. The 
emphasis on experiential 
learning is intended to bridge 
the gap between theoretical 
knowledge and real-world ap-
plication.

IBM Chairman, President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
Arvind Krishna said India has 
the talent and ambition re-
quired to emerge as a global 
leader in AI and quantum 
technologies. He noted that 
fluency in frontier technolo-
gies will play a critical role in 
determining future economic 
competitiveness, scientific ad-
vancement and broader soci-
etal transformation.

India possesses the talent 
and ambition to lead the 
world in AI & Quantum. Flu-
ency in frontier technologies 
will define economic compet-
itiveness, scientific progress 
and societal transformation, 
Krishna said. He added that 
by democratising access to 
advanced skills, IBM aims to 
empower youth and students 
to innovate, build solutions 
and contribute to India’s long-
term growth.

S. Korea to funnel public growth 
fund into AI, semiconductors

SEOUL

The newly launched me-
ga-sized Public Growth Fund 
will first be used to support 
the artificial intelligence (AI), 
semiconductor and battery 
sectors, the chief of 
the state financial 
regulator said on Fri-
day. Lee Eog-weon, 
chairman of the Fi-
nancia l  Serv ices 
Commission (FSC), 
said the FSC has se-
lected seven projects to be 
first funded by the 150 tril-
lion-won (US$101.5 billion) 
fund during a policy briefing 
to President Lee Jae Myung.

The projects include the de-
velopment of advanced AI 
chip production facilities, 
large-scale graphic processing 
unit (GPU) clusters using the 
recently purchased GPUs 
from Nvidia, a national AI 

computing center and materi-
als for secondary batteries.

Last week, the mega-sized 
fund, one of the Lee adminis-
tration's key economic pledg-
es, set sail with a focus on 
accelerating AI adoption 

across sectors and 
channeling resources 
into key industries, 
including secondary 
batteries and biotech-
nology, over the next 
five years.

Lee said 40 per-
cent of the fund will be used 
for investment projects that 
can help induce regional 
growth. According to the 
FSC, over 30 trillion won 
will be invested next year, 
with the initial investments 
including 6 trillion won for 
the AI sector, 4.2 trillion won 
for the semiconductor seg-
ment and 3.1 trillion won in 
future mobility.

SFIO interacts with IndusInd Bank 
officials over accounting discrepancies
MUMBAI

Private sector lender IndusInd 
Bank on Friday said the Seri-
ous Fraud Investigation Of-
fice (SFIO) has interacted 
with bank officials this week 
and will send a written com-
munication seeking specific 
details related to the account-
ing discrepancies identified at 
the bank.

In a regulatory filing, the 
bank said that under the Re-
serve Bank of India’s Master 
Directions on Fraud Risk 
Management in Commercial 
Banks (including Regional 
Rural Banks) and All India 
Financial Institutions dated 
July 15, 2024, any fraud in-
volving Rs 1 crore or more 
reported to the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) must also be 
reported to the SFIO, Minis-
try of Corporate Affairs 

(MCA), in the same format. 
Accordingly, matters relating 
to the accounting of internal 
derivative trades, certain un-
substantiated balances under 
other assets and other liabili-
ties, and issues linked to mi-
crofinance interest and fee 
income were reported to the 
SFIO on June 2, 2025.

Earlier reports had indicat-
ed that the MCA ordered an 
SFIO probe into IndusInd 
Bank after statutory auditors 
and forensic reports flagged 
significant accounting irregu-
larities, citing public interest 
concerns. 

This development comes 
even as the Mumbai Police’s 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) is preparing to close 
its preliminary inquiry after 
finding no evidence of fund 
siphoning or diversion.

IndusInd Bank reported a 

net loss of Rs 2,329 crore in 
the January–March quarter 
(Q4FY25), after sharply in-
creasing provisions and re-
versing incorrectly booked 
revenue and income entries 
linked to accounting discrep-
ancies in its derivatives and 
microfinance businesses dis-
covered during the quarter.

In March 2025, the bank 
disclosed that an internal re-
view had uncovered discrep-
ancies in its derivatives port-
folio. It subsequently ap-
pointed external agencies to 
assess the extent of the im-
pact and identify the root 
cause. Investigations re-
vealed that between FY16 
and FY24, the bank had en-
tered into several derivative 
transactions where the ac-
counting treatment was not in 
line with prescribed account-
ing guidelines. 

Adani's airport unit plans 
$11 bn investment, seeks 

partner ahead of IPO

AHMEDABAD

Billionaire Gautam Adani’s 
group plans to invest more 
than $11 billion in its airports 
business by 2030, as it seeks 
to bid for nearly a dozen new 
terminals, upgrade infrastruc-
ture and expand into aircraft 
maintenance, a top executive 
said.  The unit will spend ₹1 
trillion ($11.1 billion) on ter-
minals, runways and air-
craft-handling facilities and 
passenger amenities, Jeet 
Adani, director at Adani Air-
port Holdings Ltd., said in an 
interview at the group’s new 
airport outside Mumbai.

He did not specify how the 
investments will be funded, 
but confirmed that the com-
pany is preparing for an ini-
tial public offering by the 
year ending March 2028, 
likely by spinning off the air-
ports unit that’s currently un-
der the flagship Adani Enter-
prises Ltd. 

I personally believe a de-
merger is the better route as 
it unlocks greater value for 
Adani Enterprises sharehold-
ers, he said, adding that the 
group is open to bringing in 
a strategic investor before the 
listing although no formal 

talks have begun. These may 
include terminals in Varanasi, 
Bhubaneswar and Amritsar, 
as the government bundles 
loss-making facilities with 
profitable ones to attract pri-
vate capital.

The centerpiece of Adani’s 
expansion is Navi Mumbai 
International Airport, due to 
open on Dec. 25. The first 
phase, inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, rep-
resents a 200 billion rupee 
investment and will handle 
20 million passengers annu-
ally. 

A second phase is planned 
entailing an investment of 
₹300 billion. By 2030, the air-
port will feature a 50 billion 
rupee Aero City with 20 ho-
tels and a monorail.

It will also debut an ad-
vanced baggage-tracing sys-
tem that lets passengers fol-
low their luggage in real 
time, and a culinary strategy 
ranging from a 40-rupee vada 
pav to a Michelin-star meal. 
Jeet Adani said the IPO de-
pends on three milestones: 
successful operations at Navi 
Mumbai, completion of sur-
rounding commercial devel-
opment ,  and  f inanc ia l 
self-sustainability. 

Indian Railways run Niryat Cargo 
Express from Gurugram to Mundra Port
NEW DELHI

I n d i a n  R a i l w a y s  h a s 
launched the Niryat Cargo 
Express, a milestone in ex-
port-focused logistics. 

This double-stack contain-
er train provides a time-
bound, weekly service from 
Gurugram’s Ichhapuri Ter-
minal to Mundra Port, Guja-
rat. Operated as a “crack 
train” with minimal halts, it 
ensures faster, predictable 
transit, significantly reduc-
ing logist ics  costs  for 
high-value cargo.

Simultaneously, the gov-
ernment approved the Export 
Promotion Mission (₹25,060 
crore) for FY 2025–31. This 
initiative consolidates export 
suppor t  v i a  two  sub -
schemes: Niryat Protsahan, 
which improves trade fi-
nance for MSMEs through 
interest subvention and digi-
tal tools, and Niryat Disha. 
By merging fiscal incentives 
and regulatory flexibility, the 
mission aims to strengthen 
India’s global competitive-
ness and support labor-inten-
sive sectors.
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MSMEs in India: The Backbone 
Shaping a Nation’s Future

In the bustling lanes 
of Delhi’s Chandni 

Chowk, a small textile 
manufacturer employs 

fifteen workers, 
producing exquisite 

fabrics that find their 
way to international 
markets. In Kerala’s 

Thrissur district, a 
family-run spice 

processing unit packages 
organic products for 

health-conscious 
consumers across 

Europe. Meanwhile, 
in Pune’s industrial 

belt, a precision 
engineering startup 

fabricates components 
for aerospace 

applications. These 
diverse enterprises, 

scattered across India’s 
vast geography, share a 
common identity: they 

are Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs), and together, 
they form the very 

backbone of India’s 
economic architecture.

The MSME Universe:  
Understanding the 
Classification
The MSME sector in India operates un-
der a framework established by the Min-
istry of Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises, with classification based on in-
vestment in plant and machinery or 
equipment, and annual turnover. As per 
the revised definitions effective from 
July 2020, a micro enterprise has an in-
vestment of up to ₹1 crore and turnover 
up to ₹5 crore. Small enterprises are de-
fined by investments up to ₹10 crore and 
turnover up to ₹50 crore, while medium 
enterprises can have investments up to 
₹50 crore and turnover up to ₹250 crore. 
This sector encompasses an extraordi-
narily diverse range of activities, from 
traditional handicrafts and handlooms to 
modern technology-driven startups, 
from food processing units to sophisti-
cated manufacturing facilities. The sheer 
variety within the MSME ecosystem re-
flects India’s economic diversity and the 
entrepreneurial spirit embedded in its 
social fabric.

Economic Powerhouse:  
Numbers That Tell a Story

The statistical significance of MSMEs in In-
dia’s economy is staggering. These enterprises 
contribute approximately 30% to the nation’s 
GDP, a figure that underscores their critical 
role in wealth creation. More impressively, 

MSMEs account for nearly 45% of India’s to-
tal manufacturing output and around 48% of 

the country’s exports, making them indispens-
able to India’s global trade competitiveness. 

Perhaps most significantly from a developmen-
tal perspective, the MSME sector is the sec-
ond-largest employment generator after agri-

culture, providing livelihoods to over 110 mil-
lion people across the country. This employ-

ment generation capacity makes MSMEs cru-
cial instruments of inclusive growth, offering 

opportunities across urban and rural areas, 
across skill levels, and across social strata. The 

sector comprises over 63 million enterprises 
spread across the country, with micro enter-
prises forming the overwhelming majority. 

This vast network creates an intricate econom-
ic web that touches virtually every aspect of 
Indian economic life, from the production of 
consumer goods to the provision of services, 

from traditional crafts to cutting-edge  
technology solutions.

Catalysts of Inclusive 
Development

One of the most profound contributions of MS-
MEs lies in their role as engines of inclusive 

growth. Unlike large corporations that tend to 
concentrate in metropolitan areas, MSMEs 

have a remarkable geographic dispersal, oper-
ating in tier-2 and tier-3 cities, small towns, 

and even rural areas. This distribution pattern 
ensures that economic opportunities and 

wealth creation are not confined to major ur-
ban centers but percolate to the hinterlands. 
The sector has been particularly effective in 
empowering traditionally marginalized com-
munities. Women entrepreneurs, who consti-

tute a growing segment of MSME owners, find 
in this sector an opportunity to achieve eco-
nomic independence and social recognition. 
Similarly, scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, 
and other backward classes have found path-

ways to entrepreneurship through MSMEs, of-
ten supported by government schemes de-

signed to promote inclusive entrepreneurship. 
MSMEs also play a crucial role in preserving 
and promoting India’s rich heritage of tradition-
al crafts and skills. From Banarasi silk weavers to 

Moradabad’s metal craftsmen, from Kashmir’s 
papier-mâché artisans to Thanjavur’s bronze 

sculptors, countless traditional skills survive and 
thrive within the MSME framework, ensuring 

that India’s cultural heritage remains  
economically viable in the modern era.

Innovation and Adaptability: The MSME Advantage
Contrary to the perception that MSMEs are merely traditional or low-tech opera-

tions, many enterprises in this sector demonstrate remarkable innovation and techno-
logical sophistication. Small and medium enterprises in sectors like pharmaceuticals, 
biotechnology, information technology, and precision engineering operate at the cut-

ting edge of their respective fields, often serving as innovation laboratories where 
new ideas are tested and refined. The agility of MSMEs is one of their greatest 

strengths. Unencumbered by bureaucratic hierarchies and rigid organizational struc-
tures, these enterprises can pivot quickly in response to market changes, adopt new 
technologies rapidly, and experiment with novel business models. This adaptability 

proved invaluable during the COVID-19 pandemic, when numerous MSMEs swiftly 
reconfigured their operations to produce personal protective equipment, sanitizers, 
and other pandemic-related products, demonstrating both their resilience and their 
responsiveness to national needs. Moreover, MSMEs often serve as the bridge be-
tween traditional knowledge systems and modern market requirements. An organic 

food processing unit that uses traditional recipes but employs modern packaging and 
marketing, or a textile manufacturer that combines handloom techniques with con-
temporary designs, exemplifies how MSMEs synthesize heritage with innovation.

Challenges in the Growth Journey
Despite their immense contributions, MSMEs in India face a complex array of challenges that constrain 
their growth potential. Access to formal credit remains one of the most persistent obstacles. While banks 
and financial institutions have lending targets for the MSME sector, many small enterprises struggle to 

navigate the documentation requirements and collateral demands of formal lending. The credit gap in the 
MSME sector runs into trillions of rupees, forcing many entrepreneurs to rely on informal sources of fi-
nancing at exorbitant interest rates. Technological upgradation presents another significant hurdle. While 

large corporations can invest heavily in research and development and adopt the latest technologies, many 
MSMEs operate with outdated machinery and processes, limiting their productivity and competitiveness. 
The cost of technology acquisition, combined with limited awareness about available options and insuffi-
cient technical expertise, creates a technology deficit that hampers growth. Market access, particularly for 

micro and small enterprises, remains challenging. Many MSMEs produce quality products but lack the 
marketing capabilities, brand recognition, and distribution networks to reach wider markets. The rise of 

e-commerce has opened new avenues, but many traditional MSMEs struggle to establish an effective digi-
tal presence or navigate the complexities of online marketplaces. Regulatory compliance, while necessary, 

often poses disproportionate burdens on smaller enterprises. Navigating multiple registrations, licenses, 
tax filings, and labor regulations requires time, expertise, and resources that many MSMEs find difficult 
to spare. Though reforms like the Goods and Services Tax have simplified some aspects of compliance, 

the overall regulatory landscape remains complex.

Government 
Support: Building 

an Enabling 
Ecosystem

Recognizing the critical im-
portance of MSMEs, succes-

sive governments have im-
plemented numerous 

schemes and initiatives to 
support the sector. The Cred-

it Guarantee Fund Trust for 
Micro and Small Enterprises 
provides collateral-free cred-
it, addressing one of the sec-
tor’s most acute challenges. 
The MUDRA (Micro Units 

Development and Refinance 
Agency) scheme has extend-
ed millions of small loans to 

micro enterprises, enabling 
entrepreneurs to start or ex-
pand their businesses. Digi-
tal initiatives like the Gov-

ernment e-Marketplace 
(GeM) have opened up gov-

ernment procurement to MS-
MEs, providing them access 

to a vast and reliable custom-
er base. The Technology and 
Quality Upgradation Support 

scheme assists MSMEs in 
adopting cleaner and ener-
gy-efficient technologies. 

Meanwhile, the ZED (Zero 
Defect Zero Effect) certifica-

tion scheme encourages 
quality consciousness and 

environmental responsibility. 
The Atmanirbhar Bharat 

package announced during 
the pandemic included sub-

stantial measures for MS-
MEs, including emergency 

credit lines, subordinate debt 
provisions, and equity infu-
sion mechanisms. These in-

terventions acknowledged 
the sector’s vulnerability 

during the crisis and provid-
ed crucial support for surviv-

al and recovery.

The Digital 
Transformation 
Journey
Digitalization presents both 
opportunities and challenges 
for MSMEs. On one hand, 
digital technologies can dra-
matically enhance efficiency, 
expand market reach, and 
improve customer engage-
ment. Cloud computing, for 
instance, provides access to 
sophisticated software with-
out massive upfront invest-
ments. Social media and dig-
ital marketing enable even 
tiny enterprises to build 
brand awareness and connect 
with customers globally. The 
formalization drive, acceler-
ated by GST implementation 
and digital payment systems, 
has brought many enterprises 
into the formal economy, im-
proving their access to credit 
and government benefits. 
Digital lending platforms are 
beginning to address the 
credit gap by using alterna-
tive data and artificial intelli-
gence to assess creditworthi-
ness, potentially expanding 
formal credit access to previ-
ously underserved MSMEs.  
However, the digital divide 
remains real. Many MSMEs, 
particularly in smaller towns 
and rural areas, lack the digi-
tal literacy, infrastructure, or 
resources to fully leverage 
digital opportunities. Bridg-
ing this divide through ca-
pacity building, affordable 
connectivity, and user-friend-
ly platforms remains a policy 
priority.

Conclusion: The 
Continuing Saga  
of Nation Building
The story of India’s MSMEs 
is, in many ways, the story of 
India itself—diverse, resilient, 
innovative, and aspiring. These 
enterprises embody the entre-
preneurial dreams of millions, 
provide livelihoods to count-
less families, and collectively 
shape the economic trajectory 
of the nation. From the artisan 
in a remote village preserving 
traditional crafts to the tech en-
trepreneur in a tier-2 city build-
ing software solutions, from 
the food processor creating 
employment in rural areas to 
the precision engineer supply-
ing to global aerospace giants, 
MSMEs reflect the extraordi-
nary breadth of India’s eco-
nomic landscape. As India 
navigates the complexities of 
the 21st-century economy, the 
continued growth and strength-
ening of the MSME sector will 
remain central to achieving in-
clusive, sustainable, and robust 
development. With appropriate 
policy support, improved ac-
cess to resources, and an en-
abling business environment, 
MSMEs will continue their 
role as the backbone of India’s 
economy and the architects of 
the nation’s prosperous future.

Looking Ahead: The Future  
of MSMEs in Nation Building

As India aspires to become a developed nation by 2047, MSMEs 
will undoubtedly play a central role in realizing this ambition. 
Their contribution to employment generation will be crucial in 

harnessing India’s demographic dividend. Their innovation capaci-
ty will be essential in building globally competitive industries. 

Their geographic spread will ensure that development reaches ev-
ery corner of the country. The integration of MSMEs into global 
value chains presents immense opportunities. As multinational 
corporations diversify their supply chains and adopt China Plus 

One strategies, Indian MSMEs can position themselves as reliable 
suppliers of quality components and products. However, this re-
quires continued focus on quality improvement, technological 

upgradation, and meeting international standards. Sustainability 
will increasingly become a defining theme for MSMEs. Consumer 
preferences are shifting toward environmentally responsible and 
socially conscious products. MSMEs that embrace sustainable 

practices, whether in energy use, waste management, or social pol-
icies, will find themselves better positioned for long-term success. 
The emergence of MSME clusters and industrial parks facilitates 
economies of scale, knowledge sharing, and collaborative growth. 
Supporting such cluster development, along with improved infra-
structure connectivity, will enhance competitiveness. Similarly, 

fostering linkages between MSMEs and large corporations 
through supply chain integration can create win-win scenarios.
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HANGZHOU
 

Former World Champion Ratchanok In-
tanon kept her semifinal hopes alive at 
the BWF World Tour Finals with a con-
fident win in Hangzhou. The Thai star 
defeated China’s third seed Han Yue in 
straight games during the women’s sin-
gles Group B match on Friday. Playing 
at the Hangzhou Olympic Sports Centre 
Gymnasium, Ratchanok won 21-17, 21-
10 in 38 minutes to stay in contention 
for the knockout stage.

In Group A, Korea’s top seed An Se 
Young and Japan’s Akane Yamaguchi 
sealed their places in the semifinals after 
finishing as the top two in the group 
standings. Se Young remained unbeat-
en, winning all three of her 
league matches to finish first. 
Yamaguchi claimed second 
place with two wins from 
three games.

Se Young showed 
fighting spirit in her fi-
nal group match against 
Yamaguchi. After los-
ing the first game, the 
Korean shuttler bounced 
back strongly to win 13-
21, 21-5, 21-14 in a match 
that lasted 47 minutes. In 
another Group A clash, Indone-
sia’s Putri Kusuma Wardani defeat-
ed Japan’s Tomoka Miyazaki 21-17, 
21-9 to finish third in the group.

Meanwhile, Indian fans will watch as 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 

Shetty prepare for their final Group 
B match. The Indian men’s dou-
bles pair will face Malaysia’s 
second seeds Aaron Chia and 
Soh Wooi Yik, hoping to end the 
group stage on a high.

Earlier, Satwik and Chirag 
boosted their chances of reaching 
the semifinals with a three game 
win over Indonesia’s Fajar 
A l f i - an and Muham-
mad Shohibul Fikri. 

T h e 

world 
n u m -
b e r 

t h r e e 
pair won 

21-11, 16-
2 1 ,  2 1 - 1 1 , 

showing calm and 
control in key moments 
and strengthening India’s 
presence at the season 
ending event.

RATCHANOK stays alive 
as top seeds progress

Se 
Young 

recovered after 
losing the first 

game, defeating 
Yamaguchi 13-21, 
21-5, 21-14 in 47 

minutes

Ukraine and Russia 
sliders set for close start
LAKE PLACID

 
Ukrainian and Russian 
athletes are set to start 
back to back in the men’s 
World Cup luge race at 
Lake Placid, creating a 
moment that is drawing 
global attention. The start 
order shows Ukraine’s 
Andriy Mandziy will be-
gin second, followed im-
mediately by Matvei 
Perestoronin, a Russian 
competing as an inde-
pendent neutral athlete.

Because of the con-
secutive start posi-
tions, both athletes are 
expected to be near 
each other at the top 
of the Mount Van 
Hoevenberg track 
and again near the 
finish area after 
their first runs on 

Saturday. This also 
increases the chance 

of brief interaction be-
tween coaches from the 
two countries.

The order was decided 
based on results from the 
Nations Cup race held 
earlier this week, which 
served as a qualifier. Ita-
ly’s Lukas Peccei will 
start first, followed by 

Mandziy and Perestoro-
nin. American slider Jon-
ny Gustafson, who won 
the Nations Cup, will start 
fifth.

Russia had hoped to 
send six athletes to this 
World Cup event, but 
three lost eligibility after 
failing to meet neutrality 
requirements linked to the 
ongoing war that began in 

2022. Only three Russian 
athletes remain eligible, 
including Perestoronin on 
the men’s side. They are 
competing to keep their 
Olympic qualification 
hopes alive for the Milan 
Cortina Games.

Training sessions in 
Lake Placid have kept 
Russian and Ukrainian 
a thle tes  in  separate 
groups. Ukrainian sup-
porters are expected in 
large numbers, as the 
town has strong ties with 
Ukraine and has shown 
public support throughout 
the conflict.

The men’s race on Sat-
urday will be the first 
World Cup luge event in-
volving Russian athletes 
since before the war.

Russia aimed to send 
six athletes, but three 
lost eligibility due to 
neutrality rules; only 

three, including 
Perestoronin, remain, 

competing to 
preserve Milan 

Cortina Olympic 
qualification hopes.

RANCHI ROYALS 
stars excited for 

Hockey League
NEW DELHI

 
Indian women hockey 

players Beauty Dung 
Dung and Sangita Ku-

mari are feeling excited 
ahead of the second sea-

son of the Women’s Hock-
ey India League, which 

will begin on December 28. 
The two Ranchi Royals play-

ers are especially happy about 
the chance to play alongside 

famous Argentine stars Agusti-
na Albertario and Agostina 

Alonso in the upcoming season.
Argentina is one of the strongest 

teams in women’s hockey and has 
won silver at the Tokyo Olympics 

and bronze at the Paris Olympics. 
Beauty and Sangita believe sharing 

the field and dressing room with such 
experienced players will help them im-

prove their game. They said the Argen-
tine players bring valuable experience 

and learning opportunities, which young 
Indian players can benefit from during the 

league. Both players are also looking for-
ward to playing matches in Ranchi, their 

home city. They said hockey fans in Ranchi 
are very passionate and always turn up in large 

numbers to support the teams. Playing in front 
of family and local supporters makes the experi-

ence even more special for them. Sangita and 
Beauty made their India debut in 2021 and have 

since played in several major tournaments. Sangita 
has scored 30 goals for India, while Beauty has added 

six. They now hope to use the league as good prepara-
tion for future international events, including the Olym-

pic Qualifiers in Hyderabad.

Avdija’s free throws seal 
narrow overtime win

PORTLAND
 

Deni Avdija held his nerve in 
the final moments as the Port-
land Trail Blazers edged past 
the Sacramento Kings 134-
133 in a thrilling overtime 
clash. Avdija scored the deci-
sive two free throws with just 
1.5 seconds left in overtime, 
finishing the game with an 
impressive 35 points.

The contest was filled with 
late drama. Sacramento’s De-
Mar DeRozan had earlier giv-
en the Kings a 133-132 lead 
by sinking a jumper with four 
seconds remaining in over-
time. With no timeouts left, 
Portland rushed the ball up 
the court, where Avdija was 
fouled. He calmly converted 
both free throws to hand the 
Blazers a narrow victory.

The game had already seen 
a dramatic finish in regula-
tion. DeRozan nailed a 
three-pointer with eight sec-
onds left, forcing overtime 
and capping a stunning 17-2 
run by the Kings in the final 
minutes. DeRozan led 
Sacramento with 33 
points, scoring 22 of 
them in the fourth 
quarter and over-
time combined. 
He shot efficient-
ly from the field 
and was perfect 
from the free-
t h r o w  l i n e . 
Avdija deliv-
ered an all-
round perfor-
m a n c e  f o r 
P o r t l a n d , 
shooting well 
and contrib-
uting assists 
d e s p i t e 
some turn-
o v e r s . 
S h a e d o n 

Sharpe supported him with 26 
poin ts ,  inc luding  four 
three-pointers. Jerami Grant 
added 20 points, while rookie 
Donovan Clingan chipped in 
with 19. Toumani Camara 
also made a strong impact 
with 17 points.

For Sacramento, Maxime 
Raynaud recorded a ca-
reer-high 29 points, giving 
the team strong support. Rus-
sell Westbrook had an effi-
cient outing as well, scoring 
20 points and handing out 10 
assists. The two teams will 
meet again on Saturday night 
in Sacramento, where the 

K i n g s  w i l l 
look for re-

venge af-
ter this 
h e a r t -
breaking 
loss.

Johnston stars as Dallas 
down Sharks again

SAN JOSE
 

Wyatt Johnston scored two 
goals as the Dallas Stars de-
feated the San Jose Sharks 5-3 
,continuing their strong run in 
the NHL. Roope Hintz also 
played a key role, finishing 
with a goal and an assist in a 
well balanced team perfor-
mance.

Dallas took control early in 
the game. Hintz opened the 
scoring late in the first period 
with his 10th goal of the sea-
son. Johnston then doubled 
the lead before the break, giv-
ing the Stars a comfortable 
2-0 advantage after the open-
ing period. The Sharks re-
sponded early in the second 
p e r i o d  w h e n  S h a k i r 
Mukhamadullin scored his 
second goal of the season. 
However, Johnston struck 
again midway through the pe-
riod to restore Dallas’ two 
goal cushion. The young for-
ward’s second goal of the 
night was his 19th of the sea-

son, putting him close to the 
team scoring lead.

San Jose continued to fight 
back, with Colin Graf scoring 
to make it 3-2. But Dallas an-
swered quickly once more. 
Justin Hryckowian scored late 
in the second period, ensuring 
the Stars carried a 4-2 lead 
into the final period.

Graf scored his second goal 
of the game early in the third 
period to keep the Sharks in 
contention. Despite the pres-
sure, Dallas stayed calm and 
defended well. Veteran Jamie 
Benn sealed the win with an 
empty net goal in the final 
minutes. Jake Oettinger made 
30 saves for Dallas, while 
Alex Nedeljkovic stopped 25 
shots for San Jose. Esa Lindell 
and Mikko Rantanen contrib-
uted with two assists each for 
the Stars. The loss ended San 
Jose’s three game winning 
streak. Dallas, meanwhile, 
will take confidence from this 
road win as they continue 
their push up the standings.

Edwards shines as South Carolina crushes USF
TAMPA

 
Joyce Edwards delivered a stunning per-
formance as No. 3 South Carolina domi-
nated South Florida 103-44 in a women’s 
college basketball game. Edwards scored 
a career high 34 points while missing only 
one shot, making 13 of her 14 attempts 
from the field. Her earlier best was 29 
points, achieved last weekend against 
Penn State, but this effort showed her 
growing confidence and control on the 
court. South Carolina played with pace 
and precision, shooting 62 percent overall 
and overwhelming the Bulls in every 
quarter.Tessa Johnson supported Edwards 
with 16 points, while Ta’Niya Latson add-
ed 15. Madina Okot recorded a strong 
double double with 12 points and 10 re-
bounds, helping the Gamecocks improve 
their record to 11 wins and one loss.

South Florida struggled to keep up with 
the pressure. Jelena Bulajic led the Bulls 
with 10 points, while L’or Mputu added 
six points and seven rebounds.

South Carolina built an early lead, fin-
ishing the first quarter ahead 28-15. The 
advantage grew to 52-25 by halftime. A 
dominant fourth quarter, where the Game-
cocks outscored USF 27-6, sealed another 
big victory. 

Georgia’s scoring power rolls past Western Carolina
ATHENS

 
No. 25 Georgia continued to im-
press with its high scoring style 
as the Bulldogs defeated Western 
Carolina 112-82. Playing their 
first game after entering the AP 
Top 25, Georgia showed why it 
leads the nation in points per 
game.

Jeremiah Wilkinson was the 
star of the night, tying his career 
high with 26 points. His perfor-
mance helped Georgia cross the 
100 point mark for the fifth time 
in just 11 games this season. The 
Bulldogs improved their record 
to 10-1 and looked comfortable 
throughout the contest.

Somto Cyril delivered a strong 
all round display for Georgia. He 
finished with 14 points, 10 re-

bounds, four steals and a block. 
His powerful dunk late in the 
second half pushed Georgia past 
100 points, drawing loud cheers 
from the home crowd. Marcus 
“Smurf” Millender added 17 
points, while Blue Cain contrib-

uted 11 points after scoring a ca-
reer best 22 in the previous game 
against Cincinnati.

Under head coach Mike White, 
Georgia has now won 34 straight 
home nonconference games over 
four seasons, showing their 

strength at home. The Bulldogs 
never looked in danger and con-
trolled the game from start to fin-
ish.

Western Carolina struggled to 
keep pace with Georgia’s fast of-
fense. The Catamounts never 
took the lead and faced further 
trouble when two of their key 
players fouled out early in the 
second half. CJ Hyland scored 14 
points before leaving the game 
late due to cramps. Justin John-
son and Marcus Kell added 13 
points each despite foul trouble.

Georgia’s only loss this season 
came in overtime against Clem-
son, where Wilkinson also scored 
26 points. With scoring depth and 
confidence growing, the Bull-
dogs look ready for tougher chal-
lenges ahead.
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ADELAIDE
 

Travis Head produced a brilliant batting 
display to put Australia in a commanding 
position against England on Day Three of 
the third Ashes Test at the Adelaide Oval. 
At stumps, Australia reached 271 for four 
in their second innings, taking a massive 
lead of 356 runs and pushing England 
closer to defeat in the series.

Head remained unbeaten on 142, play-
ing with confidence and control through-
out the day. He was well supported by 
wicketkeeper Alex Carey, who also stayed 
not out on 52. Together, the pair added an 
unbeaten 122 runs for the fifth wicket, 
frustrating the England bowlers and 
strengthening Australia’s grip on the 
match. This was Head’s second century of 
the series and another reminder of his im-
portance in big games.

Earlier in the day, England showed 
some fight with the bat. Captain Ben 
Stokes led from the front, scoring 83, 

while Jofra Archer added a useful 51. 
Their ninth-wicket partnership of 106 
runs helped England reach 286 after start-
ing the day at 213 for eight. Despite their 
effort, England still trailed by a large mar-
gin.

Australia’s second innings began with 
a minor setback when opener Jake Weath-
erald was dismissed early. England found 
brief hope after lunch when Marnus La-
buschagne was also removed cheaply. 
However, Usman Khawaja and Head 
steadied the innings with a solid partner-
ship, batting patiently and wearing down 
the bowlers.

After tea, England struck twice in quick 
succession, dismissing Khawaja and 
Cameron Green. But by then, Australia’s 
lead was already close to 300 runs. Carey 
then joined Head and ensured there were 
no further wickets before stumps.

With one full day left, Australia are 
firmly in control and England face an up-
hill battle to save the Test.

Travis 
Head’s 

brilliant century 
put Australia firmly 
in control against 
England on Day 

Three of the third 
Ashes Test.

PRESSURE PLAN FUELS 
Chakaravarthy World Cup push

AHMEDABAD
 

Indian spinner Varun Chakaravarthy 
said he is deliberately putting pres-
sure on himself as part of his prepa-
ration for the upcoming T20 World 
Cup. The mystery bowler has been 

India’s standout performer in 
the ongoing T20I series 

against South Africa, 
picking up six wickets 

in three innings so far.
India lead the five 

match series 2-1, 
with the fourth 
game abandoned 
due to fog. The 
final match will 
be played at 
the Narendra 
Modi Stadi-
um,  where 
India  wi l l 
aim to seal 
the  ser ies 
with a 3-1 
result. South 
Africa will 

look to level 
the series and 

f inish s trongly 

against one of the top teams from the 
last T20 World Cup.

Speaking ahead of the final match, 
Chakaravarthy said confidence and 
mindset have played a big role in his 
recent success. He explained that his 
main focus is on bowling the right 
lengths and trusting his basic skills 
rather than trying too many varia-
tions.

The spinner also reflected on his 
early struggles at the international 
level. He said those experiences 
helped him understand his game bet-
ter and pushed him to work harder in 
practice. Playing regularly at the 
highest level, he added, helps players 
know where they stand.

Chakaravarthy believes creating 
mental pressure is necessary, even in 
matches that feel comfortable. He 
said challenging himself will help 
him stay sharp and prepared for big 
tournaments. Understanding oppo-
nents and backing strengths are les-
sons he wants to carry into the World 
Cup.

With the final T20I approaching, 
Chakaravarthy hopes to continue his 
good form and help India end the se-
ries strongly and confidently together.

Cricket Australia 
eyes BBL as T20 

Grand Slam
MELBOURNE

 
Cricket Australia 
(CA) CEO Todd 
Greenberg has 
outlined plans 
to elevate the 
B i g  B a s h 
League (BBL) 
into a “Grand 
Slam” event on 
the global T20 
franchise crick-
et circuit, Green-
berg compared 
the vision for 
BBL with the Indi-
an Premier League 
(IPL) and England’s 
The Hundred, suggest-
ing Australia aims to host one 
of the premier T20 competi-
tions worldwide.

Currently in its 14th sea-
son, the BBL is exploring pri-
vatisation following a Boston 
Consulting Group report rec-
ommending the move. If ap-
proved, the sale of stakes 
could raise up to AUD 800 
million, providing CA with 
funds to strengthen budgets 
and invest across all levels of 
Australian cricket.

Greenberg emphasized the 
need for investment, top play-
ers, and proper scheduling to 
compete with leading T20 
leagues. “To be part of the 
Grand Slam series, you need 
capital, you need investment, 
you need the best players, and 
you need the right window,” 
he said.

Indian Women begin 
preparations for Sri Lanka series

VISAKHAPATNAM
 

The Indian women’s crick-
et team has returned to 
training mode at the BCCI 
Centre of Excellence ahead 
of the five match T20I se-
ries against Sri Lanka 
Women, starting on De-
cember 21 in Visakhapat-
nam. This series marks 
India’s first assignment 
after their successful ICC 
Women’s Cricket World 
Cup 2025 campaign, 
where they lifted the tro-
phy in Navi Mumbai last 
month.

Most members of the 
World Cup winning squad 
have been retained for the 
T20I series, showing the 
team management’s trust 
in the core group. On Fri-
day, the entire squad took 
part in a tough and focused 
training session in Vizag 
as they prepared for the 
opening match.

Fast bowler Renuka 
Singh Thakur has returned 

to the T20I setup 
after missing the 
earlier series against 
England due to injury. 
Her comeback comes 
after a strong perfor-
mance during the ODI 
World Cup. The squad also 
includes 19 year old spin-
ner Vaishnavi Sharma, who 
has earned her maiden call 
up to the senior T20I team. 
Vaishnavi was the leading 
wicket taker in the recent 
Under 19 Women’s World 
Cup, where India won the 
title for the second time in 
a row. She celebrated her 
birthday with teammates 
after the practice session.

The series is an import-
ant step for captain Har-
manpreet Kaur and her 
team as they begin prepa-
rations for the T20 World 
Cup next year in England 
and Wales. India last 
played T20Is during their 
England tour in July, win-
ning the series 3-2. India 
enjoy a strong record 

against 
Sri Lan-
ka, win-
ning 20 of 
t h e i r  2 6 
meetings. Sri 
Lanka’s last 
T20I win in In-
d i a  c a m e  i n 
2014, also in Vi-
sakhapatnam. The 
upcoming matches 
give India a chance to 
continue their domi-
nance at home.

Dar secures DC spot 
with big IPL auction deal
NEW DELHI

 
Jammu and Kashmir pacer 
Auqib Dar will make his 
IPL debut after Delhi Cap-
itals bought him for Rs 
8.40 crore in the recent 
mini-auction. Former In-
d ia  opener  Abhinav 
Mukund praised the move, 
saying Dar fills the key 
role of opening the bowl-
ing alongside veteran Aus-
tralian pacer Mitchell 
Starc.

Starting at a base price 
of Rs 30 lakh, Dar 
sparked a bidding 
war  involv ing 
Delhi Capitals, 
R a j a s t h a n 
Royals, Roy-
al Challeng-
ers Bengal-
uru ,  and 
Sunrisers 
Hyderabad 
before DC 
secured his 
services. The 
29-year-old’s 
consistent performances in 
domestic cricket, particu-
larly his swing bowling, 
h a v e  m a d e  h i m  a 
sought-after talent.

Mukund highlighted 
that Dar’s inclusion is 

both strategic and inspir-
ing. “Delhi Capitals need-
ed powerplay bowling op-
tions. Some question his 
death bowling, but he will 
learn at a tough ground 
like Delhi. After last year’s 
Natarajan injury issues, 
they wanted multiple pac-
ers. They needed someone 
to open with Starc, and 
that is the role they see for 
h i m , ” Mukund 
said.

Kuldeep Yadav receives signed jersey from Messi
NEW DELHI

 
Indian spinner Kuldeep Ya-
dav was gifted a signed Ar-
gentina football jersey by 
Lionel Messi during the 
football legend’s visit to 
Delhi as part of his “GOAT 
India Tour 2025.” The mo-
ment was shared on the of-
ficial Adidas India social 
media handle, highlighting 
Kuldeep alongside other 
Indian athletes including 
Paralympic champions Su-
mit Antil and Nishad Singh.

Messi, accompanied by 
football stars Rodrigo De 
Paul and Luis Suarez, visit-
ed Delhi after stops in Kol-

kata,  Hyderabad, and 
Mumbai. During the Delhi 
leg, ICC Chairman Jay 
Shah presented jerseys of 
the Indian cricket team to 
Messi, Suarez, and De 
Paul. Messi received the 
number 10 jersey, Suarez 
number 9, and De Paul 
number 7, all customised 
with their names. Shah also 
extended an invitation for 
Messi to attend the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup.

The event allowed ath-
letes and sports icons to 
interact personally with 
Messi. Kuldeep, a known 
FC Barcelona fan, was 
thrilled to receive the 

signed jersey, while Renuka 
Singh Thakur had a cricket 
ball signed, and Nishad 
Singh received an Argenti-
na jersey. Sumit Antil 
posed for photos with Mes-
si while holding a javelin, 
and boxing star Nikhat Za-
reen also met the football 
superstar. Messi concluded 
his India tour in Jamnagar, 
Gujarat, visiting the Van-
tara wildlife conservation 
centre before departing. 
Highlights of his visit in-
cluded meeting Sachin Ten-
dulkar, Sunil Chhetri, Tel-
angana CM Revanth Red-
dy, and Opposition Leader 
Rahul Gandhi.

3 arrested over Messi 
event vandalism in Kolkata
KOLKATA

 
Kolkata Police arrested three 
more people on Friday in con-
nection with the vandalism at 
Salt Lake Stadium during an 
event featuring Argentine soc-
cer star Lionel Messi last 
week. This brings the total ar-
rests in the case to eight.

The principal organiser, 
Shatadru Dutta, had been tak-
en into custody on December 
13, the day of the incident. 
The three newly arrested indi-
viduals are set to appear in a 
lower court later today, where 
police will seek their custody.

In a related development, 
the police’s special investiga-
tion team visited Dutta’s resi-
dence in Rishra, Hooghly dis-
trict. Officials spoke with do-
mestic staff and conducted a 
thorough search of the prem-
ises, though no items were 
reportedly seized. Investiga-

tors declined to comment, cit-
ing the ongoing nature of the 
probe. Sources indicate that 
financial irregularities, partic-
ularly linked to the high ticket 
prices for the Messi event, are 
under scrutiny. If confirmed, 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) may take over the inves-
tigation, as it has the authority 
to probe potential money 
laundering under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act. Earlier, the state’s Princi-
pal Secretary for Sports, 
Rajesh Kumar Sinha, along 
with DGP Rajeev Kumar and 
Bidhannagar Police Commis-
sioner Mukesh Kumar, sub-
mitted responses to the state 
government regarding show-
cause notices issued over the 
stadium mismanagement and 
vandalism. The investigation 
is ongoing as authorities work 
to clarify accountability for 
the chaotic event.

Old Dominion hosts 
Coastal Carolina Matchup

NORFOLK
 

Old Dominion will host 
Coastal Carolina on Saturday 
(today) at 2 p.m. EST, follow-
ing a strong 77-68 win over 
James Madison. Ketron Shaw 
led the Monarchs with 22 
points, helping maintain their 
unbeaten home record at 4-0 
this season.

Old Dominion, now 4-8 
overall and 1-0 in Sun Belt 
play, averages 74.3 points per 
game but allows 77.3 points, 
leaving them slightly out-
scored on average. Jordan 
Battle has been a key contrib-
utor, averaging 13.4 points 
with a 41.6% shooting rate, 
while Robert Davis Jr. has 
added consistent three-point 
shooting, averaging 2.2 made 
threes over his last 10 games.

Coastal Carolina, 6-6 over-

all and 0-1 in conference play, 
enters the matchup allowing 
71.2 points per game while 
holding opponents to 37.4% 
shooting. The Chanticleers 
have struggled offensively at 
times, shooting 40.2% from 
the field this season. Reggie 
Hill averages seven points 
and 6.1 rebounds, and Joshua 
Beadle contributes 14 points 
on average over the last 10 
games.

This will be the first Sun 
Belt meeting between the 
Monarchs and Chanticleers 
this season. Old Dominion 
hopes to use its home-court 
advantage and recent momen-
tum from Shaw’s perfor-
mance to secure another key 
conference win, while Coastal 
Carolina looks to bounce back 
and improve its standing in 
the league.

India set to 
announce World 

Cup squads
NEW DELHI

 
India will announce its squads 
for the 2026 T20 World Cup and 
the upcoming home series 
against New Zealand on Satur-
day. The Ajit Agarkar led selec-
tion committee will meet at the 
BCCI headquarters in Mumbai 
to finalise the teams.

Along with the World Cup 
squad, selectors will also name 
players for the New Zealand 
white ball series, which includes 
three One Day Internationals 
and five T20 Internationals next 
month. India are currently play-
ing a five match T20I series 
against South Africa at home. 
The final match of the series 
will be played in Ahmedabad on 
Friday, just a day before the se-
lection meeting. The BCCI con-
firmed that a press conference 
will follow the meeting, with 
captain Suryakumar Yadav and 
chief selector Ajit Agarkar ad-
dressing the media. The ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 
will begin on February 7 and 
will be jointly hosted by India 
and Sri Lanka. Twenty teams 
will compete across eight ven-
ues in both countries.Defending 
champions India are placed in 
Group A with Pakistan, the 
USA, Namibia, and the Nether-
lands. India will open their cam-
paign against the USA in Mum-
bai, aiming to become the first 
team to successfully defend the 
T20 World Cup title.


